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/ Ladakh Council adopts resolution
seeking separation from J&K

\0'\

\ By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JUNE 30. Close on the heels of the autono-
my resolution adopted by the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly on Monday, the Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Council (LAHDC) today adopted an-
other resolution seeking complete separation from
the State. Immediately, the Nation Conference Gov-
ernment, headed by Dr. Farooq Abdullah, described
the resolution as “‘unconstitutional and illegal.”

In a significant development, the 30-member gen-
eral council of LAHDC passed a resolution unani-
mously seeking separation from J & K in the event of
restoration of the pre-1953 position to the State. In-
terestingly, all the three members of the National
Conference (NC) on the council supported the
move. The resolution was moved by Mr. Rigzan
Spalbar, council representative from Lama Yaru
constituency and seconded by Mr. Tashi Choktan.

The resolution said “The adoption of the resolu-
tion in J & K Assembly on June 26 seeking restoration
of the pre-1953 position has come as a rude shock to
the public of Ladakh. This is mischievous and aimed
at gradual secession of the State from the Union of
India. Restoration of the pre-1953 position will not
only endanger the nation’s security and integtity but
will pose a threat to very existence of distinctive
ethnic cultural identity of Ladakhi’s, Dogris, Pandits,

Guijjar and others ethnic minorities in the State. In
the circumstances, I move the resolution demarid-
ing complete separation from J & K in the form ot a
union territory.” The Congress(l)-dominated
LAHDC has 30 members of whom four are nomi-
nated. Three members belong to the ruling NC.

Mr. K. B. Jandial, Director of Information told The
Hinduthat the resolution was not on the agenda and
the meeting was called for discussing the plan. The
Deputy Commissioner of Leh, who is also chief exec-
utive officer and secretary of LAHDC, walked out of

Jammu bandh against autonomy Page 14
Mufti's call for talks: Page 15

the meeting in protest. “It has no sanctity and is
unconstitutional and illegal. It has not been record-
ed anywhere by the CEO,” Mr. Jandial said.

The LAHDC came into existence in 1995 and is
due for elections by the end of August. The LAHDC
chairman, Mr. Thupstan Chhewang said: “We are
not against autonomy to J & K but, in that case we
want separation from the State as it will weaken the
country’s unity.” He admitted that the resolution
had not been on the agenda but the members de-
manded it. Kargil rejected the autonomous council
in 1995 and decided to be part of Kashmir. )
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~Bandh 1n Jammu, Ladakh

agamstr Lol

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE b \"

JAMMU, July 1. — Jammu
was shut down for the third
day today.

The region observed a total [
bandh, called bay the Jammu
Joint Students Federation, in &
protest against the autonomy
resolution and in support of
the region’s demand for state-
hood. The JJSF is a con-
stituent of the People’s
Initiative on Peace and Unity.

Ladakh too observed a com-
plete bandh called by the
Ladakh Buddhist Association,
demanding Union territory
status.

Various regional and national parties support-
ed the bandhs. Massive demonstrations and ral-
lies were held in the two regions.

A huge procession started from Jammu’s
Exhibition Ground shouting anti-Faroog and
anti-BJP slogans. Effigies of the chief minister
and copies of the autonomy report were burnt.
The protesters demanded immediate division of
the state into four parts, the sacking of Union
home minister Mr LK Advani and the arrest of
Dr Farooq Abdullah.

The Farooq Abdullah government today termed
the Ladalym/‘ronomous Hill Development

Dr Farooq Abdullah

autonomy resolution

Council’s resolutlk)%h-hfaueur of a

Union Territory status to Ladakh as
“lllegal”. The issue is bound to gener-
ate much heat. Ladakh has already
been witnessing strong protests
against the autonomy move.

The government spokesman said
4 the resolution was moved only after
8l the Secretary Chief Executive Officer
had left the meeting. A resolution
moved and adopted in the absence of
the Secretary CEO has no sanctity.

Addressing the rally in Jammu,
8 JJSF president Mr Rajinder Jamwal
said national parties have always
ignored the genuine aspirations of
Jammu and Ladakh regions.
Successive governments have sup-
pressed the popular voice of discontent here to
appease a section of elite Kashmiris.

In Ladakh, the LBA chief, Mr T Samphel, said
Ladakhis would continue their agitation till
their demand for Union territory status was con-
ceded. Traffic stayed off the roads and all gov-
ernment offices reported thin attendance in Leh.
Shahtoosh ban: The Cabinet has approved, in
principle, the proposal to ban shahtoosh trade.
The decision flows from the ban on the trade at
the national and international level. But the
Cabinet will request the Centre to provide a one-
time exemption for sale of shahtoosh stocks
before the ban comes into force.




Thalch\rai%e&/zlutonomy wall for PM

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, July 1. — As the
Prime Minister took the first
steps towards formulating the
Centre’s stand on Jammu and
Kashmir’s greater autonomy
demand, the BJP today stuck to
its opposition to the resolution
passed by the Assembly.

The issue will be debated but
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee rep-
ortedly said the Centre would
not accept a return to the pre-
1953 status.

A day after returning from
Europe, Mr Vajpayee went into
a huddle with Mr LK Advani to
work out the implications of

the a\tonomy demand. BJP
chief, Mr Kushabhau Thakre,
had a meeting with the two.

Mr Thakre expressed the par-
ty’s opposition to the autonomy
step and is believed to have
referred to the BJP’s campaign

Advani had been apprised of
the party line.

“This proposal is wrong and
against national interest. It
will open the way for the coun-
try’s division and would not
benefit Kashmir either.” Mr
Thakre said the

seeking aboli-

tion of Article On page 10 BJP would fight
370. Earlier this | ® Read a palm, read J&K | tooth and nail
week, he had| B Jammu, Ladakh bandh | any move to
described the R UP CM may be axed | restore the pre-
1953 status.

autonomy reso-

lution as a ‘retrograde step’.
During the two-hour meeting,
Mr Thakre said the resolution
was an invitation to another
partition. After the meeting, he
said Mr Vajpayee and Mr

Mr Thakre said the Supreme
Court, poll panel and CAG’s ju-
risdiction had been extended to
the state over five decades and
should not be reviewed. But it
was for the council of ministers

THE STATESMAN
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to take the final decision.
Farooq regret: Mr Farooq
Abdullah regretted the “propa-
ganda” on autonomy, saying
the package contained nothing
to weaken Centre-state ties.
Fears about autonomy were
based on “misgivings and lack
of appreciation of historical
facts”, he said in Srinagar
today, adds PTI. ‘

“We're not asking for the
moon. If the Centre is not
ready'to restore our eroded
autonomy. what else does it
have to offer to the people of
J&K?” he said. “I won't stay in
power even for a second if that
helps end the gun culture.”
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hree former

PMs against

dividing J&K
By Our Special Coment

NEW DELHI, juLy 1. Three former
Prime Ministers today favoured
devolution of power but strongly
opposed any move to divide Jam-
mu and Kashmir on the lines of
religion, ethnicity or language.
While Mr. L. K. Gujral suggested
that the 1975 Indira Gandhi-
Sheikh Abdullah accord be made
the basis of efforts to find a solu-
tion, Mr, V. P. Singh opposed any
unilateral move on Jammu and
Kashmir and favoured a negotiat-
ed settlement that would be bind-
ing on all concerned parties, and
Mr. S. Chandra Shekhar criticised
the Prime Minister and the Home
Minister for saying the Govern-
ment would consider the issye of .

autonomy. kl:d() i

Mr. Gujral and Mr. Singh were
the main speakers at a panelidis-
cussion on “Peaceful solutiog to
Jammu and Kashmir problein,”
organised by the Mahashhya
Bhagwan Dass Sarvodaya Trust
here, while Mr. Chandra Shekhar
delivered the inaugural address at
a seminar on national security.

Warning that the statements of
Mr. A. B. Vajpayee and Mr. L. K.
Advani on the Centre discussing
the autonomy issue would en-
courage similar demands in other
States, Mr. Chandra Shekhar said
the two leaders should have clear-
ly stated that such issues were not
negotiable. Without naming the
ruling National Democratic Alli-
ance, he said partners in a coali-
tion should speak in one voice on
important issues. Words such as
accountability, transparency and
the right to information might
sound impressive but could not
be applied to matters on national
security, he added.

Making out a strong case for
treating the present situation in
the wake of autonomy resolution
in Jammu and Kashmir as “our
internal affair”, Mr. Gujral em-
phasised that the people of Kash-
mir were as much part of Indian
democracy as anyone else.

Emphasising that Article 370,
granting special status to Jammu
and Kashmir, was a guarantee of
finality of accession of the State,
Mr. Gujral criticised the parties
who have been “‘expediency ori-
ented” towards it. While favour-
ing devolution of power to the
State, he cautioned that it should
be accompanied by safeguards
for the people. “Some institutions
like the Supreme Court and the
Election Commission are safe-
guards of the people. We have 1o
see that nobody transgresses
these institutions.”

Deriding self-proclaimed ex-
perts who carry solutions to any
problem in their pockets, Mr. V. P.
Singh favoured ‘“earnest, wide
and broad-based dialogue” to
find a solution to the problem.
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RSS rejec

Rathin Das
Koba (Gandhinagar), July

ROCEEDING ON predictable lines, the\

two-day meeting of the RSS leadership

described the autonomy resolution of the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly as fraught with
dangerous consequences.

The meeting of the RSS Akhil Bharatiya
Karyakari Mandal (All India Executive
Committee) vehemently opposed the autonomy
resolution and urged the BJP-led National

. Democratic Alliance Government to stop it
from implementation.

Briefing newspersons after the conclusion of
the meet at this village near the state capital,
Joint General Secretary Madandasji said such a
serious situation would not have arisen if
Article 370 were abrogated earlier.

He said even before the autonomy resolution,
Hindus had to leave the Valley and become
refugees in their own country. The RSS
spokesman said that the idea of two Prime

Ministers, two laws and two apex courts would
not be acceptable.

The resolution on Kashmir autonomy
observed that it would give encouraging signals
L

‘Even before the
autonomy resolution,
Hindus had to leave the
Valley and become
refugees in their own
country.’

to separatist forces in the country, especially in
the North-East. The RSS document stated that
the autonomy proposal was not acceptable to
the people of Ladakh and the Centre must
reject the resolution.
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Madandasji also said that dismissal of the
Farooq Abdullah Ministry or removal of Nat-
ional Confer-ence from the NDA were not
demanded in the resolution, but these would be
the viable options.

Besides the resolution passed on the Kashmir.
issue, a resolution was also adopted on what the
RSS called the mischievous attempts of church
leaders to defame the Hindu organisations.

It termed most of the incidents of atrocities on
Christian minorities as fake and concocted. It
said that a hue and cry over these incidents was
raised to malign the Sangh and demoralise the
Hindu society.

The RSS also wondered why the Government
had become apologetic about the reported inci-
dents of atrocities. “It is only when the victim
happens to be a Christian, the tragedy becomes
communalised,” the resolution noted.

The RSS leadership observed that the policy
of economic liberalisation had led to an
increase in the rich-poor gap apart from
increasing unemployment.



Mutonomy Bazaar,

On board prime-ministerial press conferences have their ukes.
After the rigours of a trip abroad, where the PM and the accompaky-
ing press corps have to be on their best behaviour, the face-to-face
is an excuse to unwind. The hacks are happy because a captive
PM entirely at their disposal is a rare opportunity; they can rest assured
that what they send home will hit the morrow’s headlines. In the event,
Atal Behari Vajpayee spoke about the J&K autonomy resolution
which is anyway the hottest topic currently. However, what emerges
from this on-board exercise is more confusion than clarity. On the J &
K assembly resolution, Home Minister L K Advani had said last week
that it was for Parliament to take a view. Mr Vajpayee — remember
he’s a tad out of touch with domestic politics? — makes no mention of
Parliament. Further, the prime minister insists that the resolution will
be considered only within the Indian Constitution. Tc the best of our
knowledge, nothing in the state autonomy committee report or
anything Faroog Abdullah has said till today, suggests that autonomy
means going out of the four corners of the Constitution. So why this
unrequired emphasis? There’s also some amount of hair-splitting on
what exactly Mr Abdullah told Mr Vajpayee when the former
abandoned the autonomy session in Srinagar for a quick dash to Delhi.
The prime minister submits he had no idea Mr Abdullah was going
ahead with the adoption of the resolution. Mr Abdullah, on the other
hand, has been quoted in a variety of media as afﬁrmmg that Mr
Vajpayee knew what was coming. Also that he, Farooq Abdullah, was
known to play straight — someone who doesn’t believe in fudging.

A politician who doesn’t believe in fudging? Give us a break. In fact,
the only inference all this quibbling allows is that a lot of people are
playing a lot of games. Mr Vajpayee’s problem is that he is at once party
leader and head of government. In one role, he has to appease a BJP
flock that is hostile to the idea of autonomy. In the second, he has to
cast himself in the mould of statesman: reasonable and willing to go the
extra mile. Mr Abdullah is in a similar bind. He upped the autonomy
ante in response to his MLAs. Besides, he knew autonomy was his only
weapon against talks between the Centre and the Hurriyat. Having
taken the plunge, however, he would rather the ball stayed in
centre-court. That way he can tell the people of the Valley that he did
his best for them, and yet try and avoid the prospect of Jammu and
Ladakh seceding from Kashmir on the question of autonomy. Indeed,
following the autonomy moves, the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Devel-
opment Council has formally demanded separation from the state.
Unfortunately, in all this mess, it is the people of J & K who once again
look like being taken for a ride. Autonomy, separation, azadi, these
buzz words have been bandied about so much and in so many different
;gl soon they will cease to have any meaning. The more our

politiefans put off attending to the fundamental problem of alienation,
ciallyin the Valley, the more likely a solution will elude them.
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secession

Our Political Bureau Q,LG
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]'AMMU & KASHMIR chief

minister Farooq Abdullah
continued to come under

attack over the autonomy issue

although he clarified that the res-
olution of the Assembly was not
the first step towards secession of
the state.

Mr  Abdullah said 1in
Coimbatore that the accession of
J&K to India was “final and irre-
vocable” and called for building a
consensus on the autonomy issue.
“We do not want to secede from
India and we are not for any con-
frontation with the Centre on the
autonomy issue,” he told
reporters.

He sought to play down the
radical nature of the resolution
by making it appear as just anoth-
er demand from states for more
powers and a “true” federal
structure.

The clarification did not save
him from fresh attacks. The
Congress said that it was against
even a Parliament discussion on
the resolution. At the other end of
the political spectrum, the RSS

i accused the National Conference

government of working for seces-
sion. It called upon the Centre to
be ready to take all necessary mea-
sures, including dismissal of the
Abdullah government, for thwart-
ing his plan. RSS, which debated
the matter at a meeting of its key
decision-making body at
Gandhinagar, took the view that
the situation was not such as to

" warrant the use of Article 356

straightway.

Mr Abdullah was unlikely to
get support even from the regional
parties that have traditionally
been in the forefront of the
“power to the states” campaign.
Today, almost all of them — Akali
Dal, DMK, TDP and MDMK —
said they disagreed with the con-
tent of the resolution.

clax

-

Farooq: Playing defensive

The government itself has
taken a lot of flak from the
Opposition. On Saturday, three
former Prime Ministers — Mr
Chandrasekhar, Mr V.P. Singh
and Mr LK. Gujral — chose a sem-
inar to accuse the government of
being indulgent towards the
Abdullah government.

The attacks are umlikely to
cease since the government cannot
turn down the demand for autono-
my outright. Although the fate of
the resolution is sealed, the gov-
ernment has to put up a show of
reasonableness. It is aware that
the support it has lately been get-
ting from influential capitals in the
dispute with Pakistan has a string
attached to it. The solidarity with
India over the question of terror-
ism is premised on the expectation
that New Delhi would take steps to
redress the grievances of
Kashmiris, particularly the
Muslim population in the Valley.

The West, over the past one
year or so, starting from the
aggression in Kargil, has become
more cognisant of Pakistan’s role
in fomenting secessionism in the
name of Jihad. But it is also aware
of the domestic dimension —
namely, the aspirations for auton-
omy. This makes it difficult for the

Resolution not a first step to
\ ifies Farooq

Centre to turn its face against the
resolution without making out a
case for rejecting it. A peremptory
rejection cannot bode well for the
government which says it will
engage the Hurriyat in a dialogue
— an exercise the West seems to
be looking forward to with inter-
est.

The bind the government is in
was visible on Sunday when Union
defence minister George
Fernandes refused to take a posi-
tion either way on the resolution.
Mr Fernandes was present when
the NDA units decided to reject
the resolution at a meeting here on
Saturday evening. Ministers
belonging to BJP also find them-
selves constrained to endorse the
attack on the resolution by col-
leagues in the organisation.

On Saturday, party president
Kushabhau Thakre decided to dis-
card his trade mark restraint and
reticence as he launched a
scathing attack on the Abdullah
government. Inside J&K, BIP is
spearheading an agitation against
the Abdullah government. The NC
has not concealed its suspicion
that the resolution adopted last
week by the Ladakh Autonomous
Hill Council, demanding “inde-
pendence” from Srinagar-hed
been inspired by the Centre. |

The issue has created a heayy
workload for the government. Tn
the next fortnight or so, it has to
take many crucial decisions. It is
obvious that the Cabinet will dis-
cuss the issue soon. The timing of
an all-party meeting — another
certainty — will also be decided
soon. Then there is another vital
question — should the resolution
be brought before Parliament or
tackled at the level of the Cabinet?
This is not going to be an easy deci-
sion to take. Diplomatic compul-
sions may require the government
to rationalise the inevitable rejec-
tion by blaming it upon the
“sovereign will of Parliament.”

The Economic Times
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COIMBATORE, JULY 2. “‘Kashmir’s accession. to
India is final and irrevocable,” the Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Ab-
duliah, said here today.

Answering questions on the demand for au-
tonomy, he said, ‘“we never said we want to
weaken the Central Government or that we
want to secede from India.” “We want true
federalism within the framework of the Con-
stitution and whatever we want is within the
framework of the Constitution,” He said there
was “no true federalism” in India. States must
have more powers as weak States could not
help make a strong Central Government, he

working very will in countries such as Austra-
lia, Canada and the United States. The State’s
autonomy had bden taken away 50 years ago.
“We want it restored. We have put up a docu-
ment on the autonymy before the Centre and
the time has come to discuss the issue.”

Pointing out that he was not for any con-
frontation with the Centre, he spoke in favour
of a cordial discussion. “Either we convince
you or you convince us,” he said and pleaded
for a national debate.

Asked whether he would prefer a referen-
dum on the issue, he said it was not required
at the moment adding “we have placed the
demand before the Centre. Let it discuss with

THE HINDUL
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I am not for confrontation: Farooq

By Our Special Correspondent “Q/ A said andq;é} ted out that federalism was

other parties and evolve a consensus.”

After all it was for this demand that the late
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi appointed the
Sarkaria Commission and whose report was
gathering dust, he said. To a question whether
his views would trigger similar demands from
other States, he said all the States were part of
India and none wanted to get out of it.

When pointed out that the BJP was stoutly
opposed to his demand, he said, ‘they were
never in favour of it. They wanted abrogation
of Article 370 itself.” On the resolution passed
by the Ladakh Council for secession from the
State, he said the council comprised just two
districts of which one supported autonomy.

More reports on Pages 14, 15
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/( itiate deg?te on autonom

By Quy Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, JULY 3, Tie Jammu and KaShmir’
Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullal, demand-

ed here on Monday that a national debate

should be initiated on granting at:tonomy o

the State, and added that a solutior had to be

found within the framework of the Constitu-

fion.

He told presspersons that the resolution
passed by the Jamrmu and Kashmir Assembly
in this regard was within the framework of the
Gonstitution, and it foliowed the recommen-
dations of the Sarkaria Commission. The peo-
ple of the State would not stop demanding
autonomy even if Parliament rejecied the res-
olution, he added.

Dr. Abdullah said the people aspired for au-
tonomy to the State. The successive govern-
ments at the Centre had promised more
autonomy to the State. Parliament also did so.
The promises made by the Congress(l) gov-
ernment led by Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao, and
the United Front government at the Centre
also did not materialise. The latter even in-
cluded it in its election manifesto. Once in
power, the United Front failed to fuifiil the

dr?mlse he adde(‘Hn - l

To a question about reports tha Had
raked up the demand for autonomy to pievent
talks between the Centre and the Hulrivat
leaders, he said that stich a rumour was *‘thali-
cious”, and alleged that Pakistan was supply-
ing money and arms to them. “A section of the
Huiriyal wants to give Kashmir to Pakistan.
Anotier seciicn wants complete independ-
ence from India,” he added.

Dr. Abdullah said that States should be giv-
en greater autonomy. The concept of federal-
ism with more powers to States had been
working well in the 1J.S. and Canada. ‘*‘We did
enjoy that kind of power 50 years ago. We
want that to be restored. The time has come
for a national debate on autonomy,”” he add-
ed.

Referring to the objections raised by the
Kashmiri pandits against the resolution, he
said a member of his Cabinet, who was a
member of that comumunity, had supported
the autonomy resolution.

He dismissed the criticism that the resolu-
tion was an attempt at “balkanisation” of the
country, and added that Jammu and Kashmir
waould remain a part of India. The accession

treaty between the State and India was "‘irrev-
ocable”.

Ridiculing the criticisms by the Shiva Sena |
Chief, Mr. Bal Thackeray, and the RSS against

the resolution, Dr. Abdullah said the RSS had
advocated abrogation of Article 370 of the
Constitution, and had been unleashing terror
on the minorities, particularly Muslims. He

expressed the fear that Muslims would be tar- |

geted by such groups in the wake of the reso-
fution.

Condemning cross-border terrorism, he ap-
pealed for international pressure on Pakistan
to put an end to its activities in India and
Bangladesh. He hoped that Parlian:ent would
accept the resolution, and appealed o all po-
litical parties to start a debate on the issue of
autonomy to States.

Dr. Abdullah was in Bangalore in connec-
tion with the vpening of the second branch of
the Jammu and Kashmir Bauk Limited in the
City.

A few perscens hotding black flags raised slo-
gans against 1. Abdultah soon after the func-
tion,

y: Farooq -




Govt set to reject”
J&K resolution

Farooq stl.l@

Sl

ce may derail

Vajpayee’s devolution plan

Jay Raina
New Delhi, Juy3 .

<HE VAJPAYEE Govern-

;; ment has almost made up its

% mind to reject the controver-

sial autonomy resolution that in

effective terms, seeks a wholesale

dismantling of the Constitutional

arrangement to pave the way for

restoration of the pre-1953 posi-

tion in sensitive Jammu and
Kashmir.

Amid mounting pressure from
the Sangh Parivar, including the
BJP, which feels that Dr Farooq
Abdullah was virtually demanding
a confederation of States in the
garb of greater autonomy, the
Government seems to be left with
no option except rejecting "lock,
stock and barrel” the Assembly res-
olution. Even an NDA ally, the
Janata Dal (United) today said:
"Both J&K and the country have
come a long way since the 1952
Delhi Agreement. And, the clock
cannot be turned back."

On his part, Dr Abdullah showed
no signs of relenting on the auton-
omy demand. In a strong reaction
to the RSS' tough posturing, he
termed the Sangh as anti-Muslim:
"I hope they never get a chance to
rule India as there will be no India
left."

The Chief Minister's diatribes
against the RSS would only make
things more difficult fpf Prime

Minister Atal Behefl Vajpayee,

who seems to be keen to construct
a broad-based political consensus
i on "greater” devolution of powers
to J&K without reverting to the
pre-53 status.
+But, even to make that possible,
the Centre would need adequate
time to deliberate with alliance
partners and other political forma-
tions.

Official sources said any discus-
sion on the nitty-gritty of enhanced
decentralisation would require
propitious ¢limate, ‘as opposed to
the- current, highly surcharged
atmosphere of attrition. "Such
issues require careful considera-

tion and delicate handling, which
might not be possible in the pre-
vailing situation," they explained.

The Union Cabinet, which was to
have taken up the autonomy reso-
lution this Wednesday, would now
meet on July 8, two days after the
launch of Dr Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee's centenary celebra-
tions.

The Cabinet is also likely to be
briefed by Cabinet Secretary
Prabhat Kumar on the preliminary
findings of the Committee of

“Resolution at
PM’s behest’

SAMAJWADI PARTY
dent Mulayam Singh
today alleged that the autono-
my resolution passed in the
J&K Assembly was brought at
the behest of Prime Minister
A.B. Vajpayee and Union

Home Minister L.K. Advani.
“The political ambitions of
Mr Abdullah may be the reason
behind it, but the BJP was
equally responsible for it
(autonomy resolution), which is
likely to encourage separatist
forces in the country,” he said.
UNI Lucknow

Secretarles, whlch has just started
the time-consuming exercise of
studying the autonomy report in
detail. Chaired by Mr Kumar, the
Committee of secretaries, which
met for the third time today, delib-
erated the issue for several hours.

Reliable sources said the
Committee would need to dwell
upon the subject over the next cou-
ple of months before finalising its
recommendations. In the light of
its terms of reference, the report
appeared pre-meditated.

Its mandate was "to devise mea-
sures for restoration of autonomy
consistent with the Instrument of
Accession, Constitutional order-
1950 and the supsequent Delhi
Agreement-1952",

‘Rejection by
Parliament
won’t deter us’

JAMMU AND Kashmir Chief
Minister Farooq Abdullah today
asserted that the issue over the
demand for autonomy for his state
“will not end” even if Parliament
rejected it.

“How should it matter if
Parliament rejects it? We will con-
tinue to talk about it (autonomy).
It will not end,” he said.

He said the demand was a “peo-
ple's aspiration” and it was
Parliament which promised it. “It
is not Farooq Abdullah who has
promised. It was the great leader
Nehru who piloted the bill in
Parliament (on the subject)," he
said, when asked what he would do
if Parliament rejected the Jammu
and Kashmir assembly resolution
on autonomy.

Mr Abdullah stressed that he
wanted a national debate and a
consensus on the autonomy issue
and added he respected the
Constitution of India and was for a
solution within the constitutional
framework.

Reacting to a question about
reports that he had raked up the
demand for autonomy to put a
spoke in the proposed talks
between the Centre and the
Hurriyat leaders, he said it was a
"malicious rumour".

He made a scathing attack on
Hurriyat charging that it was mere-
ly "Pakistan-made" and that its
leaders were being financed and
supplied arms by Pakistan.

“You think Hurriyat is a great
panacea to India. Part of Hurriyat
wants to give Kashmir to Pakistan.
Part of them want independence
from India. Go ahead and give
them,” he said.

“They (the Centre) must talk to
them (Hurriyat)” to make the peo-
ple of India “realise what Hurriyat
is all about,” Abdullah said.

Asked if the NC would continue
to be part of the NDA, he shot
back, “What is wrong in being in
the NDA?”

PTI, Bangaiore




ERODE MEET A ‘SAFETY VALVE’

~

BJP wants Cabinet to

reject autonomy de

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JuLY 3. The BJP has plans to counter the
‘Erode effect’ of the Marumalarchi Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam's ‘Tamil Awakening’ rally yesterday,
even as it continues to favour rejection of “autono-
my” for Jammu and Kashmir as defined by the Na-
tional Conference. Senior BJP leaders also believe
that the “autonomy” demand by Kashmir will be
rejected by the Cabinet itself, and w111 therefore not

be placed before Parliament. ? 3 K
The Cabinet meeting is likely fo be held 0 I

after which the Prime Mlmster and the Home Mmls-
ter are scheduled to address separate public meet-
ings in Calcutta and Mumbai in connection with the
birth centenary celebrations of Shyama Prasad Moo-
kerjee, founder of the Jana Sangh. The two can then
be expected to strongly denounce the NC's ““autono-
my” move.

The party has to do some balancing act to extricate
itself from a rather sticky situation. Even as its ally in
the North, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, demanded “auton-
omy”’ for Jammu and Kashmir, in the South, its al-
lies, the MDMK and the PMK, were virtually saying
the partition of Sri Lanka with a separate Tamil Ee-
lam was a historical inevitability.

Today, the BJP vice-president, Mr. Jana Krishna-
murthi, said the Kashmir Chief Minister’s concept of
“autonomy” went far beyond any accepted idea of
federalism. In fact, “‘he is confusing federalism with
confederalism.” He warned that Dr. Abdullah should
not try to be “too clever” for the people of this coun-
try would arrive at a correct assessment of the sit-

mand

uation. “We are totaliy oppis d %o the type of
autonomy demanded by the National Conference,”
the BJP leader said.

The party feels that the Centfe did not respond
immediately by rejecting the demand as it did not
seem the correct thing to do keeping in mind the fact
that the Assembly had passed the autonomy resolu-
tion. It, therefore, required a formal consideration by
the Centre. Given the stand taken by political parties
across the spectrum, there was hardly any doubt that
the idea would be rejected by the Cabinet.

As for the ‘Erode effect’, the party’s Tamil Nadu
national executive is being held in Tiruchi on July 8
and 9. At a public meeting on July 8, the BJP leaders
can be expected to “deal” with the after effects of
Erode — the attempt to make a hero of Mr. Prab-
hakaran, the main accused in the Rajiv Gandhi as-
sassination case, and the support for a Tamil Eelam.

The party’s view is that the Erode rally acted as a
safety valve and the presence of the Union Home
Minister had a sobering influence on parties all too
eager to take up the Eelam cause. From the BJP’s
point of view, a positive aspect was that the MDMK
and the PMK both reiterated that they stood with the
Centre on its Sri Lanka policy and they even lauded
the approach of the Vajpayee Government on this
sensitive issue.

Nevertheless, the party is acutely aware that it can-
not denounce autonomy in Kashmir and simultane-
ously play with secessionist politics in Sri Lanka. It
must counter the ‘Erode effect’, and the enthusiasm
for a Tamil Eelam displayed by its allies.

No to pan-Tamil ideology: Page 1//
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SCabinet decision a non-issue’

Anil Anand ‘\/\G’XU/\’)/ ‘5’%\ /)WXV"

New Delhi, July 4

THE ALL Party Hurriya}\ Conference (APHC) has
described the hullabaloo over the J&K Assembly res-
olution, which the Unjon Cabinet rejected today, as a
‘non-issue’ as far as the permanent
resolution of the Kashmir problem
was concerned.

"We in the Hutriyat attach more
significance to the
Government's approach on Kashmir and not what Dr
Farooq Abdullah does, as the people of Jammu and
Kashmir have lost trust in his Government," former
%PHC chairman Umar Farooq told The Hindustan

mes.

He said the Hurriyat was not interested in any
arrangement aimed at transfer or devolution of more
powers.

The dialogue should focus on the core issues and not
the grant of greater autonomy, which was "totally
irrelevant” in the present context,

Mr Farooq said the APHC never attached any sig-
nificance to the development as greater autonomy for
J&K was never on its agenda,

There was nothing new in the theory propounded
afresh by the Chief Minister, he remarkecf. According
to him, Kashmir's autonomy has been systematically

Hurriyat-speak
Vajpayce NN fraction of the problem”, he argued.

eroded over the years,

Responding to the Cabinet's rejection of the
Assembly resolution, Mr Farooq observed that the
Kashmiris were clamouring for a permanent solution
to the problem, which cannot be achieved through the
autonomy route. "When we speak of a solution to the
Kashmir problem, our focus is on
the entire State (including parts
under Pakistan's occupation). The

ant of autonomy touches only a

The Hurriyat leader further remarked that the
APHC would favourably respond to any uncondition-
al offer for talks by the Vajpayee Government provid-
ed the proposal reflected a genuine desire on the
Centre's Part to find a lasting solution to the festering
dispute. "It is for New Delhi to reduce its ever-grow-
ing dependence on the armed forces and create a con-
genial atmosphere for a dialogue." Mr Farooq exhort-
ed the Government to start on a positive note and
express its willingness to address the core issues of the
Kashmir problem. Such an approach would also help
the Hurriyat to convince the people of Kashmir about
the utility of engaging with the Centre. :

Meanwhile, J&K Democratic Forum chairman
Bhushan Bazaz has said that Dr Abdullah should have
taken all regions of the State into confidence befar

raking up the autonomy issue.
: A
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NEW DELHI, July 4. — The
BJP has likened Dr Farooq
Abdullah’s autonomy demand
to Pakistan’s misadventure in
Kargil. It also criticised the
J&K chief minister and his
family for holding on to power
despite failing to deliver the
goods.

Dr Abdullah would be side-
lined in national politics just
as Pakistan got isolated at the
international level after
Kargil, the BJP general secre-
tary in-charge of Jammu and
Kashmir, Mr Narendra Modi,
said.

Dr Abdullah had tried to
undermine ‘the India first spir-
it, and resorted to the autono-
my plank only to gloss over his
government’s failure to ensure
development in the state, he
added.

During 25 years of rule by Dr
Abdullah’s family, the Centre
had released Rs 1.5 lakh crore
for Jammu and Kashmir. But
the chief minister did not have
the face confront voters during
the Assembly polls next year.
This why he was raising the

said.

autonomy demand, Mr Modi

want to be the sold champions
of Jammu and \Kashmir.
Therefore, he canno} accept a
rival power centre,” he said.
Once, the J&K chief minister
dear to the whole nation — he
worked with leaders from all
political parties — the

Mr Farooq Abdullah

Congress, the BJP, the Left
and the Janata Dal. But his
demand for greater autonomy,
would leave him isolated. Even
VP Singh had opposed hlS
demand, Mr Modi said.

Dr Abdullah’s claim that he
could have been Prime

BJP likens autonomy demand
to Pak’s Kargll musadventure

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE gi % “ %Abdullah an\{l his family

Minister had he been in
Pakistan and his warning
“don’t push me to the walil”
would see him forfeit the
respect he used to command,
Mr Modi said.

The BJP leader criticised the
way the autonomy resolution
was piloted in the Assembly,
and said the chief minister had
begun talking about the auton-
omy report only when he was
cornered by his political oppo-
nents on lack of development in
the state.

When the report was first
placed during the budget ses-
sion, 22 MLAs from the region,
including some from the
National Conference, opposed
the move. Dr Abdullah then

. had to convene a special ses-

sion of - the Assembly in
Srinagar and issue a whip,
though the National Confe-
rence enjoyed a two-thirds
majority in the House. This
was gross abuse of arithmetic,
he said.

This reflected the chief minis-
ter’s shortsightedness. He
should have realised that the
autonomy resolution was
against the will of the people of
Ladakh, Jammu and even
Srinagar, Mr Modi said.

THE STATESM. "/




BJP: National consensus for
rejecting autonomy ‘d@%g@nd _

ful” purpose would have ‘_‘:tsoon.auc( i
delaying announcement of ‘'t r€alised that
the demand.

auteno §emand, there was no need(for

HT Correspondent
any debal¢ in Parliament on the issue," a

New Delhi, July 4

WO

party leader said.

THE BJP today expressed satisfaction at

the Union Cabinet's rejection of the
autonomy resolution of the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly, saying there
was virtually a consensus in opposing
the return of pre-1953 status for the
State.

"We welcome the Cabinet's decision
to reject the demand as it will put an
immediate stop to similar demands
from other quarters and check fissi-
parous tendencies," BIJP vice-presi-

. dent J P Mathur said.

He said the Cabinet's rejection of

the autonomy demand did not bar a

Prime Minister A B Vajpayee's decision

‘Autonomy is balkanisation’

WELCOMING THE Cabinet's decision, BJP pres-
ident Kushabhau Thakre on Tuesday said the
Autonomy Resolution, if accepted, had the danger-
ous potential of sowing the seed of secessionism
and ultimate balkanisation of the country.

In a statement here, he said the Indian
Constitution strikes a right balance between

regional aspirations and national integrity.
HTC, New Delhi

& the benefjzs of |
Some BIP officials said equeﬂ\}
taken by the party a

separate discussion across the country on
devolution of powers for all the States.

A number of senior BJP leaders said the
Cabinet's decision without any further

to summon the Cabinet without any fur-
ther time-lapse drew support from many
hard-line BIP leaders, who were upset
that the Government had quickly rejected

delay had prevenged the opening up of a
Pandora’s bo; ith most other parties
including Congress opposed to the

the demand.
They said since the Government's
options on the issue were limited, no gain-
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Yoices from Kashmir

Autonomy is the Answe

HE performance has been

masterly. With the J&K leg-
islative assembly as his prop, and
a return to the pre-1952 status as
his demand, Farooq Abdullah
has taken the debate in Kashmir
back from the proponents of azadi
to the issue of autonomy. In the
process, he has drawn a Lakshman
rekha that both the Hurriyat
and the Union government will
find difficult to cross.

Kashmiri members were part of
the constituent assembly that
drafted the Indian Constitution
that came into force in 1950. Its Ar-
ticle I declared the state an integral
part of the Indian Union, though a
temporary Article 370 conferred
upon it a special status that was to
be there till the state created its
own constitution and assembly to
legally define its relationship with
the Union. At this time, the powers
of the Indian Union in Jammu and
Kashmir were limited to defence,
external affairs, and communica-
tions. The state was ruled by an in-
terim government of which the
Sheikh was the Prime Minister and
the Prince-regent Karan Singh the
Sadr-e-Riyasat or head of state.

In 1951, elections were held to
create an assembly to evolve a
constitution for Jammu and
Kashmir. Even as this constituent
assembly was underway, New
Delhi decided to clarify its
relations with Kashmir. A delega-
tion headed by Mirza Afzal Beg,
including D P Dhar and Syed Mir
Qasim arrived in Delhi and had
intense talks with the Indian gov-
ernment. Later, Sheikh Abdullah
joined his team and Pandit Nehru
invited members of the opposition
to participate in the talks.

The result was the Delhi agree-
ment of July 24, 1952. The agree-
ment enshrined the unique rela-
tionship of the state with the Indi-
an Union and the exceptional
powers its legislature had in com-
parison to those of other Indian
states. The power of the President
to declare emergency in the state
could only be exercised at the re-
quest of, or in concurrence with,
the legislature. The head of the
state would be called the Sadr-e-
Riyasat who would be nominated
by the President only after a
recommendation of the legislative
assembly. Several other privileges
of the state were yet to be defined
since the state had not yet worked
out its constitution.

‘Within a year, however, Ne.

By MANOJ JOSHI

and Abdullah fell out. Many
Indian political leaders including
Panditji and Maulana Azad began
to believe that the Sheikh was
working on his own agenda of
creating an independent Kashmir.
On the night of August 8th 1953,
he was placed under detention
and his deputy, Bakshi Ghulam
Mohammed, appointed Prime
Minister in his place.

The third effort to deal with the
vexed issue of Kashmir’s relation-
ship with India came in 1975. After
more than two decades in custody,
the Sheikh was confronted with a
new situation. The Simla Agree-
ment of 1972 indicated that India
and Pakistan were close to an
agreement on dividing the state.
It was time for him to make his
own peace with New Delhi.
Negotiations between Mirza Afzal
Beg and G Parthasarthy began
in 1974 and culminated in the 1975

IN BRIEF

» Farooq Abduilah has shifted
the focus from azadi to
autonomy

¢ The 1952 Delhi agreement
re-affirmed the unique
status of J&K

¢ The core issue is not
self-rule but concession to
the sentiment of autonomy

¢ |t s futile to hold talks with
separatists

agreement that the relationship
between India and Kashmir would
be governed by Article 370, whose
key provision was that residuary
powers remained with the state
rather than the Centre. But at
the heart of the agreement was
an acceptance by the Sheikh that
the Indian Parliament would have
the power to make laws to prevent
the activities of secessionists. New
Delhi agreed that legislation
that had been adopted by the
state after 1953 at the instance of
the Union government could be
rolled back. The only subject
where no compromise was effect-
ed was on the Sheikh’s demand
that the state have the right to
address its head of government as
Prime Minister and its head of
state as Sadr-e-Riyasat.

Now, a quarter century later, the
Sheikh’s son seemingly wants the
clock turned back, beyond the
Beg-Parthasarthy Accord, the

r to Azadi

eV

state’s constitution pf 1956 and
even beyond the Nelju-Abdullah
Agreement of 195Q. Farooq’s
demand is part survival strategy,
part continuance of the Abdullah
family’s enigmatic relationship
with India and part anodyne for
the bleeding Valley.

One great virtue of the propos-
als is to mark out clearly the
territory between what the seces-
sionists of the Hurriyat want and
what the Indian state can concede.
No Indian government can accept
azadi or for that matter merger
with Pakistan. Indian leaders from
Nehru to Narasimha Rao have
been inclined to give the Kash-
miris all the usable autonomy
they want. But the devil has lain in
the details that have since been
roiled by an insurgency which has
taken the lives of thousands of
Kashmiris and torn apart the social
and political fabric of the Valley.
But the core issue is not formal
self-government, described by
clauses of a constitutional or legal
document, but concession to a
sentiment, such as the one
expressed in 1952 in the Sheikh’s
desire to retain the state’s flag and
describe the head of government
as ‘Prime Minister’, even while
accepting Indian sovereignty.

It is no one’s case that the
pre-’S2 position is actually attain-
able. History like a river cannot
flow backwards. The challenge is
to finesse a solution that will be
acceptable to the broad cross-sec-
tion of opinion in Kashmir and
the rest of India.

