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Angry allies want NDA meet

to clear

A aq

Deepak Razdan
New Delhi, December 8

HE TRINAMOOL

Congress and the Telugu

Desam Party were testless
today because Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee's remarks on  the
Ayodhya temple had "somehow
conveyed a wrong message” to the
people. They wanted him to "ciari-
fy" his stand guickly o maintain
communal harmony.

The two important allies of the
National Democratic  Alliance
(NDA) Government stressed
today they were part of the ruling
alliance only on the basis of the
common mimimum agenda and
any deviation from it would be
unacceptable. ‘I'ne Trinamool has
written to NDA convenor George
Fernaades for an carly NDA meet-
ing to end the "confusion”.

FDP leader and Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister Chandra
Naidu was in touch with
MPs and a me
Parliamentary B

party
of the
would discuss

the issue in Hyderabad tomorrow.

The two parties maintained that
the Prime Minister was the "cham-
pion of the cause of national inte-
gration” and he should therefore
clarify the NDA stand on the
Ayodhya controversy, irrespective
of how his statements raised
doubts in sections of the people. A
mosque had been demolished in
Rae Bareilly and there was tension
in Mecrut also, they said.

The Trinamool and TDP [eaders

!

expressed similar sentiments on
the issue. They sald in case the
Congress demand for discussion
under Rule 134 was accepted in
the Lok Sabha, they would state
their views on Babr mosque dem-
olition but toppling of the
Government was certainly not on
their agenda.

The two NDA allies with strong
roots in Andhra Pradesh and West
Bengal were emphatic that th
could assert their seculaﬂfs

g el 1®

PM’s Ayodhya stand

AT A mosgue a stone's throw away from Parliament
House, a barrage of barbed questions overwhelmed
Mr Shahnawaz Hussain, the NDA's lone Muslim
Minister at whose liftar Party PM Vgjpayee had made
his controversial remarks, reperts HTC.

As Mr Hussain went around greeting fellow namazis
after the Friday prayers, the crowd insisted on know-
ing whether he had ever visited the disputed site.
Why are you '.ett'.ng down your own people to curry favours with the
BJP?" they remonstrated. Mr Hussain fumbled and beat a hasty
retreat. Slogans denouncirg the Minister's stand on the Temple issue
rent the air as he hurriedly broke free of the melee to head for his car.

vocally as the Congress or the
Samajwadi Party. Upset over
Vajpavee's remarks. the two par-
ties spoke at Speaker G M C
Balayogi's meeting in the same
language. together with another
ally, the Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD). Ms Banerjee met
Vajpayee to support the TDP's
demands relating to the Andhra
paddy farmers’ plight.

She said there was wo scope for
“delay” and a correct message must
go to the people from the Prime
Minister. “This is a scnsitive issue.
Communal tension is rising,” she
said. She said the Government and
the Opposition couid decide on
how to discuss the issue in the
House, but the PM's "clarification”
could not be detayed.

"I doe't know what happened by
evening,” she said, referring to the
Prime Minister's second obscrva-
tion on the issue. "Our intention is
topple the Government.
stention i5 to raise peoples’
ucs,” she said.

See also Pa 1




DP warng

n
By Our Special Correspondenﬁ/‘ier should speak only about the

| HYDERABAD, DEC. 9. | he Telugu De-
" sam Party roday warned the BJp-
I led Central Government that it
I would take a serinus view of any
| deviations from the common
minimum agenda and sought a
clarification from the Prime Min-
icter, Mr. A. B. Vajpavee, by Mon-
day on  his  coniroversial

© gtatements on building the Ram

temple at Ayodhyva.

Ameeting of the TD Parliamen-
rary Party (TDPP! cenvened by
the Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter and party  supremo, Mr
N.Chandrababu Naidu, sentouta
strong message to the NDA Gov-
emunent that it wowld brook no
shift from the national agenda of
governance as that was the basis
for its extending outside support
to the Vajpayce Government,
Contenrious issues such as the
common civil code, Article 370
and Ram Tanmabhoomt had no
place in it

Brieting presspersons. My, Yer-
ran Naidu said Mr. Vajpayee’s ob-
servations were “uncalicd for and
unnecossary” ut a fime when the
nation faced pressing problems
such as payment of remunerative

~ prices to farraers and floods in
West Bengal.
. The meering was held against
the backdrap of My, Vajpayee's
i statement and the TDP Govern-
- ment’s strain in relations with the
. Centre over paddy procurement
by the Food Corporation of India.
© Thaugh the TDP Government
was partly moliificd on Friday by
the Centre’s package to help pad-
dy farmers, Mr. Vajpayee's ‘clas-
ification’ that the temple could be
built at the disputed site has
raised the hackdes of the TDP
which feels thet the Prime Minis-

comman agenda.

However, the TDP has resolved
to steer clear of the motion under
Rule 184 sought to be tabled by
ihe Congress in Parliament on the
resignation of the Union Minis-
ters churge- sheeted in the Babn
Masjid demolilion case. [t decid-
ed 1o rake an appropriate decision
if and when a similar natice was
given on the Prime Minister’s
slatement.

Not to join Cabinet

The TDP tocay firmly scotched
speculation about the possibility
of its joining 1the NDA Govern-
ment. ’

The conjecture was_fuelled by
reports in a daily that TOP MPs
mert in New Delhi on Friday on

the eve of its Parliamentary Pasty -

meeting w0 discuss the pros and
cons of joining the Vajpayee Min-
istry.

