Dhalka-

artala

bus’ On dry ru?y

Syed Sajjad Ali
Agartala, December 26

HE BANGLADESH

I Government conducted a
dry run of the proposed
Dhaka-Agartala bus service on
Officials of the
Road  Transport
Corporation drove a luxury bus to
the Akhaura immigration centre
premises near Bangladesh’s border

Monday.
Bangladesh

with India.

Officials said the dry run was
conducted to test the roads the

Dhaka-Agartala bus would take.

The ministries concerned in both
the countries have chalked out
plans to begin the bus service by

March 2001.

The team found that a 16-km
stretch of road connecting immi-
gration point and Darkhar was in
bad shape.

The potholed road would soon
be repaired, the officials said.

They said the Bangladesh
Government would conduct a few
more test runs before the bus ser-
vice is flagged off. Union
Minister of State for External
Affairs Ajit Panja, during a visit
here, had announced that
Bangladesh and India were negoti-
ating to start the Dhaka-Agartala
bus service.

The departments concerned in
both the countries ‘would sign an
agreement by January 2001, he had
announced.
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Dhaka in double

bus dlplomacy

/ FROM PRANAY SHARMA
N

ew Delhi, Dec. 13: In a move to
overcome the contentious “transit
facilities issue” with India,
Bangladesh has suggested that
two more bus services — Dhaka-
Shillong and Dhaka-Agartala —
be launched between the two
countries.

The Dhaka-Calcutta bus ser-
vice was started last year and, per-
haps, the success of this route has

~made Bangladesh suggest two
more routes to India that will
bring the two sides closer.

Dhaka has also suggested that
the rail-links between the two

- countries, which were suspended
since 1965, be revived.

These suggestions were put
forward in the two-day foreign of-
[fice consultations between India

-and Bangladesh at South Block
. this morning. The talks will con-
. tinue till tomorrow.

The transit issue is important
for both countries. India has been
pressing Bangladesh to grant it
transit facilities for the past many
vears, The demand gathered
¢round after the neighbours suc-
cessfully sorted out the problem of
(Ganga water sharing with an

_agreement in 1996.
<. The ruling Awami League in
_ Dhaka is willing to grant Delhi the
transit facilities, but is apprehen-
sive that such a move will have an

He 1=is

{

adverse unpact back home.

Bangladesh Prime Minisier
Sheikh Hasina is perceived to ke
“too close to India” and her polity-
cal adversaries have been usin
this impression against her. Ata
time when the country is gearing
up for elections — sometime in the
middle of next year — it will be
foolish on her part to yield on the
transit issue as it will be seen by
the Opposition as a major conces-
sion to India.

The Bangladesh government
feels that by opening new bus
routes and reviving the old rail-
links. Delhi in effect can enjoy
transit facilities in Bangladesh, ¢
though officially it may not be a&
knowledged.

Another contentious issue
concerns Teen Bigha. Followmg
the Indira Gandhi-Mujibur
Rahman agreement in 1974,
Delhi got back access to its
enclaves in Berubari, but .
Bangladeshi enclaves in
Angarpota and Dahagram have
run into difficulties. Delhi has
given Dhaka an “alternate-hour” |
access through Teen Bigha to its |
enclave. ‘

This means that Bangladeshis
can reach their enclaves within
India every alternate hour during
the day. However, this is creating
problems for the neighbour who
now wants “unfettered access” to |
the enclaves.
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_-India must be serious in its dealings ‘with a conﬁdentyoﬁﬁé/B—defmgladesh

o-* Notice thy neighbour

|

id anyone e}se notice that the

Bangladeshis slippeq away

before an excellent *lunch

was served on the first day of

the seminar that the Centre
for Research in Indo-Bangladesh Rela-
tions organized this week? The theme was
“Indo-Bangladesh Relations — The New
Millennium”, and Bangladesh’s indus-
tries minister, Tofayel Ahmed, set the pall
rolling with an incisive dissertation on op-
portunities and obstacles. But it being Ra-
madan, he and his colleagues from Dhaka
could not break bread with their hosts,
something that the organizers may not
have anticipated.

It is possible to exaggerate the signifi-
cance of crossed signals. They matter here
only because there are enough rocks al-
ready on which cooperation can run
aground. The Bangladeshi high commis-
sioner, Mostafa Faruque Mohammed,
pointed out, for instance, Indian indus-
try's jaundiced view of a joint venture ce-
ment factory in Bangladesh which, it
shortsightedly fears, might eat into Indian
exports, Avoidable atmospherics need not
be added to such problems, especially
since suspicion on one side is more than
matched by sensitivity on the other.

I recall an embarrassing occasion in
Banga Bhaban when I unwittingly gave
deep offence to Zia-ur Rahman by adapt-
ing George Bernard Shaw's comment
about two nations divided by a common
langunage. “So what?” the president burst
out. “So what? The English, Canadians
and Americans all speak the same lan-
guage! Does it mean they are all the same
country?” A second occasion was a three-
day international event in Dhaka where a
fellow journalist from Calcutta, whose
normal attire was shirt and trousers, reli-
giously wore nothing but a dhoti and pun-
Jabi every day. He thought that he would
make a favourable impression by affirm-
ing his allegiance to a shared Bengali iden-
tity, not realizing that Bangladesh had re-
defined that identity in terms that are not
identical with ours. “If we want to achieve
national development and progress, we
must speak of Bangladeshi nationalism,”
Zia had declared.

Sheikh Hasina Wazed and the Awami
League have taken many positive steps to
live down complexes and strengthen
Bangladesh's economic security by,
among other things, improving ties with
India. The minister, who had been a Mukti
Bahini commander and then political sec-
retary to her father, underlined some ini-
tiatives. The one-time “international bas-
ket case” has become self-sufficient in
food, literacy is up and poverty down. We
know that reduced fertility isreflected ina
lower birth rate, the Grameen Bank has
won international recognition, and a re-
cent World Health Organization study of
191 countries ranked Bangladesh 88th in
terms of public health. India stood 112th
and Pakistan occupied the 122nd place.

ad she not felt secure at home, the
H Bangladeshi prime minister

would not have signed the water-
sharing treaty in 1996 and the Chittagong
Hill tracts pact the following year. An
agreement on riparian rights along the
Muhuri river, the improved Calcutta-

SUNANDA K. DATTA-RAY

Beyond sentimental diplomacy

Dhaka bus service and renewed plans for
railway links indicate the political will to
mend bridges. Ahmed believes that previ-

ous governments deliberately kept the

water issue alive so as to have a stick to
beat India with.

