_Plans finalised for PM’s Japan visit

By K.K. Katyal MQ A
NEW DELHI, Nov. 16. Quietly and

i without much fanfare, India and

Japan have almost finalised plans
for the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B.
Vajpayee’s visit to Tokyo in the
second week of February next

| year — earlier than was expected

during the recent top-level con-
tacts between the two sides. Apart

¢ from its obvious significance in

the bilateral context, the visit is
seen as a major step to bring India
closer to East Asia and the Asia-
Pacific region.

This will be the first trip to Ja-
pan at the prime ministerial-level
after eight years, the last being the
visit in 1992 by the then Prime
Minister, Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao.
The Japanese Prime Minister, Mr.
Yoshiro Mori, was here in August.
This will be the second Asia trip
by Mr. Vajpayee — who is sched-
uled to go to South East Asia —
Vietnam and one or two other
countries — earlier in the new
year.

The Prime Minister’s Tokyo ‘ya-
tra’ will re-confirm the end of the
diplomatic chill that had devel-
oped because of Japan's exces-

sively sharp — unusually sharpy~

according to New Delhi — reac-
tion to India’s nuclear tests. Mr.
Mori’s India visit had provided
the first indication. As has been

he case of late, the two countries,
it is clear, would not let their dif-
ferences on nuclear non-prolifer-
ation come in the way of
establishing future- oriented rela-
tionship, within the framework of
“global partnership”. Certainly,
there will be a major push to
cooperation on information tech-
nology — on which Japan had re-
peatedly shown keenness. As was
noted during discussions with a
Japanese economic delegation —
which came here in October as a
follow-up to Mr. Mori’s visit — Ja-
pan with its strength in hardware
and India with its expertise in
software, could be mutually com-

patible. f

New Delhi also expectys Ln in-
crease in Japanese investment in
traditional areas, such a$ infras-
tructure and food processing,
apart from the new items like in-
formation technology. During the
Mori visit, Japan announced its
decision to continue commit-
ment of soft credits for two out of
the 17 schemes, which were af-
fected by its stoppage of lending
or “economic measures’ in the
wake of the nuclear tests. Wheth-
er any of the remaining 15
schemes get committed conces-
signal loans would have to be
seen. There had been a decline in
Japanese investment in India in

the recent past — partly because
of recession and the consequent
industrial slow-down in Japan,
the perception there of political
instability in India and the nega-
tive signals from India about the
poor state of infrastructure and
the attitude of the lower bureau-
cracy, especially in the States.
New Delhi is conscious of these
hurdles and has given necessary
assurances.

The coming trip is considered
important because of the promise
it holds of reducing, if not ending,
India's political and psychological
tsolation from the Asia-Pacific re-
gion in general and East Asia, in
particular. Thanks to the play of
power politics in the region, India
had been kept out of Asia-Pacific
Economic Council (APEC) and
ASEM, the structured dialogue
between Europe and Asia.

In the first case, there will be no
occasion for a review of the bar on
India in the next eight years, in
the second case, for another two
years. As a result, bilateral con-
tacts with the countries of East
Asia acquire added importance.
And there will be a strong case for
greater attention and a higher
profile to the “look East” policy.
India’s contacts with ASEAN as a
dialogue partner, its membership
of the Asean Region Forum (ARF),

as also the recent top-level con-
tacts with Singapore, Indonesia,
Cambodia and China would need
to be built upon and expanded —
for higher economic and political
dividends.

The East Asia region is on the
threshold of a major transforma-
tion, what with the drdstic far-re-
aching repercussions of the
inter-Korean dialogue. Though
beset with daunting challenges,
the moves of the two Koreas for
reconciliation (and an end to the
50-year-long confrontation) and,
ultimately, for re-unification
could not but upset the existing
balance. India and others in
South Asia are certain to be affect-
ed.

The old equations had already
been disturbed — as was evident
from the United States dialogue
with North Korea (the visit to
Pyongyang of the U.S. Secretary
of State, Ms. Madeline Albright),
the talks between Japan and
North Korea, the seeming ‘‘un-
derstanding” shown by Russia,
North Korea and China of the
presence of American troops in
the region. The prime ministerial
visit to Japan, as such, is not to be
seen strictly as a bilateral affair
but the starting point of deeper
relationship with the Asia- Pacific
region.
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~PM fine after

knee'su

&l

says

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

MUMBAI, Oct. 10. — The
Prime Minister has responded
well to surgery, but how far the
operation was successful will
be clear only after a few days,
said Dr Chittaranjan S Ran-
awat who conducted surgery
for replacement of Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s left knee
joint.

Mr Vajpayee may be able to
walk within 5-15 days — may
be “more but not less” — Dr
Ranawat told reporters after
the operation this morning at
Breach Candy Hospital here.

The President, Mr KR Nara-
yanan, called Mr Brajesh
Mishra, PM’s principal secre-
tary, at noon to enquire about
Mr Vajpayee’s health. (The
Prime Minister later returned
the President’s call, who was
the first person he rang after
the operation, adds PTI. He
also called the Vice-President.)

Assisted by two orthopaedic
surgeons and one assistant
surgeon, the New York-based
Dr Ranawat began the surgery
on Mr Vajpayee at 10.10 a.m.
and completed it at 11.15 a.m.

(Dr Ranawat conducted the
same operation on another
VVIP today, also at Breach
Candy Hospital. The Attorney-
General, Mr Soli Sorabjee, was
successfully operated on for a
right knee joint replacement,
agencies reported.)

