Jalpaiguri braces
for Kamtapuri..-
chulfengeﬁ'i"i\/; \

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

JALPAIGURI, Aug. 31. —
Jalpaiguri district administra-
tion officials perceive distinct
communal overtones in the lat-
est strategy of the Kamtapur
Peoples Party in their agitation
for a separate state.

In what is being considered a
shift in the party’s stance, the
KPP supporters are becoming
increasingly strident for the
ouster of Bengalis from its
strongholds in the plains of
North Bengal, particularly in
and around Kumargramduar
in the Alipurduar sub-division
of Jalpaiguri district.

The KPP president, Mr Atul
Roy, also seems to endorse the
party supporters’ line of action
in Kumargramduar.

In a recent interview with
The Statesman, Mr Roy cate-
gorically stated that the
Kamtapuris would shortly
launch an all-out agitation to
stake their claims over the
land, water and forest
resources of North Bengal.

Describing the Bengalis as
outsiders, Mr Roy added that
the views postulated by the
deputy chief minister, Mr
Buddhadev Bhattacharya,
defied historical facts regard-
ing the origin of the Kamtapuri
people and their language.

According to Mr
Bhattacharya, the Kamtapuris
are nothing but a part of the

Seven arrested
for Ulfa link

MALDA, Aug. 31. — Seven
persons, suspected to have
links with the Ulfa, were
arrested from Bamongram
under Kaliachak thana area
yesterday. Out of them five
are residents of Dhubri in
Assam.

Local police authorities are
in touch with their counter-
parts in Dhubri and have
sought more information on
five youths belonging to that
region, the additional SP, Mr
‘N. Kaushik, said.

The police suspect that those
arrested were planning either
a major dacoity or some sub-
versive activity in this dis-
trict after having arrived
from Assam.. — SNS

Bengali diaspora and what
they claim to be a separate lan-
guage is “needed a Bengali
dialect spoken in north Bengal
and also in certain parts of
Bangladesh.”

But even as the war of words
between the ruling CPI-M and
the KPP rages Jalpaiguri district

administration officials have

toned up security measures in

view of the KPP’s latest ploy.
The divisional commissioner

of the Jalpaiguri division, Mr

AK Jain, said: “The state gov-
ernment is pulling out\all stops
to meet the challenges posed by
these secessionist forces in
view of the geo-strategic loca-
tion of north Bengal.”
Intelligence network in the
international border areas with
Bhutan, Nepal and Bangladesh
has been considerably strengt-
hened recently, Mr Jain added.
Added to this, the state goy-
ernment’s decision to sanction
four battalions of Rapid Action
Force personnel might subse-
quently be raised by another
three to prevent the inter-party
clashes between the KPP and
the CPI-M supporters.
Expecting the newly sanc-
tioned RAF battalions to be
stationed in North Bengal
shortly, the divisional commis-
sioner said strict vigil is kept
over the KPP supporters’ move-
ments especially in the sensi-
tive border areas of the region.
Detonators seized:A huge
quantity of Detonators was
seized from two persons
belonging to Bihar at the
Mohitnagar Customs check
post near here last night. The
men were arrested under the
Explosives Substance Act.
According to the district mag-
istrate, Mr Subrata Gupta,
2,450 pieces of Detonators were
found in two bags being carried
by the men.
They were on their way to
Assam.
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Gorkha ¢
with Ben

By Nirmalya Banerjee
The Times of India News Service

DARIJEELING: Twelve years after
the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council
was formed, official circles in Dar-
jeeling and Calcutta differ sharply
on how much of the accord still re-
mains to be implemented.

Senior officials in Calcutta say all
the government departments
promised to be transferred to the
council have been handed over.
DGHC functionaries in Darjeeling,
however, assert that this is not the
case. According to DGHC officials,
two departments have not been
transferred: land and transport, in-
cluding development of transport.
According to the accord, land was
to be the first department on which
the council should have had execu-
tive powers. The powers promised
cover allotment and use of any land
other than reserved forests.

Control over the land department
is important for the DGHC as with-
out it the council has no power to
sanction “pattas” to landless people
nor any jurisdiction over the tea gar-
dens in the Darjeeling hills.“Look at
the Bodoland autonomous council.
When it was functioning, the tea gar-
dens were under its jurisdiction,” is
what DGHC councillors are fond of
repeating.

“The government orders neces-
sary to bring the administrative set-
up of these two departments under
the DGHC have not yet been is-
sued,” says a senior DGHC official.
A senior land department official of
the state government in Darjeeling
agrees with what the DGHC asserts.

Submission of utilization certifi-

icil sore
govt.

cates for funds allotted to the
DGHC is another irritant in the re-
lations between the government
and the council. While officials in
Calcutta say all the utilization cer-
tificates have not been submitted,
DGHC  principal  secretary
Prashant dismisses this as a “cock
and bull story”. According to him,
“All the utilization certificates are
up to date till July 31,2000.”

Even if there are some adverse au-
dit reports on DGHC accounts, Mr
Prashant dismisses them as minor
ones. “Which government depart-
ment does not have comments from
the audit,” he asks. Council officials
say “there is a primitive desire to paint
the DGHC black”. They want the
special central assistance from Delhi
—now routed through the state gov-
ernment — to come directly to the
DGHC. The entire amount of the
SCA sanctioned in recent years has
not reached the council. Officials sus-
pect that some funds may have been
diverted. “The hill area sub- plan is
prepared by the DGHC. It goesfo the
Planning Commission directly. Why
should the money not come to the
council directly?” they ask.

Council officials say allotments
from the state plan for some of the
transferred departments has been
ridiculously low. “For tourism we
have got Rs 25 lakh. Last year this
was Rs 15 lakh, though Darjeeling
is the most important tourist desti-
nation in West Bengal,” an official
says. “With this, we cannot even
maintain the existing facilities. For
sports, the plan allotment from the
state government in the past 12
years hasbeen zero.”
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NEW DELH, AUG. 31. Ironically while the more conser-
vative Muslims are tempted to be flattered, if not
taken in by the BJP’s new “pro-Muslim” “line”, the
liberal opinion is not impressed in the least, saying
the friendly noises at Nagpur were essentially an
exercise at '‘image building”.

By Hasan Suroor

No doubt, the new BJP president, Mr. Bangaru
Laxman’s rather evocative phrase, calling Muslims
“the blood of our blood and the flesh of our flesh”’, is
seen as a pleasant departure from the party’'s normal
perception of the community, but nothing more
should be read into it, according to serious analysts.

Prof. Irfan Habib, noted Left-wing historian, was
extremely doubtful whether Mr. Laxman's state-
ment would lead to any significant shift in the BJP’s
approach to Muslims. He recalled that this was not
the first time the BJP had spoken in a manner not
generally associated with it. Some time ago, it de-
clared that it was committed to ““Gandhian social-
ism”, but in the event its policies turned out to be
neither Gandhian nor socialist.

Mr. Laxman's remarks, he said, seemed to be an
attempt to assure the Western world on the eve of
the Prime Minister’s visit to the U.S. that it was not
“anti-minorities”. It could also be an attempt to im-
press the Muslims on the eve of the Assembly elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh. “Probably, the party thinks
that if it doesn’t sound so determinedly anti-Muslim
it could persuade some Muslims to vote for it”.

In Aligarh, he pointed out, there had been no pal-
pable impact of the BJP chief's remark, and he
doubted whether it would swing the Muslim opinion
in favour of the BJP overnight. Words, he said, must
be matched by action on the ground if the BJP want-
ed to really reach out to the Muslims.

Another eminent Muslim scholar, Prof. Mushirul

Muslims see Fﬂetoric, not
‘ideological shift’/; .

§e

Hasan, strongly cautioned against inter!rléivr,lg the
Nagpur “rhetoric” as an “ideological shift” in the
BJP. Mr. Laxman's statement, he pointed out, was
clearly driven by electoral compulsions and was a
conscious attempt to project a “softer” image of
itself, both among the minorities and within the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance. ‘“The BJP wants to pro-
ject itself as a liberal party in order to broaden its
appeal to its NDA allies”, he said.

The proof of the pudding, Prof. Hasan remarked,
was in the eating. It would be interesting to watch
whether Mr. Laxman'’s *‘BJP-Muslim bhai bhai” line
would be translated into action. “Would it be reflect-
ed in the Sangh Parivar’s approach to school curri-
culum for instance or in the policies of recruitment
to the police and in other sensitive areas?”’ he won-
dered.

However, he acknowledged that Mr. Laxamn’s
statement was significant that, for the first time the
BJP seemed to recognise the social and economic
backwardness of the Muslims. At the same time it
“repudiated” the BJP’s “bogey”’ of minorityism.

Mr. Javed Habib, a former student leader of the
Aligarh Muslim University who now heads Bharti
Majlis, described the Nagpur “development’ as sig-
nificant or “pleasantly strange”. He was particularly
impressed with the BJP’s formulation that the Mus-
lims had been victims of the Congress’s ‘‘vote bank”
politics, and thought that this provided a basis for a
maturer political approach towards Muslims. But
first the BJP should talk to the RSS and its other
Sangh Parivar members who continued to be hostile
to the minorities, he said.

The Muslim on the street, meanwhile, is still de-
bating what to make of Mr. Laxman’s speech and it
would take some concrete action on the ground by
the BJP to convince the community of its new cre-
dentials.
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//(fall us nationalist, not,
¥ Hindu: Bangaru e\

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Sept. 1. — Mr
Bangaru Laxman has appealed
to the foreign media to stop
referring to the BJP as a
“Hindu nationalist or a right-
wing party”. The descriptions
were erroneous and misrepre-
sented the BJP in the interna-
tional arena, the BJP chief told
a gathering organised by the
foreign correspondents’ club.
“These labels create pre-con-
ceived notions about our party
in your audiences.”

According to Mr Laxman, the
BJP was “nationalist” — not a
Hindu organisation. It did not
belong to one religious commu-
nity; nor was it a “prisoner of
any dogma”. The BJP “was
wedded to India’s first princi-
ple”, Mr Laxman said.

“We are a nationalist party, .

and we are proud of this fact.
Our vision embraces every reli-

CONGRESS DEMAND

NEW DELHI, Sept. L. — The
Congress today demanded an
assurance from the Prime
Minister that India would
not commit itself to any new
agreement with the USA
over which there was no
political consensus in the
country. Signing of the CTBT
particularly, was a matter on
which Mr AB Vajpayee
should take the nation and
Opposition parties into confi-
dence hefore leaving for the

USA. — SNS

gious, linguistic and ethnic
community in cur vast and
diverse nation.”. The terms
“right-wing and left-wing”. Mr
Laxman said, had no meaning
or relevance in today’s political
and economic environment.

Attack on Cong: The BJP
today said the Congress had
panicked after a Dalit was
elected its party chief, and the
new president had called for
winning over the minorities.

Party spokesman, Mr M
Venkatah Naidu, lampooned
the Congress culture that was
projecting Mrs Priyanka
Vadra’s new-born son as the
party’s new torch-bearer.
Contrast this with Mr
Laxman’s election, he said —
and the BJP, where sincere
and efficient workers could rise
to the highest party posts.

The Congless had reacted
with “panic” to Mr Laxman’s
call to Muslims and Dalits
to join the BJP, Mr Naidu
said.

The Congress feared losing
these. two vote banks, whose
condition it had failed to
improve even after so many
years in power.



Muslim leaders wary of biting
«eBangaru Laxman’s bait¥

By Sa Yusuf Khan

NEW DELHI: Bangaru Laxman’s
overtures to the Muslim communi-
ty appear to be running into a wall
of suspicion and scepticism. The
new BJP president has promised
that his party would make “all-out
sfforts” to woo the Muslims.
Leaders of the community are not
biting. A sampler of some reac-
tions:

(3 “Yeh statement Advani se dilwa
dein, dugduggi toh unke hi haath
mein hai, baki fo naachne wale
hain (Why don’t they get Union
home minister LK. Advani to say
this? He calls the shots, the others
just dance to his tune)—Ahmed
Bukhari, Naib Imam of Jama
Masjid

7 “Sops and crumbs—a token
Muslim on every delegation, some
measly funds for Urdu acade-
mies—won’t do”—Saiyid Hamid,
~ former vice-chancellor, AMU

i O “I had written to Kushabhau
Thakre that the BJP and Muslims
cannot wish each other away,
there’s a need to understand each

other. He didn’t consider it
worth an acknowledgement. If
they’ve had a change of heart, I
don’t know”—Tahir Mahmood,
former chairman, Minorities
Commission.

The message is clear: Muslims
are not ready to bite the bait
unless it’s meaty enough. As a
first step, they would want the
BJP to start a proper dialogue
with the community’s leadership
to figure out what the party is
ready to offer. “If they are willing
to do something about the com-
munity’s educational backward-
ness and give it its due share in
governance and resources, there
would be no problems,” says Mr
Mahmood.

While these leaders do not
doubt Mr Laxman’s sincerity, they
are wondering how much he can
actually deliver, given the compul-
sions of being a part of the Sangh
Parivar. Shiv Sena chief Bal
Thackeray has already voiced his
ire. Clearly, Mr Laxman will have
his work cut out.

“The community is disenchant-
ed with the Congress, but it is look-
ing for something substantial—a
review of the position of Urdu and
reservations for Muslims. If the
BJP comes even halfway up to our
expectations, they stand to gain,”
explains Mr Hamid.

People like Tahir Mahmood see
no point in a perpetual confronta-
tion between the country’s leading
party and the second largest com-
munity. But others like Ahmed
Bukhari are harder to convince:
“A party which dreams of setting
up a Hindu ‘rastra’ cannot be a
well-wisher of Muslims,” he pro-
nounces.

Dubbing Bangaru Laxman a
“puppet president”, he says the
announcement is merely for the
benefit of the international com-
munity, with an eye on e
Minister Vajpayee’s US. trig
“There’s not a single Muslim min-
ister of cabinet rank. And the
Places of Worship Bill in UP.
amounts to rubbing salt into past
wounds,” he adds.
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MLAs queer Cong’ SW

+» Jharkhand pitch

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Sept. 3. — The
Congress is believed to have
decided against bidding for
power in the new state of Jhar-
khand with the help of the RJD
and JMM, giving in to the
demand of partymen from the
region that the party should go
in for a direct fight with the
BJP.

“We can’t announce this offi-
cially now. But seeing the mood
of the party leaders from
Jharkhand, the leadership
would not like to forcibly enter
the race to form government in
the new state. The final deci-
sion on the matter has been
left to Mrs Sonda Gandhi,” a
senior party leader said.

The Congress is afraid that 10

MLAs from Jharkhand, all

ministers now in the Rabri
Devi government, may defect
once it announces the decision
to reject the offer to form a
coalition with Mr Laloo Prasad
~ Yadav and Mr Shibu Soren.

! This, though the combined
i strength of the Congress, RJD
and JMM is 33, which is 8
short of a simple majority in a

House of 81 members whereas
the NDA’s strength is 40, just
one short of majority.

Most Congress MLAs spoke
out against a tie-up with the
RJD at a special meeting con-
vened by the AICC here yester-
day. Sources close to Mrs
Mohsina Kidwai, the AICC
General Secretary in charge of
Bihar, said the party is likely
to go along with the majority
view of leaders from the
Chhotanagpur area: Congress
leaders from the region also
want their own PCC to be
formed right away.

Mr Thomas Hansda, Regional
Congress Committee chief,
Mr Niel Tirkey, minister of
state in the Rabri Devi govern-
ment, Mr Vinay Srivastava,
general secretary of RCC, Mr
Satyendra Jaiswal, Mr JP
Chowdhary and Mr Ghulfam
Mujibi, present at the meeting,
were against a tie-up.

Let there be a direct fight
between the Congress and the
BJP, the Congressmen decided.
Their party should not be used
as a launching pad for Mr
Laloo Yadav and Mr Shibu
Soren, they argued.

There were some like Mr
Chandan Bagchi, acting presi-
dent of the BPCC, and Mr
Sarfaraz Ahmed, who favoured
an alliance with Mr Laloo
Yadav in Jharkhand. But this
view did not find favour with
most participants.

Mr Thomas Hansda is in the
race with three others for the
chief’s post in the proposed
JPCC: Mr Indra Nath Bhagat,
Mr Pradip Balmuchu and Mr
Bhukhla Bhagat. Mr Bhukhla
Bhagat’s detractors have, how-
ever, said he had once fought
Assembly elections as a Jan
Sangh nominee.

According to Mr Ghulfam
Mujibi, Mrs Mohsina Kidwai
assured the assembled leaders
that she would “convey the
feelings of the Jharkand lead-
ers to the party president, Mrs
Sonia Gandhi”.

“When our ministers in Bihar
from Jharkhand are ready to
sit in the Opposition in the
interim assembly ofJharkhand,
we should act in a restrained
manner in the race to power,” a
party leader remarked.

Mr Bagun Sumbrai, the veter-
an tribal leader of Singhbhum

who 1s now a Cabinet minister,
was most vocal in opposing the
move to align with the RJD in
Jharkhand,

All Congress MLAs from
Jharkhand would automatical-
ly cease to be ministers of
Bihar when the state Assembly
is formally segregated from the
parent House by October next.

Samata claim: The acting °

president of the Samata Party,
Mrs Jaya Jaitley, said in
Jamshedpur today that the
NDA would form the govern-
ment in Jharkhand and that
there were no differences
between the constituents over
the leadership issue.

The BJP with 32 members

would be the single largest
party in the interim Jharkhand
Assemly and is likely to lead
the new government.
PCC expulsion: The Bihar
PCC president, Mr Chandan
Bagchi, has expelled eight lead-
ers for anti-party activities,
UNI reports from Patna. The
decision was taken following
green signal from the discipli-
nary committee chairman, the
state general secretary said
here today.



By PURNIMaA S. TRIPATHI V

New Delhi, Sept. 4: There is
confusion about the capital of
newly-created Uttaranchal
state, with the result that the
state might end up having two
capitals. The Kaushik
Committee, which defined the
contours of the state, had rec-
ommended Garsain, a little-
known place in the Garhwal
region.

The place, however, has no
infrastructure to speak of so it

U ttaranchal

A

Nainat

is virtually impostible to base
the kovernment thgre. “It is
impossible to even construct a
proper building in that place
by November,” a UP govern-
ment official said.

Besides, the place is
absolutely inaccessible at the
moment, with the road con-
nection in an extremely bad
condition. “It takes seven
hours to reach the place by

Uttaranchal’

B Continued from Page 1 - -

Dehra Dun and nine from Nainital. “There will be no pfob

the government from these two places,” said officials.
. chief mipister can keep shuttling between the two places.

The capital is not the only issue where there is ambiguily.
ministerial candidate has already emerged as a topic for mach s
tion in the region. With the BJP all set to form the government, gudsses
are being made about the party’s chief whip in the Lok Sabha, Maj. Qen.
B.C. Khanduri (Retd), or another heavyweight from the Garhwal reglon,
Mr Manvendra Shah, being made the first chief minister of the hill state.
According 1o sources in the BJP, Mr Shah’s candidature is being pro-
moted by Ms Vijayaraje Scindia, who is believed to have contacted
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee in this connection. Mr Shah is the
scion of the erstwhile royal family of Garhwal and is also related to the
Scindia family. Maj. Gen. Khanduri, however, is learnt to be the choice
of Union home minister L.K. Advani and Dr Murli Manohar Joshi. The
| local party leaders, however, are known 1o have expressed their appre-

rnad from Dehra Dun. You
obviously cannot have your
capital tucked so far away
from civilisation,” UP govern-
ment officials said.

They said the choice was
narrowing down to Nainital
and Dehra Dun. But the pres-
sure from the Garhwal and
Kumaon regions for the two
places respectively is such
that the state might end up

having both as capitals —-

Dehra Dun as the winter capi-

tal and Nainital as the sum-
mer capital. ‘

Both the places have the
requisite infrastructure to
house a government.
“Nainital has already served
as the summer capital of
Uttar Pradesh, we already
have a Raj Bhavan there.
There are other buildings too

S %/capltals ,,

" hension about his “military” style of functioning and feel this might not
go down well with party supporters, and the people at large, if he
becomes chief minister. Another name which is doing the rounds is that
of Mr Nityanand Swami, the UP Legislative Council chairman. The
points going in his favour are his non-controversial political career, clean
and respectable image and good rapport with the locals. Since he is also
a member of the Legislative Council, it takes care of the problem that the
new chief minister should be a member of the state legislature, a criteria
which neither Mr Shah nor Maj. Gen. Khanduri meet.

THE ASIAN AGE
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" Dehra Dun likely to share honour

which can be used for run-
ning the government without
any alteration or modifica-
tion. Similarly in Dehra Dun
too. The city has adequate
infrastructure to house the
government,” senior UP gov-
ernment officials said.
Senior UP government offi-
cials said as a consequence of
a mini-secretariat in Dehra
Dun and Nainital, 11 govern-
ment departments were
aiready functioning out of
M Turn to Page 2
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Maharashtra norm angers Muslims

By Arunkumar Bhatt b \
MUMBAI, SEPT. 5. The Maharashtra Government has
decidey to take harsh steps — including denial of
rationey foodgrains for the third child — to control
the growing population but not without attracting
wrath of a section of Muslims, including a Minister
of State, Mr. Mohammad Naseem Khan.

The approved size of a family is four — parents
and two children. Any family having a fifth member
would not be entitled to get benefits such as hous-
ing, land for housing, agricultural land, free stu-
dentships, vocational loans and even health care
for the third birth, from May 1, 2001.

In all, these include about 60 benefits pertaining
to various welfare schemes of the State, according
to the Chief Secretary, Mr. Arun Bongirwar. The

. State Government is in no mood to exclude those

living below the poverty line or in the tribal belt.
The Family Welfare Secretary, Mr. S.K. Shrivastava,
said the health care for mother and infant under
the integrated child development scheme would
not be available for the third birth.

Shortly after taking over, the Chief Minister, Mr.
Vilasrao Deshmukh, made it known to everybody
concerned that family planning and birth control
topped his priority list. His Cabinet decided on
March 8 last not to give benefits of any scheme to
families which overgrew.

This prompted different Ministries to issue their
own GRs (Government Resolutions) to exclude
‘third child’ families from their list of beneficiaries.
So far finance, agriculture, cooperation and civil
supplies have issued the GRs and others are expect-
ed to follow suit shortly. Some years ago, the State
Legislature had passed a Bill debarring parents
having three children from contesting local self-
Government elections. The Bill is awaiting the Gov-
ernor’s approval. The Deshmukh Government has

now initiated a move to obtain the approval of the _.

Governor, Dr. P.C. Alexander, so that this law can
come into effect from May 1 next.

But the move is meeting stiff resistance from Mr.
Naseem Khan, the Minister of State for Civil Sup-
plies. He has informed the Chief Minister that the
decision would hit the Muslims hard and hurt their
religious feelings. Several Muslim organisations
have also strongly protested against the Govern-
ment’s decision. The All India Jamiatul Ulema, the
Raza Academy and the Sunni Tableegi Jamaat have
condemned the move as ‘undemocratic’ and com-
pared it to the family planning measure of the In-
dira Gandhi Government during Emergency.

