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KOTTAYAM, DEC. 30. The much-awaited meeting of the
Prime Mjnister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, with the
Kerala Church leadership, during his vacation at

! Kumarakom, has run into rough weather. The Chris-
© tian prelates were expected to meet the Prime Minis-

ter today, but the meeting did not materialise; the
chances of a meeting on Sunday are also dim — the
bishops would be busy in the morning and Mr. Vaj-
pavee has his own engagements in the afternoon.
And, by Monday noon the Prime Minister would
have left Kerala. Even if some bishops get around to
having an audience, Mr. Vajpayee meeting them as a
delegation and accepting a memorandum — as
claimed by many — is an option least favoured by the
Prime Minister’s advisers, it is learnt.

Efforts are on to find a way out of the impasse so
that the much-publicised occasion would not boo-
merang on the State unit of the BJP, which had plans
to use the occasion to build bridges with the Chris-
tian community.

Right from the beginning, the hawks in the BJP
camp were against the Prime Minister meeting the
bishops during his stay at Kumarakom, at a time

i when the party’s stakes are high in Utter Pradesh,
. which is to go the polls soon. It was feared that the
© bishops might touch upon sensitive issues such as

atrocities against the community, the proposed
amendment to the Divorce Act, the Christian Mar-
riage Act and above all the issue of conversion.

Any word of empathy from the Prime Minister on
these issues would upset the BJP’s applecart in U.P,,
it was pointed out. Most of the issues close to the
heart of the bishops are those which have died down
in the national media, so why resurrect them, ap-
pears to be the line of thinking.

“Whenever a bishop issued statements after meet-
ing Mr. Vajpayee during his prime ministership, it

_PM’s meeting with bishops
Vr{nss into rough weather\//

attracted international media attention and put the
BJP in bad light,” said one of the leaders. The Prime
Minister himself had sent a clear signal when, after
landing in Kottayam, he said: “I would like to meet
them all as friends and not as religious leaders.”

However, the immediate reason for the present
impasse appears to be a statement made by some of
the Church leaders at a press conference in Kochi on
Thursday.

It was claimed that the clergy would meet the
Prime Minister as a delegation and submit a mem-
orandum on Saturday. In fact, they had already pre-
pared the memorandum, expressing the
community’s apprehensions over the recent state-
ments issued by certain leaders close to the BJP (read
the RSS chief, Mr. K.S. Sudarshan) and making an
appeal not to view the Christian community as sep-
arate from others in the country. “This amounts to
the bishops themselves deciding the agenda,” said a
Christian leader who is keen to resolve the conflict
between the BJP and the Church leaders. “The state-
ment in Kochi was as offensive and untimely as the
one made by the RSS chief recently,” said another.

Internal conflict

Another contributing factor in the present stale-
mate appears to be the conflict within the Christian
leadership. It is an open secret that the stance of Mr.
John Joseph, member of the Minority Commission, is
not acceptable to-a section of some spiritual shep-
herds who believe that he is trying to wean away their
flock to the BJP camp. Few of the Christian prelates
would like to accept the leadership of Mr. Joseph in
parleys with the BJP and those close to him believe
that the Kochi statement the selective leaking of the
contents of the memorandum were deliberate at-
tempts to sabotage the dialogue, whose chief archi-
tect was Mr. Joseph.
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PM & THE MOSQUE-II

Vajpayé’éi"s Poli \y 0f Appeasement

AN a minister who is
found prima facie guilty

Magisgrate as well as a Ses-
iopg”Judge continue in office?

itution and the law, he is un-
der a cloud for violating both.
What example will Joshi set as
minister in charge of education
and Advani as Home Minister
in charge of the CBI? Reginald
Maudling resigned as Home
Secretary on 18 July 1972
when British Prime Minister
Edward Heath announced that
the Director of grmmmem
Public  Prosecu- [ |
tions had asked the
police to probe the (¢
affairs of John Pou- |
lson, a wealthy ar
chitect with whom
Maudling had had
a close business |
. relationship a few |
years earlier. He
returned to office
later. Why does
Advani not follow
* his own precedent
in the hawala case?
The NDA did not
explain why the
.. PM spoke as he did
, on 6 and 7 Decem-
" ber but recalled his
“anguish”  eight
' years ago. “Most
" unfortunate” was
the favourite ex- y
. pression of apologists of aggre-
gsion during the cold war. Why
not call it “a crime”, as SS
Bhandari did? Since the past
has been recalled, let it speak
for itself. It explains the
present.

BJP°’S AGENDA
*On 17 December 1992 Vaj-
payee told the Lok Sabha: “The
top rank leaders of BJP, RSS
and VHP had been trying to
prevent kar sevaks there (from
demolishing the mosque)”.
Organiser of 7 May 1995
carried his admission and

justification of the act: “But we,

did pull down the structure in
Ayodhya. In fact it was a
reaction to the Muslim vote
bank... Now I think the Hindu
society has been regenerated,
which was the task of the RSS.
Earlier Hindus used to bend
before an invasion but not now.
This change in Hindu society is
worthy of welcome.” He
explained, two days later, that
he meant that “the Hindus
pulled down the structure, not
the RSS workers”. Jaswant
Singh made a similar admis-
sion in a press interview on 11
June 1996. “The BJP was one
of the participants, the BJP has
direct responsibility.”

On 12 December 1992 Vajpay-
ee told IANS: “We are trying to

. findout who masterminded the
; wiole thing, if there was any
gency or group. We are trying
to ascertain the facts and see
that such things are not re-
. peated.” The CBI and two
" courts did just that. Why does
. he not ask his colleagues to
" resign and face trial before a
Sessions Judge?

To Vajpayee, construction of a
 Ram temple at Ayodhya was
" necessary “to save the honour

of the Hindu community” (12
- May 1991). Yet, he offered to
“freeze it, with two other
' issues, on 28 May 1996 to save
© his short-lived government and
. did so again in 1998 and in
1999 to form one. Sushma
Swaraj gave the game away, in
Bhopal on 14 April 2000, when
she admitted that the temple
/{ﬁovement was “purely political
/n nature and had nothing to do
with religion”.

It is this movement, which
exacted a heavy toll of lives and
spread communal hate, whose
resurgence the PM is trying to

By 'AG NOORANI

deal with in the worst possible
manner — appeasement. At
New York, on 9 September this
year, he said, in reply to a
pointed question of Swamy
Satyanand “when would a Ram
temple be built in Ayodhya?”
that “if the electorate gives us a
clear two-thirds majority, we
will build the India of our
dreams. There is no doubt
about it”. It is another matter
that even a unanimous vote of
Parliament cannot by-pass

court proceedings.

Two days later, the VHP an-
nounced its plan to go construct
the temple. On 14 October the
RSS’s chief orgapiser, Suresh
Rao Ketkar said: “The people of
this country want a grand
temple to be constructed ... Any

dJ) did so implicitly. Section -
4(3) of the Ayodhya Acquisition .,
Act was struck down precisely '
because it aborted a litigation
between two sides of different
communities. A Prime Minister
who characterises the demand.
of the one, the majority, as
“nationalist”, violates his oath
of office which binds him to .
hold the scales evenly, the
factual falsehood apart. A
fortiori when he commits
himself to completion of that
communal project. His second
assertion that the three
ministers were
there “to protect it
and not to de-
molish it” is mani-
festly untrue. It is
in any case a mat-
ter for the sessions
court, not him, to
decide. What he is
bound, in all pro-
priety, is to remove
them till the court,
which has framed

vers its verdict.
Evidently, Vajpay-
ee shares their ap-

verdict.

The next day (7
December), Vajpa-
yee again approxi-
mated a communal
demand as a na-
tional one, with
equal deliberation. He said:

the charges, deli- -

prehensions of its

“The entire country wants the

temple. The Muslims do not
oppose it. The issue is how to
make it and where.” The VHP

instantly welcomed his re- .

marks and revealed that 5,000
cubic feet of completed stone-

Government opposing it~ will—work had been despatched to

face the ire of the people when
elections come.” Clearly, the
RSS had had enough of the soft
line. It did not owe the BJP a
living. It is the BJP which
depends on the RSS cadre
without whose support it would
face a debacle at the polls, as it

did in 1984. The RSS calcula-

tedly supported the NDA. As
its former chief Rajendra Singh
said during the 1998 elections:
“A Central Government with a
positive outlook would remove

many hurdles in our way: Fhig=ebuilt on' thebagis of

would benefit the country. ingrsentiment®ug: xmsis:

general and the Hindu society
in particular” (Organiser; 22
February 1998). The RSS’s
mandir outfit, the VHP, an-
nounced, on 3 October at Agra,
that its apex bedy, the Dharam
Sansad, would meet in Allaha-
bad on 18-19 January to take a
decision on the date for cons-
truction of the temple. Eighty
of 100-0dd pillars are ready. Its
executive met in Goa on 18-19
October. Time was running out.

CALCULATED

On 1 December, Vajpayee
hosted a dinner for the top
brass of the RSS — the presi-
dent K Sudershan, general
secretary Mohan Bhagwat, two
joint -secretaries, former and
present BJP presidents, Kush-
abhau Thakre and Bangaru
Laxman, and Advani. Vajpay-
ee’s statement on 6 December
was made against this back-
ground quite calculatedly. “The
project for constructing a Ram
temple in Ayodhya was the
expression of nationalist feel-
ings. The work has not yet been
completed.” This was said after
the Lok Sabha had been ad-
journed for the third consecu-
tive day on the issue. The
Supreme Court has unani-
mously rejected the view that it
was a “nationalist” project. Two
judges (AM Ahmadi and SP
Bharuchi JJ) did so explicitly
citing the prior existence of the
demolished Babari Masjid. The
others (MN Venkatachaliah
CJ, and JS Verma and GN Ray

Ayodhya on lorries the day
before. It is unlikely that
Vajpayee was unaware of that.

IMMORAL

In Parliament, on 13 Decem-

ber, Vajpayee reiterated, for .

the third time, deliberately, his
formulation of 6 and 7 Decem-
ber — construction of a Ram
temple at Ayodhya
“connected with national senti-
ment. How can you take ex-
ception to it? Can't a temple be
wnational

It is unnecessary to discuss
the pathetically disingenuous

was .

parallels he drew with the Dar- -
gah at Ajmer and the Golden °
Temple at Amritsar since Vaj-
payee himself said on 6 April |

1989: “Hindus were the rightful
claimants of the site”. He added
that he spoke not as a BJP
leader, but as an RSS Swayam-
sevak and Hindu. The Prime
Minister’s denial in the Rajya
Sabha on 19 December that he
asked for the rebuilding of a
temple at the site of the demo-
lished mosque is belied by the
Iftar statement on 7 December
“the temple should be built at
the site and the mosque can be
built elsewhere”. It is insulting
that Muslims are prepared tc
accept such a humiliating pro
posal. It is no concession tha
he now agrees to ahide by :
court order for the Suprem
Court ruling completely bars :
legislative solution which th
BJP had favoured all along.
Read all this with his 1995
acknowledgement of the cul-
prits of the demolition and his
assertion in the Lok Sabha on
17 December 1992: “Ram tem-
ple will not be constructed by
foul or unfair means. [If Ram
temple is constructed it would
be constructed on the basis of
moral strength.” And it is
immoral to construct a temple
in honour of Shri Ramachandra
on the ruins of the 500-year-old
Babari Masjid demolished by
the Sangh parivar’s men. ‘
(Concluded),,



Moral An

RIME Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee damag-

ed his credibility, want
Zonly and irreparably, by his
statements on Ayodhya on #, 7
and 14 December. The NDA’s
statement on 10 December did
not explain why he said as he
did on the first two occasions
but recalled his “anguish” on
' the demolition of the Babari
Mosque at Ayodhya on 6 Dec-
ember 1992, endorsed his new
doctrine of ministers’ account-
ability and capped it with an
assertion which is recklessly
wrong: “in the liti-
gation over the title of
the dispute of land in
Ayodhya ... the NDA
government is duty-
bound to accept and
implement the deci-
sion of the Supreme
Court which is
presently seized of the
matter.” It is shocking
that the PM, eight
Union ministers and
three CMs  were
ignorant of the fact
that this case, which
they say “is at the
centre of the long-
standing controversy”
has been before the
Special Bench (Ayod-
hya) of the Allahabad
High Court at Lucknow, com-
prising dJustices DK Trivedi,
Syed Rafat Alam and JC Mish-
ra, for the last seven years. It
was transferred from the court
of the District Judge, Faizabad.

STILL PENDING

On 7 January 1993 the Presi-
dent promulgated the Acqui-
sition of Certain Area at Ayod-
hya Ordinance, 1993 and sim-
ultaneously referred to the
Supreme Court for its advisory
opinion the question “Whether
a Hindu temple or any Hindu
religious structure existed
prior to the construction of the
Ram Janma Bhumi-Babari
Masjid ... in the area on which
the site stood.” The Ordinance,
later replaced by an Act of
Parliament, vested the entire
area in the Union and declared
in Section 4(3) that all pending
legal proceedings in respect of
right or title to the property
“shall abate”.

On 24 October 1994 the Sup-
reme Court ruled that Section
4(3) was unconstitutional be-
cause it extinguished “the judi-
cial remedy for resolution of the
dispute amounting to negation
of rule of law”. This, inciden-
tally, would also render un-
constitutional the BJP’s old
proposal to resolve the dispute
“by legislation”. Since Section
4(3) was void, the Court dec-
lined to answer the President’s

+ query (“unnecessary”) and held
that the pending suits “stand
revived”.

There is, however, one legal

. proceeding still pending before
the Supreme Court — the no-
tice for contempt of court it
issued on 4 February 1994
against LK Advani, Murli
Manohar Joshi, and others.

The author is a lawyer and
commentator on current
affairs.

& THE MOSQUE-|

nstitutional Aspects

By AG NOORANI

Sadly, nothing has been done
about it. Apart from the civil
suit on title to the land, on
which the demolished mosque
stood, there are criminal pro-
ceedings against these two,
now Union Ministers for Home
and HRD, respectively; Uma
Bharati, also a Union Minister;
Bal Thackeray and a host of
RSS and VHP leaders. The CBI
filed a chargesheet on 5 Octo-
ber 1993 after examining some
850 witnesses, 700 documents,

CDEBARRATA ., .

Advani’s role in rich detail: “it
is concluded that in the present
case a criminal conspiracy tc
demolish the disputed struc-
ture of Ram Janam Bhoomi/
Babari masjid was hatched by
the accused persons in the
beginning of 1990 and was
completed on 6 December 1992+
Shri Lal Krishan Advani and
others hatched the criminal
conspiracy to demolish the
disputed premises.”

The Judge found that “On 5

December 1992 a secret
meeting was held at the
house of Sh Vlnay

han Advani, Pawar
Kumar Pandey, etc
wherein a final deci-
| sion to demolish the
disputed structure was
taken...

“Leaders on the
| podium were dis-
tributing sweets on the
wrecking of the Tomb.
At 2.30 pm Ashok
Singhal and Advani
asked the Kar Sewaks
. to block the main road
so that the Central
forces are not allowed :
to reach the spot. Par-
mhans Ram Chander

100 articles, video cassettes,
photographs and media re-
ports. Reputed national dailies
reported LK Advani asking the
mob to seal off the roads to
prevent the CRPF from coming
while the demolition was on. A
photograph showed Uma Bhar-
ati, arms flung around MM
Joshi. Both beamed in ecstasy.
Now the PM says that all three
were there to “protect” the
mosque.

The chargesheet was followed
by two judicial orders which
found that prima facie case of
conspiracy to commit grave
offences did exist against the
three ministers and their co-
accused. On 27 August 1994,
the Special Judicial Magis-
trate, Mahipal Sirohi, com-
mitted all the 40 accused to
trial in the Sessions Court
because “an offence is prima
facie disclosed”.

RICH DETAIL

Thereafter, the Additional
Sessions Judge (Ayodhya)
Lucknow, Jagdish Prasad Sri-
vastava, framed on 9 Septem-
ber 1977, charges against the
accused, the three ministers
included, as a prima facie case
existed warranting a full trial.
However, Section 228(2) of the
CrPC says that where the Ses-
sions Judge “frames any charge
... the charge shall be read and
explained to the accused, and
the accused shall be asked whe-
ther he pleads guilty of the
offence charged or claims to be
tried”. Hence, the Judge’s
direction to the accused “to be
present in the Court on 17
October 1997”. But they re-
peatedly absented themselves
and filed revision applications
in the High Court, thus aver-
ting the opening of the trial for
three whole years on charges
framed by a Sessions Judge.

His 61-page order records

Dass asked the Kar

Sewaks to take advantage of
the opportunity and asked

them to demolish. the wall of

disputed structure so that

Tomb comes down on its own.

While the structure was being

pulled down, Sh Kalyan Singh
talked to Advani on telephone
at Ram Janam Bhoomi

Ayodhya and Sh Advani asked

Sh Kalyan Singh to delay his

resignation.”

DOCTRINE

Para 50 toncludes:  “Prima
Facie offerce under Section
147/135-A/135-B/295/295-
A/505 read with Section 149
IPC is mad¢ out against accus-
ed persons Sh Lal Krishan
Advani”, MM dJoshi, Uma
Bharati ard others. Para 59
reads: “I fiad a prima facie case
to charge' the accused “and
they are éiarged under the
aforesaid ofences”.

Can ministers against whom
a court of law frames such
charges continue in office? To
dub them as “political offences”
is to grant immunity to Naxa-
lites and militants in Kashmir
and the north-east. The PM
lowered the standards of ac-
countability by propounding
the  doctrine that “no
allegation of corruption or
misuse of office is involved”.
The NDA’s statement endorses
the Vajpayee Doctrine (“an
issue that has no bearing on
their constitutional duties”)
which flouts all precedents in
India and abroad.

A minister who is found in the
company of a Mrs Warren need
not resign; for, the liaison is not
part of his “constitutional
duties”. Cecil Parkinson, a fav-
ourite of Margaret Thatcher,
resigned in 1983 when Sara
Keays, who was expecting his
child, revealed his breach of
faith with her.

(To be conclz}dﬂj



“Sena chief may face case f
g y wc%ment ordered the al&!:)f\Mr’Ihackeraya

By S. Balakrishnan ‘3 (lbo
The Times of India News Servic Qlfy‘

MUMBALI: The Democratic Front government

3 may file a criminal case against
Shiv Sena chief Bal Thackeray
{ for reportedly demanding the
disenfranchisement of Mus-
lims. Minister of state for home
{ Kripashankar Singh told The
| Times of India on Tuesday
{ night that he has “asked the
law and judiciary department
to examine the three-part in-
Bal Thackeray terview of Mr Thackeray by his
party daily, Saamna, which contains the contro-
versial demand”.

He said the government wanted to prepare a
legally foolproof case against Mr Thackeray be-
fore proceeding against him. However, a senior
police official said that the police department
had so far not received any instructions from the
home department. “But we will register a case if
we are directed to do so by the home depart-
ment,” he added.

Another police official added, “When the gov-

few months ago for publishing certain editorials
in Saamna, it had not done its homework prop-
erly, hence the case was thrown out by the Bhoi-
wada magistrate’s court. This time, the govern-
ment wants to be more thorough in its ap-
proach,” he added. ;

Speaking to this newspaper o ay, Mr
Thackeray said, “My statement hds been taken
out of context and distorted by vegted interests.
All T had said was that the so-called secular par-
ties would not bother about Muslims if the lat-
ter’s right to vote is taken away from them. My
aim was to expose these parties which have all
along used Muslims as vote-banks and are not
genuinely concerned about the community. I
had not demanded that Muslims should be dis-
enfranchised.” :

Mr Thackeray alleged that the issue was being
politicised by his rivals. It is learnt that Sena
leader Manohar Joshi, Union minister for heavy
industries, has already clarified Mr Thackeray’s
stand to the central government. However, Mr
Singh has noted that the heading of the first part
of the interview, emblazoned on the front page

views on Mushim voters

of the Sena mouthpiece, had clearly demanded
the disenfranchisement of Muslims. A source in
the home department said Mr Thackeray was
the editor of Saamna and hence could be held
re; sible for the headline.

“It would be ridiculous if action were to be
taken on the basis of the heading,” Mr Thacker-
ay retorted. “I have never come across an in-
stance when action has been initiated on such a
basis. The government should read what I actu-
ally said in the interview and not jump to conclu-

£X)

eray’s interview is an effort to distance his party
ideologically from its ally, the BJP. Mr Thackeray
has criticised the strategy of wooing Muslims
proposed by BJP president Bangaru Laxman.
The Sena had criticised Mr Laxman for trying to
dilute the Hindutva agenda.

In the recent interview to Saamna, while Mr
Thackeray took a sympathetic view of Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee, he was critical of several

decisions taken by the Union government; in-
cluding granting Muslims permissienito offer
‘namaz’ near the Taj Mahal.
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Sujata Anandan
Mumbai, December 17

at it again. The latest round of vitripl
from him: “It is time to disenfrak-
chise all Muslims in the country”.
Thackeray’s advice is part of a long
interview that appears in Seamna,
the Sena mouthpiece.

Former Maharashtra minister and
Islamic scholar Dr Rafiq Zakaria,
laughed heartily when informed
about the “saffron roar”. He said, “I
think Thackeray is losing his bal-
ance. He is trying to whip up a reli-
gious frenzy. Nothing could please
Gen. Musharraf more than what
Thackeray has just said”.

Thackeray’s statements seemed to
be aimed at BJP and what he sees as
the party president’s “appeasement
of Muslims”. The Sena chief also
says it is high time that the memori-
als of carry the line “Hey Babar” in
much the same way that Mahatma
Gandhi’s samadhi at Raj Ghat has

SHIV SENA chief Bal Thackera%és

treat Indian Muslims shabbily.

community is bothered.

3 Hindus aren't cared for in Pakistan. Pakistanis

The Supreme Court banned loudspeakers during
Ganeshotsav, Cowardly Hindus obeyed because
only we are bound by the law. No other

Vajpayee is so “accommodative” because he

doesn't have the numbers in Parliament. He has ¢

no altemnative but to appease the minorities.
.- Memorials of leaders should have Hey Babar written
| _on them. The secularists have ruined this country.

“Hey Ram” on it.

In the interview, Thackeray “for-
gives” Vajpayee for the “appease-
ment trip” he is on because “the PM
is not in control of his Govern-
ment”. For good measure, the Sena
chief observes, “Give us the num-
bers and see what we can do”.

“Thackeray is living in a fool’s par-
adise,” says Dr Ishaq Jamkhanvala,
chairman  of Anjuman-e-Isiam

group of educational institutions in
Maharashtra. “Surely it is not up to
him to decide who should be disen-
franchised. Is he saying this because
he himself has been disenfran-
chised? What makes him think he
has the powers to take away ours?”

Said Samajwadi state unit chief
Abu Asim Azmi: “This man, who
has been disenfranchised, can never
rise above his politics of poison.” /
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o Bill @ t%; dust as MP
NEW DELH| 12 DECEMBER T
OWING TO pressure from 1 S a er us as S
Bthe Opposition, the govern- ‘ [ .
ment on Tuesday decided to f ght f b t
end the week-long deadlock in 1 Or rowme Oln S
Parliament by conceding the :
demand for a Censure Motion on Our Political Bureau Crucial economic and security
the issue of the resignation of NEW DELHI 12 DECEMBER issues remain unaddressed by
three ministers as well as a dis- DESPITE A resolution ham- parliamentarians.
cussion on the Ayodhya issue. mered out between political par- A showpiece legislation
Parliament is now expected to ties to end the standoff in which in normal circumstances,
resume regular proceedings on Parliament, it is unlikely to have would have sailed through both
Wednesday with the Censure any recognisable impact on the Houses, the Bill on power sector
Motion being taken up in the after- legislative process. reforms will now join the grow-
noon after Question Hour. The impasse, however, will ing number of legislation held
The breakthrough came at an accomplish one thing: crucial wup by raucous politicians, since
all-party wmeeting called on v reforms-minded legislations like the government does not want to
Tuesday afternoon by speaker Balayogi: Plain speak the Electricity Bill will go into risk jeopardising this legislation
G.M.C. Balayogi, the fourth on the deep freeze. while political tempers are run-
issue since last week. Leaders of motion will be different — gov- With the Ayodhya discussion  ning high.
various parties agreed to end the ernment managers indicated that : slated to take up the next two In normal circumstances,
logjam with a discussion under the question of a debate thererest- i days of business, Parliament has  this Bill would have got the bless-
Rule 184 in the Lok Sabha. ed on the consent of the leader of | effectively four working days ings of the Congress which has
Though the exact formulation  the house. before it is adjourned sine die on  endorsed sweeping power sector
of the motion was left to the The debate in the Lok Sabbais i the 22nd. This is because Fridays reforms in its latest economic
Speaker, the parties agreed on the  expected to spill over to Thursday : are reserved for private mem- position paper.
broad contours — that it should and culminate in voting, after { bers bills, which leaves only four The problem is approaching
refer to the resignations of the Prime Minister Atal Behari ;| days to debate crucial bills. crisis proportions as MPs spend
three ministers as well as the Vajpayee’s reply. However, judging by the preva- their waking moments in the
Prime Minister’s controversial While the outcome of the i lent mood of the legislators, it is House invading the well and
mﬁ on the Ayodhya issue. motion is expected to be in favour { almost inevitable that politics holding legislative business
owever, it is still unclear of the government, it is the discus- ; will wedge its head into these dis-  hastage to scoring political points
how the issue will be tackled in  sion which will become the focus { cussions too. off each other. It has long ceased
the Rajya Sabha, where the gov- in the next two days. With the opposition parties to matter to any MP, responsible
ernment is in a minority. While For most within the | determined to turn politics intoa or otherwise, that thie nation’s
the, Qpposition claimed that the Opposition ranks, regional consid- : blockade ifist governance, taxpayers fork put’a whopping Rs
discussions will be held in the erations are sure to steer the i Parliament been frozen into  9,42,000 every hour in
Upper house y — though the direction of the debate. ¢ immobiljty for over a week now. Parli t.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 5. Both Houses of
Parliament were adjourned for
the day soon after question hour
as the Opposition, led by the Con-
gress, pursued its demand for the
resignation of the Union Home
Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani, and two
other Ministers charged in the Ba-
bri Masjid demolition case.

The Opposition stepped up the
heat today and unlike on Monday
when it was mainly a Congress af-
fair, today the entire Opposition
joined hands to force the ad-
joarnment. On Monday, the is-

ued was raised in the Lok sabha
as the Upper House was ad-
journed following the death of a
sitting member. But, on Tuesday,
the demand was taken up even in
the Upper House. In fact, there
was more uproar in the Rajya
Sabha as the treasury benches,
led by Mr. S.S. Ahluwalia, tried to
counter the Opposition. While in
the Lok Sabha, the treasury
benches sat back and watched the
Opposition vent its spleen.

In the Rajya Sabha, the issue
was taken up by Mr. Suresh Pa-
chouri (Congress) who demanded

Ayodhya issue rocks

the resignation of thethréecharg-
esheeted ministers. | Soon after
question hour, th¢ Congress
members were on their feet rais-
ing slogans and displaying a pho-
tograph of a BJP Minister at the
demolition site on that fateful De-
cember 6.

The Lok Sabha witnessed up-
roarious scenes but the Congress
and the Samajwadi party in-
dulged in a game of oneupman-
ship in'their bid to take the credit
for raising the issue.

Caught unawares by the Con-
gress on Monday, the Samajwadi
Party (SP) today sought to upstage
it by raising the issue even before
question hour was over, but its
members were soon outnum-
bered and outshouted by the
Congress members who moved
into the well of the House.

With an eye on the minority
votes, particularly in Uttar Pra-
desh, the SP members sought to
equate the Congress with the BJP
blaming it for being equally re-
sponsible for the demolition.
“The demolition took place as a
result of the joint conspiracy of
the BJP and the Congress,” said

iamenf

-—c————————_———-‘
the SP member, Mr. Akhilesh

Singh. But his exertions were
drowned in the Congress sloga-
neering. Unable to get the mem-
bers resume their seats and
sensing the belligerent mood, the
Speaker, Mr. Balayogi, adjourned
the House for the day.

The Congress today made it
clear that it would persist with the
issue tomorrow as well. Briefing
newsmen, the CWC member, Mr.
Ghulam Nabi Azad, said his party
would continue to agitate till the
Ministers resigned and a full- -
fledged discussion took place in
both the Houses. He referred to
the Lucknow court’s observation
that the conspiracy to demolish
the mosque was hatched at the
time of Mr. Advani’s Somnath ‘ya-
tra’. It proved that Mr. Advani was
the “principal conspirator”’. How
can he continue as the Home
Minister, he asked. Mr. Azad also
held Mr. Advani responsible for
the riots that followed the demoli-
tion. “Because of the conspiracy
that he hatched the whole nation
had to pay a huge price,” Mr.
Azad said.

Security for Dec. 6: Page 13
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AKING NEWSPAPER headlines as
an index of the nation’s mood, the
Ayodhya-related  developments
have overshadowed what till the
other day was the national priority, the
Kashmir ceasefire. What other proof is
needed to show that the utterances of the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
on the subject have caused widespread
concern? Parliament has been brought to a
standstill, the confrontation between the
Government and the Opposition has
sharpened and serious misgivings have
been caused among some of the constitu-
ents of the ruling combine. Equally note-
worthy is the jubilation of the BJP cadres,
especially the hardliners and the Sangh
Parivar. Two major questions arise. Why
did the Prime Minister choose to be cate-
gorical on the construction of a temple at
Ayodhya? And what will be its impact on
whatever cohesion there is in the National
Democratic Alliance and the stability of
the Central Government?

One has to squarely reject the view that
Mr. Vajpayee's statements were a slip. This
untenable theory rests on the reputation
acquired by him, of late, of a moderate
who carefully weighs his words while deal-
ing with sensitive matters, especially those
with the potential for a clash between the
agreed programme of the NDA and the
“hidden agenda” of the BJP. e, according
to this view, would not have committed
such indiscretions intentionally. In sup-
port are cited clarifications he issued after
each of the contentious statements.

These assumptions are to be rejected
outright, because of the firm evidence to
the contrary. He acted with due deliber-
ation, with due calculation. There was a set
purpose and a set method. Vast sections of
the BJP rank and file and the rest of the
Sangh Parivar had made no secret of their
unhappiness because of their perception
that the cherished items of their platform
had either been ignored or diluted. Their
restiveness was all too evident on the Gov-
ernment’s economic policies and the tem-
ple issue. Mr. Vajpayee resisted the
“pressures’’ on economic matters, but on
Ayodhya he chose to swim with the cur-
rent. He could not afford to do otherwise,
he concluded. His RSS past helped him
reach this conclusion. The fact that the As-

Deliberate design

By K. K. Katyal

One has to squarely reject the view that Mr. Vajpayee’s
statement on Ayodhya was a slip... He acted with due
deliberation, with due calculation.

sembly poll in Uttar Pradesh is not far off
was also factored in. The party felt — and
Mr. Vajpayee appears to have agreed —
that ambivalence on the temple could
prove costly to it.

What Uttar Pradesh meant to the BJP in
the bid for power not only in the State but
also at the Centre became clear in last
year's general election, when its poor
showing there depressed its all-India tally
— bringing it perilously close to the loss of
its earlicr supremacy. Continuation of that
trend would spell disaster for the party, it
figured. This created an imperative for tak-
ing up issues, that would have an electrify-
ing effect on the electorate. The Ayodhya
temple had always been regarded by it as
one such matter. Iad it not paid rich divi-
dends to the BJP in the past, cspecially in
the wake of the Somnath-to-Ayodhya rath
yatra? Had it not been kept alive all these
years by the VHP and other Parivar outfits?
Mr. Vajpayec had always recognised the
force of this argument but did not follow it
with deeds. He chose to act now.

There was only one problem in reviving
the issue — the constraint imposed by the
NDA minimum programme and the un-
dertaking given by the BJP to put on the
back-burner three issues, that used to ren-
der the party untouchable and used to
come in the way of alliances with others.
The Hindutva (and the temple issue), as is
known, was one of the three, the demand
for a uniform civil code and abrogation of
Article 370 of the Constitution, giving spe-
cial status to Jammu and Kashmir, being
the other two. Mr. Vajpayee made usc of
the Ayodhya demolition anniversary and
the occasion provided by the Opposition
demand for the resignation of three Minis-
ters, Mr. L. K. Advani, Mr. Murli Manohar
Joshi and Ms. Uma Bharti, charge-sheeted
in the Ayodhya case, to bring the issue to
the fore. In doing so, he took a calculated
risk. Obviously, he regarded it managea-
ble.

Mr. Vajpayee rejected the demand for
the resignation of the Ministers. That was

THE HINDU
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understandable. But he went beyond that
— though that was not necessary for the
limited purpose of warding off the Opposi-
tion pressure against his colleagues — and
made substantive points on the temple is-
sue. He could not have been unaware of
the implications of his action, of the mis-
givings that it would create among some of
the coalition partners and the pressures it
would generate in the alliance. Obviously,
he calculated he would be able to deal with
the consequences by a tightrope walk, by a
sophistry that would make a distinction
between the coalition programme, meant
to be followed at the Government level
through collective efforts, and the agendas
of the constituents, meant to be followed
at the party level. He could not but have
taken into account the hole in this la-
boured argument but calculated that the
shared vested interest of the partners to
stay in power would not let them look at it.
Whether or not it works that way means a
lot for the cohesion, if not the survival of
the NDA. The question mark remains de-
spite the “unanimous resolution” on the
subject adopted by the alliance on Sunday.

Another theory that has been doing the
rounds links Mr. Vajpayee’s Ayodhya
statements to his delicate initiative on
Kashmir. The Ramzan ceasefire would
have to be followed by concrete steps to-
wards resolution of the Kashmir problem,
both in its internal and external context,
involving give-and-take, unpalatable even
unacceptable to the non- moderates in the
BJP and the rest of the Sangh Parivar. It
was to neutralise this factor, so goes the
argument, that Mr. Vajpayee sought to
mollify them in advance on an issue with
which they had identified themselves so
closely and which stirred their religious
sentiments so powerfully. This reasoning,
however, does not take into account the
logic (or illogic) of extremism. Having
tasted victory on the temple, the hardcore
sections would only be emboldened into
striking harder postures to forestall any
flexibility on Kashmir. Up to the ceasefire

wp-\")
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stage, there have been no convulsions in
the party or the Parivar.

Mr. Vajpayee’s move on Kashmir, on the
one hand, and his temple-related perform-
ance on the other, projected two sharply
conflicting images and evoked sharply
clashing reactions. In the first case, he was
lauded for his constructive role and found
the nation united behind him (the Shiv Se-
na has to be counted out in serious mat-
ters). In the second case, his image as a
unifier was completely sullied: he found
the country divided because of him, his
moderation was seen as giving way to sec-
tarian extremism. Seldom before so much
was squandered in such a short time.

There is another irony, if one were to
look at this episode from the Vajpayee-ver-
sus-Advani angle. Till recently, the Prime
Minister enjoyed a high rating because of
his acceptability within the country and, of
course, within the ruling alliance. That he
was a “‘mask” for the BJP-Sangh Parivar
ideology did not seem to matter because of
his role as a rallying figure for a coalition.
The various aberrations — the heterogene-
ous elements comprising the NDA, the sig-
nals received by the mad caps of the
Parivar as they embarked on anti-Chris-
tian adventures — were no doubt noted
with alarm but, on balance, he was com-
mended for his role in bringing a sem-
blance of political stability in the country,
after three years of waywardness. As
against that, the Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani, was associated closely with the
RSS agenda and, as such, regarded sectar-
ian, with low acceptability outside the
charmed parivar and its sympathisers.
Was it a coincidence that in the last few
days, Mr. Advani was seen reaching out to
different sections, to promote, as some
felt, his acceptability, with a visit to the
Muslim shrine at Ajmer and his positive
interpretation of the Ramzan ceasefire ini-
tiative, while Mr. Vajpayee’s image was
dented? It may not have been the hand-
iwork of a hidden hand, but the twists and
turns in the two cases have not gone unno-
ticed.

Mr. Advani may not have gained but Mr.
Vajpayee has lost — and so has the NDA.
The task of preserving it will be more ardu-
ous now.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 4. Three days
ahead of the eighth anniversary of
the demolition of the Babri Mas-
jid, Congressmen today demand-
ed the resignation of Union
Ministers, Mr. L. K. Advani, Dr.
Murli Manohar Joshi and Ms.
Uma Bharti, and forced the
Speaker to adjourn the Lok Sabha
for the day.

Raising the issue, Mr. Jaipal
Reddy said that since the Minis-
ters were chargesheeted by the
CBI ‘“they should resign on
grounds of impropriety”’. The
Congress benches maintained
that the Government itself had set
a precedent, getting Mr. Hiren
Pathak to resign from minister-
ship after he had been charged by
a lower court in Gujarat.

The Congress appeared deter-
mined to press ahead with the is-

Advani, .IOShI must quit*

C'\/\ Vo

(\Lv\z Guow
sue and even sprang a surprise on

the treasury benches as well as
parties like the Samajwadi Party,
by initially moving a motion un-
der Rule 184, which entails a vote
after the debate.

“I rise more in sadness than in
anger,” Mr. Reddy said and ex-
plained that since the CBI had
chargesheeted the Ministers and
as the designated court had found
them prima facie guilty, their con-
tinuance amounted “to a consti-
tutional impropriety”. Caught
unawares, the treasury benches
responded with Mr. V. K. Malho-
tra first and later the Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister, Mr. Pramod
Mabhajan, joining with the Con-
gress MP. Both the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. A B. Vajpayee, and Mr. L.
K. Advani, were present but did
not respond.

Mr. Reddy was supported by
the rest of the Congress members
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who were on their legs as th
Speaker tried to dissuade hi
from making a speech. They also
moved into the well and thus
forced an adjournment. When the
House reassembled at 2 p.m,

High alert in U.P.

LUCKNOW, DEC. 4. Police and para-
military forces were put on high
alert in Uttar Pradesh, especially
in Ayodhya, Mathura and Vara-
nasi in view of the anniversary of
the demolition of disputed struc-
ture in Ayodhya on December 6,
official sources said today.

All sensitive districts have been
asked to maintain strict vigil
though there are no specific in-
telligence reports of apprehen-
sion of a breach of the peace, the
Principal Secretary (Home), Mr.
Hemendra Kumar, said.— UNI

}t €y again trooped into the well
chanting slogans “We want resig-
nations”’, and turned a deaf ear to
requests from the chair to resume |
their seats.

The party made it clear that it
would keep raising the issue until
its members were allowed to
speak in the Lok Sabha. “We will
continue to raise this issue,” said
Mrs. Margaret Alva, spokesperson
of the Congress Parliamentary
Party. She accused the three Min-
isters of trying to use their leave of
absence from the court to prevent
its framing charges.

Mrs. Alva pointed out that since
the Home Minister himself was
charged, “no investigations will
be completed as long as he re-
mains in charge of the Home
Ministry”. The issue related not '
just to Ayodhya but also to consti-
tutional propriety, and the Con-
gress could not afford to remain

silent, she sald/
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ONCE Jyoti Basu and Bangaru n have found a
i subject on which they can agree. In almost kdentical responses
‘to Mamata Banerjee’s demand for job\reservations for
Muslims, the Left Front chairman and the
voiced their summary rejection of the idea.
blamed for, apart from any doubts that they may have on for-
ever expanding the system of quotas, few can fail to see the
political motivation behind Ms Banerjee’s suggestion. Aware
that for all her combative style, her one-person party may not
fare as well as she expects in next year’s Assembly elections in
West Bengal, the Trinamool Congress has obviously decided to
play the Muslim card. There are two reasons for it. One is that
she can hardly afford to ignore a section accounting for one-
fourth to one-third of the electorate, according to various esti-
mates, The other is that her proposal will mollify the liberals of
“all communities who frown on her alliance with the BJP.

