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é‘k& ONGOING  talks
Tbe een NSCN(IM) and

the Union gevernment
(which have been going on for
the last two years) are yet to
make any real headway. “They
are still a non-starter,” said
Nagaland chief minister and
chairman of North East
Congress Co-ordination
Committee S.C. Jamir.

The chief minister, who has
been on the hit list of militants in
the state and escaped bids on his
life many times, said while
addressing the media: “If the
problem of insurgency has to be
solved, the Union government
must involve all sections of Naga
society — both the underground
and the overground, which
includes NGOs church leaders
and elected representatives.”

He said the Union government
must learn from its past mistakes
as they did not do proper ground-
work while formulating rules for a
cease-fire with NSCN(IM). That's
the reason why it has not worked
so far. They must learn from the
1964 cease-fire.

“remain a

Guwahati on Sunday

“What kind of cease-fire
arrangement is this where mili-
tants are carrying guns and involv-
ing themselves in crimes like
extortion, killings and kidnappings
but the state government has to
take action according to the law?”
asked Jamir.

When asked if the Union gov-
ernment had neglected the state

Peace talks with Naga ultras
 non-starter: Jamir

SrALE-MEET: Nagaland chief minister S.C. Jamir at a press medt in

Caroline $fngh

government while negotiating yith
NSCN(IM) he said that was notéthe
case. It was only last month fhat
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee pad
invited him and the state governor
for consultations. “We wanlénto
work like a bridge between ithe
militants and the Union govern-
ment to help bring peace to ,the
state.” '

The Economic Time.
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FROM R.VENKATARAMAN

New Delhi, May 2: The Supreme
Court. has issued notices to the
Unioh and Assam governments

| R . . .
on.a.petition seeking to strike
down the controversial Illegal Mi-
grants’ (Determination by Tri-
bunal) Act as unconstitutional.

A three-judge bench of Chief
Justice A.S. Anand and Justices
R.C. Lahoti and S.N. Vairava di-
rected filing of affidavits by the
Union and the state governments
within six weeks starting May 1.

The public interest litigation
filed by former president of the
All-Assam Students Union Sar-
banarida Sonowal contended that
the law, although applicable in all
parts of the country, has so far
been made to apply only in Assam
which itself violate Article 14 of
the Constitution that ensures
“equality before and equal appli-
cation of law”.

Former attorney-general
Ashok H. Desai arguing on the PIL
told the apex court the Foreigners
Act, 1946 should be applied in
As$ajn as it would go a long way in
de;e:‘cting and deporting illegal mi-
grantsnow settled as legal citizens
of the state. The petition sought
the rules framed under the IMDT
algp to be struck down as illegal,
ulfxa vires of the Constitution, un-
colistitutional and null and void.

g:Sonowal said sections 1(3), 4, 5,

g

ourt notice on

8(2), 8(3), 8A(2) and 14 of the IMD'N
should be struck down as they
have been ~hindering” the
process of detection and deporta-
tion of illegal foreigners living in
the state. The former AASU presi-
dent, who was also chairman of
the North East Students Organisa-
tion, said the onus of proof on the
complainant to establish that a
person was a foreigner could not
be imagined to be part of any pro-
vision inany law.

Under the IMDT, the prosecu-
tion should prove beyond doubt
that the person in question is a for-
eigner and that he is illegally liv-
ing in the state. Under the For-
eigners Act. the onus of proofis on
the accused.

The entire Assam agitation
hinged on the “foreigners issue”
and even after decades, the issue
is yet to be settled as the govern-
ments have given only lip service
to the problem, Sonowal said.

In fact, the Centre had made it
clear several times, including
through an affidavit in the
Supreme Court that the proposal
to repeal the IMDT Act was
“under active consideration” and
gave a categorical impression that
the Act had been repealed, al-
though it was not the truth,
Sonowal added. The matter will
come up for hearing in July after
the summer vacation of the apex
court.
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FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Agartala, May 4: In the first
major eruption of post-poll vio-
lence, militants of the National

Liberation Front of Tripura last
night gunned down three mem-
| bers of a tribal family owing alle-
giance to the CPM.

In a separate incident, three
government employees were ab-
ducted yesterday. Police also re-
covered the decomposed body of a
tribal youth suspected to have
been killed in Monday’s ethnic vi-
olence in Jirania police station
area. Sources said at 10 pm a
group of 10 heavily armed NLFT
militants descended on the house
oflocal CPM leader Hiron Debbar-
ma. He was sleeping inside the
thatched house along with his
family members. The militants
set the house on fire and as soon as
the terrified inmates rushed out,
they shot dead Hiron Debbarma,
45, his wife Chandramoti Debbar-
ma, 42, and son Somendra Debbar-
ma, 16 and left. The incident oc-

cufred in remote Radhanagar vil-
lage under Sidhai police station in

fficers and policemen of Sid-

separate incident yester-

day, NLFT militants abducted
three eynployees of a private elec-
trical dompany from Longtarai

temple area under Ambasa police
station of Dhalai district. Police
sources said supervisor R.P. Bhat-
tacharya, feeder mechanic Nan-
dalal Pandit and labourer Rupen
Basak had been working on high
tension 132-KV transmission lines
near Longtarai temple area. At 3
pm, a group of NLFT militants ar-
rived and abducted all the three
persons at gunpoint.

~Shortly after receiving infor-
mation, policemen of Ambasa po-
lice station led by Dhalai superin-
tendent of police T.B. Roy reached
the spot and launched combing
operations. The police recovered
the body of an unidentified tribal
youth from Hawrah river under

”TLipura rebels Kill three
post-poll violence

identified. ces said two trib-
als were killed and three others
went missing following ethnic vi-
olence in Mohanpur market area
under Jirania police station.
Interpol help sought: The state
government has asked the Union
home ministry to seek Interpol’s
help in arresting 20 Tripura mili-
tants holed up in Bangladesh.

The Union home ministry has
been requested to issue a “red cor-
ner notice” with Interpol’s help to
facilitate extradition of the mili-
tants from Bangladesh. Thirteen
of the 20 militants belong to the
NLFT while the rest are Tiger
Force activists.

Disclosing this, director-gen-
eral of police K. T. D. Singh said
the state government had infor-
mation that the militants were
camping in Bangladesh and all of
them were wanted in a number of
cases, including murder. The
rebels were alsa.involved in arms
smuggling, the PGP ~4ided.
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MULFA cadres are surrendermg ftiwne drpves’

EXPRESS FOCUS [T 7J

grip of Pakistan’s Inter-services

ﬁawkar:%em;lm}g% Tntelligence (IST), which is why

will clock fouryears and two terms in they asked the people of Assam to

office. Once the most charismatic of support the Mujahideen during

hief ministers, Mah is an em- theKargx!conﬂxct. )

battled man today. The ULFA and B Why is there an increasing

other militantt groups show no signs trend of surrenders?

of halting their bioody battle and the  There is tremendous resent-

state is fighting hard to balance its fi-  'ment brewing among the ULFA

nances. Butmasssuppomotherebel cadres, especially after people re-
groups is on the wane, Mahanta tells  jected its call to support the Mu-

SAMUDRA GUPTA KASHYAP jahideen. Most of the boys now

want to quit. Every day, district

and Assam is pozsed ra tum
magistrates, police and army offi-
OL‘ &cers receive calls from boys willing
B The ULFA has comple! to surrender. In the last week of

years of its existence. Do you see \ April itself, 532 of them came
an end to insurgency in the near \overground. A large number of
future? he 1,000-odd boys living in the
We have been repeatedly ask-  Bhutan camps too want to quit.
ing ULFA to come forward for The lower level cadres have re-
talks. The ULFA chairperson, alised that ULFA has become the
Arabinda Rajkhowa, has shown personal enterprise of Paresh
his willingness, but some leaders  Barua and a few others.
from the armed wing, especially M Some months back, you had
commander-in-chief Paresh  said that ULFA may fali in line af-
Barua, have been opposing any  ter the NSCN (IM) agreed to a
truck with the government. More-  ceasefire and the NSCN (K) ex-
over, ULFA is now totally in the  pressed its willingness for talks.

4%,

But nothing has moved since.

The ULFA has links with both
the NSCN factions. If the Centre
invites the factions for talks, the
ULFA will come around as well.
M Both you and Nagaland chief
minister SC Jamir have been de-
manding that both the NSCN fac-
tions be invited for talks, Why has
the Centre not proceeded?

The Centre has appointed the

"wrong person (former union

NDIAN EXPRESS

- £ may 20

home secretary K Padmanabha-
iah) for the job. I don’t think he
will be able to find any solution. A
person who will not seek political
mileage out of the discussions
should be appointed. Everybody
has seen that talks with. NSCN
(IM) have not progressed since
Padmanabhaiah took over from
Swaraj Kaushal.

B Why do rebel camps inside
Bhutan still exist despite the In-

dian govermjbnt’s efforts?

Though India has been press-
ing Bhutan fo evict the rebels
from its land, Bhutan does not
seem responsive. Instead, it ap-
pears to be siding ULFA, al-
though it has declared that it is
readying its army to take on the
ULFA. At this rate, it would take
Bhutan 15-20 years before it
could perform that task.

However, other countries like
Bangladesh and Myanmar seem
to be responding to our call.
Myanmar had only recently
cracked down on ULFA and
NSCN camps inside its territory.
The Bangladeshi government has
taken some steps but the opposi-
tion is totally pro-ULFA.

B Do militants still collect money
through extortion?

Extortion is on the wane. The
security forces and the police are
doing a good job. But most im-
portantly, the common man has
begun resisting extortion. In Nal-
bari, one Umesh Rabha builtupa
massive resistance movement,
even sacrificing his life in the bar-
gain.

B Is the IS] still active in Assam

even after the arrest of two of its
top functionaries last year?

My government has con-

firmed information that two Is-
lamnic groups, Muslim United Lib-
eration Front of Assam
(MULFA) and Muslim United
Liberation Tigers of Assam
(MULTA) have sent boys to Pak-
istan to be trained by the ISI.
B And what about infiltration
from Bangladesh? Jamiat chief
Maulana Asad Madani has
claimed that there is no influx.

Madani is wrong. He met me
during his recent visit to Guwa-
hati, where I handed him facts
and figures about infiltration.
Bangladeshis have become a
problem even in Calcutta, Delhi
and Mumbai.
® Madani also complained that
you want the IMDT Act to be
scrapped in order to harass reli-
gious minorities.

The IMDT Act is a hurdle in
identifying infiltrators. Our gov-
ernment has recommended its
scrapping and the Centre too
agrees with us. The Supreme
Court has also taken up the mat-
ter. It is only the Congress that

Extortion is on the
wane. The security
forces and the police
are doing a good job.
But most impor-
tantly, the common
man has begun re-
sisting extortion.

wants it in place. The Congress
brand of politics has always
sought to create confusion over
minorities and infiltrators. You
will be surprised to know that
while the Assam Pradesh Con-
gress Committee wants the act to
stay, the Northeast Congress Co-
ordination Committee wants it
scrapped. T have stated in a meet-
ing organised by the Jamiat that
IMDT or no IMDT, our govern-
ment has not harassed any gen-
uine Indian Muslim.

M You recently accused a section
of the press of inciting the mili-
tants.

This is a fact. Some newspa-
pers have been glorifying the acts
of militants. This is not just ynfair;
it amounts to aiding and abetting
anti-national elements. The press

should be more respor;
highlight the common. r;?;i,e Salr;s
creasing opposition to iyl itancy.
B The state’s finances gre, in doRt
drums. You have not bee,,  able to
pay employees on K
The annual salar bl]
shot up from Rs 2, 181 ¢ JTSO:_]: ‘1’3
1996-97to Rs 4. 264cr0r=14ﬂ 1999-
2000. But payments hy © been
delayed only be a few Gy ¢ o ry
month. Every state is facsg ‘similar
problems. We are askingl \, ~on
tre tobail us out.
B Is that why you have
abolishing government po ., o
The government is over-
statfed. We are not throw,, g out
employees, only abolishin; g posts
which have been lying vac_ - ¢
years.
B What about unemplo
and the rural economy? yment
Educated youth must ...
self-employment. The g( . -
ment does not have any mot, e jobs
to offer.
Agricultural schemes lik, ¢he
installation of one lakh sh;
tube wells and one lakh p_..
tillers have generated tre ..
dous response. The agri
output has gone up, and boy,
increasingly returning to vili ages
to take up cultivation. Even sur-
rendered militants are takulg to
agriculture.



6 OREIGN MATTE

protracted controversy in Assam politics. A three-

judge bench of the apex court has recently isgued
notices to the Union and Assam governments asking for .
therepeal of the Illegal Migrants (Determination by
bunal) Act. This is in response to a public interest litiga-
tion filed by the former president of the All Assam Stu-
dents’ Union, Mr Sarbananda Sonowal, against the un-
constitutional enforcement of the act only in Assam,
even when it is applicable everywhere in the country.
The Supreme Court has now given six weeks, from May
1, to the Union and state governments for filing affidavits
repealing the IM(DT) Act. It has also been recommended
to the court that the act should be substituted by the For-
eigners Act of 1946 in Assam.

The central issue here is the facilitation of the
processes of identifying and deporting “foreigners” or il-
legal aliens in the state— a concern that has been central
to its politics since the beginnings of the “Assam move-
ment” in 1979. The IM(DT) Act puts the onus of provinga
person’s foreignness on the prosecution, whereas the
recommended Foreigners Act puts this onus on the ac-
cused. Assam is therefore eager to weed out illegal mi-
grants with a law that opposes the Anglo-Saxon principle
of jurisprudence by which a person is innocent unless
proven guilty. Constitutionally, Indian citizenship laws
are under the Central government’s jurisdiction. The
IM(DT) Act was passed by Parliament in 1983, when
Assam was largely unrepresented in the house as a re-
sult of an election boycott. This made it extremely diffi-
cult, unwieldy and expensive, if not technically impossi-
ble, to prove that someone was an illegal alien in Assam,
reinforced by the ambivalence of pan-Indian political
parties on the issue. Since then, the IM(DT) Act has been
a source of frustration for supporters of the Assam agi-
tation and, more recently, for those who link the rise of
insurgency in the state with the infiux of aliens from
across the Bangladesh border. Although the number of
illegal migrants actually deported under the act has
been ridiculously low compared to the estimated num-
ber of infiltrators settled in the state, the act has often
been deployed in votebank politics by both the Asom
Gana Parishad and the Congress in relation to the in-
digenous Muslim population. Migration across the bor-
ders will continue to be an inevitable and uncontrollable
human reality in Assam, largely dictated by local eco-
nomic conditions. Although the Supreme Court’s pres-
sure might put an end to a long political dispute in the
state, there is no guarantee that this legal measure will
make the problem of identifying “foreigners”, who share
the language and physiognomy of the legal citizens, any
less insurmountable in the absence of more fundamen-
tal economic solutions.

The Supreme Court has recently attempteg to

YHC TELLGRAPE
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FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT\

Agartala, May 6: Six persons, in-
cluding three minors, were
abducted and two militant collab-
orators arrested in separate inci-
dents in the state during the past
24 hours.

In retaliation, irate non-tribals
attacked a nearby tribal settle-
ment and gutted 30 houses.

Three farmers, Anil Pal (60),
Gopal Pal (45) and Gouranga Pal
(12), of Amar colony under
Kalyanpur police station were
kidnapped by All-Tripura Tiger
force militants yesterday when
they were tending their cowson a
hilly tract.

Infuriated by the abduction,
residents of the colony invaded
the nearby Kobra Para tribal
village and set ablaze at least 30
houses.

Tripura State Rifles (TSR)
jawans were later deployed to
restore normalcy.

In a separate incident, a group
of suspected NLFT militants
barged into the house of Rakhal

/R/ebels abduct
Six in Tnpura

M umder i remote East
Charakbai vﬂla in South

ra last night ‘and abducted
Mazumder’s children Ranjit (7)
and Saraswati (9), both primary
school students. The militants
then broke into another non-tribal
house and kidnapped at gunpoint
Subal Nama (8).

Police, however, made a break-
through by arresting two leading
militant collaborators Jitendra
Reang(26) and Jatindra Reang (27)
from remote S.K. Para village in
Dhalai district last night.

Traders released

Militants have released two
traders abducted from Cachar dis-
trict on April 25, reports our
Silchar correspondent.

Madan Gopal Saha and Sudip
Sarkar were held as hostages in
the National Council of Nagalim
(Isak-Muivah) and the People’s
United Liberation Front hideouts
in Tamenglong district of
Manipur.

It was not known whether any
ransom was paid for their release.

o
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. DELHI CAN WAIT 3

%\ Naga sttuation is complicated eno@h

THE ak-Muivah faction of the National Socialist Council
of Nagalim does not recognise any other group. Its silence
over the Centre’s reported decision to sign a ceasefire accord
with the Khaplang group indicates displeasure. That the truce
is yet to be formalised also suggests that Delhi is cautious.
The proposal for talks with Khaplang came from Nagaland
chief minister SC Jamir, who has often been accused by
NSCN-IM leaders of helping the rival group. Coming at a time
when NSCN general secretary Th Muivah is in a Thai jail, any
move by Delhi would be a minor coup. The group is unable to
find a replacement for Muivah to resume talks. Delhi has
shown remarkable patience for three years and its waiting till
Muivah’s release next January will make little difference.
This will also ease the group’s discomfiture. The ceasefire,
which expires on 31 July, can be extended. Delhi obviously is
on difficult ground but it might have to take a firm stand soon
on whether it would like to hold separate talks or talk to all
warring groups together. The Naga National Council cannot
be ignored. Its two factions are headed by Phizo’s daughter
and M Kent, respectively. The sore point is that no one group
enjoys the popular support of all Nagas. The priority is to end
the fratricidal killings indulged in by both NSCN factions.

Jamir’s recent remark that the Nagas of Nagaland sh&‘kk
decide the fate of the state adds to the problem. This is obvi-
ously directed at Muivah suggesting that, being a Tangkhul
Naga from Manipur, he has no locus standi in the matter. If
this is the case, then Khaplang, a Hemi Naga from Myanmar,
should also be excluded. Only chairman Isak Chishi Swu, a
Sema from Nagaland, then, is the true representative of the
Nagas. All concerned must avoid precipitating the situation.
One needs to remember that after Phizo left the country in the
late fifties the mantle fell on Muivah, who has identified him-
self with Naga nationalism from the outset.
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FROM ANIRBAN ROY

Shillong, M 8: Meghalaya
chief ministey E.K. Mawlong and
his Assam gbunterpart Prafulla
Kumar Mahanta will make a joint
visit to tWe “disputed” border
areas of the two states on Thurs-
day to rebolve the 27-year-old im-

. But the visit was
helved after the
Northeast chief minis-
ters’ conference was
postponed.

“Both the chief min-
isters will visit Khan-
duli and its nearby
areas and try to resolve
the issue,” Meghalaya
chief secretary J.P.

The two chief ministers, after
their first meeting in Guwahati on
March 15, had agreed to resolve
the border imbroglio through
“mutual co-operation” and had
decided to jointly visit the disput-
ed areas to bring an end to the de-
bate at the earliest.

Singh said the records avail-
able with the state revenue de-
partment and Blocks I and II have
“always” been under Jaintia Hills

trict of Meghalaya and were
\‘temporarily”
ssam.

transferred to

Singh met his Assam counter- !
P.K.Boraon April 13at Khan- -

du\i to discuss the boundary
issue. While both the chief minis-
ters are trying to resolve the dis-
pute, the Khasi Hills Autonomous
District Council has expressed
“great concern” over
the arbitrary move of
the Assam police to dis-
mantle two toll gates
near Guwahati on
April 19.

In addition to dis-
mantling the two
KHADC gates at
Maikhuli and Bara-
pethar, it has also al-
leged that Assam po-
licemen had destroyed
another checkgate of
the Syiem of Mylliem.
The district council
complained that both

Singh told The Tele- the checkgates were in
graph this morning. “If Meghalaya and the
the weather permits, Assam police had over-
both chief ministers Mahantatop)  gienpeq their jurisdic-
may also visit some dis- ~ Mawlong:Joint ;50" ho qismantling
puted areas in Ri Bhoi endeavour the gates.

district.” Mawlong had also

taken up the checkgate issue dur-
ing his meeting with Mahanta in
Guwahati on April 22 and both the
chief ministers had decided to re-
solve the crisis “amicably.”

Tight security arrangements
are being made at Khanduli for
the proposed visit of the chief min-
isters. Sources in the state secre-
tariat said all arrangements have
also been made for the landing of
helicopters.
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NEW DELHi, MAY 8. The Government
today ruled out the possibility of
giving up the nuclear weaporns
programme and joining the Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty
{NPT). In a suo motu statement in
both the Houses of Parliament,
the External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, declared that the
“the NPT community needs to
understand that India cannot join
the NPT as a non-nuclear weapon
state”.

India’s strong assertion comes
amidst the on-going NPT Review
Conference at the United Nations
in New York. The five NPT nuclear
weapon states have insisted at the
Conference that they will not ac-
cept India as a nuclear weapon

. state under the treaty.

Responding to that statement,

. Mr. Singh was in effect telling the
. international community that it

was legal fiction to pretend that
India was not a nuclear weapons
state under the NPT rules. India,
he said, was in betier compliance
with the obligations of nuclear
weapon staips“under the NPT.

aswant rules out

“\) ’ \By C. Raja Mohan (?/ 1\ ;‘;

“Though not a party to [&

assisting other countries from
making nuclear weapons.

In claiming that India’s record
on this front as “impeccable”, Mr.
Singh was indirectly criticising
China and the West for assisting
the clandestine nuclear weapon
programme of Pakistan. The nu-
clear weapon states party to the
NPT, Mr. Singh said, “have either
been active collaborators of or si-
lent spectators to continuing pro-
liferation”. On the special
obligation of nuclear weapon
states under article VI of the NPT
to work for effective nuclear dis-
armament, Mr.Singh said “India
today is the only nuclear weapon
state that remains committed to
commencing negotiations for a
Nuclear Weapons Convention in
order to bring about a nuclear-
weapon-free-world’.

At the same time Mr. Singh
sought to correct the internation-

oining NPT

al misperception that india’s po-
sition  on  nuclear  matters
amounted to “all or nothing”. He
pointed to New Delhi’s nuclear
restraint and its readiness to
abide by a range of interim steps
that would pave the way for total
abolition of nuclear weapons. le
referred to India’s commitment to
the principle of no-first-use of nu-
clear weapons, and its proposais
to reduce nuclear danger world-
wide by “de-alerting” nuclear ar-
senals.

Recognising the fact that the
NPT today had near-universal
membership, the Minister did not
indulge in the usual tirade against
the treaty. His criticism was mea-
sured and factual. He was also re-
aching out to the ncn-nuclear
states party to the NPT by point-
ing out that India was in empathy
with their demands at the Review
Conference. Unlike the other nu-
clear weapon states, Mr. Singh
pointed out India was ready to
support nuclear weapon-free
zones in other regions, and was
willing to give unconditional as-
surances that it would not be the
first to use nuclear weapons.



ETripura, theYrun up to the recent Tripura Tribal
Area Autonomous District Council elections has been
consistently violent. The endless rehearsal of mas-
sacres, abductions, torture, arson and extortion has per-
sisted through the polls and is now going through its
abated post-poll phase. The Indigenous People’s Front of
Tripura has emerged triumphant, dramatically ousting
the Left Front which has been in power since 1978, win-
ning every council election so far by a comfortable ma-
jority. This catastrophic electoral displacement marks
the reinstatement of a particularly alarming form of in-
digenized politics in Tripura. The entire course of the
elections has been determined by the concertedly vio-
lent coercive tactics of the National Liberation Front of
Tripura, a banned organization of tribal militants wide-
ly believed to be backing the IPFT.

The history of ethnic discord between indigenous
tribals and immigrant nontribals in Tripura finds its
focus in the status of the Autonomous District Council it-
self, a product of vested political interests right from its
inception. Created by the Left Front in 1982 along a con-
voluted legislative route in order to secure tribal inter-
ests, its formation in Tripura endorsed an already exist-
ing ethnic schism caused by the reservation of three
fourths of the state’s territory for only a quarter of its
population. This was further heightened by the 1993
peace accord between the Left Front and the All Tripura
Tribal Front, by which the number of seats in the coun-
cil reserved for nontribals was reduced from seven to
three. Since the formation of the autonomous council,
the percentage of nontribals in the state has fallen from
31 to 23. The initiatives of the Left Front are therefore
tied up with the origins of the move towards tribal au-
tonomy in Tripura. From 1982 to 1995. when the council
elections were last held, the Left Front has consistently
retained its majority in the council. Therefore, its recent
ouster indicates a complete change in these perceived al-
legiances. The rejection of the Left Front establishes a
total severing of its identification with the tribal inter-
est, as perceived by the militant tribal hegemony control-
ling the polls. The Left Front is now quite definitively
identified with the interests of the nontribal minority.
More specifically, like elsewhere in the Northeast, the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) is now associated
with the Bengali interest in the indigenous conscious-
ness and is therefore perceived as inimical to tribal au-
tonomy. This is, of course, compounded with the Left
Front’s persistent failure to negotiate, bilaterally with
the Centre, any sort of understanding with a single ex-
tremist tribal outfit in the state. The instatement of a
party backed by such a triumphantly violent outfit in a
state, whose economy and civil society are in a shainbles.
raises profoundly disturbing questions regarding the
quality of the autonomy it may have achieved in the
process.
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WOULD be too ;l istic to attribu e‘the humiliatin; defeat

f the Left Front in the Tripura Tribal Areas Autoiomous

istrict Council (TT. C) elections to the new energing

olarisation in West Bengal politics. Its defeat at the hads of
he newly formed Indigendus People’s Front of Tripura {PFT)

s the result of a combination of factors which include the:vents

n West Bengal. The ruling Left Front, which held swa' over
tribal voters since the inception of the Council in 1982, his suf-
fered its worst defeat. A party which bagged all but one sat in
the last District Council poll in 1995, could save only 10 ieats.
The ruling party can ignore the warning signals at its own jeril.

Several factors account for the Left Front’s rout. First, therul-
ing party failed to improve the law and order situation. While
Nagaland and Manipur witnessed a marked improvement it the
law and order situation following a dialogue with Naga miliants
and Assam enjoyed relative peace, Tripura experienced jusithe
opposite. The past two years witnessed a series of vident
attacks against non-tribals, mostly Bengali migrants. Second,
the Left Front tried every trick in its bag to retain its supoort
base among the tribals, including the demand to introduce ixner
line permits in the ADC areas. However, the ruling party faled
to improve the plight of the tribals. Finally, the decision ofthe
Tripura Upajati Juba Samity, the Trinamool Congress, the BJP
and the Janata Dal to stay out of elections forced a straight fight
between the Left Front and the IPFT. This proved costly for the
Left Front.

Both the CPI(M) and the Congress have sought to exploit the
divide between tribals and non-tribals for narrow political gains.
The extremist outfits in the state have been cultivated by all
major parties. If the All Tripura Tiger Force (ATTF) had the
blessings of the CPI(M), which targeted primarily TUJS work-
ers, the TUJS has now used the National Liberation Front of
Tripura (NLFT) to outmanoeuvre the Left Front. The NLFT
extremists openly backed the IPFT candidates. The patronage
given to the extremist groups and the rigging culture which it
brought to Tripura have boomeranged on the Left Front. The
erosion in the Left Front’s support base has hardly helped the
Congress which drew a blank. If the Left Front has been paid in
its own coin, it has only itself to blame.
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'Prepdre for

talks with
militants’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

W DELHI, May 10. —
iterating its commitment to
estoring normalcy in the
region, the Centre has report-
edly asked the chief ministers
of the seven north-eastern
states to create a congenial
atmosphere before initiating
talks with the underground
outfits.

The Centre has reportedly
asked the chief ministers to
establish contacts with the
leaders of insurgent organisa-
tions and prepare for holding
early talks.

The chief ministers will meet
in Shillong on Friday to evolve
a common strategy for the
region’s socio-economic devel-
opment. The Tripura chief min-
ister, Mr Manik Sarkar, left for
Shillong today.

Highly placed home ministry
sources said the Union home
minister and other senior offi-
cials, including the home secre-
tary, Mr Kamal Pande, have
asked the chief ministers to
evolve a common strategy for
combating insurgency and
holding talks with the mili-
tants within the parameters
drawn by the Centre.

Sources said the chief minis-
ters are expected to meet the
Prime Minister and Mr LK
Advani early next month.

Last week, some Tripura
leaders who met Mr Advani,
demanded the “strict imple-
mentation” of socio-economic

programmes initiated by the
Centre some time ago.

“The Centre is trying to per-
suade the insurgents to stop
their activities. But only the
Bodo Liberation Tigers have
suspended operations against
the Army, paramilitary forces
and the police,” sources said,
adding that “no other organisa-
tion has come forward for talks
within the Centrally stipulated
parameters.”

Ministry sources said of the
31 main extremist and terror-
ist organisations, eight operate
in the North-east. They are:
United Liberation Front of
Assam, National Democratic
Front of Bodoland, National
Liberation Front of Tripura,
All Tripura Tiger Force,
National Socialist Council of
Nagalim, Manipur People’s
Liberation Front, United
National Liberation Front and
People’s Liberation Army.

Tripura’s ruling Left Front
has in a statement expressed
its anxieties over the mounting
incidents of post poll violence
in the state.

NLFT insurgents in particu-
lar, the statement said, were
trying to harm the supporters
and activists of the ruling
front.

Extremists have killed at
least four party members and
activists in the hill areas.
Many have also been injured
and the houses of CPI-M sup-
porters torched, the front
alleged.
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AGARTALA, May 11. — The
Bharat bandh, called by the
National Forum of Mass
Organisations, today evoked a
mixed response in the North-
east.

The strike against “anti-peo-
ple measures” of the BJP-led
government paralysed life in
Tripura, Assam and Manipur,
but evoked no response in
Nagaland and Sikkim.

In Tripura the bandh was
peaceful but total. Shops, mar-
kets and commercial establish-
ments remained closed in
Agartala and its outskirts.
Vehicles went off the roads all
over the state.

Attendance in state and cen-
tral government offices, corpo-
rations, banks and financial
institutions was almost nil.
The Tripura university, col-
leges and other educational
institutions wore a deserted
look in the state.

Private and state transport
did not ply. Indian Airlines
flights between Calcutta and
Agartala were earlier can-
celled,

A forum of employees, work-
ers, teachers and bank and cor-
poration employees launched a
campaign throughout the state
over the past 10 days to make

ORISSA STRIKE

BHUBANESWAR , May 11.
— Life was paralysed in
many parts of Orissa follow-
ing the Bharat bandh today.
Road and rail transport was
affected. As many as 1619
trade union activists and left
party members were arrested
and later released. The
bandh was peaceful. Most
educational institutions and
business establishments
remained closed. — SNS

the bandh a success.

Assam: Guwahati wore a
deserted look as most vehicles
went off the roads and atten-
dance in the government and
public sector organisations was
thin, adds UNI. Shops and busi-
ness establishments remained
closed and air and rail services
were suspended. All the finan-
cial institutions, including the
banks, were also closed.

The ruling four-party alliance
— AGP, CPI, CPI-M and UPPA
— had extended support to the
strike. A number of trade
unions in the state had
expressed their solidarity with
the bandh.

Nagaland: In Nagaland, the
nation-wide strike evoked no
response. All offices of the cen-

rth-east /

tral and state government
functioned as usual and educa-
tional institutions were open
throughout the state. There
was no disruption in vehicular
movement.

In Dimapur flights did not
operate but the trains were
running normally. All branches
of the SBI were open, but
branches of other banks
remained closed because of a
strike called by some bank
unions.

The Nagaland branch of the
All India Telecom Employees’
Union participated in the
strike.

Sikkim: Sikkim remained
largely unaffected by the
nation-wide general strike. All
state government institutions,
schools and business establish-
ments were open and move-
ment of vehicles was normal,
adds PTI. Almost all central
government offices functioned
as usual.

Manipur: Life was, however,
disrupted in Manipur. Reports
from district headquarters said
shops, markets, business estab-
lishments and educational
institutions remained closed.

Attendance in both state and
central government offices was
thin while nationalised banks
in the state failed to transact
any business.
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Ethnic

in Mizora

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Silchar, May 11: Mizoram is
bracing for a possible ethnic flare-
up between Mizos and minority
Reang or Bru tribals as a fallout of
the 25-day long hostage crisis.

Three Mizos, a teacher and two
public health engineering depart-
ment officials, were abducted by
insurgents of the Bru National
Liberation Front on April 15.
Though Lalnunfela, the teacher,
was freed from a BNLF hideout in
southwest Bangladesh last week,
the other two are still in rebel cus-
tody.

The abduction was probably in
retaliation to the kidnapping of
six Neepco engineers from the
hydel power plant site at
Bilkhawtlir in Mizoram on March
31. The Naga militants and the
Hmar People’s Conference, hold-
ing the six men captive some-
where in Manipur, have demand-
ed Rs 1 crore ransom for their re-
lease. The authorities at Neepco,
headquartered at Shillong, are yet
to respond. A new Mizo outfit, the
Mizo Protection Force, has added
fuel to fire by setting May 12 as a
“firm” deadline for the release of

- the six Neepco employees. Other-

wise, it has threatened to slap

tension

)~

\ W}
“quit notices” to Reangs ljving in
northwestern Mizoram.

Mizoram chief secretary H.V.
Lalhinga today said the govern-
ment is aware of brewing ethnic
tension. He said the government
has already drawn up plans to pre-
vent any flare-up.

He told The Telegraph over
phone from Aizawl this morning
that personnel of the Mizoram
Armed Police, Assam Rifles and
BSF have been deployed in the
vulnerable areas in northwestern
Mizoram and along its border
with Bangladesh. The chief secre-
tary said the border areas in
Mamit district, a Reang strong-
hold, has been divided into three
“security zones”, led by senior
magistrates.

The chief secretary said the
three church leaders, sent to nego-
tiate the release of the two Mizo
hostages, are likely to meet the
BNLF militants at Zomuang
Thlang, a Mizo border village near
Tuipuibari either today or early
tomorrow. He, however, ruled out
payment of Rs 50 lakh ransom de-
manded by the rebels.

The pastors include a Reang
clergyman, A K. Dawi, a Synod co-
ordinator Lalramthara and
Lalsawma.
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_Joint N-F,
| secretariat

- propoge

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

‘Shillong, May 12: Meghalaya
chief minister E.K. Mawlong has
suggested constitution of a “per-
manent forum”, including a secre-
tariat of chief ministers of the
Northeast, to ensure implementa-
tion of the Centre’s development
packages for the Northeast.
., Addressing a meeting of chief
‘ministers of the Northeast here
today, Mawlong said ajoint forum
would also strengthen regional
unity. “Once such a secretariat is
constituted, we will be able to
jointly take up various issues with
the Centre,” he said.

The Meghalaya chief minister
also made a case for reconstitu-
tion of the North Eastern Council,’
saying that further delay in doing
so would affect several projects
undertaken by the organisation.

Referring to the law and order
situation in the Northeast, Maw-
long said the insurgency-ravaged
states should evolve a joint strate-
gy to keep militant outfits in
check. “The success of our efforts
to combat militancy depends on
the level of coordination between
us,” he said. Mawlong also
stressed the importance of shar-
ing intelligence information.

The chief minister said there
were several other areas where
the northeastern states could col-
laborate. He said the ban on the
timber trade was an issue the gov-
ernments of the Northeast could
jointly take up with the Supreme
Court.

“The recently-revised criteria
for supply of subsidised rice and
wheat, establishment of a regional
institute of management and
upgradation of the Indian Council
for Agricultural Research at
Umiam are other issues we can
jointly raise,” Mawlong said.

Tripura chief minister Manik

i Sarkar said two of the major is-

{ sues in the Northeast were lack of

! employment opportunities for

{ youth and inadequate infrastruc-
ture.

“Unless the basic needs of the
egion are fulfilled, the sinister de-
igns of divisive forces will contin-
e to succeed. This is why today’s |
neeting assumes importance. We
ave to jointly pressure the Cen-
tfe intoregarding our problems as
tional issues,” he said. -

Echoing Sarkar’s views, Naga- THE T ELEGR APH

d chief minister S.C. Jamir

sdid the Centre should realise that

militancy and the region’s eco-
ic backwardness were inter-

ed. i

A
Arunachal Pradesh chief min- | v MAY 2 !m

ister Mukut Mithi said today’s
conterence was a step in the right
dirpction. “This is the first time
thak we, the chief ministers of the
Noftheast, have come together to
discuss our common problems. I
am sure the Centre will be forced
tolisten if we speak in one voice,” (
he said.

