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NEW DELHI, AUG. 31. India is seeking
to add a powerful cultural dlmen—
sion to its economic diplomacy in
South East Asia by encouraging
business contacts between the
people residing in the Mekong
and Ganga deltas.

The External Affairs Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, is visiting
Vientaine, capital of Laos, in early
November to formally launch the
Ganga-Mekong  Swarnabhoomi
project. The Foreign Ministers of
Thailand, Myanmar, Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodia will be pre-
sent on the occasion.

“Both the Ganga and the Me-
kong are civilisational rivers and
the project aims to facilitate clos-
er contacts among the people in-
habiting these two river basins,” a
Foreign Office official said.

The aim of the project was to
exploit the historically driven
“natural connectivity” among the
people of the two deltas. It was
also aimed at improving the com-
munication links between India

and the region. This involves con-

_Jaswant to

By Atul Aneja ) /\3\

struction of %s sian railway
lines, roads and establishment of
new air links. Most of these pro-
posals were likely to fall within
the ambit of the Asian Highway
project, sponsored by ESCAP.
Promotion of tourism was a
natural fall-out of better commu-
nication links. Preliminary dis-
cussions showed that “pilgrim
tourism” which includes travel by
the people of the region to Budd-
hist pilgrimage sites in the six
countries was promising. With
“human resource development”
being yet another focal area, India
had offered to train the people in
the region in Information Tech-
nology. L e
The External Affairs Minister’s
meetings in Laos were likely to be
preceded by an official visit to
Vietnam. In Vietnam, Mr. Singh
may concretise agreements in the
areas already identified. India and
Vietnam- the curreqit chairman of
the Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN)- have al-
ready identified a common eco-
nomic and defence agenda.
Vietnam’s Ambassador to In-

visit Vietnam

dla, Mr. Pham Sy Tam, told The
Hindu that Hanoi and New Delhi
were likely to expand their coop-
eration in the oil and gas sector.
The Oil and Natural Gas Commis-
sion (ONGC) had pledged 250
million dollars for developing an
off-shore natural gas field in Viet-
nam. Besides, Vietnam which ex-
ported around 16.8 million
tonnes of crude globally, was ne-
gotiating a tie-up on oil sale with
Reliance Corporation. Vietnam’s
presence on India’s energy secu-
rity map was likely to push up the
trade which stood at a modest 150
million dollars dramatically.

Vietnam which was rapidly ex-
panding its hi-technology base
was looking at tapping the Indian
market for computer monitors
and colour televisions. Export of
coal, construction material, in-
cluding decorative bricks and ce-
ramic items, were some of the
other thrust areas, Mr. Pham said.

India and Vietnam were keen
on cooperation in the security
arena. Both were likely to hold
joint naval exercises and enhance
the training of personnel, he said.
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NEW DELHI, July 10. — India
today discussed ways to deep-
en its engagement with the
ASEAN and countries of the
Mekong basin.

The issue was discussed dur-
ing talks between the visiting
Thailand foreign minister, Dr
Surin Pitsuwan, and the exter-
nal affairs minister, Mr
Jaswant Singh, today.

Dr Pitsuwan is here both as
the Thai foreign minister and
also as the chairman of the

i ASEAN post-ministerial con- |
ference scheduled to be held in
Thailand later this month.

The two countries signed
agreements for bilateral invest-
ment promotion and protection
and for peaceful use of nuclear
energy.

The two leaders also dis-
cussed progress on the ex-
tradition treaty. India was

' informed that the treaty would

i be taken up by the Thai Cab-
inet soon. The treaty assumes
relevance because of the arrest
of the NSCN leader Th Muivah
in Thailand recently.

The two leaders also dis-
cussed a proposal mooted by
Dr Pitsuwan to have a mecha-
nism that would not only set
up ‘a long term perspective on
relations but also suggest mid-
course corrections if necessary.

They discussed the
Transasian highway project.
India’s cooperation witl
Thailand and other ASEAN
countries in the area of infor-
mation technology was also
discussed. UN reforms were
also discussed at the meeting.
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By Our Special Correspondent C)

e

‘basis. He felt there was more

NEW DELHI, JULY 10. The visiting
Foreign Minister of Thailand, Dr.
Surin Pitsuwan, today discussed
reforms in the United Nations
with his Indian counterpart, Mr.
jaswant Singh, as part of the at-
tempt by developing countries to
make the multilateral body more
relevant and responsive in the
contemporary context. Thailand
is also understood to have agreed
in principle with India’s attempt
to obtain a seat in the UN Security
Council.

Dr. Surin impressed oh the
need to work out a mechanidm for
monitoring and encouraging bi-
lateral interaction on a long-term

scope for cooperation as India
shared historic ties with countries
in the Mekong basin. The two
Ministers also discussed the sign-
ing of an extradition treaty, with
Dr. Surin assuring India that the
Thai Cabinet will take up the issue
in the near future.

Referring to the agreements for
promotion and protection of in-
vestments and on utilising atomic
energy for peaceful purposes
which were signed today with Mr,
Jaswant Singh, the Thai Minister
felt they reflected the willingness
by both countries to address
“outstanding obstacles’".

Later, speaking at his only pub-
lic engagement of the day, Dr. Su-
rin felt Governments of both
countries should act as catalysts
to “jump start” bilateral econom-
ic relations which have hit a plat-
eau.

Now that the economic crisis in
South-East Asian countries had
abated, the time was opportune
to impart a fresh momentum to
bilateral economic activities, he

acks India’s bid for

The Foreign Minister of Thailand, Dr. Surin Pitsuwan,

being welcomed by the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B.
Vajpayee, at the latter’s residence in New Delhi on
‘Monday. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

told industrialists belonging to
the Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII) here.

Though there was significant
room for expansion of bilateral
trade, the Foreign Minister said
there were “some challenges’” in
the way of “fullest cooperation”.

Chief among them was the
ponderous system of approving
foreign investment proposals, Dr.
Surin said. ““The efforts of the pri-
vate sector will be blunted with-
out the active and serious
participation of the Indian Gov-
ernment. (It) should keep up its
excellent work and commitment
in improving the investment en-
vironment for foreigners, such as

through the future development
of a one-stop-shop service,” he
observed.

The Minister dwelt on five sec-
tors which had significant poten-
tial for growth and, therefore,
“deserve our fullest attention and
interest”’. These were the com-
puter industry, the IT and e-com-
merce industry, agro,
construction and tourism. In each
of these, the two nations shared
cornmon ground and could com-
plement each other’s strengths.

In the computer and computer
software industry, for instance,
Ingdia had highly skilled personnel
i software development while

e P

U.N. seat

Thailand excelled in hardware
production.

“I envision that our close col-
laboration could engender our
two nations to become digital
partners who can provide bun-
dles of high quality computers
and software for the global mar-
ketplace. To take this idea further,
India could very well be the coun-
try of choice for customised soft-
ware development while Thailand
could be the one for computer
hardwate in the future,” he ex-
pounded. Dr. Surin also saw simi-
lar synergies in the other four
areas.

MoU on agriculture
to be signed soon
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 10. A Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) for
cooperation between India and
Thailand in the field of agriculture
is likely to be signed shortly.

The Union Cabinet has already
accorded its approval for the
MoU, while Dr. Pitsuwan, has ex-
pressed his keenness on signing
of the MoU. Incidentally, Mr. Pit-
suwan has himself been a student
of an Indian Agriculture Universi-

ty.

During a meeting with Mr. Pit-
suwan, the Union Agriculture
Minister, Mr. Nitish Kumar, ex-
pressed his willingness to extend
cooperation and all assistance to
Thailand in the field of agriculture
for mutual benefit.

.India and Thailand are mem-
bers of Bangladesh, India, Myan-
mar, Sri Lanka and Thai
Economic Cooperation (BIMST—
EC) and Indian Ocean Rim Asso-
ciation-Regional Cooperation
(IOR—ARC) which has 19 -
bers.
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v’ out of Islamic world: Wahid

By Amit Baruah

w9~ L
ISLAMABAD, JUNE 16 The visiting In%on sian
President, Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid, teday
delivered an important message to Pakis
that India with “more than 80 million Mus-
lims” - could not be considered “out of the
Islamic world”. Addressing a joint press con-
ference with the Pakistani Chief Executive,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, the Indonesian Presi-
dent took the diplomatic path while dealing
with Kashmir and the issue of alleged human
rights violations.

In response to a question on Kashmir and

. India “not implementing” the U.N. resolu-

tions, Mr. Wahid said Indonesia was “taking
the position of Pakistan that everything
should be discussed (with India)”. Negotia-
tions, he stressed, was the main factor in in-
ternational diplomacy today.

In what appeared to belittle the U.N. reso-
lutions, Mr. Wahid said he was too old to re-
member “solutions” and their “numbers”. It
was “too old” for him, the President stated.
In his view, Indonesia was “on the side of the
Pakistanis without neglecting the Indians”.

Coming out in support of negotiations be-
tween India and Pakistan, Mr. Wahid stated
that not all things could be forced on every-
body. Today, he said, India was speaking of

negotiations with conditions; who knows
what could happen later? Mr. Wahid said he
told Gen. Musharraf in Havana recently that
he should not be disappointed with such a
response.

On Indonesia playing the role of mediator
between the two countries, Mr. Wahid said
such a request had to come from both sides -
not only from Pakistan, but also from India.
This issue, he said, had to be dealt with real-
istically. If there was a request from both
sides, Indonesia was prepared to mediate.

Supporting Pakistan’s entry into the Asian
Regional Forum (ARF), Mr. Wahid said it was
not “not clear” whether all Indian Muslims
were suffering discrimination when asked
about the killing of “80,000 Muslims” in
Kashmir. .

Referring to the long tradition in India
where Muslims were in Government, Mr. Wa-
hid took the names of Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad, Dr. Zakir Hussain and currently those
of persons like Mr. Waheeduddin Khan and
Mr. Asghar Ali Engineer. The Indonesian
President said if there was discrimination
against Muslims in India, Jakarta would take
it up with New Delhi. But, he said, it was not
clear that this was happening.

Maintaining that this did not mean he did
not care for people’s stffering, Mr. Wahid
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told the questioner: “If several thousand peo-
ple, as you say, have something done to
them, then we have to say there is no smoke
without fire. I would like to examine not only
the smoke, but also the fire.”

While he did not explain his definition of
the “smoke and the fire”, Mr. Wahid was,
clearly, referring to the conditions behind the
trouble in Indian Kashmir and, possibly, re-
ferring to the role of Pakistan in the situation
there. Charting his own course on India-Pa-
kistan relations, the President was, however,
more supportive of Gen. Musharraf and his
military regime. Mr. Wahid said there were
good and bad people in both the Army and
civilian institutions. Democracy, he said, was
not only about who rules — but about the
eradication of corruption and the rule of law,
among other things.

Interestingly, while there was a joint press
conference, no joint statement was issued.
Both Mr. Wahid and Gen. Musharraf made
reference to the need to enhance economic
cooperation, but no concrete announce-
ments were made. Mr. Wahid did, however,
say that his Commerce Minister would short-
ly visit Pakistan to work out details of specific
cooperation between Jakarta and Islamabad.
The President also referred to Indonesia
making military purchases from Pakistan.
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BANGKOK, MAY 19. With the “‘secu-
rity implications of globalisation”
becoming the new buzzword of
the Association of South-East
Asian Nations' Regional Forum
(ARF), India on Thursday diversi-
fied its diplomatic activism within
this elite group by taking the ini-
tiative for fashioning a collective
strategy to combat international
piracy, a key new concern in the
wider domain of security issues.
At the ARF’s meeting of senior
officials in Bangkok on Thursday,
India circulated a concept paper
on anti-piracy issués and offered
to host a workshop for the forum
members on this subject in Mum-
bai next October. The ARF con-
sists of all the members of the
Association of South East Asian
Nations and a host of major and
medium powers, like the U.S. as
also Japan and China, besides In-
dia, with whom the ASEAN engag-
¢s in a dialogue on security

i questions of direct concern.

India announced its new ARF
initiative even as the diplomatic
pressure on it over its nuclear
arms testing continued to ease in-
side this forum without evaporat-
ing altogether, though.

Asked about the receding ARF
focus over India’s nuclear arma-
ment option, a senior official of
the host country, Thailand, con-
firmed that the current level of
the forum’'s collective concern
was not as severe as it was in 1998.
A series of steps taken by India,
inclusive of the enunciation of a
nuclear security doctrine  of

! peaceful intentions, has transpar-

g/gises
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anti-piracy

isSie at ARF meet

tly brought into being a new
ground reality. Without explicitly
citing this as the factor at work,
the senior Thai official indicated
that India's nuclear profile was
still “‘at the back of the minds of
some countries’’ at present.

A U.S. delegate hinted that the
South Asian nuclear arms ques-
tion still caused a blip on the
ARF’s vadar screen. It is under-
stood that the U.S. and the Eu-
ropean Union referred to the
Indian nuclear security posture at
the ARF session. The ASEAN
countries, on the other hand, did
not express any apprehensions,
while Australia as also Canada
and China, who had been haw-
kish in the past against India’s nu-
clear compulsions, did not seek to
flay New Delhi on Thursday. Even
Japan appeared to have struck a
subdued note on the larger South
Asian nuclear scene.

However, in view of the linger-
ing references to the Indian nu-
clear issue, there was still no
finality about whether it would be
taken off the ARF agenda ahead of
the forum’s annual ministerial
meeting scheduled to be held
here later.

With the ARF turning its spot-
light on the security- related con-
sequences of globalisation as the
prime issue, at Thailand’s sug- .
gestion, the participants, includ-
ing India, began taking a close at
the varied aspects of the con-
cept.

The ARF officials today reached
a consensus to recommend to the
Foreign Ministers of member-
States that North Korea be admit- |
ted to the forum.
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/lakarta eyes Indjan investments

By V. Jayanth L. Q’

CHENNAL, APRIL 9. With India-Indo-
nesia ties on the upswing follow-
ing the February visit of the
Indonesian President, Mr. Abdur-
rahman Wahid, the two Govern-
ments are
avenues to enhance bilateral
trade and cooperation.

Though bilateral trade has been
maintaining a steady growth in
recent years, the economic melt-
down in 1997 created major prob-
lems. Even then, Indonesia's
trade with India did not suffer to
extent it did with other countries.

Despite the continuing political
strife and protests by youth on
some islands, Indonesia remains
an attractive tourist destination.
But Jakarta is now keen on forging
stronger economic links with In-
dia and is inviting Indian industry
to look at opportunities in a reviv-
ing and diversifying economy.

Mr. Zakaria Soemintaatmadja,
who took over as Indonesia’s Am-
bassador to India early this year,
has arrived on his first visit to
Chennai. He will familiarise him-

exploring various

W

self with the industrial, trade and
cultural circles here in a bid to
strengthen bonds.

In recent years, tourist arrivals
from India are stated to be on the
rise. Indonesia is hoping to re-
ceive over five million tourists
from around the world in 2000,
from a conservative 3.93 million
in 1999. The tourism industry
earned foreign exchange of about
$ 4.4 billion last year.

According to Indonesia’s Hon.
Consul here, Ms. S.M. Padamsee,
the new Ambassador was keen on
forging new ties with Indian in-
dustry and would meet leading
industrialists during his visit.

Mr. Suresh Krishna and Mrs.
Mallika Srinivasan are among the
group of industrialists Mr. Soe-
mintaatmadja will meet. The Am-
bassador also will call on the
Tamil Nadu Governor at the Raj
Bhavan and meet top officials of
the State Government.

During the past few years, hun-
dreds of professionals from Tamil
Nadu had taken up jobs in Indo-
nesia. But after the 1997 crisis,

many bf them returnegd because
of the collapse of som§ compa-
nies and the severe finandal criss
faced by others. With the Indone-
sian economy projected to grow
by nearly 4 per cent in 2000, these
doors could open again.

But more important, the Indo-
nesian Government is looking for
more investments in strategic
sectors from India. Even during
the difficult year that has gone by,
the Investment Coordinating
Board approved total foreign in-
vestments of $ 10.6 billion.

Though an Indian delegation
visited Indonesia last year to look
at the investment potential and
explore the feasibility of taking
over some of the collapsed com-
panies, nothing much came out
of it.Indonesian authorities now
feel that the industrial climate has
improved and the private sector
in India could look closely at sec-
tors such as textiles, automotive
parts, pharmaceuticals, IT and
software. Collaboration in the
field of education, especially
technical, may be welcome.
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SINGAPORE, APRIL 9. The Associ-
ation of South East Asian Nations’
Regional Forum (ARF) may drop
the Indian nuclear armament is-
sues from its checklist of prime
concerns in the present circum-
stances.

India’s participation in the ARF
activities is also likely to enter a
new phase of hosting significant
events. The prospects of a major
diplomatic dividend for India
brightened as the ARF Interses-
sional Support Group (ISG), a
body of experts, concluded its
meeting here yesterday, accord-
ing to informed sources.

The 1SG, at its previous meeting
in Tokyo last November, kept the
South Asian nuclear issues in fo-
cus, indicating that the situation
in the subcontinent would (still)
need to be “‘watched.”

However, the Group has now
displayed a willingness to let In-
dia’s nuclear security profile re-
cede from the forum's radar
screen, according to sources fa-
miliar with the deliberations. The
Tokyo formulation is understood
to have been whittled down, and
it may even be scrapped.

The ARF Ministers earlier, at
their annual meeting held in Sin-
gapore last year, spoke of the
“support” among themselves for
“encouraging states (India and
Pakistan)} which had tested nucle-
ar weapons last year (1998) to ex-
ercise restraint’” and to adhere to
the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty as also to “revive the La-
hore process”. This formulation
pleased India which, however,
dissociated itself from the pas-
sage it could not agree with at the
Manila meeting in 1998.

True to the ARF traditions, the
[SG’s latest report, prepared by
Singapore and Japan as co-chair-

all participants. But it sums up
the overall “'sense” of the deliber-
ations and it would be discussed
by senior officials of the ARF in
Bangkok next month. [ts annual
session would also take place
there later.

Given these sequential require-
ments, the final fine print on the
issues of direct interest to India
would be known only at the con-
clusion of the ARF’s annual ses-
sion later this year.

Now the ISG’s latest report will
still needed to be vetted by the
ARF’s senior officials in Bangkok
next month ahead of the minis-
terial meeting there later.

The progress achieved by India
on this score since the ARF meet-
ing in Manila in 1998 is traceable
to New Delhi’s diplomacy and pa-
tient endeavours engaging the
key players of the association.

The ARF is an elite multilateral
security grouping that brings to-
gether prominent global and re-
gional players such as the U.S. as
also India. The Indian delegation
to the ISG meeting was led by M.
Rakesh Sood, Joint Secretary (Dis-
armament and International Se-
curity Affairs).

Indications are that India
would, if formally appreved at the
prospective  ARF  ministerial
meeting in Bangkok, host a work-
shop on anti-piracy questions in
New Delhi in October this year.
India may also co-chair an inter-
sessional group in 2001- 2002.

The just-concluded 1SG meet-
ing took place in Singapore fol-
lowing Mr. Bill Clinton's recent
visit to India and the enunciation
of a bilateral “'Vision” statement.
However, while the strategic-se-
curity dimension of the new U.S.-
India equation did not define or
dominate the overall ISG pro-
ceedings, the outcome of the de-

Andia’s nuclear profile may go
.47, off ARF radar screen

liberations was reflecti
Delhi’s “accelerated

sive  diplomacy” recent
months, with many of*the ARF
participants.

Most of these interlocutors —
the leaders of ASEAN countries
such as Singapore, Indonesia,
Vietnam and Cambodia at one
end of the spectrum and the U.S.
President and the Australian For-
eign Minister, at the other end —
visited India during this period.

The other factors that lent “mo-
mentum” to New Delhi’s diplo-
matic efforts at the ISG meeting
were a beginning in India’s secu-
rity dialogue with China, besides
the thaw in the Indo-Japanese ties
in the wake of differences over the
nuclear arms question.

india, Bahrain pact
on air services

NEW DELHI, APRIL 9. India and Bah-
rain have signed an air services
agreement under which each side
can designate up to two airlines.

The agreement was signed by
the Civil Aviation Minister, Mr.
Sharad Yadav, and the Minister of
Transportation of Bahrain, Sheikh
Ali Bin Kalifa Bin Salman al Khali-
fa.Under the agreement, India
can operate two Bahrain via any
intermediate point in Asia exclud-
ing points in the UAE, Oman and
Qatar and go beyond to any point
in Europe, north America and
Asia excluding points in these gulf
countries.

The designated Airline of Bah-
rain can operate to Mumbai, Del-
hi, Calcutta, Chennai and
Thiruvananthapuram via Doha,
Muscat and points in the UAE.
There are no traffic rights to be-
yond points, an official release

said. — UNI /
o
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~India, Vietnam p

By Atul Aneja ‘d() . \

CALCUTTA, APRIL 14. With high
stakes in the uninterrupted flow
of commercial shipping, the Indi-
an Navy has “an interest” in the
ocean space extending from the
North of the Arabian Sea to the
South China Sea, the Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes,
has said.

In his address while commis-
sioning India’s 3,600 tonne war-
ship, INS Brahmaputra, the
Defence Minister indicated that
Japan and Vietnam were emerg-
ing as India’s key strategic part-
ners for countering piracy from
the Indian waters to the South
China sea. According to sources
in the Navy, the stretch from In-
dia to the Malacca Straits, the
gateway to South East Asia, was
highly prone to piracy. The rescue
of a hijacked Japanese cargo ship
recently by the Navy had high-
lighted New Delhi and Tokyo's
common strategic stake in coop-
erating in these waters.

India and Vietnam were also
partners in safeguarding com-
mercial sea lanes. During the re-
cent visit of the Defence Minister
to Vietnam, the Sea police of Viet-
nam and the Indian Navy have
decided to work together to pro-
tect the commercial highways.
“Our (India’s) area of interest
therefore extends from the North
of the Arabian sea to the South
China sea,” Mr. Fernandes ob-
served.

The commissioning of the
Brahmaputra is part of India’s ef-
forts to beef up its naval forces

Mr. George Fernéndeé, Defence Minister, talking to the Chief of

artners in saf

Naval Staff, Admiral Sushil Kumar, during the launch of INS
Brahmaputra in Calcutta on Friday.
—- Photo: Sushanta Patronobish

especially along its western coast-
line. Not surprisingly the com-
missioning of the INS
Brahmaputra has been preceded
by the induction of the Aditya, a
fleet tanker. India now has three

fleet tankers which can fuel war-
ships in the high seas. As resuli,
their presence gives the Navy a
longer “blue water” reach.

This year is also likely to wit-
ness the induction of six other

warships as well as the commis-
sioning of a Kilo class submarine
which can fire missiles towards
land targets for the first time.

The hull of five other ships in-
cluding two Russian built Khrivak
class frigates would also be ready
this year. “From the foundation
stage to comimissioning, it takes
around three more years to com-
plete the ship,” a Naval officer at
the Garden reach shipyard where
the Brahmaputra has been built
said.

By the end of this year, the keel,
which is the first step to construc-
tion, of two guided missile frigates
will also be laid. These comprise,
the Nilgiri, which will have exten-
sive ‘stealth features” and will be
therefore hard to detect, as well as
a Tabar class frigate which will be
built at the Baltiskyie shipyard in
St. Petersburg.

Besides, the Navy is in the final
stages of negotiating the purchase
of the 40,000 tonne aircraft carri-
er, Admiral Gorshkov from Rus-
sia.

Sources here pointed out that
the Navy was focusing on acquir-
ing an ability to attack land tar-
gets from the sea. Not
surprisingly, the Dhanush ballis-
tic missile, which is the Naval var-
iant of the Prithvi system was
fired from the warship, Subhadra,
on Monday for this purpose. The
launch was, however, “experi-
mental” and several more tests
may be required to make this
weapon battle worthy. The
mounting of the 300 km range
Russian built Klub class cruise
missiles on the new Kilo calls sub-

eguarding sea lanes

marines and the three Khrivak
class frigates which India will ac-
quire from Russia subsequently
will also enhance the credibility of
the Navy’s land-attack capability,
the Chief of the Naval Staff, Admi-
ral Sushil Kumar, who was also
present on the occasion said.

The Brahmaputra class frigate,
despite having a similar hull to
the Godavari calls ships which
were commissioned a decade ago
is distinct on other counts. 1ts 16
Uran missiles can strike a target of
100 km range — a feat which
none of the earlier frigates with
India can match. Long range
punch is also acquired through
the Sea Eagle missiles which are
mounted on two Sea King heli-
copters. These missiles can attack
at arange of 450 km, while under-
water rockets and torpedoes on
the ship can decimate hostile
submarines.