Ms Banerjee’s ploy is a blatantly cynical one not only because
| her concern is less with Muslim welfare than with the need to
secure votes, but also because she is well aware that there is lit-
tle chance of the suggestion being accepted. Yet, she has made
it because it will enable her to go to the Muslim localities and
say that she tried her best. It is this kind of reckless populism
which is becoming a major feature of her politics. Whether she
is against the petrol price hike or for affirmative action, she has
little concern for the negative impact on either the economy or
the social scene. All that she is bothered about is getting votes.
To that end, she is said to be even driving the railway officials
to despair with her proposals for investments in West Bengal
which she hopes will earn her brownie points in the state,

What Ms Banerjee is demonstrating beyond doubt is that a
sense of responsibility is not her strong point. She is not even a
reliable partner, as the BIP is realising with each passing day.
There is little doubt that her latest move on quotas will dis-

?dW“

within the alliance reach breaking point as the polls draw near,
an anti-Left mahajor may still take shape in West Bengal. But it
will not b; of a kind which will please the BIP.
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please the BIP although the party may not show it. If the strains '
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By Our Staff Reporter \/\0

NEW DELHI, NOV. 14. Tension ran
high in the vicinity of the Qutb
Minar here on Tuesday after a
large number of Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) and Bajrang Dal
activists gathered to perform a
“yajna” inside the complex.

However, a potentially volatile
situation was defused by the local

“v‘yajna’ in

ing some leaders of
groups were picked up ad book-
ed under Section 65 of the Delhi
Police Act, which deals yith de-
taining people who caude a law
and order situation. Among those
arrested were Mr. Ram Krishna
Gaur, Mr. Ajay Devgun and Ma-
hant Nawal Kishore Das. They
were let off with a warning in the

VHP bid to perform
utb foiled
police. Nearly SOQper\ 0 1uud/fﬁg:n, a senior police officer

said.

Later, VHP members alleged
that the police used force while
making the arrests. The police-
men had resorted to a lathicharge
to disperse those gathered for the

_ “yajna”, they alleged. Senior po-

lice officers denied the allegations
and said the situation never went
out of hand.

In the evening, the All-India
Muslim Maijlis-e- Mushawarat is-
sued a statement condemning the
incident and alleging that the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India (AS])
had given permission for per-
formance of the ‘“yajna” inside
the complex.

The president of the associ-
ation, Syed Sahabuddin, said the
incident constituted both a sacri-
lege and violation of the law of the
land.

Sequence of events

A few days ago some activists
of the VHP and the Bajrang Dal
met senior police officers to seek
permission for performing “‘puja”
to a Ganesh idol, installed within
the complex and long neglected.

The police did not give them
permission for, the complex fell
under ASI jurisdiction. Senior ASI
officials also denied them permis-
sion. The activists by then had de-
cided to go ahead with their plan.

The police, however, got wind
of their plans. So even before
about 130 activists gathered with-
in the complex this morning, a
Jarge number of policemen had
been present there. The arrests
followed soon after.

e police officer denied that
cople were allowed to offer
prayers in a mosque within the

complex. It was a site megnt only
for tourists, he said.

THE HINDUO



A Swadeshi church is a Christian idea

S GURUMURTHY joins the debate on Yo

‘Swadeshi churches’ triggered off“by‘%

RSS chief K Sudarshan

LL hell broke loose

over RSS Chief K.S.
Sudarshan’s statement

: hat members of the
Christian establishment should
become independent of foreign
control. He had merely suggested

the formation of a Swadeshiora ’

niatiofal church, and all he had in
tendedwasadebate. :
Is the suggestion for a
Swadeshi church anti-Christian or
against Christian evolution or his-
tory? A study of Christianity es-
tablishes that the idea of a na-
tional church is entitely a
Chtistian idea, not metely that of
theR88 or Sudarshan.
* . The idea of national churches
yendent of Roman Catholic
contrel was the product of the
Protestant Reform movement
and the consequent birth of na-
tion-states in Europe. The Refor-
mation which began in 1517 set

offaserious erosion in the author- -

“ity of the Pope, who was originally
-only the Bishop of Rome. The
transnational papacy was a later
evolution. .

“give up Roman Catholicism in
1688-89, he was dethroned and
replaced by his Protestant son-in-
law, William Orange. In 1594-97,

-t Richard Hooker, aleading figure
¥ . of the Church of England, au-

‘

i L bz g 3
,Swadahichumhesarethennemtheanﬁsﬁanwmt,notexeepﬁons

Parliament, -renounced ~Papal

control and created the Church of .

England, separate and indepen-
dent of Rome’s control. His logic
was, if one English king could
cede the control of English Chris-
tianity to the Pope in AD 664, an-

.other king (i.e. himself) could

. 'The Roman Catholic church take it back. Yet even after the
of today was first known as the  separation, Henry VII and the
Westetn Church, the other being ~ Church of England continued to
the Eastern. The Reformationre-  be Catholictill 1563., .
sultediin the division of the West- The separation of other Euro-

..emm ¢hurch into g pean Churches
the,  Roman EXPRESS into Swadeshi
Catholic Church ’ L B % churches  was
and.-the 7Re- p , more complex.
formed - F U S “Nevertheless”,
" Churchgs. The' ' \? as the Ency-
- ultithate result clopaedia of Poli-

in the chain of
this division was, -

. the :formation of national
hurches n Europe and the evo-
Yution of independent churches in
Afri¢aand elsewhere.
_~ -The first national church was
established in England in 1533.
Henry. VIIL, King of England,
sought thie Pope’s permission to

" divoree his first wife (Who he be-

' lieved was incapable of bearing-a
e heir) and to marry another.

- “The Pope refused. Henry VIIL
with the consent of the British

utledge Lon-
don 2 vols) says?“the-géfieral pat-
tern became, clea: a ruler would
decide which competing set of ide-
ologies b follow: and that would
becomé the religion of his people.
Tlafor'mu_la..was adopted in 1555
at¥¥gsburg,” This is how, says the

“ OPINION x}”m Region

ncyclopaedia, “nation-states were/

bom”. .
Later, says the encyclopaedia,
“Even the nation-state came to
supersede  the ruler”. For .in-
stance, when James refused to

[

- thoréd the Book Laws of Ecclesi-

astical Polity in which natural law,
rather than Biblical scriptures,

was accepted as the ultimate .

source of-authority. In the 17th

century, the Church of England .

came to be popularly known. as
Anglican, headed by the Crown.
1 ikewise, Scotland also has a na-
tional church.

The process of formation of
nation-states, which was almost
co-terminus with the formation of
pational churches, was. acceler-
ated by the translation of the
Bible from Latin into English,
German and other languages. In
most” Protestant nations, the
Church became a state appdratus
or acreature of national laws.

If this was the position in
Protestagt nations, even in the
Catholic Religion, agreements
called “Concordats™were signed

. between the Roman Catholic

Church and nations like France
(in 1905), Italy (in 1894), Spain (in
1978), which, the encyclopaedia

says, “catne close to formation of

state churches™; Under the Con-

campeindependént of the Vatican.

state churches into established
churches”. -

The evangelical -~ Lutheran
Church of Denmark is the recog-
nised official church of Denmark
and managed by the Government.
In Norway too, it is the official
church of Norway and is managed

. under Norwegian law. The head

of the Lutheran Church of Swe-
den, managed under the Swedish

" law, is the Swedish king. All of

them are independent of the con-
ttol or of influence of any other
transborder churches. Swadeshi
churches are thus the rule in the
Christian west, not exceptions.
Even in Africa, the spread of
Christianity was through what was
known as African Independent
Churches (AICs). This move-
ment of what is now thousands of
churches was founded by black
Africans. It dates back to 18th
century when a young black
woman, Kimpa Vita, resisted the
Portuguese rule in Congo by pro-
claiming a “Black Christ” and a
‘Utopian African Kingdom’ (en-
cyclopaedia). In 1706, the Por-
‘tuguese rulers burped her as a
heretic. N
Later, this took the shape of
Ethiopian Church Movement.
This subsequently expanded into
the  African © Independent
Churches. Says the encyclopae-
dia, “AICs originate in either Pre-
Christian or Christian move-
ments and represent a reversion
to traditional African religion in
the face of intensive influence
from the West. The AICs com-
prise the ‘Ethiopian’, ‘the spirit’
and ‘Messianic’ churches — each
of them distinctly African. The
African Independent Church is
the ‘indigenised’ African Church.
Thus both the ‘enlightened’ West
and the ‘not-so enlightened”
Africans have established their
own national churches. In this cat-
egory falls the Russian Orthodox
Church, which is the national
church of Russia.
. I small nations whose the
Christian population is in lakhs

+ *4rid millions can set up their own

cordats, the nationial churches be- .

in modern times, the ency--
clopaedia says, “The general tén-"

(dercy is to change the status of

<

Swadeshi churches, why can’t the
Indian Christiah establishment —

which hasa fpllowing of over 20
'trﬁﬂion—m&deaofa

‘Swadeshi church? ;:
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NHP paves path
of temple thorns

for Vajpayee y

Q. M\M\N

FROM KAY BENEDICT ’/\

New Delhi, Oct. 22: The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad today welcomed
Atal Behari Vajpayee back to the
capital by announcing a series
of Hindutva programmes, includ-
ing the construction of the Ram
temple in Ayodhya.

Hardening its stand on the day
the Prime Minister landed here
after a 12-day stay in Breach
Candy, the VHP said that if the
ruling BJP wanted votes, “the

mandir should be built”.
VHP working president
Acharya Giriraj Kishore,

however, denied that construction
dates were being reworked
keeping in mind the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections.

Asked if the BJP’s allies in
government would agree to the
temple, he snapped: “Don’t they
want votes?”

Kishore cited the Shah
Bano case when asked what he
would do if Supreme Court
negated the proposal. “If the
government can subvert Supreme
Court’s judgment in the Shah
Bano case, it can do so in this case
as well.”

He reiterated the VHP
stand that the apex court had no
locus standi to decide the issue.
Public opinion would force the
government to convince the court
to rule in favour of the temple,
he said.

The VHP has : decided to
take up ina big . the ban on

cow slaughter an:' xport of beef,
a stop on the construction of

Tehri dam and(%ﬁe ged anti--
India activities of Christian mis-
sionaries in Tripura. |

It claimed it had ‘discussed
Tehri with L K. Advani, whohad
agreed on a “scientific reassess-
ment” to decide if the hydrog-elec-
tric project would destroy the
river’s purity. S

As part of its drive to whip up
public support for the temple, the
VHP will organise yatras in three
lakh villages.

In the first phase, activists will
fan out in the country, setting
up Ram sankeertan mandals and
collecting signatures in favour of
the temple. In the second, a couple
of senior religious leaders will
tour the country to “educatel the
people.

Kishore also announced
setting up of a temple construc-
tion committee, a sub-committee
to mobilise public opinion and a

_mass awareness campaign “to

force the government to allow the
work (to proceed) unhindered”.
He said a date to begin work
would be decided by a dharma
sansad at the Allahabad ma-
hakumbh in January.

The construction committee is
headed by Mahant Ramchandra
Das, chief of the Ramjanmabhoo-
mi Trust. The sub-committee is
led by BJP Rajya Sabha MP
Swami Chinmayananda.

The awareness campaign,
to be launched after Kumbh

mela, will be on lines of the Ram

shila pujan (brick worship),
which eventually led to the Babri

masjid demolition. /
e
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Swayamsevak Sanghi (RSS) today
issued a veiled threat to the BJP-
led NDA coalition saying any
Government opposing the con-
struction of Ram. temple at the
disputed site in Ayodhya will have
to face its “‘consequences’’.

The Sangh Parivar outfit criti-
cised the BJP “as a political party”
for diluting its stand on issues
such as the Ram temple construc-
tion and Article 370 “which
brought it to power.” .

“The people of thig country
want a grand temple to be con-
structed at the place of Lord
Ram’s birth. Any Government op-
posing it will face the ire of the
people when the elections come,
like Mulayam Singh Yadav faced
after the firing on kar sevaks in
1990,” the RSS chief organiser,
Mr. Suresh Rao Ketkar, told PTI in
an interview here.

Conceding that it was ‘not
practical” to build the temple
without the Government’s con-
sent, he said the RSS would build
social pressure to facilitate its
construction.

He said that of all the political
parties, the BJP was “closest to
the RSS ideology” and that the
RSS understood the party’s ““coa-

e

issue

litibn compu?ziogs(". He said the’

organisation would abide by the
Supreme Court decision on the
matter but expressed confid- ce
that “the court will decide i pur
favour based on the country’ | l-
ture and traditions.” ’

Asked what if the court verdict
went against the temple construc-
tion, he said “it is a hypothetical
question. We will cross the river
when we come to it.” .

The RSS, he said, would strive
to counter it§ image as “Gandhi’s
killers” and project its service as-
pect among the masses through a
‘Jan Jagran Abhiyan’ (door-to-
door contact programme).

Seeks to shed image

The RSS sought to shed the
“fundamentalist Hindu outfit”
saying that it was engaged in the
holistic development of the socie-
ty through over 25,000 communi-
ty projects across the country.

Mr. Suresh Joshi, in-charge of
RSS' social service activities, told
presspersons here today that “the
development of any nation is
strongly linked with the develop-
ment of the individuals it is made
up of.”

S han’s appeal to
hristians: Page 11

11 massacred
in Bihar
By K. Balchand

SIWAN, OCT. 14. Eleven members ol
a Yadav family, including a minor
girl,,were gunned down in their
sleep outside their house in vil-
lage Mujahid, under Siwan Muf-
fasil police station of the district,
in the wee hours today in an in-
tense battle over the control of a
local math.Armed marauders,
numbering over 20, swooped
down on the tola (hamlet) be-
longing to a Yadav family of four
brothers at abomt 2 a.m. killing all

‘the four. The others killed were

their sons, grandsons and a
daughter. One of the injured has
been hospitalised.

The bodies were cremated late
in the evening after the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) president, Mr.
Laloo Prasad Yadav, arrived and
assured them protection and
sanction of gun licenses if they
desired to possess arms.

The Chief Minister, Ms. Rabri
Devi, announced compensation
of Rs. 1.3 lakhs and employment
to the kin of the deceased.This
was the third massacre in as many
days in the vicinity giving the turn
of events the colour of a Yadav-
Muslim confrontation. Today’s
carnage was said to be in retal-
iation of the murder of two Mus-
lims yesterday at Chanaur

Picture: Page 7
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LS/udarshan under:
fire for Chin

L
church mode

FROM OUR SPECIAL §.{\
CORRESPONDE] \J
New Delhi, Oct. 11: Major chu-
rch groups in the country today
rejected outright the concept of
“swadeshi churches” propounded
by RSS chief K.S. Sudarshan, say-
ing government-sanctioned chur-
ches would be a flagrant violation
of the Constitution.

“We totally and unequivocally
reject any concept of a governme-
nt-sanctioned church or churches
in India. This would be a flagrant
violation of the Constitution. This
will also destroy the very concept
of a secular nation envisaged by
those who took part in the free-
dom struggle,” said Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference of India secre-
tary-general Oswald Gracias.

The archbishop said history is
witness to the failure of totalitari-
an regimes in suppressing or con-
trolling people’s faith.

“To give the example of China
in creating a Chinese-type church
and kicking out others” is a slur
on our country’s democratic
polity and cultural pluralism, he
said. )

According to Gracias, faith
was universal and not restricted
by geographic or political bound-
aries. Nor was it bound by race,
ethnicity or language. It was be-
cause of this all major religions
like Hinduism, Christianity,
Islam and Buddhism had spread
all over the globe.

“In calling upon the govern-
ment to involve itself in an ‘Indian
Church’ and ‘send home’ all those
he does not consider to be Indians,
Sudarshan has challenged not
only the constitutional guarantee
of freedom of faith, but sought to
interfere directly in the internal

“structures of several religions, in-
cluding Christianity,” the arch-
bishop said in a statement.

He added that Christianity in
India was 20 centuries old and no

0

one had the rightto question the
patriotism of Indian Christians.
Gracias also warned that remarks
like this, repeated over a period of
time, could threaten peace and na-
tional solidarity.

The National Council of
Churches in India also criticised
Sudarshan, saying that its 13
million members were “staunch
Indian citizens and true nation-
als” and there were no foreign
churches or missionaries affiliat-
edtoit.

In a joint statement issued
from Nagpur, the council’s presi-
dent, Bishop Vinod Peter, and
general secretary Ipe Joseph said:
“NCCI is an apex organisation of
29 member churches of non-
Catholics with 11 regional coun-
cils, 14 all-India organisations and
7 related agencies, none of which
is headed by a foreigner.”

“Indian churches have contr-
ibuted to nation-building through
their services in the field of educa-
tion, health, tribal and Dalit
empowerment, gender justice,
child rights, ecological justice,
human rights, poverty eradica-
tion and empowerment of the
marginalised in society,” the
council said.

But even as church leaders re-
acted with indignation, BJP presi-
dent Bangaru Laxman assured US
ambassador to India Richard Ce-
leste that the government was
committed to upholding religious
freedom as enshrined in the Con-
stitution.

He, however, added that the
Centre was watchful of militant
activities of certain Christian
groups which had links with in-
surgent outfits in the Northeast.

Laxman told Celeste, who cal-
led on him today, that the NDA go-
vernment had no problems with
conversion, provided it didn’t in-
volve force or inducement. Kash-
mir, Pakistan and CTBT also fig-
ured in the talks./ /3
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Gopal’s fifth mission
likely tomorrow

Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, OCT. 7. Even as several
unanswered questions persist on
the “escape” of the assistant film
director, Mr. Nagapppa Marada-
gi, 10 days ago from the brigand
Veerappan, the official emissary-
cum- journalist, Mr. R.R. Gopal, is
expected to leave here on his fifth
forest mission tomorrow.

Mr. Gopal, who is apparently
under pressure from the Karnata-
ka Government, is getting ready
to leave for the Sathyamangalam
forest to recommence negotia-
tions with Veerappan on the re-
lease Mr. Rajkumar and two other
hostages. Mr. Gopal, who had in-
dicated willingness to pick up the
thread of talks despite Veerap-
pan’s “anger” at Mr. Maradagi’s
escape, was waiting for a ‘signal’
from the brigand before embark-
ing on his visit.

However, sources in the Tamil
bi-weekly Nakkeeran said that
their editor had not received any
message till this evening. Yet, they
did not rule out Mr. Gopal leaving
tomorrow as the time he reestab-
lished" contact with Veerappan
would hopefully synchronise with
the Supreme Court’s final hearing

in the TADA detenus cases on Oc-
tober 11. Veerappan is demand-
ing the release of 51 TADA
detenus.

Mr. Gopal, on his return from
the fourth mission, claimed that
the release of the hostages had
been “almost been clinched” un-
til Mr. Nagappa’s ‘‘sudden es-
cape” unsettled the brigand. With
the Karnataka Government decid-
ing to continue with the strategy
of negotiations, it has reposed
‘faith’ in the emissary.

Fortunately for Mr. Gopal, an
audio cassette from Veerappan,
which had recently reached the
Tamizhar Desiya Iyakkam leader,
Mr. Pazha. Nedumaran, had no
new demand. The emissary is also
setting much store by the Centre’s
stand in its apex court affidavit
backing Tamil Nadu and Karnata-
ka’s views on the TADA detenus
cases.

Notwithstanding the legal un-
certainties, the Karnataka Chief
Minister, Mr. S.M. Krishna, is
stated to be keen that the mo-
mentum in the hostages release
process be kept up, as his Govern-
ment will also be completing its
first year in office on October 11.

THE HINDU

~Set up swadeshi

o' church: RSS, -

Nﬁ%ﬁ,’ oCcT. 7. The Rashtriya
SwayaNisevak Sangh chief, Mr. K.
C. Sudarshan, today said a major-
ity of the Christians were patriotic
and asked them to disassociate
themselves from the stranglehold
of foreign churches by setting up
a “‘swadeshi church”.

Mr. Sudarshan, addressing an
annual Vijayadashmi gathering
here, launched a scathing attack
on foreign churches and accused
them of hatching a political con-

spiracy to destahijise the natign..
utysre s A
Why are these foreign church-

es allowed to carry on their activ-
ities on our soil,” he asked, and
urged the Christians to set up a
swadeshi church on the lines of
the Syrian Orthodox Church and
the Marthoma Church of Kerala.

Mr. Sudarshan accused the
Baptist Church of playing havoc
in Tripura where, he alleged,
Hindus were driven out and trib-
als harassed in the name of Chris-
tianity. The Sangh was being
projected as anti-Christian and
anti-Islamic in the world, he said,
adding none of the Hindu orga-
nisations was found guilty of
criminal assault on a nun in Jha-

-§ 0C1 20

bua (Madhya Pradesh), or the kill-

ing of an Australian missionary, |

Graham Staines, and his two sons
in Orissa, or the attack on mis-
sionary schools in Agra.

On the contrary, a terrorist out-
fit such as the Deepdar Anjuman
was allegedly behind the bomb
blasts in churches in Andhra Pra-
desh, Karnataka and Goa, he said.

The RSS chief urged the Mus-
lims to keep vigil on the anti-na-
tional activities of Pakistan’s
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI)

“and give information about these

to authorities. He said the ISI was
indulging in bomb blasts, smug-
gling of arms and transporting
RDX in the country. He called for
complete ‘“Indianisation of Is-
lam"” in the country and urged the
Muslims to join the cultural
mainstream.

Mr. Sudarshan said a vast coun-
try like India with the help of oth-
er developing countries can stop
the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) from being a puppet in the
hands of some developed nations.
Warning of an economic invasion
on India, he said the development
of the West was based on exploi-

tation. — UNI, PTI/




NUCLEAR TESTS WERE NECESSARY’

- 1 will always remain a
‘| swayamsevak, says PM

By Malini Parthasarathy

NEW YORK, SEPT. 10, The Prime
Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, ap-
peared to be wading into a sharp
political controversy on Saturday
night by participating in a ban-
quet hosted in honour of several
Hindu religious leaders by,
.among others, the VHP and the

PB1P’s ‘“‘overseas friends’. But
more significant than his pres-
ence was his declaration that he
had come there as a “swayamse-
vak” and that his “right to be a
swayamsevak” could “not be tak-
en away by anyone’'.

Amidst applause, the Prime

Minister observed that while he -

would not always remain Prime
Minister and that there were al-
ways other people for the job, he

would always remain a ‘“‘swayam-
sevak”, alluding obviously to his
association with the RSS. The
gathering which was organised by
prominent Indian-American sup-
porters of the BJP in honour of the
Prime Minister and also the 108
religious .leaders from India who
had come for the U.N. World
Peace Summit, took place on
Staten Island, an hour’'s drive
from Manhattan. Prominent
among those present were several
VHP leaders, including its presi-
dent, Mr. Ashok Singhal. Indicat-
ing that the VHP had no
hesitation in using the occasion
to highlight its own political plat-
form, one VHP leader reiterated
the organisation’s demand for a
Ram temple in Ayodhya. Howev-
er, the Prime Minister made no

JHE HiNDu

reference to this issue in his own
observations.

Mr. Vajpayee, however, made
other symbolic gestures such as
releasing a compact disc on the
Hindu heritage and activating a
website for Indian education. In
the Prime Minister’s presence,

| Christian forum plans
protest: Page 13
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several Hindu religious leaders
argued that Indian children living
abroad should be educated about
India’s cultural heritage and said
that schools ought to be estab-
lished for this purpose.

The Prime Minister, who spoke
without a prepared text and was

¢
£

seated, as has been his practice
during this visit because of his
knee problem, told his audience
that even without a full parlia-
mentary majority, the BJP had
done a lot for the country. If the
electorate gave the BJP a two-
thirds majority, “we will build the
India of our dreams”’, he asserted.

In what might be seen as anoth-
er evocation of one of the valued
symbols of the Hindu nationalist
platform, Mr. Vajpayee defended
the 1998 nuclear tests and said
that these were necessary for In-
dia’s defence. He went further to
say that those who had criticised

India’s nuclear tests no longer !
had doubts about the country’s

intentions but were only con-
cerned that the tests would be
used as a pretext for others to fol-
low suit. The Prime Minister has
been reiterating this idea in all his
interlocutions with the Indian-
American community here — that
the fifty-year Indian historical ex-
perience had yielded the lesson
that the country needed to “be
strong” in order to survive.

The implications of the Prime
Minister’s characterisation of
himself as a ‘“‘swayamsevak” at
the Staten Island function and the
potential of the event to become a
matter of political - controversy
have clearly begun to worry at
least some members of the en-
tourage accompanying the Prime
Minister. It was argued by some
RSS ideologues who are among
the media delegation on this trip
that the word ‘‘swayamsevak”’
ought not to be taken out of con-
text or even to be construed as an
RSS label, but read rather as
meaning “volunteer’”. Whether
that was indeed what the Prime
Minister meant is, of course, an-
other matter.
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spring su’r?)ﬂrise,
tog_B/angaru’s
liné on' Muslims

By Sakina Yusuf Khan

NEW DELHI: It sounds too good
to be true. The voices emanating
from the RSS shakhas leave one
bemused. Instead of finding hawk-
ish cadres holding forth on
Bangaru Laxman’s ‘sellout’ to
Muslims, there are the doves coo-
ing the BIP chief’s line. Their com-
mon refrain: We want to assure
Muslims about our goodwill.

Is this volte-face a well-orches-
trated performance? RSS full-
timer and prachar pramukh
Shrikant Joshi is affronted at
the suggestion. Mr Laxman’s
statement has not come out of the
blue. Way back in 1967, Mr Joshi
recalls, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
had stated, “Musalman hamare
shareer ka ek ang hain, unka
khoon hamara Kkhoon hai”
(Muslims are a part of us. The
same blood runs in our veins). It’s
a continuation of the same policy,
Mr Joshi says, and Muslims should
take it seriously.

The winds of change appear to
be sweeping through the RSS cor-
ridors. What’s behind it all?

Pragmatism, replies
Chandraprakash Sharma, general
secretary, south Delhi shakhas.
The reality, he says, is that the RSS
cannot afford to ignore the 15
crore Muslims, of this country.

Emphasising that the RSS is not
unhappy about Mr Laxman’s
overtures towards Muslims, Mr
Sharma states, “We’ve been delib-
erately projected as hardliners and
anti-Muslim. We want to dispel
this image.”

Mr Joshi goes further, “I would
urge Muslims not to look upon
themselves as minorities.
Ethnically, historically, geographi-
cally, linguistically, they are no dif-
ferent from us. Only our way of
worship is different.”

RSS-Muslims bhai-bhai. Is that,
then, the new RSS credo?

“Bhai to hain hi. Babur ke pahle
yahan kaun Musalman tha, woh to
kisi majburi se musalman ho
gaye” (We are brothers. There
were no Muslims here before
Babur), says swayamsewak
Mukesh Kumar at the RSS
Jhandewalan office.

Behind this realisation lies some
hard-nosed reasoning-—that
Muslims cannot be wished away.

As chartered accountant and
RSS activist Satya Prakash
Agrawal explains, It is important
that the Muslims realise that the
philosophy of Hindutva is based
on cultural Hinduism, not on ways
of worship. And this can be done
only through interaction, he says.
“There is no distinction between
them and us.”

Deshraj Mahajan, advocate and
south Delhi Sanghchalak, blames
vested interests for spreading
canards so that “Muslims suspect
us, fear us, and remain aloof from
us”. He adds, “We won’t allow this
to continue.”

According to Mr Sharma, this
has been the RSS line all along,
and vote-bank politics has nothing
to do with it. The only difference is
that the RSS is becoming more
vocal about it.

On the issue of reservations,
Mr Sharma says, “There’s no
harm in providing reservations for
backward Muslims. It’s  not
appeasement, it’s upliftment of a
brother.”

The final question: Won’t
Ram Mandir spoil this neat equa-
tion? RSS activists have a pat
answer: Why should it? “We'll put
the facts before them. We’ll
explain to them that if three-
fourths of a family agrees on
something, the dissenting one-
fourth should give in.”
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THE BJP’S occasional realisation that a ection of the Indian
people do not repose much faith in the parly is not a new event.
The reason for the sudden interest in Muslims can vary from
time to time, This time, it is the stagnation of the party’s vote,
as noted by its new president, Bangaru Laxman, which has
seemingly made him tell the party to woo the Muslims, He is in
good company, for Mr Laxman’s speech may have reminded
the Prime Minister of what he wrote more than two decades
ago in a newspaper article. In it, Mr Vajpayee, referring to the
fact that “some people genuinely feel apprehensive about the
RSS”, asked: “Why does it not open its doors to Muslims?... A
natural corollary of this process would be clear enunciation by
the RSS that by Hindu Rashtra it means the Indian nation
which includes non-Hindus as equal members.”

If Mr Laxman is genuinely interested in finding out why the
Muslims shun his party, he cannot find a better explanation
than what is provided by Mr Vajpayee. It is the belief, substan-
tiated by Golwalkar’s writings, that the Sangh parivar does not
envisage equal status for non-Hindus in the land of its vision
which keeps the minorities away from his party. In fact, if
Mr Laxman cares to ascertain how the ordinary members of his
party routinely speak about the Muslim ‘invaders’ and their
past atrocities, he will get further evidence of the reasons for
the Muslim alienation. It is also worth noting that while hold-

. f.ing out an olive branch to the Muslims, the BJP chief did not

have a word to say about the Christians, who have recently

- developed the same aversion for his party, and for the same
ireasons, as the Muslims. Is his silence due to the fact that the
' Christians constitute a smaller vote bank — a mere 2.3 per cent

— than the Muslims with their 12 per cent?

‘While Mr Laxman’s focus on the Muslims can be explained by
the BIP’s political needs, his foray into political philosophy
with the call for a convergence of beliefs of Gandhi, Ambedkar
and Hedgewar can only be regarded with a sense of bemuse-
ment. While a similarity of views can be found between Gandhi !
and Ambedkar because of their concern for the underprivi-

leged, to bring Hedgewar into the picture will compound the
' confusion. Gandhi was a true proponent of India as a country

of all communities living together as equals, an ideal which
is not shared by the RSS, as Mr Vajpayee’s article has
pointed out. Given such a fundamental difference, there is
hardly any scope for closing the gap between Gandhi and
Hedgewar, for they are poles apart.
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Reach out and ‘win Muslims

over,

Hi
Nagpur, August 27 %\

EW BJP chief Bangar

Laxman set his agenda fo

the party today, proposing
a dialogue for reworking the BJP’s
ties with the Muslim community.

Making a strong political state-

ment, Laxman said the BJP’s
inability to secure Muslim votes
was one of the chief reasons for
“our-less-than-expected success in
ok Sabha polls”.
ering his inaugural address
" the BJP National Council,
Laxman said the Muslims had cer-
tain misgivings about the BIJP,
which had to be removed for mutu-
al benefit. “We have not made sus-
tained efforts to reach out to
Indian Muslims. We have some-
how taken it for granted that our
party will never receive any signifi-
cant support from them.”
. “Ironically, although Vajpayee is
highly respected and popular
among Indian Muslims, they tend
to keep away from the BJP. We
cannot afford to allow this situa-
tion to continue,” he said.

“If we do so, we shall be hurting
our own future prospects, and
Muslims will continue to be used
as vote banks by our adversaries.”

The BJP president said that
India's partition harmed the inter-
ests of Indian Muslims in many
ways.

“One ;of the important arcas
where hx so was in politics.
Muslim: not been able to play
théir Hlje’ role in the country's
democratic process. Other parties
have uséd them as vote banks to
keep them away from the BJP by
using the bogey of communalism.”

Laxman said the Muslim masses

O-Rhi g o ’f’?
had not benefited trom this pdlitics
and not got their rightful share in
the nation’s development nor had
joined the mainstream to play their
due role in nation building.

Recalling the Chennai
Declaration adopted by the BJP
last year proposing a non-appease-
ment but sincere approach towards
the minorities, he said, “There is

process.

development.

® THERE IS need to work on the basis of conver-
gence of beliefs of Gandhi, B R Ambedkar and RSS
founder K B P Hedgewar. All the three strove for
reforming the Hindu society in the larger, cultural
and civilisational sense of the term “Hindu”.

@ The vast majority of Dalits, adivasis and OBCs are
not even in a position to make use of existing quo-
tas. Therefore, a crash programme is vital to
increase the level of literacy among Dalits, tribals
| and educationally most backward sections.

[ ) The benefits of computer and Internet should reach these communities.
@ Under represented castes should be mobilised to join the political

® The best administrators should be posted for better resuit in key areas
such as health, literacy, education and vocational training.
@ Obligations should be imposed on the prlvate sector for social sector

non-dlscnmmatmg towards all
communities. Besides, the BJP's
record of communal peace and
“their experience of no diminution
of, or threat to religious freedom
under our governments” made a
strong case in its favour.

Laxman wanted the BJP leaders
to draw up a concrete plan to “take
our appeal and our activities to

nothing in our ideology, policies
and programmes for anyone to
surmise that we should not, or can-
not reach out to the Muslims.”

Laxman said he was optimistic of
breaking the ice with the Muslims
because “many of them are thor-
oughly disillusioned with the poli-
tics of minorityism of the parties
they have been supporting for
many years”.

Secondly, he said, the Muslims
had seen for themselves that the
BJP governments at the Centre
and in the States had been fair and

Muslim homes and mohallas”. He
said the party should forcefully
espouse developmental issues con-
cerning common Muslims.

Laxman wanted special steps to
bring more and more dynamic and
respected Muslim activists into the
party and also ensure that more
Muslims figured in the lists of can-
didates for various elections.

“In doing this, we should be guid-
ed by Deendayal Upadhyaya’s
statement in Calicut in 1967 that
Muslims are the flesh of our flesh
and the blood of our blood.”
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BJP chlef tells cadres

Knee-problem
forces PM to
return home

HT Correspondents
New Delhi/Nagpur, August 27

A NAGGING knee problem today
forced Prime Minister Vajpayee to
cut short his stay in Nagpur and
return home. Responding to a
question by mediapersons on his
arrival in New Delhi. Vajpayee said
his two-week-long trip to the
United States, from September 5,
would take place as scheduled.

Vajpayee had reached Nagpur
yesterday for the BJP National
Executive session and the meeting
of the party’s National Council.
But, following aggravation of
arthritic pain in his knee joints, he
had to return home on medical
advice.

In Nagpur this morning.
Vajpayee visited the memorials to
B R Ambedkar and K B
Hedgewar. Later in the day. when
Laxman was addressing the inau-
gural session of the National
Council, Vajpayee complained of
uneasiness and retired to a
makeshift room at the venue.

Doctors who attended on the PM
advised him to rest. But, on the
request of senior leaders, he
returned to the dais. He made a
brief speech, sitting on a chair.

“He had been advised rest after
the Parliament session but he did
not want to miss the BJP National
Council and Bangaru Laxman's
installation as the new party presi-
dent,” a spokesperson said.
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Attacks On

Churches

%ttacklng minorities: Advani

rapt attention except for a few interruptions from the
Congress, SP and Muslim League members.

Mr Advani refused to be provoked when confronted
§ by deputy leader of the Congress Madhavrao Scindia

Lok Sabha of the Centi¢’s commitment to secu- ge

larism and its duty to provide security to all, reli-
gious and linguistic minorities, in particular. “The Centre,
in consultation with the affected states, will take stern
action against all those found guilty in instigating attacks
against Christians,” Mr Advani said, while replying to a
debate on atrocities committed on the linguistic and reli-
gious minorities, here this afternoon.

Sharing concern of the members over what is perceived
as a “feeling of insecurity among Christians,” the Home
Minister, however, chose to apportion blame on agents
working at the behest of India’s enemies. He also identi-
fied Deendar Anjuman as the principal conspirator of
recent series of attacks on churches in Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Goa.

Mr Advani revealed that 35 members of the Anjuman had so far been
arrested in connection with the attacks on churches in Andhra Pradesh
and Karnataka and another 65 identified as part of a pre-planned opera-
tion to instigate disturbances.

Seeking sugport from all political parties in meeting the challenge from
the enemy, the Home Minister recalled that he had perceived a design in
these attacks right from the commencement of such incidents in May.

“Having exposed the conspiracy, the Government is working on its fol-
low up by way of greater co-ordination between the Centre and the States
and also among the affected State Governments”, Mr Advani asserted
while expressing his dismay at the criticism leveled by the members (dur-
ing last night’s debate) against the autonomous institutions such as the
Minority Commission.

The Home Minister, who spoke for over 35 minutes, was heard with

JPUUEIS—

HOME MINISTER L. Advam today assured the

that his speech did not carry any credibility, as he
(Advani) was present during the “criminal destruction
of the Babri Masjid.” He recalled that he had made
his position clear immediately after the incident. He
made a pointed reference to his statement that the
demolition “was the saddest day of my life”.

Underlying the importance of India as a secular
State, the Home Minister opined that it was in tune
with its culture. He quoted extensively from the pro-
ceedings of the Constituent Assembly, Dr Rafiq
Zakaria’s book on Sardar Patel and Government data
to substantiate his argument.

Mr Advani, however, drew a distinction between
secularism as perceived in the West and in India, say-
ing that the term in our country meant respect to all religions and absence
of any kind of discrimination on this count.

Dwelling upon the record of NDA Government’s two-and-a-half-year
rule, the Home Minister stated that there had been quantum fall in the
number of communal incidents and inter-linked killings. He, however,
hastened to add that the Government was conscious of the prevailing
feeling of insecurity among the Christians.

Mr Advani said the BJP-led Government suffered from a few handicaps
such as its image of being against the minorities. “This distorted image
was farther from the reality,” he emphasised while cautioning the mem-
bers against attempts by the vested interests to perpetuate minoritism in
the name of secularism. Opposition MPs PR. Dasmunsi and Santosh
Mohan Dev of the Congress and G.M. Banatwala of the [UML extended
support to the Government’s stance to take stern action against the per-
petrators of violence against the minorities, Christians, in particular.
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ristian leaders have been accused of ‘backing
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K When fringe becomes ceritre .

t’ of a dialogue with the VHP-Bajrang

Dal. What makes the latter a representative of all Hindus, asks DOMINIC EMMANUEL

SURVEY was carried out on the
AHindustan Times Internet edition

which asked respondents to answer
the following question: “Do the VHP-Bajrang
Dal have the right credentials to represent
Hindu opinion in any dialogue with Christian
leaders?” The results showed that a good
52.44 per cent believed that the VHP-Bajrang
Dal did not have the right credentials,

One often looks with suspicion at quantita-
tive surveys such as those conducted every day
by various organisations to measure the
success or failure of 4 product or an idea.
However, even those suspicious of such
surveys concede that these do indicate a
firm trend and markets often use them to
boost their sales. %

The HT poll result raised s 8ic ques-
tions for the larger thinking ‘public. For
instance, were some of the Christian lay
leaders completely off the mark\in raising
questions which the poll atterypted to
answer? Were they being led into a trap?
How did the VHP, which has been throwing
nge to the Prime Minister,
e Court, the Constitution of
d the Government on the question
¢ Ram temple, suddenly become so
ocile to the call of the National
Commission for Minorities?

And how could the Bajrang Dal, which is

running camps for mostly unemployed youth [*

and training them to use guns all over Uttar
Pradesh, show such meek readiness for
dialogue? Did their docility and meekness
have anything to do with the Bajrang Dal
engaging with the National Human Rights
Commission after the vituperative statements
it made about ‘ousting’ Christians from this
country and that Christians were even a
greater threat than Muslims?

How the NCM itself came to believe that the
two sides — the VHP-Bajrang Dal and the
Churches — were equal partners in dialogue
is more than intriguing. The NHRC had not
called upon the Christian leaders and asked
them to explain and/or withdraw their state-
ments against anyone. Was it that the NHRC,
unlike the NCM, was able to distinguish that
among the two parties, one was aggrieved and

PLATFORM

the other the aggressor, hence not equal
partners in dialogue?

The poll results also make a good case that
the respondents were perhaps more percep-
tive than one would initially think. The result
only gives figures in percentages. It does not,
for example, say what led the respondents to
state what they did. What leads to these
responses is the basic question of whether the
current problem of Christian-bashing in the
country is merely a VHP-Christian communi-
ty problem or something larger than that. The
Church leaders have repeatedly emphasised
that they feel safe among the ‘larger Hindu

POPE popE
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B mainly of lay Christians, began to be raised.

society’ but feel unsafe at the hands of fringe,
lunatic fundamentalist groups.

Or does the NCM plan a series of dialogues,
say between VHP-Bajrang Dal and Muslims;
VHP-Bajrang Dal and Sikhs and Buddhists
and so on? Who would arrange a dialogue
between the VHP-Bajrang Dal and Deepa
Mehta, for instance, for burning the sets of
her film Water? Were LK. Advani and Bal
Thackeray the right dialogue partners in the
controversy of India-Pakistan cricket match
series after the pitch was dug up in Delhi? Is
the VHP-Bajrang Dal working under a larger
design to assimilate the Sikhs, Buddhists,
Jains and tribals into one group on the one

hand and isolate the other minorities as
‘enemies of the country’ on the other?

