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Ajit Jogiis first CM

of Chhattisgarh

By Sudhir K Singh
The Times of India News Service

RAIPUR: Congress spokesperson
Ajit Jogi was elected the first chief
minister of India’s 26th state,
Chhattisgarh, and leader of the
state Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) onTuesday.

The announcement was made by
All India Congress Committee
(AICC) observers Ghulam Nabi
Azad and Prabha Rao at a press
conference at the new CM’s resi-
dence in the presence of Madhya
Pradesh chief minister Digvijay
Singh and Mr Jogi after a final
round of discussions with the legis-
lators.

However, Mr Jogi’s election was-
n’t entirely smooth. Seven of the 48
MI.As—all supporters of veteran
V.C. Shukla’s candidature—failed
to turn up at the meeting which be-
gan at 4 p.m. on Monday and con-
tinued till nearly 11 p.m. Angry
Shukla supporters on Tuesday also
raised anti-Digvijay slogans outside
the venue of the CLP meeting in
protést against the latter’s decision
to support Mr Jogi. -

s

U

Chhatisgarh formallylkcame into
existence with effect from midnight
on Tuesday when the newly ap-
pointed governor, D.N. Sahay, a re-
tired DGP of the Bihar cadre, was
sworn-in by the Chief Justice. The
CM-elect was sworn in immegdiate-
ly thereafter. §_f- - ConY ]

Though Mr Azad refused todi-
vulge the actual results of the elec-
tion, he said Mr Jogi had been sup-
ported by “more than two-thirds”
of the MLAs present. Downplaying
the absence of seven MLAs at the
meeting, the AICC observer said
he had presided over the election
of no less than 19 CMs, and it
was barely in a handful of CLP
meetings that all the MLAs had
turned up.

The important thing, he said, was
that all those who supported Mr
Jogi thought him the fittest candi-
date in view of his long experience
at the Centre and his stint as
Raipur collector in the early 1980s.
Predictably enough, Azad tried
hard to dispel the notion that Mr
Jogi ™was the high command’s

choice, but his arguments failed ¢
ronvinea mnet of thoge presen
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CHHATTISGARH STATE

| AREA: 1,35,194 80. KM
[ POPULATION: 176 CRORE

CAPITAL: RAIPUR
| DISTRICTS: 16

LOK SABHA SEATS: 11
| RAJYA SABHA SEATS: 3

S

VIDHAN SABHA SEATS: 90

FORMATION: NOV. 1, 2000

FOREST AREA INCOME: 215.67 CR.
[WINERAL INCOME: 41372 CRORE fg
ASSEMBLY SEATS 90

CONGIasS...o oo renrcnnins
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Independents............cocoovene
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\ J. Venkatesari

NEW DELHI, OCT. 31. Even as the
Chattisgarh High Court is to be
inaugurated tomorrow, a stale-
mate has developed over the cre-

{ ation of the Uttaranchal High

Court for the new State of Utta-
ranchal carved out of Uttar Pra-
desh.

Though the new State is to
come into existence from Novem-
ber 9 with Dehradun as its capital,
it is still not clear in which city the
High Court will be located.

According to highly-placed
sources, the stalemate is due to
demands from the Bar, political
leaders and various sections of
the people to locate the High
Court in their towns, viz. Nainital,
Haridwar, Garhwal and Mussoo-
rie.

As there is no unanimity, the
Centre is yet to take a decision in
this regard, though it favours
Nainital.

According to the sources, the
Centre feels that the summer pal-
ace of the Uttar Pradesh Governor
in Nainital has all the facilities for
being converted into a High Court
by providing some additional in-
frastructure, but it is not so in oth-
er towns.

/Sfalemate in formation
\of Uttaranchal HC \/

The Centre hopes that a solu-
tion could be found out in the
next few days.

Meanwhile, the segregation of

the cases from among those |
pending in the Allahabad High |

Court has been completed and
out of eight lakh cases, two lakhs
pertaining to the Uttaranchal re-
gion would be transferred to the

new High Court once it is formed.

For the formation of the Jhark-
hand High Court, the Govern-
ment feels that there would not
be any hurdle as already a Bench
of the Patna High Court is func-
tioning at Ranchi and this could
be converted as the Jharkhand
High Court.

Out of 90,000 cases pending in
the Patna High Court around
42,000 cases would be transferred
to the new High Court.

This includes the ‘Rs. 900 crore
fodder scam cases’ as the crime
was stated to have occurred in the
cities and towns located in the
Jharkhand region.

As a new special judge has to be
appointed to deal with these
cases, trial of the fodder scam
cases is expected to be further de-
layed.
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By Our Staff Correspondent

/Jﬁarkhand po
By ours R

PATNA, OCT. 31. The battle for power in the pro-

posed State of Jharkhand has curiously
enough shifted to Patna, thanks to the differ-
ences that have cropped up between the BJP-
led NDA and the JMM over the issue of head-
ing the new Government.

The political drama apart, the Patna High
Court today was upset over the failure of the
Centre to file an affidavit with respect to the
PILs challenging the bifurcation of the State.
The court warned that it would grant a stay if
the Centre failed to comply with its order by
November 6.

The marriage of convenience between the
BJP-led NDA and the JMM seems to be going
on the rocks with the JIMM president, Mr. Shi-
bu Soren, deciding to rush to Patna and hold a
meeting of legislators either tomorrow or on
Thursday to decide his future action.

Mr. Soren, who is now in Bokaro, told
The Hindu over phone that he had convened
the meeting to take stock of the political crisis
that had developed over the formation of the
first Government at Ranchi in the light of the
talks that his delegation had had with NDA
leaders in Delhi yesterday.

Mr. Soren said the meeting of all his legisla-
tors would be held on Thursday if they failed
to turn up at Patna by tomorrow. He parried
questions on whether the talks with the NDA
leaders had failed, saying that the party would
first listen to what the delegation had to re-

wer struggle shifts to Patna

port about its\ llls\wilh the NDA leaders.

Mr. Soren wag of the view that it would be
necessary to sed to what extent the gap had
widened with the NDA and accordingly de-
cide the IMM’s path. He clarified that the
JMM had never made any demand but had
only been stressing the BJP and its constitu-
ents, the Samata Party and the JD(U), to hon-
our their promise of making him the Chief
Minister of Jharkhand while seeking his sup-
port last March to instal Mr. Nitish Kumar on
the chair at Patna.

His general secretary, Mr. Prashant Kumar,
MLA, who was one of three members who
held parleys yesterday in Delhi with the De-
fence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, among
others, was, however, more forthcoming. Mr.
Prashant Kumar arrived here directly from
Delhi instead of going to Ranchi, the pro-
posed capital of Jharkhand State which will
come into existence on November 15, indicat-
ing the party’s disenchantment with the BJP
and its allies.

Mr. Kumar accused Mr. Fernandes of going
back on his words and also alleged that the
BJP and its allies had not put forward any
proposal before them and that most of them
were only for public consumption.

He said the BJP stood exposed not only in
the Jharkhand region but also the whole of the
country vis-a-vis its promise to make Mr.
Soren the Chief Minister after the creation of
the new State.

So the decision of the JIMM to hold its meet-

YHE -14DU
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ing here is of crucial importance. All its legis-
lators and its president will be in Patna.

While there was no word about the agenda
of the meeting, the fact remains that given the
background, the meeting could only serve
fwo purposes: to put pressure on the BJP and,
alternately, snap ties with NDA and hold talks
with the RJD president, Mr. Laloo Prasad Ya-
dav, in a bid to form a secular Government
with the support of the Congress and Left par-
ties.

Sources in the ]MM do not rule out the
possibility of Mr. Soren holding talks with Mr.
Yadav. Mr. Soren had made it clear that he
would sit in the Opposition if the BJP refused
to make him the Chief Minister.

Irrespective of the decision that the MM
might take at its meeting here in the next cou-
ple of days, Mr. Soren is playing really tough
with the B)P, particularly having demonstrat-
ed his popularity at a rally in Ranchi last week.

Even in the numbers game, his 12 MLAs
have a crucial role to play as it could play on
the stability of the Government if the BJP were
to go with its listed allies and ignore him.

On the other hand the RJD-Congress alli-
ance has scen eagerly watching the develop-
ments waiting for an opportunity to go for the
kill. It would be to Mr. Yadav's liking thart the
JMM has decided to hold #5 meeting in his
stronghold allowing ifwrfo keep a better tab
on the events th d unfold in the coming
fortnight.




/DIGVIJAY, AZAD MANHANDLED BY SHUKLA SUPPORTEF%S~

« Jogi elected Chattisgarh,,.
CLP leader unanimously |

By Lalit Shastri

RAIPUR, OCT. 31. The All-India Con-
gress Committee spokesman, Mr.
Ajit Jogi, was today unanimously
elected leader of the Chattisgarh
Congress Legislature Party (CLP).
He would be administered oath of
office as the first Chief Minister of
Chattisgarh shortly after the new
Governor is sworn in after mid-
night, the AICC observer, Mr.
Ghulam Nabi Azad, said.

The proposal to elect Mr. Jogi as
the CLP leader was moved by the
former Madhya Pradesh Assemb-
ly Speaker, Mr. Rajendra Prasad
Shukla, and seconded by the for-
mer Sate Minister, Mr. Mahendra
Bahadur Singh.

Mr. Azad said 41 of the 48 CLP
members attended today’s ses-
sion and that the views of all party
MLAs from Chattisgarh had been
taken. Enquiries later revealed
that seven MLAs — Mr. Vidhan
Mishra, Mr. Ganesh Shankar Vaj-
payee, Mr. Agni Chandrakar, Mr.
Ghanaram Sahu, Mr. Dharamjit
Singh, Mr. Madangopal Singh and
Mr. Gulab Singh — abstained. All
of them are considered close to
the former Union Ministsr, My,
V.C. Shukla, a strong conrender
for the Chief Minister’s post.

At a press conference later, My
Azad, flanked by the Madhya Pra
desh Chief Minister, Mr. Digvijay
Singh, the AICC general secretary,
Ms. Prabha Rao, and Mr. Jogi, said
the democratic process had been
strictly followed in the election
process. All legisiators had been
told to elect the leader without
fear or favour Thev had been told
that the resolution foy elocting the
CLP leader would be moved only
to elect a person enjoying the ma-
el R S

% i

The Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister, Mr. Digvijay Singh,

congratulating Mr. Ajit Jogi soon after the latter was elected the
leader of CLP in Raipur on Tuesday. — Photo: A.M. Faruqui

jority support, Mr. Azad said add-
ing that over two-thirds of the
MILAs were with Mr. Jogi.

Mr. Azad’s claim that the elec-
tion had been free and fair con-
tradicted earlier reports that the
party president, Ms. Sonia Gand-
hi, had already cleared Mr. Jogi's
name.

The AICC observer said Mr. Jogi
belonged to the new generation of

politicians. He had left his mark
as an able administrator and, giv-
en his wide experience, would be
able to face the challenges that
would confront the new State.

Regarding the formation
Cabinet, Mr. Jogi said it
early to say anythin
have just been ele
need some timgp-fo think.”

Later, Mr. 8fngh and Mr. Azad,
A

who went to Mr. Shukl's farm-
house, in a bid ! placate him
were  manhaudiod. pushed
around and jos.ied by angry sup-
porters of the {ormer Union Min-
ister.

Soon aftei ihe CLP leader’s
election, Mr. Singh, Mr. Azad and
Ms. Prabha Rao, drove to the
farmhouse. Mr. Shukla, a promi-
nerit contender for the Chief Min-
ister’s post, was not present at the
CLP meeting since he is not a
member of the legislature party.

At the farmhouse, frenzied sup-
porters mobbed the car carrying
the three senior leaders and be-
gan pushing them around. Ac-
cording to witnesses, they were
soon whisked away but, during
the brief scuffle, Mr. Singh instead
of trying to escape took his attack-
ers head on.

This correspondent, who reac-
hed the spot soon after the inci-
dent along with a photographer,
was warned by the mob present
there to leave at once or face dire
consequences. Soon a large group
pounced upon the photographer
and snatched away his camera.

Soon after, Mr. Shukla came
out and ordered the crowd to
leave the premises. After the mob
left, the former Union Minister
termed the incident “reprehensi-
ble” and said he had apologised
to Mr. Singh. It was an act com-
mitted by some lumpen elements
planted there to spoil his image,
e added.

Before leaving the farmhouse,
Mr. Singh and Mr. Azad tried to
make light of the incident by
laughing it off. Their i
was damaged in the j
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“Make me (M or get
lost, Soren tells NDA

R

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE QA \\

PATNA/NEW DELHI, Nov] 1.
— Mr Sibu Soren today majin-
tained that his party woyld
rather “sit in the Opposition? if
the NDA backed out from its
“agsurance” to make him the
Jharkhand chief minister,
while the BJP held its ground
that the post would not go to
the JMM-S.

“Accept me as chief minister
or get lost,” said the JMM-S
chief, who arrived in Patna
tonight for the party’s crucial
Legislature Party meeting. He,
however, added: “I haven't yet
shut the door of negotiations
with the NDA. I am still await-
ing a favourable response from
Mr George Fernandes and
other NDA leaders.”

When pointed out that the
BJP had made it abundantly
clear that it would not spare
the top job for him, Mr Soren
said: “Who are these BJP lead-
ers to make an announcement
regarding the chief minister’s
post? I don’t know them.”

“Since the BJP is a part of
the NDA, BJP leaders should
have desisted from making
any announcement. After all,
BJP is not capable of forming

its own gover ment in
Jharkhand as the party has
only 32 MLAs in the 81-mem-
ber House,” he said.

He maintained that Mr
Fernandes and Mr Nitish
Kumar had promised him the
post in lieu of the support that
the JMM-S extended to the
NDA when Mr Kumar made a
bid for power in Bihar. “The
two leaders recently admitted
to have given such an assur-
ance to our delegation.”

As a contingency measure, the
BJP has begun

until Guryji (Mr Zren) makes
a clean break with the commu-
nal forces.”

The JMM-S chief said there
would be a second round of
Legislature Party meeting
tomorrow as today’s four-hour
meeting remained inconclusive.
“We will take the decision only
after getting the final response
from Mr Fernandes, who has
been authorised by the NDA to
deal with the JMM-S.”

As a sop to keep back Mr
Soren in the NDA, the BJP has
proposed that

to actively woo
some JMM-S
leaders. Surpri-

B Photograph, more
reports on page 8

he be made the
chairman of the
NDA coordina-

singly, only 8 of
the 12 MLAs participated at
the JMM-S Legislature Party
meeting tonight. Mr Soren,
however, ruled out any differ-
ences within the party.

He said he was already in
touch with Mr Laloo Prasad
Yadav to probe the possibility
of putting up a ‘secular’ govern-
ment in Jharkhand. “We have
spoken over telephone. No one
is pariah in democracy.”

Mr Yadav, meanwhile, said:
“Let the JMM-S take the final
decision about its relationship
with the NDA. I will not speak

tion committee
for Jharkhand. The proposal
was reportedly discussed today
at a meeting between Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee and the BJP’s
chief ministerial probable, Mr
Babulal Marandi. The BJP is
also ready to accommodate Mr
Soren’s nominee as deputy
chief minister.

Mr Fernandes has reportedly
assured the BJP leadership
that the Samata Party will not
precipitate the crisis. He is
reportedly unhappy that the
JMM delegation that met him
recently was headed by Mr

YHE STATESHAR
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Soren’s MLA son, Mr Durga
Soren, though the appointment
was made in the JMM chief’s
name. Even the Prime Minister
didn’t take the delegation seri-
ously, a BJP leader said.

Mr Soren has privately told
Mr Fernandes that he is keen
to get into the history books as
the first chief minister of the
state, even if for a few months
— hinting that he is not entire-
ly opposed to a rotational chief
ministership.

Though the BJP recognises
Mr Soren’s contribution to
the creation of Jharkhand, it
does not want to hand over the
new state’s leadership to the
JMM-S on a platter as that
would mean that the party
had given up its claim to repre-
sent tribals. Senior BJP vice-
president and spokesperson,
Mr Jana Krishnamurthy,
pointed out that the BJP had
14 tribal MLAs compared to
the JMM’s 12,

The JMM should realise the
ground realities, he said. Mr
Krishnamurthy also said the
mandate was in favour of the
BJP and hence the party
should stake claim to power.