There is little to be gained from
pinning one or the other side on
the fine print of some agreement
or document. There is also little
point arguing or negotiating with
those who claim that India is either
undemocratic or anti-Muslim.
Despite its flaws, India can provide
far greater civil and religious free-
dom to the Kashmiri than either
Pakistan or some utopian indepen-
dent Kashmir. What is required is
to determine the bottom-line of
the Kashmiri sentiment and
synchronise it with the ethos of
the secular Indian state. Over the
years, in his own erratic way,
Farooq Abdullah has shown that
he understands this problem, even
if he alone has been unable to
provide the solution. The Union
government must now provide a
tactful and sympathetic response
to his autonomy demands rather
than dismissing them casually.
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Text of Cabinet decision

on !.i‘,!( autonomy resolution >

NEW DELHI, JULY 4. The following is the Union Cabi-
net’s response to the resolution adopted by the Jam-
mu and Kashmir State Assembly on June 26, urging
that the pre-1953 constitutional position in yHfe State
be restored: )g?h L

The Government is committed to the Sromotion
of federal harmony by ensuring a partnership of the
Centre and the States as laid down in the National
Agenda for Governance of the National Democratic
Alliance.

The National Agenda for Governance of the NDA
states in no uncertain terms that “there is a clear
case for devolution of more financial and adminis-
trative powers and functions to the States.” It further
says that “‘suitable steps will be taken to ensure har-
monious Centre-State relations in the light of the
recommendations of the Sarkaria Commission...”" In
the last two years, the Government had taken several
steps in this direction.

The government reaftirms its commitment to con-
tinuing its endeavour to evolve a broad consensus
on the implementation of steps for wide-ranging de-
vnlution of powers to the State that leads to effi-
ciency in administration, acceleration in
development and the fullest realisation of the cre-
ative potential of all sections of our people. The set-
ting up of a Commission to review the Constitution
is also a step in this direction.

In the above context, the Cabinet finds the resolu-
tion passed by the State Assembly of Jammu and
Kashmir endorsing the report of the State Autonomy
Committee unacceptable.The Cabinet feels that the
acceptance of this resolution would set the clock

back and reverse the natural process of harmonging
the aspirations of the people of Jammu and Kashmir
with the integrity of the nation.

Most of the recommendations contained in the
report of the State Autonomy Committee seek to
reverse the application of constitutional provisions
to the State of Jammu and Kashmir which may not
only adversely affect the interests of the people of
the State but would also tantamount to removal of
some of the essential safeguards enshrined in our
Constitution.  Besides, the issue of restoring the
constitutional situation in Jammu and Kashmir to its
pre-1953 position had been discussed in detail by
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah with Prime Minister

Indira Gandhi in 1974-75. It is noteworthy that the |

agreement signed after these negotiations had af-
firmed that “'provisions of the Constitution of India
already applied to the State of Jammu and Kashmir
without adaptation or modification are unaltera-
ble.”

The Cabinet urges the people and the Government
of Jammu and Kashmir to join hands in the endeav-
our to address the real problems facing the State: to
root out insurgency and cross- border terrorism and
to ensure accelerated development. The Centre will
continue to provide all possible assistance for attain-
ing these objectives.

The cabinet, therefore, decides not to accept the
resolution passed by the Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly on the report of the State Autonomy Com-
mittee. The Government is of the firm conviction
that national integration and devolution of powers
to States must go together. — PTI




CENTRE FAVOURS MORE POWERS TO STATES

Union Cabinet rejects J&K

po)
g -g/y Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, JULY 4. The Union Cabi-
net hay rejected as ‘‘unaccept-
able” the June 26 resolution (the
so-called autonomy resolution) of
the Jammu and Kashmir Assemb-
ly, though at the same time com-
mitting “itself to a greater
“devolution of powers” to all
States. The Cabinet found the
June 26 resolution unacceptable
because essentially it was "‘a plea
for restoration of the pre-1953”
status to the State.

The Cabinet, which met this
morning, was unanimous in its
judgment that the June 26 resolu-
tion could not be accepted, fully
or even partially, because it
“would set the clock back and re-
verse the natural process of har-
monising the aspirations of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir
with the integrity of the nation.”

Interestingly enough, the Cabi-
net chose to detail its response to

| WIill NC puli out?: Pa: 1 7
Text of decision: Pagge 153 ;

the June 26 resolution in a state-
ment, released by the Union
Home Minister, My, L. K. Advani
at a press conference in the after:
noon. Mr. Advanij pointed out
that the State Autonomy Commit-
tee feport (which the June 26 res-
Olut‘l‘OH recommends) questionéd
the “very constitutionality” of the
post-1953 developments, includ-
Ing the 42 Presidential Orders

« e Constitution of
India. If ine SAC report were to be

ac _pted, these Presidential Or-
ders wguld be deemed, as per Mrr
Advanj’s understanding, “iHega]”..

The Home Minister specifically
the Cabinet

Sheikh Abdullah-Indira

Gandhi agreement carried in it an
implicit rejection of the option of
wholesale restoration of the
pre-1953 “constitutional situa-
tion” in Jammu and Kashmir. In
particular, the Cabinet statement
recorded that the 1975 agreement
had affirmed that “provisions of
the Constitution of India already
applied to the State of Jammu and
Kashmir without adaptation or
modification are unalterable.”
Striking a stance of reasonable-
ness, Mr. Advani also noted that
the 1975 agreement did concede
that the State Assembly could re-
quest the Centre to rescind cer-
tain decisions and laws passed
between 1953 and 1974, and that
the Centre was obliged to “con-

autonomy resolution

sider sympathetically” any such
request. But there was no scope,
according to Mr. Advani, for ren-
dering inapplicable the 42 Presi-
dential Orders. The Home
Minister’s remarks underlined
the irony that while the BJP was
now professing itself to be not ir-
revocably committed to its de-
mand that Article 370 be revoked,
the SAC report suggested that this
constitutional provision had be-
come the sole cause for erosion of
the State’s autonomy.

The Cabinet statement insisted
that “the Government is of the
firm conviction that national in-
tegration and devolution of pow-
ers to States must go together.”
Nonetheless, the Cabinet talks of

\
its commitment to Wwork for
“wide-ranging devolution of

powers to the States that leads to !

efficiency in administration, ac-
celeration in development and
the fullest realisation of the cre-
ative potential of all sections of
people.” In other words, the Cabi-
net posits a linkage between de-
volution of powers and certain
expectations in terms of govern-
ance. Specifically about Jammu
and Kashmir, the Cabinet wants
the people and the State govern-
ment “to join hands in the en-
deavour to address the real
problems facing the State: to root
out insurgency and cross-border
terrorism; and to ensure acceler-
ated development.”



~BIP happy,

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 4. The autonomy
resolution of the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly may have been
rejected unanimously by the
Union Cabinet today, but the is-
sue, it seems, will not simply go
away as political parties have re-
acted differently to the manner in
which the Government has dealt
with the tricky issue.

While the BJP welcomed the
decision and virtually warned the
National Conference not to play
with fire, the Left parties feit the
issue, and not the resolution,
ought to have been discussed
properly, perhaps at an all-party
meeting. The Congress(l), on the
other hand, found the Govern-
ment “‘guilty by association” with

the NC, and not; ‘Q;it ﬁzrs

who had joined the “autonomy”
demand were “all friends of the
BJP.”

The CPI's view was that the pe-
remptory manner in which the
Cabinet dealt with the issue
would send the wrong signal to
the State’s people: that the Centre
was not interested in discussing a
possible resolution of the prob-
lem. Mr A. B. Bardhan, party gen-
eral secretary, said the issue was
not the resolution on autonomy
as passed by the Assembly, but
the serious one of autonomy for
Jammu.and Kashmir. The CPI(M)
politburo is expected to give its
views tomorrow, but a spokesper-
son said the party favoured grea-
ter autonomy for the State within
the framework of Article 370.

. finds Govt ‘suilty’

In the BJP’s view, wn% tlme Cabi-
net having rejected the resolu-
tion, the issue would not be taken
to Parliament, at least not by the
Government. Mr. Jana Krishna-
murthi, party vice-president,
hoped that the Chief Minister and
NC leader, Dr1. Farooq Abdullah,
would not rake up the issue again.
“He should understand and ap-
preciate the Cabinet decision.
That would be in the true spirit of
democracy.” His party colleague,
Mr. J. P. Mathur, was more un-
sparing, saying ‘Dr. Abdullah was
acting like the forces which
brought about Partition along
communal lines.”

In a statement issued in Chen-
nai, the AIADMK leader, Ms. Jaya-

lalitha, demanded that the
Abdullah Government be
<y

)

ked” for raising an issue that
uld only endanger national uni-
and that the BJP had taken a
tdo casual, free-for-all attitude to-
rds an issue concerning the ve-
integrity of the nation. Her view
was echoed by the Panthers Pa
president, Mr. Bhim Singh.

The Congress(l) felt vindicate
that the Cabinet had rejected the
autonomy resolution but pointed
out that the issue exposed many
contradictions in the Govern-
ment’s stand. It could not be ig-
nored that the NC was an
“integral constituent of the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance,” Mr.
Ajit Jogi, party spokesperson,
noted, and that a partner in the
coalition at the Centre “passed a
completely unsustainable and

untenable resoluy

ey
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NEW DELHI, July 4. — The
Union Cabinet today rejected
the demand for greater autono-
my to Jammu and Kashmir,
pointing out that its acceptance
would “set the clock back”.

“It was not just a question of
-autonomy or greater powers
but a plea to the Centre to res-
tore the pre-1953 status,” Mr
LK Advani told reporters. Tho-

ugh the home minister evaded
[ questions on what would hap-
pen next, government sources
said the matter had ended at
least for now as far as the
Centre was concerned.

Dr Farooq Abdullah met the
Prime Minister before the

meeting. “I think he anticipated

the decision,” Mr Advani said.

(The J&K chief minister
termed the Cabinet decision as
“unfortunate” and hasty, but
scotched speculations that the
National Conference would
retaliate by withdrawing from
the NDA, adds PTI.

(Two J&K ministers said the
autonomy report would be
taken up again in the Assem-
bly and the central working
committee of the NC would
meet in Srinagar in a couple of
days to review the future strat-
egy, adds UNI.

The state law and parliamen-
tary affairs minister, Mr Pyare
Lal Handoo, and the food and
civil supplies minister, Mr Ajay
Sadhotra, said the NC would

Cubmei re

S

cluionomy

FAROOQ A PATRIOT: GEORGE

Mr LK Advani

sions.” He acknowledged that j
ficult to prevent a discussj
“But there w&l be nothi

NEW DELH]I, July 4. — Brushing aside questions about the
continuance of the National Conference in
the NDA, Mr LK Advani said: “Every politi-
cal party in an alliance has its own views; it
can try to persuade others.”
B Fernandes told The
Statesman: “He (Dr Far-
ooq Abdullah) is a patri-
8 ot. He will not do any-
thing that will hurt the
nation.” Asked why the
resolution was passed, he said: “Somei

on autonomy.
eyond that,” he said. — SNS

Mr George

Mr Fernandes

—>

] Mrial: Coaxing Kashmir, page 6
B More reports on page 8

fight to the last for autonomy.)

Mr Advani said while the
Centre was all for devolution of
powers, it wouldn't do anything
that weakened the nation.

The Jammu and Kashmir res-
olution was not just a question
of greater powers but a demand
to revert to the pre-1953 status,
Mr Advani said. Scrapping the
jurisdiction of the Election
Commission, Supreme Court
and the CAG would mean
“depriving the people of Jammu
and Kashmir the rights avail-
able to the rest of the country.”

The Cabinet held that most
recommendations of the autono-
my report sought to reverse the
application of constitutional pro-

visions to the state. This might
not only affect the interests of
the people of the state but was
also “tantamount to removal of
some essential safeguards
enshrined in the Constitution.”

The Cabinet felt that “accep-
tance of the resolution would
set the clock back and reverse
the natural process of harmon-
ising the aspirations of the peo-
ple of J&K with the integrity of
the nation”.

Mr Advani indicated that the
Centre would not go for a
debate in Parliament unless
members demanded. “The deci-
sion (rejection of greater auton-
omy) was unanimous,” he said.

The J&K resolution ques-

jects J&K

demand

tioned the constitutionality of
the steps taken after 1953. Mr
Advani said 42 presidential
orders had been issued by
virtue of Article 370. “Now it is
said that these were illegal.”

Admitting that a highly-cen-
tralised polity had developed,
Mr Advani said the Cabinet
had referred to the National
Agenda for Governance that
provided for promotion of feder-
al harmony by ensuring a part-
nership between the Centre
and states.

“We feel that the Centre has
become extra-strong,” the home
minister said. But there was no
question of reverting to the pre-
1953 status. Sheikh Abdullah
and Indira Gandhi held negotia-
tions in 1974-75. The agreement
signed after the negotiations
had affirmed that “provxslons of
the Constitution applied to
Jammu and Kashmir without
adaptation or modification are
unalterable,” Mr Advani said.

On Article 370, Mr Advani
said the autonomy report had
sought changes to ensure that
it could never be used to extend
any provision of the Consti-
tution except those applicable
in 1952. Asked about moves to
repeal the Article, he said it
was not part of the mandate.

Welcoming the decision, the
J&K National Panthers Party
president, Prof Bhim Singh,
said he would sit on a one-day
fast to demand the dismissal of
the Farooq government.
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IF IT was Farooq Abdullah’s purpose to derail the proposed
process of conducting a dialogue with the Hurriyat leaders
(even before it had commenced) by raising so much hype over
the Kashmir autonomy report, then he has nearly succeeded in
doing so. At least for the present. So much attention has been
riveted on the report that issues relating to other aspects and
actors in the Kashmir drama, including the Hurriyat, have been
pushed to the background. The Chief Minister too has man-
aged to keep up the pressure on the Centre by turning it into
some kind of a fait accompli by having the autonomy resolution
endorsed by the State Legislature.

In view of the voices of disapproval emanating from a wide
spectrum of public opinion in the country, Dr Abdullah has
sought to cut a figure of sweet reasonableness by urging a
“national debate” on the subject. But such a debate should
have preceded its adoption by the Assembly in the first place.
The report has not even been adequately opened to public
debate within the State, As a result, opinion formers in Ladakh
and Jammu have since been voicing their own misgivings over
the report’s overall design. Such fears were also expressed
through a resolution of the Ladakh Autonomous Council.

There are three factors that the Centre has to bear in view
while formulating its position. First, no government can accept
a report while overruling sub-regional apprehensions and asRi';
rations — such as those voiced in Ladakh and Jammu.
autonomy plan must address their concerns as well. Second,

" the Centre also has to take into account the bearing of such a
report on the overall federal structure of the Union. And most
important, it is not a deal to be settled with one particular
leader or party in the State — even if that happens to be the
ruling party. It must evolve through a process of consultation
involving all segments of the population. In fact, the rejection
of the autonomy resolution by the Centre should now be
turned into a starting point of such an exercise. Delhi must
show that just because it does not accept Dr Abdullah’s
attempts to remain ahead of his rivals, it is not insensitive to the
hopes and aspirations of the people of Jammu and Kashmir.

- -
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Different

HT Correspondent P
New Delhl, July 4 W\ 5

OPPOSITION PARTIES reacted sharply,
though differently, to the Union Cabinet's
rejection of the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
Resolution endorsing the demand of Autonomy
for the State.

The Congress asserted the Cabinet decision
had vindicated its stand on the J&K Autonomy
issue. Left parties felt the Cabinet had too
abruptly "disposed off" the issue. The AIADMK
wanted the imposition of the President's rule in
the State following the passage of the "con-
demnable resolution”.

Congress spokesman Ajit Jogi said the
Vajpayee Government was guilty of "gross
inconsistency of conduct on a vital and sensitive
issue of national significance like J&K". He said
the Government's conduct was not only
deplorable but "is also a blatant and crude
attempt to escape the Government's undeniable
guilt by association since the unprecedented
resolution was passed by its own integral con-
stituent in the first place.”

Criticising the "flip-flop-flip" performance of
the Government, Mr Jogi said the Assembly
Resolution was completely "unsustainable and

0

stro?}(es by Opposition ¢

untenable." In the immediate aftermath of the
resolution, "both the Prime Minister and the
Home Minister said the Resolution could be
considered and discussed, even by Parliament”,
In yet another somersault, he said, the idea of
consideration in Parliament was dropped and
the Cabinet took up the issue and rejected it.

CPI (M) Politburo member Prakash Karat
said his party maintained that, irrespective of
the Cabinet decision, the issue of autonomy had
to be discussed. He said "our party has always
stood for giving greater autonomy to the State
under Article 370."

CPI general secretary A, B. Bardhan said the
Cabinet's decision was a "wrong way of dispos-
ing a national issue. "He said this was not a
question of rejecting what Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah was demanding or of accept-
ing what the BJP had stated. This out of hand
rejection could send a confrontationist signal.

Mr Bardhan said if the issue of autonomy was
to be considered, it should have been discussed
at an all-party meeting. Pointing at inconsisten-
cies in the Government's stand, he said the
Cabinet had rejected the Kashmir Assembly
Resolution while Home Minister L. K. Advani
was recently talking about a dialogue with
Hurriyat leaders.

- i AT AN
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resolution.

e

In Chanpai, AIADMK leader Jayalalitha
demanded dissolution of the J&K Assembly fol-
lowing the passage of the Autonomy
Resolution. She said if the Centre did not act
against the Farooq Abdullah Government, the
demand for autonomy would spread like wild
fire and lead to the country's fragmentation.
The AIADMK leader accused the BJP-led
Government of adopting a "free-for-all"
approach towards questions concerning the
country's integrity.

Her party was steadfast in its commitment to
the country's integrity even though it favoured
greater devolution of power to the states, Her
party believed in the position: "We will not live
as slaves, but at no time will we seek separa-
tion."

Jammu and Kashmir National Panthers Party
president Bhim Singh said in the interest of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir, the Faroo
Abdullah Government should be dismisseg
forthwith for free and fair elections. At the
same time, he said, Statehood be granted to
Jammu province, democracy to Kashmir and
status of Union Territory to Ladakh. Mr Singh
said the Department of Jammu and Kashmir
should be shifted to the Prime Minister's Office
to resolve the various problems of the State.
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NEW DELH1, YuLY 4. Before the Union Cabinet rejected
the June 26 resolution, the Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah met the Prime
Minister this morning and heard from Mr. Vaj-
payee the impending decision, which he later
termed “unfortunate”.

Nonetheless, the Chief Minister was unwilling to
burn his bridges with the ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance, just as the Vajpayee establishment
was keen on pointing out the moderation of lan-
guage and tone of the Cabinet statement. It is
pointed out that the statement uses the mildest of
expressions; there is not even “regret” or condem-
nation of the National Conference for getting the
unacceptable resolution passed. The hope at the
highest level of the Central Government is that the
NC leadership would notice the firmness of the de-
cision as well as the note of restraint and reason-
ableness in the Cabinet response.

It is believed that the somewhat hurried response
of the Cabinet was decided upon yesterday eve-
ning, when the four senior members — Mr. Vaj-
payee, Mr. Advani, Mr. George Fernandes and Mr.
Yashwant Sinha — fortuitously met in their capac-
ities as members of the executive committee of the
National Defence Fund. The political judgment was

By Harish Khare

5t

says Farooq i

that there was a clearcut national consensus
against the June 26 resolution, and that the Cabinet
should swiftly move in, lest hawkish voices queer
the pitch; the strident noises emanating from the
BJP headquarters were most disquieting.

At this morning’s Cabinet meeting, except Mr.
Manohar Joshi of the Shiv Sena no one advocated a
harsh response to Dr. Abdullah’s “pre-1953” gam-
bit. Though not a single Cabinet member spoke in
favour “autonomy”, there was a shared sentiment
that Dr. Abdullah was the “best bet” and nothing
should be done or said to alienate him. While the
DMK and the Trinamool Congress were not in at- |
tendance, the Akali Dal as well as the Defence Min-
ister, Mr. George Fernandes, felt that even if the
“pre- 1953”status was not agreeable Dr. Abdullah’s
political vulnerabilities should be kept in mind.

It is believed that Mr. Vajpayee struck out for a
stance of reasonableness; the bottom line, as far as
the ruling establishment is concerned, is that there
was still room for negotiation between the Centre
and the National Conference and other ‘“Kashmiri”
voices and that the quantum of autonomy was ne-
gotiable. The hope is that irrespective of the Cabi-
net decision, Dr. Abdullah would be able to engage
the country in a lively debate about his party’s pref-
‘eréice for a-certain constitutional arrangement.
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Y ITS PEREMPT% and outright rejection of
/ the autonomy resolujon by the Jammu and
Kashmir Legislature, thg Vajpayee Government
has shown an unseemly hiurry to seal its fate, jetti-
soning the natural and more democratic course of
taking it to Parliament for a thorough and sub-
stantive discussion on the complex autonomy-
related issues. In fact, the Home Minister, Mr. L.
K. Advani, himself had earlier indicated that the
resolution would indeed be placed before Parlia-
ment. Apparently, the Government — under re-
lentless pressure from within the BJP and the
other Sangh Parivar outfits which in any case are
ideologically committed to the scrapping of the
Constitutionally-guaranteed special status for the
State — found it politically expedient to short-
circuit the process by taking advantage of the
negative responses the National Conference re-
gime’s autonomy demand has evoked from most
mainstream parties, whether within the ruling
National Democratic Alliance or in the Opposi-
tion, not to speak of the vehement protests from
the Jammu and Ladakh regions of the State.

‘The main, if not the sale, ground on which
the Vajpayee Cabinet has rejected the resolution
as ‘unacceptable” was that it sought to “set the
clock back” by asking for the restoration of the
pre-1953 Constitutional position for Jammu and
Kashmir vis-a-vis the Centre, as envisaged by the
State Autonomy Committee in its report which
the Legislature had endorsed. In fact, the
‘pre-1953" factor has proved to be the Achilles’
heel, so to say, of the autonomy resclution, if the
tenor of the criticism is anything to go by. The
point that reversion to the pre-1953 status, what-
ever its rationale or merit otherwise, appears too
unrealistic a proposition to concretise at this dis-
tance of time can be conceded. For instance, the
idea of ousting the jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court, the Comptroller and Auditor General and
the Election Commission is open to question. But
then, that capnot be an excuse for rubbishing the
entire M‘ of autonomy-related issues, so vital
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for winning over the people of Kashmir who stand
alienated. The Vajpayee Government, while
strongly disapproving of the ‘pre-1953’ line, has
failed to come out with a categorical and unam-
biguous re-affirmation of the nation’s historical
commitment to autonomy made at the time of
Jammu and Kashmir's accession. The total ab-
sence of an assurance to honour that commit-
ment, both in spirit and substance, cannot but
send a wrong signal to the people of that State.

The official statement explaining the Cabi-
net’s decision has of course referred to the 1975
(Sheikh Abdullah-Indira Gandhi) agreement; the
Government invoked it only selectively to serve its
objective of rejecting the pre-1953 line. What is
crucial is that the 1975 accord reaffirmed Article
370 and vested ‘residuary powers’ in the State,
apart from providing for a review, on request by
the State Government, of certain categories of the
Central laws extended to the State since 1953. Any
autonomy package, to be consistent with the ba-
sic principles and spirit of the nation’s obligation
under the Instrument of Accession, has to recog-
nise at the minimum the inviolability of Article
370 which sets Jammu and Kashmir apart from
the other States in certain respects and areas.
There can be no question of its claims to autono-
my being equated with the case for greatet devo-
lution of powers on the States in the overall
national context, although an effective imple-
mentation of the Sarkaria Commission’s recom-
mendations would certainly serve to narrow the
gap between Jammu and Kashmir and the rest in
the matter of sharing of powers with the Centre.
Clearly, a credible autonomy package that up-
holds the spirit of Article 370 and the components
of which are evolved through as wide a national
debate as possible and, more importantly, involv-

ing Kashmiris of all the three regions is indeed the

answer to the growing alienation of the people
and the best insulation against the challenge of
the secessionist campaign. -

/
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‘WE WILL MEDIATE ONLY IF COLOMBO REQUESTS’

. PM rules out restoring
1 pre-1953 status to J&K

By\Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, JULY 5. Ruling out the possibility of
restoring the pre- 1953 status for Jammu and
Kashmir, the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, today indicated that the Centre was
prepared to consider more “political and fi-
nancial powers to the States”.

In an informal chat with mediapersons at
the Chennai airport aier concluding his two-
day visit here, Mr. Vajpayee said he had dis-
cussed the autonomy proposal with the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq
Abdullah, and explained that there was no
question of going back to the pre-1953 status.

“li there are any demands which are to be
considered by the Centre and if they demand
move political and financial powers, there has
to be a different method. But to talk of autono-
my and to talk of going back to 1953 will never
be accepted,” the Prime Minister asserted. =«

‘Not averse to discussion’

Asked whether Parliament would discuss
the autonomy resolution, Mr. Vajpayee said,
“if any member brings forward a motion,
there will be a discussion.”

Pointing out that the agenda of the National
Democratic Alliance had promised more pow-
ers to the States, he said, ““some concrete steps
have already been taken in terms of financial
resources. If necessary more steps will be tak-
en.

Asked if he was hopetul of the National Con-
ference remaining with the NDA, Mr. Vaj-
payce said: “It is for the National Conference
to decide.”

On the crisis in Sri Lanka, the Prime Minis-
ter ruled out any mediation by India between
the Sri Lankan Government and the Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam. However, he said
“‘a way has to be found” to solve the ethnic
strife.

Referring to the allies in the NDA, especially
those from Tamil Nadu, speaking in different
voices on the Sri Lankan issue, the Prime Min-
ister said: ““I don’t think there are any prob-

Ve ~

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, at the Chennai airport on
Wednesday. The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister,
Mr. M. Karunanidhi, and the State unit BJP
feader, Mir. L. Ganesan, are also seen.

— Photo: N. Sridharan

lemé which cannot be solved. I had a detailed

distussion with various leaders and explained

thee policy of the NDA to the leaders. So, every
oblem will be solved amicably”.

Before emplaning for Madurai en route to

THE HINLC.
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Tirunelveli, Mr. Vajpayee was seen oft at the
airport by the Chief Minister, Mr. M. Karuna-
nidhi. The MDMK general secretary, Mr. Vai-
ko, accompanied the Prime Minister.

‘No change in India’s stand’
Our Coimbatore Special
Correspondent writes:

The Prime Minister has made it clear that
India would consider mediating in the Sri
Lankan ethnic crisis only if invited by the two
parties (Sri Lankan Government and the
LTTE). “Then we will think over it. Othenwvise
not.” Mr. Vajpayee was talking to reporters at
the airport here during a stopover en route to
New Delhi after inaugurating a wind power
project at Kayathar in Tuticorin district.

Reiterating that there was no change in In-
dia’s policy on the issue, he said, “we are for
an amicable solution.” The Government was
already extending ‘‘moral support” (to the Sri
Lankan people). “We want the unity and in-
tegrity of Sri Lanka maintained. We also want

TDP opposes J&K resolution: Page 13
Mahanta for devolution: Page 15

that justice should be done to the Tamils,” the
Prime Minister added.

He replied in the negative to a question
whether there was a move to dissolve the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Assembly, which recently
passed a resolution demanding autonomy.

In the present situation, was it not neces-
sary for more delegation of powers to the
States? “That is what we are doing and dele-
gating more powers. We are implementing
our manifesto and the States are been becom-
ing more powerful economically and politi-
cally.” Questioned about a possible Cabinet
reshuffle, Mr. Vajpayee pointed to the Union
Minister for Power, Mr. Rangarajan Kumara-
mangalam, beside him, and asked “do you
want Ranga to be changed?”’ evoking peals of
laughter.



AVIDEN OUR OPTIONgj

Y v Talking to the Hurriyat is an option

AROOQ Abdullah seems to have had at least two obj
tives in mind when he set in motion the debate in t
Kashmir assembly on harking back to the past and seekin,
the degree of autonomy which prevailed in 1953, that is to say,
Kashmir is on its own except for currency, foreign affairs and
defence, that the head of the state should again be called
Sadar-e-Riaysat and being the modest man that he is, he
would like to be designated Prime Minister so that when he
leaves his permanent residence in Prithviraj Road to see Atal
Behari Vajpayee, the meeting can be billed as between two
Prime Ministers. From that, it will be one short step to visions
of joint press conferences on the lawns of Race Course Road,
stirring faint memories of similar conferences on the White
House lawns taken by American presidents with visiting
heads of government. In a word, the malady is ideas of
grandeur. The other is plain blackmail to see what more he
can extract from New Delhi to cover up his colossal failures as
chief minister. Also to head off any prospect of Delhi holding
talks with the Hurriyat could not have been far from his mind.
On the practical level he may have had a case if he had
something to show for the considerable latitude he has been
given; the reality is that Farooq has wasted his opportunities
and short of insisting at every turn that he wants Kashmir to
remain in India, he has had no contribution to make. He also
says he will remain a part of the NDA alliance; if he had a
viable option he may have been tempted to chance his arm but
he hasn’t. Some time ago he ventured to do just that speculat-
ing how long it would have taken him to become Prime
Minister of Pakistan if the state had opted differently. Clearly
the chief minister of Kashmir is ambitious but ambition
should be made of sterner stuff than throwing out the
. Kashmir Arts Emporium from Prithviraj Road and occupying
the whole bungalow himself. %L%}( NN
The Prime Minister has been wise to lose né tihe }‘n cotch-
ing the mischief by an unanimous decision in Cabinet and this
seems to have surprised Farooq who is left to mumble loyal
sentiments and complaints that he has been misunderstcod.
On the contrary he is upset because he has been understood
all too well. It is time India spoke to those who have better
credentials to speak for the Kashmiri people than the incum-
bent and absentee chief minister. Farooq gets less than half a
point, talking of the huge majority his National Conference
enjoys in the assembly and comparing this to the fact that
there have been no elections at all in Pakistan Occupied
Kashmir. There are better and more credible tests available to
judge his popularity than elections held under close monitor-
ing by the Indian armed forces. Farooq’s son, an earnest and
amiable young man, who is minister in Vajpayee’s Cabinet, is
again a manifestation of the dynastic principle of which
Farooq himself is a beneficiary and which Sonia Gandhi may
appreciate but it ig not necessary to put all our eggs in this
one basket. If the wishes of the Kashmiri people are relevant,
and everybody says they are, than closer integratior.. vith the ’
rest of the country, not moving further away is th~ .1y to go.
There is no harm in talking to the Hurriyat- ~ # need is to
widen our options, not restrict them.
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Jay Raina
New Delhi, July 5

NG

HE UNION Cabinet’s
Trejection of the J&K
Assembly's demand for

greater autonomy has raised more
questions than it has actually
answered in a note explaining the
Centre's stand.

Equating J&K with other states
is not only politically erroneous,
but also factually incorrect. A
bone of contention between India
and Pakistan since Partition, it has
a Constitution of its own unlike
other States of the Union. Its spe-
cial status is sanctified urfder
Article 370 of the Indian
Constitution.

Moreover, the state's populace
enjoys double citizenship rights--
firstly as permanent residents
(State Subjects) and secondly as
Indian citizens. Jammu and
Kashmir can be brought directly
under the Governor’s Rule--- a
mechanism not applicable to any
other State--- for six months
wherein the Governor, besides
carrying out all executive func-
tions, has powers to legislate.

All the 42 Presidential Orders to
which Home Minister L K Advani
referred while announcing the
Cabinet decision, werent directly
applied to the State.

These orders came into force by
way of amendments to the J&K
Constitution.

Another salient feature of the
Constitutional - arrangement in
J&K is that its Assembly has a six-

year ‘tergr-- a year more than
other sfate legislatures--- with

powers to legislate in large ambit
of residuary area.

Also, the sheer geo-political
importance of the state sets it
apart from other regions, particu-
larly in the context of the super-
power vested interests. For this
reason alone, the Centre's pro-
posed application of a common
devolution package to J&K along
with other states of the Union
sounds farcical.

Whatever might be the parame-
ters of the planned devolution,
still far from being worked out in
totality, Kashmir deserves a sepa-
rate and special dispensation. The
decade-long militancy and the
concomitant loss of blood on

Behind the
News

either side has added a frightening
dimension to the problem that, in
itself, is unique in the history of
the sub-continent.

Never mind Mr Farooq
Abdullah’s sordid record in non-
governance, which has con-
tributed amply to the prevailing
chaos, the seemingly absurd
autonomy-theatrics have exposed
the credentials of all the principal
characters in the game. The
Vajpayee regime's flip-flop over
the autonomy resolution, before
the Cabinet consigned it to the
dustbin, has put a question mark
on its claim to a cogent Kashmir
policy. »

There is a long list of the naive
components of the Centre's game-

Autonomy note raises more
questions than it answer

Y

plan: Overtures for a didlogue
with the Hurriyat leaders bghind
Dr Abdullah's back; complete fail-
ure to foresee implications of the
Assembly vote on the autonomy
resolution; inability to rein in the
irrepressible CM who is an NDA
ally and finally the Cabinet meet-
ing convened as a knee-jerk
response to a situation crying for
serious deliberation.

In fact, on the eve of the July 4
meeting, a team of senior bureau-
crats burnt midnight oil to prepare
a detailed note for the Cabinet's
consideration. Originally, the
issue was slated for a Cabinet dis-
cussion, first on Wednesday and
thereafter on Saturday.

Finally, it was Dr Abdullah's
action in going for the RSS' jugu-
lar --- as a riposte to the Sangh
Parivar's shrill opposition to the
autonomy demand--- that made
the PMO advance the Cabinet
conclave.

The rejection resolution the
meeting adopted was technically
unanimous. But distinct view-
points found exprEssion in the
course of the deliberations--- a
section of the Ministers even seek-
ing clarifications on the covert
contacts with the Hurriyat.

The positions taken by ministers
who spoke on the issue ranged
from moderate to extreme. While
a few sought tough action against
Dr Abdullah, others wanted an
honourable way out for the Chief
Minister.

The formulation that eventually
found acceptance was in tune with
the middle-path pedposed by Mr
Vajpayee.
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+ Centre’s Veto - \0

It wouldVgave been fanciful to expect New Delhi actuzﬁﬁ' to green-
signal the Farooq Abdullah-inspired autonomy resolution. Yet, few ex-
pected the ‘No’ to be quite so swift or resounding. The government’s
quick as a flash decision came even as newspapers were attributing a
variety of thoughts and statements to its ministers, including Prime
Minister Vajpayee. First, L K Advani all but endorsed the proposal.
Then Mr Vajpayee said it would be considered within the ambit of the
* Constitution. Sundry other ministers went along with the idea, while the
BJP and the RSS denounced it from every available platform. So, what
seemed in the offing was a ministerial committee on Kashmir followed
by at least a semblance of debate in Parliament. In the event, all formal-
ities have been dispensed with. The only argument for this course can
be that emotions were running high and to let the matter fester would
have been knowingly to invite trouble. Agreed, the resolution aroused
passions on all sides. However, it is hardly democratic not even to put it
up for debate. More so, in view of the suspicion that dissenting
views were expressed at the cabinet meeting. Ironically, Mr Advani
emerged from the meeting advocating devolution of more powers to
the states. Surely, this is stretching credibility, considering his
government’s big brotherly approach towards a resolution officially
adopted by a state assembly. x‘@ :i)\\f\

It is nobody’s case that when Farooq Abdullah put the controversial
resolution to vote, he was driven purely by a desire to do justice to the
people of Jammu and Kashmir. Far from it. He had his own reasons to
railroad the resolution through the special autonomy session. He was
conscious of the National Conference’s declining importance in the Val-
ley and, secondly, he wanted the focus shifted from the Hurriyat. The
Farooq gauntlet left the Vajpayee-led government with two options.
Spike the resolution and aliow the state government to harbour anti-
Centre feelings or, more tactfully, seize it as an opportunity — both to
examine where things went wrong in J&K and to get an understanding
of the current ground situation in the state. An imaginative governmerit
would have done the latter because this is the way simultaneously to
pacify a disgruntled state government and open up a channel of com-
munication with the common people. This road is np doubt strewn with
difficulties. Far too much has happened between 1953 and now for the
~ clock to be entirely turned back. During this time, Jammu and Ladakh
have grown closer to the point of view held by New Delhi. And yet, it is
also a fact that J&K enjoys special status under Article 370 of the Con-
stitution. As long as this position remains, we cannot put J&K on a par
with other states. That would also be to overlook the alienation among
the people — without addressing which it is not possible to tackle mili-
tancy and such other problems. Had the Vajpayee government at least
made a beginning with the Sarkaria Commission’s recommendations
on Centre-state relations, there might have been some takers for its
claim about devolving powers.
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J&K DEMAND CANNOZBE IGNORED: LEFT
Autonomy, devolution

\0( separate issues’/ |

B Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY\G. Two days after the Union Cabinet
rejected the Jamynu and Kashmir Assembly resolu-
tion on autonomy while promising greater *‘devolu-
tion of powers” to the States, the Left parties today
accused the Vajpayee Government of “‘deliberately”
mixing up Srinagar’s demand for autonomy with the
larger question of devolving more powers to the
States. They said it was an atternpt to distract atten-
tion from the main issue.

By mentioning the two things in the same breath,
it was stated, the Government was trying to make
out as though devolution was a substitute for politi-
cal autonomy. Moreover, it was an “insidious” way
of clubbing Jammu and Kashmir with other States,
ignoring its special status guaranteed under Article
370.

Devolution of financial and administrative powers
was a general issue and should not be “confused”’
with the specific case of Jaminu and Kashmir, senior
Left leaders said. They argued that irrespective of the
controversial resolution, there was a case for giving
the State much greater autonomy than it now en-
joyed thanks to the steady “erosion” of Article 370
over the years.

Even as both the CPI(M) and the CPI distanced
themselves from the autonomy resolution which,
according to them, amounted to putting the clock
back and was therefore unacceptable, they main-
tained that this did not mean the ‘“core” issue
should be swept under the carpet. And, the “core”
issue was that Jammu and Kashmir's demand for
greater autonomy had a “specific historical back-
ground”, the CPI(M) politburo member, Mr. Sitaram
Yechury, said.

This, he explained, was very different from the
general demand of almost all States for a more fed-
eral structure. Apart from the recommendations of
the Sarkaria Commission, several State Govern-
ments and political parties, including the CPI(M),
had made several proposals over the years for de-
volving more powers. Successive Central Govern-
ments, however, had ignored these and the BJP itself

had not been particularly enthusiastic about the
idea. The CPI general secretary, Mr. A. B. Bardhan,
objected to the Government’s attempt to link the
larger issue of Centre-State relations with that of
greater political autonomy for Jammu and Kashmir
within the framework of Article 370.

“The issue of autonomy for Kashmir stands on a
different footing, and though devolution of powers
to States is a long-standing demand and should be
addressed with all seriousness it should not be
mixed up with the Kashmir problem,” he said.

The ‘“history” of Kashmir’s accession to India
could not be "‘wished way” and so long as Article 370
remained a part of the Constitution there was no
escape from the obligations which it imposed on the
Centre vis-a-vis ’%nnagar he pomted out.

Focus now on Nc meet Centre
prepared for the worst: Page 14

The two commumst partles cautloned agamst ‘at-
tempts’’ to ‘‘equate’’ autonomy with separatism and
said it was precisely this mindset that had alienated
the people in Jammu and Kashmir. In a federal de-
mocracy, the States had the right to demand politi-
cal space and to term it separatism was a
“dangerous doctrine”, a CPI(M) leader felt.

Left leaders pointed out that even on devolution
of financial powers, the Vajpayee Government's rec-
ord had been far from encouraging as only recently
it issued an ordinance amending the terms of the
eleventh Finance Commission so that it could “‘en-
croach” on the rights of the States given under Arti-
cle 275. There was a temptation in Left quarters to
suspect the Government's motive in talking about
financial autonomy at this stage, and it was seen as a
“deliberate” attempt to divert attention from the
Kashmir question.

In Srinagar, the senior Hurriyat leader, Mr. Abdul
Ghani Lone, charged that both the Centre and the
State Governments were playing with the senti-
ments of the people who, he maintained, wanted |
something “much beyond autonomy”’.

THE HINDU
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_Cong., Left cr|t|c|se Govt. on autonomy

By Our Special Correspondent? %\ \}

NEW DELHI, JULY 5. The Vajpayee Government’ {
handling of the autonomy issue came under
sharp attack from the Opposition today with
the Congress(I) pointing to the ‘contradic-
tions’ in the National Democratic Alliance
over it and the Left saying that the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly resolution should not be
mixed up with the larger question of autono-
my for the State within the framework of Arti-
cle 370.

The Congress(I) charged the Government
with speaking in different voices and creating
confusion. The party spokesman, Mr. Anand
Sharma, said the “mishandling” of the issue
by the Government had led other States to
make similar demands. In fact, he would not
put it past the Government to have actually
orchestrated these demands.

The CPI(M) said the rejection of the resolu-
tion by the Government did not put an end to
the issue. While the party was opposed to a
return to the pre-1953 status for Kashmir, en-
visaged in the resolution, it supported the case
for autonomy.

“The reality is that even within the ambit of
Article 370, there has been a sieady erosion of
the rights of Jammu and Kashmir”, the party’s
politburo said calling for restoring the autono-
my that had been eroded.

The 1975 accord between Indira Gandhi and
Sheikh Abdullah could be the basis for giving
autonomy, it said adding that the party also
stood for regional autonomy for Jammu and
Ladakh within the State. The upshot of the

PI( M) S posmon was that the Government

‘cannot evade” the issue, and that it must
take steps to address the problem after taking
all political parties into confidence.

The CPI{M-L) criticised the “panic reac-
tion” to the resolution and said that Jammu
and Kashmir had the “right to demand auton-
omy and be heard”. It pointed out that even if
the demand was seen to be unreasonable
there was nothing wrong in discussing it.
“What’s wrong in discussing autonomy with
the elected Government of the State when the
Centre is prepared to negotiate with even pro-
Pakistan voices calling for nothing short of
outright secession,” it asked.

‘VHP must not represent
Hindus in talks’

PTI reports:

The CPI(M) politburo member, Mr. Prakash
Karat, has said the VHP and Bajrang Dal
should not be allowed to represent Hindus in
the proposed dialogue with Christian leaders
arranged by the National Commission for Mi-
norities (NCM).

