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SRINAGAR, Dec. 1. — For the
first time since the Ramzan
ceasefire call, militants today set
off a series of bomb blasts and
grenade attacks in Jammu and
Kashmir, leaving 12 injured.
Two car bombs and and two
grenades were set off between
11.30 a.m. and 2.45 p.m. at two
places in Srinagar and one at
Baramulla, an official spokes-
man said. At least 12 civilians
were injured when a grenade,
aimed at passing Army vehicles,
missed the target and exploded
at Pattan Main Market in Bara-
mulla, Three of the injured were
in a critical condition.
The two car bombs were deto-
nated near the J&K High Court
.fomplex in Srinagar’s crowded
Jehangir Chowk area. Using
tactics similar to the 10 August
blast in which a journalist was
killed, militants used the first
car blast as decoy to attract a
crowd, but failed. As security-
men were keeping onlookers off
the blast site, another car pack-
ed with explosives blew up in
15 minutes.
Militants also exploded a gre

PAK TRACK 11 DIPLOMAT UPBEAT ON SUMMIT

Gen Pervez Musharraf may have their first one-on-one .

meeting in New Delhi after Ramzan if the ceasefire offer holds ‘

| good and Pakistan responds to it positively, says Mr Mansoor |
Ijaz, a Pakistani-American businessman and key mediator on |
Kashmir. India, however, is not impressed by the Track II |
diplomat’s statement and maintains that such a summit 1s
[ possible only if Pakistan stops encouraging violence.

i DUBAI/NEW DELHI, Dec. 1. — Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and ‘
7
{

Hurriyat leader Mr Abdul Ghani Lone has called for greater ‘

diplomatic efforts to counter India’s “war of wits” following its
surpnse ceasefire call. — SNS & Agencies

nade in central Srinagar. No
one was hurt,

Meanwhile, cracks have shown
up within the government over
the ceasefire as ‘ground level
officials’ have reportedly raised
objections while senior home
and defence officials have welco-
med it, say North Block sources.

“The feelings of the armed for-
ces have been conveyed to the
two ministries. It is up to them
to react,” said a senior Intel-
ligence official.

A defence official said: “The

ger picture welcome a political

initiative as they are fully
aware that there is no military
solution to insurgency. That
appreciation of the situation
does not always trickle down.”

Sources said the forces appre-
hended militant outfits would
use the lull in the offensive to
regroup, identify potential secu-
rity weaknesses and plan assa-
ults on high-profile targets.

Besides, soldiers who have toil-
ed to restore a level of control
find it difficult to accept the ord-
er to lay off midway. Pointing to
these problems, a top Army offi-
cer, however, emphasised, that
the forces were not opposing the
ceasefire in principle.

\
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A gh-powered mee was
reportedly convened by the two
ministries on Wednesday night
to take stock of the
fire situation and analyse Intel-
ligence reports. “The IB report
has blamed the government for
demoralising the armed forces,
especially in the valley,” said an
official.

Despite the ceasefire, security-
men last night raided a militant
hideout in Rajouri and seized
some ammunition and explo- .
sives. Incidentally, Mr LK Ad-
vani, while speaking at a BSF
parade today, said “though the
security forces had been
instructed not to initiate firing,
they are duty-bound to prevent
killings and infiltration by
militants”. He also urged Pakis-
tan to seize India’s new peace
initiative.

Chinese pat: After an initial
hesitation, China today welco-
med the ceasefire offer, hoping
that it would lead to better
Indo-Pakistan relations. “We
welcome all efforts conducive to
the improvement of relations
between India and Pakis
the Chinese foreign
spokesperson said.
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Hespectlng ﬁwe Verdict For Pea

OST security analysts
commenting on the
Prime Minister’s unila-

. teral declaration of ceasefire in
Jammu and Kashmir during
the holy month of Ramzan have
completely missed the primary
motivation for the initiative —
it reflects the overwhelming
desire of the Kashmiri people
for peace. The Kashmiri people
had spontaneously welcomed
the government’s quick accep-
tance of the Hizbul Mujahid-
deen's ceasefire offer in August.
For the first time since 1989-
90, a government move had
generated an electrifying wave
of excitement and a glimmer of
hope for the future. Disappoint-
ment had soon followed at the
abrupt abrogation of the cease-
fire at Pakistan’s behest.
The present initiative will

' again dispel the pall of

! gloom that has weighed
heavily on the people’s

| psyche for over a decade.

i Time was when the Dal
lake was constantly dotted

- with gaily decorated
shikaras full of cheerful

. honeymooners and tour-

ists, Indian and foreign.

. Houseboats were booked

in advance and all the

hotels and guesthouses
 had in-season occupancy
rates of over one hundred
per cent in Srinagar as

By GURMEET KANWAL

agitated about, the Kashmiris
studiously aveided a confronta-
tionist approach for over 40
years. Then the Kalashnikov
culture and Islamist funda-
mentalism came in from the
west through Pakistan-Occu-
pied Kashmir (POK) and the
militants’ guns shattered the
peace and tranquillity of the
fair Vale of Kashmir. The
Talibanisation of Kashmir
gradually eroded the Sufi
culture in which the Kashmiris

took so much pride. The
people’s lives were being
increasingly governed by

fatwas and diktats issued by
militant organisations. After
10 years of mayhem,

the

solution to their| problems.
Even Amanullah an has
reportedly said that the Kas-
hmiris had chosen the wrong
vakil (advocate) to espouse
their cause.

Disgusted at Pakistan’s
shenanigans on Kashmir and
its clumsy attempts to derail
the peace process through
massacres perpetrated by
foreign mercenaries, in the
post-Kargil period, the
Kashmiri people have been
increasingly coming forward
with “actionable” intelligence
about the movements, hideouts
and arms caches of Pakistan-
sponsored militants. The
results of army operations
against the militants have been
outstanding during the post-
Kargil period. There has
also been a marked
) increase in the number of
weapons captured from
the militants. The credit
for this achievement goes
as much to the Kashmiri
people as to the Army.

By clearly endorsing the
Prime Minister’s cease-
fire offer, the average
Kashmiri has given his
verdict for peace. Whether
in peace marches in the
Valley or at a symposium
in Gurgaon, the Kashsmiri
people and their leaders,
including most of those in

- well as in Gulmarg, Pahal-
gam and Sonmarg. In fact, the
entire 300-km stretch of the
Jammu-Srinagar ~ National
Highway 1A resembled one
' long picnic spot during the
' summer months. Young Kash-
miri couples mingled freely
© with tourists at the exquisitely
' laid Shalimar and Nishat Mu-
ghal gardens and the beautiful
Chashm-e-Shahi retreat. The
. golf course nestling between
the Dal lake and the pine-
covered majestic mountains
overlooking it was always so
full that one had to wait
patiently for hours to tee off.
The walkways along the lake
were crowded with ponies
carrying children.

TURNING POINTS
The Kashmiri people revelled

in this annual influx because
" shattered. The

the tourists were their primary

source of livelihaod. The hardy

men rowed the shikaras, walk-

:d alongside their ponies, plied

heir taxis and minibuses and

acted as guides. The pretty

Kashmiri women sold flowers

and vegetables from boats on

the Dal lake or stayed at home
to embroider namdas and
weave fine pashmina shawls.

There was a thriving trade in

Kashmiri silk carpets and intri-
. cately carved walnut furniture.
" Lal Chowk was crammed with

shoppers and hawkers. It was

not the barricaded fortress that

it has been for over ten years.
. Apple and saffron blossoms
lent their own enchantment to
the verdant picturesque Valley
— “heaven on earth” in the
words of the poet Firdaus.
| Kashmiri cuisine was extreme-
i ly popular and visitors looked
. forward to the wazwan, a
- traditional feast.

The faithful regularly ans-
wered the muezzin's calls for
prayers and both Hindus and
Muslims joined hands to
. celebrate Id and Diwali and

other Indian festivals. The Sufi

culture of Kashmir was toler-
ant and completely secular.
Kashmiriyat was characterised
by a remarkable gentility and
respectful accommodation of
. different shades of opinion.
. Though there were many poli-
. tical hiccups and much to be

. The author is a Senior Fellow
| at the Institute for Defence
| Studies and Analyses, New
Delhi.

Kashmiris now want to piece
together their broken lives
again and Prime Minister
Vajpayee has given them just
that opportunity.

Pakistan’s ignominious defeat
at the hands of the Indian army
in the Kargil conflict was a
dencuement in more senses
than one — a turning point in
its “proxy war” with India.
Realisation dawned on the
people of J&K that they had
been backing the wrong horse
under false assumptions. If
Pakistan’s regular soldiers
could be dislodged so quickly
from easily defensible positions
on high-altitude mountain
tops, what chance did the Pak-
istan army have of annexing
Kashmir militarily? The care-
fully fostered myth of Muja-
hideen invulnerability was also
hmiris were
forced to ask themselves how a
failing state under a military
dictatorship that brutalises its
own people could help them
realise their hopes and
aspirations. The recent poll
that found almost 70 per cent
Pakistanis wishing to leave
their country because they see
no future in it for themselves,
served to reinforce the emer-
ging belief of the Kashmiris
that casting their lot with
Pakistan and looking to it for
help was a blunder.

WRONG ADVOCATE

The Kashmiri people had
been appalled at the brutal
massacres engineered at the
IST’s behest at Chattisinghpura
during President Clinton’s visit
to portray Kashmir as a nu-
clear flashpoint. The senseless
killings of the Amarnath Yatra
pilgrims at Pahalgam by
Lashkar-e-Toiba mercenaries
to scuttle India’s acceptance of
the Hizbul Mujahideen cease-
fire offer further alienated
them. They also did not fail to
notice how Syed Salahuddin
had been pressurised to renege
on his cease-fire offer on the
pretext of Pakistan not being
accepted as a party to the
negotiations. The message in
Pakistan’s stalling tactics was
loud and clear — they were
motivated only by their own
vested interests that clashed
with the Kashmiris’ desire for
peace. The people realised that
they had been naive in banking
on Pakistan to find a final

the All Party Hurriyat
Conference, have expressed
themselves in favour of peace
and have implored militant
organisations not to fritter
away the opportunity provided
by the Ramzan respite. By
timing its ceasefire offer to
coincide with the holy month of
Ramzan, the government has
signalled its sensitivity to the
sensibilities of the Muslim
community and has given an
indication of its desire to be
reasonable in future nego-
tiations. It has also put the
Musharraf regime on notice
that while India is willing to
move forward to find an
amicable political solution to
the Kashmir issue within the
framework of insaniyat, Pakis-
tan too has the responsibility of
restraining its dogs of war .

THE CHOICE \/

Pakistan must now.prove Yo
the world that it is sincere
about the first three Rs — res-
pect for the LoC, restraint and
rejection of violence — before it
demands the fourth, that is,
resumption of dialogue with
India, “any time, any where”,
as its Chief Executive has been
saying.

The Kashmiri people’s stru-
ggle for political autonomy has
now reached a strategic cross-
roads. They can grab the oppor-
tunity provided by the Ramzan
truce with both hands and, by
adopting a proactive stance as
they appear to be doing, force
at least the indigenous Kash-
miri militant organisations
(like the Hizbul Mujahideen) to
smoke the peace pipe with
India. Alternatively, they can
treat the present ceasefire as a
tactical pause and allow the
militants and the terrorists to
continue to call the shots and
rule their lives with funda-
mentalist Islamist fervour.

In all likelihood, driven by the
futility and the disastrous
consequences of 10 years of
militancy, the Kashmiri people
have made the choice already.
They clearly wish to get on
with their lives by opting to
throw in their lot with a rapidly
growing, pluralistic and secu-
lar India that is likely to be
willing to give them the poli-
tical autonomy they see
ther than befriend
serving, Talibanise
that is on the verge’offecoming
a failed state.
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; NEW DELHI, Dec. 3. —

" Leaders from  Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) have
said that the people in PoK
were “worse-off” than their
brethren in Jammu and
Kashmir, and blamed Pakistan
for using the area for its “own
vested interests”.

Terming PoK as -a training
ground for militants, these
leaders said that “development
in that part of Kashmir is a
distant dream, and people are
missing even most important
necessities of life.”

A senior leader from PoK’s
Rawalakote area, Mr
Mohammed Mumtaz Khan,
who was here to attend a
seminar, told PTI that the
people in those areas were
living in a “guerilla warfare
school”.Speaking on  the
developmental front in PoK,
Mr Khan said that “the area
lags by ages behind Jammu
and Kashmir, where
development had moved at
almost the same pace as that of
other cities in India.”