The Christian leaders were blamed by the
VHP-Bajrang Dal combine for ‘backing’
out’ of the dialogue for “fear of being exposed
to truth”.

The Christian leadership did not have to
blow its trumpet about a readiness for dia-
logue as it had already once engaged in such
an exercise with some prominent leaders like
BJP president Kushabhau Thakre, RSS chief
K.S. Sudarshan, VHP general secretary

Narender Modi and a host of othe
This so-called ‘dialogue’, organised Qy sopre
non-resident Indians from the United Stdtes,

took place on December 18, 1998 at the Delhi
office of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of |

India. Sadly, a week after that dialogue,
which culminated in the delegation meeting
Home Minister L.K. Advani, all hell was let
loose in Dangs district of soutfi” Gujara
against Christians,

That the Church leaders alrea
dialogue is evidence enough that they are
open and keen on dialogue. But the fact of
the matter is that the churches were not real-
ly consulted -—— neither about the subject of
dialogue nor about the dates. As it turned
out, hardly any one of the Church leaders
was free for a meeting on July 11,

In the meantime, voices within the Church,

Before giving into the NCM call, they want-
ed the parameters of this dialogue to be clar-

ified. Who was really behind such a move?
Who was or was not consulted? The Church
leaders, for example, came to know about it
only through newspaper reports. Would the
Church leaders be giving legitimacy to some
fundamentalist groups? And indeed, even
before the HT poll results came out, does the
VHP-Bajrang Dal, allegedly behind the
attacks on Christian churches and their insti-
tutions, possess the credentials to speak for
the larger tolerant Hindu community?

It would be certainly interesting to know
the mind of the larger Indian public and
whether as a fation .we are getting more
religiously fundamentalist or moving forward
with modern times.
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NDA meeting postponed after Shiv Sena boycott

Mahajan sen
Mumbai on .

A
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, July 24. — In a
last-minute scramble before
the Maharashtra government
goes ahead with its plan to
arrest Mr Bal Thackeray —
possibly tomorrow — the BJP
today sent Mr Pramod Maha-
jan to Mumbai to attempt a
peace deal between the war-
ring sides.

Earlier, Sena MPs withdrew
from today’s NDA parliamen-
tary party meeting, forcing the
alliance to postpone it. The
BJP, however, insisted the
meeting was postponed as the
Prime Minister had a throat
infection.

Some Maharashtra BJP lead-
ers joined Mr Mahajan in urg-
ing chief minister Mr Vilasrao

1 Deshmukh, and home minister
Mr Chhagan Bhujbal, not to’

give the arrest a green signal.

The brokers of the peace plan
also requested Mr Thackeray
to surrender before the court.

A home ministry official said
security is being beefed up in
Mumbai. The Centre today
despatched three more compa-
nies of central paramilitary
forces to the city.

The entire route from Mr
Thackeray’s house to the Court
of the Magistrate has to be cor-
doned off. Officials said 27 com-
panies of paramilitary forces
had been placed at the disposal
of the Deshmukh government.

A senior NCP leader descri-
bed the situation in Mumbai as
volatile saying “it is changing
every hour”.

The Centre has advised the
state to let Mr Thackeray drive
down to the magistrate’s court
to receive the charge-sheet and
be allowed normal bail to con-
test the case in a court of law.

Mr Ram Jethmalani, who
returned to Delhi today again
said that Mr Thackeray could

yeace mission

not be arrested in the case.
“Still I wonder why Mr Thack-
eray has this fear. Even if the
police goes ahead with its plan
to arrest him on paper it
means nothing,” he said.

But, Shiv Sena leaders con-
tinue to resist any attempt by
the Mumbai Police to arrest
their chief even if it means a
token exercise, sources said.

The state, on its part, is not
going to pull back after issuing
orders to prosecute the Sena

Sensex crash

MUMBAI, July 24. — The
BSE Sensex crashed today as
stock prices fell for the sev-
enth trading session in a row
to close 4,188.34 points a loss
of 275.32 points against
Friday’s level of 4,463.66
points. The steep fall that set
in on 13 July — when Sensex
was at 5,058.90 — culminat-
ed in the massive loss today.
One major reason was the
stand-off between Maharash-
tra’s home minister, Mr
Chhagan Bhujbal, and the
Shiv Sena leader, Mr Bal
Thackeray. — SNS

(Details on page 12)
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chief, senior NCP leaders said.

Earlier in the day, Shiv Sena
MPs met and decided to boy-
cott this evening’s NDA parlia-
mentary meeting. They also
registered their protest with
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee. The
meeting was later put off.

The BJP, however denied that
the Sena boycott had forced the
deferment. Mr Vajpayee’s
throat infection was the rea-
son, it said. Besides, it was not
proper to hold the alliance
meeting after the Lok Sabha
was  adjourned,  party

“told some Sena

ot

spokesman Mr M Venkaiah
Naidu said.

The Shiv Sena was support-
ing the government, he pointed
out. “They were our allies even
before others joined. The issue
would be sorted out,” he said.

The uncertainty clouding the
resignations of the three Shiv
Sena ministers from the

Cabinet will trouble the gov- .

ernment in Parliament tomor-
row. The Prime Minister has
not accepted the resignations,
hoping that the conflict over
the arrest of Mr Thackeray
would blow over.

But the government will have
to clarify in Parliament the sta-
tus of the thre€ ministers.
Though their resignations have
not been accepted, the Sena
MPs are unlikely to discharge
their parliamentary duties
unless Mr Thackeray gives
them the green signal.

The government was saved
the embarrassment today as
the Lok Sabha adjourned after
condolence messages. The
three ministries are function-
ing normally, indicating that
the ministers’ return was a
mere formality.

Mr Mahajan will try to per-
suade the Sena chief to let the
ministers rejoin the ministry.
Mr Thackeray has reportedly

didn’t ask them to resign, so
wouldn't ask them to rejoin. He
is known to be unhappy with
Mr Manohar Joshi and Mr
Suresh Prabhu.

Sena MP, Mr Anant Geete,
said it was unfortunate that
the NDA partners were not
supporting them on the
impending police action
against the Sena chief. Asked if
the party would pull out of the
government on this issue, he
said: “today that situation does
not exist. But such a decision
will be taken by Balasaheb.”
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NGO claith’

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Ahmedabad, July 24: The VHP’s
move to seek recognition as a non-
government organisation has evo-
ked strong protests from various
quarters.

Christian leaders, scholars, fi-
Im-makers and NGOs themselves
are arguing that the Sangh outfit

oes not have the secular or social
credential to be recognised as an
NGO.

° The VHP sought special sta-
tus as a non-government organi-
sation with the UN Economic
and Social Council, describing
itself as a Delhi-based NGO “that
works for the total welfare of hu-
thanity without discrimination,
promotes moral and ethical
education, provides moral aid to
the needy (and) relief to the
poor”.

. Doric Emmanuel, spokesman
for the Delhi archdiocese, has
appealed to the community to
launch a campaign against the
application.“It should be our en-
deavour to oppose the move as
the VHP is primarily responsi-
ble for fanning anti-minority
feelings in the country,” he
said.

Noted Gandhian scholar
Prakash Shah believes the VHP
does not deserve the status as it
is a blatantly communal organi-
sation. So does Father Cedric
Prakash and Father Mangalam,
both social workers, as they feel
the VHP has been trying to di-

vide people by spreading hatred. -
Sukhdev Patel, director of a -

city-based organisation, Gantar,
says the VHP should not be
granted NGO status because of
its controversial character.

Like Gantar, several NGOs
opposed to the VHP application
have decided to send an appeal to
the high commissioner’ of hu-
man rights in Geneva.

Anand Patwardhan, noted

far more infamous for the hatred
they have spread against mino-
rities,” he says.

His words are echoed by Te-
esta Setalvad, director of Khoj,
an educational programme, who
says the VHP is known for “in-
citing hatred against the minori-
ties”.

Natubhai Takkar, editor of
the VHP mouthpiece, Vishwa
Gujarati Samachar, however,
feels the outfit need not bother
applying for NGO status. “It does
not matter whether the VHP is
recognised or not. We are al-
ready working as an NGO with-
in the limits of Hindutva in more
than 80 countries,” he says.

On the criticism directed at
the VHP, Takkar says: “The
VHP is more secular than so-ca-
lled secularists in this country,
and for that we do not need any
certificate.”

THE TELE
>

documentary film-maker and EL-G' L ‘\'P
peace activist, has written to the
United Nations, expressing sh-
ock that it is considering recog-
nising the VHP as an NGO. This,
he says, is similar to recognising
Osama bin Laden as a social
worker. »

. “The VHP may have done
some social work, but they are
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Jt was religion,
not caste, says

Keralg%

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE g \~

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
Sept 17. — The chief priest of
Guruvayoor temple ordered a
purification rite (punyaha) to
be performed after Congress
leader Mr Vayalar Ravi's son
offered prayers because Mr
Ravi’s wife was a Christian.

This was the explanation that
the Devaswom Board offered
today for the punyaha per-
_ formed at the temple after Mr
Ravi’s son, Mr Ravikrishna,
and his wife offered prayers.

Guruvayoor temple authori-
ties have said that Mr Ravi’s
¢aste did not influence the
decision. The chief priest had
doubted Mr Ravikrishna's cre-
dentials as a Hindu because
his mother, Mrs Mercy Ravi,
was a Christian,

It was up to Mr Ravi or his
son to provide certificates from
Arya Samaj or other organisa-
tions to prove that he was a
Hindu, the Board chairman,
Mr M Venugopalakurup,
explained.

He has written to Mr Ravi,
regretting that the Congress
leader had brought in a
casteist angle into the matter.
It was the chief priest who had
the final say on matters within
the temple, the Board said.

Meanwhile, several organisa-
tions have taken up practices
of the famous Lord Krishna

temple’

temple at Guruvayoor, which
has its own rules.

The temple had denied entry
to several VIPs, including the
renowned singer K J
Yesudhas. The way it shut its
doors to the lower castes was a
major issue during the struggle
for Independence, and later
during the Communist move-
ment. The issue has dragged
the temple authorities to court
more than once.

The powerful Sree Narayana

Dharma Paripalana Yogam of
backward classes has seized on
the issue to highlight the con-
tinuing bias against backward
classes in temples controlled by
Brahmins.

There is, however, a line of
thinking that says Hindu tem-

ples have as much right to !

~

decide on the rules as have the. :

authorities of churches and
mosques. .

The BJP’s state chief, Mr CK
Padmanabhan, does not share
this view. Hindu temples, he
says, should be thrown open
for people from all religions.

Earlier, the Congress leader
and former minister, Mr
Vyalar Ravi, had taken
umbrage at the way a purifica-
tion rite (punyaha) was per-
formed at the temple after his
son and bride offered prayers.

The bride’s family, unaware
of the import of the ceremony,
had paid Rs 1,500 for it.




/BJP blames Islamic ultr
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NEW DELHI, July 15. — The
BJP today tried to apply a
balm on the Christian commu-
nity by saying that there was
no conflict between the Hindus
and the Christians. It alleged
that some Islamic fundamen-
talist organisations were trying
to vitiate the communal har-
mony that existed between
these two communities.

These fundamentalist organi-
sations were trying to create a
wedge between the Hindus and
the Christians and members of
both the communities should
not fall prey to this, the BJP
vice-president, Mr JP Mathur,
told The Statesman. The BJP
has been uncomfortable with
some Christian leaders’ allega-
tion that some RSS affiliates
have been involved in the
recent attacks on Christians.

Preliminary investigations
into the recent bomb blasts in

\ )
DEENDAR ANJUMAN

HYDERABAD, July 15. — A
little-known religious group,
Deendar Anjuman, suspected
to be behind the church blasts
in South India, today denied
involvement in the incidents,
and disowned its members
named by the Centre as hav-
ing masterminded the explo-
sions. — PTI

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka
and Goa, had established that
some Islamic fundamentalist
organisations were behind the
incidents, Mr Mathur claimed.
The hand of the Pakistan-
based ISI, therefore, could not
be ruled out, he added.

The BJP leader demanded
that these organisations
alleged to be behind the bomb
blasts be banned immediately.
An inquiry should try to find
out whether such organisations

THE STATESNAN

20

had links 1th other oygamsa-
tions and individuals inside
and outside the country.

These groups had spread
their tentacles in South India
and combing and arrest opera-
tions must be launched to
break their network, he said.

The BJP appeals to responsi-
ble Christian leaders to look
into their community to find
out whether some vested inter-
ests were trying to foment trou-
ble by making baseless allega-
tions against the Hindu organi-
sations. Such irresponsible peo-
ple were even distributing
pamphlets and other literature
insulting Hindu gods, he said.

Mr Mathur said that the BJP
or the Sangh Parivar had no
objections to religious activities
of Indian Christian missionar-
ies. But foreign Christian mis-
sionaries were not needed, he
argued. Indian Christians were
capable of propagating their
religion.
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hristians mustw
sise before "

meetmg,%ays VHP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
. NEW DELHI JULY 12 Q&y i
1

THE Vishwa Hmdu Parishad

. (VHP) today demanded an apol-

ogy from church leaders for mak-
'ing ‘baseless charges” against

Sangh Parivar outfits in the wake
of the recent attacks on christians |

as a pre-condition to any dialogue
betweenthe twosides. -
Apparentlyirked by the chnst-
ian leaders” decision not to attend
the National Commission for mi-
norities-sponsored. talks with
VHP and Bajrang Dal on July 11,
VHP  senior vice-president
Acharya Giriraj Kishore told re-

porters the Sangh outfits would

meet church representatives only
if they withdrew their “baseless

them and'apolo-

sation ‘Save Chirstianity’ Wasstag-
ing the attacks t6 get foregn
funds.
" “Theseattacks are engmeercd
by Christians themselves as they
. want to fetch more money from
abroad. These attacks are fabri-. -
cated. Itis a false propaganda,” he
told CNN Tuesday night. g

Participating. in  the ~pro--
gramme, Church spokesman Do-
minic Emmanuel said Christians
were not it favour of papal inter-
vention totesolve the problem “as |

- thisisan internal matter of the law
and order of the country”.

"He, however, expressed dis-
agreement with Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s stand that
theincidentswere isolated. v

“It might e his opnmon or
how he 'mig :

} earlier for

—
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ATALKING TOO MU@féf
Q Christians say no to meeting VHP ng(

HRISTIAN leaders including Sister Nirmala o

Missionaries of Charity have refused to hold a dialogue
with the Bajrang Dal/VHP/RSS arguing that they would much
rather meet real leaders of the Hindu community, both reli:
gious and otherwise, to discuss conversions. Scheduled for 11
July, the meeting between the Sangh parivar and Christian
religious bodies is organised by the National Minorities
Commission, but the reaction from all the Christian bodies
has been a firm negative. Their argument is logical and cor-
rect. The VHP and its affiliates do not represent the Hindu
community, they are an armed wing of a political outfit. They
are prime suspects in the crimes against Christians being per-
petrated all over the country in the last 30 months. To hold
talks with the VHP is to give in to their terror tactics and
recognise them as bona fide representatives of the Hindu com-
munity -— which they are not.

V P Singh as prime minister gave in to the same terror tac-
tics of the VHP during the Ramjanambhoomi movement when
he agreed to hold talks with Ashok Singhal in return for an
end to communal riots. The meeting held by a prime minister
established the VHP as a recognised body and the riots contin-
ued. The Sangh Parivar are not known as exponents of truth,

integrity and for keeping promises, the Babari Masjid being a !

case in point. The mosque was demolished under the nose of
the Supreme Court after solemn promises that no harm would
come to the mosque and only puja would be performed. What
then can the Christian leaders expect from the talks and how
long will any promises given be kept?

Christian leaders are not accountable to the Sangh Parivar.
The RSS is not the arbiter of what is right and wrong. While
the VHP accuses the missionaries of forced conversions so far
there has not been a single official complaint. The same can-
not be said for the VHP. In their zealousness to establish that
all non-Hindus are converted by inducements or coercion and
are desperate to return to the Hindu fold, a Muslim family of
four were ‘reconverted’ a few days ago by the VHP in Calcutta
with appropriate fanfare. The family has complained to the
police that they were offered jobs and other bepefits by the

~ VHP to change their religion. Who is using inducements now?
Religion is an intensely personal matter. If it is brought into
the public domain then two can play this kind of game.



JP lashes out at church activities

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, July 10. Mr. K. N. Govindacharya, general
secretary of the Bharatiya Janata Party, today lashed
out at the activities of the Church in India, saying
that over the years it had "“not confined itself to spiri-
tual matters".

Answering questions related to continuing attacks

on churches and Christian institutions — last night
two churches in Bangalore were the targets — he did
condemn “all incidents of violence by any person or
group in the name of religion.” But, he added ‘pros-
elytising pollutes the motivation of semce * which
the Church flaunts as its dedlcated\‘tf) \Ptlon to
India. (D l\
He made a distinction between motlveless service
to relieve the pain of the poor and service which
expects as its reward a ‘conversion”. That becomnes
a “sauda” (commercial deal), he said.

The BJP leader said freedom of religion in India
guaranteed the freedom to practice and propagate
one’s faith, but it should not be confused with a
freedom to convert people to a different faith.

He also denounced the activities of the Church
trying to attract more people to the Christian faith
and convert more and more persons. 'When religion
enters the numbers game, then ethics necessarily are
given the go by.” In short, his suggestion was that in
trying to save more souls, the Church had often end-
ed up abandoning ethics.

Mr. Govindacharya was asked for his comments
on remarks made by the Samata Party leader, Mr.
George Fernandes, on the selfless service done by
missionaries in India. His response was that he was
confident that “if Mr. Fernandes had to choose be-

ween social unity and the freedom to carry out reli-

EER RN kan )

gious conversions when the two become
antagonistic, then he will prefer social unity.” He
had no hesitation in saying that “the fabric of social
unity in India had been damaged by overzealous
activists of the Church.” Q- \&’7

In his view, the problem was that Semitic religions
were exclusive, while the Hindu faith was inclusive,
believing that there are many ways to find God, and
all of them should be respected. The Semitic reli-
gions, on the other hand, were based on the belief
that there was only one path to God, gnd that theirs
was the right way. W

The BJP leader tended to dismiss he apparent
contradictions between the BJP and th§ RSS as the
result of the differing timeframes. “The'RSS has its
own timetable for nation building, and its positions
are above party and power politics.” Therefore, “‘at
times, in certain situations their approach may dif-
fer.” That was also applicable to the views of the two
on the Jammu and Kashmir autonomy resolution.

The BJP was committed to the National Democrat-
ic Alliance manifesto, he said and appealed to the
National Conference, a partner of the NDA, to ex-
press its commitment to the agenda. *“We want to
take everyone along with us, but it is for the NC to
think about it.” At the same time he charged the NC

with not showing consistency.

On devolution of more powers to States in the
context of the Sarkaria Commission report, the BJP
felt the Jammu and Kashmir question was far more

3
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‘BJP backs

RSS stand

on femple

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, July 8. — The
BJP today supported the RSS
stand on the construction of a
Ram Janambhoomi temple, end-
ing a long silence on the issue.
The RSS chief, Mr KS
Sudersan, has said in an inter-
view to a TV channel that no
one could prevent the temple
from being built. He suggested
that Muslims should give up
their claim, or the government
should simply hand over the
gite to the Ramjanambhoomi
Trust. If these options fail, leg-
islation can be a third way to
resolve the matter, he said.
BJP vice-president, Mr JP
Mathur, today said his party
favoured solution to the temple
controversy through court, ver-

co
dict, negotiq that the main hurdle
He also saic a magnificent temple
to building [.ord Ram at Ayodhya
devoted t0 \seudo-secularists”, the
were the “f and the Left parties,
Coggrist;« ) Mushmsh' as the latter
and not tne ro;
could be b1 idx.xg ¢ 'round through
talks, he s ae first instance in a
This is thyf g BJP leader going
long time ¢ on the issue. The
on recgrg indicated that the

issue was on put on the back-
burner, with the ruling coali-
tion’s National Agenda for Gov-
ernance taking centrestage.
The statement comes on the
heels of the BJP’s debacle in
the Uttar Pradesh rural polls.
The party’s 1998 poll mani-
festo spoke of resolving the
temple controversy on lines
suggested by Mr Mathur.
However, the party did not issue
a fresh manifesto during the
1999 LS elections and dropped
all the controversial issues
including this from the NAG.
Later, Mr Vajpayee repeatedly
snubbed efforts by BJP leaders
to bring up the issue. Mr Ram
Prakash Gupta, was forced to
go back on his statement that
he would facilitate the construc-
tioB&faApuuvg‘?RleliU“ PV waramy
are emboldened by Mr Suder-
shan’s statement. Or, is it that
the BJP leaders find it too
tough to oppose Mr Sudershan,
who till the other day was look-
ing after the BJP as in-charge
of the RS’ political affiliate?
On the RSS criticisms of the
Centre’s economic policies, he
said the Sangh was an indepen-
dent body and the BJP would
welcome its good suggestions.

party ha
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RSS assails govt’s
‘apologetic’ stand
on Christiansyusi

By Our Special Correspondent
KOBA (Gujarat): Close on the
heels of Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee assuring Pope
John Paul II during his recent visit
to Rome that Christians would be
protected in India, the Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS)
declared here on Sunday that the
Central government was unneces-
sarily becoming regretful over the
attacks on the community.

A resolution
passed at the
end of RSS
national work-
ing committee
meeting  here
said, “One fails

@ Church leaders flayed for
globalising the issue

® NC’s insistence on
autonomy criticised

to understand | @ Liberalisation policy opposed

the RSS was opposed%?) new lib-
eralisation initiatives of the
Central government. Referring to
the just released International
Monetary Fund (IMF) report, Mr
Das said, “The IMF points towards
the increasing gap between rich
and poor. The Central government
should review the liberalisation
policy, as also the effort to disinvest
public sector undertakings, adopt
an open-door policy towards for-
eign direct invest-
ment, and allow
liberal repatria-
tion of funds. We
are falling in an
economic trap.”
Go-vindacharya,
well-known BJP
hardliner  who

why the govern-
ment authorities become apolo-
getic about such reported atroci-
ties.” It criticised a “major section
of church leaders” for seeking to
internationalise the issue unmind-
ful of the “adverse effect on the
image of our nation.”

The two-day meeting at a Jain
premise here ended with yet
another resolution reminding the
(entral government that any dis-
cussions on the Jammu and
Kashmir state assembly’s autono-
my demand be coupled with the
understanding that the autonomy
talk is just a movement towards
seccession. Calling the National
Conference’s insistence on auton-
omy a “thin veil for azadi”, the res-
olution said, the Jammu and
Laddakh regions of J&K should
be “fully and unconditionally inte-
grated into India”, hence the
Kashmir Valley, forming one-sixth
of the state, cannot be allowed to
dictate terms.

Releasing the two resolutions,
RSS joint general secretary
Madan Das told newspersons that

deals with economic matters, was
the only participant from the BJP
at the meeting, in which nearly 240
delegates from all over India took
part.
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_ARSS to come up
with ‘right view’
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELH]I, June 23. — The RSS will “explain” that the real
danger to Christianity is not from BJP-ruled India, but Islamic
countries.

The Sangh intends to tell “Indian Christians” they are better off
in “Bharat” than in an Islamic country. The next Organiser issue,
will have articles highlighting the “atrocities being committed
against Christians in Pakistan” and “what Indian Christians
should do to .. live in harmony ... in India”.

An RSS member said “atrocities” committed against Christians
in Pakistan would be highlighted. The RSS thinks the “Church in
India” should be aware of the plight of Christians in Pakistan.

“... Several atrocities (are) committed against Christians in
Pakistan. They’re not allowed to practise their religion as freely
as they can in India. Indian Christians should also know how
churches are being vandalised in Pakistan. Police and adminis-
tration don’t pay heed to their complaints”, the article says.

India is a “better and safer place” for Christians. The article
says India has separate laws for minorities and the majority com-
munity never objects or opposes practice of any religion.

Asked why Islamic countries were the yardstick for the RSS to
compare the plight of Christians in “secular India”, a senior
leader said the West should know that the real threat to
Christianity was from Islamic countries.

I Another article will suggest the community should “try to respect
the sentiments of the majority community and hold Indian cul-
ture in high esteem”.

It would also warn the church to not encourage conversions as
this upsets the sentiments of the majority community. The role of
churches in the subversive activities of the north-east, particular-
Iy Nagaland, would also be pointed out.

However, since attacks on Christians started a few months back,
both the RSS mouthpiece, Panchajanya and Organiser, have been
systematically publishing anti-church articles, pointing to the
“anti-national activities being committed by them”.

Justifying the articles, an RSS functionary said the publications
were trying to expose the “malicious campaign being carried out
kéy a section of political parties against the BJP and Sangh

arivar”.
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‘chain reaction’in

-W“

bid evokes
()rlss ;

Dara Sena, Sangh Parivar spruce up operatl ns

Poornima Joshi \,\ Y
Bhubaneswar, June 19 " Y
THE SHANKARACHARYA'
mugh-hyped re-conversion bid at
Manoharpur seems to have started
an ' explosive chain reaction
threyghout Orissa.
*.On one hand, it has galvanised
the 'Dara Sena and its sister
orgamsg,tmns Jin North Orissa into
maqug more communal and
provocative announcéments, and
on the other, thew Parivar's
proactive approachsfi
issue of re-convers:onshas become
even more clear. .

The Convenor - of
!)haramrakshak Sri Dara Singh

n Sahayata Samiti, Mukesh

Jamwesteﬂday announced that
Dara Singh, prime accused in sev-
#ral sensational murders including
that of Graham Staines-and his two
sons, woulg be contesting the next

Assembly elcctlons from
Keonjhar. Pr a& "sure victo-
ry" for the "astgel in disguise”, Mr

Jain went on to-issue gharacteristi-
¢ally virulent gtatemgrits against

the minorities & the country.
Almost  simulta pously, the
Vishwa Hindu Paiishad (VHP)

Higatlised a massive "religious”
Ctidit "at. Keutibeteni village in
Ciittack. The event was very clear-
ly held as a part of attempts to re-
convert five Christians in the vil-
lage. The VHP organised it with
much fanfare ferrying groups of
journalists from nearby towns and
impressing upon the local dailies
to "splash” the newl-ltem on the
front page. o
~The ceremony was performed by

v the entire

priests hired by the VHP for the
purpose. The entire episode, how-

ever, took an unexpected turn with

the district administration
announcing that the function was

organised without prior intimatién’

to the concerned authorities.
Under the QOrissa Freedom of
Religion Act (OFRA), the district

‘Dara Singh-, prime
" accused in several -
sensational murders
including that of

Graham Stalnes and his ,

.~ inquiry into this innocuous func-
- tion. Do we have to take permis-
“sion for every religious ceremony

two sons, ‘would be

contesting the next -
Assembly elections from
Keonjhar’ B

administration has to be intimated
by way of affidavits filed by the
persons who desire to convert to a
certain religion. No such affidavit
was reportedly filed in the case of
the five villagers in Keutibereni vil-
lage and an official inquiry has
been initiated to probe into the
incident.
Meanwhile, the VHP has
claimed to be "deeply hurt" by the

reaction of the district administra-’

tion.

According to Arbind Rout, a
spokesperson for the organisation,
there is no reason to institute an
inquiry into this incident, as it was
not an attempt to re-convert any-

one. "These people were _not re-

converted. The ceremony for re-.

conversion is performed under dif-

* ferent circumstances when the sub-

jects in question are Christians or
belong to any other religion. But
these five people who participated
in the ceremony at Keutibereni vil-
lage were Hindus.

“They have been llvmg like

Hindus for a number of years. But

their neighbours were not accept- -

ing them.
“So we got the priests to perform
a 'Prayashchit', -ceremony that is
not the same as a re-conversion
ceremony. I don't know why the
admlmstratlon is conductmg an

that we perform? We have not vio-

lated any law," Mr Rout told Ihe v

Hindustan Times.

Incidentally, the criminal case
registered against the “Dara Sena'
activists Mukesh Jain and Dara
Singh's lawyer Pradeep Chowdhary
has, in no way, proved to be a
deterrent.

Mr Jain has been very openly
holding Press conferences and dis-
tributing inflammatory reading

material in Baripada, Karanjia and
surrounding areas in Mayurbhan;j |
and Keonjhar districts. Despite a |

ban on these provocative booklets
by the Staté Government, t are

freely available in the entire State.. -

The Shankaracharyas open criti-
cism of the "methods” used by
Christian missionaries to convert
people in tribal areas has given a
boost to the hate-campaign head-
ed by the Dara Sena.
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hour later, Brother Emmanuel
and Brother Alphoqihwléaﬁ ;’g |
i j r the police station with !
ISn}:mrSn}:along&ceEieﬁimt.mt M dinner but didn’t ﬁn@thlm.a .
ngey didn’t find the SSP at At 11 p.m,, tl;g mryt (ﬁld gthe
h Mr Sharma then asked trate and an office told &
tk(lnen%rothers to come to the brothers that Ekka ha ;?/hose
ve police lines. There he Archl')lshop.Concessz;(&, whose
{{esetr the? priests waiting and arch-diocese includes Ma h hé
t:(})k Ekka inside with an offi- went to the Spot as soon
cer from the SSP’s residence. was mfox:ime . removed to the
The Brothers were first told The body wa O e Tor
that Ekka would be released in police lines an Itw o e o
10 minutes. After half-an-hour, autopsy today. Sthe d sign
officer went in and found of acute torture, he
‘?Irlle doors were closed. The Christian Forum for
Brothers were told that poh};:e R}‘%lgs ggﬁénd he immediate
o dlilopl Ekka at the arrest of guilty police officers
Nall\vada s’g ’(7)0-; — ecnnstable and transfer of senior officers
= se of Mathura district for gross

I 1 icti " th
lain priest’s [z S “0 ™
cook dies in

polic¢ custﬁdy
LTI M A

AGRA/NEW DELHI, June

18. — The cook of the slain
| Brother George Kuzhi-
| kandan died in p'oli;;e custoqy,
| yesterday.

The state goverriment todd
ordered a magisterial probf
into Vijay Ekka's (28) deat
and suspended a sub-inspec
tor and a constable o
Nahrauli police station
where Ekka died. A team of
three doctors has been
formed to conduct the post
morten, the SSP Ms Chan-
drika Rai said.

Ekka was first to see the
body of Brother George who
was clubbed to death on the |
courtyard of St Francis Pub-
lic School at Nevada village
in Mathura on 7 June morn-
ing. .

The St Francis School prin-

(Continued from page 1)

cipal, Brother Emmanuel, g TN

had lodged an FIR, alleging
' the cook was beaten to death.
Police have, however, said
FEkka, whe was being interro-
gated for the past six days.
committed suicide.

Vijay Ekka was picked up
by police on 10 June and
taken to the Nahrauli police
station and kept in custody. ‘

The Agra Archbishop, Dr ‘
Vincent Concessao, told
reporters in New Delhi that
when two Brothers went to’
the police station yesterday
with Ekka’s breakfast, they
saw the suspended station !
officer Mr Sunil Kumar
Sharma. (Mr Sharma was
earlier suspended for derelic- |
tion of duty in probing
Brother George's murder.)

Mr Sharma told the |
Brothers to take him and |
Ekka to the Mathura SSP’s
residence. The police station

N See PRIEST: page 8



nigh Parivar behind

the hate campaign,

“says Ghristian Cou?cil

HT Correspondent
Hyderabad, June 18

Christian

THE ALL India

: Council, which concluded its two-
; day

emergency meeting at

¢ Chennai on Friday, has attributed

1

! the 300-0odd incidents of violence

\ against Christians and churches in

India in the last two years to the
"hate campaign” launched by the
Sangh Parivar.

"In the last two years, the fascist

* conspiracy against the Christian
. community has unfolded fully.

|

The Sangh Parivar's ideology and
actions threaten not just the
Christian community but the
unity, integrity and plural cultural
heritage of our country. This is
amply clear to all citizens who
have watched in horror the omi-
nous escalation -of the violence
against the Christian community
since 1998," the Council said here
in a statement on Saturday.

The Council has said that from
June 1998 to June this year, there
were more than 300 incidents of
violence against the Christian
community. This year, there have
been several major incidents of
violence across the country.

"The ominous mass violence is
meant to terrorise the Christian

! community, to stop people com-

ing to churches, to frighten away

. students from our schools and the
ill, the weak and Wmalg‘i

i

| ¢ fating

!

i

H
i

from our g hointed out.

the attacks on
Christians and churches so far,
the Council;said that the burning
of 400 copies -of the- Bible in
Rajkot, Gujarat in- 1998 led

inevitably to thebiithiny of three -

dozen churches Dangs in
the same state in Dedember.

The attack on nung in Madhya
Pradesh has led to similar vio-
lence against women and men
preachers, evangelists, priests,
social, education and medical
workers. This violence peaked
with the killing of Graham,
Timothy and Philip Staines and
Father Kristuraj in Orissa and the

- murder of Brother George in UP.

Expressing concern over the
series of incidents, the Council
said that it was "intrigued by the
response of the Central and state
governments who refuse to see
the pattern of violence. Their
motives are exposed in the fact
that they refuse to see the cam-
paign of calumny and hate that
underpins this violence. It is a
coincidence . that the violence
occurs even as senior leaders of
the Sangh Parivar call for 'epochal
wars' against minorities, stage-
managed 're-conversions’ and give
a call to eliminate the missionar-
ies from India." .

The Christian leaders pointed
out that they have repeatedly
called on the Prime Minister and
the state governments to take
action against those who "perpe-
trate and encourage violence
against peace-loving Christians in
our homeland". These people are
known. The poison they spew is in

. '\ripg and on tapes. The nation is

political and Jikthe resp response of

The Council appealed to the
people of the country to launch a
national solidarity campaign

- against*the "fundamentalist com-

munal ‘Hindutva forces of the
Sangh Parivar" from July 8.

BJP for joint
command to
probe blasts
in churches

HT Corresponden
Hyderabad, June 18

BJP NATIONAL general secre-
tary M. Venkaiah Naidu on
Saturday suggested creation of a
joint command of Central and
state mvestlgatlve agencies for a
thorough probe into the series of
bomb blasts in churches in three

southern states. '

Addressing a Press conference
here today, Naidu said that a
thorough probe was required
into the blasts and the Centre
and state must work together to
nab the culprits.

He said that his party has infor-
mation linking the recent blasts
at churches in three states to
Lashkar-e-Toiba, a terrorist outfit
sponsored by the Pakistani Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI).

Allegations refuted: Naidu
strongly refuted the allegations
of Christian leaders and organi-
sations blaming the Sangh
Parivar for the bomb incidents.
Ridiculing such "mischievous
utterances", he charged the
United Christian Forum and All
Indian Christian Council with
doing great disservice to the
Christian community and the
country by making such allega-
tions.

The BJP leader even dubbed
them as "self-styled outfits which
are only the front organisations
of the Congress.”
m¥aidu said that by appealing to
draw Suppogpsutuents to with-

these organisations ition,
ing to give a handle-to "out.«
mies outside the ‘Mﬂ'y”’ y

defame India". NS
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har's remark
N\unfortunate,
*®says Minister

NEW \DELH\, JUNE 17. The Union
Minidter of State for Sports, Mr.
Shahnawaz Hussain, today de-
scribed as ‘“unfortunate” former
Indian cricket captain Moham-
mad Azharuddin’s remark that he
was being dragged into the
match-fixing controversy as he
was from a minority community.
He said Azhar should come for-
ward and face the CBIL

“Azhar should not forget that
he was accepted as a cricketing
hero by people from all commu-
nities. Thus, he should refrain
from raising communal issues
and should clarify his stand to the
CBI.” Mr. Hussain concurred with
the suggestion of the Sports Min-
ister, Mr. S.S. Dhindsa, that play-
ers figuring in matchfixing
allegations should step down un-
til things become clear.
Sports policy

Mr. Hussain said the Govern-

ment is coming out with a new
sports policy with a provision for
strict punishment for players who
are proved guilty in match-fixing.

“The honour of the nation lies
with them.... Matchfixers should
be treated as traitors.” He also
said the Sports Ministry would
advise the BCCI to drop tainted
players till they come out clean
after the inquiry. — UNI
3 bookies remanded

PTI reports from Calcutta:
Three bookies, arrested on
charges of cricket betting, were
remanded to police custody till
June 30 by a city court.
. The three were arrested while
conducting cricket betting on Fri-
day. Some documents, a huge |
amount of cash and computer
diskettes containing reports of
cricket matches were recovered
. from their possession.

MK'’s father sticks
to his story: Page 11
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on church bl%s

NEW DELHI: The Centre on Fri-
day sought detailed reports from
the governments of Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Goa on
Thursday’s bomb explosions in
churches in these states even as
Christian leaders condemned the
blasts and alleged that “anti-Chris-
tian hate atmosphere has been cre-
ated” with the silent approval of
the government. v

As probe continued i mto the inci-
dents by respective state govern-

ments, there was a move. by the po-*

lice of the three states to launch a
co-ordinated investigation.

The Union home ministry ‘has
sought reports from the home sec-
retaries of the three states immedi-
ately and is closely monitoring the
developments.

A home ministry spok@spersom
here said that in-
vestigations were

BLASTS THAT YD

he said.

Deputy inspector genefa of po-
lice (Eluru Range) P. Chan-
drasekhar said that police were yet
to identify those involved in the
blasts in the Roman Catholic
church at Tadepalligudem in West
Godavari district and in Ongole
town, where business establish-
ments remained closed in response

- to a bandh call by the Congress to

protest against the incident.

The Congress also condemned
the latest “wanton and murderous”
attacks on minorities and their in-
stitutions across the country and
blamed the Centre’s “laid-back”
attitude for the emerging trend.

Meanwhile, in Chittoor, BJP
general’ secretary M. Venkaiah
Naidu on Friday said that there
was. a ‘‘deep-rooted conspiracy”
; behind the bomb
blasts in some

carried out by the | @ Congress condennis att parts of the coun-
police in these : try on Thursday,
states and - the [®1S! mhm o particularly in the
concerned gov- (@ Donp-rm m places of worship.
ernments  were mmmmm Addressing
“alive to the situa- | - generat secretary newspersons, Mr
tion and taking: Naidu said, “It
appropriate  ac- ©® Investigations are on was done with the
tion to nab the ulterior motive of

culprits”.

Bomb explosions had rtocked
two churches in Andhra Pradesh
and one each in Karnataka and
Goa on Thursday causing minor in-
juries to three persons and damage
to one cathedral.

Karnataka director general of
police C. Dinakar said in Banga-
lore that he had spoken to top po-
lice officidls in Andhra Pradesh
and Goa and the police of the three
states would coordinate in the
probe.

He denied that the explosion
outside a RomauCathohc Church
in Wadi town'in’ ga had any
communal overtones,

Condemning the incidents Alan
De Lastic, preudgnt ;of Catholic
bishops conference in India, said,
“Thereisa deﬁmteytrategy or plan
at national levél to intimidate
Christians to stop them from the
work they are doing.”

In Hyderabad, Union minister of
state for home Vidyasagar Rao did
not rule out the involvement of
Pakistan’s  intelligence agency

ISI into the blastd m the three -

states.

“Though we have no confirmed -
reports, suspicion points towards

ISI as the pattern ‘and material

used in all the blasts were similar,”

" creating mxsunderstandmgs among

the different religious communities
and to destabilise the BJP-led
NDA  government at the
centre.”

The forces, including foreign
ones, that were hostile to NDA
government at the Centre, were re-
sponsible for the incidents, he said,
adding that the NDA government
has been maintaining total commu-
nal harmony in the country and
also protecting the interest of the
minorities.

He urged the state government
to be vigilant to curb such
incidents effectively at the initial
stages.

Referring to Ongole bomb blast,
the BJP leader alleged that it was
only to create misunderstandin,
among a particular co: , ong
ﬁake the state govemmentlm;mp-

ar.

