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QUO presents Eddie Hyde Memorial
Open Quiz at Christ The King Parish
Hall, Prelims at 3 p.m., today, November
4, 2000. Finals on November 5. Spot reg-
istration for 4-member teams at the
venue. Sponsored by Jaishree Group.
(B019334)
rt of Living: An evening with His
Holiness, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar,
Tuesday, November 7, 2000, 6-30 p.m. at
Netaji Indoor Stadium. Entry open for all.
(B019150)
ttention, all CC&FC members! A
ladies coffee meet sponsored by
Nestle has been scheduled on Sunday,
November 5, 2000, commencing 4 p.m.
at the ground floor pavilion. Don’t miss
this treat! (B019352)
ttention Calcutta Club members!
Bijoya Dewali Mela and Utsav today
followed by fireworks. (B019239)
Available room near Maytfair Road to
school/college teachers for coach-
ing/tutorials. Rs. 1,600 p.m. (240-3738).
{40377)
handari Automobiles Ltd., 207, Sarat
Bose Road, Calcutta-700029, invites
application for Sales Executive and Sales
Officer for their passenger car division.
Apply with biodata immediately, mini-
mum experience 5 years, having driving
licence for 2-wheelers/4-wheelers.
(B019384)

hildren’s (7 — 13 years) German
Language Course for the first time in
Calcutta. Starting on November 4, 2000.
For details, please contact Max Mueller
Bhavan, 8, Ballygunge Circular Road,
Calcutta-19. Phone: 475-9398.  (Bo19074)

Craﬁs Council of Assam, a voluntary
organization, invites you to an Exhibi-
tion of decorative baskets and bridal
paraphernalia, household utility prod-
ucts, wrought iron and bamboo items,
wood and cane furniture, eco-friendly
bags in silk and cane, cane and bamboo
lamps and exquisite weaves, at Calcutta
Cricket & Football Club (Centenary Hall),
19/1/ Gurusaday Road, Calcutta-
700¢19, from Tuesday, October 31, 2000

sioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of Textiles,
overnment of India. (39521)

r. Anant Joshi, renowned Arthrosco-
pic Surgeon and Sports Medicine
Specialist from Mumbai, will be available
for consultation at Kothari Medical Centre
from November 10 to 12, 2000. Patients
interested in consultation / arthroscopic
surgery are requested to contact 456-
7050-59, Extn. 1134, for preview exami-
nation. (8019158)

r. Subimal Mukerjee, Gynaecologist,
will not be available for consultation
from November 4 to 19. {39998)

ntroducing e-Commerce (HTML, Java
Script, Java Applet, Java Application,
AML, ASP (Server Side Programming),
E-Commerce) — 6 months, fees Rg.
10,000 (instalment). Eligibility: knowle

of DOS, Windows, Internet & anyZPro-
gramming tanguage, starting from
November 28. Nehru Museum, 223-
1551/6878. (39992)

icco Park will close at 4-30 p.m. Entry

to Park will close at 3.45 p.m. and all
rides will close 4 p.m. today (November
4, 2000). Any inconvenience caused is
regretied. (B019243)
indhi Panchayat and Holy Mission of
Guru Nanak celebrate Sri Guru
Nanak's birthday on ground, opposite
ITC Centre, on J. L. Nehru Road from
November 4, 2000 to November 11,
2000. Arambh Pocja today, from 7 — 8
p.m. Daily Kirtan, morning 5 — 7 a.m.
Evening 6 — 8 p.m. (40277)
anted smart, young, well-spoken
ladies with good social, corporate

and business contacts for marketing &
publicity of posh venue. Attractive remu-
neration, no selling. Call: 280-9520/21
from Monday to Saturday, between 10
a.m.and 5 p.m. (B019244)

PERSONAL TRADE

merican business opportunity! Start
your own business. Earn up to Rs.
30,000, part-tinte. PRMG, 98310 61567.
(B019362)

mouthwatering Biryani Festival at
Moulin Rouge Restaurant, to pamper
your tastebud. Come with your family.
229-8950. (B019343)
hina Bowl: Free home delivery (2
kms.); above Rs. 400. (464-0042).
Lucky draw for free dish. (40378)

(Continued on opposite page col. 4)

_ing over of Great Eastern Hotel to a French concern after the

RULE BY MUSCLE

Unruly cadres intensify CPI-M's despair

!
YOTI Basu might exude the confidence expected of a chief
minister stepping down after an uninterrupted reign of 24

years but he will still find it hard to explain away the state’s

dismal performance on the industrial front. He didn't require

a letter from the chairman of the West Bengal Industrial

Development Corporation to be convinced that the state was

stuck in an industrial graveyard. Ideological resistance to the

entry of multinationals except with the approval of

Alimuddin Street forms part of the explanation. The other

" part is evident from the shocking scandal masterminded by

Citu with active support from the CPI-M MP in Haldia. A
ferry service between Raichak on the Calcutta side to
Kukrahati in Haldia has been suspended because cadres
aided and abetted by Citu have demanded the right to be
employed regardless of whether they are suited for the job or
indeed required at all. They have used musclepower to bring
services to a halt. The West Bengal Surface Transport Corpo-
ration, a West Bengal Government undertaking, borrowed Rs
2.5 crores from Hudco to build the two jetties at Raichak and
Kukrahati only to find a CPI-M leader trying to demonstrate
his power in the crudest possible form.Where a government
undertaking runs into this mess, do private firms have a bet-
ter chance? Does Jyoti Basu or Alimuddin Street approve of
the local mafia calling the shots?

The leaders have no control whatsoever over their cadres.
The larger question is what message goes out for prospective
investors. Haldia has been projected as a rapidly developing
industrial township where a ferry service is essential.
Similarly, Raichak has been the focus of attention after the
setting up of a five-star hotel, the venue of Destination
Bengal, a meeting of big industrialists, and other major con-
ferences. Allowing industrial townships to be controlled by
irresponsible MPs and their goons can spell only disaster.
Basu could not have forgotten a similar, and equally bitter,
experience over getting the trade unions to agree to the hand-

green signal was given by Writers’ Buildings; an agreement
has been struck only after a protracted battle with the unions
and the final outcome has to be awaited. Nor can Somnath
Chatterjee, who is being persuaded to stay on after Basu’s
exit, have much confidence that Buddhadev Bhattacharya
will succeed in taming cadres where Basu failed. The truth is
that these cadres have turned into hungry sharks who have
nothing but contempt for the rule of law — and need to b
dealt with for what they are. But police remain spectatoys
sinks further into despair.

the industrial revival of West Bengal!

b

ENGALIS\have always loved their icons, whether they be

Rabindrangth Tagore, Amartya Sen, Satyajit Ray,
Saurav Ganguly, or Jyoti Basu. Marxists have their own set
of icons — Marx, Lenin and Stalin. In the case of Bengali
Marxists, it is pteresting how the two sets mesh or are
placed in tension with each other. Over the years, there has
been a slow process of decolonisation and indigenisation —
Subhas Chakraborty placed Lenin and Basu on the same
pedestal; Tagore moved from being a “bourgeois poet” to
someone who cared about peasants’ education and had nice
things to say about Soviet Russia. Amartya Sen says things -
which seem vaguely conducive to the left — the importance of
primary education and health — and post-Nobel gets feted by .
the Left Front government during all his “homecomings”; '

>
!

never mind that the Left has done little to disseminate edu-
cation or health during its quarter of a century or so in power.

Icon power manifested itself during Basu’s last Cabinet
meeting, where the most pressing issue was what to do with
Basu’s chair. PWD minister Kshiti Goswami suggested that
the chair be preserved as a symbol of “Left democratic rule”,
which suggests an apprehension that leftist rule in Bengal
might soon be a museum piece. Given that the left is now the
principal upholder of the status quo in Bengal, the Cabinet’s
plans for Basu’s chair are a microcosm of its strategy for
Bengal: preserve it in an advanced state of decay. Comrades
fell over each other seconding Goswami’s proposal, suggest-
ing that the culture of sycophancy is not a monopoly of Sonia
Gandhi’s party alone. It was left to the patriarch himself to
point out, paraphrasing Robert Burns, that a chair is a chair
is a chair. It is not surprising that Basu’s lagt-Gabinet meet-
ing captured his long reign in quintessence: it was about sym-
bol rather than substance.
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CPI seeks to end
differences with CP1{M)

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NoV. 3. The CPI today sought to end
war of attrition with the CPI(M) over certain dif-
ferences. Its general secretary, Mr. A. B. Bardhan,
in a letter to CPI(M) general secretary, Mr. Har-
kishan Singh Surjeet, reiterated the CPI's stand in
strengthening the Left unity and commitment to
the Third Front in national politics.

Mr. Surjeet was critical of Mr. Bardhan's re-
marks in an interview on the recent CPI(M) ple-
nary at Thiruvananathapuram.

Expressing surprise over Mr. Surjeet’s com-
ments, he preferred not to “get into polemics or
indulge in raking up past controversies which
would only bring joy to the hearts of the enemies
of communists and the Left”.

Mr. Bardhan said he was ‘amazed” that Mr.
Surjeet had blamed the CPI for disrupting Left
unity and reminded that a CPI-led Government
in Kerala had resigned in 1979 to pave the way for
Left and Democratic unity in the State.

Disagreeing with Mr. Surjeet’s charge that the
CPI was placating the Congress in the past, he

- said “in recent days the CPI and the CPI(M) have |
| fought seperately and even against each other in

elections in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. Should it be

said that either of us was thereby disrupting Left
unity?”’. There were several_ facts which gave a
different picture and ruled out collaborating with
the Congress when it stood committed for the
Third Front.

Referring to his interview, Mr. Bardhan said
the remark on ‘Communist unification on a prin-
cipled basis’ presupposed more or less common
position on programme, political tactics and also
organisational principles and practices which
did not find mention in the report. Both the par-
ties should work together for Left unity, he said.

Mr. Bardhan said both sides must exercise re-
strain and have a ‘dignified’ djScussion among

themselves and within Commfinist forum “in a
spirit of}wgnmodauon and/understanding”’.

/R@sian PM reMes proposed

\%ns with India, China

\\ By Vladimir Radyuhin

, NOV. 3. Russia would welcome estab-
of a Moscow-Delhi-Beijing “axis”,

provided\the other two partners show interest,
the R1ssiAn Prime M n'etas Mo AiLhail Kgaun
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Subhas-mentor

Basu backs

g

Buddhadeb”|'

HT Correspondent
Calcutta, November 21

BUDDHADEB BHATTACHAR-
JEE'S collective leadership con-
cept today got support from
Subhas Chakrabarty’s leader, Jyoti
Basu. “Marxists have traditionally
believed iri this. The individual has
always striven to implement deci-
sions taken collectively by the
party leadership,” the patriarch

said at the CPI(M)’s Alimuddin

Street headquarters. :

“As.Chief Minister I tried my best
to implement policies collectively
decided on by the party and the
Left Fromt. I
never took deci-
sions on my own.
We run the
Government on
the basis of a
common mini-
mum pro- .
gramme.  But
now that Buddha
is Chief Minister
his  individual
responsibility is
greater,” the for-
mer - Chief
Minister said.

On the
Buddhadeb-:
Subhas -culture
debate, ' »iBesu
said - ‘everyone
was eftitled  to
his view. “Let a
thousand flowers
bloom.” And, as
such, he. saw
nothing “'wrong | .
with ‘the Hrithik L
Roshan show. ’ .

At Writers’ Buildings,
Bhattacharjee cried a halt to the
culture debate, saying he had had
enough of it, but insisted he stood
by everything he had said on col-
lective leadership. “I didn’t refer to
it for nothing. It is of immense
importance.”

The Chief Minister, in no mood
to take Chakrabarty’s outburst
seriously, said there was no reason
to perceive the Transport
Minister’s tirade as a challenge to
his Government. “It’s a non-issue.
Why give so much importance to
it? That you would play this up, I

couldn’t imagine.” 1

Chakrabarty, on his part, lef¢
Writers’ Buildings early and wak
not available for comments, He is
learnt to have met State CPI(M)
secretary . Anil Biswas at
Alimuddin Street this morning.

However much the Chief
Minister might underplay the row,
it has left his colleagues in the min
istry puzzled. Public Works
Department  Minister  Kshiti
Goswami, who once took lathi
blows on his head while agitating
against Usha Uthup performing at
Mabhajati Sadan, admitted he did-
n't really know what to make of the
spat.  “These
multinationals
are eating into
our markets and
our minds. They
sell dreams—
with music,
props and lights.
Aren’t such
things damag-
ing,” Goswami
il asked.
“Healthy cul-
ture”, he insist-
ed, was the need
B of the hour. “The
Indian People’s
Theatre (IPTA)
had once ful-
filled this need:
- Sadly, both effort
- and spirit -dre
tirissing  these

A 7p;e-

sent IPTA ‘hasn’t
been’ . able . to
~cope up with
change, I can’t
blame people who throng Hrithik
Roshan shows. Personally, I don’t
like such shows. But, to tell the
truth, I can’t ignore them, either.
Still, popular culture doesn’t
always stand for a better culture, 1
am convinced,” the PWD Minister
said. Goswami did not agree with
the Chief Minister that the Sports
Department had promoted the
programme. “As far as I know the
Sports Department didn’t sponsor
the programme. The Transport
Minister attended it in his individ-
ual capacity.”
®On 3: Boos for Buddha

from culture celebs )

e —————
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i central committee member,

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE M\/
CALCUTTA, Nov. 23. — “Why are you
committing this blunder by floating a new
party? Why are you doing this? Why?” the
veteran CPI-M leader and the party’s
Mr Benoy
Konar, asked Mr Saifuddin Choudhury
imploringly. Both were present at a conv-
ention on application of modern technology
and unemployment in Tollyganj on 19

i November. Apart from Congress’s Mr

Saugata Roy and BJP’s Mr Sabyasachi
Bagchi, both Mr Konar and Mr Choudhury

. were invited to address the convention.

Mr Choudhury was hardly prepared for
this. He had gone to Mr Konar to pay his
respect and inquire about his health. It
was hardly the occasion where Mr

Choudhury could respond to Mr Konar’s
"query. So he excused himself by merely
 saying, “I will tell you later”.

Mr Konar's anxiety was natural as Mr

| Choudhury was the star attraction there

 communalism

and his well-reasoned address drew vast
applause. His speech was bereft of party
cliches while conveying his strategy to
fights problems of unemployment, growing
and stagnating land
reforms. The crowd gave him a standing
ovation when he finished.

Mr Konar’s questions articulate his

‘partys worries about Mr Chaudhury’s

growmg populanty both in Left and non-

\\
}\\

Left circles.

Leaders of SFI and DYFI of different city
lleges have been inviting him to address
issues like job opportunities for the
oung and what future holds for Bengal’s
youths. But Mr Choudhury is being
politely told not to refer to the 1996
‘historic blunder’ and ‘who and what
prevented Jyoti Basu from becoming the
Prime Minister’. He is told that ‘our sole
concern is our future and not party
politics. Knowing more about 1996
controversy won't get us jobs. We are not
interested in that crap’.