Ransom deadline

The Bru National Liberation
Front has extended the deadline
for payment of ransom for the two
government employees it is keep-
ing as hostage, reports UNL.
Official sources said the dead-
line was extended from May 13 to
May 15 following a breakthrough
in the negotiations between the
militants and the Church leaders
at Zumuanthlang last night. The
militants agreed to call in their se-
nior leaders from Bangladesh on
the request of the Church leaders
negotiating on behalf of the Mizo-
ram government. A senior home
department official claimed that ||
the Border Security Force has
been requested not to arrest any
BNLF leader entering from the
Bangladesh side for negotiations. -

S
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NSCN abetting
infiltration 1nt0

Nagaland:

FROM ANIRBAN ROY ( \

Shillong, May 14: Nagaland
chief minister S.C. Jamir has al-
leged that the National Socialist
. Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah)
has been “abetting” infiltration in
Nagaland for better contacts in
Bangladesh.

Jamir, who was here to attend
the northeastern chief ministers’
meet, told The Telegraph that in-
filtration has now become an addi-
tional problem for the trouble-
torn state.

“The infiltration

n.‘!‘“i""“
Bangladesh Thysié the paradesof
insurgency in the Northeast;¥. the

chief minister sa{d. R
According to ir, the NSCN
has been “helpink” other fratéy-

nal organisations\like the-Myn-
niewtrep National Libersticn
Council, the A’chik NationalVal-
unteer Council (ANVC) and-ihe
National Democratic Fromt:tof
Boroland “only to make ‘their
movement easier in the regidn.’/,
“If they are close to the Meghm-
laya outfit, they can easily usethe
state as a corridor for entr# into
Bangladesh,” <rthe

problem can now be
termed as a demo-
graphicinvasion and
will disturb the deli-
cate ethnic balance
of the state,” the
chief minister said.
Despite the violence
and killings, Naga-
land has witnessed a
steady - infiltration
over the past few
years.

The Naga rebels
have been using
Bangladesh as a safe haven since
the beginning. But over the past
decade, Naga leaders have been
using the Kathmandu Interna-
tional airport to fly out of the re-
gion. Jamir agreed that many “in.
filtrators” from Bangladesh were
trying to settle down in the state
by marrying local girls. “This will
change the demographic pattern
of the state,” he said.

“A similar thing has happened
in Assam. The Ulfa, which was
floated to safeguard the rights and
culture of the indigenous people of
the state, is now operating from

Jamir: Grappling with
fresh crisis

chief ministensaid,
adding that theNaga
insurgents rhave
been traditiorally
using Dawki ascan
“entry point o
Bangladesh. w4
Jamir demarsisd
that the Gemire
should treat -thie
problem as a politi-
cal issue and reseive
it politically. “Ewven
at the chief miris-
ters’ conferencesi]
said the Centre was treating.the
insurgency problem in the Nerth-
east as a law and order problemn;”
he said. ENETE
“The central :leadership
should understand the problem,”
the chief minister said, adiing
that there was a need for a podifi-
cal approach to resolve theim-
broglio. AN
Wage hike: Arunachal Pradegh
government has proposed tesim-
crease the minimum daily wage
for labourers from the existing Ré
35.60 to Rs 58 per day — up by
around 70 per cent, reports PTI.
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For the Left Front, a stark message

ESULTS of the Tripura Tribal Autonomous District

Council elections indicate a major erosion in Marxist influ-
ence in traditional strongholds. The Left Front managed just
10 of 28 elective seats in the 30-member ADC compared to 27
in 1995, Non-performance is the reason. Despite the Marxists’
strength in rural bases and an overwhelming majority in the
ADC, tribals have always suffered at the hands of security
forces, insurgents and Bengali chauvinism and have been dri-
ven from the marketplace. Not only have the Marxists been
unable to check growing insurgency they have no answer to
why rebels are more active in Khowai district, a red bastion.
The Congress central command fielded candidates at the last
moment; as in 1995, it drew a blank, since it has no influence
in the hills. It is doubtful if the Opposition alliance — the
BJP, Trinamul, Tripura Upajati Juba Samity and JD(U) —
would have done better. The anti-Communist tribal organisa-
tion, the TUJS, once an influential electoral partner of the
Congress, is also losing support in the hills.

It would be an understatement to say that this poor show is
the result of pre-poll violence unleashed by the National
Liberation Front of Tripura which backed the newly-formed
Indigenous People’s Front of Tripura. The rebels threatened
other parties but did not hinder campaigning by Left Front
constituents. The IPFT, comprising the Tripura Hills People’s
Party, Tripura Tribal National Conference, Tripura Tribal
Students Federation and the Tripura Upajati Karmachari
Samity, has won an overwhelming majority. But it is not clear
whether it will be able to persuade the NLFT to give up vio-
lence. Devoid of ideology and leadership, the IPFT is unlikely
to bring about any qualitative changes. On the contrary, the
chances of heightened animosity with non-tribals is possible if
the party wants to evict immigrant settlers. The implications
of the poll outcome should not be lost on the government.

THE STATESHAN
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bLSCT\I keen on res\um/g talks

- Naga

e
.

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Kohima, May 15: The National
Socialjst Council of Nagalim(Isak-
Muivah) has, in an open letter,
the people to help expedite
respmption of peace talks for a
lagting solution to the decades-old
ga political problem.

el

also have a stake in the peace
process and should ask their gov-
ernment to be more transparent,”
the underground organisation
said. The talks were stalled follow-
ing the imprisonment of NSCN(I-
M) general secretary Thuingaleng
Muivah in Thailand in January
this year.

The appeal comes on the heels
of similar efforts initiated by the
Naga Peoples’ Movement of
Human Rights. The human rights
* body, in its last conference, re-
. solved that it was pertinent to ex-
- plain to the people about the “tra-
ditional rights” of the Nagas.

Charging the Centre with “in
sincerity” towards resolving the
issue through peace talks, the
NSCN(I-M) said, “We do not know
why Indian officials have shown
scant respect for the ceasefire and
the peace process, but we would
like the people to know about the
real hurdles in the way of an hon-
ourable and peaceful solution to
the Indo-Naga political conflict”.

Reiterating its commitment to-
wards a peaceful solution, the
NSCN(I-M) said, “We believe that
the solution lies in a political
process and not in armed con-
frontation,” the open letter said.

The ceasefire between the Cen-
tre and the NSCN(I-M), which
came into effect in 1997, expires in
July. However, the Centre has not
been sincere in its efforts to stand
by its commitment for a peaceful
solution to the conflict, the outfit
alleged, adding that home min-
istry officials, intelligence bureau
and security forces have shown
scant regard for the current peace
process.

Stating that there was “total
insincerity” on part of the officials
involved in the negotiation, the
NSCN(I-M) said even the Prime
Minister’s emissary had no “real

i
|
|
!
[
i
|
|
§
i
i

i
i
i
i

seeks public
CO-oper tion

“We believe that the people -

outfit

\\0

power” to negotiate because intel-
ligence agencies and Assam Rifles
“constantly undermined” the au-
thority of the emissary.

It also alleged that in the mid-
dle of the peace process, the intelli-
gence agencies got the Thai au-
thorities to arrest Muivah by
“spreading false information,”
which seriously jeopardised “our
faith” in the sincerity of New Del-
hi’'s commitment towards a just
solution.

The NSCN(I-M) also identified
Nagaland chief minister S. C.
Jamir as “one of the greatest ob-
stacles” in the peace process, say-
ing he along with the Governor
and the Assam Rifles closed down
the monitoring cell office at Dima-
pur without the consent of Cease-
fire Monitoring Group set up by
the Centre.

“Most Indians do not know
much about the peace process and
Grinder Muivah. He is not a mem-
ber of our organisation but he rep-
resents the Centre’s interests,”
the NSCN(I-M) said.

BJP flays Jamir

With the BJP consolidating base
in Christian-dominated Naga-
land, its national secretary in-
charge of five northeastern border
states, P.B. Acharya has mounted
a tirade against Nagaland chief
minister S.C. Jamir saying the
biggest-ever lottery scam in the
state was masterminded by the
chief minister, adds our Imphal
correspondent.

The Supreme Court recently
passed an order on the Nagaland
lottery scam saying the full
amount siphoned by the “agents”
should be recovered and deposit-
ed in the state exchequer.

In a memorandum to Naga-
land Governor O.P. Sharma,
Acharya and other state level BJP
leaders alleged that the S.C. Jamir
government was not making any
attempt to recover the amount
from M/S Associates, the naga-
land state lottery agents.

BJP’s entry has widened the
ambit of politics in Nagaland. Ear-
lier, the Congress and the Naga
National Council were the key i
players in Nagaland politics. / |
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0 ransom paid, says govt

" Bru militants
release two

Mizoh

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Silchar, May 16: The Bru Na-
tional Liberation Front (BNLF)
today released two Mizo officials
after keeping them in captivity for
over amonth.

Mizoram home minister
Tawnluia said the two captives —
junior engineer Lalchhanhima
and section officer Jolly Lalawm-
liana, both employees of the state
public health engineering depart-
ment - were received at the New
Kawnpui village along the Mizo-
ram-Tripura border by the state
police this morning.

Detailed programmes for the
official reception of the released
duo would be chalked out by the
five-member committee of minis-
ters on security and related mat-
ters, he said.

He expressed gratitude to the
three church leaders — Rev. Lal-
sawma, Rev. A K. Dawi and Lal-
ramthanga — who managed to
persuade the Bru outfit.

The thrde-member team of
Church leaders held two rounds
of talks with;the BNLF. While the
first round failed to make head-
way, the second round proved
successful.

The finalfround of talks was
held at Zomung Tblang, 180 km
northwest of' Aizawl on the Indo-
Bangladesh border yesterday.

Sources- in Aizawl said the
rebel leaders agreed to set the cap-
tives free despite being told by the
Church elders that no ransom
would be paid by the government.
The BNLF had demgnded Rs 50
lakh as ransom.

However, it ¢afild not be ascer-
tained wheth®r any accord on
bilateral satters between the

GV oS
oste@?s

state government and the BNLF
has been signed.

It is also not clear if any
groundwork had been laid be-
tween the religious leaders and
the Bru rebels paving the way for
an eventual settlement of de-
mands. The Brus (also known as
Reangs in Mizoram) have been de-
manding repatriation of over
37,000 Reang refugees to Mizoram
from camps in north Tripura. The
Reangs fled Mizoram following
ethnic cleansing by the Mizos in
October 1997.

Other demands of the BNLF in-
clude, carving out of an au-
tonomous district council to en-
sure the welfare of the Brus.

The BNLF, a militant outfit set
up five years ago, is an ally of the
Tripura rebels and the National
Socialist Council agalim
(Isak-Muivah). /yl
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‘Bru militants fre¥ two Mizo_-
hostages after a month ¥

Aizawl, May 16 /N W releasing the two Mizos uncon(}t-

Front (BNLF) on Tuesday
released two Mizos after
keeping them in captivity for over
one month, Mizoram Home

Minister Tawnluia said here.
 The two captives — junior engi-

neer Lalchhanhima and section

officer Jolly Lalawmliana, both
working in the State public health
engineering department — were
received at the Mizoram-Tripura
. border village of New Kawnpui by
the State police on Tuesday morn-
ing, Tawnluia said at a press con-
" ference.

A five-member committee of
ministers on security and related
matters will chalk out a reception
for the duo.

Tawnluia thanked the three
church leaders — Rev Lalsawma,
Rev A K Dawi and Elder
Lalramthanga — who successfully
held talks with the Reang and Bru
outfits, “I also express my sincere
thanks to the BNLF militants for

BRU NATIONA‘L Liberation

tionally,” he said.

Rev Lalsawma, who accompa-
nied the Home Minister in the
press meet, said they did not give
ransom money to the outfit for the
release of the two Mizo captives.

“We told the top leaders of the
BNLF, including chief commander
Solomon Prafulla and commander
of the tornado operation Blong
Buraha, that the Government
would never pay the ransom,” he
said. Though he did not specify the
place where they met the BNLF
chief commander, he indicated
that it was somewhere in
Bangladesh, where the outfit has
several hideouts.

The Government negotiators also
met Bru National Union (BNU)
leaders from Reang and Bru
refugee camps in Tripura, including
its president A Sawibung, vice-
president Laldawnglian and gener-
al secretary Bruno Msha.

The State Government had sent
a proposal to the Ministry of
Home Affairs to outlaw the BNLF,

THE HINT

“

\

£

a;nluia said.

He denied that the State
overnment neglected the six
EPCO employees who were
allducted by Manipur’s Hmar
Pepple’s Convention-Democrats
C-D) on March 31 from the
project site of the 60 MW Thirial
Hy#8el Project. “The HPC-D has
demanded Rs 1 crore ransom from
the NEEPCO. The Government is
doing everything it can and the
corporation is directly negotiating
with the outfit,” he said.

BNLF abducted Lalchhanhima
and Jolly Lalzawmliana from a
Government bus near the
Mizoram-Bangladesh border ham-
let of Saithah on April 15. Rev
Lalsawna said the BNLF leader-
ship were concerned over the issue
of Reang and Bru refugees in
Tripura and expressed the desire
for an early settlement to the prob-
lem. When asked if they had any
political demand, the BNLF lead-
ers said they had already submitted
memorandums to the Mizoram
Government. PTI
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fssam bandM |

for Karbi autono

Guwahati, May 16

HT Correspondent R// aﬁ{
\2

THE CENTRE'’S decision to t\ble
Bills for the creation ' of
Uttaranchal, Jharkhand and
Chbhattisgarh States tomorrow has
set off a chain of reactions in
Assam. While Bodos have vowed
to fight for a separate Bodoland,
parties battling for autonomy in
Karbi Anglong and North Cachar
Hills districts of Assam have called
a bandh in the State on Thursday
to protest against the Centre’s dis-
criminatory policy.

Autonomous State Demand
Committee (ASDC) general secre-
tary Holiram Terang told reporters
here on Tuesday that the Centre
should not be partial to the Hindi

heartland while granting
autonomy.

The ASDC, along with Karbi
Students’  Association and

CPI(ML) have been agitating for
autonomy to Karbi Anglong for
over 14 years now. The North
Cachar Hills case has been spear-

AV LA
headed by the Dimasa Students’
Union for almost a similar period.

“The  exclusion of  the
autonomous State from the agen-
da of creating new States reflects
the attitude of the Centre towards
the region,” said Terang, who is
also the leader of the ASDC
Legislature Party. “This is despite
the fact that granting autonomy to
Karbi Anglong falls within the pro-
visions of Article 244(a) of the
Constitution and would not entail
any constitutional amendment.”

Article 244(a) advocates forma-
tion of an autonomous State com-
prising certain tribal areas in
Assam and creation of local legis-
lature or council of ministers or
both thereof.

The ASDC leader further said
various groups advocating state-
hood for Bodoland have echoed
the sentiments of the Karbi peo-
ple. However, the participation of
Bodo organisations like All Bodo
Students Union and Peoples’
Democratic Front in the May 18
bandh has not been confirmed.

MHE HINDUSTAN TidEX
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‘/I(ebei’s kill 3,
< abduct 5
n Tripura

FROM SEKHAR DATTA

Agartala, May 18: Reprisals by
militants of the National Libera-
tion Front of Tripura against trib-
als and non-tribals who voted
against their political front, the
nous.- People’s Front ..of
in the recent au-

tolomous district council polls
ntinued unabated.

Last night, a group of armed
NLFT militants shot dead three
members of a non-tribal family
and injured an infant. Apart from
this, five persons including two
tribals were abducted during the
past 24 hours.

iving details, police sources
saif at 9.30 pm last night a group of
NLFT rebels came to Haripur vil-
! lgge near Gandacherra subdivi-
' glonal town and stormed the
ouse of one Sajal Sarkar, 45.
arkar was not home at that time,
The militants shot dead his wife
Maranbala Sarkar, 40, his
younger brother Ratan Sarkar, 25,
and a tenant, Shyamacharan
Sarkar, 13 They also inflicted bul-
let injuries on Sarkar's five-
month-old son Liton Sarkar, who
is now struggling for life in Gan-
dacherra hospital.

Hearing the sound of gunfire,
policemen from Gandacherra po-
lice station, which is only 500 me-
tres from the village, reached the
spot and fired over 700 rounds but
failed to arrest any of the mili-
tants.

Shortly after receiving infor-
mation of the attack, Dhalai su-
perintendent of police T.B. Roy
rushed to the spot with a large
contingentof policemen from Am-

basa and launched combmg oper
ations.

With last night’s killing, alto-
gether 144 persons have been
killed by militants so far this year.
Of these, 78 persons have been
killed after the notification for the
ADC polls was issued on March
81. Sources attributed last night’s
killing to the NLFT’s attempt to
avenge CPM candidate Lalit
Tripura’s victory from the Raima
valley constituency in the ADC
polls.

In separate incidents, ﬁve,per
sons were abducted during the
past 24 hours. Police sources said
Nanigopal Saha, 48, a trader, was
abducted at gunpoint at 6.30 pm
yesterday from his residence near
Killa market under Udaipur syb-
division of south Tripura. -,

Two tribals, Aghore Debbar-
ma, 27, and Khirod Debbarma, 85,
residents of Garia Dafadarpara
village under Kalyanpur police
station who are known to be CEM
supporters, were abducted by

NLFT militants from near the

ADC sub-zonal office in North Ma-
haranipur under Teliamura po-
lice station. They are still yn-
traced. Sources said the two trib-
als were-abducted for workingrin
favour of the CPM in the ADC elgc-
tions.

In a separate incident yester
day, two brothers, Praneswar
Das, 21, and Laxman Das, 23, were
abducted from the Sonaram area
under Sidhai police station by All-
Tripura Tiger Force militants.
The non-tribal youth, originally
residents of Ishanpur village, had
gone to Sonaram to buy Jackfrult

- They are still untraced.




n-tribal villagers shot
~¢dead by NLFT rebels

STATESMA\ﬂEWS SERVICE

AGARTALA, May 18. — Three non-tribal Vll-
lagers were shot dead by armed insurgents of
the outlawed NLFT in the Gandachhara region
of south Tripura last night.

Militants have kidnapped at least 11 persons in
the last 24 hours.

An armed NLFT gang fired at the houses of
non-tribal villagers at Haripur in Gandachhara
subdivision shortly after nine p.m. yesterday
killing Mr Ratan Sarkar (25), Mr Shyamacharan
Sarkar (24) and Mrs Mayarani Sarkar (40) on
the spot.

Mrs Sarkar’s five month old baby was also seri-
ously injured in the firing and was rushed imme-
diately to the subdivisional hospital.

A combing operation was launched by security-'

men in the area shortly after the killing to trek
down the militants.
However, no one has been arrested so far.

In a separate incident, Mr Nanigopal Saha, a
trader was kidnapped from the Killa area in
Udaypur subdivision early today.

Earlier, six day labourers from Bihar were
abducted from Sonamura in west Tripura dis-
trict yesterday when armed militants waylaid a
loaded truck in which they were travelling at
Bisramgonj.

A villager was similarly kidnapped from
Natunbazar area in the Amarpur subdivision
yesterday.

Meanwhile, the jawans of the Tripura State
Rifles repulsed an attack on a security camp at
Sarbang in the Amarpur subdivision by armed
insurgénts of the NLFT.

The camp at Sarbang came under heavy fir-
ing by insurgents shortly after nine p.m. yes-
terday.

Rebels fired from nearby bushes and the TSR
men retaliated immediately.

The encounter lasted for about half an hour.

YHE STATESMAN
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NfFT mllltants;?

kill three more

f\/()/ \Q\ ersonnel form a nearby CRPF

cymp too failed to come to the vil-
SUSPECTED NATIONAL

Syed Sajjad Ali
Agartala, May 18

lage during the raid.
Liberation Front of Tripura rebels
shot dead three more people in the
remote Ganddachara area of
Dhalai district on Wednesday, but
their attempt to overrun a Tripura
State Rifles (TSR) camp in South
District was foiled. No casualties
were reported in the second inci-
dent.

A five-year-old child received
bullet wounds in the NLFT strike
at Haripur village, half-a -km from
Ganddachara police station.
Around10 pm, some armed rebels
stormed the house and asked Sajal
Sarkar to come out.

Having failed to find him, the
ultras began firing indiscriminate-
ly. Manabati  Sarkar was
hit. She died instantly, while her
five-month-old son, Litan, sus-
tained bullet wounds. His
condition was stated to be critical.

The rebels then dragged Ratan,
Sajal’'s younger brother to the
courtyard and shot him dead.

Shymacharan, Sajal’s uncle, who
was returning home, too was
sprayed with bullets.

Officers and security men of
Ganddachara police station
arrived at the scene only after the
rebels fled.

Having reached the village, the
policemen began firing aimlessly.

Isewhere in the State, Tripura
State Rifles men deployed at the
Sarbang camp at Amarpur resisted
an attempt by the suspected
NLEFT rebels to overrun it.

Heavily armed rebels swooped
down on the camp from two sides.
The jawans retaliated.

The encounter lasted for about
half-an-hour, before the jawans
pushed the rebels back. Later,
reinforcements came in from near-
by camps.

Police said the rebels, led by self-
styled NLFT commander
Dharmacharan  Reang  had
planned to take away arms from
the camp.

Elsewhere, five more non-tribals
have been kidnapped.

The NLFT, apparently bolstered
by the recent drubbing received by
the Left Front in the Tripura Areas
Autonomous District Council
polls, has stepped up its campaign
of violence in the State.

The council polls were won by
the Tripura Indigenous People’s
Front said o be close to the ultras.
The Left Front accused the mili-
tants of rigging the polls.

Since the TTAADC polls there
has been a spate of violence and
abductions in the State with the
security forces apparently unable
to contain the situation.
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NEW DELHI, MAY. 19. Track II nego-
tiationg are on to further push the
Nagalaphd peace talks. Well-
placed Government sources said
the Centre gave the green signal
to “Track II"” negotiations about
two months ago. Well established
Non-Governmental Organisa-
tions (NGOs) in Nagaland and
NGOs who are '‘knowledgeable”
in Naga affairs have been asked to
help in the negotiations.

Apparently tired of persuading
the NSCN (I-M) to nominate their
representative for the peace talks,
the Centre has tried to open the
““parallel course” recognising the
overwhelming desire of the Naga
people and organisations for res-
toration of peace in the strife-torn
North-Eastern State.

Though the “Track II'"' course
has not yet yielded any concrete
results, senior Government offi-
cials believe that a channel of
communication on yet another
front has been opened and hope
that the initiative would restore
confidence and trust in the Cen-
tre's sincerity in taking the nego-
tiation route.

The Naga peace talks have
come to a standstill for the time
being as Mr. T.Muivah, the NSCN
(Issac-Muivah) outfit's powerful
general secretary, is serving a jail
term in Bangkok. He was arrested
on January 19 on charges of trav-
elling on a forged South Korean
passport and later convicted by a
Thai court which handed him
down one-year prison sentence.

The Centre’s chief negotiator
with the NSCN(I-M), Mr. K. Pad-
manbhaiah, was scheduled to
hold talks with the outfit in Am-
sterdam in February, but the dia-
logue had to be put off due to
detention of the NSCN(I-M) Gen-
eral Secretary. The organisation
has accused the Centre of not
making efforts to get Mr. Muivah
released but the Government
maintains that it would take a
neutral stand in the matter.

Track 1l efforts
ptgsh Naga pe e'tglkg

- C;léa
Also on the cdrds is a crticial |

Ito

meeting with the NSCN (I-M).
Sources said the meeting would
open a channel of communica-
tion with the NSCN (I-M) which
has not nominated any office-
bearer at the peace talks in the
absence of Mr. Muivah.

The Cease Fire Monitoring
Group (CFMG) which has not met
for the past seven months is also
scheduled to hold a meeting,
probably later this month. It will
also be the first meeting of the
CFMG since the arrest of Mr. Mui-
vah in Bangkok.

With the NSCN (Khaplang) fac- “

tion also joining the ceasefire, the
Army is stated to be thrashing out
the modalities of ceasefire with
the outfit. Sources said that dis-
cussions were being held with the
Khaplang faction of the NSCN on
finalising the ground rules of the
ceasefire. Care is being taken to
tighten the screws on the mod-
alities to ensure that none of the
ground rules were left open to
rather “wide” interpretations.
The ceasefire with the NSCN (I-
M) was announced in July 1997
and has been periodically extend-
ed. It is slated to expire on July 31
but the sources said another ex-
tension would be logical as the
Government wanted to continue
with the arrangement. Ultimately,
the sources said the effort would
be to make the arrangement as
broadbased as possible and bring
the NSCN (I-M) and Khaplang
faction on the same platform.

Rift with PMO denied
PT! reports:
The Union Home Ministry to-

day denied a press report on rift ;

between it and the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office (PMO) on Naga peace
talks with insurgent groups.

A report in a local daily had al-
leged that the Home Ministry had
a rift with the PMO and the for-
mer had blamed the Nagaland
Government for sabotaging the

peace talks with iwgents
groups in the State. 7~
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

AGARTALA, May 19. — NLFT insurgents
shot dead seven non-tribal villagers and
torched a number of houses in South and
West Tripura last night.

NLFT men stormed the houses of two
CPI-M activists in Chandramohonpara, in
South Tripura’s Amarpur sub-division,
shortly before 9.30 p.m.

They killed Mrs Archana Das (50), her
daughter Subhadra (18) and son Swadesh
(8) along with Mr Satish Das (45), his wife
Mrs Shantibala Das (39) and their son

- Dipankar (12). Five people — Ms Anita
Das (21), Shankar Das (15), Mr Charan
Das (22), Puspa Das (11), and Mr
Sukhendu Das ( 35) were injured.

They were later rushed to the govern-
ment hospital in Udaypur, South Tripura’s
district headquarters, in a critical condi-
tion.

Rebels also fired at the houses of CPI-M
supporters Mr Jagat Ballav Das and Mr
Pran Ballav Das. There was no casualty
as members of both families had fled earli-

G VG

Insurgents set fire to six huts beffore
retreating. Security reinforcements have
been rushed to Amarpur from Udaypur.

The SP, south district, is now camping in
the area.

At Kamalnagar, in West Tripura’s
Khowai sub-division, NLFT men fired at
an orchard last evening killing Sita
Bhowmik, 40, a non-tribal housewife work-
ing there. Others working in the orchard
managed to flee.

The rebels kidnapped Mr Mahendra
Devnath from the village before escaping.

Insurgents have killed at least 60 people,
kidnapped about 100 and torched many
houses in the state in the past one month,
esplecially after the Tripura hill council
polls.

Bandh observed
A 24-hour bandh was observed yesterday

"in the Gandachhara region of South

Tripura, in protest against the killings of
three non-tribal villagers, including a

own 7 non-tnbal

woman, C‘g NLFT insur nts/

Wednesday
The call was given earlier by the local
traders organisation.

Villager lynched

Hari Sinha, a farmer, was beaten to deatk
by some criminals following a land dispute
at Radhakishorepur, Damchhara, Nortk
Tripura, yesterday.

No arrests have yet been made.

Hunt on for Bamapur killers: A mas
sive hunt has been launched in Bampu
village and its adjoining areas in Sout}
Tripura for the NLFT insurgents whs
killed eight non-tribals and injured fou
last night, adds PT1.

Top district police officials are camping i1
the area in the Amarpur sub-division, t
supervise a joint search operation of th
area, officers said.

The BSF is keeping vigil along the Indc
Bangla border to prevent ultras fro:
sneaking into their base camps i
Bangladesh.




Titermediaries to hel;;

Govt, NS

Anil Anand \)\/\/\
New Delhi, May 19

E GOVERNMENT seems to
hgve broken the logjam in its talks
dominant Naga insurgent
-- NSCN-IM -- with a report-
ed /agreement between the two
sides to initiate dialogue through
"Intermediaries" early next month.
The earlier engagement between
the Government and NSCN leader
T Muivah had broken down after
the latter's arrest in Thailand in
January this year., This time, the
Vajpayee regime, while holding
negotiations with NSCN represen-
tatives, intends pursuing the Track-
II approach of opening additional
channels of communication with
. Naga insurgent groups.
© In this connection, services of

some Nagaland-oriented groups

requisitioned by the Government.
Sources indicated that the Track-II
platform might witness the partici-
pation of NGOs such as Naga Ho
Ho and Naga Mothers' Association
besides various Naga students' bod-
ies.

Home Ministry officials appear to
have achieved a breakthrough of

and individuals have already been

chalogue

sorts by being able to re-establish
ntact with the NSCN-IM, which,
one stage, had refused to contin-
eace talks in the absence of Mr
Muwvah. They had then argued that
nond, other than the imprisoned
leadekwas authorised to hold talks
with the Government.

Official sources defined the
“intermediary level" by stating that
the NSCN-IM was likely to be rep-
resented by some functionaries of
its 'Kilonsers' (Naga Government
in exile). But it is reliably learnt
that Mr Muivah has finally nomi-
nated a senior figure of the outfit
for resuming the stalled dialogue.

Meanwhile, the Centre has refut-
ed reports about a difference of
approach between the Prime
Minister's Office and the Home
Ministry towards these peace bids.
The approach in this connection
was evolved through consensus
and the Government is fully com-
mitted to continuing talks with the
NSCN (IM).

can be

be accessed at
your favou'f%_b; website
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Six tribals killed, Tripura

area ungg}er curfew \"
Y

Syed Sajjad Ali
Agartala, May 20 O\

INDEFINITE CURFEW was

imposed in the Kalyanpur area

of West Tripura district, where
seven persons, six of them tribals,
were killed on Saturday.

Five tribals, including a woman
and a three-year-old child were
killed when suspected United
Bengali Liberation Front (UBLF)
rebels attacked a vehicle with
bombs and sharp weapons at
Kiranmalakar Basti in Kalyanpur
this morning. Two bodies with
multiple wounds were found in
the area.

State director-general of police
K T Singh described the situation
as tense, but under control.
“Senior police officers are moni-
toring the situation and additional
forces have been deployed.
Indefinite curfew has
been clamped indefinitely,” he
said.

The situation in Kalyanpur, con-
sidered as’a flashpoint, took a
turn for the worse on Saturday
when the jeep was attacked
around 9.15 am. Sources said the
vehicle (registration number TR-
01-2149) was going to Teliamura
town from North Maharanipur.
The UBLF rebels lobbed power-
ful bombs on the vehicle forcing it
to a halt.

They then attacked the tribal
passengers with sharp weapons.
Five tribals were killed on the spot
and eight, including two non-trib-
als wounded. The dead have been
identified as Harendra Debbarma
(45), Sumolya Deb-barma (40),
Sukumar Debbarma (53), Shmala
Debbarma (23) and a three-year-
old child, Taifung Jamatia.

Seven of the wounded have been
moved to G B Hospital here.
There of them are stated to be in
a critical condition.

The news of the attack spread
like wildfire in Kalyanpur area
and tribals in different localities
came out of their houses to vent
their anger.

A mob lynched one Lal Mohan
Sarkar (35) at North
Maharanipur. Angry tribal mobs
raided Chomuhani Bazar and
Kamal Nagar areas, ransacked
and looted houses as well as shops
owned by non-tribals.

At Kamal Nagar, a mob ran-
sacked houses of one Kalipada
Sarkar and some of his neigh-
bours and destroyed their belong-
ings.

Non-tribals in the area retaliat-
ed and roughed up tribals after
dragging them out of vehicles. In
the Bagan Bazar area, hundreds
of Bengali women organised a
road block to press their demand
for security, fearing that the area

/

might come under attack from
tribal rebels anytime. Security
men fired several rounds in the air
to bring the rampaging crowd
under control. The protesters
threw stones at them, wounding
head constable Lal Debnath.

When the tribals received news
that the body of a tribal had been
recovered at Lembuchara, vio-
lence flared up again.

Police and security forces were
busy the whole day controlling the
mobs of tribal and non-tribals.
When the situation was taking an
ugly turn, the district administra-
tion clamed curfew and issued
prohibitory orders.

“Tomorrow, we will consider
whether to relax the curfew. That
will depend entirely on situation,”
DGP Singh said. The Assam
Rifles, CRPF, TSR and State
Armed Police have been deployed
to prevent fresh riots.

Kalyanpur was tensed since
Friday, following a bloody attack
at Godaibari by the suspected
UBLF rebels. One tribal woman
was killed and five seriously
wounded in that raid.

A 24-hour bandh was in force in
Amarpur sub-division of South
District. The bandh was called by
major political parties to protest
against the killings of six non-
tribals in the area on Thursday
night.
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“Tripura tolL rises to 40 ; ) as NLFT massacres 19

Syed Sajjad All

v\
Agartala, May 21 “/r'v"")\b

SUSPECTED NATIONAL Liber-\
ation Front of Tripura (NLFT) mil-
itants last evening massacred 19
non-tribals at a makeshift camp in
Kalyanpur, West Tripura. And,
elsewhere in the district, ethnic
clashes continued unabated, taking
the toll in the violence to 40.

Today, members of the same out-
fit struck again at Kalyanpur and
Chakmaghat in the Teliamura area
and shot dead four non-tribals.

Armed with shoot-at-sight
orders, personnel of the Assam
Rifles and other Central forces
staged flag marches in violence-
torn areas. Senior police and civil
officials are camping at Kalyarqi)
However, the additional de
ments have so far failed to contam
the violence.

Tripura Chief Minister Manik
Sarkar met the Prime Minister in
New Dethi today and demanded

that the Army and more Ce tral
forces be deployed in the troubled
areas.

Yesterday’s masscare took place
around 5 pm at a school building at
Baghber in West Ghilatali, less
than a kilometre from Kalyanpur
police station. But police con-
firmed the incident only after mid-
night. The kﬂlmgs took place in

women, died on the spot.

Sources in Kalyanpur said only
seven bodies had been shifted at
night. The remaining bodies lay
scattered in the school premises
and the adjoining areas.

This morning, police started
shifting the bodies. At 12.30, the
State’s officiating Chief Minister,
Anil Sarkar, said bodies were still

front being recov-
CRFE por CM Rushes to Delhi i
sonnel, but the area.

they did not
do a thing, police claimed.

Late reports reaching here said
20 heavily armed NLFT rebels,
backed by about 30 tribal youths,
attacked the camp from three
sides. They first lobbed grenades
and then sprayed the inmates with
bullets. The non-tribals had taken
shelter there after their houses
were gutted by angry mobs.

The rebels then pursued those
who had escaped with sharp

T h e
Baghber massacre created tension
at Kalyanpur and the adjoining
Kalyanpur police station area. The
curfew, clamped yesterday, was
today extended to Teliamura, State
Director- General of police KT D
Singh said.

In an extension of the Baghber
incident, suspected NLFT rebels
shot dead three non-tribals at
Ratia-Durgapur area around 11
am today. The rebels set fire to

weapons. All 19, including 10 several houses. Tripura State
o hoodlh u'yjs “:;

e
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Rifles (TSR) personnel rushed to
the area and challenged the rebels.
A massive exchange of fire fol-
lowed. Unconfirmed reports said
the rebels killed five people in the
attack.

Three bullet-riddled bodies of
non-tribals were recovered from
Mungiabari in Kalyanpur this after-
noon. Around 5 pm, the NLFT
struck at Chakamaghat and shot
dead one tribal. Three others were
seriously wounded in the attack.

The killings started after United
Bengali Liberation Force militants
attacked a passenger vehicle,
killing five trtbals and wounding
eight at Kiranmalakar Basti of
Kalyanpur yesterday. One injured
later died in hospital.

In an immediate retaliation,
angry tribals lynched three non-
tribals at North Maharanipur.
Bodies of two Bengalis were recov-
ered later. One tribal was killed at

Lembuchara.
Related report on Page 7
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reat insurgency as national

pr()blem,

Guwahati, May 22 \A v b

(jHIEF MINISTERS of
North-eastern States have
urged the Centre to deal
with insurgency as a national prob-
lem.

They decided to jointly move the
Centre on insurgency, in a resolu-
tion passed last Friday at a meeting
of the North-eastern States’ Chief
Ministers at Shillong. At the meet-
ing, the Chief Ministers resolved to
meet the Prime Minister to discuss
insurgency.

Insurgency is no longer the prob-
lem of only the North-eastern
States because insurgents demand
secession from the country, which
should be viewed as a threat to the
integrity of the nation, Nagaland
Chief Minister S C Jamir said at
the meeting.

Meghalaya Chief Minister E K
Mawlong said the Chief Ministers
were unanimous that insurgency in
the region was dangerous enough
to be treated as a national prob-
lem.

