CAUO presents Edcdie Hyde Memoriz!
Open Quiz at Christ The King Parist
Hall, Pralims at 3 p.r., today. Movember
4, 2000. Finals on Novermber 5. 5pol ieg-
istration for 4-mamber teams at the
venue. Sponsored by Jaishres Groug,
=NV
1t of Lwing An evening with His
Holiness, 3r Sri Ravi Sharkar,
Tuasday, Novemnber 7. 2000, 6-30 p.m_at
Metaji Indoo: Stadium. Ertry open for alf
BB
ftentien, afi CC&FC members! A
ladies coffee meel sponsored by
Nestie has been scheduled op Sunday.,
November 5, 2000, commencing 4 pum.
at the ground floor pavilion. Don't riss
this Ireat! RS
ttention Calcutta Club members!
Bijoya Dewali tAeiz and Utsav today
follewad by fireworks, (BC1SE3E
Avawlabwe room near May'air Read lo
schookeollege teachers for corch-
ingdtutorials. Bz 1.600 pm. {240-37348)
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nandari ALsamobil
Bose Foad, Caic

o

L res
application for Sales Exscutive and S&i2s

Officer for thair passenger car o
Appily witt biodala immediately,
mum expeierce 5 years, Naving criving
licanca for 2-wieelrsd-whealers.

BiTete

hiidren's (v — 13 years) German
Language Course for the first ime
Caleutia. Starting on Novemger 4, 2000
For delaiis, please conlaci Max Mueller
Bhavan, 8 Baliygunge Circular Road.
Caicutta-19. Phong: 475-93%2. ert

Craits Counc!! of Assam, a voluntary
organization. invites you: to an Exhiby-
tion of dacorative baskets and bridai
paraphernaiiz. househald utility prod-
ucts, wrought iran end bamooo tams.
wood and cane fumnilure  eco-fiendly
bags in slk and cane. cang and barmboo
iamps ard exclisie weaves, at Caculia
Cricket & Football Club (Certenary Hallh
1941, Gurusaday Foad, Caleutla-
700419, from Tuesday, October 21, 2000

orwaras, from 10 am. o 8 p.m. Spar- |

sofed by The Development Com
sipner {Handicraits). Mirigtry of Te
overnmernt of indiz.

I Anant Joshi, rencwnod Arthoaco-
pic Surgeon and Sports Meoicing
Speciakst from Mumbar, wil' be zvailatie
for consultatiar at Kothar Medical Centra
from Movemper 10 to 12, 260C. Patienls
interested in consultation 7 arthroscopic
surgery are requesled fo contacl 456-
FO5I-58 Extn 1134, for praview oxami-
nation ; 5

Dr. Subimal Murerjee, Gynascologist,
will not be avaiable for consultatan
from November 4 1o 19 BeLEEEY

ntraclucing e-Cammerce (HIML, Java
Seript, Java Applet. Java Application

AML. ASP (Server Side F'rogrammmg‘;/

E-Commerce] — 6 months. lees R
10,000 finstalment). Eiigitrlity: 4rowle;
of D0S. Windows. intarnet & anyPro-
grammming Language. Starting  from
MNovember 28 Nehru Museum. 253-
1551/6878. R
icco Park will close at 4-30 c.m. Entry
to Park will cloze at 3.45 pan. and &f
rides will close 4 pam. today (November
4, 2000), Any inconvenience caused 13
regretted
indhi Parchayat and Hely Mission ¢
Gury MNanak celebrata S Guiu
Nanaks birthday on ground. ooposie
iITC Cenfre, on J. L. Nebru Foad from
MNowember 4, 2000 1o MNovembar 11,
2000, Arambh Pacja today. from 7 — 8
p.m. Daily Kirtan, morning 5 — 7 a.m
Evening 6 — B p.m i
amed smarl. yourg. weil o
ladies with good sgcial. corporate
and business conacts for marksting &
publicity of posh venue Atraciive ramu-
neraticn, no selling. Call; 280-8320:21
from Monday to Saturday. between 70
am ard 5 pan. BT

PERSONAL TRADE

E

mzrican busingss opporfunity! Start
your own bLsingss. Earn up to As
30.0C0. pari-ime. PRMG. 98310 61567
62

mouthwatering Biryan! Festwal at
Mowin Bouge Beslabrart o samper
your lastebud. Come with your lamily.
229-8350. REST-RELN
kina Bowl. Frez noms dalivery (2
kms.): above Rs. 400. (464.0042)
Lucky draw for free cish. 02T

5oy

(Conlinusd on 0poosite pages Corn. &)

RULE BY MUSCLE

Unruly cadres intensify CPI-M's despair

YOTI Basu might exude the confidence expected of a chief
minister stepping down after an uninterrupted reign of 24
years but he will still find it hard to explain away the state’s
dismal performance on the industrial front. He didn’t require

I

'

a letter from the chairman of the West Bengal Industrial -

Deveiopment Carporation to be convinced that the state was
stuck in an industrial gravevard. Ideological resistance to the
entrv of multinationals except with the approval of
Alimuddin Street forms part of the explanation. The other
part is evident from the shocking scandal masterminded by
Citu with active support from the CPI-M MP in Haldia. A
ferry service between Raichak on the Calcutta side to
Kukrahati in Haldia has heen suspended because cadres
aided and ahetted by Citu have demanded the right to be
employed regardiess of whether they are suited for the job or
indeed reguired at all. They have used musclepower to bring
services te a halt. The West Bengal Surface Transport Corpo-
ration, a West Bengal Government undertaking, borrowed Rs
2.5 erores from Hudeo to build the two jelties at Raichak and
Kukrahati only to find a CP(-M leader trying to demonstrate
his power in the crudest possible form. Where a government
undertzking runs inio this mess. do private firms have a bet-
ter chance? Does Jyoti Basu or Alimuddin Street approve of
the jocal mafia calling the shots?

The leaders have no control whatsoever over their cadres.
The larger question is what message goes out for prospective
investors. Haldia has been projected as a rapidly developing
industrial township where a ferry service is essential
Similarly, Raichak has heen the focus of atiention after the
setting up of a five-star hotel, the venue of Destination
Bengal, a meeting of big industrialists, and other major con-
ferences. Allowing industrial townships to be controlled by
irresponsible MPs and their goons cap spell only disaster.
Basu could not have forgotten a similar, and equally bitter,
experience over getiing the trade unions to agree to the hand-

ing over of Great Eastern Hotel 10 a French concern after the |

green signal was given by Writers’ Buildings, an agreement
has been struck only alter a protracted battle with the unions
and the final outcome has to be awaited. Nor can Somnath
Chatterjee, who 15 being persuaded to stay on after Basu’s
exit, have much confidence that Buddhadev Bhattacharya
will stcceed in taming cadres where Basu failed. The truth is
that these cadres have turned into hungry sharks whoe have
nothing but contempi for the rule of law — and need to
dealt with for what they are. But police remain spectatoys
1 sinks further into despair.
the indusirial revival of West Bengal!

1
\Sonography on the Left t4;

ave aJways loved their icons, whether xey be
Rabindranuth Tapare, Amaritya Sen, Batyajit Ray,
Saurav Ganguly, or Jvoti Basu. Marxists have their own set
of icons — Mark. Lenin and Stalin. In the case of Bengali
Marxists, il is hteresting how the two sets mesh or are
placed in tension with each other. Over the years, there has
been a slow process of decolonisation and indigenisation —
Subhas Chakraborty placed Lenin and Bast on the same
pedestal; Tagore moved from being a “bourgeois poet” to
someone who cared about peasants’ education and had nice
things 1o say aboul Soviet Russia, Amartya Sen says things
which seem vaguely conducive 1o the left — the importance of
primary education and healith — and post-Nobel gets feted by
the Left Front government during all his “homecemings”;
never mind that the Left has done little to disseminate edu-
cation or health during its quarter of a century or so ln power,
Icon power manifesied itself during Basu's last Cabinet
meeting, where the most pressing issue was what to do with
Basw's chair. PWD minister Kshiti Goswaml suggested that
the chair be preserved as a symbal of “Left democratic rule”,
which suggesls an apprehension thal leftist rule in Bengal
might soon be & nuseum piece. Given that the left is now the
principal upholder of the status quo in Bengal, the Cabinet’s
plans for Basu's chair are a microcosm of its strategy for
Bengal: preserve it in an advanced state of decay. Comrades
fell over each other seconding Geswami's proposal, suggest-
ing that the culture of svcophancy is not a monapoly of Sonia
Gandhi’s party alone, It was lefl o the patriarch himself to
point out., paraphrasing Robert Burns, that a chair is a chair
is a chair. [1 is not surprising that Bazu's last Cabipel meet-
ing ceptured his long reign in quintessence: it was about sym-

kol rather then oubstance, //
7
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CPI seeks to end
differences with CPH{M)

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 3. The CP} today sought to end
war of attrition with the CP1(M) over certain dif-
ferences. lis general secretary, Mr. A. B. Bardhan,
in a letter to CPI(M) general secretary, Mr. Har-
kishan Singh Surjeet, reiterated the CPT's stand in
strengthening the Left unity and commitment to
the Third Front in natinnal politics.

Mr. Surjeet was critical of Mr. Bardhan's re- 5

marks in an interview on the receat CPI(M) ple-
nary at Thiravananathapuram.

Expressing surprise over Mr. Surjeet’s com-
ments, he preferred not to “get into pelemics or

indulge in raking up pust controversies which |

would only bring joy to the hearts of the enemies
of communists and the Left”.

Mr. Bardhan said he was “amazed’™ that Mr.
Surjeet had blamed the CPI for disrupting Left
unity and reminded that a CPl-led Government
in Kerala had resigned in 1979 to pave the way for
Left and Democratic unity in the State.

Disagreeing with Mr. Sutjeet’s charge that the
CPI was placating the Congress in the past, he
said "'in recent days the CPl and the CPT(M) have
fought seperately and even against each ather in
elections in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. Should it be
said that either of us was thereby disrupting Left
unity?”’. There were several facts which gave a
different picture and ruled out collaborating with
the Congress when it stood committed for the
Third Front.

Referring to his interview, Mr. Bardhan said
the remark on ‘Communist unificalion on a prin-
cipled basis’ presupposed more or less common
position on programme, pelitical tactics and also
organisational principles and practices which
did net find mention in the report. Both the par-
ties should wark tagether for Left unity, he said.

Mr. Bardhan said both sides must exercise re-
strain and have a ‘dignified’ djscussion among
themselves and within Commpnist forum “in a
spirit ofy{?mmodatm\rl and/understanding’.

ussian PM reMes proposed

YA\ A\ By Viadimir Radyuhin
Moschly, Nov. 3. Russia would welcome estab-

Vaxis with India, China \\M
|

/i

/

lishmery of a Moscow-Delhi-Beijing “‘axis™, :

provided, the other two partners show interest,
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Subhas-mentor
Basu backs “"‘:‘
Buddhadeb”

HT Correspondent
Calcutta, November 21

BUDDHADER BHATTACHAR-
JEE’S collective leadership con-
cept today got support from
Subhas Chakrabarty's leader, Jyoti
Basu. “Marxists have traditionally
believed in this. The individual has
always striven to implement deci-
sions taken collectively by the
party leadership,” the patriarch
said at the CPI{M)s Alimuddin
Strect headquarters.

“As Chief Minister I tried my best
to implement policies collectively
decided on by the party and the
Left Fromt, 1
never took deci-
SIODS ON My own.
We run the
Government on
the basis of a
common  mini-

mum pro-
gramme. But
now that Buddha

is Chief Minister
his  individual
responsibility is
greater,” the for-

mer Chief
Minister said.
On the
Buddhadeb-
Subhas culture
debate, Basu
said  everyone

was entitled to
his view. “Let a
thousand flowers
bloom.” And, as
such, he saw
nothing wrong
with the Hrithik
Roshan show.

At Writers’ Buildings,
Bhattacharjee cried a halt to the
culture debate, saying he had had
enough of it, but insisted he stood
by everything he had said on col-
lective leadership. “I dido’t refer to
it for nothing. It is of immense
importance.”

The Chief Minister, in no mood
10 take Chakrabarty's outburst

* seriously, said there was no reason

to perceive the Transport
Minister's tirade as a challenge to
his Government, “It’s a non-issue.
Why give so much importance to
it? That you would play this up, I

couldn’t imagine.”

Chakrabarty, on his part, left
Writers’ Buildings early and was
not available for comments, He is
learnt to have met State CPI(M)
secretary  Anil  Biswas  at
Alimuddin Street this morning.

However much the Chief
Minister might underplay the row,
it has left his colleagues in the min-
istry puzzled. Public Works
Department  Minister  Kshiti
Goswami, who once took lathi
blows on his head while agitating
against Usha Uthup performing at
Mahajati Sadan, admitted he did-
n't really know what to make of the
spat. “These
multinationals
are cating (nto
our markets and
our minds. They
sefl  dreams-—
with music,
props and lights.
Aren’t such
things <damag-
ing,” Goswami
asked.

