(x\,\”\/ Kashmir Primer (

According to reports from Washington, President Clinton fav /&s In-
dia becoming a permanent member of the Security Council but cilgs the
UN resolution on Kashmir as being the main obstacle. If this is trye, it
constitutes a damning indictment of our foreign policy for over 50 years:
we have failed to put across to the international community the basic
facts about the UN resolution, and why — and because of whom — it
was not implemented. This ignorance of basic facts on the Kashmir reso-
lution on the part of the US president reflects very poorly on the Indian
foreign office since the architect of that resolution, Dr Josef Korbel, was
the father of the present US secretary of state. The August 13,1948 reso-
lution was in three parts. There was to be a ceasefire, followed by a truce,
which, inter alia, entailed withdrawal of all Pakistani forces and tribals
who had been inducted into the area by Pakistan. Upon the satisfactory
completion of the terms thereunder there would finally be a reference to
the will of the people through a plebiscite. Pakistan never fulfilled Part I1
without which Part I1I remained in limbo. Subsequently, Pakistan was in
glaring default of Part I as well. The UN Representative for J&K, Am-
bassador Gunnar Jarring, reported to the Security Council on April 29,
1957 as follows:’ I could not fail to take note of the concern expressed in
connection with the changing political, economic and strategic factors
surrounding the whole of the Kashmir question together with the chang-
ing pattern of power relations in West and South Asia. The council will,
furthermore, be aware of the fact that implementation of international
agreements of an ad hoc character which has not been achieved fairly
speedily, may become progressively more difficult because the situation
with which they were to cope has tended to change.”

On August 25, 1948, Dr Korbel wrote to pandit Jawaharlal Nehru that
“the local people in the evacuated territory will have freedom of legiti-
mate political activity. In this connection the term evacuated territory
refers to those territories in the state of Jammu and Kashmir which are
at present under the effective control of the Pakistan high command.”
This enormous failure to project India’s case on Kashmir — and the fact
that it was not India but Pakistan which failed to implement the UN res-
olution — goes back several decades. The Indian political class and bu-
reaucracy haven'’t the faintest clue about how to handle information and
use it to advantage. They have been following the policy of keeping
Kashmir out of the international public gaze. In the process, most of
them have failed to remember that India did not violate the UN resolu-
tion but Pakistan did. The foreign service establishment has not pro-
duced a compendium of UN resolutions on Kashmir and related
developments for ready reference of our own diplomats. Consequently,
our diplomats have not been able to keep the US president, his secretary
of state, and US diplomats effectively briefed on the facts on
Kashmir. It is time the present political leadership did its homework on
Kashmir so that it is in a position to educate Bill Clinton during his
forthcoming visit to India.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
14 MR 200



-surdaq andoqeip pue dn usAld SI 80U
-01a uaym Afuo aigissod ST aTaIysey ur uon
-NJos 3[qEITUIR UB ‘SN "ISISAIP OS SI J[aS)
— uonesmuedIo e[PIqUIN Ue — JRALLINY
ayy -e1eig Aue jo uorda1 Aue Ul AUSISAID
wioxy adeosa ou st a1y} 98] Ul 19 Ie A
-uapi unsny ururysey amd ou st a1y,

"Aaffep Ay jo sul[sSUY 9y pue
nwiue( Jo SUI[SNy 91 UIdMIQ S9OUDIdJ
-Jip [BITIMO pue (Ad][eA 843 JO SIuung pue
[81eY Jo SEIYS) STUUNG pUB SBIYS Uaaml
-aq ‘Ars1aArp Teuordal se [[9m se snoidial
S1 91I9Y) 00) JIWYSEeY JO SWISNA UIYIIM

pep
-p] puB NUWUWE( Jo AWOUOINE 311 3T ‘9IBIS
a1 UM Awrouone [euor3dar -191ul U0
-PM PINOYS 3] "ISTBY UMO oy wiIey
M 1] "91BIS Bl UIYNM SHTUyse)-uou
pue SLTUWIYSE) PUB SWI[SNN-UOU pUE suii]
-sniy uaamiaq A1a100s asuefod 01 A 10U
pmoys a1, "ANSISAIp [eualut su ajowold
01 ajqissod JuryiArass op pnoys Iruysey
10 AwrouoIne oy} 10] PuUBIS OYM ISOYL

Au8syur pue Aun sua
-18uanis OS[e 1NQ 9IUBUISAOS IBIJOWDP
01 spea] AJUc Jou ANSIBAIP Jo SuruayBuans
-KIISISAID [EUISUT UMO S JO JURII[OIUT SeM
ueisped 1S9M 9snedaq 1261 ur dn ayoiq
ueIsDRd 9AS1]ag 01 Pud} U0 SAVI0J 18I
-1ySu1 a3 Se ‘aseq s3] Ue() IoYIRI AIun s A1
-UNoD € Jo AWaua 9y} ST ‘sny) ‘Ajquriofrun)
“Anunoo e Jo dn Yearq oY) 03 spesj A[a1BW
-npn ‘Aoeroowrap jo a3e sIyl ur s[qeureIsns
Apusueuilad 10U ST Yorgm ‘WSIURLIRILIOY)
-Ne puy ‘2In}Mo UBMEIIOYINE UE 0) pue
Sursueao oruyle 0} Spea] A[IRWIRM YoIym
‘Apuaiopiun 10j seysnd 31 Y31 snoidipl
a1} AQ paruasaI sAeM[E ST ‘T9AIMOT ‘YIIym
‘wsteanid  pue  Answalp  Sururelurewt
uo spusdop ALudoiu sANUNOd Ayl

“IauuRW A{I[URUI
-s3)eIs ® Ul paSeurw uUssq peY SUOISUI)
[e100S a1 JI pIPIOAE U3( 3ARY PINOD Pays
-pooiq yonuw og “Aired Surmi usyy a1y Aq
payoaoid Suraq adudjoir 01 Suipes| SUOIS
-u? 3o sajdurexa SNoOLAGO 1. JTUIYSEY pue
qelung -eouajolr 01 spesy wstuniioddo
yons puy ‘sonijod rendod Suidefd Aq suois
-9} [eoos aeaeife foy) ‘AreNUOD oy
uQ ‘sanienb asoty sdeidsip — sAep asayy
uondaoxe o[qeinouoy Aue Apreq yim
— uepnijod ou pue suolsMduwiod UMmo
su sey songod isyndod ‘Afreuniiojun
‘18110 9y} uo ‘diysuewsale)s pue uonned
JwenXs pue ‘puey aue Yl uo ‘AiiSau

meW onjel

pue Aisauoy saimbar yoiym sel ajedrop
1SOUW B 1 3] '9UOP Uey) pres I3ISed S 1 ‘19Ad
-MOH ‘SuesWl dneIdOWSP Y3NoIyl paajos
-21 aq 01 SABY SUOISUA) ons Ing "Ajuapt
feuoiSor pue Ausiearp jo sordouud sayy
usamlaq SUOISUI) [BIJ0S 3Jeald O} punoq
S1 pUEB PaAJDSaI AJISES 2Q JOUUED IPIYM
‘£9BIOOWSP JO BUILIS[IP B PIapul SI STYJ,
syIS Surppy
10 sypueg Suredxa £q ‘313130 atf) uo ‘Arer
-nyd (eu1a1Ul 831 AO1ISIP 01 INO I STUEIIUT
LIuysey 941 ‘pUe ‘pPUBY dUO Y} UO (DU
-1SIXd JO 1IN0 1SOWIR) PIIN{Ip 310M (L€ 9
-1y JO SIUSIUOD A} ‘I9A8MOH "AINUapI ST
piengajes 01 pue Iuysey Jo Awouone 9y}
100dsa1 01 UOTINIIISUOYD) AU Ul PILIISUT SEM
a[orME Y], 'UONUSIUGD JO SUO( B dUI003q
sey IWYSEY JO 9SBD Ul QLE SOIMVY ‘SNUL
‘Bole UB Ul PI[Ias Apealfe asoyl Jo 19q
-umu ayjl 3onpaI 1o uoneidiw dois o1 Juem
pue , [10S 3Y) JO SuOS,, Jo UeB0[s A} Isiel
saoi10y 1snysu Auepy -uopeidiur Aq paud
-1ea1ys st Aipuapi feuorday dniss ysieinid
puUR 9SIOAIP B Ul SUOISUS) UIRLI3D Sastel
fovroowda(] [eMm se sued ferdajur si a1e
fueanyd pue Aysiaarp ‘Aoerdourap jo wed
renuassa ue st uonisoddo jgeoead sy
‘suTysey oyl Aq pasi]
-odououu aq [pim Iruysey] 1.y 0S SIPfI§ pue
snpury] [[e sreurwiiE 01 3upEas are sjue}
T ppuysey 9yl ‘A[Tepiuus CsyIS -uou
[Te JO eale a1 asuea 01 qelung ur snpury
1UAJ0UUL [RISADS [{I] 01 PALIL SIP{IS 1SIUIdI}
X9 9y "eale I[3Y] Ul SI3Y10 pue SWISNA
asawessy AurUL 0S Paf[D] @ABY ASY [, 'sOpog
-uou [[¢ JO BIIE 9Yl asuea[d O} JUBM pueR
pue[opog 918210 01 JUBM WESSY Ul SISIW
-a11xa opog ay], “Suisuead d1uyla :aouanb
-asu09 a[qeoidsap-Arenba 1aioue 01 spes|
os[e 1nqg uoos aaissaidal saui0daq AJuo 10u
‘Qaneiaqi] se uedaq 1 JI U9AD ‘SOUSJOIA
"OLVN 2y} Jo uonuaAIaI Ul
a1 1913e A[UO PaUTRIUOD 3q P[NOY 3JUS[0IA
‘OA0SOY puB BIQIaS U] ‘sauasisiul semod
1918513 swos ssepun 2dudjola denadiad
0] 95N2X3 1910 3y} 10 dUO puy [[m ASYL
-dn wieyy aAl8 03 Apear J9a3 £JpIey a1e pue
SUIIE 01 9B} 0UyMm 3soy) pue 1amod jo pun|
B ST 90US[OIA ‘I pus 0} d[qissoduii-1Bau
g aouajora urdaq o Asea st 1y “fipenb Jut

-ure)SNs-J[as & sanmboe pue sOlUIBUAP UMO
) $o1BIaUS] 20Ul[OIA Uo0S Ing 'I[38Nis
ap jo aseyd utelrad e ur paynsn( readde
Aew asn S} PUB AJSIO0S JO UONIIS Jueul
-wiop & Aq uonnoasiad Jo sread Aq pexids
-ul 8q APW 9JUS[OIA ‘SISBI UIRIIDD U]
SIURIIWE | IpRyLf,, JO HWysey
ul swisny [eleqi pue syjIS [UeIsiely
9y} Jo SIIUIAUS paley 1SOW Y} 19Mm SIPIS
[BI9GH ‘snyl yiesp Aq Ajuo ajqeysiund
Asa1aY] palepisuod st uotuido urtagp Aue
“Joypo a1 uo ‘pue Juade Aweus ue 3urad Jo
uosiad 1ey10 £13A3 1dadsns Aoy ‘puey auo
3yl UQ ‘SdIBI0APE SII JO SYURI Y} Ul 3dUE
-IS[0IUI AUWIANXQ sIlapuadue os[e 1 ‘pup|
awenxa 9yl Jo uompldsns A[uo 1ou salowW
-01d 30UD[OIA ‘SHpUBJ UBY) PIJ[P Ud3(q
aaey SWISNN dI0W ‘001 Ifurysey Ul ‘st
-eIsIRU Aq qelung Ut pafip| a19m snpuly
uvy) SYYIS 210N "SUMNEJ [RAII UIOX 9SOy
Jey uopipen snoidiai umo 1Y jo apd
-0ad azowr [y s1081q 1sny3Lr asayl puy
ey IS 8y} uo
paseq aess e ajowioxd 0) SIY) [[e puy sieak
[e19A9S 10J A[SJBUIUILIDSIPUI }sOul 3JUd]
-0IA 0] P9110sdI OSe qefund ur sTuRISIey
QUL "$'[) 9} UT 11je 198 UII(Q IARY PIWIo]
-13d aIk SUONIOQE AI3YM SUOTINITISUL AUeW
0s pue ‘paf{ Uea( dAey suonioge 3ul
-urioptad s10100p pue sesinu Auew o 31d
-0ad |, oy1[-01d,, passajuod-J[as 4q 'S’} oY}
ur paloessewr uadaq aaey ardoad | 901040
-oxd,, Auepy Py Sunowoid jo auidop
1y a1owroad 01 937 ysmBunxe Ay, -, 931
-o01d,, 3ureq Jo aumIOP SN S[Ed I JBYM
ardoad uo 92107 01 A[@IBUTLLIDSIPUL JSOWT
90U3[0IA 3sn 03 umouy st 1y3u snoidial
ay) “g7() oy3 U “sIyYSu1 snoidijel umo s puo
ystqeise 01 a[qissiuriad sy adud(ola 1B
— s30p sAem[e 14311 snoI3ia1 Yyl se — urel
-uTeUI 0} UOIZI2I 01 JNSuT Uk sf 3] "uot3ral
JO awreu ay] Ul JBY} pue ‘pury 1SI0M 1)) JO
souaora sayenadiad 1yBu snoidiar ayL
‘$1YBU UMO 131} 31D
-35 0] pajuem sqIas Ay [ AUM "padel arom
UoWioM JO sSpalpuny ‘erusog Ul paides
-SBW 3IaM SpUESnOY], "3dueisul 10§ e
-sog ‘sojdurexo [2I2A3S I1ID UBD IM *, SWYSU
oneIOWRp,, SUlINDds 10} APIBUIWILIISIP
-ut pasn 3utaq st adUI[OIA ‘I9A0 PHOM YL

‘510110 Jo sjySi1 ay1 40f 1adsat ou
aavy anuysv) o apdoad ay Jo syySit ayy 1of
SunySif Aipasoddns asoyy jpy; 3uisiedins st 3]

- OH

12urduy 1y reyssy Ag

J0UIdp pue Y

‘uouswiouayd apIMPIIOoMm B S I SUo[e I
-ysey ur Sutuaddey 10U st I “SP{IS JUId0U
-ur paqfR| aAey A8yl PInod moy ‘@smIaylQ
‘$1910 JO $1y3u1 oY) 10} 10adsar ou daey
Iwysey jo adoad ayy jo siydu ayl 10§
Sunysy Apasoddns asoy 1ey) dursudins
ST 1] "SISAUI-NIUE AI3A 5 ADBIOOWAD ST 0UIY
-01A "o[qeIsap A[yS1y Afferows os[e Ing 1uea
-apa1 A[uo jou st ‘uonendsur Jo 92Inos S|
Ianaleym ‘Quafora-uou jJo Aydosopyd stH
"JUBAS[OI 1SOW SUTRWAI IIypues 913 "9UO
JBIOOWSP B Ul SS9 yonuw ‘A19190s Aue Ul
aor(d oU SeY ADUS[OIA "9SN SIBUTWILIISIPUL
(ons $$9] Yonui ‘asn s31 91EJ0APE 1A [[IM
590UoNDIsSU00 21 JO SIBME alB PUBR MIIA
wira) Suol B ayel oym asoyy ng -adoad
Ure118d 0] $9OUBISWINOID UIBIID Ul pay
-nsn{ sreadde 20USOIA W sajearidde A[uo
11 ‘wepqord Aue 9A[0S JoUUBD JOUS[OIA
‘YSHINO[ ued 9fI uewny
ye 19pio uj ;9[38n1ns Aue no Aued am
op Aym e 191y "Sunroddns yiiom st asned
OUu pa10Bs — 1a)ewW 1Y} I0] 1] Aue — O]
WBITY] 1SPISUCD 0) UILd] 3m ssapuf) 1sn{
aq 9sned a1y} JI UdAS ‘Pauopuod aq 10Uued
s1oe yons ‘asodmd ay) 19ad1vyAA HISIA UO)
-ugD) 3y} SULINp U310} Y} Ul 3NsST Il
-ysey ay3 ind 0} aI0BSSEUIL ST} INO PAlLIed
syuelI Sy Jeyl Afexi eunb st 3j I
-ysey ut 9oudjola ut 9dedus oym asou) pod
-110ddns aaey 1Bl JUSWIUIBAOY) TUBISDR]
aY) UM SJUSWIS 1. 213y} JeY) 9A3Idq
1,, Pres SUomIaN D9V 24l 01 MIIAISIUT sy
ur ‘uoul[) Jigd A uspisald SN YL
Am3s oy ysiund 0] JUBWUIIA0D )
padin pue 2IDBSSBW ay} PIDUNOUSP OS[E
‘aui() UIppnie[e[ BUBMEIN ‘TWE[S[-9-1BWI
-e[ a1 Jo Jo1yo Supyiom ayy, -sjdoad Jus0
-ouut jo Sury panruuad uoidia1 ou 1eyd
pres os[e o ‘Auowliey [RUNULILI0D ulgim)
-SIp e paulle Sem 11 pies pue 1oe UewWINyul
ug 11 pa[[ed ‘Hepng ye[npqy ‘wewi-qreN
‘108 Apseysd ay) paounouap aaey 191
OUM SIOPED] WIISTA [[B ‘SIdYI0 WOl
1eily "SULI9) UTB1IADOUN OU Ul AI0BSSEW 3}
@ﬁou. aaey K10100s JO SUOM1I3S [[V
>V 'SWnolA oY) 0} J3NBUI 10U Op
suoneSa[e-191uN0d pue suonesaje 9saylL
‘Bupuiauoy A[prey ST yoym ‘N purysq
aram sa010) Areyjrutesed 10 Awry ay3 eud
afe[e pue SIP{I§ Gg Jo Surp] ay1 ut ajol
Aue Auap sjuel[IuI ay ], ‘210essel Sy Ino
pouled eqre]-a-1eyyse| ay ey
pa1oadsns st 1] "SNJ0j olul ANSST
nwysey syl ysnoiq uree a0U0
sey SUPJIS JO a1oessew INADHY AH

3 1 eous[OIx”

HINDU
1

78 MAR 1

JHE



Break,the dﬁgagiglock%w
\HE ARRIVAL \\Delni of two “All-Barties Harriyat
Conference leaders this\week, following the recent Srinagar
visit of Defence Minister George Fernandes, is the first indica-
tion of the Kashmiri leaders{ willingness to engage in a dialogue
with the Centre. This is a welcome development and a sign of
optimism in what is almost a deadlock situation. However,
there is no reason to be impatient. The process of dialogue will
have to run a long and arduous course and would demand huge
reserves of patience and perseverance. There are several hur-
dles to cross and too many entrenched positions to negotiate
with. What is crucial is that the Hurriyat has implicitly set aside
its earlier insistence on tripartite talks with Pakistan as the third
party, The growing isolation of Islamabad in international
diplomacy must have helped the Hurriyat leaders to clarify its
own political identity, instead of tagging on to the Pakistani
bandwagon which was not taking them anywhere.

It is not surprising that several militant outfits based in
Pakistan, including Islamic fundamentalist groups like the
Lashkar-e-Toiba and Harkat-ul-Ansar, have vowed to intensify
and escalate their campaign of terror in the State, They have
indicated plans to send in more mercenaries with sophisticated
weapons from across the LoC, This indicates their frustration at
the turn of events in the Valley. Clearly, they would want to
derail all initiatives of reconciliation and thereby try to prove
that the talks have been ineffectual. Moreover, their brazen
admission of plans to create “mini-Kargils” across the LoC
through the summer has not gone unnoticed. In fact, this only
makes the US State Department’s report, Patterns of Global
Terrorism — which neils Pakistan for promoting terrorist outfits
~ rather mild stuff. As the dialogue gathers speed, the Hurriyat
leaders would need to take a stand on the continuing depreda-
tions committed by foreign mercenaries in J&K.

It might take long to search for a common ground through
dialogue. But this process will help in marginalising the gun-cul-
ture that has achieved nothing apart from brutalising the civil
society in Kashmir for more than a decade. Besides, Kashmiris
want peace and stability, a new life which promises political
hope and economic security. Surely, with the involvement of
veterans like Syed Mir Qasim in the reconciliation process, and
a flexible and open framework of democratic dialogue, there is
no reason why a breakthrough cannot be achieved.
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FROM OUR SPECIAL L}’
CORRESPONDENT /4

New Delhi, May 4: The Centre
today released Hurriyat Confer-
ence leader Yasin Malik and four
others ahead of a possible opening
of talks with political groups par-
aliel to the National Conference in
Kashmir.

The Hurriyat executive has de-
cided to call ameeting in Srinagar
to discuss the Kashmir scenario.
“I don’t think there is any ground
for any negotiation within the
framework of the Indian constitu-
tion,” Malik said after his release.

Malik and four second-rung
leaders — identified as Abdul
Majid Dandoo, Abdul Ahad Waza,
Ghulam Mohammad Sankara and
Mohammad Ashraf Sehrai —
were released from Tihar Jail this
evening after being detained for
over six months under the Public
Safety Act.

The Centre has released 11
Hurriyat leaders so far. The All-
Party Hurriyat Conference is an
umbrella organisation of outfits
which, till recently, were seeking
secession from the Indian Union.
Hurriyat chief Syed Ahmed Ali
Shah Geelani, Abdul Ghani Lone
and Maulvi Abbas were the first
to be released. The three were set
free soon after Bill Clinton left
after his five-day visit in March.

The home ministry, which has
a Jammu and Kashmir Affairs de-
partment, appears to have taken a
back seat with the Prime Minis-
ter’'s Office (PMO) calling the
shots in the wake of the release of
the Hurriyat leaders and reports

lﬁi‘g in

'Vt-ha:—-ﬂ-ré defence minister ha;

Yasin
hard

preliminary talks with

Qasim, who was Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister in the
early eighties.

Before the Vajpayee govern-
ment decides to open talks, it will
have to reckon with the fact that
the ruling National Conference, a
partner in the ruling coalition at
the Centre, is not on good terms
with Hurriyat. Party chief Farooq
Abdullah’s son Omar is minister
of state for commerce in the Vaj-

. payee government.

Following the influx of foreign
mercenaries, the Cenire will also
have to take into account whether .
these leaders have any influence -
over the Kashmiri youth. Mir
Qasim is believed to be a “spent |
force” in Valley politics. Malik, |
however, is articulate and at one
point had substantial influence on
young Kashmiris.

The government will keep a
watch on what steps the released !
Hurriyat leaders take in the Val-
ley. There was littie fuss in Kash-
mir when they were arrested last
year, asign of their increasing iso-
lation. But the Hurriyat has more
mass support than the ruling Na-
tional Conference.

Officials said not too much
should be read into the release of
the leaders. Before any dialogue
begins, the government will
sound Abdullah, they said.

But the release is signal of the
new approach adopted by the gov-
ernment. Defence sources today s-
aid home minister L K. Advani a-
nd army chief V.P. Malik are sch-
eduled to visit Kashmir on May 7.
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MHurriyat calls
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for “peace offensive’

Insists on inyolvement of Pakistan in talks process to solve J&K problem

Jay Raina O’ ’to/(\ b{l"

New Delhi, May 5

THE ALL Party Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) is in favour of
a "peace offensive" that would not
only ensure a permanent resolu-
tion to the Kashmir dispute but
lead to an era of peace and
progress in the sub-continent.

As it awaits a formal offer of
"unconditional dialogue" from the
Centre, the APHC leadership per-
ceives its role as a bridge between
the two warring nations (India and
Pakistan) that have fought three
wars to find a military solution to
the Kashmir dispute.

"The disputed legacy of Kashmir
has to be confronted with peace
parleys to the satisfaction of all
three parties€oncerned -- India,
Pakistan the people of the
composj#€ State of Jammu and

Kashmir," two top-ranking lead
of the Hurriyat, Mir Waiz Umer
Farooq and Prof Abdul Gani Bhat,
told The Hindustan Times in an
exclusive interview today.

Spelling out the broader parame-
ters of a possible dialogue with the
Centre, they called for a fresh
approach based on flexibility, hon-
esty and accommodation.

"All the parties concerned will
have to work in a new mould of
give and take to ensure a perma-
nent resolution of the problem,"
they said while ruling out the
exclusion of.Pakistan from any
kind a peace dispensation in the
region.

Prof Gani, who was released
recently from the jail along with
two other senior Hurriyat leaders,
stressed the importance of break-
ing the barriers of distrust among
the three warring parties. "We have

o forget the pust, capture avail-

able opportunities and envision a

future of peace and amity for the

suffering masses of the sub-conti-
ent," he said.

The assertions of these two lead-
ers assume significance in the
backdrop of their three-hour-long
dinner meeting with Pakistan's
High Commissioner Qazi Ashraff
Jahangir on Wednesday. While
refusing to divulge the exact nature
of their discussions with the Pak
envoy, the two Hurriyat leaders
hinted that Pakistan would not
stand in the way of a Centre-
APHC dialogue.

However, they rejected the possi-
bility of holding discussions with
the Centre over two possible
options -- transfer of power or an
interim arrangement within the
existing constitutional status of
J&K.

"All such gimmicks have been
tried during the last 50 years, but
to no avail," they asserted, saying
that the time had come to address
the core parameters of the prob-
lem that were primarily political in
nature.

Both Mir Waiz Umer Faroog,
who has chaired the APHC for two
terms, and Prof Gani, who is the
chief APHC spokesman, expressed
ignorance of any kind of a formal
“offer of dialogue" by the Vajpayee
Government. "We have been read-
ing about it in newspapers and also
about the so-called activities of
intermediaries," they said.

Mir Waiz in particular did not
foresee any role for the so-called
self-appointed mediators. "If talks
were to be held, these will be
between the Centre and the APHC
at the level of their authorised rep-
resentatives,” he emphasised.
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By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, MAY 5. A section of the
All-Party Hurriyat Conference
leadership, camping here, has
opted to interpret as a positive
development what it sees as Pa-
kistan’s apparent endorsement of
a dialogue between the APHC and
the Union Government. A spokes-
man of Pakistan’s Foreign Office
was reported to have observed on
Thursday in Islamabad that Pa-
kistan would accept any decision
taken by the Hurriyat about the
presumed ‘“‘invitation” from the
Vajpayee Government to the
APHC for talks.

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, imme-
diate past president of the APHC,
sees this as a ‘‘major shift”, al-
most as an endorsement of the
APHC contention so far that only
a three-way dialogue between In-
dia, Pakistan and the “people of
Kashmir” could produce a way
out of the Kashmir stalemate.
This public formulation, accord-
ing to the Mirwaiz, is consistent
with what the Hurriyat leaders
have heard recently from their Pa-
kistani interlocutors. Though he
insisted, as have the other APHC
leaders, that there has been no
formal or informal invitation for
any kind of dialogue with the In-
dian Government, he was also un-
enthusiastic about a possibly
mediatory role for Syed Mir Qa-
sim, former Chief Minister of
Jammu and Kashmir.

“Bilateralism has not worked,”
contends the Mirwaiz. He agrees
that it may not be possible to start
immediately a tripartite dialogue,
but if the principle of “trilater-
lism” is accepted then that should
work out fine. To begin with,
there can be a three-way simulta-

neous, bilateral dialogue: this
would involve India and Pakistan
talking, Kashmiri leaders talking
with Pakistan and India talking
with the “Kashmiri” representa-
tives. “Instead of going to Mos-
cow or Washington, why not go to
New Delhi and Islamabad”, ar-
gues the young Mirwaiz. The un-
stated contention is that the
APHC leaders should be allowed
to visit Pakistan; “we can start a
process.”

Next week the Hurriyat leaders,
including those released recently
from jail as well as the district lev-
el functionaries, propose to meet
in Srinagar. The inclination is to
talk to “all political in Delhi, Isla-
mabd, Muzzafarrbad (capital of
POK), Jammu and Ladakh”.

Though he concedes that there
are “foreign mercenaries” who
probably subscribe to the ideol-
ogy of Islamic fundamentalism,
“it is also a fact that the foreign
militant is being given support
and sympathy by the Kashmiri
people, who feel alienated
enough”.

As the Mirwaiz argues, ‘‘though
Islam is an important part of our
life, our movement is a political
movement and not a religious
one,”; but, he insists that he and
other APHC leaders believe that
the efficacy of their political
methods would be totally eroded
if New Delhi continues to rely on
the gun to deal with the “Kashmir
problem.”

Hence, the need to start the
peace process by a dialogue with
the “‘representatives of people of
Jammu and Kashmir.” The Mir-
waiz says that the Hurriyat would
have no problem if “pro-people”
leaders such as Mr. Shabir Shah

Some hope on the
Hurriyat front °;.

are associated with the dialogue;
at the same time, he believes that
Dr. Farooq Abdullah’s National
Conference has become ‘‘irrele-
vant” and that the people of
Kashmir would not be taken by
the Chief Minister’s “‘belated dis-
covery of autonomy” and ‘‘army
high-handedness”.

Musharraf for
trilateral talks

ISLAMABAD, MAY 5. The Chief Exec-
utive of Pakistan, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, today proposed trilat- ~
eral talks between New Delhi, Is-
lamabad and Kashmiri leaders to
resolve the Kashmir issue.

“The Kashmir issue can only be
solved through trilateral talks be-
tween Pakistan, India and Kash-
miri leaders,” Gen. Musharraf
told reporters in Lahore to a ques-
tion. He said there was some
problem along the Line of Control
and asserted that the Army was
prepared to meet any eventuality.

Earlier, Pakistan’s Army com-
manders discussed the operation-
al readiness of their troops after
recent artillery duels with India
across the LoC in the Kashmir re-
gion. Gen. Musharraf chaired a
conference of Army corps com-
manders and told them that Pa-
kistan had to be ready for “all
eventualities because India did
not respond to peace overtures,”’
an official statement said.

“The conference, which was at-
tended by all corps commanders
and principal staff officers, delib-
erated at length on the operation-
al preparedness of the troops and
other matters of professional na-
ture,” the statement said. — PTI
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Regional Autonomy

Move Towards Regimentation in

Q v\ﬂ/

F the two reports releaskd by
the Jammu and Kashmirgov-
ernment, the first on state autogpo-

my and the second on regional au-
tonomy, the latter requires more
urgent attention and is in some re-
spects of more serious conse-
quence. The former requires an
amendment of the Constitution
which can be done by Parliament
alone, with a two-thirds majority.
Its decision will depend on public
opinion in the country and may
also be influenced by the assess-
ment of the national parties
regarding how much the alienation
of Kashmiris is neutralised by
giving more power to the present
state government.

Even if the protagonists of more
autonomy for the state are success-
ful in convincing public opinion at
home and at the national level
than, say, the Akali Dal in Punjab
and the Dravidin parties in Tamil
Nadu have been, it has to pass
through manystages and levels of
discussions apd may undergo many
changes before it is accepted as a
national cosensus.

But the chief minister has issued
a timely warning by saying, “I don’t
have to go to the Centre for ap-
proval of the regional autonomy
report.” With a two-thirds majority
in the state assembly, he can get it
passed anytime. In fact, anticipating
this decision of the assembly, he has
already appointed an implementa-
tion committee. The changes that
the official report on regional au-
tonomy envisages in the structure
of the state can have far-reaching
implications for the course of the
state’s history, with repercussions
far beyond its borders.

Discordant Mindset

The manner in which [ was re-
moved from the RAC after | sub-
mitted my report and a hurriedly
drafted alternative report submit-
ted on behalf of three out of its six
original members suggests that
there exists a mindset which does
not hesitate to restructure the state,
unmindful of the lack of legal,
moral and political justification.

Its main feature is not the quan-
tum and nature of autonomy that is
to be conferred on the regions. Its
mandate is to change the very con-
cept of regions; which was nowhere
within the scope of the terms of ref-
erence of the RAC. It proposes re-
organisation of the regions. In the
case of Kashmir, the proposal
means reversion to the three old
districts of Srinagar, Anantnag and
Baramulla which were only recent-
ly divided into six districts. Jammu

By BALRAJ PURI

is proposed to be split into three re-
gions — Jammu, Rajouri-Poonch
and Doda while Ladakh will be
carved up into Leh and Kargil.

The small size of the regions will
preclude any substantial devolu-
tion of power to them. If all the re-
gions claim equality, can the state
have eight instead of two capitals,
where the state secretariat moves
in winter and summer at present?
Can high court benches and the
university be established in all of
them? Will all other regional insti-
tutions be established in all the re-
gions or will they be abolished?
Clearly, the official proposal with-
draws whatever autonomy exists at
present at the regional level.

