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Ajit Jogiis first CM

of Chhattisgarh

By Sudhir K Singh
The Times of India News Service

RAIPUR: Congress spokesperson
Ajit Jogi was elected the first chief
minister of india’s 26th state,
Chhattisgarh, and leader of the
state Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) on Tuesday.

The antiouncement was made by
All India Congress Commiitee
(AICC) observers Ghulam Nabt
Azad and Prabha Rac at a press
conference at the new UM's resi-
dence in the presence of Madhya
Pradesh chief minister Digvijay
Singh and Mr Jogi after a final
round of discussions with the fegis-
{ators, ‘

However; Mr Jogi’s clection was-
w1 eatirely smooth. Seven of the 48
MLAg—all supponiers of veteran
V.C. Shukla’s candidature-—failed
{0 turn up ar the meeting which he-
gunt at 4 p.m, on Mondav and con-
tinued till nearly 11 p.m. Angry
Shukla supporiers on Tnesday also
raised anti-Digvijay slogans outside
the venue ofithe CLP mecting in
protest againgi the latter’s decision
to support Mrifogi. -

%
1 !

Chhatisgarh formallylcame inio
existence with effect from midnight
on Tiuesday when the newly ap-
pointed governor, DN, Sahay, a re-
tired DGP of the Bihar cadre, was
sworn-in by the Chief Justice. The
"M:elect was sworn in immediate-
Iy thereafter. 4" - (g 1

Though Mr Azad refused jordi-
vulge the actual results of the elec-
tion, he said Mr Jogi had been sup-
ported by “more than two-thirds™
of the MLAS present. Downplaying
the absence of seven ML As at the
meeting, the AICT observer said
he had presided over the election
of no iess than 19 CMs, and it
was barely in a handful of CLP
meetings that all the MLAs had
turned up.

The important thing, he said, was
that all those who supported My
Jogi thought him the fittest candi-
date in view of his long experience
at the Centre and his stint as
Raipur collector o the early 1980s.
Predictably enough, Azad tried
hard to dispel the notion that Mr
Jogi was the high command’s

choice, but his arguments failed ¢
semiiraa ot AF thege preseu
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_AREA: 1.35.194 80 K.

" POPULATICH:

i TR
1.76 CRORE

CCAPITAL: RAIPUR_

CDISTRICTS: 16

"LOK SABHA SEATS: 11

ABHA SEATS: 3

_VIDHAN SABHA SEATS: 50

 FORMATION: NOV. 1,200

"FOREST AREA INCCIE- 215.67 OR,

| MINERAL INCOME. 413.%2 GRORE
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_Stalemate in formation

"\of Uttaranchal HC | /

'\ \\f Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, 06T 31, Fien us the
Chattisgart fligh Court s to he
msugurated tomorrow, 4 siafe-
mate has developed over the ere-
ation of the Urtaranchat High
Court Tor the new Stare of Utta-
ranchal canved our of Uiar Ira-
desh.

Though the new Swie is to
come nto existence from Novem-
bor 9 with Dehradun as its capiial,
it is still motclear in which iy the
High Court will be located.

According  to highly-placed
sources. the stalemate s dae o
demnands from the Bar, political
leaders
the people © iocate the High
Cour n their towns, viz, Naioital,
Harichvar, Carbwal and Mussoo-
ric.

As there is no unabimiry. the
Ceatre is vel fo take a decision in
this regard, though o favours
Nainital.

Accarding 1o the sources, the
Centre feels that the summer pal-
ace of the Uttay Pradesh Goverinoer
inn Naindsat has all the facilities fo
beig converted inwe a High Court
by providing some additionad in-
frastrueture. bur i is ot soin oth
U LOWTIS,

and vartaus seciinns of

The Centre hopes thaf a soli-
fion could be found oyt in the
aest few days,

Meanwhile, the segrepation of
the cises from among  those
peding in the Allahabad High

Court has heml connprfeted and
atst of eieht lakh cases, oo lakhs
pert: it the Wtardnehal ro-
2o \\nlml bu vansferfed o the
new igh Courn onee iths formed,

For the formation of the [hark-
hand Migh o th Governs
meni feels gt there bvould not
be anv hurdie as aiteady a Bencl
of the Patna High Coyrt s fune-
tioning at Ranchi and|this could
be convered the [Hhackhand
tHigh Couri

Onye of 90000

dn

cases [pending in
the Paing 1Hgh Cofrt around
A2 i canes wowld heltransferred
Lo the new Hhigh Cougr

A 90 crore
s the orime
urred in the
ated in the

Whis inefudes the
fodder scam cases” o
was stated 1o have oc
cities and towns o
tharkhand region.

As o new special judhze has 1o he
a;mnm.ed 1ty
sy

deal £ with hose
o il of the fodder scam
cered o B lurther de
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/Iﬁ/e_l_rkhand

By Qur Seaff Correspondent ,\{\QC\
PATNA, OCT. 31, | he battle for power inthe erfU-
posed State of Jharkhand has  curiousiy
enough shitted o Paina. thanks to the differ-
ences that have cropped up between| the RJP-
led NIYA and the IMM over the issuejol head-
g the new Government. ;

The political drana apart, the Pu#nﬂ High
Court today wis upset over the faildie of the
Centre o file an atlidavit with respect w e
Plls chalienging the bifurcation of the State.
The court warned that it would grant o stay if
the Centre falled e comply with its order Iy
November b,

The martiage of convenience between the
BIP-led NDA and the IMM seems mrb(‘ uoing
on the rocks with the M president, V. Shi-
bu Soren, deciding ta rish to Patna and hold a
mecting ol legislators either tomaorgow o on
Thursday to decide hiz fiitute actiop.

Mr. Soren, who is new in Bokaro, wold
The Hindre over phone that he had convened
the meeting o take stock of the political crisis
that had developed aver the fonmation of the
lirst Government o Ranchi in the light of the
ralks that his delegation had had with NDA
feaders in Delhi vesterday.

Mr. Soren said the meeting of all his iegisla-
tors would be held on Thursday i they failed
Lo turn up at Fama by tomorrow, He parried
questions on whether the talks with the NDA
feaders had failed, saving that the party would
first listen to what 1he delegetion Tad to re-

notl shont ir\\ Hls\\\-i\‘n the NDA leaders,

Yo Soren wag of the view that it would be
necessary toosed (o what extent the gap had
widened with the NDA and accordingly de-
cide the {AMM's path {le claritied that the
IVAT had never made any demand bot had
only been stressing the BIP and its constit-
ents, the Samata Party and the JD1), to how-
our their promise of waking biny the Chief
Minister of Thurkhand while seeking his sup-
port tast March to instal My Nitsh Samer on
the chair at Patua

11is generald secretary, Mr. Prashant Kumar,
M who was one of three members who
beld patleys vesterday in Delhi with the {e-
fenee Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, anmong
others, was, however, more fortheoming. Mr.
Prashan: Kumar arrived nere dyrectly from
Dellii instead of going (o Ranchi, the pro-
posed capital of Tharkhand State which will
conw inte existence on November 13, indical-
ing the party's disenchantment with the BiP
and iLs ailics.

My Kumar accused My bernandes of going
back v his words and also atleged that the
BIP and its allies had not put forward any
propasal betore them and that most of them
were nan tor public consumption,

He said the BIP stowd exposed not oniy in
the Jharkhand region but also the whole of the
COURTY vis-a-vis ity promise o make Mr.

Soren the Chief Minister after the creation of

the new State.
So the decision of the TVIM ta hald its imest-

e C0U

1 NGV 200

power struggle ?hif&s to Patna

wre i of crucial importance. All its legis-
atd sy presidene will be in Patna.

WhHile there was noword about the agenda
ot thameeting, the fact remadins that given the
background, the meeting could enly serve
o e poses: o put pressure on the B and,
alrermately, snas nes with NDA andd hold talks
with fhe BID prosidens My Laeo Prasad Ya-
dav, jin a bid o form a scctitar Government
with itho suppori efihe Congress anc Left par-
s f

Sotces 0 the 1N do not rule oul the
passhilitv of Mr. Soren holding radks with M.
Yadan. My Soren had made i clear that he
would sitin die Goposidian i the 847 refused
v ke i the Cluel Manier,

frrbspective of the decision tiat the TMM
inightt take at its nieeting here in the next cou-
ple ¢i davs. &r. Soren is plavieg really tough
with|rthe BIP. pariicularly having demonstrat-
eed hijs popudarity atarally in Ranchilast week.

Fuen b the numbers geme, his 12 MLAS
hawd a crucial rele so pluy as i could play on
e guabilice of the Government i the BIP were
to @6 with its listed allies and ignare hins,

(N the other hand the RID-Conrgress alii-
ance has scen cagerly waiching the develep-
Grenfls wanTing fonan oppai banity e go for the
KL B wiould be w Mr. Yadav s tiking thar the
IMM has decided 1o hold #% mecting in his
stronphold aliowing baferfo keep a better b
on the events thy
foripighe,




By Lalit Shastri

RAIPUR, OCT, 31, i &
gress Committes s
AR Jopi. was today uis
clected leader of the Cha
Congress Legislanure Pary (CLY
He wauld be administered vuih o
office as the tivst Chief Muusier o
Chatdsgarh shortdy alter the new
SR CITOT 13 sworn i aner mids
night. the AICC S
Ghuram Nabi Moo TN

The proposal to clect My, jog. ax
the CLP leader was moved by
tarmer Madhva Pradesh Assernb
v ospeaker, Mro Rojendrn Prosod
Shukla. and seconded by the Jor-
mer Sate Minister, Mr. Maliendra
Bahadur Singh.

Me Azag said 1 of the 12
nesthers atended todas
sicny anad that the views o

taken. Enguiries iater
thar seven MLUAS — Mr
stshres, Mr. Ganest 8hs
paver Mro Agnl O
Ghanaram Sahu,

Singh, Mr. Madangc
Mr, Gulab Singh —
of theny are consi

=y Ui

xg

: Fradesh Chief Minister, M. Digvijay Singh,
iogl soon after the latter was elected the
w Raipur on Tuesday. — Phota: AM. Farugui

s TS
dheate am

nushed
AnETY SUpi-
thaon Min-

Jooele

dresizng c

T teader’s
o, M Azad and
e, drove to the
shiikda, a promi-
: aur thye Chief Min-
SLET S noi present at the
CLE meeting since be is not a
rnember of the legislalure parey,
Arthe furmhouse, frenzied sup-
orers mobbed the car carrving
[ soacvier feaders and be-
ban passeng thiam around. Ace
jcording 1o witnesses, Lhey were
soon whisked away but, during
the briet scuitle, Mr. Singh instead
et irying to escape look Lis attack-

ey Bewd an

i'; . f:-;.= v

i
i
|

Chis correspondent, who reac-
Fed the spot soon after the inci-
dent alung with a phatographer,
was warned by the meb presen:
there {o feave at once at face dire
consequesces. Soon alarge group
peunced upon tne photographer
and snatched away his camera.

Soon atter, Mr, Shukla came
out and ordered the crowd (o
ieave the premises. After the mob
feft, the former Union Minister
terned the incident “reprehensi-

Cinne Fre aad left his mark | ble” and said he had apologised
Ly v Singh. [t was an act com-
ruiiicd by some fumnpen clements
planted there to spoil his image,

~he added.

Before leaving the farmhouse,
Mr. Singh and Mr. Azad iried to
make light of the incident by
laughing it off. Their gdr, which

aeed some 1 was damaged in the jpident. told

1 ¥ A Larar. My band Mr. Azad, | a different story.
I I . . . . AN L S o

&y an able adnunistrazor and, giv-
' en his wide experience. would be
welec-  able 1o face the challenges that

St e AICC g
M. Prabha Rao. aned
the democratic ;
strictly followed
process. Al legiain
1004 e

=
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

PATNA/NEW DELHI, Nov} 1.
— Mr 8ibu Soren today main-
tained that his party would
rataer “sit in the Opposition™ if
the NDA backed out from its
“agsurance” to make him the
Jharkhand chief minister,
while the BJP held its ground
that the post would not go to
the JMM-S.

“Accept me as chief minister
or get lost,” said the JMM-S
chief, who arrived in Patna
tonight for the party's crucial
Legislature Party meseting. He,
however, added: “I haven't yet
shut the door of negotiations
with the NDA. I am still await-
ing a favourable response from
Mr George Fernandes and
| other NDA leaders.”

When pointed out that the
BJP had made it abundantly
clear that it would not spare
the lop job for him, Mr Soren
said: “Who are these BJF lead-
ers to make an announcement
regarding the chief minister’s
post? I don’t know them.”

“Since the BJP is a part of
the NDA, BJP leaders should
have desisted from making
any announcement. After all,
BJP is not capable of forming

-

its own gover ent in
Jharkhand as the party has
only 32 MLAs in the 81-mem-
ber House,” he said.

He maintained that Mr
Fernandes and Mr Nitish
Kumar had promised him the
post in lieu of the support that
the JMM-S extended to the
NDA when Mr Kumar made a
bid for power in Bihar. “The
two leaders recently admitted
to have given such an assur-
ance to our delegation;”

As a contingency measure, the
BJP has hegun

R

lis

until Guruji {Mr 2oren) makes
a clean break with the commu-
nal forces.”

The JMM-S chief said there
would be a second round of
Legislature Party meeting
tomorrow as today’s four-hour
meeting remained inconclusive.
“We will take the decision only
after getting the final response
from Mr Fernandes, who has
been authorised by the NDA to
deal with the JMM-S.”

As a sop to keep back Mr
Soren in the NDA, the BJP has
proposed that

to actively woo
some JMM-S
leaders. Surpri-

® Photograph, more
reports on page 8

he be made the
chairman of the
NDA coordina-

singly, only 8 of
the 12 MLAs participated at
the JMM-S Legislature Party
meeting tonight. Mr Soren,
however, ruled out any differ-
ences within the party.

He said he was already in
touch with Mr Laloo Prasad
Yadav tc probe the pgssibility
of putting up a ‘seculay govern-
ment in Jharkhand. “We have
spoken over telephone; No one
is pariah in democracy.”

Mr Yadav, meanwhile, said:
“Let the JMM-8 take the final
decision about its relationship
with the NDA. I will not speak

tion committee
for Jharkhand. The proposal
was reportedly discussed today
at a meeting between Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee and the BJP's
chief ministerial probable, Mr
Babulal Marandi. The BJP is
also ready to accommodate Mr
Soren’s nominee as deputy
chief minister.

Mr Fernandes has reportedly
assured the BJP leadership
that the Samata Party will not
precipitate the crisis. He is
repertedly unhappy that the
JMM delegation that met him
recently was headed by Mr

“s‘IATESIAl

2 Npy 20D

- \Q b f-o

N
Soren’s MLA
Soren, though
was made in t
name. Even thd
didn't take the
ously, a BJP leg

Mr Soren ha
Mr Fernandes

Tz

son, Mr Durga

he JMM chief's
Prime Minister
delegation seri-
der said.

b privately told
that he is keen

to get into the history books as

the first chief

fninister of the

state, even if fgr a few months

— hinting that

he is not entire-

Iy opposed to a
ministership.

rotational chief

Though the BJP recognises
Mr Soren's cdntribution to
the creation of|Jharkhand, it

does not want ¢t

hand over the

new state’s leadership to the

JMM-Son ap

atter as that

would mean that the party
had given up its|claim to repre-
sent tribals. Sepior BJP vice-

president and
Mr Jana Kri

spokesperson,
shnamurthy,

A
Lr
L

he appointment '

pointed out thal the BJP had |

14 tribal MLAs
the JMM's 12.

compared to

The JMM should realise the

ground realities,

Krishnamurthy
mandate was i
BJP and hend
should stake cl
Other allies had
claim, he said.

he said. Mr
also said the
favour of the
¢ the party
Rim to power.

?cepted this

7



. XE&EQ 241 B HOLIOM T1A
Ayeradsa rownissnd man syl dI0jRg
sFvofed amour asod Avul wonqly
-01d B} 107 PURLIDP 2] SINSS] [RIOS @

patraddusip Jo poup saey sfunds ein

-yl se malqosd Isjesm Sarulp a0V @
Ba3IE A U
RIUW IOTDI] pug 134N 7o sueneird( o
SI3FIN0S2T [RIYEN JO UONAHdo(] @
SI1Y o1 Loy
goneidun 0y Juipes] wowiodwaun @
AUOZ IUISTS [P IOPUN §1 B2TR 9], @
| 13T TOWSSITII0,) SUTUUe]] 1)
o dnoad 15adxa oy Jo wodar ays w powydy
.Lmﬁ 390002 Jo seain 20few oy, spunoid

[eyoueiey() ut uoidsns soster anuo) jo d

A

MUOU0ID o elonb onponul o YuUo)
2WOoa ApRaafe Sey moyseidns v 10wy uj
's1atnsip omy o) ut uonendod 35 70
UORRIIUOOUG) 34 [0 ISTIRIDY JRMPIRE] PUR
1RBEN YAUSWEYP DT UMOD MOH JIm W]
-ouaq Jofew )1 se sfep Fuitwos oy ut s[j
i jo ologdsoune amaiss a1 nods vt
1811 20881 I0[RW 1YI0 DY) ST UOTIBATISIY]
“ASUIEILLL S JUDI
~2a0W [y selvdas oy wl sy jo ad
-oad £q 9HJLI0ES ST [[34 §7 LOURGIIIGD OH]
PIEs ‘Istarnion [esos € ‘rundnyeg wefueg
*SSUSLHTN S 1ITAWAA0MW [[TY Sjeaedas ay)
] eayien jo ajdoad A uonnginuos ayy
pres “stanse eoos v ‘rundnueyg wedueg

SHEMUIRDY (0 SpuRy 21 U g PINoys
UOIRaT 21 1o IMSIapen] 1eyl [a9f frMylen
w Aurpy pended agl ungg ragac Sunjew
&g paseamdur pey snsip wmeduregny
pue yedeioyd ut Juipsas odoad yyey

ws o swopgord oy pres uedey erpaeiy’

ueto  (PIy) PUOOD  uEUANT

MORHITS] PUT [EMInD
Ut {ogq AIP0% J0 0 UOTDIS-SS0I0 ' )0
smola Bumie) toyge wilded aygl se utesimn
popuawwosdr  ospe peg  jendes oy
JO GOTIDDS M) WO ADNTWWET) HIysnes
s ey 100 pajuiod Loyl -mwis mon s
O ryded oyl ungy vIogT DB O YOI
$.211UD) SY) PAUAPUOY AJSNOIN0A [

30 Q9121308 I s7 PAINOI Oya [emueq
('8 AU Po] UORWNY UIOE] SURIOIAA
UOREIO] $3
Jo osneadq AJewd ‘amsueny Surpuruap
pug ungg EYd Sunoofal  sfuormnyg
Gitw TG naRy sBonRNEY CAlUD JUO sU
[OYE] UADQ 00 sy [Byddeell[] 1em) 1a0]
STUORIINY DUV SURMULE 24) 410q Sty
“Inowny poos ul sTuoruTy I Furdany
1B powng sea [R)iuleN Ul 1noD gaip oW
dni 125 07 BOISEIOP 1) ‘ARIIUNE ST BMIIRD)
Aty Ao o1 savw B sE PIMOIA TUIN
s fRBdRD) 2RI D13 SB UN( RIYI (T SUBIIOS
Ag uop ‘refey yFusmweypny Jo o syyls
f1Fue jo wawoseadde se usds St amg

¢ oy 200

THE HINDUSTAN ThilS

AU 2} 0 IDIIDAGLY ) Sk gyruIEg YSuig

ulmg o Juounwodde s JT womidsns

J0 22132p B a pamdAa Fuiaq oIw gaved

sey anudy Ayl jeyy sdows Jo sAUA ¥
‘sdnoIf qeayszey

PUE UORWUTY  U0IMIDG pofaowia oamy

sooualaIp digqs SIOJAIMLL CIRMYIRD

pug worwny yng fuesd o) pueumuod

yHiyg gig e £ prel uonepunol opdel)

a1 0 SHUBY) “SUDIEIYITSD JO Sn)

o9} Ie RIPURIRRM WOl Funeu

EMI 218 QHSION ONITANLST

WeT

W

918 ?5%_\

G ASGLUBADN "MCLNOM]
uoly eyung




/.« Soren fails to \_

L

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 4. The Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee this evening
granted audience to the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha leader, Mr. Shibu
Sorkn. The meeting is seen as a last
atiempt to make Mr. Soren give up
his adamant demand that the JIMM
was entitled to have one of its lead-
er ab the chief minister of the new
Statk of Tharkhand.

