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d1a, China

Panchshiel

STATESMAN NEWS SERVI

NEW DELHI, March 31\. -
India and China have reaf-
firmed their commitment to,
the principles of Panchsheel on,,
the 50th anniversary of the,
establishment of diplomatic
relations between the two,
countries.

In messages exchanged bet-
ween the President, Mr KR Na;.
rayanan and his Chinese coun:
terpart, Mr Jiang Zemin, Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the
Chinese Premjer, Mr Zhu Ron-
gji, and between Mr Jaswant-
Singh, and the Chinese foreign, ;
_ minigter, Mr Tang Jiaxuan, they
" two countries have S¥iphagise#l

+ ¥ive meed for peacefil mmg;g
tence and stressed the impors,
tance of Panchsheel ih the con®
duct of inter-state relations.

The messages exchanged
between the top leadership
has emphasised the need for
New Delhi and Beijing to work
together for stability in Asia as
also to fashion an equitable
international political and eco-
nomic order.

India has been at pains to’
emphasise to China'that its’
growing closeness to the USA
is not at the cost of its relation-*
ship with other countries. ‘

The need for a stable rela:
tionship between India and
China finds mention in the
messages which have scant:
reference to the differences
between the two countries.
President Jiang Zemin’s mes-
sage only mentions, in passing;’
that friendship had been the!
mainstream of bilateral relal>
tions “despite twists and
turns”. b
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC 27. The number of
high level visits between India
md China in recent months was a
ointer to “our determination to
uild bridges and resolve all out-
standing issues, including the
border dispute,” the BJP stated
today even as it extended a warm
welcome to Mr. Li Peng, chair-
man of the standing committee of
China’s National People’s Con-
gress, who will be coming early
next year.

Although the party did not spell
out its stand on the sensitive bor-
der demarcation issue, certainly a
shift from the past inflexible posi-
tion could be discerned. Mr. Jana
Krishnamurthi, senior vice-presi-
dent of the BJP and party spokes-
person, indicated India’s
willingness to sort out all out-
standing issues, noting with satis-
faction that diplomacy between
the two countries was on the “fast
track.”

He said that during the recent
visit of the President, Mr K.R.Na-
rayanan, to China, “maps of the
central portion of our border with
China were exchanged.” He said
that talks to settle the border dis-

" pute were a continuing process.

s

N
Y

He hoped the visit would lead
to better understanding between
the two countries on internation-
al affairs as well as bilateral issues,
while adding that a Chinese dele-
gation had also had talks with
party leaders here, and there was
the possibility of party-to-party
contacts between the BJP and the
ruling party there being taken for-
ward in the near future.

Recently, there have been a
spate of high level contacts. After
Mr. Narayanan's Beijing visit the
Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr.
Qian Qichen, made a short visit to
New Delhi. This is now being fol-
lowed by Mr. Li Peng’s trip. Early
next year could see the External
Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, going to China, which is
expected to be followed by the
visit here of the Chinese Premier.

Mr. Krishnamurthi admitted
that the perception here that Chi-
na was supplying nuclear know-
how and sophisticated missile
technology to Pakistan was an ir-
ritant — and this had been
brought up during the various
contacts. But he was hopeful that
the two countries would be able
to stabilise their relationship and
develop “‘genuine friendship
based on mutual trust.” R

Baluchistan
group’s claim

NEW DELHI, DEC. 27. An obscure or-
ganisation which calls itself the
Baluchistan National Army has
claimed responsibility for the
rocket attack on the Command
and Staff College building in
Quetta, Pakistan, on the night of
Christmas.

A spokesman for the organisa-
tion telephoned BBC last night to
say that his organisation was re-
sponsible for the attack.

“The Pakistan army was the’

main enemy of the people of Ba-

luchistan and if the attitude of the

army did not change, the BNA
would attack army establish-
ments outside Baluchistan as
well,” he warned.

The rocket, believed to have
been fired from a nearby hill,
landed on the terrace of the col-
lege library causing negligible
damage. There were no casualties
or injuries.

This attack was one in a series
on military establishments in
Quetta.

The latest, according to the
BBC, could have been provoked
by the imprisonment of Khair Bux
Mari, the chief of the Mari tribe,
on charges of killing a High Court
Judge.

Mari’s plea for bail was recently

_rejected by the Baluchistan High

Court. — UNI
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China’s fast tr
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HINESE LEADERS have long
been expected to step on to a fast
track of diplomacy to enhance
Beijing’s claim to a role in shap-
ing the post-Cold War global order. Till ve-
Ty recently, the conventional wisdom was
that the catalyst would be the issue, almost
fully settled at present, of China’s entry
into the World Trade Organisation (WTO),
However, Beijing has now chosen the sen-
sitive political question of missile non-
proliferation to signal a categorical inten-
tion of traversing the diplomatic fast track.
China obviously has sought to assert its
credentials as an aspiring global player
and confirmed regional superpower with a
definitive East Asian orientation.

Now, with the WTO-welcome corming
into focus, Beijing can hope to accelerate
its diplomatic activism. Given this pros-
pect, China is keen on warding off any po-
tential shocks to its eventual goal of
sovereignty over Taiwan. As home to the
forces that had lost to the Chinese com-
munijsts on the mainland in 1949, the is-
land of Taiwan, a U.S.-blessed ‘entity’
since then, is still outside Beijing's control.
The paramount objective of securing Tai-
wan, albeit at some time in the future, is
the motive force behind the latest dipio-
matic urgency evinced by the leadership-

duo — the President, Mr. Jiang Zemin, and -

the Prime Minister, Mr. Zhu Rongji. Chi-
na’s new initiative on missile non-prolifer-
ation has been determined, at least in part,
by the Taiwan issue. More precisely, this
refates to Beijing's perceived suspicion
that the U.S,, if not humoured, may put in
place sooner than later a theatre missile
defence system, which has afready been
masterminded with some direct protective
benefit intended for the ‘Taiwanese’ lead-
ership.

The key question raised not long ago ata
major hearing by the U.S. Senate sub-com-
mittee on international security was the
perception of China’s activities “at the
centre of a worldwide proliferation web’’.
Under scrutiny was China’s transfer of
M-11 ballistic missile-related equipment
and technology to Pakistan as confirmed
by a top U.S. administration official. It was
an open review of the State Department’s

ack diplomacy

By P. 8. Suryanarayana

view on Ghina’s nuclear weapons-related
assistanceto Pakistan as also Iran besides,
of course, 1ts suspected transfer to Iran of
some dual-use precursors that could be di-
verted for the manufacture of chemical
weapons even while being supplied for ci-
vilian purposes. Beyond the maze of tech-
nical details, some positive signs were also
recognised by the U.S. China acceded to
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty in
1992 and later supported the U.S.-led ef-
forts to perpetuate the document as a per-
manent repository of the “international
norm” of non-proliferation. China’s signa-
ture on the Comprehensive Test Ban Trea-
ty and accession to the Chemical Weapons
Convention were also commended. Yet a
puzzle, then as indeed now, is the per-

the global compass as viewed in Beijing

Itis in this context that China, old “Mid-
dle Kingdom", has now pledged to refrain
from making significant “‘contributions”
to the development of nuclear-capable
ballistic missiles and their deployment by
any country. China's overall sweeping
pledge of restraint, which will cover its ex-
port of dual-use equipment and knowhow,
is in tune with the guidelines of the multi-
lateral Missile Technology Control Regime
(MTCR). It is not an “MTCR-partner”, and
a Western theory is that the major powers
have not been very keen on bringing Beij-
ing under the MTCR purview for fear of
having to take China into confidence
about the secrets of their own ballistic mis-
sile programmes.

Beijing

has chosen the issue of missile non-proliferation

to signal a categorical intention of traversing the
diplomatic fast track.

ceived ‘‘disconnect” between China’s
commitments and its actions based on

“national security” considerations,

As sinologists Andrew J. Nathan and
Robert §. Ross argue, successive leaders
have consistently felt that their “national
security” will be enhanced by varied
proactive policies. These include the aug-
mentation of Pakistsan's military strength.
India’s potential as an international player
is a factor in such Chinese thinking. Chi-
na’s overall post-Cold War geopolitical cal-
culus at the moment is shaped by four
other major considerations: (1) the possi-
bility of Japan re-emerging as an assertive
power over time; (2) Beijing’s compulsion
to hold its own on the maritime and land
zones of Southeast Asia and the South Pa-
cific in the face of a pronounced U.S. mii-
itary presence; (3) China’s desire for an
honourable political equation with Russia
and (4) the perceived need for a Sino-
American strategic dialogue if not a part-
nership. Its dealings with Burope and the
Islamic world may somewhat he periph-
eral extensions of these essentials, but
those contacts too figure prominently in

A logical question is why China should
now seek to commit itself to abiding by
almost the entire spectrum of dos and
don’ts of the MTCR. In 1994, Beijing
agreed, at the U.S. behest, to follow the
MTCR guidelines on restraint in exporting
missiles but not the parallel injunction
against the transfer of related knowhow. It
is a different matter whether China has ful-
ly translated that commitment into reatity
in respect of Pakistan. The doubts are in-
directly confirmed by the reassuring tone
of China’s latest plenary pledge. A quintes-
sential Western view is that any scaling up
of American military supplies to Taiwan
has often prompted China to “retaliate”
by extending proliferation-related support
to Pakistan and Iran in an arc of the U.S.
interests. The reasoning is rooted in the
Western intelfigence assessment that Chi-
na's M-11 missile-related transactions
with Pakistan began in the context of the
U.S. decision to sell a huge consignment of
F-16 fighter bombers to Taiwan in 1992. It
stands scrutiny in this sub-context that the
Chinese leaders, who have consistenty
equated Taiwan with Hong Kong as Beij-
ing's rightful piece of geopolitical real es-

tate, should also want to mould the
post-Cold War global politics.

Not surprisingly, China'’s latest declara-
tory manifesto — an abstinence from fos-
tering missile-proliferation worldwide —
acquires meaning as an invitation to the
U.S. for a diplomatic bargain. The benign
statement followed a China-U.S. summit
on the margins of a multilateral no:*m.n,
ence. Given the manifest Taiwan factor in
China’s missile-related diplomacy, it is
conceivable that this new charter is de-
signed to induce Washington to reciproc-
ate suitably. Beijing wants the US. to
abandon or suspend its plans for building
a post-modern ‘great wall’ of defence
against China, namely a theatre missile
system in East Asia.

Now, unlike in the case of the U.S. m_m.:m
for a national missile defence system <<.::
a global reach, China cannot mmm:% U::.m
itself to make common cause with Russia
in opposing Washington's theatre-specific
ideas. Moscow already possesses the
means to counter Washington's missile
gamesmanship in East Asia. This QE.Wm not,
however, diminish Russia’s strategic im-
perative of joining hands with China in
sketching out plans for a multipolar global
order in the 21st century. Viewed thus, an-
other high-profile aspect of China’s new
fast track diplomacy pertains 0 states-
manship in the Asia-Pacific region. Be-
sides weaving a network of agreements
with Southeast Asian states for m::w:nm.a
bilateral cooperation, China is zeroing in
on ways ta liberate itself from the grav-
itational pul] of any particular mmOto::.mm_
zone, The Association of Southeast Asian
Nations’ Regional Forum (ARF) .m:a
groupings such as the ASEAN+3 have given
China ample scope for casting its strategic
net wide. The WTO will be a global field for
economic diplomacy. China’s coriprehen-
sive strategic agenda cannot be dismissed
as a cosmic dream. Beijing has already be-
gun to knock at the door om.n:m D:.Em of
Eight, consisting of major industrialised
powers and a strategically important Rus-
sia, besides wanting a say in the emerging
international arms control institutions. It
is a question of hcw China and the West
can accommodate each other.
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The Need

; G Noorani while ana-
\ lysing the Sino-Indian
order problem has re-

marked, “A strategic dialogue
with China will demand a
: rigorous intellectual exercise to
. define clearly our concept of
- security ... and the concessions
that our interlocutors can legi-
timately expect from us”. His
prognosis proved true because
India and China recently for
the first time ever exchanged
maps of the central sector in or-
i der to come to grips with éach
other’s point of view pertaining
. to the layout of the Line of Ac-
i tual Control along the border
between the two countries in
this sector. Both sides also ex-
, pressed hope that similar ex-
changes should take
place in relation to the |72
Western and the Eas-
* tern sectors. While this
ig definitely an encour-
aging step — that too a
_primordial-cum-tangi-
ble one — in resolving
the contentious border
" dispute, India needs to
' take a hard and rea-
listic look at the crux of
. the entire matter.
Each of the three sec-
. tors possesses a stra-
tegic content which
has a bearing on the
aspect of security. The
Aksai Chin highway
© connects western Tibet
with southern Xinjiang
- in the western sector, making
the Central Asia Republick
(CAR) that much more acces-
sible; the Kalapani issue is in-
 trinsic to Indo-Nepal relations,
. besides China, in the central
sector; and the sensitive China-
i India-Myanmar trijunction in
northeast Arunachal Pradesh
looms large in the eastern
sector.

KEY FACTORS

Thus each sector provides ade-
quate scope for gerryman-
dering. However, as far as Chi-
na is concerned, the most im:
portant out of the three secu-
rity related enumeratives is the
vital Aksai Chin highway.
This highway, which helps
. China reduce substantial tra-
ffic circumvention, has been
the principal thorn in Sino-
. Indian relations dating back to
* the late fifties through 1962-63,
when this connector was actua-
lised. The quantum of the area
under Chinese occupation here
- 1s some 34,000 square kilo-
metres. This is also the most
hyper topic for India’s politi-
cians and apparently a Lok
{ Sabha resolution exists to the
. effect that all the territory un-
+ der China’s control will be re-
' gained although no timetable

., has been set for this “recon-
*+ quest”. This rhetoric acts as a

N

good vote carrot for all our
 political parties even though
' realities are far removed. ’
The central sector also in-

- cludes Nepal in the dispute by
! default because India and
| Nepal have a problem over a
i region named Kalapani, a
| problem that featured from the
| very inception of .the Indo-
Nepal Friendship Treaty of
1950. Both India and Nepal
claim Kalapani which is loca-
ted in the vicinity of India-
' Nepal-Tibet meeting point and
incidentally falls on the pilgrim
; route from India to Mansarovar
- Lake and Mount Kailash in
; Tibet. China has a division
sized military garrison opposite
Kalapani at Taklakot to main-
tain a watching brief over Kala-

? The author is Lt. Col. (retd.),
' {ndian Army.
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pani as well as Barahoti close
by, the latter being the hub of
the border dispute between
India and China in this sector.
Hence Barahoti and Kalapani
are interlinked in as much as
unless the former is resolved
first, the latter cannot be set-
tled. India’s position in the cen-
tral sector is rather delicate be-
cause of this trilateral compli-
cation. More, Nepal expects
India to take the initiative for
sorting this out amicably
among all three countries.

The eastern sector has the
longest span of the dispute,
viz., from the Sikkim-North
Bengal-Bhutan salient thrus-

DEBABRATA .,

ting into India to the full length
of Arunachal Pradesh up to the

‘Myanmar trijunction, barring

Bhutan in the middle. The
Sumdureng Chu ridge in west
Arunachal Pradesh whose
shoulders virtually reach up to
the strategic Mishmi Hills in
the far ‘east part of the state,
pose the maximum headache
for us because of the innume-
rable approaches into our ter-
ritory that a series of mountain
crests offer to Chinese troops.
This apart, the trijunction area
just across the state’s boundary
to the east is of great import to
New Delbi since the political
proximity between Beijing and
Yangon is very close and
cordial.

The question is, what should
India do to reconcile this im-
mense border nettle with
China? We realise that it would
indeed be a good thing if two
birds, ie., China as well as
Nepal, could be killed with one
stone as the cliche goes. How?
On balance, it would be astute
for us to practise, sans emotion,
of course, a bit of what our
country is credited with ~
casting profound philosophy of
life. The doctrine of statecraft
so dexterously formulated by
Kautilya and seconded by Sun
Tzu of China, stipulates that
boundaries are never sanctified
in inter-state relations: what is
of the essence is the sanctity of
the interests of the concerned
states. An electric introspection
of our history proves the
precept.

ICE DESERT

During the early days, main-
land India comprised the total
subcontinent, complete with
Burma and Ceylon of yore plus
slices of Afghanistan and Tibet
thrown in for good measure.
Today, in the very same geo-
graphical spread, we have
three separate nations in the
main along with peripheral
ones with their own physical
extents. Further, Tibet joined
up with China and the original
Afghanistan is fighting a losing
battle with the Taliban,

Adjacent to the subcontinent
lies the newly formed CAR,

SV NTEN
Ap?froach

being a breakaway lot from the

redoubtable Soviet Union of .

yesteryear. The contention to
accept is, a country’s territorial
outline of date is never san-
guine: it has to change in keep-
ing with developing political
frames and their commitments.
This leitmotif of “fission orien-
ted extentialism”, to quote Carl

von Clausewitz, should be our

beacon in arriving at a solution
in respect of the cur-rent
border dispute. .

We have to exercise con-
summate realpolitik in dealing
with China. We should offer to
cede Aksai Chin to them and as
a quid pro quo, they should
completely disengage from the
central and the eastern sectors.
This will mean our
having to redraw the
Sino-Indian border in
the western sector,
perhaps along the gen-

Karakoram Pass to the
Chip Chap river,
thence on to the Chus-
hul-Spanggur area and
finally to Demchok.
Pakistan should have

| thern PoK to China

when the Chinese
highway was being
{built and conse-

PoK is already under
Chinese suzerainty.

Our Parliament has to be

persuaded to bolster our case
with the clincher that the area
that we are ceding to China is
nothing but an ice desert, akin

to Siachin and Bilafond and
has no strategic or productive '

value for us. At the same time,
it can- be turned into a huge
utility value if we pursue our

earlier decision to explore oil .

and natural gas in the CAR.
NO INTEREST

We can conveniently set up a

. pipeline through this area to

say, Leh. Our previous efforts
to arrange such a conduit
through Pakistan came to

nought. The only thing that can
be visualised to come in the -

way of this argument will be
our ersatz ego! We have to of
necessity shed such false
pretences. Partisan attitudes
must make way for larger
national interests. In one fell
swoop our Himalayan borders
will become fully secure, if we
play our cards right.

In fact, soon after Chinese
President Jiang Zemin’s path-
breaking address to the 15th
Congress a few years ago, the
highly respected Director of the

eral line south of the

no objection to this
since it handed over a -
large chunk from nor- -

quently, this portion of

Chinese Institute of Strategic |
Studies, Gen Xu Xin, had. dis- '

coursed that much in the same |

vein of “give and take” by which
China had resolved its land

border problem with conti-
guous Russia,
Kyrghystan and Tajikistan
(known as the famous “Four
Plus One Talks”), China was
quite willing to negotiate with
India. As usual, we showed no
interest, Neutral Asia obser-

vers like Dr Philip Cohen have |

also conveyed similar sugges-
tions at various fora with nary
a response from New Delhi.

The new millennium has
witnessed India renovating its
foreign policy by installing a
welcome break from our dog-
mas and Utopian beliefs. Let us
boost the momentum of this
renovation by adopting a key
implement of international re-
lations, flexibility, The divi-
dends will be amply re-
warding.

W
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New Delhi, Dec. 17: China has
ifirfalised the date of National
‘People’s Congress chairman Li
“Pbng’s visit, which is being desc-
Aibed as a “big step forward” in
Sfhe process of normalising Sino-
’Iﬁdlan relations.
3117.1i, second in the Chinese peck-
i order after President Jiang
in, will come to India on Janu-
”a‘fy 9 for a week-long official tour
76F Mumbai, Bangalore, Agra and
‘De'lh1
5*rHe will be the senior-most
“léader from Beijing to come to
Delhl since the nuclear tests of
£ M’ay 1998, which had seriously
“gtrained bilateral relations. He
had visited India earlier in 1991 as
ina’s Prime Minister.
3Cit Li arrives in Mumbai to meet
& Yy

representatives from India’s fi-
nancial capital. He will visit the
Taj Mahal in Agra — a de rigueur
on any visit to India — and before
leaving, spend some time in the
country’s information technology
hub, Bangalore. Most of his meet-
ings at the political level will be
held in Delhi.

Li is coming here on the invita-
tion of Lok Sabha Speaker G.M.C.
Balayogi and protocol-wise, he wi-
11 be treated as the vice-president
of China. But unlike his Indian co-
unterpart, he is a political heavy-
‘weight in Beijing.

That he had to be accommodat-
ed as the NPC chairman when
Jiang brought in Zhu Rongji as
Premier, shows that he continues
to enjoy considerable support
among party members.

In Delhi, Li is scheduled to

(-

'Lilong march via Mumbal

meet President K.R. Narayanan,
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee and foreign minister Jas-
want Singh. Besides Balayogi and
vice-president Krishan Kant, he
will also meet leader of the Oppo-
sition Sonia Gandhi.

But Vajpayee will be on a tour
of Vietham and Indonesia when Li
arrives. A meéting between the
two can be held only after January
14, when the Prime Minister re-
turns.

Relations between India and

China took a nosedive following .

Pokhran II, when defence minist-
er George Fernandes identified
China as India’s prime threat.
Vajpayee in his letter to US
President Bill Clinton a few
weeks later repeated the observa-
tion as the main reason behind
the tests, straining bilateral

st 1|\ W/

Inthe followmg months\China
not only became one of the'worst
critics of Pokhran II, but also
took the lead in creating interna-
tional pressure to get both India
and Pakistan to dismantle their
nuclear and missile programmes
and sign the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty’ (CTBT) and the Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty. .

However, in the past one-and-
half years, the two sides have ma-
de serious efforts to patch up. The
process began with Jaswant Sin-
gh'’s visit to Beijing in May last ye-
ar, followed by President Naraya-
nan’s sojourn this May.

The Chinese reciprocated by
sending foreign minister Tang Ji-
axuang in July and set in motio
the move to identify contenti
issues and settle them.

1oLl GRAPH
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7 The forthcoming visit to In{i Mr LiPeng, chair-

/ man of China’s Nationjal People’s Congress,
should help to give a sign¥icant boost to bilateral
relations. The Chinese leader will be the highest official
to«visit New Delhi since the dip ik Sino-Indian relations
May 1998, after India conducted a series of nuclear
/ tests. Relations continued to be frosty for nearly a year
until Mr Jaswant Singh, the minister for external af-
fairs, visited China in 1999. Since then there has been the
successful state visit of the Indian president, K.R.
Narayanan this May, and the Chinese foreign minister,
Mr Tang Jianxuan made an equally important visit to
India in July this year. It is clear that both India and
China have introspected and come to a common under-
ding that it is vital to forge stronger ties. The most
ignificant factor accelerating bilateral ties is the desire
; [ for amultipolar world order. Both New Delhi and Beijing
’/ are deeply apprehensive about the manner in which
" American foreign policy is increasingly taking recourse
to unilateral actions to deal with situations that are
thought to be threatening international peace and secu-
rity. For instance, China and India were particularly in-
censed by the air strikes carried out by the North At-
4 lantic Treaty Organization, under the leadership of the
United States, in former Yugoslavia. Similarly, both
| China and India face a common threat from internation-
al terrorism, especially of the kind being spread by radi-
cal Islamic groups that derive ideological and material
support from forces in Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Yet, the warming of bilateral ties cannot hide the dif-
ferences over a number of critical issues and should not
prevent a frank dialogue on these. New Delhi’s most seri-
ous concern is with Beijing’s disturbing record of trans-
fer of nuclear and missile technology to Pakistan. There
is growing evidence that despite routine assurances by
China, cooperation between Beijing and Islamabad on
the nuclear and missile front has been growing in clear
violation of Chinese acceptance of the guidelines of the
missile technology control regime and its legal commit-
ment to the nuclear nonproliferation treaty. While Bei-
jing has only recently assured the United States that nu-
clear and missile cooperation with Islamabad has
stopped, it is vital that New Delhi to uresa clear com-

mitment on this score. Ci %
India also wants a clear deli at10n of“the line of ac

tual control on the India-China border. This will not
mean a settlement of the border dispute, which admit-
tedly is more complex, but merely an agreement on actu-
al positions occupied by the two sides on the ground.
While the Chinese foreign minister, Mr Jiaxuan, during
hislast visit, assured India that the “process would be ac-
celerated” to clarify the line of actual control, there was
no commitment. The progress is being limited to the
middle sector, rather than in the really contentious east-
ern and, especially, the western sector, where the bulk of
the problems occur. China needs to be made aware of In-
dian sensitivities and concerns on these issues. New
Delhi also wants a recognition and acceptance of India’s
status as a state with nuclear weapons. However, China
is the only nuclear weapons state that continues to adopt
a hard line towards India’s nuclear policy. While the
other nuclear states have, more or less, come to terms
with India’s new nuclear status, following the nuclear
tests of 1998, it is Beijing alone that keeps harping on the
United Nations security council resolution 1172. A
healthier and firmer Sino-Indian relationship, it is clear, -
can only be byilt if both countries do not shy away from
addressing the issues that have derailed ties, time and
again.

\.
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in insurgency:|Panja

Wi
Syed Sajjad Ali

Agartala, December 11

N I O N
l |MINISTER of
State for Foreign

Affairs Ajit Panja said
here on Monday that
Union Government does
not have any specific
information suggesting
China’s hand behind the
insurgency in India. He

India’s relation
with China has
improved a lot.
Vested interest
forces are trying to

drive a wedge
between the two
friendly nations

conspiracy against India
and is involved in dis-
patching narcotic drugs

to the militants to spread - .

them in the country.

.Reiterating the blame
on the ISI for working in
cahoots with the extrem-
ists in the North-east,
Panja said that rebels of
the region have -their
hideouts across the bor-
der. When asked he said

was reacting to a ques-
tion as to whether recovery of
Chinese made arms in security
operations in Tripura confirms
China’s hand in the unrest.

“No definite information on
China’s involvement in any man-
ner has been found”, he said. He
also said _recovery of arms bearing
“made in China” mark does not

really mean anything. The minister
alleged anti-India forces might
have started supplying arms to the
militants with Chinese mark.
Panja said India’s relation with
China has improved a lot. Vested
interest forces are trying to drive a
wedge between the two friendly
nations. The IST has been hatching

Bangladesh has taken
some measures against the rebels,
but did not elaborate.

He pleaded ignorance when
asked to react on reports suggest-
ing that rebel leaders have invested
million of rupees in trade and com-
merce in Bangladesh. “But if.thig is
so they (rebels) ceased to be mili-
tants”.

"WE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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India’s development no threat’

BELJING, NOV. 30. China today said it did not perceive]
India’s fast-paced economic growth a threat to Beij-
ing and that the two countries must work hard to
develop their economy. “China’s development does
not constitute any threat to any country, including
India. We are confident that India’s development,
similarly, does not constitute a threat to China,” Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry spokesperson, Ms. Zhang Qiy-
ue, said here.

“India and China are both big developing coun-
tries. We must both work hard to develop the econo-
my and raise the living standards of the people,” Ms.
Zhang said while viewing positively the remarks
made by the Defence Minister, Mr. George Fer-
nandes, on China’s fast-paced economic develop
ment in the past 20 years. \/\'\)/\ '}

In a related development, in New Delhi, amXI're-
ports about dumping of Chinese goods in India) the
Chinese Economic and Commercial Counselloh to
India, Mr. Du Chengping, said his country has initi-
ated anti-dumping measures against companies in-
dulging in such practices.

Sy ———

Mr. Chengping admitted that there were reports
about dumping and said China has initiated action
against companies involved in the unfair practice.
He emphasised that China was against dumping, but
added that it was also the duty of India to check
dumping. Sy
‘LAC situation stable’ qu \}H‘"}

On the defence front, on reports that India plans
to buy Israeli Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) to
monitor troop movement along the India-China
Line of Actual Control (LAC) as well as the Line of
Control (LoC) between India and Pakistan, the spo-
kesperson in Beijing merely said the situation along
the LAC was largely stable.

Asked whether Beijing is ready to welcome Mr.
Fernandes, whose remarks in 1998 that China was
“India’s number one enemy” had angered China,
Ms. Zhang said, “China’s big door is wide open and
we welcome people from various countries and cir-
cles to visit China and understand the real situa-
tion.” — PTI, UNI/;
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AR 2000 is not 1962. Yet history

cannot be brushed aside or forgot-

ten. The disaster that was Uper-

ation Leghorn — meant to push
the Chinese further behind the McMahon
Line along the border with Arunachal Pra-
desh (then the North-East Frontier Agen-
cy) — is still fresh in the minds of the
surviving old guard in the Northeast. After
all, in that bloody battle in the winter of
1962 (October-November), the Chinese
Frontier Guards virtually overran Aruna-
chal Pradesh, taking even Bomdi La, with-
in reach of the garrison town of Tezpur, in
northern Assam.

Whether it was because the then Prime
Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, and his De-
fence Minister, Krishna Menon, wanted to
go with ‘popular public opinion’ or be-
cause of the ill-conceived determination of
some generals to push the Chinese back
and carry ahead India’s ‘forward policy’ on
China, the fact remains that India suffered
a major defeat. Had it not been for Nehru'’s
stature, the Government would have per-
haps fallen. Post- mortems revealed that
the country was at a disadvantage, both
militarily and logistically, to take on the
Chinese at that time. While the Chinese
had a road-head within three hours’ trekk-
ing distance of Thag La, the main war the-
atre, the Indian side had its nearest
road-head more than 48 hours of foot-
march away.

In the 38 years that followed, India has
advanced by leaps and bounds and has
become a nuclear power. We now have a
highly modern and, as always, a commit-
ted Army. But, geography has not changed.
The terrain along the 1,030-km-long heavi-
ly-wooded border that Arunachal Pradesh
shares with China’s Tibet region continues
tp be as inhospitable as before. During the
fhonsoon every year, large parts of Aru-
nachal Pradesh remain cut off due to land-
slips snapping the tenuous road links.

Taking into account history and geog-
raphy, how does one react when the Chief
Minister of Arunachal Pradesh, Mr. Mukut
Mithi, says during a formal on-camera in-
terview that the Chinese Army was violat-
ing the Line of Actual Control (LAC) by
crossing over into Indian territory? Of

, The Northeast & China

By Wasbir Hussain

course, extremg%s iously. Mr. Mithi said
in an interview to & visiting journalist in
mid-October (repeating his statements a
few days later duringlan interview to PTI)
that the Chinese had been crossing the
LAC and that this had to be stopped, even
if the former had been making the incur-
sions without really knowing where the
LAC stood, He added that the Indian Army
and intelligence had recently discovered a
Chinese-built mule trail in Kaila Pass in
the State’s Dibang Valley district. This, he
said, went to prove that incursions by the

statement should not be misread as Chi-
nese occupation of Arunachal Pradesh ter-
ritory. “Incursions and forceful
occupation are two different things. I nev-
er said the Chinese had occupied our terri-
tory, but only mentioned that they
(Chinese troops) are crossing our border
and thereby violating the LAC.” He added:
“The Defence Minister may have denied
the charges as the Chinese have not occu-
pied our land and there is not much of
evidence to prove the incursions.”

Mr. Mithi's words cannot and should

Efforts to improve (India-China) relations are one
thing but turning complacent in the belief that these
have already started having the desired results is
another. The Northeast, perhaps, is more sensitive
to the China issue than New Delhi.

Chinese were taking place ‘‘repeatedly’.
Mr. Mithi even stated that in view of the
incursions, the entire border was not safe.

Mr. Mithi’s statements got maximum
media play, with Beijing quickly denying
any intrusions. Now what was the Indian
Government’s reaction? A statement came
from the Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, that he was concerned at Mr.
Mithi's revelation. “After all, if such a
statement comes from a Chief Minister, he
must certainly have some basis for saying
s0,” Mr. Fernandes said.

Then Mr. Fernandes visited the fronder
on October 29. After meeting Army com-
manders, the Chief Minister and the Gov-
ernor, he flatly denied that there had been
any incursions by the Chinese and de-
clared that the border was safe. In Guwa-
hati, later that day, he stated that there was
no immediate need for any bilateral dia-
logue with Beijing in the wake of Mr. Mith-
i’s statements as the "“Sino-Indian border
was absolutely normal’’.

Now, where does Mr. Mithi stand in the
wake of Mr. Fernandes’ outright denial of
any intrusion? Quite significantly, he reit-
erated his position even after Mr. Fer-
nandes’ denial. Mr. Mithi said his

not be brushed aside as some odd political
ploy of a shrewd politician. Because, the
Chinese may not have occupied any Indi-
an territory but could well have been mak-
ing forays and then going back. If this is
what is happening, it is a matter serious
enough to merit proper appreciation.
First, Mr. Fernandes said that if a Chief
Minister makes such a statement, there
ought to be some basis for it. Then, having

visited the frontier, he gave a clean chit to -

the Chinese. If the Chinese have not in-
truded into Arunachal Pradesh, it is well
and good. But it Mr. Fernandes or the Gov-
ernment is trying to play down the issue so
as not to antagonise Beijing with the hope
of improving Sino-Indian ties, then God
help the Northeast. The same Mr. Fer-
nandes had stated only recently that China
was India’s “enemy number one’’, which
put New Delhi to considerable embarrass-
ment.

Mr. Mithi could well be engaged in a
deliberate campaign to create some sort of
a war psychosis to attract New Delhi’s at-
tention to the lack of basic infrastructure,
such as roads and bridges, in this far-flung
frontier. In fact, his concern with regard to
vital infrastructure, such as roads, has

Y

been echoed even by Mr. Fernandes, who
during his October 29 visit brought along
the Director-General of the Border Roads
Organisation.. Possible motives aside, a
revelation such as incursions by soldiers of
a neighbouring nation that had once
waged a bloody war on India should not be
taken lightly. After all, even now the odds
are against India, in so far as the terrain is
concerned. Even a dam burst in China’s
upper reaches is capable of creating im-
mense devastation in Arunachal Pradesh
and further down in the Brahmaputra
plains. This is exactly what happened in
June this year. A Chinese dam burst on the
Tsangpo river (Brahmaputra in Assam) in
the vicinity of Yiong (beyond the Namcha
Barwa Hill) and caused sudden flash
floods in upper, lower and east Siang dis-
tricts of Arunachal Pradesh. The toll: 30
dead, 3,000 people hit, 15 important
bridges washed away and hundreds of cat-
tle perished. The Arunachal Pradesh Gov-
ernment put the damage at Rs. 100 crore
with Mr. Mithi rushing to New Delhi for
aid. China confirmed the dam burst but
said it was not an artificial dam but a nat-
ural one, 60m-high and 2.5-km-wide, that
had burst.

The Chinese military’s Chief of Staff,
Gen. Fu Quanvyou, visited India in April
1998. The very next month, Mr Fernandes
made the famous statement of China be-
ing India’s “‘enemy number one.” But In-
dia quickly undertook damage control
exercises with the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Mr. Jaswant Singh, visiting Beijing in
June 1999. To take the friendship further,
the President, Mr. K. R. Narayanan, visited
China this May.

Efforts to improve relations are one
thing and turning complacent in the beliet
that these have already started having the
desired results is another. The Northeast,
perhaps, is more sensitive to the China is-
sue than New Delhi. After all, the region
has not yet forgotten Nehru'’s virtual fare-
well speech in November 1962 when he
said, ““My heart goes out to the people of
Assam’’.

(The writer is EditgeAhe Northeast Daily,

Guwahati.)



“Map swap

FROMPRANAY sHARMA (1\

New Delhi, Nov. 4: India and
China are likely to exchange maps
on the border for the first time
since the armed conflict of 1962,
finally putting on paper their re-
spective positions on the bound-
ary dispute.

The maps are expected to be
swapped at the forthcoming meet-
ing of the Experts Group in Bei-
jing on November 13 and 14, when
the two sides will try for a set of
confidence-building measures to
ensure peace and tranquillity alo-
ng the Line of Actual Control
(LAC). In the past, India and
China have exchanged maps only
once — way back in 1960.

The two sides are likely to
make a modest beginning by con-
centrating on the 2,000-sq km mid-

dle-sector along the
Uttar Pradesh and

of the growing urgency,
Delhi, to find an early seftlement
to the border dispute.

The government, particularly
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, will have to start a consul-
tation process with the main Op-
position parties soon to raily the
nation on this sensitive issue. The
issue came up for discussion at
yesterday’s Cabinet committee on
security chaired by Vajpayee.

Defence minister George Fer-
nandes, who visited Arunachal
Pradesh following charges by ch-
ief minister Mukut Mithi about
incursions by Chinese troops, sa-
id he found no cause for alarm.
There was nothing to suggest that
Chinese troops had crossed over

THE TELcGRAPH
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with China

P
the LAC to the Indian side, he
added.

The defence minister’s assur-
ance strengthens the thinking in
the Indian establishment that the
border dispute with China must
be settled as early as possible.

Significantly, the change in
Delhi’s attitude is taking placeata
time when Vajpayee is the Prime
Minister. As India’s foreign minis-
ter, he had taken the initiative i
bringing about a thaw in Sino-In-
dian relations, which hac gone
into a deep freeze after the 1962
conflict.

China, on its part, has resolved
its border disputes with Vietnam
and Russia and the country’s lead-
ership will look forward to an am-
icable and “mutual}y satisfying”
solution to the ndary dispute
with India.

\
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o\ Sino-Indian border talks next week

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, NOV. 10. India and China
-will hold talks next week in Beijing
on their boundary dispute amid
signals of a new political commit-
ment on both sides to quicken the
pace of negotiations.

.

Officials from the Ministry
ternal Affairs and the Ministry of
Defence will confer with \their
counterparts in the bilateral expert
group for two days starting Mon-
day. There are indications here
that the two Governments may
now be ready to exchange maps on
their boundary for the first time.

The eighth round of expert
group follows the agreement earli-
er this year between the two coun-
tries to accelerate the talks on the
clarification of the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) on their disputed
border. The exchange of maps, if it
does indeed take place, could fa-
cilitate a detailed discussion of the
ground alignment of the LAC and
inject some purposefulness into
the nearly a decade-long talks on
figuring out where exactly the line
of separation lies on their long and
contested border.

lomatic sources are unwilling to
speculate on how the talks may
proceed in Beijing next week. But
there is an air of cautious opti-
mism on the eve of the talks.
Unlike the Indo-Pak. Line of
Control in Jammu and Kashmir,
which has been delineated by the
two sides, there is no agreement
between India and China on the
LAC alignment. It is widely be-
lieved in India that the clarifica-
tion of the IAC is the first
necessary step towards a resolu-
tion of the vexing boundary dis-
pute. India has been pressing
China over the last 18 months to
impart some life into the stalled
bilateral talks on the clarification
of the LAC. The President, Mr. KR.
Narayanan, took up the issue with

the Chinese leadership during his
visit'to Beijing last May. When the
Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr.
Tang Jiaxuan, came here in July,
the two sides had agreed to accel-
erate the talks on the LAC delineat-
ion, and chose the middle sector of
their boundary for attention.
Until now the expert group has
been meeting just about once a
year. The External Affairs Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, and Mr. Tang
had suggested that the group may
now meet more frequently to pro-
ceed at a greater speed towards a
clarification of the LAC. Sources
here suggest that if the latest
round of talks go well, the expert
group could meet at least twice or
thrice every year. The clarification
of the LAC will allow the two na-
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tions to implement the earlier
agreements of 1993 and 1996 to
bring peace to the border.

The differences on the LAC
alignment have frequently led to
charges in India of Chinese mil-
itary intrusions into Indian territo-
ry. The Chief Minister of
Arunachal Pradesh, Mr. Mukut
Mithi, has recently raised an alarm
over Chinese incursions. But both
the Ministry of External Affairs and
the Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, have downplayed
these charges.

An agreement on the LAC, anal-
ysts here say, will lessen bilateral
military tensions and promote a
better management of the border
pending the resolution of the
boundary dispute itself.

ay asp ~
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(Coxtinued fr\m page 1)

| # In the Central sector, a qui-
eter area, armed People’s Libe-
ration Army troops and no-
mads frequently enter the
Barahoti Plains, which is sup-
posed to be a demilitarised
zone. Four areas here are dis-
puted. These are Kaurik, Ship-
ki La, Neelang-Jadhang and
Barahoti-Lapthal. Kaurik, the
northernmost spot, is north of
the Sutlej, while Barahoti, is
the southernmost, nearer to
the Indo-Nepal borer and close
to Dehra Dun.

8 There are larger problems in
the Eastern sector, mainly
Arunachal Pradesh over the
Line of Actual Control. In the
Kameng division area, near

Bhutan, is the Sumdorong Chu
Valley, the most famous case
of intrusion. In 1986, the Chi-
nese deployed a platoon (about
40 soldiers) but later increased
forces to company level (about
150 soldiers). Then, two more
outposts were established.
That, and the induction of
more PLA forces into Tibet,
forced Indian troops to take up
a forward posture. The Ha-
thong La-Lungro La ridge
lines south of Sumdorong Chu
were occupied.

B China occupied the nearby
Thag La ridge in May 1987
after the Indian troops occu-
pied Hathong La. According to
sources, the PLA have con-
structed a few helipads and
tried to link the posts to Le,

vﬁ\ITRUSIoN“

the P 's admlmstratlve base
in the area. There is a Chinese
battalion (800 troops) here,
supported by artillery.

& Chinese troops are also ac-
tive in the Subansiri Division,
patrolling the Asaphi La area
and building up in the Maza-
Bisa area. In the late eighties,
the Chinese built a motorable
road and a bridge. This area is
held by two PLA companies.

B In Lohit, the easternmost
part of Arunachal Pradesh, the
PLA built a permanent camp at
Tatu, and later, placed a battal-
ion there. The area is close to
the India-Myanmar-China bor-
ders. Even in this area, there
have been intrusions, with the
Chinese using the Malinja pass

to enter.
e

Chinese mtrusmn qute re&ﬂar

SRINJOY CHOWDHURY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

A

NEW DELHI, Nov. 14. — Though India
and China are holding talks about the
Line of Actual Control, there appears to be
differences in the points of view of the two
countries. The different perceptions have
led: to Chinese troops intruding into
Indian territory with fair regularity,
according to sources.

There are eight major areas of contention
in the Western sector and six in the
Eastern sector. China and India differ
about the border in some parts of the
Ceritral sector too.

In the Western sector (East Jammu and
Kashmir), the Samar Lungpa area,
between the Karakoram Pass and the
Chipchap river, is contentious, with
Chinese maps showing the LAC to be
south of the Samar Lungpa. This is the
northernmost part of the border, far to the

north of Leh. But while the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police operates north of the line
the Chinese claim to be the border, they
remain south of the Lungpa.

South of the Chipchap river are the Trig
Heights, comprising Points 5495 and
5459. Chinese troops frequently enter the
area and in fact, they have a name for
Point 5459: Manshen Hill.

The area, south-east of Trig Heights,
called Depsang Ridge is also contentious.
Differences were found when Chinese
small-scale maps were interposed on
large-scaled Indian ones.

8 There is also a difference of opinion in
the area between the Galwan river and
the Kongka Pass. India claims the LAC
runs along the eastern hot spring area,
the Chinese maintain it is along the west-
ern hot spring. India believes the LAC to

s
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be to the east of the pass.

8 There are big differences in the strate-
gic Chushul-Spanggur area. Chushul is an
important military post south-east of Leh
and to the east of the Indus. The “Indid "
Gate,” a temporary monument built to
repatriate Indian soldiers taken prisoners
by the Chinese in the 1962 war. China
thinks the LAC is 800 metres west of
India Gate and wants the LAC to be in the
Murdi Naga area.