“The NCM’s attempt to arrange discussion
between Christian church leaders and the
VHP is not right,” he said while inaugurating a
nation-wide stir against attacks on minorities.

“The NCM should not conduct discussions
with these perpetrators of violence against the
minorities.”

Stating that the Sangh Parivar outfits did not
deserve to represent the Hindu community or
philosophy, the CPI(M) leader said, “Hindu
masses in general are not commamal. Hindu

e,
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philosophy is not hostile towards other reli-
gions”.

Accusing the BJP of using power to propaga-
te communalism, Mr. Karat said leaders of mi-
nority communities must unite to resist the
“persecution against minorities’".

.- O V.P. Singh for
Y ﬂ/ dialogue

LHI, JULY 5. The former Prime Minister,

Mr V.R. Singh, today disapproved of the Cen- |

tre’s oltright rejection of the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly autonomy resolution say-
ing the BJP-led Government should initiate a
serious dialogue with all concerned, including
the Hurriyat leaders to find an amicable solu-
tion.

“Certainly there is a case for more devolu-
tion of power than that is existing today. Prime
Minister, A.B. Vajpayee, and Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister, Farooq Abdullah, main-
taining status quo on the issue will not lead us
anywhere,” he told presspersons.

Devolution should also mean devolution to
the region. “1 am in favour of devolution of
power up to the village level.” On reports
about trifurcation of jammu and Kashmir on
religious lines, he said this would not be in the
overall interest of the country.

The former Prime Minister said a review of |

Centre- State relations was due for long and
there was a need to go beyond what the Sarka-
ria Commission had suggested and the states
should be given more powers.

|
]



Some members of Cabinet

questioned
w Oz \"

BESIDES REJECTING the controversial Jammu

Anand K. Sahay
New Delhi, July 6

and Kashmir Assembly resolution on autonomy,-

members of the Union Cabinet aﬁpeared to have
questioned the very basis of the Kashmir policy being
pursued by the Government.

When they met last Tuesday to
deliberate over the situation in the
Valley, Cabinet members reportedly
wanted to know why overtures were
made to the All Parties Hurriyat Conference for a for-
mal dialogue, without first discussing the matter in the
Cabinet.

While there was no response from either the Home
Minister or Prime Minister, the general feeling within
the Cabinet was that the Centre's moves vis-a-vis the
Hurriyat had, in effect, provoked the National
Conference Government into passing the resolution
on autonomy, causing a veritable political storm in the
country.

Kashmur

~l

policy

When asked whether the government would even
now persist with the policy of establishing dialogue
with the Hurriyat, a Cabinet source snapped, "How is
this possible in the light of what has happened? And
what was the point of it to begin with? ... We should
have foreseen that such a step would create needless
complications.”

Just a few days ago, on

. B rcturning from Europe, Prime
LTI R G ERN VA Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
AEEssssssseneseseemeny |20 said that the Hurriyat

track would be pursued even
after the passage of the autonomy resolution.

United States President Bill Clinton, during his visit
to India, had noted in an interview to ABC World
News: "In the long run, I think what really matters - in
terms of an ultimate resolution -- is that the people of
Kashmir feel that their legitimate interests are being
addressed in some formual fashion."

Asked about America's Kashmir policy, the
President said, "The Kashmiris deserve to have their
own concerns addressed.”

L.. DAD
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\@KScrap Artlcle 370 RSS chief

NEw DELHL, JuLY 7. The RSS chief,
Mr. K.S. Sudarshan, has asked the
Government to abrogate Article
370 of the Constitution which
gives a special status to Jammu
and Kashmir and impose Presi-
dent’s rule in the State.

“We believe it is time the mis-
take of not scrapping this Article
was rectified,” Mr. Sudarshan
told Zee TV in an interview to be
telecast on Sunday. “The Article
was inserted in the Constitution
to please Sheikh Abdullah and he
misused this autonomy and
worked for the separation of Jam-
mu and Kashmir from India. He
even faced the charge of treason

and his wife was at'the €entre of
the whole thing,” Mr. Yudarshan
said, according to the Mranscript

"of the interview made available by

the TV network.

On the issue of construction of
a Ram temple at Ayodhya, Mr. Su-
darshan said this could be done
only in three ways. “Either the
Government should hand over
the disputed site to the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi trust, which seems
impossible or some legislative
provision be made, but with cases
dragging in courts it also does not
seem likely,” he said.

The only other option was for
the Muslims to relinquish claim

THE 1Ny

to the place, Mr. Sudars aid.
The RSS chief said it would be
easier to convince the Muslim
leadership about the ngn-exist-
ence of a mosque at thé site and
that such a piece of land was un-
acceptable for a Muslim place of
worship under Islam.

This way the issue could be
sorted out, he said and asserted,
“Ram Mandir will be made. No
one can stop it.” On the attacks
on Christians and allegations
against some Hindu organisa-
tions in this regard, Mr. Sudar-
shan said this was designed to
defame his organisation. — PTI

Economic policies flayed: Page 13



Tared

NEW DELHI, July 8. —~ Dr
Faroog Abdullah and senior BJP
leaders have struck an informal
deal according to which they will
criticise each other’s stand on
the autonomy issue without
precipitating the crisis.
According to BJP's calcula-
tions, the National Conference
would not leave the NDA coali-
tion. As the BJP president, Mr
Kushabhau Thakre, said: if two
brothers quarrel, one should
not be thrown out of the door.,

Some BJP leaders say Dr
Abdullah hag¢ommitted to the

BJP in

A
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DHINDSA QUEERS AUTONOMY PITCH

CHANDIGARH, July 8. — The Akali Dal’s member in the
Union Cabinet, minister for sports Mr Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa,
today gueered the pitch for the Centre, strongly voicing his par-
ty's commitment to the controversial Anandpur Sahib resolu-
tion. He said the resolution would form the basis for the “Punjab
Case”, being prepared for presentation before the review panel.
“We stand by the Anandpur Sahib Resolution ... I personally
didn’t oppose the Jammu and Kashmir Resolution in the
Cabinet meeting. However, the J&K Resolution talks of sepa-.
rate Supreme Court, EC and a Prime Minister for that state.
This is not in agreement with our resolution,” he said. — SNS

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and because of political compul-
Mr LK Advani that he would sions, and that he has recon-
speak in favour of the issue ciled to the Centre’s rejection of

¥
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the autonomy resolution.

That explains Dr Abdullah’s
continued diatribe against the
Vajpayee government and the
RSS on the autonomy issue.

The RSS’s demand that the
NC be expelled from the NDA
was more {o appease its rank
and file than to create prob-
lems for the NDA coalition, a
BJP leader said.

Following Dr Abdullah’s |
strategy, the BJP too has atta-
cked the autonomy demand. '
Mr M Venkaiah Naidu, said:
“We don’t understand the con- -
cept within the territorial
integrity of the country.”



The past few
weeks have been
tumultuous even
by Farooq Ab-
dullah’s  stan-
dards. He is after
all the man who
has been slug-
ging it out in the
a2 hoxing ring of
Manoj Joshi Kashngliri poglitics
ever since the death of his father,
the legendary Sheikh Abdullah.
Knocked down many times, he has
managed to beat the count, re-en-
ter the ring and rejoin the slugfest.
Faropg’s use of the autonomy reso-
lutiﬁ to flatten his All Parties Hur-
,W’Conference opponents was a
tage performance from the man
who cut his teeth fighting Indira
Gandhi and the Congress in the
early 1980s.

Though bloodied by a sucker
punch by his own team — the BJP
— Farooq remains the undefeated
champion of Kashmiri politics.

It is great disservice to place Fa-
rooq and the National Conference
at par with the Hurriyat. The NC
and Farooq have championed the
cause of India under the trying cir-
cumstances in which the political
discourse of the Valley has been
dominated by the AK-47.

. The National Conference was
the special target of Pakistan-
backed militants and scores of un-
armed NC cadre were executed or
assassinated by the militants in the
1989-1996 period.

In contrast, the Hurriyat
emerged in 1994 after the militant
groups were contained by the Indi-
an security forces after a bloody
campaign that took thousands of
lives.

The real force behind the outfit
was, and remains, Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, the head of the Jamaat-e-
Islami Kashmir which controls the
i most powerful Kashmiri militant
* group, the Hizbul Mujahideen. No
one should have doubts that the
real aim of the Hurriyat is to pro-
mote Jammu and Kashmir’s merg-
er with Pakistan.

There is another point that needs
to be stressed. The Hurriyat can
bring Srinagar to a halt through a
call for a hartal, but they lack the
clout to silence a single militant
gun.
Indeed, all its leaders live under
the shadow of the assassin’s bullet,
killers who operate on the orders of
those who control the Hurriyat. No
vne knows this better than Yasin
Malik, the JKLF leader who tried
to set up his outfit as an indepen-
dent political force after declaring a
unilateral ceasefire in 1994

Barring the Jamaat-e-Islami, the
outfit’s constituents’s influence
does not extend beyond Srinagar.
The blunt fact is that in a free and
fair election, Farooq and the NC
would most likely wipe out the
Hurriyat from the face of the Kash-
mir Valley.

No matter what the government
apologists say, Farooq’s demand for
a return to the pre-1953 position
was meant less as a final demand
than as a starting point for a negoti-
ated settlement. After the arrest of
Sheikh Abdullah in August 1953,

cause of India under trying circumstances

New Delhi rammed through a
number of decisions by presidential
orders that can be said to have le-
gal, though not moral sanction. The
Beg-Parthasarthy Accord of 1975
that led to the release of the Sheikh
and restoration of a National Con-
ference government in the Valley
agreed to review them.

There is another important angle
that needs to be considered. In
pitching for 1953 as the cut-off
point, Farooq is addressing a senti-
ment.

The roots of Kashmiri rebellion
do not lie in any history of depriva-
tion or oppreéssion. India has been
generous with money and its no
one’s case that the Kashmiri Mus-
lim’s religious rights have been pro-
scribed by India.

But Kashmiris have lacked a

sense of fulfilment that comes from
the feeling that they are in control
of their own destiny.

In pushing for autonomy, Farooq
Abdullah sought to address this
sentiment, rather than atlow the se-
cessionists space to dictate the dis-
course. New Delhi’s careless rejec-
tion of the Assembly resolution has
heartened the militant proponents
of azadi and their supporters in
Pakistan. New Delhi may have re-
jected Farooq’s demand for auton-
omy, but they have not clarified just
how they will deal with the Hurriy-
at. Indian public opinion, which
seems to have backed New Delhi’s
parsimonious response to Farooq,
is unlikely to be more generous
when confronted with the Hurriy-
at’s anti-India demands.

(Manoj Joshi is Political Editor,

The Times of India)
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‘Who's the real representative?

The NC and Farooq have championed the

The average Kashmiri wants an end to
violence and a return to Kashmiriyat values

Who or what can
help bring peace
to Kashmir? The
| National Confer-
ence led by Fa-
rooq Abdullah,
or the All Party
Hurriyat Confer-
4 ence? If popular
y appeal in Kash-
Amitabh Mattoo mir is a criterion,
then there are leaders within the
Hurriyat who could potentially be-
come a force of peace and stability.
Real peace, it must be clear, can
only be brought about if India wins
the two wars that it is fighting in
Kashmir: the war for the hearts and
minds of the Kashmiri people, and
the proxy-war that Pakistan has un-
leashed there.
The Indian people must realise

10 g AND WHITE

that Pakistan’s designs can be de-
feated with ease, as in 1947 and in
1965, if Kashmiris join in the fight
against the forces of violence and
obscurantism. It is critical, there-
fore, for New Delhi to make peace
with its own people in Kashmir,
hundreds and thousands who have
been killed and displaced over the
last decade, and — in this effort —
clements within the All Party Hur-
riyat Conference can play a critical
role.

In many ways, it is good that the
drama that surrounded the passing
of the autonomy resolution in the
legislative assembly and legislative
council of Jammu and Kashmir is
finally over. The cabinet has clearly
and explicitly rejected the National
Conference’s demand. But this re-
jection is not as much of the possi-
bility of a devolution of the powers

Mustration: Neelably .

to the state, as of the firm belief that
if autonomy has to be delivered to
Kashmir, then the National Con-
ference is certainly not the right in-
strument through which the people
of Kashmir can be empowered.
Now that the drama is over, the real
peace process can take over.

Let us face facts. Today, the ordi-
nary Kashmiri is a deeply-hurt per-
son. For more than one decade, he
has faced a systematic assault on
his pride, his sensibilities and his
dignity. The average Kashmiri
wants an end to violence, a return
to the values of Kashmiriyat, and a
restoration of his dignity. Who rep-
resents the Kashmiri? No one.
Every Kashmiri represents himself
or herself and he is, tortured by the
experience of the past years, unwill-
ing to delegate easily his voice to
any political leader. Alas, the Na-
tional Conference, cnce easily the
most important force in the valley, -
is now a shadow of its past, and its
credibility is at a nadir. Even this
last gush of idealism has not done
much to revive its fortunes. ‘

And yet there are important
leaders within the Hurriyat who
still carry weight, credibility and are
not seen to have compromised
themselves in the manner in which
politicians do so easily these days.
These leaders can become a power-
ful channel to the people of Kash-
mir, an important insirument
through which a genuine and
meaningful dialogue can be carried
out. And, eventually, through sus-
tained negotiations, a deliverable
political and economic package can
be worked out.

What should be the basis of such
a dialogue? A genuine peace
process must not be based on polit-
ical conditionalities, but a commit-,
ment to common values: non-vio-
lence, democracy, pluralism and the
rights of minorities. The Hurriyat is
an umbrella, which has covered un-
der it a diverse group of leaders
,with different ideologies. It is time
that the umbrella is removed and
individual leaders begin to take
their own decisions on the basis of
their political philosophies and
convictions.

It is time especially for the
younger leaders to decide whether
they should continue to be dictated
by those who are still caught in a
time warp, and who are out of tune
with the realities of the modern
world. Now is the time for them to
take a stand. History may never
again give them such an opportuni-
ty.

The nation too must realise that
empowering its people in Kashmir,
and entering into a dialogue with
those outside the mainstream, will
not erode the unity of the Republic.
Secessionism and separatist ten-
dencies grow only when people feel |
a loss of control, and feel discon-
nected from the power and policy
structure. Decentralisation of pow-
er is the only mechanism through
which real democracy can flourish
and is the recipe for good gover-
nance in the 21st century.

(Amitabh Mattoo teaches at the

School of International Studies,

JNU, Delhi)




~“NC meet today, Omar

\,\D"\By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JULY 8. The worckl

committee of the ruling National
Conference will discuss here to-
morrow the Jammu and Kashmir
autonomy resolution, which was
rejected by the Union Cabinet,
and also take a decision on the
party’s continuance in the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance.

Sources said the Chief Minister,
Dr. Farooq Abdullah, had called
his son and Union Minister of
State for Commerce, Mr. Omar
Abdullah, back from New Delhi
this evening.

Dr. Farooq Abdullah has con-
vened the meeting to discuss the
developments which followed the
rejection of the autonomy resolu-
tion. He is under pressure from
his party men to adopt a new line
of action.

The sources said the calling of
Mr. Omar Abdullah back from
Delhi is significant in view of the
BJP-RSS tirade launched against
the NC Government in the last
two days.

Earlier in the evening, Dr.Ab-
dullah made a provocative speech
at a seminar saying he was ready
to go to jail for even 30 years.

“Even if we are being labelled as
traitors, we will continue to be in
India, he added. He also cau-
tioned that if a separate Eelam
came into being in Sri Lanka, Ta-
mil Nadu would break away from
India.

Inaugurating the two-day con-
ference on ‘Autonomy in J&K:
Restructuring Indian Federalism’
organised by the Regional Auton-
omy Implementation Committee,
Dr. Abdullah reiterated his party’s
resolve to strive for restoration of
greater autonomy despite the
Centre’s rejection.

Stating that State Autonomy
Committee report was final, Dr.
Abdullah told the Centre defiantly
“Either you convince us or we
convince you.”

The report of the Regional Au-
tonomy Committee (RAC), which
had recommended eight units
within the State, was yet to be fi-
nalised as sentiments of all the re-
gions were to be taken into
account

The MDMK leader, Mr. Vaiko,
who was all praise for Sheikh Ab-
dullah and Dr. Abdullah’s patriot-
ism, said, “I have come here to
express solidarity with and sup-
port to the people of Kashmir at
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called back |

this cricial hour, to express good-
will from the people of Tamil Na-
du.

“l want to mention in no un-
certain terms that I am here to
emphasise to honour the com-
mitment made in Article 370 (spe-
cial status for J&K) and in the
instrument of accession. We are
for real federation.”

Stressing the importance of dis-
cussion in a democracy with ref-
erence to autonomy to J&K, he
said the BJP was not the NDA. In-
dia would never be ruled by a sin-
gle party and only regional parties
could play a role at the Centre.
Mzs. Vaiko opposed the demand
for restoring the pre-1953 status,
but said the discussion should
continue.

Mr. Vaiko demanded the scrap-
ping of Article 356 (imposition of
President’s rule) as also the posts
of Governors who, he said, had
only one role, of toppling State
Governments which did not toe
the Centre’s line.

The CPI(M) State secretary, Mr.
M.Y. Tarigami, described the re-
jection of the resolution, passed
by the J&K Assembly, by the Cen-
tre as a big shock.

29 more peacocks
found dead

MORENA, JULY 8. Twenty-nine
more peacocks were found
dead at Sitapur village in the
district today, taking the
number of birds dead during
the last few days to 80.

The District Collector, Mr.
Pramod Agrawal, told PTI
that the deaths were caused
by the birds consuming
bajra containing pesticides.

Mr. R. S. Upadhyay,
inspector of the Bamore
police station, said the
Collector and the
Superintendent of Police
rushed to the village. Earlier,
the administration claimed
to have rushed teams for
preventing any more death.

The veterinary officer. Dr.
S. Mishra, said the post-

mortem report revealed that

the death of 10 peacocks
was due to the birds
consuming foodgrains
containing chemicals. of the

* ‘Organo-Phosphet’ category.

| “However, the final
conclusion could be drawn
after the vicera report is
obtained from the forensic
laboratory.” — PTI

[



~Farooqg
- slams

Sa
y 48

NEW DELHI, July 9. — Dr
Faroog Abdullah has accused
the Sangh parivar and the
media of creating a hype
against the autonomy resolu-
tion passed by the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly.

“I think there was a lot of
media hype. There has been a
lot of talk that it is going to
balkanise India,” the Chief
Minister told Karan Thapar in
BBC’s Hard Talk India pro-
gramme,

On whether the Sangh pari-
var had mislead the govern-
ment with a “misinformation”
campaign, he said: “It is defi-
nitely misinformation because
I can’t see why they rejected it
outright when they should
have talked.”

Dr Abdullah described
Mohammed Ali Jinnah as a
“nationalist” and said he had
been driven to accepting “a
moth-eaten Pakistan”. “Don’t
you think Jinnah was a nation-
alist? My father continuously
told me that he was more
nationalist than many.”

Asked if his remarks in the
Assembly that he should not be
pushed to the wall like Jinnah
and that he could have been
Prime Minister if he had gone
to Pakistan were reasons for
the outright rejection of the res-
olution by the Centre, he said:
“The way I said it and the way |
meant it .. it’s possible that
these people didn’t understand.”

On whether he was the

PTl and UNI
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Jinnah of 2000, he said: “I am
neither that intelligent nor
that great a lawyer.” -

Refusing to accept the official
reason for the rejection, he
said: “What was the need to set
up the Sarkaria Commission?
Even the BJP-ruled states said
we should have a commission
to decide on a true federal
structure.” He iterated that he
wouldn’t give up the autonomy
demand.

Talking to reporters in Srina-
gar, he said he was “hurt and
alienated” by the outright
rejection, adding that he would
depute his colleagues to New
Delhi to brief leaders of all
parties and MPs before the
monsoon session of Parliament
to clear the misgivings about
the autonomy demand.

Dr Abduliah denied having
been pushed to the wall by the
Centre and also ruled out dis-
missal, saying the era of dis-
missing governments was over.

He said no provocation would
drive him to nearer Pakistan as
he was an Indian from the core
of his heart. “I will remain an
Indian even if I am sent to
prison,” he said, adding that he |
was no stranger to the anti-India
label. Kashmir would never
become part of Pakistan, he said.

The National Conference
meets tomorrow to chalk out
its course of action. The party
today said it wouldn't take any
hasty step and avoid all con-
frontation with the Centre on
the issue though the manner of
rejection was “discourteous”.

T STATERMAM

10 JUL 20D



Doors open for autonom

Continued from page 1 /{/ t
discussion so that we evolve a solution rather
than harp on something that may sound politi-
cally correct but may not be workable.
However, in a democracy, I can't tell everyone
that they should do as I feel. You have to listen
to the majority in the party.

"My own people proposed an amendment to
the government's motion. Have you heard of
this happening anywhere else? Then the hon-
ourable Speaker, in his best judgement, ruled
that the amendment also be included in the
debate. I was not in the know of it till the last
moment."

Did he have no control over his party and his
MLASs? Could he not have asked them to with-
draw the amendment? I asked Dr Abdullah. "I
think it is very difficult for me as the President
of the National Conference and the Chief
Minister to really become a dictator. The mood
of the House too had to be taken into account,”
he explained.

Since he had a good relationship with Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, had he kept him
informed of the changing dynamics of the leg-
islative process'in the State Assembly?

Dr ullah claimed that he had told the
Prime Minister what was happening and that
Mr Vajpayee was a bit worried with the devel-
opments. "I told him that I had gone before the
people on the autonomy question and that I
could not go before them and say that this is all
{ could do. I am sure the Prime Minister did not
want the whole process to go the way it did."

y talks: Farooq

Did Dr |Abdullah want it to?g'o e waz gl l/\kclc-:ral State," Dr Abdullah replied.

went? "Well, it has gone the way it has gone. It
is now theke," he replied. If this is what the peo-
ple of J&K wanted, why had Dr Abdullah not
followed the Centre's rejection of the
Autonomy Resolution with mass mobilisation
of the people in the State on the issue? The
Chief Minister said that the "shock is far too
recent" and that it would take time for the peo-
ple to recover from it and think of the next
strategy.

In the worst case scenario - of there being no
discussion on the autonomy issue between the
Centre and him - did he see himself taking up
more extreme positions as time went by? Dr
Abdullah replied, "I don't know. I think time
itself will tell. My people have gone through
hell. I don't want to push them into further
tragedies. I will try to the very last to ensure that
sense prevails in the corridors of power in
Delhi. The rest is up to God."

Did Farooq Abdullah see himself as a man
who changed the course of history of Jammu
and Kashmir - if his father had done it once by
opting for India; had his son now provided the
pivot around which the politics of Jammu and
Kashmir will have to move henceforth, I asked
him? "I think I can't be as tall as my father. You
haven't produced a Mahatma Gandhi or a
Jawaharlal Nehru in the last fifty years. You
have not found another JP. So I don't think I can
step into the shoes of my father. However, I am
certain of one thing -- I have made the States
realise that India can become a good and strong

THE HINDUSTAN TR =:

So, had Farooq Abdullah finally arrived as a
political leader, as it were? "I don't know abouit -
that. But Farooq Abdullah certainly has the
most amount of troubles," he said.

How did he feel about the Centre dealing with
the All Party Hurriyat Conference, which seeks
independence, while keeping him at a distance
because he wants autonomy? Dr Abdullah
replied, "I would say to the government: 'Please
start talking to the Hurriyat on azadi and the
merger of Jammu and Kashmir with Pakistan
and then see what the people of Valley, Jammu
and Ladakh have to say. Let the nation know
where the Hurriyat stands and what the govern-
ment of India is offering them. You are not will-
ing to give us autonomy, I wonder how you will
offer them azadi and merger with Pakistan?

"That is why I say that I am open to discussing
every clause of the State Autonomy
Committee's recommendations. I want a feder-
al India, not a unitary India. I belong to a secu-
lar India, not to an India based on Hindutva. I
have never been for confrontation. I am for rec-
onciliation."

How should the people of the rest of India
judge him, I asked Dr Abdullah. "There are
those who view me through the RSS spectacles
- they see me as a traitor who ought to be put
behind bars. But they are in a minority. The
majority knows that I am fighting not for
Kashmir but for India, to retain and preserve
our way of life within the Indian Union," he
replied.

——



‘Centre haS/ieft

doors open for

autonom
ek T

JAMMU AND Kashmir Chief ‘Minister

Farooq Abdullah believes that the

Centre has not ruled out a dialogue with
him on greater autonomy to the State by not
accepting the State legislature's resolution
on it.

“I believe that the Centre-State dialogue
on the autonomy issue will still take place.
My understanding is that they have kept the
door for dialogue open. When I meet the
Prime Minister next, I will discuss the vari-
ous mechanisms for
the dialogue with
him,” Dr Abdullah
said in an exclusive
interview to The
Hindustan Times.

Virtually throwing
open the discussion
on the autonomy
issue once again, the
Chief Minister said
that any mechanism
for discussing the
issue was acceptable
to him. He said that
as far as he was con-
cerned, each and
every clause of the |
recommendations of
the State Autonomy
Committee report
was open for discus-

Farooq Abdullah talks
exclusively to HT

y talks’

'
autonomy issue." R l/'

The Chief Minister seemed to make a clear
distinction between the non-acceptance of
the autonomy resolution passed by the State
Assembly and the State Autonomy
Committee Report which, he said, was still
under the consideration of the Centre. "I
think the Resolution has been pushed out.
Some people say that it was not worded
properly. Perhaps the Centre took the word-
ing of the Resolution as an affront. That was
not our intention. However, the State
Autonomy Committee Report is still under
consideration. I do not think that they can
just push it out,” he
said. Admitting that
"they (the Centre)
gave it to us as good
as we gave it to
them," he, however,
claimed that he was
"terribly upset” with
the whole thing.

There is a strong
belief  that the
National Conference
Is being disingenuous
in talking of a dia-
logue on the autono-
my issue now while
having substituted a
relatively open
motion before the
4 State Assembly with
1 a harder resolution
in the last minute.

sion, dialogue and debate.

The report of the State Autonomy
Committee, Dr Abdullah felt, could still be
referred to a committee of legal experts as it
addressed constitutional issues. The Union
Government could even send it to the
Constitution Review Committee that it had
set up.

"If they say it is a political issue," Dr
Abdullah said, "why should it not be sent to
a political committee of some kind? These
are only mechanisms for discussion. We have
no objection to any mechanism so long as
the discussion is held with an open mind. A
dialogue is essential with people who under-
stand the law and who are concerned with
the issue, Only then can we see how best a
working relationship can be evolved on the
issue. Our primary interest is in reducing the
alienation of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir, and thereby strengthening Indian
democracy. This can only be done by clear-
ing the disinformation campaign about the

The motion originally moved by the
National Conference in the legislature
talked of the State setting up a ministerial
committee to initiate a dialogue on autono-
my not only with the Union Government but
also other States, the convening of an all-
party meeting on the issue and requesting
the Union Government to also set up a min-
isterial committee to initiate a dialogue on
the State Autonomy Committee Report.

However, after three members of the
National Conference moved an amendment
to this motion, the party itself substituted
the initial motion by another that announced
the acceptance of the report and demanded
effective steps from the Union and the State
Government "for implementation" of the
recommendations.

Asked why his party had done this, and
whether this meant that the National
Conference had in effect shut the door for
discussion, Dr Abdullah replied, "T am for

Continued on Page 12




Abdullah’s Autonomy”

Is Unworkable, Untenable, Dangerous

) IN the ongoing debate on Kashmir
autonomy, the fundamental point
to note is the distinction between au-
tonomy that leads to efficiency in
administration, speed in develop-
ment and fuller realisation of the
creative potential of a community,
and autonomy that breeds sepa-
ratism, subversion and secession.
Consider the following points: The
Instrument of Accession of October
27,1947, and the Indian Constitution
adopted on January 26, 1950, irrevo-
cably brought Jammu and Kashmir
under the territorial and constitu-
tional jurisdiction of India. Article 1
made it a permanent part of the In-
dian Union. Article 370 provided for
a special relationship which, to use
the words of Jawaharlal Nehru, was
temporary. Said Nehru: “We all
wanted to leave it in a fluid condi-
tion because of the various factors
and gradually to develop the rela-
tions — legal and constitutional re-
lations. As a result of this, a rather
unusual provision was made in our
Constitution. That provision is now
in Article 370, in part XXI, tempo-

' rary and transitional provisions.”

Under Article 370, Parliament
can make laws for J&K with regard
to the items in the Union and con-
current lists — items other than de-
fence, foreign affairs and communi-
cation — but only with the concur-
rence of the state government.

In July 1952, representatives of
the state and the Union arrived at
the Delhi Agreement which provid-
ed for the abolition of the heredi-
tary-rulership; vesting of the resid-
uary and ‘concurrent’ powers in the
state; continuance of special citizen-
ship rights for the ‘state subjects’;
flying of a separate flag for the state
with the national flag also finding a
‘supremely distinct place’; and, sub-
ject to certain limitations, extension
of the provisions of the Indian
Constitution to the state.

Sheikh Abdullah implemented
whatever suited him. But when it
came to items which made for

- greater integration of the state with
the Union, he resorted to the sub-
terfuge of referring them to one or
another sub-committee of the state
Constituent Assembly. His tactics
upset even Nehru, who wrote to
Abdullah: “To me it has been a ma-
jor surprise that settlement arrived
at between us should be by-passed
or repudiated. That strikes at the
root of all confidence. My honour is
bound up with my word.”

It was only after Bakshi Ghulam
Mohammad became head of J&K
government that various legal and
constitutional measures were taken
to bring about workable arrange-
ments in the political as well as ad-
ministrative areas. The process was
set in motion by the promulgation

By JAGMOHAN

of the Constitution (Application to
Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 1954,
Over the next few years, many more
provisions of the Indian Constitu-
tion were extended to the state: Fi-
nancial integration was followed by
extension of the jurisdiction of cus-
toms, central excise, post and tele-
graph, civil aviation, comptroller
and auditor-general and census. In
1960, the Supreme court was given
powers to entertain ‘special leave to
appeal’ against the decision of the
J&K high court. The supervisory
role of the Election Commission of
India was also allowed, though elec-
tions continued to be held under the
laws of the state. Articles 356 and
357 of the Indian Constitution were
extended in 1964 and some Central
labour laws in 1965. In 1968, Entry
72 of the union list, which provides
for appeals to the Supreme Court

IN BRIEF =

» Autonomy that leads to
efficient governance is
different from autonomy that
leads to separatism and
subversion

» Between 1953 and 1975
many provisions of the
Constitution were extended
to J&K

» This was done for practical
considerations and in the
interest of the common
citizens of the state

* These modifications do not
undermine the identity of
Kashmir, nor do they obstruct
welfare work

from the decision of the high court

on election petitions, was ex-
tended.
What is wrong with these

modifications? In what way do they
harm the interest of the common
Kashmiri or undermine his identity,
religion, culture, language or any
other aspiration? They merely
establish a smoother, constitutional,
administrative  and  financial
arrangement. And they were
brought about with the full concur-
rence of the state government.
Moreover, there is still a vast area
which remains under the exclusive
jurisdiction of the state government.
The citizens of India are not ipso
facto citizens of J&K; they cannot
acquire right of settlement and hold
property in the state. They cannot
vote in the assembly or panchayat
elections. A woman citizen of J&K
loses her property and other rights
if she marries a non-state resident.
Article 360, allowing for the

) ‘9;&)\)’\’ ~

detlarationof financial emergency,
is not applicable to J&K. Nor is
Article 365, which authorises the
President of India to issue direc-
tions to the state government: Arti-
cle 352, too, has only limited appli-
cation.

In February 1975, Sheikh Abdul-
lah and Indira Gandhi signed the
‘Kashmir accord’ which gave the
impression that certain aspects relat-
ing to autonomy could be reviewed.
But the government of Sheikh
Abdullah could not formulate any
proposal with regard to the with-
drawal of any law or provision of
the Indian Constitution which had
been extended to the state between
August 1953 and February 1975.

The reason why no change was
sought was that all the measures en-
forced during this period were ne-
cessitated by practical considera-
tions and in the interest of the com-
mon citizen of the state. What objec-
tion, for instance, could be taken to
the extension of jurisdiction of the
Election Commission or the Supre-
me Court or the Comptroller and
Auditor-General of India? These
extensions merely make available
better justice and better accounting
and audit arrangements. In what
way do they militate against the
identity or personality of Kashmir?

Those who demand pre-1952/53
status for Kashmir take care not
to address themselves to concrete
questions. They remain convenient-
1y vague and show little respect to
the practical implications of their
stand. For instance, they suppress
the fact that, in the absence of full
financial integration with the
Union, Kashmir would have no re-
source at all for development. It is
the Union finances that provide the
entire funds for the state’s five-year
plans and also for the substantial
part of the non-plan expenditure.

Likewise, what happens without
Article 356 — President’s Rule —in
case of a breakdown of the constitu-
tional machinery in the state or if
the state refuses to comply with
any direction concerning defence,
foreign affairs or communications?

The crucial questions that need
to be asked are: In what way is
any welfare work or work of devel-
opment held up for want of powers?

ere is any law or executive order
or judicial pronouncement that
has undermined the personality
or identity of Kashmir or altered
its spiritual landscape?

The advocates of pre-53 position
for J&K are misleading the people,
planting untenable and unworkable
notions in their minds and arousing
false and dangerous hopes.

The author is Union urban
development minister and a former
governor of Jammu and Kashmir




oog falls on his face, aiming high ‘?5\

AROOQ Abdullah shows every sign of having tried it on

and protesting too much when found out. He did not deny
that he sprang this autonomy resolution on the nation after
promising Vajpayee that it was a harmless airing of views and
no resolution would be passed in the Kashmir Assembly; he
went ahead and did just that. The only provocation seems to
have been the prospect of the Home Ministry talking to the
Hurriyat, whereas he would like to retain his position as the
only link with the people of Kashmir whom he serves so ill.
Instead of frightening the Government into giving up the idea
he has only succeeded in firming their resolve not to be bul-
lied. It remains to be seen however, whether the Home
| Ministry will, in fact proceed to talk to the Hurriyat leaders as
they have intended and should be dcing, or restriet themselves
to standing still as they have done these many years. Having
said that, Farooq has lost no time in reversing himself, now
that his bluff has been called. Appearing on television, he
tried his best to sound the injured party. He did not know why
“they” rejected the demand outright instead of giving him the
importance he craved by talking to him so that he could
extract something for his private benefit. Perhaps he would
have settled for Sadar-e-Riyasat for the Governor and Prime
Minister for himself. He had said earlier that if he had gone to
Pakistan, he would have been prime minister of that country
long ago. Having made such a suggestive statement, he would
have us believe that he only intended to say that Jinnah was a
nationalist! He happens to be right about Jinnah but the con-
text escapes us. Jinnah was in the forefront of the nationalist
movement for Home Rule; his speech in defence of Bhagat
Singh in the Viceroy’s Executive Council turned the House
against the passing of an infamous resolution seeking to stand
the criminal procedure code on its head and allowing the trial
of an accused in his absence. He did that while Gandhiji and
the Indian National Congress were strangely silent, wishing
Bhagat Singh would simply go away. This is history but where
is the relevance to Farooq’s action in drawing attention to
himself? With engaging modesty he disclaims any intention to
compare himself to Jinnah — “I am neither that intelligent
nor that great a lawyer”. Intelligence is a matter of evidence,
but we did not know that Abdullah was a lawyer at all. We
thought he practised medicine in the UK before opportunity
brought him to India.

His protestations sound less than sincere. He insists no
provocation would drive him towards Pakistan, he is an
Indian from the core of his heart. “I will remain an Indian
even if | am sent to prison” says the absentee chief minister of
Kashmir, “Kashmir would never become part of Pakistan.”
Just address me as prime minister of Kashmir he seems to
suggest and 1 will forget all about autonomy!

The reason why his demand cannot be accepted even as a
talking point is simple enough. Every state of the Union wants
a greater say in the affairs of the particular state. There is a
whole report on Centre/State Relations by the Sarkaria
Commission. There is the Finance Commission, which decides
on sharing revenues and there are other fora available. Farooq
does not go to any of these. He exploits the sensitivity over
Kashmir and then pretends he is misunderstood.

Try something else, Chief Minister!

TRY SOMETHING ELSE, |
\\,\ Far

THE STATESHAM



‘PRESSURE ON TO SNAP TIES WITH NDA’

Crucial NC meet
begms in Srinagar

By Shujaat Bukhari s (9

SRINAGAR, JuLy 10. The crucial
working committee meeting of
the ruling National Conference
(NC) in Jammu and Kashmir be-
gan here today to decide on its
continuance in the National
Democratic  Alliance  (NDA).
Though no indications were avail-
able on the future course of ac-
tion, the members were not in an
upbeat mood.

All 31 members of the working
committee, belonging to all the
three regions of the State, met at
the residence of the party general
secretary, Sheikh Nazir Ahmed.
None of them talked to mediaper-
sons on what line would be taken
in the backdrop of the Centre’s

re}ectlon of the autonomy resolu-
tion passed by the State Assembly
last Tuesday.

The Chief Minister and party
president, Dr. Farooq Abdullah,
was the last to arrive. He said it
would take them an hour to delib-
erate upon issues and take a deci-
sion. When his son and Union
Minister, Mr. Omar Abdullah, ex-
pressed surprise at this, he said,
“Yes. We are going to finish it by
that time."”

However, Sheikh Nazir, who
talked to the waiting mediaper-
sons, said that the deliberations
would resume tomorrow. When
asked what options were being
discussed, he shot back saying “to
remain in the NDA or not”. He
added that all the members had

The Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah,
with National Conference leaders, Mr. Omar Abdullah,
Mr. Guiam Mohiuddin Shah, Mr. P. L. Handoo and Sheikh Nazir
at a working committee meeting in Srinagar on Monday.
— Photo: Nissar Ahmad

spoken in favour of autonomy.

On the Union Law Minister, Mr.
Ram Jethmalani's statement that
a dialogue could be held, he re-
torted, “What dialogue? What we
had to say we have said and con-
veyed it to the Centre and asked

them to take positive steps.” But

the Centre had summarily reject-
ed the resolution. "It could have
debated whether to give the
pre-1953 position or not.”

Mr. Nazir denied that the party
had softened its stand on autono-
my, saying, “We have given this
agenda to the people after the
Congress() and the UF Govern-
ments failed to keep their com-
mitments.” Any MP was free to
move a motion in Parliament if he
had the support.

Mr. Nazir, however, said that
the NC was not for confrontation
with the Centre adding that the
BJP was not the NDA.

The meeting started with
speeches by Mr. Qamar Ali Ak-
hoon, Mr. B.A. Nengroo, Mr. Chu-
ni Lal Khajuria and Mr. Togdan
Rimpooche, who condemned the
Centre for turning down the au-
tonomy resolution. The mood of
the members was defiant but
there was no clear indication as to
which way the wind was blowing.

This is for the first time that the
working committee is meeting af-
ter the Union Cabinet rejected the
autonomy resolution. Dr. Abdul-
lah holds the key, but pressure is
building up within his party on
severing the ties with the NDA.
Mr. Omar Abdullah was sum-
moned on Saturday to attend the
meeting. The Centre, on its part,
has been trying to persuade Dr.
Abdullah not to quit the NDA.

LA



Temporary, Yes
But only \t/@ Preserve J&K’s Autonomy

e

The Jammu and Kashmir autono-
my committee report has aroused
passions on all sides. At the centre of
the controversy is the special status
granted to the state under Article 370
of the Indian Constitution. Yesterday
in these columns, Urban Develop-
ment Minister Jagmohan argued that
the Article was conceived as a tempo-
rary measure. Further that this
justified the gradual extension of
the Union’s jurisdiction to J&K.
Today, we carry the autonomy
committee report’s interpretation of
Article 370 — Edit page editor

Acareful study of the text (of
Article 370) reveals six
special provisions for J&K. First, it
exempted the state totally from
the provisions of the Constitution of
India providing for the governance
of the states. It (J&K) was allowed
1o have its own constitution within
the Indian Union.

Second, Parliament’s legislative
power over the state was restricted
to three subjects — defence, exter-
nal affairs and communications.
(In respect of these) only “consulta-
tion” with the state government
was required since the state had
already accepted them in 1947 by
the Instrument of Accession.

Third, if other “constitutional”
provisions and other Union powers
are to be extended to the state,
prior “concurrence” of the state
government was required.

Fourth ...even that concurrence
alone did not suffice. It had to be
ratified by the state’s Constituent
Assembly. This is often overlooked.
Article 370 (2) says clearly: “If
the concurrence of the government
of state.. be given before the
Constituent Assembly for the
purpose of framing the Constitution
of the state is convened, it shall be
placed before such (Constituent)
Assembly for such decision as it
may take thereon”.

Fifth ...the state government’s au-
thority to give the “concurrence”
lasts only till the state’s Constituent
Assembly is “convened”. It is an “in-
terim” power... Moreover, the Presi-
dent cannot exercise his power to
extend the Indian Constitution to
J&K indefinitely. The power has to
stop at the point the state’s Con-
stituent Assembly drafted the state’s
Constitution and decided finally
what additional subjects to confer
on the Union and what other provi-
sions of the Constitution of India it
should get extended to the state...
Once the state’s Constituent Assem-
bly had finalised the scheme and
dispersed, the President’s extending
powers ended completely.

Sixth ...the last step in the process,
is that Article 370 (3) empowers the

Pre\ident to make an order abrogat-
ing &r amending it. But for this,
also “the recommendation” of
the state’s Constituent Assembly
“shall be mnecessary before the
President issues such a notification”.