Other allies had accepted this
claim, he said. /p
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/ »Soren fails to \/

* convince PM

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 4. The Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee this evening
granted audience to the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha leader, Mr. Shibu
Soren. The meeting is seen as a last
attempt to make Mr. Soren give up
his adamant demand that the JMM
was entitled to have one of its lead-
er as the chief minister of the new
State of JTharkhand.

A similar message was conveyed
to Mr. Soren a few days ago by Mr.
George Fernandes on behalf of the
NDA . Mr. Soren had been threat-
ening to part company with the
NDA if his demand of chief minis-
tership was not conceded (despite
the fact that the JMM has only 12
MIAs, to the BJP’s 32).

However, it is learnt that Mr.
Soren was keen to hear for himself
from the Prime Minister whether
or not the JMM would be getting
the coveted post.

M. Vajpayee is believed to have
told Mr. Soren that there was no
change from the NDA position as
spelled out by Mr. Fernandes. Nei-
ther the BJP nor the NDA is going

to budge from its unequivocal
stand. Short of the demand for the
chief minister’s chair, Mr. Soren
was reportedly assured by the
Prime Minister that the NDA was
prepared to accommodate the
JMM in any manner suggested by
the Jharkhand leaders.

Mr. Soren told reporters that the
Prime Minister has agreed to call

Mr. Fernandes for consultation in .

order to find out whether any
promises were made to the JMM in
exchange for the group's support
for Mr. Nitish Kumar’s short-lived
chief ministerial tenure. It was a
dejected Mr. Soren who met re-
porters after his audience with the
Prime Minister.

As far the leadership in Uttaran-
chal is concerned, it is understood
that Mr. K.C. Pant, deputy chair-
man of the Planning Commission,
is ruled out as the first chief minis-
ter of the new State. The BJP is be-
lieved to bave decided that the
leadership of the State should go to
one of the MLAs. It is stated that
Mr. Pant himself has no shown no
keenness to shift to Uttaranchal/

THE HINDU
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“NDA rej
+ claim to CM

4
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE gl
1%

NEW DELH], Nov. 5. — Th
NDA today again rejected
Sibu Soren’s demand of head-
ing the first Jharkhand gov-
ernment after several meet-
ings between Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee and JMM-S leaders,
said NDA sources.

The consensus view of the
alliance was conveyed to Mr
Soren by Samata Party leader
Mr Digvijay Singh. Mr Soren
| said he would announce his
next step tomorrow.

With 12 MLAs in tow, Mr
Soren presented his case to the
Prime Minister yesterday.
Despite giving him a patient
hearing, Mr Vajpayee did not
commit anything and asked
the JMM-S chief to consult
NDA leaders, said sources.

The NDA convenor, Mr

U

Q- 2

hing

JMM-S opts out of NDA

NEW DELHI, Nov. 5. — The JMM-S tonight decided to sever
its ties with the NDA at the state level after the latter rejected
its demand for installing Mr Sibu Soren as the Chief Minister
of Jharkhand. The party declared that it would explore all pos-
gibilities of installing a non-NDA government. — UNI

George Fernandes, spoke to the
Prime Minister over phone and
apprised him of the latest situ-
ation today. Mr Soren main-
tains Mr Fernandes and his
Samata colleague, Mr Nitish
Kumar, had promised JMM-S
the CM post if Jharkhand came
into being, in lieu of JMM-S
support to Mr Kumar in his bid
for power in Bihar. There aren’t
too many takers for this claim
within the alliance as the NDA
government in Bihar had

resigned even before seeking a
confidence vote.

The BJP central leadership
has told Mr Soren that any-
thing other than the chief min-
ister’s post is negotiable and
that the NDA would appreciate
it if Mr Soren remained a part
of the alliance in Jharkhand.

The BJP is almost certain to
head the NDA government in
Ranchi. It has 32 MLAs; the
Samata Party has five and the
JD-U three. The NDA is also

W/
ecls Soren’s

st

assured of the support of
another five Independents in
the 81-member House.

Despite the efforts of Mr
Laloo Prasad Yadav and a sec:
tion of the Congress in Bihar
to win over the JMM-S and
make a bid for power, numbers
don’t favour a non-NDA gov-
ernment. o

Together, the JMM-S, the
Congress and the RJD have 32
MLAs, 10 short of an absolute
majority. Even if it is assumed
there will be large-scale horse
trading, the advantage will lie
with the formation which is
invited first to form the gov-
ernment. With Mr Prabhat
Kumar as the Governor-desig-
nate, there is hardly any doubt
on who will get the first call.

Wl

W Anxious wait for a
bloody swearing in: page 8
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.« Soren pulls out,
swears to become CM

By Qur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOv. 6. Having snapped
ties with the National Democratic
Alliance after it turned down sup-
port to form a government in the
new Jharkhand State, the Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha (Soren) today
asserted the party would come to
power with the backing of non-
NDA parties.

The JMM(S) chief, Mr. Shibu
Soren, said the party was deter-
mined to form the Government
and predicted that he would take
oath as Chief Minister on Novem-
ber 15, the day the State comes
into being.

Rejterating that tne NDA had
gone back on the promise to reci-
procate in lieu of the party’s sup-
port to Mr. Nitish Kumar when he
became the Chief Minister of Bi-
har, the JMM(S) chief accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party of acting in
a partisan manner. The BJP’s
claim to the chair for being the
single-largest party did not hold
water, he said.

“The NDA has committed grave
injustice with the JMM having
gone back on the promise to sup-
port the party’s candidature when
Jharkhand is formed,” he said.

Discounting the possibility of a
split in his 12-member party, Mr.
Soren asserted that with the nu-
merical strength of the non-NDA

B ey

The JMM ieader, Mr. Shibu
Soren, at a press conference in
New Delhi on Monday. —
Photo: V. Sudershan

allies, the JMM(S) would form the
government. On the contrary, he
claimed, there could be a division
in the BJP ranks since it had many
Adivasi MLAs.

In the 81-member House, the
Congress has 11 MLAs, the Rash-
triva Janata Dal nine, the CPI
three, UGDP and Independents
two each and the CPI-ML and
MCC one each. In the NDA camp,
the BJP has 32, the JD (U) five and
Samata Party three, which is two
short of simple majority.

Mr. Soren said the J]MM MLAs
were in touch with their counter-
parts in non-NDA parties and that
he would hold talks with the R]D
president, Mr. Laloo Prasad Ya-
dav, on reaching Patna. A meeting
of party MLAs will be held there
tomorrow. For the last two days,
the JMM leader was busy seeking
support. He met the NDA conven-
er, Mr. George Fernandes, and the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, on the issue.

Meanwhile, the Union Com-
munications Minister, Mr. Ram
Vilas Paswan, today asserted that
NDA alliance at the Centre was
stable and brushed aside Mr.
Soren’s claim on the Chief Minis-
ter’s post. Mr. Paswan said there
has to be a limit to the J]MM’s de-
mand and claimed the JD(U) had
to give up its right in favour of the
JMM(S) when the latter fielded a
candidate for the Rajya Sabha
earlier this year.

PTI reports:

The Defence Minister and Sa-
mata Party leader, Mr. George
Fernandes, regretted the decision
of Mr. Soren to withdraw from the
NDA but warned that nothing can
add up for him to become 3
Chief Minister. “Howeve

RJD, Cong\ma ch In: Page 15




Swami all set to be Uttaranchal CM

HT con'upondont

New Delhi, November 7 \A \’
SENIOR BJP leader Nityanand
Swami today emerged as the unani-
mous choice of PM A B Vajpayce
and Home Minister L K Advani to
be the first Chief Minister of the new
hill state of Uttaranchal, which
comes into existence at the stroke of
midnight tomorrow.

BJP legislators will meet in Dehra
Dun tomorrow to formally elect him
leader of the party beforc he takes

“oath as the Chief Minister. Mr

Advani, who played a crucial role in
the decision, will attend tomorrow's
function marking the setting up of
the new government at Dehra Dun.
The party's central leadership felt
that Mr Swami's candidature faced
the least resistance from local legista-
tors since he belonged to neither
Kumaon nor Garhwal but the crucial
plains’ region.

Mr Swami also fits the demand
made by the local leaders that the
new Chief Minister should be from
among the 11 MLAs and six council-
lors of the party from the hills or

from one of its three Lok Sabha and
one Rajya Sabha members.

Mr Swami, who has worked as a
Jan Sangh leader and later served in
the Congress before returning to the
BJP, is the chairman of the UP
Legislative Council. With the induc-
tion of LS member B C Khanduri,
who hails from Garhwal, as Union
Minister of State today, the decks are
cleared for Mr Swami to take over
the mantle of the Uttaranchal CM.

However, Mr Swami's elevation
will leave other "local" contenders
disappointed and might sow seed of

THE -
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disside \n the party. Those who
are llkelyrto be upset with the deci-
sion include UP Ministers Ramesh
Pokhriyal "Nishank” and Matbar
Singh Khandari, and BJP legislator
Kedar Singh, Union Minister of
State Bachi Singh Rawat, Lok Sabha
MP Manvendra Shah, and Rajya
Sabha MP Manohar Kant Dhyani.
The central BIP leadership had on
October 31 attempted to elicit the
views of BJP MPs and MLAs from
Uttararichal on the choice of the
interim CM but failed to work out a
consensus.




/wf Uttaran Jal is born

By C.K.‘Chandramochan

DEHRA DUN, NoV. 9. Uttaranchal — the 27th tate of
the Union — was born at the midnight hour konight
fulfilling the aspirations of nearly one crore people
across the hills of Uttar Pradesh and Hardwar dis-
trict.

The Akali leader and former Punjab Chief Minis-
ter, Mr. Surjeet Singh Barnala, was sworn in Gover-
nor of the new State shortly after midnight by the
acting Chief Justice of Uttaranchal, Mr. Justice A.A.
Desai. Immediately thereafter, Mr. Nityanand Swa-
mi was sworn in Chief Minister of the hill State amid
loud cheers from people who had thronged the Pa-
rade Ground braving the November chill.

The birth of the State was preceded by the unani-
mous election of Mr. Nityanand Swami as leader of
the Uttaranchal BJP Legislative Party, paving the
way for his taking over as the first Chief Minister.

The BJP Legislature Party meeting began around 5
p.m. at the Drona Hotel converted into a State guest
house-cum-MLAs’ hostel. During the meeting some
MLAs expressed concern over the hill people not

taking Mr. Swami’s chief ministership kindly as he
did not hail from the hills, These MLAs are said to be
supporters of Mr. Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank, a con-
tender for the top job. They were, however, pacified
by deft handling of the situation by the Union Hu-
man Resource Development Minister, Dr. Murli Ma-
nohar Joshi, the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, Mr.
Rajnath Singh and the Union Minister of State for
Surface Transport Maj Gen (retd) B. C. Khanduri.

Mr. Pyarelal Khandelwal and Wir. Kailash Joshi
were present as central observers. The meeting was
attended by all the 23 BJP MLAs. Mr Swami, whose
name was proposed by the Uttaranchal BJP presi-
dent, Mr. Bhagat Singh Koshiyari, was elected leader
of the Legislative party unanimously.

Later addressing reporters, Mr. Swami said he
would make serious efforts to get Uttaranchal ac-
corded the special status due to a hill State like other
Himalayan States at the earliest. Stress would be on
creating the necessary minimum infrastructure in
all remote villages so that people could make a de-
cent living nearer home.

Judges appointed: Page 11
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// Unreasons of State(;;g*

The BJP has summarily rejected Jharkhand Mukti Morcha }eader
Shibu Soren’s bid for chief ministership, opting instead for Union minis-
ter Babu Lal Marandi. So what’s new in all this? Nothing at all. We have
seen this over and over, except we are now supposedly in the coalition
era which favours decentralisation and federalism. Indeed, when our
founding fathers included Article 3 — which provides for the reorgani-
sation of states — in our Constitution, it was in the belief that this provi-
sion would not only underline the federal character of our Constitution;
the formation of smaller states was expected to result in greater decen-
tralisation which, in turn, would make for better governance. More im-
portantly, it was thought that smaller states would bring a greater num-
ber of marginalised minority groups — who may have lacked the numer-
ic strength to articulate their social, cultural and economic aspirations in
larger states — within the ambit of State action. Given this rationale it
wasn’t surprising in the least bit that after Independence, linguistic and
‘nativist’ movements took root ali over the country — including in Bi-
har’s Jharkhand region, in Madhya Pradesh’s Chattisgarh region, and in
Uttar Pradesh’s Uttarkhand region. The movements pressed for the up-
lift of these underdeveloped areas on the basis of the inherent ‘affirma-
tive’ tilt of the constitution. However recent events have established the&}
this logic is destined to-work well only on paper. \U o \',\ A

Today, when these movements have matured and three new states —
Uttarkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Jharkhand — have actyally been carved
out, it hight seem as if the vision set out in our Constitution has been ful-
filled. And that is, in fact, the tragedy. For the states might have become
smaller, but the writ that runs is that of the Centre. In Jharkhand, for ex-
ample, the BJP has sought to force upon the people a chief ministerial
candidate who is not acceptable to major state parties like the Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha, RJD, the members of the Maoist Communist Cen-
tre and some others who have pioneered the Jharkhand Movement. The
leaders of these state parties contend that the Centrist parties have bul-
lied them and hijacked their movement for short term political gain.
They claim that the people of the state do not identify with these Cen-
trist political parties who, they believe, have kept them out of govern-
ment and therefore the decision-making process. The story is repeated in
Chhattisgarh, where the Congress disregarded popular sentiment and
appointed as chief minister Ajit Jogi, a Congress party spokesman who
isn’t closely identified with the regional movement in Chhattisgarh. Ap-
parently Mr Jogi was preferred over other more worthy candidates be-
cause he was acceptable to the “party high command”. This practice —
where the Centre does not allow state party workers and state legislators
to elect or choose by consensus a leader of their own choice — not only
undermines the principle of democratic governance but it also defeats
the purpose of creating smaller states. Excluding the people of these re-
gions from the decision-making process is the best way to ensure that
their economic and social aspirations will forever remain a distant
dream. The people will continue to wage their struggle /mmept this
tin}e not so much against th\eCentre as against its agents. 7

—
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/| THE NDA’S WOES IN JHARKHAND

; —

THE LEADERS OF the ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) could not have bargained
for worse with the IMM(S) leader, Mr. Shibu
Soren, insisting that the BJP agree to make him
the Chief Minister or prepare itself for the even-
tuality of a Government of non-BJP parties in
the new Jharkhand State. With as many as 32
MLAs in the State Assembly with 81 members,
the BJP certainly is the largest party; and with
support assured from the five members of the
Samata Party and the three members elected on
the Janata Dal (United) ticket (all of them had
contested the February 2000 polls as a com-
bine) there was hardly any reason for the par-
ty’s leaders to even expect such serious trouble
in forming a Government of their own. But
then, as has been the case with the ruling com-
bine at various levels, Mr. George Fernandes, in
his capacity as convener of the NDA, seems to
have assured Mr. Soren of Chief Ministership of
the new State in exchange for the support he
had mustered to have Mr. Nitish Kumar as
Chief Minister of Bihar soon after the Assembly
elections. And it was this assurance that must
have given the JMM(S) with just 12 MLAs the
hope of ruling the State as and when it was
formed. The developments in Ranchi, indeed,
are nothing but a case of obsessive concern for
self-preservation, rather than any ideological
unity guiding political alliances, taking its toll.

