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BRINGING PEACE TO THE
VALLEY WAS NEVER
GOING TO BE EASY. IN
FACT, THE BLOODSHED
THAT FOLLOWED THE
ANNOUNCEMENT OF
CEASEFIRE BY HIZBUL
MUJAHIDEEN
CONTINUES.

ANITA KANUNGO
REPORTS ON THE
SETBACK AND THE
EFFORTS THAT WENT
INTO GIVING PEACE
ANOTHER CHANCE IN
THE VALLEY

L e T

N THURSDAY, 10 August, at
around 1220 pm a white
‘ambassador car parked in
ffront of the State Bank of
@ India building on the busy
Regidency.road in:the heart of Srinagar
blew up killing 11 persons and injuring
several others, Barely two days after the
peace talks broke down, death and
destruction returned to the streets of the
Valley and with a vengeance.

Was it the handiwork of the Hizbul
Mujahideen, which wanted to make a
point ater calling off the ceasefire? Or was
it the Lashkar-e-Taiyyba? Though the
supreme commander of the Hizbul
Mujahideen Syed' Salauddin claims
responsibility for the blast, facts tell a dif-
ferent story. Within an hour of the blast, at
around 1.20 pm, the Central News Agency,
the local news agency based in Srinagar
receives a call from across the border. It is
Abu Zarar of the Lashkar-e-Taiyyba claim-
ing responsibility for the explosion. It is
normal for the militant outfits, which carry
out the blast, to call up newspaper offices
to accept responsibility. This serves a twin

purpose. It not only givesthe group publie- . .

ity ibut more importantly it enables’ '
the group to be rewarded

monetarily by the Inter of
Services Intelligence of iz _0“‘_‘5\
Pakistan. jamait-€ A
Just only three hours later, Hussa\"

the Hizbul spokesman Salim Celebraling

Hashmi in an interview to

the British Broadcasting

Corporation claims the blast

was the handiwork of the
Hizbul Mujahideen. When the
BBC correspondent ques-
tioned the claim by saying the
Taiyyba has already taken the
credit for it, an argument
ensued. All that the BBC was

ne for th

‘ Il the beginning of
1995, Its strike cagl;g found

the sipport of people, who

.

Above and below right: Policemen at the site of Thursday's blast In $rinagar. Pradesp Bhatia's last pictures

willing to say then was that both outfits
have claimed responsibil?ty..An hour later,
the BBC office receives a call from Taiyyba
withdrawing their claim. This is despite the
fact that the police officials investigating
the blasts later says they have evidence to
show Taiyyba involvement. Then why was
HM claiming to credit for it and why did
the Taiyyba so magnanimously withdraw
its claim? Was there some body else
pulling the strings? Security agency
sources in Srinagar are convinced the
claims-tangle was resolved by the ISI. The
aim was clearly to force the security forces
to retaliate against the HM cadres in the
Valley. And the message was clear: Punish
them (the Hizbul) for their temerity to talk
peace.

On the 24 of July the Hizbul deputy
supreme commander Abdul Majid Dar
pitched for peace by offering a three
, month
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press conference was
that he was willing to
talk to the Indian gov-

Valley. Because, he
said, he felt that
the people in the

turned him into a

showing perhaps he was bang on"target
when he said the people wanted peace
now more than anything else. According
to reliable sources Syed Salauddin dis-
cussed the ceasefire offer with the ISI the
next day and issued a statement a few
hours later endorsing the offer. The
leader was made to follow, his deputy, in

this instance. Not a very .comforting -

thought for Salauddin specially when he
had also a very upset lot of patrons to han-
dle, while his deputy was far away in India.

The groundwork for this move had been -

on for months. In February the Majlis-e-
Shoora of the HM had auhorised Dar to
cross the border and go to the Valley to
explore avenues for peace. There was a
solid basis for this authorisation. After 11
years of bloodshed, the locals were tired of
militancy and the HM being the largest mil-
itant outfit with its
miiantly t,the Valley,
Fmilitapey, was

i Had re

The cadre too was tiring of living like
hunted men. Moreover, its relationship
with the ISI had turned frosty over the last
two and a half years. ISI had started show-
ing a distinct preference for the foreign

ernment so that mercenaries to local militants, who found
peace could be themselves in a curious situation - some-
brought to the body else fighting to get them azadi.

Replacing it was a Taliban-style pan-
Islamic Jehad. The moral edge of their
violent struggle had been lost. There was a

Valley wanted  growing realisation of the futility of vio-
peace. His lence. Will dialogue instead of jehad yield
announcement fruits. They decided it was well worth a

check.
With the United States nudging from the

ith its cadre belonging pre-
i Ha gﬁlsedvsup; )

sidelines, the churning within the HM
suited Pakistan’s gameplan. With an eye
on the September visit of both Prime
Minister Vajpayee and Gen Musaharraf to
the United States, Pakistan wanted to gain
credit for creating an atmosphere con-
ducive for talks. New Delhi too wanted to
talk to the Kashmiri leaders. The Hurriyat
which was the political front of the move-
fent was. the  obyious. chaqice. Since

-March, faglers. werg . being. sent o the

Hurriyat for talks. But nothing concrete’
was seen as emerging from these efforts.
This was also the time when Dar entered
the Valley and began talking to people. He
even met government officials. A day
before the announcement, he met senior
Hurriyat leader Abdul Gani Lone and
informed him of his plans to offer cease-
fire. Lone advised him to wait for the call
from Hurriyat before making the offer.
Dar didn’t. The rest is history.

The offer is initially greeted with cautious
optimism by the government, but soon
New Delhi embraces the opportunity to
bring peace in the Valley. There is confu-
sion over whether the talks are within the

constitution or outside it. The gov-
ernment finally agrees to uncondi-
tional talks. On Friday, July 28, the
government asks the HM cadre to
come overground and discuss the
modalities of the ceasefire. A “Mr
Gupta” from the Home Ministry

contacts the militants. The Hizbul

name Fazal Qureishi as their
mediator.

Within a span of two days
(August 1-2) opponents of the
fledgeling peace process slaugh-
tered innocent Amarnath yatris in
Pahalgam and brick kiln workers elsewhere
in the state. While the government talked
tough on terrorism, it ensures the peace
process remains on track. Vajpayee says the
government wants to talk to the militants
within the ambit of humanity, “Insaniyat ke
daayiron me’.

On August 3 for the first time since the
militancy started more than a decade ago
the militants and the government officials
meet face to face in the Nehru guest house
amid the glate of the television cameras,
The Hizbul put forward a 12-point charter
of demands. It included the revocation of
the disturbed areas act, release of detenues,
removal of bunkers, end to custodial killings
and creating an atmosphere conducive to
resumption of normal political activity, HM
commanders also discussed the modalities
of how the security forces would identify
HM cadres, will they have a password?

But on the same day from across the bor-
der Syed Salauddin bowls a bouncer. “The
talks have to be tripartite and Pakistan has
to be involved.” He sets a fresh deadline of
August 8 by which the New Delhi must
respond failing which he threatened to
witﬁdraw the ceasefire. Why these fresh
conditions? The question of the inclusion of
Pakistan made sense if the government was
talking of a political settlement. The word
‘peace’ used by Majid Dar did not necessar-
ily imply a settlement. He wanted an end to
hostilities so that the ordinary man can get
on with his life. Why should Pakistan be a
party to discussions about modalities of
ceasefire within Indian territory?

DAY before the deadline expires,

Abdul Majid Dar in a press statement
states why he had made the peace offer.
He speaks of the tremendous urge for
peace that he encountered in the Valley.
It was this fact that firmed his resolve to
take a bold initiative for peace. He asks
the government to categorically state that
the talks were unconditional. He, howev-
er, leaves the final decision to the com-
mand council of HM. Vajpayee states that
there is no condition on talks. The next
day the ceasefire is called off. Why did
Salauddin do it? Pressure from Pakistan
and Hurriyat? .

The local HM cadre still apparently
wants peace. But Dar is not saying a word.
The silence, in fact, is deafening. While
Salauddin had endorsed Dar’s offer, a
similar endorsement from the latter has
not come yet. Why? What’s happening?
We may never be able to solve this puzzle
but there are a few pieces which fit. The
Home Minister Lal Krishna Advani had in

Advan;;
blame

—Dame

Parliament laid the
blame squarely on
Pakistan and the
Hurriyat. Why did the
Hurriyat and Pakistan
behave the way they
did?

While Pakistan initially
was supportive of the
HM initiative, Hurriyat
was to be the party to
negotiate with the govern-
ment. Since it would insist
on a tripartite talk, which is
not something acceptable
to Delhi, the talks were bound to fail but
Pakistan could have used it to derive inter-
national mileage. Prof Kalim Bahadur of
the Jawahar Lal Nehru University says,
“Apart from the fact that it is against our
constitutional position of J&K being an
integral part of India, tripartite would mean
Pakistan and Hurriyat combining against
India. But with Dar announcing the offer
independently the tables were turned.
Hurriyat was at the risk of being margin-
alised.” Hardliners like Ali Shah Geelani
and Prof Abdul Gani Bhat put pressure
through the Jamait i Islami on the Pakistani
government to rein in the HM. Hizbul

kistan is to

mediator Fazal Haq Qureishi says, “Across |

the border Salauddin is very vulnerable and
cannot act independently. HM grew as the
militant arm of the Jamait and moreover
the latter exercises great influence on the
Pakistan governmeént. Hurriyat was not
pleased as they were bein% marginalised.”
Qureishi has been asked by the Hurriyat
Chairman Bhat to explain his role and why
he violated the discipline of the Hurriyat.
Ghulam Muhammad Bhat theg .
Emir-i Jamait-i Islami how-
ever feels that a good
opportunity has been lost.
“The Hurriyat must realise
the demand of the time”.
What of the future? The
search for moderates
continues. Advani stated
in the Parliament, “India
will not deviate from its
chosen course of talks
with all those in Kashmir
who eschew the path of
terror and violence.”
Hopefully, Salauddin’s
August 8 statement
won’t be the last
word on :
matter.

articipated in its processions and
ed bullets. There was a belief, a
firm one at that, this secessionist con-

glomerate headed by Awami Action

mittee Chairman Mirwaiz Umar

would get them ' either

i” or freedom and peace above
gk, .

unable to capi-

; ﬁln:mg‘

1 | to participate in election; it lost
thereby several opportunities to estab-
h ‘itself, beyond any doubt, as the
representative of Kashmiris,
came the Hizbul’s peace offer.
i¢ Hurriyat was caught unawares

and found itself outmanoeuvered, And

its fail ush the July 24
ul-Mujahadeen ceasefire further

tself relevant again, {e
with, it has to again take
“does it have the
tomach for it?

g the “hartali c
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INTERVIEW

Salauddin called off the ceasefire

EVERYDAY, THE
PEOPLE OF
KASHMIR STEP OUT
OF THEIR HOMES.
NO ONE KNOWS
HOW MANY WILL
RETURN, WRITES
ARUN JOSHI

PPARENTLY everything
’ . is normal. Shops are open

and potential customers
do the window shopping looking
and marvelling Kashmiri handi-
craft and girls and boys hiding
themselves in corner tables in
restaurants . There are some
odd foreign tourists roaming
freely and Sumos with pictures
of Shivlingam of Shri Amarnath
pasted on the window screens
wizz past boulevard.

This calm shatters when a
grenade explodes. The grenade
%oes up in air and falls with a big

ang. Pedestrians, bystanders ,
shoppers pull down the shutters
drivers run abandoning their
cars. There is panic. That is the
life the people in this city of near-
ly one million live almost every
day. Some volunteers lift the
injured, shift them to hospital,
Others rush to hospitals wailing
looking for their nears and dear
ones, survivors make it a point to
offer an extra thanks giving
prayer as if to ensure that next
time they are spared of violence,

Over the years, habit has devel-
oped amon g the residents here
to look over their shoulders look-

ing for any suspiciously parked
car, concentration of security
personnel or any unusual move-
ment of the people. Many things
whether certain areas were under
crackdown, observing general
strike or there was some minor
or big incident of violence are
invariably checked before the
people move in what they per-
ceive as the danger zones within
the dangerous city.

“Is everything okay at your
end, any trouble in between”.
This is the way the conversations
often start on telephone before
many of residents of city venture
into the areas considered unsafe
and prone o attack by militants
which invariably provokes secu-
rity personnel to retaliate. “ 1
make it a point to check all this
with my friends before moving
into down town’ says Manzoor
Ahmad, a Government employ-
ee living ia Jawahar Nagar, a
locality of affluent in the north-
western part of this city, “ One
has to ensure one’s own security
first”, he says. There is no dis-
agreement.,

Manzoor had given up this
habit toward the end of 1995
when the things had started
looking relatively peaceful after
the burning down of Charar-e-
Sharief shrine There was anger
among the masses and the mili-
tants under pressure from secu-
rity forces that had started get-
ting help from militants turned
counter jnsurgents, were either
lying low or looking for peaceful
options to settle down. “ That
was a period of relief.”, recalls
Shamima, a school teacher who
remembers havin¥ taken her
kids to boulevard late evenings
and treating them to icecream in

. Sheeba,

Regal Chowk . Her daughter
Sheeba had seen Nishat garden
for the first time in April 1997,
13, never had the
chance to see Mughal gardens
for her school would never go
for picnic in the days of height-
ened violence and her parents
wouldn’t dare either.

Shamima laments that the
relief did not last long. It ended
in May 1998 when shadow of
Kargil; and mine blasts started
taking the toll. The scare started
returning. The residents are
fearful. They have lost contacts
and the influence what they had
with militants or their groups in
the early nineties. “Pehle muja-
heed (freedom-fighters) ko
aankh kee sharm hoti thee, ab
hame maloom hee nahin kaun
kaya hai” (earlier the (local)
militants showed some respect
toward us, but now we don’t
know who is who,” regrets
Ghulam Rasool Wani, an elderly
shopkeeper in a downtown
locality.

That is not the only problem,
There were always two guns for
the Kashmiris — militants and
security forces, Now that num-
ber has multiplied, Counter
insurgents have their own
groups and so are the groups,
sponsored by various agencies.
There is no idea who works for
whom . That is the biggest dan-
ger that grips people here. They
live in the middle of the orange
flames of unexpected explosions
on streets and in the back of
mind are the visible and not so
visible gums. “Kashmir is par-
adise on earth, but the life is a
living hell here,” laments almost
everyone in this city where they
talk to death every moment.

PAKISTAN HIGH

COMMISSIONER
ASHRAF JEHANGIR QAZI

The government has squarely
blamed Pakistan for the collapse of
the talks with the HM...

The assumption that Pakistan has
sabotaged anything is completely
mistaken. Pakistan has always been
in favour of dialogue and a mean-
ingful and substantive peace pro-
cess, The recent developments
where as a result of an initiative of
the Hizbul Mujahideen (HM). It
had nothing to with the government
of Pakistan, The decision to the call
off the ceasefire was also theirs, It is
for the Kashmiri to decide what is
the best approach.

Right from the start the HM ad

said its offer was for dialogue with
India but when they concluded that
the Indians were not sincere for a
meaningful dialogue they called off
their offer.
But the fact that the offer for talks
was made in Srinagar whereas the
withdrawal came from Islamabad.
Isn’t this significant?

That has nothing to do with it.
Irrespective of where the announce-
ments were made the fact is that
when Majid Dar made the an-
nouncement on July 24, Salauddin
endorsed it, and similarly when

once again there s complete unanim-
ity of view between Salauddin, Dar
and the other commanders of the
HM. Pakistan played no role in that.
Why was the ceasefire called off?

What the Hizbul realised was that-

India instead of responding to
their offer decided to try and divide
them. It was trying to convert them
into a bunch of renegades. Which
was not acceptable. _

But it was they who first offered
unconditional talks and then intro-
duced conditions like tripartite
talks and the inclusion of Pakistan.

All the Kashmiri parties have: all
along maintained that there cannot
be any credible meaningful dialo-
gue unless all the parties to the dis-
pute are involved. And Pakistan is.a
party to the dispute. The UN reso-
lutions recognise this and the char-
ter of the APHC explicitly says that.

The HM is associated with the
Jamait-i-Islami, a component party
of the Hurriyat, and how could it
deviate from its own party and from
the Hurriyat. And then, it was to
divide among itself to conduct
bilateral dialogue with India.
Seeking to involve the Kashmiris in
a bilateral dialogue means it is for
autonomy within India.

It was seen by them as a dialogue
aimed to bring about a peaceful
surrender rather than the peaceful
settlement of the problem. Kash-
miris are not dissident Kashmiri-
Indians. Hurriyat had already
rejected offer for talks. Their basic
position is that they are for uncon-
ditional talks not within the frame-
work of the constitution and that
they will not deviate from their long
standing demand for the inclusion
of Pakistan in the talks. India has
squandered a valuable opportunity.

—AK
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AKING PEACE is as
hazardous an enterprise
as persisting with
) conflict. The political
leadership in three South Asian
countries — India, Pakistan, and Sri
Lanka — has, by and large, never
méde any substantial intellectual or
idablogical investments in the idea
of'Peace or reconciliation at home
or abroad. No political leader has
evgr challenged his/her rival to
explore peace; each political party
has-thrived by accusing the others of
laeking in guts, courage, and will
pawer to stand up to the “enemy”.
This competitive finger-pointing is
moére than evident in India in the
matter of (the already aborted)
petice-making in Kashmir. Yet it
needs be noted that when on July 24
theé*Hizbul Mujahideen announced
an unilateral ceasefire, the Vajpayee
Government responded positively
{ the entire Opposition supported
tidea of dialogue. Over the years,
$hmir has been such a bloody

) 1
Y

ferences, the Opposition parties
hage learnt the usefulness of closing
ks behind the Government of the
dag As early as'in 1993, the

Nafasimha Rao Government had -
invited Mr, Atal Behari Vajpayee to
leal the official delegation to
Gefjeva to battle out the combined
“frfedom struggle-azadi-human
rights v gha’” onslaught of the
Palg aphel-State

Dep: €.

it tine the BJP, out
to § ar 'to its Hindutva
coffstituiéncy, invariably talked of a
tough,: psgnse approach to the
Kaghmir GORRIEL kﬁmms it wanted
thefArmy'to be in'charge of this or

thas distritt:"These habits have not
coxilplewly~péep7kicked. For
insfance, the latest issue of BJ/P
Toega‘y; for no obvious rhyme or
rea$on; has chosen to reprint an
artirle Mr. L. K. Advani wrote in
1998; the burden of that polemical
essfiy was to suggest, in the most
tenglentious manner, that even the
Congress/Nehru were not all that
enamoured of Article 370. Or, take
theiicase of Mr. Venkaiah Naidu, who
is fgrever willing to ride the partisan
horse and charge into the Congress
(I gtall; the other day when the
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha was
derfianding a judicial inquiry into
theiPahalgam massacre, Mr. Naidu
challengingly suggested that the
ingitiry should also look into the
Chgrar-e-Sharif incident of 1994.
And just as the BJP could never
coricede that non-BJP Governments
wete capable of dealing with the
Kashmir problem with sufficient
pattiotism and idealism, the
Congress(D) finds it difficult to
acknowledge that the BJP
Government can achieve a
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Competitive finger-pointing is, more than eyident in
India in the matter of peace-making in Kaskmir... A

greater challenge for the Vajpayee Governm

tisto

mobilise political opinion in favour of peace.
HARISH KHARE writes on the search for consensus,
with inputs from SHUJAAT BHUKHARI.

WHEN WILL THE VIOLENCE END?: One of those injured In Thursday’s

car-bomb blast in Srinagar is helped away.

breakthrough of any kind. Given the
nature of the leadership structure in
the Congress(l), the entire party
finds itself hostage to the entirely
individualistic, verging on whimsical,
reflexes of Ms. Sonia Gandhi. Hence,
the very elaborate, even if half-
hearted, display of contrariness, and
the demand for a judicial inquiry in
the Amarnath pilgrimage incident.
While reflexive partisanship
influences the political calculations
in New Delhi, back in the Valley the
people feel cheated, once again, of a
well-deserved chance for peace. “It

has always happened with us,
whenever thete is a move to settle
the issue, soniething goes wrong,”
commented an eldetly Kashmir who
has seen the ups and downs. He
recalled how Sheikh Abdullah’s
mission to Pakistan got aborted
when Jawaharlal Nehru died, and
how the Lal Bahadur Shastri-Ayub
Khan breakthrough in Tashkent
could not be followed through
because of Shastri’s fatal heart-
attack.

Popular opinion was disappointed
that the All-Party Hurriyat

4
Conference didiot back f%e idea of
peace-dialogue announced by the
Hizbul Mujahideen on July 24. After
all, the Hizbul Mujahideen is
probably the most formidable
militant organization still holding
sway in the militancy setup, and is
known to provide infrastructure and
back-up to the foreign- dominated
outfits such as the Lashkar-e-Taiba
and the Jaish-e-Mohammad. It is
also a fact that almost all its
militants are of local origin, mainly
drawn from the Jamat-e-Islami, the
potent political force in Kashmir.
Though the Jamat has since
distanced itself from the Hizbul
Mujahideen, stressing political
struggle; three years ago, the
militant outfit’s top leadership
comprised of one-time Jamat
activists. Therefore the July 24
announcement was seen as a

- political decision, with political

backing.

=+ Mowever, the Hurriyat Conference
-belied the hope, and termed it a

“hasty decision, a broken step, etc”.
The Hurriyat Conference simply
could not rise to the occasion, and

*displayed a remarkable lack of vision

and courage to grab the opportunity.
Instead, the Hurriyat Conference
Jeaders worried about getting
marginalised in the competitive
thetoric arena, and feared that they
woluld probably lose influence over
the other pan-Islamic outfits. Still,
the people and observers were

- hopeful that'the Hurriyat Conference

would be. supportive of the peace
process. In fact, the Hizbul
Mujahideen itself had suggested that

" the initial dialogue was only for
.~ deciding the modalities of a
- ceasefire and that groups such as

the Hurriyat Conference would have
to come in at a later stage when

“political issues need to be sorted
.out. The people are plainly
- disappointed that the Hurriyat

Conference preferred the negativism
of rhetoric over the courage of
peace.

Other political parties such as Mr.
Shabir Shah’s Democratic Freedom
Party and the Jamat-e-Islami were
disappointed over the ceasefire
collapse. The Ameer-e-Jamat, Mr.
Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, who was
re-elected recently, had welcomed
the July 24 announcement and
termed it'd step in the right
direction. “We had a chance of
restoring peace, which is lost now,”
lamented Mr. Shabir Shah.

It is possible that in the days to
come the Hurriyat Conference may
want to reposition itself in the post-
August 8 “ceasefire breakdown”
situation. Its obvious strategy would
be to position itself as the possible
interlocutor with the Union
Government, while building on the
all-too-obvious popular urge in the

; /
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Valley for peace and the dialogue
route. The Vajpayee Government has
probably sensed this and has already
indicated that it is not averse to a
dialogue with the Hurriyat
Conference as long the organisation
does not insist on a role for
Pakistan, at this stage.

A peace process in Kashmir, if at
all its takes off again, will be a long-
drawn-out process and will test the
political skills of the entire
leadership class in and outside the
Valley. The Vajpayee Government
will have to make an effort to bring

the various political antagonists on
board its peace-wagon; as of now
there is only mistrust and suspicion
among the various local players —
Dr. Farooq Abdullah’s National
Conference, Mufti Mohammed
Syed’s outfit, the Congress(l), the
BJP, Mr. Shabir Shah and others.
The egos, concerns and compulsions
of these individuals will need to be
addressed in order to make the
peace process a popular preference.

A greater challenge for the
Vajpayee Government lies in New
Delhi, as it must mobilise political

opinion in favour of peace. The
Vajpayee establishment knows that
the most potent source of
opposition to peace comes from the
Sangh Parivar itself — the RSS-VHP-
Bajrang Dal crowd that over the
years has craved to have the Indian
state as an instrument of
lumpenised Hindutva. What the BJP
crowd says or does in New Delhi
and others parts of the country has
a definite bearing on the mood and
calculations in the Valley. After all,
over the decades the Kashmiri has
come to nurse a suspicion of ‘New
Delhi’, which has to be addressed.

Pulls and

The Hizbul
Mujahideen’s
announcement of a
ceasefire triggered a
furore in Pakistan
with militant
organisations calling it |
a betrayal... So, says
B. MURALIDHAR REDDY,
it led to the inevitable.

HE HIZBUL Mujahideen’s

short-lived ceasefire was

hailed as one of the most

significant  breakthrouggs
towards resolution of the Kashi
tangle. But, in retrospect, was it a
calculated move by the Pakistani es-
tablishment to embarrass India and
neutralise its perceived gains after
Kargil? ,

The events in Islimabad begin-
ning with the ‘sudglen and surprise’
announcement in Srinagar on July
24 by the top Hizbul field command-
er, Mr. Abdul Majid Dar, seem to
suggest that Pakistan tried to make
maximum capital out of the cease-
fire. The Hizb move was used to pur-
sue two clear objectives. The first
was to project the Kashmir militancy
as an indigenous move to counter
New Delhi’s charge that Islamabad
was aiding and abetting terrorism in
the:$tate. The second was to convey
to the world that India was reluctant
to explore a negotiated settlement to
the Kashmir dispute.

Islamabad believes the Hizb move
has helped it get even with India
which has been “riding a high
horse” in every international forum
over the Kargil ‘misadventure’. The
sense of satisfaction in the Pakistani

- camp after the Hizb revoked the cea-
sefire was evident in the statement of

the Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf. )

The military ruler not only ex-
pressed satisfaction over what he
termed gains of the ‘KashmirAiber-
ation struggle’ but made it a point to
remind the world that India’s own
admission about the origins of the
Mujahideen had exposed the ‘false-
hood of propaganda’./He followed
up with yet another gffer of “read-
iness to join a purpdseful dialogue”

with India. Indicagfons in Islamabad
suggest that thg/ Hizb went ahead
ire declaration with

militant organisation in Kashmir
that draws its support base from
among Kashmiris on both sides of
the border, it is dependent on Pakis-
tan for material support. The Hizb
leadership resides in Pakistan. Most
of its cadres operate from Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir.

One major factor that could have
influenced Pakistan in giving the nod
to the Hizb is the growing American
pressure to address Indian concerns
about .encouragement to subversive
elements from across the border.
Several influential persons in Pakis-

pressures in Pakistan

tan, India and the U.S. were involved
in the back-channel diplomacy.

The Hizb announcement triggered
a furore in Pakistan with militant or-
ganisations terming it a ‘betrayal
and a sell-out’. Religious parties
such as the Jamaat-e-Islami, whose
protege the Hizb is considered to be,
turned their ire against the Mushar-
raf Government and accused it of
‘engineering’ the ceasefire buckling
under U.S. pressure. The All-Party
Conference (APC) in its declaration
at Lahore hinted at the role of the
military Government in the latest de-
velopments in Kashmir and urged
Gen. Musharraf to come clean. With
Kargil fresh in memory, no regime in
Pakistan can afford to ignore ‘public
opinion’ on Kashmir.

Perhaps Islamabad did not envi-
sage a quick response from India to
the Hizb move. And when Delhi re-
sponded, came the counter from Is-
lamabad in  the form  of
conditionalities for talks. Any dia-
logue would have to involve Pakistan
and the Ali-Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence (APHC) and no talks could be
held within the Indian Constitution.

The rhetoric from Islamabad reac-
hed a new pitch once the Hizb an-
senounced the August 8 deadline.
Perhaps the pressures on the domes-
tic front forced the Musharraf Gov-
ernment to take a tough stand.

So it led to the inevitable. Perhaps
it was a classic case of one step for-
ward and two steps backward. Pakis-
tan cannot be expected to give up its
case on Kashmir but to insist on a
tripartite dialogue right away, when
a major militant group has silenced
its guns, was a sure case of playing
the role of a spoiler.

As the former Pakistan Prime Min-
ister, Ms. Benazir Bhutto, put it, a
chance should have been given for
the bilateral talks to begin and Pakis-
tan could have insisted on its inclu-
sion at a later stage when things took
a more concrete shape.
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Sonia assure

on Kas

HT Correspondent

Hyderabad, August 11 5}(\\/

CONGRESS PRESIDENT

Ms Sonia Gandhi on Friday

said that her party would
support the Government on wWhat-
ever initiative it takes to bring
peace to the troubled Kashmir val-
ley.

Ms Gandhi, who was on a day's
visit to the city, opposed any "third
party" intervention on the Kashmir
issue. "When there is a dialogue,
we do not allow the third party or
interpreters. We do not meet the
third person."

In an informal chat with news-
men here, the Oposition leader
expressed sadness over the break-
down of talks between the Centre
and the Hizbul Mujahideen and
withdrawal of ceasefire by the lat-
ter.

Responding to a query on the
impact of the talks, she said, "We
do not know if any headway was
made or not. After the tragic inci-
dent yesterday, nothing seems to
have gone ahead. We'll just have to

1r
MLAs' appeal

FORTY-ONE CONGRESS
MLAs from the backward
Telangana region on Friday
urged Congress president Sonia
Gandhi to pressurise the Centre
to consider the demand of the
people of the region for a sepa-
rate state. A delegation of the
MLAs from the Telangana
region met Ms Gandhi during
her day's visit to Hyderabad and
submitted a memorandum, urg-
ing her to focus on the demand
for separate Telangana in
Parliament. They also urged her
to discuss the demand for sepa-
rate Telangana in the CWC.

HTC, Hyderabad

wait and see. It is very difficult for
us to make any assessment because
we are the Opposition. What I
know is more or less what you
know."