Chandrababu Naidu dusi
it on Thursday t&*:%
TDP support to NDA'

were aiming :te . pull: @
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75 Where is the case for statehood? Q)W y*
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ot surprising that a GNLF team minus Subash |

I(}hisingh to present its case for a statehood for Darjeeling |

has returned empty-handed. If the GNLF supremo had indeed
considered the meeting to be so crucial there was no difficulty
in his meeting the Prime Minister himself. We are told that
LK Advani made some sympathetic noises before rushing off

|
|

to Israel but Advani is not available for confirmation. He is too ’

careful a man to make such gestures. Subsequent events con-
firm that the delegation indeed drew a blank and must now
live up to its threat of staging another 72-hour bandh — some-
thing the the GNLF is comfortable with. Where is the case for
statehood except that other regions like Jharkhand and
Littaranchal have been favoured. The difference lies in the fact
that Darjeeling has already been favoured with an
autonomous status which can help tackle chronic problems of
power supply, drinking water and landslides if only Ghisingh
can shed his tendency to capitalise on ethnic sentiments for no
one’s benefit except his own.

If Ghisingh needs to expedite development programmes,
what has prevented him from doing so as chairman of the Hill
Council for 12 years? Unlike the Jharkhand council which was
starved of funds by Laloo Prasad Yadav, the Darjeeling Hili
Council has received a generous share of Central grants. For
entirely political reasons, the Left Front has refrained from
asking for accounts. Ghisingh thus has the freedom and power
to restore to Darjeeling the reputation it once had. Instead, his
concern for development of tourism as the biggest revenue
earner is well behind his skills in eliminating rivals. That does
not strengthen his case in Delhi where he is liable to be con-
sidered a schemer and intriguer. Besides, no demand for state-
hood is logical while he continues to question Darjeeling’s sta-
tus and misuses development funds. A hill station hardly able
to support itgélf economically is not a candidate for statehood.
Jyoti Bagerhas said so in the pdst and it is time to call
Ghisiry‘és{:ff.

3 PR NS g H N
ﬂl}E SNI i g.:ﬁidu.?}

:j U N i ‘TP



~Priest batterethgg%gh/

)\

FROM ANAND SOOND:

Lucknow June 7: The spate of at-
tacks on missionaries continued
in Mathura with unidentified ass-
ailants battering to death a
Catholic brother from Kerala a lit-
tle after midnight on Tuesday.

Brother George Kunjikun-
dam’s body was found this morn-
ing at a school in Nawada village,
8 km away from Mathura.

Around 10 armed assailants
forced their way into St Francis
Public School around 1 am today
and assaulted Brother Kunjikun-
dam with sticks, iron rods and
even shoes. The 40-year-old broth-
er, who had arrived from Kerala
around six months ago and was
the warden of the boys’ hostel,
died on the spot.

The police, pushed on the defe-
nsive after the string of attackson
missionaries in Mathura and Ag-
ra, claimed it was the handiwork
of the dreaded Kaccha Banyand-

hari gafg. But missionaries post-
ed in Mhthura said valuables, in-
cludingla VCR, a colour TV, a mo-
bile phone and Rs 2,000 in cash,
found at the site prove otherwise.
The Kaccha Banyandharis are no-
torious for decamping with every-
thing they can lay their hands on.

The police have taken into pro-
tective custody Aizin, the 12-year-
old-boy who is the sole eyewitness
in the incident. Aizin’s version is
yet to be registered by the police
who have refused to let the media
speak to him.

In their FIR lodged at the
Narhauli police station, Vijay
Kumar and his wife Gloria have
said the assailants came with the
express motive of Killing the
brother and that the fifth such
attack on Christians has left the
community terrorised.

The All-India Catholic Union
has called for an impartial and th-
orough investigation and stated
that the fear within the Christian

THE TELEGRAPH
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community has only increased
with the murder. Echoing a simi-
lar fear, Archbishop of the Agra
diocese Vincent Concessao has
appealed to the chief minister to
intervene and “protect minori-
ties”.

Christian groups across the
state have voiced their “sense of
insecurity and fear” and asked
the state to take immediate steps
to halt “the sustained and system-
atic attacks on Christians and
their institutions”.

In April, missionaries distrib-
uting religious literature near
Mathura were beaten up by vil-
lagers who objected to their prose-
Iytising activities. A group of
nuns in a city convent were also
attacked the same month.

Chief minister Ram Prakash
Gupta has asked the police and
district administration to take im-
mediate steps to provide security
to “all those who feel a need for it
and allay their fears”.
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urt extends remand

Unrepentant
Dara denies

role in
W\ ghossmmsans

Bhubdneswar, March 29: Dara
Singh,\ prime accused in the
killing f an Australian mission-
ary and his two minor sons,
today said he did “not feel sorry”
for the mayhem. But he denied
his involvement in the crime
that jolted the nation a year ago.

Looking calm and self-pos-
sessed, Singh spoke at length to
newsmen at the crowded CBI
court here. He was brought to
the court under heavy police es-
cort from the Baripada jail.
Later he was denied bail by addi-
tional chief judicial magistrate
Sukumar Sahoo and remanded
in CBI custody till April 10.

Already charged by the CBI
in the killings, Singh claimed he
was not in Manoharpur when
Graham Stewart Staines and his
sons, Philip and Timothy, were
burnt to death by a mob in a jeep
on January 23, 1999. The mis-
sionary had gone to the village to
attend a Bible reading camp at
the local Baptist Church.

The accused said he had no
idea who had killed them. But
the D.P. Wadhwa commission,
set up by the Union government
to probe the killing, had blamed
Singh.

Accusing Staines of convert-
ing the tribals in Manoharpur,
he alleged that other Christian
priests were also converting peo-
ple in the northern district.

The accused, described by the
police as a religious zealot, said
he was not a fundamentalist but
was opposed to conversion in
any form. He said he was sup-
ported by the local people in its
anti-conversion crusade.

Not only the Mahantas, who
were accused by the police of
supporting him, people from
other castes, too, were backing
him, Singh claimed. He,
however, refused to specify what
he had been doing to stop
conversion.

Singh disputed claims by the
police that he had been arrested
at Gohira, Keonjhar district, on
February 1 after he had walked
into a trap laid by the Mayurb-
hanj police. He said he had
turned himself over to the police

killing

because they had been “tortur-
ing innocent villagers for infor-
mation” about him. He said he
was worried about what the po-
lice would do to the villagers if he
had not surrendered.

Singh claimed that the police
had beaten him up “mercilessly”
after he “surrendered.” He said
he was denied access to the Press
and prevented from meeting his
parents from Uttar Pradesh, he
added. At the Baripada jail, he
was provided with two newspa-
pers everyday and given a copy
of the Gita and Ramayana. He
said he read the religious texts to
keep himself busy.

Asked about his alleged links
with the Hindu fundamentalist
groups, Singh said he was not as-
sociated with any political party
or group. He said he had never
attended any RSS camp, as
reported earlier by a section of
the Press.

Singh denied his involvement
in the Kkilling of a Muslim trader
in Pariabeda and a Catholic
priest in Jamubani last year. But
the crime branch of the state po-
lice have already indicted him in
the killings.

Singh said the police had
trumped up charges against him
and added that he had faith in
the judiciary.

Singh said he had no inten-
tion of joining politics now but
could not say what would hap-
pen in the future.

He said he also had no desire
of meeting Gladys Staines,
widow of the missionary to com-
fort her. Nor would he ever want
to speak to her.

Earlier, as the police van car-
rying Singh threaded its way to
the court house on the busy
Lewis Road around 2.15 pm, a
huge crowd had gathered out-
side the court.

The entire area was milling
with securitymen. Television
cameras whirred as Singh,
dressed in white, stepped out of
the van.

His hands were not hand-
cuffed, unlike his earlier court
appearances at Karanjia. No slo-
gans were raised. Neither did he
smile, but appeared confident as
armed securitymen escorted
him into the court room.
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Akal Takht
Jathedar sackeq!é

By Sarabjit Pan v

‘CHANDIGARH, MARCH 28, On a day
of dramatic lopments in the
religio- pefitical affairs of the Sikh
corpafunity, the Shiromani Gurd-
ra Parbandhak Committee to- |
day “sacked Giani Puran Sing
as Jathe f Akal Takht

The deci was taken ta
meeting of the SGPC's executive
body, chaired by Bibi Jagir Kaur.
Giani Joginder Singh Vidanti, a
‘granthi’ (priest) in Harimandir
Sahib, sanctum sanctorum of the
Golden Temple complex, was ap-
pointed the acting Jathedar.

On the other hand, Giani Puran
Singh handed out yet another
‘hukumnama’ — religious edict
— to effect excommunication of
four members of the SGPC’s exec-
utive body. They include Mr. Pri-
tam Singh Bhatia, who earlier in
the day was awarded a ‘tankha’
(religious punishment) of clean-
ing utensils in the ‘langar’ (com-
munity kitchen) for five days.

Interestingly, three members
owing loyalty to factions led by
the former SGPC chief, Mr. Gur-
charan Singh Tohra, and the Lok
Sabha MP, Mr. Simranjit Singh
Mann, boycotted the meeting.
The senior vice-president of the
SGPC, Mr. Balbir Singh Nausheh-
ra Pannu, its vice-president, Mr.
Kewal Singh, and general secre-
tary, Mr. Hardalbir Singh Shah,
who are considered members of
the Badal camp, also stayed away.

Later, talking to presspersons,
Bibi Jagir Kaur said Giani Puran
Singh had been posted at the his-
toric gurdwara in Muktsar.

Bibi Jagir Kaur justified the de-
cision to sack Giani Puran Singh,
saying he had violated the accept-
ed ‘maryada’ (code for religious
conduct).Later, Giani Puran
Singh refused to accept the SGPC
verdict, arguing that excommuni-
cated persons could not take any
decision regarding the future of |
the Sikh community.

1
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%ﬁSudarshan’s war

) \’
Ti&gFIRST mistake in RSS leader K.S. Sudarshan’s interpye-
tation of the Mahabharata is that it was not a conflict between
Hindus and anti-Hindus, as he has claimed while predicting
another similar “epic war” in India, but a battle between two
closely related families both of which were Hindus, although it
is doubtful whether they would have used the term for them-
selves. However, Mr Sudarshan is right in a way because the
battle which he foresees may well be within another family —
the Sangh parivar — because it is unlikely that the BJP will be
pleased with his grim prognostications. Even if there is some
convergence in the strategic vision of both the R$S and the BIP,
it is clear enough that the latter’s tactics e asise the soft-
pedalling of the issues which are close to MrSudarshan’s heart.

Wednesday that the Centre was not in
slaughter.

The entire focus of the BJP’s red¢nt pblitics has been to down-
play the contentious issues with whi¢h it used to be associated
earlier in order to widen its scope for acceptability by other par-
ties. Implicit in this approach is the recognition, as underlined
by LK. Advani some time ago, that “the country is so hetero-
geneous that ... an ideological party, be it the communists or the
Jan Sangh, cannot hope to come to power at the Centre on its
own”. It is the evident compulsions of a multicultural society
which have made the BJP shed its ideological straitjacket, even
if as a tactical gesture. The essence of such a society is that the
various communities in it are not seen as being antagonistic
towards each other. The RSS leader’s neat division of the citi-
zens of India between Hindus and anti-Hindus and, what is
more, the prediction of a war between them may well raise the
question whether the temporary tactics and the ultimate strat-
egy of the Sangh parivar is beginning to converge.

Such suspicions about the parivar’s real agenda may gain
credibility in the wake of the latest pronouncement because it
is quite in line with Golwalkar’s categorisation of non-Hindus
virtually as second class citizens. In envisaging a war between

position to ban cow

mentor. Unless the BJP dissociates itself completely from this
particularly offensive remark, misgivings about its objective will
continue to persist. Indeed, given the closeness of the relations
within the parivar, doubts about even the BJP’s intentions will
not totally disappear. The BJP, therefore, has entered perhaps
the most critical phase in its history because Mr Sudarshan’s
hard line hag bfought it face to face with issues basic to the pari-
var’s id gywhich it has been trying to gloss over so far.
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To cite only one example, Parliament wAs officially told on{

the two, however, Mr Sudarshan has gone one step beyond his !
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~/NEW SUPREMO
¥ 7 KS Sudershan anointed RSS chlef

ITHIN a day of his anointment as the new head\%e
RSS, KS Sudershan has created ripples by attacking
Government’s economic policy and forcing the BJP trou-
bleshooter Arun Jaitley to airdash to the RSS headquarters.
Sudershan has been a long time supporter of the RSS
swadeshi ideology. Sudershan, at a relatively younger age, is
likely to be more proactive, re-energising RSS wings like the
Swadeshi Jagaran Manch. After their recent reverses — reim-
posing the ban on the RSS in Gujarat and the failure to install
an NDA government in Bihar — it is unlikely that Sudershan
will jeopardise the existence of the government at the Centre,
or create a situation where the Government is forced to
choose, but there will certainly be attempts to influence policy
in a more covert manner. The RSS thrives on brinkmanship
and the Gujarat experiment was just that. The RSS wanted to
test how far they could push the NDA without a revolt, and
when they saw life threatening cracks emerging they were
quick to signal a retreat. As Gujarat chief minister Keshubhai
Patel put it, the RSS knows how to “take one step back in
order to take two steps forward”. They are fully aware that
they cannot get a more “friendly” government and they are in
no mood to risk it for the time being. Pressure from the allies
in the NDA worked in Gujarat, but it is very likely that the
RSS will ask for their pound of flesh in the not too distant
future. Rajju Bhaiya, who now shifts base to Delhi and has a
good relationship with the Prime Minister, will act as the liai-
son between RSS and the government and the equation
between the RSS and BJP is unlikely to change drastically
because of the new chief. The underlying truth is that the BJP
is part of the Sangh and there is no way in which it can cut
the umbilical cord. Only the parameters in which the BJP is
allowed to function will continue to be tested frequently. The
compulsions of politics and government force the RSS to bend
their resolve, until one day, so they hope, they can force the

BJP with a majority all its own, to fulfil the full RSS agenda.

In the 75th year of its existence the RSS has the first south
Indian supremo — the three sarsanghchalaks Hedgewar,
Golwalkar and Deoras were from Maharashtra and the fourth
Rajju Bhaiya was from Uttar Pradesh — Sudershan is a
Brahmin from Tamil Nadu who joined the RSS in 1954. A
votary of the one nation one people theory, the new chief advo-
cates one language, one culture — Hindi — which he spelt out
in “Why Hindu Rashtra”. His thrust will be on resuscitating
the RSS and reunifying the organisation, weakened by the
induction of those without an RSS background in the Sangh’s
various wings. His first targets are likely to be economic
reformers.

Vajpayee is on his guard and our money is on him that he
will overcome the refashioned hurdles.
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THE THREE-MONTH-LONG highly personalised
tussle between the Akal Takht Jathedar, Giani Pu-
ran Singh, and the Shiromani Gurdwara Pra-
bandhak Committee chief, Bibi Jagir Kaur, is
becoming murkier by the day, with the two func-
tionaries thoughtlessly indulging in recriminato-
ry actions and in the process undermining the
authority of the high offices they are holding.
Inevitably, the confrontation which is fast head-
ing for a showdown has landed the Chief Minis-
ter, Mr. Parkash Singh Badal, in a piquant
situation. The irony of it all is that both were
handpicked by him, just about a year ago, for the
two pivotal positions as a part of his well-crafted
strategy to marginalise his arch rival, Mr. Gurcha-
ran Singh Tohra, and to acquire supreme control
of Panthic politics and institutions. And now,
much to his consternation, Mr. Badal finds his
two ‘loyalists’ at loggerheads, with the Giani or-
dering the excommunication of Bibi Jagir Kaur
and directing him to see that someone else is
chosen to act as SGPC chief in her place. That the
Chief Minister should be talking in terms of “di-
vine intervention” betrays as much a sense of
frustration as of helplessness.

The provocation for Giani Puran Singh's
edict excommunicating Bibi Kaur from the Sikh
Panth, passed in January, was that she published
and adopted the controversial Nanakshahi solar
calendar — as distinguished from ‘Bikrami’ now
in vogue — despite instructions to the contrary
from the Akal Takht. The merits or the demerits
of the calendar reform aside, the seeming de-
fiance of the SGPC chief and the way the Giani
issued the hukumnama (reportedly from a ‘pub-
lic call office’ in Madhya Pradesh) against her
clearly point to a deep game with personal
stakes, impelled either by hurt egos or mutual
distrust. This appears all the more so after the
developments on March 12, the day on which
Bibi Jagir Kaur was to present herself before the
Akal Takht to seek pardon and receive the tank-
hah (punishment) as per an ‘understanding’ bro-

'THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 2000
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kered by some well-meaning mediatorsf?t was
apparent that neither side was willing to play by
the rules of the gentleman’s agreement. Tq com-
pound the already complicated problem, \Giani
Puran Singh proceeded to excommunicate three
of the designated ‘Singh Sahibs’ (high priests),
apart from two SGPC members, for having
aligned themselves with Bibi Jagir Kaur, a de-
clared ‘outlaw’. As his January edict against the
SGPC chief, this one also has been called into
question by a section of the clergy on grounds of

traditional time-honoured pgocedures. =1
Qapor s {00

By any reckoning, Mr. Badal is in & predica-
ment. As one commanding the support of a ma-
jority in the SGPC’s general house, he should
have no real problem persuading it to find a tem-
porary replacement for Bibi Jagir Kaur as direct-
ed by the Akal Takht Jathedar; but that would not
only mean letting down a ‘loyalist’ in favour of
another but also giving a handle to his detractors,
chiefly ‘Tohra, Bhai Ranjit Singh and Company’.
Significantly, the Tohra faction, which had con-
sistently refused to recognise Giani Puran Singh
as the Akal Takht Jathedar from the very begin-
ning, came out strongly in his support on the
issue of the hukumnama against Bibi Jagir Kaur.
In fact, although Mr. Badal did succeed last year
in pulling down Mr. Tohra from the SGPC ped-
estal, the task of dismantling the empire he had
built over the decades across the gurudwara net-
work cannot be that easy. Further, the Sikh clergy
itself is badly riven by factional loyalties, not to
speak of personal animosities, as evidenced by
the role of the high priests in the running battle.
If the institutions of supreme spiritual authority
such as the Akal Takht or even the SGPC for that
matter have had their images progressively tar-
nished in recent times, it is largely because the
political class has come to use the religious sanc-
tity attached to these for its own partisan ends.
The ultimate remedy lies in insulating them from
the baneful influence of politics.

R
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w.0) Proteges a§ s O |
THE HUKUMNAMA issued by Ak lh kf Jathedar Gigni
Puran Singh excommunicating five prominent figures in the
politico-religious leadership of the Akalis has precipitated a
crisis that has been in the making for some time. Among those
excommunicated are the Jathedar of Takht Keshgarh Sahib,
Prof Manjit Singh, the Jathedar of Takht Damdama Sahib,
Giani Kewal Singh, and the Head Granthi of the Akal Takht,
Giani Bhagwan Singh. They have been so treated for their
seeming proximity to Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) chief Bibi Jagir Kaur, who had also been
excommunicated through a hukumnama issued earlier. Bibi
Kaur’s continued defiance of the hukumnama foreclosed any
chance of a compromise as had been hoped last Sunday.
Though her position was initially supported by a number of |
Sikh intellectuals, the entire SGPC executive has since |
appeared before the Akal Takht in an implicit endorsement of
its decision, Moreover, her manoeuvrability has been further
restricted by the fact that the SGPC has to meet in a few days
to conduct important business including the passage of its Rs
100-crore budget.

Whatever the outcome of the present confrontation, the tur-
moil is bound to affect the position of Chief Minister Parkash
Singh Badal. Both Bibi Kaur and Giani Puran Singh are Mr
Badal’s nominees — and he will be hard put to side with either
without damaging his own support base. Though the conflict
between the two prominent figures in the Sikh politico-reli-
gious leadership came into the open with Bibi Kaur’s decision
to celebrate Guru Gobind Singh's birthday in January in what
she claimed was in accordance with the Nanakshahi calendar,
the differences between the two apparently ran even deeper.
Mr Badal’s decision to induct Giani Puran Singh as the Akal
Takht Jathedar after replacing Ranjit Singh last year had been
marked by an unseemly controversy. Any further unfortunate
incidents will hurt the Sikh community’s confidence in the
functioning of these institutions. As past experience has
shown, the kind of tension that prevails in times of such dis-
putes is usually taken advantage of by the subversive elements.
Mr Badal will have to act with considerable tact and circum-
spection, therefore, to ensure that the situation does not get
out of hand and that the differences between his two proteges

are resolved without any further loss of time.

- -
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- RSS as a threa

ALTHOUGH ATAL Behari Vajpayee did not have much&hf—
ficulty in countering the first challenge to his Government
from within the Sangh parivar during the BJP’s national exec-
utive meeting in Bangalore in the winter of 1999, the latest
change of guard in the RSS is bound to revive uncomfortable
memories of that encounter. Among those who had defended
the Government at the time was Madan Lal Khurana who had
even referred to the presence of “pseudo-Hindutva” elements
in the parivar while L.K. Advani had noted that certain activi-
ties had given the Hindutva forces an image of intolerance. If
the moderates had their way then, the reason may have been,
first, the reluctance of the hardliners to endanger the
Government and, second, the rapport which apparently exist-
ed between Mr Vajpayee and the toPmost RSS legder, the ail-
ing Rajendra Singh. \ !
Now with K. Sudarshan, who has the reputa i
hardliner, replacing Mr Singh, there is speculation
truce achieved in Bangalore following Mr Vajpayee’y appeal to
leave the Government alone will be jeopardised. Although Mr
Sudarshan has acknowledged the compulsions of coalition pol-
i itics which restrict the Government’s scope for following the
Hindutva line, even his forceful articulation of the RSS agen-
da may put the Government under pressure. Although there is
nothing new in what he has said, the reiteration is still likely to
jolt the Government’s friends into realising the retrogressive
| nature of the organisation which stands at the head of the pari-
var. Whether it is the economy (where, of course, the views of
the right and the left tend to coincide) or the perceived need
to change the Constitution drastically or the spread of Western
habits or the role of minorities, it is clear that the RSS contin-
ues to occupy the most extreme position on the right of the
political spectrum. Even the slightest concession to any of its
demands, so righteously made by the new chief, cannot but
| inflict irreparable damage on the multicultural Indian society.
i Mr Vajpayee has already let it be known that so far as the
policies of globalisation are concerned, the Government will
accept pressure from no one. As a moderate and the tallest of
all politicians today who is regarded with respect by all politi-
cal segments, he can be expected to counter the pressures on
the other issues as well. The dangerously divisive RSS agenda
may even serve to bring him closer to his allies in the NDA.
! But the point is not whether the agenda is implemented. It is
that such a regressive programme poses a grave threat to the
country, apart from being a threat to the Government, That an
organisation, known for its proximity to the largest ruling party
and may haye not a few closet supporters in it, can flaunt the
sectaryya{énda so brazenly is a cause for concern.
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After Chattisgarh, now
they want %1\$Vindhy% state’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE G\( d

BHOPAL, March 13. -
Creation of a Chhattisgarh
state is sure to open the flood-
gates for similar statehood
demands from other regions of
Madhya  Pradesh. The
Assembly Speaker, Mr
Sriniwas Tiwari, who hails
from Rewa district of the
Vindhya region, has already
begun rallying support across
the political spectrum to seek
statehood for the region.

The draft Bill on formation of
the Chhattisgarh state was
tabled in the Assembly on 9
March for approval, and within
hours in the evening, the 74-
year-old two-term Speaker con-
vened an all-party meeting of
legislators from the region,
including Independents, to dis-
cuss a separate Vindhya
Pradesh.

The meeting had been attend-
ed by 35 of the 43 MLAs repre-
senting ?aregipn, Mr Tiwari
later said. He said there was a
virtual consensus among the

MLAs in favour of a separate
state.

“If the Chhattisgarh state
comes into existence, nothing
will stop the creation of
Vindhya  Pradesh”, he
declared, adding that the lead-
ers, irrespective of partylines,
had all agreed on the need for
a mass movement across the
Vindhya region to press for
statehood.

The people of the Vindhya
region were not ready for the
region’s inclusion in Madhya
Pradesh when the state came
into being in 1956, the Speaker
recalled.

He was then affiliated to the
Socialist Party and involved in
the movement against the
Vindhya region’s merger with
Madhya Pradesh.

He said the proposed Vindhya
Pradesh would comprise nine
districts — Datia, Panna,
Chhattarpur, Tikamgarh,
Rewa, Shahdol,{Imariya, Sidhi

and Satna 5 @gd pine Lok ,

Sabha and 64 Assembly con-
stituencies.
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On 10 March, the state
Assembly passed by voice-vote
a private member’s resolution
for formation of a separate
Vindhya state.

Moved by a Congress mem-
ber, Mr Shivmohan Singh and
a BJP MLA, Mr Ramakant
Tiwari, the resolution said the
Madhya Pradesh government
should take necessary steps to
pave the way for creation of a
Vindhya Pradesh and should
urge the Centre to play the role
of a facilitator.

Vociferous statehood demands
are also likely from some other
culturally disparate regions of
Madhya Pradesh such as
Bundelkhand, Mahakaushal,
and Malwa.

A Jabalpur-based organisa-
tion, the Madhya Pradesh
State Reorganisation
Movement Committee, has
argued that culturally and in
terms of a separate regional
identity, Bundelkhand,

Mahakaushal, and Malwa are

no less homogeneous than the
Chhattisgarh region.




/& THE RSS GETS A NEW CHIEF
<™

THE APPOINTMENT OF Mr. K. S. Sudarshan as
sarsanghchalak of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) may not lead to any substantive
changes in the course of the outfit given its
structured nature and its well-defined ideolog-
ical direction. Nevertheless, the change does
assume significance in the context of Mr. Su-
darshan’s own reputation for being a hardliner
within the RSS, critical even of the “‘tactical”
compromises made by the BJP in recent years.
In the context of the growing sense of unease
arising out of the inability of the BJP to push
the sangh’s own agenda — the developments
involving the Gujarat Government's order lift-
ing the ban on government employees associ-
ating with the RSS, for instance — the
prathinidhi sabha and the change of guard at
Nagpur assume significance. Going by the very
structure of the RSS — in which the sarsangh-
chalak alone leads the organisation and his
word is treated as a command by the cadre —
Mr. Sudarshan’s appointment serves as a

ointer to the RSS pursuing its own agenda far
more vigorously than anytime in the recent
past. Mr. Sudarshan’s taking over the reins of
the RSS is bound to have an impact on the
dynamics of the BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance.

It is indeed a fact and not just an impres-
sion that the BJP is among the organs around
the RSS; and the RSS does not merely lend
a helping hand to the party but guides
| its course systematically. For all the protesta-
tions by Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee and the oth-
ers in the party or the allies in the NDA, the RSS
treats the BJP as one of the 40 organisations
created by it; the ABVP, the Hindu Jagran
Manch, the VHP and the Swadeshi Jagran

Manch are some such outfits. \

Mr. Rajendra Singh as sarsang
{during the past six years) was willing to\con-
sider the BJP’s “difficulties” in pushing\the
Hindutva agenda to the extent the RSS would
have wanted; he had no qualms in letting the
BJP put on hold its stance on Article 370 of the
Constitution, the Common Civil Code and the
Ram mandir agenda in Ayodhya. Mr. Sudar-
shan was among those who did not approve of
such ‘“‘pragmatism.” The stress laid by the RSS
general secretary, Mr. H. V. Seshadri, at the
Nagpur meet, just after Mr. Sudarshan was
anointed, that it was high time Article 370 was
scrapped (he is reported to have described Ar-
ticle 370 as ‘“‘the springboard for separatist de-
signs”) and the strident positions Mr.
Sudarshan himself took on this issue as well as
on some other core issues of the RSS suggest a
sharper thrust on the part of the organisation
in relation to the BJP.

All these are of concern not just in the con-
text of ensuring the survival of the BJP-led re-
gime at the Centre, as it manifested in the case
of the Gujarat Government's order where
some of the allies expressed their difficulty to
vote with the Government in the event of a
censure motion in the Lok Sabha. A more stri-
dent RSS pushing its exclusivist agenda is an
undeniable threat to the cohesion and integra-
tion of Indian civil society. The havoc caused
by the sangh parivar’s campaign in the past —
the trail of violence left behind by the Ayodhya
campaign — has traumatised the national psy-
che. The likelihood of the sangh pursuing more
openly its exclusivist agenda and pressuring
the BJP to go along with that has only in-
creased.

THE HINDU
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/ (\\,\\/ Nagpur Calling £ Ry

Bad news for Vajpayee” says a headline in this newspaper, referring
to K S Sudarshan’s elevation as the new sarsanghchalak of the RSS.
The reading is not incorrect. Mr Sudarshan has a mind of his own, and
an ideologically tough mind at that. The RSS’s first Kannada brahmin
chief may seem an aberration in an organisation not known to favour
the deep south. Nonetheless, Mr Sudarshan is rooted firmly in the RSS
belief structure which is what decides who matters how much in the
parivar. If anything, the fear about the ‘new man in’ is that he will be
more inflexible in his relations with the BJP. At a recent function to ho-
nour ‘nationalist’ journalists, Mr Sudarshan and Atal Bihari Vajpayee
had openly disagreed. Expounding on the now-familiar ‘India versus
Bharat’ theme, Mr Sudarshan said that whereas Bharat was a civilisa-
tional concept, India was a gift from the departing British. Bharat was
one united nation; India was many nations in one. Bharat was held to-
gether by a single strong culture; India argued for multi-culturalism.
Then came the tricky bit. Mr Sudarshan wondered how any self-re-
specting country could allow English to co-exist with its own national
langnage. Of the BJP’s two dozen allies in government, there are sever-
al who cannot and will not speak Hindi, much less accept it as the sole
national language. Should Mr Vajpayee tell Mr Karunanidhi to corre-
spond in Hindi, he will have a mini revolt on his hands. Little wonder
then that at the same meeting the prime minister asked the RSS not to
cross the Laxman rekha.

The obvious question that arises from this is: Will the RSS further en-
large its role under Mr Sudarshan? In the nearly two years that Mr Vaj-
payee has been in office, he has had many run- ins with the RSS, includ-
ing that time in December 1998 when the sangh bristled at the govern-
ment’s pro-liberalisation moves. Reflecting the outrage, the RSS week-
ly, Panchjanya, in fact, warned Mr Vajpayee against taking sangh sup-

Agort for granted. The crisis blew over thanks to the excellent rapport

etween Mr Vajpayee and Rajendra Singh, RSS chief at that time. In-
deed, the personal equation between the two men has been instrumen-
tal in keeping RSS-BJP tensions under control. Mr Sudarshan, on the
other hand, is a die-hard Swadeshi. The incident may have faded from
memory but it was Mr Sudarshan’s midnight call that ensured the ex-
clusion of Jaswant Singh and Pramod Mahajan from Mr Vajpayee’s
earlier cabinet. The latest news from Nagpur confirms the worst fears
about Mr Sudarshan: under the new chief’s stewardship the RSS has
passed a resolution expressing “concern about economic policies of the
current government”. However, the RSS is also a pragmatic body. Mr
Sudarshan would most certainly know the consequences of pushing
Mr Vajpayee too far. A BJP government, liberalisation and all, is better
for the RSS than an inimical Congress government headed by a for-
eign-born woman. The Vajpayee government can expect a lot more
pinpricks, though. In the end, only a conscious moving away from the
influence of the RSS can save the BJP. For as the DMK and the Left
parties have demonstrated, power and ideological rigidity cannot
go together.
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S chie'/f puts
Vajpayee Govt.

qp | O Totice
NAGPUR, MARCH 11. The new RSS

chief, Mr. K.S. Sudarshan, today
put the BjP-led Central Govern-
ment on notice on economic re-
forms, saying the Prime Minister,
Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, should bring in
economic advisers who believed
in ‘swadeshi’ concept.

. |2

At his first press conferepce, a
day after he was appointed the or-
ganisational chief, Mr. Sudgrshan
also claimed that despite prgssure
from allies, the Vajpayee Govern-
ment was in favour of construc-
tion of Ram temple at Ayodhya
but the pending litigation in High
Court had stalled it.

“Vajpayee should induct in his
advisory team economists with a
new thinking such as those who
believed in Gandhian philoso-
phy,” he said.

Mr. Sudarshan said the RSS be-
lieved in ‘swadeshi’ concept that
did not necessarily mean accept-
ing only domestic goods.

The present  Constitution

. should be “scrapped and re-

t

placed with a new one based on
the aspirations of the Indians”, he

THE HINDU
1 2ZMAR 200

| said. — PT1, UNI
Details on Pa;@(



/S/tandoff on RSS

HT COrrespondenq/ \&Bf
New Delhi, March 10

THE STANDOFF between the
ruling party and the Opposition
over Bihar and RSS issues contin-
ued to block proceedings in
Parliament. However, it was
Speaker G.M.C. Balayogi's ruling
on the RSS issue that led to the
adjournment of the Lok Sabha this
afternoon.

When the House reassembled as
it was adjourned after six minutes
in the morning, a relentless
Opposition pressed for a discus-
sion on RSS. But the Speaker
ruled that their notices under rule
193 and 184 had become infructu-
ous after the Gujarat Government
withdrew its circular lifting the ban
on its staff joining the controver-
sial organisation,

Mr Yerran Naidu, who was in the
chair, read the Speaker's ruling.
He told the House that a notice
under rule 193, submitted to the
Speaker on Feb 28, and rule 184,
jubmitted on March 8, had

become infructuous. He, howe
said that a notice under rule 19
submitted by Mr Priya Ranjan Das
Munshi, Chief Whip of the
Congress, on the activities of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Bajrang
Dal and the RSS was under the
consideration of the Speaker. A
notice on withdrawal of publica-
tion of two volumes of "Towards
Freedom" series by eminent histo-
rians of Indian Council of
Historical Research (ICHR) was
also under consideration.

SP leader Mulayam Singh Yadav
said the House should urgently
take up the RSS issue since its
activities posed a threat to the
unity and integrity of the country.
This sparked off a slanging match
between Mr Yadav and BIP's
Madan Lal Khurana, who wanted
an assurance from the Opposition
that they would hear him after Mr
Yadav. In the ensuing din, the
Speaker adjourned the House to
meet again after the weekend.

Earlier, Mr Yerran Naidu
allowed the Ministers to lay the

11

issue
\

N .
continu

WA

, / papers. There were uproarious

scenes amidst trading of charges
between the Opposition and the
treasury benches. While the
Opposition especially the RID
members raised the issue of pro-
priety of the Governor in inviting
the NDA to form the Government
in Bihar, the ruling party members
expressed concern that the House
could not transact business.

The Lok Sabha had to be
adjourned earlier six minutes into
the question hour when the
Opposition raised the issue of
horse trading in Bihar where Mr
Nitish Kumar is to move a motion
of confidence in his ministry.

In the Rajya Sabha, as soon as
the House assembled this morning,
Mr Naresh Yadav and Ms Saroj
Dubey (both RID) and several
Congress members were on their
feet raising the Bihar issue.

Mr Yadav waved a newspaper,
which carried a report alleging "the
NDA was indulging in buying legis-
lators to mobilise support for the
Nitish Kumar government".



~Sudarshan takes
over as RSS chief

ggur, March 10 H/{ ]

K.S. SUDARSHAN was today
appointed as the new chief of the
Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh
(RSS), succeeding Rajendra Singh
alias Rajju Bhaiyya, who stepped
down due to ill health. {

Kuppahali Seetarainaiyah
Sudarshan, an electronif and
telecommunication enginger by
education, was inducted iffto the
top post of the organisationlon the
opening day of the triennial three-
day Akhil Bhartiyratinidhi Sabha,
the RSS governing body.

Addressing about 1,500 dele-
gates, Rajju Bhaiyya said he was
stepping down after six years of
stint as the “sarsanghchalak”
(chief) in view of his deteriorating
health since last year.

He said the second-in-command
or “sarkaryawah” of the RSSH V
Seshadri was also not keeping
good health and had hence
declined to accept the responsibili-
ty. The choice, therefore, fell on
Sudarshan, who brought with him
“maturity and vast experience” to
lead the organisation, Rajju
Bhaiyya said. ‘

The outgoing RSS chief then
invited Sudarshan to the dais, who
sought blessings from him and
Seshadri before occupying the
“highest chair.” Sudarshan
felicitated with a shawl by j
Bhaiyya. -

Presenting the annual report,
general secretary Seshadri hit out
at Pakistan for unleashing a proxy
war against India in Kashmir by
spreading the tentacles of its intel-
ligence agency, the ISI, in strategic
border areas and sensitive Muslim-
dominated localities.

He lamented that the demand of
the Jammu and Kashmir Cabinet
for autonomy to the State and
reversal to pre-1953 status was
only a step away from making it a
totally independent Muslim State
like Pakistan.

Seshadri said it was high time
that all national parties rose above
their “parochial” political interests
to decide on doing away with
Article 370, which had become the
“springboard” for anti-national
forces to further their separatist
designs.

Commenting on the situation in J
and K, he said the “systematic” ter-
rorist attacks in Doda had severely
depleted the Hindu population
there and same situation prevailed
in Rajouri and Poonch sectors.

Later, Rajju Bhaiyya reiterated
his resolve to continue to "guide"
the RSS despite his failing health.

The new incumbent Sudarshan,
in his address, said a leader can not
achiéve success individually and
as to depend on his team for
meeting goals. He would follow
such traditions laid down by his

predecessors. (PTI )/
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| Najpayee and t
. 0 \/7 By Harish Khare ”/\\ ‘;%buzz

NEW DELHI, MARCH 10. For the past two daysith
in the Central Hall has been that after the K&éshubhai
Patel Ministry’s retreat on the ‘“RSS/state\govern-
meht employees circular” the Prime Minister, Mr.
A.B. Vajpayee, stands weakened. This question of the
Prime Minister-RSS equations comes into sharper
focus, now that the RSS has decided to have a change
of guard.

However, those who know Mr. Vajpayee as well as
know the “‘socio-cultural”’ organisation are inclined
to believe that the new RSS chief, Mr. K.S. Sudar-
shan, would find it difficult to dominate the RSS-PM
relationship. For one thing, it is pointed out that the
retiring chief, Prof. Rajinder Singh, had enjoyed a
high moral stature, which Mr. Sudarshan would take
time to match. Despite his ill-health in the past few
years, ‘‘Rajju Bhaiya” was able to command unques-
tioned authority in the organisation.

Secondly, Mr. Sudarshan is younger to Mr. Vaj-
payee; and, though he has the reputation of being an
“ideologue”, no one is inclined to bet one’s money
that he would be able to get the better of the Prime
Minister of the day. Mr. Vajpayee has the advantage
of the being the “incumbent”, a man with a badge of
“popular mandate”’, while Mr. Sudarshan will take
time to find his feet.

-~

w RSS order

Even before the change of guard in Nagpur, it had

._-been noted that it was the Prime Minister who wrote

the script for Mr. Keshubhai Patel’s retreat on the
RSS issue. Mr. Vajpayee wanted the Gujarat order
rescinded; it cannot be easily overlooked that the
RSS leadership had no hesitation or difficulty in issu-
ing ‘‘a statement of unconcern”. Anyone closely fol-
lowing the Gujarat Government drama cannot miss
the fact that it was the Prime Minister who was call-
ing the shots.

Nonetheless, even if Mr. Vajpayee will continue to
have the upper hand vis-a-vis the RSS leadership, it
is most likely that the new ‘“‘sarsanghchalak” would
want to activise the organisation. After all, Prof. Ra-
jinder Singh'’s ili-health these past few years did slow
the organisation down; but, now the RSS observers
believe that the priority for Mr. Sudarshan will be to
rework sharply defined “Hindutva” themes into the
organisation's activities.

In any case, the RSS observers argue now that the
Congress(I) under Ms. Sonia Gandhi has taken a stri-
dent anti-RSS line, the organisation would have no
compunction in returning the compliment. And,
these observers believe that the Congress(I) is quite
vulnerable on the charge of being “anti-Hindu.”

That is the next battle the RSS is/lielj?r,kf fight, with-

out bothering about Mr. Vajpayeg’s"compulsions.

