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he visit of. the Ruséi;n p¥esident, Mr Vladimir
I Putin, was a study in contrast. There has rarely

been a visit by a head of state so rich in substance

and yet so lacking in popular appeal and enthusiasm.
Consider first the gains from the visit. On three issues of
critical importance to India, the presidential visit has
gone beyond expectations. Most important is the memo-
randum of understanding signed on furthering bilateral
cooperation on peaceful uses of atomic energy. Although.
the precise details of the memorandum are not known, it

: signals Moscow’s decision to move away from the nu-
" clear suppliers group strategy of blanket noncoopera-

tion with India on nuclear issues until it accepts full
scope safeguards on its facilities. This is extremely sig-
nificant. The Russian decision will help revitalize
India’s nuclear power generation programre, acceler-

. ate progress on the nuclear power station at Kudanku-
" lamand could, in the long term, become the basis for a re-

view by other countries within the NSG of their abso-
lutist stance towards India. Simultaneously, there was

" substantial progress made in defence cooperation with

,the Kashmir problem should be resolved bilate
/ the hasis of compromise and that the line of

. relations with the West. The Cold War is over; a strategic

the establishment of an inter-ministerial commission on
military-technical cooperation, and India a;
$ 3 billion worth of Russian hardware. alln
No less significantly, Moscow has
backed India’s position on Kashmir and Pakis

should be respected unconditionally. On the other; Rus-
sia agreed with New Delhi that a dialogue with Islam-

. abad can be resumed only when “necessary measures

are taken for cessation of support for cross-border ter-
rorism.” Moscow also made it clear that there were no

- plans for Mr Putin to visit Pakistan and corrected the ap-

prehensions in New Delhi that Moscow was seeking to
engage Pakistan in a strategic relationship that might
undermine Russia-India ties. The joint working group

¢ on Afghanistan will be of critical importance to both
~ India and Russia. It is noteworthy that both countries
* have agreed to coordinate their strategies to deal with a
. new form of religious terrorism, inspired by Pakistan
" and Afghanistan, that is seeking to subvert secular,

multi-ethnic, pluralistic countries, of which India and
Russia are among the largest. The call for sanctions

. against the faliban “unless they cease support to inter-

national terrorism, drug trafficking and conform to in-

. ternatjonal norms on human rights”, should be the first

step in a global campaign against the medievalist regime
in Afghanistan. )

There was much to be happy about and little to quar-
rel with the substance of Mr Putin’s visit. Yet, the Russ-
ian presidential visit generated little enthusiasm within
the media or within the larger strategic community.

i Quite clearly, the United States’s shadow loomed large on
. the visit. India’s new engagement with the US has struck

-a ehord with the elite and the establishment, and there
was little chance that Mr Putin’s visit would generate the
same attention as Mr Bill Clinton’s earlier this year.
Moreover, the Russian president’s visit was ill-timed. A
spate of visits by foreign dignitaries, and Atal Behari Va-
jpayee’s visit to the US has fatigued foreign policy watch-
ers. This lack of enthusiasm should not prevent the for-
ward movement of bilateral relations. Relations with
Russia, it is vital to stress, will not beat the cost of India’s

partnership with Russia is based on pragmatism and gife
common quest for a multipolar international syst
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7 Comrades in Arm%wQ P

The new Indo-Russian arms transfer relationship is basc% on a'win-
win formula. The Russian defence industry desperately needs the oxy-
gen of Indian orders to survive. On the other hand, the failure of its
own research and development programmes compels India to go to
Russia to help plug the gaps in its defence posture. Much of the
“power” that Russia possessed in its 45-year span as a superpower
came from its impressive armoury. For India this turned out to be for-
tuitous. In the *60s when western countries refused to supply sub-
marines znd supersonic fighters to India, the Soviet Union stepped in
and sold arms to New Delhi at friendship prices, and that too in non-
convertible rupees. The good times lasted till the Soviet Union dis-
solved and the rump of Russia remained. In the "90s, the Indian armed
forces tried desperately to shake off their Russian connection but
failed. Even when an alternative supplier like France was available,
the cost of weapons systems were prohibitive. Besides, the bulk of the
Indian armed forces were equipped with Russian weapons and sys-
tems. And again, the Russians were willing to bend the rules to assist
India in its nuclear submarine and missile programme. In 1996, India
took the first major step in restoring the old arms transfer ties when it
signed a contract for the supply of 40 Su-30MKI fighters and the up-
grade of over a hundred Mig-21 aircraft. Negotiations since then have
been protracted, primarily because of,l\ndian doybts about restoring
the Russian connection. ﬁ\/\b Y\j