She did not agree that the
Government was hiding informa-
tion from the main Opposition

%le\i\[/) to Govt

ce process

party. "But in certain situations,
under certain circumstances, the
Government will not share infor-
mation with the Opposition. I am
sure the Government will come out
with details at an opportune time.
In these circumstances, this is not
possible. We are always apprecia-
tive of the Government when they
do brief us on what they are doing
or what they intend doing. We

always support transparency.”

To another query on how the
Kashmir problem should be tack-
led, she shot back: "It is not possi-
ble for us to make suggestions since
we do not have all the information.
Certain developments have taken
place in the last few days. I cannot
comment much on this. All I can
say is that a peaceful solution is
what the country is looking forward
to. We support the Government's
initiative to bring back peace”.

Ms Gandhi denied that there was
any difference of opinion between
the Indian Government and her
garty on the autonomy issue raised

y Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Farooq Abdullah.
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/The sack
of Bejjing
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N Chiﬂésé, they were called
IYihe Quan (Fists of Right-

eous Harmony). Many of the
Boxers involved in the 1898-
1900 Uprising belonged to the
secret societies indigenous to
northern China. Some traced
their origins to the White Lotus
secret society in the 17th centu-
The movemert ed\momen-
tum during the {atpe Qing
dynasty (1644-1911)} when
peasant youths banded togeth-
er to practise martial arts and
defend their villages from rov-
ing bandits. It became popular
in Shandong province and
began to draw local toughs and
petty criminals. Some adher-
ents believed that gigong, spirit
possession and charms, could
make them invincible to bullets.
In the 1890s, foreign powers
and foreign missionaries were
resented by the Chinese for
throwing their weight behind
Christian converts during dis-
putes. The Boxers sided with
the non-Christians against the
foreigners and their Chinese
proteges. Hostility reached a
high point in Shandong in the
late 1890s when a German
branch of the Catholic Church,
The German Society of the
Divine Word, converted some
fugitives from the law and
offered them protection.
When two German missionar-
ies were murdered mysteriously
in 1897, the German gavern-
ment seized the strategic deep-
water Jiaozhou Bay in retalia-
tion, and exacted other conces.
sions from the Chinese. Fearing
a German invasion, the
Chinese gave in to the
demands.
In early 1898, several groups
— Plum Flower Boxers, Red
Boxers and others —formed a
coalition called Yike Quan,
Fists of Righteous Harmony.
The next year, it introduced the
slogan Fu-Qing mieyang —~
Support the Qing dynasty,
Destroy the Foreign — and
transformed #*+o1¥ * ‘o a full-

THE STATESMAN

26 St



, 2 centennial of the Boxer Uprising in China
' 7" the world and led to the downfall of the Qing

as a symbol of pride, the West saw the

hina's
China’s

100-year

scar -

E centennial of the

oxer Uprising in

China has come and

gone, barely noticed by

the world’s media. Wherein a
peasant movement turned into
an anti-foreign, anti-Christian
crusade that culminated in the
sacking of Beijing on 14 August

1900 by an allied army of eight
colonial powers. Their victory
was followed by the rape of the
city and looting of the imperial
patace — all of which combined
to leave a deep scar on China’s
psyche as well as in its relations
with the West.

To the West, the uprising,
which led to a siege of hundreds
of foreign diplomats and civil-
jans in Beijing’s diplomatic
quarter for 55 days, became a
symbol of China’s irrationality
and xenophobia. To the Chin-
ese, this humiliating rout drove
home the ignorance and folly of
the Qing government.

To this day, echoes of the event
which shook the world at the
turn of the last century still
reverberate in the corridors of
power. But to a world media
which often commemorates cen-
tennial activities depicting the
triumph of Western culture and
technology, the episode was all
but forgotten, marked only by a
low-key forum in Beijing, and a
new book, The Boxer Rebellion,
by British historian Diana Pres-
ton. .

The Boxer Uprising was last
officially examined in China
during the Cultural Revolution,
when it was hailed as a patriot-
ic peasant movement. Under
Jiang Qing, Mao Zedong’s wife,
who ran China’s cultural poli-
cies then, one of her eight
Model Revolutionary Operas —
Hong Dengzhao (Red Lantern)
— was about the female Boxers
who were called red lanterns
because they wore red.

But there had been no new
defining works on the subject
from the Chinese. Ask Professor
Wang Gungwu of the East
Asian Institute and he'll say it's
partly because Chinese scholars

still find it difficult to relive the FEg
pain iliation. \

At any rate, first-han OC\\inese

writings on the suljject are
scarce. By contrast, Western
reports on the Boxer story are
relatively abundant, with many
eyewitness accounts. Unfortu-
nately, many of these were
found to be deliberately skewed,
like the despatches by the
London Times correspondent,

George Morrison, who knew no

Chinese and had to rely on his
Chinese-speaking protege,
Edmund Backhouse, who was
later exposed as a forger who
spiced up facts with fiction.

The result was that the earli-
est accounts of the Boxer move-
ment were told — as in most
colonial history — from the win-
ners’ point of view. Only with
the release of more Chinese
records in the 1950s and 1960s,
and with more balanced schol-
arship in the West, has a clear-
er, more complete picture begun
to emerge.

What prompted the seemingly
suicidal attempt by a weak and

vulnerable China to rid itself of |

foreign domination? After all,
having suffered for 60 years
since its defeat in the Opinm
War of 1840, China should have
been well aware of the military
strength and ruthlessness of
the colonial powers.

If the Opium War — which
marked the Qing dynasty’s first

humiliating defeat by a West- -

ern power — was “tragic but
inevitable”, as the British were
bent on finding an excuse to
open China for trade, then the
Boxer Uprising was “pathetic
and desperate”.

Offering this point of view,
Professor Wang says that dur-

ing the 60 years between the |

two wars, the colonial powers
had been carving out spheres of
influence and pushing for spe-
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Salahuddin

urges Pak to

{0\ .
\é\send troops

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE moment he says something,
and AGENCIES N &Y\ ~the next, another.”
9" 5®  Gen Musharraf and Mr Atal

ISLAMABAD, Aug. 12. —
Hizbul Mujahideen chief Syed
Salahuddin today urged Pakis-
tan to send troops into Kash-
mir even if it means a war.

“Pgkistan should physically
involve itself in Kashmir. We
want war because war will
solve the issue,” Salahuddin
roared at his headquarters in a
posh Islamabad neighbour-
hood. -

He said Hizbul would step up
attacks against Indian soldiers
until New Delhi agrees to tri-
partite talks. The attacks will
be more sophisticated and tar-
geted at Army facilities inside
Kashmir as well
as elsewhere in
India.

“Bilateral talks
have not worked
in the past. We
have a history of
talks between
Indians and Kas-
hmiri and bet-
ween Pakistan
and India, and
they have failed,”
he said. He also
alleged India
was vacillating
during the talks.

The Clinton
administration has asked US
citizens to evaluate carefully
the implications for their secu-

rity and safety before deciding
to travel to Pakistan, The state =

department issued the travel
warning on Thursday after it
received information indicating
that extremists from Afghanis-
tan are preparing an attack on
American interests in Pakistan
soon,

Meanwhile, Pakistan said its
offer to India for talks still
stands. Gen Pervez Musharraf
said during his visit to Multan
yesterday that there had been
no change in Pakistan’s offer
but New Delhi was unable to
make up its mind. “Unfortu-
nately the Indian Prime
Minister is not firm, one

Syed Salahuddin

Behari Vajpayee may meet at
the UN in New York next
month, a Pakistani minister
hinted today. “When the two
leaders are present in the gath-
ering, nothing can be ruled
out,” said Information Minister
Mr Javed Jabbar. “Nothing has
been discussed and agreed
upon so far,” he added.

He said Gen Musharraf would
brief world leaders and UN
Secretary General Mr Kofi
Annan about the situation in
South Asia and the necessity of
finding a peaceful solution to
the Kashmir tangle.

Back home, a 10-member
Congress delega-
tion headed by
Ml AICC general

™ secretary Mr
“l Ghulam Nabi
Azad, arrived in

make an on-the-
spot assessment
of the situation.
The team visited
the blast site.

Journalists in
Jammu organ-
ised a silent pro-
cession to mourn
the death of
Pradeep Bhatia.
Wearing black badges, over
hundred scribes, videographers
and phqtgjournalists carried
placargiidamanding freedom of
predeBBd security.

The procession started from
Jammu Press Club at Dogra
Chowk and culminated in front

of the divisional commission- :

er’s office in Mubarak Mandi
area of the city. Later, a jour-
nalists’ delegation submitted a
memorandum to the govern-
ment through the divisional
commissioner The memoran-
dum condemned Thursday’s
blast.

¥ Scam, not Kashmir,
behind Sahara Cup
pull-out, page 10
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States asked to upgrade

-
\

NEW DELHI, AUG. 22. AK States and Union Terri-
tories have been askdd to follow a stringent
security drill to check any terrorist activity at
the behest of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence (ISI) during the Independence Day cel-
ebrations.

Home Ministry sources said police in all the
States and Union Territories have been direct-
ed to carry out concerted efforts to prevent
any untoward incident or loss of life or prop-
erty.
The direction comes in the wake of repeated
incidents of terrorist violence, and activities of
extremists and anti- national elements.

Every year intelligence reports warn of mil-
jtants’ threats just prior to the national days,
thus endangering the lives of even protected
VIPs. Police barricades have been put up at all
entry points into the National Capital territory
and vehicles coming into the city and partic-
ularly travelling towards the Red Fort and
VVIP residential areas are being checked.

In Calcutta, police arrested a person sus-
pected of having direct links with the Pakis-
tan-based militant outfit
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen, from a house in cen-
tral Calcutta on Friday night, a top police offi-
cial said.

Several documents seized from the person,

identified as Jamil Akhtar, suggested that he
had been maintaining direct contact with the
Harkat’s Karachi office. — UNI, PTI

High alert in J&K

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, AUG. 12. Following repeated threats
from the Hizb-ul- Mujahideen (HM) chief,
Syed Salahuddin, from lslamabad, threaten-
ing intensification of attacks in Kashmir, secu-
rity forces in the State have been put on a high
alert. In today’s incidents, four people were
injured in a militant attack near the Hazratbal
shrine; nine people were killed in militancy-
related incidents across the State.

The militants lobbed a grenade towards a
security picket near the Hazratbal shrine. It
missed the target and exploded on the road,
injuring four women, two of them tourists
from Hungary — Ms. Maria and Ms, Rita. All
the injured have been hospitalised.

Security authorities in Srinagar have taken
cognisance of the threats emanating from Is-
lamabad in which Syed Salahuddin has out-
lined his outfit's plans to carry out attacks
against security forces at a high level. Heads of
the security agencies have been asked to keep

a vigil on identified Hizb militants in their re-
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. security for I-Day -~

spective areas with instructions of avoiding a
direct confrontation. Though the militants
who are active are known, their sympathisers
are also being included in the list, a top secutri-
ty official said. However, the security forces
would not be silent if attacked by the militants
of any group, including the Hizb. One HM
militant, Abdul Ahad Mir, was arrested from
Ganderbal today. Earlier, a district command-
er of the Hizb was killed in Kupwara district.
Highly-placed sources said a top-ranking mil-
itant working as an IS sleuth was also arrested
from a local hotel in the Civil Lines area.

Strict arrangements are being made in and
around the Bakhshi Stadium, venue of the pa-
rade. Checking and frisking of commuters
have been intensified and parked vehicles are
being checked thoroughly in the wake of the
car-bomb blast on Thursday.

Car-bomb by Lashkar

The Director-General of Police, Mr. Gurba-
chan Jagat, confirmed the extra vigil. “We are
taking all possible precautions,” he told The
Hindu. Thd DGP said the blast on the Resi-
dency Road\was carried out by Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba and not| the Hizb-yl-Mujahideen. When
asked about| the threat of the Hizb chief, he
said, ‘“We d{not react 1o such threats”.

Hizb wants Pak. to
send troops W
ISLAMABAD, AUG. 12. The Hizb-ul-Mujahideen

chief, Syed Salahuddin, today urged Pakistan
to send troops into the Kashmir Valley, even
if it means a war. “Pakistan should physically
involve itself in Kashmir.

We want war because war will solve the
issue,” Salahuddin told the Associated Press.
Salahuddin sharply criticised India for last
week's collapse of the ceasefire offer.

From.the outset, Salahuddin said the cea-
sefire hinged on a “meanin dialogue”;
“meaningful” meant talks that included Pa-
kistan, India and the Kashmiri leadership.

“Bilateral talks have not worked in the past.
We have a history of talks between the Indi-
ans and the Kashmiris, and between Pakistan
and India, and they have failed,” he said.

He said the Hizb would step up attacks un-
til New Delhi agrees to tripartite talks.

Jamat wants Geelanl back: Page 11 ‘
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asefire possible again if India accepts Pakistan as third party: Salahuddin

Musharraf supports

,7(‘/\

DEUTSCHE PRESS AGENTUR

ISLAMABAD, Aug. 13. —
General Pervez Musharraf
today reaffirmed his support to
the anti-India struggle in
Kashmir and assured the world
that Pakistan wanted to live in
peace with its neighbours.

In a message to Pakistanis on
their 53rd independence day,
the military ruler promised “all
out diplomatic, political and
moral support” to the sepa-
ratist struggle in Kashmir.

gen. Musharraf congratulated
the people of India on their
Independence Day (that falls
on Tuesday) and appealed to
Indians and the media to influ-
ence New Delhi to respond to
Islamabad’s offer to solve the

| the Kashmir problem through

talks. Peace is not possible in
the region without settling the
dispute, he said.

In an apparent counter to
India’s description of Kashmir
insurgency as Pakistan-spon-
sored cross-border terrorism,
he said the Kashmiris were
struggling against “state-spon-
sored terrorism”.

“We desire tranquility and
harmenious co-existence with
all the countries of the world,
particularly with our neigh-
bours,” he said.

Ceasefire ‘offer’: The Hizbul
Mujahideen chief, Syed Salah-
uddin, today said the outfit
could declare a ceasefire again
if India accepted Pakistan as a
third party to solve the Kash-
mir problem, says PTI. “There
is a possibility of ceasefire

-~
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The daughters (left) of a police officer, who died of injuries sustained in Thursday's Srinagar blast, cry as the body is taken

i Kashmir militants

for cremation on Sunday. (Right) The bus carrying BSF jawans damaged in a blast in Udhampur on Sunday. — AP/ PTI

again if India accepts our logic
that talks must be tripartite.
Our doors are open,” he said.

Accusing Indian leaders of ad-
opting an “intransigent” stand
in not accepting the tripartite
talks, he said the truce was
called off only because of this.

Salahuddin said the USA
must persuade India to accept
Kashmir as a tripartite issue
and criticised Washington and
other Western countries for
their “biased” approach to-
wards the Kashmir problem.
The West has failed to exert
pressure on India to solve the
problem.

He said another Indo-Pak war
over Kashmir would be “most
catastrophic and detrimental”
to world peace.

Will a war or a dialogue solve
the Kashmir problem? Salah-
uddin said: “The gun is only to
bring India to the table. We be-
lieve the ultimate solution will
be on the table. But fighting
will bring India to the table.”
The Hizbul today, for the first
time, criticised the Hurriyat
Conference for failing to take a
decision on its ceasefire which
was later withdrawn. It asked
Hurriyat leaders to spell out
their plan for “J&K’s freedom”.
Vajpayee: Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee today said the divi-
sion in Hizbul’s ranks over the
ceasefire call was to blame for
the spurt in violence in Kash-
mir, reports SNS. The Prime
Minister said at a Kisan Day
function in Delhi that India

~
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was ready to solve the Kashmir
problem through talks.

Baba Amte

Social worker Baba Amte has
proposed to visit Pakistan to
improve ties between the neigh-
bours and expressed sorrow
over the killings of innocent
people, adds PTI. Baba Amte, in
Indore for a medical check-up,
said some Pakistani youths
have written to him to under-
take a peace march on bicycle to
Pakistan to improve bilateral
ties with India. Though at his
age (86 years) “it’s difficult to
ride a bicycle”, he would certain-
ly like to visit Pakistan soon.

® Anotlier ph‘btograph, mor
reports, on page 8

Blasts kill
¢ BSE
jawans

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

SRINAGAR, Aug. 13. — Five
BSF jawans were killed and 46
injured in two blasts on the
Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway today in Udhampur.

The first blast blew up a bus
carrying 36 BSF jawans from
Jammu to Baramulla near Ta-
mator crossing, 95 km from Ja-
mmu, around 9 a.m. Head con-
stables, BA Kuttan and Ugra-
sen Linka, and Pandurang
Singh, died on spot. Thirty-

~three people were injured, 13
of them seriously.

Another powerful blast occur-
red about a kilometre from Ta-
mator crossing around 3 p.m.
The improvised explosive device
exploded between two BSF
vehicles, killing two jawans and
injuring 13. ,

The Hizbul Mujahideen has
claimed responsibility for the
first attack, a report from Isla-
mabad said. “We accept resp-
onsibility for the attack,” Sal-
im Hashmi, Hizbul gpokesman
told Reuters from Rawalpindi
over the phone. Hashmi said a
Hizbul commander, 8alim Ja-
ved, led the landmine attack.
He said eight securitymen
were killed and 35 injured.

Ten.militants were killed in a
gun-battle with security forces
at Gul-Gulabgarh in Udham-
pur district today. Officials
said the encounter during a

. search operation.

Seven “foreign mercenaries”
were killed in an encounter in
Rajouri last night and weapons
were seized. Another foreign
mercenary of Al-Badr was
killed by the forces in Kupwara
last night. Two ultras were
killed at Magam, Kupwara,
and Goda-Kaniyal in Kathua.



Crafting a peace pro

HE UNSAVOURY experience of

the last few weeks, manifesting

most starkly in the brutal killings

of Amarnath-bound pilgrims and
the ominously exploding bombs that res-
onated through the Kashmir Valley imme-
diately after the dominant Kashmiri
militant force, the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen,
abruptly called off its ceasefire, should not
lead to undue bitterness and cynicism of
the sort that could imperil prospects for an
enduring peace process. In one sense, it
was no real surprise that the hope which
flared brightly after the pro-Pakistan mili-
tia, the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, considered
one of the most ruthless terrorist groups
waging war on the Indian state had sud-
denly decided to suspend their military
operations, rapidly became acute disap-
pointment when the Hizb revealed their
lack of commitment to the idea of peace in
their attaching post-facto conditions to
their offer. To begin with, the expectation
that a peace process could take root within
days in the Valley, just because the Gov-
ernments in New Delhi and Srinagar had
all of a sudden decided to speak the lan-
guage of peace and reconciliation, was un-
realistic and at odds with the ground
realities.

Years and years of alienation of the ordi-
nary Kashmiris, who since the State's ac-
cession in late 1947 had not really forgiven
New Delhi for reneging on its historic
commitment to respect Kashmir’s condi-
tional accession by placing fimits on its
own jurisdiction in the Valley State, cannot
be wiped out overnight on the basis of
mere declarations of intent to install a
peace process in Kashmir. It might be true
that the signals from the Central Govern-
ment and the Government of Dr. Farooq
Abdullah in recent months have been sin-
gularly conciliatory. The dramatic steps
taken by the Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, to force the
Centre to restore to his State the political
and constitutional autonomy that it was
historically entitled to, and the gestures
made by the Vajpayee administration, no-
ticeably after the visit of the U.S. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, including the release of
prominent leaders of the Hurriyat move-
ment and the implication of a dialogue
with them, did offer promise of revitalising
the moribund political process in the ter-
ror-consumed Valley. But what is also
painfully evident is that the strenuous ef-
forts to signal New Delhi’s sincerity in tatk-
ing peace “to our own people” in the
estranged State do not seem to have cap-
tured the public imagination in the trou-

By Malini Parthasarathy

New Delhi’s peace initiatives in Kashmir have not as yet
acquired the necessary credibility and this could be
because of certain fundamental contradictions in the
policy approach of the Vajpayee administration.

bled Valley. There is not the sense of an
overwhelmingly enthusiastic response
from ordinary Kashmiris. This would sug-
gest that New Delhi's peace initiatives
have not as yet acquired the necessary
credibility and this could be because of
certain fundamental contradictions in the
policy approach of the Vajpayee adminis-
tration as regards the complex issue of pre-
serving Kashmir's affiliation to the Indian
Union.

The first major gap in the policy ap-
proach of the Vajpayee administration re-
lates to the glaring failure to set out a
conceptual framework for the peace proc-
ess. As pointed out by Dr. Radha Kumar in
these columns (August 8 & 9), unlike in the
case of the Northern Ireland peace proc-
ess, where meticulous groundwork had
been done for the talks on its political fu-
ture, virtually no groundwork has gone in-
to the peace process intended for Kashmir.
One striking feature of the approach to the
Northern Ireland peace negotiations was
that the basic elements that would under-
pin and provide consistency to the nego-
tiating process were set out and articulated
well before the progress in narrowing the
gap between the opposing sides finally re-
flected in the famous Good Friday Agree-
ment of April 1998. As early as 1991-92, the
British Government, the Irish Government
and the political parties in Northern lre-
land had agreed that the peace talks would
hinge on “three strands”, the first dealing
with internal political arrangements for
Northern Ireland, the second dealing with
future North-South relations in Jreland
and the third addressing relations between
London and Dublin. The ‘“‘three strands”
approach remained the basic institutional
frame upon which a series of peace nego-
tiations were pinned, culminating in con-
crete advance in reconciling the positions
of the Nationalists and the Unionists. Like-
wise, the Mitchell Principles, the cutcome
of the painstaking efforts of the former
U.S. Senator, Mr. George Mitchell, which
laid emphasis on the total disarmament of
all paramilitary organisations including
the IRA and on using only demacratic and
peaceful means to resolve political issues,
provided a context for the peace process 1o
take root.

THE HINCY
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It may be noted that in Sri Lanka, similar
painstaking and meticulous effort has
gone into the crafting of a framework that
would provide the sharply polarised ethnic
communities, Tamil and Sinhala, an equal
sense of entitlement in the island nation.
Since 1983, there have been several devo-
lution proposals drafted by Indian, Sri
Lankan and other constitutional experts
which have served to identify the core is-
sues at the heart of the Sri Lankan Tamil
discontent which require addressing —
land issues, control of law and order, dec-
ades of Sinhala colonisation, discrimina-
tion against Tamils in education and
employment. The result of having identi-
fied these core issues manifest in the suc-
cessive attemnpts since the Indo-Sri Lankan
Agreement, culminating in the visionary
devolution package presented by Ms.
Chandrika Kumaratunga, to devolve sub-
stantive powers on the Tamil people in
Northern Sri Lanka. More significantly,
this exercise has yielded space for a greater
“federalisation”” of Sri Lanka’s constitu-
tional structure.

Despite the fact that in the case of Kash-
mir, there are already several agreements
and a major Constitutional provision of-
fering a very clear idea of the direction in
which the State’s political and constitu-
tional future ought to be taken, there has
been no indication from the Vajpayee ad-
ministration of what would be the struc-
ture or the framework of the peace process
envisaged and how the key interlocutors
are to be placed within the negotiations,
and more disturbing, absolutely no ac-
knowledgment of the fact that whether In-
dia likes it or not, Pakistan is historically an
interlocutor in the debate over Kashmir’s
political identity. It is an issue that will not
go away unless India addresses it.

But another aspect of the Government'’s
attitude to Kashmir that is cause for con-
ceru is its failure to harness an internal
political consensus on the approach to the
Kashmir question. On such a major devel-
opment as the Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly’s adoption of the State autonomy
resolution, the Government did not con-
sult the national Opposition parties. Such

cesS
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a confultation might have allowed for
some Nasic elements of a conceptual ap-
proachlto the Kashmiir problem to emerge.
The adininistration has also not offered
any clear idea as to how it proposes to
reconcile its approach to its NDA partner,
the National Conference of Dr. Abdullah,
to the Hurriyat leadership, who the Union
Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, hinted
could be major negotiators in the process,
and to the militant groups who might, like
the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, suddenly decide
to come in from the cold and warm their
hands around a negotiating table.

But the real conundrum to crack is the
issue of Pakistan’s role. It is clear that if
India has had considerable political space
to implement its strategies of peace-mak-
ing in the Kashmir Valley, it is also a reflec-
tion of the current geopolitical realities.
Pakistan’s military coup, the continued
evidence of a nexus between its military
establishment and the terrorist mujahi-
deen groups and its relative staticity have
earned it the disfavour of the United
States, even as a triumphalist Government
in India-has made a reliance on Washing-
ton's pressuke on Islamabad, the virtual
centrepiece of its strategy in relation to Pa-
kistan. The danger in New Delhi’s increas-
ing dependence on Washington to share
its perspective of issues and events in the
subcontinent is that it dilutes the Govern-
ment’s credibility as a sovereign interloc-
utor in the context of building a peace
process in Kashmir. Successive agree-
ments between India and Pakistan —
Shimla in 1972, the Joint Statement of june
23, 1997, and finally the much acclaimed
Lahore Agreement — have all acknowl-
edged that both countries would have to
resolve all issues “including the issue of
Jammu and Kashmir.” For India to dodge
the implications of this commitment and
to continue to resist an engagement of the
regime in Islamabad would be viewed by
the alienated people in Kashmir as yet an-
other instance of New Delhi’s bad faith. If
indeed as is definitely the case, cross-bor-
der terrorism is a major cause of the con-
tinuing unrest in the Valley, it becomes all
the more imperative to engage Islamabad
and make this issue a key condition to be
adhered to or core principle to be respect-
ed if the peace process is to work. This
would put the military establishment in Is-
lamabad on the defensive and also yield
more political space for India to turn its
attention to the really relevant interlocu-
tors in the Kashmir context. There is really
no other way forward. ;
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Pandian panel may «
sabmit report on J. &K
iring in September v

By Law Kumar Mishra
The Times of India News Service

SRINAGAR: The Justice S.R.
Pandian Commission. probing
the causes and circumstances
leading to the event of firing at
Brakpora, Bulbul Nogwam in
Anantnag district on April 3,
when eight persons were killed
and 14 others injured, is nearing
completion of the probe. The
report may be submitted two
months in advance before the
term of the commission expires
on November 15.

The commission, headed by a
retired judge of the supreme
court, may be first of its kind in
the country to complete the
investigations in a record time,
while other commissions had
been seeking and getting exten-
sions. The first sitting of the
Pandian Commission was held
on June 7 and since then it has
examined over 35 witnesses.
mostly complainants and wit-
nesses of the firing. Six doctors,
who had performed post-
mortem and treated the victims,
have also been cross-examined.

On August 16, the commis-
sion is expected to examine the
then station house officer of
Achabal police station, sub-
inspector of Bakpora police
outpost and the chaukidar, who
had informed the police about
the five villagers who were miss-
ing and later found killed by the
armymen, who had termed
them as foreign militants.

The  commission  had
received 69 affidavits from the
complainants, including wit-
nesses and 15 from the police
officers in their defence. The
police officers may be exam-
ined next week. The state gov-

ernment had suspended the
SSP. SDPO. SHO and trans-
ferred the DIG and the deputy
commissioner of Anantnag. fol-
lowing the firings.

The Anantnag police station
has filed FIRs against three
officers of the special operation
group of the state police and
four members of the Central
Reserve Police Force and
charged them under Section
302 (murder). They bhad
received complaints against 27
officers and jawans of the
CRPF and SOG. but after
investigation. seven of them
were identified and prosecuted
on murder charges.

According to lawyers, repre-
senting the complainants. the
witnesses had told the commis-
sion that the procession of the
villagers 1o the deputy commis-
sioner was being escorted by
policemen. They claimed the
procession which was agitating
for exhumation of bodies of the
five villagers who had been
missing after the
Chhatisinghpora massacre. in
which 35 Sikhs were killed on
March 21 night. was targeted
with excessive firing and with-
out provocation.

Some women also appeared
as witnesses before the com-
mission. The security forces
had declared they had killed
five foreign militants who had
been found responsible for the
Chhatisinghpora carnage. The
ministry of defence had
claimed the operation was led
by a brigadier and SSP of
Anantnag jointly. However, the
local people were agitated and
claimed securitymen had killed
innocent people of the area.
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Go for military

option in J&

x\

¥

say Sangh haw

By Bhaskar Roy and
Rajesh Ramachandran
The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Despite setbacks,
the government seems keen to
give peace another chance in the
Kashmir Valley. During discus-
sions at various levels, a view has
emerged that despite the recrude-
scence of terrorist violence since
the Hizbul Mujahideen’s
announcement of a cease-fire and
its subsequent withdrawal, a dia-
logue with the ultras is still a valid
option.

However, the strongest resist-
ance to the peace efforts has come
from the Sangh Parivar.
Organisations like the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad and the RSS have
further hardened their attitude
following the recent massacres in
the Valley.

Openly advocating the policy
of ‘hot pursuit’ of militants
across the Line of Control, RSS
leader M.G. Vaidya on Monday
called upon the Centre to be pre-
pared for “any eventuality, be it
war”. The government should
attack the terrorist camps across
the LoC in Pakistan, if need be. he
said.

Mr Vaidya told The Times of
India that hot pursuit would not
draw flak from the international
community because it was aware
of Pakistan’s barbarity in getting
Indians killed. Besides, he said,
“taking a battle into the enemy
territory is always advantageous”.
In 1965, the Indian troops’ thrust
towards Lahore had relieved pres-
sure in the Akhnoor area, he
pointed out.

Wouldn't crossing the LoC lead
to a war? “We’ll face it,” Mr
Vaidya said. “If we have to cross
the LoC to crush terrorism, we

have to be prepared for any even-
tuality.”

“We want either the Farooq
Abdullah government to be dis-
missed or Jammu and Kashmir to
be declared a disturbed area
and placed under the army,”
VHP general secretary Giriraj
Kishore said last week, responding
to the killings of Amarnath pil-
grims. He also wanted the NC
expelled from the ruling NDA at
the Centre.