B The Chinese also believe that Rezang
La, east of Chushul airfield should be
Chinese territory. India disagrees, point-
ing out that fierce battles for possession
were fought here in 1962. The Chinese
have also established a post in the nearby
Dumchele area, claiming it is on their
side. India also believes that Demchok is
on the Indian side as Indian troops
patrolled the area before 1962.

m See INTRUSION: page 8 /
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HIEF MINISTER of Amun-
‘ achal Pradesh Mukut Mithi hav-

ing drawn a blank with George
Fernandeson the question of the alleged
Chinese intrusions along the Line of Ac-
tual Control (LAC) in the Lohit, De-
bang, Upper Subansari and Tawang di-

| visionsofhisborder state, hasnow taken -

up the matter with Home Minister LK.
Advani for an early resolution. Irrespec-
.| tive of the authenticity of the intrusion re-
"| ports, theentire.question of the sanctity of

theLACwith the Chinese in Tibet needs

tobe reexamined afresh.

It is essential that as the Sino-Indian
boundaty dispute talks get underway in
Beijing, readers understand the issue,
Mithi has stated that a Chinese-built
mule trail had been found at Kaila Pass
in the Dibang valley. That certainly is
news ‘since I can clearly recollect that
when I' was commanding a Mountain
Brigade in the same sector from 1982 to
1984, I had found no such mule trail dur-
ing the course of field reconnaissance
carried out in the same area. The present
position needs to be reconfirmed from
all available ground sources. '

Evenotherwise, extensive ground re-
connaissance and Joint Working Group
meetings in the field held between the
army delegates of both India and China

| have provided a clear indicator of the -

“f need for constant vigilance along the

McMahon Line at all times. Have infru-

\§

|squ|et ong the McMahon Line

HIMMAT SINGH GILL .

sions taken place in these areas? The
over 1000-km long border with China in
the Northeast has not been delineated
and, therefore, certain areas of dispute
can always be the cause for a flashpoint
incursion or military clash. In addition,

- the hundreds of grazers who move to

and fro with their flock can also be the
cause of a “silent” incursion, which can
sometimes go undetected. Such a graz-

.ing party, especially if it is partly com-

posed of regular troops not in uniform,
can pose a serious security and intelli-
gence hazard, even if it is mobile and

- doesnotset up camp permanently at any

one place. Effective and rigorous pa-
trolling in all seasons is the onlyanswer
The civil administration and the various

- border agencies and outposts will also
have tocorrelate their intelligence efforts

with thelocal Army Commander so that
nogrey areasinour defences are left out.

The other major area that needs a
carefullook is that having “thinned-out”
or reduced our troops on the border con-

sequent to the Confidence Building Me- -

asures (CBME) instituted by India and
China a few years ago, the Indian Army
must ensure thatno blind spots femain
on our security screens along the entire
India-China front. We have to ensure at

+ all costs, that noforeign activity, be it gra-

zers, hunters, helipad and track construc-
tion or enemy long range patrols
(LRPs), is permitted and early warning
measures instituted for a quick response
from our side. On a macro level, the
minimum force levels necessary for our
Eastern Command, to take care of an ef-
fective defence in their area of responsi-

' Thewriterisa retired major general

7

|
bility, (Wthh incidentally also covers )
Myanmar and Bangladesh), must always |
beavailable at short notice. Some reduc: |
tion of our forces has taken place in the
Northeast to make up for the augmenta-
tion required for the Western sector.

It has to be accepted that the ﬂ
rugged, inhospitable and high altitude
LAC held by the Indian troops in this
region continues even today to be not
so well connected by an all-weather
road network from the rear areas. This
magnifies the logistic and operational
deployment problems for the Indians
and provides the Chinese a quicker .
troop and material buildup infrastruc- |
ture in ashorter time frame. -

" The defence minister has denied that ,
there have been any incursions, but it is
the persistence of the chief minister that
worries me at times. Why has he now

 gone to the home minister and the Press

on this issue? There are also reports in

-the Press that draft maps of the middle

sector are expected tobe “shown and ex-

' chang ” between the two sides in Bei-

jing. It might be better that all the areas
of dispute along the entire LAC are dis-
cussed andresolved in thejr entirety, and
onlythenﬂlemapsemhanged”mlswm
helpinbringing toan end the long-stand-
ing oold standoff between these two

 Asiangiants.
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By C. Raja Mohan MO/\9

, NOV. 15. After engaging with the
United States for about a year, India is
getting reqdy for a diplomatic pas de deux
with China. Highly-placed sources in the
Government say that a new engagement
with China is now at the top of India’s
foreign policy priorities.

India and China are both beginning to
deal with each other, if only warily. Given
the burdensome history of the
relationship, it will be a while before the
two Asian giants are locked in an
embrace. But the indications are that
India and China have begun to cautiously .
court each other. OQ

The Government is carefully ssessin‘éqr}
* political signals emanating out of China
that Beijing may be in the middle of a
serious review of its recent approach
towards India.

Pointing to the ‘“‘noticeable difference”
in the tone and tenor of recent Chinese
pronouncements, a senior Government
official said, “it is almost as if they are
taking a new look at India”.

Recent statements from senior Chinese
interlocutors and the commentary in
official media suggest that the expanding
Indian relationship with the U.S. and its
allies as well as the renewal of the old ties
with Russia may have made an
impression on Beijing.

The Chinese leaders may no longer be
able to avoid the conclusion that India

has successfully wriggled out of the -
international isolation which it faced after
the nuclear tests in May 1998. There are
hints from China that it may be ready to
acknowledge the reality that India is now
a nuclear weapon power.

The slow but steady expansion of the
Indian economic potential, and the
advances in the field of information
technology may also have helped re-shape
Chinese perceptions of India.

New Delhi’s “‘big power diplomacy” —
as some in China are calling the recent
Indian initiatives with the U.S., Europe,
Japan and Russia — is being seen in

eijing as having the potential to alter the
geopolitics of Asia.

The signals from India are that it is has
no desire to replay the Cold War games in
Asia and is ready for a productive
engagement with China. Senior officials
here insist India “will not follow anybody
else’s agenda on China” and hopes to
develop Sino-Indian relations on their
own merit,

Conscious of the new signals from
China, India would like to see the Chinese
leadership arrive at a definitive
assessment of India and is ready to move
forward without “losing sight” of India’s
long-standing concerns in its relations
with China. These relate to the long-
standing boundary dispute, the
continuing reluctance in China to
acknowledge the accession of Sikkim to

op, priority for engagement with China
\ _e

India, and the enduring strategic
cooperation with China. On the border
issue, India and China have agreed to
expedite the clarification of the Line of
Actual Control that separates the two
nations on their disputed border. At a
meeting of a bilateral Expert Group in
this week, it has been reported that the
two sides have exchanged maps on the
border for the first time.

Indian officials are still evaluating the
results from these meeting. If the
assessment is positive, it can be hoped
that the experts will meet more frequently
and negotiate with greater
purposefulness.

India’s concerns on Sino-Pak. nuclear
and missile cooperation are being
discussed in a structured security
dialogue between the two nations. The
second round of the security dialogue is
expected to take place in the coming
weeks in Beijing.

Meanwhile, with China’s likely entry
into the World Trade Organisation and
the new liberalised rules taking effect
from next April will significantly increase
Chinese economic presence in India.
Indian manufacturing industry is anxious
about competition from its Chinese
counterpart, and the Government is under
some compulsion for the first time to
come to terms with a whole new

economic dimension to Sino-Indian
relations. /
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How to Deal with Drag
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ELATIONS between India

and China have a unique
choreography, based no doubt on
the history of their difficult rela-
tionship. The latest pas de deux
took place in Beijing recently
where an expert group of officials
exchanged maps of the Sino-Indian
border along the Himachal and Ut-
taranchal states. LLaudable though
the progress is, it would be prudent
to recognise that it is related only
to the boundary question between
the two countrics. It does not
address the larger issue of security
arising out of the strategic
asymmetry between India and
China which is being redressed
only after the Indian decision to go
nuclear in 1998.

Seven years ago, in a major
breakthrough, the two countries
signed an agreement that not only
committed them to resolve their
4,056 km boundary through
‘peaceful and friendly' consulta-
tions, but to ‘reduce their military
forces along the line of actual con-
trol’. To implement the working of
the agreement, the India-China
Joint Working Group on the
boundary issue created an expert
group of diplomats and military of-
ficials to oversee the working of the
agreement. In 1996, the two sides
signed a follow-up agreement to
put in place an ambitious set of
confidence-building measures to
prevent any tension on the LAC.

But there has been a problem in
operationalising these agreements.
Neither side accepts completely
the other’s version of where the

. Line of Actual Control, actually
runs. Indeed, the 1993 agreement
was designed to resolve this prob-
lem. Till now, there had been no
movement on its critical mandate
that “when necessary, the two sides
shall jointly check and determine
the segments of the line of actual
control where they have a different
views as to its alignment.” The ex-
change of maps of the relatively
less controversial central sector 1s
the first step in determining a line
of control that will be accepted as
such by both sides.

The chances of a conflict over
the border have been receding
over the years. Between 1962 when
China humiliated India in a short
border war and today, thére has
been a sea change in India’s mili-
tary capabilities in dealing with a
cross-border attack. Technical
means enable India -to track
any build-up of Chinese forces
on the Tibetan plateau months
in advance.

The 1993 and 1996 agreements
serve at best a limited purpose for
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hina and India. The detailed
clauses on the latter agreement
pievent the kind of surprise that
rattled the Chinese in the wake of
exércise Chequerboard in 1987. As
far as India is concerned, a tranquil
border enables it to maintain one-
third of its Army in combating
counter-insurgency.

The 1993 and 1996 agreements
were signed at a time when India
adopted an ostrich-like approach
and delinked the border issue from
the wider question of the manner
in which Chinese aid to Pakistan
was undermining Indian security in
a much more fundamental fashion.
Coincidentally, since 1993, the year
of the signing of the first agree-
ment, the extraordinary and irre-
sponsible Chinese support to Pak-
istan’s nuclear and missile pro-
grammes has been revealed, princi-
pally through leaks to the Washing-
ton Times. Since Pakistan makes no

» Neither India nor China
accepts completely the
other’s version of where the
Line of Actual Controi
actoally runs

» Chances of a conflict on the
border have receded over
the years

* Chinese help to Pakistan’s
missile and nuclear
programme is aimed at india

* Indian policy-makers must
mesh security planning with
diplomacy when dealing
with Beijing

bones about the fact that its nu-
clear and missile capacity is aimed
at India, China has, in fact, been a
critical actor in perhaps fundamen-
tally undermimng Indian security.
Besides providing Islamabad
scores of missiles capable of carry-
ing nuclear warheads and reaching
principal Indian cities, the Chinese
have helped fabricate the shield
behind which Pakistan prosecutes
its proxy war against India. )
Chinese officials publicly deny
that they have provided any assis-
tance to Pakistan. Even the US,
which has access to detailed infor-
mation on Chinese nuclear and
missile proliferation, has been
afraid to act. The most ludicrous
example is that of the Chinese M-
11 missile transfer to Pakistan. This
should have triggered off tough
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yet to make a final detdefination
as to whether the missile in ques-
tion is indeed the M-11. Privately
some candid Chinese officials say
that what they are doing for Pak-
istan is no different from what the
Russians are doing for India.

This argument is nothing but
sophistry since neither the Rus-
sians, nor the Soviets before them,
breached the NPT as China has in
the case of Pakistan. In the early
1980s, before the Russians had ever
heard of the MTCR, India could
have acquired any number of high-
ly capable surface-to-surface mis-
siles from the Soviet Union, but it
did not. Instead, it has its own sput-
tering programme. On the other
hand, the Chinese have used every
trick in the book to bypass
their own commitments to the
NPT and the MTCR to provide
Pakistan material for making
nuclear weapons.

The chances of a Sino-Indian
cross-border war may have been
reduced by the 1993 and 1996
agreements, but they have not been
eliminated. The disputed border of-
fers a myriad opportunities for
conflict. On September 19, 1965,
when the tide of the war began
turning against Pakistan, the Chi-
nese issued an ultimatum demand-
ing an end to some entirely fiction-
al Indian military activities on the
Sikkim-China border and the re-
turn of a number yaks and
sheep seized by Indian forces
there. During the Kargil war,
Chinese forces visibly enhanced
their presence on their side of the
LAC in Ladakh and Arunachal
Pradesh. In the recent past,
Chinese road construction activity
in the Ladakh region has been
stepped up for reasons that are
difficult to discern.

Using or threatening force has
been a factor in Chinese policy
since the inception of the People’s
Republic. The Americans learnt
this in Korea in 1950s, the Indians
in 1962 and 1967, the Vietnamese
in 1979 and the Taiwanese as re-
cently as 1996 when China lobbed
nuclear capable missiles into the
sea off Taiwan.

Having failed to corral India af-
ter Pokhran, China has decided to
readjust its strategy. While helping
Pakistan against India remains a
key element in its strategy, it is try-
ing to show a more accommodative
posture by moving on the 1993 and
1996 agreements. The challenge to
Indian policy-makers, who got into
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Missile Technology  Control the game late, is to effectively mesh
Regime (MTCR) sanctions against Indian security planning with
China, but the US has, for the past  diplomacy. Otherwise, they- will
seven years, taken the view thatitis  come out second best. /
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Ahina breaches

By Dinesh Kumar iy \
The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: In blatant viola
of the confidence-building meas-
ures chalked out by India and
China in 1993, Beijing has con-
structed a road stretching almost
five kilometres into the Indian ter-
ritory across the Line of Actg&l\)
Control (LAC) in Ladakh. "

The road, running alon?
northern shore of the 158-km-leng
Pangong Tso Lake, extends from
ahead of Srijap located almost on
the LAC. According to defence
sources, the road will help the
Chinese to improve their comniu-
nication network and also
strengthen their territorial claims
in future negotiations.

The local unit of the army. soon
after the completion of the road,
had lodged a protest with their
Chinese counterpart during the bi-
annual brigade-commander level
border point meeting held on
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October 20, 2000, at Chushul.
Interestingly, south block man-

darins have been downplaying the

issue. According to them, the

Chinese have only extended the
road up to the LAC. The difference
in Indo-Chinese perception con-
cerning the LAC in this sector
translates into nearly four to five
kms on the ground. Such differ-
ences are precisely what compli-

cates the territorial dispute
between the two countries, experts
say.

The Chinese, who maintain four
infantry battalions and a mecha-
nised battalion in Aksai Chin, have
an extensive road network along
the LAC in Aksai Chin. Moreover,
while the Chinese hold higher
ground, the Indian side is handi-
capped by harsh terrain and am
unable to observe any of the
Chinese roads in the area.

On the other hand, much of the
lone Indian track from Chushul to
Demchok comes easily under
Chinese observation. Informed
sources reveal that during the
Kargil war the Chinese had
stepped up patrolling along the

LAC in Aksai Chin, made peu/

sions and also built a 23-km road
opposite Daulat Beg Oldie, in the
portion of Pakistan occupied
Kashmir (PoK) which Islamabad
illegally ceded to China. “Although
this road is built in their area, the
nature of Chinese military activi-
ties on ground along the LAC can-
not be perceived as friendly.” says a
top defence source.

The ‘Agreement on
Maintenance of Peace and
Tranquillity along the LAC", signed
between the two sides in
September 1993, was the first
major confidence-building meas-
ure after the 1962 War. The agree-
ment, binding the two countries to
a peaceful solution to the border
issue, requires that “..the two sides
shall strictly respect and observe
the LAC” and “when necessary,
the two sides shall jointly check
and determine the segments of the
LAC where they have different
views as to its alignment”.
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‘Sino-Indian ties

look up:

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NoV. 24. New Delhi to-
day announced a forward move-
ment in Sino-Indian relations
with both countries exchanging
maps, for the first time, on the
545-km Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in the middle sector.
Winding up a discussion in the
Rajya Sabha on the international
situation, the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, in-
formed the House of the ‘signif-
icant’ development. H P - |
Both sides had now delineated
maps on an agreed scale in the
mid-sector starting from Hima-
chal Pradesh to a tri- junction on

India, China and Ne in Utta-
ranchal. {1
The next step would' be com-

paring the maps and identifying
the differences over the LAC. A
similar exercise would be later
carried out on the Western and
Eastern sector of the border.

The formal exchange of maps
took: place at the eighth meeting

of tae Sirwia-n’ expert group

Jaswant

held in Beijing earlier this month.
In a communication to his Chi-
nese counterpart in May, Mr.
Singh had suggested that the clar- -
ification of the LAC be completed
in a time-bound manner by end
of next year.

He said the Sino-Indian border
had been largely peaceful and
that New Delhi was looking for-
ward to improving relations.

Today, in an hour-long reply to
the discussion he initiated, Mr.
Singh reiterated that India was
willing to talk to Pakistan provid-
ed the environment was condu-
cive, free of violence, tension,
cross-border terrorism and kill-
ings.

New Delhi was not willing to
concede that violence could be
used as an instrument of negotia-
tion or as a ‘pre- dialogue nego-
tiating tactic’. The Minister said
he would appeal to Pakistan to
come to terms with ‘history and
geography’.

‘N-tests were for striking
a balance Page 13
—
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2000

0’ CHINA’S PLEDGE OF RESTRAINT

/CHINA 'S STRATEGIC DECISION to desist from
helping other countries to develop ballistic mis-
siles, which could be used to deliver nuclear
weapons, is a salutary pledge. If honoured, its
beneficial spinoff will have deep international
implications. Not surprisingly, Washington has
warmly reciprocated this by viewing Beijing’s
new diplomacy as a window of opportunity to
advance the U.S.” global agenda of non-prolif-
eration. In a sense, Beijing has now impliedly
addressed New Delhi’s assertive belief, too, that
China has been masterminding Pakistan’s mis-
sile acquisition programme over a long period.
Speaking of ‘‘transfers to countries that are de-
veloping ballistic missiles”, China says that it
“will exercise special scrutiny and caution”.
The stated Chinese aim is to “prevent signif-
icant contributions” to unspecified countries.
However, Pakistan, Iran and North Korea are
often suspected to be the recipients of China’s
missile-related munificence. Overall, the pun-
chline in China’s statement is that the new
norms will apply even to those items not specif-
ically covered under Beijing’s existing ban on
exports. Moreover, China will “further improve
and reinforce’ its “‘export control system” now
defined by its own ‘“missile non-proliferation
policy”’. The sweeping array of commitments
includes an unprecedented ban on the export
of dual-use items with military applications.
This catalogue of do’s and don’ts deserves to be
commended. Resonant is the Chinese theme of
restraint in eschewing overt and clandestine
support for the missile plans of any country. Yet
it is certainly not easy to devise a litmus test to
assess Beijing's sustainable good faith.

India cannot therefore be faulted for being
guarded or even sceptical in its own evaluation
of Beijing’s latest manifesto of absginence from
missile-proliferation. New Delhi’s §trong suspi-
cion about China’s past transfers of missiles or
parts thereof to Pakistan has often been con-
firmed by Washington’s independent findings.
The saga of Pakistan’s perceived acquisition of
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na sometime ago, besides perhaps the
how too, is still a critical factor in I
long-term thinking on this subject. New Delhi
has already highlighted its China-related con-
cerns to Washington and the new entente with
the United States would probably provide a
context within which strategic information, in-
cluding the China-Pakistan arms transfers, will
be more easily exchanged. Yet, more impor-
tantly, India must seek to preserve the momen-
tum of its strategic dialogue with China. A
matter of some positive ambience for India in
this context is the American decision to retain
and enlarge its current sanctions on civilian
and military ‘entities’ in Pakistan as also Iran -
that had in the past received China’s help for
their missile programmes. Although Iran is not
akin to Pakistan in New Delhi’s calculus, the
obvious message from the U.S. is that these two
countries should clear their stables in this sen-

sitive sphere. A\\ 9,\,35‘* v

The U.S. téngs to asstiine that its own dip-
lomatic goading af China has had a desirable
impact. The timing of Beijing's announcement
within days of a U.S.-China summit on the side-
lines of an Asia-Pacific conference is not in-
significant. Yet the question is whether China is
seeking a trade-off by promising to hold its
hand over international missile proliferation so
that Washington could review its plan for a the-
atre-missile defence system (TMD) in the Asia- -
Pacific zone. China sees the TMD as a ploy to
encircle it strategically. Moreover, China has al-
ready hinted at making common cause with
Russia in opposing the U.S.” now- deferred
plans for a national missile defence system
(NMD). As seen by Beijing, the NMD may cata-
pult the U.S. to a new military apogee. So,
Washington’s considered offer of civilian space
collaboration with China, as a reward for its
good intentions on the missile front, is a move
to try and keep Beijing within bounds on s
anti-NMD front.
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/é\f\) Lines and Shadows

At first sight, there should be little objection to the Chinese Yoad
construction activities in Western Tibet. After all, India is, or hopiny, to
do the same in Ladakh. For over 50 years this region, one of the most
inhospitable in the world, has remained mired in poverty. The construc-
tion of roads will promote trade and tourism and better the life of the
hardy people who inhabit the place. The problem, however, arises when
reports come in that the Chinese have constructed roads across the Line
of Actual Control and have undertaken action that could be construed
as militarily disturbing to India. Since 1996 there has been a mechanism
to prevent such occurrences, but there seems to have been a glitch in its

nctioning and the local Army commanders have been unable to get
e Chinese to stop. What is noteworthy is that South Block does not
eem to be too inclined to take up the issue with their counterparts
ither. At one level, this could mean that New Delhi does not want to do
anything that would offend Beijing’s sensibilities. This is intriguing, con-
sidering the generally muscular approach of the Vajpayee government
to security issues. Perhaps South Block has lost focus on the border issue,
ever since the 1993 agreement on the maintenance of peage and
tranquillity along the Line of Actual Control was signed. The agreément,
which committed the two sides to define the LAC wherever there were
doubts about its location, was seen in South Block as having frozen a
tangled border question till there was an opportune moment to resolve
it. Unfortunately, it seems that the opportunity sought has more to do
with allowing the Indian public’s memories to fade [a\l't_pgr than any,
diplomatic room for manoeuvre. C?& '
Though the Chinese have been insistent in pressing their claims, Yy
* have not quite been consistent. In this area, there have been several
\3 versions of the Line of Actual Control. One was the ‘true line of actual
~J control’ as of November 1959, which is considerably west of the present
- line claimed by China. Even the present line has had several variations.
There was one line that was put forward in 1956 and affirmed by
Chinese premier Zhou Enlai in 1959 which passed through Khurnak
Fort,some 10 km east of Siri Jap on the Pangong Tso lake, and excluded
the Galwan and Chip Chap river valleys. Then there is the 1960 claim
line which the Chinese pushed to in their October 1962 invasion and the
one they claim today. In the featureless wastes of the Aksai Chin, it is
impossible to figure out just who was where and when. Unlike the
eastern sector, Indian forces fought the Chinese tenaciously in Rezang
I.a and Chushul in the 1962 war. However, in the larger context, India
suffered a humiliating defeat. This encouraged the Chinese to expand
their claim to the present Line of Actual Controlywhich was certainly
not what they really held at that time. The ChingSe have by their activity,
reminded ug/that the Sino-Indian bordey” problem remains, ang-
that much fore will have to be done befgre it can be resolved. ’
most important thing is that New Delhi/feed not be diffident abgut
pressing/1ts claims in Aksai Chin. At the Jeast, the Indian case is as good
as that'of China — or as weak. A\
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_EXIT THE DKAGON
oy Industry targets Chinese,]

orts G

OU wouldn’t have known about tlhie restrictions on

Chinese imports while attending the Wdrld Economic
Forum gala in Delhi where captains, netas
moozed at glitzy briefing sessions. But that
and not the polished talk of investment constrajnts and gen-
tlemanly criticism of the fiscal deficit, is the teal demons-
tration of government-industry interaction. North Block has
ordained, after being lobbied furiously by domestic industry,
that 131 items imported into this country must carry, first,
Bureau of Indian Standards certification and, second, infor-
mation on maximum rupee retail prices. Chambers of com-
merce and their friends in the ministries will explain that
this restriction seeks to protect not only Indian manu-
facturers, who were apparently being swamped by Chinese
imports, but also the Indian consumer, who was — shock,
horror — being lured into buying poor quality stuff. Both
arguments are examples of ingenious hypocrisy. The facts are
simple. More Chinese goods are coming into Indian markets

! now than when quota restrictions were in place. But the rise,

') lobbyists. It should have also pointed at Indian exports to

| in terms of China’s share in Indian imports, is one-tenth of a

percentage point, from 2.6 per cent in 1998-99 to 2.7 per cent
1n 1999-2000. Trends available for the first two quarters of
2000-2001 do not indicate a huge change. Consider next the
composition of Chinese imports. If consumer items were pre-
dominant, there would still be some substance to the industry
argument. The bulk of Chinese imports however comprises of
chemicals, coal and byproducts and silk. Yet it is the Indian
producers of consumer goods who are screaming blue murder.
Now look at the second argument, the consumer/quality
angle. Chinese bicycles, batteries, toys, etc are supposed to be
of inferior quality. So are hundreds of Indian manufactured
products, but has there ever been concerted lobbying by dom-
estic industry against those? Yet arguments have been made
that Chinese bicycles do not conform to Western standards. .
How many Indian products do? Applying that criterion to .
Indian manufacturing will shut down large sections of
business empires. The simple point is that if some consumers
are opting for Chinese battery cells over branded Indian ones
it is because they are finding the price differential sufficiently
attractive to ignore quality drawbacks, assuming they exist.
Indian industry is no stranger to the phenomenon. Much of
its exports to the West is based on the same principle of
acceptable low quality/ price combination. The real question
for industry barons is how China can manufacture basic con- .
sumer goods and electronic items at such price advantages, .
given that India, too, has the flexibility provided by relatively |
cheag labour. There are lessons to be learnt from discovering
how battery cells manufactured in China can be priced at Rs
2 for Indian markets, while domestic producers charge Rs 7.
That is what the government should have told industry

China, which have been increasing r
Chinese imports, the Chinese will
Bilateral trade will suffer, and s
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Apprehensions abound in Indian industry over
the consequences of Chinese products entering

the country. Ranmath Subbu takes a look %\
at the evolving scenario.
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NDIAN INDUSTRY claims that low
cost products from China are find-
ing their way into the homes of In-
dian consumers and hurting
Indian producers, but what is not
known is how widespread this phe-
nomenon is. The groups which are
most vocal and most affected are the
small and medium scale units.
Allegations of dumping are being
made in an environment where con-
sumer goods are subject to quantitative
restrictions (QRs) and tariff levels re-
main high. With remaining QRs likely to
be phased out in the next few months, if
tariff levels are not raised significantly
significantly large scale could dent the
Indian small scale manufacturers fur-
ther. The complaints arc specifically
about cheaper Chinese imports that are
coming in the form of tyres, bicycles,
dry cell batteries, fibres, ferro alloys, ed-
ible oils, chemicals and consumer elec-
tronics and components. '
There has been allegedly a quantum
jump in such imports since April 2000.
According to a Federation of Indian

Chambers of Commerce & Industry
(FICCI) study, imports have since
jumped more than three-fold for some
items like batteries. In the case of items
such as shoes or electronic components
also, the increase has also been signif-
icant.

Initial reaction from the Indian in-
dustry has tended to be one of excessive
caution. The position on tyres and plas-
tics are cases in point. The FICCI study
states that “on rough and ready esti-
mates’ Chinese tyres ''already” a one
per cent market share. “On the face of
it, this is not large,” the report says, bt
adds that a delegation from Indian tyre-
makers to China felt that “China could
pose a big threat to the Indian tyre in-
dustry” in view of price advantages.

It is not surprising that China chose
the Indian market as an export destina-
tion as the size and proxistity to China
are two attractive _ ropositions.

The Chinese economy has several in-
herent advantages over many other
countries: exports are growing rapidly
— the annual growth of exports in-

creased from 11.5 per cent in the 1980s
to 14.5 per cent in the 1990s. Amazingly,
China’s trade surplus with the U.S. is
comparable to India’s total exporf turn-
over.

\, At a recent meeting of the “Track Chi-
1a’ cell of the Confederation of Indian
dustry (CII), Mr. Ravi Sinha, CEQ, SRF
4d., and chairman of the cell, said Chi-
nY can be seen from three perspectives:
as\a role model, as a potential compet-
itor and as a partner for India.

China is undertaking its third gener-
ation reforms but it suffers from severe
regional disparities. Unlike India, how-
ever, China has seen the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) as a catalyst for
restructuring its industry and has un-
dertaken amalgamations and placed a
renewed focus on productivity.

A 1997 World Bank study, ‘China
2020’ shows that China will become the
world’s second largest exporter by 2020
after the U.S. Currently 40 per cent of
Chinese exports are in electronics. Fur-
ther, China’s success can be attributed
to having an export culture in each and
every sphere.

There is no doubt that cheaper im-
ports from China have had an impact
on the smaller scale manufacturers
here. Recognising this, the government
has initiated steps towards correcting
the situation and the Customs Preven-
tive Department has conducted raids

Threat perception over im

on several importers of Chinese goods
and seized items worth several lakhs of
rupees. There is a blueprint to rescue
the domestic industry from the spectre
of cheap imperts.

Indian initiatives

First, the government has increased
the basic duty on imports of edible oils.
The duty on refined palm oil and RBD
palmolein has been increased from 35
per cent to 65 per cent. According to the
Soyabean Processors Association of In-
dia (SOPA), “The 10 per cent hike in
crude and refined oils other than palm
oil and RBD palmolein would put a stop
to the unbridled import of cheaper ed-
ible oil into the country and regulate
the imports to the gap between the de-
mand and supply. This would also en-
able the domestic edible oil industry to
get a remunerative price for their pro-
duce.” .

Second, the government has ordered
anti-dumping investigation into select
Chinese imports and is laying down the
standards for imported goods. This is
the first time that the anti-dumping
mechanism has been activated against
consumer goods.

Third, the introduction of compulso-
ry licensing for imports. This is permit-
ted under WTO norms and while the
government would not deny a licence,
it would require information and prior
notice. It is making licensing compuiso-
ry for all imports. The special import
licence idea is based on the Singapore
model where all imports are subject to
compulsory licensing. This mandatory
licensing would help in collection of de-
tailed data on all imports and would
allow easier interpretation of import
trends.

Lastly, the government has imposed
BIS (Bureau of Indian Standards)
norms on the import.of 131 goods. This
regulation for making imports adhere
to BIS standards and compulsory print-
ing of retail price was cleared by a high-
powered committee constituted by the
Prime Minister to monitor imports.
While the printing of retail price would
help check under-invoicing, the adher-
ence to BIS standards would prevent in-
flow of sub-standard goods.

According to the order, which came
into effect last week, an exporter has to
register himself with the BIS. The prod-
ucts imported would have to comply
with all conditions listed in the Stan-
dards of Weights and Measures (Packed
Commodity) Order of 1977 which is
currently applicable on items produced

ports from
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/ THE CHINA FACTOR

Several apprehensions persist about the
impact of Chinese goods on the Indian
market. Lower prices and better quality of
Chinese products are seen as mgjor causes
ot concern for Indian manufacturers.

o,

and electronic toys.

Allegations by Indian Industry
Products ‘dumped by China include batteries,
tyres, bicycles, fibres, edible oils chemicals,
transistors, CD players, stereos, calculators

# Dumping
m Smuggled through land and sea routes
® Re-exports through Nepal

Routes taken by Chinese products

ARABEAN

Steps by Indian Government

m Mgndatory BIS certificaton.
m Compuisbry Ycensing for allmorts

m Procedure for anti-dumping investigations.

® Enforcemes ¢ of Packaged Gommodities Rules.
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pulsory for all imported goods to carry
the name and address of the importer.
A notification to this effect was issued
by the Directorate General of Foreign
Trade (DGFT) last week.

Also, the printing of maximum retail
price would help as it should include all
taxes, freight, transport charges, com-
mission, advertising cost, delivery,
packaging and forwarding expenses.

But there are critics of the steps initi-
ated by the Government. According to
Mr. Venugopal Dhoot, managing direc-
tor, Videocon International, a leading
player in consumer goods and electron-
ics, “The government’s reaction is
wrong in this matter. It is not possible
to over-value Chinese goods coming in,
As a signatory of the WTO India should
not impose such restrictions. We will
have to take the competition head-on.
Indian labour is the cheapest in the
world and we have to show by perform-
ance that we can compete with any
product coming from anywhere.”

A segment that has taken a hit has
been the domestic electronic compo-
nent industry. According to Mr. B. S.
Sethia, Honorarv Secretarv. Electronic

more than 50 per cent of electronic ac
cessories and equipment come fron
the unorganised sector. Products fron
China are either grossly-under-invoicec
or smuggled and they are priced 10-15
per cent lower than in the domestic
market.”

Earlier, the duty on finished compo-
nents was at a maximum of 45 per cent
and that on raw material was between 5
and 25 per cent. But in the last two
years, the duty on raw material in-
creased to 35 per cent and that on fin-
ished components came down to 15 per
cent.

The total requirement of components
is around Rs. 10,000 crores, while local
production of components is Rs. 5,500
crores. There have been no fresh invest-
ments in the electronics component in-
dustry except in colour TV specific
components which are not affected by
the grey market as CTVs are mainly
manufactured by the organised sector
which pays excise duty and avail CEN-
VAT. However, according to Mr. Sethia,s
most other equipment such as audios,
B&W TVs, electronic accessories and:
small gadeets are manufactured bv the
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AChina hopes visit \yll;

lead to <Peac

3{\,\.)) ments in which he has called for

Beijing, October 2

CHINA HAS expressed the h pe
that the visit of Russian President
Vladimir Putin to India beginning
today would lead to peace and sta-
bility in the region.

"We hope that the development
of India-Russia relationship will be
beneficial for preserving regional
security, peace and stability,"
Chinese  Foreign  Ministry
spokesman  Sun
Yuxi said here.

"Both India and s
Russia are our close
and friendly nations. We want to
see the relations between the two
countries develop," Sun said.

India and Russia will sign historic
declaration on partnership during
Putin's four-day state visit.

China and Russia have already
established a strategic partnership
of coopeartion and during Putin
visit to Beijing in mid-July the two
sides agreed to work together in
the international arena to promote
peace and stability.

Meanwhile, the Chinese official
media has given prominent pre-
visit coverage to Putin's comments
on relations between .Russia,
China and India,

The official Xinhua news agency
as well as People's Daily and China
Daily -highlighted Putin's com-

région

joining of forces between Russia,
China and India to defend Asia's
common interests on the principles
of "openness and transparency.”
“Putin calls for an Asian partner-
ship," China Daily said in a front-
page report.
"It is impossible to ‘establish a
new architecture of integpational
relations as a whole wit
participation of Russia, Chj
India,”"
added.
"It is impossible to

‘establish a new architecture of

international relations as a whole
without the participation of
Russia, China and India," the
paper quoted Putin as saying in an
interview with the Russian rtr tele-
vision on the eve of his visit to New
Delhi. Though China has not
openly supported the establish-
ment of a 'strategic triangle’
between  Moscow-Beijing-New
Delhi as suggested by former
Russian PM chgeny Primakov,
senior Chinese Foreign Ministry
officials are of the view that there
is scope for enhancing understand-
ing on important global issues.
"Three countries have broad con-
SENSus on new mtemauona
oppésing neo-interventibnis
profioting multipolarisatiominthe=
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India, China
defence on par

By OUR SPECIAL /\
¥

CORRESPONDENT
L Kl

New Delhi, Oct. 9: Forge mod-
ernisation programmes} being
undertaken by India’s {neigh-
bours, especially China and
Pakistan,  necessitate  India
matching their preparedness,
especially in view of the
increased threat of limited war
with a nuclear overhang, defence
minister George Fernandes said
at a seminar on Monday. _

“India must maintain parity
with China and other neighbours
in the context of force moderni-
sation programmes being under-
taken by them,” he said.

Mr Fernandes, however, added
that India’s defence modernisa-
tion programme was in no way
i inferior to that of China. “It is
actually running parallel with
8 Turn to Page 2
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B Continued from Page 1
China,” he said. Dehvermg the keynote ad €ss at a seminar on “Air
Power in India’s Security” organised by the Ingtitute for Defence Studies
and Analyses, he said, “Many changes are taking place in our neigh-
bourhood which will affect the future power balance. These changes nat-
urally raise many questions. What, for example,\will be the implications
of the Chinese modernisation for us in the next decade or so?” The coun-
try needs to be prepared to tackle any introduction of new technology in
the region, Mr Fernandes said. The defence minister later told reporters
the recent agreement with Russia to manufacture Sukhoi-30 aircraft
. would boost India’s defence preparedness. The agreement includes
i building futuristic avionics for the multi-role jet fighters in India and
developing weapons systems. “This will give India the needed techno-
logical edge,” he said. IDSA director Air Commodore (Retd) Jasjit Singh
said by 2007, China, with indigenous production of Su-27s, will have
300 of them and pose problems for India’s outdated eastern air fleet. Air
Commodore Singh said the Chinese, after the signing of the 1993 agree-

bring about a “substantive and qualitative changes in its weapons tech-
nology base.” Together with building a hi-tech air force, the Chinese had
since the early 1980s embarked upon a planned programme to build up a
professional officer cadre and the next few years would see most of these
young officers occupying top posts in the Chinese Army, he said.
Meanwhile, addressing a Territorial Army Day parade, Mr Fernandes
said India hoped to increase its Defence Budget yg/three per cent of GDP
by next year or the year after. He, however. s e forces were not fac-
ing a cash crunch at any level at present.

“nee Notes

Fand

v i AGE
-‘ [ TR
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GAURAVC SAWANT
NEW DELHI ocT 13

CHINA has objected to the

presence of the Indian Navy in the.

South China sea, that the
- responsibility of patrolling the sea
was of the Chinese Navy. The

protest was made just before the-
visit of two Indian ships INS Kora

anleSDe]lutotheportofShang
hai thiough a “warm welcome” was

- accorded to the Indiannavy. -
The two ships subsequently vis-
ited Japan and presently are on
their way back to India after visit-

ing Korea and Indonesia. “China .

does not have avery large navy but
has embarked upon an ambitious
nlan to modernise its fleet and at-
ain a blue water status. Of course
ihe oountrywnll take over adecade

ooy

jects to Indian Navy in

todosoand therefore feels threat-

enedby the presence of any navyin

the South China sea which they
feel are their territorial waters,” an
official at the naval headquarters
said. China’s protests are not India

memorate the visit of the Ind1an\

fleet, the thirdever..

But China’s protests have made
the navy re-think about its area of
operations. No longer does the

navy talk of patrolling the seas from

or Singapore. We told them that

- we are passing through and would
even visit them and carry out Pas-.

sex (exercise) and they received us
warmly,” Rear Admiral SCS Ban-
gara, assistant chief of naval staff

(operations) said. In fact the navy -

was “touched” whén the Chinese

released a first day cover to com-

_centric. “The Chinese bave north Arabian sea to the south
protested . any — -"Chinasea. “Acttli; '
‘navy carryin lin,
:gx":ii’&m in e IN TROUBI.ED kil
N Ctpng sca, - piracy on the high
tyetibleg WATERS RS

" the region we are looked uptopre-

vent it. But the choke pointsare in

the Malacca Straits and we shall be
patrolling only till the Malacca
Straits,” sources said,

'The navy hopes with the acqul

sition of Admiral Gorshkov, the”

Russian aircraft carrier it will take a

quantum leap in attaining blue wa-

-fence ship which will take around

* China, Japan, Korea and Indone-

!ﬁlfh’sea

s tus.’Ihenavypdansto have
¢ aircraft carriers - INS Viraat
whiich will become operational af-
ter retrofitting by €arly next Yyear,
Admiral Gorshkov and the air de-

eightyears tobuild at Cochin.
“Goodwill visits like these to

sia are to strengthep ties. India’s
IOVES are not aggreNgjve or moti-
vated with territorial designs” an
official said. Former chief of naval |
staff Admiral R H Tahiliani said |
that the Chinese protests only
amounted to “pressure tactics”
andwere not alarming. -
China too is trying to make in-

. roads into the Indian Ocean re-

gion and is warming up to the

Myanmarese navyto makeabase
attheCoeoIslands
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NEW DELHI, Oct. 1691" \
defence and foreign ministries
chose to keep silent on the
Arunachal Pradesh chief min-

ister’s claim that the Chinese
were intruding along the Line

of Actual Control. \e 0
The MEA not only refuged
comment, it passed the byck
&) e

on the defence ministry.
| issuye is related to the border
situation,” a spokesman said.
The ministry had “no details”
on Mr Mukut Mithi’s claim
that a Chinese-built mule trail
has been found in Arunachal.
The MEA spokesman said:
“I really cannot say if the mat-
ter has been taken up diplo-
matically. I am not in a posi
tion to confirm or deny it.”
— SNS

" “Insiders infvolved
~ in Saki killing’

HYDERABAD, Oct. 16. — Two
people at the Nehru Zoological
Park were involved in the
killing of 13-month-old tigress
Saki, senior TAS officer Mr
AVS Reddy, inquiring into the
incident, said today.

Meanwhile, the park’s chief
curator, Mr B Trinadha Rao,
has been transferred.

Mr Reddy pointed out en-
croachments near the safari
park and called for improved
security. — UNI
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FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Oct. 26: India, which
had played down reports of al-
leged Chinese incursion in
Arunachal Pradesh, has decided
to thrash out the issue at next
month’s meeting of the Experts
Group in Beijing.

The meeting, likely in mid-No-
vember, comes amid growing
opinion that Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee should take the
initiative in settling the decades-
old border dispute with China.

According to sources, the Ex-
perts Group will try to come up

© with suggestions on confidence-

building-measures that could help
maintain peace along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) and, nor-
malise bilateral ties.

Efforts are also on from both
sides to arrange a visit by Chinese

premier Zhu Rongji to India early

next year. If he agrees, the visit
will be the first by a Chinese
Prime Minister in over seven
years and the first highest-level
trip from Beijing to Delhi after the
1998 Pokhran nuclear tests.
Experts here feel Vajpayee
should place China high on his
priority list. As foreign minister
in the Janata Party government
in 1977, Vajpayee had taken the
lead in bringing about a thaw in
Sino-Indian relations. They point
out that his historic bus-ride to
Lahore paid off as Pakistan was
isolated in international circles
following the Kargil intrusion.
Vajpayee also went out of his
way to mend fences with Washing-
ton. If-he can build bridges with

China ainl, atdgabt, remove the ajr

of suspicion, it would go a long
way in consolidating the Centre’s
foreign policy gains, they said.

It was Arunachal chief minis-

ter Mukut Mithi who recently
claimed that a Chinese-built mule
trail had been found at Kaila pass
in Dibang Valley district, which
proved that the Chinese army had
made ‘“repeated incursions”
along the LAC.

While Beijing refuted the
charges, South Block played safe,
saying a mechanism was already
in place to tackle such develop-
ments. A few days ago, defence
minister George Fernandes an-
nounced that he would visit the
Northeast to verify the charges.

Indications are that the incur-
sion issue will come up at the
meeting of the Experts Group,
likely to be headed by Nalin Suri,
joint-secretary (East Asia) in the

~ministry of foreigraffairs™ "

But going by the present
mood and judging by Delhi’s reac-
tion to Mithi’s charges, it is un-
likely that India would indulge in

T
@yvagts Atglgggmtﬁv

China-bashing in public.

The session is important. Its
inputs go into the Joint Working
Group meeting — which is headed
by the foreign secretaries of the
two sides — due early next year.
Complaints of either side are
thrashed out at the experts’ meet-
ing, scheduled twice a year. The
two sides have also started a secu-
rity dialogue from last year to
help them appreciate each other’s
security concerns.