Since his ‘honourable separation’ from
the CPI-M, the ruling Marxists have been
trying hard without success to dissuade
young partymen and sympathisers from
attending Mr Chaudhury’s public and
closed door meetings. For this major-
campaigns had been carried out initially.
But when the response was not
encouraging, they have been holding
regular street meetings in the city asking
people to shun his meetings. But large
attendance at his meetings in Sealdah,
Shyambazar and Gariahat and the rapport
that he has been able to strike with the
large crowds has made the party nervous.

“Daily I have been getting numerous
complaints from CPI-M leaders and
workers, threatening our boys and tearing
up posters for our tomorrow’s convention.
But this intolerance will not pay. The

-

THE STATESMAR

g .
craz€ worries CPM

Congress had adopted the same tactics in -

the sixties but could not halt the onward
march of the CPI-M. Unfortunately the
Marxists have learnt nothing from history,
The more they resist the greater will be
our resolve and success in floating the new
party,” Mr Choudhury said.

He has made an impact by highlighting .

the failures of 24 years of Marxist rule
without any rancour. Their attacks have
been against the policies and not the
leaders of the party. He points out the
failure to take follow up measures in land
reforms for which agricultural production
is suffering. He also talked of adopting
appropriate technology, discarding obs-
olete production methods, rationalising
work force and building a social safety net
to take care of redundancies.

His emphasis on vocational training and
the use of appropriate technology for
creating jobs in the middle and small-
scale sectors has endeared him to the
youth. At the Sealdah meeting, unem-
ployed Marxist youths from suburbs
requested him to visit the districts.

At party meetings, activists poyr their
heart out. The general tenor (l)‘; their
complaint is that there is no democracy in
the party. Members are afraid to say
anything fearing reprisals.

And even when grievances have been
aired local leaders manage to suppress
them.

20Ky 1
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to be CM:

Arindam Sarkar
Calcutta, October 16

*HE BJP will do everything in

l its power to ensure that

Mamata Banerjee becomes
the next Chief Minister of Bengal,
Venkaiah Naidu, Minister of Rural
Development, said here today.
“She has stood by us in good and
bad times and this is how we want
to repay her.”

“Our single-point
agenda in Bengal is to
sec the end of the
Left Front Govern-
ment. We want to
breach the Red fort in
2001 and install
Mamata as Chief
Minister. Together we
will break the Left
stranglehold over the
administration, which

Venkaiah

356 to be imposed. But the Centre
can’t afford to rush into a situation.
Fortunately, now NDA partners,
the Telugu Desam especially, are
veering around to the view that
Central intervention is needed in
Bengal,” the Union minister
claimed.

The Centre ~ to counter Marxist
oppression — was considering cor-
rective measures some months
before the polls, he
said. “We are working
on a blueprint of
action, that includes
| declaring six districts
B disturbed. The BJP,
{ TDP and the other
allies have been dis-
cussing how free and
fair polls could be
held in Bengal. People
here want change and
we will help them,”

it uses with such dev-
astating effect to rig elections. The
Centre would intervene at the right
time,” Naidu told The Hindustan
Times in an interview at the Raj
Bhavan.

“For 24 years, the State has had a
weak-kneed Opposition and the
Left Front got away with unleash-
ing its cadres and pliant State offi-
cials on voters. Things are different
now. The BJP has the infrastruc-
ture and the Trinamool a dynamic
leader in Mamata Banerjee.

“The BJP-Trinamool alliance
here has become the rallying point
for anti-Left forces. We agree on
the situation here and want Article

Naidu said.

Before coming to the city, Naidu
met Mamata and assured her that
the Centre had taken a serious view
of the floods and was trying hard to
assist the State. On the demand for
a roll back of the hike in prices of
petroleum products, the Centre
would keep “Mamata’s prestige” in
mind before taking a decision, he
added. “I want to put at rest all
rumours on Mamata’s resignation.
We don’t want to lose her. The BJP
knows that some political forces
(read Congress) are trying to break
the BJP-Trinamool alliance. That
will never happen,” he said.

More reports on Pages 3 and 4

THE HINDU3T

BJP wants Mamata-~ Sifuddin ge¢”

set for polls ¥

with new outfit

s
HT Correspondent /?,
Calcutta, October 16 )X u’(’ v

EXPELLED CPI(M) leader
Saifuddin Chowdhury today for-
mally announced the launch of a
political platform later this month.
This would eventually take the
shape of a Leftist party that would
contest the 2001 Assembly elec-

tions.
p hifiocal 1

“We will hold our fir
convention on October 22, Where |
we will formulate policie§ and |
decide on our course of action. We
have nothing to do with the
CPI(M) anymore. Those who
believe in our philosophy and pro-
grammes are welcome onboard,”
Chowdhury said.

Rebel CPI(M) leaders\ Tapash
Basu and Subir Chowdhu'ry\bgmm’
the dais with Saifuddin Chow-
dhury. During the day, the party
asked Tapas Basu, Calcutta district
committee member, to clarify com-
ments he made to the media over
party policies and functioning.

The ‘show-cause’ on Tapas Basu
follows his defiance of the party’s
“orthodox line”. Party secretary
Raghunath Kushari, however,
refused to call the notice a show
cause. “We can’t take disciplinary
steps against a member based on
media reports. So we have asked
for his version of the report,”
Kushari said.

Tapas Basu, however, appeared
unflustered. “I resigned from all
party posts. The show-cause is
insignificant now,” he said.

Detailed report on Page ~
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Mr Saifuddin Choudhury at Monday's press conference.
— The Statesman

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

/Saifuddin hints at keepin
Mamata at arm’s

204

length

\” Basu and Mr Subir Choudhiry, were with Mr

CALCUTTA, Oct. 16. - Mr Saifuddin Choudhury
today announced he would try to form a new party
soon and contest the 2001 Assembly elections, but
hinted he isn’t considering joining hands with Miss
Mamata Banerjee.

Mr Choudhury had just told a crowded press confer-
ence that would launch a platform of like-minded peo-
ple at a convention on 22 October in Calcutta. The
manch (platform) will be named that day and will be
later be converted into a full-fledged political party.

Reporters asked him whether he might invite Miss
Banerjee to join his forum if she dissociates herself
from the BJP.

Mr Choudhury replied: “She is already in power; why
would she leave them? My purpose is to build up a
strong secular and democratic organisation, and not to
join hands with those who had come to power at the
Centre sacrificing their secular ideology.”

“We are trying to form a good secular, democratic party
based on scientific socialism,” Mr Choudhury said.

He told the reporters he isn’t aiming to bring in
members from the CPI-M or the Congress by splitting
them. “We are not going to break any party and force
individuals to join us, but anyone who wants to work
within a democratic atmosphere are free to join the
forum.” It will be open “to like-minded people in the
Congress and even the CPI-M”.

Without naming the state transport minister, Mr
Subhas Chakraborty, whose association with him had
irked the CPI-M leadership, Mr Choudhury said: “I
can’'t discuss my plans with him (Mr Subhas
Chakraborty), as he is a CPI-M leader.”

Two SFI state leaders and CPI-M members, Mr Tapas

Ouster not too soon: Anil

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, Oct. 16. - “If a
leader acts against the party’s
interests during the floods, do
you expect us to take action
against him in the next
drought?”

That’s how the CPI-M state
secretary today sought to
answer Mr Saifuddin Chou-
dhury’s criticism that the par-
ty’s decision to scrap his mem-
bership was “ill-timed”.

Brushing aside Mr Chou-
dhury’s demand that the CPI-
M should function in a more
democratic manner, Mr Anil

‘swas said the party gave its

“bers “the maximum demo-

cratic rights”.

Mr Biswas said it's up to the
party’s Calcutta District
Committee to punish its two
members who have decided to
join hands with Mr Choudhury.

Mr Biswas told reporters that
the party has received a resig-
nation letter from Mr Tapas
Basu but was yet to hear from
Mr Subir Choudhury.

On their demand for a separa-
tion from the party, he said:
“There is nothing called sepa-
ration in our party”. He was
confident that a few resigna-
tions would in no way hurt the
CPI-M, for it isn’t a small par-
ty. “If a few members leave,
many more would join us.”

City LF post for Sur: Mr
Prasanta Sur, the former state
minister has been appointed
the convener of the Calcutta
district Left Front Committee
following the resignation of Mr
Raghunath Kusari from the
post.He was elected unopposed.

Former mayor, Mr Prasanta
Chatterjee has been included
in the district Left Front
Committee.

The decision was taken in a
meeting held yesterday, which
was presided over by Mr
Kusari. The members decided
to launch several agitational
programmes to protest against
the price hike of petroleum
products.

THE STATESMAN
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Saifuddin Choudhury at the press conference. They said
they were tendering their resignations to the party. Mr
Subir Choudhury said it was no longer possible to func-
tion in a democratic manner within the CPI-M. ;

Mr Saifuddin Choudhury, dropped from the CPI-M’s |
primary membership at last month’s central commit-
tee meeting in Delhi for defying party rules and airing
grievances to the media, has been demanding more
transparency and democratic functioning in the party.

To a question, Mr Saifuddin Choudhury said that the
CPL-M leadership might have seriously considered his
removal from the party “so that I can find no chance to
raise the demand for more democracy and transparen-
cy in the party at the special conference scheduled to
be held in Thiruvananthapuram from 20 October”. ,

He said the new platform would have a secular, |
democratic and people-oriented outlook committed to I
the welfare of the masses with a progressive vision.

“Although the Left Front may not formally recognise
our party, it will necessarily be a Leftist organisation,”
he said.

Regarding the termination of his membership from [
the CPI-M, Mr Saifuddin Choudhury said he wanted -
an honourable separatien, and had got it.

“Just because the party didn’t want me to continue as
a member there should not be any enmity between

» he said. He preferred not to go into a confrontatien.
w1th the CPI-M leadership. “I may not be in the CPI-M;-+
but I can still work for the people.” He said he was pun-
ished because he wanted to know why he had been
dropped from central committee membership.

He said the decision to drop him from the party was
“Il-timed”, in the sense the the leadership “thought i
wise to accord priority to the issue than flood religl*

Basu sees worldwide|
trend 1n Saif stand

CALCUTTA, Oct. 16. — Mr Saifuddin Choudhury’s stand
reflects a worldwide rethink among Communists, Mr Jyoti Basu
said today.

“The move represents a general debate on the world
Communist movement,” the chief minister said, explaining that
of the 212 Communist parties in the world, 182 have changed
party programmes to incorporate greater democracy.

Mr Basu, rather surprisingly, today released an audio cassette
of a film directed by the rebel CPI-M leader, Mr Nepaldeb
Bhattacharya. Asked about this, Mr Basu said in his character-
istic way: “I don’t know who is a rebel and who is not. Nepaldeb
had certain misunderstandings with the party and the latter
also took some action. We will lock into this.”

When told about Mr Basu’s reaction, Mr Bhattacharya said:
“The CPI-M is like a family. If someone has any reservations |
against me, it’s not unnatural.” |
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fPI(M) reverts

to
W\ By C. Gouridasan Nair all [

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, OCT. 20. The CPI(M) |leader-
ship is reverting to the third alternative theme.

The politburo member and West Bengal Chief
Minister, Mr. Jyoti Basu, indicated as much while
addressing delegates of the three-day special confer-
ence which began here today to update the party
programme. The programme would enable the par-

ty “‘to intervene with a clear perspective in the politi--

cal life of the country in such a manner as to help
reforge the third alternative and to carry forward the
struggle to build the Left and democratic front”.

Mr. Basu, who was presiding over the inaugural
session of the conference being attended by some
400 delegates, said what was needed today was an
alternative to the BJP and a departure from the pol-
icies pursued by the Congress for over four decades.

He said recent developments underlined the need
for a third alternative. “The forces which had fallen
into disarray in the last three years are now regroup-
ing once again. They are doing so in the background
of the growing struggles and movements of all sec-
tions which are suffering from the harmful effects of
the economic policies of the Centre... It is necessary
to immediately gather all those forces who are will-
ing to fight against the danger of communalism and
the attacks on the people’s economic interests.”

Mr. Basu mounted a searing attack on the BJP and
the RSS accusing them of “spewing hatred on mi-
norities” and “‘systematically infiltrating the institu-
tions of the state with the aim of subverting the
secular state and the Constitution.” But he seemed
to be soft on the Congress, making a general in-
dictment of the Congress for its failure “to fulfil the

g

third front theme

aspirations of the people during the Independence
struggle”.

The instability and discontent which the present
economic system had generated were utilised by the
communal and divisive forces to strengthen them-
selves. He said the kind of Hindutva ideology being
proclaimed by the BJP was an insult to the religion
and alleged that the BJP Government's aim was to
fulfil the RSS’ long-term goals. He came down heavi-
ly on the RSS demand for “Hinduisation” of Mus-
lims and Christians and the Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani, who openly swore allegiance to the RSS
aims. The coalition at the Centre consisted of parties
some of which did not share the RSS ideology but
were bound together by their “opportunistic desire”
for power.

The CPI(M) general secretary, Mr. Harkishan
Singh Surjeet, who inaugurated the conference, also
felt that the current situation demanded the streng-
thening of the Left and democratic forces to take on
the communal forces and the ‘imperialist-driven
globalisation'. The vacuum created by the break in
the Congress’ monopoly of power was filled not by
democratic forces but by the dark forces of commu-
nalism. “It is a more reactionary alternative given its
rank communal and right- wing ideology.”

A seminar on restructuring of Centre-State rela-
tions is to be held here on Sunday. The former Prime
Minister, Mr. H.D. Deve Gowda, the Samajwadi Par-
ty leader, Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav, the RID leader,
Mr. Laloo Prasad Yadav, and the Asom Gana Par-
ishad leader, Mr. Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, besides
the CPI general secretary, Mr. A.B. Bardhan, and
senior CPI(M) leaders are expected to attend.

The third alternative theme is expected to get re-

inforced and that could be one of the immediate
political dividends of the special conferenc /
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Politburo corrects
historic blunder,

weighs Cong ties

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Sf‘\/{
& Agencies

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
Oct. 21. — Rectifying the “his-
toric blunder”, the CPI-M Polit-
buro and the Central Committee
have approved an amendment
to the party programme, remov-
ing the bar on joining future
governments at the Centre.

However, the issue will come
up at the ongoing special party
conference here tomorrow.

How far the Marxists should
travel closer to the Congress in
its fight against the BJP em-
erged as the contentious issue
in the CPI-M plenum today.

With the two top party panels
clearing the amendment, an
uncompromising stance against’
the “forces of communalism”
would logically mean a softer
attitude towards the Congress.

Many delegates held the view
that the party can, and should,
come to deal with any political
group in its battle against the
Hindutva forces. Mr Jyoti Basu
himself took the lead in the dis-
cussions, lashing out at the
BJP agenda, but treading soft-
ly vis-a-vis the Congress.