The Putin visit, the declaratiol of a strategic payinership, and the
signature on a ministerial-level military-technic dAgreement marks
an end of the period of doubt and the beginning of a\pew arms trans-
fer rela:ionship.India has contracted Russia to supply over 300 T-90S
tanks and signed a protocol to facilitate the purchase of the
Admircl Gorshkov aircraft carrier. Another protocol has set the stage
tor the manufacture of the Su-30MKI fighter at HAL. The deals an-
nounced are only the tip of the proverbial iceberg. There are scores of
small-t.cket items that add up to providing the Indian armed forces a
tremendous punch in the coming years. In these circumstances, some
countries probably need to worry, but not China. {ts own multi-billion
weapo1s acquisitions from Russia are merely icing for the cake made
from i's own extensive domestic arms manufacturing base. But the
view from Islamabad is bound to be bleak. There has been a distress-
ingly triumphal air about the visits of Bill Clinton and Vlad Putin to
New Dielhi. The arrangements worked out with regard to Afghanistan
seem dlesigned to undermine Pakistan’s victory in that country, albeit
through its Taliban proxy. But Islamabad’s immediate problem is how
to counter the juggernaut of high-performance tanks, fighter aircraft
and st bmarines that the Indian armed forces are acquiring in the com-
ing decade. With no money in the treasury, hard-line Pakistani military
leaders would figure that they have an approximately 18-month ‘win-
dow cf opportunity’ to do a second Kargil on India before the new ac-
quisitions tilt the balance decisively against Islamabad. New Delhi
needs to keep up its military guard, but it also needs to redouble its
diplomatic efforts to get the world community to check Islamabad’s
adventurist streak. / «
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Autin, Clinton visits reaffirm”
non- ahgnment in India’s Qh y

HT correspondent
New Dethi, October 7

THE CONGRESS has welcomed
the ‘positive outcomes’ of Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s visit.
Chairman of the Congress’ foreign
affairs committee Natwar Singh
said this visit after an equally suc-
cessful trip of US President Bill
Clinton reaffirmed the continuing
relevance of non-alignment in
[ndia’s foreign policy.

Speaking to reporters, Mr Singh
;aid thet India and Russia had to
wdjust to major changes that took
olace in the world in the last
decade. “Still both countries con-
tinue to give highest importance to
a close relationship with each
other. President Putin’s visit has

W\’%

further fortlfled th' T s&g " he
said. Mr Singh said sevqral impor-
tant agreements wefe signed
between the two countties which
reflected the intensity of the past
relationship and the promise of a
new and emerging partnership.

Talking about Congress
President Sonia Gandhi’s meeting
with Mr Putin, Mr Singh said the
Russian President recalled the
valuable contributions made by
former Prime Ministers Jawaharlal
Nehru, Indira and Rajiv Gandhi to
consolidate this bilateral relation-
ship.

“Mr Putin also hoped that there
will be greater party-to-party con-
tacts. This offer was welcomed by
the Congress President,” Mr Singh
said.
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DO-RUSSIAN TIES-II

500 ' .
Younger Brother Embracing The Elder
ASONTINUOUS and en-?(\ \© gy Rk DASGUPTA

lightened Russian inter-

st in India begins with

the work of GS Lebedev (1749-
1817) who is meritioned in the
Oxford Slavonic Papers (ed., 8
Konvalov) as the “first Russian
Indologist” and “the Founder of
the Bengali theatre™ (Oxford
Slavonic Papers, Clarendon

| Press,Vol.vii, 1¢57,p.1) Lebe-

dev’s Bengali traaslation of R P
Jodrell’s The Disguise was first
performed on Calcutta on 5
November 1795. Lebedev’s
Grammar of the Pure and
Mixed East Indian Dialects
published in England in 1801

' is an early Hincusthani gram-

life, as in India”.

t is this passion for the
Orient which prompted Dos-
toievski (1821-1881) to say:
“Give us Asia and we shall cre-
ate no difficulties for Europe”.
The novelist also said: “It
would be useful for Russia to
forget Petersburg for some
time and to turn her soul
toward the East”. (see A
Aronson, Europe Look at India,
1946, p.128-129).