The indigenous content of the
Brahmaputra is very high as most
of the electronic sensors, unlike
other ships, have been manufac-
tured within the country. This in-
cludes the Humvad Sonar which
is especially suited to the unique
conditions of Indian waters. ‘‘The
Humvad can distinguish between
the redundant and the relevant
noises which are naturally gener-
ated in the Arabian Sea and the
Bay of Bengal. It also functions
normally in the around the seven
depth bands of Indian waters
which would otherwise make the
detection of hostile submarines

difficult,” a Naval officer sai;i//
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/&' WOOING A MILITARY JUNTA Yo/

BY ROLLING ONT the red carpet to the Myan-
mar military juntXs senior leader, Gen. Maung
Aye, the Vajpayee Government has signalled
an uncalled for warmth in relations with
Myanmar but the rationale for such an enthu-
siastic gesture is not really clear. It is a reversal
of a long-standing policy of supporting the
forces of democracy in a land that has suffered
most of its independent years under one mil-
itary junta after another. There might be some
merit in keeping any regime in Yangon en-
gaged rather than ostracising it, particularly
since sanctions have tended to penalise the
innocent civilians without really hurting the
repressive regimes against which they are di-
rected. Yangon’s cooperation in tackling in-
surgency in the Northeast and stepping up
security along the vital sea lanes and its role as
a gateway to the Southeast Asian region have
been cited for the initiative to step up cooper-
ation with the regime. New Delhi had by the
mid-1990s recognised these and begun to en-
gage the junta, also mindful of the reality that
other powers have been more than willing to
fill the vacuum in a strategically vital neigh-
bourhood.

The pursuit of the national interest should
not however come at the cost of the basic prir-
ciples for which the country has stood the past
half a century. For, whatever the merits of the
change of policy direction, the cozying up to
the military regime in Yangon is bound to have
the effect of undermining the valiant struggle
the Nobel laureate, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, has
been waging under extraordinarily trying cir-
cumstances in Myanmar. New Delhi had been
one of the staunchest supporters of the dec-

ades-long democracy movement in Myanmar
led by Ms. Suu Kyi. After a brief respite, she is
again under house arrest. But the junta has
failed to break her spirit or silence the voice of
protest despite feverish attempts. In its efforts
to gain global legitimacy, the regime won a
major victory when the ASEAN granted it
membership after a long internal debate. The
current eagerly sought endorsement from New
Dethi would unfortunately reinforce that legit-
imacy but comes at an inauspicious time,
close on the heels of a major defeat suffered at
the International Labour Organisation which
has decided to impose sanctions.

The decision to embrace Gen. Maung also
exposes New Delhi’s doublespeak. Hardly six
months ago, the country’s representatives had
argued vehemently at the forum of the Non-
Aligned Movement for expulsion of military
regimes that had seized power by ousting
democratic Governments. The target then was
Pakistan. What was — and continues to be —
applicable to the neighbour to the west is ap-
parently not thought applicable to the new-
found friend in the strategic east. Here is a
junta that has defied international opinion by
continuing its repressive measures. Instead of
legitimising the regime, New Delhi must re-
double the effort to help Myanmar return to
democratigc rule. India’s national interest will
be better served by engaging a democratic so-
ciety that observes the rule of law and not by
courting a repressive regime. Any engagement
of Yangon must have but one goal: lessen the
military's hold on the impoverished societ,
and move that country towards democracy’ //
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City police miss
Thai deadline,

W 1§

reed \”

Rajan 18

By S. Balakrishnan
The Times of India News Service

MUMBAL The Mumbai police
team which went to Bangkok on
Thursday to bring back Chhota
Rajan failed to meet the 9 am.
deadline set by the Thai police.
Underworld don Chhota Rajan
was injured in an attack by the
Dawood Ibrahim gang on
September 15.

Sources in the Maharashtra gov-
ernment said the Centre had been
dilly-dallying over the question of
sending the city police
team to Bangkok till the
{ast moment.

A three-member police [
team comprising assistant
commissioner  Shankar
Kamble, inspector
Sudhakar Pujari and sub-
inspector Hemant Desai
had been waiting for cen-
tral clearance for five days.
The team was t0
leave on Sunday,

shodld not be allowed to leave
Thailand. Apparently, the passport
was issued in Mumbai.

It is learnt that the Thai police
has permitted the Mumbai police
team to question Chhota Rajan
who is still under medical atten-
tion. The don has reportedly
declined to speak to the Mumbai
police citing health reasons. It is
also learnt that the city police will
seek to interrogate the attackers
of Chhota Rajan who are in Thai
police custody.

Sources said efforts
were already underway to
take Chhota Rajan out of
Thailand to a secret desti-
nation.

Meanwhile, top aides of
Chhota Rajan like Guru
Satam and Ravi Poojari
and his financiers have
already moved into the

Chhota Rajan  Thai capital to ensure his

safety in view of
- the threat by

but on Saturday | ¢ Central govt. is accused of Ehltlg;a gi}:iaeke%lf,
afternoon a sen- | dijly-dallylng about clearance | 1y "y o o d
ior official of the § * of nofice team W o
Union  home Tbrahim, to track
department .mlandinBangknkm him down
called Mumbai | 9 8&m.deadiine on Thursday | kill him.
police commis- for Rajan’s release Sources said
sioner M. N.|e Thaigovt aliows Rajan’s the Centre, which
Singh asking him |  interrogation; don refuses to had in the past
to put the trip on | = meet Indian team %SQd . Ch}lot_a
ajan to elimi-

hold pending a ™=
green signal from the Thai govern-
ment.

The go-ahead finally came on
Wednesday evening when Mr
Singh got a call from the Union
home department. “The first avail-
able flight to Bangkok was on
Thursday at 5 a.m. and according-
ly the team to flew to the Thai cap-
ital. But by the time it landed in
Bangkok, the 9 a.m. deadline had
expired and Chhota Rajan was a
free man,” a police official told
this newspaper.

Sources said the police team
went to the Indian embassy to get
a warrant issued by a cour{ and
other documents attested # laid
down by Thai rules. But by then
Chhota Rajan was released by the
Bangkok police. The don is not
wanted for any offence in
Thailand.

The police team pointed out
that he even though his passport
was genuine it was under a false
name, Vijay Daman, and hence he

nate ISI agents in Kathmandu,
Mumbeai and elsewhere, was delib-
erately going soft on the don.
There is a suggestion of a quid pro
quo between him and the Centre.
“ T will not be surprised if central
agencies are helping him in return
for services rendered by him in the
past, though 1 am sceptical about
how useful he is to the govern-
ment at this juncture i view of his
poor health,” a senior police offi-
cial said.

Agencies add from Bangkok:
Chhota Rajan will be a free man
after his release papers are signed,
Thai immigration police chief
Hemaraj Thereethai told journal-
ists. A visa case against him had
been closed after he paid a fine of
500 baht (Rs 500) as directed by a
court last Tuesday. Rajan alias
Vijay Kadam is free to go wherev-
er he wants to, the commissioner
said. Rajan’s lawyer Sirichai
Piyaphichetkul said the gangstel

will leave Thailand very soon. /
N - 7
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Rajan freed, leaves Thailaiid

MUMBAI, Oct. 5. — A thre
member police team which left
for Bangkok today will come
back empty-handed, for their
| quarry, Chhota Rajan, has fled
| to an unknown destination.

This comes as a slap in the
face of the Indian government
which kept dragging its feet in
asking the Thai authorities for
Rajan’s extradition.
Highly-placed police sources
said the external affairs min-
istry had not given Mumbai
police the permission to bring
the gangster back. The police
team learnt on arrival that the
Thai government had released
Chhota Rajan, who had flown
out of the country at 9 a.m.

The Thai government had held
out a strange three-day deadline

ask for his extradition. Police
sources say it is unusual for a
government to get pro-active in
this manner and suspect an
underworld conspiracy to ensure
hat Rajan is in the hands of the
Indian government,

Though the Indian govern-
ment may have been under-
standably reluctant to rise to
the bait, police say the episode
has created a negative impres-
sion. Asked why the police
team had been despatched to
Bangkok at the height of the
controversy, Mr D Sivanathan,
joint commissioner of police
(crime), told The Statesman
that they had gone there to
study the scene of the crime.
Since Rajan had fled, there was
no question on staying back to
interrogate him.

\
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE "OA \/\()for the Indian government% Asked why the MEA had not

cleared the application for
extradition, Mr MR Patil, prin-
cipal secretary (home), “the
police would not go there if the
MEA had not cleared it.” He
refused to elaborate on the con-
sequences of Rajan’s escape.

Rajan is wanted in 17 crimi-
nal offences in Mumbai. He
was shot at onl5 September in
Bangkok by six goons suspect-
ed to belong to Chhota Sha-
keel’s gang. Four men involved
in the attack were arrested by
the Thai police later. Three of
them are Pakistanis and one is
a Thai national. ,

Rajan was then held in cus-
tody by Thai police for entering
Thailand under the fake n

on bail of 500 bg
Rs 450. '
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Chhota Rajan still in Thailand

o By Amit Baruah &} 10

SINGAPORE, OCT. 7. [n a change of tack, Thai author-
ities have “held back” the Indian underyorld boss,
Chhota Rajan, officials familiar with thg case said
from Bangkok today.

Though they did not use the word “arrested”, the
officials maintained that the Thai authorities, after
agreeing to let Rajan go to a destination of his
choice, had now changed their mind.

It is clear that after saying on Thursday that he
was a free man, the arrival of the Mumbai police
team seems to have altered their approach.

The exact role and scope of the Mumbai police
team is not known. However, if Rajan is to be extra-
dited to India, then a formal request from the Minis-
try of External Affairs to the Thai Government is
required. So far, the officials said, no such request
had been received. :

The Rajan affair is getting curiouser and curiouser
by the day. The repeated reference in New Delhi to
the absence of an extradition treaty between Thai-
land and India is a red herring — if Bangkok is will-
ing to entertain a request for extradition, then why is
New Dethi hesitant in making one?

Another aspect is the lack of transparency. Given
the possible links Rajan has with Indian intelligence
agencies, the near absence of transparency can only
lead to greater media speculation.

An AFP report from Bangkok said today that Rajan
had not been formalily arrested by the Thai police.
“‘He is waiting to be deported from the country. (The

hai} police ba¥e not arrested him because the Indi-
an Embagef up until now have certified that his

passport is genuine,” it quoted an official as saying.

“Only the three policemen from Mumbai are con-
testing that his passport is a forgery. If they submita
written document to back their allegations we can
arrest him, but at this time he is not under arrest,”
the report added.

Home Ministry clarifies

on extradition
By Qur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, 0cT. 7. The Union Home Ministry today
denied reports that there was any delay on its part
for seeking the extradition of Chhota Rajan from
Bangkok and blamed the Maharashtra Government
for failing to send the required papers.

In a statement here, the Home Ministry said,”On
September 29, the CBI wrote to the Maharashtra
Government requesting that the necessary extradi-
tion papers may be sent. The papers have not been
received as yet from the State Government,” the
Home Ministry said. “The Maharashtra Government
had made a request for grant of permission to send a
police team to Bangkok. The Government granted
the necessary clearance. The Thai Government was
also informed through our Embassy in Bangkok that
a police team was being despatched and that they
should detain Rajan on the basis of the Red Corner
Notice. The team reached Bangkok on October 5
and are carrying out necessary verification and in-
terrogation. It is clear that the Government of India
have been extremely concerned and prompt in the
matter,” it claimed.
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Chhota Raj an_
deportation
to take tims\@

H BULA DEVI s \
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE @Yf
mapn not

- NEW DELHI, Oct. 11. — Chhota Rajan’s deportation

| come easy and may take longer than what one expects,

| The ministry of external affairs is running against time now.
| Sources said it's not clear how long the court and the government
| in Thailand would take to allow Rajan’s extradition. Moreover,
|

the ministry is also worried that if Rajan plans to appeal against
the extradition, it might take more time than expected.

. “Before we send the extradition request to the Thai government,

; we want to be doubly sure that all proof to substantiate charges
against him are in place to avoid embarrassment if the Thai gov-

j ernment rejects the request on the ground of lack of evidence,”
said a ministry official.

| The Mumbai Police has collected some documents against Rajan.

I But the MEA has asked them for more documents. It is hopeful
that by next week it will be in a position to draft the extradition

[ request and send the formal request to the Thai government.

The MEA, for the first time today, officially broke the silence
over the extradition request. All along, the controversy over the
“inordinate delay” to send the request, with the home ministry

. and the Maharashtra government blaming each other on the mat-

| ter, the MEA had maintained that there was total coordination

J between itself and the state government. '

/ Today, the MEA spokesman said the “documents related to
Rajan’s extradition from Thailand had been received by the gov-
ernment from Mumbai Police on 9 October. These documents are
being examined from the legal and other points of view.”

Maharashtra deputy chief minister Mr Chhagan Bhujbal said

i the state government had suggested that Rajan’s passport be

| seized to prevent him from leaving Thailand, to help his deporta-

{ tion. ‘

| Rajan cannot be extradited since there is no extradition treaty

i with Thailand. And if the process is undertaken, it would take a

* long time. Deportation is thus the only way out for which his
passport would have to be impounded, Mr Bhujbal said, adds SNS
from Mumbai. He said he has asked the joint commissioner of
police (erime) Mr D Sivanandhan, to camp in Delhi to ensure that
all the documents required for his deportation are made available
to the Centre. Mr Bhujbal said that even with countries like the
UK with which India had an extradition treaty, it was not possi-
ble to secure the extradition of Nadeem, an accused in the
Gulshan Kumar murder case.

- Meanwhile, the Thai government has issued a fresh deadline till
tomorrow to take back Chhota Rajan after the first one up to 5
October went unheeded by the Indian government.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW/DELHI, OCT. 18. India and
MyAnmar today took stock of
ir relationship and looked at
ays to work together in the fields
f security, energy and infrastruc-

tural development.“D ,\)0 \OL !O
ack\hs

Tfiese discussions took pl
part- of foreign office consulty-
tions which were regularised bd.
tween the two sides last year. Th
Myanmarese side was represent-
ed by its Deputy Foreign Minister,
Mr. Khin Maung Wing, while the
Indian delegation was headed by
the Foreign Secretary, Mr. Lalit
Mansingh. India sees Myanmar as
a land bridge to South East Asia.
Not surprisingly, Myanmar is cen-
tral to'the India’s ""look east pol-
icy” revolving around closer
integration with the region.

India and Myanmar are cur-
rently engaged in the construc-
tion of a strategic cross-border
road link. The road from national
highway 39 which terminates at
More in Manipur is being extend-
ed to Tamu in Myanmar. From
Tamu, it is being constructed to
Kalemyo, a communication hub
in central Myanmar. The con-
struction of this road is part of a
larger plan to bring India on the
proposed Asia highway road map
which will cover most of South
East Asia.

Besides, the presence of this
road can spin-off benefits on the
security front. After the work is
complete, both sides can send
troops to smash cross-border in-
surgents who have acquired sanc-
tuaries in Myanmar. e

THI™ HINCU

44001 200

|




“Goh wants India to open up further

\i By V. Jayanth HD/H

SINGAPQRE, NOV. 11 The Singapore Prime Minis-
ter, Mn\ Goh Chok Tong, said today that he
would e taking up with his fellow leaders
from Solth-East Asia this month, the idea of
inviting Idia to the annual informal summit
with ASEAN leaders.

In an informal dialogue with a select group
of Indian journalists, Mr. Goh said he would
put this idea in a friendly way to his colleagues
at the coming summit in Singapore towards
the end of the month.

Leaders of China, Japan and South Korea
are already invited to this informal summit
every year as part of the East Asian dialogue.
Singapore would like to get India involved in
this consultation process.

Mr. Goh said it would be mutually beneficial
for ASEAN and India if the latter opened up its
economy further to enhance the potential for
economic cooperation in terms of both trade
and investments.

On India’s entry into APEC or ASEM, the
Asia Pacific forum and the Asia-Europe meet-
ing, the Prime Minister said APEC’s member-
ship was frozen for a decade since 1998 and
ASEM had decided to spell out the criteria for
its membership before taking in any more
countries. Eight or nine countries had sought
entry into this forum, which already had 25
members.

After hosting a lunch in honour of the vis-
iting Indian President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan,
and holding delegation-level talks, Mr. Goh
expanded on his favourite theme of Singapore
playing a ‘catalyst’s role’ in pushing India’s
reforms.

“India wap#$ to be cautious in its opening

up, because it will hurt some sectors and have
some political fallout. We can open your eyes
and we cannot overwhelm your economy.
Which is why we can be a good catalyst for
your reforms and prove the value of Singapore
for India,” the Prime Minister explained.

He was looking forward to the work on the
new task force on economic cooperation and
envisaged that it could open new areas of part-
nership in tourism, civil aviation, property de-
velopment, telecommunications and
infrastructure. Since the Tourism Minister,
Mr. Ananth Kumar, is here with the President,
Mr. Goh discussed the framework for setting
up a working group on tourism, perhaps with-
in a month.

The Prime Minister said Singapore could
identify the areas of interest in India for tour-
ists from East Asia, and then work with Indian
partners to develop the required facilities.
Above all, more air services were needed to
different parts of India to bring in more tour-
ists. A lot of infrastructure had to be developed
for all this. By bringing the tourist through
Singapore, the City State would also benefit in
this bargain.

Case for free trade pact

He said the President’s visit had further
strengthened bilateral ties and he had already
visited India thrice in six years. He was ready
to go again when it was necessary. Mr. Goh
was keen on pushing for a Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) with India and argued it would be
a good experiment for India in its phased
process of opening up its economy. Here
again, there would be a catalyst’s role for Sin-
gapore, with significant advantages too.

Mr. Goh denied suggestions that Singapore

was focusing only on Karnataka, but added
that having established its IT park near Banga-
lore, it was committed to making a success of
the project. Investors were also looking for op-
portunities in both Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu, which were equally keen on joint ven-
tures.

He noted that China would remain a major
attraction to Singapore investors for at least
another 10 years, till there was some satura-
tion in that market. And if India opened up its
economy further, the gap would be closed.

Answering a question on defence cooper-
ation, the Prime Minister said, “we are quite
satisfied with the generous facilities India has
offered. We are trying to use all those facilities.
The Naval exercises are continuing and piracy
on the seas will emerge as a major challenge
both for littoral States in this region as well as
internationally.”

Software pact signed
PTI reports:

The National Association of Software and
Service Companies (Nasscom) has signed a
software pact with Singapore to facilitate in-
vestment, including venture capital funding.

A memorandum of understanding (MoU)
was signed last night between Mr. Dewang
Mehta, president, Nasscom, Mr. Wilson Tan,
chief of the Singapore Information Technol-
ogy Federation (SITF). The MoU is part of the
agenda chalked out by India to increase busi-
ness cooperation with Singapore.

“India-Singapore trade in software and ser-
vices is expected to go up exponentially and
reach an annual revenue of Rs. 5,000 crores
over the next five years,” Mr. Mehta said. _
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"Myanmar too close to ignore

~
Pramit Pal Chaudhuri W W
New Delhi, November 16 ¥ o Hf\/
THE ARRIVAL of the 16-member Myanmarese del-
egation in the capital on Friday is tangible evidence
that New Delhi recognizes it must deal with Yangon,
irrespective of its domestic circumstances. The dele-
gation leader, General Maung Aye, is number two in
Myanmar's ruling junta.

Prominent Indian sympathizers of Myanmar's pro-
democracy movement have held their tongues. A
vocal defence minister, George Fernandes, will not
join the army chief and home minister in calling on
Gen Maung. But the foreign ministry points out the
defence minister does not meet every foreign visitor.

Rashtrapati Bhavan said the first lady, Mrs Usha
Narayanan, would be present when Gen Maung meets
the president on Friday. As per protocol, the vice-
president will host a banquet for the visitors. Mrs
Narayanan, an ethnic Burmese, is close to imprisoned
dissident, Ms Aung San Suu Kyi.

India's Myanmar policy took a leisurely dozen years
to evolve from moralizing to engagement. This is only
partly because of sympathy for Ms Suu Kyi. The snail's
pace of India's engagement is more about failing to
prioritize intereSts  regarding Myanmar and being
overly influenced by the West.

India's Myanmar interests are threefold. One, getting
Yangon's help against the insurgency which infest the 16,00-
kilometre border. The past five years have seen a number of
successful joint military operations against separatists. New
Delhi has helped. Yangon against Kachins and others.

Myanmar has Qc;kmted against Nagas.
Two, making up for lost time on the economic front

Myanmar can be a major supplier of timber, pulses
and gems. It is a potential market for Indian products.
Myanmar manufactures so little it imports Cambodian
goods. India opened its border for trade with
Myanmar in 1995 - four years after China. From the
trans-Asian highway to the Mekong Valley project,
*“Myanmar is our land-bridge to Southeast Asia,"
says the foreign office spokesperson. India is helping
construct the Tamu-Kalemayo road in Myanmar.,

Three, concern that isolating Myanmar has created
a diplomatic vacuum being filled by China. Well
before India, other Asian countries engaged Myanrnar
to counter this. Fortunately, Yangon's xenophohja
makes it wary even of Beijing. i

New Delhi has been slow to accept that sla
doors on a non-hostile neighbour has few plus pointy-
When India isolated Myanmar post-1988, it was
moved by moral zeal. " " A hangover of the 1960s and:
1970s," a former Indian diplomat termed it.

But the junta showed no signs of buckling. Around
1990, New Delhi found Chinese radar facilities on
Myanmar's Cocos Islands. The Indian army also
pressed for cooperation with Yangon. India bent
enough to initiate a dialogue in 1994. But New Delhi
sent confusing signals: in 1995 it awarded Ms Suu Kyi
the Nehru prize. Isolation was further discredited when
Myanmar joined the ranks of the ASEAN in 1997. The
MEA says relations will now be driven by “national
interest": belated recognition that Myanmar is too close

for neglect. /
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.EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister
Jaswant Singh, at the conclusion of
his visit here for Ministerial-level
" talks with the British Government,
echoed the words of Foreign
Secretary Robin Cook in describ-
ing the Indo-UK ties as "the best
ever".

Addressing a crowded Press con-
ference in India House, Mr Singh
touched on various regional and

* international issues. He was specif-
ically asked about India's policy on

on Myan\ﬂ]a'

I' unc

Myanmar in view of the General's
visit to Delhi and on Indo-Pak

relations. ICPA /?
Mr Singh refuteﬁhgt t}(e isit of

the Myanmar General to India in
any way diluted India's "encout-
agement to democracy” in the
country. He said that ASEAN took
steps to take Myanmar as a full
member and so India was only try-
ing to draw "the country into the
larger global community".

During his three-day stay here,
Mr Singh met Foreign Secretary
Robin Cook and Defence Secr-
etary Geoffrey Hoon, apart from

other Minister, ‘l/i\(e Minister in
Foreign and Cpmmonwealth Off-
ice Peter Hain, vho is scheduled to
visit India from{ November 20.

He also had [fruitful" talks with
Commonwealth Secretary General
Don McKinnon. The CMAG
"activities”" and various concerns

with regard to Fiji and Pakistan’

came up for discussion at the
meeting between them.

The Indo-Pak relations in the
context of the situation in the
region were discussed with Mr

Cook, said Mr Singh, in response.

to a question from a Pak journalist.

I
(HE T THDUSTAN T

anged: Jaswant

‘I do not carry g scale with me to
weigh the Indo.Pak relatione” ha
quip,t was touched during discus-

subj -on developmeénts in the
sionnt. "Like on Kargil conflict,
regiking of the Indian Airlines
hi’ﬁ Singh said that notes were

M exchanged about develop-
alscts in Pakistan. The talks were
me: confined or focussed around
notmu and Kashmir, he pointed
Jan adding all the issues that were

outussed ¢ ed global com-
disdifb/aem

mui
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Beétter ties wit

By Manoj Joshi %‘ 19

NEW DELHI: Talk of the coun-
try’s ‘neighbours’, and the last
name that ¢comes to mind is Myan-
mar, with whom India shares a
highly active 1,600-km long border.
For most part, it’s a practically un-
policed border, through which in-
surgents, arms, drugs, and fake cur-
rency pour into India and disrupt
the security and tenor of life in the

entire North East(“\, ’a/ \ \
In giving a red-carpet recep

to General Maung Aye, the No.
man in the ruling junta, the govern}-
ment is hoping to change this situ
tion with some assistance from the
Myanmar authorities. New Delhi
hopes the visit will help mitigate
the bad vibes between it and Yan-
gon that arose from the crackdown

Myanmarvsk{ell better‘s@cull{ity for India

on pro-democracy forces by Myan-
mar’s armed forces in 1988, and set
their relations on a new track.
Official optimism is based on the
fact that ever since 1999 when India
stepped up its ‘constructive engage-
ment’ with Myanmar, there has
been a visible payoff in terms of the
pressure put by the Myanmar

pro-democracy leader. However,
beyond a limit India cannot allow
its state interests to subserve its
commitment to democracy, espe-
cially in a situation where its own
security is affected.

To convince the Myanmerese of
India’s serious intent, there is some
house-cleaning to be done. First,
New Delhi must

Army on the Indi-

an insurgent PNEWS ANALYSISﬂ convey to the
groups sheltering Generals in Yan-
there. Visits to Myanmar by Army  gon that while New Delhi values
chief Gen VP Malik and home sec- democracy, it unambiguously

retary Kamal Pande this year, as
well as an import of 50,000, tonnes
of rice from Myanmar have set the
stage for Gen Maung’s visit.

