" New Zealand keenon IT
«"\~partnership with India [+

By G. Pramod Kumpar

CHENNAL, Nov. 16. Indian students
getting a job offer in New Zealand
after completing their studies
there will be able to stay on, ac-
cording to the new immigration
policy of the New Zealand Gov-
ernment.

“We are getting more liberal
than before,” said Mr. Jim Sutton,
the New Zealand Minister for
Trade Negotiations. “The chances
of settling down is greater than in
any other English speaking coun-
try,” he said, speaking to The
Hindu.

Mr. Sutton, who is on a week-
long visit to India, said, his coun-
try was also looking at India for
partnerships in IT and areas like
food processing and infrastruc-
ture development.

“We are short of IT profession-
als and India is a leading IT coun-
try, second only to the U.S.. Any
country short of IT professionals
should look at India,” he said.

At present, New Zealand had
about 2,500 IT jobs in specialised
categories. Asked if the jobs were
just for “coding,” he said his

country needed people at all lev-
els.

People seeking IT jobs, unlike
in countries like Germany, could

set up their own companies in
New Zealand. With “least restric-
tions,” his country was the sec-
ond best to start businesses, Mr.
Sutton said reiterating his Gov-
ernment’s stand on entrepre-
neurship by foreigners. “If you

like us, you can stay with us. It is
an invitation to stay on.”

New Zealand, with an inherent
strength in modern agriculture
and food processing, offered In-
dia excellent opportunities in
food industry. His Government
was looking for centres of excel-
lence in food technology for pos-
sible joint ventures.

For instance, a leading Kiwi
company called “Fletcher Food”
had signed a technology agree-
ment in food processing with L
and T. In India, Kiwi technology
was already in use for processing
food and dairy products.

New Zealand was a leader in in-
frastructure expertise too. lthad a
presence of 30 to 40 years in
South East Asia. Kiwi companies
had been engaged in water, road
projects of World Bank and Asian
Development Bank.

It was also interested in the de-
velopment of the second airport
in Chennai and would work with
the Postal Department to conduct
a pilot study on postal restructur-
ing in New Delhi said the Minister
whose personal interest included

livestock development and farm
forestry. .

Mr. Sutton, who had been a
self-employed farmer from 1963
till he entered Parliament in 1984,
said his Government would like
the import-tariff on New Zealand
apples and dairy products be low-
eted.

In this context, he referred to
New Zealand's Closer Economic
Partnership treaty with Singapore
for duty-free access to each oth-
er's goods. The pact would be ef-
fective from january.

Another area that beckoned In-
dian presence was the stunning
geography of the land of Kiwis,
which had been termed as the
“whole world in one country.”

In the past two years, 45 films
were shot in New Zealand and out
of thern, 20 were from Tamil Na-
du.

From Christ Church, within a
drive of one-and-half hours, one
had a pacific beach, deep blue
lakes, rivers, virgin snowy moun-
tains and springs.

“We have surpassed Switzer-

land as the prgfrred shooting lo-
cation.”
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_Australia sees deeper dimension
« in relations with indig

By P. S, Surydnarayana

CHENNAI, SEPT. 7. India and Austra-
lia “will put propositions to each
other” after “looking at what is
the best way of going forward” in
a bid to “put in place” an “in-
frastructure” for regular bilateral
discussions on strategic affairs.
Indicating this, the Australian
High Commissioner to India, Mr.
Rob Laurie, said in a conversation
during his visit here that the two
sides were now “‘in a sort of explo-
ratory phase” in this respect.

Qutlining the follow-up to the
recent official visit to India by the
Australian Prime Minister, Mr.
John Howard, Mr. Laurie ex-
pressed confidence that a deeper
dimension “is going to emerge”
in bilateral ties “whether it's a
new strategic outlook or whether
it's a dialogue that leads to a more
intense understanding of the re-
spective positions, to the extent
there is mutual interest or mutual
approach t¢ particular consider-
ations’’. ’

However, “what we have not
yet got is a Structure,  what you
might call security dialogue,” he
noted. ‘“That’s something that we
(Australians) are quite keen to get
under way’’, he emphasised. Cit-
ing the latest move by India and
Japan for a bilateral security dia-
logue at the official level, Mr. Lau-
rie said the present “period of
exploration” by Canberra and
New Delhi should be seen in a
“positive sense” for possible ex-
changes of views in the future on
strategic issues of interest to both
sides.