Tripura Chief Minister Manik
Sarkar said the international bor-
der along the North-eastern States
was porous and most insurgent

N-E CMs tell C&gntre

g éps were taking shelter in
nejghboring countries. This can be
tackled only at the diplomatic level
ew Delhi, he said.

The Chief Ministers urged mili-
tants in the region to shun violence
and agree to negotiate with the
Government. They appealed
everybody concerned to solve the
problem.

“The States would be better
equipped to deal with militants if
insurgency is recognised as a
national problem,” Assam Chief
Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta.
Mahanta, who has survived an
attempt on his life, regretted that
police force in the North-eastern
States was ill-equipped to check
insurgency.

The Chief Minister alleged that
the Bhutan Government was shel-
tering militants, “Delhi has to deal
with by taking up the issue with the
Bhutanese Government which is
only possible if the insurgency is
regarded as a national problem,”
Mabhanta said.

Earlier, Nagaland Chief Minister
S C Jamir had made a plea to the
Centre to evolve a national policy
on insurgency during a meeting of
the Congress block presidents,

L
PRETE Nl ”\3 .
Wy TS e s i

i

Wthh was attdt ded by party presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi. “Temporary
measures will only alienate the
people of the North east,” Jamir
had said.

At the block presidents’ meeting,
Jamir regretted that a “small
group” of misguided youth had
been killing hundreds of people.
“If insurgency is regarded as a
national problem, clear cut policies
could be formulated to solve it per-
manently,” Jamir, the chairman of
the North east Congress commit-
tee, had said.

He had urged party president
Gandhi to take up the matter
urgently. The Nagaland Chief
Minister insisted that a national
response was the only cure.

Jamir said solving the problem
was of paramount importance for
the Centre as it would decide the
future of North-eastern States,
which are situated along the coun-
try’s international border with sev-
eral countries.

Later at a press conference, the
Naga leader lauded the Centre’s
offer of ceasefire to the NSCN but
regretted the ultras had violated
the norms and indulged in killings
and extortions. PTI
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VEN AS the Centre on

Monday reiterated that the
;existing level of para-military

deployment in Tripura was ade-

[ quate it is rushing ten additional
i companies of CRPF and Assam
Rifles for counter-insurgency
operations in the state.

Ethnic violence in Tripura,
by the banned National
Liberation Front of Tripura
(NLFT) has claimed 44 more
lives, over the last three days.

The decision to despatch 4
companies of Assam Rifles with
immediate effect and six compa-
nies of the CRPF over the next
four weeks was taken at a meet-
ing between Union home secre-
tary Kamal Pande and the
Tripura chief secretary V
Thulidas here today. The meet-
ing coincided with chief minister
Manik Sarkar’s briefing of Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee about the
law and order situation in the

A

ABMY NOT NEEDED TO MAINTAIN PEACE, FEELS BEN[HE
‘Ethnic violence in Tripura

tre to send CRPF

north- eastern sta 'I’(xe former
is reported to hyve sought
deployment of the Arxpy to com-
bat the stepped up vio .

Although the Centre is
unlikely to concede to the chief
minister's demand, it feels the
augmentation of para-military
presence will help bring the situ-
ation under control. As it is, the
existing level of deployment for
counter-insurgency operations is
considerable —15 battalions of
CRPF and four Assam Rifles bat-
talions. Besides, nine battalions
of BSF are guarding the interna-
tional border in Tripura.

The discussions between the
Union home secretary and the
state chief secretary today are
believed to have stressed on
more effective implementation
of the action plan drawn up dur-

_ing Centre-state meetings in

November and December 1999
to tackle the ethnic violence in
the state. The main features of
the multi-pronged action plan

were:

W Setting up of special operation ,
group in every battalion of para-
military forces and state armed
police

® Use of NSA against militants of
the banned NLFT and All
Tripura Tiger Force (ATTF)

® Specific measures to obtain
intelligence

® Setting up of development-
security zones.

Tripura has been the main
cause of concern for the Centre:
owing to the steady rise of insur-
gency-related violence over the
last few years compared to the:
declining trends in other north-
eastern states like Assam and-
Nagaland. According to statistics
compiled by the Union home:
ministry, insurgency-related
incidents in Tripura grew from'
568 in 1998 to 614 in 1999 to:
286 till May 3, 2000, while the
extremists killed declined from
26 in 1998 to 22 in 1999 to only
6 till May this year.

The Economic Timé:
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/ KARBI CALAMITY :é

“‘}\vspurs alienation the main causeim
F Disp

had treated the Karbis with dignity they would
probably not have revived their demand for an autonomous
state under Article 244(A). The 1992 understanding to
upgrade the Karbi Anglong and North Cachar Hills
Autonomous Districts was a climbdown on the part of the
Autonomous State Demand Committee. But the hill leaders
were suspicious of Dispur’s sincerity. Soon differences sur-
faced. Within four months, the Saikia government superseded
the KAADC alleging financial “irregularities” — the apg arent
motive being to dislodge the KAADC ruled by the ASD
Gauhati High Court, however, restored the KAADC. It took
' more than two and a half years to reach a settlement. Prafulla
Mahanta, who did not visit Karbi Anglong during his first
tenure, went to Diphu in 1997 and transferred powers to cre-
ate confidence. The expectation was that Dispur would expe-
dite the process. It failed. The ambiguity of granting greater
autonomy while retaining authority to interfere is dishonest
and should be removed by amending the Sixth Schedule.

The Karbis’ anger that their demand for an autonomous
state was not conceded while Uttaranchal, Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand are on the way is understandable. But to be eligi-
ble for separate status they must meet certain criteria. The
combined population of the non-Karbis in the districts is more
than that of the Karbis and Dimasas. Their interests cannot
be ignored. The demand for separate status seems inspired
more by chauvinism than a desire for development. The for-
mation of autonomous district councils and the Bodo
Autonomous Council should meet local aspirations. The
Karbis and Bodos must see the opportunities brought about by
liberalisation and globalisation and not shut themselves up.
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% Tripura’s woes,( «%
T e killing of 34 people over the weekez%Tripura (
/ represents the latest, horrifying turn in Tripuka’s long |
/ running ethnic feud. A newly formed guerrilla outfit — the |
/ National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT) — has
wreaked mayhem for some time now on the state’s Bengali
settlers though the latest bout of bloodletting has involved
violence on both sides. The roots of the ethnic feud go back
to Partition when the state’s demographic pattern was
altered due to a large-scale influx of Bengalis. This reduced
Tripura’s original inhabitants — somewhat patronisingly
referred to as tribals — to a minority. Subsequent popula-
tion influxes from Bangladesh has tended to worsen the
‘demographic imbalance. The result is a sharp rise in such
incidents in Tripura. This is in marked contrast to the sit-
uation in the rest of the North-East, where according to
home ministry figures, there has been some improvement
during the last year. As in many of the other northeastern
states, ethnic strife combined with economic backward-
ness has culminated in insurgency. Unfortunately, the
northeastern states remain among the poorest in the coun-
try. Indeed reform has seen disparities widen rather than
narrow.

Amidst the violence the only sign of hope is that the NLFT,
or organisations allied to it, seem inclined to participate in
the democratic process. In the recent elections to Tripura’s
districts the ruling Left Front was defeated by an organisa-
tion which is supposedly a front organisation of the NLFT.
The key to improving ethnic relations in Tripura and the
North-East lies in sound economic policies combined with
sound public investments. Growing prosperity and oppor-
tunities in the market economy will wean away disillu-
sioned youth from the path of violence. The economy needs
to be internationalised and equipped with world class pub-
lic goods which link up the area with the most important
centre of commerce in eastern India: Calcutta. This way,
remoteness will disappear, people will be integrated and
the region will become part of the globalising world econo-
my. This must change if we are to win the war against
insurgency.
S TR RN ==

The Economic Tim.:.

2 8 May 28



Tripura Govt’s ‘ine{ﬁé{ency’
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Anil Anand

A
New Delhi, Moy 1\

THE CURRENT 'fripura situa-

tion might force a Central inter-

vention to bring insurgency-related
¢ violence under control, official
sources indicated here today as the
Centre  directed  the  State
Government to explore possibili-
ties of beginning peace talks with
insurgents,

Although Home Minister L K
Advani has ruted out the possibili-
ty of imposing President's rule in
the insurgency-hit State, it appears
- the Centre is keeping all options

open in the interest of peace n this

sensitive area. The general pereep-
tion in the Nerth Block is that the

State Govergament has adequate

forces at jt«’tommand which have

forge Centre

not been put to effective use.
Centre’s perception is the situa-
tion has worsened due to “indeci-
sion” of the Government which is
“too bureaucratic” in its approach
and lacks “strategic vision” to com-
bat insurgency. The inefficiency of
the CPM-led Government in
meeting the challenge posed by
insurgents has paralysed the
administrative set up, particularly
in the worst-affected tribal areas.
Making case for Central inter-
vention in view of worsening situa-
tion in the State, State
Government sources here felt the
Centre should act “tough” on the
administration to tide over the cri-
sis. While rejecting the State
Government’s demand for more
Central forces, sources felt the
already available 25 battalions

mtervene

were not being effectively used.

Analysing the utilisation of the
security forces by the Government,
a senior Home Ministry official
pointed out that the 25 battalions
had only 23 encounters with the
insurgents during last year, thereby
meaning that every battalion came
face to face with the militants only
once in 12 months. It was a serious
reflection on the administrative
capabilities of the Tiipura
Government, sources felt.

A pointer to the poor manage-
ment of the available security
forces by the State authorities is
the fact that all vantage points like
ridges and hilltops have not been
used by them to set up pickets. An
amazing situation has developed as
militants could be seen occupying
these high points.



TRIPURA KILLINGS %;{

' «'/5\ ¢Xime for an agonising reappra|sa|

short of joint Centre-state action can stop the
bloodbath, in Tripura. In less than three weeks following
the Tribal Autdnomous District Council elections, 111 people
have been killed. The 28 additional CRPF companies and two
helicopters deployed during the elections have been with-
drawn. Delhi has not kept its promise of sending back two
army units pulled out during the Kargil conflict. The political
scenario in the tribal area has changed. Earlier, there were
political forces like the CPI-M and anti-Marxist moderate
groups like the Tripura Upajati Juba Samity and Tripura
National Volunteers. Now the Indigenous People’s Front of
People, helped by the militant National Liberation Front of
Tripura, is in charge of the ADC. This could mean that ISI
agents who have been helping tribal insurgents from
Bangladesh might be tempted to operate closer to home. A
proxy war is on and there is justification for using the army.
Originally tribal-based, the CPI-M has neither been able to
pssess the changing values of the younger tribal generation
or can it preject a leader of Dasarath Deb’s stature. The
ge-scale influx from across the border has deprived tribals
of forests and lands, their main sources of livelihood. This is
the root cause of the trouble. Even if the process cannot be
! reversed, the least the government can do is to stop the con-
tinuing inflow. Opposition parties are also to be blamed for
playing a negative role. They refuse to understand the prob-
lem, putting the blame on the Left Front and demanding cen-
tral takeover. Strangely, there has been no immediate reac-
tion either from the Congress or other Opposition parties to
i last weekend’s massacre of 40 people. They have failed as an
Opposition. Tribal insurgency is not one party’s problem. To
tackle it successfully all parties face the challenge unitedly.
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AGARTALA, May 25. — The
chief ministers of the north-
eastern states want the Centre
to consider the region’s insur-
gency as a part of the national
problem and find its solution as
a matter of national priority.

The north-east chief ministers
had earlier in their meeting in
Shillong on 12 May decided on
floating a forum of region’s
chief ministers to discuss the
issues of mutual interests and
place demands before the
Centre unitedly. The Sikkim
chief minister has been includ-
ed in the forum.

In pursuance of a decision
earlier approved by the
Shillong meeting, the chief
ministers met at the Arunachal
Bhavan in New Delhi on 21
May. It was decided that the
region’s chief ministers would
place a memorandum jointly
before the Prime Minister
regarding the problems of the
region’s states in the third
week of June.

The chief ministers will
approach Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee to allow them time so
that they can submit the mem-
orandum before him in New
Delhi and discuss the problems
of the states.

The following chief ministers
Mr Manik Sarkar of
Tripura, Mr EK Mowlang of
Meghalaya, Mr SC Jamir of
Nagaland, Mr W Nipamacha

Singh of Manipur, Mr

Treat i

N

Zoramthanga of Mizoram, Mr
Mukut Mithi of Arunachal
Pradesh — and three ministers
from Assam were present dur-
ing talks in New Delhi. The
Assam chief minister Mr
Prafulla Kumar Mahanta could
not attend the meeting.

The meeting approved the
decision unanimously to put
pressure on the Centre to take
more effective measures to deal
with the escalating insurgency
in the region immediately. The
chief ministers also decided on
approaching the Prime
Minister to announce an eco-
nomic package for development
of the region’s most backward
states.

The chief ministers felt
schemes were to be implement-
ed in the region’s states mainly
to improve people’s living con-
ditions and provide them basic
minimum amenities along with
creating job potential for the
educated unemployed.

In the joint memorandum to
be placed before the Prime
Minister, the NE chief minis-
ters will pressure the Centre
for considering the region’s for-
eign agency-backed insurgency
as part of the national problem
and finding its solution on a
national priority.

The NE chief ministers’ forum
has also decided to observe 8
June as “anti terrorism day” in
the region to mobilise people’s
opinion against rebel violence
and morally pressure armed
groups of undergrounds to join

nsurgency

as a national
problem: N-E CM

the process of negotiatigd.

Public meetings, p¥dcessions
and demonstrations will be
organised in all the NE states
on 8 June to denounce insur-
gency and rebel depredations.
The Tripura government has
announced a programme to
observe “anti terrorism day” in
a big way.

Meanwhile, Tripura Governor
Professor Siddheswar Prasad
has rejected the Congress lead-
ers’ demand for summoning a
“special session” of the Tripura
assembly to discuss about the
“state’s explosive situation”.

The Governor told a Congress
leaders’ delegation here that he
could not summon the assem-
bly unless he was requested by
the chief minister to do so. He
advised the state Congress
leaders to discuss the matter
with Mr Manik Sarkar.

The state Congress leaders
have in a memorandum placed
before the Governor demanded
imposition of President’s ruie
in the state immediately in
view of the state’s deteriorating
situation.

The state Congress wanted
the Centre to bring the whole
state under Disturbed Area
Regulation and induct the
Army in the hills to combat
insurgency.

The TPCC chief, Mr Birjit
Sinha, and the leader of the
Congress group in the assem-
bly, Mr Jahar Saha, were in

the delegation which met t
Governor here yesterday. / /

| - W
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Ya month ago, an
84year-oldman and the ed-
itor of a Manipuri newspa-

by the Manipur police for allegedly
making seditious remarks. The old man
was Thounaojam Iboyaima, chief ad-
viser to the All-Manipur Clubs’ Organi-
| sation, a non-government group that
had ralfied the Meiteis, the predomi-
nantcommunity of the Imphal Valley, in
major public rallies against any carving
up of Manipur. The journalist was N,
Biren of the Nahaolgi Thoudang.

Accounts from Imphal say that the
report of the meeting was published by
all newspapers but this particular one
was singled out for special treatment.
The twowere arrested for making these
supposed statements at Cheriaoching,
outside Imphal, on April 9. The event
took place five days before the anniver-
sary of the People Liberation Army, one
of the older miitant groups of the state.

However, the judge who heard the
case threw it out of court a few days ago,
declaring that newspaper reports could
not be construed as primary evidence
under Indian iaw.

Yet, there hasbeen barely awhisper
in the metropolitan media about the
case and these two men. If it had hap-
penedinamajor city of the Hindi heart-
land, then the press would have been
charging all over the place, breathing
righteous indignation and fire and
brimstone at the government. Nothing
of the sort happened here — to the
shame of the “national” press. Nowon-
der that journalists. of the Northeast
also feel alienated from the rest of the
country, not just other segments of soci-
ety which face the pressure of the secu-
ity forces or the deviousness and cor-
ruptionof the state.

" The local press boycotted the gov-
ernment’s activities in Manipur during
this period; a bandh was called and the
Committee for the Protection of Jour-
nalists, a New York-based organisation
that speaks up for journalists under in-

perwere arrested in Imphal

timidation, called for the release of
bothmen.

As the North-East Vzgd amagazine
which reports on issues related to the
Northeast, remarked: “The news,-not
unexpectedly, has not ruffled too many
feathers in the mainstream Indian me-
dia. Who cares for some lousy journalist
of a lousy newspaper of a lousy state in
the back of beyond? The same people
who write tomes to condemn insur-
gency, militancy, terror-

ism... cannot even spare against any deal with the
aword'to denounce the NSCN (I-M) that barters
{Manipur Chief Minis- away parts of their state’s
ter) Nipamacha Singhs -land: Feelings still con-
ofthe Northeast.” tinue to run high in Ma-
It is also worth re- nipur about the way the:
flecting here ontheissue’ Government of India ce~
that stirred Manipur up .ded land to Burma (pow
for all of 1ast month. The Myanmar) from Ma-
questionof integrationis nipur, without consulting
cntxcaltothc Meiteicon- M the State Government.

Insensmwty to- Northeast issues

Anger in Manipur

pendence from India, has also wanted
to incorporate’ parts of Manipur, As-
sam and Arunachal Pradesh into a
Greater Nagaland.

This plan has drawn the fiercest op-
position from the Meiteis of Mampur for
this former kingdom’s traditional territo-
rial boundaries are sought to be chan-
ged,wiﬂmthehillsofthestategoingtoﬁﬁs
vision of alarger Naga territory. Time af-

ter time, Manipuri leaders, from all po-

litical hues, have warned

‘““Who cares for some Iousy joumallst ofa Iou’sy
newspaper of a Iousy state in the back of

beyond’’ asks a local paper, about an incident -

ignored by the mainstream media

cept of Manipur and their civilisational
existence. The Meiteis are an ancient
community of the Northeast and Vaish-
navites by faith. Every morming, a sooth-
ing sight awaits visitors to Imphal and
other towns in the valley as hundreds of
Meiteis, freshly bathed, go to temples
withsandal paste on their foreheadsand a
little drop of iton the bridge of the nose.
The hills; by comparison, are popu-
Iated largely by Nagas and, in some
parts, by members of the Kuki tribe as
well as Paites. The fatter are distant kin
of the Mizos further south but have
clan connections across the border in
Myanmar, For iahy years, the Na-
tional Socialist Council of Nagaland
(now rechristened Nagalim by this mil-
itant group), which has sought inde-

What the Naga leadership in exile:

has not understood until this day is that,

despite all its flaws, India isstill a democ- -

racy. Any major decision like the sun-
dering of astate cannot be done without
the consent of the state’s legislature,
apart from the sanction of its govern-
ment. New Dethi toowill tread very cau-
tiously about signailing that it supports
such a breakup on its own without the
clear approval of the concerned state.
One ran into this mental roadblock
inadiscussion last year with Rh. Raising,
then the “Home Minister” of the “Gov-

ernment of the Peoples Repubtic of Na-

galand.” Raising declared that the Naga
demands for more territory were based

on history and tradition. To which one

responded bysaying that there hadtobe -

~ acommon approach to some of th¢se .
problems, instead of viewing thent |
- through one particular periscope. Rais-

ing kept insisting on Naga rights; it was
then pointed out that it was only after
the British came at the end of the 19th
ceritury that a semblance of Naga unity

evolved — until then they comprised

fiercely independent tribes.

The “Republic” of the GPRN ex- 7

~ists outside of Nagaland, in a network
of offices in South-East Asia and
through the good offices of NGOs in
Europe. Of course, it continues to

" hold sway over the minds and hearts |°

‘of many Nagas, both in Nagaland
and Manipur and has a physical pres-
ence in the Naga hills as well with
bases and offices (without the GRPN
. logo). Their writ runs extensively.

" Thus, while the Government of India

“does not Jevy taxes on the hill states of
the Northeast, civil servants in Naga-
"-labd and Manipur pay “taxes” from
their salary to this group almost as a
tradition as well as to other insurgent
groups.
To the Meiteis, the demand of the
NSCN (I-M) for more territory is their

worst nightmare and they-are prepared

- toresist. Indeed, the insurgent groups in
the plains of Manipur too are opposed
toanybreakupofthe state.

The leaders of the Nagas, especially |
the charismatic General Secretary of
the NSCN (I-M), Thleungelang
Muivah, now in a Thai prison on |

" charges of entering Thailand illegally, !
would dowel}to consider these feelings, |
instead of sticking to a hardline stand.
Surely, in the Northeast of their dreams

~— and ours — Nagas, Meiteis, Kukis
and Assamese and all other communi-
ties will need to live together, instead of
being constantly at ohe another’s

!
|
]
|

throats. The latter is a firesome, viok

and embittering process, of wh'
everyone has had enough.

The writeris senior fellow; Centre for Pc
Research :
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| /‘total removal’

Aapsu demands

Ly
of refugees “ ¢

~ cx;W@C
UNITED NEWS OF INDIA /3 /k\ %

ITANAGAR, May 27. — The All Arunachal Pradesh Studen\ds
Union has reiterated its stand for “total removal” of refugees an
“foreigners” from the state.

Aapsu leaders have submitted a memorandum to the chief min-
ister Mr Mukut Mithi yesterday, expressing “concern” over
Chakma and Hajong refugees’ move to get Indian citizenship
under “Centre’s supervision”.

The Aapsu has opposed Delhi High Court’s ruling to include
Chakma and Hajong refugees of Arunachal Pradesh in the voters’

list.

The memorandum also demanded immediate cancellatic}}\oj/
Schedule Tribe certificates issued to Tibetan refugees by deputy
commissioners of West Kameng and Tawang districts, strict
checking at the gates on inner line permits, and use of indigenous
names and cent per cent reservation in government jobs for
indigenous people.

Inclusion of all bona fide tribals of the state in the list of
Arunachal Pradesh Scheduled Tribes, restoration of development
activities and immediate deployment of reserve battalion at bor-
der areas are other some of the other demands.

The Aapsu further demanded immediate constitution of bound-
ary commission for a permanent solution to the Assam-Arunachal
boundary problem, withdrawal of land settlement rights given to
Assam Riflemen and ex-servicemen and cancellation of trading
licences and land settlement given to non-Arunachal Schedule

Tribes before 1965.

On education front, the students’ union demanded an i&q_u,iuf/
into the appointment of vice-chancellor of the Arunachal
University, making the university a central university, introduc-
tion of law faculty and science streams in Itanagar college, intro-
duction of sociology, psychology and anthropology at the degree
level and appointment of regular principals in all colleges of the

K

state. /
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entre’s gameplan
to tackle N-E ultras

Agantala, May 28 «\/‘/{rq/ \
THE CENTRE has adopted a

multi-pronged strategy to

curb militancy in the North-
East, a Union Home Ministry doc-
ument said.

It said militancy in the North-
East had acquired an ominous
form as a result of networking
between various militant groups
and availability of trans-border
'sanctuaries'. Feelings of alienation
and exploitation, lack of employ-
ment opportunities and 'non-per-
formance' of the State Govern-
ment have also contributed to the
participation of neo-literate youth
in militant activities, it pointed out.

The multi-pronged strategy
includes willingness to meet and
discuss legitimate grievances,
resolve to counter senseless vio-
lence with a firm hand, understand
ings with neighbouring countries
and infrastructural development,
employment opportunities, good
governance and decentralisation.

The document said the Central
Government has declared as many
as 12 militant groups in Assam,
Manipur, Nagaland and Tripura as
unlawful associations under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act, 1967. The more seriously mil-
itancy-affected states and areas
have been declared ‘disturbed
areas’ under the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act, 1958 and
units of the Army and Central
Paramilitary forces have been
deployed to assist the civilian
authorities in maintaining peace.

States. A scheme %i burse-

ment of security-related ekpendi-
ture has been formulatdd and
about Rs 377 crore hag been
released during 1997-98, 1998-99
and approved for 1999-2000.

The Ministry of Home Affairs
has taken up a 100 per cent
Centrally-funded special scheme
for modernisation of police forces
in the North-East with emphasis
on supply of arms and ammuni-
tion, vehicles, communication
equipment and other essentials.

The Government has also formu-
lated a scheme to take care of the
rehabilitation of misguided youths
who have strayed into militancy.

The key to the solution of the
problem of militancy in the North-
East lies in the development of the
region, the Home Ministry docu-
ment said, adding that the North-
Eastern Council (NEC) has been
conceived and established as an
advisory as well as funding agency
to secure an accelerated and bal-
anced development of the region.

Since its inception, NEC has been
laying emphasis on development of
infrastructure in the region.

Meanwhile, a Home Ministry
official said that the Centre was
unhappy over the existing use of
Central Paramilitary forces in
Tripura for anti-insurgency opera-
tions. The Ministry would extend .
the ‘Disturbed Areas Act, which
provides the Army and Para-mili-
tary forces special powers to the
entire State to flush out militants if
the Tripura Government wanted,
the official said. (UNI)

The Union Government has so
far sanctioned 13 India Reserve
Battalions to the North-Eastern

h Electronin !-
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/Surrendered rebel%walt Ulfa end

o
A\FR()M PULLOCK DUTTA \

Sivsagar, April 4: It was the spring of 1979
when six youth from Upper Assam met at
the historic Rang Ghar here to float the
United Liberation Front of Asom.

Today, just three days short of complet-
ing 21 years, the banned outfit’s dream of a
“swadhin Asom (independent Assam)” lay
all but shattered as 436 of its activists sur-
rendered at the same venue and launched a
virulent attack against its leadership.

Led by self-styled ‘lieutenant’ Amrit
Phukon, a training instructor at an Ulfa
camp in Myanmar, altogether 532 militants
laid down arms in the presence of Governor
Lt. Gen. (retd) S.K. Sinha and chief minis-
ter Prafulla Kumar Mahanta.

While 432 of these rebels were from the
Ulfa, 77 belonged to the Karbi National Vol-
unteers and 19 to the National Democratic
Eront of Boroland. They deposited four AK-
45rifles, an AK-56 rifle, three carbines, six 9
mm pistols, 21 revolvers, two machine
guns, 17 12-bore rifles and five 303 rifles.

The function, christened a “rehabilita-
tion ceremony”, was the 14th of its kind in
the state since the unified command struc-

Over 500 militants give up arms, brand outfit
a terrorist group, Paresh Baruah a dictator

ture came into being. Given the number of
militants who surrendered, it was also the
most successful.

“The Ulfa is no longer a revolutionary
organisation. It has become a terrorist out-
fit,” said Phukon, who joined the militant
movement in 1992. “We hope the govern-
ment will not give us the short shrift,” he
added.

Phukon, who had been training Ulfa ac-
tivists in Myanmar for the past four years,
said the outfit’s leadership was least both-
ered about the development of Assam. “The
killing of social activist Sanjoy Ghose, who
was working for the uplift of the people of
Majuli, is a case in point,” he said.

Disillusioned with the militant move-
ment, Phukon pledged to work for the devel-
opment of the state and be “a good law-abid-
ing citizen”.

Lakhi Saikia, another Ulfa activist, said
there was a feud between the leadership of
the political and armed wings of the outfit.

“It was becoming increasingly difficult
for activists like us to survive. We had no
idea whom to support,” he said.

Saikia, who led the Agnigarh unit of the
Ulfa, said commander-in-chief Paresh
Baruah had turned into a dictator. “fhere
is no democracy in the outfit anymore,” he
said. The just-surrendered militant said he
wanted to see the Ulfa “finished” and would
do “anything” to ensure that. “I have not
surrendered because I fear being arrested
or killed by the security forces. It is just that
I am completely disillusioned Wlth the
Ulfa,” he said.

“We have shown the way and more are
on the way,” added Sewali Neog, the lone
woman to surrender. Welcoming the “mis-
guided” youth back to the mainstféam,
Gen. Sinha said their surrender was a step
towards restoration of normalcy. “Let this
event be a new chapter in the history of
Assam, which has witnessed bloodshed for
the last three decades,” he said.

Though the Assam government is yet to
work out a package for the rebels who sur-
rendered today, the Governor said no effort
would be spared to rehabilitate them.
“They will not be offered government jobs,
but provided the help necessary to become
self-reliant,” he said.

The chief minister echoed Sinha's
views, saying the mass surrender was one
of the most positive developments in recent
times. “Assam has not gained anything
from violence. We need change and these
kind of ceremonies will help us achieve
that,” he said. &

Criticising the Ulfa leadership, Mahan
ta said, “If the National Socialist Council of
Nagalim (Isak-Muivah) and the Bodo Liber-
ation Tigers can come forward for talks,
why can’t the Ulfa? The outfit’s leadership
is obviously not interested in the develop-
ment of Assam.”

Lt. Gen D .B. Shekatkar, general-officer-
commanding of the 4 Corps, urged the Ulfa .
leadership to come to the negotiation table
before “time runs out” and the state disinte-
grates. “We will provide whatever help is
necessary for their (Ulfa leaders’) rehabili-
tation,” he said.

.
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IT MAY BE dismi as a major publicity stunt

for the Assam Govéynment, but it was also the
largest-ever surrender by militants belonging to
the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA).
With a few cadres trom the KNV and the NDFB
also joining in, 532 militants surrendered before
the Governor, Lt. Gen. (retd.), S. K. Sinha. Even
as the ULFA prepares for its 21st anniversary
celebrations, this large scale surrender is sure to
deflate the militant outfit which has been hold-
ing Assam to ransom for over two decades. There
may not be big names in the list of cadres who
surrendered on Tuesday, but the numbers may
send out a clear message to others holed out in
the jungles. An active Governor and a Chief Min-
ister, Mr. P. K. Mahanta, who was himself part of
a student revolutionary movement that took up
arms, may provide the best setting for the trou-
bled State of Assam to resolve this separatist
menace once and for all. Lt. Gen. Sinha has ap-
parently spent some time with the Army working
on this event. The special offer during the new
year and dawn of the millennium for militants to
visit their families must have also induced some
of the less motivated youth to lay down arms and
seek reintegration with civil society,

It is important that both the Ass m Govern-
ment and the Centre must follow up on this sur-
render. Instead of adding numbers to the
S(urrendered)ULFA, they must seriously imple-
ment an attractive rehabilitation package for
these misguided youth. Though the Army and
the police are bound to pick on them to update
the intelligence inputs and strengthen counter
insurgency measures, it may not be right to de-
ploy the surrendered cadres in these operations.
Unless they are fully rehabilitated and reinte-
grated with their families and society, it cannot
spark a full-fledged desertion from these mil-
itant groups. So their rehabilitation must get top
priority. Just as the Centre is trying to engage the

NSCN outfits in Nagaland, the signal must go out
to the ULFA and all other groups active in the
Northeast that it is high time they gave serious
thought to dialogue and a negotiated solution to
all outstanding problems. The Assam Governor
may be ideally suited to make the preliminary
moves and send out serious feelers to all of them
to see if they are interested in a constructive
dialogue. With one or two senior functionaries of
the ULFA in what is called “effective custody”,
further developments may be on the anvil.

Be it in Assam or its neighbouring States, the
main problem seems to be the lack of devel-
opment in the region. Successive Governments -
at the Centre and in the States have announced
huge packages for the sister-States in the North-
east. They need to go further. While inviting the
militants and insurgents for talks, the States and
the Northeast Council must simultaneously
work on a set of priorities in development. Im-
proving transport and communications, gener-
ating employment and providing a market for
the produce are some urgent steps the adminis-
tration in these States must take to send out a
strong signal. There is bound to be resistance
from the dictatorial leadership of these groups,
when they realise that the cadres are deserting
them. But care must be taken to provide security
to the returning youth and demonstrate that
they can be rehabilitated effectively. The cadres
have reasons to flee and reject the authoritarian
leadership of commanders like Paresh Barua.
But they must be shown a viable and attractive
alternative in civil society. Mr. Mahanta may not
be an inspiring model as a political leader, but he
and his colleagues who joined the political .
mainstream have certainly come a long way. Un- |
fortunately, they have forgotten what they
fought for and failed to live up to the expecta-
tions of the people. That is the tragedy.
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“532 ULFA militants lay down arms

SAMUDRA GUPTA KASHYA

SIVASAGAR, APRIL 5 IR AN
, 7 s

THE authorities in Assam on Wednesda!
launched an assault on the outlawed ULFA by
organising a massive surrender ceremony on
the premises of the historic Rang-ghar, a 16th
century sports pavilion, where the organisation
was formally born exactly 21 years ago.

- Speaking on behalf of the 531 boys and a
woman who laid down arms and took an oath
of allegiance to the Constitution of India, seif-
styled lieutenant Amrit Phukan said ULFA
commander-in-chief Paresh Barua had become

a dictator and made ULFA his personal fief-

dom. “ULFA now runs according to the whims
and fancies of Paresh Barua, who is leading a
luxurious life along with his family abroad, while

| wearemade to fight here, risking our lives,” said
- Phukan, who quit after remaining an armed, ,

wing member for eight years.

Phukan, who hails from Amguri, near this
historic town which used to be the Ahom capital
for more than 200 years before Assam was an-
nexed to British India, also said that there was
total moral degradation in ULFA, which
prompted him and othersto quit. “There isalso
simmering discontent among the hundreds of
cadre who are holed up in camps in Bhutan,
and it is only a matter of time when the bubble

- mar Mahanta said that it was time the ULFA

will burst,” th “"-uyar_-;a}g,vouth who spoke for
15 minutes onbehar 61 1> comrades, added.
He also stated that a handful of self-styled
“saviours of Assam” had amassed huge sums
and were living in safety while the common peo-
ple and the lower-level cadre were suffering. Ex-
plaining the reasons behind his decision to quit,
Phukan said that while a large number of ULFA
cadre had increasingly realised that ULFA had

the people proved how strong the ULFAs mass
base waswhen the il war broke out.
Addressing the functionCM Prafulla Ku-

become a hindrance for Assam’s development, ‘l

leadersbegan to read the writing on the wall.
. 1

—
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/H igh command prevall\m{n TPCC

Tri quru Cong to

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

AGARTALA, April 6. — The
Tripura Congress unit today
announced that it would partic-
ipate in Tripura hill council
polls.

The TPCC, which yesterday
demanded that polls be
deferred, apparently changed
its decision under pressure
from the high command.

The TPCC chief, Mr Birjit
Sinha, and the leader of the
Congress in the Assembly, Mr
Jahar Saha, had demanded
that polls be postponed “in
view of the deteriorating situa-
tion arising out of escalating
insurgency in the state.”

Leaders of the Congress,
Tripura’s main Opposition
party, had also announced to
launch a state-wide agitation to
bring pressure on poll authori-
ties and the state government
to defer the electoral process “in
the interest of people.”

TPCC leaders, in a memoran-
dum to the commission for
council elections, had said: “A
free and fair polling is not at
all possible in hill areas in view
of the present situation.
Moreover, thousands of fami-
lies of Bengalis and tribals,
which have been forced by
insurgents to quit their areas,

must be given proper abili-
tation first.”
Mr Sinha did"not say what

prompted the party to decide in

“participate in
hill

PROHIBITORY ORDERS

AGARTALA, April 6. —
Prohibitory orders under
Section 144 of CrPC has been
imposed on West Tripura dis-
trict yesterday in view of
polls to the Tripura tribal
areas autonomous district
council, slated for 30 April 30
and 3 May 3. The orders will
remain in force till the end of
poll process. No fire arms,
crackers and weapons will be
allowed to be carried during
the period.— PTI

favour of participating in polls.
Though the TPCC rank and file
was opposed to participation,
the Congress high command
wanted the state Congress
leadership not to boycott coun-
cil elections.

The high command’s argu-
ment was: “The election is an
important democratic process.
A national party like the
Congress can hardly afford to
ignore the fray what ever may
be the situation.”

The TPCC chief, Mr Sinha,
released the first panel of 17
candidates. “The CPI-M’s cal-
culated move for keeping the
Congress in the race to give
credence to the electoral
process is now successful,” a
former TPCC chief said.

The TPCC’s changed decision
brought relief for the !;l ing

Sixth Schedule of~ the
Constitution. //
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Left Front. The four-party
Opposition alliance — compris-
ing the BJP, Trinamul
Congress, Janata Dal (United)
and the TUJS — had annou-
nced to boycott elections. The
Nationalist Congress Party will
also boycott polls.

Mr Bijoy Kumar Hrangk-
hawl’s TNV has announced to
abstain from the contest. The
TNV and the NLFT are sup-
porting the Indigenous People’s
Front of Tripura, a forum of
hill regional organisations. The
participation of the Congress in
the polls will give some credi-
bility to the electoral process.

A spokesman of the BJP state
committee said the Left Front’s
“conspicuous silence over the
exodus of minority non-tribal
voters from the hill autonom-
ous region under rebel pressure
was the most unfortunate.”