Article 370 cannot be abrogated
or amended by resource to the
amending provisions of the Consti-
tation which apply to all the other
states because Article 368 has a
proviso which says that no constitu-
tional amendment “shall have effect
in relation to the state of Jammu
and Kashmir” unless applied by
order of the President under Article
370. That requires first the concur-
rence of the state government and
subsequent ratification by its (J&K)
Constituent Assembly.

Article 370 was authoritatively
explained by its mover in the
(Jndian) Constituent Assembly,

s Article 370 restricts
Parliament’s power over J&K
to defence, extemnal affairs
and communications

« For extending other
Constitutional provisions,
state government's
permission required

» But this permission is subject
fo ratification by the state’s
Constituent Assembly
{now defunct)

¢ Article 370 cannot be
amended or abrogated now
because this requires the
recommendation of the
Constituent Assembly

Mr N Gopalaswamy Ayyangar...

Mr Ayyangar said in the
Constituent Assembly on October
17, 1949: “...(As) to matters which
are not mentioned in the Instrument
of Accession, and it is one of our
commitments to the people and
government of Kashmir that no such
additions should be made except
with the consent of the (J&K) Con-
stituent Assembly which may be
called in the state for the purpose of
framing its Constitution. In other
words, what we are committed to is
that these additions are matters for
the determination of the Constituent
Assembly of the state”.

Mr Ayyangar explained that, “the
provision is made that when the
Constituent Assembly of the state
has met and taken its decision both
on the Constitution for the state and
on the range of federal jurisdiction
over the state, the President may, on
the recommendation of that Con-

stituent Assembly, issue an order
that this Article... shall either cease
to be operative or shall be operative,
only subject to such exceptions and
modifications as may be specified by
him. But before he issued any order
of that kind the recommendation of
the Constituent Assembly will be a
condition precedent.

This unique process of Presiden-
tial orders altering Constitutional
provisions by an executive order
ends with the final decision of
the state’s Constituent Assembly.
“When it (J&K Constituent Assem-
bly) has come to a decision on the
different matters, it will make a rec-
ommendation to the President who
will either abrogate (the) Article... or
direct that it shall apply with such
modifications and exceptions as the
Constituent Assembly may recom-
mend”. Mr Ayyangar repeatedly
said that the government’s concur-
rence alone will not do. “That con-
currence should be placed before
the Constituent Assembly when it
meets and the Constituent Assem-
bly may take whatever decisions it
likes on those matters”.

...Sheikh Saheb (Sheikh Abdul-
lah) told the state’s Constituent As-
sembly on August 11, 1952 that “the
fact that Article 370 has been men-
tioned as temporary provision in the
(Indian) Constitution . does not
mean that it is capable of being ab-
rogated, modified or replaced uni-
laterally. In actual fact, the tempo-
rary nature of this Article arises
merely from the fact that the power
to finalise the Constitutional relation-
ship between the state and the Union
has been specifically vested in the
J&K Constituent Assembly... It fol-
lows that whatever modifications,
amendments, or exceptions that may
become necessary either to Article
370, or any other Article in the Con-
stitution of India in their application
to the Jammu and Kashmir state, are
subject to the decisions of this sover-
eign body (Constituent Assembly)”.

Obviously, once this body dispers-
es after completion of its task, no
amendments to the Constitution of
India could be made in their applica-
tion to the state for the simple rea-
son that the sovereign and appoint-
ed ratifying body no longer existed...

Sheikh Saheb warned: “I would
like to make it clear that any sugges-
tions of altering arbitrarily this basis
of our relationship with India would
not constitute breach of the spirit
and letter of the Constitution, but
it may invite serious consequences
for a harmonious association of
our state with India”. ~ . -

{Excerpts from chaptet'¥. of the
report of the J&K gilfdhomy
committee, entitled, Article '
Constitution of India)
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/BEGUM JEHAN DIES; VAJPAYEE ATTENDS FUNERAL

/ NC meet deferred, PM
for talks

invites F

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JULY 11. The autonomy
issue was reopened today with
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, inviting the Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr.
Farooq Abdullah, for “further dia-
logue”, saying the Centre’s rejec-
tion of autonomy resolution
passed by the J&K Assembly was
not “outright

[ 3 7!' ) g" ~ Ped ‘r\
Mr. Vajpayee, w?o arrived {eée’)\

to participate in the last rites of
egum Akbar Jehan, wife of late
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah
who passed away here this morn-
ing, also visited the famous Haz-
ratbal shrine for the first time.
The meeting of the National Con-
ference working committee,
which was to be resumed this eve-
ning, has been postponed till July
15 in view of the demise of Begum
Jehan, mother of Dr. Farooq Ab-
dullah.

Accompanied by the Union
Home Minister, Mr. LK. Advani,
and the Defence Minister, Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes, Mr. Vajpayee
told mediapersons outside the
Hazratbal shrine that they prayed
for the peace, prosperity and de-
velopment of the State.

‘Not an outright rejection’

“I have invited Dr. Abdullah to

Delhi for further dialogue (on au-

+ sjtonomy),” he said, adding that

the Union Cabinet had not reject-

ed the autonomy resolution out-

right but “it was not accepted”.

So, there was scope for discus-

sion. Asked what would be the ba-

| sis for such a dialogue, he did not

| elaborate. Mr. Vajpayee also re-

f fused to cite the reasons for the
rejection of the resolution.

Dr. Abdullah confirmed that he

had been invited for talks by the
l Prime Minister. “I am otherwise
|

going to Delhi to receive the B.C.
Roy Award on July 14 and will
come back to attend the fourth-
day ceremony of my mother.” On

The Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, with the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K Advanli, at the funeral of
Begum Jehan in Srinagar on Tuesday. — Photo: Nissar Ahamad

July 15, he would again visit Delhi
for the proposed talks but would
first convene the National Confer-
ence working committee meeting
to deliberate the autonomy issue.

Asked what was the signifi-
cance of Mr. Vajpayee’s unsched-
uled visit to Hazratbal, Dr.
Abdullah said, “It has a great reli-
gious and political history and
this visit was also religious and
political.”

Earlier, Mr. Vajpayee landed at
the Srinagar airport and drove
straight to Dr. Abdullah’s resi-
dence and laid a wreath on the
body cf Begum Akbar Jehan. Mr.
Advani and Mr. Fernandes, be-
sides the Governor, Mr. G.C. Saxe-
na, who was in Delhi and flew
with Mr. Vajpayee, also laid

wreaths. The Prime Minister, after
a brief halt at the Raj Bhavan, vis-
ited the banks of the Dal Lake
where Begum Jehan was buried
by the side of her late husband,
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah.
She was buried with the full state
honours and the Government an-
nounced a State holiday today.

The Begum’s death has been
widely mourned. Her sons Mr.
Tariq Abdullah, Dr. Mustafa Ka-
mal (a State Minister), daughter
Prof. Suraya Mattoo, son-in-law
and former Chief Minister, Mr.
G.M. Shah, were also present.

A towering personality
A towering personality in Kash-

mir politics, Begum Akbar Jehan

was born in 1916 in a family

which had converted to Islam
from Christianity. Married to
Sheikh Abdullah in 1933, she al-
ways stood by her husband who
spent 22 years in incarceration af-
ter being dismissed in 1953. The
patron of the ruling National
Conference till her death, she was
first elected to the Lok Sabha in
1977 from Srinagar and from
Anantnag in 1984.

After the Sheikh's death in
1982, she continued to be a
source of inspiration to the party
workers. When militancy erupted
in 1989, she quit active politics.
Indisposed for quite some time,
she breathed her last on Tuesday

- Jnorning.

pags.

's Hazratbal visit: page 13




Centre’

PM attends Farooq mother

HT Correspondeént .
New Deini. Juy 11 X7-

N A major initiative to ease the
Itension following the Cabinet's
B rejection of the autonomy reso-
lution Prime Minister A B
Vajp#yee today invited Jammu and
Kastmir Chief Minister Farooq
Abiullah to New Delhi on July 15
fora dialogue.

1r Vajpayee's invitation came as
¢ PM, accompanied by Home
» sitiister L K Advani and Defence

Ainister George Fernandes, flew
to Srinagar as a special gesture to
pay their last respects to Begun
Akbar Jehan, the widow of Sheikh
Abdullah, who passed away this
morning after prolonged illness.
She was 84 and the chief patron of
the National Conference.

Besides commiserating with Dr
Abdullah at his hour of bereave-
ment, Mr Vajpayee, accompanied
by other central leaders, paid obei-
sance at the historic Harzratbal
shrine and held out hope for a
solution to the Kashmir problem.
They also laid wreaths at the
memorial of Sheikh Abdullah.

“There are many things to talk
and the dialogue will continue,”
the Prime Minister said in
response to questions on what was
left to be discussed after the
Cabinet's rejection of the autono-
my demand.

Mr Vajpayee said the Cabinet's
decision was based on many rea-
sons and could not be termed as an
"outright rejection."

Clearly pleased with the National
Conference's decision to postpone
its working committee meeting on
whether to remain in the NDA, Mr
Vajpayee said his message was that
"we have to live together for peace
and prosperity of Jammu and

Kashmir and ghe country.”
Dr Abgdllah, on his part,

s ol

[

Jehan was buried beside the Sheikh’s grave i

responded positively to  Mr
Vajpayee's invitation saying, "Yes, I
have been formally invited to New
Delhi for talks." Before coming to
the Capital, the Chief Minister
said the National Conference's
working committee would meet to
finalise its stand.

On being asked about the signifi-
cance of Mr Vajpayee's visit to
Hazratbal, the Chief Minister said:
"You must know that Hazratbal is a
religious and political centre.
Therefore, visit ‘has political
and @ligi s significance."”

s bunal, v

Atal Behari Vajpayee, L K Advani and Geo

WQ"

S

. .

In the Centre's view, although it
was the death of Begum Akbar
Jehan which forced the National
Conference to postpone its work-
ing committee meeting, Dr
Abdullah had avoided a hawkish
approach and gained time to take a
fresh look at the issue.

As a special gesturc, the Union
Cabinet today condoled.-the dcath

-of Dr Abdullah's mother saying it

was "a loss to the nation." And BJP
leaders here expressed the hope
that the easing of tension between
the Centre and the NC would

rge Fernandes at the grave of Sheikh Abdullah. Begum Akbar
n Srinagar on Tuesday. Photo: AFP

branch to NU

isits Hazratbal shrine

eventually lead to a dialogue.

Although Dr Abdullah is still
firm on the autonomy demand,
what has pleased the Centre is that
he has so far avoided a decision on
breaking ties with the NDA and -
precipitating a crisis for New
Delhi.

The BJP, which had taken a
strong view of Dr Abdullah's
autonomy demand, also showed
signs of softening up. Party chief
Kushabhau Thakre hailed Begum

Akbar Jehan as a "pious ladg.” .
Obituary on Page 10
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HEN the Union Home
Minister LK Advani
went to Leh, on 7 June,

he knew he was on charged ter-
rain. The Ladakh Buddhist
Association has for years
threatened violence. “It seems
that the Centre understands
only the language of violence”,
its President had said as far
back as on 18 May 1992. A
social boycott of Muslims was
on for months. Last year the
hapless refugees from Kargil
were cold-shouldered in Leh.
Enactment of the Ladakh
Autonomous Hill Development
Councils Act, 1997 notwith-
standing, the LBA revived its
demand for Union Territory
status.

Earlier, on 13 May 1992, the
Governor of J&K, GC Saxena,
ruled out categorically any
move for trifurcation of the
state. Now, in contrast, Advani
has encouraged it. The ritual
qualification “within the four
corners of the Constitution” is
less relevant than the fact that
the Home Minister has counte-
nanced (“can discuss”) the tri-
furcation and in the context of
the memo the LBA gave to the
PM that day containing the
demand.

Constitutionally, the Centre
has no right or power in this
matter at all. Article 3 empow-
ers Parliament “by law” to “di-
minish the area of any State”.
In relation to Kashmir, no such
Bill can even “be introduced in
Parliament without the con-
sent of the Legislature of that
State”. The Centre has no busi-
ness to offer to “consider” a de-
mand whose acceptance is the
sole prerogative of Kashmir.

Advani could not have been
unmindful of the chain reaction
which his remarks would set.
Jammu’s separation from the
state of Jammu and Kashmir

' was demanded by the Jan

Sangh at the very moment of
its birth in 1951. It will lead to
a partition of the state on com-
munal lines with incalculable
consequences, at home and
internationally. The region of
Ladakh comprises two districts
~ Leh, which is predominantly
Buddhist, and predominantly
Muslim Kargil which “would
remain with Kashmit®as an

{ influential leader Asghar
! Karbalayee said on 19 June.

JAMMU
Jammu will split evenly.
Three of its six districts have a
Muslim majority — Doda

"(63.59 per cent; Poonch (88.87

per cent); and Rajouri (60.97
per cent). The latter two abut
the LoC. The other three are
Udhampur, Jammu and Kath-

-ua. A tehsil in Udhampur and

three in Rajauri will go to the
Valley.

Jawaharlal Nehru told the
Lok Sabha on 25 March 1953:
“It has been proposed ... "Well,
if not Kashmir, let Jammu
become completely inter-relat-
ed with India’. That obviously
means that the Jammu and
Kashmir state is disrupted.
And we support this famous
process of integration by dis-
ruption and by throwing away
inevitably the rest of the State
into somebedy’s lap.”

Sheikh Abdullah sharply
reminded Shyamaprasad
Mookerjee on 4 February 1953:
“This arrangement Article 370
has not been arrived at now
but as early as 1949 when you
happened to be a part of the
Government”. Nehru delivered
the same reminder in the Lok

‘Sabha on 7 August 1952: “a

basis which was made in my
absence from India — I was in
America at that time — and
laid down by that stout builder
of this nation — Sardar Patel”.
The Constituent Assembly
adopted Article 370 of the
Constitution on 17 October
1949. The Constitution has
since become studded with its
companions conferring “special
status” on Nagaland (Article

[ 371A); Sikkim (Article 371F);

Mizoram (Article 371G); and
Arunachal Pradesh (Article
371H). Parliament may not, for

The author is a lawyer and
commentator on current

| affairs.

By AG NOORANI

instance, alter laws on land

and on criminal and civil jus-

tice in Nagaland and Mizoram.

It speaks for Sheikh Saheb’s
vision that whenever he spoke
of Kashmir’s autonomy vis-a-
vis Centre, he stressed also the
need for autonomy to its re-

gions in his inaugural address

to the State’s Constituent
Assembly on 5 November 1951,
and repeatedly later.

A misconception must be dis-
pelled here. Districts or regions
within a state are exposed to
its government’s “overlordship”
regardless of whether it has a
“special status” within the
Union or not. Devolution of
power from the state capital
downwards alone can prevent
that. Hence, the 73rd and 74th

Constitutional Amendments
(1992) on the panchayats and
the municipalities, respective-
ly. Jammu and Leh enjoy no
better “protection” from
Srinagar now or would if
Article 370 were restored to
what it was before its unconsti-
tutional erosion. They do need
fair guarantees of devolution of
the kind Sheikh Abdullah had
envisaged.-

There can, doubtless, be two
opinions on the Report of the
State Autonomy Committee.
There can be no two informed
opinions on the inspired stu-
pidity of the report of the Re-
gional Autonomy Committee.
One wonders whether the two
MLAs and a minister who
inscribed their signatures to it
had delved into the historical,
economic and other texts it
ostentatiously cites. That must
be the handiwork of an overly
zealous academic far removed
from reality. It holds that “it is
relevant to define the regions
within the State”. Why? Be-
cause in his opinion “This issue
is basic to the political and eco-
nomic empowerment of the
people”. And he proceeds to
undertake “the mapping of the
regions”. Eight are listed; some
with fancy names for the lay
like Kamraz, Nundabad and
Maraz. It ends up by carving
up the State, in effect, on a
communal basis instead of tak-
ing the State just as it is and
formulating a scheme of devo-
lution which would satisfy the
legitimate aspirations of
Jammu and Ladakh.

MODELS

- He did grave disservice by
muddying the waters. Kargil,
he separated from Leh, and
Poonch, Rajouri and Doda,
from Jammu with a tehsil of
Udhampur thrown in. He had
ample models to draw upon
which he ignored. Devolution of
power to Scotland and Wales is
one of them. On 11 April 1992
the BJP leader Chaman Lal
presented the PM with a memo
which demanded inter alia
“Statutory Regional Councils
“be established in all the three
regions of Jammu, Ladakh and
Kashmir on the principle of
division of legislative, execu-
tive and judicial powers of the
State between the State and
the Region ... within the frame-
work of the Indian Union and
the unity of the States”. It can
be improved upon.

A sensible approach on devo-
lution would have raised the
level of debate on both Reports.
As the Governor, GC Saxena
had said in an interview to this
paper on 6 May 1992 that
“short of secession or azaadi
(freedom), Kashmir can have
anything within the framework

TRIFURCATION .

Communalising The Kashmir Issue

_ of the Indian Constitution”.

Which brings us to the self-
indulgence of another academ-
ic, Joseph E Schwartzberg. He
familiarised himself, in intoxi-
cating detail, with the linguis-
tic, ethnic, geographical divi-
sions of Kashmir and proceed-
ed, in his inebriation, to inform
whoever lent him an ear on
how the State should be carved
up. The report of the much
talked about Kashmir Study
Group bears the impress of his
hare-brained outpourings.
Which is a great pity.

The KSG is neither a US
state department front nor its
adviser. It was set up by M
Farooq Kathwari of whom a lot
is said, little known. Poor when
young, this Kashmiri went to
the US and became a billion-
aire. Just when happiness
seemed perfect, tragedy struck
him. Unknown to him, his son
went to fight in Afghanistan
and was killed there. Kathwari
— who, incidentally, this
writer has never met — did
what people in such situations
do — fight grief with commit-
ment to a cause. His KSG com-
prised some 20-odd members of
distinction. They laboured
hard. A lot of money was spent
in travels and publication of
excellently produced reports
and maps, which is not to over-
look the inaccuracy. If a sense
of realism had kept company
with sincerity, their proposals
would have been more rele-
vant. That is no reason for not
studying them carefully; least
of all treating them with smear
or suspicion.

Let us look beyond our fron-
tiers to gain some perspective,
some calm. At our instance, Sri
Lanka acknowledged in the
1987 accord that it “is a multi-
ethnic and a multi-lingual
plural society.” India is much
larger, far more diverse. The
Meech Lake Accord (1987)
between the PM and the Pre-
miers of Canada’s ten Pro-
vinces recognised “that Quebec
constitutes within Canada a
distinct society”. Failure to ra-

tify it led to aliemation in |

Quebec.

GOALS
The Supreme Court of

Canada’s ruling on 20 August
1998 is very relevant to our sit-
uation. It said that the “princi-
ple of federation facilitates the
pursuit of collective goals of
cultural and linguistic minori-
ties which form the majority
within a particular province.
This is the case in Quebec...” It
cannot secede “unilaterally”;
but nor can Ottawa ignore sep-
aratist sentiments in the
province. The solution lies in
“negotiations”. The Court pas-
sed severe strictures on refusal
by either the Centre or the
Province earnestly “to negoti-
ate in accordance with the con-
stitutional principles” it had
outlined in the judgment. It
was a unanimous judgment by
nine judges of distinction. A
model of judicial statesman-
ship, it frowned on both
extremes.

That is the only course open
to all concerned in Kashmir.
The LoC divides Jammu as
well as the Valley. We need to
look beyond it and to promote
dialogue at all levels — with
the Hurriyat, between the two
halves of Kashmir, with Pak-

istan, and, indeed, with all the .

elements in all the regions of
the State. If the two Koreas
can sign an agreement on
reunion of separated families,
why cannot India and Pakistan
in respect of divided Kashmir?

As Canada’s Supreme Court
said: “No one can predict the
course that such negotiations
might take”. But they would
definitely mark a change of
direction, a raising of sights. In
like situations GM Sadiq, a
cerebral CM of Kashmir, often
quoted a couplet by the immor-
tal Majaaz: Kuch nahi to kum
se kum khwab-e-sahar dekha to
hai/ Jis taraf dekha na tha ab
tak udhar dekha to hai. (If
nothing else, I have at least
dreamt of a dawn/ Where I had
never before turned to cast my
eyes, I have now turned and
seen).
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Farooq changes tack, will speak
of devolution, not autonomyy,

By Manoj Joshi{ \\\

The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment and J&K chief minister
Farooq Abdullah have agreed to
restart a dialogue on autonomy by
beginning discussions on the devo-
lution of more financial and
administrative powers to the state.

Having hit a brick wall in asking
for restoration of the state’s pre-
1953  status, the National
Conference is apparently now
willing to discuss the subject under
the rubfic of ‘devolution’ since the
word ‘autonomy’ has been per-

ceived as a red rag for the Union
cabinet. State officials and minis-
ters now say that ‘autonomy’ and
‘devolution” are interchangeable,
emphasising that they are not
interested in any confrontation
with the Centre on the subject.
This is a view that sits well with
the position taken by Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and
home minister L.K. Advani in
rejecting the autonomy resolution.
The government’s decision to
talk to Dr Abdullah is based on a
carefully constructed compromise
that was in the works after the

peremptory rejection of the assem- .
bly resolution. Union government
officials say that while the funeral
of Begum Akbar Jehan, Farooq’s
mother, acted as a catalyst in bring-
ing New Delhi and Srinagar
together, the process of finding a
common ground for talks was
already being explored through a
variety of channels. The PM's ges-
ture in personally attending the
funeral considerably softened the
chief minister and his party col-
leagues.

» No going back to pre-’53, Page 7
P See Edit: No-risk Vynture, Page 8
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IN A MOVE that looks more like a damage-con-
trol exercise, the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, has “invited” Dr. Farooq Abdullah for
talks on the nationally sensitive, and contentious,
issue of autonomy for Jammu and Kashmir. This
precisely is the way the Centre ought to have
responded, in the first instance, to the autonomy
resolution the State Legislature had passed less
than two weeks ago and followed it up with a
much wider debate in Parliament and other high
powered forums. Instead, the National Demo-
cratic Alliance regime summarily and unthink-
ingly rubbished the resolution — this was exactly
what the Cabinet did, never mind Mr. Vajpayee’s
quibbling over the connotation of the terms, ‘re-
jection’ and ‘not acceptable’ — by harping on the
‘return to pre-1953 status’ claim in spite of Dr.
Abdullah stating on record that the cutoff year
and other aspects of the autonomy package are
indeed negotiable. The flip-flop in a way reflects
the strains and conflict of interests inherent in a
disparate grouping of the NDA variety. And pal-
pable in the Prime Minister’s latest initiative is an
anxiety not to let the National Conference, deep-
ly hurt as it was by the Centre’s negative attitude
to the State’s emotive demand for autonomy,
pull out of the coalition; the party’s national ex-
ecutive was in fact seriously deliberating on that
option. Mr. Vajpayee could:not have had a better
opportunity for making the appeasement move
than the one that presented itself during his visit
for the funeral of Begum Akbar Jehan, mother of
Dr. Abdullah and chief patron of the party. It is
unlikely that the NC executive, which has de-
ferred its deliberations by a few days, will opt to
break away from the ruling coalition at the Cen-
tre in the changed context. Dr. Abdullah himself,
keen as he has been to avoid a showdown with
the Centre which would have entailed his party’s
pulling out of the NDA, might well be feeling
relieved, now that the dialogue route has been
opened.

The political ramifications aside, the pro-
posed talks between the Centre and the National
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STARTING THE DIALOGUE

Conference leadership constitute the crugjal first
step towards formulating an autonomy package
for Jammu and Kashmir and the exercise should
serve to set the basic parameters, besides identi-
fying the sticky points in the scheme put forth by
the State Autonomy Committee’s report which
the Legislature had endorsed. Obviously, there
has to be a much wider debate, with participa-
tion by representatives of regional and subre-
gional interests of the State, mainstream political
parties of the country and so on, before the com-
ponents of the package can be finalised. In fact, it
may even be desirable, and worthwhile, to bring
the secessionist All Party Hurriyat Conference al-
so into the picture at some stage; after all, the
Centre has of late been making subtle moves for
opening a dialogue with the Hurriyat leadership
in an effort to bring peace to the State. Going by
the tenor of the official statement explaining the
Cabinet’s decision not to accept the autonomy
resolution, there is a distinct attempt to set Jam-
mu and Kashmir’s case in the overall national
context of greater devolution of powers on the
States — and the term, ‘autonomy’, is seen as a
synonym for ‘secession’ when used in relation to
Kashmir. The BJP and its Sangh affiliates make no
bones about their ideological ‘commitment’ to
the abrogation of Article 370 and their deep-
seated antagonism has found a more strident ar-
ticulation in the days since the passing of the
autonomy resolution by the J&K Legislature, as
evidenced by the contemptuous manner in
which suggestions by a few of the non-BJP part-
ners even faintly supportive of Kashmir’s case
have been dismissed. What needs to be recog-
nised is that the accession of Kashmir to the Indi-
an Union was in effect contingent upon the State
being given a greater measure of autonomy is a
settled historical fact. The Vajpayee regime will
need to come out categorically on honouring this
national commitment, if its claim to being bound
by the coalition’s common agenda, as distin-

guishyf m that of the BJP, means anything at
all. ‘
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By Our Special Correspondent Y\“ \

NEW DELHI, JULY 13 The Congress(I) president, Mrs.
Sonia Gandhi, today said the NDA Government was
confused and inconsistent in its approach to the
question of greater autonomy to J&K. Her remarks
came in the course of her address to the PCC chiefs
and CLP leaders this afternoon.

Mrs Gandhi used the meeting to elaborate her
party’s stand on the issue, and in doing so she tried
to distinguish between what she called the BjP’s
confused approach to the issue and her party’s clear
policy. “‘For us the Indira Gandhi - Sheikh Abduliah
accord of 1975 takes care of all Constitutional con-
cerns, and therefore within the Constitution and
within the framework of the 1975 accord. We believe
it is possible for the Government to hold discussions
and consultations with Dr Abdullah and all political
parties to bring about a satisfactory solution”.

Later talking to presspersons the Congress presi-
dent took the Government to task for talking in dif-
ferant voices on important issues. She chose to
explain away the problem of indiscipline in her party
saying the Congress was “a large family, one in

. which differant views and voices came up from time
to time and it was important to listen and accommo-
date these voices”. She took a swipe at the BJP say-

% Govt. inconsistent on 1/
" —autonomy issue: Sonia

ing the focus was deliberately kept on the Congress
“because it helps to suppress what is happening in
the BJP"".

Criticising the Government for withdrawing sup-
port to the khadi and village industry, she an-
nounced that the party would organise dharnas and
protest marches throughout the country against the
move on August 9, the Quit India day. Mrs Gandhi
expressed deep concern at the attacks on the minor-
ities and urged the party to put pressure on the Gov-
ernment to prevent such attacks.

During her address the Congress president urged
her partymen to remain vigilant specially in the
States where Assembly elections are scheduled next
year and to keep an eye on the preparation of voter
lists. “It often happens that we don’t pay attention
and our supporters’ names are struck off the list.”

Today’s meeting decided to hold camps for active
members of the party throughout the country. The
idea, according to the party spokesman, Mr. Ajit Jo-
gi, was to help the members acquaint themselves
with the party’s ideology, history, stand on some of
the important issues concerning the nation and the
challenges before the party. The party also planned
to hold zonal conventions of block presidents, DCC
and PCC office-bearers in the last week of August.




Farooq
“calls off

Delhi trip

STATESMAN NEWS SERVIC&\/ L)

NEW DELHI, July 13. -
Farooq Abdullah has called off
his scheduled Delhi visit
tomorrow, seeking first the
“agenda” for his talks with the
Centre. He had been expected
to meet the Prime Minister
tomorrow.

The Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister has stayed back
to buy peace with the members
of his party’s working commit-
tee who want him to pull out of
the NDA, sources said.

Dr Abdullah has now decided
to seek his party’s endorsement
at an extended meeting of its
working committee in Srinagar
on 15-16 July before commit-
ting himself to opening talks
with the Centre on autonomy,
it was learnt.

The Centre tried to play down
the incident. “One should not
read too much into the sudden
postponement of the talks
which were earlier scheduled
for 15 July,” an aide to the
Prime Minister told The
Statesman today. “There are
some grey areas in formulating
the agenda before the talks
begin. It will be sorted out in a
day or two.”

At the meeting of the 31-
member NC working commit-
tee, the chief minister is likely
to have a tough time convine-

. ing colleagues to formally

endorse opening talks with the
Centre on the autonomy issue
after the Cabinet rejected the
demand for restoration of pre-

.vv

1953 status to the state.

Dr Abdullah was informed of
the Centre’s view soon after
the Prime Minister extended
an invitation to him to visit
Delhi for talks.

Official sources said the chief
minister was told the govern-
ment was willing to devolve
more powers to J&K within the
parameters of the Sarkaria

- Commission recommendations.

But it would not favour any
dilution of the constitutional
position under Article 370 that
accords the state special status
within the Indian Union.

After knowing the Centre’s
broad position on the autono-
my demand, Dr Abdullah has
urged it to keep the agenda
open and flexible, so that he is
able to get his party to agree to
continuing in the NDA. Be-
sides, he wants more room to
manoeuvre before the Assem-
bly polls next year, official
sources in South Block said.

The chief minister’s reported
comments at a Srinagar rally
today that his party did not
want to weaken the Centre but
was interested in the recogni-
tion of the state’s dignity, was
interpreted by Kashmir watch-
ers here as a last ditch effort to
get the Centre to at least agree
to re-designate the post o
minister as Wazir-e-Azam or
Prime Minister, and that of
Governor to Sadr-e-Riyasat or
President, if it could not fully
revert the status of Jammu
and Kashmir to its pre-1953
position.
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-~ Centre hopes Farooq can  /
rein in NC leaders
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By Harish Khare 4
NEW DELHI, JULY 13. The Jammu and Kashwir Chief
Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah’s decision to delay his
. arrival here by a few days has not been taken'amiss
| at the senior level of decision-making. The Chief
Minister was originally scheduled to visit New Delhi
on July 15 in response to an invitation from the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to resume
the dialogue on the State’s quest for “‘autonomy’’;
now he has announced in Srinagar that he was de-
ferring his visit by a few days. Everyone is pretending
that it is entirely normal that before travelling to New
Delhi the Chief Minister should be done with all the
rites associated with his mother’s death. The calcula-
tion here is that it would be just as well if Dr. Ab-
dullah was to help the National Conference
executive take a decision to stay in the National
Democratic Alliance; more than political consider-
ations, the verdict is that Dr. Farooq would not do
anything to precipitate matters for the Centre.
It is argued that the Prime Minister had already
given Dr. Abdullah sufficient room for manoeuvring
by suggesting that the Centre had not rejected out-

right ““autonomy” and instead, the Union Cabinet
had only found the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly’s
resolution ‘“‘unacceptable”. This formulation should
help the Chief Minister prevail upon the NC leaders
not to take a path that could only lead to some kind
of a confrontation with the Centre.

It is hoped that the Chief Minister and his col-
leagues would have also noted the changed tune of
the BJP. The party, which only last week had reverted
back to its Jan Sangh days formulations about the
Abdullah family, was now calling Dr. Abdullah a
“great patriot”. Many non-BJP political parties are
also inclined to understand the “‘autonomy” urge
and what could be done within the framework of the
Constitution to satisfy that urge. There is a real-
isation that the hardliners in the BJP and the Nation-
al Conference should be given some time to cool off,
and that the cooling period be used to educate each
other about the hard realities in Srinagar. The delay,
therefore, in Dr. Abdullah travelling to the capital
would help defeat those who want a “here and now”
response to the autonomy issue.

Farooq sees positive move: Page 13
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monks, curfew

clamp ‘ﬁ on Leh:

The Times of india News Service

JAMMU: Indefinite curfew and
shoot-at-sight  orders  were
clamped on Leh and its adjacent
villages on Thursday as tension
mounted between Buddhists and
Muslims when three monks were
gunned down by militants in
Kargil. In an earlier incident at
Leh, a Ladakh Buddhist
Association (LBA) leader alleged-
ly made “derogatory remarks”
about the Quran.

The situation is now officially
described as “tense but under con-
trol”.

According to a report from
Srinagar, the Ladakh region has so
far been free of militancy, except
for an unsuccessful attempt by the
Pakistan-backed ISI to pump in
sophisticated arms during the
Kargil war last year. The Ladakh
police had busted the arms trade
during the war, recovered 54 AK-
47 rifles and arrested five persons
from the Batalik sector.

On Wednesday afternoon, pro-
hibitory orders under Section 144
of the CrPC were issued in the
town when the two communities
attempted to take out processions
but were stopped short by the
police. However, there were scuf-
fles between isolated groups,
which the police separated and
chased away.

Several arrests were reported
from both communities. A wave of
anger and dismay ran through Leh
on Wednesday afternoon when
news of the shooting of three

Al

R X

monks from Kargil’s Rangdum
monastery on Tuesday night
reached town. The monastery, smg
ated between Fedun and Kargi
towns, is in the Buddhist majority
Zanskar tehsil. Kargil distriot
itself, however, has a Muslim
majority, while Leh district has a
Buddhist majority.

The killers are said to have
come in a truck and fired at the
monastery, which houses 30
monks, killing three and wounding
others. Another version said the
three monks were gunned dowr
some distance away from the
monastery.

It was officially sydted that 12

suspects had bee
this connection,
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' e
/D/1V1510ns in Ladakh
THE SUDDEN outburst of communal tension in Ladakh could
not have come at a more inopportune time for the State
Government. The authorities were forced to issue shoot-at-
sight orders amid an indefinite curfew in Leh town and sur-
rounding villages on Thursday. The tension has been building
up following the killing of three Buddhist monks in a monastery
on the outskirts of Zanskar by suspected Muslim militants
a few days earlier. It is widely believed that this dastardly act
was yet another instance of trans-border terrorism intended to
create a division between the Buddhist and the Shia Muslim
communities living in the twin districts of Leh and Kargil. Itis a
measure of the lack of rapprochement and understanding
between the local population and the leadership in Srinagar
that some Ladakhi leaders have blamed the State Government
V4

i for the incidents. i NPV~

It is true that some militan outfits) in Srinagar have ove
past decade made periodic attempts to get a foothold here by
communalising the situation in Kargil. The region’s Shia
Muslim population, however, have generally kept their distance
from the Pakistan-trained mercenaries operating out of the
Valley. This was amply demonstrated during the Kargil war last
year. It is possible that the subversive elements may now be

| seeking to capitalise on the widespread disenchantment in the
region over Dr Farooq Abdullah’s autonomy proposal, It would
be sheer folly to let them succeed in their designs,

It is important to put these developments in the perspective of
the recent controversy over the autonomy resolution. It was
because of the Ladakhis’ deep sense of alienation vis-a-vis the
rulers in Srinagar that they responded to the State Assembly
resolution by reviving their long-standing demand for Union
Territory status through a unanimous resolution of the Ladakh
Hill Council. Given this context, the State Government must
not see the latest developments as a routine law and order prob-
lem. It must urgently address the grievances of the Ladakhi
people and do whatever possible to make them feel equal par-
ticipants in the tasks of development and governance. The
Ladakhi leaders also feel that the State Government has been
treating them in a cavalier fashion, They partly blame the

_Central Government not taking them seriously for this. They
allege that often they tend to be taken for granted by the Centre
just because they are solidly committed to the cause of national
unity. That is a sentiment that should not be allowed to take
root in the minds of the people of a region whose strategic
importance — and vulnerability to trans-border mischief —
cannot be over-emphasised.
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By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, JULY 14. The “‘autonomy
dialogue” is likely to begin on July
17 when Dr. Farooq Abdullah,
Chief Minister of Jammu and
Kashmir, is scheduled to visit here
and take up the Prime Minister,
Mr. A. B. Vajpayee’s offer of talks
with the central leaders. ‘“We
wanted the dialogue on the au-
tonomy issue to begin and it has
begun,” Dr. Abdullah told report-
ers here after receiving the B. C.
Roy National Award for 1999.

Before the Chief Minister re-
turns here, he expects to have the
endorsement of his party, Nation-
al Conference, for continuing the
dialogue, and for possibly contin-
uing links with the ruling National

the Chief Minister expressed sat-
isfaction that the Prime Minister
had reopened the door on nego-
tiations on autonomy, a door that
last week appeared to have been
shut rather firmly. Describing Mr.
Vajpayee’s offer of talks as a “pos-
itive development”, Dr. Abdullah
said “‘the Centre has appreciated
the importance of a discussion on
the autonomy resolution passed
by the Assembly and has invited
me for a dialogue on the issue.”

The immediate question that
Dr. Abdullah needs to settle is
whether the National Conference
should continue in the NDA The
Chief Minister sounded confident
that after the Prime Minister re-
formulated the Union Govern-
ment’s stand to mean that a
rejection of the “autonomy reso-

~"Hope as PI\?I, Farooq set
/AO'\ n
"<~ to discuss autonomy

Democratic Alliance.? g) ')7
Before flying back fo Stinagar

AN
The President, Mr. K. R. Narayanan, presents the B. C. Roy
memorial award to the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister,
Dr. Farooq Abdullah, at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi
on Friday. — Photo: V. V. Krishnan. (Another photo on Page 10)

lution’’ was not a rejection of the
idea of autonomy, it would be
possible for him to persuade his
party colleagues on the merits of
continuing links with the ruling
establishment at the Centre. “1

tion”. The BJP has already
declared him to be a “great patri-
ot”, and another senior leader,
Mr. Ramakrishna Hegde, today
found nothing wrong in the au-
tonomy resolution.

And the icing on the cake was
provided by the Defence Minister,
Mr. George Fernandes, who is be-
lieved to have told reporters that
“I am sure the National Confer-
ence will remain in the NDA. They
are among our very important
constituents and most valued col-

Farooq wants talks
from 1947: Page 13

am sure we will be able to find an
amicable solution to our prob-
lem,” he added.In fact, the BJP
and other constituents of the
NDA have been trying to nurse . leagues. In Omar Abdullah we
the NC’s collective ego, whi have a Minister of great compe-

stands bruised after the ab re- tence who is one of guf brightest
Gl s o™

jection of the “autonom
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/Zéntre urged

By Harish Khare

‘ NEW DELHI, JuLy 15. The Buddhlsts of La akh
want the Centre to live up to its “legal and
moral responsibility” of protecting all sections
of the population in Ladakh. Lama Lobzang, a
senior Buddhist leader and a member of the
National Commission for Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes, has invoked the Central
attention because, according to him, the Fa-
rooq Abdullah Government in Jammu and
Kashmir was being indifferent to the safety
and security of the Buddhists. The whole of
Ladakh remains tense ever since three Budd-
hist monks were killed on July 12.

Acknowledging that the recent trouble
erupted when at a public meeting on July 10 at

to protect Ladakh Buddhists

Leh “an uneducated of%‘ D - bearer of t a-
dakh Buddhist Association” made derogat
remarks about the Holy Quran, the Lama his
regretted that no attempt was made by t
State authorities to control the situation even
after ““a written apology” was tendered and
the accused had been arrested. “Since the
Buddhists of Ladakh had no faith in the State
Government, they want the Government of In-
dia to take special measures to protect their
lives,” he said.

According Lama Lobzang, while it was re-
grettable that even a mild criticism was made
of the Holy Quran, “the reaction of the Mus-
lims was excessive and deplorable.” The Lama
further notes that ““the visit of a State Minister
on July 11 did not help in restoring peace and,

el 48 ]

bt

on the other hand, aggravated the explosive
situation. It is noteworthy that the heinous
crime of killing of three Lamas had not been
condemned by the Chief Minister of Jammu
and Kashmir or any other Muslim leader so

far.”
The Buddhists of Ladakh have for som}‘jnie/

now been demanding ‘“‘union territory”’ status
for the region, and have renewed their de-
mand after the National Conference Govern-
ment in the State cranked up the autonomy
issue. Recalling the past “reign of terror”
against the Budchists for demanding a union
territory status for Ladakh, the senior Lama
apprehends a repeat, and has, hence, called
upon the Centre to step in before there was
more violence against the Buddhists.




PM-Farooq talks may
be based on 1975 pact

Jay Raina
New Delhi,

MORROW’S CRUCIAL meet-
ing here between Prime Minister

AB. Vajpayee and Dr Farooq
Abdullah is expected to pave the way for
a sustained dialogue over “greater devo-
lution” of powers to Jammu and Kashmir
without necessarily making the contro-
versial autonomy report a reference
point. 5

The two leaders are expected to re-
assess each other’s perceptions in the
aftermath of the Union Cabinet’s sum-
mary rejection of the State Assembly’s
autonomy resolution, which had almost
snapped interaction between the two
sides.

It was Mr Vajpayee’s unilateral offer of
talks that prevented further deterioration
in their ties.

According to indications available on
the eve of the talks, the Central leader-
ship is likely to give Dr Abdullah a
patient hearing before dilating on the
broad parameters for further interaction.

As the Union Cabinet has already
rejected the Assembly resolution seeking
implementation of the autonomy report,
the Premier’s effort would naturally be to
carry forward the dialogue on the basis of

July 16 q

the 1975 Indxra andhl Shel Abdullah
Accord. It may be recalled fhat the said
pact was pointedly referrefl to in the
Cabinet’s July 4 resolution.

In nutshell, the Centrk perceives

tomorrow’s meeting as an opportunity to
explore possibilities and options. While
recognising Dr Abdullah’s political com-
pulsions, the Government interlocutors
would expect the NC leader to show
equal appreciation for their constraints.
From the Centre’s standpoint, resump-
tion of any kind of discussion on the
autonomy report would be impractical
since the Assembly resolution seeking its
consideration by the Centre has already
been found “upacceptable” By the
Cabinet. ‘
Official circles here argued.that the
scrutiny of the State Government’s
autonomy teport — by a Committee of
Secretaries chaired by Cabinet Secretary
Prabhat Kumar — would also seem
untenable in the light of Cabinet resolu-
tion. After all, the rejection was prompt-
ed by the committee’s recommendations.
The logic behind the proposal to have
the report studied by a Group of
Ministers (GOM) also gets defeated on
similar grounds. Taking recourse to this
option would amount to a negation of the
Union Cabinet’s “unanimous” decision.