This hardline approach, often
derisively dismissed by the gov-
ernment as an xpression of anger
is, however, increasingly finding
takers in the BJP. Opinion is build-
ing up in the party that the
Kashmir situation calls for a hard
option. After the failure of peace
talks with Hizbul Mujahideen, this
view has been reinforced in the
party.

The hardliners feel the govern-
ment should exercise the military
option in the Valley without delay.
Like the VHP hotheads, they too
view the situation as beyond the
stage when negotiations could
yield results,

Although Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee has said India
will talk to any Pakistani govern-
ment, military or elected, the RSS
feels a military dictator will talk
only from a militarily strong posi-
tion. Mr Vaidya pointed out that
the present escalation of violence
and a readiness for talks were the
two faces of Pakistan’s military’s
policy.

Sangh Parivar sources are anx-
jous about the government play-
ing down the seriousness of the
Kashmir situation by terming it a
“proxy war”. The issue is expected
to be debated intensively at the
forthcoming” national execu-
tive session in Nagpur.
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1D cards for J&K

border residents .

-~ VINAY JHA A

STATESMAN NEWS SEB\"BE\

NEW DELHI, May 31. —
government will issue idenit;
cards to residents within a
five-kilometre stretch of the
Indo-Pak border in Jammu and
Kashmir, so that intruders can
be identified.

Work on issuing the cards is

expected to begin soon.

i Intelligence reports say the
. release of Hurriyat leaders and
the proposed talks have made
militant. outfits apprehensive.
They aret¥ying to push in a
large number of mercenaries to
foment trouble in the state.

The Ra 2-crore project follows
the issuing of identity cards to
shepherds, who have begun
moving their livestock to high-
er reaches for grazing.

Identity cards for residents in
areas close to the border will
make “the task of the three-tier
security ring along the Indo-

_Union budget. “Each card, with

Department about four years

Pak border a lot simpler as
‘strangers’ can be identified”, a
home ministry official said.
The expenses of the exercise
have been provided for by the

distinctive features to ensure
against forgery, will cost appro-
ximately Rs 15, an official
said. The project is likely to be
complete by the end of the
year. S
- The government is Aso
preparing to finally begin ferx-
ing the 198-km stretch of inter-
national border in the state.
Border fencing was taken up
by the Central Public Works

ago, but firing and shelling
from the Pakistani side ham-
pered work. This time, a para-
military force or the Army
itself is expected to be entrust-
ed with the task. :

The government hopes the
ID-cards will do the trigk'till

-

fencing is complete,

THE STATESMAN



/' HURRIYAT DEAL?

(« NN
-G08\ The chances are thin o> Qi

TALKING to\the Hurriyat is useful because they are an
important elément in Kashmir. But if the government
assumes that the Hurriyat may be brought around to being a
factor for peace defined in terms favourable to the Indian posi-
tion, they may have to think again, if they haven’t done so
already. Mufti Mohammad Sayeed says that the Hurriyat is -
the overground organisation of the militants. How far is this
true? We heard the Mirwaiz Moulvi Omar Farooq saying that
the Shoura-e-jihad which coordinated militant activities earli-
or was disbanded in 1996, after which the Hurriyat has had a
limited say in the field. The Hizbul Mujahideen and the
§ ashkar-e-Toiba take their orders from their spiritual guides
in Pakistan and the ISL. What can Hurriyat do about them? Is
the Hurriyat willing and in a position to broker a deal .
between the government, on theé ¢ia# hand, and the militants
and their backers, ofﬁcialand;u_fﬂfficial, in Pakistan, on the
other, so that all guns fall silent i f:Kgshmir? Several leaders
of the Hurriyat have, in fact, ¥ ¥gceiving death threats
ever since the idea of talking to the go¥ernment came up. How
does Pakistan propese to back a relatively moderate Hurriyat
in its initiative with the Indian government and continue to
lend support, at the same time, to fanatics who will have rione
of it? How does the idea of trilateralism hold up in this per-
spective?. These are questions which the Hurriyat will have to
answer coherently. There is a chance that US pressure may
force Pakistan to rein in jihadi instincts on its territory and,
ultimately, in Kashmir, but that will remain aleatory as long
, as the US is not involved in conflict resolution arrangements.
The Indian government doesn’t seem to have much to offer
the Hurriyat. Of course, talking is also about finding out what
and how much can be taken or given, But the Hurriyat has an
anti-Indian constituency. It cannot be seen to be involved in
any manoeuvre that gives in on crucial points. It will resist
the idea of participating in elections, or being a part of any
constitutional entity. Its preoccupation is with looking for
some kind of historic settlement that keeps Farooq Abdullah
out of the picture and for which no one, not even the
Pakistanis, are prepared, no matter what Qazi Ashraf
Jehangir may tell them. Prospects for peace look pretty bleak.
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_Vajpayee keeps tabs

A

BY Our Special Correspondent

NEW\DELHI, JUNE 3. The Prime Min-
ister\ Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
camping at Manali, was reported
telephoned Moulvi Iftik-
sain Ansari, the influen-
leader who was injured
yesterday in a bomb blast.

Mr. Vajpayee also spoke to the
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minis-
ter, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, and
sought to gauge for himself the
motives behind the attack which
killed nearly a dozen people.

Also, in a statement issued from

expressed serious concern over
the attack on a Shia congregation.
The immediate concern for both
the Prime Minister's entourage
and the Union Home Ministry is
that yesterday’s incident should
not be allowed to acquire a com-
munal overtone.

The attack is seen as part of a
pattern in which Pakistan-backed
militant groups have been trying
to target minorities — the Hindu
Pandits, later the Sikhs, and now
the Shias. The attack on a Shia
congregation reveals, according
to officials, the agenda of ethnic

Shia youth hol_ding a rally against the bomb blast in which 12

d and 34 injured at Gund Quasim on Saturday.
ousing Minister, Moulvi Ifthikhar Hussain Ansari,
ong the injured. — Photo: Nissar Ahamad

IHC 4 CU

cleansing being pursued by the
“jehadi” outfits.

The Union Home Ministry, too,

has been in touch the state gov-

on Kashmir situation

l

ernment officials who have been |

advised to watch out against simj-

lar attacks in other parts of the

state. The police and other securi-
ty forces are being redeployed in '

sensitive areas to ensure that
there were no Shia-Sunni face-off
in the valley.

At the same time the attack on a
prominent Shia leader refutes the
comfortable assumption in New
Delhi and Srinagar that the secu-
rity forces are once again in the
process of gaining the upper hand
vis-a-vis the militant outfits.

Dr. Subramanian Swamy, pres-
ident of the Janata Party, has used
the latest incident to question the
Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani's claim on checking mil-
itancy. Dr. Swamy demanded Mr.
Advani’s resignation.

From the Congress(l) side, Mr.
Rajesh Pilot observed that “the
new trend of attacks at Chatti-
singhpora and Pattan is intended
for further communal polarisa-
tion, which, if not curbed instant-
ly, will spell a dangerous portend.
He sees in the latest incident at

Pattan ‘‘the alarming failure of -

the Government to deal with the

situation” which is “vitiating the
hopes and aspirations of the peo- /

ple”.

Protest near Srinagar: Page 8 :
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PRESS TRUST OF ki

ISLAMABAD, J\ne 3. — France has asked
Pakistan to stop “armed infiltration” across the
Line of Control and use its “influence” with mili-
tant groups operating in Kashmir for reduction
of the level of violence there, as it asserted that
there could be no military solution to the issue.

“France is very attentive to the situation in
Kashmir, in all its aspects. It recognises fully
the sensitivity of this long-standing issue
between India and Pakistan,” the French ambas-
sador to Pakistan, Mr Yannick Gerard said.

In an interview to Pakistan’s official APP news
agency, Mr Gerard said Pakistan should “pre-
vent armed infiltration across the LoC and use

its “influence with militant groups to reduce the
level of violence in Kashmir”.

He said the European Union and France
believed that a peaceful settlement of this cru-
cial issue cou}d begin with the implementation of
the already agreed confidence-building measures
between the two sides.

This should be followed by more steps in this
regard, he added. Pakistan and India should

ynce tells Pak to rein 1n

militants W

resume dialogue in the spirit of the Simla
Agreement and the Lahore Declaration, he said,
adding “at the same time, we urge Pakistan and
India to continue to respect the LoC”.

Welcoming the reported wiflingness of
Pakistan’s military ruler, General Pervez
Musharraf, to have dialogue with India at “any-
time, anywhere and at any level”, Mr Gerard
said the continuing confrontation and violent
clashes along the LoC bear a great risk of uncon-
trollable escalation and pose a major threat to
regional stability and security”.

He said the EU and France have been calling
for a peaceful settlement of the Kashmir issue
during their contacts with the two countries. To
a question, he said as far as human rights are
concerned, “the EU has regularly expressed its
concerns regarding Kashmir in the framework of
the UN Human Rights Commission”.

Replying to a question on nuclear proliferation,.
he said the EU has urged both India and
Pakistan to sign the CTBT.

It urges the USA and China to do the same and
to take part constructively in negotiations on a
cut-off treaty. '




16 killed in blast

¢ atJ&K S

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR\JUNE 2. A senior member of Kashmir’s Shia
clergy an{ former State Minister, Mbulvi Iftikhar
Hussain Ansari, today escaped an assassination bid
when a powerful bomb exploded in a north Kashmir
village, killing 16 people, including a police official,
and injuring 19. According to reports, Mr. Ansari,
chief of the Jammu and Kashmir Shia Association,
was addressing a ‘Hussaini majlis’ (religious meet-
ing) in village Gund Khawja Qasim, some 30 km from
Srinagar.

The high-intensity blast occurred at around 4.30
p.m., when the meeting was in progress leaving sev-
en people dead and many injured. People ran helter-
skelter even as those injured were removed to a hos-
pital. Nine persons succumbed to injuries in the
hospital. However, police said the number of dead
persons was yet to be confirmed.

Mr. Ansari received splinter wounds in his back
and shoulder, police sources said. Mr. Ansari, along
with -the other injured, was rushed to the Sher-e-
Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura, where
the condition of at least three people was stated to be

critical, “A time bomb had been planted under the

podium from which I was addressing the meeting,”
Mr. Ansari told presspersons in hospital. Senior po-
lice and civil officers have rushed to the village to
take stock of the situation.

Police said the blast was caused by an improvised
explosive device (IED) planted at the venue of the
meeting. Further investigations are on.

The Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, his Min-
isterial colleagues, the Chief Secretary, Mr. Ashok

hia meet

Jaitly, and the State police chief, Mr. Gurbachan Ja-
gat, visited the hospital to enquire about the welfare
of Mr. Ansari.

Mr. Ansari, who was formerly with the Congress(D),
had shifted loyalties to the National Conference and
was considered to be a close confidant of Dr. Ab-
dullah. He was the Minister for Housing and Urban
Development and was sacked after the Sidhra land
scandal surfaced in November 1999. Mr. Ansari was
alleged to have received kickbacks worth lakhs of
rupees in the scam, which he has’ denied. A former
High Court judge is investigating the case.

Home Ministry

concern
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 2. The Union Home Ministry has ex-
pressed ““serious concern” over the blast near Pattan
in Baramulla district of Jammu and Kashmir this
afternoon, It blamed Pakistan-supported militants
for the attack on the Shia congregation, describing it
as a “dangerous dimension’ in militancy.

Senior officials said this evening that the Home
Secretary, Mr. Kamal Pande, had sought a detailed
report from the State Government. Officials said that
according to reports from Baramulla district, there
was tension between Shias and Sunnis. Sources
said the blast at the congregation was the first such
incident in the Valley and was aimed at creating a rift
between the two communities.

Photograph on Page 15
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ASS move an attempt to build
pressure for J&K dwision

Arun Joshi W

Srinagar, June 2 %VLM m

THE RSS's suggestion to trifu‘rcate l.:i_‘mmu and
Kashmir to evolve a solution to the Kashrhir crisis is
seen here as an outcome of behind-the-scene pres-
sure-building tactics to bring about the division of the
state.

There is a feeling that there couldn't be so many
coincidents. First, a US-based study group, Kashmir
Study Group suggested a division of
the state. All-Parties Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) Chairman
Syed Ali Shah Geelani in an inter-
view voiced division of the state as a solution. A senior
RSS leader offered identical suggestions as a solution.

Observers feel that there is something more than
what meets the eye. The surprising element is that the
extremists on both the sides appear to be talking of
the similar solutions. There were some invisible forces
pushing this agenda.The voices mooting these sugges-
tions otherwise represent diametrically opposite view-
points. The RSS stands for “Akhand Bharat” of which
Kashmir is an integral part. The APHC sees Kashmir
as-a “disputed territory” that should either get free-

News Analysis

Kashmir Valley, known for its beau-

dom or merger with Pakistan or the peoples allowed
to decide their future status. The trifurcation of this
state means separating states of Jammu, Ladakh and
Kashmir. The three divisions are dominated by three
different communities and have altogether different
cultural and ethnic origins. A section belonging to
Jammu region is opposed to the thought of trifurca-
tion, which to them means shrinking the boundaries
that their forefathers had fought to expand to Skardu
and Tibet. Buddhists dominate Ladakh and are extra-
ordinarily possessive about their
heritage and inimical to the thought
that distances them from India. The

ty and culture world-wide, is in the international focus
for the armed rebellion by Muslim separatists for the
past over decade. :

The western analysts are also worried over the newly
acquired nuclear capabilities of the two South Asian
neighbours. It has been described as a nuclear flash-
point. The controversy originated with an interview to
a local newspaper in Jammu in which RSS prant
pracharak Inderash Kumar reportedly suggested that
the trifurcation of the state might form a solution to
Kashmir crisis.

THE HINDUSTAN TIdE

e



(paayseng pewt

-4V £q BISV [ERUS)) Ul SLUEL) JBIIE) MON 31}

pue O ‘wrefs] -ueqieL, — U paonpoxdar arom

$30100p 2sa1f L, "uoneustadun 103 sopusfe
WIS JOF URIYL AQ e ] woxy pajersuel])

pastiendsoy are sjusiyed Sfeu AIYM SWOO!
U2 03 JOU 2T SIS JO S10500D S{eur] i

dn-oxew

JO sopewsod. 3o Sunpop YsAIs ou SoIop
ojduns Ieom O} aIR SIOWOP W] W

"(19A) quiny u SUOP 9q 0) sey

ommORTD AUV “IMO Yoed M ¥eads 10 1S 03
PAAO[[E 10U 18 SIOPOP SfPLI} pure LA I

"paIdAcoAarEs oq

, suaa:ﬁ&uaﬁtou@oewﬁs@»l

red pajooy

.ua uﬁ 103 3dadx syuanyed Sfewsg jo syred Joqi0
08 Hc 5:2 o}jou are suepsAyd s |

.. Readme

5 s%@% 2q yoq jsnut wepmsAyd ofew pue
usnyed speuioy o ‘uogetIUexs FuLmd W

*QALIR[I TS0

oy £q panredwiosse aq pnoys juoped sfeur

-opau ‘peposu st venisiyd ajeur e ose0 Uy ‘SURD
Askyd uﬁ&om o o3 o) amesyoned opeund i

. 0661499
§%2 QU] DU POUAUDHOIN YOI Udau
- SBUOI I 4ty fo fioyoq UO I Jo KuStay
-~ Sapdinaul DUYS TUDIS] U0 PasD SR o0

v

~tud pu Spondsopy nvis Ay 4af om Jo sy

‘PUO
-sudun oq Aererpotmut [ sdoys ur usas ojd
-oad Bunoy -anbsow sy 030801 pafiggoare oyd
-oad ffe pue pangrjod ApoLs oq progs SRl
“3UUE} 3P 3 18 0P Aq PR S1okRkd W
‘porosudor oq i
Jojrey otp ‘Coys SUf) U1 US98 378 SOUeReTi Uomse)
30 USTIOM J] TUSTIOM JO STUSISINSRAITI 33e; pue
LDUIOM JO] SIIOP M8 01 SLIOTEI S[EW ON I
“paystund puepasot
~Fe aq [[IA AJTLLTE] JO Peat] 943 ‘UODEIOIA JO B0 U]
"sonped SUIPPaA 18 S30UVP PUBISTIUION I
pue $IsnOY I3t} O] uayel ‘ouavul JRORIS] g
“padsarewmdnpoyoid aq s IO Surans
£ Uz SSRIOP Ysem J0UED S Smmox m
“10072q
vﬁggmﬁﬁguﬁ go&ﬁ&mﬂﬁ@ﬂ
JIOY) pue 20104 SNOIFTY 24 0) usye; pue
PAISALIE 5 0} T IFey 3uo] (madoad ‘Pasoye
5q [ STy ULOLISUIY DU (SO ON I
"POUSHOGE A [ SIT ‘ooridioqio
Aure pure sUI001 51230 ‘SHOYS SIPIIOA U] Iy
paystioqesq
o) are Ay ayy ur sdoys o1y pue BUIAF-21 I
“PafiEy 2q spaiq Sutked

Iot30 Aure pue suoaSid o) pure paoyuous 9q

I AQqoty/iqey sk, Peyusaaad oq feni spaiq
i Burderd pue suoodid jo Sudaoy o1 W

“Aysniq 308 preaq uat [mun pato

-suduy pire paisawre oq [ Aoy3 ‘preaq sy Ind
10/pue pasys Suiary punoy st SuoAe I

pouo

-spaduuf 5q [As 1P 3y PUE 9PIYaA 1) ‘punoy

S1ONsERD B J] “panoo] dous sy pue pauosticiu

aq i sadossidogs oy ‘doys T punay st apossed

s Aire 77 sABD AL} UIERIA PRIOJIUC 9q 18NTH

-IONRW SIY T, POGIGOId 218 JSIIUT PUE 30558

‘sMeySoU pUe SSpIYeA Sjejoy ‘sdoys qml
ast0u
Buryew ‘punod s mogboﬁmnﬁnm&o.@
ureyol pue Ao yem ‘Arusp g saeyaq
03 punog-Anp are uswom ) 'dn oty yoid jou
pmoys steaup oyl ‘urow Suiuedwioooe 51 oAy
-B[01 GEW 350 OU pue SUIGIOP SATILIIE pUE
SunemuIns feam USUIOM 93 J1 paysimd spreq
=STY JI3Y) PUE PUNOJ o (s $3810Y 1194} Joans
QU1 UI POAIZRQO I8 URIHOM UDNS 3T “pauosud
U1 94 [ JOALID U] ‘BONRIOIAJO oseo U] ‘ehang
wrepuey 2usn 1sAs watomdn soid 0y 19A0p OU
SBISAOOUN B[R] PUB aonﬁaucogh oLm

”§M§§Q§§§§§§<
3o Suspisalg [RISUSD) R 01 SUIPIOOY

:uejsiueySJy uj s3,uop pue s,oq

Tom
Se JUIYSeY] Ul Abs 1918213 B daey
0] punoq st ‘UeISIUBYIFY Ul USWOM
UO SUONOLNSSI puB ONpuod jo
900 10L13S B $9010JuD 2orjod snoid
-[]oI 3soym ‘(1A JO UONUIAI]
puE JMIA JO UOROWOoI] AP Jo
yuounredaq) FeUNA-fe Uy IeN
BA\ JOOIRIA I Tewy oy ‘smoi3
AS[eA ay) W yiSuans Iyl se
PUE MOU JOB] POYSIABISS U SUI3S
Koweyprus jspuresj-wed s Tuysed
JO uondduUUOod ueqref, SYJ,
"3UOfE 9661 Ul veqre], uof
01 SJUSPIIS ()9 JUSS BSSEIPBUI SIY)
‘posysey pewyy 01 3uIpI00OYy
“JHNSUT STY) WOIJ SFe S19Pes] Ueq!
-[eL, doj [e10A3s pue SJuapiIs 000
punoIe sey esSeIPeW LoUulg 9y,
‘oeIEY ‘UMo) LIouTq ul yeArurep
-S] IWOO[(}-{h-Jellef pue [oeres]
210dIpE JNSNOX NV BIUIe[ im
P31B10SSE APODIIP UD3Q 19AMOY
Sey ‘asesfal SN 19y JYSeY| ut

syueyrw jsTues]-ued pUeqoOS(T JO
I9pea] Arewmn 243 se Surdrows st
Oy ‘POOSEIN] TRUZY BUB[NON

"SIILIM PISYSEY . T O] SN
ysaxy (00’ Susproxd snyy ‘weqrer,
ap apisSuore 1Sy o3 Apoq Jusp
-NIS SIMUD ST JUSS PUR BSSRIPRUI
siy umop Inys beyy -dioy iog
Supyse rew() wox [ed suoydaj
B POAIS3I 3Y ‘L6] Ul TeZRN Wl
Yeayap s.Ueqie], 34} IOV "UeqiyL,
o) 10§ Y3y 0} SIUIPTIS TUeISHYE]
Sunmuoax 107 Jostuedio oidpound
oy os[e st bepq,, “suoisoop ereys
UO 201APE SULISJJO SOPISIq SUONB[SX
[EUONEWIdUT YIM [eap wy Surdjoy
JoMO UeqI[E], Ay} “TeW( YenA
M YOno) JURISUOO Ul St ‘pasyseyq
o1 Suproooe ‘bey [mueg
eue[NOJA ‘Jiosit euebbey wox
woy) Suoure Aueur ‘sesserpelu
aso) Jo spnpord a1e Juyses|
n Sunezodo SIOpUBWILOD YSTef Jif)
JO SO TR} JUIB S 1] "S183s (0F

N\

owos 10§ suonesndde gpo‘sT Suwad
-3ess © pey esserpew o) ‘paoysey
skes ‘6661 Areniged Ul
*SESSRIPBLLIS[[EUS paje
-Ige 71 pue srejoyas Aep 000'T 10§
fooyos yBy e ‘pQg‘T 10§ jooyds Fut
-preoqe sey pue 4 MN UIeles]
RIOYYY U1 I efuebbey pasysey
ssjou ‘sipmoneainq pue sagpnl
‘S1opueuIod Arejqrul ‘soouraoid
91 UT SIOWISAOS URqIe], Se PaAIdS
210U SUSZOP pUe esseIpewi s be
JO sajenpeId omm [NGeY Ul SI9)
-SIUTUI JOUIqEd UeqIEL, SO 15e3]
18 ‘6661 I, "drysiopesy ueqirer, ous
107 punox3 Jururen rofew € oured
-oq — emuebbeyy woolN-n-recg
—— BSSBIPEW 3SOYM JJBUAg pue
A[QUISSSY [euoneN 243 JO I9quIdt
IouLlo} B ‘beH [niureg euemepy
SI IN1f JO Iopeo] juepodun jsow
o1 ‘paaysey 03 Juproooy
"SOILIM PIIYSEY
Jpouad jomog-sod oy 10§

sueySyy JO UONRISUSS MOU B Uren)
0] 219M SESSRIpRW 95a1 ], ‘Sururen
ATejiu pue 193[2ys ‘pooj ‘uonedn
-pa2aIysaaingol UeySyy pue melst
-Yed Sunof paIofgo i1 aIoym ‘ue)
-sonfeq pue (LIMN) SouA0Ig
IoNUOL] UWIGISSA\  YMON
1[2q umyseq 3y} Suoje sesseipeur
3o spapuny dn 3as 03 poutad sy
Pasn I [ ‘IOASMOH,, ‘PoIOUST sem
pue uejsireydyy ur ofox feonrod
Aue udAI3 JoU sem [ Y], UeIsI
-Yed apisul [N [ JO S[ealt ureur sy}
OSfe 210M OUM ‘TUIR|S]-2-qZIH] SJek
-Jeun{I{ pue fue[s[-a-Jeunue[ Jo
dpoy oy yimm pajonpuoo sem Aorod
ueySyy s,ueisnied ‘so8 Ay) Suunp
1ey (000Z ‘s1oystqngd sumey q-1)
E&\ 1gua) Ul SWDDy J0240 MIN

2 puv i) WiDIS] uoqiny j00q

1591%] SIY Ul SITLIM ‘PIDYSEY pewt
-4V ‘siteyge ueySpy uo uadxs pue
isireumnof uelsnyeq 3urpesy v
“Ayred
Teoutjod e own 3t pawing larezey
steyD) ure[nys) eueme Jopes)
s uaym Ajqeoordrnt  pafueyd
JUSWAAOU ST} JO JOORNO 31} Ing
" SI2ADN[3] JO AJUNURLIOD 33 8T]1q
-ow pue spafeq moy diefedod
0) JUSWIDAOW STOIST[a1 Afomd, e Jo
wed se /6] ur weisteq U ysnoy)
JO [00Y2s 1pURqOA(T a4 Sumpoeoid
sesseIpew au3 dn 198 119 [N [ 24T,
"HOTU() JO1A0S AIYMISID 3t JsureSe
JUSIISAOUI  OUB)SISAI  udapIyel
-NJAl UBYSFY 2y} JO SIBAA 2y} O}
Joeq s1ep I(1f Y3 YIm syUT s teqt
-JeL, ‘uejsnyed ur (INf) wresy-rew
-3j(}-2-1eruef AQ Uni sesseapew
Yl W SOJBWISSEP UdQ dAE(
2Iped pue SI9ped] ysref pue ueq!
-[eL, 3 Jo 3sou ‘trede AJojoopy
*00qR) 9IE SOIAOA] TBIg
pue A JsuureyD) A TN M sppuueyo
JUSTWUTRLIAIUD PUE JISNW ‘Poxe[al
I91E[ Sem req oY) YSnoy 1, ‘suoners
-do 1oy Sutuureq pue siojerado 9q
-80 Sunpor)je sopisaq ¢, JIWe[siun,,
se woy) Jutpueiq ‘TreSeuls ui sues|
Surreom sp3 1e J0YS 11182 OS[e PRy
usspiyelnA-[n-1eIel YL
‘sueal Surream Joy L1ed
-o1 TeSeurIg Asnq e ur o] 1oy U1 JOYS
sem 113 e ‘0Fe yoom & Jsnl puy 's30
-Aojdwa yusunoaog s1e)s SuikLres
sasng popreng Apaeay je popny
JIom sopeudId ‘Aep Ixou ayf,
‘TeSeurIs Jo 1eay ay) ul Suipng
JeLIBIONAS 1A AJnoas-ysny o)
Je sopeuald o L] punoie paiy
SJURHIW ystef ‘Apusoas A0
*ADURB)I[IUE JO pasues|d
uaq sey A1 [enided oy jey) wrep

s Juounsaaod oy Sunedou ‘1edeu
-US Ut paoepns osfe sey dnos8 sy J,
‘s1ayenbpeoy oy opisur Jed uape)
-oaso[dxo ue wrer 03 paydwspe
U [0 PlO-Tedd-/ ] ¥ Jusw
-uojue)) ySeqruepeq je sigjenb
-peay sdio) ¢ sAury dys jo
30URTIUD UTEW S} UO YOBE [eprd
-INS B (M UIYSES] Ul 3]0} 20udsaid
S} Opeu uonesTIEd IO yste[ Sy,
drysrapeo| wequrer, ays Jo sBussajq
3y} 2mdss 0} Jeyepuey| paIno)
3 UM 9SE[2I SIY JOIJe SON I3}
pouayy3uons A[Uo POOSBJ "UB)SI
Ed SS0IO SUTU —- WIe[S]-Fetud] )
-3-jefe( — UoResuesIo juared
(1 TeR AprouLIOp)s yste( 3] Yorym
seseIpeut (())‘6 3 Jo syjuapnis Aq
payounej sem EWEQSE uequer,
Yy 906} U "UeqHE], 9Y) pue ysrer
a1 yoq Ioj 9seq [B3L30[03pI pue
snor3rar Areurid o) SWIOY pIdw
Ipueqoa(] Y1 duls ‘A3[eA oy
Ut ASUe)IIUI U0 dUN[JUI PISLIID
-Ul Ue 9ABY 0} punoq aIe ueqiey,
a3 “a010} 1ofew e se dnoiS 1pey
-3 ST} JO OUITIOW A YA
- 1oydoid a1 Jo Awiry 10
‘PEWIIRYOIA] UsTef Pajeo Aimau
sJeyzy oy paSoow usopryel
-NN-N-exie 243 JO suonoey jre
1013e 0s J10W a1y uBredured pey
-3 ojf1s-ueqire], a3 pauoyiSuans
sey sofeisoy oy 10§ ofueyoxd
Ul Jeyzy’ POOSEJA] BURINOJA] 9n50]
~09p1jeNIeH pue Jopesy U JO
asesya1 Jusnbasqns sy) pue reyep
-uey] 0} $18-O1jo Sunpeliy 3y,
“Imuysey] ut Aoue)
-Irux jsturesy-ured SuimoIs3 1sef oy

107 spuopialp Suiked
pouels Sey JIedA 1se|
a1e] ANUNOD 3Y3 payd01
et} JUSPdUT YO IVIN _

18 \&J 733V TIAVZNIN sUodai
“Iwiysey] ur Aouelljiw uo sousnjjul Jleyy

Suigiejua Ajains Inq AMo[s ale ueqie] ay|

CVEERAE SNJ0d SS3ddX3

. U0I}93UU0) egije] ay 1L

AL



A Fine Balanceg,”

Commandments for a Kashmir Policy

NION Home Minister L K

Advani has admitted that the
Centre has opened channels of
communication with Kashmir sepa-
ratists. This is encouraging. For ever
since Sheikh Abdullah was dis-
missed as the Wazir-e-Azam of Jam-
mu and Kashmir in 1953, New Del-
hi’s policies towards the state have
been characterised mainly by ad
hocism and shortsightedness.