He said: “The CPI-M has gone
back on its assurance earlier
given to minorities living in
the hill autonomous region.

The Left Front is now
indulging in tribalism to woo
hill people’s support.”

The BJP leader said the CPI-
M had announced in the early
‘80s: “Our democracy is com-
mitted to safeguard interests of
tribal minorities in the state.”
On this commitment the tribal
areas autonomous district
council was set up under the

Y
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‘Mampury dgas ot backﬁ/ unity moves’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 6 \

KOHIMA, April 6. — Though
the Nagaland Assembly passed
resolutions three times to bring
all contiguous areas inhabited
by Nagas under a single
administrative unit, the Nagas
of Manipur did not respond
positively, the Nagaland
Speaker, Mr Zhovehu Lohe,
has said.

Even former chief ministers of
Manipur, Mr Yangmangso
Saiza and Mr Rishang
Keishing, replied in the nega-
tive.

Mr Lohe told reporters here
yesterday that the Centre had
made it clear that the territori-
al integrity of no North-eastern
state would be affected for
achieving Naga unity.

Ever since the political move-

Na as started,

compared to those ¢f Manipur,
the Speaker said.

The Manipur Nagas received
a lot of facilities from the
Nagaland government. The
Speaker regretted that the
Nagas of Manipur had failed to
acknowledge the facilities. On
the other had, they continued
to pester the Nagas of
Nagaland.

Mr Lohe denied the charge of
the Naga Hoho general secre-
tary that the present crisis
within the Hoho was the handi-
work of some overground
organisations of Nagaland.

The Naga Hoho should not act
as a front organisation of one
underground faction. “The
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Hoho should not show any sign
of inclination towards a partic-
ular underground faction —
how strong it might be.”

Mr Lohe said the Hoho should
be impartial so that Naga peo-
ple could freely express their
opinion on the issue of Naga
unity. “To me that is vital for
the survival of the Hoho”, he
said.

Consultations between the
Nagaland government and the
Centre, between the Naga
Hoho and the Centre as well as
between Naga groups and the
Union government are neces-
sary for solving the Naga politi-
cal issue “once and for all”, he
pointed out.

The Speaker said that the
Hoho should appreciate
Centre’s attempt to involve the
Nagaland government in the

e ...,-wr-"l""
v P

S 7 AR

peace process. To achieve a
solution to the Naga political
problem, the Centre should
take into consideration the
views of all sections — under-
ground or overground.

The Speaker said the
Congress would have appreci-
ated had the Centre talked to
other parties like NPC and
NDM.

“Here what is important is
magnanimity. Unless we have
magnanimity, how can we
bring a lasting solution”, he
asked.

However, the final solution
depends on the moves of the
underground groups and the
government of India.

Mr Lohe hoped that under-
ground groups would gain the
“mandate of the people” once
they are united.



Anti-Ulfa wave:

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Jorhat, April 7: Craving for
peace after over two decades of vi-
olence, thousands of people today
gave vent to their feelings at ral-
lies coinciding with the Ulfa’s 21st
foundation day.

“Assam has not gained any-
thing over the past two decades. It
has only witnessed bloodshed,”
said an elderly person at one such
rally at the Boarding Field in
Sivsagar town.

“Violence only begets vio-
lence. If Assam wants develop-
ment, peace will have to be re-
stored,” said another speaker.
Three days back, an Ulfa trainer
who led the surrender of 532 mili-
tants at the historic Rang Ghar
had spoken of militancy in the
same vein.

“Bereft of any ideology, the
Ulfa is heading nowhere. There is
no democracy in the set-up. There
is no doubt that it has turned into
a terrorist outfit,” said Amrit
Phukon, who used to train re-
cruits at the Ulfa’s White Basti
camp in Myanmar not long ago.

Observers feel the Ulfa “wrote

sweeps rallies

\

Q@ ‘l\(
its\own epitaph” by Xil\ing devel-
opment worker Sanjoy Ghose.

“Ghose’s death made the is-
landers realise that it was not the
Ulfa, but people like Ghose whom
they could bank on. The anti-Ulfa
spark ignited in the island spread
in the rest of the state like wild-
fire,” a senior official said.

Several years have elapsed
since Ghose was abducted and
Kkilled, but the people do not ap-
pear to have forgotten him. “If the
Ulfa is truly committed to the de-
velopment of Assam, why did it
kill Ghose? Why did it target ;
someone who came all the way
from Delhi to serve the people of
Majuli?” questioned a former gov-
ernment official at the rally here.

Though there is a groundswell
of public opinion against the Ulfa,
many believe that the proscribed
outfit can still redeem its image
by abjuring violence. A majority -
of the speakers at the peace rallies
in Sivsagar and the Court Field
here urged the outfit’s leadership
to come to the negotiating table.
Peace rallies were held in all parts

of the state, including Guwahati
and Siichar. today. i
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Pak’s Dhaka miséion has
ULFA: Mahanta

:ﬁl
HT Correspondent ( \ Revealing confessional statements of top mil-

link

X

Guwahati, April 7 N\ \
v A

State dreads the most, April 7, the raising

day of the United Liberation Front of
Assam (ULFA), Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar
Mahanta has divulged evidence of the Pakistan-
ULFA connection. He has also blamed the ISI
for promoting fundamentalism and militancy
among local Muslim youth by misleading them
in the name of “jehad”.

Mahanta's official outburst, close on the heels
of Union Minister L K Advani and senior BJP
leader Narendra Modi's north-east trip to high-
light the danger to the region from
Bangladeshis, has irked the minority leaders in
Assam. They view it as the Chief Minister's
rebuff to their move to form a common political
platform of pan-Islamic parties in the State.

In a strong statement issued here, Mahanta
said that his Government was in possession of
enough . proof that the Pakistan High
Commissioft in Dhaka was in touch the ULFA
leadership. It also provided the ULFA with
passports in the names of Muslims to facilitate
their frequent travel to and from Karachi, from
where they would be covertly taken to guerilla
training centres.

CHOOSING TO strike on the day the

tants like ULFA vice-chairman Pradip Gogoi,
Chief Minister said that the Assam police

a$ in possession of copies of ULFA comman-
er-in-chief Pareshm Barua's Bangladeshi pass-

Editor’s arrest flayed
THE LATE night arrest of Asomiya Pratidin

editor Haidad Hussain on Thursday by the
city police has attracted criticism for the
AGP-led Government. Hussain was appar-
ently arrested for “maintaining the ULFA
raising day celebrations in the outfit’s
Bhutan headquarters earlier”. According to
reports, police personnel followed him on
Friday night from his Chandramari office to
his residence. They surrounded his house as
soon as he stepped in and conducted a raid
thereafter. At the time of filing of this report,
Hussain was in detention at the Panbazar
police station. HTC, Guwahati

ports obtained fraudulently with the help of Pak
Embassy officials in Dhaka. One of these was in
the name of Kamaruddin Zaman Khan.

Mahanta also. stated that the past couple of
years saw the mushrooming of 11 Pak-funded
militant organisations in Assam.

e HINDUSTAY T2
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These were the Muslim United Liberation
Front of Assam, Muslim Liberatioin Tigers of
Assam, Islamic Liberation Army of Assam,
United Muslim Liberation Front of Assam,
United Reformation Protest of Assam, People's
United Liberation Front, Muslim Volunteer
Force, Adam Sena, Islamic Sevak Sangh,
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen and Harkat-ul-Jehad.

The gravity of Islamic fundamentalism was
realised when four Harkat, including two from
Pakistan (Md Fasih Ullah Hussaini from
Hyderabad, Sindh and Md Javed Wakhar from
Karachi) were arrested in July last year, the
Chief Minister added.

Meanwhile, peace rallies were organised
today by various political parties and social
organisations across the State condemning vio-
lence and terrorism. Timed with the ULFA rais-
ing day today, these rallies were targeted
against the banned outfit.

The day also marked the 63rd foundation day
of the Assam Legislative Assembly. A function,
attended by Lok Sabha speaker G M C
Balayogi, was held to felicitate former ministers
and legislators, some posthumously. They
included Sir Muhammad Saadullah, former
premier of Assam and Babu Basant Kumar
Das, the first Speaker of Assam Legislative
Assembly.
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| é”” ead of talks with govt'

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 9 APRIL
THE CENTRE crossed another
milestone in its efforts to bring
peace to the Northeast through
dialogue with militant groups,
with the rebel Naga outfit NSCN
(Khaplang) on Sunday announcing
its decision to enter into a cease-
fire with the Union government,
ahead of opening political-level
parleys.

“NSCN has called a formal
ceasefire with the government in
Naga-inhabited areas to fulfil the
demand of the Nagas for peace
and thereafter a permanent politi-
cal settlement,” an NSCN(K)
release issued by its in- formation
and publicity wing-in-charge
Kughalo Mulatonu in Kohima said.

The NSCN faction, headed by
S.S. Khaplang, by declaring a
ceasefire with the Centre, which
apparently means suspension of
operations against the army, cen-
tral paramilitary forces and even
the state police, has joined the
likes of its regional rival — the
NSCN (Isaac-Muivah) and the
Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT) —
both of which are observing a

K) announces ceasef 1re

ceasefire with the Union govern-
ment in Nagaland and Assam
respectively.

The Khaplang faction’s will-
ingness to enter into a truce with
the Centre was first made public
Dby the Nagaland chief minister,
Mr S.C. Jamir, following his visits
to New Delhi last month to discuss
the possibility of broadbasing the
Naga peace talks with Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee and senior
Union government officials.

The NSCN(K) on Sunday hint-
ed that a high-level meeting of the
outfit will be held soon to work out
the modalities of the ceasefire.
The ground rules for the formal
ceasefire will then be laid down at
a meeting between the rebel lead-
ership and a government emis-
sary, the venue and date for which
has to be intimated by the PMO, a
NSCN(K) representative reported-
Iy told the news agencies.

While the NSCN(I-M) was the
first to initiate peace talks with the
Union government its leadership
had inked a ceasefire agreement
with the Centre way back in
August 1997. The BLT formalised
its pact for “suspension of opera-

tions™ against the security forges
in Assam only last month.

Although the NSCN(I-M) has
held several rounds of discussions
with the Centre’s emissary, for-
mer Upion home secretary K.
Padmanabhaiah, in foreign desti-
nations, the peace dialogue is yet
to make much headway. The talks
are currently on hold following
the recent arrest of its leader T.
Muivah in Thailand on charges of
carrying a fake passport.

Both the NSCN(K) and the
NSCN(I-M) have been waging a
parallel bush war in Nagaland for
an independent tribal homeland
outside the Indian federation.
More than 25,000 people have
lost their lives during the 52-year-
old insurgency.

Rivalry exists even between
the two NSCN factions over the
question of territorial supremacy.
While their respective ceasefires
with the Centre will lead to sus-
pension of operations vis-a-vis the
security forces, the internecine
warfare between the NSCN(I-M)
and NSCN(K) may continue t
interfere with the restoration 4f
normalcy in Nagaland.
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PRESS TRUST OF DIA

KOHIMA, Aprl

9. — The

NSCN (Khaplang faction) '

today decided to have a formal
cease-fire with the central gov-
ernment.

An NSCN-K release recelved
here said “The NSCN has
decided to have formal cease-
fire with the government of
India in Naga-inhabited areas
to fulfil the demand of the
Nagas for peace and thereafter
a permanent political settle-
ment.”

The release issued by the
NSCN-K information and pub-
licity wing in-charge, Kughalo
Mulatonu, said: “The future of
the Nagas will be decided very
shortly with unanimous
consensus of the Nagas”, insist-
ing that the “future of the
Nagas cannot and will not be
decided by others but the
Nagas alone.”

The NSCN-K had already

expressed its desire to hold

olitical talks with the Centre

ut asserted that New Delhi
should revoke the ban on the
outfit and other laws which it
termed as “black laws” such
as Armed Forces (Special
Power) Act from Naga-mhablt-
ed areas.

The Nagaland government
has also been insisting that the
Centre should extend the
cease-fire to all underground
groups and include all factions
under the purview of the ongo-
ing peace process.

The Centre and NSCN (Issak-
Muivah faction) had signed the
cease-fire agreement in August
1997 which expires on next
July.

Meanwhile, NSCN-K sources
said a high-level meeting of the
outfit would be held very soon
to finalise the modalities for
the formal cease-fire.

The outfit has also decided to
invite prominent Naga citizens

THE STATESMA®
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\ agrees on ceasefire

to another meeting to express
their views and opinions on the
imminent cease-fire and politi-
cal talks, they said.

As a local arrangement, in
the greater interest of the cur-
rent peace talk process
between the NSCN (Issak-
Muivah faction) and the
Centre, security forces had
extended unilateral cease-fire
to the NSCN-K too which
expires on 15 April.

Although NSCN-K had not
officially reciprocated to the
cease-fire offer, there was no
report of any clash between
security forces and the under-
ground outfit in Nagaland in
the last two years.

However, such clashes were
on between the two factions
of the NSCN even after repeat-
ed appeals made by the govern-
ment and various non-govern-
ment organlsatlons to stop
such activities in the interest of
peace in the state.
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Assam, Tripura
joint Operation |
to nab ultras,

Agartala, April 9 qy ~ N

ASSAM AND TripIura police will
conduct joint operations along the
border of the two States to flush
out militants and exchange intelli-
gence information.

A meeting of senior Tripura and
Assam police officers, besides top
officials of the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF), was held at
Karimganj in Assam early this
week to finalise the modalities of
the joint operations. This is the
first of its kind in the North-east,
said North Tripura’s Superinten
dent of
Police
Nepal Das
here today,

CRPF
personnel will participate in the

An official report said National
Socialist Council of Nagaland
(NSCN-IM) and United
Liberation Front of Asom
(ULFA) militants were training
the ultras of the National
Liberation Front of Tripura
(NLFT) and All
Tripura Tiger Force (ATTF).

NLFT, ATTE, NSCN (IM) and
ULFA militants have jointly con-

. ducted a series of attacks in

Eye On Border Crime

joirkt operations, which will be led ™

by senior police officials of the
two States, Das said.

Information and intelligence
reports about the movement and
activities of the underground mili-
tants will be shared by the police
of the two States.

The Tripura delegation was led
by DIG (northern range) K
Nagraj and DIG (Cachar range)
headed the Assam police.

The proposed joint operations
will also keep a watch on other
border crimes, Das said.

Tripura and in the Barak valley of
Assam, the report said. Several
shelter camps have also been set
up by the outfits in Bangladesh.

Meanwhile,
the Tripura
Government
has stepped
up the ongo-
ing counter insurgency operations
in the State in view of the ensuing
elections to the Tripura Tribal
Areas Autonomous District
Council (TTAADC), slated on
April 30 and May 4, election com-
missioner for district council
Sudhir Sharma said here today.
Additional paramilitary forces will
be deployed in the trouble-torn
areas, he added.

Security forces arrested a top
NLFT militant from
Amarpur
yesterday.

in South Tripur
' NI)
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THE TREK BACK
’i{\% WSwadhin Asom’ a lost cause 9%

HE\sur nder of 532 activists of the United Liberation
Front of Asom, National Democratic Front of Bodoland and
Karbi National Volunteers is welcome but neither side stands
“to gain if former rebels are not rehabilitated in time. This
must be the government’s main objective if it wants to break
the backbone of the militant organisations. But they should
not be treated as a privileged class. More than 800 trained
Ulfa cadres, who came overground after the outfit’s unilateral
declaration of ceasefire in December 1991, enjoyed outrageous
indulgence under the late Hiteshwar Saikia, their mode of
functioning demoralising law-enforcing agencies. They were
promised Rs 2,000 per month for a year and given vocational
training according to their qualifications and aptitude. This
should help them make worthwhile attempts to start a new
life. But the number of weapons deposited was disappointing;
this must be pursued.

Dispur’s attitude towards the Ulfa has changed after the
murder some weeks ago of a ruling AGP minister. Prafulla
Mahanta who, in July 1998, avoided being seen at the first
surrender ceremony organised by the army, no longer seems
to think that instead of piecemeal arrangements they should
be encouraged to come to the negotiating table. It must be
painful for the Ulfa leadership to see the organisation fighting

© for “swadhin Asom” being fractured (more than a dozen
times), but they asked for it. The surrender is a tribute to the
unified command’s patience and realisation that the armed
struggle rooted in socio-economic grievances must be tackled
accordingly. Dispur must consolidate the advantage. This is
the Ulfa’s last chance, if they do not respond they will end up
like the self-exiled Naga supremo Angami Zapu Phizo.

wHE STATESHY”
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o ALL? A PEACE( (o

he hopes of A fire and subsequent talks with

militant outfitslinjNagaland had started building

up since the visitjof the chief minister, Mr S.C.
Jamir, to New Delhi last month. Now that the Nationalist
Socialist Council of Nagaland (Khaplang) has decided to
accept the Centre’s offer of a ceasefire, these hopes show
signs of maturing. Not that the way to even a low level
equilibrium in the state is likely to be smooth. But the
willingness of the NSCN(K) is promising, if only be-
cause the Centre’s exchanges so far had been chiefly with
the National Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muiv-
ah). As is usual in the strife riddled states of the North-
east, any particular event can spin off into any direction.
While the NSCN(K)’s initiative looks good, the NSCN(I-
M)’s response to it remains far from predictable. Mr
Jamir has reportedly asked the Centre to involve all the
major militant outfits in the talks, that is, the NSCN(K),
NSCN(I-M) and the Naga National Council. Discrete or
exclusive discussions with one or the other are likely to
exacerbate tensions among the different groups and de-
molish the peace process before it gets off the ground.

While this is by far the most farsighted and sensible

thing to do, a plan to bring all underground outfits into
the scope of the peace process may not be easy to imple-
ment. Inter-group rivalry has been a major threat to
peace during the last three years. Killings have contin-
ued throughout the period that ceasefire has been opera-
tive from the side of the security forces, extending till
July for the NSCN(I-M) and April 15 for the NSCN(K).
The latter’s decision must be seen in this perspective as a
willingness to scale down factional hostility before the
unilateral ceasefire expires. The incarceration of Mr T.
Muivah has also provided it with an opportunity to im-
prove its image vis a vis the NSCN(I-M). The Naga Hoho,
the apex tribal group, has already warned against the
possibility of the NSCN(I-M) withdrawing from the
peace process if the Nagaland government, perceived as
closer to the Khaplang faction, is seen to be active in it.
There is no doubt that somebody must take the initiative,
and the NSCN(K) has done so. How far this will take the
state towards normalcy will depend as much on the
NSCN(K) as on the Centre, the state government, and the
other disaffected outfits.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

IMPHAL, April 10. — Mr W
Nipamacha Singh has justified
his demand for autonomy to
Manipur.,

Speaking at a gathering of
United Front ministers organ-
ised by Manipur State
Congress Party workers here,
the chief minister said: “We are
not asking for a independent
state. All we want is a greater
degree of autonomy for
Manipur inside India.”

The autonomy demand is
inconsonance with the common
manifesto of the United Front.
“We are not alone in this
demand. Several other states
are also rooting more powers,”
he said.

Stating that there was no
move by the Centre to declare
a financial emergency in the
state, Mr Nipamacha Singh
said the country is going
through a financial crisis and
that the fiscal position of many
other states is worse than that
of Manipur. “The Centre
understands this.”

On arms-snatching incidents,
he said that the Union home
minister had asked him to take
action against the top brass
instead of “small fries.”

Mr L K Advani had demand-
ed accountability at the top
level.

by
omy

Mr Nipamacha Singh said he
had asked the Union home
minister whether he should
step down as he was holding
the home portfolio.

Mr Advani, however, said:
“You (Mr Nipamacha Singh)
are democratically elected.
Why should you step down?”

The chief minister used the
reception party to consolidate
his leadership.

The Union minister of state,
Mr Th. Chaoba, had criticised
the chief minister for his state-
ment on autonomy.

Mr Nipamacha Sigh said,: “I
will resign if required. If I am
not able to perform my duties,
I will step down.”

Similar statements in the
past had helped him consoli-
date his position in the min-
istry.

He told the gathering that the
BJP has no future in the state.
“The BJP cannot come to
power in the state. They are
building castles in the air.” !

Speaking on the occasion, Dr |
Chandramani Singh, deputy |
chief minister, said: “Even if !
Mr Advani was made the chief
minister of Manipur, he would
not be able to solve the insur-
gency problem in Manipur.”
The state police is ill-equipped,
he said. “How can the police,
with .303, fight against mili- |
tants with AK 47s?” he asked. (




_Fragile peace,

HE guns may not
boom that loudly in
the Naga insurgency
theatre of late, but
there's a blistering
war of words between the dif-
ferent Naga rebel factions,
between the rebels and the
government and between the
rebels and the organisations
considered peace brokers. To
say the least, the Naga peace
process has entered an
extremely delicate stage.
On the one hand, there has
been a halt in the ongoing
exercise of dialogue between
the government of India and
the NSCN (Isak-Muivah
group) ever since the outfit’s
general secretary Thuingaleng
Muivah was arrested on 19
January by the authorities in
Thailand and jailed on charges
of flying into the country on a
forged South Korean passport.
On the other hand, the NSCN-
IM’s most bitter rival, the
NSCN (Khaplang), has called
a ceasefire with New Delhi as
a concrete step

‘hargains

The mood in Nagaland is for peace and New
Delhi needs to tread carefully so as not to
lose an opportunity which may not come

again for years. Again, transparency in the
dealings will determine the success of the
peace efforts, writes WASBIR HUSSAIN

New Delhi’s official interlocu-
tors. Of course, from the gov-
ernment of India’s point of
view, it would have been a
good political and strategic
move to try and bail out
Muivah so as to gain the trust
of fhe rebel group. But here,

e must not lose sight of
media reports that it could

towards joining
the process of
negotiations with
the government of
India.

The first signs of
trouble in the

peace prokess was
the rebel XroAp’s
reluctance to nom-
inate anybody else [
in place of Muivah
to continue the
dialogue until his
release from
prison. New
Delhi’s argument
that it was hold-
ing negotiations
with the NSCN (I-
M) as an organisa-
tion and not with
an individual
leader failed to cut
the ice with the
rebel top brass.
They have decided
to stick to their
stand of not nomi-
nating anyone else
to lead the talks on behalf of
their organisation until
Muivah’s release from jail.
The second problem was over
whether the Indian govern-
ment should intervene to
secure Muivah’s release in the
interest of the peace process.

Here the difficulty was from
more than one quarter: first,

New Delhi would not like to

interfere in the judicial
process of another country,
but it could have still tried to
launch a diplomatic exercise to
bail out the detained Naga
“ rebel leader. But, things were
not so easy. Any such move
could have been thought of if a
request would have come from
the NSCN(I-M). But, accord-
ing to published reports,
Muivah is dead against mak-
ing any such request to the
Indian government. The
NSCN(I-M)’s stand is under-
standable because, like the
other Naga rebel factions, it
doesn’t regard Nagaland or
the Nagas as Indians. In fact,
riding on this stand, outfits
like the NSCN(I-M) have been
waging a bush war to, as it
says, regain the lost freedom
of the Nagas.
Muivah, therefore, doesn’t
consider himself an Indian cit-
izen and this is poses a techni-
cal problem for the peace
intermediaries, maybe even to

o

The NSCN {I-M) considers SC Jamir {right) and his Congress government enem

rival NSCN(K) faction to neu-
tralise it).

One is not trying to even
remotely suggest that the
Centre should not involve the
state government concerned in
the peace process. But, if keep-
ing out a state government
ultimately leads to a solution
of a thorny 50-year-old prob-

as New Delhi’s puppet.

have been the RAW which had
tipped off the Thai authorities
that Kwang Chu Soong (under
which name Muivah was trav-
elling at the time of his arrest
on 19 January) was a North
Korean agent, {ravelling on a
South Korean passport with a
mission to blow up the South
Korean embassy in Bangkok
ahead of an important Unitgd
Nations meeting. -

Apparently, it was this bit of
information that drove the
Thai authorities into a tizzy,
leading to alert immigration
officials arresting Muivah as
he alighted from a flight from
Karachi. _

That is a different story, but
things at home have become
all the more complex with
Nagaland chief minister SC
Jamir now saying that follow-
ing a meeting with the Prime
Minister and the union home
minister recently, the Centre
has agreed to consult the
Nagaland government too in
the peace process. The move
has the potential to even
derail the peace talks between
the Centre and the NSCN (I-
M). This is because the NSCN
(I-M) considers Mr Jamir and
his Congress government its
enemy number one (primarily
owing to the NSCN(I-M)’s sus-
picion that Mr Jamir and com-
pany could be backing the

‘Centre and h
. relinquished officg.to usher in

lem, it’s worth it. After all, the
Congress government of
Lalthanhawla wasn’t involved
in the peace talks between the
Mizo Nationgl Front and the
e had, in fact,

MNF chieftain Laldenga ;
Mizoram’s ch’%ef minidter'.s
Soon as the 3726 Accord was
Slinched iri 1956, ' e
Of course, Mr Jamir, to be
fair to him, has also gone on
record as having said he is
ready to lay down office for the
scke of peace in Nagaland.
T 1t his word can be taken
-iously onl - if his govern-
. nt treads c refully in so far
¢« commenti g in public on
t 2 ongoingpt: ce process. The
¢  ief ministe who has sur-
‘ed multip' = assassination
..:ds appar - tly by the

T ISCN(I-M), is . bitter critic of

vhe nature t the ceasefire
between the government of
India and the NSCN(I-M) &1
rently in force jn Nagalanu,
and has described it as a
licence to the outfit’s rebels to
indulge in loot, murder and
arson. T

On the other hand, Mr Jamir
is right in saying that a piece-
meal solution cannot bring
lasting peace in Nagaland and
that other Naga rebel groups
such as the NSCN(K) must
also be roped into the process.

y No. 1 and has described him

It is indeed heartening to hear

from none other than home

minister LK Advani that the

NSCN(K) too could soon be

invited to join the negotia-

tions. This can now happen

sooner than expected with the

NSCN(K) announcing its deci-

sion to sign a ceasefire agree-

ment soon. In doing so, howev-

er, New Delhi must ensure

that the ongoing efforts with

the NSCN(I-M) aren't jeopar-

dised. If the latest efforts to

bring the NSCN(K) and the

Naga National Council (for
long led by Angami Zapu

Phizo who was the father of
Naga militancy) into the fold
of negotiations is, even
remotely, an attempt to side-
line the NSCN(I-M), the scene
in Nagaland is bound to turn

even murkier.

A situation is gradually

unfolding in the Naga theatre

where the NSCN(I-M) and the

NSCN(K) have launched

moves to prove who is the

more legitimately representa-

tive of the Nagas.

The rebel groups
have perhaps
thought it necessary
to try and demon-
strate this so that
New Delhi could
decide which of the
two outfits should be
given more weigh-
tage as the peace
talks go on. It was
not surprising,
therefore, to fihd the
NSCN(K) warning
the chief minister
recently (despite
suggestions from
rivals that it is soft
towards the Jamir
government) to keep
away from  the
Nagas struggle as
well as the peace
process.

The NSCN(K) has
described Mr Jamir
as New Delhij’s nup-
pet and has i used®
him of press;?i‘fing
the Centre to declare
the NSCN(I-M) an
outlawed organisa-
tion. The Khaplang faction is
not known to have used such
harsh language to attack Mr
Jamir before and this changed

. ftance is seen by Naga insur-

gency observers as the out-

-come:of the compulsions of th

time. )
With the battle for supremacy
onr in full swing even before
the talks with one group, that
is the NSCN(I-M) making any
headway, New Delhi is in for
some hard times to settle
things in Nagaland. The
Centre can least afford to feel
happy or relieved at this stage
over hard bargainer Muivah’s
detention in Thailand. After
all, even US Congressmen like
Benjamin A Gilman (chair-
man of the US Congress
Committee on International
Relations) have written to
Thai Prime Minister Chuan
Leekpai pleading for Muivah's
release for the sake of peace in
the troubled Naga areas.

The mood in Nagaland is for
peace and New Delhi needs to
tread carefully so as not to
lose an opportunity which may
not come around agaia for
years. Here, transparer.cy in
the dealings will detecmine
the success of the peace
efforts. :

(The writer is editor »f The
Northeast Daily, Guwa +*.)
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OR BODO Liberation Tigers
eaders warned the state
overnment that holding
elections to the Bodoland
Autonomous Council will go
against the spirit of the ongoing
negotiations and send wrong sig-
nals to the other groups closely

following the talks.

Holding their first ever press
conference, vice-chairman of the
Bodo Liberation Tigers Kamal
Mushahari and publicity secre-
tary of the organisation Mainao
Daimary, who will represent the
Tigers in the negotiations, said on
Tuesday that the state’s present
political scenario was not con-
ducive to development.

They said with 80 per cent to
90 per cent of the total resources
going towards payment of salaries
there was no scope for sustained
economic development and thus,
they added, there was all the
more need to demand a separate
state of Bodoland.

The two leaders said the
Tigers, though still an under-
ground organisation, had agreed
to hold talks after the constitution
of a Ceasefire Monitoring Group
with Union joint secretary
(home) G.K. Pillai as the chair-
man and representatives from
BLT, state government, army and
other para military forces after

seven months of Ws. The

. ,,
Molfs/ to violate spirit of
ions: Bodo leaders °

aanl .

Rl

Bodoe Liberation Tigers leaders Kamal Mushaari and

Mainao Daimary at a press conference in Guwahati on

Tuesday

talks were held following an ini-
tiative by Union home minister
LK. Advani.

Mainao Daimary, blaming a
section of the media, said some
people have been giving wrong
information that the state had
no role in the peace process
but, he added, that as soon as
the contact was made and the
process started the chief minis-
ter took initiative and nominat-
ed representatives of the state
government for the tripartite
talks between the BLT, the
Union and state governments.

Kamal Mushahari, while
asking the NDFB to take part in
the talks, said: “They must

realise the gro realities and
come to hold 2& the wel-

Caroline Singh
fare of the people of Bodola‘z;gél’
He was hopeful that
NSCN (K), NSCN (IM) afd
their organisation coming fo
hold talks, other organisations
will also realise the need 'to
hold  talks with  the
government. f
Later, when asked what
were the factors responsible
for their taking extreme steps
like taking up arms and asking
for a separate state of
Bodoland, Kamal Mushabgri
said for the last over 50 yeaPs
there has been negative eco-
nomic development in the Bodo
areas and no attempt has bee
made to even give basic ameni-
ties like educatjeg’ and health
care. .
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“"Naga peace process ent

\ By Vinay Kumar (> ,\Y Naga Ho Ho, have expressed their

NEW LHi, APRIL. 12. The 30-
month-old peace process in Na-
galand appears to have entered a
delicate stage with the Khaplang
faction of the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (NSCN) for-

' mally announcing its decision on

. Sunday to agree to the ceasefire

with the Centre. Though informal
contacts were established be-
tween the Centre and the NSCN
(Khaplang) group about a year
ago, the group came around to
formally agreeing to the ceasefire
only now. The Nagaland Chief
Minister, Mr. S. C. Jamir, who is
seen as being soft towards the
NSCN (Khaplang) group, had re-
cently met the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the
Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani, and urged them to in-
clude the rebel group in the peace
process in the State.

The formal a Ell\r{cemeggtxﬂy
the NSCN (Khaplang) also indi-
cates that overwhelming mood in
Nagaland is for peace as several
NGOs and social organisations in
the State, including the influential

views in favour of peace and de-
velopment of the State which has
witnessed insurgency over the
last five decades. In Assam too,
the Centre and the Bodo Liber-
ation Tigers (BLT) announced
suspension of operations on
March 15. Last week, in Sibsagar
district in Assam about 530 men
from ULFA and other militant
outfits surrendered before the au-
thorities. The developments may
help generate a conducive atmo-
sphere for peace in the region.

The NSCN (K} also finds itself
catapulted to a significant posi-
tion as its bitter rival, the NSCN
(Issac-Muivah) group which had
agreed to the ceasefire arrange-
ment in August 1997 and has held
talks with the Centre is beset with
its own problems. The NSCN(I-

M) general secretary, Mr. Thuin-
 galeng Muivah, is serving a jail

term imposed by the Thai author-
ities after he was found travelling
to Bangkok on a fake South Ko-
rean passport in January.

Mr. Muivah's arrest also result-
ed in putting off the scheduled
round of talks in February with

TS ot I8

the Central Government’s chief
negotiator, Mr. K. Padmanbhaiah.
The NSCN (I- M) faces a tricky sit-
uation as the group has always
claimed that it believed in collec-
tive leadership, indicating that
peace talks could go on even
when Mr. Muivah was behind t
bars.

Over the past ong m ,
group has demanded that talks be
held at the level of the Prime Min-
ister and asserted that it would
have none other than Mr. Mujvah
to represent the organisation at
the talks with the Centre. Well
placed sources in the Govern-
ment say that the NSNC(I-M) is
dominated by Thangkhul tribals
and its claim of “collective lead-
ership” has fallen flat as it did not
nominate a representative other
than Mr. Muivah for the talks.Un-
willing to take up the issue of
early release of Mr. Muivah with
the Thai authorities for the sake of
peace in Nagaland, sources in the
Government say that it would not
be proper for the Government to
interfere in the judicial process of
another country.

As the Union Home Ministry

ers crucial stage

and the NSCN (K) representatives
sit down soon to lay down the
or ceasefire, the
would also have (g,
e strategy to bring the
(I-M) and the Khaplang fag;,:
on together on the negotiating
table. “‘Talks with the NSCN(I-M}
will go on as usual. It will be,a.
long drawn process before peace
returns to Nagaland. We will alsg .
have to involve the Naga National
Council in the peace process,;.,
sources said. .

Though the NSCN(I-M) is moré:

-powerful and deadlier of the twé’

militant groups, the Khaplarg:
faction is reportedly numerically
stronger and dominated by Ko::
nyaks, Hemis, Semas tribes. Thé
configuration of the tribal set ugp’
in the militant group, their re:v
spective areas of domination oft:
the ground play a crucial role in

determining who is on a stronger!
wicket where and who represents

Nagas in more legitimate way~
than the other. Any feeling of be+

ing sidelined by the Centre by @i
ther of the groups would also aet::
as a deterrent in further progress
of the peace process. w
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d??xands Centre’

So¥ intervention

l\
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE \"6\5\ RN
AR ~ W VA
AGARTALA, April 12. — The four-party Opposition alliance, led
by the BJP, has demanded “Centre’s intervention” in Tripura
immediately in view of “escalating ethnic disturbances” in parts of
state before elections to the hill council.

Leaders of alliance constituents — the BJP, Trinamul Congress,
Janata Dal (United ) and TUJS — earlier met here to review the
state’s latest situation arising out of mayhem by rebel groups.

They feared that Tripura might be heading for another blood
bath like that in June 1980 in which over 2,000 innocents of
Bengali and tribal communities were killed and over 25,000 hous-
es were torched. Mr Rabindra Devbarma, TUJS general secretary
and the alliance spokesman, said the state government had “mis-
erably failed” in tackling the situation. “The govt is apparently
keen on avoiding responsibility by blaming either the Centre or
the Opposition for the worsening situation.”

He said separate messages were already sent to the Prime
Minister and the Union home minister demanding immediate
Central intervention in the state to save the lives and property of

- the citizens. Mr Devbarma expressed his concern over the manner
in which about 500 houses of tribals and non-tribals were torched
by organised miscreants in a large number of villages around
Jirania hill township during the past two days.

The alliance will stage a demonstration here on 17 April “to
protest against the state government’s failure in dealing with the
situation properly”. Mr Devbarma issued an appeal to the people
to maintain peace and harmony.

The opposition alliance earlier announced its decision to boycott
elections to the hill areas autonomous district council. Mr Jahar
Saha, leader of Congress opposition group in the House said:
“Holding of a free and fair election in the present situation is not
at all possible.” He urged the Commission for autonomous district
council poll to defer the election process immediately “to save life
and properties of the citizens.”

He also said the state Congress might soon review its decision
on participating in the poll process in view of steadily deteriorat-
ing situation.

The TPCC chief, Mr Birjit Sinha, noted his anxieties over the
recent spurt in incidents of mayhem and violence, wanton abduc-
tions and torching of houses by armed rebel groups. He felt, the
rise in rebel violence was hastening process of an ominous polari-
sation on ethnic line in the state.

CPI-M worker killed: NLFT militants raided Gandhi Karbari
para in the Chhamanu area of North Tripura last night. They
picked up Mr Subalya Chakma, a tribal activist of the CPI-M,
from his house and later killed him.