Mr Vajpayee has been shifted
to the special recovery room no
707 after noon. He will stay

there for two to three days “at’

least”, before he is shifted to

Raj Bhavan for the remainder
of his recovery period.

The Prime Minister was to be
put on physiotherapy from
today, starting with compres-
sion boots that would be placed
on the knee cap “for intermit-
tent compression.” This would
keep the inclination of the leg
correct, he said.

The Prime Minister will get
out of bed tomorrow and walk
a few steps. This will continue
for two more days and he will
use a cane. Dr Ranawat said
use of the cane for a longer
period would be beneficial
since it would work as a third
leg.

No sedatives have been
administered to Mr Vajpayee,
except regional blocks that
arrest pain at its origin. He
was given spinal anaesthesia
before the operation and
epidural anaesthesia after the
operation.

Mr Vajpayee will be on a lig-
uid diet for two to three days
and will not take anything
orally. His diet is being taken
care of in the hospital.

Dr Ranawat said Mr Vaj-
payee’s right knee too was not
good. The damage to the sec-
ond knee was a little worse
than “moderate”, but he had
not advised surgery. “It was
not that bad that he needed
both knee joints to be replaced
at the same time,” he said.
Simultaneous surgery on both
knees is usually performed on
patients between 45 and 65
years, he said.

B See PM: page 8

A JOB WELL DONE: A smiling Dr Ranawat after the surgery. With him is
Mr L K Advani. — AP[PT\

Jrgery,
Ranawat

No need for
alternative
arrangement,
feels BJP

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Oct. 10. — The
BJP today found no fault
with the Prime Minister not
appointing a deputy in his
absence from New Delhi and
criticised the Congress for
trying to make it an issue.

The Congress had expressed
concern over the absence of
an alternative arrangement
during Mr Atal Behari Vajp-
ayee’s stay in Mumbai.

The senior BJP vice-presi-
dent, Mr Jana Krishnam-
urthy, told The Statesman
that the Congress should
understand the ground reali-
ty and not indulge in an aca-
demic approach in matters of
governance.

The operation was for only
an hour and even during that
Mr Vajpayee was fully aw-
ake, Honoo thoro was no need
for an arrangement as dema-
nded by the Congress, Mr
Krishnamurthy said.

The Congress spokesman,
Mr Ajit Jogi, said absence of
an alternative arrangement
was a matter of concern given
threats from across the bor-
der.

He said previous Congress
governments had not created
such situations.

Mr Jogi evaded a question
on whether it was constitu-
tionally mandatory for the
Prime Minister to make an
alternative arrangement.

Asked whether his state-
ment implied that the Prime
Minister lacked confidence in
any of his colleagues to take
over in his absence, Mr Jogi
said: “We have simply
expressed our apprehensions
It is for you to reach your
conclusions.”

Mr Krishnamurthy said Mr
Vajpayee had not made alter-
native arrangements when he
was on foreign visits or holi-
daying in Manali.

“At that time, the Congress
did not make an issue,”
another BJP leader said.

7
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,// SETTING ASIDE PROTOCOL, PRESIDENT RECEIVES PM

», Vajpayee back in Delhi ~

By Our Sp! c1al Correspondent

NEW DELHI, O8T. 22. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, re-
turned here this evening from
Mumbai where he underwent a
knee- joint replacement surgery
on October 10.

Setting aside protocol, the Pres-
ident, Mr. K. R. Narayanan, and
the Vice-President, Mr. Krishan
Kant, were at the airport to re-
ceive the Prime Minister who
thanked them for the gesture. The
Central Ministers were requested
‘not to come to the airport.

The Prime Minister proceeded
straight to his 7, Race Course
Road residence. He was accom-
panied from Mumbai by the
Union Minister for Information
Technology, Mr. Pramod Maha-
jan, and PMO officials.

A spokesman for the PMO said
Mr. Vajpayee was not seeing vis-
itors on Sunday. He would con-
tinue to work from his residence
from tomorrow, he said.

The Prime Minister had started
perusing files at Mumbai’s Breach
Candy hospital itself and was at-
tending to official work while re-
cuperating after the surgery there.

From Mumbai
with love
By Arunkumar Bhatt

MUMBAI, OCT. 22. The Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, left
the Breach Candy Hospital here
for New Dethi today with the
hope that he would be able to
move about and work normally in
the next few days. He was lavish
in praise of his doctors and the
staff who took care of him during
his 13-day hospitalisation for re-
placement of a knee joint.

“It was my desire to return
home before Deepavali and it has
been fulfilled,” a wheelchair-
bound Mr. Vajpayee told report-

— I —

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, being
received by the President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, at Palam
In New Delhi on Sunday while the Vice-President,

Mr. Krishan Kant, looks on.— PTI

ers before leaving for the Chhatra-
pati Shivaji airport. His special
airforce aircraft took off at 3.37
p.m.

Mr. Vajpayee said he had an old
acquaintance with hospitals, hav-
ing stayed there before but now
he hoped he would not be re-
quired to be hospitalised again.
The staff of the hospital believed
it was their duty to serve patients,
he said. Twice he expressed his
thanks to the doctors and nurses,
especially, Dr. C.S. Ranawat, Dr.
Laud and Dr. S.E. Udwadia.

Earlier, Mr. K. M. Gharda,
chairman of the Breach Candy

THE

Hospital and other directors
called on Mr. Vajpayee in his
room to wish -him well.