Both Delhi and Beijing have
shown a willingness to settle the
border problem, a keenness re-af-
firmed during Chinese foreign
minister Tang Jianxuan’s July
visit. Following a meeting with
his Indian counterpart Jaswant
8ingh, the two sides decided to
start the delineation process of
the LAC in the middle-sector —
between Uttar Pradesh and Hi-

machal.
i

THE TELEGRAPH

27 0t7 7

1



‘ap1s 148U Yy uo s eW-3|qNnoly
eounod [enuatod pue sisieuinol daay
0y pue aSeuoned jeonijod asingsip 01
SIISIA d[A Suisn jo epuade 12109s 3WOS sBY
JUBUIUIIA0Y) d[g 9yl ‘3SIN0d Jo ‘Ssajuf]
‘paynsn{ sem ‘saadni Jo s81010 [RIIAIS JO
1500 a3ny e Je Ajlule) ajoym SIy pue 1uap
-18914 ay3 10§ di1 aunseajd ‘Guraas-1ydis e
Paj[ed 3aq PINOD ‘1524 1B ‘YOIym HSIA B |yons
1919Yym sasLIe ‘010j010Y) ‘uonsanb sy

“J{asit eiput £q 1nq
euiyD) Aq jou pajels aie $}[e) Iaploq ayl
JBY) 2Ieme ag 1log pINoys JUIWUISAOL)
9yl pue Juaplsald Oyl -, Sfg1 13p
-10q dn peaads 03 ruIy) U0 papieaald yuap
-18914,, a4} 181 1y3no11al)e ue se pajels
sifefy [euralxg Jo ADsSary syl jsoy
ura10} € U0 s1s9Nn3 jJo proj-oquUIN{ B 101jJUI
0] 31291100 3q ) pnom juswaaordull pa
-poaau jjosi araydsoune ayy 1 ;qof poos e
suop Apeaife suonelas d1iqnd 10§ Iref) pue
sonijeuosiad swospuey Hay) ynum ysuis
juemse( “IJA pue ypuen alfey jou pey
g souaydsoune,, ayy oaosdwil 0y sem
uSiA 9y} 1B pendie swos I |19) NSIA
ay) ojur aoueoiiudis [ponijod awos 100(
U1 0} SIBUSIM-[[om SIY pUB JUSUIUIIA0L)
ay) Aq s110§)e 1uanbasqng jsuonejal uelp
-uJ-oulg SURodJe $Is3)1BW U0 SUOISSNOSIP
SNOIRS OU Py UaIpIsald oyl ‘uofs
-sfwipe [epyo uQ asodind jeomyod sp
-}[ pamoys 1SIA Ay [, "uLiyj Ing a3rjod atom
asouTyD) Ayl JIym A9)Y-mO[ pue [BNSEBI
PawIaas Spnue ueipuf oy, ‘Adtjod euiyD)
Ie3[d B $)[o®| BIPU] 18Y] PaMOYs 1 INoiABY
-aq jo utaned pue saanoadsiad podueyd
ayy sayenshfl sfem owios Ul BUIYY)
0} 1ISIA JUSDdJ SUPISaIJ UBIPU] Y[

“1amod PHIOM B 2WI003( SBY )T ‘{IdUno))
£11mdag ‘NN 91 Jo diysiaquiaur Jusuetl
-10d ® pue [eussIe Ieajonu adie] v ‘apenl
uolq OSES B YHM Bam ayl Aq parea]
pue Aydrur oy Aq paoom ramodiadns
your pue 3uoins e se padiowa mou Sey
eumy) "You i apew ua( "3uons eury)
apew OB "pasiaral sy uontsod ay) Aepo],
‘PlIOM S[ISOY B AQ POpuUNOIINS AIUNod
Iood B Udyl sem eulry) ‘sileye [euon
-BUIAIUI U 9JI0J B pue JUSWSAON Pausi[y
-UON 91} JO I9pE3] Y} Sem BIPU] 0561

U] "9sIom 31 10} eIpU] ‘19))2q 9} 10§ BU
-1yD — smeis pue y18uans ur a8ueyd-eas
e suo213pun saey eUlYY) pue BIpU] Yloq
‘s1BaA (G 1S€] 9] 19A0 ‘QuInueal Ayl U[
“Ayendsoy asaupyy) Lofua 0y din
ainseajd e uo JUIPISO1J INO PUIS IM Aep
Pyl syl pue [ ON Awaud se I3y aqlios
-op Aep 18yjoue ‘10ssa188e eury) [[eo am
Kep auQ “Aoyjod BUIYD) U140 OU AJfen)
-11A seY d[g aY) asneddq wnnoea e ur Ut
-19punop aie am ‘Aepo], "ao1ape Juoim uo
Buidjas £q 11 paYdaIm By Ing Aotjod eury)
poo$ e jo 1y3noyl pey 1seaf 1e niyaN ‘sut
-129 a8ensse 03 y3uis JuBMSR[ "IN pUIS
0} PEY] JUIWIUIDACK) 31} PUE ISSUNYD) 2
paleunyul SIYL ‘Iselq ]| Uelpod Syl 10§
uoseal e se BUIY) pajlod A[LIBSS92aUUN pue
A9SIMUN JUBUWIUIOACD 3Y) ‘BUIYD Iim
suone|al puaw 03 3UlAll JO peaISuUl ‘GEET
ut 1omod 0] swed JUSWIUIAA0Y) J[d 3yl
uayp "uonuane ou pied safedfep "IN Ing
19ploq 9y) JO uonnjos Jaseq, e palsad
-3ns Guaqg ‘1oistuny udiaiof se Sulllag
paisia aakedlep reyag BIV I UBSUYM
0861 U] "1ayealay) syuswidopaap asiaape
JO SOLIdS 3Y) PalIoABR puUB UONOBII UIBYD
ap poyusaaad saey ppnos am joe) pue
aouapnid oMy B YIM UBISDRJ Spiem

0] ul{im St 9pIsS J9YUaU ISNBIAQ ISned
1SO[ B 2WI033( SABY 0] WIS SNY) Sy[e) 19p
-10q paj[ed-0s Sy, ;onb snivis ay) Suure;
-Urew Ul 3{}ouaq a10W $33s BUIYD) 3sSnBIaq
11 ST IQ "M 9p)ds 1o uonsanb 1apioq ayy
SSNOSIp 01 JulIMUn 10 J|qeun udaq sey
(uawel{led UBIPU] dUl1 JO UONN|OSAI BU
-IyD)-1Ue pasiape-[fI Ue Aq umop pan pue
ajqeno3au-uou aq 0} 1p10q 3yl 3urpjou)
BIpU] JBY) UONESI[BAI S JO 3SNeIaq SUoIs
-SNOSIp 19ploq Ul 1S3J9IUl 1SO[ SBY BUIYD)
sdeyiagd ‘wiajqoid 1apioq ayy Buia[osal
U} Po1SaIaIUL 10 U3 JBY) UIDIS 10U S0P
BUIYD INg 11 0] SuDj[e} pUe SI 1I 1BYM 10J
eury) Sundadoe jo Aepol Jo poout 19qos
alow ayj 0} 3sed ueIANIYaN 9} JO WSIUO
-8eyue Gupunypun, 01 uonempe JupuIy)
-un, wWolj "Buly) SpIEmoO) pPooul 19113q
e U SI BIPU| MON] *dAIsuodsarun paurewal
eIpu] Inq e1pu ymm andorelp e 3uiuado
ur polsaiaiul Apuinued pouwidas ‘paal]
Aoy se 8uof se ‘noy) pue oeN ‘0961
ur 1y[a(¢] 01 dwed A[euosiad re[-ug noy))
USYM I9pUN|q UBAB[BUIT}H B PR 9M Y|BL
0] pasnjol JSIj 9p "JNOJ § BIPU| Ul dI0W
s1 awre[q ay) uopnsanb 1aploq ayl uQ
1amod 1a8uons e sad1owo eIpuj 10
Ann s31 SaAINO ueIshied J1 93ueyd Aew

L

‘Aanjod vury) juaiayod ou Appniaia svy
dId ay1 asnviaq wnnova v Ul Surapunolf aip am
‘Avpoy -aotapv Suoim uo Suifjas Aq 11 paydraim ay
nq MAorjod vuiy) poos v Jo jy3noyy pvy 1svay v NIYIN

-01 1 seUly] pue euUly) (M suonegpl
Bu1zaa1y vIpU| 01 pPo| SIYL ‘UIn) U] oele
9saUTYD) Z96] 9Y3 SIA[SINO uo Jy3noiq
snip pue epueSedoid pue aZen3uej
aanedoaoad pasn pue ansst 19ploq a3yl Uo
apniiije a[qeuoseaIun uk paydope app sn
AqQ PaVTRIS PUR UOTIIEAL URYD B 31dM BU
-IYD YIMm suone[al 1o SuLiew sjuaayg
‘IIm Tesnijod Buomns e jo asnedaq d)eu
-nsemold asaury) oyl fm jeanijod jo
Joe[ Jo asnedaq sareunseldoid apis uerpuy
oyy. "uoneunserdoxd 1daoxa apy sI oY)
‘a10ya131], 'ssa13o1d yonuw 1noyim pauod
:3sod pue pay aie sye1 ayl sadueread
daay 01 Inqg ‘uonnjos e 1oj ssaid

UOREN)IS J] ‘pUSLY ,paisal-awil), pue
IBOp AIaA SBUIYD UEISDIBJ OpEW Safes
Amel[iul aAneN] AISA 9Y) PUE dAlOW
goxd oy paonponur ‘Budg ‘10Ss900MS
SIY 1nq SwWie jo 3[es ayl 01 pasoddo sem
OB\ 'SQ961 9IB[ oY) Ul paliels uelspied
SPIEMO] i} S BUIY)) M noge uado Apuap
-111S S1 MOU INq UBISPEJ SPIBMO) 11} SlI
noge AYs pue 2AnISUaS ISR Sem BUIYD
‘Afrentu) 98ueUD AUIOS MOYS 01 SWAIS
apmiume asauly) 3y suopssnb yloq
UuQ "way) 310Ul 10 1IPS 01 pud) A[UO om
Aepo} Ing ‘suope[al mo ul juswaacidui
[e21 OU 2q UED 210y} swrdjqoid asay) aAjos
pue suioy a} Aq [[nq 3yl 34el aM SSa[U[)

153
,@ adfuereq °A ‘A A9

1oadsiad wmmcw.ﬁp-hm.mpgaﬁ-o&

\ O

‘PAA[OSAIUN UBWAI [{lis Sapedap o] ised
ay) 10} sUONE[31 INO PI[IAapaq dABY JBYL
(@Indsip Japiog ay) pue UOISN[jOI UBISD]
-ed-ours z1a) swajqoid jueiodur om
‘suopn
-e[al UBIpU]-OUIS JO [[9Mm eads jou saop
1SIXo [[e 18 pinoys uorssaiduil ue yons
Jey) INq ‘Sl JUAUIAIRIS 31 1091100 MOy
MO JOU Op aM "suoneoqnd y1d Auew
u} passaidxo MaiA i) sem si) ‘Iay 03 3ul
-p1020Yy "321N0s Iay pauonsanb Auew pue
siea [eondads uo [[a) syfewa ay] °, BIpU]
pue uedef :S3UIDUD 1Y S SSINUNOI OM)
spieda1 euny),, eyl juswoilels Juruado
3Y) Yyum JdUBIpPNE UBIPU| I3Y PIYIOYSs
IB[OYDS o) ‘Yo MON O3 JNSIA JUID
-3l ® U} 1Yy uaaad of erpuj jo suorid
-sns s, eUMY)) ‘S3IpMG d18a1eNS JO 23NINSU]
YOUAI] Y} W] 1B[OYDS (OIBISdI OUal]
e 0} Suiploody ‘suodeam Ulspow-eIln
yum 1aq1], Suifjnioy A[snounj uaaq aAey
3saury) Y3 ISpuom ON "IdGIL JO [ONU0D
JI9Y) U0 109j0 si1 pue eipu] ul souasald
s, pwe Te[e(] 9yl U0 SUONBAISSII dARY O}
SUIAAS OS[E BUIYD) "eIpu] 3im san) asoxdun
0} uBISDIed MESI0} JoU [[IMm I JBey) Jedpd
1L 9pelW SBY BUIY)) pBIISUI ‘UBISDRd WOI]
Jasu pasuesstp Appinb saey 1ydnu eury)
A[pualyy y jou sey 11 Ing "[ouno)) A3Lmndag
"N’ 213 Uo Jeas e 10j }sanb o payioddns
Aisnoaueiuods aaey pnom eury) Ajpuaiy
v ‘uede Sunjup aq 01 WS Ing IS0
auwIod JoU dABY am ‘suonedipul jussald
uQ wauacldur aanueysqns Aue Apiey
u9aaq sey aray[ ‘uondunsse Uk yons arfaq
0] Waas S10¥j pIey o) INg [RWIOU MOU
oIe suone[RI uelpuf-ours jeyy uoissald
-w1 ue 918210 Yorym diyspuaiyj 03 saingLi
Aramo[] Aq papuane AjqeLeaur sqJA pue
sieyo £q susia jo agueyoxa Juiseard
-uy UB U33q SBY I3y} sIeak jusdal u]

"UIIDUO0D I0] ISNED IABY SUOLIR]II UBIPU|
-0ulg JO JUdWIRAOIdUE SYf) Ul PoIsaIalul
Afoumuag asoy], ‘uonosadsonul 10 S[ed
SIY) pue jou sey )1 ‘A[@IBUNLIOU[] "UOH
-BIQA[3D © PIAIISIP ARy pinom i uaij
AJpuaLy alouw WAy} apewl pue 1ay1adol
I9sop BUIYD pue eipuj 1ydnoiq
pey Sy Ji 'suonepI  onew
-o[dIp uBIpUI-0UIS JO SIBAA (G JO
uonafdwod ayy syrew YyqA SIH

NDU

t s
¥
ik

;"”i

iE

)
-

r
M

i



%“V

APANESE Mxmster Yo-

. shiro Mori was inYpdia from Au-

gust 21 to 25. Any assessment of
» the significance or prospects of
Indo-Japanese relations should be made
within the ambit of Japan's world vision.
Japan has had to redefine the terms of
reference ofits foreign and strategic poli-
cies at the end of the Cold War, speciallyin
the context of the detente between the
JUSA and the Russian Federation, the
substantive expansion of US-China rela-

tions, and the success of the Chinese ex-

 periment in economic liberalisation.
India’spriority in Japanese foreign
policy is determined by these factors.
| We ar'e,notJapan’sprimary areaof po-
litical, strategic or security attention.
- We have, pqrhaps, a higher priority iri
the Japanese scheme of things in selec-
tive areas of technology and exports
andtoalesseréxtent as amarket for.in-
vestment. We must also remember
that Japan continues to distfiiguish be-
twagn South-East Asia and South-
Asia. The former unidimensional
focus on South East Asia is gradually
undergomg change because of India’s
economic reforms. Japan increasingly
acknowledges the potetialities of
Indo-Japanese economic relations for
mutual benefit. But this acknowledge-
ment doés not transoend Japan’s basic
assessment that the relations can
achieve their full potential only if India
falls in line with the broader strategic
economic and technologijcal orienta-
tions of the advanced democracies of
the world that constitute the Group of
7, though cosmetically Russia is also an
additiopal member of the group.
Thlswas the first visit by a Japanese
prime mmlster to India after a gap of
nearlya decade. Itis also the firstvisit after
India’s nuclear weapons tests of 1998.
Notwithstanding the fact that Japan re-
mains profoundly critical of the nuclear
" |- weaponisation of the subcontinent, Mo-
ti’s coming to India perbaps signals the
fact that Japaniswilling to deal with India
'| onamore practical basis, acknowledging
the realities of India’s security concerns,

Yoshiro Mori’s visit to India

political motivations and evolving techno- third of total Japanese projects of invest-
logical capacities. His visit indicates ment in India, the approved value of
Japan’s inclination to get down fromthe ~ whichis Rs9,000crore.
high political horse of its condemnatory The emergmgplcnnelsofboﬂl India
political stance against India durmg the and Japan being convinced about the
first year or so after the Shakti series of ~ potential for more substantive bilateral
tests at Pokharan in May 1998. relations, in the technological and eco-
The decisions taken and agreements - nomicfields. But Japan still has some po-
reached dunng Mori’s visit must neces- litical conditionalities and economic in-
sarily be seen in the con- - hibitions about India and
text of some substantive the efficiency and speed
aspectsof Indo-Japanese " of economicreforms. In-
relations. Japan used to dia feels that Japan is not
be the largest donor of fully responsive to India’s
aid to India during the - desire for enhanced mu-
decade of the 90s of the Iti-faceted bilateral coop-
last century, averaging eration.
halt a billion dollars per During his visit to
annum. This assistance y ‘Bangalore, Mori sug-
was totally choked off in T gested institutionalised
retaliation to India’s nu- J.N. Dixit - cooperation in the Infor-
clear weapon tests. The - mation Technology Sec-

Mutuality of politlcal and security interests, m
countering terrorism and safeguarding
shipping routes, must reinforce India-Japan-

. economic cooperation

end of the Cold War and India’s im-  torbetween India and Japan. In Delhi, he
proved tieswith the US created apositive  stressed the importance of technological
atmosphere for Indo-Japanese relations. . cooperation. While direct Japanese aid
Since 1992, about 215 Japanese compa-  would remain suspended till India signs
nies are operating in India. Mostofthem  CTBT, there are reports that Japan may
are trading companies with the totalvol-  remove some of the restrictions on assis-
ume of trade between the two countries  tance and flows of investment and tech-
estimated at Rs 18,000 crore. nology to some of the projects in the

* Incomparative terms, Indo—Japan&se pipeline, the Delhi metro railway project

commercial relations remain a marginal -

phenomenon in the overalt bilateral trade
activities of both countries, Japan ac-
coynting for about six per cent of India’s
external trade and India for only 0.05 per
cent of Japan’s external trade. Direct in-

- vestment from Japan, the important ex-

ample of Maruti underpinned by Suzuki,
and Toyota, Honda, and Mitsubishi com-
mengcingtheir operations in India, the total
value of investment from Japan is only
around Rs 2,500 crore — less than one-

and the Simhadri power project in
Andhra Pradesh.
Overall, Japan seems to realise that

economicand technological sanctionsare -

not going to make India compromise on
its security interests and that India re-
mains an attractive economic partner, not
tobeneglected for impracticable political
considerations. India, on the other i#nd,
has shown its continuing interest in eco-
nomic:partnership with Japan. The pri-
macy of amutuality of interest in a strong

A yen for change

xehnommpnsmtdemed,bm
mutuality of

- thismustbeunderpinnedbya
: pohtm}andsewntymtcmt&

Japan continues to insist that India
must sign the CTBT and accept interna-
tional regimeson Mori
chaired the G-8 summit at Okinewa in
July. The Okinewa statement on regional
issuessaid: “The level of tensionsbetween
India and Pakistan remains a cause of in-
ternational concern. We call on the two
countries to resume dialogue as soon as
possible inthe spiritof Lahore in order to
realise sustainable peace in thc reg:on
We call onboth Indiaand tojoin
international efforts to strengthen the
non—prohferatlon and = disarmament
regime. While weloommg those positive

statements and steps that have been

made, we reiterate our call for them to
carry out fully the concrete measures set
out in the United Nations Security Coun-
cit Resolution 1172, mckldmgthe signing
and ratifying of CTBT” Ther¢ is a basic
difference between Indian and Japanese
ppmaches to arms oontrol, disarma-

ment and international security..

There are,howcvm possibilrtmof se-
curity and strategic cooperation fn some
spheres, like countering international ter-
rorism, narco-terrofism, safegtiarding
shipping routes from the Straits of Hor-
muz tothe Straitsof Malacca through the

Arabian Sea and the Indian Oceanwhere |

uacylsaoonunmngthxeat.Therearc

cooperation between India
and Japanese navies in this mattér. India
and Japan can develop abilateral security

work of the Asian chlonal Forum, the
strategic and security arm of the ASEAN,
inwhich India hasbeen an active and reg-

‘ularpamcipantoverthelastﬁveyeam

Mori and Va;payce did not

- -ﬁ aw LR -
towards India in the nghtghtectlon The
message from Japan seems to be its ack-

nowledgement that Indo-Japanese rela-.

tions should not be
jecttothe single issué o

ted-on or sub-
hop-proliferation:
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relationship within the broader frame- |



China blames India for slow progress

Beijing, September 10 H({" \

HINA HAS blamed India
‘ for the scant progress in

Sino-Indian border talks
and stressed on the need for
“mutual accommodation” in the
protracted parleys on the sensifiv
issue affecting bilateral ties. 't‘

“What is important is that the
two sides should have the sincefi
and show mutual accommodagio
instead of one-way accommoda-
tion,” Chinese Assistant Foreign
Minister Wang Yi said in an inter-
view to a group of visiting Indian
journalists.

“Of course in the negotiation
process for the border areas, we
need to have the two sides
approach each other instead of
one party approaching,” he said,
blaming India for the scant
progress in border talks.

On China’s position on the vexed
Sino-Indian border negotiations,
Mr Wang said that it would be “dif-

ficult if some people in India
believed that the Indian position
should be adhered to strictly with-
out taking into account the
Chinese position at all.”

Mr Wang claimed that the
Chinese side had been making spe-
cific proposals to India since 1996
to resolve the boundary issue and
build mutual trust and confidence.

“The response of
the Indian side is
always that it is too
early for us to have
such measures like the delineation
of the border,” Mr Wang said.

“It is our hope that the Indian
side could agree to have common
efforts of building up mutual trust
in the military field in the area of
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC),” he said.

Denying the charge that China
was not interested in settling the
border issue with India, Mr Wang
said the Chinese attitude towards
resolving the border issue with

Border Talks

India had always been positive.

“I think there is some misunder-
standing on this issue,” he said
while detailing the Chinese initia-
tives so far.

He said that it was as early as
1980s that Chinese leaders had
taken the initiative to approach
Indian leaders.

Also, in 1993, at the Chinese
side’s initiative, the
two countries
signed an agree-
ment for mainte-
nance of peace and stability in the
border area.

In 1996, on the eve of Chinese
President Jiang Zemin's State visit
to India, China and India agreed to
build confidence in the military
field along the Line of Actual
Control, Mr Wang said, adding
China is “very active and positive
on those efforts.”

“There is no change on that
point,” he said, adding “Of course,
such a process will take time. We

E HINDUSTAN Theet

1.1 sbr 20

are willing to work together with
the Indian side.”

Mr Wang also touched upon
Chinese Foreign Minister Tang
Jiaxuan recent visit to India during
which he and External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh agreed to
step-up efforts to clarify the LAC
issue.

He said China has proposed that
the two sides should have more
than one meeting at the experts
level to discuss the boundary issue,
adding “I am very glad that the
Indian side has accepted this pro-
posal. So I hope the clarification
process will be faster and faster.”

India says China is illegally occu-
pying 43,180 sq kms of Jammu and
Kashmir, including 5,180 sq km
illegally ceded to Beijing by
Pakistan under the Sino-Pakistan
boundary agreement in 1963. On
the other hand, China accuses
India of possessing some 90,000 sq

km of Chinese territory.
%TI)



India-China Track II
dialogue planned in
Manipal from Nov 1

By M.D. Nalapat(\ \ X

BEIJING: The first major non-offi
cial dialogue between India and
China will take place at Manipal.
An 11-member Chinese delega-
tion will be led by Shen Wei-ping,
Vice-President of the China Asso-
ciation for International Friendly
Contact (CAIFC), will hold three
days of mainly closed-door discus-
sions with Indian interlocutors
from November 1. -

The Chinese team includes Pei

Yuan-ying, a former envoy to In-
dia, as well as experts from both
the think-tanks of the Peoples’
» Liberation Army, the National
Defence University and the Acad-
emy of Military Science. Two not-
ed India- watchers, Ma Jia-li of the
China Institute of International
Studies and Ye Zheng-jia of the
China Institute of International
Studies have also been included,
as also researchers at both the
Centre for Peace and Develop-
ment Studies and Xinjiang Uni-
versity.

Xinjiang province in north-
western China shares with some
parts of India the problem of man-
ifestations of religious extremism.
Fittingly, the Indian side may have
counter-terrorism experts such as
K.PS. Gill and Major-Gen(rtd.)
Afsir Karim, expected to be pre-
sent, together with Lt-Gen (rtd.)
Satish Nambiar of the Umted Ser-
vices Institution.

In view of the 1mp0rtance of
economics in current geopolitical
debates, the Indian delegation will
include top business leadeis from
Gujarat and Maharashtra. While
trade between India and China ac-
counted for only $ 2 billion last
year, experts say that the potential

over the ng}t fiv years is ten
times this figure. Indja can export
knowledge skills an§ high-value
consumer items and' China can
build infrastructural facilities
in India at prices lower than
those quoted by European com-
panies.

The 1999 Kunming Initiative |
stresses the possibility of eastern |
India forming a co-operative eco- |
nomic zone with south-west Chi-
na, Myanmar and Bangladesh.

After the Kosovo episode, Bei-
jing appears to have shed its earli-
er allergy towards New Delhi. The
Indo-U.S. bonhimie and - the
warmth shown by France and now
Japan ta New Delhi appear to
have created momentum in Bei-
jing for closer ties with the other
Asian giant. “If India and China
form an alliance, no vutside power
will be able to establish hegemony
in Asia”, said a strategic analyst in
a Bel]mg think-tank, in an allusion
to the US..

Experts warn that ticklish
problems remain, that could de
if not thwart entlrely efforts ath\\
entente between the two Asian gi-
ants.

These include information in In-
dia about Chinese support to Pak-
istan’s nuclear and missile pro-
gramme, and misgivings in Beijing
about New Delhi’s hosting of a
substantial Tibetan community on
its terntory

An Indian commended the the '
Mampal meeting and added that

“economics can prove the prime
mover, in case the Chinese decide
to bid for airport, road and port
projects in India, and allow more |
Indian goods and services to flow
into their huge market”.
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HINESE FOREYGN Minister Tang

Jiaxuan was in Delhi from July 21 to 24,

Apart from substantive discussions with

Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh, he called
on Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, Sonia
Gandhi and did something which Chinese
Foreign Ministers normally do not do in India:
he gave a news conference.

His coming to India, following the visit of our
President, our Foreign Minister and our Minister
of Commerce and Industry to China over the last
ten months, signals the fact that Sino-Indian
relations are on the mend. They seem to be getting
back on rails after the substantive disruption in the
normalisation process which occurred between
July and November 1998 in the aftermath of India’s
nuclear tests and related political pronouncements.

At the formal level, the linear continuity of the
normalisation process which began with Rajiv
Gandhi’s visit to Beijing in 1988, stands revived.
What one should analyse and speculate on, howev-
er, is the prospects of Sino-Indian relations in
terms of emerging realities not only in the bilateral
context, but also in terms of China’s economic
policies, security concerns, military capacities and
patterns of China’s defence cooperation with other
countries in our region.

China’s power structure acknowledges that China
would face problems of imbalances in development
and levels of prosperity between different parts of
China by the year 2025. This would include prob-
lems of migration from less developed parts to
mare prosperous parts of China, and also prospects
of large-scale unemployment.

Concerns about energy security has led China to
undertake investment and cooperation arrange-
ments in the energy resources sphere with coun-
tries of Central Asia, in the Gulf and even in dis-
tant regions like South America. The most critical
political strategic dimension of this exercise is
China’s territorial claims in the South China Sea,
the Spratley Islands, and so on, which has intro-
duced tension in China’s relations with important
ASEAN countries like Indonesia, Malaysia,
Philippines and Vietnam.

In terms of internal and external security con-
cerns, China’s expectations and aspirations regard-
ing Taiwan remain not only challenged but these
challenges stand somewhat augmented with the
new Government in Taiwan which is more commit-

By J. N. Dixit

ted to Taiwan’s independence. Political and strate-
gic controversies related to Taiwan and other secu-
rity considerations have made Japan and the
United States move towards deploying Theatre
Missile Defence which is perceived by the Chinese
as a substantive strategic threat to its security.

Apart from diplomatic and political initiatives
taken by China, to oppose this prospect, China has
taken an initiative for expansion and modernisa-
tion of its armed forces by domestic efforts as well
as large-scale cooperation with the Russian
Federation. Between 2000 and 2004, China is plan-
ning to obtain arms and defence technologies of
the value of $ 20 billion from the Russian
Federation. This includes armour, aeroplanes, sub-
marines, uranium centrifuges and the creation of
joint production facilities of defence
equipment in China.

Moving down from this macro-
level strategic and security exercise,
China has created and nurtured
defence and security cooperation
arrangements with two of India’s
proximate neighbours, Pakistan and
Myanmar, to meet its regional
strategic objectives. This is signifi-
cant in the context of India’s adversarial
relationship with Pakistan and somewhat distant
relationship with the military Government of
Yangon — given India’s concerns and commit-
ments about democracy.

China’s defence cooperation with Pakistan and
Chinese military presence in the Bay of Bengal and
in the northern portions of the Indian Ocean based
on defence cooperation with Myanmar is a matter
of legitimate security concern to India. It is in this
broad strategic context that one should take note
of the question of Chinese policies and realities on
the ground affecting Sino-Indian relations.

China remains concerned and doubtful about
India’s policies on Tibet. This concern is height-
ened by the incremental support that the Dalai
Lama is getting from the international community.
Despite the interim and indirect signals given by
China between 1991 and 1994 about China recog-
nising Sikkim’s integration with India, Beijing is so
far unwilling to formally acknowledge Sikkim being

a part of India. The dozen or more sessions of
the Joint Working Group held since 1989 indicate
that the Chinese are in no hurry to address the
substantive question of the demarcation of the
Sino-Indian boundary.

The original impetus given and policy orienta-
tions initiated by Deng Xiaoping, Rajiv Gandhi, Li
Peng and Narasimha Rao has lost momentum. The
fact of the matter is that the Chinese seemed reluc-
tant to take even the interim step necessary to
move towards a solution of the boundary question,
namely, to delineate the Line of Actual Control in
the seven segments where there is a difference of
opinion between India and China about the LoAC.

The Experts’ Sub-Group, dealing with this issue
has not been able to make any substantive progress
since 1993. This predicament partic-
ularly contradicts the expectations
on the basis of which the Sino-
Indian Agreement on the mainte-
nance of Peace and Tranquillity on
the Line of Actual Control was
signed in September 1993 — as also
the expectations on which the 1996
Confidence Building Measures pro-
posals were agreed upon.

While there have been no major tensions or mili-
tary incidents on the LoAC over the last seven
years, there are reports that China is steadily
improving road communications and logistical
facilities all along their side of the LoAC ‘as per-
ceived by them’. They have also quantitatively
increased patrolling in those areas on which the
LoAC lies. The frequency of such patrols is
also on the increase, which can become the basis
for the Chinese claiming jurisdiction in these
areas as they did in the period preceding the
Sino-Indian conflict of 1962.

The Chinese power structure should also take
note of certain broader strategic perceptions in
certain segments of the Indian establishment that
while China desires a normal relationship with
India, they seem insistent about having this
normalisation cu their terms. There is also an
Indian view that ChipeSe relations with Pakistan
e an exercise for creating a
Chinese ‘cordonantaire’ around India.

N

g on our mind--

The results of Foreign Minister Tang's visit to
New Delhi have to be assessed in this background.
The most important decision taken by Mr Tang and
Jaswant Singh is that the Joint Working Group
should accelerate the process of settling the
differences of opinion on the LoAC. It was also
agreed to underpin this process by making
institutional arrangements for more regular
exchanges on issues related to security, including
a military relationship.

It is expected that the exchanges of military
delegations and discussions on security and strate-
gic issues would commence from this autumn as a
result of Mr Tang’s visit. If a balance sheet is
drawn up about the current state of Sino-Indian
relations, it could be this:

8 The Sino-Indian border is relatively peaceful and
stable despite the lack of agreements on the Line of
Control and the boundary question. .
® Some of the operational confidence building
measures have been put in place since 1993, but the
CBMs agreed upon in 1993 and 1996 can be fully
implemented only after problems affecting the
LoAC are settled. There is a gradual expansion
of economic and cultural cooperation. The
high tension created after India’s nuclear
tests has abated.

W Differences of opinion on the LoAC still remain
unresolved. Now there would hopefully be a
forward movement.

B China has no inclination to resolve the boundary
question. China remains opposed to India’s
nuclear weaponisation and missile programmes.
Chinese defence cooperation, particularly with
Pakistan, remains a major security concern of India
to which there has been no satisfactory Chinese
response.

W Establishing a long-term, stable cooperative rela-
tionship with China remains a complicated task
which will take time and patience. High-level visits,
like that of Mr Tang and Jaswant Singh’s visit to
Beijing, could contribute to the process. The
success of this exercise will also depend on India
remaining alert about the realities of Chinese
intentions and policies of becoming economically,
technologically and militarily strong to cope
with China,

B A measured and practical approach towards China
Is a more desirable option than agitation or jingoistic
confrontation with this neighbour of ours.
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A Small Step Forward
Measured Approach Towards China

HINESE foreign minister

Tang Jiaxuan’s visit to New
Delhi concluded last week along
predictable lines. The symbolism
inherent in the visit and the sub-
stantive impact on Sino-Indian re-
lations warrant scrutiny, though
paradoxically it is the areas not
covered or mentioned that may yet
prove to be more relevant to In-
dia’s comprehensive security inter-
ests in the long run.

The political significance of the
visit lay in the fact that Mr Tang Ji-
axuan was the first high ranking of-
ficial from Beijing to visit India af-
ter the May 1998 nuclear tests that
had led to glitches in the bilateral
relationship. It is a reflection of In-
dia’s credibility and determination
that it has been able to stabilise its
relationship with botb the US and
China in under two yzars, though
gray areas still remain.

The Sino-Indian relationship is
embedded in many correspon-
dences, complexities and contrasts.
As large proximate civilisational
states, the impress of history and
the distillation of this experience in
terms of their colonial interface has
left certain indelible influences in
their respective elite. Paradoxically
while being neighbours, India and
China know little about each other.
The most striking contrast is the
nature of the political system since
their emergence as modern nations
— abrief 50 odd years.

Related to this is their distinctive
strategic culture — the behavioural
characteristic of society and elite in
harnessing their existing military
and economic power and related
potential in pursuing a collective
goal. Within this matrix both are
grappling with the compulsions of
modernity in the political, econom-
ic, military and societal dimensions
as evidenced in the post-Cold War
years. At the bilateral level, a con-
tentious territorial and border dis-
pute remains to be resolved, while
the nuclear-missile issue remains
equally intractable. Two-way trade
between India and China is minus-
cule and hovers at US $2 billion or
about half a percentage point of
the total $400 billion external trade
of both nations.

The only tangible advancement
in the Tang visit was the declaration
that both sides would intensify bi-
lateral engagement and inject
some dynamism into the moribund
talks on the boundary and territori-
al issues. The Joint Working Group
set up in 1988 to deal with the mat-
ter has little to show and perhaps

By C UDAY BHASKAR

they will meet more often than
once annually to address the issue.
However, an increase in the num-
ber of such meetings may not nec-
essarily translate into substantive
gains and for this the answer lies
elsewhere.

While there is no doubt that the
tenor of the Sino-Indian relation-
ship has improved palpably, certain
core issues cannot be swept under
the carpet. China for its own rea-
sons has entered into an abiding
strategic relationship with Pakistan
and what induces deep insecurity
in India is the nature of the nu-
clear-missile transfers and co-oper-
ation between the two nations. Mr
Tang explained this away as “part
of normal trade, sovereign, and
state-to-state relations.”

Population apart, where they are
the exclusive members of the bil-
lions plus club, asymmetry is the
leitmotif of Sino-Indian indices.
The political contrast between a

IN BRIEF

¢ The Chinese FM’s visit was
the first high-ranking one
since Pokhran i

¢ The only gain was the
decision to intensify bilateral
engagement

o Militarily and economically,
India is an uneasy subaltern
vis-a-vis China

e |ndia must be neither
deferential nor belligerent
towards China

fractious yet vibrant, plural democ-
racy and a homogeneous, authori-
tarian communist regime has been
already noted. The post-Deng eco-
nomic vibrancy of China is a re-
markable achievement and the
contrast in the statistics is self-evi-
dent. For the 12-month period end-
ing June, China’s trade surplus
widened to $33.4 billion with a
forex reserve of $158.4 billion.
(This does not include Hong
Kong’s reserves of $97.1 bn). India,
in comparison, had a trade deficit
of $9.4 bn and reserves of $33.8 bn.

The military dimension is equal-
ly stark with the vibrant Chinese
economy allowing for considerable
investment in improving Beijing’s
trans-border capability. In the nu-
clear-missile field, China is in a
completely different league in
comparison with India’s nascent
and tentative post-Pokhran II ini-
tiatives. It stands to reason that the
combined weight of this econom-

VY ang

ic/fiscal and military
gates India to being anjuneasy sub-
altern vis-a-vis China.

But it is the socio-poNtical asym-
metry that may yet be the Achilles
heel for China. Can Beijing sustain
the current trajectory of economic
liberalisation and vibrancy with a
political straitjacket that stifles dis-
sent and democratic aspirations?
In a way this is question that will
shape the stability and security of
the region and the world at large.
Deep insecurity about these issues
explains Tiananmen of 1989 and
the Falun Gong more recently and
Beijing’s prickliness over human
rights issues.

Civilisational states are better
comprehended through the filter
of their collective cognitive con-
sctousness and related ruling elite
responses; In 1995, Amartya Sen
had coined an interesting formula-
tion to contrast the Sino-Indian so-
cio-economic and political experi-
ence. The Indian trait was de-
scribed as ‘postponability of social
change and human development’
or POSH. The Chinese experience
was one of ‘political unreadiness
for speedy human rights’ or PUSH.

Extending the Sen formulation
to the realm of strategic culture and
military capabilities, this analyst
proposed a similar contrast. Histor-
ically, China’s ruling elite has un-
derstood macro power as the ‘cen-
trality of military force in realising
political objectives’. The Indian ex-
perience of which Kargil 1999 is the
latest example may be described as
‘reticence about military force in
realising political objectives’.

Thus in the final analysis, the
Sino-Indian dynamic as it unspools
can be subsumed within the above
framework and to a great extent,
Mr Tang’s visit is a manifestation of
this pattern. For India, which is still
ambivalent about how to position
itself on the learning curve of ma-
jor/great power status, deep intro-
spection about how to define and
pursue its core interests in the com-
plexity of the post-Cold War world
1s an imperative.

Specific to China, the chalienge
is the equivalent of a “resgage-
ment” policy — which is to resist
where necessary, as for instance in
the nuclear-missile realm and en-
gage confidently as in the econom-
ic and political fields. India must ac-
quire the requisite degree of quiet
confidence that will prevent the
Sino-Indian relationship from slip-
ping towards either deference or
belligerence.
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BEIJING A . 6. As part of en-
hanced Indp-Sino military coop-
eration, a \high-level Chinese

military delegation will visit India
this month any{ two Indian Navy
ships will arrive on a “goodwill
next month, official
sources said here.

The seven-member Peoples
Liberation Army (PLA) team led
by the vice-president of the Beij-
ing-based Academy of Military
Science, Lt. Gen. Tian Shugen,
would visit India from August 18
to 20

The delegation is scheduled to
visit India’s premier training in-
stitutions including the National
Defence College, New Detlhi, Indi-
an Military Academy, Dehradun
and College of Combat, Madhya
Pradesh.

Meanwhile, two battle ships of
the Indian Navy are scheduled to
make routine goodwill pori call at
Shanghai Port in east China in
mid-September.

These two battle ships would be
part of a fleet of the Navy which
are expected to make similar port
calls in several South-East Asian
nations, official sources said. —
PTI

Indo-French joint
naval wargames

PARIS, AUG. 6. India’s state-of-the-
art warship INS Mysore is to par-
ticipate in a major joint exercise
with French naval vessels next

pdlan\P/avaI sh|ps
¢to visit China

week official sources said here.

The warship, which can operate
under nuclear, chemical and bi-
ological attack, will carry out the
exercises with French ships off
Djibouti.

The 6,700-tonne indigenously
built destroyer will arrive at Tou-
lon on August 13 on a goodwill
port call and would leave on 16th
for the sixth Indo-French joint na-
val exercises. The joint naval exer-
cises are aimed at strengthening
ties between the two countries,
enhancing service-to-service level
cooperation and ensuring better
coordination at a global level in
peacekeeping, disaster manage-
ment and operations against mar-
itime piracy.

An advanced naval exercise be-
tween the two countries was held
in February this year in the Ara-
bian Sea when four French Navy
ships including Foch, the conven-
tional aircraft carrier and de-
stroyers Duquesne and Toutville
participated in the exercises with
Indian warships.

The INS Mysore, built at the
Mazagon Docks Ltd in Mumbai,
was commissioned in June 1999
and recently took part in the In-
ternational Naval Review 2000 in
New York as part of the Inde-
pendence Day celebrations in the
United States.

The destroyer, which has a for-
midable 5000 mile range, is capa-
ble of performing anti-ship,
anti-air and anti-submarine roles.
— PTI
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China providing arms
to ULFA: ex-militant

HT Correspondent Mtional Security Force (RNSF)
Guwahati, Ag&ust 14 ? 7 and Muslim United Liberation
Tigers of Assam (MULTA) also
DROPPING A bombshell, a laid down arms at the function.
senior ULFA militant, who surren- Most of the militants who laid
dered before the state govern- down arms today belonged to
ment, stated that the militant outfit ULFA, who lost 242 of its cadres
is being provided arms and ammu-  today.

nition by the Chinese government. A large quantity of arms and
Captain Lohit Deuri, the second- ammunition were also handed
in-command of ULFA's General over by the surrendered militants
Head Quarters located at to the state government. These
Deothang in Bhutan, stated that included, 82 kilograms of explo-
Black House, the Chinese external  sives, 16 AK series assault rifles,
intelligence agency was providing Chinese rifles and several rounds
the outfit with arms since 1991. of cartridges.

“There is a tacit understanding Chief Minister Mahanta wel-
between Pakistan’s 1SI and Black comed the surrendered militants
House. And as we had close links to the mainstream society and
with ISI, we were able to procure  assured them all possible help to
arms from the Chinese agency,” be rehabilitated. He also gave a
said Deuri who was responsible for ief outline of the various
setting up several ULE Memes undertaken by the State
Bhutan. ,’l\g e Government to eizsurrendered

itant

The former m also gave militants.
details about the way arms were Following incentives
transported from China. given by the Stgte Government
~ Meanwhile, 288 militants includ-  since April 1998, fmore than 2000 /

ing six women belonging to six out-  militants belongirjg to various mili-
fits of Assam laid down arms tant outfits of
before the Assam Chief Minister down arms and joined the main-
Prafulla Kumar Mahanta today. stream. The number of violent

The surrendered militants incidents in the State has also
included several prominent lead- come down from 392 in 1998 to
ers from United Liberation Front 182 in 1999.
of Asom (ULFA), National In the past two years, villagers
Democratic Front of Bodoland have killed seven militants who
(NDFB) and United People’s had gone to extort money from
Democratic Solidarity (UPDS). them. They also apprehended
Militants belonging to Dima another 26 and handed them over
Halam Dauga (DHD), Rabha to the police.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

BHUBANESWAR, Aug. 28, —
The President, Mr KR Nara-
yanan's visit to China and the
Chinese foreign minister, Mr
Tang Jiaxuan’s visit te India
have underlined areas of mutu-
al ¢i-operation and under-
starding between the two
countries, the Chinese ambas-
sador, Mr Zhou Gang, said.