The JMM in particular and the various oth-
er platforms in the region that claim to repre-
sent the tause of the tribals are, at this stage,
only a pale shadow of what they were in the
past. The indulgence of the leaders of these
groups in brokering deals — the involvement of
the MPs who belonged at that time to the JMM
in the murky affairs in the context of the July
1993 ho-confidence motion against the P. V.
Nargsimha Rao Government for instance — be-
ing the cause they claimed to represent had

considerably eroded the JMM's support base in
recent times. That the party, which had in the
not-so-distant past held complete sway over
the electoral politics in the region, has now
been reduced to just a dozen MLAs with not
even a single member in the Lok Sabha is only
an illustration of the extent of anger the tribals
have shown against such leaders as Mr. Soren.
And the declaration by Mr. Soren now to the
effect that he was not averse to taking support
wherever it came from as long as he could be-
come the Chief Minister of the new State only
shows his inability or rather refusal to learn les-

sons from his own past deeds. ﬁ?’ﬂ/ % W

Be that as it may, the confidehce exuded by
the BJP leaders — that the JMM(S) must pre-
pare itself to sit in the Opposition if Mr. Soren
refused to accept a BJP-led Government — can- |
not but suggest that the party is confident thatit
will have a durable majority in the State As- °
sembly. On the face of it, the BJP cannot man-
age the numbers without effecting a split in any
one of the parties opposed to it; it could be the
Congress, whose MLAs cannot otherwise ex-
pect ministerial positions in the new State un-
less there is a repeat of the Bihar experiment
where the RJD along with the Congress manag-
es the numbers. Given the brazen manner in
which parties and their leaders have placed
ministerial-office-at-all-costs high on their
agenda, the turn of events in Ranchi is certainly
a cause for concern. All these cannot but have
an adverse effect on the governance of the new
State; withdrawal of the administrative machin-
ery and corruption at all levels have, even oth-
erwise, taken a heavy toll on the polity in the
region and this certainly is among the reasons
for most parts of the new State becoming a
haven for left-extreme groups. And the murky
developments in Ranchi are certainly a cause
for concern.




Benied Jharkhang/CM’s ‘efvair
‘Munda deolmes mlnlster post

SHARAD GUPTA

o
NEW DELHI, Nov 7 & D % )

INCENSED at being denied
the post of Jharkhand chief minis-
ter, BJP vice president Karia
Munda, today refused to join the
Union Cabinet as Minister of
State, overshadowing induction of
Uma Bharti and Bhuwan Chand
Khanduri.

Munda’s name along with that
of Khanduri, was announced by
the Prime Minister’s Office to be
sworn in today as MoS. Munda re-
fused to attend the swearing in cer-
emony saying he needed more

time tothink. %

* Munda was app
over the manner in Wthh pa:ty
had undermined his seniority. He
served as MoS in Morarji Desai
Cabinet in 1977 and was inducted
as Cabinet Minister for Environ-
ment and Forests during Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee’s 13-day Govern-
ment in 1996. “If the party could
not appoint him as Jharkhand
chief minister, he should at least
have been inducted as cabinet
minister in the Union Cabinet”,
said one his close aides.

Munda’s agony was further ag-
gravated due to resignation of a

\Amch younger Jharkhand leader,

Babu Lal Marandi, the Union

ister of State for Environment
and Forests, last night thereby
making him a certain candidate for
the top siot in Jharkhand.

BJP sources claim that
Marandi was a natural choice for
Jharkhand chief minister after ma-
jority of BJP MLAs from the pro-
posed state, favoured him over
Munda. But, a senior BJP leader
who was plumping for Munda, is
learnt to have advised him to de-
cline the cabinet berth.

“We acted in haste without

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
2
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THE MCC MENACE
¥vYe Who will rule Jharkhand? (\:

HE principal threat to any government that is instaNed in

than Sibu Soren’s JMM, primarily because its tie-up with
RJD would ensure the continuation of the kind of “so
patronage the MCC has enjoyed some say from Laloo Yadav
himself. The extent of the MCC’s sway over southern Bihar
can be gauged from the fact that, according to the police, it

! has a parallel government in five districts, a significant pres-

ence in 9 others and can put its own men in the legislature
from 32 out of 81 constituencies. Police stations lie unmanned
because villagers take their complaints to the MCC, primary
services like health and education are rendered with the
cooperation of its cadres and “taxes” to the tune of Rs 30 to 40
crores are extorted annually. Recently a group of policemen
refused to take up position in a village unless their strength
was increased, such is the dread the organisation inspires
among those who are supposed to enforce the law. The abdi-
cation by the state of its fundamental duties towards the cit-
izen, characteristic of Laloo raj all over Bihar, is much more
pronounced in Jharkhand.

The BJP chief minister-designate, Babulal Marandi, who is
on the MCC’s hit list, talks about development, but it should
be clear to everyone that the law and order problem has to be |
tackled separately. There can be no development where the
basic machinery of the administration lies paralysed or is
usurped by the ultra-Left. It is in this context that Shibu
Soren’s threat of joining hands with the MCC and the PWG
to disrupt the working of the first government of Jharkhand
state is reprehensible. How can one hope to be chief minister
if one collaborates with those who have dedicated themselves
to subvert all recognised authority? What is needed in
Jharkhand, and indeed in some areas of Bihar, is a counter-
insurgency operation similar to the ones that have been car-
ried out in Punjab and the Northeast, aimed specifically at
isolating the extremists. It must be recognised that oppres-
sion is a far more powerful justification for armed revolt than
ethnic or national pride. In no circumstances should, the
MCC’s potential for damage be underestimated; they”have
the men and the resources and can strike at will.



Soren sees himsel

claims su 7/port of 41 MLAs

New Dethi s K\/
8 NOVEMBER N

TTH BARELY a week to
go before formation of
Jharkhand, BJP grap-.

pled with the issue of chief minisf
tership of the new state while
JMM-S announced on Wednesday
its bid to form the first govern-
ment in the tribal region.

JMM:-S chief Sibu Soren, who
pulled out of NDA on denial of
chief ministership to him, said in’
Patna he was confident of getting
the support of 41 MLAs and
would form the first government
in Jharkhand with the help of
RID, Congress and Left parties.

BJP, which, alongwith allies
Samata Party and JD(U) has sup-
port of 40 MLAs, also claimed
support of at least two indepen-
dents for a majority in the 81-
member House but has a difficult

task on hand in choosing between |

two senior leaders from the
region, Babulal Marandi and

Karia Munda, to head the govern-
ment.

apparently to head the NDA gov-

Tuesdya unhappy over the choice.
Party  spokesman

still wide open” while party lead-

leaving “the party at any cost”.
Soren said he had

CPI, CPI-ML (Liberation), Marxist
Coordination Centre (MCC).

“] am meeting the MLAs

inividually to impess upon them
to have their own ministry o ful-
fil the aspirations of Jharkhand
people...I am confident of provid-
ing a stable and effective govern-

i be installed in
Marandi resigned from the { Jharkhand, |is
Union ministry on November 6 |
i whether it
ernment, but, Munda refused to i
join the Vajpayee government on !
i not. Hence, the
Jana i
Krishnamurthy said the issue of :
Jharkhand chief ministership “is !
i “situation was still fluid” and the
er J.P. Mathur ruled out Munda

ment,” he said. —PTI

'as CM,

Cong in a dilemma

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI B NOVEMBER

WARE OF the vulnerabil-

ity of its flock in

Jharkhand as well as con-
scious of the impact of aligning
with the tainted JMM in any joint
venture, the Congress is facing a
difficult dilemma in the tribal
state, which is set to come into
existence on November 15.
The party, which
will have 11
MLAs in the new
state and must
play a key role in
the JMM’s
scheme of things
if a non-NDA
government is to

still undecided

should back Mr
Shibu Soren or

party on
Wednesday responded back with
the standard response that the

party was keeping all its options

i open.
also :
received ‘positive response’ from

The hesitation on the
Congress’ part rests on two
major factors. For one, the party
is clearly reluc-tant to join hands
with the JMM, given the recent

! court judgment in the MPs

bribery case and their association
with corruption. The party had
had to deftly manoeuvre itself
after its former president and
then Prime Minister PV

Sonia: Tough choice

\\\Bver courting JMM

Narasimba Rao too was implicat-
ed in the case.

Secondly, there is also a view
within the party that rather than
assist the JMM in coming to
power, it should try and work to
strengthen its base in the new
state. In the absence of a third
credible force and the party’s
sizeable support base in the
region, party circles contended
that the Congress
was in a clear
position to
emerge as the
primary rival to
the BIP there.

However,
party  circles
admitted that it
was not as easy
to remain aloof
from the JMM.
j Since the BIP,
even after the
exit of the JIMM
from the NDA
fold, is short of
majority by a slender margin, the
Congress MLAs are most suscep-
tible to poaching by the BJP.

Allits 11 MLAs are ministers
in the Rabri Devi government in
Bihar at present and the
prospects of continuing in a simi-
lar capacity in Jharkhand would
certainly be an enticing proposi-
tion.

The MLAs, most of whom
were staunchly anti-Laloo, had
come around to supporting the
RID at the time of government

formation in Bihar only on the
promise of ministerial berths./
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DREAM COME TRUE-I

HERE is a report that
the Jharkhand state will
be born on the birthday
of Birsa Munda (15 November)
and the new Assembly and the
secretariat will start function-
ing from the Lenin Hall of
Heavy Engineering Corpo-
ration at Ranchi. This coinci-
dence or combination is signif-
icant. Is Birsa to Lenin the
path this young tribal state
will adopt for its
emergence? v
Whatever it may |
be, the birth of
Jharkhand after a
Iong struggle of}
more than 50 years
is being hailed with
great enthusiasm
in the area. Many
hopes have been
created. Jubilant
tribals are moving
everywhere even
without knowing |
what exactly they |
have got. Though
many have rushed
to claim credit, the
birth of this new
state is due to the
long struggle and
sacrifices of many
who passed away |
unheard and un-
sung with a dream for the
future.
The vast mineral-rich area in
the heartland of India with its
plains and plateaus, hills and

jungles is known as Jhar
khand. ' Lg /\)/Q)Fv
TRI&LSW

It is good that the attempt to
rename it Vananchal has been
given up accepting an amend-
ment in Parliament. The origi-

~, nal demand included 18 dis-
! tricts of Bihar (79,632 sq km),
three districts of West Bengal

(26,546 sq km), four districts of
Orissa (45,897 sq km) and two
districts of Madhya Pradesh
(31,247 sq km) with a popula-
tion of about four crores.

The demand had its historic
roots in the South West Fron-
tier Agency formed by the
British in 1833 clubbing all
these areas with Chhotonag-

| pur as a single unit with its
headquarters at Hazaribagh.
However, the present Jhar-
hand state is from the portion
of Bihar only. It has a popula-
tion of 2.14 crore of which
27.67 per cent are tribals, 15
per cent Harijans and 40 per
cent other backward castes.
According to the Indian Bu-
reau of Mines (1992), Jhar-
khand contains 32.35 per cent
of Indian coal, 23.32 per cent of
iron ore, 33.85 per cent copper,
46.55 per cent mica. Although
it is among the richest zones in
India, it is inhabited by the
poorest people. Darkness un-
der light is Jharkhand.
Though now all communities

The author is former member
of Parliament.

By AKROY

are campaigning for Jhar-
khand, the tribals remained
ahead in struggle. So the claim
to have a tribal as chief minis-
ter has a moral basis. The
Tilka Manjhi (1784), the Ho
revolt (1820), the Kol insurrec-
tion (1832), the Santhal rebel-
lion (1855) and the Birsa
movement (1900) were the

Jharkh\% Will Force A Social Revolution

To meet the challenge of cre-
ating a new state, some les-
sons have to be drawn from the
ups and downs of the
Jharkhand movement. First,
the feeling of Jharkhand is so
strong that no manipulation
from the top can control it.
Even if all leaders are bought,
the movement is reborn in
another form. At present the
Jharkhand parties are weak
but not so the
Jharkhand senti-
ment, It is the pres-
sure from the bot-
tom that forced
national parties
like BJP and
Congress to form
this new state to
survive politically
in the area. It
may be remem-
bered that the BJP
{ could not make
much head way till
it included the
making of a sepa-

C:pgwﬁpﬂ'ﬁ,«a #

most notable phases in history.

Marx in his notes on Indian

history mentioned “outbreak of

santals which could only be
. put down after seven months’
guerrilla warfare in February
1856".

The demand for a separate
state of Jharkhand was raised
after Independence by the trib-
al leader dJaipal Singh who
submitted a memorandum to
this effect before the State
Reorganisation Committee in

</ 1955. A second memorandum

was given to the Prime Minis-
ter in/1973 by the Jharkhand
Party leader, NE Horo, and
the third by the Jharkhand
Coordination Committee lead-
er, BP Keshori, in 1989 to the
President.

REBIRTH

However, a qualitative
change came to the Jharkhand
movement with the formation
of Jharkhand Mukti Morcha in
-1972 in Dhanbad which not
only added the non-tribals to
the movement but also the
working class of the industrial
belt mostly from outside pro-
jecting a socialist ideology and
adopting a programme of ex-

Lploitation-free Jharkhand as

the goal. Sibu Soren emerged
as the leader through this
organisation. At that time the
struggle of Vietnam was at its
peak under the banner of Nat-
ional Liberation Front which
inspired the naming of this
organisation. It may be noted
that tribal insurgency being
the base of Jharkhand, the
concept of liberation of the peo-
ple is interlined with that of
separation of the area.

rate gtate (Vanan-
chal) in its pro-
gramme. The Con-
gress faltered and
thus failed to the
race. So this feeling
must be under-
stood as this is the
driving force behind the new
Jharkhand,

Similarly, there are some
genuine problems in creating
the Jharkhand state for which
the struggle took such a long
time to attain its goal.

BOUNDARIES

These problems also have to
be properly understood. Jhar-
khand is not a tribal phenome-
non though the tribals consti-
tute the most important ingre-
dient. It is definitely not a
secessionist movement nor a
regional issue to be solved by
creating smaller states.

The boundaries of the states
got changed several times
before in this area. In 1912
Bihar-Orissa was separated
from Bengal, in 1937 Orissa
from Bihar and 1956 Purulia
from Bihar.

What is taking place in 2000
is different from all this.
Jharkhand was a milch cow for

Bihar and it benefited more by |

preserving the feudal order '

where neither agriculture
could develop in the north
nor could industries remain
healthy in the south. And so

Bihar with Jharkhand re-

mained the poorest state in
India.

Separation will force a social
revolution unleashing a pro-
ductive force that will help
both. The separation of Maha-
rashtra and Gujarat, Punjab
and Haryana did not hamper
progress and, on the contrary,
accelerated the pace of pro-

gress. Why should it not hap- ;

pen here?

{To be concluded)



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2000

UTTARANCHAL: INDIA’S 27th STATE

/

THE FORMATION, AT long last, of a separate
State — Uttaranchal — consisting of the hill
regions of Uttar Pradesh is certainly a fruitful
culmination of the long agitation carried out by
the people of the region. The movement during
which the men and women from the hill dis-
tricts were even willing to confront the armed
might of the state — leading to loss of lives at
times — was only reflective of the extent to
which the civil and political administration in
Uttar Pradesh had remained insensitive to the
needs of the people. It is a fact that most parts
of the new State were left to remain backward
(even if it was unint2ntional) by the successive
Governments in Uttar Pradesh leading to the
alienation of the people there from all aspects
of the Uttar Pradesh political culture. This took
place despite such leaders as Govind Ballabh
Pant, Mr. K. C. Pant and Mr. N. D. Tiwari dom-
inating the political discourse for a long time.
And for this very reason, there is bound to be a
lot of expectation among the masses in the re-
gion from the new Government; after all, they
do not have to wait endlessly, as they had to do
all these years, on the officials and their politi-
cal masters in faraway Lucknow for decisions
pertaining to the problems faced in the hill re-
gions.

A

This factor — the years 0?* neglect)\ of
aspirations of the people in the hills — assums
importance even now. And the formation of
new State alone cannot serve the cause unles
those at the helm — Mr. Nityanand Swarni and
the team he will constitute — decide to address
the task of governance in real earnest. The fact
that the region had suffered for long for want of
any concerted efforts at development leaves ve-
ry little scope for raising resources from within
for the new State Government; and hence, the

new dispensation in Dehradun will have to de-
pend on financial assistance from the Centre in
a big way. The inclusion of the terai region —
Udham Singh Nagar — in the new State despite
the objection to the idea from the Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) cannot but bring cheer to the
people in the hills. After all, there is no other
part in the State with a stable agrarian base.
This, however, is only small solace. The dis-
affection among the hill people against the suc-
cessive Governments in Uttar Pradesh was,
after all, not caused by any scarcity of food-
grains. Apart from the manufacturing units set
up by the various Public Sector Undertakings
situated in the foothills, the new State can hard-
ly boast of any industrial base at the moment.