But the very success of Sheikh Hasi-
na's reconstruction makes the challenge
that much more difficult for India. Bill
Clinton would not have spent longer in
Dhaka than in Islamabad in March if he
did not see Bangladesh as a country of
strategic value. That assessment was con-
firmed when Sheikh Hasina became the
first Bangladeshi head of government to
pay an official visit to America. With oil
hostage to West Asia’s turbulent politics,
Washington may have its eye on the un-
known trillions of cubic feet of gas on
which Bangladesh is floating. But beyond
that, with Pakistan awash with heroin and
Kalashnikovs and in the uncertain grip of
yet another military dictator, Washington
might see a stable, democratic and moder-
ate Muslim Bangladesh as potentially a
useful conduit to the Islamic ummah.
American investment has gone up from
$ 20 million to $ 800 million since Sheikh

Hasina became prime minister.

Though there is no conflict of interest
between India and the United States, these
overtures remind India that it must be se-
rious in its dealings with a confident
young neighbour who, even while valuing
its Bengali culture, is proudly conscious of
its sovereign status while West Bengal is
only a state of India. Not for the new
Dhaka the sentimental diplomacy of Ra-
bindrasangeet and rosogolla. It is now in a
position to demand the hard currency of
economic dividend. It has argued its case
for duty-free, quota-free market access for
the least developed countries from Singa-
pore to Seattle and won a market in the Eu-
ropean Union,

Bangladesh unilaterally slashed its
own tariffs from 350 per cent to 60 per cent
long before the World Trade Organization
was born. India’s exports have soared as a
result. Now, Bangladesh wants the quid for
its quo. For M. Aminul Islam, a geograph-
er and former vice-chancellor of the
Bangladesh Open University, the water
treaty is not enough. Much more will have
to be done to augment dry season flows. At
least three other seminar speakers — the

§
minister, high commissioner, and Sye
Anwar Hussain, director-general of the
Bangla Academy — reiterated that when
he visited Dhaka in June 1999, Atal Behari
Vajpayee had agreed “in principle” tb
abolish all tariffs on a non-reciprocal basis
on 25 selected imports from Bangladesh.
What prime ministers propose, bureaq-
crats dispose, and nothirig has come as ygt
of that commitment.

service has thw a political inj-
tiative. A gleeful Hussain Mo-
hammed Ershad told me in 1985 that Rajiv
Gandhi had promised to involve Nepal ih
fiiture talks on water management and
flood control. It was a tremendous feather
in his cap vis-d-vis the “India lobby”, hi§
term for the Awami League. But South
Block soon put an end to Rajiv’s generosi-
ty. It had all the ammunition it needed te
force the prime minister to renege on hi§
promise when Ershad told a public meet:
ing only a little while later that China, too,
should be a party to riparian talks. ’
Sheikh Hasina and her advisors are fat
too sophisticated to make tactical mis-
takes. Nor can a mature Bangladesh be
fobbed off any longer with delaying tac-
tics. If Vajpayee promised Sheikh Hasina,
he will have to deliver. If hedoes not, it will
gravely affect all those regional groupings
that reflect future hope — the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation,
South Asian Preferential Trade Area;
South Asian Free Trade Area, Growth
Quadrangle of Nepal, Bhutan, India and
Bangladesh, the Ganga-Mekong prgject
and BIMSTEC — Bangladesh, Imdia;
Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Thailand Eco-
nomic Cooperation forum. .
India-Bangladesh cooperation rein:
forces but does not need these wider
arrangements — post-dated cheques on
promising bank — but the arrangement
would collapse without firm bilateral ties.
A second point is that like many such
events, the seminar was an occasion for.
believers. Apart from Awarni League loy+
alists, Ali Aksad of the Bangladesh :
Council described himself as a commi-
nist. The strongly opposing camp which
denounced the water and Chittagong Hil}
tracts agreements and constantly accusa
Dhaka of selling out to Delhi was not rep:
resented, though Paresh Dev, the Centre’s
president, and Bimal Pramanik, its direc/
tor, assured me that invitations had been
sent out. H

t

T his is not the onl ) time that the civil

that the only lasting relationship

with India would be one that enjoys
a broad consensus of support across the
spectrum of Bangladeshilife, includingel-
ements that we might disapprove of.
Whether Bangladeshis respond to the lilt-
ing tune of “Amar Sonar Bangla” or the
stirring notes of “Prothom Bangladesh™
their economic and strategic interests
should remain exactly the same. But the
wrong cultural signals from India can play
into the hands of irresponsible politicians
who would not hesitate tc cut their owxii
nose to spite what they think is the Awami
League government’s face. Tofayel Ahmed
wisely advised circumspection in )
India-Bangladeshi dialogues. Loy

i
4

S uch is their capacity for mischief
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“India seeks North-Lrast
= hHl|
passagé'to Banglades

HT Correspondent HK{(
Calcutta, November 28

|l

THE FUTURE of the South
Asian Preferential Trade Agree-

ment (SAPTA) would depend on’

whether the smaller countries
understood Indian sensitivities.
This was the view expressed by
Meera Shankar, joint secretary for
SAARC at the Ministry of External
Aftairs,

Shankar was in city to attend a
conference organised by a private
sector initiative from four coun-
tries — India, Nepal, Bhutan and
India..

Later, Shankar told reporters
that there is always a demand for
more and more concessions from
" India, but there is hardly any
understanding of the Indian sensi-
tivities in these countries.