Al today's meeting, Mr. Chan-
drababu  Naidu,  reporledly
frowned upon the MPs™ conclave
and wondered how they could
diseuss such a possibility when
the TIXP was fighting the Centre
on several 1ssues.

The lack of consensus on this
surfaced at a press conference to-
dav when the MPs were asked 1o
comyment on the media reports
that they wanted Ministry berths.

Ir. A Raj Kumar, Rajya Sabha
wicinber, said this guestion must
be posed to Mr. Chandrababu
Naidu.

Mr. Yerron Naidu said the party
had decided to extend oufside
support to the NDA Governmen!
based on s COMIMON MinUNUHI
agenida. As this stand _remain un-
changed. there was nu need io
pase this guesdon to the Chiel
Minister.

TiF HINDU



VAJPAYEE'S REMARKS SR AYODHYA IGNORED V

NDA swears by secular agenda

By Neena Vyas C} QE\I\B wording of the resolution that w a:. ’\x o ma dlbpll[{i un to by 1]

NEW DELHL, OEC. 10. The National
Democratic Alliance meeting this
evening adopted a unanimous
resolution reiterating the secular
agenda of the Government while
ignoring the controversial re-
marks of the Prime Minister, Mr.
AB. Vajpayee. made earlier this
week on the Avodhya issue, in
which he had stated that the
“Ram temple can be built at the
disputed site where a temple al-
ready exists, and the Masjid can
come up at an alternate site.”

A heated discussion is reported
to have taken place at the two-
hour meeting at Mr. Vajpavee's
residence, with the allies and the
BT teaders wrangling on the

finally adopted.

It was the Trinamool Congress
leader, Ms. Mamata Banerjee, and
the Indian Narional Lok Dal of
Mr. O.P. Chautala, who success-
fully insisted that the resolution
commit itself to the Government
mabhutaining the “rule oflaw’ and
the “conslitutional dutv” w “ac-
cept and implement” any deci-
sion of the Supreme Court which
is seized of the Avodhyva matter.

1t was also the allies who insist-
ed that the resolution reiterate the
NDA Government's “unambigu-
ous commitment” to profecting
and promaoting secularism, while
pointing ¢ut that the NDA had
“consciously left out all issues of
contentions narure’”  {read the

code and serapping ofiAricle 370
in rejation o Kashimir).

Mamata’s insistence

Apparently, Ms. Banerjee 10~
minded the Prime Minister that
she had asked for the meerning o
discuss his controversial state-
ments that bad sent a “wrong
message’, although later at a
hriefing the MDA conveuner, Mr.
George Fernandes, refused to ad-
mit this. He insisted that he had
called the meeting 10 discuss the
parliamentary impasse over ithwe
Congress’ insistence on a discus-
sion on the resignaticns of three
Cahinei Miniswers chargesheeted
in the Babri demwlition case,

Asked repeatedly whether the

- Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, with the Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernanges, the Jammy
ef Mlnister Dr. Farooq Abdullah, Union Ministers, Mr. Pramad Mah jan, Ms. Mamata
, M. T.R. Baalu and the MDMK leader, Mr. Vaiko, at the NDA mee
Minister’'s Office in New Delhi on Sunday — Photo V. Sudecghan

g at the Prime

THE AINDU

BRI

leaders of the allies had demand-
ed an explanation from the Prime
Minister, who presided over the
mecting, for his remarks which
some ailies described as “com-
munal,”  Mr. Fernandes’ re-
spanse, amid loud protest (rom
the media, was 1hat those were
the creation of the media.

For status quo

The ane-page resolution af-
firmed commitment 0 the NDA
agendea. anc also asserted that
“the status quo must be main-
iwined far Avodhvay untii the Su-
preme Court delivers its verdict”
and this st be accepted” by
“all parties 1o the dispute” and
Cevery polideal party’ which has
committed itself 1o upholding the
Constitution. Totally silenr on the
Prime Minister's remarks made
on December 7 and §, the resolu-
tion instead preferred to quote his
remarks made immediately after
the demolition of the Bahri Mas-
jid on Decoember 6, 1992, describ-
ing the event as “unfortunare’”.

Others present at the mee-
tingwere Mr. T.R. Baalu (DMK),
Dr. Faroog Abdullah (National
Conference), Mr. Nitish Kumar
[Samata Party) Mr. Ram Vilas Pas-
wan {Janshakt), Mr. Vaiko
MDMES, Mr. Sharad Yadav {JD-
U, Mr. Parkash Singh Badal (Aka-
{i Dal;, and Mr, Sanjay Nirupam
(Shiv Sena). From the BJP, the

" heavyweights, excepting Mr. Ad-

vani and Mr. Joshi, were present
—- Mr. Vajpavee, Mr. Bangaru
Laxrnan, Mr. Jaswant Singh, Mr
Yashwant Sinha and Mr. Pramaod

Mahajan.
Speaker's meet crucial: Page 13
Text of resolution;age i5
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ve on Ayodhya again

B Defeat of censure motion not an endorsement ol’ﬂe a‘dm temple, assert allies

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA (" ’

NEWOFLH, DEC16 Oy §f

RESH tensioné surfaced
‘ Fwithinthe ruling NDA on

the Ayodhya issue with key
allies TDF and Trinamool Con-

" gress mounting an attack on BJP’s
“alleged attempts to push the

Mandir agenda, but party Presi-
dent Bangaru Laxman raised a

; TIEW CONLIOVETSy Saying courls can-
: not “ignore the reality” of a Ram
- temple inthe disputed site.