The composition of the State Assembly
(provisional) assumes some importance in this
context. Unlike in Jharkhand and in Chattis-
garh, the provisional Assembly in Uttaranchal
consists of hardly any opposition. With as many
as 23 MLAs in the 31-strong provisional As-
sembly, the ruling party may be tempted to take
things easy but it can do so only at its peril. And
unlike in the two other new States, the political
discourse in Uttaranchal will soon get into the
election mode. As it is, elections are due along
with the Assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh in
a year; and this leaves very little time for Mr.
Swami and his new Cabinet. Meanwhile, there
are reports about resentment within the BJP,
particularly among those who belong to the Ku-
maon-Garwhal region, on the ground that Mr.
Swami is not one among them. And given the
experience in several other States — the spectre
of dissidence and faction feuds — one can
hardly rule out the possibility of feuds within
the legislature party. It should be the endeavour
of all to spare the new State of instability/ /
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DREAM COME

| are of different ori-

' Ho,

o\

TRUE-II

How Lenin Is Relevant To Jharkhand-

HARKHAND is not a

Mizoram or Nagaland, not

only because of its vast-
ness but because of its compo-
sition. Jharkhand is a mini
India or more correctly a con-
centrated India. It has hills
and plains, fields and jungles
with a variety of people living
together for ages, unshaken by
history and undisturbed by
politics till recently. No single
community, language and re-
ligion dominates.
Even the tribals

gings — Santhal,
the Munda
Australoid variety |
and Oraon Dravi- |
dian.

There are primi-
tive tribals like
Birhors, Pahadias
now on the way to
extinction. Being
an industrial belt
there are workers
from all parts of
the country. In the
midst of all this
diversity, there is
unity and that is
Jharkhand. All the
people here feel
exploited and dis- |
criminated. It is an |
“internal colony” “
where everyone wants to be-
come “free”. Tt is this longing
that unites all.

CULTURAL UNITY

In the stormy days of the sev-
enties, this writer was startled

. when a minor fighting the
' mafia along with tribals asked

why there should not be a
Jharkhand in Allahabad since
they were also exploiters and
oppressors. This is the spirit of
Jharkhand which made Dhan-
bad, a colliery area with less
than five per cent tribals, the
bastion of the Jharkhand
movement.

This is not all. One of the
memoranda justifying Jhar-
khand referred to its “historic
characteristics and cultural
unity now fading away due to
internal colonisation”. But this
unity is not static. It may move

. in one of two ways: it may

flourish by cultivating the
binding forces or perish by
weakening them. In which
way it will move will depend
on the nature of politics. With
both the trends Jharkhand is
not a developed nationality
already existing and only to be
incorporated in a state but a
developing society to be nour-
ished and guided in that direc-
tion. What kind of politics and
philosophy can do that? De-

. finitely not the existing one

prevailing in the country in
which communalism and cast-
eism affect unity and integrity.
This has started infecting
Jharkhand where local mini-
mafias have appeared.

The making of Jharkhand
involves two tasks: struggle
and construction. The struggle
is against divisive forces and
the construction of the new
state. What is the divisive
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unity of Jharkhand societyjand
its emancipation as a cohefent
entity? It is the mercantile
capitalism which turns society
into a market constantly gen-
erating disaffection along with
lust of power, acquisitiveness
and consumerism.

It may be noted that capital-
ism in the beginning after
industrial revolution devel-

oped a centripetal force dis-
solving petty particularisms of
the feudal era and created a
nation state. But this same
capitalism in this era of mar-
ket economy is generating a
centrifugal force tearing even
established nationis and the
states as the new scenario of
the erstwhile Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe, in particular
Yugoslavia, present. The de-
valued nationalism is no more
a binding force after the local
capitalists have lost their anti-
imperialist character being an
appendage of the multination-
al corporations as manifested
in the New Economic Policy.

SOCIALISM

So the only binding force is
socialism and it is the dilution
of the socialist content of our
politics that has given rise to
divisive forces in the country.
When Lenin supported the
demand of separate Ukraine
state, the Russian rulers
accused him of supporting sep-
aratism to which Lenin re-
plied: “if the Ukrainians find a
Soviet Republic they will not
cut away, if they find a capital-
ist one, they will”.

History has vindicated Lenin.
Under socialism, Russia re-
mained one with its 15 sover-
eign republics, 20 autonomous
republics, eight autonomous
regions and 10 autonomous
areas but now is torn asunder
with the return of capitalism.
With self becoming supreme
and the strong swallowing the
weak, can different social
groups remain united? The
answer is “no” for Russia, “no”
for India and “no” for Jhar-
khand.

The real enemy of Jharkhand
which delayed its formation

is the capitalist motivation of
the exploitative svstem. So the
future of Jharkhand is con-
nected with the change of this
exploitative system by assert-
ing socialist values in politics.
It is here that Lenin becomes
relevant to Jharkhand.

Now a controversy has been
created over who will be the
Chief Minister of Jharkhand
while the debate should have
been on “how to build Jhar-
khand”, whether
from the top by
inviting  foreign
capital and the
multinationals or
from the bottom
utilising  indige-
nous  resources,
both natural and
human, available
1in the region? As
| the strength of the
2 Jharkhand feeling
is at the bottom
connected with its
land, water and
.| forest providing the
‘| social energy for
{ construction, the
| building of Jhar-
| khand should defi-
nitely be from the
bottom. It may be
noted that Jhar-
khand is rich not
only in minerals but also in
human quality. Common
Jharkhandis have some basic
honesty, skill and work culture
that can be an asset for build-
ing any state.

CAPITAL

Character is the most pre-
cious element of Jharkhand
provided that can be pre-
served, raising a social and
moral wall (like tariff wall)
around it banishing all alien

culture. There is talk of at- '

tracting capital to Jharkhand
while capital is lying idle here
without any work order. Even
technical manpower, scientists
in research institutes are with-
out work. In the new state of
Jharkhand, the first task
would be to form a new plan-
ning board to put forward an
alternative line of develop-
ment using all the characteris-
tics of the region.

Jharkhand has everything
what it needs a new philoso-
phy to activate, motivate and
inspire to produce results.
Jharkhand can be built not by
money but by correct ideas
which would evolve combining
the social spirit of Birsa and
the socialist ideology of Lenin,
while mercantile capitalism
will create “infantile disorder”
for the new state marking it a
Jhagra Khand and hunting
ground of all form of unscrupu-
lous elements. A stress on
socialist ideology augmenting
social values already existing

in Jharkhand following the °

path of Birsa to Lenin can
transform it even under the
present constitution into a
number one state in India
showing a new model of eman-
cipation for the rest of the
country.

|

force that is threatening the and will delay its construction ( Concludﬁ l
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SORN INUNCERTAINTY

ejf\so Inauspicious signals for Jharkhand ¢f\\

o
OR the new state of Jharkhand which is seen to be the fl-
filment of a dream dating back nearly 100 years, the cu

rent uncertainty over who will head the government on 1

November is an inauspicious start. The date for the swearing

in was fixed keeping in mind the birth anniversary of Birsa

Munda who had led the tribals in a heroic struggle but died

at an early age. If the name still inspires the tribals who have

felt deprived by successive governments since Independence,
the hopes are mixed with confusion as political parties are
into the act of seeing how much of the spoils they can grab.

This includes improbables like the Congress which will have

only 11 seats in the new 81-member assembly but still imag-

ines it can tilt the scales and in the process claim a position
of advantage for itself. The claim is preposterous but that is
the very nature of how politics is played in Bihar. While the

Congress is virtually an adjunct of the RJD, Sibu Soren puts

himself up for sale saying he is ready to side with anyone who

makes him chief minister, forget the Supreme Court verdict
in the JMM bribery case. Or the fact that Laloo Yadav had
used him as a pawn all these years and now sounds accom-
modating only to retain a hand in the new administration.
The BJP cannot escape the responsibility for this uncer-
tainty either. With 32 seats in the new House and allies who
are none too dependable, it claims a majority of barely one in
the new House. The last thing it can afford at this stage is an
internal battle for chief ministership. But that is exactly
what is taking place as Babulal Marandi heads the race with
blessings from the leadership while Karia Munda sulks. The

BJP has the onerous task of justifying the faith the tribals

have placed in them in the last elections after their bitter

experience with the Soren faction of the JMM. But develop-

ment cannot get off the ground if the new state starts with a

struggle for survival in the face of external and internal pres-

sures. One can only hope that the Prime Minister will inter-

vene so that the transition to a new era can be peaceful a

full of promise. Will all selfish politicians, Sibu Soren beihg

the foremost example, kindly disappear from sight?

THE STATESMARN
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Left Cannot Ignore Kamtapuri Uprising

i FEW days ago, two
‘ school headmasters,

Netai Das and Subash
Sarkar were shot dead by
activists of the Kamtapuri
Liberation Organisation. Netai
Das was the headmaster of
Dhupguri School and a member
of the CPI-M zonal committee;
Sarkar was headmaster of
Malbazar School and a member
of the district committee of the
CPI-M. The killers used sten-
guns and retreated through
wooded areas towards Cooch
Behar on motorcycles. The CPI-
M reacted in the usual manner.
There was a districtwide
“pbandh”. Only the SFI and
DYF were active.
They attacked and
ransacked the Mai-
naguri police station
and the one at
Dhupguri.

Siliguri was also
affected, as was trav-
elling south to Cal-
cutta. A tea group P&
representative told |
this writer that such
local bandhs are fre-
quent and often stop
despatch of tea. It is, |
therefore, necessary
to tell the other areas
in West Bengal and

By RANJIT GUPTA

Assam. These labourers moved
with their women and estab-
lished villages around the plan-
tations. Such facile availability
made tea owning easy for the
British merchants with money
to invest.

These. labourers came to be
known as “modesins”. They did
not hurt the autochthons, the
trans-Teesta Bahes who were
not interested in working for
other people’s tea in conditions
of great rigour. What fright-
ened both the Bahes and
Bhatias away from tea was
malaria and “black water

changed, the autochthons were
threatened by numbers and
higher areas of economy and
culture were barred to them.
This was done very democrat-
ically. It will have been noted
that the two murdered CPI.-M
leaders are headmasters of
schools. This, for the party, is a
very important matter. The
CPI-M leader as the head of a
school is to ensure that teach-
ers and clerks of the required
political tilt are available as
presiding and polling officers
during parliamentary and
assembly polls. It has to be
borne in mind that in these
elections right people of the
Left parties are to
be elected. These
schools have to pro-
vide such supervisory
personnel for rural
democracy, for pan-
chayat polls and for
electing the
Sabhadhipati. The
murdered leaders had
a vital role to play.
The KLO, however,
heard the right noises
from their own breed
— the Koch and the
Mech tribes and the
cousinly tribe of the
Bodos. The Bodos are

India who the KLO
are, why they are killing lead-

ing members of the local CPI-M "

in North Bengal and how is it
that they are well armed and
equipped.

HISTORY

The Kamtapuri Liberation
Organisation wants a state for
themselves. Ethnically, they
consist of the Koch and Mech
tribes of Cooch Behar who are
not different from the Rajban-
shis of Jalpaiguri. Altogether
they are known as the Bahes of

| the North of Jalpaiguri and

Cooch Behar districts. Opposed
to the Bahes there are migrant
Bengalis in the region. These
Bengalis are called “Bhatias”
as they are known to come
from the South, the land of the
ebbing rivers (bhate in Bengali
means ebb tide).

The migration has been going
on for ages but in a trickle. To
the East Bengal “bhadralok”
class, the North did not appear
to be attractive. Darjeeling was
too cold, Jalpsiguri, particular-
ly the Dooars, too wild. True,
more than 150 tea estates have
been planted there; the tea of
the eastern Dooars and that of
the Chulsa Hills are much in
demand. There is a lot of
money in tea but mainly for the
owners and the retailers. The
tea estates are labour intensive
but the bhadralok would lose
his “caste” in accepting paid
physical chores. It is the avail-
ability of migrant labour force
from the rising and barren land
of the Orissa hills and the
Chhotanagpur plateau which

 has made plantations possi-

ble. This labour force consisted
of the Santhals and other
Adivasi tribes who have always
been on the move in search of
living. Then there are “dalals”
for indentured Adivasis for the
tea gardens in Jalpaiguri and

The author is former Inspector-
General of Police, West Bengal.

fever”, now stamped out of the
area by recent medical develop-
ments. The Rajbanshis were
happy with their peasant econ-
omy; the life with the rice and
cattle around was easy.

This was the situation until
the tide of refugees from East
Pakistan hit West Bengal and
Assam. In the district of Jal-
paiguri and Cooch Behar the
migrants poured in. The Hindu
“bhadraloks” packed up their
ideologies, politics and culture
and ran from communal vio-
lence into Jalpaiguri, Siliguri
and Cooch Behar areas.

The guru of the Naxalites,
Charu Mazumdar came. The
other apostles of rural violence
came — Kanu Sanyal, Biren
Bose and Souren Bose. In east-
ern Dooars came Ndnj Bhat-
tacharya and other leaders of
the Revolutionary Socialist
Party (which by then was a
Marxist Party).

VITAL ROLE

They, however, did not per-
turb the Bahes. Charu and his
associates had their knives out
for the jotedars and big farmers
only, which the Rajbangshi
peasant was not. The RSP had
their guns aimed at the planta-
tion economy.

But the migration of the
fifties and its consequences has
threatened the Bahe society
and economy. The second and
third generation Bhatia mig-
rants, harassed and desta-
bilised, accepted the CPI-M
ideology and supplied their
“cadres”. In return, they had
priority for employment in edu-
cational institutions, in med-
ical services and technical edu-
cation. The Rajbangshi forced
by population pressure to wake
up from their bucolic dreams,
found all doors closed against
them and their children, in the
areas of development profes-

sions. Not merely the demo- -

graphic character of the region

» spread from the east
of Cooch Behar to Assam. The
areas around the Sankosh
River and the Bhutan border
are not unfriendly. The Bodos
from these areas keep the
Kam-tapuris well supplied with
stenguns and motorcycles.
When the Kamtapuris are
under pressure, they take shel-
ter in Cooch Behar and on the
Bhutan border.

ULFA MODEL

This was not the first time
that the Kamtapuris killed in
Jalpaiguri. When the hue and
cry dies down, they plan once
again a sortie through the jun-
gle paths to the western areas.
They have a big hit list of CPI-
M leaders. This will be a very
unpleasant experience for Mr
Jyoti Basu. The party has
already lost Darjeeling in the
North. The state government
cannot just wish away the
KLO. The human, political and
physical geographies existing
in the North do not portend a
happy time for the party in
power.

The Kamtapuris have the
ULFA model for their political
course and their mistakes to
learn from. They have now a
Students’ Front. They have a
periodical to publish their polit-
ical thinking. They have no
script. They publish their pro-
paganda literature in a Bengali
dialect, closer to mainstream
Bengali speech than the dial-
ects of the far Eastern Bengal.

Had the CPI-M accepted eth-
nic and cultural varieties in the
state as real, they would not
have had problems like GNLF
separatism and Kamtapuris
raising their banners. Very
recently, they held in Siliguri a
large hostile demonstration
when deputy chief minister, Mr
Buddhadev Bhattacharya visit-

ed the town. Reports of such -

demonstration and political
assassination merely addtya
panic of the bhadralok. /




Congress snubs Soren,
NDA set to fo m Govt

HT Correspondents
Ranchi/New Delhi, November 13

E NATIONAL Democratic

I Alliance is all set to form the first

government of Jharkhand under the

leadership of Dumka MP and former

Union Minister of State Babulal Marandi,

who is likely to be sworn in as Chief
Minister soon after Tuesday midnight.