Speaking about Bangladesh, a
country with a huge balance of
trade deficit with India, Shankar
said that Bangladeshi exports to
India could increase manifolds if
“they sell us what we want to buy”.
She indicated that natural gas as

well as access from the north-east-
ern part of the country to
Bangladesh were two things that
India would be happy to pay for
but Bangladesh is not ready to pro-
vide.

The External Affairs
Ministry officer said that
natural gas as well as
access from.N-E to
Bangladesh were two_
things that India would
be happy to pay for but
the neighbour country
is unwilling to comply

“They want an integration of the
north-eastern economy with
Bangladesh but this has to be
coupled with road access through

. Bangladesh. Or else we will be fac-

ing a situation"where the north-
east will be anchored “with

Bangladesh and the rest of
India will become irrelevant,” she
added.

She indicated that India has
extended zero duty status to
Bhutan and Nepal and provides 50
per cent concession to Bangladesh
on regular tariffs while Indian
good have to be enter these mar-
kets under WTO conditions.

Speaking about SAPTA negotia-
tions, Shankar said, “We are mov-
ing ahead bilaterally with all the
countries that are ready to move
fast and pragmatically. Pakistan is
the slowest of the lot.”

Providing facts and figures,
Shankar said that the trade
between SAARC members has
grown by 17 per cent in the last one
year while the global trade of these
countries have grown by nine per
cent only,

Speaking about the potential of
cooperation between the member
nations, Shankar remarked a good
example would be the tea industry
whete the members together pro-
ducq around 70 per cent of the
world’s tea.

e a | eem———
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Pakistan all set to join the
nuclear suppliers’ group

—L

By L.K. Sharma
The Times of India News Service

LONDON: Having satisfied its do-
mestic requirements, Pakistan is
now ready to export sensitive nu-
clear material and equipment. It is
thus set to join the prestigious nu-
clear suppliers’ group — a task
more challenging than detonating
an atomic bomb.

Pakistan is doing it under the
full glare of publicity and has made
its intention known through a full
page newspaper advertisement
issued by the commerce minis-
try. The present military regime
with its commitment to trans-
parency does not believe in back-
room deals in a dingy street of Pe-
shawar.

The advertisement confused
US. officials who told The
Guardian that it appeared to un-
dermine much of the recent
progress made in talks on intro-
ducing greater controls on nuclear
materials.

A US. state department official
told the daily: “Up to now the
Pakistanis have not supported the
idea of making money out of
selling this stuff. We're still trying
to figure out all this new stuff
means.”

The nuclear powers concerned
about proliferation could always
buy up all the spare enriched ura-
nium and plutonium and tritium
and bale out Pakistan’s economy
and make the world a safer place.
By jumping into the fray them-

selves, they may be able to deny
access to terrorists.

But then, in their own countries
there is no guarantee that the ma-
terial would not be “diverted” for
unspecified tasks by unspecified
sources, as has happened in the
past.

India could help out Pakistan in
its hour of need by buying it but
then these materials may not be on
the Indo-Pak trade list. Of course,
Pakistan is aware of the fact that
enriched uranium is not cotton or
groundnut and it is not organising
a car boot sale, though some
groups in and outside Pakistan
would love that.

The government has formulated
procedures for export licences and
offers application forms costing up
to 1,400 pounds sterling for those
wanting to export such sensitive
things.

The applicants would have to
declare that the proposed sale is
for peaceful purposes only and
that the material would not be re-
exported.

For example, if someone in
Afghanistan buys it, he would not
be free to sell it to any one outside
the country and will have to use it
within Afghanistan.

The applicants would have to re-
veal the source of the material and
equipment and supply an end-user
certificate and obtain a “no-objec-
tion certificate” from the govern-
ment.

Does it mean that the govern-

ment itself is not the o ly would-
be exporter and that sompe of these
thmgs are in private hands in Pak-
istan?

There had been no reports earli-
er that Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
gramme had been privatised. Or is
it that the private parties were al-
lowed to “import” surplus stocks
which the government no longer
needs. In that case, the “source” of
the material should be known to
the government instead of the ex-
porter having to reveal it.

Pakistan can hope to have good
sales because notwithstanding the
decline in the nuclear power in-
dustry, there is a flourishing mar-
ket for sensitive nuclear materials.

It will be competing against Rus-
sia which also has many such
things to spare.

While America and other nu-
clear powers may not be amused,
Pakistan expects them to applaud
it for its new “transparency.”

Information minister Javed Jab-
bar told the Guardian: “This is a
fulfilment of our commitment to
transparency. There is absolutely
no scope left for any kind of of
misuse or pilferage and illegal ex-
port of any substance. We are do-
ing this in order to be a good nu-
clear citizen.”

Gen Mirza Aslam Beg, a former
army chief, saw the material was
surplus and it was a respectable
way of earning money. There was
enough material to maintain our
low-level nuclear deterrence.
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Fﬁangla media

condemns 9~ Y
J&K killings P

DHAKA: Bangladeshi media on
Thursday condemned the spate of
killings in Jammu and Kashmir by
militants and hailed India’s stand
not to let the killings derail talks
with the Hizbul Mujahideen.

The Daily Sta:l:iin an editorial
termed as ‘dastradly’ the killing of
over 100 people and lauded Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s re-
solve to pursue peace in Kashmir.
“The talks that have begun be-
tween the Indian government and
the Mujahideens, we hope, would
usher in peace” in Kashmir, it said,
calling upon upon Pakistan to ex-
tend fullest support to the process

“instead of directly or ly
working against it.”
The newspaper said th: ay-

| people of South Asia. “Credit cer-

! tainly goes to the Indian govern- !

' ment that the talks with militants
got underway. Persistence with the
negofiations reflects its intention to
usher in peace and harmony” i the
state, the newspaper said.

The Independent also coyp-
demned the killings as “a min
boggling matter,” adding “those
who committed the misdeeds are
clearly people who remain uncom-

fortable” with the idea of peace de&¢
scending on the Valley. (o1 /
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Indo-Bangla
border trade
In a spot v
Rahul Karmakar \\\

Guwahati, August 10

\

THE INDO-BANGLADESH
border trade has run into serious
trouble with exporters from the
Northeast refusing to accept
Dhaka’s decision to impose a
mandatory pre-shipment inspec-
tion (PSI) system on the Indian
side of four trading points.

