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SATURDAY, JULY 1, 2000

QCLOSING GAPS IN TIES WITH E.U.
THE FIRST

UMMIT-LEVEL interaction be-
tween India and the European Union has
helped to plug a gap in New Delhi’s political
relations with Europe, mostly lukewarm in the
past for historical reasons. The welcome reit-
eration by the Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vaj-
payee, that his Government was moving in the
direction of signing the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty removed a major hurdie and set the
climate for better relations with the E.U. By
hailing India’s voluntary moratorium on nucle-
ar testing as a commitment to the basic obliga-
tion of the CTBT, the E.U., which has a strong
anti-nuclear lobby and had vehemently criti-
cised the Pokhran-II tests, responded ade-
guately for the two sides to impart greater
political content to the expanding economic re-

_lationship. The E.U. is the largest trading part-
ner of India but this had till now never been
matched by political ties. The decision to hold
regular summit meetings and to create political
mechanisms to intensify consultations ends a
long drought and corrects a distortion that
crept in with the absurdity of India’s exclusion
from a summit-level Europe-Asia consultation.
The E.U. has regular meetings at the highest
level with Japan and China in Asia, besides the
U.S., Russia and Canada. Mr. Vajpayee’s en-
gagement with the E.U. and the joint declara-
tion issued at the end of the parleys reflect
acknowledgement of India as an important
player in the region and the global arena.

There apparently was also greater under-
standing of India’s concerns over cross-border
terrarism and the threat to regional peace and
stability that this posed. The joint statement
was categorical on this point: “we (India and
thg E.U.) will bolster joint efforts to counter ter-
%sm and meet all other challenges arising

from it both in the regional and atema:Xal
context.” There was a strong message of sup-
port far whatever initiatives India takes to fight
this menace, in particular New Delhi’s vigorous
campaign for a comprehensive convention on
international terrorism. This broad support, an
echo of the experience of some of the member-
nations of the E.U. who have themselves been
waging relentless battles against terrorism, did
not extend to particular cases. There was no
condemnation of the sponsor of the terrorism
across India’s border. As for the related issue of
Kashmir, the E.U.’s position was even-handed
and clear: it urged dialogue and “a cooperative
attitude from both India and Pakistan’.

New Delhi’s dialogue with the E.U. caps a
series of bilateral interactions with the major
players on the continent, notably France, Ger-
many and now Italy. Both multilateral and bi-
lateral tracks matter in a situation where the
E.U. is less than the sum total of its parts, as
reflected in the absence of a response on the
question of expansion of the U.N. Security
Council and support for India’s candidature for
permanent member status. The warm recep-
tion that Mr. Vajpayee received in Lisbon and
the outcome of his talks with the Portuguese
leaders signal that at the bilateral level the two
countries have shaken off the ghosts of the co-
lonial past and the bitterness that followed the
military action in Goa. The renewed Portuguese
connection can serve India well during a time
of flux in international relations. With the E.U.
itself seeking to emerge from the shadow of the
trans-Atlantic partner;.there is room and scope
for political partnership in the shaping of a just
world order. In the search for that multipolar
world, India and the E.U. can play important
complementary roles.
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o PM’s E.U. visit will bring

y Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, YUNE 30. The BJP is confident that the
Prime Minister's just-concluded visit to Italy and
Portugal has strengthened India’s relationship with
the European Union, and that this would help in the
global political arena as well as bring in economic
benefits.The party noted the release of 21 Indian
peacekeepers in Sierra Leone.

The wvisit had not only gathered support for a per-
manent seat for India on the Security Council, but
more and more countries had also appreciated In-
dia’s stand on the need to condemn global terrorism
in all its forms, whatever its motives and origin, it
said.The senior party vice-president, Mr. Jana Krish-
namurthi, today congratulated the Prime Minister,
Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, on the visit and said that the
decision to hold regular summit meetings between
India and the European Union would strengthen
links through existing diplomatic channels and help
further a meaningful d‘alogue.

~ economic benefits: BJP

He saw the Lisbon agreement as a ‘‘milestone in
our international economic relationship’’ which had
opened opportunities for economic prosperity, in-
creased exports, investment in infrastructure devel-
opment and more employment.