Sinister Design

Further, the district boards, un-
der the state Panchayat Raj Act,
have a nominated president, 33 per
cent nominated women, nominated
Schedule Caste and Schedule Tribe
members and representatives of
semi-government agencies with a
deputy commissioner as its execu-
tive head. The same pattern is re-
peated at the block and panchayat
levels; with the result that the pres-
ence of the state government will
extend to the lowest tier of the ad-
ministration. Thus, the entire exer-
cise in autonomy is reduced to
measures for the fullest possible
regimentation and centralisation of
power in the hands of the state
government. Already, the present
unitary form of the Constitution
which was imposed on the state
has built-in provision for regional
tensions, which, often seeks seces-
sionist outlets in Kashmir and com-
munal outlets in Jammu and
Ladakh. A further concentration of
power can only lead to a more
explosive situation.

A far more sinister implication of
the official report is that the re-or-
ganisation proposal divides Jammu
and Ladakh along communal lines.
The erosion of regional identities,
which had a healthy secularising
impact, would thus be replaced by
communal identities. Ostensibly the
re-organisation is proposed on eth-
nic grounds. But whatever varia-
tions of dialect, language and cul-
ture may exist between the Hindu
majority districts of Jammu and the
Muslim majority districts of Ra-
jouri, Poonch and Doda, there are
far greater variations within each of
the proposed regions. In any case,
ethnic and cultural differences be-
tween the Jammu and Kashmir re-
gions are far greater than between
the proposed Jammu region and the
Rajouri-Poonch and Doda regions.

J&K

If the latter cannot live together as
one region, by what logic can Jam-
mu live under one unit of the state ?
The same is the case of Leh.

Already the proposal has pro-
voked demands for the separation
of Jammu and Leh from the state.
With communally-divided regions
around itself, the vitality of the
5,000-year-old Kashmiri identity,
100, 1s bound to be threatened. Nor
is separation the best guarantee for
faster and balanced development
of the districts being separated
from the Jammu regions. I had, in
my report, proposed, besides, the
powers of taxation and fund-raising
to the regions, an equitable and ob-
jective formula for financial devo-
lution from the state to regions and
districts within each region based
on eight indices which included fe-
male illiteracy, infant mortality,
share in government services and
in admissions to technical institu-
tions in proportion to population,
road mileage in proportion to total
area, contribution to the state ex-
chequer, population and area.

The official report has merely
recommended “special considera-
tion for the development of
most backward areas.” Instead of
specific safeguards for share in
political and economic power for
each region and each district, the
government by proposing a divi-
sion of the regions has made each
part of them completely dependent
on the state government.

Flawed Report

At the cultural level, the report
recommends that the cultural acad-
emy should establish its offices at
regional levels which “share func-
tions under the supervision and
administrative control of regional
councils.” I had instead proposed
that the cultural academy should
be autonomous and free from
administrative control at all levels
and that the chief minister not be
its ex-officio president.

The report has also recommend-
ed that the government may
consider setting up district councils
as an alternative to regional
councils. If the state government
accepts this alternative and abol-
ishes the administrative units of
regions, its power to dominate
over districts would be much more
than on regions.

Whichever  alternative
government accepts,
the intentions seems
to further centralise @
political, cultural

iy

the

and economic pow-
erin its hands.
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FOR A DIALOGUE IN KAS

THE RELEASE OF five more Hurriyat leaders
last week, including the Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF) chief, Mr. Yasin Malik,
marks another step forward in the Centre’s
move towards opening a dialogue in Kashmir.
Coming on top of the release of three leading
lights of the All-Party Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) last month, and informal contacts es-
tablished with other political leaders, it gives a
clear indication” of what lies ahead. Instead of
relying on the Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Fa-
rooq Abdullah, to do the spade work, the Centre
in a well-thaught-out move seeks to involve a
former Chief Minister, Syed Mir Qasim, in back-
room diplomacy. Given his stature and experi-
ence in the troubled State, Mr. Qasim may be in
a much better position to bring a wider political
participation into the planned dialogue. Espe-
cially because New Delhi is in no mood to re-
sume a broad-based dialogue with Islamabad,
it becomes imperative to engage all shades of
political opinion in Kashmir in the search for a
political settlement. Towards that end, the re-
lease of the Hurriyat leaders and the informal
contacts being made with different groups in
Kashmir are the best way forward.

No formal invitations have been extended.
There is nothing official or formal about the
exchanges that are taking place. By trying to
involve leaders like Mr. Qasim and Mr. Shabir
Shah, the Centre is clearly sending out a mess-
age that all shades of political opinion in Jam-
mu and Kashmir and even the separatist groups
will not be excluded from the intended dia-
logue. The catchword now seems to be that
talks must be held within the “constitutional
framework”. Though the APHC insists that
there are no differences or disputes among its
constituents, there are certainly different voices
and views coming out of that camp. It may be
planned or even natural for such a diverse
grouping. Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, a former pres-
ident of the APHC, argues that “‘bilateralism has
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not worked” and it may not be realistic to ex-
pect a tripartite dialogue any time soon, involv-
ing India, Pakistan and the Kashmiri people. So
the Hurriyat seems to be veering round to the
view that if and when an invitation is extended,
the APHC will not be averse to talks with the
Government of India. It is obvious that its lead-
ers will remain in touch with Islamabad and
perhaps Muzzafarabad. Whether or not New
Delhi grants the Hurriyat leaders official per-
mission to visit Pakistan before or during the
talks, it cannot sever the contacts that already
exist. So, it is not going to be an easy task to
open and sustain the dialogue with the repre-
sentatives of the people in Kashmir.

bureaucrat, Mr. K. Padmanabaiah, has
been brought into the picture through the
cial cell on Kashmir. There are indications
other seasoned and retired officials or diplo-
mats will also be roped in to take the process
forward. Simultaneously, the Defence Ministry
must initiate a two-pronged strategy in the Val-
ley — first to contain militancy and prevent fur-
ther intrusion of foreign mercenaries and
second, to stop all forms of intimidation or ha-
rassment of civilians. The security forces must
make an all-out effort to check any violation of
human rights and killing of innocent civilians
even by mistake or in cross-firing. If the Centre
wants to initiate a purposeful and substantive
dialogue in Kashmir, it must consciously create
the right climate for talks by infusing confi-
dence into the people and the participants. The
Government must adopt an inclusive approach
and encourage all participating parties to com-
mit themselves to a negotiated and peaceful
resolution of the problem. What has not been
resolved in 50 years cannot be settled in a mat-
ter of months. It will be a slow and laborious
process. But it has to start some time soon be-
cause Kashmir has suffered for too long.

The former Home Secretary and ve ere;‘?//
e-
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Militant groups warn Hurrlyat over talks

By Law Kumar Mishra
The Times of India News Service 3

\\\\

SRINAGAR: Even as moves are afoot for initiding a
dialogue between the Union government and t
Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC), at least two
tant groups have issued threats to the pro-talks org;
sations against entering into any bilateral negotiations
with the government.

The warning from Al-Umar Mujahideen and Al
Fateh Force came on Monday, within barely 24 hours
of Union home minister L.K. Advani’s visit to Srina-
gar. Without naming the APHC, the two groups said in
separate press statements that those entering into di-
rect talks with the government of India will be “pun-
ished”.

The two militant organisations said Pakistan should
be involved in any talks on the Kashmir issue. Al-
Umar Mujahideen is headed by Mushtag Ahmed
Zargar,who was released in December in exchange for

the hostages for thq hijacked Indian Airlines plane in
Kandahar.

Meanwhile, the state sec}eBArlat ices here opened
on Monday after six months following the “darbar
move” from Jammu. Chief minister Farooq Abdullah
visited the secretariat and presided over a cabinet
meeting, which decided to roil back the hike in PDS
prices.

Although the day was incident- free, there was panic
following the discovery of a scooter bomb opposite the
police control room, 200 metres away from the state
secretariat. The chief minister said necessary arrange-
ments had been made to ward off any attacks.

Srinagar SSP B. Sreeniwas told this newspaper that
the militants had parked the scooter fitted with an im-
provised explosive device outside the control room.
The scooter had earlier been stolen from the Chanpura
area in the town. The explosive device was defused by
the bomb disposal squad without any damage.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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©Osama fans dl'lVf: M &K hostel

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA é -

"NEW DELHI, May 10. —
Nearly 250 outstation students

" of Regional Engineering
College, Srinagar, have fled the
college hostel complaining of
harassment by local students
who they say have converted
REC into an anti-India hub,
and named the hostel mess
after Osama bin Laden.

The students, three Muslims
from Bihar among them, are on
a dharna here demanding the
government’s immediate inter-
vention.

Some senior students —
Kashmiris — have apparently
put up pictures of Maulana
Masood Azhar, one of the three
terrorists released to buy free-
dom for the passengers of IC
814, in the college.

“Our mess is named Osama
bin Laden mess,” said one of

the student on
dharna. “Anti-kndiz |
slogans appeay on
our classrdom
walls. We are
forced to watch
Pakistan Telev-
ision. A cricket
match between [}
India and any |!
other country |
decides our fate for
the coming few
days. If India wins
the match, we are beaten up.
Any disagreement between a
local student and one from out-
side the Valley is dubbed as a
confrontation between Indians
and anti-Indians.

“Any cultural activity by stu-
dents from outside the Valley
is dubbed anti-Islamic. In one
instance, the stage was set on
fire and the participants beat-
en up.”

e
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0sama bin Laden

Some students
alleged they had
| been continuously
“ragged” over the
] past three years.
Sometimes they
were woken up in
the middle of the
night. During “rag-
ging”, they were
asked to raise anti-
India slogans, and
were beaten up if
they refused.

The students complained the
situation had worsened in the
post-Kargil period, and particu-
larly after 35 Sikhs were mas-
sacred at Chattisinghpora dur-
ing the visit of Mr Bill Clinton.

The students have been camp-
ing in Delhi for a month now.
They met the human resource
development minister, Mr
Murli Mahonar Joshi yester-
day, and have sent petitions to

boar

Advani, and the home secre-
tary, Mr Kamal Pande. But all
they have got so far are “assur-
ances”,

The students have been asked
by REC to get back to Srinagar,
failing which they have been
threatened with suspension.
“But how can we go back under
such circumstances? We have
been requesting the authorities
to absorb us in any engineering
college in the country but
nobody listens to us.”

REC, Srinagar admits stu-
dents from outside the Valley
after a competitive examina-
tion. In 1997, outstation stu-
dents were admitted for the
first time in eight years. But in
two-and-a-half years since
then, their teachers have com-
pleted the syllabus for only one
year. Only seven classes were
held from 1 March to 17 April.
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Centre, Hurriyat informaly

& contacts on: Mufti \\"°

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, MAY 10. Claiming that
an informal channel did exist be-
tween the All Party Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) and the
Government of India for a resolu-
tion of the Kashmir dispute, the
Peoples Democratic Party chief,
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, said
here today that there was a real
change in the perception of the
BJP-led Government.

Mr. Sayeed, who has been a
strong advocate of a dialogue with
the militants, told a news confer-
ence that his stand had now been
vindicated. ‘“These developments
are not a fluke, but a real change
based on the inputs received by
different agencies about the
ground situation in the State*, he
said and denied that his revela-
tion was based on media reports.
He insisted that "this is an inside
story”, but clarified that he was
not playing any role.

“The Government of India has
realised that a bullet-for-a-bullet

policy would not yield any résult.
This is a vindication of our stand
which we have been pressing for
the last four years and which, in
fact, was our election manifesto”,
he said.

The Mufti was optimistic about
an invitation to the Hurriyat lead-
ers for the dialogue. “For some
more time, it will be more infor-
mal than formal,” he said. Asked
whether the militants would ap-
prove the Hurriyat stand, he said
“I think it is obvious that the Hur-
riyat is the over-ground political
front of the militants. The change
in the perception of Pakistan, he
said, was also positive.

Asked about the statement of
the Union Home Minister,
Mr.L.K. Advani on the BJP’s stand
that talks had to be held within
the constitutional framework, he
said, “it is public posturing but
the reality is otherwise”. The
pressure for initiating a dialogue
is within and not outside, said
Mr.Sayeed.

BIJP not for division: Page 13

/7




‘/I:Iurrlyat talks roa

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE (_‘f,

NEW DELHI, May 10. — The
release of Hurriyat leaders
could open opportunities for a
dialogue with alienated sec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir,
the home minister told the
Rajya Sabha today.

But dialogue will necessarily
be within the framework of the
Constitution, Mr LK Advani
said, rejecting a suggestion from
Mr Kuldip Nayar (Nom) that
the conditions for talks could
specify that a solution would
have to be found within India,

but not necess { within strict
Constitutional arameters

Mr Advani difd not respond to
Gen. Shankar Roychowdhury’s
(Ind) suggestion that it was
time to consider converting the
LoC into a formal border. He
said India would not give up
any of its territory, but did not
say if he meant PoK as well.

The home minister conceded
there could be no purely mili-
tary solution to the J&K prob-
lem, and admitted militancy
was feeding on frustration born
out of a lack of development
and employment avenues. But

to Kashmir heart’

Pakistan was playing a huge
role, he said.

Kashmir was not a Hindu-
Muslim issue — Pakistan had
created that impression
because it could not accept the
realities of 1974, Mr Advani
said. It had taken to a proxy
war after losing in 1971, and
the Kargil defeat had caused it
inject more terror in the state.

Mr Advani said militancy had
got a boost after forces were
diverted to Kargil from the
Valley, but said there was no
alternative. Security forces had
dealt well with the post-Kargil

terror spurt, accounting for
over 900 militants since
September.

Mr Advani said the govern-
ment had consciously decided
not to resume talking to
Pakistan till it cut off support
to militancy. India was playing
a leading role in the interna-
tional campaign against terror-
ism, and many countries
understood why India’s posi-
tion. The home minister reject-
ed generalised remarks from
MPs on the violation of human
rights and excesses by security |

11 May 208
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J&K Mmlsl/r, 4 others
o ~ killed in explosion

y Shujaat Bukhari

State fo\Power, Mr. Ghulam Has-
san Bha\l, and four others were
killed in a powerful IED explosion
near Mandipore in Anantnag dis-
trict this morning.

Two policemen were also in-
jured in the blast. The pro-Pakis-
tan militant outfit, Hizbul
Mujahideen, has claimed respon-
sibility for the blast.

According to witnesses, the 47-
year-old Minister was proceeding
to Srinagar in a convoy of five ve-
hicles after spending the night at
his house in Mandipore when the
blast occurred around 9.55 a.m.,
500 metres from his residence. As
the first vehicle crossed the spot, a
remote-controlled improvised ex-
plosive device (IED) was explod-
ed, smashing the Minister’s car,
which was immediately behind,
to pieces.

Mr. Bhat, his two personal se-
curity officers — Ghulam Qadir
and Faroog Ahmed — driver, Raju
Kumar, and a National Confer-
ence worker, Ghulam Moham-
mad Wani, were hurled into the
air with such an impact that their
bodies were found half a kilo-
metre away. The explosion
caused a 10-foot-deep crater. The
remains of the Minister’s car were
scattered all over the place. A po-
lice officer at the site confirmed
that RDX was used in the IED
placed in a water pipe under the
road.

Till late in the afternoon police
personnel were seen collecting
pieces of the bodies and stitching
them together after identifying
the dead by the clothes worn.
Blood and pieces of flesh were
seen strewn on the road which
connects Anantnag’s Dooru area
with the Srinagar-Jammu nation-
al highway. This is the first time a
Minister has been targeted by
militants.

{(According to PTI1, the body of
Mr. Bhat was laid to rest at his
native village, Mundipora, some

The Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Farocoq Abdullah,
along with top police officials, inspecting the spot where
militants had planted -an IED that killed the State Power Minister,
Myr. Ghulam Hassan Bhat, at Duru village, 75 km south of
Srinagar on Monday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

80 km from Srinagar in south
Kashmir.)

Mr. Bhat, a law graduate from
Aligarh Muslim University, was
first elected to the State Assembly
in 1996 and inducted into the
Council of Ministers as Parlia-
mentary Secretary in 1998 and
later as Minister of State. Mr.
Bhat's killing has been widely
condemned by people from all
walks of life.

Soon after news of the incident
reached Srinagar, the Chief Min-
ister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, his
Cabinet colleagues and senior po-
lice and civil officers rushed to

Mandipore village. The Govern-
ment declared a holiday and the
national flag in all Government
institutions was flown at half-
mast.

Dr. Abdullah, expressing shock,
said, ‘“Those behind such barbar-
ic and inhuman incidents do not
want peace restored in the State.
But our Army is ready to accept
the challenge and will soon
launch a major operation to flush
out the militants.”

To a question he said, “This is
one example of trans-border ter-
rorism aided by Pakistan.”
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w«”ln‘tl(c\lg valley of discontent

HE VAJPAYEE governmeit’s handling

Kashmir is becoming more and more
comedy of errors. When New Delhi
im released Syed Ali Shah Geelani and
. jofessor Abdul Ghani Butt, two of the Hurriyat
leaders who had been jailed in Jodhpur, LK.
Advani made a categorical offer of unconditional
talks with any group in Kashmir, provided that
these were held within the framework of the Indian

Constitution. -

Although no govemme?t s%gkez:sgéf;\lﬁdfsaid s0
explicitly, Advani’s remark reinforced a growing
belief, both here and abroad, that the Vajpayee
government was willing to resolve the dispute with
Pakistan on the basis of the Line of Control, and
was seeking to obtain the Hurriyat’s endorsement
for its position.

But the Hurriyat soon exposed the wishful think-
ing that lay behind this “strategy”. Soon after his
release, Geelani, who is the head of the Jamaat-e-
Islami in Kashmir and president of the Hurriyat,
did remark to the media that he: was prepared for a
partition of the state of Jammu and Kashmir. But
the partition he was talking about was not of the
old princely state along the present LoC, but of the
present Indian state of J and K in a manner that
ceded the valley to Pakistan.

Significantly, not a single other leader has
endorsed this suggestion. But that gave the govern-
ment only a few crumbs of comfort, because
Yaseen Malik, the head of the JKLF, and Shabbir
Shah, head of the Peoples’ Democratic Front
(which is not a part of the Hurriyat), both ruled out
any talks with the Indian Government within the
framework of the Indian Constitution and asked
for unconditional talks instead. Mirwaiz Omar
Farougq, the third of the key leaders of Hurriyat,
added that talks had to involve Pakistan. The other
two important leaders of the Hurriyat promptly
endorsed this proposal, as it was almost the only
thing on which they could all agree. With that the
prospect of meaningful talks with the Hurriyat dis-
appeared in smoke and the government found
itself back at square one.

Worse was to follow. No sooner did the Hurriyat
leaders get back to Kashmir, than an army of diplo-
mats descended upon them. As a result, Kashmir's
internal politics have become internationalised as
they never were before, and New Delhi is once
again on the }ofénsive.

" By PREM SHANKAR JHA -

All this has happened because for more than two
years the Central Government has had not even
the semblance of a policy towards Kashmir. The
very last person to have had a clear perception of
Kashmir politics and consequently a strategy for
restoring peace to the state with or without
Pakistan’s acquiescence, was Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao. Accepting the army’s advice that
the military part of the task of pacification had
been completed and that the time for the politi-
cians to take over, in 1994 he asked the Election
Commission to start preparing for elections in the
state. What followed is now

keen to enter regular politics under the banner of
the Hurriyat, the JKLF, the Peoples’ Democratic
Front, and other political formations. All that was
needed was a general amnesty to turn the drift
towards regular politics into a rush, and greater
freedom to these organisations to agitate peaceful-
ly. Such an amnpesty would also have sharply limit-
ed the capacity of criminal elements in the SOG to
prey upon the former militants every time they felt
the itch for money, This would have dissipated the
remnants of the fear that still hangs over the valley.

To further normalise politics, the Central
Government needed to lift

history.

From the beginning Farooq
Abdullah, whose National
Conference won the 1996
state elections, faced an
uphill task. Since Pakistan
kept sending “guest mili-
tants” into the state,
Abdullah could not reduce
the presence of the Indian
security forces. Sporadic
human rights violations therefore continued.
Despite that the political situation improved rapid-
ly during the first two years of Abdullah’s govern-
ment as Kashmiris revelled in the return of peace.
In March 1998, 55 per cent of the electorate voted
in the parliamentary elections and no one
complained of rigging.

By the autumn of 1998, however, the scales had
begun to tilt against Abdullah once more.
Allegations of corruption by his ministers and
bureaucrats mounted; charges of favouritism mul-
tiplied, and the resulting seeds of discontent found
fertile ground in the still alienated Kashmiri middle
class. By far the worst development however was a
resurgence of custodial killings and other human
rights violations. These were mostly the work of the
Special Operations Group of the J&K police, over
which New Delhi had little control, but few
Kashmiris were able to draw this distinction.

If Kashmir had ever needed another dose of
political normalisation it was then. The state had
31,000 militants who had not formally'surrendered
but had quietly laid down their arms. Many were
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the 15-year old ban on the
JKLF which had abjured vio-
lence in 1993. This would
have ended the JKLF’s need
to shelter under the bamer
of the Hurriyat in order to~
carry on its political activi-
ties. The Hurriyat would
then have dissolved naturally
into a pro-Pakistan element

- 4 headed by Geelani, and pro-
independence defenders of Kashmiriyat under
Malik, Shabbir Shah and others.

But in 1998, Narasimha Rao’s deft political touch
had been replaced by the BJP’s ham-fistedness.
Without any understanding of the Kashmir prob-
lem, the BJP allowed Farooq Abdullah to dictate
the political agenda in Kashmir. What is more, it
made the mistake of allowing Abdullah to join the
NDA. This made it doubly impossible for the
Centre to bypass him and open a dialogue with the
former militants.

As for Abdullah, he knew perfectly well that were
the JKLF to enter the political fray, either on its
own or as a part of the Hurriyat, it would rout the
National Conference. This had happened in
Assam, Mizoram and Punjab after Rajiv Gandhi’s
various accords in 1985. It was a neat certainty in
Kashmir. He, therefore, had little to gain from
political normalisation.

For all of 1998-99, as Abdullah’s popularity
waned, the Home Ministry dithered abeut how to
create a political elternative to the National
Conference, but coxld come up with no answer.

Then the Kargil war closed the window for political
normalisation that Narasimha Rao had opened two
years earlier.

Pakistan’s international isolation following its
military coup, and President Bill Clinton’s decisive
disapproval of Pakistan’s attempts to change the
status by force, opened another political window in
Kashmir. But the fact that the BJP is trying to hold
a dialogue with Hurriyat as an organisation, and
with the likes of Geelani and Butt within it, shows
that it still does not understand Kashmir politics, It
does not understand, or chooses to forget, that the
Hurriyat is only an umbrella organisation that was
set up by Pakistan in 1992 to unite the pro-Pakistan
and pro-Kashmiriyat Tanzeems in a common battle
against India.

While much has changed within it during the past
eight years, this fundamental cleavage remains. As
a result, today the Hurriyat cannot offer any assur-
ances that would meet New Delhi’s minimum
needs for starting a dialogue.

New Delhi also seems to have forgotten that as of
1992, to my personal knowledge, Syed Ali Shah
Geelani firmly believed that Kashmir had been
stolen from Pakistan through a conspiracy by
Mountbatten and Attlee with Pandit Nehru. His
readiness to consider a partition of J&K that gives
the valley to Pakistan shows that he has not
changed his spots. New Delhi seems also to have
forgotten that Mirwaiz Omar Farouq has been
hosted all over the world, year after year, by the
Pakistanis through a front organisation in the US.
Thus whatever else he may or may not do, he is
unlikely to become part of a political normalisation
process that leaves Pakistan entirely out in the cold.

What Kashmir needs today is no different from
what it needed two years ago — a general amnesty
for former militants for past actions; a repeal of the
ban on the JKLF, and freedom to hold political
meetings, especially for those like Shabbir Shah,
who have decided to take part in the democratic
process, and the JKLF which has been true to its
promise to abjure violence for the past seven years.
Angd if Advani has to talk to anyone, he must tatk to
Shabbir Shah and Yaseen Malik, What is more, he
must talk to them without pre-conditions. For it
does not take a political wizard to see that were
they to accept his preconditions, it would immedi-
ately destroy their political standing in the valley
and open the way for more radical leaders.
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New Delhi’s pla

e lalking to thin air

to hold talks with the Hurriyat are flawed. For one, the latfsris-nGt

representa¥ive of the Kashmiri people, argues NILOFAR SUHRAWARDY

UGGLERS WITH political strings at
Jtheir command know how to come for-

ward with proposals that can set the peo-
ple thinking. At times, however, such strings
can become more than just discomfiting. The
idea of the Government holding talks with
All Parties Hurriyat Conference leaders falls
in this category.

Of late, enough hype has been created
about these ‘talks’. Yet, at the very outset, the
idea of talks itself proved expensive for the
Government as it exposed its shortcomings.
This was evident in the mixed reaction —

. that is confusion — within the Government

regarding the talks. The proposal has not been
favoured by all.

If any talks are expected to prove advanta-
geous, the Government has erred seriously.
Who are these Hurriyat leaders? They have
assumed prominence primarily because of
the external support provided to them. This
does not favour New Delhi’s stance that has
always been critical of external forces playing
a role in solving the Kashmir problem. The
situation would have been different if on
some basis the Hurriyat leaders were recog-
nised as genuine representatives of
Kashmiris. But they have not been elected by
any democratic means.

The political credibility of talks would have
been acceptable if the Hurriyat had the
potential of restraining cross-border terror-
ism. India’s political grievances regarding
Kashmir are largely in this department. Can
the sponsors of terrorism be expected to be
pacified by a few words the Government has
with Hurriyat leaders? One would think not.

The self-appointed Hurriyat leaders have
primarily given importance to steps that have
helped them remain in the news. These
include organising press conferences,
demonstrations and strikes. These activities
have not helped them to win the support of
Kashmiris, particularly Kashmiri Muslims.

It is unfortunate that neither the
Government nor the media has focused ade-
quately on the attitude of Kashmiri Muslims
towards the Hurriyat. Just a glance at the

~ report of those killed in the insurgency-relat-

PLATFORM

ed operations is sufficient to comprehend
this. During the period between June 1986
and April 1997, 765 Kashmiri Pandits and
8,360 Kashmiri Muslims were killed. This
data bears a close linkage with the kind of
importance being assumed by cross-border
terrorism. It also reflects the failure of
Pakistan to win over Indian Kashmiris.

At the same time, till New Delhi wins over
the confidence of Indian Kashmiris, it cannot

Taking Kashmir for a ride

be credited with any victory. The Kashmiri
Muslims in India are still erroneously associ-
ated with external forces, such as terrorists,
Pakistan and so on. Steps need to be taken to
give Kashmiris due significance and serious
attempts must be made to stop their alien-
ation from the Indian mainstream.

Against  this background, if the
Government regards the talks as a major step
towards winning over the confidence of
Kashmiris, then it needs to revise its calcula-
tions. The situation would have been differ-
ent if the Hurriyat Jeaders were recognised
as genuine representatives of Kashmiris.

Perhaps, certain diplomatic compulsions
have prompted the Government to hold talks
with them. From one perspective, the hold-
ing of talks within the country without the
participation of any third party bears diplo-
matic advantages for India. This is suggestive

rue HINDUST AT
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of India having its own way and Hurriyat
leaders being influenced significantly to the
former’s demands.

Perhaps the idea is to set the ball rolling for
other Kashmiri parties to join negotiations
with New Delhi. India’s willingness to have
talks with these parties is suggested by New
Delhi taking a positive, confidence-building
step towards these parties, including the
Hurriyat. But from this angle, talks will hold
diplomatic legitimacy only after they begin
and continue with the involvement of other
Kashmir-based parties.

In addition, without ample coverage by the
international media, the Government’s talks
with the Hurriyat will bear little advantage at
the diplomatic level. Minimal coverage will
only suggest the little significance attached to
this diplomatic move of India in internation-
al circles. On the other hand, such media
coverage can also unnecessarily exaggerate
the importance of the Hurriyat leaders and
their approach towards Kashmir.

Undoubtedly, holding talks with the
Hurriyat does not suggest that India is adopt-
ing a wise approach towards solving its
Kashmir problem. The Hurriyat leaders can-
not help India win over the confidence of the
Kashmiris nor can they be expected to con-
tribute to a cessation in cross-border terror-
ism. Yet, the very hype being created about
the New Delhi-Hurriyat talks has pushed
India into a tight corner.

Abandoning the talks would be equivalent
to India throwing away the one diplomatic
card that it has some chances of winning.
Even if the talks are abandoned within a
short period, at the diplomatic level, it would
be suggestive of India’s failure. It would
invite criticism about India having floated a
faulty proposal in the first place. This in itself
would be equated with India’s weak under-
standing of problems related to Kashmir.

Without doubt, the very idea of talks has
placed India in a virtually no-win situation.
Having encouraged the proposal, India can-
not afford to abandon it. India has already
pushed itself towards a corner which it could
have avoided.
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HURRIYAT:

(Continued from page 1)  ggMAN NEWS SERVICE L,p\’
V4

that the government was not
averse to talking to the Hurri-
yat leaders who had earlier
rebuffed attempts to contact
them inside Jodhpur jail. .

They were told of their
release yesterday soon after
lunch and asked to get ready.
They were driven to the air-
port where they boarded a
Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment aircraft which would
take them “home”.

However, they were flown
around for three hours. Ini-
tially the plane headed for
Srinagar, but did not land
there. It then flew to Jammu,
where too they did not lan(},
finally touching down in Delhi.

Police escorted the Hurriyat
leaders to the J&K guest house
in Delhi where they were kept
till this morning.

They were taken to the Batra
hospital for medical check-up
today, where the Hurriyat's
Delhi bureau and senior
Hurriyat leader, Mr Abdul
Ghani Lone, met them.
Achhabal stir: Defying cur-
few restrictions, residents of
Achhabal town in Anantnag
district today held noisy
demonstrations against the
killing of several villagers in
police firing yesterday.

CPI-M state secretary Mr MY
Tarigami today accused the
district administration for the
killings. “It is utter mishan-
dling of the situation by the
administration which has
resulted in loss of precious
human lives,” he said.

7I-i'lrriy

{ DELHI, April 4. — The
e top Hurriyat leaders
ight to Delhi last night
released this morning,
vere asked to stay on in

the All Party Hurriyat
'rence was surprised at
wvernment decision, say-
ere had been no negotia-
srior to the release.

king to The Statesman
soon after the release of
paders, the Hurriyat
man said the group had
r knowledge of the deci-
«d had, in fact, dismissed
press reports predicting
sase of some leaders.
Hurriyat men had not

at le

5

been release& yasterday, as
reported in a sedtion of the
press.

The Union home minister, Mr
LK Advani, said the release
was “not a casual decision”.
Though cross-border terrorism
continues to be the main
threat, if something helped the
people of Kashmir, the govern-
ment would not shy away from
it, Mr Advani said.

The released men kept a low
profile today, not willing to
speculate on the implications
saying they were exhausted
and still had to discuss the
issue.

Officials remained tight-
lipped about the release, say-
ing the decision had been taken
at the highest level, an appar-

aders released

ent reference to the recent
meeting between Mr Atal

Behari Vajpayee and the J&K

chief minister Dr Farooq
Abdullah. There is speculation
that more leaders would be
released from the Jodhpur jail
soon.

Only three leaders, Hurriyat
chairman Mr Syed Ali Shah

Geelani, Maulvi Abbas Ansari

and Prof. Abdul Ghani Bhat,
have been released so far.
Twelve senior leaders, includ-
ing Yasin Malik, are still in
jail.

The Hurriyat leadership in
Delhi is likely to meet today
and tomorrow to chalk out its
strategy. Officials suggested

¥ See HURRIYAT: page 8
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@7\3‘ Agony of Kashmir

THE FALLOUT from the Chittisinghpora massacre in Kas ﬁ\ir

.has been no less distressing than the tragedy itself. As the defath
of seven people in police firing in Anantnag on Monday Nas
shown, the diabolic purpose of the militants in provoking frdsh
disturbances and violence has been served to a considerable
extent. There was really more to the earlier massacre than the
mere gunning down of defenceless people to coincide with the
Clinton visit and proving that Kashmir remains a dangerous
place. As always, a related objective was to provoke retaliation
from the security forces of a kind which will create panic and
resentment among the local people. It is no secret that the after-
math of such killings by the terrorist groups can be quite trau-
matic for the residents who have subsequently to undergo inten-
sive interrogation.