Their contention is that the
Dhaka decision, passed in the
Bangladesh  Parliament on
February 15 but brought into
effect a few days back, was unilat-
eral and was not conveyed to New
Delhi. There are four major trade
points along the Indo-Bangladesh
border. While Sutarkandi is situat-
ed in Barak Valley of Assam, the
other three, Dawki in Jaintia Hills,
Borsora in West Khasi Hills and
Gasuapara in Garo Hills, are all in
Meghalaya. The Northeastern
states export goods worth $2 mil-
lion to Bangladesh, the major
commodity being coal.

The exporters, primarily those
dealing in coal, have opposed the
PSI system on several counts.
First, it was not a bilateral decision
despite the Dhaka claim that it
conformed to the GATT valuation
agreement. Secondly, the
Bangladesh government wants the
Dhaka branch of the London-
based Inspectorate  Griffith
Limited to issue clean report of
findings (CRF) certificates to
exporters under PSI notwithstand-
ing the fact that there’s a Griffith
branch in Shillong. Besides, PSI
would entail a Griffith pre-loading
check at myriad coal mines scat-
tered across Meghalaya which is
impossible, the exporters say. But
what has angered them most is the
silence maintained by the Centre
and the governments of Assam
and Meghalaya, encouraging
Dhaka to dictate terms.

iWE HINDUSTAN TBZ
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It’s official: North Korea

1s selling nussiles to

HT Correspondent \)\\/\'\7

New Delhi/Washington, August 16

INDIAS WORST fears over
Pakistan’s covert missile develop-
ment programme have come true.
North Korean leader Kim Jong I1
has reportedly confirfned his coun-
try was selling missiles to Pakistan.
According to an agency report
from Washington, Mr Kim Jong is
reported to have divulged this to a
delegation of South Korean media
executives visiting Pyongyang.

The report stated that Kim
mocked US fears of N. Korea’s
development efforts and boasted
that “I made the missile problem.”

The leader, according to the
report, also confirmed the long-
held suspicion that his country was
selling missiles to Pakistan, Syria
and Iran. Mr Kim has been quoted
as saying “for a strong nation to
keep its pride it has confront pow-
erful big nations.”

The statement comes as no sur-
prise as in the past India has drawn

% 7

world's attenti th¥ rapid mis-
sile proliferation in he sub-conti-
nent. Significantly, \while other
countries in the neighbourhood
have been testing ballistic missiles
capable of striking Indian cities,
New Delhi has tested only one
intermediate range ballistic missile
(Agni IT) in the past five years.

During the same period, Pakistan
has test-fired the 1,500-km range
Ghauri missile which, according to
defence experts, is actually the
Nodong I missile of N. Korea.
Pakistan has also gone ahead and
unveiled Ghauri II and Shaheen,
which are said to be exact copies of
Chinese M-9 missiles.

N. Korea’s covert nexus with
Pakistan became clear when the
Indian  Customs  authorities
detained a Korean ship. Ku Wol
San, at Kandla port during the
Kargil war. The ship last year, was
carrying 300 tonnes of missile
related cargo. The cargo consisted
of equipment and engineering
drawings.
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Dhaka takes initiative to
ease Indo-Pak tension‘@sr*

ISLAMABAD: Bangladesh has
. ' A launched an ini-
iative to try to
f reduce  tension
between neigh-
} bouring nuclear
ivals India and
{ Pakistan, Bangla-
1 deshi foreign sec-

retary C.M. Shafi
- i said. He
said in an inter-
view here that both countries had
given a “positive response” to the
initiative from Bangladeshi Pri6\7e

Sheikh Hasina

Minister Sheikh Hasina. /\\-

Mr Sami said he bad delivered‘a
letter to Pakistani military ruler
General Pervez Musharraf from
Ms Hasina, after handing a similar
letter to Indian Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee earlier this
month. He said he was encouraged

by the response from b
countries but gave no details of the
talks. “We are reasonably happy,”
he said.

Mr Sami said
study Indian and \Pakistani
responses to her move\and was
likely to pursue the initidtive. He
said Bangladesh wanted peace and
stability in South Asia to ensure
economic development and en-
courage foreign investment. “We
have a well- defined objective...To
achieve stability in the region. And
in the pursuit of our objective we
have shared our concerns with both
India and Pakistan,” he said.

Mr Sami said any further visits to
the two countries would “depend
on the evolution of the process”.
“The lack of peace and stability in
the region does worry us a lot,” he
said. (Reuten)
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Commonwealth for earl
of democracy in Pakistan

)(\g)/\\

By B. Muralli:‘iixar\(eddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 26. The Common-
wealth Secretary-General, Mr.
Don McKinnon, today called on
the Pakistani military ruler, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, to convey the
Commonwealth concerns over a
time-table for early restoration of
constitutional and democratic
rule in the country.

However there was no commit-
ment from Gen. Musharraf on the
‘demand’ for a clear road-map for
restoration of civilian rule. Mr.
McKinnon was merely informed
of the Supreme Court deadline of
October 12, 2002 for completion
of the reform process set in mo-
tion by the military government
and return of the Army to the bar-
racks.

Pakistan has asked the Com-
monwealth to provide ‘technical
assistance’ to hold elections to lo-
cal bodies scheduled between De-
cember this year to August next
year on a non-party basis. The
Commonwealth has agreed to the
proposal and has deputed a two-

member team for consultations.

It was not immediately clear if
the Commonwealth Secretary
General was satisfied with the re-
sponse of the Musharraf Govern-
ment. He would report back on
his impressions to the Common-
wealth Ministerial Action Group
on the Harare Declaration
(CMAG) when it meets next
month. The Pakistan Foreign
Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, has
been invited to the meeting to
present the case of the military
government.

Mr. McKinnon is to address the
press tomorrow on the outcome
of his visit to Pakistan. Today he
was busy meeting representatives
of the Government to hear their
views.