THE HINDU
11 MAR 2000




Backtrack 0 RSS

It could have been a story foretolé considering that the Parhame tary
uproar over the RSS made for only one possible ending — withdrawal
of the Gujarat government order permitting government employees to
join the sangh. The BJP might have gone out to invite the headache,
judging by the haste with which it proceeded on a matter involving the
sensibilities of its allies. Had it been merely the opposition that the BJP
was up against, it is a sure bet that it would have breezed through the
trouble. With the allies on its side, any vote in the House was bound to
have gone in the party’s favour. But clearly that wasn’t so. For all the
claims of BJP spokespersons that the NDA as a whole was united on the
issue, the opposite would seem to have been the case: The allies were un-
easy in the extreme about standing up for the RSS. Slowly but surely the
*murmurs began, first from the TDP and then from the Trinamool Con-
gress. With the opposition and as many as four former prime ministers
Joining in, the chorus inevitably became a clamour. The recap of the dra-
ma over, only one question remains to be asked: Why did the BJP take
so long to do what absolutely had to be done? For days together the
prime minister and his deputy clung to the logic that the RSS was a cul-
tural organisation. If that only kept the focus on the RSS, it helped even
less that the government passionately quoted the sanctity of federal rela-
tions. It was not the Centre that was being asked to give the Gujarat gov-
ernment a talking to. The word was meankto go from the- JP at the
Centre to the BJP in Gujarat. QW qa Q‘b/

In the event, the long-delayed climbdown'has cost the BJP a goo
of its prestige. As the irreverent will doubtless say : Mr Vajpayee has egg
all over his ‘masked’ face. It should be evident to even the politically
naive that the final act in this long drawn-out drama came courtesy hec-
tic behind-the-scene negotiations. And inescapably any number of
‘grand conspiracy’ theories are doing the rounds. Was it a battle between
the hardliners (Advani) and softliners (Vajpayee)? Did the BJP plan the
controversy to test how far the allies can be pushed? It is difficult to say
for certain, especially since the BJP is deemed to be adept at formulating
strategems. Regardless of the truth, what is important though is that the
party learn the right lessons from it: There is simply no way it can push
through a saffron agenda in a country nurtured on multi-culturalism.
The minorities are so integral to the concept of India that without their
support not one party can hope to come to power. Even the BJP needs
them indirectly — via its allies. This explains why the constituents of the
NDA will not go beyond a point in backing the BJP. The consequences
are already visible in Bihar where the NDA finished behind the
Rashtriya Janata Dal despite forging a spectacular alliance against it.
In now losing out the speakership to the opposition in Bihar, the
NDA has suffered a further defeat. If this has anything to do with the
setback the BJP has received on the RSS issue, then, that could well be
a warning op(ﬂings to come.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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Gujarat

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 9 M '\"

THE BHARATIYA Janata Party
(BJP) while giving a clean chit to
the Gujarat Government for issu-
ing the controversial order allowing
its employees to take part in the
RSS activities, today blamed the
Opposition for raking up a "non-
issue" to hide their own failures.
Speaking to mediapersons, BJP
spokesperson M.Venkaiah Naidu
today defended the Gujarat
Government's decision by stating
that "they were Constitutionally,
politically and legally right" in hav-
ing issued such an order.
However, it was only due to BJP's
serious concern to ensure smooth
functioning of Parliament — the
highest democratic institution —
that the party took an initiative for

Gov

’Lyvithdrawal of the order.

7 Hailing the RSS for its "patriotic
and philanthropic deeds", Mr
Naidu said that denying a person
employment due to his social phi-
sophy was considered as a nega-
tion of human rights the world
over. This view was held by many

RSS Issue

High Courts.

It was in the backdrop of this
recognised fact that the Gujarat
Government had allowed its
employees to take part in RSS
activities.

"Any amount of disinformation
campaign against the RSS has not
affected its progress. In fact, it has
emerged more stronger after such
controversies", he added.

t did no wrong: BJP

Criticising the Opposition partic-
ularly the Congress, for their irre-
sponsible behaviour, Mr Naidu
said that adoption of "undemocra-
tic" means by them to paralyse the
Parliament's functioning was an
outcome of their frustration on
account of total rejection by the
people and growing popularity of
the Vajpayee Government and the
BJP Government in Gujarat.

When asked whether rescinding
of the order by Gujarat
Government was a defeat for the
NDA Government and the BJF, he.
further maintained that this deci-
sion was taken to resolve the stale-
mate as the entire nation was con-
cerned about Parliament's func-
tioning having come to a standstill.

"We hope that the Opposition
will come back to discussion and
discharge their responsibility.”

THE HINDUSTAN TMED
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BJP to prevail upon Gujaraf on

Anil Anand
New Delhi, March 7

BOWING TO the wishes of its
allies, the BJP has agreed to pre-
vail upon the Gujarat Government
to withdraw -the controversial
order permitting its employees to
take part in RSS activities.

Party general secretary Venkaiah
Naidu confirmed that efforts were
being-made by the BJP to break
the Lok Sabha impasse following
the Opposition’s refusal to discuss
the issue under Rule 193. The
Opposition wy{ a discussion

under Rule 184 with a voting pro-
vision.

More than the Opposition, pres-
sure mounted by the National
Democratic  Alliance (NDA)
seems to have forced the party to
pursue this line. This suggestion
was made by allies like the Telugu
Desam Party and Trinamool
Congress at an NDA meeting con-
vened by the Prime Minister today.

Naidu said that he was in touch

with the BJP’s Gujarat unit to

“gauge” its mood. “As a responsi-
ble party we have decided to take
an initiative to break the logjam,”

-
he added. A

Observers feel this is a face-sav-
ing device by the BJP to get out of
a tricky situation created by the
Opposition and its allies. The BJP
was caught off guard with an
adamant Opposition stalling the
Lok Sabha for over a week. Its
allies have said they would not sup-
port the Government if it agreed
to a discussion under Rule 184.

Naidu, however, said RSS chief
Rajendra Singh’s statement dis-
tancing the organisation from the
Gujarat Government decision had
paved the way for the BJP to take a

RSS

.
poli?}c%,izitiative to end the crisis.
Singhlhad said yesterday that the

'

organisation was “unconcerned” '

about the State Government order
to lift the ban on its employees par-
ticipating in RSS activities.
Speculation has been rife that the
BJP worked out a deal with the
RSS to help the State Government
rescind its order. Even the theory
propagated by NDA partners ask-
ing the BJPto tackle the issue at a
political level by keeping the
Centre aside, was understood to be
in tandem with the BJP-RSS plan
to end the stalemate.
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e

provides
a face-saving
pformula?,

\/\ By Harish Khare

NEW DELH!, MARCH 6. The stage Nas
been set for a resolution of
impasse over the Gujarat Goverh-
ment’s order permitting its e
ployees to participate in RSS
activities. As expected, the RSS
chief, Mr. Rajendra Singh issued a
statement of unconcern from
Nagpur, more or less suggesting
that the organisation would have
no objection should Gujarat
chose to rescind its pro-RSS
move.

However, Mr. Haren Pandya,
the Minister of State for Home in
the Keshubhai Ministry, told The
Hindu that the RSS chief’s state-
ment was unlikely, as of now, to
prompt the Government to re-
scind its order of January 3. “Our
stand remains unchanged.”

On the other hand, the official
sources here were hopefully
pointing out that the logic of the
RSS chief’s statement of today
was that the Keshubhai Patel
Ministry should help the Prime
Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, cut
his political losses on the issue;
otherwise, it is pointed out, where
was the need for the statement.

In his statement, helpfully
made available here, the RSS chief
Eé}i(ed the Gujarat Government’s

rrectness in undoing the earlier
order; but, he also pointed out
that “‘the RSS had not sought the
withdrawal of the circular prohib-
iting Government employees
from participating in its activities,
because RSS work has never been
dependent on any Government’s
attitude, positive or negative, to-
wards it.”

Mr. Singh acknowledged that a
number of political parties were
needlessly making the RSS “a
scapegoat”. As Mr. Singh sees it,
these political parties are flirting
with failure and redundancy and
are therefore making the RSS the
focus of their activities, to the ex-
tent of paralysing the function of
Parliament. Mr. Singh notes: “We,
of the RSS, would like to be out-
side the vortex of contentious pol-
itics.”

The BJP central leaders are like-
ly to use the RSS statement help
the Gujarat Government find a
honorable way out of the impasse
at the Centre. Mr. L.K. Advani has
already forcefully argued that the
Centre could not Constitutionally
issue any directive or advice to
Gujarat. Hence, there would be
considerable back-room consul-
tation and persuasion before
Gandhinagar can condescend to
accommodate New Delhi.
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The Times of{\ndia News Service

NEW DELHI:\Despite a palpable
uneasiness in thd Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) over the Keshubhai
Patel government’s hasty decision
withdrawing the ban on its employ-
ees’  participation  Rashtriya
- Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) activi-
ty, the party’s central leadership has
ruled out any move to pressurise
the state to rescind the order.

Clearly embarrassed by the
Gujarat government’s “unwar-
ranted” move which has triggered
the Opposition boycott of the Lok
Sabha for over a week now, the
BJP leadership, however, does not
seem willing to ask Mr Patel to
review the order which would
amount to reimposition of the ban.

“The party central leadership is
not contemplating any move to
instruct the Mr Patel to withdraw
the ban,” BJP vice-president
Jagdish Mathur told this newspa-
per on Sunday.

He said home minister L.K.
Advani’s statement in Parliament
that the Centre would not send
any directive to the state govern-
ment had put an end to the issue.

However, as BJP sources indi-
cate, the party’s top leadership has
not only been annoved with Mr
Patel’s decision, it has actually
snubbed him in no uncertain
terms.

Mr Patel who was scheduled to
visit Delhi to participate in a pro-
gramme earlier this week, was
asked by the party leadership to
cancel his trip so that his possible
remarks to the national media did
not exacerbate the issue.

There is a feeling in party circles
that Mr Patel has come to repre-
sent a new tendency of apparent
RSS appeasement as a cover for
failings on other fronts. The
Vajpayee government had to suf-
fer severe embarrassment over the
state’s inept handling of the com-

ve topressure Gujaral
‘revoke order on RSS

munal situation in Dangs provok-
ing critical publicity in the interna-
tional media.

Party sources, however, discount
any possibility of a change of lead-
ership in Gujarat.

At view has found support in the
BJP that instead of telling the state
government to review its order,
the party should face the situation
in Parliament. “Not a single
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) constituent will let the
government fall on this issue,”
remarked a party functionary
claiming as soon as the Telugu
Desam MPs were back from cam-
paigning in municipal polls in
Andhra Pradesh, the government
would be ready to face voting in
the Lok Sabha on this issue.

The NDA partners are meeting
on Monday morning to discuss the

situation arising out of the contin-
uing stalemate in the Pfuse over
the RSS issue. g
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Sdmata to take
pro-Govt stan
on RSS issue

— \
HT Correspondent :
New Delhi, March 5 \/\(\/ AA\AL

\J

THE SAMATA Party has come clear thay it
would vote in support of the government if the
contentious question of Gujarat State emplo:
ees joining the RSS is put to vote in the Lok
Sabha. "We will vote against any motion to cen-
sure the Government this issue because the
Centre has upheld federalism by choosing not
to intervene in the matter”, party president Jaya
Jaitly said today.

"We agree with the Prime Minister that a state
subject should not be used to disrupt
Parliament proceedings”, she said. The Samata
Party had earlier walked the tightrope on this
question and had disagreed with the BJP's view
that the RSS is a cultural organisation.

Ms Jaitly said the government employees ide-
ally should not be part of any non-governmen-
tal organisation regardless whether it was
involved in culture or politics. But since other
states began turning a blind eye to civil servants
joining political organisations, the RSS should
not be singled out. She singled out the Left par-
ties in this context saying "Why don't people
question them?"

The Samata president recalled that prior to
the 1999 elections, a number of NGOs had
taken out advertisements in newspapers asking
people not to vote for the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA). "A uniform yardstick should
be used. The opposition parties should not
expect us to believe that joining other organisa-
tions is all right but not the RSS", she said.

At the NDA meeting convened by the Prime
Minister tomorrow to discuss the RSS and bud-
getary slashes on fertilizer subsidies, the
Samata Party is expected to take a pro-govern-
ment stand. "We think downsizing of subsidies
is necessary. The Finance Minister has

announced a number of pro-poor policies also",
Ms Jaitly said.




BJP ‘deal’: Gujarat Govt'may

withdraw order on

Anil Anand
New Delhi, March 5

USHED TO a corner by the
POpposition pressure and silent

threats by its own allies, the
Bharatiya Janata Party is understood
to have worked out a deal with the RSS
to bail out the Vajpayee Government
on the controversy over the Gujarat
Government's order lifting the ban on
its employees joining the RSS.

Although Mr Vajpayee has convened
a meeting of the National Democratic
Alliance tomorrow morning to discuss
the issue, the chances of the Gujarat
Government withdrawing the order
over the next couple of days are rated
high by BIP sources.

Significantly, these sources, while
seeking to underplay the crucial NDA
meeting, said it had nothing to do with
the RSS controversy.

"It is a routine floor management "

exercise undeptaken by the ruling
alliance dupifig Parliament segsion,

which has been blown out of propor-
tion," they claimed.

Another senior BJP leader, while
confirming that the controversial order
would be withdrawn by the State
Government, said the NDA meeting
would be dominated by budget related
issues.

Several of the NDA pariners have
been exercised over the hike in the
prices of urea and foodgrains supplied
under the Public Distribution System
(PDS). Some of them have publicly
demanded a rollback of the price revi-

/ the BJP high command,
ilg sought the RSS top brass's
consent/ 15 understood to have
broachéd the issue with Gujarat Chief
Minigter Keshubhai Patel.

nvinced that the Congress would
nof relent on the RSS issue and that
spme of its own allies were findiig it

whereby the Gujarge” Government

hSS e

would take corrective action.

It may be recalled that the
Opposition had managed to stall Lok
abha proceedings for the whole of last
eek (save for presentation of the
Union Budget), demanding that the
issue be discussed under Rule 184
which provides for voting.

On its part, the Government has
been equally firm on a general discus-
sion under Rule 193 as permitted by
Speaker G. M. C. Balayogi.

Towards the end of the week, the
Speaker had put the onus on Prime
Minister Vajpayee to resolve the
imbroglio at the earliest.

At the last meeting of NDA con-
stituents, some of the parties indicated
that they might not be able to vote in
favour of the Government if the
Gujarat issue was discussed under Rule
184.

The parties subscribing to this view
include the Telugu Desam Party,
Trinamool ~ Congress,  National
Conference and JD (U).
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By Manas Dasgupta

GANDHINAGAR, MARCH 3. The
Gujarat Government is
awaiting a clear instruction
from New Delhi on its January
3 notification giving
permission to its employees to
participate in the activities of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS).

The stalemate in
Parliament, created by the
Opposition, and the
differences among the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) partners, have left the
Keshubhai Patel Ministry
confused.

According to the Minister of
State for Home, Mr. Haren
Pandya, no instruction or
advise has come to the State
so far from either the Prime
Minister’s Office or the Union
Home Ministry, to withdraw
the controversial notification
or at least to reconsider it.
The ruling BJP, however, is
monitoring the developments
in Delhi closely to take
necessary steps to clear the
mess over the notification.

While maintaining that the
notification was “legally

‘sound and justifiable”, Mr.
Pandya, however, did not rule
out its withdrawal by the
State — if necessary and if so
advised by the Centre.
However, on its own, it is not
considering any initiative.

The ruling party is worried
that the withdrawal of the
notification under pressure
from the Opposition at the

~"Centre would not only be
frowned upon by the RSS —
whose support is vital for the
BJP’s electoral successes —
but would also antagonise a
large number of people in the

reacted to the decision.

In addition to giving their
approval to the notification
through ballot boxes in the
municipality and two
Assembly by-elections, many

eople have also publicly

upported the move. The RSS,

t least in Gujarat, is no
longer a taboo and the people
do not hesitate to come out
openly in its favour. The
withdrawal of the notification
at this stage could disappoint
many of its supporters and
turn them against the party.

The State BJP, however, is
aware of the mess its decision
has created for the party’s
central leadership. This
experience has forced the
State Government to drop like
a hot potato a proposal to
grant similar permission to
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) and a few other
organisations. This was under
considerations earlier.

Government sources
maintained that though the
Union Home Ministry was
“consulted” on the Central
tribunal’s remarks on the RSS
as a social organisation, it had
neither sought the Centre’s
advice nor discussed the issue
with it before issuing the
notification. It was not even
discussed in the State Cabinet
and was issued as a “routine”
matter.

Even the State Congress(I)
failed to realise its
implications initially and its
first protest came more than a
fortnight laier. Except for a
public meeting addressed by
the party president, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi, on the Gandhi
Nirvana Day on January 30,
and an attempted gherao of
the Assembly on the opening
day of the budget session on

any other demonstration to
oppose the notification
publicly.

Even its protest in the
Assembly was rather feeble
and the Leader of the
Opposition, Mr. Amarsinh
Chaudhary, had to tender an
apology ir the House for
allegedly insu! ...g the
Governor on the RSS issue.
The party’s organisational
wing was sour over the way
the legislators made peace
with the ruling party, but the
elected members have a
different opinion about the
ground realities in the State
and feel that a persistent anti-
RSS stand may harm the
party more than do it good.

RSS issue stalls L.S.
proceedings

PTI reports from New Delhi:

Proceedings in the Lok
Sabha were thrown out of
gear on the controversial RSS
issue for the seventh
consecutive day today with
members from the Opposition
and treasury benches getting
involved in a heated verbal
duel.

Agitated Opposition
members twice stormed the
well of the House reiterating
their demand for a discussion
on the Gujarat Government’s
order lifting a ban on its
employees on joining the RSS
under a motion which would
censure the Vajpayee
Government.

In the midst of the
pandemonium, the Speaker,
Mr. G.M.C. Balayogi,
adjourned the House till 3.20
p.m.

Editorial gfi Page 10

State who had fagvourably
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he home minister, Mr L.K.Advani,

I may have given wits like Mr Mani
Shankar Aiyar a very good handle

by announcing that all his plus points are
from the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh.
His opponents might point out that he has
no plus points and therefore the RSS has
nothing to recommend it. The point, how-
ever, is a little more serious. It relates to the
entire controversy over the Gujarat gov-
ernment’s decision to lift the ban on gov-
ernment servants from joining the RSS.
Those opposed to the RSS argue that it is
nothing more than a political organization
and therefore its doors should be closed to
government employees. But the sangh
parivar does not see the

fronts of the CPI(M). Leaders oin Se asso-
ciations do more political work than their
assigned duties as government senvants.
Nobody has ever raised any quetions
about this state of things in West Bengal,
not even the Congress whose members are
the most vocal in the Lok Sabha about the
RSS in Gujarat. This blindness is rooted in
a mindset which sees the RSS as a big
bogey. There is no doubt that the RSS ped-
dles a most pernicious version of Indian
history on the basis of which it propagates
an anti-Muslim ideology. Its vision of India
runs contrary to what the Constitution
seeks to uphold. It has also been involved in
inciting violence. Many of these charges
can also be levelled at the

RSS as a political organiza-

CPI(M) which still believes

tion but as a cultural one. The debate over in revolution. This means
There is something more government servantS that the CPI(M), at least in
here than a debate regard- jOiIliIlg the RSS in’ its party programme and

ing the character of the
RSS or about the intersec-
tions between culture and

Gujarat ignores condi-
tions existing in states

rhetoric, is committed to
overturning the existing
Constitution. It has also

by 2 vory good exampte of _like West Bengal. 50 (PR
the doublespeak that af: 1hE€reisa need fora olence. This isnot to equate
gg:ts Intdian. public life. uniform guide]jne the RISS and h'che iPI(hg;’ftt‘)ut

ose attacking Mr Atal on the matter merely to show how er-

Behari Vajpayee in the Lok

ent yardsticks are applied

Sabha and disrupting pro-
ceedings in Parliament cannot by any
means be unaware that in other parts of
India government employees remain mem-
bers of political organizations or of fora
which are no more than front
organizations of political parties. There
cannot be two laws on the same issue in
India. :

In West Bengal, the entire lower rung of
the bureaucracy owes allegiance to a
forum calling itself the State Co-ordina-
tion Committee of West Bengal Govern-
ment Employees’ Associations. It is no se-
cret that this body is controlled by the Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist). Babus
who belong to the co-ordination committee
stop work, demonstrate, go slow and so
forth at the behest of the CPI(M). The com-
mittee also acts as a pressure group on the
government since it forms a cadre base and
a vote bank. Similarly, teachers in govern-
ment schools and colleges in West Bengal

" belong to various associations which are

to the two of them even
though both are devoted to fashioning an
India which would be economically, social-
1y, politically and culturally different from
the one that exists today. ‘

There is an urgent need to clarify the
confusion that prevails. There should be
one rule for all government servants join-
ing political organizations. The difficulty
here would be defining the term “politi-
cal”. There is hardly any sphere which is
not in one way or the other touched by poli-
tics. Even organizations involved in mat-
ters pertaining to environment have to en-
gage in political activity to push through
their aims. The issues are by no means sim-
ple. They need to be discussed and guide-
lines formulated. Otherwise the shadow of
a bogey will continue to disrupt the pro-
ceedings of Parliament and stall decisions
on matters of vital importance. There are
no grounds for holding that membership of
a shakha is a sin and holding a card of a
party cell is not. Both are equally political.

THE TELEGRAPH
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PPOSITION UNRELENTING; L.S. BUSINESS HANGS FIRE

- Gujarat Govt. did not
ﬂx violate any law: Advani

NEW DELH!, MARCH 2. The Union Home Minis-
ter, Mr. L.K. Advani, told the Rajya Sabha to-

day that the Gujarat Government had not

violated any law or rule by allowing its em-
ployees to participate in the activities of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and that
the Centre had no jurisdiction to issue any
directive seeking withdrawal of the controver-
sial circular even as the entire Oppogjtion
walked out in protest. y _ (e %

He was replying to an acrimonious short-
duration discussion in the House which took
almost three full days. Mr. Advani’s curt but
polite message that the Centre would not ad-
vice the Gujarat Government came after a pas-
sionate plea by the Leader of the Opposition,

Dr. Manmohan Singh, to prevail upon the
State to withdraw the circular and end the
controversy. Mr. Advani pointed out that the
Janata Party leaders ended up undermining
their own interests by raking up the dual
membership issue in 1979 and accused the
Opposition of raising the RSS issue to drive a
wedge between the BJP and the National
Democratic Alliance partners.

The Minister agreed with the views ex-

?f;upressed by the Law Mlmster Mr. Ram Jeth-

malani, that the RSS was a “reservoir of good
character and patriotism” and said all the plus
points in him could be attributed to his associ-
ation with RSS since the age of 14. At another
point, he said: “I see no reason why anyone
should complain against the RSS. This need-
less maligning of the RSS day in and day out is

THE HINDU
IMAR 200

not good.” Mr. Advani charged the Opposition
with raising the RSS issue only to weaken the
Central and the Gujarat Governments and not
to advance of the cause of secularism. Turning
to the NDA members, the Minister asserted
that the Opposition v " not succeed in its
game plan.

However, Mr. Advani hastened to add that
the Centre in its approach to governance
would entirely be guided by the Common
Minimum Programme and ideological issues
would be kept aside. The Centre had no plans
to lift the ban on its employees associating
with RSS activities. The BJP had reached its
present position not by manipulation but by
earnest appeal to people and parties who are
ideologically different. He said that barring the
Shiv Sena and the Akali Dal, no other party
was willing to touch the BJP with a bargepole
in 1996 when it emerged as the single-largest
party in the Lok Sabha. The remarkable lead-
ership of the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee, has changed it all.

Mr. Advani was at pains to emphasise that
the Gujarat Government neither consulted
nor sought the Centre’s approval before issu-
ing the RSS circular. ““We have certainly not
given any direction. At the same time, we have
certainly not advised them against such a
move.” He said that There was a difference
between a political party and an organisation
which holds political views and the RSS was
certainly not a political party. when the Presi-
dent, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, had referred the
representations he had received from various
quarters against the Gujarat Government or-
der, the Centre got the issue examined and
found that the State Government has not vio-
lated any law or rule.

In the Lok Sabha, it was yet another day of
disruption with the Opposition showing no
sign of relenting on its demand for a vote on
the issue. The Parliamentary Affairs Minister,
Mr. Pramod Mahajan’s statement that the
Centre had no role in the Gujarat Govern-
ment’s decision did not impress the Opposi-
tion. It contended that the Centre could not
run away from its responsibility,

The House met briefly in the morning but
with the Opposition in no mood to let it func-
tion, a visibly annoyed Speaker, Mr. G.M.C.
Balayogi, adjourned it till 2 p.m. A replay when
the House resumed forced Mr. Basudeb
Acharya, who was then in the Chair, to ad-
journ it again — this time for the day.

The Opposition case, argued mainly by the
Congress(I)’s Mr. Madhavrao Scindia and the
CPI(M)’s Mr. Rup Chand Pal, was that the Op-
position had cooperated with the Government
in helping it present the Railway Budget and
the Union Budget and the Speaker should now
take into account their sentiments on this ‘'ve-
ry sensitive and fundamental issue’.

Ex-PMs plea to Vajpayee: Page 13



Advani rejects

oppn.
on RSS

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Home minister
L.K. Advani on Thursday rejected
the opposition’s demand to issue a
constitutional direction to the
Gujarat government to withdraw
the controversial circular on RSS,
saying it was up to the state gov-
ernment to withdraw it.

“The circular allowing state
employees to participate in the
RSS’ activities was the Gujarat
government’s and we have no con-
stitutional authority to ask it to
withdraw it,” he told the Rajya

* Sabha. Remarking that the tirade
against the RSS was politically
motivated and aimed at destabilis-
ing the NDA government, he said
the strategy would fail.

Mr Advani’s reply to the three-
day acrimonious debate on the
issue was marred by a noisy walk-
out by the entire opposition led by
Congress leader Manmohan Singh
midway through his speech. A
lone National Conference (NC)
member Sharief-ud-Din Shariq
too walked out, supporting the
opposition demand. The NC inci-
dentally is part of the NDA. Two
other allies of the BJP, the DMK
and the TDP, who had also
opposed the circular, however, did
not join the walkout.

Mr Advani charged the opposi-
tion with making the RSS a scape-
goat in its political conspiracy born
out of desperation and frustration
at having being rejected by the
electorate. He added that by
maligning an outfit of the Sangh
Parivar the opposition was trying
to drive a wedge between the
alliance partners. “We have united
not through manipulations but on
the basis of a commonly agreed
programme and have been able to
give a good government,” he said.

Clarifying that the decision was
that of the Gujarat government,
he said the Centre was neither
consulted nor had given any
instruction to the Gujarat govern-
ment on the issue. Describing the
RSS as a reservoir of good charac-
ter, he said, “I have been a mem-
ber of the RSS since the age of 14
and all the good qualities or plus
points people say are in me are
due to what I have learnt from the
RSS and my parents.”

Meanwhile, concerned over the
week-long government-opposi-

demand

[ G\/\
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tion standoff in the Lok Sabha on
the issue, speaker G.M.C. Balayogi
on Thursday asked Prime Minister
Vajpayee to take the initiative to
break the deadlock.

As the Lok Sabha lay disrupted
for the sixth straight day over the
opposition’s demand for a discus-
sion that would allow voting on
the issue, the speaker took the
unusual step of calling the Prime
Minister to his chamber to discuss
ways to end the impasse.
Parliament sources said Mr
Balayogi had impressed upon the
Prime Minister that as the leader
of the House, he must take the ini-
tiative to resolve the crisis.

During the 20-minute meeting,
Mr Balayogi is also understood to
have stated that the demand to
convert the discussion under rule
193 to rule 184 was in the hands of
the House and as leader of the
largest party the PM should dis-
cuss it with the opposition.

Declining to give details of the
meeting between Mr Vajpayee
and Mr Balayogi,parliamentary
affairs minister Pramod Mahajan
said it was only a courtesy call.
According to NDA sources, the
government is in favour of a sim-
ple discussion on the RSS issue
under rule 193, maintaining the
matter did not concern the Centre.

At Bhopal, Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi described as “a beginning
of big danger” the Gujarat gov-
ernment’s decision on the issue.
Without naming the RSS, Ms
Gandhi charged it with “division
of the country and the assassina-
tion of Mahatma Gandhi”. “There
will be no compromise with such
forces,” she said, adding that a
nation-wide struggle had been
launched against divisive forces
and organisations.

“If a government employee
becomes part of party politics, he
will not be able to do justice to all.
It is everybody’s responsibility to
maintain the tradition of our com-
posite culture and brotherhood,”
the Congress president said.

At Jammu on Thursday, amid
vociferous opposition from the
BJP members, the state assembly,
passed a private member’s resolu-
tion that the Centre be
“approached” to persuade the
Gujarat government to change its
decision on the RSS issue.
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- RSS,issue continues

.. to haunt

By Our Special Correspondent/2

S

NEW DELHI, MARCH 1. For the fifth consecutiye day,
question hour was disrupted in the Lok Sabha, and
the Rajya Sabha was adjourned for the day]before
scheduled time as the differences between the Op-
position and the Government over the Gujarat Gov-
ernment order allowing its employees to join the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh continued unresolv-
ed.

While no official business could be transacted in
the Lok Sabha, as the Opposition insisted on a dis-
cussion on the subject under Rule 184 {(which would
require voting at the end of discussion), the Rajya
Sabha had to be adjourned abruptly amid heated
exchanges between Opposition and BJP members
on certain remarks made by Mr. Kapil Sibal (Con-
gress-1) on the views of the RSS ideologue, M.S. Gol-
walkar, on the freedom movement and
freedom-fighters.

The resumed short-duration discussion in the Ra-
jya Sabha on the move of the Gujarat Government
generated a great deal of heat right from the word
go. The Union Law Minister, Mr. Ram Jethmalani,
who could not complete his intervention in his ca-
pacity as a member of the House on Monday, once
again ended up provoking the Opposition with
some of his observations on the RSS.

So agitated were the Opposition members over
the Minister's observations that they demanded
that the Deputy Chairperson, Ms, Najma Heptullah,
adjourn the House to verify the records. However,
the Opposition members faced embarrassing mo-
ments when Ms. Heptullah returned to the House

© after a 15-minute adjournment to report that the

Minister had not made the alleged remarks.

The Opposition members, led by Mr. Pranab
Mukherjee (Congress-I) and Mr. Gurudas Das Gup-
ta (CPI), accused Mr. Jethmalani, saying that those
who consented to the partition of India had killed
Mahatma Gandhi and maintained that it amounted
to an insinuation against leaders such as Jawaharlal
Nehru and others.

Trouble erupted once again as Mr. Kapil Sibal

Parliament

(Congress-I) began reading from a book quoting a
biography of Golwalkar with the BJP members ques-
tioning the authenticity of the book. The Union
Home Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani, rose twice to assert
that the RSS has not published any such literature
and that the member was quoting from a Commu-
nist publication. With Mr. Sibal sticking to his con-
tention and the BJP seeking an apology from him,
Ms. Heptullah adjourned the House for the day.

Turmoil in Lok Sabha

The Lok Sabha remained deadlocked over the
form in which the issue should be discussed. The
House adjourned without doing any work after Op-
position members repeatedly collected in the “well”
and raised slogans. With question hour derailed for
the fifth consecutive day, the treasury benches
charged that the Opposition was holding the House
to ransom .

The House was plunged into turmoil immediately
after it assembled in the morning with the Opposi-
tion members wanting to know from the Speaker,
Mr. G.M.C. Balayogi, if he had taken a decision on
their demand. Even as the Speaker appealed for re-
straint and suggested that they should not obstruct
question hour, an agitated Mr. Pramod Mahajan,
Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, protested the
Opposition’s conduct.

The Congress(l) deputy leader, Mr. Madhavrao
Scindia, pointed out that the Opposition had coop-
erated with the Government during the presenta-
tion of the Railway Budget and the Union Budget
and it expected ‘“some reciprocity’”’. Other Opposi-
tion members also made the same point, and as the
din continued, the Speaker adjourned the House
until 2 p.m.

When it resumed, the RJD’s Mr. Raghuvansh Pra-
sad Singh was in the chair and he had a difficult
time controlling the members who trooped into the
well and chanted: “We want 184, we want 184",
After managing to get the papers tabled, he ad-
journed the House for the day.
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Allies not to back BJP
«"* on Gujarat order -\’
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By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, MARCH 1. The allies in
the National Democratic Alliance
and the supporting parties today
virtually rejected a suggestion by
the Bharatiya Janata Party that
they give a firm commitment on
voting with the Government on
the Rashtriya  Swayamsevak
Sangh issue in the Lok Sabha, if
the need arose.

In fact, one ally went so far as to
suggest that the Prime Minister
and the Union Home Minister use
their good offices with the Gujarat
Government to get the controver-
sial order on the RSS rescinded to
knock the bottom out of the con-
troversy.

At a 45-minute meeting of the
NDA and its supporting parties
here this morning, the Minister
for Parliamentary Affairs, Mr. Pra-
mod Mahajan, directly put the
question: would the allies be pre-
pared to bale out the Government
if the matter was discussed in the
Lok Sabha under a rule which al-
lowed voting on the motion at the
end of the debate?

The answer from the allies was

that the Government should in-
sist on a debate under a different
rule and not allow voting to take
place, and the lead was reportedly
taken by Mr. K. Yerran Naidu,
Leader of the Telugu Desam Par-
liamentary Party.

Clearly, the hint was that it
might become difficult for them
to vote with the Government after
the public stand taken by them
against the Gujarat order.

Besides the Telugu Desam Par-
ty, this was the stand of the Indian
National Lok Dal and the other
allies. And Mr. Vaiko, MDMK
leader, went a step further by ask-
ing why the BJP leaders could not
use their good offices to get the
Gujarat Government take back its
controversial order.

Against this background it does
not seem likely that the stalemate
between the Opposition and the
treasury benches on the RSS issue
will end quickly. The Government
has its compulsions and will con-
tinue to insist that the matter be
debated but not voted upon.

In any case, as the treasury
benches pointed out, the discus-
sion had already begun in the Lok

THE HINDU
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Sabha on a notice given by BJP
MP, Mr. Kirit Somaiya.

A senior BJP leader, who had .
attended the NDA meeting today,
was frank enough to say that
“apart from the Shiv Sena, none
of the other allies have given a 100
per cent commitment on voting
against an Opposition-sponsored
motion related to the RSS issue.”
He said “‘there is also the political
compulsion for the BJP since the
large majority of our MPs are
from the RSS.”

There are senior Government
leaders who argue that the tug-of-
war between the Opposition and
the treasury benches is unneces-
sarily leading to a situation in
which the Government could be

in danger.
“In politics, one thing leads to
another, and even if nobody

wants the Government itself to
go, the logic of the situation
sometimes takes over. Naturally,
we want to avoid such a situa-
tion.”

Finally, yet another argument
extended by the treasury benches
is that it is for the Speaker to de-
cide, and the Opposition should
not defy his ruling.



i\ Deadlock on RSS e

EVEN IF the stalling of the parliamentary proceedings almipst
every day on the RSS issue is unfortunate, there is little doubt
that the Opposition’s insistence on a debate under Rule 184
which permits voting cannot be dismissed out of hand. Thi
Opposition’s, and especially the Congress party’s, hope is tha
the voting will expose the divisions in the ranks of the ruling
coalition since it will be embarrassing for parties like the
DMK, TDP, the Akalis or the Trinamul Congress to support
the Gujarat Government’s move to allow State employees
become members of the RSS. Even if these allies of the BJP
abstain from voting, the so-called secularists will be able to
score a political point. It is an opportunity no rival of the BJP
can be expected to miss. To avoid this outcome, the BJP is
equally keen to avoid voting. It has no objection to a debate, of
course. After all, Parliament is the right forum for a consider-
ation of the controversial move by the Keshubhai Patel admin-
istration. But the BJP is obviously nervous about the dissenting
opinions that are bound to be expressed by the allies during
the debate being reflected in a vote. ,

What is more, since the combined strength of the Opposition
and the dissenters is considerable, a vote against the move in
Gujarat has the potential of causing acute discomfiture to the
Vajpayee Government. It was up to the Speaker, therefore, to
find a way out of the impasse, but so far he has not proved to
be particularly successful either in controlling the House or
persuading the two sides to reach an agreement. Yet, it should
have been obvious both to him and to the Government that the
issue will be a foremost one in the current session, not least
because it fuels the fears of the Hindutva camp taking another
step in the direction of achieving its supposedly hidden agen-
da. For the Opposition, a controversy of this nature is even
more handy to put the Government under pressure than such
contentious matters as the red-saffron debate on historical
documents and the difficulties faced by the maker of the film,
Water. As such, G. M. C. Balayogi should have had some kind
of a gameplan ready to deal with the situation. Instead, he
seems to be a helpless spectator of the daily disruptions, rou-
tinely appealing for calm and adjourning the House when he
finds that no business can be transacted. But the repeated
postponements are not enhancing his reputation for effective-
ness. And, if the Opposition’s complaints are to be believed, he

is not exactly enhancing his reputation for impartiality.

-~
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‘;ﬁo/ng bent on Rule 184 to test BJP allies

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE * )

NEW DELHI, March 1. — The
BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance is determined to block
the Congress gameplan of

bringing the RSS issue under

Rule 184 and force a vote in
Lok Sabha as there is a “possi-
bility” of the Prime Minister
resigning if the go ernment
loses the motion. /;{ A

The motion censures thé gov-
ernment for having failed to
“discharge constitutional
responsibilities” by failing

to prevail upon the Gujarat
government to. continue
with the ban on government
employees from joining RSS
activities.

The BJP is caught on the
wrong foot as by the wording
of the motion placed by
the Congress, most NDA part-
ners are not too sure what
their final stand on the
subject would be. The Telugu
Desam Party is learnt to have
refused to make a firm commit-
ment to the government till the
municipal polls in Andhra
Pradesh — due on 9 March —
are over.

Sources in the BJP said it is
being apprehended that
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee “is
likely to resign if the govern-
ment loses the motion and the
message has been conveyed
both to the allies and the
Opposition”, though he is not
legally bound to do so even if
he loses a motion under Rule
184,

It is also learnt that despite
the government vehemently

opposing the move to bring the
issue dnder Rule 184, it has
not closed the option since the
House was being unable to
functio owing to the
Opposition’s move to block pro-
ceedings over the issue.

The NDA is now trying to per-
suade the Congress and the
rest of the Opposition to
change the language of the
motion. A senior BJP minister
disclosed that feelers had been
sent to the Congress to soften
such tough words as “failure”
to “discharge constitutional
obligations” to something like
“expressing concern or regret”,
which could avoid the compli-
cations over the issue. “Failing
to discharge constitutional
responsibility would be like a
death knell,” a BJP minister
said. “Change of language
would make the motion under
Rule 184 somewhat similar to
Rule 193, under which discus-
sion is already on in Lok
Sabha.”

The Congress has not yet
given any positive signal to the
government. Party sources said
it would prefer to keep the gov-
ernment on tenterhooks till the
proposed 6 March rally at
Ramlila grounds to protest
against the Gujarat govern-
ment order lifting the RSS ban
on government employees.

After a discussion under Rule
184, the motion is put to vote,
while a discussion under Rule
193 is not tested through vot-
ing. The Congress is insisting

“on discussion under Rule 184.

“Let the nation clearly know
where the allies like Trinamul

RSS issue threat
fo PM’s chair

Congress and the TDP, who
claim to be secular, stand on
the RSS issue and whether
they support the Gujarat gov- |
ernment order or not,” said
Congress Chief Whip in Lok
Sabha, Mr Priya Ranjan Das
Munshi.

A TDP leader told The
Statesman that the party was
sticking to the BJP “under
compulsion”. He said: “We are
with the BJP for our anti-
Congress stance, but we cannot
support the government on the
RSS issue. Hence a discussion
under 193 would best suit us.”

On what the party’s stand
would be if the motion was put
to vote under Rule 184 and if
BJP’s defeat might threaten
the government’s survival, the
deputy-leader of the TDP in
Rajya Sabha, Mr S Rama
Chandra Reddy, said: “In that
case we have to consult our
leader, Mr Chandrababu
Naidu. He will have to take the
decision.”

Sources said even though the |
Janata Dal-U top brass
assured the BJP that it might
support the government if the
motion was put to vote, other
party leaders are against the
decision.

DMK and Trinamul also want
discussions under 193.
Trinamul leader Mr Sudip’
Bandyopadhyaya and TDP
leader Mr Yerranaidu said
they were supporting the gov-
ernment’s move for discussions
under Rule 193.