Mr. Mohammed Saeed Noori of the Raza Acade-
my said that the Muslims abided by the Islamic
Shariat laws and these steps were violative of the
same, amounting to interference in Muslim reli-
gious affairs.
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_A Capital questlon W new,
;QWDUH of Gairsai

state: De
Harlsh Chandola % W

Joshimath, September 15

HE HILL. people are for the
Tfirst time coming to know
their collective problems in
the process of setting up a State of
their own. ‘Problems like where
their State capital should be estab-
lished. What is the revenue or
income of their State? Will that be
sufficient to pay the salaries of
Government servants it will inher-
it? Where will money for schools,
roads, hospitals, water supply, etc,
come from? What amount of assis-
tance can they ask from the
Centre, and what may they possi-
bly get?
Countless questions with which
they were earlier unacquainted,
because Ministers and bureaucrats

dealt with them t‘}:}gyay they liked.

The hills were adpiinistered from
far-away Lucknow, from where the
hill people were hardly ever told
about their collective problems
and never asked to participate in
solving them.

The first problem is where to
establish the administrative head-
quarters. They want it in their
midst, so that they can take part in
managing their affairs.

The Ministers and bureaucrats
want the headquarters in a com-
fortable city, where they will be
least bothered by the masses. They
prefer to have it in a powerful,
expensive, intimidating, large city
on the periphery of the hills, dom-

inated by people that have grown
fat with hill profits - the choice
being Dehra Dun.

The initial cost to build the
required infrastructure at Dehra
Dun has been estimated at only Rs
11.5 crore.

On the other hand, in support of
the capital in the hills, the all-pow-
erful women's organisation, the

'TEETHING TROUBLES

UTTARANCHAL

Uttarakhand Mahila Manch, has
called a massive rally at Gairsain,
on September 24.

The manch wants the Centre to
declare this tiny town as the state
headquarters. The Kaushik
Committee of  the U.P.
Government had earlier recom-
mended it in 1994.

So, an undeclared struggle has
broken out between U.P. bureau-
crats, supported by a rich lobby
and the hill people over the pro-
posed interim capital. The bureau-
crats argue that Dehra Dun has a

A

large, comfortable building to
house the State interim Assembly,
secretariat, ministerial homes and
also rail and air connections. It has
excellent schools and colleges,
good medical facilities, hotels,
restaurants and entertainment.

The people, however, want
Gairsain, because it is right in the
heart of the hills, midway between
the two hill regions, Kumaon and
Garhwal. It has fresh air, good cli-
mate, great scenic beauty, abun-
dant space for a State capital and
plenty of Ramganga water.

The general people fear that in a
large city like Dehra Dun, the
Government leaders and officials
will remain as inaccessible as they
were in Lucknow. If they go to
Dehra Dun for official interven-
tion, they will not even be able to
find out whether the leaders are
there or have gone to Delhi or
elsewhere.

On the other hand, if the head-
quarters are in Gairsain, the peo-
ple will know their whereabouts,
because it will take them hours of
travel to get out of the hills unlike
in Dehra Dun where all the com-
munication facilities are present.
The people want their leaders to
remain in the hills to solve their
problems.

Dehra Dun has all the facilities
whereas the hills have hardly any.
It is time some of them reach the
hills too. Creating the capital in the
hills will ensure that.

(To be continued)

FHE HINDUSTAN TINE®

—
LI

[V
-
rJ



the Jharkhand state has sparked

tus fo be accorded to “outsiders
settlers” in the new state with
ibal leaders and certain NGOs
demanding that the 1932 land sur-
vey be accepted as the territorial
boundary to resolve the issue.
Various tribal pressure groups
have demanded a fresh census
based on the 1932 survey to single
out the tribals from what they call
“outsiders”. They have sought im-
mediate restoration of tribal lands
“looted by non-tribals” and granti-
ng of “perpetual right” over their
land to tribals with at least 60 per
cent reservation for them.
However, this has evoked
strong reaction from the RSS, and
has been termed as an “attempt to
exclude non-tribals from having a
decisive say in running the new
state”. The RSS said it might be
forced tc raise its old demand io
“Geny” tribal status to all those
who make such demands exoept-
i ¢ “belonging to the Christ-

ctivism tc forge unity

Atanchj,(Sept, 17: The creaticn of

{. paving the
way for creation of the new state.
Some tribal Ieaders even made
inflammatory speeches fuelling
ethnic tension. Though there are
differences among tribal groups
regarding demarcation of tribals
from non-tribals, most leaders are
in favour ~f 1932 as the base year.
Two  hitherto  unknown
groups, the Jharkhand Arakshan
Raksha Manch (a pressure group
for reservation) and the Jhark-
hand Dishum Akhra, through
local media advertisements, de-
manded exclusion of all “out-
siders” from reservation benefits
and advocated 85 per cent reserva-
tion for “original tribals”.
Analysts see the advertise-
ments as a “subtle” move to pre-
clude the Oraon tribe from being
listed as Schedule Tribes sitice the
Oraons are kinown to have migrat
ed to the Jharkhand region from
Rohtas hundreds af years ago. The
orgarisetions said the Oraon tribe
“hackward
cheduisd

tHE TEM

”khand debate over

Further ngkrawating the issue,
five tribal Congress ministers
ivom the Jharkhand region have
wairned  “outsiders”  against
usurping the rights of “original
sertlers” of the region. However,
they said, all Indians would be al-
lowed to “earn a living and own
lands in Jharkhand”.

At d joint press meet, the five
ministers in the Rabri Devi gov-
erniment Pradip Balmuchu,
Niel Tirkey. Deo Kumar Dhan,
Manoj Kumar Yadav and Sawna
Lakra — said so long as the “out-
siders™ do not “impinge upon the
rights of the original settlers™.
they would be allowed to settle in
Jharkhand and even “indulge” in
politics.

Regarding the party’s decision
to give the ticket to K.K. Tewary
from north Bihar to contest the
last Lok Sabha elections from
Ranchi, the ministers said though
they have no “grudge” against an
“upper class” candidate, they
would have preferred an “original
Brahmin” to contest the polk

The ministers alse 22
JdL mportant party poste o
cosetced for twibals i b o




Uttaranchal faces uncertain future

—

Harish Chandola
Joshimath, September 17

RN
THE HILLS have a fairly high level of literacy. -
Most of the people look for Government jobs. .

The number of agriculturists is dwindling,

because it is no longer profitable. Crafts are "

vanishing.

Labour is imported from Nepal and masons;
carpenters and other skilled workers come from
Bihar.

Liquor consumption is on the rise. UP excise
minister Narayan Ram Das, a hill man and chief
minister hopeful, proudly says that
Uttaranchal's main revenue will come from
liqour sales.

BJP leaders who are running for the CM's
post, are confident that funds for the new state
will come from the Centre. The Centre has
been supporting all states. Why will it deny this
one?

The Centre will provide just enough to sup-

Wl
X ,o\the hill people in a state of abject dependency.
~Otherwise, the people will be forced to amend

port the ministers and bureaucrats and keep

the existing structure and devise their own. This
might just upset the power equations and send
alarm bells ringing in ruling circles.

To cut costs, the hill people may say they do

"not need an army of peons and police consta-
- bles too. Since the state will have no funds to

build a Raj Bhavan and afford a governor, it

- may want to do without one. The people will

thus find ways of living within their means.

The Centre may consider such thinking outra-
geous and accuse them of ignoring the
Constitution, which insists on a governor, as
well as peons. To prevent the people from
changing the present structure, it will offer
them funds for a Raj Bhawan and ministerial
bungalows, cars and salaries of personal assis-
tants, peons and policemen. It will not care if
hospitals have no doctors and medicines and
schools are without teachers. These are not

constitutional requirements.

For a minister a big bugalow and a retinue are
expressions of power. It does not matter if this
power comes by making the state dependent
central funds. To retain power, the minister ha
to make the people dependent on him by doling
out promises and occasional funds.

Such funds are unlikely to create a welfare
society but set up a coterie and a system of
dependency. The burden of this dependency
will ultimately fall on the main working force—
the women—who will have to work harder to
keep society going.

Women comprise the most hard-working
labour force in the hills. The other element that
will seek a change in this system of dependency
will be the youth. Unemployment in hills is
already high. Soon, it may rise higher. They will
then be forced to do something to change the
system that gives them no opportunities.

In the hills this situation is likely to come soon
in the near future. Concluded
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Congress divided over formation

of governm

Ranchi, September 17 \\(;
AN

HE CONGRESS is appar-
I ently divided on the issue of
government formation in

Jharkhand State with several mem-
bers insisting on staying away from
the race and others urging the
party high command to form the
gove/fﬁl%u}lgcnt in’-alliance with the
like-minded non-BJP parties.

At a press‘conference here yes-
terday, out of the five party minis-
ters, three were for the Congress
striving to form the government in
Jharkhand while the remaining left
the matter to the party high com-
and.

Congress legislator and ministers
in ‘the Rabri Devi government
Niyel Tirkey, Deo Kumar Dhan
and Sawna Lakra favoured
Congress for making an attempt to
form the government in the new
state so.as to keep,the communal

- forces “at bay. While, Pradeep
Balmuchu and. Manoj Yadav left
the matter to the party high com-

- mand.

The AICC I g&neral secretary
Mohsina Kidwai at a separate
press conferencqd remained non-
committal on tht issue saying it
was too early to fomment on the

Senior party leader and former
union minister Subodh Kant Sahay
addressing a press conference here
few days back had said it would be
beneficial for the party if it keeps

matter.

itself away from the race and

Cong ministers disown statement

THE CONGRESS ministers, who had been alleged to have issued
statements demanding ouster of non-Jharkhandis’ from the party posts
in the proposed new state today issued a denial saying no such state-
ment had been issued. Addressing a press conference here, Congress
ministers Deo Kumar Dhan and Sawna Lakra, who had been criticised
even by their own party leaders for making statements allegedly on
ethnic lines said they had been misunderstood.

“We are not against anyone staying in Jharkhand, but would certain-
ly oppose those who do not honour local sentiments, we want that due
representation should be given in the political arena to those who are
the inhabitants of Jharkhand”. Mr Dhan said that he believed in
peaceful co-existence of all sections of society and had never said that
those who were from outside Jharkhand should leave the new state.

“What I meant was that they who do not have any base in the area
should not be allowed to run the party affairs in Jharkhand,” he
added.However, they could not define as to who should be called or
what should be the cut-off year to certify original inhabitants of
Jharkhand. UNI, Ranchi
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nt in Jharkhand State

decides to sit in the opposition.

In the numerical game, the
Congress was far behind, he said
adding that it would not be advis-
able for the party to travel with the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RID) in the
new state.

AICC delegates J P Choudhary
and Roshan Lal Bhatia also
expressed similar views. However,
the Jharkhand Regional Congress
Committee, now a state unit, had
suggested making an attempt to
form the government with other
like-minded forces.

In Jharkhand's electoral canvass,
the Congress has 11 legislators fol-
lowed by its ally, the RJD with nine
while the National Democratic
Alliance has a total strength of 52
with 32 legislators from the BJP,
five from the Samata Party, three
from the Janata Dal (United), 12
from the JMM. The remaining
seats in the proposed 81-member
Jharkhand assembly are held by
the CPI three, the CPI (M-L) one,
the MCC one, and four indepen-
dents. (UNI)
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MUMBAL, SEPT. 10. Those Congress-
men who support the demand for
a separate Vidharba State by split-
ting the Marathi-speaking areas
in Maharashtra continue to re-
main steadfast, though the issue
was not discussed in Saturday’s
MPCC(I) meeting convened by its
chief, Mr. Govindrao Adik.

But unlike the Agriculture Min-
ister, Mr. Ranjit Deshmukh, and
others of his ilk, they have de-
clined to make their stand public
“because everyone knows we are
with the notion of a separate Vid-
harba.” On Saturday, some of
them — office-bearers of the
MPCC(]), Ministers, ZP chiefs and
district party presidents — how-
ever did not press Mr. Adik for a

discussion. Those who oppose a
new state, like Mr. S.B. Chavan
have gone public.

These partymen appear to have
taken the view that now that Mr.
Deshmukh has strongly come out
in the open and has begun can-
vassing support from the AICC(),
they have little to do. If they too
go public, they fear that the party
bosses might take them as being
adversely positioned against the
norms of “discipline we are ex-
pected to follow,” sources told
The Hindu.

Mr. Deshmukh insists “I have
always been a strong pro-Vidhar-
ba person” has the signatures of
elected representatives on a pet-
ition to Ms. Sonia Gandhi on the
issue, but awaits an appointment
with her. On the other hand, the

ro-Vidharba Congressme\lg
remain steadfast '

antagonists to statehoo
region are expected to ge
ing from her on Monday. Dr. Sri-
kant Jichkar is preparing to tell
her how misplaced the demand
for a new State was.

fol} the
hdar-

Notwithstanding the threats of
forming a separate block of pro-
Vidharba MLAs in the forthcom-
ing session of the Legislature at
Nagpur several weeks from now,
the common understanding is
that any move would be only after
Ms. Sonia Gandhi makes up her
mind.

If not on the issue, Mr. Adik has
certainly briefed the bosses about
Mr. Deshmukh'’s stancé in which
he has delivered broadsides
against the Chief Minister, Mr. Vi-
lasrao Deshmukh.
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US panel to probe attack

on minorities in In

DESIKAN THIRUNARAYANAPURAM o - Q;\(/*«\Q

|
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WASHINGTON; Sept. 15. — The day after the
Prime Minister ends his state visit to

Washington, a Congress-appointed commission

on religious freedom will hold an inquiry on
attacks on minorities in India and Pakistan.

The list of witnesses includes some of the bit-
terest critics of New Delhi, signalling a spirited

session of India-bashing.

The US Commission on International Religious
Freedom, which was mandated by a law passed
by Congress in 1998, has also urged President
Clinton to take up the attacks on Christians in
India during talks with Mr Vajpayee today.

According to a statement from the commission,
witnesses at the hearing, to be held in the

| Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearing

room on 18 September, will include:
® Ainsley Embree, professer emeritus at

Columbia University,
B Ghulam Nabi Fai, Kashmir
and a critic of Indie

American Council,

PANEL:

(R

India,
® John Dayal, a represe
Christians,

® Mumtaz Ahmad, professor at Hamp

on
University, Hampton, Virginia,
B Mohan Shahani, a Pakistani human rights

lawyer,

® James Channan, a Roman Catholic priest in

Pakistan,

B Mujeeb Rahman, a representative of the

Ahmadiyyas,

® Marshall Bouton, executive vice president of

the Asia Society,

B Sumit Ganguly, professor at the University of

Texas, and

® Robert Oakley, former US ambassador to

Pakistan.

By way of “background” on the issues to be
investigated, the commission said since the
BJP’s rise to power in 1998, “assaults on India’s |
religious minorities by self-proclaimed Hindu -

dia

B Mumtaz Ali Khan, an exp rjon Muslims in

ative of Indian

N See PANEL: page 8

(Continued fromm page 1)
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SILIGURI, Sept. 16. — Facingx;rgsition
from all political parties of this region for
raising the statehood demand and their
alleged terror tactics, the Kamtapuri
organisations have come across a new
adversary in the Bengali Tiger Force
(BTF), an organisation, which till now had
confined its activities to lower Assam.

The BTF has come up with posters. at a
‘| ‘number of places in Jalpaiguri and Cooch
Behar districts within the past one month
directing the pro-Kamtapur organisations
to “drop” the statehood demand.

Cautioning the Kamtapuri organisations
to remain prepared for the eventualities if
they continued with their movement, the
BTF has announced that “any move to
divide West Bengal will be stopped at all
enstg” BF ; B i

~Trandwritien posters in Bengali
X‘th?eﬁe“mg the Kamtapuri organisationq

%yI(amtagur

is face new challenger

with dire consequences, “unless they
backed off from the statehood demand”
have reportedly come up at Haldibari and
Chek Chaka in Cooch Behar districts and
at Samuktald and Barobisa areas in
Jalpaiguri districts since 26 August.

Established in 1993, the BTF was appar- -

ently known for resisting atrocities by Bodo
militants and the Ulfa on other communi-
ties in the Gossaingaon, Dhubri and
Kokrajhar districts of Assam. The recent
warnings issued against the pro-Kamtapur
parties and leaders have established the
BTF’s presence in this state for the first
time.

Admitting that the posters and letters
have added a new dimension to the political
scene here, police of the two districts, how-
ever, refrained from commenting any fur-
ther on the matter.

Claiming responsibility for the messages
in the posters, the BTF has also warned the
Kamtapuri leaders not to collect funds by
extortion. It has also issued threats to the
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The situation has taken a turn for
worse after a school boy was allegedly
napped by BTF activists from Barobisa bor-
dering Assam: recently. Angered with the
incident, a section of Barobisa’s residents
roughed up d few persons who had come
from Gossaingain, Assam. The two inci-
dents have turned peo;?l?iving on either
si?les of the border resentful towards each
other,

Though police, with the help of Assam
police have arrested five people from
Tamarhat of Agsam-in connection with the
kidnapping, the boy is yet to be traced.

The development comes at a time when
most political and social organisations are
contemplating taking up a peace exercise
to promote harmony among the different
communities and ethnic groups in this
region. “A clash between the tapuri
organisations and the BTF at this juncture °
could spoil all the effort,” political

'KPP's CO‘%QE? distritt leader_shiw
e
kid~

. observers fear.



Availability of fund

A" g

s will be

big problem for Uttardanchal

Harish Chandola X\f\,
Joshimath, September 16

HAT IS the revenue and
Wexpenditure of the 13 dis-

tricts that, in a couple of
months, will form a separate hill
state? Ask hopefuls expecting to
become the new state's CM and
they will not be able to answer.
Neither will senior officials. This
vital information is indeed neces-
sary for constituting the new state.

For this, the UP Government has
asked district administrations send
figures of their income and expen-
diture. According to the details so
far sent, in the last financial year
ending March, the expenditure of
11 districts (figures of Chamoli and
Rudraprayag districts had not been
received), was Rs 4,197.69 crore,
and their revenue Rs 2,425.25
crore. Lucknow believed these fig-
ures were exaggerated.

The UP Government estimate is
that the expenditure on the 13 dis-
tricts was about Rs. 3,000 crore and
income from them less than Rs.
1,000 crore. It has now asked dis-
trict administrations for accurate
figures.

:}/ Figures from Udham S}ngh

Nagar district were startling. While
expenditure in the outgoing finan-
cial year was Rs 456.61 crore, its
income was less than a fourth of
that, at Rs 108.50 crore.

Accurate figures, if ever avail-
able, will not drastically change the
above ratio, of the income of the
districts being a third, or hopefully,
a half, of the expenditure on them.

From where will the new state
meet this massive deficit?

In Delhi one runs into econo-
mists and propagandists, whose
names suggest their hill origin but
who might have hardly spent any
time in the land of their ancestors,
giving out optimistic and imagina-
tive statistics of incomes the new
state will derive from electricity
generated from its vast water
resources and mineral deposits.

The flow of all its catchments is
estimated at 51 million hectare-
meters annually, of which half can
be available for use. Of it only
about 8.5 hectare-meters is being
utilised. The hill state expects to
produce about 4,600 megawatt
from its 16 large hydro-electricity
projects. It may be able to generate

an equal amount or even more
from the Test, to sell it to next-door
power-starved states and make
money. But that will need was cap-
ital investment, unavailable to the
new state. Among 16 projects is the
controversial Tehri dam, expected
to produce 600 megawatt of elec-
tricity. Over 30 years ago, it was
estimated to cost Rs 100 crore. Far
from complete, it will not cost well
over Rs. 1,000 crore, and hopefully
last 50 years. Can the new state
afford such gambles? The hills are
believed to hide rich, large mineral
deposits. But no proper survey of
them is available. At the moment,
there is a total ban on mining in the
hills for environmental reasons. To
take even a spade-full of sand from
a riverbed is a crime.

A survey of what and how much
minerals and clays the hills contain

will cost much money. There were |

years when the UP Mineral
Development Corporation spent
zero amounts on exploration in the
hills. For years the state
Directorate of Geology and Mining
did not publish reports of its activi-
ties in the hills.

(To Be Conciuded)
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Jhe harkhand brings Laloo, rivals together

Saroj Na | \
Ne;? lDelhc‘, September 27 \& \/ }[;\C\
4

sible/realignment of forces.
Uftil a few months back, such a scenario

Lfloo Prasad Yadav and his bete noire JD(U)
Ifader Sharad Yadav and Samata leader Nitish
umar sharing the same dais. Undoubtedly, the
setting today did not involve party politics or
politicking. Chief Minister Rabri Devi had
ivited Union Ministers, MPs and political
leaders from Bihar for a meeting in the Capital
to discuss the state's claim for additional
resources following the creation of Jharkhand,

After the four-hour session, Agriculture
Minister Nitish Kumar told newspersons that
there was "no politics” involved in the conclave,
Mr Laloo Prasad too asserted that "no political
message should be read into it".

On the face of it this was true since it con-
cerned the larger interest of the truncated state,
involved MPs across the political spectrum and
united parties in seeking a package for Bihar.

But in an informal interaction with correspon-
dents, the RID leader admitted that he was

Id have been unimaginable: RID chief

keen to see his erstwhile colleagues come
together. Although he laughed off the query
whether he had raised the issue with them, he
made it a point to state that “we have after been
part of the same family."

Mr Laloo Prasad's desire may or may not be
shared by the leaders who were once of the
same family. But the fact that the RID chief
spoke of it indicated of the scenario he was
keen to build on.

Even otherwise, there were two incipient
political signals in the Delhi meeting. One, JD
(U) leader Ram Vilas Paswan, who has been
toying with the idea of floating his own outfit,
was not part of the conclave. Unlike ministers
like George Fernandes, Yashwant Sinha, C P
Thakur and Shahnawaz Hussain who wrote to
express their support for such a meeting, there
was no word from the dalit leader.

Secondly, with the Delhi meeting, the RJD
had taken charge of the campaign that Mr
Nitish Kumar had initiated in August for a bet-
ter deal for the state and managed to quash
reports of a revolt brewing in his party.

Meanwhile, ministers, MPs and leaders, cut-
ting across party lines, today called for a Rs 1.5
crore financial package from the Centre to help
offset the losses following the creation of
Jharkhand. Bihar would also lose about Rs

3,707 crore annually as taxes from the
Jharkhand region.

Sinking their political differences to gather in
Delhi at the invitation of Bihar Chief Minister
Rabri Devi, the conclave decided that a joint
delegation will meet Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee after 45 days after fine-tuning the pro-
jects and schemes they need investments for,

They would also meet the Planning
Commission Deputy Chairman in this regard. A
cell has already been set up in Yojana Bhavan to
chalk out plans for the state's economic devel-
opment. Keen to signal their unity on the issue
of Bihar's development in order to exert pres-
sure on the Centre, Agriculture Minister and
Samata leader Nitish Kumar told newspersons
that a team of MPs will be constituted to identi-
fy projects in infrastructure like power, railways,
roads, agriculture, irrigation and airways.