The Prime Minister was
wheeled into a special enclosure
erected for the media in the hos-
pital compound. The enclosure
was bedecked with BJP posters
proclaiming, “Atalji, we love you”
and “unshakable trust of the
Mumbaiites: Atalji is developing
the country.” The party had dis-
played laminated pictures of Mr.
Vajpayee being sworn in by the
President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan,
and the Prime Minister amidst
soldiers on the Kargll front.
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The October 10 surgery had be-
come a big media event, not with-
out BJP connivance. Even in the
media enclosure, the Union In-
formation Technology Minister,
was elaborately describing the
impending arrival of the Prime
Minister and the photo opportu-
nity available. In fact, once Mr.
Mabhajan asked police officers not
to come in the way of the photog-

raphers and threatened to send |

them home if they did.

A number of “get well” banners
and arches lined the route to the
airport and hundreds thronged
the roadside.

The Prime Minister also men-
tioned a special thanks to the
print and electronic media which
had kept the people informed of
his progress and brought about a
lot of goodwill to him.

‘I'll repay debt to media’
PTI reports:

In a 10-minute address to re-
porters, Mr. Vajpayee hinted at
speedy implementation of the
recommendations of the Manisa-
na wage board for journalists and
non-journalists. “I am indebted
to the media and want to repay it
soon,” he said. “The media has
always expressed good wishes to
me and I am thankful to it,”" Mr.
Vajpayee said.

The Union Labour Minister,
Mr. Satyanarain Jatiya, had last
week stated in Jaipur that the rec-

ommendations of the wage board |

would be modified and placed be-
fore the Cabinet before the winter
session of Parliament, slated to
begin on November 20. The lLa-

bour Ministry would complete in- |

corporating certain modifications
in the final report before Deepa-
vali and send it to the concerned
ministries, including law and jus-
tice and information and broad-
casting, for their opinion.




PM bnefed oh Kashmir,

&\

Pak t

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aug 31. — The

i Prime Minister visited the Op-

erations Room at Army Head-
quarters today, as part of pre-
parations for his US visit,
where senior officials briefed
him on the situation in J&K.
The Prime Minister’s princi-
pal secretary and national sec-
urity adviser, Mr Brajesh Mi-
shra, too was present. The Ar-
my top brass reportedly provid-
ed him with details on militant
activities in the state. the kind
of support being extended by
Pakistan and the extent of

. shelling across the LoC.

The Kashmir issue is expect-
ed to figure prominently in Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee's mect-
ings with President Bill Clint-
on and other US leaders. His
seeking a first-hand account of
the situation would point to his
desire to be fully updated for
those meetings.

(General Pervez Musharraf
will highlight Pakistan’s dis-

pute with India over Kashmir
at the UN General Assembly’s
millennium summit, says Reu-
ters from Islamabad. A foreign
ministry spokesman said Gen.
Musharraf would raise the
Kashmir issue in his statement
at the world leaders’ gathering
in New York on 6 September.

{Gen. Musharraf will meet at
least 12 other heads of states or
governments on the summit’s
sidelines but has no one-on-one
meeting scheduled with Mr Bill
Clinton or Mr Vajpayee.)

Earlier it had appeared that
Mr Vajpayee would have been
more than happy to take to the
USA evidence of forward move-
ment in the process of talks
with militants. But the desire
was frustrated after Hizbul
Mujahideen backed off from its
unconditional ceasefire offer.

Mr Vajpayee is likely to tell
US leaders that the formal dia-
logue process with Pakistan
can't be revived till there’s
clear evidence of Islamabad
reducing support to those
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&use issue at UN

spreading violence in J &K, and
the rest of the country.

That doesn’t mean India will
shut its door on militant outfits
ready for talks. There may have
been no formal moves after
Hizbul withdrew its ceasefire,
but some contacts continue. This
time, the government appears to
be playing things on a low key
till the basics are firmly settled.

Mr Vajpayee will reportedly

project that position to the
USA so that it puts additional
pressure on Islamabad i cre-
ate an atmosphere in which the
bilateral talks process could be
extricated from thc rubble that
buried it at Kargil.
PM okay: A senior orthopaed-
ist, treating Mr Vajpayee, today
said there’s “nothing abnormal”
about the Prime Minister’s
health and he should be able to
leave for the USA on Thursday,
says PTI. Mr Vajpayee has
been complaining of pain-in the
knee. “He’s suffering from ost-
eoarthritis,” the AIIMS direc-
tor, Dr PK Dave, said.



BY OUR CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Sept. 5: Preparing for Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayec:’s high-profile visit to
the United States, the officials at the Prime
Minister's Office and the ministry of external
affairs have set new precedents.

The government has done away with the usual
practice of briefing the media on the eve of
Prime Minister's visit. The practice has it that a
senior official, mostly the foreign secretary,
addresses the press before: the Prime Minister’s
visit. With Mr Vajpayee slated to leave for his
US visit early on Thursday, no such briefing
has taken place. :

Principal secretary to the Prime Mlmster Mr

O sets new preced

Brajesh Mishra, on Tuesday w

%&ed o
address the foreign media in New Dethi bt the

meeting was cancelled at the last miute. Mr
Mishra’s pre-occupation with Mr Vajpayee’s
visit was cited to be the reason for the ¢
tion.

As per the programme, Mr Mishra was to
spend around an hour at the Foreign Correspon-
dents’ Club talking about the Prime Minister’s
US visit and addressing queries.