New Delhi’s policy towards
Myanmar has drawn predictable
criticism from activists who support
Aung San Suu Kyi, the detained

recognises the State Peace and De-
velopment Council as the govern-
ment of Myanmar. Second, it must
assure the Myanmerese that India

will not allow any insurgent move-
ment to base itself in India. India’s |
support for some dubious groupsin |
this area has brought little by wayJ‘\

THE TIVES OF INDI2
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of returns and has instead clouded
its relations with Myanmar. Third,
that while Myanmar pro-democra-
cy refugees are given asylum in In-
dia, they will not be permitted to
conduct any political activity that
will prejudice Myanmar’s security
in any way.

p—
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Mﬂa, Myanmar

discuss ways to\‘
expand tourism
WO A ndustry \ \\
By Our Special Correspondept

NEW DELHI, Nov.i7. India akd
Myanmar today discussed wals
to jointly expand their tourism in-
dustry as part of an effort to shore
up their economic ties.

In an interaction with the Con-
federation of Indian Industry
(CII), Myanmar’'s visiting Vice-
Chairman of state Peace and De-
_] velopment Organisation , General |
Maung Aye, said that tourism au-
thorities in Myanmar and India
could devise a common Buddhist
pilgrim tour package. The pack-
age could include visits to Bodh
Gays as well as Mandalay in
Myanmar. }

Lack of communication links |
between the two countries and
internally in Myanmar may ham-
per such projects. Nevertheless,
India and Myanmar are looking at
building new road connections.
The 160 km-long Tamu-Kalemyo
road will be completed later this
year which will link Myanmar and
Manipur. According to the visit-
ing foreign minister, Mr. Win
Aung, who also participated in the
discussion, Myanmar was keen to
revive road connections between
Calcutta and Yangon.

Besides tourism, cross-border
links are vital for pushing trade.
Both countries are undertaking
the Kaladan project. This project
involves the transportation of car-
go along the Kaladan river to the
Bay of Bengal. This river has been
surveyed for this purpose.

Myanmar’'s top leaders who
were present at the CII meeting,
however, observed that Indian in-
vestment in Myanmar did not
compare well with the economic
involvement of countries belong-
ing to the ASEAN.

India, nevertheless, was now
involved in a hydroelectric pro-
ject in Myanmar. The Tamanthi
hydel project on the banks of the
Chindwin river envisages gener-
ation of 110 MWs of power, 75 per
cent of which will be shared with
India.

Cooperation in select areas of
agriculture is yet another focal ar-
ea. The CII on its part has pro-
posed the forging’ of a growth
triangle involving’ North Bengal,
the North-egst States and Myan-
mar. }
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« India, Myanmar hold talks
o \M\ on security relations

By Atul Aneja | {

NEW DELHI, NOV. 17. After ye\ars 0
low-key engagement, India and
Myanmar today broke fresh
ground to forge a new security
and business relationship.

Both sides began a high profile
interaction this morning. The vis-
iting Vice-Chairman of Myan-
mar’'s  State Peace and
Development Organisation, Gen.
Maung Aye, was welcomed at the
forecourt of the Rashtrapati Bha-
van, a ceremony usually reserved
for visits by heads of State or Gov-
ernment.

The visiting Myanmarese lead-
er, who was received by the Vice-
President, Mr. Krishan Kant, held
detailed discussions with the
Home Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani,
revolving mainly around ways to
counter insurgency in the sensi-
tive Myanmar-India border areas.

India is keen that Naga insur-
gents are denied sanctuary in

\\ Myanmar and their nexus with in-

surgent groups operating inde-
pendently there, broken.
Myanmar, on its part, is seeking
ndia's intervention to deny arms
d ammunition to its insurgents.
Specifically, the Indian Navy
can be involved in disrupting the
gun-running route used by insur-
gents in Myanmar. According to
reports, gun-runners usually
transit arms along the Andaman
Sea before transferring them first
to Changmai in Thailand. These
weapons are then sent over land
to insurgent strongholds in
Myanmar via Cox Bazaar in Ban-
gladesh. Assertion by the Navy in
the Andamans can, therefore, be
critical in curbing this trade.
India, on its part, may also ben-
efit from Myanmar’s assistance
for promoting negotiations with
key militant groups in the North-
east. It will be in India’s interest,
for instance, if Myanmar can in-
fluence the NSCN(I)(M) faction to

W

persist with its ongoing negotia-
tions with India to reso}ve the Na-
ga question. Myanmar has
reportedly established a good
rapport with the Karen Independ-
ence Organisation (KI0), a Myan-
marese group which operates
from its soil, but which regularly
liaisons with the NSCN(I}(M).

The Home Minister, in re-
sponse to queries this morning
acknowledged that Myanmar was
already assisting in counter- in-
surgency exercise. The Myanima-
rese army, he said, had helped
smash five camps of the Khaplang
group of the NSCN. The Indo-
Myanmar security agenda, how-
ever, goes beyond concerns in the
northeast. India, for instance, has
concerns about the military rela-
tionship between Myanmar and
China. Analysts here point out,
that India is looking-at the Yan-

gon-/Bg?ng secyrity relationship
realistj /ly/
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By OurR CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Nov. 20: Keeping the
controversial issue of democracy
on the back burner, India
explored the possibilities of
improving economic ties, border
trade and jointly countering
insurgency with Burma.

The visiting vice chairman of
Burma’s ruling State Peace and
Development  Council  Gen.
Maung Aye met Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee and exter-
nal affairs minister Jaswant
Singh on Monday.

New Delhi justified playing
host to the second most promi-
nent member of Burma’s mili-
tary junta, by saying that while
India supports democratic gov-
ernments, it does not interfere in
the internal matters of other

countries. . !

With this background, New
Delhi and Rangoon chajked out
ways to strengthen thyir ties.
While India has agreed t§ extend
$15 million credit to Butma for
sourcing industrial and electrical
equipment from this country,
Rangoon offered to cooperate
with India in the power sector
and supply of natural gas.

Mr Jaswant Singh, in his meet-
ing with Gen. Maung Aye, called
for enhancing border trade and
improving infrastructure. The
security issues and drug smug-
gling also figured in the talks.

New Delhi appreciated Bur-
ma’s support in tackling cross
border terrorism and other
related problems including
countering insurgent groups
active in the region. Burma has

ways to 1IMprove
Ment/\tﬁt;tabﬁsmng M

already assured India of futl'l 5 -
operation in fighting some of the
insurgent groups in the north-
eastern states and even busted
five bases of Naga militants in its
territory.

On the economic front, Gen.
Maung Aye offered India to
explore the hydel power poten-
tial in Burma. Gen. Aye asked
India to involve itself in 750 MW
Yeywa project. Mr Singh
responded by saying that New
Delhi can send a team of experts
to Burma to study the feasibility
of the project. The two sides also
talked about other projects
including Teamanthi hydro
power project, Kaladin river
navigation and setting up deep
sea port in Burma.

Both Mr Vajpayee and Mr
Singh reiterated India’s commit-

ical ties and deeper economic
interaction with Burma. They
said that the two countries had
civilisational connectivities, a
common cultural and religious
heritage and geographical conti-
guity. For India, Burma is being
viewed as an important partner
as it is a member of the impor-
tant ASEAN group. The two
countries recently entered the
Ganga-Mekong project which
aims at enhancing ties between
the two regions. .

The two countries have sup-
ported each other on the interna-
tional fora. Rangoon has appre-
ciated India’s positive approach
to issues involving Burma at
ILO. New Delhi had blocked an

anti-Rangoon resolution beifig
moved at the ILO.
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m/ey, Hanoi believe ‘silence is golden’

wanst A\ \\

8 NOVEMBER \ANIY
AS INDIA and Vietnam seek to rediscover
each other and give a strong economic cntent
to their political ties, strategic analyst§ say
their script is deliberately silent on the k
‘C’ word that is of immense strategic
security interest to both countries.

The ‘C’ word is for China, whose growing
-nilitary, economic and political clout is caus-
%ing concern not only to India and Vietnam but
also to other countries of the Southeast Asian
region and Japan.

But while both visiting external affairs
minister Jaswant Singh and his Vietnamese
counterpart Nguyen Dy Nien were careful not
to mention the subject, analysts say India,
Vietnam and Japan were slowly working
towards a strategic triangle that would help
contain any future threat from the “Chinese
dragon”.

However, senior Indian officials deny that
New Delhi’s “sudden rediscovery” of
Vietnam and the countries of the Southeast

FroMm INDIA WITH LOVE: Foreign minister
Jaswant Singh and his Vietnamese
counterpart Nguyen Dy Nien sign

documents during a ceremony in
Hanoi on Wednesday.— AFP
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Asi reg%o have anything to do with China.
“We don’t want to pose as a rival to China. It -
is not a competition with China for influence,
it is only to ensure that we are not left out of -
the economic opportunities available here,”
one official said. ‘

Jaswant Singh’s three-day visit, which
concluded Wednesday, has helped the two
countries focus on transforming their close
political ties into strong economic cooperation *
and this process will get a further push dur-*
ing Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee's
planned visit here early next year.

Defense minister George Fernandes, who
visited Vietnam in March, and reports about a
defense agreement between the two countries,
including training of Indian soldiers in jungle
warfare in Vietnam, had created ripples in
official circles here, informed sources said.

“The priority of Vietnam at this juncture
is not building its military capability. It is
building its economic strength,” noted retired
Maj Gen Ashok Mehta, a security yst+
travelling with Singh on this trip. PTI*




“Vietnam figures on India’s
energy security map "

.Sg\m

VIETNAM HAS firmly come on

Shishir Gupta
Hanoi, November 9

1) 1

Mg country. With petrofand gas con-
WX (1N s - 1als I sumption expected fto cross 120
million metric toney and 96 mil-

lion metric tones, India is all set

India's energy security map. with
New Delhi deciding to invest
another 250 million US dollars in
the production of commercial
gas at Nam Con son basin on the
continental shelf.

Vietnamese Foreign Minister
Nguyen Dzy Nein disclosed this
at the Joint Commission meeting
this morning. i

According to the Minister,
ONGC-Videsh of India, Petro
Vietnam and other partners in
the joint venture had reached an

India has set up a
Committee on investment
Promotion in the Nam Con

Son gas project and to
examine the signing of the
commitment and guarantee
with the Vietnam
Government

to become the fourth largest con-
sumer of energy this decade.
Thus, the need for New Delhi to
draw plans to look at procure-
ment of oil and gas from South-
East Asia rather than be totally
dependent on the Persian Gulf.
As Vietnam is lacking in crude .

oil processing facilities, India has
an opportunity to ask Hanoi to
export crude oil to its energy
hungry markets. This will also
give a major boost to the bilater-
al trade that stands at a modest

agreement on a revised contract

and were now actively preparing for the commercial
production of gas in block 06-1 at Nam Con Son on
Vietnam's continental shelf.

It is learnt that India has set up a Committee on
Investment Promotion in the Nam Con Son gas pro-
ject and to examine the signing of the commitment
and guarantee with the Vietnam government. In this
context, India has plans to invest another US 230-250
million dollars in this project.

Vietnam is the fourth largest producer of oil and gas
in South-East Asia. In fact crude oil is Vietnam's
biggest revenue earner with production in excess of 15

mil}Jién tones of crude oil and one billion cubic meters

gas. While the Mekong basin has the largest oil-
producing field, the Nam Con Son and the Malay-Tho
Chu basins have the highest known gas reserves in the

150 million US dollars. The™
scope is likely to expand further once the Spratly
Island (Hoang Sa basin) dispute between Vietnam
and China is resolved. . o

For quite sometime, India's energy security plans i
the east have been revolving around Vietnam,
Bangladesh and Myanmar. Besides Vietnam, energy
planners visualise a pipeline system from Myanmar
via Bangladesh that would head for the Indian mar- -
kets. .

However, energy plans with regards to Myanmar
and Bangladesh have not materialised due to political
considerations in certain quarters. Given the nature of
problem, India on its part is trying to work

arrangement for oil and gas supplies
lateral framework of BIMSTEC
of Bengal littoral nations.




" A new get-toget

By Amit Baruah \\ A

VIENTIANE (LAOS), NOV. 10. The Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, today described the
Mekong- Ganga Cooperation
(MGC) grouping as a “new fam-
ily, in a new get-together” fash-
ioned by the historical affinity
between the people of India,
Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia,
Thailand and Vietnam.

- In his statement at the inau-
gural meeting, Mr. Singh said:
“For India, our relationship
with South-East Asia is a signif-
icant and valued aspect of our
international relations. In the
last five years, India has be-
come, a dialogue partner of
ASEAN, has a robust coopera-
tive work programme in bio-

technology, space technology,g
information technology.... and
human resource development.”

“There is significantly in-
creased travel now between In-
dia and ASEAN, as witnessed by
a greater demand for traffic
rights of ASEAN airlines oper-
ating in India. Both trade and
investment between India and
South-East Asia is on the up-
ward swing, despite having suf-
fered a small reversal during the
recent financial crisis..... to-
day..... we join hands with you
in this new Mekong-Ganga en-
deavour. I believe that this in-
tensity of cooperation between
India and South-East Asia will
lead to the economic develop-
ment of both our regions,” Mr.
Singh told the conference.

he

The Minister said the six
countries were seeking closer
interaction at the people-to-
people level through the MGC
initiative. Referring to the
shared heritage of the region,
Mr. Singh said the region’s ar-
chitecture, music, dance and
theatre had been enriched by
this exchange.

“Our part of the world today
produces amongst the finest
handicrafts in textiles, wood,
gold, silver and other metals.
We also have outstanding tour-
ist sites, many undeveloped and
perhaps some still unknown.
That they should attract the
world traveller is our common
aim,” he said.

According to Mr. Singh, the
MGC six had an unbroken cul-

r, says Jaswant” V"~
Mo

tural continuity that was ex-
tremely rare in today’s world of
hybridisation and formed the
“bedrock for the fundamental
stability of our societies”.

“Basing itself on this affinity,
the Vientiane Declaration...
brings together elements that
should attract historians, schol-
ars, craftpersons, media and
business people from among
our countries. The Declaration
would be an expression of what
our people can do together, vis-
ibly and continuously. It will be
and it is a revival, in the present
day context, of an interactive vi-
tality that has proven itself in
the past, and can culturally and
commercially  energise us
afresh,” the Minister’s speech
added.
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\\ \\ By Amit Baruah ‘((“/\

VIENKIANE (LAOS), NOV. 10. The Me-
kong\Ganga Cooperation (MGC)
got off the ground today with six
Ministers from India, Myanmar,
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos and
Thailand launching the grouping
by issuing the “Vientiane Decla-
ration” on the framework for
cooperation.

Though in a fledgling state, the
Mekong-Ganga “six’’ reflects a
departure in Indian foreign pol-
icy as New Delhi seeks to give ef-
fect to what the former Prime
Minister, Mr. P. V. Narasimha
Rao, called the “look East” pol-
icy. The Vientiane Declaration
said it had been “inspired by a
common desire to develop closer
relations and better understand-
ing among the six countries to
enhance friendship, solidarity
and cooperation.”

In the tourism field, the MGC
decided to conduct strategic
studies for joint marketing,
launch the Mekong-Ganga Tou-

rism Investment Guide, facilitate
the travel of people in the region,
expand multi-modal communi-
cation and transportation links
to enhance travel and tourism
and promote cultural-religions
package tours. It

The Declaration committed
the member countries the devdl-
op transport networks — in paf-
ticular the “East-West Corridoy’
and the “Trans-Asian Highway”
— under the rubric of transport
and communication.

The promotion of air services
and linkages in the MGC region
and the strengthening of cooper-
ation in the development of 1T
infrastructure and networks also
form part of the joint statement
issued by the six Ministers.

The grouping agreed to pro-
mote joint research in the fields
of dance, music and theatrical
forms and organise round-tables
for journalists, writers and ex-
perts in literature, performing
arts, women’s empowerment,
health and nutrition and the con-

DA W |

servation, preservation and pro-
tection of heritage sites and
artefacts. The MGC consented to
encourage the establishment of
networking and twinning ar-
rangements among universities
in the region, translate classics of
MGC countries into other MGC
languages and assured the par-
ticipation in book fairs in mem-
ber countries on a commercial
basis. Q- ’
A concept &Aper, approved by
the six Ministers at what was for-
mally termed the inaugural min-
isterial meeting on the MGC, said
the cooperation 'arrangement,
primarily aimed at increasing
tourism, will also serve as “build-
ing blocks” for other areas of
mutual benefit. The MGC’s ob-
jective was to announce to the
international community its
“political willingness and aspira-
tions aimed at strengthening our
traditional bonds of friendship.”
1t would also facilitate inter-
State movement and transit
transport of goods and people in:

g-Ganga Cooperation in place

the region. The concept paper
made it clear that ministerial
meetings would be led by For-
eign Ministers and would take
place back-to-back with the
ASFAN  Ministerial meeting
(AMM) — Post Ministerial con/\
ference (PMC) held annually in
July of each year.

“The next ministerial meeting
will take place in July 2001 at Ha-
noi. The Chairmanship will be
rotated in the alphabetical or-
der,” the paper stated. Laos,
which hosted the inaugural
meeting, will remain MGC Chair
till July 2001 when Myanmar will
take over and continue tifl July
2002.The country, which is serv-
ing as Chair, shall act as the sec-
retariat to carry out coordination
and implementation of the coop-
eration plan.

Clearly, the MGC reflects a new
beginning in India’s cooperation
efforts with Myanmar, Thailand,
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam,

A ‘new get-together’: Pa 3



\\ \\ By V. Jayanth

SINGAPORE, NOV. 10. India and Singapore today
signed a morandum of Understanding
(MoU) 1o sel up a task force on economic
cooperation. This follows the task force on In-
formation Technology set up after the visit of
;Singapore’s Prime Minister, Mr. Goh Chok
Tong, to India in January.

The MoU was signed this morning at Istana,
President’s House here, after the visiting head
of state, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, was given a cere-
monial welcome. His Singapore counterpart,
Mr. S. R. Nathan, was also present.

The Tourism Minister, Mr. Ananth Kumar,
and Singapore’s Minister for Trade and Indus-
try, Mr. George Yeo, signed the MoU. To be
headed by Mr. G. S. Dutt from the Finance
Ministry, and Mr. Ong Ye Kung from the Min-
istry of Trade and Industry, th task force will
examine how the two countries can “‘broaden
and deepen economic linkages and promote
greater trade and investment flows”.

In particular, it will study ways and means
by which Singapore can become a “catalyst”
for India’s reforms (a pet theme of Mr. Goh);

examine the possipility of establishing a Free
Trade Area andrécommend proposals for ex-

panding trade, economic and financial sector
cooperation over the next 10 years.

Briefing reporters later, the Secretary, Eco-
nomic Relations, Ministry of External Affairs,
Mr. S.T. Devare, said the first meeting would
be held in New Delhi, perhaps within the next
few weeks, with the participation of the Fi-
nance Ministers. Since the IT task force met
first in Singapore, India offered to hold this
meeting in Delhi.

The 45-minute meeting between the two
heads of state was stated to be “wide-ranging,
cordial and warm”. Bilateral and regional is-
sues figured in the discussions, in which the
two Ministers, Mr. Apanth Kumar and Mr. Ge-
orge Yeo, besides the visiting Indian MPs and
officials from both sides participated.

“Synergy in ties” and IT were the key areas
of focus and both the countries expressed a
keen desire to “‘work closely together”.

The general feeling was that the bilateral
relationship had entered a new and dynamic
phase with Mr. Goh's visit to India. Mr. Na-

THE HINDU
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. India, Singapore task force
" “on economic cooperation

na also figured in the talks. The Singapore side
enquired about the President’s visit to China.

Mr. Yeo said he would visit India at the
month-end with a major delegation. Apart
from visiting major centres, he would partici-
pate in the “ground breaking ceremony’’ for
the second phase of Singapore’s IT Park in
Bangalore. The first phase had been complet-
ed and was formally inaugurated by Mr. Goh
in January. Mr. Yeo will also launch the mar-
keting for its second stage.

Two other agreements were also signed to-
day, One related to a Cultural exchange pro-
gramme, called the third India- Singapore
Executive programme (2000-2002), to en
hance cooperation in heritage preservation,
museum exhibitions and exchange of archival
material. The other was for ‘loaning’ artifacts,
under which, India would send material for
exhibition in Singapore’s Asian Civilisation
Museum.

Mr. Narayanan, who arrived late last night,
accompanied by Mrs. Usha Narayanan, in-
spected a guard of honour at Istana. The na-
tional anthem of both countries were played.
Many of the diplomatic heads in Singapore
were present ape-introduced to Mr. Nargya~
nan.
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9% ‘Indo-Myanmar road link by January’

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Nov. 10. India and
Myanmar are expected to inaugu-
rate a key cross-border road link
early next year as part of a trans-

Asian highway network. lL lj
built

The 165 km-long Ind

Tamu to Kalemyo in
Myannfar is expected to be fnau-
ragéd in late December or parly
ary, a senior foreign offide of-
figlal said. This road will connect
dia’s national highway which
terminates at Moreh in Manipur.
With this corridor in place, motor
vehicles from India can reach out
to other parts of Myanmar.

Myanmar, in turn, is being link-
ed to the rest of South East Asia
under an on-going U.N.-spon-
sored trans-Asian highway pro-
ject from Iran to China. Myanmar
is seen here as a land bridge

which will integrate India with
South East Asia. Given its strate-
gic geographical location, Yangon
has emerged as the centerpiece
for promoting New Delhi’s “look
east”policy.

Besides Tamu-Kalemyo, India
is envisaging more cross- border
road links to Myanmar from its
north eastern States, including

Nagaland, Mizoram and Aruna-

chal Pradesh. These ideas are ex-
pected to be discussed during the
visit to India by the Vice Chair-
man of Myanmar's Peace and De-
velopment  council, General
Maung Aye.

General Maung, who begins a
visit to India on November 14 will
be the highest ranking leader
from Myanmar in a decade. He
will be accompanied by the Min-
isters of foreign affairs, finance,
commerce, industry and science

and technology.

According to officials, the Tamu
Kalemyo road is expected to
eventually spur trade between In-
dia and Myanmar over land. This
will supplement the existing ar-
rangement of cargo transporta-
tion by sea via Singapore.

The establishment of a cross-
border network is also expected
to yield benefits in the security
arena. With more roads available ,
both countries will be better posi-
tioned to counter insurgences
which they face, either unilateral-
ly or through joint operations.
Not surprisingly, New Delhi and
Yangon have a well established
joint working group on border
management.

Trade between the two coun-
tries is currently modest, but
could go up substantially if Myan-
mar begins to sell natural gas to

THE HINDU
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India. Foreign companies en-
gaged in prospecting il and gas
in the region are currently debat-
ing the possibility of constructing
a network of pipelines from
Myanmar and Bangladesh for dis-
tribution of natural gas to the In-
dian market.

Indian officials are also discuss-
ing these possibilities either
through direct negotiations or
under the framework of BIMSTEC
— an economic grouping of
countries including ¥anmar
and Bangladesh straddling the
Bay of Bengal. .

Aware of the high strategic
stakes in Myanmar, India appears
fully set to unhesitatingly. engage
the military government in Myan-
mar. General Maung, during his
stay, will hold meetings right

across India’s politic d bu-
reaucratic elite.



Scéptics term ‘Look

Pramit Pal Chaudhuri Q)"
Singpore, November 11

AMID A general enthusiasm for
India, Singaporeans still ask
vhether India’s “Look East” policy
vill go beyond just looks. The pre-
ient weekend visit of the Indian
President, K. R. Narayanan, is
sending signals that India is here to
‘stay in Southeast Asia,

But business-minded Singapo-
reans are perhaps more reassured
of India’s commitment by the soft-
ware pact signed between NASS-
COM an the  Singapore
Information Technology Feder-
ation on’ Friday than the three
agreements Mr Narayanan signed
with his Singaporean counterpart,
S.R. Nathan.

Talking with Singapotean intel-
lectuals, Mr Narayanan admitted
India’s fickie inferest in Southeast

e

. (\‘,
Asia. India was “rc-engaging"%e
region, he said. “The Look East
policy is an old policy being
revived.”

Some of the academics expressed
scepticism. One of them. Mr Daljit
Singh, noted India had been “con-
tained" by “Pakistan and China™ to
South Asia, Another Singaporean
later explained the real resutt was
New Dethi's subeontinent “mind-
set.”

The two governments saw the
economic memorandum of under-
standing signed by the two presi-
dents in different lights. For
Singapore's  government-owned
Straits Times. the MoU was note-
worthy only because it said the
Task  Foree  on  Economic
Cooperation would “examine™ the
setting-up of a bilateral free trade
agreement. Indian officials were
deprecatory about the FTf} It was

l\;?/aét’ dlicy cosmet

too early, they saic}. he issue
needed “study”,

The FTA symbolisds what
Singapore sees as New\ Delhi’s
blinkers regarding the widdqr world,
Oftficials here see an FTAs eco-
nomic benefits as being bf sec-
ondary interest.