Among those he met included
the President, Mr. Rafiq Tarar,
and Minister for Law and Attor-
ney General, Mr. Aziz A. Munshi.
Tomorrow he is scheduled to
meet leaders of political parties.

Pakistan was suspended from
the Councils of the Common-
wealth at a special CMAG meeting

in London on October 18, 1999 —
exactly six days after the military
coup in which Mr. Nawaz Sharif
was overthrown.

Subsequently, the Durban
Commonwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment Meeting in November
1999 endorsed CMAG’s decision
and directed it to “'keep the sit-
uation in Pakistan under review
and be prepared to recommend
further measures to be taken by
the Commonwealth if progress to
democracy is not made speedily’’.

Ever since its suspension from
the councils of Commonwealth,
Pakistan does not participate in
Commonwealth meetings or se-
cure technical assistance. Mr.
McKinnon's mission to Islama-
bad is in the context of establish-
ing a timeframe in which Pakistan
could be brought back into the
councils of Commonwealth.

In an informal tatk with a group
of correspondents immediately
on his arrival on Friday night, Mr.
McKinnon said the three year
time-frame for return of democ-
racy fixed by the Pakistan Su-

THE HINDU
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preme Court and the time-table
for elections to local bodies an-
nounced by Gen. Musharraf
would be kept in mind in assess-
ing the situation.

However the Commonwealth is
faced with a dilemma in dealing
with the three-year time-frame
prescribed by the Supreme Court.
The time-table for return of de-
mocracy in any Commonwealth
country as per the charter of the
organisation is two years.

Mr. McKinnon gave clear hints
that there is little chance of read-
mission of Pakistan to the coun-
cils of the Commonwealth on the
basis of the time-table an-
nounced for elections o the local
bodies and the Supreme Court
time-frame.

“We desire full restoration of
democracy”, he said in response
to a question. He ruled ouf possi-
bility of expulsion of Pakistan
from the Commonwealth. He
pointed out that there is no in-
stance of expulsion of any mem-
ber from the club.



India to take up

ﬂf)\%\j

insurgency with Dhaka

AGARTALA, AUG. 30. The Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes,
today said India wouid talk to
Bangladesh on the alleged use of
its territory by insurgents for car-
rying out subversive activities in
the North-East. India had taken
up the matter with Bangladesh
authorities on several occasions
in the past and would do it again.

The Defence Minister’s stop in
the Tripura capital was part of his
tour to the North-Eastern States

including Naggland, Magigur and
Assam. W
The Ministér was’non-commit-

tal on the deployment of addi-
tional Army units in the State to
combat insurgency which was a
long-standing demand of the rul-
ing Left Front Government,

The Chief Minister, Mr. Manik
Satkar, expressed unhappiness at
the development, saying the State
had been demanding more Army
units for the last two years.

Mr. Sarkar also expressed reser-
vations about the Centre’s deci-
sion to put up barbed wire
fencing along the Indo- Bangla-
desh border which, he said, could
not implemented since the State
did not have enough forces to en-
sure security for the workers do-
ing the job. “'I have asked where
will I get forces to provide security
to the workers when I do not have
enough forces to combar insur-
gency,” Mr. Sarkar told reporters
at the Civil Secretariat.

To ‘a question, the Defence
Minister said altogether 2,000 in-
surgents of the United Liberation
Front of Assom (ULFA) had sur-
rendered and talks were on with
the National Socialist Council of

Nagaland (NSCN-IM).

On the possibility of the reval
of the ceasefire with the Hizb\ul-
Mujahideen, Mr. Fernandes said
it was for the latter to decide as
“we have clarified our stand on
the issue” adding that counter-in-
surgency operations in Jammu
and Kashmir would be stepped
up.

Ruling out the imposition of Ar-
ticle 356 of the Constitution in
West Bengal in the wake of the
recent violent incidents there, Mr.
Fernandes, who is also the con-
vener of the National Democratic

. Alliance, said, “we could not im-

pose Article 356 in Bihar... The
question of imposition of the
same does not arise in West Ben-
gal')l

In Imphal, the Minister held
discussions on the situation in
Manipur with the Governor, Mr.
Ved Marwah, and the Chief Min-
ister, Mr. Wahengbam Nipama-
cha Singh, official sources said.
The Deputy Chief Minister, Mr.
Leishangthem Chandramani
Singh, and some senior Army offi-

cials, including the GOC 3 Corps’

commander, Lt. Gen. T. S. Sher-
gill, were also present at the meet-
ing.

Later talking to reporters in the
Nagaland capital of Kohima, Mr.
fernandes said the Centre was
continuing its exercise of framing
guidelines and modalities to lure
private sector investment, includ-
ing foreign direct investment, into
the defence production sector. “
first mooted the idea and made a
proposal for private investment in
the defence production sector,”
he said. — PTI
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(¥ SECURITY RISK AV

'Y Political will needed to protect border

HE urgency for sensitising the residents living along the

2300-km-long India-Bangladesh border in West Bengal to
the misuse of the porous frontier by Pakistani and other mili-
tants for easy movement to and from Bangladesh has
increased. The successive arrests of two Kashmiri militants in
Basirhat last week lend weight to the argument. One of the
militants worked at Hizbul Mujahideen’s office in Karachi and

was caught while trying to reach Dhaka en route to Lahore.
The alertness of the locals was crucial. Also from Basirhat,
Bilal Ahmed was arrested last April for sheltering the IA
Airbus hijackers, Security agencies complain about the gener-
<al lack of sensitivity among the border residents and local bod-
ies regarding militants operating under their noses. Efforts at
sensitising the panchayats have had little effect. Last April a
Bangladeshi Mafia responsible for killing Indians was granted
bail by a Nadia court. Later he jumped bail and fled. Indians
who stood guarantors were not arrested.