Tolstoy turned to this East
when he found in Vivekananda
a great philosopher. The whole

o&the purpose ahd meaning of

to Tolstoy’s A letter to a Hindu
(1909} Gandhi calls himself an
“humble follower of that great
teacher whom I have long
looked upon as one of my
guides... one of the clearest
thinkers in the western world,
one of the greatest writers”.
That the Tolstoyan apprecia-
tion of Vivekananda and
Gandhi survived in Soviet
Russia we can see from AP
Gnatyuk-Danil chuk’s articles
“Tolstoy and Vivekananda”
included in Swami Viveka-
nanda Studies in Soviet Union
(1987) published by the Rama-
krishna Mission Institute of
Culture. In this article Danil-
chuk says that

European. Labe-
dev’s Russian work
on the Manners and
Customs of the Hin-
dus of Eastern 'ndia
(1805) includes a pic-
of Goddess
Durga as she is wor-
shipped in Bengal.
There is evidence in
this work to estab-
lish that Lebedev is
Russia’s first Sans-
kritist. In 1811 there
was published in St
Petersburg, in Rus-
sian and in French,
an anonymous work
on the affinities
between Russien and
Sanskrit. It is not
unlikely that Lebe-
dev had a hand in

/

.

Vivekananda’s
works are being
read with keen in-
terest in the Soviet
Union, and have
even inspired our

a quotation
Valentin Side-

nanda. “He was
ive a naked sword/
his thought ringing
like a steel blade/
Glistening, spark-
ling, fluttering”.

1 confess I have no
knowledge of Russi-
an interest in In-

dian life .and
thought in the
years, about de-

the preparat.on of
this work. Uvarov, President of
the Academy of Sciences, inau-
gurated Sanskritic studies in
the Academy in 1818 and in
the long addr2ss on the occa-
sion, he said that “the litera-
ture of India is the first and
most importait and the most

extensive of al oriental litera--

tures”.

SANSKRIT

“Indian poetryv”, he added,
“bears the im.print of elegant
simplicity and at the same time
complete maturity of mind and
spirit”. This enthusiasm about
ancient Indian literature led
Otto Von Bohtlingk (1815-
1904), the St Petersburg
Sanskritist. first to bring out
an edition of Panini’s Sanskrit
grammar (1839-1840) and then
the Great St. Petersburg Sans-
krit Dictionary in collaboration
with several other European
Sanskritists (1852-1875).

The distinction of being the
founder of Russian Indology,
however, goes to Ivan Minayev
(1840-1890) who is the first
European to say: “knowledge of
oriental religions ... has great
importance for the thinking
man of rtodern times”.
Minayev was given a reception
at the Asiatic Society of Bengal
about which he wrote in his
diary: “I am always surprised
by the kindness of the Bengalis
towards me: it is kindness to
Russian and not to me person-
ally”. Minayev’s love of India is
the backgroand of nineteenth
century Russia’s respect for
India which was deepened by
the Russiar Buddhist scholar
SF Oldenburg (1963-1934).

Oldenburg is a link between
old Russia and the Soviet
regime and it was two years
after the Russian revolution
that he said at a Buddhist
exhibition at Petrograd in
1919: “Nowhere in the world
can there have been a people
who sought with such effort
and intensity to find answers
to questions of life and death,

story of Tolstoy’s response to
India, particularly to Viveka-
nanda and Gandhi, is well told
in Alexander Shifman’s Tolstoy
and India (Eng. tr., AV
Esaulov, 1969). Tolstoy read
Shri Ramakrishna Parama-
hamsa’s Sayings published in
1905 in Madras and exclaimed
“wonderful sayings” and decid-
ed to bring out a Russian edi-
tion of the work which unfortu-
nately he could not do. Tols-
toy’s admiration for Swami
Vivekananda flowed from his
respect for Ramakrishna.
Asking IF Nazhivin to send
him Vivekananda's Speeches
and Articles he said: “The read-
ing of such books is more than
a pleasure, it is a broadening of
the soul”. In 1909, a year
before his death Tolstoy said: “I
love Indian philosophy. The
most eminent of modern India
philosophers is Vivekananda”.