A sulking Railway Minister
and Trinamool Congress leader
Mamata Banerjec spoke out at
an ‘[ftar’ party in Calcutta saying
she would not tolerate anyone

! trying to deviate from the NDA

agenda.

*“If anyonie tries to deviate from
the NDA agenda. we will be the
last to tolerate it,” she said adding
her party favoured a status quo on

the masjid issue. She also dis-
agreed with the Prime Minjster’s
statement that temple construc-
tion was an expression of national
sentiment.

K Yerran Naidu, leader of
another major ally, TDF, which
supports the Government from
outside, sharply attacked the
BJP president for his remarks in
interviews to newspapers that
the Lok Sabha rejection of the
censure motion was an endorse-
ment of the Ram temple move-
ment and even if the Courts de-
cided in favour of Masjid, the
Ram temple there could not be
disturbed.

He said the Telugu Desam-
Party would act as a “watch-dog”
and would not “spare” the Gov-
ernment if it deviated fror the sce-
ularagenda.

However, Laxman, the mian at
the centre of the controversy today

sought o play dowd his reported
controversial remarks saying he
was being “quoted out of context
m the media”.

Naidu said it was “highly im-
proper” for Laxman to interpret
the verdict on the censure motion
which related to the demand for
dismissal of the chargesheeted
ministers as an endorsement of the
temple agenda.

Both the leaders demanded
that the Prime Minister's assur-
ance in Parliament that Govern-
ment would abide by the: court ver-
dict on the issue should be
respected.

Naidu said Laxman should
not have made such controver-
sial remarks. He was supported
by JD{U) MP Devendra Prasad
Yadav who said Laxman should
not have made such a state-
ment.

But Laxman said tcday, “I to-

tally deny what hasbeen quoted to
me. 1 only said that ground reality
is that there exists a temple taday
and Parliament also during its de-
bate on this issue echoed the same
thing and certainly the court would

take cognisance of this ground re-

ality.”

Referring to the allies’ anger
over his statements, he said, “Twill
only request NDA partners not to
get perturbed over what is being

quoted out of context in a section !

of the press.”

Laxanan said Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee has clearly
stated that the party was commit-
ted to abide by the Court decision
and ‘“this should remove all
doubts”.

“This overrides all other com-
ments and statements,” he said
adding that BIP's relations with al-
lies were “good and there is no
room for stress or strain”.//‘

NDIAN EXPRES.
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FROV TAPAS CHAKRABORTY
Patna, Oct. 31: Casting a ctoud
ur the BJP-led coalition’s corona-
rion plans in Jharkhand. JMM
ieader Shibu Soren has decided to
quit the alliance and explore the
possibility of a deal wjth Laloo
Prasad Yarlav }

The diccision of S

mitkes the vace for Jhar
V clase eall as the BJP
slrength will be veduced t
cwashort of the majerity mark in
J' the 82-member  Assembiy. The
tevy state will come Into being on
Nenvenher 13, If Soren sirikes a
deal with Laloo. the tally of the
zecular front” will swell to 38,
leay ing the clincher with four (n-
dependents.

Soven decided o pull out of
the National Democratic Alliance
afler talks with coalition conven-
er Gearge Fernandes for the
Jharkhand chief minister's past
failed vesterday in Delhi,

The JMM chiel will meel
Laloo here tomorrow to “eobhle
togethet a4 majority to form an al-
wrpative govermment with the
irelp ol the Congress and Lett sec-
ular parties™.

Soren, who was recuperating
irom fever in Bokaro. sounded
Niner "We were cheated once
aunin. Now we will either sit in
the Oppoesition or form the gou-
eroment with the help of non-
NDA leaders. i the secand option
does not come through. we will go
fov the first.”

The JMM has called a legisla-
tive party meeting at the house of
its leader in (ke Bihar Assembly,
Stephen Marandi. heve lomorrow
to ratify Soren’s decision. Once
dHwr pariv gives the go-ahead.
Soren will mewt Laloo.

A small MM tearn is believed
fo have met Laloo today, who as-
sured all help. Laloo is desperate
for a “friendly” zovernment in
Jharkhand since most fodder
seam casos will be shifted to
Ranchi. the new state's capital.
whetre the CBI plans to set up two
spocial courts.

The spokesman of Laloo’s
party. Shivanaed Tiwarl, sajd:
“The JMB 15 welcome to break
free oit e NTA and seek our
help. Who can lake cave of the dif
ferent groups in Jharkhand other
than Soven. who fought for the
problems of the reglon for so
long?”

3 JAMAT detegatian, led by
Soren's son NDurgs. failed to ex-
traet a pledee from Fernandes on
the chiet minister's post, [nstead,
Fernandes offered to make [rga
depuiy chiefl minister LK. Ad-
vani was also inlransigent, He
urged the JAMM to stay on in the
NDA but refused {o eoncede the
demand for the top post.

The BIP is citing this numeri-
cal superiorily toclaim the post
but the Jharkhand party argues
that numbers are not enough to

)



How secular
IS NDA, ask

mlnorliy A
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI Dec. 22. — The
Archbishop of Delhi, Reverend
Vincent M Concessao, and the
Shain Imam of the Jama Mas-
jd, Maulana Sved Ahmed Bu-
Rhari. today questioned the
{’epire’s secular credentials.