After more than ten years of
militancy, during which thousands
of Kashmiris have been killed or
displaced, there is now growing
evidence that the Centre has finally
realised the need for articulating a
serious and well-thought-out
Kashmir policy. The new initiatives
will, however, flounder — like so
many others in the past — if New
Delhi demonstrates the same lack
of sensitivity, subtlety, imagination
and foresight that has been the
mainstay of its Kashmir-related
policies for nearly half a century.

Indeed, there are several axioms,
almost commandments, that must
guide any enlightened move to
bring back peace and normalcy to,
what is arguably, the most vital part
of the Union of India.

First, Kashmir is unique, and must
be dealt with specially. Jammu
and Kashmir’s uniqueness is
obvious for a variety of historical
reasons recognised even by the
Supreme Court, but its singular
importance to the very idea of
India is often forgotten. A Muslim
majority state that voluntarily ac-
ceded to India in 1947 lent tremen-
dous strength to the construction of
India as a vibrant, secular and plu-
ralistic state. The battle, therefore, to
win back the hearts and minds of
the Kashmiri people is critical not
just for the recovery of the ideals
that inspired Indian nationhood,
but central to the war against
obscurantism and fundamentalism.
In other words, Kashmir must no
longer be dealt with the kind of po-
litical ineptitude and bureaucratic
inertia that has often characterised
the Centre’s policies towards many
other states over the last decades.

Second, autonomy must not be
viewed as a dirty word, and an “au-
tonomous” Kashmir could become
a model of cooperative federalism.
It is often not realised that autono-
my is synonymous with devolution
or decentralisation of power. The
demand for greater decentralisation
has been part of the charter of virtu-
ally every Indian political party —
at one time or another. Even if Arti-
cle 370 is restored to its pre-1952
shape, it is still possible to strike a
harmonious balance between the
need to integrate Jammu and Kash-
mir within thesnational mainstream,
wd the state’s demand for au-

By AMITABH MATTOO

tonomous self-governance. If this
balance is struck, Jammu and
Kashmir could become a model of
“co-operative federalism”, a special
model that could be gradually
applied to other states of the Union.

Third, the admission of mistakes is
the first step towards restoring trust
between New Delhi and Kashmir.
Over the years, the Centre has made
a number of appalling mistakes in
Kashmir. Several elections have
been rigged, genuinely elected gov-
emments have been dismissed, pup-
pet-leaders have been installed, and
——in the last decade — the ordinary
Kashmiri has faced tremendous ha-
rassment from security forces. Some
of these mistakes were avoidable,
others inevitable given the complex
situation on the ground. Admission
of these mistakes will not be con-
strued as an expression of guilt, but
will signal a recognition that fresh
initiatives towards Kashmir will be
based on an awareness of past

* Opening lines of communica-
tion with Kashmiri separatists
is a step in the right direction

« New initiatives are needed

to bring back peace and
normalcy

» Kashmir could become a
model for cooperative
federalism

¢ There’s need to restore
Kashmir’s traditional society
based on peaceful coexistence
o Ordinary Kashmiris shouid
not be seen as militants,
separatists or as being
pro-Pakistan
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mistakes and a genuine desire not to
see them repeated.

Fourth, the recovery of Kash-
miriyat is vital to sustained peace.
While there does seem to be a
genuine, all-pervasive, desire within
the state to recover the social capi-
tal lost in the last decade, and to re-
store Kashmir’s traditional society
based on ideas of peaceful coexis-
tence and the common syncretic
identity of Kashmiriyat, the Centre
must make the recovery of this
ethos central to its efforts to build
peace in the state. It is essential,
therefore, to ensure that there is no
division of the state, and especially
not along communal lines. Ensuring
the return of the Kashmiri pandits is
quite obviously also vital for the
resuscitation of Kashmiriyat.

Fifth, ordinary Kashmiris must be
viewed as neither militants nor
separatists nor even as being enam-

oured by Pakis't\an. In\Kashmir to-

day, there is an overwh g senti-
ment against violence, Xrespective
of its origin. Militancy rhay not be

down and out, but it has lost a great
deal of popular legitimacy. Indeed,
there is virtually no enthusiasm or
sympathy for the foreign militants.
Reports that Afghans, belonging to
the dreaded Lashkar-e-Tayyba, may
be dominating the militancy, has
generated deep discomfiture in sig-
nificant sections of the valley. Kash-
miris have always had an uneasy re-
lationship with the Afghans, rooted
in the history of the tyrannical
Afghan rule over the valley.

Similarly, there is an equally
strong disillusionment with Pak-
istan. The political and social
conditions prevailing within Pak-
istan have not gone unnoticed in
the valley. The near total absence
of a civil society, the deep ethnic
conflict in Sindh and other areas,
and the almost Orwellian control
that is exercised in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir, has gradually left a
deep impression on the Kashmiris.
The coup by General Pervez
Musharraf has strengthened the
growing feeling in Kashmir that a
country whose commitment to
democracy is so weak and imperfect
can hardly be a real supporter of
the democratic aspirations of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir.

Sixth, a dialogue between the
Centre and the Kashmiris should be
as inclusive as possible, and no
group or individual must be consid-
ered untouchable. Nor should
any conditions be attached at the
beginning of a dialogue. It is quite
obvious that any negotiations the
Centre conducts can in no way
compromise the unity and integrity
of India. Even separatists realise
this, but any explicit conditionalities
make it difficult for many to make
the initial leap from the streets to
the negotiating table. Similarly,
even militants, who are willing
to give up arms and eschew
violence, should be given a place at
the negotiating table, as must
representatives from minorities and
different regions of the state.

Finally, a dialogue must not be
for merely buying time or for trans-
ferring power to a new leadership,
but for arriving at a modus vivendi
that can ensure long-tetm peace in
the state. It is essential, therefore,
that this dialogue is carried not
through dilettante Track II wallahs,
but by a specially constituted
negotiating team that has the back-
ing of the top political leadership of
the country. A specially constituted
task force on Kashmir may perhaps
be needed to carry out negotiations,
as well as to address other pressing
problems in the state.
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" Enchanted Valley
Selling the Kashmiri Brand

RINAGAR: “Indians not al-

lowed” said a sign some years
ago outside one of this town’s best-
known shops. The sign is long gone,
but the sentiment remains. Not to-
wards the ordinary Indian, but
solely towards the security forces.
Any residual antipathy, however,
does not deter the Indian tourist
whose ebullient presence is once
again being felt in Kashmir. Under
the watchful gaze of security forces
bristling with guns, they disembark
from buses near Dal Lake —
plump women, babies in their arms,
hitch up their saris and leap nimbly
into precariously swaying shikaras
and head out to the picture post-
card houseboats that dot Dal Lake.
The boats themselves have quaint
names — Egypt, Miss England,
Maid of the Mountains, Apollo 11
and Aristotle are some.

The once magnificent lake itself
has gone to seed; thick weeds have
choked its clear waters. Come
morning the lake is abuzz with ac-
tivity. Living on a deck with house-
boat is the leisure tourist’s dream
come true. As you lounge on deck
with a long, cool drink, the snow-
capped peaks in front and the
rhythmic lap of water on the hull,
shikaras glide up offering every-
thing from foreign chocolate to
chilled beer. The washerman
paddles across a while later and
collects your laundry; roving cooks
flit by to whip up whatever your
palate fancies. And, in case of a
fire, the fire brigade shikara will
come skimming to the rescue
across the lake.

One of the most picturesque
characters on the lake is the seed
and bulb seller. “My name is par-
adise”, he says — he has a big clien-
tele in Delhi which he visits every
year. “These are Kashmiri rose
seeds, these are Kashmiri tulip
bulbs, these are Kashmiri daffodils
and these Kashmiri poppies and
peonies,” he tells me. “Do you have
ordinary daffodils?”, T ask. He
looks astonished. “There is no such
thing”, he says with an air of finali-
ty. Investing the most ordinary of
things with a unique ‘Kashmiriyat’
is something that all Valley-
dwellers tend to do. By establishing
the Kashmiri identity of everyday
things, it is almost as if the Kashmiri
seeks to establish his incorruptible
pedigree and the unchallenged su-
periority of the Kashmiri brand.

It is this strong belief in a sepa-
rate Kashmiri identity that puts
him off the militants’ exhortations
to join Pakistan. As Jammu and

By LALITA PANICKER

Kashmir Liberation Front leader
Yaseen Malik says,“We are not ani-
mals, we cannot be apportioned to
either India or Pakistan. Are you
saying that we are not capable of
running our own affairs? Of course,
we understand India’s security con-
cerns but that does not mean that
New Delhi’s dictate should run
here.” The canny local understands
the meaning of the Indian market
and has no time for esoteric visions
of an Islamic paradise. ‘Show me
the money,’ is their motto, as they
move with ease from Kashmir
to other parts of India selling
their merchandise.

It is only when night falls, that the
atmosphere visibly tenses. Even the
lake seems to suppress its ripples
and gurgles. Jumpy and terrified se-
curity personnel begin their search
operations on anyone found on the
roads. My own car was stopped on
numerous occasions but 1 was
spared too much harassment when

IN BRIEF

e All Valley-dwellers have a
strong belief in a separate
Kashmiri identity

 But this does not mean that
they are partial to Pakistan

e The militants and security
forces have leamed to co-exist

e Though the Indian state is
not popular in Kashmir, indian
culture is

it became clear that I was not a lo-
cal. It did help that I had in my
company a retired British diplomat
who would leap out at every stop
and enquire whether the security
men had had a good day and would
wish them khuda hafiz.

In a strange way, the militants
and security men have learned to
co-exist. A prominent local journal-
ist speaks of the symbiotic relation-
ship between the two. Itis not un-
known, he said, for a militant to
slide into a CRPF or BSF bunker at
night to effect the swift exchange of
money for ration rum. Another ex-
ample is that of Srinagar’s posh ho-
tels. Faced with the prospect of zero
occupancy, most hotel owners have
rented out their entire premises to
security personnel or other central
government staff. The militants
take their cut from the hotel owner
and everyone is happy.

If the symbols of the Indian state
are oppressive to the local Kash-
miri, the other symbols of India
definitely are not. Next to Dal

V)4

Lake, the idli-dosa stand does roar-
ing business. At night as [ was sail-
ing back to my houseboat, the si-
lence was suddenly shattered by
two young men in a boat singing a
song from the Hindi blockbuster
Kaho Na Pyaar Hai. Nothing
seems 1o animate the Kashmiri, es-
pecially the women, more than
Bollywood’s filmstars. Starved of
any entertainment barring Door-
darshan and cable whenever it
works, their desire to know more
about the lives of film personalities
has intensified. “Have you really
seen Aishwarya Rai, how lucky you
are, is she really as beautiful as she
looks in her pictures?” asks Akila, a
local television journalist who
bears a startling resemblance to
Waheeda Rehman. Her colleague
Sheba said she thought Sridevi was
the cat’s whiskers and was positive-
ly belligerent when 1 disagreed.

At a recent filmi jamboree com-
prising mainly B-grade Mumbai
stars, the crowds were electrified by
the performances. From Shakti
Kapoor’s less than savoury jokes to
Shilpa Shetty’s by now famous sin-
uous dances, the crowd could not
get enough of it. They stomped,
clapped and sang along, yelling for
encores. It is a different matter that
the local papers blasted the show
the next day, accusing the
organisers of not incorporating an
element of Kashmiri culture. When
I sought to enquire whether local
people really wanted homegrown
cultural fare at a Bollywood
extravaganza, people reluctantly
agreed that they were quite
enthralled by the show.

If women are the most eager to
know about culture elsewhere, it is
because they have been most af-
fected by the oppressively chauvin-
ist fatwas issued by the militants.
The educated among them feel a
deep sense of frustration at their
potential being suppressed. One of
the pioneering NGOs in the state
speaks of the difficulties she faces
in the course of her work with mili-
tants who want the Talibanisation
of women. This, however, is a futile
exercise given the Kashmiri
women’s refreshing refusal to ac-
cept any such imposition, she says.
They are hampered by the conserv-
ative Tules of society, but any at-
tempt to make them follow what is
not part of Kashmiri culture will
come to naught. It is this in-
domitable spirit of Kashmiriyat
that will eventually carry the day. It
is this which the government must
understand and accommodate.
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J&K autonomy package™

| e

By Our Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16. The Congress
(1) has decided to oppose the pro-
posed autonomy package for
Jammu and Kashmir in the State
Assembly. The party's decision
comes in the wake of reports of
the State Government’s plans to
get the autonomy report passed
in the Assembly session starting
from Monday.

The decision to oppose the au-
tonomy package was taken after a
series of meetings among the
Congress(l) president, Mrs. Sonia
Gandhi, the PCC(D) chief, Mr. Sha-
fi Qureshi, the AICC general-sec-
retary in-charge of the State, Mr.
Abmad Patel, Dr. Karan Singh,
Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad, Mr. Man-
gat Ram Sharma and its CLP lead-
er, Mr. Ashok Sharma.

Five years ago, it was the Con-
gress(l) that first hinted at such a
proposition, when the then Prime
Minister, Mr. P. V. Narasimha
Rao, made it clear that as far as
the Congress{l) was concerned
“the sky was the limit" provided
the solution was within the pa-
rameters of the Constitution.

The change in the Congress{l)’s
position has come about because
the party believes that the current
package could end up dividing
the State on communal lines, as
both Jammu and Ladakh have al-
ready opposed the move. Accord-
ing to Mr. Ahmad Patel “the
Congress party is not opposed to
the idea of autonomy but is cer-
tainly opposed to any division on
communal lines”. Mr. Patel also
told The Hindu that his party had
decided to oppose the proposed
move because it had not been
taken into confidence, and the
autonomy committee was packed
with National Conference mem-
bers. The committee was initially
headed by Dr. Karan Singh but he
resigned after a few months and

the Government appointed its
own nominee, and has studiously
avoided taking any of the other
parties into confidence.

The party also believes that the
j&K Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq
Abdullah, has suddenly woken up
to the issue with just a year to go
for the Assembly elections in or-
der to deflect attention from the
rampant corruption, four years of
gross misgovernance and his in-
ability to check militancy.

“This is nothing but an attempt
to hoodwink the people,” says a
senior leader of the party hailing
from the State, In the party's view,
the 1953 accord signed between
Indira Gandhi and Sheikh Abdul-
lah formed the broad parameter
from within which a solution to
the problem could emerge.

According to Congress(l) lead-
ers, the solution can come
through good governance which
the NC Government had “failed”
1o provide. The party believes that
the Chief Minister had frittered
away the atmosphere created by
the Rao Government, which final-
ly paved the way for the Assembly
elections in 1996.

The party’s opposition to the
move may not however amount
to much on the floor of the House
given the fact that it has only six
members in the 86-member J&K
Assembly, while the National
Conference with 62 MLAs enjoys
a brute majority in the House.

Assembly session
may be stormy
By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JUNE 16. The special ses-
sion of the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly which begins here on
Monday to discuss the report of
the State Autonomy Committee
(SAC) is likely to be stormy as the
BJP is against it and the Congress

e

§

members have reservations over
the move. The National Confer-
ence Government has initiated
discussions on the issue, which
the party claims is the only solu-
tion to the 50-year-old Kashmir
tangle. It took the party more than
three years to give a formal shape
to the debate.

Analysts believe that the Farooq
Government was prompted to
push forward the demand for
greater autonomy only after the
Centre divulged its plans to hold
talks with the alienated sections
of society. However, the report of
the Committee constituted in
1997 was tabled in both Houses of
Legislature in March last year.

Announcing the revised calen-
dar of the special session, the
Speaker, Mr. Abdul Ahad Vakil,
said the document has been an
honest exercise. "It is a legal, con-
stitutional and political docu-
ment that has wider ramifications
within and outside the State and
even on the international front,”
Mr. Vakil told newsmen here on
Wednesday.

Mr. Vakil, earlier a member of
the SAC, said that there would be
threadbare discussion among the
members but “it is upto the Gov-
ernment whether or not to adopt
a resolution””.

The session will continue till
june 28. Adequate security ar-
rangements have been made in
and outside the Assembly hall.

The announcement of the spe-
cial session was made by Dr. Fa-
rooq Abdullah during the budget
session in Jammu in March last,
when a resolution was moved by
a private member. Autonomy is
the solution under the given sit-
uation, Dr. Abdullah said adding
that “trilateral talks on the issue
were not possible”. The Centre
should honour the 1952 agree-
ment between Nehru and Sheikh
Abdullah, Dr. Abdullah said.
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WE WILL FULFIL OUR PROMISE: NC

J&K Assembly session on

autonom

By Shujaat Bukhari ‘HD/(

SRINAGAR, JUNE 18. Amid tight se-
curity, the special session of the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
begins here tomorrow to deliber-
ate on the issue of greater autono-
my to the State in the light of State
Autonomy Committee (SAC) re-
port, which has been cleared by
the Cabinet.

The ruling National Conferenc-
e's Legislature Party met here on
Saturday while the erstwhile SAC
members held a detailed meeting

. today to devise floor strategy.

All eyes are on the session with
the NC claiming that it would ful-
fil its promise on the restoration
of autonomy. But the Opposition
is critical of the demswn to hold
the session, saying, "It is meant to
divert attention from its failures.”

| The separatist camp has rejected

the autonomy theory, stressing
on tripartite talks.

The NC, which has 62 members
in the 87-member House (three
seats are vacant), on Saturday
convened a meeting of its MLAs
and MLCs, which was presided

over by t party president and
Chief Minidter, Dr. Farooq Abdul-
lah. The patty discussed the issue
threadbare and also the line to be
adopted in the House, concluding
that “autonomy was the only an-
swer to the present imbroglio™.
The members of the SAC, who
drafted the report which has been

‘sent to the Centre, met today,

with the committee chairman,
Mr. Mohiuddin Shah, in the chair.

Along with the BJP, which has
always opposed any move for au-
tonomy, the Congress(I) has also
made it clear that it would oppose
the demand tooth and nail.

The BJP has seven members in
the House and the Congress(l)
five. The two parties will be joined
by a member each from the Pan-
ther’s Party and the Janata Dal.

The State BJP leader, Mr. Abdur
Rasheed Kabuli, said, “Whenever
the NC becomes weak, it raises
the autonomy issue.”

The four members of the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party and the lone
member of the CPI(M) have sup-
ported the demand. The People’s
Democratic Party (PDP), which

ey

{ Lt ek

y begms today

has two members, has not made
its stand clear.

The PDP president, Mufti Mo-
hammad Sayeed, accused the NC
of sabotaging the dialogue proc-
ess which the Centre had initiated
with Hurriyat leaders.

Though there is no enthusiasm
among the separatists on the
move, they are concerned as the
demand for autonomy, if given le-
gitimacy by the Legislature, may
dilute their stand to a great extent.

The Hurriyat Conference chair-
man, Syed Ali Shah Geelani, who
has been a member of the As-
sembly for three terms, said, “The
session is of no significance as it
does not represent the people.”

In view of the recent militant
attacks, security in and around
the Raj Garh lawns, where the As-
sembly is situated, has been in-
creased.

A senior -police official said a
three-ring security had been
planned. High-rise buildings in
the nearby localities which have
been used by militants to fire
rocket grenades have also been
occupied by security forces.



sliding into trouble

Political games do not improve the J&K scenario

1L the signs are pointing one way: Jdmmu and
Kashmir is slipping deeper into trouble. A spe-
cial session of the State Assemblyto debate the
report of the State Autonosy Comumittee is now being
held. It is hard to imaginé that anything can prevent the
National Conference from using its large majority in the

'Housetoppassa resolution in favour of greater autonony. -

for the state and the accompanying panoply of new titles

cated clearty enough thisiswhathe desires. There are sev-

eral problems here. In alt the years that Abdullah has

gone on about the need for the restoration of the status
quobefore 1953, he has never explainedto the peopleof
the different regions of Jammu and Kashmir why more
power for Sriniagar is the answer to all their prayers. The
factis more autonomy s less essential for their well-being

thangoodgovemanceunderthepr&sentset—tg).Poplﬂar '

for autonomy is still restricted to one part of the

state. Whatever the feelings of the people of the Valley
(and they are as liable today to be sceptical or simply fa-
tigued), the people of Jammu and Ladakh are not per-
suaded itwill be good for them. Leaders of the Ladhakh
Buddhist Association, who are organising a week-long
protest
gar, say theywill be better offwith Union Territory status.
Abdullah’s timing suggests sheer political expedi-
ency rather than genuine conviction. That he has cho-
sen this juncture to press his claims is very revealing
about his motives. No doubt, proper formwasobserved
by obtaining recommendations from a committee but

" litical gamesjni Srinagar.

against the devolution of greater power to Stina- Are’s

the committee was not broad-based enough to i

total confidence. Significantly, its recommendations
were withheld for more than a year. There are two rea-
sons, both linked tothe govemme:lg‘g)orrewrd inof-
fice. One, the retease of Hurriyat rs from jail pre-
sents Abdullah with a political challenge from regional

forcessuch ashe hasnot had to deal with for some time.
" "Fwo, electionsin ayear’s time necessitate astrong politi-
andpowersforstateleadets.FamoqAbdlﬂlahhasindi-. ,

cal platform. With nothing else to show for itself, the
hasdecided tomake a pitch for autonomy. It
may suit the National Conference in the run-up to the

- selections to be seen to be battling the Centre but it also

risks aronsing popular sentimerit within the state which
could become unmanageable. Itwould be Jessof a mas-
quem_deifdlgautonomydemandweremooredtoﬂle
present, instead of the past and to practical needs, in-
stead of rawemotions. )

Ttwill be surprising if any good comes out of the po-
- Meanwhile; with the Army an-
ticipating a fresh influx of militants 3,000 of whom are :
training in camps in Pakistan and POK; it looks like 2
continuation of terrorist violénoe and counter-measures
for Jammu and Kashmir. In the midst of all this the Cen-
peace initiative consisting of the release of some po-
dismayingly to have ended as suddenly as it started. A
DD channel for and about J&K is a good idea but the
Centre seems to have gone on holiday after that. More
and bigger ideas are urgently needed to preventcondi-
tions getting worse.

NI A EXPrREa:
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FAROOQ MOVE ‘A NERVOUS REACTION

Centre wary of debaie/

Q
By Our Special Cortespondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 19. THe Centre is
keeping its fingers ¢ ssed as it
tries to discern the Jhmmu and
Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Fa-
rooq Abdullah’s motives in crank-
ing up “‘the autonomy”’ debate in
the State Assembly. The move, as
of now, is seen as a ‘‘pressure tac-
tic”, though no one is even sure
that the Chief Minister would get
the Assembly to pass any specific
resolution on the “‘autonomy’.
There is also a note of confidence
that the debate would not strain
the National Conference’s ties
with the National Democratic Al-
liance.

The “autonomy debate” move
is seen as Dr. Abdullah's response
— anervous response at that— to
the Centre’s much- tatked about
inclination to start a dialogue
with the “separatist’ groups, in-
cluding the All-Party Hurriyat
Conference. Perhaps the Chief
Minister had concluded that the
Centre was about to dump him.
Obviously the attempts to reas-
sure him have not had the desired
effect. Dr. Abdullah’s public pro-
nouncements, especially those
ridiculing the Hurriyat Confer-
ence leaders’ credentials, have
not been very helpful in creating
an atmosphere conducive for any
kind of dialogue.

Last week when Dr. Abdullah
was here, he was assured by most
responsible quarters that the
Centre would not want to achieve
breakthrough of any kind in the
State behind the Chief Minister’s
back. He was told in no uncertain
terms that the Centre would not
be able to move forward without
the expressed and willing cooper-
ation of the constitutionally-
elected Government in Srinagar.

Against these repeated assur-
ances of continued central sup-
port, Dr. Abdullah’s “autonomy
debate”” move has not been much
appreciated, at least by sections

“in thie Union Home Ministry. In
this view the debate is bound to
be acrimonious and would gener-
ate unnecessary bitterness about
past events.

At the same time the Centre

autonomy d

would be in no mood to oblige the
Chief Minister should be try to get
the State Assembly demand a re-
turn to the pre-1953 status of ties
with “New Delhi”.

Neither the Congress{l) nor the
BJP has found any merit in Dr.
Abdullah’s attempt to revive the
“autonomy” talk. Dr. Abdullah
has already invited a public rebuff
from the Hurriyat leadership on
the question of “‘autonomy’’.

And though the prime ministe-
rial advisers remain sanguine
about the National Conference’s
continued relationship with the
NDA, the “autonomy’ debate is
bound to be resented. For in-
stance, Mr. Chaman Lal Gupta,
Minister of State for Civil Aviation
in the Vajpayee Government, has
already broken ranks to criticise
Dr. Abdullah’s call for greater au-
tonomy.

In a statement issued from

BN

emand

Jammu, Mr. Gupta has terme}i'té

autonomy demand as being
“guided by purely communal and
regional considerations’.

Warning of the “serious reper-
cussions of this music of autono- |
my both for the unity of the State |
as also for the national interest”,
the Union Minister demanded
that “the ruling leaders of the Na-
tional Conference must stop the '
bogey of autonomy which is |
bound to generate mote heat |
than light.” |

Another Union Minister, Mr. |
George Fernandes, reportedly
cautioned Dr. Abdullah. In Patna,
the Defence Minister told report-
ers that, “I am confident that the
National Conference Government
will do nothing at the cost of na-
ity’ and integrity or do ,
anything/that would worsen { ]
volatile situation i

-
E—
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Syed Liaquat All
Leh, June 20

VEN. KUSHOK Bakula, the octogena); )

an head Lama of Ladakh, may be feeling*’

his age, but his zeal to fight for the rights
of the people of this backward region of
Jammu and Kashmir has not died out.

After his 1l-year stint as India's
Ambassador to Mongolia, 84-year-old
Lama has experienced little transforma-
tion in the region since its annexation
with India. He thinks the State and the
Centre had always ignored Ladakh
despite its strategic importance on all
fronts. "I was always unhappy the way
Srinagar and New Delhi looked upon the
people of Ladakh," Bakula said.

Extending his whole-hearted support
for the ongoing agitation in support of a
Union Territory status for Ladakh,
Bakula, a legendary Ladakhi figure,
made it clear that the Buddhists would
not accept anything else.

The week-long agitation has been
launched in protest against the Jammu
and Kashmir Government's move on the
restoration of pre-1953 administrative

status to the State.

"The Ladakhis will not allow the
Nationa} Conference to proceed with the
autonomy move. The Assembly can only
ratify the autonomy report after killing
all of us," Bakula told an LBA-sponsored
meeting on Monday.

Indeed, the Ladakhis' opposition to the
"rule from Srinagar” is traced back to
Bakula's time, when he was a member of
the Kashmir Constituent Assembly. The

Ladakh in ferment

jrre———————_—— e

Buddhist leader then had made it clear
that "the rule from Srinagar was unpalat-
able".

Recalling his days in Srinagar, Bakula
said: "There was not a single example
where Srinagar gave us something with-
out our constant pleading and threat of
agitation."

Asked why the Ladakhis were demand-
ing a Union Territory status instead of
statehood, he said: "Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir is under the direct control of the
federal Government. New Delhi should

? Over our dead bodies’

\{\/\ A K&

take the cue and make Ladakh a Union
Territory, in view of its strategic position.”

Bakula is upset over the policies of the
Central Government on the region.
"Despite the Ladakhis playing a signifi-
cant role in the Kargil war, little acknowl-
edgement came from the Government,"
he said.

The grievances have culminated over
the years, the head Lama said, adding
that” a step-motherly treatment was
meted out to the Buddhists from the time
when Sheikh Abdullah was the head of
the state in the 1950s.

Bakula, who was a Minister and a
Parliamentarian from 1953 to 1976,
lamented that both the State and the
Centre were equally responsible for the
state of affairs in the region. )

He shared the concern of the Ladakhis
that the proposed step for the restoration
of pre-1953 position will destroy the
interests of the indigenous people.

"The Buddhists never believed in vio-
lence. But with the passage of time, we
might not have full control over the
young generation who are heading the
movement,” the Lama said.

THE HINDUSTAN TIME!
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Stormy kick-off to

autonomy

1
HT Cotrespondent
Srinagar, June 20 n’” L
E MUCH—AWAITdD de-
bate on the State Autonomy
Committee report, that calls
for the pre-1953 autonomous sta-
tus of Jammu and Kashmir, began
on a stormy note in the State
Assembly.

The ruling National Conference
passionately backed the restora-
tion of greater autonomy. The NC
felt it was a historic “opportunity
to rectify mistakes of the past”.

For the Opposition, it was a
“ploy to deflect from the real
issues facing the State.”

The Opposition slammed the rul-
ing party for its three-and-a-half
years’ performance; timing of the
special session and on the financial
aspects of the autonomy.

As soon as the House assembled,
BIP legislature party leader Shiv
Charan Gupta and others were on
their toes terming the autonomy
debate a “farce.”

“This is a moment of truth when
the House should debate what mis-

Farooq lashes out
Farooq Abdullah
on Tuesday said
that he “saved

Kashmir®  for
India at the time

when it was

about to say
goodbye to the country.
Intervening  during  the

debate in the Assembly, Dr
Abdullah asked the BJP mem-
bers to recall the militancy
days and told the House that
“they should thank God that I
rescued Kashmir for the coun-
try at that time when it was
about to sound a farewell note
(to India).” Details on page 12

takes were made and what lessons
need to be learnt,” he said.
“Instead we are discussing auton-
omy that can only fuel secession-
ism. And all those who support
secessionism are militants,” he
added. The BJP members later

debate

3- & 54

staged a :v:&hl.

One of them, Ashok Khajuria,
wore a black scarf to demonstrate
what he called a “black day in the
history of Jammu and Kashmir™.

Moulvi Iftikhar Hussain Ansari,
who recently joined the National
Conference, said: “East India com-
pany go back.”

Congress MLAs algo staged a
walkout for different reasons.
They said that the NC-BJP com-
bine was in alliance at the Centre
and here they werc “staging a
drama of opposing each other™.