A RS heat over Gandhi,
Sangh: page 6
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Recongider RSS issue,

oppnt. Tequests speaker

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHL The opposition is
hopeful that speaker G.M.C. Bal-
ayogi may finally concede to their
demand for a discussion on the
RSS issue under Rule 184 which al-
lows for voting. (

Opposition sources sa &s fol-
lows a discussion within the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance (NDA) in
which it was agreed that those par-
ties opposed to the Gujarat govern-
ment order allowing government
servants to join the RSS, were free to
say so, but that they would vote with
the government against the motion.

On Tuesday, opposition leaders
— including those from Congress,
the Left Parties, RID,and SP — met
the speaker and urged him once
again to reconsider their request for
a discussion on the RSS issue in the
presence of parliamentary affairs
minister Pramod Mahajan.

The Congress pointed out that
during PV. Narasimha Rao’s pre-
miership, as many as four adjourn-
ment motions — including ones on
Charar-e-Sharif and violence in As-
sam — were admitted. This meeting
followed the successful stalling of
business in the Lok Sabha by the op-
position leading to the House being

adjourned twice. On the second oc-
casion, the House was adjourned till
2 p.m., when the Union budget was
presented.

As soon as the House met T%i;
day morning, the opposition said“
would cooperate with the chair if
he gave a specific date for the dis-
cussion under Rule 184, instead of
Rule 193, allowed by him earlier.
The speaker repeatedly appealed
to the MPs to cooperate as the mat-
ter had not been listed for Tuesday
due to the presentation of the gen-
eral budget, but to no avail. Failing
to restore order even 15 minutes af-
ter assembling, Mr Balayogi ad-
journed the house till noon.

The speaker pointed out that
Question Hour had not been taken
up for three days and normal busi-
ness should be permitted. He said
he had a “good meeting” with lead-
ers of the opposition on Monday,
and was already considering the is-
sue.“’] am looking into it,” he said.

CPM’s Somnath Chatterjee and
Rupchand Pal, Congress’ Priyaran-
jan Das Munshi and Rajesh Pilot,
Samajwadi Party’s Mulayam Singh
Yadav, and RJD’s Raghuvansh
Prasad Singh, all stressed that the
RSS issue affected the entire country.
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’Gujarat RSS
issue rocks
Pagh@ameng
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE \"" o/

NEW DELHI, Feb. 28. — The
Opposition today stalled the
proceedings of the Lok Sabha
on the RSS issue, demanding
that a censure motion be
admitted against the Centre.

The Speaker admitted a short
duration discussion under Rule
193, but the Opposition mem-
bers stalled the proceedings
demanding that the matter be
taken up under Rule 184,
which leads to a voting.

The Opposition was adamant
in disturbing the session
tomorrow tco. However, at a
meeting of senior leaders of the
Lok Sabha in the Speaker’s
chamber, the Congress leader-
ship got the impression that
Mr GMC Balayogi might admit
a motion under Rule 184

tomorrow.

Trouble began since question
hour when the Speaker
announced that he was admit-
ting motions under Rule 193
from Mrs Gita Mukherjee
(CPD) and Mr Mulayam Singh
Yadav (Samajwadi Party).

The Congress, which gave a
fresh notice for discussion
under Rule 184 protested,
resulting in suspension of
question hour. Within 15 min-
utes, the Speaker had to
adjourn the House a
bers rushed to t,

RSS:

(Continued from page 1)

finance minister did not get a
chance 1o place the Eeonomic
Survey.

The House reassembled at 2
p.m. but the Opposition forced
yet another adjournment,
though this time Mr Sinha
managed to table the Survey.’

When the Lok Sabha
reassembled at 4 p.m., Mrs
Mukherjee and Mr Yadav

withdrew their notices under .

Rule 193 and asked the
Speaker to give a ruling on the
other notices under Rule 184.
When Mr Balayogi allowed Mr
Kirit Somayva (BJP) to initiate
discussion on Rule 193, trouble
broke out. Opposition members
rushed to the Well of the
House and forced Lok Sabha to
be adjourned for the day.

In Rajyva Sabha, during a dis-
cussion on the issue, Mr Ram
Jethmalani indicated that the
Centre was unlikely to inter-
vene in the RSS controversy,
thereby virtually rejecting the
Opposition demand for such
action.

The law minister also sug-
gested that New Delhi found
little fault with what the state

government had done, and only '

the compulsions of running a
coalition government prevented
it from lifting the ban for
Central government workers.

Mr Jethmalani's intervention’

in the inconclusive debate did
not appear to be completed
when the House rose for the
day. Earlier, the Opposition
closed ranks to decry the
Gujarat order and pressed the
BJPs coalition partners to
apply requisite pressure.
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‘Govt ignores US report on
religious free%%n in India

State Department report had criticised ‘societal Wolence

HT Correspondent )( (/\’
New Delhi, February 28

29

¥ NDIA TODAY brushed asxde
the US State Department
report on its human rights
record asserting that it took no
cognisance of it.

The 1999 Report on Human
Rights Practices has quite a few
harsh words ~ about India.
Attacking the coun-

suly” us (wmle preparing the

port). We don’t respond to it.”

Apparently peeved by the harsh-
ness of the report, he said, “We
don't need to reiterate time and
again our well-known position (on
religious freedom and human
rights).

“The Constitution guarantees
human rights; These rights are
guaranteed and justiciable accord-

sations mvolved  violence against
minority commumtles

The report algo. mentions Hindu
Dharma Raksha Samiti as a “new

‘Hindu militant group” in this con-
text.

To the Government's chagrin, the
report says that the potential for
renewed Hindu-Muslim wiolence
remains “considerable” as Hindu
“extremist” groups continue to

attack Christians.

try for its “societal
violence”, it says,
“The Indian
Government policy
does not favour any
religious group but
tension between the

Muslims and
Hindus and, to a
lesser extent

between the Hindus
and Christians, con-
tinues to pose a
challenge to the sec-
ular foundations of
the state.”
“Governments at
the state and local levels too only
partially respect religious free-
dom,” the indictment reads.
Reacting strongly to media
reports quoting the report, the
afficial spokesman for the External
Affairs Ministry said, “We take no
cognisance of the report. It is an
internal exercise of the US
Government, prepared by the
State Department and meant for
the US Congress. They didn’t con-

Reacting strongly to media reports quoting the
report, the official spokesman for the
External Affairs Ministry said, “We take no
cognisance of the report. It is an internal
exercise of the US Government, prepared by
the State Department and meant for the
US Congress. They didn’t consuit us

(while preparing the report).

~ respond to it.”

~We don't

Last September,
New Delhi reacted
equally sharply to
indications that US
Ambassador-at-
large for
International
Religious Freedom
Rabert Sieple could
visit India in the
wake of the publica-
tion of a report on
religious freedom in
India and other
countties.

“The Government

ing to the law of the land and pro-
tected by the judiciary. We have a
strong framework for a secular and
democratic polity.”

What has apparently riled the
Government is the identification
of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), the main ruling party, and
its associates Rashtriya
Swayamsevak  Sangh, Hindu
Jagran Manch, Bajrang Dal and
Vishwa Hindu Parishad as organi-

and people of
India,” the External Affairs
Ministry said at the time, “reject
any intrusive exercise into how we
conduct our affairs. Those who
concern themselves with monitor-
ing religious freedor: would be
well-advised to focus their efforts
on countries which remain under
the pall of bigotry and intolerance,
where religious minorities are dis-
criminated against by law and their
freedoms progressively curtailed.”
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‘“‘Cong.(l) plans dharna,

rally agam

HpA

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 23. The Congress(I)
Parliamentary Party is planning to
stage a symbolic dharna inside
the Parliament House complex
tomorrow morning, against the
Gujarat Government order, lifting
the ban on Government employ-
ees from participating in the RSS
activities.

The Leader of the Opposition,
Ms. Sonia Gandhi, is scheduled to
address a general body meeting of
the Congress{I) MPs in the Cen-
tral Hall; she is likely to spell out
the Congress(l) preferences on
many issues before Parliament.
After the meeting, the MPs are
likely to engage in the protest. The
matter of the Gujarat order is also

likely to be raised in the two
Houses.

Outside Parliament, the Con-
gress(l) is planning a massive rally
on March 6 at the Ram Lila
ground here. Similar protests
would also be staged in various
parts of the country, according to
the party spokesperson, Mr. Ajit
Jogi. According to Mr. Jogi, the
protests would continue till the
controversial Gujarat order was

withdrawn. T&scrlpt for the rally
was given final touches at a meet-

ing of the senior leaders, which
was attended among others by
many members of the Congress(I)
Working Committee, leaders of
the Congress Legislature Parties,
Chief Ministers and pradesh pres-
idents.

Though there was considerable
speculation that the meeting
would be used by the “loyalists”
to express their faith in Ms. Sonia
Gandhi’s leadership, as it turned
out it was used by senior leaders
to praise Ms. Gandhi’s perspicac-
ity in taking up in a big way the
RSS issue.

The ball was set rolling by the
former president, Mr. Sitaram
Kesri, said he was happy that the
party was at last thinking about
the menace posed by the RSS.

Another senior leader, Mr. Ar-
jun Singh, expressed his gratitude
that Ms. Sonia Gandhi had awak-
ened the Congress activists on the
crucial issue of the RSS and its
dangers to country’s secular fab-
ric.

Both Mr. Pranab Muykherjee
and Mr. Natwar Si thought
that the Gujar er was an “‘in-

Gularat

{)L/)/\ }LV‘
tellectual challenge” and that the
Congress(I) ought to mobilise
public opinion. “It will simply not
do,” Mr. Mukherjee reportedly
asserted.

Ms. Sheila Dixit made the use-
ful suggestion that there should
be a separate enclosure for wom-
en at the March 6 rally. Expecta-
tions are ti.at neighboring States
like Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Ha-
ryana, and Delhi would contrib-
ute the maximum number of
participants to the rally. At least
the AICC establishment hopes
that the March 6 rally would be a
more impressive show than the
wash-out of January 30 in Ahme-
dabad.

UNI reports:
Adjournment motion

The Congress(I) today served a
notice on the Speaker’s office to
move an adjournment motion
against the Gujarat Government
order enabling its employees to
join the RSS. A notice on behalf of
the Congress(l) was served by its
deputy leader in the Lok Sabha,
Mr. Madhavrao Scindia, and the
chief whip, Mr. Priya Ranjan Das-
munshi.
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' NEW DELHI,

svon

y Harish Khare

B. 19. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, is
understood to have replied to the
President, Mr. K R. Narayanan in
response to a Rashtrapati Bhavan

' query on allowing the Govern-

ment employees to participate in
the activities of the Rashtriya

Swayamsewak Sangh.g & | A
The Prime Minister is sai

have reassured the President that
the Union Government had no in-
tention of lifting the ban on the
Central Government employees
on joining the ‘‘socio-cultural or-
ganisation”, but at the same time
Mr. Vajpayee is understood to
have cited ‘constitutional”’ diffi-
culties in asking the Gujarat Gov-
ernment to reconsider its decision
to let its employees, if they so de-
sire, join the controversial organi-
sation.

A ‘“clarification” had been
sought early this month by the

. President, after the Congress(I)

and other political parties regis-
tered their protest with him over
the Gujarat Government's deci-
sion. There were open hints by the
BJP Chief Ministers in Himachal

Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh that
they too might follow the Gujarat
example; and, the icing for the
“hidden agenda’’ cake was pro-
vided by the Union Home Minis-
ter, Mr. L. K. Advani, who openly
suggested that the Central Gov-
ernment employees need not be
deprived of the beneficial bless-
ings of participation in the RSS ac-
tivities. All these statements —

tog'ﬁpalculated trail-balloons — made

the Opposition as well as the BJP
allies see as the unraveling of the
“hidden agenda’.

Though from the very begin-
ning sources in the Rashtrapati
Bhavan were keen to downplay
the “controversy”, the President’s
communication was seen — by
the Government’s partisans — as
yet another case of what they dis-
approving call the Rashtrapati
Bhavan pro-activism. In fact, the
BJP, its official organs and its
drum-beaters in the media have
been waging an open propaganda
war against the President, espe-
cially after his warning against tin-
kering with the Constitution.

Mr. Vajpayee has now sought to
repair the relationship with Rash-
trapati Bhavan. As a matter of fact,

THE HINDU
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P writes to President VE
RSS membership issue

the Prime Minister has already
made a public announcement of
his government’s intention not to
lift the ban on Central Govern-
ment employees; in a rather deft
move, he had prevailed upon the
RSS chief, Mr. Rajinder Singh, to
state that his organisation had
never even asked that the ban be
lifted.

In his communication 10 Mr.
Narayanan, the Prime Minister
has de-linked himself and his
Government from Gujarat, invok-
ing the much-convenient consti-
tutional space available to a Chief |
Minister. The argument, more or '
less, is that it was a Gujarat Gov-
ernment order in the first place
that put the RSS on the list of pro-
hibited organisation, another Guj-
arat government has undone that
classification; the Central Govern- |
ment, was neither involved in the
first place nor is concerned now.



Digvijay pﬁt/ the~
brakes on ng rang
Dal convention

Dal leaders manage to hoist flag;
Uma Bharati, Giriraj Kishore held

By Sudhir K. Singh

The Times of India News Service
BHOPAL: Madhya Pradesh chief
minister Digvijay Singh scored a
major political victory over the
Sangh Parivar by preventing the
Bajrang Dal from beginning its
three-day national convention here
on Friday.

The Bajrang Dal’s threat of do-
ing an Ayodhya thus turaned out to
be a damp squib. Key parivar lead-
ers, including BJP MPs Uma
Bharati and Jaibhan Singh
Pavayya, were ar-
rested along with
Vishwa  Hindu
Parishad (VHP)
vice-president
Acharya Giriraj
Kishore and cur-

rent Dal chief
Surendra Jain.
While Ms Bharati

Digvijay Singh

was released after
an hour, the others have been de-
tained at the government guest
house at Kewra.

The police stated that with the
venue having been declared a pro-
hibited area by the state govern-
ment, all that the 1,200-strong Ba-
jrangis managed to do was court ar-
rest in an “orderly” manner at Bit-
than market in downtown Bhopal.
According to official figues, more
than 2,913 Bajrangis have been ar-
rested all over the state, of whom
906 have been released.

DIG (intelligence) Surendra
Singh told this newspaper that the
only report of violence was re-
ceived at around 1.30 p.m. when
around 200 Bajrangis managed to
give the police the slip and sneak
into Chola maidan, the venue of the
meet. However, they were arrested
after a scuffle in the course of which
a barricade was set on fire. Mean-
while, some of the Bajrangis man-
aged to clamber up to the dais,
which had originally been erected
for Ramlila shows, and to hoist saf-
fron flags and buntings.

With the atmosphere surcharged,
Bajrang Dal chief Surendra Jain
vowed to disrupt all the engage-
ments of Congress president Sonia
Gandhi during her visit to the state
on March 2. He accused Mr Digvi-
jay Singh of terrorising the Bajrang
Dal into submission in order to
please Ms Gandhi and get into her
good books.

The Bajrang Dal chief argued
that extremism and how to deal
with it wereto have been the main
topics of discussion at the meet.
“Even former CBI chief Joginder
Singh had agreed to come. By disal-
lowing the event, the CM has
shown that he does not have the
slightest intentions of fighting ISI-
inspired terrorism,” he said.

His views were echoed by BJP
MP Jaibhan Singh Pavayya before
his arrest outside the assembly gate
where he had been sitting on a
7 dharna with a few
| party MLAs. Mr
Pavayya said the
CM had no busi-
ness to disallow
the convention of
a “national mind-
d” and “legally-
onstituted” out-
&ai fit like the Ba-

UmaBharati  jrang Dal. Asked
if Mr Digvijay Singh had emerged
as the hero of the day, Mr Pavayya
said although the Congress chief
and the party’s supporters might
feel so, to the people of the state Mr
Singh had proved to be a villain.
“Someday, he will pay the price for
it,” he remarked.

Meanwhile, with BJP MLAs
making it impossible for the speak-
er to conduct the proceedings, the
state assembly has been adjourned
until Monday. The entire opposi-
tion later staged a dharna at the as-
sembly premises to protest against
the attitude of the state govern-
ment.

In New Delhi, the Prime Minis-
ter's Office (PMO) on Friday
denied reports that the Bajrang
Dal had shifted its first convention
venue from Madhya Pradesh to
Mathura in Uttar Pradesh at the in-
stance of Atal Behari Vajpayee. A
PMO spokesman said Mr Vajpayee
had spoken neither to the Bajrang
Dal nor to representatlves of the
BJP.

VHP general secretary Ashok
Singhal later announced that the
venue of the convention would be
changed to Vrindavan in Uttar
Pradesh. He, however, added that
the Dal activists gathered here
would launch a struggle against the
Madhya Pradesh government for
its refusal to allow the convention
at the venue of their choice on Fri-
day.
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~Bajrang Dal activists
de ban, hoist flag

\0\ Lalit Shastri ‘D

BHOPAL, FER. 18. Defying the ban 1mp0sed by the dis-
trict admikistration on holding the Bajrang Dal
convention) hundreds of activists of the organisation
today made light of the presence of a large police
force and entered the well-guarded Chola Maidan
and hoisted a saffron flag. Police resorted to

lathicharge to disperse the crowd. 4?)011

Earlier, the whole city — partic arly the roads
leading to Chola Maidan — was sealed off and hun-
dreds of activists, including the Vishwa Hindu Par-
ishad’s international vice-president, Mr. Giriraj
Kishore, were arrested at different places.

The former Union Minister for Tourism, Ms. Uma
Bharti, arrested on the outskirts of the State capital-
was later released. She said she would take up the

The Bajrang Dal activists holstlng their ﬂag at Chola Maidan in Bhopal on Friday (Right) The
BJP leader, Ms. Uma Bharti, being taken into custody. — Photo: A. M. Faruqui

matter with the Lok Sabha Speaker as it ‘is a privi-
lege issue”.

The BJP MP from Gwalior and former Bajrang Dal
president, Mr. Jaibhan Singh Pawaiya, was also ar-
rested. Mr. Pawaiya also raised a privilege issue and
said the convention had now turned into a “people’s
movement’”. Aimed against terrorism, it was sched-
uled to be held in a maidan but now every street and
neighbourhood had become a venue. The Chief
Minister, Mr. Digvijay Singh, might view his decision
to impose the ban “as a victory but for the majority
community he has ended up becoming a villain”,
Mr. Pawaiya said.

Meanwhile, before a large crowd at Bittan Maidan
in the new city area, a message on behalf of the
former CBI Director, Mr. Joginder Singh, was read. It
said all terrorist outfits, be they militants in Jammu
and Kashmir and the northeast or the naxalites in

central India, were supported by the Pakistani Inter-
Services Intelligence.

At Chola Maidan the Bajrang Dal activists up-
staged police. A mob tore part of the barricade and
forced its way in and threw stones at the policemen
and set some of the uprooted barricades on fire be-
fore police burst teargas shells and resorted to a lath-
icharge.

‘Permission denied to
avoid disturbances’
By Our Staff Reporter

CHENNAI, FEB. 18. The Madhya Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter, Mr. Digvijay Singh, today said that permission

' . li 1,:(

was denied to the Bajrang Dal convention in Bhopal
to avoid communal disturbances. The district ad-
ministration, he said, decided not to allow the con-
vention there as a large number of minorities were
living in the area where the event was to be held.

(The Bajrang Dal has since shifted the venue of the
three-day convention to Vrindavan in Uttar Pra-
desh). To a question on the reported statement of
the VHP working president, Mr. Ashok Singhal, that
the refusal to permit the convention was undemo-
cratic, Mr. Singh retorted, ‘““who is he? I do not take
him seriously. Mr. Singhal is trying tpdact as the Pope
of the Hindus. Let the Sangh Parivar not talk of de-
mocracy.”

On Mr. Singhal’s threat to retaliate by disturbing
the programmes of the Congress(l), the Chief Minis-
ter said he would ensure that adequate security was
provided for the party programmes.
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_/SAFFRON CENSOR
Q&ﬂ The historical record will stand 5

ULTURAL policing, intellectual censorship — th1 t e
world on offer from the BJP and its parivar. The demsm
of the ICHR authorities — packed with saffron sympathisers
— to suspend publication of Sumit Sarkar and KN Panikkar’s
volumes in the “Towards Freedom” series is an ominous sign
of what could happen in an India governed by the BJP, unre-
strained by the compulsions of coalition politics. ICHR was set
up principally to execute this project which envisaged a series
of volumes of annotated documents along the lines of the
Transfer of Power series, without the latter’'s colonial slant.
The ICHR authorities claim that volumes by PS Gupta and
Basudev Chatterjee have belittled the role of the RSS and
Hindu Mahasabha and highlighted the role of Communists in
the nationalist movement. Generations of students of history
in Delhi University will testify to their eminence — and
charges of deliberate falsification are contemptible, especially
when they come from people with an avowed agenda of rewrit-
ing history with a narrow, sectarian politico-cultural focus.
The decision to “review” Sarkar and Panikkar’s volumes is
obviously a part of the saffron censorship agenda. No reasons
have been given. There are plenty of good reasons for not hav-
"ing a review. Both Sarkar and Panikkar are historians of high
standing — their eminence internationally recognised. Their
scholarship, let alone mere competence, 1s not in question.
Moreover, the volumes are collections of documents. To sug-
gest a review is to question the integrity of these scholars. To
do so without any stated grounds is incredibly gross, especial-
ly when it comes from a fellow historian, in this instance, BR
Grover. We are driven to the conclusion that such gross, fas-
cist behaviour is to be expected from the Sangh parivar and
assorted hangers-on. In the absence of official justification, we
are driven to informed speculation. Sumit Sarkar has written
the finest textbook on modern Indian history. It was not a gov-
ernment project, and was published by a reputed publishing
house. It is required reading for undergraduates. Sarkar has
shown that the Hindu Mahasabha and the RSS kept aloof
from the “Quit India” movement — a matter of historical
record. Are the parivar cohorts after Sarkar because he has
exposed their antecedents? What would they have him do, fal-
sify history to cast them as heroes? This censorship is intoler-
able — and if the BJP’s secular allies acquiesce in it, they will
have reduced their share of power for a mess of pottage.
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Bajrang Dal shifts

meet venuve fo \
gq/\'rmduvung/ '

C
\
R

PRESS TRUST OF INRIA

BHOPAL, Feb.\\z. — The
Bajrang Dal tonight said its
proposed first three-day
national convention here
tomorrow would not be held in
its planned form because of
“police and administrative
repression” of its workers.

A spokesman for the district
Bajrang Dal unit said tomor-
row’s meet would now take the
form of the struggle against the
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister, Mr Digvijay Singh,
whom he described as “anti-
Hindu”.

He said a three-day conven-
tion of the Dal would be held at
Vrindavan in Uttar Pradesh
from 3 March to discuss the
issues of terrorism and reli-
gious conversion.

These issues would have been

discussed if the district admin-
istration had allowed the Dal’s
convention to be held here from
tomorrow, he said.
SNS adds: Earlier, the author-
ities issued prohibitory orders
in Bhopal to thwart any
attempt by the Dal to hold its
convention at the Chhola
Maidan.

The state sealed off the
ground and drowned the city in
khaki. It had brought in Rapid

Action Forte, Special Task
Force and Special Armed Force
as well as police from other
districts to help Bhopal police
foil the convention. Other
districts were also asked
to prevent Bajrang Dal
activists from entering Bhopal,
and other states requested
to hold back saffron workers
at the borders. Bhopal is under
Section 144 and a red alert
has been sounded across the
state.

Yet Bajrang Dal leaders said
the convention will be held at
any cost. “No power can stall

our convention in Bhopal,” the

Bajrang Dal leader, Mr
Prakash Ratnaparkhi, had
said.

He accused the Chief
Minister, Mr Digvijay Singh, of
backtracking from his stand
that his government could
grant permission for the con-
vention if the Bajrang Dal
agreed to change its “sensitive”
venue, Chhola Maidan in Old
Bhopal.

Mr Ratnaparkhi said the
Bajrang Dal had been prepared
to organise its convention “any-
where” in Bhopal, and had sub-
mitted to the district adminis-
tration an application towards
this on 14 February. But it
wasn’t granted.

“Now we are determined to
organise our convention at
Chhola Maidan itself, whatever
the consequences. And if there
are any, Mr Digvijay Singh will
be responsible.”

The state BJP today ex-
pressed solidarity with the
Bajrang Dal, again disrupting
the Assembly in protest
against the government’s
crackdown on the activists of
the Bajrang Dal, the VHP, the
RSS and the BJP.

Raising the issue at Zero
Hour, BJP members Mr
Babulal Gaur and Mr
Brijmohan Agarwal alleged
that the Digvijay Singh govern-
ment has imposed an “unde-
clared emergency” in the state
to block the Bajrang Dal con-
vention.

“Police have unleashed a
reign of terror to repress our
people and are carrying out
searches everywhere — homes,
bus depots, railway stations —
to apprehend them,” Mr
Agarwal said.

The Bhopal district adminis-
tration has clamped prohibito-
ry orders under Section 144
of CrPC in the city, banning
conventions, public meetings
and rallies within the city’s
municipal limits till 25
February.
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~Congress denotunces RSS

propaganda

W

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 16

THE CONGRESS today deno-
unced the "tragic and deplorable”
RSS propaganda against Pandit
Nehru, the founder of modern
India, in the midst of the Sangh's
parallel bid to "rewrite" history
towards the creation of a funda-
mentalist State.

In awritten retort to recent state-

Indla he ruled. w/
Behmd whatever /Pandit Neh
did was an ideology, a pattern of
ideas which were in the best inter-
est of not just the nation but the
entire world,” Mr Jogi remarked,
adding: "He did with India what a

poet does with words."

Mr Patwa had told this newspa-
per that at the root of the present
day morass was the replacement of
Gandhi's economic philosophy

gagnst Nehru

Indnas with their extremes but
without their contradictions. It was
the alchemy of Gandhi-Nehru ide-
alism of reconciling the contradic-
tions that created modern India."
Accusing Mr Patwa of a total lack
of understanding of the history of
Independent India, Mr Jogi said
Pandit Nehru's mind was steeped
in new ideas about science and
political theory and in a secular
interpretation of history.

ments by RSS leader K § Responding to ques-
Sudershan and Union tions, the spokesman
Minister sundarlal AS for the controversy over the recall of gemanded an early clarifi-
Patwa, Congress i - cation from the Prime
spokesman Ajit Jogi said manuscripts of two ICHR-sponsored Minister on the Gujarat

that Nehru's story was
India's story. "Our first
Prime Minister," he
argued, "was the ideolog-
ical and political heir of
Mahatma Gandhi. He
shaped the new State on
the foundations laid by

volumes on the country's freedom
struggle, Mr Ajit Jogi castigated it as an
attack on the values, essence
and quintessence of Indian

culture and history

Govern-ment's decision to
persist with its ordey per-
mitting civil servants to
participate in RSS activi-
ties.

When asked as to what
the Congress stand was on
the proposal to bring rich

the Mahatma as the
leader of the Congress party and
Independent India."

As for the controversy over the
recall of manuscripts of two ICHR-
sponsored volumes on the coun-
try's freedom struggle, Mr Jogi cas-
tigateG it as an attack on the val-
ues, es§qnce and quintessence of
Indian ‘culture and history.
Describing Pandit Nehru as a
statesman ‘n the "platonic mouid,”
he said the ‘ate leader's ideas com-
manded an emvire far greater than

with the Nehruvian model. To that,
Mr Jogi's response was that Pandit
Nehru "nourished the flame of his
idealism in the teeth of dangerous
storms and brought prosperity,
brick by brick, grain by grain, in his
war against degrading poverty, to
which India had been reduced by
imperialism and disunity."

The spokesman said the late
Premier at once embodied the
Sanskrit, Moughal and English
India: "He represented these three

farmers under the tax net,
Mr Jogi pointed out that the idea
has been floated by the BJP and
not the Central Government.
Moreover, the subject falls under
the purview of States and not the
Centre, which would need to bring
a Constitutional amendment to
realise the objective.

On the presence of Congressmen
on the CVC's list of politicians fac-

ing graft charges, the spokesman
had no comment to offer for w;
of "authenticated” informatj
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RSS & GOVERNMENT

v \q\\}ﬁe twain must not meetqyﬁ“’fw

HE RSS Yclimbdown” over the issue of allowing govern-

ment servants to join the organisation has no doubt
pleased the government, which was finding it increasingly dif-
ficult to put a spin on what looked to everyone like a fairly sin-
ister design. But knowing as we do the determined brains
1 behind the RSS., the issue is far from buried. Resurrection will
await a favourable political climate and/or will be done by
stealth, taking advantage of a “friendly” government. To be
fair to the RSS, though, they are hardly the first at this game.
Marxists, especially in West Bengal, have made the nexus
between government emplovees and party organisations
almost official. So broad is the interface between the CPI-M
and the West Bengal government that the issue raises little
comment and the party feels less need to explain or apologise.
The RSS would be delighted if it could achieve a tenth of what
the CPI-M’s front organisations have in the Left's years in
power in West Bengal. And if it does. the destruction of gover-
hance in the eastern state will be repeated on a national scale.

The cadre raj in West Bengal has subverted administration.
education, police and even the lower ranks of the judiciary. No
one gets a government jobs or an official contract until he 1s
proven to be one of the faithful. Licences for taxis, employ-
ment as taxi-drivers, bus and truck drivers and conductors are
all impossible without a link with the party. The result is
there for all to see: Calcutta University is a joke, Writers’
Buildings, a Kafkaesque warren of bureaucracy, roads out-
numbered by potholes, the list is endless. With the exception
of Bihar, no other state represents so hopeless a picture and a
crucial factor is the brutal politicisation of civic institutions.
Were the RSS to infiltrate government services, it may not
necessarily cause inefficiency and sloth, if only because RSS
and unions do not mix. But other kinds of pathogens will be
soon detected: a loss of the liberal stance that Indian adminis-
trators have to observe, the manipulation of official rhetoric
bevond the bounds of accepted nationalist bombast, legitimis-
ing a view of history, culture and communities that will be in
conflict with a modernist ethos painstakingly built. These are
as reprehensible fallouts as economic disaster of the kind in
which Marxists specialise. This cannot be allowed to happen
but it will, if, to quote the PM. the RSS crosses the lakshman
rekha. There must, therefore. be formal strictures against gov-
ernment employees becaming pracharaks. They will inevitably
carry that into their offices and files. The question is whether
the BJP will show some spine and tell its cousins that such
plans are not on. The issue is not that of the RSS being kind
and letting the PMO off the hook but that of the PN saying
no, once and for all. Given what happened over Water and
what Sangh-affiliated students did in Kanpur on Nalentine's
Day/wl/'arget'mg young couples — the possibility of a firm BJP

“No!” ¥6oks unlikely. When will it become,a realitf”?
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*..RSS at a dead

IDNEY VERBA and hisasso-

ciates (1935) have focused on

the signifitant role religion

plays in moulding politics and
in providing a school for training politi-
clans. This important study raises seri-
ous questions about the actual link of
religion to a liberal democratic process
that theoretically accepts a strict dis-
tinction between religion and politics.
Gengerally, there is an agreement that
non-political institutions like the fam-
ily, educational institutions, institu-
tional affiliation and identification play
an important role in shaping political
opinion. However, the least empha-
sised but perhaps the most important
is the pivotal role that religion plays in
asecular political order.

* . Intheirstudy on the majorrole re-
ligious institutions play in the United
States, Verba and his associates point
out that religious institutions provide
opportunities and the necessary skills
for a career in politics. The clergy dis-
cusses political issues from the pulpit,
provides the necessary institutional in-
frastructure for political mobilisation
anditiswell known that the church of-
ficials take up pasitions concerning pu-
blic issues. The church performs a nu-
mber of compensatory functions for
the less privileged, whowithout its help
would have been left out of the political
arena. The high percentage of church
attendance has important implica-
tions for citizenactivity in politics. Peo-
pleattendservices and take partin the
church’s educational, charitable and
social activities. In this close relation-
ship the church leaves an indelible im-
pression on its followers. The role of
the American Southern Black Church
on behalf of the Civil Rights Campa-
igniswell known. Martin Luther King
Jr. himsclf wasamemberof the clergy.
What is less known but equally signifi-
cantis the role of the white fundamen-
talist Protestant Church in propagat-
ing conservative issues.

One very important role that the
American church plays is the political

mobilisation through religious institu- .

tions. A significant offstioot of this po-
litical involvement, according to Verba,
isthat it “provide(s) a counter-balance
to this cumulative resource process”,
namely to offset the advantages that
well-off groups with their prestigious
educational background, lucrative jobs
and organisational affiliation accrue.

This balancing act infuses life into.

American pluralism by challenging
what President Eisenhower called thé
military-industrial complex. This is an
unusual and exceptionally
important role that the
American participatory
system gains out of the
church’s mobilisation of
the resource-poor but
bright Americans to the
political process.

This linkage between
the religious and the polit-
ical process in a new mod-
em nation like the US

. SugRATA MUKHERJEE

' Learn it from the American church

4 €

end

Gurkul system is integrated with the
16 percent of the votes, much more concept of a modern organisation. It
than the nationalist Hindus. follows a decentralised structure, and

But the post-Nehruvian Congress no leader is projected as indispensa‘ble
could not carry on the bright legacy of as is the case with most other political

 the pre-independence Gandhian Con- and social organisations. Itis the office

gress and one of its important compo- and not the particular incumbentwhois
nents— a broad democratic organisa- revered, giving it a certain modem
tion. The Gandhi-Nehru Congress sanctity in the Weberian sense. For the
resembled an Buropean Social Demo- young, the emphasis on discipline and
cratic Party that gave ample opportu- physical training assumes the form ofa
nity to talented people at the regional boys’scout organisation.
and national level. ' It is the larger organisationat skill
However, under Indira Gandhi or- and a feeling of oneness that has en-
ganisational elections we- abled the RSS to promote many of its
re not held for 17 long cadres through the BIP to project th-
years, Her dynastic pol- emselvesin the political arena. Today it
itics failed to attract the seems to have reached a plateau and,
talented successor gen- unlike the American church system,
* eration. It is this failure has not so far championed important
that allowed the RSS to issues facing the nation. It has not tran-
fill the vacuum, partially scendedits obsolete religiousand caste
withitsorganisationand prejudices and has been unable tocre-
egalitarian ethic to per- ate.an organisation that would be at-
form in India what the tractive to the bright poor. Its brand of
Churchrplays in the US. Hindu nationalism is not only retro-

The RSS’s wider appeal and acceptability
would largely depend on its capacity to carry
forward its legacy of fighting the Emergency

grade but also inadequate to win elec-
tions. It is a cardinal principle of de-
mocracy that extremist forces cannot
endure. Once Gramsci, the famous It-
alian communist, remarked thatif peo-
ple are to be successfully mobilised

should allow us to understand the role
of organisations like the the RSS. This
is especially important in a situation
where the other channels of political
mobilisation like trade unions and the
cultural wings of the left parties like the
IPTA have ceased tobe functional. The
flexibility of Jawaharlal Nehru allowed
himto incorporate the traditionalist and
socially conservative Hindu leaders,
mainly in north India, within his broad
framework of a modern secular India
with emphasis on science, rationality
and progress. In the background of the
glory of the Gandhian Congress, the eu-
phoria of a new age led to the very lim-
itedsuccess of the Hindu nationalists. It
is noteworthy that in the first general
election the socialists committed to
both nationalism and democracy polled

then the Roman Catholic Church ou-
However, its inability to expand and at- ght to be the role model. The RSS ur-
tract a substantial section of the intelli- gently needsa _Gamscian transforma-
gentsia is rooted in its myopic vision of tion, if its role is to be as enduring in
reordering the modern Indian society Indian politics as that of the American
notwith a plank like the equal civil rights Church in American politics. It would
that the US Black Southern Church have todiscard its ethno-religious plat-
adopted or by a propagation of libera- form and use its extensive and c.;iecen-
tion theology as in case of the radical -tralised organisation to deal with po-
bishops of Latin America. If the RSS verty and champion pluralism and
could become the catalytic agent of en- human rights. The RSS’swider appeal
suring civil and political liberties toall ir- and acceptability would largely depend
respective of religion, caste or class, then on its capacity to carry forward its
itwould meet with approval from most legacy of fighting the Emergency and
sections of the Indian society. its subsequent incorporation into the
Organisationally, the RSS with its JP movement forabetter Indianot for
emphasis on renunciation andsacrifice any particularsection but forall.
of its members, incprporates the senti-
ments of an influential stream of our The writer is a professor of political
nationalist discourse. It also represents scienceat Delhi University
modemity of tradition as the old
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| We will ignore ban order§7(

O\ Bajrang Dal leader

By, Our Staff Correspondent

BHOPAL, FEB. 15. The senior Vice-
President of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP), Mr. Giriraj Kish-
ore, has issued an ultimatum that
the Bajrang Dal would ignore the
ban orders and hold its three-day
national convention at its original
venue in the old Bhopal area from
February 18 if the State author-
ities fail to respond to their offer
of shifting the venue to elsewhere
in the State capital. ¥

Mr. Kishore issued the thre.
that the Bajrang Dal, youth wing
of the VHP, would go ahead with
its convention despite the ban
imposed by the district author-
ities following the Chief Minister,
Mr. Digvijay Singh’s assertion
that the Dal would not be allowed

' to hold its convention.

After newspapers reported that
Mr. Digvijay Singh was ready to
consider giving permission for the
convention if the venue was
changed, a formal application

was given to the local authorities
here by the Dal accepting the of-
fer. This was also followed up by
several round of talks between the
Dal representatives and Govern-
ment officials.

Mr. Kishore said they had been
given to understand by senior of-
ficials that they would now be giv-
en permission to hold the
convention at the sprawling Bit-
tan Maidan in the new Bhopal ar-

a till this morning but were
denied a final confirmation on the
plea that this would be done after
taking the Chief Minister into
confidence.

Later in the evening, Mr. Kigh-
ore, when contacted, said th
they had not yet received any
communication. “We have fixed
today as the deadline and if the
Government fails to respond, the
Dat will go ahead with its conven-
tion on ‘“‘national security” as per
its original programme, he em-
phasised.

Echo in Assembly: Page 9
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No law to

legitimise
" RSS govi

staff: PM

/

STATESMAN NEWS SERV!CE
KO3 b ¥ iafe

PATNA/NEW DELHI, Feb. 14.
— The Prime Minister today
sought to allay the Opposition’s
fears about the enactment of a
law allowing government func-
tionaries to participate in RSS
activities. “There is no such
proposal under the governmen-
t's consideration. There will be
no change in the existing law.”

Replying to the queries about
the Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu Chief Ministers shooting
letters to him to protest
against the Gujarat govern-
ment’s decision permitting gov-
ernment employees to partici-
pate in RSS functions, Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee said: “They
have not protested. They have
only expressed their views.”

The Prime Minister, en route
to New Delhi after campaigning
at Bhagalpur and Bihar
Sharief, said at Patna that the
controversy over the issue has
been settled with “the RSS chief
declaring that the organisation
does not want its members to
join the government”.

The Congress, ‘evidently, is
not impressed by Mr Vajpa-
yee’s reasoning. The party
today demanded an explana-
tion from the Vajpayee govern-
ment on who ordered the lift-
ing of the ban on Gujarat gov-
ernment employees participat-
ing in RSS activities, as the
latter itself claimed that it had
not made any such demand on
any government.

In Delhi, Congress spokes-
man Mr Anil Shastri accused
Union Home Minister Mr LK
Advani of lifting the ban in
Gujarat and gave a clean chit,
of sorts, to the Prime Minister.
Referring to Mr Advani and
the Gujarat Chief Minister

participatiy&n an RSS rally

lgV Q}Mo

before the ban was hfted Mr
Shastri said: “It seems the
home minister has given the
orders and we charge him with
creating a fear psychosis on the
RSS issue.”

Keeping Mr Vajpayee out of
the controversy, the Congress
spokesman said: “We are con-
vinced that it is the hardcore
elements within the BJP,
which, in the name of other
communal outfits like the RSS,
are trying to push their com-
munal agenda.”

On whether the Congress con-
sidered Mr Vajpayee as a
“hardcore”, he said: “The Prime
Minister is posing not to be
hardcore.”