Over the next fortnight or so, department-
wise and scheme-wise projects would be pre-
pared with the help of officials, RID leader
Laloo Prasad Yadav said.

Stating that a massive infrastructure fund was
needed to bridge the gap between Bihar and
other states, the meeting called for writing off
central loans, reviving industrial units, provid-
ing central excise benefits as in Assam and lib-
eralised credit and lending norms for industry.

MEETING OF MINDS: (From left) Nitish Kumar, Digvijay Singh, Rabri Devi, Laloo Prasad Yadav and Sharad Yadav during a meeting of Bihar MPs
in the Capital on Wednesday to discuss the fallout from the creation of Jharkhand. Photo: Ajay Aggarwal
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Lok Sabha- passes
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NEW DELHI, July 31. — The
Lok Sabha today passed by
voice vote the Madhya Pradesh
Reorganisation Bill 2000 which
provides for the creation of
Chhattisgarh.

The Bill's passage in the
Lower House is considered to
be the first step towards the
creation of the three new states
— Chhattisgarh,
Uttaranchal and
Jharkhand.

The Prime ;
Minister was pre-
~ sent along with
his ministers in !
the nearly-full tr- !
easury benches to
ooth
passage of the |
Bill which. was j
placed by the ]
Union home min- |
ister, Mr LK Ad-
vani, at the end
of a four-hour dis-
cussion on the
subject.

All the 14 am- |
endments, includ-
ing those of Mr
Raghuvans Prasad Singh who
moved as many as 11 amend-
ments to the Bill, were rejected
by the House. In the absence of
any opposition to the Bill, Mr
Advani said he was amenable
to bring in any fresh amend-
ment even after the creation of
the new state.

Under Clause 86 of the Bill,
the President has the power to
take decisions to overcome
“any difficulty arising in giving

PROPOSED
CHHATTISGARH STATE

garh Bill

effect to the prOVISlOIlS of the
Act”,

Some members, including Mr
Shyama Charan Shukla
(Congress), who belongs to the
Chhattisgarh region, raised the
issue of sharing of power with
the parent state till the cre-
ation of an electricity board for
the new state.

Some members also suggested

that state government employ-
ees, including
officials of the
central services,
"} should be given
R' the option of
. either remaining
;in the parent
tate or going to
1 the new state.
i Sixteen districts
f of Madhya Pra-
: desh would form
I the new state of
"Chhattisgarh.
. They are: Bastar,
Bilaspur Dant-
. ewada, Dhamtari,
? Durg, dJanjgir-
Champa, Jash-
pur, Kanker, Ka-
- wardha, Korba,
Koriya,
Mahasamand, Raigarh, Rai-
pur, Rajnandgaon and Suru-
guja.

Since the new state would
inherit MLAs elected in the
last elections, the Congress,
which will have a majority of
its own, is slated to form the
first government of the new
state. The existing members of
the Lok Sabha elected from the
Chhattisgarh region will repre-
sent the new state.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 31. The process of
creating- Chhatisgarh, Uttaran-
chal and Jharkhand got off the
ground today with the Lok Sabha
passing the Madhya Pradesh Re-
organisation Bill, 2000 by voice
vote. The Bill, which seeks to “re-
constitute” Madhya Pradesh by
carving a separate state of Chha-
tisgarh out of it, had a smooth
passage despite reservations in
some quarters.

The Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani, said the creation of Chha-
tisgarh would facilitate speedy
and more balanced development
of the region and meet the demo-
cratic aspirations of the people
there. The proposed tribal-dom-
inated -State would consist of 16
districts and have an estimated
population of 1.76 crores, of
which 78 lakh people would be-
long to the Scheduled Tribes.

Initiating the discussion, the
Congress(I) leader, Mr. Shyama
Charan Shukla, said that during
the past two decades develop-
ment work in the Chhattisgarh ar-
ea had come to a halt. He urged

¢ Chhatisgarh will \¢\/
cilitate developme

the Centre to grant Rs. 2,000
crores for building a new capital
for the proposed State and Rs.
8,000 crores for infrastructure.

Opposing the Bill, Mr. Bajuban
Reang (CPI-M) said creation of
new States would not solve the
problems of lopsided develop-
ment. Mr. Raghuvansh Prasad
Singh (RJD) demanded that the
Bill be referred to a select com-
mittee. He also cautioned the
Government agair:/s:f'Lrus ing |

through. -
Supportirz it?}e creation of

Chbhattisgarh, the BSP leader, Ms.
Mayawati, said it would help trib-
als and backward communities.

According to the statement of
objects and reasons, the Bill seeks

to uphold the commitment which |

the President gave in his address

to Parliament on October 25,1999.

The Uttar Pradesh Reorganisa-
tion Bill is expected to come up
for discussion and passing tomor-
row, and the Bihar Reorganisa-
fion Bill on Wednesday. If the U.P.
Bill gets delayed, the Bihar Biil
would be taken up on Thursday.
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/MPCC BJP claim

¢ VICtOry over
%hhattlsgarh Bill

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ™

BHOPAL, Aug. 1. — The Madhya Pradesh Congress and the state

BJP vied with each other to take credit for yesterday’s passage of
_ the Bill — called the Madhya Pradesh Reorganisation Bill, 2000 —
in the Lok Sabha for the creation of a separate Chhattisgarh state.

The Speaker of the Madhya Pradesh Assembly, Mr Sriniwas
Tiwari, on the other hand, today again raised the demand for
statehood to the Vindya region of Madhya Pradesh.

The former Union minister and Chhattisgarh Congress stalwart,
Mr VC Shukla, attributed the passage oﬁ the Chhattisgarh Bill in
the Lok Sabha to the strident campaign spearheadéed by his
organisation, the Chhattisgarh Rajya Sangharsh Morcha, over
the last several weeks.

Speaking to The Statesman here today, Mr Shukla said, “Four
massive agitations undertaken by our organisation - mcludm g
the 24 June jail bharo andolan and 20 July Chhattisgarh bandh --
forced the Union government, dithering on the issue since 1998, to
hasten the process of introducing and passing the Bill in the Lok
Sabha”. Mr Shukla said the Madhya Pradesh Congress Committee
made a “mistake” in not extending its full support to his organisa-
tion. “Otherwise, the MPCC could have today shared the credit
with the Chhattlsgarh Rajya Sangharsh Morcha for decisively
paving the way for the formation of the Chhattisgarh state.” :

Mr Shukla attacked some state ministers from the Chhattisgarh
region and other Congress leaders for trying to checkmate his
organisation on the ground that the former should have launched
his campaign under the aegis of the MPCC. “They are pygmies
who cut a sorry figure today,” he said. It is evident that M
Shukla is eyeing the Chief Minister’s s post of the proposed
Chhattisgarh state, given that the Congress is in a comfortable
position to form the government in the new state.
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Uttaranchal Bill

A'f\—‘)r ’;' 3(

passed in LS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ()/{ 9)

NEW DELHI, Aug. 1. — The

Uttaranchal Bill was passed by
the Lok Sabha amid protests
by Akali Dal members who
walked out over Udham Singh
Nagar becoming part of the
. new state.

The Bill, moved by Mr LK

Advani, was adopted by voice

vote with three official amend-

ments. Besides the Akalis, who
protested on behalf of the Sikh
settlers in the Terai region of
Uttar Pradesh, another NDA
ally — Trinamul Congress —
registered its objection, saying
migrant Bengalis wanted
Udham Singh Nagar to remain
part of Uttar Pradesh.

Mr Sudip Bandhopadhyay
(Trinamul), however said, said:
| “I have got up to support the
UP Reorganisation Bill.”

The debate, lasting more than
six hours, took note of the “sac-
rifices” of the people of
Kumaon and Garhwal, particu-
| larly the women, during the
1 movement for a hill state.

Two Sikh members of the
Congress walked out before Mr
Narain Dutt Tiwary, former
UP chief minister and a resi-
dent of Nainital district, initi-
ated the discussion expressing
support for the new state. Mr
dJS Brar returned to the House

. after senior Congress leaders

. persuaded him to speak in

v o

favour of the Bill. He returLd

but protested over inclusion of
Udham Singh Nagar in the
new state.
Uttaranchal will compri’se@
districts — Pauri Garhwal,
Tehri Garhwal, Uttar Kashi,
Chamoli, Dehradun, Nainital,
Almora, Pithoragarh, Udham
8ingh Nagar, Bageshwar,
Champawat, Rudraprayag and
Hardwar. Some members,
including Mr Mulayam Singh
Yadav, demanded ‘that
Hardwar remain part of UP.
Differences between the CPI
and CPI-M came into the open.
Mr Indrajit Gupta (CPI), for-
mer Union home minister, sup-
ported Uttaranchal whereas
Mr Basudev Acharya (CPI-M)
termed the formation of small-
er states as a threat to the
country’s unity and integrity.
Mr Advani reminded the
House that after the reorgani-
sation of states on a linghistic

basis in 1956, Punjab way” -

divided into Punjab, Haryana
and Himachal Pradesh and
seven new were formed in the
North-east. “But nothing hap-
pened. It has not threatened
the country’s unity and integri-
ty,” the home minister said.
Agreeing with Mr Ajit Sing
contention that UP be i

from the UP

gove\'nment

uld consider it.
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W« A state 1s born )\,

WITH THE Lok Sabha clearing the Chhatisgarh statehood
bill, it is only a matter of time before the new state is ingugu-
rated. All the other formalities were completed earlier as there
was no opposition to the idea from within Madhya Pradesh out
of which it is to be carved out. And, above all, both the BJP and
the Congress supported its formation. In the Lok Sabha, the
legislation in favour of the new state was opposed only by the
CPI(M), the RJD and the Samajwadi Party, that is political
entities which are battling breakaway demands in West Bengal,
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh respectively. Interestingly, unlike the
CPI(M), the CPI supports the creation of Chhatisgarh.

Those who oppose the formation of new states in West
Bengal, Bihar and UP may, in part, be doing so from a narrow,
possibly quasi-chauvinist, perspective. But does this automati-
cally render valid the establishment of new states in the coun-
try? The question merits consideration. First of all, the coming
into being of Chhatisgarh is likely to provide fresh impetus to
the demand for Vindhyachal in MP itself, It is far from clear if
this will receive the kind of all-party support that Chhatisgarh
did within that state. Besides, there are similar demands
pending in other states as well, for example, Vidarbha in
Maharashtra, not to mention Telengana in Andhra Pradesh,
If each of these were to mature to fruition, the broadly linguis-
tic reorganisation of states, effected in the Fifties, would
be stood on its head. :

Proponents of new states argue that the cause of development
will be better served if their demands were met. This, however,
is not the experience in insurgency-ridden north-eastern India
even after new states were created by carving up Assam which,
admittedly, was very large from an administrative point of view,
And, let’s face it, the linguistic criterion subsumes the argu-
ment for development, and also, in our context, answers issues
relating to democratic quests better than perhaps any other
yardstick. In MP’s case, it is hardly possible to argue that the
Chhatisgarh region alone suffered from a lack of development,
and that the birth of the new state will automatically spur
welfare. The development paradigm is far more complex than
agitationists for new states think, Usually, creating new admin-
istrative units ends up buoying the narrow aspirations of small
but powefful local groups, without doing much for the welfare
of thp/general mass of the population. \
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“Jharkhand Bill passed

New Delhi, August 2 o aj "

HE BILL to create mﬂa@mnﬁofmvﬂ\ma

of Jharkhand, to be carved-out of

Bihar, was passed in the Lok Sabha
today by voice with two key allies of rul-
ing NDA strongly opposing the measure
and the Opposition Rashtriya Janata Dal
and the CPI-M demanding it be referred
to a parliamentary committee.

Even before the Home Minister Mr Lal
Krishna Advani moved the Bihar
Reorganisation Bill for consideration,
Devendra Prasad Yadav (Janata Dal-
United) raised a point of order that the
measure did not have an "adequate”
financial memorandum and hence it be
referred to a joint parliamentary commit-
* @e or a select committee.

He was supported by Prabhu Nath
Singh (Samata), Basudeb Acharia (CPI-
M) and Raghuvansh Prasad Singh
(RID).

The Home Minister said the Bill has
financial memorandum similar to the
other statehood Bills.

Besides, he pointed out that the gov-
ernment has created a unit in the
Planning Commission headed by the
Deputy Chairperson to go into matters
relating to the rest of Bihar consequent
on the creation of Jharkhand.

This, he said, had happened for the first
time in the history of reorganisation of
states.,

Initiating the discussion on the Bill,
Thomas ‘Hansda (Cong) said that cre-
ation of Jharkhand was a long-pending
of the local people and appealed

to all concerned not to raise any contro-
versy over its creation.

Referring to the underdevelopment of
the Jharkhand areas, Hansda wanted the
Centre to act fast to rectify the situatior.

He cautioned that if this was not done,
there would be severe problems in the
proposed state.

hungry and not those who are well fed,"
he said.

Karia Munda (BJP) said the people of
the JTharkhand region had been exploited
and neglected in social, economic, educa-
tional and political spheres for the last 50
years despite their contribution towards
Bihar's development.

Subodh Rai (CPI-

UTTAR PRADESH

"On demands from certain parties like
the RJD that there should be.a special
package for the rest of Bihar, he said
such a package should be given to
Jharkhand.

"You have to take care of those who are

PROPOSED
JHARKHAND STATE

M) opposed the Bill
saying that the cre-
ation of the proposed
state would neither
be in the interest of
the  people of
Jharkhand nor that
of the country.

Prabhunath Singh
(Samata) supported
the Bill and demand-
special package
the speedy and
verall development
of Bihar after
Jharkhand is carved
out,

The Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) demand-
ed the return of
Saraikela and
Kharsuan areas to
Orissa saying that the
aspirations of the
Oriya-speaking people in these areas
should not be ignored.

Tarlochan Kanungo said the people of
Saraikela and Kharsuan felt that injustice
had been inflicted ppog them following
the new measure.

N Z

Akali Dal will oppose
Uttaranchal Bill in RS

New Delhi, August 2

BITTERLY CUT-UP over the inclusion of Udham
Singh Nagar into the proposed Uttaranchal State,
the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) today announced
that it would take up this issue with the National
Democratic Alliance partners and will also oppose
the Uttar Pradesh Reorganisation Bill 2000 in the
Rajya Sabha.

SAD general secretary Balwinder Singh Bhunder
told newsmen that they would spell out their final
position on their future tie-up with the NDA in a
meeting, slated to be held on August 5 in
Chandigarh. The Akali leader was responding to
mediapersons queries whether the Akalis would like
to stay with the NDA Government following the
overlooking of 'their point of view' by their ally at
the Central Government.

Meanwhile, Defence Minister George Fernandes
has denied that he had mislead Parliament by his
statement on Udhamsingh Nagar becoming a part
of Uttaranchal. In a statement, he said he had only
stated that he had recommended to the Home
Minister that Udhamsingh Nagar should be a part
of Uttaranchal and.there were differening percep-
tions on the issue.

He said he had pointed out in his last report to the
Home Minister that Punjab Chief Minister had
strong reservations as "he is of the view that either
Udhamsingh Nagar stays in UP or a larger
Uttaranchal, including some neighbouring districts
be formed".

The Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) said it would take
up this issue with the NDA partners and oppose the
UP Reorganisation Bill, 2000 in the Rajya Sabha.

SAD general secretary Balwinder Singh Bhunder
said the party's political affairs committee (PAC)
would spell out its stand on August 5.

HTC, Agencies

, s

Uttaranchal State
may spell trouble
for Gupta Govt

Saroj Nagi
New Delhi, August 2

THE CREATION of the three
new states spells a mixed bag of
fortunes. The formation of
Uttaranchal and Jharkhand is
likely to hoist the BJP and its
allies to power in these states.

But it would also ironically put
the party's Ram Prakash Gupta
government in Uttar Pradesh
under greater strain and threat
from allies like the Loktantrick
Congress as it is left to skate with
the razor-thin majority provided
by them.

The party, which was in a minor-
ity would be left with only 158
members in an assembly left of
404 seats, with the Loktantrick
Congress upset that its demand to
keep Hardwar in Uttar Pradesh
was not met.

Although the new state of
Uttaranchal will have 70 legisla-
tors and five Mps, the BJP had
virtually swept the last elections in
the area which elects 21 MLAs
and four MPs,

With 17 of the party's legislators
hailing from this region, the UP

government is expected to limp
along till one of its allies pulls the
plug.

While Jharkhand could see the
NDA in government, in neigh-
bouring Bihar, its bete noire,
RJID's Laloo Prasad Yadav stands
to strengthen its position.

With less than 10 of the 123 RJD
legislators coming from the
Jharkhand region, the RJD would
need the support of only about a
half a dozen MLAs as itsdepen-
dence on the Congress gets sub-
stantially reduced in the truncated
assembly. )

However, Mr Yadav, who is
fighting a legal battle and the
Opposition onslaught over the
series of killings in his state, is
unlikely to shrug off its ally whose
depleting strength would get fur-
ther sapped with the bifurcation
of the state.

Meanwhile, the BJP's strength
would be cleaved in the middle
with 32 of its members coming
from the Jharkhand region and 35
from main Bihar.

The party would have to redou-
ble its efforts to catch up with the

RID. \\
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Interim adm%aj&t’r

for UttarancHal put of

By Arvind Singh Bight
The Times of India News Service
LUCKNOW: A proposal for an in-
terim administrative arrangement
in the 13 hill districts was put on
hold by the UP cabinet on Wednes-
day despite adoption of the Ut-
taranchal Bill in the Lok Sabha.
Chief minister Ram Prakash
Gupta found it tough to push the
proposal in the face of
angry protests lodged |
by a host of cabinet |
ministers from the BJP |
and its coalition part-
ners, particularly the |
Loktantrik Congress
Party (LCP).
1 The cause for con-
cern for the state gov-
ernment was the adop-
tion of the bill without
carrying its amend-
ments. The state gov-
emment had proposed
as many as 28 amend- }:
ments in the Bill when
it was sent for ap-
proval in the legisla- |
ture. The important
amendments included
the creation of Ut- |
taranchal without
Hardwar and the con-

W

and financial control over the
planned as well as non-planned
budget. For the current financial
year, the plan outlay stands at Rs
900 crore and the non-plan outlay
at over Rs 2000 crore. Although the
fund is provided by the hill devel-
opment department, it has no con-
trol over various other depart-
ments, which work under the super-

PRADESH

UDHAM SINGH NAGAR

atn;e

trol of UP over power
projects in the hills.
Prominent among those who op-
posed the proposal for new admin-
Istrative arrangement were senior
BJP ministers like Kalraj Mishra
(PWD), Lalji Tandon (urban devel-
opment) and Naresh Agarwal
(power), also president of the LCP,
The proposal, moved by the UP
hill development department,
sought a complete administrative

vision of different ministries con-
cerned.

This creates an imbalance with
the effect that the purpose of coor-
dinated planning in the hills re-
mains unfulfilled in spite of the cre-
ation of the hill development de-
partment. The department was cre-
ated in 1973 as a part of package to
keep the demand for a separate hill
state at bay by the then prime min-

N A/
A%

set- lép
ister late Indira Gandhi.

Cabinet approval was sought for
financial and administrative powers
to nodal officers in hill region,
strengthening of mini hill secretari-
ats already functional at Nainital
and Dehradun by recruiting more
staff and transfer and posting of of-
ficials to the hill region with the ap-
proval of the hill development de-
_ partment. The cabinet,
. however, decided to set
up a committee headed
by chief secretary for
tudying the proposal
nd a decision would
= be taken only after his
. decision.

Refusing to com-
. ment on the issue, the
= chief minister said any
. decision about the hill
. areas would be taken
only after it received
the copy of the bill
. passed by the Centre.
On other hand, Naresh
Agarwal said that his
party had the option to
go to court regarding
the inclusion of Hard-
war in Uttaranchal.
Meanwhile, hill de-
velopment  minister
*% Matvar Singh Kandari
while hailing the adoption of the
bill said that misgivings created
against Uttaranchal were nothing
but a handiwork of vested interests.
He said Uttaranchal would in no
way stand in the development of
UP, which was like its big brother.
Regarding the inclusion of Hard-
war and Uddham Singh Nagar in
the hills, he said they were integral
part of the hill areas.

N\~




Issue of Jharkhand CM m

cause deep rift in

By Sachchidanand Jha
The Times of India News Service

PATNA: The passing of the Bihar
" Reorganisation (Jharkhand) Bill,
2000 by Parliament is likely to give
rise to a deep rift in the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) since
one of its constituents, Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM), has already
staked its claim to the post of chief
minister of the pro-
posed  Jharkhand
state. JMM president
Shibu Soren staked
his claim to the post
soon after the ratifi-
cation of the Bill by
the Bihar legislative
assembly last year.

The JMM had
joined the NDA after
the Bihar assembly
elections and had
played an important
role in the formation
of the NDA govern-
ment headed by Ni-
tish Kumar in March
last.

Although Mr
Soren’s claim an-
noyed the BJP lead-
ership, none of its top
leaders took issue
with him about the
chief ministership of
the proposed new
state in view of the
delay in passing the Bill by Parlia-
ment. Now that the Bill has been
passed, the power struggle in the
NDA is likely to intensify since the
BJP, Samata Party and JD (U) to-
gether would have only 41 mem-
bers in the 82-member Jharkhand
state assembly. This includes one

nominated member. i
The BJP cannot fo
ment in Jharkhand unless it gets the
support of the JMM, whicl would
have 12 members in the nep state
assembly. The NDA would need
the support of at least one more
MLA to form its government if the
JMM refuses to support it. The BJP
would have 32 members in the

PROPOSED
HARKHAND STATE

Jharkhand assembly while the
Samata and the JD (U) would have
5 and 3 members respectively.
Obviously, the Congress with 11
members in the new assembly and
RID with 9 members would like to
woo Mr Soren in their bid to pre-
vent the formation of an NDA gov-

may
DA P

ernment. But the number game
does not favour the Congress, RID
and JMM either as they would have
to muster the support of at least 10
more MLAs to prevent the NDA
from forming its government in
Jharkhand.

Meanwhile, Bihar law minister
Shakeel Ahmed Khan said that the
Centre should simultaneously an-
nounce special packages for
both the truncated Bihar
and Jharkhand. The RJD
wanted the development of
both the states, he added.

The Bharatiya Jan Con-
gress (Rashtriya) has, how-
ever, described the passing
of the Bihar Reorganisation
Bill as an unfortunate devel-
opment. Its state president
Jagnarain Trivedi and vice-
president I.A. Khan said
that the division of Bihar
would go against the interest
of all its people. They main-
tained that the NDA-led
Union government wanted
to divide the state for obvi-
ous political reasons. They
also held the Congress re-
sponsible for the division of
the state.