THE HINDUSTAN TIME®
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The Indira-Sheikh Abdullah Accord,
therefore, becomes the sole reference
point on which any discussions can be
held with Dr Abdullah. )

That there also exists a broad political
consensus on this approach strengthens
the possibility of the Centre attempting
to persuade the NC leader to recognise
the continuing relevance of the Pact co-
authored by S late father.

Spelt oyt in six clauses, the 1975 Accord
provides ample scope for meeting the
NC’s major demands, some of which
have been raised in the latest autonomy
report. Among other things, the Pact,
supported by almost all major political
parties, including the Congress, reiter-
ates the Centre’s commitment to Article
370 which governs J&K’s relations with
the Union.

The document simultaneously provides -
for reconsideration of provisions of the
Indian Constitution as applied to J&K —
by way of adaptations and modifications
— for either “alterations or repeal on
merit”, except for those applied directly
without such distinctions.

Significantly, the Clause VI of the
Accord keeps the demand of changes in
the nomenclature of the Governor (to
Sadar-e-Riyasat) and the Chief Minister
(to Wazir-e-Azam) open for discussions.

m——



Basu favours greater autonomy fg)rl(&K

By L.K. Sharm \\/\
The Times of India News Service '

LONDON: The state of Jammu and
iEprreemsm Kashmir should
have more au-
tonomy. within
the framework
of the Indian
constitution, ac-
cording to Jyoti
Basu, West Ben-
gal chief minis-
ter. He said the

JyotiBasu  ,rinciple of
greater autonomy should be ac-
cepted and details worked out in
consultation with the state govern-
ment. He had not had the opportu-
nity to study what had been pro-
posed by the state assembly, Mr
Basu said.

The chief minister said many
states also felt that their share in the
resources collected by the Centre
needed to be increased. This issue
would be taken up at a chief minis-
ters’ meeting soon, he said. Talking
to reporters, Mr Basu painted a very

gloomy picture of the political and
economic situation in India. How-
ever, there was no alternative to the
present government dominated by
the BJP which, he said, was a com-
munal party. A credible third front
was not about to take shape and the
present “dangerous communal for-
mation” would continue.

He said once again plar}s Aﬁ
revival of the Hindu temple cym
paign were being announced affer
having done damage to the secular
constitution, the country and to the
Hindu religion itself. He said the
Left Front was engaged in an ideo-
logical battle and for that it was pre-
pared to support the Congress in
the national context, without having
any truck with it in West Bengal.

In the economic sphere too, the
present Indian government had
been ignoring the needs of the 85
per cent of the people while imple-
menting its reforms to benefit some
15 per cent of the people. The issue
of land reforms was not even bei
talked about while floodgates ha

been opened for foreign consumer
goods and the public sector under-
taking were being sold off.

India’s policies should be de-
signed to ward off foreign domina-
tion of its economy which did not
mean that foreign investments
should not be sought and secured.
India should avoid the policy pre-
scriptions given by IMF and World
Bank and should strive for self-re-
liance, he said. Foreign investments
should be on India’s terms and as
per India’s priorities.

Mr Basu was returning from a
visit to Israel where a memoran-
dum of understanding was signed
for collaboration in West Bengal in
the field of food processing. Israeli
software companies had also
shown interest in West Bengal. In
London also, the chief minister met
potential investors interested in op-
portunities provided by his state.
Mr Basu presented to the British li-
brary a set of volumes on the histo-

dia.
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Farooq-Vajpayee
meeting »‘positive’

By Harish Khare \

NEW DELHI, JULY 17. The much-
awaited “‘autonomy dialogue”
between the Prime Minister, Mr.
A.B. Vajpayee, and the Chief Min-
ister of Jammu and Kashmir, Dr.
Farooq Abdullah, took place “‘on
a very positive note’ this evening.
Both sides seemed relieved that
the meeting went off remarkably

smooth. L J ?
adjcome to the

Dr. Abdullah
capital in response to an invita-
tion from the Prime Minister last
week in Srinagar, to talk further
the issues arising out of the “au-
tonomy resolution” recently
passed by the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly. The Union Cabinet
had earlier rejected the resolu-
tion, terming it ‘‘unacceptable”;
this rejection created a crisis
within the ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance, with Dr. Abdul-
lah’s National Conference
threatening to snap its ties.

Talking to the media after a 45-
minute meeting with the Prime
Minister, Dr. Abdullah clearly
seemed to have backtracked on
the “pre-1953” package, and
more or less suggested that it
would be futile to get trapped in
this or that cut-off date; instead,
he argued, that “‘dialogue” had to
take place in the realities of year
2000. Dr. Abdullah’s utterances
this evening were very much at
variance with the thrust of the
strident noises his party col-
leagues have been making in Sri-
nagar.

Nonetheless, a number of
prime ministerial aides expressed
themselves to be fully satisfied
that the idea of ‘kick-starting”
the dialogue had clicked so effort-
lessly. Particular note has been

taken of the Chief Minister’s in-

vocation of 1957, the year Jam-

mu and Kashmir gave itself a new
constitution which is presumed
to override the ‘“Delhi Agree-
ment” of 1953 between Sheikh
Abdullah and Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru. The Vajpayee Govern-
ment has no problem re-working
the 1975 Accord, the last negotiat-
ed relationship between Srinagar

and New Delhi. 9’ %} 5\8 V\

The Chief Minister, on his part,
made it clear that this evening’s
meeting was only the beginning
of what he deemed would be a
long process. He asserted that
there were no ‘‘parameters”, and
that a solid mansion could be
built only by the painstakingly
slow process of laying the founda-
tions, finding the construction
material, etc. In his view the quest
for autonomy had to ideally be
within the “Strong Kashmir,
Strong India” formulation.

A number of changes in the for-
mat and content of the “dia-
logue” got introduced. Till this
morning the general understand-
ing was that the Prime Minister
would have the services of the De-
fence Minister, Mr. George Fer-
nandes, while the Chief Minister
would be helped by his Law Min-
ister, Mr. P.L. Handoo. Later in
the day, the format was revised
and it was let out that it would be
“one-to-one” meeting, with the
two principals “breaking the ice”
between them. The idea was to
seek a ‘‘political’’ understanding;
that is why the bureaucrats were
kept out of today’s dialogue.
However, the Prime Minister did
have a meeting earlier in the day
with the Home Minister, Mr. Lk.
Advani.

THE =N

1§ Jul 20D

-+



I8IN0OD
MaU & Ueyd 0] 93BIN0d puB wopsim ay)
aAey sn 19T "Op 10U [{IM dUWIeS 3yl JO IO
‘Buyd8oq-puru usaq aaey s)sod Arumuod
-do 1s0] 911 SE |]9Mm SE S1S00 [[IMpOO03 pue
[eloUBUY ‘UBWINY 9Y[ '90U3{0IA JO SWOLP
-UAS B UL oIS dle app "Ainjuad e jfey 10§
SN M u3aqg sey wiajqold 1wysey ay |,
*S9AIASAI 1aquil pue jepuaod yomod
s,uoi8as oy} Surdoeasp ur 1seaur ‘wsu
-no} pue apen o} sioploq ay) uado ‘sanl
-jnsoy ayi doig "1apiog 3yl jJo sapis oy
uo JuaWwdo[aA3p OO0 JO sjaAd] Yydiy
pue pider aasiyoe o} pare[nuiioy aq satd
-a1ens aaneradoos 197 ‘uoneladood o[uIou
-053 pue adead jo aoardonuad e 1 el
ueisiyed pue eIpU] Yioq 19 ‘UCRUNUOD
{eoniod pue aJins Areliu Jo a0usd e se
anunuod o) fuiygsey Suimofie jo pearsuj
'Sapedap oml
1sed Ayl 1040 ©AIOY YINog pue euiy) Aq
PpoAlIyOR s91e1 9] SUIPIIOXa pue SOE6T Y1
SurInp paaalyoe 11 asoy) s[qnop ueyl aiow
sael Yimold aAaryoe 0y eipuj 10j afqissod
31 oews pmMoo uoidax atf) ul aoead ‘sajews
-nse paurroyur 01 3uiploddy ‘paygnuenb
pue paipnis AJ[njoied aq 0l spasu asead
Jo renuayod srouons jng ay [, ‘siueld fein
-snpul IO pue JUSWII ‘SABM[IRI ‘$31N01
jrodsueny 1orem puequi ‘fenualod 1amod
2mod[R0IpAy uedefewity Jo MIN 000°0S
uey) d1ow ayl dojpasp 0} UOLRBIOGR[[0D
[euoidar spnputl sspunioddo 189U10
‘Juswdojeasp sininy s eIpuj 01 adue)
-1oduir [eia jo st A31ous deayd jo a2inos
snotdod vy 'saInunod yloq ui spiepue)s 3ut
-Al] pue sa1el yamoi1d uo edun punojoid
e aaey p[nmoo ey seprunuoddo orouo
-9 Jo a8uel e Jo aAnRIUISaIdal st ueISped
eiA eipuj 0} uelj woy supedid sed pesod
-oxd ayJ "uoi8ax aipy ul aoead jo [enuarod
IWOU093 3y} Jo 11ed 1saffewis Iy} sl apeny
mg -seruediod may Apaneal e gouaqy A
-rewinad [[ImM YoIym ‘SILIIUNOD 3Y) UdamIaq
apen Suiseaioul 1oj [enuajod ay) ssasse
01 1sed 3y Ul SUOP UG dARY SIIPMIS
‘uBISpled pue BIpU] Udamiaq
aoead Gunse] e uiadiyoe Jo s}joua( JIUOU
-002 oy jo uopnewaidde [y e sI Supjoe|
uoaq seq 1eyay "A1INdas [RUOIIBU JO dWERU
ayp ui siopes] xay) 1ioddns o3 Apesl are
pue sjjes gyons Aq pasnoie Ajised aIe aloym
-A1959 a1doad "Awaud |euIdlxa ue Jsulede
utoddns 1endod Ayer pue swosiqord on
-S3WIOP WO UoHUdle JOBISIP 0) [01U0)
jo aur] 9y Jo sapis yoq uo suepnijod
10J YUSUINIISUT JUIMUIAUOD B Udaq sey aind
-STp IuIysey] ayj, 'aoead jJo a0inos e ojul

DIPUOD JO 30IN0S B WO J[os)l ajnwusuel]
o] [enualod 19jea1d B sassassod rwysey
g -Aipiqeis pue sdead 10j uonEpUNO)
ayy Aej pue Asjep ayi ul Auadsord aje
-1ouad 01 suone(dl ueISDEJ-OPU] Ul 91w
-a[e1s 1uasald Jyl JO IX2IU0D 3} Ul UdAD
UdYBMIIPUN 3Q UED SAINSBIUL 2A0QR Y],
ageyord
oy jo jred se 9OURISISSE [BIOUBRUY [RID
-ads Suipmoid pue sa8s[{0o [ruoIssajord
pue sansiaatun Juipesy ui InoA urwysey
I0J 1B2A B S]BSS puesnoyl maj e Jupjiews
-1ea Aq 2ouspyuod YnoA soueyua pue
uoneiSajul JILIOU0JID 13]S0J OS[B UBD AN
-ua)) 3y yuape; Bupjess suoyeiodiod ude
-10} pue uetpuf a81e[ 10f punoid Suizeid e
oIe sUONMIISUL [euoneonpo Suipesy InQ
‘Bumuren 1oj jooyos
oy urol oym YInoA [Eo0[ Ayl WO} S$33Y
Se WO0D OSfe PINOM JUWIOOUl [RUONIPPY
‘winuue 12d a10e 1ad 000°0S sy jo 1yoad jou
wnwrurur e Sururea ‘sdod Jo a8uel e ajeA
-1 pinod mauardanus sy, ‘'sisuLie] [ed
-0[ Aq IO pased] pue] rexnynoide Jo saide
01 jo Sunsisuod [ooyds 1goid-i0j ‘erea
-ud e a1ezado pue ysiqeise o1 peddmbo
aq pinoys insuasidonue yoea ‘9sIN0d 3yl
Bunojdwoo 10yy ‘s1eaA aay ul sinauaidon
-ua rexmnoude oot sonpord oy spoylawi
Suruirey yooy-y wr swwres§oad Sururen
® 1onpuod pue ysiqeisa 0} aq pnom A3
-91e11s 9ANY9Ya uy 31 Suidjdde asuspadxa
ou aaey Ing aSpojmouwy jooq paimb
-oB 9Aey oym sajenpeid [ernynoude pa
-Aorduraun are qof ayi 10] salepipued 1ydu
YT "10129s [ermnoSe ay) ojul 38pojmouy
i2e018 lonpur 01 St A9y oyl ‘Mod
-x2 pue aes onsawop ‘vondwnsuod [ed
-0[ 10J paAalyde ag louued safqeladan pue
s1nyj aeroduwig) jo aduei-epm e Jo spalA
U8ty Aym uosea1 ou SI 219Y) ‘@JBWI §,AJ]
-[BA @Y} U2AID) "spuatnnuordw jo Addns
guunsus uvo Surssnooj juswonoxdwr 1os
s1 seare 1uelrodur Jsour ay jo suQ ‘sdoid
pleyoio pue [elowiwod jJo sppik spdin
10 3qNOp ued spoylow Juluuie) pasuea
-pe jo uoneondde oy, *a1nymonde Suruiio}
-suen ut sai] [enuatod yuswsojdure 1018013
U2A9 Uy -Juawdojduio 9AnORINE SIBJO
YoIym pjel AJUo oy} 10U ST SOIUOIIIS[T
ISAM )
ul sjusl lofew oy uonduosuen [edIpawl

pue yoleasal [e8a] 1aulaiu] sy pue auoyd
-3[91 8l UO IOIAIDS ISTOISND ‘BUNUNOIIE
‘duissaooid ejep adyjo Foeq apircid ued
oym sajenpeid Supjeads-usydug jo £uo
st Juawalnbar ufews ay) aioy jenualod
1918918 UBAD IO SIDIAIBS PIJqrUL-[] A1l
-snput 1 ay) ut ssmmunioddo jo uojayoa
1saydiy syl Ajuo syuasaxdar aremijos
stowrwei8old [eoof Jo
Antolewr e Aojdwa 0) S1033BNUCD SIBMYOS
ateauid Buumbal pue suopneiado jusw
-uraa08 asueinduiod 03 suoya su Sune
-13[(900€ ‘suulj L[ 10BIIE UBD JUAUILISACYH
31e1g AYL "9IeIS ) Ul Sanuad uononpoxd
Suiuado 107 sertuedwiod aiemyos Iolew
01 saAnuad Ul apraoid pue sagexyut| uonesiu
-NWWOd9[dY pueq peoiq ‘pasds ydiy yum
paddinba Ajny syred ABojouyoa) 1olew
USI[qe1sa Os{e pnoys luawuisaod ayf,
‘Uil 19A0 noads ued Ansnpul
2IBM1JOS [BJ0] B 1[DIYM WIOJJ JU3[E] JO [0o0d
a[qenjeA e WO} [[IM apisino sqol puy pue
uoneonps 1ysdy 108 oym asoy I, "AW0U099
uelpu] a8y} Yim uoneidanul uayduans
MmMm Syl ‘o1l ay) apsino saruedwod
aremyjos Ul sqof puy saaurei) payienb
diay 01 payoune| aq pnoys aurwreidold
jusweoed  qofl e ‘Ansnpur  alem
-1J0s jeaoj Juedudis © ysijqe1ss pue oen
-1B 0} SWN e} [Im 11 1Byl SulIpIsuo)
's1eak oAy ut
-y3m sqof 21emyos 0001 ISe9] 18 Suneald
10J $asnoy a1emyjos pue saymnsul Suiuien
lamdwod aeaud jo uoperapjoid oy
afeinoous pMoys jusuruisaod ayJ, ‘soje
-npeid aouaids pue sivsuidus pasojdwaun
10j sapntunyioddo aanosenie siago Ajutennad
Ansnput a1emyos s eipuj jo ymoid pider
9Y1 19X WR[ Ul Jowal) JUB)ISIP B Sk }[a) Udaq
UJA? 10U SBY INOS 311 INoySnoIyl sIgpim
ay1] peaIds sey yorym uonnjoasi 1 syL
‘papaau st aalelul pue astidia)
-Ud [BD0] Iseaal Jim 1ey) A8a1en1s v AU
-NUWWIOd 2y} 0} slijouaq JudPIPns aplaoid
10 ajdoad a3 jo sapenrmur [eunauadidan
-ud 3y} 8sea[al 0] pafle) sey 1] ‘sieldnealinqg
pue suetonijed Aq yo pauoydis usaq sey
Asuoui s1y) Jo yonui yeys jarjaq peardsapim
e sI a1y, "sanonpoidiayunod pue utperd
-ap Y104 ST YdIyMm ‘sIajsuel) pasipisqns Af
-y31y }0 w0} a3 Ui aduapuadap J1uouodd
PaI131S0j] oARY SuONER[AI 9JBIG-INUST) “IBJ

‘YinoA ayj 4of juswhojdwia 12332 puv uoyVINPa
JaySry tof senruniioddo aiow 23pa.1d 03 “S1 JNUYSDY]

up Huvgnu Ipquiod o3 A3a1p.a3s aandaffa jsowt ayJ /o/

ureruewreiqns °D Ag

M'®[ UI Pasau [eal ay} sI Atuouooy

sny] ‘Awouods Suipuedxa Ajpider seip
-uj jo 1sa1 ay yum [enualod uswdofaa
-ap s) 3upjul] AQ 0S Op UBD ) INg "UMO S}
uo Afeontjod 1o Ajjedioundd 19119 SALIY)
jouued Iwysey "Awouolne ueyl Iayjel
‘uonerdaiul st [eod omou0Id YU Y],
"000°5¢
1ayloue 10} R apisino sapiunioddo
[euoneonpa Jay31y pue syineA g0o‘os 1ses|
1B 10} 91BIS 3]} APISIN0 pue apisul sapium
-1oddo yuowiAojdws ajerouald 0y ueyd 1wk
-3AlJ B 9A[0AD 01 ST A85111S 159 Y], "UOIU()
uepu] 9y} jo 1ed se amjng SfUIoUodd IOl
noge YInoA unuysey ay) Suoure aousp
-Juod ppng o3 st Aepol a3uaffeyd Iy,
JuawAojdwa 1913199 pue uonesnps
1aySiy 103 senmumioddo siour 818210 01
s11] "Aulouojne 310Ul 10U $3210§ AJNIAS Ul
9seaIdUl UE I9YIOU ST ITUYSEY Ul ASueM[iu
Jequiod 0} A33)BIIS 9ANDSJJS 1soWw Ayl
‘'sdnoid
juenqiu Surutof -a1e pakojduraun pajed
-npa 3y} Jo 1u3d 1ad oz uetj) SI0U I)EBWINISD
auo0 Ag ‘siopes] JeAliny s Aepol jo Auews
Jo @o1mos a1 usaq sey dnoid suyy, es[q
Y00] s12adsoid 21uIou0ds a1y} Wdy) Jo Isowr
10 "91B)IS a3 Ul sylnoA pasojdwioun pa
-1e2NPa 000‘0S T INoqe ale a1y} Aepo], "AN
-AnoE SunmioenuEW Mau Jo udis api} pue
Ansnpui wingpawt pue a8re] Jo amI Alaa
s1 919y, "A3[[BA 9y} ul Ansnpul WSLNO] 3y}
PalpiseAap sey 8g61 10)e Asueljiw JO 9su
3y 'Uonepunoj Moyiim jou st uoneaudsp
SIUWIOU0JD JO JSUIS aYl ‘SSAPYIISASN
MpeN-{IWe], JO [2A3] aU} Sawn
01 Ajysno1 poSeisae SOEBT Y1 Ul IBIS 9)
0} douelsISse [enua)) eided 1ad ay sole1s
UI91Sea)IoU Iy} JO 1sOWl pue yssperd
1Bl ‘essuQ ‘Ieyrg jo aduewiiopad oy
ueyy 10431y Ie} sl pue Iyp(J pue qelund ‘eu
-eArey Aq peoasiyoe 1eyy uely ssaf Apysys
Auo sem 2661 O} 1661 WO d1vl YIMmoid
renuue punoduiod Juao 12d §'¥ 51T "S108]
Yam A[[e1 10U s90p paldaldau A[[eo1IoU02d
uo9q sey Muysey pue nwuie( yeqy LajeA
a ur uondadsed ay) JuNXe sWOS O],
" ‘paAojdwiaun pajeanpa syl
Suowre A[eidadsa AS[[BA 911 UL JUSIUOISIP
10y Py oy Suipiaoxd ussg sey Jusut
-dojoasp oruiouo2a jo 3ded mofs ay) ‘10}
-og} Iayy0 AU Uey) alow Ing ‘SIUSWIIUIS
1SIU01S$239s pue Adueirjiwa Suiuuey pue Suy
-puny ‘8u1poe9s JQNOP OU die SIVI0J [BUId]
-xg -o1els oY) ul juowidofaaap JIwIou0d3d
pider — anssi HWIYsey 3yl JO UCHNjosal
[yooead e 10} [ENUBSSY Aj@INjosqe
sl Jey) 3umyl LU0 woij Sloen
-ap uUoONN[OSa1 AWOUOINE S 2IUIIA]
-uo) feuoneN a4 uo JIvadd IH

kC \V @/ﬂ/

N\

INCU

ki
[
4

&



N Redeflmng autonomy%

The key to success is compromise by both sndes

HE autonomy agenda is back on cen-

trestage largely due to the positive tone of

Monday’s dialogue between Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee and Jammu and Kashmir

Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah. Notwithstanding

the initial negative feelers from both sides, for
‘once, the dialogue was bargained neither by un-

derground leaders, nor under any threat of sepa- -

ration, but by democratically elected leaders, in a
spirit of give and take. It is a positive first step in the

battle to attain Kastimiriyat. While Abdullah back-

tracked on the pre-1953 package much to the cha-
grin of the radical National Conference members,
the Prime Minister, by merely agreemg to discuss
autonomy, must have ruffled quite a number of
feathers of his more strident colleagues. For them,
even an invocation of the 1957 position on the is-
sue of autonomy is a total surrender. However, the
essence of democracy is dialogue, and the path to it
isthrough bargain.

The dialogue, described officially as a kick-

start, -is likely to have two desirable conse-
quenges: first, it is likely to throw up a window of
opportunity to address the long-neglected issue of
Kashmiriyat. Autonomy, if implemented even in
its present incarnation, is bound to act as.a balm.

Indeed, itwill go a long way in assuaging the feel-
ing of alienation prevalent among the ordinary
Kashmiris; second, it is most likely to isolaté the
native militants who have sprung up in the Val-
ley after the Kargil war. Without their support
base among the people, even they are like fish
outside water. Additionally, the autonomy dia-
logue may also be seen as an olive branch by sep-

aratists in other parts of the country. Fo:)ha

the message is loud and clear: New Delhi caret !
and s ready for dialogue. If sbmeone is responsi-

ble for reviving the autonomy issue it is Abdul-
lah. He has proved his detractors wrong, not
once, but twice. For on¢, the NC’s popularity in
the last assembly polls (witness the fairly high
turnout rates despite poll boycott calls) caught
many political pundits by surprise.

Next, even if one were to argue that the political
balance had altered in the post-Kargil situation,
with Abdullah losing some of his initial elan after
three years as incumbent and with some Hurriyat

~ leaders fresh out of jail enjoying an upper hand,

4

the autonomy dialogue is bound to reverse the
trend. Abdullah-has not only proved his capacity
tobounce back from political hibernation. He has
displayed remarkable sagacity, indeed, political
innovation. He literally coopted the autonomy

. agenda from his rivals. In this one move, he killed

two birds with one stone. First, he proved to the

‘world that the autonomy agenda was not amo-

nopoly of one section of the leadership in the Val-
ley. Second, displaying vision and foresight he re-
defined azaadi as autonomy, leaving space for
bargam and oompromlse in a true democratic
spirit and ensuring the absence of any foreign
players. The Humyatleadcrshxp and other leaders
in J&K must enter into further discussions with

the Central government taking the autonomyasa

starting point. Even if Kashmiris take time to ac-
cept the new autonomy package once it is worked
out, in the end the trajectory from azaadi to au-
tonomy is a step in the right direction,

INDIAN EXPRESS
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‘AUTONOMY, DEVOLUTION TWO SIDES OF THE SAME COIN’

Group of Ministers will
\\*dlscuss autonomy: Farooq

. AW
By Harish Kharegr Y

i = NEW DELHI, JULY 18. Dr. Farooq Ab-

dullah appears to have earned the
prime ministerial nod to his sug-
gestion that a Group of Ministers
be constituted at the Centre to
engage a Jammu and Kashmir
ministerial team on the thorny
question of the quantum and
kind of “autonomy” for the trou-
bled State. At least this is the im-
pression the Chief Minister
sought to give about the Centre’s
predilection after at meeting with
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, this morning; more
significantly, the Centre chose not
to contradict or correct Dr. Ab-
dullah’s suggestion.

‘..,

The Chief Minister also assert-
ed that “the Centre would be
soon fixing a date for another
meeting” on the ‘“autonomy”
business.

Dr. Abdullah had his second
meeting with the Prime Minister
in as many days; though this
morning he had taken a group of
five ministers with him to call on
Mr. Vajpayee, as if he wanted to
make his ministerial colleagues
an equal party to the path of ne-
gotiation, rather than confronta-
tion, with the Centre. The Chief
Minister has pre-empted the pos-
sibility of these Ministers pre-
tending, back in Srinagar, that Dr.
Abdultah has sold the “Kashmit’s
interests” behind their back.

After this ritual in courtesy, the
Chief Minister almost paraded his
group of Ministers before the
media as the possible interlocu-
tors in the autonomy dialogue
with the Centre. This group in-
cluded the Urban Development
Minister, Mr. G. M. Shah; the Law
Minister, Mr. P. L. Handoo; the Fi-
nance Minister, Mr. Abdul Rahim
Rather; the Education Minister,
Mr. Mohammed Shafi; and the
former Industries Minister, Mr.
Bodh Raj Bali.

If Dr. Abdullah’s meeting with
the Prime Minister was brief and
lasted just over 20 minutes, it was
because he had already had his
most substantive discussion over
breakfast with the Union Home

JINDU

Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani. During
the interaction with Mr. Advani,
the Chief Minister is believed to
have heard for himself the tactical
advantage of talking of “devolu-
tion” of powers rather than de-
manding outright any
time-pegged ‘‘autonomy’. Over
breakfast, the two leaders talked
about how to eat their respective
cakes and have them, too.

Thus tutored by the most politi-
cal mind in the ruling establish-
ment, the Chief Minister was able
to formulate before reporters that
“the devolution of powers and
autonomy are only two sides of
the same coin and there is no dif-
ference between the two.” For
goad measure, Dr. Abdullah re-
peated his yesterday’s assertion
that at no time did the National
Conference contemplate leaving
the National Democratic Alliance
and attributed the authorship of
any such suggestion to the
“media”. Moving rather swiftly,
he also sought the sympathetic
ear, if not the support, of the Con-
gress(]) for his party’s demand for
“autonomy’’. After a meeting with
the Congress(I) president, Ms. So-
nia Gandhi, it was agreed that Dr.
Abdullah’s ministerial entourage
would have a discussion with a
Congress(l) team tomorrow.

Dr. Abdullah first held one-to-
one discussion with Ms. Gandhi
for about 15 minutes; later his
ministerial team came in, while
the Congress(l) president was as-
sisted by Mr. Pranab Mukherjee,
Mr. Madhavrao Scindia and Mr.
Ghulam Nabi Azad.

The Chief Minister later met the
former Prime Minister, Mr. 1. K.
Gujral. While Dr. Abdullah sought
to convey that he was not “‘rigid”
and had no fixation about
“pre-1953”, the former Prime
Minister was appreciative of the
difficulties. in Jamniu and Kash-
mir and advised the Chief Minis-
ter that he should be explaining
2his point of view also to the secu-
lar friends and pubhc pplmon in
the country.

l



Joint ministerial
¢ panel on

W J&K likely

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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NEW DELHI, July 18. — A joint committee of Union ministers
and ministers of Jammu and Kashmir is likely to be constituted
soon to prepare the agenda for the autonomy demand.

However, the committee won't be the final authority to recom-
mend the quantum of autonomy or devolution of power to the
state. This is likely to be taken up at a later stage by an indepen-
dent body, officials said.

Dr Farooq Abdullah, who met the Prime Minister here last
night, called on Mr Atal BeharisVajpayee again this morning
along with a team of his ministers and decided to hand over the
task of negotiations to a joint ministerial committee.

After meeting Mr Vajpayee, Mr Abdullah said the team of J&K
ministers would hold negotiations with central leaders.

Mr LK Advani is likely to lead the Central team of ministers in -
the joint committee along with Mr George Fernandes.

Dr Abdullah met the Unjon home minister today before leaving
for Srinagar. Mr Advani welcomed the softening of the attitude of
the J&K leaders on the autonomy demand and said the Centre
was equally keen to find a solution to the Kashmir problem.

Dr Abdullah iterated that the National Conference would not
pull out of the NDA. “It was never the issue,” he said when asked
if his party was still likely to desert the ruling alliance at the
Centre if an amicable solution is not found.

The chief minister also cleared the air on his differences with the
Centre over defining the word “autonomy”. The Vajpayee govern-
ment favours devolution of more power to J&K along with a spe-
cial economic package. And the chief minister has no objection to
it. “I don’t find any difference between the word autonomy and the
word devolution which are two sides of the same coin,” he said.
Law ministry suggestion: The Union law ministry has sug-
gested that the “autonomy” resolution should be referred to the
Constitution Review Commission since the matter involves
Centre-state relations. According to officials, the resolution was
not acceptable on three counts — provision of dual citizenship in
J&K, withdrawal of the jurisdictions of the President and the
Supreme Court over J&K which are not negotiable at any cost.
Cong stand: The Congress today said the Centre’s handling of the
autonomy issue would only promote secessionist forces in Kashmir
and that any dialogue should be on the basis of the 1975 accord.

The party spokesman, Mr Ajit Jogi, said the government had
shifted its stand at least four times since the autonomy resolution
was adopted by the J&K Assembly. He said even though Congress
favoured autonomy to states and in particular to J&K, it would
not accept the NC’s demand for going back to pre-1953 status.

THE STATESMAN
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Behmd the Kashmlr curtain

The Kashmir issue can be settled once a

we\s A0

for all not by denying the State’s special status

but by taking care of what lies at the very root of the problem: Pakistan, writes VK. GROVER

ASHMIR IS once agein in the lime-

B light with the autonomy debate domi-

ating the news, Jammu and Kashmir
has not been like any other state in India, It
has special status, its own Constitution and is
linked to the Indian Constitution through
Article 370. The argument that autonomy for
J&K will lead to similar demands from other
states is fallacious. No mother state in India,
historically, can make the same claim,

Farooq Abdullah fought the last elections on
three major planks: autonomy, the promise of
good governance, and normalisation of life in
the Valley with the assurance that Pandits will
be able to return to their homes. He has been
able to deliver on none of these election
promises. The question of autonomy is more
complex than it seems. There is no reason for
the Hindus in Jammu, or the Buddhists in
Ladakh, or for the matter the Shias and
Gujjars, to accept Sunni-dominated Muslim
rule. In any case, trifurcation of the State on
communal lines is not acceptable. If Dr
Abdullah wants to go back to the pre-1953 sta-
tus, then he should be able to create pre-1953
conditions in the Valley, when there was per-
fect communal harmony, and no militancy.

If there is to be permanent peace in J&K,
then some degree of autonomy cannot be
denied to the Kashmiri people. The question
is: who represents the Kashmiri people?
Neither Dr Abdullah nor the Hurriyat can
claim that they are the true representatives. If
the Centre has talks with the Hurriyat —
which is by no means a homogeneous body —
any agreement must result in the Hurriyat
participating in future elections in Kashmir.
More important, the elections must be totally
free and fair. Once a truly representative body
is elected, we can certainly discuss autonomy
with them. Independence is out of the ques-
tion; the people of India will not accept it.

Unfortunately, for the last 50 years our
Kashmir policy has been totally inconsistent.
You cannot foist your chosen Chief Ministers
on the State, nor undermine fair elections
whenever they are held. The removal of Dr
Abdullah during Indira Gandhi’s time was a
bad mistake. Dr Abdullah is a trusted friend

PLATFORM

of India and should not be abandoned. But he
must also deliver on his promises. The
Hurriyat, at best, is unreliable, but we must
engage them in a dialogue as well.

The malaise with our Jeaders is, they fail to
recognise the true nature of the problem.
There is no solution to Kashmir as long as
Pakistan continues to be a religio-fundamen-
talist-narco-terrorist state. Pakistan is the root
cause, and all other manifestations of the

problem ate only symptoms. It was Pakistan
which attacked and forcibly occupied what is
now known as Azad Kashmir, and the portion
now occupied by China.

If the Kashmir problem is to be solved once
and for all, it is Pakistan which has to be taken
care of. Once that front is settled, it will not
take long to come to an agreement with
Kashmiris, of all hues and religions, living on
the Indian side. It has been the failure of the
Indian leadership to fully understand the true
nature of the beast. Friendship with Pakistan
is not possible as the latter does not wish to
live in peace with India. If the lesson has not
gone home even after Kargil, I am afraid India
is heading for a serious political disaster.

Our Pakistan policy had been derailed and
distorted. by people like LK. Gujral. By
holding out infantile hopes of friendship
with Pakistan, they have misled the nation.
There is an interesting anecdote about
Radhakrishnan’s meeting with Stalin when he

was sent as the Indian ambassador to the
Soviet Union. Radhakrishnan spoke at great
length on the virtues of non-violence and
ahimsa, on the need to live in peace with one's
neighbours etc. Stalin heard him very patient-
ly and then replied “Mr Ambassudor, the
Russian peasant is very wise, When he sees a
wolf in his backyard he kills it, he does not try
and make friends with it.” ‘

Pakistan has to be dealt with firmly and
aggressively. There is no choice. We have
extended the hand of friendship often enough
only to have it bitten off. Tt is also no good
trying to get third parties, such as the US, to
help put pressure on Pakistan, We have to
fight our own battles.

It is indeed bewildering how the present
Government seems to think they have made a
major breakthrough with the US. Public state-
ments emanating from Washington are cer-
tainly not satisfactory. On issues of impor-
tance to us the US has made no commitments
— at least publicly. To India’s rightful claim
for a permanent seat in the United Nations
Security Council, all kinds of conditions
have been added. It has been linked to the
CTBT and progress on economic reforms.
On Kashmir, so far the US has declared
the LoC as sacrosanct. It is not willing to
take the next logical step and treat it as the
international border.

The US agenda for South Asia has not been
spelt out. Is there an Indo-US agenda?
There has been a shift in US policy towards
India, but we must not get carried away
just because a few gestures have been made.
There is no perceptible change in US policy
towards Pakistan.

Of late, US policy towards India has become
intrusive. The CTBT issue is dead; the US
Senate has rejected it. Yet we are talking of
creating a consensus within the country. There
is no logic in the PM visiting Washington in
September; Mr Clinton is no longer relevant
to US politics. We seem to be going out of our
way to oblige the Clinton administration.
What are we getting in return? If there is a
private understanding, the people of India
have a right to know. X

THE HINDUGSTAN TIME.
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/Centre,(W)Oq fail to
find meeting gro

HT Correspondent 8}
New Delhi, July 19 Q¢ Y\
1 AR

THERE WAS no forward move-
ment today on the establishment
of a “mechanism” for the resolu-
tion of J&K’s autonomy demand
as the Centre continued with its
stoic silence on Dr Farooq
Abdullah’s proposal that it insti-
tute a ministerial group to hold
talks with his representatives,

In fact, Home Minister L K
Advani, with whom the Chief
Minister had a breakfast meeting
on Tuesday, has reportedly asked
the State Government to come up
with fresh proposals on "devolu-
tion of more powers" to J&K. It
was clear From his remarks that
the Centre was in no mood to
make the Autonomy Committee
Report, rejected on July 4 by the
Union Cabinet, the basis of the
proposed dialogue.

"Dr Abdullah has been asked to
come with fresh proposals. We
would like a rearrangement of
powers between the Centre and
States," Mr Advani noted in a care-
fully worded statement to a private
television channel. His remarks
clearly implied that left to itself,
the Centre would take up J&K's
autonomy case as a part of a wider
devolution package for States.

In contrast, the Chief Minister
reaffirmed his commitment to the
Assembly resolution: "Every clause
of it needs to be discussed. It has to
be seen whether it is within the
parameters (of the Constitution)
or not." While describing the min-
isterial group idea as the only pos-
sible forum for a discussion on
autonomy, he broadened the par-
allel talks he had opened yesterday

with Opposition parties to ¥xplain
the National Conference's ddmand
for greater autonomy.

It remains to be seen whether the
NC's increasingly vigorous interac-
tion signifies any distancing from
the ruling National Democratic
Alliance. It could well be a Jaart of
the pressure tactics deployed by Dr
Abdullah, first by asking for a min-
isterial group and thereafter
announcing his own team for hold-
ing discusslons with the Centre and
the Opposition parties.

The Chief Minister apparently
moved a step further on
Wednesday by unveilin% his plans
for an all-party meeting in Srinagar
to deliberate on the issue. He also
followed up with separate meet-
ings last night with Sonia Gandhi, |
K Gujral, H 8 Surjeet (CPI-M), A
B Bardhan (CPI) Mulayam Singh
Yadav (Samajwadi Party) and
Sharad Pawar ('NCP).

Dr Abdullah's high-voltage cam-

aign would take him to

yderabad and Chennai over the
next couple of days for talks with
Mr Chandrababu Naidu and M
Karunanidhi.

As a sequel to Dr Abdullah's
meeting with Ms Gandhi, a team
of senior Congress leaders held
detailed discussions this evening
with the J&K ministerial team.
Interestingly, the Congress team at
the talks included Dr Karan Singh
and JKPCC chief Mohmmad Shafi
Qureshi besides Pranab
Mukherjee, Madhavrao Scindia,
Arjun Singh, M L Fotedar and
Ghulam Nabi Azad.

"Today we just listened to the NC
leaders. Another meeting might be
shortly scheduled,” Mr Mukherjee
later told The Hindustan Times.

MHE HIND' 27w 77
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-\ create a consensus s»—

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 19.0n the third day of his campaign-
ing here today, the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minis-
ter, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, met the leaders of various
political parties in an effort to create a ‘consensus’
behind his demand for/o'autonomy’, while at the
same time maintaining/that this. demand was not
pegged at the ““pre-1953" cut-off date. On the other
hand, he also put pressure on the Vajpayee Govern-
ment to constitute a Group of Ministers that would
negotiate with his ministerial team on the quantum
. of autonomy.

Among others he met Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav,
the president of the Samajwadi Party which had re-
jected the “‘pre- 1953 package in very unambiguous
terms; Mr. Sharad Pawar, president of the National-
ist Congress Party; and leaders of the two communist
parties who did a bit of blunt talking to him.

And late in the evening his ministerial delegation
—including Mr. G.M. Shah, Mr. P.L. Handoo, Mr.
Abdul Rahim Rather, Mr. Mohammed Shafi and Mr.
Bodh Raj Bali —exchanged views with a Congress(1)
team. The Congress delegation consisted of Mr. Pra-

nab Mukherjee, Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad, Mr. M.L.
Fotedar, and Mr. Madhavrao Scindia.

In his interaction with the media, Dr. Abdullah
sought to give the impression of wanting to get out of
the “pre-1953" trap, a stance which had been almost
universally found unacceptable by the political par-
ties across the spectrum. He also repeated his state-
ment that there was no question of the National
Conference walking out of the NDA. By the end of
the day he was doing some loud thinking about call-
ing an all-party meeting in Srinagar to discuss the
‘autonomy’ demand. Dr. Abdullah said “I do not
want any confrontation over the issue with even
small parties and I want to carry along all shades of
opinion from all parties in the country.”

PTI reports:

The Union Home Minister, Mr. LK. Advani, told a -

private TV that the Centre has sought fresh proposals
from the J&K Government on the autonomy issue.
“Dr. Abdullah has been asked to come with fresh
proposals on rearrangement of powers between
Centre and States. Whether sush an arrangement'is
formal or informal...Government would be willing t

consider it,” Mr. Advani said. “
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THE TWO-DAY \INTERACTION between the
- Prime Minister, M. Atal Behari Vajpayee, and
the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Fa-
rooq Abdullah, would by all accounts appear to
have cleared the decks for a serious debate at the
governmental and political levels on that State’s
~ demand for ‘autonomy’, a nagging issue brought
into focus by a resolution the Legislature passed
. less than a month ago. On his part, Dr. Abdullah
. has set up a panel of ministers to carry on the
¢ dialogue with the Centre -~ and possibly also
* with leaders of mainstream political parties —
~ and put forth J&K's case for greater autonomy on
the basis of the State Autonomy Committee’s
report. Indications are that the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment would reciprocate by constituting a
group of ministers to interact with the State
team. And this is as it should be, because such an
" exercise at the Centre-State level should help in
. the two sides understanding the nuances of the
admittedly complex problem in the right histor-
+ ical perspective and coming up with a broad pre-
' scriptive formulation that recognises J&K's
. special status guaranteed by the Constitution
. and, at the same time, takes due note of the
changed national context in the political, gov-
ernmental and Constitutional spheres. The for-
mulation so evolved could be the basis for a
: focussed discussion in Parliament or at all-party
meetings.

dd

It was just as well that Dr. Abdullah came
out categorically that there was nothing dogmat-
" ic or inflexible about 1953 being the cut-off year.
" Although he himself had been maintaining this
. position in his public statements even earlier,

the fact that the core of the SAC recommenda-
tions (which the Assembly endorsed through its
resolution) meant restoration of the pre-1953
status made the ‘autonomy’ demand highly con-
treversial and provided a good enough pretext
or the likes of the BJP and the RSS to see it as a
ruse for secession, with a few of the Sangh Pari-
var outfits going to the extent of seeking his Gov-
ernment’s dismissal. The Vajpayee regime also
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chose to go along with that anti-autonomy line
and found the pre-1953 factor handy to summa-
rily reject the resolution as ‘“‘unacceptable”, re-
gardless of the wrong signals its decision was
bound to convey to the alienated people of the
State. Convincing those at the helm at the Centre
and the political leadership in general that the
National Conference’s ‘return to pre-1953’ posi-
tion is indeed negotiable would seem to have
been the main objective of Dr. Abdullah’s inter-
active mission and he must be said to have car-
ried much conviction on this score.