The terrorists, of course, flee after committing their evil deed,
leaving the innocent survivors and their neighbours to bear the
brunt so that they become increasingly disillusioned about their
safety and resentful about the behaviour of the security forces.
Even in the best of circumstances, the presence of the police
and paramilitary forces at a place of disturbance can be quite
unnerving for the local people. In all these years, the Indian
police has never quite been able to shed its colonial legacy of
high-handed behaviour. In Kashmir, the situation on the ground
is much worse because the security forces live and work in an
atmosphere surcharged with tension and mistrust. They cannot |
be blamed if their nerves are almost always on edge becausea
they have to deal with brain-washed jehadis whose sole purpose '
is to kill indiscriminately and harass the defenders of the i 1nno-
cent people beyond the point of endurance.

Given the extreme conditions, therefore, in which the security
-forces have to function, there is need to ensure that the crowd‘

control measures are closely monitored by senior officials. What |
happened in Anantnag will only become clear when the report
of the inquiry by-a judicial magistrate becomes available, It is
quite possible that the militants in the crowd opened fire so that
the police had to respond. But Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah
is already on record saying that excessive force was used. The
authorities will also have to ascertain how justified is the com-
plaint of the locals about the disappearance of 10 villagers in
the past few days, which led to the demonstration in Anantnag.
Since the militants tend to get mileage from such “disappear-
ances”, the security forces will have to be extra vigilant in ensur-
ing that they do not play into thie hands of the terrorists by alien-
ating the locals in any way/l

— e L

1 . -

THE HINDUSTAN TIME™

=5 aps 2mp



Tripartite talks

- Hurriyat’s «\
terms for pe

C,\QQA'\F to Pakistan and talk to the

AUNOHITA MOJUMDAR
* STATESMAN.NEWS SERVICE ’/,;{97

NEW DELHI, April 5. — The
All Party Hurriyat Conference
today said it is ready to request
guerrilla groups to lay down
. arms, provided the Centre
announces willingness for
result-oriented talks, Pakistan
being the third party.

The Centre too is prepared to
talk to Kash-
mir's terrorists
“on every dem-
and, legitimate
or perverse,” if
they give up vi-
olence, PTI quo-
ted the home
minister as say-
ing. The Cen-
tre. Mr Advani

‘thTI

KASHMIR PROBES

BARAMULLA, April 5. —
The Anantnag firing and
Chatti Singhpora massacre
will be probed by the same
Supreme Court judge, Mr
Farooq Abdullah said today.

S

aCC

leadership, bridges of under-
standing will come up; doors of
accommodation will open up.”
If the three parties can meet
across the table, there will be
no need for a mediator.

The Hurriyat, however, was
officially non-committal on Mr
Advani’s statements. Its chair-
man, Syed Ali Shah Geelani,
said if the Centre makes a for-
mal talks offer, |
the Hurriyat .
executive will |
discuss it. But
some Hurriyat |}
leaders said Mr |
Advani’s rem-
arks prove the
Centre is “final-
ly taking cogni- |
sance of ground

said, had made
its gambit by releasing three
top Hurriyat leaders yesterday.

One of them, Mr. Abdul Gha-
ni, said that once India, Pa-
kistan and Hurriyat sit down
for talks and make a joint

appeal to “the boys (terrorists) -

... they will have to lay down

arms”. But the end to violence, °

he said, can’t be one-sided.
Indian forces too must go.

He said Pakistan must be
involved in the talks. “If Hur-
riyat leaders are allowed to go

realities”,
including the danger of an
atomic conflict in the region.
Curfew: The curfew clamped
after the Barakpora police fir-
ing, which killed seven people,
continued in south Kashmir for
the third day today without
any relaxation, reports UNI.
Pak firing: Barakote along
LoC in Poonch last night came
under Pakistani firing and
shelling, which injured a vil-
lager. Fire was exchanged.
.elsewhere across the LoC.
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FTER PRESIDENT Bill Clinton\{s Yisit

to Pakistan, General Pervez Mushatraf

has lost no time in making an undpnyi-

ional offer to hold talks with Indfa on

the Kashmir issue. At about the same time,

Pakistani newspapers flashed the story that the for-

mer Pakistan High Commissioner to India, Niaz

Naik, was going to Delhi to try and restart the back

door diplomacy that had been interrupted by

Kargil. New Delhi turned down Gen Musharraf’s

offer and reiterated its stand that Pakistan must

stop cross-border terrorism if it wants to restart the

~ dialogue. It also refused to allow Mr Naik to see

any senior official in New Delhi, let alone the
Prime Minister, while he is here.

On the surface this looks like the repeat of an old
story: Pakistan, whose position on Kashmir is basi-
cally unreasonable, makes a bid for international
sympathy by appearing reasonable and flexible.
India, whose basic position on Kashmir is reason-
able, risks losing sympathy by appearing imperious
and rigid. Small wonder then that New Delhi has
dismissed Pakistan’s initiative as another public
relations exercise.

This may well be all it is, but there is a possibility
that it is not. Relations between the two countries
are so tense that New Delhi cannot afford not to
explore this possibility further. Logically, India’s
stance, that it will not resume the dialogue till
Pakistan stops cross-border terrorist attacks, can-
not be faulted. One has only to reflect on
Musharraf’s contention that Pakistan is not send-
ing the jehadis, does not control them, and so can-
not stop their attacks in Kashmir, to see that it
destroys the very basis for any talks between India
and Pakistan. If the Pakistani state cannot control
the jehadis now, it cannot give any assurance that it
will be able to control them after the two sides have
reached an agreement. Thus, India would really
find itself negotiating not with Pakistan but with
the jehadis through Pakistan. That is not an
‘acceptable proposition. But if we can see the flaw
in Musharraf’s position, it is most unlikely that
he and his advisers in the foreign office are not
conscious of it.

Indeed, as President Clinton’s remarks in Delhi
and Islamabad showed, the Americans are con-
scious of it too. So what is Musharraf’s game in
sticking to a manifestly self-contradictory position?
One answer is that it could be a cry of despair:

Can Musharraf stop the jehadis, asks PREM SHANKAR JHA

Musharraf may be saying that he is not in control of
developments in Pakistan, and that the real power
resides with a number of superhawks in the military
establishment. Thus, all he can do to defuse the sit-
uation is to offer talks and hope that India’s accep-
tance will strengthen his hands sufficiently to
start the process of military detente. ThlS is a plau-
sible hypothesis, and there are many in New Delhi
who entertain it and support the resunaption of
talks with Pakistan even without a cessation of
cross-border terrorism.

But this hypoth-
esis is too conve-
nient. It fails to
reflect the ‘com- |
plex situation that |
prevails in
Pakistan and the
way in  which
power is actually
distributed,
between not only \§#
elements of the |.°
military, but also
between the mili-
tary and civilian
establishments,

to terms with their country’s isolation in the world
today. For Indians, having the world’s major
powers ranged against it is not a new experience.
But for Pakistan isolation is psychologically
devastating, for it has relied on outside support
to bolster its self-confidence and political
viability from its birth.

In contrast to the Congress, which had to fight the
British for India’s Independence, the Muslim
League had Pakistan handed to it by the British
apon a platter. After Independence, Pakistan

joined a succes-
sion of anti-Soviet
alliances mainly to
acquire political
4 and military lever-
age in its dealings
with India. During
the Afghan war it

3 strategic goal of
turning it into a
Vietnam for the
Soviet Union at
immense cost to
itself, because this
helped~ it to

and the intelli- acquire a mighty
genmtsia. A more  paiistan js witnessing a competition between  2rscnal of modemn
realistic  assess- ) . . _arms, most of
ment would be ISlamic factions to outdo each other in Kashmir which could be
that Musharraf’s that the ISI is barely able to control deployed  only
initiative reflects

against India, and

the conflict between the different imperatives that
Pakistan is labouring under today. If that is so, then
Musharraf is not speaking on his own behalf as one
of the few moderate holdovers in an increasingly
Islamised military officer core, but for the Pakistani
“national security” establishment as a whole.

The predicament in which this establishment
finds itself is unenviable. Even more than President
Clinton’s blunt words, the circumstances surround-
ing his visit to Pakistan — the elaborate security
arrangements, the care the US took to rub home
the difference between it and his visit to India, and
his uncharacteristically sombre “body language” in
Pakistan — have forced Pakistan’s rulers to come

THE HINDUSTAN TR:E
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gave it the leverage to make the US look the other
way while it acquired the technology and equip-
ment for turning itself into a nuclear power.

For almost a decade after the Cold War ended, it
got the US to turn a blind eye to its instigation of
insurgency in Kashmir, by dangling the carrot of
access to Central Asia before the State
Department’s eyes. This tacit support began to be
withdrawn in 1997 but Pakistan continued to
deceive itself till the Kargil war. True international
isolation is thus an entirely new and terrifying
experience for most Pakistanis.

The vulnerability that Pakistanis feel is com-
pounded many-fold by its economic fragility. For

supported the US™

Wanted: Fresh start in Kashmir

Pakistan is groaning under foreign debt it cafinot
repay without IMF help and the state is nearly
bankrupt. Its military establishment therefore
knows that it can neither sustain a war against
India, nor seriously contemplate the risk of using
nuclear weapons to offset India’s conventional

-advantage.

It heard President Clinton remind it that “this era
does not reward people who struggle in vain to
redraw borders with blood”, and that Pakistan
“may grow even more isolated” if it tried. It would
be surprising indeed if it were not, therefore,
yearning for some honourable way of drawing back '
from its engagement in Kashmir. But its options,
which were already narrow enough before the
Kargil war, have been narrowed further by the ISI’s
partial loss of control over the jehadis.

For their own reasons, both the Nawaz Sharif
government and the Pakistan army falsely ascribed
the Kargil operation to Islamic militants. They and
the political parties that backed them, therefore,
became the beneficiaries of the wave of patriotism
that Kargil released in Pakistan. The belief
Musharraf has fostered, that Pakistan could have
won a great campaign in Kargil but was betrayed by
Nawaz Sharif, has added to their lustre. For the
(civilian) leaders of the various jehadi factions,
exploits by their cohorts in Kashmir have become a
ready passport to political power in Pakistan.
Pakistan is therefore witnessing a competition
between Islamic factions to outdo each other in
Kashmir that the ISI is barely able to control. And
this is dragging both countries towards a war that
neither wants.

New Delhi is therefore right to insist that
Musharraf should bring these factions to heel. Its
assessment that Musharraf can stop them in their
tracks is also undoubtedly correct, for he demon-
strated it during the Clinton visit. But to stop the
jehadis from coming into Kashmir he will have to
crush their organisations in a military crackdown.
But a military crackdown would be irreversible.
Not only would it make the jehadis turn against the
Pakistan Government, but it would deprive
Pakistan of the only leverage that it still has for
bringing India to the negotiating table. Musharraf
would therefore be most reluctant to take such a
drastic step against the jehadis until after he has
arrived at an acceptable settlement with India.

(To be concluded}



Talks withirt Indjan l%nstitutiog
hmits unacceptable: Hurriyat
J&K leaders dismissive of Govt’s dialogue offer

Arun Joshi
Jammu, April 6
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THE  ALL-Party  Hurriyat
Conference has rejected Union
Home Minister Lal Krishan

Advani's offer of talks saying the
proposal for talks within the
Constitution of India was "unac-
ceptable”.

Maulvi Abbas Ansari, one of the
three leaders of the secessionist
conglomerate who arrived in
Srinagar today, told The Hindustan
Times that there was no question
of bilateral talks with the Indian
government. Mr Ansari said: "The
question does not arise", when
asked if the Hurriyat will respond
to offer of talks by the Home
Minister.

"Do you think we sacrificed
70,000 lives for the bilateral talks”,
he said." This is not the problem
concerning only the Indian occu-
pied Kashmir but also the area
under Pakistan's control. We can
serve as a bridge to resolve the
issue". Listing his objections to
make any response to the offer
made by Mr. Advani, the Hurriyat
leader said: "We have rejected the
(bilateral) talks in the past and
there was absolutely no question of
changing the stand now. There can
be no talks if the conditions of the
talks within the Constitution of
India are attached".

Mr Advani while making the

offer of talks yesterday had also
that talks should precede cessation
of violence,

Mr Ansar recalled that the bilat-
eral Indo-Pak talks had not
resolved the Kashmir issue. He
touched upon the Nehru-Liyaqat
Ali and Simla Agreement, which
he noted, did not resolve the crisis.
Nor did the Delhi Agreement,
Sheikh-Indira accord or Faroog-
Rajiv accord bring peace in
Kashmir, he pointed out.

He said that it was pointless to
talk bilaterally. "There should be
either tripartite talks or right to
self-determination for the people
of Kashmir".

Ansari discounted all reports

that they were released after some -

understanding with the Union
Home Ministry. "This is media dis-
information. Sisters were not
allowed to meet brothers in
(Jodhpur) jail", he said.

Meanwhile, there is no enthusi-
asm among the political leaders
here over the reported move of the
Union Government to open a dia-
logue with the secessionist leader-
ship for restoration of peace in the
troubled Kashmir Valley. Their
view is that the offer has nothing
extraordinary in it to convince the
people about any positive develop-
ment in the near future.

Leaders of various political par-
ties are convinced that it is a mar-
riage of convenience forced upon

the BJP-led Government at the
Centre and the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference by the inter-
national community rather any
outcome of the voluntary effort.

They view this development as a
result of the pressure mounted by
the US President Bill Clinton dur-
ing his visit to India and Pakistan
last month. State BJP president
Daya Krishan Kotwal feels "this is
a routine offer.” According to him
what Union Home Minister LK.
Advani has offered makes not
much of a shift. He pointed out
that the Home Minister's offer
contains significant conditions:
abjure violence and talk within the
parameters of the Indian
Constitution. "So what is the
change," he asked and declared: "If
the Centre acts in a manner that
goes against the interests of the
people of the State, we will oppose
that." Sheikh Abdul Rehman, who
heads the State unit of the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) said that Mr
Clinton's influence is quite visible
in the matter.

Congress leaders refused to com-
ment on the issue, but said that if
the dialogue within the Indian
Constitution is possible, it should
be undertaken but national inter-
ests should not be compromised.

The ruling National Conference
leaders see it as yet another
attempt by Delhi to undermine the
party and party leadership.
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Kashmir on Thursday

Bharti Jain
NEW DELHI 6 APRIL

VEN AS the Hurriyat
EConference remains firm

on its condition of involv-
ing Pakistan as a third party in
its talks with the Union govern-
ment on Kashmir -— its leaders
on Thursday asked for a cease-
fire between the Indian security
forces and the militant outfits in
the Valley to create a conducive
atmosphere for the dialogue —
the Centre is viewing their
stance with a strong feeling of
deja vu.

Officials here are reassured
that the tough stand of the three
released Hurriyat leaders —
chairman Syed Ali Shah
Geelani and executive members
Abdul Gani Bhat and Maulana
Abbas Ansari — is mere public
posturing given the hype they
“2ave created among the

ashmiri people, who they
“m to represent, regarding

clai gemand for the right of

theil yormination.

self- ~ding to a Union home

d AcClpgps 2 1 o, s
e icial, it is but a con-
mmlSﬂ'Yf-f ’

urriyat leadersy/
~-want Pak role in,
v talks with govi'

HOMEWARD BOUND: A Kashmiri woman and her child walk home
in Anantnag after authorities relased a curfew in southern'

¢
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$
vention with militant groups to
adopt an unyielding position
before opening a channel of com-
munication with the government. :
Drawing a parallel with thei
case of the Naga outfit, NSCN(I-:
M), which started with demanding
secession but later entered into a;
ceasefire with the security forces |
in the state while continuing peace’
talks abroad, the official hoped!
that the Hurriyat too owed it to the |
Kashmiri people not to climb,
down from its stated position so’
easily. But with time, the official’
added, the leadership would be!
able to convince the people about,
the need to soften their stance and
come forward for talks within the
basic  parameters of the!
Constitution. :
It goes without doubt that
this “climbdown” would be a
gradual process. And to ensure
that its channels of communica-
tion remain open, the govern-
ment will release the remaining
Hurriyat detenues at regular
intervals starting with Yasin
Malik who is expected to be,
freed in a few days. -

The Economic Ty, . .
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A The Kashmir Answer

Even though it seems as if a political solution is a considerabl dis-

nce away -— India and Pakistan are refusing to talk to each othen\and
e secessionist All-Parties Hurriyat Conference insists that it will' ot
nter into any bilateral dialogue with New Delhi — imaginative thinking
and bold moves by the Centre can help to break the logjam. The first
step that must be taken immediately is for the government to bring an
end to the often insensitive and sometimes illegal behaviour of the secu-
rity forces in the Kashmir valley. Although the Army tends to behave in
an exemplary fashion — jawans who cross the line are invariably pun-
ished — the same cannot be said for the Border Security Force and the
various state-level police and paramilitary outfits. A case in point was
the wholly unwarranted firing at protesters in Anantnag earlier this
week in which seven people were shot to death and many others injured.
The protest itself was the result of another shooting case which is
thought to have involved innocent civilians: the March 25 ‘encounter’
killing of five persons the security forces claimed were terrorists respon-
sible for the Chittisinghpura carnage. Prima facie, the security forces’
case against the five seems weak, especially given the ‘coincidental’ dis-
appearance of five villagers in the vicinity of the ‘encounter’ a day earli-
er. Chief minister Farooq Abdullah has done well by ordering the bodies
of the five to be exhumed for DNA testing. The government must now
ensure that the testing is done promptly and accurately. In the event that
foul play is established, adequate compensation must immediately be
paid to the families of the murdered men and those guilty of the shoot-
ing should be prosecuted to the full extent of the law. Conditions may
not exist today for the government to explore various political options
with outfits like the Hurriyat but a greater sensitivity to human rights
would certainly help to restore the confidence of ordinary Kashmiris.

In an interview with this newspaper on Thursday, leaders of the Hur-
riyat stated that only tripartite talks between India, Pakistan and “gen-
uine representatives” of the Kashmiri people would produce a solution.
They pronounced themselves against the opening of a bilateral dialogue
with New Delhi that excludes Pakistan but did say that the Kashmir is-
sue should be resolved without the involvement of Washington. Given
the ever-present danger of terrorist assassination, it is unreasonable to
expect the Hurriyat leadership publicly to sound conciliatory. That is
why the Vajpayee government’s insistence on unrealistic preconditions
— such as the militants accepting the Indian Constitution — before dia-
logue can begin seems unduly restrictive. India has an excellent record
of opening negotiations with militants of all sorts and there is no reason
for Kashmir to be an exception. Kashmir may have an international di-
; mension given Pakistan’s involvement and interest but New Delhi
should remember that there are diplomatic processes by which even
seemingly insurmountable hurdles have been crossed. The once in-
tractable Irish question is heading towards a solution and Turkey and
Greece have also begun to mend fences. What is needed in Kashmir is a
vocabulary which will allow both India and Pakistan to talk and for all
sections of the Kashmiri people to have their concerns addressed. For
years, the country has grappled with what has come to be called the
‘Kashmir Question’. It is time the government moved towards finding
the answer.
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seryone has an enda
on Kashmir. For ﬁdé?
* it is an integra P

the countrv For Pak-
istan it should haw been gov-
erned by Islamabd. For Wash-
ington it is a diputed territory.
For the Hurriy¢ it 18 theirs. For
the world it 3 a nuclear flash-
mﬁr::ee war- have been fought
by Pakistar and India over it.
Both have:xercised the nuclear
option f¢ it. Both have torn
apart theiabric of bilderal .rela~
tions ovr it. Both ar keeping a
finger m the butta! for it. And
both tave now urmed towards
Waskington to %lp resolve it.

Over the las€Wo years in par-
ticalar, the gvernment of India,

wittingly 1 otherwise, has
allowed MShmir to cross over

hs

the infnational arena. The
decisid 10 go nuclear was the
first €p towards this, and it is
diffult to believe that the gov-
er-nent had no idea about the

fitical ramifications of such a
step. And that it really believed
that its ability to explode the
nuclear bomb would silence an
awestruck world, terrify neigh-
bouring Pakistan, and establish
India as a regional power in
control of its own destiny.

If the Vajpayee government
really believed this then its
naivete alone is very dangerous
as such a government cannot
really be responsible for its
actions. And, if on the other
hand, it knew what it was doing

theh 'the”’ 'p‘td,t"""\jé,céfnes;’ éven,
~migre sinistdr’ for - the: govern- - .

ment then was deliberately set-
ting into place a scenario that, to
put it mildly, was completely
contrary to the national consen-
sus and national interest. Either-
ways the government cannot
justify its decision which has
harmed the interests of India in
more ways than one. :
One, it has put India and Pak-
istan at par. Earlier India had
} the decided advantage of con-
ventional ~war  superiority.
Today, the nuclear option has
placed the small neighbour on
equal status with the great
democracy. India is struggling
to get world recognition for its
nuclear-achievements, but this
has not been forthcoming. Not
even from new friend and natur-
al ally US President Bill Clinton
who has refused to even enter-
tain the suggestion of parity
between India and the Nuclear

Kashmir: I% this

from thelomestic domain into *

Five. ).

Two, it has brought Kashmir
into direct focus. And given the
right to the world to intervene in
what India had always main-
tained was her own business.
Now the picture being drawn
very effectively by the US for
the world is of two Third
World, poor, primitive coun-
tries wio have the bomb. And
like the poor, underprivileged
part of the world neither has the
sense of responsibility to be
able to exercise restrain. And
hence, it is for the civilized,
developed world to take control
and ensure that the two warring
neighbours are kept in check. In
the interest of global peace. So
Kashmir is now described as the
most dangerous spot in the
world, and the US has given

The Hurriyat has
gone one step further
this time by projecting

itself as a sort of arbiter
between India and

Pakistan. And has

sought to replace an
international mediator

by offering its ‘good
offices’ to facilitate the
tripartite dialogue. An
interesting
development,
considering the fact that

the Hurriyat has been -

propped up, nurtured

and cared for over the

years not just by

Pakistan, but more by

the US. And that the
Hurriyat representatives

were received very
deliberately by President
Clinton at the White
‘Hdustjust before his
TS )
departare for the
subcontinent
S———
itself the mandate to push both
the Islamic and Hindu right
nations towards peace. Not
through mediation, just through
therapeutic counseliling.

Three, it has created tensions
that has put the entire focus of
India’s foreign policy on Pak-
istan. To the extent that the
nation has given up its regional
aspirations completely to focus
just on the neighbour. And in
the process has equated itself
almost irrevocably with the tiny
country across the Line of Con-
trol, a major departure from the
role that India had carved out
for itself in the region, in Asia
and in the world. Today, even
the Saarc initiative has been
aborted at Delhi’s insistence
just because Pakistan is a recog-

the beginning of the end?

Nised member. Foreign policy

e

now has become Islamabad
centric with the government
efining its friends and foes on
the basis of their policy towards
Pakistan. ,

And then there are tHe off-
shoots. The Vajpayee govern-
ment has used the recent
months of tension and conflict
in at least two interesting ways.
One, it has used terrorism,
Kashmir et al to steer the coun-
try towards a direct alliance
with the US. To discard what
many here now feel are the out-
dated principles of non-align-
ment for a direct alliance with
the US. As a junior and faithful
partner. The proud democracy
is now, in the name of the BJP
brand of nationalism, standing
with folded hands, pleading for
acceptance by the superpower
as one of its own. Globalisation,
democracy are the common
mantras used effectively by
both governments to establish
new ties and keep differences
on non-proliferation in sus-
pended animation for the
moment.

The second offshoot is domes-
tic, and hence very dangerous
for the people of India. Terror-
ism, Pakistan, Osama bin Laden
are the manifestations of the
bearded face of Islamic funda-
mentalism. Created and project-
ed by the US (after all, the Tal-
iban was its creation) and now
being effectively used by the
Vajpayee government to give
vent to its anti-minority bias
within India. The crackdown on
supposed ISI agents, for
instance, is immediately linkéd
to the Muslim community with-
in India as the RSS magazines
Panchjanya and Organiser
draw the picture in all its details
for their avid readership. The
Kashmir Valley has become
“Muslim” not just for the Hur-
riyat and the militants, but also
for the government of India.
And in this, as recent history
has shown us, are made to lie
the seeds of communal strife
and discord. To be exploited at
will by those who believe in a
theocratic state, and for whom
the plurality and diversity of
India is a major irritant to be tol-
erated until such time that the
end is realised.

After all, the Hindu rigt;t wing ¥

forces had opposed the acces-
sion of Kashmir to India. Just as
had the Islamic fanatics on both
sides of the border. The com-
munal forces operating at the
time of Independence and Parti-
tion knew that this one act
would strengthen the secular
sentiment in India, and help

‘those who wanted to establish

the new Republic as a secular
state. And that it would take
away from the Hindu fanatics
fighting for a Hindu rashtra;,
and erode the argument of the
Muslim communalists seeking
to justify the creation of Islamic
Pakistan.

The tragedy today is that if the
agenda has remained unfulfilled

s

for all of Muslim Pakistan, it
remains incomplete also for the
successors of the Hindu
Mahasabha and the right wing
Hindu groups who had vehe-
mently opposed the accession
of Kashmir at that time. It can
only be hoped that the RSS and
the BJP, the rightful inheritors
of this school of thought, have
given up on unrealised ambi-
tions and are being guided by
the national consensus and not a
hidden agenda on this very vital
and sensitive issue.

The “private” part of Clinton’s
visit to the region is now
unfolding. The Hurriyat leaders
have been released. Even hard-
line Advani has announced his
decision to talk to those whom
he had dubbed as anti-national

Over the last

two years in
particular, the
government of India,
wittingly or otherwise,
has allowed Kashmir to
cross over from the
domestic domain into
the international arena.
The decision to go
nuclear was the first
step towards this, and
it is difficult to believe
that the government -
had no idea about the
political ramifications
of such a step. And that
- it really believed that its
ability to explode the
nuclear bomb would
silence an awestruck
world, terrify
neighbouring Pakistan,
and establish India
as a regional power
in control of its
own destiny
L |
just a while ago. Now they are

just dissidents, not militants or
terrorists. The Foreign Office is

silent, except for rejecting a half

hearted offer by Pakistan’s
Chief Executive, General Per-
vez Musharraf, for talks. And
hence creating some confusion
as to whether the proposed talks
withr the Hurriyat 'will be bilat-
eral or tripartite. ‘

Advani, who is the only minis-
ter speaking on the issue at the
moment, has songht to convey
the impression that the dialogue
with the Hurriyat will be with
Delhi. Not by actually saying
so, but through the fact that he
has no jurisdiction in matters
across the national boundaries.
The Hurriyat leaders, on the
other hand, are equally clear

that they will participate only in
a meamngful dialogue through
which a permanent solution to
the Kashmir issue can emerge.
And this, they have said, can
only be through a tripartite dia-
logue involving Islamabad as
well.

The Hurriyat has gone one
step further this timg by project-
ing itself as a.sort of arbiter
between, India and Pakistan.
And has sought to replace an
international mediator by offer-
ing its “good offices” to facili-
tate the tripartite dialogue. An
interesting development, con-
sidering the fact that the Hurriy-
at has been propped up, nur-
tured and cared for over the
years not just by Pakistan, but
more by the US. And that the
Hurriyat representatives were
received very deliberately by
President Clinton at the White
House just before his departure
for the sulcontinent.

»

here are three - broad
options on Kashmir that
have - emerged through
governments, think tanks, offi-
cial and unofficial channels
over the last few years. One
option on Kashmir of course
favours the status quo. A posi-
tion that India is officially advo-
cating. The second favours the
division of Yammu and Kashmir
along religious-ethnic lines. In
that the Valley goes to Pakistan
and Leh, Ladakh and Jammu
remain with India (along with
Muslim pockets within). This
finds favour with Islamabad and
an influential section of the
Hurriyat whose leaders private-
ly claim that this seems to be the
“most feasible” option. Howev-
er, leaders like Yasin Malik are
opposed to this and stand for an

independent Kashmir.
So does Washington. If think
tank reports are any indication

~ then the present thinking in the

US favours an independent state
of Kashmir. A variation is inde-
pendent Kashmir jointly admin-
istered by both -India and Pak-
istan, at least ‘in matters of
defence. =~ - A g

The option for IndiaAs only.:|.
one, the first. Advani has said
that the discussions will be
within the framework of the
Indian Constitution. And hence,
talks on Kashmir cannot lead to
any other solution except the
complete and total integration
of the Valley with the rest of
India. The government shouid
use the dialogue with the Hur-
riyat to strengthen this position,
to set into motion a process

.whereby the grievances of the |

people of Kashmir are
addressed and rectified- and
maximum autonomy = for the
state-is granted. .

The Hurriyat and the RSS
share serious differences over
this, but then there cam be no
other solution to the problem.
At least no other solution if the
determining factor is India’s g
interests as defined by consep”
sus and the Constitution.
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AR Abdullah government in Srinagar just abodt Sums

up the Union government’s political approach to
Kashmiris. Democracy triumphs, the army takes care of the
rest. This was considered inadequate by the local population
as was demonstrated during the last general elections when
the percentage of voters in the three district of Srinagar,
Anantnag and Baramulla fell to 12, 14 and 28 respectively,
from 35, 5@ and 41 in 1996. The precipitous decline in partici-
wen in all Muslim majority assembly segments was despite
e Yobust methods employed by the army to get voters to the
peéllissg booths. The Hurriyat was held responsible for sabotag-
ing the elections, an accusation that may do them some credit
in the eyes of the people of the valley, and the entire leader-
ship was taken to Jodhpur jail where, Farooq hoped, they
would stay and rot. It is easy to blame the Hurriyat: the peo-
ple did not vote because, after having given three more years °
to Abdullah, they didn’t see the point. Hurriyat has clout in
the valley, it does represent a substantial section of Kashmiri
opinion and the fact that it stays out of normal political
processes makes the idea of Indian democracy in Jammu and
Kashmir less than perfect. But it is also certain that it bene-
fits enormously every time the National Conference fails to
deliver, which is often enough.

Abdullah, meanwhile, has fished out his party’s autonomy
agenda in the form of a report lying around for a year. He
wants a return to the pre-1953 status. He understands that
his collaboration with the Centre — without central assis-
tance, Jammu and Kashmir would collapse — makes him look
like a quisling and that may bother him. But he also knows
that he is indispensable to India’s scheme of things. It also
gives him a certain degree of leverage with the Centre.
However, this exclusive reliance on the National Conference to
push India’s case with the Kashmiris is not healthy for either
side. It may short-circuit genuine democracy, leave too much
power in Abdullah’s hands, perpetuate the military’s role and
take no account of anything that militates against India’s
presence in the valley. Releasing the Hurriyat leaders at this
juncture restores the balance within Kashmiri polities. It is
the only opposition that Abdullah knows and may be used to
keep his aspirations — whatever they may be — in check. The
other good reason for releasing them is that the non-main-
stream voice which, in the vacuum that followed the arrests,
may have been in danger of being adopted by fundamentalist
mujahideen, will be brought back to relatively moderate forms
of political expression. It is also a good thing to do on merits/ /




NHouse over

autonomy report

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

. JAMMU, April 8. — The
i Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
again witnessed a heated
exchange of words and a boy-
cott by members of the Op-
position today on the issue of
autonomy for the state.

Trouble began when the state
Law and Parlia-
mentary Affa-
irs Minister, Mr
t PLL  Handoo,
stood up to
move a motion

£ diormagion an

the State Auto-
nomy Report
tabled in the
House on 13

FAROOQ PLEA

JAMMYU, April 8 — J&K
chief minister Dr Faroogq
Abdullah has asked the
Pt ewemndasmal vummumty,
especially the Organisation
of Islamic Countries, to put
pressure on Paklstan to
desist from aiding terrorism

ial level. It decided that an all-
party meeting would be con-
vened in Srinagar to discuss
the recommendations of the
report in June 2000.

As the law minister stood up
to move the motion, members
of the ruling party stood up as
well, and accused the law min-
ister of trying to rush through
the report in a
non-serious
manner.