The Archhishop was deliver-
ing his Christmas message and
the Shahi Imam, his address
om the last F‘rs'day of Ramzan.

Rev Concessan said the BJP-
led governmeni could have
*Aone much moere to check vie-
lence against Christians”. The
government was not following
the constitutional provisions on
equality to all religions.

“Are thay following the secu-
lar Censtitution?.” he -asked.
The NDA has failed to protect
the interests of minorities,
“There's a fundamental distor-
tion in the perspective of forces
behind attacks on Christians
as they look at them only in po-
litical terms.” There have been
100 attacks on Christians till
15 November this vear.

There's a constitutional provi-
sion for every citizen to profess
and propagate his‘her religion
without fear, he said. He-regre-
tted that “some organisations
were disteibuting anti-Christ-
tan hiterature. .with the aim of
spreading disinformation”.

The Shahi Imam said: “K the
demelition of a Masjid is the
expostre of namonal sentiment
we consider such sentiment a
ratimal curse”,

Addressing Muslims at the
Jama Maszjid, the Mautana said:
“If a6 called secular parties
want {o sirengthen secularism,
ivs the time for their test” The
goverument shouwld allew an
independent probe by interna-
Lional organisations inte the

Mushms pray in Bhopal on the fast
Friday of the maath of Ramzan,
- M’JPTI

alleged human IIQ’htb vmlatmn
in Kashmir, i it really wants to
cesolve the Kashmir issue.

He suggested the government
release the jailed Kashmiri
youths and begin unconditional
negotiations with all parties,
including Pakistan. “It’s now
the government’s responsibility
to act practically and accept
short comings on its part in
dealing with Kaghmir”.
Babari trio 1 A group of prom-
inent Muslim leaders teday de-
manded the ouster of the three

mninisters chargesheeted in the

Ayothya case reports UIN].

Mann: The Akali-Dal (Mann}

Mr Simranjit Singh .
Mann, foday said the RS8S ‘s
Hindutva ideslogy enjoved the -

chief,

“blessings of the Prime Minis-
ter and his the government”.
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee open-
Iy pleaded for the Sangh pari-
var when he asserted in Parlia

went that the demolition of th.

Babari Magjid wag an expre-
ssion of national sentiments.
“1t amounted to commminalising
the Indian society and polity”

e @32 WD
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By Our Special Correspondent

" NEW DELHL, NOV. 5. The teader of the Tharkhand Mukti

Morcha, Mr. Shibu Soren, has heen firmly told that
he should drop his demand for the chief minister-
ship of Jharkhand and decide to back a Natjonal
Democratic Alllance government in the State to be
led by the Bharativa Janata Party which wili have 32
MLAs in an Assembly of 80. (

A round of informal meetings wdre Aeld today 1o

» unravel the tangle — Mr. Soren mef Mr. George Fer-
. nandes. Convenor of the NDA, arfthe Jatter’s resi-

dence and later met the Samara Party leader, Mr,
Digvijay Singh. Mr, Soren met My. Fernandes a sec-

©oud idine late onight while earber Mr. Fernandes
. was reported to have met the Prime Mianister, My,
- Atal Behari Vajpavec.

The Samata Party has now virtually admitted that

. i “may have” promised 1o back the [MM for the
. chief ministership of tharkhand at the time when
. Mr. Nitish Kumar claimed the chief ministership of

Bihar immediately after the Assecmbly elections.

In short, what hus been conveved to Mr. Soren is
that he should reconcile 1o the fact that the JMM
does not have the strength to claim the chief minis-

© lership.

Mr, Srivastava also said that even it the Sama'a
Party wanted to give the chief ministership 1o Mr.

. Soren, 11 is unable o do so.

Ar the end of the day today the position was that
the Samata Party and the Jantata DDal both backed the
IMM demand for a meeting of afl the NDA partners
in Bihar, which could happen next week.

The Samata Parly leaders also seem to have con-
veyed to the [MM that if it drops its demand for chief
ruinistership and decides to stay to share power in
tharkhand, the Samata would use its good offices
with the BIP to try and get the JMM the deputy chief

.

f';;l)A;reiects Soren demand

6[ A 410

ministership. The BJP has been insisting from day
one that the chief minister of Tharkhand will be from
its parry, Together with the Samata, the Ji3 and a few
independents it is in a position to form a govern-
ment even withoul the JMM. But party leaders admit
that they would like 10 take the ]MM along keeping
in mind the IMM's long szruggle for a separate Jhark-
hand State.

The BIP’s problem also is that without the JMM
the new government may get a majority, but it will
depend for survival on a few independents. Such a
government will necessarily be shaky.

JMM opts out of NDA

NEW DELME, NOV. 5. The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
tonight decided to severe ties with the National
Demacratic Alliance ai the State level after the
latter rejected its demand for installing the MM

" leader, Mr. Shibu Soren, as the first Chief Minis-
ter of Tharkhand. The jMM said it wundd explore
all possibilities of installing a non-NDA Govern-
ment. — NI

The BIP has almost zeroed in on Mr. Babudal Ma-
randi as its choice for chief ministership, though Mr.
Karia Munda is also in the race. A final decision is
expected to be taken a day or two before the birth of
the State on November 15.