A pimilar message was conveved
to Mr. Soren a few days ago by Mr.
Geofge Fernandes on behalf of the
NDA, . Mr. Soren had been threat-
ening to part company with the
NDAjif his demand of chief minis-
tersh%p was not conceded (despite
the fact that the JMM has only 12
MLAg, to the BIP’s 32).

However, it is learnt that Mr.
Seren was keen to hear for himself
from 'the Prime Minister whether
or not the ]IMM would be getting
the coveted post.

Mr. Vajpayee is believed to have
told Mr. Soren that there was no
change from the NDA position as
spelled out by Mr. Fernandes. Nei-
ther the BIP nor the NDA js guing

A" convince PM

to budge from its unequivocdl
stand. Short of ihe demand for th
chief minister's chair, Mr. Sore
was reportedly assured by th
Prime Minister that the NDA wa
prepared 10 accommodate th
IMM in any manner suggested by
the Tharkhand leaders.

Mry. Soren told reporters that the
Prime Minister has agreed to call
Mr. Fernandes for consultation in
order to find our whether any
promises were made to the JMM in
exchange for the group’s support
for Mr. Nitish Kumar's shori-lived
chief ministerial tenure. 1t was a
dejected Mr. Soren who met re-
porters after his gudience with the
Prime Minister.

As far the [eadership in Uttaran-
chal is concerned, jt is understood
that Mr. K.C. Pant, depury chair-
man of the Planning Cammission,
is ruled out as the first chief minis-
ter of the new Srate. The BiP is be-
lieved to have decided that thy
leadership of the State sheuld go to
one of the MLAs. It is siated thar
Mr. Pant himself has no shown no

keenness to shift to U[[arancfy/

THE HINDU
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STATESMAN NEWS SER‘JICE

NEW DELHI, Nov. 5. — Th
* NDA today again rejected M
Sibu Soren’s demand of head-
ing the first Jharkhand gov-
| ernment after several meet-
| ings between Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee and JMM-S leaders,
said NDA sources.

The consensus view of the
alliance was conveyed to Mr
Soren by Samata Party leader
Mr Digvijay Singh. Mr Soren
said he would announce hig
next step tomorrow,

With 12 MLAs in tow, Mr
Soren presented his case to the
Prime Minister yesterday.
Despite giving him a patient
hearing, Mr Vajpayee did not
commit anything and asked
the JMM-S chief to consult
NDA leaders, said sources.

The NDA convenor, Mr

NDA rejects SB
clulm to (M

JMM-S opts out of NDA

NEW DELHI, Nov. 5. — The JMM-S tonight decided to sever

g e Fy

|~ ‘r"[' B

its ties with the NDA at the state level after the latter rejected
its demand for installing Mr Sibu Soren as the Chief Minister
of Jharkhand. The party declared that it would explore all pos-

George Fernandes, spoke to the
Prime Minister over phone and
apprised him of the latest situ-
ation today. Mr Soren main-
teing Mr Fernandes and his
Samata colleague, Mr Nitish
Kumar, had promised JMM-S
the CM post if Fharkhand came
into being, in lieu of JMM-S
gupport to Mr Kumar in his bid
fpr power in Bihar. There aren’t
tho many takers for this claim
within the alliance as the NDA
;zvernment in Bihar had

dibilities of installing a non-NDA government. — UNI

resigned even before seeking
confidence vote.

The BJP central leadershi
has told Mr Soren that any
thing other than the chief min
ister's post is negotiable an
that the NDA would appreciat
it if Mr Scren remained a par{
of the alliance in Jharkhand.

The BJP is alinost certain tg
head the NDA government i
Ranchi. It has 32 MLAs; the
Samata Party has five and th
JD-U three. The NDA is als

THE STATESMAN

& NOv 20

en’s

st

assured of the support of
another five Independents in
the 81-member House.

Despite the efforts of Mr
Laloo Prasad Yadav and a sec-
tion. of the Congress in Bihar
to win over the JMM-S and
make a bid for power, numbers
don't favour a non-NDA gov-
ernment. )

Together, the JMM-S, the
Congress and the RJD have 32 -
MULAs, 10 short of an absclute
mdajority. Even if it is assumed
there will be large-scale horse
trading, the advantage will lie
with the formation which is
invited first to form the gov-
ernment. With Mr Prabhat
Kumar as the Governor-desig-
nate, there is hardly any doubt
on who will get the first call.

W Anxious wait for a
bloody swearing in: page 8
e
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swears to becom

By Our Special| Correspondent

NEW DELHL, MOV. 6./ Having snapped
ties with the National Democratic
Alliance after it turned down sup-
port to form a government in the
new Jharkhand State, the Jhark-
hand Mukii Morcha {(Soren) today
asseried the party would come to
power with the Backing of uon-
NDA parties.

The IMMS) chief, Mr. Shibu
Soren, said the party was deter-
mined to form the Government
and predicted that he would take
oath as Chief Minister on Novem-
ber 15, the day the State comes
into being. i

Reirerating that line NDA had
gone back on the promise to reci-
procate in lieu of the party's sup-
port t¢ Mr, Nidsh Kumar when he
became the Chief Minister of Bi-
har, the IMM{(S) chief accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party of acting in
a partisan manner. The BIP's
claint to the chair for being 1he
single-largest party did not hold
water, he said.

“The NDA has committed grave
injustice with the JMM baving
gone back on the promise to sup-
port the party’s candidature when
tharkhand is formed,” he said.

Discounting the possibility of a
split in his 12-membér party, Mr.
Saren asserted that with the nu-
merical strengﬂ}/e(the non-NDA

§.

The JMiMt leader, Mr. Shibu

Soren, at a press conference in

New Delhi on Monday. —
Photo: V. Sudershan

allics, the JMMIS) would form the
government. On the contrary, he
clairred, there could be a divisien
in the BJP ranks since it had many
Adivasi MLAs.

In the 81-member House, the
Congress has 11 MLAs, the Rash-
triva Janata Dal nine, the CPl
three, UGDP and Independents
two cach and the CPI-ML and
MCC one each. In the NDA camp,
the BJP has 32, the ID (U) five and
Samata Party three, which is two
short of simple majority.

CM

Mr. Soflen said the PMM MLAs .
were in tguch with their counter-
parts in nan-NDA parties and that
he would hold talks with the RID
president,) Mr. Lalon Prasad Ya-
dav, on redching Paina. A meeting
of party MLAs will be held there
tomorrow.| Far the last two days,
the MM {gader was busy sceking
support. He et the NDA convenn-
er, Mr. George Fernandes, and the
Prime Minjster, Mr. Awal Behari
Vajpayee. dqu the jssue,

Meanwhile, the Union Com-
munication Minister, Mr. Ram |
Vilas Paswan, loday asserted that
NDA alliance at the Cenlre was
stable and| brushed aside Mir.
Soren's claim on the Chiel Minis-
ter's past. Mr. Paswan said there |
has to be a {mit (o the IMM’s de-
mand and clpimed the 1D{U) had
to give up its|right in favour of the
MM(S) when the latter fielded a
candidate [qr the Rajyva Sabha |
catlier this vear. '

PIl reporis:

The Defenge Minister and Sa-
mata Party leader, Mr. George |
Fernandes, regretted the decision |
of Mr. Soren td withdrasw fiom the |
NDA bur warnjed that nothing can |
add up for hjm te become the
Chief Mintstar. “However, “his
party (JMM-5)|was nevepaormal |
partner of the [NDA, e said. '



Swami
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HT Correspondent
New Delhi, Navember 7

SENIOR BIJP lcader Nitvanand
Swami loday emerged as the unani-
mous choice of FM A B Vajpayea
and Home Minister L K Aivani 10
be the first Chief Minister of the new
hill state of Uttaranchal, which
coumcs into existence at the stroke of
midnight tomorrow.

BIP legislators wilk meet in Dehra
Dun tomorrow to farmally clect him
lcader of the party before he takes
oath as the Chiet Minister, Mr

Advani, who played u crucial role in
the decision, will artend tomorrow's
function marking the sctting up of
the new government at Dehra Dun.
The party's central leadership felt
that Mr Swami's candidature faced
the least resistance from local legisla-
tars since he helonged to neither
Kumaon nor Garhwal but the crucial
plains’ region.

Mr Swami alsa fits the demand
made by the local leaders that the
néw Chicf Minister should be from
among the 1} MLAs and six couneil-
lars of the party from the hills or

all set to be Uttarand

JER—
from one of its three Lok Sabha and
one Rajva Subha members.

Mr Swami, wha has worked as a
Jan Sangh lcader and later served in
the Congress before returning to the
BIP, is the chairman of the UP
Legistative Council. With the induc-
tion of LS member B C Khanduri,
who hails from Garhwal, as Union
Minister of State today, the decks are
cleared for Mr Swami to take over
the mantle of the Uttaranchal CM.

However, Mr Swami's elevation|
will leave other “local' contenders
disappointed and might sow secd of]

THE 13-

ComTm ok Ty

o
B A

B g ne 70)

hal CM

dissid.% \n\the party. Those who

are likely 1o be upset with the deci-
sion include UP Ministers Ramesh
Pokhriyal "Nishank” and Mathar
Singh Khandari, and BJP legislator
Kedar Singh, Union Mimister of
State Bachi Singh Rawat, Lok Sabha
MP Manvendra Shah, and Rajya
Sabha MP Manohar Kant Dhyani.
The central BIP Jeadership had on
October 31 attempted to elicit the
views of BIP MPs and MLAs from
Uttaranchal on the choice of the
interim CM but failed to work out a
COMSCNSUS,

N
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~7. Uttaranchal is born

By C.K. Chandramohan 0 1

DEHRA DUN, NOV. 9. Uttaranchal — the 27th $ratwe of
the Union — was born at the midnight hour fonight
fulfitiing the aspirations of nearly one crore people
across the hills of Uttar Pradesh and Hardwar dis-
trict. '

The Akali leader and former Punjab Chief Minis-
ter, Mr. Surjeet Singh Barnia, was swormn in Gover-
not of the new State shortly after midnight by the
acting Chief Justice of Uttaranchal, My justice AA
Desai. Immediately therepfrer, Mr. Nityanand Swa-
i was sworn in Chief Mifister af the tull State amid
toud cheers from people who had thranged the Pa-
rade Ground braving the Noveuaber chill,

The birth of the State Was preceded by the unani-
mous electon of Mr. Nitvanand Swami as leader of
the Utiaranchal BIP Legisiative Party, paving the
wav for his taking over as the first Chief Minister.

The BIP 1 egislature Party meeting began around 5
p.m. at the Drona jotel converted into a State guest
Nouse-com-MLAS hiosiel. During the meeting some
MIAs expressed concern over the hill peaple not

taking Mr. Swami's chief ministership|kindly as he
did no hail from the hiiis. These MLAs are said to be
supporters of Mr. Ramesh Pokhirival Nikhaok, a con-
tender for the top job. They were, howpver, pacified
by deft handling of the situation by (He Union Hu-
man Resource Development Minister, Dr. Murli Ma-
nohar joshi, the Uttar Pradesh Chief [Miruster, M.
Rainath Singh and the Uinjon Minisigr of State for
Surface Transport Maj Gen (retd) B. . Khanduri.
My, Pyarelal Khandelwal and it ) Kailash Joshi
were present as central observers. The meeting was
attended by all the 23 BIP MiAs. Mr Bwami. whose
name was proposed by the Uttaranghal BjP presi-
dent, Mr. Bhagat Singh Koshivari, waj elected leader
of fhe Legislative party unanimousiy,
Tater addressing reporters, Mr. $wami said he
would make serious efforts (o get {Firaranchal ac-
corded the special status due to a hilllState like other
Himalayan States st the earliest. Strgss would be an
creating the necessary minimum ipfrastructure in
ail vernote villages su that people cguld make a de-
cent living nearer home.

THE HINDO
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// Unreasons of State «
The BIP has summarily rejected Jharkhand Mukti Morchg leader
Shibu Soren’s bid for chief ministership, opting instead for Unign minis-
ter Babu Lal Marandi. So what’s new in all this? Nothing at all. We have
secn this over and over, except we are now supposedly in the goalition
era which favours decentralisation and federaiism. Indeed, when our
founding fathers included Article 3 — which provides for the r¢organi-
sation of states — in our Constitution, it was in the belief that thjs provi-
sion would not only underline the federal character of our Constitution;
the formation of smaller states was expected to result in greateg decen-
tralisation which, in turn, would make for better governance. Morc im-
portantly, it was thought that smaller states would bring a greatgr num-
ber of marginalised minority groups — who may have lacked the|numer-
ic strength to articulate their social, cultural and economic aspirdtions i
larger states — within the ambit of State action. Given this rati
wasn't surprising in the least bit that after Independence, linguigtic and
‘nativist’ movements took root all over the country — including in Bi-
har’s Jharkhand region, in Madhya Pradesh’s Chattisgarh region, and in
Uttar Pradesh’s Uttarkhand region. The movements pressed for|the up-
lift of these underdeveloped areas on the basis of the inherent *gffirma-
tve' tilt of the constitution. However recent events ave establisijed thz‘;\t‘rﬁ
this logic is destined to work wcll only on paper. &a e o e
Today, when these movements have matured and three new sgates —
Uttarkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Jharkhand — have actpally been|carved
out, it might seem as if the vision set out in our Constitution has bgen ful-
filled. And that is, in fact, the tragedy. For the states might have Become
smaller, but the writ that runs is that of the Cenire. In Jharkhand [for ex-
ample, the BIP has sought to force upon the people a chief mi
candidate who is not acceptable to major state parties like the|[Thark-

tre and some others who have pioneered the Jharkhand Movem
leaders of these state partics contend that the Centrist partics haye bul-
lied them and hijacked their movement for short term politicg! gain.
They claim that the people of the state do not identify with thesg Cen-
trist political parties who, they believe, have kept them out of gpvern-
ment and therefore the decision-making process. The story is repepted in
Chhattisgarh, where the Congress disregarded popular sentiment and
appointed as chicf minister Ajit Jogi, u Congress party spokesman who
isn’t closely identified with the regional movement in Chhattisgagh. Ap-
parently Mr Jogi was preferred over other more worthy candidafes be-
cause he was acceptable to the “*party high command™. This pracfice —
where the Centre docs not allow state party workers and state legiflators
to elect or choose by consensus a leader of their own choice -— not only
undermines the principle of democratic governance but it also defeats

- the purpose of creating smaller states, Excluding the people of these re-

i gions from the decision-making process is the best way to ensufe that

. their cconomic and social aspirations will {orcver remain a distant
dream. The people will continuc to wage their struggl{:f cept this
tirr}c not so much against the Centre as against its agents.
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THE NDA’S WOES IN JHARK

THLY LEADERS O}F the ruling National Deino-
cratic Alliance (NDA} could not have bargained
for worse with the JMM(S) leader, Mr, Shibu
Saoren, insisting that the BJP agree ro make him
the Chiet Minister or prepare itself for the even-
tuality of a Government of non-BJ¥ parties in
the new Jharkhand State. With as many as 32
MLAs in the State Assembly with 81 members,
the BJP certainly is the largest party: and with
support assured from the five members of the
Samata Party and th;e three members elected on
the Janata Dal (Unijted) ticket {all of them had
contested the February 2000 polls as a conm-
hine) there was hardly any reason for the par-
ty's leaders to even expect such serious trouble
in forming a Governiment of their own. But
then, as has been the case with the ruling com-
bine ar various levels, Mr. George Fernandes, in
his capacity as convener of the NDA, seems o
have assured Mr. Soren of Chief Ministership of
the new State in exthange for the suppost he
had mustered to have Mr. Nitish Kumar as
Chief Minister of Bihiar soon afier the Assembly
elections. And it wag this assurance that must
have given the ]MM{(S) with just 12 MILAs the
hope of ruling the State as and when it was
formed. The developgmerits in Ranchi, indecd,
are nothing but a casg of obsessive concern for
self-preservation. rather than any ideological
unity guiding political alliances, taking its toll.

The JMM in particular and the various uth-
er platforms in the region that claim to repre-
sent the cause of the |tribals are, at this stage,
only a pale shadow df what they were in the
past. The indulgence| of the leaders of these
gioups in brokering deals — the involvement of
the MPs who belonged at that tinme to the [MM
in the murky aflairs in the context of the July
1993 fo-condidence maotion against the P V.
Nargsimha Rao Government for instance - be-
traring the cause they glaimed to represent had

considerably eroded the JMM’s support base in
recent times. That the payty, which had in the
not-so-distant past held [complete sway over
the electoral politics in fhe region, has now
been reduced to just a dpzen MLAs with not
even a single member in the Lok Sabha is only
an illustration of the extent of anger the tribals
have shown against such eaders as Mr. Soren.
And the declaration by Mr. Soren now to the
effect that he was not averse to taking support
wherever it came from as long as he could be-
come the Chief Minister of the new State only
shows his inability or rather refusal to learn les-
sons from his own past defpds. Y‘an/ (0 Xl

Be that as it inay. the cgnfidence exuded by
the BIP leaders — that thel JMM(S) must pre-
pare itself to sit in the Opppsition if Mr. Soren
refused to accept a BJP-led Government — can-
not but suggest that the par
will have a durable majority in the State As-
sembly. On the face of it, thg BjP cannot man-
age the numbers without effecting a split in any
one of the parties apposed tp it; it could be the
Congress, whose MLAs cannot otherwise ex-
pect minjsterial positiens iil|the new State un-
less there is a repeat of the|Bihar experiment
where the RJD along with thdq Congress manag-
es the numbers. Given the drazen manner in
which parties and their leaders have placed
ministerial-office-at-ali-costs| high on their
agenda, the turn of events in Ranchi is certainly
a cause for concern. All thesq cannot but have
an adverse effect on the goveinance of the new
State; withdrawal of the administrative machin-
ery and corruption at all levels have, even oth-
erwise, taken a heavy toll on|the polity in the
region and this certainly is ampong the reasons
for most parts of the new Sfate beeoming a
haven for left-extreme groupsl And the murky
developments in Ranchi are dertainly a cause
for concern.

=
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Munda declines minister post

SHARAD GUPTA _ ./
NEW DELH), Nav 7 F DZ Y

INCENSED at being de%':ed
the post of Jharkhand chief minis-
ter, BIP vice president Karia
Munda, today refused to joini the
Union Cabinet as Minister of
State, overshadowing induction of
Uma Bharti and Bhuwan Chand
+ Khanduri.