Body recovered: The body of Gopal Das, a villager, was recov-
ered by police from Dilbag area of Dharmanagar subdivision of
North Tripura last night. He was earlier kidnapped from his
house by a group of criminals on 4 April. '
Encounter: NLFT men fired at a patrol of the Tri
Rifles at Radhamohon pur in West Tripura last ni
men returned the fire.

The encounter lasted for about half-an-hour.
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/Old wounds and a sign of light

X
\‘\
TONAL Socialist Council of

I Nagaland (NSCN) has stated that it

can only be represented by NSCN gen-
eral secretary Isaac Muivah in the ongoing
peace talks with the Government. But
Muivah is in a Bangkok prison for entering
the country on a forged passport in January.
He has been sentenced to an year’s impris-
onment for trying to escape from the
country while on bail and is now awaiting a
second trial. -

Union Home Minister L.’ K. Advani’s call
for talks with rebels in the North-cast is a
positive move. Surely, the effort should be to
heal bitter memories and bring in a spectrum
of pubhc opinion to the negotiating table.
But it won’t be easy and the Government
would need to be immensely patient and
tactical if it really wants a solution to this
festering wound.

The last round of talks in early February
had to be cancelled because Muivah was in
prison. The Indian Government cannot
wait for him to complete his sentence to
resume talks with the NSCN. Resolving the
Naga issue can wait, but what cannot is the
extension of the two-and-a-half-year old
ceasefire in Nagaland, which ends on July
31. An agreement has to be reached
between the two parties before the cease-
fire is extended. In the absence of such

a move, Nagaland and Manipur will lapse ¥

into a more intense armed conflict than
ever before.

The hopes of the NSCN nominating anoth-
er leader to continue the talks with the per-
sonal envoy of the Prime Minister were
dashed in early February, when it stated that
it was not going to hand over Muivah’s role
to anyone else. The NSCN is convinced that
Muivah has been arrested as a result of pres-
sure on the Thai government by authorities
in Delhi. Several international organisations,
including  Unrepresentated  People’s
Organisation in a recent meeting in
Amsterdam, has asked for Muivah’s release.
Their contention is that he is a political pris-
oner and not a criminal.India had been ask-
ing BaAgkok not to allow the Nagas to use
Thailand for their political activities. India
had sent its Minister of State for External

a

PLATFORM

Affairs to Thailand along with joint secretary
S. J. Singh to press this point.

The NSCN believes that if New Delhi uses
the same diplomatic clout with Thailand that
it had used earlier, it will succeed in getting
Muivah out of jail. Opinion on taking an ini-
tiative to secure Muivah’s release is, howev-
er, deeply divided within the power circles in
Delhi and Nagaland. The stock answer given
is that Muivah has not been arrested as an
Indian citizen, so the Indian Government’s
hands are tied. The real reason, however,
lies elsewhere. The military has been accus-
ing the NSCN of using the ceasefire period

for stockpiling weapons. It also maintains
that the NSCN has violated the truce condi-
tions. The army has used this argument since
the first ceasefire was signed in 1964.

Some government leaders have found it
upsetting that Muivah should be in Pakistan
during the hijacking of the Indian Airlines
flight from Kathmandu. They believe that he

may have been plotting against India with the’

help of the ISI by organising the transport of
weapons from Thailand to the North-east
through Myanmar. They conclude that
Muivah’s continued collaboration with
Pakistani authorities was established beyond

doubt when it was revealed by a Bangkok -

report that the South Korean passport he
was travelling on bore only the stamp of his
exit from Karachi and not that of his entry.

THE HINDUSTAN THE
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HARISH CHANDOLA on the desperate need to break the deadlock between
the rebels and the Government and force a peace in Nagaland

Hence, his presence in Pakistan while he was
negotiating a peace settlement with India is
being taken as a mark of his insincerity.
Nagaland Chief Minister S.C. Jamir is a
strong supporter of the view that Muivah
should be left to rot in the Thai prison. There
was a major attempt to assassinate Mr Jamir
a few months ago which the Nagaland
Government believes is the work of the
NSCN. This was the second attempt on Mr
Jamir’s life. He, therefore, is determined to
sece that Muivah stays where he is. The
NSCN, on its part, considers Mr Jamir as the
biggest hurdle in the way of a settlement of
the Naga issue with India. And they may be
partially right.
Extending the ceasefire in Nagaland is
essential. That the Nagas have been going
to Pakistan to obtain arms is an old story. It
began in 1955 when arrangements were
made for A.Z. Phizo’s escape through what

| was then East Pakistan. This led to a neatly

20-year long period of underground conflict

g during which arms were smuggled into
Naga

areas from East Pakistan.
Significantly, Delhi succeeded in halting
that traffic by signing a ceasefire and open-
ing peace talks with the Nagas in

September 1964.

Today, Delhi stands to lose if the ceasefire

1 is not extended or breaks down. The

Northeast falls in the periphe New
Delhi’s policy framework. No one seems to
care while the intensity of the conflict on

becomes more bitter. The fact that history
has shown little progress should not deter the
Government to end the cycle of violence and
alienation in the region. The Centre must
realise that by alienating the people, they are
only strengthening the hands of various
underground factions.

A political solution would mean a reopen-
‘ing of consensual dialogne with all con-

cerned, including Muivah, who still holds a

.. considerable support base amorg the Nagas.
,Nagaland needs a democratic splution; look-

ing at the conflict purely as a liw and order

‘problem is not going to lead to:any tangible

result, as is evidenced by moje than two

- decades of underground rebellioa in the area

despite continued army presence

(

|
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~Militant clash
sparks tension

m/m N agaland

OUR CORRESPONDENT

ohlma, April 13: Tension
mounted in the Konyak-dominat-
ed Dizit area of Nagaland’s Mon
district today with the outbreak of
the first ever factional clash.

Both factions of the NSCN
traded fire inside the forests of
Tiru bordering Assam this morn-
ing when senior NSCN (Khap-
lang) leaders were on the verge of
resuming discussions to finalise
the modalities of ceasefire.

Violence erupted as soon as of-
ficials from New Delhi and Kohi-
ma left for Tuensang from Mon.

NSCN(K) sources told The
Telegraph that senior leaders of
the outfit including its general
secretary K. Zhimoni had been en-
gaged in “threadbare discus-
sions” for the past three days to fi-
nalise modalities of the ceasefire.
A senior legislator from Mon said
clashes were unheard of in the

‘ peaceful Konyak territory before.

The district police said tension

i has been mounting over the past

week after a large group of
NSCN(I-M) activists sneaked into
Dizit and Tiru areas of the district,

! which is a NSCN (Khaplang)

stronghold.

Permit relaxation

The Centre has decided to relax
the controversial restricted area

permit (RAP) for four districts in-

Nagaland in response to the state
government’s plea. The move is
expected to boost tourist inflow.
Joint secretary (Northeast) in
the Union home ministry G.K. Pil-
lai todav said the regulation

Euld be relaxed an\ experi-
mental basis in Kch Dima-
pur, Wokha and MokoRchung dis-
tricts on the lines Assam,
Meghalaya and Tripura

Pillai said if the provision
helped to boost tourism, it would
be extended to the other four dis-
tricts in the state also.

Pillai is here to attend a two-
day seminar organised at Mon
and Tuensang to identify the de-
velopment needs of the two back-
ward districts and recommend
suitable schemes.

Inaugurating the seminar here
this morning, chief minister S.C.
Jamir stressed the need for draw-
ing up a “special economic pack-
age” which would address all is-
sues with emphasis on specific
projects. The package would be
taken up with the Centre for ap-
proval and funding. Once the
schemes were approved, a high-
level committee would be consti-
tuted to monitor their implemen-
tation, he added.

Jamir attributed the socio-eco-
nomic backwardness of Tuensang
district to historical reasons and
geographical isolation. He said
the people never got the opportu-
nity to participate in the develop-
ment process till Nagaland at-
tained statehood in 1963.

The seminar, organised jointly
by the Union home ministry and
the state government, cleared sev-
eral development schemes in the
past two days.

Pillai said special recruitment
drives would be conducted to in-
duct youth from the two districts
into paramilitary forces.
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By MANOJ ANAND %\( -

border in Assam), April 13: The
deployment of the BSFand the
fencing on western. frontier of
Assam. specially to check the
influx from Bangladesh has turned
to be totally ineffective with
unabated flow of migrants from
across the border, making a mock-
ery of the process of checking the
infiltration.

This was disclosed when . The
Asian Age managed to reach the
frontier posts with Bangladesh pre-
tending as to be a contractor
because reporters are not allowed
to visit the border without formal
permission of the BSF authority.

The border fencing that has been
broken at the end of every foot-
tracks across the fencing indicates
the modus operandi of the smug-
glers and criminals who are having
the field day along the Internation-
al border of the state.

The migration from Bangladesh
that is still going on has also start-
ed forcing the indigenous people

Mankachar, (India-Banglades\nb\

m Mankachar border area to
migrate to other places without
isposing off their properties in the
rder area.
any such people who were
compelled to vacate the border vil-
lages have been taking shelter at
Gouripur and Dhubri area of the
western Assam.

One of such victim told The
Asian Age that they could not sell
off their paternal properties as no
body agrees to buy their lands and
properties, systematically coercing
them to leave the area.

Mr Radha Dutta Choudhury. a
resident of Gouripur village said
that the new settlers in and around
their village are those who were
compelled to vacate their villages
mostly in the Mankachar sector.

People discern a planned con-
spiracy of the migrants to capture
the properties of the indigenous
people in the border areas.

The volume of migration from
the border can also be estimated by
the record of the Border Police that
deported more than 200 foreigners
through Mankachar hardaer durineg

Bangladesh migrants—

continue to enter, Assa

last couple of years.

The border police sources claim
it is only the tip of the icebe
actual migration is much more
than that of it.

Interestingly, the Centre’s pro-

"posed second line of defence has

yet to take start as out of 14 pro-
posed, only three border outposts
are functional that too amidst con-
straint of housing and other facili-
ties.

This correspondent who also vis-
ited all the three functional posts of
the “second line of defence” dis-
covered that there was no coordi-
nation between the BSF and the
Border Police.

The BSF men did not allow Bor-
der Police to move through the
border road without prior permis-
sion.

Once even the Mankachar police
was denied the use of the border
road to apprehend an ISI agent and
the ISI man managed to cross over
the international border before the
police could cordon off the area

with the formal permission from
tha RQCL anthnritine

THE ASIAN AGE
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\%WELCOME TRUCE o

ut only trust will bring Na ‘g_,land peace

ESPITE the Centre deciding to sign a ceasefire

with the NSCN-Khaplang faction, the prospects o n‘
early solution to the 50-year-old Naga problem seem bleak.
New Delhi’s initiative, although constructive, implies belated
recognition of the group’s importance. SS Khaplang’s willing-
ness to talk is also significant in the sense that as chief of the
Indo-Burma Revolutionary Front he was against its members
— Ulfa included — suing for peace individually. Coming at
time when NSCN general secretary Thuingaleng Muivah is in
jail in Thailand and the outfit is unable to resume talks,
Delhi’s move may feed the suspicion that it was a deliberate
attempt to jeopardise the peace process. One wonders why the
Centre did not think of it earlier particularly when, over the
past two years, both the security forces and Khaplang cadres
had unilaterally suspended operations against each other. For
one thing, Khaplang, who was vice chairman of the undivided
NSCN, cannot be written off as he has considerable influence
over the Chang, Konyak and Ao tribes in the north. Besides,
all sections of the people agree that unless all three factions —
the other being the parent body, the Naga National Council —
sink their differences there can be little ground for optlmlsh\
Dethi has no option but to invite the NNC as well, even at the
risk of offending the NSCN-IM which claims to be the sole rep-
resentative of the Nagas and wants no one else involved. For
them, two choices remain: to either drop a bombshell or agree
to share a common platform with the rival groups.

The ceasefire does not necessarily mean a return to peace
but it should at least provide a sense of security. The truce in
force since August 1997 has more or less been a farce, with
several cases of violation of ground rules, the most blatant
being the abortive attempt on the life of chief minister SC
Jamir. Having roped in both the NSCN groups it is logical to
end the grim situation created by growing fratricidal killings.

{ 5. APR 208
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AGARTALA, April 14. — The
NLFT hacked to death three
members of a tribal family in
West Tripura last night and
stepped up attacks on the CPI-
M in the run-up to the hili
council polls.

In separate attacks across
West Tripura’s Bishalgarh
region, the rebels severely beat
up three CPI-M leaders includ-
ing a woman, sending them to
hospital. A journalist of the
CPI-M’s organ and a party
activist were beaten up by
NLFT supporters at Bisram-
ganj in the same district.

Another CPI-M member, Mr
Asraf Ali, was shot dead by an
unidentified gang at his home
in North Tripura's
Dharmanagar subdivision.

The triple murder happened
at Dafaderpara, Khowai. The
rebels swooped on the home of
Mr Pulin Devbarma {65) short-

"1y before 9 p.m. They broke
open the door, dragged Mr
Devbarma near the courtyard
and hacked him to death.

They then pounced on the rest

weapons, killing Mr
Devbarma’s wife Nayaneswari
(50) and son Arun (21), and
seriously injuring Arun’s sister
Sabita (18) and brother Barun
(15).

Sabita and Barun are fighting
for life at a nearby government
hospital.

Reinforcements have been
sent to the local Kalyanpur
police station. The security
forces are searching for the

killers but no arrests had been-

made till this evening.
Beatings: Mr Jugal
Devbarma, a tribal CPI-M
leader and member of the par-
ty’s Bishalgarh divisional com-
mittee, was beaten up at
Herma in West Tripura.

The chairman of CPI-M’s
block advisory committee in
Bishalgarh, Mr Manik Lal
Devbarma, was picked up by
guerrillas from his home at
Rangmala and was mercilessly
thrashed before the crowd at
the local hill market.

Mrs Mandodari Devbarma, a
tribal CPI-M leader of the area,
too was abducted from her

T kills 3 of
family, steps up
‘attacks on CPM

home at Shikhariapara and
beaten up by the rebels who
threatened to kill her unless
she left the CPI-M at once.

At West Tripura’s Bisra-
mganj, a group of NLFT sup-
porters beat up Mr Manoran-
jan Devbarma, a reporter with
the CPI-M’s Bengali language
mouthpiece,Daily Desherkatha.

At Ichai Tulagaon, Dharm-
anagar, an armed gang shot
Mr Asraf Ali, CPI-M activist
and a -member of the
Agricultural Workers’ Union
backed by the party. No arrests
have been made.
Kidnappings: Mr Mati
Devbarma, a tribal villager,
was kidnapped by guerrillas
yesterday. He was untraced till
this evening.

Mr Nepal Das, a village trad-
er, was kidnapped by rebels
from Warengbari, West
Tripura, the same day.

Arson, curfew: Curfew was
reimposed this afternoon in
and around the Jirania hill
township, West Tripura, after
about 500 homes were toxd]
in neighbouring villages dtj
last night’s curfew hours

<o L




an ura border-to be fenced soon

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE )/ M héf Wached t%e Centre for

| AGARTALA, April 15. —
Tripura’s international frontier
line will soon have barbed wire
fences to check trans-border
movement of rebels, according
to officials here.

Work on two patches along
Tripura’s border with
Bangladesh’s Sylhet region will
be taken up first. Around 200
km between Simna, a hill town

in West distriet;-and-Shib Ba¥io-

in North - Tripura, - opposite.
Sylhet, will be fenced.

Tripura has a 839-km border
line with Bangladesh.

Another 150 km from South
district’s Shukhnachhari up to
Boalkhali, opposite
Bangladesh’s Chittagong hills
and Noakhali areas, will also be
fenced.

An initial fund of Rs 250 crore
has been approved by the
Centre for fencing work.

The state government had ear-

fencing these border stretches,
more often being used as con-
duits by insurgents to negotiate
with their camps in
Bangladesh.

The BSF had earlier handed
over details to the Bangladesh
Rifles about insurgents’ camps
across the border.

A map was handed over show-
ing 29 camps in Sylhet and
Chittagong hills. The Centre

-has: -requested’ Bangladesh to
‘demiolish camps of the NSCN,

Ulfa, People’s Liberation Army
of Manipur, NLFT and the
ATTF.

Lieutenant General A K Puri,
the director-general of the
Border Road Task Force, said
here on 12 April last that the
BRTF was given the assign-
ment of constructing 553-km
road along Tripura’s frontier
line with Bangladesh.

In the past several years, the
BRTF has completed work on

16 APRIGE

ngtruction of 416-km road

long the border. Work on

nother 135-km road is expect-
ed to be finished by March:next
year,

Lt Gen Puri said work on ren-
ovation of state’s southern high-
way linking Agartala with the
southern most subdivisional
town of Sabrum, oppésite
Bangladesh’s Chittagong: hill
tracts, was also likely to be { COm
pieted by March.

The North-eastern. \,ouncx]
has provided funds for construc-
tion of a road linking Tripura’s
northern hill  town  of
Kanchanpur with Aizawl The
work is expected to be ﬁnlshed
soon.

Lt Gen Puri said the plog“ress
of border road work was heing
hampered by escalating insur-
gency in Tripura.

He approached the C‘nef
Minister, Mr Manik Sarkar, for
prOVldlng security to BRTF
workers.
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The Naga factions should first talk to each other

and.then to India, says SANJOY HAZARIKA as the

Khaplang group e (S

N Sunday, the faction ofithf Na-

O tional Socialist Council of Naga-

' land led by S.S. Khaplang an-
nounced that it was ready for a dialogue

with the Government of India and for a

ceasefire with Indian security forces in all
areas dominated by the Nagas.

The announcement is not surprising: A

ceasefire from the Khaplang side has been
in force since last Christmas. So this is just
anextensionof that process. In addition, it
should be noted that the Indian security
- forces have declared a ceasefire with all
Naga factions, including the Khaplang fac-
tion, since last year.
The importance of the announcement
liesnot in the decision to pull back the mil-=
itary wing, a situation which existed any-
way, but in the proposal to open a political
. dialogue with New Delhi. Until the an-
nouncement, the Khaplang group had

maintained that it would not interfere in,

the-discussions between the Indian Gov-
‘ermment:and its rival faction, the NSCN
- led by Issak Chisi Swu and Thiuengelang
Mudivah. Those talks began in the mid-
1990s with Prime Minister PV, Narasimha
Rao and then were followed up by H.D.
Deve Gowda before a formalised struc-
ture of negotiations began between the
Government delegationled by a represen-.
- tative of the Prime Minister and the Naga

esass willingness to talk

group led b Murvah who is the Kilo
Kilsoner orWrime Minister of the ‘Gov-
emment of the Republic of Nagaland.’

These talks with Muivah have stut-
tered along for nearly three years without
any tangible movement toward a settle-
ment. Part of the problem has been the in-
sistence of the Muivah-Swu group that the
Government should talk only with their
faction and not with any other group. They
claini to have exclusive representation of
the Nagas.

This is strongly disputed not just by the

~ Khaplang faction but by many NGOs and

othersworking at the field level in Naga-
land and Manipur, where the Nagaslive in
large numbers. Indeed, over the past
decades, the Naga movement appears to
be split along personal and ethnic lines as
well as along that of the “ideclogically
pure.”

' Aswith all political parties, each group
claims to represent the people. But
Muivah’s camp is dominated by the
Tangkhul tribe, of which Muivah is a
leader. Isaak Swu is a Sema which has rep-
resentation both in Nagaland and Ma-

-nipur. But the problem is that the

Tangkhuls are largely in Manipur and

hardly have a physical presence inthe pre- _

sent state of Nagaland. .
It is of course another matter that the'

I-M group declares (and this ideological
line is also followed by the Khaplang fac-
tion) that those areas where Nagas consti-
tute a majority should be part of a greater
Nagalagd which they define as Nagalim.
This proposal has met with fierce opposi-
tion from the neighbouring states of As-
sam, Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur
which see their existence and special status
threatened by such demands and claims.
Assam is already one-third of its origi-
nal size, shrunk from the once-proud state
which covered virtually all of the North
East. That it has lost so many of its com-
munities and its lands to other states, all
new, is a reflection of the chauvinism and
bias with which the Assamese-speaking
elite. conducted itself for generations,
alienating the tribes of the hills and plains
without understanding their sensitivities
. and, all the time, demanding recognition

 of Assamese demands.

But the demands of Khaplang go be-
yond just talks and territorial claims. His
group has sought the carving out of Naga
areas in Arunachal Pradesh as a special
Union Territory. All who know the situa-
tion in the hills of Nagaland and Manipur

- also know that there are demands to re-

peal the “black laws,” ‘especially the
Armed Forces Special Powers Act which
gives security forces sweeping powers to
search, arrest and shoot without warrants.

As far as the Naga groups are con-
cerned, one can only believe seeing their
moves and counter-moves that all of their
ideology and positions flows from their
ethnic identities. Thus, Khaplang is a
Konyak Naga although he is technically a
resident of Myanmar. But his movement
commands the support of the Konyaks
and their sub-tribes, which comprise the
largest of the Naga tribes..

There are questions about why Khap-
lang has chosen this moment to raise the

question of a separate ceasefire with the
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Governrnent of Indri ’Ihere are those

who would see the hand of the Congress’
Party government 111 Nagaland under

Chief Minister S.C. Jamir, in this new de-
velopment. Groups irithe Congress Party '
are said to be close tathe Khaplang fac-

tion. But the fact of thematter is that Kha-
plang suffered severai severe setbacks in
the pastyear.

der acute pressure from the touglj Myan-

mar army which attacked and overran hjs -

General Headquarters near the Myan-

mar-India border. He lost his Number -
Two, Daly Mongro, inan assault byarmed
groups near the Nagacapital town of Ko- .

hima last August, akilling put at the door of

the other faction. And foryears, the Khap-
lang army has been under the pressure of
the Swu-Muivah faction, smarting from
what they regard as the dishonour and
death of hundreds of cadres at the hands
of the rival group-in 1988, In that assault,

Muivah barely escaped but many of his fol-".

lowers were killed. That incident has not
yetbeen forgotten.

So in addition to the demands for a
Naga homeland, there are these fratricidal

conflicts that are tearing the Naga society -
~ apart. Indeed what isirohicis that overthe:

past years — since the ceasefire with the

© groups began - the armed confrontation

and clashes are not between the Indian
army and the insurgents but among the

-different Naga groups. The most recent in-
‘cident was inNagaland last week when the
_Muivah group fought a pitched battle with
Militarily, his command has come un-

the Khaplang fighters. Extortions of pro-

- fessionals, government officials and busi-

nessmen by all sides has lefta very unpleas-

 anttaste in the mouths of many Nagas who

want to live in peace, without harrassment
either from the secuﬁ1ty forcesor the mlh-
tants.

Until these deep bitternesses and poht-
ical divisions are healed, with all sides facing '
'up openly and squarely to their mistakes

-instead-of always blaming: the other side,

there cannot be progress in any dialogue, :
For if the Naga-India issue is'to be re-
solved, it must first be resolved among the
Nagas so that they speak unitedly and
frankly, without fear or favour. Until they

_come together and talk with each other

‘and then with the Governmerit of India,
negotiations will temain stalemated even
when ‘Muivah comes ‘out ‘of the Thai
prison whete he has-been held since the
end of January for travelhng on false pass-
ports and jumping bail.

The Government of India side must .
hasten slowly. This is an issue that is not
less than 50 years old:There is no needto.
add fuel to suspicions that New Delhi
seeks to divide the Nagas even further. A

- Shillong-type accord that leaves some

groups out will not be acceptable to the
Naga publlc What is required is states-
manship to rise above the petty and the di-
visiveness that is tearing that society apatt.

- And the Government must keep the door’

openr for talks and more discussions for
that is -the only way to resolve this

problem

e~




// "/ TOWARDS PEACE IN NAGALAND

THE PEACE PROCESS in Nagaland has gained
momentum with the Khaplang faction of the
National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN)
announcing a ceasefire and expressing a desire
to join the dialogue with the Government of In-
dia. Only last month, the process had received a
setback with the arrest of Mr. Muivah, leader of
the NSCN (I-M), in Thailand, for travelling with
forged documents. The Issac-Muivah group had
called a ceasefire in 1997 and entered into a
halting dialogue with the Centre. Though some
progress was being made, it was evident that
Nagaland could not hope to achieve peace
through any agreement with just one insurgent
group. It was obvious that the Centre had to
broad-base the talks and make the process more
inclusive. That is the point the Chief Minister;
Mr. S. C. Jamir, also made at his recent meeting
with the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, in Delhi. After all, the NSCN split because
of the inevitable clash of personalities and egcs
about a decade ago. The groups may not be
willing to sit together across the table to talk
peace with the authorities. At least for a few
initial rounds, the talks will have to be held sep-
arately to identify a common minimum pro-
gramme or framework. It will be essential to
bring the Nagaland National Council (NNC) also
to the negotiating table at an early stage.

Most of the northeastern States have suf-
fered insurgency and violence over the past few
decades. The lack of development and the re-
gional imbalances have contributed to this sorry
state of affairs. Despite several packages of de-
velopment announced by the Centre and the
Northeast Council, nothing much has happened
on the ground. Several studies have shown that
leakage in the implementation of development
and welfare schemes, because of rampant cor-
ruption, has denied people the basic necessities

e

in life. Though a few Central public setto
jects have been launched in some of these
States, they are under constant security threat.
Officials of these undertakings, mainly refiner-
ies, have been abducted for ransom and often
killed in cold blood by some of the militant out-
fits. Because of repeated sabotage and bomb
blasts, the Railways is unable to expand its oper-
ations in the region. Air travel, though subsi-
dised, is still very costly. So transport and
communications themselves have remained
stumbling blocks. With unabated violence an

threats, it has not been possible for the Stat

Governments to take up projects,which can pro-

vide some relief.
SN

\\(

That is why a ceasefire becomes meaning-
ful, especially if both sides are keen on getting
on with a serious dialogue. If the Centre and the
Nagaland Government initiate preliminary talks
with the NSCN and the NNC, the Muivah faction
can be persuaded to participate in the negotia-
tions at an appropriate stage. It may take some
time to secure the release of Mr. Muivah from
Thailand. It must be remembered that the
NSCN was born out of the NNC, which split in
1964 and the bifurcation of the NSCN came
about in 1988 with the parting of ways between
Mr. Muivah and Mr. S. S. Khaplang. Before get-
ting on to the substantive issues, the Govern-
ment must ascertain and make clear that the
ceasefire must be total and not just a ruse to
regroup. If a breakthrough is possible in Naga-
land, it could well be a harbinger for the restora-
tion of peace and planned development in the
northeast. At least hereafter, the politicians in
power in these States and the leaders of the
various militant and insurgent groups must put
the people first and make a genuine effort to
bring lasting peace and prosperity.
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19 massacred by rébels“\

in N-E ethnic cleansing

FROM SUBROTO ROY IN
DIPHU AND SEKHAR DATTA
INAGARTALA

April 20: Northeast militants car-
ried out an ethnic cleansing drive
yesterday, gunning down 19 peo-
ple in three separate attacks in
Assam and neighbouring Tripu-
ra. In less than a fortnight of the
grisly massacre of 11 people — all
non-Karbis — suspected Karbi
National Volunteers once again
went on a killing spree last night,
mowing down 11 Nepalis in Karbi
Anglong district.

In North Tripura, militants be-
longing to the banned National
Liberation Front of Tripura
gunned down eight non-tribals,
including three women, in the
Laxmicherra village last night.

A~

They also torched a large yumber
of houses.

Karbi Anglong additonal su-
perintendent of police Nitul Gogoi
said 15 militants, armed with so-
phisticated weapons, shot dead
three persons at East Umlaipher
village under Gaithalangsho po-
lice station in Hamren sub-divi-
sion. The victims were attacked
while on their way to attend a
marriage ceremony in a nearby
village.

The dead have been identified
as Bir Bahadur Khatwal, Dhan
Bahadur Bosnet and Keshar Khat-
wal. The militants struck again at
3.30 pm in West Umlaipher village
killing eight members of three
families and torching 25 houses.
“They asked all the male members
to come out of their houses. The

men were then lined up and shot
from point black range.” Gogoi
said. The dead have been identi-
fied as Prabhu Ram Dahal, Motilal
Dahal and his two sons, Govinda
and Ganesh, Ghanesyam Dahal,
Bhim Prasad Dahal, Kasiram
Dahal and Ghanesyam Dahal.
Sources said the Karbi Peoples
Front which had merged with the
KNV to form the United Peoples
Democratic Solidarity, was be-
hind the carnage. “The killings
might be a retaliation of an inci-
dent in 1998 when the villagers of
the area had handed over two
KNV militants to the police after
beating them up,” a source said.
Army and paramilitary forces
have launched a massive combing
operation in the district and its !
neighbouring areas.
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Olfa on its last

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA %F\/

SHILLONG, April 21. — There
is “no point” in talking to the
Ulfa top brass residing abroad
to find a meaningful solution to

| the vexed insurgency problem
in the state, the GoC-in-C of 4
Crops, Lt Gen DB Shekatkar,
said today.

Talking to UNI at the Sos vil-
lage at Barapani, about 20 km
from here, Lt Gen Shekatkar
said Ulfa, after having lost
mass support, was now left

with no option but to listen to-

the ISI.

It is only the foreign agency
that had benefitted from con-
tinued violence and the vexed
insurgency problem, he said.

Justifying his contention, the
Lt Gen, who is also the opera-
tional head of the Unified
Command, said the Army now
was concentrating on roping in
Ulfa's grassroot-level workers
who were deserting the banned

V4
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He hope
would wehken
the backbohe of
the organisa-
tion.

The Ulfa lead-
ers who were
living in luxury
abroad would
become tooth-
less without the
support of the
grassroot work-
ers, he said.

It was not pos-
sible, however,
to set a specific
time-frame for

Boro.

GUWAHATI, April 21. — The
Assam government has dis-
solved the adhoc Bodoland
autonomous council and con-
stituted a 26-member adviso-
ry committee under the chair-
manship of the Hills and
Plain Tribal Development
Minister, Ms Rekharani Das
Official sources said
the council had been dissolved
with a view to holding free
and fair election to the coun-
cil. However, the date of elec-
tion has not been decided yet.

The Lt Gen

é‘i\is BODOLAND COUNCIL FtE prob-

lem must come
to an end soon
as people had
started showing
their disen-
chantment with
the militants
and more
importantly,
many of the
Ulfa cadres had
realised that
their prime
goal of sover-
eignty could
never be
achieved.

X — UNI

weeding out the

problem and claimed there had
been an appreciable change in
the law and order situation in
the North-east, particularly in
Assam, with more militant
groups either surrendering or
willing to come to the negotia-
tion table.

Citing reasons
for the disintegration of various
outfits in the region he said,
infighting among various out-
fits had begun because dedicat-
ed cadres who had operated
from the jungles for years were
getting frustrated to see their
top leaders leading cushy lives
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legs, says Army

in places like Bangkok and
Singapore.

Besides, sharing of money
amassed by the militants had
led to confrontations among the
activists and would result in
the elimination of the insur-
gency in the region, the Lt Gen
said.

More and more militants were
willing to come to the national
mainstream following the reha-
bilitation package for militants
announced by the government,
he said.

Asked if the meagre
amount of money given to
the surrendered ultras was
enough to attract them, he
said they (ultras) might be
getting little money but

they would enjoy indepen- %

dence. '

“What would you say of those'“( .
militarits who have earned |
lakhs but cannot spend the -

money freely and enjoy life? "he
said.



ripura told to
start dialogue

with rebels

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

AGARTALA, April 21. — The
Centre has told the Tripura
government to immediately
start the process towards
beginning peace talks with
leaders of the state’s outlawed
rebe] cutfits.

Replying to a question in the
Rajya Sabha, the Union
| Minister of State for Home, Mr
ID Swami, voiced “deep con-
cern” at the deteriorating law
and order situation in the state
following stepped up rebel
activities.

Kidnapping of innocent civil-
ians by armed rebel groups had
become a thriving trade in the
state, he said. As many as
1,377 attacks by armed insur-
gents had been recorded in
Tripura over the past three
years. And these attacks had
left 597 persons, including
members of the state police
and armed forces, dead. At
least 1,081 persons had been
kidnapped by insurgents dur-
ing the period, Mr Swami said.

He said, there had been 195
incidents of rebel attacks in the
state during the last three
months, with 65 persons,
including armed forces person-
nel, killed in these attacks.

The minister stressed the
need for utilising the forces
deployed in the state to combat
ingurgency more effectively.

He said, the Union Home
Minister, Mr LK Advani, had
recently visited Tripura for an
on-the-spot assessment of the
situation and in a meeting with
senior state officials and offi-
cials of the police and central
paramilitary forces, had
reviewed the situation, he said.

BODY RECOVERED

AGARTALA, April 21. —
Tension prevailed in the
Kanchanpur area of North
Tripura district today follow-
ing recovery of the body of an
old man, police said.

The body of the 65-year old
man was recovered from
Hemsuklapara, neighbouring
village Laxmipur under the
Kanchanpur police station
where eight non-tribals
including five persons of a
family were massacred on
Wednesday night by mili-
tants of the National
Liberation Front of Tripura.

Police suspect the man had
been hacked to death by a
group of tribals when he
went there to tend his cows
yesterday. Patrolling had
been intensified to defuse
tension in the area, they
said. — PTI

Certain measures had been
approved and would be taken
up immediately for tackling the
situation. These measures, Mr
Swami said, would include
stregthening the intelligence
network and ensuring effective
coordination among security
forces engaged in counter-
insurgency operations.

He said the Tripura govern-
ment had been told by the
Centre to raise a reserve bat-
talion in the state to fight the
rebels and form special opera-
tional groups of CRPF and
Tripura State Rifles personnel
to combat armed insurgents.

During an earlier visit here
the Union home minister had
made it clear that it was the
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state government’s prerogative
to bring insurgents to the table
for negotiations. )

Meanwhile, the Chief
Minister, Mr Manik Sarkar,
left for New Delhi yesterday to
meet the Union home minister
and apprise him of the latest
situation in the state.

Mr Sarkar would reiterate the
state’s demand for deployment
of additional central forces to
ensure peaceful elections to the
Tripura Hill Areas
Autonomous District Council
slated for 30 April and 3 May
next.

In November last year, Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee and Mr
Advani held a meeting with Mr
Sarkar in New Delhi to identify
the state’s security require-
ments. It was decided that the
Centre would send back the
three Army battalions which
had been pulled out of the state
in the wake of the Kargil con-
flict.

The Prime Minister's assur-
ance, however, is yet to materi-
alise. Though 27 police station
areas had been declared “dis-
turbed” under the Armed
Forces Special Power Act,
Tripura has no Army deploy-
ment.

Only the paramilitary forces
are now engaged in counter-
insurgency operations in the
state’s hill areas. Also, the
Centre has withdrawn two
more BSF battalions causing
serious depletion of the state’s
security strength.

The government had earlier
approached the Centre seek-
ing 155 companies of paramil-
itary forces for the ensuing
elections to the Hill Areas
Autonomous District Council.




STATESMA‘ NEWS SERVICE
’;AGARTALA, April 22. — The
Centre has agreed to send addi-
tional paramilitary forces by air
to Tripura in view of rebels’
threat to the state’s hill council
election process. .

The Chief Minister, Mr Manik
Sarkar, yesterday told Mr L K
Advani in New Delhi that
groups of armed insurgentis
were trying to sneak into
Tripura from across the inter-

national border befor;/ elec-

tions. -

The All Tripura Tiget Forde
has asked hill people to boycott
polls and the National
Liberation Front of Tripura are
supporting the Indigenous
People’s Front of Tripura.

Mr Sarkar told the Union
home minister that Tripura’s
insurgency problem might
undermine the Naga peace
| process since state’s rebels were
operating in collusion with the

Nagalim.
The special secretary to the
Union home ministry and addi-
tional secretary were present
during Advani-Sarkar talks.
The chief minister said the
present security strength was
not enough to combat escalat-
ing rebel violence in the state.
He reiterated the three army
battalions pulled out of the
state in the wake ¢
conflict be sent

National Socialist Council of

Mr Advani: acts at last

Mr Sarkar: drives home security point

Mr Advani has reportedly
assured Mr Sarkar that he will
take up the maiter with the
Defence Minister, Mr George
Fernandes.

Mr Sarkar wanted the Centre
to send a senior official of the
Border Security Force who
would coordinate activities

frontier guards during elections
to check sneaking of rebels
groups. Mr Sarkar feared that
msurgents might indulge in
violence to disrupt the electoral
process.

The Tripura Tribal Areas
Autonomous District Council
was a constitutional body and
hence it is the responsibility of
the Centre and the state gov-
ernment to provide security to
the electorate and poll person-
nel, Mr Sarkar said.