‘BiP will form govt.
P reports from Petna:

The BIP today made it clear that the party wouid
not compromise with JMM-S as far as the post of
chiefl minister was concerned and form the govern-

ment in fharkhand /
e
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_NDA cannot ignore
S Sena protest

By Our‘skcia] Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Nov. 25. Although the
ruling coatition at the Centre has
tried to make light of the Shiv
Sena’s putcry against the cease-
fire initiative in Kashmir, the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance is in
fact more than a little perturbed
at the vehemence of the protest.

Not only did the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, rush
Mr. Arun Shourie, Minister for
Disinvestment, to Mumbai ta
make peace with the Sena chief,
Mr, Bal Thackeray, the NDA con-
vener, Mr. Gearge Fernandes,
szid the alliance partners should
refrain from airing theii differenc-
es in public although individual
MPs, naturally, had the right o
express their views in Parliament.

Mr. Fernandes was referring 1o
the sharply different views on the
Kashmir initiative aired by the Se-
na in Parliament He said the
burning of the Prime Minister's
effigy by Shiv Sainiks yesterday
was “‘most deplurable.”

The Sena protest is hurting the
BIP even more because it Is in
tane with the views of a large sec-
iion of the party's own cadre

which sees the unilateral ceasefire

offer as a sop o militants anc a |

negation of the declared pro-zc-
tive policy of the Home Ministry
on Kashunir.

‘Sabotage of peace process’

The BIP president, Mr, Banga-
ru Laxanan, today tred to explain
yesterday's Doda killings as a
planned action of sabotage of the
pedace process initiated by the
Vajpayee Government He said
categorically that there was no

question of the BJP going back on -
the offer despite these killings anid ©

the massacre of wuckers in Jam-
mu a day earlier.

Talking to a select group of
journalists, Mr. Laxman said that
as the people of the State were fed
up with the daily violence inflict-

ed upon them by the militants, .

they responded positively to the

peace initialive; many countries ,

welcomed the move.
However, he clarified, what the

CGovernment had alieady done

earlier — that the ceasefire did
not mean that the security forces

would not act if they were at- °

tacked. They would retaliate, and
retaliate strongly, he said.

THE HINDU
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“PM HINTS AT HIKE IN PRICES OF PETRO PRODUCTS

rd

NDA meet to discuss: ¢
West Bengal situation

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHi, SEPT. 21, The Prime
Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee,
called on the President, Mr. K. R.
Narayanan, today and held talks
for 45 minutes. Tt is said that he
briefed the President on his 15-
day visit to the United States.

The West Bengal issue and the
recent exchange of letters be-
tween the Union Home Minister,
Mr. L. K. Advani. and the West
Bengal Chief Minister, Mr. Jyoti
Basu, did not figure in the meet-
ing.

A meeting of the Union Cabinet
is expected to take place on Sat-
urday moming, and one issue
likely to come up is the runaway
increase in the prices of imported
crude. A meeting of the ruling Na-
tional Democratic Front{NDA]
leaders is scheduled at the Prime
Minister's residence later in the
evening.

Besides a possible increase in
the prices of petroleum products,
the political drama being enacted
in West Bengal is expected to
dominate the NDA meeting. The
Trinamool Congress is desperate-
ly looking for Central intervention
in the State well before the As-
sembly polls, due in March next.

The Prime Minister is expected
to share with his collcagues his
impressions of the visit to the U.S.
during the meetings.

At a meeting here this evening,
Mr. Vajpayvee threw gentle hints
that the Government might be

forced to increase the prices of
petroleurn products. Addressing
several hundred workers from the
BJP's Delhi unit, he referred to the
increase in the global prices of
crude and the ongoing protests in
Europe by transporters. He also
said there was no pressure on In-
dia to sign the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty. The BJP con-
tinued to make the violence in

West  Benpal an  issue. On
Wednesday evening, Mr. Vaj-
pavee discussed with Mr. Advani
the recent exchange of letters be-
tween the latter and Mr. Basu and
the possible strategy to be adopt-
ed by the Centre.

Although the BjP has ruled out
the use of Article 356 to impose
President’s tule, there is talk of
the possibility of the Centre

1

amending the statute o allow it to
intervene effectively, even if in a
limited manner, by giving Central
police forces the charge of law
and order in 2 few districts.

But even BJP leaders are doubt-
ful about this course of action as
many NDA partners are known to
be averse to the Centre interfering
in law and order, a State subject.

Mamata on strategy; Page 13

‘Advani hits out at Basu

By Our Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD, SEPT. 21. The Union
Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
gave a hard-hitting response ta
the West Bengal, Mr. Jyoti Basu's
letter saying he did not expect a
State Govermment to justify vio-
lence by marxist cadres under
the plea that it was retaliatory.
Mr. Advani said he had dis-
cussed Mr. Basu's letter with the
Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vaj-
payee, last night and sent it to the
Home Secretary for processing.
The Home Minister said Mr.
Basu had not denied the basic
facts on the prevalence of politi-
cal violence in the Stafe nor con-
tradicted the Centre’s advisory
about attacks by marxist cadres
against political adversartes. “Vi-
olence is violence. Whether it is
retaliatory or not, 1 would not
know as there are different ver-

sions, including the one of the

West Bengal Government. But it
is the duty of the State Govern-
ment to see that violence comes
to an end,” Mr. Advani said.