Munda’s name along with that
of Khanduri, was announced by
the Prime Minister’s Office to be
sworn in today as MoS. Mundare-
fused to attend the swearing in cer-
cmony saying he needed more

—

time to think, Qﬁ - \

Munda was appanently angry
over the manner in which party
had undermined his seniority. He
served as MoS in Morarji Desa
Cabinet in 1977 and was inducted
as Cabinet Minister for Environ-
ment and Forests during Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee’s 13-day Govern-
ment in 1996. “If the party could
not appoint him as Jharkhand
chief minister. he should at least
have been inducted as cabinet
minister in the Union Cabinet™,
said one his close aides,

Munda’s agony was further ag-
gravated due to resignation of a

%‘) \kmchyounger Jharkhand feader,

Babu Lal Marands, the |Union
inister of State for Envirpnment
and Forests, last night thereby
making him a cenain cand
the topslot in Jharkhand.
BIP sources clai

jority of BIP MLAs fromthe pro-
posed state, favoured fy
Munda. Bul, a senior B
who was plumping for

INDIAN EXPRESS
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“THE MCC MENACE

(Y Who will rule Jharkhand? Q Y

T E principal threat to any government that is ingta¥ed in
Ranchi will not come from the opposition, but fromy the
MCC and, to a lesser exteni, the PWG. The former identifies

the BJP as a bigger threat to its own unofficial hegembny |

than Sibu Seren’s JMM, primarily because ity tie-up with the

[ RID would ensure the continuatien of the kind of “seft”

. pronaunced in Jharkhand.

patronage the MCC has enjoyed some say from Laloo Yadav
hitnsell. The extent of the MCC's sway over southern Bihar
cdn be vauged from the fact that, according 1o the police. it
has a parallel government in five districts, a significant pres-
ence in @ others and can put its own men in the legizlature
from 32 out of 81 constituencies. Police stations lie unmanned
beranse villagers take their complaints to the MCC, primary
gervices like health and education are rendered with th
eonperation of its cadres and “taxes” to the tune of Rs 30 to 4
erores are extorted annually. Recently a group of policeme
refuzed to take up position in a village unless their strengt
was incressed. such g the dread the organtsation inspives
amony those who are supposed to anforce the law. The abg
cation by the state of its fundamental duties towards the cip-
izen, characteristic of Laloo raj all over Bihar, is much mote

The BJP chief minister-designate, Babulal Marandi, whois
on the MCC's hit list, taiks about development, but it shoyld
he clear to evervone that the law and order problem hae tojbe
tackled separately. There can be no development where {he
basic machinery of the administration liss paraiysed oy iz
usurped by the ultra-Left. 1 18 in this context that Shibu
Soren’s threat of joining hands with the MCC and the PWG
to disrupt the working of the first government of Jharkhfnd
wtate is reprehensible. How can one hope ta be clief minister
if one collaborates with those wha have dedicated themsdlves
w subvert all recogrised authority? What iz needed in
Jharkhand, and indeed in some aveas of Bihar, 15 a coupter-
insurgency operation similar 1w the ones that have been car-
ried out in Punjab and the Northeast, aimed specifically at

! isolating the extremists. [t must be recognised that ofpres-

sion i a far more powerful justification for armed vevalt than
ethnic or nativnal pride. In no circumstances shoulfy the
MCCs potential tor damage be underestimated: thed have
the men and the resources and can strike at will.
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ren sees himself as M,

clalms suyaort of 41 MLAs

Cong ina dile

New Delhl
8 NOVEI.‘IBEF!

ITH BARELY a week to |
go befare formation of
Jharkband, BJP grap- !

pled with the issue of chief mmlsﬁ,
tership of the new stae while :
JMM-S announced on Wednesday
its bid 1w form the first govern—
ment in the tribal region.

JMM-S chief Sibu Soren, whe ‘5
pulled out of NDA op denial of
chief minjstership to him, said in |
Patna he was conﬁde% of getting ¢
fLAs and i
would form the first povernment i
in Jharkhand with the help of :
‘ i state, which is set t come into

BIP, which, alongwith allies |
Samata Party and JI{U) has sup- §
port of 40 MLAs, glso claimed !
support of at least tiwo indepen- | MLAs in the new
dents for a mejority in the 81- :
s a difficujt
task on hand in choosing between |
from the :
Babulal Marandi and :
Karia Munda, to head the govern- |
i be

Marandi resigned from the |
Union ministry on November 6

the support of 41

RID, Congress and Left parties.

member House but

two senior leader:
region,

ment.

apparenily to head the NDA gov-

Party  spokesman
Krishnamurthy sai

leaving “the party af any cost™.
Soren said he had
received ‘positive

Coordination Centre (MCC),

“] am meeting the MLAs :
inividually to impess upon them :
i bribery case and their association

10 have their own miniswy to ful-

fil the aspirations of Jharkhand :
peopte..] am confident of provid- |
ing a stable and effective govern- |
i then

nment,” he said. —PTI

nstalied 1in
Jharkhand, s
still undecided
! whether it

ernment, but, Munda refused to { should back Mr
join the Vajpayee government on i
Tuesdya unhappy over the choice. !
Jana i
The issue of :
Jharkhand chief ministership “is :
stilt wide open” while party lead- ;
er 1.P. Mathur ruled out Munda |
{ open.
also |
sponse’ from i
(P, CPI-ML (Libernsion), Marxist i
! is clearly relue-tant to join hands

AN
over courting

Our Politica! Bureau
HNEW GELHI 8 NOVEMBER

WARE OF the vulnerabil-
ity of its fleck in
Jharkhand as well as con-
scious of the impact of aligning
with the tainted TMM In any joint
venture, the Congress is facing a
difficnlt dilemma in the tribal

existence on November 15.
The party, which
will have 11

state and must
play akey rolein B
the IMM's
scheme of things
if a non-NDA
government is to

Shibu Soren or
not. Hence, the
party on
Wednesday responded back with
the standard response that the
“sitnation was stll fluid” and the
party was keeping all its options

The hesitation on  the
Congress” part rests on two

major factors, For one, the party

with the IMWM, given the recent
court judgment in the MPs

with corruption. The party had
had to deftly manceuvre itself
after its former president and
Prime Minister PV

Sonia: Teugh cheice

MM

Narasimha Rag too was implicat-
ed in the case.
Secandly, there is also a view
within the parfy that rather than
assist the JMM in coming to
power, it should try and work to
strengthen its| base in the new
state. In the fbsence of a third
credible force and the party’s
sizeable support base in the
region, party |circles contended
that the Congress
was in a clear
position to
emerge as the
primary rival to
the BJP there.
However,
party  circles
admitted that it
was not as easy
to remain aloof
24 from the JMM.
Since the BIP,
even after the
exit of the JMM
from the NDA
fold, is short of
majority by $ slender margin, the
Congress MLAs are most suscep-
iible to poaching by the BIP.
Allits 1] MLAs are ministers
in the Rabri Devi government in
Bihar at | present and the
prospects of
iar capacity
certainly b
tiomn.

an. enticing proposi-

The MLAs, most of whom
were staurichly anti-Laloo, had
come aroupd to supporting the
RID at thg time of government

formation fn Bihar only on the
promise of{ministerial bei'ths./

* =

The oenmic Time:

9 iy 1T

continuing in & simi- |
in Jharkhand would |
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Jhark

HERE 1&g a veport that
the Jharkhand state will

be hopn pn the birthday
of Birsa Munda (15 November:
and the new Assembly and the
secretariat will start function-
ing from thel Lenin Hall of
Heavy Engineering Caovpo-
ration al Rangchi. This coinei-
dence or comhbination is signif-
icant. ks Birya to Lenin the
path this \fofpnﬂ tribal state
will adopt fgr ite
emergence’
Whatever it may
be, the birth of
Jharkhand after a
long struggle of |
more than 50 vears/
is being hailed with §
great enthusjasm [
In the area. Many 5 -
hopes have been [._...
ereated.  Jubilant
tribals are muving
everywhere oven!
without know:ing |
what exactly they
have got. Though
mapy have yushed |
to claim credit, the |
birth of thig new
slate is due fo the
long -:Ll'uggl and
sacrifices of !many
! who passed away

By AKROY

are campaigning for Jhar-
khand, ihe tribals reraained
ahead in struggle. So the claim
io have a iribal as chief minis-
ter has a moral bazis. The

Tilka Manjhi <1784}, the Ho
revoll (18201, the Kol insurrec-
tion (18321, the Santhal rebel-
and the Birsa
were 1he

lion (1853

movement (1900;

A EBAREA U

EAM COME TRUE-

O\ v
hand Will Force A Social Revolution |

To meet |the chailenge ol cre-
ating a new <tate. some les-
sons have o be drawn {rom the
ups  and downs  of
Jharkhang
the {eeling of Jharkhand is so
slrong that no manipuelation
from the|top can control it
Even if all leaders are bought,
the movgment i= reborn
anather o Al present the
Jharkbiaogl pastes are weak
— nut ust s0  the
Jharkhand  senti-
ment. It is the pres-
zure [rom the bot-

tom  that foreed
national  parties
like  BJP  and

Congress to form
thig new stale to
v survive politically
Lol the area. It
| ay e remem-
h| |e{l that the BJP
i il pot make
b maeh head way till
4 it ducluded  the
making of a sepa-
vate «tate (Vanan-
chin in its pro-
geaitune. The Con-
;- Mltered and
thus tailed to the
raca. So this feeling
mass  be under-

E———

RS

unheard and un-
sung with g dream for the
future. ‘

The vast mwineral rich area in
the heartland of India with its
plains and plateaus, hills and
jungles is known as Jhars

khand. ~ 'Lgﬂ -
TRIBALS ™

It is good that the attaup
rename it Vananchal hes peer
glven up accepting an aiend-
ment in Parliament. The origi-
nal demand included 13 dis-
tricts of Bihar (79,632 sq kn:.,
three districis of Wesy Bengal
(26,546 sg km). four distriets of
Orissa 145,897 sq ki and two
districts of Madhya Pradesh
131,247 5q km: with a popula-
tion of zbout four crores.

The demand had its historic
roots in the South West Fron-
tier Agency formed by the
British in [833 clubbing all
these areas|with Chhotonag-
. pur as a single unit with its
headguarters at Hazaribagh.
However, the present Jhar-
| /khand state is from the portion
of Bihar only. It has a popula-
tion of 2.14 crore of which
27.87 per cent are iribals, 15
per cent Harijans and 40 per
cent other |backward castes.
According tio the Indian Bu-
rean of Mines 11992, Jhar-
khand contdins 32.35 per cent
of Indian cokl, 23,32 per cent of
iron ore, 33/85 per cent copper,
46.55 per cent mica. Although
it is arnong bhe richest zones in
India, it 19 inhabited by the
poorest peipie, Darkness un-
der light isJharkhand.

Theugh now all communities

The author is former member
of Partiament.

/in):J:

most notable phases in hislory,
Marx in his notes on lndian
history mentioned “outhreak of
gantals which ceuld only be
. put down after seven months’
guerrilia warfare in February
18567,

The demand for a scparate
state of Jharkhand was rased
alter Ludependence by toe i1
Al icader Jalpal Sinen whe
sibnatted a memorandem to
this effect betore the State
Reorganisation Colmnitlee lo
A zecend memoranduin

was given to the Prime Minis-
ter i/ 1973 by the Jharkhand
Party leuder. NE Horo. and
the third by the Jharkhand
Coordination Committee lead-
er, BP Keshori, in 1989 1o the
President. |

REBIRTH

However, a qualitative
chunge came to the Jharkhand
movement with the formation
of Jharkhand Mukti Moercha in
. 1972 in Dhanbad which not
only added the pon-tribals to
the movement but also the
working class of the industrial
beit mostly from outside pro-
jecting a socialist ideology and
adopting a programme of ex-
ploitation-free Jharkhand as

= 1he goal. Sibu Soren emerged

as the leader through this
organization. At that time the
struggle of Vietnam was at its
peak under the banner of Nat-
ional Liberation Front which
inspired the naming of this
organisation. It may be noted
that tribal insurgency being
the basze of Jharkhand, the

concept of liberation of the peo-
ple is interlined with that of
separation of the area,

* atood ns this is the
driving force bohind the new
Jharlhand.

Similarly, are some
genuine {problems in creating
the Jharkhand state for which

there

the
movement, First, -

in

the struggle tock such a long -~

time to aitain ity goal,

BOUNDARIES
These grobis alsu have to
be properly tood, Jhar-
khand i sribal pheriome-
nya thodgh the iribais consti-
tute the [most important ingre-
iz definitely not a

dient. It
secessiomist mevement nor a
regional|izsue to be solved by
creating|smaller states.

The boundaries of the states
got chgnged
before in this area. In 19212
Bihar-Orisea was separated
from Bdngal, in 1937 Ovissa
from Bihar and 1956 Purulia
fromn Bihar.

What 15 taking place in 2000
is diffarent from all this.
Jharkhand was a milch cow for
Bihar and it benefited more by
preserving the feudal arder
where | neither agriculture
cpuld develop in the north
nor could industries remain
healthy|in the south. And so
Bihar with Jharkhand re-
mained| the poorest state in
India.

Separhtion will force a soclal
revolutjon unleashing a pro-
ductive| force that will help
hoth. The separation of Maha-
rashira und Gujarat, Punjab
and Hdryana did not hamper
progress and, on the contrary,
accelerpied the pace of pro-
gress. Why should it not hap-
pen hete?

“To be concluded)

several times ;




FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10. 2000

/ UTTARANCHAL: INDIA’S 27th STATE

THE FORMATION, AT long last, of 4 separate
State - Jtlaranchal — consisting of the hill
regions of Uttar Pradesh is certainly a fruitful
culmination of the long agitation carried out by
the people of the region. The movement during
which the men and women from the hill dis-
ricls were even willing to confront the armed
might of the state — leading to loss of lives at
times — was only reflective of the extent to
which the civil and political administration in
Uttar Pradesh had remained insensitive to the
needs of the people. [t is a fact that most paris
of the new State were left to remain backward
{even if it was uninte2ntional) by the successive
Governments in Utiar Pradesh leading to the
alienation of the peaple there from all aspects
of the Uttar Pradesh political culture. This took
place despite such leaders as Govind Batlabh
Pant, Mr. K. C. Pant and Mr. N. D. Tiwari dom-
inating the political discourse for a long time.
And for this very reason, there is bound (o be a
lot of expectation among the masses in the re-
gion from the new Governruent; after all, they
do not have to wait endlessly, as they had to do
all these yej:rs, on the officials and their politi-
cal masters in faraway Lucknow for decisions
pertaining to the problems faced in the hill re-
gions. 5(\9 A v -\\

This factor — the vears of neglect of Yhe
aspirations of the people in the hills — assuimes
importancq even now. And the formation of¥

new State glone cannot serve the cause unlesy
those at the helm -— Mr. Nitvanand Swami and
the team he will constitute — decide to address
the task of governance in real earnest. The fact
that the region had sutfered for long for want of
any concerted efforts at development leaves ve-
ry little scope tor raising resources [rom within
for the new State Government; and hence, the

new dispensation i Dehradun will have to de-
pend on financial agsistance from the Centre in
a big way. The inclusion of the terai region —
Udham Singh Nagay — in the new State despite
the objection to uze idea from the Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) cafinot but bring cheer io the
people in the hills [ After all, there is no other
part in the State with a stable agrarian base.
This, however, is onlv small solace. The dis-
affection among the hill people against the suc-
cessive Governments in Uttar Pradesh was,
after all. not causqd by anv scarcity of food-

grains, Apart from
up by the various
situated in the foot
ly boast of any ind

The composit
{provisional) assun]
context. Unlike in
garh, the provision
consists of hardly a
as 23 MLAs in thg
sembly, the ruling g
things easy but it cd
unlike in the two 01
discourse in Uttar
election mode. Asi
with the Assembly {
a year; and this le
Swami and his new

ives very little time for Mr.

he manufacturing units set
ublic Seclor Undertakings
ills, the new State can hard-
1strial base at the moment.

on of the Stare Assembly

es some importance in this
Jharkhand and in Chatuis-

al Assembly in Uttaranchal
Wy opposition. With as many
r 31-strong provisional As-
arty may be tempied to take
n do so only at its peril. And
her new States, the political
nchal will soon get into the
t is, elections are due along

lections in Uttar Pradesh in

(abinet. Meanwhile, there

are reports about fesentment within the BJP,

particularly among
maon-Garwhal reg
Swami is not one ;

those who belong to the Ku-
on, on the ground that Mr.

mong them. And given the

experience in severpl other States — the spectre

of dissidence and
hardly rule out thg

faction feuds — one can
possibility of feuds within

the legislature party. It should be the endeavour

ot all Lo spare the hew State of instahility./

THE HINDU

11 NOV 200



TPURA I JO
ANOARY W PUIL Y A apew puy siapedy
A Ay ey pasaddos 1 ose aaow o)
03 HOTDlY0 TINE] PRI epUny SN O
AT WIOL 2NN B HuIac|o) Peg
JOISIY St oonRuEsaL Sl uas
PR DY pes IDSINE JIN]Y 0T Oy &R
Izan ayey o1 paddy AL CTRUEI (A S
ALY 10 aprid
X pInom JUDTIRIUDOUTY e pue PIULDD
-L0D B 1A UQHRIMSTOD UL AP U
ApEOI[E PRy 2210YD 2L 18] RUItg ul |
PUBYRIRGT o AT ur st ol abeny
sequy 1enpnpy Ampnaans grdg g
BT IWISAON] U0 UMY ¥ 19910
pInoa A3 CSVTIN LD Ay OpIaap
01 8131 s7 uado apia s, seaw puegRyr
J0 iSOG Ay Jo st gl eyl
PALUIRI AJRIMTO Jig] 2yi “Inowny
pood w epuny 1y domy 0y pg e oug
LLAT 1 DU IRA0L)
esac] 110 AU} Ul ojejy ju IDJSHUIA
2 puUR 0gg] Wl JUdLLIDAOr) adkkrdlep
Avp-£] Oyl Ul JASIUY IDUIRD) T OSEM
ay ey 1ou) ayy o1 panaied rpuny 1A
‘pres oy CAppeeius oF s SogAioag,,
PURYHINYL 3o IMSIUIN JOIYD)

S19U) pies TIOWRULSUN Jp CI91e]

15757 a1 Fursootn ur waggord on g praem————

sgadidsmag £ AupeL Ul wpp o3 pan
1 IAUIAINS DU P2IUAP OS] O} W
HAs UONENSHed Auk inogis wod S
A3 aay pasodord ses awien g puRlvg
Fefine]igg (fy 1B 1asdn sea 21 IRy S10pND)
OM] YD 01 PAKSALOD DH IBISIWA] PLLLG
AU DU DA DI0)AY DINWEHESLEY CUTT Y
Juapsaad 3a1a Jrg oF Hods wpunjy A
ARPSDNE 1 Dpg
JOCIDISFUITA B ST TR UDYRL 10U PRy Ay
Aym poumiidxa slkp aa) Ixou oy Ut go
-STIDSIP 3O PHDOT PUOIS 1 DARY 0] A2y
SEOUA CEPBRAL 1 PIRS SIRITe [

LA YU 2nog o aeg agow waads Ssod
s1asay sownl v Ao patago Julag
PUR 1MSIEIA IOR) ISIT § pueyyieyf
FUIWO00G 0] U1 DY WOI] PIPR|IND
dwag uo Adduyun sea ogm upuniy A
“1BISIUTA
Pqe) eose g funanpul 4wy A
-fjow o) sueid Passnasip s1opea] Aled e
uaas Lepoy oofedlea v ISIIUIA SUILL]
19 2BIS JO IDISIUIAL B $B 1UAWILAA0L)
Ay uiol 0] pasniAl oUAa ‘epunpy
zaey] uspisaid-noa  4rg  HOINIS