The State Au-

tonomy Clawsst”
Ho.,ule%ort could

not be taken up
' for discussion as
the NC MLAs,
Mr Mohammad
Shafi Bhat, Mr

April last year. | in the state. Addressing offi- | Suharward and

In its meeting | cers of the National Defence | Mr Dilawar Nir
on 15 March, | Academy last evening, the | accused Mr
the state Cabi- | chiel minister said Pakistan | Handoo of caus-
net had dis- | would realise the futility of | ing a “deliberate
cussed the | being hostile to India and | delay” in pre-
report and deci- | urged it to foster a spirit of | senting a mo-
ded that it could | friendship. — S\I‘i tion in the

be discussed in
the House along with a pro-
posed resolutien endorsing the
earlier decision to continue a
ministerial committee which
. would initiate a dialogue with
the Government of India on
recommendations of the report.

The Cabinet also decided that
this committee would visit
Delhi and other state capitals
for discussions at the minister-

Y

JD“‘.‘

House to discuss
the report.

Mr Shafi Bhat and the law
minister exchanged heated
words with the former alleging
that Mr Handoo had always
tried to mislead Dr Farooq
Abdulleh. He said the law
minister had deliberately kept
the discassion on the report on
the second-last day of the
Assembly.
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Massacreb continu
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Arun Joshl
Anantnag, April 9

HY DID it happen to us ot
The people here dire: -
this question to the visit
ing journalists as this sout
Kashmir district grapples with tt
shock of mourning for the pa’
three weeks. ,
Nazir Ahmad's eyes are swollen
His brother Zahoor went missi s
on March 23 and on April 6 he d Xt
covered his clothes in a grave. Ne ; d
day he brought home a cha:\r‘r)
body: that was beyond: recognitic he
The whole town joined him on t
midnight to bury the dead. he
That was a clear defiance of t
curfew. The people were mourni he
the dead in Momminabad on t
outskirts here on Friday night nd
were the villagers in Hallan s
Brari Angan. The question v

st

P

same: "why did it happen to us“?

Though officially the real identi- °

ty of the bodies depends on the
utcome of the DNA tests, the
wnsfolk here are convinced that
these were the missing villagers
who were exhumed from the
graves where they were buried on
March 25 following what security
forces claimed was a fierce
encounter with militants.

Abu Mahas, one of the promi-
nent militants who was claimed
killed in encounter and buried,
himself went to the people a day
later and asked them: "why did you
bury me, when I am alive". That
was the spark that triggered
demonstrations with people sus-
pecting that civilians were killed
and buried by the security forces.

The police do not agree with this
version. But they concede that
there is a prima facie case that a

es to haun

€
%Ycri%\sfkmmimd. -ay

police officers are unable to It
anything officially, but the replt
that they are preparing to subal
to the court of the Chief Judi¥»
Magistrate  here  tomorr
endorses the public perception -
"Law will take its course", G.T
Peer, new Deputy Commissio8
of this district, said while refus®
to comment on the likely conte
of the report. He also refused
speculate as to what would be /
likely directions of the court. *
will abide by the directions of
court and do the needful”. 1
The inquiry officer, Mr Rehf
Sheikh, Deputy Superintende¥
Police headquarters, refused t?
anything. "Sorry, I cannot tet®
anything”", he says attempting ~
as polite as is possible for an
cer who has been working fc»

past week t;ekking moun~,
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\/thAnantnag

Supervising exhumation of bodi
\?vllll?chml)lw preparing the rep(;‘:f
N should stand the legal scruti-
What is confronting ¢ i
here 1s the crisis of cregibﬂftyg%ﬁ?
worq' Is not trusted by the people
her;: » said a middle rung police
l(])ffxcer here. So many things have
happened so swiftly in the district
that the police fing that overlap-
g'u.lg of events has shaken its credrl?-
3ghty_. Fnrs.t, 1t was the massacre of
; Sikhs in Chittj Singhpora fol-
owed by an encounter jn Pathribal
wllllere flv_e persons were killed
who now in the public perceptior;
were the ordinary villagers and not
€ven remotely connected to milj-
tancy. The protests followed by the
re}at_wes and fellow villagers of the
missing people and the firing on
one such procession that left eight
persons dead.
The Investigating police officers

are-not getting co-g i
the people, g peration from




ALLEY TALK ;-1

he announcement that New Delhi had opened up
lines of communication with the All Parties Hur-
riyat Conference reflects changing views on the
Kashmir question by almost all the parties concerned.
The relationship between the inhabitants of the valley
and the Centre is so entangled that no one should expect
radical developments, let alohe positive énes, from this
tentative resumption of taiks about talks. Kashmir can
be expected to continue to reel under the most intense
wave of militancy it has experienced since the mid-
Nineties. And the alienation of Kashmiris, only fuelled
by incidents like the recent killing of five villagers by se-
curity forces in Anantnag, is unlikely to be stemmed in
the immediate future, let alone reversed. Nonetheless,

New Delhi is doing the right thing in approaghing the
APHC. Hl
The shifting snows in Kashmir are being Rlowh by

several winds. New Delhil redognizes that while Pak-
istani infiitrated militants have played a major role in
the rise of militancy this is not the sole reason. The num-
ber of Kashmiri locals joining insurgency groups has
started to increase. The Bharatiya Janata Party also be-
lieves the rekindling of local support for militancy can-
not be contained so long as the National Conference gov-
ernment of Mr Faroog Abdullah remains in power in
Srinagar. Unfortunately, until now, there has been no se-
rious alternative ruler for Kashmir. The APHC, for its
part, was dealt a major blow during Mr Bill Clinton’s
visit to India. Its members have long clung to the hope
the international community would one day deliver on
its rhetorical commitment on the right of Kashmiri self-
rule. The United States president took great pains to
avoid terms like “self-determination” or speaking of the
need for a Kashmiri solution to take into account the de-
ires of Kashmiris. Mr Clinton’s message: in a nu-
/:1ear‘1zed environment, self-determination must play
second fiddle to stability and lowering tensions. Wash-
ington is now committed to the stafus quo in Kashmir.
The result has been to push the APHC’s more moderate
members to seek some accommodation with India.
There is another angle. India is tiltingtowards talks be-
cause it accepts that in a nuclearized environment the
present situation in Kashmir is untenable. In the long
term this means India must find a solution in Srinagar. If
the APHC’s moderates prove amenable, they may yet
prove to be the nucleus of a National Conference alterna-
tive.

There is much mileage to cover. BJP leaders have al-
ready ruled out any return to the pre-1953 status in the
state. As an autonomy package is essential o any negoti-
ated settlement, this has already put a huge spoke in the
wheel. Two official committees have recently filed re-
ports on autonomy for Jammu and Kashmir. New Delhi
should exhume these buried proposals to get the debate
started. The negotiations will be difficult. For one thing,
Pakistan will always cast a pall over the talks. It is hot im-
possible that it will do its best to disturb them — most
probably by escalating tensions with India in the valley
and along the line of control. The stars, diplomatic and
political, are aligning themselves in such a way thata
slight window of opportunity is opening up over Kash-
mir. Such is the debilitating effect of this open sore on
the nation that it would be well worth it for New ito
pursue its dialogue with tge/APHC wighan cyeésllrd./
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_~Hurriyat team barred from leaving for Geneva

\}“ A A bﬂy Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, APRIL)0. Revealing continued confusion
in the Vajpayee Government over an approach to the
Hurriyat leaders, a delegation of the organisation
was today prevented from leaving the country while
the Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, ex-
pressed a view that he would like the Hurriyat lead-
ers to be sitting “‘across the table”.

Mr. Fernandes was reported to have told a news
agency that it was ‘necessary’ to talk to those leaders
“who are the cause of the problem in the first place”.
“After all we are talking to our own people and we
would like Hurriyat leaders to be across the table’

It appears that Mr. Fernandes has sought to re
rect his reputation as a ‘sensitive’ Minister which he
had earned as Minister for Kashmir Affairs in the V.P.
Singh Government. At that time Mr. Jagmohan, as
the Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, was seen as
advocating a ‘hard’ line against militants.

The tone of Mr. Fernandes’ observation also ap-
pears to be slightly at variance with the Union Home

Minister, Mr. LK. Advani’s disclai
payee Government had sent out any\
Hurriyat leaders for dialogue.
Early this morning a four-member Hurriyat dele-
gation was prevented from boarding a Geneva-
bound flight from the IGI Airport. The team was

ly officiates as the spokesperson for the Hur-
in Delhi) was accredited to a group called ‘The
orld Society of Victimology’, Mr. Raja Tufail
Ahemd and Mohammed Amin were accredited to
the ‘International Islamic Federation of Students Or-
ganisations’, and the fourth member, Mr. Abdul
Rashid Lone, was atached to the ‘International Hu-
man Rights Association of American Minorities.’
The Union Home Ministry sources indicated that
the Government was convinced that these four
would have used their stay in Geneva to mount an

anti-India campaign. /
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Osama aiding recrmtment
for jehad in Kashmir "C)

THE INTELLIGENCE agencies in London
have found evidence of funding by the exiled
Saudi millionaire Osama Bin Laden to his
agents in Britain to entice young British
Muslims away to training camps in Pakjstan
occupied Kashmir (PoK) and Afghanistan
for jehad in Kashmir and Chechnya. Some
are sent to desert camps on the borders of
Pakistan and Sudan.

A Times report says that the belief that the
foiled plot to bomb British targets in the port
city of Aden in 1998 had been masterminded
and funded by militant clerics here has now
been belied. It was actually funded by Osama

and channelled to camps run by an
militant,

It is in these camps that the British Muslim
youth recruited here for operation in Aden
were given arms training. Osama provided
enough money to pay for their hotel stay,
safe houses and cars used in the blotched
operation by the five youth.

Over 200 young Britons have been sent to
Kashmir and Chechnya. The number might
be much more than what has come into the
knowledge of the intelligence and counter-
terrorism agencies.

HTC, London
e
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/{ALK TO HURRIYATS

% The way to offset repression \

HE home minister doesn’t sound credible when' he %s
that the Hurriyat should be included in the dialogye
process on Kashmir because they are Indians and that talks
should be held within the framework of the Constitution. The
Hurriyat are known well enough by now. If they really consid-
ered themselves Indian, there wouldn’t be any need to refer to
the Constitution? He acknowledges the problem by denying it.
The three leaders released from Jodhpur jail have spoken and
it can be assumed that they speak for the organisation. They
will have nothing to do with the Indian Constitution and
want, instead tripartite talks between India, Pakistan and
themselves as the sole representatives of the Kashmiri people.
Both sides, therefore, set out from a position unacceptable to
the other, which would be considered normal in many othe:
negotiating scenarios, but not this one. From a pragmati
viewpoint what the Hurriyat proposes is, indeed, the only was
to end violence in the valley. It is unlikely that milifary actior
can end militancy, and no political strategy can work in ar
atmosphere of continuous violence. It is not possible to sea
the Line of Control or to wage war against Pakistan. But, fron
the Indian vantage, this violence is not seen as a fight for self
determination, but as a war waged against India by a foreigr
power which is not a party to the dispute. There is some sense
in this position too.
It may still make sense to talk to the Hurriyat, if only as ¢
counterweight to Farooq Abdulla’s backmailing and als«

. because it indicates a willingness to take adverse opinion int

account and to work out a political approach. It offsets th:
repressive aspect of the situation, even though it may no
actually bring about any kind of breakthrough. In the presen
context, the government has no one left to talk to. The dia
logue with Pakistan is interrupted, probably indefinitely, an
the militant groups now operating in the valley do not believ:
in politics. Talking to the Hurriyat, even without a prope
basis, is one way to keep the political process in Kashmi
alive, of dealing with the insurgency without reference t
Pakistan and; ultimately, to the mujahideen axis that oper
ates out 6f that country. Talking to the Hurriyat is about pre
serving/the ethos of Kashmiri politics.
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ABill: My visit prorpte

massacre

Washington, April 15

PRESIDENT BILL Clinton said
the massacre of 35 Sikhs in
Chattisinghpura in Jammu and
Kashmir on March 20 was carried
out because he was visiting India
and was perpetrated by those who
did not want the turmoil in the
State to be eased.

“I'm sure they were murdered
hecause I was there. Those people
lost their lives because I went to
India and Pakistan,” he said during
a fund-raising luncheon for
Georgia Democratic representa-
tive Cynthia Mckinney at Atlanta.

“The people, who don’t want
their turmoil to be eased, used my
trip there as a pretext to highlight
the difficulties. And somebody, we
do not know who, killgd perfectly
innocent people —
before been targesed in all the con-
flicts in Kashafir,” Clinton told
the gatheri

.

ey - S

" which was attended .

ashmlr ‘C!V

by me! be
the Sikh ¢ m-
munity.

Clinton sa1d
that if the diffi-
culties  over
Kashmir could
be  resolved,
people in South Asia would
explode as there is literally no limit
to the potential of the life that
could be had there,

“But they are short of kept back
from the modern world by this
ancient tension — or at least the
tension that grew out of the found-
ing of India and Pakistan,” he said.

Praising the Indian effort to pen-
etrate computers, he said: “I was in
the remotest of Indian villages and
I saw how computers worked there
and the use of Hindi, the mother of
languages in the computers.”

The way Internet is transforming
life, Clinton said that no country
can be isolated from it. (PTI)
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By SeemaGuha S‘ /\
NEW DELHL: At the end’d} his

four-day visit to India on Tuesday,
British foreign secretary Robin
Cook took off for Bangkok, a full
hour behind schedule, sending his
managers into a flap as he tried to
cram 1n as much as possible on his
last day here.

The second Ms Cook, his former
secretary, waited patiently while
her husband rounded up the last
two interviews at the high commis-
sion before leaving for the Air
Force base where his special air-
craft was parked.

Dressed in a cool beige skirt and
jacket, she took a chair quietly in
the corner, with a glass of mineral
water, and watched her husband.

A relaxed Mr Cook in shirt-
sleeves was happy to talk of his
most successful visit to India.

Memories of the disastrous trip
when he accompanied the Queen
are now a thing of the past. He
spoke enthusiastically of a
“change” in ties, although he did
not go so far as to dub this a “spe-
cial relationship”. His idea was not
to base Indo-British ties on the past

Aiolence must stop before
Kashmir talk$\Pegin: Cook

by to look to the future—to eco-
nomic co-operation in new fields
like IT and telecommunications.
Mr Cook said he hoped ties with
India would intensify further in fu-
ture.

More important for the Vajpayee
government, Britain has shown
rare understanding of India’s p
tion on Kashmir and its curre
picion of Pakistan.

hi’s insistence t
istan could only taKe place after
cross-border terrorism stops, Mr
Cook said, “I fully understand In-
dia’s position. It took courage and
vision for Prime Minister Vajpayee
to travel to Lahore. We appreciate
that. Kargil coming soon after-
wards clearly derailed the peace
initiative. We understand India’s
stand on getting a clear signal from
the other side. It is important for vi-
olence to stop. Peace talks can be-
gin only then. We have seen this in
Ireland. It was ceasefire and then
dialogue.”

He said that during the Kargil
conflict, he had been calling for re-
straint on both sides.

THE TREES OF INBIA
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ISLAMABAD, APR|L 27. A 5000-
strong ulema convention at the
Lashkar-e-Taiba headquarters in
Muridke, near Lahore, today re-
jected back channel diplomacy
and any secret dialogue between
India and Pakistan while reiterat-
ing that “jehad’’ was the only so-
lution to Kashmir and a religious
obligation for all Muslims.

In a joint declaration signed by
the spokesperson for the Lashkar-
e-Taiba, Mr.Abdullah Muntazar,
the gathering warned the Pakis-
tan Government that it should not
take any action against the “jeha-
di and Mujahideen” groups be-
cause of pressure from India and
“Western propaganda’. The 17-
point joint declaration said the
[fakistan Government should not

show any signs of weakness ‘‘fear-
ing the threat of war”.

In a war situation, the entire
nation would be prepared for ‘‘je-
had” and the ulema would be
prepared to lead the country. The
ulema, the statement said, were
deeply worried about back chan-
nel diplomacy which could dam-
age the cause of jehad in Kashmir
to an “unlimited extent’".

The convention, the statement
added, ratified all the fatwas
about jehad in Kashmir given by
the chief jurists of Saudi Arabia
and the ulema of Pakistan.

Besides, the '‘preparation” of
atomic warheads is a “religious
obligation” of all Muslims and the
Pakistan Government is conse-
quently “not allowed” to sign the
CTBT, the convention declared.
Moreover, the  Government

should take the responsibility of
the entire Muslim nation and not
restrict atomic and missile capa-
bilities only to Pakistan.

The convention made a distinc-
tion between jehad and terrorism
and stated that the ongoing jehad
in Kashmir and in the rest of the
world was not terrorism but a
movement for the establishment
of peace and aimed at “subdu-
ing" the kafirs.

It defined India as a “terrorist”
country involved in ‘“terrorist”
activities in Kashmir as well as
against Muslims in Pakistan, add-
ing that RAW and Mossad were
involved in bloodshed in the
name of sectarianism.

Reacting to criticism that reli-
gious madrassas were the head-
quarters of terrorism, the
statement said such “‘dirty propa-

2§ APR 208

y ‘Jehad only solution to Kashmir’ ., -

ganda’” should end. The ulema
were prepared to work with the
Government if any such madras-
sas existed.

The Government should mon-
itor the working of NGO organisa-
tions in the country which were
“anti-Islam and anti- Pakistan".
The country was facing a security
threat because of these groups
and should immediately ban
those which were involved in-
“negative activities”’, the state-
ment said.

It also stated that it would
struggle collectively against th\
propagation of western and Indi-
an cultures through “dish anten-
nas, TV and video”.

The conventon criticised the
Pakistan Government for not be-
ing sincere in eliminating usury.
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No third party role for US
in Kashmir, says Jaswant

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, MARCH3- o 0\
INDIA on Thursc\l\/
ruled out acceptance of any thlrd-
party mediation in the Kashmir is-
sue and asserted that no outside
party, including the United States,
would be allowed to play the role of
a “mediator or facilitator” in the’
matter. Replying to questions in
Rajya Sabha, External Affairs Min-
ister Jaswant Singh said any inter-
vention, facilitation or mediation “is
not acceptable now or in the fu-
ture”. He hopgd Washington would
recognise the “new reality” of geo-
strategic and political compulsions
in South Asia. Singh also made it
clear that India would not be seek-
ing cooperation of the American
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
orany otheragency tocombat Pak-
istan-sponsored cross-border ter-
rorism. o
“Government is fully equipped
to deal with cross-border terrorism
being sponsored by Pakistanand do

ot\néed the cooperation of any
agencytotackleit,” he said.
wever, he added that if the
US walyted to share any informa-

tion or ldunch an attack on terror- '

ism at an international level, India
would cooperate. Singh was reply-
ing to supplementaries during
Question Hour on whether Kash-
mir would figure in talks between
India and the US during President
Bill Clinton’s visit later thismonth,
Stating that internationally
there was a “greater understand-
ing” of India’s position that Pak-
istan was sponsoring terrorism, he
said even the US had stated that
there were ties between Pakistani
agencies and terrorists in Kashmir.
On Clinton’s statement that
there was yet no proof of Pakistan’s
direct involvement in the hijacking
of the IA plane in December from
Nepal, Singh said the US had clari-
fied that it had difficulties in making
direct references until it went
through its own legal processes.
The White House spokesman has
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also said that Harkat-ul-Ansar was
involved in the hijacking, Singh said,
adding the group’s links with ISI
was well established.

The External Affairs Minister
said Pakistan’s military ruler Gen
Parvez Musharraf was trying to
make “jehad” the new form of their
foreign policy and trying to unite
various terrorist groups underasin-
gle “Kashmir Liberation Army”.

He said various pro-Pakistan
NGOs and the Hurriyat Confer-
ence were trying to set up a central
coordinating body in London to
lobby for Kashmir’s “liberation”.

However, he said there were
some differences between the Hur-
riyat and ISIwhether the coordinat-
ing body should be called “World
Kashmir Assembly” or “Kashmir
Mission”. Onsupport to India’s po-
sition on Kashmir, Singh said In-
dia’s draft resolution at the UN
Convention on Terrorism had got

the widest support and therg was 3.
greater recognition of Pdkistafi’s
role than ever before,




//ﬁilitants attack

o'\ Army post
win Kashmi

SRINAGAR, MARCH 5. In a pre-dawh

try spokesman said. |

Elsewhere in Jammu and Kash- |
mir, eight people, including three i
militants and a woman, were |
killed and three wounded in sep- |
arate incidents since Saturday '
night.

The militants fired indiscrimi-
nately at the troops manning the
post at Badampora near Baba Si-
la-Reshi around 4 a.m. injuring
four of them, the spokesman said.

The troops returned the fire
and the battle lasted nearly two
hours. The spokesman said radio
intercepts of militants indicated
they had suffered some casual-
ties.

The Pakistan-based militant
outfit, Lashkar-e-Taiba, claimed
responsibility for the attack.

A Border Security Force jawan
was injured in shelling from
across the border in the Rajouri
sector while Indian and Pakistani
troops exchanged fire in several
sub-sectors of Poonch, Rajouri,
Jammu and Kathua sectors, offi-
cial sources said.

Pakistani troops shelled Indian
positions in Noushera, Laam,
Bhawani, Kerni, Bhimbergali,
Krishnaghati, Mendhar, Balakote,
Pallanwala, Hiranagar, R S Pura
and Samba sub-sectors of Jam-
mu-Kathua-Poonch-Rajouri sec-
tor last night. — PTI
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“Militancy poised to enter ¢.>
a dangerous phase in J&K*

NEW DELHI: Militancy in Jammu
and Kashmir is entering a “danger-
ous phase™ and Kashmir could “slip
out of India’s hands™ if the Centre
does not act immediately, militant-
turned-politician Jamshed Shirazi,
popularly known as Kuka Parrey,
feels.

“People in the state want the im-
mediate dismissal of the ministry
led by Farooq Abdullah and impo-
sition of governor's rule as the gov-
ernment had failed to deliver
goods.” Parrey. who led a crusade
against militants by forming a
counter-insurgent group called
Jammu and Kashmir Ikhwan (JKI),
told PTT here.

“People are even denied the ba-
sic fundamental right to live by the
statc government as it has failed to
provide safety to a common man.”
he alleged.

Parrey. who succeeded consider-
ably in pushing back militants in
the Valley. warned that “Kashmir
might slip out of the hands of India
if immediate attention was not paid

towards ruthlessly tackling militan-
cy”.
He appealed to all political par-
ties in the country to give a serious
thought to the situation in Kashmir
where people were Dbeing
butchered by militants sent by Pak-
istan. ‘

Parrey, now an MLA, appealed
to the Centre not to release funds
to the state government in the
name of “development”™ as mili-
tants would continue to target the
infrastructure. *Our first and fore-
most attention should be to com-
pletely weed out militants and only
then can development follow,” he
said.

The former militant, claimed that
the present situation in the state
was worse than that in 1989-90 and
said even Muslims of the Valley
were now following the footsteps of
their pundit brethren and had start-
ed migrating.

“Unemployment is at its peak
and several jobless youth are ready
to hurl a grenade for Rs 50 from an

(HE TIMES OF iniRA
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”

ISI agent — After all he alsp needs
asource of survival.” he said

Parrey alleged that the stale gov-
ernment had misused funds allocat-
ed by the Centre to fight militancy
and said “where is peace? every day
nearly a dozen innocent people are
falling prey to militants’ bullets.”

“Blaming Pakistan does not
solve the problem. After all what
can you except from an envious
neighbour. But at least we can put
our house in order.” he said.

Parrey. whose group played a
major role in maintaining peace
since the 1996 parliamentary elec-
tions in J&K. feels that JKI could
again prove instrumental in weed-
ing out militancy from the state.

“If we could do it in 1994, why
can't we do it again... If militants
are coming here to commit terrorist
acts and die. my boys are ready to
push them into coffins,” he said.
adding “my boys are also ready to
die for the country provided the
government assures benefits to
their families.” (pmy




Hurriyat wants Clinton to know
the Kashmiri view point: Mirwaiz

Arun Joshi /7
n Jos )(\\’

Jammu, March 7

THE ALL-PARTY Hur}iyat
Conference (APHC) is not in race
with the Central Government to
score a point by proposing to meet
US President Clinton during his
visit to India later this month, but
only wants to air its "view point".
In an exclusive interview to The
Hindustan Times, APHC acting
chairman Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
said: "We are not trying to score a
oint over the Government. Our
ffort is only to air our view point".
e argued that Clinton can help
reate an atmosphere wherein,
'India shuns its military approach
\ nd looks toward a political solu-
jon to the Kashmir crisis".

The Mirwaiz, who along with his
senior colleague Abdul Ghani
Lone, had lobbied hard in New
Delhi to fix an audience with
Clinton, said the effort was direct-
ed at "letting the American presi-

dent know the Kashmiri view
point". This was imperative
because "our view has not been
expressed before him like the
ndian or Pakistani standpoints".
According to the Hurriyat, any
solution to Kashmir must apply to
the undivided J and K, including its
northern areas, which Pakistan
claims are its territory. "Though
this clashes with Pakistan's policy,
this is the Hurriyat's stand", the
Mirwaiz observed.

Sounding a realistic note, he said
that the APHC was not expecting
wonders to be worked overnight
with Clinton visiting south Asia.
But, "what we are expecting is that
since Clinton has expressed his
desire to resolve the Kashmir
issue, he would take our point of
view into account."

"The visit could pave way for a
peaceful and negotiated settle-
ment of the Kashmir issue”, the
Mirwaiz said. "It is not necessary to
call it mediation, it can very well be
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regarded as international assis-
tance. What's the harm in that", the
APHC chief said.

He argued that the Hurriyat has
"never shied away from talks. The
Crntral Government’s attitude has
been negative. A common agenda
can be worked out for initiating
talks." The beginning, he said,
could be made through bilateral
talks between India and Pakistan
and by lifting of travel restrictions
on Kashmir leaders across both
sides of the LoC.

The Mirwaiz, playing on Indian
diplomatic ambitions, said: "India
wants to become a member of the
UN Security Council. It is in its
interest to see that some concrete
steps are taken to resolve the issue.
India and Pakistan should start
shunning their rigid attitudes and
talk to each other. This (Clinton's
visit) is the best opportunity after
their mistrust has assumed gigantic
proportions following the Kargil
conflict”.




J Govt censured for delay in filing PSC report -

‘ARUN SHARMA %

JAMMU, MARCH 8 W
THE Jammu and Kash
Government, int violation of he
mandatory provisions of the State
~ Constitution, has not tabled any
“ report of the Public Service Com-
miission along with responses of
the departments concerned, on

 floor of the State Legislature dur-

ing the last three years.

Significantly, such a sen'ous\

constitutional lapse on part of the
Government was brought to the
notice of the Assembly Speaker
Abdul Ahad Vakil, by none else,
than a ruling National Conference
(NC) member
Rashid, after the end of thie ques-
tion hour in the House. As the Law
and Parliamentary Affairs Minis~
ter P L Handoo stood up to say

Syed Abdul

that they are domg it, the Speaker -

said that “it is a setious matter” and

asked the member to give it in writ-

ing. .
The NC member brought the
constitutional violation to the no-
“tice of the Speaker soon after the
latter ahnounced an end to the
questionhour.
“There has been a $erious con-
stitutional violation and contempt

of the House as the reports of the -

Public Service Commission-along
with responses of the departments
concerned have not been tabled on
the floor of the Legislature during
the last three years,” said Rashid
before the Speakerannounced the
beginning of the zero hour. In sup-
port of his statement, he read out
Section 137 of the Jammu and
' Kashmir Constitution that “it shall
‘be the duty of the Public Service

e

Commissionto present annuallyto
.the Governor a repott as to the
‘work done by the Commission.

And the Governor, on receipt of
such report, shall cause a reply
thereof together with a memoran-

dum explaining as respects the -
_ cases, if any, where the advice of the

Commission was not accept
“The reasons for such non-

compliance are to be laid before

the Legislature,” Rashid said,
adding that non-presentation of
the Commission reports along
with responses of the departments

concerned amounts to contempt

of the House. He also soughit a re-
ply from the Law and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister on the matter.

As the Speaker asked the NC
member as to how did he know
that the reports have not been laid
before the Legislature, the latter

said that the Government has itself
accepted it in written reply to a
question of Harsh Dev Singh (Pan-
thers Party) in the House yester-
day. Now, it cannot deny it, he
added. Thereafter, the Speaker
turned to Handoo, who said that
these reports were being tabléd be-

-fore the House. It was an impor-
‘tant matter, he said and sought

nme to gointo the details.
Atthls,thﬂ said that “it isa se-
rious mattet”” and asked the mhem-
ber to give him in writing.
Yesterday, the Chief Minister
in written reply to a question of

‘Harsh Dev Singh in the House had

said that the Public Service Com-
mission had been presenting its an-
nual work done reports to the
Govemnor as required under Sec-
tion 137 of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Caristitution. '
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byings J&K issue
c

.
=]
=
=,
@
-
e
a
[y
]
-

their activities in Jammu and Kash-
mir in view of U.S. President Bill
Clinton’s visit later this month but
some political parties too have
planned political actions in the
coming days.

Chief minister Farooq Abdul-
Ialv’s estranged brother-in-law G.M.
Shah came out of a decade-long po-
litical hibernation to address a
press conference in Srinagar and
his son Muzaffar Shah did so in
Delhi on Monday.

“A muinber of public meetings
and rallies in the Kashmir valley
will follow,” said Muzaffar who is
helping his father revive the Awami
National Conference (ANC).Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed, former Union
home minister and president of the
People’s Democratic Party (PDP),
has planned a rally here later this
month “to attract the world’s atten-
tion to the plight of Kashmiri peo-
ple.”

The situation in the Valley has
deteriorated considerably over the
past few months. The alienation of
the National Conference govern-
ment of Farooq Abdullah is-in-
creasing and so are the activitids of
the subversive organisations.

Kashmir watchers opine that'or-
ganisations like the ANC and the
PDP will take advantage of the sit-
uation. ’
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" Cold Wa(rv\g& ashriir

Is Kashmir a continuing calualty of the o d?r?unct Cold War be-
tween the western powers and the erstwhile USSR? Conventional wis-
dom has it that the partition of India became a fait accompli after the
breakdown of the Cabinet Mission Plan and the viplence unleashed by
the Muslim League in August 1946. These columns yesterday carried an
account derived from the declassified top secret material from the pre-
1947 British archives which showed that the partition was finalised by
Field Marshal Lord Wavell and his chiefs of staff in early 1946 as part of
the ‘great game’ mindset. The idea was to create a northwest Islamic
salient on the Indian subcontinent as a rampart to protect the “wells of
power” — the Middle East oilfields — against a much feared Soviet ad-
vance. If this hypothesis is valid, the Indian partition will rank with the
divisions of Germany and Korea as one of the earliest confrontations of
the Cold War, preceding Winston Churchill’s famous ‘iron curtain’
speech. This scenario would explain why the Attlee government decided
to ignore the provisions of the Indian Independence Act, passed by
Westminster, in respect of the accession of the Maharajah of Kashmir to

\India; by bypassing the relevant statute, the British government created
the Kashmir problem. The blatant bias of Britain and the US towards
Pakistan on the Kashmir issue could logically be traced to Cold War ob-
jectives. Though Stalinist Soviet Union was indifferent to Kashmir ini-
tially, Khurschev and his successors responded to the Anglo-American
pro-Pakistan tilt from 1956 by using their UN veto in favour of India.

Though there have long been suspicions that the Cold War and Kash-
mir were related, there has not so far been any proof of the linkage be-
tween partition, the Kashmir issue and the origins of the East-West
stand-off. The cited article makes specific references to the communica-
tions between Viceroy Wavell and Whitehall. New Delhi should immedi-
ately depute a team of reputabie historians to survey the newly released
material from Britain’s archives. An authoritative compilation of the
documentation of the period 1942-1947 could throw light on the origin
of partition, and of the unexplained U-turn by the Attlee government
which repudiated a British governor-general’s legal acceptance of
Kashmir’s accession. There are reasons to believe that in 1947-48, the
US state department, and the newly created Central Intelligence
Agency, were misled by the British on whom the Americans largely
relied on for matters related to South Asia. Such new insights on
Kashmir would substantively help the US administrationjto gain a more
realistic view on the subcontinent; indeed a modificatiopi of perspective
is already evident in the recent speech of US sefretary of state
Madeleine Albright. Regrettably, our political estaflishment and bu-
reaucracy have seldom exhibited any understanding/of the need to write
objective history and derive informed policy frojections from the
exercise. Wilfully neglecting history, we are £ondemned to be held
hostage to it,in Kashmir and elsewhere.
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Shabir Shah, 5 others~
arrested on eve\of W o
departure 0 New Delhi

SRINAGAR: J&K Democratic Freedom Party (JKDFP) president
Shabir Ahmed Shah and 15 of his supporters were taken into custqdy
Sunday morning when they were to leave for Delhi to participate in a
meeting to draw U.S. President Bill Clinton’s attention to the “plight of
Kashmiris”, official sources said.