As for the current political lull
in New Delhi in regard to the

" question whether and when India

might sign the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), Mr. Lau-
rie quipped that he had not seen
much about a national consensus
on this issue in “the Hansard” or
the records of the latest parlia-
mentary proceedings. However,
he underlined that Australia was
not seeing India’s diplomatic
pace in regard to the CYBT issue
as a “hindrance” to an active in-
teraction between the two coun-
‘tries on strategic matters.

Canberra would, of course, like
India to sign the CTBT “as soon as
possible”. Without commenting,
though, on what is seen in some
quarters as a strategic pause by
India to ponder over the deeper
implications of the CTBT, the
High Commissioner conceded
that New Delhi saw the other
sphere of international law on
this subject, the one defined by
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, as a “no-go’ area.

Updating Canberna’s economic
interaction with New Delhi, Mr.
Laurie said that “all things being
equal’’ the two sides would sign a
Memorandum of Understanding
on information technology (IT)
during a prospective visit to India
by the Australian Trade Minister
next month. While the MoU could
serve as a “‘framework” for the
two Governments, it would “pro-
vide a network for Australian and
Indian IT businesses and enter-
prises to discover opportunities
for joint ventures or investments
in each other’s country.”

Identifying some potential ar-
eas of new IT-related coopera-
tion, he said that Australia was
“very good” in the software sub-
sectors of mining and agri-busi- '
ness, while India had already built
“huge strengths” in some other
areas. Australia could tap India’s
expertise in "‘education software
and solutions” as an operational
IT area, he said.

Security for Olympics

On the issue of a secure envi-
ronment for the Sydney Olympics
beginning next week, the Austra-
lian High Commissioner said: “{
think it’s fair to say that every-
thing that could be reasonably
done to ensure the security of the
athletes and the population gen-
erally has been done”.

As for possible threats to the
Games from diverse quarters in-
cluding that of Osama bin Laden, .
Mr. Laurie noted that even terror-
ists could adopt ‘“creative ap-
proaches”. But “we (the
Australian authorities) believe
that every conceivable measure
has been taken" for the security of
the Games.
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Australia sign MoU
on IT sector

/ ndia,

X9-

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, SEPT. 6. The Indian and
Australian governments have con-
cluded negotiations on a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU)
on cooperation in the information
technology (IT) sector, the Austra-
lian High Commissioner, Mr. Rob
Lawrie, said here today.

Addressing the annual general
meeting of the Indo-Australian
Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Law-
rie said the MoU, to be signed dur-
ing the visit of the Australian
Minister for Trade in October,
would help establish a “business
network” for creating contact
points and facilitation mecha-
nisms.

The High Commissioner said IT
was among the areas where India
and Australia had complementar-
ities. The proposed network would
identify key industry leaders from
both sides who could act as facil-
itators for promotion of coopera-
tion in the IT industry.

Mr. Lawrie said contrary to the
image of Australia as a mainly
commodity and agriculture-based
economy, the reality was that the
services sector accounted for 64
per cent of the country’s gross do-
mestic product (GDP), while man-
ufacturing accounted for 12 per
cent and agriculture three per
cent. Information and communi-

cation sectors together contribut-
ed seven per cent to Australia’s
GDP. Thus Indo-Australian coop-
eration had sufficient scope in
“new economy’ sectors, besides
the traditional agricultural and
mining sectors.

Indian professionals had made a
“significant” contribution to solv-
ing the Y2K problem in Australian
establishments. The 11,000-strong
Indian student community in Aus-
tralian universities, covering “a
wide and very eclectic range of
specialisations”’, would help attack
the weakest point in bilateral eco-
nomic cooperation — mutual lack
of awareness about the econo-
mies.