6 J3quiaAcN "UlaQ MmaNn
Juepuodsaiiol IH

SULFO(] CPUNy AJIJOIA Uoneaad(),

R
MU MY I0f sy fe AINKUD 11U) 'Y jtikite)
-uroand B oa) Joddns aanse sy oald pmoas
oy pIes gEwg Sepnl WaLigs pue GopRist
-UliLpy Jafe un uoiaa a1 jo A0 onueu
-000 pidur 1o0g furao) sea ay ey Sunely
‘puR I
OO ISIUND IS ISy Syl UF Ul
-uedio siy &g pravdaud ARaiens wawdoreasp
23 LGNS PIROM OAPLRUS YIBINYSES] AQ p2
AL AANIUWOD IAQUIAL-AUTT ¢ PIms A
55225u0)) [RUDURLEA
purRyIeys, Ipao pApeg Amau sy Lo
paredazd quowdopaap su g0 wudanig 3
UIAY BIUTPIOXIE UT 31RIS MDU ) S YA
purypyeyr ut awisased eyl o), moddns
S1y AAIE pinos oy pies YRS YN SU Ui
of o} Arpeqord e Suneis ATEap MOYITA
J$ANIOT POOUNWIS-TIUR BT[) A PURIS 34
LB SOJUBISIWNDID QU J9PUCY, 2191 USWsMan
pler uduig  vordal sy w adoad sy o) v
SHIUILOD JO ISUSS 0U PRy pue Apaaid-Tamod
SEAL 31 1PUL UAOUS PR PURUNIEY[ JO JNSs)
digsIojsium Jatgs Y3 1240 JAYD qry Ay
01 ARAOT STY Burplas A[USppns Aq Ualog,
“f3ed pueyIv{-nUE U e )1 e
poacsd pey (1 s yus Sumudie S NIAL
wy pres yduig uoddns sty Supsespuig

1Ld siodar ‘pusyyseqr wr juownIaaed

unuoy Wiy dy o1 wWaog Doy e WIse
o 1eddng S Ine PanT ARPO) AWM tsaatlvg
0dexog W) §IA WpEadapi] N
B AL AU
Al 07 saunIdfaad 1YY AFMAIP V] oUW
[[O1 PR IIDCL MO UT ST s A Alued
Jo Funaow v Fuunp Cs10pea) U Sy

| HIRR AU 07 324 81 ST N0 aolsodp ) v

BUEUBYS ‘11d AMSI
JRIy Fwoang Wery pajuaadrd s
uA10g NQIYS J1 2AUIOIA 2 PIRGA I
i omanyy siedvygg uvsvysod(] A
-0193% BUIIOA] TINGAL PUBDIRL [ 03§t
-J2B2) PIES SOPURLLIA , RUOUNISUOdUN
3 (a3 fRduAeia ysean Ao gf

"PUBLNIRYL JO I21SIUTLL T2 184 311 56
pauodde o
Iapral oyl ax
33UDMA 01 PO
(g} tyrIo| nyny
PURLPBIBIL JT o51I000
A0 S1L 9qE1 pNosm
muf P sapuvu
-103 afroany Wag
“SINIA HONALHLA

JRLIY PURLILIOD G D1 0 HOIDRSGOD )
TPLI T[S S8 0881 1 A oo [ | r3ufe
ST SADEY JRUAL UL IO 1) T JUOD
L. DS HIUSIA I CTPURIBIA JO JLWIEL DU <
JHISUCD L) UAART PRI L0 SWOH plie
LSTUTIA, LULLT DU S Q10K 18T IS iy 1poly
IRUITY JTUSTE AJQIUDSSY 1] 21w uon
-ixoddelo p Jo 11 POPUILDT UDY AN
T BDQUINAONT 10111 K LD DTN
W AU apmap pynos diy RN
MY WM ATAUNMUT UE U DIYS BN LA
pausnssnb o g digs
~IPRD] PRI DU AL FROE any St DL
s puviely ey odal epown auy puos sy
TOUAAMHOY S LT Aoy ssaad {ue poy
prg Aaned sl jo aosisd pazaogine o jl.,
o] pnacd Ny 10f IpURIL A,
I Aweu o O P PUBLWILLD

JBUONEU O ‘PUs Y[ 1O IS ]0IG D)
YT SR B[S 2) prssod S I0AG 20U
-1000x%3 Jonden spukiey 1€ ngig

A larmussty euied

)

)

P T ————————

2MSUA W Y




DREAM ¢
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HARKHAND is not &
Mizoram or Nagaland, not
only because of its vastr
ness but because of its compo
sition. Jharkhand is a mi
India or more correctly a cons
ceniraled India. [i has hills
and plains, fields and jungles
with a variety of people living
together for ages, unshaken by
history and undisturbed by
pelitics till recently. No single
community, language and ve-
ligion dominates.
Even the tribals
are of different ori-
ging — Santhal, ¢
Ho, the Munda:
Anstraloid wvariety |-
and Oraon Dravi- |
dian.
There are primi-!
five fribals lke
Birhors, Pahadias
now on the way to |
extinction. Being
an industrial belt
there are workers
from all parts of
the country. In the |
nmidst of all this
diversity, there is
unity and ihat is
Jharkhand. All the &
people here feel
exploited and dis- ;.
criminated. It is an |

¢Glo By akmoy A |

unity of Jharkhand societyland
s emancipation as a cohefent
entity? It is the mercantile
capitalism which turns socicty
into a market constantly gen-
erating disaffection along with
lust of power, acquisitiveness
and consumerism.

It may be noted that capital-
ism in the beginning after
industrial revolution devel-

OME TRUE-

How LeninIs Relevant To Jharkhand

is the capitalist motivatipn of
the expleitative svstein. & the
future of Jharknand is
nected with the changn of
exploitative system: by ags
ing socialist values 0 politics.
It is here that Lenin bedomes
relevant 1o .Jhar

Now a controv s| been
created over we bt the
Chief Minister of J hand
while the debatr she have
been on “how to huild Hhar-

khand . wiypther
from the top by
invitiog fyreign
capital and| the

muttinationags ar
from  the bpitom
utilizing  indige-
nows resofirees,
1 byth naivral and
; human. avgilable
in the region? As
the strength jof the
J Jharkhand fesling

Cisat the Hettem
y | connected with its
Jland, waten and
forest providing the

5 sneoizl energy  for
tion| the

builaing of | Jhar-

khand shealf defi-
1 nitely be frgm the
bottom. [t may be
neted  that | Jhar-

“internal  colony” t
where everyone wanls to tte
come “free”. It is this longihg
that unites all

CULTURAL UNITY

In the stormy days of the sev-
enties, this writer was startled

_ when a minor [lighting the
' mafia along with tribaie asjed

why there should not bel a
Jharkhand in Aliahabad since
they were also exploiters and
oppressors. This is the spirit of
Jharkhand whick made Dh%n—
had, a colliery area with lpss
than five per cent tribals, the
bastion of the Jharkhand
movement.

This is not all. One of the
memoranda justifying Jhar-
khand referred to its “histeric
characteristics and cult{ra!
unity now fading away due lo
internal colonisation™. But this
uhity is not static. It may move
in one of twe ways: it may
flourish by cultivating the
binding forces or petishi by
weakening them. In which
way it will move will depend
on the nature of politics. With
both the trends Jharkhand is
nol a developed nationglity
already existing and only to he
incorporated in a state bt a
developing society to be npur-
ished and guided in that djrec-
tion. Whal kind of politicsiand
philesephy can do that? De-
finitely not the existing one
prevailing in the country in
which communalism and cast-
eism affect unity and integrity.
This has started infecting
Jharkhand where local mini-
mafias have appearad.

The making of Jharkhand
involves two tasks: struggle
and construction. The struggle
is against divisive ‘orces and
the construction of the new
state. What is the divisive
force that is threatening the

oped a centripetal force dis-
solving petty particularisms of
the fendal cra and creafed a
natien state. But ihis same
capitalism in this era of mar-
ket economy is generating a
centrifugal force tearing even
established nations and the
gw seenario of

Eastern Europe, in particular
Yugoslavia, present. The de-
valued nationalism is no more
a binding force after the local
capitalists have lost their anti-
imperialist character being an
appendage of the multination-
al corporations a3 manifested
in the New Economic Policy.

SOCIALISM

So the only binding force is
socialism and 1t is the dilution
of the soclalist content of our
pelitics that has given rise to
divisive forces in the country.
When Lenin supporied the
demand of separate Ukraine
state, the Russian rulers
accused him of supporting sep-
aratism to -which Lenin re-
plied: “if the Ukrainians find a
Soviet Republic thay will not
cut away, if they find a capital-
ist one, they will”.

History has vindicaled Lenin.
Under socialism, Russia re-
mained one with its 15 sover-
eign republics, 20 autonomous
republics, eight autonomous
regions and 10 autonomous
areas but now is torn asunder
with the resurn of capitalism.
With self becoming supreme
and the strong swallowing the
weak, can different social
groups remain united? The
answer is “no” for Russia, “no”
for India and “ne” for Jhar-
khand.

The real enemy of Jharkhand
which delayed its formation
and will delay its construction

- khand iz rigch not
only in wmincrals but also in
human guality. Cqmmon
Jharkhandis have scme basic
honesty, skill and work ¢ulture
that can be an assef foy build-
ing any state.

CAPITAL
Characior is the mast pre-
ous clement of .fhatithand
that can e pre-
served, raising a social and
mora) wall (like tariff wall:
around it banishing all alien
culture. There iz talll ol at-
tracting capital to Jharkhand
while capital is Iying idie here
without any work order. Even
technical manpower, sdientists
in research institutes aye with-
out work. [n the new jstate of
Jharkhand. the firdt task
would be to form a ngw plan-
ning bourd to put forgard an
alternative line of develop-
ment using all the chafacteris-
tiex of the region.

Jharkhand has everyihing
what it needs & new |philoso-
phy to activate, motiyate and
inspire o produee |results.
Jharkhand can be built not by
money but by corrert ideas
which would evolve cqmbining
the sacial snirit of Birsa and
the socialist ideclogy Jéi" Lenin,

while mercantile capitalism
will create “infantile {fisorder”
for the new state magking it a
Jhagra Khanc and jhunting
ground of all form of wynscrupu-
lous elements. A sfress on
socialist ideology augmenting
social values already| existing
in Jharkhand following the
path of Birsa to Lenin can
transform it even under the
present constitution into a
rumber one state [in India
showing a new mode] of eman-
cipation for the reft of the
country.

{Chnelud,




BORN INUNCERTAINTY

L;"\SO Inauspicious signals for Jharkhand ¢\

OR the new state of Jharkhand which is seen to be the fu§-
flment of a dream dating back nearly 100 vears, the cu
rent uncertainty over who will head the government on 1
November is an inauspicious start. The date for the swearing
in was tixed keeping in mind the birth anniversary of Birsa
Munda who had led the tribals in a heroie struggle but died
at an early age. If the name still inspires the tribals who have
felt deprived by successive governments since Independence,
the hopes are mixed with confusion as political parties ave
into the act of seeing how much of the spoils they can grab.
This includes improbables like the Congress which will have
only 11 seats in the new 81-member assembly but still imag-
irjes it can tilt the scales and in the process claim a position
of advantage for itself. The claim is preposterous but that is
the very nature of how politics is played in Bihar. While the
Congress is virtually an adjunct of the RJD, Sibu Soren puts
himself up for sale saying he is ready to side with anyone who|
makes him chief minister, forget the Supreme Court verdic
in the JMM bribery case. Or the fact that Laloo Yadav ha
used him as a pawn all these vears and now gounds accom
modating only 1o retain a hand in the new administration.
The BJP cannot escape the responsibility for this unce
tainty either, With 32 seats in the new House and allies wh
are none too dependable, it claims a majority of barely one i
the new House, The last thing it ean afford at this stage is
internal battle for chief ministership. But that is exactly
what is taking place as Babulal Marandi heads the race with
blessings from the leadership while Karia Munda sutks. The
BJP has the aneraus task of justifying the faith the tribgls
have placed in them in the last elections after their bitger
. experience with the Soren faction of the JMM. But develgp-
ment cannot get off the ground if the new state starts with a
struggle for survival in the face of external and internal pres-
sures. One can only hope that the Prime Minister will inter-
vene so that the transition to a new era can be peaceful
} full of promige. Will all selfish politicians, Sibu Soren befng
| the foremost example, kindly disappear from sight?

THE STATESMAR
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Left Canno?"lgn‘bﬁf’e'Kamta purt Uprising

, FEW days age, two
school headmasters,
Netai Das and Subash
Sarkar were shot dead by
activiste of the Kamtapuri
Liberation Orgenisation. Netai

Dgs was the headmaster of

Dhupguri School and a member
of the CPI-M zonal commitiee;

Sarkar was hesdmaster of

Malbazar School and a4 member
ofl the district committee of the
CP1-M. The killers used sten-
ghns and retreated through
wooded areas towards Cooch
Rehar on motoreyeles, The CPI-
M reacted in the usus) manner.
There was a districtwide
bandh"”. Only the SFI and

YF were active.
They attacked and
ransacked the Mai-
naguri police station
and the one at

Dhupguri.

Siliguri was also
‘affected, as was trav-
elling south ta Cal-
rcutta, A tea group
| representative told

this writer that such

local bandhs are fre.

quent and often atep
1 despatch of tea, It is,
therefore, necessary
to tell the other areas
in West Bengal and
India who the KLO
| are, why they are killing lead-
|

ing members of the local CPL-M
. in North Bengal and how is it
i that they are well armed and
equipped,

|
E HISTORY
The Kamtapuri Liberation
i QOrganisation warnts a state for
i themselves, Ethnically, they
| consist of the Koch and Mech
tribes of Cooch Behar who are
not different from the Rajban-
shis of Jalpaiguri. Altogether
they are known as the Bahes of
i the North of Jalpaiguri and
Cooch Behar districts. Opposed
to the Bahes there are migrant
Bengalig in the region. These
Bengalis are called “Bhatias”
as they are known o come
from the South, the land of the
ebbing rivers {bhata in Bengsali
means ebb tide).

The migration has been going
on for ages but in a trickle. To
the East Bengal “bhadralok”
class, the North did not appear
to be atiractive. Darjeeling was
too cold, Jalpaiguri, particular-
ly the Dooars, too wild. True,
more than 150 tea estates have
heen planted there; the tea of
the eastern Dooars and that of
the Chulsa Hills are much in
demand. There ig a lot of
money in tea but mainly for the
owners and the retailers, The
tea eatates are labour intensive
but the bhadralok would lose
his “caste” in accepting paid
physical chores. It is the avail-
ability of migrant labour force
- from the rising and barren land
of the Orissa hills and the
Chhotanagpur plateau which
has made plantations possi-
ble. This labour force consisted
of the Santhals and other
Adijvasi tribes who have always
been on the move in search of
living. Then there are “dalals”
for indentured Adivasis for the
tea gardens in Jalpaiguri and

The author is former Inspector-
General of Police, West Bengal.

CDERARRATA .

By RANJIT GUPTA

Assam, These labourers moved
with their women and estab-
lished villages around the plan-
tations. Such facile availabilits
made tea owning easy for thd
British merchants with mone

to invest,

These labourars came to be
known as “medesins”. They dig
not hurt the autochthons, the
trang-Teesta Bahes who wete
not interested in working fér
other people’s tea in conditions
of great rigour. What {righft-
ened both the Bahes afd
Bhatias away from tea whs
malaria and “black water

fever”, now stamped out pf the
area by recent medical davelop-
ments, The Rajbanshid were
happy with their peasant scon-
omy; the life with the ripe and
cavtle around was easy.

This was the situation until
the tide of refugees frofn East
Pakistan hit West Bengal and
Assam. In the district|of Jal-
paiguri and Cooch Bepar the
migrants poured in. The Hindn
“bhadraloks” packed \ip their
ideologies, politics and culture
and ran from commuynal vio-
lence into Jalpaiguri | Siliguri
and Cooch Behar areay.

The guru of the Naxalites,
Charu Mazumdar cgme. The
other apostles of rural viglence
came — Kanu Sanyhl, Biren
Bose and Scuren Bosg. In east-
ern Dopars came Nfini Bhat-
tacharya and other leaders of
the Revolutionary(Secialist
Party {which by tljen was a
Marxist Party).

VITAL RQLE

They, however, did not per-
turb the Bahes, Charu and his
associates had theiy knives out
for the jotedars and(big farmers
only, which the Kajhangshi
peasant was not. The RSP had
their guns aimed af the planta-
tien economy.

But the migration of the
fiftiee and its canspquences has
threatened the Bahe society
and economy. The second and
third generaticon|Bhatia mig-
rants, harassed and desta-
bilised, accepted the CPI-M
ideology and sypplied their
“cadres”. In retyrn, they had
priority for emplgyment in edu-
cational institufions, in med-
ical services and|technieal edu-
cation. The Rajbangshi forced
by pepulation pYessure to wake
up from their Kucolic dreams,
found all doors closed against
them and their|children, in the
aress of development profes-
sions. Not merely the demo-
graphic character of the region

-

ULFA model for their political
course and their mistakes to
learn from. They have now a '

changed, the autochthons were
threatened by numbers and
higher areas of aconomy and °
culture were barred te them.
This was done very democrat- |
ically. It will have been noted |
that the two murdered CPI-M |
leaders are headmasters of j
schools. This, for the party, is a
very important matter. The
CPI-M leader as the head of a |
school ig to ensure that teach-
ers and clerks of the reguired
political tilt are available as |
presiding and polling officers |
during parliamentary and 1
)

assembly polls. It has to be
borne in mind that in these
elections right people of the
Left parties are to
be elected. These
schools have to pro-
vide such supervisory
personnel for rural ¢
democracy, for pan-
;| chayat pells ang for
{ electing the
 Sabhadhipati. The
§ murdered leaders had
§ a vital role to play.
: The KLO, however,
B heard the right noises
B from their own breed
28 — the Koch and the
Mech tribes and the
§ cousinly tribe of the
Bodos, The Bodos are
spread from the east
of Cooch Behar to Assam. The
areas around the Sankosh
River and the Bhutan border
are not unfriendly. The Bodes
from these areas keep the ‘
Kam-tapuris well supplied with !
stenguns and motoreycles. !
When the Kamtapuris are
under pressure, they take shel- |
ter in Cooch Bebar and on the |
Bhutan barder, {

ULFA MODEL
This was not the first time
that the Kamtapuris killed in
Jalpaiguri. When the hue and
cry dies down, they plan once
again a sortie through the jun-
gle paths to the western areas.

They have a big hit list of CPI-

M leaders. This wnll be a very

unpleasant experience for Mr
Jdyoti Basu. The party has

already lost Darjeeling in the
North. The state government

cannot just wish away the

K1.O. The human, political and
physical geographies existing
in the North do not portend a
happy time for the party in
power,

The Kamtapuris have the

Students’ Front. They have a
periodical to puhblish their polit-

ical thinking. They have no

script. They publish their pro-

paganda literature in a Bengali
dialect, claser 1o mainstream
Bengali speech than the dial-
ects of the far Eastern Bengal.

Had the CPI-M accepted eth-

nic and cultural varieties in the
state as real, they would not
have had problems like GNLF
separatiem and Kamtapuris
raising their banners. Very
recently, they held in Siliguri a
large hostile demonstration
when deputy chief minister, Mr
Buddhadev Bhattacharya visit-

ed the town. Reports of such -
demonstration and political
assassination merely add to the
panic of the bhadralok,
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HT Correspondents
RanchiyNew Delhi, November 13

E NATIONAL  Democratic

I Alliance is all set to form the first

government of Jharkhand under the
leadership of Dumka MP and former
Union Minister of State Babulal Marandi,
who is likely to be sworn in as Chief
Minister soon after Tuesday midoight,

Mr Marand{'s name is expected to be
formally announced soon after the NDA
legislators' meeting on Tuesday afternoon,
This mecting will be preceded by a mect-
ing of BIP legislators, where Mr Marandi
is slated to be elected leader.

Shibu Soren's plans to form a non-NDA

governmeni, however, suffered a death-
blow today with the Congress Working
Committee (CWC) deciding not to sup-
port any groyp for the formation of
tharkhand Government. Soren, who
walked out of the NDA after being

rebuffed by the BJP, had been holding §

consultations with the State Congress
leaders in the hope of getting the party's
SUpPOI.

The CWC, which met with Mrs Sonia
Gandhi in the ghair, adopted a resolution
stating that "in view of the fact that no sta-
ble Government car be constituted in the
State since the number of MLAs are
equally divided,iwe should not support any

group to form the Government in Jharkhand."