About Pakistan’s opposition to

a peace initiative, he said “there
is deep-rooted psyche in Paki-
stan, instilled by its political
leaders and military rulers, that
Kashmir is the only cause for the
people of Pakistan.” He also
flayed Pakistan for violation of
human rights in Pok and
northern areas.
Bid on NC leader: National
Conference leader Mr Azad
Ahmad Khan escaped unhurt
after militants fired at him in
Chasana, Udhampur, a report
adds from Srinagar. Mr Khan’s
guards fired back at the
militants, but no one was
injured in the shootout.
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Anll Anand and Agencles M \’
New Delhi, December 3
NDIA HAS asked Pakistan to
be “sincere about its declara-
tion of maximum restraint”
along the LoC by checking its anti-
India activities in Jammu and
Kashmir.

In a related development, the
All-Party Hurriyat Conference
(the umbrella group of Kashmir-
based parties) felt that Pakistan’s
response would help thaw rela-
tions with India.

“The Centre is trying to ascertain
the truth behind yesterday’s
announcement (of maximum
restraint) by Pakistan”, Home
Minister L K Advani said.

Pakistan should curb infiltration
across the border, give up its proxy
war and stop training terrorists,
Advani said in Ajmer.

In Bangalore, Defence Minister
George Fernandes said a dialogue
with Pakistan could begin only if it
“genuinely stopped” influx of ter-
rorists and cross-border firing.

In New Delhi, Prof. Abdul Ghani
Bhat, the APHC chairman, said
the APHC was ready to talk to
Indian and Pakistani leaders. Both
the countries needed to recognise
the “stark realities and rise above
prejudices to find a peaoeful solu-
tion to the. ptoblem

Prof. Bhat’s statement came in
the wake of a reported visit by a
%ou of APHC leaders to the

akistan High Commission late

this evening to discuss the issue

following the latest Pak offer.

The flurry of activity among the
Kashmiri political and separatist
groups has given rise to the possi-
bility of unofficial intermediaries

of the Centre interacting with the
top APHC leaders to size up the
mood before initiating a dialogue
at an official level.

Prof. Bhat arrived here yester-
day, while Mirwaiz Umar Farooq,
a former chief of the separatist
organisation, - air-dashed, _from
Srinagar this evening. Another
Hurriyat leader Yasin Malik has
been camping in the capital for the
past few days and had participated

in certain track-II initiatives taken
by some NGOs.

The Mirwaiz described the
Pakistan offer as positive. “The
common factor in the observations
of all the threc pay jes—India,
Pakistan and -the stiess
on negotxatxons,” he said.

He said he was here to talk to

“other people” who have been
interacting with the Hurriyat lead-
ership. @ Related reports on P11

-
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Infiltration

Our Special Correspondent ” day’s announcemen

AJMER, DEC, 3. The Union Home
Minister, Mr. LK. Advani, today
said the country could open a dia-
logue with Pakistan only if it dis-
continued its support to militants
from across the border. “The cru-
cial thing is infiltration,” he said.

The External Affairs Ministry
would formally react to Pakistan's
suggestion for a dialogue, he said.
“The Union Government is trying
to know the truth behind yester-

mum restraint by Paki{tan,” Mr.
Advani said. He declined com-
ment on the demand \for talks
with the All-Party Hurriyat Con-
ference.

‘It is high time
they did it’
By Our Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, DEC. 3. The Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes,

e |

issue: Advani

today reacted to Pakistan’s an-
nouncement of “maximum re-
straint”” along the Line of Control
in response to the Centre's Ram-
zan ceasefire in Jammu and Kash-
mir, saying, "It is high time they
did it.” He said the resumption of
dialogue depended on Pakistan
stopping the despatch of terror-
ists into the country and genuine-
ly ceasing fire from across the
border.

The Defence Minister was
speaking to presspersons after

e R O T
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visiting the Hindustan Aeronaut-
ics Limited, the Electronic and the
Radar Development Establish-
ment and the Gas Turbine Re-
search Establishment.

Asked specifically about Pakis-
tan’s ordering its troops to ob-
serve ‘‘maximum restraint’ along
the LoC and its willingness to en-
ter into a meaningful dialogue on
the Kashmir issue, Mr. Fernandes
snapped: “Who will not welcome
a move of that nature?.. (but)
what exactly do they mean when
they say restraint?”

He noted that Pakistan, by de-
fault, had admitted it had been
firing from across the border. As
India had always only returned
the fire, it had to be a one-sided
“restraint”’.

He declined to react to a ques-
tion on extending the unilateral
ceasefire ordered by the Prime
Minister, Mr. A.B.Vajpayee, be-
yond the month of Ramzan. It de-
pended on the course of events
and no positive statement could
be made at this juncture. But In-
dia certainly wanted the ceasefire
to be an all-time affair. “Who will
not like an all-time ceasefire?”’

He also said negotiations were
not related to stoppage of firing
from across the border. Besides,
Pakistan should also close down
the training camps for terrorists
in Occupied Kashmir. There
should be “normalisation”” before
India entered into talks with Pa-
kistan.

More reports on Pages )
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|- SRINAGAR/NEW DELH]I, Dec.

: 3. — The Hizbul Mujahideen
' has said it has kept “doors apen
' for sincere efforts to resolve the

' Kashmir issue”

even as it
weighs “various options” before
taking a final decision on the
Ramzan ceasefire offer, A Hizb
spokesman said the outfit had

. not yet rejected the offer

outright.

“Being the frontline militant
outfit, Hizbul Mujahideen is
well aware of the aspirations of
Kashmiris and we have kept
our doors open,” said ‘comman-
der’ Masood. He, however,
added that there would be no
let-up in militant activities
unless the government made
“sincere efforts” to resolve the
Kashmir issue.

Masood said the statement by
the new Jammu and Kashmir
police chief, Mr AK Suri, to

: continue raids had made the

ceasefire meaningless and

" “ridiculed” the Vajpayee offer.

While Pakistani daily The

- Jung today reported that Pak-
' istan had formally conveyed to
' India that its armed forces

i would

exercise “maximum

! restraint” along the LoC, Mr
" LK Advani today appealed
. Pakistan to be sincere in its
* declaration. “The Union gov-
: ernment is trying to know

. the truth behind yesterday’s

annpuncement by Pakistan,”
’tbe home minister said.
" The defence minister, Mr

r,
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George Fernandes, said India
was not averse to a dialogue
with Pakistan if it genuinely
stopped firing from across the
border. It would have to stop :
sending infiltrators too, he |
said. If Pakistan could do

these, “then I believe we should

be going in a direction which |
will help. Perhaps it will enable |
us to sit and talk”. !

But he quickly added that |
negotiating with Pakistan |
would come much later. “This |
is not related to the mere{
stopping of firing from across |
the border. India has been |
categorical that Pakistan |
should also wind up the |
training camps it is conducting |
for terrorists.” 1

He, too, seemed unsure about
the restraint offer. “What
exactly do they mean?” he said.

The BJP president, Mr
Bangaru Laxman, also said India
was ready for talks with
Pakistan if it stopped terrorist
activities. “We welcome the
statement of the Pakistan foreign
secretary, Mr Inamul Hag, in
which he has expressed desire to
hold talks with India.”

Two senior Hurriyat leaders,
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, have
asked the Centre to initiate tri-
lateral talks involving Pakis-
tan to settle the Kashmir issue.
Both termed Pakistan as the
“primary party” to the issue,

B Photograph, another
report on page 8
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NEW DELHI, DEC. 5."The Hurriyat
conference executive \committee
will meet in Srinagar sdbn to for-
mulate an “appropriate” re-
sponse to the Centre’s rejection of
Pakistan’s involvement in the
peace initiative in Kashmir, the
senior Hurriyat leader, Mr. Mir-
waiz Umer Farooq, said here.

“An appropriate reaction to the
(Government’s) statement will be
given out only after the Hurriyat
executive meets to deliberate on
it,” he told PTL

A foreign office spokesman ear-
lier today asserted there was no
room for tripartite talks involving
Pakistan in the peace initiative
with militants in Kashmir. The
Hurriyat has been insisting that
the Kashmir issue could not be re-
solved unless Pakistan was in-
volved in talks.

Meet Pak. envoy

The Hurriyat leadership today
met the Pakistan High Commis-
sioner, Mr. Ashraf Jehangir Qazi,
here and discussed the ceasefire
in Jammu and Kashmir and other
political developments.

The Hurriyat chairman, Mr. Ab-
dul Gani Bhat, and executive
committee members, Mr. Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq and Mr. Ya-
seen Malik, attended the Iftar
party hosted by Qazi, who return-
ed recently from Pakistan after Is-

lamabad declaged that it would
exercise imum restraint”
along theAline of Control.

. " A g
0 discuss rejection

“General political develop-
ments, including the issues relat-
ing to the ongoing ceasefire came
up for discussion with Mr. Qazi at
the party,” Mr. Mirwaiz Farooq
said.

Declining to elaborate, he said
the stand of both the Pakistan
Government and the Hurriyat
have already been made public
and ‘““there was nothing to discuss
on that”. — PTI
No contacts with Centre
yet, says APHC

The chairman of the APHC, Mr.
Abdul Gani Bhat, said no contacts
had yet been established with the
Centre for initiating a dialogue
process on Kashmir.Commenting
on reports about his meeting with
the Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, he said, “Time and
again, I have said that there were
no contacts but there were no im-
pediments either.”

He said, “Some vested interests
are not willing to solve the Kash-
mir issue and are planting such
stories which can have wider im-
plications for the entire journey to
peace... I have clearly stated that
there are no impediments to
holding talks for the resolution of
the Kashmir issue and all con-
cerned should approach the issue
in a spirit of now-or-never.”

He said the APHC had taken the
position that the concerned par-
ties (India, Pakistan and repre-
sentatives of people of Kasﬂxmir)

f tripartite talks 9 % v~

should have a positive political
dialogue. ‘“We have to rise above
prejudices, bitterness in history as
well as hostilities rooted in past
and find a way out but such spec-
ulations can lead us nowhere.”

Iftar diplomacy

Three Hurriyat leaders, includ-
ing Mr. Bhat, met the Pakistani
High Commissioner, Qazi Ashraf
Jehangir, and are understood to
have discussed their future course
of action in the context of the
Ramzan ceasefire.

Besides Mr. Bhat, former Hurri-
yat chief, Mirwaiz Umer Farooq,
and the JKLF leader, Mr. Yaseen
Malik, attended the Iftar party
hosted by Mr. Qazi, who returned
recently from Pakistan after Isla-
mabad declared that it would ex-
ercise ‘“‘maximum restraint’ on
the LoC.Informed sources said
the meeting was expected to dis-
cuss the future strategy of the
APHC vis-a-vis the announce-
ment of suspension of combat
operations by the Prime Minister,
Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, which came in-
to effect from Novemeber 27.

The Hurriyat leaders have soft-
ened their stand and are ready to
enter into a bilateral negotiations
with the Centre provided it leads
ipagrtite dialogue. However,
day firmly ruled out tri-

W&vmg Pakistan. —

.



4 CRPF men ie

In J&Kgu

yoncles |1\

HTC and Agencles
Sr|nagar December 5

MILITANT VIOLENCE contin-
ued to rock Kashmir on the eighth
day of the month-long Ramzan
ceasefire claiming lives of six
CRPF personnel and four civil-
ians and targeting of defence
forces vehicles. Three Army per-
sonnel were also wounded.

In the first incident of its kind

attle

fact, it had declared that it would
step up its attacks on security
forces.

Six CRPF men and an army
jawan were injured in the
overnight gunfight which erupted
at around 5 pm yesterday when
the two militants entered the come.
plex by car lobbing grenades and -
firing indiscriminately.

Security personnel, who had laid
siege around the camp from out-

since the cease-
fire came into
effect on
November 28, a
CRPF camp in
Anantnag district
of Kashmir was
stormed by a two-
member  suicide
squad of
Lashker-e-Toiba
outfit ‘while the
Army foiled such
an attempt 0;1 its

post in ] BI3
district sjnge lagt |
evening,

Six CRPF per-

sonnel and two
militants  were
killed in a 20-
hour-long gun-
fight which fol-
lowed the storm-

ing by two ultras

.} repeated-

‘Three’s a crowd’

IN ITS first official response
to Pakistan's "maximum
restraint”  announcement,
India has ruled out "tripartite
talks" on J-K, but reaffirmed
its commitment to an
early resumption of the
mposite bilateral dialogue,
! h, of course, was subject

. Islamabad  meeting
Néw Delhi's oft-
conditions.
Detailed report: P11
Washington: The United
States has expressed the
view that India, Pakistan and
“all residents of the Kashmir
region” should be part of the
efforts to resolve the Kashmir
issue, ’re'ports HTC.

side immediately
after the militant
attack, entered
the building this
morning where
the holed up mili-
tant had taken
shelter on the top
of the multi-sto-
ried building
restricting move-
ment of the
CRPF men '
trapped inside,
said the official
spokesman.