“Healthy cul-
ture”, he insist-
ed, was the need
of the hour. “The
Indian People’s
Theatre {IPTA)
had onee ful-
filled this need.
Sadly, both effort
and spirit are
missing  these
days. The pre-
sent IPTA hasn’t
been able to
cope up with

N change. I can’t
blame people who throng Hrithik
Roshan shows. Personally, I don’t
like such shows. But, to tell the
truth, I can't ignore them, either.
Still, popular culture doesn’t
always stand for a better culture, I
am convinced,” the PWD Minister
said. Goswami did not agree with
the Chief Minister that the Sports
Department had promoted the
programme. “As far as I know the
Sports Department didn't sponsor
the programme. The Transport
Minister attended it in his individ-
ual capacity.”
® On Page 3: Boos for Buddha

from cuiture celebs

o ———————————
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CALCUTTA, Nov, 2 “Why are vou
committing this blundor by floating a new
party? Why are vou doing this?® Why?” the
veteran CPL-M leader and the party’s
central committee membor. Mr Benoy
Konar, asked Mr Saifuddin Cheudhury
imploringly. Both were present at a cony-
ention on application of modern technulogy
and unemployment in Tellvgan] on 19
November. Apart from Congress's Mr
Saugata Roy and BJPs Mr Sabyvasachi
Bagchi, both Mr Konar and Mr Choudhury
were invited to address the convention.

Mr Choudhury was hardly prepared for
this. He had gone to Mr Konar to pay his
respect and inquire about his health. It
was  hardly the oceasion where Mr
Choudhury could respond o Mr Konar's
query. So he excused himself by merely
saying, “1 will teil you Jater”,

Mr Konar's anxiety was natural as Mr
Choudhury was the star attraction there
and his well-reasoned address drew vast
applause. His speech was bereft of party
cliches while conveying his strategy to
fights problems of unemployment, growing
communalism and stagnating land
reforms. The crowd gave him a standing
ovation when he finished.

Mr Kenar’s guestions articulate his
party’s worries about Mr Chaudhury’s
growing popularity both in Left and nan-

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Left cireles.

Leaders of SFT and DYFI of different city
olleges have been inviting him to address
issues like job opportunities for the
voung and what future holds for Bengal's
vouths. But My Choudhury is being
politely told not io refer to the 1996
‘historic blunder’ and ‘who and what
prevented Jyoti Basu from becoming the
Prime Minister’. He is told that ‘our sole
concern is our future and not party
politics. Knowing more about 1996
controversy won't get us jobs. We are not
interested in that crap’.

Since his ‘honourable separation’ from
the CPI-M, the ruling Marxists have heen
trying hard without success to dissuade
voung partymen and sympathisers from
attending Mr Chaudhury’s public and
clesed door meetings, For this major
campaigns had been carried out initially.

But when the response was nol
encouraging, they have been holding

regular street meetings in the city asking
people 1o zhun his meetings. But large
atfendance at his meetings in Sealdah,
Shyambazar and Gariahat and the rapport
that he has been able to strike with the
large crowds has made the party nervous.

“Daily T have been getting numerous
complaints from CPI-M leaders and
workers, threatening our boys and tearing
up posters for our temorrow’s convention.
But this intulerance will not pay. The

THE STATESMAN

N .
craze worries CPM

Congress hud adepted the same tacties in
the sixties hut could not halt the snward
march of the CPI-AL Unfortunately the
Marxists have learnt nothing from history.
The more they resist the greater will be
our resolve and succe~~ in fleating the new
parly,” My Choudhury s:id,

He has made an impact by highlighting
the failures of 24 years of Marxist rule
without any rancour Their attacks have
been against the policies and not the
leaders of the party. He peints out the
fatlure to take {ollow up messuves in land
reforms for which agrvicultural production
is suffering. e alzo talked of adopting
appropriate tectnologs, discarding obs-
olete production methods, yationalising
work force and building a sovial safety net
to take care of re:lundancies,

His emphasis o0 vocationsl training and
the use of apprapriate technoelogy for
crealing jobs in the middle and small-
scale sectors has endeared him to the
vouth. At the Sealdah meeting, unem-
ploved Marxist youths from suburbs
requested him to visit the districts.

At party mectings, activists poyr their
heart out. The general tenor of their
complaint is that there is no democracy in
the parly. Members are afraid to =ay
anything feaving reprisals.

And even when grievances have been
aired local leadsrs mamage to suppress
them.

/
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BJP wants Mamata- Saifuddin gets”’

!

to be CM:

Arindam Sarkar
Calcutta, October 18

HE BJP will do evervthing in

I its power to cosure that

Mamata Banerjee becomes
the next Chicf Migisier of Bengal,
Venkaiah Naidu, Minister of Raril
Development, said here today,
“8he has stood by us in good and
bad times and this is how we want
o repay her.”

“Our  single-point
agenda in Bengalis to
sec the e¢nd of the
Left Front Govern-
ment. We want to
breach the Red fort in
2001 and  install
Mamata as  Chief
Minister. Together we
will break the Left
stranglehold over the
admunistration, which

Venkaiah

336 {0 be imposed. But the Centre
can't afford to rush into a situation.
Fortunately, now NDA pariners,
the Telugu Desam especially, are
veering around to the view that
Central intervention is needed in
Bengal.” the  Unjon  minister
claimed.

The Centre - to counter Marxist
oppresyion - was considering cor-
rective measutes some  maonths
before the polls, he
suid. “"We are working
{ on a blueprint of
action. that includes
declaring six districts
disturbed. The BIR
H TDP and the other
attigs have been dis-
cussing how free and
fair polls could be
held in Bengal. People
here want change and
we will help them.”

it uses with such dev-
astaring effect to rig elections. The
Contre would intervene at the right
time,” Naidy told The Hindustan
Times in an interview at the Ray
Bhavan.

“For 24 vears, the State has bad 2
weak-kaced Opposition and the
Leit Front got away with unleash-
ing its cadres and pliant State offi-
cials on voters. Things are differcot
now. The BJP has the infrastruc-
tare and the Trinamool a dynarmic
leader in Mamata Banerjee.

“The BIP-Ttinamool alliance
here has become the rallving point
for anti-Left forces. We agree on
the situation fere and want Articke

Naidu said.

Before coming to the city, Naidu
met Mamata and assured her thal
the Centre had taken a serious view
of the tloods and was trving hard to
assist the Srate. On the demand for
a roll back of the hike m prices of
petroleum products, the Cenire
wiild keep “Mamata's prestige” in
mind before taking a decision, he
added. "I want 40 put at rest ail
rumours on Mamata's resignation.
We don't want to losc her. The BJP
knows that some political forces
{read Congress) are trying to break
the BIP-Trinamool alliance. That
will never happen,” he said.

More reports on Pages 3 and 4

”'IEHWDUSL*N BT

set for POHS Wit |

with new outfit !

- |
HT Correspondent v § ?mu" |

Catoutta, October 16 LA

EXPELLED CPI(M) lecader |
Satfuddin Chowdhury today for-
mally anoncunced the launch of a
poiiticat platforn later this month.
This would evemually take the
shape of a Leftist party that would
contest the 200 Assembly clee
tions. i3

“We will held our iirs:a}t'r h‘t'aicai
conpvention on QOctober 22, where
we will formulate policiey and
decide on our comrse of acrion. ' We
have nothing o do with the
CPIiMY anymore. Those who
belicve in our philesophy and pro-
grammes are welcome onboard,”
Chowdhury said.

Rebel CPUM) leaderss Tapash
Basu and Subir C‘howdhugqu;adﬂ -

the dafs with Saifuddin Chow-
dhury. During the day, the party
asked Tapas Busu. Caleatts district
commitice member, 1o clariy com-
menty he made to the media over
party policies and functioning.

The -show-cause’ on Tapas Basu
follows his detlance of the pary’s
“orthodox line”. Party secretary
Raghunath  Kushari, however,
refused 10 csll the notice a show |
cause, “We can’t take disciplinary
steps against @ member based on l
media reports. So we have asked
tor his version of the report,” i
Kushari said.

Tapas Basu, howecver, appeared
unflustered. I resigned from all
party posts. The show-cause 15 '
insigniticant aow,” he satd.

Detaited report on Page ”
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/Saifuddin hints at ke
Mamata at arm’s length

Mr Saifuddin Choudhury at Manday's press conference.
-- The Statesman

Ouster not too soon: Anil |Basu sees world

étfg\ \

CALCUTTA, Oct. 16, — Mr Saifuddin Choudhury
today announced he would try to form a new party
soon and contest the 2001 Assembly elections. but
hinted he isn't considering joining hands with Miss
Mamata Banerjee,

Mr Choudhury had just told a crowded press confer-
ence that would launch a platform of like-minded peo-
ple at a convention on 22 October in Calcutta. The
manch {platform) will be named that day and will be
later be converted into a full-fledged palitical party.

Reperters asked him whether he might invite Miss
Banerjee to join his forum if she dissociates herself
from the BJP.

Mr Choudhury replied: “She is already in power; why
would she leave them? My purpose is to bulld up a
strong secular and democratic organisation, and nat to
join hands with those who had come to power at the
Cenire sacrificing their secular ideology.”

“We are trying to form a goed secular, demacratic party
based an scientific socialism,” Mr Choudhury said.

He told the reporters he ign’t aiming to bring in
members from the CP1-M or the Congress by splitting
them. “We are not going to break any party and force
individuals to join us, but anyone who wants to work
within a democratic afmosphere are free to join the
forum.” Tt will be open “to like-minded people in the
Congress and even the CPL-M".

Without naming the state transport minister, Mr
Subhas Chakraborty, whose association with him had
irked the CPI-M leadership, Mr Choudhury said: “I
can’t discuss my plans with him (Mr Subhas
Chakraborty), as he is a CPL-M leader.”

Two SF1 state leaders and CPI-M meanbers, Mr Tapas

STATESMAN KEWS SERVICE

Basu and Mr Subir Choudhury, were with Mr
Satfuddin Choudhury at the press conference, They said
they were tendering their resignations to the party, Mr
Subir Choudhury said it was no langer possible to fune-
tion in a democratic manner within the CPI-M.

Mr Saifuddin Choudhury, dropped from the CP1-M’s
primary membership at last month’s central commit-

tee meeting in Delhi for defying party rules and airing

grievances to the media, has been demanding mere
transparency and democratic functioning in the party.

To a question, Mr Saifuddin Choudhury said that the
CPI-M leadership might have seriously considered his
removal from the party “so that I can find ne chance to
raise the demand for more democracy and transparen-
¢y in the party al the special conference scheduled to
be held in Thiruvapanthapuram from 20 October”,

He said the new platform would have a secular,
democratic and people-oriented outloock committed to
the welfare of the masses with a progressive vision.

“Althongh the Left Front may not formaily recognise
our party, it will necessarily be a Leftist organisation,”
he zaid.

Regarding the termination of his membership from
the CPI-M, Mr Saifuddin Choudhury said he wanted
an honourable separation, and had got it.

“Just becanse the party didn't want me to continue as
a member, there should not be any enmity betwsen
us,” he said. He preferred not to go into a confrontatins
with the CPL-M leadership. ] may not be in the CPEM,-
but [ can still work for the people.” He said he was pun-

ished because he wanted to know why he kad been _

dropped from central committee membership.
He said the decision to drop him from the party was
“ill-timed”, in the sense the the leadership “thought

wise 1o accord priority (o the issue than fluod relig?

nde !
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CALCUTTA, Oct. 16. — “If a
leader acts against the party’s
interests during the floods, do
vou expect us to take action
against him in the next
drought?”

That's how the CPI-M stale
secretary today sought to
answer Mr Saifuddin Chou-
dhury’s criticism that the par-
ty's decision to scrap his mem-
bership was “ill-timed”.

Brushing aside Mr Chou-
dhury’s demand that the CPI-
M should funclion in a more
democratic manner, Mr Anil

‘swas said the party gave its

“bers “the maximum demo-

cratic rights™

Mr Biswas said it's up to the
party's Calcutta District
Committee to punish its twe
members who have decided to
join hands with Mr Choudhury.

Mr Biswas told reporters that
the party has received a resig-
natien letter from Mr Tapas
Basu but was yet 1o hear from
Mr Subir Choudhury.

On their demand for a separa-
tion from the party, he said:
“There is nothing called sepa-
ratien in our party”. He was
confident that a few vesigna-
tions would in no way hurt the
CPI-M, for it isn’t a small par-
ty. “If a few members leave,
many mere would join us.”

City LF post for Saer: Mr
Prasanta Sur, the former state
minister has been appointed
the ronvener of the Calcutta
district Left Front Committee
following the resignation of Mr
Raghunath Kusari from the
nost.He was elected unopposed.

Former mayor, Mr Prasanta
Chatterjee has been included
in the district Left Front
Committee.

The decision was taken in a
meeting held yesterday, which
was presided over by Mr
Kusari. The members decided
1o launch several agitational
programmes to protest against
the price hike of petroleum
products,

THE STATESMAN

17 oCi W

trend 1n Saif stand

CALCUTTA, Oct. 16. — Mr Saifuddin Choudhury’s stand |
reflects a worldwide rethink among Communists, Mr Jyoti Basu
said teday.