Friendly relationship with
India is China’s basic national
policy, he said while address-
ing a goodwill meeting organ-
ised by Friends of China,
Orissa chapter, here last night.

Stressing the need for
strengthening Sino-Indian ties,
he said it will not only serve the
mutual interests of the two
nations, but also promote peace,
stability and development of
Asia and the world at large.

The two most populous coun-
tries in the world are facing
the common tasks of develop-
ment and improving the quali-
ty of life, Mr Gang said, while
exoressing views on various
international issues like multi-
polarisation, globalisation,
human rights, environmental
protection, population control
ard other such matters.

Referring to Mr Narayanan’s
visit to China, the Chinese

(-8 /\D/\

diplomat said the Indian Pre-
sident and the Chinese Pre-
sident, Mr Jiang Zemin, reach-
ed a consensus and laid down a
basic framework for the devel-
opment of Sino-Indian ties.

Mr Zemin put forth four pro-
posals during his talks with Mr
Narayanan for promotion of
personnel exchanges, mutual
trust and understanding,
strengthening economic and
trade cooperation, working for
establishment of a new impar-
tial and rational international
political and economic order.

The Chinese foreign minister,
Mr Tang Jiaxuan, also pro-
posed speeding up talks on the
boundary issue, carrying out
military exchanges, upgrading
security dialogue and announc-
ing the establishment of
“China-India Eminent Forum”,
the Chinese ambassador said,
adding these proposals evoked
positive response from the
Indian side. Sino-Indian rela-
tions must be based on the con-
sensus that neither side would
regard the other as a threat, he
said.

Presiding over the function,
the Orissa Assembly Speaker,
Mr Sarat Kumar Kar, said
there were several areas of
mutual co-operation between
the two great nations.
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Clﬁlrese\\For/teign Minister
coming to firm up ties

-‘)/ By C. Raja Mohan 9”*‘22’7/\){&1}

NEW DELHI, JULY 2. As part of the
recent bilateral understanding to
mairltain high-level political con-
tacts,! the Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Tang Jiaxuan is visiting
India later this month.

This will be the first trip to India
by a senior Chinese official since
bilateral relations nose-dived af-
ter india’s nuclear tests in May
1998 and the harsh Chinese reac-
tion to them.

Mr. Tang's visit could be fol-
lowed by that of the Chinese
Prime Minister, Mr. Zhu Rongji,
in the near future.

During President Mr. K.R. Na-
rayanan’s intensive interaction
with the Chinese leadership a few
weeks ago in Beijing, it was
agreed that the two sides will sus-
tain a high- level political dia-
logue.

New Delhi and Beijing hope
that frequent exchanges at the
political level could help build
trust between the two nations and
allow them to better manage their
differences that bedevil their ties.

Mr. Tang is expected to arrive
in the capital at the end of the
third week of this month and will
have an intensive round of con-
sultations with the External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh.
He is also likely to call on the
Priine Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee.

The two Foreign Ministers are
expected to review the regional

N

international’ developments
and the state of bilateral relations.

In the last couple of years, Mr.
Tang and Mr. Singh have worked
hard to salvage the bilateral rela-
tionship from the shock of Pokh-
aran-II. They have met a number
of times on the margins of multi-
lateral conferences and enjoy a
good personal rapport. It was Mr.
Singh'’s visit to China in June 1999
and the talks with Mr.Tang that
ended the post-Pokharan chill in
Sino- Indian relations. Mr.K.R.
Narayanan'’s trip that has brought
back some warmth into the bilat-
eral ties.

Both sides would be looking at
ways to build on the success of
Mr.Narayanan’s visit and expand
bilateral cooperation in a number
of areas.

Since the President’s visit to
China, the Government has been
hopeful that the extended nego- Jr
tiations on the boundary issue
will acquire greater purposeful-
ness and produce early results.
Mr.Tang’s talks in New Delhi
could help clarify Beijing's ap-
proach to the vexed boundary
question.

The two.Foreign Ministers will
highlight the common ground on
international issues, in particular,
their desire for a multipolar
world. But they will also find it
difficult to avoid sensitive ques-
tions on China’s strategic rela-
tionship with Pakistan and
Beijing's nuclear and missile
cooperation with Islamabad.
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Chinese Foreign
to visit India,

HT Correspondent
New Dethi, July 3

FOREIGN MINISTER Tang
Jiaxuan will be visiting New Delhi
and Islamabad in the third week of
July. Recent reports of Chinese
support to Pakistan's missile pro-
gramme have added 2 touch of
controversy to this visit even
though Indo-Chinese relations
were officially described as
"improving" by officials here.

Even before New York Times
reported yesterday that the United
States Government had definite

. intelligence reports about Chinese
"afd to Pakistan's missile develop-

ment efforts, officials in the
Ministry of External Affairs here
were taking cognisance of a CIA
testimony before the United States

Senate. The testimony revealed
that China had developed M11
missiles for Pakistan.

Unconfirmed reports indicate
that the Chinese Foreign Minister
would be in New Delhi on July 22
for bilateral talks.

He would then leave for
Islamabad for a "normal visit" on
the invitation of General Parvez
Musharraf, the military chief exec-
utive of Pakistan.

While here he would review
bilateral relations, regional and
international relations and discuss
issues of mutual concern,

He would also call on Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee.

India's anxiety over the "open
secret” of Sino-Pak cooperation
has been largely suppressed. Till
now, the Ministry of External

Minister g
Pakis!\ n

Y
3 v
Affairs has steered clear of making
any remark which could throw the
delicate rdationship out of bal-
ance.

Even though a breakthrough in
the long-standing border dispute
was achieved in May when the two
countries’ Joint Working Group
met to finalise plans of more
focused discussion on the matter,
bilateral ties continue to be frosty.
This, the observers feel, is because
of China's "active co-operation”
with Islamabad in developing mis-
siles capable of carrying nuclear
payloads.

Mr Jiaxuan would be the highest
Chinese Minister to visit New
Delhi since the nuclear tests of
May 1998, which led to sharp dete-
rioration of relations between the
two countries.
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FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, July 5: India and
China are preparing the ground
for detailed discussions on the
real issues concerning bilateral
relations — the nuclear tests,
Chinese help to Pakistan’s
nuclear and missile programme
and an early end to the border
dispute.

These subjects are likely to
come up when Chinese foreign
minister Tang Jiaxuan visits
India later this month.

Tang, who arrives on July 20,
is scheduled to hold wide-ranging
talks with foreign minister
Jaswant Singh to try and iron out

differences on key is 128/that af-
flict Sino-Indian relatipns.

Earlier, in May,
avoided raising the nuclear issue.
President K.R. Narayanan
showed diplomatic savvy when he
deleted paragraphs from the pre-
pared text of his speech. The Chi-
nese responded by steering clear
of contentious references.

But such niceties may not
colour the Tang-Singh meeting.
He will be the highest-ranking
Chinese dignitary to visit New
Delhi after President Jiang Zem-
in’s 1996 trip.

Last June, at the height of the
Kargil war, Singh had made a trip
to China. It paid dividends. With-

in days, China made it clear
that they did not support Pak-
istan’s adventurism. It was dur-
ing this visit that Singh invited
Tang.

At the political level, the two
sides have been holding joint
working group meetings and in-
teractions between experts, while
security dialogues have started in
the last one year. Most issues dis-
cussed by these groups are likely
tobereviewed... .

Officially, China, 't given
up demanding implefi#tation of
the United Nations ‘resolution
1172. The resolutiog.calls for im-
mediate dismantling éf:lgian
and Pakistani nuclear pro-

e s

na set for N-tal

grammes and asks the two sides to
sign the CTBT and the Nuclear
non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
without delay.

Delhi — which wants Beijing
to acknowledge its sovereign right
to develop a minimum credible
nuclear deterrent — feels the
stand shows China’s lack of un-
derstanding of India’s security
concerns.

Chinese aid to the Pakistani
nuclear and missile programme

~ could also come up. Dethi main-

tains that since the Pakistani
programme is India-specific,
any help to Islamabad will

continue to be an irritant in ngg: |

malising ties. S iy
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India, China SW
MoU on IT tie-up

BEIING, JULY 17. India and China
today signed the first-ever Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) to strengthen bilateral
cooperation in critical areas of In-
formation Technology (IT) and to

boost strategic busingss pagtper-
ships. % :’% O\
The MoU was signed by the Yis-

iting Information Technol
Minister, Mr. Pramod Mahajan,
and his Chinese counterpart, Mr.
Wu Jichuan here.

“Under the MoU, the two Min-
istries would exchange policies
and strategies on IT industry, en-
courage mutual investment, es-
tablish joint ventures and transfer
technologies,” Mr. Mahajan told
PTL
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Tndia, Chma sign
on IT co-operation M

BEIJING: India and China on
Monday signed
the  first-ever
memorandum of
understanding

(MoU) to
strengthen bilat-
eral co-operation
in critical areas of

- ingorlmatzloTr;

=l technolog

Pramod Mahajan ., 4 boost{‘.trate-

gic business partnerships.

The MoU was signed by visiting
information technology minister
Pramod Mahajan and his Chinese
counterpart Wu Jichuan here.

“Under the MoU, the two min-
istries would exchange policies and
strategies on I'T industry, encourage
mutual investment, establish joint
ventures and transfer technolo-
gies,” Mr Mahajan told reporters.

He said that the two sides have
identified a number of areas for fu-
ture co-operation, including in en-
terprise network, micro-electronic
technology and integrated circuit,
software and its application and

MoU

products. z/

Valid for five years, thg MoU
would enhance Sino-Indian ¥o-op-
eration in IT and encouragg eco-
nomic and technical co-operation
between enterprises, research insti-
tutes and economic entities, he said.

Mr Mahajan, who is here on a
five-day official visit, described the
MoU as a breakthrough in Sino-In-
dian co-operation hoping that it
would lead to enhanced science
and technology co-operation be-
tween the two neighbours in the
new millennium.

Earlier in the morning, Mr Maha-
jan held detailed talks with Mr Wu
on India-China collaboration in it
and issues of common concern. He
also held wide-ranging discussions
with Chinese government officials
on strengthening bilateral co-oper-
ation, human resource develop-/
ment, research and development
and institutional linkages for boost-
ing ties between emerging new
knowledge- based economies.

Mr Mahajan invited Chinese
companies, which are highly ad-
vanced in the area of computer
hardware, to set up manufacturing
bases in India. At the same time, he
said, the I'T ministry would encour-
age Indian software giants to ex-
plore the huge Chinese software
market and also team up with the
companies here to bid for opportu-
nities in third country markets.

“Our discussions for forging al-
liances between India’s software ex-
porters and Chinese hardware . 1an-
ufacturers seems bright,” Mr M. ha-
jan said commenting on his meeting
with Mr Wu. The two sides also
agreed to support the extensive
economic and technical co-opera-
tion between related enterprises, re-
search institutions and economic
entities of India and China. ;1
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_China ready to speed up
“v" pace of talks on LAC

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JuLY 21. China is pre-
pared to quicken the pace of ne-
gotiations with India on the
clarification of the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) that separates the
two nations, according to the Chi-
nese Foreign Minister, Mr. Tang
Jiaxuan.

In an exclusive interview to The
Hindu, on the eve of his visit to
India tonight, Mr. Tang hoped
that the process of delineating the
LAC would now proceed smooth-
ly in a positive political environ-
ment.

Mr. Tang will hold wide-rang-
ing consultations with the Exter-
nal Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, tomorrow. The first visit by
a Chinese Foreign Minister to In-
dia in many years, it is part of a
renewed high-level engagement
between the two nations after
they decided to end the post-Pok-
hran chill that frcze bilateral rela-
tions in May 1998.

In written responses to ques-

Tang Jiaxuan

tions from this correspondent,
Mr. Tang said that China had
“long attached importance to
checking and determining the
alignment of the LAC and put for-
ward a number of positive pro-
posals and suggestions”’. Pointing

1

to the bilateral ‘‘consensus on ac-
celerating” the talks, he said he
believed “this process will go on
smoothly” so long as both sides
“conduct friendly negotiations”
and “strictly stick to the two
agreements signed by the two
Governments” to promote peace
and tranquillity in the border
zone.

Under the agreements signed
in 1993 and 1996, India and China
are committed to respecting the
LAC, pending an eventual solu-
tion to the boundary dispute. But
there are differences on the exact
location of the LAC in some areas,
and the two sides hope to address
them in the coming months.

An agreement on the alignment
of the LAC, India believes, will be
the first essential step towards re-
solving the long-festering bound-
ary dispute. During his visit in
May, the President, Mr. K.R. Na-
rayanan, told the Chines= leader-
ship of the Indian desire to find
an early solution.

Text of interview: Page 14
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FOCUS ON DELINEATION OF LAC \/V

Sino-Indian JWG to meet often

2
By C. Raja Mohan @

NEW DELHL, JULY 22. Signalling a po-
litical upswing in their relations,
India and China today agreed to
intensify bilateral engagement
and inject some life into the long-
stalled talks on the boundary dis-
pute. At the end of their consulta-
tions here, the Foreign Ministers
of the two countries declared that
the efforts to clarify the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) on their
contested border would be pur-
sued with greater vigour.

Addressing a press conference,
the Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr.
Tang Jiaxuan, and the External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
said experts from both sides
would now meet “more frequent-
ly” and focus on the delineation
of the LAC in the middle sector.

Mr. Tang said he hoped that the
two sides would now be able to
“accelerate the process” of de-
marcating the LAC and “raise the
efficiency” of the Sino-Indian
Joint Working Group JWG), tha-
has dealt with the issue for more
than a decade. Qp.), e

The “middle sector” refers to
the border along Himachal Pra-
desh and Uttar Pradesh. It is be-
lieved that India and China
should find it relatively easy to
agree on the alignment of the LAC
in the middle sector. This could
be followed by a clarification of
the LAC in the Western and East-
ern sectors on the long border.

For India, speed is of the es-
sence in t/hes'é talks. Until now a

A

e Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr. Tang Jiaxuan, with the
Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, in New Delhi on
Saturday — Photo: S. Arneja

bilateral e. 5 group has met
only once a y «r after it was con-
stituted in 19 ... The Foreign Of-
fice spokesman said, “‘the Experts
Group will now meet as often as
necessary’’.

Once they arrive at an agree-
ment on where the LAC runs, the
two sides will find it easier to
maintain peace along the border
and move towards a final settle-
ment of their boyndary dispute.

talks oxyr the years on the clar-

ification of the LAC have gone no-
where, Mr. Singh had been
pressing Mr. Tang in recent
months to quicken the pace of the
negotiations.

During his visit to Beijing in
May, the President, Mr. K. R. Na-
rayanan, told the Chinese leader-
ship about the strong Indian
desire to find an early resolution.

Officials from both sides indeed
agreed at the last meeting of the
JWG earlier this year in New Delhi
to accelerate the talks on the LAC.

This decision now has the politi-
cal endorsement of the two For-
eign Ministers.

Expectations of an early move-
ment on the clarification of the
LAC come amidst the broader
agreement between the two sides
to bury the Pokhran hatchet and
expand their mutual engagement.
In an interesting development,
the two sides announced today
the resumption of high level mil-
itary interaction. Indian naval
ships will visit Shanghai in Sep-
tember and exchange visits by
milirary chiefs of staff are on the
cards.

But India’s concerns at Chinese
nuclear and missile transfers to
Pakistan remain. Mr. Tang insist-
ed that China’s military trade with
Islamabad was ‘“part of normal,
sovereign, and state-to-state rela-
tions” and that "it is not targeted
against any third country’’

Differences on this issue are be-
ing discussed in the security dia-
logue between the two nations,
the first round of which was held
in Beijing last March. The two
Ministers agreed to raise the secu-
rity dialogue to the level of addi-
tional secretaries.

Mr. Tang who is leaving for Pa-
kistan, called on the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, this
evening. The meeting lasted 35
minutes and was described as
“very cordial”. Mr. Vajpayee in-
vited the Chinese Prime Minister,
Mr. Zhu Rongji, and the Presi-
denr, Mr. Jiang Zemin, to visit In-
dia at their convenience.

~ 1/



_Latvians freed, Moscow

" welcomes decision

T A

CALCUTTA, July 22. — The five Latvians
arrested for involvement in the December 1995
Purulia armsdrop were released from Presidency
dJail this morning following orders to the West
Bengal government from the President, Mr KR
Narayanan.

Mr Narayanan reportedly granted clemency to
the Latvians under article 72 of the Indian
Constitution after the Russian government
appealed for clemency. The Latvians were
escorted to the Russian /consulate in the city
amid tight security. No réporters were allowed
near them. The Consul-General, Mr Zolotuhin,
was not available for comment.

The Russian Ambassador to India, Mr
Alexander M Kadakin, visited the convicts in jail
on 14 April this year. The Latvians’ release
comes ahead of President Putin’s scheduled visit
to India in October.

The state government intimated the jail
authorities about the presidential order and the

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

prisoners were handed over to a senior official
from the Russian Federation Embassy in New
Delhi this morning.

Mr Alexander Klichin, Mr Igor Timmerman,
Mr Igor Moskvitin, Mr Oleg Gaidasch and Mr E
Antimenko from Latvia, along with Mr Peter
Bleach, a British national, had been sentenced
to imprisonment for life and a fine of Rs 25,000
each, by the city civil and sessions court in
February this year, on charges of conspiring to
wage war against the state. They were also sen-
tenced to seven years’ rigorous imprisonment
and fined Rs 10,000 each. The Latvians were all
crew of the Russian aircraft which dropped
arms over Purulia on the night of 17 December
1995.

Today, the state judicial minister, Mr NN
Adhikari, read out a letter from the Union min-
istry of home affairs, which said Mr Narayanan
had taken the decision after considering “the
bilateral relations” between India and Russia.
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Himalayan task

Ke

E foreign minister Tang Jiaxuan’s
arrival in Delhi over the weekend, and the
meetings ‘with his Indian counterpart

Jaswant Singh and Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
| payee, have once more raised hopes about the im-

provement in relations between the world’s two' -

largest countries. Expectations are high on both
" sides, especially given the post-Pokharan chill that
- ‘had,since May 1998, frozen bilateral relations be-
tweenthetwo neighbours, The visit of Indian Presi-
" dent KLR. Narayanan to Beijing this May marked
the beginning of the thaw. And now the visit of the
Chinese foreignminister — after several years —is

exprected to renew the high-level engagement be- .

tween the two Asian giants. Pang, on his part, has al-
ready declared that patt of the purpose behind the
‘missipn is to.hasten the slow pace of negotiations
hetween the two countries on the ticklish border is-
sue. Forfunately, there is a consensus between the
two countries on the subject. After alk; the two
agreementssigned in 1993 andin 1996 commit each
other torespect the common line.of actual control
(LAC). Proceeding onwards from there, with the
two previous commitments as the basic framework
. for the tatks, should bring about a qualitative trans
formation in India-China ties.,
. Yetmajor differences continue: topermst On the
- exactJocation ofthie LAC in sorfie ateas, right from
Aksai Chin in éastern Ladakh to Arunachal
" Pradesh in the east, Admittedly, the process of de-
lineating the L.AC is a Himalayan task, but it is

rds in India-China ties: ‘transparency’ and ‘trust’

likely to proceed rather smoothly given the new en-
vironment of friendship being created by the visits of

“high-level dignitaries on both sides. The long-fes-

tering boundary dispute can gnly be sorted out if
bothssides display total trust and fattiin each other,
of that there can be little doubt. What hasled to the
weakening of that trust is the reported help China is
providing Pakistan on the missile and nuclear front.
News sburces in thie United States are replete with
reportts of such clandestine support.

In a private interview on the subject of Chmese
support to the missile programme in Pakistan, Tang
clanﬁedrecentlythat‘ while China and Pakistanen-
joy normal relations between sovereign countries,
including the relations of military trade, which con- -
form to international law and norms, his country —
as a close neighbour of both India and Pakistan —
“wants to see peage and stability, not arms race in
South Asia”. Thisis all very well, but Tang needs to
reahsethat“peacemdstablhty’ in the regjon can-
not be achigved by China surreptitiously supplying
missile technology to Pakistan everias it continues to
be vociferously critical of India’s auclear pro-

~gramme. Although hopes are hngh in:New Delhi,

with Tang s¥isit, for an improvement in bilateral re-
lations, the Chmese foreign minister’s visit to Is-
lamabad is gonngto be carefully followed by-ob-
servers, not just in this country but all over the
world, The keywords in this engagement are really
‘transparency’ and ‘trust’ and, hopefully. the Tang
visit would help towards realising them.
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Five-point formula

to ease tension

anchsheel

arallel for”

China th

FROM PRANAY

New Delhi, July 22: In\an
attempt to return to the “Hingi-
Chini bhai bhai” days, the neigh-
bours have agreed on a five-point
formula that would help iron
out differences and improve
relations.

To back this commitment, for-
eign minister Jaswant Singh and
his Chinese counterpart ‘Tang
Jianxuan, on a visit to the coun-
try, today agreed on starting the
delineation process of their bor-
ders along the Line of Actual Con-
trol in the middle sector that runs

between Himachal Pradesh and.

Uttar Pradesh.

Tang is the highest rankmg
Chinese visitor since relations
were soured in 1998 by +the
Pokhran nuclear blasts which
Pakistan quickly answered with
tests of its own. India has repeat-

- edly accused China of helping.

Pakistan’s nuclear and missile
programmes.

Tang sought to assure India
that China’s “military ties with
Pakistan were in no way aimed at
Delhi”. He also indicated that
China wastrying to come to terms
with Delhi's nuclear status by not
raising the issue of implementing
the UN Security Council’s resolu-
tion number 1172 which calls for
immediate dismantling of India’s
nuclear programme.

The five-point formula, remi-
niscent of the Panchsheel pillars
of the Nehru era, includes stepsto
enhance trade and economic co-
operation, development of mili-
tary-to-military contacts, upgrad-

G

W

ing securlty ialogue from the
joint-secretary level to additional-
secretary level, frequent meetings
of the experts’ group on the
boundary dispute and setting up
of an eminent persons’ group.

The effort to engage with each
other in non-political areas indi-
cates that the countries are keen
to broadbase existing ties.

Enhanced economic and trade
cooperation is part of the initia-
tive, which proposes to include
steps like setting up joint infotech
projects and holding trade exhibi-
tions in both countries.

The proposed eminent per-
sons’ group will help people-to-
people contact in areas of com-
monality. The neighbours have
also drawn up a number of confi-
dence-building measures as part
of which Indian naval ships will |
visit Shanghai in September.

But homilies apart, the fact
that both nations have agreed to
start serious work on the border
problem shows their keenness on
easing tension. It was not known
whether the two sides have al-
ready exchanged maps emphasis-
ing their respective claims.

If China made concessions by
not referring to the Security
Council resolution, India, too,
showed restraint by not raking up
Beijing’s nuclear help to Islam-
abad. The issue was raised “in
passing” by Singh during talks
with his guest from Beijing.

The Indians admit this is a
sore point in relations but believe
that improved ties would ensure
that such cooperation detrimen-
tal to India’s interests will stop.
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By B. Muralidhak Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JULY 24. Thg Chinese
Foreign Minister, Mr. Tang Jiax-
uan, has expressed the h
all differences between India and
Pakistan, including the Kashmir
dispute, would be resolved
through dialogue and negotia-
tions.

Mr. Tang, who is on a three-day
visit here, made the observations
in the course of two rounds of dis-
cussions during the day with his
counterpart, Mr. Abdul Sattar,
who briefed him on Pakistan’s
policy of resolving all outstanding
disputes with India through nego-
tiations.

An official statement said Mr.
Tang appreciated readiness on
the part of Pakistan to hold a dia-
logue on all matrers ‘‘at any time,
at any place and at any level”.

“Mr. Tang said this demon-
strated the sincerity of Pakistan
for peace,” it said. The Ministers
reiterated the desire of the two
countries to strengthen coopera-
tion in all fields and to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations.

The statement said talks were
held in a cordial atmosphere
“characteristic of the relations”
between the countries and a
wide-range of subjects were cov-
ered. These include further coop-
eration between the countries,
the situation in South Asia, Af-
ghanistan and in the Korean pen-
insula. At the end of the talks, the
Ministers signed two agreements.
Under the agreements, China will
provide a 3 million yuan assist-
ance to Pakistan and donate relief
goods worth 2 million yuan for Af-
ghan refugees.

China for talks to resolve
" Indo-Pak. disputes

Earlier, during his meeting with
the President, Mr. Rafiq Tarar, Mr.
Tang said China favoured a
“comprehensive partnership of
friendship and co-operation’’.

An official statement said that
Mr. Tarar reciprocated the ges-
ture of Mr. Jiang and expressed
the confidence that their time-
tested friendship would grow in
the years to come. On his arrival
on Sunday, Mr. Tang asserted that
the Sino-Indian rapprochement
would not come in the way of the
strengthening of time-tested rela-
tions with Pakistan.

The Chief Executive, Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf, is hosting a lunch
in the honour of Mr. Tang tomor-
row. Gen. Musharaff visited China
in January; it was the first non-
Muslim country he visited after
taking over the reigns of power
last year.

ST YEY ey )
‘Lf Ee - A -441 - e e




/ o Beidaihe eet to focus

"7\,

BEUING, JULY 30 China’s top lead-
ership, gatherifig at the seaside
resort of Beidaihe, is expected to
comprehensively review Beijing’s
relations with major and emerg-
ing powers, including India, dip-
lomatic sources here said.

The Beidaihe conclave will also
draw up plans to further consoli-
date Beijing's diplomatic influen-
ce in shaping world affairs in the
new millennium, the sources
added.

One of the major goals of this

year’s conclave is to take stock of
China’s gains on the diplomatic
front during the past one year, an
Asian diplomat commented on
the annual summer leadership
meeting at Beidaihe.

Since the early 1980s, the Chi-
nese leadership has held meet-
ings at Beidaihe, 300 km east of
Beijing, every August to plan eco-
nomic, political and diplomatic
strategies for the coming year.

Diplomatic sources say Sino-
Indian ties are expected to figure
in this y(ydxplomanc agenda

on Sino-Indian ties %\\

since the Chinese "Premier, Mr.
Zhu Rongji, is expected to pay an
official visit to India later this
year, which could put these rela-
tions on a firm footing in the new
millennium.

Moreover, the Chinese Foreign
Minister, Mr. Tang Jiaxuan, has
just completed his first official
visit to India during which he held
wide-ranging talks with the Indi-
an leadership on a number of bi-
lateral, regional and international
issues of common concern. — PT1
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he week long visit of the Indian president/Mr K.R.
I Narayanan, to China formally marks the end of
the two countries’ post-Pokhran bitterness. The
two countries went out of their way to stress issues in
which they shared views. They skirted the many differ-
ences that bedevil their relationship. India’s main policy
goal since 1998 has been to ward off an incipient Asian
cold war, a threat that followed New Delhi’s letter to
Washington blaming its nuclear tests on the need to
deter a Chinese threat. The Chinese president, Mr Jiang
Zemin, had publicly expressed surprise and dismay at
this claim. The slow but steady improvement in ties that
began with Rajiv Gandhi’s 1988 visit was under threat.
This presidential visit is designed to send the signal that
India remains committed to the overall policy of normal-
izing relations with China. The hasty comments follow-
ing Pokhran IT notwithstanding, there are no reasons for
hostile relations between New Delhi and Beijing.

China also put as positive a spin as possible to the
visit. For the first time, it agreed with India on the need
for greater international cooperation to combat terror-
ism. It would have been too much to expect it to agreetoa
specific mention of Pakistan. India iterated that Tibet
was an integral part of China. Beijing expressed its ap-
preciation of the tact with which New Delhi handled the
karmapa lama’s defection. The two countries also spoke
of their common desire for a multipolar world. This was
also more sentiment than substance. Neither country
has shown the slightest signs of coordinating their re-
spective policies against the United States. They also
agreed the United Nations security council needed to be
more representative. However, Beijing did not endorse
India’s permanent membership. This tentativeness is
not a surprise. The two Asian giants have major bilateral -
differences that need to be bridged before they can claim-
to be strategic brethren. The two presidents spoke of
their intention to find an amicable and mutually accept-
able solution to the border problem. A greater concern,
about which neither spoke publicly, is the degree and
depth of China’s military cooperation with Pakistan.
This, even more than 1962, continues to cloud bilateral
relations. India’s letter to Washington represented a gen-
uine school of thought in New Delhi, a school inspired by
the Chinese connection in Pakistan’s missile and nu-
clear programmes. There is no Sino-Indian honeymoon
in the offing. The two countries barely even trade with
each other. Mr Narayanan’s visit was about the two once
more agreeing that while they did not have too much in
common, their differences were not too great either. And
that both countries were agreeable to moving forward on
the common concerns rather than the differences.

THE T ELEGRAPE
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BEIJ{NG, May 31. ~ China-

today agreed to work with

* India for the much needed UN
reforms, but was non-commit-
tal on backing New Delhi’s
candidature for a permanent
seat in the restructured
. Security Couricil. (7.

President KR Narayana¥ and
Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji
during their meeting here also
agreed to enhance economic
cooperation, especially in the
information technology sector,
between the two countries.

The two leaders discussed the
need for UN reforms .and res-
tructuring of the Security Cou-
ncil, foreign secretary Mr Lalit
Mansingh later told reporters.

Mr Narayanan told the
Premier about India’s.claim for
a permanent Security Council

seat, but Mr Zhu, d1d not give

any indication of su

The President ha ralsed the
matter during his talks with
his Chinese counterpart Mr
Jiang Zemin, but his response
was also quite similar to the
one expressed by Mr Zhu.

China has also clarified that
not discussing the South Asian

nuclear issue with the Presi-’

dent did not mean that its
stand on the issue has soft-
ened. “We're unwilling to see a
new round of nuclear arms
race in South Asia and this
.policy has not changed,” a
Chinese foreign ministry offi-
1 cial told reporters.

1 Mr Zhu lauded India for the
significant progress it had
made in different fields, and
'said China could learn from its
advancement in IT. Mr Nara-
yanan said India would be
happy to extend all help.

He reminded Mr Zhu of his
long-pending visit to New
Delhi, which would possibly el-
ectrify Indians like-it did dur-
ing the visit of Chou En Lai. Mr
Zhu' responded saying he could
at best be a harbinger of peace.

* Officials said the Chinese for-
eign minister would be visiting
New Delhi shortly.

THE STATESMAN
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v backing India’
“eclaim to UN sea

SEEKING COMMON GROUND:; President K.R. Narayanan with Chinese
Prime Minister Zhn Rongji in Beijing on Wednesday AP

D.D. Gupta
BEIING31 MAY

CHINA, ON Wednesday,

agreed to work with India on
the much-needed UN
* reforms, but was noncommittal
| about supporting New Delhi’s
candidature for a permanent seat
in the restructured Security
Council.

President K.R. Narayanan and
Chinese premier Zhu Rongji, dur-
ing their meeting in Beijing, also
agreed to enhance economic coop-
eration, especially in the informa-
tion technology sector. During the
parleys, the two leaders discussed
the need for UN reforms and a
restructuring of the Security
Council to give developing coun-
tries full responsibility, foreign
secretary Lalit Mansingh said.

Mr Narayanan told the
Chinese premier about India’s

claim for a permanent seat in the
Security Council, but Mr Zhu,
without giving any indication of
support, agreed with him that a
restracturing of the UN was need-
ed and Beijing was willing to work
with New Delhi to usher in
reforms. Mr Narayanan had
raised the matter during his talks
with his Chinese counterpart
Jiang Zemin on Monday but his |
response was also quite similar to
the one expressed by Zhu.

Soon after his talks with Zhu,
the president left for industrial
city of Dalian on the third day of
week-long state visit to China,

Stating that in the last few
years Sino-Indian relations had
been “very good,” the Chinese
premier stressed the need for fur-
ther consolidating the ties through
enhanced economic and trade
cooperation. —PTI

The Economic Times
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China not to sacrifice
ties with Pakistan for
Smo-Indian relations

p—
Beijing, June 1

CHINA HAS indicated that it will not sacrifice itgf'all-weather" relation-
ship with Pakistan while attempting to improve afd develop Sino-Indian
relations.
"The development and improvement of the Sino-Ifdian relations will not
have any adverse impact on the friendly relations and cooperation
between China and Pakistan and vice-versa," a senior Chinese Foreign
Ministry official said yesterday.

At an informal briefing on President K R Narayanan's talks with the
Chinese leadership here this week, the official, seeking anonymity, said
the two sides discussed the tense situation in India-Pakistan relations.

"The Chinese Government pursues a friendly and good-neighbourly
relationship with India and hopes that Sino-Indian relations will con-
stantly improve and develop. China pursues a similar policy towards
Pakistan,” the Foreign Ministry official said. :

China and Pakistan enjoyed a traditional friendship, and Chinese poli-
cy was to "further consolidate and develop"” its relations with Islamabad,
the official said. '

"Sino-Indian relations are conducive to the development of Sino-
Pakistani relations and the Sino-Pakistani relations are also conducive to
Sino-Indian relations,” the official said. The Foreign Ministry official said
visiting Indian President briefed his counterpart on New Delhi's present
policy towards Islamabad and Chinese President Jiang Zemin in turn
stressed that Beiji ped to see the settlement of existing differences
between the ighbours through dialogue so that peace and stability
is restoredgs#he region. (PTI)
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ROAD AHEAD FOR SINO-INDIAN TIES@'\

AS INWJA AND China mark the completion of
half a century of diplomatic engagement, look-
ing back on the lost opportunities during most
of the past five decades, there must be genuine
hope that the next 50 years will see greater mu-
tually-beneficial cooperation between the two
Asian giants. The transparent warmth with
which the President, Mr. K. R. Narayanan, has
been received in Beijing and the expressions of
goodwill from the Chinese leaders signal that
the bilateral relationship has finally emerged
from the dark days of the summer of two years
ago following Pokhran-II, even justifying opti-
mism over the direction in which the ties are
moving. The Chinese President, Mr. Jiang Ze-
min’s repeated highlighting of the need for the
two countries to take a long-term strategic per-
spective of the bilateral relations as much as Mr.
Narayanan’s significant description of cooper-
ation with China as a historical necessity under-
scored the desire on both sides to move the ties
forward.* For the two countries to ‘‘scale
heights”, as Mr. jiang wanted, there are oppor-
tunities in the bilateral sphere and in the fast-
evolving global situation provided there is a wil-
lingness to jettison the baggage of the past.

On the long-standing boundary question,
China again counselled patience while the Pres-
ident conveyed India’s eagerness for imparting
a sense of urgency to the bilateral effort to find
acceptable solutions. Each country had its rea-
sons, but as Mr. Narayanan said such “inher-
ited” problems must not be left over for history.
Mr. Jiang's expression of appreciation for the
way India handled the arrival of the Karmapa
Lama and his decision not to raise the nuclear
issue despite continuing differences were the
diplomatic red carpet that Beijing rolled out for
Mr. Narayanan. They give rise to the hope that
China may one day be ready to give up attempts
to keep India in the South Asian straitjacket and
acknowledge its arrival on the international are-
na. The President’s visit must simultaneously

™
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have served to remove whatever misgivings
Beijing might have harboured over the decision
of India and the U.S. to enter a new strategic
relationship. Far from joining any real or imagi-
nary plan to encircle China, India is interested
in exploring ways of working with China and
other like-minded countries to build a new in-
ternational order and end the instability of the
present unipolar world.

If there are opportunities, there are also
persisting irritants. Two issues on which gaps in
perspective remain are the result of a contin-
uing Chinese failure to rid the bilateral relations
of the millstone of third country ties. The first
relates to the fight against international terror-
ism. While ready to come out forcefully against
terrorism, China has been reluctant to join India
in condemning Pakistan for terrorist acts. Its all-
weather friendship with Pakistan also ensured
that China refrained from extending support to
India’s claim to a permanent seat in the United
Nations Security Council while it readily agreed
with India on the need for reforming and res-
tructuring the world body. China’s continued
deference to Pakistan, which wants allotment
on a rotational basis, and Beijing's reluctance to
come out in support of India are inexplicable,
especially in the context of the open declaration
by two of the five big powers, Russia and France,
in favour of New Delhi’s candidature and the
urgency of democratising the U.N.

The diplomatic engagement between the
two neighbours began half a century ago on a
note of high expectancy. The first decade of
Hindi-Chini bhai bhai gave no hint of the im-
pending catastrophe of the border war. It has
taken three decades and more for the scars to
get erased and a new beginning to be made. As
the bilateral relations remain on the threshold,
the most enduring impression from the historic
Presidential visit is one of a desire on both sides
to widen the interaction between the two peo-
ples at different levels for mutual benefit.
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resident commends idea of

5, road, rail links with China

By C. Raja Mohan “b/\

] KUNMING, JUNE 2. Sino- Indian rela-
| tions have entered a positive
phase and cooperation between
the two countries will now gather
| momentum, the President Mr.
! K.R. Narayanan, affirmed here to-
day.
The President, now on the last
; lap of his week-long State visit to
China, was reflecting on the re-
sults of his talks with the Chinese
leadership over the last few days.

In an interaction here with the
scholars from the Yunnan Acade-
my of Social Sciences, Mr. Na-
rayanan said he had the “sense
that Sino-Indian relations have
reached criticality”. “From now
on,” he added, “cooperation be-
tween the two countries will ac-
quire both speed and intéensity”.

The President was responding
to proposals under the so-called
Kunming initiative for regional
economic integration between
Eastern India, South Western Chi-

. na, Bangladesh and Myanmar.

The Institute for South Asia
Studies here in the capital of Yun-
nan province has been promoting
ideas for road, rail and air links
acrass the region to facilitate

trade and tourism among the four
countries.

The case for regional coopera-
tion has got broad support from
the academic communities of In-
dia, Bangladesh and Myanmar at
a conference last year at Kunm-
ing. The Governments of the four
countries are considering the im-
plementation of various propos-
als.

Welcoming the Kunming initia-
tive, Mr. Narayanan said he was
“happy to be present at the be-
ginning” of this important proc-
ess. The success of the process, he
said, would “depend crucially”
on the movement in Sino-Indian
relations. Recalling that the late
Prime Ministers of the two coun-
tries, Jawaharlal Nehru and Zhou
Enlai, had discussed transport
links between India and China,
Mr. Narayanan said he was
pleased those ideas were now be-
ing revived. He believed that “all
material conditions are now pre-
sent” for the exploration of inno-
vative ideas in bilateral ties.

Congratulating the Yunnan
scholars for thinking up the
Kunming initiative, Mr. Naraya-
nan said there was a ‘“‘real oppor-

tunity now to inject economic.
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and technical content to bur age-
old relations”.

The Yunnan province, witness-
ing rapid economic growth, wants
to emerge as a bridge between the
subcontinent and South East
Asia. Beijing is said to be actively
supporting the initiative by the
provincial authorities.

Mr. Narayanan is also meeting
tonight the Governor of Yunnan,
Mr. L Jiting.

Among the merits of the initia-
tive, Mr. Narayanan said, are the
focus on some of the backward
regions in India and China, and
the attempt to draw in Bangla-'#
desh and Myanmar, both looking
for a quicker pace of economic
growth.

According to Mr. Narayanan,
the initiative ‘‘will have long-term
consequences for Sino-Indian
cooperation as well as immediate
impact on peace, stability and
progress” in the region. But it is
unlikely to go very far, unless
there is greater commercial inter-
est within the Indian business
community and a bolder political
vision in New Delhi to pursue
what appears to be a promising
opportunity to recast India's
neighbourhood to the East.




~India, China
yet'to agree
on yatra route

NEW DELHI, JUNE 4. The Union |
Hoyhe Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani,
today said India had attempted
tp persuade China to allow the
se of Ladakh route for the
annual Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra but failed. P

“Kailash Mansarovar, which
lies in Tibet, is witnessing an
increasing traffic of pilgrims. We
had tried to make China agree
that the pilgrims use the Ladakh
route,” Mr. Advani told
presspersons here.

“However, there has bee
agreement on this so far,” he
added, while taking a view of
photo exhibition ‘Indus in Indl
which coincided with the
‘Sindhu Darshan’ festival getting
underway in Ladakh this week.

The Ladakh route for Kailash
Mansarovar is considered less
hazardous and less time
consuming than the present
passage through Uttar Pradesh.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Government has been pleading
that the pilgrims be sent
through Ladakh so that the
tourism potential of the
mountainous region could be
exploited further.

Talking about Sindhu
Darshan, Mr. Advani said the
fourth annual festival was
significant this time as it was
the first since the Kargil conflict
which had brought the region to
world focus.

The festival will help enhance
tourisny. agtivity in the region
beside§ highlighting the culture
of the mountain- locked region,
the Minister said. — PTI ‘
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_China rea

dy to expedite

talks on LAC delineation

A
By C. Raja Mohan\)(0

NEW DELHI, JUNE 4. India and China
are ready for a mature relation-
ship after the President, Mr. K. R.
Narayanan's talks with the Chi-
lasg week. . .
Mr. Narayandh’s six-day trip to
China, which ended yesterday in
the south-western city of Kunm-
ing, was aimed at regenerating a
warm and friendly atmosphere
between the two nations. There is
satisfaction here that the visit suc-
ceeded in realising this goal.

s

The President, Mr. K.R. Narayanap; addressing mediapersone ~~ *--- *
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Highly-placed sources in the
delegation that accompanied the
President said the visit created a
basis for intensifying bilateral
cooperation and a commitment
to address long-standing differ-
ences over the boundary ques-
tion. With China and India on the
path of rapid economic develop-
ment, both sides are convinced
that all objective conditions are
now present for injecting greater
commercial content into bilateral
relations.

There is a recognition in both
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capitals that the big missing ele-
ment in the age-old ties between
the two societies has been sub-
stantive economic cooperation.

Following Mr. Narayanan’s vis-
it, more frequent high level politi-
cal exchanges are likely to take
place between the two nations.
The Chinese Foreign Minister,
Mr. Tang Jiaxuan, and the Prime
Minister, Mr. Zhu Rongji, are ex-
pected to visit India in the coming
months.

In his talks with the Chinese
leadership, Mr. Narayanan had

- * " “t-eraft while
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insisted that the boundary ques-
tion, on which negotiations have
drifted along for the last decade,
cannot be left for future genera-
tions and must be addressed with
seriousness. Mr.Narayanan’s
talks did not involve any detailed
discussion of the boundary ques-
tion. The President's emphasis
was on conveying India’s keen
desire to get an early resolution of
the dispute.

The immediate objective is to
impart some speed to the nego-
tiations on delineating the Line of
Actual Control that separates the
two nations on their long border.
The alignment of the LAC is itself~]
in dispute in many areas. The ac-
tual talks on the contentious bor-
der issue will follow later.

The Chinese leaders now ap-
pear ready for more purposeful
negotiations on the clarification
of the LAC. The impact of the new
willingness to expedite the proc-
ess will be reflected in the tone
and tenor of the next round of
meetings between the expert
groups from the two sides.

The decision by the Chinese
leaders not to raise the nuclear is-
sue in the talks with Mr. Naraya-
nan is being seen here as
significant. Sources in the delega-
tion argue that this does not
mean there is a basic change in
the Chinese position on India’s
nuclear weapons-programme.
m)lhﬁﬂi does signify, however, is

at China may no longer want to
make the nuclear issue a point of
dispute in bilateral relations. Like
many other countries, China too
is very impressed by the Indian
advances in the software sector.
e Chinese leaders are keen to
See greater bilateral cooperation
in science and technology, partiC/
ularly in the IT sector.




esident sets stage for friendship talks

'Delhi reality tes
for China hi

FROM SANKARSHAN THAKUR

New Delhi, June 4: The indu-
bitably excellent atmospher-
ics through President K.R.
Narayanan’s visit to China
notwithstanding, South Block
mandarins are sounding cau-
tion on reaching hasty conclua-
sions about the positive air im-
pacting Sino-Indian relations.