He said the mil-
itant was killed
after a stiff resist-
ance at around 3
pm today, ending
the 20-hour long
gun-battle. = He
was in control of
the ammunition

of a CRPF camp -

store at the bat-

located in a° -

defunct cinema hall at Ashajlpora ,

in  Anantnag, an
spokesman said today. *

"It took so long because we did-
nt know that how many of our

men were trapped,” said a senior
pg?e officer.
- T Hshkar-e-Toiba has claimed

ofﬁcxal

tesponsibility for the - attack.
Lashkar is one of those gtouf'
n

that are opposed to the truce

tallion headquar-
ters and fought with a light
machine gun. Another militant
was killed yesterday night itself.
One of the killed militants was
identified as Abu Hizbullah
Hamza, the spikesman . said,
addlfxg two AK assaglt rifles, a
wireless set, a grenade, ten maga-
zines and 35 t%r;nd& .ammuni-
tion were recovered from the slain

ultras. /

P

MUE YINDUSTAN T 3

6 DEC 200



6 CRPK

to suicide
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' NEW DELHI, Dec. 5. — Si

; CRPF personnel were killed b
+ two Lashkar-e-Taiyaba suicide
- squad members at Ashijipora
in Anantnag after a 20-hour
' gunbattle that ended today
after the two were shot down.
But unconfirmed reports said
. 15 CRPF personnel were killed
! and 10 injured in the attack,
| the first by the fidayeen since
i the Ramzan ceasefire offer. An
"alert sentry foiled another
militant attempt to storm an
Army camp in north Kashmir.
An official said the two
, suicide attackers stormed the
| CRPF camp of 61 Battalion
| around 5 p.m. yesterday. They
| later took shelter in the camp
| building and began firing upon
securitymen from there.

‘No tripartite talks’
The Centre today refused a

! tripartite dialogue on Kashmir
| even as the Hizbul Mujahideen
[

stuck to its demand for it. The
| government said it was ready
; for talks with all parties and
- groups in the state, including

men fall

Q-br HyWe

attack

militants, but made it clear that
it would be the one to decide the
modalities of the talks.
Reacting to Pakistan’s decla-
ration of LoC restraint, a gov-
ernment spokesman said that
as there was no “basic shift in
Pakistan’s policies”, the forces
would continue vigil. But he
admitted that there was a mar-
ked reduction in firing. He said
the government hoped Pakis-
tan’s statement was a precur-
sor of a change in its attitude.
Meanwhile, the Pakistani
High Commissioner, Mr-Ashraf
Jehangir Qazi, hosted an Iftar
party today which Hurriyat
leaders, Mr Abdul

Ghani !

Bhatt, Mirwaiz Umer Farooq

and Mr Yasin Malik, attended.
“Pakistan is already two steps
ahead of India in the peace
process,” said Mr Bhatt. The
Hurriyat executive committee
will soon meet in Srinagar to
formulate a peace initiative.

The Shahi Imam of Jama
Masjid, Syed Ahmed Bykhari,
today welcomed the Pakistani
offer of restraint and urged
the Centre to take steps to
resume a dialogue with
Islamabad.

THE STATESMAN
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VEN CYNICS will concedeYhat the

Prime Minister, Mr. Atal\Behari

Vajpayee’s announcemenl of a

unilateral ceasefire by Indikn se-
curity forces in Jammu and Kashmir has
created, after more than a decade, an in-
valuable opportunity to begin a genuine
peace process in the State. The over-
whelming enthusiasm with which the an-
nouncement was greeted by all shades of
public opinion in the Kashmir Valley is
just one indication of the timeliness and
propitiousness of the Centre’s boldest ini-
tiative in recent years.

It is also becoming clear that the Prime
Minister’s announcement is part of a
larger rethink on Kashmir, and not merely
a tactical manoeuvre to secure short-term
advantage. However, the Centre will need
to continue to persist with its new Kash-
mir policy, even in the wake of the mani-
fold provocations and hurdles that it will
inevitably encounter in the weeks to
come, systematically building on the
peace constituency that is beginning to
reveal itself. It should be clear also to the
Kashmiri separatist leaders and militant
groups that moments like this rarely reap-
pear easily, and unless they seize the ini-
tiative they will risk not just political
marginalisation, but it will also erode the
possibility of their playing an important
role in bringing back peace and stability to
the beleaguered State. No less significant-
ly, it is critical that the ruling regime in
Pakistan also realises that there can be few
better chances for it to rehabilitate itself
internationally, and create the conditions
essential for the resumption of a mea-
ningful political dialogue with India.

Shorn of rhetoric and diplomatic gob-
bledegook, New Delhi’s new Kashmir pol-
icy seems to combine at least three
elements. First, the Centre has signalled
that the ceasefire, so far limited to the
month of Ramzan, could continue into
the New Year. If this happens, it will be by
far the most important move undertaken
by the Centre in reducing the alienation of
the Kashmiri people. In recent years, the
public sentiment against the Government
of India has intensified, particularly in the
Kashmir Valley, because of the harass-
ment faced by the ordinary Kashmiri from
the security forces during their counter-
insurgency operations. Recall also that for
at least thela} five years, separatist mo-

By Amitabh Mattoo

The Centre’s new Kashmir initiative requires patience
and determination and should continue to be handled
by the top political leadership. More incremental
confidence-building measures may be needed.

bilisation has been made possible only
because of human rights violations and
rarely have people responded in large
numbers to the call of azadi. All evidence
seems to suggest that the ceasefire is, by
and large, being scrupulously adhered to
by the security agencics and that there has
been a suspension of all pro-active mea-
sures against militant organisations.
While such a move does carry the risk of
making the security forces more vulner-
able to militant attacks, may even erode
the morale of a section of the forces, and
could lead to a re-grouping and consoli-
dation of militants, the long term benefits
— given the overwhelming Kashmiri sen-
timent against violence — are far greater
than these short term costs. In other
words, not only will the unilateral cease-
fire firmly isolate forces that are contin-
uing to perpetuate violence, but may help
create the conditions under which the
Kashmiri pcople — rather than security
forces — will disclaim and fight those who
continue to spread terror and violence.

The Centre has also indicated its wil-
lingness to speak to any Kashmiri group or
militant organisation. It is significant that
no mention has been made of condition-
alities and there has been no suggestion
that these talks have to be within the
framework of the Constitution. Instead,
the Prime Minister's formulation, “the
framework of insaniyat’, has signalled
that given the human tragedy that Kash-
mir represents today, the possibilities of
peace should be explored not within the
codified limits of a legal document but
within the bounds of humanism. All those
who have been hesitant to talk to the Cen-
tre, believing that they would lose their
credibility if they accepted conditions
right at the beginning, should now get the
confidence to respond to this offer of en-
gagement.

Finally, New Delhi has signalled —
more clearly than ever before -— that it is
willing to re-engage Pakistan if islamabad
takes concrete measures to create the
conditions in which a meaningful dia-
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logue, as envisaged in the Lahore summit,
can be pursued. This means, first of all,
that the ground reality in Kashmir must
show a visible change, and that there is a
reciprocal ceasefire by all militant groups
that Pakistan has sponsored and trained
and which are increasingly now being
manned by Pakistanis.

The Centre’s new Kashmir initiative re-
quires patience and determination, and
should continue to be handled by the top
political leadership of the country. More
incremental cenfidence-building mea-
sures may be needed in the near future,
including the issue of travel documents to
Kashmiri leaders who wish to go abroad,
the release of political detenus — some of
whom have languished in jail for the last
decade — and a more explicit invitation
for a dialogue to individual separatist
leaders. Even if the Centre's gestures con-
tinue to be non-reciprocated it has little to
lose. For increasingly it will become clear
to the Kashmiri people and the interna-
tional community that forces in Pakistan
and a section of the separatist leadership
in Kashmir alone stand between Kashmir
and peace.

As a body, the All Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence has, despite intemperate statements
by individual leaders, welcomed the cea-
sefire. There are also indications that
many of the APHC’s leaders are willing to
enter into bilateral dialogue with India.
Pakistan's green signal on this score has
probably strengthened the constituency
in favour of, first, engaging India. And yet
the APHC leadership is hesitating from
giving a more positive response for prob-
ably two reasons.

First, there is a feeling within a section
of the leadership that not enough ground-
work has been done and that any step tak-
en by the APHC, without adequate
consultation with various shades of Kash-
miri public opinion, may be counterpro-
ductive. Second, there is a feeling that
even before talking to the Centre, the
APHC leadership needs to cngage the
leaders of the militant groups most of

VBrmgmg peace to Kashmlr

whom are based in Pakistan, and that
without the militants’ “acquiescence any
peace process could be derailed. There is
some merit in both these arguments, and
indeed there should be no ob]ectlon to
giving Hurriyat leaders permission to trav-
el to Pakistan to persuade the militants to
cease fire, and in allowing public meetings
all over the State. However, the APIIC too
must realise that the Prime Minister’s
brave initiative demands statesmanship
from them too, as well as the capacity to
take risks and hard decisions which have
1o be rooted in the realisation that, above
all, the Kashmiris want peace and an end
to the misery of the last twelve years. The
APHC leadership must also be prepared to
accept that the Indian political leadership
may, from time to time, have to make tac-
tical gestures and statements to appease
various domestic constituents and to pre-
vent a rebellion from within its ranks. In
the final analysis, it should be clear to the
APHC leadership that the Kashmiris will
not forgive those who squander what may
be the last chance for peace for some time
to come. ™

For Pakistar; the choice is even starker.
It can either continue on the track of in-
ternational isolation and regional belliger-
ence, or take steps that will eventually put
it back on track as a civilised member of
the comity of nations. Half-baked tactical
gestures will not do. The need is for an
unprecedented response to an unprece-
dented situation pregnant with historic
opportunities. Will General Musharraf
now demonstrate, as visitor after visitor
from Pakistan seems to suggest, that he is
really interested in getting out of the mess
that his predecessors have created in
Kashmir? Or will he confirm to the ster-
eotype, dominant in the Indian imagina-
tion, that the man who destroyed l.ahore
at Kargil can hardly be interested in
peace? Ultimately, it should be clear to all
that bringing peace to Kashmir, at least at
this stage, is not about goals and the final
product but about gradually creating a
process in which all the main dramatis
personae have a stake, and which cannot
easily be derailed by the number of vested
interests who have made a business out of
the conflict in Kashmir.

(The writer is Chairperson, Centre for In-
ternational Politics, Organisation and Dis-
armament, JNU.)



-

" Kashmir: is peace possible?
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EACE SHOULD be the top pri-

ority in Kashmir today. Every-

thing else could be settled

during negotiations. Ramzan is
the month of engrossing oneself in
praeyers and fasting. It is known as sha-
rullah i.e. month of Allah, a month
which shoufd be devoted to all causes
dear to Allah and dearest to Allah is sa-
lam — peace. Some militants argue that
even the Prophet fought the battle of
Badr during Ramzan so what is wrong in
fighting during this month? The Prophet
fought a short battle to avert danger to
the existence of Muslims in Madina and
this battle was inevitable. The very paral-
lel cited is wrong. And in Kashmir the
violence has degenerated into endless
killing.

Every time there is a move for peace,
the killing starts. This time too innocent
Sikh drivers were pulled out of their ve-
hicles and shot? Extremist violence in
Kashmir cannot qualify as jehad. First,
the Koran does not use the term jehad
for war or violence or killing, for that
matter. For that, gital has been used or
its derivatives. Jehad means utmost ef-
forts to promote justice, goodness, be-
nevolence and to control base desires.

Violence will not solve the Kashmir
question. Ultimately, it is a political so-
lution which will bring about the final
resolution of the Kashmir problem. In
this age of democracy and human rights,
violence has a very limited role. The
Kashmiri people have made enough sac-
rifices. More than 50,000 people have al-
ready been killed in this senseless
violence. How many more will have to
lose their lives? And with all this can
Kashmir achieve its freedom through vi-
olence? Ultimately it will have to be re-
solved through negotiations. Then why
not negotiations now to save many more
innocent lives?

The people of Kashmir are also tired of
this violence. They desire peace intense-
ly. But they cannot speak out freely. If

M

By Asghar Ali Engineer

the extremists are fighting — as they
claim — for freedom of the people of
Kashmir, why this fear?. Even the news-
papers from the Valley cannot publish
what they want. Given this culture of vi-
olence and extremism what will be the
quality of freedom in Kashmir if it is sub-
sequently won?

Violence brutalises the human con-
science. Those countries in Asia and
Africa which won their freedom through
violence — for example Algeria — have a

legacy of brutal killings. The pecple of

the Hizb should respond pofitively. But
the fear was that if any such gublic state-
ment was issued the outfit might split.

It is also reported that the Valley-
based commander, Mr. Abdul Majid
Dar, was pressing Mr. Salahuddin to take
a stand, but the latter had been saying
that the Indian Government should take
the lead and hold out something more
than a “tame surrender”. If the latest of-
fer came with a package that could meet
some of the Pakistan-based Hizb lead-

_ership’s concerns, the group could have

In Kashmir, both sides will have to take risks. Social
stability is built on a complex set of compromises.

Algeria have never enjoyed real freedom.
They have witnessed a highly authoritar-
ian rule right from beginning. There are
many more such examples.