Singapore has few barriers to
Indian imports.: Its economists
doubt India will ever absorb more
than a fraction of Singapore's
eXpOrts. )

For Singapore, the FTAs real
purpose as winkling India out of its
subcontinental shell. It is an uphill
task,

With Mr Narayanan's trip, New

Delhi has at last agreed to look at -

a FTA. But a Singaporean FTA

proposal has been kicking around .
the corridors of the Indian govern- ;2

ment for over a year.

Singapore is hopeful lndia’s'ecb-‘

PR

nomic growth, notably its informa-
tion technology success. could
expand New Delhi's horizon. At
the official banquet for Mr
Narayanan. Mr Nathan spoke of
the Bangalore [T Park as
Singapore’s “flagship project”.
Among the normal platitudes, he
noted India had “an 185 pef cent
share of the global customised
software market”. India and
Singapore’s first task force, set up
in October, was in IT.

However. India's private sector is !
going where New Delhi fears to
tread. Speaking about the IT.-
agreement he had signed. Dewang:
Mehta of NASSCOM. said on:
Saturday that bilateral software:
trade was likely to rise from § 60}

. million Jast year.to § 500 « viilian by |

004-5. Of special interer  Yag the
‘number of joint Indo-Singegore IT
exports to third countries. ™ .
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Optimism as Narayanan ends, /
Jtalks with Singapore leaders

Y\Q By V. Jayanth %/ gc7 :
SINGAPORE, NOV. 11. The President,
Mr. K.R. Narayanan, today con-
cluded his discussions with Sin-
gapore leaders and there was
clearly an agreement on how to
further strengthen and deepen
the relationship.

Singapore Prime Minister, Mr.
Goh Chok Tong, called on the
President at noon and then host-
ed alunch in his honour. He had a
40-minute meeting with Mr. Na-
rayanan and the Indian delega-
tion, which included the Tourism
Minister, Mr. Ananth Kumar, four
MPs and a team of senior officials.

1n the evening, the Senior Min-
ister and former Premier, Mr. Lee
Kuan Yew, called on the President
at his hotel suite and discussed
bilateral, regional and global is-
sues for about 45 minutes.

Both the Singapore leaders are
known to be candid in their views
and Mr. Goh has remained opti-
mistic about India’s economic
potential and the scope for ex-
panding bilateral economic coop-
eration.

Mr. Narayanan, invited the two
leaders to visit India again and
keep in touch with the develop-
ments there. He took some time
to outline the problems in evolv-
ing the economic policy and reas-
sured Singapore that the process
of liberalisation was irreversible
and there was a broad degree of
political consensus on it now.

Both the leaders underscored

the need for India to quicken the
pace of reforms so that it could
not only achieve its potential, but
also provide more opportunities
for foreign investments and in-
creased trade flows. Mr. Goh pre-

Usha Narayanan
meets old friend

SINGAPORE, Nov. 11. The First
Lady, Mrs. Usha Narayanan,
met her old family friend,
Mrs. Claire Chiang, at the
headquarters of the Singa-
pore Council of Women’s Or-
ganisation (SCWO) on Friday.

The SCWO president, Ms.
Shirley Lim, introduced Mrs.
Chiang as someone familiar
to the visitor. “Mrs. Chiang
and the First Lady are friends
and I thought it would be a
good idea to bring them to-
gether,” she said. An aide to
the Indian visitor said Mr.
and Mrs. Narayanan were
close family friends of Mrs.
Chiang’s father-in- law and a
former diplomat, Ho Rih
Hwa. Mrs. Chiang and her
husband Ho Kwon Ping had
also been regular visitors to
the Narayanan family, she
added. — UNI

sented his case for examining the
feasibility of a Free Trade Agree-
ment between the two countries
and explained how Singapore was
working out similar arrangements

with many other fountries in the
Asia Pacific region.

‘Larger role fo} India’

Briefing the media on the talks,
the Secretary, Etonomic Rela-
tions, Ministry of External Affairs,
Mr. S.T. Devare, said the Singa-
pore Prime Minister invited India
to go beyond economic relations
to play a larger role in the region
as a strategic partner in the geo-
political landscape. Its involve-
ment with the region should in-
crease and expand in ail
directions.

India’'s High Commissioner for
Singapore, Mr. P.P. Shukla, said
the Mr. Lee, who had a first hand
knowledge of the growing bilater-
al economic ties, expressed the
hope that India would push
ahead with further reforms.

Mr. Lee discussed the develop-
ments in the region flowing from
both the economic crisis and the
potlitical undercurrents.

In the morning, Mr. Narayanan
visited the Toa Payoh township to
look at Singapore’s Housing De-
velopment Board schemes and
concept. He and Mrs. Usha Na-
rayanan, also visited an apart-
ment and saw for themselves the
planning and execution.

The President was told that the
Board provided 85 per cent of the
housing units in the City State
of its apart-

ments were
scheme.
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HE Statesman’s recent
‘ net poll on the proposition
! “Doesn’t the overture to
| Myanmar by hosting the Yan-
| gon junta’s No 2 functionary on
| an official visit erode India’s
moral posture against the
overthrow of democratically
. elected government?” elicited a
| 50 per cent “yes” response. This
showed that the Nehruvian
“Holier than thou” attitude still
! dominates our minds, never
mind the fact that India is
rated as one of the world’s most
morally and materially corrupt
countries!

A discerning observer of
foreign affairs, Sahdev Vohra,
ICS, had commented
" years ago that India’s
| relations with Myap-
{ mar had to take into
| account the strategic
“ imponderables of an
| unfavourable stretch
' of terrain separating
‘s the two neighbours. |
1

Factually, two impera- |
tives seek attention in |
this regard. These are,
' first, the Trijunction
| locality linking India,
| China and Myanmar
. near the Diphuk Pass
| between Rima (China)
- and Putao (Myanmar)
iwhich skirts Aruna- b—o—
| chal Pradesh, which needs to
. be effectively monitored by us
- and second, the long, common
porous  border  between
Myanmar and the Indian
gtates of Nagaland, Manipur
and Mizoram, measuring some
1450 kms, that has to be
properly secured.

INDIAS LOSSES

However, India’s foreign
policy ~which has been
' predicated more on moral
principles than pragmatic ones
relegated this vital aspect of
Indo-Myanmarese relations to
a less than important status.
When the  Myanmarese
military junta took over that
country in 1988, India reacted
with its usual pronouncements
on subversion of democracy by
the  military.  Relations
nosedived with the Suu Kyi
episode. Simultaneously,
Myanmar faced two major
charges from various world
bodies — human rights abuses,
and trading in narcotics. Even
the World Bank’s carrot-for-
democracy soft loan of one
billion dollars to revamp its
 failing economy was of no avail
| to the junta.
|  China stepped in at this
[ juncture to hold Myanmar’s
i hand, doubtless for its own
|

interests but it suited the junta
well enough. China’s Yunnan
,ﬁ province shares a fairly long
| common boundary with Myan-
| mar and both countries being
| protagonists of “one party
| rule”, struck up a cordiality
‘ which increased by the day. It
! was only when China started
} influencing Myanmar’s affairs
| with Yangon willingly playing
| ball that India realised the
] gravity of the situation.
|~ This apart, another discon-
\ certing matter crept up. As far
back as the 80s, Myanmar laid
| claim to Tuivang and Molcham
villages of Manipur both of
which lay on the international
border. Tuivang soon became
Myanmarese property — the
‘ relevant demarcating border
pillars simply disappeared!
‘ Molcham too got appropriated
{ on the specious plea that it
’ stood on the Tamu (India)-
\

The author is Lt. Col. (retd.),
Indian Army.
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Kalewa (Myanmar) road which
was built during the second
world war and which
meandered along an approxi-
mate alignment with the bor-
der, crisscrossing tributaries of
the Chindwin river and finally
swinging south deep into

Myanmar. Unfortunately, New

Delhi had no ready answer to
Yangon’s motivated rationale
despite several representa-
tions from Imphal. Embol-
dened, Yangon now started
providing succour to various
insurgent groups operating in
North East India; presumably,

Beijing had a hand in this.

Meanwhile, China set up a
surveillance station on Myan-
mar’s Coco Islands south of
Yangon and is acquiring simi-
lar facilities at Ramree Island
off the Arakan coast and in the
Mergui Archipelago complex
near Tenasserim in south
Myanmar. This clearly shows
the hold that Beijing exerts
over Yangon. It dawned on
New Delhi that an attitudinal
shift was necessary in our
foreign policy in order to deal
with these developments.
Shedding its earlier moralisa-
tion, India began interacting
with Myanmar in real earnest.
We dispatched high-level dele-
gations to Yangon, commencing
with the then Foreign Sec-
retary JN Dixit in 1993. Sub-
sequently, official visils were
made by Army.-Chief Geperal
BC Joshi to Myanmar followed:
by Navy Chief Admiral VS
Shekhawat to China. Faculty
members from our Institute of
Defence Studies and Analyses,
and United Service Institution
of India toured Myanmar and
China, respectively, on fact-
finding missions. Inputs from
all of these convinced New Del-
hi that a calculated thaw in
favour of Yangon was the need
of the hour. This sensible
change in  attitude is
commendable and pragmatic.
Regular exchanges of dele-
gations between India and
Myanmar with open agendas
took place.

PRAGMATISM

Erstwhile Foreign Secretary
K Raghunath led a high-power
team in February 1999 when
be made it clear to Yangon’s
state peace and development
council that India was not
interested in Myanmar’s inter-
nal affairs, be they Suu Kyi or
whatever: India’s only interest
was to develop trade and
political relationships. Myan-
mar’s admission into Asean
whose regional forum hosts
India as a full dialogue partner
also helped in realising our
objective. A formal border trade
post had been set up at Tamu-
Moreh by then. Our Home
Secretary Kamal Pande visited
Yangon during August this
year to further consolidate the

i

|

/

i
Process

Mémorandum of Understan- |
ding signed in 1994 between i
New Delhi and Yangon. Myan- |
mar responded very favourably |
as is evident from the top flight |
delegation headed by Myan- \
mar’s vice chairman and Army

Chief General Maung Aye {
which toured India for a whole |
week during November this

l
|

ear. :
The benefits that accrued‘
from this visit were manifold. A |
second border trade post is
scheduled to come up at Chha-
mphai in Mizoram; India’s cre- |
dit to Myanmar of $15 million
makes us one of Myanmar’s
largest  export  markets;
Myanmar’s  intelli-
gence feedbacks to our
security forces enable
them to prevent infil-
tration as well as
exfiltration by insur-
gents along the com-
mon border; a new
transportation channel
| comprising road, river
and sea modes will
come up connecting
Calcutta with Yangon
through North-East
India. This could very
well  become an
adjunct to the Kun-
ming Initiative taken
by China during Pre-
gident KR Narayanan’s visit
there earlier in the year. Thus
the proposed growth triangle
consisting of North East India,
Myanmar and Yunnan gains in
viability. Myanmar’s GDP is
expected to touch a record 92
million Kyat and India’s:
contribution to this revenue is-
substantial.

ROHINGYAS
India has to be wary of one

major problem, viz., the move-
ment of a rebellious ethnic

tribe, the Rohingya Muslims,
from Myanmar to Bangladesh,
on the one hand, and their
being repatriated as these peo-
ple are unwelcome there. North |
East India is a convenient stag- |
ing area for such clandestine

trespassing and it is likely that “

some Rohingyas have settled

. down, on our soil. This problem

in course of time could also
create bad blood between New |
Delhi apd Dhaka, over and |
above the existing Chakma |
issue. Such developments bring |
in their wake the scourge of |
arms and drug trafficking, not |
to mention exacerbating the f
prevailing insurgency in this
region. \
In conclusion, New Delhi
should gradually build on its
“Look East” policy and!
profitably utilise its budding
rapprochement with Myanmar
as a springboard. Swarna
Bhumi, as we used to call old
Burma, and Hindustan were
ever united in political thought
till Partition disturbed the |
equilibrium. It is time to |
reclaim the lost process. Addi- |
tionally, this will help India to |
get closer to China if we can |
successfully use the tried and |
tested “Third Party” model of .l
international relations. Maybe .
sooner or later, an India-
Myanmar-China G3 Group |
could come into being. We need |
to comprehend the unlimited |
potential that India’s eastern |
flank possesses and accor-
dingly make amends for five
decades of indifference. The :
time to pull out all the stops is |
now. |
Tailpiece: if we could readjust |
our mindset into accepting |
Myanmar’s military govern-
ment, why cannot we do!
likewise in respect of Pakistan? |




A CHINK IN INDIA’S DIPLOMACY?

” INDJA’S GEOPOLITICAL REACH does not seem
to have sufficiently impressed the leaders of the
Association of South East Asian Nations
{ASEAN). Their latest decision not to invite In-
ia to the annual summit-level talks involving
the ASEAN and its East Asian dialogue partners
is not good news for an aspiring global player.
However, it is a setback that New Delhi must be
able to take in its stride. The ASEAN has reck-
oned that India is not an automatic choice for
the membership of an informal economic club
i that consists of 10 Southeast Asian states as also
, China and Japan besides South Korea. The
ASEAN+3 has already acquired some definitive
shape in the past few years as an exclusive pan-
East Asian caucus. In openly endorsing India’s
clusion from it, China has now seized upon
e point about the geographical limits of the
SEAN+3 as®an East Asian grouping. However,
ndia had, in evincing interest in the ASEAN+3,
aken note of its political diversity. New Delhi
oped to give a thrust to its own ‘Look-East’
policy by interacting directly with an outfit that
consists of not only Japan, an economic power-
house, but also China, a key player on the fast
track of international politics and strategic af-
fairs. The other consideration was that India
should not divorce itself from the growing eco-
nomic vibrance of East Asia. As a microcosm of
the world economy, the ASEAN+3 can indeed
seek to harmonise the views of a rich country
like Japan with those of the developing nations
on global trade issues. From India’s standpoint,
therefore, a diplomatic ‘uplinking’ with East
Asia may partially offset the disadvantages of a
continued exclusion from the forum for Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC).

The ASEAN’s reasoning about the “difficul-
ty”’ of widening the scope of a quintessential
East Asian summitry does not ring hollow. His-
tory and the cross-currents of Asia-Pacific poli-

tics account for the ASEAN’s special
relationship with the China-Japan-South Korea
triangle. In the ASEAN’s own perspective, a
pan-East Asian dialogue translates into a sys-
tematic engagement with an economic super-
power besides a political- military force as well.
India is not obviously seen by the ASEAN as
either a regional economic power or a major
political force of direct consequence to South-
east Asia at this juncture. It is in this context
that New Delhi needs to de strate the truth
in its stated view of itself asd stabilising force in

Southeast Asia.\(w \ W Q)/ QW

Now, the proposal for an ‘Egst Asia Security
Forum’, which the Philippines floated at the
time of last year’s informal meeting of the
ASEAN+3, is still an idea with little or no en-
dorsement by key Southeast Asian countries. Its
strategic scope remains undefined in a region
that plays host to the U.S.” military personnel.
However, given the potential of the ASEAN+3 to
evolve into a multi-dimensional outfit, India
may have lost a desirable opportunity in re-
gional diplomacy. Yet, New Delhi’s existing
connections with the ASEAN are not to be un-
der-estimated. Regrettable, therefore, is that
the ASEAN thinks it is too early now to consider
holding separate annual summits with India. In
this context, New Delhi may do well to inject a
dose of dynamism to its ties with the ASEAN as
also its sub-regions. A new beginning has been
made in recent weeks. What India must do now
is to add substance to the agreement in princi-
ple on the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation Initia-
tive. New Delhi will certainly profit by
dispelling an impression of wanting to compete
with China for the affections of the ASEAN sub-
region linked to the Mekong. Overall, India
must signal that it regards the ASEAN as a prime
and not collateral area of interest.
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The Mekon

WY

N A reaffirmation of its Look-East pol-

icy, India floated a new cooperative

forum with five of its eastern neigh-

bours, the Mekong Ganga Coopera-
tion (MGC) forum, from the Laotian
capital of Vientiane on November 10.
Though similar in approach to the sub-
regional grouping called the Bangladesh,
India, Myanmar, Sti Lanka, Thailand Eco-
nomic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), the areas
of focus may be somewhat different in the
case of the MGC. Since Myanmar, Thai-
land, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam are the
other members of the MG-Six, there are
not only’areas of overlap, but a much grea-
ter responsibility on New Delhi to make a
sticcess of this venture.

Obviously, a lot of thinking and plan-
ning has gone into the MGC, which was
approved in principle by the six countries
on the sidelines of the last ASEAN meeting
in Bangkok in July. It was significant that
the launch was fixed for the little, land-
locked country of Laos, which needs all the
help it can get from neighbours and
friends. For whatever reason, tourism, cul-
ture and education have been given prece-
dence and priority in the cooperative
framework. Transport, communications
and infrastructure will receive attention in
the next phase, though the planning will
have to begin forthwith. The Foreign Min-
ister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, and his officials in
South Block, must have taken into consid-
eration the needs of the Mekong basin
states while listing the priorities. So New
Delhi must be quite prepared to extend its
hand not only of friendship, but also coop-
eration in concrete terms. It provides an-
other vehicle to engage Myanmar.

The selection of the MG-Six did raise a
few eyebrows in the region. Myanmar was
obviously chosen because it remains In-
dia’s land neighbour and bridge to the rest
of Southeast Asia. And Thailand becomes
its neighbour. Thailand has always fancied
itself as being the ‘Gateway to Indochina’
— Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. So there
is a bridge of continuity in the member-
states of the new vehicle. But by calling
itself the Mekong- Ganga Forum, there
were obvious questions on why China and
Bangladesh were not considered. The an-
swers too were equally obvious. Bangla-

R

desh is already a part of BIMSTEC, while
China was fully engaged in the Mckong
Basin projects through a parallel sub-re-
gional platform. So they were conveniently
left out to make the new body more homo-
geneous and close- knit.

India’s kinship with Indochina is too
well known to need any elaboration. But
apart from the political investment made
in the 1970s or earlier, New Delhi did pre-
cious little to build on that special equa-
tion and respect that India enjoyed in that

region. So tourism has to be seen from that
perspective.

Buddhism is the natural link to South-
east Asia, particularly this Mekong basin.
Visiting the major Buddhist pilgrim cen-
tres in India may be a dream for many
people there, but the question is can they
afford a trip by air? Unless there is a rail or
road link to India, a majority of these peo-
ple can only dream of it. So developing
road and rail links will have to move to the
top priority list if tourism has to be encour-

The Mekong-Ganga cooperation forum provides another
opportunity for India and its private sector to build on
the past and create a niche in Indochina.

part of Southeast Asia. One by one, the
three Indochina countries have joined the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
{ASEAN) and begun the process of eco-
nomic development and cooperation. Af-
ter neglecting that region for a decade and
more, India has now chosen to re-focus on
Indochina — the immediate neighbour-
hood of China and part of the mainland
Southeast Asia.

Having failed to cash in on the historical
and political ties with the Mekong delta,
the MGC provides another opportunity for
India and its private sector to build on the
past and create a niche in the region. The
choice of tourism, culture and education
may be significant from one perspective
and quite odd from another. It may be dif-
ficult for most of the Vietnamese, Cambo-
dians or the Laotians to embark on a visit
to India anytime soon. Cambodia and Laos
may be finding it difficult to finance even
the frequent visit of their officials and dele-
gations to the 300-odd ASEAN meetings
held annually in different centres. But they
offer some very beautiful, scenic and idyl-
lic tourist attractions — religious, cultural,
historical or even just some tourist resorts.
They have their own airlines and a few re-
gional airlines connecting their major des-
tinations with countries such as Thailand,
Malaysia or Singapore for example. India
has direct flights only to Myanmar and
Thailand and there has been no justifica-
tion for regular services to the Indochina

aged bothways. It was a suggestion even in
BIMSTEC to establish a regional airline,
with all the member-states taking a stake
in it. But that is not going to help boost
tourism in any way, because Thailand pro-
vides the air link already and that is not the
stumbling bloek.  The cultural links of In-
dia with Southeast Asia hardly need to be
stressed. Apart from trade and Buddhism,
many of the cultural art forms — from mu-
sic and dance to architecture and customs
— share a common history of evolution.
The Indian epics are well known in that

region and many countries such as Thai- .

land and Indonesia have their own ver-
sions of the Ramayana. Providing better
exposure to their dance forms could help
in the preservation of not just the art but
the survival of many artistes,

Maore than these, it is education which
holds the key. Giving them more slots un-
der India’s ITEC programme of coopera-
tion may not be the answer to all the
problems. Be it in teaching English or
computer literacy, there is a lot that India
can do in Indochina to pull up the stan-
dards of education and skills. India already
has an on-going programme of teaching
English to some of the military personncl
in the Indochina countries. Now is the
time to widen the scope of this exercise so
that a battery of Indian teachers could
spread English in those countries to help
them integrate with the rest of the region
and the world. Computer education is an-
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g-Ganga initiative

By V. Jayanth

other area in which Indian expertise and
experience will be very useful. It could also
be a commercially viable project from
some of the private computer education
institutes here to set up shop in that re-
gion. Technical education again is an area
that will be useful because countries such
as Laos and Cambodia need to generate
‘employable’ manpower to begin the proc-
ess of industrial development.

These are certainly areas in which India
can help. But it is in the second phase that
New Delhi can derive some benefits from
MGC. Tt is the trans-Asian highway and
railway that hold the key to an ultimate
link up. India has to keep pushing for these
projects, which can also be thrown up for
international funding. The Bangkok-based
ESCAP, a U.N. agency, has already carried
out the basic study for these transport
links and will be more than willing to assist
in seeing them through. The trans-Asian
railway could be the ultimate link to China,
Russia and Central Asia, while the highway
will bring immense benefits to the entire
hinterland along the Mekong. The Nation-
al Highways Authority of India, RITES and
IRCON must get on with the job of map-
ping these major projects. The first link on
the highway, connecting Myanmar, is ex-
pected to be launched by the year- end.

What ¥s surprising is that agriculture
does not figure in this cooperative frame-
work. Since the Mekong basin has the po-
tential to emerge as a granary and offers
some of the most fertile (but highly prone
to flooding) lands, there is a lot that India
and Thailand can offer to tame the Me-
kong, enhance cultivation and spread irri-
gation. India could share the fruits of its
Green Revolution as well as the benefits of
weather forecasting to help the farmers.
Creating the infrastructure first to improve
the quality of agriculture and then for stor-
age and transport can really bring about a
comprehensive change in the life of those
people.

It is sad but true that BIMSTEC has not
taken off after three or four years, just as
the Indian Ocean Rim initiative is weighed
down by teething problems. It is entirely
up to India to make at least the MGC suc-
ceed so that the historical links can be con-
verted into a new partnership.



_The Myanmar Matrix
Back on the Road to Mandalay
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HE recently-concluded visit to

Delhi  (November 21) of
General Maung Aye, the vice chair-
man of the State Peace and
Development Council — the name
for the ruling military government
in Myanmar — is an important
punctuation in India’s evolving
‘national interest policy’ and both
the form and the content of this visit
have a strategic import.

Myanmar, or Burma as it was
called till the name was changed in
1989 by the military rulers, is a blank
in the collective Indian conscious-
ness except for the persona of a de-
termined Aung San Suu Kyi. It oth-
erwise remains a curious mix of
myth and forgotten memory deeply
embedded in receding history, inex-
tricably linked with the Indian sub-
continent from ancient times to the
modern period. Myanmar has had a
chequered relationship with India
in the literal sense of the term.
Burma after colonisation was part
of British India and the imprint
of the Indian freedom struggle was
evident in the growth of Burmese
nationalism.

Burma was a major theatre dur-
ing World War II and the leadership
of the period — headed by General
Aung San (father of Ms Suu Kyi) —
has the unique distinction of shifting
allegiance from Axis to Allied pow-
ers during the war. On attaining
independence in January 1948,
Burma was the model for the
developing nation in Asia and
identified as a state with the highest
potential and promise.

However, the political evolution
of Burma has been bloody and vio-
lent and in July 1947, General Aung
San was assassinated by his oppo-
nents and the leadership devolved
upon the first prime minister U Nu.
Burma played a major role in the
emerging Asian solidarity and rela-
tions between Delhi and Rangoon
(now Yangon) were robust. A large
Indian population in Burma provid-
ed the substance to the relationship
and considerable trade flourished
by way of Burmese teak, rice and
gems between the Indian east coast
and Rangapatnam — the vernacu-
lar world for Rangoon. India pro-
vided considerable support to U Nu
in the early years when the state had
to deal with insurgencies and
sub-national militancy.

However post-1962, Burma’s for-
tunes underwent a radical change.
Growing internal unrest abetted by
external forces and the inability of
the civilian leadership to deal with
this turbulence saw the military (tat-
madaw) in the driver’s seat. Then

By C UDAY BHASKAR

followed a period of intense xeno-
phobia and insularity that pushed
the country into near isolation with
a resultant downturn in ties with In-
dia. Domestic policies including the
expulsion of ethnic Indians and lat-
er a closer Sino-Burmese axis
soured the relationship with Delhi
and for a quarter of a century till
1988 there was the equivalent of
extended stasis.