TOLSTOY

Tolstoy’s response to
Mahatma Gandhi’s ideal of

‘non-violence is beautifully

expressed in the correspon-
dence between the two very
ably edited with an introduc-
tion by Dr Kalidas Nag whose
Tolstoy and Gandhi appeared
in 1950, After reading Gandhi’s
Indian Home Rule (1909),
Tolstoy wrote in his letter to
him dated 7 May 1910: “I have
read your book with great
interest, because I think the
questions you have therein
dealt with are important not
only for Indians, but for the
whole of mankind”. In his let-
ter to Gandhi dated 7 Septem-
ber 1910 Tolstoy wrote: “Your
work in Transvaal, which
seems to be far away from the
centre of the world, is yet the
most fundamental and the
most important to us supplying
the most weighty practical
proof in which the world can
now share and with which
must participate not only the
Christian but all the peoples of
the world”. In his introduction

PR

cade, since the for-
mation of the Russian Fede-
ration. Perhaps there is noth-
ing striking and significant.
But about one thing we may be
certain. There is now a Russian
view of our ancient thought
which is a part of the modern
world’s approach to Hindu-
Buddhist Indian culture.

PHILOSOPHY

That view has been estab-
lished by F1 Shoerbatskoy
(1866-1842) who has presented
Buddhist philosophy as on pre-
cious possession of the modern
world. Shoerbatskoy may
appear to be a a little too logi-
cal for those who find their
truth in mysticism. But philos-

-ophy must have had a hard

spine to sustain all our ideas
and beliefs and give them an
intelligible essence.

When Shoerbatskoy wrote his
The Conception of Buddhist
Nirvana (1927) in English, he
gave us a clear understanding
of not only of Buddhist philoso-
phy but of Indian philosophy in
general. In the same way his
two-volume Buddhist Logic
(1930-1932) is an enlightened
introduction to Indian thought.
We must not be frightened by
the severe intellectual rigour of
this Russian scholar: we must
master his ideas as the begin-
ning of a grand Indo-Russian
enterprise towards a new
understanding of our philoso-
phy.

A firm step towards it was
taken in 1969 when Dr Debi-
prasad Chattopadhyaya edited
Harish C Gupta’s English
translation of the papers of
Schoerbatskoy in this city.

When President Clinton visit-
ed India, he visited a foreign
country with whose people he
wanted to have the best of rela-
tions. When President Putin

visited our country on the '

birthday of Mahatma Gandhi.
it is for him a homecoming, the
younger brother embracing the
elder.

(Concluded)

T ——

roy's poem on Vive-




7~ Realism to the fore

THERE ARE few as critical and unsentimental about the
Soviet Union as Vladimir Putin. In an assessment of Russia at
the turn of the millennium, Mr Putin spoke of communism as a
“road to a blind alley” that led his country “far away from the
mainstream of civilisation”. The Russian President wants his
country to be part of Europe. He has no doubt a growth-driven,
market-based economy is essential to Russia’s resuscitation.
On the other hand, he also believes the primary agent for
Russian reform must be the State. A strong State, he has said,
is “the initiator and main driving force of any change”. Mr
Putin praises democracy and liberal values but argues Russia
can ill afford such luxuries. All this makes Mr Putin the latest
in a long line of reformers going back to Peter the Great who
have sought to modernise Russia-under the crack of a whip.
Mr Putin has also outlined the sort of world the new Russia
needs to keep reforms on track. He rejects economic isolation-
ism, embraces trade and foreign investment. He also wants
stability along Russia’s periphery. Mr Putin is unmoved by the
trappings of superpowerdom. He recently indicated a willing-
ness to scrap most of Russia’s nuclear arsenal. The Soviet
Union saw India as a major geopolitical counter to China.
The new Russia, with its Switzerland-size economy, is less con-
cerned with such global games. Until the present visit, the new
Russia had minimal interest in India. No Russian President had
come to India in eight years. Mr Putin indicated his. foreign