India won its freedom through the in-
volvement of the masses and it devel-
oped a culture of political democracy
which has survived despite hurdles. The
people of Kashmir had an excellent op-
portunity in 1990 to fight for their de-
mands democratical. But they lost that
chances by taking up guns. They thought
“we will take up guns and azadi (free-
dom) will be ours”.

It is in view of all this that Mr. Vaj-
payee's ceasefire offer should have been
built on for peace in the Valley. Four for-
mer Prime Ministers, Mr. V. P. Singh, Mr.
Deve Gowda, Mr. . K. Gujral and Mr.
Chandra Shekhar, have also welcomed
the Ramzan ceasefire. When the offer
was made even the Hizbul Mujahideen
chief, Syed Salahuddinc went into hud-
dle with his top commanders to consider
its consequences.

Some Hizb sources said — though off
the record — that a majority of those at
the strategy meeting viewed the offer as
exactly what they had wanted to get the
negotiation process started and felt that
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welcomed it. But if the package was an-
nounced what was there for India to ne-
gotiate? The most important thing is
ceasefire and this opportunity should be
seized by the militants to negotiate a du-
rable solution and build peace.

If the Government of India puts a stop
to the gross violations of human rights of
the people of Kashmir it will earn further
support not only internationally but also
from the Kashmiris themselves. The
Kashmiris by now know fully well that
the militants cannot be their saviours as
now they are fighting for their own sur-
vival rather than for the freedom of the
people.

If there is any honourable solution
within the framework of the Indian
union they will welcome it. But the very
first condition for this is a stop to the
excesses by security forces. Today the
people of the Valley are deeply alienated
from the Government of India.

The ceasefire is a necessary but not
sufficient condition for restoring perma-
nent peace in Kashmir. The Government
of India will have to reflect deeply on its
now policies in Kashmir. And this not
only in respect of the behaviour of the
armed forces but also about a political
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solution. By now it should pe at least
clear that there is great deal of dissatis-
faction with the status quo. For a perma-
nent peace, the status quo in Kashmir
must change. Whether it is complete au-
tonomy as was demanded by the Kash-
mir Assembly and going back to the
pre-1953 position is matter of detailed
negotiation. But the Central Govern-
ment cannot insist that a permanent so-
lution be found without seriously
rethinking the present policy framework.

The people of Kashmir have suffered
intensely in the last one decade. The
price has been too heavy for them and
they cannot be expected to accept too
little. As Mr. Vajpayee has displayed
statesmanship by offering a unilateral
ceasefire he should show further magna-
nimity by offering a package to the peo-
ple of Kashmir which would be in
keeping with their honour and dignity. It
will go a long way to reduce the feeling of
alienation, if not eliminate it altogether.

Of course this is easier said than done.
Mr. Vajpayee’s owq party, the BJP, may
not go all the way with him. Dissidence
is already surfacing in the RSS. Many
hardcore elements in the RSS are not
happy with the Vajpayee Government
on several issues, including the appeal to
Muslims to support the BJP. On top of it
if he crosses the “Laxman Rekha” on the
Kashmir question there may be virtual
revolt. In fact it is such dilemmas which
continue the conflict in the Valley. It is
so difficult to overcome them. The mil-
itants also face similar dilemmas. They
would split if they accept solution lesser
than what they have been fighting for all
these years.

But both sides will have to take risks.
Social stability is built on a complex set
of compromises. The world would have
been full of conflict and bloodshed with-
out these compromises. South Asia runs
the risk of becoming a nuclear flashpoint
if a bold compromise is not made by
both sides in the interest of peace.



< Hurriyat dlffereq/es to the fore

NAGAR, DEC. 10. leferences in
the Hurriyat Conference on the
modality of holding talks with the
Centre came into the open today,
when uproarious scenes, marked
by trading of charges and slogan-
shouting, were witnessed during a
seminar on human rights here.

The divergence of views sur-
faced when the Muslim Confer-
ence leader, Mr. G.N. Shaheen,
criticised the senior Hurriyat
leader, Mr. Abdul Ghani Lone, for
his recent statements from Pakis-
tan about the presence of foreign
militants in Kashmir and for sup-
porting New Delhi’s ceasefire. Mr.
Shaheen demanded an apology
from Mr. Lone.

Mr. Lone’s party members
started shouting slogans against
the Muslim Conference and this
set off acrimonious scenes.

The former Hurriyat Confer-
ence Chairman, Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, presiding over the semi-
nar, took strong exception to Mr.
Lone’s remarks and said “it was
Lone who welcomed the Taliban
victory in Afghanistan. He was al-
so the first who said that he would
welcome Taliban in Kashmir if
they come to the rescue of Kash-

miris.” Syed eelam also criti-
cised the urriyat  leaders
camping in Delhi, saying ‘‘they
should return to Srinagar as it is
against our self-respect to beg for
dialogue. If the Centre is willing to
initiate talks with the Hurriyat, it
(Centre) should come to us and
we need not go to Delhi.”

After over an hour of slogan-
shouting, the seminar resumed.

The spokesman of the Jamaat-
e-Islami, Mr. Zahid Alj, in a state-
ment, expressed resentment over
Mr. Lone’s remarks.

Terming his utterances as “ri-
diculous and malicious’ he said
the Jamaat would like to inform
Mr. Lone that “‘religious organisa-
tions can never be labelled as fun-
damentalists as they are working
for peace and brotherhood.”

“To make the Ramzan ceasefire
fruitful we would like the parties
concerned to take concrete steps-
for the resolution of the 50-year-
old dispute,” he said. — PTI

‘Lone unrealistic’

Shujaat Bhukari writes from
Jammu:

In an interview, Syed Geelani
came out openly against Mr.
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Lone, saying the latter was
consistent and unrealistic”.

“By saying that I am a moder-
ate and others are fundamental-
ists, he simply is playing into the
hands of Western forces bent up-
on dividing Muslims. It was quite
uncharitable to call them funda-
mentalists.”

Ms. Asiya Andrabi, chief of a
women's front-ranking seces-
sionist outfit, Dukhtaran-e-Millat
(daughters of the nation), reacted
to Mr. Lone’s remarks in The
Washington Post and sought ac-
tion against him.

“Those who ignore the role of
foreign militants are ungrateful,”
she said and expressed concern
over Mr. Lone’s continuance in
the Hurriyat Conference and ac-
cused him and others for being
ready for a “sell-out’”.

She blamed Pakistan for the in-
clusion of people such as Mr.
Lone in the Hurriyat and termed
it as a “historical blunder’. Ms.
Andrabi called upon Pakistan to
disown these leaders and asked
the Lashkar-e-Taiba and other
outfits to take “‘practical steps”
against them.

in- !




/ | The hows and Whys of the Ramzan ceasefire
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HEN talks between the

Government of India

and the Hizbul Muja-

hideen wefe abruptly
terminiated in July due to Pakistan's insis-
tence on making this dialogue a trilateral
exercise, there was much disappoint-
ment, Hizb leader Majid Dar, however;
held out a ray of hope when he said that
the talks had not been derailed, only de-
layed, and that he was hopeful about
talks being resumed in two or three
months, His anticipations appear to have
been realised, given a series of initiatives
which havé been undertaken both
through government and non-govern-
mental channels over the last eight
weeks to resume discussions on Kashmir
and all related issues.

The latest round of overtures have to
be assessed in terms of three bench-
marks: The motivations animating the
current initiatives, the policy stances of
the Government of India, Pakistan and
the Kashmiri groups undclpmnmg them,
and the situation on the ground since No-
vember 28, when the unilateral ceasefire
declared by the Government of India for
the month of Ramzan came intobeing.

Recalling contacts and discussions
whichled to the ceasefire decision and the
subsequent developmentswould be rele-
vant. Back~channel contacts between
members of the National Security Advi-
sory Board and representatives of Kash-
miri dissident groups were continued
even after the failure of the effort at dia-
logue in July. Delegations of former di-
plomats, retired armed forces officers and
women’s organisations were exchanged
between India and Pakistan over the Jast
six months. Former foreign secretary
Rasgotra had a lengthy discussion with
General PervezMusharrafin September.
Subramanian Swamy and another retired
Indian foreign secretary, Salman Haider,
were invited for discussions by Musharraf
in November. October and November
were characterised by a series of seminars
and discussions on the desirability of re-

suming Indo-Pak dialogue and a dialogue
with Kashmiri dissident groups. Repre-

sentatives of the Hurriyat and other
Kashmiri groups from Jammu and Kash-
mir and from Europe and the United
States participated in these:

The point in recalling these details is
that the Indian government’s decision
toofferaunilateral ceasefire—and the
indicationsit gave about awillingnessto
talk to Kashmiri dissidents — did not
occurmavacuumbutwas,ﬁmtly aocon-
sequence of India’s
desire to come to te- -
rmswith dissidence in
J&K through peace-
ful means. Secondly, it
was a response to a
groundswell of public
opinion favouring ne-
gotiations. Thirdly, it
was rooted in the ex-
haustion and weari-
ness, with violence

1N, Dixit
One motivation animates all protagonists in
the peace efforts: To show responsiveness to

global pressure to resume dialogue and scale
down violence

. oomplex and politically ambiguous;.

They have perhaps come to the conclu-
sion that armed confrontation will not
achieve their objectives. They may also
have sensed a decline in public suppart
inJ&K for theirviolence and military ap-
proach. There is an incremental resent-
ment among the people against the in-

cursion of foreign mercenary cadres
belonging to extremist religious groups
— what compounds
this resentment is that
these foreigners have
more resources and
they are attempting to
dominate dissident
polmcs in J&K under
instructions from Pak-
istan. The Hurriyat
and Hizb cannot but
be responsive to this
resentment. Reassert-

and political volatility, amongst our
compatriots in J&K. 4

‘What then are the motivations and
pressures impelling the protagonists to
move to the negotiating table" India is
genuinely desirous of restoring nor-
malcyinJ&K and snengthenmg demo-
cratic institutions in the state. It is
equally interested in having a normal,

. peaceful relationship with Pakistan. In-

dia remains convinced that the political
turmoil and violence in J&K cannotbe

brought to an end through military

means, confrontation or coercive force.
India wants all political groups and en-

‘tities representing the people of J&K to

return to the maingtream of democratic
politics and disentarigle themselves
from extremist foreign entities.

Asfar asmotivations of the dissident
and militant groups in J&K go, they are

' ing their credibility as the genuine repre-

sentatives of the people of J&K has per-
haps become a necessity. But the point
is, there is po clearcut agreement
amongst them on what status for Kash-
mir they should negotiate for: indepen-
dence, joining Pakistan or remaining

.with Indlawlth greater aufonomy.

Asfor Pakistan, it warts tofind away
around India’s steady réfusal to resume
negotiations unless it $tops cross-border
terrorism and pulls back from giving ma-
terial support to secessionists. Pakistan’s
summscutﬂmgmedtaloguelasthﬂy

attracted criticism both from J&K and -

the international community: So they
have agreed this time tokeep away from
the dialogue in the initial stages. Pakistan
hopes that these discussions could
change the status quo in J&X, particu-

Tarly in terms ofits political and constifu-

<« Kashmiri tango "

tional status, which ultimately could be-
come advantageous to Pakistan. Pak-
istan’s support for the dialogue would
a]soremcdyltsneganvennageasadls-
Tuptive neighbour.

One motivation animates all protag-
onists: To show responsiveness to inter-
national pressure to resume dialogue
andscale downviolence, which the inter-
national community feels could precipi-
tate anuclear confrontation.

‘The policy stances of India, the
Kashmiri dissident groups and Pakistan
have to be differentiated from the moti-
vations summed up above. India’s policy
stance could be described as follows on
the basis of recent statements by Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
Home Minister LK. Advani. India wa-
nts a peaceful solution to all issues re-
lated to Kashmir, through a dialogue
with Kashmiri dissidents, to deal with in-
ternal dimensions of the politics of J&K.

. India is equally willing to resume a dia-

logue with Pakistan to resolve those as-

pects of the Kashmir issue in which Pak- |

India seems to be of the view that discus-
sions on Kashmir have to be held sepa-

' ratelywith our own citizens of that state,

no objection, however, if informal non-
institutional epnsultations are unde-
takenbyKasng}dmdcntsmm their
Pakistani pefifops.-India cannot and

should not mndgs;e institutional or for-

mal discussioiis between Kashmiri dissi-
dents and Pakistani authorities because
itwouldjegtimise Pakistan's locus standi
indeciding the political status and the fu-
 ture of J&K — which would amount to
re-opening issues which were decided
upon at the time of Partition.

There are two overriding factors

which should influence these positive

beginnings, which have led to a percep-
tible easing of tensions on the ground.

First, there should be no dilution of In-
dia’s territorial i lintegrity. And secondly,
India should remain committed to rea-
son both with Kashmiri dissidents and
with Pakistan.
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SRINAGAR, Dec. 10. — Noisy
scenes, short of physical
clashes, were witnessed at the
All Party Hurriyat Conference
headquarters during a seminar
on human rights here today.