Referring to the editorial of
RSS mouthpiece Panchajanya,
Mr Shastri said RSS chief
Rajju Bhaiya has surprised the
country by saying the RSS had
neither demanded that the
government lift the ban on gov-
ernment employees participat-
ing in RSS activities nor has it
ever wanted to patronise any

-section of the bureaucracy.

“In that case, who is responsi-

ble for lifting the ban in
Gujarat?” he posed.
“RJD the culprit”: Address-
ing massive election rallies at
Bihar Sharief and Bhagalpur,
Mr Vajpayee blamed the “inef-
ficient” RJD regime for “dri-
ving Bihar into the quagmire
of anarchy and impoverish-
ment.” He said he would be
very surprised if the people of
Bihar voted for the RJD
despite the chaocs, anarchy and
poverty. He lamented that
Bihar had remained
untouched by development and
most people were living below
the poverty line.
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NEW DELHI, Feb. 13. — The RSS today said it would not seek
revocation of the ban on the participation of government employ-
ees in its activities, bringing much relief to the Prime Minister’s
Office. <-2 e LA AR

It is up to the government to decide whether to lift the ban and|
the RSS will not pressure the government, Mr Rajendra Singh,
RSS chief, said in a statement in Panchajanya — the Sangh
mouthpiece.

(Madhya Pradesh chief minister, Mr Digvijay Singh has warned
that employees and officers who have links with the RSS will not
be allowed to continue in government service in the state. RSS is
not a cultural organisation but a political entity since its mem-
bers only support the BJP or function as BJ P leaders, Mr Digvijay
Singh said. As long as Congress remains in power in the state,
people having links with such a political organisation have no
place in government service, he said, adds UNL)

The RSS statement comes amid a raging controversy sparked
by the Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh governments’ announcements
that they would allow government employees to participate in
RSS activities. The Congress and the Left protested against the |
decision and demanded an explanation from the NDA. With the
RSS hardliners trying to push their philosophy in running the
government, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee too seems to be in a politi-
cally uneasy situation.

At an RSS function on Friday, Mr Vajpayee warned the Sangh

. not to cross its “lakshmanrekha” and to let the government carry
on with its work.

The PMO, today, made it a point to refer to the latest
Panchajanya editorial, in an effort to assert that the Prime
Minister’s line has prevailed over the RSS.

The editorial statement was replete with arguments against
the ban. Accusing “pseudo: larists” of continuing with the sys-
tem, it pointed out Jaw and justice” was in favour of RSS’
stance.
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‘Gehlot concerned over

Gujarat o

\ \’
HT Correspondent
Alwar, February 13

CHIEF MINISTER Ashok Gehlot
has expressed grave concern over
the growing tendency amongst the
States ruled by BJP to go out of the
way to permit employees to partic-
ipate in the activities of RSS which
might endanger the integrity and
unity of the country.

Mr Gehlot was on his election
tour in Alwar district when he
talked to this correspondent today.
He talked about the growing influ-
ence of RSS which had forced the
Prime Minister to welcome the
decision of Gujarat government to
permit government employees to
attend 'shakhas' and other activi-
ties of the 'sangh’.

Mr Gehlot said he had written a
letter to Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee and urged him to

j/der on BSS

dlrect the Chief Ministers of
Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh to with-
draw their orders to permit the
government employees to take
part in the activities of RSS.

The CM expressed his anguish
over the conspiracy to permit the
government employees to partici-
pate in the activities of RSS which
was linked with the assassination
of Mahatma Gandhi. He said he
was shocked to read the statement
of Prime Minister who described
RSS as a cultural organisation and
it had hurt him. He suggested that
Mr Vajpayee should refrain from
issuing such statements which
could jeopardise the fabric of
administration in the country.

Mr Gehlot said the RSS was
banned due to its nefarious activi-
ties and its involvement in the
administration would disturt/the
communal harmony in the cefintry.

— V4
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/Digvijay

Bajrang Dal convention™

The Times of India News Service

BHOPAL.: Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) leaders
feel that Madhya
Pradesh  chief
minister Digvijay
Singh’s sudden
volte-face  on
whether or not to
let the Bajrang
Dal hold its an-
nual convention
in Bhopal has
confirmed suspicions that he was
merely using the issue to extract po-
litical mileage in this month’s as-
sembly by-polls and distract public
attention from the more pressing
problems facing the state.

State VHP sources said the chief
minister’s statement in Raipur on
Saturday that the state government
was never against the Dal holding
its convention per se — the objec-
‘tion being limited to the choice of
venue in Muslim-dominated old
Bhopal — was an “absurd lie”.

Digvijay Singh

does a volte-face on

Mr Singh has for the last fort-
night been constantly hammering
away with regularity on the inher-
ent dangers of permitting the Dal
convention in view of the fact that
such an even could inflame com-
munal passions.

State VHP spokesperson Anil Ay-
achit argued that if the “sensitive”
nature of the venue was the only
bone of contention, the Bajrang Dal
leadership had voluntarily offered
to shift the meet to another place. A
clear offer to this effect was made to
the chief minister on the February 1

* which was spurned, he said.

VHP leader Giriraj Kishore had
later complained to mediapersons
on the patent “unfairness” of the
chief minister’s stand. Apart from
having described Bajrang Dal
members as a bunch of “lumpens”,
the chief minister even went to the
extent of baiting the RSS in his re-
ply to the governor’s address in the
assembly.

He said he would have “finished”
the RSS if it was in his hands. Also

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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given was the promise of releasing
documentary evidence in support
of the claim that cases against Dal
members had been registered in
practically eyery police station in
MP. : és s(é\,\\,«- ’
Orders were also pasyed a couple
of day ago to ban all rallies and po-
litical meetings till February 25. In-
deed, the chief minister has given
the impression that he is itching for
a showdown with the Dal. What
also came in handy, VHP sources
said, was the dispute over the film-
ing of Deepa Mehta’s Water.

The moment the chief minister
learnt that the Varanasi district ad-
ministration was disinclined to let
the shooting continue, he gave the
director an open offer to come to
MP, total security guaranteed.

Mr Ayachit felt that Mr Singh’s
decision to mellow down his stand
over the Bajrang Dal convention
indicated that he had either caved
in to popular opinion or realised
that confrontation would only
work to his political detriment.
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HE WAY the RSS frateérnity in

Gujarat and at the Centre has re-

acted to the criticism against

permitting government employ-
ees in the State to participate in the activ-
ities of the organisation has made it clear
that Gujarat will soon be resurrected
throughout India. The green signal for
the lifting of the ban goes to prove that
despite its proclamations that it will not
raise contentious issues, the RSS is in a
hurry to implement its original agenda.
The RSS brass seem to have reached the
conclusion that NDA or no NDA it is the
last chance for them to lay the siege from
within.

The country is being informed by no
less a person than the Prime Minister
himself that the RSS “is a cultural, social
organisation and 1 do not think objec-
tions should be raised to anybody joining
it”. He seems to have picked up this ar-
gument from the editorial of the RSS
mouthpiece, Organiser (February 6,
2000). It reads: ‘‘The RSS is not a political
party. It does not take part in elections,
nor its office-bearers are supposed to be-
come office-bearers of any political par-
ty. The RSS has no election symbol, nor
its leadership or members have ever en-
deavoured to seek political office. It is a
social-cultural organisation trying to in-
spire all national activity.”

Itis pertinent to compare this informa-
tion with the facts available in the official
publications of the RSS. Its central publi-
cation house brought out a book, ‘“‘Param
Vaibhav Ke Path Par” (1997), detailing
more than 40 organisations created by
the RSS for different tasks. The BIP as a
political organisation figures prominent-
ly in it, clubbed with the ABVP, the Hindu
Jagran Manch, the Vishva Hindu Parish-
ad, the Swadeshi Jagran Manch and the
Sanskar Bharati (currently in the news for
alleged attacks on Ms. Deepa Mehta's
film unit at Varanasi). The preface is in
direct contradiction with the statement
of the Prime Minister when it declares
that “without the knowledge of the dif-
ferent kinds of activities of the Swayam-
sevak (volunteer of the RSS) the
introduction of the RSS is incomplete.

Slege from within

By Shamsul Islam

Keepmg this in mind, it has been at-
tempted in this book to produce the brief
information about the diverse activities
of the Swayamsevaks.”

How ‘apolitical’ the RSS is can be
gauged from the statement by M. S. Gol-
walkar, who headed the organisation af-
ter the death of Dr. Hedgewar (its
founder) and who is considered its great-
est ideologue. ‘““We know this also that
some of our Swayamsevaks work in poli-
tics. There they have to organise accord-
ing to the needs of work, public
meetings, processions, etc., have to raise

religion, Hindu society and Hindu cul-
ture”. In a complete break with the Con-
stitution of India, the prayer says,
“Affectionate Motherland, 1 eternally
bow to you/O Land of Hindus, you have
reared me in comfort.../O God Almighty,
we the integral part of the Hindu Rashtra
salute you in reverence/For your cause
have we girded up our loins/Give us your
blessings for its accomplishment.”

The RSS as an organisation salutes the
saffron flag as opposed to the tricolour.
The same is the routine at every shakha.
Guru Golwalkar was very clear in his op-

The Prime Minister, while defending the Gujarat
Government’s decision, does not seem to be aware that
government employees by joining the RSS are bound to

have divided loyalties.

slogans. All these things have no place in
our work. However, the actor should por-
tray the character accepted to the best of
his capability.”’ In fact, Guru Golwalkar
refers to the Swayamsevaks loaned to the
political offshoot as nat or performers
who are meant to dance to the RSS tune.

The pro-RSS lobby claims that the par-
ticipation of government employees in
the RSS activities will fill them with a ‘'na-
tionalistic’ and ‘patriotic’ fervour. How-
ever, no one should be under any illusion
that the patriotism and nationalism of
the RSS have anything to do with the
“sovereign, socialist, secular, democrat-
ic’’ Constitution of the country or with
the tricolour which symbolises Indian
patriotism and nationalism. Anyone fa-
miliar with the functioning of the RSS
would know that the organisation has no
regard for these two symbols.

A look at the RSS oath, which is man-
datory for every Swayamsevak, and the
prayer, with which every shakha starts,
will be sufficient to show the hollowness
of the RSS claim. The oath says, ‘I most
solemnly take this oath, that I become a
member of the RSS in order to achieve
all-round greatness of Bharatvarsha by
fostering the growth of my sacred Hindu

position to the national flag: “Our lead-
ers have set up a new flag for our country.
Why did they do so? It is just a case of
drifting and imitating. Ours is an ancient
and great nation with a glorious past.
Then, had we no flag of our own? Had we
no national emblem at all these thou-
sands of years? Undoubtedly we had.
Then why this utter void, this utter vacu-
um in our minds?”’ Even during the free-
dom struggle when the whole country
adopted the tricolour as a symbol of re-
sistance to the British rule, the RSS never
accepted it. Guru Golwalkar declared in
1946 that it was the saffron flag which
represented the great culture: “It was the
embodiment of God. We firmly believe
that in the end the whole nation will bow
before this saffron flag.”

That the RSS does not believe in the
present Constitution is clear from his
words: “It has absolutely nothing, which
can be called our own. Is there a single
word of reference in its guiding princi-
ples to what our national mission is and
what our keynote in life is? No!" This
statement appears in ‘“‘Bunch of
Thoughts” published by the RSS as late as
in 1996. The RSS has been constantly de-
manding that India be ruled under “one

flag, one leader and one ideology.” It is
dead against the federal structure of the
Constitution, a basic feature of the Indi-
an polity, as is clear from the Guruji's
communication which he sent to the first
session of the National Integration Coun-
cilin 1961. It read: “Today’s federal form
of government not only gives birth to but
also nourishes the feelings of separatism,
in a way refuses to recognise the fact of
one nation and destroys it. It must be
completely uprooted, constitution puri-
fied and unitary form of government be
established.”

The Prime Minister, while defending
the decision of the Gujarat Government,
does not seem to be aware that govern-
ment employees by joining the RSS any-
where in the country are bound to have
divided loyalties. It will be a constant
struggle between a secular India and a
‘Hindu Rashtra’. In fact, such govern-
ment employees can be held guilty of
contempt towards the Constitution and
the national flag. Their activities will also
be a direct violation of the Prevention of
Insults to National Honour Act 1971
passed by Parliament. Section 2 of this
Act says clearly that if anyone ‘brings in-
to contempt whether by words either
spoken or written or by acts the Indian
national flag or the Constitution of India
or any part thereof shall be punished
with imprisonment for a term which may
extend to three years or with fine or with
both”.

The government employees who are
supposed to be committed to “‘the sover-
eign, socialist, secular, democratic re-
public” and the tricolour as the national
flag would in reality be glorifying the
cause of a ‘Hindu Rashtra’ and the saf-
fron flag by participating in the activities
of the RSS, thus insulting both the Con-
stitution and the tricolor. The choice, it
must be understood, is between a ‘Hindu
Rashtra’ and the tenets which the Consti-
tution and the national flag stand for —
the choice between theocracy and de-
mocracy.

(The writer is Reader, Department of
Political Science, Satyawati College, Delhi.)
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By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, . 13. The Central

Government will not revise
the conduct rules for
Government servants which
forbid them from becoming
members of or participating
in the activities of the
Rashtriya Swayamsewak

the interest of avoiding an
“uhnecessary controversy”
and a “possible
confrontation” between the
Bharatiya Janata Party and its
allies in the ruling National
Democratic Alliance, on the
one side, and between the
NDA and the opposition
parties, on the other.

The Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, took up
the matter informally with the
RSS, after which the RSS
chief, Mr. Rajendra Singh,
issued a statement to the
press today.

Mr. Singh made it clear that
although “justice and law are
on our side” it must be
remembered that “we (in the
RSS) have made no plea for
the ban on government
servants to be lifted.”

His organisation had never
depended on government
largesse and had grown
enormously despite being
banned several times and the
rules forbidding government
servants from participating in
its activities.

acks
s é; (72%

appeared in the latest issue of
Panchjanya, a magazine run
by the RSS, but separately the
statement was released to the
press today directly from the
RSS headquarters here.

Sources in the Prime
Minister’s Office confirmed
that Mr. Vajpayee was not
interested in allowing the
controversy to get out of
hand. It was felt that a

. “confrontation” would build

on this issue within the NDA
and it was better to drop the
move now than as a response
to an aggressive posture by
allies.

The DMK chief and Tamil -
Nadu Chief Minister, Mr. M.
Karunanidhi, wrote to the
Prime Minister a few days ago
warning that allowing
government servants to join
the RSS on the pretext that it
is a socio-cultural
organisation would create a
dangerous precedent for all
political parties to launch
their “socio-cultural
organisations” and then seek
to infiltrate the administrative
machinery.

Close on the heels of this
letter, the Telugu Desam
Party, through its leader, Mr.
Yerran Naidu, also indicated
that it would not sit back
silently and allow this to
happen and, on Saturday, the
Samata Party also signalled
that it was ready to take up
the issue within the NDA.

Matters came to

PM:
off

- Mr. L. K. Ad« .uu, was also

recently after the Prime L
Minister defended the Gujarat
Government's decision to
withdraw an earlier order to
allow the State Government
officials to join the RSS and
participate in its activities.

The Ur. ~ “~me Minister,

reported to have said that the
Centre would also review the
position in relation to Central |
Government servants.

Two days ago, at a :
Panchjanya function, the RSS |
chief said he saw no harm in |
allowing government servants
“except those in the police |
and the judiciary” to join RSS
activities. !

Sources close to the Prime |
Minister said that there were |
some sections in the RSS
which seemed bent on ‘
embarrassing the Government |
— the contraversy over the *
lifting of the ban on
government servants and the
manner in which some
activists went “beyond
democratic protests” in the
case of Ms. Deepa Mehta's
Water controversy —— was
mentioned.

“The RSS must make up its
mind whether it wants or
does not want this
Government to continue,”
sources close to the Prime :
Minister said, but also |
indicated that the “problem”
was over, at least for the - :
moment. The RSS has decided .
to back off. !

-
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Minister Atal Behari

jpayee’s clean chit to the

RSS that it is not a political or-
ganisation in the context of the
Gujarat government lifting the ban on
its employees joining the RSS and
‘Home Minister LK. Advani’s open-
mindedness on the question of allowing
central government employees to join
the RSS are all intended to test the wa-
ters. If the near-silence from the BIP’s
allies is anything to go by, it will not be
long before central government em-
ployees will be able to take part in the
morming shakhas of the RSS and attend
their governmentoffices later in the day.
The central issue is how participa-
tion of government employees in the
RSS will compromise the political neu-
trality of the government. It is true that
the RSS is not a banned organisation
but that does not legitimise involvement
of government employees in its activi-
ties, either. As it is, the employees are
not allowed to join any political party.
On its apolitical character, M.S. Gol-
walkar, who was the RSS sarsanghcha-
lak in its formative period, clearly ex-
plained the position thus: “Hitler’s
movement centred round politics. We

politics. It is many times found that
manyare gathered for political purpose.
Butwhen that purpose fails, unity is lost.
We donotwant any temporary achieve-
ment but an abiding oneness. And so
we have keptaloof from politics.”

Itis this “apolitical character” of the
75-year-old organisation that has en-
abled it to withstand the pressures of
time. But that does not mean that the
RSS has not played any politicat role. It is
as political a'body as any other except
that it has a long-term view, unlike the
Janata Dals or the Congress, whose vi-
sion is narrow and chair-centric, and all
its actions are in furtherance of it. Be-
cause of this, it even had to hear snide

remarks like this one from V.D. Sav-

arkar, “The epitaph for the RSS volun-
- teer will be that he was born, he joined
" the RSS and he died without accom-

plishing anything.” But that did notdeter

try tobuild life without beingwedded to

the RSS from persistingwith its agenda.
Its claims of political disinterested-
ness had a selfish motive too: During the
British period, it did not want to antago-
nise the government and thereby invite
retributive action. Walter Anderson and
S.D. Damle, who are otherwise favou-
rably disposed towards the RSS, in their
pioneering study on the RSS, Brother-
hood in Saffron were constrained to wr-
ite: “When the British banned military
drill and the use of unifo-
rmis in all nonofficial or-
ganisations, the RSS co-
mplied.” It even stayed
aloof from the Quit India
movement earning, in
the process, a certificate
ofgood conduct from the
alien rulers while Cong-
ress workers led by Ma-
hatma Gandhiwent toja-
ilintheir thousands,

At one time even Vajpayee was constrained to
argue that the political activities of the RSS
affiliates did not establish the organisation’s
apolitical credentials

S, Govemment employed 5 the R
¢/ Testing the water

movement against cow slaughter and \agsociated with Shivaji. Strictly speak-

several other political agitations, includ-
ing the Nav Nirman movement in Gu-'
jarat and the anti-foreigner agjtation in
Assam. By nostretch of the imagination
can these activities be described as cul-
tural, however loosely Vajpayee may de-
fine the adjective.

Let there be nomistaking, the RSSis

ing, Godse may not have been a mem-
ber of the RSS when he shot Mahatma
Gandhi, but Gandhi Jayanti is not sa-
cred for the RSS. Nor is the Jana Gana
Mana revered. In fact, Vajpayee was vir-'
tually crucified when as tlie then presi-
dent of the BJP he announced that the
new party stood for Gandhian social-

A.J. PHILP

authoritarian in its emphasis on disci-
pline, in its refusal to recognise the spe--
cific character of minorities
and in its intention of re-
forming the Hindu men-

ism, whatever it meant.
Similarly, the RSS has notyet aban-
doned its Akhand Bharat project. The
‘map of India that it uses inclydes coun-
1 tries like Burma, Bangladesh, Pakistan,
tality absolutely to pre- §rj | anka, Tibet andgfl\afghanistan. Im-
pare theadventofanew agine a future Indian foreign secretary
man, implying the need attending the RSS shakha and affirm-
to extend its sway OVer  ing his commitment to Akhand Bharat
thewholesociety. Itisyet when he has to manage diplomatic re-
torepudiate Gotwalkar§ Jations with these very nations.
original prescriptionthal  Smallwonder that the fears that the
still rankles the minori- RSS generate are not confined tosome
- ties, “Theforeignracesin sections alone. At one point, even Vaj-
payee was constrained to argue that the
political activities of the RSS affiliates
“do not helpan organisation (the RSS)
toestablish its apolitical credentials. He
further argued that “it is possible that
some people genuinely feel apprehen-
sive about the RSS. A certain onus ac-
cordingly devolved on the RSS, anonus

After Independence, when Sardar
Patel’s plan to allow the RSS cadres to
join the Congress did nat fructify, Gol-
walkar felt the need for some sort of po-
litical cover: He knew without political
support, the RSS could virtually turn
into a football in the political field. He,
therefore, lent the services of four of his
able cadres to Shyama Prasad Mukher-
jee when he founded the Jan Sangh in

1951. Among the cadres lent were Vaj-

payee, endowed with consummate ora-
torial skill, and the mild-mannered Ad-
vani. Theycan hardly be blamedif, halfa
century later, they feel beholden to the
RSS and are compelled to oblige their
parentbodyout of sheer gratitude.
Since 1951, the RSS has always
guided or directed the activities of the
Jan Sangh and its latter-day avatar. Not
only that, italso participated in the 1952

that has notbeen di ffectiv

Hindustan must either adopt the Hindu py the RSS”. Elabod'f:uhﬁ;%ef&s theniz
culture and language, must learn tore- e wrote, “Its (the RSS) repudiation of
spect and hold in reverence Hindureli- the theocratic state was welcomed. Yet,
gion, mustentertainnoideabutthoseof the question could legitimately be asked
glorification of the Hindurace andcul __ why does it not open its doors to

ture...ormaystayinthe OOUH'IY,)?VhO“Y Muslims? Recent statements of the
subordinated to the Hindu nation, cl- Rgg chief, Mr Deoras, indicate that
aimingnothing, desex\{lngnopnvﬂegﬁs, non-Hindus are being encouraged to:
far less any preferential treatment — jin the organisation. A natural corol-
notevencitizen’srights.” .. laryofthisprocesswould be clear enun-

The RSS did not have aconstitution ciation by the RSS that by ‘Hindu Rash-
of its own until Sardar Patel as Home g’ it means the Indian nation which
Minister forced it to have one. It does includes non-Hindus as equal mem-
not recognise the tricolour and has bers ” (indian Express, August2, 1979).
reservations on the Constitution of In-  Tyo decades have passed since Vaj-
dia. The BIP may be in power at the payee wrote this article but the RSS is
Centre butonRepublicDaysandInde- yet to repudiate the fundamentals on
pendence Days, the national flag does which Hegdewar, Golwalkar and Bal-
not fly atop the RSS headquarters at asaheb Deoras built up its edifice and
Nagpur. Thisisbecause the RSS récog-'Rajendra Singh soldiers on. Until then
nises only the ochre-coloured standard the fearswill remnain.
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RSS trying to confuse

main

v
New Delhi. February 10§ (%

Singh today lambasted the RSS for

questioning President K R
Narayanan's wisdom in seeking a clarifi-
cation from Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee on the Gujarat Government
order allowing its employees to join the
Sangh.

He emphasised that as the "protector
and defender of the Constitution", the
President was well within his rights in try-
ing to satisfy himself whether an action of
a state or Central Government func-
tionary was consistent with the letter and
spirit of the Constitution.

By raising doubts on the score, the RSS
and BJP were trying to confuse the real
jssues involved in the controversy, Mr
Singh stated at a news briefing at the All
India Congress Committee (AICC)
office.

Tepming Prime Minister Vajpayee and

me Minister L K Advani as "apologists

SENIOR CONGRESS leader Arjun

Issue,

Questioning

President’s role

.
for the RSS", he sternly criticised them

for putting forth various explanations to
defend the organisation and the Gujarat
Government's controversial move.

*They have completely missed the point
that our objection in this matter is not
related to the legal status or otherwise of
the RSS," Mr Singh said while stressing
that it was the ideology and activities of
the organisation that was objectionable.

He said that the basic thinking and style
of functioning of RSS was "totally alien”
to the political system that the country
had adopted through the Constitution.

Ridiculing the Prime Minister's expla-
nation that the RSS was a cultural organ-
isation, the Congress leader caustically
recalled some of the-prominent "cultugal

activities” that the organisati ‘had
indulged in during the past €ars of its
existence.

says

Con

1 l

Mr Arjun Sifigh charged that RSS had
scrupulously distanced itself from the
country's freedom movement, had creat-
ed an atmosphere in which Mahatma
Gandhi's assassination became possible,
and brought about the demolition of
Babri Masjid.

Referring to the RSS oath which
requires its members to swear unflinch-
ing allegiance to the cause of Hindu reli-
gion and cuiture, the Congress leader
demanded to know from Mr Vajpayee
and Mr Advani whether they too had
subscribed to the oath on becoming its
members.

He recalled that both the Prime
Minister and Home Minister had on sev-
eral occasions spoken of their long asso-
ciation with the organisation as its mem-
bers.

M Singh said they should state in clear
terms whether there was no conflict
between the RSS oath taken by them and
the oath of office administered to them
while taking up their current positions in
the Government.

/
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Advani’s move on RSS
leaves Qpposmon fummg

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 9

today mounted a stingin,

attack on the Government
following Home Minister
LK. Advani’s indication of a
review of the ban on Central
Government employees’ participa-
tion in RSS activities.

The Congress threatened to
launch a nationwide agitation to
resist the BJP-led Government’s
“nefarious moves to destroy the
fundamentals”, while the
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
charged Mr Advani with deviating
from the legal position on the RSS
issue.

The CPI-M warned that Mr
Advani’s reported plan was really
aimed at facilitating an “insidious
penetration and subversion of the
system”, the CPI alleged that the
Government was out to “destroy
the secular fabric” of the nation.

Accusing the Government of
going all out to “destroy and dese-
crate” the Constitution in a
planned  manner, Congress
spokesman Ajit Jogi said his party
was gearing up for action with all
its might in Parliament and out-
side. He appealed to “all the secu-
lar and like-minded parties” to rise
to the occasion. .

Significantly, the Congress asked
the BJP's own allies in the ruling
NDA coalition to spell out their
stand on the issues raised by the

THE OPPOSITION\parti s

JP lately on the RSS issue. Q"‘
P’S POSER: The NCP, in a

¥ strongly worded comment, said:
“The RSS believes in Hmdu rash-
tra and, therefore, has a communal

. ideology whereas India has a secu-

lar Constitution. Any organisation
favouring a communal ideology in
secular set up is dangerous.”
NCP spokesman Devendra Nath
Dwivedi pointed out that the judi-
cial pronouncements which Mr
Advani was invoking were really
on the question whether the RSS
came within the purview of the
Unlawful Activities Act, whereas
the ban on Government employ-
ees' participation in RSS activities
was under the conduct rules for
civil servants framed under Article
309 of the Constitution.

While the ban on participation in
political activities is intended to
ensure neutrality of the adminis-
trative apparatus, the ban on the
RSS is aimed at maintaining the
secular character of civil servants,
he added.

Mr Dwivedi accussed the Home
Minister of making this statement
either without thought or with the
clear intention of changing the
very character of bureaucracy, with
a view to advancing the Hindutva
ideology.

The NCP, on its part, has also
demanded more confidentiality in
the interactions between the
Rashtrapati Bhawan and the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO).
Regretting the “loss of respect and

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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A P
confidentiality”, Mr Dwivedi said
that exposmg the Rashtrapati
Bhavan to “public gaze is gross
impropriety” and the ties between
the Prime Minister and President
should have confidentiality.

The NCP spokesman was com-
menting on a remark made by
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee at a Press conference
that he would convey to the
President the decision about
Central Government employees'
participation in RSS activities.

“This means that the Prime

Minister is conveying the
Government's decision to the
President through the media
whereas the President should be
first told about it", Mr Dwivedi
said.
LEFT WARNING: CPI(M) polit-
buro member Sitaram Yechury,
warning of the dangers of “insidi-
ous penetration and subversion of
the system”, said the current state-
ments and clarifications about the
RSS was mere hair-splitting.

Seeking removal of the
Government ban on RSS, Mr
Yechury said the RSS leaders had
in 1948 assured the Government
that the organisation would cease
to take part in politics.

CPI national secretary D. Raja
said the proposal to allow
Government employees to join the
RSS was highly dangerous. The
Home Minister was carrying out
the RSS agenda and not the NDA
agenda, he said.



Revoke ban on

()fﬁ(ﬂals

joinin

RSS: Shan

Kalyan opposes move, Chauta)b ucks
for cover, Karunanidhi backs PM

The Times of India News Service
and Agencies

NEW DELHI: The decision of the
Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh govern-
ments allowing their employees to
participate in Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) activities has
evoked restrained but mixed reac-
tions from political leaders across
the country.

On Tuesday, senior Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader and
Union consumer affairs minister
Shanta Kumar demanded lifting
the ban on central and other state
government employees participat-
ing in RSS activities.

“If RSS members like Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, Lal Krishna Advani
and myself can become Prime Min-
ister and Union ministers, then
where is the rationale for restricting
a government clerk from partici-
pating in RSS activities?”” Mr Ku-
mar reasoned in an interview.

Mr Kumar, the third Union min-
ister after Murli Manohar Joshi and
Lal Krishna Advani to defend the
Gujarat government permitting its
employees to join the RSS, said, “If
it can be done in Gujarat, then why
not in the rest of the country? The
RSS is, after all, a cultural and na-
tionalist organisation.”

Asked if the ban on the Jamaat-i-
Islami which, along with RSS, was
put under the list of organisations
which government employees were
restrained from joining could also
be lifted, Mr Kumar said, “The RSS
is definitely on a different path.
Even various courts have dubbed it
a nationalist organisation..Jamat-i-
Islami’s case should be considered
separately on merit.”

In Aligarh, however, former Ut-
tar Pradesh chief minister Kalyan

Singh criticised the statement by
his successor Ram Prakash Gupta
permitting UP government em-
ployees to participate in RSS activi-
ties.

Speaking to reporters, Mr Kalyan
Singh said Mr Gupta was preparing
a “recipe for disaster” by encourag-
ing officials “to participate in politi-
cal activities”.

Mr Kalyan Singh added, “T have
been a member of the RSS since
my childhood, and have closely
known its functioning. The entire
political system of the BJP is con-
trolled by the RSS. This includes all
activities, such as allotment of party
tickets and the appointment of
ministers.”

In Chandigarh, Haryana chief
minister Om Prakash Chautala
ducked a question on whether his
Indian National Lok Dal (INLD),
which is a part of the NDA, sup-
ported the Gujarat government’s
decision on the RSS. At first he said
that the Prime Minister had already
clarified the situation, then added,
“Besides, we don’t have any such
problem in Haryana at present.”

In Chennai, Tamil Nadu chief
minister M. Karunanidhi endorsed
the PM’s remark that the RSS was
not a political outfit but only a so-
cial organisation.

Talking to mediapersons at the
state secretariat, Mr Karunanidhi
said, “The Prime Minister has said
the RSS is not a political organisa-
tion. I accept it.”

However, he said Tamil Nadu
government employees would not
be allowed to participate in RSS ac-
tivities unless they obtained orders
from the courts in favour of such a
move.

P See Edit: RSVP: RSS, Page 12
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9 arunanidhi 0!
% defends PM’s
¢ stand on RS \\7/

CHENNAI, FEB.8. The Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister, Mr. M. Karuna-
nidhi, today defended the Prime
Minister, Mr. Vajpayee’s stand
that the Rashtriya Swamyamse-
vak Sangh is not a political party.
“It is an accepted fact,” he said.

At any rate, the Tamil Nadu
Government would not permit its
employees to participate in RSS
activities, though the probiem did
not concern the State, he said.

Mr. Karunanidhi faced a volley
of questions at a press meet in
which the Gujarat Government’s
recent revocation of the order
barring its employees from par- |
ticipating in the activities of the
RSS figured prominently. He had
already made known his stand
that Government employees were

. barred from joining any political
| party, Mr. Karunanidhi said when
his attention was drawn to the
Opposition criticism that partners
in the BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance had not opposed
the Gujarat Government's move.

The RSS had been termed a so-
cial movement by the PM and the
Supreme Court had lifted the ban
on the outfit which had earlier
been proscribed three times, he
said. “Tell me what is communal
and I will learn from you” the
Chief Minister shot back respon-
ding to a question whether the
RSS was not communal. — Our |
Special Correspondent

See also Page 13 l
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, FEB. 7. Amid the raging
rsy over the Gujarat deci-
the Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister,'Mr. Ram Prakash Gupta,
said today that his Government
would not take any action against
State Government officials taking
part in activities of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh as there was
no ban on it in the State.

“The officials of the State Gov-
ernment are not barred from par-
ticipating in RSS activities as it is
just a cultural organisation and

not a political outfit,” he said.
“The ban on Government officials
is on joining any political party,”
he told reporters here.

The interpretation that the RSS
had political leanings was a mat-
ter of discussion that could be left
to the courts, the Chief Minister
said adding that the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, too
had already clarified this.

To a question whether there
was any Government Order ban-
ning State officials from participa-
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~“No action against “officials
vfor RSS activities in U.P.

ting in such activities, Mr. Gupta
replied that he had no knowledge
about any such order.

Earlier, the Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty vice-president, Ms. Mayawati,
had warned the State Govern-
ment against any Gujarat-like
step allowing officials to take part
in RSS activities, saying the State
had witnessed frequent commu-
nal tensions and any such move
would further aggravate the situa-
tion. — PTI
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VHP threatens stir against

Bajrang Dal me

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Fan.N

Qs

BHOPAL, Feb. 6. — Thev\%lshwa Hindu
Parishad will launch a nation-wide agitation on
14 or 15 February to demand the Madhya
Pradesh chief minister’s dismissal, if he disal-
lows the Bajrang Dal from holding its first
national convention here, during 18-20
February, the VHP senior vice-president,
Acharya Giriraj Kishore, said here today.

Acharya Kishore threatened that VHP activists
will disrupt programmes involving Mr Digvijay
Singh throughout India, if he does not desist
from throwing a spanner in the works of the
Bajrang Dal, the VHP’s youth wing.

He said the Bajrang Dal will have its conven-
tion, regardless of the “consequences” for which,
he added, the Digvijay Singh government would
be responsible. He said 10,000-odd VHP-Bajrang
Dal delegates will “peacefully” gather to partici-
pate in the three-day convention, adding that
the state government might arrest them in its
bid to torpedo the convention.

Holding the move as “illegal and undemocrat-

, Acharya Kishore said certain compulsions
ar1s1ng out of the Congress party’s “internal con-
tradictions” might have forced Mr Singh to take
the decision.

The VHP will not ask the BJP-led Central gov-
ernment to intervene, he said, although the deci-

cet b ban %

«

sion is a “blot on democracy e hre capable of
ﬁghtmg against the subversion of qur democrat-
ic rights,” he said. Acharya Kishore\said the pro-
posed convention will be inaugurated by the for-
mer CBI director, Mr Joginder Singh. It will
deliberate on the threat to our naticnal security
and work out strategies to curb rising terrorist
activities across India. “Obviously, Mr Singh is
disinterested in such crucial issues of national
importance, even as cassettes of the militant
leader Azhar Massood do the rounds here, and
Christian missionaries assault minor children to
convert them to Christianity in his home turf,
Rajgarh.” The state BJP has also condemned Mr
Singh for his “inappropriate, high-handed and
illegal” decision to stymie the convention. The
Union minister of state for HRD, Mrs Sumitra
Mahajan, and several state BJP leaders
described the decision as “unconstitutional.”

In his response to the Bajrang Dal’s intention
to go ahead with its convention, Mr Singh said
his government will take “effective and stern”
measures to maintain communal harmony and
uphold the law and order situation in a “sensi-
tive” Bhopal, which witnessed the country’s
worst communal riots after Babri Masjid was
demolished in December 1992.

“We will not allow the VHP-Bajrang Dal to viti-
ate the peaceful and harmonious atmosphere
here at any cost,” he said.
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PM backs Gujarat order, Cong cries foul

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 5

[

A pg
v

PRIME MINISTER A B Vajpayee today lent

full support to the Gujarat Government's Jotifi-

cation lifting the ban on its employees joining

the RSS and said there need be no objections

on this score.

Close on the heels of President K R
Narayanan seeking clarification from the
Centre on the Gujarat action, Mr Vajpayee
said, "The RSS is not a political outfit. It is a
social and cultural organisation. I don’t think
objections should be raised on anybody joining
it."

He made these remarks while responding to
newsmen's queries over the Presidential poser
after inaugurating the World Book Fair here.

The Government, said Mr Vajpayee, would be
providing the President with the clarifications
that he has sought on the Gujarat
Government's action. "I am confident this will
satisfy him," he added.

Reacting to the news published in these
columns this morning on the Presidential com-
munication, a Rashtrapati Bhavan spokesman
said the President had merely forwarded to the
Government the memoranda submitted to him
by the Congress and other Opposition parties
along with a covering letter.

Meanwhile, the Congress has deplored Mr
Vajpayee's defence of the Gujarat
Government's order permitting civil servants'
participation in RSS activities.

Responding to the Premier's remarks,
Congress spokesman Anil Shastri said the NDA

partners should take note of the fact that Mr
Vajpayee, in describing the Sangh as a socio-
cultural organisation from which Government
employees need not be cordoned off, has now
chosen to wear the "mask” willed to him by the
RSS, the Bajrang Dal and the VHP.

Describing the comments as a "major devia-
tion" on the PM's part, Mr Shastri said the line
he had taken was meant to please the RSS and
its frontal outfits: "Mr Vajpayee's description of
the Sangh as a cultural body needs to be con-
demned. It cannot be forgotten that an RSS
worker had killed Mahatma Gandhi."

Reacting to a report in The Hindustan Times,
he welcomed the President's action: "We feel
happy and satisfied that the President, in his
wisdom, is discharging his Constitutional
responsibilities and duties.”

{HE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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Clarify Gujarat order,

President
“r/z/\ﬂinistwi communication tha);f

ng Raina
New Delhi, February 4

practice, President K

Narayanan is understood Yo
have sought clarification from the
Centre over the Gujarat
Government's recent withdrawal
of the ban on its employees joining
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS). .

In a communication to the Prime
Minister, Mr Narayanan has
reportedly posed specific queries
on the Centre's role in the Gujarat
decision to lift the 14-year-old ban.

The President's note is reported
to have been accompanied by the
memoranda submitted by the
Congress and some other
Opposition parties to him recently
on the contentious issue.

Highly placed sources said the
President generally forwards many
a memoranda submitted to him
from time to time for the
Government's consideration. "But
in this particular case, Mr
Narayanan has chosen to seek clar-
ifications on certain specific
points," they said.

Mr Narayanan's intervention
assumes significance in the light of
the Gujarat notification on
removal of the ban making a clear
reference to the Union Home

IN A significant departure frpm

[T

there is "nothing unlawful’ in the
activities of the RSS as spelt out in
the June 1993 pronouncements of
the Unlawful Activity Prevention
Tribunal.

The Tribunal's judgement had
followed an appeal by the RSS
against the Centre's ban slapped
after the December 1992 demoli-
tion of the Babri mosque.

The Centre's ban order had also
named Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) as an unlawful organisa-
tion.

Even as the Tribunal refused to
confirm the Government's ban
over the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh, it upheld the same against
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad.
However, the ban against this
organisation lapsed on its own in
1994.

The Centre did not renew the
same afresh.

Official *sources indicated that
the Centre had not acted on the
Tribunal's report over the last six
years, nor had it ever recommend-
ed it to other State Governments
even where the BIJP has been in

POWET.
Gujarat is the first State to have
amended its Civil Servants'

Conduct Rules (1971) to give a
free hand to its employees includ-
ing policemen below the IPS rank

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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tells Centre

to openly participate in the RSS
activities.

With regard to all other State
and Union Territory Governments,
the service conduct rules of the
employees are in conformity with
the Central Civil Service
(Conduct) Rules, 1964.

These rules prohibit government
servants from joining any political
party or organisation which takes
part in politics, subscribes in aid of
or assists in any other manner, any
political movement or activity.

The participation of the Central
Government servants in the activi-
ties of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh and Jamaat-e-Islami is
banned under Clause (16) of the
CCS (Conduct rules).

"As certain doubts have been
raised about the Government's
policy with respect to the member-
ship of and participation in the
activities of the RSS and Jamaat-e-
Islami by the Government ser-
vants, it is clarified that the
Government has always held the
activities of these two organisa-
tions to be of such a nature that
participation in them by the
Government servants would
attract disciplinary action,” says
clause 16 of the CCS rules.