Democratic zealotry in the Rajiv
Gandhi years, the dramatic arrival
of Aung San SuuKyi on the Myan-
marese political landscape and the
ruthlessness of the tatmadaw in the
bloody repression of August 8, 1988
led to Delhi distancing itself visibly
and the relationship was strained.
But in 1993, India decided to repair
the relationship as part of a larger
‘look east' policy and seven years
down the road Delhi is able to en-
gage Yangon through a matrix that
leavens pragmatic national interest
considerations with regional and

@ The political evolution of
Burma has been quite violent

o Myanmar’s inclusion in ASEAN
has led to a geo-strategic
transformation as far as India
is concerned

o Dealing with Myanmar’s junta
is not on a par with dealing
with the military regime in
Pakistan

e Myanmar has been
cooperative in dealing with
insurgencies in India’s
North East

global realities. Despite the oppro-
brium directed at Myanmar by the
global community, it was admitted
into the ASEAN fold in 1997 and
this led to a dramatic geo-strategic
transformation for India. ASEAN is
no longer distant but now contigu-
ous to the Indian mainland with
four states in the North East bor-
dering Myanmar.

India’s geo-strategic interests are -

defined by the abiding existential
challenge of China and the influ-
ence it exerts on the Indian periph-
ery including Myanmar. While
democracy remains a highly desir-
able goal where it does not exist, In-
dia does not have the option to
make that the sole determinant in
its external relations. Thus the pre-
sent visit of General Maung raises a
seeming contradiction about Delhi

leadership in Yhngon while refusing
to deal with thjt in Islamabad. The
reality is that the former has over
the last few yeats provided valuable
support to the Indian national inter-
est in the areas that impinge directly
on sovereignty and territoriality.
Myanmarese troops have cooperat-
ed with Indian security forces in
dealing with insurgencies in the
North East, while in the Pakistani
case, the military is doing the exact
opposite. Thus the fidelity is to the
core national interest.

Till recently, the relationship with
Myanmar was perceived in terms of
negative determinants and anxieties
— particularly the growing links be-
tween Beijing and Yangon. There is
no denying the fact that China has
made considerable progress in es-
tablishing its presence in Myanmar
over the last decade and on a visit
to Mandalay a few years ago,
the Sinic influence was more than
palpable. Yes, Beijing provides at-
tractive military support to
the 350,000-strong Myanmar armed
forces and the transport linkages
with the Kunming region of China
are areality.

But in the current visit, General
Maung assured his hosts that Yan-
gon will not allow foreign military
bases to be set up on Myanmarese
soil and made a counter offer which
is of strategic significance. Current-
ly, India has a § 196 million two-way
trade relationship with Yangon but
there is enormous potential to de-
velop certain sectors such as energy
(where it may be the only exporter
in ASEAN), agriculture, light engi-
neering goods and pharmaceuticals.
Communication linkages are a con-
straint but the opening of the 160
km Tamu-Kalemyo road west of the
Chindwin river will provide a cru-
cial link with Mandalay. General
Maung invited India to develop the
Kyaupkyu port in the Ramree
Island and this is an opportunity
that must not be lost.

Myanmar is India’s gateway to
ASEAN and the recent Ganga-
Mekong initigtive testifies to India's
determined inteny to engage the re-
gion. Perhaps this visit will allow
Myanmar to be seen in its own iden-
tity and not as part of the Chinese
shadow. The challenge for the Indi-
an professional in the public and
private sector is to strengthen the
relationship in a positive manner
and counter the Chinese presence
in a confident and competitive man-
ner. The ball is now in India’s
court and ONGC amongst others
would be well advised to pick up
the gauntlet.

e, W . -

doing business with the military
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Atress on better policihg

of Indo- M\éagg:nar border

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, November 4 /\ \\
EFFICIENT POLICING :?t the
1,600-km long Indo-Myanmar boy-
der, with a view to ending its pr
sent highly porous nature, figure
in the talks between the visiting
Home Minister of Myanmar,
Colonel Tim Hlaing, and Mr LK.
Advani.

It was acknowledged that the
National Socialist Council of
Nagaland’s (NSCN) militants usu-
ally wear uniforms similar to that
worn by the Assam Rifles which
led to the ‘accident’ last week in a

Jborder village in which two jawans

of Myanmar's border police were
killed. Col. Hlaing reiterated
Myanmar's apology for the mix-up.

Many of the villages along the
border have the international bor-

der running through them. The

two delegations decided to tone up
the pre-determined norms of
patroliing of these areas so that
such accidents do not recur. Cross-

border infrastructural linkages
would be enhanced with a bridge
across the. Tiau river in the
Mizoram sector. )

India stresses that the rule of
Myanmar by a military junta, which
seized power in a coup, does not pose
a hindrance to the relationship. “While
we support democracy, India does not
believe in interfering in the internal
affairs of another country,” a
spokesman said.

External Affairs Ministry sources
said the impact of the meeting
goes beyond border policing as
Colonel Tim is the second most
powerful man in the ruling junta in
Yangon.

Colonel Tim will also visit
Hyderbad and Mumbai where he
will inspect police and paramilitary
training academies and visit infor-
mation technology companies.
Later in the day the Myanmar del-
egation visited the Central Bureau
of Investigation headquarters and
Central Forensice  Sciences
Laboratory. /
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v Gmnga-Mékdng

project launch

on Nov. 10"

NEW DELHI, NOV. 5. An ambitious .

Ganga-Mekong  Suvannaphoom
linkage project to promote tou-
rism, culture and education be-
tween India and the Mekong
Basin countries of Myanmar,
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos and
Vietham would be formally
faunched in the Laosian capital of
Vientiane on November 10.

The External Affairs Minis
Mr. Jaswant Singh, who leaves gn
a week-long tour of Vietnam and
Laos tomorrow, would launch the
project along with his countet-
parts from the five countries dur-
ing their historic meeting. \/'\0"

A decision to launch the project
was taken by the six Ministers at a
meeting held on the margins of
ASEAN post-Ministerial confer-
ence in Bangkok last july.

The project in its second phase
is expected to take up coopera-
tion among these countries in the
transport and infrastructure sec-
tors, including railways, roads
and air travel as well as greater
cooperation in science and tech-
nology and human resources, an
External Affairs Ministry official

said. Higher education and areas

relevant to knowledge-based in-
dustries have been included on
India’s suggestion.

Cooperative efforts would draw
on India's experience in IT and
other high-technology areas, the
official said. In the tourism sector,

“focus would be on promoting IT

based on cultural resources and
the common heritage of the re-
gion. The project envisages pack-
age tours focussing on Buddhist
pilgrimage site% in the six coun-
tries. 3, é DASLA P

“Given the commonalities of
cultural traditions, including the
Buddhist heritage, there is good
scope for India and these coun-
tries to join hands to promote
tourism as well as educational
and cultural interaction.” the offi-
cial said. Revival of these links is
expected to have tremendous
mutual benefits for trade and
comimerce, tourism, science and
technology and environmental
conservation.

As most of the countries in the
Mekong basin are relatively poor
and conscious of the need to
catch up with ASEAN standards of
economic prosperity, there was
wremendous potential for devel-
opment projects based on the
common culture, the official said.

In Vietnam, Mr. Singh would
attend the 10th meeting of the In-
do-Vietnam joint commission to
explore avenues for giving new
thrust to the existing trade and
economic tics between the two
countries. Vietnam has been
pressing for more Indian invest-
ments in various {ields. Negotia-
tions in this regard were

. underway at various levels, the

spokesman said. Viemarhese
leaders have publicly expressed
their full support for New Delhi's
stand on Kashmir, terming it a
“sacred and integral part” of In-
dia and criticised Pakistan’s inter-
ference in India's internal affairs.
Vietham also supports a permu-
nent seat for Indiain an expanded
UN Security Council. — PTI




“Jaswant visit

to boost ties

with SE Asian nations

”
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NEW DELH]I, Nov. 5. — India
will begin a new chapter in
ties with Southeast Asia
countries this week with th
formal launch of the Ganga-
Mekong Swarnabhoomi Link-
age Project during external
affairs' minister Mr Jaswant
Singh'’s visit to Vietnam and
Laos starting tomorrow.

The Ganga-Mekong pro
gramme is aimed at boosting
collaboration between India and the Mekong
basin countries of Thailand, Myvanmay,
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia.

The cooperation, starting in the areas of cul-
ture, tourism and education, is envisaged to
grow into partnership in vital infrastructure

Mr Jaswant Singh

areas like transport, railways, roads and :
travel besides science, information technolc
and human resource development.

The birth of the project was announced on 1
margins of the 33rd Asean Post Minister
Conference in Bangkok in July this year. T
formal inauguration in Vientiane, the capital
Laos, on 10 November will be attended by t
foreign ministers of the six member countrie:

“India’s interaction with these countries un¢
this umbrella is expected to give a boost to tr:
and commercial ties and yield long-term be:
fits for the country.” officials of the exter:
aftairs ministry say.

Gaven the cultural commonalties, there w
scope for building up cooperation on infrastr
tural and transportation projects like t
Escap’s Asian Highway Project or an Asi

Railway connecting India to the Mekong bas
countriey/
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India and Vietnam set to

forge closer bil

~ L

{
Shishir Gupta v \\
Hanoi, November 6 X
INDIA AND Vietnam are set o
substantiate their special relation:
ship by forging closer economic
educational, military and energy
linkages.

External  Affairs  Minister

Jaswant Singh who arrived here on
a three-day visit, met Vietnamese

Foreign Minister Nguyen Dy Nien -

this evening.

" This was followed by nearly 45
minutes of delegation level talks
between the two sides.

Mr Singh described the talks as a
“good discussion that focused on
bilateral, political, regional and
multilateral issues”. He told medi-
apersons later that substantive dis-
cussions would take place during
the 10th meeting of the Joint
Commission, which begins tomor-
row.

Mr Dy Nien, on his part,
expressed satisfaction over the
bilateral talks and said that India
and Vietnam have a relationship
that goes back a thousand years.
“There is no need to stop...we have
to find ways and means to further
strengthen our relationship...we
should fully cooperate with each
other,” the Vietnam Foreign

Minister said. ;

Mr Nein was obviously hinting at
the greater need for cooperation
between the two countries in areas
of trade, information technology
and infrastructure.

The bilateral trade between
Indian and Vietnam was of the
order of 155.49 million US dollars
in the year 1999-2000. The balance
of trade weighs heavily on India's
side with exports to the tune of
143.82 million US dollars and
imports at a modest 11.67 million
US dollars. )

It is believed that during the
talks, the two sides discussed ways
to expand trade as well as possible
new tie-ups in the information
technology, mining, agriculture
and hydrocarbon sector.

With India expected to become
the fourth largest consumer of
energy this decade, New Delhi is
already drawing plans for procure-
ment of oil and gas from the
hydrocarbon rich enclaves.

While much of the attention so
far paid on procuring oil and gas
from Middle East or central Asia,
India is now looking afresh at pro-
curement of these most essetial
commodities from South-East
Asia.

Vietnam, which has the third

e AR T

ateral ties
o G F*

largest reserves of crude oil in the
region, is one such opportunity.
The bulk of Vietnamese crude
goes to Japan, but of late Hanoi is
thinking of diversifying its market.

India and Vietnam are already
negotiating on supply of crude oil
and in case there is a firm tie-up, it
will give a major boost to the bilat-
eral trade.

It is understood that Reliance
Corporation along with Shell are
negotiating with Petro Vietnam for
supply of crude to the former’s
refinery at Jamnagar in Gujarat.
The ONGC Videsh has also signed
an agreement with its Vietnamese
counterpart for extracting offshore
oil.

Another area where the two
sides are expected to exchange
notes in the next two days is mili-

tary relationship. India and
Vietnam are yet to explore the full
potential in this sphere.

Hanoi watchers feel that there is
considerable scope for military-
hardware tie-up between the two
countries, as both have consider-
able stockpiles of erstwhile Soviet
Union equipment.

This sphere is of vital importance
as India is in a position to repder
product support to

/ya{am’s

naval and air assets.
A



Aﬁswant upbeat { about

By Amit Barnah L’ﬁ

HANOI, Nov. 6. The External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, ar-
rived here today on a three-day
bilateral visit to Vietnam — sig-
nalling a new warmth in bilateral
relations. The tour will also take
him to Laos where he will inaugu-
rate the six-nation Ganga-Me-
kong- Swarnabhumi project —
involving India, Vietnam, Laos,
Cambodia, Thailand and Myan-
mar — for enhanced cooperation
in the areas of tourism, culture
and education.

Talking to reporters after a pre-
liminary round of talks, Mr. Singh
and his Vietnamese counterpart,
Mr. Nguyen Dy Nien, sounded
upbeat about the state of bilateral
ties. The Vietnamese Minister
said he had “very good talks" with
Mr. Singh. India and Vietnam’'s
relations dated back “thousands
of years”. There was no need to
“make a start” in the relationship;
it had “started” some time ago.
‘“Now, we have to find ways and
means to further strengthen our
relationship.”

Mr. Singh, on his part, “fully
corroborated” his Vietnamese
colleague’s statement. “It is a
matter of very great honour for

me to be here... we just had very
good discussions covering bilat-
eral, political, regional and inter-
national issues and I look forward
very much to substantive discus-
sions tomorrow in the Joint Com-
mission meeting.”

The visit to Hanoi comes at a
time when Vietnam has assumed
charge as the new head of the
ASEAN Standing Committee at
the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting
(AMM) held in Bangkok in July.

According to sources, Mr. Singh
will discuss a number of issues —
including the contentious issue of
Fiji. As Chairman of the ASEAN
Standing Committee, Vietnam
has some influence in the region,
and India aims to use it to press
Fiji in the direction of multi-racial
stability.

Mr. Singh will meet the Defence
Minister, Mr. Pham Van Tra, to-
morrow and call on the President,
Mr. Tran Duc Luong, on Wednes-
day. The 10th session of the India-
Vietnam Joint Commission will be
inaugurated tomorrow; which
will deliberate on different areas
of bilateral cooperation. The JCM,
set up in 1982, has met nine times
— alternately in New Delhi and
Hanoi.

Indo-Vietnam ties have their

firm roo?s in history. Ne
was unstinting in support d nng
Vietnam’s involvement in ¢am-

bodia beginning in 1978 andfeven
drew flak from the Western world.

Today, both countries egfjoy a
unique equation. Vietnam, along
with Laos and Cambodia, effec-
tively blocked Pakistan’s bid to
secure membership of the ASEAN
Regional Forum (ARF) during the
last AMM in Bangkok.

According to the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs, “‘there is a close
identity of views” between the
two countries on several interna-
tional issues. ‘‘Vietham has ex-
pressed full support for India’s
candidature for permanent mem-
bership in the United Nations Se-
curity Council.”

“The close relations between
India and Vietnam have their his-
torical roots in the common
struggle for liberation from colo-
nial rule. The relatively recent
contacts include the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Narasimha Rao’s visit to
Vietnam in September 1994, for-
mer Prime Minister of Vietnam,
Mr. Vo Van Kiet's visit to India in
January 1997, the Vietnamese
President, Mr. Tran Duc Long’s
visit in December 1999 and the
External Affairs Minister, Mr. I. K.

ties wﬂ‘l"( Vietnam

Gujral's visit to the fourth session
of the India- Vietnam Joint Com-
mission in April 1990...” the state-
ment added.

The Defence Minister, Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes, visited Hanoi
from March 27-30 this year and
signed an “‘agreed minute” iden-
tifying the areas of cooperation in
the defence field.

Bilateral trade totalled $155.49
million in 1999-2000; with India’s
exports to Vietnam being $143.32
million. India has a number of in-
vestment projects in Vietnam.
The Nagarjuna group has setup a
$26-million sugar reprocessing
plant, an RPG Group company,
KEC International, has entered
into a $7-million joint venture to
manufacture components for
electricity transmission while
KCP Ltd has a sugar manufactur-
ing unit in Hue.

In addition, the Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation is involved in
off-shore oil and natural gas ex-
ploration in southern Vietnam.
The two countries also have a
Joint Business Council — com-
prising the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry (FICCI) and the Vietnar™
Chambers of Commerce.
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Vietnam backs India for APEC membership

\

By Amit Baruah } V)~

HANOI, NOV. 7. Vietnam, an enthusi-
astic supporter of India’s candi-
dature in the United Nations
Security Council, has now openly
backed its membership of the
Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion (APEC) grouping which holds
its annual summit in Bandar Seri
Begawan, Brunei, on November
15-16.

As the External Affairs Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, and his Viet-
namese counterpart, Mr. Nguyen
Dy Nien, inaugurated the 10th
session of the India-Vietnam Joint
Commission meeting, the State-
run Vietnam News made it appar-
ent that Hanoi was open and con-
sistent in its support for New
Delhi.

“Nien hailed India’s efforts to
strengthen ties with regional
countries and upgrade the role of
the Non-Aligned Movement...
these efforts had helped to lift In-
dia’s standing on the world stage,
Nien said which would receive a

A_further boost if India’s U.N. and

APEC ambitions are realised,” the
paper reported.

India has been trying to garner
support for entering the group-
ing. Clearly, with one of the large-
st economies — the APEC can
hardly be complete without In-
dia’s entry. )

Speaking to reportér:
Mr. Singh said India-Vietham re-
lations were given a certaln direc-
tion and shape in the early 1950s
by “two great leaders” — Ho Chi
Minh and Jawaharlal Nehru. “But
we are now in the 21st century
and it will not suffice for us to
think only of the past and not of
the challenges both countries face
as the new world impinges on
politics... this is the real dimen-
sion of the challenge to give direc-
tion to India-Vietnam relations...
and that is why I am here."”

In his opening statement at the
Joint Commission meeting, the
Vietnamese Minister said both
the countries should make greater

efforts to “explore our vast poten-
tial for cooperation to strengthen
and further improve the efficien-
cy of economic cooperation com-
mensurate with our very good
and close political relations””.

The two-way trade wac a mea-
sly $115.49 million in 1999-2000
while Hanoi's trade with Beijing is
pegged at $2 billion annually. The
trade balance, too, is heavily in
India’s favour; a situation Viet-
nam would like to rectify.

Mr. Nien said India should for-
mulate a policy to facilitate in-
creased and diversified imports.
Apart from looking at traditional
goods such as rice, pepper, foot-
wear and silk yarn, India should
consider giving tax reduction or
exemption for Vietnamese hand-
icrafts.

The two countries needed to
further boost trade promotion ac-
tivities, and increase the ex-
change of business delegations
and participation in trade fairs
and exhibitions. India’should fa-

cilitate the early establishment of
Vietnam's Trade Centre in New !
Delhi as agreed upon earlier. |

Appreciating India’s decision to
make available a renewable credit
line for import of machinery and
equipment for food processing
projects, transport and metallur-
gy, Mr. Nien said there was need
to expedite the disbursement of
two new loans.

On cooperation in education
and training, he said: “We are de-
lighted at the fruitful outcome of
our bilateral cooperation and
wish to receive more assistance
from the Indian Government in
the training of our people in those
pioneering industries such as in-
formation technology, new mate-
rials, renewable energy, and use
of nuclear power for peaceful and
development purposes.”

In his remarks, Mr. Singh said
Mr. Nien had ably charted out the
kind of activity the countries

needed to be engaged in./,
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NEW DELHI, NOV. 8. After a gap of
I nearly three decades, an Indian

ad of state, will again visit Sin-
gapore, when the President, Mr.
K. R. Narayanan, arrives in the
city-state late on Thursday night.

The year began with a visit to
India by the Singapore Prime
Minister, Mr. Goh Chok Tong.
And before the year-end, Mr. Na-
rayanan will add yet another di-
mension to an already strong and
dynamic relationship.

In the 1990s, after India opened
up her economy, Mr. Goh made
two visits in successive years. The
then Prime Minister, Mr. P. V. Na-
rasimha Rao, returned the visit as
part of New Delhi’s ‘Look East’
policy. As a result of those ex-
changes and a growing India-
Southeast Asia interaction, New
Delhi gained the dialogue part-
nership with ASEAN in 1996.
There has been no looking back
since, though the East Asian crisis
did slacken the pace of economic

exchange vipws with his Singa-
pore countefpart, Mr. S. R. Nath-
an, on a wifle range of regional
and global fssues. Mr. Goh and
the Senior Minister, Mr. Leek
Kuan Yew, will also call on Mr.
Narayanan and discuss recent de-
velopments, including at the bi-
lateral level. The President, who is
accompanied by the Minister for
Tourism and Culture, Mr. Ananth
Kumar, four Members of Parlia-
ment and a team of officials, will
be in the city-state from Novem-
ber 9 to 13.

At special briefing for the media
accompanying the President here
today, Mr. S.T. Devare, Secretary,
Economic Relations, Ministry of
External Affairs, said frequent
high-level exchange of visits had
marked the relationship, with
each visit adding a new dimen-
sion.

Apart from meeting Singa-
pore’s leaders, the President will
interact with intellectuals and vis-
it some development and tourist

Jandmarks. During Mr. Goh’s visit
last January, the two sides agreed
to set up task forces on IT and
economic cooperation. While the
IT initiative took off, with a high-
level IT delegation visiting Singa-
pore earlier this year, a Memoran-
dum of Understanding on
economic cooperation was ex-
pected to be finalised soon.
Having completed the flagship
project — the IT park near Banga-

lore — investors in Singapore
were looking at other proposals.
The financial, infrastructure,

transport and tourism sectors re-
mained the major attractions and
recently, SingTel signed a deal
with Bharati telecom for a joint
venture. Development of ports
and the power sector were in the
pipeline.

Despite the regional economic
crisis and a slowdown, bilateral
trade, Mr. Devare said, main-
tained a steady increase, crossing
the $ 2 billion mark. The trade
was very much in Singapore’s fa-
vour. Many Chief Ministers from

THE HINDU
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Strengthenmgtrdla Smg/ggore ties

By V. Jayanth Hi) ‘4C00pera§(}ﬂ Mr. Narayanan, wﬂl

India, mainly from the southern
States, had already visited the
city-state and were actively woo-
ing investors.

From Singapore’s viewpoint,
there was not just a desire for
strengthening and deepening the
relationship, but officials and in-
vestors would like to see things
happen quickly. After the contro-
versy over Singapore Airlines tak-
ing a stake in India's domestic
airline died down with the new
aviation policy ruling out the pos-
sibility, the airline was looking at
the prospect of bidding for a stake
in Air India, when the promised
disinvestment occurred.

Considering the President’s
vast experience, particularly in
foreign policy and diplomacy, this
could not be seen as just another
state visit. Given the striking simi-
larities between Mr. Narayanan
and Mr. Nathan, it is quite pos-
sible that a new "‘personal chem-
istry” between them could impart
a fresh .dynamism to an already

close partnership. /
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Andia may bank on Vietnamese

guerrilla

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

HANOI, March 26. — India is exploring possibil-
ities of drawing upon the expertise of the
Vietnamese Army in jungle warfare and guerril-
la tactics to confront insurgency movements in
North-east, Kashmir and Naxalite-affected
areas, the defence minister, Mr George
Fernandes, said here today.

“Vietnamese have a lot of experience in jungle

warfare and in guerrilla tactics and we are see-
ing whether we can draw from their experience,”
remarked Mr Fernandes, heading a high-level
defence delegation on his five-day visit which
I began today.
" Mr Fernandes, the first Indian defence minis-
ter to visit Vietnam, said besides having
Vietnamese guerrilla experts to train Indian
security forces, he would also be taking up with
his counterpart here efforts to get Army person-
nel train in Vietnam on counter insurgency tac-
tics.

The main focus of his visit would be to initiate

9,£6WM

tactics, says George

oy -
(;'/L/ % f) ) ;hgh-level security dialogue particularly on

oposals to confront growing piracy in high seas
i\ the Asia-Pacific region.

We already have a defence protocol and the
tithe has now come to expand its scope as also to
exploit the full potential of the existing business
linkages,” the minister said soon after his
arrival. Mr Fernandes, whose visit closely fol-
lows US defence secretary William Cohen’s trip,
said concern over piracy on sea lanes were
expressed by all states of the region and Japan
had asked for active cooperation from India on
the matter. The defence minister will be calling
upon the Vietnamese President, Mr Tran Duc
Luong, Prime Minister Mr Phan Van Khai
besides holding two rounds of official talks with
his Vietnamese counterpart Lt-General Pham
Van Tra. He will also meet foreign minister Dr
Nguyen Dy Nien.

Mr Fernandes said the two countries would
also discuss other issues like Vietnamese inter-
ests in buying more defence related equipment
from India and holding of joint exercises.
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Jndia, Vietnam to seal defence pact

M.K. Tikku Wil b
Hanoi, March 27 \

INDIA AND Vietnam today
reached an agreement on wide-
ranging defence cooperation,
including training of personnel and
exchange of information. The doc-
ument, details of which were being
worked out till late evening, is
expected to be signed on Tuesday.

Defence  Minister  George
Fernandes, who led the Indian del-
egation, and his Vietnamese coun-
terpart, Lt. Gen. Pham Van Tta,
agreed that the agreement should
mark the beginning of a "strategic
dialogae" between the two sides.
The Vietnamese delegation reiter-
ated their Government's support
for India as a permanent member
in the UN Security Council.