Trouble started when a spea-
ker criticised Hurriyat leader,
Mr Abdul Gani Lone, for his
remarks against the presence
of foreign militants in the state.

He said it was Mr Lone who
invited Taliban militants to
Kashmir.

The supporters of Mr Lone
objected and raised slogans
against the speaker, Ghulam
Nabi Shaheen. Heated exchan-
ges started and warring groups

tried to hurl chairs on each |

3
|

other. Order was restored when

senior leaders intervened.

Mr Lone had reportedly said |
foreign militants will derail the |

peace process in Kashmir.
The J&K Jamait Islami,
Dukhtaran Milat and some

other outfits have also criticised

Mr Lone for his remarks.

Former Hurriyat chairman !

Syed Ali Shah Geelani said the

Kashmir issue would be resolv- -

ed only through tripartite talks.

Kashmir will become part of
Pakistan or get independence,
Mr Geelani said.

He criticised Hurriyat leaders
who visited Delhi recently He
opposed converting the LoC
into an international border.

Mr Shakeel Bakshi said the
Kashmir issue would not be re-
solved without the participa-
tion of Pakistan.

Some speakers also criticised
senior Hurriyat leaders for
what they said begging to
India for passport so that they

could visit Pakistan.
M Editorial: Peace by
piece, page 6 /
ST o RS fiserere:
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| NEW DELHI, Dec. 11. — The stage has been set.

- The scene of action is shifting to Srinagar now,

| with actors gearing up to receive bouquets and

| brickbats from the people of Jammu & Kashmir.

. The All. Party Hurriyat Conference has

: tentatively decided to hold its executive council
meeting in Srinagar this weekend.

The US ambassador, Mr Richard F Celeste,

today called on Mr LK Advani and during a 35-
' minute meeting, he conveyed Washington’s
i “keen interest” in the peace initiative by Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee.

The APHC chairman, Mr Abdul Ghani Bhat,
| and former chairman, Mr Mirwaiz Umar
| Farooq, left for Srinagar to do the ground work
| for uniting constituent groups. The Hurriyat
! leader, Mr Abdul Gani Lone, returned from
- Pakistan today to join the peace effort. Mr L3ne
| and the JKLF leader, Mr Yasin Malik, are
" expected to go to Srinagar in a couple of days.
| The purpose, for which the Centre tock a soft
! stand towards Mr Lone’s plea to go to Pakistan

to attend his son’s wedding, seems to have been
partially completed. "ha nnrnoea woa 4 anan

LONE

| %{on for peace talks

doors for talks in diplomatic channels and with
militant groups.

Mr Lone has rejuvenated the channels in
Pakistan. Some Pakistani leaders are reporied!y
in touch with Central leaders here.

After landing here, Mr Lone said he had mel
General Parvez Musharraf, Hizbul Mujahideen
leader Syed Salahuddin and Lashkar-e-Taiyaba
leader Hafiz Mohammed Saeed. He said:
“Musharraf came across to be quite .well-
meaning, accommodative and transparent in his
approach. He strongly felt that the Kashmir
problem should be solved soon.”

(Mr Lone made it clear that all mercenarics
would have to leave Kashmir once a political
dialogue started and asked militant outfits te
give a positive response to the Prime Minister's
unilateral ceasefire, adds PTI.

(Asked about a rift in the Hurriyat over his
statement that fundamentalists were a threat Lo
peace in J&K, Mr Lone said: “I stand by the
statement. I am a heavyweight and I have the
guts to stand by what I had said.”)

Salahuddin told Mr Lone that India was not
keen on considering Kashmiris as a party to the

B See LONE: page 8

(Continued from page 1)

dialogue. Lashkar-e-Taj aba
a

spoke about India “occup))r,ing”

the area against wishes of the .

people.

The Lashkar chief ’has said |
t}_1at Ipdia should demonstrate
sincerity by withdrawing its

- troops from Kashmir and that
Pakistan’s

despite

announcement for “maximum
restraint” on the Line of
Control, “our operations are

going on uninterrupted.”

Salahuddin said: “India’s -
;'efusal to include Pakistan in
its talks on Kashmir endorses
leb’s stand that India’s ..
ceasefire is short of sincerity.” '

Mr Bhat said the

key to stop

cross-border terrorism lay i
the hands of APHC leagerl£ ‘
But the ball is in the court of
Nevy Delhi; the Centre has to |
decide whether it would allow

APHC
Pakist:an

leaders to

for

go
_ holding
consultations with those who
rejected the ceasefire. Mr

to

tE STATESMAN

Bhatt said the ice cotld break

if the militants listened to

Hurriy/at leaders.
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ﬂ/lﬂlled in Kashm|r Ists

JAM U, DEC. 11. Contmuln%
theit ‘disregard’ for the mondth-
longyeasefire, separatist militants
today triggered blasts in Srinagar
and Chadoora in which at least
two persons were killed and 19,
including six paramilitary person-
nel, injured. Two special police
officials also came under the at-
tack and one of them was killed.

The militants planted an im-
provised explosive device (IED)
on a cycle and detonated it in a
busy market at Qamarwari today.
The IGP, Kashmir Zone, Dr Ashok
Bhan, said five BSF personnel and
three civilian were injured. One of
the civilians, Mohammad Younus
Kawoosa, succumbed to his inju-
ries.

In Chadoora township of Bud-
gam district, the militants tossed
a grenade at a CRPF patrol injur-
ing five jawans and 11 civilians,
most of them women. The forces,
however, did not retaliate.

In Lalpora Kupwara, the mili-
tants fired a rocket towards the
house of an SPO, Abdul Qadoos
Khan. Another SPO, Mohammad
Sadiq, was shot dead by unidenti-
fied militants in Surankot area of
Poonch last night, the police said.

Give peace a
chance: Lone
By Our Special Correspondent

New DELHI, DEC. 11 The senior Hur-
riyat leader, Mr. Abdul Gani Lone,
returned to India this evening and
reiterated that he stood by the
views he had expressed in an in-
terview to The Washington Post a
few days ago. Mr. Lone’s views
have provoked quite a controver-
sy in Srinagar.

“My views are known, and I am
not the one to change my views at
the first whiff of opposition,” Mr.
Lone told The Hindu. The Hurri-
yat leader had gone to Pakistan to
attend his son’s wedding, and
during his three-week stay there
he had met, among others, the
Pakistani ruler, Gen. Pervez

A load carrier damaged by an IED detonated by militants in
Srinagar on Monday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

Musharraf. Mr. Lone repeated
that “‘peace needs to be given a
chance, and all militant outfits
should come with a united re-
sponse to Mr. Vajpayee’s initia-
tive for peace.” He also suggested
that all non-Kashmiri militants
would have to leave the Valley,
once political dialogue started.

Senior Home Ministry officials
as well as those involved in in-
formal consultations with the
Hurriyat leaders were keenly
awaiting Mr. Lone's return. Since
he is perhaps the seniormost Hur-
riyat leader to have met the Pakis-
tani ruler, his utterances would be
judged as reflecting and incorpo-
rating Islamabad’s revised prior-
ities. “I met him (Gen. Pervez)
and he convinced me about the
Pakistani stand... but one thing is
that he is not happy over the
stand taken by the Indian Gov-
ernment,” he told newsmen.

After staying for a couple of
days in Delhi, Mr. Lone (as also
other Hurriyat leaders camping

here) is expected to go back to Sri-
nagar, and the All-Party Hurriyat
Conference executive is likely to
meet shortly to come out with a
coherent response to the peace
process. During his stay in Pakis-
tan, Mr. Lone met militant lead-
ers, including the Hizbul chief,
Syed Salluddin. He observed that
“since I was not having any man-
date to talk to them, I would pre-
fer to remain silent on this issue.”

It is realised that Mr. Lone has
correctly gauged the changed
mood in the Kashmir Valley, and
that if remains unintimidated he
could probably swing the Hurri-
yat Conference on the side of
peace and political dialogue. Mr.
Lone, and other Hurriyat leaders,
are aware that their organisation
cannot afford to be seen as taking
dictation from Islamabad. There
is also the divide between the for-
eigner and the indigenous mili-
tant groups, with the local
(Kashmiri) groups wanting to test
New Delhi’s sincerity.
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4 NEW DELHI 12 DECEMBER
WITH VIOLENCE in Jammu and Kas!
coming down considerably in the wake of the
ceasefire, Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee is likely to convene a high-level
meeting around December 22 to review the
impact of his peace initiative.

Accordingly, Mr Vajpayee will consider
extension of the ceasefire beyond Ramazan.

According to sources in the government,

the likelihood of the Centre extending its uni-
lateral ceasefire are very high, provided there

-ismo let-up in Islamabad’s restraint along the

LoC and in the hinterland. The extended
peace in the Valley is also expected to signal
New Delhi’s acknowledg- ment of Pakistan’s
posmve response to its ceasefire call.

, Although

tinudtion of the ceasefire in Jammu and
Kashmir will help to sustain the conducive

ley endmgc

g the initiation of a dialogue with -
' Islamabad might take some more thme; cor"

'BUSINESS AS USUAL: A BSF soldier stands |
guard in a commercial hub of Srinagar
on Tuesday, — AFP

atmosphere created after Mr Vajpayee
announced cessation of operations against the
Kashpmiri militants. Besides, it will give the
militant groups enough time to fall in lme
with-the military regime’s thinking.

Sources revealed that Pakistan had not
only reduced firing along the LoC to “negligi-

ease

ifein 1 J&K

ble”, but infiltration was also far less than at
the onset of the Ramazan month. What is
more encouraging is that even the militant
groups, despite their public stand of defiance
regarding the ceasefire offer, have not been as
active in the Valley. “There have been some
stray gre- nade-throwing incidents here and
there, mainly targeted at civilian s... attacks
on the security forces have come down by
one-third after Pakistan responded to Mr
Vajpayee’s offer assuring maximum restraint
along the LoC,” said an official monitoring the
observation of the ceasefire in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The official’s favourable observations
regarding the impact of the ceasefire were on
Tuesday echoed by Army chief Gen S
Padmanabhan who noted that the ceasefire in
Jammu and Kashmir was holding “remark-
ably well” with firing from across the LoC
coming down to negligible levels and interiors

- also not witnessing any major clashes. /
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/Myopla in the Valley
g——

THE SPACE generated by New Delhi’s unilateral cease-fire in
Kashmir and the expectations of talks with leaders of the All
Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC) have exposed the first
signs of differences among the constituents of this umbrella
group. Founded at a time when the various outfits were
indulging in internecine killings, the APHC was expected to
patch up the divisions between them, making them focus on an
adversarial agenda against New Delhi. This job was so deftly
done with some help from Islamabad that even groups that had
basic differences on the nature of a solution of the Kashmir
;gsis — such as the JKLF and Hizbul Mujahideen — were

A\

liged to fall in line. Now, with the prospect of a dialogue
/ emerging on the horizon, some of the leaders are bound to
articulate their specific party positions.

However, it is impossible to miss the point that despite the
cease-fire, the foreign flank of Kashmir militancy led by
extremist groups such as Lashkar-e-Toiba, have continued to
target the security forces. These provocations might be
designed to make the forces react in a manner that could later
be portrayed as a violation of the cease-fire. Besides, a few
ampfig the Hurriyat leaders, who had initially been somewhat
refuctant to take up the cease-fire offer, are not averse to using

e foreign mercenaries or the mujahideen as a pressure group
even within the Hurriyat’s internal power politics. Indeed,
Jamait-i-Islami leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani’s insistence that
foreign militants too must play g role in/the dialogue process
in Kashmir is outrageous. \ WL /}0

His argument defining such a the basis\o an analogy
with the United States is fundamerkally flawed. For one thing,
the US position is that the two Soutk Asian neighbours should
sort out the issue on a bilateral badis, and that it would not
mediate unless asked by New Delhi and Islamabad to do so.
For another, even if there is room for facilitation of the process
with the help of a third party, such a role can hardly be played
by foreign mercenaries who have been involved in daily acts of
violence in Kashmir. Geelani’s argument also proves the hol-
lowness of the Hurriyat claim that the Kashmir issue has to be
decided by the people of the state and no one else.
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before end of Wmter session

PEACE PRAYERS: An armed policeman stands guard as Kashmiri Muslims conduct
their Friday prayers in Srinagar on Friday. — AP

Bharti Jain
NEW DELH! 15 DECEMBER

THE GOVERNMENT is

keen on announcing the

extension of its ceasefire
offer in Kashmir before the end
of the Winter session of
Parliament.

This was indicated by Union
home minister L.K. Advani dur-
ing a meeting of the consultative
committee of the home ministry
on Friday.

Mr Advani feels if the post-
ceasefire thaw persists in the
Valley, then the government
wants to announce the extension
before December 22, the last
day of the Winter session.