Mr Marandi's name is expected to be
formally announced soon after the NDA |
legislators' meeting on Tuesday afternoon.
This meeting will be preceded by a meet-
ing of BIP legislators, where Mr Marandi *
is slated to be elected leader.

Shibu Soren's plans to form a non-NDA

Babulal Marandi

% g S
Gomantak emocratic Party e as a
shot in the arm of the alliance today. With
this, its strength has swelled to 42 in the 81
member House.

The NDA has finally emerged as the
biggest group in the new Assembly, and
the BIP as the single largest party, with 32
MLAs. This will give Governor- Prabhat
Kumar, likely to be sworn in mihutes
before the Chief Minister, sufficient
grounds to invite the NDA leader to ta.ke
oath as Chief Minister.

Mr Mahato and Ms Manjhi said they
were joining the NDA "on the invitation of
Mr Marandi who will be the first Chief
Minister of Jharkhand". The formation of

government, however, suffered a death-
blow today with the Congress Working
Committee (CWC) deciding not to sup-
port any group for the formation of
Jharkhand Government. Soren, who |
walked out of the NDA after being |
rebuffed by the BJP, had been holding
consultations with the State Congress
leaders in the hope of getting the party's
support. ’

The CWC, which met with Mrs Sonia
Gandhi in the chair, adopted a resolution
stating that "in view of the fact that no sta-
ble Government can be constituted in the
State since the number of MLAs are
equally divided, we should not support any
group to form the Government in Jharkhand."

The decision of two Independent legistators Sudesh
Mahato and Joba Manjhi to form a group and join the
NDA as its constituent under the banner of All
Jharkhand Students' Union-supported United

Shibu Soren

y @ group, they said, was necessary for
ensuring that the NDA Government
remained stable.

Although the BJP remained tlght-hpped
about the chances of Khunti MP Karia
| Munda becoming the Chief Minister, it is
4 unlikely that Mr Munda will attend either
El the NDA meeting or the swearing-in cere-

‘] mony here on Tuesday. .

Sources at his official residence in Delhi !
told The Hindustan Times that Mr Munda
was unwell and was unlikely to be in
Ranchi on Tuesday.

Senior BJP leader and party vice-presi-
dent Kailashpati Mishra said the
announcement on the Chief Minister-des-
ignate would be made soon after the NDA
meeting tomorrow.

“There is no confusion in the BIJP over the Chief
Minister's name. Today the NDA has 42 MLAs, but by
the time the Council of Ministers is formed -our
strength will not be less than 50," Mr Mishra said /
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\'>\ By K. Balchand

RANCHI, NOV. 14. His grave says it all.
A mute testimony of the man and
the lot of ¥he tribals in general. It is
truly that of an unsung hero with-
out even an epitaph.

The grave is that of the hockey
wizard, Jaipal Singh Munda, the
tribal who successfully led the
country to its maiden Olympic gold
medal in 1928 and one who identi-
fied himself with the tribal aspira-
tion for self rule in recent times by
jumping into politics in 1938.

Ahuge stone slab is all that forms
his samadhi reminding that his
body had been buried in his native
village of Takra along side that of
his mother and below that of his
father. His ancestral mud house
has crumbled too.

The village that once was a hub
of political activity that sought to
shape the destiny of the tribals and
the plateau region, now finds itself
tucked away in the remoteness of
the plateau and a shorn forest,

While the parties of the Jhark-
hand region have forgotten the
contributions of the man who
brought laurels for the country, the
villagers still remember him with
warmth and respect. The tribals of
this village want that the first Chief
Minister of the new State should be
one who was associated with the
movement spearheaded by their
leader.

Jaipal Singh had launched the
Adivasi Mahasabha, who was later
converted into the Jharkhand Par-
ty. Simon Munda said that by not
doing so, they are simply forgetting
Jaipal Singh. According to Simon

¢ A village remembers the

:yﬁsung hero of Jharkhand

JHARKHAND STATE

DateolFarmmn Nov. 15 000
Am 78, 714 80, ko,
P mon 21Bmdms

Munda, the JMM president, Mr.
Shibu Soren, is the rightful heir to
Jaipal Singh’s political legacy.

Preetam Kachhap opposed the
formation of a BJP-led Govern-
ment saying that it would not ben-
efit the people or the region. Ashok
Kachhap said the Marwaris and the
Dikkus would strengthen their
strangiehold and suppress the up-
lift of the tribals. No other party
had done anything for the tribals in
the region.

Mr. Prem Tirkey,'the headmaster
of the St. Paul Upper Primary

School where Jaipal Singh studied,
was also of the view that only a
tribal leader could upderstand the
problems afflicting thexgpmmuni-
ty. The 110-year school is jiist.as it
was when set up with just three
rooms where tribal.kids get their
education upto class five. The three
teachers have not received their
salaries for 30 months now. He too
does not consider the BJP as a par-
ty which the tribal could identify
themselves with nor regarded Mr.
Babulal Marandi as a worthy tribal
leader. It is Shibu Soren alone for
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/N(ARAN[)HS CM; ADIVASI EUPHORIA MISSING

By K. Baichand

RANCHI)\ Nov. 14. Tharkhand, 28th
State ol the Indian Union, was
born shiyrtly past midnight to-
night with the swearing in of the
Governor, Mr. Prabhat Kumar,
and the Chief Minister, Mr. Bab-
ulal Marandi, whose oath-taking
was delayed by half-an-hour fol-
Jowing a last-minute drama of
claim to Government formation
by his rival, the JMM(S) chief, Mr.
Shibu Soren.

The acting Chief Justice of the
Jharkhand High Court, Mr. Vinod
Kumar Gupta, swore in Mr. Ku-
mar, who in turn administered
the oath of office and secrecy to
the 42-year-old Mr. Marandi.

But the pomp and gaiety over
this historic occasion was restrici-
ed to the precincts of the Raj Bha-
van. The Adivasi euphoria was
missing, thanks partly to the
heavy police bandobustin and
around the new capital.

All entry points were blocked to
prevent JMM supporters from en-
tering the city and the adminis-
tration also withdrew permission
to the party to hold a rally at the
Jaipal Singh Stadium.

Developments leading to gov-
ernment-formation were consid-
ered a major factor for the lack of
enthusiasm armong the Adivasis,
who account for 60 lakhs of the
2.18-crore population in the State
with an area of 74,677 sq.km.

Lack of enthusiasm

In contrast to what was wit-
nessed in October last at the J]MM
rally, the drums and the trumpets,
a primary part of Adivasi celebra-
tions, were nowhere to be seen.
The dancing troupes had not ar-
rived. Even the business commu-
nity showed little enthusiasm.
Some attributed it to the sense of
insecurity following threats of
demonstration by the ]MM and
the frontal organisation of the

\W\Jﬁﬂa__[_khan is born

Mr. Babulal Marandi being congratulated by the BJP vice-

president, Mr. Kailashpati Mishra, and the party leader,

Mr. Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi, in Ranchi on Tuesday after
his election as the party’s Jharkhand State
Legislature leader. — Photo: Ranjeet Kumar

banned MCC, the Jharkhand
Mukti Manch, which will be hold-
ing a demonstration {OMmMOrOwW.
People’s participation was limited
to lighting decorations at certain
points and a few BJP activists rid-
ing the streets on motorbikes.

Munda keeps off BJP meet

Earlier, the BJP held its legisla-
ture party meeting and unani-
mously elected Mr. Babulal
Marandi as léader and the same
exercise was gone through at the
NDA’s meeting. The BJP swept its
differences under the carpet, with
the dissident, Mr. Karia Munda,
staying away, citing malaria.

The BJP went through the mo-
tions under tight security to the
extent that none of the senior
NDA leaders was present at the
joint meeting of the coalition. In
fact, the meetingafas held prior to
the arrival ofthe Union Home
Minister, Mf. L.K. Advani, and the

Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, and their other col-
leagues who arrived for the oath-
taking ceremony.

On the other hand, the JMM
chief, Mr. Shibu Soren, and the
RID president, Mr. Laloo Prasad
Yadav, contested the claim of the
NDA and alleged that the BJP-led
coalition was grabbing power as
part of a conspiracy against pop-
ular sentiment.

PTI reports:

The Jharkhand Pradesh Con-
gress Committee proposed that
the Congress president, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi, explore the possibilities
of installation of a “secular gov-
ernment”’ headed by the JMM(S).
“‘But we are still awaiting the en-
dorsement of our proposal by the
party high command,” the JPCC
working president, Mr. P.N. Singh

said.
Unsung hero: Pé%f
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Jharkhand’s first CM

Sibu Soren’s last-ditch attempfH {0 form Govt fails

Ashish Sinha )
- Ranchi, November 143 'g(%

ABULAL MARANDI was sworn
in as the first Chief Minister of
Jharkhand heading an NDA
Government at a glittering function sharp
at 1 am at the Raj Bhawan here. Governor
Prabhat Kumar, who formally took charge
before the Chief Minister, administered
the oath of office and secrecy to Marandi.
Acting Chief Justice of the Jharkhand
High Court, Vinod Kumar Gupta, admin-
istered the oath of office to the Govemor.
Events unfolded in a dramatic and fast-
paced manner this evening. Immediately
after the Governor was sworn in, Marandi
presented a list of 45 MLAs to him.
Leader of the MM Legislature Party Sku
Soren too came up with a list of 41 LS.
But the Governor. invited Marandi to
form the first Government of Jharkhand.
The effective strength of the Vidhan
Sabha is 81, including the sole nominated
member from the Anglo-Indian commu-
nity. One seat (Ramgarh) is vacant.
Union Home Ministef L K Advani,
Defence Minister George Fernandes,

Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha,
Agriculture Minister Nitish Kumar and
Civil Aviation Minister Sharad Yadav
attended the swearing-in ceremony.

Earlier in the day, Marandi was elected
leader of the BJP Legislature Party and
the NDA Legislature Party at two sepa-
rate meetings.

While all 33 BJP MLAs (including the
nominated member) unanimously elected
Marandi as their leader, as many as 45
MILAs of the NDA ratified his election.
The NDA Legislative Party included. 33
MILAs from the BIP, five from the Samata
Party, three from Janata Dal (United),

supported United Gomantwadi
Jharkhand Vananchal Congress (JVC).
Later, addressing the NDA legislators,
Marandi said, “By electing me you have
assigned me a task of immense responsi-
bility. I am not that experienced, but with

realise the aspirations of the people of
Jharkhand. Ours will be a Government of
teamwork. My doors will always remain

two from All Jharkband Students’ Union-
Democratic Party (UGDP), and two from -

the support of such senior leaders’ and .
with your cooperation, I will do my best to -

open for everyone. My request to all of
you will be to be accessible to the people
at all times. I am sure the violence-driven
atmosphere of fear prevailing in
Jharkhand will dissipate within two-three
months.”

Marandi, who resigned recently as
Union Minister, is the MP from Dumka.
Khunti MP and BJP leader Karia Munda,
another strong contender for the CM’s
post, did not attend any of the meetings,

However, briefing reporters after the
BJP legislators’ meeting, Madan Lal
Khurana ¢laimed Munda was “fully satis-
fied” with the decision and there was. no
dissidence in the party. Asked if Munda
would join the Union Cabinet, he said it
was for the Prime Minister to decide.

. Samresh Singh, who joined the NDA
today, expressed confidence that the num-
ber of MLAs supporting the BJP-led
Government would soon go up from the

resent strength of 45. BJP vice-president
%ailashp&ti Mishra had also told The
Hindustan Times on Monday that the final
strength of the NDA legislators would be

“more than 50" at the time of the forma-
tion of the new ministry. /rm

[HE HINDUSTAN TIMES

TS5 NOY 2000



West Singhbhum ¥
Area

74,677 sq km
Number of districts: 18
Parliamentary seats: 14
Assembly seats: 82
Literacy: 52% (Women's literacy: 27%)
Population; 2.18 crore

Resources

Pyrite (58%), Quartzite: (87%),
Mica (50%), Iron Ore (34%)
Agriculture produce
Rice, Wheat, Kendu leaf

Coal (33% of country's reserves

The forests of Palamau have inspired several
Bengali writers. Ray shot Aryaner Din Ratri here

Tourist hotspots
Deruaghagh, Burha, Lodha and Hundru falls
Rajrappa: Site of Chhinnamasta temple
around which Satyaijit Ray wove a classic
Feluda mystery

Betla National Park: £%
Near Daitongunj,
home to tigers and a
rich variety of wildlife %
Parasnath Hills:
Jain pilgrimage
centre

Netarhat: Tourist resort at a height of 1,200 m

Industry

Steel City Jamshedpur,
home to Tisco, will go to
2 the new state. Bokaro has one of the

country’s largest public sector steel
plants, Mecon is in Ranchi while
scores of ancillary units have come
up in Adityapur Industrial Area

e

Graphic. RAJ
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THE SWEARING IN of Mr. Babulal Marandi as
Chief Minister af JTharkhand, taking place as it
dld on the day ok the birth anniversary of Birsa
"Munda, may have added a symbolic flavour to
the long struggle carried out by the tribal peo-
ple of the region for a separate State. Although
the new State consists of only the tribal dom-
inated districts of Bihar and in this sense is just
a truncated version of what its protagonists had
visualised, there certainly is scope for devel-
opment of the region. After all, those concerned
with the development needs of the region will
no longer have to look up to the politicians and
the bureaucracy in faraway Patna for the re-
dress of the grievances of the tribal people. The
new State, with its rich mineral resources and
vast forest tracts apart from the manufacturing
centres around Jamshedpur, can certainly look
forward to building a sustainable economic
base. But this is possible only if those at the
helm — Mr. Marandi and his team of Ministers
— are willing to take up the task of governance
in real earnest.

It is in this context that one must be con-
cerned over the happenings in the political are-
na during the past couple of weeks. For
instance, the manner in which the new Chief
Minister was chosen by the National Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA), with particularly Mr. Karia
Munda going into a sulk, the open “invitation”’
by Mr. Shibu Soren to Mr. Munda that the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) was willing to
play ball with him if he could bring about a split
in the BJP legislature party, and repotts of pos-
sible schisms in the smaller parties in the new
Assembly did reflect the dominance of self-
preservation instincts rather than any serious
concern for the development. It was, indeed,
this very tendency among the members of the
political class that led the tribals in the Jhark-
hand region to join hands in raising the sep-

\/ JHARKHAND IS BORN V"

arate State demand over the years; the very fact
that the ordinary tribal people were willing to
take on the might of the state machinery on
several occasions in the past while agitating for
a separate State reflected the extent to which
they felt alienated from the administrative ma-
chinery. And now with the formation of the
State — their dream having come true — there
are bound to be a lot of expectations from the
new Government. And unless Mr. Marandi and
his team rise to these expectations, the people’s
resentment and frustration may well lead to a
further legitimisation of some of the far-Left
groups operating in the region and engaged in
mindless violence.