Politically speaking, the reconciliation ini-
tiative — largely dictated as it was by the com-
pulsions as much of the ruling coalition in Delhi
as of Dr. Abdullah — has paved the way for the
National Conference’s continuance as a constit-
uent of the National Democratic Alliance and
this partnership, even if unnatural in the ide-
ological sense, should be taken advantage of to
work out a viable autonomy package. That the
question warrants as extensive a debate as pos-
sible and nationwide is unexceptionable. No less
important is to involve the people of Jammu and
Ladakh and even the Hurriyat leadership at
some stage. It is only proper that the other States
are also taken into confidence, given their legiti-
mate claim for greater devolution of powers as
proposed by the Sarkaria Commission. But a ca-
veat needs to be entered here. The so-called
‘wider debate’ and search for a consensus
should not be turned into an excuse for inordi-
nately delaying action or, worse, doing nothing
at all by way of honouring the spirit of the In-
sttument of Accession which is exemplified in
the special provisions under Article 370. Fears on
this score cannot by any means be dismissed as
unwarranted. Witness for instance the fate of the
women’s quota bill and the much talked about
proposal to provide constitutional safeguards’
against misuse of Article 356. Should that hap-
pen to the J&K’s autonomy demand, it would
amount to reneging on a national commitment.

dHE HINDT




% -Pakistan leader
Abdul Ghani Bhatt ™
elected Hurriyat chie

‘L\;O D’ The Times of India News Service G\ g

SRINAGAR: For the second consecutive term a pro-
Pakistani leader was elected the chairman of the All-\
Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) when Abdul
Ghani Bhatt defeated Abdul Ghani Lone, a senior
member of the executive committee of the APHC here
on Thursday.

For the first time the APHC chajgman d not be
elected unanimously. /A
Mr Bhatt polled four votes agaihst three by Mr

Lone. Against the expectations, senipr leaders Omar
Farooq and Yashin Malik did not contgst the elections.
Mr Bhatt’s predecessor Syed Ali Shah Geelani com-
pleted his two years’ term in April this year.

The Jaimat-i-Islami, People’s League, Muslim
Conference, Itehad Muslimia Shia organisations voted
for Mr Bhatt, while the JKLF, the Awami Action Com-
mittee and the People’s Conference voted for Mr
Lone.

Mr Bhatt was a teacher in Persian at the
Government Degree College in Sopore before he
was removed from service by the then governor
Jagmohan in 1986. He became the founding member
of the Muslim United Front, which contested the
assembly elections in 1987, against the Congress-NC
alliance.

Later, be revived the Muslim Conference (MC) in
December 1988. The MC was founded by Sheikh Ab-
dullah in 1931. Mr Bhatt had been jailed five times, in-
cluding one for 25 months and was released from de-
tention only two months ago.

The controversy over the visit of Omar Farooq,
the senior APHC leader, to the chief minister’s
residence to express condolence on the death of Fa-
rooq Abdullah’s mother was laid to rest with the
APHC claiming there was no bar on the Hurriyat
leader’s visit to Mr Abdullah’s house to express condo-
lence. The APHIC had not prohibited anyone, party
souxes. said.
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Q' ack to Kashmir
‘The CenE?eXn Farooq Abdullah are cosying up once again. And
it might be time to‘ask both sides if they could not have avoided the
volley and thunder of their respective positions in the first place.
In retrospect it does seem as if there was a lot of deliberate drama
here. The cabinet’s resounding ‘no’ and the overblown sound effects
from the Abdullah camp have both turned out to be just so much
posturing, Evidently, the hardline positions were merely a bargaining
means for the adoption of a more realistic, middle course. In the end,
what is important is that the two sides have agreed to talk. The next step
is to decide the right forum for the talks. Mr Abdullah has been quoted
as saying that rather than send the matter to the Constitution Review
Commission, he would prefer for it to be discussed between ministerial
groups from the Centre and the state. This makes sense because the
Constitution Commission can discuss J&K autonomy only within the
broad framework of devolution. It has no brief to consider J&K
separately. On the other hand, J&K will be the only topic of discussion
between the two ministerial panels. Till now, the Centre has been
obsessively concerned about not yielding ground on the pre-1953
position. The National Conference has since clarified that this was never
on its agenda. Not just this. The NC seems willing to meet the Centre
halfway on most other issues, including the jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court and the Election Commission. v

Whatever the Centre’s fears regarding J&K, there is little point
pretending that it is on a par with other states. J&K acceded to India
in extraordinary circumstances. Maharaja Hari Singh sought
Indian intervention to clear his territory of invaders from Pakistan.
India agreed to help but only on condition that he first acceded
to it. Though the accession was complete in all respects, our founding fa-
thers recognised J&K as a special case. Which is why it became the only
state to have its own constitution and flag — a position that
continues to this day. The Indian Constitution reaffirmed J&K'’s special
status through the provision of Article 370, which too continues, despite
the ongoing controversy about its utility, scope and intention.
If these are hard points of law that cannot be overlooked, there are
equally other reasons why J&K deserves special attention. For starters,
there is the groundswell of opinion against the Indian government.
Secondly, there is the aspect of militancy. But the two are not
independent phenomena. The latter may seem more strategically crucial
in view of our growing problems with cross-border terrorism. However,
terrorism cannot be tackled without first addressing the alienation so
very evident on the ground. Thus far the BJP-led government’s
approach has been to treat Kashmir as a haven for Pakistan-backed
militancy; once the latter bit was sorted out, there would be no further
trouble. But Kashmir is not only about security and borders; it is about
flesh and blood people. The sooner the state and the Centre work out a
solution keeping this in mind, the better the relationship between
Kashmir and the rest of the country.
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Karunamwii 1avours CMs
meet )n autonomy: Farooq

R

Y\O By M. R. Venkatesh

CHENNAI, JULY 21. The Tamil
Chief Minister, Mr. M. Karuna-
nidhi, today urged the Centre to
take steps for an in-depth consul-
tation on the question of autono-
my to the States “within the
ambit of the country’s sovereign-
ty,” even as his Jammu and Kash-
mir counterpart, Dr. Farooq
Abdullah, said Mr. Karunanidhi
preferred a conference of all the
Chief Ministers to discuss the is-
sue. After nearly an hour’s delib-
eration with Dr. Abdullah, who
had come to mobilise support for
his views, Mr. Karunanidhi
sought to dispel the impression
that the DMK meekly toed the
BJP’s line on autonomy.

Though Mr. Karunanidhi’s
statement on their talks makes no
explicit reference to convening a
conference of the Chief Ministers,
Dr. Abdullah and his Law Minis-
ter, Mr. P. L. Handoo, told the
media that the former’s response
was ‘‘very positive.”

Dr.Abdullah said the purpose of
his tour was to “explain to our
friends what our demands of au-
tonomy are.” Concerned about
“malicious disinformation”, he
said the J and K State Autonomy
Report did not contain any pre-
scriptions such as the State hav-
ing its own currency, not
recognising the Supreme Court or
the State having its own reserve
bank. Basically their report “con-
formed to a lot of things that even
the DMK has.” The only differ-
ence was that Kashmir had a spe-
cial status, for, as a State it had
acceded to India and “‘did not
merge.”’

On reversion to the pre-1953
status, Dr. Abdullah said “there is
no such thing as a Lakshman rek-
ha.” All these things would come

adL{S\>

The Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Faroog Abdullah,
with his Tamil Nadu counterpart, Mr. M. Karunanidhi,
at the latter’s residence in Chennai on Friday.
— Photo: T.A. Hafeez

up when a discussion took place.

Rejects Advani’s proposals

Dr. Abdullah, rejecting the
fresh proposals mooted by the
Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani, said he was ‘‘never even
told about the new proposals.”
He had seen it only in newspa-
pers.

“Only on the basis of discus-
sions,” said Dr. Abdullah and Mr.
Handoo when asked whether a
“golden mean” was possible.

In his statement, Mr. Karuna-
nidhi said they had discussed
Jammu and Kashmir’'s autonomy
demand, vis-a-vis its historical
background, the call for autono-
my since the days of Sheikh Ab-
dullah and the present problem.

Mr. Karunanidhi said the **State
Autonomy” resolution adopted
by the Tamil Nadu Assembly in
1974 was based on the philosophy
of giving autonomy to the States
“without prejudice to India’s ter-
ritorial integrity and sovereignty,”
and ensuring a federal set-up at
the Centre. “‘It was applicable not
only to Tamil Nadu but to all the

States,” he pointed out.
Kashmir, nonetheless, had
some ‘‘special features,” again

only within the “‘framework of In-
dia’s  sovereignty.”  “Efforts
should be made to discuss all
these issues in depth, and I hope
that the present Government at
the Centre would take appropri-
ate steps in this regard,” Mr. Ka-
runanidhi said.
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NEW DELHI, JULY 23. The former
Prime Minister, Mr.1. K. Gujral to-
day advocated negotiations, with-
out involving Pakistan, to resolve
the Kashmir issue and said the
autonomy resolution passed by
the Jammu and Kashmir assemb-
ly should not be branded as dis-
sidence.

Mr. Gujral, at a seminar here,
said the country had faced vari-
ous other problems such as in As-
sam, Nagaland and Punjab which
were solved through discussions.

“A similar approach should be
_idopted to resolve the Kashmir is-
sue. The issue should be resolved
through internal negotiations
without involving Pakistan,” he
said at the seminar ‘Cracking the
Kashmir Problem’.

Referring to the demand for
greater autonomy for Jammu and
Kashmir, the former Prime Minis-
ter said “because a duly demo-
cratic Government of Jammu and
Kashmir has discussed the auton-
omy issue it should not be brand-
ed as dissidence.”

He said the autonomy call giv-
en by Dr. Farooq Abdullah was
without political compulsion.

The Congress(l}) leader, Mr.
Pranab Mukherjee, supported
dialogue as a means to resolve the
issue and said the various agree-
ments relating to Kashmir had
been altered on various occa-
sions.

Mr. Vishwa Bandhu Gupta,
president of all India Newspaper
Editors Conference (AINEC),
which organised the seminar, dis-
favored any third party mediation
in the Kashmir issue and said it

The former Prime Minister, Mr. LK. Gujral, addressing a seminar on ‘‘Cracking the Kashmir

problem’ at the All-india Newspaper Editors Conference (AINEC) in New Delhi on Sunday.
To his left are the AINEC president, Mr. Viswa Bandhu Gupta, and the senior Congress
leader, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee. — Photo: S. Subramanium

should be solved ‘through our
own genius’. — PTI

Central team
reviews scenario

SRINAGAR, JULY 23. A two-member
Central team led by the Home
Secretary, Mr. Kamal Pandey, re-
viewed the Kashmir security sce-
nario in Srinagar here on
Saturday evening.

Mr. Pandey, accompanied by
the Additional Home Secretary

(Kashmir Affairs) Mr. T.R. Kakkar,
held a series of meetings with se-
nior officers of the Army, police,
paramilitary and State Govern-
ment officials on Saturday, an of-
ficial spokesman said here today.

The Central team was apprised
of the current security situation in
Kashmir by the Director General
of Jammu and Kasmir police, Mr.
Gurbachan Jagat and Corps Com-
mander of 15th Corp, Lt. Gen. J.R.
Mukherjee.

The 1G of Jammu and Kashmir

TR AW
SRR

police, (Kashmir range) Mr, A K.
Khan, the IG of Border Security
Force, Mr. K. Vijay Kumar and the
IG of the Central Reserve Police
Force, Mr. P.C. Joshi, also attend-
ed the meeting.

Seven persons, including five
militants, were killed in various
incidents, while security forces
rescued five youths, who were be-
ing sent to Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir for arms training by mil-
itants in Jammu and Kashmir.—
PTI1
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Gen. Rao favours more powers for J&K

The Times of India News Service

HYDERABAD: Former Jammu
and Kashmir governor General
K.V. Krishna Rao advocated grant-
ing of more powers to Kashmir to
win people’s confidence and avoid
any external threat.

Participating in a panel discussion
on “Kashmir — Is greater autono-
my the only solution?” organised by
the Institute of Asian Studies, Gen
Rao said Kashmir had been facing
several problems that have 1o be
dealt with in all seriousness.

He said the state did not even
have sufficient government proper-
ties, while the industrial sector suf-
fered a lot due to militancy in the
region. He said there were over 1.5
lakh educated youth left with no

jobs. To solve all these problems,
Kashmiris need the support of not
only the Centre, but of the entire
nation.

NV
Gen Rao described the Natiol

Conference as a true patriot whi

had played a major role in the
restoration of democracy in the
state. While praising the Kashmiris,
he said by participating in the gen-
eral elections, they proved that they
were an integral part of India. He
said that it was the fault of certain
administrators who gave the im-
pression before the international
community that Kashmiris do not
want to live with India. He said that
Kashmir was strategically a most vi-
tal area not only for the security of
India but also for Pakistan. That

was the reason why the latter had
three wars and was continuing the
Proxy war even now.

Gen Rao said though greater au-
tonomy was not the only solution,
more powers should be given to
Kashmir to clear off the impression
among Kashmiris that India treats
them as a colony. He said people in
the Kashmir valley wanted autono-
my to safeguard their identity. They
were afraid that in the absence of
autonomy, migrations from other
states would swamp their unique
culture and way of life.

Former chairman of National
Minorities Commission, Justice
Sardar Ali Khan, said that the de-
mand for greater autonomy to J&K
deserved to be considered, but
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\‘————
more appropriately, it could be
called as “devolution of powers
from the Centre to the state.”

He said the degree of autonomy
could be decided while not offend-
ing any provisions of the Constitu-
tion. He said it would not be ideal
to talk about restoring the pre-1953
situation in Kashmir, but the Cen-
tre should be flexible in exploring
all ways and means of solving the
problem. He also suggested that
both India and Pakistan should
have bilateral talks to resolve the |
on-going problem without enter-
taining third-party mediation.

Veteran communist Mohit Sen,
Prof FD. Vakil, Prof Ratanlal
Hangloo and H.S. Gururaja Rao
took part in the discussion.




Hizbul announces

° P;
unilateral

Srinagar, July 24ty \

n a surprise move, the
IPakistan-backed militant out-

fit Hizbul Mujahideen (HM)
today announced a unilateral
three-month-long ceasefire in
Jammu and Kashmir and
declared its readiness to hold
talks with the Centre, which
immediately welcomed it as
"good development."

Making the announcement, §
Abdul Majid Dar, who claimed
to be the 'chief commander' of
the powerful outfit, said the
ceasefire will be effective from
tomorrow. "We are ready for talks with New Delhi to
ensure peace in the trouble-torn State,” he told a
group of reporters here but warned if the offer was not
responded to appropriately by New Delhi, the outfit
had "a right to withdraw it even after a week."

In a quick reaction, Union Home Secretary Kamal
Pande said in New Delhi that any step towards peace
in the State was a "welcome development." He said the
group wanted a discussion with the Centre and had
not put any condition.

"It is a step in the right direction,” Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah said in his

Abdul Majid Dar (left) announcing the
three-month ceasefire. Photo: AFP

& 8 V-

ceaselire

reaction.
While the Harkatul
Mujahideen  spokesman in

Muzaffrabad in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir declined to com-
ment, pro-Pakistan Jamiat-ul-
Mujahideen, a breakaway group
of the Hizbul, described the deci-
sion as "an act of treachery.”

The ceasefire can be extended
beyond three months if there is a
positive response from New
i Delhi, said Dar, who crossed
over from Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir only three months back
after his four-year stay.

A top police official toid AFP
on condition of anonymity that he was sceptical of the
offer. “It's a welcome step but let us see how they
behave in the next couple of weeks,” he said.

The surprise ceasefire announcement came just days
after the election of Abdul Gani Bhat as the new
chairman of the main separatist political alliance in
Kashmir, the Hurriyat (Freedom) Conference. Bhat
favours Kashmir's accession to Pakistan.

The only previous militant group to announce a uni-
lateral ceasefire in Kashmir was the pro-indepen-
dence Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF)
in 1994. (Agencies)

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES



Hizbul offers ceasefire.
VEe talgs with Centre
Al

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA >

SRINAGAR, July 24. — The
Pakistan-backed militant outfit
Hizbul Mujahideen today
announced a unilateral three-
month ceasefire starting
tomorrow, and declared it was
ready for talks with the Centre.

The government has wel-
comed the move, adds SNS
from New Delhi.

Making the surprise ann-
ouncement, the Hizbul Mujahi-
deen’s ‘chief commander’, Abdul
Majid Dar, said: “We are ready
for talks with New Delhi to
ensure peace in the trouble-torn
state”. But if the offer did not
find an appropriate response,

_ the Hizbul Mujahideen had “a
right to withdraw it even after a
week,” he warned.

On the other hand, the cease-

fire could be extended beyond-

three months if there was a
positive response from New
Delhi, Dar said.

In a statement issued here
this evening, the home min-
istry said: “Any move which
points towards peace is wel-
come. The government, howev-
er, will be watching the situa-
tion closely and make its asse-
ssments later. We’re in touch
with the state government.”

(The J&K chief minister, Mr
Farooq Abdullah, too welcomed
Hizbul Mujahideen’s ceasefire
announcement and its willing-
ness for a dialogue with the
Centre, reports UNI. “It is a
step in the right direction. Let
us watch,” he said).

The Centre had released top

leaders of the All Party
Hurriyat Conference to create
the right atmosphere for talks
at a later stage.

The government has
expressed its willingness for
talks with individuals or
groups from within the coun-
try, but steadfastly refused to
include Pakistan in negotia-
tions to restore peace in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The ceasefire announcement
has set the stage for negotia-
tions similar to those with
insurgent groups in the North-
East. But officials in Delhi
have cautioned against equat-
ing the situation in J&K with
that in the north-east. “There
is a foreign player involved in
insurgency in Kashmir,” an
official pointed out.
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By Shujaat Bukhari

JuLy 24. The Jammu and Kashmir militant
organisatjon, Hizbul Mujahideen, which has been
sustaining the anti-India militancy since 1990, an-
nounced §n Monday a ‘‘unilateral ceasefire” for
three months. It also expressed its willingness for a
dialogue with the Government for a peaceful resolu-
tion of the Kashmir dispute.

The surprise development was announced at a
hurriedly held press conference by Salaar Aala (chief
commander), Mr. Abdul Majid Dar,on the outskirts
of Srinagar. He was flanked by the top brass of the
organisation.

Terming the decision historic, Mr. Dar said the
ceasefire would be extended if there was a positive
response from New Delhi. “The primary objective of
the announcement is to break the deadlock and
make the atmosphere conducive to talks,” he said.
He claimed that the decision had the fuli backing of
all segments of the HM, including that based across
the Line of Control.

M/r. Dar urged the other militant outfits to follow

@A?lebul announces ceasefire 9 ¥

suit. He cited various reasons that prompted the
move. “There is a craving worldwide that peace and
normality should return to the sub-continent which
is passing through difficult times. Qur decision is
also in consonance with the statements by the Hurri-
yat leaders and the popular feelings,” he said.

The basic stand of the Hizbul, he said, was resolu-
tion of the dispute on the basis of the U.N. resolu-
tions. “But after that a new stand based on a
trilateral dialogue involving the representatives of
the Kashmiris emerged and we supported it.”

Asked whether the Hizbul has taken up the issue
with other militant organisations, he said, Syed Sala-
huddin, supreme commander of Hizbul, was also
heading the Jehad Council and he may have taken
up the issue with them”. “But this is purely our ini-
tiative.” He expressed his hope that Pakistan would
strengthen the move. “It is a fact that without the
assistance of Pakistan it was not possible to sustain
the movement. But we are sons of this soil and no
other person can understand the sufferings we are
passing through.”

Centre welcomes decision: Page 13
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w~yPeace Attack

An aa)arent/miracle has happened — neral three-month truce
offer by the Hizbul Mujaheedin. The Hizbll has also asked other
militant outfits in the Valley to follow suit. Of dourse, every one knows
the Hizbul’s Pakistan connection, but, understandably, there wasn’t any
immediate statement from our recalcitrant neighbour. Is there a pattern
here? Perhaps there is, for there are too many things happening at the
same time for all this to be unconnected. Pakistan has been pushing for
talks, but it has not stopped its support to cross-border terrorism. Some
recent news reports even go as far as to suggest that the Pakistan army
has attempted to take over a few Indian posts. There is no doubt that the
Hizbul Mujaheedin could not have taken a decision without the backing
of General Musharraf’s regime. Yet, the question remains — why did
Pakistan agree? Surely, suing for peace in Kashmir will not make the
hawks there too happy. It is here that speculation on the US’ role in
Kashmir becomes important. Look at the symptoms: Hurriyat leaders
released just around President Clinton’s visit; informal negotiations
between the Indian government, US-based Kashmiris close to the US
establishment and other players in the conflict; track two dealings
between India and Pakistan; proposals for trifurcating J & K along
religious lines; and the whole autonomy tragicomedy in the state, It may
be too much to expect a conscious plan behind all this, but it is quite clear

\that something is brewing in J & K. That is what all actors in the drama

ave sensed: This is the time to make compromises, or at least don a
emporary mask of geniality.

For all this, no one really expected the Hizbul to play dove, and
understandably, the Indian government’s reaction has been cautious.
What counts, after all, is not peace offers, but an actual end to
terrorist-type militant attacks. Then there is the Lashkar-e-Toiba,
another Pakistan-based militant outfit. What is it likely to do?
Questions, whose answers will ultimately determine the Vajpayee
government’s moves. If the Hizbul’s peace-bomb is genuine and if it has
Pakistan’s blessings, then there might be fewer terrorist attacks in the
Valley. That would give India a justification for resuming talks,
something that will be supported by the international community. In any
case, in the race for getting internationat appreciation, India has definite-
ly come out as a winner — at least in the post-Kargil phase. General
Musharraf, on the other hand, is not very popular in the West. In recent
months, however, his stock has risen a bit, thanks especially to his anti-
Taliban rhetoric. It is not entirely unlikely that Pakistan is being forced
to stop supporting militancy in Kashmir as a condition for the West to
bail it out economically. However, Pakistan’s public rhetoric might not
change to synchronise with the happenings on the ground. The cease-fire
offer might also be an attempt to force India to the negotiating table: By
bringing the Hizbul onto the centrestage of the peace initiative in J & K,
Pakistan might be looking for a bigger role. In this complex scenario, In-
dia’s cautious $cepticism is understandable, but wisdomn lies in seizing the
opportunity for a lasting solution for the exhausted people of Kashmir.
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New hope 1n Kash
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THE UNEXPECTED ar&o\u’r\xcement of a conditional aase-
fire made by a senior Hizbul Mujahideen leader in Srinagéy can
be interpreted in several ways. It will also be necessary to Wvait
before all the implications of the offer are known. Only then
will it be possible to assess their meaning in full measure, On
the face of it, it will appear naive to suggest a sudden change of
heart. It needs to be borne in mind that the Hizbul controls
about half of the over 1,600 militants still active in the State.
Ideologically, it has been firmly pro-Pakistan and has operated
in close coordination with the ISI. So why does it suddenly want
to give the gun a respite and open a dialogue with the
Central Government?

One obvious interpretation is to see the ceasefire offer as a
tactical ploy employed as part of a larger game plan. Equally, it
may be that the Hizbul is seeking recognition as a party of
negotiation with the Centre at a time when Farooq Abdullah’s
autonomy gambit has successfully sidelined the proposed
dialogue with the Hurriyat leaders. A third interpretation is
that even the military regime in Islamabad, finding itself at the
receiving end of international criticism as an exporter of
terrorism, is seeking to change tack. Whatever the case, it
cannot be denied that the ceasefire offer by itself is a positive
development and should be welcomed for whatever it is
worth. Even without lowering one’s guard, it should be
possible to give it a decent try.

There will be difficulties, of course, in implementing it on the
ground. First, so long as militant groups other than the Hizbul
Mujahideen remain active and outside the terms of the cease-
fire deal, the security forces will have to continue dealing with
them. Secondly, the security forces will also have to keep up
operations against the foreign mercenaries, no matter whichev-
er group they may be associated with. They cannot be seen as a
party to — or beneficiaries from — any ceasefire arrangement.
Given these parameters, it should be possible for the
Government to take up the offer of a dialogue at an appropri-
ate level in the hope that it will pave the way to end Kashmir’s
worst decade since Independence.
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THE ANNOUNGEMENT OF a unilateral cease-
fire by one of Jamnu and Kashmir’s most pow-
erful militant groups, the Hizbul Mujahideen
(HM), brings with it both surprise and hope.
Unfortunately, the HM's ‘chief commander’,
Mr. Abdul Majid Dar, has not been able to carry
the other leading pro-Pakistan militant outfits
with him in this move. Instead of going it alone,
the Hizbul could have taken at least another
group with it in this effort. Though the HM’s
decision was taken after extensive discussions
at its recent conference in Muzaffarabad in
PoK, some of the other leading militant groups
such as the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen and the
Lashkar-e-Toiba have already rejected it out-
right and dissociated themselves from it. This
could seriously undermine what appears to be
well- thought-out strategy by the HM to give
peace a chance by opening negotiations with
the Government of India. The Hizbul must have
taken a broader view of the recent develop-
ments, especially the possibility of an imminent
dialogue between the All-Party Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) and the Centre. It must be re-
membered that the HM's offer came within a
few days of the election of Mr. Abdul Ghani
Bhat, president of another pro-Pakistan group,
the Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference,
as chairman of the APHC.

Mr. Dar’s offer comes with a few conditions
which on the face of it do not seem objection-
able. He wants a cessation of the military offen-
sive in the State against the militants; an end to
all violations of human rights and the freedom
for all political parties to express their views
publicly. The Centre should have no difficulty
in accepting these demands, even if some in-
flammatory speeches may be made. The Har-
kat-ul-Mujahideen, Lashkar-e-Toiba, the al
Badr and the HM have emerged as the key play-
ers in the militant world of Kashmir since the
early 1990s, functioning out of Pakistan and
carrying out daring operations in Kashmir. Mr.

& 8 dhe—
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Dar’'s emergence in downtown Srinagar to
make this announcement marks a radical de-
parture in the HM's approach to India and the
search for a solution to the Kashmir issue. He
spoke of the ‘craving for peace’ and ‘popular
feelings’. Instead of rejecting this approach, the
other militant groups would be wise to stand by
for now and see how the Hizbul fares in this
bold venture. If only the Pakistan-based groups,
who claim to represent the Kashmiris, heed the
silent voice of the people, they could be work-
ing for peace. That peace can come only
through negotiations, not by waging a ‘“holy

”

war .

Q A GOOD BEGINNING 5 ’f’ {&

The HM’s olive branch fits into the Centre’s
current plan of initiating a comprehensive dia-
logue with political parties and militant groups
in Kashmir to search for a political solution. The
Hizbul offer speaks of a one-week deadline to
ascertain New Delhi’s initial response and the
possibility of even extending the three-month
ceasefire if any substantive talks can begin. The
Centre must adopt a cautious but positive ap-
proach to this offer. While the Army, the in-
telligence  agencies and the Kashmir
Government can make their own independent
assessment of the announcement and what lies
behind it, the Centre must prepare the ground
for a thorough-going dialogue on all aspects of
the problem. There is always the hope that
more militant groups will join the process, if it
is seen to be making some headway. While talk-
ing to the National Conference, the Centre
must not make it difficult for the Hurriyat, the
HM, or any other party which is willing to join
the dialogue. The Centre must evolve a process
of informal consultations with all of them be-
fore launching a formal dialogue or round ta-
ble. While talking to the Kashmir groups, the
Government must keep the Opposition fully
briefed about the developments so that a con-
sensus could be built on both sides for a lasting
solution and peace.
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HT Correspondent
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REJECTING THE Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly's greater autonomy resolution
seeking the pre-1953 status for the trou-
ble-torn State, Deputy Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha Madhavrao
Scindia today blamed the Vajpayee
Government for forcing Dr Faroog
Abdullah to take an extreme position on
the issue, in view of the Centre's arbitra
move to start a dialogue with the All
Party Hurriyat Conference and other mil-
itant groups.

Initiating a special discussion on the
autonomy resolution, he said the Centre's
ambivalence on the autonomy issue was
clearly reflected in the contradictory state-
ments made by the Prime Minister, Home
Minister LK. Advani and other BJP lead-
ors. Their contradictory utterances have
raised doubts about the very intentions of
the BIR-NC combine, giving rise to the
legitimate {query whether the autonomy
slogan wag merely meant to gain political
mileage in the State.

Mr Scirdia's._arguments drew support
from several other star speakers, including
the CPI-M's Somnath C%atterjee and for-

&K autonomy resolution,”

mer Speaker PA. Sangma. But former
Prime Minister Chandrasekhar felt that
Dr Abdullah was the country's best bet in
Kashmir in the prevailing situation,

Delving into various constitutional and
political developments in the State since
1947, Mr Scindia said that only the 1975
Indira-Sheikh accord could become a
basis of any dialogue with the State
Government,

Referring to Mr Vajpeyee's statement
describing the autonomy report as some-
thing thé& was Mﬂ‘ﬁe"m’%“m’:“ wi

on.
ot point to 8 diftrent drec?
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J&K AUTONOMY / RESOLUTlON OPPOSED WITH ONE VOICEr

‘Nation within'a nation

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 26. The Lok Sabha today spoke
up with one voice against the Jammu and
Kashmir autonomy resolution, saying there
was no question of putting the clock back.
Even the bitter critics of the Centre’s hand-
ling of the issue — and the Opposition bench-
es were full of them — echoed the BJP
member, Mr. Prakash Mani Tripathi’s line
that there could not be a “nation within a
nation.”

At the same time, there was unanimity that
Jammu & Kashmir needed more autonomy
“and that a dialogue with various shades of
political opinion in the State was the only the
way to resolve the issue.

A point repeatedly made during an incon-
clusive debate on Kashmir was that while a
return to the pre-1953 situation demanded in
the resolution was not possible, efforts
should be made to consider greater autono-
my within the framework of Article 370. The
Indira Gandhi-Sheikh Abdullah accord of
1975 was widely commended as the basis for
talks.

The Opposition wanted a firm assurance
from the BJP that it would desist from pursu-
ing its demand for revoking Article 370 (spe-
cial status for J&K). There was a view,
expressed sharply by the CPI(M)’s Mr. Som-
nath Chatterjee and the Nationalist Congress
Party’s Mr. P.A.Sangma, that the BJP’s per-
sistent campaign against Article 370 was one
of the reasons why the Assembly had come
up with such extreme demands.

/\

The BJP’s stand had created “apprehen-
sions” in the public mind that there was a
threat to the State’s autonomy, and the reso-
lution was in a sense an expression of these
fears, Mr. Sangma said. He wanted the Home
Minister to clarify the BJP’s stand. Mr Chat-
terjee sought an assurance that Article 370

‘would not be touched.

The Opposition came down heavily on the
Government for its “ambivalent,” “con-
fused” and “politically hypocritical” position
on the autonomy issue. The Congress(I) dep-
uty leader, Mr. Madhavrao Scindia, recalled
the series of “flip-flops” that had marked the
Government’s response to the Kashmir issue
in general and the autonomy resolution in
particular.

He said “something curious” had been go-
ing on since the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clin-
ton’s visit, and particularly strange was the
release of Hurriyat leaders. It was this that
appeared to have pushed Dr. Farooq Abdul-
lah into playing the autonomy card in the
fashion he did. The Government had been
speaking in conflicting voices — blowing hot
and cold alternately — which gave the im-
pression that it was trying to run with the
hare and hunt with the hound.

Mr. Scindia said it was difficult to under-
stand the Government’s “ambivalent” policy
and history would not forgive it for “playing
games” on such a sensitive issue. If autono-
my meant greater decentralisation and devo-
lution of powers, his party was all for it and
the 1975 accord was the best bet to start a

10t possiblé/

dialogue. But a return to the pre-1953 status
was unacceptable and Dr. Abdullah was
clearly asking for much more than what even
his father wanted. The real issue was devel-
opment and the demand for autonomy
should not deflect attention from that.

Mr. Prakash Mani Tripathi denied that
there was any confusion in the Government
and said what mattered was that the Cabinet
had said “no” to the resolution. But there was
still room for a dialogue. He cautioned
against turning it into an emotive issue and
said what was needed instead was a dispas-
sionate approach.

Earlier, Mr. Scindia wanted to know the
Government’s response to the Hizbul Muja-
hideen’s ceasefire offer which the BJP saw as
an indication of the militants being “‘on the
run,”

Advani denies
UNI reports

Mr. L.K. Advani, the Home Minister, clar-
ified in the Lok Sabha that he had not given
any assurance that there would be a discus-
sion in Parliament on the autonomy resolu-
tion.

Intervening in the special discussion, Mr.
Advani said all that he had stated was that if
anything was to be done about the resolu-
tion, it had to done by Parliament.

Mr. Advani was responding to Mr. Som-
nath Chatterjee’s reference to the Minister's
reported assurance on his return from Israel.
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Hizbul ceasefire
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their principles,” the statement asserts. The Hurriyat says it'is an irony
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national community, which wants that the same should be resolved
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categorical once more that talks between all the parties involved must be
stafted on internationally accredited principles,” it added.
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ister Rabri Devi and RJD chief Laloo Prasad Yadav in Patna on
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Farooq wants Vajpayee to
hurry up on autonomy v

g2

-~ \' <4
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & h 5“ Dr Abdullah said he would in
5

CALCUTTA, July 26. — The
Prime Minister should find a
solution to the complex prob-
lem of autonomy for Jammu
and Kashmir without wasting™
time, Dr Farooq Abdullah told
reporters after meeting Mr
Jyoti Basu at the latter’s Salt
Lake residence here today.

The J&K chief minister did
not claim he had countrywide
support, but said he had met
the Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee,
Mrs Sonia Gandhi, and Mr
Sharad Pawar regarding the
autonomy demand for his state.

Mr Vajpayee would try to con-
vince the BJP-ruled states
while Mrs Gandhi would per-
suade states ruled by the
Congress to support the J&K
people’s demand, he added.

also talk to leaders of various
regional parties to seek their
support. “There is a lot of mis-
understanding among the

.political parties on the autono-

my issue. But we have to solve
this”, he added.

“I have come here to get a
solution for the people of my
state. I have given him a copy
of the Autonomy Committee’s
report today. The report has
already been submitted to the
Union Cabinet”, the J&K chief
minister said.

“Mr Basu will support our
demand. The people of J&K are
demanding the restoration of
Article 370, which is within the
framework of the Constitution
of the India”. he added.

He welcomed the Hijbul
Mujahideen cease-fire decision

port of the autonomy
delnahd and said the Centre
shduld hold talks with it. His
p as not like the Hurriyat
which was demanding an inde-
pendent state. “Our stand is
against division of the state”,
Dr Abdullah said.

In Patna, Mr Laloo Prasad
Yadav today accepted Dr
Abdullah’s invitation to take
part in an all-party meeting at
Srinagar to discuss the autono-
my resolution passed by the
J&K Assembly.

Earlier, Dr Abdullah met the
chief minister, Mrs Rabri Devi,
and the RJD chief and handed
them a copy of the autonomy
resolution.

Dr Abdullah said the autonomy
resolution had “nothing against

the interest ofthe nation or the
Constitutiorof India.”
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HT C
Calcutta, July 26

THE CENTRE should immediate-
ly initiate a dialogue with members
of the Hizbul-Mujahideen group
to ascertain their true motive,
Jammu & Kashmir Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah said here today.
This, he felt, was imperative since
a section of the Mujahideen still
owed allegiance to Pakistan while
the rest claimed to sympathise with
India.

“The talks must begin immedi-
ately so that we know what they
really want,” Abdullah said, adding
that the urgency was far more nec.
essary since ISI agents were always
ready to subvert any attempt to
restore peace in India.

The National Conference leader

Open talks wit

arrived  here
this afternoon
after meeting
the Rashtriya

Janata Dal
chief Laloo
Prasad Yadav
and held
closed-door
talks with Chief

Minister Jyoti
Basu for about
half-an-hour.
Abdullah said
he was con-
vinced that Basu felt something
needs to be done to restore Article
370, which grants special status to
Jammu & Kashmir. On his long
relationship with Basu, Abdullah
said the two had met way back in
1984 in Srinagar while deliberating

™HE HINDUS

Fareoq Abduliah with Jyoti Basu in
the city on Wednesday. Photo: HT

ul,

1 on the special
status of Jammu
& Kashmir, and
later, in
Calcutta, while
discussing
Centre-State
relations. “I have
given him a copy
of the report on
autonomy pre-
pared by our
Autonomy Cou-
ncil and he will
go through it. I
think he understands our prob-
lem,” Abdullah said.

The meeting with leaders of the
Opposition parties, Abdullah said,
was part of his effort to clear the
misconceptions about his party’s
demand for autonomy in Jammu &
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—
says

Farooq

Kashmir. “There is lot of misun-
derstanding with people saying
that we want a separate Reserve
Bank and a currency of our own.
This is all false. All we want {s .
restoration of Article 370 as it was,
within the Constitution of India,”
he said.

The Prime Minister, he added,
must find a solution to this “com-
plex problem”.

Abdullah made it clear that he
was not in favour of dividing
Jammu & Kashmir in three parts.
“The trifurcation was once sug-
gested in 1950 by Owen Dixon and
a similar recommendation was
made recently by a US study group
comprising members of the US
Congress and Senate. I have
rejected the plan outright and so
has the Union Government.”
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SRINAGAR, July 26." — The
United Jehad Council, an
umbrella organisation of 14
Pakistan-based militant grou-
ps, today dismissed the supr-
eme leader of Hizbul Muja-
hideen, Syed Salahuddin, as its
chairman and suspended his
outfit for announcing unilater-
al ceasefire in _
Jammu and Ka-
shmir.

Though the
newly-appoint-
ed Hurriyat
chairman, Prof
Abdul Gani
Bhatt, had yes-
terday termed

SRINAGAR BLASTS

SRINAGAR,
There were four serial blasts
in Srinagar city today. Police
said all four blasts were of
low intensity improvised
explosive devices which went
off one after another. — SNS

quarters ranging from the\criti-
cal to the resentful.

Terming the ceasefire deci-
sion taken by the Hizbul
Mujahideen as a “step taken in
haste”, the Deputy Supreme
commander, Abdul Majid Dar,
expressed fears that it may cre-
ate confusion in the state.

The Hurriyat statement said
the Hizbul commanders should
have under-
stood the impli-
cations of such
an action. “The
HM should
have kept in
view the Indian
intrigues and
the atrocities it
has committed
on the people of

July 26. —

the ceasefire as
an important development,
the executive council of the
separatist organisation which
met here today at the resi-
dence of former party chief,
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, dis-
cussed the
developments.Party leaders
including Prof Abdul Gani
Bhatt, Abdul Gani Lone,
Maulana Subas Ansari and
other leaders attended the
meeting.

After the meeting, the
Hurriyat Conference issued a
cautious

statement amid-

Kashmir valley,” it said.
Hurriyat leaders felt that at
such a crucial juncture of
Kashmiri struggle, the sacri-
fices of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir should have also
been taken into consideration.
Reiterating that only a.peace-
ful tripartite dialogue was a
solution to the Kashmir issue,
the meeting felt that Indian gov-
ernment was creating hurdles in
the initiation of the peace
process and was not sincere in

B See HIZBUL: page 8

HIZBUL:

(Continued from I;age 1

its dialogue offer.

Hoping that the Indian gov-
ernment will soften its stance
on Kashmir and would help in
the return of peace and dignity
to the valley and its people, the
Hurriyat leaders said only a
result-oriented dialogue could "
move the 50-year-old issue.

Meanwhile, many militant
organisation continued spurn-
ing the HM ceasefire and
termed it “treason” on the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir.
While Harkat-ul-Mujahideen,
Al Umar Mujahideen, Al Jehad
and Jamait-ul-Mujahideen
reacted sharply to this develop-
ment, the Kashmiri women’s
militant outfit Dukhtaran-a-
Millat was most critical.

The outfit’s chief, Ms Asiya
Andrabi, said Islam did not
allow unilateral ceasefire.
Accusing Hizbul leadership of
betrayal, she expressed her
shock and surprise over this
development.

However, the mainstream
political parties have welcomed
the ceasefire and have
described it as a step in the
right direction.

 pHRUp Y



~Jamaat severs ties with Hizbul

')/‘ ,’) By B. Muralidhar Reddy \/“) . \&2

ISLAMABRD, JULY 27. The Jamaat-1-Islami, the largest
religioud party in Pakistan, has severed its ties with
izbul Mujahideen following the latter's deci-
sion to declare a three-month ceasefire in Kashmir.