Mr Advani has promised that
additional paramilitary forces
will be airdashed to Tripura to
ensure peaceful polls, He also
assured that a top BSF official
will be present in the state dur-
ing polls. .

The chief minister later told
reporters that the Centre had
made  adequate  security
arrangement to check infiltra-
tion of militants into Assam,
Nagaland and Manipur from
Bhutan and Myanmar. But
rebels are crossing over to
Tripura frequently from their
operational camps in
Bangladesh for want of forces to
guard state’s 849-km frontier
line.

Mr Sarkar has urged the
Union home minister to take up
with Dhaka the issue of demol-
ishing camps of North-east
i in Bangladesh.
fpura earlier approached
e Centre for deployment of 55
additional companies of para-

r e
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~Centre to send extra
w forces to Tripura '

military forces before elections
to the hill autonomous council,
scheduled for 30 April and 3
May. Twenty companies of cen-
tral forces have arrived and the
Centre may rush another eight
companies before polls.
Encounter: A group of NLFT
members fired at a Tripura
State  Rifles  patrol at
Ajendrabazar in the Jirania
area of West Tripura district
last night. Jawans returned the
fire and the encounter lasted
for about 25 minutes. No jawan
was injured.

Militants also fired at houses
of non-tribal villagers and
burnt a road bridge in the area.
No villager was injured. A total
375 non-tribal families deserted
the area after rebel firing last
night.

Houses burnt:

Gahardi area of West district in
the past few days.

Rebel collaborators yesterday

torched 26 houses of non-tribal
villagers in the Chhailengta
area of North Tripura.
CPI-M member attacked: A
CPI-M tribal leader and chair-
man of the block advisory com-
mittee, Mr Sukumar
Devbarma, was assaulted by
NLFT men at Jirania in West
district last night. Militants
kidnapped a tribal school-
teacher, Mr Sunu Devbarma,
from the area.




Bhutan Kingﬁid %ﬁt ULF/A \

camp,

HT Correspondent
Guwahati, April 24

QN7

g’ " {IGHLY PLACED Assam

Government officials today

confirmed that the King of
Bhutan Jigme Singhye Wangchuk
had recently visited United
Liberation Front of Assam
(ULFA) camps located in Bhutan
and had breakfast with the mili-
tants there.

“We have definite proof that the
King visited ULFA camps located
in Bhutan on several occasions and
had long discussions with the mili-
tants. He even had breakfast with
the militants on at least three occa-
sions,” said the official on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The ULFA had set up several
camps in Bhutan to impart training
to their cadres in the past several
years, but this is the first time the
Bhutanese government has been
accused of directly supporting and
sheltering the militants.

The startling revelations are
reported to have been unearthed
following sustained interrogation
of some ULFA militants arrested
recently.

The official added that the mili-
tants have the patronage of the

- ULFAissue to
- figure m talks . .

. THE PRESENCE of the -

; United Liberation Front of

! Assam (ULFA) and Bodo mil-
itants and their flourishing
camps within Bhutanese terri- ;
tory is likely to come up for dis-
cussion during talks between |,

- the Bhutanese foreign minister

* Lyonpo Jigmi Y Thinley and -
Jaswant Singh tomorrow.

Mr Thinley, who is on an offi-
cial tour of India, arrived in
New Delhi this evening. An
External Affairs Ministry
spokesman however said there
was "no link" between the
forthcoming visit of the
Bhutanese foreign minister :

, and the quotes ascribed to the |
; Assam Chief Minister, (HTC) |

Bhutan government and are able

copfirms Assam Govt

to carry out their operations with-
out any major bitches. All this
information has been forwarded to
the Central Government for taking
up the issue at their level, he
added. “The state government has
expressed serious concern over the
issue and has asked the Centre to
take up the issue with Bhutan so
that ULFA camps located there
are dismantled and the militants
flushed out,” said the official.

On Saturday, Assam Chief
Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta
had expressed concern over the
involvement of the Bhutan
Government with the militant out-
fits of Assam, particularly ULFA.
Briefing journalists after a trip to
Dethi, Mr Mahanta had stated that
the response of the Bhutan
Government to requests of dis-
mantling the ULFA camps had
been very unsatisfactory,

“Militants are being imparted
training by Pakisan’s ISI in camps
located in Myanmar, Bhutan and
Bangladesh, he said.

The Assam Chief Minister added
that the Butan government was
openly aiding and tering
ULFA militants.
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/Bhutan sheltering
ULFA m|I|tants,\ N

alleges

UNITED NEWS OF IND1
GUWAHATI APRIL 23

!
ASSAM Chief Mxmster/Pra-
fulla Kumar Mahanta today
charged the Bhutan government
with sheltering different insur-

.gent groups, including the out-

lawed ULFA.
Returning from a three-day
visit to New Delhi, Mahanta told

newsmen that he had apprised

the central leadership, including
Union Home Minister L K Ad-
vani, of the present situation in
the state and urged them to take
up with neighbouring Bhutan,
Myanmar and Bangladesh the is-
sue of the insurgents operating
from their countries.

Mahanta also said he ap-

prised the Centre of the ISI activ-

ities in the state, adding the Pak-
istani intelligence agency was
aiding and abetting several mili-
tant outfits, including the ULFA,
for carrying out anti-national ac-
tivities.

The sinister design of the IST

posed a grave threat to the unity,’

integrity, peace and harmony in
the Northeastern region, he
averred.

The state government had
been able to put up the ISl issue
before the Central government

——

ahanta

9-% 5. Bty

in the most convincing manner,

~ hesaid.

Mabhanta said the ISI was pro—
viding training, arms and ammu-
nition te the extremist outfits
here. The state government had
urged the Centre to take prompt
measures in this regard the inter-
est of the nation. The state gov-
emment had convinced the Cen-
tral leaders about the seriousness
of the menace with facts sup-
ported by an array of documen-
tary evidence, he said and hoped
the Centre would take the best
possible action to foil the ISI’s
pernicious designs.

The Chief Minister also im-
pressed upon the Central gov-
ernment about the need to reha-
bilitate all the members of the
militant outfits in the state, who
had returned to the mainstream,
to enable them live a normal life.

He said the haphazard man-
ner in which the matter of reha-
biliation of the surrendered mili-
tants was taken up during the
period of the previous govern-
ment had resulted in several
complexities, but now the Centre
had responded favourably to the
request.

Mahanta hoped effectwe
steps would be taken up soon to
deal with the matter smoothly.
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NEW DELHI, April 25. — The Prime Minister,
Mr Atal Behary Vajpayee, today blamed the
Congress for creating confusion over India sign-
ing the CTBT. Speaking on the motion of thanks
to the President’s address to the Budget Session
of Parliament, Mr Vajpayee charged the
Congress with indulging in doublespeak on the
issue.

He said what the Congress had told the Mr Bill
| Clinton during his recent visit was at variance
i with its public stand and suggested that Mrs
Sonia Gandhi had soft-pedaled on her party’s
stand on the issue when Mr Clinton met her. He
also iterated India’s stand of keeping away from
signing the CTBT to retain a minimum nuclear
deterrent.

The Congress spokesperson, Mrs Margret Alva,
said her party’s stand on the issue had already
been spelt out and refused to elaborate despite
repeated requests. All she would say was the
Congress stand on the issue had been speit out
by Mr Pranab Mukherjee. Mr Mukherjee and Mr
Ajit Jogi have been saying that India has a right
to chart out its own nuclear policy without out-
side influence.

/f’M charges Cong with
» .CTBT doublespeak ¥t

In his 45-minute speech, Mr Vajpayee ruled out

- talking to Pakistan until it stopped aiding and

abetting cross-border terrorism. Pakistan would
have to respect the LoC for resumption of dia-
logue, he said, alluding to Kargil and intermit- |
terg firing by Pakistani troops from across the
LoC.

Mr Vajpayee referred to his bus trip to Lahore
and the Pakistani incursion in Kargil in its
wake. He said there could be no more goodwill
mission after this.

He noted that in her intervention on the |
motion of thanks Mrs Sonia Gandhi had not
mentioned the proposed review of the
Constitution and the committee formed with this
objective. Mr Vajpayee said perhaps the
Congress had already said all it had to say on
the issue, and its leader did not deem it fit to
rake up the issue again. Mr Vajpayee, however,
reminded the House that it was the Congress
that had formed a review committee in 1976
under the late Swaran Singh. When Mr
Vajpayee was speaking about review of the
Constitution, the former Prime Minister, Mr
Chandra Shekhar, rose and criticised the man-
ner in which the review committee had been
formed and called it an insult to Parliament.
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GUWAHATI, April 27. — The
Assam chief minister and pres-
L2 " ident of the
.} Asom Gana
) B Parishad,
Mr Prafulla
Kumar
Mahanta,
today con-
tradicted
the claims

MrMshants ¢ the All
Assam Students Union on the
influx of Bangladeshis intc the
state.

He said the infiltration rate is
now less than before.

Aasu, which spearheaded the
six-year-long stir against for-
eigners in Assam in the early
80s, claims that the rate of
influx of Bangladeshis has
increased. The indigenous peo-
ple look to become minorities in
their homeland.

Mr Mahanta told reporters at
the AGP headquarters here

this afternocon that steps were
being taken to prevent illegal
infiltration into the state.
“Border fences are being set
up,” he said.

On the controversial Illegal
Migrants (Determination by
Tribunals) Act, the AGP chief
said his party wanted a uni-
form law in the country for
detecting and deporting for-
eigners. The Act is applicable
only in Assam though the legis-
lation provides for its promul-
gation in other states if such a
need arises.

Aasu and the BJP want the
Act to be repealed because they
think the Act has failed in
helping detect foreigners.
Minority organisations and the
Congress want to retain it for
protecting the minorities from
harassment.

“No matter by what name the
legislation goes, the govern-
ment will always try and
ensure that no Indian citizen is
put to trouble,” Mr Mahanta
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said.

He also denied local newspa-
per reports that the AGP was
trying to form a mahajot with
the BJP. “There has been no
such thinking,” he said adding
that the four-party alliance in
the state will continue.

The four parties apart from
the AGP are the CPI, CPI-M
and the United People’s Party
of Assam.

Mr Mahanta also took the
opportunity to list his party’s
achievements during its two
tenures in office and claimed
that the AGP was the only
party which had worked in the
state’s interest, whether in
power or out of it.
Encounter: Two National
Democratic Front of Bodeland
militants were killed in an
encounter with the Army near
Lokpala village under Borbori
police station in Nalbari dis-
trict in the early hours of
today, official sources said,
adds UNL




AGARTALA, April 29. — Army
units have been deployed in
rebel-prone areas and defence
helicopters pressed into service
for surveillance of militants’
movements to ensure peaceful
‘elections to the Tripura Tribal

Areas Autonomous District
Council tomorrow and on
Wednesday.

Paramilitary forces started
patrolling vulnerable areas in
the hills since last night.
Patrolling will continue till
polling is over, according to offi-
cials here.

Security measures have been
stepped up along highways and
inter-district roads in view of
rebel threat.

Mr VN Singh, BSF special
director-general who arrived
here yesterday, will supervise
coordination of frontier guards’
activities.

The Chief Minister, Mr Manik
Sarkar, had requested Mr LK
Advani to send a senior BSF
official to the state on the eve of
elections.

The Union home minister was
told the Tripura government
had information that fresh
rebel groups with sophisticated
weapons were attempting to
cross over to the state from
their camps in Bangladesh.

' Meanwhile, National Liberati-
on Front of Tripura militants
continue their terrorisation

Army deployed
on eve of Tripura
“hill council polls

| STATESMAN NEWS sench Qé\q\

BOOTH TORCHED

AGARTALA, April 29. —
Militants burnt a polling
booth in the Kulai area of
North district’s Kamalpur
subdivision last night. In
another incident last night,
Mr Dhirendra Jamatiya, a
CPI-M panchayat leader, was
kidnapped by rebels from
Baidyabari in the Natun-
bazar area of South Tripura’s
Amarpur subdivision. He is
still missing. — SNS

tactics to pressure hill people to
vote for the Indigenous People’s
Front of Tripura. The All
Tripura Tiger Force earlier told
the electorate to boycott polls
“to avoid grim consequences.”

Polling will be held for 27
council seats as a nominee of
the Left Front has been
declared elected uncontested.
Two members of the council will
later be nominated by the
Governor.

Elections to 15 seats in four
districts will be held on Sunday.
Polling for 12 other seats is
slated for 3 May.

The first election to the hill
autonomous council, function-
ing under the Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution, was held in
1982. This is the fifth election to
the council.

Besides several Army units,
the Centre has deployed 28

addition 1 companles of para-
military forces to ensure. a
peaceful election.

A number of non-tribal voters,
earlier forced by rebel groups to
quit the  autonomous hill
region, will not be able to votc.
According to state BJP leaders.
about two lakh villagers were
driven out by rebel groups from
the autonomous hill region. -,

State DGP, Mr KTD Singh,
told UNI that a few Army
columns arrived here today
from Assam to intensify
counter-insurgency operation
against militants.

Mr Singh said this is first time
that such massive security
measures had been taken
before polls.

Assam Rifles’ Quick Reaction
teams will be ready in all 27
constituencies, while other para
military and state security per-
sonnel will be reserved in police
stations, sub-divisional and dm
trict headquarters

He said static police pickets
had been set up in front of all
polling stations, while security
forces would conduct mobile
and foot patrolling in and
around booths.

Mr Singh, who was holdlng
regular meetings with senior
police and para military offi-
cials to review the latest situa-
tion, said adequate security
measures had been taken for

voters, candidates ling and
other officials. :
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Churachandpur, Feb. 2: Once the
hub of Kuki-Paite clashes, Ma-
nipur’s Churachandpur district
is expected to witness peaceful
elections this time.

Nipamacha - Singh brokered
“peace” between the twocommu-
nities on October 1, 1998.

Of the six Assembly con-
stituencies in the district, elec-
tions to the Hmar-dominated
Tipaimukh seat have been coun-
termanded following the killing
of a Janata Dal (United) candi-
date on Monday.

The killing is believed to be
the outcome of a factional feud
between Hmar militant outfits,
Electioneering is underway in
the rest of Churachandpur, but
no one is willing to lay a wager
on peaceful polls because of the
abundance of militants in the
district.

The majority of the candi-
dates for the five seats to which
elections will be held are based
in the district headquarters
town. This is because all village
chiefs and tribal leaders whose
support matters are also camp-

Chief minister Wahengbam'

2

/'"'Kul{i-P_ziite riot scars
fade as tribes hold fire

FROM OINAM SUNIL¢” @' ing in Churachandpur to

cept for Churachandpur an
Saikot, the other four con!
stituencies in the district —Hen
glep, Thanlon, Singhat and
Tipaimukh — are part of the
rural belt.

Against the backdrop of the
Kuki-Paite clashes of 1997, it is
hard to believe that Chu-
rachandpur is preparing for As-
sembly elections without the
spectre of ethnic violence.

Altogether 227 people were
killed, 4,008 houses set ablaze
and thousands of families dis-
placed during the clashes that
erupted in June 1997 and lasted
nine months. Nipamacha Singh
initially brokered a ceasefire be-
tween the warring communities
on March 26, 1998. The final
“peace accord” between the two
tribes was signed on October 1
the same year. Since then, there
has been no Kuki-Paite clash in
the district.

Churachandpur town is dom-
inated by the Paites, while the
Kukis comprise the majority
community in Saikot. However,
it is the Zou, Vaiphei, Hmar,
Kom, Simte, Gangte, Mizo and
Meitei votes which are likely to

THE TELEGRAPH
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determme the fate of candidates
in the two constituencies.

In spite of four candidates
being in the fray, the. Chu-
rachandpur seat is expected to
witness a straight contest be-
tween two Paite leaders —
former state Congress president
Phungzathang Tonsing and
health minister V. Hangkhan-
lian.

In Saikot constituency, Kuki
leader and sitting Manipur Peo-
ple’s Party legislator T.N.
Haokip . is up against
Chungkhoshei Haokip of the Ma-
nipur State Congress Party and
Albert Gen Goukhip Mate of the
Nationalist Congress Party.
Both Mate and Haokip were in-
strumental in brokering peace
between the Kukis and Paites.

“There is no sign of animosity
between the Kuki and Paite com-
munities this time. Both sides ap-
pear to have forgotten the past,”
said a Congress activist. “Itis a
good sign that Paite militants
have distanced themselves from
the elections,” he added.

One of Haokip’s aides echoed
this view, saying that ethnic vio-
lence in Churachandpur was a

thing of the past.




BJP hits out
‘at Congress
‘misrule’ in

North

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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IMPHAL, Feb. 3. — The BJP
has blamed 50 years of
Congress “migrule” for the pre-
sent “corrupt atmosphere” in
the North-east. The Manipur
State Congress Party is only a
product of the Congress legacy.

Mr BP Acharya, BJP secre-
tary in charge of the North-
east, told reporters today that
the Congress pumped in funds
to the region without keeping
account. This gave opportunity
to many to make money. “The
corrupt atmosphere encour-
aged everyone to make money
without any compunction or
fear of being caught or pun-
ished”, Mr Acharya said. The
Manipur Assembly elections
are scheduled for 12 and 22
February.

The Congress, instead of “cre-
ating an ideological base for
the party”, created neo-rich
leaders who ran state govern-
ments with groups of “benefi-
ciaries”, much like a feudal
system. Mr Acharya said the
growth of media opened up
Congress leaders’ activities in
the North-east. “People could
see through false image creat-
ed by the Congress.” The con-
gress had been following a
divide and rule policy, he
charged.

“Thanks to media, people
have come to realise that the
BJP is not anti-Christian as it
is being made out to be.
Several BJP leaders in the

\
North-eas
Christians
sider the party, as communal.
The BJP does ndt believe in an
appeasement policy. The BJP
stands for appeasgment to non
and equality to all,” Mr
Acharya said.

He'also came down heavily on
the ruling Manipur State
Congress Party, calling it a
product of the Congress cul-
ture. “We are happy that we
are not allying with it. Today
we do not have to defend its
non-performance. Because the
MSCP is an NDA ally, we
approached it for a tie-up in
the state. However, MSCP
leaders turned out to be insin-
cere and untrustworthy,” the
BJP leader said. “The MSCP-
led government is corrupt and
has not been able to govern the
state properly,” he alleged.

Every month more than Rs
200 crore goes out of the state
for students admitted in out-
side colleges though the state
has so many good schools and
colleges, he said, adding the
Nipamacha government has
not been able to maintain a
good academic atmosphere.

Mr Acharya criticised the poll
boycott call by the NSCN.
Ending of insurgency is a
main agenda of the BJP. “It
should be solved democratical-
ly — over negotiation table. I
solute the underground boys
who have exposed the failure of
democracy as practised by the
Congress,” he said.
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AGARTALA, Feb. 5. — The
Bru National Union has
demanded that minority
Reangs of Mizoram be granted
autonomy under the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution.

'The BNU wants formation of
an autonomous district council
for Reang-dominated areas on
the lines of the Chakma dis-
trict council of Mizoram.

Mr A Sawisbunga Bru, presi-
dent of the Mizoram Bru

- National Union, said here
today that the BNU had urged
tribal members of the Lok
Sabha to raise problems of
Reangs in the next session of
Parliament.

“There have been systematic
attempts by vested interests
belonging to the majority eth-
nic group to jeopardise our
identity and reduce the Reang

d

community to a non-e titay in
Mizoram,” Mr Bru said.

In a memorandum submitted
to tribal MPs, the BNU listed
15 demands, including autono-
my for the Reangs.

A delegation of Reang leaders
recently visited Delhi to place
the demands before the Union
government. They demanded
introduction of primitive group
programme for development of
the Reang tribe in Mizoram
and early repatriation of Reang
evacuees huddled in North
Tripura camps.

The Reang body demanded
that a tripartite agreement be
signed by the Mizoram govern-
ment, Centre and leaders of
evacuees before initiating the
repatriation process.

The BNU has urged the
Centre and the Election
Commission to include names
of “genuine Reang citizens”,

Mizoram’s electoral rolls in
1993.

It demanded investigation
into allegations of human
rights abuses in Mizoram and
adequate compensation for
Reang families affected by eth-
nic violence.

Reang leaders wanted the
Mizoram government to take
measures for restoration of
alienated lands to Reang own-
ers and provide adequate secu-
rity in areas inhabited by the
ethnic group.

More than 35,000 Reang
refugees are now languishing
in six relief camps in North
Tripura.

Mr Sawisbunga Bru said the
term “Bru” included all 13 tribal
clans identified as Reangs.
Besides Reangs, other Bru clans
Molshoy, Mesca, Toimoi, Apeto,
Chawpreng and Chorkhi.
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ULFA agaln went on a spree of

violence i)} Assam from the be-

ginning oflthe new year as if to
register its presencg. There were sever-
al cases of oil pipelihes being blasted in
Upper Assam, while stray encounters
with the police and the Army contin-
ued. Both sides suffered casualties.

A crude oil pipeline of the ONGC was
blasted in Sivasagar district on the
night of January 1. So powerful was the
blast that about 20 feet of the pipeline
was blown off and a blaze broke out.
The loss amounted to about 150 tonnes
of crude, costing Rs. 5 lakhs. Fortunate-
ly, there was no loss of life as the in-
cident took place in an isolated area.

The ULFA struck again in Dibrugarh
district on January 12. Around half past
two in the afternoon, a patrol party of

the State armed police
was ambushed. Five po-
licemen and the helper of
the vehicle were killed.
The ultras took away a
self-loading rifle and
three .303 rifles. The
same night they made an
abortive attempt on the
oil pipeline of Oil India
Ltd. (OIL) in Golaghat
district. The blast, trig-
gered by a remote- con-
trolled device, failed to
burst the pipeline.
- The militants blew up
ten bogies of a goods
train in Golaghat district_
in the early hours of Janu-
ary 19, disrupting the
throeugh running of trains
between Upper and Low-
er Assam. The blast cre-
ated a crater one metre
deep and two metres
across.

in Lower Assam, seven
ULFA and Bodo ultras
were killed and 77 appre-
hended in January by ja-

wans of the 21 Mountain Division.
Eighteen pieces of weaponry and a ra-
dio transmitter were recovered from
them. At Rangiya, some 30 km from
Guwahati, two policemen and a home
guard were killed on January 14 in an
encounter with the militants. Three
days later, the “‘deputy commandant”
of the Manah Anchalik Parishad of the
ULFA, Joycharan alias Prakash Burman
was killed in an encounter with the Ar-
my.

The militants fired on an Army patrol
vehicle on January 25 near the oil town
of Duliajan in Upper Assam, seriously
injuring two jawans and the driver.
Two days later, an ULFA cadre was
kilted in an encounter when the Army
was engaged in a flush-out operation in
a jungle in Dibrugarh district.

The Army foiled another attempt at
sabotage by detecting and defusing
nine improvised explosive devices
(IEDs) connected together and planted
under a road in Barpeta district on Ja-
nuary 27. The IEDs contained RDX and

The ULFA has stepped up
violence in Assam but the
State’s police chief says
this is more a sign of
desperation, writes
BARUN DASGUPTA.

commercial explosives reinforced with
steel pellets.What is significant is that
the string of blasts started immediately
after the 10-day “safe passage” period
expired on December 31. The Govern-
ment had earlier announced that those
militants who wanted to visit their fam-
ilies on the occasion of the Magh Bi-
hu festival and who carried no

Women activists of the ULFA under arrest ...

weapons would be given safe passage
between December 21 and 31 and
would not be arrested. Later, the ‘‘safe
passage” period was extended till Janu-
ary 17.

The State Director-General of Police,
Mr. P. V. Sumant, says the recent acts
of violence are more a sign of desper-
ation on the part of the ULFA rather
than one of its gaining strength. He told

The Hindu that between December 21

and January 17, 258 ULFA and 47
NDFB, BLTF and KNV militants had
visited their families. What is signifi-
cant, most of them chose not to go
back. “‘Feelers” were stlll coming to
him from the ultras for coming over-
ground.

According to him, this meant that the
middle and lower level ULFA activists
were losing faith in the leadership. So,
the latter had to ““do something” not
only to show the world that the outfit
was far from dead but also to boost the
sagging morale of its own cadre.

THE HINDU
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The police chief said there was no
doubt that the ULFA and Bodo miki-
tants were getting more and more iso-
lated from the people. He cited two
recent instances. Mr. Benoy Biswas, a
popular businessman of Tihu in Nalba-
ri district, was attacked by suspected
NDFB militants. He later died in hospi-
tal. Thousands of people held a huge
public meeting to condemn the NDFB
for the killing and observed a 24-hour
bandh. This was a sign not only of the
ultras’ isolation but also of the people’s
resolve to resist.

He also pointed out that this year’s
Republic Day rallies were attended by a
far larger number of people all over the
State than ever before, in spite of the
fact that, as in previous years, all the
ultra outfits had given a call to boycett
the day. In the capital, Guwahati, more

5

ULFA's increasing isolation?

people and vehicles were in the streets
and, for the first time, private buses al-
so plied on the day.

In recent months, there have been
many cases of ULFA, NDFB and BLTF
ultras being caught by the villagers,
thrashed and handed over to the Army
or the police.

In one case, a Bodo militant, Mohan
Bodo, was nabbed by the Army at Sol-
para in Goalpara district. The people
were so terrorised by him that they sur-
rounded the Army jawans and de-
manded that they hand over the man
to them for meting out summary jus-
tice. The jawans had a tough job pacify-
ing the angry villagers and eventuatly
handing him over to the police.

The last such incident took place on
February 2. Rahul Barman, an ULFA
activist, who came for extortion at Nal-
bari town was caught by the people
and handed over to the Army.

These are encouraging signs but
there can be no lowering of the guard.
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learnt from the earlier episode as
the same own-goal approach was
adopted in branding Muivah an
ISI agent. Says a senior intelli-
gence official who is in charge of
the Northeast desk: “The Hurriyat
has open links with Pakistan, but
the same MHA is prepared to talk

to them. In any case, can every visi-

wear suits. But the MHA has been
insisting that the negotiators, who
routinely wear suits, wear casual
clothes and not address Swu and
Muivah by their titles during meet-
ings.”

The MHA was acutely uncom-
fortable when former Mizoram
governor Swaraj Kaushal was prin-

‘The officials appointed
by your government are
not interested in a solu-
tion. All they do is deni-

grate us, rubbish our

demands and tell lies to
the political leadership’

cipal negotiator, as he took the
position that small concessions
did not matter as long as the big
picture was kept in mind and
the sovereignty issue not con-
ceded. His approach led to the
only hopeful moment in the
Naga talks when, after 38 years,
Muivah and Swu came to Na-
galand. However, before any
breakthrough  could~ be
achieved, Kaushal was re-
moved and the MHA tried to

tor to Karachi be branded an ISI
agent.” .
This insensitive and nearly in-
imical approach of the MHA to-
wards the Naga talks have nearly
destroyed the negotiating brief.
While a fresh brief is approved
every time by the Prime Minister,
the constraints imposed by the
Home Ministry leave little room
for manoeuvring. Officials say that
even tiny concessions are frowned
upon by the MHA, which takes an
inexplicably hardline approach.
Forinstance, the Naga leaders are
very protocol-conscious and want
the negotiators to call them by

their titles. They alsowant them to .

derail the peace process. Naga
leaders say that if the government
continues with this carping ap-
proach, there will be no point in fu--
ture talks.

With the battle-lines drawn on

‘both sides, the negotiators now

want the PM to revise the brief.

“We have to make some con-
crete concessions. Everything short
of sovereignty should be on the
table. Some creative thinking with
limited autonomy is the only solu-
tion,” says a senior official. This
view is not shared by the MHA,
which s still insistent that the Nagas
be tired out by using the ceasefire
to destroy NSCN(I/M)-Strong-
holds.
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TOO MANY COOKS
Q%\o Hung Assembly likely in Manipur®

HE Nationalist Congress Party is the only one to gp it

alone in the Manipur Assembly elections scheduled for* 12 .
and 22 February. In its maiden attempt in the last parliamen-
tary elections it won the Outer Manipur (reserved)
Constituency seat. Having failed to join hands with the ruling
Manipur State Congress Party (NDA ally) led by W
Nipamacha Singh, the BJP has aligned itself with the Kuki
National Assembly and the Samata Party under the Manipur
Democratic Alliance. The BJP’s determination to make its
presence felt in the state became clear as early as April last
year when during Kushabhau Thakre’s first visit to Imphal he
roped in former Congress chief minister R K Dorendro and
several others. During his second trip not only was Thakre not
able to consolidate the position, he also made an unsuccessful
bid to join Nipamacha’s ministry. The BJP’s description of the
party as a “magnet” is an obvious allusion to its ability to
attract votes at the Centre. Parties do not see eye to eye on
issues yet they have forged alliances. For example, while the
United Democratic Front comprises the ruling MSCP and the
Federal Party of Manipur, the Secular Democratic Front con-
sists of Manipur People’s Party, the Congress, CPI, Janata
Dal (S), RSP and Revolutionary Socialist Party. The general
impression is that no one will get a majority and the post-poll
scenario will involve horsetrading in which some former
Congress stalwarts seem to excel. But if the BJP and NCP
combine, they can make a formidable team.

Fortunes of contenders in 10 Naga-dominated hill areas are
likely to be determined by NSCN-IM activists who want the
poll boycotted. They disrupted the last parliamentary elec-
tions necessitating repoll in as many as 178 booths. However,
despite threats the turn-out on October 28 was 60 per cent,
compared to the earlier 47.2 per cent. A fear psychosis seems
to grip the voters but they must remember that this time they
are sending representatives to the assembly. There is cause
for concern over the deteriorating law and order situation as
one candidate has already been shot. Extreme steps like issu-
ing shoot-at-sight orders may be necessary.
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Invphal, Feb. 7: The Sadar Hills
isstfe is still alive for the Kukis of
the'Baikul, Saitu and Kangpokpi
combtituencies in Senapati dis-
trict even as local issues dominate
theanipur Assembly elections
thifkime.

1The Sadar Hills, which com-
priges the three Kuki-dominated
Satkul, Saitu and Kangpoki con-
stitfencies, is considered to be the
mest “explosive” issue in the state
asdthas always been a bone of con-
tention between the Nagas and the
Kukis.

While the Kukis have been de-
mdnding upgradation of the Sadar
Hills area, which has a separate
Awtonomous District Council, toa
full-fledged revenue district, the

29

ukis u
FROM OINAM suwn( \{W/\

N, gas have op-
osed the demand,
alling the area

their  “ancestral
land.” The issue
has led to the resig-

nation of promi-
nent Kuki leader,

pholfl/ Sadar

once termed the
Sadar Hills as a
“political  foot-
ball.” After the
switching over of
these Kuki lead-
ers, the NCP has

Chungkhokai became a political
Doungel and KUKI DUO: Doungel  force to contend

Thangminlen Kip- (left) and Kipgen with.

gen from the ruling The party,

Manipur State Congress Party
(MSCP) and as legislators. While
Doungel had represented Saikul,
Thangminlen was the Kangpokpi
MLA. After resigning,. the two
Kuki leaders joined the National-
ist Congress Party (NCP) just after
the announcement of poll dates.
Doungel, who has been at-
tacked by Naga militants at least

which is sure to get a few seats,
will play a crucial role in the for-
mation of the next government
and the Sadar Hills issue is bound
to take centrestage.

When chief minister W. Nipa-
macha Singh failed to fulfil his
commitment on the creation of
Sadar Hills district after the issue
became too “explosive”, the pow-

1lls issue
I
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erful Kuki lobby, which even in-
cludes “Kuki militants”, had ex-
erted pressure on Saikul, Saitu
and Kangpokpi legislators to re-
sign from the MSCP. While Doun-
gel and Thangminlen succumbed,
Saitu’s sitting MLA and horticul-
ture minister Ngamthang Haokip
stuck to the MSCP and remained
loyal to Nipamacha Singh.

The Nagas in general and
Senapati Nagas in particular are
always up in arms against the cre-
ation of Sadar Hills district. “Cre-
ation of Sadar Hills district is es-
sential for the integrity of Ma-
nipur,” said Doungel.

The issue is one of the factors
in the growth of the NCP in the
state. Doungel admitted that it

will be an important issue in t
next government formation.




Confusion over Naga

peace talks con

By REZAUL H. LASKAR , _
New Delhi, Feb. 8: The imbroglio
over the next round of the Naga
peace talks continues, with no
indication from the Isak-Muivah
faction of the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland as to when its
representatives would meet Mr K.
Padmanabhaiah, for discussions.

The talks ran into rough weather
after Thuingaleng Muivah, general
secretary of the NSCN (I-M), was
arrested by the authorities in Thai-
land on two separate occasions for
travelling on forged passports and
for jumping bail. An immigration
court in southern Thailand later
sentenced Muivah to one year’s
imprisonment after he was con-
vigted for travelling on a forged
Singapore passport. Muivah is
likely to face further legal proceed-
ings.

Government sources told The
Asian Age that the banned militant
group had not yet informed the
Union government about a possi-
ble date and venue for continuing
the peace talks which started after
the two sides announced a cease-
fire in August 1997. :

The development has led to some
concern within the Union home
ministry as Muivah is viewed as
the “principal negotiator” of the
NSCN{d-M). “Although  both
Muivah and NSCN(I-M) chairman
Isak Chisi Swu represented the
group in all the rounds of talks,

Muivah was the one
the tatking. The NSCN(I
has indicated who will
Muivah in its negotiating team,”
the sources said.

Despite the lack of prograss in
addressing substantive issues, the
Naga peace talks have facilitated
the continuation of the ceasefire in
Nagaland. It has also allowed the

Union government and the
NSCN(I-M), one of the most pow-
erful insurgent groups in the

Northeast, to exchange views on
issues which have not been.:
addressed by successive govern-
ments at the Centre for almost
three decades.

Meanwhile, there are no clear
indications as to who would step in
to fill the gap created by Muivah’s
detention by the Thai authorities.
The sources said Muivah had
always controlled the affairs of the
NSCN(I-M) with an iron hand, and
there was thus no “clear second
rung of leaders.”

Brigadier V. Atem, former com-
mander of the NSCN(I-M)’s army
wing, is very popular with the out-
fit’s cadres, and he was recently
given the less-important post of
“finance minister” in the group’s
political set-up. Hungshi
Thangkul, the present commander
of the army wing, is also popular
with the cadres. Muivah has
reportedly been grooming another
young leader, Shimre, as a possible

successor, the sources said.
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/OMBAT CORRUPTION
3 "o Only way to save the North-east Vi

HE North-east Girl Students’ Coordination Committee hds
hit the nail on the head by identifying corruption and gros!
misuse of public funds as the reason for the region’s back
wardness. It accurately reflects the perceptions of educated
youth. They have been the worst victims of backwardness and
neglect forcing a large section of the educated unemployed to
join the ranks of insurgents. Lack of transparency in financial
affairs is the root of the problem; a point the Prime Minister
made to regional leaders during his recent visit to Shillong.
Central funds for North-east development have been so “gross-
ly misused” (an euphemism for corruption) by politicians that
insurgency has been a natural fallout. Only 17 paise of every
rupee earmarked for development reach the grassroots. The
region is the poorest in terms of infrastructure, although the
annual per capita fund allocation for development is one of the
highest. In fact the region views insurgency as a protest
against rampant corruption. The nexus of politicians, bureau-
crats, contractors and touts thrives. No wonder food rakes and
relief convoys bound for the region vanish. Ironically insur-
gents themselves are not free from the scourge. Corruption is
their main source of sustenance. In Manipur and Nagaland
ministers have developed a vested interest in letting insuxg
gency thrive; some retain clandestine links with insurgents.
The Centre too is responsible. Ever since Nehru the Centre’s
policy has been to buy peace which has only emboldened
insurgents. To overcome past neglect, the Centre has provided
assistance without accountability. Worse, it has sent on depu-
tation officers who have proven records of corruption or are
unwanted. It is a pity that Delhi still has not been able to
change its mindset and views the North-east as a “punish-
ment posting”. The Centre is yet to punish those who use their
“punishment posting” to make money. More deplorable is the
’ Centre’s policy of not reverting back to the region officers of
' proven merit after their stints in Delhi. The problem is lack of

governance. If Delhi wants peace and development in the
region, it must establish governance and accountability. //
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NAGA PEACE

1,)>°Success depends on chang}e of

HE Thai foreign ministry’s reported admission thatAhe

arrest of NSCN general secretary Muivah was “accidental”
and likely to be “corrected” would suggest the Naga leader
may not have to serve the full one-year prison term. The
Centre has agreed to defer peace talks at the instance of the
NSCN-IM whose future course will now be guided by how soon
Muivah is released. Chairman Isak Swu's inability to talk
alone exposes the party’s pretensions, a point repeatedly
ignored by their spokesmen in Nagaland. If nothing substan-
tial emerges soon they will probably be back to where they
started. Delhi must be reminded that however optimistic 1t
might feel about the outcome it will not be binding on all
Nagas. The BJP government should rectify the UF govern-
ment’s mistake of ignoring the NSCN(Khaplang) and the
Naga National Council, apparently at the behest of Isak and
Muivah who refuse to accept their existence. The two factions
cannot be written off . Most, including the influential apex
council of leaders, Naga Hoho, NGOs, church leaders and pri-
vate organisations, think the peace dialogue is irrelevant to
existing ground realities. Not only has the BJP not respected
this sentiment, the former mediator Swaraj Kaushal alleged
that the Prime Minister went back on his word to extend the
ceasefire also to the Naga-inhabited areas of Manipur.