Speaking to reporters after re-
viewing a passing out parade at
the National Industrial Security
Academy here today, Mr. Advani
said Mr. Basu was right in saying
he did not have to satisfy him
(the Home Minister) about the
law and order situation. But he
had to satisfy the people of West
Bengal and reassure them that
democracy was safe in the State.
Mr. Advani said he was disturbed
over Mr. Basu's “intemperate
language” against his Cabinet
colleague, Ms. Mamata Banerjee.
The attack on her was a clear
manifestation of the Left Front's
panic.

‘No move on Telengana’

Mr. Advani surprised the ac-
companying ministerial col-
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leagues from Andhra Pradesh as
well as the local BJP leaders, who
had adopted a party resolution
supporting separate Statehood
for Telengana, by announcing
sue motu that “so far, the Centre
has not been thinking about cre-
ating a separate State of Telenga-
na'.

Mr. Advani said the Centre had
agreed to carve out Jharkhand,
Uttarancha! and Chattisgarh be-
cause the State Assemblies con-
cerped hadadopted nea
unanimous resclutions in_théir
The A.P. Assembly had not
adopted a resolution recom-
mending to the Centre to accord
separate Statehood. Secondly, in
contrast to the grievances of the
people of the newly-created
States, Hyderabad was part of
Telengana. Hence, there ap-
peared to be no basis for the
complaint about neglect of the
region.



National Conferende split

over continuin
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SHARP DIFFERENCES sur-

Srinagar, July 10

faced today at the crucial

National Canference
Working Committes meeting here
on whether to remain (n the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) following rejection of
Jammu and Kashmir Assembiy’s
autonomy resolution by the Union
Cabiret.

Highlv-placed NC sources told
PTI ronight that several speakers
favoured pulling out of the NDA
as the rejection of resolution was
linked 10 the party's political base
in the state.

The speakers, according to the
spurces, contended that the
Centre's response to the resolution
and the atrack by the BIP, the lead-
ing partner of the NDA, on NC
have made it untenable for the

par to continue in the alliance.

However, some senior leaders of
the party are understood to have
vpiced the need for continuing in
NDA as they feel that
the stale government
should work in tan-
dem with the Centre
to stamp out militan-
cy from the state.

Sensing the mood
in the meeting, Chief
Minister and party |
chief Faroog
Abdullah bought
time by announcing
extension of the
Working Committee
deliberations by a
day tomoirow to allow all its 31
members to air their vigws.

So far 10 members have spoken
in the meeting.

Earlier, NC general secretary

iN A BIND: Farooq

Sheikh Nazir came out of the
meeting and told reporters in reply
to 2 question that his party would
not go for confrontation with the
Centre.

Nazir said it s not
BJP which rups the
Union Government
but the NDA which is
at the helm of affairs
at the Centre.

Before the start of
the meeting, Chief
Minister Farooq
Abdultah had told
reporters that the

* Working Conmmitiee
meeting would be
over in an hour and
mediapersons should be conveyed
the deciston by this evening itself.

"The working commitiee session
will confinue for longer time as
only four of the 31 members spoke

g in NDA

s0 far,” Nazir said,

To a question whether the NC
has softened its stand, he said "We
have a clear stagd on autonomy.
We have passed the resolution in
the Assembly. We have promised
people to restore autonomy and
initiated the action by passing a
resolution in the Assembly."

Yesterday Mr Farooq Abdullah
had asserted that he has not at any
point of time diluted the autonomy
issug. Duing his various stints in
office, no Constitution amend-
ment order was axtended, he said
while participating an the conclud-
ing day of the two-day seminar on
state and regional awtonomy.

He said the accord between him
and former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi in 1986-87 to fight the
elections was to bridge the gulf
between people,

Retated reports on Page 12




/ Positive signal to NC

By Harish Khare

I, uLy 11. The
spontangous decision of the
Prime Mihister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, to attend the funeral
of Begum Akbar lehan
Abdullah, mather of Dr. Faroag
Abdullah, Chief Minister of
jammu and Kashmir, was
prompted by a desire to send a
positive signal to the National
Conference leaders and cadre,
according to officials dealing
with the affairs in the troubled
State.

For one thing, it would be
some time before the National
Conference national executive

can resume its deliberations on
the future of the party’s ties
with the ruling National
Democratic AHiance. The
mtervening time, it is hoped,
will help soothe the ruffled
pride among the Nationai
Conference cadre over the
outright rejection by the
Vajpayee Government of the
autonomy resolution.

The presence of the Prime
Minister and two other senior
Ministers — the Home Minister,
Mr. L. K. Advani, and the
Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes — at the Begum's
funcral should take out the
note of personal animus that

seems to have crept into the
ties between leaders of the NC
and the NDA.

That the late Begum was the
patron of the National
Conference and that the Prime
Minister came to pay his last
respects to her should dent the
sense of hostility among the NC
cadre towards the Central
Government.

1t is hoped that it would he
noted in Jammu and Kashmir
that evervbody from the
President and the Vice-
President to other political
jeaders has shared Dr.
Abdullah’s sense of loss,



NC okays Vajpayee-Farooq meet

By Shujaat Bukhari o \

SRINAGAR, JULY 15. The working
committee ot the tuling National
Conference (NI, which resumed
its deliberations today, extended,
its approval to the meeting be-
ween the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the
Chiel Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdul-
lah. pn the issue of autonomy.
However, it maintained (har no
decision can be taken belween
the 1wo without Tyr. Abdutlah re-
porting back to the working com-

" nitiee, bighest decision 1aking

body of the parry. 4lso, a decision

" an Uremaining in e NDA or not”

had not been faken, though the
issue was discussed.