“China’s keenness to stress
commonality and avoid differ-
ences was only too apparent dur-
ing the President’s trip, as was a
palpable sense of friendliness,
but whether there is any real
change in their attitude can only
be tested on the bilateral negoti-
ating table,” said a well-placed
foreign office source at the con-
clusion of the six-day tour.

The superscript of the visit
was, of course, the complete Chi-
nese silence on the Pokhran blasts
of May 1998 and the subsequent
signals emanating from New
Delhi that the essential reason for
the nuclear tests was squaring up
to the Chinese threat. That the
Chiness ieadership chose to avoid
wemdn of, the nuclear tests is
being seen as a sign that Beijing
does not want any more to make it
“an issue of dispute” with India
and seeks to take bilateral ties
ahead regardless.

For Rashtrapati Bhavan, this
would perhaps be a source of both
i satisfaction and achievement.
The President’s visit became the
platform for the first Chinese
demonstration of willingness to
talk friendship since Pokhran I1.

But the view from South Block
is that the road to normalisation
of relations could yet be long and
tortuous. As one foreign office
source said: “The Pregident’s visit
was significant for‘the signals it
*Chinese have not
2mselves to any-

WHAT’S THE TUNE?
A Chinese folk dancer. (PTD

thing new. Even on the nuclear
question, they were silent, which
does not necessarily mean there is
a change in their outlook.”

Apart from expressions of in-
tent on strengthening bilateral
ties — political and cultural ex-
changes will probably go through
a phase of spate beginning with
Chinese foreign minister Tang Ji-
axuan’s visit later this year — the
Chinese gave no assurances even
on specific and repeated urgings
of Narayanan. No response to his
pleas for speeding up the delin-
eation of the Line of Actual Con-
trol, not a hint that China would
even consider supporting India’s
case for permanent membership
of the UN Security Council. What
the Chinese leadership kept re-
peating was that it was “for mak-
ing the Security Council more
representative with the inclusion
of nations from the developing
world”. On the LAC, the consis-
tent Chinese response was that
“great amount of work still re-
mains to be done and the bound-
ary question needs to be ap-

.
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proached with patience”.

There is a perception, in fact,
that the Chinese may not have
raised the nuclear issue purely on
“ceremonial” grounds. The Indi-
an President is a nominal head of
state and added to that is the fact
that the Chinese do consider
Narayanan an “old friend” be-
cause of his long association with
China. Beijing did not see the
point in “unnecessarily ruining”
a ceremonial visit by throwing up
prickly issues. These may also
have been the reasons why the
Chinese refrained from factoring
Pakistan — Beijing remains quite
unabashed about its multi-
pronged support to Islamabad —
into the discussions.

Official sources, of course, un-
derlined that given the nature of
his office, the President himself
had not approached his China
visit with any illusions about
achieving a major breakthrough
or even discussing the nitty-gritty
of bilateral ties. The talks were es-
sentially general rather than par-
ticular, leaning on the atmospher-
ics rather than the sperifies. -
Thert4was no detailed discussion,
for instance, on the boundary
question, the most troublesome
and long-standing dispute.

What the trip did fetch, accord-
ing to them, is the creation of
an atmosphere in which Sino-In-
dian relations have the potential
to take off, specially in the context
of economic ties. It is not for
nothing that accent on building
economic relations was the con-
stant refrain of Narayanan
throughout the trip.

In the context of China’s un-
bridled leap ahead and India’s
own efforts to open up, the Presi-
dent feels the strong impulses for
economic growth in both China
and India will become the propel-
lants of anew era inties.
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9% India-China economic

‘Flag follows trade’ has been an age-old maxim.
With Beijing’s membership of the WTO on the
horizon, and given the far-reaching changes it is
set to usher in the international economic scene,
India and China are faced with a situation in
which economic necessities would have to be
accorded their long-overdue importance, write

R. Gopalakrishnan and V. S. Sambandan.

NDIA AND China, two of the large-
st economies outside the Club of
the Rich — the OECD — are trying
to give a new impetus to bilateral,
especially economic, relations.

Given the political complexities of
the relations between the two coun-
tries, the importance of bilateral com-
mercial ties was emphasised by the
Indian President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan,
during his recent visit to China who
saw a " real opportunity to inject eco-
nomic and technical content to our
age-old relations.”

The question that is relevant to the
future is to what extent the Asian giants
have synergies conducive to coopera-
tion compared to the potential for
competition or indifference in the
emerging world of globalisation. The
implications of Sino-Indian economic
synergies gain further relevance given
that China is practically on the thresh-
old of entry into the World Trade Orga-
nisation (WTO) on a much stronger
base of agricuttural, industrial and hu-
man development — and a much big-
ger share of the world trade — than
India (Table I)

The bilateral trade agreement reac-
hed this February had been preceded
by a few substantive though halting
steps in the past two decades. Under
the latest accord of February 22, 2000,
China agreed to grant India on a non-
reciprocal basis (as part of its pre-WTO
entry signals) tariff concessions on a
number of items of substantial interest
to India, including rice, fruits, vegeta-
bles, marine products and pharmaceu-
ticals. These will be effective from the
time of China’s accession to the WTO.

Breakthrough in trade

Trade between the two countries had
earlier achieved a breakthrough when
they signed an agreement in December
1984 providing for mutual grant of the
most-favoured-nation (MEN) treat-
ment, which normally is a part of obli-
gation of GATT/WTO members.

The setting up of a Joint Economic
Group at the ministerial level, subcom-
mittee on science and technology,
agreements on cooperation in coal
mining and non-ferrous metallurgy, a
civil aviation agreement on direct ser-
vices (1997), a cooperation agreement

I: India - China Economic Profiles

Indicator India China
Area (mn.sq.km) 3.29 9.56
Population (mn) 944.6 1232.1
Population/sq.km 287 128
Urban population (%) 27 30
Human Development Index 44.6 62.6
Adult Literacy (%) 51.2 80.9
GDP ($ bn) 358 906
GDP / capita ($) 380 750
Share in GDP (%)

ties:

The erstwhile silk route that has a history of being a business link between India and China.

ing 1998-99 following severe recession
in the Asian markets, there has been a
revival since then to double digit
growth.

Traditionally, marine products, iron
ore and oil meal have led Indian ex-
ports to China. In 1997-98 and 1998-99,
marine products exports to China to-
talled, respectively, $115 million and
$50 million, iron ore $98 million and
$87 million, and oil meal $188 million
and $31 million.

Organic chemicals and electronic
goods (several of which are made by
multinational corporations in their
ventures in China) and coke/coal have
been dominating China’s exports to In-
dia. In 1997-98 and 1998-99, China ex-
ported organic chemicals worth $ 177
million and $166 million, electronic
goods worth $ 108 million and $153
million, and coke/coal/briquettes etc
$185 million and $86 million. Inorganic

cent of India’s exports to the People’s
Republic of China (Table 1I).

As for PRC’s exports, organic chem-
icals account for 16 per cent of Indian
imports of the category, and 15 per
cent of Indian import of electronic
goods is from China.

According to an Export-Import Bank
of India study, @ matter of concern is
that the share of manufactured goods
in India’s expotts to China has declined
from 53.5 per cent in 1992-93 to 35.6
per cent in 1998-99, while the share of
agricultural and allied products in-
creased from just 1.6 per cent to 27 per
cent, with marine products emerging
4s a4 major item.

In contrast, in the case of imports
from China, the share of raw materials
and intermedfite goods declined while
that of manufhcturing goods increased
almost threefold during this period.
“China’s (glgbal) import structure is

basket is a result of the increasing for-
eign direct investment in China, by
both non-resident/Hong Kong Chinese
and OECD (Japan, Europe, U.S.) com-
panies, using that country as a produc-
tion base for the world market.

Non-tariff barriers,
major hurdle

According to official sources, major
problems in expanding India-China
trade include, apart from a huge infor-
mation gap and language barrier, fac-
tors like China's non-tariff barriers
including import licensing arrange-
ments, comrhodity inspections and
quantitative regimes, export-import
balancing requirements and testing
and certification procedures.

Opacity of rules in Chind is also cited
as a frequent impediment. ‘‘The legal
systern (in China) is embryonic and
even where detailed rules do exist,

thnwin e Afrnm A lanlk AfF teancnaranog

{following an eatlier agreement with
the U.S.) as part of its pre-WTO entry
bilateral pacts should throw some light
on its possible priorities as a member
of the global fraternity.

Though its terms relate to more val-
ue-added and high-tech products/ser-
vices like automobiles and
insurance/telecom, they are relevant to
countries such as India to the extent
that multinational corporations could
use India too as a base for global oper-
ations and to the extent that MFN
treatment is obligatory under WTO for
goods and investment.

Major components of the China-EU
agreement are: China’s import tariffs
over 150 leading European exports
such as machinery, ceramics and glass,
textiles, clothing, footwear and leather
goods, cosmetics and spirits will be re-
duced to around eight to ten per cent;
European carmakers will have greater

" flexibility to choose the types of vehi-

cles to build and approval thresholds of
provincial authorities will be raised
from $30 to $50 million; specific joint
venture restrictions on large depart-
ment stores and chain stores to be re-
moved.

Market access will improve for key

U agricultural products such as rape-
seed oil, dairy products, pasta, wine
and olives, while an EU sanitary and
phytosanitary (SPS) agreement will en-
sure China’s application of the WTO
SPS agreement and resolve a number
of bilateral issues.

China has also granted higher mar-
ket access in banking and insurance
and the time-table for opening up tele-
communication has been accelerated
by two years.

While it is not yet known whether
China will enter the WTO as a devel-

ii: Top 10 in Bilateral Trade

new dimensions

Seshadri, Joint Secretary in the Com-
merce Ministry, India’s share of FDI
flow to developing countries was 0.79
per cent in 1993, 1.86 per cent in 1995,
2,19 per cent in 1997 and 1.36 per cent
in 1998. The corresponding figures for
China are 37.88 per cent, 33.93 per
cent, 30.42 per cent, and 27.40 per cent,

The tptal FDI flow to developing
countries during these four years was
$72.6 billion, $105.5 billion, $148.9 bil-
lion and $165.9 billion.

The cumulative Chinese investment
in India approved between 1991 and
1999, according to the Union Com-
metce Ministry, was Rs. 711 crores — a
mere 0.3 per cent of the total approvals
(Rs. 205,187 crores).

The actual inflow was Rs. 1.89 crores
— 0.27 per cent of the FDI approved. A
total of 75 foreign collaborations were
approved — a paltry 0.16 per cent of
the total approval (16,367) for all coun-
tries.

There could be some catching up by
India in future and some slideback on
the part of China, thus narrowing the
gap. On the one hand, the increasing
awareness abroad about India’s poten-
tial and advantages and the plans for
Special Economic Zones (SEZs) an-
nounced by the Union Government
might accelerate the flow of FDI to In-
dia, including diversion of some of the
capital invested in China,

On the other, some believe that the
discrepancy between China’s econom-
ic and political policy regimes would
sooner or later create a problem and
even unrest, that could slowdown the
flow of foreign investment.

Whatever be the substantial differ-
ences between India and China in
terms of their potential to compete in
the wotld market for goods, services
and investment, and despite the odd

Major Indian Exports to China

Major Exports by PRC to India

m lron ore

a Marine products

m Other ores and minerals
[

u

Drugs, pharmaceuticals and
fine chemicals
a Oil meal

Cotton yarn, fabrics and made-ups

m Organic chemicals

m Electronic goods

m Coal, coke & briquettes

m Medicines & Pharmaceuticals

m Inorganic chemicals
m Textile yarn, fabrics,
made-ups
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1999 while China comme-

morated the S0thanniversary

of the establishment of the ; People’s Re-
pubhc He could not accept the invita-
,tion because of various political reasons,
most important of which was the Gov-

RESIDENT KR Ngyan-
,anwas invited to visit Bejjing

emment of India desiring to make a'co- .

mprehensive assessmeit of Sino-Indian
relations. I was told during my visit to
Beijing in October 1999 that the Chi-
tlmewereloelmgfoxwardtothewsmf
‘| Narayanan for two reasons; First, India
W mmmgmwmmawmm
8 to the People’s Repub-
. Secondly, heisheld in esteem by the
, 2 due tothetactand political sen-
sitxvntywnthwhldihedlschargedhxsrole
asIndia’s Ambassador in Beijing.

Thiswasa presidential visit to China -

| after a gap of eight years. President
.Venkataraman had visited Beijing in
May1992. Thepohtmloontextmwhlch
the visit-took place is also ‘significant.

Whﬂcﬂlexelsno&uonofcmna scrit-

tion, its stridency Bk ﬁ)atedbecmlse of
non-ratification of ‘the CTBT by the
USA, the US stand on Theatre Missile
Defence in the Western Pacific and,
most. importantly, the ¥J$ announce-
ments.at the review conference on non-
proliferation in New York about its incli-

ation to dilute the anti-ballistic missile
treaty. Thete was tangible normalisation

in interaction between India and China *

after Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh’s
discussions with his Chinese counterpart
Tang Jiaxua, The Indo-Chinese Joint
Working Group on the boundary ques-
tionand related issues had met, ageneral
agreement had beenreached forhaving
an institutionalised security. dialogue
with China and there were indications
that Sino-Indian economic relations
shouldbe brought back on track after the
hiccups of 1998 and early 1999.

. Though our President does not exer

cise executive responsibilities, the Chi

nese were conscious of his personal ba-

ckground which they knew would have
an impact on India’s foreign-policy. Ap-

A4

art from hxs foreign service background

~ of three decades and more, he has spe-

cialised knowledge about China. Apart
from being Ambassador to China, his
comprehensiqn of issues affecting Sino-

y‘f PreSIdent s visit to Chma

)n terra flrma e

aswellasmtemanonalmmlﬂ(etemr substanmmmre ited to the demar-
ism, human rights, UN reforms and catxonot‘thebomdalybetwmthetwo
problems related to international re-  countries, willbe agradual process,and .

+ gimes affecting trade, transfer of tech- thatltshmﬂdnotstandmthgwayofe(-

nologies and developmental procgsses. - pansion and consolidation of Sino-In- .

perhaps, the first time that an Indian

President addressed the university.

Mog significantly, instead of being ~ aff
takentovmtplao&sofaﬂturalandh:s—

‘torical interest outside Beijing, he was -

invited to visit Kunming in' Southern
China, capital of the Yunan Province,
an area abutting our Northeastern sta-
tes with which prospects of economic
and commercial relations are being ex-
amined by pollcy planners, both in

China and India. Reports indicate that

our President had wide-ranging discus-

" sionswith the Chinese leadership on is-
sues affecting bilateral- relations, re-

glonal mmty and ecmemx;;roblems

- Indian relations and China’s foreign pol There isa certain parallelism and con-  dianrelations. ..
icy was rooted in his having served in ~ vergence éf interests between Indiaand wadentNarayananssuongoon-
South East Asiaas Anibassador. He was G)maonﬂnslattermtegoryofhsum viction about the international comnu-
also Ambassador to the US when Sino- Having said this, one has t0 ac-  nity cooperating to counter unipolar
- US relations comme-. : . . knowledge that both trends in international relations: are
nced their positive orien- 7 sides -assiduously av- sharedbythe Chinese leadership.
tations. . oided any detailed dis- What then were the concrete results
" The President’s we- ~ cussion onissues about  of this important visit to China? The In-
ek-long visit to China - . which there are basic dianpresidential visitsignifiestheendof |.
was ingvery sense more - differences between C-  a critical phase in Sino-Indian relations |
than a ceremomal visit. . " hinaand India. The Chi- ~ which commenced after India’snudlear
‘The programme re- . nese did bt hold forth weapon tests in 1998, The visit has re-
flécted this dimension. . ‘on India’s nuclear we-  sulted ina 1 first-hand assess- |
. Naryanan had discus~ : apomsatlonandavmd- ment being made by the leaders of the |
- sions with President Ji e .. ed polemics on the is- . two countties about each other’s per-
ang Zemin, Prime Min- J.N. Dixit - sue. M téticence  ceptions and policy orientations. The
ister Zhu ‘Rongji. and —_— ,,waspracusedomssu&s * visit resulted in'an agreement to bring |
Sino-Indian relations fully back on track
While China shared India’s anxieties about  bmeameshornteoagmemn |
international terrorism and theg need to counter a“d,’t‘m”‘“a’wpa’a&“m’mLCMOf i
opinion onsome very basicissues while,
it, discussrons on the boundary question boing dckmowkdged, shovld not tarid
’ in the way of moving forward in othes
remamed anodyne Joluadeishlrnti. ponb i ey
, » . o  Itisclear that China is not inclined to |
also with former ane Mxmster Li relatedtolndxa’soonoemaboutthefor— addmstheSmo-Inchanbmmdarym«
~ Peng, who with Narasimha Rao br- mal Chinese stance on Sikkim and expeditiogsly. Nor is there any likedi-
ought qualitative changes'in Sino-Indi- - China’s concern about Tibet rootedin  hood of China diluting its defence and.
- antelationsbetween 1991 and1995.He  the activities of Dalai Lama’s followers defenoempph&sompemuonanange-
wasmwtedtospeakmthefacultyand - in Indja. While China shared India’s” ments with Pakistan, despite its con-
students of Beijing University. It was;  anxieties about international terrorism * - cerns about aoss-borderterrormn and

and the need to counter it, discussions - the spread of Islamic centrifugal forces

regardmg the most fundamental issue *

Sino-Indian relauons, namely,
the boundary question remaitied ano-
dyne. The eneral tonclusion reached
was that the" Joint ‘Working Group
should continue it&efforts to expedi-
tiously resolve the g issues re-
lated to the implementatiotrofthie 1993
agreement on maintaining |
lranqulhty on the Line of Actual Con-
trol, that further progress should be
made in implementing- confidence-
building measures to'enhance mutual

~ and equal security between the two

countries, and that the rwolutlon of

in certain areas of China. Thesé reali--
ties should underpin our China policies
. despite the generally positive impact of
the presidential visit. -

The over-arching reality which we '
should keep i mind is the asymmetry
between India and China. The larger
military and economic strength of

aim atgenerating a stabilising at-
mosphere to remedy the above imbal-
ances and to temper those dimensions
of China’s policies which should be of
pohumlandstrwz\ceonoemtolndra.
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By K. K. Katyal

NEW DELHI, MAY 1. The inside ac-
county of the recent meeting here
of the {ndia-China Joint Working
Group konfirm the stability of the
bilateral relationship which en-
abled the two sides to focus on
points of agreement and — more
important — to discuss differenc-
es without causing rancour. The
Group. primarily meant to find
ways to resolve the boundary
problem has, since its inception
12 years ago, considered matters
of mutual interest, apart from the
respective concerns. While the
decision to resume contacts at the
senior military level was a positive
development, India would have
liked progress on some of the is-
sues of concern to it — terrorism,
Sikkim and clarification of the
Line of Actual Control, that sep-
arates the troops of the two sides
in the border areas.

During the two-day meeting,
that concluded last week- end,
the JWG discussed at some length
the proposed visit of the Presi-
dent, Mr. K. R. Narayanan, to Chi-
na at the end of this month. Going
by the statements from Beijing,
the Chinese side showed far grea-
ter interest in the coming trip
than what had been evident here.
However, there is little doubt In-
dia regards the visit as the culmi-
nation of the ~Tonfidence

restoration process, meant to re-
move the strains created by Pok-
hran IL

Even on the three issues, on
which progress was slow, discus-
sions, though animated, re-
mained cordial. India wanted
China to join it in denunciation of
terrorist violence and would have
liked a pointed reference in a joint
statement at the end of the meet-
ing. As explained by the Indian
side, China had taken a firm posi-
tion against terrorist activities of
religious fundamentalists in vari-
ous fora, especially during the
meeting of the Shanghai Five —
China, Russia and three Central
Asian republics — in Kazakhstan
in March and, at the bilateral lev-
el, with Turkey — during the Pres-
ident, Mr. Jiang Zemin's visit
there, some ten days ago. China,
too, was at the receiving end of
the terrorist violence in the sensi-
tive Sinkiang province, bordering
Central Asia. Because of this, In-
dia thought Beijing would have
no problem with a condemnatory
joint reference to terrorism. How-
ever, China appeared unwilling to
say in New Delhi what it had been
saying in other capitals and at
other fora. This' was, obviously,
because of its feeling that a terror-
ism-related formulation, emanat-
ing from New Delhi, would
certainly be construed as directed
against Pakistan. China was not

/ India, China discuss
" differences amicably

prepared to do anything that
could, even remotely jeopardise
its special relationship with a
“friend of all weathers”".

An insistent plea for a clear
statement on Sikkim'’s status as
part of India evoked a non-com-
mittal response — that China’s
stand was flexible, that its posi-
tion was evolving. India was keen
on a categorical declaration be-
cause of the confusion that might
be created because of Sikkim’s
description as an independent
entity on a Chinese website — it
appeared there before Singapore
in a list in the alphabetical order.

As regards the LAC, India made
known its keenness on clarity so
as to remove any chance of a mis-
hap. Luckily the border has been
quiet and the confidence-build-
ing measures, finalised in the
early 1990s during the visit to
Beijing of the then Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao,
worked smoothly. Even during
the period when bilateral ties
were strained after May 1998,
there was no adverse reaction in
the border areas. However, China
did not show matching keenness
to specify the LAC on the ground.
All that the JWG could agree
was that officials 0
~Olten as required
boundary-related is-
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PRIL 2000 marked Yhe 50th anni-

versary of the estdblishment of

diplomatic relations between n-

dia and China. These 50 years t ad
their high points and also saw, unfortu-
nately, too long a period of strain and di-
vergence which culminated in the war of
1962, This event cast deep shadows on the
ties between the two states thal began to
lift only in 1988 after the path-clearing visit
by Rajiv Gandhi to China. The process of
dialogue had begun earlier, following the
visit of Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, then External
Affairs Minister, to Beijing in 1979. 8w the
progress towards recovery of confidence
had been slow.

Dialogue was sustained despite petiods
of turbulence as in 1986-87 and agein a
decade later, following the nuclear te:ts in
South Asia. It continued despite changes of
leadership in the two countries. Each time
India and China not only pulled back from
confrontation but, in fact, raised the level
of interaction. Both have fearnt their les-
sons from the past. The most important
lesson is that the neighbours must make
peace not war. This should be the {inda-
mental guiding principle of India-Chimave-
lationship in the new century.

The anniversary was celebrated by the
armed forces of the two countries along the
Line of Actual Contro! (LAC) with music,
dance and good cheer. This celelfration
serves as a good symbol of the lessons
learnt from the past which promise {o con-
vert the LAC into an arrangement that will
help in building a new relationship. It also
demonstrates that India and China have
travelled a long way since the great chill of
1998 after a decade of growing confidence
and expanding contacts. In the 10 years
since the Rajiv- Deng summit of 1988, con-
siderable progress had been made by both
states following a dual track strategy. Con-
tacts and exchanges at all levels of state and
society were revived and strengthiened. In
addition, economic and trade exchanges
grew from a meagre beginning to close to
$2 billion in 1997.

The events after Pokhran-1{ slowed. but
did not disrupt, the process of normalisa-
tion. India responded sensitively to China'’s
sense of ‘hurt’ at the references from vari-
ous quarters to it as a potendal “hreat’ to
India. The matier was cleared by the time
of the visit of Mr. Jaswant Singh External

~ -
‘f
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By Mira Sinha Bh: tta:harjea & C. V. Ranganathan

Affairs Minister, to China for bot - sides to
make public statements to the «fect hat
neither considered the other a 1 reat to s
security. it thus became possib e for the
two sides, to add an important ¢ imension
to the ongoing dialogue. They agreeld to
conduct a security dialogue fo - the first
time. The first round was held st month
in Beijing.

Relations at the purely bilateral level
have improved enough, both qualitatively
and substantively, to clear the way for the
establishment of a constructive and coop-
erative relationship for the 21st century.
However, there are still some differences,
on the nuclear question as well as on other
sensitive issues of a bilateral nature. These
need to be frankly and opeunly addressed in
a spirit of understanding and accommoda-
tion. India’s concerns relate primarily to
the territorial issue; to the Chinese friend-
ship with and assistance to Pakistan; and to

mention that they were arrived at withou!
prejudice to the positions of cither side. |
should be paossible for India and China to
agree to drop or limit the references to such
claims to help consolidate the trust of the
people. This would also go a long way in
changing public images (and removing
fears) of the other which are subliminally
held. such as the Indian image of a China
willing to use force, unable to accept equal-
ity, determined to seek hegemony in Asia
and therefore to keep India confined ta
South Asia. Or the Chinese image of an In-
dia also hegemonistic, having imperial am-
bitions and lording it over smaller
neighbours. Scholars can argue that these
images are in the main falsc. Fut scholars
do not and cannot have the same powerful
influence in dispelling public images as
harsh words, exaggerated claiins or disre-
gard of interests and sensitivities emanat-
ing at the official level have in confirming

The two neighbours must make peace not war. This
should be the fundamental guiding principle of
India-China relationship in the new century.

China’s perceptions of India's nuclear pro-
gramime.

For both countries it cannot be a satis-
factory situation to have de facto borders
indefinitely; both should prefer to have
firm, mutually acceptable borders, en-
shrined in a legally-binding and voluntarily
accepted treaty. Both have, however, real-
istically accepted that such a final settie-
ment is a most complex process, not likely
to be completed in the near-future, As an
interim arrangement, the two sides have
therefore agreed to honour and stabilise
the LAC in all sectors which came into be-
ing after 1962. In 1993 and 1996, india and
China agreed to ensure that peace and
tranquillity prevailed along its entire
length. They agreed to smoothen out dif-
ferences through negotiations and to putin
place far-reaching confidence-building
measures.

The tetritorial issue is still highly emotive
in the public mind. Repeated references (o
large historical claims by the two sides only
revive unhappy memories of the past. The
1993 and 1996 agreements specifically

them. China’s continuing unwillingness to
accept Sikkim as part of India is still regard-
ed by the general public as an act of un-
friendliness. India, on its part, has not
resiled and will not resile from its acknowl-
edgment that Tibet and Taiwan are parts of
China.

From the Indian perspective, the three
decades-long, all-weather friendship be-
tween China and Pakistan had begun to
resemble a military alliance even in the nu-
clear field. Of late, observers of the China
scene and policymakers had noted that
3eijing was making significant re-adjust-
nents in its Pakistan policy. They were
gieatly reassured by the statements the
Chinese President, Mr, Jiang Zemin, made
during his visits (o India and Pakistan in
1996 that held out the proraise of a more
balanced and constructive Fakistan policy.

But as evidence of China's continuing
support to Pakistan's nuclear programme
became available, old memories and fears
vere revived specially after Pakistan's tests
1 1998, These fears were not allaved even
ly China even-handedly calling on both to

r
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roll back nuclear weaponisation, not to de-
ploy nucear weapons and to sign the CTBT
and the NPT, In the main, the fears were
revived because, over the years, no saus-
factory explanation of the quality of this
relationship had been offered by China.
Nor does Beijing deny the fulsome support
and backing that Pakistan claims it has
from Ctina for its nuclear and missile pro-
grammes. The quality of this relationship.
thereforz, continues to be cause for con-
cern in ndia even as it welcomes signs of a
rafionalshift in China's position such as its
call, durng the Kargil crisis, that the Line of
Control{LoC) in Kashmir be respected and
that theLahore process be resumed.

Prior to 1965, China appeared to sepa-
rate its position on Kashmir from its politi-
cal reldions with India and  Pakistan.
Thereafier, China began to support the Pa-
Kistan yosition on Kashmir; then it sup-
ported he right of self-determination for
the Kashmird people and. at official levels,
promised that the 650 million people of
China would “stand by’ Pakistan in defence
of its independence and sovereigniy. The
right to self-determination for the people
of Kashmir has sometimes been interpret-
ed as the right to sovereign independence.
I so integrpreted on the basis of community
or religivn, it would vitiate secularism, fun-
damentd organisational principle of the
Indian sate.

For malti-national states like India and
China. the worldwide rise of sub-state na-
tionalisn demanding  independence,
based often on claims of smaller ethnic or
religiouscommunity, can pose very serious
challenges. Unfortunately, such claims re-
ceive wile public support especially in the
West, inthe name of democracy and peo-
ple’s rigats. This, in turn, complicates the
situatiot in Kashmir and Tibet, for exam-
ple, and creates grave potential problems
of ‘sepaatismi’. Recent developments as
well as adjustments in China's Pakistan
policy wll, it is to be hoped, be followed by
an open stand, in its own long-term in-
terest, against militarism, terrorisim and
separatism everywhere. This development
will helpdispel the negative images of Chi-
na in the minds of the Indian public.

(The wraers are Honorary Fellows of the

Institure of Chinese Studies, New Delhi,
and the article is based on a paper they
presented at a recent seminar.)
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HE ISSUE of the nucleari(s’}hon f

South Asia has three aspects.

the one hand is the equal right o

all sovereign countries to build
nuclear weapons for self-defence. The
second is the peace/war/stability/insta-
bility consequences of the exercise of this
right any and everywhere. The third is to
strengthen and pursue the goal of com-
plete and universal nuclear disarmament.
Since the Indian and Pakistani nuclear
tests of 1998, China has focussed its reac-
tions and responses on the second aspect
of the issue, but in doing so it has, in
calling for a rollback, weakened the first
aspect of the nuclear issue somewhat,
and has been silent on the third which
cannot be equated only with the signing
of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT).

There has been criticism within India
to these tests. The Government’s declara-
tion that it needs, and will confine itself to
building, only a minimum nuclear deter-
rent, that it does not target any country
and, like China, its commitment that it
will not be the first to use nuclear weap-
ons, has provided its critics with some
reassurance, India has also reiterated its
commitment to a non-nuclear world but,
like all nuclear weapon states including
China, it will need to be prodded in that
direction from time to time. Perhaps the
forum of the security dialogue will be the
appropriate locus for an in-depth explo-
ration by India and China of all the di-
mensions of the nuclear issue to broaden
understanding, and find common ground
for jointly pursuing the twin goals of pre-
serving the peace in South Asia, and pur-
suing seriously the goal of universal
nuclear disarmament.

Neither resolution of outstanding
problems nor a serious movement in the
direction of building a cooperative and
constructive relationship will be possible
without India and China recovering the
visionary and holistic approach which
coloured and shaped the making of for-
eign policy in the two countries in the
formative years. Looking back, it becomes
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India and China

By Mira Sinha Bhattachar)ea & C. V. Ranganathan

evident that the friendship between India
and China contributed to creating new
hope and opportunities for the emerging
countries and helped lessen regional and
world tension.

Once again the two neighbours need to
“stand tall and look far”, to borrow a Chi-
nese phrase. As the only two major pow-
ers to emerge in the post-World War 11
world, with a combined population of
over two billion and a potential consumer
class of at least that figure, India and Chi-
na can no longer appear to be ‘victims’ on
the international stage. Instead both have
to urgently realise that between them
they have the future capacity to deplete

need to be tamed or constrained by the
voluntary acceptance of new norms of
governance and of state behaviour. This
was the real significance and message of
the Panchsheel or the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence that India and Chi-
na announced jointly in 1954. These prin-
ciples and the need for peaceful
coexistence of states are acknowledged
all over the world, even though states find
it difficult to live up to them. Sadly, even
India and China failed to do so. Yet itis a
testament to the objective relevance and
validity of these principles that they have
survived. Today, both India and China
consider them, once again, as the founda-

India and China can no longer appear to be ‘victims’
on the international stage... They have the duty to
contribute to keeping the peace and ensuring the
stability of all their neighbouring societies.

the world of most of its resources. They
will always have the capacity to destabil-
ise their neighbours, their region, and the
world, because of their sheer size and ca-
pabilities. They, therefore, have the re-
sponsibility and, in fact, in keeping with
their cultural traditions, it can be said that
they have a duty to contribute to keeping
the peace and ensuring the stability of all
their neighbouring societies. To do so, In-
dia and China have as their first task the
mending and stabilisation of bilateral re-
lations.

The present is a critical period of transi-
tion from the unipolar world of the post-
Gulf War era to a new more democratic
and multipolar world order, both eco-
nomic and political. It is inevitably an
equally critical period of change and tran-
sition of domestic systems within states
where voices that had not been heard be-
fore need to be heard and their needs/
demands accommodated without blood-
shed and without grave disruption of
social and state cohesion. This is a period
in which power, states and Governments
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tion on which state interaction should
rest.

The changing world is also throwing up
new challenges. Additional principles are
needed to guide us through the uncer-
tainties that lie ahead. India and China
should together evolve new guiding prin-
ciples based on their experience in deal-
ing with each other and taking into
account the changed circumstances of
the evolving international situation in the
21st century. These principles are pro-
posed on the understanding that though
the state will continue to be the only rec-
ognised legitimate unit-actor on the in-
ternational stage, it will nevertheless have
to adjust to globalisation and the rise of
sub-state and non-state actors. The prin-
ciples proposed here are not exclusive to
India and China. Like the Panchsheel they
can have universal relevance, with India
and China taking the lead.

The following principles are also based
on the experience derived from the last
five decades of Sino-Indian relations and
take into account, the changing condi-

11

tions in India, in China and in the world
at large.The Ten Principles of Construc-
tive Cooperation or the Ten Cs listed be-
low are based on a reaffirmed
commitment to the Five Principles as the
foundational norms for inter-state rela-
tions:

1. Commitment that existing state lim-
its, either de jure borders or de facto ar-
rangements, will not be disputed by force.

2. Concern for the stability of states and
societies especially in times of domestic
unrest. Each state has the responsibility
to resolve domestic problems by peaceful
means.

3. Concern and respect for the legiti-
mate interests of all states.

4. Commitment to no alliances or mil-
itary arrangements directed against third
states, and no use of the territory of one
state to threaten, interfere with or com-
mit aggression against another state.

5. Concern for the human rights of
smaller or disaffected minorities, which
can be taken up by and with Govern-
ments on a bilateral, non-intrusive basis.

6. Commitment on no-first-use of nu-
clear weapons against all states, as a first
step to universal nuclear disarmament
and a non-nuclear world.

7. Commitment to not supporting mil-
itarism, terrorism, interventionism and
separatism.

8. Commitment to greater transparen-
cy and information sharing in military
and security matters.

9. Commitment to encourage non-ex-
clusive regional cooperative and sharing
arrangements and to collective action to
safeguard the interests and concerns of
developing nations through the reform of
the U.N. and other multilateral institu-
tions.

10. Cooperation in the fight against
drugs, disease, and environmental degra-
dation and for an enhanced relanonshlp
in diverse fields such as trade, invest-
ments, exchanges in science and technol-
ogy and culture.

(Concluded)
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T THE hub of the power disequilibrium

in Asia is an increasingly powerful and

assertive China that successfully keeps

ndia boxed in on the subcontinent and

compels New Delhi to pay obeisance to it. Since

the time China began pouring extraordinary venom

on India after the Shakti tests, a stream of senior

Indian officials — the Foreign and Commerce

Ministers included — have paid their respects in

Beijing, with President K.R. Narayanan now get-

ting ready to go there. But no Chinese Cabinet-

rank official has deigned to come to New Delhi. A

feckless Indian foreign policy is demonstrating that
China is indeed the Middle Kingdom. w vsmd

This fecklessness is best exemplified € way
the Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman periodi-
cally harangues India on various issues, be it prolif-
eration, Tibet, defence expenditure, Kashmir and
relations with Pakistan. In sharp contrast; the MEA
press briefings maintain a studied silence on China-
related matters. China suggested a strategic dia-
logue with India, and the MEA deferentially sent
its team to Beijing for such a dialogue. At the end
of the dialogue, China publicly kicked India in the
teeth, with its spokesperson widely quoted in inter-
national media as demanding that New Delhi roll
back its nuclear-weapons programme.

China needed to reach agreement with major
countries including India to make possible its WTO
entry. It didn’t take much to reach an accord with
India: Murasoli Maran himself went to Beijing to
obsequiously sign the agreement. While the US
and EU negotiated hard with Beijing to wrest
major concessions, New Delhi was content with the
lollipops it was offered, making no effort to reverse
China’s opposition to India’s entry into APEC and
other organisations. On his way back, Mr Maran
stopped in Hong Kong where he mushily remi-
nisced about the footprints of the first Tamil
travellers to China! While China thinks in
geostrategic terms, Indian thinking flows from
syrupy sentiment.

China chides India for raising its defence spend-
ing, but when Beijing increases its already large
military outlays, India stays mum. Beijing regularly
sermonises New Delhi on Tibet, but the MEA
never asks China to stem the flow of Tibetan
refugees to India or to hold negotiations with the
Dalai Lama. China time and again advisés India to
resolve all disputes with Pakistan peacefully, but
New Delhi does not provide similar advice even
when China’s r@amﬁ rulers threaten to use force

L
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against democratic Taiwhn. Nor has India ever
asked Beijing to resolve ghe Spratlys dispute in a
peaceful manner with Mgnila, Hanoi and others.
Beijing, pretending to [be an outside party on
Kashmir, advises India t0 settle that problem with
Pakistan, but India does not remind China that it is a
third party in the dispute, occupying one-fifth of J&K.
China misses no opportunity to throw Security
Council Resolution 1172 at India, but New Delhi is
Joath' to publicly remind Beijing of UN 'Resolution
T#3on Tibet or ask it to abide by its non-proliferation
commitments. To this day, China flouts its NPT legal
obligations on non-transfer of im.%o:m-i_waa tech-
nology. . !
Not only does China
chastise New Delhi, it
congciously employs such
scoldings to discipline
India. Beijing knows
from experience that
putting pressure on a
weak-willed India works.
Even the Vajpayee gov-
ernment has been tamed.
When self-proclaimed
nationalists begin to pro-
pitiate Beijing, the suc-

adversary in India”. Even as the PLA increased its
deployments opposite India, stepped up its forays
into Ladakh during the war, and acted

arail
haigis

e
provocatively near Tawang last autumn, New Delhi
did not utter a word in public. Nor did it react to
President Jiang Zemin’s mocking references about
India in a meeting with a European head of state.
Official Chinese organs still fret about Indian
“regional hegemony”.

New Delhi’s see-no-evil, hear-no-evil, do-no-evil
policy on China has inexorably strengthened
Indian fixation on Pakistan. While Pakistan is the
source of at least 50 per cent of India’s security
problems, the way to deal
with that terrorist-mind-
ed foe is through a quiet
punitive  strategy to
haemorrhage the
Pakistani state, not by
publicly pitting India
against the much-smaller
neighbour. The latter
approach only plays into
the hands of China,
which has built Pakistan
as a counterweight to tie
India south of the

cess of the Chinese strate-
gy becomes self-evident.
The Vajpayee govern-
ment has swung from one
extreme to the other. It
began on a note of brava-

Jaswant Singh, a hardliner on China,
travelled to Beijing last June to pay
his respects, declaring from Chinese
soil that China is no threat to India

Himalayas. Lamentably,
India’s present China pol-
icy does just that. Bill
Clinton’s India trip
passed with plenty of ref-
erences to Pakistan but

do, with George
Fernandes distinguishing himself by becoming the
first Cabinet member since the 1962 humiliation to
spieak up on China and Mr Vajpayee himself stating
the obvious on Beijing in a letter to G-7 heads of
gavernment. The unprecedented torrent of invec-
tive that Beijing unleashed turned the tough-talk-
ing Indian leaders into lambs. The pompous
Jaswant Singh, a hardliner on China, travelled to
Beijing last June to pay his respects, declaring from
Chinese soil that China is no threat to India!
Effectively silenced by the Chinese vitriol, the
Wajpayee government adopted a good-boy
approach towards Beijing although, as China
expert David Shambaugh wrote in International

Security, “the PLA has seemingly found a new

- none to China, although
what makes potential Indo-US strategic coopera-
tion attractive is the China factor.

President Narayanan’s May 28-June 3 China visit
should be seen against this background as well as
the meagre returns India has got from its policy of
rapprochement with Beijing. That policy was
kicked off by Mr Vajpayee as foreign minister,
formalised by Indira Gandhi through border
talks, and moved forward by Rajiv Gandhi. Look
at its results:
mmAfter 19 years of border negotiations, China
refuses to define even the line of control, let alo
make progress on the territorial disputes. It r¢
any effort to define the line of control evewin sec-

tors where there are no differences. T Chinese

ident Narayanan visits Beijing when China has|eff€c ively tamed the Vajpayee Government

0 syrupy sentiment, please

7] ﬁ BRAHMA CHELLANEY

objective is to keep New Delhi under strategic
pressure and pin down large numbers of Indian
troops along the Himalayas so that India enjoys no
significant military superiority against Pakistan.
it was in the period when India was actively seek-
ing rapprochemeni, especially after Rajiv Gandhi’s
1988 visit, that Beijing began transferring missiles
to Pakistan and helped build the Khushab plutoni-
um-production reactor and Fatehjung missile
factory there.

WW\gain, it was in this period when New Delhi was
cooing that China opened another strategic front
against India through Myanmar. .
EChina remains the only country to treat Sikkim
as an independent nation. Its maps also show
Arunachal Pradesh as part of China, and J&K
as disputed but not the China-occupied
Kashmir (CoK).

A process is only a means to an end, not an end in
itself. But India got so carried away by the process
of rapprochement that it forgot that what mattered
were concrete results. China has clearly employed
engagement with India for accelerated contain-
ment. Instead of India’s security improving, “rap-
prochement” has brought it under greater strain,
with China helping Pakistan to equal Indian
nuclear and missile capabilities.

The key lesson for India is that without leverage
it cannot change Chinese behaviour. After having
dissipated its leverage, India has to reclaim it. Just
as China presents three Indian states outside India,
New Delhi will have to show Tibet and Taiwan not

-as part of China but as disputed. But before such a

policy shift becomes possible, India must
echo the international community’s view that
China needs to respect the Tibetans’ cultural and
religious rights and forswear the use of force
against Taiwan. India should also build close infor-
mal ties with Taipei.

During his state visit, Narayanan would do well to
avoid any gratuitous statements on Tibet and
Taiwan to please his Chinese hosts. Nor should he,
as is the Indian presidential norm, discuss any con-
troversial bilateral issue. The Chinese would like to
milk his visit for their ends. They regard
Mr Narayanan “a key friend of China”, as Foreign
Minister Tang Jiaxuan told some Indians, including
§ writer, at a banquet he hosted. A widely
respected President, Mr Narayanan has to his view
his visit in the context of the cold strategic realities,
not the schmaltziness of the 50th anniversary of
diplomatic ties with China.
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SUT'S TRADITIONAL chiefs
1today urged the President to
Sreplace his democratically
1:d Prime Minister and pardon
unmen who have held the
ter hostage for nearly a week.
Sitiveni Rabuka, Chairman of
island's Great Council of
s, said it had recommended
a council of advisers be
inted to run an interim
rment. "It's bad for Fiji, one
o the other," he told a news
rence. "What we have done
ime i to assess which is the
damaging of the bad cases.”
ed Fijian businessman
ge Speight, who led the
ipted -coup in the Pacific
I, was yet to accept the deal,
id. Mr Rabuka, who himself
wo coups in 1987, said the
s proposed that President
Sir Kamisese Mara head the
cil of advisers, which could
de those involved in the coup
He said the chiefs also urged
1 "to pardon all those who
part in the action against
ament and the kidnapping of
jovernment".
¢ chiefs, who ended a three-
meeting today, called for the
ediate release of all hostages
in the Parliament building
the surrender of all firearms to
yolice.
" Rabuka said he had hoped
hostages would have been
ised earlier this afternoon,
re sundown",
5 I pointed out to the Great
ncil of Chiefs, it is better for
1to bk released in daylight," he
“There would be a lot of con-

eplace Mahendra
haudhry, Fiji
iefs urge Mara

fusion at night and accidents can
happen."