“The move represents a general debate on the world
Communist movement,” the chief minister said, explaining that '
of the 212 Communist parties in the world, 182 have changed |
party programmes to incorporate greater democracy.

Mr Basu, rather surprisingly, today released an audio cassette
of & film directed by the rebel CPLM leader, Mr Nepaideb i
Bhattacharya Asked about this, Mr Basu said in his character-
istic way: “1 don't know who is a rebel and who is not. Nepaldeb
had certain misunderstandings with the partv and the latter,
also taok some action. We will look inte this.” |

When told about Mr Basu's reaction, Mr Bhattacharya said: -
“The CPI-M is like a family. If semeone has any reservations -
against me, it's not unnatural.” i

i
|
|
|
|
!
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CALCUTTA, ©Qct. 18. — When pro-
democracy elements of CPI-M, led-by
Mr Saifuddin Choudhury, launch
their new organisation, Janachetana
Mancha, here next Monday it will be
the first time that Marxists will be
splitting the party on the issue of
democracy, greater transparency and
accountability in organisational func-
tioning.

Unlike 1964 and 1969, when CPI-M
and CPI-ML were founded by split-
ting the undivided CPI and CPI-M on

*e basis of idealogy, there are no

arxian polemical issues invalved in
the third major split that the Indian
Communist movement is going to see
S001.

The timing of the convention will be
politically significant. It will be held
on the concluding day of the four-day
plenum of the CPI-M called specially
to deliberate on party programme at
Thiruvananthapuram. The timing of
Menday’s eonvention is meant to
drive home the point that the pro-
democracy Marxists have been harp-

LA A\ L

ing that the four daytparty Jamboree
will not be able to mike any mean-
ingful change to reorieht the CPI-M’s
programmes and policies with chang-
ing times.

“The outcome of the plenum will be
a big disappointment to pro-democra-
¢y and pro-changers in the party as
nothing mueh is going to happen
there. The aftermath of the plenrum
will be an interesting time to watch,”
says Mr Saifuddin Choudhury, the
pro-democracy leader spearheading
the breakway group of demacratic-
minded leaders in CPI-M.

He says “regimented thinking” is a
thing of the past. There must be
democracy, openness, accountability
and humanism in the words and
deeds of all political parties. “The old
mindset must change or else the Left
movement in India 18 doomed. All
those who want to join our platform
will have full freedom to express
their views. There will be no central-
ism as is practised in the communist
parties. There will be no bar to
expressing views. Nothing will be
impoged from above. There will be

JiIAIL
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PARTY LAUNCH PUT OFF FOR A DA

CALCUTTA, Oect. 18, — Mr
Saifuddin Choudhury and his sup-
porters have deferred the launch of
their new outfit by a day following
“overwhelming” response by “like-
minded” people to their political pro-
gramme.

Mr Choudhury announced last
week that he and his followers,
mostly former CPI-M leaders and
activists, would float a new party on
October 22 to fight for “truly demoe-
ratie, secualr and socizalist” causes.
The outfit will als¢ contest
Assembly elections slated early next
year . However, in view of “over-

whelming response” fr
CPI-M activists it has
to delay the launch by
a larger auditorium car
for aceommodating the
Tapas Basu, close
Choudhury, said today.

Earlier, Mr Choudln
new party would be :
meeting on 22 October
Calcutta auditorium. B
announcement ma
expressed their desire
outfit.

The new venue will 1
Kendra at Moulali. — 8!

healthy respect for individual views,”
Mr Choudhury added.

The announcement of forum’'s
launching, according to him, has
evoked “tremendous response” both
within his former party and outside.
“The response from the young perty
cadre is phenomenal. We at times
wonder whether we will prove equal
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to the task. The respor
old party comrades it
whelming. Many of the
who didgusted with cor
tionalism and cronyism

had chosen to remain i
not renewed their party 1
Alimuddin Street seeing
ness to join us is now t1



WA

s ways with CPI-M

vm erstwhile

been decided |

a day so that
1 be arranged
followers, Mr
aide of Mr

ary said the
‘ormed at a
at a central
ut since the
ny have
to join the

e the Yuva
NS

e from the

. also over-
m are those
uption, fac-
in the party
nactive and
nembpership.
their eager-
ving to woo

them over.

“Even those who were expelled are
being approached to return to the
party. Whatever Mr Anil Biswas may
say he knows that we will not be
pushover in the state politics,” says
Mr Subir Chowdhury, a prominent
member of the CPI-M’'e Calcutta
party unit who has resigned to join
Mr Saifuddin Choudhury’s proposed
forum.

Mr Saifuddin Cheudhury is hopeful
that a large section of the disaffected
elements in the CPI-M and other
Left parties which has either already
joined or going to join the Trinamul
Congress will come over o the new
“Jemocratic” party when it is
launched in December. “We have
been approached by them in large
numbers. Now that they have an
alternative they are going to join us.
Like us they too are victims of per-
verse actions of the party. They have
a natural affinity for us. We are in
touch with secular parties like the
Congress.

“Next Sunday we shall be sharing
with Congress leaders the same plat-

Mr Saifuddin Chovdbury

form at a seminar to discuss the
prospect of ¢ secular alternative in
West Bengal You will see important
developments happening from early
December.”
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, OCT. 20. The CPI(M) {leader-
ship is reverting to the third atternative theine.

By C. Gouridasan Nair .-“ [

The politburo member and West Bengal Chief
Minister, Mr. Jyoti Basu, indicated as much while
addressing delegates of the three-day special confer-
ence which began here today to update the party
programme. The programmne would enable the par-

ty "to intervene with a clear perspective in the politi-

cal life of the country in such a manner as to help
reforge the third alternative and to carry forward the
struggle to build the Left and democratic front”.

Mr. Basu, who was presiding over the inaugural
session of the conference being attended by some
400 delegates, said what was needed today was an
alternative to the BJP and a departure from the pal-
icies pursued by the Congress for over four decades.

He said recent developments underlined the need
for a third alternative. “The forces which had fallen
into disarray in the last three years are now regroup-
ing once again. They are doing so in the background
of the growing struggles and movements of ail sec-
tions which are suffering from the harmful effects of
the economic policies of the Centre... It is necessary
to immediately gather all those forces who are will-
ing to fight against the danger of communalism and
the attacks on ihe people’s econoruic interests."”

Mr, Basu mounted a searing attack on the B)P and
the RSS accusing them of “spewing hatred on mi-
norities” and “systematically infiltrating the institu-
tions of the state with the aim of subverting the
secular state and the Constitution.” But he seemed
to be soft on the Congress, making a general in-
dicunent of the Congress for its failure “to fulfii the

aspiran{ms of the people during the Independence
struggle”.

The instability and discontent which the present
economic system had generated were utilised oy the
communal and divisive forces to strengthen them-
selves. He said the kind of Hindutva ideology being
proclaimed by the BJP was an insult to the religion
and alleged that the BIP Government's aim was to
fulfil the R3S’ long-term goals. He came down heavi-
fy on the RSS demand for “Hinduisation” of Mus-
lims and Christians and the Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani, who openly swore allegianice to the RSS
aitns. The coalition at the Centre consisted of parties
some of which did not share the RSS ideology but
were bound together by their “opportunistic desire”
for power.

The CPl1iM) general secretary, Mr. Harkishan
Singh Surieet, who inaugurated the conference, also
felt that the current situation demanded the streng-
thening of the Left and democratic forces to -ake an
the communal forces and the ‘imperialist-driven
globalisation’. The vacuum created by the break in
the Congress’ maonopoly of power was filled not by
democratic forces but by the dark forces of commu-
nalism. “It is a more reactionary alternative given its
rank communal and right- wing ideology.”

A seminar on restructuring of Centre-Siate rela-
tions is to be held here on Sunday. The former Prime
Minister, Mr. H.D. Deve Gowda, the Samajwadi Par-
ty leader, Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav, the RJD leader,
Mr. Laloo Prasad Yadav, and the Asom Gana Par-
ishad leader, Mr. Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, besides
the CP1 general secretary, Mr. A.B. Bardhan, and
senior CP1[M) leaders are expected to attend.

The third alternative theme is expected to get re-
inforced and that could be one of the immediate
politicat dividends of the specia) canferem/

-
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Polithuro corrects
historic blunder,
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
Oct. 21, — Rectifying the “his-
torie blunder”, the CPI-M Polit-
buro and the Central Committee
have approved an amendment
ta the party programme, remov-
ing the bar on joining future
governments at the Centre.

However, the issue will come
up at the ongoing special party
conference here tomorrow.

How far the Marxists shonld
travel closer to the Congress in
its fight against the BJP em-
erged as the contentious issue
in the CPI-M plenum ioday.

With the twa top party pancls
clearing the amendment, ap
uncompromising stance against’
the “forces of communalism”
would logically mean a softer
attitude towards the Congress.

Many delegates held the view
that the party can, and should,
come to deal with any political
group in its battle against the
Hindutva forces. Mr Jyoti Basu
himself took the lead in the dis-
cussions, lashing out at the
BJP agenda, but treading soft-
ly vis-a-vis the Congress.

Mr Prakash Karat presented
a conflicting view when asked
if the Congress would be a part
of the third front, which the
CP1-M 15 trying to »build.
inttdly said there
difference het-

Y|
woen the U ongress and the BJP
and the Mamaisiz had no plans
1o allv with the Congress. How-
ever, 08 a vague qualification,
he added in the same breath
that the BJP was more commu-
nal and was guided by the RSS.

Several other delegates also
reminded the comrades that the
{taugress had a longer history of
plaving politics with religion

vhan the BJP. These “facts of

history” cannol be wished away,
Some delegates wouid aven like
to make a distinction hetween
the R8S-controlled BJP and the
“better elements” who believe in
maintaining the nations’s “secu-
lar fabric”.

Though the prime aim of this
conference is believed to be the
CPI-M's future coordinates in
national polities and its pre-
paredness to join a central coali-
tion, there were conflicting
statements even on  this
premise.

Mr Karat dispelled the view
that the conference was mainly
aimed at deciding if the party
should share power at the
Centre. “That is a tactical deci-
sion which will be made by the
Central Committee and the
Politburo. The party pro-
gramme cannot provide any
specific guidelines on the ques-
tion of tactical decision.”

Call to arms: In several reso-
lutivns, the party decided to
launch a nationwide movement

g ,'-"{"!"Fk
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ageinst the Centre by mpmg in
all Left parties along with “sec-
ular and demaocratic” forces ini-
1idlly, and culminating it with
a “militant action” against the
NDA government in the next
budget session of Parliament.

The conference resolved to
strengthen the “people’s strug-
gles™ against the policies of the
Vajpayee government and
called upon all its units to
launch mass agitations and
struggles. “In this effort, the
anti-power tariff hike stir in
Andhra Pradesh ie a source of
ingpiration,” a resolution
against the Centre’s economic
policy said.

The party also condemned the

“brutal viclence” unleashed by
the Israeli forces against on the
Palestinian people.
NCP support: The Nationalist
Cangress Party today wel-
comed Mr Basu's call to shape
up a third alternative to the
BJP-led coalition and said such
a front should combat both
communalism and corruption.

NCP leader Mr Tariq Anwar
said his party sunported the
CPI-M view that the current
situation demanded strength-
ening of Left and democratic
forces to take on the comtnunal
forces and the “imperialist-dri-
ven glebalisation”.

This call for third front
should have e earlier. he
added.
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CPM to ‘correct’ progra%

$ubhqs fg};17/11 line

Blunder & brawl

FROM INDRANIL GHOSH AND
MONOBINA GUPTA

Thiruvananthapuram, Oct.
21: The CPM today confirmed
that it has decided to lift a 36-
year-old har on joining a
government at the Centre,
prompting pro-changers to
sheathe swords and rally be-
hind the party in its fight
against Mamata Banerjee.
Politburo member Prakash
Karat said the scope of a provi-
sn. which forced the CPM to
- squander a rare opportunity
four vears ago to lead a govern-
ment at the Centre, wowld be ex-
panded to aliow the party to con-
sider sharing power if the “con-
crete sitnation” demanded so.
Karat, one of the hardliners
who advocated status quo in 1996,
was at pains to stress that the de-

cision then could not be faulted as -

it was in line with the “reality”
four vears ago. Jvoti Basu had la-
ter termed the refusal to join the
government a “historic blunder™.

The “correction” of the blun-
der is expected fo help the CPM

put n aforceful ar twhen it
tries tomarrow to chnvince erst-
while Third Front]partners to
come together again.,

But the imrnediate gain was
the apparent olive branch held out
by Subhas Chakraborty, the per-
ceived arrowhead of dissidents in
the party. Showering a mix of en-
comiums and cursory criticism,
Chakraborty put the leadership at
ease by berating Mamata and
pledging his loyalty to the CPM.

Another notable pro-changer
from Bengal. Goutam Deb, also to-
ad the party line, but only after ma-
king trenchant observations on
the relevance of certain aspects of
the CPM’s approach to socialism.