Briefing mediapersans, the Law
and Padiamentary Atfairs Minis-
ter, Mr. Pivaray Lal Handoo, said,
“The meeting was inconclusive
and discussions will continue. .
No decision has heen taken.”

T, Abdullah will meer the
Prime Minister and brief the
working commitiee on his re-
wrn.” Mr. Handoo said no deci-
sion will be taken on any issuc by
Mr. Vajpayee and Dr. Abdullah.
He said today’'s meeting contin-
ued the discussion on the autono-

61

my resoltitoh passed by the
Assembly, #s rejection by the
Union Cabinel, and the invitation
by the Prime Minster 1o hold a
dialogue.

te acknowledged thal the con-
rext and mood of the July 10
meeting. which could not be re-
sumed due to the death of Begum
Sheikh  Abdullah, and todav's
meeting were different. Further
discussion will depend upon the
nature and quality of the dialogue
ta be indtiared in Delhi

J&K talks to take off without
preconditions, Centre
urged to protect Ladakh
Buddhists: Page 11

Reiteraning char the NC will nat
saften its stand an aatonooy in
the light of the Slate Autonomy
Committee  (SAC)H repor(. Mr.
Handoo said, "We are comimitted
1o pursuing the resolution adopt-
ed by the House on June 24.7 He
mainiaitied ihat the NCwas ready
to discuss all issues, including the
1975  accord  between  indira
Gandhi and Sheikh Abdullah.

Flanked by the State Awtonomy
Committee chaimman. My, Ghu-
lam Mohiuudin Shah, and minis-

terial  colleagues — My, AR
Rather, M. Bodh Raf Bali and Mr.
Harbans Singh — the Law Minis-
wr usserted that there was no
question of going back on aatorn-
omy as it was Lhe partv's potitical
Bibie, The Union Minister of Stuate
for Commerce. My, Omar Aftrdut-
lah. wus also present at today's
meeling.

When asked how the N2 owas
alfording 1o he part of an alliance
headed by & party which accused
the their chief, Dr. Abdullah, of
being anti-narienal, Mr. Handeo
said: “This is what was exactly
taken into considerarion when we
tried w wrbve at a conclusion...
We will certainly take a political
decision after we know the out-
came of the dialogue (at Delhi),”
e said.

The implemeniation of the au-
Llenomy resolution by the State
Government would be dune at ai
appropriaic  time. The Union
Cabinet’s {ive reasons for reject-
ing the Teport were termed not
renable’.

The leaders were unanimous
that the mood o! the patty rank
and file was Tor realising autono-
Y.



NC defers decision to part
ways with NDA until meet

<Y
MUZAMIL JALEEL i ‘
SRINAGAR, JULY 16 _ ?\% N

CALLING the recent offer of a -
logue by Prime Minister Atal Behan Vaj
pavee the realisaton that the Union Cab-
inet's decision of rejecting the autonomy
resolution was “wrong and unfair”, the
National Conference Friday deferred its
decision on parting ways with National
Democratic Affiance till after the forth-
ooming crucial meeting between Faroog
Abdullah and the Prime Minister,

“The first mecting between our presi-
dent (Chief Minister Faroogq Abdullaly)
and Prime Minister will reveal the kind
and quality of the dialogue. The outcome
of this meeting will determine whether
remain in NDA or not,” said State Law
and Parliamentary Affairs Minister P L

.Handoo. ““The working committes will
meet again immediately after our presi-
dent returns from Delhi. He will report
abont his deliberations with the Prime
Minister and then a decision will he
taken,” he said.

Handoo admitted the gontest of to-
day’s meeting was shightly different from
the previous session, in view of the Primg,
Minister’s invitation. Giving a maxinmum
time-frame of six months for the outcome
of the dialogue, Handoo and another se-
nior NC Minister Ghulam Mohideen
Shah said the party was comrnitted o pur-
sue the resolution. In fact Shah, who
headed the State Autonomy Cotumiftee
after Karan Singh's resignation, went a
step turther by saying the report hadbe-
come the political Bible of the patty. “We
will have tado it We are bound by theres-
olution passed by the House,” he said.
Shah said they wouid not hesitate ever (o
pull out of NIDA “as and when aeeded ™,
He said the party was ready to go through
the period of struggle again.

When asked what the agenda of the
dialogue between Chief Minister Faroog
Abduliah and the Prime Minister would
be, Handoo shouted back: “The basis of
the diatogue will be our State Autonomy
Report and not the length of my nese.”
He said: “Those who wish to talk 10 us

should keep inview the resolution passed
by the House which calls tor a positive and
effective implementation™ of the State
Autonomy Report.

What prompted Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vigjpayee wo cal! the Chief Minis-
ter for a dinlogue after the summaryrejec-
tion of the State Assermbly resokition on

autonomy? Handoo was categoric. “1t is

a realisation that they (Union Cabinet)
were wrong and unfay in rejecting the res-
olution.” ke said. He blamed the “com-
pulsions of coalition politics” to be the
main reason for the outright rejection of
their resolution, Is the National Confer-
ence ready to comipromise on the guan-
tumn of autonomy sought in the State Ay-
tonomy Report in' view of the recent -
reconeiliatory approach taken by the
Centre, senior NC Cabinet Minister and
the architect of the Stafe autonomy report
Abdul Rahim Rauther said: “There will be
nO compromise on principles.”