Mr Speight led the gunmen into
Parliament on Friday, taking eth-
nic Indian Prime Minister
Mahendra Chaudhry and several
MPs hostage and claiming power
in the name of indigenous Fijians.
The chiefs, who represent indige-
nous Fijians, reprimanded Mr
Speight and asked him to submit to
Mara's rule, but he refused,
prompting them to come up with
today's plan.

New Zealand Foreign Minister
Phil Goff earlier called the propos-
al "worrying', warning it could
spark Fiji's removal from the 54-
nation Commonwealth group of
mostly ex-British colonies.

"That would be utterly unaccept-
able to New Zealand and most
other democratic countries,” Mr
Goff told Parliament. Independent
website www.fijilive.com reported
that the chiefs had sent a delega-
tion to Fiji's sprawling thatch-
roofed Parliament complex to talk
to Mr Speight,

"Mara is expected to appoint an
interim Prime Minister tomorrow,
following the release of the
hostages at Parliament and the res-
ignation of Prime Minister
Chaudhry,” it said.

The website, run by local journal-
ists, said it was unclear if Mr
Speight would accept the decision
and that much depended on who
was proposed as the new Prime
Minister. The resignation of
Chaudhry would be sought on his
release, it added. Mr Mara is
understood to have briefed the UN
and Commonwealth envoys on the
chiefs' decision, the website said.

. (Reuters)
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A security officer waves people away frt
hijack on a flight from Davao City to Ma

Armed hijacker

passengers, jun

Manila, May 25

AN ARMED man with marital
problems on Thursday hijacked a
Philippine Airlines (PAL) Airbus
carrying 291 people but bailed out
when his demand to have the plane
diverted was rejected, officials and
the airline said.

The aircraft was on its way from
Davao city to Manila. The hijacker
demanded the plane fly back to
Davao. When told 'the plane did
not have enough fuel, he asked for
money. The crew coliected money
from the passengers and gave him
three bundles of cash. The hijacker
then jumped out of the aircraft
wearing a parachute. .

The whereabouts of the hijacker,
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/Sigo-lndian ties

satisfactory,) o
says Narayanan
Beijing, May 26 va ‘Qr

PRESIDENT K R Narayanan has
said that New o

Delhi is satis-
fied with the
current state of
Sino-Indian
relations with
peace and fran-
quillity prevail-
ing along the A

disputed border. "I &
et
t

“Current relationship ‘,}en
India and China is satisfactory,”
Narayanan told Delhi-bgsed
Chinese journalists in an interview,
ahead of his six-day State visit to
China from Sunday.

“There is peace on the border;
we have signed agreements with
China — peace and tranquillity
agreement on border and agree-
ment on confidence-building mea-
sures,” he was quoted by Xinhua
news agency.

“We have also been engaged in-
talks with China at various levels,”
he said. (PTI)
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arayanan looks forward

§
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By C. Raja Mohan

BELING, MAY 28\ Hoping to impart a sense of trust and
confidence to §ino-Indian relations, the President,
Mr. K. R. Narayknan, will begin an intensive round
of consultations Vith the Chinese leaders tomorrow.
~ Mr. Narayanan, who arrived here this evening to a
brief reception at Beijing airport, would be formaily
welcomed by the Chinese President, Mr. Jiang Ze-
min, in the Great Hall of the People at the historic
Tiananmen Square tomorrow.
The talks with Mr. Jiang are expected to be the
. highlight of Mr. Narayanan’'s interaction with the
Chinese political leadership in the next few days in
. Beijing. Mr. Jiang, who has emerged as the most
powerful Chinese leader since the days of Deng
Xiaoping and Mao Zedong, concurrently holds all
the top positions in the Chinese political hierarchy.
He is the President of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na, general secretary of the Chinese Communist Par-
“ty (CCP) and chairmien of the Central Military
Commission.

Mr. Narayanan met Vr. Jiang twice before, in 1994
when he travelled to Beijing and when the Chinese
President visited India in late 1996. On both occa-
sions Mr. Narayanan was the Vice- President.

Highly-placed sources in the Indian delegation
say the two leaders have a good personal rapport,
and Mr. Narayanan is said to be looking forward to
his engagement with Mr. Jiang. The two leaders are
scheduled to meet for nearly two hours in the morn-
ing, initially with just a few aides and later with full
delegations.

Senior officials travelling with the President are
unwilling to speculate on how the conversation be-
tween the two leaders will unfold. But they do expect
all major bilateral, regional and international issues
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to talks with Jiang "

to come up for discussion. The emphasis will be on
finding common ground on as many issues as pos-
sible.

India and China find themselves in similar cir-
cumstances on a number of global issues, and their
common perspective is likely to be underscored by
the two leaders. The question of building a more
pluralistic and multi-polar world is also likely to
come up.

Mr. Narayanan and Mr. Jiang are unlikely to brush
aside uncomfortable subjects. There are any num-
ber of them, including China’s support to Pakistan’s
nuclear and missile programmes. The conversation
is likely to be honest and could help lift the veil of
distrust that has fallen over Sino-Indian relations in
recent years.

Mr. Narayanan’s talks with Mr. Jiang in the fore-
noon will be followed by a banquet in the evening by
the Chinese President. The talks between the two
leaders would hopefully bury the hatchet of Pok-
hran-1l and help the two nations-look to a more
cooperative future.

The Indian decision to name China as one of the
reasons for its nuclear tests in May 1998 was secn by
Mr. Jiang as a personal snub. In an interview to a
Western news agency after the Indian tests, a be-
wildered Mr. Jiang said he had a very successful visit
to India in 1996, and wondered why New Delhi
had cited China as a threat.

Since the bitterness of Pokhran-1I and harsh Chi-
nese reaction to it, New Delhi and Beijing have
limped back to more civil exchanges. The visit of the
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, in June
1999 had restored a sense of normalcy to bilateral
ties. And Mr. Narayanan's visit could mark the re-
turn of some warmth to the Sino-Indian ties.

"hsrqm,"
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BEIJING, May 29. — India
and China today favoured a
“fair and reascnable” settle-
ment of the boundary dispute
and decided to set up an emi-

nent persons grou improve
bilateral ties. i Y RYRY

President. KR Narayanan,
here on a week-long state visit,
met his Chinese counterpart,
Mr Jiang Zemin, to discuss-
India’s policy towards Pak-
istan and other bilateral,
regional and international
issues of common concern.

The two leaders skirted the
nuclear and Taiwan issues.
That ‘China did not harp on
India’s 1998 nuclear tests
showed there was greater
acceptance and understanding,
Mr Lalit Mansingh, foreign
secretary, told reporters.

The Chinese President raised
g»e “political activities” of the

alai Lama and the 17th
Karmapa. Mr Narayanan told
him they wouldn’t be allowed
political activities. The Kar-
mapa had been merely allowed
to stay in India; it was up to
him to decide his future.

Mr Jiang expressed.fears that
the “Dalai clique” and anti-
China forces might exploit the
situation. But he praised New
Delhi for “prudent and proper
handling” of the Karmapa
issue.

Without naming Pakistan, Mr
Jiang told Mr Narayanan that
China was opposed to all kinds
of terrorism. Mr Narayanan

told him there is no change in
India’s Tibet policy. /
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BEUING] MAY 29. You can run, but
cannot| hide. As President, Mr.
K.R. Nayayanan, confers with the
Chinesd\ leadership here, there is
no way dof shaking off the shadow
of the Uniited States.

Predictably, the question of
building a multipolar worid, or
finding an alternative to the cur-
rent American dominance of in-
ternational affairs, was at the
front and centre of the talks be-
tween Mr. Narayanan and the
top gun of Chinese establish-
ment, Mr. Jiang Zemin.

India and China want a more
pluralistic international order; at
the same time they also recog-
nise the importance of engaging
the U.S. the sole superpower.
Both are greatly concerned about
the others relations with Wash-
ington. In the last few decades,
India was very troubled by the
convergence of American and
Chinese geopolitical interests in
Asia. Now it is China’s turn to
worry about Indo-U.S. relations,
particularly after the visit of the
U.S President, Mr. Bill Clinton, to
India last March.

While the Chinese Govern-
ment has not come up with any
public negative assessment of In-
do-U.S. relations, academics and
policy wonks from the think
tanks here make no secret of Chi-
na’s concern that the U.S. may
draw India into its future ring of
containment against Beijing.

But it was only two years since
India strongly protested against
the proclamation of a Sino-U.S.
strategic partnership when Mr.
Clinton visited Beijing in June
1998.

The Indian Government burst
out in a great rage, when U.S.
and China issued a statement
criticising Indian nuclear tests
during the Clinton-Jiang sum-
mit.

Much water has flowed under
the bridge since then. Just & year
after the Clinton visit, the U.S.
bombed the Chinese mission in
Belgrade during the Kosovo war.

o S S

S. shadow over Sino- Indlan talks

The President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, along with delegates during the talks
with China in Beijing on Monday. PTI

And Chinese students began to
stone the American mission here
last May. And the Sino- U.S. stra-
tegic partnership lay in a sham-
bles.

Which side is the U.S. on now?
It is on neither side. It is impor-
tant to remember that Indo-U.S.
relations are improving after a
very long time and from an ex-
tremely low base. Sino-U.S. ties

CHINA DIARY

have entered an uncertain phase,
but are founded on a very strong
commercial relationship. Indo-
U.S. relationis are a long way
from acquiring the density and
depth of Sino-U.S.

ties.

Instead of worrying about the
prospects of the other sides alli-
ance with Washington, it may be
sensible for New Delhi and Beij-
ing to begin to reduce bilateral
tensions, address outstanding
disputes, and find more common
ground.

* %k %

That precisely is what most
major powers and regional ac-

FYHE 4.8

tors are doing to build partner-
ships with whoever they can in
order to increase their individual
leverages with Washington. As a
consequence, there is a prolifer-
ation of strategic and other part-
nerships.

it is not just India that is now
on a spree of announcing natural
partnerships with other nations.
China, too, is down the same
road. And it is running out of dif-
ferent names for these special re-
lationships.

With the U.S. China had an-
nounced a constructive strategic
partnership; with Russia a strate-
gic cooperative partnership; with
European Union, a long-term
strategic and constructive part-
nership; with the ASEAN, a part-
nership of good neighbourliness.

The latest variation on the
theme came up in today’s talks
between the President, Mr. K.R.
Narayanan and Mr. Jiang.

The Chinese leaders recipe for
Sino-Indian relations is a con-
structive partnership for cooper-
ation in 21st century. Whatever
the slogan might be, it is the sen-
timent that matters. On that the

two leaders had it right by sug-
gesting they are not political ri-
vals.

k X K

At the banquet that Mr. Jiang
had this evening for Mr. Naraya-
nan, the two leaders were in an
intense conversation.

The high table was unusually
laid out, with the two leaders and
a few dignitaries sitting on one
side of the long table. Seated
across were a couple of interpret-
ers.

Mr. Jiang can speak a smatter-
ing of English and that lets him
have small talks with guests. At a
press conference in Washington
a few years ago, he even began to
answer a question in English.

An electrical engineer by pro-
fession, Mr. Jiang is believed to
have told Mr. Narayanan that he
really drifted into politics rather
late in his life.

But he has done rather well in
consolidating his power and pre-
siding over a prosperous phase
in China’s recent history. Mr. Na-
rayanan congratulated him for
engineering social and economic
change in China.
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BEUJING: China on Monday put
on backburner the contentious nu-
clear issue, which was a serious im-
pediment to bilateral relations with
New Delhi for the last two years,
but raised its concern over the pres-
ence of the Karmapa, who along
with the Dalai Lama in India could
trigger anti-Chinese activities in the
region.

The anti-Chinese forces would
exploit their presence on Indian
soil to carry out a campaign against
Beijing, Chinese President Jiang
Zemin told the visiting Indian Pres-
ident, K.R. Narayanan, during the
delegation-level talks here on Mon-
day.

Mr Zemin said China considered
the Dalai Lama as a person heading
a clique, a political leader, and not a
mere religious head. He, however,
expressed his government’s appre-
ciation over the prudent manner in
which India had handled the arrival
of the Karmapa, when he fled
Lhasa earlier this year.

Responding to Chinese concerns
over the Dalai Lama issue, Mr
Narayanan reiterated India’s stand
that 1t considered Tibet as an au-
tonomous region of China and that
neither the Dalai Lama nor the the
Karmapa would be permitted to in-
dulge 0 any putitical activity defri-
mental to Chinese interests.

The nuclear issue, the bone of

ack

nuclegs.
urner

contention between the two coun-
ries since Prime Minister Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee wrote to U.S. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton citing Chinese nu-
clear power in the neighbourhood
as the reason for India’s conducting
the tests, however, did not figure
during Monday’s meeting of the
heads of both the countries. This is
in tupe with the latest Chinese
thinking to delink the nuclear issue
from bilateral relations, despite dif-
ferences in perception,

India and China agreed in princi-
ple to set up an eminent persons’
group to supplement governmental
efforts to enhance bilateral rela-
tions, with Mr Narayanan mooting
the proposal and Mr Zemin giving
his nod. Details would be worked
out later.

Proposing the setting up of the
group, Mr Narayanan cited similar
groups India had set up with vari-
ous countries including France and
Germany.

Describing the 40-year-old
boundary dispute between the two
countries as a legacy of history, Mr
Zemin gave three slogans for re-
solving it—mutual accommoda-
tion, mutual understanding and
mutual settlement. Once these pa-
rameters were accepted by both the
countries, a Tair and a reagsonable
settlement was possible to end ihe
dispute. (Agencies)
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Pre51de\0nt in Panchsee, ' pltch

FROM SANKARSHAN

Beijing, May 30: President K.R.
Narayanan drove to the sylvan
Peking University campus today
torenew the call for stronger Sino-
Indian bonding to fight off what he
called efforts to impose a “uni-
form monolithic system” the
world over.

“Thold that in the new century,
cooperation between India and
China is a historical necessity...
theories of globalisation extin-
guishing nano al sovereignties
are unsustamab e and destructive
of a demogratic world order... the
appropriate code. of conduct for a
globahsed Werd ‘would be the
Five Prmc1ples of Peaceful Coex-
istencejointly offered to the world
by Chif\d apd In 51 and not over-
lordship by any.ope nation or gro-
up of nati6ag”Narayanan told a
hall packed with faculty members
and students of the university.

The end of the Cold War and
economic liberalisation, the Pres-
ident said, offered both Asian
neighbours an opportunity to
“regulate their relations in the
tradition of their age-old friend-
ship and brotherhood” and plead-
ed that: the opportunity be
grabbed. “Atthis new stage there
is much that India and China can
exchange with each other, learn
from and cooperate on with each
other. Along with other countries
of the region developing fast, that
cooperation would usher in the
true Asian Century that Deng Xi-
aoping had visualised and that
our leaders dreamt of in the
1950s,” the President held.

It was perhaps indicative of
the direction Narayanan visualis-
es Sino-Indian relations is taking
that his 45-minute speech dwelt at
length on the rich past of cultural
and political relations between
the two countries and referred to
irritants only briefly, though
bluntly. “It is perhaps inevitable
that there would be differences be-
tween neighbours. Between India
and China, too, there are differ-

NN

President KR Narayanan unveiling the Rabindranath Tagore bust at Peking University. (AP/PTI)

ences, but that does not mean
these differences cannot be re-
solved,” he said, adding that apart
from the history of good relations,
the “compulsions of the present
and the vision of the future drive
us towards cooperation”.

Just before he addressed the
Peking University students,
Narayanan paid tribute to one of
the most vibrant symbols of Sino-
Indian cultural friendship: Ra-
bindranath Tagore, who came to
this campus to interact with Chi-
nese scholars and students in 1924
and who remains, to the Chinese,
the greatest overseas man of let-
ters, a cultural icon almost. Un-
veiling a bust of Tagore in the
foyer of Peking University’s
spanking Library Building, the
President expressed the hope that
Tagore’s vision of a “mutual con-

tact of hearts and minds” between
China and India would become a
reality. “Tagore laid the seeds of a
new understanding and friend-
ship between our two countries in
the modern age... Let me wish that
the memories of the life of this
great poet and his writings will in-
spire the two countries”.

Narayanan recalled that both
India and China had waged sus-
tained struggles to break free of
colonial clutches and were not
only inspired by each other dur-
ing their independence move-
ments, but also came to each oth-
er’s aid whenever the opportunity
arose.

He, in fact, went on to empha-
sise that India nad otond by China
despite the Cold War “distorting
the outlook of nations and peoples
everywhere, sowing distrust and

suspicion in their minds”. In this
context, he referred to India’s in-
stant recognition of the Peoples’
Republic of China and her “‘princi-
pled one-China polity without any
sort of reservation or equivoca-
tion”.

President Narayanan's
stress on India’s consistent
support to China is perhaps an ar-
ticulation of the deeply-felt sense
on the Indian side that China has
not reciprocated in good measure
India’s gestures through the
years.

Delhi would particularly like
China to support its case for a per-
manent seat in the UN Security
Council and — although that re-
mains a hope more than tinged
with scepticism — a greater bal-
ance in China’s relations with
Pakistan and India.
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“India, China hold border talks

GANGTOK, APRIL 1. Indian and Chi-
nese Army authorities held a
commermorative border meeting
in East Sikkim’s Natu La Pass to-
day on the occasion of the 50th
anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic ties between the

two countries. Y (@ }(

The meeting was represented
by a 10-member delegation each
from Yatung Garrison of China’s
People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
and the Natu La Brigade of the
Indian Army.

Welcoming the Chinese delega-
tion at the snow-covered Pass, lo-
cated at a height of 14,200 ft., Brig
LN. Rai, who led the Indian dele-
gation, said ‘“relations between
the two countries in the last 50
years have grown from strength to
strength,” a defence release said
here.

Both had lived as “good neigh-

' bours” on the path of peace

shown by Jawaharial Nehru and
Zhou En Lai adhering to ‘Panch-
sheel’. He said under the leader-
ship of the late Prime Minister,
Rajiv Gandhi, and the Chinese

President, Mr. Jiang Zemin, rela-
tions had improved considerably.

Sources at the 17 Mountain Di-
vision here said, the meet was
“different” from the “routine”
conference held every May and
September. “There was no agen-
da in today’s programme. It was
for cultural exchange,” they add-
ed.

The meeting lasted \an hour. A
cultural programnie Was orga-
nised for the entertajnment of the
visiting Chinese military delega-
tion.

Cover released

In Beijing, the two countries to-
day jointly released a first-day
cover to mark the anniversary of
diplomatic relations and ex-
pressed their desire to forge
friendly bilateral ties in the new
millennium.

The first-day cover, depicting
the national flags of the two coun-
tries, and the recently-released
postage stamps became an in-
stant hit with Chinese stamp col-
lectors.

Addressing the gathering, the
Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister,
Mr. Yang Wenchang, recalled that
India was one of the first coun-
tries to establish diplomatic rela-
tions with the Peoples Republic
and that China valued its relation-
ship with India.

He said the coming State visit of
the President, Mr. K.R. Naraya-
nan, to China would provide an
opportunity to boost friendly re-
lations, which he said was crucial
to maintaining regional and glob-
al stability.

The Chinese Foreign Minister,
Mr. Tang Jiaxuan, told PTI that
despite odds, Beijing and New
Delhi had maintained good
neighbourly ties and friendly ex-
changes had been going on unin-
terrupted between the people of
the two countries.

The Indian Embassy in Beijing
brought out a special supplement
highlighting the message sent by
Mr. KR. Narayanan and the
Prime Minister, Mr. AB. Vaj-
payee. — PTI
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Sino-Indian Army
meet at Nathu La

!

Gangtok, April 1 ,{/\/q r)
LSS

INDIAN AND Chinese Army offi-
cers met in east Sikkim’s Nathu La
today to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic ties between the two
countries.

A 10-member delegation, each
from the Yatung garrison of
People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
and the Nathu La Brigade of the
Indian  Army
represented the
two countries.

Brigadier I N
Rai, leader of the Indian delega-
tion, welcomed the Chinese group
on the snow-covered pass, 14,200 ft
above sea level. According to a
defence release, he said relations
between the two countries in the
last 50 years have grown from
“strength to strength”.

Both countries have lived as
“good neighbours” on the path of
peace as enshrined in the
Panchsheel by India’s first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and the
then Chinese Premier Zhou En
Lai.

50th Anniversa

er the leadership of late
Prymd, Minister Rajiv Gandhi and
Chjnese President Jiang Zemin,
the\relations have improved fur-
Brig. Rai said.

Sources at the 17th Mountain
Divistpn here said the meet was
“diffexent” from the “routine”
conference held every May and
September. “There was no agenda
in today’s programme. It was just
cultural exchange.” The hour-long
meeting wound up
with a cultural pro-
gramme organised
for the visiting
Chinese delegation.

Meeting with BJP: A delegation of
the Communist Party of China has
told the BIJP in New Delhi that
relations with India have nothing
to do with its relations with
Pakistan. It called on BJP presi-
dent Kushabhau Thakre yesterday.
BJP vice-president Jana Krishna-
murty told reporters today they
had reservations regarding China’s
extensive military cooperation with
Pakistan, particularly in the
nuclear and missile areas.

(PTI)
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"Sino-Incha borde
reets held regular

.
THE INDIAN Army today
informed that border personnel
meetings (BPMs) were being held
regularly along the India-China
border at Spanggur in Eastern
Ladakh, Natu La in Sikkim and
Burn La in Arunachal Pradesh to
discuss "issues of local nature."
‘According to the - Army
spokesman, as part of celebrations
to.commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of the establishment of diplo-
atic relations between India.and
Thina, special BPMs were held
between April 1 and April 3. While
India hosted special BPMs at
Spnaggur and Natu La, the
Chinese played the hosts at Burn

La. As the special odcaion did not
involve any formal Wistussions, ‘a
cultural programme Was organised

by the Indian side at apnggur and
Natu La with Indian troops dis-
playing country's varied cultural

heritage.
Reciprocating with similar bon-
homie and enthusiasm, the

Chinese did a song and dance
sequence on popular Hindi-pop
song -- Made in India by Alisha
Chinoy. The delegation leaders of
India and China reiterated their
resolve to maintain peace along
the borders through interacting at

various levels.
HTC, Now o}w/
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“China is trying
to encircle India’

WASHINGTON: House of Repre-
sentatives’ International Relations
Committee chairman Benjamin
Gilman has warned against China’s
attempts to encircle India by
amassing troops on the country’s
border in Tibet and arming Pak-
istan, Myanamar and Sri Lanka.

In a prepared statement at the
hearing of his committee on Thurs-
day, the Republican Congressman
said China’s increased military
presence on India’s northern bor-
der was part of the policy of the en-
circlement of its democratic neigh-
bour. “Now that Beijing shares a
long border with India,” he pointed
out, “it attempts to keep India off
balance by transferring nuclear
weapons to Pakistan.”

“While Pakistan causes prob-
lems on India’s western border,
China has been currying favour
with the Burmese military govern-
ment on India’s eastern border by
selling them nearly $2 billion
(worth) of arms,” he said,

At the southern tip of India, he
added, “China overwhelmingly re-
mains Sri Lanka’s pain supplier of

arms.” \\,\ %
Quoting author Eric golis
recently published book, War at th
Top of the World, Mr Gilman said
India’s chief worry was “the steady
increase of Chinese military power
on the Tibetan plateau, which con-
fronts India with the spectre of si-

multaneously facing serious strate-

gic threats on its western, northern
and eastern borders.”

Of all Chin=’s military emplgce-
ments on the Tibetan plategdf, Mr
Gilman said, “The most arming

tions.” wwy
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Indl

BEAJING: India and China agreed
tof revive bilateral cultural ex-
changes and cooperation, which
mained dormant in the wake of
he Pokharan-ii nuclear tests.

This was decided at a meeting
etween senior officials of the two
ides here during the two day de-
iberations, official sources said.

At the end of consultations, In-
ia and China signed a triennial
ultural agreement and chalked
ut plans to jointly celebrate the
Oth anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations
through enhanced cultural ex-
changes.

Under the executive pro-
gramme for cultural exchanges for
the years 2000-2002 signed on
Tuesday, the two sides have
. decided to intensify exchange of

visits and cooperation, the sources
said.

This document is expected to
create conditions for an increase
in exchanges between India and
China in the field of culture, edu-
cation, mass media, social sci-
ences, youth affairs and sports,
secretary, department of culture,
Dr R.V. Vaidyanatha Ayyar said.

Earlier, Mr Ayyar and his Chi-
nese counterpart, vice minister of
culture, Ai Qingchun held talks
and signed the executive pro-
gramme for cultural exchanges. -

During their talks, the two sides
discussed cultural cooperation

} since the signing of the cultural

agreement in 1988.

The two sides reviewed the im-
plementation of triennial execu-
tive programmes under this cul-
tural agreement and discussed

|
|
|

m\é\ggree
to resitme cultural A%s

e
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sources said.

They said that bilateral culturﬂ
cooperatlon and exchanges were
few in the recent past, especially
after the near freeze in Sino-Indi-
an relations in the aftermath of In-
dia’s nuclear tests in may 1998.

During their talks, Mr Ayys
and Mr Ai also dlscussed rec1prm
cal exchanges of cultural troops g
mark the 50th anniversary of the
establishment of bilateral relatiosl
between China and India whick
was celebrated on Aprilone.

The Indian delegation includeg
the director general of the Indiag
council for cultural relations, Hi-
machal Som, the assistant director
general of the Archaeological Sug-
vey of India, S.B. Mathur and the
Sahitya Akademi secretary K
Satchidananadan.

Meanwhile, leading Chmese,
scholars have stressed the need
for increased cooperation be-
tween India and China in the cul-
tural field to enhance people- tq-
people relations.

Cultural exchanges could pro-
mote the development of litera-,
ture, art, philosophy and religion:
of both sides and contribute to the
prosperity of science and technol-
ogy of the two parties concerned,:
according to prof Ji Xianlin of the:
Peking university. “If we want to;
give an example of how cultural
interflow has benefited both sides’
in the entire history of the world,,
we can find none bertcr than that'

between China India,” Mr .11
said. (Agsms)

k)

por e OF INDIA

.i

IR

Brp TUB



INN — ‘swaqord
[PUIBIUL S1 WOl UONUS|E }i9a
-Ip 01 9nsst uemre ] oy dn Suiherd
pue wsieuoneu 3uim jysi Suifes
-nooud yim Juiltag paieyo ayy

swisjqoad onwou
-003 212AdS BUIRY SEM puR ajqess
133uo] ou sem Anunos ayp 1By}
poutiepd gV 10wi0) v ‘ypuog
Jold Ajeusarur punoid  Ayeys
Uo sem euny) 1eyr unels -, sieak
suwos oYy ur Aumnoos ppom
1oy wepqod yofew,, e se euyn
Paqudsap (NINY) Anstealu) niyaN
fepipyemef oy jo wypuog Ty
.m% adym ‘BISY YINOS 01 1ISIA

S UOlUI[D) 1UIPISAI40 JUBUWISSAS
-Se pue sisfjeuy 4o 1eulwss oY)
e sooyaul at Buowre sem ‘Juay
“ulf nry sy ‘Assequuy esauwyy |
Yl Je Ioflasunoy) [eonijod oyyp
“1RaA sy
dutlieg o1 s s, yduig uemse(
HA IRISIUIA uBiog oy seye
«Panordun yonw,, pey sen ueip
-uj-ouls ey pappe pue waqold
Aanoas Jofewr v sem Anunon
Py Jeyl  suocnedepe  peungel
yewopdlp asouiy) Iomas v EIET
JeuflLs v Je isfpued v jo sytew
-1 BUIYD)-IIUR,, Ulellod 0} uon
-dooxa 3upie . "bT UHGY ‘M13Q MIN |

> fonus Ag paIauno9 4,

ot Sylewsl euyn-nuy <<




/fhina thanks India

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, APRIL 27. China has
thanked India for its support in
defeating an American- spon-
sored resolution criticising the
Chinese record on humap rights
in Geneva recently. (a &1)

In a letter to the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, his
Chinese counterpart, Mr.Tang
Jiaxuan, has expressed Beijing’s
appreciation of the valuable Indi-
an gesture at the United Nations
Human Rights Commission.

Beating back the U.S. resolu-
tion on human rights became a
major political objective of China
at a time when Sino- U.S. rela-
tions are passing through a diffi-
cult phase.

Mr. Tang's letter adds to the
improving political atmosphere
between the two countries, on the
eve of the 12th meeting of the Si-
no-Indian Joint Working Group
on the boundary question which
opens here tomorrow. A series of
bilateral exchanges since Mr. Jas-
want Singh travelled to China last

’

June have begun to put the bilat-
eral relations back on track.

Sino-Indian relations went
through a tail spin after India had
conducted the nuclear tests in
May 1998. WP 1 L’t

The Chinese delegation t¢ the
JWG is being led by the Vice:For-
eign Minister, Mr. Yang Wen-
chang, and the Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Lalit Mansingh, heads the In-
dian team.

Senior Government officials say
that the new positive atmosphere
in bilateral relations “makes for
easier discussion of the outstand-
ing issues”. But it remains to be
seen whether the mood of opti-
mism will translate into any
movement in the resolution of the
many bilateral problems.

Over the years, the JWG has be-

come.a forum for reviewing the

overall relationship and the de-
velopments in the region and be-
yond. The two sides will also
discuss the President, Mr. K. R.
Narayanan’s trip to China next
month.
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- India sore over
. advice to U.S.

0-\> 4
ByK.K.Kt);al

NEW DELHI, MARCH 1\India has
conveyed to China jts
disappointment ovey Beijing’s
advice to the U.S,, oh the eve
of the President, Mr.\Bill
Clinton’s visit here, t¢ be firm
with New Delhi on nuelear
non-proliferation issues,

China, according to
information available to
India, had made this point
during the U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State, Mr. Strobe
Talbott’s trip to Beijing last
month. Mr. Talbott was
reminded of the U.S.
obligations under the various
non- proliferation regimes as
also the strategy worked out,
along with other powers, in
the wake of India’s nuclear
tests.

New Delhi’s unhappiness,
as made known to the
Chinese side, was based on
various factors. One, China’s
‘get-tough’ exhortation to the
U.S. was not in tune with the
understanding shown by
India as regards Beijing’s
problems with' Washington on
human rights and the World
Trade Organisation. Two,
such a step did not fit in with
the spirit of amity in India-
China relations. Three, it was
somewhat unusual for a third
power to interfere in the
bilateral dealings of others.
Four, the advice on the
nuclear non-proliferation
issues coincided with Beijing’s
plea to the U.S. to include
Pakistan in Mr. Clinton's
South Asia itinerary.

India was aware of China’s
tough stand on issues arising
from India’s nuclear tests.
Beijing, it was known here,

did not treat the dialogue of
the External Affairs Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, with Mr.
Talbott as a model for its
interaction with India on
security matters. The chill
that had set in Sino- Indian
relations after Pokhran-II was
a thing of the past now, as
was evident from contacts at
various levels, notably Mr.
Jaswant Sigh’s visit to Beijing
and the activation of the Joint
Working Group.

In pursuance of the
decision taken during Mr.
Singh’s discussions, the
officials of the two sides have
scheduled a two- day meeting
in Beijing from March 6 —
the first exercise of this type
in the aftermath of the
nuclear tests. Each of the two
sides could be counted upon
to spell out its concerns and
explain its position on
security matters.

China’s “advice” to the U.S.
came in the wake of
indications that though Mr.
Clinton would be talking
about non- proliferation and
India-Pakistan problems, this
would be in the nature of
“sub-text and not of banner
headlines”. New Delhi’s stand
on Mr. Clinton’s trip was
outlined in the President’s
address to the two Houses of
Parliament last week thus:
“We expect that President
Clinton’s visit to India next
month will pave the way for a
broad-based and multi-
dimensional expansion of our
bilateral relations.” This was
preceded by a reference to
India’s engagement with the
U.S “in a serious dialogue on
security, non-proliferation
and disarmament issues

Chinese

predicated on India
maintaining a credible
minimum nuclear deterrent”
as also to the “significant
outcome of this dialogue —
the decision to set up a Joint
Working Group to deal with
cross-border terrorism which
is a menace to the whole
world”.

From the manner New
Delhi had projected Mr.
Clinton’s plan for the India
visit, Beijing perhaps feared a
dilution of the U.S. emphasis
on non-proliferation matters.

As maintained by officials
here, on the strength of
briefings from the American
side, the visit was intended to
cement new relationship in
the post-Cold War era on the
basis of common ground not
about differences. The
American side, it is pointed
out, had told New Delhi that
this “visit was about India
wherever else Mr. Clinton
may go” and the thrust would
be on the vision for the
future.

This did not mean that
issues like non-proliferation
and the situation in South
Asia would be shut out of
discussions, but it did mean
that the two sides would
mainly focus on the
development of bilateral ties,
especially in the economic
field, energy, information
technology and environment.
India, it is reaffirmed, regards
the decision on the visit to
Pakistan as Washington’s
sovereign right but if he goes
there, “there will be public
reaction in India and the
message in regard to the U.S.

commitment to democrac
would be diluted.” /
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Nuclear policy
o to dominate
alks between
India, China

C}N L"lr)

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 2. — The first ever meeting of India and
China, setting into motion the security dialogue, will see some '
tough talking on both sides, coming as it does in the wake of
China expressing concerns about India’s nuclear proliferation. |
recently.

While India is also expected to make clear its concerns regarding

the support extended by China to Pakistan’s missile programme,
it will also attempt to allay Chinese concerns by stressing on the
commonalities in the nuclear doctrine of the two countries, name-
ly the no-first-use policy.
i China and India, sources point out, are the only two countries to
! have a no- first use policy, a principle that Pakistan has not
; adopted on the grounds that it would provide India with the
advantage in conventional warfare.

The meeting, to be held at the level of joint secretary of the
Ministry of External Affairs, will take place in Beijing on 6 and 7
March, implementing the decision on holding a security dialogue
that was taken during the visit of the External Affairs Minister,
Mr Jaswant Singh, to China in June last year.

China had recently taken up the issue of India’s nuclear prolifer-
ation with the USA, reminding it of the obligations of the P 5,
under the UN Security Council resolution 1172, shortly after the
i nuclear tests.
| The USA, which for some time has pared down its wish list of
demands vis-a-vis India’s nuclear proliferation, was told to pursue
the concerns articulated by the P 5 during the visit of the US
President to India.

India’s stand, vis-a-vis the face-off between the USA and China
over the Taiwan issue, may play a key role in determining the
outcome of the dialogue.

While India is keen to project the initiation of the security dia-
logue as an added facet of the improved relations between the two
countries, a section of opinion believes the two countries are mov-
ing towards rivalry and a deterioration in relations.

Prof Thomas W Robinson, president of the American Asian
| Research Enterprise in McLean Virginia, predicts a race between
! the two countries and deteriorating relations.

In India on the last leg of his Asian tour, Prof Robinson says
that while China does not want to enter into an actual scrape
with India, the rivalry was likely to increase with the emergence
of India in global politics.

The USA, he said, was also attempting to improve its relation-
ship with countries neighbouring China since it viewed China as
its rival in security matters.
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_~Sinb-Indian _
-\ talks on
security today

BEWING, MARCH 5. The first-ever In-
dia-China security dialogue here
tomorrow will provide both sides
an opportunity to understand
each other better and strengthen
bilateral relations further, official
sources said.

The talks were intended to dis-
cuss threadbare each others’ con-
cern in a frank manner, they said.

“We are approaching the dia-
logue in a focused manner,” an
Indian official said and hoped the
Chinese side would be willing to
discuss the nitty-gritty and ad-
dress New Delhi’s concerns, espe-
cially the Sino-Pakistani relations,
which impingegd on India’s secu-
rity. % f

Official sourte$ aid hM
talks was importaht, consideririg
the stress in India-Lhina relations
after the May 1998 Pokhran nu-
clear tests. They said the two sides
were expected to teview the in-
ternational and regional security
situation. The nuclear issue was
also expected to figure promi-
nently.

While China is unlikely to s
en its stand on the South Asian
nuclear issue, it may be willing to
listen to India’s nuclear policy,
sources said.

The dialogue is also significant
as it comes two weeks before the
U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton’s
maiden visit to Indja, an event
by Beijing. —
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Sino-Indian
talks will build
utual trust

By Anil K. Joseph

BEIJING: The first-ever security
dialogue between India, China here
on Monday will provide both sides
an opportunity to understand each
other better and further strengthen
bilateral relations, offé‘c)ial sources

said, (w

The bilateral security talks'a
tended to discuss threadbare their
mutual concern in a frank manker,
they said. *“We are approaching the
dialogue in a focused manner,”
Indian official said here.

He hoped that the Chinese sid
would be willing to discuss the nit-
ty- gritty of bilateral ties and ad-
dress New Delhi’s concerns, espe-
cially the Sino-Pakistani relations,
which impinged on India’s security.

Official sources said holdin%
the discourse itself was impor#nt,
considering the stress India-China
relations underwent in the wake of
May 1998 Pokhran nuclear tests.
They said the two sides are expect-
ed to review the international and
regional security situation. The nu-
clear issue is also expected to figure
prominently.

While China is unlikely to soften
their stand on the South Asian nu-
clear issue, they may be willing to
listen to India’s nuclear policy,
sources said. The dialogue also as-
sumes significance as it is taking
place just two weeks before US
President Bill Clinton’s maiden vis-
it to India, an event carefully moni-
tored by Beijing.

Meanwhile, top Chinese analysts
are of the view that the India-China
dialogue augurs well for bilateral
ties, regional stability and world
peace and development. “I believe
that the significance of the first-ever
India-China security dialogue is be- -
yond the scope of security issues,”
Du Youkang of the Shanghai Insti-
tute for International Studies said.

Through the talks, the two sides
will have more chances to dispel
suspicions and distrust, enhance
mutual understanding, build mutual
confidence, and increase mutual co-
operation, which are the basis for
building a constructive and co-oper-
ative partnership oriented towards
the 21st century Mr Du said. 1) .
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dialogue opens

- Beijing, Marcn 6 < Y\
* THE FIRST—EVEEI Si é[ndia’xig, ,
"security dialogue opered here
. today with the aim of undlerstand-
ing each other's stand on'bilateral
issues and major regional and
international topics of common
interest.

Official sources said they hoped
the dialogue would provide both
sides an opportunity to understand
each other better and help provide
more depth in India-China rela-
tions.

"The talks are intended to under-
stand each other and discuss
threadbare the concerns of each
other in a frank manner,” one
source said.

The Indian side is being led by
‘Joint Secretary (Disarmament) of
External Affairs Ministry Rakesh
Sood, while the Chinese side is
headed by Director-General of
Asian department of the Ministry
for Foreign Affairs Zhang Jiuhan.

A senior Indian diplomat said he
hoped the Chinese side would be
willing to discuss the nitty-gritty of
bilateral ties and address New
Delhi’s concerns, especially the
Sino-Pakistani relations. (/P'Pﬁ’/
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‘Give up n-programme, China tells India

BEUING, MARCH 7. Maintaining its
tough stand, China today asked
India to rencunce its nuclear
weapons programme as the two
countries concluded their first-
ever security dialogue here. y;q.

New Delhi should implement !

in “real earnest” the United Na-
tions Security Council resolution
1172 which asked India and Pa-
kistan to stop their nuclear weap-
ons programrne, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman, Mr.
Zhu Bangzao, told presspersons
ar the end of the two-day dia-
logue. 7

“As big countries in Adi ,Iglina
and India bear important gespon-
sibilities for the mainten

regional peace and stability,” he
said. The dialogue was “condu-
cive for the enhancement of un-
derstanding, expanding
consensus and promoting coop-
eration between the two sides”.
The Indian side was led by the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry’s Joint Sec-
retary (disarmament), Mr. Rakesh
Sood, and the Chinese side by Di-
rector-General of the Asian De-
partment of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, M. Zhang Jiuhua-
n.Asked to comment on Mr. Vaj-
payee’s comments that India
would not renounce its nuclear
deterrence, Mr. Zhu restated the
Chinese position on the South
Asian nuclear tests of May 1998
asking India to implement the

THE HINDU
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U.N. resolution. Indian official
sources acknowledged that differ-
ences existed in Sino-Indian rela-
tions, especially on the nuclear
issue. India explained its nuclear
policy and “‘the Chinese side lis-
tened.”

India clearly told China that the
resolution violated India’s sover-
eign right to decide on its own se-
curity, a senior official said.
However, at the Foreign Ministry
news conference, the Chinese
spokesman declined to say
whether the nuclear issue was
taken up but said the two sides
covered a wide range of regional

and international matters of mu-
tual concern. — PTI /



New Delhi, March 8

back of its nuclear weapons programme,

advising Beijing in turn to appreciate the
reasons for the overt nuclearisation in May
1998.

The first-ever India-China security dialogue
held in Beijing on March 6-7 was at best less
than a non-starter because in essence the two
sides agreed to disagree on the principal issue
before them -- India's nuclearisation and the
security environment in South Asia.

China on its part disagreed with India's con-
cern over its "assistance” to Pakistan's nuclear
and missile programme. India had said that
Chinese assistance had an adverse impact on
regional stability, triggering in turn its decision
to go nuclear and that it had responded to the
security threat only in a "responsible and
restrained" manner.

The happy news is that the security dialogue
will be continued and the next meeting will be
held in India at a mutuallv convenient date.

INDIA HAS rejected China’s call for a roll-

oth sides agreed that the differences should
t be an impediment to dialogue, which was
"only" means for their resolution.

ina reiterated its demand that New Detlhi
hondyr United Nations Resolution no. 1172,
calling\for a roll-back of the nuclear programme
by both India and Pakistan. The official
spokesperson for the External Affairs Ministry
said that in response, India conveyed its views
on the UN resolution and emphasised that sen-

N-weapons programme

sitivity to each other's security concerns was
necessary for a productive dialogue.

The Security Council resolution was modeled
on the G-8 resolution adopted after the
Pokhran tests. Adopted on 6 June 1998 without
permitting India to argue its case, the resolution
called upon New Delhi and Islamabad to
immediately "stop their nuclear weapon devel-
opment programmes, refrain from weaponisa-
tion or from the deployment of nuclear
weapons and cease development of ballistic

th
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China’s call for rollback

missiles capable of delivering nuclear weapons”.
It asked the countries not to export equipment,
materials or technology that could contribute to
weapons of mass destruction or missiles capable
of delivering them". The Indian position to the
resolution was that the tests were not directed
against any country. They were carried out as a
"defensive measure to protect India in a global
environment where nuclear disarmament was
making no headway and against grave and
growing challenges to its security from nuclear
weapons in the lands and seas bordering the
country". !

New Delhi said the right to take measures in
self-defence was an "inherent right of member
states under the UN Charter".

Both sides characteristically fell back upon
the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence to
buttress their positions. India emphasised the
importance of the principles that involved
"being sensitive to each other's sovereignty,
including the sovereign right of a country to
determine its security needs and to take what-
ever measures essential for its national security
requirements’.