The BJP said the visit by the Union Home Minister,
Mr. L. K. Advani, to France and Israel was significant
as they had demonstrated their readiness to join In-
dia in fighting international terrorism. Keeping in
mind Israel's “expertise’’ in countering terrorism,
the party felt this high-level contact between the two
countries would strengthen cooperation and prove
to be of “immense value” to India in its fight against
terrorism.Some party leaders are not too sure wheth-
er the country is as yet ready to sign the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) as indicated by the
Prime Minister. He has talked about a consensus on
it by the end of the year, but the BJP leaders know
that let alone the opposition there is no consensus
on his issue within the BJP and the Sangh Pariva




“SEOUL, JUNE 30. South and North Korea signed an
accord today to reunite relatives separated by the
division of the peninsula more than half a century
ago, officials said.

“They signed the agreement at 7:30 p.m. (1030
GMT),” said the South Korean Unification Ministry
spokesman, Mr. Lee Kwan-sei.

The accord, which also covered repatriation of
long- term communist prisoners in the South, was
reached at the end of five days of talks at North’s
scenic Mt. Kumkang, he said.

It was inked by Mr. Park Ki-ryun, head of South
Korea’s Red Cross and his North Korean counter-
part, Mr. Choe Sung-chol.

The accord was the first concrete follow-up to the
historic June 13-15 summit between the South Ko-
rean President, Mr. Kim Dae-jung, and the North
Korean leader, Mr. Kim Jong-Il, in Mr. Pyongyang.

The Ministry spokesman said two groups of 100
relatives would be allowed to visit the North and
South Korean capitals between August 15 and 18.

The South agreed to repatriate the released pro-
North Korean long-term prisoners, if they wanted to
return, around early September, he said.

"The North agreed to hold another round of Red
Cross talks with the South on reunions immediately
after the repatriation. — AFP

U.S. funds for N. Korean power

/ASHINGTON, JUNE 30. The President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
unlocked $20 millions in U.S. funds for an ener-
yrogramme for North Korea, saying Washington

orean pact on reumtn% km\L

was making good progress jin ehmmatl Pyon-
gyang’s missile threat. \}
The money will go to& rd'an intern tlonal con-

sortium building two light\water reactors in North
Korea, under a 1994 deal under which the poverty-
stricken Stalinist state promiskd to freeze its nuclear
weapons programme.

Mr. Clinton yesterday said in a memorandum to
the Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine Albright, that
an operation to extract spent fuel from a North Ko-
rean reactor, which experts suspect could have been
adapted to military use, had been successful.

The Government in Pyongyang was also comply-
ing with agreements that allow inspection of under-
ground sites the U.S. suspects could be used for
weapons development, he added.

"“The United States has made and is continuing to
make significant progress on eliminating the North
Korean ballistic missile threat, including further
missile tests and ballistic missile experts,” Mr. Clin-
ton said in the memo, which will also be sent to the
U.S. Cong: -ss.

In order for funds to be released under the pro-
gramme, Mr. Clinton must certify that North Korea
is complying with its obligations under the agree-
ment.

Despite continued cooperation with North Korea
on the energy project, Mr. Clinton on Wednesday
said that Pyongyang’s missile programme still posed |
a potentlal threat to the United States. — AFP
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“Czech support f
s>Uclaim for U.N. seat

BERLIN, JULY 5. The Czech Republic
supported the expansion of the
Security Council and believed
that India as a big world power

s “fully entitled” to be a per-
manent member in it, the Prime
Minister, Mr. Miles Zeman, told a
visiting Indian parliamentary del-
egation, led by the Lok Sabha
Speaker, Mr. G.M.C. Balayogi, in
Prague on Tuesday.

The Czech republic is one of the
. leading countries in east Europe
and is one among the first wave of
six countries seeking entry into
the European tlnion.

An Indian embassy statement
in the Czech Republic at the end
of the five-day visit of the nine-
member delegation said Mr. Ze-
man cxpressed appreciation for
india’s principle of mixed econo-
my and welcomed Indian invest-
ment in Czech companies like
Tatra and cooperation in Infor-
mation Technology.

Mr. Balayogi nated the recent
ventures established by Czech
companies like Skoda Auto and
Tatra in [ndia and urged for more
Czech investment in infrastruc-
ture, industry and power sectot,
the statement said.
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The Lok Sabha Speaker, Mr. Balayogi, with the Czech Prime
Minister, Mr. Miles Zeman, in Prague on Tuesday. — PT!