Chief negotiator P Padmanabhiah spoke of a “new strategy”
without elaborating. Hopefully Delhi will take a sound deci-
sion on the demand for a “Greater Nagaland” covering Naga
areas of Manipur. The idea i as preposterous as it is danger-
ous in the context of the NSCN-1M's statement in August 1997
denying that the leadership had asked for “unification” of
these areas, and also clarifying that “for us the Meiteis and
the Nagas are brothers and sisters of the same parents...
therefore anyone who attempts to break this oneness is reac-
tionary”. Whatever might be the BJP’s hidden agenda on
resolving the Naga problem, it must ensure it does fot cause a
further agonising nightmare in Nagaland where, flespite the
ceasefire, the people cox@ue to live in fear.
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“PM urged to secure

A
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NEW DELHI, FEB. 15. Several promi-
nent personalities have sought
the intervention of the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and the Thai Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Chuan Leekpai, to secure
the release of the NSCN(I- M)
leader, Mr. Thuingaleng Muivah,
from Thai prison saying such a
step would have a positive impact
on the peace process initiated by
the Government in the North-

East. C? _

While acknowledging that Mr.
Muivah’s visit to Karachi “at this
juncture has complicated matters
for all”, they said the NSCN(I-M)
general secretary also had “an
obligation to his own people and
to all those who have affirmed
and supported the peace process
to come clean on his visit to Pa-
kistan so that fears of the Govern-
ment are put to rest’’.

In separate lett 0 both Mr.
Vajpayee an r. Leekpai, the
signatorigsSaid their intervention

~

uivah’s release

in getting Mr. Muivah released
“would go a long way in support-
ing the NSCN- Government peace
negotiation for a lasting and just

peace”. 1 %}, ’}/
They said ugh the Royal
Thai Governmentlwas ‘‘well with-

in its rights to dnforce its laws
with regard to illegal use of pass-
ports, we strongly' believe that if
Mr. Muivah is not released imme-
diately the prospects of contin-
uing dialogue for lasting peace
would be in jeopardy’’.

To Mr. Vajpayee, they wrote
that “there has to be openness
from both parties so that the fo-
cus of peace talks is not jeopar-
dised”.

The signatories include Mr.
Surendra Mohan, Mr. Dunu Roy,
Mr. Sumanta Banerjee, Mr. Gau-
tam Navlakha, Mr. Kamal Mitra
Chenoy, Mr. N. D. Pancholi, Mr.
Prabir Purakayastha, Mr. Praful
Bidwai, Syeda Hamid and Mr.
Gautam Navlakha. — PTI
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

IMPHAL, Feb. 19. — The Army
has accused the NSCN-IM of
trying to derail the peace talks.
The public information cell of
the Army's 3 corps headquar-
ters today issued a statement,
saying the Naga militant outfit
had broken the ceasefire's
ground rules by turning the
"safe house" (ceasefire monitor-
ing cell's office) into an exten-
sion of their council headquar-
ters.

The Army statement comes
shortly after the outfit charged
it with sabotaging peace talks.

The handout said the NSCN-
IM is using the immunity
granted under the ceasefire to
carry out illegal activities such
as extortion, abduction, run-
ning illegal lottery and shelter-
ing armed cadres in the "safe
house".

The Army said Ch Lotha, a
civil functionary of NSCN-IM),
was held by the 16 AR at Bari
Langrijan in Assam on 27
December last year for moving
around with an unlicensed .38
revolver and six rounds of
ammunition.

On ‘illegal detention" of
NSCN-IM cadres  under
National Securities Act, the

statement said 17 "criminals"
were arrested in connection
with the ambush on the
Nagaland chief minister on 29
November. Ten other cadres of
the outfit were, also held for
unlawful activities.

On the Army's raid at the

house of "Captain" Neilaku, an
outfit member, on 12 February,
the statement said the raid was
conducted on the clues provided
by two suspects in an abduction
case. The house was found to be
belonging to  NSCN-IM's
Kohima town commander.
Seven rounds of ammunition of
assorted caliber were recovered
from the house. The Army has
appealed to the outfit to follow
ceasefire ground rules.
Plea to media: The state agri-
culture minister, Mr Nyamnei
Konyak, media should focus
more on the development activ-
ities than extortions and kid-
napping,

In an informal chat with
reporters today, he said his
department is trying to increase
food production with the help of
modern researches. During
1989-99, 282,650 metric ton of
food grain was produced in
215,659 hectares of land.

Mr Konyak hoped more
oilseed would be produced this

back ./

peace-derail .
rge at NSCN-IM

year. Last year, the 36,850 met-
ric ton of oilseed was produced.
He said production of wheat
and barley, especially in
Kohima, was very encouraging
last year. He would advice
farmers in other districts to sow
the particular type of seed.

He asked the farmers to collect
seeds from the department
keeping in mind the climatic
and soil conditions of the
region.

The department is giving 50
per cent subsidy to the farmers
for buying power tillers and
other pump sets.

Mr Konyak said the Centre
has sanctioned 81 projects
under National Watershed
Development  Project  for
Rainfed Areas (NWDPRA) dur-
ing the ninth five-year plan.
The minister said his depart-
ment will be divided into differ-
ent departments that will look
after soil conservation, horticul-

ture, sericulture, fisheries,
wasteland development and
veterinary.

A team of agriculture officials
would be sent to Chumukedima
to inspect the paddy discovered
by a pastor, Melhite Kenya. The
minister said his department
may buy the variety from the
pastor.
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Nagarebels
committed to
peace talks

Kohima, Feb. 20 {Agencie}). The
National Socialist\Council bf Na-
galim (Isak-Muivah) today reiter-
ated its commitment to the peace
process in Nagaland, but refused
to take things lying down if
the Centre continued to be bel-‘
ligére at. q AY. 1% o

“Ir the peace process is Yo suc-
ceed, .he Centre will have to show
respect to the Naga people,” an
NSCH(I-M) release said.

The outfit has been trading
charyves with the government and
the armed forces since the past
week.

The Army said on Friday that
the NSCN(I-M) had converted its
ceasefire monitoring cell office
mnear Dimapur into an “extension
of its headquarters”.

The office was sealed on No-
vember 30 after the attempt on Na-
galand chief minister S.C. Jamir’s
life. N

The NSCN(I-M) responded by
saying that the Army was also
guilty of violating the ceasefire.
“The Centre is silent on constant
acts of violation of the ceasefire by
its own machinery, but quick to
criticise us,” the outfit said.

However, the Army’s 3 Corps
saidin a statement here today that
“contentious issues, if any, can be
resolved through discussions be-
tween the two sides”.

“The security forces are con-
scious of the fact that an atmos-
phere conducive to peace talks
should be created.

“It is also imperative to adhere

to the ground rules of the ceas
fire,” it said.
Bomb defused: A mysterious
bomb dating back to World War I
was defused here by a bomb di»-
posal squad of the Army from
Tezpur in Assam, according to the
state’s deputy inspector-general of
police Aditya Arya.

The cylindrical shaped bomk
weighed approximately 14 kg,
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_Probe into Naga leader's 1/

1" suspected ISI links

By Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI, FEB. 23. The Centre is
probing the suspected 181 links of
the Naga rebel leader, Mr. Thuin-
galeng Muivah, who was recently
sentenced to one year in prison
by the Thailand authorities on
charges of travelling on a “fake”
passport.

Mr. Muivah, NSCN (I-M) gen-
‘eral secretary, was detained at
Bangkok airport on arrival from
Karachi on January 22. He and
one of his aides, Mr. 1. Shimre,
were found travelling under false
South Korean passports, report-
edly procured from Myanmar.
However, the two were set free
on bail by a Thai court.

Mr. Muivah was again arrested
a few days later on charges of
travelling on a fake passport.

His ultimate destination was
Amsterdam where the next
round of Naga peace talks with
the Indian Government’s chief
negotiator, Mr. K. Padmanab-
haiah, was scheduled to begin on
February 4. The talks have been
put off for the time being but
" sources say the Government was

hopeful of finding some solution
in the next two to three weeks.

It is Mr. Muivah's Karachi visit,
reportedly from January 15 to 19
that has given rise to suspicion
here. According to highly-placed
sources, intelligence agencies are
trying to unravel the links of Mr.
Muivah and the NSCN (I-M) with
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence which may be funding the
outlawed Naga outfit.

Well-placed sources said Mr.
Muivah had purchased the air
ticket from Pak Travels, a travel
agency managed from the New
Peninsula hotel in Bangkok by a
Pakistani national, Rafiq Khan,
suspected of having links with
the ISI. The ticket was meant for
Amsterdam  through Kuala
Lumpur. Inquiries revealed that
Mr. Muivah had bought his ticket
from the same travel agency ear-
lier.

Sources said the Government
was also making efforts to ascer-
tain the places visited by Mr.
Muivah in Pakistan and the per-
sons with whom he had interact-
ed. Only last week, several
prominent personalities had
sought the intervention of the

Vv

Prime Minister, Mk. Alal Bihari
Vajpayee and his
part, Mr. Chuan Le&kpgi, to se- |
cure Mr. Muivah’s release from {
the Thai prison saying its would
have a positive impact on the
peace process in the North-East.

While acknowledging that Mr.
Muivah’s visit to Karachi “at this
juncture” has complicated mat-
ters for all”, they said the NSCN
(I-M) general secretary also had
“an obligation to his own people
and to all those who have af-
firmed and supported the peace
process to come clean on his visit
to Pakistan so that the Govern-
ment’s fears are put to rest.”

They said that though the Roy-
al Thai Government was “well
within its rights to enforce its
laws with regard to illegal use of
passports, we strongly believe
that if Mr. Muivah is not released
immediately the prospects of
continuing dialogue for lasting
peace would be in jeopardy.” The
signatories included Mr. Gautam
Navlakha, Mr. Surendra Mohan,
Mr. Kamal Mitra Chenoy, Mr. N.
D. Pancholi and Mr. Sumanta
Banerjee.
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Peace ta

g 01 ﬁght

track, $ Says NSCN

Kohima, February 24 NP \ﬂ (@p itted to finding a peaceful

Y
THE PEACE process towards
finding a final solution of the Naga
political problem is moving on the
right track, the NSCN (IM) has
said.

The eight-member Steering
Committee, the highest policy
making body of the outfit, in a
statement said that the world other
than being aware of the situation
in the state was also a witness to
the on-going political talks being
held at the Prime Ministerial level.

Seeking solution within the
Indian Constitution would be the
repetition of the past follies and
imposition of Indian elections
upon the Nagas at this juncture
was a ploy to sabotage the peace
process, the statement said and
added it was a political bait to mur-
der the Naga national rights.

"We want a lasting solution and
genuine peace. NSCN is firmly

pblitical solution and beheve in the
Indian commitment too," the com-
mittee said.

They said that both the parties
had accepted the undisputed fact
that the Indo-Naga issue was a
political and not a military prob-
lem. After launching 50 years of
'bitter war' on Nagaland, New
Delhi had openly admitted the
hard reality that violent means was
no solution to the issue.

The Steering Committee also
applauded their collective leader-
ship, Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee and his predecessors, as
they believed Indian leaders too
were deeply committed to finding
a political: solution to the issue.
"Let us thank God, who has, given
us a time for peace. It is now
opportune ‘time for negotiating
across the table. Do not let us miss
it," they said. .
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Special branch did not have time to ‘sterilise’ Nagen

—— Sarma’s -route, says Assam DGP

a9

housands throng Funeral(

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Guwabhati, Feb. 28: “Why did
they have to kill him? Why can’t
they Kill those who are really
evil?” wailed Nagen Sarma’s
niece as his body was placed on
the pyre at the Nabagraha crema-
torium this afternoon.

Hundreds of sympathetic eyes
looked on as the young girl wept
inconsolably along with some
other relatives. “This is what Nal-
bari has given you. We had asked
you so many times not to go
there,” she said. -~

What they overlooked was the
fact that though Nalbari district is
one of the last remaining strong-
holds of the Ulfa, the Nalbari As-
sembly constituency had re-
turned Sarma to the House three
times in succession since 1985.

Sarma was put to rest with full
state honours with a large num-
ber of dignitaries and common
people attending the cremation.
Among those present were Gover-
nor Lt. Gen. (retd.) S.K. Sinha,
chief minister Prafulla Kumar
Mahanta and his ministerial col-
leagues, commander of the 51 sub-
area Brig. K.P. Nanjappa, chief
secretary P.K. Bora, director-gen-
eral of police P.V. Sumant and dis-
sident Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP) leader Pulakesh Baruah.

Earlier this morning, Sarma’s
body was brought from his official
residence to the state secretariat
and the Assembly before being
taken to the AGP headquarters,
the All-Assam Students’ Union
(AASU) headquarters and the
public works department (PWD)
and forest department offices for
the people to pay their last re-
spects.

_ Alarge number of AASU lead-

ers also turned up for the funeral
as Sarma was one of the two lead-
ers who had revived the students’
organisation after the Emergency
had left it almost defunct. The
other leader, Lalit Rajkhowa, had
predeceased Sarma.

The rented house of Makhan
Barpatra Gohain, Sarma’s person-
al assistant, in the Hatigaon area
of the city wore a deserted look as
his family left for Mariani:in
Jorhat district with his body
today. Gohain, who was staying at
Hatigaon with his wife and three
daughters, had laid the founda-
tion of his own home only a few
days ago.

8 Ulfa men killed

At least eight Ulfa militants were
killed in an encounter with securi-
ty forces in Upper Arunachal
Pradesh today. Official sources
here confirmed the incident say-
ing details were awaited, adds
UNI.

Another Ulfa militant was
killed in an encounter with the
Army near Halem railway station
in Assam’s Sonitpur district yes-
terday. However, one of his associ-
ates managed to escape under the
over of darkness. The slain mili-

ant was identified as Samaihi

LAST JOURNEY:: Distraught family members of slain Assam minister Nagen Sarma during his
funeral procession in Guwahati on Monday. Picture by K. Anupam

Burman. Nearly 500 gm of explo-
sives, two detonators, two metre
cordex and some incriminating
documents were recovered from
the site, an official report said.

Two central committee mem-
bers of Ulfa were kitled and two
policemen injured in an en-
counter last night at Aosangtang
basti in Nagaland’s Mokokchung
district, bordering Jorhat district
of Assam, reports our Jorhat cor-
respondent.

The slain militants have been
identinea as Aditya Baruah alias
Bhaskar Dutta and Samiran
Bhuyan alias Rituraj. Both were

THE TELEGRAPH

from Nagaon district.

The militants were arrested by
the Jorhat police at Neemati, the
ferry ghat which connects Majuli
island with the mainland, in the
early hours yesterday. They were
taken to Nagaland to identify the
location of an Ulfa camp.

The police team was attacked
by militants while it was on its
way to the camp. In the ensuing
encounter, two members of the
armed police were injured. The
Ulfa duo accompanying the police
team tried to escape but were
killed in the crossfire, police
sources said. The police team re-

1

turned after the encounter.

The injured policemen have
been shifted to the CRPF hospital
in Guwahati. However, sources al-
leged that the police team went
berserk after two of their col-
leagues received bullet injuries
and shot dead the captured Ulfa
rebels. The incident comes in the
wake of intelligence reports that
Ulfa militants have set up camps
in the jungles of Nagaland border-
ing the districts of Upper Assam.

Several computer discs, digital
diaries and incriminating docu-
ments had earlier been recovered
from the slain militants.

29¢€8 200
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e step up
amour for

modernisation

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Guwahati, Feb. 28: Alerted by -

the high security risks to the lives
of VVIPs, particularly ministers
residing in the state capital, the
city police have submitted a mod-
ernisation proposal for approval
from the state government.

A police source said, “Another
reason why we need to modernise
our infrastructure is the rapid
growth of the city, both in size and
population.”

The source also pointed out,
“The United Liberation Front of
Asom (Ulfa) has targeted VVIPs in
the city in the past.” Chief minis-
ter Prafulla Kumar Mahanta had
survived an assassination at-
tempt on June 7, 1997. State mu-
nicipal administration develop-
ment minister Biraj Kumar
Sarma was fired upon eight
‘months later on February 11, 1998.
The plan mooted by the police is
better known as the geographical
information package system.

The proposal, if cleared by the
government, would en-
able the police to have
easy access to every
“minute detail” of the
city at the click of a
mouse and help in “ef-
fective control”. The
proposal was mooted
after unabated infiltra-
tion from all corners of
the city was found to
have posed a serious

tem also facilitates “lively pic-
tures” of every household. “But
for this, marking of the houses is a
must,” the source said, adding
that effective steps have already
been taken by the authorities.

Another significant aspect it » |
the implementation of the systeng.,
is that the police will be able te}»
keep tabs on every city tenant..”
The city police, who have admiﬁ-ﬂf
ted that they are facing hassles, re~ "
cently initiated a survey of ten—
ants in all rented houses. i

The system, which will carry
out a total study of all routes of the
city, will also help the police make
“alternative arrangements” when
required.

“In most cases, landlords are
ignorant about the antecedents of .-
their tenants. And the latter have +,
been found to take undue advah.™,
tage of this,” the source said. He_»
also recalled instances wher:®
rebels of underground outfit§s;
have taken shelter in disguise. )

R

Bandh today f:*"

Security has been@

tightened throughout’
the state to block any,*
attempts by the Ulfa tox |
foil the 12-hour Assam .-
bandh tomorrow. The :*
bandh has been called . |
by the ruling Asom:*.
Gana Parishad in’-«
protest against the, K
killing of state PWI-,

and forest mlnlster*&

*@v

security threat. Nagen Sarma. Diree-, #.

“The city has be- tor-general of pohd& >,
come a breeding  gauma-Kiling  P.V. Sumant said ade-* 5
ground for all kinds of vindicates quate security mea:s’
suspicious elements, police demand sures have been taken~'
whether they are rebels to prevent any unto- .

of different militant

ouifits or Bangladeshi infiltra-
tors,” a senior official told The
Telegraph. He added the lack of
an effective monitoring system
has set daunting tasks for the po-
lice to keep track of every inci-
dent.

Oil India Limited (OIL) has re-
centiy completed a similar survey
of all existing pipelines in the
state. Sources said the survey was
undertaken after militants in-
creased attacks on oil pipelines.

Sources said at least a couple of
private firms have submitted pre-
" pared land cover mappings of the
city to the authorities.

“These firms, including
Amtron, have approached us in
this context and prepared three-
dimensional and aerial images of
the city,” a source said. These im-
ages would give vivid pictures of
each and every area of the city.

“These will help the police to
launch a foolproof anti-crime of-
fensive,” he said, adding the sys-

ward incident during -
the bandh. He said additional °
forces have been deployed in all
sensitive areas and strict instruc- |
tions issued to all the dlstrlct
headquarters.

“There should not be any laxi- ' i
ty in security control,” another se- « .
nior police official said. He point’ -
ed out that there was every possi-
bility of the militant outfit trying
to create disturbance during the
bandh. A red alert has also been
sounded in the state.

Sources said the issue is sensi-
tive as it involves the killing of a
popular leader. “While the party
workers would try and make the
bandh a success, Ulfa may try and
cause disturbances,” a source
said. The Army is also on alert, he’
added. State sports and youth wel-
fare minister Moidul Islam Bora,
who is also party spokesman,
claimed that the bandh will be a
total success. He said all the dis-
trict committees of the AGP have
been asked to maintain peace.

THE TELEGRAPH
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‘Muivah held in Bangkok

.
Sl oy,
KOHIMA, Jan. 27, — The NSCN (I-M) general
secretary, Th Muivah, and his assodiate, I
Shimre, were arrested at Bangkok airpor% on 19
January for carrying “fake” South Korean pass-
ports “issued in Pakistan”, the Nagaland chief
minister said today.

Mr SC Jamir said he got news of the arrests
from a “friend” in Delhi.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

and their organisations in north Indian states;,
Union home ministry officials said.

Mr Jamir wondered why Muivah had to go to
Pakistan now, when the Centre was holding
talks with the NSCN (I-M) to solve the Naga
problem. “Top NSCN (I-M) leaders should have
been here in India if they are serious at all to
find a solution to the problem.”

Asked whether India will try to get the tw
extradited, Mr Pillai said the

The joint secretary, Union L ® Another report on pag‘fi] would have to first face the trial

home ministry, Mr GK Pillai,
confirmed the arrests. He told PTI over the
phone from Delhi that they were in Bangkok’s
Klong Prem Prison. A Thai court will hear their
case on 1 February.

On 1 August 1997, the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (I-M) and security forces in
Nagaland agreed to ceasefire, now extended t111
July 2001. -~

The fact that they flew from Karachi confirms
that Pakistan is a support-base for terrorists

in Bangkok. “How can we inter-
fere in their (Thailand’s) legal procedure.”

Home ministry officials, meanwhile, said the
Prime Minister’s special emissary, Mr K
Padmanabhaiah, is likely to hold talks with
NSCN (1-M) leaders in Bangkok next week. ’

Muivah and NSCN (I-M) chairman, Isak
Chishi Swu, were in Nagaland in April last year
to hold talks with individuals and Naga organi-
sations as part of the ongoing dialogue between
the Centre and the underground outfit.

THE STATESMAN
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_“Muivah flies into Thai

[y

BY SENTINARO JAMIRAND

CHANDAN NANDY .
( \,\
Jan. 27: Naga insurgent leader
Thuingaleng Muivah has been ar-
rested by Thai authorities soon
after flying into Bangkok from
Karachi.

Muivah, general secretary of
the National Socialist Council of
Nagalim (Isak-Muivah), was ar-
rested along with 1. Shimre, said
to be his chief arms procurer, last
weekend. Muivah and Shimre are
under judicial custody till Febru-
aryl.

Muivah'’s arrest was first dis- -
closed by the Far Eastern Econom-
ic Review in the magazine’s latest
issue. Published from Hong Kong,
the Review said he had been “de-
tained” after arriving on a flight
from Karachi.

India does not have an extradi-
tion treaty with Thailand. But, in
a sensitive case like this, back-
channel negotiations sometimes
play a more influential role than
formal agreements. .

However, India has not made it
clear whether it is keen on brin-
ging Muivah over. The 65-year-old
insurgent leader carries a Rs 3-
lakh reward on his head in Ma-
nipur, but he is also a key player in
the ongoing negotiations between
Naga militants and the Centre.

~Delhi will be eager to ensure
that Muivah’s arrest does not
jeopardise the talks, scheduled to
resume in Bangkok next week. A
ceasefire is now in force between
the Isak-Muivah group and the se-
curity forces in Nagaland.

Asked whether Delhi will
press for Muivah’s handover, a
home ministry official said: “How

Yo\ \
dy from Karach

can we intervene at this juncture?
They will be prosecuted accord-
ing to Thai laws.”

The home ministry is now fo-
cusing on highlighting the Kar-
achi connection to the troubles in
the Northeast. Muivah’s Karachi
visit “exposes the links that he en-
joys with Pakistani officialdom,
especially the country’s intelli-
gence agencies”, an official said.

Senior officials in the Union
home ministry, who learnt of the
arrest only after the magazine

Muivah

carried the report, said Muivah
was arrested on January 22 for
travelling on a fake Myanmarese
passport.
But Nagaland chief minister
S. C. Jamir said “reliable sources”
had told him that the two were ar-
rested on January 19. Besides, a
joint secretary in the home min-
istry said they were carrying fake
South Korean passports.
. This is not the first time that
the leader of a bamwed insurgent
outfit has been arrested on

charges of travelling on fake doc-
uments. In 1998, Battgladesh po-
lice arrested Ulfa general secre-
tary Anup Chetia for entering the
country with fake travel docu-
ments. According to Indian secu-
rity agencies, Chetia, too, used to |
travel frequently to Pakistah on |
assumed names.

Both Muivah and the insur-
gent outfit president Isak Chisi
Swu have been shuttling between
Bangkok and Manila since the
early nineties. Home ministry of-
ficials insisted that they had time
and again asked Thailand to ar-
rest both leaders. But the Thai
government showed little interest
as they had not committed any
crime in that country.

Quoting Thai police sources,
Reuters said Muivah has been
lodged at Bangkok’s Klong Prem
prison pending trail, and “at this
moment, he can only be chargeg |
for entering the country with fak&g:
documents”. :

Thailand was on high
ever since members of an
insurgent group laid siegeto the
Myanmarese embassy in
mk()k' holding several persons
ho%tage for a number of days. On
Monday, there was another
hostage crisis ina hospital. -

The NSCN(I-M) leaders hak_‘_
met two Indian Prime Ministers
as part of the Naga peace talks. In
1997, then Prime Minister H.D.
Deve Gowda met the two at Davos,
Switzerland. .

A year later; A.B. Vajpayee dis-
cussed the peace talks with the
two in Paris. Muivah and Swu had

reached Nagaland in-April last
year to elicit the views of mdy/

1

uals and organisations.
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-Naga delegation
to hold a peace

march
W

Guwahati, Jan. 29:%[ a time
when secretary of the banned
National Socialist Council of
Nagaland(I-M) Thuingaleng
Muivah is facing trial in a Thailand
court, a 60-member delegation,
comprising various Naga organisa-
tions, has embarked upon “a jour-
ney of conscience” to interact with
the civil rights groups, intellectuals
and the media in different parts of
the country to highlight the prob-
lems facing the Naga society.

The delegation led by the con-
venor of Naga People’s Movement
for Humsan Rights, Mr Neingulo
Krome, will take part in a peace
march in New Dclhi on Monday
and will pay tributes to Mahaima
Gandhi at Rajghat on Sunday.

Before boarding the train for
New Delhi, Mr Krome said that
initiation of the peace talks without
any pre-conditions had raised
hopes among the peace-loving
Nagas for a solution to the 52-year
political struggle. '

He, however, regretted: “We are
yet to see any concrete develop-
ment and progress towards a solu-
tion, the lack of which threatens
the fragile peace process itselt.”

The snail’s pace in the peace dia-
logue was providing an opportuni-
ty to vested interests to foment a
sense of uncertainty and suspicion
helying the hopes of the people. he
added.

Advocating transparency in the
peace talks between the Centre and
the NSCN (1-M), Mr Krome said:
“Nagas believe that for any viable

By MaANoOJ ANAND

in Delhi

XIiticaI solution to enxrgg’ and
ubsequently leading to Sustain-
ale peace. interaction has to tran-
sdend the confines of the negotia-
tian room and civil society has to
coftribute  responsibly  towards
ing public opinion through
broadening of participation.”

“We feel that people in India as
part of the larger civil society can
not remain mere spectators in the
movement for peace and must
share  the responsibility in
strengthening the peace initiative.
that are taking place at the political
level.” he said and added that the
understanding of the people in
India of reasons why the Naga
struggle has not been subdued has
been inadequate.

“This has resulted in necdless
damage to perceptions and relation
between peoples.”

“We Nagas are to blame for our
failure to come to you to enable
you to understand our position and
compulsions.”

In an emotional appeal, he said:
“Believe us when we say there is
much goodwill and hope left.
although we have to add that time
and patience is against us. We
believe that something must be
done together to demonstrate our
sincere concerns to bring about
peaceful fundamental change lead-
ing to a just political solution.”

The delegation includes the rep-
resentatives of the Naga Hoho,
Naga Students Federation. Naga
Mothers Association. Naga Baptist
Church Council. and Manipur-
based All Naga Students’ Unton
and Naga Women's Union.
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/Sanjoy sus ect'in surrender talks

FROM RAJIB BORAH \/ \

Guwahati, Jan. 30: One of the
main accused in the kidnapping
and subsequent “killing” of social
worker Sanjoy Ghose in Majuli
island of Upper Assam is negoti-
ating with the police for his sur-
render.

The surrender, the details of
which are likely to be finalised in
the next “two or three days”, is ex-
pected to set at rest speculation
about Ghose’s “death” which has
so far been shrouded in mystery
because of “contradictory” sfate-
ments issued by the United Liber-
ation Front of Asom.

According to sources, Bhaskar

i Baruah alias Mridul Hazarika,
son of the late Khageswar Baruah
of Ratanpur village in Majuli,
met a senior police official in the
city on January 27 to negotiate
terms for his surrender.

Howeve nothlng concrete
emerged out of the meeting ex-
cept that the police promised him
the “best possible deal”.

On the same day, the Central
Bureau of Investigation, which is
probing the Ghose case, an-
nounced a reward of Rs 50,000 to
any person providing informa-
tion facilitating the arrest of

‘Bhaskar Baruah.

Similar rewards were also
announced for information on
five other accused, including Ulfa
commander-in-chief Paresh
Baruah

Official sources denied the
surrender meeting initially, but
confirmed it on Sunday. The nego-
tiations have made some progress
but another two or three days
would be needed to hammer out
the details, they said.

“Only after that can we make
it public,” a source said. He added

that as of today only Baruah has
approached the government to
surrender.

The sources also said Baruah’s
surrender would resolve the
Ghose mystery. Ghose, who was
the general secretary of Avard-
NE, an NGO working in the
world’s largest riverine island,

" was picked'up by Ulfa activists on
" July 4, 1997. He has remained un-

traced ever since.

Subsequently, a press state-
ment, “apparently issued by the
Ulfa”, claimed that he had been
executed. However, in the face of
widespread outrage, the militant
outfit washed its hands of the
statement.

It said Ghose was “still alive”
in its custody and set four condi-
tions for his release. One of the
conditions was that Ghose’s
Avard-NE should quit Assam. On
July 30, the NGO vacated its office

THE TELEGRAPH
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at Kamalabari in Majuli.

Though the Ulfa promised to
hand over Ghose to a team of
Red Cross officials, Paresh Baru-
ah announced on August 6 that
the social worker had died after
falling off a cliff while trying to
escape.

Despite appeals for informa-
tion about the place where Ghose
had reportedly died, the Ulfa re-
mained silent. )

An Ulfa activist reportedly
involved in the crime, Amrit
Dutta, has been arrested by the po-
lice. He is said to have confessed
that Ghose had been Kkilled the
very day he was abducted. He was
shot, put into a gunny bag and
thrown into the Brahmaputra, he
reportedly said.

On the other hand, Ghose’
wife Sumita has refused to acce
that he is dead. “I still believe
alive,” she had said.




Ulfa blows up .
ONGC plpellne

By MANOJ ANAND

Guwahati, Jan. 2: Suspeuted Ulfa re‘;gfs\\ew up an ONGC
pipeline in Assam’s Sibsagar district on Satdrday, disrupting the
supply of crude oil from Moran oil field. Experts said this may
affect the supply of crude oil to the refineries.

The blast on the loop line at Disangpani, near Safari village,
took place at about 10.30 pm on Saturday. The police recovered
batteries and wires near the blast site, 1nd1<:atmg that it was a
remote-controlled explosion. ?

ONGC’s monitoring station soufces said the extent ©f damage
may be less as the supply was not operational when the blast took
place. There were no casualties. The crude oil blocked in the
pipeline which gushed out following the blast immediately caught
fire. Fire tenders fought the blaze for hours. “We heard the sound
of the explosion here at Lakwa residential complex (which is 5
km away) of the ONGC ,” said an employee.

Hundreds of panic-stricken villagers gathered around the site
later along with the police and officials from ONGC. The police
said a five-metre stretch of the pipeline was damaged.

Additional superintendent of police Vijay Kuli told The Asian
Age over the telephone from Sibsagar that the police has launched
a massive combing operation to_arr€st the militants responsible
for the explosion. Senior Ce officers of the area had also
reached the spot.
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_Assam exten(K offer to Ulfa

Guwahati, Jan. 3: Assam Chief
minister Prafulla Kumar Mahan-
ta today announced the extension
of the safe passage offer till Janu-
ary 17 after 257 militants opted for
it between December 21 and New
Year’s eve.

Addressing a news conference
here this afternoon, Mahanta said
only peace could bring about de-
velopment and hoped that more
militants would avail of the offer.
Mahanta said the government
would lay stress on development
by focusing attention on District
Rural Development Agency and
the agriculture and public works
departments.

Emphasising on the govern-
ment’s success in bringing about
an overall improvement in the
law and order situation, Mahanta
attributed the new scenario to the

S ﬁ
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT ") 1" o 1 g
c

fors

political will of the government
and the success of the unified com-
mand structure. He, however,
ruled out any unilateral ceasefire
at present.

Mahanta said the government
has chargesheeted a number of its
employees and business houses
for aiding militants and had
launched a drive to cut off the
rebels’ fund source.

Inspector-general of police
(special branch) N. Ramachan-
dran, who was present on the oc-
casion, said though the Ulfa cen-
tral leadership were not ‘“ecstat-
ic” about the safe passage offer, a
large number of rebels had con-
tacted the Army and the police in

umber of militants opting
passage deal, says DGP

this con?egtioﬁ.é. (‘75/\0\1"/7

Ramachandran said insur-
gency-related killings had de-
clined this year. The militants had
killed 214 people in 1999, 544 in
1998 and 1,337 in 1997.

The Assam police, which lost
113 personnel, bore the brunt of
the militants’ attacks. The Central
Reserve Police Force lost 33 per-
sonnel and the Border Security
Force 14. Though a large number
of militants were apprehended,
several managed to escape due to
legal loopholes.

The Ulfa struck hardest in Nal-
bari, Tinsukia and Sibsagar dis-
tricts while the National Democ-
ratic Front of Boroland and the

Bodo Liberation Tigw

their presence felt in Kokrajhar,
Darrang and Kamrup districts.
The NSCN, the Dima Haiam
Daoga and the Kuki-National Vol-
unteers Killed 23 people in the
North Cachar Hills and 18 in
Karbi Anglong.

Ramachandran said 199 mili-
tants were killed last year in
counter-insurgency operations.

“The scenario has drastically
changed in the state as the mili-
tants can no more roam freely as
was earlier the case.” Ramachan-
dran said.

On the rehabilitation package
for surrendered militants. Ra-
machandran said 291 insurgents
were lodged in camps run by the
police while 40 were with the
army. Altogether 913 militants
surrendered in the past two years,
of which 760 were Ulfa rebels, he
added.
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/7
ULFA's campaigh
\ p X

EVERY CALCULATED act-bf extremist x}o}énce in the
north-east is often intended as a political act. Whether it is
Sunday’s ONGC pipeline blast in Assam’s Sibsagar district or
a series of attacks on the railways la{t year or attempts on the
lives of political leaders or police officials, they have the
objective of demonstrating the extremists’ fire power and
their ability to hit where it hurts. Each time efforts have been
made to write the obituary of the ULFA and Bodo militants,
they have struck back. Despite the presence of the Army, the
extremists have carried on the campaign of terror. While one
can understand the difficulties of the security agencies to pre-
vent militants from attacking soft targets like bus passengers
etc, how does one explain the lax security at vital installations
despite these being targeted from time to time? For sev-
eral years now the ONGC employees have been subject-
ed to intimidation and threats. On several occasions the
ONGC had to suspend all its drilling activities as a result.
Businessmen and entrepreneurs too have received “quit
notices” almost everywhere in the region.

It is ironical that those who have exploited sentiments
directed against the Centre about its “step-motherly” treat-
ment of the region have themselves sought to paralyse the
states economically through bandhs and other crippling acts.
In a region where state governments have failed to supply
even rice and kerosene under the PDS to the common peo-
ple, the NGOs have done a commendable work. But even
they have not been spared. There was a time when the ULFA
militants enjoyed some support. But its campaign of mindless
violence has exposed its dubious game plan. Whatever little
sympathy the ULFA once had evaporated following its decla-
ration that the Pakistani infiltrators in Kargil were “freedom
fighters”. Now that the ULFA militants are facing marginali-
sation, they are looking for dramatic “successes” to stay in the

- limelight. What is disquieting however is their links with
forces inimical to the country. The state government’s inept
handling of the law and order situation has only helped
the militants to survive at a time when they are steadi-
ly losing ground.