But Chakraborty’s unequivo-

!
r

dated programme overshadowed
the other develppments of the day
“1 have been a party member
for a leng time. [ have attended
many party conferences and been
associated with its policies. Thave
no hesitation to wholeheartedly
support this document as well,”
he told the delegates at the pro-
gramme update session here,
Warming the leadership’s he-
arts further, Chakraborty target-
ed the Trinamul-BJP combine —
once considerel a potential refuge
for disgruntléd CPM leaders.
“The emergence of this force is
not a happy delelopment. A large
number of ou¥ party supporiers
is being killed By them,” he said.

cal support tc:{he draft of the up-

buried

Mildly criticising the leader-
ship for turning back on the 1996
opportunity. Chakraborty said
the CPM could have initiatedona
national scale policies like land
reforms which made it a force in
Bengal, Kerala and Tripura. “If
only we had responded to the situ-
ation four vears ago, the present
condition in India might not have
arisen,” headded,

An area where he appeared to
he countering the party's position
was the issue of class versus
caste. The postulate that politics
was all about class conflict should
be re-examined as caste consider-
ations often supplant class issues
it India, he said.

B See Page 6
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PARTY CONFERENCE / “HISTORIC BLUNDER" BURIED FOR GOOD

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. OCT. 23, Ihe
deciks have been cleaed for the
CPLIAD to participate [ Govern-
ments at the Centre with the wpe-
cial conlerence  of the  pany,
Juch concluded here today. in-
corparating  an amendiment o
that effect in the Pany Pro-
LU

lhe amendment, mooed by
the CPEAL Central committee o
Cclarify 7 the position an participa-

tion in Governmoents at the Centre

and i the States, was adopted
ungrintonsly at the eonierence,
the CPHM; gencral secrerary, M.
Havkishen Singh Sujoct said.

Although the CPUIMY leaders
have been trving fo make 1 agi-
pearthat the amendment was iust
claritficatory in nature s incor-
porationr in the updated  pro-
gramime  marks  a  signiticant
depanure from the garlier posi-
o that the party vould paruci-
pate onldy i Staie Govesinmiesits.,
Now, the Formnualation i the reic.
vant parigraph bas been so word-
wh as to make it applicable to the
Centrad Government as well, Fhe
dectsion in Nos regard would he
taken depending on the concrere
sitaation af the thine when the
pary s called tpon o wke such
decision.

The amendment to the reles ant
paragraph was, as stated by Mr
Surjeet,  adepted  unanimously.

Hawever, according 1o party in-

" CPI{M) won't rejec

By C. Gouridasan Nuir \A? .

t power at Centre

CPI{M) leaders (from left) Mr. Manik Sarkar, Mr. £, Balanandan, Dr. M. . Pandhe, Mr. E. K.
Nayapar. Mr. lyoti Basy, Mr. H. S. Surjeet and Mr. V. S. Achuthanandan greeting participants at the

rally heid to mark the concluding of the three-day special conference of the party in
Thiruwvananthapuram on Monday. — Photo: €. Ratheesh humar

siders, there was 2t anempi from
‘e Hoor 1o sewrtie it

st Vrons Mabarashira o
Madive  Pradesh reportedis
moved  apnother amendment
which, i effect, sought retention
ol the originat paragraph. But on.
iy S0 1o 55 of the 6i-ndd dele-
iates (¢ the confereme )
proparcd 1o baok it The UPENG
leaders by boen insisting that
there wis ey er a bar e pacty
joining the Central Governmens
Flowever, this CPEM general see-
retary is on record that the origi-
nal party progronung addressed

N

WO

oniv Uthe question of pasticipa-
v N State Govermmoents and
that the questinn ol parti
Calose subseguend,
necessen o refnoneloe the reke-
vant paragraph, Avuh this, tha
9ai decision not o allows the
West Bengai (Chiel Mindster, Mr.
Jvoti Basue o heid the United
[ront covernment, Jdeseribed

1ihed

Nirc Basaoas o historic B
cant e considersd b
Food.

Brieting presspersons on the e
nal dav's deliberavons, Mro Sur-
juet sal:b though there was vating

an some of the amendments, o
updateu pragrame in s o
ty was adepted unaninousihy, fe
ciied the amendeaeng :
rhig in the cgrarian
inplemented after dre comple
ton of the people’s demouratic
revolution. the gquesticn of pro-
viding  compensation  to o simall
Fandlods smay be considered.

Tha o Progoamie con.
l‘n!flll,‘(l Jlil.ﬁlil'h Rkl P Loy the
sinall dandlords witgse nain o¢-
cupation may be non-agricuiiurai
and who mav plin oorole in the
democrtic movement

No tie-up with Cong.: Page 15/
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Penum clears way for power-sharing at Centre

CPI-M keeps
Congress at

_arm
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© STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE and
AGENCIES

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
Oct. 28. — The CPI-M plenum
concluded here today ratifying
a central committee proposal
enahling the party to share
power at the Centre with
democratic and secular forees,
but party leaders continued to
stress that a “third front” was
distinet fram both the BJP and
Congress.

The party does make a dis-
tinction hetween the Congress
and BJP, Mr Harkishan Singh
Surjeet told reporters after the
conference adopted the amend-
ed party programme. “But T
don't want to humber them as
first and second enemies.” He
blamed the Congress for creat-
ing space for the BJP and its
agenda of Hindutva and said
the “third front” was so called
because it was against both.

The CPL-M's ideological pre-
paration for a third front found
an echo in a Janata Dal (Secu-
lar) statement in Delhi today.
It stressed the need for a third
force that would unite workers,
Dalits and minorities. Former
Prime Minister HD Deve
Gowda told reporters he was in
Kerala yesterday with Mr
Lalooe Yadav and My Prafulla
Mabhanta at the CPI-M's invita-
tion to discuss reviviag the
third front. Mr Mulayam Singh
Yadav has heen contacted and
his response is awaited.

The CPI-M however has
rejected the Rashtriyva Janata
Dral’s suggestion for a deal with
Congress. “Laloo Yadav has his
potitical eompulsions,” Mr

Surjeet teld reporters hers.

Mr Yadav said at a press pro-
gramme here that a third front
ta fight the BJP’s communal
policies was the “need of the
hour®. Asked whather the

My Surjeet: Time was vunning aut for
party pragramme change.

Congress would be part of it, he
said as far as he was concerned
the BJP and R3S were the
*main enetries”.

Foreign ﬁgnding

Another important amend-
ment that the CPI-M plenum
adopted was the racognition
that foreign funding is ipevi-
table in areas of science and
technalagy, though the party
has terated its commitment to
strengthening the public sector.
The ceniral committee’s state-
ment asserted that Marxisim-
Leninism was the answer in the
“concrete conditions of India™

The conference was in a way
an academic exercise, with del-
egates endorsing decisions the

’s length

v
/{

central commitiee made three
months age, with minoy chan-
ges, It “unanimoeusly” accepted
28 of the 239 amendments
moved by 400 odd delegates,
the official statement said. But
there was division of votes for
the rest, scme of them quite
close. This, according to Mr
Surjeet, reflects a transparent
process of democracy unique to
the CPI-AML .

The conference accepted that
changes in party programme
were necessary in a uni-pelar
world with the USA calling the
shots. The CPI-M, Mr Surjeet
sajd, had to change tacties
after identifying the BJFP as the
major threat to national unity
and the main class enemy.

Mr Surjeet said the party
eould net have waited another
vear for the next party con-
gress te update s programme
hecanse a lot of changes have
taken place. The party believes
that fighting the BJP and poli-
cies of political alliances are
separate issues. The party has
no hesitation in joining with all
forces in the fight against BJP.

“The CPI-M will rapidly forge -
ahead to change the carrelation
of class forces among Indian
pecple advancing towards the
goal of people’s demacracy -
the path of seclalism in {ndia.”

The conference ended with
the singing of Internationale.
Later in the evening, all senior
party leaders addressed a huge
rally of party workers,

Kerala's CPL-M unit handed
over a cheque for Rs 5 lakh to
Mr Jyoti Basu for Roed relief,

® Another report on pages”
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WITH THE TALK of working towards lorging a
third aleernative — gathering the non-Congress
forces against the ruling BI¥P-led coalition — the
CPL(M] has only reverted to it old line that led 1o
the farmation of the United Front in 1996, 1he
developments since then, such as the situation
where the United Front as a platform had w
depend an the Congress for the survival of s
Government and the disintegration of the plat-
form after the Congress caused the falt of Lthe
Government and such parties as the Telugu De-
saimt and the DMK moved vver to the BJP's side
and also the resistance put up by Mr. Mulavam
Singh Yadav's Samajwadi Party (that continues
ta remain strong and hence relevant in Urttar
Pradesh) to the idea of teaming up with the Con-
gress, must have influenced the CPIM) in reviv-
ing, once again, the idea of a third alternative.

But then the party cannot gioss over the
ground realities. As for instance, the Janata Dal
as a party, around which the third alternative
was huilt at that time. has now been decimated
completely and redeeming the plattorm is easier
said than donc. And the idea of farging a non-
Cangress alternative to the ruling BJP-led coali-
tion at the Centre in the given conext can only
mean a front consisting of such outtits as the
Samajwadi Party, Mr. Laloo Yadav's RIT and Ms.
Jayalalitha's AIADMK. The lact thal the CP1(M)
too cannot claim 1o have a substantial support
base outside West Bengal and Kerala cannot but
render the propased front merely a conmbination
of regional parties. Indeed, the Congress, after
showing signs of revival in such States as Uuar
Pradesh and Bihar after Ms. Sonia Gandhi wook
over as party president, seems moribund even if
it did put up a good showing in Gujarat, And the
idea of a non-Congress alternative to the BIP-led
combine that the CPIM) is now talking of may
seem relevant in these two States thai account
for about one fifth of the Lok Sabha’s strength:
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THE CPI(M)’S NEW LINE ~Q\\"

this, however, is only in the long run.and even
in the long vun, the facg is that the Qongress
continues o remain the only altemnative 19 the
BIF in many other parts bl the counwry, 1o this
context. the statements py the CPUM)'s lead-
ership from the party conference at Thiruvanan-
thapuram seem no morc[lhan thetoric.

Coming as they did at a tme when efecltions
are due o the Staie Assemblics in West Bengal
and Rerala {the two Statgs of relevance for the
party), the new line can onaly be seen as reflecting
the needs of the immediage context. Atter all, the
CRIM) in particular and }rhc Left parties in gen-
eral cannot afiord 0 be sken s associates of the
Congress in these tvo States. Bur then it remains
to be secn as to how the party's feaders would
rationalise their stand in Tami} Nadu. where the
State Assernbly elections are likely 1o be held at
the same time and the CPEM continues (o be a
pariner i the ATADMK- led front along with the
Congress.

Re that as it may, the cause for ail these
problems that the CPHM) is lacing now is the
party’'s inability (o expand, in auy significant
way, heyond s rraditional hases in West Bengal,
Kerata and Tripura. The recent decision by the
Election Commission, placing the CPIrvD in the
category of regianal pa rties in the three States, is
only a refleciion of this|reality. The agitational
course that the party’s lepders had decided at the
Thiruvananthapuram eonterence against the co-
onomic reforms i the coming days may be a
means, in their percepton, 10 widen the party's
base. But then, it remains o be seen 1o what
extent such a cainpraign coultd be condacred by
the CPTIM) outside its traditional stongholds. It
is in this context that the talk of forging a third
alternative — a combination of noa-Congress
forees against the BIP-led combine — and that
o0 after the decimationpof the Janata Dal seems
guite unrealistic. '
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| S_}aifuddin’s challenge rakes GPI-M nervaus

LEAR signs of nervousness are evident amaong CPI-M
] leaders anxicusly monitoring the response that the break-
way pro-democracy Marxists led by Saffuddin Choudhury are
evaking ameng former party colleagues and beyond as they
plan 1o formally launch their piatform, the Janachetana
I Mancha, in Caleutta. Despite the brave face that Jybti Basu,
i Anil Biswas and Sitarsm Yechure are trying to present on the

impending split of their party their conciliatory upterances
and gestures and the lengths to which they are prepared to go
te appease Subhag Chalkroborty and Samir Put;ﬁmda, far
instance iz all too painfuly clear. If they join hands with
Saifuddin, they knaw it will make it that much wmofe difficuls
to retain power in the coming assembly electiony They are
aware of the personal pull and organising ability that Subhas
and Samir command and the position they share with
Saifuddin and his pro-democracy followers. Significantly Jveti
Basu no longer calls them “shameless persens lacking in self
respect or self esteem”. Nor does Anil Biswas arrogantly ask
Subhas and “ethers like him” to quit the party. On the con-
trarvy efforts are on 1o "manage” them by inducements of
berths in the party’s state socretariat and even central com-
mittee. Comrades are asked {o lreat them with respect. An al}
out attempt is being made o humour them. The leaks the
party leaders once engineered to denigrate Subhas are now on
hold, The effort is to keep Bubhas and Samir away from
Saifuddin. Buat these are veterans who know the leadership’s
cloak and dagper taciics as when they dealt with titans like
Nripen Chakravarty. They alse know that atier theselections,
the party leadership will simply dump them.