Mr. Zeman told Mr. Balayogi
that he was looking forward to his
visit to India later this year and
expressed the hope that the trip
would help in the development of
bilateral cultural and economic
relations. )
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The delegation during its five-

or India’s ¢

'

day visit to Prague also met the
President (Speaker) of the Czech .
Chamber of Deputies, Mr. Vaclav

Klaus and President of the (zech |

Senate, Ms. Libuse Benesaova. —
PT!
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Vagpayee ] reoent visit't Italy
and Portugal evoked interest

for two reasons, First, this was

his first visit to Italy and to the Vatican.

Secondly, his visit to Lisbon was to lead

the Indian delegation to the first formal

Union-India summit-level di-

alogue with the United States, Japan,

The visit to Italy was a reciprocation

of former Italian Prime Minister Ro-

manoProdlsvmttoDellntwoandhalf

years ago, It was a positive coincidence

that Prodi now happens to be the Secre-
taxy-GenctalofthCEU. ‘

Paralle} to the Prime Minister’s visit,

a business delegation from India was

1 alsothere, bothin Rome and Lisbon. So

both the discussions and results went
beyondtheageemmtoncooperatxon

in Italy and India during the Prime Min-
ister'svisit. -

Politically, themostsngmﬁwntevent
- during'the visit to Italy was the Prime
Minister’s call on His Holiness the Pope.
Hismeeting with Pope John Paul TT took

hadooun’redagamst(lmsuammlndla

orgamsahons.’[hemtemanmaldlmdl
hierarchy, in particular, and Western
democracies; in general, were becomiing

emnment’s handling of the situation.
There was even some uncertainty on
whether a meeting with the Pope would

mmmeetﬂBPopewmmwtﬂnm
ation in-perspective and to assure His

- # Holiness that his government remained

committed to the ideals of secularism

communities. The Prime Minister gave

-| the necessary assurances underlining

_ that the perpetrators of Violence would

ever, different impressions aboyt the re-
| 'Aﬂtsofﬂlcexdlang&sbetweenmef’ope

- ~andVaJpayee

'Ihebi]atemlagreemcnththltalym

in the field of tourism which was signed

plwemtheoontextofvxolenoewhwh”

perpetrated by certaimextremist Hindu -

incrementally critical of the Indian gov- -

take place. Vajpayee’s desire apd willing-

andrespect for all religions and religious .

be dealt with firmly. ’Iherewere,how ,

vV

Cooperatlon with Europe

toummsalltothegoodasfarasntgom

. The point to remember is that tourism

and related services in Italy, as in other

ASEANandGma,Indmwassﬁllanm—

ve)q)loredmarketformvmmtoppor ‘
" tunities for European countries. Fo-

European countries, is essentially man-  urthly, the countries of the Buropean -
aged by the private sector. The govern-  Union collectively were perceived by In-
mentmﬂyplaysanemouragmgrole " dia as a major area of ecopornic, invest-
This categoty of cooperation can only  mentand technological interestinits for-
mesh if India also gradually lets the pri- eign policy initiative to divessify relations
vate sector take over tourism expedi- wxﬂlmlponantoounu-anfthly India’s
tiously. A governmental y _ acknowledgement that
stranglehold on tourism Europe collectively is
and civil aviation in India - and will be'a power cen-
inevitably reduced the tre in the multipolar
tyofforelgnpart L - worldwhich Indidwishes
‘ners to interact” effec- to structure in the post-
tively with us because of ColdWarera. ' '
the contrast between the - . Europe’ssignificance
working methods of the for Indiaisin the fact that.
instittions involved in . it is a market of nearly
tourism in Europeandin - . ) - 300 million people. As a
India. o J.N. D|x|1' source for investments
‘The EU-India Sum- _— and technologies, its po-

_Among the factors helping an Indo-EU dialogue

is the mdlcation that Europe will constitute a
power centre in the multipolar world india Is
commltted to strive for

mit was the culmination ofaprom
which commenced in 1992, when the
EUToika came to India to initiate the
first high-level EU-India dialogue. The

economic and security interac-

tionbetween India, on the one hand, and
_Europe asacollectivity, on the other, has -
‘been increasing over theast eight years,

exceptforabnefpenodofmxmonﬂnor
so in the immediate aftermath of the
Pokharan H tests.