The High Commissioner said
the synergy between the two econ-
omies was underlined by the fact
that Australia’s premier exports,
including textile raw material and
LNG and other fuel, could help
boost India’s” export production
substantially.

Representing the fifth fastest
growing economy as per QECD
(Organisation for Economic Coop-
eration and Development) statis-
tics, Australia’s investment
cooperation in India was expand-
ing to different sectors including
ports and shipping and IT. Simi-
larly, Indian companies were see-
ing more opportunities in

Australia. It was not an accident
that it was an Ingdian company
(Pentasoft) which was sponsoring
the first ever indooy cricket event
between Australia ahd South Afri-
ca, Mr. Lawrie said. He said the
two countries had scope for coop-
eration in the negotiations on agri-
culture under the World Trade
Organisation (WTQO). While the
agriculture policy announced re-
cently by India was a good “sign-
post”, it needed the right
“specifics’” to exploit India’s po-
tential fully.

Mr. M. K. Kumar, President of
the chamber, said India’s essential
strength lay in ‘‘people-related
skills” and this should be com-
bined with Australia’s strengths.
While joint production centres
could be located in India, the man-
agement control could be in Aus-
tralian cities with their focus on °
infrastructure and global market-
ing.

® CHENNAI: The Andhra Pradesh
based Ambica Group's Best West-
ern Ambica Empire hotel is plan-
ning to construct a convention
centre which can accornmodate
1,000 persons, a swimming pool
and Health club. The hotel located
in the city has completed one year
and had achieved an occupancy of
90 per cent rate till now. — Our
Staff Reporter.
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By C. Raja Mohan

* 7
NEW DELH!, JUL. 11. The Australian Prime Ministdr, Mr.
John Howard, ended his fence-mending missipn to
India today with a promise to inaugurate a\new
phase of bilateral engagement.

Addressing a press conference here after consul-
tations with the Indian leaders over the last two
days, Mr. Howard said “‘the time has come to put a
new vigour and energy into a relationship which has
often been taken for granted”. Mr. Howard’s visit
caps a sustained diplomatic effort by Australia to
revive Indo-Australian ties that went into a deep
freeze after India’s nuclear tests in May 1998.

Conceding that "the nuclear tests did impose a
strain”, Mr. Howard said that Australia had now de-

. cided to "move on* and not “allow any one issue to

f

i contaminate the whole relationship®.

Australia continued to believe that it would be a
“good idea” for India to sign the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), but was not pressing the
point too hard. The issue figured in Mr. Howard’s
talks with his Indian interlocutors, including the
Leader of Opposition, Ms. Sonia Gandhi. Mr. Ho-
ward told the press that he was aware of the Indian
“efforts to "develop a national consensus* on signing
the CTBT.

The situation in Fiji came up for a detailed con-
sideration in the talks between Mr. Howard and the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, on Mon-
day. Both leaders, according to a Foreign Office
spokesman, "'reaffirmed their faith in the need for a
democratic and non-racial political setup in Fiji".

Pressure on Fiji

On the Australian plans to impose economic
sanctions against Suva to encourage a return to the
rule of law, Mr. Howard said, ”’'We will continue to
exert pressure’ on Fiji.

Pointing to the very delicate’ situation in the
South Pacific island nation, Mr. Howard refused to
get drawn into a discussion of any specific actions

ard fo.runew vigour
in ties with India

against Fiji. He emphasised that both India and Aus-
tralia agreed that the immediate objective “is to get
the hostages out of the clutches of the rebels”, led by
Mr. George Speight.

The Foreign Office spokesman said that Mr. Ho-
ward did not raise the question of the growing at-

The Australian Prime Minister, Mr. John
Howard, during a press conference in New
Delhi on Tuesday. — AP

tacks on the Christian minority in India. But the
brutal murder of the Australian missionary, Graham
Staines, and his two sons last year did come up in
the talks between the two Prime Ministers.

