sting, India’;
to withdraw

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, September 21

STUNG BY the criticism of its UN
Force Commander and pressure
from regional players, India has
decided to pull out its 3,059-strong
contingent from the 13,000-mem-
ber UN peacekeeping force in
Sierra Leone.

A spokesman for India’s UN
mission has been quoted as having
said: “We have decided to with-
draw from Sierra Leone as part of
a routine rotation out of the mis-
ston so as to give other member

,,\

A

from Sierra Leone’s diamond
deposits in a memo that was
apparently lcaked to two local
newspapers.

Highly placed Government
sources said the move to pullout
troops was taken at the highest
level yesterday.

The decision, according to the
military establishment, was taken
to pre-empt any move to replace
Gen Jetley. “It is a question of
national pride.” a highly placed
official said.

The move to withdraw its troops
also came as a surprisc to the

States a chance to participate in.,» defence establishment here as it

the mission”.

I'hie spokesman
denied that eriti-
cism of the mis-
sion it headed or
disputes between
the UN Force Commander, Major
General VK. Jetley, and his
Nigerian subordinates and other
officials played any part in the
decision.

However, at the heart of India’s
decision to pullout lies the fact
that Nigeria had publicly called
tor Gen Jetley’s ouster.

Nigeria’s Chiet of Army Staff
Major  General  Victor Malu
declared on September 7 that
Nigerian troops would refuse to
serve under Gen Jetley in the UN
mission in Sierra Leone {(UNAM-
SIL). -

The Nigerian Army Chief had
called for Gen Jetley's resignation
after he  reportedly accused
Nigerian officers of undermining
- the UN mission and profiting

Sierra Leone

Peace Mission

was in the midst of
adding more mus-
cle in the form of
troops and force
multipliers to the
Indian contingent
therc. It is understood that the
Indian contingent will remain in
Sierra Leone till the UN finds a
replacement.

The decision comes after Chief
of Army Staff General V.P. Malik
went on record saying that he
opposed “regional arrangements
in peacekeeping™ as this approach
creates a distinct handicap in con-
flict resolutions.

The Indian Army has pumped
some of its best troops. including
5/8 Gorkha Rifles and 18
Grenadiers, into peacckeeping
operations in that country. The
Indian Air Force inducted Mi-35
attack helicopters alopg with Mi-
17 and Chetak helicopters to push
the Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) rebels to a corner.
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Indian soldiers
ot arrive in
|7 Freetown

N DELHI, JUNE 30. Twenty-one
Indian peacekeepers, released by
Revolutionary  United  Front
(RUF) rebels at Pendembu, to-
Thight reached the Sierra Leonean
capital of Freetown to a hearty
welcome, Army sources said here.

The peacekeepers, including
two officers and a junior commis-
sioned officer, were flown from
Monrovia, capital of Liberia, by a
special United Nations aircraft
and were received at the Lungi
airport by the Indian envoy, Mr.
Neelam Dev, and Maj. Gen. V.X.
Jetley, Indian commander of the
U.N. mission in Sierra Leone.

“They were hale and hearty and
were jubilant on arrival at Lungi,”
the sources said. C? - R‘KM G,

After their releade yesterday,
the peacekeepers were trans-
ferred to Monrovia. The troops
would be debriefed and re- de-
ployed after they rejoin their unit.
The Indian peacekeepers had
been held in Pendembu near the
Liberian border since May.

The U.N. Secretary General, Mr.
Kofi Annan, welcomed the latest
release, acknowledging the role
that the Liberian President, Mr.
Charles Taylor, had played.

The RUF rebels are, however,
still surrounding 222 other Indian
peacekeepers and 11 military ob-
servers at nearby Kailahun, but
the U.N. does not consider them
hostages as they have not been
disarmed.

Liberia’s Defence Minister, Mr.
Daniel Chea, warned that any at-
tack on the rebels would compli-
cate efforts to secure a safe
passage for the surrounded pea-
cekeepers. — Reuters, PTI, UNI
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OAU summit:
PM’s envoy to
press for release
of Indian soldiers |

-

V]
HT Correspondent Q}(‘“
New Delhi, July 7 4

e

MR K.V. Rajan, a secretary in the
Ministry of External Affairs, will
be going as the Prime Minister's
special envoy to Lome where the
summit of the Organisation of
African Unity (OAU) nations
begins on Monday. His brief will
be to press for the release of the
224 Indian peacekeepers held
semi-hostage by Sierra Leone
rebels since May 2.

An Indian presence at the OAU
summit is expected to considerably
boost the diplomatic activity on
this sensitive issue, sources here
said. The United Nations
Secretary General, Mr Kofi
Annan, is also scheduled to be pre-
sent during the three-day meet in
the Togonese capital.

Sources also disclosed that the
size of the UN legion in Sierra
Leone may be increased soon. This
will necessitate a Lt-Gen taking
charge, superseding the Indian
Maj Gen Vijay Kumar Jaitly. Mr
Annan is known to be insisting on
an Indian chief despite W African
pressure that one of the ECOWAS
countries have the right to nomi-
nate a force commander. "But that
would mean a return to the ECO-
MORG situation which the UN
wants to avoid," says an official.

The release of 21 soldiers of the
5/8 Gorkha Regiment last week
with the help of Liberian president
Charles Taylor has reinforced the
belief that the remaining part of
the two-month crisis can be
resolved with multilateral pressure
on the Revolutionary United
Front. Mr Taylor was one of the
founders of the RUF and it was his
intervention which finally resulted
in the freeing of the Indians held in
Pendembu.

Mr Annan has already threat-
ened "stern action" if the 224 sur-
rounded in Kailahun are not
released latest by July 13 when
OAU summit concludes.” The UN
forces in Sierra Leone are already
sufficiently armed if Mr Annan
gives the signal for conversion of
the mandate from peace keeping
to peace enforcement — once that
green signal is given anything may |
happen", sources said.

Indian sentiment has been
bruised by disclosures that the
Pendenmbu 21 had been forced to
give up their arms and the RUF
stripped them off their uniforgs
before handihg them over to
Liberian authorities.

fuE INDUSTAN TINE.



Indian troops
rescued In yi

Sterra Leone
Freetémuly 15 g/‘wv

UN TROOPS today rescued all
220 Indian peacekeepers and 11
military observers trapped by
rebels inside a UN bage in eastern
Sierra Leone, a UN spokeswoman
said. Two Indian troops in the UN
force were slightly injured.

The 220 Indian soldiers, who had
been unable to leave the rebel-held
town of Kailahun since May, were
liberated and on their way by road
to the nearby town of Daru, said
spokeswoman Hirut Befecadu.

The 11 military observers, of var-
ious nationalities, were flown by
helicopter to Freetown.

The UN team took action after it
received word that rebels were
preventing the UN force in Sierra
Leone, known as Unamsil, from
sending the trapped peacekeepers
food or supplies.

"With a distress signal received
from (the detained troops in)
Kailahun, regarding the dling
food and medical stocks, there was
no alternative to a military option,"
the statement said. "The
Revolutionary  United Front
(RUF) illegal actions, which have
been universally condemned and
for which appeals had been made
by Unamsil for quick resolution,
yielded no results.”

Kailahun, which has served as the
rebels’ headquarters since they
launched the war in the early 1990s,
is about 320 km east of Freetown.

A UN official speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity said the convoy
remained wary of a possible
ambush on the road to Daruy, a dirt
track through rain forest con-
trolled by the rebels.

The UN rescue team consisted of
troops from Ghana, India and
Nigeria. UN force commander
Maj. Gen. Vijay Jetley oversaw the
mission from a UN base in Daru, a
UN statement said.
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Indla to keep peace

N
HT Correspondent C(
New Delf, July 16 “{

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister
Jaswant Singh told mediapersons
today that India will continue to
be a part of the peace keeping
mission in Sierra Leone but had
no intentions of getting the
UN  mandate chmged from
“peace

, enforcement”.

" militaty dfser

- Yesgerday, 220 troops and 11
ers were extricated
‘from the” encirclement of the
heavily-armed RUF  rebels
at Kailahun in a brilliantly
planned and executed military
operation,

UN Force Commander Major

General VK. Jetly, in “Operation
Kukhri”, used superior military
tactics and awesome air power to
outwit the RUF rebels.

According to Lt-General Nirmal
Chander  Vij,
Director
General Military
Operations
(India), the
UNAMSIL used
Indian Air Force
Mi-35  attack
helicopters to

attack  RUF
positions. He
said that the

RUF have been
hit hard with
three of its rein-

‘7<arrying vehicles

destroyed a\Manowa Ferry.
said the Indian
vered eight light
seven rocket
launchers and
a  truckload
of ammunition
abandoned
by the RUF
in Pendembu.
Two Indian
one tonne vehi-
cles, which
had been taken
by the RUF
were  recov-
ered.