The factorswhich contributed to the
disappearance of inhibitions and limita-
tions affécting relations between India
and West EBuropean countries, were the
end of the Cold War and the resulting
strategic and political changes in India’s
relations with East European countries.
Secondly, the economic reforms and lib-
eralisation policies initiated by India.

Thirdly, compared to the countries of the -

"becoine incremen

tential matches that of North America
and Japan. The European Union’s influ-

ence, in not only the regional but the

globalseculity nt, is and will
significant, both
in terms of its own collective regional
identity and through the United Nations.

Europe’s economic and strategic in-
terests in Central Asia and the Gulf im-
pinges on our parallel interests in the
same region. The European Union is In-
dia’s biggest trading partner accounting

for nearly 30 per cent of India’s interna- -

tional trade, though in overall terms In-

dia only accounts for 1.3 per eent of the

European Union’s foreign trade. There
are clear possibilities of expansion of
trade with the expanding membership of
the EU. It is in this context that ther¢ °
have been regular meetings between the
European Troika and Indian delegations
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“’) WMarket and more

overthe last eightyears.

By 1996, these arrangements were
institutionalised with six-monthly discus-
sions being held between Indian officials
and theit EU counterparts and arinual

'meenngsatd:emmlstenalleveLEx-

dmngesbetwaentheapcx or-
e s
* CTL, FICCT and the ASSOCHAM and
their European counterparts have been
on the increase. So have contacts be-
‘tween think-tanks and research organi-
sations. The agreement arrived at be-
tweenw]payeeandmeEUdmngme
Lisbon meeting is only a culmination-of
meprowmofelglnyeaxs ’
Having referred to the positive as-
pects, we must take note of the limita-
tions and inhibitions which still exist.
“Though the volume of foreign invest-
ments flowing from Europe to India is
calculated at 13 billion ‘dollars, only
thtee billion dollars are actually il the
operational pipeline. The reasons are
. bothprocedural delayson ourpartand
political assessmentyabout India’s com-
~ plementarity to the economic stipula-
tions of Europe in investment matters.
Transfers of technology from Europe

‘. remainssubject to political and strategic

restrictionsstructured under the leader-
ship of the US global non-proliferation
and dual use technology policies. India’s
access to the European market in tex-
tiles, certain categories of agricultural
goods and services remain subjecttoun-
dercurrents of protectionism and Euro-
These are the issues which were ad-
dressed by the Prime Minister’s delega-
tions with their counterparts during the
‘Lisbon meeting, Even if no conclusivé
agreements were arrived at, there are
signs of greater understanding of Indian
interests and concemns and willingness on
the EU’s partto respond. The European .
countries’ general ackniowledgement of
the legitimacy of the daim of Indiatobe a
permanent member of the UN Security
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»India, Finland to %ngthen

By Our Special Correspondent »

NEW DBLHI, JULY 10. The Finnish Trade Minister, Mr.
asi, will be visiting India in September. This
was dis{osed during the 12th meeting of the Indo-
Finnish Joint Economic Commission held recently
at Helsinki.

India and Finland also expressed their keenness to
increase the level of trade and economic cooper-
ation beyond the present level of $ 200 millions. The
two sides decided that an agreement for promotion
and protection of bilateral investments between the
two countries would be signed soon. They also con-
sidered the feasibility of signing an agreement for
cooperation in the field of science and technology
and another in the environment sector.

The Indian delegation was led by Mr. Nripendra
Misra, Additional Secretary, Department of Com-
merce, and the Finnish side was led by Mr. Jorma
Julin, Director General in the Foreign Affairs Minis-
try of Finland.

Both sides noted the ongoing cooperation in enet-
gy and power sectors and emphasised the need for
more cooperation in this area. The Indian side
sought Finnish participation in modernisation of In-
dian ports and shipping sector. Exchange of dele-
gations in the Information Technology sector was
also suggested.

Finland is a member of the European Union (EU)
and its trade and commercial policies are regulated
as per EU regulations. The meeting of the Commis-
sion assumed importance as it was held immediate-
ly after the conclusion of the India-EU summit held
in Lisbon on June 28. During the second half of 1999,
Finland held the presidency of the EU.

An official release says Indo-Finnish bilateral
trade is presently of the order of about $ 200 millions
annually. The trade is, however, in favour of Finland
from where India imports paperboard, newsprint,
organic chemicals and non-ferrous metals. Major
exports from India are garments, carpets,

meta
manufactures, handicrafts, gems and jewel]er%
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