The tone for the debate was set
by Housing  and Urban
Development Minister Ghulam
Mohi-ud-Din Shah, who headed
the State Autonomy Commitiee
panel that submitted the report in
April last.

“Had the constitutional arrange-
ment stayed in tact, the situation
would not have come to such a
pass today,” he said and highlight-
ed why it was important for the
state to have greater autonomy (o
save Kashmir that had rejected the
two-nation theory in 1947.

fHE HINDUSTAN e
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PROTEST NC DEMAND

Restoring autonomy only
~solution, says Farooq

By Shujaat Bukhari H DA

SRINAGAR, JUNE 20. The Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr.
Farooq Abdullah, today strongly
opposed the division of the State
“on communal lines’ saying it
would lead to national disintegra-
tion. Pointing out that autonomy
was the only solution to the
State’s problems, he said it was
not aimed at weakening the coun-
try but was proposed only to
strengthen State’s relations with
the Union. 2, g)f 5

Speaking dfiring the discussi
on the report of the State Autono-
my Committee in the Assembly,
he said, “Farooq Abdullah and
the National Conference will nev-
er support any division of the
State”. Enraged at the remarks of
the BJP’s Mr. Bali Bhagat that the
NC planned to divide the State in-
to eight parts, the Chief Minister
pointing towards the BJP and
Congress(I) members said, ‘‘you
want to divide the State into four
parts”. “I am talking about con-
verting the existing Line of Con-
trol into an International Border
but you will make Chenab the In-
ternational Border and you can-
not stop India from disintegrating
by doing so,” he charged.

“For 50 years control of Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir has not
been regained and no State Gov-
ernment has stopped the Centre
from doing so,” he said. “During
the Kargil war you (the Centre)
could have liberated PoK and no-
body would have stopped you,”
he told the BJP members.

Reiterating that autonomy was
the only solution to the Kashmir
imbroglio, he said the NC would
take every section of the popula-
tion into confidence on the issue.
On the charges of discrimination
by his Government against the
Jammu and Ladakh regions, he
said during the seven years of
President’s rule in the State Kash-
miris were crushed and no one
uttered a word.

Earlier, the discussion on the
resolution moved by the Law
Minister, Mr. B, L. Handoo, dur-
ing the buglget séssion on April 8
was initiated by the Housing Min-
ister, Mr. Mohiuddin Shah. Con-
trary to expectations there was
little resistance barring a symbol-
ic walkout by members of the BJP
and the Congress(I} when the
Speaker asked Mr. Shah to spe
on the issue.

During his speech, My/ Shah
dwelt on the histori back-

ground of the Kashmir problem,
erosion of autonomy and non-
fulfillment of promises made by
the Centre. Seeking autonomy
was not akin to seeking separa-
tion from India, he said.

The Food Minister, Mr. Ajay
Sadhotra, said the NC under Dr.
Farooq Abdullah enjoyed abso-
lute majority in the House. “The
demand for restoration of auton-
omy is not new. It has been in our
poll manifesto since long,” he
said.

The Congress(I) Chief Whip,
Mr. Ashok Sharma, wanted to
know why the NC had ignored the
issue for 21 years. Accusing the
ruling party of having failed to de-
liver the goods in the State and
attemnpting to divert the people’s
attention, he said it was time to
restore peace. He charged that
the NC was responsible for ero-
sion of autonomy as during its
rule 37 central laws were extend-
ed to the State. Mr. Som Nath of
the Bahujan Samaj Party said the
BJP and the NC were using the
issue for their own political inter-
ests.

The BJP’s Mr. Ashok Khajuria
and Mr. Bali Bhagat opposed the
resolution saying the ruling Na-
tional Conference Government
had no mandate to demand grea-
omy. Mr. Khajuria said
ing party was indirectly
porting the plan of Pakistan’s
nter-Services Intelligence to con-
vert the Ladakh and Jammu re-
gions into Muslim-majority areas.

Left against division
of } & K: Page 13
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By O\yr Special Correspondent

NEW DELNL, JUNE 20. The Left parties
today joined the debate on auton-
omy for Jammu and Kashmir say-
ing that while they favoured
“maximum’ autonomy for the
State within the ambit of Article
370, they would appose any move
to divide the region on “commu-
nal” lines.

They criticised the BJP for ad-
vocating abolition of Article 370
and said it was this sort of “'haw-
kish” talk which had “alienated”
the people of Kashmir. There
were several areas where the au-
tonomy envisaged under Article
370 had been eroded, resulting in
bitterness, and it was important

' to undo that and win back the

confidence of the people.

The CPI(M) said it had consis-
tently taken‘the position that
there was scope for greater auton-
omy within the framework of Arti-
cle 370, and specific areas of
autonomy could be discussed. As
for autonomy for various regions
within the State, the party's polit-
buro member, Mr. Prakash Karat,
said this could be considered
within the parameters of the over-
all State autonomy.

He explained that the first step
should be to restore to the State
the autonomy that had been
“whittled down "~ over the years,
and then move on to regional au-
tonomy within the overall frame-
work of State autonomy. His party
was opposed to any move to split

WLeft against division of J&K .1

up the state on the basis of reli-
gion in the name of regional au-
tonomy.

The CPI(M-L) also came out
strongly against any communal
fragmentation of the State but
supported enhanced autonomy
to Jammu and Ladakh. The party
general secretary, Mr. Dipankar
Bhattacharya, said the systematic
dilution of Article 370 by succes-
sive Governments and the BJP’s
“shrill campaign” for its abolition
were responsible for the alien-
ation.

The CPI national secretary, Mr.
D.Raja, said the accord between
Sheikh Abdullah and Indira
Gandhi could form the basis for
giving greater autonomy to the
State.

T
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BY YUSUF JAMEEL ' &( ’

Srinagar, June 20: People seem e
. indifferent. Politicians are in a disarray.
Secessionists are unimpressed. Amid§t
chaos and utter confusion.over the pun
gent issue, the Jammu-and Kashmir Leg-
islature on Tuesday began formal dis-
cussions on whether to séek for restora-
tion of greater autonomy for the state or

not. .

The week-long special session of the
Legislature will exclusively discuss the
report prepared by the State Autonomy
Commuttee placed on the table of the
House by law and parliamentary affairs

minister Piyarelal Handoo in April

1999.
Recently, the Farooq Abdullah Cabmet
endorsed the recommendations in the

report which ask for repealing almost all*’

those Central laws made applicable to
the state and other constitutional
changes effected after the dismissal and
detention of Sheikh Muhammad Abdul-
tah in August 1953.
‘ The restoration of the “greater autono-
’ to the state was the main plank of

the now ruling National Conference in
September 1996 Assembly elections.

The report has also been sent to the
Centre with the request to set up a minis-
terial eommittee in order to 1mt1ate adia-
logue on the issue.

The Assembly discussion started with
a protest walkout by the BJP members
who accused chief minister Farooq

Abdullah and his party of diverting peo-
ples’ attention from the real issues fac-
ing them. Instead, the Opposition party
wanted the House to discuss what it
called much more important issue of
militancy and its fallout. One of the BIP

members while walking out of the -
"worked out from time to time through
. mutual agreements. He asserted that had

House even remarked: “Those who sup-:
port the idea of greater autonomy are
themselves militants.”
. Former miinister.and Shia cleric-politi-
. cian,Maulvi Iftekhar Hussain Ansari (a
rebel Congress member) retorted: “Do
you (the BJP members) represent mod-
‘ern-day East Indla Company in Kash-
mir?"

“The House w1messed noisy scenés fer

a while but Speaker Abdul Ahad Vakil,
adamant to see the dignity of the House
“was-maintained, advised the agitating
members and others: “Anyone of you
can go out if he or she does not want to
listen to others in a democratic fashion.”
He pledged not to allow the House turn
irito “an orchestra.”

Within half a minute of .their protest
walkout, all the six BJP members were
back in their seats. But it was now the
turn of the Congress members to rise and
lodge a protest. Soon they also walked
out of the House but returned even hur-
riedly than their BJP counterparts to par-
ticipate in the discussion which to the
Speaker was a “healthy sign.”

Opening the discussion, works minis-
ter Gulam Mohiuddin $Shah, the senior-

-most member of the Abdullah govemn-
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-Dogras of Jammu

ment, asserted that he and his co]leagues

were there in the House to play a “his-
torical role.” ,

He recalled how Sheikh Abdullah had
become instrumental in its accession
with the Indian Union on certain condi-
tions laid down in the Constitution and

not this relationship of trust and under-
standing been tempered with after the
Sheikh and his colleagues were impris-
oned in 1953, the situation now prevail-
ing in the state would not have been
there. :

- Replying to the argument that Bud-
dhists of Ladakh,
Kashmiri pandits,

and some other
ethnic groups within the state were not
in favour of the restoration of “greater
autonomy,” Mr Shah said: “We in the

NC have always fought for the equal

rights and opportunities for all the three
regions forming the state and are not suf-
fering from" any rehglous ethnic or
regional bias.”

Mr Shah said. that his party did not
want to undermine the sovereignty and
integrity of the country as some would
wrongly feel but to strengthen it further
which was possible only when the confi-
dence of the people of the state shattered
by various steps taken during the past
fifty years was restored. “We did not
accede to the might of India but it were

the shared values that made us to reject
the Muslim League’s two-nation theory
and join the Indian Union despite being
a Muslim-majority ‘state,” -he added.
However, the accession was conditional

and only defence, foreign affairs and-

communications were the subjects on
which the Centre would have the sover-
eign control, he said: -

Mr Shah,. after readmg out relevant
sections of the Constitution and corre-
spondence between Indian leaders and
their Kashmiri counterparts, insisted that
no amendments in the Constitution
could be made unless approved by the
state Constituent Assembly He added

JJ&K ASSEMBLY SPECIAL SESSION

that this Assembly lost its representa-
tives character with the arrest of Sheikh
Abdullah' and most otlier members
although it continued to be there until
1957. “Whatever was done_later on is
illegal and unconstitutional and it is
these mistakes that we want to rectify in
the interest of the country,” he said.

"He rejected as misgivings the reports

suggesting thatv the: NC government

would use’ its brute majority in the
‘Assembly to enforcé certain restrictions
on the travel into Jammu and Kashmir of
non-state subjects and do away with the
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. “All
these are rumours spread’ by: vested
interests whereas the matter of the fact is

that we ‘want to restore country’s lost
honour,” he said, adding: “India’s head
is lowering in Kashmir today because of
its own mistakes committed in the past
and we want that it walks conceitedly
again.” i .

Referring to the Article 370 of the
Constitution which guarantees a special

status for Jammu and Kashmir, Mr Shah

said that it could nether be abrogated nor

amended. He told the BJP members that

heavens would not fall if greater autono-
my was restored to the state.
While discussing the parameters of the

Partition, Mr Shah said that the people -

of the state could have opted for Pak-
istan in 1947 and
nobody on earth
would have
stopped them
from doing that. Feeling jittery, BJP’s
Ashok Khajuria retorted: “You can do it
now if you so please.” But Mr Shah reit-

-erated that his party did not want con-

frontation with the Centre and wanted
the issue be resolved amicably. Elabo-
rating, he said that with the absolute
majority in the House, the NC could
have got the bill on the restoration of
pre-1953 constitutional status passed

easily but it decided that a discussion

must be started in andoutside the House.
It was also planning to initiate a dialogue
with the Centre on the recommendations
of the committee report. The Farooq

Cabinet has also decided to send a min-

isterial committee to Delhi and various

state capitals for interaction and also to
convene an all-party meeting in Srinagar
later. this month to discuss ‘the issue

threadbare. -

Mr Shah asserted that some of the
Kashmiri youth might have taken up the

“gun after realising how India betrayed

the trust of the people of the state. Even
Sheikh Abdullah and other architects of

the Constitution would not have visu-.

alised the arbitrary changes made there-
to later on against the wishes and aspira-
tion of the people of the state, he added.
But Mr Ashok Sharma of the Congress
disagreed with Mr Shah and said that the
NC was raking up the issue to cover its
own failures on all fronts. He said that
the Kashmiri Muslims had rejected Jin-
nah’s two-nation theory and “we all

have to carry on with that doctrine.” He -

asked why the NC was asking for the
greater autonomy now despite being in
power for almost two decades now. He
added that during the NC rule itself as
many as 37 Central laws,were made
applicable to the state and the charge
that the Congress was responsible for
the erosion in so-called greater autono-
my to the state was false and misleading.
He accused Dr Abdullah and his col-
leagues of betraying the Sheikh’s princi-
ples. “You want to be free of any
accountability. You don’t want Election
Commission here because you”ant to

rig the elections. You want to go scot-

free on other matters also,” he alleged.

To Mr Sharma, the real issues facing

mult as NC tables autonomy report, Srinagar quiet

the state pertain to growing unemploy-
ment, lawlessness, and similar other
hardships. He said that the militancy had
spread to Poonch and Rajouri districts
where there were hardly any militants
around prior to Dr Abdullah’s return to
power in 1996. He insisted that the NC
had got only 5 per cent of the polled
votes; hence could not decide on crucial
issues such as greater autonomy.

Mr Khajuria, the firebrand member of
the BJP, described the Tehrik-e-Hurriyat
(the struggle launched by Sheikh Abdul-
lah and others against the autocratic
Dogra Maharaja in 1931) as “Muslim
communal movement.” He said that the
Sheikh was dismissed and detained in

-1953. probably because he wanted to

jeopardise state’s relationship w1th rest
of the country.

Mr Khajura who was wearing a black
scarf on his head, said that the people of
the state had voted in the September
1996 Assembly elections for the restora-
tion of democracy and not for greater
autonomy as is being claimed by the
NC. He insisted that not only Jammu's
Hindu, Kashmiri pandits and Ladakh’s
Buddhists were against the move but the
Gujjars, Paharis, Shias and Kashmiri
nationalist Muslims were opposing the
idea. He vowed that his party would not
allow the sacrifice made by Shayama
Prasad Mukerjee, “who died for Kash-
mir,” to go in waste.

Several other MLAs also spoke on the
issue.
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RESTORING CONFIDENCE? 3y

IT IS REGRETTABLE that the question of auton-
omy for Jammu and Kashmir, so vital for revers-
ing the alienation of its people, should continue
to be clouded by narrow, partisan and ideolog-
itally sectarian considerations, as the trend of
the ongoing debate in the State Assembly sug-
gests. If the sudden surge in Dr. Farooq Ab-
dullah’s enthusiasm in getting the Legislature
to deliberate on and endorse the more-than-a-
year-old report of the State Autonomy Commit-
tee was coloured by his political and electoral
calculations, the negative response of parties
like the Congress(I) and the ruling National
Conference’s ally (at the Centre), the BJP, has
been no less motivated by similar factors. And
the result: the politicisation of such a vital de-
bate and an acrimonious exchange of accusa-
tions between the main players which
preempted serious and rational discussion on
the substantive autonomy-related issues in the
light of the SAC panel’s report.

i

The demand for autonomy in the case of
Jammu and Kashmir has to be placed in the
context of the nation’s categorical commitment
to a special status for the State under the In-
strument of Accession, the spirit of which is
symbolised in part by Article 370, and the pro-
gressive dilution the special Constitutional
guarantees have suffered over the years for vari-
ous reasons. In essence, the recommendations
of the SAC seek to restore, by and large, the
pre-1953 position. Specifically, it wants inter
alia Parliament’s law-making powers to be re-
stricted to Defence, External Affairs and Com-
munications as also subjects related or ancillary
to them, the State to have its own list of ‘funda-
mental rights’ formulated and incorporated in
its Constitution and the declaration of emer-
gency to be subject to the concurrence of the
State Government which, in turn, will be con-
tingent upon approval by the legislature within
a timeframe. It is nobody’s case that the report
merits unqualified endorsement, and there is a
strong view that the 1975 (Sheikh Abdullah-In-
dira Gandhi) agreement should be the basis for
any autonomy package. Given the organic na-

ture of Centre-State relations in a federal dys-
tem, it would obviously be foolhardy to stick to
any particular cutoff year dogmatically for the
restoration of status quo ante. To be realistic,
any autonomy package has to be a modern or
updated version of the 1952 or 1975 accord —
one that, while respecting the unique political
heritage of the State, recognises the ground re-
alities and coheres with the evolving federal
system. No less imperative is that ‘autonomy’
for the State is seen as part of the decentral-
isation process, with the long neglected region-
al and sub-regional interests getting a slice of
the development cake and securing participa-
tion in governance. It is here that the (truncat-
ed) Regional Autonomy Committee report
which seeks to redraw the district.boundaries
on communal lines portends danger, posing as
it does a serious threat to the State’s secular and
democratic fibre. It was just as well that Dr.
Abdullah came out strongly against any divi-
sion of the State on “communal lines”.

What needs to be realised is that the main
objective of restoring autonomy to Jammu and
Kashmir as originally envisaged in the Constitu-
tion is to restore the confidence of its people
who now stand alienated. This means ‘autono-
my’ initiatives should be consistent with and
complementary to the Centre’s calibrated
moves to engage the Hurriyat leadership in ne-
gotiations for a possible political solution. Giv-
en the commonality of objectives, it is as much
the responsibility of the BJP-led NDA regime at
the Centre as of the Farooq Abdullah Govern-
ment to ensure cohesion and coherence in the
policy framework (comprising these two com-
ponents) aimed at ending the alienation; after
all, Dr. Abdullah’s National Conference is a
constituent of the NDA. As long as the BJP con-
tinues to swear by its ‘ideological* commitment
to the abrogation of Article 370 — something
that has in fact heightened the Kashmiris’ sense
of alienation — the sincerity of the NDA re |
gime's initiatives designed to win them over, ‘w
and, in an extended sense, find a political solu- ’
tion is bound to be viewed with scepticism. /!
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esponsible autonom
amm d hmir chief ministef Farooq. Abdullah is
clearly on § collision course with the Bharatiya Janata
Party. The ijigredients of the state autonomy committee’s
report, presently under the consideration of Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly, predicthbly have the BIJP up in arms with its func-
tionaries declaring)that they will oppose “tooth and nail” any
efforts to divide the State. The state autonomy report does not
propose a division of the state. Instead it speaks for more auton-
omy, suggesting a special and not temporary status for Article
370 and a reversal of the old formula whereby the centre has
jurisdiction on the state only in matters of external affairs,
defence and communications. This has invited a strong reaction
from the BJP which has always stood for the abrogation of Arti-
cle 370. Interestingly the state autonomy report is not a bad doc-
ument. It provides for a return to a pre-1952 special status which
is as close as a government within India can get to the demand for
independence. If it had been prepared and introduced shortly
after the National Conference came to power in the state, Jammu
and Kashmir might have steered a different course altogether.
Unfortunately Dr Abdullah sat on the report even after it was
submitted with the result that its sudden emergence on the scene
has raised doubts about his intent. Perhaps the one obvious fault
with the report is the tendency to view state history from the
National Conference point of view. And to make recommenda-
tions that will really facilitate the establishment of a virtually
authoritarian regime in the state. But this is not reason enough to
throw the suggestions out of the window as even the Congress
and other political parties seem to be doing, but to actually sit
across the table and amend the report to a point where its recom-
mendations make for responsible and democratic autonomy.
Unfortunately in their desire to score a political point the Con-
gress and other parties have refused to even look at the docu-
ment, and have sent out an impression that like the BJP they too
are not particularly keen to see an autonomous Jammu and Kash-
mir. Significantly both Dr Abdullah and the BJP have spoken out
against the trifurcation of Jammu and Kashmir. However, the
National Conference has got together a regional autonomy report
which suggests precisely this. Prepared hastily to negate detailed
work done on the subject by the official committee under Mr Bal-
raj Puri, this brief report basically endorses the setting up of sep-
arate regions within Jammu and Kashmir based on religious affil-
iations. It recommends the division of Ladakh and Jammu along
religious lines completely setting aside earlier recommendations
that the economically backward criteria should be followed to set
up autonomous zones with a view to getting these more financial
aid. The RSS on its own has admitted to not being averse to the
religious division of Jammu and Kashmir. And it is these pro-
nouncements that are sinister and dangerous, for the real partition
will not come from autonomy but through religious autonomy.
Alongside a study by a US-based think tank, the Kashmir Study
group is also floating in the Valley to suggest similar religious
based division of the state to the point where it also proposes
migration of population where necessary. The BJP, however,
seems to have set its sights only on the first state autonomy report
which is well within the parameters of the Indian Constitution.
And for some reason has chosen not to react to the second report
which has been circulated to the members of the Assembly and
others. Obviously those participating in the discussion in Srina-
gar these days have either not bothered to inform themselves
about the issues- at stake, or have deliberately decided to use
" seleétive information to perpetuate their own vested interests.
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Farooq seeks ational debate

h W0

By Shujaat Bukhari §. 0} *
SRINAGAR, JUNE 21. The Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr.
Farooq Abdullah, today said the
National Conference wanted a
national debate on the issue of
restoring autonomy to the State.

Speaking in the Assembly on
the second day of the discussion
on the State Autonomy Commit-
tee report, he said, “we can pass
the resolution right now as we
have absolute majority in the
House but we want a thorough
discussion over it so that everybo-
dy can have his viewpoint.”

To a remark by an Opposition
member, the Chief Minister said,
“we are not anti-Indian. We are
far better citizens than you.” Dr.
Abdullah told the Opposition
members, “if you feel our argu-
ment is wrong, you are free to tell
us.” Mr. Abdur Raheem Rather, a
senior NC member and State
Ministet, said the party was ready
to make any sacrifice for restora-
tion of greater autonomy.

“Even if the Centre stops funds
to the State we will continue to
demand for the restoration of au-
tonomy in order to uphold the
dignity and honour of the peo-
ple,” he said.

Seeking to allay fears on the is-
sue, which he alleged, were being
spread by parties such as the BJP
and the Congress(I), Mr. Rather

The J&K Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah (rlglmt), reacts to protests from Congress(l) MLAs (left)

in the Assembly over the autonomy resolution on Wednesday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

said, “‘it is not for the first time the
NC is demanding autonomy. It
has always been top priority.”

On not including any Opposi-
tion party member in the SAC,
Mr. Rather said, “‘it was the de-
mand of the NC. How could we
accommodate a member who
would oppose the demand and
not allow its completion?” The In-
formation Minister, Mr. Ajatsha-
tru Singh, grandson of the late
Maharaja Hari Singh who signed
the instrument of accession with
the Indian Union, said, “my
grandfather wanted J&K to be an
independent State but it could
not be due to the invasion of Pa-
Kistani tribals in 1947.”

The Minister of State for Agri-
culture, Mr. T. Namgayal, who

represents Nobra (Leh) segment
in the Assembly, said Ladakhis
supported the demand for auton-
omy and that those talking about
separation were doing it for their
“petty vested interests”.

The NC’s Mr. Mohammad Shafi
Bhat pointed out that Jawaharlal
Nehru had assured the Kashmiris
that they would be allowed to de-
cide their future and also took the
issue to the United Nations. Hi s
colleague, Mr. G. M. Bawan, also
supported the demand.

Though supporting autonomy,
the People’s Democratic Party
legislator, Mr. A. R. Veeri, said it
was better to have a dialogue with
the alienated people as violence
in the State had assumed alarm-
ing proportions. “If the State and

Central Governments are sincere
they should extend a formal in-
vitation to the Hurriyat Confer-
ence leaders to discuss the issue,”/
he said. Chowdary Piara Sir:gl(
and Mr. Hans Raj Dogra of the
BJP, Mr. T. Dorjey of the Congress
(I) and the Awami League’s Mr.
Kukka Parrey were among those
who opposed the resolution.

‘Questionable goals’
UNI reports from Washington:
The Indo-American Kashmir
Forum, an organisation of U.S.-
based Kashmiri Pandits, has ex-
pressed alarm at the Jammu and
Kashmir Government’s move to
adopt a resolution seeking resto-
ration of autonomy.
BJP, NC contradictions
come to the fore — Page 13




/ 'ASSEMBLY MAY NOT PASS RESOLUTION RIGHT NOW’

Farooq meets PM, seeks

&

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, JUNE 22. The Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister,\Dr. Farooq Abdullah, met the
Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, today and
apprised him with the course of the “autono-
my debate” in the State Assembly. Though
there has been no official word on as to what
transpired between the two during the one-to-
one meeting, it is befieved that the Centre had
not rejected out of hand the Chief Minister’s
suggestion that perhaps a group of Central
Ministers could be formed to examine the

“autonomy” demand. 9, & < 5 Vo
H later talking to r rt%r tsid

owever, later talking to reporters outside
the Prime Minister’s residence, the Chief Min-
ister was vocal and assertive in defending the
National Conference’s demand for “autono-
my”. At the same time, Dr. Abdullab hinted
that the Assembly may not pass a resolution,
as of now, even though the Assembly is to con-
tinue its debate till Monday.

“We have asked the Centre to form a minis-
terial committee to discuss the pros and cons
of the resolution besides holding discussion
with other State Governments,” Dr. Abdullah
observed. He made out a general case for a
more federal structure and pointed out that
almost all the States wanted greater say in
their affairs, political and financial.

The Vajpayee Government, so far, has not
opted to take a hostile view of the autonomy
debate. Unlike the BJP, the Government is not
unmindful of Dr. Abdullah’s political compul-
sions. As it is, @ section of the bureaucracy
dealing with Jammu and Kashmir is inclined
to believe that the Centre should have no diffi-
culty in agreeing to the Chief Minister's expec-
tation. This section is mindful that the Centre,
especially during the Narasimha Rao regime,
did talk of autonomy, and that was one of the
reasons that persuaded the National Confer-
ence to participate in the Assembly elections
in 1996. Earlier speaking at a function to mark
the inauguration of a zonal office of the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Bank here, Dr. Abdullah as-

The J&K Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq
Abdullah, outside the Prime Minister’s
residence after meeting him in New Delhi
on Thursday. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

serted that autonomy was the only solution,
and he was confident that there would no “di-
sastrous’ outcome of this demand.

Perhaps unwittingly, Dr. Abdullah revealed
his political strategy when he sought to justify
the autonomy demand in terms of the Cen-
tre’s newly-declared willingness to talk about
the future of Jammu and Kashmir with “our
own people”. His argument was that if the
Centre could think in terms of opening a dia-
logue with the All-Party Hurriyat Conference,
which had been openly calling for secession,
and with other leaders such as Mr. Yasin Ma-
lik, who had been asking for “azadi” (free-
dom), why could not his party demand
autonomy. He asserted that the demand was
not to be at the cost of ‘“national integration”.

‘NC not scuttling talks

with separatists’
By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JUNE;22. The ruling National Confer-
ence (NC) today gave a new twist to the ongo-
ing debate in the State Assembly on the

. Mministerial commlttee

autonomy issue, saying the proposed dialogue
of the Center with separatists was aimed at
sabotaging the party’s move to get greater au-
tonomy restored.

The party leadership was unanimous that in
case the Centre wanted to negotiate on “'aza-
di”’ (freedom) with the separatists, it had no
objection. One of the leaders even justified
armed struggle, saying “where the verdict of
the ballot is rejected, there is no option with-
out the gun”’.

The Agriculture Minister, Chowdary Mo-
hammad Ramzan, rejected the theory that the
NC was demanding autonomy to scuitle the
proposed dialogue with separatists, including
the Hurriyat Conference.

He said “‘dialogue with the Hurriyat is aimed
at sabotaging autonomy for which the people
have given a clear verdict in 1996 by returning
the NC to power with absolute majority””.

Attacking previous Central governments as
also the present BJP-led Government, Mr.
Ramzan wanted to know ‘“‘what was going on
behind the scenes”. When the Union Home
Minister, Mr. LK. Advani, talks about trifurca-
tion, and one Hurriyat leader echoes these
views, there seems to be something behind the
scenes, he implied.

“If you have plans to divide the State on
ethnic and religious bases, we will fight it tooth
and nail,”” Mr. Ramzan told the BJP members.
Mr. Ramzan said the present session is of ex-
traordinary importance and will change the
subcontinent’s political face.

The Education Minister, Mohammad Shafi,
said: “Where the verdict of the ballot is reject-
ed, there is no option without the gun.” Justi-
fying militancy, he said democratic demands
cannot be suppressed by force.

Mr. Shafi said it is a question of credibility of
the Indian nation as “three Prime Ministers
have promised autonomy to Jammu and Kash-
mir in the last 10 years”.

More reports on Pagi

THE HINEY

3 UN2D




‘Autonomy will
internatlonalise
Kashmir issuey

By Our Spec1al Correspondgnt

NEW DELHI, JUNE 22. 1he\'g)ongress
(1) today said that the way in
which the Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister, Dr. Faroog Abdul-
lah, and the Centre were handling
the autonomy issue “could lead
to the internationalisation of the
Kashmir issue”.

Accusing the Centre and Dr.
Abdullah of being totally at odds
on such a sensitive matter, the
party spokesman, Mr. Anil Shas-
tri, urged the Prime Minister to
come forward and spell out the
Government's stand.

Mr. Shastri criticised the NDA
for totally being “out of sync” not
only the Kashmir issue, but also
on Dr. Abdullah’s suggestion of a
debate on the autonomy.

“They are partners in the Gov-
ernment. Yet both the parties
have adopted different stand,” he
said.

Mr. Shastri urged the NDA al-
lies to spell out their stand on Dr.
Abdullah’s suggestion of greater
autonomy to the States.