With foreign secretary Lalit Mansingh already
in the United States, it was expected that Mr
Mishra, who is handling Mr Vajpayee’s tour,
will talk to the media about various aspects of
the visit and India’s expectations from the US
leadership. So far, New Delhi has put forth its

ents for

- sponsored  cross-border

W trip

point 0 1ew only through a series of televnsxon
interviews given by external affairs ininister
Jaswant Singh before he left for New Y ork.

In the absence of top officials. it was lefi to the
MEA spokesperson to speak about the US visit
who said that India's concerns over Paicistan-
terrorism, nuclear
issues, and initiatives to bolster bilateral eco-
nomic cooperation, particularly in the informa-
tion technology and energy sectors, will figure
high on the agenda during Mr Vajpayee’s meet-
ing-with US President Bill Clinton.

The Prime Minister’s schedule during the vi'sit
was released on Tuesday. As a number of
changes were made in Mr Vajpayee’s itinerary,
the schedule was not released earlier.
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ng}i; to be
amsevak
cannot be taken

away,

By Dileep Padgaonkar
NEW YORK: Prime Minister At
Behari Vajpayee had to do some
tight-rope walking here
Saturday when he was called upon
to respond to a demand from an
influential Hindu saint that his
government must respect the sen-
timents of the majority and give
the go-ahead to construct a Ram
temple in Ayodhya.

Addressing a large gathering of
people of Indian origin on Staten
Island, Mr Vajpayee sought to
deftly turn the tables on Swami

Satyamitrananda by remmdmg

him that the .

people of India :
had not given ?
the BIP a}
majority  in §
Parliament.
Should it
obtain a two-
thirds majority
in the Lok
Sabha it would
be his endeav-
our to fulfil

upswing

IRIPAVEE::, o

HARD TALK

@ PM does tight-rope walking on
temple issue

@ Justifies Pokhran test
® Says Indo-US ties are on an

spee the World
arhament of Rehglons held in
Chicago. Indeed, Staten Island was
awash with patriotic fervour of a
distinctly saffron hue. The organis-
ers had made sure that all the
hard-line speeches were made
before the arrival of the Prime
Minister. Apart from his ambiva-
lent response to the demand for
constructing the Ram temple, Mr
Vajpayee resorted to a clever play
on words yet again when he spoke
of his association with the RSS. If
he ceased to be in government, he
said, he would become a swayam-
once

would be the
nation’s
swayamsevak.
Belying con-
cern about his
health, Mr
Vajpayee,
delivering an
impromptu
speech in

India’s dreams. &
There was no direct promise to
build the Ram temple but the con-
text in which that statement was
made is bound to raise the hackles
of the BJP’s allies and give the
opposition a pretext to pummel
the government.

The Staten Island get-together
was organised by several organisa-
tions who are part of, or are close to,
the sangh parivar. Leading the
group was the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) which has gained
in influence in North America in
recent years. Relations between the
VHP and the Vajpayee government
have experienced some strains and
stresses over the past few months
on a host of issues, including attacks
on Christians and the construction
of the Ram temple.

Mr Vajpayee had to make sure
that he did not alienate the BJP’s
core constituency. At the same
time he could not be seen to be
wholly identified with it given the
susceptibilities of his NDA allies.

The core constituency was pres-
ent in full regalia: 108 saints were
at hand to mark the 108th anniver-
sary of Swami Vivekananda’s stir-

chaste Hindi,
was at his eloquent best, not least
when he spoke of how the atmos-
phere had changed for the better
after Pokhran IT and how Indo-US
relations were on an upswing,

But not all the beauty of his
prose or all the felicity of his deliv-
ery could detract attention from
the fact that he found himself in a
rather tight spot.

Whether his semantic skills and
diplomatic finesse will convince
those who are critical of the sangh
parivar within and outside his gov-
ernment is a moot point. Mr
Vajpayee will have some explaining
to do when he next meets the press.
His aides were busy telling media
persons that the Prime Minister’s
statements in Staten Island must be
seen in perspective. While he was
aware of the nature of his audience,
he had said nothing which he has
not been saying before.

On Saturday evening, however,
such thoughts were not on the
minds of the thousands who had
turned up to listen to a man who
inspires a great deal of affection.

» See Edit Talking About
Talks, Page 10

11 5tr 260



(SN'VI) "stequiawi JO)
-00p (00°€ 1940 Yiim ANUNOS STY) Uj SUOI
-estuedIo [euoissojold uedUsWY UBIpU]
nremod jsow 9y3 jo suo ‘UISLQ uBIpU]
1O SUEISAYJ JO UOHBIOOSSY UBILIUIY
a1 wosy s1quidw Jo dnosd 109[9s B Yiim
Sunoow e 2AeYy OS[E ABW O "AEpUON UO
wapqoid ssuy uiddeu sy Joy sdn-yooud
oSsopun Kew ISIUIA SWILId 9Y) Jey) pres
sonanog uawadesus parejoap AJjeidyjo
ou sey sokedlz A I ‘uoiBunysep 0103 0}
pampayos st oy uaym ‘g1 Jaquualdag [y
‘Aepung woij "ssaippe s1y Jaye ‘Jof ‘19
-Aamoy ‘aFeInojud siy pue 2akedles 1N
I3A9MOY JoUUIp UMOP-IIS B Aq pamo[[o]
sem u0Ndaoal 2y, 'snypes pue stuems
Jo juowigosse oy Aq Samuo9| JIlIq
ay3 01 uonjuale 1del Yim paudlsy] popuiml
-sno1B1jo1 s10ur JY) OfIYMm ‘SI9SIURSIO AU}
£q 921y payquysip 2502 Surddis ‘spusuy
yum Suneye ssesd uo jes Auepy -oocerd