Mr Prakash Karat presented
a conflicting view when asked
if the Congress would be a part
of the third front, which the
CPI-M is trying to pebuild.
ipt€dly said there
difference bet-

0 {0
ween the Congress and the BJP
and the Marxists had no plans
to ally with the Congress. How-
ever, as a vague qualification,
he added in the same breath
that the BJP was more commu-
nal and was guided by the RSS.

Several other delegates also
reminded the comrades that the
Congress had a longer history of
playing politics with religion
than the BJP. These “facts of
history” cannot be wished away.
Some delegates would even like
to make a distinction between
the RSS-controlled BJP and the
“better elements” who believe in
maintaining the nations’s “secu-
lar fabric”.

Though the prime aim of this
conference is believed to be the
CPI-M’s future coordinates in
national politics and its pre-
paredness to join a central coali-
tion, there were conflicting
statements even on this
premise.

Mr Karat dispelled the view
that the conference was mainly
aimed at deciding if the party
should share power at the
Centre. “That is a tactical deci-
sion which will be made by the
Central Committee and the
Politburo. The party pro-
gramme cannot provide any
specific guidelines on the ques-
tion of tactical decision.”

Call to arms: In several reso-
lutions, the party decided to
launch a nationwide movement

T CTATER
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against the Centre by ropifig in
all Left parties along with “sec-
ular and democratic” forces ini-
tially, and culminating it with
a “militant action” against the
NDA government in the next
budget session of Parliament.

The conference resolved to
strengthen the “people’s strug-
gles” against the policies of the
Vajpayee government and
called upon all its units to
launch mass agitations and
struggles. “In this effort, the
anti-power tariff hike stir in
Andhra Pradesh is a source of
inspiration,” a resolution
against the Centre’s economic
policy said.

The party also condemned the

“brutal violence” unleashed by
the Israeli forces against on the
Palestinian people.
NCP support: The Nationalist
Congress Party today wel-
comed Mr Basu’s call to shape
up a third alternative to the
BJP-led coalition and said such
a front should combat both
communalism and corruption.

NCP leader Mr Tariq Anwar
said his party supported the
CPI-M view that the current
situation demanded strength-
ening of Left and democratic
forces to take on the communal
forces and the “imperialist-dri-
ven globalisation”.

This call for t
should have

ird front
e earlier, he
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CPM to ‘correct’ progra

¥t

hifne, Subhgs fglr](m line

FROM INDRANIL GHOSHAND
MONOBINA GUPTA

Thiruvananthapuram, Oct.
21: The CPM today confirmed
that it has decided to lift a 36-
year-old bar on joining a
government at the Centre,
prompting pro-changers to
sheathe swords and rally be-
hind the party in its fight
against Mamata Banerjee.
Politburo member Prakash
Karat said the scope of a provi-
so, which forced the CPM to
squander a rare opportunity
four years ago to lead a govern-
ment at the Centre, would be ex-
panded to allow the party to con-
sider sharing power if the “con-
crete situation” demanded so.
Karat, one of the hardliners
who advocated status quo in 1996,
was at pains to stress that the de-
cision then could not be faulted as
it was in line with the “reality”
four years ago. Jyoti Basu had la-
ter termed the refusal to join the
government a “historic blunder”.
The “correction” of the blun-
der is expected to help the CPM

der
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put in a forceful ar iht when it
tries tomorrow to cpnvince erst-
while Third Front}partners to
come together again.
But the immediate gain was
the apparent olive branch held out
by Subhas Chakraborty, the per-
ceived arrowhead of dissidents in
the party. Showering a mix of en-
comiums and cursory criticism,
Chakraborty put the leadership at
ease by berating Mamata and
pledging his loyalty to the CPM.
Another notable pro-changer
from Bengal, Goutam Deb, also to-
ed the party line, butonly after ma-
king trenchant observations on
the relevance of certain aspects of
the CPM’s approach to socialism.
But Chakraborty’s unequivo-

cal support to the draft of the up-
dated programme overshadowed
the other developments of theday.
“] have been a party member
for a long time. I have attended
many party conferences and been
associated with its policies. I have
no hesitation to wholeheartedly
support this document as well,”
he told the delegates at the pro-
gramme update session here.
Warming the leadership’s he-
arts further, Chakraborty target-
ed the Trinamul-BJP combine —
once considered a potential refuge
for disgruntled. CPM ‘leaders.
“The emergence of this force is
not a happy development. A large
number of our party supporters
is being killed by them,” he said.

brawl buried

Mildly criticising the leader-
ship for turning back on the 1996
opportunity, Chakraborty said
the CPM could have initiated on a
national scale policies like land
reforms which made it a force in
Bengal, Kerala and Tripura. “If
only we had responded to the situ-
ation four years ago, the present
condition in India might not have
arisen,” he added.

An area where he appeared to
be countering the party’s position
was the issue of class versus
caste. The postulate that politics

‘was all about class conflict should

be re-examined as caste consider-
ations often supplant class issues
in India, he said.
N See Page V

/

|

7> =

THE TELEGRAPK

Coom



\m@ooa 10] [ESuag 01 8I3UR)

oy} £q peplavad aouelsisse A8
-uns, oY} posNLI A1red oy,
*SMITA S YIIB
-u1ped [eSuag oyj o3 punole
auWIoy 07 padlo] usaqg Juraey
191y yuody dAeiq e dn Junind
ade UOI}3I[ROD [RUOIIRU 9} Jul
-utof jo [esunod snseg DAL IN
P9y 07 pPasnal oym Lanyosox
uwieagilg T PUE jeIRY Yseyeld
I Jo soq1] 9gy ‘A[juaplal
ofdoad 913 03 poos op 01 91qe
ueaq oAkY JOU pInom oM ‘9661
ur 389§ s I91SIUIjy ewlid ¥y}
ut Suteq ~gf -epdoad ay3 03 poos
op 03 uot;+0d ¥ UL 8q PNOYS BOL
‘axyus(y 43 utof nok 3 966
Ul 923U, ; Surutof wogy sn peo
SUeAdLd 1T UOTIBTIS 238I0UY
oy} sem . 1l sIequIow Kyaed
01 UONBLj. U J0] POAU B SBat

a9y, ‘pres éﬁm

a1} ‘ysoJje possnosIp Suraq sy}
sesm ey oy je uoledwnred
Jo uorysenb oy} Aym poYsy
‘ggET Ul JUSUILLISA0S U0y
-i[e00 [euUOnIEU B pauiol 11 pey
Kyxed a1y 03 poo3 ou op pInom 31
1ey) paurejurew Aepo} ‘LINydsx
welejlg 1N ‘Aopuniq, 1Yl
10 10991Yoe swtid e ‘19puniq
2110981y, 8Y3 payyrIdaL jqdia
1858 oangy[od 9Y) 19358 UosH

Jopuniq, ¥ NY2IK

‘8107098 [B10S pue 430
-[OUY9} UOIJBRULIOJUT ‘DITNIDTLIS
-exjur ul SOPLI}S oArssardwy
$11 Kjjeroedse ‘qpmoud orwou
-009 plo-9peIIP S BUIYD YHM
Jleswry utenboe, 0 Aepoy
Suifieg peyoead 13)STUTU Ja14d

ysopead BIYPUY °Yj ‘BUIUD
3O A31BJ ISTUNWWOY) 3Y) AQ
uone)iAul ue 0} Surpuodsay
"BUIYD) UT MOU Sea ‘NpleN nqeq
-erpuey) I ‘doid yaN owwd
pue 13peay ysapeid eIypuy
yeys 1oe) oy 01 pajuiod Jopes]
W-1dD do3 reyjoue ‘ssadoid
Surwmyp, siy} 1o Sur1eIoqR{y
yaew 913 Jo KB Uaa(q 2ABY J0U
Aewr oy jey) Jooxd sem Jeulwos
W-1dD Uy 18 eoussaid sejue
“qeW AN VAN 2U3 Ulpsm osie
1mq ‘sdwed sseaguo)-uou pue
Jrg-uou ut AJuo jou < Jurwmip
deop, B sem ai9yj ples oY
U0y Jrd-1iue ‘s8eI3uo)-jue
ue odeys 09 st Butda) aie om
Teyp,, “Ared jey Jo serrod ayy
YIIM UOUIod SUTYjou sBs 219}
10§ ‘ssaIFuU0)) 9Y} SPIBMO] YOS,
Sutod sem W-14D U3 1ey) andiy

10U SBM 1 ples LYo wersg
I FOQUIRUL OMNGIeg ‘IBIEH
‘serpquiassy Aq passed suon)
-vsifo] 0} juasse s JuUAPISAG
pue UOIPOUBS S JI0UISA0H
I0] JWI[-3WIl} B popuewap 9y
'ggg pue 9gg IV Jo PSNAE,
jsutede spilengajes opraoid
01 UOIIN}IISUOY) Y3 0} JUdW
-puswre pojseddns nseq 1joLp
IJy ‘Ssaappe [eangneutl siy uf
‘gjoelgus ajels ut JuLiejieiul
£q sonyifod jo ad4y ysiom, oYy
Suike[d ym JUOWILIoA0S d9ke
-dfep oy} pedieyo epmon) IN
-Kxumnoo oy Jo AJLIsajut
pue £jiun ayj} o3 SuIBd 380
-I97UT UOWUIOY, JO $303{(NS M
e Jposy1 03 Surdesy ‘Apoq Supjeu
-1pI003 B Y] 1B PIOYSs AIJUA)
oy} pres ejueye]y I ‘soulds
s10300p ulds YN 9Y) umop s19

fa,\yg%

n-ULIDM Juolj pAly} sul

-ATUS JUSS 9ABY ISNW JBYM U]
‘pres
8y ‘[9Ad] [BUOIIBU BYY} JB JUOIJ
paIy3 & oy 9dods ou ses dIdY],
‘pres 9y ‘ssedduo) ay} Yym
£[pe £[39ed1p j0u p[nod it 38y}
pasteat pey Laed oy, 43091
-pul ssdafuo) Y3 Yyim dn-an
07 wie ue Y)Im sorjred [[euIs
ouros Aeme UBOM 03 [[€d 912
apew pey ‘pres o ‘W-1dD UL
" epuode usppty, B pey
1U0I PATY3 B JO UOTIRULIOL 83
10 82 SIN-1dD 9y pres Aep0y
npieN yereyjuap I I9IsTUTW
uoru() pue J9ped] Jpg sIlle
$11 1840 Kems $71 Jnoqe A1
-q1f A1Sugseaxout Jued st fred
o3 saols wnuard W-IdD °Y3
03 uoIodaI SNOAISU 8, Jpd 94
‘Juewruiascd Y(IN
a3 Jo JuPNINSUOD € SI peyslied

2\t
boq wi

BUBY) WOSY 950U ‘BJUBHR]
lewny e[njerd JW — A{sno
-notdsuod }S0W — PUB ABPRA
peseld 0o[er] AN ‘BpMOY a9
(Y AW papniout ‘@ousisjuod
W-1dD [eweds ay) Joj oxay pos]
-ugdio ‘UISI[RIOPI) 91IRIIOUWIIP
puR suoIjeioI 9318}S-3IIUI)
uo Jeurwas € je ayjods axods
oM SIopPBRI] ISIRIBIA-UOU BY],
“Juok]y ping) e
uLI0] 0} $1I0[Je UN3aq A3SAUIBD
sey 1 Surjeotpul Aepoj wnuafd
s,A3aed oyy pouiof sidped|
ssoa8uo)-uou pue Jpg-uou
doj ‘exqua)) oYy e J1emod axeys
pmod W-1d0 oy pres oxngyrjod
ay} 13ye ABp V — 8% ‘PO
‘WYYNJIVHINVNVANHIHL

sapualy 3
42

JJ1AHIS SMIN NYNSTIVIS




Saugata R \9{\’ /)7 b
oy l
Calcutta, October 22 /1.

AIFUDDIN CHOWDH

RY seems caught between

two worlds. The regimented
Left is now dead to him while the
“progressive, democratic and secu-
lar world” he craves for is yet to be
born. Chowdhury can’t cast off the
socialist moorings that he inherits
from the CPI(M) but wishes to
rope in secular forces within the
Congress that are more bent upon
driving the CPI(M) out of power.
e is close to the Congress as long
it fights communalism but has a
arded stand on its economic
policies.

Chowdhury, therefore, is buying
time to work on the commonalities
between like-minded parties and
has postponed plans to float the
new political platform from the
convention on Monday. “I don’t
believe that if the ruling party is
progressive and secular, the
Opposition has to deny secular
tenets and follow a right-wing
path. On. the contrary, political
parties should compete within a
secular premise,” the rebel leader
said while sharing the dais with
State Congress chief Pranab
Mukherjee at a seminar today.

Asked if he would like to have an
electoral -alliance with the
Congress in the coming elections,
Chowdhury said: “Let us float the
platform first and the party. We
will think of electoral alliances
then. We have to work hard to
revive commitment for ideals. We
may not contest for MLAs or MPs
in the coming polls.”

Chowdhury maintains that the
growth of communal forces in
West Bengal is a fallout of a per-
vading frustration among the

»
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Saifuddin Chowdhury (left) with
Photo: Ashok Nath Dey

youth before whom the Left Front
Government couldn’t present a
development model.

“Why are secular ideals on the
wane? It is because the ruling
Front couldn’t shed its primitive
ideas on development and reach
out to the unemployed educated
youth who needed a little support
from the State. They had the skill
but required a little capital or some
equipment that the State could
have provided by way of loans. The
Left Front has failed in modern
governance, letting a large section
join the reactionary forces. What it
lacks is the mindset but is not
ready to admit it.” This,
Chowdhury asserts, is a major rea-
son for the erosion in the Left’s
support base.

PCC president Pranab Mukherjee

Violence of the type the CPI(M)
and Trinamool are indulging in, he
is convinced, does not pay. “We
can’t cling to power or grab it by
violent means. Although the ruling
Front is an elected government
and enjoys popular support, we
must learn to honour public opin-
ion and accept defeat. Take for
example the developments in
Indonesia, Chile and Yugoslavia.
Everyone had to bow to the public
voice. Violence leads us nowhere.
Let leaders compete for peace
instead of spreading violence.”

He does not, however, forget to
mention the achievements of the
Left Front, especially in the agrar-
ian sector.

Politics must abandon the cloak-
and-dagger style and be transpar-

(right) in the city on Sunday.

ent, feels Chowdhury. “I could
have initiated the dialogue with
Congress leaders behind the cur-
tains. But I chose to come public.
Present-day politics has become a
behind-the-scenes affair causing
disgust and resentment among the
people. There is need to drag lead-
ers out from behind the curtains
and make things transparent.”

Ashim Chatterjee, secretary of
the Communist Revolutionary
League, a former LF partner,
charged the Front government
with having failed to serve the
interests of wage labourers,
Muslims and Dalits. All left, demo-
cratic, secular and patriotic forces
should sink their differences to
save the country from <“fascist
forces,” he felt.

jLS_aifu(!din gropes for policy bearings

Pranab’s no to BJ

Mabhajot offer

HT Correspondent
Calcutta, October 22

PRADESH CONGRESS presi-
dent Pranab Mukherjee today
declined the State BJP offer to join
the anti-Left Mahajot.