The BJC leaders said that
the division of the state
would give a fillip to extrem-
ist activities in the Jhark-
hand region.

Senior BJP leaders, including its
state unit chief Nand Kishore Ya-
dav, general secretary in charge of
South Bihar Saryu Rai and leader
of the opposition in the Bihar as-
sembly Sushil Kumar Modi, and
RID chief Laloo Prasad Yadav are
currently away in Delhi.

o - -
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egional outfits begin to reany

Saro) Nagl /
New Delhi, August 3 \k(\

REGIONAL OUTFITS and small
olitical groupings like the
volutionary Socialist Party, the
Samajwadi Party and the Samata
have begun to dream of securin,
the status of a national party wit
the proposed creation of
Uttaranchal, Jharkhand and"
Chattisgarh. Even the major pat-
ties, like the CPI-M, under threat
of being stripped of this status, are
likely to use the opportunity pro-
vided to bolster their case.

The fact that the proposed
States would be small in size

with Jharkhand and
Chattisgarh getting a 90-member
Assembly and Uttaranchal a 70-
member House - makes the task
less arduous for many of these par-
ties, to qualify for recognition as a
national party, a political forma-
tion needs to fulfil at least one of
the three criterion set out.

It should either have one Lok
Sabha member for every 25 MPs in
that State or one legislator for
every 30 MLAs in the .ﬁssembly or
six per cent of the valid votes
polled in the last Assembly or gen-
eral election in the State.

At present, according to the

Election Commission's records,
only the BJP, Congress, Bahujan
Samaj Party, CPI and NCP fulfil
the recognition criteria. While the
CPI-M, the JD (S) and JD (U) still
figure as national parties on its
records, the Commission is also
looking into the question of with-
drawing the status from them since
they no longer meet the yardstick.

e formation of the new States

-would bring the RSP closest to

such recognition,
Virtually an unknown entity in
the vast tracts of the country, the

Creation Of New States

RSP fulfills at least one of the
three yardsticks in the three Left
strongholds of West Bengal,
Kerala and Tripura.

It needs to carve out a niche for
itself in one more State to claim
recognition as a national party.
Jharkhand and Bihar are likely to
be the obvious choices for making
such a foray.

The Samata meets the EC's
requirements only in Bihar and
Manipur and needs to build its
base in another two States before it
can claim recognition. It fails to
pass the test in the proposed

f gettmg\gnatlonal party s{t&];ug\

Jharkhand State, with only two of
\ts 14 Bihar MLAs hailing from
this region.

The Samajwadi Party is a strong
force only in UP. Although it has a
couple ~ of ' legislators  in
Maharashtra and West Bengal, it
does not measure up to the EC's
standards  for  recognition,
However, the SP leadership has
already begun talking about
expanding the organisation and its
activities, articularly in
Uttaranchal, where it has only one
legislator at the moment,

The party proposes to
contest all the 70 seats in
the first elections after the
formation of the State so
that it can garner the necessary
votes in its road towards recogni-
tion.

The CPI-M, which is expected to
go into a long-drawn battle with
the Election Commission to retain
its status as a national party, would
use the opportunity provided in
some of these States to build up a
base and poll the necessary votes
even while contesting the existing
rules that put a State with one MP
at par with another which elects
over 50. Other outfits, confined to
one or two States, could also
attempt a foray.

THE HINDUSTAN TZ=t
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THE CONSTI‘TQJ)FION is quite flexible when it come!

e
creation of new states; it requires only a simple majoryy in
Parliament for the step. And yet, the question of separate
statehood has often persisted for years for reasons of political
expediency and competitive populism. Take the case of
Jharkhand, The demand was first made over 60 years ago.
Even the States Reorganisation Commission considered it
favourably. But all major political parties merely exploited the
divisive character of the Jharkhand movement and used the
statehood issue only to win elections. The story of Uttaranchal
is hardly any different. The UP Assembly passed resolutions in
its favour thrice but the Centre paid only lip service to the
movement. The BJP Government can now claim credit for the
passage of the Bills paving the way for the creation of
Chhattisgarh, Uttaranchal and Jharkhand, but the BJP leaders
too have hardly spoken in one voice on these issues.

The Vajpayee Government's decision to get the statehood
legislations approved by Parliament is in line with its election |
pledge. That the Bills could be passed despite serious reserva-
tions by some of the NDA allies is creditable. But the
' Government cannot ignore the warnings from the Akali Dal
and the Biju Janata Dal in this respect. The creation of the
new states is bound to gladden many hearts in these regions.
But not everything has been said on the matter. If the protag-
onists of the Jharkhand movement feel somewhat cheated for
getting less than what they had bargained for, the BJD is peev-
ed over the inclusion of Seraikella and Kharasuian in the
Jharkhand State. No one believes that the BJD leaders will
walk out of the coalition if their demands are not met. They
are perhaps raking up an emotive issue more to secure politi-
cal mileage than for a decisive break with the NDA, But mis-
givings will nevertheless remain.

Unlike the BJD’s complaint, the Akalis’ grouse is not merely
part of pressure tactics. They seem to feel genuinely hurt. The
Akalis have been demanding the exclusion of Udham Singh
Nagar from the proposed new State of Uttaranchal. They are
now complaining that their party has done more for the BJP —
by recognising it when it was considered untouchable — than
the BJP for it. The Akalis will presumably take a decision
whether to stay on in the coalition or not in the next few days.
Even though the Akali demand is evidently parochial, a hard
line adopted by the party can rock the NDA boat. The BJE,
therefore, appears to have taken a calculated risk. The only dif-
ficulty is that if the disillusioned allies choose to act tough, the
BJP will find few escape routes.

)
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Bihar Congress
divided over

backin

,D(W

MOHAN SAHAY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aug. 19. — The
Bihar unit of the Congress is
sharply divided over backing
the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
leader, Mr Sibu Soren, as the
chief minister of the proposed
Jharkhand state in league with
its ally, the RJD.

Mr Satyendra Jaiswal, Mr
Vinay Srivastav and Mr JP
Choudhary of the Congress
met the party’s central leader-
ship, including Mrs Mohsina
Kidwai, at the AICC office yes-
terday and informed them of
the “defeatist move” of some
leaders to support Mr Soren in
the leadership race.

Mr Thomas Hansda, MP and
president of the Regional Cong-
-ress Committee of Chhotanag-

pur and Santhal Parganas, is -

also opposed to supporting
Mr Soren.

But some Congress leaders
from Patna and New Delhi say
supporting Mr Soren is “like
resurrecting the JMM from the
ashes in Chhotanagpur”.

The JMM is facing a decline,
having lost its sway over the
tribals. The party did not win
a single seat in the 1999 Lok
Sabha polls. In the Bihar Ass-
embly, the JMM’s strength has
come down from 29 MLAs to 12
at present.

The Congress leaders told
Mrs Kidwai, the AICC general

“BJP CHANGES TACK |

RANCHI, Aug. 19. — The
NDA will begin the process of
selecting a leader to head the
first government in the Jhar-
khand state in good time, the
BJP president told a press
conference today. The issue
has not been taken up becau-
se it is too early, Mr Kusha-
bhau Thakre said.

This is in contrast ta the
party’s earlier stand that the
chief minister would be from
the BJP. Reports of the Cong-
ress being in touch with the
dMM seems to have had an

impact on the BJP. — SNS

secretary in-charge of Bihar,
that the party should not join
hands with the JMM and the
RJD in Jharkhand. “The credit
of creating the Jharkhand
state goes to the Congress and
the BJP. By propping up the
JMM, the Congress would be
promoting its political rival,”
one of them said.

“Let the NDA form the gov-
ernment in Jharkhand, the
Congress can afford to streng-
then its base and the next
round of elections would go in
its favour. But any move to the
contrary would marginalise the
party in the new state,” Mr
Srivastav said.

Mr Laloo Yadav has vested

interests in retaining his power

re “ t/»y
base ianharkha d w1th the

help of Congress ministers in
the Rabri Devi government.
Of the 22 Congress MLAs, 10
are from the Jharkhand region.
Once the new state is formally
constituted, the ministers
would lose their office when
they become members of the
interim state assembly of
Jharkhand.

The Congress ministers from
Chhotanagpur in undivided
Bihar are working hard to

retain their jobs by trying to |

form a coalition government
with Mr Soren as chief minister.

Mr Furkhan Ansari, Congress
Legislative Party leader and
minister in Bihar, too is lobby-
ing with the central leaders for
a coalition government with
the JMM and the RJD. But the
combine is 11 members short
in the proposed interim house
of 81 members.

Mr Soren’s one time deputy,
Mr Suraj Mandal, is also
opposed to the former’s candi-
dature. Mr Mandal said the

JMM has no mandate to head |

the new government. He has
proposed the formation of an
all-party government in Jhar-
khand headed by a tribal
leader of the BJP.

“Such a government should be
only for one year and fresh

elections should be held to seek

a mandate from the people to
form the next government,” Mr
Mandal said.
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(4 TRIBAL POWER .

‘~ T Enemies join to divide the cake .\

IT is amusing to find a party that once did evervthing to stajl |
the creation of Jharkhand state now declaring that it
cadres will take to the streets to ensure that a tribal occupies \,
the chief minister’s chair. There is no reason to believe that
Laloo Prasad Yadav has undergone a change of heart. The
truth is that, confronted with the inevitable, he is making the
best of a bad bargain. In north Bihar where the RJD is still
supreme, he is left with a crop of sugarcane that is not likely
to taste very sweet considering the area is in the grip of devas-
tating floods almost every year. So the best that Laloo can do
is to try to keep the BJP out by backing Sibu Soren to the hilt.
The fact that the JMM leader has been chargesheeted in two
cases cuts no ice with a man who is chargesheeted himself but
rules the state by proxy. He can pretend that everyone has for-
. gotten the manner in which he used the JMM for his own ben-
. efit and discarded it when he had no use for it. The point is
that Laloo, the Congress and other breakaway groups, Leftists
and Independents are all scrambling for a piece of the
Jharkhand cake. The best way they can get it is to raise the
tribal banner, play the caste card shamelessly and eulogise
Sibu Soren’s secular credentials. And Soren himself is pliable.
The NDA partners are certainly no silent spectators. They
have the advantage of numbers, the BJP having 32 seats in an
81-member House. All they need to do is to hold their flock
together, which is why they promptly dispatched Nitish
Kumar to appease disgruntled Samata members. But the
point is that the BJP may finally be compelled to concede the
| chief ministership to Soren. Given his tainted record, that
* may not ingpire tribals themselves who have discarded their
erstwhile heroes. But the JMM’s tally of 12 seats may make
all the difference. The signs are not propitious. The silver lin-
ing is that tribals can no longer be taken for granted.
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Eoundary Management
nd in Political Contests

A New

HE creation of three new

states carved out of the Hindi
heartland is a significant step in re-
drawing the internal boundaries of
India. More than anything, this will
further loosen the grip of the two
large Hindi-speaking states, Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar on the polity.
Such a denouement is in itself not a
negative development. In any case,
the last decade of political turmoil
and social fragmentation in these
provinces has prepared the way for
their dismemberment. While it will
not be easy to put the genie back in
the bottle, this need not be seen as
the first step towards the break-up
of other states of the Union. In fact,
having endorsed the partitioning of
the two most populous states, the
leaderships in the other regions
now have a vested interest in work-
ing overtime to retain their states
in the present form.

N Chandrababu Naidu, the chief
minister of Andhra Pradesh, is on
record against the creation of
smaller entities. His contention is
that, the process, if carried to its
logical conclusion, will only rein-
force the political and economic
clout of the Centre on national af-
fairs. Small states, as in the North-
east, have a tendency to be more fi-
nancially dependent on handouts
from the Union. In some cases,
they have proved unable to bear
the burden of combating insur-
gency; in virtually all, the produc-
tive base has not been wide enough
to give them scope for financial
self-reliance. The progress towards
amore federal polity will be retard-
ed and not facilitated by breaking
up the medium-sized states.

The linguistic regions outside of
northern India have certain fea-
tures of a shared culture and com-
mon bonds that unite them. The
birth of Andhra Pradesh rein-
forced a deep sense of regional
pride without in any way adversely
affecting the sense of being part of
a larger entity called India. Region-
al parties like the Telugu Desam or
for that matter the Shiv Sena
would stand to lose their raison d’e-
tre if the very region whose inter-
ests they champion is dismem-
bered. In fact, the borders of the
states in the entire peninsula as
well as the eastern and western
flanks of the country are organised
on linguistic lines. Touch their bor-
ders and Laloo Yadav’s calls to op-
pose the bifurcation of Bihar will
pale in comparison with the unrest
that will follow.

By way of contrast, federalist

( e \}u By MAHESH RANGARAJAN

agendas have never been a priority
in northern India. In Hindi-speak-
ing India, virtually all politicians
from Mulayam Singh Yadav to
Ram Prakash Gupta do not ques-
tion the logic of having a strong
Centre. In a sense, they believe that
the Hindi belt constitutes the
heartland of a unified all-India
polity. The absence of deep region-
alist sentiments only strengthens
this resolve.

Yet, the next set of logical candi-
dates for statehood is all located in
linguistic states. In the east, there
are demands for Gorkhaland in
West Bengal and a Bodo state to be
carved up from Assam. The slogans
of Telengana and Vidarbha
have never quite lost their
emotional appeal. It is only over
the next decade or so that the dra-
ma will unfold fully.

There is a spoke in the wheel,
namely the implications of the re-

IN BRIEF

@ The last decade of political
turmoil has prepared the
grounds for the break-up of
bigger states

o Federalist agendas have
never been a priority in
northem Indian

® Smaller states will enhance
the chances of regional
satraps playing a greater role
in Union politics

@ New political alignments will
come about as a resuit of
redrawing boundaries

duction of the relative weight of
large Hindi belt states. Maharash-
tra with its 48 seats will now elect
the second largest block of MPs in
the next Lok Sabha. Next in the
line will be West Bengal and
Andhra Pradesh with 42 MPs each.
This will enhance the chances of a
regional satrap playing an even
weightier role in the politics of
the Union.

The transformation at the all In-
dia level will also have its counter-
part within the rumps of the
provinces that are being broken up.
In both Bihar and UP, the savarna
Hindu groups who dominated poli-
tics until recently will emerge much
weaker. Not only that, in the for-
mer case, the questions of land re-
form that successive leaderships in
Patna have swept under the carpet
will probably move to centrestage.
The loss of well over half the annu-

al revenues of the stdte may also
force a rethink on the i§sues of eco-
so far tak-
en a backseat to the diision of the
spoils of office. Counter currents
that challenge the dominant classes
in the agrarian sector are likely to
get a boost. These trends will be ac-
centuated by the Union govern-
ment’s inability to meet the extrav-
agant demands emanating from
the state for a compensatory finan-
cial package.

The power struggle in Lucknow
will centre more on the rival claims
of the Dalit and Mandal-led camps
and far less on the ability of the two
key upper caste-led formations, the
BJP and the Congress. All in all, the
decks are being cleared for a new
round in political contests. What lit-
tle the Hindutva party gains in the
form of a savarna majority state in
the Uttarakhand region, it is may
have to forfeit in the plains areas of
the UP. Due to its sheer numerical
preponderance, Uttar Pradesh will
remain a key battleground for aspi-
rants to power in New
Delhi, though it may not easily re-
gain the status of the decisive arena
of contest.

Madhya Pradesh alone will not
see a major change in the social
line-up, except for the loss of the
heavily adivasi-inhabited eastern
parts to Chhatisgarh. All three
states will be impoverished by the
loss of valuable mineral, hy-
dropower or forested regions, forc-
ing a reassessment of developmen-
tal strategies and plans. But MP
will perhaps fare better due to the
growing links of the western half of
the province with Maharashtra’s
markets, increasing wheat produc-
tion of the Narmada valley and the
better investment picture as
compared with its north Indian
counterparts.

In the short term, the ruling al-
liance in New Delhi hopes to reap
the benefits of the re-ordering of
boundaries in North India. Such
hopes may well be realised in Ut-
tarakhand. In the other two new
entities, there are other seasoned
players who have held fast to the
slogan of statehood long before the
votaries of Hindutva. Now that the
dream has come true, there is little
to stop an adivasi-led Jharkhand
party from joining hands with the
powers that be in Patna. Similarly,
the Congress is no pushover in
Chhatisgarh. All in all, a new phase
in politics is about to unfold, and
many surprises lie ahead.
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/iolence in Bodoland

/THE ASSASSINATIONS of Bodo Sahitya Sabha chief
Bineswar Brahma and People’s Democratic Front legislator
Mohini Basumatary by suspected National Democratic Front
of Bodoland (NDFB) militants threaten to shatter the relative
peace that Bodo-inhabited districts of Assam have enjoyed of
late. It is unfortunate that bomb blasts, ambushes and mindless
killings of innocent people have continued to be the hallmarks
of the Bodo ultras. Quite often the Bodo militants have
indulged in more bloodletting than the ULFA extremists.
However, while the cause taken up by the Bodo groups has
received some support, the sharp division in their ranks, includ-
ing fratricidal violence, and the growing disillusionment among
the ordinary people with their terror tactics have gone a long
way to blunt their mass appeal. Bodo leaders have long exploit-
ed the people’s sense of isolation and resentment at the domi-
nation by what they describe as Assamese chauvinjsm. But the
situation is changing. x\";‘b £

One person who was trying to bri g\the feuding

Bodo language. Groups opposed to peace apparently didn’t
like any of this and chose to silence his enlightened voice. For
long the Centre has chosen to deal only with moderate Bodo
groups even though they were outmanoeuvred by the militants.
Now that the Centre has suspended the anti-insurgency opera-
tions against the Bodo ultras and has initiated peace talks with
the Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT), a comparatively weaker
group, the better armed outfits like the Bodo Liberation Tiger
Force (BLTF) and the NDFB have unleashed a new campaign
of violence to frustrate the peace moves.

The fresh spurt of violence may have the objective of demon-
strating the extremists’ fire power. There was a time when
ULFA, too, received some support in Assam. But its campaign
of mindless violence soon undermined its position. The same is
now apparently happening to the Bodos. The best strategy to
solve the Bodo tangle will be to make a determined effort to
bring all the groups to the negotiating table. The peace initia-
tive in Nagaland has created a good momentum. The success of
the peace talks will have a sobering effect on sub-nationalist
movements in the rest of the North-Eastern states.

e HINDUSTAN TIME:
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By OUR SPECIAL % /
CORRESPONDENT %
New Delhi, Aug. 25: Samqa A}‘
Jeader Nitish Kumar said on Friday
that there was no logic in debating
the leadership issue of Jharkhand
as it was too premature for that.
Skirting the issue of chief minis-
tership of the new state, Mr Kumar
said when the time comes the NDA
will collectively take a decision.
“But I can assure you that the
NDA, which along with JMM has
53 MLAs, will form the govemn-
ment in Jharkhand.” he toid
reporters on Friday. He refused to
comment on whether the NDA had
assured JMM leader Shibu. Sorer
of support for the chief minister-
ship of the proposed new state

|

when he (Mr Kumar) was hoisted
as the chief minister of Bihar in
March this vear for seveun days.
“There 1¢ no sense m talking about
these issues till the President issues
a notification,” he said.

It may bhe recalled that Mr Kumar
was at the forefront of negotia-
tions. along with defence minister
Geroge fernandes. in March and
the JMM had agreed to support his
candidature only on the condition
that they, in turn, would support
Mr Soren for the top post whenev-
er the new state was created. The
Samata Party. however. has been
avording the issue in the wake of
statements by BJP leaders that
heing the largest party it was the

natural claimant for the chief min-
1stership

Meanwhile, all the
MLASs called on Union home min-
ister L.K. Advani and demanded
that Mr Soren be declared the chief
minister of Jharkahand at the earli-
est. They also demanded that the
Centre declare the name of the
governor of Jharkand too.

Meanwhile. in a statement issued
to the press, the JMM MlL.as have
demanded that the Prime Minister,
home minister and defence minis-
ter declare their support for Mr
Soren at the earliest.

JMM legislative party leader
Stephen Marandi told reporters on
Friday that Ranchi. the proposed

npltal of Jharkhand, had all the
infrastructural facilities to run a
covernment as it had already
served as the summer capital of

Jharkhand CM issue premature: Niti

12 JMM i

the past, so there was no
need for the Centre to wait for
declaring the state.

The MLAs reminded the NDA
that claiming leadership on the
basis of numbers was not correct as
in the past too the BIP had agreed
to hoist Mr Nitish Kumar as the
chief minister of Bihar in defer-
ence of public opinion though the
Samata Party was not the largest
party then.

“The same criteria should be
adopted now and in deference of
public opinion Mr Soren should be
declared the chief minister of
Jharkhand,” they demanded. They
said they will not accept anybody
except Mr Soren as the chief min-
ister of Jharkand when it is
declared a state.
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PP to tie up
£  with GNLE Mﬁ

JOYDEEP SEN GUPTA

7/
STATESMAN NEWS SER;ICE g

separate Kamtdpur state in
the plains of North Bengal.

It will also back the GNLF in
its renewed demand
Gorkhaland.

r
The KPP will try for an e&

toral tie up with Trinamul
Congress with an eye on the
Assembly polls next year. Talks
are already on between the two
parties. Not that such an
alliance will be a new develop-
ment. Only last year during the
Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad
polls the two parties had forged
an alliance against Left Front.

¥ See KPP: page 4

/KP P .mellas with GNLF

¢

The KPP and its student wing, the All Kamtapuri Students’
Union have set themselves a time frame — the end of 2001 — for
achieving the demand for a Kamtapur state.

Speaking of the KPP’s strategy, the party president, Mr Atul
Roy, said: “Time is ripe to hold talks with Mr Subash Ghisingh to
exert pressure on both the Centre and the state to find a lasting
solution to the demands for separate Kamtapur and Gorkhaland
states. If the ethnic Kamtapuris, who constitute the bulk of North
Bengal’s population, insist on an armed struggle the party will
not hesitdte to plunge into it,” he said.

He even described the 1nsurgent Kamtapur Liberation
Organisation activists as “patriots”, and acknowledged their sac-
rifice. Till recently, the role of the K10 — which has allegedly
been operating from the hideouts in south Bhutan where it is
being supported by the the Ulfa and NDFB — has been under-
mined by the KPP. He said the Kamtapur movement will not stop
short of a separate state since the Kamtapuris have the requisite
numerical strength to pass the muster. There are around 15 mil-
lion Kamtapuri-speaking people in North Bengal, according to Mr
Roy.Mobilising the KPP support base — evenly distributed in the
vast plain tracts of North Bengal — seems to be the party’s imme-
diate political ploy.