Police and paramilitary personnel arrested them at Lal Chowk when
they tried to board vehicles for Delhi to participate in the proposed
meeting, the sources said.

A JKDFP spokesman, conderning the arrest of Mr Shah and his sup-
porters, said, “we had planned a peaceful demonstration in New Delhi
to invite attention of the U.S. President to the plight of Kashmiris and
their demand for “right of self-determination.” He said his party had
also organised an exhibition of photographs showing incidents of human
rights violations in the state. Meanwhile, Jammu and Kashmir
Democratic forum spokesman Bhushan Bazaz in New Delhi con-
demned the arrest and termed it “undemocratic”. _

Twenty-one activists of JKDFP were arrested on Saturday from a
Srinagar hotel. The sources said all the 37 detainees have been lodged in
local Khotibag police station.

JKDFP had also made preparations to distribute among the foreign
press, copies of a book on Kashmir, and a memorandum to Mr Clinton
through the U.S. embassy appealing to initiate steps for resolving the
Kashmir issue in accordance with the wishes and aspirations of its peo-
ple, the spokesman said. Mr Shah had alse decided to observe on March
22, a token hunger strike in front of parliament to draw the attention of
the U.S. President and the world community towards the Kashmir issue,
he said. 7))
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Y.ashkar, Hizbul behind

massacre
3
Now D i1y Lot

FI1HE GOVERNMEN’I} today identified tw§ pro-
P

akistan pan-Islamic terrorist outfits Las
Toiba and Hizbul Mujahideen as being invojved
in last night's massacre of 36 Sikhs at Chagti-
Singhpora In Anantnag district of Kashmir.
Among the deceased is understood to be a servihg
Intelligence Bureau functionary besides a large num-
ber of relatives of other personnel working for India’s
premier intelligence outfit in the Valley. This has set
alarm bells ringing.
National  Security
Advisor Brajesh
Mishra said at a Press

List of massacre victims

ysays Govt

Srinagar. He is slated to visit Chatti-Singhpur village
to meet the bereaved families along with the J & K
Governor and Chief Minister.

President K. R. Narayanan, Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee and Home Minister L. K. Advani
expressed outrage and profound grief at the brutal
killings.

The President described the killings as “yet another
example of cross-border terrorism”, saying, “It should
open the world’s eyes to the sordidness of terrorism
which does not mind spilling innocent blood to coerce
civil society and make an impact on the world”.

Expressing  his
outrage at the mas-
sacre, Mr Vajpayee

conference here that
the Government had
evidence that the two
terrorist outfits, sup-
ported by the Pakistan
Government, were
behind the massacre.
He, however, did not
disclose the evidence.

Home Minister LK.
Advani is reported to

have had telephonic |

discussions with State
Governor Girish

THE following is the list of those killed by militants:

Rajinder Singh (42), Karnail Singh (35), Rajan Singh (40),
Naranjan Singh (50), Gurdeep Singh (25), Ajeetpal Singh (22),
Joginder Singh (26), Gurbax Singh (35), Uttam Singh (30),
Surjit Singh (22), Majit Singh (30), Devinder Singh (18),
Rajinder Singh (35), Reshpal Singh (40), Gurmeek Singh (35),
Sukha Singh (53), Ravi Singh (38), Jangbhadur Singh (36),
Rajdeep Singh (18), Naseeb Singh (50), Kulbeer Singh (20),
Darban Singh (28), Deader Singh (50), Gurmeet Singh (22),
Ujal Singh (28), Charan Singh (50), Sartaj Singh (30), Rajnath
Singh (45), Faqir Singh (65), Karnail Singh (45), Sheetal Singh
(66), Ravinder Singh (22), Jagdesh Singh (25), Sagir Singh (60)
and Sartaj Singh (26).

One Devinder Kaur died of heart attack after the massacre.

said India was com-
mitted to eliminat-
ing this menace
from its soil with
the combined will
of its people.
Making a veiled
reference to
Pakistan’s backing
of the two terrorist
outfits alleged to be
behind the killings,
the Prime Minister
wondered as to
how “jehad” could

Chandra Saxena and Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah
early this morning over the incident.

Later during the day, the Centre deputed a high-
level team comprising Minister of Urban Affairs and
Employment S. S. Dhindsa and Minister of State for
Civil Aviation Chaman Lal Gupta to visit the spot.
Accompanied by two senior Home Ministry officials,
the team is slated to return tomorrow and apprise the
Centre over the latest developments.

Home Ministry sources said that Punjab Chief
Minister Prakash Singh Badal had also reached

be part of a country’s Foreign ?olxcy

Describing the massacre as "unprecedented” in the
history of militancy in J&K, the Home Minister said
the incident was a chilling reminder of selective Hindu
killings in Punjab when the Khalistan movement was
its peak. Denouncing the "misinformation regarding
the involvement of India's security forces" in this sor-
did drama of death, Mr Advani charged that the inci-
dent was yet another desperate attempt by anti-India
forces, operating from across the border, to fuel com-
munal passions in the country.
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Chatti Singhpura (J&K), Mar 21

IN THE first-ever attack on
minority Sikhs in the Kashmir
Valley, heavily-armed militants in
military fatigue lined up and shot
dead 36 members of the commu-
nity in this remote village, 70 km
south of Srinagar.

A woman, identified as
Virender Kaur, died due to shock
after seeing the bodies, police
said. .

Last night's incident in
Anantnag district triggered vio-
lent protests today in Jammu,
which has a large population of
Sikhs. The Army staged flag
marches and authorities clamped
curfew in the city as a precau-
tionary measure.

Nearly 50 militants, mostly for-
eign--mercenarigs, armed with
AK-47 rifles and grenades,
swooped down on the village
around 9 pm, ordered all mem-
bers of the Sikh families out of
their houses and segregated the
men before shooting them at
point-blank range. The village
has about 250 Sikh families.

Thirty-four of them died on the
spot while one of the two serious-
ly injured succumbed to injuries
at Anantnag hospital, an official
spokesman said. The victims
were in the age group of 18 to 65.

National Security Adviser
Brajesh Mishra told reporters in
New Delhi that the attack was
carried out jointly by Lashker-e-
Toiba and Hizbul Mujahideen
militant outfits.

"The Government has evidence

Grieving children of the massacre victims. Photo: AP

that Lashker-e-Toiba, led by Abu
Mahas, and Hizbul Mujahideen
were behind the attack, he said.

However, the two Pakistan-
based outfits have denied their
involvement in the massacre.

Hours after the incident,
mourning survivors of the com-
munity staged angry protests
against the massacre and vent
their ire on the visiting journal-
ists.

Armed with kangris (fire pots
used by Kashmiris to keep warm
during winter), the agitated
minority community members
dragged out the journalists from
their vehicles and beat them up,
the scribes said after returning to
Srinagar.

Journalists found women beat-
ing their chests and wailing
uncontrollably.

The community members gath-
ered at a local gurdwara where
all the 35 bodies were kept and
expressed their anger and
despair. "Give us guns. We will
kill every militant in this place,"
shouted the villagers when top
Army, police and.civil officers,
led by J&K Minister of State for
Home Mushtaq Ahmed Lone
visited the spot.

Giani Rajinder Singh, head
priest of the gurdwara, told the
Minister that they would be
forced to leave the Valley if prop-
er security was not provided to
them.

A strike was observed in
Srinagar and other parts of
Kashmir in protest against the
massacre. (PTI)
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A new dimet

sion to W

Kashm1r mllltancy

KEITH FLORY and VINAY JHA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 21. — While\hwtéacre

of 36 Sikhs in Anantnag district of Jammu and
Kashmir hours before Mr Bill Clinton com-
menced his official engagement here may have
been a key element in Pakistan’s game plan to
keep international attention focussed on the
“dangerous situation” in the sub-continent, there
are serious apprehensions here of an even
greater and sustained fall-out.

A new dimmension had been added to Kashmiri
militancy, for hitherto the Sikh community had
not been specifically targeted. Was it, as the
home minister has said, a bid to get the Sikhs to
follow the Pandits in fleeing the Valley? It was
also significant that today the Prime Minister,
perhaps for the first time, used the term “ethnic
cleansing.” And initial reports from Anantnag
said that some Sikhs had declared they would be
moving out of Kashmir.

The Chief of the Army Staff described the
attack as “escalatory and unfortunate” and said
though Intelligence reports had pointed to some-
thing sensational being attempted during the
Clinton visit, an attack on Sikhs had never been
anticipated. He saw the massacre against a
backdrop of heightened action along the LoC, a
Pakistani build up across it.

Other senior Army officers suspected that
the massacre was an attempt to provoke a
violent reaction from Sikhs and that aroused
fears.

The home ministry officials hoped that the
massacre would prove counter-productive so far
as its coinciding with the US President’s visit
went. That Mr Clinton had condemned the out-
rage in no uncertain terms had generated hopes
of greater US pressure on Pakistan to curb
cross-border terrorism. :

As a team rushed to Jammu to take stock of
the situation, the Union home minister said the - |
massacre appeared to be a deliberate design to
cleanse the Valley of minorities.

Mr Advani felt this was no random killing. Till
now, the militants had targeted the Hindus
and tried to see that the Valley was cleansed of
them. “Now the objective seems to be to see that
the Sikhs also begin the process of migration,” he
said.

The home ministry admits it was no coinci-
dence that the attack came hours before Mr
Clinton commenced his official visit to India.
“The idea was obviously to draw his attention to
the Kashmir issue,” an official said.

But there is a feeling that the militants might
have gone a bit too far this time and officials are
pointing to the sharp reaction from the US
President this morning.

THE STATESMAN
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“BSF camp
storm ip\-
Srinagart;, .

TWO - MILITANTS armed |with
sophistig yons storméd a“
Border 'gecuﬁ%orce camp at
Chhanpora in uptown Srinagar this
evening.

The militants, suspected to be
members of a suicide squad,
opened heavy fire and exploded
grenades around 6 pm while forc-
ing their entry into a small-scale
industrial corporation building
housing BSF troops, official
sources said.

Additional troops from nearby

camps have been alerted and fur-
ther details are awaited. The
troops cordoned off the building
from outside but the casualties, if
any, were not known yet, the
sources added.
10 policemen hurt: At least 10
police personnel, including two
officers, were injured as militants
attacked a police station with rock-
ets and grenades and blew up a
police vehicle with a landmine in
the Kashmir Valley today.

The militants, equipped with
rockets and other sophisticated
weapons, attacked Pattan police
station, 27 km from Jammu, on the
Srinagar-Baramulla national high-
way at 2 am. The shootout resulted
in fire in a nearby house which
spread to adjoining houses and
shops. PTI, Srinagar
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isdifficult to avoid the conclusion

that the massacres in Kashmir

were designed to bring the Kash-

ir issue centrestage during Presi-

dent Clinton’s visit. I dare say he will

hear a great deal of it during his brief

halt in Islamabad. This, therefore, is a

good occasion to cut through the fluff

and state the two respective cases on
Kashmir as plainly as possible.

Pakistan’s case is straightforward:
we are an Islamic state; the majority in
the Kashmir valley are Muslims. There-
fore, that piece of real estate should be
with usand notwith India.

Well, this pan-Islamic link sounds
wonderful but let us not forget that
Bangladesh was once East Pakistan.
The Pakistan army cracked dewn so
hardon their fellow Muslims in the East
that the hapless Bengali Muslims
sought Indian intervention to create the
independent state of Bangladesh. The
atrocities committed by the Muslim
Pakistan army on'the Muslims of what
is now Bangladesh would compare
more with Bosnia than what has been
happening in Kashmir this past decade.
As an Indian Muslim journatlist, I have
covered the Bangladesh war, terrorism
(and insurgengy) in Kashmir and the
conflict in former Yugoslavia. SoThave a
fairidea of what 1 am talking about.

No, no, no, the Pakistanis start sta-
mping their feet. Pakistan came into be-
ingon the basis of the two-nation theory
— that is, Hindus and Muslims consti-
tute two separate nations. Bangladesh
was geographically distant from Pak-
istan,sowe swallowed that bitter pill, But
Kashmir is contiguous with us and until
we have Kashmir, the conditions of the
two-nation theory, on the basis of which
we exist, will not have been complied
with. There will remain a question mark
on the very basis on which we exist. It is
important that President Clinton grasp
this Pakistani logic. Otherwise his pre-
scriptions will not target the disease.

Surely, there isa flaw in this Muslim-

- plus-contiguous logic. Afghanistan is

_ness about Kashmir’s

conuguo with Pakistan and in Afgh-
anistan one Muslim tribe has been
killing another. Contiguous with Afgh-
anistan is Tajikistan, another theatre for
bloodshed until the other day. Tajikistan
is contiguous with the Farghana Valley

- where the three Central Asian Re-

publics meet. In fact, beyond the Indo-
Pak border right upto Morocco in the
Maghreb is an unbroken chain of Mus-
lim states and an equally consistent
chain of disputes. Against
this backdrop, this busi-

contiguity with Pakistan
isnotclinchinglogic.
Butyouarebeingab-
surd, the Pakistanis will
say. We talk of Kashmir's
contiguity with Pakistan
in a certain context, in
the context of the two-
nationtheory, thatby the

:The truth about Kashmir

would have to disappear into thin air.

%Xﬁb \_

across the border

multiethnic, multireligious nation.

Of course, there are all manners of

. Inother words, Pakistan’s insecuri- difficulties. There was the horrible Ba-

ties would not end even if Kashmir
were handed to it on a platter. Indeed,
these insecurities would grow because,
with Kashmir out of the way, Pakistan
would have to invent another issue to
keep up the confrontation with India,
tokeepalive in perpetuity the idea that
Hindus and Muslims form two nations.
Probe a little bit and you will find that
authors of the Pakistani
state realise this fact.
This is why I have al-
ways maintained that Pa-
kistan is not interested in
Kashmir, it is interested
inthe Kashmirissue. The
issue comes in handy for
many purposes. It keeps :
the army focussed. It en-
ables politicians to make
the rhetoric on the issue

If Kashmir were placed in the balance of the
two-nation theory, by what logic are we going-
to incorporate India’s 140 million Muslims in

our agenda for the future?

logicof this theory Kashmir should have
been a part of Pakistan and since it isnot,
we consider the Kashmir issue the unfin-
ished business of Partition,

But, supposing, by some miracle,
Kashmir was to become a part of Pak-
istan, howwouldthat complete the “un
finished business of Partition”? By Pak-
istani logic, the two-nation theory
(Pakistan’s basis) implies that Hindus
and Muslims form two nations. Even if
Kashmir were part of Pakistan, there
wouldstill be 140 million Muslims in In-
dia, 20 million more than the total pop-
ulation of Pakistan. For the two-nation
theory tostand, the way Pakistan would
have it stand, these 140 million Indian
Muslims, the world’s second largest
Muslim population after Indonesia,

in direct proportion to the difficulties
they have with their political opposi-
tion. It gives Pakistan the opportunity
to raise it (the issue) in the Organisa-
tion of Islamic Conference to reaffirm
its credentials as an Islamic country.
The specific circumstances of its birth
are an essential component of its na-
tional memory. They are essential for
Pakistan'’s self-definition.

‘The whole project runs into serious
difficulties because there are on the
other side, in India, those 140 million
Muslims. These 140 million Muslims

are struggling, failing, succeeding, riot-
ing, coping with prejudice, generating

prejudice, just like everybody else in this
gigantic social ‘experiment, history’s
largest effort at weldmg amultilingual, -

bri Masjid episode: There remains the
total political mismanagement of Kash-
mir leading to police excesses. But are
we to discard the secular, democratic
experiment tostabilise a theocracy?

Where else in the world dowe have

abillion people work out their salvation
through a ballot box from day one of
their independence and succeed? Just
pull out from your pocket any Indian
currency note. You will find the de-
nomination written in 17 different lan-

guages, many of these languages hav-

ing literatures predating Christ by

centuries. I have always found our cur-

rency note the most tangible symbol of
ourcomplexity. President Clintondur-
ing his statements in India and Secre-
tary of State Madeleine Albright in her
memorable address to Asia Society in
Washington have demonstrated a re-
freshingly total comprehension of the
Indian complexity.

- This exquisite complexity would be
derailed if Kashmir’s status were to be
altered on the basis of the Pakistani the-
sis. If Kashmir were placed in the bal-
ance of the two-nation theory, by what
logic are we going to incorporate India’s
140 million Muslims in our agenda for
the future? One shudders at the tho-
ughtofwhat might happen.

But must Kashmiri Muslims suffer
indefinitely for the success of India’s
secular experiment? The answer is a
resounding no. They must not suffer
any longer. The material and moral
support that Pakistan gives to militancy
in Kashmir must stop. On our side the
Prime Minister should have the mag-
nanimity to be able to communicate to
our people in Kashmir the govemn-
ment’s sense of shame at the excessds
that have been committed by the sééu-
rity force in the course of quelling mili-
tancy. The management of Kashmir

- must be placed in more humane and
“competent hands.
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_Breakthrough ¢laimed

in Kashmir

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 24. With the ar-
rest of a local youth, the Govern-
ment today claimed a ‘‘major
breakthrough” in Monday’s mas-
sacre of 35 Sikhs in Kashmir and
said that the trail led to the Pakis-
tan- backed Lashkar-e-Taiba and
Hizbul Mujahideen.

At a hurriedly-called press con-
ference here this evening, the
Union Home Secretary, Mr. Ka-
mal Pande, announced the arrest
of Mohd Yagoob Wagey, a 24-
year-old resident of Chitti Singh-
pora, and said he had confessed
that he had “participated in the
carnage.”” The massacre, accord-
ing to Yaqoob, was carried out by
a 17-member terrorist group pre-
dominantly comprising foreign
mercenaries and armed with one
Light Machine Gun (LMG) and 16
AK 47 rifles.

Mr. Pande said that Wagey,
who ran a medical store before he
signed up with the militants a
year ago, told the police during
his interrogation that the group
responsible for the March 20 mas-
sacre was jointly led by Abu Ma-
haj of the Laskhar and Saifullah of
the Mujahideen. According to
Wagey, they claimed to have “or-
ders” to kill the Sikhs of the Chitti
Singhpora. " terrorists, who

§ 25/3

sacre

wore army uniforms, pretended
that they were conducting a raid.

Earlier, the terrorists divided
themselves into two groups and
while one went to Akalipora Mo-
halla, the other which included
Wagey descended on Shokeenpo-
ra Mohalla. Subsequently the
male Sikhs were called out from
their houses and while 18 were
killed on the spot in Akalipora, 16
were shot dead in Shokeenpora.
One died later of bullet wounds.

Mr. Pande said that Laskhar
had been responsible for most of
the “heinous terrorist outrages”
in Kashmir in the recent past. The
Mujahideen had five local mili-
tants in the group. Wagey who
has been remanded to police cus-
tody is reported to have given
some significant leads, but the
Home Secretary said he would
not like to give details until in-
vestigations were completed.

Mr. Pande denied intelligence
failure but when presspersons
persisted he acknowledged that
intelligence agencies had their
own “constraints.” Asked why the
militants targetted the Sikhs, con-
sidering that so far they had been
left alone, he said may be because
they were “soft” targets.

In reply to another question he
agreed that it could be a part of
“ethnic cleansing.”

THE HINDU
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NEW DELHI, March 24. —
The massacre of 36 Sikhs at
Chatti Singhpora was carried
out by 17 Lashkar-e-Taiyaba
and Hizbul Mujahideen mili-
tants, a man who had accompa-
nied the killers has told police.

“A good number of them were
foreigners. They included
Afghans and mercenaries who
had come from across the bor-
der,” the Union Home Secre-
tary, Mr Kamal Pande, said
here today.

Mohammed Yaqoob Wagay
(24) was arrested by the Jammu
and Kashmir police yesterday.
He had “participated in the car-
nage” on the night of 20 March,
Mr Pande told reporters. The
militants were jointly led by
Abu Mahaj of Lashker-e-
Taiyaba and Saifullah of Hizbul
Mujahideen, Yaqoob told police.

Yaqoob, a well-known figure in
the village who owned a shop
before becoming a militant,
accompanied the ultras when
they entered the village, segre-
gated the men and shot them,
the home secretary said, quot-
ing information received from
the Jammu and Kashmir police.

Declining to say whether any
other local had been part of the
group, Mr Pande maintained
“investigations are underway”.
Preliminary investigations
have, however, revealed that
some of the militants had visit-
ed the village earlier, with
Yaqoob providing them food
and organising logistic support.

Asked whether the massacre
could be termed as ethnic
cleansing, he said: “It could be
the beginning of that... we have
to prevent it.”

A Sikh activist at a demonstration
against the Chatti Sighpura carnage
in New Delhi on Friday . — APIPTI

The band of 17 militants — 12
from Lashkar-e-Taiyaba and
five from Hizbul Mujahideen —
split into two groups and called
the males out of their houses.
They were told that it was an
Army crackdown. Some of the
militants were dressed in Army
fatigues, Mr Pande said.

One group shot dead 16 at
Shokeenpora Mohalla while the
other killed 18 at Akalipora.
One person died while being
taken to hospital. Yagoob, now
in judicial custody, told police
the militants were armed with
one LMG and 16 AK-47 rifles.

While maintaining that this
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ashkar & Hizbul
assacre’

was not a case of Intelligence
failure, Mr Pande confirmed a
wireless intercept suggesting
that the militants were about
to strike. “But we did not
have specific information that
the militants were going to
strike at Chatti Singhpora,” he
said.

On steps taken after the mas-
sacre, the home secretary said
the residents of Sikh villages
had been advised to organise
village defence committees and
they would be given arms and
other assistance.

He admitted to the absence of
an elaborate security ring
around Sikh villages but addéd
that “here, the people were con-
fident. They did not think they
needed security”.

The Prime Minister today
assured a Congress delegation
that a high-power body will be
set up immediateély to probe
into the massacre.

_ The delegation, comprising Dr
Manmohan Singh, Dr Balram
Jakhar, Mrs Ambika Soni,
Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad and
Mr Ahmed Patel, which visited
Chatti Singhpur yesterday,
today met the Prime Minister.
BJP stand: The BJP general
secretary, Mr M Venkaiah
Naidu, today said the demand
for imposition of President’s
rule in Jammu and Kashmir in
the wake of Anantnag mas-
sacre was not “appropriate”.
Mann alleges conspiracy:
The Akali Dal (Mann) presi-
dent, Mr Simaranjit Singh
Mann, today described the
massacre of Sikhs as a deep-
rooted conspiracy against the
community, aimed at creating
communal clashes, adds SNS
from Jammu. /
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/ﬁQrkat’\s dream is to take Kashmir,
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RAWAMNPINDI: Tucked within a
maze of Barrow streets, guarded by
a lone sentry huddled over a gas
burner, is a whitewashed, two-room
concrete building, whose tenants
the U.S. sorely wants evicted. This is
the headquarters of Harkat-ul-Mu-
jahedeen, a band of Muslim mili-
tants the U.S. considers an interna-
| tional terrorist organization and re-
| peatedly pressures Pakistan to ex-
{pel from its territory.

1 “We are not terrorists. We are
mujahedeen,” or holy warriors, in-
ists the group’s leader, Fazal-ur
ehman Khalil. Wrapped in a
rown shawl, sitting cross-legged
n a carpeted floor and stroking his
kempt black beard, Khalil says
Pakistani warriors “fight only in
shmir. It is a great injustice to us
that America has declared us a ter-
rorist organization.”

“Terrorist acts against civilians is
against Islam,” he says. “We don’t
believe in killing innocent civilians,
in hijacking and explosions.”

The goal of Harkat-ul-Muja-

hedeen, he says, is simple: To wrest
from Hindu-majority India its part
of Kashmir, which is dominated by
Muslims, and merge it with Islamic
Pakistan. If that takes a holy war
with India, he says, so be it. Last
week, as U.S. President Bill Clinton
prepared for his weeklong visit to
South Asia, senior Pakistani officials
again rebuffed U.S. appeals to crack
down on militant Islamic groups.
Two months ago, U.S. assistant
secretary of state Karl Inderfurth
pressed Pakistan’s military leader,
General Pervez Musharraf, to close
Harkat-ul-Mujahedeen’s  head-
quarters. Mr Musharraf refused to
make promises. The U.S. accuses
the group and Al Qaida, the
Afghanistan-based group of Saudi
exile Osama bin Laden, of staging
terrorist attacks against U.S. inter-
ests. Washington believes Harkat-
ul-Mujahedeen had links to last
December’s hijacking of an Indian
Airlines plane. Pakistan, in resisting
U.S. demands, maintains that Islam-
ic militants are freedom fighters,

pose Afghanistan-like system

not terrorists, and that as long as the
Kashmir conflict festers, the groups
will feel compelled to carry out a ji-
had, or religious war.

If Kashmir is ever united under
Pakistani control, Khalil envisions
the former princely state governed
under a pure Islamic system similar
to neighbouring Afghanistan’s. “We
have a desire that our religion should
be implemented and enforced,”
Khalil says. “And why shouldn’t
we?” asks Khalil. His group and oth-
ers like it, including Al Qaida, believe
that the U.S. was afraid of pure Is-
lamic systems and had decided that
the groups and nations that es-
poused them were its enemies.

Harkat-ul-Mujahedeen, once ac-
knowledged that its holy warriors,
all Pakistanis or Kashmiris, trained
in Afghanistan, but now says that
the only training given in
Afghanistan was religious school-
ing. But at Rishkore, outside the
Afghan capital of Kabul, reporters
have seen scores of Pakistanis
training with light weapons. (ar) -
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SRINAGAR: Five\ top foreign
mercenaries, suspected to be
involved in the massacre of 35 '
Sikhs in Kashmir Valley early this
week, were on Saturday killed in a
gun battle with security forces at
Panchaltran, 82 km from here, a
defence ministry spokesman said.

All the militants were in combat
uniform and involved in the
March 20 night massacre at
Chattisinghpura village, 70 km
from here, 6Anantnag district, he
said.

N
He said five rifles, tvzoéﬂréless
sets and five grenades were recov-
ered from the militants’ hideout
which was blasted by the security
forces.

Police did not rule out the
possibility of more militants
being involved in the encounter
as the operation was still continu-
ing. (P1)
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Fight Pakas
abohsh Art. 37

p ASHMIR IS bleeding.
Ditto India. The All-Party
Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) says that one
ecurity personnel dies for
every seven militants killed in military
opetations. This might be an exaggera-
tiod, but there’s no denying the mas-
sivg loss of lives — civilian and military
and mounting expenditure for
sgcuring the Valley.

ut this hasn’t dwindled the tribe of
those who want to maintain the status
uo. Nor has the subtle attempfs of US
esident Bill Clinton to nudge India
nto talks with Pakistan and militants
ebbed their passion for action. The
group’s answer is typical: “More men
die in road accidents in Delhi than of
militancy in the Valley.” (Former
bureaucrats, ministers, policy-makers
and academics constitute its core.)

Their reason for continuing the proxy
war with Pakistan (“as long as it
wants”) stems from the perception that
Kashmir is essentially an Indo-Pak
problem. Kargil, they say, reversed the
Lahore process and consequently the
low tide of militancy in the Valley, cul-
minating in the shooting of 35 Sikhs in
Chatisinghpora village, Anantnag dis-
trict, last week.

A former bureaucrat, involved in
track II (non-official) talks, favours
the military option because, to begin
with, there’s no one to talk to. “You
can’t talk to militants,” he says. “We
can only talk to the elected represen-
tatives of Kashmiris. Let the Hurriyat
narticinate in elections. then we’ll

Pakistan — and the problem will
resolve itself.
Another track II participant

reminds that the separatist strand in
Kashmir politics has existed since
1947, but it was Pakistan’s interven-
tion in 1989 which turned the Valley
bloody. He says Pak-sponsored ter-
rorism can only be countered through
equal or greater force — and not par-
leys.

This group says that the recent
expose on the unwritten part of the
Simla  Agreement, hammered
between then Pakistan President ZA
Bhutto and India’s Indira Gandhi,
only buttresses its status quo argu-
ment. Former bureaucrat PN Dhar,
who was actively involved in the
Simla conference in 1972, argues in
his recently published book, Indira
Gandhi, The Emergency, And Indian
Democracy that the Kashmir problem
would have been resolved had the let-
ter and spirit of the Simla Agreement
been implemented.

Dhar writes, “Bhutto agreed not
only to change the cease-fire line into
a line of control, for which he had
earlier proposed the term ‘line of
peace’, he also agreed that the line
would be gradually endowed with the

/Fhe mi

HE CONVERSION of the Line
of Control (LoC) into an inter-
national border and grant of real
or greater autonomy still seem .
to be the only realistic and last-

‘characteristics of an international
border’ (his words).”

Dhar says the transition was to take
place thus: “After the resumption of
traffic between India and Pakistan
across the international border had
gained momentum, the movement of
traffic would be -allowed at specified
points across the line of control. At
these points of entry, immigration
control and customs clearance offices
would be established. Furthermore,
Pakistan-occupied "
Kashmir would
be incorporated
into Pakistan....

India would

make proforma protests
in a low key.” (In
1974, when Bhutto
made POK a
province of
Pakistan, India’s
protest wag low
key.)

Underlying it,
obviously, was the
assumption that the
gradual use of the line of con-
trol as the de facto border would
reconcile people to its permanence.
Dhar writes, “When Mrs Gandhi,
after recounting their points of agree-
ment, finally asked Bhutto: ‘Is this
the understanding on which we will
proceed?’ He replied, ‘Absolutely...”

Dhar’s memoir is now cited
against doing a deal with
Pakistan. The argument is that
Pakistan can only betray India
because its elite survives on the
rhetoric of annexing Kashmir.
Says a policy-makgr, “The eth-
nic strife in Pakistan can be
papered over only through an
external enemy. The cause of the
enmity, Kashmir, has to be kept
alive for the ruling elite’s self-per-

Kashmir problem would under-
mine the very idea of Pakistan
(the two nation theory).”

The status quoists also say that
since the people of Kashmir had
accepted their inalienable unifica-
tion with India in 1977, any option
other than the military one is meaning-
less. Dhar is again cited for this pur-
pose. The former bureaucrat writes,
“The accord with Sheikh Abdullah was
reached towards the end of 1974 and
he took office as chief minister in
January 1975... The essence of the
accord was acceptance of the finality of
the state’s accession to India and a for-
tification of the special status of the
state as enshrined in Article 370. The
Sheikh’s colleague, Afzal Beg, protag-
onist of the Plebiscite Front (later con-
verted into the National Conference),
declared, as expected, that the Indira-
Abdullah accord had rendered the
demand for plebiscite irrelevant — a
stand which was endorsed by an over-
whelming majority in the elections of
1977, universally recognised as the
most free and fair elections ever held
in that state.”

Sheikh Abdullah’s letter to Indira
Gandhi dated 24 May 1976 is conclu-
sive that the political context in which

he sought plebiscite had changed. He
wrote, “..a realistic settlement with
Pakistan in regard to J&K will ulti-
mately have to be found on the basis of
a permanent border running roughly
along the present LoC.”

Strategic analysts — and not just
Bharatiya Janata Party hardliners —
also advocate the abrogation of Article
370, arguing that Kashmir’s special sta-
tus only keeps the historic dispute

o,

open. They say this is neces-

sary as half-hearted attempts

in the past to change the demographic
profile of the Valley failed.

Bhuvanesh Chaturvedi, who handled
J&K as a minister in the Prime
Minister's Office in the Nineties, says
the Narasimha Rao government had
planned fo encourage students from
the Valley to travel to other states for
higher ,education. Also, the govern-
ment had sought to establish big indus-
tries in the Valley to facilitate migra-
tion from outside. This labour force, it
was thought, could have settled there
without buying land. The plan, howev-
er, failed to take off.