Unfortunately politicians have a great deal to do with the
illegalities committed along the border. Their connivance is an
established fact. The reason? Money. Panchayats, to promote
smuggling of goods and cattle, have allowed mushrooming of
haats all along the border.The political involvement is largely
because the Marxists from Jyoti Basu downwards, never con-
sidered infiltration as a serious threat to the country’s securi-
ty. In fact he and other party comrades decried The Statesman
for highlighting a non-existent problem and writing untruths.
They overlooked the problem as long as the infiltrators
swelled their vote bank. The problem was acknowledged only
when the infiltrators switched allegiance. This opportunism
cuts across party lines. A BJP Union minister recently forced
the BSF to allow the smuggling of nearly 200 heads of cattles
which had been seizeéd on the Malda border. Clearly political
will is lacking. Those concerned are well aware of the soft
spots along the border like Basirhat and Dhulian. The only
answer is to enforce the law.

YHE STATESMAR
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flew to Dhaka from Pakistan with large sums of cash. Another
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Igdo-B_gngla goodg( train service soon

By Haroon Habib “Q Nand faciffta

YHAKA, JULY 4. The much-awaited
300ds train service between India
ind Bangladesh through the Be-
aapole- Petrapole border points
will resume in two or three days
as the railway authorities of the
two sides signed a “‘working
agreement’’ here today reviving
the histori¢ rail route.

But, the route will not ensure
movement of passenger trains be-
tween the neighbouring countries
as both the governments are yet
to decide on the issue, an official
said.

The Additional Director Gener-
al of Bangladesh Railways, Mr. N.
M.Khurshid Anwar, and the Addi-
sional Member (Traffic) of Indian
Railway Board, Mr. Swarup Kum-
sr Gupta, signed the agreement
i behalf of their respective sides
it Railway Bhaban here.

The route, fifth of its kind for
both the countries, was intro-
duced by the British Government
in 1884 and had remained non-
operative since 1974 due to no
commercial viability. In 1994, the
then BN Government led by Be-
gum Khaleda Zia formed a com-
mittee headed by the then
Shipping Secretary, Mr. Waliul Is-
lam, to assess feasibility of the
route. Soon after assuming office
in mid-1996 the present Awami

' 1 .eague Government took initia-

i gi-ading

ti ve to revive the rail link by up-
infrastructure and
re.stored train operation on the
Jes;sore-Benapole abandoned
rotte leading to the Benapole-Pe-
trapole route last year.

F'angladesh officials said the
route would cut short 63 km. road
com pared to the best used nearby
Darshana-Gethe route to Dhaka

smooth traffic of
seven lakh toNnes of expected im-
port-export itqms a year. Accord-
ing to the agreement, goods train
from both the sides will be al-
lowed at Benapole and Petrapole
from where Bangladesh Railways
and Indian Railways will take
wagons of the counterparts to the
destination.

The other routes are: Shahbaz-
pur-Mohishashon,  Rohanpur-
Sinhabad, Birol-Radhikapur and

fay vl Benga!

KBK

Darshana-Gethe, through which

Bangladesh  Railways carried
63,000 tonnes of export items and
17 lakh tonnes of imported goods
last year.

Soon after signing the agree-
ment, both the sides expressed
their satisfaction and hoped that
with the revival of the agreement
transportation costs will come
down remarkably. “Traffic con-
gestion at the Benapole border
land port will be eased as busi-

nessmen are expected to prefer
rail for trucks,”” the Director Gen-
eral of Bangladesh Railways, Mr.
Mohammad Abdur Rahim, said.
Replying to a question on intro-
duction of passenger trair on the
route, he said, “It depends on two
governments.”’

He, however, said if the Gov-
ernment takes a decision, Bangla-
desh Railways can meet the
requirements. “‘Yes, we are also
ready to run passenger trains on
this route,” Mr. Gupta echoed Mr.
Rahim. Mr. Khurshid Anwar said
Bangladesh Railways could meet
60 per cent of the total demand in
the past but now it would meet
the full demand.

Indo-French defence
panel to meet today

PARIS, JULY 4. India and France
would initiate a new round of
talks on a wide range of defence
deals and to work out ways and
means to enhance service to ser-
vice level co-operation when an
Indo-French high-powered de-
fence committee begins its three-
day meeting tomorrow here.

Official sources said that the
Defence Secretary, Mr. T. R. Pra-
sad, would lead the Indian dele-
gation which includes Vice-Chiefs
of the three services. — PTI

Correction

In the collage of pictures pub-
lished along with the story on cor-
ruption in the Sunday, July 2 issue
of The Hindu, the picture of Mr.
R. Krishnamurthy, Retired Exec-
utive Director of BHEL, was pub-
lished inadvertently. The error is
regretted.
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~"Meet to boost W
Indo-Bulgaria téies

|
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA |

SOFIA, June 10. — The Indo-
Bulgarian Joint Business
Commission (JBC) will meet
in New Delhi later this year
to boost and diversify eco-
nomic ties, particularly in
areas of information technolo-
gy and pharmaceutical sec-
tors.

The joint commission meet-
ing, whose dates are yet to be
fixed, will examine the new
areas of cooperation which also
includes infrastructure and
electronic sectors, a
spokesman for Indian
External Affairs Ministry said
here today.

According to foreign ministry
sources here, the Bulgarian
Deputy Prime Minister, Mr
Petar Jotev, is likely to lead
his country’s delegation at the
meeting. ‘

The decision to hold the JBC,
set up in 1973, was taken soon
after the visiting Indian Vice-

President, Mr Krishan Kant’s
extensive talks| with the top
Bulgarian leadérship, includ-
ing the Prime Minister, Mr

Ivan Kostov, and the
President, Mr Petar Stoyanov,
yesterday.

During the talks, both sides
recognised that the level of
economic and cooperation
between India and Bulgaria .
was far from the target and it
was agreed that the two coun-
tries intensify efforts towards
this end.

The Bulgarian Prime
Minister hammered the point
when he told Mr Kant that
Indo-Bulgarian economic rela-
tions were not at the same
high level as the political ties.