policy priorities by visiting Europe and east Asia before comjn
to the sub-continent, D C)(%w \)\f(\v
What the summit has'ddne is recalibrate the Indo-Russian
relationship to a lower, but\more realistic level. It has dug up
common interests in contaiming the terrorist breeding grounc
of Afghanistan and cooperat:%g to get middle ranking power:
some manoeuvring space in a unipolar world. This is enough t
construct an Indo-Russian relationship for the next decade o
two. It is not the stuff of a two-in-one world vision, For all th
talk of a strategic partnership, Moscow and New Delhi do no
paint the big picture in the same colours any more, Mr Putin {:
unenthusiastic about New Delhi’s nuclear ambitions and ha:
shied away from endorsing a permanent Security Council sea
for India. There is no evidence that the economic links will g
beyond the sale of jet fighters, The main accomplishment of the
visit is that leaders of the new Russia now have reasons to mark
New Dethi on their maps while leaders of a new India ha
more than just the past to make them think of Moscow. /
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< Farewell to arms

NEW DELHI and Moscow have reportedly signed what is
Jargest single arms deal ever for Russia’s arms industry. Und
the $ 3 billion deal, India will a ‘150 Sukhoi-30 Mk I fighter
| aircraft to its fleet over the next 17 years. The real accomplish-
‘ment of the deal is that the Sukhois will be manufactured in
India with Russian assistance. This should mean a complete
transfer of the technology involved in making this multipurpose
fighter. India expects to be able to manufacture every compo-
nent of the aircraft. On paper, this is a perfect match. India
needs to replace its ageing fleet of fighters and cannot get them
from the West. Russia needs money to design and manufacture
a new generation of such aircraft. The question that needs to be
asked is whether Russia, whose military-industrial complex has
shrunk 90 per cent since the Cold War’s end, can deliver.

Russia is'the world’s fourth largest .a.t&ljgﬁ?xlgnﬂowever, it is
rapidly falling behind in the high-téchriology “aspects of war-
fare. The Su-30 fighters it recently sent to India have been lit- |
tle more than souped-up Su-27s, lacking the avionics and elec-
tronic warfare apparatus that truly determine who rules the
skies. New Delhi is trying to get Israeli or French equipment to |
plug these gaps. While the new arms deal should provide India
a lot of engineering knowhow, it will not provide electronics or
software. This is not a problem so long as Pakistan remains |
unable to purchase weapons from either the West or Russia.
However, India may find it hard to match the Chinese. Beijing
' gets the same equipment and technology from Russia. It also
buys Russian brains: over 4,000 Russian engineers and scien-
tists have migrated to China.

India needs to start thinking more strategically about its arms
supplies. Russia’s arms industry depends on advances from
India and China to pay for the research and development of its
next generation of weapons. But no amount of money will
allow it to develop the information-based technologies that
drive modern warfare. Russia will remain 2 good source of
platforms, especially tanks and basic aircraft components like
engines, for maybe another decade. The latest deal is quite
likely to be the last bit of arms technology India will be able
to squeeze from the leftovers of the old Soviet arms industry,
And even then it will only give half an aircraft.

Storm troopers, party-poopers

IT IS rather difficult to comment on — let alone make sense of
— the latest rackus made by a section of the Sangh parivar. In
the past, these self-imposed guardians of Hindu culture have {
shown their antipathy to Valentine’s Day celebrations, birthday
cakes and beauty pageants. Just when one thought that things '
couldn’t get more ridiculous, the Hindu Jagran Manch, yet
! another shopfront of the RSS, has warned the people of Uttar -
Pradesh against welcoming the New Year. If such a threat was
not serious, one would have been bemused to see this challenge
against the Gregorian calendar. Unfortunately, the parivar is, .
as always, dead serious. They have already warned hotels, clubs -
and restaurants about the dire consequences if celebrations !
aren’t “toned down”. In Sangh-speak that means no liquor, no ‘
dance, no music, but “celebrating in a traditional manner with |
prayers, charity and other good deeds”. Making beards and
burgas compulsory would have completed the transformation | '
nister Kajna ingh has already

announced a ban on beauty contests, while women in Kanpur t
University were recently harassed for wearing Western attire.
Going by such precedence, one is unlikely to write off the lat-
est threat. Tl}ere is, however, a slight hitch. While the UP
Government is only too keen to help in the civilisational battle
against the “systemic attempt by multinational companies to
corrupt our youth”, some state ministers and bureaucrats have
bypassed the ‘ban’ by opting to usher in the New Year in less
constricting climes. Around 15 of them have already. left to |§
holiday abroad. To stop more egg yolk landing on their face
the Manch has requested the Chief Minister to put a stop tc;
any further flight of revellers.