I0X MON Ur sAes

o) 1040 Jjt pasaness ojdoad yim suos

" Jo punoile} v 0jul PowIn pey onuepy

ay) jo o8po ay .uo yed [eq Surmerds
oy ‘earue s sofedlep 1N 310)5q Yongy
. Sureasp
N0 {If{ng {{14s 24 ‘woddns sn aatd Anunoo
oy ut opdoad g, 'pies 9y  ‘IourIjar-}[as
spremoy Aepor sdoys sofewr Buryer st An
-unod At |, ‘SUBIPU| PUE BIPU] 10] U0 Aq
auo Furuado aram plIOM 31 JO SI00P Y}
Moy pue Ansnput A301ouysd) uoneWIOJUI
oy ur asoyy Ajjeroadsa ‘suedlIoy URIpU}
JO $3552000S puB YIBuans Y 01 $IOUD
-19]a1 [EISADS JPRUL IISIUIN AWl Y,
‘puS 24 LI DIJUOD
TIS1ey] 908) 0) SWIED PUR WISBISOYIUD iIM
ssoooxd aoead aroye 9yl pauEls sy moy
POqUOSOP oY UBISIEd SumuTu INoyNm
‘pres ovkedfep 1A ‘oovod pue sueid
-ntjod usemiaq porpoouuod dosp Lxoa v
s1 o101 Ing,, "ouP) siy paSuryd ay uayj,

I .

qy

AISTUB

‘woa 31|k ul pres aokedlep
I eorad yim op 01 103 sey ueonijod
e jeym Fuuropuom sdeysod ruwins soead
ayy 03 awr ayaut ou pip djdoad nog,,
‘S0P
-03uE pue JINOWNY Aq PONIEW SEMm §S2Ippe
Jouq Sy pue  judw
-oje1s  paredard  Aue
peas jou pip a3Ardivp
I ‘sAep oml] Ise| o)
ur se axtjup) ‘uondanas
o) ydnosgy s oY
SE PIXER[OI 1BGMOWOS
PONOO[ JOISIUTIA QWL
oy 7 rpquaidsg uo
NI0OX MON Ul JEALLE
Sy oouts  syudwdesus

[eslE[Iq  pue

santanoe anewodp jo sAep om1 0y
uasaid ospe

135 19403S S pMOID

\&Q&E JWAWOAOU snototdsns Aue 10§ o

2i9M s1afe

YOIEA G} SIED S JOISIUIA SWI] SY) puryay
sie[noouiq Yim Sutpuels uewsoiod pue
yoeaq ayr noqe 3uuaaoy A[[euorsesso
siaidoorjoy sorjod ynm 1ySn Apouranxs
sem AILNOOS "YoEdY YINOS Ul JUSAD
2] pualie 0] IPROICIOUI JBD-7 ] B Ul uByney
-Ueq Ul [9]0Y BLIOISY
-Jlopjepy W01} dured
oym JI2ISIUI QWL
9yl 0] SwodPm [B
-luoWDIaD ® 9ART Ko
st 3uos e Sues ‘sduwe|
uayired Burpjoy
Spuey JIOY) ‘USWOM
L1 Jo dnoi3 vy
WY 224YS 10f
pue ol 1y pivw pavyg JO SO ONRISII
SIam 2134} 1 S} Ul SUBT WD/DIDJA JPUDA
BUOS [BUOIRY JO SUlEl}S pue ONUENY i
JO 210US U1 U0 U1 195 A[MO[S YSTP oY) Sy
‘uondooar oy} J0J paaLLe

11 SEP 20

THE ASIAN ACt

99kedieA I a10j2q K[you1g S«LISYIEE 2y}
passaippe oym ‘[eydulg yousy A1eiaioas
[r1ouad A sea juoseid asoyy Suowry
¥oom 15[ SUONBN PONU[) dYl Ui papud
eI Nurung 3oead WNIUUS[[IN 241 03 uon
-eZopop uwipuj Suons IDQWISW-EQ] 3 JO
spquIsWw 219M Juasaid s1opea] snoidiysl
ay | ‘uny o} uaisy| 01 akedfe A 1A 01 1xou
siep Iayioue payoed $aqOI 2Ym pue uoij
-Jus Ul SIUBMS pue snypes Q[ moqy

. "STEp 1) UO Os{e
SIam “YIUNUNG 308IJ WINIUUST]A] Y1 JO [B
-15ua3 A1e15100s ‘Uuref emeq pue eIpuey))
YsaaeN SN 9yl 0] Jopessequie UBIpU] 993
-JIUWod uondodal 9Y) JO UBULIIBYD ‘PO
punynjy Iy pue Y3uIg JueMse[ I91SIm
siejje [ewaxa Aq pouelj sem ‘paieas
Aym AjoLIq axods oym “IQISTUL dWLI]
oy, Tpuly ut pres sakedlep I e1pyj
JO uBAISS Y1 Se Ing JASIUIN OSwiLg
dY) sk 10U dly SuwI0d ey | Aepoyj.,