Be that as it may, the fact that Mr. Shlbhu
Soren’s hoves to lead the Government have
been dashed does lead to some apprehensions.
Mr. Soren's call to his ranks to “protest’’ the
installation of Mr. Marandi had resulted in Ran-
chi being turned into a “battle-zone” on the
day of the swearing in; add to this the possibility
of the BJP's cadre stepping up their Hindutva
agenda among the tribals as it happened in the

- Dangs district in Gujarat. All these are certainly

developments that do not serve the interests of
the new State. It is incumbent on the political
leadership of the ruling NDA as well as the ]IMM
(S) as also such parties as the Congress and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal not to play partisan politi-
cal games. And as for the development agenda,
it is important that the specific needs of the
tribal people are borne in mind; large parts of
the new State have suffered due to non-fulfil-
ment of some of the basic development needs,
such as primary education and health-care fa-
cilities, only because the civil administration
and the political masters had remained insensi-
tive to such needs. Any laxity in addressing
these issues in real earnest could lead to trouble
in Jharkhand.
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/#HOT IN THE HILLS\,
¥ New chidilénge to Ghisingh and CPI-

\ &/ HILE Subash Ghisingh is in pursuit of more fu%s n
the Centre and meantime has suspended his demany for
4 separate state, some of his former associates are fomenjing
a movement that has alarming implications. They formed\the
militant wing of the GNLF during the bloody agitation in the
eighties and were never reconciled to the formation of the Hill
Council in 1988. They have not only surfaced under the
banner of the Gorkha Liberation Organisation with violence
very much on their minds as well as moral and material
support from Naga militants. Their leader, Chhattre Subba,
had crossed swords with Ghisingh, his former boss, on the
une-point programme of securing statehood. He provides
every indication that violence is his main weapon. Proof was
available in a shootout with the police. While posters
preaching violence have begun to appear, Subba himself has
declared that the Hill Council is infructuous, councillors
ought to quit and an “armed movement” is the only option.
These dre dangerous portents though, in political terms,
Subba may not pose an immediate threat either to Ghisingh
or to the CPI-M. The point is that development programmes
have not got off the ground despite the substantial funds
received from Delhi. Ghisingh's attempt to have the Gorkha
community declared a Scheduled Tribe is specifically aimed
at augmenting the flow of cash. But if the basic task of
improving civic amenities remains ignored, it will only help
militant outfits gain the upper hand. With armed Nagas
helping the GLO and Ulfa militants helping the Kamtapuris,
the prospects look grim. The Left Front needs to nip it in the
bud, especially when Subba’s outfit is conducting -its
operations close to the Bhutan border. Ghisingh’s capacity to
check his rival's progress is hindered by the fact that he
cannot condemn the separatist movement unequivocally; that
will affect his popular base. Which makes things more
complex for Buddhadev Bhattacharyg: he must first adopt
credible policy on Ghisingh himself/( A



/MARANDI ON TEST,’

Jhgr_khand CM must establish rule\of faw

FTER Laloo Prasad Yadav’s failure to engineen defections
from the Samata Party and JD-U, it was 4 foregone
conclusion that Babulal Marandi would sail through the vote
of confidence. But that looks to be only the first hurdle for the
new Jharkhand chief minister. The real task of governance
begins in the face of considerable hostility. The BJP is a
divided house considering the fact that one section wanted
Karia Munda as chief minister by virtue of his being elected
MP on consecutive occasions. Marandi is seen to be Delhi’s
choice and the tribals for whom the exercise was meant can
only be satisfied if he can deliver. In this task he has to
contend with sloth and corruption of the Laloo years and the
gigantic task of getting state employees to adapt to the new
climate. The BJP has been winning elections by default — the
disillusionment with the JMM and with Sibu Soren in
particular. But there is no reason to believe that the BJP
exerts the same kind of influence over the administration.
Marandi’s capacity to perform will be hampered by the fact
that the rule of law is virtually absent. Naxalite groups,
among which the Maoist Communist Centre enjoys Laloo’s
patronage, have written their own rules. The police are seen
to be spectators in a state where reprisal killings take place

at frequent intervals. Tribals in many cases have come to :

regard these extremist groups as their best bet against
powerful groups. Extortions, people’s courts and the brazen
display of musclepower have become the order of the day.

i Marandi’s first task will be to enforce the rule of law and to
set in motion a development programme. Only that will serve

to win the confidence of the tribals and wean them away from
the path of violence. Similarly, an emasculated police force
needs to be turned into an effective instrument with
recruitments from tribals. The encouraging sign is that
Marandi has called for a dialogue with Naxalites in the hope
that they can be persuaded to join the mainstream. Given
their commitment to pseudo-revolutionary methods which
have fetched them both money and power, Marandi is
confronted with an uphill task and the best he can do tofend
off his adversaries is to display some tact and admirnfgtrative
skill. His advantage is that he has Delhi's support

THE STATESMAN
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Kinsuk Basu
Calcutta, November 29

HERE ARE no immediate
Tplans for a violent move-

ment, at least not on the face
of it. But if things don’t change
fast, the Rajbanshis of North
Bengal — organised in the
Kamtapur Peoples’ Party (KPP) —
would turn militant.

They will begin with an econom-
ic blockade that would cut North
Bengal off from rest of the country
- and if that didn’t work, only then
would they take up arms. This, in
short, was the revelation of Atul
Roy, KPP chief, when he spoke to
The Hindustan Times in Siliguri

the Centre, not Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee or Jyoti Basu. And
if Delhi is unresponsive, the party
would take other measures to
make itself heard.

“We will take to the streets,
squat on railway tracks and
motivate tea garden and indus-
trial workers to cut off supply
to the plains. Efforts are on to
rope in every Rajbanshi in north
Bengal. The Bodos did it in
Assam. We believe that once the
stir takes the shape of a mass
movement, we will be unstop-
pable,” said Roy.

Preparations are already on for
a massive rally on December 6
at Cooch Behar. Suggestions

recently. " would be drafted into resolutions

The State police, of course, do  here, and the party’s future course
not buy Roy’s charted. All for a
story. Rather, separate state
they have reasons . where Rajbanshis
to  believe the KPP mlght cut Off can have their
KPP has already own language,
begun buildingan  SU pply of tea and culture and iden-
armed separatist tity.

movement in
north Bengal. It
was, evidently,
this information
that prompted the
district police in
Siliguri to carry
out a combing
operation in
Tarbandha village
in  Phansidewa,

other agro-based
products from
North Bengal in
the absence of a
settlement of their
grievances

“Our demand is
not unjustified. If
Punjabis can have
Punjab, Biharis
Bihar, why can’t
we? The Centre
has created
three new States.
Even the Gor-
khas have been
offered an

Siligurt, on
Tuesday.

The raid yielded a cache of illegal
arms amid stiff resistance from
KPP supporters, two of whom fell
to police bullets during the opera-
tion.

The KPP responded with a 48-
hour bandh in Darjecling begin-
ning today, a curtain raiser to what
observers believe might be a pro-
longed showdown.

Roy told this correspondent the
KPP might just cut off supply of
tea and other agro-based products
from north Bengal in the ab-
sence of a settlement of their
grievances.

The party — which Roy claimed
had nearly 2.5 lakh members in the
three regions of Jalpaiguri, Cooch
Behar and North Dinajpur —
would like to speak directly with

autonomous cou-
ncil. So why not
us?” asks Roy.

For all this, however, the
Kamtapuris still do not have much
support among other political
groups.

Only a few leaders from the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha will
attend the December 6 rally. They
do not have support because not
many know the history of the land
yet, feel most Kamtapuris.

“It is a pity that many are
unaware that the entire land of
north Bengal including North
Bengal University, the aerodrome
and other parts belonged to the
Rajbanshis. Over the years, we
have been robbed of our posses-
sions. Our people today are made

to work as labourers on their own

land,” said Roy.

Lamtapuris threaten economic
blockade of North Bengal ),

Buddha to meet
Advani over
Rajbanshi stir

HT Correspondent
Calcutta, November 29

BUDDHADEB BHATTA-
CHARIEE will brief L K Advani
on the situation arising out of the
Kamtapuris’ secessionist agitation
in north Bengal at a meeting in
New Delhi tomorrow.

“Although I will not complain
against anyone in particular, I will
explain in detail the real problem
in north Bengal vis-a-vis the KPP
and (its militant wing, the) KLO,”
the Chief Minister satd of what will
be his first meeting with the Union
Home Minister since taking office
on November 6.

“I will tell him (Advani) which
are the parties and forces in the
State that are lending moral and
political support to the Kamtapuri
agitation,” Bhattacharjee said. “It
is intriguing that certain parties
and forces are sympathising with
the KPP and KLO despite the fact
that these organizations are hand
in glove with the ULFA and ISI. It
is now well-known that the KLO is
being trained by ULFA and ISI in
the use of sophisticated weapon-

2]

Without naming cither the

Trinamool ~ which the CPI(M) has
repeatedly accused of backing
Kamtapuri separatists — or the
Congress, the Chief Minister said:
“Let the people judge for them-
selves which are the forces behind
the KPP and KLO. They (KPP and
KLO) are being pampered arg
incited even while they are
heinously murdering and terroris-
ing innocent people in north
Bengal.”

Bhattacharjee, however, admit-
ted the Rajbanshis were faced with
several socio-economic problems
including land, the development of
their language, education and cul-
ture, and the lack of employment
opportunities. “The State
Government is sympathetic to
these problems. But they cannot
be allowed to take the law in their
hands to create a separate state.
The State Government is deter-
mined to thwart their nefarious
game.”

According to Bhattacharjee,
most of north Bengal’s people
despise the KPP and KLO. The
KPP’s 48-hour bandh call for
November 29 and 30 had failed
to impact on life in the area, he
said.

THE HINDUSTAN TR
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~Chhatisgarh Govt. formation,
w-'1a ticklish issue ¢ o

BHOPAL, OCT. 5. A debate is hotting
up over the ticklish question of
whether the first Government in
the Chhatisgarh State should be
in place by midnight on October
31 as the new State is born.

Conflicting views have sur-
faced in the wake of the move to
hold the swearing-in ceremonies
for the installation of the new
Government about 8 to 10 hours
after Chhatisgarh comes into be-
ing on the intervening night of
October 31 and November 1.

The Madhya Pradesh Govern-
ment is seeking clarifications
from the Centre to avoid any
constitutional tangle in the event
of a time gap between the incep-
tion of the Chhatistgarh State
and the assumption of office by
the first Government in that
State, official sources told UNI
here today.

As the Madhya Pradesh Gov-
ernment will cease to function in
the Chhatisgarh region on the
October 31-November 1 night,
experts wanted to know which
“appropriate constitutional au-
thority” will be in place to ad-
dress any unforeseen exigency
that would warrant State-level
solution if the new Government
is not immediatety sworn-in.

“The local situation may be
tackled by the lower rung of the
administration concerned but
who will give directions if the sit-
uation is to be dealt with at the

State Government level,” they
asked.

Even the Chief Secretary, the
highest ranking officer of a State
Government, would be appoint-
ed only after the new Chief Min-
ister takes over, they added.

Some experts suggested that
either the Governor or the Chief
Minister should assume office af-
ter midnight to avoid a constitu-
tional crisis, they said.

The Legislative Affairs expert,
Mr. Vishwendra Mehta, said it
was a constitutional obligation
for the new State to have a Gov-
ernment without creating a “‘vac-
uum”’.

As the matter related to the in-
stallation of the first popular
Government, he said it should
assume office soon after mid-
night. :

The Former Chief Minister and
senior congress leader, Mr. Shy-
ama Charan Shukla, observed
that the swearing-in of the new
Government should be sched-
uled in such a manner so as to
prevent any time lag between the
formation of the new State and
functioning of its first Govern-
ment,

He cited the example of the
ceremony for the installation of
the first Government at the Cen-
tre after attaining Independence
at midnight in 1947. Similarly,
his father Ravi Shankar Shukla
was sworn-in as the first Chief

—— e

THE

Minister gf Madhya Pradesh at
midnight ih Bhopal in 1956.

However, some other congress
leaders were of the opinion that
the  oath-taking ceremony
should be held during the day on
November 1 to ensure maximum
participation of the people, who
were enthusiastic about the for-
mation of the new State and
would like to share the historic
moment.

Meanwhile, the process has
begun for the selection of a panel
of pro-tem Speakers for adminis-
tering the oath to the members
of the newly-constituted Chha-
tisgarh Vidhan Sabha.

The names of Mr. Mohinder
Bahadur Singh (Basna), Mr. Ra-
jendra Prasad Shukla (Kota), Mr.
Chanesh Ram Rathia (Dharam-
jaigarh), Mr. Madan Gopal Singh
(Ambikapur), Mr. Jitru Ram Bha-
gel (Jagdalpur) and Mr. Madhav
Singh Dhruv (Sinhawa), who will
be the senior-most members of
the Legislature of the new State,
are being mentioned for the post.

The Governor will appoint the
pro-tem Speakers on the recom-
mendation of the Chief Minister,
according to official sources.

They said it had been decided
to have more than one pro-Tem
Speaker to meet any situation
which may arise if any of them is

appointed y Minister or
o

Speaker.
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/D/ hradun to be prowsmnal
capltal of Uttarhnchal State

Umesh Raghuvanshi
Lucknow, October 5

INALLY, DEHRADUN
becomes the provisional cap-
ital of Uttaranchal. A formal

decision in this regard has been
taken by the Union Home Ministry

and communicated to Chief
Secretary Yogendra Narain on
Thursday night.

~ The decision regarding the per-
' manent capital has been left to the
new Government of Uttaranchal.
The decision on the location of a
separate bench of the new state
would also be taken separately.
The Union Home Ministry in its
communique has asked the State
Government to start renovation
work on all the identified buildings
immediately. If buildings and land
have to be transferred by some
central government departments,
the State Government may take up
these cases with the respective
ninistries, it said.
) The State Government has also
been asked to keep an alternative
option ready in case the central
government buildings can not be
vacated by November 1, 2000, the
appointed day for creation of the

new State government.

According to sources, the build-
ings to house the residence of
Governor and Chief Minister of
the new State are also being identi-
fied. The venue for conducting the
swearing in ceremony and the
buildings to house the offices of
new ministers are also being allot-
ted. A formal decision regarding
these buildings would be taken
after discussing these issue in the
meeting of Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs being convened
on October 11, 2000.

The State Government proposes
to hold the assembly session of the
new State in the Vikas Bhawan
building, sources said. However
alternative buildings are being
identified if the Vikas Bhawan is
mot ready by the appointed day. A
decision to aliot five-room govern-
Jment bungalows to the Ministers

“has also been taken.

Similarly four-room buildings or
flats would be allotted to Principal
Secretaries and Secretaries of the
new government. A decision
regarding the vehicles to be trans-
ferred to Dehradun would also be
taken soon.

There are

indications that

" to Dehradun.

around 54 sections of the State
Secretariat are also being shifted
The Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs
would also decide on the number
of telephones to be diverted to
Dehradun from the State
Secretariat.

The Union Government's deci-
sion was also conveyed at the
meeting of the Task Force which
has been constituted by the State
Government to finalise the modal-
ities for the new State. It has decid-
ed to post all the heads of depart-
ments of the new State before
November 1, 2000.

There are indications that the
State Government may requisition
many of the buildings of the Union
Government.

A senior officer said a request to
transfer the building which houses
the office of the President’s body
guard in Dehradun may also be
made. The State Government may
also acquire Hotel Drona of the
Garhwal Mandal Vikas Nigam.

The Government has allotted a
sum of Rs 39 crore for renovation
of these buildings, purchase o
vehicles and to make preparatjefis -
for the new State, he said.
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!//;0 NITISH STRIKES

( . 0
Y™ Ominous signals to BJP in Jﬁg_rkhané ¢

S long as the NDA held together, except the unpredictable
nd ambitious Sibu Soren, there were chances of a smoot

transition to the new state of Jharkhand. The situation
changes dramatically after the Samata Party comes out
strongly in favour of Soren as chief minister. It comes from '
Digvijay Singh, Union minister of state for railways, but it can
be assumed he is speaking for his boss and Union agriculture
minister, Nitish Kumar, who in turn raised a stir by speaking
in the voice of Laloo Prasad Yadav. The excuse was to press
Bihar’s claim for development funds but the timing was signif-
icant. The noise Nitish makes now does not explain his silence
when Laloo demanded an incredible Rs 179,000 crores as com-
pensation. He strikes when Bihar is about to witness a
realignment of political forces with the BJP claiming its turf
in south and Ram Vilas Paswan threatening to form his own
party. Nitish and Laloo seem to have a common cause: protect
their base. The best way to do this is, one, by making sure
north Bihar doesn’t slip out of their grasp and, two, by having
a puppet like Sibu Soren in place in Jharkhand.