Independence for
the Valley

[ OPTION IL |

EARS OF bloodshed, destruction,

and Kargil haven’t dissuaded the
various separatist Kashmiri groups
from relinquishing their avowed
goal of freedom, or azadi. True, the
bulk of terrorists operating in the Valley are
foreign mercenaries, but even they can’t
operate without the guidance and sup-
port of the local population.
Indeed, alienation of the
Valley people is at the crux of
the Kashmir problem.
It’s this what has ren-
dered Pakistan’s
support to ter-
rorists so men-

acing in the last 10 years. Earlier,
Pakistan’s insidious designs in the
Valley — the infiltration of Pakistan

raiders in 1947 and during the ‘65 war —
couldn’t succeed because the agenda of inde-
pendence, or joining Pakistan, was supported
by only a minuscule section in the Valley.

The demand for self-determination gathered
substantial momentum following the arrest of
National Conference leader Sheikh Abdullah
in 1953. But the ‘lion of Kashmir’ was ultimate-
ly won over by Indira Gandhi through the 1974
accord. It had then seemed that peace had a
chance in the Valley.

But what ultimately tilted the scalc against the
Centre was the 1987 assembly clection. The
electoral alliance between the Congress and
the National Conference (NC) altowed a clutch
of incipient outfits under the umbrella of the
Muslim United Front (MUF) to occupy the

anti-Delhi political space in the Valley. So ner-
vous were Congrees and NC leaders that they
blatantly rigged the assembly poll through
strongarm tactics, much to the horror of voung

MUF activists. They were to eventually become

recruits of the terrorist movement in Kashmir.

It was this that, once again, gave a fillip to the
demand of plebiscite. And obviously, as it is
true of all such conflicts, the contesting groups
took recourse to history. Abdul Gani Lone,
executive council member of the Hurriyat, an
umbrella organisation of 23 pro-independence
parties, says his assertion of self-determination
(and independence) is only a reiteration of the
undertaking Jawaharlal Nehru had given to
Kashmiris when the state acceded to India.

There were several other strands to this
promise. Says Lone, “The central government
was to only control defense, external affairs and
communications. The Delhi Agreement of
1952 between J&K Prime Minister Sheikh
Abdullah and- Indian Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru reiterated the special status
of J&K through Axticle 370.

It also allowed the state two flags — the
Union’s and a separate one for the state — the
institutions of Sadr-i-Riyasat (goevrnor) and
prime minister, and a separate constitution.”

Claiming that Nehru committed the mistake
of not evicting the Pakistani raiders from the
entire state of Jammu and Kashmir, PR Chari
of the Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies
says, “Nehru's historic mistake was compound-
ed by successive Congress governments treat-
ing the state like a colony.”

But Dethi bad its own perception of the
plebiscite issue, refusing to conduct it as long as
Pakistan did not withdraw from those areas of
Kashmir which it had forcibly occupied. But

INDIA CAN’T/SJI’:IY AWAY FROM RESOLVING THE KASHMIR PROBLEM ANY LONGER. RAJESH RAMACHANDRAN ON THREE POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Lone argues, “Why should Kashmiris suffer for
Pakistan’s wrong doing?”

Others also think that Delhi shouldn’t treat
the Kashmir problem the way it tackled mili-
tancy in Punjab. Says Dr Stephen P Cohen of
The Brookings Institution, Washington,
«Kashmir is not like Punjab where an essential-
ly patriotic population had been alienated, and
which did not have strong ties across the bor-
der.” In other words, as long as Kashmir
remains a bilateral dispute between India and
Pakistan, the Hurriyat will find legitimacy for
its separatist movement.

Lone, however, says the Kashmir imbroglio
can be resolved through tripartite negotiations
involving India, Pakistan and Kashmiris.
“Currently,” says Lone, “India and Pakistan only
agree on one thing — that Kashmiris should be
denied a role in the negotiating process,”

With US President Bill Clinton expressing his
willingngss to mediate in Kashmir if India so
desires, the separatists demand for such a
process has gathered momentum. Says Michael
Krepon of Stimson Centre, Washington, “I
hope India gains the wisdom to make good use
of the help of others in dealing with this prob-

lem. A go-it-alone approach does not seem to
be working.” ’

The mediation proposal received a fur-

ther boost with reports that

Washington-based Hurriyat lobbyists
had met Clinton before he embarked
on his subcontinent tour and request-
ed him to propose the name of Nelson

Mandela for coordinating and oversee-
ing the talks between India, Pakistan and
Kashmiris.
The Hurriyat is dismissive about the

autonomy package that the committee

instituted by Kashmir chief minister Farooq

Abdullah had proposed. Says Lone,
“Autonomy is no issue. It was retained by
Hari Singh during the accession and elaborated
upon in Art 370. The institutions of Sadr-i-
Riyasat (governor) and Prime Minister were
scrapped by the state legislature through the
1964 amendment of the J&K constitution. But
if Abdullah was serious about autonomy, he
could bave reclaimed all the powers by

annulling the ‘64 amendments to the state con-
stitution in the first sitting of the assembly, and
then waited for the Centre to respond.”

The Hurriyat's refusal to accept anything
other than independence has seen different
groups propose ditferent formulae — including
a division of Kashmir on communal lines and
the Kashmir Study Group’s proposal of granti-
ng sovereignty to Kashmir without it acquiring
an international personality.

Western commentators feel the sovereignty
issue needs to be examined further. Explains
Cohen, “Can there be a divided or shared sov-
ereignty that would satisfy Indian concerns,
and yet meet legitimate Pakistani and
Kashmiri concerns about the treatment and
protection of Kashmiris? I believe that by
focussing on specifics, such as reducing-the
level of violeuce and pain inflicted on
Kashmiris, whether from the Jehadists, or
from the Indian military/paramilitary, and
then resuming discussions, with outside pow-
ers as facilitators, this problem can: be
addressed slowly but successfully. In ‘the
absence of such a multi-track approach,
Pakistan cannot win, India cannot lose; the
Kashmiris — whether Muslims, Pundits, or
Sikhs — cannot survive.”

The Hurriyat is not willing to reveal its card,
claiming that decisions can be taken only when
the position of each party is gauged through
negotiations.

ddle path: Grant autonomy, and live in peace

ning the freedom option.
Since Muslims constitute only
65 per cent of the J&K popu-
lation, a partition on religious
lines will give rise to four new
entities — a Muslim Valley,
Hindu Jammu, Buddhist
Ladakh, and Shia Kargil. In

Autonomy

two autonomy committees.
Though mired in controver-
sy, these were perceived as
the Central government’s
trial balloons to gauge the
public mood. The State
Committee,
which dealt with Centre-

devolving power to other regions.

Indeed, the autonomy committees indi-
cate a change in India’s thinking, also per-
ceptible from the fact that non-official
interlocutors have been talking to the
Hurriyat about a possible return to the
democratic process. Sources says there’s a
possibility of the Hurriyat participating in

ing solution for the strife-torn state. For the
Union government, this option is attractive
because it allows for an arrangement within
the framework of the Constitution.

In many ways, this option represents the
middle path that neither the status quoists
nor the proponents of azadi want to tread.
The former wants the Centre to intensify
its counter-insurgency operations, and
wear down its opponents. But this military
option will allow the political problem to
fester. Also, prolonged bloodshed can only
alienate the Kashmiris further.

Stephen Cohen of The Brookings
Institution, Washington, cautions, “This
(BIP’s military option of recapturing PoK)
is feasible only if India wants to run the
risk of a nuclear war with Pakistan and is
willing to sit on Kashmir (and Kashmiris)
like a brutal occupying force.”

Similarly, freedom is a no-no because the
country can’t afford yet another partition
on religious lines. Says Amitabh Mattoo of
Jawaharlal Nehru University, “A free
Kashmir will have a domino effect all over
South Asia, Moreover, Kashmir is the very
symbol of the idea of India — a secular,
pluralistic society where people of various
ethnicities live together and govern them-
selves through a democratic process.” The
freedom option, it is also feared, will ren-
der the Muslim population in other parts
of India particularly vulnerable.

There are other complexities underpin-

fact, most other new propos-
als, like the one mooted by the
Kashmir Study Group, seck to
divide the state on communal
lines - and not Kashmiriyat (or
Kashmir-ness).

Veteran Kashmir ‘expert
Balraj Puri, therefore, says
that such proposals under-
mine the secular Kashmiri
and other ethnic (Gujjar, for
instance) identities. This is
because these proposals seek
to merge districts and tehsils
in the name of Islam instead
of K shmiriyat. Puri feels this
will render India susceptible
to a more fundamentalist
brand of Islam.

There are other reasons to
tread the middle path. For
one, India has to secure its
periphery from Pakistan. This
18 important because India,
unlike what Israel did in its

The gieing families of Chattisinghpora: Kashmir continues to bleed

state relations, sought pre-
1953 status for Kashmir,
replete with the institutions
of Sadr-i-riyasat and Prime
Minister, two flags, and for
limiting the jurisdiction of
the Supreme Court and the
Comptroller and Auditor
General. The Committee’s
report, after it was adopted
by the state assembly, is now
with the Centre. An inter-
ministerial committee of the
Union Cabinet is expected to
look into its proposals.

Critics agree that some of
these proposal might assuage
the hurt sentiments of the
people, but claim that a curb
on the powers and jurisdic-
tions of the Supreme court
and CAG could give unbri-
dled power to the executive
in Srinagar.

The second committee, or

Arab-dominated territory,
has not changed the demog-
raphy of areas bordering Pakistan. On the
other hand, Pakistan has transformed the
demographic profile of POK — it’s now
dominated by Punjabis. Peace, therefore,
is now India’s strategic compulsion.
There’s also this paranoia in the West
that the Kashmir dispute could lead to a

nuclear conflict between India and
Pakistan. A solution could address this
fear immensely.

Those who support the middle path feel
that it is futile and foolish to ignore the
Valley’s aspirations — the promise of
plebiscite, for instance — and its historv of

special status. “Autonomy,” explains
Amitabh Mattoo, “is the only and final
card India holds. But we don’t know how
and when to use it. Or whom to grant
autonomy chief minister Farooq
Abdullah or the Hurriyat.”

Farooq Abdullah himself had appointed

the Regional Autonomy
Committee, divided the state
into eight regions, instead of the existing
three — Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh. This,
observers say, is not acceptable because the
division is on communal lines, and is aimed
at retaining the highly centralised pattern
that already exists in the state. Critics says
this militates against the avowed need of

the panchayat elections in June, especially
as such local body elections do not require
anyone to swear by the Constitutio
anathema to the Hurriyat.

Cohen, however, thinks that the autdno-
my issue is inherently flawed. “It cannot be
achieved without Pakistan’s cooperation,
for an autonomous Kashmir can then be
infiltrated by Pakistan-based Jehadists,”
he says.

Critics say Indira Gandhi tried to imple-
ment all these proposals — converting the
LoC into an international border, move-
ment of people, goods and service across a
‘soft border, and reaching a settlement
with people’s representatives — but peace
still eluded the country. What’s the guar-
antee that it will succeed this year?

Puri thinks the proposal for autonomy
can succeed only if it is doublefold: “There
should be autonofy to the state.
Simultaneously, the state should devolve
powers to the district, block and panchayat
levels. When the pluralistic ethos of
diverse ethnicities is retained and strength-
ened by empowering the people directly
(instead of parties), the situation would
surely improve and bolster India’s stand
that Kashmir is an internal issue.”

Indeed, the only war worth winning for
India is in the hearts and minds of those
who inhabit the Valley. This is also the best
way of countering Pakistan’s design, bereft
as 1t will then be of local support.



Even as Bill Clinton spoke words of reason in New Delhi, Chattisinghpora was cremating its dead. Thirty-five Sikh villagers in Kashmir’s Anantnag district were gunned down to
send a message to the U.S. President and to the world that they had better do something about Kashmir. Clinton’s reply was equally unequivocal: Acts of terrorism will not force
the U.S.to mediate, he warned the killers and their mentors across the border.

By Ramindar Singh

OSE who shot 35 unarmed
Kashmiri Sikhs down in cold
blood near Anantnag on the
ight of March 20 had probably
hoped that the killing would pitch-
fork Kashmir to the top of visiting
U.S. President Bill Clinton’s agenda
and strengthen the case for interna-
tional mediation. They were sadly
. mistaken. Clinton doused this hope
with his first official comment. After
advocating the need for a dialogue
between India and Pakistan, Clin-
ton turned towards his host and said
he agreed with Atal Behari Vajpay-
ee that it was difficult to talk as long
as such violence continued.

That was only the first sign that
the Clinton visit to South Asia
would not go well for Pakistan. If
one views the Clinton visit purely
through the prism of Kashmir, the
American President used every op-
portunity to point out, in an ex-
tremely cultured, reasoned manner,
that Pakistan had been behaving
badly. In impromptu remarks, pre-
pared speeches and an interview,
Clinton rapped Pakistan on the
knuckles for violating the Line of
Control, for supporting those per-
petrating violence in Kashmir and
for turning its back on democracy.
All this added up to a grudging but
clear acceptance of India’s charge
that Pakistan was fomenting insur-
gency and violence in the Valley.

Prime Minister Vajpayee should
be smiling broadly. Clinton came.
He saw. He concurred. And as the
United States President heads
home after spending a week in the
sub-continent, the government
should be happy that the dreaded
intervention on the matter of Kash-
mir ended positively for India.

Sure, Clinton lectured us, too, for
instance about the need for dia-
logue which he said was the essence
of democracy. Isn’t it? Sure, he chid-
ed us for strutting our nuclear
machismo. There are many in this
country, too, who believe we are do-
ing just that. But as the leader of a
nation which has been down the nu-
clear road, Clinton was saying, ‘“‘Be-
lieve me, this nuclear grandstanding

ernors of Jammu and Kashmir.

But his unhappiness over Pak-
istan’s actions was probably spurred
by the realisation that the Anantnag
massacre had been deliberately
staged to influence, even deflect his
agenda. So he told members of Par-
liament in New Delhi the next day,
“I share many of your government’s
concerns about the course that Pak-
istan is taking; your disappointment
that past overtures have not always
met with success; your outrage over
the recent violence. I know it is diffi-
cult to be a democracy bordered by
nations whose governments reject
democracy.”

He went even further in an inter-
view to ABC’s Peter Jennings when
he said he believed “there are ele-
ments within the Pakistani govern-
ment that have supported those en-
gaged in violence in Kashmir.” He
told Jennings, “I don’t think that this
is the way to deal with Kashmir and
I don’t think it’s a good enough rea-
son to drive, in effect, the whole ex-
istence, the whole policy of the Pak-
istan government.”

In other words, Clinton is telling
Pakistan: You are too hung up on
Kashmir. You are letting it domi-
nate your politics and your life. You
are risking everything. This is more
than what any American official
had said in the past, let alone a serv-
ing President. The hawkish secre-
tary of state Madeleine Albright
was quick to warn the media against.
interpreting these statements as a
shift in the U.S. policy on Kashmir.
But a shift it most definitely is. No
wonder Pakistan’s head of state
Rafiq Tarar responded predictably
the next day by repeating that
Kashmir was “crucial for Pakistan’s
survival”. This is exactly the kind of
obsessive approach that Clinton
had cautioned Pakistan against.

Tarar, interestingly, is viewed as
being close to the fundamentalist
lobby of jehadis, of which the Tal-
iban’is just one visible manifesta- '

tion. These jehadis, along with the
Inter-Services Intelligence (IST), of-
ten operate independently of the
power structure, in much the same
way as the army under Pervez
Musharraf operated as a rival pow-
er centre during Nawaz Sharif’s pre-
miership. The Anantnag Kkillings
could be a pre-emptive strike by the
jehadis to prevent General Mushar-
raf, who is privately known to be a
little allergic to the mullahs, from
giving in to Clinton’s blandish-
ments.

When Clinton spoke of elements
within the Pakistani government
helping the Kashmiri insurgents, he
may have been alluding to just this
kind of a cabal, an ISI-Taliban com-
bine operating independently of the
government. Wouldn’t it be poetic
justice if General Musharraf found
himself ensnared in the same kind '
of web he had spun for Sharif in
Kargil last summer?

Meanwhile, in the Valley, the at-
tempt to scare the Sikh community
into fleeing appears initially to be
succeeding. The Sikhs were targeted
for two reasons — one, because
they control a fair chunk of the
transport business on which the
economy of the Valley is depen-
dent. If the Sikh transporters leave
or suspend their business, the sup-
ply of essential commodities to the
Valley from Jammu would be badly
hit. In the first flush of protests, this
is just what has happened.

The second possible reason for the
attack was to incite Sikh soldiers in
the army and security forces to vent
their anger against local Muslims. It
was hoped that the resultant ten-

sion between the two communities

would create conditions for a Sikh
exodus similar to the Kashmiri Pan-
dit exodus some years ago. This has
fortunately not happened so far, but
many Sikh familiies fear they may
have to leave the Valley. If and
when they do, the ethnic cleansing
of the Valley would sadly be com-
plete, and the separatists would
have won another significant victo-
ry. Unless the government at the

- Centre and the state can do some-

thing to infuse the minorities in
Kashmir with a sense of security. B

. Do Kashmiri Sikhs need

Punjab commandos?

( jHANDIGARH: Send in our
commandos. Send in our ex-
servicemen. Abrogate Arti-

cle 370. Allow non-Kashmiris to

own land in Kashmir. Let the mi-

gration start — to Kashmir, not

from Kashmir...”

Outraged by the massacre of
Sikhs in the Valley’s Anantnag dis-
trict, dissident Akali leader Ravi In-
der Singh is demanding drastic so-
lutions to end the terrorist menace.
“Punjab can spare its trained com-

mandos and other officers who

DEPTHS OF DESPAI

have fought militancy to helpJ & K
in its efforts to combat terrorist vio-
lence. Ex-servicemen from Punjab
should be sent to help the locals de-
fend their villages,” says the former
assembly speaker. For a long-term
solution, he suggests the abrogation
of Article 370. “Soldiers from all
over the country die protecting ev-
ery inch of the territory inJ & K.
Yet, they are denied the right to
own land in the state.”

According to him, Punjab should
adopt a more proactive role and
persuade the Centre to pump in
more resources for fighting militan-
cy in J & K as Farooq Abduilah has
been getting “too little, too late”.

While the tragedy has certainly

struck a raw nerve in Sikh-dominat-

orrowful family membe

ed Punjab, the concerns of the rul-
ing Akali Dal, perceived as the cus-
todian of Sikh interests, go deeper.
More incidents of this kind could
well trigger a migration to neigh-
bouring Punjab. The Akali leader-
ship has stepped up pressure on the
Centre to ensure security to the
Sikhs living in the Valley. “The bat-
tle has to be fought at two levels,”
“says finance minister Kanwaljit
Singh. “One, reassure protection to
the Sikh minority in J & K, and,
two, counter attempts by certain

pro-militant groups in Punjab to
build up hysteria by alleging it to be
the handiwork of the some vigi-
lante groups.”

Those who fear it could be a “vig-
ilante act” include former Shiro-
mani Gurdwara Prabandhak Com-
mittee (SGPC) president Gurcha-
ran Singh Tohra, members of the
Punjab Human Rights Organisa-
tion, Mass Action against State Re-
pression and the Institute of Sikh
Studies.

At the political level, such a cam-
paign gives the anti-Badal forces an
opportunity to accuse the Centre —
and, by extension, the Akali-BJP
combine in Punjab — of not doing
enough to protect the Sikhs in the
Valley. But, as Kanwaljit Singh

ry over the body of one of the 35 Sikh men
slaughtered by militants in southern Kashmir on the eve of President Bill Clinton’s visit to India

is is just one of the solutions being propounded by the people of
Punjab who feel Kashmir is not well equipped to contain militancy.
Surinder Awasthi talks to Sikh leaders of neighbouring Punjab

points out, the role of the Punjab
government and the Akali Dal is
rather limited on this count. The
SGPC and the Akali Dal can
achieve more in terms of providing
assistance and emo#ional support
to the grief-stricken families.

While stressing’the need to “en-
sure better protection” to Sikhs, the
Akali leader concedes that this is
“easier said than done as the mili-
tants have the advantage in select-
ing the time, place and target”. The
job also gets tougher because the

Sikhs, comprising about 2.7 per cent
of J & K’s population, have no
pockets of concentration and are
dispersed all over the state.

“The unprotected villagers were
sitting ducks,” says former Pun-
jab police chief B. S. Danewalia.
“The J & K government and the
Sikhs there have woken up from
a false sense of security.” Why
did they assume that the “mili-
tants won’t touch them,” he asks.
On the contrary, he points out,
the militants are likely to regard
Sikhs as part of the “enemy”
since the state’s director-general
of police is a Sikh and so are
many of the security forces per-
sonnel engaged in anti-terrorist
operations in the Valley. ]

HATTISINGHPORA:
‘ “Yeh kafir to abhi tak zin-

da hai,” shouted the mili-
tant when he saw one of the vic-
tims moving. A spray of bullets
and the “kafir” was dead...

Five days after that black Holi,
the survivors continue to relive
the nightmare. Survivors like
Mohinder Singh, who lost 11
members of his family in the orgy
of terrorist violence, and Nanak
Singh, who lost his son in the car-
nage.

The Sunday Times examines the implications of Clinton’s remarks on Kashmir for India and Pakistan

‘Militants’ misdeeds
have misfired’

The Sikhs are safe in the Valley, chief minister
Farooq Abdullah tells Dwarika Prasad Sharma

Do you see the massacre of Sikhs in Anantnag district
as an isolated incident or is it a trend? Some Shias have |
expressed the fear that they might be the next target.
Some mischief-mongers are floating false stories |
_(about what might follow). It was an isolated inciden
which misfired since it left a deep impression in Clin- §

ton’s mind against terrorism.

Do you fear an exodus by Sikhs from the Valley? The
‘granthi’ of the Chhatisinghpora gurdwara has said that
Sikhs all over the Valley were feeling insecure and will

start migrating after the ‘antim ardas’ of those slain.

Where else will they be secure? Have they forgotten the mass killings of
1984 (that happened outside the Valley)? All the leaders have told them to
stay on and [ hope they would pay heed.

Do you see any marked change in the U.S. viewpoint on Kashmir during

Clinton’s India visit?

It is too early to say anything. But I see a major directional change, look-
ing at Clinton’s interview to ABC World News in which he said plebiscite
was a non-issue and that the sancity of the Line of Control should be
maintained. I hope his government and the governments that follow will
keep to this word and not vacillate in the future.

What has been your role in shaping this shift in U.S. policy?

I have always accepted India as my motherland and opposed the de-
mand for a plebiscite. I have been projecting the Indian stand at the UN,,
at forums like Asia Watch, at meetings with U.S. officials, Congressmen
and Senators. My discussions had dwelt on how Pakistan-exported terror-

ism was bleeding Jammu and Kashmir.

Does the emphasis on the sanctity of the Line of Control indicate that
the U.S. is moving towards accepting the LoC as a permanent border?

It points in that direction.

Clinton has said the Indians‘liave to find some way of talking to their
own Kashmiris about their legitimate grievances. What, in your opinion, is

the best way?

Once terrorism comes to an end and the various separatist organisa-
tions in the state give up the slogan of azadi or joining Pakistan, and begin
to see that their future lies in India, then talks will start. The best way they
can show their presence is to participate in elections.

Pervez Musharraf has said that the U.S. should play a role “in the back-
ground” over Kashmir since India has rejected mediation. ‘

The first condition is that Pakistan should stop trans-border terrorism,
then India will talk to it. For that, Pakistan does not need a third party.

Pakistani President Mohammed Rafiq Tarar has said Kashmir is crucial

to Pakistan’s survival. What do you feel?

I don’t think Kashmir is that important to Pakistan as it is to Indf’s secu-
lar traditions and ethos. Pakistan wants only the land and not thefeople.

The mili-
tants, they say,
were from the
neighbouring
villages. They
had visited the
village often in
the past and |
used to stay [
overnight. “We
had informed the deputy com-
missioner and the senior SP-a
dozen times about this. We had
also approached the local army

authorities for security,” recalls
an anguished Mukhi Singh. The
villagers also allege that there
had been no patrolling in the vil-

lage since January 25.
1 And even afier the mas-

i

sacre, personnel from the
army camp located in Ra-
nipura three km away,
reached the scene “only
eight hours later”.

Today, there is anger
and an overpowering
sense of betrayal. The
governor and chief minis-
ter were greeted by
protests and ministers’
cars were stoned. Slogans
rént the air as you enter
the village. “Khoon ka
badla khoon se lenge!”
“Chaalis ke badle chaalis
hazaar!” “Pakistan murd-
abad, Farooq Abdullah
d hai hai!”

Sikhs from all over the

state and Punjab are pouring in
daily to express solidarity with
the grieving families. Prakash
Singh Badal, G. S. Tohra, S. S.
Mann, Jathedar Puran Singh,
Manmohan Singh... And each is

being told that Sikhs living in 135
villages of the Valley will migrate
en masse after the bhog ceremo-
ny on Friday. “We will not stay
here for a day,” declares Giani
Rajinder Singh, the local priest,
while addressing a gathering at
the gurdwara.

Sikh leaders, on their part, are
making reassuring noises. “We
are with you and will support all
your decisions. But do not act in
haste,”” Badal told the villagers.

Chattisinghpora is considered
a prosperous village, inhabited
by government employees, trans-
port operators and owners of ap-
ple and almond orchards. The
Sikhs have lived here for genera-
tions, even before 1947. Today,

ANDS OF FRIENDSHIP: U.S.

| President Bill Clinton and Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee

| shake hands after signing the

Vision Statement’ in New Delhi

1 on Tuesday

Kashmir

NOW WHAT? A Sikh girl grieves after her father was gunned
down by Islamic militants in last week’s massacre In southern

| VALLEY OF TEARS: The wife and mother of a Chattisinghpora
massacre victim mourn the loss of their loved ofje )

the entire community is in
mourning and migration is a con-
tinuous refrain. Sikh shops and
factories in the Valley remain
closed; their transport business is
off the road; the employees are
not attending offices.

The village has now been heav-

“We did not leave in 1947.
 Must we leave now?’

This question stares at the survivors of the Anantnag massacre as
they prepare for an exodus from the Valley after the bhog
ceremony on Friday. Law Kumar Mishra reports

ily fortified by the army, Border
Security Force and the J & K po-
lice. Their faith in the state gov-
ernment utterly shaken, the vil-
lagers have rejected the proposal
to create village-level defenc
committees in Sikh-inhabited af-
eas. What they are seeking is :
assurance from the majori
community — the Kashmiri M#-
lims. “They are our custodia]
and guardians. They should co
out on the streets to condemn {
militants and help identify t
killers,” says a villager, Chanp
Singh Bali. ;
Unless that happens, and that]
big if’, the year 2000 may see:
other exodus from the Valle
tears. Villager Joginder Sing
bitterly aware that this is ex:
what the militants want. “Wi
not leave in\1947, must we |
now?”
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Militants hole

‘inside J&K mosque

Major, jawan and two fugitives killed in gun battle

Arun Joshi

Hy
Jammu, March 26 ’13'\6

ROOPS LAID siege to a

I mosque in Chak Dudhipora

village (Northwestern
Kashmir) where a group of heavily
armed militants had taken cover
last evening. Latest reports
received here indicated that the
fierce exchange of fire between the
fugitives and the security forces
had yet to die down, nearly 18
hours after it began.

Two militants were shot dead
while attempting to escape from
the mosque this afternoon. Major
Ravinder Singh and a soldier too
were Killed in the initial stages of
the exchange of fire. "There are at
least three more militants are still
hiding in the mosque," defence
sources told The Hindustan Times.
Sources said that despite grave
provocation, the troops that have
encircled the mosque are "exercis-
ing utmost restraint" and hope to
exhaust the militants of ammuni-
tion in this war of attrition.

The events leading to the mili-
tants' presence in the mosque are
unclear. One version has it that

they sought refuge there after
attacking the troops. Another ver-
sion has it that the fugitives were in
the mosque in the first instance
and had challenged the troops

Advani in Kashmir

UNION HOME Minister LK.
Advani on Sunday visited
Chittisinghpora village where
36 Sikhs were shot dead by mil-
itants last Tuesday. Mr Advani
announced that the process of
strengthening security in all the
150-0odd Jammu and Kashmir
villages that have a predomi-
nantly Sikh population has
been set in motion.

He was addressing mourners
at local gurdwara. The minister
asserted that perpetrators of
the massacre would have to pay
a "heavy price".

PTI, Chittisinghpora

patrolling the area.

It is almost six years since
Kashmiri militants have used a
place of worship in an attempt to
evade security forces. In May 1995,

Charar-e-Sharief, one of the most
revered shrines of Kashmiri
Muslims, was the epicentre of a
long-drawn standoff between mili-
tants and security forces. It was
eventually razed. Hazratbal
mosque was the venue of a similar
standoff that lasted for over a
month (October- November 1993),

UNI adds that another set of mil-
itants attacked a police station at
Pattan with rockets and automatic
weapons in the northern district of
Baramulla late last night. The
police station was partially dam-
aged but no one was injured.

Security forces also killed two
militants during a search operation
in Kanjhama-Sathoo in central
Kashmir last evening and another
in Budnar in Baramuila. One
grenade launcher and 16 grenades
were recovered from the dead
men.

Militants also shot at two persons
in Srinagar yesterday. A blast
rocked Sogam in the border dis-
trict of Kupwara but no casualties
were reported. In another inci-
dent, unidentified gunmen kid-
napped two persons in south
Kashmir last evening.

THE HINDUSTAN TIME?
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s findings contradi

ody not of

¢ ‘AI Faran

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 27. —
The controversy over the fate
of the four foreign hostages
abducted in Jammu and
Kashmir in 1995 by Al Faran
is poised for a return to centre
stage with the British foreign
office today denying that the
body exhumed by the state
police was that of Britisher
Paul Wells.

The body, which had been
exhumed in September 1997
from Angntnag district, was
identified as that of Wells, in
January, after extensive foren-
sic tests by the Central
Forensic Science Laboratory in
Calcutta. The British police
flew down last month to collect
samples for their own indepen-
dent tests.

In a statement issued in
London today, the British for-
eign office said it had conduct-
ed forensic tests which had
proved conclusively that the
. body was not that of Paul
Wells or of any of the other
hostages.

“DNA tests in this country
have established that the
remains brought back to the
UK... are not those of Paul
Wells,” the statement said,
adding that it was not clear
why there was a disparity in
the findings.

The announcement, which
will reopen speculation about
the fate of the hostages, could

siuge. UK

prove to be a major embarrass-
ment for the Indian govern-
ment, casting, as it does,
doubts on the Indian criminal
investigative process.

The Jammu and Kashmir
DGP, Mr Gurbachan Jagat,
said the identification of the
body as that of Paul Wells was
done “on the basis of the opin-
ion of the forensic tests con-
ducted by the Central Forensic
Science  Laboratory ' in
Calcutta”.,

He said the matter would
be brought to their atten-
tion.

The state police’s identifica-
tion of the remains earlier had
provided what was then con-
sidered to be the first authentic
information on the fate of any
of the hostages who disap-

peared without a trace after :

they were kidnapped by the Al
Faran.

A massive combing operatlon
was launched then and contin-

ued for several weeks, tracking |

the hostages and their captors, .
but then the trail was lost. A |

rescue operation had been
ruled out early on as it was
considered too dangerous in
view of the hostages’ safety.

Since then, there has been no
authentic information about
the fate of the hostages despite
attempts by the their relatives,
who travelled to India several
times, touring the villages to
elicit 1nformat10n and appeal
for help to the locals.

THE STATESMAN
18 MAR 2000
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! questioning was as follows: *

/ [’Iﬁusharraf not for

’ status quo on Kashmir

(\5\ />By P.S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, MARCH 30. The visiting Pakistani Chief Ex-
ecutive, G&n. Pervez Musharraf, affirmed here today
that the Kashmir dispute was important to Islama-
bad as an aspect of “national dignity’’ and that he
would “not compromise” on it. He did not favour
the “‘status quo” as a solution to the Kashmir issue.

Reinforcing the stance in the context of the South
Asia visit by the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, the
Pakistan Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, accom-
panying Gen. Musharraf during his South East Asia
tour, said Islamabad was now “waiting for a re-
sponse” from India to Gen. Musharraf’s offer to en-
ter into a bilateral dialogue “‘at any place, at any
level”.