‘peySLEd npL
emysiA oy woyy uoddns yum A
-0 UEdUAWY URIpY] 9yt Aq pasiur
IOISIUT SwLid 9y Jo uondasdar oy
Kjuo 9y pue ISIJ 3y} SeM UOISEID0
210y pue|S} usjelg JB paisyied pey -
sjdoad @pQ‘¢ peewnss ue Aq asne,
snoxapuny) prue pres oakedfep I .,
-oswmAems e urewal 03 1ySu Aw Ae
aye1 ueo Apoqou Ing ‘W ut sopdwex.
yons jo Kuspd are 219y [, "9q 1,U0M | MOL
-IOW0] ‘ISISTUIA W] oY) Wk | Aepoy],,
.cYeaasureAems B urewal oy jysu,,
siy Aeme aye} PINod 2uo ou Ing ‘Kep
JWOS I9ISIUIA SWIL] € ulewsas jou Keul
aY 1ey) pareoap 2akedle A Ueyag 21V 19)
-SIUTA dWl] ‘Ue3dQ) onuepY Y1 ojut Sul
-uddo yoeag yinog ay} uo step pardoues
[ews & woiq :Q1 dag “Ya0x maN

A“.ﬂd YAAWNZVIAl VHOS NVINNS &g

Aems e urewal 0) JYSLI AW Aeme OB) UBD SUO ON

YBAISUWIBABAS B SB INUNU0) [[IM 9Y sa3p3a[d saded(en-



- Vajpayee ill,
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SUDESH K VERMA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NAGPUR, Aug. 27. — Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee could not
spend even one full day at the
three-day BJP convention here
because of pains in knee joints.
It seems that he has not fully
recovered from the peptic ulcer
for which he was operated
upon twice, a BJP leader said.

In a statement issued today,
Mr Pramod Mahajan said: “The
Prime Minister had been expe-
riencing pain in both his knee
joints for past few days due to
exacerbation of his osteo
arthritis.” He had been advised
rest after the Parliament ses-
sion. He however, chose to
attend the BJP national con-
vention and installation of the
new president, Mr Bangaru
Laxman. Since last night the
pain had aggravated causing
him severe discomfort. He
agreed to return to Delhi on
doctor’s request.

venue around 1.30 p.m., after
delivering a 10-minute speech.
After that he rushed straight to
the airport. The idea of a short
speech was suggested to him
by Mr Mahajan. However, the
Prime Minister was composed
and used the wits he is famous
for. Before this, he took rest for
half-an-hour in his special
room behind the venue while
Mr Laxman was delivering his
presidential speech.

A member of the Prime
Minister’s entourage said there

Mr Vajpayee left the meeting .

was nothing serious and it was
just exhaustion due to the hec-
tic Parliament session and his
busy schedule. Even in Nagpur
today, he had a hectic schedule.
He went to visit the RSS head-
quarters at Resham Bagh —
the Diksha Bhoomi. The
weather was quite hot and it
must have added to his pain.
His departure from Delhi for
the meeting yesterday was

Mr Atai Behari Vajpayee

delayed because of his illness.
“I felt I will not be able to come
here but my love for Nagpur
forced me to come”, Mr
Vajpayee told the national
council meeting, after Mr
Laxman’s speech.

His schedule in Nagpur
included a public meeting this
evening and the valedictory
address at the council meeting.
Now Mr Laxman and Mr LK
Advani are to hold the fort in
his absence.

THE STATESMA!.
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- cuts short V2
" Nagpur visit

Mr Vajpayee’s health has
been a topic of speculation in
the BJP and government circle.
A BJP leader ruled out that he
was suffering from cancer and
said the ailment might be due
to the peptic ulcer which is not
completely cured.

After returning from Nagpur,
the Prime Minister spent a rest-
ful day at his Race Course Road
house, SNS adds from Delhi.

He told reporters at Delhi air-
port this afternoon that there
was no change in the schedule
for his USA visit next month.
He said he was “all right, and
feeling fine.” No official engage-
ments had been scheduled here
for today and tomorrow, since
he had planned to be in
Nagpur, an official said.

In Nagpur, Mr Bangaru
Laxman cautioned partymen
against machinations of the
Opposition and asserted that
there was need to rework par-
ty’s relationship with Muslims
to fill the space vacated by the
Congress and other parties.
“The BJP has not yet become
the preferred party of gover-
nance in the eyes of the peo-
ple,” he said, reports PTI.
Yashwantspeak: The Union
finance minister, Mr Yashwant
Sinha, in an attempt to silence
the critics including the
Swadeshi Jagaran Manch, said
the Centre did not use the
funds received by disinvest-
ment to cover up budget
deficits, adds UNI.

® More reports on page 8
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HT Correspondent '
Calcutta, July 6 i K \\ \ ?/\
THIS WAS the shot all shutterbugs were wait-
ing to click—a Prime Minister touching a moth-
er’s feet.

As the clock struck 5.32 pm, a convoy of cars
sped into the narrow lane off Harish Chatterjee
Street, where Mamata Banerjee’s humble
dwellmg stands.

A posse of policemen had scanned every inch
of the neighbourhood and ensured things were
in order for the date of the day. Last-minute
security checks over, they stood taut and alert.

The buzz of excitement was on the rooftops as
crowds jostled for a glimpse of the Prime
Minister. And, there were hundreds of them.

As the Prime Minister emerged from his white
bullet-proof Tata Sierra, Mamata’s mother
Gayatri Banerjee welcomed him with a beige
angavastram made of Murshidabad silk. The
SPG men stood guard. A hush descended on
the locality as the Prime Minister bent down to
touch the feet of Mamata’s mother.

But as mother and daughter escorted
Vajpayee to their tiled-roof house, conch-shells
were blown, shattering the calm.