He is in no hurry to oust the Left
Front because he does not want to
grab power by “any means”.
Mukherjee would prefer, instead, to
plan a common minimum alterna-
tive programme before the ouster.

He dubbed the grand alliance an
opportunist combination. “The
Congress does not believe in nega-
tive politics. There is no denying
the Left Front should be removed
from power. But what next?

“Forces that come together just
to grab power disintegrate easily as
we have seen during the two
United Front Governments in
Bengal. Coming to power is easy.
But it is difficult to hold a coalition

together for five years.”
Saugata Roy, Congress Assembly
deputy leader, agrees with

Mukherjee. “I don’t deny Mamata
Banerjee’s popularity. But a coali-
tion does not work on individual
charisma only. Even Hitler was
once quite popular among the
Germans.”

Yet, Mukherjee welcomed the
search for a third alternative. “If
we look at the alternative as a
mere conglomeration to snatch
power, then I have my doubts. It
can be effective only if it addresses
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people’s problems.”

He endorsed Saifuddin
Chowdhury’s view over working on
shared aims to create a democratic
secular alternative. He said: “I
hold him in high esteem. Let him
float a party. Then we could think
of an electoral alliance.”

The PCC president clarified,
however, that his party would stick
to the moderate economic resolu-
tion adopted at the Panchmarhi
plenary session. And he is keen on
building an effective coalition
against communalism. ;

“People put BJP in power to gov-
ern. Who gave it the right to strike .
at our Constitution’s secular foun-
dations?” Mukherjee was referring
to the RSS chief’s call for
“Indianisation” - of- the CMurch.
“The danger is evident when
Home Minister L K Advani says
that the RSS is to the BJP what
Gandhiji was to Nehru,” he added.

Mukherjee criticised the Left for
its stubborn anti-Congress stand.
YA blind anti-Congress stand or
bitter anti-communism would lead
us nowhere.”

The PCC chief ran down the State
for its failure to live up to people’s
expectations in both economic and
cultural spheres. “The net per capi-
ta income has fallen below the
national average. It wasn’t so poor
in the 1970s. The Left Government
failed to create even the cultural
atmosphere condygjve to rational
opinions.”
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” CPI{M) won't reject power at Centre

PARTY CONFERENCE / “HISTORIC BLUNDER” BURIED FOR GOOD

By C. Gouridasan Nair \XV g

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, OCT. 23. The
decks have been cleared for the
CPI(M) to participate in Govern-
ments at the Centre with the spe-
cial conference of the party,
which concluded here today, in-
corporating an amendment to
that effect in the Party Pro-
gramine.

The amendment, mooted by
the CPI(M) Central committee *'to
clarify” the position on participa-
tion in Governments at the Centre-
and in the States, was adopted
unanimously at the conference,
the CPI(M) general secretary, Mr.
Harkishen Singh Surjeet said.

Although the CPI(M) leaders
have been trying to make it ap-
pear that the amendment was just
clarificatory in nature, its incor-
poration in the updated pro-
gramme marks a significant
departure from the earlier posi-
tion that the party could partici-
pate only in State ‘Governments.
Now, the formulation in the rele-
vant paragraph has been so word-
ed as to make it applicable to the
Central Government as well. The
decision in this regard would be
taken depending on the concrete
situation at the time when the
party is called upon to take such a
decision.

The amendment to the relevant
paragraph was, as stated by Mr.
Surjeet, adopted unanimously.
However, according to party in-

CPI(M) leaders (from left) Mr. Manik Sarkar, Mr. E. Balanandan, Dr. M. K. Pandhe, Mr. E. K.

Nayanar, Mr. Jyoti Basu, Mr. H. S. Surjeet and Mr. V. S. Achuthanandan greeting participants at the
rally held to mark the concluding of the three-day special conference of the party in
Thiruvananthapuram on Monday. — Photo: C. Ratheesh Kumar

siders, there was an attempt from
the floor to scuttle it.

A delegate from Maharashtra or
Madhya  Pradesh  reportedly
moved another amendment
which, in effect, sought retention
of the original paragraph. But on-
ly 30 to 35 of the 400-odd dele-
gates (o the conference were
prepared to back it. The CPI(M)
leaders have been insisting that
there was never a bar on the party
joining the Central Government.
However, the CPI{M) general sec-
retary is on record that the origi-
nal party programme addressed

only “the question of participa-
tion in State Governments” and
that the question of participation
“arose subsequently” making it
necessary to reformulate the rele-
vant paragraph. With this, the
1996 decision not to allow the
West Bengal Chief Minister, Mr.
Jvoti Basu, to head the United
Front Government, described by
Mr. Basu as a “historic Blunder,”
can be counsidered buried for
good.

Briefing presspersons on the fi-
nal day's deliberations, Mr. Sur-
jeet said though there was voting

on some of the amendments, the
updated programuue in its entire- !
ty was adopted unanimously. He
cited the amendment enjoining
that in the agrarian reforms to be
implemented after the comple-
tion of the people’s democratic
revolution, the question of pro-
viding compensation to small
landlords may be considered.
The original programme con-
tained no such assurance to the
small landlords whose main oc-
cupation may be non-agricultural
and who may play a role in the
democratic movement.

No tie-up with Cong.: Page 15
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enum clears way for power-sharing at Centre -

CPI-M keeps

Congress at
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
Oct. 23. — The CPI-M plenum
concluded here today ratifying
a central committee proposal
enabling the party to share
power at the Centre with
democratic and secular forces,
but party leaders continued to
stress that a “third front” was
distinct from both the BJP and
Congress.

The party does make a dis-
tinction between the Congress
and BJP, Mr Harkishan Singh
Surjeet told reporters after the
conference adopted the amend-
ed party programme. “But I
don’t want to number them as
first and second enemies.” He
blamed the Congress for creat-
ing space for the BJP and its
agenda of Hindutva and said
the “third front” was so called
because it was against both.

The CPI-M’s ideological pre-
paration for a third front found
an echo in a Janata Dal (Secu-
lar) statement in Delhi today.
It stressed the need for a third
force that would unite workers,
Dalits and minorities. Former
Prime Minister HD Deve
Gowda told reporters he was in
- Kerala yesterday with Mr
| Laloo Yadav and Mr Prafulla
Mahanta at the CPI-M’s invita-
tion to discuss reviving the
third front. Mr Mulayam Singh
Yadav has been contacted and
his response is awaited.

The CPI-M however has
rejected the Rashtriya Janata
Dal’s suggestion for a deal with
Congress. “Laloo Yadav has his
political compulsions,” Mr

\ 0

Surjeet told reporters here.

Mr Yadav said at a press pro-
gramme here that a third front
to fight the BJP’s communal
policies was the “need of the
hour”. Asked whether the

Mr Surjeet: Time was running out for
party programme change.

Congress would be part of it, he
said as far as he was concerned
the BJP and RSS were the
“main enemies”.

Foreign funding

Another important amend-
ment that the CPI-M plenum
adopted was the recognition
that foreign funding is inevi-
table in areas of science and
technology, though the party
has iterated its commitment to
strengthening the public sector.
The central committee’s state-
ment asserted that Marxisim-
Leninism was the answer in the
“concrete conditions of India”.

The conference was in a way
an academic exercise, with del-
egates endorsing decisions the

central committee made three
months ago, with minor chan-
ges. It “unanimously” accepted
28 of the 239 amendments

length /

moved by 400 odd delegates,

the official statement said. But
there was division of votes for
the rest, some of them quite
close. This, according to Mr
Surjeet, reflects a transparent
process of democracy unique to
the CPI-M. .

The conference accepted that
changes in party programme
were necessary in a uni-polar
world with the USA calling the
shots. The CPI-M, Mr Surjeet
said, had to change tactics
after identifying the BJP as the
major threat to national unity
and the main class enemy.

Mr Surjeet said the party
could not have waited another
year for the next party con-
gress to update its progrdmme
because a lot of changes have
taken place. The party believes
that fighting the BJP and poli-
cies of political alliances are
separate issues. The party has
no hesitation in joining with all
forces in the fight against BJP.

“The CPI-M will rapidly forge -

ahead to change the correlation
of class forces among Indian
people advancing towards the
goal of people’s democracy —
the path of socialism in India.”

The conference ended with
the singing of Internationale.
Later in the evening, all senior
party leaders addressed a huge
rally of party workers.

Kerala’s CPI-M unit handed
over a cheque for Rs 5 lakh to
Mr Jyoti Basu for flood relief.

¥ Another report W(
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2000

" THE CPI(M)’S NEW LINE O\\"

WITH THE TALK of working towards forging a
third alternative — gathering the non-Congress
forces against the ruling BJP-led coalition — the
CPI(M) has only reverted to its old line that led to
the formation of the United Front in 1996. The
developments since then, such as the situation
where the United Front as a platform had to
depend on the Congress for the survival of its
Government and the disintegration of the plat-
form after the Congress caused the fall of the
Government and such parties as the Telugu De-
sam and the DMK moved over to the BJP’s side
and also the resistance put up by Mr, Mulayam
Singh Yadav's Samajwadi Party (that continues
to remain strong and hence relevant in Uttar
Pradesh) to the idea of teaming up with the Con-
gress, must have influenced the CP1{M) in reviv-
ing, once again, the idea of a third alternative.

But then the party cannot gloss over the
ground realities. As for instance, the Janata Dal
as a party, around which the third alternative
was built at that time, has now been decimated
completely and redeeming the platform is easier
said than done. And the idea of forging a non-
Congress alternative to the ruling BJP-led coali-
tion at the Centre in the given context can only
mean a front consisting of such outfits as the
Samajwadi Party, Mr. Laloo Yadav's RJD and Ms.
Jayalalitha’s AIADMK. The fact that the CPI(M)
too cannot claim to have a substantial support
base outside West Bengal and Kerala cannot but
render the proposed front merely a combination
of regional parties. Indeed, the Congress, after
showing signs of revival in such States as Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar after Ms. Sonia Gandhi took
over as party president, seems moribund even if
it did put up a good showing in Gujarat. And the
idea of a non-Congress alternative to the BJP-led
combine that the CPI(M) is now talking of may
seem relevant in these two States that account
for about one fifth of the Lok Sabha’s strength;

this, however, is only in the long run.
in the long run, the fact is that the
continues to remain the only alternativ
BJP in many other parts of the country. In this
context, the statements by the CPI(M)’s lead-
ership from the party conference at Thiruvanan-
thapuram seem no more than rhetoric.

Coming as they did at a time when elections |

are due to the State Assemblies in West Bengal
and Kerala (the two States of relevance for the

party), the new line can only be seen as reflecting
the needs of the immediate context. After all, the
CPI(M) in particular and the Left parties in gen-
eral cannot afford to be seen as associates of the
Congress in these two States. But then it remains
to be seen as to how the party’s leaders would
rationalise their stand in Tamil Nadu, where the
State Assembly elections are likely to be held at
the same time and the CPI(M) continues to be a
partner in the AIADMK-led front along with the
Congress.

Be that as it may, the cause for all these
problems that the CPI(M) is facing now is the
party’s inability to expand, in any significant
way, beyond its traditional bases in West Bengal,
Kerala and Tripura. The recent decision by the

Election Commiission, placing the CPI(M) in the “

category of regional parties in the three States, is
only a reflection of this reality. The agitational
course that the party’s leaders had decided at the
Thiruvananthapuram conference against the ec-
onomic reforms in the coming days may be a
means, in their perception, to widen the party’s
base. But then, it remains to be seen to what
extent such a campaign could be conducted by
the CPI(M) outside its traditional strongholds. It
is in this context that the talk of forging a third
alternative — a combination of non-Congress
forces against the BJP-led combine — and that

too after the decimatiornyof the Janata Dal seems
quite unrealistic, /
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/L MARXIST JITTERS
?aifuddin’s challenge makes CPI-M nervous

LEAR signs of nervousness are evident among CPI-M

leaders anxiously monitoring the response that the break-
way pro-democracy Marxists led by Saifuddin Choudhury are
evoking among former party colleagues and beyond as they
plan to formally launch their platform, the Janachetana
Mancha, in Calcutta. Despite the brave face that Jyoti Basu,
Anil Biswas and Sitaram Yechury are trying to present on the
impending split of their party their conciliatory utterances

instance is all too painfuly clear. If they join hands with

aware of the personal pull and organising ability that Subhas
and Samir command and the position they share with
Saifuddin and his pro-democracy followers. Significantly Jyoti
Basu no longer calls them “shameless persons lacking in self
respect or self esteem”. Nor does Anil Biswas arrogantly ask
Subhas and “others like him” to quit the party. On the con-
trary efforts are on to “manage” them by inducements of
berths in the party’s state secretariat and even central com-
mittee. Comrades are asked to treat them with respect. An all
out attempt is being made to humour them. The leaks the
party leaders once engineered to denigrate Subhas are now on
hold. The effort is to keep Subhas and Samir away from
Saifuddin. But these are veterans who know the leadership’s
cloak and dagger tactics as when they dealt with titans like
Nripen Chakravarty. They also know that after theselections,
the party leadership will simply dump them. ¢
Ironically, the Marxists have trained thei
Saifuddin and are trying to project him as a renegafle full of
bourgeois vices. The effort is to drive a wedge betweer] the pro-
democracy liberals. This is old hat. The leadership’s pocrisy
comes through clearly when Anil Biswas says that the party
would not allow the CPI-M to degenerate into a bourggois out-
fit. Doesn’t he realise that the CPI-M today is much worse
than a moth-eaten bourgeois party — rampant corruption,
nepotism, factional feuds and rank opportunism have become
its hallmark. The kind of class struggle that he and comrades
like him now preach and practice is sheer perversion. How
many agricultural labourers, industrial workers, Muslims,

leadership to claim that the party is championing the cause of
| the weak and downtrodden? Saifuddin knows that the rhetoric

| of CPI-M leaders is hollow. If he can touch the heapts of the
people, as he is set to do, he will be unstoppable. /

et

and gestures and the lengths to which they are prepared to go
to appease Subhas Chakroborty and Samir Putatunda, for .

Saifuddin, they know it will make it that much more difficult
to retain power in the coming assembly election. They are

women and people of the scheduled tribes are there in the '3



CL MANOJ
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NEW DELHI, Oct. 26. — With
the CPI-M correcting some of
its earlier ‘blunders’, the CPI
has suggested a reunification.

“There are no fundamental
differences between the parties
now. It is time for a reunifica-
tion of the Communist move-
ment,” the CPI general secre-
tary told The Statesman.

Mr AB Bardhan said: “The
differences (between the CPI
and the CPI-M have been) the
issue of the class character of
the state, and the next stage of
revolution. Also ... the differ-
ences over national democracy
and people’s democracy.

“I don’t think these differences
are as fundamental as they are
made out to be, particularly in
the context of the situation (the
new CPI-M programmes) that

has evolvell... Now this debate
hasn’t the degree of relevance it
had when the Communist Party
was split.”