The spokesman said the two leaders agreed that
the murder was "“a tragic crime and that the law was
taking its course, backed up by a strong and inde-
pendent judiciary’".
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Howard seeks India;s/help

to break US, EU barriers
ommamead VLT ot~ rpnion Gk S 5 5 messre o

NEW DELHI 11JULY

USTRALIAN PRI
AMinister John Howard o
Tuesday expressed will

ingness to join hands with IndiaV

for breaking down the protective
trade barriers put up by United
States and the European Union
(EU) in the respective markets.

“Both Australia and India are
interested in breaking down pro-
tective barriers put up by the EU
and US. We can have a joint
approach for this common
cause,” Mr Howard said in his
address to the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII).

“It has been a common com-
plaint of both India and Australia
that while a country cannot get
away from commitments made in
the areas of trade and industry, it
can get away from commitments
‘made in agricultural services,”
“Mr Howard said, adding that both

"é03tries were interested in a

enables trade in a fair and just
way.

While reduction in trade bar-
riers was necessary to get the
benefits of globalisation, criticism
from the domestic front was
inevitable. However, govern-
ments would have to push
through progressive reduction in
tariffs, he said.

Assuring India of help in its
developmental efforts, Mr
Howard said Australia was close
to finalising an A$18.5-million
programme over five years to
help India combat HIV/AIDS.
He added that Australia will give
further assistance to India’s
national calamity fund, which is
utilised for droughts and
cyclones.

“While India and Australia
have different viewpoints on for-
eign policy, the fact that India has
attracted the attention of some
Australian businessmen and

respect and recognition for
India’s place in the world econo-
my,” he said. ;

When asked about the politi- |
cal problems faced by Australia :
in their privatisation drive, Mr :
Howard said they had done well :
for themselves on that front. He i
said the government owned 50.1 :
per cent of Telstra, but wanted :
more private ownership of the
telecom firm. “We see no value at |
all in the government owning :
Telstra,” he said. Mr Howard i
said the present Australian gov- :
ernment was an “essential priva- :
tiser” and not “fanatical privatis-
er”. For instance, it would not :
privatise the post office in
Australia, he explained. i

Although Australia had not :
withdrawn its views regarding :
India’s nuclear tests, it wanted to :
strengthen its relationship with :
India, the differences not with- :
standing, he said. i

The Economic Time:



By C. Raja Mohan \AD . \4.7 i

NEW DELHI, JULY. 10. India and Australia today re-
viewed the current political situation in Fiji and
agreed to stay in close touch in finding ways to pro-
mote a return to constitutional rule there.

The latest developments in Fiji figured prominent-
ly in the discussions late this evening here between
the visiting Australian Prime Minister, Mr. John Ho-
ward, and Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee.

India and Australia had adopted a similar ap-
proach to the crisis in Fiji demanding the release of

hostages, and a return to rule of law under the 1997
" multi-racial constitution.

The two leaders agreed to closely monitog the de-
velopments over the next few days, in particular the
implementation of the accord between the military
and the rebel leader, Mr. George Speight, in the
South Pacific island nation.

The two leaders will consult each other in the
coming days with a view to developing an effective
international strategy to facilitate a return to demo-
cratic governance in Fiji.

Mr. Howard’s mission to New Delhi had a broader
objective of conveying the new political determina-

Delhi, Canberra review Fiji situation

tibn in Canberra to elevate bilateral relationship with
New Dethi.

Mr. Howard, who arrived here this morning, called
on the President, Mr. K. R. Narayanan, and the Vice
President, Mr. Krishan Kant. The External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, met Mr. Howard this
afternoon and had a round of consuitations on vari-
ous bilateral, regional and international issues.

The visiting Prime Minister and his Indian inter-
locutors agreed to put aside the recent bitterness
over nuclear issues, and committed themselves to a
productive engagement.

Although differences on the nuclear issue remain,
the two sides are now focused on building a more
broad-based relationship. Australia is keen to see
India sign the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, and
the Government informed Mr. Howard of its efforts
to build national consensus on the issue.

While the focus of Mr. Howard's interaction today
was on political issues, the emphasis tomorrow will
be on economic and commercial cooperation.