“The nation must know the
Government’s stand. So far only
one unit has reacted,” Mr. Shastri
said, referring to the opposition of
the Statr unit of the BJP to the au-
tonomy package.

o Résto
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By Shujaat Bukhani)I

SRINAGAR, JUNE 22. Firebrand Na-
tional Conference leader and
the Agriculture Minister in the Fa-
rooq Abdullah Cabinet, Chow-
dary Mohammad Ramzan, today
rejected allegations that rigging in
the 1987 elections was the cause
for the present turmoil in the
State, saying the Kashmir prob-
lem has been there for the last 47
years. He held constitutional bun-
glings responsible for the unrest.
Participating in the third day’s
debate on the autonomy issue in
the Assembly, he said NC workers
are being killed just because they
want to be part of India and still
“our credentials are doubted”.
Responding to  Opposition
members on controlling militan-
cy, Mr. Ramzan said it is the Army
and BSF which were responsible
for militancy; for, how else could
militants infiltrate from Pakistan
and anti-aircraft guns be reco-
vered near Kupwara helipad. Au-
tonomy needs to restored in order
to restore confidence in the Indi-
an democratic system. “We shall
have to roll back to the 1953 sta-
tus in order to fulfill the aspira-
tions of the people,” he said.
The Education Minister, Mo-
hammad Shafi, said in the 21st
century “'internal conflicts are be-

store autonomy
nd confidence: NC

‘é\/q,“ﬂng resolved thr’ét?gh f\ederal and

confedral means”. He wanted Ar-
ticle 370 to be restored in letter
and spirit and “‘we have started
the process of reconciliation
through autonomy’'.

Mr. Sadiq Ali, also of the NC,
told the BJP and Congress(l)
members, You are Indians by
compulsion we are Indian by
choice.” He said there are still res-
olutions about Kashmir in the
United Nations which the United
Sates could use to blackmail any
time; so ‘‘it is better to restore au-
tonomy — the only workable so-
lution’".

Panther’s Party member, Mr.
Harsh Dev Singh, described the
State  Autonomy  Committee
{SAC) report as the “most contro-
versial document of the century”.
He termed it a threat to the sover-
eignty of India.

Session extended

According to the Secretary of
the Assembly, Mr. Igbal Ganai,
the special Assembly session has
been extended till Monday. He
said the session may be further
extended till Tuesday to continue
the discussions on the SAC report.
As per the earlier schedule the
session was to be adjourned on
Saturday

T
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Abdullah and battle for Kashmiri minds

THE proposals put forward for greater autonomy for
Kashmir are misconceived. They send out wrong signals to
militants about the will of the Indian state to fight subversive
activities. By asking for special status it seeks to further alien-
ate Kashmir from the national mainstream. It is Farooq
Abdullah’s duty as head of a constitutionally elected govern-
ment, to assist integration. What he has done, on the contrary,

and then calling for a national debate. His objective seems to
be to entrench his personal position, which on his perfor-
mance, is undeserved. The Kashmir issue is not only about
security, important though it is. Militancy must be met
uncompromisingly, and Pakistan’s attempts at international-
ising the issue must be marginalised. Given the international
climate India is not badly placed to get its point across. But
meeting militancy and isolating Pakistan is not enough. What
lies beyond that is winning the battle for the mind of Kashmir.

There are differing perceptions about how far and in what
numbers Kashmiris are alienated from the national political
establishment. But it is clear that there is some disaffection,
which must be addressed. Those who represent Kashmiri pub-
lic opinion are best placed to do that. Not people in Delhi. But
Farooq Abdullah who should be in a position to facilitate a
political process has other ideas concerned with his own inter-
ests. Questions of identity and emotional belonging within
political structures are complex. Community affiliation is one
of the axes that frame these. But it should be remembered
that many Kashmiris probably understand the benefits of
being with a liberal democracy, however flawed, rather than
be with a country where personal liberty and economic oppor-
tunity are constricted. Unfortunately, Abdullah keeps harping
on the autonomy issue to scuttle the prospects of a dialogue
between the Hurriyat and the Centre. But all parties have a
role, Abdullah must be made to realise that.

is to fan the autonomy issue by debating it in the assembly,

|
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T/ APHC agaihst

W division on

ytommunal lines

By Our Special Correspondent

SRINAGAR, JUNE 22. The All-Party
Hurriyat Conference (APHC) to-

day rejected the proposal of Unit- -

ed States-based Kashmir Study
Group (KSG) as one of the solu-
tions to the problem and dismis-
sed autonomy as a non- issue for
Kashmiris. Senior APHC execu-
tive member, Mr. Abdul Gani
Lone, said that KSG proposal
which is for a division of the State
on communal lines with river
Chenab as border is not accept-
able to the Hurriyat. Though Mr.
Lone said that the architect of the
proposal, Mr. Farooq Kathwari, a
US-based businessman had three
meetings with him, the proposal
did not come up for discussions
with the APHC. =y

“Many proposals come up but
we are only for tripartite talks be-
tween India, Pakistan and Kash-
mirjs first. Only then can the
proposals be discussed. We are
not going to give any solution till a
dialogue takes place between all
the three parties,” he told a news

conference here today. /EK ‘
1’; vern-

Blaming the Central
ment for adopting double stan-
dards, he said on one hand the
Union Home Minister, Mr. LK.
Advani, is talking about dialogue,
and on the other, the pro- active
policy is being pursued to “kill the
innocent people of Kashmir”.

Mr. Lone denied that he had
any meeting with Prime Minis-
ter’s Principal Secretary, Mr. Bra-
jesh Mishra, nor any other senior
level official in Delhi recently.



4. Y hold the key to the for-
tunes of major political parties
as does the Calcutta Municipal
Corporation poll this time
around. This city has been the
protagonist of much drama and
once again it is poised to play a
similar role come Sunday.

For Trinamul Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee, the CMC
poll is the dress rehearsal for
the assembly elections slated
for next year — as if a victory
here gives her the passport to
rule the state.

State CPI(M) secretary Anil
Biswas affirms that the poll has
a twofold significance — nation-
al and local. “Calcutta is the
biggest municipal corporation
in the country, with about 12
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million voters, and the election
to the civic board will have
national repercussions. The
Left Front will fight the poll on
political and development
issues. This time its local signif-
icance stems from the fact that
after a long time the Trinamul
Congress is out to use terror as
its main electoral tractic,” he
says.

Until now, the battle for
Calcutta has been between the
two traditional rivals — the
Left Front and the Congress —
with the former pipping the
opposition at the post because
of its superior organisational
skill and much better perfor-
mance than that of previous
Congress boards when the |
Corporation became synony- |
mous with downright thievery.
It then earned the sobriquet of
chorporation.

The inclusion of 41 wards
from the semi-developed munic-
ipal areas of Jadavpur and
Garden Reach helped the Left
Front consolidate its position,
as a sizable number of voters of
the city proper have displayed
an allergy towards Left ideolo-
gy. But the emergence of Miss
Banerjee, who split the

Conorecs and farmad har Aam

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

LONDON, June 22. — The
Centre is not against giving
autonomy to Jammu and
Kashmir, the Union home min-
ister said here today. ,
Mr LK Advani said the J&K
chief minister, Dr Farooq
Abdullah, had discussed the
issue with him before he left
for Israel, France and Britain.
“We've received a report on
the autonomy. The matter is
being debated in the state
assembly. When we consider
the report, the Assembly’s view
will be kept in mind,” he said.
“Today India is a highly cen-
tralised state. There’s a case
for devolution of power to the
states. Our government is not
against the autonomy demand
as J&K is already enjoying a
special status. Whatever deci-
sion is taken by the Centre
should lead to establishment of
peace in the state,”, Mr Advani
said.
Replying to questions, he said

“the dialogue with Hurriyat

leaders hadn’t been put on the
back burner. “We're willing to
discuss grievances of the peo-
ple, whether they are in J&K,
the North-east, or Assam pro-
vided they give up arms ...,” he
said.

Asked about the Bofors case,
he said the CBI was “pursuing”
it. “We'’re hopeful that some-
thing will come out of it.”
Farooq: Earlier in Delhi, Dr
Abdullah said his demand was
essentially for economic auton-
omy. It was within the consti-
tution’s framework, adds.SNS.

“I'm not the first to make the
demand,” he said. “Mr Jyoti
Basu was the first who talked

about more powers to the

state.” Even the NDA’s mani-
festo had promised more pow-
ers to states, Dr Abdullah said.

His statements came after he

to J&K

met Mr Atal Behari Vajpaye¢
for half an hour at the Prime
Minister’s home in Delhi. D
Abdullah said the J&K Houst
would debate the autonom)
committee’s report but would
n’t vote on its recommenda
tions.

He iterated his demand for :
national debate on autonom;
and insisted the press had no
been reporting developments ir
J&K accurately.

“I'll be the last man and the
National Conference the last
party to stop the democratic
process,” he said, clarifying
that the autonomy debate was
not in response to the Centre’s
efforts to talk to Hurriyat lead-

ers.

“To say that the NC was try-
ing to stall the proposed talks
is wrong. It's for the govern-
ment of India to decide who it
wished to talk to, why and
how.”

Dr Abdullah declared J&K
will remain part of India —
with or without autonomy.

The autonomy committee rec-
ommendations are:

® Matters in the Union list
pnot connected with defence,
external affairs and communi-
cation and/or ancjllary thereto
biit made applicable, should be
excluded from application to
the state.

B All modifications made in
Article 246 regarding the state
subsequent to the 1950 order
should be rescinded.

W Articles 248, 249, 250 and
261 should be omitted in rela-
tion to the state.

B As in 1950 and 1954, the
State and Concurrent Lists
should not be applicable to the
state.

B Article 254 should be
restored to its pre-1954 posi-
tion with regard to J&K.

® See AUTONOMY: page 8




§&K cannot be
divided, says

Hurriyat leader

HT Correspondent 0
Srinagar, June 22 Mf\’ \ 0/
\
LL PARTIES Hurriyat
Aﬁonference senior leader
bdul Ghani Lone on
Thursday claimed that the party
had an “ideal solution to the
Kashmir crisis, but wouldn’t reveal
it till three parties — India,
Pakistan and the Hurriyat — sit
across the table.”

That situation can emerge only if
the Government of India concedes
that Kashmir is a disputed territo-
ry and agrees to tripartite talks.

While addressing a Press confer-
ence, Mr Lone said the Hurriyat
did not support any move to trifur-
cate state and again rejected
autonomy as a solution to
Kashmir.

Regarding any dialogue with the
Centre, Mr Lone
denied that there
was any commu-
nication between
the two sides. He
said that the dialogue offer
appeared to be a sham and a cover
to “the continuing custodial
killings”.

He also announced that the
Hurriyat may call an indefinite
general strike or organise a peo-
ple’s march to protest against these
custodial deaths.

Mr Lone said that the Hurriyat
had prevailed upon Jammu
Kashmir Liberation Front chair-
man Mohammad Yasin Malik to
postpone his indefinite hunger
strike till July 13.

Mr Lone said that for the
Hurrlyat, Jammu and Kashmir was
a single entity and could not be
divided.

He said that autonomy was never
an issue with the people of
Kashmir.

He said the current “freedom
struggle” started in 1988, a time
when substantial amount of auton-
omy already existed. This
explained why autonomy was a

Debate on J-K
autonomy

bnon-issue for the Kashmiris, he

added. But he disagreed that the
“grosion of autonomy led to the
urrent turmoil in the Kashmir
alley".

Mr Lone said that the Hurriyat's
stand was clear: Kashmir was a dis-
puted territory. It was neither part
of India nor Pakistan.

To him, the talks within the limi
of the Indian Constitution me
“denial of dialogue, for our w
struggle is against theyConstitgition
of India”.

Noisy scenes in Hous¢;

nious scenes were witnessed in the
Asembly today as Opposition BIP
and ruling National Conference
leaders were involved in heated
exchanges forcing the chair to
adjourn the assembly before
schedule close.
“When ballots are not respected,
then guns start
booming and this
is what we are see-
ing today”, said
Education Min-
ister Mohammad Shafi Uri, who
wanted India to utilise the "window
of opportunity” by restoring auton-
omy to Jammu and Kashmir.

While Shafi presented the hor-
rors of non-fulfilment of promises
in the course of his arguments for
the early restoration of greater
autonomy to win hearts of the peo-
ple, Panthers Party leader Harsh
Dev Singh tore apart all arguments
in defence of autonomy playing on
his legal knowledge and rhetoric.
He described the State Autonomy
Committee report as "the most
controversial document of the cen-
tury".

Mr Singh wondered for whom
the National Conference was ask-
ing for autonomy when the people
in none of the regions were sup-
porting the idea.

"If you call yourselves Indians",
he asked of the Treasury Benches,
"why don't you seek full integration
of india. The country holds best
hope for all the faiths".
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0 gets pieces of the pie?

A good autonomy package should give more power to the people at the

X/

grassroots level irrespective of ethnic and regional distinctions, argues M.K. TIXKU

CHARMING fallacy, variously
A;‘)ackaged and promoted, is current-

y making the rounds of the political
marketplace. Greater autonomy. This is
being touted as a one-shot solution to the
Kashmir conundrum.

This means that violence will end, mili-
tancy will disappear and everything will be
honky dory once the State has received a
high degree of constitutional autonomy.
Indeed, nothing could be farther from the
truth.

To question this view is not an argument
against the merits of greater devolution and
more autonomy per se. All one can says is:
By all means, take it. But do subject it two
basic considerations. First, don't let
the autonomy debate be used to cover
up the other factors (read failures)
that have contributed in the build-up §
to the mess in Kashmir. Second,
before buying a perticular autonomy B8
package, put it to the Gandhian test by §
asking how and to what extent it would
benefit the State’s population.

The State Autonomy Report, which |
is currently the subject of heated argu- [l
ments in the Assembly and agitated
articulations in two of the three
regions of the State, does not make
the grade on either count. One major
limitation of the report is that it is too
much of a party document, tailor-
made to suit the National
Conference’s own pursuit of power. That
should not be surprising. The birth-marks
of the report would have made that pre-
dictable.

The report was prepared under the super-
vision of a senior party colleague of Farooq
Abdullah after the chairman of the autono-
my panel had resigned mid-way. It was pre-
pared with a minimum level of consultation
with various segments of the State’s popu-
lation — and remained little debated until
the special session of the State Assembly
this week.

What is surprising is how could a report of
this nature be so insensitive — as the out-
burst of protests this week have demon-
strated — to the concerns of significant seg-
ments of the State’s population, north and
south of the Valley? There is some validity
in the argument that the report is meant to

serve as a bargaining factor with the
Centre. In fact, the report almost remaincd
untalked mbout for a whole year, when it
was sudde:nly taken out of the closet as
talks with the Hurriyat leaders began to
appear as a distinct possibility early this
year. : ;

For som, this might revive an ofd memo-
ry: for insitance, the manner in which V. P.
Singh instantly retrieved the Mandal
Commissiion Report once he found himself
caught in a tight corner. Thus, the autono-

my report has since been sought to be put
on top of the agenda with a fresh sense of
urgency.

It woulld be useful to recall that when
Sheikh .Abdullah insisted on going back to
the pre-1953 constitutional position as the
basic premise for talks with the Centre in
the early Seventies, he had an important
personal point to make, Since he had
been removed from power in 1953, he

insisted. on reverting to that year as a defin-

ing lamdmark for a settlement with the
Centre.

The $heikh was soon persuaded to com-.

prehend the argument that everything that
had happened in the State in the interven-
ing vea rs need not be seen as evil. Instead,
he showld take a fresh look, and cull out
whatever he found was not acceptable. It
was th-us that G. Parthasarathy and Mirza

Afzal Beg spent months poring over vari-
ous laws and enactments, and arguing over
them back and forth before the Accord of
1975 was hammered out.

Tt is understandable if the Hurriyat
groups scek to run down the Accord, but it
is amazing that the Sheikh’s own party and
“successor regime” should turn away from
it on the specious plea that it has not
worked. What has not worked is that suc-
cessive governments in their pursuit of
power and its perpetuation have simply for-
gotten about giving the people a caring and
clean administration, a transparent govern-
ment with adequate space for political dis-
sent and fair elections.

This is not to suggest that the prob-
lem in Kashmir is all about electoral
rigging, administrative corruption and
misgovernance. But these have been
hugely contributing factors in the cur-
rent crises. And over the decades, the
Centre is seen as a passive party in the
misfeasance.

To pretend that the problems
good governance would disappear
once the governor has been replaced
by a Sadar-i-Riyasat, or the Election
Commission robbed of its jurisdiction
to conduct the clections, or the
Supreme Court debarred from hear-
ing a Kashmiri’s petition, is worse than
| missing the wood for trees. Critics of

the autonomy report have a point
when they say that it is not about empower-
ing the people; it would end up empower-
ing those who are already in power.

They fear that it would diminish localised
accountability even further, narrow the
space for democratic dissent, and entrench
those in power. In the past, democratic
debate and dissent have almost always been
hostage to the ruling elite in the State,
especially in the Valley.

A good autonomy package should pro-
vide a formula for giving more power to
people at the grassroots cutting across cth-
nic and regional distinctions. What the
report seems  to have donc is 1o
deepen fears of further concentration
fewer hands in one region. Perhaps,
the Abdultalt Government must attempt a
better dratt than the one he is trying to
push.

rUF HINDUSTAN TU.LE
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Some hard thinking on the urrlyat necessary

| HIS is not the first time that Farooq Abdullah has sought

to divert attention from his absentee chief ministership by
voicing the demand for autonomy. Kashmir already gets very
special treatment among the states of the Indian Union, its
special position is well recognised and not without great cost
to the rest of the nation. To suggest, as he does that the title
Sadar-i-Riasat be reintroduced in place of the more common
Governor is without substance but not without significance. It
is not a secret that Farooq has been very uneasy about the
reported dialogue with the Hurriyat leaders, something this
newspaper has welcomed. The contacts have not progressed
because of Farooq’s rearguard action. His National Conference
is losing ground largely because it is seen as inactive and
somewhat corrupt and therefore increasingly removed from
the concerns of the people of Kashmir which should be at the
centre of the picture, not the position or convenience of
Kashmir’s politicians. Having succeeding in putting the wind
up the Government by organising a debate on the question of
autonomy in the local assembly, Farooq is content to withdraw
saying the debate will not end in a vote. His concern is clearly
to draw attention to his nuisance value as he simultaneously
offers himself for talks with the central Government. He is
mostly in Delhi anyway so he will not have the inconvenience
of travelling great distances for the occasion.

Farooq, for want of a better comparison, is beginning to
resemble Subhas Ghisingh in Darjeeling who with the help of
the chief minister of West Bengal, keeps raising the demand
for Gorkhaland, sometimes wanting even more funds outside
audit or accountability, sometimes questioning Darjeeling’s
status as part of India. In return Jyoti Basu uses Ghisingh’s
influence to get CPI-M people elected, instead of helping the
Centre to face down the obvious blackmail. In the central
Government, the home minister sees the issues posed by
Farooq Abdullah for what they are, more clearly than other
Cabinet colleagues. He should trust his judgment and start
talks with the Hurriyat without Farooq’s distracting presence.
Again a comparison with Ghisingh is apt. The wily Gorkha
leader sent a second ranking delegation to Delhi keeping him-
self back for the time when serious issues have to be thrashed
out like more money. Twice it is announced that Advani has
promised that he will include Gorkhaland as a separate state
at the same time as the Bill setting up Jharkhand and other
| areas is tabled. In the first place, Advani is not so simple as to
' concede such a demand without anything in return and in any
case not to the second ranking leadership. But the reports per-
sist no doubt to wild applause from Ghisingh. Farooq is
indulging in similar tactics, which have the attribute of black-
mail. His great fear is that if the talks with the Hurriyat suc-
ceed, he will be knocked off his perch. This may be an oversim-
plification but substantially true.

The Government must assess these tactics for what they
are, pressures to be ignored and bluffs to be called. Where will
Farooq go? His hold in the Valley is now hardly felt, and we
must make alternative arrangements. It is rapidly coming
round to the situation that with Farocoq around, no progress
can be made in integrating Kashmir into the Indian nation
and more important in instilling a sense of confidence that the
| central Government is prepared to sacrifice that particular
| dynasty in the interests of the Kashmiri people.
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By Shujaat Bukhari 9

SRINAGAR, JUNE 24. The ongoing
debate on the report of the State
Autonomy Committee (SAC) con-
tinued to be dominated by the
ruling National Conference (NC)
stand reiterating that it would not
give up, the demand for autonomy
under any circumstances. Its
leaders alleged that both India
and Pakistan were working
against the NC and that “‘security
forces were being used as a politi-
cal tool in the State.”

The NC’s PWD Minister, Mr. Ali
Mohammad Sagar, warned the
Centre of dangerous consequenc-
es in case the demand for greater
autonomy was not conceded and
if the conspiracies against the NC
were not put to an end. Coming
down heavily on successive Gov-
ernments in Delhi, Mr. Sagar said
that it was Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah who acceded to secular
India but the gesture was respon-
ded with “arrests, humiliation
and other sinister plans.” “We
should not make autonomy an is-
sue of Muslim versus Hindu and
Buddhist versus Muslim but it is
the question of fulfilling constitu-
tional commitments ** Mr. Sagar
said.

The Shia leader, Moulvi Iftikhar
Ansari, said that the Hurriyat
Conference was a creatjon of Del-
hi. “Delhi gave birth to Hurriyat
and those who are talking about
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The Jammu Vand Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah,
during a debate on the State Autonomy Report in the Legislative
Assembly in Srinagar on Saturday. —Photo: Nissar Ahamad

dialogue with them, are only do-
ing so to groom them against us”
he said. The Moulvi challenged

Hurrivat’s representative charac-
ter to talk on behalf of Kashmiris.
The Industries Minister, Dr.
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ion autonomy

Mustafa Kamal, called for an end
to “anti-people policies of securi-
ty forces” so that people live
peacefully. He said that it was
time for the Centre to restore the
constitutional position the State
enjoyed before 1953 which, he
said was the only solution.

The Health Minister, Mian Altaf
Ahmed, said that only Mr. Abdul-
lah was capable of running the
State. The people have given
mandate to him on autonomy in
1996 and only after the Centre
gave assurances the NC fought
the elections, he said.

The Doda MLA, Mr. Khalid
Suhrawardy, said that the NC
wanted “peace in the State and
BJP wants pieces of the State by
talking about trifurcation.”

Mr. Mohammad Yousuf Tariga-
mi (CPI-M) called upon both In-
dia and Pakistan to shun the path
of confrontation and find a
peaceful solution to the prob-
lems. “We have to win this (au-
tonomy) battle for the people and
the future of India.”

Ladakhis’ caution: Page 8




alks if militamts
give up violence,

iy (SaYS Advani
"'NEW DELMI, JUNE 24. The Unio
Home Minister, Mr. LK. Advan
has said the Government was
ready to hold talks with Kashmir
militant groups provided they ac-
cept the Indian constitution and
abjure the path of violence and
terrorism. é \ v
o

“If they accept the Indian con-
stitution and leave the path of vi-
olence and terrorism, any issue
can be discussed. So far, no talks
have taken place and therefore we
cannot disclose our views or
stand on the issues involved,” he
told the pro-RSS journal, ‘Pan-
chajanya’ in London.

He said the issue of autonomy
had been raised in Kashmir while
the NDA election manifesto fa-
voured more powers to the States. |

The report on autonomy was
being considered by the Centre, a
release from the journal quoted
him as having said. — PTI
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JAMMU, June 24. -~
Autonomy is an urge of the

eople of Jammu and Kashmir
but “we won’t take any step
that may weaken the country,
Dr Farooq Abdullah said in the
Assembly today.

Advising restraint against
sweeping remarks, the Jammu
and Kashmir chief minister
hoped that MLAs would base
their arguments on facts.

Dr Abdullah urged them to
differentiate between the
demand for restoring autonomy
and tackling militancy in the
state.
| Tt is unfair to blame the

Centre for everything, he said,

“f we introspect, it will be clear
that people from amongst us .
eroded Article 370 ... if they
had not betrayed the people,
the Centre could not have done
any thing.”

Dialogue is encouraged in our
country, Dr Abdullah said,
“here lies the difference
between India and Pakistan ..
here we can discuss and debate
while in the neighbouring
country even Prime Ministers

Dr Faroog Abdullah

are taken to gallows.”

On a minister’s comment
about the alleged excesses of
securlty forces combating ter-
rorism in the state, he said the
wrongs of a few 1nd1v1duals do
not reflect the character of the
entire force. The forces always
taken action against erring
personnel.

“Why blame others, some of
our own officials and personnel
in state forces are maligning
the government by their high-
handedness,” Dr Abdullah said.

Autonomy dream
_not to weni(en
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by some task force personnel.
They were tHreatened with
dire consequences if they
over their
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the officer,
removed his rank and belt,
ordered his suspension and
subsequent dismissal”, Dr
Abdullah said, “but how many
people have access to the chief
inister’s office?”

The chief minister said his
government would never allow
excesses on the people and
regretted that some officials
are prejudiced against mem-
bers of the minority communi-
ty. But most members of the

army and security forces are
sensitive to the difficulties of
the common man. -

The state is passing through a
difficult phase and everyone
has to act respomnsibly, Dr
Abdullah said.

On the release of militants to
secure safe release of hostages
on board the IC 814, he said
the government was forced to
make this move owing to pres-
sure created by relatives of the

Citing an instance, he said a /host
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to be made
Srinagar, June 25 ‘Af\’m ’\/@(&

Minister Farooq
Abdullah has said |
the regional autonomy }
committee report, now |
under consideration,
will take care of aspira-
tions of the people of
all regions of the State.
The regional autono-
my committee report
when finalised would be
made public for enlist-
ing views of public and
its representatives, he said.

Abdullah said this while inter-
vening in the debate on the auton-
omy committee report in the
Legislative Council yesterday.

Meanwhile, Legislative Council
chairman Abdul Rashid Dar said
the demand for autonomy for the
state was well within the parame-
ters of Indian Constitution and the
constitution of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Former Jammu varsity Vice-
Chancellor R Malhotra, participat-
ing in the discussion on autonomy
committee report in the council,
pleaded for restoration of
autonomous character of the state
to ensure speedy development.

Housing and Urban
Development Minister Koshak

JAMMU AND Kashmir Chief

Voo Y
report
P blic’

Togdan Rinpochey said the people
of Ladakh are fully behind the
Chief Minister on the issue.

Autonomy is not a new
proposal but a question
1 of restoration of constitu-
bl tional rights taken away
from the people of the
State, he said.

Sagar said promises

given by the Centre to
the people of the state
from time to time needed
to be fulfilled.
Sheikh Mustafa
Kamaal, Minister for
Industries and Commerce and
younger brother of Farooq, said
concrete steps were needed to
regain confidence of the people.

NC leader Fagir Mohammad
Khan said the need of the hour was
greater autonomy for the state and
any delay in this regard would only
help Hurriyat leaders. He called
for restoration of pre-1953 status
of the state.

Khalid Najeeb Suherwardhy,
another party leader, said granting
of autonomy to the state was the
only way to solve the Kashmir
problem.

He said trifurcation of the state
was no solution to the Kashmir
problem which is purely a political
issue and needs a political solution.

(PTI)
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Sriap-the barbed wires

The ‘fourth option’ to the prolonged impasse is not another war or more ‘proxy warring’,

but a 2one of peace across botlysides of a soft border, writes B.G. VERGHESE

RE IS little: doubt that an internal set-
tlement of the: Jammu and Kashmir ques-
tion will have :a transforming effect on th

Kashmir dimension of Indo-Pakistan relations. .

Pakistan has always gained a handle from gross
political mismanagisment of the situation in
Kashmir by the Indinn state. The current episode
stems from the culpable folly inherent in what
transpired in the State between 1953 and 1975 and
more particularly between 1984 and 1987. A new
generation of Kashnniris, hopeful of a fresh begin.
ning after the Abduillah restoration of 1975 and
the indubitably free: elections of 1977 and 1983,
was made to feel thit the people of J&K had once
again been betrayecl and robbed of their democ-
ratic rights and civil liberties.

The country is painfully emerging out of that
quagmire after a peiriod of trauma and grief, This
is not sufficient. JLike J&K, ‘Azad’ J&K and
Northern Areas tor> must and can win azadi or
self-determination ‘within Pakistan. Time is run-
ning out for Pakistrun.

India must be abile to live in peace and friend-
ship with Pakistan, ‘This is a vital necessity for peo-
ple in J&K, a section of whom have also suffered
emotionally and nnaterially from the fact of a
divided State, howvsoever artificial that construct
in some ways. Thiere is a dispute with Pakistan
over J&K; and it i futile and foolish to wish away
that fact. What is 1t issue is not the fact of the dis-
pute but its nature:. India can hold Pakistan at bay;
but J&K may never be fully at peace in the
absence of an env-eloping Indo-Pakistan accord.

The two countri.es have totally divergent percep-
tions of the genesis of the Kashmir question and
the subsequent sezquence of events. Both lay claim
to all of undividied J&K, India with far greater
legitimacy even under the now dead UN resolu-
tions. Neither ccruntry is going to walk away from
J&K. Yet, the alternative to the prolonged
impasse is not aniother war or more proxy warring,
which would be sruinous to both sides and certain-
ly for the peaplex of J&K, but talks.

Other factors Jhave intervened to create a hiatus
and relations have deteriorated with the Ghauri
missile firing an¢] the nuclear tests and some of the
unfortunate antl wholly avoidable rhetoric accom-
panying these «:vents on either side. Subsequent
missile-nuclear developments have not essentially
altered this situ. ation and, once euphoria and flag-
waving rthetoric: have faded, the process of dia-
logue can and ‘must be resumed. A nuclear arms
race is unnecesisary and must be avoided.

Rather than chase a chimera, Indo-Pakistan dis-
course should :more productively focus on realis-
able objectives: based on ground realities and the

changing international environment. This would
suggest accepting the status quo and then pro-
ceeding to better it for all concerned through a
series of adjustments.