Gen. Musharraf drew a nexus between Kashmir

and Islamabad’s national “honour” as he sought to

answer a question at a meeting with the Singapore
Pakistani community here. The elaborate but direct
‘There is plenty of pres-
sure from the world on Kashmir issue. Why is Kash-
mir so important for Pakistan? Are we going to
mortgage Pakistan’s future for Kashmir? Clearly, we
have not done that for bringing back Biharis from
East Pakistan? Why can'’t there be a status quo (on
Kashmir) and (so that) we (Pakistanis) move on?”

Gen. Musharraf said that the Kashmir dispute was
“recognised internationally by the United Nations"
and “‘nations have their dignity and pride to guard,
to stand by.” He stressed that he was ‘not one of
those who would compromise on national dignity”

which “shall never get threatened.” Kashmir was,
therefore, important to Pakistan, he said.

Answering a related poser on Pakistan’s defence
spending as a drain on its exchequer, Gen. Mushar-
raf said only 19 per cent of Islamabvad’s annual bud-
get was being allocated for military expenditure as
against 56 per cent towards the servicing of the na-
tional debt that had more than trebled in the past
decade. Moreover, even if the questioner could “not
agree,” Pakistan was at present “facing a very seri-
ous security concern,” Gen. Musharraf said and
contended that India had raised its defence budget
by “28 per cent”” which he did not seek to match.

Pakistan, according to the military ruler, was in
quest of “‘nothing more than a deterrent capability”’
at a “minimal level” in the “conventional and un-
conventional areas.” Pakistan, he said, had at pre-
sent attained this, but he did not spell out specifics.

‘India reluctant for talks’

Mr. Abdul Sattar viewed India’s stance on the re-
sumption of the bilateral dialogue as an “‘obstruc-
tionist attitude’”. Shortly before leaving Singapore
for Jakarta, he said in response to a question from
this correspondent, that “President Clinton feels
that it is important for the two countries (India and
Pakistan) to resume dialogue.” Contending that
“there have to be two partners in a dialogue,” Mr.
Sattar said that India, however, ““appears to be reluc-
tant.” New Delhi “‘has placed conditions” and ‘‘that
obviously is going to obstruct the resumption of the
dialogue.”
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With or without US: Pak

By SEEMA MUSTAFA

puts I_(_ggh_mir on top

New Delhi, Feb. 5: Pakistan’s

chief executive General Pervez
Musharraf has placed Kashmir
right on top of his agenda in the
weeks preceding US President Bill
Clinton’s visit to the region. He
has also warned that tensions in the
region will increase if President
Clinton decides to exclude Pak-
istan from his itinerary.

General Musharraf has increased
the hype on Kashmir in recent
days, devoting considerable space
to the issue in his recent public
statements. Pakistan also observed
“Black Day” in supposed solidari-
ty with the people of Kashmir
while the General prayed to
“*Almighty Allah to crown the free-
dom struggle with success and
deliver the people from Indian bru-
talities.”

Gen. Musharraf has -put into
words the veiled threat that ten-
sions would escalate between India
and Pakistan if the US President
decided to fly to India without a
substantial halt at Islamabad. He
has said very clearly that it would
be very regrettable if the visit,
instead of contributing towards
peace in the region, ended up
increasing tensions.

Gen. Musharraf who at the very
onset had offered to talk with India

s /!

on all- issues, is now categorical
that Kashmir is the only issue and
others are just “minor irritants.”

In passionate words for Kashmir.
he has claimed that those “spilling
their blood are not terrorists. [ have
explained (to the US) that the
Kashmir struggle is a freedom
struggle which is not linked to ter-
rorism.”

The General has made it very
clear that terrorist activity will step
up in Kashmir as the single point
agenda now is to reach a “just solu-
tion” for the people. And that tatks
with India can only be on this
issue. He has left an opening for
President Clinton to engage both
countries in a peace initiative but
pointed out that a decision not to
visit Pakistan could have repercus-
sions outside his control.

President Clinton has projected
his visit to South Asia as a peace
initiative. The noises from Islam-
abad are now geiting stronger. and
more aggressive. At the same time
Gen. Musharraf _is not willing to
make any dramatic gesture which
can help President Clinton ride
over domestic criticism about the
visit,

Pakistan's ~ foreign  minister
Abdus Sattar has said that the US
President’s visit cannot be condi-
tional. Significantly the military
regimes stand is finding support

" told The Asian Age thal the peaple

from scveral liberals

not “scraping and bowing for US
attention.” Gen. Musharraf is
regarded as a “staunch nationalist”
whose position within the country
is “very strong at the moment.” It
is pointed out that his image will
not suffer, “but perhaps even
enhanced” if President Clinton
does not visit Islamabad. At the
same time the military ruler has
made some quiet gestures towards
fulfilling US demands. He has
announced a command and control
system and given asSurances on
non-proliferation. He has said he
will “never” be the first to use
nuclear weapons. He is more than
willing to sign the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty.

Gen. Musharraf has now also
announced his intent to visit
Afghanistan to confer with the Tal-
iban leadership about Osama bin
Laden, a pet subject with the US
administration. The chief execu-
tive has drawn a difference
belween terrorism per se and what
he describes as a jehad for the lib-
eration ot Kashmir. a position inci-
dentally which is endorsed by the
Clinton administration as well. He
has denounced terrorism as the
West sces it. in strong language.
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> Talking upfront 95«
CONSIDERING THAT most government pronouncements
on Kashmir are usually devoted to explaining the situation in
the Valley or arguing why it is not possible to hand over
Kashmir on a platter to Pakistan, Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s Jalandhar speech on Sunday was  stiff stuff. In fact,
the Indian Prime Minister need not have resorted to the kind
of idiom that had been the staple of the responses from
Islamabad for some time. It should not be difficult to see why
General Pervez Musharraf has been striking hawkish postures
on Kashmir. He needs to mark a departure from the policy line
followed by his predecessor. Nothing short of this could be
expected from someone who had masterminded the Kargil
intrusions. Further, he is doing so to play up the prospect of
south Asia turning into a nuclear ‘flash point’, and hence try-
ing to make out a case for third party intervention on
Kashmir. As a mature democracy, India does not have to
respond in kind. Doing so, in fact, would be hel mg
General push his pet line.

However, there is a point in Mr Vajpayee’s ref rqnges’to the
part of Kashmir under Pakistan’s occupation and its Xeturn to
India that has been waiting to be made. The point is Whether
the Kashmir ‘dispute’ is just about the Valley or the State of
Jammu and Kashmir as it existed before the tribal invasion of
1947. In the latter case, Pakistan has quite a few things to
answer for. Mr Vajpayee’s argument that the referendum in
Kashmir could not be held because Pakistan had failed to pull
out its troops from PoK, as required by the UN resolutions
(invoked by Pakistan in its propaganda campaigns ad infini-
tum) is historically valid and must figure in any informed
debate on the subject. Whatever the flaws in the working of

~ ment in Kashmir be — and these should be confronted without
any reservations as a mature civil society should do — the cor-
responding picture in the PoK is far more dismal.

And yet, if world opinion has failed to take adequate note
of these, it is partly because India has not effectively put its
case across. Likewise, annexation of the Gilgit region — since
rechristened as Federally Administered Northern Areas
(FANA) —and the denial of basic rights to its people must fig-
ure in any discussion on the subject. As he stated in a televisior
interview on Tuesday, General Musharraf wants to meet the
Indian Prime Minister — and talk Kashmir. But the kind o
bland denials he offered on Pakistan’s involvement in trans
border terrorism in Kashmir would not do for a dialogue. No
would keepifig issues concerning the Pak-held part of Kashmi
out of/aaﬁils)(t:?lssion enable a solution.
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£/ntral team reviews
1) & K situation

By Shujaa

JAMMU, FEB. 13. The law and order
situation in Jammu and Kashmir
was reviewed at a high-level
meeting between a Central team
and the State administration here
today. The meeting decided that
the militants be dealt with greater

firmness to frustrate their de-

el e
After the blasts in {a t on

Thursday and Friday, the Centre
today deputed the Spdcial Secre-
tary (Home), Mr. T. R. ar, and
the Director (J & K Affaks Depart-
ment), Mr. Shishir Sinhk, to Jam-
mu to assess the situation.

The J & K police chief, Mr. Gur-
bachan Jagat, the Principal Secre-
tary (Home), Mr. C. Phonsoung,
the Divisional Commissioner
(Jammuy), Mr. Anil Goswami, and
the heads of paramilitary and in-
telligence organisations were pre-
sent at the meeting.

“It was a review meeting at
which the overall scenario and
the measures to check such inci-
dents were discussed,” Mr. Phon-
soung told The Hindu.

Sources said the meeting dis-
cussed at length Intelligence re-
ports on the infiltration of

Pakistan-backed militants and
the precautionary measures to _
foil their attempts. Stress was laid
on further strengthening the se-
curity arrangements especially in
the city where a bomb blast on
Friday claimed five lives. The
blast in the Sealdah Express on
Thursday was viewed as ““disturb-
ing”.

The meeting took a compre-
hensive view of the militant threat
in context of the U.S. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton’s visit next month
during which time the terrorists
were likely to derive the maxi-
mum publicity. The State Govern-
ment assured the Central officials
that it would not allow the mil-
itants to succeed in their designs.

PTI reports:

The Rashtriya Rifles (RR) troops
foiled a bid by pro-Pakistan Hiz-
bul Mujahideen to eliminate
three J & K Ministers on Saturday,
official reports said today. The RR
personnel, on specific informa-
tion, detected an explosive device
under a culvert at Siangwari vil-
lage, from where the Ministers
were to pass through to inaugu-
rate a bridge.

P
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By Our Special Correspondent

JAMMU, FEB. 12. Following two bomb blasts in MR
since Thursday evening, a Central team led by th)
Special Secretary (Home ), Mr. T. R. Kakkar, is arti
ing here tomorrow to assess the prevailing situation.

Official sources said Mr. Kakkar, who was earlier
scheduled to arrive here on February 18, has ad-
vanced his visit in the wake of the prevailing sit-
uation. The team will discuss the law and order with
senior State Government officials and take a look at
the existing measures to deal with militancy in the
Jammu region, which was almost unaffected so far.

Meanwhile, hundreds of people today staged a
sit-in dharna on the Tawi Bridge here and put the
bodies of four slain civilians on the road leading to
disruption in the traffic and chaos and confusion in
the city. The demonstrators raised slogans against
the Farooq Abdullah Government for its alleged fail-

" Central team for Jammu

7) ure in protecting the people. They also demanded

an inquiry into Friday’s blast and more relief mea-
sures for the affected families.

Later, the Jammu Divisional Commissioner, Mr.
Anil Goswami, reached the spot along with the IGP,
Mr. R. V. Raju, and distributed ex gratia relief in
cheques to the next of kin of those killed in the blast.
He assured the agitated people that the Government
would take all steps for protecting the civilian pop-
ulation. The demonstrators then called off their
dharna. Earlier, some youths threw stones on vehi-
cles forcing the police to resort to a mild lathicharge.

Two BSF jawans killed

At least three militants and two BSF jawans were
killed in a fierce encounter between militants and
security forces in Badergund (Ganderbal) of Srinagar

district. -
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.0 Jaswant rules out

NEW DELHI, FEB. 13. The External
Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, today said India would not
accept any ‘‘mediation, inter-
mediation or facilitation” from
any third party on resolving issues
related to Jammu and Kashmir.

The visit to India nexf month by
the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clin-
ton, had “no linkage with non-
proliferation issues,”” he said.

Mr. Singh was speaking infor-
mally to reporters after address-
ing a conference here on the
contributions made by people of
Indian origin. Mr. Singh’s remark
comes a day after the Prime Min-
ister rejected at the same confer-
ence any American role in easing
India-Pakistan tensions, especial-
ly the Kashmir issue.

~ third-party

By Our Special Correspondent A

rq;dlatlor{“/

The remarks by the Prime Misr
ister and the External Affairs Min-
istqqy have come even as hints

that America may be interested in
taking the initiative to start a
process that could lead to a reso-
lution of the Kashmir issue.

Washington has repeatedly ex-
pressed its concern over the pos- |

_sibility of Kashmir becoming a

flashpoint for yet another armed
conflict between India and Pakis-
tan.

Mr. Singh said a decision on
signing the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty would be taken only
after achieving “‘the widest pos-
sible consensus” on the issue at
home and after a “full- fledged”
debate in Parliament.
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%dullah hits out
- at autonomx
%, +~-opponents ¢

NEW DELHI, FEB. 14. The poll-pl

of my party is getting greater a
tonomy for the State and if it i
denied, it would amount to a
breach of trust, the Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Fa-
rooq Abdullah, said here today.
He said some ‘“unfortunate
noises” were being made against
the report of the State-appointed

Commission favouring greater '

autonomy and these would have
an “adverse impact.”

He claimed that the UF Gov-
ernment in 1989 had threatened
to sack the National Conference-
Congress(I) Government in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, if the militants
were not released in exchange for
Ms. Rubiya Sayeed, daughte
the then Union Home Minister,
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed. When
Mr. Sayeed ensured that the mil-
itants were released despite his
opposition, “it hastened my re-
signation as Chief Minister”.

Asked about the Government
employees joining RSS activities,
Dr. Abdullah said the Centre
should review its policy favour-
ing the lifting of ban in this re-
gard by the Gujarat Government
as this could have “an adverse
impact” on Jammu and Kashmir.

“Employees in my State will
then ask permission to join Ja-
maat-E-Islamia (JEI). Should I
open it for them?” he asked add-
ing “after all, JEI also terms itself
as a religious organisation. —
PTI
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Ackérman hails Clinton’ S,
%\ statement on Kashm|r

By SridRar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, \FEB. 17. The Co-
Chairman of\the Congressional
Caucus on India and Indian
Americans, Mr. Gary Ackerman,
has commended the “categoric
assertion” of the President, Mr.
Bill Clinton, that the United States
would not try and mediate the
Kashmir issue unless both India
and Pakistan sought Washing-
ton’s assistance.

“I welcome this clear position
of the administration and ap-
plaud the President for appreciat-
ing the .complex nature of the
Kashmir problem. The adminis-
tration realises well that Kashmir
is a bilateral issue that can be best
resolved through bilateral dia-
logue between New Delhi and Is-
lamabad,” the New York
Democratic law maker said in a
statement.

At a press conference on
Wednesday the President, while
responding to questions on India
and Pakistan, had made a point
clearly that the “business” of
Kashmir has to be sorted out be-
tween India and Pakistan and the
U.S. would not get involved in the
issue unless asked to by both the
countries.

“I applaud the President for
taking an even-handed approach
to the issue and reiterating that
there were absolutely no plans for
unilaterally trying to mediate in
the dispute,” Mr. Ackerman said.

Even while making his com-

ments on India and Paklstan or
for that matter on the potential of
the Indian sub continent, Mr.
Clinton gave an indication of the
possible things he could be deal-
ing with while in the region next
month. Responding to a question
on what it would take for him to
include Pakistan in his South Asia
programme, Mr.Clinton argued
that this was based on America’s
long-term interests.

“...I will make a decision about
whether to go based on what 1
think will best serve our long term
interests, in non- proliferation, in
trying to stop particularly a nucle-
ar arms race and trying to help to
promote stability, democracy and
a resolution of the conflict be-
tween India and Pakistan,” Mr.
Clinton said. Senior diplomats
here believe that the President in
the course of his remarks has fur-
ther indicated that he will be
stopping in Pakistan.

U.S watching ‘measurable
milestones’ in Pak.

The “‘very important’ relation-
ship the United States had with
Pakistan has ‘‘unfortunately”
been interrupted by the nuclear
tests and the action of General
Pervez Musharraf, the U.$% Secre-
tary of State, Ms. Madeleine Al-
bright, has said.

“Washington is now watching
very carefully on the measurable
milestones in the return to civil-
ian government there as also on
the terrorism front,” she said.

Appearing before the full Inter-
national Relations Committee of
the House of Representatives to
defend the Foreign Affairs Budget
for Fiscal 2001, Ms. Albright was
first asked by the Ranking Demo-
crat, Mr. Sam Gejdenson, of the
situation in Pakistan as also in the
things that the administration
was looking for from Pakistan.

‘. .first of all I think we have to
remember the very important re-
lationship that we have had with
Pakistan and that, unfortunately,
has been interrupted by both the
nuclear tests as well as by the ac-
tion of Gen. Musharraf. We have
consistently urged Gen. Mushar-
raf to move in terms of some mea-
surable milestones, of a return to
civilian government... We want to
see some kind of a public show
and not just show but real action
in terms of returning to democra-
cy,” the Secretary of State respon-
ded.

Later responding to comments
from the Democratic Congress-
man, Mr. Robert Wexler, who ar-
gued that the link between
Pakistan’s present regime and
terrorist activity ““is all but unde-
niable”, Ms. Albright reiterated
the stand that the Clinton admin-
istration was very much con-
cerned about the fact that certain
groups operate out of Pakistan
and that this had been taken up
with the present government as
also the previous Government of
Mr. Nawaz Sharif.
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Paris echides

Washlngton
on Kas

FROM PRANAY SHARMA\(‘\ ia, foreign ¥nlstry spokes-
man R.S. Jassal played down the
New Delhi, Feb. 18: Echoing the sue. He said the French minister
US, France today said differences d only wanted to know about de-
between the nuclear twins had vélopments in the region, but did
created a “dangerous” situation not make any specific remarks on
on the sub-continent, and urged Kashmir or resumption of Indo-
Indiatoreturntothetalkstablein  Pak dialogue. On the other hand,
the spirit of the Simla Agreement  Vedrine had restricted his com-
and the Lahore declaration. ments to cross-border terror and
French foreign minister Hub-  trafficking in narcotics and small
ert Vedrine, who held a “shortbut  arms, Jassal added.
intense dialogue” with Indian Regardless of India’s response,
counterpart Jaswant Singh, said  Vedrine’s commeants on the Kash-
Paris was keen on deepening ties mir dispute have not come as a
with Delhi in all spheres, but was  surprise. At the seminar on multi-
worried, like other global powers, polarity yesterday, he had hinted
about the Kashmir problem. that India needed to sort out differ-
Urging India to take urgent ences with Pakistan over Kash-
steps to resolve its dispute with  mir to realise its full potential as a
Pakistan, Vedrine said: “The non-  world player.
relationship between India and Vedrine was non-committal on
Pakistan has affected the stability = whether France had strategically
in the region. We want India-Pak- tilted in India’s favour by deciding
istan dialogue to resume so that not to strike any fresh arms deal
the two sides can sort out their dif-  with Pakistan. On Prime Minister
ferences and put up confidence- A.B. Vajpayee’s reported remarks
building-measures to ensure on this issue in an interview to a
nothing goes wrong.” French daily, Vedrine said: “I
Though he said bilateral talks  have not met the Prime Minister
were the best way to sort out the  nor have I seen the interview. But
dispute, he added, in typical we have nottaken any decision-in
French diplomatese, that Paris this regard.” Later in the day,
would be happy if the US were Vedrine called on both Vajpayee
allowed to nudge the two sides and President K.R. Narayanan.
“in the right direction”. He is to return to Paris tonight.
Speaking to reporters after his Vedrine said France was ready
meeting with Jaswant at Hyder- to step up cooperation with India
abad House, Vedrine said: “The in the field of civilian nuclear en-
USis worried over thesituationin  ergy, but would go only as far as
South Asia. We are worried too.” global commitments permitted.
He also expressed hope that the He said the French government
two sides would be ablenotonlyto  was looking for “positive signals”
“contain the situation but also from India, including its signa-
overcome it”. ture on the CTBT and accepting
Though Vedrine’s remarks ap-  increased controls for safeguards
pear to have mounted pressureon  laid down by the IAEA.
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Opposition calls autonomy

report a
N A\

3“ LMOST ALL Opposition parties held protests

HT Correspondent
Jammu, February 23

condemning the State Autonomy Committee

SAC) report as a "secessionist document”. The
Opposition also interrupted the Governor's address to
the joint session of the State Legislature on the open-
ing day of the budget session today. A violent mob
clashed with the police, echoing the Opposition's slo-
gans on the streets.

Govemor Girish Chandra Saxena, in his 30-minute-
long address, made a scathing attack on Pakistan for
causing trouble in Jammu and
Kashmir. He also highlighted the
need for a special dispensation
for the state for overcoming its
financial crunch that he said had assumed dimensions
of "acute fiscal distress". He concluded with a call for
"revival of many of the constitutional arrangements of
the past”. He hoped it would "pave the way for a con-
tended and resurgent Jammu and Kashmir", that sig-
nifies the reversal of the Central laws and restoration
of the greater autonomous status for the state as rec-
ommended by the SAC.

It was at the fag end of the Governor's address when
two of the BIP MLAs Ashok Khajuria and Ch. Piara
Singh moved ahead and tore the copy of the State
Autonomy Committee report that recommends
"restoration of greater autonomy to Jammu and
Kashmir". They were joined by colleagues of their
party and members of Congress, Janata Dal, Panthers

:

secessionist move

? , g’( n ' . ,
Party and Awami League in staging’the protests.

The protesters were on their feet the moment the
Governor read the portion of his address focusing
progress made on the autonomy front. For almost 10
minutes, the Governor's address was interrupted as
Opposition members raised slogans in the well of the
Central Hall. The Opposition members later staged a
walk out even as the national anthem was being played
on at the conclusion of the Governor's address.

The protests within the legislature complex were
echoed outside violently. Hundreds of BIJP workers
clashed with the police in their bid to reach the legis-
lature complex in response to the party's call to
"gherao” the complex. The party

i was also highlighting the issues of
Asse m b I y S ession what it called worsening of law

and order situation, rising mili-
tancy, poor governance and absence of regular water
and power supply. After fighting pitched battles with
police for a while, more than 300 BJP workers court-
ed arrest.

In his address, the Governor dealt at length with the
Kargil conflict and the resulting violence that has risen
in the Valley, making tourist trade its immediate casu-
alty. The Governor, while affirming that "Pakistan
stands singularly exposed as an instigator and abettor
of violence," regretted that the "manner in which vio-
lent activities of foreign mercenaries received a fillip
in the aftermath of the abject withdrawal of the
enemy, speaks volumes about the extent to which a
cynical and amoral Government can go to retain its
strangiehold over the levers of power in that country.”




By Ravi Bhatia and
Bisheshwar Mishra

The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: The release of
three terrorists
in exchange for
the hostages on
IA Flight 814
will roll back the
fight against mil-
itancy in Jammu
and Kashmir by
several years, say
several secunty
Mushtaq Zagrar experts in the
government. “This (the hijacking)
had to happen when we almost
had a firm grip on the situation for
the first time in many years,” said a
senior officer of a paramilitary
force engaged in anti-terrorist op-
erations in the Valley.

These sources claim that many
of the terrorists, including foreign
mercenaries, would perceive this
as amajor victory. To buttress their
argument, they draw attention to
the fact that the floodgates of mili-
tancy were opened after the re-
lease of some terrorists in the
Rubaiya Sayeed kidnapping case.

All the three terrorists released
on Friday are recognised as ideo-
logues by various terrorists and ex-
tremists groups active in the Val-
ley. Maulana Masood Azhar and
Mushtaq Ahmad Zargar were the
two topmost leaders of the terror-
ist movement in Jammu and Kash-
mir before they were arrested.

Thirty-three-year-old Zargar,
better known as Mushtaq Latram,
was the founder-chief of the Al-
Umar outfit. He was responsible
for escalating terrorist violence in
the Valley before being arrested in
1993 from downtown Srinagar.

Zargar is known for his ruthless-
ness and used to reportedly strap

Terrorists release wgl
roll back anti-militancy
drive in J&K: experts

hand grenades on the bodies of his
victims and blow them to bits. One
of the five founders of the terrorist
movement in Kashmir along with
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front (JKLF) leaders Yasin Malik,
Javed Mir and others, he later
parted ways with them and formed
his own group. (l

Zagrar as involve n\;cores of
killings, including that pf two Bor-
der Security Force (BSF) person-
nel, and kidnappings and was
lodged in Srinagar jail after his ar-
rest.

Maulana Azhar, a Muslim cler-
ic, was a religious preacher in an
Islamic institution in Karachi be-
fore he entered India illegally for
taking part in in the ‘fight’ for
Kashmir’s azadi. A school
dropout, Azhar obtained a degree
in Islamic studies and speaks Pun-
jabi, Urdu, Arabic and English.
He also edited Voice of Freedom
Fighters, the official magazine of
Harkat ul-Ansar (HUA) of which
was the general secretary.

Azhar is said to be a soft-spoken
but gifted with oratorical skills. He
belongs to an affluent farmer’s
family of Karachi. He was arrested
in 1994 along with Sajjad Afgl::%
at Khannabal in Anantnag dis
of Kashmir. His release has been
demanded by many outfits, includ-
ing Al-Faran which had abducted
six foreign nationals from Pahal-
gam in July, 1995.

Ahmad Omar Sayeed Sheikh is
a British national and said to have
graduated from the London
School of Economics. He led a
small team in the kidnapping of
four foreign nationals near Delhi
in October 1994. He was later ar-
rested near Saharanpur in Uttar
Pradesh.
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~No message of peace for Kashmir

t By Shujaat Bukhari HD A C

JAMMU), JAN. 1. Even after ten years of militancy and at
the enq of the century, there is no message of peace
i as Kashmir seems to be stepping into the
new millennium with a ““disgusting note’’ of a plane
hijacking, directly connected with the problem of
Kashmir. The senseless violence not only continues
unabated but has taken new dimensions.

While the entire world witnessing rapid changes in

- almost every sphere of life, a commoner in Kashmir

is as dejected as he was a decade ago.

Having seen many ups and downs, not necessarily
since 1989 when the Kalashnikov arrived to change
everything in their life but when India was parti-
tioned 52 years ago and this part of the sub-conti-
nent plunged into an era of uncertainty, the Valley
alongwith parts of Doda, Rajouri and Poonch in Jam-
mu had to go through the pain of bullets, bombs and
mines taking a heavy toll.

‘Popular Government

Notwithstanding the fact that a “popularly” elect-
ed Government is in power which replaced the tiring
seven years of gubernatorial rule in 1996, the things
are changing from bad to worse with the security
forces losing grip over the situation.

Though those at the helm of affairs are reluctant to
accept the ground reality it is evident that the dawn-
ing of the new century holds no message which

i could give a sense of comfort.

For the Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, it is
Pakistan which is responsible for the destruction in
the valley. “‘Pakistan has now earned the title of be-
ing mother of terrorism” he remarked.

This year the violence started increasing with for-
eigners taking control of the militancy and devising
“devastating” policies to take on security forces.

The militant organisations of local origin barring
Hizbul Mujahideen started going to the background
with more organised militant outfits, Lashkare Toi-
ba, Harkat Jehadi Islami and Harkatul Mujahideen
calling the shots.

They not only registered their presence by striking
“effectively” at security forces but started a major
front with the help of Pakistan in Kargil which lasted
for 72 days.

Kargil conflict

Though the climax was seen as a setback to Muja-
hideen, there was hardly any indication of they leav-
ing the ground.

More significantly, the foreigners who earlier
chose to leave valley for winter months have stayed
back this season.After Kargil, the militants resorted
to a new strategy of storming carnps of the security

force starting with an attack on BSF in Bandipore in
the border district of Kupwara, then sneaking into
the highly protected 15 Corps headquarters where
the Public Relations Officer Major Pramod Purushot-
tam was gunned down alongwith seven others.

Even as the authorities maintain that PRO’s office
hardly forms part of headquarters, the fact remains
that it is within the compound of the army’s head
office in Srinagar.

And lastly came the suicidal attack on the head-
quarters of the Special Operations Group (SOG) of ]
& K Police in Srinagar on Monday killing 13 police-
men including a DSP.

The Director General of Police, Mr. Gurbachan Ja-
gat, who has been heading the police since 1997
candidly admits that the recent attacks were a set-
back to the process of fighting militants.

“They are better trained, know the war skills and
and are well equipped as far as arms are concerned”
he said. Explaining that the militancy has many
phases and it is one of them, he hoped to “‘overcome
it”. However, reports indicating larger presence of
these hardcore militants with sizable number of sui-
cide squads may not make it easy for the forces to
ensure lasting peace.

“For a determined person it is no problem to
sneak in” remarked a senior army officer when
asked about the entry of Lashkar militants into Bada-
mibagh cantonment in November.

On political front, the vacuum as ever remains
there. The ruling National Conference (NC) fails to
show its presence in the valley as its cadres are the
regular target which forces the workers to take refuge
in the protected areas or Jammu.

Separatist conglomerate All Parties Hurriet Con-
ference (APHC) is in shambles with most of its lead-
ership behind the bars.

Its acting chairman, Mirwaiz Umar Farooqg, has
been registering his presence in Jamia Masjid on
Fridays and the senior leader, Mr. Abdul Gani Lone,
who returned from U.S. without being treated is con-
valescing in Delhi, though active despite being car-

diac patient)‘,.//
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1 & K Gowt. opposed
release of militants

had failed to prove any case

By Shujaat Bukhari ‘ \

JAMMU, JAN. 2. The release of

top militant leaders from the
Kotbhalwal sub-jail in Jammu
and the Central Jail Srinagar, has
generated much debate with legal
experts saying that no norms
were followed and that the exer-
cise was “illegal”, carried out
‘“under pressure”’ and done in a
hush-hush manner.

Notwithstanding the fact that
the Srinagar and Jammu were
agog with rumours about the pos-
sible freeing of these militants,
the Government did not follow
any legal formalities to effect the
release. The State Government
said it was wrong to release the
militants as it would be against
the “national interest”. The Chief
Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, in
an interview, also denied having
any role in freeing seven militants
in exchange for Dr. Rubiya Say-
eed, daughter of the former
Union Home Minister, Mufti Mo-
hammad Sayeed.

It is reliably learnt that the chief
of the Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW), Mr. A. S. Dulat, flew down
here to convince Dr. Abdullah
and others. A “personal friend” of
the Chief Minister, he held a de-
tailed meeting with him and the
Governor, Mr. G. C. Saxena, and
apprised them about the Centre’s
“compulsion”.

Even otherwise, the State police

against the Harkat-ul-Ansar gen-
eral secretary, Moulana Masood
Azhar, as also the chief com-
mander of Al-Umar-Mujahideen,
Mushtaq Zargar, and though they
continued to face trial, no challan
had been produced against them.

Legal experts point out that the
manner in which these two were
moved from the State jails has put
a question mark on the function-
ing of the system. The prison de-
partment did not receive any
official communication from any
State or Central agency to release
Masood. “We have not received
any communication but there
were verbal orders from the State
Government to hand him over to
the police,” a senior prison offi-
cial told The Hindu, pleading
anonymity. What was done to the
cases pending against him is not
known.

In the case of Mushtaq Ahmed
Zargar, a senior lawyer of the J&K
High Court said his being taken to
Kandahar was “illegal” as the
court, was not informed and no
permission was sought. The con-
sent of his family members too
was not sought. If his relatives ask
the Union Government to bring
him back what will be the Gov-
ernment’s legal position, the law-
yer asked. But the Minister of
State for Home, Mr. Mushtaq
Ahmed Lone, said “all procedural
formalities were complied with.”
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o1 16 killed in Srinagar blast

By Our Special Correspondent

JAMMU, JAN. 3. At least 16 people,
including two security force per-
sonnel, were killed and 23 injured
in a powerful mine blast in the
Sabzimandi area here on Monday
morning.

According to rleiy ’rts‘, the blast
took place at abouf 9-50 a.m. in

the crowded Sabzimandi area
near Batamaloo bys stand. The
city police chief, Df. B. Sirinivas,
said that the mine, planted in a
hand cart in the vegetable market,
exploded with a big bang killing
14 people on the spot. “Among
those killed were two jawans of
the Special Security Bureau (SSB).
Five BSF personnel were among

| the injured. The rest were civil-

ians.”

The area has been cordoned off
by the security forces. Sources
said that the mine, which had a
timer device, was detonated with

7 e

Bodies lie scattered

at' the blast site in the busy vege

aremote control. Some shops and
vehicles were completely de-
stroyed in the blast, which was
heard in a radius of 4 km, reports
reaching here said.