Irenically, the Marxists have trained their ]
Saifuddin and are trying to project him as a renegage full of
hourgeois viees. The effort iz to drive a wedge between the pro-
democracy liberals. This is eld hat. The leadership’s Hypocrisy
comes through clearly when Anil Biswas says that the party
would nol allow the CPLI-M to degenerate into a bourgdais oul-
fit. Droesn’t he realise that the CPL-M today 1s much worse
than a moth-eaten hourgeoais party — rampant corruption,
pepotism, faciional feuds and rank opportunism have becotne
its hallmark. The kind of class struggle that he and comrades
Like him now prezch and practice is sheer perversion. How
many agricaltural labourers. industrial workers, Muslins,
women and people of the scheduled tribes are there in the
leadership 1o claim that the party is champlomng the cause of
the weak and downtredden? Saifuddin knows that the rhetoric
of CPI-M leaders is hollow. If he can touch the heapks of the
people, as he is set to do, ke will be unst,oppabV
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' CALCUTEA, OCT. 27. Barely a

i Minister, Mr.

. Chiel Minister

. Buildings.

°1

By Malabika Bhattacharya

week  after successfully or-
chesurating the sweeping re-
forms in the CPHMI, Mr. [voti
Rasu, founder-rnenther ol the
party’s polithuro, announeed
today his plans o rehuguish
the office of Chief Minister of
West Bengal in the first week
of November.

The longest-serving Chief
Basu, 87, said
his successor — the Depity
My Buddha-
dev Bhattacharya — wounld be an-
nounced 2f the meetng of the
ruling Left Front on Sarurday.

“1 am determined 1o resign this
fime,” Mr. Basu said at Writers
My indifferent health
continues 1 he & major concern
as a result of which I cannot de-

. vole enough time to the business

- of governance.” He had an-
 nounced his resignation  twice

*earlier bul the party Jid not diow

him o do so.

Sources in the CPLM; sald that
Mr. Basu would be installed as the
Front chairman to coordinate the
smoath futictioning of the dait-

: ners as well as monitor the guality
bof governance. It another way,

Mr. Bast will continue 10 he a su-
perpower centre as the office nf

+ the Front chairman, by virtue of

his presence i3 it, will enjoy al-
most the same amount of influen-
ce, power and prestige equal to
that of the office ot Chief Minister.

"Whenever  required,  he
(Mr.Basu) will act as the crisis-
manage:,” Mr. Anil Biswas, (P
(M) State party secretary said.

Tt is said that the new Chief
Minister would be installed be-

. tween November 6 and 8.

Somnath offers to quit
Meanwhite, in a separale hut
related development. Mr. Som-
nath Chalterjee. a Basu-conti-
dant, leader of the CPRM! in
Parliumemt and Chairman of the
WEBIDC. offered 1o quit office say-
g that he wonld ot ke 10 don-
tinue in the abserncy of Mo Basu.
Also citing failing bealth as a

reason for his planned retire-
ment, he said: T cannot cope
with the pressures of Parliament
anvinore because of my poor
health. | will quit the day Mr. Basu
retires.”

Mhe State secretariat ol the
Communist Party of IndiaiMarx-
istl met during the dayv ro examine
and ratify Mr. Basu's decision om
retirement and forwarded it to the
Left Front which would ceremn-
nially endorse it lomorrow,

Mr. Basu, who has been in the
Comnmunist party since 1940, said
that even though he would not
contest  the coming  Assembly
elections, he would most Certsn -
v purticipate in the campaign on
behalf of the Front.

“T am definite we will come
back to power since the (pposi-
tion is showing signs of frosira-
tion as reflected in its demand for
imposition of President’s Rule on
the Staie,” he comnienred.

Mr. Basa said the Front Gov-
ernment had created a recard not
oulv in the country but in the
world by its achievemems which
include the introduction of the
panchayati rai system, land re-
forms and holding of elections at
regular intervals in a dernocraric
environment. He referred o the
Flection Commission’s  certidi-
cates o his government for hold-
ing peacetul polls.

Many in the CPIM) and lhe
Ieft parties are most certain wiry
and stall the issue of Mr. Basu's
retirement but the chances of
success of such efforts appear re-

UDDHADEV TO TAKE OVER NEXT WEEK

Basu firm on calling
“ it a day this time

v\

) mr)m given he '.a that the
CPI{M) general secrptary, Mr.
flarkishan ngh | Surjeet,
who had twice sucdeeded in

. disstading Mr. basu from re-
riring, has apparently come
 round 1o acceptling the idea
after Mr. Basu forcefully put
forth his argliments.

Al the recent sarty meet in
Thirovananthapuram, Mo
Surject. like hefore, tried to
. dissuade Mr. Basu  from
pressing the plan for retire-
ment saying: ‘Please hangon
for a few more months,” but re-
lented onby after realising Mr. Ba-
su would not change his stand..

1 dissuaded you from retring
varlier because of the threat of
imposition of President’s rule on
Rengal. True, the threat has re-
ceded but T will still request you to
stay on.”

Mr. Basu, however, chose to
give expression 1o his own plans.
See also Page 13

No, NCT THE DOCTOR-
THE HIGH-COMMARD
DAGNOSED MY
SICKNESS .,
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & PTI

SILIGURFCALCUTTA., Oct. 28,
- My Jvoti Base tonight sub-
mitted his resignation to the
(;evernor after the Left Front
approved his deelsion to step
dow.

“he Governor received Mr
Besy's rezignation at 10 pm.,”
‘i Haj Bhavan ufficials In

frriecling,

Marlier. the LF cleared Mr
Basu's resignation and unani-
mousty elected Mr Buddhadev
Bhuttacharva as his successer.
Mr Bhattacharya will be sworn
i on 6 November,

The deputy chief minister’s
pisst, which Mr Bhattacharya
has heen occupving to lessen Mr
Baaus harden. will be abolished.
The LF meeting may have been
 ormality afier Mr Basu yester-
dev announced his decision. But
1t was charged with emotion,
with Mr Basu explaining the
reasons for his resignation.

Seme LE constituent leaders
oed to prevail on Mr Basu to
continue till the pext Assembly
polls. but they had to concede
his demand after he spoke at
lapgti on his failing health.

\Mr Basu prefaced his speech
with an explanation: why he

Spectre of

MANASH GHOSH
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, Oct. 28, - Mr Jyotd Pasu's resigna-
lion has cleared the decks for one more split in
ideological battle
berween hardliners and liberals.

Liberals, like Mr Subbas Chakraborty, loyal to
My Basu, will now wan hasitate to take an the

the CPI-M and another

party an ideological issues.

Tiie liberals, led by Mr Chakraborty, want CPI-
oo dump its “hypocritical posturings’ on par-
Ang even aiter the
Jange n the party’s programme at the Thiruva-
jpthapuram plenum, the hardliners want to
slick to the party’s ariginal objective of establish-
ng & dictatorship of the proletariat.

Another liberal, Mr Qamir Putatunda, South
94-Parganas unit secretary. described the
e renavation and
p”. Many fellow liberals
ghaye s VIEW, indicating that idealogical battle

i amentary democracy.

amended programme as “mer
' certainly not updatin

will intensifv.

’1/‘)\ it

Mr Jyoti Basu at the Left front meeting at CPI-M headquartars i Palcutta on Saturday. — The Statesman

had to break the news to the
media before informing the
Left Front committee. “Tt would
have been better if 1 could

party

g STATESHAR

yRRIARAL

ther split, 1
another split, 1

Mr Basu is aware of the impending batile and its
consequences. So he felt this was the best time 19
leave. For, he wants to go down in history as a
symbol of unity, not only for his party but algo for
the Left Front He knows the split could affect
ather LF partners too and doesn't want to take
sides in the battle.

Mr Basu had more than vnce asked
Mr Chakraborty not to split the
“while I'm around”. The 88
transporl minister respected his
wish, for he looked up to bim as 2
leader who could sert differences.

But with Mr Basu no longer the
administrative head, Mr Chakraborty
be none to redress the lb-
erals grievances and settle disputes.

The liberals are worried because AMr Buddhadev
Bhattacharya's elevation as chief minister will
create serious functional problems. Though earil-
or Mr Bhattacharya sympathised with thosze
demanding greater democracy and transparency
in the party. eventually hardliners won him over

knows therell

“® o y
Basu quits after Left Front nod

GOVERNOR TO RETURN ON 4 NOVEMBER

| DARJEELING, Oct. 28. — The Governor will leave for Calcutta

i

on 4 November for the swearing-in ceremony of I ;
Bhattacharya. Mr Viren Shah was to have s‘Lax'eé{;nt‘i?B:l??
till 19 November but had to change his schedule after ge\ttingg
message from the chief secretary vesterday evening, It said Mr
dyoti Basu had decided to resign as the chief minister.

Mr Shah was not available for comment. He, };nwever, is

mation 1 had to eblige. I acted
unintentionally,” he told the
meeting.

Yesterday, some LF partners

announce the decision at this
meeting. But the news had
been leaked to the press and
when journalists sought confir-

A greater

win easily.

ments like introducing land

parliamentary institutions.

29101 1m

deological clas

by offering him the chief ministership.
worry for the liberals is Mr
Bhattacharya’s lack of mass base. Unlike Mr Basu,
he doesn’t have an “image”, henge, he can be easily
manipulated by hardliners, the liberals fear. Mr
Bhattacharya’s future is dependent heavily on
the hardliners favours, like shifting
him from his “risky” Jadavpur seat
w0 o safer one, from where he can

The ideclogical battle will cen-
8 .re around the contradictions in
the pariy’s amended pro-
gramme. For instance, the liber-
¥ 5is want the hardliners to come
clear on the parliamentary system.

After frumpeting “pathbreaking’ achieve-

ati raj during the LF'g 24-year rule, they say the
jeadership should be honest enough to admit that
considerable changes could be effected through

Though the party has been in power for almost

expected to be back in Darjeeling soon after the swearing-i
: . > swearing-in cer-
emony. Members of family will stay in Darjeeling till he returns

from Calcutta, — SNS

were dismayed after getting
the news of Mr Basu's resigna-
tion. They had even decided to
express disapproval against the
step at today's meeting,

Mr Debabrata Bandopadhyay,
RSP state secretary, however,
told journalists after the meet-
ing that though they wanted Mr
Basu to continue for some more
time, they had ta be “realistic”.

Mr Sailen Dasgupta, Left
Front chairman, told journal-
ists that Mr Basu had pleaded
with the party severa] times to
relieve him of the onerous
responsibilities of the post of
chief minister.

Mr Basu had been attending
his office for about two hours in
the morning and keeping appoi-
ntments for the later part of the

tary systent,

“Mr Prakash K
n't brag abe

day, Mr Dasgupta said. "Obvi
ously, he wasn't able to giv
more time to his work. Hene
we gecided to accede to hi
request when he raised the ma
ter once again a few days back.

Some front partners propose
that Mr Basu be made the Le
Front chairman, But the mes
ing felt he didn% need any sw
official position, far “he's not er
g CPI-M polithuro member b
also an undisputed LF leads
and az such would continue
guide it,” Mr Biman Bose, CP1
politburo member, saud.

All of My Basa's ministe
will hold their portfolios in 1
new ministry, Mr Anil Bisw
CP1-M state seeretary, said.

B More reports on page

h haunts CPN

a quarter of a century, many hardhners sull
that reactionary forces would topple their
ernment by taking advantage of the parlia

arat and Mr Anil Biswas sh
ut LF's achievements ¥
they have no faith in the system that helpe
party with significant achievements. With dc
tists like them calling the shots in the ce

committee and politburo, we knew whe:

said a leader.

stand on the idological plane,” said & Chakr:
associate. “They lack courage io oW then
ders. They have not regretied their .. 1996 )
layan blunder. The reason is simple. H th
they wouldn't be..
The hardliners have come under attacl
their own fold too. Mr Biswas and Mr
voforms and panchay-  Bose have been criticised by some felfow:
liners for not being able to keep Mt
Chatterjee’s Commurist Revolutionary
of India in the LF. "It your diseredit 1l
couldn’t keep the Left’s natural ally wit

leaders any more.”



Basu quits after Left

Fd

Lulb

SILIGURICALCUTTA, Oct. 28.
—- Mr Jyeti Basu tonight sub-
mitled his resignation o the
Governor after the Left Front
approved his deeision to step
down.

“The Governor received Mr
Basu's resignation at 16 pan.,”
=aid Ral Bhavan officials in
Davjecding.

Earbier, the LF deared Mr
Basu's resignation and unani-
mously elected Mr Buddhadev
Bhettacharva as his successor.
Mr Bhettacharya will be sworn
in on 6 November,

The deputy chief minister’s
past, which Mr Bhattacharya
ka# heen occupying to lessen Mr
Baszu's burden, will he abolighed.

The LLF meeting may have been
a formality after Mr Basu yester-
dav announced his decision. But
it was charged with emotion,
with Mr Basu explaining the
reasons for his resignation.