Officials of both countries
were of the view that the eco-
nomic cooperation could bhe’
given a big fillip through diver-
sification in the spheres of
information technology, infra-
structure and pharmaceutical
industries.
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Masina assurcs
| asina assures |

action against
insurgents, ) -

e
UNITEDNEWS OF INDIA 1\ A

GUWAHATL, June 14, —\Phd
Bangladesh Prime Ministe
has said that her government
will not allow extremists to
carry out cross-border terror; \
ism from her country.q-

Sheikh Hasina told a visiting
30-member delegation of the
Assam branch of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association that action would
be taken against insurgent
groups trying to carry out
cross-border terrorist activities.

After a four-day visit, the
Assam Speaker, Mr Ganesh
Kutum, who led the delega-
tion, told reporters here today
that the purpose of the visit
wags to strengthen bonds of
friendship between the two
CPA fraternities, exchange
each other’s point of view on
democratic government, share
mutual experiences and open
up new channels of coopera-
tion.

On 11 june the delegation
called on Sheikh Hasina. She
emphasised further coopera-
tion between Bangladesh and
India in expanding trade and
commerce for the prosperity of
the North-east.




_Bangla Armgy
buckles, kill r‘m

16 N-E rebel§

FROM SEKHARDATTA

Agartala, June 21: In its first
major offensive against Northeast
insurgents, Bangladesh Army last
. week gunned down 16 National
Liberation Front of Tripura
rebels and seized a huge cache of
arms and ammunition at Sazek
range in the Chittagong Hills.

The Bangladesh Army con-
ducted surprise aftacks on three
NLFT hideouts. More such opera-
tions are likely as the Centre is
mounting pressure on Bangla-
desh to flush out Northeast rebels
from that country, sources said.

Consistent = pressure from
India and the growing nexus with
insurgents and pro-Pakistani ele-
ments and parties like the BNP
and Jamat-i-Islami-were the main
reasons behind the operations,
the sources said.

However, the Indian promise
for trade concessions in exchange
of operations against Northeast
militants in Bangladesh cannot be
entirely ruled out the sources
added.

Earlier, lntelhgence sources
were quoted as saying that
Bangladesh Army had gunned
down 11 NLFT militants in the
Sajek range of the Chittagong
Hills on June 14.

The report was officially de-
nied by the Bangladesh govern-

ment. But highly-placed sources
from across the border confirmed
that such an operation was indeed
launched and “the denial had to be
issued because officially the
Bangladesh government had
never acknowledged the presence
of anti-Indian rebels on their soil.”

Giving details about the opera-
tion on June 14, the sources said
officers and jawans of Bangladesh
Army’s 113 brigade left their can-
tonment in Khagracherri district
of Chittagong Hill tracts and raid-
ed three NLFT hideouts in
Tanglaikanta, Japui and Thang-
nan in the Sajek range.

In the course of the operation,
11 militants died in Tanglaikanta,
two in Japui and three in Thang-
nan. The dead included three
unidentified commanders of the
militant group. A large quantity of
arms and ammunition were also
recovered.

However, the Army did not
launch any offensive at the NLFT
headquarters at Lalukanu, which
is also located in the Sajek range,
“basically to give an opportunity
to the NLFT leadership to flee
Bangladesh soil”, the sources
said. Sporadic clashes between
the NLFT and its rival group
TIGER FORCE on Bangladesh soil
might have also prompted the
neighbouring nation to attack the
Indian militants.
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India, Bangladesh

move to
Our Correspondent 95\

CALCUTTA 4 MAY 4

A MOVE has been initiated by
the jute industries of two major
jute producing countries —
India and Bangladesh — to
revive International Jute
Organisation (1JO), now defunct,
following the 5-day UN confer-
ence on jute and jute products
held in Geneva in the last week
of March.

The Geneva conference was
followed by a 3-day internation-
al conference in
Dhaka in the
first week of
April where it was decided that
the international agreement
signed by jute producing and
importing countries in 1988
would not be extended beyond
April 11. It was decided to pro-
vide a liquidation period of 18
months, commencing April 12.

Immediately thereafter, the
International Jute Council in
Dhaka decided to set up a work-
ing group on future internation-
al cooperation on jute. The
group will meet in June to
decide on a future course of
action.

Indian Jute Mills

Aconmiation Tima) hac ranantlv

FIBRE OPTIONS

réevive 1JO

ministry the need to Xeconsti
this international jule bo!

the interests of the
fraternity. For India i1\ particu-
lar, the revival of 1JO is signifi-
cant as it will not only provide
an effective framework for
cooperation and consultation
between exporting and import-
ing countries, but also promote
the growth and diversification of
international trading in jute and
jute products and improve the
market for this agro-based fibre.

For  quite
some years,

' there has been a
sizeable market erosion in jute
and jute products world-wide,
with sustained inroads made by
synthetic jute fibre.

Against this critical back-
ground, the importance of a
common forum at the interna-
tional level can hardly be over-
looked. Such a forum will not
only provide a common plat-
form for consultations and
interaction between various
interest groups but also discuss
various measures to improve
usage of jute, both in traditional
and non-traditional sectors. In
fact, India played a lead role .

whan thoe TTND wae roancentn. |

The Economic Time.
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order to be )
v fenced 2415

NEW DELHI, MAY 23. Faced with shis-
tained illegal migration frqm
across the border affecting the
mographic composition, espe-
cially in eastern India, the
Government has decided to fen
the entire Indo-Bangladesh bor-
der at an estimated cost of Rs.
1,334 crores, a Home Ministry
spokesman said here today.

The work on the project cov-
ering five border States — Assam,
Meghalaya, West Bengal, Mizo-
ram and Tripura — would be
completed by March 2007, he said
adding that 2,429 km. of border
fencing and 797 km. of construc-
tion of border roads were pro-
posed to be undertaken.

The fencing would be maxi-
mum along the border with West
Bengal with 1,021 km., followed
by Tripura (736 km.), Mizoram
(400 km.), Meghalaya (198 km.)
and Assam (71.5 km.), he*said.

The existing project for the con-
struction of border roads and bor-
der fencing at a revised cost
estimate of Rs. 1,042 crores is ex-
pected to be completed by March
next year, the spokesman said.