The two
Indian soldiers

troops have ri

machine guns,

ot enforée it: Jaswant

who sustained shrapnel injuries in
yesterday’s commando operations
have been admitted to hospital.
RUF's collateral losses are not
known.

Jaswant Singh said that use of
the military option at Kailahun
had become unavoidable
after  extensive  diplomatic
efforts by the United Nations and
India and the political initiatives
at the highest level had been
exhausted.

The External Affairs Minister
complemented the Indian Force
Commander for successfully
carrying out the operations in
Sierra Leone and thanked a
umber of other countries for able
support.
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India will not pull troops out of
Sierra Leone, says Jaswant Singh

NEW DELHI: A day after the evacuation of 221 Indi-
an peace-keepers in Sierra Leone,
who spent ten weeks as captives of
the Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) rebels, external affairs minis-
ter Jaswant Singh ruled out that India
would withdraw from the UN peace-
keepipg operations in the 'leand na-
tion. ({1 \

“Of course, we ard conti uing,” Mr
Singh told reporters when asked
Jaswant Singh .y, ciher India would rethink on per-
sisting with its troops in Sierra Leone.

Two Indian para commandos sustained shrapnel in-
juries and were immediately evacuated, director-gen-
eral of military operations (DGMO) Lt Gen N.C. Vij
said and added that the RUF, which put up stiff resis-
tance, suffered a number of casualties.

Indian troops seized one medium mach}n
light machine guns, seven rocket launchers
truck load of ammunition abandoned by the RUF at
Pendembu. As part of the effective air operatio
an attack helicopters destroyed three RUF vehicles
carrying reinforcements at Manowa ferry.

“Our resolve to contribute to the UN operations is
not diluted in any manner,” Mr Singh said while ob-
serving that the Indian troops had faced difficult situa-
tions as part of UN peace-keeping missions but this
had not acted as a “deterrent”.

Asked whether India favoured a change in the UN
mandate to arm troops with “peace enforcement”
powers, Mr Singh observed that the “whole operation
of UN peacekeeping is becoming more complex.”

He hoped the issue would be examined by UN mem-
ber states at the forthcoming millennium summit.

Mr Singh said the Indian troops were “extricated”

from Kailahun in a brilliantly planned and executed
military operation mcknamedp Operation “Khukri”
during the last 36 hours. The troops have now been
moved to Daru.

With-extensive diplomatic efforts by the UN and In-
dia, and political initiatives at the highest level to per-
suade the RUF to lift the siege being unsuccessful, the
use of force to secure the freedom of movement of
UNAMSIL peacekeepers became unavoidable, he
said. The go ahead for the military option was given by
UN secretary-general Kofi Annan and the UN depart-
ment of peace-keeping operations.

The military operations, which commenced at 6 a.m
on July 15, were personally supervised by UNAMSIL
force commander major general VK. Jetley from
Daru, Mr Singh said.

Terming the operation a “complex” one, Mr Smgh
said it had involved securing a link between the
columns from Daru and Kailahun at a mid-way place
in Pendembu.

Explaining the situation, Mr Singh said the total dis-
tance was approximately 72 km and the RUF had over
1,000 rebels in the area, with Pendembu being its
brigade headquarters.

The DGMO said the operation was planned in two
phases. The first phase, undertaken on July 13 and 14,
was the preparatory stage to establish an air and logis-
tics base at Kenema and build reserves of 18 grenadiers
at Daru. The second phase, which commenced on Sat-
urday, involved dropping heliborne troops at three
places to get control of the Daru-Kailahun road.

About 300 troops were helidropped at the Indian air
force helicopters at Kenema, Geihun and Three
Bridges area. The returnipg helicopters also picked up
military observers angg€rtain troops in their flights, Lt
Gen Vij said. rm
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“Fernandes t&'meet
Slerra peacekeepers

o0 'K

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, July 18. — The
defence minister is visiting
Sierra Leone to meet the mem-
bers of the largely-Indian UN
peacekeeping mission and com-
pliment them on their success
over the weekend. The siege of
over 200 Indian soldiers had
been broken by Operation
Khukri.

Mr George Fernandes, who
left here tonight, is scheduled
to spend a couple of days in
Sierra Leone and interact with
the constituents of UNAMSIL
who have been through
extremely difficult times while
trying to bring peace to the
troubled nation. He will be
accompanied by senior Army
and Air Force officers.

The defence minister had yes-
terday landed the conduct of
the rescue operatign. In a mes-
sage to Major General VK
Jetley, who commands the UN
force. ke said the Operation
EKnukri was “unavoidable” and
necessary to “uphold the image
of UNAMSIL and its con-
stituents.”

“Despite all political and
diplomatic efforts the RUF had
refused to follow the path of
reason,” Mr Fernandes said.
He lauded their action as “a
classical land-air operation
with brilliant planning and

equally deci l’e execution.”

“The fact that most of the con-
stituents were from India
made this operation even more
important and critical from the
point of view of the prestige of
the country in general and the
armed forces in particular,” the
minister observed.

The body of the Indian soldier

who died in the operation is
expected to be brought here
tomorrow. Havildar Krishan
Kumar, a driver, had been hit
by gunfire while transporting
the rescued troops to a safer
place.
Annan’s praise: The UN sec-
retary general, Mr Kofi Annan,
today praised Maj-Gen Jetley
and his contingent for leading
an “effective, highly efficient |
and professional operation” in
rescuing 233 peacekeepers sur-
rounded by rebels for the past
10 weeks, PTI adds from
UNHQ.

“The courage and remarkable
discipline and determination
displayed by all bring credit to
them, their countries and to
the UN”, Mr Annan said. The
fact that peacekeepers were
able to bring all their weapons,
vehicles and other essential
equipment with them was an
added cause for satisfaction.

The American and British
ambassadors had alse support-
ed the operation.

TYE STATESHA




\A\Indmn troons ready for newg \/

ac\”’f" missions in Sierra Leone -~

By Atul Aneja

FREETOWN, JuLy 27. After successfully
freeing Indian peacekeepers in eastern
Sierra Leone, Indian para-comman-
dos are bracing themselves for new
missions.

With the U.N. Assistance Mission in
Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) determined
to use force, if necessary, to bring the
warring factions to the negotiating ta-
ble, increasing involvement of special
forces in the coming days could not be
ruled out. With inclement weather and
a treacherous jungle terrain hamper-
ing movement of ground troops, the
UNAMSIL forces are launching aerial
missions increasingly.

The para-commandos, who are pre-
paring for a conventional assault, are
training hard. Two months after they
were airlifted from the Kashmir valley
and hastily inducted without pass-
ports, they are now better acquainted
with the jungle terrain. “We did not
initially understand the vegetation
here. This was a big drawback as we
are trained to live off the land,” said
Maj. Harinder Sood, who heads a
company of Special Forces belonging
to 2 Paras. The network for acquiring
detailed field intelligence is now near-
ly in place. Besides, the forces are now
better acquainted with local condi-
tions, including language and social
customs.

The biggest asset of the Special
Forces is their high morale. The preci-
sion strike to free the encircled Indian
forces in Kailahun during ““‘Operation
Khukri” on July 15, without any major
loss, has contributed to this. Their task
during the operation was to quickly
land by helicopter, and secure a corri-
dor through Kailahun town along
which the 221 encircled peacekeepers
could be extricated.

A British Chinook helicopter, which
had night flying capabilities, landed 34
commandos in Kailahun while six
were disembarked close to the com-
plex of houses where the peacekeepers
were lodged. Eleven military observers
who had been living in this complex
for the last two months were airlifted
to safety within minutes. The rest of
the encircled forces, belonging mainly
to the 5/8 Gorkha Rifles, which had
been informed of the rescue mission
at the last-minute, meanwhile loaded

the 16 vehicles in their possession with
essential “war materials” including
ammunition. Within half-an-hour, the
over 200-strong convoy was on its
way, led by 6 para-commodos on foot.

Meanwhile, the remaining com-
mandos, apprehending a RUF attack,
set up ambushes at key points to se-
cure a corridor till the main square of
Kailahun. A second Chinook helicop-
ter dropped another 38 commandos at
Jimila, about two km short of Kaila-
hun's main square. This force ad-
vanced rapidly and linked up with the
convoy which was already moving at
this junction. In the absence of attack
helicopter support, a decision was tak-
en to rapidly advance on foot towards
Geihun. The troops, now chased by
the RUF, who fired rocket propelled
grenades, marched at a furious pace to
reach Geihun by 10.30 a.m, where they
were met by the UNAMSIL force com-
mander, Maj. Gen. V.K. Jetley. By this
time, around a 100 paratroopers from
the 18 Grenadiers had been dropped
close to Geihun.