(Continued from page D q/cD
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THE issue of Jharkhand state-
hood is likely to cause a split in
Rashiriya JanataDal{RID)in the
region. A section of partymen
from the region bad strongly re-

- acted to party member Raghu-

vansh Prasad Singh's statement

opposing the creation of Jhark- -
hand. Thissection of the RID had -

categorically said that they would
be forced to revolt against the
partyline if any attempt was made
to obstruct the state’sformation,

According to - political ob-
servers here the RJD was faced
with ‘a-do-or-die’ situation where
any slackness on patt of the party
in supporting the statehood issue
‘might prove ‘suicidal’. The party

might even lose whatever little of -
the tribal support it had, observets -

believed. Even the Congress,
which hadbeen closely supporting
the RID in Bihar, is trapped be-

. withdiawal ~ of -

" in case the RID

and the deep

s WOTSt affectedwere the
rs from this tribal belt, -
members of the state.
ministéts. For them a

Jharkhand hkely to causmht in RJ

the prospects of the Rabri Devi
< government in Bihar. Not favour-
ing the obstructioit of the Bill he
said that he did fiot agree with the

RID parliamentary parly’s deci-

- sion on this matter. Continuity of

support; to- the
RID  would
mean relinquish-
ing their ministe-
rial berths, while
continuing  to
supporithe RID |
might hamper
their future elec-
toral. prospects .

obstructed - the
muodwuonofﬂmBﬁmrStateRe-

Bﬂlf(if%)ontheﬂoor'

organisation

of the Patliament today. -
Meznwhile RID senior leader

and Minister of State for Road

’l}amportYamumadsmdﬂm

the party’s decision to oppose the *
lssuenughthaveadlrectfallmton

Pﬂty is faced
‘with a do-or-dle
situation where

< laxity in
supporting new
state could prove
to be sulcidal -

m

- the Rabri Devi
pended on ‘the

_be taken by the
Congress, he ad-
The RID
men from Jhark-

. hand had urged

ship’ to recon-
sider the deci-
sion taken by the parliamentary
partyancitosupportthefonnaﬂon

_of Thatkhand which had been a
- popular demand in the 18 districts *
.” of south Bihar. The party would
;conmnttharualmufltopposedthe

Bil}, said senior RJD leader Uday

ShankerO;ha_
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government de- -

action likely to

the partyleader-

Meanwhile,

‘ suongtymlgmﬂnmn’sm |

ment had urged the party high com-
mand to withdraw support to the
Rabri Devigovernment in Bihar. A
request in this regard was faxed to
All India Congress Committee
chief Sonia Gandhi by Jharkhand -
Regxonal Backward Cell.
edly the Backward Cell

- Report
leader Vijay Sahu, had urged the

party high command to direct the

~ Congresslegislatorstotender thei

resignation in.protest against the
RID’s voite face on the statehood
issue. The RID’sstatement against -
Jharldlandhadalsobeenopposed
by former high court Justice
CPNSabden, e

- He said the Lok Sabha
Speaket must tiot spare those mps
who obstructed the introduction of
the. Bihar State Reorganisation

_Bill, as the decision to table it had

been taken by the members before
the speaker during the last budget
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OUR BUREAU %8‘\
ti, July 9: The Iach

jbongsh\ community is demand-
ing a sepdrate state on grounds
that they are being swamped by il-
legal migrants from Bangladesh.
; The proposed state, according
to Rajbongshis, should comprise
Cooch Behar, Jalpaiguri, South
and North Dinajpur, parts of Dar-
jeeling, Dhubri, Goalpara, Bon-
gaigaon and Kokrajhar districts of
Assam.

The movement is being spear-
headed by three organisations—
the Kamtapur Liberation Organi-
sation (KLO), the Koch-Rajbong-
shi Liberation Organisation
(KRLO) and the Koch-Rajbongshi
Security Force (KRSF).

Activists of these organisa-
tions said the primary aim of their
movement was the right to “self-
determination.” The KLO’s goal is
to “restore the lost identity of the
Koch-Rajbongshis by carving out

-~\

a separate state.” According to po-
lice and other sources, members
of these organisations have “close
contacts with northeastern mili-
tant groups like the Ulfa and the
Bodo factions.” The KLO, KRLO
and KRSF activists have been un-
dergoing training along the
Assam-Bengal and the Assam-
Bhutan international border for
quite some time now.

By the end of 1998, a group of 50
Koch-Rajbongshi youth had al-
ready been trained at an Ulfa
camp located on the southern
Indo-Bhutan border.

Following Bhutan governmen-
t’s eviction notice to all northeast-
ern outfits holed up in the coun-
try, many Ulfa and Bodo extrem-
ists have now taken shelter along
the Assam-Bengal border, which
the Koch-Rajbongshis dominate.

These organisations work on a
quid pro quo basis. Ulfa and Bodo
extremists help train members of
Koch-Rajbongshi outfits while the

f(amtapurls team
up with N-E rebels

latter makes arrangements for in-
jured Ulfa and Bodo activists tore-
ceive treatment at private nursing
homes in North Bengal under

false names. According to sources -

in the West Bengal police depart-
ment, the Assam-Bengal border is
a haven for Koch-Rajbongshi mili-
tants. The Kamtapur People’s
Party (KPP), a political unit
formed in 1992, has also joined in
the clamour for a separate state.

The KPP also won a few gram
panchayat seats in the village
council polls this time and submit-
ted a 11-point charter of demands
to the Centre. The demands in-
clude a separate Kamtapur state,
issuing of inner line permits and
recognition of the Kamtapuri lan-
guage.

The All-Kamtapur Students’
Union (AKSU) has also demanded
implementation of their 13-point
charter of demands, which in-
cludes the demand for recognition
of the Kamtapuri language.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

DEHRA DUN, July 23. — The
clouds of what not many hope
would be the last round of agi-
tations for a separate state are
gathering over the hills of
Uttarakhand even as nervous-
ness grips state’s ruling party
over the fate of the impending
Bill in the coming session of
Parliament.

Different outfits are gearing
up for a round of protests
aimed at sending signals to the
Centre that yet another failure
to get through the necessary
piece of legislation for a sepa-
rate state would evoke adverse
reaction from the otherwise
dependable electorate.

On the other hand, the utter-
ings and the lack of categorical
assurances from responsible
BJP representatives suggest
that not even the ruling party
is sure that the UP State
Reorganisation Bill would be
okayed this session.

While the Uttarakhand
Kranti Dal has been trying to
drum up support here and in
the rest of Garhwal and
Kumaon for a “jail bharo” stir
tomorrow, other organisations

_Fresh stir
" Uttarakhand ..
" on the cards

would seek to focus attention
on the statehood demand
through a day-long bandh, fol-
lowed by other agitations. The
Chhatra Sangharsh Samiti of
Kumaon, the Uttarakhand
Chhatra Yuva Ekta Manch of
Dehra Dun, the Uttarakhand
Mabhila Manch, the association
of ex-servicemen and ex-para-
military men and the lawyers’
association of Uttarakhand are
among those preparing for the
bandh. A “maharally” and
demonstrations in the capital
are also on the cards.

The refrain with which BJP
leaders have been talking
about the likelihood of the Bill
— pending since the United
Front government first pre-
pared a draft in late 1996 —
getting approved in the forth-
coming session shows their
lack of confidence.

Party spokesmen have in fact
been peddling the view that the
Uttarakhandis should settle for
a Union Territory status. This
move, while not being accept-
able to most outfits, shows that
a section of the mainstream
politicians tend to view the
ongoing attempt at carving out
a separate territorial entity as

for

nothing but an administrative
matter.

Mr SS Pangti, a retired
bureaucrat who has formed his
own regional party, maintained
that UT status would be
acceptable only if entails a
Vidhan Sabha. Though it’s
clear that the Centre may not
immediately make a move to
abandon the Uttarakhand
Bill — one that has become
controversial because of the
question of including Hardwar
and the amendments suggested
by the UP Vidhan Sabha on
the control over the region’s
resources and assets, the fact
that suggestions to consider
the UT status are being circu-
lated indicate that efforts are
on to make a prior assessment
of the mass response to a
further postponement of the
Bill.

Whatever be the motive, not
even the most incorrigible opti-
mists would expect a statehood
Bill, accompanied by two other
similar Bills, to get approved
by both Houses during a ses-
sion spanning less than a
month. In the last session, the
Bill couldn’t even be intro-
duced.
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‘Says meetin
with Advani

was positive |

BY OUR CORRESPONDENT @

New Delhi, June 14: The
Gorkha National .- Liberation
Front has demanded  that
Gorkhaland be created along
with Chhatisgarh, Uttaranchal
and Jharkhand. The organisation .
. has stated that immediate steps
should be taken to include
Gorkhaland in the list of new
states in the official bill on the
matter which the government
plans to table in the forthcoming
,session of Parliamenf; et

Speaking tO 'reportemyfpresi-
dents of the three GNLF branch’
commitiees C.K. Han  of
Kalimpong, Deepak Btitung of "
Darjeeling and LN. Pradhan of
Kurseong disclosed- that they
had met Union home minister
L.K. Advani on the issue on
June 12 and claimed 'that his
response was positive. “We hope
that the government <ncludes
Gorkhaland in the list of new
states,” said Mr Gurung.”'

He said, “We are highly disap-
pointed and surprised by .the
omission of the long standing
demand for the separafe state of
Gorkhaland from the ‘aclive
attention of the government of
India. We wish to stateithat the
GNLF had only temporarily sus-
pended its demand for a séparate
state in 1988 to honouyr the call
of the then Prime Minister, as
the government was not consid-
ering creation of states at that
point of time. However; now
that the government-has recog-
nised the need for creation of
new states for the betterment of
the deprived segments of major
states, it is felt that creption’ of
Gorkhaland should be on top of-
the agenda.”

Mr Gurung further said, “The
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council,
which had been created on an
experimental basis, had died
# Turn to Page 2 “a
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GNLE wants rkh%a d

with the 73rd Amendment to the Indiin titution.” Addressifg a
query he said, “The existence of Gorkhalid is economically viable
since 54 per cent of land in the proposed statéyis forest land. In addition
to this, the area produces a lot of tea and othex cash crops. Tourism of
course continues to be the main industry.” He said that even the CPI(M)
which is in power in West Bengal, the state from which the new state is
to be carved out, should support their demand.

The proposed Gorkhaland comprises of Darjeeling dlSlrlCt and the
western Dooars upto the western banks of Sankosh river. Mr Gurung
claimed that Darjeeling is still not ‘constitutionally” a part of India as its
status has changed from being a non- regulated area under the' Brmsh toa
scheduled and then a backward area.

He pointed out that if the government does not pay any attention to the
demand of GNLF, there will be strikes in the area and this timr® the agi-
tation will be worse than the last time. “If last time there was a strike for
40 days there can be one for more than 100 days this time which will lead
to cutting off of the Seven Sisters in the Northeast from the rest of the -
country. We definitely do not want to go back to the situation that pre-
vailed in 1986,” he said.

THE ASIAN AGE

15 Jun 2@



|
!
|
|
{
\
|

A/nt f|ght plan

NEw DELHI, JUNE 23. As mg‘ 9 as 2 organ sa 1n-
cluding political parties, fighting for the co mon
goal of Uttarakhand, have come together undey one
umbrella constituting the ‘“Uttarakhand Kenriya
Sanyukta Sangharsh Samiti” (UKSSS) to fight unit-
edly for a separate hill state.

These organisations which have come together
under the leadership of the Uttarakhand Kranti Dal
(UKD), include the CPI, CPI-ML (Liberation), Na-
tionalist Congress Party, Janata Dal (United) Utta-
rakhand Jan Vikas Party, Saya, Uttarakhand Chhatra
Sangh, Uttarakhand Janata Sangharsh Morcha, and
Bhootpoorva Sainik Sangathan (Ex-servicemen’s or-
ganisation).

All the parties and organisations will continue to
pursue their individual policies for achieving the

| goal of Uttarakhand.

The former president of the Uttarakhand Kranti

' Dal (UKD), Mr. Kashi Singh Airy, has been elected its

president. A 21-member committee was constituted

I on June 21 in Dehra Dun to frame and formulate the

UKSSS policies.
The meeting decided to keep away from the BJP,

s

ed\fo/ Uttarakhand

Congress and other natlonal and regional parties
which are opposed to the formation of a separate
Uttarakhand, Mr. Airy said.

The newly committee could develop into a viable
political alternative to the BJP and the Congress in
the area, Mr. Airy said adding that a mass awareness
programme would be launched in July in the Utta-
rakhand region. — UNI

Ranvir Sena men clash

ARA (BIHAR), JUNE 23. Four activists of the banned
Ranvir Sena, a private army of upper caste landown-
ers, were injured when two groups of the outfit
clashed on Thursday at Illamchak village in extre-
mist-hit Bhojpur district, police said.

Clashes broke out when a Sena activist, Mangal
Rai, was shot at and critically injured by some sup-
porters of the rival faction of the organisation. The
rival group resisted an extortion bid by Rai, police
said. — PTI

iy
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BRNAY
Chhattisgarh delay
prompts protest\?;w“

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

BHOPAL, June 24. — Thou-
sands today courted arrest in
the Chhattisgarh region to
protest against the “inordinate
delay” in the creation of
Chhattisgarh state.

The proiesters — assembled
under the banner of the Chha-
ttisgarh Rajya Sangharsh
Morcha headed by Mr VC
Shukla, blamed the NDA gov-
ernment for the “delay”.

Among those courted arrest
were a few Congress MLAs
loyal to Mr Shukla. Mr Shukla
courted arrest in Mahasumund
— the Lok Sabha constituency
of his elder brother and former
chief minister, Mr SC Shukla.
The CRSM leader claimed that
people from all walks of life —
including government employ-
ees, teachers, traders and
prefessionals — participated in

Mr Digvijay Singh

today’s stir.

The %jail bharo andolan’ was
part of a series of agitations
planned by the CRSM to “com-
pel” the Vajpayee government

W

to get the Chhattisgarh
passed in upcoming monspon
session of Parliament.

The CRSM has given a cjll
for Chhattisgarh bandh on 20
July to press their demand.
The bandh would be followed
by a demonstration in front of
Parliament on 24 July, Mr
Shukla said. The CRSM also
plan to gherao two Union min-
isters (BJP) from Chhattisgarh
— Mr Ramesh Bais and Mr
Raman Singh — in New Delhi.

Mr SC Shukla didn’t partici-
pate in today’s stir. He report-
edly said there was no need for
such a campaign since the state
is being ruled by the Congress.

The state Congress distanced
itself from the campaign. The
PCC chief, Mr Radhakishan
Malviya, however, said the
party has no objections to
workers participating in the
CRSM'’s programmes.
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_XSdham Singh
Nagar 1ssue
rocks Pun]ab

Qb Assembl
STATESMAN m%\sbén Ql e

CHANDIGARH, April 4. —~
The Udham Singh Nagar con-
troversy today resurfaced in
the Punjab Assembly, with dis-
sidents in the ruling Akali Dal
and the lone BSP MLA staging
a dharna in the well of the
House.

Mr Jagjit Singh (Congress)
raised the issue, asking the
Akalis if they still stood by
their stand of withdrawing
from the NDA government if
Udham Singh Nagar was not
excluded from the proposed
Uttaranchal state.

Akali dissidents, led by for-
mer minister Mr Maheshinder
Singh Grewal, wanted to know
the fate of the three-member
committee — comprising the
Punjab and UP chief ministers
and the Union defence minis-
ter, Mr George Fernandes —
that was supposed to resolve
the issue. He also asked the
Punjab BJP to clarify its stand
on the issue.

The dissidents, loyal to the
former SGPC chief Mr GS
Tohra, took the opportunity in
taking pot-shots at the
Parkash Singh Badal govern-
ment.

Along with the BSP MLA,

they then staged-the dharna.
They returned to their seats
after being persuaded by some
Congress MLAs.
House adjourned: The
Assembly was adjourned for 10
minutes today after Akali dis-
sidents protested against the
government’s move to include
Rai Sikhs and Rajputs in the
category of Scheduled Castes
and Tribes. They went to the
well of the House, raising slo-
gans against the government.

A BJP MLA joined the Akalis
in denouncing the governmen-
t’s move.

———————
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GNLF reféws S "\GNLF 4

statechood call / (Continued from page ) |

STATESMAN NEWS SERVIGE |
] i\/\
, April 5. — The

. GNLF to ay renewed its

a Gorkhaland
state, 20 years to the day it
was first raised.

The call came at a huge rally
in Chowk Bazar, held to
observe the GNLF’s ‘Gor-
khaland Revival Day’, from the
presidents of the. party’s three
branch committees. Mr Subash
Ghisingh was absent, but
there is little doubt that the
demand was renewed at his
promptings.

The branch chiefs — Mr
Dipak Gurung (Darjeeling), Mr
IN Pradhan {(Kurseong) and
Mr CK Pradhan {Kalimpong)
— spoke in the presence of
nearly all the DGHC council-
lors. They carried with them

the crowd which shouted slo- |

gans such as “Bengal is a
graveyard” and “we want noth-
ing less than Gorkhaland”.

But many feel Mr Ghisingh’s
real gbjective is to pressure the
Centre and the state into
bringing the DGHC area with-
in the ambit of the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution,
according the Darjeeling hills
the status of a tribal region.

Another motive might be to
stall the panchayat samity
elections in the hills, scheduled
for next month, they believe.
The renewed statehood
demand could provide Mr
Ghisingh a lever to wrest an
assurance from the state gov-

! ernment that the upcoming

W See GNLF: page 4

Al rural polls would be a siy-
gle-tier exercise, leading to the
formation only of gram pan-
chayats. Mr Ghisingh has long
argued that constitution of
panchayat samities would be
an infringement on the
DGHC’s powers. ~

The rhetoric at the three-
hour meeting was, however, !
for a break from West Bengal.
The speakers warned that if
the “Centre this time doesn’t
take the statehood demand
seriously, the party will launch
a movement for a sovereign
country”. The renewed move-
ment would “not necessarily be
a violent one, unless we are
forced by the state government
to act otherwise”. .

The DGHC has someho
functioned for the past ten
years, but “will be locked up”
at a sign from Mr Ghisingh.
Earlier, activists flaunting
green party flags, their fore-
heads smeared with vermil-
Tion, gathgred at Batasia Loop

near Ghpom and marched
towards/the venue. Traffi
was disyupted throughout {ife
quratiog of the rally. // /’l




PRETENDER PREVAI

a;\g*m\b\\/vnc, ri in need, cry Gorkhalang, ¢
O ondaisputes the fact that Subash Ghisingh i¥a tf.}cti-

cian pox excelience. He keeps everyone from the Marxists
to his rivals in Darjeeling in their place. He has called strikes,
boycotts. made deals with sworn enemies, played off one col-
league agaiust another to ensure his supremacy in the GNLF i
and the hill council. But there are devices that are neither |
credibie nor novel — like Gorkhaland. Shot down both by the |
state and wheever has been at the Centre over the last ten
years, it's a slogan Ghisingh as well as his his rivals in the
Gorkhaland Samjukta Morcha know will sell during election
time. He has the added advantage of using it — with a minor
variation called the Revive Gorkhaland Day — to push a pri-
vate agenda which simply means more power and money. The
device, surprisingly, still sells. He has manipulated the hill
people, suggesting statehood can be forgotten when the going
1s good and remembered each time there is a danger signal.

This has happened again. Ghisingh has reason to be con-
cerned about the United Democratic Front threatening to
uswrp the statehood slogan but also about infighting in his
own backyard that led to violent clashes, and one murder, dur-
ing the last hill coancil elections. The Revive Gorkhaland Day
kills miaiy birds with one stone. It silences his critics. It pre-
pares the ground for negotiations with the state on gram pan-
chayat elections but stalls formation of panchayat samiiis
which will constitute another centre of power. It also becomes
a bargaining point with the Centre while demanding that
Darjeeling be accorded the status of a tribal region and hence
eligible for more development funds. If all this can be achieved
simply by crying Gorkhaland and reviving the blood-stained
memories of 1986, it is no great sin to take his audience in
Darjeeling for a ride. It is, in fact, the audience in Calcuita
and Delhi that he is targetting. Concessions are hard to come
by given his dismal record that has left what was once the
queen of hiii suations in a sorry state. But he will have proved
in the bargain that he has tried desperately and failed. For
everyone}aye, it is the pretender who goes on.
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_Aill clanteur

+* cloud on "\’
Uttarakhand

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 10: Raising the
pitch of the anti-Uttarakhand
clamour, several heartland outfits
today called a “non-cooperation
movement” in the hills, putting a
question-mark over the fate of the
statehood Bill.

The Uttarakhand Sanyukt
Sangharsh Samiti joined hands
with BJP allies Akali Dal and Tel-
ugu Desam, demanding that the
Kumbh region of Hardwar be in-
cluded in the proposed state and
more water be given to it.

The samiti, an umbrella outfit
of the Congress, Rashtriya Lok
Dal, CPI, Uttarakhand Kranti Dal
and local bodies, will organise the
“non-cooperation movement” in
the area from next Monday, the
day Parliament reconvenes.

Samiti central coordination
spokesman Dhirendra Pratap
said the outfit would lock up Cen-
tral government offices in the
hills and stop people from paying
taxes as part of their protest.

It would also stage a torchlight
march to the residences of Ut-
tarakhand MPs in Delhi on the
last day of the budget session to
“awaken” them to the demands of
the hill people, he added.

Next Sunday, the samiti will
hold a “Hardwar jodo” march in
the hills. It is demanding a Rs

41,000-crore package for the state.

Pratap said a samiti team had
recently met the Prime Minister,
who declined to give any assur-
ance on the passage of the Bill.

The Uttar Pradesh House en-
dorsed the Bill with 29 amend-
ments, giving the state a say on
water in case of a disagreement.
The Bill does not include Kumbh
in Uttarakhand, much to the cha-
grin of the hill people. The Akalis
are resisting the inclusion of Ud-
hamsingh Nagar in the state.

The high-power committee,
comprising defence minister
George Fernandes, Punjab chief
minister Parkash Singh Badal
and Uttar Pradesh chief minister
R.P. Gupta, has not met till date to
discuss whether Sikhs will be dis-
possessed of their land if Udhams-
ingh Nagar is included in the
state.

Following pressure from Akali
MLAs and Sikh groups, Badal yes-
terday asked Fernandes to call a
meeting of the committee before
Parliament reconvenes.

While the Akalis are demand-
ing land rights for Sikhs in Ud-
hamsingh Nagar, the Bahujan
Samaj Party and Samajwadi are
opposing it as they fear the Sikhs
will be “dumped” in Hardwar.

The Akalis are also demand-
ing that land rights of the Sikhs be

properly defined before the region |

is included in the state.

l
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Uttarakhand bring hope?

The barren hills of UP have suffered for much too long. If the new state of Uttarakhand is formed,
the political leadership should not betray the people, writes SUNITA ARON

PLATFORM

a Will soon dawn in the UP

Ajlills bringing to an end the half a cen-
ury long\peaceful agitation for sepa-
rate statehood. Qne may still dismiss it as a
case of sheer optimism as it is not the first
time that the UP Assembly has passed
a resolution on the creation of the new
hill state. Under the constitutional provi-
sions, such resolutions are mandatory.
But they do lose their worth when passed
time and again, especially when there is
hardly any discernible progress on the
ground.