The Sangh parivar has once again shown that it needs to ‘get
a life’, If this option is unavailable to the ‘custodians’ of Hindu
culture, they should at least stop playing dog in the manger.
One can already see the next item on their hit list: the Western-
style lavatory. With the party mood already in swing, all one

can say to the saffron bogeymen is a Happy New Year. And
while we’re on it, a belated Merry Christmas.

THINK IT OVER...

The Puritan hated bear-baiting,
not because it gave pain to the bear,
but because it gave pleasure to the spectators
— LoORD MAcAULAY
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2000

THE SUKHOI DEAL AND AFTER

DIA AND RUSSIA have finally signed the deal
or both purchase and manufacture under li-
:ence in India of Sukhoi-30 MKI fighter jets.
Jne of the costliest defence deals, the Sukhoi
fighters already raised a controversy when a
previous agreement was signed in 1996. The
question raised even then was — does the Indi-
an Air Force (IAF) need these fighters? It was
certainly not the first on its priority, as the Ad-
vanced Jet Trainers (AJTs) were. But the then
Government went ahead and clinched the deal
with Russia and the present regime has expand-
ed and deepened the Indo-Russian collabora-
tion on this front. Apart from the outright
purchase of a fleet, India has contracted for the
licensed production of about 140 Sukhoi-30 air-
craft by the public sector Hindustan Aeronaut-
ics Ltd. (HAL). The whole deal is worth about $3
billion, to be spent over the next 15 years or so.
As aresult, the Sukhoi will be the IAF’s mainstay
for the next two decades and more. Is it the
right decision? Was there a choice? Only the IAF
can answer, though it is bound to argue that the
failure of the HAL tc come out with the LCA
gave it little choice.

This deal raises several issues. Even during
the 1996 agreement, there was speculation of
the involvement of middlemen. Of course, the
Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, has
asked the Central Vigilance Commissioner to
look at all the defence deals struck in the past 15
years — starting from the Bofors days. So, the
CVC is likely to scrutinise all these deals and
come up with his findings. This is something
that needs to be sorted out one way or another.
The second question relates to the sale of the
same Sukhoi aircraft to China. Moscow has ar-
gued that they are not the same and that the
fighters to be supplied to India will be upgraded
versions, with greater sophistication. There
werg also complaints of the use of secondhand
egyﬁ?pm)zm in the intial supply of Sukhoi fight-
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ers following the 1996 agreement. This must be
clarified by the Defence Ministry. A third ques-
tion relates to whether Sukhoi-30 MKI is really
the multi-role aircraft/fighter that the IAF
needs. When the Government decides to go in
for such a major purchase and productigf pro-
gramme, it has to be fully justi le\d.

An equally debatable issue is\whether India
should go in for licensed prod§ction of the
fighters by the HAL, when it canno sell them to
a third country. While going in for a $3-billion
deal, India should have bargained for either ex-
ports or at least supply of some components
and equipment to Russia for the producticn of
this version. If the HAL is going to produce just
140 or 150 aircraft for the IAF, what will be the
economy of scale? This has always been the
problem with both the HAL and the Russian
deals. Without an advantageous economy of
scale in production or a collaborative arrange-
ment with Russia, what will be the return on the
huge investment in the production facilities at
the HAL. It can only add to the overheads and
make the HAL a white elephant the country can
ill-afford. The foreign policy of the country also
prohibits the sale of defence items to some
countries, which remain the main potential
buyers. It is time for the Centre to revise its
industrial policy and open up some areas of
defence production to the private sector. Per-
haps a private partner could have secured a
better deal from Russia even for the Sukhoi
fighters. Again, a disturbing element is the over-
dependence on Russia or sourcing of defence
equipment from it. The comforting feature of
the deal, however, is that the Centre has dra-
matically stepped up investment in the defence
sector. It must soon clinch the AJT deal with
Britain. But the sudden spurt in defence spend-
ing has also sparked fears of a renewed ar
race in the subcontinent. N
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Tndia, Russia sign deal
for 140 Sukhoi-30 jets

Moscow, December 28

INDIA AND Russia today signed
their single largest ever defence
deal for the production of 140
Sukhoi-30MKI multi-role jets in
India by HAL over a span of 17
years under Russian license,
Interfax news agency reported.
The over three billion dollar deal
was inked at SU-30MKI manufac-

turing lapo' aircraft plant jn the
%ian city of Irkutsk. \
7 't is the single largest defpnce

deal ever signed by Russia withl any
foreign country," Russia’s main
'Ort' TVsaid. W y-| "?