With the forces beefed up after a

link-up at Geihun, the column now
headed for the rebel stronghold of
Pendembu, further south. Pendmebu,
meanwhile, was attacked by Gorkha
troops, who had advanced from their
battalion headquarters at Daru. By
6.30 p.m., the column reached Pen-
dembu and linked up with the Gork-
has. The Special Forces thereafter
undertook mopping operations in-
volving house-to-house searches for
rebels for the next four hours. The next
morning, IAF helicopters airlifted
around 350 people to safety in Daru,
while the remaining party made its
way by road.

Accordmg to Maj. Sood, this oper-
ation ensured that the shell-shocked
RUF cadres were denied reinforce-
ments. Artilery and helicopter gun-
ship attacked the Monowa Ferrya
junction from where RUF reinforce-
ments could arrive. Simultaneously,
attacks were launched towards Buedo,
northeast of Kailahun and the Tongo
diamond mining area, another impor-
tant base of the RUF to ensure that
their diversion was complete
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400 Indians

encircled

Sierra
s s 9 A

: HE SIERRA Leone crisis
I got murkier today amid
reports of 400 more Indian
soldiers attached to the UN peace
mission for the civil war-ravaged
west African nation being “sur-
rounded” by Revolutionary United
Front rebels. The incident occur-
red in the eastern part of the coun-
try near Kalahum town and the
troops belonged to the 5/8 Gorkha
Regiment.
This takes the total numb
Indian troops rendered ineffdctive
for UN duty to 623. But Defence
Headquarters , prior to the Jatest
development, admitted to oxfly 23
soldiers of the same regiment
being held “hostage”. The remain-
ing 200 being held on the Sierra
Leone-Liberia border, in official
view, are "not non-operational” as
they have not been disarmed. But
the fact remains that they are inef-
fective for all intents and purposes.
India has 1,612 soldiers of the 5/8
Grenadiers and 1,500 of the 18
Grenadiers apart from elements
" drawn from Assam Rifles, mecha-
nised infantry and other compo-
nents in the west African country.
This is part of the estimated 13,000
UN force posted in the country
under the overall charge of Major-
General V. K. Jaitly.

Sources here described the latest
incident as part of a series of mili-
tary-diplomatic blows rained on
India. Over the past month, a
clutch of African nations, led by

Leone

0

Nigeria, have spoken out against
the command of Maj. Gen. Jaitly.
They want him replaced by an offi-
cer from the region. On May 27,
the 16-country Economic
Cooperation Organisation of West
African States (ECOWAS) passed
a resolution demanding his
removal.

Zambia's President Fredrick
Chiluba yesterday lashed out at the
Indian general, holding him
responsible for a detachment of his
soldiers being taken hostage.
Addressing a prayer service for the
soldiers in Lusaka, the President
alleged that Gen Jaitly had sent
the Zambians into hostile territory
without logistical support.

The Indian response to this
varies between the cryptic and the
limpid. While upholding its com-
mitment to the UN and ruling out
any question of withdrawal in the
face of opposition, diplomatic
moves to persuade the west
African Governments of the
importance of prudence at this
critical juncture have obviously
come to nought.

India has downplayed the extent
of the damage to troop morale by
the RUF's month-long hostage
drama. It considers only 23 soldiers
of the 5/8 Gorkhas as "non-opera-
tional” because they have been dis-
armed. The two company garrison
being held on the border with
Liberia are being allowed to keep
their weapons and armed person-
nel carriers..But they are effective-
ly encircled by armed RUF militia
rendering them ineffective.



DELHI, JUNE7

' peace-
‘keeping soldiers, detained by rebel
miltiamen innogthern SierraLeone - -

for the past nine weeks, appeared
_ immirient today as theywere shifted,
by their captors to border with
11’bena,aooordmgtoreporlsread1-
, ing Aryh
The soldiers, who were de-
tamedatKlyvabytherebechvo-
Iutionary United Front (RUF) mili-
tiamen, have been taken to near the
border townof Pendembu. :
! “These soldiers are fully armed
and are being provided regular

food supplies from their base loca-

tion at Daru” an Army
spokesman here said.

The move of the 23 Indian
_hostages comes even as reports
said that two companies, of the

. Issa Sesay in the Kailainin sector
. mander that his forces hisd no “uni-

According to  UNASMIL, :
sources, thc dlm of Indian
Estiaiey
peammbemlmewnhwhd ]

catfier”” Elaborating, they said |
that the RUF, whenever. they |
wamedtorehmﬂnm
moved them to Pendembu before
rdemagﬂlemmeemnml

AnAmny spokesman here
that top RUF Comnuinder, Bm

had assured the Com-

mosity with UNASMthca” .
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Delhi haze over state of troo

6Q/\
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 7. — The
government today couldn’t
come out with a clear state-
ment on the condition of Indian
troops in Kailahun, Sierra
Leone, though it denied reports
that 400 India soldiers were
surrounded by Revolutionary
United Front fighters.

The defence and external
affairs ministries said 213
Indian soldiers of two compa-
nies of a Gurkha battalion and
11 military observers of other
nationglities were in a “stand-
off” position with the RUF at
Kailahun. Only 23 Indian sol-
diers, the government said,
were detained at Pendembu.

% ) gl
But the government didn’t 'now the government has to

xplain what the “stand-off”

as and gave no information
ok the condition of the troops.

Unofficially, the Army said
there was no stand-off at all.
UNAMSIL spokesman, Lt-Col
d Sandhu, was quoted as hav-
ing said yesterday that the two
companies had been surround-
ed. The external affairs min-
istry spokesman said he was
not aware of any such report.

DGMO: The Director-General
of Military Operations, Lt-Gen
NC Vij, may visit Freetown in
Sierra Leone soon, senior offi-
cials said today.

The plan to send Lt-Gen Vij
was made a few days ago and

clear it. The DGMO would be
one of the first senior lieu-
tenant-generals to visit a
“frontline” area. Senior officials
confirmed his trip but didn’t
say when he would leave.

Apart from the stand-off and
detention from May 3, the
major problem for Indian Army
officers in Sierra Leone is the
lack of coordination between
various military personnel in
the region. The Indians have
British and Nigerians troops
for company.

The Indians are part of the
UN but the British and
Nigerians are on their own and
often their agenda differs. The
Nigerians are reinforcing their

nE el Raak i nd ¥ I
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position and two-of three of
their battalions (each has 800
men) are moving in. Officials
said they have considerably
more clout, for the USA sees
them as the regional power.

The “independent” position of
the British and Nigerians has
created operational difficulties.
Lt-Gen Vij’s trip may help ease
the problems.

Why was such a large contin-
gent of Indian troops sent to
war-torn Sierra Leone? An offi-
cial said “collective” security
was the major issue of the
times. India wants a perma-
nent seat in the UN Security
Council and a forceful presence
would help buttress th
demand he said.
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-S Leone rebels set
terms for freeing

Indian soldiers

10 )b
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE W o ab - '\
RPwWCA

NEW DELHI, June 10. — There has been no change in the situa-
tion of the 21 Indian soldiers taken hostage by the RUF in Sierra
Leone in Pendembu on Thursday. The 213 Indian soldiers in the
stand-off in Kailahun also continue to be cut off with the surface
access blocked and all surface roads and the hinterland in the
control of the RUF.

In return for the release of the 21 hostages, the RUF has
demanded the implementation of the ECOWAS mandate, the
release of Foday Sankoh and all RUF personnel and a revisitation
of the Lome peace accord.

Asserting that it was the primary responsibility of the UN to
secure the release of the soldiers who were part of a UN peace-
keeping force, the external affairs spokesman said India was not
going to engage with anyone in negotiating demands. Asked
about the steps taken by the UN and whether India was satisfied
with them, the spokesman said the UN had so far issued state-
ments. India could only hope that the action taken would be cali-
brated in a way that would achieve the objectives. “We hope there
will be further intensive efforts,” he said. '

The spokesman said the Indian delegation, which had arrived in
Sierra Leone day before, had met the President of Sierra Leone,
the special representative and the special adviser of the UN
Secretary General, the heads of diplomatic missions and others.
The DGMO was expected to move to Daru in South East Sierra
Leone soon. Contact was also being maintained with the RUF
field commanders he said. Asked whether the issue was being
taken up at the political level, the spokesman said India was in
touch diplomatically with the relevant countries and would have
to tailor its action in a manner consistent with the objective of
getting the hostage soldiers released.