:
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Aripura to introduce,
National Securltz\{ Act

HT Correspondert
Agartala, January 5

AFTER MONTHS of hesitation,
the Left Front government in
Tripura has finally decided to
introduce the National Security
Act (NSA) to curb the growing
tribal insurgency in the state.
However, the step has been
opposed by various oppaosition par-
ties since they feel the Act would
be misused against their workers
and innocent people.

The decision to enforce the
much-talked about Act was taken
at the Cabinet meeting here last
night. Chief Minister Manik
Sarkar, addressing a Press confer-
ence after the meeting, announced
his government had resolved to
enforce the Act to contain the
increasing insurgency.

In a sharp deviation from its orig-
inal stand on preventive Acts, the
Left government led by CPI(M)
agreed on the matter amid contin-
uing pressure from the Centre. In
his last meeting with the Chief
Minister, Union Home Minister L
K Advani had made it clear that
the situation in Tripura demanded

\«%fc\

'\ Apparently, it was a tough task

}“111 cditd inu ouuumn of strin-
gent measures like the NSA.

e Act since the part has always
d%)osed preventive Acts, consider-

{Er the ruling CPI(M) to concede

them "black laws". The party
even took to streets when the
Congress - TUJS alliance govern-
ment in the state introduced the
Act in 1988,

But considering the worsening
insurgency situation as well as
mounting pressure from the
Centre, the CPI(M) had no other
option than to shift its stand. The
state government could not even
seek more forces from the Centre.

The Chief Minister said there
should not be any fear in any quar-
ter regarding the Act. "It would be
properly used".

The state government has pro-
posed the name of Justice M L
Singhal of the Agartala Bench of
the Guwahati High Court as chair-
man of the advisory board under
the Act. Two other members also
from legal circle would be inducted
on the board. The introduction of
the Act has been flayed by the
opposition.
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~Five top Ulfa
w activists \V

G mnabbed
0\\\ PP, Singhqx( b

GUWAHATI 8 JANUARY
GUWAHATI POLICE, in a ma-
jor breakthrough, arrested five
top Ulfa cadres from Shillong on
Friday night, including Chitra
Dihingia, chairman of Ulfa cen-
tral headquarters and four oth-
ers.

According to police sources,
one Bimal Chetri alias Bitupan
Chetri was arrested 15 kilome-
ters from here and acting on a
tip off from him the police raid-
ed a paddy house in upper Lech-
mere Shillong and arrested Chi-
tra Dihingia along with Deepak
Bora, another member of the

Ulfa central executive,
Sanghamitra Bora and
Julie Bora.

Police sources, who main-
tained silence all through for
reasons best known to them,
only managed to give informa-
tion in bits and pieces.

They later informed that
they also recovered one .32 re-
volver and some video and audio | }
cassettes along with documents
relating to their activities in the
region.

I
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HE ceaseffre between the
Government of India and
the Natiomal Socialist
Council of Nagaland (I-M) has!
been renewed once again to!
take the fractured, tense and;’
fear-tormented peace that!
exists in the unfortunate state|

Year.
New Delhi has also extended
the ceasefire to the other
groups in the state which also
have had confrontations with it
or are allied to such
groups as the Uni-
ted Liberation Front
of Asom. One is
referring here princi-

of Nagaland into this New{

“the In{gh‘an state because, in the
- broadest of terms, he repre-
‘ sents India’s interests.
After much discussion and
)

with inputs from informal advi-
sors, the government, rightly,

eed For Naga Unity . . oot vier dacieshou

In one significant incidént,
Daly Mongro, one of Khap-
lang’s top aides was shot and
killed last August near the

The author, formerly of the

New York Times, is Senior
Fellow, Centre for Policy
Research, New Delhi.

state capital of Kohima,
allegedly by members of the
rival group. .

The more recent ambush of
Nagaland chief minister SC
Jamir and his motorcade was
another severe blow to the
peace process and drew a sharp
response from security forces. .

By SANJOY HAZARIKA -

A number of NSCN (I-M)
cadres were picked up for inter-
rogation after the blast for
their suspected involvement.
The I-M group has denied its
involvement and there is much
confusion in Nagaland over it
because no group has taken
responsibility. Some ask whe-
ther there is a breakaway fac-
tion within the I-M that is
NZ impatient with the talks but
~ this does not have many tak-
ers.
e ) The Nagaland of today — and
cipating in them in this way it is representative
from the Indian side " of several parts of the region —
will be the former home secre- s a5 upreal world of intrigue
tary, Padmanabhiah, the main 5nq manipulation. It is a state
negotiator, and Muivah and where after incidents, some
Swu from the Naga side. even point an accusing finger
at the state government saying
SEVERE BLOW :that it organised the whole
Padmanabhiah took over last ‘thing to sabotage the peace
year from Swaraj Kaushal, the process.
former Mizoram Governor, who
has conducted the talks for two ~ DESPITE ODDS
years. Kaushal’s main strength yey the fact that the ceasefire
in the meetings with the Nagas pas survived the physical and
has been his patience as a lis- \5gychological damage caused
tener. His role in organising }y"thege attacks is an indica-
the Mizoram accord of 1986 tjo, of how deep the longing for
which ended 20 years of spo- ‘peace is in Nagaland. Many

pally to the NSCN
(Khaplang) group,
which is the prineci-
pal Naga political
and military adver-
sary to the group led
by Isak Chisi Swu
and Theungelang
Muivah.

The talks are [
scheduled in the [
Netherlands at The ‘
Hague, which is the /!
political capital of
that country. Parti-

was also an asset although the jpad walks of life; have ‘been
Nagas consistently have made o king behind the scenes for
the point that the two situa- the past years in a Track Two
tions are completely differ- process that has seen them

radic insurgency in that state Nagas from different tribes -

the NSCN (I-M) and India are
important, not merely in them-
selves but because, with time
and patience, they could show
a way for negotiations-with
other militant groups, whether
in.our fractieus North-east or
in the north-west. Much de-
pends on their success or fail-

ent. 33 hold f " ith lead-
These di?cﬁsgions b(éélvw\bx? hold frank meetings with lea

ers of all factions in efforts to
lower the level of violence.
They are doing so with great
: courage and not inconsiderable
risk to themselves.

After nearly a half century of
violence and conflict, within
and without Naga society, peo-
ple desperately want peace. An

; entire generation of Nagas has

ure, not least of all the gpounto adulthood and mid-
prospects for a genuine peace, dle_age without knowing a life
in Nagaland. . ‘ without tension or fear. The
At the moment, it appears pyman resources wasted, in
that the talks are at a stale- yornq of Jives, energy, creative-
mate. There has been little poss that blossoms in non-con-
progress except with the con- fljet gituations is unimagin-
tinuance of the ceasefire. Even p1a
this is tenuous because of Tha ceasefire is holding
attacks and counter-attacks gogpite the odds. Indeed, after
not between the government {6 recent attack on Jamir, the
and Naga militants but among y,me ministry seriously con-
the Nagas themselves. Over gigored revoking the ceasefire.
the past months, this has cre- ~ Aythough Jamir is a regional
ated an extremely piquant situ- {eader and a member of the
atllgxilfortt)he gov_etmmertxt. . Congress, he can also be
as been witness to major :
battles between the two mili- regarded as a representative of
tary factions of the NSCN in !
different parts of the state but
has not acted much beyond
sounding warnings to either.
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abrogate it unilaterally. Such a
step would also have extensive-
ly damaged the informal
process which is as important
if not more than the official dis-
cussions. This process is seek-
ing to build a con-
{ sensus for peace
from within, a job
that is far more diffi-
cult than a settle-
i ment imposed by
leaders.
_ What has increas-
ingly become clear is
that there cannot be
much progress in the
political dialogue if
all groups are not
’ 11}volved, either in
i dlre_:ct talks together
or, initially, indepen-
dent of each other,
leading to a final
round of talks with
é all parties present.
* | The NSCN (I-M)
———'should no longer
stick to its demand that the
Goveqnment of India should
negotjate exclusively with it.
Exclugivity does not work

- DISUNITY

The politics of inclusion, which
leads to a broader sense of all
involved, is a far more potent
weapon of negotiation.

Surely, it cannot be the view
of the Government of India
that only the I-M group has the
right to represent Naga con-
cerns. It is not a simple matter
that Muivah is a Tangkhul
Naga from Ukhrul in Manipur
state and that the Tangkhuls
dominate his group’s military
and. political leadership; there
are few Tangkhuls in Nagaland
and the Naga movement over
the decades has been acutely
dwu;led along lines of tribal
ethnic grouping. It is no differ-
ent today.

Thus, the Konyaks, the
largest Naga group in the
whole region, are behind
Khaplang. The Angamis and
smaller groups like the

‘Chakesangs dwe allegiance to
the old Federal Government of
Nagaland of the late AZ Phizo.

Disunity will ensure the lack
of success of the Naga move-
ment. It is a situation that does
not displease the Government
of India. ,

IF is time for the Naga leader-
ship and those in the informal
process to share their views
and ideas with the people of
India, wjth communicators and
acade;mcs, editors and others
wl_lo influence policy. As I
pon}tgd out to a former “minis-
Eer’ in ‘Muivah’s “Cabinet”:
One of the tragedies of the

aga movement is that 50
years after you began fighting
most people in India do not
even know what you're fight-
ing, for and care even less.”

The Nagas need to reach out
beypnd the Government of
India, with whom they have
talked for 50 years. We need to
listen to each other. There are
many in India who wish the
Naga people well and want

them to live in peace, dignity
and prosperity.




STATESMAN NEWS S {IICE

AGARTALA, Jan. 8. — The Tripura Upajati
Juba Samiti has urged the Prime Minister to
give more powers to the Tripura Tribal Areas
Autonomous District Council by amending the
Sixth Schedule of the Constitution.

A four-member TUJS delegation, led by Mr
Shyamacharan Tripura, chairman of the party
advisory council, submitted a memorandum to

. Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee in New Delhi last
'\week. The memorandum contained the TUJS’

five-point charter of demands, including floating
of an autonomous tribal state within Tripura
under Article 244 (A) of the Constitution.

Mr Tripura told The Statesman here recently:
“We have tried te explain to Mr Vajpayee the
indispensability of amending the Sixth Schedule
under which the TTAADC is functioning.”

The TTAADC was set up in 1982 to enable hill
people to participate in the process of local gov-
ernance. Now three-tier panchayats are enjoying
more powers than the TTAADC, he said.

The Tripura government has recently decided
to delegate more administrative, financial and
supervisory powers to panchayat bodies. As a
result, panchayat bodies will monitor the overall
performance of a number of state departments
including agriculture, primary education, minor
irrigation, cooperation, rural development, vil-

U]JS seeks more powers
z»f\fl\for tribal council °

68

lage health care and rural water andm

ply. “The TTAADC now enjoys the most mini-
mum autonomy — only in matters of running
primary schools,” Mr Tripura said.

Panchayats are operating only in state’s plain
areas. The Sixth Schedule provides for election
to hill village councils that will function in the
autonomous region. But elections have not been
held since the formation of the TTAADC in 1982.
The ruling Left Front has set up nominated vil-
lage units to function as gaon panchayats in hil]\
areas. ‘
Insurgency: The TUJS delegation urged the
Prime Minister to convene a meeting of Tripura
tribal leaders of various political parties and hill
regional units to arrive at a consensus on the
issue of fighting insurgency.

“We tried to persuade Mr Vajpayee that if
floating of an autonomous tribal state within
Tripura is not possible at this stage, the Centre
may at least consider the proposal to elevate the
status of the present Tribal Areas Autonomous
District Council so that it can enjoy more auton-
omy under the Constitution,” Mr Tripura said.
CMs’ meeting: The Prime Minister has con-
vened a meeting of chief ministers of the North-
east in Shillong on 21 January to discuss the
insurgency problem. The meeting may also
assess progress of peace talks with Naga under-
grounds.
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/' TRIPURAS AGONY >

Q
~(\\c &\ Redress tribal grievancesq, @ K

\HE Left ont Government in Tripura had no option but‘\t‘o/

invoke the National Security Act to combat mounting mili-
tancy which has caused a breakdown of law and order. In the
last few months not a day has passed without killings, kidnap-
pings and other lawless acts being perpetrated by tribal mili-
tants who have been holding the state to ransom. The Tripura
Government’s writ does not run in many parts of the state
where outlawed tribal outfits rule the roost. Even more omi-
nously these outfits are trying to create a religious and cultur-
al divide between Bengalis and tribals by “banning” tribals
from worshipping Hindu deities and participating in Hindu
festivals. Equally disturbing is the Bengali backlash that trib-
al violence has unleashed. An extremist Bengali outfit has
begun to attack tribals making the situation explosive.

The tragic happenings in Tripura are the result of long
years of neglect and misgovernance. The state hasn’t known
good governance although both Congress and the Left parties
have had long innings in power. Political leaders have not
been able to make the administration purposeful and account-
able. They have promoted pliant officers who by their ineffec-
tive functioning have undermined the credibility of successive
Governments. The leadership’s lack of political will has let the
tribal autonomous district council degenerate into a hotbed of
corruption. Even after two decades of existence the council
does not have proper infrastructure. An institution that is
supposed to fulfil tribal aspirations is now a symbol of deca-
dence. Nothing explains the near collapse of the administra-
tion better than the rapid spread of militancy and the ease
with which militants strike and get away. Policing is poor. The
ruling CPI-M has to share much of the blame. The lure of
votes had once encouraged its leaders to fan hatred among
tribals against Bengalis. They formed the Gano Mukti
Parishad to rouse the tribals’ political consciousness. But little
was done to improve socio-economic and educational stan-
dards. As a result many Government jobs for tribals are lying
vacant. CPI-M rulers must realise that militancy cannot be
fought by invoking the NSA. For insurgency to end, tribal
grievances must be redressed. Then a beginning will be made.

// /7
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" THREAT TO PEACE

: gfrg Militancy returns to Mizoram

HE decision of the Mizoram People’s Conference to pnap
, ties with the ruling Mizo National Front is not a surprise
; as it has the reputation of being inconsistent. Known eaflier
" as the Mizoram Janata Dal, it forged an alliance with! the
Congress before the 1993 assembly elections which lasted only
six months. The former Congress chief minister, Lal-
thanhawla, managed to complete the term by splitting the
MJD and MNF. It is symptomatic of the disease, particularly
in Nagaland, Manipur, Meghalaya and Mizoram, that whenev-
er a regional party comes to power it is sought to pull it down.
Zoramthanga was under no pressure and everything seemed
te.be going smoothly when last month he sacked five MPC
ministers accusing them of striking a deal with the Congress
to contest, the village council polls. The promotion of two min- |
isters of state to Cabinet rank and induction of five new faces |
in the first reshuffle in 13 months is expected to keep the flock |
together. The chief minister enjoys the support of 22 legisla-
tors in the 40-member House. But this is not to suggest that
his opponents will keep quiet till the next elegtions in 2003. |
Peace has returned to Mizoram after the signining of 1986 |
Mizo Accord. Government are busy implementing development {
projects. But peace will receive a serious jolt if the activities of
Bru (Reang) National Liberation Front, a new Hmar outfit
and a Manipuri insurgent group are not checked.
Zoramthanga’s refusal to repatriate 40,000 Reang refugees liv-
ing in Tripura camps since October 1997, on the ground that
they are not permanent settlers has complicated the issue. No (
!
|

official explanation has been given as to what forced them to

leave the state. The fact that Reangs constitute the second !
largest ethnic group in Tripura should serve to emphasise that |
if the refugees are not taken back the Mizoram-Tripura border |
will remain tense, a prospect neither side will relish. ﬁ
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Bodos warn Ulfa
on recrultment "

By OUR CORRESPONDENT g(&\ \
meht, the banned Bodo

Guwahati, Jan. 16: In a significant develop
Liberation Tiger outfit has warned the United Liberation Front of
Asom to refrain from recruiting the Bodo youths in their organisation.

In a press statement faxed to local newspaper offices here on Sun-
day, the Bodo outfit that has declared a unilateral cease-fire against
the security forces, said that the Ulfa should not try to lure and recruit
the Bodo youths in their organisation.

The Bodo militant outfit has also cited the instances from Upper
Assam’s Sibsagar district where the Ulfa militants have threatened the
Bodo youths of serious consequences for not joining their organisa-
tion.

The statement signed by the Bodo Liberation Tiger’s organising sec-
retary Zarimin Narzary said: “Two Bodo youths Harish Basumatary
and Naren Daimary of Dulakakhoria village in Sibsagar district had
refused to join the United Liberation Front of Asom and therefore they
have been threatened of serious consequences.”

Several such incidents of forcing innocent Bodo youths to join the
United Liberation Front of Asom have come to light. Mr Narzary
claimed.
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prospective contestants. Already, the ﬁr;e-
brand People’s Liberation Army has fired its
first salvo by ambushing an Assam Rifles
convoy last week, when army chief Genet%al
V.P. Malik was in Imphal to assess the secuyi-
ty scenario. J
[
t is now a matter of concern that besides
I frontline militant groups like the PIJA
and the United National Liberatipn
Front, ouffits like the KYKL (Oken faction)
are spreading their tentacles. A few days ado,
nine KYKL insurgents, including its chief
Namoijam Oken and four women membexr's
were nabbed from Shillong’s crowdéd
Nongthymmai locality. Human rights w\c::§<—
ers raised a hue and cry over the KYKL
“army chief’s” young son being taken info
custody along with his father. Yet these right-
eous voices fade into silence when innocent
civilians are “punished” with “death sen-
tences” by the guerrillas. !
Another sinister design has been the sys-
tained attempt by militant outfits in these
states to form an umbrella group to wreak
havoc in the region. January should have
been a happy time for the Northeast becauge
several of the states acquired statehood dur-
ing this month. But with Republic Day in the
offing, subversive activities are rampant.
]
f blowing up pipelines or destroying lives
I by planting explosives on railway tracks
can induce a sense of achievement and
glory, it is time the militants and their syi-
pathizers did some soul-searching. And tin‘e,
too, for the government to stop soft-pedalling
the crisis and tackle the malaise head-on. !
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KOHIMYA, Jan. 19. — A
Nagaland minister has
declared the issue of “greater
Nagaland or integration (of
boundaries of Naga areas of
Manipur and Nagaland)” as
“closed.”

The Nagaland Congress —
meeting after the failed
assassination bid on the chief
minister, Mr SC Jamir — has
already passed a resolution
to this effect, state power
minister, Mr K Therie, said.

The Prime Minister and his
home minister too had
promised Manipur that its
territorial integrity would be
protected, Mr Therie said.
“Now what more doubts can
we have?”

Mr Therie alleged the
Opposition — NDM, NPC,
BJP or NCP — in the state
had no clear idea of a solu-
tion to the boundary prob-
lem.

“So I think, may be they are
too scared to speak their

T e——————_———

a homelan/d t

lQS ﬂ J

minds although they know,
or may be they do not know
in the first place”.

All those who spoke of
“greater Nagaland and sover-
eignty” — NGOs and leaders
of political parties — were
“still in the dream land,” the
minister said. “I should say
their approach is not realis-
tic”.

Mr Therie welcomed the
Nagas from Manipur who
had settled permanently in
his state, but made it clear
those Nagas could not, “as
long as they are here as
Nagas of Nagaland,” speak
for the Nagas of Manipur.

Since the Nagas of
Nagaland and Manipur can-
not merge their boundaries,
“it is better we decide and
agree to live separately and
harmoniously as brothers
and sisters.”

The minister could see no
reason for discord: “Why
should somebody try to

exploit or invade somebody :
else. That is not necessal/' |
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__LARGER GAME PMN TO DESTABILISE INDIA

Pak. backs

insurgents\/,

“in northeast; P. M.

SHILLONG, JAN.21. The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, today charged Pakistan with backing in-
surgents and separatists in the North-Eastern States
as “‘part of its larger game plan”’ to destabilise India
and said this had impeded the region’s economic
development.

“It is now well established that Pakistan is backing
some of these groups as part of its larger gameplan
to iry and destabilise India,” Mr. Vajpayee said. He
was inaugurating a two-day Conference of Gover-
nors and Chief Ministers of seven North Eastern
States here. The conference was also attended
among others by the Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani, the Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes
and the Planning Commission Deputy Chairman,
Mr. K. C. Pant. “One of many factors that have im-
peded economic development in some North-East-
ern States is violence unleashed by insurgents and
externally-aided separatists and criminals,” he said.

Mr. Vajpayee said the Centre had been assisting
insurgency-affected States with paramilitary forces
and by reimbursing security-related expenditure.

“But this cannot compensate for the terrible price
extracted by insurgents and extortionists at the ex-
pense of the region’s development or the fear psy-
chosis created by them among the people,” the
~ Prime Minister said.

Stating that there was a growing perception that
" widespread unemployment and lack of job prospec-
ts were the main factors behind insurgency and
criminal activities that have retarded the economic
progress of this region, he said ‘ ‘together, we need to
pursue development pglities and programmes that
generate emplo 1 opportunities, though not
necessarily in Government sectors.”

he need for effective

\X Mr. V;};Z;&e also stre
governance for economic development “In order to

be effective, the State Governments represented
here have to ensure time-bound implementation of
projects and transparency in their functioning. This
is necessary for people to repose trust in their elect-
ed representatives,” he added.

He, however, admitted that many States of the
region became a part of the planning process much
later. ‘“Bearing this in mind, the outlay for the States
under the Ninth Plan had been increased to Rs.
25,283.52 crores which is nearly Rs. 10,000 crores
more than the previous plan outlay.”

The Prime Minister expressed displeasure over the
performance of North Eastern Council(NEC) saying
it had not lived up to the expectations. He said the
Government was determined to ensure that the

!

council was not only revitalised but also met twice a '

year which would expedite the developmental proc-
ess in the region.The Assam Chief Minister, Mr. Pra-
fulla Kumar Mahanta, today urged Mr. Vajpayee to
provide a minimum term loan of Rs. 1000 crores to
the State to help overcome its precarious financial
condition. Addressing the conference, Mr. Mahanta,
highlighted the acute financial imbalances arising
out of Assam’s narrow resource base and heavy ex-
penditure to contain terrorism and insurgency over
the past few years and demanded that the Centre
grant the State debt-relief.

Sikkim'’s Chief Minister, Mr. Pawan Kumar Cham-
ling, today asked the Centre to complete the process
for restructuring the North Eastern Council (NEC)
urgently for an expeditious infrastructure develop-
ment of the State. — PTI, UNI
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Violence retards N-E-
development VP

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA A. 2

SHILLONG, Jan. 21. — The
Prime Minister today attrib-
uted tardy progress in North-
east to violence by militants
and foreign-backed separatists.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee said
Pakistan was backing some
insurgent groups as part of its
larger gameplan to destabilise
India. Despite all these haz-
ards, the Centre is seriously
engaged in working out plans
for the region’s development,
he said.

Addressing a conference of
Governors and chief ministers
of north-eastern states and
Sikkim on regional develop-
ment and security issues, Mr
Atal Behari Vjpayee said mis-
management of funds, non-
involvement of people in devel-
opment process and violence

unleashed y in l}rgents have !
slowed down progress of north- |
eastern states. He emphasised
effective governahce for devel-
opment. The state govern-
ments have to ehsure time-
bound implementation of pro-
jects and transparency in their
functioning, he said.

In the inaugural session
attended by the Union Home
Minister, Mr LK Advani, and
the Deputy Chairman of the
Planning Commission, Mr KC
Pant, the Prime Minister
admitted that many north-
eastern states became part of
the planning process much
later. For that reason, the out-
lay for the states under the
Ninth Plan had been increased
to Rs 25,283.52 crore which
was nearly Rs 10,000 crore
more than the previous Pl
outlay, he said. /ﬂ
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~ PM announces Rs.10,271-cr.
"“package for North-East

W

By Our Sp"e ial Correspondent

. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal \Behari Vajpayee,
announced herg today a Rs.
10,271-crore “‘Aganda for the Eco-
nomic Development” for the
North-East and Sikkim, implying
that two earlier packages — of Rs.
6,100 crores and Rs. 7,000 crores
— announced by two former
Prime Ministers, Mr. H. D. Deve
Gowda and Mr. 1. K. Gujral, have
been given the go-by.

Later, answering que
press conference at the Raj Bha-
van here, Mr. Vajpayee explained
that some of the projects included
in the new package would be fi-
nanced out of the plan allocation,
while funds for some others
would be made available from
outside the Tenth Plan.

However, a close scrutiny of the
new package reveals that some of
the schemes — like fencing and
construction of roads on the In-
do- Bangladesh border — are on-
going projects while some others,
like Rs. 500 crores from the non-
lapsable pool of the Centre for the
North-East are actually transfers
from one head to another.

Mr. Vajpayee also said that
some projects in the new scheme
were time-bound while others
were not but efforts would be
made to complete them “in the
shortest possible time”.

He said the North-East Council
(NEC) would be the nodal agency
for implementing the schemes. A
Bill will be introduced in the next
session of Parliament to vest
more powers to the NEC,

However, monitoring the pro-
gress of work on different projects
will be done by the Prime Minis-
ter's Office (PMO) as the Prime
Minister himself will oversee de-
velopment and anti-insurgency
exercises in the North-East.

The Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani, who was also present at
the press meet, declined to name
any militant outfit as being used

SHILLONG, JAN.

A v Yy
ons at a

The Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, with the Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister, Mr. Mukut Mithi, and the
Meghalaya Chief Minister, Mr. B. B. Lyngdoh {centre), at the
meeting of North-East Chief Ministers and Governors
in Shillong on Friday. — PTI

by the ISI of Pakistan. “We L.ave
information that several under-
ground outfits are getting funds
and arms from Pakistan and have
even gone to Pakistan, but I will
not name them,” he said.

The Prime Minister's public
meeting at the Polo Grounds here
this afternoon was rather a poor
show by the ruling combine of
UDP and BJP, as only about five
thousand people turned up to
hear Mr. Vajpayee.

PTI reports:

On security-related expendi-
ture (SRE), the Prime Minister as-
sured that the Centre would
further expand the list of items of
expenditure incurred by the po-
lice eligible for reimbursement. It
would include 50 per cent cost of
petrol, oil and lubricants, he said
and added village guards, village
defence committees and house-
guards would be extended to
Meghalaya and Arunachal Pra-
desh.

He said the scheme to modern-
ise the police force would be ex-
tended to Sikkim and the total
additional reimbursement would

>
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be Rs. 40 crores per year.

Mr. Vajpayee said the Govern-
ment would also sanction three
Indian Reserve Battalions (IRBs),
one each for Tripura, Mizoram
and Manipur. With an estimated
annual expense of Rs. 15 crores
for three years, setting up of these
battalions would cost Rs. 45
crores, he said.

The Prime Minister ruled out
any negotiations on the question
of sovereignty but said the Gov-
ernment would enter into a
“meaningful dialogue” with the
National Socialist Council of Na-
galand (NSCN). “There is no
question of any negotiation on
the question of sovereignty.”

Mr. Vajpayee said it has been
decided to fence the remaining
portion of the Indo-Bangladesh
border and construct border
roads with a total outlay of Rs.
1,335 crores. The work is to com-
mence in April.

A Central University
set up in Mizoram a
this regard has be
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" Signing the @T v

./\\"\I\Im lications for India’s Security

By PRAKASH SHAH and ARUNDHATI GHOSE

fr AN

HEN India vated against the

CTBT resolut{on at the UN
in 1996, it did so ok three main
grounds; it did not havg any linkage
to the elimination ‘of nuclear
weapons within a timebound
framework, the treaty text permit-
ted means of testing other than ex-
plosive testing and, therefore, was
not “comprehensive” and most im-
portant, the treaty did not meet
India’s security interests, then or
in the long run.

During the negotiation of the
treaty text in Geneva, India had
clearly stated that unless the treaty
was amended to meet its security
requirements, it would accept no
restraint on the exercise of its nu-
clear option. The Pokhran tests of
May 1998 was a logical outcome of
the CTBT negotiations, once it be-
came clear that no such amend-
ments were even contemplated by
the nuclear weapon states.

Developments in India post-
Pokhran II, however, do not appear
equally logical. After the tests were
conducted, the government an-
nounced that it was willing to con-
sider “being an adherent to some of
the undertakings” in the CTBT.

Act of Bad Faith

The public is being told that In-
dia could ‘disaggregate’ her ap-
proach and sign the CTBT without
ratifying it for the present. If the in-
tention indeed is to sign but not rat-
ify, it is an act of bad faith. The rati-
fication of an international treaty
does not require a re-examination
by the cabinet, much less by Parlia-
ment. More important, once we
sign an international treaty like the
CTBT, we are obligated, under Art
XVIII of the Vienna Convention
on Treaties, not to violate the objec-
tives or purposes of the treaty.

The question arises as to how the
five nuclear tests of May 1998, of
which only one was a “weapon”
test, protect our national security.
The nation is being told that the
tests at Pokhran have given our sci-
entists sufficient data to build a
credible nuclear deterrent. Are
these scientists, or the government,
willing to assure publicly that one
“weapon test” is sufficient to guar-
antee India’s security forever.

This is particularly important in
view of the statement of US Secre-
tary of State Madeleine Albright,
that “we have conducted more
than 1,000 nuclear tests. We do not
need more tests to protect our se-
curity. Would-be proliferators and
modernisers, however, must test if
they are to develop the kind of ad-
vanced, compact nuclear weapons

that are most threatening”.

When we contrast this categori-
cal statement with contrary assur-
ances from Indian scientists, the
question legitimately arises: where
does the truth lie? What faith can
our defence forces have in the
claim that our scientists have per-
fected the ability to conduct non-
explosive tests? It is argued that,
once we sign the CTBT, India will
be accepted as an equal member of
the mainstream international
power structure.

The reality, sadly, is that top US
administration officials have re-
peatedly rejected this idea. Mr
Strobe Talbott, our foreign minis-
ter’s chief interlocutor on the
American side, outlined the princi-
ples of US policy towards India
when he said: *We remain commit-
ted to ... the long range goal of uni-
versal adherence to the NPT. We do
not, and will not, concede, even by
implication, that India and
Pakistan have established
themselves as nuclear weapon
states under the NPT. This is a
crucial and immutable guideline
for our foreign policy.”

A few weeks ago, US disarma-
ment czar John Hollum, head of the
US Arms Control and Disarma-
ment Agency, confirmed the policy
that “from our perspective, India’s
security requirements are best
served without a nuclear capabili-
ty.” The Clinton administration, he
added, did not “acquiesce in or ac-
cept” India’s nuclear capability. In
this context, the government needs
to examine the memoranda and
agreements concluded among the
five nuclear weapon powers, during
the CTBT negotiations, which are
not known to the Indian public.

India Vindicated

The reality is that India is not,
and will not be, in the “main-
stream’ because the NPT-based
nuclear order of the five nuclear
weapon states and their western al-
lies treat India as their principal
target. Notwithstanding the appar-
ent recent softening of US public
posture, but not the policy, by Tal-
bott, we should not forget that once

- India signs the CTBT, the Ameri-

can pressure will shift to ratifica-
tion, to a moratorium on produc-
tion of fissile material and eventu-
ally to the signing of the NPT as a
non-nuclear state. The nuclear
goalpost for India will remain a
moving one, with every compro-
mise that India makes.

An issue that has been skirted in
this debate so far is that of verifica-
tion. A major obligation of adher-
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ence to the CTBT is to submit to
the intrusive verification regime of
the treaty. The CTBT verification
regime provides for untrammelled
use of low flying aircraft for “on-
site inspections”. The raw data col-
lected by this form of intelligence-
gathering would not be submitted
to the CTBT organisation. It would
receive only limited analysed and
interpreted information.

Some of our economists and
business leaders believe that sanc-
tions will be lifted once we sign the
CTBT. In any case, economic
sanctions on India were not
imposed after we rejected the
CTBT, they were imposed after
Pokhran II. If Japan has made its
economic aid conditional on the
signing of the CTBT, the answer is
to make it clear to the world that
India does not submit to eco-
political blackmail.

We believe that India’s caution
on the CTBT since its rejection in
1996 has been a wise policy. It
was vindicated earlier this year
by the US senate’s rejection of the
treaty on the grounds that it does
not serve American national
security interests.

Narrow Prism

India needs to continue its cau-
tion on the CTBT and at the least
await fulfilment of the assurance
that the prime minister gave in the
Lok Sabha on December 15, 1998.
He, in effect, assured the nation
that India will consider signing the
CTBT (i) on successful conclusion
of our dialogue with key interlocu-
tors and (ii) only if other countries
essential to the treaty’s existence
will adhere to the treaty with
out conditions.

On the first point, unless the US
administration moves away from
its declared policy on non-prolifer-
ation, our dialogue with the US,
and others, is unlikely to be
successful. On the second point, it is
naive to expect that the US will
ratify the CTBT, if at all, without
conditions, after it has been
rejected by the Senate.

India’s security requirements
should not be seen through the nar-
row prism of this government’s.
elected tenure or subordinated to
make Washington happy. The
political leadership has an obliga-
tion to view our security, which is
now inex-
tricably nu-
clear-relat-
ed, in a
wider and
longer term
context.
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Pitfalls » 11; North-Eas

THERE WERE s ve}al occasions in the recent hxstoryv?th
North-East when the political and economic clouds hoverin
over the region seemed to lift and the people began to believe
that their long-standing problems would soon be over. The
Centre’s decision to hold talks with the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (NSCN-IM) and a succession of Prime
Ministerial visits to the region were among such occasions.
However, these hopes did not last long. Given the fate of the
earlier two offers to the tune of Rs 6,000 crore and Rs 7,000

[ crore made by former Prime Ministers H. D. Deve Gowda and

I. K. Gujral respectively, the Rs 10,000 crore package
announced by Prime Minister Vajpayee has elicited a some-
what cynical response from regional leaders. If economic pack-
ages alone could solve its myriad problems, the North-East
would have been free from insurgent violence by now.
Unfortunately, most of the funds allocated by the Centre went
to line the pockets of unscrupulous politicians, bureaucrats
and middlemen. And since the Centre has tended to rule the
North-East through regional satraps, it has never really both-
ered about how the money is spent. Such adhocism created a

+ sense of neglect and alienation among the people. So the bulk

of the money will be made available to the region through plan
allocations and the previous packages now stand scrapped.

The malaise afflicting the North-East is hardly unfamiliar
and largely the result of unimaginative politics and faulty
development models. The economic order in the region, dom-
inated by the tea, oil and timber industries, is still primitive,
despite the hype created by the Central allocations. The infra-
structure for development is also poor as nobody wants to
invest in a region of turbulence. Since education has far out-
stripped job opportunities, the essentially economic problem
has become a political one. The Centre’s lack of clarity on ini-
tiating a dialogue with a plethora of militant groups has further
created doubts in the minds of the people. So any economic
package would be meaningful only when efforts are made to
ensure that the money is spent judiciously. The key to peace is
economic development and the widening of economic oppor-
tunities. Unless the new package is geared to these ends, it
could go the way of the earlier ones.
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A
//North-eastern Coungil gets due recogpition

e 3
THE PM rightly emphas@e& that the Rs 10,27 1-cr(‘ﬁ'@ hck-
age he announced was an “agenda for socio-economic dgvel-
opment in the North-east”. Unlike Deve Gowda’s Rs 6,100-
crore package in October 1996, when the seven states receiVed
no funds, the bulk adjusted to complete on-going projects, the
new “agenda” raises hopes. Interest has been revived in the
28-year-old North-eastern Council to make it an implementing
agency. The council has created the required infrastructure in
the face of insurgency plaguing Manipur and Nagaland. Once
it is given more powers it should be able to play a more effec-
tive role in its the integrated development of the region. One
of the notable features of the new “agenda” includes an annual
provision of Rs 500 crore from the Rural Infrastructure
Development Fund, a sensible decision given only a fraction of
massive central assistance has percolated to the rural people.
Faster economic growth is possible if Bangladesh allows
transit facilities to the region. It will be in India’s interest to

Karimganj in Assam as was the case before Partition. A begin-
ning has been made with a direct Calcutta-Dhaka bus service
and Ajit Panja on his return from that country last week said
it might be extended up to Agartala. Legitimisation of border
trade with China, Myanmar and Bangladesh should discour-
age smuggling. This apart, rural economies will get a boost if
cross-border trade is also allowed. That landlocked Manipur,
Mizoram and Tripura will play an important role in the pro-
posed Indo-Asean trade underlines the need to complete the
conversion of the 180-km Lumding-Badarpur hill metre-gauge
railway section in the Barak Valley. Another problem over-
- looked is the tension along inter-state borders. This has to be
defused if the region is to be treated as a single economic zone.
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MAKING AMENDS

open the riverine route through Bangladesh to Dhubri and