The parting of ways between the Jamaat-I-Islami
(JI) and the Hizbul Mujahideen is significant in view
of speculation in the Pakistani media in the last few
days that the Hizbul offer could be linked to the
current visit of the JT chief to the United States and
his extensive discussions with the State Department
officials on a number of issues including Kashmir.

The Hizbul Mujahideen, undoubtedly the most
powerful militant organisation working in Kashmir,
is considered a JI- backed organisation though its
cadre are mostly drawn from Kashmir. The group
has been active since the days of militancy in the
early 1990s.

The Jamaat-I-Islami chief, Quazi Hussain Ahmed,
deemed it necessary to cut short his tour of the Unit-
ed States in the wake of the ceasefire announcement
as speculation persisted on his party role in the de-
velopment, despite clarification that the JI had noth-
ing to do with the Hizbul offer.

After a meeting of senior leaders of the J1 in Lahore
today, Quazi Hussain Ahmed told reporters that the
Hizbul had made the offer without consulting his
party and henceforth JI would have nothing to do
with the outfit. The JI would continue to support all
other groups within the fold of the United Jehadi
Council, the Pakistan-based umbrella organisation
of anti-India groups.

The council on Wednesday denounced the Hizbul
offer as a ‘retrograde step’ that would undermine the
‘freedom struggle’ in Kashmir and vowed to contin-
ue its ‘jehad’. It also expelled the Hizbul from its
membership and sacked its chief, Syed Salahuddin,
as its chairman.

In a related development, two leading dailies here
have reported that the Hizbul announcement was
the result of “backdoor channel diplomacy” be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad backed by the U.S.
establishment.

The Nation, in a front page item, reported that
Pakistan had enforced an “informal and unilateral”
ceasefire on its side of Line of Control since June 27
as part of the effort by the Government to regain
international sympathy on the Kashmir issue. Quot-
ing Foreign Office sources, the daily claimed that
there was a “‘clear connection’” between the month-

old ceasefire and the three-month ceasefire an-
nounced by the Hizbul. It said the objective was to
regain diplomatic recognition following the Kargil
episode.

“The Indian Government exploited the Kargil epi-
sode to the maximum, internally to rally its people,
and externally to reinforce some of the doubts and
fears that began to emerge about the Kashmir strug-
gle itself”’, the paper quoted an unnamed Foreign
Office official. The Hizbul offer and ceasefire on the
LoC were taken keeping in mind the reaction of the
global community.

Another daily, Dawn, in a news analysis of the
Hizbul offer, said that it was the culmination of
months of “secret diplomacy” between Islamabad
and New Delhi through influential Americans with
the backing of the U.S. diplomatic and defence es-
tablishment.

“It is understood that the next step to follow the
ceasefire would be a partial Indian reduction of its
combat troops deployed in Kashmir. The Pakistan
side committed as early as June to persuade the mu-
jahideen for a ceasefire but the Indians wanted to
see it implemented before making any move,” the
paper said.

It said the Hizbul announcement was the begin-
ning of a series of steps to be taken by India and
Pakistan. These would include resumption of trade
by conferring the most favoured nation status. ‘‘The
next item on the agenda of the secret negotiators is
to get Gen. Pervez Musharraf and the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, together at the U.N.
General Assembly session in New York in Septem-
ber”.

Salahuddin’s threat

Meanwhile, the Hizbul chief, Syed Salahuddin,
threatened to revoke the ceasefire declaration unless
the Indian Government reviewed its position of talks
within the framework of the Indian Constitution.

In a statement here, the Hizbul leader said talks
within the framework of the Indian Constitution was
not acceptable to his group. “We will revoke cease-
fire if India tries to use its traditional tactics of ifs and
buts.”

In a similar statement issued from Muzaffarabad,
the Hizbul spokesman, Mr. Saleem Hashmi, said
that India should immediately initiate talks with Pa-
kistan and the Kashmiri leadership to resolve the
problem in accordance with the aspirations of the
Kashmiris.
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_Farooq def endsM
Article 370 dem nd

P.P. Singh %/(\.

GUWAHATI 27 JULY

JAMMU & Kashmir chief min-
ister Farooq Abdullah, on
Thursday, attacked Congress
and BJP for blaming him and his
party for trying to weaken the
nation by asking for implemen-
tation of Article 370.

Addressing local AGP lead-
ers, Dr Abdullah said so called
nationalist parties like Congress
called him anti-national only
when it suited them. But when it
served their purpose, “I was the
best man in the country.”

He said the Centre did not
bother to go through the report
published by the National
Conference on autonomy and
more powers to the state under
Article 370.

“If any one can show me one
line which will weaken India we
will delete it, but you have to go
through it at least to comment
on it,” Dr Abdullah said.

He said it was unfortunate
that for the last 52 years, the
Centre had been living on the
resources of the states and
deprivin~ them of development.

It is time the #tates\are given
more powers, he said.

Dr. Abdullah called for the
abolition of Article 356 which
has been misused 112 times in
the country, most of the time to :
dismiss governments in opposi- :

ﬁoni{e sa?:i &Sh% %e was

elected government in J&K !
there was development. But :
after the Centre started impos- :
ing President’s rule, things :
started deteriorating.

Last time, violating all con-
stitutional provisions, it was :
kept for six years when the :
administrators functioned from :
their offices only.

Later while talking to the i
media, Dr Abdullah said as far !
as J&K is concerned implemen- :
tation of Article 370 to the full
will solve major problems.

For the rest of the country, }
the Sarkaria Commission report :
must be implemented with more
powers to the state. On the ques-
tion of holding talks with the
militants, he said the Union gov-
ernment must hold talks with
them at the earliest.. $0 !

The Economic Time.
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J;HLBUL OFFER (b
(5‘5) The government must speak b wivq(

T should we think about the Hizbul Mujahideen’s ded
laration of ceasefire? If we rule out good faith, we are le

with, approximately, two explanations. One, the situation on
the ground is no longer propitious, the militant terrain having
been substantially taken over by organisations manned by
non-Kashmiris, whose radical Islamic character is more pro-
nounced and for whom the specificity of the Kashmiri cause is
peripheral to its principal ideological concern. If this is true,
then one must suppose that the great majority of ordinary
Kashmiris are fed up with violence, but are in no position to
resist the incursions made by the jihadis out of fear or intimi-
dation. The jikadis also tap a deeper, albeit less widespread,
level of desperation bred by the length and the overall fruit-
lessness of the struggle. This is part of the logic of militancy.
Failure breeds more radicalism: the Hizbul itself took over the
terrain vacated by the more catholic JKLF. The Hizbul cease-
fire may be a response to this reality, like the Hurriyat’s cur-
rent spell of relative moderation. Two, with the failure of
Farooq Abdullah’s autonomy resolution, the Hizbul might con-
sider the moment opportune to test India’s good faith on the
ground, after having come to the conclusion, as the Hurriyat
did, that it had already failed on paper: we want peace, you
don’t want it! They expect reciprocal gestures, failing which
they will take to arms again. This is also a challenge directly
addressed to India’s assumption that it does not hold Kashmir
by force, although the strength of this challenge will, ultimate-
ly, depend on how much disaffection the Hizbul and its sympa-
thisers in the Hurriyat can rally to their cause.

However, there is a positive message as well in this tempo-
rary dlsengagement from militancy. Both Hurriyat and Hizbul
seem to have realised that the Kashmiri cause, especially the
militant agenda, was being increasingly hijacked by people
who did not belong to the Valley. The fact that these elements
are basically nurtured by the jihadi axis which operates out of
Pakistan and Afghanistan and has a strong nexus with power-
ful sections within Pakistan’s military establishment may also
mean that the Hizbul and the Hurriyat have distanced them-
selves vis-a-vis Islamabad as well. Amanullah Khan of the
JKLF thinks Islamabad had nothing to do with the Hizbul’s
decision. These are changes of attitude that must be recog-
nised by the Government because they translate into a more
flexible negotiating stance. The Mirwaiz Maulvi Farooq has
gone on record to say that “a negotiated settlement...could be
anything”. It is unlikely he is being sly. It may be useful, at
this point, for the Goverament of India, to stop talking about
“the framework of the Constitution”, without in any way aban-
doning it, just to see what poss1b1hties a dialogue with the !
Hurriyat can throw up. It will be free to reject what it doesn’t
like or considers unacceptable. Yasin Malik has a point when
he refers to the dialogue with the Nagas, but he and his organ-
isation have to ensure that the international profile of such a
dialogue is discounted.




New Opening in J&K
No Time For Tricks or Gambits

THE dramatic announcement b,
the Hizbul Mujahideen (HM§
of a three month-long unilateral
ceasefire represents a paradigm
shift in the Kashmir situation.
Though it comes with conditions, it
presents an unprecedented oppor-
tunity for New Delhi, which simply
must not be squandered. The fact
that HM ‘Operations Chief” Abdul
Majid Dar’s announcement has
since been backed by the group’s
top leader Syed Salauddin means
that it is not a factional decision.
Indeed, it enjoys strong political
endorsement from the Jamaat-i-
Islam in Pakistan, with which HM
has been historically closely linked.
All recent pronouncements of the
Jamaat’s chief Qazi Husain Ahmed,
from China, Pakistan and the
US — where he is now on a visit —
confirm this.

No less significant is the support
the ceasefire has drawn from Mir-
waiz Omar Farooq, who represents
a traditional power centre in Kash-
mir. Even the All-Party Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) has not con-
demned it outright. According to
political observers in Srinagar, ordi-
nary Kashmiris seem to welcome
HM’s ceasefire declaration with
more optimism than the official an-
nouncement three months ago of
the government’s willingness to re-
lease and talk to APHC leaders.

Why is HM important? And why
has its move raised hopes in the Val-
ley? Quite simply, HM is the only
large militant group which draws its
cadres primarily, if not solely, from
indigenous or local Kashmiris, as
distinct from people in adjacent ar-
eas or foreign militants. It 1s also the
only significant militant organisa-
tion to be linked to a political party.
If it holds for any length of time, the
ceasefire could potentially reduce
the level of violence and confronta-
tion in the embattled Valley as noth-
ing else has in recent years. HM was
not pushed towards this change of
stance by India’s military pressure.
This sets its ceasefire offer apart
from that of the J&K Liberation
Front in 1994, then under the dou-
ble-barrelled attack of the Indian
military and HM. That does not
make it less significant or sincere —
only more “political”.

Evidently, the Jamaat is keen to
be seen to be holding out the olive
branch to India — for the first time
in the 11 years since the azaadi agi-
tation broke out. The Jamaat’s mo-
tives in doing so may have as much
to do with Islamabad’s plans — to
temporarily reduce support to mili-
tants in order to engage India diplo-

By PRAFUL BIDWAI

matically and overcome its own iso-
lation — as with its assessment of
the degree of popular exhaustion
with violence in the Valley. It is not
excluded that the ceasefire is part of
the many complex manoeuvres and
counter-manoeuvres now in
progress in preparation for Mr Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s forthcoming
‘Washington visit.

It is entirely possible that a new
divide is emerging in the militancy
-— between “locals” who favour a
political movement that can accom-
modate negotiations and peace, on
the one hand, and “foreign” outfits
dedicated to pan-Islamism and vio-
lent jehad, on the other. However,
what matters is the dilution in the
rigidity of HM’s stand and the possi-
bility of forward movement after a
long interval. It is noteworthy that
this new opening has generated
more popular interest than the June
26 autonomy resolution or its July 4
peremptory rejection by the Centre.

| IN BRIEF ~————

* Hizbul Mujahideen’s cease-
fire offer is an important
opportunity for peace

» |t could reduce violence in the
Valiey, for the Hizbul is the
only large indigenous militant
outfit linked to a political party

* The ceasefire is part of
Islamabad’s plans to bring
India to the negotiating table

* The Centre must acknowl-
edge past errors and not in-
dulge in clever manoeuvres

Put simply, New Delhi may poten-
tially have yet another dialogue
partner in Kashmir, besides the
Hurriyat and the National Confer-
ence.

However, for any dialogue to pro-
ceed the government must accept
four basic premises. First, the Kash-
mir problem is sui generis. Not only
do its roots lie in a remarkably
messy process of decolonisation and
partition; but it has been complicat-
ed over 53 years, not least by New
Delhi’s repeated failure to fulfil its
own constitutional commitments
and political promises. Pakistan has,
of course, cynically exploited the re-
sultant popular alienation. But the
thorny nature of the problem en-
joins New Delhi to reverse some of
the damage caused by the rigging of
election after election, imposition of
unpopular leaders, financial depri-
vation, and extension of over 200
Central laws and 42 amendments

m—

N1 29| 7
(to the Constitution of J&K, no
less) — some without legal warrant
or propriety.

Second, as part of its pluralist and
secular-democratic agenda, India
must accommodate not just a gener-
ous federalism, but many types of
federal arrangements, including
asymmetrical ones. The State Au-
tonomy Commission’s demands are
indeed exceptional, although Con-
stitutional. But so is Kashmir or Ar-
ticle 370. This Article cannot even
be unilaterally amended by India’s
Parliament. Kashmir’s autonomy
cannot be reduced to a subset of a
new general Centre-state deal.
Third, it is morally and politically
imperative for Indian security
forces to reduce their offensive op-
erations and respect human rights
which are routinely violated. Today,
about a quarter million troops
confront less than five million
civilians in Kashmir. As a recent vis-
it to the Valley confirmed, this is the
root-cause of popular alienation,
anger and sullen resentment to-
wards India. In particular, the spe-
cial operations group of Ikhwani ex-
militants, who prowl menacingly in
un-numbered, enclosed jeeps, must
be disbanded.

And fourth, the entire “palace-
politics” strategy of doing deals
based on divide-and-rule, elite co-
optation, privileging one unrepre-
sentative group over another, offer-
ing concessions only to withdraw
them, and “buying peace”, now
stands exhausted. It can resolve
nothing. Even before the battle for
the hearts and minds of Kashmiris
can begin, the government must
come clean, acknowledge past er-
rors, and start truly inclusive uncon-
ditional talks with all currents of
opinion. It must effectively counter
the impression that it is toying with
the state’s trifurcation, or playing
one ethnic or linguistic group off
against another, whether through
“Sindhu Darshan” or hill councils.
It would be disastrous if New Delhi
plays off its Kashmiri interlocutors
against one another or conducts a
dialogue only to ward off external
pressure and appear reasonable
without meaning to be so.

It just won’t do for Cabinet minis-
ters to play good cop-bad cop or to
make solemn “sky-is-the-limit” au-
tonomy promises and then summar-
ily reject that demand. Nor can the
NDA government afford to follow
double standards: explore the limits
of azaadi (as yet undefined), talk
real autonomy, and accept the BJP
veto on Article 370. But will it rise
to the task?
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/4® War fatigue )\

iven the plethora of militant organisations operating in

the Kashmir valley, first impressions might suggest
that the unilateral offer of a three-month ceasefire by the
Hizbul Mujahideen does not amount to much. The fact that
the All Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC) reacted
ambiguously to this development may tend to further
heighten this impression. It would be wrong, however, to
write off the ceasefire as inconsequential. While it is true
that the Hizbul Mujahideen no longer has a dominant posi-
tion among militant groups in Kashmir, what must not be
forgotten is that unlike the groups that have become more
active of late — the Lashkar-e-Toiba or the Harkat-ul-
Ansar, for instance — the Hizbul is an organisation domi- !
nated by natives of the Valley rather than foreign merce- |
naries. That such a group should have chosen to make a
conciliatory move is perhaps an indication of a fatigue set-
ting in among the population in the Valley with the vio-
lence that has lasted over a decade and consumed tens of
thousands of lives. If so, it is indeed a significant develop-
ment and one that the Indian State can ill afford to treat
dismissively. The Centre’s understandably cautious reac-
tion has struck the right note by keeping the option of con-
ciliation open.

As for the APHC’s reaction, what is perhaps more signif-
icant is that the initial reactions of both Prof Abdul Gani
Bhat, the newly elected chief, and Mirwaiz Omar Farooq
were guardedly positive. The final position of the APHC as a
whole, therefore, clearly conceals significant differences
within its constituents. Also, it is more than possible that the
APHC feels threatened with marginalisation what with the
J&K assembly assuming the mantle of the champions of
autonomy and the Hizbul now also seeming to initiate a
process of conciliation. The Centre must not allow these
adverse reactions to dampen its efforts at solving the
Kashmir problem. Peace must be given every possible
chance in Kashmir and that means exploring all possibili-
ties, even those which seem to have a slim chance of success.

The Economic Time.
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J&K militants invited for talks

et
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 28. In a significant
development, the Centre today
invited all militant groups and po-
litical leaders in Jammu and
Kashmir for talks to restore peac
and normality. é

The Centre’s offer C s inMegs
than a week of the Hizbul Mujahi-
deen’s unilateral announcement
of ceasefire for three months. Ap-
parently spurred by this, the Vaj-
payee Government appealed to
the Hizbul leadership to come
overground and establish contact
with the Union Home Secretary,
Mr. Kamal Pande, to discuss the
modalities for initiating a dia-
logue and preparing the ground
for the return of peace.

It is the Centre’s first specific
response after the announcement
by Hizbul, a powerful pro-Pakis-
tan militant outfit. The ceasefire
had already been welcomed by
the Centre and major political
parties.

“The Government has consis-
tently maintained that restoration
of peace in Jammu and Kashmir
can be achieved only through a
dialogue and not by continued
militancy,” a Home Ministry
spokesman said here tonight.

The Centre’s offer came at the
end of an hour-long high-level
meeting tonight, presided over by
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee. The meeting was
attended by the Home Minister,
Mr. L.K. Advani, the Defence Min-

U

ister, Mr. George Fernandes, the
Army Chief, Gen. V.P. Malik and
Mr. Pande.

“The Government has already
taken cognisance of the support
extended to the peace initiative
by the people of Jammu and
Kashmir,” the spokesman said.

‘No change in
military stance’
PTI reports:

The Army today denied reports
from Srinagar attributed to the
Chief of Staff of the 15th Corps,
Major General Basant Singh, that
the military offensive against mil-
itant groups had been suspended
in response to the ceasefire de-
clared by the Pakistan-based Hiz-
bul Mujahideen organisation.

The Hizbul Mujahideen’s cea-
sefire offer was still “under delib-
eration” of the Government and
there was no change in the mil-
itary stance against the proxy war
being waged by Pakistan in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, an Army
spokesman said here.

‘Operations scaled
down’

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JULY 28. The Army has
reduced its operations against
militants in response to the cease-
fire announcement by the Hizbul
Mujahideen, the Chief of Staff of
the 15 Corps, Major General Ba-
sant Singh, said here today and

described it as the first call to-
wards peace.

Talking to reporters after meet-
ing the National Cadet Corps at
the Badamibagh cantonment, he
said, “there has been no oper-
ation after the announcement but
we are taking precautionary mea-
sures for our own safety.”

“A decision on a ceasefire from
our side is to be taken by the Cen-
tral Government. As far as the
Hizbul Mujahideen is concerned
we have taken heed of its offer but
anti-insurgency operations can-
not be suspended and we are tak-
ing precautionary measures.”
However, “if they attack us we
have to respond. It is difficult to
know from 200 metres who is on
the other side.”

The credit for the Hizbul Muja-
hideen deciding to call for a cea-
sefire goes to the State’s people,
who had borne the brunt of the
militancy in the last 11 years.
“People are fed up with the vio-
lence and are not ready to send
their children to be trained in
arms and are rather keen on see-
ing them educated” he said.

Holding Pakistan responsible
for the ongoing proxy war in the
State, Gen. Basant Singh said it
had made a number of attempts
to snatch Kashmir away from In-
dia. This was done in 1965 and
1971 as also through the Kargil
misadventure last year, but “we
will not allow this to happen and
will ensure that Pakistan cannot
succeed.”
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MONDAY, JULY 31, 2000

A JUDICIOUS MOVE 4. 5"

THE INITIATIVE FOR peace in Jammu and
Kashmir, triggered by the unilateral announce-
ment of ceasefire by the Hizbul Mujahideen a
few days ago, seems set on course, with the
Government of India sending positive signals
by extending a specific invitation to the militant
outfit for talks, with a plea to come overground,
and by suspending military operations against
its cadres. More significant is that the Govern-
ment has judiciously avoided tagging on to its
talks offer the usual “within the Constitutional
framework” condition, something that has
been anathema to the militant groups. Whether
or not this calculated move came as a response
to the Hizbul chief, Syed Salahuddin’s reported
threat to revoke the ceasefire if the Government
insisted on the conditionality, it does provide
the much-needed leeway to the HM which had
come under heavy fire from other insurgent
groups, besides of course serving to demon-
strate-the Centre’s readiness to respect their
sengibilities. Given the by-no-means insignif-
icght presence of hardcore terrorist elements
cgntrolled by such outfits as the Harkat-ul-Mu-
ideen and the Lashkar-e-Taiba who have re-
cted sharply to the Hizbul's ceasefire move,
any scaling down of anti-insurgency operations
does carry an element of risk and the security
forces undoubtedly have quite a task on hand.
But there can be no question of avoiding that
risk and missing the current opportunity to
push for peace in the traumatised State.

The emerging scenario, sombre as it still
remains, is not without its silver lining. Al-
though initiaily the Pakistan-based militant or-
ganisations condemned the HM for its ceasefire
declaration, calling it a ““sell-out”, some distinct
signs of softening have been discernible in the
stated positions of at least quite a few of them
sjnce then; the criticism is generally in the na-
tpre of expressing disapproval of and dissociat-
ing from the decision — it would be too much

o expect anything like an endorsement of the
M’s initiative. No less significant is that the
1-Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC), an um-

brella outfit of separatist“groups which had
dubbed the Hizbul move “hasty”, has now wel-
comed the “unconditional” talks offer. In fact,
now is the most opportune moment for the
APHC to play its part, a leading part at that, in
bolstering the peace process and this would re-
quire its leadership cementing the fissures
within itself and projecting a cohesive policy
line that will facilitate an enduring solution.
Above all is the speculation — in the media and
among the Pakistan watchers — of the Hizbul’s
ceasefire declaration having had the ‘blessings’,
even if tacit, of Gen. Pervez Musharraf. If that is
the correct reading and if the message goes out,
the jehadi elements are less than likely to make
any determined attempt to scuttle the peace
process, although there could be some high-
profile subversive attacks by way of reaffirming
their identity. ()O

All this is not to say that the Yoad to peace
and freedom from terrorist violenke in Jammu
and Kashmir is going to be smooth)\Far from it.
Given the multiplicity of the militant groups
operating in the Valley — each with its own
agenda and loyalties — and the mind-boggling
complexities the Kashmir problem has ac-
quired historically, the path cannot but be
bumpy and the journey arduous. The point is
only that the overall atmospheric seems condu-
cive, as never before, to a favourable turn, pro-
vided the key players make the right moves.
Now that the Centre has set the ball rolling, one
should. expect the Hizbul to open the dialogue
via the Home Secretary and the immediate task
will necessarily have to be the laying down of
ground rules for the ceasefire and settling the
mcdalities of interaction. At the appropriate
stage, the Vajpayee regime would have to come
up with imaginatively calibrated confidence-
building measures and, needless to say, that
while formulating the package and during the
negotiations, it would have to take into confi-
dence the various segments of political opinion,
not to speak of the democratically-elected gov-
ernment in Jammu and Kashmir. /
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‘Bid to isolate foreign mercenaries

Talks offer

fo wean

away J&K

militants
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE k

NEW DELHI, July 29.

Mounting pressure to respond
to the ceasefire offer and the
opportunity to drive a wedge
between ‘home grown’ mili-
tants and foreign mercenaries
the Centre to ask the
Muyja-

offer of talks, but said a formal
reaction would emerge only
after the meeting of its supreme
council ends, reports PT1.)

“The advantages of taking up
the offer are many,”.a senior
home ministry official said.
Since Hizbul was a home-

grown outfit, a formal ceasefire .

might pressure locals working
for other mili-

hidgen to come
oyérground for

The govern-

Army suspends
offensive also

tant groups.
The decision

bought

time for crucial

-ment -is now | SRINAGAR, July 29. — The | groundwork
waiting  for | Army today formally ann- | and

assess-

Intelligence | ounced it was abandoning | ment, top ‘offi-
agencies and | offensive operations against | cials said.

unofficial chan- | the Hizbul Mujahideen.
“In keeping with the direc- | had been advi-

nels to assess

Security forces

the impact the | tion given by the Centre, I |sed 'restraint

move has had | have issued instructions to | even before the -
on other mili- | all field commanders of secu- | Centre took its !

tant outfits and | rity forces in the valley to | decision last
their leadership | suspend operations against | night. Sources
across the bor- | the Hizbul Mujahideen”, Lt | said the forces

der. Gen JR Mukherjee, GOC, 15 | had been going
The growing | Corps, said. — SNS soft on the
impatience of » " Hizbul since
the Hizbul lead- Details on page 10 the beginning
ership and the of the week.

Centre’s belief that an early
response would bring favour-
able public opinion forced the
government to move faster
than it would have liked to.

The drop in the Hizbul’s
attacks after it made the cease-
fire offer may have clinched the
issue in its favour. Senior offi-
cials said the outfit had
stopped violence, and the
recent incidents were the
handiwork of groups opposing
the ceasefire.

(The Hizbul Mujahideen today
welcomed the government’s

By deciding not to attach con- |

ditions — like talks within the

framework of the Constitution

— the Centre reportedly want-
ed to take some heat off Hizbul
Mujahideen, which is already
facing flak from other militant
groups.

The government’s initial joy
at the Hizbul offer was tem-
pered by its need to gauge the
mood of the people, and the
fear that other terrorist outfits
might spoil the party.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

A- part from a day of shouting

nd adjournments on the
Jethmalani issue, the Lok
Sabha witnessed some action
from members on the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly’s
autonomy demand for the
state. The State Reorganisaton
Bills for the creation of
Jharkhand, Uttaranchal and
Chhatisgarh were also finally
introduced.

It was disappointing that Mr
Somnath Chatterjee, veteran
parliamentarian and senior
CPI-M leader, could not rise
above petty politics while
analysing the grave implica-
tions of the autonomy demand.
Dr Farooq Abdullah, Mr
Chatterjee said, was living in a
fool’'s paradise to imagine he
would get autonomy from the
BJP government which had all

SCUSS
A

along stoodfor abrogation of
Article 370 of the Constitution.
That “autonomy” is dear to the
Marxists in West Bengal is a
well known fact and Mr
Chatterjee’s plea for stronger
states had nothing new in it.

It is not known whom Mr
Madhavrao Scindia, the deputy
leader of the Congress
Parliamentary Party in the
Lok Sabha, was trying to
impress. However, his oratorial
skills could not conceal his
scant understanding of the sub-
ject. Nevertheless, he was able
to impress some members both
in the Treasury Benches and in
the Opposition by presenting
the chronology of Jammu and
Kashmir from the day of its
accession to the Sheikh
Abdullah-Indira Gandhi accord
of 1975.

A ralFeees
1V WL

WEEK IN LOK SABHA

A gquestion mark was put on
the autonomy cry by Mr
Chandra Shekhar and Mr PA
Sangma who wondered what
would happen to the country if
every state was granted more
autonomy. Maybe, India would
disintegrate as a nation, It was
a reversal of the political trend
when the two leaders ques-
tioned the justification and
desirability of a federal state.

Mr Sangma questioned the
demand for more autonomy
when J&K already enjoyed spe-
cial status under Article 370 of
the Constitution. Autonomy did
not mean autonomy for the
Kashmir Valley alone. What
about the people of Ladakh and
Jammu who had left in the
wilderness by the Central gov-
ernment now and in the past
while handling the Kashmir

e Rt T I

&K autéﬁbmy pitfalls

issue?.

A special mention must be
made of Mr Vaiko, MDMK
leader, who almost beat his
chest to declare, “I am really
proud to be an Indian citizen”.
He reminded the House how
Tamil Nadu, which had
launched an agitation in the °
1960s for independent state- '
hood, finally abandoned the
idea and is now firmly
entrenched in the Indian
Union. Mr Vaiko, while asking
for more powers for the states,
cautioned against any move to
weaken the country in the
name of autonomy.

It was a poor reflection on the
elected members of the Lok
Sabha, who in their excessive
zeal to oppose the creation of
three new states, used words
like “partition” of the country
while participating in the dis-
cussion one introduction of the
State Reorganisation Bll}



Hizbul threatens”
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to revie
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Centre

ISLAMABAD: The Hizbul
Mujahideen on Sunday threatened
to review its ceasefire if India set
conditions for the proposed talks a
day after the government said that
it was suspending operations
against the Pakistan-based militant
body.

“The beginning of the talks
process will be impossible unless
India categorically announces
unconditional  talks.  Hizbul
Mujahideen will have no other
option but to review its ceasefire
declaration,” Hizbul’s supreme
commander Syed Salahuddin said
in a statement.

The HM, he said, has already
made it clear that .
the Kashmir
issue could be
settled “only
through tripartite §
talks that include
Kashmiris, India

militant groups worldwide

A5
truce if

ets terms

to discuss a strategy for the rapidly
changing scene in the Himalayan
region. “The contacts have started
for a meeting of Kashmiri leaders,”
said a source close to Hizbul
Mujahideen. The ceasefire drew
scathing criticism from other mili-
tant groups operating in the
region.

But some of the other groups
are realising they could face diffi-
culties operating in Kashmir with-
out the help of Hizbul
Mujahidden.

The source close to Hizbul
Mujahidden said the group has
contacted Kashmiri figures in the
United States, Canada and Europe
after getting 1n
touch with
Kashmir’s lead-
ing  separatist
alliance, the All
Parties Hurriyat
Conference

and Pakistan”. It § @ Meeting of Kashmiri leaders (APHC). The
must be noted § planned in UAE APHC has wel-
that  National comed India’s

Security Adviser Brajesh Mishra
had made it clear on Saturday that
tripartite talks were absolutely
ruled out.

A spokesperson of the HM,
Saleem Hashmi, told Associated
Press “we WOI't acCept any condi-
tions which say that talks should be
within the ambit of Indian consti-
tution or without involving
Pakistan.”

He said the Hizbul central com-
mand council, which met here, had
asked India to bring flexibility in
its stand towards Pakistan.

Meanwhile, it is learnt that the
HM has discreetly started contact-
ing other Kashmiri leaders to dis-
cuss their next move, sources said.
They said it was likely that some
Kashmiri political leaders would
meet in the United Arab Eimrates

unconditional invitation to talks as
a positive move towards resolution
of the Kashmir issue.

Meanwhile, a faction of Hizbul
Mujahideen announced it would
not abide by the ceasefire of its top
leadership. The central advisory
council of Pakistan chapter of
Hizbul at its emergency meeting
here vowed to continue Jehad
against India, a statement released
by the chapter said. The meeting
was chaired by its chief
Muhammad Osman Mujahideen.

Farooq meets Adyapi:
backdrop of these lat?:l dg\flelg;
ments  after the Cowofjre
announcement by the HM, Jamm..
and Kashmir chief minister Farooq

“Abduliah met Union home minis-

ter L.K. Advani to discuss the
1SSUE. (Agencies)
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/Autonomy 1s about empowerment of the peMot azadi

~ Six p019ts that make sense

he histrionics that followed
the passing of the autonomy
resolution in the Jammu and
Kashmir legislative assembly
continue to distort the real de-
3 bate. Even while Farooq Abdullah and
\Atal Behari Vajpayee seemed to have fi-
vally made up, or at least cuddled up to
each other for photo opportunities, pub-
lic hostility to the idea of the Jammu
and Kashmir state autonomy commis-
sion report has never been stronger. Au-
tonomy is being viewed as secession, a
march towards azadi, and an idea whose
fulfilment could lead to the balkaniza-
tion and disintegration of India. This is
an absurdity being perpetuated by those
who are either tragically ignorant about
the theory and practice of federalism or
have a vested interest in perpetuating
rubbish.

Autonomy is about empowering peo-
ple, making people feel that they belong,
and about increasing the accountability
of public institutions and services. It is
synonymous with decentralization and
devolution of power, phrases that have
been on the charter of virtually every
political party in India. In Jammu and
Kashmir, autonomy carries tremendous
resonance with the people because pup-
pet leaders from the state colluded with
the central leadership and gradually
eroded the autonomy promised by the
Constitution.

There is no contradiction between
wanting Kashmir to be part of the na-
tional mainstream, and the state’s desire
for autonomous self-governance. Sepa-
ratism grows when people feel discon-
nected from the structures of power and
the process of policy formulation; in
contrast, devolution ensures popular
participation in the running of the poli-
ty. Bluntly put, autonomy is the only
recipe for good governance in the 21st
century. If autonomy weakened states,
the United States would have disinte-
grated many decades ago.

estoration of autonomy in Kash-
Rmir, however, does not require

elaborate reports or reference to
past agreements and accords . They ob-
fuscate rather than clarify the issue of
meaningful self-governance. Autonomy
can be achieved in the state through a
simple six-point plan. One, restore the
nomenclature. The terms sadar-i-rivasat
and wazir-e-azam, which were used,
until 1965, for the governor and the chief
minister, still have important symbolic
value for people of the state. Literally
translated, they stand for head of state
and prime minister. This nomenclature
should be restored. In substance, this
change will neither enlarge nor dimin-
ish the powers of the governor or the

The author is chairperson,
Centre for International Politics,
Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi

AMITABH MATTOO

chief minstdr. Thls willalsonotlead toa
shift in theirprder of precedence.

Two, give the state a role in the selec-
tion of the governor. According to Arti-
cle 155 of the Indian Constitution the
“governor of the state shall be appoint-
ed by the president by warrant under
his hand and seal.” Until 1965, the sadar-

i-riyasat in Kashmir was elected by the
state legislature, but it was clear that he
should be a person acceptable to the Cen-
tre and be appointed by the president.
The governor is widely viewed in
Jammu and Kashmir as an instrument
through which the Centre — and more
often the political party in power — has
furthered its interests in the state.

The office of the governor, in whom
the Constitution vests the executive
power of the state should be above nar-

row partisan politics. The governor

could be elected by the state legislature
and be appointed by the president and,
by virtue of Article 156(1), hold office at
the pleasure of the president. Alterna-
tively, the state government could sub-
mit a panel of names and the president
would appoint as governor the person he
finds most suitable from the panel, and
would hold office at the president’s plea-
sure.

Three, prevent misuse of Article 356.
This article deals with “provisions in
case of the failure of the constitutional
machinery in states”. The misuse of Ar-
ticle 356 is a matter that has caused wide-
spread concern in all the states. The mat-
ter is being considered by the inter-state
council and some agreed modifications
and safeguards might emerge.

While some might argue that it
would pe imprudent and impractical to
exempt Jammu and Kashmir from the
purview of the article altogether (al-
though the state was brought under its
purview only in 1964), it is still possible
to modify it significantly, to prevent its
misuse, without compromising on mea-

‘ Even while Vajpayee
and Abdullah seemed to
have made up, public
hostility to the idea of J&K
autonomy has never been

stronger ,

sures that might be needed to deal with
real emergencies. In case of a constitu-
tional breakdown, provisions should be
made for holding elections within a max-
imum of three months, and for the ap-
pointment of an eminent persons group
from within the state to review the situa-
tion in case elections cannot be held
within three months because of vio-
lence or other disturbances. The verdict
of the group should be final.

Four, give state services more author-
ity and increase the quota in the all India
services. Part XIV of the Constitution,
which deals with the services, did not
apply initially to Jammu and Kashmir.
But the provisions of Article 312, relat-
ing to the all India services were extend-
ed in 1958. Under the scheme, entries
into the Indian administrative service

and the Indian police service are both by
direct examination and selection of pro-
motees from the state civil servicB by the
Union public service commission. In
most states the state quota has been
around 33 per cent, but in the case of
Jammu and Kashmir this has been 50
per cent. The bulk of direct recruits to
the Indian administrative service, Indi-
an police service, Indian forest service is
from just about 25 colleges and universi-
ties in India.

here is reason to expect that, as
elsewhere, with improvements in

the quality of education in Kash-
mir, the number of direct recruits from
the state will increase in the years
ahead. Even otherwise, that the Jammu
and Kashmir selection quota (from with-
in the state services) increased for a peri-
od of 20 years to 75 per cent, given the
disruption that the educational system
in the state has faced over the last
decade. The Kashmir administrative
service and the Kashmir police service
have suffered severe neglect and mar-
ginalization over the last decade. Part of
the problem to has to do with training
but it is crucial that KAS and KPS offi-
cers are given promotions and positions
of authority and have a career track
similar to IAS and IPS officers.

Fifth, appoint a regional election
commissioner for the state. The impar-,
tiality of the Election Commission has
come to be gradually respected, despite
certain past electoral aberrations, par-
ticularly in Kashmir. However, it would
be prudent if a regional election com-
missioner is appointed for the state, as
provided for in Article 32 (4) of the Indi-
an Constitution, to assist the EC in con-
duct of elections in the state. This ap-
pointment should be made on the recom-
mendations of the state government be-
fore each election.

Six, provide guarantees for the fu-
ture. Many people genuinely feel that
even if a package of autonemy is worked
out, a future central government may; in
collusion with the state’s political lead-
ers, renege on an agreement that ismade
today. This is based on the past experi-
ence of the state’s relationship with the
Centre. It is essential, therefore, that spe-
cial constitutional guarantees are intro- -
duced to ensure that the state’s autono-
my is not eroded. It may be necessary, for
instance, to introduce a provision in the
Constitution which would provide for a
referendum in the state, before any
major amendment that Wwould affect
the state’s ties with the Unlon becomes a
law. 0

his package of autonomy must, of
I course, be followed by devolution
of power within the state: from
Srinagar to Jammu and Leh and eventu-
ally to the panchayats. As the nation
marks the 25th anniversary’f Emer-
gency, let us at least not forget the follies
of over-centralization of power.



\Mission Kashmlrw

ANYONE WHO has followed the course of Pakistan’s proxy
war in Kashmir will find nothing unexceptional in the outbreak
of violenke on the day New Delhi’s offer of cease-fire during
the month of Ramzan came into effect. It had been customary
even wheh the Indo-Pak talks were held for Islamabad to
/Adulge in more intensive shelling across the border. At the
i

fime of Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s Lahore visit, too, there were
[ incidents of violence in the Valley. Indian officials have long
suspected that these were not coincidences but carefully
planned attempts at sabotaging any peace initiative. The reason .
is also no secret. Whether it was Benazir Bhutto’s shrill ‘azadi,
azadi, azadi’ call or General Musharraf’s Kargil misadventure,
Pakistan’s foreign policy has always revolved round the idea of
annexing Kashmir. If anything, Islamabad’s intentions have
acquired greater urgency since the Bangladesh war for it wants
to do to India what it believes India did to Pakistan in 197%.

Since the Hizbul Mujahideen is Pakistan’s creation, it can
only be expected to obey its masters” dictates through acts of
terrorism, thereby signalling its virtual rejection of the cease-
fire offer. In effect, this refusal to give peace a chance is in line
with the Hizbul’s earlier hasty withdrawal of its own cease-fire
proposal. The basis of this obdurate attitude is the realisation,
both in Islamabad and among the terrorist groups trained and
“armed by it, that a prolonged cessation of hostilities will seri-

ously undermine their project of keeping Kashmir on the boil.

Their fear is perhaps all the greater now because Pakistan
. appears to have realised that despite all its denials, its close
. involvement in the trouble in Kashmir is recognised by the
international community.

The second reason why Pakistan and the terrorists are scared
of peace is the palpable desire for an end of the insurgency
among the ordinary people. This craving for a return to nor-
mality is the reason why the local Hizbul leaders are often more
responsive to the peace overtures than those operating from
Islamabad. What is also significant in this context is that India’s
unilateral gesture has demonstrated its willingness to go the
extra mile for the sake of peace whereas Pakistan’s and the ter:
rorists’ continued reliance on violence has exposed their intran-
i inAtark terms. Despite provocations, therefore, Indi//

only stafds to gain by its present policy under which it will o
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7 wJ&K fiing: 7 policerien suspended

By Shujaat Bukhan

SRINAGAR, OCT 31. The ]ammu a d
Kashmir Government has accep
ed the Justice S R Pandian com-
mission report on the Brakpora
police firing on April 3 and also
the report of the probe into the
firing at Amarnath pilgrims on
August 1. While seven police and
CRPF personnel have been found
involved in the Brakpora mas-
sacre, excessive firing by the
CRPF personnel at Pahalgam is
the highlight of the probe, con-
ducted by Lt. Gen. J.R. Mukherjee,
GOC 13 Corps.

The Government has ordered
suspension of all the police per-
sonnel including an SP and two
Dy.SPs. The Chattisinghpora
massacre and the killing of five ci-
vilians in the Pathribal *‘encoun-
ter” would also be probed by Mr.
Justice Pandian as these were
linked with the Brakpora incident.

Releasing the reports at a news
conference here today, the Chief

Mlmster, Dr. Farcoq Abdullah,
said: “we have accepted the re-
port in toto as well as the recom-
mendations that have been made
by Mr. Justice Pandian.” Three of-
ficials of the Special Operations
Group of the State Police and four
CRPF personnel were found re-
sponsible for the firing at the
procession near Brakpora on
April 3 this year.

Around 2000 persons were
marching towards the office of
Deputy Commissioner in Anant-
nag demanding an inquiry into
the killing of five civilians at Path-
ribal when police opened fire.
Nine persons were killed and sev-
eral injured. The Government had
ordered a probe the same day, re-
jecting the police claim that the
militants had first opened fire at
security personnel.