The decision of two Indcpendent legislators Sudesh
Mahato and Joba Manjhi to fornt a group and join the
NDA as its canstituent under the banner of All
Unpion-supported United

JTharkhand  Students’

Babuilal Marandi

Shibu Soren

"There is

meeting tomorrow,

gress snubs Soren,
A set to form

- ARFIEE

emocratic Party cas a
f the alliance today. With
has swelled to 42 in the §1

GOmamak

shot in the arm
this, its strength
member House.

The NDA ha$ finally emerged as the
biggest group in the new Assembly, and
the BIP as the sipgle largest party, with 32
MILAs. This will give Governor Prabhat
Kumar, likely be sworn im minutes
before the Chief Minister, sufficient
grounds to invitd the NDA leader to take
oath as Chief Mihister.

Mr Mahato agd Ms Manjhi said they
were joining the NDA "on the invitation of
Mr Marandi wh will be the first Chief
Minister of Jharkhand". The formation of
a group, they gaid, was necessary for
cosuring that the NDA Government
remained stable.

Although the BJP remained tight-lipped
about the chancg¢s of Khunti MP Karja
Munda becoming] the Chief Minister, it is
uniikely that Mr Munda will attend either
the NDA meeting or the swearing-in cere-
mony here on Tugsday.

Sources at his official residence in Delhi
toid The Hindustan Times that Mr Munda
was unwell and [was unlikely to be in
Ranchi on Tuesday.

Senior BIP leadpr and party vice-presi-
dent Kailashpagi Mishra said the
announcement on|the Chief Minister-des-
ignate would be mfde soan after the NDA

no confusion in the BJP over the Chief

Minister's name. Today the NIPA has 42 MLAs, but by
the time the Council of Mi
strength will not be less than

isters i1s formed, our

" Mr Mishra said /
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g RANCHI, NOV. 14, His grave says it all,
b Amute Testimeny of the man and
\ the lot of §he tribals in general. It is
]' muly that of ap unsung hero with-
| WY even an gpitaph.
| The grave is that of the hockey
! wizard, Jaipal Singh Munda, the
{ tribal who successfully led the
! country to its maiden Ofympic gold
| medal in 1928 and one who identi-
| fied himself with the tribal aspira-
| ton for self rule in recent times by
| jurnping into politics in 1938,
I Ahuge stone slab is all that forms
| his samadhi reminding that his
| body had:been buried in his native
i village of Takra along side that of
i his mother and helow that of his
[ father. Hi
has crumbled toa.
f The village that once was a hub
| of political activity that sought 10
shiape the destiny of the tribals and
the plateau region, now finds itself
[ tucked away in the remoteness of
i the platean and a shorn forest.
! e the parties of the Thark-
| hand! region have forgoiten the
| contdbutions of the man who
! brought laurefs for the country, the
{’ villagers still remember him with
th and respect. The tribals of
| this/village want that the first Chief
{ Minister of the new State should be
I one who was associated with the
| mavement spearheaded by their
| leader.
{
]
|
{
!
f

Jaipal Singh had taunched the
Aflivast Mahasabha, who was later
converted into the Tharkhand Par-

- Simon Munda said that by not

atng so, they are simply forgetting
faipal Singh. According to Simon

Dt of Fcrmumr.

=

fAras: /8 714 sq.krn.

{Capita Ranchi

A /e
[0k S Soas 34 Y o

{ Pupuiaior: Z184¢0akhs ] / hrgesss

3 lom Ditricts: 18 .

ingepandants

Canite income: More than As. 7600

s Sh. IR

'REK

Munda, the JMM president, Mr.
Shibu Soren, is the rightful heir to
jaipal Singh’s political legacy.
Preetam Kachhap opposed the
formation of a BIP-led Govern-
ment saying that it would not ben-
efit the people or the region. Asho

had done anything for the tribals in
the region.

Mr. Prem Tirkey, the headmasfer
of the 5t Paul Upper Primpry

Schoot where Jaipal Singh studied,
was aiso of the view that only a
tribal leader could understand ihe
problems afflicting the communi-
ty. The 110-year school is just as it
was when set up with just three
rooms where tribal kids get their
education upto class five. The three
teachers have not received their
salaries for 30 monthis now. He too
does not consider the RI¥ as a par-
ty which the tribal could identify
themselves with tot regarded My.
Babulal Marandi as a worthy tribal
teader. It 15 Shibu Soren alone for

hira, /
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\G\ By K. Baichand

ANov. 14, Tharkhand, 28th
the Tndianj Union, was
born shirtly past Elidnight to-

night with the swearing in of the
Governor, Mr. Praphar Kumar,
and the Chief Minidter, Mr. Bab-
ulal Marandi, whose oath-taking
was deluyed by half-an-hour fol-
lowing a last-minute drama of
claim tw Government formation
by his rival. the JMMIS) chiel, Mr.
Shibu Soren.

The acting Chiel Justice of the
Jharkhand High Court, Mr. Vinod
Kumar Gupta. swore in Mr, Ku-
mar. who in rurn adruinistered
the vath of office and secrecy to
the 42-year-old Mr. Marandi.

But the pomp and gaiety over
this historic vecasion was restrict-
ed to the precincts ¢f the Raj Bha-
van. The Adivasi puphoria was
missing, thanks partly 10 the
heavy police bandobustin and
around the new capital.

All entry points were blocked to
prevent IMM supporters from en-
tering the city ancL the adminis-
tration also withdrew permission
to the party to hold a rally at the
Jaipal Singh Stadium,

Developments leading to gov-
emment-formation were consid-
ered a major factor for the lack of
enthusiasm among the Adivasis,
who account for 60 lakhs of the
2.18-crore popuiatjon in the State
with an area of 74/677 sq.km.
Lack of enthusjasm

In contrasl t what was wit-
nessed 1n Oclober last at the M3
rally, the drums and the trumpets,
a primary part of Adivasi celebra-
tions, were nowhere to be seen.
The dancing troupes bad not ar-
rived. Even the business commu-
nity showed little enthusiasin.
Some attributed it to the sense of
insecurity following 1hreats of
demonstration by the MM and
the frontal organpisation of the

RANDK IS CM; ADIVASI EUPHORIA

G
0 ﬂkh

and is

Mr. Babulal Marandi being congratulated by the BJP vice-

ISSING

Y

president, Mr. Kailashpati Mishra, and the party leader,
Mr. Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi, in Ranchi on Tuesday after
his election as the party’s Jharkhand State

Legislature leader. — Photo: Ranjeq

banned MCC, the Jharkhand
Mukti Manch, which will be hold-
ing a demonstralion tomorrow.
People’s parlicipaiion was limited
1o lighting decorations at cerlain
poings and a few BIP activists rid-
ing the streets on motorbikes.

Munda keeps off BJP meet
Harlier, the BIP held its Jegisla-
ture party meeting and unani-
mously  elected M1 Babulal
Marandi as léader and the same
excTeise was gone through ai the
NDA's meeting. The BIP swept its
differences under the carpet, with
the dissident, Mr. Karia Munda,
staving away, citing malaria.

The BJP went through the mo-
tons under tight security to the
extent that none of the se¢nior

NDA leaders was present ai the
ioint meeting of the coaliticn. In
ras held priorto

fact, the meetin

Minister, Ma” L.K. Advani, and the

bt Kumar

Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, pnd their other col-
leagues whol arrived for the oath-
taking ceremony.

On the ofher hand, the [MM
chief, Mr, Shibu Soren, and the
RII} presidonit, Mr, Laloo Prasad
Yadav, contgsted the claim of the
NDA and alleged that the BJP-led
coalition wgs grabhing power as
part of a copspiracy against pop-
ular sentimgent.

PTI reparjs:

The jharkhand Pradesh Con-
£ress Coerittee proposed thai
the Congregs president, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi, explore the possibilities
of instaliatipn of a “secular gov-
ernment” Neaded by the IMM{5;.
“But we ar¢ still awaiting the en-
dorsement pf our proposal by the
pariy high ommand,” the JPCC
working president, Mr. P.N. Singh
said.

Unsung hero: I‘%’/
—_ e — )




Marandi s

1—7:—5___
orn in as

Jharkhand’s first CM

Sibu Soren’s last-ditch attempr {o form Govt fails

Ashish Sinha

§ o W
- Ranchi, November 14 (\l’Mﬁ

BABULAI_ MARANDI was swomn

in as the first Chief Minister of
Jharkhand heading an NDA
Government at a glittering function sharp
at 1 am at the Raj Bhawan here. Governor
Prabhat Kumar, who fnrmally took charge

before the Chief Minister, pdministered
the oath of office and secrecy to Marandi.
Acting Chief Justice of the Jharkhand
High Court, Vinod Kumar Gupta, admin-

istered the oath of office to the Governor.
Events unfolded in a dramatic and fast-
paced manner this evening. Immediately
after the Governor was sworn in, Marandi
presented a list of 45 to him.
Leader of the JMM Legislatyre Party Sibu
Soren too came up with a lis{ of 41 MLAs.
But the Governor invited Marandi to
form the first Government of Jharkhand.
The effective strength of| the Vidhan
Sabha is 81, including the sale nominated
member from the Anglo-Indian commu-
nity. One seat (Ramparh) isivacant.
Union Home Ministef L K Advani,
Defence Minister Georgé Fernandes,

Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha,
Agriculture Minister Nitish Kumar and
Civil Aviation Minister Sharad Yadav
attended the swearing-in ceremony.

Earlier in the day, Marandi was elected
leader of the BJP Legislature Party and
the NDA Legislature Party at two sepa-
rate meetings.

While all 33 BIP MLAs (including the
nominated member) unanimously elected
Marandi as their leader, 25 many as 45
MLAs of the NDA ratified his election.
The NDA Legislative Party included 33
MLAs from the BIP, five from the Samata
Party, three from Janata Dal (United),
two from All Tharkhand Students’ Union-
supported United Gomantwadi
Democratic Party (UGDP), and two from
Jharkhand Vananchal Congress (JVC).

Later, addressing the NDA legislators,
Marandi said, “By electing me you have
assigned me a task of immense responsi-
bility. I am not that experienced, but with
the support of such senior leaders and
with your cooperation, I will do my best to
realise the aspirations of the people of
Jharkhand, Ours will be a Government of
teamwork. My doors will always remain

open for eperyone. My request to all of
you will be|to be accessible to the people
at all times I am sure the violence-driven
of fear prevailing in
Jharkhand [will dissipate within two-three
months.”
Marandi

who resigned recently as
Union ister, is the MP from Dumka,
Khunti and BJP {eader Karia Munda,
another strong contender for the CM’s
post, did npt attend any of the meetings.
However, briefing reporters after the
BJP legisjators’ meeting, Madan Lal
Khurana cjaimed Munda was “fully satis-
fied” with the decision and there was no
dissidence|in the party. Asked if Munda
would join the Union Cabinet, he said it
was for thg Prime Minister to decide.
Samresh| Singh, who joined the NDA
today, expfessed confidence that the num-
ber of MLAs supporting the BJP-led
Government would soon go up from the
present stength of 45, BIP vice-president
Kailashpati Mishra had also told The
Hindustan| Times on Monday that the final
strength of the NDA legislators would be

“more than 50" at the time of the forma-
tion of the new ministry. /
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JHARKHAND: VITAL STATISTICS _

~ L & Tourist hotspots '
# Dervaghagh, Burha, Lodha afd Hundru falis
Rajrappa: Site of Chhinnamasta temple
around which Satyajit Ray wovk a clagsic i
Feluda mystery

|
!

: Betla National Park:
Lohadagga Near Daltonguni,

; home to tigers and a
rich variety of wildlife 2

West Singhbh um Parasnath Hills:
Area BOKAIO  in pilgrimage
74,677 sq km centre

%

Number of districts: 18 Netarhat: Tourist resort at a height of 1,200 mr{‘

Parliamentary seals: 14
Assembly seats: §2
Literacy: 52% (Women's iiteracy: 27%)
Population: 2.18 crore

The forests of Palamau have inspired §everal |
Bengali writers. Ray shot Aryaner Din Ratri here J

industry
> Steel City Jamshedpur,
S’ hometoTisco, Wil goto |
the new state. Bokaro has gne of the
country's largast public segtor steel _

\ Resources

% Coal (33% of country’s reserves
Pyrite {58%), Quartzite: (87%),
Mica (50%. fron Ore (34%)
Agriculture produce

’ = T z
Rice. Wheat, Kendu leaf B plants, Mecoq isin Hzlmch: hile =

. scores of ancillary units have come =

? up in Adityapur Industrial Afea &

| _,_,,+ﬂ., P ATyey T PR =
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THI: SWEARI IN| of Mr. Babulal Marandi as
Chief Minister &f [Harkhand, taking place as it
did on the day ok the birth anniversary of Birsa
‘Munda, may have added a symbolic flavour to
the long struggle carried out by the tribal peo-
ple of the region lor a separate State. Although
the new State consibts of only the tribal dem-
inated districts of Bihar and in this sense is just
a Lruncated version of what its protagonists had
visualised, there CeTtain[y is scope for devel-
opment of the region. After all, those concerned
with the development needs of the region will
no longer have to look up to the politicians and
the bureaucracy in faraway Patna {or the re-
dress of the grievances of the tribal people. The
new State, with its rich mineral resources and
vast forest tracis apart from the manufacturing
centres around Jamshedpur, can certainly look
forward to building a sustainable economic
base. But this is possible only if those at the
helim — Mr. Marandi and his team of Ministers
— are willing to take up the task of governance
in real earnest.

It is in this context that one must be con-
cerned over the happenings in the political are-
na during the past couple of weeks. For
instance, the manner in which the new Chief
Minister was chosen by the National Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA), with particularly Mr. Karia
Munda going into a sulk, the open “invitation™
by Mr. Shibu Soren to Mr. Munda that the
ITharkhand Mukri Morcha (JMM) was willing to
play ball with him if he could bring about a split
in the BJP legislature party, and reports of pos-
sible schisms in the smaller parties in the new
Assemnbly did reflect the dominance of self-
preservation instincts rather than any serious
concern for the development. It was, indeed.
this very tendency among the members of the
political class that led the tribals in the Jhark-
hand region to join hands in raising the sep-

v/ JHARKHAND IS BORN ,,

ORN )V~

arate State demand over the
that the ordinary tribal peg
take on the might of the {

years; the very fact
ple were willing to
tate machinery on

several occasions in the pasg while agitating for
a separate State reflecred the extent o which

they felt alicnated from the
chinery. And now with th
State — their dream having

administrative ma-
r formation of the
come iruc — there

new Government. And unlegs Mr. Marandi and

are bound to be a lot of exTectations from the

his team rise lo these expecthtions, the people's

resentment and frustration

may well lead to a

further legitimisation of sgme of the far-Left

grotps operaling in the reg
mindless violence,

on and engaged in

Be that as it may, the fgct that Mr. Shibhu

Soren’s hoves to lead the

Government have

been dashed does lead to sone apprehensions.
Mr. Soren's call to his rankis to “protest” the
installation of Mr. Marandi had resulted in Ran-
chi being turned into a "bfttle-zone” on the

day of the swearing in; add ¢
of the BJP's cadre stepping
agenda among the tribals as
Dangs district in Gujarat. All

this the possibility
uyp their Hindutva
it happened in the
these are certainly

developiments that do not sdrve the interests of

the new State. It is incumbg
teadership of the ruling NDA

nt on the political
as well as the JMM

{§) as also such parties as the Congress and the

Rashtriva Janata Dal not to g
cal games. And as for the dey
it is important that the spd
tribal people are borne in m
the new State have suffered
ment of some of the basic d
such as primary education 3
cilities, only because the cf
and the political masters had

lay partisan politi-
elopment agenda,
cific needs of the
ind; large parts of
due to non-fulfil-
bvelopment needs,
nd health-care fa-
vil administration
remained insensi-

tive 10 such needs. Any lakity in addressing
these issues in real earnest cquld lead 10 trouble

in ]harkhand./’
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/HOT IN THE HILLS
Vo New Cﬁé]lEHQE to Ghisingh and CPI-N \

W"jiljlii subash Ghisingh is in pursuit of more futs\o
L U eatre and meantime has suspended his demnany for
o, sepeiale stale, some of his former associates are fomenfing
a moverzent that has alarming implications. They formedthe
nulitant wing of the GNLF during the bloody agitation in the
eighties and were never reconciled to the formation of the Hill
Couneil in 1988, They have not only surfaced under the!
banner of the Gorkha Libaration Organisation with viclence i
vury much on thelr minds as well as mworal and material !
support frem Naga militants, Their Jeader, Chhattre Subba.
hid cressed swords with Ghisingh, his former boss, on the
une-point programme of securing statehood. He provides .
every indieation that violence is his main weapon. Proof was |
available in a shootout with the police. While posters
preaching violence have begun to appear, Subba himself has
dedared that the Hill Council is infructudus, councillors
vight to quit and an “armed movement” is the only optien.

These dre dangerous portents though, in political terms,
Subha may not pose an immediate threat either to Ghisingh
or to the CPI-M. The point is that development programmes
have not got off the ground despite the subsiantial funds
received from Dethi. Ghisingh's attempt to have the Gorkha
community declared a Scheduled Tribe is specifically aimed
at augmenting the flow of cash. But if the basic task of
improving c¢ivic amenities remains ignored, it will only help
mditent outfits gain the upper hand. With armed Nagas
nebping the GLO and Ula militants helping the Ramsapuris,
the prospects look grim. The Left Front needs to nip it in ihe
tud, especizlly when Subba’s outfit i1s conducting -1is
operations close to the Bhutan border. Ghisingh's capactiy to
check his rivals progress 18 hindered by the fact thai ne
canput condeme the separatist movement unequivovaily: tha
will adeet hix popular base. Which makes things muie
coniplex for Buddhadev Bhattacharygs he must first acopt
credible poliey on Ghisingh himself, / A

' I




/MARANDI ON TEST,

Jharkhand CM must establish ru Ao Y

FTER Laloc Prasad Yadav's failure to engineen defections |
from the Samata Party and JD-U, it was 4 foregone
conclusion that Babulal Marandi woeuld sail through the vate
of confidence, But that looks to be only the first hurdle for the
new Jharkhand chief minister. The real task of governance |
begins in the face of considerable hostility. The BJP is a
di;ﬁded house considering the fact that one section wanted
Kadria Munda as chief minister by virtue of his being elected |
MP on consecutive occasions. Marandi is seen to be Delhi’s |
choice and the tribals for whom the exercise was meant can |
only be satisfied if he can deliver. In this task he has to !
contend with sloth and corruption of the Laloo vears and the
gigantic task of getting state employees Lo adapl to the new
climate. The BJP has been winning elections by default — the
disillusionment with the JMM and with Sibu Soren in
particular. But there is no reason to believe that the BJP
exerts the same kind of influence over the adminisiration.
Marandi’s capacity to perform will be hampeved by the fact
that the rule of law is virtually absent. Naxalite groups,
among which the Maoist Communist Centre enjoys Laloo’s
patronage, have written their own rules. The police are seen
Lo be spectators in a state where reprisal killings take place
at frequent intervals. Tribals in many cases have come o
regard these extremist groups as their best bel agaiust
powerful groups. Extortions, people’s courts and the brazen
display of musclepower have become the order of the day.
~ Marandi’s first task will be to enforce the rule of Jaw and to
set in motion a development programme. Only that will serve
to win the confidence of the tribals and wean them away from
the path of violence. Similarly, an emasculated police force
needs to be turned into an effective instrument with
recruitments from tribals. The encouraging sign is that
Marandi has called for a dialogue with Naxalites in the hope
that they can be persuaded to join the mainstream. Given
their commitment to pseudo-revolutionary methods which
have fetched them both money and power, Marandi is
confronted with an uphill task and the best he can do tpfend
off hi$ adversaries is to display some tact and admi %ative
skill. His advantage is that he has Delhi’s support./ ,
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ud late night stand-qip
field day. Referring to the
erflly ballot, which led
sitizens to vote for the ultra-
tther than for Al Gore, Bili
Incorrect an ABRC, said, “Now
2 Beach County were

3, because not only did many
to buy magarines/to win, but
a8 sex offenders.”
with “Sore Lose
i Beach County during the

vielence in the UBA? No
wlitical murders| no stuffing
Uy happens in some other

i
Jicgod ta ha hosehea Tod oo

HANKSGIVING s
aver, and as Ameryica
contemplates the lefi-

overs of the feast and
the ripped-up retains of its
election, the nation is in the
grip of cold turkey.
Never was there a siranger
Thanksgiving. America’s
most beloved and least. digest-
ible holiday comes between
election day and Christmas,
when Americans should he at
their most grateful and
placid.
But how do you give thanks
for the gift of American demo-
cracy with a constitutional
crisis looming? How can von
bhrew up a really first-rate
family row when it must pale

TME CTATESILY

he wom; :
here on, if [Mr |
Bush is
certified

winner on
day, Mt
will be Rg
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/Ka@apuris threaten economic
blockade of North Ben

Kinsuk Basu
Calcutte. Novemner 29

HERE ARE no immediate
mans for s vielent move-

micnt. at least nof vt the face

of it But it thines don't change

fast. the Ra’hanshis of North !