High level Indian team 1ed by
Dhirendra Singh,  Additional
Secretary Defence Production and
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL) Chairman Krishna Das
Nair, currently in Russia complet-
ed the formalities and inked the
deal in the Siberian city of Irkutsk
at local aircraft plant Iapo with the
officials of 'Rosoboronprom' state
arms exporting agency.

The deal provides for the full
production of 150 next generation
combat jets in India and has taken
their defence cooperation 'far
beyond' uyer-seller’ relation-
ship, Raissian and Indian defence
cxperts say.

Encouraged by the professional

competence of the Indian engi-
neers and experts, the Sukhoi
Corpration has expressed its will-
ingness to jointly develop a fifth
generation fighter with India for
the Russian and Indian air forces if
the political leadership of the two
countries decides.

The two countries had agreed for
technology transfer
ussian Prisdent Vladimir
in's India visit on October 2-5,
when Defence Minister George
Fernandes and Russian Deputy
Prime Minister Iliya Klebanov
signed a memorandum.

Under the deal India would be
given a ‘deep' license, which pro-
vides for the indigenous produc-
tion of all the components of SU-
30MKI over a period of 20 years
including 'Al-31FP's state-of-the-
art thurst-vectoring engines.

India could use the technological
spin~off of the 'MKI' project for
developing its light combat aircraft
(LCA).

Under the earlier 1.8 billion dol-
lar Sukhoi deal signed with Russia
in November 1966, India is to get
40SU-30MKI muiti-role fighters
with mid-air refuelling capability.

An additional deal was signed in
December 1998 for the purchase

of the 108U-30K, which would be
finally upgraded to 'MKI'. (5&)/

m{E HINDUSTAN TR

290EC 2@




Hdia, Russia to sign $ Sukh01

technology deal on

Moscow, December 26

NEW DELHI and Moscow will
sign the much-awaited multi-bil-
lion-dollar technology transfer
deal for the production of 150
Sukhoi 'SU-30MKI' muliti-role jets
in India under Russian license on
December 28, defence sources
here said.

The two countries had agreed on
the deal during Russian President
Vladimir Putin's visit in October.

A high level Indian team, led by
Additional Secrctary, Defence
Production Dhirendra Singh, and
HAL chairman Krishna Das Nair,
is currently in Russia to complete
the formalities and ink the deal in

the Siberian city of tkits on
Thursday at the local aircraft pjant
Tapo', the sources said.

Under the three-billion-doNar
deal, India would be granted a
'deep’ license, which provides for
the indigenous production of all
components of SU-30MKI over a
period of 20 years, including 'al-31
FP' thrust-vectoring engines.

Moscow had signed a similar deal
with Beijing a few years ago but
had refused to issue 'deep' license
to China, which is tightly tied to
Russian engine supplies for the
licensed production of older gen-
eration SU-27 bombers, top
Russian defence expert Ruslan
Pukhov said. The 'Kommersant-

Vlast' weekly described the Indo-
Russian project as Russia's ‘most-
successful' defence deal specially
tailored to meet buyer country's
strict requirements.

Moscow cannot sell this jet to any
third country without New Delhi's
'written' consent as it has been
developed on Indian money and
India has a share in technology
rights, it said.

India could use the technological
spin-off of the MKI project for
developing its advanced fighter
and the Sukhoi Corporation has
indicated its willingness to jointly
develop a fifth generation fighter
with India for Russian and Indian
Air Force. PThH
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, DEC. 16. Russia will continue nuclear
coopefation with India even if it meant
reviewjng its commitments under international
exporty controls.