_india, China to talk despite differences v

By C. Raja Mohan “D O

{EW DELMI, MARCH 8. India and
Zhina have agreed to continue
‘heir just-initiated security dia-
logue despite deep differences
over nuclear non-proliferation
and arms control. 1L ‘}

A spokesperson of the Mirdstry
of External Affairs here sdid India
and China have decided that
these nuclear differences ““should
not be an impediment to dialogue
which is the only means for their
resolution”.

The spokesperson was briefing
the press here on the first-ever

nuclear consultations between -

India and China that concluded
on Tuesday in Beijing. The talks,
according to him, took place in a
“frank and cordial” atmosphere.

However, when it comes to the
nuclear question, the Sino-Indian

divergence is deep enough for
some plain-speaking from the In-
dian side. Two issues are of great
concern to India — China’s at-
tempt to pressure India into giv-
ing up its nuclear weapons
programme and Beijing’s long-
standing assistance to Pakistan’s
nuclear and missile programmes.

The Government is certainly
not pleased about Beijing's con-
tinual references to the United
Nations Security Council Resolu-
tion No. 1172, passed in June 1998
following the Indian and Pakista-
ni nuclear tests. It calls on New
Delhi and Islamabad to renounce
their programmes to build nucle-
ar weapons and missiles.

Although most of the great
powers, including the U.S, have

stopped focusing on thjs resolu-
tion, China contf'z.‘lego harp on

s

it. While the U.S. is looking for a
way to reconcile India's nuclear
security interests with the imper-
atives of global non- proliferation
regime, China seems to be calling
for an Indian submission to the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) regime.

New Delhi has also been dis-
appointed by the frequent Chi-
nese calls on the Clinton
administration to be firm on nu-
clear issues with India. Ques-
tioned on the Chinese position,
the spokesperson said the Indian
delegation “conveyed to the Chi-
nese side its views” on the UNSC
Resolution 1172, and ‘‘empha-
sised that sensitivity to each oth-
er's security concerns was
necessary for a productive dia-
logue”.

Rejectigg' the demand of the

THE HINDU
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UNSC Resolution, the spokesper-
son said it is the “sovereign right”
of a country to ‘‘determine its
own security needs and take mea-
sures essential for its national se-
curity requirements’’.

India, according to the spokes-
person, also strongly conveyed its
concerns that China’s assistance
to Pakistan's nuclear and missile
programmes had an “adverse im-
pact” on regional stability to
which India has been “obliged to
respond in a responsible and re-
strained manner”.

The Indian delegation to the
talks was led by the Joint Secre-
tary in the Ministry of External Af-
fairs, Mr. Rakesh Sood. The
delegation also called on Mr.
Yang Wenzhang, a Vice- Minister
in the Chinese Minjstry of Foreign
Affairs. ]



BEUING, MARCH 9. China today
cautioned New Dethi against at-
tempts by the Dalai Lama to
“split” China by using the 14-
year-old Karmapa, who fled to
India early this year.

‘“We are firmly opposed to any
attempt by any person to use the
Karmapa issue to engage in po-
litical activities aimed at split-
ting China,” Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman, Mr. Zhu
Bangzao, told reporters here.

He was responding to the Da-
lai Lama’s comments in a televi-
sion interview that some Indian
officials have indicated to him
that New Delhi would allow the

- . |4
/6hma warns India on
« Karmapa issue "},

country. Mr. Zhu said,“the D\alai -
Lama clique and some other
forces abroad always wanted to
use the 17th Karmapa for thair
purpose.” However, India has
not conveyed any such decision
to China, Mr. Zhu said. “I don’t
have any confirmation from the
Indian side,” he said.

China has “indicated on many
occasions” to the Indian side |
that New Delhi should “keep in
mind the five principles of
peaceful co-existence and han-
die the issue with prudence in
the overall interest of bilateral
relations.” — PTI /

P
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BEIING, MARCH 10. China today
emphasised that despite some
differences, it valued good-neigh-
bourly relations with India and
said the two neighbours did not
pose a threat to each other.

“Of course, there are some dis-
agreements between China and
India which are reflected in some
outstanding issues. But generally
speaking, China and India does
not pose a threat to each other,”
! Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr.
Tang Jiaxuan, told reporters here.

“China and India are both in-
fluential nations of Asia with con-
siderable influence. China and
India are also neighbours,” Mr.
Tang said. He said there were
some differences between China
and India, including some major

A\hina values friendly \
wo 7 ties with India \>

issues calling for urgent olution,
but did not elaborate of them.
These differences cannot be turn-
ed into threats to undermine the
bilateral relations, he said.

“Our agreement far outweigh
our disagreements,” Mr. Tang
said, emphasising that China ex-
pected to promote its relations
with India on the basis of the five
principles of peaceful co-exist-
ence (Panchsheel), jointly initi-
ated by the leaders of the two
countries in the 1950s.

“‘China values its good neigh-
bourly and friendly relations and
cooperation with India,” Mr.
Tang said noting that the Indian
President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan,
would make a State visit to China
in May.— PT1
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‘_thn(%@nd India are not

a threat to each other’

BEIJING: China emphasised on
Friday, that despite differences, it
valued good-neighbourly relations
with India and said the two
neighbours did not pose a threat to
each other.

“Of course there are some
disagreements between China and
India which are reflected in some
outstanding issues. But generally
speaking, China and India do not
pose a threat to each other,”
Chinese foreign minister Tang
Jiaxuan told reporters.

“China and India are both
influential nations of Asia with
considerable influence. China and
India are also neighbours,” Mr
Tang said. '

He said there were some
differences, including major issues
calling for urgent solution, but did
not elaborate. These differences
cannot be turned into threats to
undermine bilateral relations, he
said.

‘Our agreements far outweigh
our disagreements,” Mr Tang said,
emphasising that China expected to
promote its relations with India on
the basis of the five principles of
peaceful co-existence (Panchsheel),
jointly initiated by the leaders of the

two countries in the 1950s. [>

“China  values its \good-
neighbourly and friendly refations
and cooperation with India)” Mr
Tang said, noting that Indian
President K.R. Narayanan would
make a state visit to China in May.

He also noted that China and
India would jointly celebrate the
50th  anniversary of the
establishment of  diplomatic
relations between them on April 1,
an opportunity which would be
used by Beijing “to further advance
bilateral relations”.

“We hope that the joint
celebrations of the  50th
anniversary of diplomatic relations
will provide us with a new
opportunity to move our relations
forward on the basis of the five
principles of peaceful co-
existence,” MrTang said.

Mr Tang also briefly referred to
the near-chill in Sino-Indian
relations after India conducted
nuclear tests in May, 1998. He
noted that since last year, bilateral
relations had entered a new phase
of gradual improvement and
development, an obvious reference
to external affairs minister Jaswant
Singh’s visit to China June last. ;pr)
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Indo-China security talks

‘productive, say officials

BEUING: Despite differences over
the nuclear issue, the first-ever In-
dia-China security dialogue has
been described by both sides as
“productive” in enhancing mutual
trust and cooperation.

The very fact that the two coun-
tries held a security dialogue itself
is significant, official sources here
said while pointing out that both
sides have agreed to continue the
process by,holdl the n xt round
in India. ; \]

While acknow ging't there
was no common stand on the South
Asian nuclear issue, both sides
agreed that these differences
should not be an impediment to di-
alogue which is the only means for
their resolution. Chinese foreign
ministry sources said they consider
the security dialogue useful in en-
hancing mutual understanding be-
tween the two major countries in
Asia, who are responsible for peace
and stability in the region.

“The dialogue has helped im-
prove mutual understanding, en-
farge consensus and increase coop-
eration,” a Chinese official said.

It has raised common under-
standing on major regional and in-
ternational issues of common con-
cern, he commented on the two-
. day security dialogue between offi-
cials from the two foreign min-
istries, held here last week. At the
same time, he asserted there is no
change in the Chinese stand on the
nuclear issue.

India used the dialogue to en-
gage the Chinese side for the first
time on New Delhi’s nuclear policy
and strongly conveyed the message
that it was the sovereign right of a
country to determine its own secu-
rity needs and take measures essen-
tial for its national security require-
ments,

We cannot expect instant results,
a senior Indian diplomat said when
asked to comment on the nuclear
issue, At the same time, he empha-
sised India is unhappy with fre-
quent Chinese public statements
on the South Asian nuclear issue
and advice to the U.S. to be “firm”
with India.

“We emphasised that sensitivity
to each other’s security concerns is
necessary for a productive dia-
logue.” the Indian official said.

Meanwhile, Chinese foreign min-
ister Tang Jiaxuan has expressed
hope that the S0th anniversary cel-
ebrations of the establishment of
Sino-Indian diplomatic relations on
April 1 would give an opportunity
to push forward bilateral ties.

“We hope the joint celebration of
the 50th anniversary of establish-
ment of diplomatic relations would
provide us with a good opportunity
to move our bilateral relations for-
ward on the basis of the five princi-
ples of peaceful coexistence, which,
after all, were jointly initiated by
the leaders of China and India in
the 1950s, Mr Tang said on Friday a
his annual news conference. Pty
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//\Chma for peace

& along

By Atul Anej W&W

NEW DELHI, MARCH 16. Rejécting the
use of force as a means to change
existing boundaries in Jammu
and Kashmir, China today said In-
dia and Pakistan should maintain
“peace and tranquillity” along
the Line of Control.

Responding to questions at the
Press Club of India, the Chinese
Ambassador to India, Mr. Zhou
Gang, expressed the hope that
New Dethi and Islamabad would
resolve their differences on Jam-
mu and Kashmir through peace-
ful  negotiations. Asked to
comment on the coming visit of
the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clin-
ton, to India, he hoped the “very
important” trip would encourage

“peace and stability” in the re-
gion.

China watchers here are read-
ing meaning into Mr. Zhou's
comments and say that these ob-
servations coincide with U.S. per-

LoC

ceptlons on the subject. Pointing
out that India and Pakistan had
acquired nuclear weapons, the
U.S. Secretary of State, Ms. Made-
leine Albright, on Wednesday
made it explicit that Washington
was opposed to the use of force to
alter the LoC.

The Chinese envoy, however,
reiterated that Beijing had “‘excel-
lent” relations with Pakistan and
was involved in building “good
relations” with India. China, he
said, wanted a “constructive and
cooperative partnership with In-
dia in the new millennium”.

According to Mr. Zhou, the visit

to China by the External Affairs |
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, was |

“‘a big step forward” in improving
Sino-Indian relations.

[ -

s THE HINDU greets its 5
readers on the occasion of |
BAKRID !
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India calls for resolution 0[;\/
differences with China ' '+\"

BEIJING: India has called for resolution of the pend-
ing differences with China with “maturity and states-
manship” and said that New Delhi and Beijing work
together to build a more complete relationship in the
new millennium.

“As two neighbours, we must work together to en-
hance our co-operation based upon our many common
interests, to resolve our few differences with maturity
and statesmanship, build trust and remain sensitive to
our respective sovereign concerns,” Indian ambas-
sador to China Vijay K. Nambiar said.

Speaking at a banquet hosted by the Indian embassy
here on Wednesday night to celebrate the upcoming
50th anniversary of the establishment of India-China
diplomatic relations, Mr Nambiar noted that in the
past 50 years, Sino-Indian relations have seen ups and
downs. However, he said, India attached importance
to the development of friendly, cooperative, good
neighbourly and mutually beneficial relations with
China on the basis of Panchsheel (the five principles of
peaceful co-existence).

Referring to the establishment of Indo-China diplo-
matic relations on April 1, 1950, Mr Nambiar said In-
dia’s decision to establish diplomatic relations with the
people’s republic at that time was a difficult one in the

“The international situation did not favounthe early
establishment of formal diplomatic refations,” he said
and paid tributes to “the courage, wisdom and commit-
ment” of the leaders of that period in taking the deci-
sion. The ambassador also referred to the forthcoming
state visit to China by Indian President K R Narayanan
and hoped that it would be a symbol of a shared wish
for a new and more complete relationship.

Chinese vice foreign minister Yang Wenchang hoped
for further promotion in Sino-Indian relations and pre-
dicted that Mr Narayanan’s visit in May would be a
complete success. Mr Yang, on behalf of vice premier
Qian Qichen, noted that India was among the first coun-
tries to forge diplomatic ties with China, and the two
countries enunciated hand-in- hand the world-famous
five principles of peaceful co-existence in the 1950s.

“We are confident that China-India relationship,
which is based on the five principles of peaceful co-ex-
istence, will continue to move forward and that the up-
coming visit to China by President Narayanan will be a
complete success,” he said.

“We note with pleasure that in the past 50 years
since the establishment of our diplomatic relations,
thanks to the efforts of both sides, China-India rela-
tions have seen marked improvement and develop-
ment,” Mr Yang said. (e1)

light of the prevailing international environment.
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‘Sino-Indian refations unaffected by .

the escape of Karmapa Lama 47 =

BEIJING: Sino-Indian relations
have not been
impaired by the
dramatic escape
of the 17th
Karmapa Lama

quired much-re-
s S uired stabilit
Karmapa La gnd maturity ir};
the year, diplomatic sources here
said.

“We are satisfied with the re-
sponse of the Indian government
on the Karmapa Lama issue,” a
Chinese foreign ministry source
said. “The Karmapa Lama issue has
not affected our bilateral ties. In
fact, both sides are making active
preparations for the celebration of
the 50th anniversary of India-China
diplomatic relations in April this
year,” a senior Indian diplomat
said.

Indian diplomatic sources said
that both governments have han-
dled the sensitive issue in a cool-

headed manner and reiterated their
desire to have good-neighbourly
relations based on Panchsheel (the
five principles of peaceful co-exis-
tence) jointly initiated by India and
China in the 50s.

The state-run Chinese media has
kept quiet on the dramatic escape
of the 14-year-old 17th Karmapa
Lama, the third highest-ranking re-
ligious figure in Tibetan Buddhism
after the Dalai Lama and the
Panchen Lama.

According to the official Chinese
version, Ugyen Trinley Dorji left Ti-
bet temporarily to collect some reli-
gious relics. He arrived in Dharam-
sala in India on January S. Dorji’s
“escape” has been seen as a major
embarrassment for the Chinese gov-
ernment, which had touted the boy
lama as a model patriot in Tibet.

While echoing the official Chi-
nese stand on the Karmapa Lama
issue, former Chinese ambassador
to India Cheng Ruisheng told re-
porters that both China and India
have handled it cautiously and not
allowed the issue to impede their

L]

bilateral relations.  {{
“Up to now, both side e han- |
dled this issue in a vedy cautious
way. I think that is much appreciat-
ed (in China). If we continue the °
present approach, the Karmapa
Lama issue will not impede Sino-
Indian relations,” Cheng said. .
Meanwhile, India and China
have decided to jointly organise
functions to mark the 50th anniver-
sary of the establishment of diplo-
matic relations, official sources said.
They said experts from the foreign
ministries will also meet soon for
the first-ever security dialogue
aimed at deepening mutual trust-
and confidence. .
Chinese  foreign  ministry *
spokesman Zhu Bangzao said the
two sides were holding consulta-..
tions to decide a convenient date *
for the security dialogue, agreed -
during the visit here by external af- .
fairs minister Jaswant Singh in May ;
last year, which normalised*
Sino-Indian relations in the after- .
math of the May 1998 Indian nu- !
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~ Maran to talk trade with Ehina

q\, if By P. S. Suryanarayana ) \f\7
BANGKOK FEB. 17. The Union Minister of ommerce
and Industry, Mr. Murasoli Maran, today left Bang-
kok for Shanghai to begin a visit to China, the first by
an Indian political leader since the recent flight to
India by the Tibetan Karmapa, Ugyen Trinley Dor-
jee. Mr. Maran’s China visit is, however, being pro-
jected by the Indian side as purely a trade-related
event without any potitical connotation.

Mr. Maran will lead the Indian delegation to the
two- day sixth session of the India-China Joint Eco-
nomic Group (JEG) to be held in Beijing from Febru-
ary 21. The panel was constituted in December 1988
during the historic thaw-setting visit to China by the
then Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi. The fifth session
of the JEG was held in New Delhi in June 1994.

On the political question concerning the seven-
teenth Karmapa, Mr. Maran said that he would, if at
all asked by his Chinese hosts, spell out the Indian
stand. He did not, however, wish to engage in public
diplomacy over this by talking about the Indian line
ahead of his parleys in Beijing. All the same, he
noted that trade and political issues were not inter-
linked in bilateral ties. In this sense, he indicated
that there was no cause for any political interpreta-
tion of the timing of the convening of the JEG.

While a “protocol”’ on the deliberations of the JEG
would be signed after its prospective meeting in
Beijing, India and China may also discuss certain
agreements to be signed by them in the context of
Beijing’s proposed entry into the World Trade Orga-
nisation (WTO). However, this exercise was linked
directly to China’s diplomatic mood and methods at
this stage. One obvious question in this regard
would be a normal trading relations (NTR) in the
bilateral sphere or the earlier equivalent of a most-
favoured nation (MFN) status.

The JEG’s planned meeting assumed importance
in the overall context of keeping up a continuity of
political-level contacts over commercial ties, given
the need to expand the volume of trade, it is said.

The two sides may also review the progress in the
implementation of an Agreed Programme of Coop-
cration that was concluded in Beijing in May last

THE HINDU
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year when the l':Z:ral Science and Technology
Sub-Committee me} there.

Treaty on WTO Raccession
PTI reports:

India will sign an agreement with China pledging
its support to Beijing’s accession to the WIO during
the upcoming joint economic group meeting, Mr.
Maran said here today.

Mr. Maran said that China’s accession would fur-
ther ‘strengthen the hands’ of the developing coun-
tries. He dispelled fears that this would marginalise
India’s position in the multilateral body.




e BQ_||ng,

New Delhi

{o |ve \%

boost to bilateral trade m

BEUING, FEB. 20. India and China
are likely to boost their bilateral
trade ties further, during the
meeting of the India- China Joint
Economic Group (JEG) beginning
here on Monday.

The two countries are looking
into trade relations, which have
not received the required Govern-
mental guidance in recent years, a
senijor official said, ahead of the
Ministeriai- level talks here.

After over five years, the India-
China JEG on Economic Relation
and Trade, Science and Technol-

3

ogy would be meeting here to
identify areas to enhance trade
and explore avenues for mutual
investment. The Commerce and
Industry Minister, Mr. Murasoli
Maran, who is leading the Indian
delegation, said he was looking
forward to the JEG and also the
Joint Business Council (JBC)
meeting of the Indian and Chi-
nese industrialists on Tuesday.
Mr. Maran is scheduled to hold
talks with the Chinese Minister of
Foreign Trade and Economic
Cooperation (MOFTEC), Mr. Shi
Guangsherg, and other senior of-

ficials. The two countrids may
sign an agreement on Indiats sup-
port to Chinese accession to the
WTO during Mr. Maran'’s stay in
Beijing.

A Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) on consultations
between departments of steel on
ferrous metals will be signed by

the two sides. An arbitration
agreement will be signed between
the China International Econom-
ic and Trade Arbitration Commis-
sion and the Indian Council of
Arbitration. 7/PTI
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&ino-Indian WTO agr

%%
eement

today, China negotiates with EU

“Vast Chinese market for Indian goods c

Beijing, February 21

. SINO-INDIAN agreement

. % on China's accession to the

. WTO and providing for the
much required political push to
bilateral trade ties will be signed
here tomorrow, even as Beijing
today intensified efforts to clinch
deals with European Union mem-
bers to join the multilateral body.

Commerce and  Industries
Minister Murasoli Maran said that
India is ready to sign the agree-
ment. with China tomorrow with
both sides concluding negotiations
on major issues.

"Our negotiations with China
were devoid of any bickering,"
Maran said in an obvious reference
to long-drawn out negotiations
between China, the US and the
European Union.

Official sources here said Beijing
today resumed negotiations with
the European Union with hopes to
conclude separate deals with its
memi “vs this week.

A
g&m‘a muft reach ag?&em

with all wto thembers before it ¢an
join the WTO that sets rules for
global trade. The Sino-Indian
agreement would be a significant
event in relations betwen the two
countries at the start of the new
millennium, Maran said after a
meeting with Chinese Foreign
Trade and Economic Cooperation
Minister Shi Guangsheng here.

‘T consider this as a great leap
forward in India-China relations
with regard to trade and economic
cooperation,” Maran, who co-
chaired the sixth session of the
India-China Joint Economic
Group (JEG) meeting, said.

"It is a milestone in the new mil-
lennium," he said, adding that the
JEG could spur Sino-Indian trade
which hovered around two billion
US dollars in 1999.

Asked whether China has given
concessions to India, Maran
replied that both sides were satis-
fied with the agreement to be

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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e opened up’

inked tomorrow.

"India believes in a rule-based
multilateral trading system and is
very keen that the rules should be
fair and just," Maran said.

"We hold the view that the inter-
ests and concerns of the develop-
ing countries should be addressed
by the WTO," he said.

Responding to Indian support
for China's accession to the WTO,
Shi said Chinese Government
highly appreciates India's stand
and agreed with New Delhi's stand
that the WTO should address the
interests and concerns of develop-
ing countries.

He also said China's accession to
the WTO would also open up the
vast Chinese market for Indian
goods. Murasoli Maran hoped that
bilateral trade could double as
soon as possible with both govern-
ments adopting concrete measures
to boost trade and economic coop-
eration.

(PTI)



Eﬁdia, Chinevs%gn

Beijing, February 22 }& 1/\

INDIA AND China today signed a
key bilateral trade agreement,
which would facilitate- Beijing's
early entry into World Trade
Organisation (WTO) and provide
greater access for Indian exports to
the vast but restricted Chinese
market.

“It is a significant step in India-
China relations, especially in bilat-
eral trade relations," Commerce
and Industry Minister Murasoli
Maran said after the signing cere-
mony at the Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Trade and Economic
Cooperation (MOFTEC).

Maran, leading a high-powered
Indian delegation, said that New
Delhi fully supports Beijing's entry
into the WTO and expressed confi-
dence ‘that both the countries
could work in tandem to push for
the rights of developing countries.

gyzent
na enters the WTO,

we w1ll cooperate on issues of
mutual ikterest. China's entry into
the WTQ would strengthen the
world trading system and also
world trade," he said. i

An Indian diplomat said on con-
dition of anonymity China has
agreed to a series of tariff reduc-
tions on Indian goods.

"China has agreed to lower gen-
eral tariff rates for a range of agri-
cultural, industrial and marine
products from about 20 per cent to
10 per cent," he said.

With . today's agreement, China
has just one major hurdle, its
largest trading partner EU with
whom it must sign a similar trade
agreement to pave the way for its
entry into the world body. China
has to sign bilateral trade pacts
with all 135 WTO members before
its 14-year bid to enter the world
body come through. (PTDH
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NARAYANAN SEEKS SUPPORT FOR U.N. SEAT,

~w_Fillip to Sino-Indian ties

By C. Raja Mohan

BELING, MAY 31. The President, Mr.
K.R. Narayanan, concluded an
important round of consultations
with the Chinese leaders today
.with the conviction that Sino-in-
dian ielations have acquired a
new warmth and maturity.

The President’s meeting today
with the Chinese Prime Minister,
Mr. Zhu Rongji, capped three
days of interaction with the politi-
cal leadership here. Mr. Naraya-
nan’s talks ended with a renewed
commitment on both sides to tap
the huge unrealised potential of

political and economic coopera- .

tion between the two Asian gi-
ants. 3{2\37) A R
Senior “officials travelling with

the President are more than
pleased with the results of Mr.
Narayanan’s talks with the Chi-
nese leaders. Briefing the press
here, they said the President had
injected “‘a sense of movement”
into the bilateral relations, which
“can only get better” now.

Mr. Narayanan left Beijing this
afternoon to the north eastern
city of Dalian, fully satisfied that
the two countries may have turn-
ed yet another difficult corner in
their complex and volatile rela-
tionship over the last 50 years.

Nearly a year ago, the visit of
the External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, to Beijing had
helped end the post- Pokhran
chill in relations. Mr. Narayanan
has now succeeded in commit-
ting both sides to a more produc-
tive engagement. Indian officials
are pointing to four important as-
pects of Mr. Narayanan's consul-
tations. One, the Chinese leaders

have deg strated  genuine

he Piesident, Mr. K.R. Nayanan, holding talks with the Chinese
Prime Minister, Mr. Zhu Rongji, (right) in Beijing on Wednesday.
—Photo: AP

warmth towards the President.
Two, there appears to be a Chi-
nese acceptance, if only implicit
and indirect, of India’s new eco-
nomic and political standing in
the international arena. Com-
ments from the Chinese leaders
suggest Beijing may be prepared
to take India more seriously than
in the past. The Chinese approach
to India might have begun to
form the traditional regional tem-
plate to a global one.

Three, there seems to be a new
openness among the Chinese
leaders to address the difficult ar-
eas in ties, in particular the long-
standing boundary dispute. Ac-
cording to Indian officials, when
Mr. Narayanan pressed the £hi-

dealing with the issue
ously, they were “willi
and respond positive

And finally, Chinese leaders ap-
pear to have consciously chosen
to avoid needless polemics on
such issues as India’s nuclear pol-
icy. It may be a while before Beij-
ing acknowledges the reality of
India’s nuclear weapons. But like
the other major powers, China,
too, might have begun a process
of readjustment.

In praising Mr. Narayanan as
an “old friend” of China and in
making it explicit that they hold
him in special esteem, the Chi-
nese leaders appear to have found
a way out of the blind alley that
ties found themselves in after
Pokhran-11.

The positive symbalism that
the Chinese were attaching to his
visit gave Mr. Narayanan an
unique opportunity to insist that
a resolution of the boundary dis-

/ p}té can no longer be left to fu-

ture generations. U .ising the
Chinese interest in greater coop-
eration on global issues, Mr. Na-
rayanan sought China’s support
for India’s candidature for a per-
manent seat in the United Na-
tions Security Council, and tried
to draw them into a common
front against global terrorism.

Although it will be a long time
before this diplomar < effort will
bear fruit, India ha. nade a sig-
nificant move through Mr. Na-
rayanan. As part of the new
understanding to sustain high-
level political contacts, both the
Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr.
Tang Jiaxuan, and Mr. Zhu have
agreed to visit India in the near
future. During the visit the two
sides agreed to widen the political
interaction by facilitating con-
tacts between parliamentarians
and set up an ‘eminent persons
group’ to give an intellectual fillip
from outside the formal govern-
mental structures.

PTI reports:

The Foreign Secretary, Mr. Lalit
Mansingh, told presspersons that
during the parleys, Mr. Zhu
agreed with Mr. Narayanan that
the restructuring of the United
Nations was needed and that
Beijing was willing to work to-
gether with New Delhi on this but
did not give any indication of sup-
port for India's candidature for a
permanent seat in the restruc-
tured Security Council.

A senior Chinese Foreign Min-
istry official told presspersons
that not discussing the nuclear is-
sue did not mean China had soft-
ened its stand and added that its
“consistent policy has not
changed”.

Pak. factor: Page 13
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FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 7: India tiptoed
on tricky diplomatic terrain after
a teen-aged but pivotal Buddhist
leader escaped from a Chinese-
monitored monastery in Tibet
and trekked . acro to
Dharamshala. (\r \ E;’l

Fourteen-year-old ﬁr en
Trinley Dorje is the most impor-
tant Tibetan figure to “defect”
since his predecessor, the 16th
Karmapa, and the Dalai Lama fled
following the abortive anti-Chi-
nese uprising in 1959.

The young Karmapa, head of
the rich and powerful Kagyu line-
age of Tibetan Buddhism, ranks
third in the spiritual hierarchy
behind the Dalai Lama and
Panchen Lama, AR

Realising that the gé’ue :g?JJd
create a fresh strain in relations
with China, foreign ministry spo-
kesman R.S. Jassal said he would
not comment “either directly or
indirectly” until he had thie facts.
Some Indian officials have report-
edly gone to Dharamshala to talk
to Dorje, who is also the heir ap-
parent to the Rumtek monastery
in Sikkim, headquarters-in-exile
of the Kagyu sect.

The Tibetans’ role in India is
not well-defined. Though Delhi
has allowed them to set up their
government-in-exile, it has re-
fused them political rights. But
this has not stopped Tibetan
protest marches aimed at high-
lighting the “brutalities” being
committed by Beijing in Tibet.

Senior lamas have confirmed
that the 17th Karmapa, accompa-
nied by a small group of monks,
slipped past his guards at Tsur-
phu monastery on December 28.
They walked across rugged moun-

tain terrain to reach Dharamsha-
la yesterday. “He has come,” said
Desang, cabinet secretary in
the exile administration of the
Dalai Lama.

If the Karmapa has indeed
fled, it will be a deep embarrass-
ment for the Chinese and a major
setback to Beijing’s campaign to
divide Tibetan allegiances. In
1992, Chinese leaders installed
Dorje as the head of the Kagyu
order and used him as a symbol of
their rule over Tibet. He was en-
throned at Tsurphu, traditional

| 8

Urgyen Trinley Dorje, the
17th Karmapa. (AFP)

seat of the Karmapas, in an elabo-
rate ceremony sanctioned by the
Chinese authorities.

China’s State Council Infor-
mation Office acknowledged that
the Karmapa had left his
monastery in central Tibet with a
“small number of followers”, the
Xinhua agency said.

The Xinhua report said the
Karmapa had gone abroad to get
musical instruments and the
black hats used by his predeces-
sors for the Buddhist mass and
cited a letter saying he did not
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/ Great escape puts Delhi
on Tibetan tightrope

mean to “betray the state, the
nation, the monastery or the lead-
ership”.

India cannot gloat over the
“defection” until it ascertains
whether the Karmapa has taken
exile here or has come to visit the
Dalai Lama for a short period. If
Delhi welcomes him, it will be a
shift in its stand as India had earli-
er contested his claim as the
Rumtek heir.

In private, however, officials
here said Dorje’s presence could
help India as the Dalai Lama will
get enough time to “de-indoctri-
nate” him from the Chinese influ-
ence. He can take over as the head
of Rumtek only after he is 21.

The Kagyu sect, known as the
Black Hats, was once Tibet’s most
politically powerful. It has built a
global organisation and is said to
be worth millions of dollars.

The 16th Karmapa, Gyalwang,
died in 1982 without announcing
his heir, triggering a bitter race
for succession between two
groups, one led by his disciple Tai
Saitupa and the other by his
nephew Shamar Rinpoche.

Saitupa, with the backing of
some other monks, found Dorje in
1992 — then nine years old — in
Tibet and claimed he was the heir.
But Rinpoche tried to prop Tenzin
Chenstse, an 11-year-old Indian
boy, as the real heir.

Saitupa then worked with the
Chinese to see the boy installed at
Tsurphu. He has been living there
since, under constant surveil-
lance.

India, which had opposed the
Chinese move, was cut up with
Saitupa for his links with Beijing.
Previous governrients had
barred him from entering the
country. But he was allowed entry
in 1998 by the BJP government.



1ndia and China play down

Karmapa
HTC and Agencies W ﬂ\\\

THE "ESCAPE" of the 17th Karmapa Lama from
Tibet to India took a curious turn today, with a key
monastery questioning his legitimacy and warning
India not to fall into a "Chinese trap." India and China
themselves reacted cautiously, -
while the Tibetan Government-
in-exile denied having a hand in  §
his flight.

The Karmapa Lama, Ugyen
Trinley Dorje (14), arrived
unexpectedly in McLeodganj
on Wednesday after an "ardu-
ous" seven-day trek across the |
Himalayas. He is third in the
Tibetan Buddhist hierarchy
after the Dalai Lama and
Panchen Lama.

An external affairs ministry
spokesman sald the
Government was "enquiring
into the circumstances and con-
sequences of his arrival in the
country.” A reticent China, on
its part, has not denounced the
Lama, and has apparently left
open an option to reclaim him.,

The plot thickened with the
second-ranking lama of the
Kagyu lineage, which the
Karmapa Lama heads, disown-
ing the bov. The Regent of
Sikkim's Rumtek Monastery,
. Shamarpa Rimpoche, claimed
Thaye Dorje of Kalimpong,
West Bengal, was the genuine
reincarnation of the 16th
Gyalwa Karmapa.

He alleged that Ugyen Trinley
Dorje's flight was stage-managed by the Chinese to
claim the "Black Crown" and other belongings of the
Karma Kagyu school, presently in the care of Thaye
Dorje. He cautioned the Indian Government not to
get embroiled in a "Chinese game" to earn legitimacy
for the "usurper”.

However, in McLeodganj, the Karmapa met the

Ugyen Trinley Dorje, the 17th Karmapa
who escaped fram China, outside his hotel
in Dharamsala on Saturday. Phqto: AFP

Lama’s defection

Dalai Lama for about 30 minutes. He was confirmed
and recognised by the Dalai Lama on June 3, 1992.

In Beijing, Chinese authorities claimed he had left a
letter saying he was going abroad to collect some "reli-
gious instruments”,

The London-based Tibet Information Network
commented, "The guarded response from the Chinese
authorities and the fact they
have not denounced him, sug-
gests they wish to keep open
the option that he might
return.”

With the exception of the
English-language China Daily,
the official Chinese media was
totally silent. “Living Buddha
simply went abroad,” said the
paper, reiterating a brief com-
ment issued yesterday on the
official Xinhua news agency's
English service.

Western observers believe the
escape has ruptured Chinese
plans to control incarnations
and undermine support for the
Dalai Lama. The Karmapa's
reincarnation was the first to be
recognised by China, making
him a key figure in its propa-
ganda war over Tibet. He has
been received by some of its
highest officials, including
President Jiang Zemin.

Mcleodganj: Ugyen Trinley
Dorje was reportedly helped to
reach here by Tai Situ
Rimpoche, a disciple of the
16th Karmapa, who was instru-
mental in confirming him as the
17th reincarnation.

The Tibetan Government-in-
exile said Dorje reached McLeodganj with two lamas
and four other Tibetans, including his 24-year-old sis-
ter. "We were caught by surprise,” Mr Tashi Wangdi,
Minister of Religion and Culture of the Tibetar
Government, said. "Right now, our main concern is his
health. He is exhausted.”

See also page 11
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Plots and sulg plots

hosoever thought that destiny and mhentance w e man-
ifestations associated with some forgotten era heeds to
have a close look at how one 14-year-old boy, considered the
“Living Buddha” by his followers, has two international giants
eating out of his tiny little hands. Neither India nor China can
quite afford to either humour or antagonise the young one’s fol-
lowers beyond a point, because involved with him are vexed
issues of geopolitics, diplomacy, territorial rights, myriad free-
doms, their violations and so on. The 17th Karmapa Lama’s
“escape” from Tibet to Dharamshala where he had a meeting
with the Dalai Lama therefore acquires high dramatic value.
There are several unanswered questions: Is the whole drama a
Chinese ploy, a Beijing subterfuge, to deflate the Tibetan strug-
gle for freedom as it has come to be symbolised by the Dalai
Lama? Or, has the Tibetan government in exile itself authored
the plot? Perhaps, the answer to these questions will never be
available in objective terms. For one, it has been a time-held
tradition, it may be ethically right or otherwise, that the faith of
the faithful should never be questloned Much of the violence
and strife that has been part of human history has been because
of this abiding truism. Then there is the question of the official
Indian viewpoint which has always been that Tibet does not
constitute a separate country, which in diplomatic parlance
means that for New Delhi, Tibet is a part of China. Tibetans are
thus regarded as persons in the conveniently ambivalent, state-
less category. It is high time that the Indian position is enunct-
ated categorically on Tibet, because there is no reason why
there should be further dithering on the issue. In various influ-
ential circles in India, a pro-Tibetan freedom stand continues to
. be adopted; some within Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee’s cabinet
itself have been known sympathisers of the Tibetan cause, the
~'way they deem fit to define it, that is. Thus, in any Sino-Indian
dialogue to resolve outstanding issues, the Tibetan issue has
. always formed an uneasy backdrop and will continue to be so
.-as long as ambiguity continues to be the bottomline of New
Delhi’s approach to it. The matter needs to be first resolved
between Tibet and China; or more specifically, the whole
gamut of issues between the two that evidently are of a deeply
sensitive nature, can be best resolved between their operative
leaderships. How much and how far the question of autonomy
or freedom can be mutually negotiated, without rancour or bit-
terness intervening in the process, constitutes the core of the
issue, and that can be best resolved through dialogue under
terms which are mutually acceptable. Long lingering disputes
are often taken for granted; there existence is, that is. But mere-
ly looking the other way camnot be recommended as a correc-
tivé by any stretch of the imagination. There has been a strong
and stringent lobby seeking that India should issue an order to
Shamar Rinpoche to leave the country. The latter is variously
described, but to the Dalai Lama’s followers, he is a “ Chinese
agent.” This lobby over the last few months has believed that
Mr Rinpoche and others have hatched a plot to enthrone this
14-year-old “child of Beru™ as an impostor of sorts. The incum-
bent Union home minister received one such representation
from this lobby almost as soon as he took charge. Emotions run
very high in this drama in which the stakes too are very high;
responsible governments are expected not to let emef i
gencies or extremities determine their course.
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&\ yet for
asylum to
Karmapa

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE\\\

\

NEW DELHI, Jan. 10. —\The
Centre today said it hakn't
received any formal request to
grant political asylum to the

17th Karmapa, who arrived in :

India last week from Tibet.

(Urgyen Trinlay Dorji, 14,
who left McLeodganj's Chinar
guest house before dawn on
Sunday, has been put up 17
km away at Gyuto Rampoche
temple, Sidhbari, adds SNS
from McLeodgan,;.

(Tibetan minister-in-exile for
religion and culture, Tashi
Wangdi, said the Karmapa
was shifted to ensure he gets
enough rest. Security staff at
the temple, however, suggest-
ed the lama was moved out
because his life was in danger.)

The Tibetan government-in-
exile has been banking on
India's political sensitivity,
hoping it would forestall any
move to send the Karmapa
back to China. But the exter-
nal affairs ministry here
stonewalled all questions relat-
ing to the lama's arrival, say-
ing the government was still
inquiring into its circum-
stances and it would be prema-
ture to say anything now.

The MEA spokesman refused
to give details of talks betweern~
external affairs and home min-
istry officials and the govern-
ment's contacts with Chinese
authorities on the subject.

He, however, said the US
coordinator for Tibet is in
India in connection with her
role as assistant secretary of
state for population, refugees
and migration, and that she
would visit Tibetan refugee
camps as she had visited those

i-of Afghan refugees: Ms Julia

i
|

i Taft however, will not meet

the Dalai Lama.

Sources confirmed that to
save India any embarrass-
ment, the US official's visit
had been mandated on the
understanding that it would
take place when the Dalai
Lama is on his annual retreat.
Ms Taft had already met the
Dalai Lama several times

N See KARMAPA, page 6

-

(Continued from page 1)

“Ai‘( G- [

in the USA, and it wasn’t nec-
essary to have a meeting in
India that would offend the
Chinese.

The visit, they said, was '

arranged nearly two months
ago and it is only an embar-
rassing coincidence that it
comes just when the Karmapa
has arrived in India.

Ms Taft’s visit, however,
assumes importance in the
context of a third possibility:
that the Karmapa is offered

| political asylum or refugee sta-

tus by a third country, getting
India out of a tight corner.

The final decision, sources
said, would be determined by
the pressure and counter-pres-
sure exerted on the Indian gov-
ernment by the Tibetan
refugee population, domestic
pro-Tibetan opinion and the
Chinese government.

The MEA spokesman said Ms
Taft had made a courtesy call
on the foreign secretary, but
revealed no details about the
discussions. He said Ms Taft
had also met other officials
and discussed the rehabilita-
tion of refugees and bilateral
cooperation.

STATESMAN
TIAN 2
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nd China tells India

Beijing calls Karmapa’s escape

a ‘departure’, not a defection

BEWING: China on Tuesday advised India to keep
relations between the two countries in mind when
dealing with a senior Buddhist leader PLhO escaped
to India from Chinese-ruled Tibet.

Foreign ministry spokesman Zhu B gzao
stopped short of warning India against granting asy-
lum to the teenaged Karmapa, but reminded New
Delhi that it recognised Beijing’s control over Tibet
and had promised not to let the Dalai Lama, Tibet’s
exiled leader, engage in political activities there.

“We hope that the Indian side will strictly honour
its own commitments on relevant questions so as to

make China-India relations continue to improve and
develop,” Mr Zhu told journalists. k }
Asked what India’s commitments Wete, and

whether they would prevent it from| granting
the Karmapa asylum, Mr Zhu said, “The Ihdian side
has said in explicit terms that it recognises Tibet as
an inalienable part of Chinese territory and the
Dalai Lama cannot engage in political activities in
India.

“I think that the Indian side will handle this mat-
ter in the light of the principles that I had outlined,”
Mr Zhu added.

The 14-year-old Karmapa’s defection along with
that of five followers, including his 24-year-old sister,
a Buddhist nun, is the most significant exodus since
the Dalai Lama and tens of thousands of Tibetans
departed from their homeland after a failed 1959
uprising against Chinese rule.

The Dalai Lama’s government-in-exile in India
said on Monday that it had not asked New Delhi to
grant asylum to the Karmapa, but added that asylum
would be accepted if offered.

The seventeenth Karmapa’s defection is a huge
embarrassment for Chinese leaders because they
had approved his enthronement in 1992 and had
used him as a symbol to project their tolerance of
Tibetan Buddhism. He is the only high Lama whose
accession had been agreed upon by both the Chinese
authorities and the Dalai Lama.

Mr Zhu, the Chinese spokesman, called the
Karmapa’s escape a “departure” rather than a defec-
tion and, in deflecting reporters’ questions, he
referred to a letter the Buddhist leader had report-
edly left behind at his 800-year-old Tsurphu
monastery in central Tibet when he fled on
December 28.

It’s up to the Karmapa to ask for

asylum, says Dalai’s representative
The Times of india News Service and Agencies

McLEODGANIJ (H.P): The Tibetan ‘government-
in-exile’ said on Tuesday that it was up to the 14-
year-old Karmapa Rimpoche, who has arrived here
after escaping from Tibet, to decide whether he
wanted to seek political asylum in India.

Briefing the Kashag, the Tibetan ‘parliament-in-
exile’, Tashi Wangde, minister for religion and culture
in the Dalai Lama’s set-up, said a request for asylum
had to be made by the person concerned. He said his
government had no intention of politicising the issue.
It only wanted to help the Karmapa as a religious
leader. Mr Wangde told reporters later that so far, the
government-in-exile had not made any formal
request to the Indian government to grant political
asylum to the Karmapa. “The Indian government is
aware of his presence at Dharamshala and is looking
into the whole issue. We are sure it will take the right
decision in its wisdom,” he said.

Asked what the response would be of the Tibetan
government-in-exile if the Union government were
to drag its feet on the issue, Mr Wangde said the mat-
ter would be considered at the appropriate time.

However, for the third day running, the govern-
ment on Tuesday continued to assert it was still to
take a decision on the status in India of the seven-
teenth Karmapa, saying there was still no formal
request for political asylum from the boy monk.

“I don’t know how long it would take,” an external
affairs ministry spokesman said, replying to a volley
of queries from newspersons on what steps the gov-
emmment was contemplating for the third highest
Tibetan spiritual leader who recently defected from
Tibet. The spokesman also declined to comment on a
veiled warning by China to India not to give political
asylum to the 14-year- ~old boy monk.

Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Zhu Bangzao
had earlier indicated in Beijing that granting political
asylum to the Karmapa would be violative of the
Panchsheel principles which, he said, formed the
basis of bilateral relations between New Delhi and
Beijing. The external affairs ministry spokesman said
the government was “not aware” of any such com-
munication from China so far. He refuted media
reports of any pressure being exerted on India by
Western nations to grant political asylum to the
Karmapa.
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Apratim Mukarji Hiq
New Delhi, January 11 1"}/} \

THE BRITISH Governmen{s
decision to send its seniormost mik
itary officer to Pakistan has sent
shock waves in Indian Government
circles.