First and foremost, there must be an end to vio-
lence and cross-border intervention in J&K. The
people on both sides of the LoC must be accord-
ed a wide measure of autonomy that guarantees
their democratic rights and promotes economic
and social progress in an environment of peace
and security.

The process could start with a resolution of the
Siachen issue by following the unambiguous direc-
tions of the still extant Karachi Military

Agreement of 1949 delineating the cease fire line.
This was drawn on large-scale maps with grid ref-
erences up to four decimal points and signed by
the Indian and Pakistani military commands as
well as by a representative of the UN Military
Observer Group.

A redrawn or adjusted Line now proposed
would demarcate two distinct sovereignties in
J&K, even while remaining a Line of Control,
pending the putting into place of other elements
by mutual consent, These would include agreed
withdrawals from the LoC so as to avoid further
military eyeball-to-eyeball confrontations, rede-
ployment and thinning down of forces, leading to
planned demilitarisation in stages.

The Pandits must be enabled to rsturn to their
homes in safety and honour, a task rendered more
difficult by the brutal targeted massacres of
Hindus in the Valley and Udhampur in the past.

Having drawn this new Line, or even otherwise,
it could be rendered porpuk ade a soft bor-
der admitting of easy passagd

Cdeles
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designated police/customs checkposts of State
subjects belonging to either side. This could be
done without the paraphernalia of formal travel
documents and visas or elaborate currency con-
trols (as between India and Nepal), Normal trav-
el, trade, pilgrimage, tourism and student or other
people-to-people exchanges could be facilitated to
everybody's benefit.

Oversight of such arrangements would be neces-
sary. Matters of common concern would include
trade, tourism, border management and crime
control, environmental cooperation and cultural
and educational exchanges. The highly successful
1960 Indus Treaty allocated the water of the six
rivers but did not exploit their huge cnergy and
water storage potential in J&K except to a very
limited extent. This offers scope for negotiating a
second phase of the Indus Treaty which could
enrich both parts of J&K as well as both countries.

Informal confabulation could mature into more
formal joint meetings of legislators and profes-
sionals from the two sides in Srinagar/Jammu/Leh
and- Muzaffarabad/Gilgit/Skardu and the estab-
lishment in due course of certain joint pan-J&K
bodies with consultative and even executive status.
The kind of cross border institutional develop-
ment envisaged under the Anglo-Irish Agreement
of April 1998 is illustrative of a somewhat similar
process with regard to Ulstér.

J&X, so long the apple of discord, could well
become the fulcrum of a new and positive Indo-
Pakistan relationship. Borders and sovereignties
will begin to matter less, as elsewhere around the
world, as civil society comes centrestage and peo-
ple, commerce, culture and ideas flow freely
across national boundaries. As the two parts of
J&K draw closer in this new environment, they
could be declared a zone of peace, jointly defend-
ed by India and Pakistan.

The Kashmir question has thus far been tosscd
around only within a framework of three options:
the status quo, secession or independence. None
can bring lasting peace. There is a fourth option
that offers the people of J&K a means of realising
azadi or self-determination on both sides without
unravelling either India or Pakistan. Such an
unfolding would bring -these two neighbours
together in friendship and progress as the 1947
Partition Plan essentially intended. Fifty years on,
it is not too late to endeavour to realise a vision
that offers peace with honour to these estranged
neighbours. T

(Excerpted, from the monograph _Jafi'ithu and
Kashmir: An agenda for the future by Delhi Policy

dfrom through - Group)
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OPPOSITION STAGES WALKOUT

K Assembly passes

autonomy resolution

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JUNE 26. In a historic
move, the Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly today adopt-
ed by voice vote a resolution ac-
cepting the report of the State
Autonomy Committee (SAC), rec-
ommending greater autonomy to
the State. The entire Opposition
staged a walkout. The Chief Min-
ister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, ex-
pressing confidence that it would
be implemented stressed on a na-
tionwide debate on the issue.

On the last day of the special
session convened on June 19 to
discuss the SAC report, which rec-
ommended sweeping changes in
Centre-State relations, the substi-
tute resolution moved by the Law
and Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter, Mr. P. L. Handoo, was passed
amid opposition from members
of the Congress(I), the BJP and the
Panthers Party.

Moving the resolution, Mr.
Handoo said, “I propose to move
the following as a substitute mo-
tion for the two motions moved
on April 8, along with the amend-
ments proposed by Mr. Sadiq Ali,
Mr. Mohammad Shafi Bhat and
Mr. G. M. Bawan (all NC MLAs).”

“This House having discussed
the report of the SAC, tabled on
April 13, 1999, records its approv-
al of the same and its acceptance
of the recommendations made”
and “demands that the Centre
and the Government of Jammu
and Kashmir take positive steps
for implementing the same”.

NC Ieglslators jubilant after the resolutlon on State Autonomy
was passed in Srinagar on Monday. — Photo: Nissar Ahamad

“This (special session) was a
good beginning towards achiev-
ing what we promised our people
in 1996,” Dr. Abdullah said add-
ing that no one, including the Na-
tional Conference, was ready to
take up the challenge of the elec-
tions then. “But, we were assured
by the people in New Delhi on au-
tonomy so we jumped into the
elections at the risk of not only
our lives but the lives of lakhs of
people.”

Taking strong exception to the
Union Minister, Mr. Arun Shou-
rie’s statement that the NC was

:[HL,

begging for autonomy, Dr. Abdul-
lah said, ““it is not a question of
begging but the restoration of
rights”.

He also took a dig at the nation-
al media, which he said was mis-
leading the nation on autonomy
through “malicious editorials and
by not reporting the issue in the
right perspective”. “The Hindu
was the only paper which had
written positively in this dlrectlon
and deserves apprec1at10n he
said.

On the implementation of the
SAC report, he said, “I am confi-

Fawm
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dent, otherwise I would not have
brought in the resolution.”

Blaming the Centre for its fol-
lies, Dr. Abdullah said it was Jawa-
harlal Nehru who had taken the
case to the U.N. saying, “the final
authority on the accession will be
the people of the State”, though
Sheikh Abdullah authorised him
(Nehru) to take a final decision.

Dr. Abdullah repeatedly said
“we do not want Pakistan. We are
Indians and want something
within the Constitution.” Point-
ing to the BJP members, he said
“you can never make India a
Hindu Rashtra. It is a secular
country and will remain so.”

Earlier, the Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty leader, Sheikh Abdur Rehman,
supported the autonomy demand
but said “it should be based on
sincerity and should help in de-
centralisation of power to'the
grassroot level”.

‘Discussion after
PM returns’

NEW DELHI, JUNE 26. The Union?

Cabinet will discuss the autono-
my resolution adopted by the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
today after the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Bekari Vajpayee, returns
from his two-nation tour.

Asked to comment on the au-
tonomy resolution adopted by the
State Assembly today, the Union
Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
said the Cabinet would take a de-
cision on it. — UNI

Parties’ reactions: Page 13
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NEW DELHI, June 26. —
While the government was
caught in a quandary over the
autonomy resolution passed by
the Jammu and Kashmir

- Assembly. the BJP opposed the

Lomove wiid
i My
i describing it as a “retrograde

be party president,
Kusbabhay  Thakre,

step” and calling upon the “peo-
ple to reject it”.

To wriggle the government
out of the crisis, the Union
Cabinet is slated to meet after
the Prime Minister, Mr AB
Vajpayee, returns from his
Rome-Lisbon tour.

Not even the Union home
minister, Mr LK Advani, was
ready to offer his reaction. He
said it was not proper for him
to react as the state Assembly
had passed a resolution. He
said the Union Cabinet will
take up the issue after Mr
Vajpayee’s return.

Some other ministers were

' privately angry with the J&K

Dr Faroaq Abduliah addresses the Assembly sn Monday. — PTI

chief minister, Dr Farooq
Abdullah, that he had put the
autonomy resolution to vote
despite his assurances to Mr
Vajpayee that he was only
interested in a discussion.
After the meeting between Dr
Abdullah and Mr Vajpayee. it |

was understood that the
National Conference would not
take any stand that could
embarrass the NDA coalition,
one of them said.

However, none of them con-
cluded that this could lead to
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The compulsions of coalition
politics would not give
elbow room to Mr Vajpayee,
they said.

A statement issued by Mr
Kushabhau Thakre stated that
the passing of the resolution
was not unexpected. It added,
“The intention of the Farooq
government is to take back
J&K to the situation that pre-
vailed in 1952, The flow of time
and river cannot be reversed.
Similarly the country will have
to move forward and not back-
ward.”

Mr Thakre said, “The BJP
rejects the attempt to go back
to 1952 as it will totally nullify
all the steps taken during the
past 50 years to integrate J&K
with the rest of the country.
The party will continue to take
further steps to completely
integrate the state with the
rest of the country. The BJP
considers pgdsing of the resolu-
tio?’ as a fetrograde step and
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Syed Ali Shah Geelani
Chairman, All Parties
Hurriyet Conference

|

; ith India and Pakistan having
}Wacqmred nuclear capabilities
many say: ‘Peace in the
South-Asian region is more imperiled
today than ever before.” The most
potent cause of bellicosity between the
‘two countries is the fifty-two year old
Kashmir dispute.
. The dispute in essence is very sim-
ple. But it has been the attitade of the
Government of India in the past that
‘has made it the most
complex global issue
today. It'is not a bor-
\der dispute. It isnota
Pdlspute over sharing
of waters or other
, It is an
issue of @ brother
separated from
brother for five
decades by a bloody
Jine. Tt is an issue of [
jgranting of right to
self-determination to
the people of Jammu
and Kashmir. Indis,
Pakistan and the United Nation’s are
bommmed to grant this right to fifteen
on people of the state living in two
of Kashmir. Granting of internal
utggbmy within the framework of
" constitution is not and cannot
an alternative. The question of
auﬁonomy revolves around the
assumption that the state of Jammu
and Kashmir has acceded to the Union
of India. But, this premise is legally,
historically and morally wrong. First,
the accession was legally invalid, as it
was in violation of the standstill agree-
ment of 1947. United Nations
endorsed this contention beyond any
shadow of doubt. Second the instru-
ment of accession signed by Maharaja
Hari Singh has no relevance as on that
date ie. October 26/27,1947, he had
been overthrown by his subjects. And
a Hindu ruler whose authority had
been challenged the people had no
. legal or moral right to decide about the
future of state that was predominately
Muslim. In the case of Junagarh the
" Gol had ruled that its accession to
Pakistan was invalid as a Muslim ruler
had no right to determine the fate of
his Hindu subjects.

i

Third, in response to the application
moved by India in the UN, the august
body adopted two resolutions granting
right of self-determination to the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir and
promising holding of a plebiscite in the
state under the its auspices. Both India
and Pakistan are committed to these
resolutions. But, Gol has not only back
tracked from its own commitments but
has been adopting all possible oppres-
sive measures to suppress the ongoing
movement for self-determination.

Fourth, in support of the accession
theory, the Gol has been quoting the
socalled Constituent Assembly as
having ratified it. The Constituent
Assembly or its sub-

(8/3779) adopted by
the Security Coun

¥ meeting on January
24,1957 has made
& amply clear:
“Convening of the
Constituent Assembly
as recommended by
the General Council
of the All Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference and any action
that Assembly may have taken or
might attempt to take to determine the
future shape and sffiliation of the
entire state or any part thereof or
action by the parties concerned in sup-
port of any action by the Assembly,
would not constitute disposition of the
above principles.” (i e. self-determi-
nation.)

Autonomy to Jammu and Kashmir
within the frame work’-of Indian
Constitution does not dispose-of the
Kashmir dispute. Talking in terms of
autonomy as a solution to the problem
and bringing lasting peace to the State
is a pipe dream. A permanent solution
to the problem can only emerge once
Gol adheres to its previous commit-
ments and sheds its unbending and
unrealistic attitude. There could be no
better democratic method of eliciting
peoples™ opinion other than holding of
plebiscite iy the state under the aus-
pices of the United Nations. Another
way for finding a solution to the prob-
lem is holding purposeful dialogue
based on the principle of natural jus-
tice between India and Pakistan.
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shmir: Is autonomzf a solution?

The vexed problem of Kashmir is being sought to be
autonomy. But will this bring peace to the state? Will it answ

3\?}7 granting the state
er the legitimate aspirations

of the people? We present our readers with three learned viewpoints:

Professor C P Bhambhri
Former Dean, School of
Social Sciences, JNU

e Gol and various state govern-
ments of J&K have experienced
an extremely uneasy relationship.

The Congress Party at the centre did
not have conflict-free relationships
with the National Conference. This is
not the first time that the issue of
autonomy for J&K has been discussed.
In spite of the fact that the Indian
Constitution has special provisions for

-maintaining special status for J&K

within the, Indian
Republic, neither the
centre nor the state
have been able to pro-
vide peace.
A few facts may be
mentioned to properly
situate the problem of
Kashmir within the
context of a triangular

Pakistan relationships
have never been
smooth and the
biggest dispute is over J&K. Second,
the Gol has taken extra care of J&K
because any disturbances in that state
can create a security problem for the

whole of India. Third, India and
Pakistan have fought wars over

Kashmir four times already. If
Pakistan is not involved in a direct mil-
itary war with India it encourages mili-
tancy and insurgency in the Kashmir
valley. The 1990s have witnessed low
intensity war between Indian and
Pakistan in the valley and a full fledged
war in Kargil. Fourth, many organisa-
tions in J&K are involved in a struggle
for independent state status and they
want minimum linkage with the Indian
State on the basis of the instrument of
accession. Politics of gun has assumed
a special significance in the body politic
of J&K becanse Pakistan is openly
helping the Jihadis and the Indian
army is guite active in confronting
those who want secession.

The nuclearisation of India and

Pakistan has made the US worried and
‘Bill Clinton impressed on the Indian

leadership to open negotiations with
dissatisfied leaders of J&K as repre-
sented by Hurriyet, JKLF etc.

The BJP was always opposed to the
special status the state enjoyed and Dr.
S P Mukerjee had launched a move-
ment against special autonomy for
J&K. M S Golwalkar of the RSS main-
tained that India should be ‘one coun-
try, one state, one legislature and one
executive’. BJP is a party of the
Unitarian Hindu State and it is not gen-
uinely interested in granting any auton-
omy. L K Advani added a rider while
releasing the Hurriyet Leaders that
‘any negotiations should be. conducted
under the Indian constitution’. The BJP
does not agree even with Article 370
and it is impossible for its leadership to
accept Faroog Abdullah’s demand for
-pre-1953 stgtus, The

Parivar and
the BJP leadership
have always viewed
the Kashmir problem
as a Hindu-Muslim
| problem.  Further
f | J&K state has three
distinct regions: the
Valley, Ladakh and
| Jammu. Farooq
Abdullah’s autonomy

Ladakh and* Jammu regional leader-
ship does not trust Kashmir Valley
leadership and in any new arrange-
ment Jammu and Ladakh sub-regions
want their own autonomous govern-
ments. Political class of J&K is com-
pletely divided and fragmented and the
result is that Kashmiri political leader-
ship cannot arrive at a consensus on
autonomy.

The Gol should take the bull by its
horns and hold a meeting with all
Kashmiri groups, including militants,
on the basis of P V Narasimha Rao’s
statement that for autonomy for J&K
‘sky is the limit’. If the Gol and the
multiple Kashmirj groups can arrive
at a package, the Gol should negotiate
with Parvesh Musharaff of Pakistan.
Pakistan has got a clear message from
its past experience that it cannot win a
war against India. Military solutions
have failed and can never succeed.
The ongoing bleeding process of J&K
ean be stopped by dialogue and negoti-
ations with the spirit of give and take
on all sides. The is the only lasting
solution and present efforts are inade-
quate. No patch-work solution will
deliver the goods.

A

Manoj Joshi
Political Editor,
The Times of India

|

jther more autonomy nor
azadi are solutions to the
Kashmir tangle. These are the
demands of a very small portion,
albeit the most heavily populated part
of the state of Jammu and Kashmir.
Indeed, when the Ladakhis and
Jammu-wallahs speak of autonomy,
they usually mean freedom from
Srinagar. The Kashmiri-speaking
Muslim of the Valley may have a b1g
grouse against India,
but the Ladakhi
Buddhists, the Hindus
of Jarmu, the Shias of
Kargil and other non-
Kashmiri  speaking
Muslims gripe at the
Valley’s dominance.
This said, we must [§
accept that Kashmir £
became part. of the [
Indian Union under § 5§

special circum-
stances. As much was
implied in  our

Constitution when it
came into force in 1950. Article I
affirmed that Jammu and Kashmir
was a state of the Indian Union, even
while Article 370 provided the tool to
fashion its relationship with the rest of
the country. The problem arose in
August 1953 when Sheikh Abdullah,
who had guided this process via a
state constituent assembly, was arrest-
ed. While many in New Delhi charged
that the Sheikh was working to make
his state independent of India, the
actual fact may have been that he was
trying to extract the maximum fo;
himself and his National Conference.
In other words, he wanted a relatjion-
ship where the Indian Army would
protect his state against Pakistan, but
not interfere with his supremacy in
the Valley.

It has been argued that with the
National Conference split and the
Sheikh in jail, the outcome of the
Constituent Assembly’s deliberations
manifested in the state constitution of .
1956 lacked credibility. Even the Beg-
Parthasarthy Accord of 1975 that
paved the way for the return of the
Sheikh did not redress this grievance.

4 One reason for this was Mrs Indira

Gandhi’s determination to make the
Congress a player in Kashmiri politics
in the early 1980s.

Despite this the state was largely
peaceful between 1950-1989. The
affairs of the state were largely in the
hands of Valley Kashmiri Muslims,
even if the Sheikh was out of the pic-
ture till 1975. This was the reason that
the August 1965 effort by Pakistan to
set off an armed rebellion against India
by sending more than 10,000 armed
guerrillas did not succeed.

The votaries of azadi have put for-
ward their emotive demand, but they
are fuzzy on the details. They want
independence to be guaranteed by the

goodness of India
and Pakistan’s heart.
In international rela-
tions, good feelings
alone have never
been the basis of a
relationship. Pakistan’s
claim on Kashmir
may reston grounds
of commonality of
_religion, but its
actions seem to have
been based on greed
for territory as evi-
; denced by their mil-
- “itary attacks of 1947
and 1965. For fifty-four years, it has
been the Indian Army that has stood
between Pakistan and the Valley. Just
how long an independent Valley of
Kashmir will last were the Indian
Army withdrawn is anybody’s guess.

But what does azadi really mean?
Look at it hard and you will see that
azadi advocates are talking about polit-
ical sovereignty. But, even with tourist
and handicraft income, the Valley can
never become a self-sustaining entity.
Political sovereignty without economic
viability is fiction, just as any azadi
with Pakistani consent will be.

We must address the sentiment
behind the search for sutonomy or
azadi: to go behind these words to find
out what the Kashmiri is lacking. Are
they being deprived of the right to
practice their faith? Are the state-cen-
tre fiscal relations against the interests
of J&K? Is India deliberately swamp-

* ing Kashmiri culture? Has economic
_development or political democracy

been stunted by Kashmir’s relation-
ship to India? If the answers to these
questions are distilled with some hon-
esty, we can begin to arrive at a solu-
tion to the Kashmir problem.

u RAGHU KRISHNAN

A silver ]ubllee
remembrance

une 26 is the 25th anniversary of the day India

woke up to the Emergency. It is, however, the

response in March 1977 to the authoritarianism of
the Emergency and the response to the incoherence of
the subsequent government which is significant.

The largest-cum-poorest democracy in the world
proved in March 1977 that it totally dxsapproved of
authoritarianism. The return of Indira Gandhi in the
next election campaign in the winter of 1979 proved
that the electorate equally disapproved of instability,
incoherence and ineffective governance of a kind
where a senior minister argued against a no-confidence
motion on one day and then walked out of the govern-
ment the next day!

Which left some political pundits who had praised the
maturity of the Indian electorate in March 1977 and
talked about the end of the Dynasty wondering where
they had got things wrong some 33 months later.
Others took comfort in the adage that democracy was
all, about opting for the lesser evil at a given point of
time. Ergo that the electorate had demonstrated that it
was totally against authoritarignism in March 1977
and reiterated that it was also against chaotic instabili-
ty 33 months later. Some senior journalists reacted to

- all this by talking in almost Buddhist terms of following

the middle path. Ergo, that you could not go wrong if
you had not swung from one extreme to the other!

Howeger, setting aside the analysis or the lack of it, it
is the Emergency images which will remain. Images of
DTC buses carrying slogans on their back saying
“Discipline Makes A Nation Great” though some
would have preferred to spell it as GRATE! Images of
Establishment hoardings crowing “Adhikar aapke
haath mein” though many would have preferred the
adhikar to be somewhere else! Images, reinforced by
photographs, of Congress posters of cow and calf being
swept away by municipal sweepers the morning after
the March 1977 election results were out.

And the memories. Memories of the crowds milling
around the newspaper bulletin boards on Bahadur
Shah Zafar Marg, Barakhamba Road and Kasturba
Gandhi Marg on that mad March day, greeting the
news of each Congress defeat with loud cheers.
Memories of waking up the morning after to my land-
lord’s voice telling the landlady “Janaki, Indira Gandhi
haar gayee!”’

The 70s will always be remembered as the most tur-
bulent -decade in Indian politics. Inevitably, much of
the turbulence will be associated with the overwhelm-
ing personality of Indira Gandhi moving from the tri-
umph of Bangladesh to the disaster of the Emergency
but returning from the ashes just before the decade
was out. The counterpoint to the only ‘man’ in the
Congress was the frail figure of Jayaprakash Narayan
who, desplte his failing health, was able to concretise
the opposition t8 authoritarianism in the world’s most
populous democracy.

Elsewhere in the world, an Allende was being assassi-
nated, a Nixon being removed from power not for sub-
verting an elected government in Chile but for cover-
ing up a third-rate burglary in Washington DC and a
Brezhnev was preparing for Russia’s Vietnam in
Afghamstan even while the images of the last GI flee-
ing in the last helicopter from the roof of the US
embassy in Saigon was still fresh in everyone’s mind!
That was the 70s!
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J&K Assembly adopts
motion on autonomy\

HT Correspondent
Srinagar, June 26

2N\

E JAMMU and Kashmir
Assembly today adopted \he
recommendations of tRe

State Autonomy Committe
(SEC) and demanded that th
Centre and the State Government
take "positive and effective steps
for its implementation”. The
motion was adopted amid a protest
walkout by Opposition parties.

State Chief Minister Farooq
Abdullah said the motion's
approval was aimed at removing
"blots of mistrust created due to
erosion in the State's special status
in the past".

During his 100-minute speech,
Dr Abdullah appealed to those
opposed to the greater autonomy
demand not to "push us to the wall"
and made light of the Ladakh
Buddhist Association's apprehen-
sion over conversion to Islam, say-
ing a single instance of conversion
was a case of "love affair".

"We are Indians. We are not
Pakistanis,” the Chief Minister
asserted, urging. the Opposition
parties to "see things in the right
perspective".

The adoption of the autonomy
report -- which was moved by Law
and Parliamentary Affairs Minister
P L Handoo this morning -- was
greeted with joy by treasury bench-
es as the BJP, Janata Dal (United)
and a lone member of Jammu and
Kashmir Awami League staged a
walkout. The Congress, CPI-M
and BSP, however, did not join the
protestors. .

Tomorrdw, the motion would be
put to vote in the Upper House of
the Assembly, where the ruling
party enjoys a brufal majority.
There 1S))rrly one BJP member in

the Opposition.

Initially, the National
Conference had limited the scope
of discussion on the autonomy
report and the resolution’s passage
was considered a remote possibili-
ty. But mounting pressure forced
the ruling party's hand and it
decided last evening to carry it
through the Assembly with a voice
vote.

Earlier in the day, the entire

o

Chief Minister Farooq Abduliah
argues with an Opposition MLA at
the State Assembly on Monday.
Photo: AP

Opposition had staged a walkout
protesting a remark attributed to
National Conference MLA
Mohammed Shafi Bhat who
allegedly had said: "Burn the
Indian Constitution”. The Chief
Minister was forced to intervene in
the matter and take Mr Bhat to

task to pacify the agitated
Opposition. -
Speaking in the autonomy

motion's favour, Dr Abdullah said:

"It was our commitment to the
people at the time of elections that
we would restore their dignity and
honour." ‘

The autonomy report demands
that the State be given control over
all subjects of governance except
foreign affairs, communications
and defence. It also seeks restora-
tion of the titles of "Sadar-e-
Riyasat" for head of the State and
"Wazir-e-Azam" or Prime Minister
for head of the State Government.

The Chief Minister also hinted

. -he ‘had the backing of Prime

Minister AB Vajpayee over the
issue. "Vajpayee is a democrat
beyond his imagination despite
being an RSS man," he said,
adding that the media had wrongl
speculated that the Prime Mi;iggr/
had asked him not to go afiead
with the motion.

The weeklong high voltage
debate on the motion had veered
around two main points. While the
NC wailed over Centre's "broken
promises" with some speakers
going to the extent of saying that
had tribal raiders not invaded
Kashmir the State would not have
acceded to India, the Opposition
described the autonomy move a
step towards secession and a crude
attempt by the ruling party to
deflect attention of the people
from the "real” issues.

BJP Legislature Party Leader
Shiv Charan Gupta opposed the
motion and alleged that the ruling
party had launched "an anti-India
and anti-security forces” campaign
while debating on the issue.

However, Congress Legislature

“Party leader Targ Chapd-saw it

"a drama being enacted by the BJP’

and NC to arouse communal gas-{

sions for vote politics”. o
Related report on Page.12
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~Method acting in

Farooq Abdullah’s demand for granting autonomy to Kashmir'is n
.5 His rule has left the people bitter and disillusioned, writes

P

AROOQ ABDULLAH'S rather
unseemly haste in convening a special
session of the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly to discuss an autonomy report
betrays immaturity of political thinking.
Prompt declaration that the week-long dis-
cussion will not lead to any verdict further
underlines that it was no more than a piece
of gimmickry on the part of 8 Chief Minister
in a tight corner.

What has he achieved? No more than a
patronising comment from Home Minister
L.K. Advani that the Assembly’s opinion will
be kept in mind when the Centre enters into
discussion with Kashmir leaders. Mr
Abdullah’s long-standing plea that a minis-
terial committee be set up to discuss the
autonomy report submitted by him
remains in cold storage. Even the receipt
of the report was not formally acknowl-
edged by Mr Advani. Repetition of the
plea with the Prime Minister has also
met with cold silence.

The party with which he has the coziest
relations at the Centre has condemned
the move in the severest terms. It mocks
the political clout that he claims to pos-
sess in New Delhi's political configura-
tion, Indeed his support to the BJP-led
coalition since 1998 calls into question
his sincerity about the special status for
the State. He had extended support to it
at a time when the BJP had not even
adopted the posture of keeping in
abeyance its opposition to Article 370.
To ingratiate himself with BIP bosses he |
had expelled his closest associate
Saifuddin Soz from the National

~Conference.

Sheikh Abdullah’s plea for special status
was understandable on two counts. First, he
had struggled and suffered to liberate the
people from a feudal tyranny. Second, he
wanted to bring about radical reforms in the
agricultural sector to which the Constitution
of India would have been a hurdle. Laws for
distribution of land would not stand the test
of fundamental rights provided in the
Constitution. It was thus a plea based on
principles of democracy and social justice.

The Sheikh had also earned respect for his
consistent opposition to the two-nation the-
ory and effective handling of the communal
situation in the dark days of Partition. He
did not, however, fail to appreciate the
change with time. When discussing the 1975

—
|

Accord, the Sheikh conceded that the wheel
of time could not be put back. He h.ad
agreed that application of only those Cent.ral
laws to J&K should be reversed which couild
be a hindrance to the process of democratic
development,

Does Farooq Abdullah have the same
political background and sensitivity as his
father did? He has held power in the State
for nearly.a decade, most of the time having
cordial relations with the powers that be in
New Delhi. When he decided to support the
Vajpayee coalition he had declared that the

interest of the State demanded good ra;pport
with New Delhi. Even though he says now
that it was a part of his 1996 manifesto, there
was no plea for autonomy. At no time las he
complained that any measure of relief or
welfare of people was ever thwarted by the
Centre (except that financial suppoirt was
inadequate, and in that respect J&K! is no
exception).

Has Mr Abdullah delivered the goods?
Did the economy flourish under his leader-
ship? Did more employment avenus open
for the youth of the State? Have the rela-
tions among the diverse religious an.d ethnic
communities improved? Is the adrninistra-
tion less corrupt and more efficient than
before? Has the destruction of forests, the
wealth of the State, shown any reduction?
Was he able to curb or control militancy?

$ﬁing but a gimmick.
R. GOYAL |

Mr Abdulleh’s government was dismisse:
and the Assémbly dissolved in 1990 on the
charge that i had failed to control militancy
and that the Assembly was unrepresentative
having been elected through large-scale rig
ging. People were caught in the cross-fire of
Jagmohan's tyrannical rule. Did Mr
Abdullah stand and suffer with the people as
his father had done earlier? He preferred
the safe haven of London to the Valley.

Mr Abdullah’s claim to have saved the
state from breaking off from the rest of
India is ridiculous, The end of that particu-
lar dark period was signalled by PV.
Narasimha Rao when he launched a process
of wide-ranging discussions with the State’s
glienated people. Mr Abdullah is less than
honest when he says the Rao declara-
tion was a response to his or his party’s
demand. It was a response to the ges-
ture of several militant groups to partic-
ipate in the parliamentary process.