Sume LF constituent leaders
tried to prevail on Mr Basu to
continue till the next Assembly
patls. but ihey had io concede

tin

st
wi

Mr dyoti Basu at the Left Front meeting at GP1-M headguarters in Calcutia on Saturday. — The Statesman

his demand after he spoke at
lenzth on his failing health.
My Basu prefaced his speech

had to break the news to the
media before informing the
Left Front committee. “It would
have been better if I could

announce the decision at this
meeting. But the news had
been leaked to the press and
when journalists sought confir-

with an explanation: why he

re
re
ch

!

mation I had to oblige. I acted
unintentionally,” he told the
meeting,

Yesterday, some LF partners

hi
th
nt

Spectre of another split, 1deological c]

MAaRASH GHOSH

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, Ot 28 — Mr Jyoti Basu's resigna-
tom has cheared the decks for one move split in
the CPT-M and anether ideclogical battle
hetween hardliners and liberals,

Liberalg, like Mr Subhas Chakvaborty, loval to
Mr Basu, will now won* hesitare to 1ake on the
pariy on idenlogieal issues.

The hiberals, led by Mr Chakraborry, want CPI-
M dump jts “hypocritical posturings™ on par-
Pumentary democracy. And even afler the
shange in the party’s programme at the Thiruva-
ranthapuram plenum. the hardliners want to
=tick 1o the party's original objective of establish-
ing a dictatorship of the proletariat.

Another liberal, Mr Samir Putatunda, South
_24-Parganas unit secretary, described the
“amended programme as “mere renovation and

- certainly not updating”. Many fellow liberals
' share his view. indicating thar ideological battle
will inten=ify,

vHE STATESMAR
29.0c7 2m

Mr Basu is aware of the impending batile aud its
conseguences. So he felt this was the hest time to
leave. For, he wants 10 go down jx history g3 a
symbeol of unity, not enly for his party but alse for
the Left Front. He knows the split could affect
other LF partners too and doesn't want to take
sides in the battle,

Mr Basu had more than once asked
Mr Chakrabarty not ta gplit the
party “while I'm around” The
transport minister respected his
wish, fer he looked up to him as 2 {§
leader who could sort differences.

But with Mr Basu ne lenger the
administrative head, Mr Chakraboriy
knows there'll be none to redress the lib-
erals’ grievances and settle disputes.

The liberals are worried because Mr Buddhadey
Bhattacharya’s elevation as chief minister will
create gerious functional problems. Theugh earli-
er Mr Bhattacharya sympathised with those
demanding greater democracy and transparency
in the party, eventually hardliners won him over

2 9 I

by offering him the chief ministershiy

A greater worry for the libe
Bhattarharya’s lack of mass base. Unl
he dossn't have ap “image”, henee, he
manipiiated by hardliners, the libea

Bhattacharva's future is depende
the hardliners’ favours,
him from his “risky” J
to g safer one, fram «
win easily.

The ideological be
tre around the cow
the partv's am
 cramme. For instar
¥ als want the hardlir
g clear on the parliamen

After trumpeting “pathbreak
ments like introducing land reforms :
ati ra] during the LF's 24-year rule,
leadership should be honest enough -
considerable changes could be effer
parliamentary institutions.

Though the party has been in pow



Front nod

GOVERNOR TO RETURN ON 4 NOVEMBER |§

ARJEELING, Oct. 28. — The Governor will leave for Calcutta
1 4 November for the swearing-in cerernony of Mr Buddhadey
hattacharya. Mr Viren Shah was to have stayed in Darjeeling
1 19 November but had to change his schedule after getting a
essage from the chief secretary yesterday evening. It said Mr
soti Basu had decided to resign as the chief minister.

Mr Shah was not available for comment. He, however, is
ipected to be back in Darjeeling soon after the swearing-in cer-
nony. Members of family will stay in Darfeeling till he returns

om Calcutta, — SNS

re dismayed after getting
» news of Mr Basu's resigna-
n. They had even decided to
sress disapproval against the
p at today’s meeting.

ir Debabrata Bandopadhyvay,
P state secretary, however,
d journalists after the meet-
r that though they wanted Mr
su to continue for same more
1€, they had to be “realistic”,
Ir Sailen Dasgupta, Left
ont chairman, told journal-
s that Mr Basu had pleaded
th the party several times 1o
lieve him of the onerous
sponsibilities of the post of
ief minister.

JAr Basu had been attending
; office for about two hours in
e morning and keeping appoi-
mente for the later part of the

ash haunts CP

day, Mr Dasgupta said. “Obvi-
ously, he wasn’t able to give
more time to his work. Hence,
we decided to accede to his
request when he raised the mat-
ter once again a few days back.”

Some front partners proposed
that Mr Basu be made the Left
Front chairman. But the meet-
ing felt he didn't need any such
official position, for “he’s not only

a CPI-M politbure member but
alzgo an undisputed LF leader, °

and as such would centinue to |

guide it,” Mr Biman Bose, CPLI-M
politbure member, said.

Al of My Basu's ministers :
will hold their portfolios in the |

new ministry, Mr Anil Biswas, |

CPI-M state secretary, said.

¥ More reports on page

B

rals is Mr
ke Mr Basu,
can be easily
-als fear. Mr
1t heavily on
like shifting
adavpur seat
vhere he can

ttle will cen-
radictions in
:nded pro-
ce, the liber-
iers to come
tary systemn.
ing” achieve-
ind panchay-
they say the
0 admit that
sted through

er for ajmost

a quarter of a century, many hardliners still fear

that reactionary forces would topple their gov-
ernment by taking advantage of the parliamen-
tary system.

“Mr Prakash Karat and Mr Anil Biswas should-
n't brag about LF's achievements when
they have no faith in the systesmn that helped the
party with significant achievements. With dogma-
tists like them calling the shots in the central
committee and polithuro, we know where we
stand on the idological plane,” said a Chakraborty
associate. “They lack courage o own their blun-
ders. They have not regretted their .. 1996 Hima-
layan biunder. The reason is simple. If they did
they wouldn't be.. leaders any more.”

The hardliners have come under attack from

their own fold too. Mr Biswas and Mr Biman
Bose have been criticised by some fellows hard-

liners for not being able to keep Mr Asim
Chatterjee’s Communist Revolutionary League |
of Tndia in the LF. “It’'s vour discredit that you
couldn’t keep the Left's natural ally with you,”

said a leader.
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NEW DELHI, Oct. 30. — The
CPI-M has rejected the CPI call
for Communist reunification
and stressed that there still are
fundamental differences divid-
ing the two Communist parties.
In a letter to Mr AB Bardhan
since his interview with The
Statesman, Mr Harkishan
Singh Surjeet has virtuaily sig-
nalled another round of cold
war between the two parties.
He also released his three-page
letter to the Press, which said,
“since you (Mr Bardhan) have
aired your views in public, [ am
compelled to do the same”.
Conceding that “the urge for the
unity of the Communist move-
ment is prevalent among large
spetions of the sympathisers and
well-wishers”, Mr Surjeet
reminded Mr Bardhan that
“echoing this desire is one thing,
but shifting the onus without
addressing the larger issue of the
programmatic understanding, is

o
G W
an rcise, f§
which ‘eems
guile”, The CPI

leadership said it ¥
would respond to
Mr Surjeet’s let-
ter as soon as Mr |
Bardhan returns- §
from Calcutia,
“We will dis-
cuss the issue in
the party forum
afier Comrade
Bardhan
returns to Delhi

t rejects Bardhan’s unity call

the mid-50s7,
and therefore “it
may be a bit dif-
ficult (for Mr
Bardhan) to rea-
lise the pain and
pangs that pre-
3 coded the split...
I would urge up-
l on you to go
| minous material
i that is available
: on this subject.
- Ewen a cursory

and then will
give a formal
reply to
Comrade Surjeet,” Mr D Raja,
CPI secretariate member, said.
He felt Mr Surjeet’s reply to Mr
Bardhan's “views expressed in
a newspaper interview, is not
in the right perspective”.

In his letfer, Mr Surjeet raid
Mr Bardhan, unlike him, was
“not in the leadership at the
time when the intense debate
began in the undivided party in

4 T AN ¢ - Y APIRR ¢ S et 0

Mr Harkishan Singh Surjeet

glance through
his data will
reveal that there
is no truth in the statement.
There is no fundamental differ-
ences between the parties now”.

Expressing shock at Mr
Bardhan's “evaluation of the spe-
cial canference of the CPI-M for
updating its programime, ag con-
tained in The Statesman”, Mr
Surjeet  said  the 1964
split was the result of a decade-
long inner-party struggle. “The

through the volu-.

central issue in the debate was
the class character of the state
and the government as well
as the ciass alliance. Whereas
the then dominant leadership
and later on the post-split
CPI adovocated cooperaion with
the government characterising it
as representing the national

bourgeoisie, those who later

formed the CPI-M differed from
the asessment and characterised
the Indian state as being ruled
by the bourgeois-landlord elasses
headed by the big hourgeoisie™.
After underlining the funde-
mental differences, Mr Surjeet
balmed the CPI for disrupted
Left unity by forming an anti-
CPM alliance with the Congress
and heading such {alliance) a
government in Kerala.
Reminding Mr Bardhan that
a copy of the updated CPI-M
programme had been sent to
him in advance, Mr Surjeet
told Mr Bardhan to note that

8 See SURJEET: pa/gl__sv/
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CALCUTTA, Sept. 13, — Mr
Jdyoti Basu withdrew tnday the
talks offer his depufy had made
10 Miss Mamata Banerjee on
Monday, declaring the CPI-M
bad “nothing to discuss” with
the Trinamu! Congress.

The chief minister repeated
his description of the railway
i,_rr_iinister as a “violent woman”,

iterated the Trinamul-BJP was
entirely responsible for the vag-
: ing politieal violence in the
state, and announced there
was no reason for him te visit

Midnapore.

He said he had sent to Mxr LK

ru\les

\’0&
Advani his rejeinder to Mr
George Fernandes’s “politically
mativated and biased” report
on law and order in West
Bengal.

A persistent buzz of Mamata's
name at the press conference
had the chief minister bristling
with rage.

“Mamata, Mamata, Mamata
... how many times wiil you say
her name? What is my relation
with Mamata®? T have said time
and again that she i a violent
type of womarn,” he fumed.

There was na way he was
going Lo mecot her, the chief
minister said. ¥I have nothing
to do with her, The question of
holding a m

BASU.

A

arise.” A

Mr Basu repeated at the press
conference all the themes he
has of late been harping on: the
defence minister’s “lies” and
the “exapgerated” representa-
tion in the media of the
Midnapere conflict, the Cll's
certificate to the state as an
investment destination, the
“untrue” apprehensions about
the railway minister’s security
in West Bengal, and the “dis-
crepancies” in the Centre's
comrmutiques on law and order
{o the state.

The Centre could not, even if

it wanted, advance the
Assembly polls in the state, Mr
-id. “There is the

(Continued from page 1
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He would not share with
reporters the gist of his letier
to Mr Advani. “You have to
wark to keep your jobs. Why
should 1 tell you? Read the copy
of the letter when it is given to
you.”

Kshiti: Contrasted with the
chief minister's belligerence, it
was left to the RSP, junior .
Frant partner, to strike the |
note of recanciliation today. ‘

The goverunment must talk
with Miss Mamata Banerjee to |
find & way 1o ease the disturb- |
ing law and arder siluation, |
senior RSE leader and PWD !

t
{

B See BASU: page 8
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CPM reprimands
Saifuddin again

O\ Gvo
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| CALCUTTA, Sept. 14. — The state
CPI-M leadership today reprimanded
Mr Saifuddin Chowdhury for the
third time and cantioned him against
making controversial statements to
b the Press in “violation of party
norms.”

bk According to party insiders, the for-
{ mer MP can be expelled if he contin-
E ues to make such statemenis.

At the two-day CPI-M state commit-
tee meeting, the state secretariat was
: authorised to take action against Mr
Mr Saifuddin Chuwdhury Chowdhury if the situvation so war-
i ranted. There was voting on the issue.

And liberal camp leaders, unhappy over the move, stayed away.

Yarty insiders say some hardliner leaders — like Mr Bireswar
Lahiri and Mr Dipak Dasgupta — reportedly argued for Mr
Chowdhury’s expulsion. Some libersl camp Jeaders wondered if
the party could take such a stand against Mr Chowdhury merely
hecause of differences on political issues.

They reportedly alleged that the party had failed to take tough
stand on those indicted in the organisational probe into the Beni
Enginecring case. They were apparently not happy with the lead-
ership’s softening of stand on Mr Lakshmi Chatterjee, former
North 24-Parganas district committee member arrested last year
after complainls by the Beni Engineering owner.

The leadership decided at the state committee meeting to divest
Mr Chatterjeec of organisational posts.

Mr Subhas Chakraborty and Mr Amitava Nandi were indirectly
indicted by the three-member probe committee for allegedly
accepting denations from the owner of the Kamarhati-based
industrial unit for voluntary organisations controlled by them.
Insiders say they will be pulled up within the party fora and the
matter wil]l not be made public.