In a 10 foot by 10 foot room, the country’s
most powerful man settled down on a chair, as
Mamata stood nearby.

Though there was quite a spread of Bengali
delicacies ready for the Prime Minister, he pre-
ferred to limit himself to a glass of sherbet and
a cup of tea.

As the Prime Minister sat chatting with
Gayatri and Mamata, his granddaughter and
son-in-law Ranjan Bhattacharya were in the
adjacent room with Ananth Kumar, Union
Minister for Tourism and Culture. In this four
foot by eight foot room, Mamata meets her per-
sonal guests and sleeps when she is in the city.

Twenty minutes later, Vajpayee stepped out of

hearts meet in a small home

the house and said he wished the. people of
West Bengal the very best. Reporters gathered
outside Mamata’s house urged him to take a
couple of questions. Initially, he refused and
looked at Mamata. She smiled back, as if coax-
ing him to answer only two. This time, he
agreed. But there was a rider.

“This is a personal visit. I wouldn’t like to talk
politics.”

Asked about the four PSUs in the State facing
closure, he said: ”This we will discuss later.”

When this correspondent asked him if hes”

8 would take steps to check the worsening law
and order in the State, the Prime Minister said:

“I won’t answer that one.”

The quota of questions over, Vajpayee got
into his car, but not before Mamata told him:
“Let the CMC board be formed. I will return to
Delhi.”

And, there were presents for the Prime
Minister too - two pots of rosogollas, a dhoti
and kurta, Hindi and English translations of the
Gitanjali and a collection of Tagore’s short sto-
ries in Hindi. Mamata accompanied the Prime
Minister to the airport to bid him goodbye.

“Ghar chhota hai, lekin Mamata ka dil bahut
bada hain (Her house is small, but her heart is
very big),” a moved Vajpayee said before
leaving.

But away from the media glare, Gayatri
Banerjee was still dazed. “I could not believe
that such a big man would visit our house. We
are poor people and our house is so small for
the Prime Minister of India,” she said.
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By Malabika Bhattacharya

CALCUTTA, JULY 6. The Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, today chid-
ed the ruling communists in West
Bengal for staying away from the
birth centenary function of Shy-
ama Prasad Mukherjee, an early
architect of the Bharatiya Jan
Sangh.

Though the Deputy Chief Min-
ister, Mr. Buddhadev Bhatta-
charya and the Governor, Mr.
Viren J. Shah, received Mr. Vaj-
payee at the airport in the morn-
ing, the Prime Minister expressed
his mind at the function in caustic
terms after accusing the commu-
nists of intolerance.

Mr. Vajpayee, who inaugurated
the function, spoke mostly on the
need for tolerance in the era of
coalition politics.

Mr. Bhattacharya later reacted
to Mr. Vajpayee’s speech dubbing
his criticisms “hollow’” as the BJP
itself could be faulted on that
count. “Do they have religious
tolerance? Or else why would
there be a Babri Mosque demoli-
tion?”

Mr. Vajpayee said that the com-
munists should realise that in a
multi-party system, ideological

£

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, with the Railway
Minister, Ms Mamata Banerjee, and the West Bengal
Governor, Mr. Viren J. Shah, at the birth centenary
celebrations of Shyama Prasad Mukherjee in Calcutta.

differences were normal. ‘But,
that does not mean one should
not pay respect to great men like
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee.”

To prove how magnanimous
the BJP was, Mr. Vajpayee said

that his party had paid tributes to
E.M.S. Namboodiripad, the com-
munist leader, without hesitation.

Mr. Bhattacharya, he said, had
explained why the communists
had decided to stay away from the

function. The Deputy Chief Min-
ister had told him that he could ,
not attend the function because \
of sharp ideological differences |
with Shyama Prasad Mukherjee.
“I would not like to criticise him

.in your presence,” Mr. Bhatta- |

charya had said.

Taking off from the issue of the
communists’ absence in the func-
tion, Mr. Vajpayee said that politi-
cal parties especially those in the
Opposition should realise that
coalition politics had become the
order of the day and parties
should come together at least in
some areas in the nation’s inter-
est. “We have entered the era of
coalition politics. We should for-
get our differences at some point
and work together for the coun-
try’s benefit,” Mr. Vajpayee said.

Mr. Vajpayee said the concept
of coalition could be traced to the
time when Shyama Prasad Muk-
herjee joined the coalition gov-
ernment of Faziul Haque in
Bengal. “The Ganatantrik Morcha
he (Shyama Prasad Mukherjee)
formed then has now taken the
shape of the NDA .”

PM visits Mamata’s
house: Page 14
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Text of PM's
statemen

NEW DELH], JULY 28. The following\s
the text of the Prime Minister, M&.
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s statemen
in Parliament today, clarifying his
Government’s position on the
former Law Minister, Mr. Ram
Jethmalani’'s controversial ;sfate-
ment. 7/
“Certain statement$ have been
made by Mr. Ram Jethmalani, for-
mer Union Minister for Law, Jus-
tice and Company Affairs, with

regard to the Chief Justice of India -

and the Attorney-General of In-
dia. T have gone through those
statements. My Government does
not share the views of Mr. Jeth-
malani with regard to the subject
matter on which he has spoken.
We completely disagree with his
perception of the facts. The Gov-
ernment believes in promoting a
harmonious relationship between
the different wings of State. With-
out going into the question of the
correctness of any possible view
involved on the issues on which
Mr. Jethmalani corresponded
with the Honourable Chief Justice
of India, I was of the opinion that
even the difference of opinion be-

tween the Chief Justice and the |

Law Minister should not create
any imbalance in the harmonious
relationship. Thus, in order to en-
sure that this harmonious rela-
tionship is not only maintained
but strengthened, I exercised my
prerogative and asked Mr. Jeth-
malani to resign. | have gone into
the text of his statements issued
yesterday, 27th July, against the
Chief Justice of India and the At-
torney-General of India. I reiter-
ate that my Govgfnment
completely disagrees with his per-
ception.” — UNI