] “%et us not forget that the UN has primary responsibility,” he
said.
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9\\ Indian dlplomatlc W
“effort in Sierra Leone

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 10. The 21 [ndian
soldiers continue to be held hos-
lage in Sierra Leone, even as New
Delhi has launched a feverish dip-
lomatic exercise to get them re-
leased.

' The [xternal Affairs Ministry
spokesman today said the five de-
mands raised by the Sierra Le-
one’s Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) for the release of the sol-
diers were non-negotiable. India
was looking for United Nations
activism to get the hostages re-
leased as the soldiers were func-
tioning under the U.N. flag.

India has also initiated a major
diplomatic effort, engaging key
players who can influence the
RUF. These countries include the
United States, which has active
contacts with the Liberian lead-
ership, known to be closely linked
to the RUF leader, Foday Sankoh.
His release is one of the key de-
mands of the RUF.

The spokesman said the Indian
response to the crisis was being
calibrated to the developments
on the ground as well as to the
international response.

Meanwhile, the visiting Indian
official team in Sierra Leone has
met a wide cross-section of peo-
ple who can influence the devel-
opments in the country. ft
includes the representative of the
U.N. Secretary-General, the Presi-

dent of Sierra Leone, Mr. Ahmed
Tejan Kabbah, who is also the De-

fence Minister. 9 A Cany
Kofi Annan warns rebels
In a related development, the
U.N. Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi
Annan, has warned the hostage-
takers that they are committing a
“serious crime”’ for which they
would be held accountable. In a
statement, Mr. Annan said he was
concerned at the detention of the
U.N. staff in Kailahun and Pen-
dembu, not far from the border
with Liberia. Mr. Annan has par-
ticularly called upon the Liberian
President, Mr. Charles Taylor, to
exert his influence to get the Indi-
an soldiers released without fur-

ther delay
A
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PM plea to Nigeria

Mr AB Vajpayee has had?(q

STATESMAN NEWS ssnwcﬁ W

NEW DELHI, June 11. — The
Prime Minister has personally
taken an initiative to secure
the release of 21 Indian sol-
diers held hostage in Sierra
Leone. He requested the Nig-
erian President over the phone
today to use his influence in
the region to free the soldiers.

The government has been
saying for the past few days
that the it is the UN’s responsi-
bility to secure their release
since they were under its man-
date.

This argument has presum-
ably worn thin with no sign of
progress in the affair, so that

)

step in. The Nigerian leader
Mr Olugesun Obasanjo,
promised to make every effort
to ensure the Indian soldiers’
release, the external affairs
ministry said. He said he
would get in touch with other

N Editorial: Take Liberia
too, page 6

regional leaders as well.

India has been in touch with
several countries in the region,
as well as the USA and UK,
through diplomatic channels in
the past few weeks. But high-
leve! political efforts have been
initiated only now to get the
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on hostages

soldiers freed. }

The 21 soldiers wefe taken
hostage on Thursday when the
RUF disarmed them, present-
ing four demands as a condi-
tion for their release. The
hostages were held first at
Kuivah and then the RUF
brigade headgquarters at
Pendembu.

A four member delegatio
from the defence and foreign
ministries, Army and Air Fore
is in Sierra Leone. But its brief

.is to examine all aspects of

Indian presence in the country.

The UN confirmed in Free
Town today that the 21 soldiers
are still in rebel custody, adds
AFP.




Jndian peac
somn oot NV A

NEARLY SIX weeks have lapsed since \giag

rebel forces in Sierra Leone took about 253 UN
peacekeepers, including 245 Indian soldiers,
tive. But there is little sympathy from the world
community - the incident is treated as a footnote
in the reams of official and semi-official analyses
on the civil war in the West African country. The
Indian Government too is downplaying the seri-
ousness of the situation.

Today, Prime Minister A B Vajpayee is learnt to
have telephoned Nigerian President General
Olusegun Obasanjo and managed to secure an
assurance from him that he would get in touch
with other ECOWAS leaders so that 21 soldiers
including two officers of the 5/8 Gorkha Rifles
held as "hostages" in Pendembu are released.

However, nothing was said about the 231 oth-
ers, including some observers of undisclosed

¢

(4
nat%nm who are held semi-hostage -- a

description still vehemently denied by official
sources -- in Kailahum. Even the UN Mission for
Sierra Leone spokesman has admitted in inter-
views that their situation is serious, The Indian
Government, after much humming and hawing
over the past five weeks, said last week that
though the "hostages” are still armed and receiv-

News Analysis

L
ing rations, they are cut off by armed militia, most
probably by the Revolutionary United Front.

The international Press' apathy to the plight of
the Indians can be understood. After all, in the
absence of any hue and cry raised by she Indian
Government and the media, what can possibly be
their interest in highlighting the Indians' ordeal.
Besides, there is a tendency to belittle the South
Asian regiments now engaged in the futile peace-

ekeeyé(s get a rough deal

keeping. The western Press hints that the Indians,
Bangladeshis and Nepalese troops were there to
make some extra money and, implicitly, walked
into this adventure.

If the Indian Government had done a brief
reconnaissance before committing its crack
troops -- who include the 18 Grenadiers of Tiger
Hill fame -- they may have second thoughts. It
should have been clear from the start that the
task in Sierra Leone was not one of keeping
peace that did not exist, but actually enforcing
peace on reluctant parties.

The weak-kneed Indian official response uses
the country's unstilted faith in the UN mandate as
a prop. The External Affairs Ministry spokesman
harped tirelessly throughout last week that India
decided to send some 3,000 troops and observers
to the hopelessly complex place out of a seething
desire to uphold peace. But in the process the
Indians are getting regarded as something
between babes in the woods and mercenaries.

THE HINDUSTAN Th .
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Jetley warns Slerra

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 12. — Major-General
VK Jetley, who commands the UNAMSIL
has warned rebels in Sierra Leone that he
would initiate “all the necessary action” to
safeguard his troops.

He has accused the Revolutionary United
Front of violating the Lome peace accord
by detaining 21 soldiers and restricting
another 234. In a statement issued yester-
day he warned that any harm to the troops
would have serious consequences for which
the RUF would be responsible.

The warning from Maj-Gen Jetley is sig-
nificant because the UN force may be com-
pelled by circumstances to shed its neu-

trality and engage with the RUF to protect
its o TOODS. »

Th1 would also increase the sta;s on the
Indian soldiers who have already been
under pressure because of the refusal of
some other contingents to obey the UN
Force commander’s orders.

(Local commanders of Sierra Leonean
rebels holding 21 Indian UN peacekeepers
say the captives’ future is out of their con-
trol, a UN spokesman said today, adds
AFP from Freetown. “The RUF comman-
ders inform our people that the 21 are safe
and well, but their release is now beyond
the control of the local commanders, it’s
being handled at a higher level,” the
spokesman, Mr David Wimhurst, said.)

Asked what the major-general’s state-
ment implied about the mandate of the
troops, the foreign ministry spokesman
here said the UNAMSIL’s mandate, from

cbels over hostages

Chapter VI, under which the troops were
functioning, also provided for action under
parts of Chapter VII in certain circum-
stances.

Maj-Gen Jetley asserted that the UNAM-

SIL would remain impartial but added
that the security of troops was his prime
responsibility.
DGMO expected back: Lt-Gen NC Vij,
DGMO, who went to Sierra Leone last
week, is expected to return soon. On his
way back, he will meet British military
officers in London to discuss “coordination
issues”.

Lt-Gen Vij went to Free Town after prob-
lems of interaction arose between Indian
peacekeepers and British and Nigerian

* forces that were not part of the UN peace-

keeping force.
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UN tag shackles GenJetley

Shishir Gupta \/ \

New Deihi, June 15

THE PEACEKEEPERS in Sierra Leone
are armed to the teeth, yet virtually crowd-
ed out by a host of diplomatic initiatives by
countries operating with or without the
UN mandate in that civil war ravaged West
African country.

Highly placed Government sources said
despite having flown in three Mi-35 attack
helicopters, three 105 mm field guns and
120 mm mortars with long range shells
over a fortnight ago, the Force
Commander, Major Gen V K Jetley is still
awaiting authorisation from the UN to use
them. The reason apparently is that
artillery cannot be used in such operations,
the mandate being peacekeeping and not
peace enforcement.