The Indian side offered to assist
Vietnam with its know-how in
tackling the after-effects of chemi-
cal warfare. The Vietnamese dele-

gation % pvinted out that an
increasing part\of its defence bud-
get was being $pent in financing
rehabilitation of\tens of thousands
affected by long Years of war, apart
from the more than three lakh
Vietnamese still reported "missing
in action”.

The Vietnamese Government
offered to provide training to
Indian defence personnel in jungle
warfare to help tackle insurgency,
especially in the Northeast. The
suggestion mooted sometime earli-
er could not be implemented since
the trainers at the Vietnamese
School of Jungle Warfare could
not speak in English. India now
proposed to build a faculty of
Vietnamese language teaching
staff at the Venkateshwar
University at Tirupati for teaching
the defence staff.

The two countries discussed
security perceptions in their neigh-
bourhoods and agreed to work for

. ——
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peace and stability in the region.
The two Governments have agreed
to continue "security exchanges”
bilaterally as well as through the
Asean Regional Forum.

Sources said that work on plans
to set up the Ho Chin Minh Nehru
Nuclear Research Centre at Dalat
in central Vietnam was already
underway. The 600,000-dollar pro-
ject was expected to be inaugurat-
ed later this year.

At a meeting with Vietnamese
Foreign Minister Nguyan Dy Bian,
Mr Fernandes conveyed the Indian
Government's  willingness to
strengthen bilateral economic rela-
tions. India said it was willing to
increase the volume of imports
from Vietnam to correct the trade
imbalance.

Mr Bian appreciated India's offer
to send experts for undertaking
restoration and conservation work
at the temples of the Chiamb era in
the central provinces.




ndia must not ignore
S.E. Asia: Fernandes

HANOI, MARCH 27. The Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes,
has said India must firm up stra-
tegic ties with key ASEAN and
Asia- Pacific countries, including
Vietnam and Indonesia, adding
that neglect of this would be at
New Delhi’s “own peril”.

Stating that India has neigh-
bours who "“may be more diffi-
cult”, he said Hanoi and Jakarta
had strongly voiced the need for
closer relationship with New Del-
hi and ‘“we must respond to these
to give a greater strategic depth to
ties in the region.”

Mr. Fernandes, who addressed
the Indian community in Vietnam
here on Sunday night, said New
Delhi had neglected relations
with its traditional allies in South-
East Asia and India “would be
closing its eyes to the region at its
own peril”.

The Minister, whose visit lead-
ing Thai daily Bangkok Post said
was closely watched by Beijing,
did not make any direct reference
to China but said India “has to
learn to live with its neighbours
even though they may be more
difficult”.

Describing Hanoi as New Del-
hi’s “most trusted friend and al-

ly”, Mr. Fernarﬂes \sald when
India got flak from all over the
world after the 1998 nuclear tests,
Vietnam “stood by us’’ because
“they understand that if we went
nuclear there were good security
reasons for it”.

Mr. Fernandes, the ¥irst Indian
Defence Minister to vis{t Vietnam,
termed as “breakthrough” the re-
cent visit to New Delhi
donesian President
Abdurrahman Wahid, and sald

“we have to ask why our eyes are
turned to the West and not to our
neighbours.”

Defence pact
India and Vietnam will sigrf an

agreement tomorrow paving the
way for institutionalising military
cooperation between the two
countries with Hanoi to train In-
dian Army officers in jungle war-
fare and counter-insurgency.

The agreement to be signed by
Mr. Fernandes and his Vietname-
se counterpart, Senior Lt. Gen.
Pham Van Tra, would provide for
regular exchange of security per-
ceptions and Intelligence and vis-
its by top military brass, official
sources said here today. — PTI

THE HINDU
18 MAR 2000



(114) 'so[es 3ruip pue sure ui Asexrd
Jo ooruaw Suimold 9y} 0} JUALID)
-9p 18213 € S 0B P[NOM SBIS UI3)Sed
ut Aoexid jsureSe prend o) WeUIBIA
yum oed mou oy jey Buikes Aq
POPN[OUOD IAISTUIW JOUIJIP Y],

- [Isewreu
-191A oyy 1oy ooud wnumdo,
Pai[Bo 3Y 1BYM 1B USNELISpUN SBM
1oed oouoyop mau oY) 1apun uony
-eiadooo a1} Jey) 3InSud 0] paasde
PRy SSLIUNOD OM) O JeY) pue weu
-191A Aq pasuatradxo uiaq sjurens
-uod 193pnq JUALIND 3Y) POOISIIP
-UN BIPUJ JBY) PIES SOpURLLIS] JN
*$OLINJUSD 10 SHUSW
-9[a pue 1em Jo sadeArl dy) pools
oARY YOIYM SHOLIq opeur A[309)iad
Jo BIpu[ uIdises woyy sioradurd
ejoy) ayy Aq 1[ing 219M pue ODSH
-N 21 Aq 9us oFejudy priom
S PAIB[ISp Uoaq oARY UOIFal SueN
B(] 9Y3 Jeau sojdwa) wey) Y],
*9SOWBUJIA Y} AQ POWUOI[IM
Kpurem 21n1s98 € ‘WBUIAIA [RIIUD
ut sojdway, wey)) AInjuad Yiusas
JO UONBI0)SAI I0] I0URH 0} joeq
podnogd-a1 2q pnom 210 QY
sy 19A0 03 Sununowe juswAed Is5
-xojul [euad 1 neJOp S, WEUISIA 1B}
paduncuue OS[e SIpURUIS IN
‘Ureu}alA OUI JUSUISIAUL PUB UdW
-SS2UISNQ URIPU] JO JUSWIAOW 0}
snjadurt 9A1S 01 [& Op pP{nom W
-u12A08 uvIpu] Syl JBY) JUIPISIIJ
9saWRUIAIA 9Yl p[or Os[e SH
“[OUNod
Ayjunoos suoneN paliuf) dY) I0j
aInjepipued s eipu] Junioddns 103
ISIWIBUIAIA 3L} Ppaxury) Os[e o
“eIpu ur wisL10119) 0 oddns feu
-19]X9 PaNURUOD 2] uo Ajrenonted
uorda1 ueIsy YInog 2y} ul uotenyis
Amooas a3 Jo wiy pasudde sopueu
19 I ‘SuonT I Yum Funosw
Jnuim-gy sy Juunp ‘Iaiprey
'$21E1S PAlIU() oY) IIM
Iem Oy} JO UQIPIIYD UOTIRISUSS PIIY)
A3 SUNOOJJE SeM S[RIOIJO SSoureu
-191A 01 Surpioooe yoym ‘a3ue
-1 wefy, Apepnonied orejrem
TEDSIWSYD JO INO-Je) 31} 1equuod 0}
weu)alA IsIsse 0) O Aq duop

1oed 2ou”jop Sulsuer-ap

yoIeasal ay) Jo sioop ay) pauado
os[e pue Ansnpur 95U3Jap SH jo
dn Suryos Jo ssa001d oy UL WewdIA
Isisse 0] paside os[e Sey eIpu|
"100T Areniqa, u eipuy ut
prey Suraq ma1A31 193] [RUONIRUISY
-UI 9y} Ul AABU 9S0WRUIOIA AqQ UOT)
-edonaed pue sj10d sssweUIAIA 01
sdiys feaeu ueIpU] AqQ JISIA 10} Aem
oy saaed joed 90ousjop mou oy,
"6C-DIIN 241 1] eo1re 10143y
JuIIuUOly 9y} IpNRUL pue sINYIY
aIe 7 YoIym Jo Jeidiie g0p mnoqe
jo ifuans parewnysa ue Appuosaid
Sey 9210} JIB 3SOWRUIRIA JYL
“BISSNY] PUE SUTRIY(] Ul SIOORIJUOD
wouy uonnadwods 3uos Jo soey oY)
ur 3sed oY) Ut 31 10] Apgnissadonsun
Suippiq us0q pey YoIym TV H 243

10 100fo1d Jofeus e 9q € p[NOM 3010}
Ie osowreulaip ayy woyj 3oafoxd
vonepei3dn pue [neyIsA0 YL
“BIpU] JISIA UOOS p[nom
KARU 3SOUIBULSIA Sy WOLJ Wes) [ed
-IUY39) € YOIYM 10] shaains otydesd
-01pAy jurof no Alied o) pue Aulre
9SOWRUIDIA 0] SISINOD PUBWIUIOD
pouire IoySiy utr ulurer) 1oy pardy
-Jo Suraq S10[s a1y) pasearoul sey evIp
-uj ‘30uvd 90USJOp MdU 3Y) Iopu[)
‘saugsnpul Suumnioey
-nuew 20UdJap s, eIpu] Aq paplaoid
8uraq saoiares pue spnpoid ayp
Suisn jo sonypiqissod siofdxs pue
pieog 10108 2oUBUIPIO dY) JO
angojeies a1y Apnis 0} paa1de os[e
pey L1uodeom uotu(y 121A0€ IIYM
-1810 ju9d 1ad parpuny asn Jsow

-[€ YOIyMm ISSWBUIIIA SY] pres S
"aSOUIBU)IIA
oY} UM S32INn0SaI Jo Ajfiqefieae
pue sjuowarinbai sy uo puadap
pInoMm sIY} pres sapueuss JA ‘pay

-1p3ds arom s1aquinu ou y3NoYy,
“Auwre oy jo Sum
uonelae 10 90104 Iy ueipu] oyl
UYIM IDIAIIS 131U 03 19K SI dIyM
“TVH oy Jo 194nq udisio} 1ol
-BW PUODAS 9Y) 9q P|NOM WEUIIIA
‘s1o1dootay 1ySip pooueape 901

-nnu jo ofes pasodoud oy yum
*3SIN0D dIBLIRM U]} JOJ P2IID[S SI20
-30 ueipuy o3 o8enduey may) w ut
-u1eI) PpaIajjo sey] AULIe 9SaUIeU)alA
oY) ‘ATipaads Aemiapun 109fo1d sigy
153 03 pue a1eyream o13un( Jjo pioy
oy} u1 Sutureny Joj jeuuosiad $3910§

I2ULI0J 31} WOIJ UOHEIII] S,ATJUN0I 3} JO AIBSIIAIUUR (ST 1) YIBUI 0}
B 10] AJ Sue) B(] Ul ABPUNS U0 [BSIBIYI B FuLin

dv

i

p uSis JSTUNURNO)) B WLIO] S)UIPNS [OOTDS ISIMBUIINA

aundax uodsg payoeq-'s-n)
Aupsoupapg uo piay 3¢ 0 peled

s

p,
IS WRT)ILA

pswlie uelpu] }wpe 0} palgjjo
sey weujdlA oed Mou oY) 19pun)
“0} JeUON
-eUISIUL pue [RUOISAI [[B Ul 19([10
yoes joddns o) SnunRuod prnoys
BIPU] PUEB WEUSIA 1B} pPAIusw
w109 1917%] 2y PIYM Surinp Suonr|
on(] uel] JUSPISAJ ISIWEUIAIA Y}
Yim Sunosur  uiem,, e ylim louepy
01 usia sty dn punom A0 quiy
14D OH Joj Sumiowl Aepsaupam
UO SOABS] OUm SOpuUBLISg I
SURIIUYDS) pue sjofid
90105 J1e pue 2o1od 898 ‘AU ossuTeU
-191A 21 jo [suuosiad [eoruyds) Jo
Sututenl se [[om se syeId [oned ise]
pue sdiysrem Jo Surpping pue uonep
-es3dn pue 1reda Ul WeEUIDIA IsIsse
os[e pnos eipuj‘Ped mou oy} Ispun
e} SUIppe ‘UaWSMIU PO} sopuUel
-104 1N ‘oueld 1a31e] pue 10y3iy
[onuw € 0 SOLIIUN0d 0M] 3] UM}
-9( $1981U0D DUSP 3sTR1 01 JYINos
aAry om Jusweside sig) yanoayy,
* Jueoyudis
IS0, SB 11 paqQLISIP J2JSIUIU 30U
-ap oY) ‘Bl UBA WRyJ U9L) 1edIs)
~UNOd 3SOWRUIAIA SIY PUB SIpUBU
-134 uan) jo aouasaid a1y} ur saL
-unod 0M} 31 JOS[RIDIIJO JOTUSS 4q
paudis sem Juawsaide oyl 1Y
‘SBIS UIA)SED Ul AD
-exid Jo sorusw fuimoid ayy Funeq
-WOd Ul 2010d -83s SSOUIBMDIIA pUe
pleng) 1se0)) UBIPU] 9y} UIMISq
uonerodood pue saLIUNOD OM] 9Y)
JO SISISTUIUI 25U3JSP SY} UIIMIAq
onSojeip eosrpouad 10} yiomowely
e sopuoid ospe [endes osoweu
-19IA 9Y) O3 sopueudlIaj 981000
Io)sIurr 92udjap dYj Jo J1sia 2y
JO UOISN[ouUO? dY) 18 paugis jusLl
-9235% uoIeI2dood 30USYIP SYL
‘SOLIUNOD OM) ) UdaMm]
-2q S10BIU0D AIRji[IW JO [SAJ] U}
gustes pue s19)y31 DI Aeisurew
sjouel jo [neyloAc pue sired
-a1 u1 douejsisse ‘s1opdooifoy 13y
AIejiiwi paoueape JO S[es ‘Uone
-1adoos A1eyiw o) Arejijru 191eosd
107 Aem oy Sulaed JustusaIde S0Uoj
-op SuiBuei-opim e poudis Aepsany,

uo weujdiA pue eipul JONVH
. ——

“eIpu}

THE TIMES OF INDIA

19 MAR 2000



‘Inds1p
JTWYSeY 8Y) Ul S0UAIJJISUL
-UOU $)] PUR STRIIUIPAID JR[NI8S ST
0] umouy st eissuopuy ‘A1junod
Anaofews wisny e 3utaq 9yrdsap
‘I9A0RJOIN TUIB( YiIm Axepunoq
awInLIEW SUO| B S91eys pue pliom
8y} ur Anunod jsadiel Yrnoj
oY} SI elaeqer ‘[oA9] O1dajen)s
“pue feonyijod oy} Je vISOUOpPUT UL PO
-}JSaJe3ut ST erpu] ‘sal} STWOU0Is U9
-q18ua.q3s 0} 8J1S3p aY) sopisad
WMo £)1IMoss
s, u013a1 9} — AUV Y} JO IS¢ Lot
B pue ueasy a3 ur soulaed andoy
-BIp [N © ST BIPU] "UBIsSY 8y} JO
Jaquisw juelrodury ue pue uot3ax

JISOP ejreyef ‘1

a3 ul J9Aeyd £93 ® S| Bisauopu]
‘BISY 1SEJINOS Y)Im Sa1)
$)1 usYIB3uadls 0} 3JIISAP s IyPd
9]BOTpul Os[e [[I4 11 Se IMq $661
QJULS BISOUOpU] WOIJ JSIA ferd
-uapisaad 3sa1j oY) 8q TIIM J1 Isned
-a(t ATUO 10U 11STA S, PIYRM 01 80UE]

-1odut 1eaJ8 sayoeije vIpul
‘TYSOf* JeYOUBIAf TN
IosTurii juswdoreAap $93Inos
21 ueUny pue y3urg juemsep
Ie)stuiy  uSexo] yym  syiel
PIOY [[IM PIYBA ‘ISISIUTIA oWLIg
91} PUB JUSPISaL] 9} sopisey A1}
-snpur uerpu jo suredes aipy Pin
J0BJIOIUL pue 1001 9Y} sSaIppe
[{IM SH Staquuat (32, 03 69 Jo 8UTISIS

-U00 ‘Uo1je3a[ep ssauIsng adJey e
Aq patuedwodor ag [[Im PIUBM
“1sed oy ul pey saprs
om1 9yl jeyl uonessdood 9soro
pue $917 WIeM 3(] 9ATA] 0} peUl
sureq st ydwsne Uy "00[q WIISIM
Y} pUE §f) oY) 03 ISOD dUEBIA] B}
-Teyep pue duren 191108 oy} SpIem
-01 PAAOTL TYTS(] USYM SAPRIaP Ma]
1X8U 3} Uy pajood Sat} feaslellq
‘806 ALTED 91 Ul suoljefax Afpusty
pue uem 3JullBys pue juowl
-AAOJAl PRUSI[V-UON 9] JO Saaq
-wewW-Xapunoj 3ureq otdsed
JusmIuIBA03 por-drd
9y} JO sJopea] JOoluas Jayjo pue
dohedleA LyByed [B1Y JOISTUIN

|auwlig OS[e g — a4y 1soy sty
— weueAereN ¥ jusprsard ATuo
10U 195U 0} 90URYD 8303 [[IM 1
"SIBIA
0 UT BIS9UOPU] Ul SUOT}I9[d J1Bl
-o0wWBp 3Sa1J 9} ut 1amod 0} sured
oym sjeIapow pajoadsal e osfe
ST PIYeM ‘IBJOYDS JTWR[ST Uy
"BISY 1SRIYINOS UM Sa1}
S aaoxdwy pue suoipel} ojed
-00Wap Ua)8Uaa)s 0} 9AOW SI1 JO
11ed Se § ATenaqa, uiogj 3isiA 9je)s
Aep-0M) B UO PIYBAA UBRWIRIIND
-qV juepisead Uelssuopul pajla
-ut sey erpuj :z ‘qad ‘Tyrog maN

%ﬁm AVNVId WOd1
(%4

(ddV) PREM UBUN[ELMpPqY

d %EE 0] JISIA PIYBAA-

THE TELEGRAPH

Jres 2

-
~



(‘visauopuj

01 10pUSSDQULY douliof v S1 1211m dY[)
-sysalayul s3I 10§ souepodw [epuajod
asuawwl YIm Anunod e yim digsuon
-pja1 feoods e pping 01 Ayunioddo paiuap
-azaxdun ue ym eipuj syuasard 1] ‘eipu] ul
pajeeardde Ajeiauss st ueyy soueoyiusis
1318933 Yonui  sey NsIA sif ‘[B UL {Iy "Hedy
s, pIyeMm "I ut aoe[d [e1oads A1 € sey e1p
-uj 1ng "e10J [BUONBUISIUL UO UOHEUIUWOP
UI2)SaM B0UR[RqG 0} S3)BYS URISY Iseq 1aylo
pue erpu] ‘eury) yim diysiaunred [eanijod
oi8aens ‘Buons e Zuidio] papuljur eis
-5uopu] 12yl PaIedSp ‘qRyIYS MY I “19)
-stutjy U810, 91 ‘661 Ul sueye udiolog
JO M3IAJI SIY Ul paapu] BUMYD) ylm suoll
-ejal pood aaey 01 BISaUOpU] Y pfnom
ay spunoid opewdeid Apmd up -aei
-nooRUl 9q P(NOM BIpU[ UBY] BUIY)) 0} 13

-SO}0 S[a9) plYeA "Il 1BY] SwInsse 0} Ing

‘BUIYD SBM NVHSY
Ayl AP0 PaANsiA 3y YoIym  Anunod
11§ oy Aym suoseel Ul B} JO dUO
SI SIY L “Yoeq WAy} 1081l PUB 30UspLYUOD
1131} 9101831 0} SeY aY 1Yl SMOoUY Piyem
“HA ‘SuoneIduas 10j BISOUOPU] Ul JUIPISAL
usaq aaey UYOIUm Jo AUBWL ‘SAfILUR} SSaU
-Isnq 2sauly) 31 JO S[[S puk $IVIN0SAL
a1p Jo pasndop usaq sey AnuUnod 3y, '$10}
-0pJ O11S9WIOP pUR [BULIAIXS JO LIONRUIGUIOD
aleunuIoOjUN Ut AQq poleIsesdp Apeale
sem YoIgm AtIOU033 3yl U0 13343 [eUIa|
e pey sey siy) ‘Apadea 9yl Jo suosUSWIP
uewny oy} woyy yede ang) Arunwuiod
asaury) syl jo Suuadiel a2yl sem oleyng
‘Uan) UMOP JYBN0Iq YOTyMm $1011 661 2 JO
yuarpaiSul snonsesip Jsow ay; sdeyrad
sped 1930 03 Suipeaids uojdeuod
ay) Jo 108uep oyl ST awWosiIom A1 oS[y
‘90US[OIA [RUNUUIOD JO [943] SNOpUALIOY
® uoss sey ‘uoquiy ‘[ended sif "eYNRN JO
gounnoid ayy w Sunol URUSLIYD-WI[SNA
Yl ST eaM M ISB| 9Y] I9A0 PIUISIOM
sey uOnEMIS 21} yoiym ul 10adsar aup
’ ‘uondniiod se yons sans
-s1 uo uopnoe Buidoams pue snoduevels
-ut ‘Ajfeoustiest sAemye 10u i ‘Ajoaissardde
spuewWap mou pue swidal oneyns ayy 3ul
-MOIJIIAA0 10} 1IPal1d swires Apydu yorym
Apunwiwios juapms ay) jo A31ous 2aals
-oidxe a3 sppuueyd aanisod 03Ut 10211p 01
osfe asey uemeSaiq SN puB pryem IW
*ANuUnoo sy Jo
uoneidaursip 19y1ng Aue 1UeM 10U SA0D A]
-URLIa) PIYBAA 1A "918YMIS|D SJUSUSAOLU

151U0Issa03s pafeinoous sey Aeme 3ur
-yealq ur louut ], 1sed JO s$3000s aY ] ‘sjuaw
-aaowi Jsperedas Sy} Yim jesp 01 moy
19n0 Awle 9y} pue saandaxs eanyjod ay
usamiaq dooasp Aewl surens ‘royung

‘suone[ola spysu uewny jo $3010j paulre
ays surede saSieyd 9yl UC SUOISIIIP
y3noy awos 3unye) 10} pesu oy Aq paleq
-139€X 3q p[NOd 9snkd ABLU SIY} JUSUNUIS
-31 9y, "A0BIOOWSP © Ul [EULIOU St 1'yMm 01
2]01 s1Y]) 2oNPal 0] BULINOARIPUD $I 9y ‘O)ep
-uew tendod ay jo siseq ayp uQ Aijod
ay ut uontsod jueuimiop e pafofua Aje
-UONIPEI} JABY [OTYM SID10} Patuie 3} 0}
uonR[3I Ul 9)B] 01 SUOISIIAP IMIYJIp Alaa
‘asupisul 10} ‘sey oY "o[deplurioy A[ni are
SIUOIUOD PIYEM "IN swipgoid ay) ing

‘UopRUIGUIOS JAYI0 Aue uel])
{eadde rendod jo winnoads 1opm e Butkol
-U9 ‘wIed) [B3PT Y] SI ‘S8OUBRISWNIID dY}
10puUn ‘leym mnsuoo 1ayiedol omi ayf,
JuapIsalId-90IA 2q 0) ‘sjusuiBss [enuels
-qns jo 1oddns ays shofus oym ‘nemedapy
SN PallAUY 9y ‘SSIUIINISE JNISLI9IIBIBYD
Siy YHM "AEPO} BISOUOPU] 210J0q SWId]
-qoxd xadwod 3yl ym [eap 01 paddmba
1919q pue poadusuadxe arowl  yonw
st oym ‘pryem I 103 Bundo wi Humew
yonw padeidsip Alquiassy aAnEINSUOD

uj sjualdype ynm suoidiel 1o a3 je
10J 192dsa1 STy Ajuo 10U 318181131 0) WY 10}
UOISBIO0 UB Sem SIY ] "(NPULH e st asaureg
isour a1 oym) BIQ NQJ ‘UeRIYpued) Y1 Aq
pasiued1o ‘feg ur Sunssw 194eid uowdyax
-f{e ue sem Ldouapisard Sununsse 183 PO
-puane sy uonouny 1siy Y1 ISowyy "wayd
JO pawlojui-[[om  A[Buipaadxs paapul si
pue suoldial [[e s10adsas oym ‘WIfsSniy ang
B lWE[S] 9SouBAE{ RIS} ) JO A10)ISTy
anbiun ays jo 1onpoid snomsnfjl Ue st 94
‘semie} Isnuemnasqo Sumsst Asnq ‘yemw
JSIfEIUSLLIEPUN] JO 110S SUIOS WY el J0U
S0p 1ey) Ing ‘eule[(} [n-1e[pyeN 3uons
-UOIIW-Q¢ 8yl ‘pIom dyi ul uolesiu
-e810 wiysnyy 1safief ayy sdeysad st jeym
speay oy ‘onu] -Burpeasiu Ajpunocjoid
St siyy, oue[D wisniy putiq-jey e, Se
iy SUISSIWSIP ‘UCHII9PR sy 0} Afpanesau
Pa10Eal BIPoW UIDISOM dUJ JO UONIIS

e i \Jf, @ -gouedyuSts 191213
UaAd UB )M PIep UBWIYBIMPQY "IN JO
1s1a SBurwoodn a1y3 s1seaul ‘BIpUJ JO pually
e udaq Juo[ sey OUYM ‘UBll J[qeIRWAX
e Aq pardnooo mou st isod siys yeyy, “Aorjod
udratoj ueipuy 10§ sdueirodwr fenuelsqns
JO 1U9AD UER 1UBPIS?I] Uelsauopu] Aue jo
Y[ 01 JISIA 9y} apew aARY PiNom sicidef
2say} JIv "elpy] jo 1awuied [ed130j0apl Jein