Bengal —  organised  in the
Kamtapur Peoples” Party (KPP) —
wiuld turn militant.

Thev will bepin with an econom-
e dockade that would cur North
Beagal off from rest of the country
- and it that dwdn’t work, only then
would thev take up arms, This, in

short. was the revelation of Al

Ruon. KPP chict, when he spoke to
The Hindusian Timeey in Siligar
recently.

The State police, of courss, do

ithe  Ceatre, mot  Buddhadeb
i Bhatiackarjee or Jyoti Basu. And
if Delli is unrespansive. the party
would take other measures fo
{ make itscif heacd.

“We o will take to the streets,
squat on  rallway tracks and
motivate tea garden and indus-
trial workers to cut off supply
to the plains, Efforts are on to
rope i every Rajbanshi in north
Bengzl. The Bodos did ot in
Assan. We believe that ouce the
stiv takes the shape of a mass
movement, we will be unstop-
pabie.” said Roy.

Preparations are atready on for
a massie rally op December 6
at Cooch Behar. Suggestions
would be drafied into resolutions
here, and the party’s future course

nor buy Rov's charted. All for a
RS Rather, separdte state
tev have Teusons . where Rajhanshis
e beiiese e PP m!ght cut Oﬂ: ¢an havi their
KPP hus alveady - own  lapguage,
begun buildiag an SUDD‘y of tea and  cutwre and iden:
armed separatisy iy,

movemient m
nurth Bengal, it
was,  evidently.
this informanon
that prompted the
district police in

North

other agro-based
products from

“Our demand is
not unjustitied. M
Punjabis can have
Punjab.  Biharts
Bihar, why can't
we? The Centre

engal in

Siliguri to carry the absence of a  nas creared
oul o a combing . three now States,
aperation o Settlement of their even the Gor
lartrandha village . khas have been
1 Phansidewa, gl’le\lances oftered an

Siligun, on
Tuesday.

The rad vielded a cache of dlvgal
amms amid sttt resistapes frofm
KEP supporters. two of whom fgl)
ter police butlets during the opera-
fon. -

The KPP responded with o 4E-
hour bandh n Darjecling begih-
mug weday. @ curtain radiser to what
absenvers belicve might be s pro-
lnged show down.

Roy 1old this correspondent !‘w
KFP might just cut off sipplv of
tei and other agro-based produces
from notth Bengal m the ab-
seave of a settlement of their
gricvances,

The party — which Roy claimed
had nearly 2.5 lakh members in the
thive regions of Jalpaiguri, Cooch
Behar and Nerth Dipsjpur —
wortdd like o spoak divcetdy with

autenomous cou-
ncil. S0 why net
s asks Rov,

For all 1ihis, however, the
Kamapuris still do not have much
support among other political
aroups.

Only a few leaders from the
Iharkhand Mulkti Morcha anll
atend the Pecember 8 tally. Thoy
do not have support because not
many know the mstory of the land
vet. fee] most Kamtapuris.

Ui oa pity that many are
anaware that the entire land of
north Bengal including  Naeth
Bengal University, the aerodrome
and other parts helonged 1o the
Rajbanshis. Over the vyears, we
have becn robbed of our posses-
siong. Qur people today wre made
t work as labourers on their owr
land.” said Roy.

al v

s o\

Buddha to meet
Advani over
Rajbansh stir

HT Correspondent
Caltutta, Novernber 29

BUDDHADER BHATTA-
CHARIEE will brief L K Addani
on the situation arising out of the
Kamtapuris' secessionist agita
in north Bengal at a meetin
New Delti tomurrow.
“Although [ will not com

in noctn Bengal vis-d-vis the
and (its mulitant wing, the) K

State that are lending oiaral) and
political support 1o the Kamigpuri
agitation,” Bhattacharjee said, “It
is intriguing that certain parties
and forces are svimpathising| with
the KPP and KLO despite the fact
that these organizations are thand
in glave with the ULEA and 151 1t
s now well-known that the KLO 15
being rratned by ULFA and ST in
the use of saphisticated weppon-

Without naming eithen the

Trinamool - which che CPI(M) has
repeatedly accused of backing
Kamrapuri separatists — or the
Congress, the Chiel Minister said:
“Le: the people judge for them-
selves which are the torces betind
the KPP and KLLO. They (KPP and
K10} arc being pampered ag
incited  even  while  they  are
heinously murdering and tesroris-
ing innocent people in north
Bengal.”

Bhattachatjee, however, admir-
ted rhe Rajbanshis were faced with
several soclo-cconomic problems
including land. the development of
thew fanguaee. cducation and cul-
wre, aod the dack of employment
oppariunitics. “The Sture
Govetament s sympathetic o
these problems. But they cannot
be aliowed to take the law in their
hands 10 create a separate state.
The State Gowvernment is deter-
mined to thwart their pefanious
gamic.”

According to Bhattacharjee.
most of north Bengal's people
despise the KPP and KLO. The
KPPy 48-hour bandh call for
November 28 and 30 had faled
to impact on life in the area. he
sad.
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BHOPAL, OCT. 5. A debale is hotting
up over the ticklish)question of
whether the first Gokernment in
the Chhatisgarh State should be
in place by midnightt on Getober
41 as the new Stare is born.

Confitcting  views: have  sur-
fuced in the wake of the move 1o
hold the swearing-in ceremonies
for the instaliation of the new
Government about 8 1o 10 hours
after Chhatisgarh cames into be-
ing on the intervening night of
Getober 31 and November 1.

The Madhya Pradesh Govern-
ment s seeking  clarifications
from the Centre (o avoid any
constitutional tangle in the event
of a time gup between the incep-
tinn of the Chnatistgarh State
and the assumprion of office by
the first GI_]\‘L‘TI’]]]]{‘T in that
State, official sourees told UNY
here wday,

As the Madhya Pradesh Gov-
ernment will cease to function in
the Chhatisgarh regian on the
Ouviober 31-Novvember 1 night,
experts wanted 1o kbbw which
“Tappropriate constitational aun-
thoriy™ will be in place to ad-
dress any unforeseen. exigency
that would warrant $rate-level
solution if the new Government
is not immediately swm-in.

“The incal sitaton may he
tackled by the lower I'llillg of the
administration concerned  but
who will give directions;if the sit-
uation is o be dealt \-\.'hh at the

¥

Chhatisgarh Govt. formation,
w - Va ticklish issue ( |

Srate Government level,” they
asked.

tEven the Chief Secretary, the
highest ranking officer of a State
Governnent, would be appoint-
ed valy atter the new Chief Min-
ister takes over, they added.

Some experts suggested that
either the Governor ot the Chief
Minister should assume office af-
1er midnight 1o avoid & constitu-
tional crisis, they said.

The Legislutive Affairs expert,
Mro Vishwendra Mehta, said it
was a constitutional obligation
for the new State w have & Gov-
ernment without creating a 'vic-
uum’,

As the matier related to the in-
stallation of the first popudar
Government, he said it should
assume office soon after mid-
night.

The Former Chiel Minister and
senior congress leader, Mr. Shy-
ama Charan shukla, observed
that the swearing-in of the new
Governinent should he sched-
wled i stich a manner so as o
prevent any time lag between the
fonnation of the new Srate and
functioning of it first Govern-
metit.

He cited the example of the
ceremony for the hstallation nf
the first Governiment at the Cen-
tre alter attaining ndependence
at midnight in 1947, Similarly,
his father Ravi Shankar Shukla
wils sworn-in as the first Chiel

B -

Minister f Madhya Pradesh at
midnight i Bhopal in 1956,

However, some other congress
feaders were Of the opinion that
the nath-tgking  cercrony
shotild be helg during the day on
November 1 t¢ ensure maximum
participation &f the people. who
were enthusiastic about the for-
mation of thp new State and
would like to|share the historic
MITIent.

Meanwhile, | the process has
hegun for the selection of a panel
of pro-tem Speakers for adminis-
tering the oath to the members
of the newly-gonstituted Chha-
tisgarh Vidhan)Sabha,

The names pf Mr. Mohinder
Bahadur Singh| (Basna), Mr. Ra-
jenudra Prasad §hukia (Kota), Mr.
Chanesh Ram [Rathia (IDharam-
jaigarhy, Mr. Madan Gopal Singh
(Ambikapur), My, Jitru Bam Bha-
gel (Jagdalpur! fand Mr. Madhav
Singh Dhruv (Sinhawa;, who will
be the semior-most members of
the Legislature pf the new State,
are heing mentipned for the post.

The Governon will appoint the
pro-tem Speakeps on the recom-
mendation of the Chief Minister,
according to offfcial sources.

They said it hpd been decided
1o have more thpn one pro-Tem
Speaker o medt any situation
which may ariselif any of them is
appointed as @ Minister or
Speaker.
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/%hradun to be provisional
capital of Uttaranchal State

Umesh Raghuvanshi
Lucknow, October 5

WO\

INALLY, DEHRJ—‘;DU
becomes the provisional cap-
ital uf Uttaranchal. Aforml

decision in this regard has bee
taken by the Union Home Minist
and  communicated to Chief
Secretary Yogendra Narain on
Thursday night.

The dccmnn regarding the peJ-
mznent capital has been Jefi to the
new Goverament of Uttaranchal.
The decision on the location of a
separate bench of the new sta
woulidl also be taken separately.

Tl Union Home Ministry in its
communigue has asked the State
Crovernment o Start renovaiion
work on all the identified buildings
iunmediately. If buildings and land
hive to be transferred by some
central guvenminent departments,
the State Government may take up
ithese cases with the respective
\ninislries-, it said.

} The State Government has also
been asked to keep an alternative
aption ready in case the central
government buildings can not be
vacated by November 1, 2000, the
appointed day for creation of the

new State government.

According to soutces, the build-
ings to house the residence of
Goverpor and Chief Minister of
the new State are also being identi-
fied. The venue for conducting the
swearing in ceremony and the
buildings to housc the offices of
new ministers are also being allot-
ted. A formal decision regarding
these buildings would be taken
after discussing these issue in the
meeting of Cabinet Comimnittee on
Economic Affairs being convened
on October 11. 2000.

The State Government proposes
to hold the assembly session of the
new State in the Vikas Bhawan
building, sources said. However
alternative buildings are being
identified if the Vikas Bhawan is
10t ready by the appointed day. A
decision to allot five-room govern-
iment bungalows w0 the Ministers
has also been taken.

Similarly four-room buildings or
flats would be allotred to Principal
Sectetaries and Secretaries of the
new government. A decision
regarding the vehicles to be trans-
ferred to Dehradun would also be
taken soon.

There are

indications  that
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arpund 54 sections of the State
Secretariat are also being shifted
to Dehradun. The

Committee on Economic

of telephones to be dive
Dehradun from the
Secretarial.

The Upion Government’s deci-
sion was also comveyed fat the
meeting of the Task Forcef which
has been constituted by the State
Government to finalise the modal-
ities for the new State. [t hag decid-
ed 10 post all the heads of fepart-
ments of the new State [before
November 1, 2008

There are indications that the
State Government may reqhisition
many of the buildings of thg Union
Government.

A senior officer said a reJ nest 10
transfer the building which[houses
the office of the Presidents body
guard in Dehradun may also be
made. The State Governm¢nt may
alsa acquire Hotel Dronal of the
Garhwal Mandal Vikas Nlﬁam

The Government has aljotted a
sum of Rs 39 crore for removation
of these buildings. purchase o
vehicles and to make preparatiefis .
for the new State, he said./ A




/7w NITISH STRIKES 5,
/l“ Ominaus signals to BJP in Jharkhan&

———————————————

A.a long as the NDA held together, except the unpredictable
nd ambitious Sihu Soren, there were chances of a smoot
transition to the new state of Jharkhand. The situation
changes dramatically after the Samata Party comes out
strongly in favour of Soren as chief minisier. It comes from
Digvijay Singh, Union minister of state for vuilways, but it can
be assumed he is speaking for his boss and Unien agriculture
minister, Nitish Kumar, who in turn raised a stir by speaking
in the voice of Laloc Prasad Yadav, The excuse was to press
Bihar’s claim for development funds but the timing was signif-
icant. The noise Nitish makes now does not explain his silence
when Laloo demanded an incredible Rs 179,000 crores as com-
pensation. He strikes when Bihar iz about to witness a
realignment of political forces with the BJP claiming its turf
in south and Ram Vilas Paswan threatening to form his own
party. Nitish and Laloo seemn to have a common cause: protect
their base. The best wav {0 do this is, one, by making sure
north Bihar doesn’t slip out of their grasp and, two, by having
a puppet like Sibu Saren in place in Jharkhand.

All this sends ominous signals to the BJP. Granted it is the
largest party with 32 MLAs in a new House of 81. Even with-
oul the JMM, which has 12 MLAs, it could hope io scrape
together a majority together with Samata. JD-U and
Independents. The scenario changes with the virtual revelt by
Samata, which has five MLAs. All it means is that Nitish
Kumar and Sharad Yadav intend to exert their combined
pressure on the BJP to restrain Paswan. For the record,
Nitish says that it was a promise he made to Soren to secure
JMM support for his short-lived government, But no one is
fooled that he is consumed with moral fervour. 1t is undiluted
ambition. There will be no complaints if the all-party core
commitiee headed by Nitish Kumar gets down 1o work to
relieve distress in flood-hit areas, But the chances are that it
will lase its utility once the political conflicts are sorted cut.
The BJP should know this more than anvone else. It will be a
tragedy if this results in a4 compromise that sees Soren in the
chief minister’s chair by default. The B.JP has some hard
choices to make, most of all whether to surrender to Nitish's

7,

duhicus brand of politics. The hope must be that they will noje
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LUCKNOW, OCT. 17. Inv Flection

Commission will suon ke up the

task of delimitation of constiuen-
ey i Dntar Pradesh in gomove o
ompplete the formation of the new
tatk of Uttaranchl.

As the Hittar Pradesh Reorgani-

atidn Act, 2000, hias received the
SSthl of the President, My, KR,
Moardyanan, and q new State of Ut-
taranchal is likely w be created ve-
ry sooll Cfrom the appaointed day
to be notified biv the Central Gov-
ernmeirt’, the Cormmission has
written to the Uitar Pradesh Chiel
Secretary that if was “reguired 1o
rake action for the delimitation of
ronstituencices in the State” imine-
diatuh’.

[he EC will be reguiring ' requi-
site data like details of lowest ad-
mirndstrative units in 1he State,
census figures and maps of exist
g constituencies and other geo-
graphical  amd  administvative
units’,

The Commission also asked the
State to nominate immediately a
nodal officer for better “conrdina-
tion™ with the Compiission as it
will have 1o keep in constant 1ouch
with the State Government for the
rask ahead. Vhe State of Hoaran-
chal comprises (3 hill districts, in-
cluding the pilgrim city of Hardwar
and; cover 22 {fram ope to 14 and
the tast three of the 124-meniber
Housel constituencies of the Yitar
Pragest Legishative Avsembhy,

Plea to Centre
on capital
By Our Staff Correspondent

WIEERUT, OCY. 17. The Uttarakhand
Sanyukt Songharsh Samicd (USSS)

Management students have
brainstorming session

By Arunkumar Bhatt

MUMBAI, OCT. 17. 11 is a miobal
Prain-starm of business and man-
agement feve at the National Ia-
stitiee of Industrial Engineering
(NI, o Union Government in
stitjition of technology, whicl has
now branchea oul int the arg of
business of Mmanagement.
Hundreds of students of busi-
ness and technology scheols from
all over India, including [IMs and
11T and some from reputed for-
eigh nstitutions  such  as the
Arvrericany MU, the London Busi-
ness School of the LK. and the
Asinp Institufe of Management,
the Philippines, have turned up at
the NITIT [or the two-day annual
academic fete, Prerma ZO00, to
heTr about variuus summwer pro-
jects of their peers and comments
on themt by the management gu-
rus and captains of the industry,
The Prerna finspiration;, start-
ed in 1995, is a contest fur sui-
mer projects — organised and
managed by NITIE students. The
patticipants rave wr sulamit iy ad-
vatice thelr project reports pio-
viding  solutions  for  varions
management issues. Afler rigor-
cus screening the very good ones
among them get a chance to read
them out. "The Prerna provides a
forum for management students
1o present their thoughts 1w a gal-
axy of corporate executives,” safd
Abishek Rao, an NITIE student,
The best participants get prizes
from the sponsor companices. The

EC to begin
delimitation in'
Uttaranchal soon

\L

leader, My, Divrendra Pratap, hag
urged the Centre tn convene an
all-party mieet to decide on thg
place mst suited for a permad
neng capital Tor the State ol Utha
ranchal,

Besides  the  nwolveaiear of
money and proximice ol 1the cap-
iyl from various districts, the
Governmens should ensure it is
lpcated ina seismically-sound ar-
ea snd a high-level committee of -
experts should be asked ta go int
this aspect and suggest probabld
sites for the capital, Mo Pratap
said.

It may be mentioned that vari-
ous action groups and a tacticn o
the Unarakhand Kranti Dal have
Deen opposing the nwve 1o mak
Dehra Dun the temporary capita
aud canvassing for establishmen
of the capital ai Gairsen in Cha
moli district.

Gaicsen, on the Garhwal-Ku
maen border was declared th
capital during the tunarakhand
agitation and supported by al
parties including the Bharativa fa
nara Party.

tHowever, according to experts
Cairsen was lecated inoa highhy
active seismic zope and hencd
was not stifed 1o he the capital.

In @ separate move, several resiy
dents of the region led by the Ru
ral Litipation and Entitlemen
Kendra chairperson, M, Avdhesh
Kaushal, have appealed tu thy
Uniun Governingnt to post ded
cated 185 officigls o Untarancha
to ensure “redl development’ o
the area.

biest eniry in each of seven cate
pories gels Rs. 20,0000 fast year
prizes worth Bs, 1 lakh were giver
away. The amount bas been dou
bled this year. The jury consists u
leading CEQs and managemen
faculty. The highlight of this yea
is the international particfpatior
— 7t from 2l over the warld, Ove
80 institutions from the connbry
have joined the Pretne and
have over B0 execlitives.,

Of the seven caicgories, mar
keling management is the inos
keenty contested area, showing
the significance of the discipiin
and also the career imarket profer
ence. Bur fast carching up is th
subject of svstems and e-com
merce. [1 has seuied from the layg
year's third position to the secong
one now, pushing down humal
resources module 1o the lowedt
level of the ludder, While financg
and gencral management subp
jects have meaintained their posit
tions, materials  and  logisics
managerment  and - preductic
management have been vhose
by a few., Manv lop companic
have been looking forward to th
Prema for recrustment. Most o
the awardees also get PPOs
pre- placement offers, beside th
prize money. But that is not thy
oniy attraction for the majocity df
the participants, Corporate man-
agers known for their achieve:
ment give presentatians
showcasing the best practices ifr
the field to bridge the gap by-
tweer theary and practice.
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race

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE |

BHOPAL, Oct. 22. — Thel race
for the chief minister's post of
Chhattisgarh state has reached
a crescendo in Congress circles
with the formation of the state
scheduled for 1 Noveiber.