Mr. Howard will meet the Finance Minister, Mr.
Yashwant Sinha, the Commerce Minister, Mr. Mura-
soli Maran, and the Minister for Information Tech-
nology, Mr. Pramod Mahajan.




ndin, A

New Dethi (,, \’
10 JULY

X :
THE AUSTRALIAN Prlme l’
Minister, John Howard, who is|

on a two-day official visit, called f
on President K.R. Narayanan on
Monday. Ahead of his visit, Mr'

Howard had stated that his visit
‘| was aimed at improvin,
Australia’s economic and politi-
cal partnership with India.

Australia’s links with India
has grown considerably with the.
opening up of the Indian econo-
my. He said Australia recog-
nised India as an increasingly
important player in regional and :
international affairs, and would °
pursue an enhanced dialogue
with New Delhi on economic
and strategic issues of mutual
interest.

The two sides underscored
the potential for broader com-
mercial  cooperation  and
improved trade between India
and Australia,

Given the size of India’s
emerging market and the com-
plementarity between the two
economies, it was felt that there
were significant opportunities
for Australian companies inter-
ested in in India.,

— PTI

e I

GUESTS OF HONOUR BRING GOOD TIDINGS FOR ECONOMY, INTERNAI SECURITY

A BUSY DAY: Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee welcomes Australian Prime Minister John
Howard (left) and Thai foreign minister Surin Pitsuwan in New Delhi on Monday AFP
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y We should ‘move”on’: Howard

By P. S. Suryanarayana“\)/\

CANBERRA, JUNE 2¢. The Australian
Prime Minister, Mr. John Howard,
will seek to exchange views with
his Indian counterpart, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, in a conscious
endeavour to identify the “ex-
tent” of “a common ground” in
their “strategic outlook”” on world
affairs. The spotlight will be turn-
ed on the issues concerning the
Indian Ocean as also the inter-re-
lated regions. :

In an interview to The Hindu at
the Parliament House here on a
glorious ‘southern’ winter day
late last week, Mr. Howard said
his objective was to “‘move on”
with India on the bilateral front
without really having to “retreat”

from Aus-
tralia’s ear-
lier position
of taking a
dim view of
India’s nu-
clear tests
in 1998. Af-

; firming at
the same time that the nuclear
question ‘‘won’t be the main sub-
ject” during his talks with Mr. Vaj-
payee in New Delhi on July 10 and
11, Mr. Howard outlined his rea-
soning in a vocabulary of political
thought. According to him, In-
dia’s status as a sustained democ-
racy “is  something that
transcends” Canberra’s known
differences with New Delhi over
the Pokhran-II detonations. Aus-

tralia had, in 1998, drawn atten-
tion to its role in fast-forwarding
the international agenda in re-
gard to the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty as the context for con-
demning India’s action.

In Mr. Howard’s calculus for es-
tablishing a new and ‘‘vigorous”
economic and political partner-
ship with India at this stage, it “is
a little premature” still to “start
talking about formal understand-
ings”. He likened his new India-
related initiative to Australia’s
constant effort at finding com-
monalities in ties with the U.S.
despite the “‘points of violent dis-
agreement” in their bilateral and
multilateral interactions on trade
matters.

Text of interview: Page 14

THE HINDU
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<IN mAT WAS probably a badly timed visit,
coinciding with the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clin-
ton’s historic tour of India, the Australian For-
eign Minister, Mr. Alexander Downer, has tried
to revive bilateral relations. Ties with Australia,
as with some of the Western countries, took a
beating after the nuclear tests in May 1998. Af-
ter two years, Australia has perhaps realised
that it cannot afford to ignore an economy like
India’s. Its investors have got a feel of the mar-
ket and opportunities here and do not want to
miss the openings that the second generation of
reforms may throw up. Investors from Down
Under have already entered the port sector and
now taken a stake in a telecommunications
company. A number of projects in the power,
mines, environment and information technol-
ogy sectors are in the pipeline and may materi-
alise in the near future. Though last week may
not have been the best time for Mr. Downer to
visit India and meet up with the political lead-
ership, he has managed to accomplish quite a
lot during this trip. With the Commerce and
Industry Minister, Mr. Murasoli Maran, sched-
uled to lead a delegation to Australia next
month and also co-chair the Joint Commission
meeting, the time appears ripe to strengthen
economic cooperation.