The resolution was recently passed by the
UP Assembly for the fourth time. And yet,
there is a feeling of hope in the air. For the
six million peace loving people of this
Himalayan region, the dream might %
become a reality. .l

If formed, Uttarakhand could well B
be India’s 27th state (or 28th if
Jharkhand precedes the new hill J
state). The Centre seems to be ready
to withstand the pressures of its allies. B
The Akali Dal, which had thrown a
spanner by their intransigence
on the exclusion of
Udham Singh Nagar from the
proposed hill state in the |
previous regime, lacks the political }
power to dictate terms today. |
The other good news is that no dis-
sent has emanated from Udham [
Singh Nagar so far, though the |
Samajwadi Party and Bahujan Samaj |
Party have thrown their weight
behind the “Save US Nagar
Committee”.

Differences on contentious issues like shat-
ing of assets and liabilities are natural, as the
parent state, Uttar Pradesh and its offspring,
Uttarakhand, will obviously guard their own
economic interests. The immediate bone of
contention between UP and Uttarakhand
is the holy city of
Hardwar, primarily because it is the
controlling point of Ganga water. The
example of the Cauvery waters dispute is
there before us. The tribunals have failed
to settle the longstanding dispute between
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. Ironically,
the draft of the UP Reorganisation Bill
is ambiguous on the question of
sharing of waters of the three major rivers in
the hill region — Ganga, Yamuna and Sarda.

However, administrative reasons govern

the Centre’s decision to include the mela
area (city limit) of Hardwar in the proposed
state. Hardwar is the major revenue earning
area of the hills and the threshold of the yatra
for the four dhams — Badrinath, Kedarnath,
Yamnotri and Gangotri.

Though the hill people are demanding the
inclusion of Hardwar in the proposed state,
the protagonists may eventually accept the
Centre’s draft bill in which the urban limits of
Hardwar comprising the Kumbh mela area
have been included in Uttarakhand.

Emotionally it is not an issue; and politically,
the BJP suffers no major risk. Its main polit-
ical rival, the Congress, is lying dormant.
It has yet to spell out a clear stand
on the issue.

The draft bill is also silent on other con-

tentious issues. The Kalyan Singh
Government had moved an amendment vest-
ing of all rights (ownership, construction,
operation, maintenance and control) of
majority of the power and irrigation projects
with UP.

The Ram Prakash Gupta Government has
suggested constitution of a joint board of the
two states to decide on the issue. Till then,
ownership will remain with UP. This may
once again turn out to be a conflict zone.
Plus, there are apprehensions about the

political leaders getting bogg€d down in fac-
tional power struggles in the injtial years,

The Uttarakhand issue was rajsed i
by advocates Soban Singh Jina and Badri
Dutt Pandey in Haldwani. However, the
demand continued to be raised by
communist leader P. C. Joshi and later by
Indra Singh Nayal, freedom fighter from
Nainital. In the early fifties, the first memo-
randum supporting the case for a separate
hill state was formally sent to Nehru, who
referred it to the State Reorganisation
Commission.

The Uttarakhand Kranti Dal was born in
1979 under the chairmanship of the Vice-
Chancellor of Kumaon University. So strong
were the feelings on the issue that the
il UKD opened its account in the
B Vidhan Sabha elections held a year
later with Jaswant Singh Bisht win-
j# ning the Pithoragarh seat. Congress,

then the party in power, dithered on
the issue; it was afraid that this may
trigger off the demand for more
states in other parts of the country.

Using the Hindutva card, the BJP
gained foothold in this Himalayan
region in 1991, till then the bastion of
the Congress. The BJP supported the
creation of “Uttaranchal” and the
people reciprocated with their sup-
‘port. The party won all the four Lok
Sabha seats and 15 of the 19 Vidhan
Sabha seats in the UP hills. With a
national party like the¢ BJP raising
their issue, the people dumped
the UKD.

The Kalyan Singh Government con-
veyed its gratitude in 1991 by getting the fitst
resolution passed in the Vidhan Sabha buf\it
was of no consequence. Though Mulay
Singh Yadav set up the Rama Shanker
Kaushik ~ Committee  to conduct
the first detailed study of the feasibility of a
new state, he became a villain
after the 1994 Muzaffarnagar firing
and police atrocities against protesters,
which brought women, former service men
and students in the forefront of the
movement.

If a new state is created, it should fulfil the
aspirations of the people. There is too
much suffering in the hills. The new leader-
ship should not betray the hill people

in the way all political parties have done
over the years. / )
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GNLF warns
statehood rlvalz/

~
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Cj’l\’

DARJEELI

the party’s branch ¢ i
have threatened that an?\
group that would try to usurp N
the Gorkhaland issue from
them wou, d face “dl’r\e/conse-
quences”.

Since the 'GNLF supremo /
Subash Ghisingh had “created
the demand” in the early 80s,
only his party has the right to
lead the movement for a sepa-
rate state, the leaders said at a
well-attended rally in Kalim-
pong today.

On 5 April, the GNLF had
called for a renewed agitation
for a separate state.

The speakers today said their
hopes that the DGHC would
fulfil the hill people’s aspira-
tions had been belied. There is
no alternative to a separate
state, they said.

Since 5 April, there have
been regular meetings between
leaders of the branch commit-
tees and those of the local
i units to chalk out the details of
the movement for Gorkhaland.

THE STATECM
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~Cong ultimatum to-
Centre on Vananchal

G

e
UNITED NEWS OF INDIA LJ \ v i /1

)
RANCHI, April 15. — The Congress tod%v nounced to hit the
streets and storm Parliament if the Bihar State Reorganisation
Bill, 2000 was not cleared during the current session.

Talking to reporters here, the Congress Legislature Party leader

and Bihar road construction minister, Mr Furkan Ansari, said his
party, which was committed to ensuring early creation of the state,
would expose the National Democratic Alliance both inside and
outside-Rarliamen t if the Bill was not passed by the Centre in the
Monsoon session. ‘The Bill is likely to be returned to the Centre by
the end of this miynth with a positive opinion of the state legisla-
ture.
_Assuring a posit wve opinion on the State Re-organisation Bill dur-
ing the special se ssion of the Bihar Legislature convened on April
24, he said “We h ave stood by our commitment. Now it is the turn
of the NDA to prcve its honesty on the statehood.”

CriargnagtheAlaaratiya Janata Party with conspiring to delay the
state’s creation, Mr Ansari said it was creditable on the part of the
Congress that even the Rashtriya Janata Dal which was opposed
to bifurcation of Bihar has agreed to part away with the 18 dis-
tricts of South Bihar for creation of the new state.

BJP stir plan: The BJP would launch an agitation against the
Bihar government if the Bill was not recommended in the state
Assembly on April 24.

Talking to reporters here today, the BJP MP, Ms Abha Mahato,
threatened of dire consequences in case the state government dis-
approved the Bill.

She, however, said the Union Home Minister, Mr Lal Krishna |
Advani, had assured that the separate Vananchal Bill would be |
tabled in the house in the coming session. i

She said Mr Advani gave positive signal when a delegation con-
sisting 12 MPs from the region met him to find an early solution to
the statehood issue. /
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AGARTALA, April 25. — When
the Congress the pr1nc1pa1
Opposition of Tripura, is yet to
begin its campaign for hill
council polls, the ruling Left
Front is projecting the elections
as a “democratic struggle to
defeat foreign agencies-backed
terrorism in hill Tripura.”
Despite killings, torching of
houses and abductions by rebel
groups, the LF has stepped up
campaign for “peace and stabil-
ity” in hill areas, it is claimed.
The Chief Minister, Mr Manik
Sarkar, has in poll meetings
urged people not to give in to
pressure of armed insurgents
“who are out to capture the
democratic institution by bran-
dishing AK weapons supplied
by some interested quarters.”
“It is not just an electoral con-
test but a struggle against sep-
aratist rebel forces who are
deliberately trying to jeopar-
dise people’s democratic pre-
rogatives,” Mr Sarkar said.
Tripura hills, Marxist strong-

olds since the late ‘40s, have
ow turned into a hotbed of
tribal rebellion. It is difficult
or CPI-M leaders to travel
freely in the region. Many
party leaders and workers do

"not stay in their areas for fear

of either being killed or kid-
napped by insurgents. Election
meetings are thinly attended
since people are scared of
reprisal by rebels.

Though the TPCC has fielded
18 candidates for the 300-mem-
ber hill autonomous council,
the party has not so far organ-
ised a single meeting though
elections are slated for 30 April
and 3 May. Besides the LF and
the Congress, the Indigenous

People’s Front of Tripura is in

the fray. The IPFT is reported-
ly supported by the NLFT,

Even as the Indigenous
People’s Front of Tripura has
denied links with rebels, NLFT
members are telling villagers
to vote for the IPFT to avoid
grim consequences.

The IPFT has in its manifesto
promised hill tribesmen that it

THE STATESMAP

‘Hill council polls
a flght against
t Ierrbrlsm' LF

will unite tribal groups to
ensure “genuine development
of the hill people.”

The IPFT has said that it, if

voted to power, will open
schools in hill Tripura and cre-
ate a conducive atmosphere for
development. The IPFT mani-
festo is silent on insurgency. It
does not mention why many
schools have been closed and
development has come to a
stand still in hill areas.
CPM nominee withdraws:
Meanwhile, Mr Mangal
Devbarma, the CPI-M candi-
date for the Janmejoy Nagar
seat of the autonomous council,
has announced his decision to
pull out of the contest.

Earlier, NLFT insurgents
raided his house at Jirania in
West Tripura and kidnapped
his wife, Mrs Janaki Devbarma
(26), and one-year-old son on 9
April. Both are still missing.
This was ostensibly to pressure
Mr Devbarma to withdraw in
favour of the IPFT candidate.

Mr Devbarma was picked yup
from here on Sunday. ﬁ



Bihar House ratifies

Iharkh ng Bl{}%\b\

PATNA, April 25. — The Blhar Assembly today ratified by\ voice
vote the Centre-sponsored State Reorganisation Bill, 2000 ajmed
at creating a Jharkhand state, comprising 18 south Bihar\dis-
tricts.

The House, however, unanimously demanded a compensation of
Rs 1,79,900 crore for the loss of revenue the state was likely to
suffer after the new state was created.

The demand for the compensation was proposed by the
Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Mr Ramchandra Purve. He sug-
gested that the name of the new state should be Jharkhand
instead of Vananchal as referred to in the Bill.

After the leader of Opposition, Mr Sushil Kumar Modi, said his
party and its allies had no objection in replacing “Vananchal” by
“Jharkhand”, the House adopted the resolution proposing
Jharkhand as the name of the new state. Barring the CPI-M and
a few Independents who opposed the Bill, all parties including the
RJD and other NDA constituents supported it.

Members from various political parties suggested more than 100
amendments in the Bill. The Speaker assured them to send all
the suggestions to the Centre.

Earlier, the Chief Minister, Mrs Rabri Devi, tabled the Bill
which was explained by Mr Ramchandra Purve. The minister
said his party and its leader, Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav, were never
opposed to the creation of Jharkhand. “We wanted the cpeation of

& See JHARKHAND: page 2
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Q,,\ (Continued from page 1)

the new state carved out from
Orissa, West Bengal and
Madhya Pradesh besides
Bihar”,

The RJD chief demanded a
Constitution amendment to
make it mandatory that only
tribals would be eligible for the
posts of Chief Minister and
Governor of Jharkhand. “Besi-
des, 90 per cent of the mem-
bers of the council of ministers
for the state should come from
the tribal communities”.

He said the main objective of
the Jharkhand agitation was
to carve out a separate state
for tribals from parts of West
Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Ori-
ssa and Bihar. “That’s why my
party and I stood for the cre-
ation of the broader Jhar-
khand state”.

Mr Yadav said the Centre
should complete the formali-
ties of creating the new state
within two months.

The Leader of Opposition, Mr
Sushil Kumar Modi, said the
NDA government at the
Centre had fulfilled its com-
mitment by sponsoring the
Bill. He criticised the RJD for
opposing the move to create
the separate state in the past.

The CPI-M Legislature Party
leader, Mr Ramdeo Verma,
demanded the Centre to with-
draw the Bill for “it was inimi-
cal to the interests of proposed
new state as well as rest of
Bihar”.

!



/'GIFTS TO GHISING
v

| % A\Butare there no limits?

N a situlition where the Left Front must hoﬁ on to whatev-

er bases it has before the elections, the Darjeeling question
is perhaps the easiest to settle. Subash Ghisingh has been
clamouring for exaggerated powers in a 20-point charter sub-
mitted to the chief minister and it was only to be expected
that some of them would be conceded. The gifts cover areas
like education, tourism and infrastructure that attract even
more powers and, what is important, more funds to the
Darjeeling Hill Council. The Left Front has nothing to lose in
the sense that it has no local ambitions and all development
money comes from the Centre. It would much rather make the
GNLF supremo responsible for all that has gone wrong in the
last 12 years since the Hill Council Act granted him substan-
tial autonomy. On the other hand, there is everything to gain
from a quid pro guo by which Ghisingh leaves the three
assembly seats to the CPI-M in next year’s elections. A tacit
understanding has obviously been worked out. The question
is, can the Left Front be sure that the maverick will not
change tack over the next few months or that his ambition
will not grow by what they feed on.

There is an inherent danger in the policy of appeasement. It
is one thing to hand over responsibilities that help Ghisingh
keep his cadres satisfied — like setting up a school service
commission, a tourism development corporation and a pension
directorate for schools and colleges that will spawn more jobs
for GNLF loyalists. The same may be true of local power sta-
tions that are to be handed over to the hill council regardless
of whether they bring more light to Darjeeling. It is another
matter to demand a police force under the hill council, recog-
nising the whole of Darjeeling as a tribal region under the
Sixth Schedule and Gorkha as a separate language.
Ghisingh’s ambitions have been known to grow uncontrollably
as much as his threats of disruptive tactics every time he is
faced with a challenge. That such opposition as exists is incon-
sequential does not rule out fresh demands later. How far can
Jyoti Basu go? Limits are imposed by the tripartite agreeme%ni/

of 1988 to which the Centre is a party. The Left can certai
be held responsible for cqnﬂiving with an extortionist.

THE STATESH.
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. Bengal

By Nirmalya Banerjee
The Times of India News Service

CALCUTTA: Killings, kidnap-
pings and extortions by Kamtapuri
activists in North Bengal may lead
to a communal divide in the Jal-
paiguri and Coochbehar districts,
West Bengal governmegt officials
fear. \

Official sources sdid in {Calcutta
on Friday that after the Killing of
CPM member Pranesh Pal at Baro-
bisha village on Thursday, there
were incidents of arson and attacks
on members of a particular com-
munity. Three houses were burnt
down and a person in a tea garden

identity.

To prevent thd fecurrence of
such killings,‘{he ate home min-
istry on Friday intrbduced Central
Reserve Police Fordg patrols in the
affected areas. “CRPF camps are
already present in the affected ar-
eas, but this has not checked the ac-
tivities of militants,” one official
said.

In fact, two rifles were snatched
from CRPF personnel near the
West Bengal-Assam border a few
days ago.

According to state PWD minis-
ter Manohar Tirkey, businessman
Naresh Das was kidnapped a few
months ago from Barobisa village
near the state border. “There is no
information about him till now.” A
number of tea gardens in the Ku-
margram area had been served

was assaulted in a c%;/of mistaken~

engal govi. fearscommunal
flare-tip after Kamtapuri killing

with extortion notices by the Kam-
tapuri Liberation Organisation.
CPM members have been killed
in the past two months at Moy-
naguri, Dhupguri and Kumargram.
“They are trying to create a scare
by killing prominent citizens,” Mr
Tirkey said. Two businessmen were

Bidyut committed
suicide: govt.

The Times of India News Service

CALCUTTA: The West Bengal
government on Friday finally
announced that former indus-
tries minister Bidynt Ganguly
had commiitted suicide.

“From circumstantial evi-
dence collected during the in-
quiry and after examination of
the witnesses, the police have
come to the conclusion that it is
a case of suicide,” deputy chief
minister Buddhadev Bhat-
tacharya announced in a Press
conference here. “The state gov-
ernment is awaiting the forensic
laboratory report,” he added.

He said the North 24-Par-
ganas police had carried out an
investigation into the possible
cause of death of Mr Ganguly.

shot at Jaigaon near Bhutan border
when they refused to meet KL.O
extortion demands, he added.

In the Dhupguri and Moynaguri
areas of Jalpaiguri, owners of a

number of newly set-up tea gardens
had been slapped with extortion
notices varying from Rs 50,000 to
Rs 1 lakh. In Moynaguri, teachers
belonging to the All-Bengal Teach-
ers Association had been issued ex-
tortion notices.

In villages, youths were “vanish-
ing suddenly”, Mr Tirkey said.
“They tell their families that they
are going in search of jobs. Their
families receive money orders also.
Actually, they go to militant camps
in Bhutan.”

According to army sources, KLO
activists were receiving arms train-
ing in these camps run by United
Liberation Front of Asom militants.
“ULFA militants lend arms to the
KLO activists and take them back
after an operation is carried out,”
an army official said.

With the ceasefire with the Na-
tional Socialist Council of Naga-
land (Khaplang) group in place and
worsening of relations between
ULFA and the National Democrat-
ic Front of Bodoland, the ULFA
may be looking for a sanctuary in
the border area of West Bengal, the
official said. The ULFA had been
getting help from the NSCN (K) in
having sanctuary in Myanmar and
the help of the NDFB in reaching
Bhutan.

While the Kamtapuri Peoples
Party demanded a separate state
for the Rajbongshis based on lan-
guage, the state government argued
that Rajbongshis are a part of the
larger Bengali community.
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ardv\s;gr di
goes to\Utta

Jay Raina @

New Delhi, May

e

N A signiﬁcant move, the
IUnion Cabinet today approved

inclusion of the entire Hardwar

district into the proposed hill State
of Uttaranchal, to be carved out of
Uttar Pradesh. The proposed State
will now comprise 13 districts as
against the 12 earmarked in the
original draft legislation.

The. decision will pave the way
for extension of Uttaranchal State
boundaries beyond the hilly tract

“of Udham Singh Nagar to the
lains of Hargwar. comprising
ishikesh and Kumbh Mela areas.

The Cabinet, which met here this
morning, approved the c¢rucial
changes in the draft legislation for
the creation of Uttaranchal, It also
okayed Bills for carving out Chha-
ttisgarh and Jharkhand of Madhya
Pradesh and Bihat, respectively.

The Bills are slated to be intro-
duced in  Parliament next
Wednesday. While announcing the
decision on the states, Minister for
Purliamentary Affairs Pramod
Mahajan refused to divulge details.

However, highly-placed sources
told The Hindustan Times the
Cabinet had rejected the UP
Legislature’s  recommendation

against inclusion of Hardwar in the
proposed Uttaranchal. It is also
understood to have ignored 59 odd
amendments except for the one
made by the RID-dominated
Bihar Legislature on Jharkhand.
The exception pertains to accep-
tance of Bihar Government’s plea

Proposals

Uttaranchal: Hardwar district,
including the Kumbh Mela area,
to be included in the proposed
State.
Jharkhand: A srecial cell to be
createdin the Planning Commi-
ssion to work out a financial
ackage for Bihar In lieu of the
oss of the mineral-rich area.
The new State would be called
Jharkhand, not Vananchal,
Chattisgarh: No change in the
proposed State’s original carto-
graphic profile.

to name the new State ‘Jharkhand’,
against the BIP-favoured nomen-
clature ‘Vananchal'.

With regard to a special financial
dispensation against the loss of
mineral-rich Jharkhand to Bihar,
the Government has constituted a
special cell in the Planning
Commission, chaired by its Deputy

strict
Quav 0
ranchal

Chairman K.C. Pant, to work out a
package. However, this does not
form part of the Bill. The move
aims at assuaging feelings of the
RJID and NDA's ally Samata Party. -

Significantly, representative of
the Shiromani Akali Dal (Badal),
Minister for Poverty Alleviation
and ?orts S.S. Dhindsa, did not
attend today’s Cabinet meeting.
The SAD and many other Punjab-
based political formations have
been opposed to the inclusion of
the Sikh-dominated Udham Singh
Nagar in Uttaranchal. ‘

As regards Chhattisgarh, the
Cabinet Is reported to have largely
gone along with the recommenda-
tions of the Madhya Pradesh
Legisiature. However, these minor
recommendations do not alter the
boundaries of the proposed State,
slated to comprise seven tribal dis-
tricts: Raipur, Raj}arh, Surguja,
Bilaspur, Bastar and Durg,

The new Jharkhand State, as per
the present indications, will com-
prise 18 districts of South Bihar.

The 13 districts to be included in
Uttaranchal are: Pouri Garwal,
Tehri Garhwal, Nanital, Chamoali,
Dehra Dun, Almora, Pithorgarh,
Udham Singh Nagar, Uttar Kashi,
Bageshwar, Champawar, Rudra
Prayag andHardwa&/
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Orissa MPs stake claim W

{o two

wo!

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, May 14

PASSAGE of the Bihar
Reorganisation Bill in
Parliament is unlikely to be a

smooth affair with the Orissa lead-
ers staking claim to two districts of
the proposed Jharkhand state. All
political parties in Orissa have
demanded return to the State of
the Saraikala and

Kharasuan  districts

shown as
Jharkhand in the draft
legislation.

Addressing a Press conference
here today under the banner of
Utkal Sammilani, MPs of almost
all political parties, including the
BJP, the BID and the Congress,
announced an action plan
if the Centre failed to correct the
“historical injustice” done to the
State.

A State-wide agitation would be
launched on May 18 to press for
the return of the two districts. The
Orissa members in both houses of
Parliament would also be calling
on the Prime Minister and the
Home Minister to plead the State's
case.

Senior B
Sammilani resident H C
Baxipatra poinled out that after
Independence the princely states
of Saraikala any Kharasuan had
favoured merger Wwith Orissa.

But within five months of the
January 1, 1948 merger, these
states were taken out of Orissa's
administrative control and tagged
onto the State of Bihar under

part  of Creation of Jharkhand

“pressure and interference" by the
then powerful Bihar leaders.

The Sammilani which has
brought political rivals on one plat-
form to fight for Orissa’s "legiti-
mate" claim on the two districts
was established in 1903 and had
played a key role in the creation of
the State on April 1, 1936.

Mr Baxipatra said that the inclu-
sion of Saraikala and Kharsuan in
Bihar was a "temporary measure."
In view of the declaration of inde-
pendence by another princely
State of Orissa, Mayurbhanj,
which was the only geographical
link between Orissa and the

Bihar districts, S

leader and (7districts in question, it was

pot possible to administratively
control Kharsuan and
Saraikala.

Once Sardar Patel was able to
brush aside Mayurbhanj's claim for
independence, the latter acceded
and became part of Orissa, Mr
Baxipatra recalled. After this
accession, he said Kharsuan and
Sarajkala should have been
restored to Orissa as the
administrative impedi-
ment did not exist any-
more. :

"Since then we have
been agitating for the return of
these two districts,” the BIP leader
remarked. He said Orissa Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik has
already written to the Home
Minister on the "urgency of the
unification” of the two districts
with Orissa prior to the creation of
Jharkhand.