Mr Abdullah was then even shy of
elections and kept himself and his party
out of the Parliament elections held in
1996. It was only after seeing that the
election could be held that he decided
to join the fray. The National
Conference got & majority because oth-
ers were too disorganised and the
Hurriyat Conference had decided to
boycott the elections. The abysmally
low percentage of votes cast — espe-
cially in the Valley — negates Mr
Abdullah’s claim to be the sole voice of
Kashmir,

People are skeptical of the autonomy
demand pressed by him at this juncture
because his four-year rule in the state left
them further disillusioned and alienated.
The graph of killings has again risen and
there is no visible change in the social-eco-
nomic situation. What is more important is
that Abdullah is seen as being hand in glove
with anti-minority forces.

The report on internal autonomy, circulat-
ed with the autonomy report, envisages the
administrative division of the State on com-
munal lines, something that may pave the
way for partition. That plan was commended
by the then Jana Sangh president and has
now been revised by the Kashmir Study
Group, a US think-tank. Such a division may
suit only the advocates of a Hindu rashtra. Is
Abdullah in Jeague with those who eagerly
look forward ‘o such a scenario? '
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_Govt ‘doublespeak

resolution dra
Q) N A N—in its Presen\&o ’.\ oreovellr,

i

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 27

'>__

THE CONGRESS today rapped
the Union Government for what it
termed its ‘doublespeak’ on the
J&K Assembly resolution for
greater autonomy for the border
State.

Talking to reporters, Congress

. spokesperson Ajit Jogi drew atten-

tion to the BIP opposition on the
autonomy resolution and Home
Minister L. K Advani's statement
that it (the resolution) would be
considered by a committee of sec-
retaries. "This dichotomy can only
be explained by the lust for power
exhibited by the PM and Chief
Minister Farooq Abdullah. Bot
will go to any extent to remain An
power," he alleged.

Stating that the party way not
against giving more powers £o the
states, Mr Jogi said it was only
opposed to the autonomypackage

this was not the right time to raise
the issue of autonomy. Instead the
State Government and the Centre
should give priority to curbing
cross-border terrorism and restor-
ing normalcy in the state, he
added.

Expressing fears that the autono-
my resolution would lead to the
communal division of J&K, Mr
Jogi said: "In view of large-scale
terrorism, the need is to keep the
people together but this resolution
proposes to divide them on com-
munal lines."

He said the right course of action
for the NDA Government was to
dissuade Mr Abdullah from harp-
ing on the autonomy issue at such
a crucial juncture. When asked as
to what kind of autonomy package
would be acceptable to the party,
Mr Jogi replied: "Autonomy
should be based on a national con-
sensus. Any package, which is pro-

Colig

* on J&K
flak

poseq should be in the interest of
J&XK And the rest of the country.”

Meanwhile, Venerable Lama
Lobzang, Ladakhi leaders and
member of National Commission
for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, has expressed
"decp anguish" over the greater
autonomy resolution adopted by
the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly.

This development will have very
serious repercussions on the entire
region of Ladakh which would
never agree to remain part of
J&K, if the Centre even partially
conceded the demand of the
National Conference Government
for greater autonomy.

In its reaction to the autonomy

move, the VHP today urged the
Centre dismiss the Faroog
Abdullah Ministry for getting the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
adopt a motion demanding greater
autonomy for the State.
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Centre for ‘playing down’

By Alok Mukherjee

LISBON, JUNE 27. Faced with a fait
accompli in terms of the autono-
my resolution passed by the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Assembly, the
Government seems keen on play-
ing down the whole issue. As of
now, the Government's inclina-
tion seems to be to treat the reso-
tution as a ‘proposal’ for a
dialogue between the Jammu and
Kashmir Government and the
Centre and nothing more.

“After all, every State wants
more autonomy. The resolution
passed by the J&K Assembly hard-
ly has any legal sanction in terms
of the Constitution of India. All
that it wants is a dialogue with the
Centre, and Indian democracy is
strong enough to take care of such
instances,” a member of the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s entourage to Lisbon
told the accompanying media
delegation.

There is clearly some disquiet
in the Prime Ministerial entour-
age about the passage of the reso-
lution. Much had been set by
what the Jammu and Kashmir
ChiefMinister and National Con-
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ference leader, Dr. F Abdul-
lah, had told the media last week
before meeting Mr. Vajpayee in
New Delhi. Dr. Abdullah had
avoided any substantive com-
ment to the media by feigning
that he had no clue to any resolu-
tion seeking autonomy. “What
resolution?” was his response to
media queries last Thursday. It
was just a debate, he had made
out. An impression had also been
created that the Assembly would
merely debate the resolution and
that would be the end of it. There
would be no insistence on getting
the resolution passed, was the
general impression in New Delhi.

The subsequent passage of the
resolution on Monday came as a
bit of a surprise to the Prime Min-
ister's entourage, then still in
Rome. Today, there is a feeling
among some in the entourage
whether Dr. Abdullah had a com-
plete hold on his entire flock in
the National Conference, though
most believe that he still wields

considerable influence over his

party.

The expected welcome reaction
in Pakistan to the resolution was
also dismissed with the comment

autonom)é%issue G St

that'iti#Was on expected lines. But
it waslalso pointed out that the
initial Reaction available from the
Hurriyay leadership was of “rejec-
tion’’ of\the resolution. The view
was that\every section in Jammu
and Kashmir was interested in
creating space for itself in any dia-
logue with the Centre, including
the National Conference and the
Hurriyat.

At the official level, no com-
ment was forthcoming from the
officials travelling with the Prime
Minister. No one was willing to
“guess” the end-reaction of the
Government and all queries were
met with the standard response
that if any comment was to be
made, it would be made by the
Prime Minister himself.

Though a large media delega-
tion is travelling with Mr. Vaj-
payee on bhis Lishon visit,
proximity to the Prime Minister
was not possible and hence no of-
ficial reaction of the Government
could be obtained. The idea is to
keep Kashmir on the back-burner
while India holds its first impor-
tant summit with the European
Union.



Advani lobs

avtonomy

wg ball 1o«
arliament

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 27. — Mr
LK Advani played down the
Jammu and Kashmir House’s
autonomy resolution today,
saying the last word will be
Parliament’s, whose “composi-
tion is well known”.

The BJP has already des-
cribed the move as a “retro-
grade step” and some leaders
have criticised Dr Farooq Abdu-
ah for putting the resolution to
vote despite having assured the
Prime Minister he would not.

Most other major parties in
Parliament too are expected to
oppose any move to allow fur-
ther autonomy to J&K.

The home minister hinted the
fate of the resolution was un-
certain: “Whatever has to be
done has to be done by Parlia-
ment. Everyone knows the com-
position of Parliament and the
views of those who constitute it.”

What is the Centre’s position?

“I presume the report will be
forwarded to the Centre,” Mr
Advani said. “Let the govern-
ment take a considered view.”
But the Centre’s opinion would
have to wait till Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee returns from Eu-
rope, and the Cabinet meets.

Mr Advani was tightlipped
over Dr Farooq Abdullah’s rep-
orted remark that Mr Vajpayee
had backed the autonomy move
when the two met recently. “If
anything has to be said, the

Prime Minister will say it,” Mr
Advani said.

But the passage of the House
resolution yesterday had not
embarrassed the Centre, Mr
Advani insisted. The National
Conference remains part of the
NDA, which always supports
greater devolution of powers to
the states. In fact, when the
state had forwarded the report
on greater autonomy to the
Centre last year, the Centre
had said it would be considered.

Mr Advani allayed fears that

the move would spark similar
demands from other states.
Demands for greater powers
have been made by several
states in the past, he said —
the Inter-State Council has dis-
cussed these demands.
Not anti-India: Dr Farooq
Abdullah declared the National
Conference’s move was not
aimed at “weakening the terri-
torial integrity of India”, and
that he would send ministers to
New Delhi and to all state capi-
tals to dispel any “unfounded
apprehensions” that parties or
governments may have on
autonomy, adds SNS Jammu.

“We want to assure the
nation that we don’t want to go
away from India. Our future
ties are in India and not in
Pakistan. Nobody should nur-
ture this impression that we
are anti-Indians.”

B More reports on page 8




THE UNSEEMLY haste with which the autonomy re
been rushed through the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly is sgg-
gestive yet again of how political compulsions continue to play
an unfortunate role in matters of crucial national importande.
The autonomy of the kind which Farooq Abdullah can n
claim is being sought by the State is not something which can be
obtained through such aggressive tactics. A recommendation
which, among other things, leaves only external affairs, defence
and communications in the hands of the Centre and redesig-
nates the Chief Minister as Prime Minister (as before
Independence) obviously concerns a matter on which a national
consensus has to be evolved. Any attempt to force the issue can
only be counter-productive not least becayse l{t will result in a
hardening of attitudes on all sides.OA;@ b) H — f\,\f)

From that standpoint, the impetuous Dr ‘Abdullah may have
made a mistake because it is extremely unlikely that the propos-
al will receive wide endorsement in the rest of the country. As a
result, the very move towards autonomy may suffer a setback
although no one will deny that nowhere is the need for it more
urgent than in Kashmir. In fact, a patient evaluation of the situ-

tion might have yielded agreement on a status not substantial-
ly different from what is now being sought. Yet, now that the
demand has been presented in such stark terms, resistance is
inevitable. The outcome will be an increasingly acrimonious
debate which will be of no little solace to India’s detractors who
will interpret the expected adverse comments as signifying New
Delhi’s reluctance to grant greater ‘freedom’ to the state.

Apart from this disservice to the very cause which he is claim-
ing to uphold, Dr Abdullah can also be faulted for the timing of
the measure. Clearly, just a year after Kargil which has seen an
aggravation of the security situation in the State, this is not the
best of times for such a controversial measure. What is worse, it
is not difficult to discern a political motive. Since Dr Abdullah’s
has not been the most successful of stints in power in recent
times, it is possible that his resort to the dramatic measure is a
desperate attempt to boost his sagging political fortunes, The
timing is also significant in the context of the Centre’s recent
decision to renew the dialogue with the Hurriyat, implying the
existence of political forces nearly as important as the National
Conference in the Valley. Whatever the move, all that the Chief
Minister has really achieved is to bring the autonomy question
to the forefront again with a specific set of proposals. As before,
they can be discussed, but there is no question of accepting all of
them, including highly contentious ones like a separate civil ser-
'vice and the exclusion of the Election Commission’s jurisdiction.




AUTISM IN KASHMIR

he chief minister of Kashmir, Mr Faroog Abdul-
I 1ah, is in dire political straits. Hence his decision
to gamble on a high risk confrontation with the
Bharatiya Janata Party-led government at the Centre.
His National Conference partymen easily passed a reso-
lution accepting the state autonomy committee report.
But in doing so they have done nothing to legally buttress
Kashmir's chances of autonomy. However, he has seri-
ously embarrassed the government of Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee. He may also be able to force a larger debate on
the issue of Kashmiri autonomy. Perhaps most impor-
tantly for the embattled chief minister, the passage of
the resolution may revive his flagging credibility in the
Kashmir valley, New Delhi has maintained the official
equivalent of a stony silence. This may be its best policy.
At a time when it is holding parleys with the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference, the last thing the Centre would
like to do is spell out an official stance on Kashmiti au-
tonomy. Yet that is exactly what Mr At?\ullah\ nts to
provoke. o ( ;n/

The Kashmir chief minétdr is walking a political
tightrope. He came to power in election characterized
by record low turnouts and taint by accounts of army
coercion. His present regime in Sripagar has been wide-
1y perceived as corrupt and maladministered. The state’s
finances are a mess. Mr Abdullah has barely begun the
task of rebuilding the state. The National Conference, by
all accounts, is deeply unpopular even in its valley
stronghold. The strongest evidence of Mr Abdullah’s
eroded credibility are signs that Kashmiri youth are
once again flocking to the banner of militancy —ajob
that had increasingly been filled by imported mercenar-
ies. Mr Abdullah has long complained that the Centre
has cut his feet from under him. He had campaigned on
the single platform of autonomy but New Delhi has re-
fused to let anybody, let alone Parliament, discuss the
matter. What has driven Mr Abdullah to pass the assem-
bly resolution seems to be the Vajpayee regime’s negotia-
tions with Hurriyat Conference leaders. There was an
implicit message in such a move. Namely, New Delhi is
prepared to consider an autonomy package for Kashmir.
1t would be pointless to talk with the Hurriyat Confer-
ence if it was not. However, it will not waste such a pack-
age on an unpopular Kashmirileader. Clearly, the Centre
believes Mr Abdullah is such a leader.

In any political drama regarding Kashmir, the actors
speak in half-truths and the plot is filled with gaps and
contradictions. The present autonomy debate is no ex-
~ ception. New Delhi is keeping mum. It is likely to stay
mealymouthed for fear of reducing its negotiating op-
tions when it comes to the Hurriyat Conference. Mr Ab-
dullah is likely to continue to talk loudly about autono-
my — he now plans to debate the second state autonomy
committee report which is about regional autonomy for
the valley, Jammu and Ladakh. He will now hope the cyn-
ical inhabitants of his state will suddenly see him in a
more positive light. If they donot, Mr Abdullah will have
emptied his quiver of political gimmicks. The Hurriyat
Conference will continue to speak with forked tongues as
well — loudly demanding azadi while holding talks that
can only have autonomy as their ultimate goal. Amid all
this are the long suffering people of Kashmir. Unfortu-
nately, no one is more uncertain and divided about the fu-
ture of the state than they. -
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BARC allays fears ove?radiat'gpn |
belt in coastal Kerala ..

Y

Mr. A. P. Jayaraman, Head Media Relation,
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, Mumbai,
writes: This has reference to your editorial
The Hindu, June 21. In this connection we
would like to inform you as follows:

It has been known for a long time that the
background radiation levels in the monazite
sand belt in coastal Kerala (including Karuna-
gappally Taluk) are higher than those found
elsewhere and hence this region has been cat-
egorised as Natural High Background Radi-
ation Area (HBRA).

Other such areas are the monazite sand de-
posits along the Atlantic Coast in Brazil, hot
springs of Ramsar and Mahallat in Iran, high
grade ore and mining areas in Saxony and the
neighbouring state of Thuringen in Germany,
hot springs and geological deposits of radio-

active minerals in China, Japan, Austria, USA

and Canada.

The radiation levels in Kerala are more or
less similar to those found in HBRA of Brazil
and China. There are also some areas in the
world where the radiation levels are much
higher than those observed in Kerala.

The population living in the HBRAof Kerala
is one of the largest found in HBRA. These
people have been living there for hundreds of
years,

Since last 30 years or so the Department of
Atomic Energy bas been assessing the radi-
ation levels and conducting studies on the bi-
ological and health effects of high background
radiation on this population through its own
laboratories in Quilon (Kollam) and Mumbai
as well as the Regional Cancer Centre in Thiru-

vananthapurain.
These studies include assessment of chro-
mosomal aberrations, Down’s Syndrome,

congenial malformations detectable at birth
and incidence of cancer. Earlier, in association
with British Geneticists, studies were carried
out on the chromosomal aberrations in rats
and mice from these areas with the support of
WHO.

The study cited in your editorial referred to
above, is a part of these ongoing epidemiolog-
ical programmes.

While the total radiation does is attributed
to external, ingestion and inhalation doses,
the study referred to is aimed at characterising

INALITULINAL, \ /\/ L

The study showed phenomenological char-
acteristics of these gases in relation to air ex-
change rates in houses of different
constructional types, thereby relating the in-
halation dose with the types of houses. How-
ever, as far as the total radiation dose is
concerned, the variability with respect to resi-
dential type is rather small.

As a result, the type of residence is not an
important parameter in determining the total
radiation exposure to individual persons.

In a recently published study, carried out
with the cooperation of the Ministry of Health

and Family Welfare, the State Government of .

Kerala, on nearly 37,000 newborn children
from this area, 98 different types of malforma-
tions have been screened for the frequency of
such malformations in the live born children
did not show any signiticant variation with the
dose of external radiation. over 26,000 new-
borns from HBRA did not show any signif-
icantly different frequency of malformation
compared with the 11,000 newborns from
normal background radiation area.

The number of newborns covered till date
has crossed 50,000. The frequency of malfor-
mations {1.46%) in the total newborns exam-
ined from this area was also found to be
comparable with simitar anatysis done on
nearly 72,000 newborns in Chennai (1.6%) and

95,000 newborns from New Delhi, Baroda and

Mumbai (1.6% to 1.86%).

The cytogenetic studies on the newborn
have been in progress since 1986. Comparison
of 8493 newborns from HBRA with 1737 new-
borns from Normal Level Natural Radiation
areas did not show any significant difference
in the frequency of chromosome aberrations.

The overall frequency of constitutional
chromosome anomalies was 4.95 per 1000
newborns which is comparable with the in-
cidence reported by the United Nations Scien-
tific Committee on the Effects of Atomic
Radiation (UNSCEAR) in its 1993 report.

In the above mentioned study from Kerala
there were no significant differences in the fre-
quencies of Down’s Syndrome cases between
the newburns from high and normal level ra-
diafion areas. \

The Chinese studies in HBRA based on 3
disorders have not shown any increase in the
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various chromosomal aberrations. An \in-
crease in the frequency of dicentrics is obseyv-

ed as a function of age ranging from two

among the newborns to 8-10 among adults to
18-20 dicentrics per 10,000 cells in the elderly.

Similar age dependent increase has been
reported in the Chinese population. OQur stud-
ies show no association between the inci-
dence of chromosomal aberrations and
radiation levels which range from 1-36 milli
Gray/y.

The studies on rodents {rats and mice) from
this area conducted by Prof. Gruneberg also
did not show any genetic effects attributable
to radiation exposure.

A comprehensive house-to-house survey of
the population of nearly four lakhs including
ane lakh living in high natural radiation area
of Karunagapally taluk of Kerala fol* assess-
ment of radiation level, life style, sacio-deino-
graphic  features, occupation, housing,
residence history and tobacco and alcohol
used and cancer incidence rates has been con-
ducted by the Regional Cancer Centre, Triva-
ndrum in association with BARC.

The preliminary analysis of these data show
no evidence of consistently higher occurrence
of cancer due to the levels of external gamma
radiation.

Epidemiological studies carried out the
world over in several radiation exposed co-
horts have emphasized the uncertainties in
the assessment of risk of cancer at exposures
below 20 milli Sievert (single exposure).

The risk is even lower when chronic expo-
sure is involved. [t is, therefore, prudent to
emphasise that though the health and well be-
ing of the people living in HBRA in India is of
utmost concern and scientifically important a

~ long-term study of various aspects is required

to draw definitive conclusions to put all ap-
prehensious to rest

The Department of Atomic Energy has al-
ways supported such a scientific assessment.
In the Low-Level Radiation Research Labora-
tory in Kollam and the Bio-Medical and
Health and Safety Groups at Trombay detailed
investigations such as dose estimations,
health audit, studies on genetic effects includ.




RS

/

o

THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 2000

VI

THE ADOPNON OF the controversial State Au-
tonomy Repo't by the Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islature, whatever the motivation of the Chief
Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, in embarking up-
on the “gimmick” as his detractors would call it,
has undoubtedly served to set the stage for a
national debate on an’ acknowledgedly critical
aspect of the Kashmir problem. Given the ruling
National Conference’s two-thirds majority in the
House, the denouement should come as no sur-
prise, although the Chief Minister had earlier
claimed that the Government had no intention
of getting a formal resolution passed by the As-
sembly. Driven as he was by political compul-
sions to “demonstrate’’ his credentials as the
champion of autonomy and to redeem his par-
ty’s poll commitment, Dr. Abdullah cannot pos-
sibly be expected to deny himself the
opportunity of capitalising on the SAC report to
the maximum by stopping with a mere debate in
the House. The tragic part of it ali, however, was.
that the six-day debate ended as it started, with
the ruling establishment and the Opposition
bending all their energies to scoring political
points rather than addressing the core autono-
my-related issues and taking an informed posi-
tion on the various proposals made by the SAC.
What little substantive discussion was there
threw up a sharp dichotomous divide, so to say,
vith one side swearing by the panel report and
tae other rejecting it ontright.

In practical terms, the fact that the SAC re-
port has been approved by the State Legislature
does not amount to much; it is not as if the last
word has been said on the autonomy package or
the recommendations made by the panel have
become sacrosanct. Far from it. If the idea of
restricting the Union’s domain to Defence, Ex-
ternal Affairs and Communications sounds too
romantic, the proposal to bar the jurisdiction of
the Supreme Court, the Comptroller and Auditor
General and the Election Commission, as it ob-
tained before 1953, seems out of sync with the
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ground realities. And, debatable are the panel’s
recommendation on ‘fundamental rights’ and
provisions relating to the declaration of a state of
emergency. For his part, Dr. Farooq Abdullah
has made it known that the National Conference
was not dogmatic about its stand on the SAC
report-and was open to a discussion. Given the
history of regional and subregional rivalries/
identities, any autonomy package for the State
that does not envisage a viable decentralised re-
gime at the inter-regional and intra-regional lev-
els is unlikely to get popular support, much less
deliver. In this context, the fact that the people of
Jammu and Ladakh regions have not been taken
into confidence and their apprehensions of a
possible accentuation of neglect have not al-
layed by the Government before pushing for the
adoption of the SAC report is a striking lapse.

Now that the ‘autonomy’ demand has got
the State Legislature’s sanction, the Centre can
no longer skirt the issue. It is for the NDA regime
to respond in a manner consistent with the na-
tional imperative of reversing the alienation of
the people of Jammu and Kashmir. After all, two
Prime Ministers in the recent past have commit-
ted themselves to “maximum autonomy" within
the Constitutional framework, which in itselfis a
recognition that the special status for the State
under the Instrument of Accession has suffered
progressive erosion and needs to be restored.
Any credible autonomy package has to draw
substantially upon the special provisions under
Article 370, the one which the BJP wants to be
scrapped. The Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K
Advani's response — that Parliament would be

brought into the picture — is unexceptionable. m

While the agenda of the ruling coalition makes
no reference to abrogation of Article 370, it will
be interesting to see how far the Government is
prepared to go in honouring the spirit of that
Article, which symbolises the nation's commit-
ment to the State made at the time of its acces-/
sion. ;,»’
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By Our Special Correspondent

CGHENNAI, JUNE 28. Making clear its strong opposi
to a pre-1953 type status for Jammu and Kash
the BJP today expressed confidence that Parliam
would reject the autonomy resolution passed by the
State Assembly.

“Never, never, never will we accept this if it meani
a return to the pre-1953 situation,” the BJP gener
secretary, Mr. Venkaiah Naidu, told reporters here.

He ruled out any autonomy that would limit the
Centre’s role to External Affairs, Defence and Com-
munications. “Much water has flowed since 1953,”
he added.

Noting that other parties had also voiced their
opposition to the autonomy proposals, Mr. Naidu
said Parliament would reject the resolution. Howev-
er, the BJP was not against devolution of more pow-
ers to the States. The NDA Government, by sticking
to the National Agenda for Governance, was not for
scrapping of Article 370 which gave a special status
to Jammu and Kashmir. “Jammu and Kashmir has a
special status because it has a special problem,” he
said.

At the same time, Mr. Naidu equated Jammu and
Kashmir with other States of the country saying
there was no reason why it could not move forward
in the path of development with the existing Consti-
tutional provisions when other States had done so.
In this context, he also pointed out that Central as-
sistance to Jammu and Kashmir was 14 times more
than that given to Bihar and 11 times more than that
given to Tamil Nadu.

Explaining why the BJP was against restoration of
the pre-1953 status, he said in such a scenario, many
of the Constitutional provisions would not apply to
Jammu and Kashmir. The Supreme Court, the
Comptroller and Auditor General and the Election
Commission of India would have no jurisdiction
over the State, he pointed out.

Mr. Naidu did not see any need for a coordination
committee meeting of the NDA on the issue. He said
there was no incongruity in the National Conference
{which is ruling Jammu and Kashmir) continuing to
be a part of the NDA Government despite the BIP’s
opposition to the autonomy proposals.

Admitting that the BJP had not consulted the oth-
er NDA partners on the issue, he said this was be-
cause the stand of all parties on the issue was
known.

_~Parliament will reject ..«
~ autonomy resolution: BJP

The BJP was not against autonomy per se, but the
scope of the autonomy needed to be defined, he
said. “We must first know the anatomy of autono-
my.”

On the reported mediation efforts of the Puri San-
karacharya, he said the Centre too was willing to talk
to the Hurriyat leaders.

Asked about the contradictions in the NDA on the
Sri Lanka issue, Mr. Naidu said all the partners of the
NDA toed the Government of India line on Sri Lan-
Kka. But the individual constituents were free to have
their own view on the Eelam issue. ‘‘Nobody will
create problems for the NDA,” he added.

On the Erode conference being organised by the
MDMIK, he said the resolutions to be passed at the
conference would be in line with the thinking of the
rest of the country.

Dismiss J&K Govt,
says Thackeray

By Our Special Correspondent

MUMBAI, JUNE 28. The Shiv Sena Chief, Mr. Bal Thack-
eray, has appealed to the Prime Minister, Mr. AB.
Vajpayee, and the Union Home Minister, Mr. LK
Advani, to dismiss the Jammu and Kashmir Govern-
ment headed by Dr. Faroog Abdullah ““and save In-
dia.”

In a strongly-worded statement carried today by
his party newspaper, Saamna, Mr. Thackeray said
that by passing the autonomy resolution, Dr. Ab-
dullah had taken a step towards separation. “Why
more autonomy when Jammu and Kashmir is an
undivided part of India,” he asked.

“The state is already enjoying more autonomy
(compared to other states) and now more autonomy
would strike at the root the country,” Mr. Thackeray
said asking, “‘does Dr. Abdullah think that India is a
sacrificial goat?”’

The Union Government should counter the move
which he described as ‘extremism of autonomy’
with a declaration that Kashmir would be under the
control of the Indian Constitution.

“1f you do not act in time, history will not pardon
you,” Mr. Thackeray told the NDA Government of
which the Shiv Sena is a partner.
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/A7tonomy is not separatlon

| by Shujaat Bukhari

ment will soon begin a dialogue
with the separatists in Kashmir,
particularly the All-Party Hurriyat
Conference, as the decks for the
talks seem to have been cleared,
the Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah,
said today.

In an interview to The Hindu
here, Dr. Abdullah said, “I think
the Centre is eager to talk to these
groups. I think that after the
Prime Minister returns from Eu-
rope, the Union Cabinet will de-
cide about the dates and the
venue for the meeting.”

On his involvement in the pro-
posed dialogue, he said, “this is
strictly between the Centre and
the groups” adding “‘let them first
talk. It is only after they come to
soi e conclusion will T be taken
int: confidence.”

Kejecting a proposal of the
United States-based Kashmir
Study Group for division of the
State on communal lines, Dr. Ab-
dullah said it did not enjoy the
tlessings of the American Gov-
ernment, otherwise ‘the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, would
have taken it up with the Prime
“Minister during his recent visit
here”

“Mr. Farooq Kathwari, archi-
tect of the plan, met me in Jammu
carly this year and put forward
the proposal. I did not agree then,
and I don't agree now. It suggests
that the Chenao river be the di-
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Dr. Farooq Abduliah

viding line to bifurcate Kashmir
and Jammu with an option for the
people in Rajouri, Doda and
Poonch to go either with Kashmir
or Jammu, which will remain in
India. Similarly, Lek would be
part of India and Kargil would
have the option of going with
Kashmir or Skardu. There are
many such plans being mooted
by some Kashmiris, U.S. Senators
and Congressmen. These are not
acceptable to us,” Dr. Abdullah
said.

On the autonomy resolution
passed by the State Assembly last
week, he said, *it does not mean
separation from India but is a way
the people of the State can live
with dignity and honour.”

Rejecting the plan to have a
committee headed by the Cabinet

Secretary to discuss the issue, Dr.
Abdullah insisted on a ministerial
committee saying, “it is a political
issue and has to be discussed at
the political level.”

Blaming the Bharatiya Janata
Party for misleading the nation on
the issue, he wondered, ‘““how can
you expect support from the BJP
which has been demanding even
abrogation of Article 370 (which
confers a special status on J&K).
But it is not the view of the ruling
National Democratic Alliance. I
think the NDA partners will see
reason and back us.”

Asked how he would react if the
demand was not accepted, he
said, “you will see at that time. We
proved those wrong who said we
would not be able to pass the res-
olution.”

The Chief Minister pointed out
that protests in some pockets of
Jammu and Leh did not mean ev-
eryone there was against autono-
my.
mean Jammu alone but compris-
es Udhampur, Doda, Rajouri,
Poonch and Kathua. The same is
the case with Ladakh, which does
not consist of Leh alone. I cannot
say everybody in Kashmir is with
autonomy as there are some who
want azadi (freedom). But I am
sure the majority will support us,”
he said.

Expressing the hope that au-
tonomy would lead to peace, he
said, “it is not the only path.
There is also the path of a dfa-
logue between India and Pakis-
tan. All these are steps in the right
direction.”
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“Jammu division does not

Let 1975 accord
be the basis for
solution: Gujral

bByK K. Katyal O A

NEW OELHI, JUNE 29. Emphatically
plead#ng that the current debate
on thd Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly’s resolution on autonomy
be treated as an internal affair of
the country, the former Prime
Minister, Mr.
Inder Kumar
Guijral, has sug-
gested that the
1975 accord be

solution. “We¢

P~ are dealing with
our people There should not
even be the slightest shade of sus-
picion about them,” he said in a
conversation. To drive home the
point, he added: ‘‘Patriots do not
live in New Delhi alone.”

Equally strongly he disap-
proved of the idea of trifurcation
of the State on communal lines
(as had been suggested by the
RSS). This myopic ideacut at the
very root of the country’s unity
and implied a recognition of the
two-nation theory. The unity in
diversity of Jammu and Kashmir
was a microcosm of the religious,
ethnic and cultural composition
of the country as a whole and
nothing should be done to disturb
it, he said.
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