Commander-in-Chief of the
British Army Sir Charles Guthrie
will be visiting Pakistan during
January 13-15, aiming to-establish
*high-level contacts with Gen
Pervez Musharraf without endors-
ing his takeover."

The feeling in New Delhi is that
Sir Charles' visit will definitely put

N

UK Army chief’s Visit to Pak upsets India

the stamp of legitimacy on the mil-
itary regime which has for all the
practical purposes refused to bow
down to the Commonwealth
demand (in shaping which the UK
played a major role in the Durban
summnit) for an immediate restora-
tion of democracy in Pakistan.

The military regime is certain to
exploit the visit to its advantage,
endeavouring to establish that,the
stigma of illegitimacy is no loager
valid and that the world is ready to
do “business as usua]” with it.

On the same day that the British
Army chief arrives, a four-member
US Congressional delegation led

by Senate Democratic leader Tom
Daschle will also land in Islamabad
to discuss "the (Pakistan) military's
plan for a retumn to democratic
government,” to quote a US
Embassy official in the Pakistan
capital, The Congressional team's
visit will be followed on January 16
by another important arrival that
of Senator Sam Brownback.
External  Affairs  Minister
Jaswatit Singh, who left for the UK
today, is expected to raise the seri-
ous Indian reservations over the

‘British move in his talks with the

British Government. His main
business in London will, however,

THE HINDUSTAN TIME®
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be the next round of talks with US
Deputy Secretary of State Strobe
Talbott.

It appears that the Indian
Government is much more cut up
with the British action than with
the US. For one thing, Washington
has maintained right since the
October coup by Gen Musharraf
that it would like to persuade the
military ruler to restore democracy
in the quickest possible lime
through a dialogue.
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BEVING, JAN. 11, China today urged India to tread
carefully over the issue of a high-ranking Tibetan
Lama who trekked to India last week and may seek
asylum there.

The Foreign Ministry spokesman, Mr. Zhu Bang-
zao, also repeated China’s official explanation that
the 14-year-old Karmapa left Tibet to collect symbol-
ic ritual implements, leaving the door open for his
return.

Beijing also showed no sign of softening its policy
towards the Dalai Lama, and the State media quoted
the Prime Minister, Mr. Zhu Rongji, and another top
official calling for stricter implementation of reli-
gious policies.

Mr. Zhu said China had not yet received official
confirmation that the Karmapa was in India.

But he urged New Delhi to stick to the terms of
bilateral agreements concerning the Dalai Lama who
has lived in exile in India with thousands of Tibetan
refugees since 1959.

“The Indian side has said in explicit terms that
Tibet is an inalienable part of China. It has also
stated that the Dalai clique cannot carry out political
activities in India,”” Mr. Zhu said.

“We hope the Indian side can strictly honour its
commitiments on the relevant question so that bilat-
eral relations can improve and develop,” he said.

Asked why the boy had left Tibet, Mr. Zhu said the
boy had left Tibet to collect black hats and musical
instruments that belonged to the previous Karmapa
Lama.

Official stance unchanged

The official Chinese reaction to the boy’s escape
indicates that Beijing would be happy for him to
return despite two meetings with the Dalai Lama,
vilified by China as a violence-supporting “splittist”.

Mr. Zhu gave no indication of any sdftening in
Beijing’s policy towards the Dalai Lama, but repeat-
ed its long-standing conditions for negotiations with
him.

Another ‘living Buddha’

Meanwhile, a December 31 report in the Tibetan
Daily, seen in Beijing today spoke about the discov?,
ery of the reincarnation of a “living Buddha” wh
had played a role in the administration of Tibet in
the 1930s as well as the search for the present Dalai
Lama. It said religious authorities in Tibet had found
the seventh reincarnation of the Reting Rinpoche
(reincarnated Lama) of northern Tibet’s Reting mon-

astery in “accordance with divination and govern-
mental instructions.”” — Reuters, AFP
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Xo threat from
China: Panja
IR

STATESMAN m SERVI(:ES ‘

NEW DELHI, Jan. 12. — The
government today denied
reports of differences between
New Delhi and Beijing on the

Karmapa issue. !

Nothing in the Chinese foreign
office statement yesterday con-
stituted a threat to India, min-
ister of state for external
affairs, Mr Ajit Kumar Panja,
told The Statesman.

“The principle of peaceful
coexistence is one I too would
refer to. How can the mention
i of Panchsheel, a principle of
peace, be a threat™
The minister refused to spell
out India’s precise position on
the issue. But he said the gov-
ernment was yet to receive a
request for political asylum for
the boy monk.

(Lama Urgyen Trinlay Dorji
; had “expressed no desire to
' move from where he is,” PTI
reported, quoting an external
affairs spokesman.)

Mr Panja said the Karmapa
had been given full security. He
was not a threat, India needn’t
jump to a decision on him.

US call: The USA has called
upon China to resume dialogue
with the Dalai Lama following

reports of a crackdown on the
monastery from which fhe
Karmapa fled, adds PTT,

THE STATESMAN
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/Flbetan leader urges India
/Chlnese pressure

to counter

Our Political Bureau 6?\ Gl,
NEW DELHI 13 JANUARY

WITH THE government insisting
there has been no “formal re-
quest” for granting asylum to the
14-year-old Karmapa, a “person-
al application” by a member of
the Tibetan Parliament, Dolma
Gyari received great attention on
Thursday.

Ms Gyari left a request to the
Indian government to grant asy-
tum to the Karmapa at the offices
of the ministry of external affairs
this morning. She urged India not
to fall for the “pressures” of Bei-
jing and deport the young rim-
poche and his entourage.

It was a day of communica-
tions, as the young Karmapa’s ma-
ternal uncle too showed up in
. Dharamshala and asked the young
! monk to return to Tibet so as to
save the family from further ha-
rassment by the Chinese authori-
ties. China has reportedly already
cracked down on the Tsurphu
monastery and arrested some
monks.

Although the Indian govern-

For MERCY’S SAKE: Tibetan exiles at the ministry of external
affairs with a memorandum requesting India not to deport the

Karmapa in New Delhi on Thursday

ment’s delay in making an official
statement is regarded by most
quarters as being terribly annoy-
ing, some moves are apparently
being made to recognise the
Karmapa as a simple Tibetan
refugee like the 130,000 others
that live in this country.

Since the Karmapa was

AFP

anointed by the Chinese govern-
ment, any attendant embarrass-
ment is for the Chinese to handle,
not India, sources said.

At the most, India can look
forward to definite law and order
problems in Dharamshala and in
Rumtek where a third claimant tg
the Karmapa has now emerge

The Economic Times
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Delhi prolongs
Beijing agony.

FROMPRANAY SHARMA IN
NEW DELHI ANDSUJAY GUPTA
IN McLEODGUNJ

Jan. 13: India is trying to ex-
tract maximum diplomatic ad-
vantage from the Chinese dile-
mma over the Karmapa’s fli-
ght by delaying a decision on
how it wants to treat the Bud-
dhist leader though Beijing
today asked Delhi to inform it
about his presence here.

While China has asked India
not to grant political asylum to
the 14-year-old Urgyen Trinley
Dorje, at the same time, it main-
tains that the Karmapa has not
fled Tibet bur gone abroad to buy
musical instruments and black
hats required for the Buddhist
mass.

Delhi wants to take advantage
of this contradiction and await an
official request from Beijing to
discuss the controversy. “How can
the Chinese ask us not to grant

* him asylum when they them-

selves don’t believe he has es-
caped to India and is here to buy
musical instruments and black
hats?” a foreign ministry official
asked.

In a statement this evening, a
spokesman for the Chinese gov-
ernment reiterated that the
Karmapa had gone to Indla to

make purchases and ‘%ed ing so,
he did not mean to Betrpy the
state”.

The statement, howevdqr, asks
is ar-
e 17th
Living Buddha has arrived in
India. But as far as I know India
has not informed the Chinese side

India to inform China of
rival. “It is reported that

about this matter,” the statement
said.

Foreign ministry spokesman
R.S. Jassal still maintains that
Delhi is trying to “look into the
circumstances of the Karmapa’s

sudden arrival”. That this has

been the official line for more
than a week indicates that South

Block is in no hurry to make an
announcement on the Karmapa.

Delhi is treating the teenage
religious leader as a Tibetan

refugee but will not show its cards

until the Karmapa makes a state-

ment on why he fled Tibet. “We

are in no hurry to talk about it till

China approaches us formally on
the issue,” a foreign ministry offi-
cial said.

Amid the tussle for diplomatic

brownie points, the Dalai Lama’s

administration beefed up security

around the Gyoto Rinpoche tem-

ple near Dharamshala where the
Karmapa is staying.
“‘His presence here has been

noticed and reported. We have to

be even more careful because we
are not inclined to move him from
here till we know of India’s deci-
sion,” a minister in the exile gov-
ernment said.

Tibetan officials who are keen
to shift the Buddhist leader to the
bigger Sherab Ling monastery in
Baijnath, about 30 km from
Dharamshala, conceded that the
Karmapa’s stay at the Gyoto tem-
ple could be longer. “We under-
stand India’s position. India can-
not go completely against the Chi-
nese and at the same time we are
dependent on Indian support,”
said a minister.

However, a member of “Ti-
betan parliament-in exile” has re-
quested India to grant asylum to
the Karmapa. Submitting a per-
sonal memorandum to the foreign
ministry, Dolma Gyari asked
Delhi “not to fall under Beijing’s
pressure for deportation of the 14-
year-old boy”.

But South Block is not taking
this appeal too seriously. “We re-
ceive hundreds of petitions daily.
The memorandum submitted by
the Tibetan lady is also being seen
in that context,” an official said.

A 10-member team from
Rumtek monastery — headquar-
ters-in-exile of the Kagyu sect —
called on the Karmapa today.

@ Another report on Page 8
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| and China engaged diplomatlcally

_India asks China
for detullﬂ

Kurmupu journey

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE \g\

NEW DELH], Jan. 14. — Ind today formally
told China that the 17th Karmapa had arrived
in Dharamshala, and asked fo} specific details
about his departure from Tibet pnd the route he
had taken to reach the Himachal Pradesh town.
Ten days after the boy lama’s arrival, India

has been inquiring into for over a week now.
That the two countries were unable to get
beyond the preliminaries in this meeting also
suggests that the decision on the Jama will be
delayed as both countries play for time in order
to ensure greater consonance in their positions.
The desire not to let this issue cloud bilateral
relations came through loud and clear at the end
of the meeting, with the external

over the subject this evening.

.The Chinese ambassador, Mr

Zhou Gang, met the joint secre-
tary (East Asia) in the ministry
of external affairs, Mr TCA

_Rangachari.

Tight-lipped mmist officials
in New Delhi maintained that
the meeting had been requested
by China. The reluctance with
which both sides have engaged in
diplomatic contact over the issue,
with exchanges so far limited to
those through the media, indi-
cates the diplomatic difficulties.

After today’s meeting, the MEA
spokesman said that India had
informed China that the lama,
accompanied by six others,
arrived in Dharamshala on 5

DALAI MEETING

DHARAMSHALA, Jan. 14.
~ The 17th Karmapa today
called on the Dalai Lama for
their second meeting since
the boy monk arrived in
India. Details of the meeting
were not disclosed.

The 14-year-old Karmapa
was taken in a motorcade to
the Dalai Lama’s palace at
McLeodganj this morning
under tight security. It was
snowing at McLeodganj
when the Karmapa reached
there. Due to landslides near
the temple, he had to walk
up to the palace. — SNS

affairs spokesman saying: “Both
countries have noted with satis-
faction the sound momentum in
bilateral relations and the process
of improvement and development
of these relations on the basis of |
Panchsheel by the concerted
efforts of the two countries.”

Sources said India’s attitude
has the Tibetan administration
worried. While the ‘government-
in-exile’ has kept a low profile
over the issue to ensure that the
Indian government is not embar-
rassed, Tibetan officials are wor-
ried that India might sacrifice
the Karmapa’s future to its rela-
tions with China.

The comments of the minister of
state for external affairs on the

January. “He and his entourage

are currently at a monastery near Dharamshala.

They are in good health. The lama is being pro-

vided appropriate security cover.”

India’s request for details about the Karmapa’s
departure from China indicates that New Delhi
still doesn’t have a clear understanding

of the held a_meeting in Raj Ghat today at the
circumstances under which he left, something ion of their march from Kargil elhi in
the government has been maintaining that jt~"support of the Tibetan cause.

contention that the Karmapa had
come to India to collect the instruments he need-
ed, have not gone unnoticed and have been per-
ceived as an indication that the government is
accepting the Chinese logic.

The Himalayan Committee for Action ;ne'?be/t

Imi-

P
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~ASYLUM IN ORDER

J\f‘é Karmapa flees socialist motherland\s

HOULD India be cowed down by Beijing over what lo

like a human rights issue? The answer is no. As details §l-
ter out of the reasons for Urgyen Thinley Dorji’s flight from
Tibet and whether he wants to stay here, it becomes clear that
there are no grounds for refusing him asylum. He was said to
be close to Chinese authorities who described him as a “living
Buddha” and recognised him as the 17th Karmapa of the
Karma Kagyu, “loyal to his socialist motherland”. His mentor,
the Tai Situ Rimpoche, is said to be close to Chinese authori-
ties. The boy himself has left behind a letter saying he did not |
wish to betray “the state, the nation, the monastery or the °
leadership”. Independent Tibetan organisations say the letter
was addressed to monks in the monastery and its contents are
being falsified by the Chinese, besides which Tsurphu, is said
to be surrounded and detention of monks begun. The bottom-
line is that this is a slap on the face of the Chinese and their
attempts to promote a happy Tibetan Buddhist clergy, living
in harmony with the Communist party. The Chinese are
admitting this themselves, implicitly, through bland warnings
issued to the Indian government. It is inconceivable that the
Dalai Lama’s establishment is involved in a Chinese plot to
take possession of ritual objects left behind at the Rumtek
monastery by the last Karmapa, as alleged by the rival Karma
Kagyu faction. The entire Chinese strategy in Tibet is aimed
at undermining the authority of the Dalai Lama.

Nothing is being said about specific problems that the
Karmapa may have had with the Chinese authorities, though
freedom of travel and the right to teach may have something
to do with it. The Karmapa is supposed to have said that his
requests for a visa had been turned down repeatedly. All this
fits in with the pattern of repression in religious matters that
has been reported from China. A Panchen Lama has been
forcibly installed and according to the annual report of the
Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy, more than
1,432 monks and nuns have been expelled from different
monasteries; the “Strike Hard” campaign to bring the clerical
order in line with the views of the party continues apace. The
only reason for denying this boy asylum would be a threat to
internal security. There is a rival faction within the Karma
Kagyu sect, there have been violent clashes in the past. A tus-
sle over control of Rumtek is anticipated, but the bureaucracy
in Dharamshala says the monastery is firmly in the hands of
elements sympathetic to the Karmapa recognised by the Dalai
Lama. There is a threat to the boy’s life. Under no circum-
stances must India be seen to be giving the impression that
compromises on human rights can be considered. The Chinese
do not respect those who kow-tow to them.
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/C(hmese piece in Karmapa

jlgsaw remair

Brahma Chellaney
New Delhi, January 16 ”f\\

NTRIGUE, DECEPTION and
Iair of mystery have made

Chinese-Tibetan puzzle diffi
cult to fully decode: Did China’s
14-year-old Karmapa Lama flee
repression in Tibet, or did Beijing
stage a defection as part of larger
designs?

Preliminary official investiga-
tions do not show that the boy
lama and his entourage slipped
through the heavy Chinese security
cover. On the contrary, the investi-
gations suggest that they had a
fairly smooth passage out of their
Chinese-occupied homeland, indi-
cating that Beijing may at least
have acqulesced in the departure.

As the enigma’s other aspects are
deciphered, the early findings
already make one thing certain:
India, while letting him stay on, is
unlikely to grant him political asy-
lum any time soon or let him trav-
el to Sikkim’s Rumtek monastery.
Publicly, India will remain circum-
spect as investigators try to get to
the bottom of the labyrinthine

story about the 1ama s ﬂlght from
the isolated but heavily guarded
Tsurphu monastery near Lhasa,

What make this story especially
intriguing are the unreliable
accounts, probable motives and
legendary traditions of the main
players.

India has been caught in the mid-
dle of the plot involving the world’s
largest autocracy known for its Sun
Tzu-style unconventional tactics,
two rival Karmapa claimants
backed by foreign interests and
money, the Dalai Lama’s politics,
and a divided Tibetan exile com-
munity. China’s Karmapa has to
contend with a Kalimpong-based
Karmapa supported by Taiwan.

Compounding matters are the
traditions of rivalry and machina-
tions among the four Tibetan reli-
gious orders, particularly between
the Dalai Lama’s Gelug, or “yel-
low hat” school, and the
Karmapa's Kagyu, or “black hat”
school. The Gelug gained ascen-
dance over the Kagyu in the 17th
century, while internecine power
struggles left some child Dalai
Lamas slain.

Karmapa episode

s a puzzle

China has explmM

tional differences and helped split
the Kagyu order. At the centre of
its Karmapa’s selection, investi-
ture, education and “escape” is a
friend of China, Tai Situ Rinpoche,
a Kagyu school regent who was
expelled from India for nearly five
years for alleged anti-national and
criminal activities. His renewed
externment could help untangle
the puzzle.

Indian policy-makers face two
sets of questions, one relating to
China’s possible motives and the
other to the Dalai Lama’s strategy.

If the boy lama was sent to secure
the spiritually vital Black Crown
and be installed at XKagyu's
Rumtek exile headquarters, his
presence in India could aid
Chinese designs both on Sikkim
and the Tibetan exile community.
He who controls Rumtek also con-
trols the school’s $ 1.2 billion
worldwide wealth and commands
influence over many Buddhists liv-
ing in the strategically sensitive
Indian Himalayan arc from
Arunachal Pradesh to Ladakh.

Continued on p#v2 8
A

Continued from page 1
What undergirds India’s concerns
is the fact that China on its maps
still shows Arunachal Pradesh as
its territory, Sikkim as indepen-
dent, and Jammu and Kashmir
(other than the parts it occupies)
as disputed.

The latest escalation of the
Karmapa discord among Tibetan
exiles, with opposing sides step-
ping up their propaganda war and
publicly washing their dirty linen,
can only please Beijing. The boy
lama’s arrival also has given rise to
the spectacle of Indian lobbyists
for China and Free Tibet unsus-
pectingly joining hands by champi-
oning the same Karmapa claimant.

India has yet to figure out the

Dalai Lama’s game. According to
Tibetan customs, there is no role
for the Dalai Lama in the
Karmapa’s selection.

The Dalai Lama’s controversial
1992 endorsement of China’s
Karmapa was driven by purely
political reasons.

To prevent Beijing from
installing a lackey Dalai Lama
after his death, he declarad in 1997
that “my reincarnation will not be
born under Chinese -control™—a
benchmark he has not applied in
the Karmapa case.

With the two Karmapa
claimants, the Black Crown, Kagyu
headquarters and the Dalai Lama
all in India, New Delhi holds the
trump cards.
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Monk’s stay won't
hurt relatiops with
China: Fernandes

The Times of India News Service
and Agencies

NEW DELHI: Defence minister
George Fernandes has said that
allowing Karmapa Urygen Trinley
Dorje to stay on in India will not
violate the Panchseel, the five
principles of peaceful coexistence.
between India and China.

The 17th Karmapa, the spiritual
head of the Kagryu sect of
Buddhists, arrived recently in
Dharmasala, the seat of the Tibetan
government-in-exile, with a few
associates after fleeing from Lhasa.

“If people walk in and want to
stay on for a while they can be
allowed to stay. What is there?”
Mr Fernandes told mediapersons
when asked to comment on
China’s veiled warning that grant-
ing political asylum to the 14-year-
old Tibetan monk would be a vio-
lation of the Panchsheel.

Mr Fernandes said he was not
aware of “any veiled threat”
issued by Beijing to New Delhi on
granting asylum to the Karmapa.
“This is not a matter on which
threats can be made,” he added.

“I don’t think there is any need
to look at this issue which can
impinge on our relations.” he said.
However, the defence minister
clarified: “As far as I know nobody
has asked for political asylum.”

He was speaking on the side-
lines of a seminar on ‘governance
and social justice’. He said the
Karmapa issue will not impinge on
relations with China. “If one has
come to our country and wants to
stay there is no violation of any-
thing. I don’t think we should be
upset over anything related to
that,” he added.

India has unwittingly become
the chessboard of Sino-Tebetan
politics due to the arrival of the 14-
year-old Karmapa Rimpoche. It is

not known what the officials of the
Tibetan government-in-exile
headquartered at Mcleodganj
have told the officials of the for-
eign ministry or the intelligence
bureau. but the large doses of
information being doled out to the
press corps assembled at
Dharamshala did not give the situ-
ation in black and white. A

The main spokesman, ‘minister
of religion and culture’ Tashi
Wangdi told mediapersons that
the Karmapa surfaced at hotel
Bhagsu in Mcleodganj on January
5 and two hours later he went to
meet the Dalai Lgma with Tai Situ
Rimpoche. (2.)352 ) .

But, Tai Sit(1 Rimpoche told this
correspondent at his Sherabling
monastery that he met Karmapa
Rimpoche only towards the after-
noon and after the latter had met
the Dalai Lama. Now, who's telling
the truth?

Again, Wangdi told the media
that the Karmapa could not meet
the press as he was recovering from
his arddous trek to Mcleodganj.
But the Karmapa was seen walking
very easily and comfortably a
ankle-deep snow when he went to
meet the Dalai Lama on Friday.

Defending his position, Wangdi
said that the Karmapa would meet
the press only after his status in
India was clear. But all questions
pertaining to the issue were conve-
niently evaded.

Wangdi took the position that
the Kashag was only informed of
the arrival of the Karmapa at
Mcleodganj and nothing else had
been discussed. The fact is that the
arrival of the Karmapa and its fall-
out has been deliberated at length,
and also about what has transpired
between the ministry of external
affairs and the Tibetan govern-
ment-in-exile.
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Karmapa issue must
not be allowed to hit

ties: Chinese'c envo

The Times of India News Service

PUNE: Chinese ambassador to In-
dia Zhou Gang cautioned that the
on-going controversy over the
Karmapa lama “should not be al-
lowed to have any negative impact

‘ on Sino-Indian relations.”

Speaking at a news conference

| Mr Gang said that India and China

were in the process of beginning a
crucial security dialogue and also fi-

; nalise diplomatic visits at the high-
est level. Bilateral negotiations on

the forthcoming talks had pro-
gressed to an advanced level. “So at
this juncture we hope that the
meeting will take place and the
17th Karmapa’s coming to India
would not be used on Indian soil to
do any political activity against Chi-
na,” Mr Gang said. He also hoped
that the Karmapa’s presence in In-
dia would not be allowed “to dam-
age Sino-Indian relations.”

Mr Gang did not give a categori-
cal reply when asked to react to de-
fence minister George Fernandes’
statement that allowing the Karma-
pa to stay in India would not harm
diplomatic relations with China.

Asked whether it would be ac-
ceptable to China if the Karmapa
decides to stay in India, Mr Gang
said that he did not wish to respond
to hypothetical situations.

“The Chinese government is
worried about the safety of the
Karmapa because of the complexi-
ties here between the various Ti-

Y )
betan sects. We are only asking the |

Indian government to inform us of
his whereabouts,” he said.

Mr Gang who is here to address a
seminar organised by a manage-
ment institute said that the Karma-
pa, before leaving his monastery in
Lhasa, had written a letter about his
visit to India. “He had said that he
wanted to come to India to get mu-
sical instruments for religious mass.
He said that once he gets all this he
will go back. The 17th Karmapa
says in his letter that his going
abroad does not mean betraying
the country, the nation, the
monastery as well as &%e leader-
ship,” Mr Gang saidQwaV s (1 vy~

Mr Gang pointed out that thi€ Chi-
nese government had the right to be
worried about the whereabouts of
Chinese nationals and accordingly
the Indian government was commit-
ted to inform the Chinese side. He
said that India and China were in the
process of finalising the schedule for
the joint observation of the 50th an-
niversary of bilateral relations be-
tween the two nations. China wanted
good relations with both India and
Pakistan and peace and stability in
the region, he said.

The Chinese ambassador said
that the forthcoming bilateral secu-
rity dialogue would address mutual
security concerns, regional security
issues, and exchange views on the
global, political, economic and mili-
tary security.
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»11he Karmapa case

wheels wi

Ugyen Trinley Dorje’s
arrival in India appears
to have triggered
powerful and competing
Jorces whose influence
goes far beyond the
insularity of the
Buddhist religious order
based in Tibet, writes

ATUL AN?AZ b\ \

ROM WHAT init ally appeaned
to be a daring flight of a youkg
Tibetan monk from Chinede
“captivity”, the defection df

Ugyen Trinley Dorje, the 17th Karmap
has acquired much larger dimensions
His arrival in the mountzins near Dha-
ramsala appears to have iriggered pow-
erful and competing forces whose
influence goes far beyond the insularity
of the Buddhist religious order based in
Tibet. The arrival of the Lama, never-
theless, has a powerful religious angle as
it has precipitated a bitter power strug-
gle for control over the five-million-
strong Kagyu sect of Buddhism. The Ka-
gyu sect has an influential following
spread over 300 monasteries worldwide.
The Kagyu sect headed by the Karma-
pas, in the past, had also competed with
the Dalai Lamas for inflience, though
the power struggle was seemingly set-

tled around 350 years ago. Does the ar- .

rival of the Karmapa thercfore threaten
the Dalai Lama, who currently heads the
Tibetan ecclesiastical order?

But more importantly, the defection
of the teenage Lama has & larger politi-
cal spin-off. His arrival, it is apprehend-
ed in Government circles, could
engender a clash of geopolitical inter-
ests between China and India in the
high Himalayas of eastern India.

One key question is: was the defection
masterminded by a section of the Tibe-
tan clergy alone or was it a conspiracy
by China to embarrass India if not raise
security concerns for it?

According to one view, the 14-year-
old monk managed to arrive in India by
evading a lax Chinese surveillance ma-
chinery. Advocates of this view, who do
not see a Chinese hand in the defection,
point out that the escape was possible
because he had gone into ‘retreat” just
before fleeing. According tc the religious
practices of the Kagyu sect, the monk
during “retreat” can be met only by his
tutor. Food also is not brought to him in
person but is pushed into his room.

" Having secured his seclusion, the Kar-
mapa planned his escape from the Tsur-
phu monastery near Lhasa and trekked
into India through the mountains, un-
detected by the Chinese authorities.

A section of the Government here dis-
misses this view, though it is acknowl-
edged that the Lama indeed had gone
into “retreat” last month. According to
sources, the 14-year-old dic! not trek in-
to India, but travelled in a vehicle after
descending from the third or the fourth

G
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floor of the Tsurphu monastery where
he resided.

According to them, a single road
which is heavily pot-holed leads out of
the monastery. For some distance, this
road runs parallel to a river. But seven
bridges, which are manned round the
clock by the Chinese, have to be sub-
sequently crossed before Tibet can be
exited. The teenage Lama’s escape with-
out the full knowledge of, if not abet-
ment by, the Chinese is therefore highly
improbable if not impossible, they say.

Having left Tibet, the Karmapa then
supposedly entered Nepal and after
travelling a long distance in that country
crossed into India somewhere near Go-
rakhpur in Uttar Pradesh.

In case the Chinese helped in pushing
in the Karmapa, what is Beijing's larger
design vis-a-vis India? Analysts here say
that the presence of the Karmapa in In-
dia will naturally generate pressures for
his transfer to the sensitive border State
of Sikkim as the Kagyu sect is headquar-
tered in the Rumtek monastery there.

Rumtek is not an ordinary monastery.

It houses the treasures brought into In-

“dia by the 16th Karmapa, who escaped
with the Dalai Lama in 1959. Besides its

riches, estimated at $1.2 billions, the

wealthy monastery houses the “black

hat”, the symbol of final authority of

this'sect. It also exercises a powerful in-

fluence over the political and economic

elite of the border State.

To assert his undisputed authority
over the five-million-strong diaspora of
the Kagyu sect, the 17th Karmapa will
have to take physical control of the
“black hat” in Rumtek. If this happens,
/it could help China acquire a lever to
influence events in Sikkim. As it is, Chi-
na has not accepted Sikkim'’s merger
with India in 1975. The Karmapa’s in-
stallation in Rumtek will also encourage
the to and fro movement of agent pro-
vocateurs disguised as pilgrims, it is ap-

thinwhe

prehended. The concerns of security
planners here are enharced as the State
is not far from Arunachal Pradesh,
whose status has also been disputed by
China. The presence of Dorje can there-
fore affect India’s eastern defences.

Not surprisingly, powerful forces are
pushing for Dorje’s transfer to Rumntek
monastery. Its chief advocate so far has
been the U.S.- educated monk, Tai Situ
Rimpoche who resides in his monastery
in Beed in Himachal Pradesh. He was
one of the four regents in charge of se-
lecting the 17th Karmapa after the death
of the 16th in Chicago in 1981. The Chi-
nese authorities, the Dalai Lama and the
Tai Situ had accepted Ugyven Trinley
Dorje as the 17th Karmapa. The Tai Situ
has reportedly met the boy-monk sever-
al times since his arrival in India earlier
this month. Incidentally, the Govern-
ment of India had reportedly declared
Tai Situ persona non grata in August
1994, but the restriction was subse-
quently lifted in 1998.

" Pressure for Dorje’s presence in Rum-
tek is also being mounted inside Sikkim.
The Joint Action Committee( JAC) which
is a conglomerate of several Buddhist
organisations in the State threat
take the demand for Dorje’s presen
the State to the streets. Representati
of the Committee are reportedly trav-
elling to Delhi to personally appeal to
the Prime Minister for the Karmapa's in-
stallation in Rumtek.

China watchers here are also exam-
ining a possible U.S. angle in the affair.
The presence of the U.S. special coor-
dinator on Tibet, Ms. Judie Taft, at the
time of the Karmapa's defection has
raised eyebrows here. The Tai Situ’s re-
ported links with influential sections in
the U.S. is also under scrutiny.

As the effort to see the 17th Karmapa
installed in Rumtek intensifies, the fis-
sures within the Kagyu sec: are likely to
deepen. Shamarpa Rimpoche, who has
an impressive following and is also one
of the four regents, hotly disputes the
Tai Situ’s claim. From his seat in Kalim-
pong in the Darjeeling hills he had six
years ago declared 17-year-old Thaye
Dorje the 17th Karmapa.

Thaye Dorje, whom he “discovered”
as the reincarnation of the 16th Karma.
pa in Bhutan, was enthroned as the 17th
Karmapa in a monastery in Delhi in
1994. It is apprehended thar in case the
Karmapa issue festers, it can result in
street clashes between the divided fol-
lowers of the Kagyu sect, with an impact
which would echo well beyond Indian
borders.

The presence of Ugyen Trinley Dorje
in India has curiously put the spotlight
on the Dalai Lama. In case Dorje is a
Chinese “plant”, it could mean that a
future rival for the Tibetan spiritual or-
der, however junior, may have been
landed right into his lap. On the con-
trary, if the 14-year-old monk’s escape is
genuine, and is an act of defiance of the
Chinese, the Dalai Lama may have won
a major battle vis-a-vis Beijing. Analysts
point out that in the absence of Ugyen
Trinley Dorje — officially recognised as
the 17th Karmapa by China — the legiti-
macy of Beijing’s rule in Tibet, to that
extent, gets compromised.
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Jiang Zemin ridicules In

Brahma Chellaney M/\ (71;\ \
_ New Delhi, January 30
\
"¢ HINESE PRESIDENT Jiang Zemin has made
% some highly derogatory references to India in a

... "recent meeting with the head of state of one of
the world's major powers. Even by Chinese standards,
the scorn Jiang poured on India and the warning he
delivered were extraordinary.

For India, Jiang's truculent comments are a
reminder that without a clearheaded, long-term China
policy, it risks further trouble.

Over the years, India has bent backwards to court
China, only to be taken in by its own rhetoric. This was
true of Nehru's Hindi-Chini bhai bhai policy that led
to the 1962 invasion,

Voipayee' pioncering but Belligerence Unprovoked

Chinese the Chinese built up tensions

which the
attacked Vietnam, and Rajiv Gandhi's 1988-initiated
rapprochement process that gave Beijing cover for a
decade of accelerated containment of India. India still
doesn't have a clear China policy. While Fernandes
stated that China is "a bigger potential threat" than
Pakistan, Jaswant Singh gave Beijing a clean chit by
declaring from Chinese soil that it is "not a security
threat to India".

{Jiang's hitherto unrevealed comments make clear
that despite New Delhi's efforts to mollify China,
Beijing treats India as a cpuntry to be threatened,
belittled and kept in check. 5}‘

During the meeting with the foreign dignitary, Jiang
on his own brought up Tibet and the 1962 war with
India. He claimed that India "attacked” China but the

anaraccinn wae rannlecad  Arccardine tn the mee*ing's

transcripts, Jiang said: "If India were to attack China
again, we'll crush it this time.™

¢ went on to tell the head of state that he decided
last year to test out India's defence preparedness by
sending Chinese military patrols across the line of
actual control (LAC). This happened both in Ladakh
while the Kargil war was raging and later along the
Arunachal Pradesh frontier.

Jiang said he summoned governors of the two
provinces adjoining India to Beijing and discussed
India's military alertness and response capability.
"Each time we tested them by sending patrols across,
the Indian soldiers reacted by putting their hands up,"
Jiang said mockingly. It is correct that Chinese mili-
tary patrols sporadically challenged the Indian Army
in Ladakh while Pakistan
was waging war in Ladakh's
Kargil-Dras sectors. Later,

at the other end of the Himalayan border with India
through aggressive military manoeuvres in the Tawang
sector last autumn.

By stepping up the intensity and frequency of hesmil
itary forays across the disputed LAC in Ladakh during
May-July 1999, Beijing conveyed that the Indian Army
could not have its back to the Chinese as it defended
Kargil and Highway 1A. However, Jiang's tone was so
disparaging that even the foreign dignitary and his
aides did not believe that Indian troops had meekly
put their hands up. The fact is that the Chinese sol-
diers retreated whenever challenged by the Indian
side, and in the Tawang area backed out only after a
showdown. In the Ladakh region -- parts of which
China occupies -- the Chinese military has maintained
intensified horder patrolline since last summer
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_“Karmapa issue |
. Jyhust not be
. exploited \/

y Our Staff Reporter

Mr. Zhou Gang, has expressed
the hope that the presence of the
17th Karmapa in India would not
be politically exploited by those
hostile to China. ()T&' . \,\/JVJ

Replying to questions after de-
livering an address on “Fifty
years of China”, under the aus-
pices of the AKG Centre for Re-
search and Studies, Mr. Gang
said today an important cov-
enant of China’s foreign policy
was to establish a long-term
friendly relationship “to streng-
' then unity and cooperation”.

“In spite of the ups and downs,
bilateral relations have regularly
returned to the track of restora-
tion”. In fact, April 2000 is being
celebrated as the golden jubilee
of diplomatic ties between the
two nations with a series of
events, he said.

The Chinese Ambassador un-
derlined the need to strengthen
coordination and collaboration
between the two countries which
had a big role to play in world
, arena as well as in promoting
peace and stability in Asia.
‘“Practice has proved that coop-
eration would benefit both coun-

tries”, Md.
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Chlnese ® envoy “hopes Karmapa S

presenée will not be misused "}

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
Chinese ambassador to India Zhou
Gang on Monday expressed the
hope that India would not allow po-
litical exploitation by “third forces”
of Karmapa’s presence in the coun-
try so that the issue would not dam-
age Sino-Indian ties which had im-
proved recently.

“We hope that his presence here
on the Indian soil should not be
used by any third forces unfriendly
to us to do any political activities
against China”, Mr Gang said
here.

Mr Gang, who was here to deliver
a lecture on invitation from the
CPM-sponsored A.K.G. Studies
and Research Centre, said the Chi-
nese embassy was in touch with the
ministry of external affairs to know
the details regarding the presence
of the 17th Karmapa Ugyen Trinley
Dorje.

“We have the channels of com-
munication between the countries.
Very recently I had been to your
ministry of external affairs and had

talks with the official concerned. I
told him that China and India had
signed the Consult Treaty accord-
ing to which the Chinese side has
the right to ask about the where-
abouts of the Chinese nationals
abroad and the Indian side is com-
mitted to give the information. So
we are still in contact”, the ambas-
sador said.

Meanwhile, leaders of various Ti-
betan organisations on Monday
urged the Centre to grant permis-
sion for “permanent stay” of the
17th Karmapa in India and hoped
“good sense” would prevail over
Beijing and it would give religious
freedom to the people in Tibet.

They strongly denounced reports
of sharp differences among various
Tibetan groups about the stay of
the Karmapa in India to pursue his
spiritual and religious education.

“We thank the government of In-
dia for giving adequate security to
Karmapa Dorje and urge that he be
given permission for permanent
stay in India so that he could con-

tinue his spiritual educatlon
spread the message of peace,”
malayan Buddhist Cultural Ass
ation president Lama Chos
Zotpa said at a special ceremony
held in New Delhi to celebrate the
arrival of Karmapa.

Lama Zotpa regretted specula-
tions in media about “differences”
among Tibetan groups and the law
and order threat due to the arrival

- of the Karmapa in India.

Expressing happiness over the ar-
rival of the Karmapa, member of the
Tibetan Government-in-exile, Dol-
ma Guiari, expressed confidence
that the government would grant
permission for his permanent stay.

She hoped the escape of the
Karmapa from Tibet would be an
eyeopener for the Chinese regime,
giving it “enough wisdom” to grant
religious freedom to the people in
Tibet.

“Hope they (Beijing) will realise
that religion and culture are the
essence of Tibetan people’s life,”
she said. e
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Walking a tig

IBETAN DEVELOPMENTS

have always had the

potential to rock the boat of

Sino-Indian relations over
the last five decades. Mindful of this,
both New Dethi and Beijing have
been trying to play down the
unexpected arrival of one of the top
religious leaders of Tibetan
Buddhism in India. Both sides have
invoked the importance of the five
principles of peaceful coexistence
that should guide the relations
between the two nations.

Even as they remind each other
about Panchsheel, both New Delhi
and Beijing are aware of the
enormous historical baggage on
Tibet that could easily inflame, if
there is a misstep by either side.

A whole range of highly
speculative theories about the arrival
of the 17th Karmapa are doing the
rounds here, including one that
argues that it could be a conspiracy
by Beijing to destabilise the Tibetan
community and put India in a spot.
The argument is based on the
assumption that it would have been
impossible for the l.ama to escape
from China and undertake the
hazardous journey in the middle of a
cold winter without the connivance
of the Chinese authorities at some
level. A more simple and straight-
forward explanation could be that
despite the best efforts of the
Chinese Government, it has huge
problems with the raligious
leadership in Tibet and that the
escape of the Lama is just a
reflection of that fact.

But the Government of India is
determined not to rush to a

htrope

Hd- 230

While both India and China have so jar managed
to avoid any serious tensions on the Karmapa
issue the danger is always there lurking below ¢,
surface, says C. RAJA MOHAN.

judgment on how the 14-year-old
Lama, Ugyen Trinley Dorje, managed
to travel from China to India via
Nepal. Sources in the Ministry of
External Affairs say the Government
has acted with a “great deal of
caution and circumspection’ in
responding to the arrival of the
leader of the Kagyu sect of Tibetan
Buddhism. Sources in the
Government say it has not made up
its mind on what it would do with
the third most important religious
leader of the Tibetan people, and
“will not be stampeded into a
decision” on either granting political
asylum or sending him back to
China. The immediate focus of the
Government is on finding the exact
circumstances under which the
Karmapa managed to travel from
China to India.

Beijing has stated that the
Karmapa has travelled to India to get
valuable heirlooms associated with
the leadership of the Kagyu sect now
located at the Rumtek monastery in
Sikkim, and that his decision was
not meant to “betray” his nation.

Transparency on the Chinese part
in explaining the circumstances of
the Lama’s departure could make it
immensely easier for India to
prevent the generation of any

; . Inisperceptions between the two ...,.;

counteroth India and
China so far managed to avoid
any serious tensions on the issue,

the danger is always there lurking
just below the surface.

As the cause for greater autonomy
for the Tibetan people acquired a
higher political profile in the West
and the United States in particular,
China is deeply suspicious of any
perceived attempt to undermine its
sovereignty over Tibet.

India, on the other hand, has
historic links with the Tibetan people
and has refused to push back
refugees so long as they did not
indulge in political activity against
China on Indian soil. Given the deep
divisions among the various Tibetan
religious sects, and the conflicting
claims for the succession of the
Kagyu leadership the Government it
conscious of the need for
sophisticated handling of the
situation.

India is also aware that the
Karmapa's arrival is likely to create
new political tensions in Sikkim,
where there is a large following for
the Kagyu sect. Thar China has not
yet recognised the incorporation of
Sikkim into India in 1975 adds
another dimension to the Lama’s

..:arrival in India.
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mapa lamas have been historically
responsible for identifying the Karma-
pa’s legitimate reincarnation. Using
the Kagyu school’s traditional meth-
ods, I selected Thaye Dorje as the true
reincarnation of the Karmapa.

I respect the Dalai Lama as the ruler
of Tibet, but I do not give away the
Karma Kagyu school’s spiritual au-
thority to his government-in-exile. For
example, the Nyingma school faced
competing reincarnations in 1992,
which is the same year Situ appointed
Ugyen Trinlay. At that time, the Dalai
Lama backed one nominee as the
reincarnation of Dujom Rinpoche,
the highest Nyingma lama. On the
other hand, Nyingma Chadral Rin-
poche recognised another candidate,
and all Nyingma disciples followed
their own school’s choice. No harm
was done to their lineage, because
there was no traitor in their school.

Nevertheless, I have *compromised
with the Chinese Karmapa'’s support-
ers, and I am still willing to do so.

In 1995, 1 discussed a compromise
with Drugchu Lachaungpa, a former
Sikkim power minister and member
of of the Joint Action Committee,
and Palden Lachaungpa, Sikkim's
chairman of the Ecclesiastical
Department. Both sought me out to
resolve the Karmapa problem.

I said, “Tai Situ is a Buddhist

teacher, and so am 1. We should both
behave accordingly. Therefore, we
should both respect each other’s
nominee, which would prevent any
schism in the lineage.” Drugchu,
then, asked me as to who would own
the Rumtek Monastery. 1 explained
that since the Chinese government
had authorised Ugyen Trinlay to take
over Tsurphu, which was the
Karmapa's traditional seat in Tibet, it
was only logical to allow my nominee,
the Indian Karmapa, to take the
Rumtek monastery in India.

At that point, Drugchu asked how the
Karmapa Charitable Trust will award
ownership of the property. Answering
in my capacity as a trustee, and not as
spiritual leader, I stated that the Trust
had no legal authority to determine
who the legitimate Karmapa was.

According to the Trust’s legal rules, it'
must hand over its assets to the
Karmapa when he reaches the age of
21. Therefore, the Trust must hand
over its assets to both the Indian and
Chinese Karmapa when they are 21
years old. At that point, the Karmapas
themselves must decide who owns
what property. Obviously, I added the
caveat that the Chinese Karmapa must
be an Indian to own property in India.

The writer leads the faction that backs
the rival to the Chinese Karmapa