All this sends ominous signals to the BJP. Granted it is the
largest party with 32 MLAs in a new House of 81. Even with-
out the. JMM, which has 12 MLAs, it could hope to scrape
together a majority together with Samata, JD-U and
Independents. The scenario changes with the virtual revolt by
Samata, which has five MLAs. All it means is that Nitish
Kumar and Sharad Yadav intend to exert their combined
pressure on the BJP to restrain Paswan. For the record,
Nitish says that it was a promise he made to Soren to secure
JMM support for his short-lived government. But no one is
fooled that he is consumed with moral fervour. It is undiluted
ambition. There will be no complaints if the all-party core
committee headed by Nitish Kumar gets down to work to
relieve distress in flood-hit areas. But the chances are that it
will lose its utility once the political conflicts are sorted out.
The BJP should know this more than anyone else. It will be a
tragedy if this results in a compromise that sees Soren in the
chief minister’s chair by default. The BJP has some hard
choices to make, most of all whether to surrender to Nitish’s

7,

dubious brand of politics. The hope must be that they will noy/
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7  ECto begln e\“’

delimitation in' %\
Uttaranchal soon

LUCKNOW, OCT. 17. The Election
Gommission will soon take up the
thsk of delimitation of constituen-
ies in Uttar Pradesh in a move to
omplete the formation of the new
tate of Uttaranchal.

As the Uttar Pradesh Reorgani-
ation Act, 2000, has received the
ssent of the President, Mr. K. R.
arayanan, and a new State of Ut-
taranchal is likely to be created ve-
ry soon “from the appointed day
to be notified by the Central Gov-
ernment”’, the Commission has
written to the Uttar Pradesh Chief
Secretary that it was “required to
take action for the delimitation of
constituencies in the State” imme-
diately. \

The EC will be requiring ‘requi-
site data like details of lowest ad-
ministrative units in the State,
census figures and maps of exist-
ing constituencies and other geo-
graphical and administrative
units”’.

The Commission also asked the
State to nominate inmmediately a
nodal officer for better ‘coordina-
tion”" with the Commission as it
will have to keep in constant touch
with the State Government for the
task ahead. The State of Uttaran-
chal comprises 13 hill districts, in-
cluding the pilgrim city of Hardwar
and cover 22 (from one to 19 and
the last three of the 424-member
House) constituencies of the Uttar
Pradesh Legislative Assembly.

Plea to Centre
on capital

By Our Staff Correspondent

MEERUT, OCT. 17. The Uttarakhand
banyukt Sangharsh Samiti (USSS)

leader, Mr. Dhirendra Pratap, has
urged the Centre to convene an
all-party meet to decide on the
place most suited for a perma-
nent capital for the State of Utta-
ranchal.

Besides the involvement of
money and proximity of the cap-
ital from various districts, the
Government should ensure it is
located in a seismically-sound ar-

ea and a high-level committee of -

experts should be asked to go into
this aspect and suggest probable
sites for the capital, Mr. Pratap
said.

It may be mentioned that vari-
ous action groups and a faction of
the Uttarakhand Kranti Dal have
been opposing the move to make
Dehra Dun the temporary capital
and canvassing for establishment
of the capital at Gairsen in Cha-
moli district.

Gairsen, on the Garhwal-Ku-
maon border was declared the
capital during the Uttarakhand
agitation and supported by all
parties including the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party.

However, according to experts,
Gairsen was located in a highly
active seismic zone and hence
was not suited to be the capital.

In a separate move, several resi-
dents of the region led by the Ru-
ral Litigation and Entitlement
Kendra chairperson, Mr. Avdhesh
Kaushal, bave appealed to the
Union Governmg¢nt to post dedi-
cated IAS officigls to Uttaranchal
to ensure “reglf/development’” of
the area.

Management stude ts have
brainstorming session

By Arunkumar Bhatt

MUMBAS, OCT. 17. It is a global
brain-storm of business and man-
agement here at the National In-
stitute of Industrial Engineering
(NITIE), a Union Government in-
stitution of technology, which has
now branched out into the art of
business of management.

Hundreds of students of busi-
ness and technology schools from
all over India, including 1IMs and
[ITs and some from reputed for-
eign institutions such as the
American MIT, the London Busi-
ness School of the UK., and the
Asian Institute of Management,
the Philippines, have turned up at
the NITIE for the two-day annual
academic fete, Prerna 2000, to
hear about various summer pro-
jects of their peers and comments
on them by the management gu-
rus and captains of the industry.

The Prerna (inspiration), start-
ed in 1995, is a contest for sum-
mer projects — organised and
managed by NITIE students. The
participants have to submit in ad-
vance their project reports pro-
viding solutions for various
management issues. After rigor-
ous screening the very good ones
among them get a chance to read
them out. “‘The Prerna provides a
forum for management students
to present their thoughts to a gal-
axy of corporate executives,” said
Abishek Rao, an NITIE student.

The best participants get prizes
from the sponsor companies. The

best entry in each of seven cate-
gories gets Rs. 20,000. Last year,
prizes worth Rs. 1 lakh were given
away. The amount has been dou-
bled this year. The jury consists of
leading CEOs and management
faculty. The highlight of this year
is the international participation
— 76 from all over the world. Over
80 institutions from the country
have joined the Prerna and so
have over 60 executives.

Of the seven categories, mar-
keting management is the most
keenly contested area, showing
the significance of the discipline
and also the career market prefer-
ence. But fast catching up is the
subject of systems and e-com-
merce. [t has scaled from the last
year’s third position to the second
one now, pushing down human
resources module to the lowest
level of the ladder. While finance
and general management sub-
jects have maintained their posi-
tions, materials and logistics
management and production
management have been chosen
by a few. Many top companies
have been looking forward to the
Prerna for recruitment. Most of
the awardees also get PPOs —
pre- placement offers, beside the
prize money. But that is not the
only attraction for the majority of
the participants. Corporate man-
agers known for their achieve-
ment give presentations
showcasing the best practices in
the field to bridge the gap be-
tween theory and practice.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

BHOPAL, Oct. 22. — The race
for the chief minister’s post of
Chhattisgarh state has reached
a crescendo in Congress circles
with the formation of the state
scheduled for 1 November.

The tribal Congress MLAs,
who account for half of the
total 48 Congress MLAs in
Chhattisgarh, have been regu-
larly holding their meetings in
Bhopal and different parts of
the Chhattisgarh region to
press for a tribal chief minister
for the new state.

They had earlier met the
Congress president, Mrs Sonia
Gandhi, to impress upon her
that the first chief minister of
Chhattisgarh state, which has
a substantial tribal population,
should be a tribal party leader.

About two dozen tribal, Dalit
and OBC Congress legislators
from the Chhattisgarh region
had held a meeting at the resi-
dence of Mr Bhupesh Baghel,
the Madhya Pradesh minister
of state for transport, yester-
day.They resolved to submit a
memorandum to Mrs Sonia
Gandhi once again to urge her
to approve the candidature of a
tribal party leader for the chief
minister’s post of
Chhattisgarh,

Bhopal had become the nerve-

hhuﬂlsgurh M
race hots up’;

centre of hectic manoeuvrings
for the past three days.
Virtually all the Chhattisgarh
chief ministerial aspirants -

‘including Mr SC Shukla, Mr

Vidya Charan Shukla, Mr
Motilal Vora, Mr Ajit Jogi, and
Mr Arvind Netam - and other
state stalwarts - including Mr
Arjun Singh and Mr Kamal
Nath - had arrived in Bhopal in

Mr Digvijay Singh

order to lobby among the 48
Cahattisgarh Congress MLAs.
These MLAs had gathered in
the city to attend a special ses-
sion of the undivided Madhya
Pradesh Assembly during 19 to
20 October.

The scene has now shifted to
New Delhi as many chief min-
isterial contenders and

\©

Chhattisgarh MLAs hayve
already left for Delhi to und
take some last-moment lobby-
ing there.

At a meeting of the Madhya
Pradesh Congress Legislature
Party convened by chief minis-
ter Mr Digvijay Singh at his
residence on Friday, the
Chhattisgarh party legislators
endorsed a proposal that the
issue of the Chhattisgarh chief
minister should be left to Mrs
Sonia Gandhi.

No forraal resolution was,
however, adopted by them in
this regard.

Mrs Sonia Gandhi is said to
have conveyed to some state
satraps on the issue that the
High Command would clear
the candidature of the leader
who has the support of a
majority of the 48 party MLAs
in Chhattisgarh.

The Chhattisgarh Congress
Legislature Party will hold its
meeting in Raipur, the pro-
posed capital of the
Chhattisgarh state, by the end
of this month to decide upon its
leader.

Mr Digvijay Singh reportedly
said in New Delhi yesterday
that it is “possible’ that a tribal
would become the chief minis-
ter of Chhattisgarh state since
24 of the 48 Congress MLAs
are tribals.

Kirti Azad
hurls funds
charge at IOA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, Oct. 22. — For-
mer cricketer Kirti Azad today
alleged that the Indian Oly-
mpic Association had commit-
ted a “foreign exchange scam”
during the Sydney Olympics by
making the athletes sign trav-
ellers’ cheques of amounts far
in excess of what they received.

Azad claimed that prior to
their departure to Sydney, all
the 70 Indian athletes were
asked to sign traveller’s
cheques of up to $5,000, but
were given only $35 per day,
as sanctioned by the Centre.

“The athletes signed for an
amount of Rs 1.5 crore, but
they received no more than Rs
25 lakh. I wonder whether I0A
would let us know what exact-
ly they did with the rest of the
money (about Rs 1.25 crore),”
Azad told reporters. He urged
the Prime Minister to order a
probe into the “scam”.

Shot-putter Shakti Singh, who
was present at the press confer-
ence, backed Azad’s charges.

He said having exhausted his
yearly quota of foreign ex-
change, he would not be able to
participate in the World Rail-
ways Athletics’ meet in Moscow,
or any other international event
before 31 March next year.

The chef de mission of the
Indian team to the Sydney
games, Ashok Mattoo, has,
however, denied Azad’s
charges, calling them “baseless
and false”. He claimed the
money was meant for the
entire contingent and not just
the athletes.

Paswan to float

new party

next month

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

LUCKNOW, Oct. 22. — Union
minister Mr Ram Vilas Paswan
wants to give his supporters in
Uttar Pradesh a “new political
option”. His new
party will now
be launched in
the last week of
next month.

Mr Paswan a
a rally of the |
Dalit Sena casti-
gated the former |
leaders of the
Janata Dal for
reducing a
national party to J
the level of a M
regional party
because of their
selfish interests.

His hit list included former
Prime Ministers Mr Inder
Kumar Gujral and Mr HD
Deve Gowda, Mr SR Bommai,
Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav and
the present JD(U) chief, Mr
Sharad Yadav.

Mr Paswan was speaking at
the well attended rally at the
Railway Stadiurn organised
under the aegis. of the Dalit
Sena of which he: is the nation-
al president. The rally was a
part of the exercise to whip up
support for the new party
which Mr Paswan will launch
in November. He refused to
disclose the new party’s name.
“There is no point in remaining
with a party which is sinking

Mllﬂam Vilas Paswan

because of the leader’s selfish
designs”, he said in reference
to Mr Sharad Yadav who was
only interesting in “saving his
chair”.

Mr Paswan’s rally was
described to be
@ a retort to the
one addressed
here last
month by the
JD(U) chief.

Speaking

ful dais which
had at least
four ministers
i of Uttar
Pradesh and a

of leaders from
Bihar like for-
mer Union minister Mrs
Kamla Sinha and Capt
Jainarain Nishad, Mr Paswan
said that the rally had been
held to provide a “new political
option in the state and also to

educate his supporters about |

the plans to launch a party”.

As he spoke there was a giant |

cut-out of Dr BR Ambedkar on
his right and another one of his
own on the left. It was a noisy

gathering with drums beating |

and slogan shouting. Being a
former railway minister his

support base among the rail- |

way workers particularly the
coolies and other lower grade

staff was evident as leaders of |

their representative organisa-
tions were among the speakers.

from a colour- |

1 large number |

!
J
%
|
|
|
|
|
|
f
|



Khibu Soren seel:s

referendum’ on -,

Jharkhand CM': ]7)

By Sonali Das

The Times of India News Service
RANCHIL:  “Jharkhand  kaa
mukhya mantri
kaisa ho?” —
“Shibu  Soren
jaisa ho.” 'The
president of
Jharkhand Muk-
ti Morcha
(JMM),
Soren on Sunday
sought a virtual
referendum on
who should be the first tribal chief
minister of Jharkhand. In a “victory
rally”, ostensibly organised by the
party at the local Morhabadi
grounds to display strength to the
BJP, thousands of “Jharkhandi jan-
ta” lent their voices to vote for the
“Dishum Guru”, as Soren is popu-
larly known.

Ever since the BJP made it clear
* that the first tribal chief minister of
Jharkhand would be from the party
itself and not
from outside,
Soren, who had
staked his claim
for the post, has
been licking his

Shibu

“was not made 1

Shibu.

@ First CMmusthe a Jharkhandi
© NDA accused of backtracking
@ Soren still in high spirit

0
the region if he
chief minister,
:dly said. The
s also gone on
€ would be rul-

nomic blockade’

Soren has reg
“Dishum Gurr
record to say t}

ing Jharkhand irce while claim-
ing at the sam  qe that the chief
minister’s seat  not really matter
tohimashe e1  yed people’s sup-

port.

He has also ime and again reit-
erated that the JMM with 12 ML As
in the assembly was still a part of
the NDA. The BJP, on the other
hand, has welcomed the support of
the JMM in the first government of
Jharkhand with speculations that
Soren’s son Durga Soren might be
offered the deputy CM’s seat in a
bid to appease the party.

Significantly, Soren’s spirit’s ap-
peared high despite the recent order
of the special CBI court to regjster
fresh cases of corruption against the
four JIMM MPs involved in the infa-
mous JMM bribery case. The MM
] leader is also an ac-
cused in the
Shashinath murder
case. Soren, howev-
er, rejects the
chargesheets

wounds, asserting
that the “Jharkhandi janta” and not
any political party would decide on
the CM’s name. Sunday’s rally,
though projected to celebrate the
creation of Jharkhand, was never-
theless a bid to prove his point. In-

I terestingly, Soren had not only in-
vited the janta’s mandate but for
the first time in the history of the
Jharkhand movement, journalists
from the national capital were in-
vited to cover the event.

“The JMM support to the one-
day-old NDA government led by
Nitish Kumar in Bihar was condi-
tional”, Soren told “his people”
from the dais. Sporting a green cloth

‘on his forehead the JMM chief
stormed that the support was given
in lieu of the NDA's promise to cre-
ate Jharkhand and make him
(Soren) the first chief minister of the

. state. Accusing the NDA of back-

“tracking from its word, Soren gave
an ultimatum to the former which
was deliberating on the issue in New
Delhi to decide fast or face the con-
sequences. The JMM would would

“soon hold a meeting to chalk out its
future strategy if the BJP failed to
fulfil its promise, Soren said.

For the past few weeks, Soren

has been in the limelight for send-

{ ing signals to the NDA and the BJP
asking who would possibly form
the first government in- Jharkhand.
The JMM would enforce an “eco-

against him, saying
that “nothing has been proved as yet.”
The public meeting on Sunday
took off with the JMM leader paying
floral tributes to the martyrs of
Jharkhand and congratulating the
people for achieving a separate state.
Soren warned the police and bureau-
cracy that fram now onwards offi-
cials, both police and administrative,
will have to function according to the
wishes of Tharkhandis or else they
will have to move out of the state. The
Rajya Sabha member, R K Anand, as
well as almost all MLAs of the ]MM
also participated in the rally.
Rallyists from various parts of
Jharkhand, West Bengal and Oris-
sa, who started arriving in the
Jharkhand capital since Saturday,
lay virtual siege to the town, occu-
pying every nook and corner right
from the railway station to the
venue. Slogans of “Jai Jharkhand”
rent the air as armed with tradition-
al weapons the men, women and
children arrived in trains, scores of
buses, trekkers, jeeps and mini bus-
es and kept coming in till late Sun-
day evening,
The day being Sunday the streets
were almost deserted and only the
rallyists who turned out to be very

disciplined could be séen every- -

where. The sprawling Mothdwadi S
ground was dotted wi “pevple

R

scattered at the ve njoying
food and drinks.
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“Chhattisgarh: arduous task for

’ﬁ? C hanes%%
Mahendra Kar

By Our Staff Correspondent

BHOPAL, 0CT. 23. The Congress(I)
leadership is confronted with the
vital task of resolving the Chhattis-
garh State leadership issue and en-
suring a smooth swearing-in of the
first Chief Minister of the new State
being created through the bifurca-
tion of the largest Congress-ruled
State of Madhya Pradesh.