The ‘post-blunder’ CPI-M has
softened its attitude towards
the Congress (national bour-
geois). It has agreed to join a
government of ‘Left, secular and
progressive’ forces at the Centre
before ‘people’s democracy’ can
be attained, These have raised
questions on the justification for
splitting the wundivided
Communist Party in 1964.

Mr Bardhan said: “I would
prefer history to judge it (the
split) rather than (satisfy) an
immediate demand to answer
that question. But looking to
the future, I call for immediate
Communist unification on a
principled basis, which will
qualitatively boost the Left
movement in India. Unfortu-
nately, the realisation for such

. exercise at

unification is g
not yet there.”
Mr Bardhan
made a dig at
those CPI-M
leaders who
have been play-
ing down the
significance of
the shift in
party line. “To
make this out
as insignificant
is to really
obfuscate the
issue. If it's the
same old thing,

Pl moots unificetion with reform

“Communist
parties should not
| be judged on their

attitude towards
the Congress...
We have our own
programine, tac-
tics and goals.
The Congress is a
bourgeois party
which we fought
B in the past and
will fight in the
future.

“The BJP too is
a  bourgeois
party with a

or more or less
the same old
thing, then what was all this
Thiruvanan-
thapuram about?” He, however,
said he wouldn’t “give it back
to the CPI-M which used to
criticise the CPI for its past
links with the Congress”.

Mr AB Bardhan

strong Rightist
and fascist out-
look. The BJP represents the
most reactionary forces. And in
the context of the struggle
against communalism, there
will be changes in the attitude
and tactics towards other par-
ties including the Congress. This

is where the difference lies.”

He said that if the CPI could be
blamed for joining the Samyukt
Vidhayak Dal governments in
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar which
had the Jan Sangh as a partner,
the CPI-M too could be blamed
for supporting the Janata Party
(government) which too had the
Jan Sangh in it.

“I think these temporary aber-
rations arising out of the pecu-
liar conditions that prevailed
then cannot be attributed to any
ideological or political slip.” He
welcomed the CPI-M’s agreeing
to join a “grand secular force to
fight the main enemy BJP”.

“Today it has become clear
that no single party can have
the confidence to attain power
at the Centre. Therefore, if the
BJP-led Rightist and reac-
tionary coalition is to be
replaced, it’s only another
coalition of secular, democratic

ed (PM

and the Left that can do it.
This raises the question of the
Left playing an active and posi-
tive role in that. And I think
the position adopted at the
CPI-M conference in this
regard is positive.”

Which is the bigger enemy in
West Bengal, the Trinamul
which has the ‘communal BJP’
as an ally, or the Congress?

Mr Bardhan said: “West
Bengal has always been a
stronghold of secularism. Miss
Mamata Banerjee’s main crime
is to have carried the BJP into
the state and allowed it to gain
a foothold. She is also the stan-
dard-bearer of the anti-Left
forces. It's under her leadership
the attempts have been
launched to reverse the bene-
fits of the 24-year-old Left rule.

B CPM rebels unhappy
with change, page 3

2 killed in train
blast near
Bhatinda

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

BHATINDA, Oct. 26. — Two
persons were killed and 31
injured in a blast on the Bhat-
inda-Rewari passenger train
near here today. Police suspect
Diwali fire crackers caught fire
and caused the blast.

Jute coverings of high veloci-
ty crackers — “atom bombs” —
were recovered from the blast
site, 22 km from here.

It was a low intensity explo-
sive and there were no projec-

‘es, police said. The victims

id burn injuries and were in

state of shock, the DGP said.
ey have been hespitalised.
‘he blast occurred at 2.20
m. near the Bangi Nihal
1gh railway station between
watinda and Sirsa stations.
*he DGP said a high-level
lice team, headed by the
iridkot DIG, had reported
er a detailed investigation
at apparently the blast was
ased by the crackers catch-
1 fire. A forensic team would
sit the spot tomorrow.

jenior civil and police officers
wve rushed to the blast site.
nce the accident spot falls in
ie Bikaner division of
orthern Railway, officers

‘om Bikaner are expected

ere later tonight.

FBI follows Osaﬁ/a
‘hijack’ trail to Delht

SRINJOY CHOWDHURY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Oct. 26. — FBI officials from the USA were here
last week, looking for leads on the five men who hijacked an
Indian Airlines flight, IC-814, to Kandahar last December.

The FBI has been interviewing officials, trying to find out if the
hijackers had links with Osama bin Laden or made any remarks
before the passengers and crew that were anti-American, anti-
Christian or derogatory to the US President. “I think the FBI
believes the five hijackers are in Pakistan. It is building a case
before seeking extradition. It is probably trying to make certain of
the hijackers’ identity,” said an official who met two US sleuths.

Indian officials have reportedly told the Americans about anti-
US comments méde by the hijackers to the passengers and crew.
The air bandits apparently made statements like “they say they
(USA) are a superpower and think they can rule the world. But
they will fail.” There were several references to the war between
“Christians and Muslims” in Chéchnya. The Americans learnt about
the harangue by ‘Doctor’ (Shahid Akhtar Sayeed, a resident of
Karachi) on 30 December, a day before the passengers were
released. ‘Doctor’ had described the Chechens as “freedom-fighters”
who were also fighting for Islam.

He spoke about bin Laden as did fellow hijacker ‘Bhola’ (Mistri
Zahoor Ibrahim, also from Karachi). ‘Bhola’ reminded passengers
that the Saudis had “thrown him (bin Laden) out”, forcing him to
take shelter in Afghanistan. Bin Laden is a wealthy and nice man
who “could buy up the USA and most certainly, India”, Bhola
said. Yet he lives in the jungles, because he is fighting for
Muslims all over the world, ‘Doctor’ had chipped in.

To the passengers, who included many Christians, ‘Doctor’ said:
“When you get home, read the Koran. You will learn about the
greatness of Islam.” The previous day, the hijackers’ leader,
‘Chief (Ibrahim Athar, brother of Maulana Masood Azhar), had
spoken of the massacre of Muslims in Chechnya and other parts

of the world, and the UN’s failure to protect them.

Myanmarese
army shoots 3
Indian soldiers

- /‘/
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE | '

NEW DELHI, Oct 26. — Three
Indian soldiers were shot dead
near the Nagaland border yes-
terday by the Myanmarese
army which mistook them for

insurgents. (‘
At a later flag meefin ghe
local commanders, | the

Myanmarese officer tendered
an unqualified apology,
defence sources said here this

evening. 4§ A}(‘r BN
A strorz squad ‘of the
Myanmarese army was

combing the area across the
border near Yanching in Mon
district, reportedly moving in
on a place where NSCN-
Khaplang activists had taken
up position in the vicinity of
Phrulo-Hoyet.

That part of the border was
being simultaneously patrolled
by Assam Rifles men. The
shootout injured at least two

other Indian soldiery/
India énters
Sharjah final

SHARJAH, Oct. 26. — India
moved into the final of the tri-
angular series with a three-
wicket win over Zimbabwe
here tonight.

Set to score 219, India
reached the target with nine
balls to spare. Skipper Sourav
Ganguly topscored with 66,
while Vinod Kambli finally
came good with 60.

India will take on Sri Lanka
in the final on Sunday.

Earlier, opener Alistair
Campbell waged a lonely bat-
tle with an unbeaten 105 as
his team mates crumbled in
the face of a career-best burst
by Indian paceman Zaheer

" Khan. Campbell’s 133-ball

knock included six hits to the
ropes and a six off Sunil Joshi.
The Indian bowlers put up a
disciplined show and restricted
Zimbabwe to 218 for 9 in their
50 overs. Sourav rotated his
bowlers astutely, not allowing
the batsmen any scope to pick
on any of them. .
*Zaheer, who took 4 wickets
for 42 runs, and Venkatesh
Prasad (2 for 38) bowled bril-
liantly in the slog overs, allow-
ing Zimbabwe only 46 runs.
— PTI & UNI

B Details on page 12
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UDDHADEV TO TAKE OVER NEXT WEEK

/

Basu firm on callmg

it a day this time

By Malabika Bhattacharya

CALCUTTA, OCT. 27. Barely a
week after successfully or-
chestrating the sweeping re-
forms in the CPI(M), Mr. Jyoti
Basu, founder-member of the
party’s politburo, announced
| today his plans to relinquish
the office of Chief Minister of
West Bengal in the first week
of November.

The longest-serving Chief
Minister, Mr. Basu, 87, said
his successor — the Deputy
Chief Minister, Mr. Buddha-

dev Bhattacharya — would be an-
nounced at the meeting of the
ruling Left Front on Saturday.

“I am determined to resign this
time,” Mr. Basu said at Writers’
Buildings. “My indifferent health
continues to be a major concern
as a result of which I cannot de-
vote enough time to the business
of governance.” He had an-
nounced his resignation twice
earlier but the party did not allow
him to do so.

Sources in the CPI{M) said that
Mr. Basu would be installed as the
Front chairman to coordinate the
smooth functioning of the part-
ners as well as monitor the quality
of governance. In another way,
Mr. Basu will continue to be a su-
perpower centre as the office of
the Front chairman, by virtue of
his presence in it, will enjoy al-
most the same amount of influen-
ce, power and prestige equal to
that of the oftice of Chief Minister.

“Whenever  required, he
(Mr.Basu) will act as the crisis-
manager,” Mr. Anil Biswas, CPI
(M) State party secretary said.

It is said that the new Chief
Minister would be installed be-
tween November 6 and 8.

Somnath offers to quit
Meanwhile, in a separate but
related development, Mr. Som-
nath Chatterjee, a Basu-confi-
dant, leader of the CPI(M) in
Parliament and Chairman of the
WBIDC, offered to quit office say-
ing that he would not like to don-
tinue in the absence of Mr. Basu.
Also citing failing health as a

reason for his planned retire-
ment, he said: “1 cannot cope
with the pressures of Parliament
anymore because of my poor
health. T will quit the day Mr. Basu
retires.”

The State secretariat of the
Communist Party of India(Marx-
ist) met during the day to examine
and ratify Mr. Basu's decision on
retirement and forwarded it to the
Left Front which would ceremo-
nially endorse it tomorrow.

Mr. Basu, who has been in the
Communist party since 1940, said
that even though he would not
contest the coming Assembly
elections, he would most certain-
ly participate in the campaign on
behalf of the Front.

“I am definite we will come
back to power since the Opposi-
tion is showing signs of frustra-
tion as reflected in its demand for
imposition of President’s Rule on
the State,” he commented.

Mr. Basu said the Front Gov-
ernment had created a record not
only in the country but in the
world by its achievements which
include the introduction of the
panchayati raj system, land re-
forms and holding of elections at
regular intervals in a democratic
environment. He referred to the
Election Commission’s certifi-
cates to his government for hold-
ing peacetul polls.

Many in the CPI(M) and the
Left parties are most certain to try
and stall the issue of Mr. Basu’s
retirement but the chances of
success of such efforts appear re-

mote given the fa that the
CPI(M) general secrgtary, Mr.
Harkishan Singh | Surjeet,
who had twice sucdeeded in
dissuading Mr. Basu from re-
tiring, has apparently come
round to accepting the idea
after Mr. Basu forcefully put
forth his arguments.

At the recent party meet in
Thiruvananthapuram, Mr.
Surjeet, like before, tried to
dissuade Mr. Basu from
pressing the plan for retire-
ment saying: ‘‘Please hangon

for a few more months,” but re-
lented only after realising Mr. Ba-
su would not change his stand..

1 dissuaded you from retiring
earlier because of the threat of
imposition of President’s rule on
Bengal. True, the threat has re-
ceded but I will still request you to
stay on.”

Mr. Basu, however, chose to
give expression to his own plans.

See also Page 13

ALL IN THE GAM:E

No. NOT THE DOCTOR-
THE HIGH-COMMAND
DIAGNOSED MY
SICKNESS...
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Basv quits uﬁvr Left Front nod

. in on 6 November.

e

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & PTI

SILIGURI/CALCUTTA, Oct. 28.
— Mr Jyoti Basu tonight sub-
mitted his resignation to the
Governor after the Left Front
approved his decision to step
down.

“The Governor received Mr
Basu’s resignation at 10 p.m.,”
said Raj Bhavan officials in
Darjeeling. :

A\ e

GOVERNOR TO RETRN ON 4 NOVEMBER

DARJEELING, Oct. 28. — The Governor will leave for Calcutta
on 4 November for the swearing-in ceremony of Mr Buddhadev
Bhattacharya. Mr Viren Shah was to have stayed in Darjeeling
till 19 November but had to change his schedule after getting a
message from the chief secretary yesterday evening. It said Mr
Jyoti Basu had decided to resign as the chief minister.

Mr Shah was not available for comment. He, however, is
expected to be back in Darjeeling soon after the swearing-in cer-
emony. Members of family will stay in Darjeeling till he returns

Earlier, the LF cleared Mr
Basu’s resignation and unani-
mously elected Mr Buddhadev
Bhattacharya as his successor.
Mr Bhattacharya will be sworn

The deputy chief minister’s
post, which Mr Bhattacharya
has been occupying to lessen Mr
Basu’s burden, will be abolished.

The LF meeting may have been
a formality after Mr Basu yester-
day announced his decision. But
it was charged with emotion,
with Mr Basu explaining the
reasons for his resignation.

Some LF constituent leaders
tried to prevail on Mr Basu to
continue till the next Assembly

Mr Jyoti Basu at the Left Front meeting at CPI-M headquarters in Calcutta on Saturday. — The Statesman

polls, but they had to concede
his demand after he spoke at
length on his failing health.

Mr Basu prefaced his speech

t with an explanation: why he

had to break the news to the
media before informing the
Left Front committee. “It would
have been better if I could

announce the decision at this
meeting. But the news had
been leaked to the press and
when journalists sought confir-

mation I had to oblige. I acted
unintentionally,” he told the
meeting.

Yesterday, some LF partners

from Calcutta. — SNS

were dismayed after getting
the news of Mr Basu’s resigna-
tion. They had even decided to
express disapproval against the
step at today’s meeting.

Mr Debabrata Bandopadhyay,
RSP state secretary, however,
told journalists after the meet-
ing that though they wanted Mr
Basu to continue for some more
time, they had to be “realistic”.

Mr Sailen Dasgupta, Left
Frontchairman, told journal-
ists that Mr Basu had pleaded
with the party several times to
relieve him of the onerous

day, Mr Dasgupta said. “Obvi-
ously, he wasn’t able to give
more time to his work. Hence,
we decided to accede to his
request when he raised the mat-
ter once again a few days back.”
Some front partners proposed
that Mr Basu be made the Left
Front chairman, But the meet-
ing felt he didn’t need any such
official position, for “he’s not only
a CPI-M politburo member but
also an undisputed LF leader,
and as such would continue to
guide it,” Mr Biman Bose, CPI-M
politburo member, said.

responsibilities of the post of
chief minister.