The tribal Congress MLAs,
wha account for half of the
total 48 Congress MLAs in
Chhattisgarh, have been' regu-
larly holding their meetings in
Bhopal and different parts of
the Chhattisgarh region to
press for a tribal chief miinister
for the new state.

They had earlier met the
Congress president, Mrs Sonia
Gandhi, to impress upon her
that the first chief minister of
Chhattisgarh state, which has
a substantial tribal population,
should be a tribal party Jeader.

About two dozen tribal, Dalit
and OBC Congress legislators
from the Chhattisgarh regien
had held a meeting at the resi-
dence of Mr Bhupesh Baghel,
the Madhya Pradesh minister
of state for transpurt, yester-
day.They resolved to submit a
memorandum to Mrs Senia
Gandhi once again te urge her
to approve the candidature of a
iribal party leader forithe chief
minister’s post of
Chhattisgarh.

Bhopal had become the nerve-

Kirti Azad
hurls funds
charge at {IOA

PRESS TRUST OF INDHA

NEW DELHIL Oct. 22. — For-
mer cricketer Kirti Azad today
alleged thatl the Inpdian Oly-
mpie Association had commuit-
ted a “foreign exchange scam”
during the Sydney Qlvmpics by
meking the athletes sign trav-
ellers’ cheques of amounts far
in nxcess of what they received.

Azad claimed that prior to
thair departure to/Sydney, all
the 70 Indian athletes were
asked to sign |traveller’s
cheques of up to[$5,000, but
were given only $35 per day,
as sanctioned by the Centre.

“The athletes slgned for an
amaunt aof Re 1.5 ecrore, but
they received ne more than Rs
25 lakh, I wonder:whether I0A
would let us know what exact-
Iy they did with the rest of the
money {about Rs 1.25 crore),”
Azad told reporters. He urged
the Prime Minister to order a
probe into the “scam”

Shot-putter Shakti Singh, who
was present at the press confer-
ence, backed Azad's charges.

He said having exhausted his
vearly guota of foreign ex-
change, he would not be able to
participate n the World Rail-
ways Athletics’ meet in Moscow,
or any other international event
hefore 31 March next year.

The chef de mission of the
Indian team to the Sydney
games, Ashok Mattoo, has,
however, denied Azad's
charges, calling them “baseless
and false”. He claimed the
money was ineant for the
entire contingent and not just
the athletes.

centre of hectic mancenvrings
for the past three days.
Virtually all the Chhatlisgarh
chief ministerial aspirants -
including Mr SC Shukla, Mr
Vidya Charan Shukla, Mr
Motilal Vora, Mr Ajit Jogi, and
Mr Arvind Netam - and other
state stalwarts - including Mr
Arjun Singh and Mr Kamai
Nath - had arrived in Bhopal in

Mr Digvijay Singh

arder to lobby among the 48
C thattisgarh Congress MLAs.
These MLAs had gathered in
the city to altend a special ses-
sion of the undivided Madhya
Pradesb Assembly during 19 to
20 October,

The scene has now shifted to
New Delhi a5 many chief min-
isterial contenders and

new party
next mont

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

LUCKNOW, Oct. 22, — Union
minister Mr Ram Vilas Paswan
wants to give his supporters in
Uttar Pradesh a “new political
option”. His new
party will now
he launched in
the last week o
next month.

My Paswan at ¢
a rally of the
Dalit Sena casti-
gated the former
leaders of the
Janata Dal {or
reducing a §
national party to
the level of a ®
regional party
because of their
selfish interests,

His hit list included former
Prime Ministers Mr Inder
Kumar Gujral and Mr HD
Deve Gowda, Mr SR Bommai,
Mr Lalco Prasad Yadav and
the present JINUT chief, Mr
Sharad Yadav.

Mr Paswan was epeaking at
the well attended rally at the
Railway Stadiumn organised
under the aegiz of the Dalit
Sena of which he is the natien-
al president. The rally was a
part of the exercize to whip up
support for the new party
which Mr Paswan will launch
in Novembeaer, He refused to
discloge the new party's name.
“There is no point in remaining
with a party which is sinking

o/
arh C
hots up

in Chhattisgarh.

Me flam Vilas Paswan

already left for Delhi to und
{ake some last-moment lobb
ing there.

At a meeting of the Madhya -

Pradesh Congress|Legislature
Party convened by | chief minis-
ter Mr Digvijay Singh at his
residence on Hriday. the
Chhattisgarh party legislators
endorsed a propoasal that the
ssue of the Chhattisgarh chief
minister should be left to Mrs
Sonia Gandhi.
No forraal resdlution was,
however, adopted by them in
this regard.

Mrs Senia Ganfghi is said to

satrabps on the igsue that the
High Command would clear

!

have conveyed o some state |

the candidature|of the leader ;

who has the gupport of a '
majority of the 48 party MLAs °

The Chhattisgarh Congress
Legislature Parfy will hold its
meeting in Raipur, the pro-
posed  eapithl  of the
Chhattisgarh sthte, by the end

|

of this month to]decide upon its ¢

leader.

Mr Digvijay
gaid in New [elhi yesterday
that it is "pessible’ that a tribal
would become phe chief minis-
ter of Chhattisgarh state since
24 of the 48 Qongress MLAs
are tribats.

because of the leader’s selfish
designs”, he|said in reference
to Mr Sharad Tadav wha was
only interesting in “saving his
chai”.
Mr Pasyan’s rally was
described to he
a retort to the
one addressed
here last
month by the
JD1 chiefl
Speaking
from a coleur-
ful dais which
had at least
four ministiers
of Uttar
Pradesh and a
large number
af leaders from
Bihar like for-
Unjon minister Mrs
Kamla Binha and Capt
Jainarain Nishad, Mr Paswan
said that the rally had been
held to provide a “new pelitical
aption infthe state and aiso to
educate his supporters about
the planp to launch a pavty”
As Qe spphe there was a giant
eut-out of Dr BR Ambedkar on
his vightiand another one of his
own on the left. It was a noisy
gathering with drums baating
and slogan shouting. Being a
former pailway minister his
support| base among the rail-
way workers particularly the
toolies mnd other lower grade
staff w%s evident as leaders of

mer

their rdpresentalive organisa-
tions were among the speakers.

ingh reportedly ;



By Sonali Das

es of India News Service
“fharkhend  kaa
kv ARyt
kaisu ho?”
“Shibu  Soren
jaba  he” The
president of
Jharkhand Muk-
ti Morcha
(JMM). Shibu
Soren on Sunday
sought a virtual
reforendum  on
wha shauld be the first tribal chiel
ministerof fharkhand. In a “victory
rally”, ostensibly organised by the
party 4t the local Morhabadi
grounds io display strength to the
BJT, thopsands of “Jharkhandi jan-
fa” lent their voices to vote {or the
“Dishum Guru”, as Soren is popu-
larly kngwn.

Ever since the BIP made it clear
that the first tribal chict minister of
Tharkhapd would be from the party
ttself 4nd  not
from outside,
Soren, who had
staked his claim
for the post, has
been licking his

@ First CM must be a Jharkhandi
@ NDA accused of backiracking
@ Soren still in high spirit

the region il he
chief minister,
:dly said. The
5 alse gone on

¢ would be rul-
sree while claim-
ac that the chief
not really matter
ved people’s sup-

nomic blockade
was not made |
Soren has rep
“Dishum Gui:
record to sav t}
ing Jharkhand
ing at the sam
minister’s scat
1o him as he o
port.

He has also ume and again reft-
crated that the JMM with 12 MLAs
in the assembly was still a part of
the NDA, The BIP. on the ather
hand, has welcomed the support of
the JMM in the first government of
Tharkhand with speculations that
Saren’s son Durga Soren might be
offered the deputy CMs seaiin a
bid to appuase the party.

Significantly, Soren’s spirit’s ap-
peared high despite the recent order
of the special CBI court to register
fresh cases of corruption against the
four MM MPs involved in the infa-
mous JMM bribery case. The JMM
leader js also an ac-
cused in  the
Shashinath murder
case. Soren, howev-
er. rejects  the
chargesheets

wounds, asserting
that the “|Tharkhandi janta” and not
any political party would decide on
the CM[s name. Sunday’s rally,
though projected to celebrate the
creationjef Jharkhand. was never-
theless abid to prove his point. In-

. terestingly. Soren had not only in-
vited the janta’s mandate bul for
ihe first e in the history of the
Jharkhand movement, journalists
from the|national capital were in-
vited to cover the cvent.

“The JMM support ta the one-
day-old NDA government led by
Nitish Kdmar in Bihar was condi-
tional”, $oren told “his people”
from the dais. Sporting a green cloth
on his f¢rehead the IMM chief
stormed that the support was given
in fiew of fhe NDA's promise 1o cre-
ate Jharkband and make him
(Soren) the tirst chief minister of the
state. Acqusing the NDA of back-

“tracking from s word, Soren gave
an ultimafum 16 the former which
was delibdrating on the issue in New
Delhi to decide fast or face the con-
sequences. The IMM would would
soon hold|a mecting to chalk out its
future strategy if the BJP failed to
fulfil its promise, Soren said.

For the past few weeks, Soren

has been in the limelight for send-

| ing signals|to the NDA and the BIP
[ asking who would possibly form
the first gavernment in Fharkhand.
The IMM|would enforce an “eco-

against him, saying
that “nothing has been proved as vet.”

The public meeting on Sunday
ook oft with the MM leader paying
floral 1ributes to the marivrs of
Jharkhand and congratulating the
people for achieving a separate state.
Soren warned the police and bureau-
cracy that from now onwards offi-
cials, both police and administrative,
will have to function according to the
wishes of Jharkhandis or efse they
will have to move out of the state. The
Rajva Sabha member, R K Anand. as
well s almost all MLAs of the TMM
also participated in the rally.

Rail¥ists from various parts of
Jharkhand, West Bengal and Oris-
sa, who started arniving in the
Jharkhand capital since Saturday,
lay virtual sicge 1o the town, ocen-
pying every nook and corner right
from the railway station to the
venue. Slogans of “Jai Jharkhand™
rent the air as armed with tradition-
al wcapons the men, women and
children arrived in trains, scores of
buses. trekkers. jeeps and mini bus-
es and kept coming in till late Sun-
day evening,

The day being Sunday the streets
were alimost deserted and oniy the
rallyists who turned out to be very
disciplined couid be seen every-
where. The sprawling Morhabadi

ground was dotted with people
scattered at the ve njoying
food and drinks. /é
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“Chhattisgarh: arduous task for
who ‘..? (ns:?/;rnumg hunw]\e: znu /é umnm%a}

By Our Staff Correspondent

BHOPAL, OCT. 23. Thc Congressill
eactership s corirarted with the
Vitad task of resolving 1the Cphatts-
wath S leader-hip ssae and en-
surring 3 stnoeth seecing-if ol e
first Chicf Miister of e noww Stde
being created dirougl e fitnrea-
ton of the largest Congresk-riied
stige of Madhva Pradesh, !
‘i'htm;ﬁi] the Congress Hwli have
anajerity i Chibantiszirh \Mlh 48
MLAS i w Plowse of 81, Ce mﬂllltdl
seenario at this loymative s \%age i

ruther fragile given the conflicting
ainn of nrere than half-aqdoszen
Siimants lor power within Itv rul-
ing party.

Bestides  Longressd smruzms
ik the {onmer Udes M onistens. M
.00 shukla aned My, Motilsl ) Vora,
along with the rormer Undond Min-
istor, Mo VoL Shukle whol view
themselves  as e antomatic
choiee” for Chladtisgamh Chiet
Ministers posy, tiere is a log list
ai MbAs ey of whom had jrisen
overnight as Cabiner Muvatdys in
e Phigviy Ciovaernt

singh

the race Tov Chiet Ministership as
representatives ol the regional sat-
raps ol ihe ruling pavay,

The camp vlose ty the ruling Jac-
tion in Madhva Pradesh is deter-
mined (o have g Chied’ Minister af
its choice in Chhadtisgarh where
e prospects of industyial growtl
and mare  particslarly diamond
mining and forest expioltatdon are
enonmous. 1Uis learnt that this fac-
rion, which is close te the erstivhile
ruling family of Sarguja wouid put
s weight behind Dr. Prem Sal
Singh. whose only oredentials are
that he is 1 Minister i the Digvijay
singh Cabinet and a staunch “Sar-
guja’ loyalist. If this strategy f2ils to
detiver the desired result, fhis
CAmp Thav put s entive weight be-
bind one of the Shukha brothers or
the tormer Staie Minister and MP
from [anigic. Mr. Charandas Ma-
hant, as a represcentative of the
backward comenunities o counter
the athers in the leadership frav.

D the ather side, the Madhya
Pradest Snisters, Mr. Nandkumar
Patel, along with the uibal MLAs,

AN VERE S

PR BT

Rathia and Mr.
AMahendra Karm), [who are hoth
tribah MLAS havgjalge thirown their
hat ioto she ring thaugh with very
linle supmort from|the Chhattis-
garh MLAs.

Asectionof the tripal MEAs from
Chhattisgarh is vehemently  es-
neusing the cause of a tribal Chiel
Minister bur ai the siime time it is
alst conveying the message that it
is mare imporiant i1 have a wibal
Chief Minister ratherithan going in
for somehody with proven admin-
istrative skiils and visjon to take up
the challenges of ankw Stare dur-
ing s Jormanee stape. However,
there is anothor large section ol
MAs. representing | the  tribals,
which is steadfast in s starsd that
the 273 sribal 3LAs frgm Chhattis-
should he kept free from all
possible inuences, palls and pres-
sures and  the high  command
shoutd consult ihem | individually
e assess their hopesland aspira-
inns i i decides 1o gh for a Lribal
jepresentative as thel fivst Chicl
Minister of the_new (hhartisgarl
State.

gavh



New Delhi, Oct. 2¥: Discreet yet
critical, President K.R. Nara-
yanan expressed His concern at
“national leaders’] not raising
their voice againstlthe campaigi
of intolerance. |

His interview tio a Malayali
newspaper is expected to raise
eyebrows not just among Sangh
hardliners but also ¢ause conster-
nation ameong mdderates like
Prime Minisier Atdl Behari Vaj-
payee. i

Narayanan reportedly said
the level of intolerance in the
counirv was “scaftered” and
“worrving”. He felt| that silence
does not help under these circum-
stances.

1t is not as if everyoene has be-
come intolerant. The majority of
the people are toleraht. But what
is happening is that important
peopie are not condemning intol-
erance enough,” thg President
said.

He felt that though condemna-
tion may sound rhetorical, lead-
ors will have to condémn repeat-
edly.

“1 is very important that iead-
ers and apinion-maksrs strongly
argue against tha spirjt of intoler-

| ance where people & made to at-

tack each other in the name of
faith, language or fo
reason,” he said.

Narayanan added that in
decades gone by, natiohal leaders
would enunciate over and over
again their disrespect for intoler-
ance and lack of mutual respect.

“Because keeping silent when
somepne preaches intolerance
will not help to fight infolerance,”
the President noted.

any other

FROM OUR SPECIAI q
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Oct, 27: Akali leader
Surjeet Singh Barnala is expected
to he appointed Governor of Ut-
taranchal after the state formally
comes into being on November 9.
This is an indication that the Cen-
tre may appoint new Governors in
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand whi-
ch will come into being on Novent-
ber 1and 15 respectively.

The names of Dinanath Tew-
ari, a Planning Commission mem-
ber, and outgoing Cabinet secre-
tary Prabhat Kumar, who retires
on October 31, are doing the rou-
nds for the Governors of Chhattis-
garh and Jharkhand.

Punjab chief minister Parkash
Singh Badal is alleged to have met
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee
and Union home minister LK. Ad-
vani on Wednesday and recom-
mended Barnala's name. Akali
sources said Badal backed Bar-
nala because he has been in the po-
litical wilderness since he lost the
general elections.

The BJP has always acknowle-
dged Barnala's seniogrity, saying
other than Vajpayee, Advani and
Fernandes, he is the only leader
who was part of the Morarji Desal
government in 1977. Apart from
this, relations between the Vajpa-
vee government and the Akali Dal
have not been smooth of late be-
cause of differences over removal
of subsidics and other financial
packages demanded by the state.

Another reason why Barnala
has been picked is because the

Centre wapts|to appease allenated )

be made part|of Uttar*an’chal had
been turned fdown —- by giving
the top job tp a reputbq leader
from the campunity. -+ ™

Kumar is heing rewirfed for
services rendered. His tengre has
not been smoaath, hut he managed ;
to get large seations of the bureau-
cracy used to the BJP styleof fime-
tioning. Though he wascriticised
for his passive role during the-
Kandahar hijack, he managed to
stay in the gogd books oi the Vaj-
payee government. -

In legal cirdles, howetet, theve
is some confusjon. Somé &ections
believe a constitutional crisisisin
the offing in the new states as the
chief justices —- who swear inthe
Gaovernors — have not been ap-
pointed. The gavernment has an-
nounced that the high courts will
be located at Bilaspur for Chhat-
tisgarh, Raipuy for Jharkhand
and Nainital for Uttaranchal.

The gaverniment today consti-
tuted Chhattisgarh High Court,
and notified that it would function
from November 1. “The notifica-
tion has been igsued under sub-
section 2 of section 21 Bf the Mad-
hva Pradesh Regrganisation Act.
2000,” an official release said.

the 19th high court in thecountry
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/Cong still’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Oct. 29. — The Mad-
hya Pradesh Congress is still divided
over the choice of a chiel minister for
Chhaltisgarh with only two dayvs to
go for the state o officially come into
being,

A few days age, a group of MLAs
told Mrs Sonia Gandhi in the eapital
thal the party would ¢plit if a tribal
waw nol made the chief minister.

"The 48-member Congress Legislu-
ture Party of Chhattisgarh will meet
in Raipur tomorrow to “elect” its
leader. Beforc leaving for Raipur
ioday, Mrs Prabha Ruo, ATCC gener-
al secretary in charge of Madhya
Pradesh, suid it wis up to the MLAs
to decide on a leader.
awever, is likely

_to authorlbe Mrs bandhl v choose

the first chicef minister of the state.
The political situation has changed
after an impending contest for the

- Congress president’s office. Mrs Gan-

dhi has Lo be very cautious while
choosing a chief minister for Chhat-
tisgarh, senior party leaders said.
For, the region is facing a drought-
like condition in addition to the
Naxalite problem.

Mg Gapdhi was nol amused by the
threalening message from the group
of Chhattisgarh leaders who insisted

sk

1
\
z
|
|
|
!

on appointing a tribal chic! mimister.
There are six of them vying for the
office: The leaders include Mr Mahen-
dra Karma, Mr Arvind Netam, My
Surendra K Singh and Mr Ajit Jogi.
My Siugh i3 a Rajva Sabha member
with a long political career and
belengs to Sundergark, which uscd to
be a small princely state He is
reportedly emerging as & sirong wn-
tender from among Lthe tribal leaders
as chief ministerial candidate.
Should the choice fali on a non-trib-
al, the AICC general secretary, Mr

","C.T!- o

14

toc

avran cmdla stt![ in search of the nght man.

Motilal Vora, 18 said to be ahead of
Mr Shyamas Charan Skukla, another
veloran Congress leader.