The ongoing peace initiative
in Jammu and Kashmir came in
for detailed discussion at
Friday’s meeting of the consul-
tative panel, which included Mr
Somnath Chattefjee, Mr Madan
Lal Khurana, Mr Viduthalai
Virumbi, Mr Ghulam Nabi
Azad, Mr G.M. Banatwalla, Mr
Jayanta Rongpi and Mr Anadi
Charan Sahu.

At the meeting, Mr Advani
said there has been a “percepti-
ble change” in the Kashmir situ-
ation after the ceasefire, He said
militants have scaled down their
operations while infiltrations

have been reduced due to drop
in Pakistani shelling.

Stating that the decision to
cease  operations  against
Kashmiri militants followed
wide-ranging discussions at the
Centre and with the Jammu and
Kashmir government, the Union
home minister said the govern-
ment was closely monitoring the
impact of the ceasefire and
“some decisions will soon be
taken to strengthen the peace
initiative”. To this, the members
agreed and called for initiation
of a political dialogue on
Kashmir as a follow-up to the
ceasefire.

However, the consultative
panel members insisted that not
only the Hurriyat, but also the
other parties in Jammu and
Kashmir, be it the political par-
ties, representatives from
Jammu and Ladakh, or other
groups, be involved in the dia-
logue with the Centre.

The other issues discussed at
today’s meeting were the law
and order situation in the north-
east with special reference to
the string of massacres of Hindi-
speaking people in Assam and
the militant activities of the
Kamtapuri Liberation
Organisation (KLO) in north

Bengal,

The members expressed
concern at the targeted killings
in Assam but agreed that they
reflected the frustration in the
Ulfa cadres. They demanded *a
proper initiative to enlist the
people’s support to put an end to
such violence,” even as an MP
from Assam demanded a white
paper on the accords signed in
the north-east and the status of
their  implementation. Mr
Advani, on his part, informed
the consultative panel that a
high-level meeting had been
convened by him on Assam and
a decision taken to send addi-
tional Central forces.

CPI(M) member Somn";x

Chatterjee also raised t
Kamtapuri agitation issue dur-
ing the meeting. He said the
KLO, militant wing of the
Kamtapuri People’s Party that is
demanding a separate state of
Kamtapur comprising parts of
North Bengal and Assam, had
become very active of late and
its cadres were being trained by
Ulfa. To his request that deploy-
ment of forces in parts of North
Bengal be continued to tackle
the Kamtapuri agitation, Mr
Advani assured that the neces-
sary steps were being taken.

e

AYAY




“Pecisions soon to strengthen peace in J&K’

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 15. The Union
Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
today expressed the hope that
some decisions would be taken
soon to strengthen the peace ini-
tiative in Jammu and Kashmir.

Maintaining that there was a
perceptible change in the situa-
tion in the State after the Prime
Minister’s ceasefire announce-
ment last month, Mr. Advani said
militant activities had declined
and infiltration from across the
border had come down.

Briefing MPs at a meeting of the
Consultative Committee of the
Home Ministry, Mr. Advani said:

“Militancy in Jammu and Kash-
mir is essentially a proxy war in-
cited by our neighbour and it is
not indigenous. Therefore, the
Ramzan ceasefire is another op-
portunity for Pakistan to take pos-
itive steps so that peace talks
could be considered.’
X0\

The Government was monitor-
ing the situation in the State, he
said and hoped some decisions
would be taken soon. \ \

Members cutting across\party
lines appreciated the Gdvern-
ment’s move to give another op-
portunity to the militant groups
in the State to help usher in

peace. On the North-East situa-
tion, some members mentioned
the killings of non-Assamese peo-

_ple by the ULFA in Assam and

said people were fed up with mil-
itancy. Demanding an initiative to
enlist people’s support to end the
violence, they felt that the recent
killings only reflected the frustra-
tion and desperation in the ULFA.

7 Advani said the Govern-
ent had reviewed the situation
in Assam at a high-level meeting
convened by his Ministry and at-
tended by the Defence Minister,
the State Governor, the Army
Chief and the Assam Chief Minis-
ter. Additional security forces had
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deployed in the State.

Another move: Farooq
PTI reports from Jammu:

The Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah,
has said that the unilateral Ram-
zan ceasefire announced by the
Prime Minister would be followed
by a second move in pursuit of
peace. A dialogue with Pakistan in
the wake of the ceasefire was wel-
come but no solution should be
expected within days as “the is-
sues of 52 years are too compli-
cated to be untangled so soon,;
he said at a function organised b
the Kashmir foundation for peace
and developmental studies here

~
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NEw DELMI, DEC. 16. The Government has no
problem'if some of the Hurriyat leaders want
to travel to Pakistan, according to responsible
sources in the Vajpayee administration. It is
pointed out by these sources that at least two
the APHC leaders, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and
Mr. Abbas Ansari, have travel documents, and
even Mr. Abdul Gani Lone’s Pakistan-travel
documents are valid for three months. “If
these people want to go to Pakistan, nobody is
preventing them,"” the sources said.

However, what is not acceptable is the Hur-
riyat leaders wanting to go to Pakistan to bro-
ker a peace between New Delhi and
Islamabad, or being allowed to go because Pa-
kistan chooses to anoint the APHC as the “‘rec-
ognized’” Kashmir group.

At the same time, the Government is aware
that the Hurriyat leaders themselves are not
very keen on travelling to Pakistan. For exam-
ple, Prof. Abdul Gani Bhatt, Hurriyat Chair-
man, is reported to have informed some of his
unofficial interlocutors that the APHC leaders

had done some plain-talking when they re-
cently met the Pakistani High Commissioner
here. Prof. Bhatt is believed to have told the
diplomat that there would be little point in
them going to Pakistan because ‘‘Islamabad
would not do what the Hurriyat will want it to
do, and Hurriyat would not do what Islama-
bad will want it to do.”

APHC stance crucial

In fact, the official sources suggest that the
APHC can create congenial conditions for a
dialogue between India and Pakistan by tak-
ing a responsible and independent stance in
its executive meeting, scheduled for Sunday.
The Hurriyat stance would be one of the ele-
ments that could determine the Vajpayee
Government’s decision to enter into a dia-
logue with Gen. Pervez Musharraf.

The sources point out a slight change in the
Government’s formulation, as spelled out by
the Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
yesterday at the Consultative Committee of
the Home Ministry. Mr. Advani, it is pointed
out, has opened a possibility by talking of “the

yat Ieaders can travel to Pak ’

Centre’s preparedness to talk to Pakistan if the
violence ended or was reduced drastically.”
The insistence on an end to cross-border vio-
lence no more seems to be complete and total.

The Vajpayee Government seems to have
overcome its inhibition about talking to a mil-
itary regime. ‘“We have dealt with military re-
gimes before, and a general saheb in
Islamabad is no novelty for us,” the argument
goes. What has inhibited the dialogue is cross-
border violence.

It is recalled that a few days before he was
ousted Mr. Nawaz Sharif called up Mr. Vaj-
payee to congratulate him on the election vic-
tory and invited the latter to resume the
“Lahore process”; and, in his reply, Mr. Vaj-
payee, it is pointed out had drawn Mr. Sharif’s
attention to cross-border violence.

For now, before it decides whether the time
is ripe for a dialogue with Pakistan, New Delhi
would also want to understand for itself how
the military regime tackles the challenge from
the fundamentalist forces in the post-Nawaz
Sharif exile phase.

Bhat's warning: Page 8
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hOlg ‘Iw@lcial |
meet today
on strategy

BY SEEMA MUSTAFA '>, ga

New Delhi, Dec. 16: The execu-
tive committee of the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference is sched-
‘'uled to meet at Srinagar on
Sunday to take stock of the situ-
| ation arising out of the Vajpayee
government’s rejection of tripar-
| tite talks on Kashmir at this
stage.

The leaders, who had been
camping in New Detlhi for sever-
al days, have finally left to take
what they all said would be a
“common stand” on the dispute.

Hardliner Ali Shah Geelani of
the Jamaat-e-Islami 1s not
‘against a dialogue with Delhi,
but is only worried about the sin-
cerity, or otherwise, of the gov-
ernment. Hurriyat sources insist-
ed he was not going to part ways
with the APHC but would use
the meeting to insist on caution-
and a certain degree of wariness
in dealing with the government.
Mr Geelani has been visibly
upset about what is seen by his
organisation as a “clean chit”
being given by some APHC
leaders to the government.

.~ 4Sources said he has not been
ipportive of JKLF leader Yasin
alik, ~who had reportedly
escribed Prime Minister Atal.
Behari Vajpayee in “glowing”
terms at the last Hurriyat execu-
tive meeting. In fact, Mr Geelani
commented sarcastically about
“certain  leaders’™ favourable
description of the  Prime
Minister while speaking to The
Asian Age during a recent visit
% Turn to Page 2

———
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Stici ttacky
by Lashkar
kills 2 jawans

Jammu, Dec. 16: Two soldiers
were killed and three others
wounded in a suicide attack
mounted by militants on an
Army camp in the frontier
region of Mendhar, in Poonch
district, early on Saturday
morning. :

According to official sources,
two militants on a suicide mis-
sion sneaked into the Army
camp at Mendhar around 2.30
am and started firing indis-
criminately at the soldiers
inside the camp, killing two
of them on the spot and
wounding three others.

The soldiers returned fire
but the militants managed to
escape. Search operations fol- .
lowed but yielded no results.

The Lashkar-e-Tayyaba has
claimed responsibility for the
attack. A Lashkar spokesman
of the group told reporters on
telephone that his group’s
activists were responsible for
the action against the security
forces. He claimed that the
two activists, Abu Sayaad and
Abu Rizwan, had come out
safely after inflicting casual-
ties on Army personnel. Ac-
# Turn to Page 2

Hurriyat meet

B Continued from Page 1

to New Delhi. He is also reported 1o be a little unhappy with Mr Abdul
Ghani Lone’s uncritical endorsement of the government position while
in Pakistan to attend his son’s wedding. .

Mr Lone made it very clear before leaving for Srinagar that there would
be no split in the Hurriyat and the final decision taken at the meeting
would be by consensus. Mr Malik was also adamant on this. saying he
would not like to give his personal view as it was important that the final
view was that of the APHC in its entirety. He did not expect any falling
out, maintaining that the executive members would tide over their differ-
ences to take a holistic view of the situation.

_ The final resolution is expected to ensure that the ball is now seen to be
in New Delhi’s court and to call upon the government to spell out details
of the peace process immediately. The APHC leaders were all agreed”
that the people of Kashmir are in no mood to wait indefinitely and
was tmperative for the cgasefire call to be fpllowed
gramme of peace. B )

The resolution will also reject New Delhi’s fethsal ‘o held tripartite
talks with the APHC reiterating its long-standing ppsition that a final set-
tlement can be possible only with a trilateral di logue invalving Pak-
istan. The details, all leaders, including Mr Geelanj, had agreed, could be
worked out with the first stage involving only Delhi and the Kashmiri
representatives if this was felt necessary. The final wording of the reso-
lution will depend largely on which group — moderate or hardline —
holds sway over this particular meeting. o :

Sources admitted that while the APHC was not expected to take any
hard, irretractable position, it could pass a resolution insisting on a time
frame and specific terms of action from the government. These modali-
ties will be worked out at Sunday’s meeting, which is scheduled to begin
in the afternoon. Significantly, Pakistan has been restraining the Hurriy-
at from taking any extreme position and to keep the doors open for a dia-
logue. Pakistan high commissioner to India Qazi Ashraf Jahangir has
been playing a very active role and has had

( several meetings with the .
APHC leaders during their stay in New Delhi. e %

Eand sad
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Hurriyat leaders ready for talks

%\Q/\ By Shujaat Bukhari 9~ ‘06 h\/\
JAMMU, DEC. 17. The All Party Hurriyat Conference,
reiterating its stand on ceasefire, today swore by
unity and said it would join any of the comprehen-
sive, meaningful and result-oriented political pr
ess aimed at finding a permanent solution
Kashmir issue.

“If the announcement is in tun Vﬁl peace, pros-
perity, restoration of good neighbourly relations and
serious efforts devoid of traditionallpolitics are made
to resolve the issue, it reflects the positive change in
the thinking of Indian leadership,” a statement is-
sued after the meeting of the APHC executive, which
witnessed clashes between supporters of the pro-
independence JKLF and the pro-Pakistani groups,
said. At least six persons were injured when police
intervened to quell the clashes which erupted soon
after the meeting ended.

Reports said that though the meeting ended on a
positive note with all the seven members agreeing to
what was said in response to the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s ceasefire announcement on
November 21, the rival supporters took to sloganeer-
ing, leading to scuffle. While pro- Pakistan support-

the

| ers raised slogans like ‘‘Pakistan Zindabad”, those

from the JKLF responded with “Kashmir Banega
Khudmukhtar (Kashmir will be independent)”. Ini-
tially, the sloganeering was confined to the APHC
headquarters at Rajbagh, but both the groups later
came on the street and indulged in fist-fighting. Po-
lice intervened and resorted to baton charging. The
SSP, Srinagar, Dr. B. Srinivas, confirmed that police

had to intervene in order to maintain law and order.
One supporter of Mr. Mohammed Yaseen Malik was
injured in the clash, he said and denied that any of
them was arrested. The Hurriyat spokesman, how-
ever, was silent on this development.