During the day, Mr Gautam Deb, state housing minister, repaort-
edly said Mr Chakraborty's name was unnecessarily dragged into
the Beni Engineering case to protect another prominent North 24-
Parganas leader. Mr Anil Biswas, state party secretary, told
reporters that Mr Lakshmi Chatterjee got the “benefit of dount”
and hence expulsien move was not initiated against him,

Tnsiders say the leadership decided not to proceed further on Mr
| Subhag Chakraborty's charges against two probe commitiee mem-
bers after he withdrew his allegation that the two had been influ-
enced during the course of probe. The state commitiee decided to
expel Mr Durgapads Ghosh, a member of Birbhum district party
committee. for awning land beyond the ceiling. It accepted an
inguiry committee report on corruption charges against two party
members of Kakdwip, South 24-Parganas.
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_ALARM IN ANDHRA

£ 8 Naxalite threat to Naidu 1\ 2

HE Nixahte menace in Andhra Pradesh is lomg-standing

and made worse by the fact thal Chandrababu Naidu's hi-
tech repumation is nol maiched by reformas in the countryside.
The underground movement has ifs roots in the demeand for
redistribution of land and in the grinding poverty of people
whose cause was taken up by outfits ke PWG. An earnest
affort to address socig-ecanomic issues in the villages would
have halted the Naxalite influence that now causes alarm.
The Iatest threal 1o the chiel minister's life iz a direct conse-
quence of this failure, The late NTR tried experiments like
hfting the ban on the PWG in the hope that it would encour-
age them io join the mainstream. IL was reinforced with a
rehahilitation package for militants whe surrender. Nothing
has worked. [L 13 gow up to the chief minister to ymx progres-
zive ideas on technolegy with rural uplift. Or else his govern
ment which has eamed handsome applause for cyvber con-
stiousiess is destined to be plagued by unrest in Telengnna,
Obviously Naxalites have made up thelr minds io go thely
own way seeking support and a steady supply of arms from
rebel groups in other states. No wonder the palice in
Hyderabad have noticed that Naxalites are adopting guerrilia
tactics acquired through extremist literature and exchanges
with oiher extremist groups. The police can at best defend
themselves and pass off elimination of extremists as "encoun-
ters™; administrative firmness iz essential when the situation
threatens to go out of hand. That does nat selve the probiem,
Nor can vielence rocted in human disiress which finds grass
root support he stamped out by law. Concern for basic rural
issues must be seen as real before attitudes change. Naidu has
performed a mivacle in Hyderabad to virtually eliminate polit-
ical rivale; he needs to perform ancther in the eountryside.
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:mv»ﬂm_—mumc: Naidu would like to go down as the man who finished the People’s War
recoup and regroup. Therefore, the talks both sides seem agreeable to would

o

o

p. For their part, the Naxalites would seek to buy tic to
precious little, if anything at all. STANLEY THEODORE reports

g

b

HE presenlf drama involving
Andbra Pradesh chief minis-
ter N Chandrababu Naidu
and the People’'s War Group
expressing a willingness for talks has
its origin in the meaningless and
purposeless meandering of the
debate in the state assembly on the
Naxalite issue, After Mr Naidu's
reply, where he said his mandate
was t0 ensure law-and order in the
state, Congress legislator Jeevan
Reddy drew the chief minister’'s
attention to a newspaper report of 3
April wherein revolutionary writer
Vara Vara Rao made a statement
favouring talks between the govern-
ment and the Naxalites. This hap-
pened exactly four weeks after pan-
chayat raj minister A Madhav Reddy
was killed in a landmine explosion.
Mr Naidu then said the PW(Fs aim
was to achieve power by the gun and
unless they stopped violence there
was no scope for talks, “If one holds a
gun and says that he will do as he
pleases, there is nothing to talk
about,” he said. But as an after-
thought he added that he would con-
vene an all-party meeting to discuss
the matter and he¢ would have no
hesitation in inviting Vara Vara Rao
and revolutionary balladeer Mr
Gaddar. His underlying condition,
though not force-

e

o

Bizarre war, cold tactics '

the law, r
The fortnight
before this, three
key encounters
oceurred. On 16
April, four Nax-
alites of Lthe spe-
cial action team
that killed Mad-
hav Reddy were
shot dead in the
capital. On 26
April, six Naxal-
ites of the Raec-
hakonda armed
sguad, one of the

most militant
units, were killed
in Nalgonda.

Twenty-four
hours later 12
Naxalites were
killed in War-
angal and ihis
decimated the
major Parakal
armed squad.
The chironology of events suggests
that a sense of desperation hasg crept
into the PWG as is evident from its
conciliatory tone of making “only con-
stitutional demands”, This is primar-
ily because the Constitution is one
thing the PWG does not believe in.
Behind this is

m.c.—“ was clear - P an m.ung.mﬁ.wm;«
the PWG wounld shrewd tactic of
have to stop its v the der-
violent activities. 1T One holds a gunand ;15004 organs-
The PWG took : : sation. It is look-
il month 1o S8YS that he will do as he %, 50
make their point. —mmmmm- .—.—dmﬂm _w :Q.ﬂ—,—_—x— .ﬂc because il has
On 4 May they really Lheen
listed eight ” chased  and
demands - ﬂm__A mUOCﬁ.: hbeaiten over the

ranging from a
judicial inguiry
into the encoun-
ter that killed their three top leaders
in December last to a lifting of the
ban on the outfit and an end to comb-
ing operations by the police.

‘They also described their viclence as
acts of self-defence against state
repression. They said their deinands
needed to be met for them to stop the
violence and to ¢reate a conducive
atmosphere for talks.

The operative part of their two-page
note was: “If the government is ready
to meet these demands and they are
proven in implementation, we here-
with announce that wa will wnenn

past 18 monthsg,
The need for
some quality
breathing space is being felt all the
more becanse of the serious reverses
the PWG has suffered. 1t needs time
to recoup and regroup.

What the PWG is looking for is the
hreaks it got in 1990 and again in
1994. In 1990, then Congress chief
minister M Channa Reddy, shaken
by the kidnappings of legislators,
allowed the PWG to operate om the
surface, For the entire year it held
meetings and launched a member-
ship drive,

After Rajiv (andhi’s assassiration

P

In 1995, when
NT Rama Rao
returned o
power, he
announced the
“suspension” of
the ban.

Though he and
Mr Naidu, then
his revenue min-
ister, were hard
pressed to define
what “suspen-
sion of ban”
meant, the bot-
tom line was
that the PWG
was being put on
probation — “if
the outfit behaved ittself, the vw:
would be lifted”.

These iwo perlods are critical to
PW(, being what the situationiis
today. Had Channa Reddy or NTR
not suffered from weak knees, the
story might well have been different,
Apart from tending to their wounds,
the PWG needs the time to under-
stand where it is headed. It needs to
address itself to a serious deficiency
that it has discovered during its
introspection sessions -- that it is
not educating the people sufficiently
enough on the need for an armed
mﬁﬂ:mm_o against the stote. A leuder
acknowledoad Fhad oot

A Madhav Reddy

{insel} and the remains
of the vehicle in which
he was travelling; and
Naitu — talking tough.

paganda,

Against this hack-
drop, expressing a
willingness  for
talks appears to be
the PWG's clear
ploy to buy time
and space. On the
other hand, Mr
Naidu suffers no
such eompulsions
as his puolice hold
the edge in the bush battles. His

readiness for talks is no movre than a
politician’s readiness to talk to any-
oue undey the sun as long as his pur-
pose is served. Mr Naidu, in this
case, has his purpose well defined —
to go down as the man who finished
the WG,

Nisw comes the most pertinent ques-
tior: what are the two going to talk
about? To begin with, the PW( will
insist on these cight demands, with
only the Ifting of the ban being some
sort. of an irritant hetween the two.
As NTR did in 1995, Mr Naidu may
offer {0 put them on probation and

Pix courtesy /ndia Taday

are fo ho
Joining the main-
slream  rreage
the PWO has L
shed its under
ground aature
and patadpate in
elections. Thie in
fure means Lhal
ihe PWG wotild
have to go back
on its cardival
principie -
achieving politi-
cal POWOT
through a p
tracted  arm
Stropgic.
If Mr ™

s
to place ik
ditiow, then his
tenure would be
untenable.

Is it possible foy
the DPWG to

vield? At the eon-
tre of the ocﬁm»_; beliefs is the con-
tention that the present democraey iz
a farce and a vevelution, with the
people taking Lo wms, is necded o
usher in a “New Democraey™ To
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Multl-pronged

- assault on W/

3 \s’ Naxalltes

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 4: The Centre
today decided to ban the People's
War Group fPW(G) and some of its
front organisations operating in
Andhra Pradest. Madhva
Pradesh, Orissa, Maharashtra
and Bihar as part of a larger plan
to “exert maximum pressure on
Left-wing extremism’.

The government also decided
toestablish a joint operations cen-
iretobeheaded by a senior official
from each of the five states where
Naxalites have stepped up activi-
ties. The cenwre will coordinate
both intelligence networking anc
ground operations.

Indications are that an officer
from Andhra Pradesh, which has
prioritised fighting Naxatite vio-
lence, will lead the centre which is
vet to gel a final shape.

The decisicns were taken
today at a meeting of chief minis-
ters of the five states convened by
Uhion home minister LK. Ad-
vani. Advani said the Ceritral ban
on the Naxalite outfits was neces-
sary. even though states willtry o
open dialogue with these.

“Banning is necessary as it
will ensure that they come within
the purview of a legal system. Qut-
lawing them will help us to arrest
the leaders of the various organi-
sations,” Advani sald. Andhra
Pradesh has already banned the
PWG. The decision also means
that the ban will be virtually coun-
trywide which will enable all stat-
es to act against PWG activists.

While the Maoist Cornmunist
Centre (MCC), which operates
over a large area in central and
gouth Bihar, has been outlawed by

the state, Madhya Pradesh has
conveved io the siates that it plans
to ban the PWG dalams (units)
which operate from its territory,
Orissa, Maharashira and Bihar
have been asked to ban the PWG
nperating from various parts of
the three states.

Andhra Pradesh chief minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu landed
a hombshell at the meeting. His in-
telligence had detected “estab-
lished links of the PWG with radi-
cal organisations operating in
Peru (Shining Path), Germany,
Turkev, the Philippines, Belgium
and Nepal”, he said.

Naidu added that the PWG had
also established links with other
“geparatist’ groups in the coun-
try. He was interested inusing un-
manned aerial vehicles to track
the movement of the extremists,
the chief minister said. Advani
said though the defence minisiry
had raised some initial objections,
Naidu’s proposal was being seri-
ously considered and “it will most
prohably be sanctioned”.

Emphasising that the Naxalite
movement “in its origins was are-
bellion against demoecracy”, Ad-
vani said: “What started in West
Bengal in the late Sixties with ide-
ological and idealistic commit-
ment has now degenerated into
crime. 1t is bereft of any ideology
and idealism. The so-called Naxal
ouifits exploit backwardness of
ihe citizens and the regions.”

Therefore, he said, there was a
need to adopt a twao-pronged strat-
egy to fight Left-wing extremisnt:
use of security forces and initia-
tien of development programmes.

Al states barring Bihar have
sentt their development plans to
lhe Planning Commission for

-

Chandrababy Naidu with LK Advani at the Inter-St
Council standing committee meeting. Picture by Rajesh K

early release of funds.

On development, all states agr-
eed to improve infrastructure in
areas affected by Naxalite activi-
ties. The chief ministers agreed
that more roads should be built.
They said they would take up
poverty aileviation programmes
for tribals and the poor-.

Advani assured the ¢
isters that he will take
mand made by Maharas
Madhyva Pradesh to an
Forest Censervation Ac
will remove the legal iy
laying new roads and stal
velopment projects in trib:
nated areas.
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-

|

Bl
Spring

Tt would be a mistake to view
the Marxist-Leninist movement
at the beginning of the 2 st cen-
tury as basically no different
from “the Spring Thunder™ that
sent its thunder claps across
Bengal. Andhra Pradesh and
Kerala during the Sixties and
the Seventies. The Marxist-
Leninist ideotogy thal aimed at
¢leansing the Augean stables of

that the common

M.XK. NARAYAN

very now and then
reports tend o be put
oul by the authorities
that the  Marxist-
Leninist betler known as the
Naxalite movement is on the

wane, having suffered  yet
another serics  of cnppling

blows at the hands of the forces
of faw and order. Inured to a
daily diet of killings tn J&K and
the North Fast currently (and in
Punjab previouslyy, —periedic
reporis of seclarian strife and
violenl iensions in the many
heartland states ol the countey,
and growing evidence of abduc-
tions, extortions and murders in
urhan agglomerations by crimi-
pals and criminal gangs. the
nation remains indifferent (o
whether this is true, or another
instance of abluscation of facts,
Such placebos administered by
the authorities at regular inter-
vals have 2 down side, however,
i that by failing to assess the
true measure of the prohlem, the
steps taken remain at best half-
hearted.