‘sysaajun sy 10f aduviiodu
wnuajod asuswuy yim Aunod v ynm diysuoyviad
pwads v ppng 03 Ajpunyioddo pajuapasasdun uv ynm
vipuy sjuasaid 31511 Sunuoddn s,prypy uvwypLnpqy AN

s,oldoag ay) £es pmom sonyjod ueisauop
-ul yum Ieqruey apdoad 1sour yng Juapl
-5314 Pa1da[d udaq tundoureng nemeday
‘SN pey 1a1ddey uaaq asey pnom awos
'SEapt Mau 0) pue Alfeal
8u8ueyo ® 01 puodsalr 01 sey 3y Ing Jualsis
-U0D sfemje 10U Sf OH "DLITA00D PUnoes wiy
soyEUW SAUINDUIOS IBI) YOIYMm ‘SIA3I[A( 9y
1eym £es 01 sazep s ‘Buruund ueyl 19yiel
PMOIUS SI OH "I9ped] snoidiel plepuels
e lou uepnod feuopusAuod e 18y si
oy ‘Apea[) ‘Suiuund pue oljells ‘OLU3002
gulaq JO PasnIce Uaaq SeY Pyem I
JUSpNIS Uy B Uaq sty ay 1ydnoy
pue o[ 9soym jo ‘rypues euneyep
10} 92UAIAADI SIY Os[e Ing — AuensuyD
pue wSHYppRg ‘Wsinpuiy — eISBUOPU]

-yeu ¢ )1 Supjew ‘puiom Juidopeaap sy ut
150818] pUOdas pue Adeloowep IsIBie] payl
S, pHIOM 9Y) SWLIaq BISSUOPU] JBdA ISBT
‘BUIYD) 03 1YS1OMISJUNOD JO 1108 dUI0S
se uopnounj pnom erpuy uni-3uoj ayl ul
tews st adoy Iay], "aImonas padueleq nq
xardwod spyl Ul JUSWAS [NJesn e sk erpuj
aiau o Addey usaq aary A3y ], "om) 19110
ay1 Aq pafiealaaunoo st — aouasaxd sruour
-a8ay SuruPEYMILA0 UeB 2W03q PNQD
yorym — uedef pue euryd SN 243 Jo yora
yorgm ur winuqiinba ajqe;s e ur sreuyed
aq 01 stomod [euldlxad [ payaul seq 3
‘101821 9 Ul A11INdss pue sdead aInsua 0)
20[1pa palaAe[-p[nw B 3unonnsuod Jnoqe
auof sey NyASY 21 Moy noqe a[qextew
-1 a1mb Jurpewos st 91yl ‘siduped

ruueyy ‘) pouip Ag

I0]ISIA JuelIOdUIl UY T A

Jafews s3] uo j[im syt asoduwl 03 3upfoas 13
-Ap IOYIm samijod s SUUTWISLP Ul 2{01
aspoe ue sdeyd pue NYISY 8yl Jo Iaquiswt
1s331e] Y1 Aeme pue Iej SI eISauUOpu]
‘uuoy feuotday
NVISV a4} 03 sanaul pue NVHSY 2y} jo
Jaured an3o[eIp v aUI0I3q 01 BIPU] 03 UON
-e1aul 3y Aq pastjoquids ‘pauado 1aydeyo
mau e ‘wivlqoid uonuBoda1 UBIPOQUIERD)
al) JO UONIN[OsaI SY) pue UOTU[) IAIA0S )
30 9sdefjod Yy Y JUSWSAOK paudy
~UON 3} Ul Pa1eradond SALIUNed om] oy,
*mai8 suolejaI dJWIOU0IY [3A3] 159YB1y oy
e paBueydXa J1am SIISIA "paureIuleu a1om
SUOnEBjal [BIPIOD ‘Afjeidlefiq ‘ISAMOH "BIS
-3uopU] JO Uey) SISQUIBW NYHSY 18130 Jo
JIani sem syl YSnoyl YuBiL 19N B sem
yuad wouyd Ut JUstitIanos) upwes Suagyy
ay1 Jo uopudooa1 SEIPU] ‘Uoluf) JI1A0S
3Y1 }M SUOlIe[a1 9s0)) S BIPU] JnOqe SUOIS
-uayaidde awos pey WIWIWIIAGT) OlEY
-ng 9], ‘SIXe BIPUj-Nue AUE U} PeqeuIe]s]
10/pue Suiliag Surutol eyrexe( jo Iaduep
ap{ St 219yl Aepo], 'SOpPBRIAp I 1940
10j PAISE] YOIYM BId oureyng oy Supmp
pasiiqels Apealfe suolepal ayJ ‘Alowew
JURISID B MOU S 1Bl e Ing "URIsD{ed pue
BUILD UYIIM PAIL ouleyng uaym spouad,
a1am 913} “1Isenuod dreys up ‘aouarsjuod’
Sunpueg a3 Aq poxewrnp uoneladood
SUBIUY JO SIUSWOW I19M aAray]l -siesk
ouredng snommnuinl ay) Juunp A0Sy
paianbays e pey ‘A[snosueynuuis ssa 10
arow Juapuadapur auredaq garym ‘suoneu
S} US9MIaG SUORRI YY) 10v] [ende U]

“Ayedwids feranw 1018
pey soi33nns ooudpuadepul I ‘Puy
‘BISQUOPU] M SUONE[RI [BIN)ND 35O}
pey sey eipuj ‘Aroisiy ySnoryy -1oyiew
agny v Affenuaod st i ‘uonendod ysa8re|
Ynoj s prom 3y ylij wmajonad Bur
-pno Ul S22IN0S3I [2INIRU U] YOI ST BIS?UOP
-uy *Aarjod rejnoas auy 13301d pue aasesard
01 1ySnos sAempe sey digsiopes] asoym
uvonemdod wisnjy 1sa31e] S pIom i sey
eisoUOpU] ‘BIJB[RN JO HBIIS 9] Se sfemial
-EM [BIA BIO0S 0] 90UBIUD SPUBILIOD pue
pIfRIISNY JO POOYINOQYS[oU 3yl 0} spugj
-S1 1QOJIN INO WO Aem at) [[B SaY03IaIIs
ofejodiyoie 8yl Snomqo SeWwodaq SIS
-Isjul SWIRMEBW $ BIpU] 03 dduelodwl 13
-a1e1is s1t pue dews ay1 18 joo[ auQ ‘Adrjod

/cm_eu& S, BIPU[ Ul JUSWS3 JURIRU
S1s ¢ 9g SAeM[e PINOYS BISSUOPU]
1m drgsuonepal asop pue pood

e\ Aym suosear Auell quv JHIH

AL

-1kt

THE HINGU



Wahid tor b tter ties with India

HT Correspondent ‘H/[— \
New Delhi, February 8
PRESIDENT OF Indonesia
Abdurrahman Wahid, fighting an
increasingly complex pro-democ-
racy battle in his country, today
chose to emphasise the relevance
of relations with India, the world's
largest democracy.

In his 40-minute discussions with
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee this afternoon, he under-
scored the importance of abiding
relations with “friends like India,”
which were particularly relevant in
“difficult” times.

The President, at the fag end of,
13-nation tour, had plenty of
sons to be worried with his fene-

mlster and foaler army
en. Wiranto finally break-
ing hi§ week-long silence and serv-
ing ndtice that in complete defi-
ance of Mr Wahid’s instruction he
was not going to resign from his
Cabinet post.

Earlier in the day, a little after his
arrival this morning, President
Wahid told reporters that while he
would not sack Gen. Wiranto, he

would ask him to resign. “The
word s is too heavy,” he said.
“Anyway I'll ask him to quit.”

I tomorrow evening, however,
en President Wahid leaves for
South Korea, the high-level inter-
actions between the second and
fourth largest nations after a pro-
longed gap will continue, hopefully
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strengthening their ties and facili-
tating the fledgling Indonesian
democracy in the process.

The visiting President held wide-
ranging discussions with Prime
Minister Vajpayee on bilateral,
regional and international issues.

External Affairs Ministry offi-
cials said that he was "very recep-
tive" to Prime Minister Vajpayee's
reference to the scope for Indian
exploration of Indonesian gas.

The two governments signed an
MoU for cooperation in tourism,
allowing them to initiate measures
to increase tourist arrivals in bot
countries and encourage a wide
distribution of visitors to thei
tourist destinations and attrag
tions.




~India keen to revive

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 8. Maritime neigh-
bours India and Indonesia today
took the first concrete steps to de-
velop a durable economic and
political partnership after the re-
turn of democracy in Jakarta.

Rolling out the red carpet for
the visiting Indonesian President,
Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid, India
today said it was keen to revitalise
its economic and political rela-
tionship with Indonesia. India,
according to the Foreign Office
spokesman, saw Indonesia as a
neighbour and a key partner with-
in the Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN).

During talks with the visiting
leader, the Prime Minister, Mr.
A.B. Vajpayee, expressed India’s
keenness to work together with
Indonesia in the natural gas sec-
tor. Reciprocating Mr. Vajpayee’s
sentiments, Mr. Wahid said ex-
perts from the two sides should
now meet to work out the details.

Indonesia, the fourth largest
country in the world, has large re-
serves of gas and could become a
player in fulfilling India’s expand-
ing energy needs.

The Indonesian delegation ex-
pressed interest in utilising In-,
dia’s experience in the field of
science and technology. Accord-
ing to the Foreign Office spokes-
man, India has agreed to post an
adviser on science and technol-

THE +i

. WO-15 A\,
ies with Indonesia \

ogy to the Indonesian Govern:
ment. Jakarta is also keen to learr
from the Indian expertise ir
smallscale industry. Tourism is
yet another area of common in-
terest and this was evident wher
the two sides signed a Memoran:
dum of Understanding in thi:
ﬁeldf\z\ B QYO

A working group has been es-
tablished to promote tourism
Both sides agreed to exchenge in-
formation on incentives for tou
operators, besides holding con-
ventions and exhibitions.

The economic thrust to the visii
is also visible in the presence o
around 70 businessmen accom-
panying Mr. Wahid. Trade be-
tween the two sides at
moment hovers ar 1 bil-
lion.
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Wahid’s India visit may

boost bilateral relations

\O
Apratim Mukarji
New Delhi, February 7

¥

[eANA
[4

THE INDONESIAN Presid
Abdurrahman Wahid's two-dyy
visit beginning tomotrrow can
prove crucial not only for bilateral
relations but also for the Asia-
Pacific region.

Mr Wahid has become the first
democratically elected President
of the largest Muslim country in
over three decades. He has already
emerged as an exceptional Asian
leader who is fighting a significant
battle for democracy in a region
where it has traditionally been at a
discount.

India is watching keenly his
struggle to place democracy on a
firm footing in the face of growing
opposition from the all-powerful
Indonesian Army. His efforts to
restore the shattered economy and
ethnic amity and promote develop-
ment involving all the communities
are inviting no less sympathy in this
country.

From India's point of view,
President Wahid is her genuine
friend, a qualification even
President Sokarno lacked at times.
The genuineness of his pro-Indian
feelings was apparent long before
President Suharto's downfall was
even a distant possibility and the
renowned Islamic scholar and

/ e 4
stgunch Qularist was far away
om the seat of power. The
President's arrival here tomorrow
morning will be followed by a
series of discussions with Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee,
External Affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh and Heavy Industries and
Public Enterprises Minister Dr
Vallabh Bhai Ramjibhai. He will
also have meetings with President
K.R. Narayanan and Vice-
President Krishan Kant. The two
countries will be seeking to expand
and promote cooperation.

He leaves New Delhi on
February 9 after a call by leader of
the Opposition Sonia Gandhi, a
meeting with the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce
and Industry and a farewell meet-
ing with his Indian counterpart.

The Indian interest in President
Wahid has risen visibly ever since
the latter identified this country as
one of those with which Indonesia
would be seeking closer links,
especially in economic develop-
ment.

As in the case of various African
and Asian countries, Indonesia is
also looking for Indian expertise in
developing its small and medium-
scale industry and agriculture. It is
in this endeavour, vital for
Indonesia, that he seeks India's
cooperation.

(HE HINDUSTAN TIMES
-8 FEB 20D



Islam should be separated
from State, says Wahid

%

e
HT Correspondent 3(\ \
New Delhi, February 9 \

ISLAM SHOULD be separated from the
state and developed as a personal morali
President of the largest Muslim country i
the world, Indonesia, Abdurrahman Wahid
said here today.

An internationally recognised Islamic
scholar and a former Chairman of Nahdat-
ul-Ulema (Religious Teachers’ Organisation, the
largest such body),President Wahid told a media con-
ference here this evening, on the eve of his departure
after a two-day visit to India, that there should be rec-
iprocal respect for every religion in a country.

He said he found it wrong that Islamic law should be
codified in a country into a state law.

Last evening, in his reply to President K R
Narayanan’s welcome address at the state banquet, he
had said, “Islam should be developed as a morality, as
a belief system, not as a state institution.”

An ardent admirer and follower of Mahatma
Gandhi out of self-convictions and a life-long study of
the Indian leader's writings, he shot back today at a
questioner, saying that Mahatma Gandhi was not a
‘monopoly’ of the Indian people. He mentioned his
meeting here with a group of Gandhians.

In his banquet speech, he said, “as a follower of
Mahatma Gandhi, 1 follow the late Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad in seeing him as the leader for mankind.”

Describing his visit as a success, he said that while
the two countries had decided to set up an India-
Indonesia Joint Council the memorandum of under-
standing for which would be signed shortly.

Following Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
proposal, he said, Indonesia had agreed to explore the

possibilities for exploration of natural gas
by India in the region near Sabang island
lying close to the Nocobar islands.

Repeating what he had said earlier today
at his meeting with the Indian corporate
sector, President Wahid spoke again at the
media conference of his concept of an
alliance among China, India and Indonesia,
“assisted by Singapore and Japan”, in order
to establish and promote an understanding
about an Asian identity.

Urging Indians to invest in his country, he spoke
about the prospects of Indian investments of around $

~ 100-200 million, mainly in fishery, agriculture and ani-

mal husbandry.

He explained that his current tour of a large number
of countries was essentially to invite foreign investors
to go to Indonesia which was now recovering from the
catastrophic currency and economic crises of the Jast
two years.

External Affairs Ministry officials said that during
the two-day discussions, possibilities of Indian exports
of electric locomotives to Indonesia had emerged.
India had also offered setting up a vocational training
centre for construction activities in Indonesia.

Answering a question, President Wahid said that
while Indonesia was implementing the recovery pack-
age handed over by the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) as a quid pro quo for obtaining the life-sustain-
ing loans, “it is not that we forget our people”. He
added that the IMF was also interested “to see the
Indonesian people go forward.”

Answering questions on his rebellious Minister and
former Army chief Gen. Wiranto, he said that he had
‘great’ respect for him. “We have been friends for
long.” he added.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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“Wahid hopesfor {
~better ties . _ |
(Fwith India )/

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 9. —
Indicating general satisfaction
with his interaction with the
Indian leadership, Indonesian
President Mr Abdurrahman
Wahid today expressed confi-
dence that the new brand of
democracy in his country
“would take root and flourish.

Mr Wahid appeared to take
the controversy surrounding
Gen. Wiranto in his stride,
when questioned on the matter
at a press conference this
evening. He would be request-
ing Gen. Wiranto to step down
from the Cabinet, and would
grant him pardon if he com-
plied. If he did not quit, the
President said, he had ways of
dealing with the matter.

When asked if a pardon
would not amount to ignoring
the view taken by the UN and
sections of the international
community on human rights
violations in East Timor, Mr
Wahid said he would do what
was best for his country.
Indonesia had fully complied
with the relevant UN resolu-
tions, he declared. To fulfill
every desire of the UN might
dilute national sovereignty.

Indian participation in the
international peace-keeping
effort in East Timor would be
welcome, he said. Describing
his visit as successful and pro-
ductive, he hoped the ties
between the two countries
would be restored to the extent
they were in the Sukarno era.

Signs of a revived bilateral

relationship was evide the
press conference.

THE STATESMAN
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AT LAST, RELATIONS between India and Indo-
nesia are back on track and clearly on the up-
swing. The visiting President, Mr. Abdurrahman
Wahid, has clearly spelt out his canvas for build-
ing pan-Asian ties and creating a new equation
between New Delhi and Jakarta. Despite simmer-
ing problems at home and his own frail health,
Mr. Wahid went ahead with his ambitious tour of
Europe and India to drive home the message that
he was still in command and as focussed on in-
ternational relations as on the pressing domestic
crises. India seized the occasion to roll out the
red carpet for the Indonesian leader and bilateral
talks at the highest level have reportedly struck
the right chord. The President, Mr. K. R. Naraya-
nan, the Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, and
the Leader of the Opposition, Ms. Sonia Gandhi,
have all had useful meetings with Mr. Wahid,
who must have been reassured that his plans for
cementing a partnership with India are being
warmly reciprocated. His entourage consisted of
some senior Ministers, officials and business-
men. Mr. Wahid shared his perceptions on bilat-
eral cooperation with the FICCI and presided
over the signing of two Memoranda of Under-
standing (MoU) with two public undertakings
here. -~ .
“ Vo ud, Sr 0

The MMTC, which is now a trading house,
has signed an MoU with the Indonesian Cham-
ber on counter-trade. This kind of an agreement
with some Southeast Asian countries has been
hanging fire for a couple of years. Even during the
1997 East Asian meltdown, India offered a coun-
ter-trade arrangement for the affected econo-
mies. But there were no takers. It makes sense for
a cash-strapped country, low on foreign ex-
change reserves, to enter into a barter or counter-
trade agreement with others. The latter will en-
sure that only the trade deficit need be settled in
hard currency. India-Indonesia trade already
runs to $ one billion and if there is a counter-
trade agreement in place, it can rise substantially.

FORGING TIES WITH JAKARTA ;.

The two Central Banks can monitor the flows and
settle accounts periodically. The other MoU to
enable IRCON, the Railway Construction Corpo-
ration, to execute projects in Indonesia must be
welcomed. Apart from developing railways in
some of the Southeast Asian countries, India
must ultimately work for a railway link with that
region and on to the trans-Asian railway project.
The Indonesian leader unveiled plans to work
together in the area of oil and natural gas. This is
something that must be studied in depth. As part
of the energy security plan, India must source
some of its oil and natural gas needs from the
East. It has already wasted an opportunity j
Vietnam and must finalise a clear action pJafi for
Indonesia and the East. \\

Mr. Wahid has been forthiight and practical
in his views, both on domestic ind international
issues. He must know the complexity of balanc-
ing ties with China and India oh the one hand,
and wanting to maintain the excellent rapport
Jakarta enjoys with the U.S. Last month, the vis-
iting Singapore Prime Minister, Mr. Goh Chok
Tong, shared India’s desire for creating an Asian
Free Trade Area over the long term. And now, the
Indonesian President has outlined his vision for
an Asian league, with India, China and Indonesia
at the core. It must be borne in mind that Mr.
Wahid is head of the world’s largest Muslim
country and the fourth most populated nation.
But time and again, he comes out loud and clear
as a moderate, liberal Islamic scholar-turned-po-
litical leader. He wants Islam not as a ‘state in-
stitution’ but as a ‘belief system’ or morality. It is
high time India realised the potential for building
a strategic partnership with Indonesia, spanning
the whole spectrum of economic, political and
military cooperation. New Delhi can begin by
helping Jakarta develop an informatipr technol-
ogy base and harness science andt¢chnology for
agriculture and fisheries.

P
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mi)odian PM
Hun Sen calls \(\/\)/

on Narayanan
HT Correspondent \5\0/
New Delhi, February 18

CAMBODIA TODAY said that\t
planned to reduce the strength of
its Army and implement reforms in
public administration.

Visiting Prime Minister Samdech
Hun Sen narrated to President
K.R. Narayanan the process by
which his war-ravaged country was
ending its international isolation.
He mentjoned its membership of
the Association of South East
Asian Nations in this context. He
also briefed the President about
the economic reforms ugdertaken
in Cambodia. Q) - g v

Hun Sen, who/arrived” in Ne
Delhj yesterday, began his stat‘Z\
visit this morning with a ceremoni-
al reception at the forecourt of
Rashtrapati Bhavan, followed by a
call on President Narayanan, who
hosted a luncheon.

Later this evening, Prime
Minister Hun Sen held delegation-
level talks with the Indian delega-
tion led by Prime Minister Atal

Behari Vajpayee. This wag fol-
lowed by a dinner hosted’by the
Indian Premier.
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OT A matter of coincidence; the

visits of four top dignitaries

from South East Asia in the last

10 weeks were reflective of a
conscious bid to impart due emphasis to
the look-east policy, denied to it so far. If
the new initiative is not allowed to peter
out as, regrettably, was the case with the
on-again off-again moves in the past, In-
dian diplomacy can count on handsome
dividends, political and economic. The
resultant halance is certain to be a source
of strength, enabling New Delhi to with-
stand pressures from other parts.

The visitors were Mr. Trans Duc Luong,
President of Vietnam; Mr. Goh Chok
Tong, Prime Minister of Singapore; Mr.
Abdurrahman Wahid, President of indo-
nesia, and Mr. Samdech Hun Sen, Prime
Minister of Cambodia. Then there are
contacts with the ASEAN, of which India
is a dialogue partner and, in that capacity,
attends post-ministerial meetings as also
the conclaves of the ASEAN Regional Fo-
rum, a consultative body aimed at pro-
moting preventive diplomacy and
confidence-building measures among
the states in Asia-Pacific. Increased inter-
action with South-East Asia is to be seen
not as an expediency but as an imperative
for India to get the full benefit of the sub-
stantial economic and cultural give and
take. The presence of nearly all major
powers — the U.S., China, Russia and Ja-
pan — makes it doubly attractive.

New Delhi’s preoccupation with its im-
mediate neighbours is understandable —
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Nepal, apart
from the Maldives and Bhutan, mean a
lot because of close economic and cultur-
al ties and a shared history and geogra-
phy. Pakistan is important for a different
reason — its adversarial relationship has
impinged over the years on India in the
areas of security, economics, trade and
investment and people-to-people con-
tacts. The foreign policy establishment,
however, deems it necessary to come out
with occasional disclaimers that its pol-
icies are Pakistan-centric. However, when
it comes to attention paid to the West and
the East, the lopsidedness is far too wide.
The recent contacts, if followed up seri-
ously, could reduce the imbalance.

In the early Eighties, the ASEAN was
keen on India's participation but New
Delhi cold-shoujdered it for reasons of

Looking eastward

By K. K. Katyal

Increased interaction with South-East Asia is to be seen
not as an expediency but as an imperative for India to
get the full benefit of the substantial economic and

e

cultural give and take.

%old-war politics. Later, especially, after
the disintegration of the Soviet Union, In-
dia showed a keenness to join the group-
ing but the response was far from
enthusiastic. It got the status of dialogue
partner in 1996 through a step-by-step
process. The financial crisis in the region
again slowed down the interaction. The
consequent lull is happily over.

The imperatives of closer ties with the
region are only too cobvious. As men-
tioned during the visits of the four digni-
taries, India shares land and maritime
borders with several countries and as
such has a fundamental interest in the
region’s security and in promoting wider
and deeper contacts with it for peace and
development there. There is potential for
enhancing economic cooperation and
strengthening political ties with each of
the four countries. Within this broad
framework, the agendas differed. In the
case of Singapore, which enjoys the high-
est visibility, the objective was to build
upon the existing cooperation in various
fields, notably information technology.
Indonesia was particularly interested in
enlisting India’s support to the territorial
integrity of the country — an archipelago
which poses challenges to governance. In
the case of Vietham and Cambodia, aid
was an important factor.

Indonesia, with the largest Muslim
population, has chosen a secular path as
is evident from its deep belief in the
Panchsheel and its conscious efforts to
keep religion separate from the state. The
beliefs and philosophy of its leadership,
as also India’s support for Indonesia’s
struggle for liberation and the ties sub-
sequently forged through the Nehru-Su-
karno equation, provide a strong basis for
close ties.

Aceh, northern tip of Indonesia, is just
100 km from the Andamans. Jakarta has
offered to make it a terminal for natural
gas — an exciting proposition which, if
found feasible, could give a new dimen-
sior/to economic ties.
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Unfortunately, Mr. Wahid’s visit and
his interaction with the Indian leaders did
not receive adequate media attention
here. Take, for instance, his speech, in
reply to the President, Mr. K. R. Naraya-
nan’s address at the Rashtrapati Bhavan
banquet. His model was Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, giant of the freedom struggle
who opposed the Muslim League’s phi-
losophy and its exploitation of religion for
political ends. This was what Mr. Wahid,
himself an eminent Muslim scholar, said:
“As a follower of Mahatma Gandhi, I fol-
low the late Maulana Abul Kalam Azad in
seeing him as the leader for mankind. In
Maulana Azad’s works, in translating (or
interpreting) the Quran one can see how
broadminded he was. In this respect, for
me there is already one very good exam-
ple besides Gandhiji himself and Jawa-
harlal Nehru. Because Maulana Azad, as a
Muslim, has shown to me how his works
should be the torch from which we will
take iuspiration.” Equally significant
were these words: “1 disagree with those
who would like to institutionalise 1slam
into the framework of formal one. Islam
should be developed as a morality, as a
belief system, not as a state institution.”
Because of this he found the example of
India “very instructive”.