The pro-Pakistan groups which are in Hurriyat
include the Jamat-e-Islami, People’s League, Islamic
Student’s League and the Muslim League.

Earlier, the APHC spokesman, Sheikh Abdur Rash-
eed, read out a statement after the meeting chaired
by its chairman, Prof. Abdul Gani Butt, and attended
by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, Syed Ali Geelani, Mr. Ab-
dul Gani Lone, Mr. Mohammad Yaseen Malik,
Moulvi Abbas Ansari and Sheikh Abdul Aziz. He said
that the latest situation arising out of the ceasefire
and maximum restrain announcement by India and
Pakistap was discussed.

The Hurriyat understands that besides holding a
dialogue with the Indian and Pakistani Govern-
ments, its leadership should also be given a chance
to interact with militant leaders so that this process
is made meaningful. But no formal request was
made to theé Government for allowing the leaders to
visit Pakistan.

Some leaders may be allowed
PTI reports:

The Centre is likely to allow some of the repre-
sentatives of the 23-party conglomerate to travel to
Pakistan.The statement of the executive council of
the Hurriyat Conference after its meeting in Srinagar
today welcoming the ceasefire was seen as a positive
development, informed sources said here tonight.

THE i iINDU
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/ﬁarriyat meet

Arun Joshi
Jammu, December 18

DIFFERENCES WITHIN the All
Parties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) are apparent despite its
assertions to the contrary after
Sunday's inconclusive meeting.
The Hurriyat has neither said
anything regarding bilateral dia-
logue with the Centre nor pro-
posed a team that would visit
Pakistan. If:is not yet clear what it
wants to aghieve - peace or a last-
ing solution .0 Kashmir crisis?
The Conference has deferred all
these sensitive issues to its
Thursday meeting. The fact that
this was first postponed to Tuesday
and then to Thursday makes it
obvious that the APHC is trying to
gain: time and cool the tempers

ui-!

that had rtmhth‘ ot Sunday.

The differeqces within APHC
threaten to snpwball into a major
crisis, as Jama#-i-Islami ideologue

Syed Ali Shah Geelani is under-

stood to be working on his inde-
pendent strategy: to 'honour the
sacrifices made by the youth of
Kashmir',

His strategy appears to be to
show that he is committed to the
cause of Kashmir and to expose all
those who, according to him, are
compromising on the basic agenda
of the APHC.

If Geelani's isolation within the
Hurriyat Conference is his weak-
ness, it is also his strength. It is
seen as a weakness because he is
unable to enlist support of his
other colleagues within the seces-
sionist conglomerate. This percep-

on li%s/[)ut off

tion has deepened because a sec-
tion of Jamait-i-Islami, which he
represents within the Hurriyat
Conference, is against his hard-
line approach.

The section led by Kashmir's
Jamait chief Ghulam Mohammad
Bhat, currently waiting in Delhi to
fly out to Saudi Arabia, is in favour
of talks, irrespective of whether
they are bilateral and within the
Indian Constitution of India.

Geelani, however, is uncompro\
mising on these matters. Geelani
draws his strength from those hard
liners who believe that peace
should come with honour.

They are waiting for the things to
crystallise so that they can float a
separate forum to continue with
what they call their struggle for the
people of Jammu and Kashmir.

AT
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By Our Special Gorrespondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. Ahead of a
meeting of the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security Affairs expected
later this month to review the cur-
rent ceasefire in Jammu and
Kashmir and decide whether to
extend it or not, an informal
meeting was convened by the
Prime Minister today where the
issue is believed to have been dis-
cussed.

Today’s meeting was attended
by the Home Minister, Mr. LK.
Advani, the Defence Minister, Mr.
George Fernandes, the National
Security Adviser and Prime Minis-
ter’s Principal Secretary, Mr. Bra-
jesh Mishra, and the Army chief,
General S. Padmanabhan.

Official sources described the
meeting as informal, but what has
been indicated by Mr. Advani ear-
lier was that a full-fledged meet-
ing of the Cabinet Committee on
Security Affairs would meet be-
fore the end of Ramzan later this
month when the unilateral cease-
fire announced by India ends.

Indications are that the Gov-
ernment would like to extend the
ceasefire and give some more
time for a more conducive atmo-
sphere to prevail in the Valley in
which meaningful talks could

take place. In fact, government
sources have indicated that if the
situation proceeds positively, as it
has been doing so far, the Prime
Minister may even make a state-
ment in Parliament before the
winter session ends on December
22.

BJP terms Hurriyat

stance ‘good sign’
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 18. The Bharatiya
Janata Party today described the
Hurriyat stance welcoming the
ceasefire initiative and expressing
its readiness for talks as a “‘good
sign” which “‘could lead to peace
in the Kashmir Valley”.

But the party noted that even
in the last few days some inno-
cent lives of civilians had been
lost, our security forces had been
attacked in Jammu and Kashmir,
and activities of the Pakistan in-
telligence agency, the ISI, had
spread in the Northeast and else-
where.

Mr. Vijay Kumar Malhotra, par-
ty spokesperson, said it would
seem ‘‘Pakistan is not yet ready to
end the proxy war” it had been
waging against India for more
than a decade.

-

«PM reviews J&K ceasefire

There could be no meaningful

talks ‘“‘unless Pakistan stops
cross-border terrorism, winds up
the training camps for militants
being run in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, and stops ISI activities
in India,” Mr. Malhotra said.
" “We want peace” he empha-
sised adding that the BJP fully en-
dorsed and approved the view of
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee. But for peace to
have a chance, Pakistan would
have to create the “right condi-
tions” for talks.

The Hurriyat leadership had
shown its readiness for talks, but
it was for the Government to re-
ach a conclusion when and if con-
ditions for a serious dialogue were
ripe.

Pakistan would have to mend
its ways, and as conditions exist
“‘the question of talks with Pakis-
tan does not arise’’, Mr. Malhotra
said.

Questioned on the BJP’s views
on the Shiv Sena chief, Mr. Bal
Thackeray’s suggestion that Mus-
lims be disenfranchised to end
votebank politics, Mr. Malhotra
said he had not seen the state-
ment and therefore was unable to
condemn it.

As for the controversy generat-
ed by the remarks of Cabinet Min-

THE HINDU
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isters, Mr. LK. Advani and Ms.
Uma Bharti, on the functioning of
the CBI, Mr. Mathotra pointed out
that Mr. Advani had denied mak-
ing any comments and if Ms. Bha-
rati had said something, the press
should get a clarification from
her.

The “Government will not
withdraw the cases (against the
three Ministers in the Babri Mas-
jid demolition .case), for if it had
wanted to do this, it would have
done it by now,” Mr. Malhotra
added. This despite the fact that
the Prime Minister thought the
charges brought against them by
the CBI (which functions under
him) were ‘‘against the establish-
ed facts (of the case).”

Hurriyat meet

PTI reports from Srinagar:

The Hurriyat Conference today
said that its seven- member exec-
utive council would resume its
meeting on Thursday. Yesterday’s
stormy meeting was followed by a
factional feud. But the Hurriyat
Conference chairman, Prof. Ab-
dul Ghani Bhat, termed it as
“small incident” and said: “the

Hurriyat is united and strong and -

there are no differences among its
leadership”.
Hizb denial: Page 14
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THE GOVERNMENT OF India’s decision to ex-
tend the unilateral ceasefire in Jammu and Kash-
mir by one month, up to January 26, 2001, is a
welcome development, made possible by a per-
ceptible reduction in the scale of terrorist vio-
lence as also in cross-border firing and
infiltration. The limited ceasefire initiative an-
nounced by the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, on November 19, to be in operation
during the month of Ramzan — seemed to be
shaky initially, what with sections of the All-Par-
ty Hurriyat Conference sending conflicting sig-
nals and the pro-Pakistan militant groups, like
the Laskhar-e-Taiba and the Harkat-ul-Mujahi-
deen, threatening to scuttle the peace endeav-
our. It is to the credit of the security forces and
the peace-craving people of the State that, de-
spite provocative attacks by these terrorist ele-
ments on soft targets and the security forces, the
ceasefire could hold. To a considerable extent,
Pakistan’s response by way of exercising ‘‘maxi-
mum restraint” along the Line of Control —
even if under international pressure stemming
from the all-round appreciation India’s Ramzan
initiative had received — has contributed to the
improved situation on the ground. And this is
apparent from the statement Mr. Vajpayee made
in Parliament on Wednesday announcing the ex-
tension of ceasefire, where he acknowledged a
“marked improvement” in incidents of ex-
change of fire and the prevalence of “relative
peace’’ along the LoC.

What is profoundly significant, albeit im-
plicit, in the Prime Minister’s statement is the
recognition of the intrinsic link between the
search for an enduring solution to the vexatious
Kashmir problem and a substantive engagement
with Pakistan. While reiterating New Delhi's
commitment to the Shimla Agreement and the
Lahore Declaration, he said the Government
would “initiate exploratory steps’ as are consid-
ered necessary, ‘‘so that the composite dialogue
process’’ between India and Pakistan could be

/resumed. I along, the Vajpayee regime had

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2000

A WELCOME MOVE 0"\

been maintaining that insurgency in Kashmir
was an issue strictly between the Indian state
and some ‘misguided’ elements in the Valley
and, for that reason, any peace effort would nec-
essarily have to involve only such militant
groups, implying there is no role for Pakistan.
Given this context, Mr. Vajpayee’s declared com-
mitment ‘‘as the initiator of the dialogue process
with Pakistan” marks a distinct and salutary atti-

tudinal shift, which if sustained and pursued in,

all seriousness, could well make for a break
through. At this stage, however, optirngism has fo
be tempered with caution.

!

Basically, ‘ceasefire’ is an opportunity to
build trust among the adversaries and ckeate an
atmosphere conducive to the initiation\of the
dispute-resolving process. Making it hold for a
long enough period is undoubtedly a far more
complicated and trickier task where the militant
elements constitute an amorphous lot working
independently and at cross purposes, as in Jam-
mu and Kashmir. Even the APHC, which is rec-
ognised by Pakistan as a true representative of
the Kashmiris, seems to be riven by serious dif-
ferences at the leadership level — not surprising
perhaps for an umbrella outfit encompassing as
many as 23 groups, some pro-independence and
others pro-Pakistan. There are, of course, the
mainstream political parties like the National
Conference which cannot obviously be shut out
of any negotiation process. Considering that the
current ceasefire initiative has come at a time
when the people are longing for peace and at
least many of the militant groups have turned
pragmatic, no effort should be spared to make a
success of it. Complex as any dialogue process is,
it could undergo changes at different stages, but
one has to be absolutely firm about what is
sought to be achieved, and this has necessarily
to be a solution that fulfils the aspirations of the
people in regard to political empowerment,
peace and development. Above all, the principal
interlocutors should be unflinching in their
commitment to that objective.




autious but keen on progress, Delhi wants ;zy in team §e;1€/ct10n

Srinagar, Dec. 21: The sepa-
ratist All Party Hurriyat Con-
ference decided today to send
a delegation to Islamabad for
talks with the Pakistani gov-
ernment and leaders of mili-
tant groups active in Kashmir.

“If the Indian government is-
sues us the travel documents and
clears our visit, the delegation
will leave for Pakistan on Janu-
ary 15,” Hurriyat chairman
Abdul Gani Bhat said.

In Delhi, the government re-
acted cautiously, saying an official
response would be given tomor-
row, but there were indications
that at least some of the Hurriyat
leaders would be allowed to go.

“After all, the government is
serious about the ceasefire and
talks with Pakistan. It will be an
inch-by-inch process and giving
permission to Hurriyat leaders
will form part of that process,” an
official said.

The decision to send the dele-
gation to Pakistan was taken after
a seven-hour meeting, which was
attended by all Hurriyat executive
members. The meeting was held
at the residence of former chair-
man Moulvi Omar Farooq.

In a statement after the meet-
ing, the Hurriyat said: “The cease-
fire extension by the government
of India and the withdrawal of
troops to barracks from the Line
of Control are praiseworthy.”

“This is a positive develop-
ment, which will finally lead to
the resolution of the Kashmir dis-
pute,” the statement in Urdu said.

The Hurriyat said: “The pur-
pose of our visit to Pakistan is to
initiate the political process by
holding discussions with leaders
of various militant groups active
in Kashmir.”

Hurriyat S
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Bhat said the executive would
finalise the names of the memb-
ers to visit Pakistan. “The execu-
tive will meet in the second week
of next month to finalise the na-
mes and other details of the visit.”