The unvarmished truth is that
in the worst affected areas of
Naxalite  vielence which
encompuss a sizeable segment
of India’s land mass and
embrace more than hall a dozen
heartband  states  of
(Andhra  Pradesh and  Bihar
heing the most violence-prone)
—anmihilations™ of so-called
“class enetties” s not only 0
vogue, but is on the increase.
identification ol “class  ene-
mies” s hardly done by ideo-
logicaily inspired or idealistie
elaments. hut by matley group
of “sell styled revolutionaries,”
who often have the backing of
misguided Gibertarians, which
enables them to drum up sup-
port amongst the intetligentsia.
The spirit of the arch-deacon of
the Maxalite movement — the
late Charu Mazumdar — lives
on and his phitosophy “death o
the class ememics’ and precept
“learning warfare by waging
war” still survive. As existing
social contradictions  become
more acute, the jmovement
seems Lo be lurning still more
violent and sangumary. Also
despite the splintering of the
Marxist-Leninist
and the existence today of sev-
eral parties, factions and
growps, the sum total of the
parts appears much greater than
the whole in terms of strength
and vigour.

India~

movement |

the Left Commutists, mainly
that of the CPI-M, and create a
new dawn after the many false
hopes raised by the Commuunist
Left is virtually nom-existent
today. Stripped off its ideologi-
cal anderpinnings. the Marxist-
Leninist inovement has bzcome
a caricature of what it once pro-
fessed to be. Furthermore, by
embarking on a diet of unbri-

thread that
seemis to run through PWG
related “actions” in AP. MP and
Bihar poings o links with ihe
[S1. :

fn the past, the PWG had con-
nections with the LTTE. It also
maintained a distant relation-
ship with the Latin Amertica
based  “Sandro  Luminoso”
(Shining Path) guerrillas. A
nexus of sorts existed between
the PWG and the TLEFA (in
Assam). These linkages helped
the PWG strengthen its base
gver the years. Lately 1t has
been trying to build a super-
structure, and evidence points
the JSI as its new “mentor.”
Stray items of evidence linking
the PWG to [SI “moles” in
Hyderabad and elsewhere must
not, hence, be, ignored. The
consequences of the (ST operat-
ing under the cloak of an ideo-
logically motivated  militant
movement which cuts a wide

- aled Wolence, bere(#of any doc- swathe across the territory of

trinal principal, it 1s devouring

India can be serious. Dispirited

what is still left of its earlier police forces with little guid-

revolutionary promises.
The disturbing aspects

ance and even less training in

of the tactics of the covert warfare

“New Deal Marxism” are: first, cannot deal adequately with
a penchant for inflicting large such a situalion.

scale casualties where previous-
ly violence was specifically tar-
geted against individual “class
enemies  next, the savage
nature of auacks now being
launched against police otficers
and policemen unlike anything
seen previously (even at the
height of violence in the Sixties
and the Seventies) : third, the
spale of high profile killings —-
4 state minister in MP, senior
[PS officers and prominent
politicians in AP: fourth. the
extent and degree of sophistica-
tion now apparent in conducting
ambushes and attacks, aad the
upgradation of skills revealed in
the course of such incidents:
and fifth, the suspicion that is
slowly getting confirmed of the
nexus developing with foreign
mteilizence agencies fike the
ISI, which is reshaping the char-
acter ¢f the movement
Acquisition of deadly
weapors seemms to pose few dif-
ficulties for Naxalite groups
fike the PWG. While the Latin
American  connection 15 No
fonger secret, it is the abun-
dance of weapons available in
the arms bazaars of South East
Asia and to Indin’s Northwest
in Pakistan and Afghanistan
that has made matters easier.
State-of-the-arl lriggering
devices for setting-off buombs
amt explosives seem to he plen-
iful, speciatly with the PWG.
Radio and electronic signals are
increasingly being used to deto-
nate bomhbs and set-alf land
mines. In several of the recent
“actions” carried out by the
PWG in AP and MP, the tech-
niques employed are strikingly
reminiscent of those currently
in use by Islamist mercenaries
in J&K and Northeasl nsur-
gents and this ruises many perti-
nent issues. Ambushes using
decoys and leaving false wails
are also reminiscent of the tac-
tics emplaved by the 151 trained
Sikh terrorists in Punjub previ-
cusly, and foreign mititants in
1&K even today. An wference
that can be legitimately drawn
— based on the emss pollina-
tion of techniques and tactics, s

Andbra Pradesh provides a
prime example of ali that has
been said above namely the
degree of the “churn” in the
movernent, upgrading of meth-
ods and technigues, and the
manner in \.\“hich Naxalite
proups are able 1o shake-off set-
backs from time to time. Dueng

1999, the PWG suffered a series

of major setbacks. first during

the summet months, and fater in

December when three of its cen-

tral committce members were

killed in an encounter. It was,
never the less, able to bounce
back by swiftly embarking upon

a consclidation strategy and

moving putl most of its key peo-

ple deeper into the forest areas
or to “safe houses” outside the
state. Employing the tactic used
by the LTTE in Sci Lanka and

Khalistan Commande Force
(Panjwar faction) in the Punjab
earlier, they insulated theic
“special action teams” from the
main squads, leaving specifics
tactics to the ingenuity and
resource of the former. Through
high prefile killings of pmn;i—
nent political feaders (as many
as half a dozen) and police offi-
vers {including two IPS offi-
cers) they greatly undermined
police morale and as well as the
confidence of the admintstra-
tion. Elections to Parliament
and the Asseimbly also provided
the PWG with an opportunity o
unleash a reign of terror of near
unprecedented intensity.

THE ASIAN

] movement’s cruel

The situation i
Bihar today on the
Naxalite front i1s a
far cry from the
strategy outlined
earlier by Vined
Mishra, the doyen
of the Naxalite
movement in Bihar,
Vinod Mishra and the
CPI-ML (Liberation
Group) placed greater
emphasis on
developing heightened
CONSCIoUsness among
the masses and on
developing mass
movelents to create
a truly People’s
Democratic Front,
than on merely
engaging in violence
for its own sake.
What s taking place
in Bihar roday is
quite the contrary.
Mindless violence
is endemic and mass
movements are

non-existent
]

After the three central com-
mittee members were eliminat-
ed. the PWG virtually “declared
waur” blasting railway stanions
and carrying out random attacks
on transpart buses, rural banks,
telephone - exchange etc. This
lasted for more than a fortnight
during December, property
worth several crores of rupees
were destroyed, and atleast five
persans were kilfed. Sporadic
vialence continues, and guite 2
few instances of weil planned
attacks, on a DSP's office in
Warangal district (during Janu-
ary) and an armed public out-
post in Vishukapainam district
(during February} m which
nearly a dozen policemen were
killed, have been reported.

In adjoining Madhya Pradesh,
the intensity and spread of Nax-
alite violence hus been steadily
going up. Till last year, their
fhrust was on ocrganisational
activities, including the setting
up of “base areas” and “guerril-
la zones” with the objective of
establishing a “greater state of
Dandakaranva.” This is chang-
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ing, with nearly a dozen dis-
tricts of Madhya Pradesh now
being afflicted, to a greater or
lesser extent by Naxalite vio-
lence. The main locus of Nax-
alite militancy, however, con-
tinues to be in the three districts
of Bastar, Kankar and Dantewa-
da. but the districts of Maadla,
Rajnandgaoh in south Bihar and
Sarguja alongside Bihar in the
North East now figure on the
violence map. In several parts
of the Bastar region, extortions
and intimidations by Naxalite
groups have reached a siage
where they tend to be regarded
as a parallel centre of power.
Levying of “cess”™ on govern-
ment and other employees and
“induced™ co-operation
between government person-
nel/local awthorities and Nax-
alite groups evoke comparisons
with Nagaland.

Recent months have witnessed
an orgy of killings by the PWG
which operates with equal felic-
ity in both AP and MP. The
Madhya Pradesh state transport
minister was brutally hacked to
death in his village (Balaghat
districty on December 15 last
vear. In February, a landmine
blast in Narayanpur police sta-
ton [limits in Bastar district
killed atleast 23 police person-
nel, the most serious incident of
this kind, eclipsing the 1992
blast which killed 17 police-
men. Well over a hundred
policemen have been killed by
Naxalites, but an adequate strat-
egy to deal with the problem
eludes the authorities.

The situation in Bihar today
on the Naxalite front is a far cry
from the strategy outlined carli-
er by Vinod Mishra, the doyen
of the Naxalite movement in
Bihar. Vinod Mishra and the
CPI-ML  {Liberation Group)
placed greater emphasis on
developing  heightened  con-
sciousness among the masses
and on developing mass move-
ments  to create a wruly
People’s  Democratic  Front,
than on merely engaging in vio-
lence for its own sake. What is
tuking place in Bihar today is
gquite the contrary. MMindless
violence is endemic and nass
Mevements  are  non-exiswenl.
While central Bihar remains the
epicentre of Naxalite violence,
violence has spread 10 the east-
ern and  southern  districts.
Banka district in eastern Bihar
now figures prominently on the
Naxalite map, together with
Bhagulpur and Sahebganj. Cir-
culation of revolwionary litera-
ture and tracts on guerrilla war-
fare by Naxalite outfits is com-
mon in these areas. The most
sintster aspect of Naxalite vio-
lence in Bihar is the extent to
which the police and paramili-
tary forces have been deliber-
ately targeted. More than 30
policemen have been killed by
the PWG and Maoist Commu-
nist Centre in recent months.
Almost half of the fatal casual-
ties during the Parliamentary
and Assembly elections were of
policemen.

Competitive violence between
the MCC and the PWG have
laid waste vast areas of central
and south Bihar. Railway sta-
tions have ofiten been attacked
by Naxalite groups, and the dis-
ruption of the main line rail traf-
fic has figured prominently in
their designs. Factiona} and vio-
lent rivalry between the PWG
and the MCC has seriously djs-
rupted orderly life in the state.
Cadres of both Naxalite factions
ltave become victims of such
mutual attacks. The only saving
grace is the temporary lull in
retrtbutive violence between the
various “Landlord Senas” and
the MCC/PWG supported Dalit
groups.

A great deal of concern has
been expressed about the deteri-
orating situation in central and
state government circles, but
hardly any worthwhile steps
have been taken. A meeting of
the co-crdination centre of Nax-
alite-atfected states {constituted
in June 1998 to review activities
of Left Extremist groups in
Andhra  Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashira, Orissa
and Bihar) is scheduled to be
held shortly. The Andhra
Pradesh government is propos-
ing o set up a special action
force which would function as a
dedicated interception and
strike force to deal with Nax-
alite and other kinds of vio-
lence. The force will be
equipped with sophisticated
global positioning systems and
be assisted by intelligence cells
(0 be set up within the State
Special Branch.

nee jerk reactions o a
complex and dangerous
situation will not, how-

ever, deliver the goods. We are
no longer dealing with stereo-
types of the Sixties and the Sev-
enties. The PWG and the MCC
have better capabilities, more
skills, and benefits {lowing
from  modem  tlechnology.
Unless governments think and
act differently they will be over-
whelmed by the force of Nax-
alite violence today and in the
future. Fossilised thinking can
be dangerous,

To start with, close links need
to be forged between contral
agencies and faw enforcement
and police agencies in the state,
Investigative agencies like the
CBI, in addition to the [B, must
be involved. In those states
where the paramilitary forces
have a presence, their inputs
should be uttlised, as oflen they
have a good idea of the ground
situation.  The administration
needs to be more receprive, and
appreciate  the difficulties of
poticing  in  Naxalite-infested
areas. Many of today’s adminis-
trators  still - view  Naxalites
through rose-tinted glasses of
vesteryears when the movement
was stll in its idyllic phase.
This must change.

The weakest link still is intelii-
cenee. Unless  intelligence
mputs improve, and wdre more
focused and cell-specific it will
be diflicudt to devise an analyti-
cally sound threat and risk
assessment as a prelude to a pre-
emptive strategy. Intelligence
agencies must concentrate on
securing better insights into the
working of secret cells and
“action teams” many of which
possess only a fluid structure.
This will not be easy, and new
and specialised trade craft will
be needed. [ntelligence agen-
cies must also develop a covert
capability to deal with specific
siluations.

Technological  inputs 1o
improve the quality of intellj-
genee must reeeive the highest
priority. Capabilities for futer-
cepting mformation must he
strengthened. Use of remotely
piloted vehicles and drones for
intelligence {and for operational
purposes) must be encouraged.
Electronic sensors must be
made use ol in forest tracts and
in interior pockets.

A national strategy to combat
terrorism must be dovetailed
with local strategies 10 weed out
this problem. It is vital that
in today’s situation Naxalite
groups are denied opportunities
to strengthen their ISI links.
The possible “gate ways™ 1o
Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan
must  hence be effectively
policed .This may call for a spe-
cial contingency scheme or
plan, in which a meshing of
counter Naxalite and counter-
espionage strategies and tactics
take place.

M.K. NARAYANAN is o former
chief of the Intelligence Brvean
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