The Government's stance has
been further clarified in this
regard, in Clause 18.



UP Governor refers Religious.

Buildings Bill t
WA« W \(\G/\ﬂ

UTTAR PRADESH Governor Suraj Bhan has

HT Correspondent
Lucknow, February 2

referred the controversial Uttar Pradesh
Regulation of Public Religious Buildings and
Places Bill to the President for his assent.

Not only has the Governor conceded the demand
of various Muslim organisations, but has also raised
a question mark on the future of the Bill.

After Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh, UP was the
third state in the country to have

o President

vote on January 5 next. The Upper Hous m
the Bill the very next day.

The Uttar Pradesh government had immédiately
sent the bill to the Governor for his assent. Hqwever,
the Governor withheld his assent as he had Sought
some clarifications from the state government.

The Home Secretary had also met the Governor in
this connection and provided data on the increasing
ISI activities on the Indo-Nepal border in recent

cars.

Y On the other hand, several social organisations had
also  personally met the

passed the controversial Bill.
Incidentally though the Bill
raised a furore in the social and
religious circles here, there had
been no noise from Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh where they
were adopted way back in 1954
and 1984 respectively.
Apparently the state govern-
ment’s claim that the bill had
been brought primarily to check

Though the Bill has raised a
furore in UP, there was no
protests in Rajasthan and

Madhya Pradesh where they
were adopted way back in

1954 and 1984.

Governor to convey their fears
about certain provisions of the
Bill. While urging the govern-
ment to take the sternest possi-
ble action to check ISI activities
in the state, the Muslim leaders
demanded protection for the
innocent members of the com-
munity.

The Governor said that he had
asked the delegation members if

the ISI activities had raised the
apprehensions in the Muslim quarters, especially
with a BJP government at the helm of afairs.

On being contacted, Governor Suraj Bhan said that
he took the decision to refer the bill to the President
primarily because of the involvement of some
Central Acts like the CRPC, Transfer of Property
Act, Waqf ACT and Religious Trust Act. He said he
had gone through the proceedings of both the
Houses of the state legislature in connection with
this Bill before taking a decision.

1t may be recalled that the Bill was tabled in the
state Assembly on January 4 and was passed by voice

they had received any complaint
from the two states of Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh .Their replies were in the negative.

The issue was also raised during the Governor’s
visit to Nadwa to condole the death of Maulana Ali
Mian. There he was told that Maulana Ali Mian
would have also opposed the Bill.

Thereafter, a delegation of prominent Muslim
scholars had also met him in this connection. Deeni
Talimi Council, a prominent organisation of the
Minorities had also demanded the Governor not t
give his assent to the Bill while the Muslim Legglle
MPs had sought an appointment with him.

THE HINDUSTAN TBAES
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UP _Governor Bhan sends

ﬁ/lglous Bill t }

| EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
Lucknow,FEB4 AL\

)

IN an apparent attempt to cool
off tempers and avoid any contro-
versy, Governor Suraj Bhan has
declined to put his seal of approval
on the controversial Uttar
Pradesh Regulation of Public Re-
ligious Buildings and Places Bill,
passed by both the Houses
through voice vote despite strident
opposition in early January. The
Bill virtually bans construction of
any religious place or building or
even renovation of existing ones
unless permission is obtained
from the District Magistrate.

“I referred it for Presidential
consent because of the involve-
ment of some Central Acts like
the CrPC, Transfer of Property
Act, Wagf Act and Religious En-
dowment Act and had gone
through the proceedings of both

might introdice some "amend-

ments to make it more acceptable -

before returning it to the Presi-
dent. The Governor’s move was
not unusual and there were a
number of precedents, legal
sources said.

But this décision of the Gover-
nor hasled tomany red faces in the
Ram Prakash Gupta government
because officially, it had claimed
that the introduction of the Bill
was a necessity to curb “increasing
ISI activities,” especially along the
porous Indo-Nepal border.

The Opposition, however, criti-

cised the government claiming that

the Bill was targeted at alienating
the minority community and a vio-
lation of the fundamental right to
practice a religion. Gupta had then

President -

countered by saying thaf so/any
court” would throw the t.
‘While the Opposition couldn’t
block the passage of the Bill, the
Governor’s decision has given it
another chance to rally against it.
“The Bill is nothing but another
tool in the hands of the BJP gov-

_ermnment to persecute and harass

the members of the minority com-
mumty We will continue Oppos-
ing it at all possible fora,” said
Pramod Tiwari, Corigress Legisla-
ture Party leader.
fact, several delegatxons
co‘n rising members of the minor-
ity oommumty met the Governor
arguing that the Bill was being in-
troduced only for their persecution.
The Bill had clearly stated that
before making any construction of
religious places and buildings the
consent of the DMs was a must

INDIAN EXPRESS
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and his decision could be -
lenged only by the Comgi 1/09(



Basu la{pbﬁsts Vajpayee for:
ks on Ayodhya

his re

HT Correspondent a we
New Delhi, December A

FORMER WEST Bengal ghxef
Minister Jyoti Basu today strongly
protested Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee's statement that
the construction of a Ram temple
at Ayodhya was the expression of a
"national sentlment " which
remains unfinished. ““Is it the
people's wish to construct a temple
on illegal land? Is it people's wish
that thousands be killed?" Mr Basu
exgostulated in anger.

n his first visit here after quit-
ting office, the veteran Marxist was
at his scathing best as he used the
Babri Masjid demolition anniver-
sary to flay the " “evil forces" rep-
resenting the Sangh and its ideolo-
gy and justified his earlxer descrip-

tion of their activities as * “barbar-
ic and uncivilised.”
“"The demolition and the

attacks on the Christians cannot be
described in any other way," he
said, while releasing noted lawyer
A G Noorani's book ° “The RSS
and the BJP: A Division of
Labour" brought out by CPI-M's
Leftword Books.

The subject of the book, Mr Basu
pointed out, was * “very important
for the Left, democratlc, secular,
civilised and patriotic people” and
needed to be taken to the people
to educate them of the RSS-BJP's
real face. It should be translated
into dlfferent Indian languages so
that even “the illiterates" get to
know about it, he said, quite car-
ried away by his own 1mpasmoned
plea to launch an °ideological
battle" against the forces which are
now ruling the country.

The inadvertent slip apart, Mr
Basu did not hold back his punch-
es. He exposed the Sangh's
attempts to establish a misplaced
synonymity between Hindutva and
Hinduism and accused it of
" “attacking other religions as well
as insulting Hinduism". He
charged the BJP with using its
"influence in power to completely
do away with our idea of unity in

diversity and national integration".
He lamented that communal
forces were circumventing existing
electoral laws to use religion for
electoral purposes.

“We have to fight back. We can-
not surrender to those who want to
destroy India's unity and the secu-
lar character of our Constitution,”
Mt Basu declared. The only way to
do this, he said, was to * " repeated-
ly go back to the people” and
““unite the secular, democratic
forces." Elsewhere, Mr Basu also
noted that there was a difference
between the Congress and the BJP
where communalism was con-

cerned.

Mr Basu also narrated his con-
versation with the Prime Minister
last year after he had dubbed the
Sangh  as “barbaric  and
uncivilised”. When Mr Vajpayee
maintained that the demolition,
was an " “accident”, Mr Basu salg
he gave him taped speeches of for-
mer UP Chief Minister Kalyan
Singh and cited the riots that
trailed L K Advani's rath Yyatra, He;
urged Mr Vajpayee to write to hi

and suggest how he shouk
describe the demolition. * “He has
still not written to me,” Mr Basu

said.
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(¥ Unlawful Entry

The Gujarat government has lifted a 14-year-old ban ¢
ernment employees joining the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).
This concession would not apply to IAS, IPS and Forest Service offi-
cers, since these services are governed by the All-India Service Rules.
Many would argue that singling out the RSS for preferential treatment
from among the 16 organisations that have been declared unlawful be-
trays the ideological bias of the state government. Organisations such
as the Anand Marg, Vishwa Hindu Parishad, the Sati Pati Creed and
the All-India Muslim Majlis-E-Mushawarat can now claim that they
are as patriotic and culturally oriented as the RSS. To pre-empt any
such argument, the Gujarat government has resorted to legalism. It has
quoted a 1993 directive of the Unlawful Activity Prevention Tribunal
of the Union home ministry which gave a clean chit to the RSS, declar-
ing its activities to be lawful. It is not surprising that the lifting of the
ban comes on the eve of the three-day ‘sankalp shibir’ of the state RSS
starting January 7. There is hardly a shred of doubt among commenta-
tors that the Gujarat government is beholden to the RSS and its more
extreme affiliate organisations when it comes to crucial questions that
affect minorities-and their basic human rights. The recent instance of al-
lowing the ‘shilanyas’ for a temple in a Christian majority village is only
the latest proof of the government’s partisan attitude. With the lifting of
the ban on state government employees joining the RSS, what was be-
ing encouraged covertly will now be done in broad daylight. Whether
this could vitiate the neutrality of the civil service in the long run is
something politicians with narrow agendas seldom pause to consider.

The events in Gujarat have once again lent credence to the allega-
tion that the BJP has a ‘hidden agenda’. This is reflected in the party
consigning tocold storage a number of contentious issues in order to
meet the compulsions of coalition politics at the Centre. Hence, at the
level of the politics of pragmatism, Ayodhya, Article 370 and a common
civil code are anathema to the BJP. The party has taken pains to con-
vince its coalition partners that the agenda of the NDA is indeed the
preferred agenda of the BJP. In the process, however, it has had to turn
its back on the very issues that catapulted it from 3 to 162 seats in the
Lok Sabha. The conduct of the Gujarat government makes one thing
abundantly clear: the original ideological moorings of the BJP remain
unaltered. The state government in Gujarat has a comfortable majority
and is not hostage to the vagaries of coalition politics. It has, therefore,
chosen to follow the undiluted agenda of the BJP and the sangh pari-
var. The voting public of India has, in successive elections, refused to
give the BJP a decisive mandate at the Centre. This has forced the party
to respect the plurality of India, despite its adherence to a largely
monochromatic vision, of which the RSS is an emblem. By openly es-
pousing the cause of this organisation, the Gujarat government could
be dangerously rocking the boat for the BJP at the Centre.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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BJP allies silent on
Gujarat RSS move

Rajesh Ramachandran

New Delhi, January 9
?‘“g‘ *HE BJP'S allies are refusing
. to be drawn into any criti-
i cism of the Gujarat govern-
ment's decision to allow its
employees, including the police, to
join the Rashtriya Sawayamsevak
Sangh. )4 - o A
There has been a single] faint
voice of dissent from the Tamil
Nadu ally, Marumalarchi Dravida
Munnetra Kazhakam (MDMK).
Its  general  secretary, V
Gopalaswamy, has expressed
"resentment”, and said he will take
up the issue with the Prime
Minister.
Asked to react, Telugu Desam
parliamentary party leader Yerran

Naidu first wanted to know
whether Trinamool Congress
leader and Railway Minister

Mamata Banerjee had said any-
thing. But she too is quiet. She is in
Calcutta and would not respond to
calls. Her spokesman, Mr Jayanta
Bhattacharjee, said: "I don't know.
Only Mamata Banerjee can speak
on the issue." Mr Yerran Naidu too
preferred to refer the matter to his
leader, Andhra Pradesh chief min-
ister Chandrababu Naidu.

Even the DMK, which makes a
virtue of its secularism and
Dravidian nationalism, warded off
the question. Union industry min-
ister Murasoli Maran passed the

wi- 2

1

buck to Chennaif where chief min-
ister Muthuvel {Karunanidhi and
his  personal | assistant, Mr
Shanmughanathln, were perpetu-
ally busy.

Samata Party general secretary
Jaya Jaitely openly supported the
move: "I would support an individ-
ual's right to be in the RSS even if
he is employed in the government.
But the government shouldn't
encourage or promote anyone to
join the RSS."

Gujarat home minister H%kf.n’
Pandya, while announcing the
decision, had referred to a central
home ministry communique. But
central government employees are
still barred from joining the RSS.
However, the Union home min-
istry too was in no mood to explain
the dichotomy.

What the BIP's allies did hesi-
tantly, the beauracrats did with
elan: The buck was passed from
the home ministry spokesman to a
special secretary to another special
secretary to a joint secretary to
another joint secretary and back to
the spokesman, who by then was
on leave.

With the establishment shying
away from disclosing the facts and
influential allies turning a blind
eye, soon the neighbourhood
policeman will don khaki of anoth-
er variety. And so could the prima-
ry schoolteacher manning an elec-
tion booth.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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KHAKI SHORTS

gl \o\t Gujarat lifts ban on RSS w‘ggnw

HAT Gujarat does today, India does tomorrow — so says

the BJP \Gujarat is the BJP’s model state and with its :
vast cadre network and clear majority in government it is the
testing ground for the entire RSS family — of which the BJP
is an important part. The communal riots of the 80s first
started in Gujarat with a pogrom against Muslims beginning
as early as 1985 and spreading to the rest of the country; L K
Advani started his rath yatra from Somnath; the political
polarisation along communal lines won its first electoral divi-
dends in this state; the violence against Christians was initial-
ly tested out in the tribal areas of Dangs before moving east;
the religion-based census was tried here last year before it
was revoked because of strong opposition. The latest attempt
to saffronise the state is the lifting of the ban on government
employees joining the RSS. According to civil service rules,
government servants are not allowed to be members of any
political parties, or have anything to do with 16 banned organ-
isations like the Ananda Marg, Hindu Mahasabha, VHP, RSS
and the Jamaat-e-Islami. The Keshubhai Patel government
has lifted the ban on the RSS saying that the latter is commit-
ted to patriotism and discipline and he cannot find “anything
unlawful about its activities”.

The first steps on the BJP’s real agenda have been taken.
There is no denying that many bureaucrats already harbour
RSS sympathies, with the lifting of the ban they will be able to
wear their khaki shorts over their trousers. The BJP have
been trying to legitimise the RSS for sometime — distancing
Nathuram Godse, the murderer of the Mahatma, from the
organisation; showing off the R3S as a social and cultural
organisation working towards Gandhian nationalism, but all
it requires is a single reading of their mouthpiece, The
Organiser, to see their communal fangs. The RSS is a com-
pletely exclusivist body which projects a Hindu theocratic
state with all minorities relegated to second-class citizens. Its
concept of Indian nationalism enshrines Hindutva, very differ-
ent from the secular character enshrined in the constitution.
By lifting the ban on the RSS, the BJP, in Gujarat first, has
embarked on the long-term goal of gaining acceptability for
the Parivar. Once the RSS is rehabilitated then VHP, Bajrang
Dal and Hindu Jagaran Manch can follow. By experimenting

¢ in Gujarat where it needs no allies, the BJP is testing the
| reaction of other constituents of the alliance. The TDP, DMK
. and Trinamul Congress have been very critical of the RSS in

the past, but/have been impressed by the cultivated liberal
face of the BJP headed by Vajpayee. The NDA partners should

seriously/consider the developments inGr/uWat and take

action. Tomorrow may be too late.
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_RSS & SER

Advani Sanctioned Gu

A
F you do not adopt thiss VL By AG NOORANI px \

 would be invited to

, tution and become,
i in form a state functionary; in

CCI

course, then do not fol-
low the present Consti-
tution. Substitute something
else. Put in a Congress Consti-
tution or some other Consti-
tution or put in the RSS Cons-
titution — whatever you like —
but not this Constitution. This
Constitution is meant to be
worked by a ring of service
which will keep the country
intaet.” When Sardar Patel
delivered this anguished admo-
nition to the Constituent
Assembly, on 10 October 1949,
he was at pains to emphasise

able not only for the
working of parlia-
mentary democracy
but also for preserv-
ing its unity. “The
Union will go — you
will not have a unit-
ed India, if you do
not have a good all-
India service which
has the indepen-
dence to speak out
its mind...”.

Patel could not
have imagined that
a day would come,
and in his own state,
too, when the RSS

~

work the Consti-

effect, the ruler of the state. He
was rebutting criticisms of the
provisions in the draft Consti-
tution regarding the services.
It would be absurd to suggest
that his remarks concerned the
central services alone, leaving
the states free to pack their
services with party men.

POLITICAL

As far back as 27 April 1948,
as Union home minister, Patel
wrote a letter to Prime Minis-
ter Jawaharlal Nehru which
deserves to rank among the
historic documents of Consti-
tution-making in India: “I need
hardly emphasise that an effi-
cient, disciplined and contented
service, assured of its prospect
as a result of diligent and hon-
est work, is a sine qua non of
sound administration under a
democratic regime even more
than under an authoritarian
rule. The service must be above
party and we should ensure
that political considerations,
either in its recruitment or in
its discipline and control, are
reduced to the minimum, if not
eliminated altogether.”

The issue was whether to
leave the basic rules of the ser-
vices to be regulated by ordi-
nary legislation or in the Cons-
titution itself. Patel opined:
“Constitutional guarantees and
safeguards are the best medi-
um of providing for these ser-
vices and are likely to be more
lasting.” No court can ignore
this document while construing

! Part XIV ef the Constitution
* concerning the services. Article

309 empowers the “appropriate
legislature”, central or state, by

I that a politically neutral civil
' service is indispens- —————

a

ment, conditions of service, etc.
Until that is done, the Presi-
dent or the Governor, as the
case may be, can make rules
for those purposes. Article 312
provides for the establishment
of All-India Services “Common
to the Union and the States”.
Patel’s observations apply to,
both, all-India services and
state services. When Article
154 says that “the executive
power of the State be vested in
the Governor and shall be exer-
cised by him either directly or
through officers subordinate to

The author is a lawyer and
commentator on current

affairs.

/7 him in accordance with this’

Constitution”, it means clearly,

{ in so far as the civil service 1

concerned, one which is “abov

W party”, recruited without “polit-

i

ical considerations”. Article 53

~# contains identical provisions in

respect of the President. Any

KLY other construction would leave
A} the Congress, the CPM, the
Ip Akali Dal, the DMK and

" Telegu Desam free to recruit

L civil servants from the ranks of
e their party or front organisa-
% tions of the party. That would
coeseearn. D€ & perversion of the Consti-

-tution.

On 4 November 1948, while
introducing the draft Consti-
tution in the Constituent As-
sembly, BR Ambedkar expoun-
ded the fundamentals underly-
ing it: “The form of the admin-

istration must be appropriate

and in the same sense as the
form of the Constitution.” An
RSS-ridden civil service cannot

work a secular Constitution. T
For, “it is perfectly possible to "

pervert the Constitution, with-
out changing its form, by mere-
ly changing the form of the
administration and to (sic)
make it inconsistent and
opposed to the spirit of the
Constitution.”

NO PRETENCE

This is precisely what the
government of Gujarat has
done with the full backing of
the Government of India in the
ministry of home headed by Lal
Krishna Advani. Ever since
independence, governments at
the Centre and in the states
banned members of certain
organisations from recruitment
to their respective services.
Additionally, they forbade per-
sonnel of the services from
membership of those bodies.
The list was prepared by the
Centre and revised periodical-

ly; the last time, in 1986.

Accordingly, the Gujarat Civil
Servants Conduct Rules, 1971,
forbade them from having any
connection with the RSS,
besides some others. The VHP,
the Hindu Mahasabha, the
Anand Marg, the All-India
Muslim Majlis-e-Mushawarat,
the Sati Pati Creed and the
Mass Movement (Madhok fac-
tion) were among the 16 bodies
on the list.

L

. l!‘

rat's Order

CES-1

The change was brought

4 about with a deviousness and
law to regulate their recruit- disingenuity that reveals the

Advani approach in its true
colours. The Gujarat govern-
ment sends a “query” to the
Union home ministry, quite out
of the blue, and the latter
sends the desired reply. What
was the inspiration behind this
move in respect of just one
black-listed body? There was

not even the pretence of a com-

prehensive review of the list by
the Centre. The state RSS had
organised a mammoth camp of
30,000 near Ahmedabad from 7
January. Gujarat’s minister of
state for home, Haren Pandya,

disclosed the contents of the
Centre’s letter of 13 July 1999.
It cited the report of the
Unlawful Activities Tribunal in
1993 which had not found any-
thing “unlawful” in RSS activi-
ties.

This was a reference to the
report of the tribunal, headed
by Justice PK Bahri of the

PERVERSION

Justice Bahri’s findings were
as strange as his outlook was
revealing. In his view, “by itself
the Ram Janmabhoomi move-
ment could be termed as laud-
able as far as Hindus are con-
cerned”, provided it was con-
ducted “peacefully”. He did not
say it was permissible, but
“laudable”. He said also that
the “laudable objectives being
pursued by the VHP cannot be
objected [to], for strengthening
the various Hindu sects for
uniting them”. British policies
were aimed at preventing
Muslims from getting “assimi-
lated in the mainstream of the
culture of this country” — the
Sangh parivar’s view.

It was a judge with such an
outlook who, rejecting all evi-
dence of complicity in the
demolition, perversely exoner-
ated the RSS. But the list was
based on the RSS’s entire
record since it was founded 75
years ago; a record of complici-
ty in communal riots and of
sheer deceit. Advani is very
much mistaken if he imagines
that his edict of dispensation
can wipe out that record or,
more to the point, escape judi-
cial scrutiny. The full text of
the letter of 13 July 1999 must
be published now. The record
will be dragged before the

Delhi High Court on 4 June oy if the Gujarat order is

1993, under the Unlawful, i -
Activities (Prevention) Act, thente Sovumontaiine. Mooy
1967, striking down the Gov- pandya's fulsome praise of the
ernment of India’s order of 10 RS seems only to invite atten-
December 1992 banning the tion 44 the record. “The RSS is
RSS along with the VHP and preaching patriotism and serv-
the Bajrang Dal. The bans, ing the society and the nation,”
——— imposed after the j{ {5, “patriotic, service-orient-
demollltlon of the ed, nation-building organisa-
Babari mosque on 6 tjon” which has “proved its cre-
December, cited two gentials” — an organisation
grounds, namely, which, despite the fervent
complicity in the ploag of Jayaprakash Narayan
demolition and im- jn1977.78 " refused to open its
putation of disloyal- qoors to non-Hindus.

ty against members The RSS's professions of
of certain communi- nobility and selfless service
ties. This ban, sure- perit the poet’s rebuke: Itni na
ly, had no-thing to pq,pq pakiye daman ki hiqayat
do with the black- noman ko zara dekh zara
list of old which was pandey kabah dekh (Don't tell
based on wider con- 5 long tale of virtuous conduct.
s1der§t10n§ which Just Took at your skirt, the tell-
are still valid. If the ta]e stains and the tears).

letter of 13 July
- 1999 is allowed to (To be concluded)

pass muster, there
is nothing to prevent
Advani from amend-
ing the Central Civil Services
(Conduct) Rules, 1994 on the
lines of the Gujarat amend-
ment.

ity

5
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RSS & SERVICES-II

% A Half-Century’s Gory

HAT of the earlier ban
on the RSS on 4
February 1948, in the

wake of the assassination of
Gandhi by Nathuram Godse on
30 January and the events pre-
ceding it? The then chief secre-
tary of UP, Rajeshwar Dayal,
revealed in his memoirs, A Life
of Our Times, published in
1998, that soon after the parti-
tion the deputy IGP of the
western range, BBL Jaitley,
produced before
him two steel
trunks. They “re-
vealed incontro-
vertible evidence
of a dastardly con-
spiracy to create a
communal holo-
caust throughout
the western dis-
tricts”. There were
accurate maps
“marking out the [\\
Muslim localities |!

and habitations ...
Timely raid con-
ducted on the
premises of the
RSS had brought
the massive con-
spiracy to light.
The whole plot

had been concerted under the

direction and supervision of the
supremo of the organisation
himself — Both Jaitley and I
pressed for the immediate
arrest of the prime accused MS
Golwalkar (the supremo ...)".
He eluded the police who were
armed with nothing more dead-
ly than a letter of warning from
the CM, GB Pant, who refused
to order the arrest. He was
arrested only after Gandhi’s
assassination. \\

RSS FAMILY

For long, the Sangh Pagivar
claimed that Godse was npt a
member of the RSS. His broth-
er and co-conspirator, Gopal,
spilled the beans in an inter-
view to Frontline (28 January,
1994): “All the brothers were in
the RSS. You can say we grew
up in the RSS rather than in
our home. It was like a family
to us. Nathuram had become a
baudhik karyavah (intellectual
worker) in the RSS. He has
said in his statement that he
left the RSS ... betdtise
Golwalkar and the RSS were in
a lot of trouble after the mur-
der of Gandhi. But he did not
leave the RSS.” To the ques-
tion, “Advani has recently said
that Nathuram had nothing to
do with the RSS”, he replied:
“It is cowardice to say that.”

A government communique of
4 February 1948, announcing
the ban, accused RSS members
of “acts of violence involving
arson, robbery, dacoity and
murder” and attempts to “sub-
orn the police and military”. A
communique of 11 July 1949
recorded the RSS’s assurances
which led to the lifting of the
ban. They concerned democrat-
ic functioning internally,
“eschewing secrecy and abjur-
ing violence”.

By AG NOORANI

Earlier, to Shyama Prasad
Mokerjee’s pleas for letting the
RSS free, Patel wrote to him on
6 May 1948 that Hindu
Mahasabha members had
“gloated over the tragedy and
distributed sweets ... The same
would apply to the RSS with
the additional danger inherent
in an organisation run in secret
on military or semi-military
lines”. On 1 July 1948, he
wrote, “The activities of the
RSS constituted a clear threat
to the existence of the Govern-
ment and the State”.

More than one judicial com-
mission of inquiry has indicted
the RSS for complicity in com-
munal riots. If the Jagan-
mohan Reddy Commission on

4 the Ahmedabad riots (1969)

and the Madan Commission on
the Bhiwandi riots (1970)
exposed the United Front tac-

M tics of the RSS and its political

wing, the Jan Sangh, ancestor
of the BJP, Justice Vithaya-
thil’s report on the Tellicherry
riots (1971) censured the RSS
for “rousing up” communal feel-
ing and for “preparing the
background for the distur-
bances”. Justice Jitendra
Narain’s Report on the
Jamshedpur riots (1979) cen-
sured the RSS supremo MD
Deoras personally for the com-
munal propaganda that had
caused the riots. The RSS had
held a conference there “only
four days before the Ram
Navami festival (when the riots
erupted) and the speech deliv-
ered by Shri Balasaheb Deoras
contributed their full share in
fomenting these communal
feelings”. The RSS had created
“a climate for these distur-
bances”.

The report of Justice P Venu-
gopal of the Madras High
Court, on the riots in Kanya-
kumari in March 1982, found
the RSS guilty of fomenting
anti-Christian feelings: “It has
taken upon itself the task to
teach the minority their place
and if they are not willing to
learn their place, teach them a
lesson. The RSS has given res-
pectability to communalism
and communal riots and de-
moralise (sic) administration.”

POLITICS

The RSS position on the
‘Constitution of India was
revealed by its chief, Rajendra
Singh in an article published
on 14 January 1993: “Certain
specialities of this country
should be reflected in the
Constitution. In place of ‘India
that is Bharat’, we should have
said ‘Bharat that is Hindus-
tan’. Official documents refer to
the ‘composite culture’, but
ours is certainly not a compos-
ite culture. Culture is not
wearing of clothes or speaking
languages. In a very funda-
mental sense, this country has
a unique cultural oneness. No
country, if it has to survive, can
have compartments. All this

Record

shows that changes are needed
in the Constitution. A Cons-
titution more suited to the
ethos and genius of this coun-
try should be adopted in the-
future”. The plea for “changes”
is swiftly altered to one for a
new Constitution altogether
suited to “the ethos and
genius” of the RSS. This was
written soon after publication,
on 1 January, of a pamphlet by
Swami Muktananda Saraswati
on the Constitution. He
denounced it as “anti-Hindu”.
The RSS claims to be a “cul-
tural” body but its definition of
“culture” includes politics and
its activities are nothing but
political. In a letter to Nehru
(12 November 1948) Golwalkar
claimed that the RSS was
“aloof from politics”. Nehru had
no illusions about its “declared
objectives” having “little to do
with the real ones” and its
“anti-national and often sub-
versive and violent” behaviour
(10 November). The duality
came to the fore when, to
escape tax, it claimed to be a
charitable body. But, to escape
registration as a public charity,
it claimed a political complex-
ion, as Dr MD Kamdar of

ings he had insti-
tuted.

In miscellaneous
application No 17
of 1978, Rajendra
Singh and Deo-
ras’s brother, Bha-
urao, asserted in
1 para 14 that it
does not indulge in
politics, ie, day-to-
day politics though
the Sangh has a
political phileso-
phy within its
wide sweep of
political work. It is
possible to change
this policy and
even participate in
politics” — a far cry from the
1948 claim of “being aloof from
politics”.

PROJECTING RSS

He added that there was a
“limited democratic form and
machinery provided for carry-
ing out the work of the Sangh...
there is no election at all levels
but selection and nomination,
except the posts Sarkaryawaha
(general secretary) and Prant
Sanghchalaks”. Also, “there is
no right of admission to every-
body”. He now argued: “The
work of the RSS is neither reli-
gious nor charitable but its
objects are cultural and patri-
otic as contra-distinguished
from religious or charitable. It
is akin to political purposes
though RSS is not at present a
political party inasmuch as the
RSS constitution, quoted
above, bars active political par-
ticipation by RSS as such, as a
policy ... Tomorrow the policy
could be changed and RSS
could participate in even day-
to-day political activity as a
political party because policy is
not a permanent or irrevocable
thing.” Nothing could be more
explicit.

Nagpur brought .
out in the proceed-

On 15 and 16 November 1987,
Deoras said that the RSS
planned to enter politics. Three
years later, Advani said in his
famous speech at the RSS
meeting in Coimbatore on 17
March 1990: “We have to inten-
sify our efforts to project the
viewpoint of the RSS.” He
amplified: “There has been a
conscious effort on the part of
Swayamsevaks who are work-
ing in the BJP to make each
one understand the ideological
base to which we belong, and
our connections with sister
organisations like the VHP, the
ABVP, the BMS, the Sena
Bharati and the Kalyan
Ashram which are all based on
the inspiration from the RSS.”

A decade later, comes the
edict to Gujarat — let the RSS
enter the services. This, from a
government which disavows a
“hidden agenda” and speaks of
the NDA’s programme. But if it
can go so far when it is hope-
lessly dependent on the allies,
what will the BJP not do if it
acquires a majority in its own
right? As Jesus Christ warned
the wailing women of Jerusa-
lem, as he was being led away,
“If they do this when the wood
1s green, what will happen
when it is dry?” (St. Luke;
23:31).

(Concluded)
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We will allow Ram temple to-

be built peacefully: UP CM

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 28

HT- 29/’1

today said his government would not stop the construc-

tion of a Ram temple at Ayodhya by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) unless it threatened law and order or
violated any law.

Addressing his first formal conference in the Capital
since he replaced Mr. Kalyan Singh three months ago,
Mr. Gupta said, “Why should I stop them from con-
structing a temple so long as law and order is not
affected? We will stop them only if they break the law.”

Asked if his remark meant that the VHP would be
allowed to build the temple “peacefully”, he said,
“Even the demolition of the Babri Masjid had taken
place peacefully.”

Mr Gupta was replying to questions on the BJP keeping the
contentious issues — the Ram temple, Article 370 and uniform
civil code — out of the National Agenda for Governance as well
as the BJP’s Chennai Declaration.

“These are not our basic issues, and were kept out in defer-
ence to the wishes of the BIP’s allies,” said Mr. Gupta. The

UTFAR PRADESH Chief Minister Ram Praka‘,sh Gupta

Chief Minister had only two months ago put the BJP and Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee in a tight spot in Parliament after
he said the issues were very much part of the BJP’s agenda.

“Itis not a question of giving up these issues. The NDA's agen-
da is the BJP’s agenda,” he said. “Our basic issue — since the
Jana Sangh days — is to usher in value-based politics to ensure
social, economic and political equality for the benefit
of all.”

Asked about the controversial Bill requiring official
permission for the construction of places of worship in
the state, Mr. Gupta said it was to discourage ISI's mis-
chief-mongering under the garb of religious activities
along the Indo-Nepal border.

“It is for the limited purpose of maintaining internal
security,” he said when asked if the Bill did not go
against the fundamental right of worship.

“We could not have a law only for the border districts.
Therefore, it had to be made applicable to the entire state. If
necessary, we will amend this law.”

The Chief Minister said he could not divulge details about the
“misuse” of religious places by the ISI on the border areas, but
intelligence agencies had gathered enough evidence in this
regard.

[HE HINDUSTAN TIME}
79 JAN 200



AP CM for Ra

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Triggering yet an-
, other controversy,

a»

Uttar  Pradesh
chief minister
Ram Prakash

Gupta on Friday
said that he was
not opposed to
the construction
of the Ram tem-
ple at Ayodhya if
it did not create
any law and order problem?

Mr Gupta told reporters tiaf he
had no objection to such activify if
it remained peaceful. “Why should
I stop the Bajrang Dal and VHP
from building a t/egp}e if it does

R.P. Gupta

temple if within ambit of law

ot pose t{r)etzri‘é%’ﬁfw; and(,:Jr/—[

der,” he said when asked if he was
in favour the temple. He insisted
such activity should take place
within the ambit of law.

He claimed the demolition of
Babri Masjid in 1992 had been
“peaceful”. He disagreed with the
view that the BJP had dropped
contentious issues like Ram Jan-
mabhoomi, Article 370 and uni-
form civil code. He said because of
the coalition the BJP had adopted
the National Democratic alliance
agenda. He said his government
had to bring a bill for prior clear-
ance to construct any place of wor-
ship ips the state as measure to
thwast growing ISI activity along

THE TIMES OF INDIA
7 9 JAN 200D

the Indo-Nepal border. Mr Gupta
who is not a member of either
House, said he would not contest
any of the coming by-elections. He
disagreed with a suggestion that
the outcome of the by-elections
would be a reflection on his perfor-
mance. To another question
whether his government would al-
low its employees to join RSS as in
Gujarat, Mr Gupta said he had not
applied his mind to it. On the Cen-
tre’s move to set up a commission
to review the constitution, he said
he was in favour of review but
there should be a national debate
on the issue. He did not agree with
the views of his opponents that his
decision was a sign o ness.



_*Gujarat notification
on RSS will stay’

By Our Special Correspondent\ * tional spirit. The Cng(XSi n was not
only well thought odt put based

HYDERABAD, JAN. 30. The Gujarat
Home Minister, Mr. Haren V.
Pandya, has ruled out the possi-
bility of his Government with-
drawing the controversial circular
permitting employees to partici-
pate in the activities of the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh.

Defending the circular, the
Minister said the Government
had neither made it mandatory
for its staff to take part in the RSS
activities nor invited them to join
the organisation as the Congress
(I) was making it out to be. It had
merely given them freedom to
participate in the work of a social
organisation.

At a press conference here on
Sunday, Mr. Pandya denied that
the Government was playing the
communal card. Several other
outfits including the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad, Hindu Mahasab-
ha and Anand Marg along with
the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind and the
Tameer-e-Millat remained on the
Government’s list of banned or-
ganisations, he pointed out.

He said the Congress(l) Gov-
ernment in 1986 banned 32 out-
fits and included the RSS in the
list though the Sangh was a social
organisation engaged in charac-
ter-building and promoting na-

on a communication ‘from the
Centre that the RSS was not in the
list of banned organisations fol-
lowing a judgment of the Unlaw-
ful Activities Prevention Tribunal.

He said the Congress(I) regime
had not included the Seva Dal
and the NSUI in the list of banned
organisations while targeting the
RSS though it was not a political
outfit. The Congress(I) leaders
were raising a hue and cry nearly
a fortnight after the circular was
issued exposing their political
bankruptcy.

Gujarat had witnessed a 7.6 per
cent decline in violent crimes due
to the implementation of the Po-
lice Action Plan. Crimes such as
murder, rioting, kidnapping, da-
coity had come down from 48,057
in 1998 to 44,232 last year.

Activities of Pakistan’s ISI had
also been kept under check
through a special department for
border security and a three-tier
security system.

Mr. Pandya met his Andhra
Pradesh counterpart, Mr. T. De-
vender Goud, and the Union Min-
ister of State for Urban .
Development, Mr. B. Dattatreya,
besides visiting the HI-TEC City
and the National Police Academy.
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~Sonia blasts Gu arat on

govt staff joinin

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

GANDHINAGAR, Jan. 30. —
Mrs Sonia Gandhi today blast-
ed the Gujarat government for
lifting of ban on its employees
to take part in RSS activities.

The Congress president made
a trip to Ahmedabad where she
attended a prayer meeting at
Sabarmati Ashram — on the
day of Mahatma Gandhi’s assa-
ssination — and then add-
ressed a party meeting.

Mrs Gandhi singled out the
BJP government in Gujarat
and sgid the Congress would
continue its battle until the
state government re-imposes
the ban on government ser-
vants joining the RSS.

Flanked by three Congress
Chief Ministers of Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh, she blasted the com-
munal forces in the country.
She said that the ideology
behind the killing of the

ma was raising 1ts hea
agam The government in
Gujarat is the true face of the
BJP, she said.

The Congress president said
the withdrawal of the ban
meant that Gujarat was divid-
ing the gévernment servants
and painting them in their
party colours.

“How can they force their
party agenda on government
servants?” she questioned. She
added that the move was
against the Constitution and
against the democratic values
which are cherished in the
country.

Mrs Gandhi said according to
the Indian Constitution, every
citizen was equal and should
enjoy equal rights. “There is no
discrimination with regard to
religion or caste, but the BJP
government is working against
these directions”.

“Congress will oppose the
anti-social policies of the BJP,”

THE STATESMAN
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Earlier today, Mrs Gandhi
with 17 other party leaders
was arrested for violating
prohibitory orders while
leading a march towards the
Prime Minister’s residence to
protest the Gujarat govern-
ment’s decision, PTI adds from
New Delhi.

The Congiess spokesman, Mr
Ajit Jogi, told reporters here
that the Congress president
and several CWC members
“courted arrest as they were
prevented from proceeding to
the Prime Minister’s residence.”

The Delhi Police Joint
Commissioner, Mr RK Niyogi,
said Mrs gandhi, and 17 Cong-
ress MPs were arrested under
the Delhi Police Act near Tees
January Marg.

Mrs Gandhi was “detained for
a minute” for defying prohibito-
ry orders before being freed,
police said.

She later left for Ahmedabad.



@\Temple indiscretiong

IN THE unlikely event that history remembers Ram Pr §sh
Gupta at all, it will be as the most forgetful chief ministey in
Indian history. Mr Gupta has turned absentmindedness ifto
an art form. He does not recognise his own ministers, forgets
who his secretaries are and can’t remember today what he
decided yesterday. Worse still, from the BJP’s point of view,
he actually speaks his mind. While the rest of the party is still
engaged in the traditional obfuscations over the Ayodhya
issue, Mr Gupta has no hesitation in declaring that the Sangh
parivar will build a temple in Ayodhya and that the UP gov-
ernment will make no attempt to halt the construction.

Predictably, Mr Gupta’s candour has embarrassed his party
which is still trying to have it both ways. On the one hand, it
declares that the temple is not on its agenda while on the
other it keeps the party faithful within the fold by suggesting
that Ayodhya is still very much a BJP issue. Thus, when Mr
Gupta gives the game away, the BJP has reason to be con-
cerned. Fortunately, from the party’s perspective, such is Mr
Gupta’s reputation that his statements can be easily dismissed
and he can be made to issue an immediate denial; and who
knows, it is even possible that Mr Gupta has forgotten ever
having made the statement, given his past record.

Though it is tempting to view the whole issue as just anoth-
er episode in the long-running comedy series that is the BJP
government in UP, the fact is that Mr Gupta’s indiscreet
statement raises serious issues. Mr Gupta’s views are not his
alone, they are the Sangh parivar’s, When he says that the
temple will be built, he speaks for all his colleagues. And
when he makes the seemingly incredible remark that the
Babri masjid was demolished peacefully, he is actually only
restating the conventional wisdom within the parivar. The
Vajpayee government likes to pretend that the parivar’s views
are of no consequence and that it is bound only by the NDA
agenda. This position is beginning to wear increasingly thin.
The truth is that as far as the parivar is concerned, it is Mr
Vajpayee and the NDA whose views are of little consequence.
So far, the parivar has bided its time. But judging by Mr
Gupta’s candour, it may be running out of patience.
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