Mr Basu had been attending
his office for about two hours in
the morning and keeping appoi-
ntments for the later part of the

All of Mr Basu’s ministers
will hold their portfolios in the
new ministry, Mr Anil Biswas,
CPI-M state secretary, said.

spectre of another split, ideological clash hauntsCPl(

MANASH GHOSH
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CALCUTTA, Oct. 28. — Mr Jyoti Basu’s resigna-
tion has cleared the decks for one more split in
the CPI-M and another ideological battle
between hardliners and liberals.

Liberals, like Mr Subhas Chakraborty, loyal to
Mr Basu, will now won't hesitate to take on the
party on ideological issues.

The liberals, led by Mr Chakraborty, want CPI-
M to dump its “hypocritical posturings” on par-
liamentary democracy. And even after the

; change in the party’s programme at the Thiruva-
i nanthapuram plenum, the hardliners want to
© stick to the party’s original objective of establish-

ing a dictatorship of the proletariat.
Another liberal, Mr Samir Putatunda, South

.. 24-Parganas unit secretary, described the

amended programme as “mere renovation and
certainly not updating”. Many fellow liberals

* share his view, indicating that ideological battle

will intensify.

"E STATESMAR
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Mr Basu is aware of the impending battle and its
consequences. So he felt this was the best time to
leave. For, he wants to go down in history as a
symbol of unity, not only for his party but also for
the Left Front. He knows the split could affect
other LF partners too and doesn’t want to take

sides in the battle. P

Mr Basu had more than once asked g8
Mr Chakraborty not to split the i
party “while I'm around”. The
transport minister respected his
wish, for he looked up to him as a
leader who could sort differences.

But with Mr Basu no longer the
administrative head, Mr Chakraborty
knows there’ll be none to redress the lib-
erals’ grievances and settle disputes.

The liberals are worried because Mr Buddhadev
Bhattacharya’s elevation as chief minister will
create serious functional problems. Though earli-
er Mr Bhattacharya sympathised with those
demanding greater democracy and transparency
in the party, eventually hardliners won him over

29 07 20p

by offering him the chief ministership.

A greater worry for the liberals is Mr
Bhattacharya’s lack of mass base. Unlike Mr Basu,
he doesn’t have an “image”, hence, he can be easily
manipulated by hardliners, the liberals fear. Mr

Bhattacharya’s future is dependent heavily on-

_the hardliners’ favours, like shifting
by, him from his “risky” Jadavpur seat
. to a safer one, from where he can
win easily.
B The ideclogical battle will cen-
tre around the contradictions in
the party’s amended pro-
) gramme. For instance, the liber-
als want the hardliners to come
clear on the parliamentary system.
After trumpeting “pathbreaking” achieve-
ments like introducing land reforms and panchay-
ati raj during the LF’s 24-year rule, they say the
leadership should be honest enough to admit that
considerable changes could be effected through
parliamentary institutions.
Though the party has been in power for almost

a quarter of a century, many hardliners still fear
that reactionary forces would topple their gov-
ernment by taking advantage of the parliamen-
tary system. '

“Mr Prakash Karat and Mr Anil Biswas should-
n’t brag about LF’s achievements when
they have no faith in the system that helped the
party with significant achjevements. With dogma-
tists like them ¢alling the shots in the central
committee and politburo, we know where we
stand on the idological plane,” said a Chakraborty
associate. “They lack courage to own their blun-
ders. They have not regretted their ... 1996 Hima-
layan blunder. The reason is simple. If they did
they wouldn’t be... leaders any more.”

The hardliners have come under attack from
their own fold too. Mr Biswas and Mr Biman
Bose have been criticised by some fellows hard-
liners for not being able to keep Mr Asim
Chatterjee’s Communist Revolutionary League
of India in the LF. “It’s your discredit that you
couldn’t keep the Left’s natural ally with you,”
said a leader.




Buddha competent e

Mr Jyoti Basu addresses his last raily as chief minister at Sahid Minar on Monday. — The Statesman (Report on page 3)
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CALCUTTA, Oct. 30. — Mr
Jyoti Basu is confident that he
has put the state he ran for the
past 23 years in the hands of
the right man.

“Buddhadev is not a child. He
is very experienced and compe-
tent enough to run the affairs
of the state,” he said at
Writers’ Buildings today.

“Buddha is not new to politics.
He joined at an early age and
had been involved in the student
and youth movements of the
party. He is very éxperienced.
All of us discussed and decided
that Buddha would be the next
chief minister. He will perform
well,” Mr Basu said, and called
the man in question to sit next
to him when photographers
clamoured for a photo-op.

Even though many believe
that the Marxists’ popularity
late, Mr

ouU
o

lead the party well during the
next Assembly elections.
“There’s no reason why we
shouldn’t win the next elections.
All of us would help Buddha in
this regard”, he assured.

But, won’t his absence affect
the CPI-M’s poll prospects? “I
don’t deny the importance of an
individual. But one cannot
undermine the importance of
party organisation, party cam-
paigns and programmes. All
these play a very important
role too,” Mr Basu said.

The octagenarian leader
couldn’t resist taking a swipe at
archrival Miss Mamata Baner-
jee, when reporters sought his
reaction to her statement that
Mr Basu was running away
before the polls. “Mamata does-
n’t have any political decency.
When Miss Banerjee became a
minister, I thought she would
change a bit. But she hasn't,”
Mr Basu retorted.

As for Opposition leaders who

gh: Basu

quit, Mr Basu assured them
that he would definitely join
again, if “they can give me
proper medicines to make me
fit once again”.

Asked about his post-retire-
ment plans, Mr Basu said that
he wasn’t quitting politics. “I'm
not leaving the party. As a
chief minister [ have done
whatever was required in all
these 23 years. But I cannot
continue any longer because of
my health. If I can’t work, why
should I occupy the CM’s office.
For the last one-and-a-half
years I have been urging the
party to relieve me of my ;
responsibilities”.

Mr Basu said he was grateful
to the people of Bengal for the
affection they have lavished on
him for the past 23 years.

Regarding the formation of
the third front;"'Mr Basu admit-
ted that itvas an uphill task
to rope ifi all sorts of parties.
“But it should one,” he
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dia giant
move is the disastrous experience of the cellular
phone and FM channels, It is also a move to cut
down monopolies. This means that just the play-
ers with the deepest pockets — clearly Zee and
Star — will not get a head-start.
~ Those who will get licenses will have to enter
a revenue-sharing arrangement with the
ent of India.
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/ Surjeet rejects Bardhan’s
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NEW DELH]I, Oct. 30. — The
CPI-M has rejected the CPI call
for Communist reunification
and stressed that there still are
fundamental differences divid-
ing the two Communist parties.
In a letter to Mr AB Bardhan
since his interview with The
Statesman, Mr Harkishan
Singh Surjeet has virtually sig-
nalled another round of cold
war between the two parties.
He also released his three-page
letter to the Press, which said,
“since you (Mr Bardhan) have
| aired your views in public, I am
compelled to do the same”.

J Conceding that “the urge for the
' unity of the Communist move-
ment is prevalent among large
it +.sgctions of the sympathisers and
1 well-wigshers”, Mr Surjeet
I reminded Mr Bardhan that
-“echoing this desire is one thing,
but shifting the onus without
addressing the larger issue of the
“1 programmatic understanding, is

rcise,
which eems
guile”. The CPI
leadership said it
would respond to
Mr Surjeet’s let-
ter as soon as Mr
Bardhan returns-
from Calcutta.
“We will dis-
cuss the issue in
the party forum
after Comrade
Bardhan
returns to Delhi

the mid-50s”,
and therefore “it
may be a bit dif-
ficult (for Mr
Bardhan) to rea-
lige the pain and
pangs that pre-
3 ceded the split...
I would urge up-
lon you to go

minous material
that is available
on this subject.
Even a cursory

and then will
give a formal

Mr Harkishan Singh Surjeet

glance through
his data will

reply to
Comrade Surjeet,” Mr D Raja,
CPI secretariate member, said.
He felt Mr Surjeet’s reply to Mr
Bardhan’s “views expressed in
a newspaper interview, is not
in the right perspective”.

In his letter, Mr Surjeet said
Mr Bardhan, unlike him, was
“not in the leadership at the
time when the intense debate
began in the undivided party in

R LT

reveal that there
i1s no truth in the statement.
There is no fundamental differ-
ences between the parties now”,
Expressing shock at Mr
Bardhan’s “evaluation of the spe-
cial conference of the CPI-M for
updating its programme, as con-
tained in The Statesman”, Mr
Surjeet said the 1964
split was the result of a decade-
long inner-party struggle. “The

through the volu-.

unity call

central issue in the debate was
the class character of the state
and the government as well
as the class alliance. Whereas
the then dominant leadership
and later on the post-split
CPI adovocated cooperaion with
the government characterising it
as representing the national
bourgeoisie, those who later
formed the CPI-M differed from
the asessment and characterised
the Indian state as being ruled
by the bourgeois-landlord classes
headed by the big bourgeoisie”.
After underlining the funde-
mental differences, Mr Surjeet
balmed the CPI for disrupted
Left unity by forming an anti-
CPM alliance with the Congress '
and heading such (alliance) a
government in Kerala.
Reminding Mr Bardhan that
a copy of the updated CPI-M
programme had been sent to
him in advance, Mr Surjeet
told Mr Bardhan to note that

¥ See SURJEET: page8_~
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29 OCTOBER
EST BENGAL governor
iren J. Shah on Sunday
accepted the resignation
of the state’s longest serving chief
minister Jyoti Basu on health
grounds and asked him to contin-
ue till alternative arrangements
were made.

“The governor accepted Mr
Basu’s resignation and asked
him to continue in office till
alternative arrangements are
made,” Raj Bhavan sources in
Darjeeling, where Mr Shah is
holidaying, said.

The governor will return to
Calcutta after being officially
intimated by the chief secretary
on the swearing-in of the new
Left Front government headed
by Mr Basu’s successor
Buddhdev Bhattacharya, they
said.

Mr Basu's resignation was
received by the governor at
10:00 p.m. on Saturday shortly
after the Left Front approved

Basw: End of an era

octogenarian Basu’s decision to
demit office and elected his
deputy Bhattacharya as his suc-
cessor. After the meeting, The
Front chairman, Mr Sailen
Dasgupta said “Basu will contin-
ue to function as chief minister
till November 6  when
Bhattacharya will be sworn in.”

Mr Dasgupta said other min-
isters will also take oath but

FOR CONNOISSEURS OF THE INDYAL PO}

AP
(.}ovetlznor accepts Basu's
resignatio

A

on health grounids

“there will not be any change in
their portfolios and the deputy
chief minister’s post will be
abolished.” -

Mr Basu ruled West Bengal
for 24 consecutive years before
announcing his decision to
resign on health grounds at the
meeting.

He explained in detail to the
coalition partners his inability to
function as the chief minister. “I
have been requesting for long to
relieve me from the post. Now I
want to quit. [ seek your
approval,” Mr Basu told the meet-
ing. Mr Dasgupta said a proposal
to make Mr Basu the Left Front
chairman was not discussed, but
he will continue to work for the
party both at the state and nation-
al levels as the party politburo
member.

The Front partners became
emotional and some of them raised
objection to the undisputed lead-
er’s stepping down, but later every
one approved his decision to
demit office. / —PT1

Sonia meets
a challenger
in Prasada

New Delhl
29 OCTOBER

N PERHAPS the first fight against the Nehru-

Gandhi family for the Congress president’s post,

dissident leader Jitendra Prasada filed on
Sunday, his nomination against incumbent Sonia
Gandhi for the November 12 poll amid scuffle and
scenes involving loyalist and dissident supporters.

Mr Prasada, who had declared on Saturday to
continue his “fight on issues to its logical conclu-
sion”, finally ended suspense on Sunday by driv-
ing in a motorcade to the AICC headquarters and
personally filing his nomination in the company of
three MPs and some MLAs supporting him.

Soon after Mr Prasada filed five sets of nomi-
nation papers, there was a scuffle between his
supporters and Sonia loyalists amid vociferous
slogans and counterslogans. The police had a
tough time separating the two groups even as lead-
ers like Ajit Jogi and Renuka Chowdhary tried to
pacify the situation.

This was the second time in recent years that a

B -

contest was being witnessed for the Congress
president’s post.

In 1997, Sharad Pawar and the late Rajesh
Pilot had contested against then incumbent
Sitaram Kesri who won with a massive majority
and Mr Prasada had played a major role in his
success.

After filing his papers, Mr Prasada said his

| decision to contest was a tribute to late party lead-

ers, Sitaram Kesri and Rajesh Pilot, who strove for
inner party democracy and to honour the wishes

. of the party workers. Later, the chairman of the

— —— -

VETERAN LEADER UPSET OVER POLL METHOD

DRAWING BATTLE LINES: Congress party member

Jitendra Prasada leaves the party office after
filing his nomination for the upcoming party
election in New Delhi on Sunday. — AP

party’s Central Election Authority (CEA) Ram
Niwas Mirdha told reporters that as many as 85
nominations — 80 in favour of Ms Gandhi and
five for Mr Prasada — have been filed.

The Congress leaders who supported Mr
Prasada’s candidature included three party MPs
from Uttar Pradesh, Khan Gufran Zahidi, Begum
Noor Bano and Sujan Singh Bundela, besides half
a dozen party MLAs from the state including
Sarvashakti Singh and Chetram.

Prominent among other Prasada supporters
were former MPs, Manvendra Singh, Ram Ratan
Ram, Venod Sharma and Pinaki Mishra.

Mr Mirdha said of the five nominations filed in
favour of Mr Prasada, two Avere from Uttar

Pradesh and three were join from Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Chandgar ashtra, Orissa

and Jharkhand. v —PT1
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Advani his rejoinder to Mr
George Fernandes’s “politically
motivated and biased” report
on law and order in West
Bengal.

A persistent buzz of Mamata’s
name at the press conference
had the chief minister bristling
with rage.

G
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE -
& AGENCIES

CALCUTTA, Sept. 13. — Mr
Jyoti Basu withdrew today the
talks offer his deputy had made
to Miss Mamata Banerjee on
Monday, declaring the CPI-M
had “nothing to discuss” with

‘Basu rules out ta%ks

arise.”

Mr Basu repeated at the press
conference all the themes he
has of late been harping on: the
defence minister’s “lies”.and
the “exaggerated” representa-
tion in the media of the
Midnapore conflict, the CII's
certificate to the state as an
investment destination, the

with Mamata

9:9'((;91""

Constitution ...” \/é

He would not share with
reporters the gist of his letter
to Mr Advani. “You have to
work to keep your jobs. Why
should I tell you? Read the copy
/of the letter when it is given to
‘you.”

"Kshiti: Contrasted with the
chief minister’s belligerence, it

the Trinamul Congress.

The chief minister repeated
his description of the railway
\ niinister as a “violent woman”,

iterated the Trinamul-BJP was

entirely responsible for the rag-
ing political violence in the
state, and announced there
was no reason for him to visit

“Mamata, Mamata, Mamata
... how many times will you say
her name? What is my relation
with Mamata?-1 have said time
and again that she is a violent
type of woman,” he fumed.