Though the Congress(l) will have
a majority in Chhattisgarh with 48
MLAs in a House of 90, the political
scenario at this formative stage is
rather fragile given the conflicting
claims of more than half-a-dozen
claimants for power within the rul-
ing party.

Besides Congress(I)  stalwarts
like the former Chief Ministers, Mr.
S.C. Shukla and Mr. Motilal Vora,
along with the former Union Min-
ister, Mr. V.C. Shukla, who view
themselves as the “automatic
choice” for Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister's post, there is a long list
of MLAs, many of whom had risen
overnight as Cabinet Ministers in
the Digvijay Singh Government,

who ar alsg?ndmg themselves in
the race for Chief Ministership as
representatives of the regional sat-
raps of the ruling party.

The camp close to the ruling fac-
tion in Madhya Pradesh is deter-
mined to have a Chief Minister of
its choice ‘in Chhattisgarh where
the prospects of industrial growth
and more particularly diamond
mining and forest exploitation are
enormous. It is learnt that this fac-
tion, whieh is close to the erstwhile
ruling family of Sarguja would put
its weight behind Dr. Prem Sai
Singh, whose only credentials are
that he is a Minister in the Digvijay
Singh Cabinet and a staunch ““Sar-
guja’ loyalist. If this strategy fails to
deliver the desired result, this
camp may put its entire weight be-
hind one of the Shukla brothers or
the former State Minister and MP
from Janjgir, Mr. Charandas Ma-
hant, as a representative of the
backward communities to counter
the others in the leadership fray.

On the other side, the Madhya
Pradesh Ministers, Mr. Nandkumar

. Patel, along with the tribal MLAs,

ong.

Rdthla and Mr.
, who are both
tribal MLAs, havelalso thrown their
hat into the ring though with very
little support from the Chhattis-
garh MLAs.

A section of the tribal MLAs from
Chhattisgarh is vehemently es-
pousing the cause of a tribal Chief
Minister but at the same time it is
also conveying the message that it
is more important to have a tribal
Chief Minister rather than going in
for somebody with proven admin-
istrative skills and vision to take up
the challenges of a new State dur-
ing its formative stage. However,
there is another large section of
MLAs, representing the tribals,
which is steadfast in its stand that
the 23 tribal MLAs from Chhattis-
garh should be kept free from all
possible influences, pulls and pres-
sures and the high command
should consult them individually
to assess their hopes and aspira-
tions if it decides to go for a tribal
representative as the first Chief
Minister of the new Chhatusganl"
State.
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President

rues silenc
on hate

campaign

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Oct. 27: Discreet yet
critical, President K.R. Nara-
yanan expressed his concern at
“national leaders” not raising
their voice against the campaign
of intolerance.

His interview to a Malayali
newspaper is expected to raise
eyebrows not just among Sangh
hardliners but also cause conster-
nation among moderates like
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee.

Narayanan reportedly said
the level of intolerance in the
country was “scattered” and
“worrying”. He felt that silence
does not help under these circum-
stances.

“It is not as if everyone has be-
come intolerant. The majority of
the people are tolerant. But what
is happening is that important
people are not condemning intol-
erance enough,” the President
said.

He felt that though condemna-
tion may sound rhetorical, lead-
ers will have to condemn repeat-
edly.

“It is very important that lead-
ers and opinion-makers strongly
argue against the spirit of intoler-
ance where people are made to at-
tack each other in the name of
faith, language or for any other
reason,” he said.

Narayanan added that in
decades gone by, national leaders
would enunciate over and over
again their disrespect for intoler-
ance and lack of mutual respect.

“Because keeping silent when
someone preaches intolerance
will not help to fight intolerance,”
the President noted.

“Barnala on

N ]

n Governor
shorthst

FROMOURSPECIALq ’

CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Oct. 27: Akali leader
Surjeet Singh Barnala is expected
to be appointed Governor of Ut-
taranchal after the state formally
comes into being on November 9.
This is an indication that the Cen-
tre may appoint new Governors in
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand whi-
ch will come into being on Novem-
ber 1 and 15 respectively.

The names of Dinanath Tew-
ari, a Planning Commission mem-
ber, and outgoing Cabinet secre-
tary Prabhat Kumar, who retires
on October 31, are doing the rou-
nds for the Governors of Chhattis-
garh and Jharkhand.

Punjab chief minister Parkash
Singh Badal is alleged to have met
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee
and Union home minister L.K. Ad-
vani on Wednesday and recom-
mended Barnala’s name. Akali
sources said Badal backed Bar-
nala because he has been in the po-
litical wilderness since he lost the
general elections.

The BJP has always acknowle-
dged Barnala’s seniority, saying
other than Vajpayee, Advani and
Fernandes, he is the only leader
who was part of the Morarji Desai
government in 1977. Apart from
this, relations between the Vajpa-
yee government and the Akali Dal
have not been smooth of late be-
cause of differences over removal
of subsidies and other financial
packages demanded by the state.

Another reason why Barnala
has been picked is because the

3002

Centre W ts to appeage ﬁ)knatéd ,
sections ofithe Sikhs —4 Whose de-
mand that UdhamsingHnagar not
be made part of Uttafan'c I had
been turned down —: by giving
the top job to a reputbq Jeader
from the community, *+*¢

Kumar is being rewéi'(ied for
services rendered. His tetiyre has
not been smooth, but he'm aged:
to get large sections of tlfe Bureaw-
cracy used to the BJP style offune--
tioning. Though he was-¢riticised
for his passive role duﬁng the -
Kandahar hijack, he m@naged to
stay in the good books‘of the Vaj-
payee government.

In legal circles, howe‘irei‘, there
is some confusion. Some $ections
believe a constitutional crisis is in
the offing in the new stafes as the
chief justices — who swear in the
Governors — have not been ap-
pointed. The government has an-
nounced that the high courts will
be located at Bilaspur'for'Chhat-
tisgarh, Raipur for Jharkhand
and Nainital for Uttaranchal.

The government today consti-
tuted Chhattisgarh High Court,
and notified that it would fanction
from November 1. “The notifica-
tion has been issued under sub-
section 2 of section 21 ¥f the Mad-
hya Pradesh Reorgani$ation Act,
2000,” an official release said.
Under the Act, Madhya Pradesh
has been divided into two states.

The state re—organfsation Acts
promulgated by the Centre and pa-
ssed by Parliament also constitut-
ed Uttaranchal and Jharkhand.
The Chhattisgarh High Court is
the 19th high court in thecountry
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7" All set for u hermg in Chhattisgarh

RAIPUR, OCT. 29. All is set for the birth of th
new State of Chhattisgarh and installation of
its first Government on Wednesday even as
the unprecedented drought cast its long
shadow. It is a historical irony that Madhya
Pradesh’ division is coinciding with the same
day which saw the establishment of present
Madhya Pradesh as the largest State of the
country by merging different contiguous re-
gions in 1956.

Chhattisgarh region’s cord with the mother
State will be snapped at the midnight on next
Tuesday when both the first Governor and
Chief Minister of that State will take oath in
the presence of a large gathering. All prep-
arations have been completed for the swear-
ing-in-ceremony in the open at the police
ground, Raipur.

A controversy had surfaced over the move
to hold the swearing-in-ceremony in the
post-dawn period of November 1 to enable
maximum public participation. However, it
was finally decided to administer the oath
during the intervening night to avoid any
possible constitutional crisis as apprehended
by legal experts, who raised a question mark
as to who would reign over Chhattisgarh
from QOctober 31 midnight till the new Gov-
ernment assumes office on November one.

It is learnt that the Centre has prepared its
mind to appoint a fresh Governor in the new
State of Chhattisgarh and not to ask the Mad-
hya Pradesh Governor, Mr. Bhai Mahavir, to
assume the gubernatorial offices of both the
States. The new Governor, after himself tak-
ing oath, is likely to administer oath to the
first Chief Minister of that State.

The name of Planning Commission mem-
ber, Mr. Dinanath Tiwari, is being tipped as
the Governor of the new State. Mr. Tiwari was
formerly Vice-Chancellor of Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur. Meanwhile, political ac-
tivities within the Congress, which is going to
form the Government in that State with 48
legislators in the 90-member House, are in
full swing. The party general secretary and
Madhya Pradesh incharge, Ms. Prabha Ran,
is reaching Raipur tomorrow to attend the
meeting of the Congress Legislature Party
(CLP).

More than 20 of the 48 Congress legislators
in the new State are tribals. Party sources
said a tribal leader could be given the reigns
of the party in the State in case a non-tribal
was selected for the post of Chief Minister.
The former Union Minister, Mr. Arvind Ne-

tam’s name is among those being mentioned,

for the Chhattisgarh Congress chief.

Some senior Congress leaders, who are not
MLAs but are in the race for Chief Minister-
ship, are staking claims to garner the support
of a majority of legislators and are endeav-
ouring to make the political equations in
their favour. The Congress spokesman, Mr.

A]lt Jepgi’'s suppofter: begeve that Mr. Jogi is
an experienced and kapable tribal leader to
take the command offthe new State. Mr. Jogi’s
affinity with the party high command is con-
sidered to be a plus pint. He has been active
among the tribal Chhattisgarh legislators for
the last one month. Itlis said that tribal legis-
lators pledged to stick to their demand for a
tribal Chief Minister at Bastar's famous Dan-
teshwari temple in the presence of Mr. Jogi.

One view, however, is that important posts
should not go to leaders, who had lost the last
Lok Sabha election, the yardstick set earlier
in the organisation. Supporters of Mr. V.C.
Shukla point out that the senior leader was

most suited for the Chief Minister's post in
view of his political experience and valuable
contribution to the region. They also opine
that keeping aside all differences, Mr. Shukla
worked for the party even though he was de-
prived of the ticket in the last Lok Sabha poll.
He also constituted the Chhattisgarh Rajya
Sangharsh Morcha to press the Centre for
early creation of the State.

All India Congress committee treasurer
and former Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister,
Mr. Motilal Vora’s supporters believe that, as
in the past, Mr. Vora could emerge as a con-
sensus candidate in case of a dilemma over
the candidate for Chief Minister. — UNI

CLP meet to elect leader today

By Our Staff Correspondent

RAIPUR, OCT. 29. The members of the Congress
Legislature Party (CLP) of the new Chhattisgarh
State will be meeting here tomorrow to elect
their leader who would assume office as the
first Chief Minister of the newly carved out
State being created through the bifurcation of
the Central Indian State of Madhya Pradesh.

The 48-member strong Chhattisgath CLPis a
divided house with too many groups and fac-
tions angling for power. On the eve of the CLP
meeting there were at least half a dozen Chief
Ministerial candidates, who were busy muster-
ing support for their cause by organizing close-
door meetings of “friendly and loyal” MLAs at
Durg, Bhilai and Raipur.

The method to be adopted for electing the
CLP leader would be the same as had been uti-
lized earlier when Mr. Digvijay Singh was elect-
ed the CLP leader.

Some leaders who have succeeded in project-
ing themselves as potential candidates for the
Chief Minister's post after a prolonged image
building exercise include stalwarts such as the
former Chief Minister, Mr. 8.C. Shukla and his
younger brother the former Union Minister,
Mr. V.C. Shukla, the AICC Spokesman, Mr. Ajit
Jogi, former Union Minister, Mr. Arvind Netam
and Mr. Motilal Vora, who was earlier a Chief
Minister, State Governor and also a Union Min-
ister.

There are also others, who lack wider accept-
ability but are still being propped up for the
leadership race by different Congress(l) fac-
tions. For the sake of representing the tribals,
and the other backward communities, some
more options are being projected for the Chief
Minister’s post by the different Congress(l) fac-
tions of Madhya Pradesh. These options and

\formulas that include names of some light-
Ilweight candidates such as Mr. Mahendra Kar-
‘ma, Mr. Prem Sai Singh, Mr. Nandkumar Patel
“and Mr. Charandas Mahant are being described
as part of a well thought out strategy by some

powerful Madhya Pradesh Congress(l) factions
to keep at bay the claims of the established
leaders. A section within the Congress party
here is rather irked by the propping up of some
candidates whose allegiance and loyalty to the
Congress party is considered doubtful.

The Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister, Mr. Dig-
vijay Singh, who was in Delhi today was expect-
ed to reach here later this evening along with
the AICC observers for tomorrow's CLP meet-
ing. Mr. V.C. Shukla has been particularly active
here along with his supporters since yesterday.
Mr. Ajit Jogi was expected to arrive here later
tonight from Delhi.

The free-for-all campaign for leadership has
taken away every candidates’ edge for a clear
majority in the CLP. It is under these circum-
stances that Mr. 5.C. Shukla is stressing on the
need for consensus while most of the tribal
MLAs are pressing for a tribal Chief Minister.
The Congress leadership will have to do a tight-
rope walk to seal the leadership issue after the
AICC observers end the task of taking the views
of all the MLAs tomorrow. The undercurrent of
the tribal sentiments are too strong but it re-
mains to be seen whether the choice would rest
on experience and merit or otherwise, if the
issue gets resolved in favour of a tribal candi-
date.

Political observers are also concerned about
the stability of the Congress Government in
Chhattisgarh and are wondering whether or not
the Congress set-up in the new State would
meet the same fate as it had met in Goa and
Uttar Pradesh.

Till this evening, the Madhya Pradesh officers {,
belonging to the all-India services were still
awaiting formal orders for their cadre bifurca-
tion and the uncertainty in this regard was rath-
er demoralizing for those officers who have

already been told by thej inistrative heads
that their services we ing transferred to the
new State.
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ZBIP rejects TMM
claim tc lead govt

"),gi\\ \Q Our Political Bureau

Governors of 3

new states named
G 7/

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 30 OCTOBER
THE BJ LED alliance has conclusively re]ected
the JMM{s claim to lead the government in
minister L.K. Advani to decide on the government
largest party in the proposed Assembly, the BJP.

The decision to reject the JIMM demand came

walk out of the alliance on the
leadership issue

istership.

ernment, it will prefer to sit in the Opposition.

compared to JMM’s 12.

_well as BJP leaders from the region said the party
should stake claim for forming the government.

S — —

Jharkhand\ A meeting convened by Union home :
i clear defiance of the RSS.
formation in Ranchi was unanimous that the right :
to lead the government rested with the single :
; Kumar as governors of Uttaranchal and Jharkhand,
i respectively.

barely hours after the latter renewed its threat to i

ts would take effect f the
eripisme.” STATE OF AFFAIRS v gsvi;srs assume
e chiet, Mr 1bu

Soren, claimant for the top post, had said that his :
party will not accept anything less than chief min- :
i gested by RSS chief K.S. Sudarshan, comes in the

An agency report quoting Mr Soren said if his |
party was denied the opportunity to lead the gov- !
i Although Mr Tiwari was never in the reckoning for

At the meeting on Monday, Mr George
Fernandes shared the home minister’s views on i
the matter. Mr Advani is learnt to have main- :
tained that the chief minister’s post was not nego- |
tiable as the BJP had 32 members in the Assembly
i against picking Mr Tiwari. They alleged he was a
Earlier, party president Bangaru Laxman as !

be seen hovyﬁs reacts to the rejection of its
i nominee. /

NEW DELHI 30 OCTOBER

| THE GOVERNMENT, on Monday, chose former
i Bihar DGP Dinesh Nandan Sahay over Sangh nom-

inee Dinanath Tiwari as the Chattisgarh governor in

The government named Akali leader Surijit
Singh Barnala and Cabinet secretary Prabhat

A presidential communiqué said the appoint-

charge.
The government’s rejection of Planning
Commission member Dinanath Tiwari’s name, sug-

midst of a serious face-off between the Sangh and
the NDA government on economic matters.

the governor’s post, the RSS had actively pitched
for his installation in the Raipur Raj Bhavan due to
his proximity to the Deendayal Upadhyay clan.
But rivals and hopefuls approached the Prime
Minister and home minister to convince them

“crony” of Congress leader Arjun Singh. It is yet to

The Economic Times
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