The Mi-35 helicopters are currently aw-
aiting clearance at Hastings, south of
Lungi airport, after having being tested for
airworthiness, These aircraft were ear-
marked for patrolling Government-held
areas and to deter the RUF rebels, The
IAF's Mi-8 and Cheetah helicopters, on
the other hand, have flown around 350 sor-
ties, their operations confined to dropping
food sup lies and evacuation of casualties,

Regardless of the Ministry of External
Affairs's cautious optimism, the ground sit-
uation in Sierra Leone, these sources said,
is that of confusion with Gen Jetley having
to route through the UN and other foreign
interlocutors even basic queries about the
safety of Indian troops held hostage by the
RUE

It is understood that during discussions
with top UN officials, the Indian team led

by DGMO Lt Gen Nirmal Cha der Vij,

keepers had impressed upon the tisi
Indian delegation that the UN should play
a more pro-active diplomatic role to make
the warring factions stick to the provisions
of the Lome Accord.

Efforts stepped up to

secure soldiers’ release

INDIA ON Thursday stepped up
' diplomatic efforts to secure the release
of 21 Indian peacekecpers being held
hostage by :rebels of Revolytionary
Umted Front (R é UF) in Sierra Leone,
| even as UN ecretary General Kofi
‘Annan asked West A v, an countries

to assist in ending the ....passe,
An’ External = Affairs - Ministry
okesman claimed thers was no hin-
rance to the supply of rations to-the’
21 hostages in Pendembu asalso to 213
Indian soldiers-in Kailahun where the

stand-off with RUF continuu.
HTC, New Delhi

The Indian team and the UN officials
have had extensive discussions at the UN
Headquarters on the conduct of peace-
keepnixlg operations in the hostage issue,
Gen Vij and his colleagues also met the
UN Under Secretary General for
Peacekeeping, Bernard Miyet, and several
other officials of this department.,

It is believed that with the Indian diplo-
macy virtually taking a ackseat,
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Jetley finds his hands tied militarily and
diplomatically he is at the mercy of coun-
tries such as the United Kingdom, Nigeria
and the United States. It is the UN and
these countries that are talking to the RUF
for the release of the detained 21 Indian
peacekeepers at Pedembu.

The Indian force profile in Sierra Leone
comprises two battalions. of crack 5/8
Gorkha Rifles, the famed 18 Grenadiers,
two mechanised companies with 14-16
armoured personnel carriers (APCs), a
composite artillery unit and other ele-
ments, They showed their might earlier
this month when the 400-strong Indian
contingent equipped with APCs took con-
trol of the Rogberl junction.

The UN had deserted this position after
it came under attack from the RUF rebels.
When the rebels opened fire at the Indian
contingent with rocket propelled grenades,
the famed 18 Grenadiers scattered them
with heavy machine gun fi-e,

The problem is that Gen Jetley has been
told to restrict himself to the peacekeeping
mandate even at times when the security of
his trogys is involved, Although the Indian
Force Commander's credentials as a leader
have been questioned time and again b¥u
number of organisations, he eamed
spurs in Operation Bahadur in Siachen as
a Brigade Commander and as the GOC,
11 division. The: military establishment
here feels that Gen Jetley'should be taken
into confidence about all diplomatic initia-
tives to ensure the success of peacekeepin,
operations in Sierra Leone. The U
should pressurise the RUF rather than
leaving it to the Force Commander to
threaten the rebels.



/I»rﬁian hostages

1n Sierra Leone
N ~ 10

moved ¢!
UNHQ, June 24. — ’I% 'y
Indian peacekeepers detained
by the Revolutionary United
Front in Sierra Leone have
been shifted to a Red Cross
compound at Pendembu, the

UNO has said.

No other details were avail-
able and it was mnot clear
whether the change of location
would lead to the soldiers’
release. Liberian President Mr
Charles Taylor has been trying
to secure their release.

The condition of the remain-
ing 222 Indian peacekeepers
and 11 military observers sur-
rounded by RUF at Kailahun
has not changed. RUF det-
ained the 20 soldiers early this
month, while the others were
taken captive in May. — PTI
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‘India talks tough

Udayan Namboodirl N p \

New Delhi, June 28 \Z\f N

T

A "SLUR campaign" aimed at removing Major General
V K Jaitly from the command of the 13,000 stron

United Nations Mission for Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL
is allegedly being waged by the ECOWAS group and
elements of the Sierra Leonese media.

Sources here say India will not tolerate interference
in this matter and would pull out its entire force of two
battalions and support groups if the UN succumbs to
pressure from those wanting the Indian commander to
be replaced.

Subtle moves like increasing the size of the UNAM-
SIL contingent to facilitate Maj Gen Jaitly's replace-
ment by a Lieutenant General of African nationality
are reported to be sponsored by the ECOWAS group.
It is learnt that Foreign Ministers of this coalition last
week met the UN authorities in New York and submit-

on Sierra lL_eone

ted such a proposal. /1( y\v

Though official reaction was ot ava\jahé) India has
made it clear that should Maj Gen Jaitl\\be/superceded
in natural outcome of an increase in the 'peacekeeping
goac'e's strength, the superior officer should also be an

ndian.

Almost the entire ECOWAS grouping wants Maj
Gen Jaitly removed, The Nigerian Government, which
has contributed more than 3,000 troops to UNAMSIL,
feels the command should go to it. The Zambian
Government has criticised the Indian commander in
the past.

India feels the criticism is based on loose foundations.
"It is always difficult commanding a multinational force
because different armies have different traditions and
values," sources here said.

According to them, Maj Gen Jaitly has been attacked
unfairly for ordering troops into conflict situations they
are not oriented to act in.
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seek

JOHANNESBURG, APRIL 8. 2 South
African Government and cricket
establishment today reacted
sharply to the manner in which
the Delhi police handled the al-
leged match-fixing scandal in
which five ot its players have been
named. The Government said it
would contact Indian authorities
to voice its concern.

The Foreign Minister. Mr. Aziz
Pahad, had given an assurance
that the government “would seek
an explanation for reports that
players’ telephones were tapped
while they were on an official
cricket tour of India”, the UCBSA
spokesperson, Mr. Bronwyn Wil-
kinson, said in a staicment.

The Government

would also

. seek an explanation {rom their In-

dian counterpants “regarding the

process by which the allegations
. against the plavers were ymade

public”.

Cronje denies charges
Farlier, captain Hansie Uronje

 vehemently denied the charges o!

match fixing made on I'ride
the Dethi police saying they
“without  substance”™. !
stunned,” he said in a statement
distributed by the UCBSA.

“The allegations are completely
without substance. [ have been
privileged to play for South Africa

Posince 1992 and | want to assure

every South)ﬁrﬂ:an that T have

ik

South Africa to

_Match-fixing:

lea s explanation

under cloud

Hansie Cronje...

made a 100 per cent effort to win
every match that I have played.”

“1t has been an honour to play
for South Africa and I would never
do anything to let my country
down.” — AFP

More character
tumble in

By Sutirtho Patronobis

NEW DELHI, APRIL 8. Shady charac-
ters from the underworld, a
“failed film actor”, dubious non-
resident  Indians, mercenary
cricketers  and  manipulative
bookies — all of them seem to
have wanted their share of the
rich pie of match-fixing and be-

tting in cricket judging by police /

investigations here. The inte/r?/
e S

gation of Rajesh Kalra — the only
person to have been arrested in
the sensational scandal allegedly
involving five South African crick-
eters — seems slowly but surely
set to blow the lid off the racket.

The Delhi police today ques-
tioned another man identified as
Kishen Kumar, While no senior
officer was available for details
about the person who apparently
is admitted to a hospital, it is
learnt that he was the “failed ac-
tor”. Senior Crime Branch officers
had earlier denied involvement of
any film actor in the racket saying
no actor's name -had come up
during Kalra's jnterrogation.

There was/however, reason to
raise quegdons about the police
claim. E#r one, it was learnt that
T -— brother of an erstwhile
¢ baron — was a regular vis-
- at Kalra's home in Greater
(ailash Part 1 here.

During a visit to Kalra’s resi-
dence on Friday afternoon, his
domestic help, Ram Prasad, un-
wittingly revealed the name of
this actor as Kishen Kumar and
said he often visited his master’s
house.

The police also shrugged off
queries about the involvement of
members of the underworld in
the racket. [t was, however, learnt
that a “syndicate’” connecting
Dubai, Karachi and Mumbai
could have been behind involved.
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/T roops to remain in Africa warzone _—

" Sierra storm

S

New York, May 14: India is
rushing in where others fear
to tread. In addition to a sec-
ond Indian battalion which is
due to leave for Sierra Leone
for peace-Keeping operations
tomorrow, New Delhi has
promised the UN one mecha-
nised unit, one special forces
unit and one attack helicopter
unit, says Fred Eckhard,
spokesman for the UN secre-
tary general here.