Scindis: The reins of Chhattisgarh
should be handed over to a person
with wide-ranging political experi-
ence, Mr Madhavrao Scindig, said in
Gwitlior today, adds UNIL 1ie hoped
thal “someone from the CLP would
be elocted through consensus™

Azad: The Congress observer, Mr’

Ghulam Nabi Azad, told jonrnaiists
at Raipur's Mana airport tonight
that the CLP meeting wiil be held at

~r oAl
q 071 11

7 ¥ ﬁmg

hoose finhuﬂisgurh M

Governor Imnnla |

SANGRUR, Oct. B
29, - Farmer
Unian minister | .
Mr Surjit Singh |4
{ Barnala today
confirmed that §
e was heing
[ apnointed as (he
first Governor of [
the Utiaranchal E.
stale being
garved out ol

My 85 Bammala

UP. He would devote himsell 1o the
serviee of the pf-uph and would

I
|
|
|

region, he added. — UN”

11 p.m. tomorrow to choose the
teader. The views of all MLA will be
sought separately. And voring will he
held if no consensus is reached,
Naxalite threat: Because of Naxaliles'
threat in Chthatusgarh, unprecedented
security arrangements huve been made
for the outh Laking ceremnny Lo be held
in Baipur on midnight of 31 October.
Naxaliteg are aefive in seven of the 16
Chihattisgarh districts, One of their
main demands 1 a separate state of
Bastar. The People's War has called a
bandh on 1 November.

* SOREN MAY ACCEPT MERR

| JAMSHEDPUR, Oct.
[Jharkhand  Mulkti
; (Soren) supremo, Mr Sibu Soven
| said his party will reject the post
i of deputy chiel ministership, if
1 olfored.

The JMM muy. however, consid-
ey power sharing on mt.umrﬂ
hasia if any such propusal was
{ ferwarded to them.

4 Mr Soren, whe was here Lo par-
[
|

20 — The
Morcha

{icipate i a function, expressed
LOI’l{i.C[F'J‘He that tho first dnef

e ﬁum tho J\W[ The rhlci min-
istership of Jharkhand would he
decided by Nalional Democratic
Alltance and not by the BJP
alomae,
te boped thai the NDA will
mvite him to form the first gov-
I ernruent in the new Jharkhand
| siatc.

The JMM suprewmo elaimed
that vesterday's negotiations
between the NDA and the JMM
in New Delhi as positive. He was

hapeful of forming the govern-
' mani on the basis of the positive signal given lo 1h( dehg‘atmn by Mr
Va]p.i\,eo 'l‘he, ]MM rlr-h gdlmn wil! hold nnothet 2 of talks with Mr

-

— PR A

Mr Sibu Suren
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/" All set for u hering in C

RAIPUR, OCT. 29. All is set for the hirth of the
new State of Chhattisgarh and installation of
its first Government on Wednesday even as
the unprecedented drought cast its fong
shadow, It is a historical irony that Madhya
Pradesh’ division is coinciding with the same
day which saw the establishment of present
Madhiya Pradesh as the largest State of the
country by merging different contiguous re-
gioms in 1956,

Chhattisgarh region’s cord with the mother
State will be snapped ar the midnight on next
Tuesday when both the first Governor and
Chief Minister of that 3tate will take oath in
the presence of a large gathering. All prep-
arations have been conmpleted for the swear-
ing-in-ceremony in the open at the police
ground, Raipur.

A controversy had surfaced over the move
to hold the swearing-in-ceremony in the
post-dawn period of November 1 to enable
maximum public participation. ifowever, i(
was finally decided to administer the oath
during the intervening night tv aveid any
possible constitutional crisis as apprehended
by legal experts, who raised a guestion mark
as 1o who would reign over Chhattisgarh
from October 31 midnight €l the new Gov-
ernment assumes office on November one.

It is learnt that the Centre has prepared its
mind to appoint a fresh Goverrior in the new
State of Chhattisgarh and not 10 ask the Mad-
hya Pradesh Governor, Mr. Bhai Mabavir, to
assume the gubernatorial offices of both the
States. The new Governor, after himselfl tak-
ing oath, is likely to administer cath to the
first Chief Minister of that State,

The name of Planning Commission mem-
ber, Mr. Dinanath Tiwari, is being tipped as
the Governor of the new State. Mr. Tiwari was
formerly Vice-Chancellor of Gurn Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur. Meanwhile, political ac-
tivities within the Congress, which is going to
form the Government in that State with 43
legislators in the 90-member House, are in
full swing. The party general secretary and
- Madhya Pradesh incharge, Ms. Prabha Rau,

is reaching Raipur tomorrow to attend the

meeting of the Congress Legislature Party

(CLP).

More than 20 of the 48 Congress legislators
in the new State are tribals. Party sources
said a tribal leader could be given the reigns
of the party in the State in case a non-tribal
was selected for the post of Chief Minister.
The former Unjon Minister, Mr, Arvind Ne-
tam's name is among thase being mentioned
for the Chhatiisgarh Congress chicf.

Some senior Congress leaders, who are not
MLAs but are in the race for Chief Minister-
ship, are staking claims to garner the support
of a majority of legislators and are endeav-
ouring to make the political equations in
their favour. The Congress spokesman, Mr.

Shukla point out that the senior leader was

-~

' Am Jogi's e.uppr)\?ler be“eve that Mr. Jogi is

an eqperienced and tapable tribal leader to
take the command oflthe new State. Mz, Jogi's

the last one month. Itlis said that tribal legis-
lators pledged to stick ta their demand for a
tribal Chief Minister at Bastar's famous Dan-
teshwari temple in the presence of Mr. Jogi.

One view, however, is that important posts
should not go to leaders, who had lost the last
Lok Sabha election, the yardstick set earlier
in the organisation. Supporters of Mr. V.C

CLP meet to e

By Our Staff Correspondent

RAIPUR, OCT. 29. The members of the Congress
Legislatare Party [CLP) of the now Chhattisgarhy
State will be meeting here tormarrow o elec
their leader who would assume office as the
first Chief Minister of the newly carved ou
State being created through the bifureation o}
the Centra {ndian State of Madhya Pradesh,
The 48-member strong Chhattisgarh CLP is ¢
divided house with too many groups and fac
tlons angling far power. On the eve of the CLIP
mecting there were at least half a doren Chief
Mindsterial candidates, whe were busy musle
ing support for their cause by organizing close
door meefings of “friendly and loyal” MLAs g
Durg, Bhilai and Raipur.
The method w be adopred for elecring th
CLP leader would be the same as had been ut]-
lized earticr when Mr. Digvijay Singh was elect-
ed the CLP leader,
Some leaders who have succeeded in project-
ing themselves as potemial candidates for the
Chief Minjster's post after a prolonged image
blding exercise include stalwarts such as the
former Chief Minister, Mr. 5.C. Shukla and h
vounger brother the former Union Ministgr,
Mr. V.C. Shukia, the AICC Spokesman, Mr. Ajit
Jogi. former Uniop Minister, Mr. Arvind Netafn
and Mr. Motial Vora, who was earlier a Chief
Minister, State Governor and also a Union Mip-
ister.
There are also others, who lack wider accepr-
ahility bur are still being propped up for the
leadership race by different Congress(h) fyc-
tinns. For the sake of representing the tribais,
and the gthes backward communitics, some
more options are being projected for the Chjef
Minister's post by the different Congresstl) fac-
tions of Madhya Pradesh. These options amd

formulas that include namnes of some light-

weight candidates such as Mr. Mahendra Kar-
ma, Mr. Prem Sai Singh. Mr. Nandkumar Pqtel
and Mr. Charandas Mahant are being described
as puart of a xwll rhouhht aut strategy by sopne

hattisgarh

most suited for the Chief Minister’s post in
view of his political experience and valuable
contribution to the region. They also opine
that keeping aside all differences, Mr. Shukla
worked for the party even though he was de-
prived of the ticket in the last Lok Sabha poll.
He also constituted the Chhattisgarh Rajya
Sangharsh Morcha to press the Centre for
early creation of the State.

All India Congress commitice treasurer
and former Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister,
Mr. Motilal Vora's supporters believe that, as
in the pas¢, My. Vora could emerge as a con-
sensus candidate in case of a dilemma over
the candidate for Chief Minister. — UNI

ect leader today

powerful Madhyu Pradesh Congressi) factions
to keep at bay the claims of the established

leaders. A section within the Congress party

here is rather irked by the propping up of some
candidates whose allegiance and [ayaity to the
Congress party is considered doubtful.

The Madhva Pradesh Chief Minister, Mr. Dig-
vijay Singh, who was in Delhi today was expect-

ed to reach here later this evening along with |

the AICC observers for tomorrow™s CLP meet-
ing. 8. V.C. Shukla has heen particularly active
here along with his supporiers since yesterday.
Mr. Ajit Jogi was expected 1o arrive here later
tonight frem Delhi,

The free-for-all campaign for leadership has
taken away every candidates’ edge for 4 clear
majority in the CLP. 1t is under these circum-
stances that Mr. 5.0 Shukla is stressing on the
need for ¢consensus while imost of the tribal
MLAs are pressing for a ihal Chiel Minister.
The Congress teadership will have to do a tight-
rope walk to seal the leadership issue after the
AICC observers end the task of taking the views
of all the MIAs tornorrow. The undercurrent of
the tribal sentiments are too strong bt it e
mains to be seen whether tie choice would resc
on experience and merit or othenwvise, it the
issue gets resulved in favour of o tribal candi-
date,

Political nhservers are also concerned aboeut
the stability of the Congress Government in
C hhd[mgdrl\ and are wondering whether or not
the Congress set-up in the new State would
meey the same fate as it ad met in Goa and
Uttay Pradesh.

Till this evening, the Madhyva Pradesh officers
betonging o the ai-fndian services were still

awaiting formal orders for their cadre bifurca-
tion and the uncertainty in this regard was rath-
er demoralizing for those officers who have
already becn told by thej inistrative heads
that their services wg fng transferred 1o the
new State.
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BIP reject$ TMM = Governors of 3

‘pew states named
.

! THE GOVERNMENT, on
: Bihar DGP Dinesh Nandag Sahay over Sangh nom-

claim tc lead govt

A

Qur Palitica) Bureau
{ NEW DELHI 30 GCTOBER

THE BIRLED alliance has conclusively rejected
i the JMMis claim to lead the government in

Tharkhand\ A meeting convened by Union home i
i clear defiance of the RSS.

mirister L.X. Advani to decide on the goveroment

' formation in Ranchi was unanimous that the right

{ Singh Barnala and Cabinet secretary Prabhat
i Kumar as governors of Uttaranchal and Tharkhand,
¢ respectively.
barely hours after the latter renewed its threat to :

Soren, clatmant for the top post, had said that his |
| party will not accept anything less than chief min- :
¢ gested by RSS chief

10 tead the government rested with the single
largest party in the proposed Assembly, the BJP.
The decision to reject the MM demand came

walk out of the alliance on the pg
leadership issue.
The IMM chief, Mr Shibu °

istership.

ernment, it will prefer to sit in the Opposition.

compared te JMM's 12.

Lihould stake claim for forming the governwment.

An agency report quoting Mr Soren said if his ¢
party was denied the oppartunity 1o lead the gov- |
i Although Mr Tiwari was never in the reckoning for

4t the meeting on Monday, Mr George !
Fernandes shared the home minister’s views on !
the matter. Mr Advani is learns to have main-
tatned that the chief minister’s post was not nego- |
! tiable as the BJF had 32 members in the Assembly
| against picking Mr [Tiwari. They alleged he was a

Earlier, party president Bangaru Laxwman as |
well as BIP leaders from the region said the party |
i nominee.

Our Potiticall Bureau
NEW DELHT 30

Monday, chose former
inee Dinanasth Tiwari as the Chattisgarh governor in

The povernment pathed Akail leader Surijit

A presidential comypuniqué said the appoint-
wepepeemey ments would take effect from the
f’ ns date thHe mew governors assume

The povernment’

charge
Commission member

tejection of FPlanning
nanath Tiwart's name, sug-
8. Sudarshan, comes in the
midst of a serious face-off between the Sangh and
the NDA government on economic matters,

the governar's post, the RSS had actively pitched
for his installation in/the Raipur Raj Bhavan due to
his proximity to the Deendayal Upadhyay clan.

But rivals and hppefuls approached the Prime
Minister and home minister to convince them

“crony” of Congres$ leader Arjun Singh. It is yet to
be seen how the BSS reacts to the rejection of its

The Economic Times



Jogi as Chhattisgarh C

v I revenus
arment. The

wked as well.
12 Pleeadelly,
nave stopped
baokings.
Chhattisgarh
froms the MP
ate expevted
t the Sharda
! execuive ol
fosaid, fHoned
% sand that
dd even have
down therr
chient
Sarma; Party
do s o oregu-
vated n the
em ot be oa
v“} P,
WAl casbed
e directar of
"We have 20
ars for the
varratyed for
e the sudden
s for the UM
v. HYIC, Raipur
N

Kalyani Shankar
New Deini, Ociober 30

THE BT i asen o the dea of
duing a Goaon Chistnsguh i thie
Congress sphts, Even hefore the
hipth wf the State, Chhaisearh
appears o sufler friom the prob-
ferms Facing smiall States - matiou-
farhy putitiea] nstabiline,

BIP presiden Bangary Laarman
seve enough hines thet BIP wil
fot sy away from foem e
aoveinment with othe r rar if
the need arose, "M semebods
comes and asks our fielp we can
et oremain silent” he told
newWsTEr=ons fiere inday

TThe BIP s owatehing ihe Jovek
spments and at e richt e we
would fike o bome dewn 1he
Coengress sovernment” BIF soqiey
feader LEMathuy said,

The BIP strategists are he
vhal the Congress mav i

samestie i inposed as the Ry

the parly figh cogmtemd,
are guite’s fow ceaten i
Conigress invluding ihe 31
brafhery and e BEP b

Head the Shukia brothers dray split

e party o express their revolt.

Witk the Congress leadership
e i vlear that Congress

Spokespomion At Jogi s ibe

vandidaie

No legal hassle

MR SUPREME Court today
refusad 1o mterfere with the
creativon of Chhartisgarh while
wmdoeiamy fioering on wo petl-
twas chalienging the varving
out of g new State from MP In
ple termn it meamt that ihe
Stiie vonld come o existencs
o Newernber §|owithout aay
eral bussde,

COMRSTITNUS

after holding formal consultations
with the Congress legislaiors from
Chitatisen tadayv, ihe BIP's
Fropys dr

There

are Y3 seats W

Uhbattisgari and rhe Congress
Bas 4 ML Axwile the BIP hus 3o

Pihe rodt are independenis. A
ai el 16 MELAS are required tor
sued spHE by the Congress.

‘Politically we world hke the
Comgress 10 split and pur uhimate
atn i3 1o form the BIP govern-
ment” BIP strategists sdmitred.

The BIP is gettipg veady to
vesaive the Jeadership issue in the
other nve States, Ulfaranchal wnd
Tharkhund, Names are being
finalised and BIP [padership has
already raken stock of the feelings
of the Jharkhand Jeeislarors and
MPs  belonging to BIE The
Jiarkkand Mukhi] Morchs Jegis-
tletors and leaders, fho are staking
& cluim for the Chief Ministership
have also mer the Prime Minster
and Defence Minlster during the
week-end and canfe up with a pro-
posal for UP rype of power shat-
ing. Bal 1his was putrightly reject-
ed by the PM. Tife BIP is making
ap its mind 1o serdd Mr Marands o
the CM. For Unarakhand alse,
the MLAs are flue to meet the
BiF leaders tomorrow. [axman
radicated a fingl view would be
taken aflor assasstng threlr mood.
“Uttmately 1t wfill be the PR and
the Home Minister wha wil)
deeide” poiited out BIF sonicoe
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V' € Shukla puts spoke in Cong spokesman’s wheel 40 Rarpur hotehers

| Abhilash Khandekar
E rapur, October 30

AT
- X

HE  AICC ohservers
Ghubarn  Nabt Azad  and
Prabha Rau were busy ull

late Monday night 1rving 1o evolve
consensus on the name of AICC
spokexman Ajir Pramod Kumar
Togi  as the  first CMuof
Chhatisgarh.

Deapite the blessing of Congress
sresident Sonfa Gandhi, the efec-
ton of Jogi as the Congress
Legisiature Party (CLP) leader
iy a0t be o smonth affair consid-

€ Shukla appears (o be ali set 1o
shallenge the Conual feadership's
choice ¥e CLP mecting, wiich
was scheduled for Monday mari-
ing. bas now keon rescheduled tor
Taesduy wdicating that Jogr's elee-
non is facing problems from a sec-
tion of MLAs.

However, after Chiet Minzier
Digvipn Singh's declaration this
. morning that Jogi was “hiv candi-
oodate’ the famer Raipaw Districs
g Collecter Togh s capected a sail

ering that Chlitusgarh stabwart ¥

through.

Soon after the observers arnval
In the city on Sunday night, «
became clezar to most MLAS that
Fogh was  centrat leadership's
choiee. This canie as a blow o the

Governors named

CABINET SECRETARY
Prabhat Kumar, who reures
tomorrow. has been appomied
the Governor of the new state
o Tharkhand. Former Union
minister Suriit singh Barnala
and tormer Additional DGP
Bihar Dinesh Nandap Sabaya

have heen appointed
Guvernors of the two pther tew
States of Utaranchat and

Chhattisgarh, cespectively.

ambitions of other  aspirants,
imcluding S C Shukda, Charan Das
Mahant.  Muahendra  Karma,

Moudal Vora and Arvind Neram.
Even the CM appoeared 1o be

ciearly /u‘cy:t for having been
1 garneT support to ane of

his ardhrivals in AP politics.
"There |are 23 tribal MLAs here
and hegee a tribal should be the
Chiet Minister’" was how Mr
Simgh cllantied his change {n stanct
wwardsiJogl to the media persans
who sodght 1w know why he was
openly gunvassing tor Jogl. CM 5
open hatred for Fogi s well-knoven
o all sivge the days when the for-
mer hadi opposed Jogi's canditla-
re for the PCC chiefs post three
wears agh. Todav. Digvgay Singh
was seenlindividually approach,ing
MLAs Injsupport of JTogt.
Scindia’™  greetings:

De puty

* Leader of Opposition in the Lok

Sabhd Midhavrao Scindia today
grected @ othe people of
Chhatusgarh and expressed,. the
hope that the new Staie ivould
mrake its imark oo rthe national
scgne, [n o message Mr Scindia
said the dew State, would go a
fong way in fuMdlicg the -aspira-
tions of the region, particul arly its
tribal populativn. He satd a
daunting lask’ awaited the new
Government ard the people for
the creatiod of a prosperous Siate.

TRY CHECKING into any of
Raipur's hotels and chances arc
that voull end up disappointed,
The ciry's hotels are all booked for
the big day on November 1, when
the new Chhattisgarh State will
come into being,
Most of the ronms
have either  been
bhooked by the district
Collector or by medi-
amen  who

ness the occasion.
The Governmenl's
pratocol officer has
hooked more than
100 rooms of differ-
ent hotels across Raipur.

Raipur's Circuit House had been
a favourite with most VIP visitors.
Now thai the Government has
decided ta convert it inzo the Ry

“ COUNTDOWN TO

have ~ M. -

arrived here 1o wit-

CHHATTISGARH

;,,," : L//
"Efforts on to evolve consénsus on

having a fic
was expected o rea
for the oursim deps
hotel i ina shambles
Private hotels are p
Big names such oy 1)
Sharda aud Mayura
new
Thirteen
minsters
cabingt
IO stay ¢
Hotel. s
the hote
anthorit
they wot
to  turn
Favourit:
Bafuygan
chiet Kanshi Ram,
far. These hotels sif
beart of Raipur s
favourite with most ’
rdvel agencies ha

Bhavan, VIPs are left locking for _~n on the big vvent. 7

oiher options. The rourism depapt<’
ment's Hotel Chhastisgarh )
next possible choice. Th
Mptel, a governmeny,
constructed on the pénks of river
Kharun a couple of decades back,

a rasel ageoey said
chautteyr-driven ¢
guests. We have aly
reserve ¢ars otk
fncreasse of custome
oath-laking ceremor
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