There was no way he was
going to meet her, the chief
minister said. “I have nothing

was left to the RSP, junior
Front partner, to strike the
note of reconciliation today.
The government must talk
with Miss Mamata Banerjee to
find-a way to ease the disturb-
ing law and order situation,
senior RSP leader and PWD

“untrue” apprehensions about
the railway minister’s security
in West Bengal, and the “dis-
crepancies” in the Centre’s
communiques oh law and order
to the state.

The Centre could not, even if
it~ wanted, advance the

Midnapore. - to do with her. The question of

He said he had sent to Mr LK

Assembly polls'in the state, Mr
i,

“There is the A See BASU: page 8
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CPM reprimands
Saifuddin again

7 STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE | \
CALCUTTA, Sept. 14. — The state
CPI-M leadership today reprimanded
Mr Saifuddin Chowdhury for the
third time and cautioned him against
making controversial statements to
the Press in “violation of party
norms.”

According to party insiders, the for-
mer MP can be expelled if he contin-
ues to make such statements.

At the two-day CPI-M state commit-
tee meeting, the state secretariat was
Ly ¥ | authorised to take action against Mr

- Chowdhury if the situation so war-
Mr Saifuddin Chowdhury ranted. There was voting on the issue.
| And liberal camp leaders, unhappy over the move, stayed away.

Party insiders say some hardliner leaders — like Mr Bireswar
Lahiri and Mr Dipak Dasgupta — reportedly argued for Mr
Chowdhury’s expulsion. Some liberal camp leaders wondered if
the party could take such a stand against Mr Chowdhury merely
because of differences on political issues.

They reportedly alleged that the party had failed to take tough
stand on those indicted in the organisational probe into the Beni
Engineering case. They were apparently not happy with the lead-
ership’s softening of stand on Mr Lakshmi Chatterjee, former
North 24-Parganas district committee member arrested last year
after complaints by the Beni Engineering owner.

The leadership decided at the state committee meeting to divest |

Mr Chatterjee of organisational posts.

Mr Subhas Chakraborty and Mr Amitava Nandi were indirectly
indicted by the three-member probe committee for allegedly
accepting donations from the owner of the Kamarhati-based
industrial unit for voluntary organisations controlled by them.
Insiders say they will be pulled up within the party fora and the
matter will not be made public.

During the day, Mr Gautam Deb, state housing minister, report-
edly said Mr Chakraborty’s name was unnecessarily dragged into
the Beni Engineering case to protect another prominent North 24-
Parganas leader. Mr Anil Biswas, state party secretary, told
reporters that Mr Lakshmi Chatterjee got the “benefit of doubt”
and hence expulsion move was not initiated against him,

Insiders say the leadership decided not to proceed further on Mr
Subhas Chakraborty’s charges against two probe committee mem-
bers after he withdrew his allegation that the two had been influ-
enced during the course of probe. The state committee decided to
expel Mr Durgapada Ghosh, a member of Birbhum district party
committee, for owning land beyond the ceiling. It accepted an
inquiry committee report on corruption charges against two party
members of Kakdwip, South 24-Parganas.
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ALARM IN ANDHEKA
L%, ¢ Naxalite threat to Naidu 1\ 9

HE Nzxalite menace in Andhra Pradesh is long-standing
‘ and made worse by the fact that Chandrababu Naidu’s hi-
tech reputation is not matched by reforms in the countryside.
The underground movement has its roots in the demand for
redistribution of land and in the grinding poverty of people
whose cause was taken up by outfits like PWG. An earnest
effort to address socio-economic issues in the villages would
have halted the Naxalite influence that now causes alarm.
The latest threat to the chief minister’s life is a direct conse-
quence of this failure. The late NTR tried experiments like
lifting the ban on the PWG in the hope that it would encour-
age them to join the mainstream. It was reinforced with a
rehabilitation package for militants who surrender. Nothing
" has worked. It is now up to the chief minister to mix progres-
sive ideas on technology with rural uplift. Or else his govern-
ment which has earned handsome applause for cyber con-
sciousness is destined to be plagued by unrest in Telengana.
Obviously Naxalites have made up their minds to go their
own way seeking support and a steady supply of arms from !
rebel groups in other states. No wonder the police in
Hyderabad have noticed that Naxalites are adopting guerrilia
tactics acquired through extremist literature and exchanges
with other extremist groups. The police can at best defend
themselves and pass off elimination of extremists as “encoun-
ters”; administrative firmness is essential when the situation
threatens to go out of hand. That does not solve the problem.
Nor can violence rooted in human distress which finds grass-
root support be stamped out by law. Concern for basic rural
issues must be seen as real before attitudes change. Naidu has
performed a miracle in Hyderabad to virtually eliminate polit-
ical rivals; he needs to perform another in the countryside.
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ndrababu Naidu would like to go down as the man who finished the People’s War
recoup and regroup. Therefore, the talks both sides seem agreeahle to would

p. For their part, the Naxalites would seek to buy time to
precious little, if anything at all. STANLEY THEODORE reports

1
A\

present drama involving
IAndhra Pradesh chief minis-
ter N Chandrababu Naidu
and the People’s War Group
expressing a willingness for talks has
its origin in the meaningless and
purposeless meandering of the
debate in the state agsembly on the
Naxalite issue. After Mr Naidu’s
reply, where he said his mandate
was to ensure law and order in the
state, Congress legislator Jeevan
Reddy drew the chief minister’s
attention to a newspaper report of 3
April wherein revolutionary wtiter
Vara Vara Raoc made a statement
favouring talks between the govern-
ment and the Naxalites. This hap-
pened exactly four weeks after pan-
chayat raj minister A Madhav Reddy
was killed in a landmine explosion.
Mr Naidu then said the PWG’s aim
was to achieve power by the gun and
unless they stopped violence there
was no scope for talks. “If one holds a
gun and says that he will do as he
pleases, there is nothing to talk
about,” he said. But as an after-
thought he added that he would con-
. vene an all-party meeting to discuss
the matter and he would have no
hesitation in inviting Vara Vara Rao
and revolutionary balladeer Mr
Gaddar. His underlying condition,
though not force-

[

Bizarre war,

the law.

The fortnight
before this, three
key encounters
occurred. On 16
April, four Nax-
alites of the spe-
cial action team
that killed Mad-
hav Reddy were
shot dead in the
capital. On 26
April, six Naxal-
ites of the Rac-
hakonda armed
squad, one of the
most militant
units, were killed
in  Nalgonda.
Twenty-four
hours later 12
Naxalites were
killed in War-
angal and this
decimated the

major Parakal
armed squad.

The chronology of events suggests
that a sense of desperation has crept
into the PWG as is evident from its
conciliatory tone of making “only con-
stitutional demands”. This is primar-
ily because the Constitution is one

thing the PWG does not believe in.

Behind this is

ful, was clear — R an extremely
the PWG would shrewd tactic of
h to stop it " the under-
e acimiee  “Ifoneholds agunand  ground organi-
The PWG took 1 gt' It'gl k-
sait month vo S8y that he will do as he - 5, %; & breai
make their point. 1 1 because it has
make their point- pleases, there is no}hmg to because it has
listed eight chased and
demands — talk abOUt"' beaten over the

ranging from a
judicial inquiry
into the encoun-
ter that killed their three top leaders
in December last to a lifting of the
ban on the outfit and an end to comb-
ing operations by the police.

They also described their violence as
acts of self-defence against state
repression. They said their demands
needed to be met, for them to stop the
violence and to create a conducive
atmosphere for talks.

The operative part of their twe-page
note was: “If the government is ready
to meet these demands and they are
proven in implementation, we here-
with announce that we will cease
fire.” Significantly, they claimed
their demands were well within the
framework of the Constitution and

past 18 months.
The need for
some quality
breathing space is being felt all the
more because of the serious reverses
the PWG has suffered. It needs time
to recoup and regroup.

What the PWG is looking for is the
breaks it got in 1990 and again in
1994. In 1990, then Congress chief
minister M Channa Reddy, shaken
by the kidnappings of legislators,
allowed the PWG to operate on the
surface. For the entire year it held
meetings and launched a member-
ship drive. i

After Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination
in 1991, the ban was imposed and for
the next four years the Congress gov-
ernment and the police went about
with a purpose of finishing the PWG.

In 1995, when
NT Rama Rao
returned to
power,
announced the
“suspension” of
the ban.

Though he and
Mr Naidu, then
his revenue min-
ister, were hard
pressed to define
what “suspen- [
sion of ban”
meant, the bot-
tom line was
that the PWG |
was being put on
probation — “if
the outfit behaved itself, the ban
would be lifted”.

These two periods are critical to the
PWG, being what the situation is
today. Had Channa Reddy or NTR
not suffered from weak knees, the
story might well have been different.
Apart from tending to their wounds,
the PWG needs the time to under-
stand where it is headed. It needs to
address itself to a serious deficiency
that it has discovered during its
introspection sessions — that it is
not educating the people sufficiently
enough on the need for an ardﬁed
struggle against the state. A leader
acknowledged that keeping aw:
from the police is taking so muchdé
the militant cadres’ attention that
the outfit is left with neither the timk
nor the energy to even think of pré-

A Madhav Reddy

{inset) and the remains
of the vehicle in which
he was travelling; and
Naidu — talking tough.

paganda.

Against this back-
drop, expressing a
willingness  for
talks appears to be
the PWG’s clear
ploy to buy time
1 and space. On the
1 other hand, Mr
Naidu suffers no
such compulsions
as his police hold
the edge in the bush battles. His
readiness for talks is no more than a
politician’s readiness to talk to any-
one under the sun as long as his pur-
pose is served. Mr Naidu, in this
case, has his purpose well defined —
to go down as the man who finished
the PWG.

Now comes the most pertinent ques-
tion: what are the two going to talk
about? To begin with, the PWG will
insist on these eight demands, with
only the lifting of the ban being some
sort of an irritant between the two.
As NTR did in 1995, Mr Naidu may
offer to put them on probation and
say the future depends on how well
they stay away from violence.

Yet as head of an elected govern-
ment he should and will ask them to

join the mainstream if their demands -

Pix coustesy /ndia Today
g are to be met.
Joining the main-
stream means
the PWG has to
shed its under-
ground nature
and participate in
elections. This in
turn means that
the PWG would
have to go back
on its cardinal
principl/e -
# achieving politi-
g cal power
through a pro-
tracted armed
struggle.
If Mr Naidu fails
to place this con-
dition, then his
tenure would be

§ untenable.
Is it possible for
the PWG to

ki yield? At the cen-
tre of the outfit’s beliefs is the con-
tention that the present democracy is
a farce and a revolution, with the
people taking to arms, is needed to
usher in a “New Democracy”. To
expect the PWG to tear these pages
out of its book is absurd, to say the
least.

But the group
believes that
except for the
issue of taking
power there are
several other
demands that it
can make “on
behalf of the peo-
ple” while pursu-
ing its primary

objective of
achieving power
through an

armed struggle. “During the entire
course of the Vietnam War, there
was a continuous dialogue in Paris.
There were several rounds of talks
between Israel and Palestine. But
there will be no compromise on the
PWG’s core philosophy,” one of the
PWG@G’s revolutionary leaders said.

Assuming that the dialogue pro-
gresses, the PWG will widen its
range of demands. Most certainly Mr
Naidu will be asked to go back on
reforms, shun the World Bank and
condemn the Sankhya Vahini. This
is more or less like asking the chief
minister to surrender his soul. But
this is what the PWG will ask once
the original set of demands is met.

I
The PWG appears to hold
the argument that in a
democracy dissent has to
be given space
P

cold tactics

-

Politically speaking, there is no real
need for Mr Naidu to sit down and
hear these demands, ¢pecially after
he has won a re-election, which he
said endorsed his reform process.
But he certainly needs to explain the
death toll and when the people of
North Telengana can leave their
homes without the fear of being
caught in the crossfire. This is some-
thing the PWG also needs to expldjn.
Beyond this, there 1s practically no
meeting point between the two.

The PWG appears to hold the argu-
ment that in a democracy dissent
has to be given space, even opinions
that are against democracy itself. It
wants to use this space that democ-
racy provides tc go about and spread
the message of why it is necessary to
wage a war against the state and
overthrow it. For instance, the
PWG’s status is illegal but il waJi;*Q
the legislature to make it legal, even
as it retains its prerogative of hold-
ing the gun. And to exploit this
democratic space has the PWG come
up with such cold tactics for talks.

Mr Naidu is at the opposite end of
this spectrum. He, in all probability,
will not allow the Naxalites much
space. Further, he will turn the
wrench by stepping up police actign
which in turn will choke the PW({s
quest for spa
That will be
cold tactic to
the war.

The
drama

presan

is

n this bizarre
war'waged in the fiame of the people
— not against insurgents or hostile
neighbours but between sons of the
soil themselves. :
Each is agreeable to talks that will
yield precious little or nothing at all.
Each would seek to highlight one’s
point of view — that an effort has
been made to buy peace and the
other party had not respected it. In
the same breath, each also expresses
the willingness to offer more sacri-
fices. The drama is surreal and
promises to make the Millenmium
Year the bloodiest ever.

(The author is Hyderabad-based
corespondent of The Statesmar.)




Multl-pronged

. assault on \O/

°* e Naxalites ' 3

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 4: The Centre
today decided to ban the People’s
War Group (PWG) and some of its
front organisations operating in
Andhra  Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Orissa, Maharashtra
and Bibar as part of a larger plan
to “exert maximum pressure on
Left-wing extremism’”.

The government also decided
to establish a joint operations cen-
tre to be headed by a senior official
from each of the five states where
Naxalites have stepped up activi-
ties. The centre will coordinate
both intelligence networking and
ground operations.

Indications are that an officer
from Andhra Pradesh, which has
prioritised fighting Naxalite vio-
lence, will lead the centre which is
yet to get a final shape.

The decisions were taken
today at a meeting of chief minis-
ters of the five states convened by
Union home minister LK. Ad-
vani. Advani said the Ceritral ban
on the Naxalite outfits was neces-

sary, even though states will try to
open dialogue with these.

“Banning is necessary as it
will ensure that they come within
the purview of a legal system. Qut-
lawing them will help us o arrest
the leaders of the various organi-
sations,” Advani said. Andhra
Pradesh has already banned the
PWG. The decision also means
that the ban will be virtually coun-
trywide which will enable all stat-
esto act against PWG activists.

While the Maoist Communist
Centre (MCC), which operates
over a large area in central and
south Bihar, has been ontlawed by

the state, Madhya Pradesh has
conveyed to the states that it plans
10 ban the PWG dalams (units)
which operate from its territory.
Orissa, Maharashtra and Bihar
have been asked to ban the PWG
operating from various parts of
the three states.

Andhra Pradesh chief minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu landed
abombshell at the meeting. His in-
telligence had detected “estab-
lished links of the PWG with radi-
cal organisations operating in
Peru (Shining Path), Germany,
Turkey, the Philippimes, Belgium
and Nepal”, he said.