[An Associated Press report
said rebels released 18 hostages,
including 11 Indian soldiers.}

Although the additional tro-
ops and equipment are being rus-
hed to Freetown amid hopes of an
imminent release of the rest of
the Indian peace-keepers held
hostage by the rebel Revolution-
ary United Front (Ruf) of Sierra
Leone, India’s determination to
push ahead has drawn interna-
tional attention here.

India’s perseverance in the Af-
rican peace effort comes at a time
when the US is being criticised for
its unwillingness to commit even
a single soldier and other major
powers are being accused of being
callous towards the tragedy:

Even as New Delhi committed
more troops and equipment,

9’ FROMKP.NAYAR

{ ,.

India’s permanent representative
to the UN Kamlesh Sharma told a
pecial session of the Security
ouncil here: “Even though India
s troops on the ground (as host-
ages), we have no intention of pul-
ling out (of Sierra Leone)and (we)
very strongly urge the council not
to consider this as an option.”

Sharma went one step further
and suggested that it would be log-
ical for the council to consider en-
larging the scope of the UN opera-
tion in Sierra Leone from one of
peace-keeping to one of peace en-
forcement. “In our opinion, the
UN’smission in Sierra Leone (Un-
amsil) needs to consolidate.” But
he added: “In the present circum-
stances, it cannot implement
many of the tasks given... Unam-
sil presently does not have the
troops, the equipment or the logis-
tics needed to mount a peace en-
forcement operation.”

India’s unexpected willing-
ness to be sucked into the African
operation has evoked surprise be-
cause the assessment here and in
key Western capitals is that
Africa is on the brink of a conflict
with ramifications all across the
continent. The major powers have
no hope of any lasting peace in
Sierra Leone even as they fear re-
newed fighting between Uganda
and Rwanda. The weekend saw

e

clashes between Eritrea and
Ethiopia flare up again. In addi-
tion, there are worrying reports
from Angola and Sudan where
civil strife has been rampant.

A Security Council delegation
visited seven African states
last week in a desperate effort to
avoid a continent-wide conflict,
but the mission has been unsuc-
cessful. The delegation's leader,
US ambassador to the UN Richard
Holbrooke, acknowledged at the
end of the mission that it had
failed.

But what’s more puzzling
about the growing Indian involve-
ment is that it is becoming in-
creasingly clear that it is a thank-
less job. While South Block’s mo-
tives in Africa may be altruistic,
India is being criticised for what
went wrong in Sierra Leone, whe-
re the Ruf took UN peacekeepers
hostage nearly 10 days ago.

Zambia’s President Frederick
Chiluba said after meeting the
delegation that Major General
Vijay Kumar Jetley, Commander
of Unamsil, had sent the peace-
keepers into unknown territory
with out-of-date maps and short-
age of vital equipment. Chiluba
has reason to worry because the
majority of the nearly 300 soldiers
taken hostage are Zambian.
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ndian hostages
safe in Sierra

Leone: Malik

PRESS JRUST OF INDIA
NEWDELHL MAYONC |

\ I{% H more than 1.612 Indian
troofs depolyed as United Nations
peacdkeepers in strife-torn Sierra
Leongq, the Defence Ministry to-
day described as “grim” the situa-
tion in the island nation amidst re-
ports of a looming military
confrontation.

Asrebel leader Foday Sankoh
of Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) continued to hold hostage
500 United Nations peacekeep-
ers, including 35 soldiers of the
Indian contingent. reports indi-
cated that Britain and United
States had despatched warships
and carrier groups to Sierra
Leone.

Chief of Army Staff Gen VP
Malik said the Indian hostages are
safe” and efforts were on to secure
theirrelease.

His remarks at a function at
the Army headquarters came as
reports said that forces of rebel
leader Sankoh and his counter-
parts in the Seirra Leone army —
bothof which were to be disarmed
under United Nations supervi-
sion ~ had entered the capital
Frectown.
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South African envoy seeks

YO
\\}

By Our Speciyl Correspondent

NEW DELH!, APRIL 10. India today
said that the “‘law will take its own
course’’ regarding the investiga-
tion on the cricket matches which

. were allegedly “fixed” by the

South African captain and a cou- ,

ple of Indian bunsinessmen.
. O A\
Acdording’ to a Foreign' Office
statement, the Delhi police have
registered a case of criminal con-

' spiracy, fraud and cheating

Ties with India
will not be hit,
says Pahad

By M. S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, APRIL 10. The South
African Deputy Foreign Min-
ister, Mr. Aziz Pahad, today
said the relations between In-
dia and South Africa run very
deep and would not be affect-
ed by the recent controversy
over the allegations of match-
fixing against leading mem-
bers of the South African
cricket team. Mr. Pahad earli-
er met the Indian High Com-
missioner, Mr. Harsh Bhasin,
at the Union Buildings.

The 40-minute meeting be-
tween them, the first official
level meeting between the two
countries here since the
match-fixing case broke, was
described by an official of the
High Commission as ‘“very
cordial, open and friendly”.

Detail on Page 13

against the South African cricket
team captain, Hansie Cronje, and
“certain individuals of Indian na-
tionality.”” The case has been reg-

~istered on the basis of evidence

which the Delhi police believe will
sustain in a court of law, the state-

" ment added.

The statement was issued fol-
lowing a 45-minute meeting be-

access to tapes

tween the South African High
Commissioner to India, Ms. Maite
Nkoana Mashabane, and the Joint
Secretarv in the Africa division of
the Foreign Office. Mr. Pavan Var-
ma. The two sides decided 1o re-
main in touch in the coming days.
India had informed the South
African side about the case before
going public, the statement ob-
served,

The south African High Com-
missioner, speaking to a private
television  channel,  however,
maintained that there was no ad-
vance otticial word about the case
from the Indian side. In response
to queries, she said the “first offi-
cial information” was only re-
ceived during the meeting with
Mr. Varma.

The South African side, she
said, had asked for the tapes in
which the alleged conversation

The South African High Commissioner to India, Ms. Mashabani,
with the Joint Secretary (Africa), Mr. Pavan K.Varma, after
meeting officials of the External Affairs Ministry in
New Delhi on Monday. — Photo: R.V. Moorthy.

related to match-fixing had been
recorded.
‘Intrusive surveillance’

Ms. Mashabane indicated that
the  “intrusive  surveillance”
against the players should have
been first cleared with the South
African authorities. But the crime
branch of the Delhi police said no
such surveillance had been main-
tained against Cronje. '

On the contrary, it asserted, the
mobile telephones of only “some
Indian businessmen” had been
monitored. No bugging devices
for recording any of the conversa-
tions had been used, it said.

The Central Bureau of Investi-
gation has said it would forward a
Delhi police request to the Inter-
pol for obtaining the voice sam-
ples of Cronje and a
London-based Non-Resident In-
dian, Mr. Sanjeev Chawla.




“SA denies being

told, India mum

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Qs t Q;‘( (\J\ b\ \

A
NEW DELHI, April 10. - The South African High Commissloner,
Ms Maite Nkoana Mashabane, today denied the Indian position
that Pretoria had been informed before Delhi police publicised the
case against Hansie Cronje and four team-mates.

The external affairs ministry repeated the Indian stand today,
issuing a statement that “in conformity with the close and cordial
relations we have with South Africa, we had informed the South
African side prior to the case being made public.”

But Ms Mashabane, emerging from a meeting with the joint sec-
retary (Africas), Mr Pavan Varma, told reporters the meeting was
the first official communication on the subject.

The external affairs ministry refused to respond to Ms
Mashabane’s remark, providing no clarification on the contradic-
tory stands. Today’'s meeting had come at Ms Mashabane’s
request.

Confusion prevails on other fronts too. Yesterday, the Indian
High Commissioner in Pretoria, Mr Harsh Bhasin, had said he
hadn’t been summoned to the South African foreign office as
reported by agencies, nor had he gone there.

Neither has there been any clarity on what procedure would be
followed in the police case. Though India has no extradition treaty
with South Aftrica, the ministry has asserted: “The law will take
its own course.”

Ministry sources, however, suggested that if the court took cog-
nisance of the case and decided to issue summons, the summons
would be processed by the South African judiciary subject to their
concurrence.