15M . Jethmalani’s

conduct Improper

Leak to be mvestlgated

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, July 28

Wi

Behari  Vajpayee  today

strongly stated in both the
Houses of Parliament that his
Government had unambigioulsy
disassociated itself from sacked
Law Minister Ram Jethmalani's
observations on the Chief Justice
of India and the Attorney General.
The PM said a com-
mittee of the Chief
Vigilance Officer,

PRIME MINISTER Atal

PMSPEAK

could be permitted to tender
advice to private companies.
Before the Prime Minister's
response, Law Minister Arun
Jaitley told the House that there
were precedents during the
Congress and United Front
Governments when law officers of
the Government had been permit-
ted to take up private work. The
Congress members including for-
mer Law Minister H. R. Bhardwaj
disagreed and
demanded that the
Attorney-General

Legal Affairs (Legis- - be asked to appear
latigve Departmegnt) o My Government does  { pefore the Hmfsi to
would  investigate § N0t share the views of explain his conduct.
how the confidential { S Jethmalani. Mr  Kapil Sibal
documents had been | ® Difference of apinion (Congress)  asked
leaked and who was | D€tween the Chief how the Attorney-
responsible for it, Justice and the Law General could
The PM said he | Minister should not cre- 1 ,yqice the Hindujas
agreed with the |86 anyimbalanceinthe { " ipeir * Andhra
members that the } harmonious refationship { pragesh power pro-
former Minister’s begween the judiciary ject when the
conduct had not §2nd the executive. Government  was
been proper. o | exercised my prerog- § .onqucting investi-
Mr Vajpayee said j“m’: and asked Shri gations against them
he had sought Mr et ma‘an' to resign. in the Bofors case.

Jethmalani's resig-
nation "to maintain a harmonious
relationship between the judiciary
and the executive". "I have gone
into the text of his (Jethmalani's)
statements yesterday, 27th July,
against the Chief Justice of India
and the Attorney General of India.
I reiterate that my Government
completely disagrees with his per-
ception," Mr Vajpayee said.

The Opposition, however, want-
ed Mr Jethmalani's prosecution for
violating the oath of secrecy. The
Congress walked out from the Lok
Sabha when the party leaders were
not allowed to ask questions.

Party deputy leader Madhavrao
Scindia said the Opposition had a
right to seek clarifications on the
violations of the Official Secrets
Act by Mr Jethmalani. RID leader

; Raghu-vansh Prasad Singh Yadav
and RPIféader Ramdas Athavale
followed the Congress in the walk-
out.

In the RS, the Opposition raised
queries whether the Attorney-
Generaﬂ servmg the Government

Responding  to
issues raised on the Bofors probe,
the Prime Minister said there was
no let-up in the investigations
although it was a complicated
affair. The Hindujas had changed
their citizenship. The Government
was trying to get their statement. If
there was delay, it was due to
administrative reasons, he stated.
The PM disclosed that the
Attorney-General, in his advice on
the MS Shoes case, did not give

‘opinion for the prosecution of Mr

Jethmalani. In fact his opinion was
"in favour of Jethmalani,

"However the Attorney-General
did want further investigations into
the leakage of the Minister's
papers and their reproduction by
MS Shoes in the case against the
Government.

Mr Vajpayee said his friend Mr
Jethmalani had not learnt the art
of keeping silent. He had been told
several times to keep quiet on
issues which did not come under

his jurisdiction, but thhout the
desued effect. .

Prosecute me
and I'll teach
you law, says
Jethmalani

HT Correspondent
New Delhi , July 28

MR RAM Jethmalani delivered «
sharp riposte to the Governmen
today for its decision to hold a vig:
ilance inquiry into the leakage o
Law Ministry documents annexec
to the statement he had intended
to make in the Rajya Sabha.

"What do you hold an inquiry for
when I have already said that |
have copies of the documents. If
this amounts to theft or a breach of
the Official Secrets Act, please
prosecute me, for at least then 1
will have a chance to teach you the
law,” Mr Jethmalani said.

He dismissed the proposed
probe as a symptom of the
Government's "mental” fatigue. a
manifestation of the "colonial con-
cept" of secrecy it insisted on prac-
tising after having introduced in
Parliament a bill for freedom of
information.

"These are the tactics of moral
cowards who are willing to wound
but are afraid to strike,” thundered
Mr Jethmalani.

He maintained that Ministers
were free to express views on mat-
ters pending a final decision of the
Cabinet. Moreover, nothing could
be out of the Law Ministry's
domain as all laws were drafted by
this Ministry.

About the petitions he examined
as Law Minister in a particular
case involving the CJI's family
members, Mr Jethmalani said the
matter cannot be wished away. At
the same time, he clarified that he
never said whether the allegations
were right or wrong. '

"But the fact that no action is -
taken on complaints against judges '
is a matter of great public concern.
I have always advocated that the
Judiciary should seek harmony
with the people and not the
Government, * he opined.
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