An eyewitness said that the site
of blast wore a ghastly look as
blood was splattered in the area.
Bodies were thrown hundreds of
metres away under the impact of
blast. The security personnel fired
in panic, which led to people run-
ning helter skelter. The traffic
came to a halt.

The IGP Kashmir range, Dr.
Ashok Bhan, and other senior civil
and police officers rushed to the
spot.

The injured were shifted to dif-
ferent hospitals in the city. The
condition of many of the injured
was critical, sources said, adding
that two of them died of their in-
juries on way to the hospital.
Some of the deceased have been
identified as Ghulam Mohiuddin,

&30 S
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Srinagar on Monday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad
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Ghulam Rasool, Ghulam Nabi,
Abdul Majid, Mohammad Ayub
Mir, Mushtaq Bhat, Parvez Sofi,
Irshad Ahmed, Ghulam Moham-
mad Bangroo, Abdul Majid and
Ali Mohammed. The SSB person-
nel who died were S. Bir and Ton-
ka Chanderwan.

Ared alert has been sounded in
the city and search operations
launched. Dr. Sirinivas said that
searches were being conducted in
Noorbagh and other localities but
no arrests had been made. No
militant outfit has claimed re-
sponsibility.

Militants last night attempted
to storm an Army camp in Kreeri
village of Baramulla district. Po-
lice sources said that some mil-
itants fired towards the camp and
tried to enter it but the forces
foiled their attempt. Three Army
personnel were reported to have,
been injured in the action.

UNI reports from New Delhi:

The Ministry of
Home Affairs today re-
viewed the overall se-
g curity situation in
Srinagar.

An official spokes-
man said that since no
group had claimed re-
j sponsibility for the
blast, investigations
had started to trace the
persons  responsible
and their modus op-
erandi.

The State Govern-
ment was making ar-
rangements for the
prompt payment of ex-
gratia to the next of the
kin of the deceased, he
added.



L]
Aerror in the valley
AL
SINCE THE targeti\‘&/‘of innocents Has zilways been one of
the main objectives of terrorists, there if nothing out of the
ordinary about the explosion which took\a toll of nearly 20
lives in a Srinagar market on Monday. The aim of the mili-
- tants in choosing such a spot which is visited by a large num-
ber of ordinary people was evidently to create a sense of
panic as well as despair among the locals about the steady
deterioration of the law and order situation in the valley. In
the immediate aftermath of the Kargil conflict, the subver-
sives were seemingly concentrating on the security establish-
ments with the objective of demoralising the armed forces. It
is possible that increased vigilance at these offices and bar-
racks has now forced the militants to turn their attention once
again to the soft targets. Few will doubt that there is an ele-
ment of desperation in these attacks, fuelled by an evident
failure on the part of the terrorists and their sponsors across
the border to create a situation where international attention
will be focussed on Kashmir. Only last month, the chief exec-
utive of Pakistan, General Pervez Musharraf, had spoken of
Kashmir as a possible nuclear “flashpoint”. Since even such
irresponsible and provocative statements have evoked no
response and, instead, the focus is now on Islamabad’s com-
plicity in the recent hijacking of the Indian Airlines plane,
there is every possibility of the terrorists indulging in fur-
ther atrocities to create the impression that Kashmir is in

a state of turmoil. ﬂl (é\‘ 6 [\ N
It goes without saying that, to counter slich heifious efforts,

the security measures will have to be made much more strin-
gent than what they are at present. Besides, greater emphasis
will have to be placed on gathering information about the
activities of the militants so that they are unable to carry out
any surprise attacks, of which there have been quite a few in
. recent weeks. It is no secret that the security steps can only be
effective if they are backed by adequate inputs from the intel-
ligence agencies. Regrettably, the state government’s perfor-
mance in this respect has left much to be desired. Yet, the pre-
sent time is perhaps the worst period in all the years of the
proxy war conducted by Pakistan because the military regime
there, smarting under the humiliation of its retreat in Kargil
is hell-bént on creating as much trouble as it possibly can
ir with the help of both the mercenaries and the/u-

sts it has trained and armed in its training camps.
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J-K Govt withdraw

e

HT Correspondent H/ \, ’2/
Jammu, January 7

THE GOVERNMENT forgot to
withdraw a case against Maulana
Masood Azhar in one of the courts
and faced embarrassing moments
in the court of Forest Magistrate
yesterday.

Maulana Masood Azhar, one
among the three militants released
in exchange of hostages aboard a
hijacked Indian Airlines plane in
Kandhar, Afghanistan, is now in
Pakistan.  Another  militant
released ~ from Srinagar jail,
Mushtaq Ahmad Zargar, has been
seen in Muzzaffarabad, the capital
of Pakistan occupied Kashmir
(PoK).

Forest Magistrate Bala Jyoti
raised the issue of the Maulana's
absence in her court where he was
one among the 25 to be produced
in a jail break case.

The Government has mo an
application for the withdrawal of
the case against Maulna Masood
Azhar. The judge has fixed
January 10 for the case to discuss
how cases could be withdrawn
against the accused in his absence.

It was on the intervening night of
December 30th and 31st that the
Government had withdrawn cases
against Maulana, who was set free
on 31st December morning. The
prosecution wing of the State
police had moved the judges for
withdrawal of the cases against
Maulna and M sh;aq\ Ahmad

Zargar. ? ,
There were/two cf'rrr?i 1

against Masood Azhar. One per-
tained to his illegal entry into the
country by travelling on a forged
passport. The police records had
shown that Maulna Masood Azhar
had reached Kashmir on a forged
Portugese passport. He was also
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s jailbreak

15t Azhar Masood

case again

facing another case of casing law
and order problem in Kotbhalwal
jail, where he was shifted from
Tihar four years ago. He was
arrested on February 11, 1994
from Mitigund, a village in
Anantang district in  south
Kashmir.

The cases under TADA were
withdrawn against Zargar before
he was shifted out of Srinagar
Central Jail.

Official sources told The
Hindustan Times that all the legal
fopmalities were completed before
he two militant leaders were
moved out of the prisons. The
third militant Ahmad Umar Sayed
Sheikh was in Tihar jail, Delhi and
the cases were listed against him by
Delhi Police.

The case in the court of the for-
est magistrate too would be with-
drawn. The application has already
been moved, sources said.
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‘Pakistani mujahideen are

1

involved in Kashmir attacks’

W Pak daily Ausafgives details of fighters sent across the border to foment trouble

JYOTI MALHOTRA

NEW DELHI, JAN QJ\({‘ ’ Z& ‘
*17
E Pakist;?' press is b\e
ginning to acknowledge
the death of Pakistanis in
Mujahideen attacks against the
Indian Army in Kashmirvalley. -
The most recent stories have
appeared in an Urdu daily called
Ausaf and a translation of its No-
vember 28 issue offers direct and
compelling evidence.
Meanwhile, New Delhi and
Istamabad have exchanged notes
on “threatening statements”
made against Prime Minister AB
Vajpayee by the terrorist group
Lashkar-e-Toiba during a rally in

Muridke, near l'lore, in early
November.

When the Government said it
wanted Islamabad,to take action
against the group, the Pakistani
Government is believed to have
replied that it could not violate
“the freedom of speech and ex-
pression” in its country.

It is, however, the ‘Al-Badar
annual report’ in Ausaf newspa-

‘per that interests analysts more.

According to these Pakistan
watchers, the pressure on the

. Pakistani press, especially the

Urdu press, to acknowledge the
deaths of Pakistani citizens “for
the Kashmiri = cause” has

prompted the appearance of

st b ey s i o g o g = &

S8
such a sfory. '

“Al-Badar succeeded in at-
tacking (the) Indian Army in
high-security zones and launched
attacks on Indian Army campsin
Bandipura, Gandarbal, Budgam,
Anantnag, Rajauri, Naushera
and Udhampur,” the report says.

The Al-Badar outfit is said to
be directly linked to the Jamiat-i-
Islami in Pakistan and, according
to analysts, is “tasked and
trained” by the ISI, Pakistan’s in-
telligence agency.

The report has details of as
many as 113 people killed in
Kashmir valley, “almost all Pak-
istanis”, between October 1998
and October 1999.

INDIAN EXPRESS
10 AN

Besides attacking Army
camps stationed across Kashmir,
the report admits to Al-Badar
men fighting battles in “Kargil,
Drass, Batalik and Mushkoh
sectors”.

It goes on to add that fighters
from this group mounted an op-
eration called the ‘Badar opera-
tion’ and snatched a large num-
ber of arms and ammunition
from the Indian forces, “which
are now being used by the Mu-
jahideen in the Valley”.

The surprisingly candid report
gives besides names, other details
such as aliases, where these men
were killed in Kashmir and where
theylivein Pakistan.

L T S



~ Pak. plea to
U.S. on Kashmir

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 14. Pakistan today
said it was committed to the res-
toration of democracy in a phased
manner on the basis of devolu-
tion of power by holding district-
level electigns during the year.

In meen&n s with a U.S. dele-
gation headed by Senate minority
leader, Mr. Tom Daschle, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf and the Foreign
Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, also
stressed the need for the resolu-
tion of the Kashmir issue saying it
‘lies at the heart of peace and se-
curity in the region’.\H P

The Foreign Minister also said
that the settlement of the Kashmir
issue “will result in an environ-
ment conducive to the long-term
economic development of the re-
gion”’.

He hoped that the U.S. would
play a “pro-active role to help re-
solve the Kashmir problem. Presi-
dent (Bill) Clinton’s visit to South
Asia would provide an important
opportunity in this regard.”

Gen. Musharraf welcomed the
visiting delegation which also in-
cluded Senators Christopher
Dodd, Harry Reid and Danie] Ala-
ka.— PTI

THE HINDU
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 14. — The
Prime Minister, Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee, has called a
meeting on Monday on the
deteriorating law and order sit-
uation in Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was originally
planned for tomorrow but it
cannot be held as the Defence
Minister, Mr George
Fernandes, is busy with Army
Day functions.
The Home

The new efforts by the securi-
ty forces come just as the
Governor, Mr Saxena, is being

increasingly involved in day-to- |

day security issues. Though
the Chief Minister met the
Home Minister recently, it was
Mr Saxena who held a long
meeting with Mr Advani to dis-
cuss the agenda. When the
Chief Minister was away, it
was again the Governor who
held an important meeting in
Srinagar.
Explaining the

Minister, Mr L
K Advani, the
Jammu  and
Kashmir Chief
Minister, Mr
Farooq Abd-
ullah, and the
Governor, Mr
Girish Saxena,
are attending
the meeting.

A major issue
under discus-
sion is the
change in the
tactics of mili-
tants who are
now hitting bas-
es of security
forces to reduce
mobility and th-

DIPLOMATIC ROW

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 14. —
The Indian Deputy High
Commissioner to Pakistan
was summoned by the
Foreign Office here and a
protest was lodged against
the alleged harassment of a
Pakistani mission official in
New Delhi on the charge of
paying school fees with cou-
nterfeit currency notes. Mr
Sudhir Vyas said he had po-
inted out that the matter
was between the school and
the Pakistan High Commi-
ssion in New Delhi and had
asked how the government
of India was concerned in it.
- PT1

Centre’s plan to
involve Mr
Saxena, officials
pointed out that
the Chief
Minister did not
appear to have
much
over

affairs and for
political rea-
sons, could not
be removed.

UK to Pak: The
UK has made
clear to Pak-

"istan its “deep

concern” on
developments in
Kashmir and
asked Islam-

eir “area domination”. Home
ministry officials said by hit-
ting hard targets, militants
hoped to keep the security
forces pinned down in their
own camps.

Home ministry officials
admitted that the militants
had succeeded for a month but
new orders have gone to the
security forces to keep mini-
mum troops within the camps,
and go out and hit the enemy
in the field.

abad to join the international
efforts to eradicate terrorism in
all its forms, adds PTI.

The United Kingdom’s posi-
tion was made clear by its
visiting chief of defence staff,
Sir Charles Guthrie, during
his meeting with Pakistan’s
military ruler, General
Pervez Musharraf, here yes-
terday during which he said

“Prime Minister
calls meeting
+ 'on Kashmir

?

control !
state

he also discussed the recent |

hijacking of the Indian
Airlines aircraft.
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PM calls meeting'on Kashmir

By Law Kumar Mishra’ “\W
The Times of India News Service

SRINAGAR: Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee has convened a
high-level meeting on Kashmir on
Monday. 1t is expected to be
attended by home minister LK.
Advani, defence minister George
Fernandes, state governor G.C.
Saxena and chief minister Farooq
Abdultah.

Heads of security agencies
involved in the counter-insurgency
operation in the state would also
attend the meeiing. Mr Abdullah
briefed the home minister on
Wednesday.

The Monday meeting will dis-
cuss the security scenario in the

state, partlcul rly after a series of
attacks on highly fortified security
and army campy in the state by
‘Fidayeen’ group of the ISI on
Saturday. official Spurces said.

These sources denied reports in
local newspapers that the J&K
chief minister was being removed.
Industry minister Mustafa Kamal,
younger brother of Mr Abdullah,
had accused a section in the Union
cabinet of conspiring to remove
the chief minister on Thursday at a
news conference here. The state
governor had a meeting with sen-
lor security officials here on
Monday.

Meanwhile, a ruling National
Conference leader Ghulam Qadir

Bhat alias Qadir Hindustani was
among seven persons killed. while
militants damaged the Uri-Wagoora
transmission line in the Kashmir
Valley during the past 24 hours.

PTI adds: US. assistant secre-
tary of state Karl Inderfurth is
arriving in Islamabad on January
20 to hold talks with Pakistani offi-
cials on issues including non-pro-
liferation, terrorism, economic
cooperation and trade and region-
al security issues. Mr Inderfurth is
leading a three-member delega-
tion including Donald Camp.
member of the U.S. national secu-
rity council and Michael Sheehan,
coordinator for counter-terrorism
in the state department.
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“Fake companles in Britain raising
funds t0"prom tei militancy in J&K

LONDON: Islamic fundamentalists living in
have established a network of front compani
bogus socicties to work undetected for Muslim\mili-
tants operating in Kashmir and other places abroad,
Sunday Telegraph said.

An investigation by the newspaper has found that
extremists across the country are using 12 different
companies to raise funds and volunteers. According
to the paper, the businesses, which exist in name only,
allow the activists access to facilities and financial
help that they would otherwise be denied.

Andrew Dismore. Labour MP from Hendon, is
likely to ask the department of trade and industry to
investigate the “blatant abuse” of company law for
political purposes. “This is an extremely worrying
development and I intend to table questions in the
House of Commons as a matter of urgency,” Mr
Dismore told the daily.

One of the companies is based on a council-run
business estate in north London and it has the use of
conference facilities, 24-hour security and reception
facilities. The estate has been set up for the exclusive
use of information technology companies.

The daily probe revealed that the companies. based
in London. Birmingham, Manchester, Crawley and
Leicester, operate on behalf of an organisation called
Al-Muhajiroun, which means the voice, the eyes and
the ears of Muslims. The society urges its supporters
to “formulate a fifth column for the spread of Islam”.

It has strong links with Islamic militants in Kashmir.
Chechnya and Afghanistan, many of which are
regarded as terrorist organisations by security sources
in the West.

One of the companies, called *Info-2000 Software’.
is based on Haringey Council's Lee Valley techno-
park in north London. The company was set up in
March 1998 and has never traded. Its London offices
act as a base for Sheikh Omar Bakri Mohammed. the
Syrian-born founder of Al-Muhajiroun. Sheikh
Mohammed and his followers gain access to the com-
pany’s offices every day by signing themselves as
company visitors at the central reception of the busi-
ness park.

They can use the office’s six computers, scanner. fax
machine and phone lines to drum up support for
Islamic organisations abroad. the daily revealed.
According to the reports. the office contains thou-
sands of Islamic leaflets and the walls are plastered
with propaganda posters.

The existence of the company will seriously embar-
rass council officials, who closed a Muslim college in
1995 on the same industrial park after they discov-
ered that it was linked to Sheikh Mohammed. who
has admitted that the company does not trade and
that it is effectively acting as a front for him and his
supporters. He has also confirmed that it is one of a
number of ¢companies that operate along similar lines .
in other parts of the country. 7y |
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Militants will find
») it hot In ‘.!é_l_(/ L

\\ 1 By Vinay Kumar

NEW BELHI, JAN. 18. The Vajpayee
Govefnment’s “offensive strate-
gy’ to tackle cross-border terror-
ism in Jammu and Kashmir has
turned the focus on 49 newly-
carved sectors in the Counter-In-
surgency (CI) grid and making
them self-sufficient.

The “pro-active” strategy, an-
nounced last night after a high-
level meeting chaired by the
Prime Minister, however, has not
revealed any new element in de-
ployment of additional forces,
strengthening of the intelligence
network and fighting militancy .

According to top officials of the
Home Ministry who were in-

- volved in evolving the action plan

in association with Defence Min-
istry officials, a majority of the 49
CI sectors can be described as
“hyper-sensitive”. All CI sectors
will be self-sufficient in terms of
information and operations.

While the “hyper-sensitive”
sectors will be under the control
of the Army, the Central para-mil-
itary forces will have control of
other sectors. All the sectors will
be linked by a sophisticated com-
munication network and the sec-
tor commander given
authority and made accountable
for the CI operations.

Senior officials said the ‘“pro-
active” approach would not allow
the militants to escape irrespec-
tive of the consequences. (As part
of the move to flush out the mil-
itants, “if we have to blow up
even our own buildings, we would
do so as we don’t want the mil-
itants to go back alive,” PTI re-
ported quoting the sources.) In
the post-Kargil scenario, particu-
larly after the military regime took
over in Pakistan, the attacks be-
came more desperate and were
launched deep inside the areas
held by the security forces in Ba-

full

damibagh, Bandipur, Handwara,
the Government Secretariat in
Srinagar and Jammu.

According to the sources, as
against over 6,800 incidents of
terrorist violence each year dur-
ing 1994 and 1995, the number
came down to less than 3,000 in
1998 and 1999. The sources cited
the increased flow of domestic
tourists to the Valley as an indica-
tor of things turning around dur-
ing 1998 and 1999. From just 322
tourists in 1995, the number rose
to 99,636 in 1998 and to over
1,72,000 last year.

The sources claimed that pop-
ular support to terrorist activities
had declined over the past three
years. As against 85 foreign mer-
cenaries killed in 1995, as many as
319 were killed in 1998 and in the
first 10 months of last year about
260 foreign mercenaties were
killed in the CI operations.

In the post-Kargil phase, mili-
tants and foreign mercenaries in-
filtrated from across the border,
while the troops were engaged in
firing along the LoC. The sources
said the mercenaries headed for
areas which they found were less
attended to by the security forces.
As “suicide squads’’ or “fidayen”
targeted army and para-military
camps, it was obvious that the
militants were bent on demoralis-
ing the security forces.

Eleven attacks by “suicide
squads” took place in the post-
Kargil phase in the Valley. But the
militants were feeling ‘‘demoral-
ised.” All the militants of the sui-
cide squads had been eliminated
by the security forces. ‘‘This kind
of operation will die its own
death,” the sources said.

In the Valley, nearly 3,500 mil-
itants were operating, of whom 80
per cent were mercenaries from
Afghanistan, Sudan, Yemen and
Saudi Arabia.
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~ No policy innovation
in J&K strategy "

By Harish Khare — \

NEW DELHI, JAN.18. The Prime Minister-led review of
the security scenario in Jammu and Kashmir has
expectedly led to a reaffirmation of the Vajpayee
Government'’s resolve to defeat the *‘proxy war”’, un-
leashed and sustained by Pakistan. The stress on
counter-insurgency measures, to the total exclusion
of political solution and political ideas, is the most
conspicuous outcome of the review.

That the Prime Minister himself should have pres-
ided over the review is itself revealing. [t was with
much fanfare that the stewardship of the Jammu and
Kashmir affairs was restored to the Home Ministry.
That the Jammu and Kashmir review, first since No-
vember 18, 1999, should have taken place at 7, Race
Course Road clearly indicates a realisation that Mr.
Advani has not exactly succeeded in getting the bet-
ter of the situation.

In the event the January 17 review did not produce
any policy innovation. The Army leadership did not
have its way, and the Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Ab-
dullah, will continue to preside over the “unified
command” mechanism. On his part, the Chief Min-
ister played out his “helplessness” act rather well; he
simply told the Prime Minister and his colleagues:
“Give me more funds if you want me to deliver”.
And, Mr. Vajpayee and his colleagues had no choice
but to agree to provide the State Government with
adequate funds to meet the “developmental’”’ needs
and the demands of the Government employees.

The problem for the ruling coalition at the Centre
is that it has allowed itself to be so unseemingly and
so inextricably bracketed with the National Confer-
ence regime; and, to the extent Dr. Farooq Abdullah
is seen as not commanding popular acceptance,
New Delhi is seen siding with an unpopular regime
against the people of Kashmir.

The utter dependence upon Dr. Abdullah has
drastically reduced the Central Government's op-

N

\

tions; the Centre has not been able to expand the
democratic political space in the Valley. Individuals
and forces who are pro-India but do not necessarily
believe in the Abdullah dynasty find themselves to-
tally marginalised in the Kashmiri schemes of things.
One major argument throughout 1995-96, it will be
recalled, in favour of restoration of “democratic”
rule was that an elected Government in Srinagar
would provide a buffer between New Delhi and the
alienated masses. That strategic purpose stands ne-
gated.

And because New Delhi is seen as hostile to the
non- National Conference political voices, the anti-
Abdullah and anti- Centre sentiments naturally gets
channelised by the All Party Hurriyat Conference.
Had the central leadership in the last two years dis-
played political imagination, the democratic space
in the Valley could have expanded and the doubtful
claims of Hurriyat leadership would have been ex-
posed.

Then, there is the other side to this political un-
imagination. The accent on more battalions, coun-
ter-insurgency units, additional manpower, etc.
betrays lack of strategic clarity. While these macho
noises help reassure the domestic constituency, all
this din about “extra security measures’ help Pakis-
tan sustain the notion internationally that ‘‘Kash-
mir”’ was at a flash-point, and that the international
community better force New Delhi to enter into a
dialogue.

Moreover, the “pro-active”, offensive strategy is
flawed on another count: it is not intended to make a
distinction between the foreign mercenary and the
local militant. Any blurring of the distinction could
help generate for the militants indigenous support
and sympathy. But, above all, the January 17 review
sends out signals of a leadership that has run out of
ideas. Having cranked up a militant mood during the
Kargil conflict, the Vajpayee Government is now
caught in its own rhetoric.
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HTY Correspondent
New Delhi, January 20
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THE GOVERNMENT is set to
take a major initiative in re-defin-
ing its policy on the North-Eastern
States, including Sikkim.

Besides security-related issues,
the neglect of the region in terms
of its uneven development is slated
to be discussed threadbare at a
two-day conclave convened by
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee at Shillong.

Instant decisions on some of the
long-standing issues are expected
to be taken at the high-level con-
clave, billed as the first of its kind
ever organised by the Centre.

The conference that begins
tomorrow is to be attended by
Home Minister L K Advani,
Defence Minister George

Fernandes, Finance Minister
Yashwant Sinha, Deputy
Chairman of the Planning

Commission K C Pant, besides
Governors and Chief Ministers of
the sister States, including Sikkim.

Several other dignitaries such as
Union Ministers of State for Water
Resources and Youth and Culture,
senior officials from the Ministries
of Home, Finance, Power,
Information Technology,
Commerce, Health, Civil Aviation
and Railway Board are also
expected to attend the meeting.

Official sources said that the con-
ference would specifically take up
the restructuring of the North-
Eastern Council so as to make it
broad-based with the inclusion of
Sikkim and also all the State
Governors.

A Bill on restructuring of the

decisions on N-E likely

Council that paved the way for th:
replacement of the Governors o.
the sister States with Chief
Ministers as members could not be
passed in Parliament following the-
sudden dissolution of the 12th Lok
Sabha. A fresh Bili with appropri-;
ate changes on the revamp of the ..
Council is likely to be finalised for
its later-day introduction jn:
Parliament. ;-

Among other developmenfal
issues to be take up for discussion
are financial position of the Stages
and the inter-linked implementa-
tion of the plan schemes, measures
connected with non-plan revenue
expenditure, review of the MoUs
entered into by the States con-
cerned with the Finance Ministry
and various otheéd; aspects of
employment genestiting’ schemes
and youth activities.
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J&K Govt endorses-

alltonom/yf report

~
Arun Joshi « ’\

Jammu, January 20

THE JAMMU and Kashmi
Government has again endorsed
the State Autonomy Committee
report that demands full restora-
tion of the 1952 autonomous status
to the State, which barred Centre
from any control barring the three
crucial matters of defence, com-
munications and external affairs.

The State Cabinet dwelt on the
issue of the Centre seeking State
Government's stand on the auton-
omy report that was submitted to
the Centre in April last year.

The Cabinet endorsed the report
in full and agreed with all its con-
tents that called for the restoration
of the titles of "Sadar-e-Riyasayat”
equivalent to President and
"Wazir-e-Azam" or Prime Minister
for head of the State and govern-
ment, respectively.

The report had also sought
removal of all the Central laws that
extended among other things the
jurisdiction of Election
Commission and the Supreme
Court.

The  National Conference
Government is under pressure to
forego all formalities of discussing
the report with the Centre and
pass a resolution in the Legislature
restoring greater autonomy to the
State. Chief Minister Farooq
Abdullah has resisted those pres-
sures so far even when he agrees

SN

that the time has come when the
people want results on the issue.

The Centre in its latest commu-
nication to the Jammu and
Kashmir while acknowledging the
receipt of the autonomy commit-
tee report had raised a technical
point about the State
Government's stand on the report.

According to the political
observers, it was a "clever tactic” by
the Centre to throw the ball in the
court of Jammu and Kashmir
Government.

But, as  expected, the
Government has endorsed the
report and urged the Centre to
start discussions on its contents.

The National Conference had
regained power by securing a two-
thirds majority in the Assembly
elections in 1996 on the plank of
restoration of autonomy to Jammu
and Kashmir.

The National Conference that
has ruled the State for most years
favours autonomy to the State
because of its distinct identity and
the circumstances and conditions
in which the instrument of acces-
sion was signed by last Dogra king
Maharaja Hari Singh in October
1947 following tribal invasion of
the State.

The Government had constituted
a panel to study the autonomy
aspect and make recommenda-
tions. Karan Singh, a renowned
scholar and son of Maharaja Hari
Singh headed it. /
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By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, JAN. 30. The Govern-
ment has decided to adopt
three-pronged strategy to combat
insurgency in Kashmir, based on
larger force mobilisation and pro-
active deployment.

Highly placed sources said that
a decision had been taken to in-
crease the force level, especially
in the Rajouri, Poonch, Nangi
Tekri, and Sudarbani areas, south
of the Pir Panjal ranges. Fresh in-
duction, mainly in the 16 corps
area, was partly due to stepped up
infiltration in the area. It was also
anticipated that Pakistan may
seek more engagements with the
Indian forces in this area.

But more troops may be re-
quired in some other areas in
Jammu and Kashmir. For in-
stance, a strengthened counter-
insurgency grid, now being set in

place, requires additional deploy-
ment of the Army and para-mil-
itary forces.

Besides, the “imbalance”
caused in the force level, owing to
larger post-Kargil deployment

long the Line of Control (LoC),
sulting in the presence of fewer
troops in the insurgent zones in
the valley and the Doda area is yet
to be “corrected” fully.

This apart, the Government has
decided to adopt a pro-active
posture in the counter-insurgen-
cy drive. As a result, troops are
being encouraged to seize the ini-
tiative and push militants to the
defensive. “Encounter seeking”’
which includes chasing and en-
gaging cross-border militants in
areas including the border zone is
likely to be given emphasis.

All this comes in the backdrop
of a changed threat perception,

/" Three-pronged strategy to |
combat insurgency in Kis__hmir

vis-a-vis the internal security sit-
uation in Jammu and Kashmir
where an estimated 300 hard-core
insurgents have infiltrated in this
area in the recent months.

While the Government has de
cided to alter the balance of forces
in its favour in the current round
of the counter-insurgency cam-
paign, its response to insurgency
is being constrained by two key
factors.

There is a clear perception here
that an intensified drive against
externally aided militancy should
not result in a larger conflict be-
tween India and Pakistan. Be-
sides, official circles are clear that
the application of force should be
such that Islamabad is prevented
from making political capital out
of “human rights violations” in

order to blunt the new, counter-
insurgency thrW
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¢ WRONG SIGNALS,;

"J J&K autonomy proposals mlsconcelved

HE Jammu and Kashmir government’s acceptance of
report recommending reversion to pre-1953 status show
the irresponsibility of Farooq Abdullah’s government. Any pro-
posal that seeks to dilute the role of the Centre is bound to
give the militants in Kashmir the message that government
do not have the requisite will to come down hard on them. An
elected government is in place in the state. It has been elected
under the provisions of the Constitution it is sworn to uphold.
1t follows that the state government is bound to co-operate
with the Centre in curbing the activities of militants — most
of which are sponsored by neighbouring regimes. Instead the
regime seeks to subserve selfish ends rather than the welfare
of the Kashmiri people. To achieve the twin goals of frustrat-
ing militancy and working for peace and order, the state gov-
ernment needs to focus on issues of development which has to
be central to the integration of Kashmir into the national
mainstream. This cannot happen by regressing in time. The
report which the state Cabinet has forwarded to the Centre
includes demands for the restitution of the old offices of “Sadr-
i-Riyasat” and “Wazir-e-Azam”. In symbolic terms it looks
backwards at an archaic, feudal order rather than a progres-
sive, development-oriented regime.

Askmg for the kind of autonomy that the report prepared by
GM Shah envisages represents a dangerous way of hedging
bets. On the one hand, it still looks to be with the Union of
India, thereby retaining benefits of handsome subsidies pro-
vided to the state. On the other hand, it pleads for special
autonomy which enables it to escape scrutiny of the central
government as well as the local population. Even more crucial-
ly, the proposal for autonomy will give Kashmir a special sta-
tus setting it apart from other states. This will raise questions
about its position vis-a-vis the nation-state. Pakistan will
seize the opportunity to insist that Kashmir is not integrally
part of the Indian state and intensify calls for international
mediation on the status of Kashmir. The charitable interpre-
tation of the Abdullah government’s position is that it has
failed to realise the implications of the report and sought the
easy option of populism. It still has the opportunity to clarify
its position — it will be the duty of the central government t.
impress upon the J&K government that the autonomy prop
als are misplaced and send out wrong signals to militants.
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Centre urged not to

accept

J&K Govt’s

report on autonomy

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 3

PEOPLE'S INITIATIVE on Peace
and Unity (PIPU), a newly formed
front comprising representatives
of Kashmiri Pandits and people of
Jammu and Ladakh, has asked the
Centre to "unambiguously” reject
the autonomy committee report
which was recently sent to it by the
J&K government for acceptance.

Addressing a joint press confer-
ence on Wednesday, the represen-
tatives of Panun Kashmir, Ladakh
Buddhists Association and Jammu
Joint Students' Federation which
comprise the PIPU, charged the
state government with trying to
divert public attention from burn-
ing problems by raking up the con-
tentious autonomy issue.

The PIPU has demanded reor-
ganisation of the state by carving a
separate state of Jammu, union
territory status for Ladakh and
granting a "homeland" to Kashmiri
Pandits in the Valley to be gov-
erned only by the Constitution of
India.

The PIPU demanded that the
Centre  should immediately

~ )R { »
M \~ declare the fettidg”tip of a unified

command under the Governor to
effectively combat terrorism rather
than succumbing to Dr Abdullah's
autonomy theory.

Dr Ajay Charangoo of Panun
Kashmir while opposing the
autonomy theory, felt that the
granting of autonomy to the state
will destroy the spirit of federal-
ism. He cautioned that certain
international forces acting in tan-
dem with the National Conference
were conspiring to weaken the
northern frontiers of the country
under the garb of the autonomy
theory.

Mr Rajinder Jamwal, president,
Jammu Joint Students Federation,
said that the majority of people in
the state were against the autono-
my theory as projected by Dr
Abdullah.

Mr T Samphel, president,
Ladakh Buddhists' Association,
also complained of a systematic
attempt which was underway to
change the demographic character
of Ladakh, particularly Leh dis-
trict. He alleged that conversions
of Buddhists to Islam were being
carried out in a planned manner.
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