Handoa joined his colleapgue and said
the bortom line was autonomy and noth-
ingelse.
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V¥ g By Neena Vyas H“\

NEW DELHI, JULY 23. The Shiv Sena
stayed away from a meeting of
leaders of the National Democrat-
i Alliance beld at the Prime Min-
ister’s residence today 1o discuss
business before the monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament opening ta-
muorrow, However, Mr. George
Fernandes, convener of the NDA,
did not atiach much Importance
to this, preferring o see it as sim-
ply a question of Sena leaders be-
ing unabie to make it

The session, which is starting in
the backdrop of ihe resignation of
three Sena Ministers from the
Union Cabinet and the sacking of
the Law Minister, Mi. Ram Jeth-
malani, is expected to sev the Op-
posilion raising issues remted {o
the attempis by the Maharashira

Govermnent (0 proscciate the Se-
ria chiel, Mr. Bal Thackerzy, the
mishandling by the Governmen!
of the autonomy demand by fam-
mu and Kashmir. and the auacks
on arinerities. especially Chris-
tan instititions. on which Mr.
G.ML Banarnwala (1ML has given
notice for an adjowrnment nio-
tian.

The [eft parties will also de-
mand a discussion on the Gov-
ernment's  disinvestment  plans
whick &t is opposing. Protests
against Government's ciforts to
introduce a Bill o replace TADA
are also expected.

The ruling coaliticr: and the
Opposiiion are both preparing fov
the Dbaule in Parliament. and
while the Government hopes to
tiliate a debate on foreign alfairs
tssues — the developments in Fili

Sena keeps off NDA meet

and Sierra Leone, and the oul-
cone of the Prime Minister’s visit
to lraly and Portugal - the Oppo
sition, it seenys, would prefer to
concentiag o matlers domestic,
The NDA meeting, Mr. Fernandes .
later saxd, neither discussed the
Maharashtra crisis nor the sack-
ing of Mr iethinalani,

There was hectic activity todav
— an all-parwy mmeeting called by
the Speaker, the NDA mecting at
the Prime Minister's residence,
and a separate meeting of the Left
parties — all it preparation for a
session that premises 1o be ac-
tion-packed. The BIP is expected
to hold ity Parliementary Party
meeling tomorrow morning while
a Congress(d) Parliamentary Party
meeting has been planned for the
day afier.

Decision on State Bills: Page 13
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AN NDA After Bihar | “}

More than the BJPs lack of electoral success in Haryana, Orissa 3nd
Bihar, the National Democratic Alliance’s clumsy and questionable id
to prop up a ministry which did not have a popular mandate is now re-
coiling on Vajpayee and Co. Running a hectic campaign against the “ju
gle raj” of Laloo Prasad Yadav did not win the NDA enough numbers t
sustain a ministry led by the Samata Party’s Nitish Kumar. For this fias-
co, the NDA has only itself to blame. And yet prediciably, the con-
stituents are busy pointing accusatory fingers at each other. Addressing
what he called a “mid-night. mid-air” press conference on his way home
from Mauritius, Prime Minister Vajpayee said that the denouement in
Patna “is not exactly a setback™. However, on the ground, his allies seem
to think otherwise. Even before the recriminations that followed the fall
of Mr Nitish Kumar, the BJP's allies had started to differ on Governer
Vinod Pande’s “hasty” action. Mr Ramakrishna Hegde said the invita-

- tion was “ethically incorrect” and calied it a political biunder. The
( ID(U), which was no doubt aggrieved by the choice of a Samata Party
man for the chief ministership, also found fauit with the decision. The
DMK'’s M Karunanidhi, who has no stakes in Biar, has also pitched in
now to say that the governor had erred in taking a “hasty decision™. In
Parliameni, the BJP’s allies did not rise to the aid of the party when it
was under fire from the Congress and other agpposition groups on the
Bihar governor’s action.

Yet, if Mr Vajpayee says that what happed in Bihar is not exactly a
setback, there must be reasons for such assertion. Does it mean that al-
though the governor may be discredited, the RIP is itself unaffected be-
cause the fall guy, Nitish Kumar, did nat beloag to its ranks bui to the
Samata Party? Could it be that the BJP is actually happy that the Samata
Party, lately a somewhat troublesome ally, had finally got its comeup-
pance? And that this was not such an undesirable outcome of a messy
situation? If that is indeed the perception of a section of the BJP, then it
must think again, at least because of the letter Samata Party’s Jaya Jaitly
has shot off to the BIP chief asking the NDA to set its house in order. Ms
Jaitly has demanded a discussion on “developments that have arisen in
the last six months”. Obviously the Samata Party is now bent upon
dredging up a host of issues which were on the backburmer and not only
what happened in Bihar. She is explicit that situations have arisen at the
national level where the Samata Party has had to react in opposition to
stands taken by BJP governments in states, This can presumably be only
the controversy over povernment employees joining the RSS in Gujarat,
Uttar Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh. The Samata Party appears 1o be
building a targer piatform to bring together the aliies ol thc BIP and
there appears to be no dearth of support. The late«t to join the chorus is
the TDP which has cautioned the BJP against succumbing to RSS pres-
sure. With a friend like the BJIP, its allies in the NDA don’t seem to be in
need of external enemies.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
15 MAR 20D