The spokesman said the Gov-
 ernment would also strengthen

the deployment of the BSF along
the border. — PTI
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[ Increasing,'
says Mawlong\

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA "N g
o

SHILLONG, March 31. — The
Meghalaya chief minister
today said that intrusion by
Bangladeshis into the state
had increased and at least 950
had been detected between -
January and February. !

Answering a question raised
by Mr P M Syiem (Indepe-
ndent), Mr E K Mawlong said
1,512 Bangladeshi nationals
were detected in 1994, of
which 1,429 were pushed back
and 83 prosecuted. In 1995, as
many as 1,474 were detected of
which 1,382 were pushed back
and 92 prosecuted.

Mr Mawlong said in 1996,
2,533 Bangladeshi nationals
were detected and 2426 were
pushed back while the rest
were prosecuted.

In the next year, 2869 illegal
entrants were detected, 2810
were pushed back and 59 prose-
cuted.

A total of 2,857 Bangladeshis
was found to have made
inroads into the state in 1998
and 2803 were pushed
back with the rest being prose-
cuted.

Mr Mawlong said his govern-
ment was trying to implement
the central package for surren-
dered militants to solve the
insurgency problem, PTI adds.
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Phaka will be'told \|

to check isurgency

on 1ts soil:

AGARTALA: Union home minis-
ter L.K. Advani
on Tuesday said
maximum pres-
sure would be

1 exerted on
Bangladesh to
prevent insur-

gents from using
| 1ts soil.

Mr  Advani,
who is here on a
two- day visit, said, “We had earlier
spoken to the Bangladesh Prime
Minister and home minister when
they visited India and we will exert
pressure at the highest level again
so that the militants from the
North-East are not allowed to use
its soil.”

Mr Advani told journalists here
that the massive influx
Bangladeshis in the region and the
opportunity for the insurgents to
use Bangladesh territory are ham-
pering the government’s attempts
to curb insurgency.

“Taking advantage of the long
porous border with Bangladesh,
the insurgents from the region easi-
ly sneak into the country and it is
difficult for the security forces to
combat them,” he said.

He said the Centre and the state
governments of the North-Eastern
region would work “hand-in-hand”
to crush insurgency and had decid-
ed to strengthen the intelligence

LK. Advani

of .

Advani

network in the region so that all se-
curity forces deployed there can
share information.

Mr Advani ruled out the possibil-
ity of direct talks between the in-
surgent outfits and the Central gov-
ernment any more. “It is they who
should initiate talks with the state
government first and if the state
government wants, the Centre can
talk to them,” he said.

Any talks with the insurgents
should be within the framework of
the Constitution and there should
not be any agenda like sovereignty,
independence and secession, he
said. The state government, Mr Ad-
vani said, should identify the per-
sons who are fomenting insurgency
and detain them under preventive
laws. (P11
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Dhaka-Delhi expert-level
WA talks next week

By Haroon Habib

DHAKA, JAN.20. India and Bangla-
desh will hold an expert-level
meeting in Dhaka next week to
discuss and resolve problems ex-
isting between the two countries.
This was announced by the Min-
ister of State for External Affairs,
Mr. Ajit Kumar Panja, after meet-
ing the Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter, Sheikh Hasina. Mr. Panja,
who arrived here today on a
three-day goodwill visit, is the
first Minister. to visit this country
after the Vajpayee Government
| was sworn in.

Mr. Panja said, Sheikh Hasina
had asked him to identify the
problems between the two coun-
tries and take steps to resove the
same.

“My objective is to reinforce
the existing relations of goodwill
and friendship between the two
neighbours,” Mr. Panja told
newsmen on his arrival at the air-
port. He said the visit is intended
to take up various issues that af-

M\

The Minister of State for External Affairs, Mr. Ajit Panja, with
the Bangladesh Prime Minister, Ms. Sheikh Hasina, at the
latter’s residence in Dhaka on Thursday. - AP

fected the relations, and maintian
the present level of goodwill.

He said the enthusiasm gener-
ated among the people of the two
countries during the visit of Mr.
Vajpayee to Bangladesh last year
to open the Dhaka-Calcutta bus
service, would have to be kept
alive by extending all facilities
needed to make tlie journey
smooth and comfortable.

THE HINDU
2 1JAN 20D

Briefing presspersons, the Ban-
gladesh Prime Minister’s Press
Secretary, Mr. Jawadul Karim,
said Mr. Panja conveyed Mr. Vaj-
payee’s warm greetings to Sheikh
Hasina. He said Sheikh Hasian
had told Mr. Panja that the direct
bus service was working well. The
Prime Minister also wanted a di-
rect train service introduced be-
tween the two countries.




Dhaka-Agartala

Xbus service
5 soon: Panja
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, Jan. 22. - B
services between Dhaka an
Agartala will soon be intro-
duced, Mr Ajit Panja, minister
of state for foreign affairs, said
today.

India and Bangladesh have
agreed in principle to this, spe-
cially after the success of the
Calcutta-Dhaka bus services.
The minister returned from
Bangladesh today.

Mr Panja said the country
had requested for a bus service
from Agartala, and India wants
to respond to it positively.

The Bangladesh government
also requested to increase the
frequency of Dhaka-Calcutta
bus services in view of rush of
passengers from Bangladesh.

Passenger train services
between Calcutta and Dhaka
will also begin soon. The rail-
way minister, Miss Mamata
Banerjee, has taken special ini-
tiative for this, Mr Panja added.

The Hasina government has
proposed to set up a cultural
centre in Calcutta. Mr Panja
said the proposal would be
taken up with Mr Jyoti Basu.

The possibility of setting up
an Indian cultural centre in
Dhaka will also be considered,
he said.

THE STATESMAN
2_3 JAN 20D



~ Teesta talks

Sh- 10
PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA N~

L)
DHAKA, Jan. 29. — The jtwo-
day Indo-Bangla talks on shar-
ing water of common rivers
began here today. -
“We will discuss a%g\::%lek ou
a scientific study as to how
much water is required, avail-
ability and flow of the river
Teesta in the lean season,” Mr
Zafrul Hasan, head of the
Indian team, said. Bangladesh
said it expected an accord on
the Teesta to come out of the

meetings. 7 _—
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