Even four years ago Australia made a deter-
mined bid to provide a new focus to its ties with
Asia, by moving west of Southeast Asia and
forging a bond with India. Several Ministerial
visits have provided that focus and the private
sector from Down Under has taken a good look
at India and the opportunities it offers. Bilateral
trade has gained momentum. The two coun-
tries have been working together in various in-
ternational fora, notably the WTO, the
Commonwealth, Indian Ocean Rim and
ASEAN. They have common perceptions on
certain issues and agreed to disagree on others.
Mr. Downer’s endorsement of India’s position
of opposing the linking of labour and environ-
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mental standards to trade in the Wi% marks a
new appreciation of the concern of developing
economies. The failure of the WTO Ministerial
meeting in Seattle because of the lack of con-
sensus and the anxiety of countries such as Aus-
tralia to launch a new round of multilateral
negotiations under the WT'O may be responsib-
le for the understanding of these concerns.
Whatever the reason, if a majority of the indus-
trialised countries agree to keep these sensitive
issues out of the WTO and confine its agenda to
genuine trade issues, it may be able to show
better results. 0 ‘

During Mr. Downer '\ visit at least three key
areas for cooperation have been identified —
IT, telecommunications and defence. Australia
has agreed to revive its defence ties and cooper-
ation with New Delhi, after suspending these
programmes in the post-Pokhran phase. But it
is in IT and telecom that the Australians are
looking for partnership. Having missed the first
round of openings in the telecom sector, lead-
ing Australian firms must be eager to get a foot-
hold in the vast Indian market. Similarly,
sensing that Indian IT companies have spread
their wings to Southeast Asia, Canberra may be
hoping to create a web of joint ventures with
leading Indian software companies to tap into
the expanding Asia Pacific market. Some of the
new Indian IT companies may also welcome
Australian capital and a Sydney base to expand
their horizons. It may cut costs to operate out of
India and provide software solutions to the East
Asian and south Pacific markets too. Making
use of this renewed Australian interest, New
Delhi must seek Canberra’s support and coop-
eration in making the Indian Ocean Rim Associ-
ation for Regional Cooperation a success.
Except for the growth in its membership, not
much progress is being made in the forum. It
badly needs some focus, direction and lead-
ership, which India and Australia together can
provide.
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India, Au‘StraIia be

revival

By Olﬁpecid Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 23. India and
Australia today agreed to quickly
restore their relationship, affected
by the Pokhran nuclear tests and
planned a series of meetings to
push forward their multifaceted
ties.

Talks between the visiting Aus-
tralian Foreign Minister, Mr. Alex-
ander Downer, and the External
Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, saw both leaders stressing

_ the need for an improvement of

¢ the Indo-Australian relationship.
Mr. Singh pointed out that the In-
dian Ocean joins and not divides
the two countries.

Both leaders discussed in detail
the situation in the region. Mr.
Singh briefed Mr. Downer about
the visit to India by President Wa-
hid of Indonesia — a neighbour to
both countries. The visit of the

in
of ties-4 7\

U.S. President, Mr. Bill Ciinto
was also discussed. Mr. Dawner
expressed his horror aboul the
massacre of Sikhs in Jammu\ and
Kashmir while exchanging notes
on the subject of international
terrorism. Both countries today
expressed their keenness to ex-
pand economic ties. The Com-
merce Minister, Mr. Murasoli
Maran, will visit Australia next
month to participate in the meet-
ing of the Indo-Australian joint
commission. Mr. Singh was also
invited to visit Australia. The
dates of the visit will be fixed
through diplomatic channels.

Mr. Downer is expected to call
on the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B.
Vajpayee, and hold discussions
with the National Security Advis-
er, Mr. Brajesh Mishra. Both sides
today agreed in principle to re-
store their defence relationship.
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