“We are going to register an FIR
and a team of investigators will be
constituted which will prove the
case in the court,” Dr. Abdullah

THE HINDU
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said. The Government would also
take into account the suggestions
made by Mr. Justice Pandian in
order to prevent such incidents in
future. The commission has also
recomimended an ex-gratia of Rs 2
lakhs each to the kin of the de-
ceased and the injured.

However, he said then SSP
Anantnag who along with the
SHO, Achabal was suspended and
now found not guilty, would not
be reinstated though the commis-
sion has asked the Government to
do so. “The SSP will not be rein-
stated until the fresh enquiry is
completed as he was the SSP at
the time of these two incidents as
well.” The Government has not
yet received the DNA tests con-
ducted on the bodies exhumed in
Pathribal. On the Amarnath
probe, Dr. Abdullah said it proved
that excess firing by the CRPF per-
sonnel had caused the deaths. An
FIR under section 302 had been
registered against them. The re-

port was being sent to the Union
Home Ministry for appropriate
action. Four State Government

officials have been placed under |

suspension as recommended by
the committee. A high-level com-
mittee, headed by the Chief Sec-
retary, would ensure foolproof
arrangements for the “yatra” in
advance.

Two militants had opened fire
at the Amarnath pilgrims in Pa-
halgam on August 1 which was
followed by indiscriminate firing
resulting in the death of over 35
persons inctuding 30 pilgrims.

Dr. Abdullah said trifurcation
was not a solution to any problem
and it would result in disintegra-
tion of the country. With a degree
of autonomy on both sides of
Kashmir, the only solution to the
problem was that “this part is In-
dia and that part is Pakistan.”
“There should be more autonomy

here and tremendoyssautonomy
there”, he saidi



Lone gets
passport to
attend son’s

Weddin% "
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE/ , np

g )\x{ |
NEW DELHI, Nov. 14. = It’s
official now. The external ||
affairs ministry has issued a
passport to Mr Abdul Gani
Lone so that he may attend his
son’s wedding in Pakistan on
19 November.
© The Hurriyat leader’s sonm,
t Sajjad, will tie the knot with
Asma, daughter of the Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Front
chairman, Mr Amanullah

Khan. g{,\m
A spokesman for2he ministry
of external affairs said |

issuance of passport is not
related to the larger issues |

between the two countries. \

The Hurriyat spokesman, Mr
Abdul Banday, said Mr Lone
received his passport today
after he

iehid’s daughter. The pass-

port is country-specific and

will remain valid .for thr

i months. \

' The NHRC had 1\.; it tices
to the home and ‘external
affairs ministries, askihg them
to respond to Mr Lone’s appli-
cation by 16 November, indicat-
ing its decision in the matter.

This is the second time Mr
Lone sought the NHRC's
intervention in getting a pass-
port. The first time he had
applied for a passport to travel
to the USA for a bypass
surgery.

Hurriyat leaders, Mr Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq and Mr Moulvi
Abbas Ansari, are also expect-
ed to attend the wedding. Both
have passports and are at pre-

“sent attending the Organisa-

_tien of Islam Conference meet. )
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0IC wants special .

~envoy on J&K = |

K By Kesava Menon

MANAMA, NOV. 14. The Organisa-
tion of Islamic Conference, which
concluded its summit in Doha to-
day, asked its Secretary-General,
Mr. Azzedine Laraki, to appoint a
special representative on the
Kashmir dispute and to send a
fact-finding mission.

In its final communique, the
OIC also expressed its concern
over what was described as “the
massacres of civilians and materi-
al losses caused by heavy Indian
bombing across the Line of Con-
trol” and urged the international
community, including the United
Nations, to mediate in the conflict
“which now threatens to lead to a
nuclear confrontation”.

In the five paragraph reference
to the Kashmir issue, the OIC ex-
pressed support for the initiative
taken by Pakistan to resume ne-
gotiations with India to resolve all

questions Sat or origin of contflict, i m
particular the essentjgl Kash
question”.

Reaffirming its suppdrt for the
right of the people of Kgshmir to
self-determination, it condemned
the violation of their| human
rights. It called on membgr states
to take ‘“all necessary measures to
convince India to put an immedi-
ate end to the violations and to
enable the Kashmir people to ex-
ercise their inalienable right to
self-determination in accordance
with U.N. resolutions”.

The Conference adopted the
recommendations made by the
OIC Contact Group on Jammu
and Kashmir, which held a meet-
ing at the Ministerial level on the
sidelines of the summit. It also
took cognisance of the memoran-
dum, submitted by the “true rep-
resentatives of the people of
Kashmir”, to the Contact Group.

Musharraf call: Page 14
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'KASHMIR PROBES
4 §\Faroog Abdullah shows the way

F 0Q Abdullah has not received his share of credit for
t action on reports of the Justice Pandian and Lt
ukherjee enquiry commissions. The judge and the
general Investigated, respectively, the bloody fallouts of
Chattisinghpora and Pahalgam. The 20 March massacre of
35 Sikhs in Shattisinghpora was followed by claims that “for-
eign mercenaries” responsible had been killed in an encoun-
ter. That claim, however, was disputed by local people whose
protests included a 2,000-strong march in Barakpora.
Security forces had fired on that demonstration, and Justice
Pandian’s enquiry has found that police action in that April
incident was far in excess of reasonable response. The same
finding has been reached by General Mukherjee’s report on
the Pahalgam tragedy, the culprit this time being CRPF per-
sonnel, whose retaliatory fire was found to be excessive and
therefore contributory to the tragedy. Confronted with these
' two indictments of men in uniform, Dr Abdullah could well
have stalled or even sought to bury the findings. He has,
instead, taken quick and firm action and, therefore, restored
a measure of public confidence in a state that sorely needs it.
The Pahalgam tragedy report is now with the Centre, which
has to decide on the course of action against CRPF personnel.
The home ministry should follow Dr Abdullah’s lead and act
quickly, more so since the home minister himself had publicly
commented on the shocking nature of the Pahalgam tragedy.
The broader lesson would be that governments, Union and
in the states, need to recognise the need for timely and fair
responses to allegations of depredations by security forces.
This is especially true of terrorist-afflicted regions where,
typically, the level of mistrust between the administration
and the people is far higher than the norm. Enquiry reports
such as those by Justice Pandian and General Mukherjee and
follow up action send the message that police or the paramil-
itary cannot make insurgency a blanket excuse for excesses.
Security personnel in Kashmir will be a little less cavalier
and the people, a little less sceptical of official intentions. If
this is backed up by an inquiry into the Chattisinghpora mas-
sacre itself, the credibility of official efforts in Kashmir will
increase substantially.

Even better would be a more open attitude on the part of
the Union and the J&K government to reports on abuse of
human rights by security forces. The argument that security
personnel work in conditions of often extreme provocation is
well understood. But equally important is the fact that the
onus of good behaviour is on the official side, not on terrorists.
Official India has been insensitive on this score, often equat-
ing concern about human rights to sympathy for the terror-
ists’ cause. The result has been a massive erosion of public
confidence in the administration. A few well publicised and
punitive actions towards erring security personnel will be a
big Mirst step in any corrective action. Surely, if Farooq

ullah can do it, so can LK Advani. \/
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" LASHKAR SQUAD STRIKES AT ARMY CAMP

3 jawans, 2 Pak. ultras
killed in shootout ¢

By Shujaat Bukhari ) \

SRINAGAR, NOV. 5. Two Pakistani militants, believed to
be members of the Fidayeen (suicide squad) of the
Lashkar-e-Taiba were killed within minutes of their
storming an army camp at Magam in Handwara and
shooting dead three jawans early this morning. Four
jawans were injured in the shootout. (A PTI report
said four soldiers were killed in the battle.)

The Lashkar militants barged into the army camp
of 24 Rashtriya Rifles at 4 a.m., lobbing a grenade on
the security picket. This was followed by indiscrimi-
nate firing, leading to the death of a junior commis-
sioned officer and two jawans. Security forces,
however, prevented their entry within the barrack
and both the militants — identified as Abu Abdul
Rahim and Abu Tulha Siyani — were killed in retal-
iatory firing. .

Meanwhile the fierce encounter continued at Bat-
pora in Budgam district 72 hours after it started. Brig
Baldev Singh, commanding officer, 12 sector Rash-
triya Riffles, briefing mediapersons, said the bodies
of four militants had been recovered.

Brig Singh, who had a miraculous escape when
militants fired at him during a visit to the site said
three soldiers and two civilians also lost their lives.

Giving details here, Brig Singh said that on No-
vember 2, the troops received information that four
or five militants were hiding in the house of one Ali
Mohammad Wani. “We immediately cordoned off
the house. During a search, militants fired at the
troops. In the retaliatory fire two militants were
killed on the first day. Later the militants shifted
their position and the encounter prolonged. In the
gun battle three of our men also got killed.”

Brig Singh said the intelligence inputs were inade-
quate and that was why the army suffered some
casualties. “‘Had there been accurate information
about the number of militants present, we could
have ended this operation within hours and min-
imised the casualties,” he said.

The commanding officer did not rule out the pos-
sibility of some militants having escaped. “We are
sure that the number of militants present in the area
was 10. We have killed four and are expecting to
recover two more bhodies.”

Elsewhere in Jammu and Kashmir, three persons
including two militants were killed in the last 24
hours.

At Kandi Kupwara, Abdur Rashid Lone of Terath
Kandi and Safi Khan of Pakistan were killed in an
encounter with the troops of 10 Madras. Two AK-47

rifles and some ammunition were recover¢d from
their possession.

Reports from Sopore said ultras gunned down a
surrendered militant — Mohammad Ramzan, son of
Abdul Razak, at Rebon village. At Machil in Kupwara
district, jawans of 7 Para allegedly barged into the
house of one Abdul Ahad Wani and resorted to in-
discriminate firing, He is battling for life in hospital.
A police spokesman, however, said Wani was injured
in a militant attack. ? /

Divisions among separatists _

PTI reports: ‘KM
Friday’s killing of the Shia leader, Agha Syed Meh-

di, has apparently created divisions among separa-

tist organisations in Kashmir with the All-Party

Husriyat Conference condoling the death and two

other groups lashing out at the APHC for its reaction.

A Hurriyat spokesman said in a statement that
mischievous elements used such situations to exe-
cute conspiracies and wreck the public harmony,
but the people “shall give a fitting reply by maintain-
ing amity.”

On the contrary, Syeda Asiya Andrabi, president of |
the Dukhtaran-e-Millat (Daughters of the Nation), |
alleged that the APHC expressing grief clearly in-
dicated that the Hurriyat had a close rapport with
pro-Indian elements.

A spokesman of the pro-Pakistan Jamiat-ul-Muja-
hideen said militants only killed the anti-movement
elements without considering whether they were
Shia or Sunni.

Curfew continues

In the capital’s curfew-bound Saidakadal area, po-
lice fired several rounds in the air and burst teargas
shells to disperse a group of agitated Shia youth,
who went on the rampage early this morning. The
youth, protesting the killing of Agha Syed Mehdi on
Friday, smashed windowpanes of several houses,

Immediately, Sunni Muslims came out of their
houses and retaliated leading to a brick-battle. How-
ever, police immediately intervened and fired sever-
al warning shots after repeated lathicharge and
teargas shelling proved ineffective, the sources said.
However, none was hurt in the incident.

The curfew imposed on parts of Shia-dominated
areas of Srinagar including Zadibal, Rainawari, Na-
geen, Habbak, Alamgari Bazar and Saidakadal on

Friday night continued as a precautionary measuy%
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By\ Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, NOV. 4. Thousands of
followers bade a tearful adieu to
the politician and Shia clergy-
man, Agha Syed Mehdi, at Bud-
gam today, amid incidents of
violence, arson and police firing
reported in Shia-dominated lo-
calities. Mehdi, along with five
others, was killed when suspected
militants detonated a landmine in
a Budgam village yesterday.

Authorities imposed curfew in
select localities falling under five
police stations in Srinagar and
some places in the countryside as
mobs set alight over a dozen
houses and killed a young man
late last night. While small dem-
onstrations were reported from
various places within and outside
the city, a gathering of over 35,000
followers attended the burial this
afternoon.

Some of the mourners resorted
to arson and damaged Govern-
ment offices in Budgam district.
Police fired several rounds in the
air to control them. The SSP, who
was in the police station, was at-
tacked and the police had to fire
in the air.

Police and para-military forces
have been deployed in full
strength to prevent escalation of
violence.

In certain old city areas of Sri-
nagar, the mourners threw bricks
and even set afire some houses
belonging to the majority com-
munity. Besides raising anti-Pa-
kistan slogans, they shouted

clergyman’s

« Violence mars Shia /
funeral

\ @,(’) 8

The coffin of Syed Agha Mehdi, Shia leader killed in a fandmine
blast yesterday, being taken for burial in Budgam district of
central Kashmir on Saturday. — Photo; Nissar Ahmad

Qatilon Ko Pesh Karo (Present the
killers). Police fired in the air to
quell the violent mobs.

Last evening, at Hartrath village
on the Srinagar- Baramulla high-
way, a mob lynched 20-year-old
Meraj-ud-Din. He was buried in
the forenoon today after the po-
lice fired scores of rounds in the
air. Within minutes of the burial,
curfew was imposed on the entire
belt. In the same locality, mobs
set alight half a dozen residential
structures. There were reports of
arson from some remote Bandi-
pore areas.

Neither the Chief Minister, nor
Agha’s cousin, Agha Syed Meh-
mood, a Minister in the Farooq
Abdullah Government, was seen
at the funeral prayers. All APHC
leaders were present. Earlier, led

/

by its Chairman Prof Abdul Gani
Bhat, the APHC executive met in
the morning and condemned the
killing. The Congress leaders, Mr.
Gulam Nabi Azad and Mr. Ahmed
Patel, visited the bereaved family.

Agha Mehdi, who belongs to
the influential Agha family of
Budgam, was a long-time Con-
gress leader.

Sonia expresses anguish

PTI reports from Dethi:

The Congress president, Mrs. .
Sonia Gandhi, today expressed |
deep anguish at the killing of top
Shia leader Aga Syed Mehdi.

In a condolence message, Mrs.
Ganpdhi said the Congress appre-
cidted the dedicated work do
by Aga for the uplift of the
of Jammu and Kashmir,
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Keeping Pak pleased, Hurfiyat
wants direct tal

ks'with Centre

TARIQ BHAT cb,\/j %\‘" ecutive coundil to first get the pro- ~ Iran. Umar Faroog, Abdul Gani  “bless the proposal and help break
" SRINAGAR, NOV 8 o posalvetted by their respectiveex-  Lone, Yasin Malik, Abdul Gani  theice.” )

—  ecutive bodiés — the Majlise- BhatarecampinginNewDelhi. ~ Theleaderswill assure the Pak-

FOR the first time after the  Shouras. It is learnt that most of While Lone is trying toget per-  istanis that the question of they be-
Hizbul initiative collapsed, efforts  the 70members, teneachfromthe  mission to attend his son, Sajad  ing sidlelined does not arise and
are on within the Hurriyat Confer- ~ seven executive parties, spoke in  Lone’s marriage with Asma Khan, the move was only a tactical one,
ence to go in for direct talks with ~ favour of a dialogue with the Cen-  daughter of the JKLF (A) chair- sourcessaid. .
New Dethi. And to ensure that the : ' Meanwhile, the JKLF has
talks don’t end before they begin, planned to hold a convention in
Hurriyat leaders are considering - Jammu, Rajouri, Poonch and
the possibility of getting Pakistan Dodathisweek. or
to agree tostay away, atleast in the The party, sources said, has
initial stages. plans to receive its Chairman,

But to take the Pakistanis into ® Muhammad Yasin Malik, at the, |-
confidence and win their approval  tre. But the consensus was that man, Amanullah Khan in Pak- Jammu airport who is coming
for this stand, the top brass has  Pakistan needs to be informed of  istan, Umarisplanningtotravelto = from New Delhi. Javid Mir, the
reached the capital to meet the the decision and should be to  Qatarfor ameetingofthe Organi-  party vice-chairman led a delega~
Pakistan High Commission. taken into confidence before any  sation of Islamic Conference. tion for Jammu. o

The decision to hold direct suchmove takesoff. _ Sources said the leadership will The convention is aimed at
talks, sources said, was one of the Except for Syed Ali Shah Gee-  brief the Pakistani High Commis-  mobilising public opinion in these
highlights of the three-day special - lani, the entiretopbrassofthecon-  sioner on what happened in the areas and. also -demonstrate
session from October 23 Hurriyat ~ glomerate is outof station. Moulvi  special session. ) against the parties who, of late,
chief Abdul Gani Bhat, sources  Abass Ansari, the only Shia leader ‘The Hurriyat leaders will re-  have demanded the trifurcationof |
said, asked hiscolleaguesintheex-  in the secessionist coalition, isin  portedly ask the Pakistanis to thestateon communal hV ‘

. » - ” : AN - T p ,‘ /
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NC, ANC for tripartite talks on J&K

By Shujaat Bukhari ) >$

SRINAGAR, NOV. 11. In a significant
development the ruling National
Conference and the Awami Na-
tional Conference (ANC) headed
by the former Chief Minister, Mr
Ghulam Mohammad Shah, today
favoured a tripartite dialogue on
Kashmir saying Pakistan was an
important party to it.

In separate meetings both the
parties urged the Centre to start
negotiations with Pakistan in
which the people of Kashmir shall
also have a right to participate.

Mr. Sheikh Nazir Ahmed, gen-
eral secretary, NC, said, ‘‘Pakistan
is the most important party to the
settlement of Kashmir issue. India
should try to start negotiations
with Pakistan without wasting
time so that complete peace is re-
stored in South Asia,” a statement
from the party headquarters said
quoting Mr. Nazir, who addressed
workers of Baramulla district to-
day.

“The people of the State are re-
al and have a right to settle the
issue,” he said adding ‘‘the peo-
ple of Kashmir want to live like
the crown of India and not
slaves.” Mr. Nazir said no one
could rule “us as supreme power
and India should fulfill her prom-
ises given to us in the past.” He
also lamented that the annual
plan for J&K was yet to be final-
ised.

Addressing a public meeting
organised by the ANC here, Mr.
Shah criticised the Centre for

19 - \0

MASKED SUPPORT: Some women supporters of the Awami National Conference shy away from
being photographed at a rally in Srinagar on Saturday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

adopting a rigid attitude on the
inclusion of Pakistan into a mea-
ningful dialogue. He said both Mr.
Vajpayee and the Pakistan chief
executive, Gen. Parvez Musharraf,
were ‘enemies of Kashmiris’.
When towering personalities like
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, Lal Bahadur
Shastri and Indira Gandhi could
talk to Pakistan why not Mr. Vaj-
payee, he asked. “When an atmo-
sphere of dialogue is set in
motion guns will automatically
fall silent,” he said.

Appreciating the Hizb-ul Muja-
hideen for announcing a cease-
fire, the former Chief Minister

said “but due to the rigid and bu-
reaucratic attitude of the Govern-
ment that opportunity was lost.”

Mr. Shah who recently wrote to
political parties asking them to
join hands to find an amicable so-
lution to Kashmir problem, said
the response was satisfactory.
“Besides 33 trade unions, 11 po-
litical parties including the JKLF
(Aman) and some individuals re-
sponded to my suggestions and
now we are working on a conven-
tion in which further discussion
will take place,” he said. Howev-
er, the separatist conglomerate
All-Party Hurriyat Conference

THE HINDU
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(APHC) or the Democratic Free-
dom Party chief, Mr. Shabir Shah,
have not responded to his letters.

The ANC chief said his party
would soon start ‘peace march’ to
inform the people about the im-
portance of resolving the issue.
He coined a new slogan for his
partymen, Seh Fareeqgi Batcheet
Karo, Masala Kashmir Hal Karo
(Hold tripartite talks to resolve
Kashmir issue).

The meeting passed a 14-point
resolution unanimously urging
the Centre to initiate a tripartite

dialogue to e the Kashmir is-
sue. /s i
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TSa plcture-perfec ermitage.
Perched atop a low hill dwarfed
by massive barren mountains
enclosing a valley 14,000 feet
above sea level in the remote fast-
ness of the Himalayas, y 14,000 ft
above sea level, the Rlngdom
Buddhist monastery is serenity
itself. But the 20-odd maroon-robed
monks in this isle of peace amid
troubled Jammu and Kashmir find
it difficult these days to meditate.
Late last July, three of their col-
leagues and a German tourist were
killed by Islamic insurgents and the
lamas have since lived in fear.

“There isn’t a soyl for miles around
and we are scared. It was 8.30 pm
on that fateful occasion when a
truck approached our gompa
(monastery) from Zanskar, on its
way to Kargil,” recalled the bespec-
tacled 50-year-old Chireng Tendup.
“Four of us rushed down to t]
to check out.”

Kargil district police chié
Javaid Gillani explained, “The
monks usually block the road after
dark to prevent trucks from ship-
ping out dung from Zanskar, used
as heating fuel and precious in the
cold, barren mountains. Finding the
road closed, three men got off the
truck, and following an altercation
with the four lamas, took out their
guns and, according to Tendup,
ordered them to line up near the

‘gate, then began firing.” Three dJed

but a young lama escaped by hi
under a bridge.
The incident touched off parano :
this was the first time Kashmiki
insurgents had infiltrated - thi
peaceful Ladakh region an
launched a campaign of terror. East
of strife-torn Kashmir valley, the
barren, mountainous Ladakh
region (see map), comprising the
districts of Kargil (predominantly
Shia Muslim) and Leh (predomi-
nantly Buddhist), had so far been
unaffected by the bloody 12-year

secessionist insurgency that has
{wracked the Sunni-Muslim Vale of

Kashmir and also affected Hindu-
majority Jam-mu region. Would
Ladakh too go the same way?

“The three terrorists, according to
our investigation, were from the
Lashkar-e-Toiba (a Pakistan-based
secessionist outfit) and had trekked
across the Himalayas from moun-

- tainous Doda in Jammu region to

Kargil district,” said Gillani. “Led by

- the Lashkar’s Doda district com-

mander, a short-tempered trigger-
happy Pakistani national called
Hafiz, the three were guided by
some Bakarwals (herdsmen) who
bring flocks of sheep every summer
to Kargil for grazing. One Bakarwal
they stayed with told us the mili-
tants wanted to take some foreign
trekkers hostage. They were also
possibly exploring the area as a safe
hideout. They couldn’t find any for-
eign trekker, and ended up com-
mandeering a truck that happened
to be giving a lift to-the German
tourist. After gunning down the
monks at Ringdom, they abandoned
the truck some miles away and
decided to trek again. When the

German pleaded he could not walk
any more, Hafiz shot him dead.”

If the incident shocked the nation,
it was grist for the mill of the Ladaki
separatists seeking the region’s’
detachment from Jammu and
Kashmir. “We will be the next tar-

. get after the Pundits (Kashmiri

Hindus, most of whom fled the
Kashmir valley in 1990),” said
Tsering Samphel, president of the

exoad
(g

If Farooq Abdullah’s
autonomy package
for Jammu and
Kashmir has raised
hackles in New Delhi,
a recent incident in
Ladakh has added
fuel to the fire.
PARTHA S BANERJEE
reports

Farooq Abdullah: odd man out?

Ladakh Buddhist Association which
is seeking a federally-administered
union territory status for the region.
“The first aim of the militants is
Islamisation. They want to force
other communities out of the state.
In Ladakh, they want to drive out
the Buddhists, many of whom live
in isolated villages where a scare
can lead to migration. The four
Buddhist families living in Jolde,
the village nearest Ringdom
monastery, would have fled after
the July incident had we not reas-
sured them and spoken to the police
for security.”

Rigzin Jora, an articulate local
Congress leader, reasoned, “It’s
time someone in Delhi calls a spade
a spade. To solve the Kashmir prob-
lem, India has to grant autonomy to
Kashmir. That’s what was promised
when the state acceded to India. So
give Kashmir autonemy, but leave
out Jammu and Ladakh. Ladakh
wants to be a union territory,

Jammu probably a state in its own

I'igh .”

Jora’s trifurcation of Jammu and
Kashmir is one of several plans
being considered as a possible solu-
tion to the Kashmir dispute. For the
first time since Pakistan-backed
militant secessionism overtook pic-
turesque Kashmir Valley in 1989,
there is serious talk, at least in New
Delhi, of resolving the intractable
issue which divides India and
Pakistan, both now nuclear powers.

Last April, soon after President Bill
Clinton’s visit to the Indian subcon-
tinent, New Delhi released several
leaders of the Hurriyat Conference,

. an umbrella organisation of over-

ground separatist Kashmiri politi-

What road to seﬂlemeni"
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cal parties, and proposed a dialogue.
Some secret negotiations probably
followed but these were overshad-
owed by the unilateral ceasefire

that the Hizbul Mujahideen,
Kashmir’s largest militia, declared
in July. Indian officials met Hizbul
representatives in a much publi-
cised preliminary round on 3
August 3 negotiations broke down
when the Hizbul chief in Pakistan,

Syed Salahuddin, was asked by
Islam-abad to impose a new condi-
tion: the inclusion of Pakistan in the
negotiations, which India pre-
dictably refused to entertain.

But what if the talks had contin-
ued? What if they resume, as many
people predict? What kind of solu-
tion could be hammered out? What
really are the options?

One option New Delhi could be con-
sidering is to recognise the Line of
Control that divides the India- and
Pakistan-ruled parts of Jammu and
Kashmir as the official boundary
between the two countries, and
grant more autonomy to Indian
Kashmir, or at least to the Valley,
and ask Islamabad to allow a simi-

lar degree of self-rule to its part of

the state. The Line of Control is
where invading Pakistani irregu-
lars were stopped by Indian troops
flown into Kashmir in October 1947
as soon as the Maharajah of then
independent Jammu and Kashmir
merged his state with the Indian
Union.

The controversial merger was sup-
posed to be referred to the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, largely
Muslim, but the plebiscite, despite
being mandated by the United
Nations, was never held and it is
this that is at the root of the
Kashmir dispute. Kashmiris claim
they were denied. their right to self-
determination, and in the early
years of the Pakistan-backed mili-
tant uprising, then led by the
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front, most insurgents sought
azadi (independence). But by 1991,
the JKLF had been usurped by the
Islamist Hizbul Mujahideen which
called for Kashmir's merger with
Pakistan. ,

The Hizbul has today surely
climbed down from that stand or
otherwise, as Jammu and Kashmir

chief minister Farooq Abdullah
said, even the first round of talks
with India would not have taken
place because India could not con-
sider such a proposal. Instead, the
Hizbul and some of the other seces-
sionist groups, including the over-
ground Hurriyat Conference, could
now be looking at a proposal to cre-
ate a sovereign Kashmiri entity that
would not have an international
personality, or, as Fazal Haq Qur-
eshi, the intermediary in last
August’s Hizbul-India talks put it,
sovereignty without independence.
Independence, Qureshi added, was
a dream but it was unrealistic. It
meant taking on the might of two
nations, India and Pakistan.

The concept of sovereignty without
independence was conceived by the
Kashmir Study Group headed by
businessman Farooq Kathwari who
lives in the USA and is described as
the world’s richest Kashmiri.
Having close links with the US
establishment, he reportedly tried
to reason with the militias and
Pakistan that even after being
backed by 15 Islamic countries,
Palestine could not achieve total
independence, so how could Kash-
mir. The KSG proposal essentially
calls for reconstituting the Muslim
areas of Jammu and Kashmir to
form the sovereign-but-not-indepen-
dent Kashmiri entity (or entities).

Based on a plan formulated 50 '

years ago by Sir Owen Dickson, an
Australian jurist deputed by the UN
in 1950 to facilitate the proposed
plebiscite, the KSG  prescription,
published a year ago, envisages
three possible configurations for the
proposed entity (or entities). First,
an entity on either side of the Line
of Control, each with its own gov-
ernment, constitution and special
relationship with India and/or
Pakistan. Second, a single entity
straddling the LoC with its own gov-
ernment, constitution and special
relatlonshlp with both India and
Pakistan. And third, one entity on
only the Indian side of the LoC. The
LoC itself, the KSG suggests, could
be rationalised — that is, redrawn
at places on cultural, economlc and
other considerations.

The KSG plan has drawn ﬂak from

India for seeking to reconstitute the

. Leh district

Leh

Reglon/

state on clearly religious lines. The
Kashmiri entity it wants to create,
say critics, carves areas out of pre-
dominantly-Hindu Jammu region
that have large Muslim popula-
tions, like Doda district. “What the
plan essentially says is that
Muslims and Hindus cannot live
together,” remarked chief minister
Farooq Abdullah. Balraj Puri, a
Jammu-based former politician and
a veteran commentator, added, “I
take exception to the proposal to
reconstitute the state. Once you
accept Jammu’s division, you are
going to end up with the minorities
on each side fleeing to the other side
as happened when British India
was divided into India and Pakistan
in 1947. We cannot afford another
round of migrations and mas-
sacres.”

Countering the KSG contention
that the areas included in the pro-
posed entitity/entities aren’t just
Muslim-predominant but are
imbued with Kashmiriyat (the cul-
tural ethos of Kashmir), Rekha
Chowdhary, a political science pro-
fessor at the University of Jammu,
argued that the Doda Muslims had
never been close to the Kashmiris in
the Valley. There there was little
Kashmiriyat in Doda or neighbour-
ing Udhampur, or indeed Kargil in
Ladakh, she added.

For that matter, another analyst
said there was no Kashmiriyat in
the Pakistan-ruled part of Jammu
and Kashmir where virtually
nobody spoke the Kashmiri lan-
guage, and it made little sense to
carve out a Kashmiriyat-imbued
entity there.

Most Indian analysts and policy
makers, like Puri and Chowdhary,
abhor the idea of Jammu and
Kashmir’s break-up into states and
union territories. But in Jammu
and Kashmir itself, outside
Kashmir Valley, there is a growing
demand for slicing up the multi-eth-
nic state. Apart from Ladakh, a
movement for separation is also
brewing in Jammu with support
from Hindu nationalist groups like
the RSS (National Volunteer Force).
That seems to have provoked the
Jammu region Muslims, who say
that if Jammu secedes from the
state their area (Doda and neigh-




What road to seﬂlgmeni?

If Farooq Abdullah’s
autonomy package
for Jammu and
Kashmir has raised
hackles in New Delhi,
a recent incident in
Ladakh has added
fuel to the fire.

, PARTHA S BANERJEE
reports

Farooq Abdullah: odd man out?

Ladakh Buddhist Association which
is seeking a federally-administered
union territory status for the region.
“The first aim of the militants is
Islamisation. They want to force
other communities out of the state.
In Ladakh, they want to drive out
the Buddhists, many of whom live
in isolated villages where a scare
can lead to migration. The four
Buddhist families living in Jolde,
the village nearest Ringdom
monastery, would have fled after
the July incident had we not reas-
sured them and spoken to the police
for security.”

Rigzin Jora, an articulate local
Congress leader, reasoned, “It’s
time someone in Delhi calls a spade
a spade. To solve the Kashmir prob-
lem, India has to grant autonomy to
Kashmir. That’s what was promised
when the state acceded to India. So
give Kashmir autonemy, but leave
out Jammu and Ladakh. Ladakh
wants to be a union territory,
Jammu probably a state in its own
right.”

Jora’s trifurcation of Jammu and
Kashmir is one of several plans
being considered as a possible solu-
tion to the Kashmir dispute. For the
first time since Pakistan-backed
militant secessionism overtook pic-
turesque Kashmir Valley in 1989,
there is serious talk, at least in New
Delhi, of resolving the intractable
issue which divides India and
Pakistan, both now nuclear powers.

Last April, soon after President Bill
Clinton’s visit to the Indian subcon-
tinent, New Delhi released several
leaders of the Hurriyat Conference,

_an umbrella organisation of over-
ground separatist Kashmiri politi-
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cal parties, and proposed a dialogue.
Some secret negotiations probably
followed but these were overshad-
owed by the unilateral ceasefire

that the Hizbul Mujahideen,
Kashmir’s largest militia, declared
in July. Indian officials met Hizbul
representatives in a much publi-
cised preliminary round on 3
August 3 negotiations broke down
when the Hizbul chief in Pakistan,
Syed Salahuddin, was asked by

Islam-abad to impose a new condi-
tion: the inclusion of Pakistan in the
negotiations, which India pre-
dictably refused to entertain.

But what if the talks had contin-
ued? What if they resume, as many
people predict? What kind of solu-
tion could be hammered out? What
really are the options?

One option New Delhi could be con-
sidering is to recognise the Line of
Control that divides the India- and
Pakistan-ruled parts of Jammu and
Kashmir as the official boundary
between the two countries, and
grant more autonomy to Indian
Kashmir, or at least to the Valley,
and ask Islamabad to allow a simi-
lar degree of self-rule to its part of
the state. The Line of Control is
where invading Pakistani irregu-
lars were stopped by Indian troops
flown into Kashmir in October 1947
as soon as the Maharajah of then
independent Jammu and Kashmir
merged his state with the Indian
Union.

The controversial merger was sup-
posed to be referred to the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, largely
Muslim, but the plebiscite, despite
being mandated by the United
Nations, was never held and it is
this that is at the root of the
Kashmir dispute. Kashmiris claim
they were denied. their right to self-
determination, and in the early
years of the Pakistan-backed mili-
tant uprising, then led by the
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front, most insurgents sought
azadi (independence). But by 1991,
the JKLF had been usurped by the
Islamist Hizbul Mujahideen which
called for Kashmir's merger with
Pakistan.

The Hizbul has today surely
climbed down from that stand or
otherwise, as Jammu and Kashmir

chief minister Farooq Abdullah
said, even the first round of talks
with India would not have taken
place because India could not con-
sider such a proposal. Instead, the
Hizbul and some of the other seces-
sionist groups, including the over-
ground Hurriyat Conference, could
now be looking at a proposal to cre-
ate a sovereign Kashmiri entity that
would not have an international
personality, or, as Fazal Haq Qur-
eshi, the intermediary in last
August’s Hizbul-India talks put it,
sovereignty without independence.
Independence, Qureshi added, was
a dream but it was unrealistic. It
meant taking on the might of two
nations, India and Pakistan.

The concept of sovereignty without
independence was conceived by the
Kashmir Study Group headed by
businessman Farooq Kathwari who
lives in the USA and is described as
the world’s richest Kashmiri.
Having close links with the US
establishment, he reportedly tried
to reason with the militias and
Pakistan that even after being
backed by 15 Islamic countries,
Palestine could not achieve total
independence, so how could Kash-
mir. The KSG proposal essentially
calls for reconstituting the Muslim
areas of Jammu and Kashmir to
form the sovereign-but-not-indepen-
dent Kashmiri entity (or entities).

Based on a plan formulated 50 '

years ago by Sir Owen Dickson, an
Australian jurist deputed by the UN
in 1950 to facilitate the proposed
plebiscite, the KSG prescription,
published a year ago, envisages
three possible configurations for the
proposed entity (or entities). First,
an entity on either side of the Line
of Control, each with its own gov-
ernment, constitution and special
relationship with India and/or
Pakistan. Second, a single entity
straddling the LoC with its own gov-
ernment, constitution and special
xelatlonshlp with both India and
Pakistan. And third, one entity on
only the Indian side of the LoC. The
LoC itself, the KSG suggests, couid
be rationalised — that is, redrawn
at places on cultural, economic and
other considerations.

The KSG plan has drawn ﬂak from
India for seeking to reconstitute the

state on clearly religious lines. The
Kashmiri entity it wants to create,
say critics, carves areas out of pre-
dominantly-Hindu Jammu region
that have large Muslim popula-
tions, like Doda district. “What the
plan essentially says is that
Muslims and Hindus cannot live
together,” remarked chief minister
Farooq Abdullah. Balraj Puri, a
Jammu-based former politician and
a veteran commentator, added, “I
take exception to the proposal to
reconstitute the state. Once you
accept Jammu’s division, you are
going to end up with the minorities
on each side fleeing to the other side
as happened when British India
was divided into India and Pakistan
in 1947. We cannot afford another
round of migrations and mas-
sacres.”

Countering the KSG contention
that the areas included in the pro-
posed entitity/entities aren’t just
Muslim-predominant but are
imbued with Kashmiriyat (the cul-
tural ethos of Kashmir), Rekha

Chowdhary, a political science pro--

fessor at the University of Jammu,
argued that the Doda Muslims had
never been close to the Kashmiris in
the Valley. There there was little
Kashmiriyat in Doda or neighbour-
ing Udhampur, or indeed Kargil in
Ladakh, she added.

For that matter, another analyst
said there was no Kashmiriyat in
the Pakistan-ruled part of Jammu
and Kashmir where virtually
nobody spoke the Kashmiri lan-
guage, and it made little sense to
carve out a Kashmiriyat-imbued
entity there.

Most Indian analysts and policy
makers, like Puri and Chowdhary,
abhor the idea of Jammu and
Kashmir’s break-up into states and
union territories. But in Jammu
and Kashmir itself,  outside

Kashmir Valley, theres a growing

demand for slicing up the multi-eth-
nic state. Apart from Ladakh, a
movement for separation is also
brewing in Jammu with support
from Hindu nationalist groups like
the RSS (National Volunteer Force).
That seems to have provoked the
Jammu region Muslims, who say
that if Jammu secedes from the
state their area (Doda and neigh-

bouring zones) would secede from
Jammu. And in Shia-Muslim domi-
. nated Kargil district, the Buddhists
of Zanskar in the south want a
merger with adjoining Buddhist
Leh district which, of course, is itself
aspiring to union territory status.
Since June, every fourth day, the

«Ladakh Buddhist Association has

been staging rallies before the dis-
trict chiefs office in Leh — each
rally representing a particular vil-
lage — to press for union territory

status. .
The separatist movement in Leh
and Jammu really took off in June
after Farooq Abdullah announced
he would table a committee report
on autonomy for Jammu and
Kashmir in the state legislature.
“Autonomy would mean greater
power in the hands of the Valley
politicians who dominate state poli-
tics, and Ladakh and Jammu would
have none of it. We are already dis-
criminated against by Srinagar,”
said Leh Congress leader Rigzin
Jora. “After autonomy, it will be
worse. Besides, what do we share .
with the Valley Muslims? Nothing.
For that matter, we Buddhists of
Tibetan stock share nothing with
mainstream India. But we know
minorities can flourish in this coun-
try. Seeing the plight of the
Tibetans, we consider ourselves
lucky we are in India.”

If Abdullah’s autonomy report
spurred separatism in Ladakh and
Jammu, it created a storm in Delhi.
The ‘report recommended the
restoration of the autonomous sta-
tus that Jammu and Kashmir
enjoyed before 1953, status that was
part of the 1947 merger deal but
which had over the years been dilut-
ed by India. Restoration of the sta-
tus would obviously have gone some
way in appeasing separatist Kash-
miris, but New Delhi rejected it out-
right, surprising some observers,
and then went on to talk to the
secessionist Hizbul.

“Autonomy is the only — and final
card — India holds,” observed
Amitabh Matttoo, a Kashmir expert
(and a Kashmiri Hindu himself) at
‘Delhi’s Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity. “But we don’t know how and
when to use it. Or whom to grant
autonomy — chief minister Abdul-
lah or the Hurriyat. Or the Hizbul
Mujahideen.”

But Stephen Cohen of the Brook-
ings Institution, Washington, who is
an expert on the subcontinent, isn’t
sure autonomy is the best bet unless
Pakistan’s cooperation is guaran-
teed. For, as'he said, an autonomous
Kashmir could continue to be infil-
trated by Pakistan-based jehadists,
like those from the Lashkar-e-
Toiba. Indian officials, however,
believe that once the Hizbul
Mujahideen signs a peace deal, mili-
tias like the Lashkar can be tackled,
since without the ground support of
Hizbul’s local cadres, the foreign
jehadists wouldn’t be able to operate
with ease. No wonder the Indian
governiment went the whole hog to
engage the Hizbul in talks, and no
wonder Pakistan, realising its
implications, forced the group to
abandon the dialogue.

“But India is still trying to resume
the talks. New Delhi realises it has
to win over the Hizbul Mujahideen
for a permanent solution on its
terms,” said a senior government
official. “That’s top priority. Auto-
nomy or any other plan can come
later.”

— World News Link. // '
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DOHA, NOV. 10 The on adt group

of the Organisation of 'Islamic

. Conference (OIC) on Jammu and

Kashmir today made a strong plea
to India and Pakistan to address
the Kashmir issue through bilat-
eral dialogue. The group, com-
prising Saudi Arabia, Turkey,
Niger and Pakistan, which met
here for more than two hours to
review the situation in the trou-
bled state, felt that continuation
of the Kashmiri problem would
worsen the security scenario in
South Asia. Talking to mediaper-
sons after the meeting, represen-

tatives of Turkey and Pakistan -

said dialogue was essential for
peaceful settlement of the Kash-
mir issue. )
Pakistan has said
will focus on Kashmi
consider two se
lutions on

With the World Bank President, Mr. James Wolfensohn, busy,
his wife, Mrs. Elaine Wolfensohn, settles the hotel bills
before leaving Hyderabad on Friday. — Photof. V. Sivakumar
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Elaine’s day out

By Dasu Kesava Rao

HYDERABAD, NOV. 10. Ms. Elaine’s
day in and around Hyderabad
was quite memorable. She man-
aged to hog a good chunk of the
limelight even with her husband,
the World Bank president, Mr.
James D. Wolfensohn, around.

On Thursday, she mixed freely
among rural women at Medchal
and shelled out Rs. 50 to become
member of a thrift group. This
morning in Hyderabad, she
played ‘pachisi’ with ‘lambada’
tribal women and hopped on to a
tricycle driven by Mr. Wolfen-
sohn.

She topped it at the Hotel
Grand Kakatiya on Friday by
walking up to the reception coun-
ter, fishing out her credit card and
settling the bills for herself and
husband. Another member of the
World Bank team paid the bills for
the others.