Naidu added that the PWG had
also established links with other
“geparatist” groups in the coun-
try. He was interested in using un-
manned aerial vehicles to track
the movement of the extremists,
the chief minister said. Advani
said though the defence ministry
had raised some initial ob]ectmns
Naidu’s proposal was being seri-
ously considered and “1t will most
probably be sanction

Empha51s1ng that the Naxalite
movement “in its origins was are-
bellion agamst democracy” Ad-
vani said: “What started in West
Bengal in the late Sixties with ide-
ological and idealistic commit-
ment has now degenerated into
crime. Tt is bereft of any ideology
and idealism. The so-called Naxal
outfits exploit backwardness of
the citizens and the regions.”

Therefore, he said, there was a
need to adopt a two-pronged strat-
egy to fight Left-wing extremism:
use of security forces and initia-
tion of development programmes,

All states barring Bihar have
sent their development plans to
the Planning Commission for

Chandrababu Naidu with LK Advani at the Inter-State
Council standing committee meeting. Picture by Rajesh Kumar

early release of funds.

On development, all states agr-
eed to improve infrastructure in
areas affected by Naxalite activi-
ties. The chief ministers agreed
that more roads should be built.
They said they would take up
poverty alleviation programmes
for tribals and the poor.

Advani assured the chief min-
isters that he will take up the de-
mand made by Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh to amend the
Forest Conservation Act which
will remove the legal hurdles for
laying new roads and starting de-
velopment projects in tribal-domi-
nated areas.
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M.K. NARAYANAN

very now and then
reports tend to be put
out by the authorities
that the Marxist-

. Spring

moy
Rl

It would be a mistake to view
the Marxist-Leninist movement
at the beginning of the 21st cen-
tury as basically no different
from “the Spring Thunder” that
sent its thunder claps across
Bengal. Andhra Pradesh and
Kerala during the Sixties and
the Seventies. The Marxist-

§ Leninist ideology that aimed at

cleansing the Augean stables of
the Left Communists, mainly
that of the CPI-M, and create a
new dawn after the many false
hopes raised by the Communist
Left is virtually non-existent
today. Stripped off its ideologi-
cal underpinnings. the Marxist-

Leninist better known as the Lenipist movement has become
Naxalite movement is on the @ caricature of what it once pro-

that the common thread that
seems to run through PWG
related “actions” in AP, MP and
Bihar points to links with the
ISL :

In the past, the PWG had con-
nections with the LTTE. It also
maintained a distant relation-
ship with the Latin America
based “Sandro Luminoso”
(Shining Path) guerrillas. A
nexus of sorts -existed between
the PWG and the ULFA (in
Assam). These linkages helped
the PWG strengthen its base
over the years. Lately it has
been trying to build a super-
structure, and evidence points to
the 1SI as its new “mentor.”
Stray items of evidence linking
the PWG to ISI “moles” in
Hyderabad and elsewhere must
not, hence, be, ignored. The
consequences of the ISI operat-
ing under the cloak of -an ideo-

wane, having suffered yet

another series of crippling §mbarking'on a diet of unbri-

blows at the hands of the forces
of law and order. Inured to a
daily diet of killings in J&K and
the North East currently (and in
Punjab previously), periodic
reports of sectarian strife and
violent tensions in the many
heartland states of the country,
and growing evidence of abduc-
tions, extortions and murders in
urban agglomerations by crimi-
nals and criminal gangs, the
nation remains indifferent to
whether this is true, or another
instance of obfuscation of facts,
Such placebos administered by
the authorities at regular inter-
vals have a down side, however,
in that by failing to assess the
true measure of the problem, the
steps taken remain at best half-
hearted.

The unvarnished truth is that
in the worst affected areas of
Naxalite violence which
encompass a sizeable segment
of India’s land mass and
embrace more than half a dozen
heartland  states of
(Andhra Pradesh and Bihar
being the most violence-prone)
—"“annihilations”™ of so-called
“class enemies” is not only in
vogue, but is on the increase.
Identification of “class ene-
mies” is hardly done by ideo-
logically ‘inspired or idealistic
¢lements, but by motley group
of “self styled revolutionaries,”
who often have the backing of
misguided libertarians, which
enables them to drum up sup-
port amongst the intelligentsia.
The spirit of the arch-deacon of
the Naxalite movement — the
late Charu Mazumdar — lives
on and his philosophy “death to
the class enemies” and precept
“learning warfare by waging
war” still survive. As existing
social contradictions become
more acute, the movement
seems to be tuming still more
violent and sanguinary. Also
despite the splintering of the
Marxist-Leninist movement
and the existence today of sev-
eral parties, factions and
groups, the sum total of the
parts appears much greater than
the whole in terms of strength
and vigour.

logically motivated militant
movement which cuts a wide
aled vYolence, bere\#of any doc- swathe across the territory of
trinal principal, it 1s devouring India can be serious. Dispirited
what 1s still left of its earlier police forces with little guid-
revolutionary promises. ance and even less training in
The disturbing aspects of the tactics of the covert warfare
“New Deal Marxism” are: first, cannot deal adequately with

fessed to be. Furthermore, by

India”

a penchant for inflicting large such a situation.

scale casualties where previous-
ly violence was specifically tar-
geted against individual “class
enemies”: next, the savage
nature of attacks now being
launched against police officers
and policemen unlike anything
seen previously (even at the
height of violence in the Sixties
and the Seventies) : third, the
spate of high profile killings —
a state minister in MP, senior
IPS officers and prominent
politicians in AP: fourth, the
extent and degree of sophistica-
tion now apparent in conducting
ambushes and attacks, and the
upgradation of skills revealed in
the course of such incidents:
and fifth, the suspicion that is
slowly getting confirmed of the
nexus developing with foreign
intelligence agencies like the
ISI, which is reshaping the char-
acter of the movement
Acquisition of deadly
weapons seems to pose few dif-
ficulties for Naxalite groups
like the PWG. While the Latin
American connection is no
longer secret, it is the abun-
dance of weapons available in
the arms bazaars of South East
Asia and to India’s Northwest
in Pakistan and Afghanistan
that has made matters easier.
State-of-the-art triggering
devices for setting-off bombs
and explosives seem to be plen-
tiful, specially with the PWG.
Radio and electronic signals are
increasingly being used to deto-
nate bombs and set-off land
mines. In several of the recent
“actions” carried out by the
PWG in AP and MP, the tech-
niques employed are strikingly
reminiscent of those currently
in use by Islamist mercenaries
in J&K and Northeast insur-
gents and this raises many perti-
nent issues. Ambushes using
decoys and leaving false trails
are also reminiscent of the tac-
tics employed by the ISI trained
Sikh terrorists in Punjab previ-
ously, and foreign militants in
J&K even today. An inference
that can be legitimately drawn
— based -on the cross pollina-
tion of techniques and tactics, is

Andhra Pradesh provides a
prime example of all that has
been said above namely the
degree of the “churn” in the
movement, upgrading of meth-
ods and techniques, and the
manner in which Naxalite
groups are able to shake-off set-
backs from time to time. During

1999, Fhe PWG suffered a series
of major setbacks, first during
the summer months, and later in
December when three of its cen-
t(al committee members were
killed in an encounter. It was,
never the less, able to bounce
back by swiftly embarking upon
a consolidation strategy and
moving out most of its key peo-
ple deeper into the forest areas
or to “safe houses” outside the

state. Employing the tactic used
by the LTTE in Sri Lanka and
Khal.istan Commando Force
(Panjwar faction) in the Punjab
;c‘arhe!', they insulated their
special action teams” from the
mam squads, leaving specifics
tacucs to the ingenuity and
resource of the former. Through
high profile killings of promi-
nent political leaders (as many
as half a dozen) and police offi-
cers (including two IPS offi-
cers) they greatly undermined
police morale and as well as the
confidence of the administra-
tion. Elections to Parliament
and the Assembly also provided
the PWG with an opportunity to
unleash a reign of terror of near
unprecedented intensity.

=
>ment’s cruel

The situation in
Bihar today on the
Naxalite front is a
far cry from the
strategy outlined
earlier by Vinod
Mishra, the doyen
of the Naxalite
movement in Bihar.
Vinod Mishra and the
CPI-ML (Liberation
Group) placed greater
emphasis on
developing heightened
consciousness among
the masses and on
developing mass
movements to create
a truly People’s
Democratic Front,
than on merely
engaging in violence
for its own sake.
What is taking place
in Bihar today is
quite the contrary.
Mindless violence
is endemic and mass
movements are

non-existent
]

After the three central com-
mittee members were eliminat-
ed. the PWG virtually “declared
war” blasting railway stations
and carrying out random attacks
on transport buses, rural banks,
telephone - exchange etc. This
lasted for more than a fortnight
during December, property
worth several crores of rupees
were destroyed, and atleast five
persons were killed. Sporadic
violence continues, and quite a
few instances of well planned
attacks, on a DSP’s office in
Warangal district (during Janu-
ary) and an armed public out-
post in Vishakapatnam district
(during February) in which
nearly a dozen policemen were
killed, have been reported.

In adjoining Madhya Pradesh,
the intensity and spread of Nax-
alite violence has been steadily
going up. Till last year, their
thrust was on organisational
activities, including the setting
up of “base areas” and “guerril-
la zones” with the objective of
establishing a “greater state of
Dandakaranva.” This is chang-
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ing, with nearly a dozen dis-
tricts of Madhya Pradesh now
being afflicted, to a greater or
lesser extent by Naxalite vio-
lence. The main locus of Nax-
alite militancy, however, con-
tinues to be in the three districts
of Bastar, Kankar and Dantewa-
da, but the dtstricts of Mandla,
Rajnandgaoh in south Bihar and
Sarguja alongside Bihar in the
North East now figure on the
violence map. In several parts
of the Bastar region, extortions
and intimidations by Naxalite
groups have reached a stage
where they tend to be regarded
as a paraliel centre of power.
Levying of “cess” on govern-
ment and other employees and
“induced” co-operation
between government person-
nel/local authorities and Nax-
alite groups evoke comparisons
with Nagaland.

Recent months have witnessed
an orgy of killings by the PWG
which operates with equal felic-
ity in both AP and MP. The
Madhya Pradesh state transport
minister was brutally hacked to
death in his village (Balaghat
district) on December 15 last
year. In February, a landmine
blast in Narayanpur police sta-
tion limits in Bastar district
killed atleast 23 police person-
nel, the most serious incident of
this kind, eclipsing the 1992
blast which killed 17 police-
men. Well over a hundred
policemen have been killed by
Naxalites, but an adequate strat-
egy to deal with the problem
eludes the authorities.

The situation in Bihar today
on the Naxalite front is a far cry
from the strategy outlined earli-
er by Vinod Mishra, the doyen
of the Naxalite movement in
Bihar. Vinod Mishra and the
CPI-ML (Liberation Group)
placed greater emphasis on
developing heightened con-
sciousness among the masses
and on developing mass move-
ments to create a truly
People’s Democratic  Front,
than on merely engaging in vio-
lence for its own sake. What is
taking place in Bihar today is
quite the contrary. Mindless
violence is endemic and mass
movements are non-existent.
While central Bihar remains the
epicentre of Naxalite violence,
violence has spread to the east-
ern and southern districts.
Banka district in eastern Bihar
now figures prominently on the
Naxalite map, together with
Bhagalpur and Sahebganj. Cir-
culation of revolutionary litera-
ture and tracts on guerrilla war-
fare by Naxalite outfits is com-
mon in these areas. The most
sinister aspect of Naxalite vio-
lence in Bihar is the extent to
which the police and paramili-
tary forces have been deliber-
ately targeted. More than 50
policemen have been killed by
the PWG and Maoist Commu-
nist Centre in recent months.
Almost half of the fatal casual-
ties during the Parliamentary
and Assembly elections were of
policemen.

Competitive violence between
the MCC and the PWG have
laid waste vast areas of central
and south Bihar. Railway sta-
tions have often been attacked
by Naxalite groups, and the dis-
ruption of the main line rail traf-
fic has figured prominently in
their designs. Factional and vio-
lent rivalry between the PWG
and the MCC has seriously dis-
rupted orderly life in the state.
Cadres of both Naxalite factions
have become victims of such
mutual attacks. The only saving
grace is the temporary lull in
retributive violence between the
various “Landlord Senas” and
the MCC/PWG supported Dalit
groups.

A great deal of concern has
been expressed about the deteri-
orating situation in central and
state government circles, but,
hardly any worthwhile steps
have been taken. A meeting of
the co-ordination centre of Nax-
alite-affected states (constituted
in June 1998 to review activities
of Left Extremist groups in
Andhra  Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa
and Bihar) is scheduled to be
held shortly. The Andhra
Pradesh government is propos-
ing to set up a special action
force which would function as a
dedicated interception  and
strike force to deal with Nax-
alite and other kinds of vio-
lence. The force will be
equipped with sophisticated
global positioning systems and
be assisted by intelligence cells
to be set up within the State
Special Branch.

nee jerk reactions to a
complex and dangerous
situation will not, how-

ever, deliver the goods. We are
no longer dealing with stereo-
types of the Sixties and the Sev-
enties. The PWG and the MCC
have better capabilities, more
skills, and benetits flowing
from modern technology.
Unless governments think and
act differently they will be over-
whelmed by the force of Nax-
alite violence today and in the
future. Fossilised thinking can
be dangerous.

To start with, close links need
to be forged between central
agencies and law enforcement
and police agencies in the state.
Investigative agencies like the
CBI, in addition to the IB, must
be involved. In those states
where the paramilitary forces
have a presence, their inputs
should be utilised, as often they
have a good idea of the ground
situation. The administration
needs to be more receptive, and
appreciate the difficulties of
policing in Naxulite-infested
areas. Many of today 's adminis-
trators  still  view  Naxalites
through rose-tinted glasses of
yesteryears when the movement
was stiil in its idvllic phase.
This must change.

The weakest link still is intelli-
gence.  Unless  intelligence
inputs improve, and are more
focused and cell-specific it will
be difficult to devise an analyti-
cally sound threat and risk
assessment as a prelude to a pre-
emptive strategy. Intelligence
agencies must concentrate on
securing better insights into the
working of secret cells and
“action teams” many of which
possess only a fluid structure.
This will not be easy, and new
and specialised trade craft will
be needed. Intelligence agen-
cies must also develop a covert
capability to deal with specific
situations.

Technological  inputs  to
improve the quality of intelli-
gence must receive the highest
priority. Capabilities for niter-
cepting information must be
strengthened. Use of remotely
piloted vehicles and drones for
intelligence (and for operational
purposes) must be encouraged.
Electronic sensors must be
made use of in forest tracts and
in interior pockets.

A national strategy to combat
terrorism must be dovetailed
with local strategies to weed out
this problem. It is vital that
in today’s situation Naxalite
groups are denied opportunities
to strengthen their ISI links.
The possible “gate ways™ to
Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan
must hence be effectively
policed .This may call for a spe-
cial contingency scheme or
plan, in which a meshing of
counter Naxalite and counter-
espionage strategies and tactics
take place.

M.K. NARAYANAN is a former
chief of the Intelligence Burcan
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