Among the Orissa MPs present
at the Press conference were: BK
Tripathy (BID), Dr MN Das

(Congtess), Prasanna Patsani
(BID), Biravadra Singh (BJD),
Ram Chandra untia

(Congress), MA Kharabela Swain
(BIP), B Mehtab (BID).
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Badal in

v .

a spot over

Udham Slngh Nagar

M

PUNJAB CHIEF Minister and

Raveen Thukral
Chandigarh, May 15

SAD president, Prakash

Singh Badal, is in a fix again.
The Union Cabinet's decision to
introduce the Bill for inclusion of
Udham Singh Nagar into the pro-
posed hill state of Uttaranchal in
the ongoing Parliament session
despite stiff opposition from the
Akalis has put Mr Badal in a
piquant situation.

Though on the face of it Mr
Badal continues to oppose the
move and met Union Defence
Minister George Fernandes in New
Delhi today, insiders claim that the
BJP is determined to introduce the
Bill, and they cite the party's appeal
to all political parties to support
the formation of the three new
states as an evidence. In these cir-
cumstances, the basic question that
arises is what would the Akalis do if
the Bill
Parliament.

While Mr Badal is planning to
call a meeting of the party's politi-
cal affairs committee (PAC) to dis-
cuss the situation, what happens to
earlier decision of withdrawing the
ministers from the Centre and
opposing the Bill on the floor of
the House if it were to be intro-
duced. Though Mr Badal has been
evading this crucial question for
quite some time, it is to be seen
how he handies the situation now.

"He does not have any choice.
Like many other PAC decisions,
the party's stand on the Udham
Singh Nagar issue would also be

thrown to the dustbin," said a
senior Akali Mnister, While main-

were introduced in

don't have any bargaining power at
the Centre with a lone MP"

"The party's stand on the issue
was wrong from the very begin-

ning," said another Akali leader
while adding that the issue should
have been raised only at the party
and not the government-level.
Saying that Punjab had no locus
standi to interfere in matter of the
other states, he said, "Our misfor-
tune is that Badal leads the govern-
ment and the garty today."
Admitting that like many other
issues, the "impending somersault”
of Mr Badal on Udham Sin,
A

e v aay

ANMUSTAN TRAEY
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Nagar would only mean more lose
of face for the party, he said it is
time that Mr Badal leaves the party
affairs to some other leader.

Both the leaders were of the
opinion that the Akalis would have
no choice but to "register their dis-
sent” on the inclusion of Udham
Singh Nagar in Uttranchal. It may
recalled that when this issue came
up during the last tenure of Mr
Vajpayee, the Akalis were in a defi-
ant mood and Mr Badal initially
demanded a referendum on the
issue and then threatened to with-
draw support to the BIP-led gov-
ernment.

The Congress, meanwhile, con-
tinues with its stand that the party's
state unit is totally opposed to the
inclusion of Udham Singh Nagar in
Uttranchal. State party president,
Capt Amarinder Singh, said, “Our
stand remains the same. We want
that the will of the residents of
Udham Singh Nagar should prevail
and I believe that 90 per cent of
them do not want the area to go to
Uttranchal,” he said.

Mr Badal's failure to stall the
inclusion of the Sikh-dominated
areas in the proposed hill state has
provided his detractors another
opportunity to gain some more
political mileage. "It is not only
Udham Singh- Nagar where Mr
Badal has failed,” former Punjab
speaker, Ravi Inder Singh said,
adding that Mr Badal had failed on
all the basic issues ding trans-

adal, by his own admis-
%:ven up the claim for
andigar making

Anandgarh," he sal
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HT Correspondent \Af\,\
New Deihi, May 15

THE SAMAIJWADI Party has
questioned the Government's deci-
sion on the f{ormation of
Uttaranchal State even before the
high-powered committee, headed
by Defence Minister George
Fernandes, had given its report.

Talking to newspersons after a
meeting of the party's top leaders,
Samajwadi Party spokesman Amar
Singh said the recommendations
of the committee were not known.
The committee included the Chief
Ministers of Uttar Pradesh and
Punjab.

Mr Amar Singh said inclusion of
Hardwar in the proposed new
State was surprising when even the
UP Government or the State
Assembly had made no such sug-
gestion,

He said the party supported the
proposal of reservation for women
but till such time there was consen-
sus, the Government should desist
from bringing up the Women's
Reservation Bill. He said the
modalities for giving reservation
should be feft to political parties as
suggested by the Election
Commission.

The Congress, he said, was shed-
ding crocodile tears on the UP
Religious Places Bill which dis-
criminated against the minorities,
Such a law had existed in

al: S

Congress-ruled jasthan and
Madhya Pradesh also. The
Samajwadi Party had already
urged Marxists in West Bengal to
abolish a simifar law in their State,
he added.

The Samajwadi Party meet,
attended by the party's Central
Parliamentary Board, national
office-bearers and presidents of
State units, noted the Government
could mediate in Sri Lanka since
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) had some constituents
with links in the neighbouring
country. The Government's policy
on Sri Lanka was not clear so far,
he said.

The party meet criticised the
Government for ignoring the
country's security concerns.

In the economic field, foreign
MNCs were being encouraged.
There was US pressure for the
removal of restrictions on the
import of 714 more items, the
meet felt. Supporting the sugges-
tion for open voting in the Rajya
Sabha elections, the party
spokesman said the method of vot-
ing could bring transparency in the
whole process.

The role of money power wit-
nessed in recent Rajya Sabha elec-
tions could be eliminated from
future polls.

The next national executive of

the Samajwadi Party would bg heid
in Agra in mid-June. .

THE HINMSTAN TIME.
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~Gorkhaland stir

from 2(2 May

¢yl ¢

STATESMAN NEWS SERXICE

Vot
DARJEELING, May 17. — The
GNLF will start a fresh agita-
tion for Gorkhaland on 22 May
— a day after the panchayat
polls in the hills.

The agitation will begin with
a 24-hour bandh, “and if any-
one dares to oppose our move-
ment his hand and legs will be
broken,” said a party leader at
a hurriedly-called rally here
today. The leaders said the
Centre and the state govern-
ment would be responsible for

turning them into terrorists.

“Till now we were demanding
a separate state through con-
stitutional means, but now it
will be different,” a leader said.

Speakers included the presi-
dents of the GNLF’s Darjee-
ling, Kurseong and Kalimpong
branch committees. The three
leaders met Mr Ghisingh yes-
terday when the GNLF supre-
mo reportedly gave them the
go-ahead for the movement.

The leaders welcomed the
Centre’s decision to set up the
three new states, but regretted
that the demand for Gorkha-
land “had been ignored”.
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/& CYNICAL STATE i
AN R . &
“Partisan politics dogs states questi Q«Sc

NVAdia’s flawed democracy nothing is exempt from the nar- .

roweXt and most partisan of political considerations. The
last day\of the budget session of Parliament underlined the
cynicism‘that is the staple of Indian politics. The BJP has
been proclaiming from the rooftops its commitment to three
new states — Jharkhand, Uttaranchal and Chhattisgarh. Yet
it managed to table the Bill for states’ reorganisation only on
the last day of the budget session. Pramod Mahajan’s typically
smart-alec excuse, which cannot, however, disguise vacuous-
ness, is that the Bill was not printed in time. NDA allies
matched big brother’s deviousness. The Samata Party joined
the unruly protests against the tabling. The opposition hardly
covered itself in glory either. The Congress and the RJD had
supported the move for the new states, especially Jharkhand,
for electoral mileage. Yet when the Bill was to be tabled they
joined the fracas led by the Samajwadi Party. It is difficult to
pinpoint what the general objections are, because their aren’t
any. There are matters of detail — should Haridwar or
Udhamsinghnagar be part of Uttaranchal? Should north and
central Bihar be compensated? And so on. But clearly these
can be sorted out once the Bill has been tabled — during the
discussion of the Bill, followed by referral to a select commit-
tee. No. The answer is block the Bill, right from the outset.
The reason is that there is a tacit conspiracy across the board
— from the BJP to Mulayam Singh.

The problem is that the states issue is not being viewed by
any party from the vantage of administrative convenience and
balanced regional development to ensure politico-territorial
justice — the only legitimate way of approaching the problem.
It is being viewed from the vantage of unadulterated oppor-
tunism. Every party approaches the problem with a calculator
in hand — how many seats do we stand to gain? How many of ,
the new states are we likely to capture? And, consequently,
how much of state resources and patronage can we lay our
grubby fingers on? This newspaper said in these columns a
few days ago that a cynical and ad hoc approach to the states
question would open the door to the revival of other pending
statehood demands, which would, again, be viewed through
the lens of short-term electoral expediency. We were right.
The GNLF has revived the call for Gorkhaland. Their agita-
tion for a separate state will be kicked off by a 24-hour bandh
on 22 May. GNLF leaders have threatened that those who
oppose it will have their “hands and legs broken”. The
Kamtapuris and Bodos will no doubt follow with more dire
threats. This is the polistcs of “integration” that mainstream
parties promote, while”mumbling beatifically about national
interest. We repeat®hat we have said before: the states ques-
tion must not besdealt with in this ad hoc way. If new states
are to be creaged a states reorganisation commission should be
formed to go'into the issue from a holistic perspective.
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RANCHI, May 19. - The
Union Minister of State for
Environment and Forest, Mr
Babulal Marandi, today said
the Centre might not go ahead
with the Jharkhand Bill if the
Opposition and some of the
NDA allies continued to dis-
rupt proceedings in Parliament
over the issue.

“If the Opposition and some of
the NDA allies continue to cre-
ate the kind of bedlam in
Parliament they did last time
there is no question of the
Centre going ahead with the
introduction of the Bill in
Parliament,” Mr Marandi told
a Press conference here.

The Centre needed everyone’s
cooperation for the smooth pas-
sage of the Bill in Parliament,
he said adding that it should be
presented and passed in the
House at the earliest.

He also said there was no
need to send the Bill to the
Standing Committee as sug-
gested by the Union Home
Minister, Mr LK Advani.

Criticising the Samata and
Opposition parties for linking
up the Jharkhand statehood
issue with a special package for
the rest of Bihar, Mr Marandi
asked “who would guarantee
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CONG SLAMS CENTRE

PATNA, May 19. — Senior
Congress leaders Mr Sarfaraj
Ahmed and Mr Vijay Shan-
ker Mishra today charged
the NDA government with
having ditched the Jhar-
khand people by deferring
the introduction of the Bihar
State Reorganisation Bill,
2000, and called for immedi-
ate resignation of the BJP
MPs from South Bihar:

BJP MPs from the region
should immediately resign
owning moral responsibility
for the delay in tabling of the
Bill to fulfil long-cherished
aspirations of the people,
they said. — PTI

proper utilisation of the pro-
posed package?

The state government
will have to be development-
oriented before it insists on any
such package, “ Mr Marandi
said.

In a separate Press confer-
ence, BJP MP Mr Ramtahal
Chaudhry also sought coopera-
tion from all for the passage of
the Bill in the monsoon session
of Parliament.

Unjustified demand: Mr
Marandi described as “unjusti-

oo W
W on

Ky )
and Bill

fied” the demand for an eco-
nomic package of over Rs one
lakh eighty thousand crore for
the rest of Bihar after-bifurca-
tion.

He said the two issues — cre-
ation of the state and an eco-
nomic package for rest of Bihar
— were being unnecessarily
mixed together. The two are
separate issues.

The economic package was
being demanded by the
Rashtriya Janata Dal in a bid
to confuse the state’s creation
and further delay it. A state
like Bihar in the past had been
a witness to an alarming rise
in industrial sickness and non-
development. Jute, paper and
sugar mills which had come up
in the north and central parts
of the state are presently lying
sick due to the policies of the
parties in power in the state.

An economic package has
been demanded in the power
sector by the RJD leaders, he
said, and sought to know from
them why land had not been
made available for the ambi-
tious thousand mw power pro-
jeet at Barh which was
announced by Prime Minister
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee. He
also sought to know the reason
behind poor generation of
power in the state.
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“KRamtapuris plan "do-or-die”
stir for separate stateh %V

Ashis Chakrabartl
Calcutta, May 29

qu/\ “56\%

URAWING INSPIRATION from the Centre‘s

decision to create three new states of

Jharkhand, Uttaranchal and Chhattisgarh, the
Kamtapuris in north Bengal have decided to start a
"do-or-die” agitation for a separate state in north
Bengal.

- This should be a cause for greater concern for the
West Bengal Government which has alleged that the
- Kamtapuri militants were receiving arms training in
the south Bhutan camps of the United Liberation
Front of Asom (ULFA) as well as covert support from
Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). The
Kamtapuris are demanding a separate State compris-
ing six north Bengal districts and the Goalpara district
in lower Assam - an area where, they claim, they had
their "independent” kingdom until the 16th century.
At a meeting at Moynaguri in Jalpaiguri district last
Saturday, the central committee of the Kamtapur
People’s Party (KPP) drew up a detailed plan for the
agitation over the next few months. "We'll start a do-
or-die mgovement at the grassroots level immediately
and this'll continue till July 1,"” KPP president Atul
Roy told The Hindustan Times today. Between July 15
and August 15, the KPP will be organising a "special
fund collection” drive to sustain the movement.
Larger agitation plans, including one for a 100-hour

bandh in north Bengaj, will be finalised at a two-day
“central conventiog*in Cooch Behar on September 9

and 10, Ta central committee of the KPP will be
reorganised at the convention which will be attended
by delegates from the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(Shibu Soren) and some other groups from West
Bengal, Bihar and Assam.

The KPP and other Kamtapuri outfits like the All
Kamtapur Students' Union (AKSU) and the under-
ground Kamtapur Liberation Organisation (KLO)
have been trying to enlist the support of the Gorkha
leaders in Darjeeling too. Earlier this month, three
KPP leaders met the Gorkha National Liberation
Front (GNLF) chief Subash Ghisingh in Darjeeling.
Another group had earlier met leaders of the
Communist Party of Revolutionary Marxists, which
was born in the mid-1990s after a split in the CPI(M)'s
Darjeeling district unit.

Roy, however, denied that either he or any other
KPP leader had met Ghisingh or the CPRM leaders.
He also disputed the allegation that the KPP was only
a front of the KLO.

But events of the last few months have proved that
the Kamtapuris were increasingly taking to violence, |
both to spread their influence and to collect money.
At least three important north Bengal leaders of the
CPI(M), including a Jalpaiguri district committee
member, were killed allegedly by the Kamtapuns in
recent months.

A KPP supporter was also killed in the police firing
on Kamtapuri demonstrators in the Kumargram area
on May 10, when the party called a north Bengal
bandh.

.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 2. After three
rounds of talks today between
Congress(l) leaders and the RJD
president, Mr. Laloo Prasad Ya-
dav, it became obvious that the
two parties were trying to find a
face saver — a middlepath on the
Jharkhand issue. Both sides
claimed the negotiations were on
track but “loose ends”, particu-
larly the Jharkhand matter, had to
be tied up. It was announced to-
night that the Congress(l) would
take a final decision on support-
ing the RJD in forming a govern-
ment in Bihar after Ms. Sonia
Gandhi returns to Delhi.

The Congress(I) leader, Mr.
Pranab Mukherjee, said there

were ‘‘several meeting points, in-
cluding on Jharkhand.” The RJD
hief looked subdued at the end
of the day. All he said was, “We
have met three times, for four
hours today. Would I still be here
unless there was reason for
hope?”

During the elections, the Con-
gress(I) was a vociferous propo-
nent of the creation of a new
Tharkhand state while the RJD op-
posed it and, instead, proposed a
larger Jharkhand state which
would include the tribal areas in
Bihar, West Bengal, Orissa and
Madhya Pradesh.

It appears the Congress(I) seeks
to pin Mr. Yadav to a commit-
ment on carving a Jharkhand
state from only Bihar.

THE HINDU
- 7 MAR 200

Jharkhand, sticking point

The other “conditions” — im-
proving the administration, a
time-bound development pack-
age and ensuring the protection
of Dalits — did not pose a prob-
lem. Sources said the Congress(I)
had proposed the formation of a
steering committee. A senior RJD
leader said that one of the sug-
gestions put forward by his party
was that they could treat Jhark-
hand a ‘‘contentious issue” and
put it on the backburner “for the
sake of the alliance.”

Besides Mr. Mukherjee, the
Congress(l) team comprised Dr.
Manmohan Singh, Mr. Madhav-
rao Scindia and Mrs. Mohsina
Kidwai. Interestingly, Mr. S. R.
Bommai, now in the JD(S) also
participated in the talks.



Nitish at the helm, Centre may
hasten creation of Vananchal ¢'

Jay Raina
New Delhi, March 4

\\;{\/@\

THE CENTRE appears set to has-\

ten the process of carving out the
proposed State of Vananchal in
Bihar following the installation of
the NDA-led coalition
Government in the State.

A fresh Bill paving for the cre-
ation of Vananchal comprising the
mineral rich tribal districts of
Jharkhand is to be sent to Bihar
Legislative Assembly for its com-
ments early next week.

The Vajpayee's Government's
move, according to informed
sources,is atmed at further deep-
cning the existing divide in the 23-
member strong Congress
Legislature Group in the State
Assembly over this emotive issue.
Eleven out the 23 Congress MLAs
elected from the region are report-
ed to have threatened to split the
Party if it extended support to RID
in Government formation.

The Centre's move assumes sig-
nificance in the light of the fact

e

that both the NDA and the
Congress had committed them-
selves to the creation of Vananchal
State during the just concluded
Assembly elections.

Laloo Prasad Yadav-led
Rashtriya Janata Dal has been
opposing the creation of the tribal
State in its present Vananchal form
over the years.

It has forcefully campaigned
against the move in the recent
Assembly elections leading to
appreciable gains in Central and
North Bihar.

The Bill for the creation of
Vananchal State had earlier been
okayed by the Union Cabinet on
December 23 last year along with
two other Bills on Uttaranchal and
Chhattisgarh.

President K R Narayanan who
subsequently approved the three
Bills is understood to have direct-
ed that the proposed legislation on
the Vananchal State should not be
sent to the Bihar Legislature for its
comments before the constitution

of the new State Assemhh Th--

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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two other Bills on Uttarakiand
and Chhattisgarh have alrefdy
been sent to the respective Sthte
Legislatures of Uttar Pradesh ahd
Madhya Pradesh for their corh-
ments.

The new Vananchal State Bill has
been drafted on the lines of an ear-
lier legislation, though with minor
modifications.that was introduced
in the Lok Sabha on Dec. 23, 1998
amid acrimonious scenes especial-
ly triggered by RJID members.

However,the Bill lapsed foliow-
ing the dissolution of the 12th Lok
Sabha in April 1999.

Significantly,the Bihar Assembly
dominated by the RID and its
alliance partners had rejected this
particular Bill and refused to give
its comments during the tenure of
Mrs Rabri Devi as Chief Minister.

In  accordance with  the
Constitutional provisions
3),Bills pertaining to the creation
of new States have to be referred
to the respective State Legislatures
losing their territory to the opro-

\
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BHOPAL, March 10. — The
draft Bill on the creation of
Chhattisgarh state was tabled
in the Assembly yesterday.
The Madhya Pradesh
Reorganisation Bill, 2000, was

i referred to the state govern-

' ment for consideration by

President KR Narayanan on
26 February.
The Assembly is likely to

. take up the Bill for discussion

' President. The proposed

and give its approval in a few
weeks. It will then be forward-
ed to Parliament by the

Chhattisgarh state would come
up only after the Bill is passed
in both Houses of Parliament
and President ckays it.

A similar draft Bill — the
Madhya Pradesh Reorgani-
sation Bill, 1998 — was rati-
fied by the Assemb-ly in
August-September 1998.

The new draft Bill has incor-
porated several “suggestions”
made by the state government
in 1998. These include a pro-
posal for creating a High Court
for the new state and modali-
ties for distributix}g assets and
liabilities by/een the two

states.

THE STATESMAN
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/dhamsmgh Nagar goes\Ha{war stays

UP Cabinet nod to

Uﬂurukhund Bill

—

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

LUCKNOW, March 16. — The
state Cabinet today unani-
mously approved the draft
Uttar Pradesh (Re organisa-
tion) Bill for an Uttarakhand
state. According to the draft,
Udhamsingh Nagar district
will be part of the new hill
state while Hardwar stays in
Uttar Pradesh.

This had been proposed origi-
nally, but caused a controversy
when the Akali Dal vehement-
ly opposed the idea of
Udhamsingh Nagar being
included in the new state.

According to an official
spokesman, the Bill is to be
taken up by the Assembly dur-
ing the budget session later
this month. He said the
Cabinet’disagreed” with some
of the clauses of the draft Bill
that was sent to the state by
the Centre and accordingly
some changes were made. “All
contentious issues have been
sorted,” the spokesman
claimed.

It is understood that the
Centre was keen to avoid the

gf’*

oppos1t10n that had croppe
earlier and hence chose to t ke
a middle path of splitting
Hardwar district. This was,
however, not acceptable to the
state government.

While the spokesman declined
to give details of the “confiden-

RURAL POLLS

LUCKNOW, March 16. —
The state government today
put off panchayat elections
by six months, from April to
October. Panchayats’ terms
expire by the second week of
May. After that administra-
tive committees, with mem-
bers picked by the govern-
ment, will function in their
place. — SNS

tial” draft Bill approved by the
Cabinet, chief minister Mr
Ramprakash Gupta had no
such qualms. Mr Gupta
remarked that the Cabinet
approved the “original” propos-
al. “Hardwar would not be part
of the new state,” he said.

It is understood that the

President has acceded to the
request of the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly till 16 April, for
expressing its views on the
state Reorganisation Bill.
- Last time a similar Bill was
passed by the Assembly during
the chief ministership of Mr
Kalyan Singh, where it was
proposed that Udhamsingh
Nagar would be included in the
new state while Hardwar
remained with Uttar Pradesh.
The issue, however, became
contentious because the draft
Bill sent by the Centre pro-
posed that both districts be in
the new state. Moreover the
Bill passed by the Assembly
was also not acceptable to the
Sikhs of Udhamsingh Nagar.
The BJP was under pressure
from the Akali Dal to reject the
proposal. A panel headed by
Mr George Fernandes was con-
stituted by the Prime Minister
to sort out the tangle. Mr
Fernandes submitted his
report which has yet not been
made public. One of the propos-
als by the Fernandes panel was
understood to be the division of !
Hardwar district.

THE STATESMAN
17 MAR TT0




Soren to stake cla
Vananchal CM’

e — G"

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Ranchi, March 23: The Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha (Soren) has
decided to stake its claim to the
chief minister’s chair in the pro-
posed Vananchal state.