The mood of anger and disbelief in South Africa, however,
seems to reflect Pretoria’s unhappiness over the issue and
unwillingness to accept the claims of Delhi police at its face
value, putting a question mark over the success of further inves- I
tigations. <

Ms Mashabane today said she had asked for access to the tapes
during her meeting with Mr Varma and that her government’s
position on the charges is simple: Everyone is innocent until
proved guilty. .

The external affairs ministry, however, did not provide any
details of what was discpssed at the meeting. It merely said the
discussions were held in a cordial atmosphere and both sides
recalled their close relations, agreeing to stay in touch over the
issue.

The ministry statement said: “Delhi Police has registered a case
of criminal conspiracy, fraud and cheating against certain individ-
uals of Indian nationality and the South African cricket captain
Hansie Cronje on the basis of evidence which they believe they
will be able to sustain in a court of law. The law will take its own
course.” ,
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from the front page

It shd’ve come on April 1

own‘investi tions,” Wessels said.
5 % Argi'this gountry
Afrida) is*where the fightback
against corruption in sport should
start.., Knowing the players the
way I do I cannot believe that they
would be involved in something
like this...,” Wesselswrote.
Questions are "being asked
about the veracity of the Indian po-
lice’s probe and why they only re-
leased such hard evidence on Fri-
day, aweek after Cronje's side left
Sharjah to return home after being
involved in a series against Pak-
istan and India and almost three
weeks after the side had left India.

There are also suspicions about’

the manner in which the investiga-
tion was conducted and the tap-
ping of mobile phones and the
roc m telephones of the players.
Bc:h, it is being claimed, show a
state of paranoia by the Indian po-
lice or those involved in what is also
seen as a smear campaign. It is un-
derst~nd that while they played the
tap- of the “alleged conversa-
tic and issued written tran-
sofwhat was said, the style of
sery and grammar of the lan-
» sge used was not that of
_Ionje’s.
In normal conversation,
* Cronj: cornes across quite stre: -aly
but not as brusquely as made cut in
the tapes and usage of ‘yeah’ in-
stead of the normal ‘ja’ is one of the
areas in question while other bits
of conversation do not tie in with
his voice presentation. The name

uth -

Williams, most likely Henry
Williams, who was injured in the
first game of the limited-overs

slogs, was not involved in this par- |

ticular tie, alleged to be the third of
the series and played at Faridabad
andwhich South Africawent onto
win. ~

Another reason why there is a
feeling of a “frame-up” or that it
was a “hoaxin bad taste” is that it is
believed the Indian police respon-
sible for the so-called probe would
not release the tapes for private lis-

» tening. All of which smacks of seri-

ous indifference to those who are
being charged.

There is a strong feeling that
had the story broken on April 1, it
would have been likened to a very
poor April Fool's joke. Indian po-
lice have argued they were acting
onatip-off and used highly sophis-
ticated equipment to tape the con-
versations. If this is the case, why
have they waited so long to lay
charges and arrest one business-
man, whoissaid tobe involved.

Former South African Test
players Craig Matthews and Fanie
de Villierscame to the aid the play-
ers involved with Matthews saying

that players such as Williams and |
Strydom were far too straight to

getinvolved in anything .. .ich had
the siightc.at whiff of a shady deal.

(The author is a veteran South
Afvican cricket journalist and also
International correspondent  for
Criclnfo)
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Envoy reminds UN of Somalia dlsas\&%

Indla rebuffs robust

rolei 11}\ Slerr Leone

FROM EVELYN LEOPOLD

United Nations, May 12
(Reuters): India and Jordan re-
buffed a call by several African na-
tions for a more robust UN man-
date in Sierra Leone, saying it
could endanger their troops in the
beleaguered west African coun-
try.

With close to 500 UN soldiers,
mainly Zambians, captured by
rebels from the Revolutionary
United Front, African envoys told
the UN Security Council late last
night they should let troops use
more force to restore a crumbling
peace accord.

“The test of the UN mission in
Sierra Leone shows very clearly
that the mandate and resources
are not and never were appropri-
ate tothe situation,” said Algerian
ambassador Abdallah Baali on be-
half of the Organisation of African
Unity.

Envoys from Mali, Namibia as
well as Bangladesh, among oth-
ers, backed Baali at the council de-
bate called by African nations.

The peacekeepers were sent to
Sierra Leone under chapter 7 of
the UN charter, which allows for
the use of force. But their mandate
is limited mainly to their own de-
fence and to protect civilians.

The UN Mission in Sierra
Leone (UNAMSIL) currently hasa

force of 8,900 troops, with others

en route. Secretary- general fi
Annan urged the council to lift its
authorised ceiling of 11,100 iy
order to accommodate the nevO
troops.

India who commands the
peacekeepers in Sierra Leone and
has about two dozen troops among
the captives, said an all-out offen-
sive was foolthardy and might in-
jure the hostages.

While the Security Council
should review the mandate regu-
larly, India’s ambassador Kam-
lesh Sharma said UNAMSIL did

UN gears up for
rebel advance

Freetown, May 12 (AP). UN
peacekeeping troops and pro-gov-
ernment forces geared up for a
possible rebel advance on the ner-
vous capital, where up to 30,000
frightened villagers have sought
refuge, a UN humanitarian offi-
cial said today.

Sierra Leone soldiers and pro-
government militia drove rebel
forces further from Freetown yes-
terday, army spokesman Prince
Nicol said.The fighting near New-
ton, 40 km east of Freetown, pitted
the forces of the RUF, against the
recently rearmed army and the
pro-government militia made up
of traditional hunters, he said.

“.to be done now in Sierra Leone,

not have the troops, equipment or
logistics to mount an enforcement
action at this time.

“There are some who believe
that the UN cannot do what needs

and that force should be deployed
and used by others, with the bless-
ings of the Security Council,”
Sharma said.

“As long as UNAMSIL is in
place, we cannot warn too strong-
ly against this. Somalia showed us
the dangers inherent in forces out-
side UN command taking military
action in a theatre where peace-
keepers are deployed,” he said.

In 1993, the US engaged in uni-
lateral action in Somalia, with dis-
astrous results for its own and UN
troops.

Sharma said UNAMSIL need-
ed to pull in its soldiers spread
around the country “tryingtodo a
job that presently cannot be
done”. With well-equipped rein-
forcements arriving, the mission
had to concentrate on defending
Freetown and government build-
ings.

Jordan, which is adding two
companies of special forces in ad-
dition to a battalion promised ear-
lier, backed India. “We do not feel
it is wise for the council to consid-
er new initiatives while we are de-
ploying our troops,” said Jordan’s
ambassador., Prince Zeid Ra’ad
Zeid Al-Hussein.
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Extradition part

NEW DELHI, APRIL 13. South Africa
today said the issue of extradition
of the sacked cricket captain,
Hansie Cronje, to India would be
part of the process of full-fledged
inquiry by an independent judi-
cial commission into allegations
of match-fixing during his_recent
tour of India. W ’ \1\\}\-
The commission,’ headed by a
senior South African judge, would
make recommendations includ-
ing imposition of penalties
against Cronje and other players
if the allegations were found true,
the South African High Commis-
sioner to India, Ms. M. E. Nkoana
Mashabane, told reporters here.
Asked whether Pretoria would
assist the Delhi police in deci-
phering certain conversation in
Afrikaans in the tapes, the envoy
said, “we will extend full cooper-
ation to Indian authorities. But
we will wait till we get a request
from the Indian police through
the External Affairs Ministry.”
Cronje has acknowledged “not

The South African High
Commissioner,
Ms. M.E. Nkoana-Mashabane,
at a press conference in
New Delhi on Thursday.

having been entirely honest with
everybody”, and to having been
in contact with certain individu-
als who had been trying to influ-
ence matches. He also indicated
that he received money in a sep-

I

Muiry: envoy

arate incident not related to
South Africa’s tour of India,” Ms.
Mashabane said quoting a state-
ment released by the South Afri-

can Sports Minister, Mr. Ngconde |

Balfour.

Terming the incident unfortu-
nate, Ms. Mashabane said “the

relationship between our country
and India remains unaffected by

this issue”’. — PTI
| always played
to win: Cronje
CAPE TOWN, APRIL 13. The former

South African cricket captain,
Hansie Cronje, today denied he -

had ever manipulated the results
of a match and said he had always
played to win.

“All I will say is I was not in-

volved in fixing or manipulating |

the results of cricket matches. 1
always played to win,” he said in a
statement faxed to Reuters.

My career over: Page 1.
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/Iﬂdia, Nigeria strive

igeria), MARCH 28. India
and Nigeria today intensified
their efforts to forge a special rela-
tionship by giving greater eco-
nomic content to their warm
political ties.