As noted by Mr. Narayanan, the two
countries today were in a position to
cooperate with each other beyond the
realm of culture and sentiment and put
substantive economic, scientific, techno-
logical and commercial content into the
framework of the age-old friendship.

Vietnam and Cambodia, devastated by
protracted turmoil, face the gigantic task
of reconstruction now that peace prevails
and the environment in the neighbour-
hood is friendly. Vietnam is in a position
to benefit from its warm ties with India,
on the one hand, and China, on the other.
The joint ventures with India in textiles,
cement and sugar, and New Delhi’s help
in agriculture, especially in rice cultiva-
tion, have served to meet some of its

P.T.O.



widely-felt needs. The joint operations,
involving the Oil and Natural Gas Com-
mission, for prospecting oil and natural
gas in Vietnam have reached a promising
stage while the establishment of the Indi-
an consulate in Ho Chin Minh City, now
emerging as a major commercial centre,
testifies to the expanded relationship. Mr.
Trans Duc Luong talked of “‘new horizons
of cooperation’’; especially the enormous
opportunities offered by Vietnam’s Doi-
moi process and India’s reform policy.
Vietnam'’s support to India’s claim for a
seat in an expanded U.N. Security Coun-
cil and their shared world-view are anoth-
er cementing factor. The visiting
President’s remark could not but have
struck a responsive chord here: “The use
of force and imposition of policy by a
number of countries and regional orga-
nisations, unilateral military acts against
independent and sovereign states in the
Balkans and the Gulf (region) have set
dangerous precedents in international re-
lations, which seriously violated and
threatened the basic principles of inter-
national law.”

It was India’s support in the early
Eighties to the regime in Cambodia that
led to New Delhi’s alienation from the
rest of South-East Asia. In the present-day
changed context, that background was a
major binding factor. India now respon-
ded positively to suggestions for aid — a
credit of $10 million for reconstruction
work — apart from help in removing
landmines.

As regards Singapore, the agenda is
more specific. The two sides agreed to set
up two task forces — one for cooperation
. in information technology and the other
for a review of the entire gamut of eco-
nomic relations — with deadlines for
completing the jobs. Unfortunately, the
hopes aroused during Mr. Goh’s first visit
in 1994 — he was the chief guest for the
Republic Day — were not fulfilled and the
India fever he sought to generate in Sin-
gapore did not catch on — partly because
of the disappointment over the fate of a
couple of mega projects. The lessons of
the past have been taken into account
while planning for the future.

All in all, the region has promise and it
is for New Delhi to exploit it through sus-
tained interest, which is an absolute
must.
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~Singapore PM to focus on South

\ By V. Jayanth SVES W

five year cool-off, the Singapore Prime
Minister, Mr. Goh Chok Tong, is coming on a State
visit to In§ia in the third week of this month.

New Delhi, where he will have the
customary lpeetings with the President, Mr. K. R.
Narayanan, the Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee
and some of the senior Ministers, the visiting Singa-
pore leader and his business delegation will be fo-
cusing on three southern States — Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

Mr. Goh Chok Tong, who has remained one of the
strong advocates of closer engagement with India
and increased trade, economic and political ex-
changes with New Delhi, last visited the country in
1995. He chose to come to India for two successive
years, 1994 and 1995, when the India fever was run-
ning high in Southeast Asia and particularly in Sin-
gapore.

Because of the political uncertainties in New Dethi
and the swift change of Governments, the two coun-
tries could not carry forward the dialogue beyond a
point. The former Prime Minister, Mr. I. K. Gujral,
visited Singapore to re-establish the links.

With the advent of the BJP Government and its
nuclear tests, there was a cloud over India’s engage-
ment with the rest of the world and a dilution of its
“Look East” policy.

Now that the BJP-led coalition is back with a more
comfortable majority and its Foreign Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, has been able to establish a new
equation with East Asia, Singapore has possibly de-
cided it was time to cement a new partnership for
the new millennium.

Even during the past five years, Singapore and its
leadership have kept in touch with India and its
economic agenda. A top delegation from the Con-
federation of Indian Industry (CII) has been making
annual visits to both Singapore and Malaysia to
maintain the links.

Industry sources say “‘The Singapore Government
has built a corpus of funds for investment abroad
and has been encouraging its entrepreneurs to em-
bark on both a regionalisation and globalisation
programme. The Prime Minister is expected to bring
with him nearly 25 leading businessmen, in addition
to top officials from the economic and trade agen-
cies of the Government”’.

After completing the State visit and official talks in
Dethi, Mr. Goh will turn to the business aspect of his
visit. Along with the business delegation, he will
spend a little over three days in Hyderabad, Banga-
lore and Chennai,

From the beginning of Singapore’s engagement in
1994-95, Karnataka has been the major focal point.
Duringhthis visit, the Prime Minister will formally

inaugurate the IT Park near Bangalore, which hl\
been till now a flagship venture for the Singapore
consortium. ? (L % N

In the interveding period, the Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister, Mr. N. Chandrababu Naidu, has
emerged as a star attraction for foreign investors.
Keeping in mind the conflicting reports from Hyd-
erabad, Mr. Goh and his team will make an on-the-
spot assessment of the plans and facilities offered by
Mr. Naidu before finalising any joint ventures there.

Industry sources argue ‘‘The growing competition
among the three southern States will come to the
fore during this visit as one State will vie with anoth-
er to woo Singapore investors.”

Even if Hyderabad appears to be most ““business-
friendly,” there are negative reports about the
State's finances and the lack of infrastructure out-
side the capital.

As far as Karnataka is concerned, the entry of Mr.
S. M. Krishna as Chief Minister and his efforts t0
retain the State’s edge in Information Technology
seems to be attractive. If the new Chief Minister is
able to convince Singapore that their pending and
delayed proposals can be pushed through and new
projects cleared without bottlenecks, the City State
may continue to evince keen interest in Bangalore
and its environs. A major drawback in Karnataka
seems to be its infrastructure and the inability of the
administration to stick to promises and deadlines.

‘Natural affinity’

In the case of Tamil Nadu, the sources say “There
is a natural affinity between Singapore and Chennai.
But the State Government has failed to cash in on
this sentiment. The traditional links, the existing
contacts, the relatively better infrastructure and the
congenial industrial relations environment make
Tamil Nadu a very attractive destination.” ~

They explain that the Chief Minister, Mr. M. Karu-
nanidhi, had a useful visit to Singapore and Malaysia
in early 1999, but there was no follow-up. If the State
administration is able to present a practical and mu-
tually beneficial list of projects, the visitors may be
more than willing to invest in this State. Without
being preoccupied with the next election, the State
must try to keep the focus on development and in-
dustrialisation.

Infrastructure, Information Technology, tourism
and hospitality services remain the major areas of
interest and expertise for Singapore. Its experiences
in creating an “intelligent city” and linking internet
service through cable television may also be useful.
It is now up to these States and their businessmento
keep a.slate of proposals ready for the Singapore

delegation so that at least a few of thera
discussed th some detail during_this+vistt” ™
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Jndonesia for closer,
ties with India

HT Correspondent ,\)\f \“
New Delhi, January 5 Y
INDONESIAS PRESIDENT
Abdurrahaman Wahid, who is
scheduled to arrive on a visit short-
ly, is keen to develop close rela-

tions with India. Q- { § Hoar
President Wahig ha% %dentified
India, China and Japan as the
three Asian countries with which
Indonesia, still emerging out of the
shadows of two years of intense
economic and financial crisis, must
build up strong strategic and eco-
nomic relations in its bid to rebuild
its battered economy.

For the first time since the early
1960s when President Lee Kwan
Yew of Singapore proclaimed his
faith in the greatness of India,
President Wahid has revived the
image of the enormous potentials
of this country in South East Asia.

President Wahid, 59, was the
Chairman of Nahdatul Ulema
(Religious Teachers’
Organisation).

A self-proclaimed admirer of
Mahatma Gandhi, one of his first
actions upon assuming presi-
dentship was to visit the Gandhi
Ashram at Chandidasa in Bali, run

‘by another ardent Hevotee of the

Indian leader, Maddm Oka.

Apart from Mahatma Gandhi,
President Wahid is also an admirer
of Rabindranath Tagere and has
an ambition to visit Shantiniketan.
He is also a fan of Satyajit Ray’s
films and Pandit Ravi Shankar’s
music. While he recognises Japan’s
role as the economic superpower
of Asia, in his plans to rebuild
Indonesia, China and its diaspora
(extending right up to Singapore)
occupy an equally important role
for the two most vita] factors for
economic revival—capital and
entrepreneurship.

As far as India is concerned,
President Abdurrahaman Wahid is
looking for assistance in two spe-
cific areas—small and medium
sectors and agriculture.

In President Abdurrahaman pol-
icy statement, he has mentioned
that Indonesia can learn valuable
lessons from India in intermediate
technology. His approach is, how-
ever, not just economic but strate-
gic as well. The roles that Japan
and China have been playing, and
will be asked increasingly to play,

are related to capital, high technol:
ogy and entrepreneurship.
el
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India on ri

S

HT Correspondent O} v
New Delhi, January 18 o

SINGAPORE
PRIME Minister
Goh Choc Tong
today said
investors had
recognised that
the Indian
Government was
moving in the
right direction.
Speaking at a dinner hosted in
his honour by Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee, Mr Goh said that
Indian economy was on the
rebound and "all the key macro-
economic indices are healthy."
Handing over fulsome prais

\ X

the Vajpayee Governkncnts eco-
nomic liberalisation drive, he said,
"Your National Democratic
Alliance Government has, in the
short three months, successfully
worked with the Opposition to
pass key reform Bills. The market
has applauded these moves and
pushed up the Sensex to new
heights."

Speaking at a luncheon meeting,
President K R Narayanan called
for collective international action
to combat terrorism and drug-traf-

ficking,
HgAaid that there were no inter-
1onal boundaries to terrorism.

" Pointing out that India was
among the world's "foremost" tar-
gets of cross-border terrorism and

THE HINDUSTAN TMES
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ight fiscal track: Goh

had been s}& a number of years,
he said that unless there were con-
certed counter-measures, the two
scourges would continue well into
the new millennium.

Earlier, President Narayanan
and Prime Minister Gol, who was
accorded a ceremonial reception
this morning at Rashtrapati
Bhavan, held discussions in a warm
and friendly atmosphere.

President Narayanan said that
India hoped to achieve a 7 per cent
annual growth rate compared to
today's 5-6per cent.

President Naryayanan described
India's economic liberalisation pol-
icy as a prudent one which could
avoid major dislocations in the
economny.
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India, Singapore,
to set up
free trade zone

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 19. India and Sin-
gapore are likely to set up a joint
task force to work out modalities
for creating an Asian free trade
zone. ‘v R Tv 3

The Binance Ministers dre likely
to head the task force. Rhe two
countries have also decidell to set
up another task force to itlentify
areas of convergence and cooper-
ation in the Information Technol-
ogy sector. Q] SN |

The suggestion for a free trade
zone came from the visiting
Prime Minister of Singapore, Mr.
Goh Chok Tong, who conveyed it
to the Union Finance Minister,
Mr. Yashwant Sinha. Mr. Sinha
said there was a great merit in the
concept and felt that the issue
must be approached proactively
by all Asian countries.

Appreciating the on-going eco-
nomic reforms, Mr. Goh suggest-
ed that their pace be increased so
that India was not submerged by
the strong Western economies.

At a separate function, the Min-
ister for Information Technology,
Mr. Pramod Mahajan, told the
business delegation accompany-
ing Mr. Goh that two coun-
tries had decidgd’to form a task
force to idenyify areas of conver-
ooperation in the IT

sector.
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/ Red carpet for Singapore PM

By R. ]. Rajendra Prasad

HYDERABAD, JAN. 19. The State Gov-
i ernment has rolled out the red
carpet for the visiting Singapore
Prime Minister, Mr. Goh Chok
Tong, to send the message that
Andhra Pradesh is a “happening
State”” with a friendly investent
atmosphere. ? A

Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, a long time
Singapore Prime Minister, and his
successor, Mr. Goh, are the two
leaders of South Asia admired
most by the Chief Minister, Mr. N.
Chandrababu Naidu, for the way
they transformed a tiny City-State
with a population of 28 lakhs, into
a major economic power. If Hyd-
erabad looks cleaner and neater
compared to other metros in the
country today, the credit should
go to Singapore’s experience
which Mr. Naidu has tried to rep-
licate here.

Even so, Mr. Naidu took per-
sonal interest in sprucing up the
State capital. The road divider
from Greenlands guest house to
Rajiv Gandhi statue, a length of
one kilometre, looks green with
freshly laid grass and flowering

plants. The bad patch of road to-
wards Raj Bhavan was relaid for
the Prime Minister's visit. Such
extraordinary care and personal
interest was not taken by Mr. Nai-
du, during the visit of other digni-
taries in the past.

Despite several prokl%\s\ con-
fronting the Government, Mr.
Naidu is meticulously pursuing
his goal of ushering in an atmo-
sphere of “good governance’ in
the State. In line with this think-
ing, the entire Cabinet and all
Secretaries to the Government to-
day attended a presentation by
Prof. Bala V.Balachandran, of the
]. L. Kellogg Graduate School of
Management in the U.S. for
about two hours on the theme of
“information systems and deci-
sion sciences’’. This presentation
was video graphed, and would be
shown to other decision makers,
such as Heads of Departments
and District Collectors later. Next
week, Mr. Prahlad, the “manage-
ment guru” will make a similar
presentation here.

This is a new experience for the
Cabinet Ministers and Secretaries

here, and there was a mixed reac-
tion among them, some wonder-
ing of what use would such
academic exercises be to them.
Some of the concepts explained
today, such as improving the
profitability of an organisation
through increased incentives, or
reducing the spending, applies
mainly to commercial rather than
Government institutions. But
even so, the idea is that exposure
to new ideas and concepts would
improve the quality of govern-

ance. 6 v ‘
Afterihre’e—day holiday in D
bai, Mr. Naidu will travel to Da-
vos, Switzerland on January 27 for
the Economic Summit. He has to
contend with the criticism of the
Opposition parties  that = his
schemes were aimed at self-pub-
licity, that his achievements since
the general elections last October
were “‘zere”, a continuing strike
by junior doctors demanding
higher stipend, among others, but
the Chief Minister says he is fully
committed to making Hyderabad
a “knowledge hub” and Andhra
Pradesh a fully developed State.
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~+"Goh’s warning on convertibility

GOH CHOK TONG

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 19. The visiting
Singapore Prime Minister, Mr.
Goh Chok Tong, today cautioned
developing countries such as In-
dia against haste in moving to-
wards capital account
convertibility, even while seeking
greater liberalisation on_foreign
investment flows. ) &
Speaking to a galaxy of &orpo-
rate leaders, bureaucrats an§i dip-
lomats at a function here tpday,
Mr. Goh warned the develdping
economies against moving to-
wards capital account convert-
ibility without a well-developed
banking and financial sector.
“Unless (the) developing coun-
tries are fully prepared, they
should not liberalise too quickly
on the capital account as they
could be overwhelmed by the
sudden withdrawal of short-term
funds invested in the stock mar-
kets. Countries without a strong
Central Bank and well-developed
system of financial supervisory
systems should not open up
quickly as funds can come in and
leave very quickly, and economies

can be ruined,” he said.(i e

At the same time, MF. éofl
pointed out that Singapore was
strengthening its financial sector
in the wake of the South Asian
currency crisis and also to meet
the onslaught of competition. It
had plans of utilising Indian man-
power in a big way, both in terms
of skilled labour for construction
activities and technical personnel
in the Information Technology
sector. Proposals had been made
to train Indian workmen for con-
struction projects in Singapore.
Another proposal was to educate

The Congress(l) president, Mrs. Sonia Gan

A

f the Republic

\.

The Singapore Prime Minister, Mr. Goh Chok Tong, with the CIl members, Mr. Jamshyd N.
Godrej (extreme left), Mr. Arun Bharat Ram, (second from left) and Mr. Rahul Bajaj (right),

at a meeting in New Delhi, on Wednesday.Photo: Anu Pushkarna.

and train young Indians who
could then return to this country.
“But I hope you don’t mind if
some of them stay on in Singa-
pore,” he added in a lighter vein.

Responding to a query by the
MTNL chairman, Mr. S. Rajago-
palan, about Singapore’s lack of
interest in the Indian telecom sec-
tor, Mr. Goh said there might be a
misguided notion that it was diffi-
cult to operate in this country.
Though he was not aware of the

, with Mr. Goh Chok
Tong in New Delhi on Wegtlesday.

opening up of the telecom sector,
he said he would surely advise in-
vestors in Singapore to come
here. However, Mr. Goh also
mentioned in this context, Singa-
pore’s fruitless efforts to set up an
airline joint venture. India could
have adopted an open skies pol-
icy, allowed investments to come
in from abroad and then utilised
funds saved for other develop-
ment projects.

Earlier, delivering the key-note
address on “Globalisation in the
new millennium” at a meeting or-
ganised by the Confederation of
Indian Industry, Mr. Goh warned
that the backlash against global-
isation had begun but no econo-
my was strong enough to stop the
tide. Neither was there a viable al-
ternative. As such, governments
would have to strengthen domes-
tic institutions and equip citizens
with skills to cope with the new
environment.

Calling upon India’s corporate
sector to prepare for the changes
following the recent economic re-
forms, he said the Indian econo-
my would experience the same
pattern of corporate mergers and
internationalisation of business
operations which had already oc-
curred in the developed countries
and which was going on in East

Asia. ‘1 believe that when India
liberalises its economy and plugs
itself into the global network, it
will fulfill its vast economic po-
tential,” he said.

Referring to the failure of the
Seattle WTO meeting, he said it
could threaten the survival of the
multilateral trading system.

Without an international order
to regulate global trade, the world
could fragment into exclusive and
protectionist trading blocs.

It could evolve into a two-tiered
system in which developed econ-
omies would be linked by trade
and technologies while excluded
developing economies would
have to seek refuge in isolationist
policies.

Conceding the substantial dif-
ferences in the levels of develop-
ment between India and
Singapore, he said his country's
experience had shown that it was
possible t¢ birness the forces of
globalisation for the good of the
people. Ultimately, isolation and
protectionism could not be the
answer.

The essential requirement was
to build the capabilities for the

people to derive, the benefits of
globalisatioV
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/Sﬁlgapore

By Our Special Correspondent \

BANGALORE, JAN. 21. The Singapore
Prime Minister, Mr. Goh Chok
Tong, today urged more Indian
companies to use Singapore as a
platform to expand their business
in East Asia. “One interesting area
is e-business,” Mr. Goh said.

Inaugurating the International
Tech Park at Whitefield near Ban-
galore, Mr. Goh said e-business
was  experiencing  explosive
growth in Asia as evidenced by a
large number of ‘dot.com’ com-
panies. The Indian IT companies
would find Singapore an excellent
launching pad into the Asian e-
business market.

Referring to the transformation
of the Tech Park since he visited
the site in 1994, Mr. Goh said with
the coming of the IT era the stra-
tegic alliance between India and
Singapore would bring great syn-
ergy. Y- N~¢ - )

The Tech Park was “an icon in
Bangalore and it may be more apt
to call it the Silicon Plateau of In-
dia and one of the top 10 IT desti-
nations of the world”, the
Singapore Prime Minister said.

The Chief Minister, Mr. S.M.
Krishna, said the State Govern-
ment would like to create an IT
corridor of Bangalore, starting
from Whitefield and following a
well-delineated path to the Elec-
tronics City on the South-East of
the City. Fibre optic communica-
tion lines would be laid shortly

ideal ‘launching pad’

The Singapore Prime Minister, Mr. Goh Chok Tong, who
inaugurated the Singapore Technology Park at Whitefield near
Bangalore, going round the area. He is accompanied by the
Kamataka Chief Minister, Mr. S.M. Krishna (second from left), Mr.
Ratan Tata (second from right) and the Karnataka Minister for
Large Industries, Mr. R.V. Deshpande. Photo: T.L. Prabhakar

throughout the corrider along
with a modern transport system,
including an elevated railway,
theme parks and uninterrupted
power supply.

The State Government would
start work within a fortnight on
the Cyber Parks in Mangalore and
Mysore and link them up with a
similar facility in Hubli, which
would result in a “Silicon Quad-
rangle”’, Mr. Krishna said. On e-
governance, he said a subsidiary
of the Singapore Computer Board

THE HINDU
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had been engaged to design an
integrated Management Informa-
tion System which would directly
link all districts with the State
headquarters. To promote decen-
tralisation, Kannada-based com-
puter systems were to be
provided to the gram panchayats
through a Wide Area Network.

The Chairman of Information
Technology Park Ltd., Mr. Ratan
Tata, said 21 new companies
signed documents today to take
up space in the park.

/ ,




/" Goh for Asian free trade zone

By V. Jayanth

CHENNAI, JAN. 22. Asia must think of a “free trade ar-
ea” to avoid being marginalised because of the.go-
ings on in other parts of the world, the Singapore
Prime Minister, Mr. Goh Chok Tong, said today.

In an interview to The Hindu at the end of his
six-day visit to India, Mr. Goh said, “It was your
Finance Minister’s idea and my argument was that
the WTO free trade regime was preferable. Since an-
other round of negotiations is not about to begin and
since the West has its own free trade arrangements,
Asia may be marginalised.” - \1(\‘ 4 178

He said that the North American Free Ttade Ar. &
(NAFTA) could expand to cover the Americas an
that the European Community was expanding to in
clude other countries. So an Asian Free Trade Area
would be a good idea. “I think it is for the long term.
see no harm in getting some economists and aca-
demics to study this idea. If the benefits are obvious,
then I think we must consider this seriously.”

The Prime Minister said there was a “lapse of at-
tention” in the interaction between India and the
ASEAN. “We were preoccupied with the financial
crisis and India was not too deeply affected by it.
Now that the crisis is over, I think both sides must
begin to nurture our cordial relations and turn it to

\

something much stronger.” Mr. Goh, who visited
India after a gap of five years, said that during his
earlier visit, only the Prime Minister, Mr. P.V. Nara-
simha Rao, and the Finance Minister, Dr. Manmo-
han Singh, were talking about reforms. But now,
there was a wider consensus. One major change now
was that the States and their Chief Ministers were
pro-active and there was a healthy competition to
attract foreign investments. ‘“They must work for a
pro- investment climate for foreign investors and we
are certainly keen on tapping Indian potential.”

If India pushed ahead with the second generation
reforms and opened up its economy, besides in-
creasing its trade with the ASEAN, the time would
come to invite India to a summit of ASEAN leaders,

Mr. Goh said. S/ (; e N

Making it clear it was his view, the Prime Minister
said, “I have to test this out on my colleagues in the
ASEAN. We have this regular dialogue with the East
Asian countries of Japan, South Korea and China
because of the economic benefits. If India opens up
and there is a increase in trade between India and
the ASEAN, I think a dialogue is called for at our
regular summits. At the right time, I think there is a
place for India at the ASEAN-plus-Asian countries
dialogue.”
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Wahid’s interest in Indi
\ By Dileep Padgaonka W

1)?) (Continued from Page 1)
e words were uttered without
a hint of reproach. And with good
s oo, As a widely respected
scholar in the world’s
Muslim nation, Mr Wahid,

through his 30-million-strong or-
/%nisation known as the Nahdlatul

lama (NU), has preached and
practised an Islam which is moder-
ate, tolerant of other faiths and,
what is singularly striking, at ease
with Indonesia’s Hindu and Bud-
dhist cultural heritage.

Apart from his abiding reverence
for Mahatma Gandhi, Mr Wabhid is
renowned for his passionate inter-
est in Indian classical and popular
music (Ustad Vilayat Khan per-
formed at the Presidential Palace
on Wednesday), his familiarity with
the Ramayana and the Mahabhara-

culture an XSset to ties

a and his fondness for the writings

f Rabindranath Tagore. Like his
Vice President, Megawati
Sukarnoputri, he holds India’s
democracy and its secular order in
high esteem. By that same token, he
holds hegemonism, religious ex-
tremism and terrorism with barely
concealed contempt.

Hegemonism, he said, is just
plain narrow-mindedness. “When
orthodox Jews stone cars on the
sabbath (Saturday), that is consid-
ered to be Western. But when Mus-
lims, who are also faced with similar
problems, do likewise, that is seen
as non-Western. This is crazy.” He
gave another example. “The pow-
erful West says that the one-wife
norm is universal. But in ancient In-
dia, in South-East Asia, in the pre-
Islamic world and even in Judaism,
this was not the norm.” }l