Party sources said a meeting of
the JMM central committee has
been convened here on Saturday
to decide on the party’s strategy in
the wake of the JMM(S) joining
the BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) at the Centre. Also
on the agenda is a proposal to re-
draft the party’s constitution to
grant more powers to the JMM(S)
chief and other office-bearers.

In the run-up to the formation
of a government in Bihar after the
Assembly polls, the JMM(S) had
initially staked claim to the Bihar
chief minister’s chair in return
for its crucial support to the NDA
government. However, with the
JMM formally joining the NDA,
the party had withdrawn its
claim.

JMM(S) sources said the cen-
tral committee’s agenda for Satur-

\° 48
day includg/int lia a thorough
review of the payty’s strategy in
view of its formal afimission into
the NDA at the Cepitre and the
BJP’s promise to carve out a sepa-
rate Vananchal state during the
current budget session of Parlia-
ment.

The sources said the JMM has
served an ultimatum to the Centre
to carve out a separate state for
the 18 south Bihar districts before
the conclusion of the current ses-
sion of Parliament, failing which
it has threatened to launch a total
economic blockade of south Bihar
including stoppage of outflow of
all minerals from this region.

However, some NDA allies
have expressed reservations over
any further creation of smaller
states. With the failure of the NDA
to form the government in Bihar
and the JMM(S) itself joining the
NDA, the sources said the party
needed to quickly formulate a
comprehensive policy for itself
with regard to its commitment to-
wards separate statehood for
south Bihar. The aim is to prevent

both the Congress as well as the
RJD from wresting any advantage
on this account. The sources said
Saturday’s meeting would also re-
view the JMM(S) constitution,
now nearly three decades old. The
changes would grant more powers
to the party chief to enable him to
function more effectively.

The sources added that more
powers are likely to be granted to
the other office-bearers including
the party vice-president and gen-
eral secretary. Many of the curbs
on the party’s important func-
tionaries, which of late have been
acting as impediments to taking
speedy decisions, are also sched-
uled to be removed. The sources
ruled out any alliance with either
the JMM (Munda), a breakaway
faction of the JMM(S), or any of
the other Jharkhandi parties.
Death sentence: Mohammad Gi-
asuddin, a policeman, was sen-
tenced to death today by the dis-
trict and sessions judge of Bho-
jpur in connection with the killing

of three of his colleagues, reports

THE TELEGRAPH
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HT Correspondent \K\
New Delhi, March 26

DELEGATION of BIP
AMPs and legislators from

Uttarakhand region, led by
Minister of State for Science and
Technology Bachi Singh Rawat,
met Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on Sunday to press the
demand for early grant of state-
hood to the hill regions of Uttar
Pradesh.

The delegation, which included
as many as four State Ministers
from UP, urged Mr Vajpayee to
ensure that the Uttarakhand
Statehood Bill was passed during
the current session of Parliament
after being returned to the Centre

by the State Assembly\ It also
emphasized the need to\include
the entire Hardwar distric{ in the
proposed State. Human Résource
Development  Minister  Murli
Manohar Joshi was also present at
the meeting where a memorandum
was presented to him and the
Prime Minister. Among the promi-
nent members in the delegation
were MPs Manohar Kant Dhyani,
B.C. Khanduri and Manvendra
Shah, besides the State ministers.
It was pointed out in the memo-
randum that the proposed
Uttarakhand or Uttaranchal State
would remain incomplete without
the inclusion of Hardwar, which
had strong geographic and social
links with the region. Among the

S, cail/on PM

other demands raised by the BJP
leaders were a Central grant of Rs
1,000 crore for setting up a new
Capital for the hill state, a compre-
hensive economic package for its
development and control over all
water resources located within its
territory. The PM assured the del-
egation that their demands would
be seriously considered and ail
official formalities for setting up
the new State would be expedited.

Meanwhile, the Uttarakhand
Sanyukt Sangharsh Samiti, an
umbrella organisation of various
groups pursuing the statehood
demand, has condemned the UP
Government's move to recom-
mend exclusion of Hardwar from
the proposed new State.

fHE HINDUSTAN THMES

17 MAR 200



Premdent seeks Bihar House

on Vananchal Bill

opmlon\

NEW DELHI, March 30. — In
a development which will test
the commitment of Mr Laloo
Prasad Yadav and the RJD to
the Jharkhand cause, the
President has referred the
Bihar State Reorganisation
Bill, 2000, to the state legisla-
ture for its views.

The Bill seeks to carve out the
new state of Vananchal co-termi-
nus with the existing Jharkhand
Area Autonomous Council.

The Bihar Assembly has been
asked to forward its views on
the provisions of the Bill by 12
May. The move follows the
Union Cabinet decision last
December, home ministry
sources said here today.

This is the second time a Bill
on reorganisation of Bihar into
two states has been sent to the
Assembly. The first was in the
middle of 1998, after which a
special session of the Bihar
Assembly was convened.

After a discussion, the House

Y

Chbhattisgarh

BHOPAL, March 30. — The
Madhya Pradesh Assembly
tonight unanimously passed
the Madhya Pradesh Reorga-
nisation Bill, 2000, to carve
out of it the separate state of
Chhattisgarh. The Bill was
passed following a nine-hour
discussion. — PTI

decided to overturn an earlier
resolution, passed in July 1997,
favouring creation of a separate
Jharkhand state. It requested
the President not to recommend
the Bihar State Reorganisation
Bill, 1998, to Parliament. While
the RJD had opposed the move,
even the Congress was divided
on the issue.

According to officials, the
then Chief Minister, Mr Laloo
Yadav, even wrote to the Presi-
dent and the Prime Minister in
November 1998, opposing the
proposal to bifurcate Bihar.

But the Centre went ahead

THE STATESMAN
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and introduced the Bill in the
winter session that year after
the situation was reviewed by
the Union Cabinet. The Bill,
introduced on 23 December
1998, lapsed with dissolution of |
the Lok Sabha in April 1999.

The latest move is expected to
force Mr Yadav to come out
with a clear stand on Jhar-
khand, or Vananchal as it has
come to be known.

As per the proposals of the
Bill, 18 districts in Bihar,
including Bokaro, Dhanbad,
Giridih, Hazaribagh, Ranchi,
Singhbhum (East) and Singh-
bhum (West) will be part of the
new state. Vananchal is expect-
ed to be approximately 46 per
cent of the existing state in
terms of area and 25.3 per cent
of Bihar in terms of population.

Unlike 1998, the Centre ex-
pects the Bihar Assembly to
respond sfavourably this time.
With the political equations
having changed, the RJD
might not be in a position to
oppose a new state any more.




- UN(T DAYH(T “UDWSIDIS
aYy I, Jo Jfp1s ayz uo s1 soynm 2y

"udiea0] pue ueIpuy

Y30q ‘s103seaul £q $93INn0S0I

[ snowaad s1f3 Jo uoryejofdxs

8y} I10j ouojs Surddays e aq

poa ‘ueld SuLmionnsal ayy 03
Burpaode ‘uorpeaodiod Jn) oy,

"oqLns seakordwa

Jemod oy} 03 yound peppe sey
JUNOD STYJ U0 POJSAI[@p soyoaads
oriqnd pue UOI}BIISUOWA(]
‘uoLdai oty
ut s309foad pesodoad pue Sunsxa
Jo 1o13u00 pue diysisumo ay)
1s9am 03 jdurejje posnIsipun
s1Y4 10} oa1 s,o1doed oY) sooej
J9ISTUIW 8Y] ‘UOIIBULIO} 9)B}S
JO 8SIN0d 8Y) 2ULN[JUL 0} UOIS

~BJ00 PBY JUSWILISA0S UO[)I[e0d
POI-drd U3, 1asouaym [edrpoad
e Jo 3ulyjowos se papuelq
1) Y =y
I pIoy2 WS 9} SYLUS I9AdU
PInod sy ‘peyuIlr] uorjeiodio))
JuR[y oIpAH dN pe
“MIYSUCD A[M8U Y3 0} SS0INOSAL
1amod-fepAy s pueyielI)
Suriisjsuea) Ul [BIUSWINIISUL
aq 03 pres s1 ‘[emaedy ysoleN
‘19ysTUIpy A310ug 9jeld ayy,

“UOTINLIISIP pUR UOISSTWISURT)
‘uorjesouss somod s23e)s Y] JO
Suumjonaysax a3 10] Juspsdead
Aj[eeyun ue s SBY SIYJ,

: ‘uoT}e3T)SOAUL 49
-dosp sjLIowW ‘UBULIEY)) [IUNOY)
aanje[sider] Jn oYy 03 urpiodoe
‘leap oyJ, "jue[d tamod MmN
06 ® [[eisut 03 uonyesI[qo [en)
-0BIJU0D JT[.Ied S [ 03 pofre]
3utaey 9j1dsep uolsu9lxe ue
UOAL3 sem BPION J93B0IY) Je Au
-eduroo uoNNLIISTp € “IBYlmg

Tomod
Burpres Jo YSLI a1f) 9R] oYM SO}
Jo eane3oxaad afos a1} ST }IB)S
0} UOIS8p aY ], ‘A)igqejunocooe
ou sarey], "TedwIym B pasrel
U9AD )0U SBY UOIJOBUI ,SATU
-edwoo Jamod a3 g ‘Ajquessy
a3} Ul jeay pajelausld asey
pnom 31 ‘Ajrer [edgjo Aq pasnes
uoaq Aefep ppsloxd ay) pry
"gASAN 9y} Aq pared
-a1d pue paxeso seyis j0afoad o1y
U0 pre[ ueaq sey JILiq B j0U et}
‘st 31ed 1S9ppBS 9} ‘AOAOMOY
‘gysrjodouomt temod s 9jBYS
9y} Jo Ay1so1oues oY) SMOYS ST,
‘sjuswedide aseydand-remod
93 Ul sarIBIdJouaq 9y} aq
03 paAar[aq are saTueduIod OM],
‘A[oAn
-0edsar ‘pg6T JsN3ny pue z661
19q032() ul Jedeunlg je joeload
MIN-0€e oY1 pue Fefeadnuysip

a[eam [opAY s,

e
L
o

i

18 j09foxd MIN-00F X 6% 91 Jo an
Burjes a3 a0j poudis arom Jur
-puEISIapUN JO SWMPUBIOWIIN
"109098 ayeald o1y
0} USALS 2I9M [eMyIe) Ul pajey
-ut s309f0ad [epAy Suryesaq-yyed
om] ‘103098 ABIoUD §,9)8)8 8y} Ul
Zuunjonaisar Jussal 9y} pamog
-10J UyoTyM ‘eAlrp uoryesijearid
aeos-[[1y ® Jo Youne] oy} oYY
"pagnd
-STpUN ST SMO[J YSEed Uurejuieul o)
SIUSUNTWIUIOD I8y} U0 paSouad
JuUoWuUIzA08 9jBYS oY) pue
ueq 8y) yjoq Jeqy ey ay) Ing
yigs widrpered e juerrem Areax

PIp uoyEN)Is hwusmwp JOYjoyM

J0 -- jued PiIOM OYY Ajlavlx
-11d -- suonje[ndils staroUBUI}
Jo ymsax oy sem syoafoxd [epAy
Uo 9Z931j USPPNS 9y} I9yjoym
uo paplAlp aie suoruid(
‘8861 2JUls Jueude)s uad(
A[renyna seq s[IRY oYy ur Suone}s
zomod [9p4Y jo juemdopaas(d
"SeAB[BWTH-qng pue
SeLB[BUILL] 9U)} JO SIJALL }JIMS
Y} -- predyorq sj1 ur [enpuajod
£319us oy} astuSorax 0} pajie]
pey 1] ‘suorjeiodiod 103998 d1f
-gqnd enuso Ljedes-ydy Jo sfoa
Bursearoul oYy Aq poMOPEBYSIAO
‘SO86T oY3 [1pun Ajpus Iamod

Sutpes] © sem preog AoLyoe[

NVr? 2

s1sajoud ay 03 yound pappe

sey wajqoad pueyysenn ay ;pieog ANain9a] ajels ysapeld Jexnq ay jo siaxsom pue sidauibua Buming

9)e1g ysepmig IB1I) 9Y]
“TBIONLID ST S[IIY pUBLRIe}})
a3} Jo s80Inosax A31su9 Jo uon
-es(yn gadoad ‘arofeSueqg pue
ue)shyeq ‘PUErey], Jo Jey} Mo[eq
st soueuLiokted peol yead osoym
Arpunos e 104 "A[snosuejur)sul
1sowte paddo)s 10 palress 8q ued
sauryoew oy ], ‘spotad peol yead
10} a[qesuadstpur st 1omod JopAy
‘sn[d ‘Sunnijod-uou pue a[qe
-[fo1 90wl ST JSULIO] 8y} pTes aq
ued )1 ‘[B0d Se Yons $90Inosal £3
-I9U9 I[qeMausI-Uou pue Jomod
[°PAY Usam)aq 9[SsN) 8y} U(Q

-[rudis §,9Nsst Yy J0J Sown[oA

NvesaLviS Sl

%

(] syuney

_uonesnearid Assopy

syeads awWIPAP oY} *09:0 JO onel
[BULIDY) SNSISA [9PAY S[qR.IISIP
£restuyae) ayg 03 paredwo)
U Jad ¢Z 03 gy Woxy 81834 OF
SB[ 9y} J9A0 uafme} sey Ayoeded
paf[eIsul {8307 8 AI3UN0d 8y} Ul
£J10U309[9-0IPAY JO dTBYS Y],
‘peaousi Suisq axe ‘Sunjewt
9y} ur ajess [[IY & Jo s02Imnosal
[enuajod pue jussaid jo aje)
9y suruLIzjep 0f JYSu reonyrjod
9y} ‘suteduod Jeuoldey -anSoa
Ul e Splq payeriodau pue 9An}
-edwod ‘uoryersuss ey pmbry

‘spofoad pajerjodey Moexy-iseq
| nandd’ “Q ‘ourcomum
st ‘suoryeaodIch uni-31e)s oMy BIA

s10je1ado UMOUS[UN 0} $32.MOSAT

STITY Y3} Iojsuel) 03 2A0uL Y],
‘T[dwoode jTe] oY) juassax uordal

pueyyreyy)) ayjp jo apdoad a3
‘Guumyonaysal 103988 Jomod Jo £o1
-fod JUa.LIMO 9Y) YIIM 9SINOD UOIS
-I[109 B U0 SIOHIOM pUe sigourdus

000°00T JYy8noaq ysepedq Iey )
Jo pieoq £31014309(9

918]S pajIpa.Iasip a8y} m ,NI
Jo Surpunqun syy FITHL

[HYH LNVHSVHd
$8JLIM ‘aLLI0IjBMUN

S| suoijesadiod
uni-ajels oM} eIA
siojesado umowun
0} $32iN0SaJ
s, pueyytien
ay} Jajsuel}

0} anow ay |

>V .
/ \U& ¢



“I3)Je SITejje Jo a)els oy duIFewr [[om pinod
JUO ‘UONDI[2 Y] 310J3q U3A2 FULIEYS-]1EIS TOA0
SunySry a1om saiye Inoy oyl JI 1By} pres [ypuen)
SIA "WAYl JNOQe SNOLIAS Sem JUIWUIIA0L
3y J1 A[uo 9AlIYy) pnod armgnotide jey) peleIo
-1191 91§ "J[3S 2)els AY) UIYIIM O Op 03 3[qIssod
10U 11 sem AUm ‘2I9UMIs]d sinsal sonpoid pnoo
9I3Y WOIJ SI2INOE] J1 JeY] PoOYse [YPUEL) SIN

*9)e1S 9} Ul Pajdadsar jou a19m USWoM pur
odeys peq e ur sem I9pIO pue mef jey) pappe
AYS "9IYMAIOAS sem uondniiod Jeyy pres oys
"[ISpue)s e 0) owod pey Ieyig ul juswdo[aasp
pies pues) S1A ‘(I oyl e Sip v Furyer,
i ‘sprod

JQUIAsSy 91} UI S3J0A ¥33S O} YOIYM U0 puwis

U pey ‘010J212Y]) ‘)] "nssI ) uo AIIqIPaId S)

so[ pey Jrd oY) pres ays -spdoad ay3 jo syuswr;

uas a3 ynm Suikerd a19m sxaumied sy pue grg
Y1 pres oys ‘pUBLILY[ JO INSSI PIXIA I} UQ

"apis

sIypues) SIN £q s1om y3uig pueuepeg iuap

-1sa1d DDJH PUe rempry] eulsyOJy AT81919S [B

-10u98 DDV "INYeY uos pue ejueAIL] 191ynep

19y Aq poruedwioode 10U sem Iypuef) SIN
-opud sj1 pjoydn oy

Iysuey ‘I1d ‘pres oys ,‘Aem d[JeId0WIp & Ul
J1s1A 119y} 3sutede Sunsojoid a1om s1axIom DX
U] UoyM [00D I[9Y] ISO[ 9ARY JOU p[NOYS SIS}
-siurw om} Ay, ‘Kepiolsof yiodire myouey je
Teyueysiuejy juopisaxd sy Furpnpur srayiom
ssa1fuo) ynox [euorder pueyyreyr Surp
-ueyuew A[psdaje 10} ulessN{ zemeuyeys
PoAS pue IpuBlepy [e[ngeg SIDISIUI UOIU[)
pauwapuoo Aepol 1ypueH VINOS SAW

POULLIOPUOD) nm::_o:@::szu

puE UONNISHO)) 313 U0 Yoepe oY) dols 03 pIem
-10J w09 0} 9jdoad pajIoyxa YS ‘UOBMNSUO))
ueipu] 2y} i Sunusunrodxas 10§ UONIEOd

991y) 1se] o3 wr dn yoid 01 pojie] Idaamoy
SIY Y, “Teylg Ul SWLIOJaI puej Jo ssa%01d oyl po
-Jeniul pey ssa13u0)) oY1 JBY) 2InUI) s AvYRS I
Surmp sem 31 jey) pies 9ys "Aeyes gy I0ISIUIA
IP1YD el Jo umolowoy oAyl ‘ySequiezey
wo1y uSredures 19y pajrels-yory Igpuen) SIN
“Tamod 0}
pauInjal ssa18uo)) oy J1 Afuo Sutuuifoq mau e
3q PIN0d 9I9Y3} 1By} PIILIDIISI PUE JUIWUIIAOL)
ard sy woiy synsal 10adxa jou pmod
a1doag -oseyd ues| ® ySnoxy) Surssed sem reyig
1By pres os|e 94§ 'AepiL] Uo Ieyld yinos Ui sgut
-193W UOIII[3 JO SALIAS B SUISSIIPPE Sem dYS
"PUBLIBYS JO WEIIP 23 [Ny P[NOd
$sa18u0) aY) A[UO jeyy pres oS ‘[eyYdUBUERA
uo  JuounIuIwod s SuIIyny  ur  poyre;
pey juowuIason) 29kedfep ay3 Jeyy pres Kepoy
ypues emwo§ INHJISHYd SSHYONOOD

p Alenige ‘ySequezeH

Pal-dfd 9y} PaISeqUIL] AYS ‘PIeS AYs ‘SOPROY . /\u\./}, epuodsexo) IH
nytres Suon) %_ﬁv

RIUOQ WP ﬁ:mau_.-,m,aa I!

- 5FEB 200

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES



ananc]
reality soon:

Bokaro, February 9

Behari  Vajpayee today

sought to allay doubts about
his Government's determination
regarding carving out of a separate
tribal state from Bihar, saying it
would be a reality soon.

The Bill for the purpose has been
sent to President K. R. Narayanan,
he said.

Addressing an election meeting
here, the Prime Minister
announced: "Vananchal will be a
reality soon."

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee also
assured a special economic pack-
age for the rest of Bihar to com-
pensate it for the loss of its miner-
al-rich region.

His assurance came in the wake
of a demand by major NDA ally
Samata Party that the rest of Bihar
should get a special package for its
economic development in the
event of the creation of Vananchal.

PRIME MINISTER Atal

Earlier, on his arrival at Ranchi for
an election tour in the state, the
Prime Minister said Vananchal
would become a reality in a few
months from now.

"The process for the early cre-
ation of Vananchal is already
underway and there is no room for
any apprehension about it,” he
added. Addressing people in
Bihar, Mr Vajpayee said the
Centre did not want to close down
PSUs as it wanted to create greater
job opportunities. "Nearly 15
PSUs, which are on the verge of
closure, have been made viable
through the efforts of my
Government,” he said.

Addressing the meeting, Defence
Minister George Fernandes urged
the electorate to cast their vote in
the polls. The NDA partners in the
state had resolved their differences
on seat sharing and were fighting
against the RID's "misrule" united-

The issue of a separate state

chal to

v

compriding districts of south Bihar
again taken the cen-
trestage in the Assembly elections
in Bihar with both the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) and
the Congress party promising its
early creation.

While the National Democratic
Alliance had promised creation of
Vananchal within a few months,
the Congress leaders doubting the
Centre's intentions had threatened
to storm Parliament if the Bihar
State Reorganisation Bill, 1999,
regarding statehood, was not intro-
duced in the budget session.

While Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee, who was here on
his way to Bokaro talked of the
state's creation, Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi, who was also at the
airport, reiterated her party's com-
mitment to strive for its realisation
and to force the National
Democratic Aalliance to honour
its commitment on statehood.

(Agencies)
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_Move to put half

of Hardwar 1 &1\{
W JUttaranchal

HEMENDRA ARAYAN
STATESMAN{EWS SERVICE

LUCKNOW, Feb. 20. — There
now seems to be a possibility of
dividing the Hardwar district,
with one of the portions going
to the proposed Uttaranchal
state.

Official sources confirmed
yesterday that a draft Bill was
sent to the state by the Centre,
but declined to discuss the
details of the draft.

It is however understood that
the Centre was keen avoid the
opposition that had cropped
earlier and hence decided to
take a middie path. It was sug-
gested to the state that a Bill
in this connection be passed by
the Assembly during the bud-
get session. Observers, howev-
er, feel that the move of split-
ting Hardwar will not be a
smooth affair either. It would
be for the fourth time that the
state Assembly was taking up
the Uttar Pradesh
Reorganisation Bil].

Last time, it passed by the
Assembly during the chief min-
istership of Mr Kalyan Singh.
It was proposed that

Udhamsingh Nagar district be
included in the new state while
Hardwar remained with Uttar
Pradesh.

It, however, became con-
tentious because the draft Bill,
sent by the Centre at that
time, proposed that both dis-
tricts be in the new state.

The Bill which was passed by
the state was not acceptable to
the Sikhs of Udhamsingh
Nagar. The BJP was under
pressure from the Akali Dal to
reject the proposal of including
the district in the new state. A
panel headed by the defence
minister, Mr George
Fernandes, was constituted by
the Prime Minister to sort out
the tangle.

Mr Fernandes submitted his
report which has not yet been
public. One of the proposals by
the Fernandes panel was
understood to be division of
Hardwar district.

The Assembly first passed the
Bill for division of the state
during the chief ministership
of Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav
and it was later taken up when
Ms Mayawati was the chief
minister.
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