Both countries, on the first day
of their joint commission meeting
which was described by the vis-
iting External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, as the ‘“‘com-
mencement of a new era of mea-
ningful and expanding economic
interaction,” discussed the wide
canvass of economic opportuni-
ties available to them.

Specifically, both sides dis-
cussed the signing of a contract
for the transfer of assured oil sup-
plies to New Delhi. India sees Ni-
geria as central to fulfilling its
energy security needs. In case the
contract for the sale of six million
tonnes of Nigerian crude is
signed, Nigeria will fulfil nearly 25
per cent of India's oil require-
ments. Nigeria, according to offi-
cial sources, produces “‘sweet
crude”, which has a low sulphur
content. This oil is suitable for In-
dian refineries.

Indian authorities point out
that higher transportation costs
are not coming in the way of im-
port of Nigerian crude, despite
the longer geographical distances
involved. Transportation costs
are sought to be slashed by India
by working out an arrangement
with U.S.-based shipping firms.
Sources point out that empty
American oil tankers on their way
to the Persian Gulf can pick up
Nigerian crude and transport it to
India on a concession.

Besides energy, India sees Ni-

~ for special ties

By Atul Aneja W

n A

geria as a major destination for
investments. The meeting focuss-
es on ways to use Indian expertise
to revive Nigeria's economy, de-
railed by long years of military
rule.

With a new democratically-
elected Government of President,
Mr. Olusegun Obasanjo, in place,
Nigeria sees India as an important
source technology for reviving its
heavy industry. Not surprisingly,
both sides discussed the possible
joint forays in the railway sector.
Specifically, the participation of
the Indian Railway Construction
Company to rehabilitate the cru-
cial 870 k.m. rail link between Ni-
geria’s capital Abuja with the
commercial hub of Lagos on the
coast received consideraple at-
tention.

They also discussed“the revival
of Nigeria’s Soviet equipped
Ajaokuta steel plant along with
the establishment of a captive 110
MW power plant by the Bharat
Heavy Electricals for it. Collabora-
tion in the spheres of power and
telecommunication also featured.

The discussions on economic
tie-ups took place within a larger
political framework. Politically,
India sees Nigeria, along with
Egypt and South Africa, as its stra-
tegic partners who can propel its
interests in Africa.

India also has high political
stakes in Nigeria on other counts.
Nigeria is also seen as potential
island of stability which can
counter the rising tide of radical
Islam stretching from Afghanistan
to Chechnya. While backing the
secular Governiment of Mr. Oba-
sanjo, New Delhi is aware of the
obstacles in the way.
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ANigerian President
. . ¥ .
arrives in Capital
New Delhi, January 24 ’\k/'\'_/‘c\
POV
NIGERIAN PRESIDENT Oluse-
sun Obasanjo arrived here today
on a five-duy State visit to India,
mainly aimed at further consolida-
ting bilateral ties with special focus
on stepping up cooperation in sm-
all scale industries and agriculture.
Obasanjo, who is leading a high-
powered delegation, will be the
chief guest at this year's Republic
Dav celebrations.
The Nigerian leader. a \trusted
- and ciose friend of India, i3 being
accompaiticd by Governors to two
States, four key Ministers. the
National sccurity Adviser, the
Minister o} State for Defence and
the Chict Economic Adviser.
Durin the visit, Obasanjo will
meet his Indian counterpart K R
Naravanan and Vice-President
Krishan Kant and have wide-rang-
ing discussions  with  Prime
Minister A B Vajpayee. (1)
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+Immense opportunities.\

for improving ties with Nigenia

By Our Special Corresponden€y, k‘(‘f\
NEW DELHI, JAN. 24, The familiarity of the Nigerian
President, Mr. Olusegun Obasanjo, with India gives
the Foreign Office reason to believe that there are
immense opportunities of improving bilateral ties
under a democratic dispensation in Nigeria. In addi-
tion, India is a major customer of Nigerian crude
which is particularly suited for our refineries, and
both countries have cooperated in key sectors like
power, steel, refineries, telecom and railways. The
past association of Indian PSUs will come in useful
for Nigeria at this juncture because it is seeking to
implement economic reforms and restructuring as
well as a privatisation programme in phases.

Nigeria is India’s second largest trading partner in
Africa after South Africa but the last Nigerian Presi-
dent to have presided over a Republic Day parade
was 17 years ago. “‘For a country of this importance,
high level interaction has been less than frequent,”

admitted a Foreign Office official.

President Obasanjo’s familiarity with India is also
evident from the three changes he sought in his itip”
erary. Visits to the offices of BHEL, TCIL and IR
were included on his specific request, said the For-
eign Office official. His recognition of Indian exper-
tise in two areas — small scale industry and
agriculture — should also open new vistas in these
areas which reflect increasing Indian involvement
on a pan- African scale. “Across Africa, somehow the
fact that 50 per cent of India’s output is from small
and medium enterprises makes a tremendous im-
pact. It is the type of technology which can be ab-
sorbed in Africa,” said the Foreign Office official.

Though many PSUs like HMT, TCIL, RITES, Pet-
roleum India International and C-DoT are already
involved in various phases in this West African na-
tion, the private sector is also making its presence
felt. Tata buses and trucks are already well known
and Bajaj recently sold 5,000 two-wheelers.
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INDIA AND THE West African nation of Nigeria
- have much to contribute to each other in terms
of shared evolutionary experience and expertise
in industry and agriculture and have so much in
- common that it is surprising the interaction be-
, tween the two has been negligibly small com-
- pared to the scope. By having that country’s
democratically-elected President as the guest of
honour during this year’s Republic Day cele-
brations, India has launched a major effort to
set the relations right — and send the signal
_ that it seeks to revitalise its links with a part of
. Africa that had remained neglected for long. For
- a broader focus on the continent there could
" have been no better choice than Mr. Olusegun
. Obasanjo, Nigeria's campaigner for good gov-
- ernance whose outspoken support for democ-
" racy was a feature of the last Commonwealth
. summit. “We do not make any distinction be-
- tween good military government and bad mil-
itary government. For us, military government
is bad as a matter of principle and from our own
experience,” he remarked in Durban as the
summit was debating the issue of suspending
Pakistan following the coup there. He has im-
peccable credentials to speak on the subject: he
is among the few military rulers to have orga-
nised democratic elections and respected the
verdict by handing over power to a civilian gov-
ernment.

Mr. Obasanjo’s strong comments in Delhi
against the menace of terrorism and his appeal
to India that they jointly articulate their com-
mon concerns at international fora stem from
Nigeria’s traumatic experience with violence
and terrorism. It is one country that has been
immeasurably harmed by its raw material
wealth. Its rich and plentiful oil contributed to
the outbreak of the disastrous war in 1967 when
the people of the Biafran region tried to secede
and take the natural wealth with them. One
million people died in that conflict. Oil also
contributed to a vitiation of the economy by

MONDAY, JANUARY 31, 2000
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inducing dependency on one product and cor-
rupted national life. With a democratic govern-
ment installed last summer after years of
ruinous military rule and the consequent prom-
ise of internal stability, there is renewed oppor-
tunity for India to forge closer ties and explore
new avenues of cooperation. The visit of Mr.
Obasanjo must boost the effort t¢ expand the
ties, as symbolised by the decision to reactivate
the joint commission that remained dormant
for much of the past decade because of the
military rule in that country. Nigeria is this
country’s second largest trading partner on the
continent after South Africa and can benefit by
India’s experience as it pursues its own ambi-
tious economic liberalisation programme. Ma-
jor areas of cooperation include key
infrastructure and agro-based industries and
the oil sector.

Multi-ethnic,  multi-religious  Nigeria,
much like India, is a country that has yet to
realise its rich potential. Described once as a
jewel of Africa, Nigeria has seen more downs
than ups since gaining independence in 1960.
On balance, the oil wealth and the resource-
fulness of the population, the largest on the
continent, have been outweighed by the bloody
Biafra war and six violent changes of govern-
ment. The result has been that Nigeria remains
on the list of the poor whereas its potential
should have turned it into a giant on the conti-
nent, rivalling Mr. Nelson Mandela’s South Afri-
ca. There is an emerging new threat to the
democratic polity. A country already divided
nearly equally — and quite uneasily — between
a Muslim north and a Christian south is wit-
nessing the arrival of religious fundamentalism
that can pose the biggest challenge to national
unity. The introduction of the shariah law in
October in the northern State of Zamfara, to be
followed by two other States, is said to be
heightening tension and provoking fears of a
break-up of the country.
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