The government will want to
have a say in the composition of
the team and is likely to insist on
having Bhat, Abdul Ghani Lone
and Yasin Malik, who form the
moderate core of the Kashmiri
leadership. But in the continuing
season of goodwil ‘gestures, it
a pro-Pakistan

&8

The Hurriyat leaders after the meeting in Srinagar. (Reuters)

1ani to be part of the team.

By setting a date for travelling
to Pakistan, the Hurriyat has giv-
en enough time to the Centre to
take a favourable view. Prime Mi-
nister A.B. Vajpayee has already
been on record saying that the
government would consider any
request to visit Pakistan.

During its stay, if allowed by
the Centre, delegation members
will meet “government people,
leaders of various religious grou-
ps, human rights activists” and
“our boys with guns”, Bhat said.

“We will try to convince them
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about solving the problem politi-
cally,” he said and hastened to add:

“Their  apprehensions are
grounded in history. Their appre-
hensions are to be dispelled”.

“We will plead our case with
the boys in the interest of peace
and resolution of the Kashmir
problem permanently,” he said.
“We all have to make sacrifices.
India, Pakistan and the people —
all have to make sacrifices to re-
solve the dispute once for all.”

He said: “Pakistan has taken
pos1t1ve steps towards normalis-
ing the situation.” /z invoked

Pak visit date

the threat of a nuclear war, under-
lining the urgency of choosing the
“path of peace”. Bhat said “the
Hurriyat is one... there are no dif-
ferences”. “We will take this strug-
gleto itslogical conclusion.”

Combat dress sale ban

The government has banned the
manufacture and sale of combat
clothing in Srinagar following
suicide attacks by militants wear-
ing battledress, adds Reuters. The
ban will be in place for two

months,
B See Page (/
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" Hoping against hope

THE ATTEMPTS to find a solution to the Kashmir tangle
have seen so many false starts that it is difficult to be hopeful
about any new venture. The cynics will be even more doubtful
in the context of the Kargil conflict which dealt such a crucial
blow to the Lahore initiative. What is more, the number of
jehadi outfits practising terrorism in the name of Islam has
proliferated in such a manner in recent years that even the
less aggressive militant groups may feel scared about respond-
ing to the offers of peace. For instance, two shadowy organisa-
tions ~ Al Badr and Jamiatul Mujahideen — have warned
the Hurriyat Conference against pursuing what they have
described as the Indian agenda. Even if their influence is
limited, they can still cause enough trouble to create doubts

)bout the peace process. ?V 2 1/\ )
Arguably, such groups which follow only their own cognsel
will always be there. But the difficulty is that they may{also
represent the suppressed views of influential segments within
the polity and the administration. It is no secret, for instance,
that one reason why peace efforts have run into so much
difficulty is that there are elements in Pakistan who consider
the acquisition of Kashmir as the unfinished agenda of
the Partition. They also seem to regard enmity towards India
as the very raison d’etre of Pakistan. They have been relentless
in the pursuit of this hostile agenda. The involvement of
foreign, mainly Afghan, mercenaries in subversive activity
in Kashmir is another complicating factor if only because
they have little understanding of either the Kashmiri ethos or
the background of the Indo-Pakistani disagreements.

can only be a first step — and a very tentative one — on
the road to reconciliation and peace. Nevertheless, the
Vajpayee Government has shown the same broad vision in
extending it as it did when it said that the talks with the
militants need not be held within the parameters of the
Indian Constitution but within those of insaniyat (humanity).
If its latest gesture meets with a favourable response, it will
be for a combination of factors, of which the most significant
is the evident war-weariness in the Valley. In addition, Pakistan
seems to have realised that it should not compound its
diplomatic setbacks on this front by a display of stubbornness,
as it did when it made the Hizbul Mujahideen withdraw an
offer of cease-fire within days of making it. Hence, its decision
to Mg troops from the LoC, for which wintry condi-

tiogs-dlone may not be responsible.
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Clearly, therefore, the extension of the Ramzan cease-fire |




Pandits slam peac
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rocegs, say

it undermmes na 10nal secur“ty

Anll Anand \/\
New Delhi, December 21

UNHAPPY OVER the Centre's
indifference towards the minority
communities of Jammu and
Kashmir _ comprising 40 per cent
of the State's population _ the dis-
placed Kashmiri Pandit communi-
tﬁhas questioned the very basis of
the ongoing peace process.
It feels that initiative was mis-
placed and could prove detrimen-
tal to national security.

A two-day meeting of the
migrant community, which had
aligned itself firmly with the BJP

after being driven out of the
Valley, is slated to open on
December 24. The objective? To
express disagreement with the
Centre's Kashmir policy.

Planned under the acgis of the
Kashmiri Samiti, the meet is likely
to impress upon political Fames to
view the Kashmir problem in a

1sxer historic perspective and not
rush into any quick-fix solution.

Describing the national response
to the peace initiatives as "unscien-
tific," Samiti chief C L Gadoo
expressed shock that the Centre
was prepared to "appease” the gun-
totting militants at the cost of

those forced to leave their hoM
by the very same elements.

He said normaley could be
restored in the State only through
a broad-based initiative involving
various ethnic groups such as the
Kashmiri Pandits.

The meet assumes significance as
it coincides with the Government's
efforts to find a solution to the
Kashmir problem. Terming the
NDA's Kashmir policy as "shifty",
the Samiti chief declared that it
was difficult for the community to
support a process which ignored
the existence of minority groups of
the State such as Kashmiri Pandits.
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Dar offers govt ‘fullest’ helpi

' SRINAGAR, Dec. 22.

/\LA‘A\

— Hours bef e the
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba raid on the Red Foyt, the
Hizbul Mujahideen’s chief commander in
Kashmir, Mr Abdul Majid Dar, had today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

i announced “fullest cooperation” to the Centre’s

peace efforts.

In his first reaction since the 28 November
ceasefire announcement, Mr Dar — who had
announced a failed ceasefire in July — said:
“Though peace moves initiated by India and
Pakistan are not enough to resolve the
complicated Kashmir issue, Kashmiris will
extend fullest cooperation if the issue is resolved
within the framework of insaniyat (humanity).”

But soon, one of his top commanders made a
dramatic appearance at the Jamia Masjid here
to dismiss the ceasefire initiative while Hurriyat
leaders offered Friday prayers inside.

Self-styled ‘district commander’ Abdul Basit,

. armed and speaking from behind a mask, said
' the Hizb wants a peaceful end to the Kashmir

dispute, but suggested the only solution was
merger with Pakistan. He said he had come to
hear the Hurriyat leaders’ plans which were
unclear. Then he and his seven associates fired
a few shots in the air and left.

Mr Dar, though, took a much softer line, saying

the peace moves would be judged on merit, and
rigid attitudes or false prestige wouldn’t be
allowed to stand in the way.

His statement to local newspapers said that
Indian and Pakistan “feel the time has come to
find a lasting solution to the Kashmir issue”.

“The leadership of Hizbul Mujahideen on both
sides of the LoC is in constant touch with each
other and supporting or opposing the peace
moves will not be based on rigid attitude or
prestige but on merit of peace moves.

“Even as Hizb is continuing its militant
activities, we are keepmg a watch on develop-
ments and the situation” in Kashmir.

But Basit, standing before the Jamia mosque
and facing reporters, laughed off the ceasefire.
“It is not the solution to the issue,” he said. “The
Kashmir problem cannot be resolved through
ceasefires as has been witnessed in the past.”

Basit said he had come to the mosque “to listen
to what message the Hurriyat leaders would
give to the Kashmiris”.

On the Hurriyat’s plans to travel to Pakistan
next month, he said they may proceed “to hold
talks with the leaders there and explain theu
stand to the leaders of militants in Pakistan.” :
He went on to say that the Hurriyat leaders had |
not clarified whom they wanted to

talk to in
Pakistan besides the militant leadership./




_Hizb leaders dema

By Shujaat Bukhari H 9/’ ignore the Hizb. On’%ﬁ

JAMMU, DEC. 22. After a prolonged
silence over the ceasefire and its
subsequent extension, develop-
ments a group of Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen leaders appeared at the
Jamia Masjid in Srinagar today
and vowed to fight against any
“sell-out” on Kashmir. The
group’s chief commander (oper-
ations), Mr. Abdul Majid Dar,
termed the India and Pakistan
initiatives ‘“‘sincere and impor-
tant”. -

Led by the district commander,
Mr. Mujahid Basit, a group of four
gun-wielding militants appeared
in the compound of the Jamia
Masjid when the entire leadership
of Hurriyat Conference was pre-
sent there to address the congre-
gation in connection with
Jumatul Vida (last Friday of Ram-
zan). Holding a green banner
“Hizb-ul-Mujahideen zindabad”
(long live Hizb-ul-Mujahideen),
the militants briefly spoke to
mediapersons.

“We do not oppose the Hurri-
yat leaders going to Pakistan,”
said Mr. Basit adding that a cease-
fire alone would not solve the is-
sue. A meaningful dialogue had to
be initiated and any solution
must be in accordance with the
people’s wishes.

He said the Hizb was bound by
its constitution, which was for the
State’s merger with Pakistan. A
militant then fired a few shots in
the air and the group left. Later,
the Burriyat leaders in the proc-
ess of making speeches, said they
would not work towards a “sell-
out”.

In a statement, Mr. Dar said any
discussion on Kashmir could not

of the ceasefire by India nd the
subsequent withdrawal of troops
from the LoC by Pakistan, he said,
“‘these two decisions reflect the
feeling both the countries have
vis-a-vis finding a permanent so-
lution to the Kashmir dispute.”

The Hizb while continuing its
activities was keeping a close
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;6 watch over the situation, said Mr.

Dar.
‘India has to
talk to Pak.’
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 22 India has little
option but to talk to Pakistan to
resolve the Kashmir conflict, the
Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez

Abdul Baslt, “‘district commander,” of the pro-Pakistan Hizb-ul
Mujahideen, speaks to the media while one of his associates fires
in the air, outside the Jamia Mosque in Srinagar on Friday — AP
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Musharraf, has said. Talking to a
group of newspaper editors at an
Iftaar dinner he hosted last night,
Gen. Musharraf said ““India is not
sincere as it is not talking of the
settlement of the Kashmir issue
rather it wants to end tension’.

In contrast, Pakistan was keen
on resolving the long-pending
dispute through a meaningful
dialogue. “Ultimately India has to
talk to Pakistan”. To a question,
Gen. Musharraf said Pakistan’s
offer of “tripartite talks” on De-
cember 2 had made a good im-
pact on the world community. “It
has been described by the world
as a bold step and now all the
pressure is on India.” The Kargil
episode had brought Kashmir in-
to'worlfdadewh, «nd it had emerged
as the flashgjoint.

Pakistan wanted the All-Party
Hurriyat Conference to participa-
te in dialogue with India and Pa-
kistan, he said adding the APHC
team would be given a warm wel-
come here. He quoted the Indian
Army Chief as saying that the In-
dian Army was tired of the situa-
tion in Kashmir and ruled out any
threat to the nation’s security as a
result of the partial withdrawal of
troops. In a related development,
the former Finance Minister, Dr.
Mubashir Hasan, said India, Pa-
kistan and the APHC had taken
laudable steps to explore through
dialogue possibilities of bringing
peace to Kashmir. A window of
opportunity had opened for Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, Gen. Mush-
arraf and the leadership of Kash-
mir to achieve what leaders such
as Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gand-
hi, Ayub Khan and Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto could not achieve.




KAMZAN, RED FORT TORDA

(vt A slow march o sanity AN

TH% Lashkar-e-Toiba strike at the Red Fort emplasises
the continued importance of withstanding provokation
and persevering down the difficult path towards peate in
Jammu and Kashmir. It is clearly a bid to test that capacity,
and the response must be mature. No complacency but no
haste either. There will be more challenges in coming weeks.
The cautious reaction to Pakistan’s declaration that it was
pulling some of its troops away from the LoC is not difficult to
understand after Kargil had doused the sparks of Lahore. A
tactical military appreciation would point to there being little
significance to the move since the primary role of those
deployed in forward areas was to cover infiltration bids
which have currently tapered off because the passes and
routes are blocked with snow. Even then the pull-back is not
to be ignored; it confirms that India secured much diplomatic
advantage with the cessation of pro-active operations during
Ramzan, and then extending the cease-fire to Republic Day.
Pakistan could not afford to be seen as non-responsive.

For common folk, those living in the Valley particularly,
there has been some relief. Unfortunately the killings and
violence have not ended and could take a while to dwindle to
levels at which India feels it is worth reviving bilateral

negotiations. The Prime Minister did indicate that the

climate was improving. The Chief Minister of J&K was not
so sure; death still stalked the Valley and he cautioned
against undue optimism. That the problem is not restricted to
militaney was reflected in his lashing out at the All Party
Hurriyat Conference and saying that to talk to them was as
good as talking to Pakistan. For New Delhi the dilemma lies
in identifying who projects the genuine feelings of the