The Russian Minister for Atomic Energy, Mr.
Yevgeny Adamov, expressed confidence that
Russia will supply more nuclear reactors to
India in addition to two units for the
Koodankulam power plant agreed earlier. “I
am convinced there will be more contracts,”
Mr. Adamov told presspersons in Moscow.

As a member of the Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG), Russia is under restrictions to supply
nuclear technology to countries such as India
which had refused to place all its nuclear
programmes under full-scope safeguards of the
International Atomic Energy Agency. Despite
the U.S. pressure. Russia went ahead with the
Koodankulam deal, arguing it had been
negotiated before the full-scope rule was
clamped down in 1992.

Replying to a question from The Hindu on
how Russia’s intention to supply
more nuclear reactors to India could be
reconciled with the NSG restrictions, Mr,
Adamov hinted that Moscow could withdraw
from the NSG. If current restrictions on
cooperation in peaceful use of nuclear energy
were not madified, there may be changes in
the lists of participants in various control
regimes, the Minister said.

Mr. Adamov cited the example of China,
which had not adhered to the NSG inspite of
being a member of the Zangger Committee of
nuclear exporters. This enabled her to build a
300- MW nuclear plant in Pakistan recently,
since the Zangger Committee rules did not
require full-scope safeguards. Russia is a
member of both the NSG and the Zangger
Committee. However, Mr. Adamov was

~—India, Russia nuclear
cooperation will continue’

confident that Russia could persuade the NSG
to ease export restrictions.

“We should be able to bring our partners in
the NSG to an understanding that the
enforcement of rules which contradict Articles
3 and 4 (of the non-proliferation treaty)
amounts to slapping sanctions against India
and harming Russian commercial interests, the
Russian Minister said.

Article 3 of the NPT said international
safeguards must not hamper international
cooperation in the field of peaceful nuclear
activities, while Article 4 urged all NPT
signatories to contribute to further
development of the applications of nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes with due
consideration for the needs of developing areas
of the world.

Mr. Adamov denounced as ‘unconstructive’
the Western nuclear technology boycott of
India to force it to give up its nuclear option
and sign the non-proliferation accords. Such
attempts amounted to sanctions, he said. “We
are against a policy of sanctions and did not
impose them even when India
conducted its nuclear tests.”

Mr. Adamov’s statement raised the veil of
secrecy over the Indo-Russian nuclear
cooperation agreement signed during the
Russian President, Mr. Vladimir Putin’s visit to
Dethi in October, but whose contents had not
been made public. “We will do our best to
participate in India’s ambitious programme to
generate 20,000 MW of nuclear power by 2020,
he said.

The Minister said the Russian side was
completing a detailed report on the
Koodankulam project and hoped that a
commercial contract for the supply of two
reactors would be signed pext year.
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USA agamst Indo-Russi

.SRINJOY CHOWDHURY

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ’;‘,"

NEW DELHI, Nov. 30. — Negotlatlons are
on between India and Russia for the lease
of a nuclear submarine but American
pressure on the Putin goveriment could
scuttle the deal.

If all goes well, the nuclear submarine
could be with the Indian Navy in a year,
top government officials said. But the last
such deal between India and Russia — for
the lease of the INS Chakra in 1987 —
had raised quite an uproar. The submarine
was returned in 1991.

The success of the deal would depend on
how Russia handles the pressure of

. delivering a nuclear submarine to India.

The USA is against the deal as it feels
South Asi#'is an unstable region. The Non
Proliferation Treaty bars the sale of
nuclear submarine to this reglon but a

FIGHTER PLAHES

[ MOSCOW, Nov. 30. — Russia will deliver |

| the 40 Su30MKI fighter planes — the
deals for which were signed recently — to

| India by 2004.

i Test flights for the planes” have already
beg'un and serial production is expected to |

begin as soon as the test flights post

positive test data, reaching the stlpulated |

levels marked in the contract. — UNI

|

Iease is one way of skirting the law,

The INS Chakra was a hunter-killer sub-
marine and the new deal too may be for
the same. ‘

A nuclear submarine is larger and more
capable than a conventional one. A nuclear
submarine can remain submerged for long
periods, making it less vulnerable. It is
also more “silent”. A nuclear submarine
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. has to fit in the reactor and advanced
> weapon systems. It also requires more
' personnel, including technicians, on board.

But a nuclear submarine doesn’t nece-
ssarily carry nuclear missiles — they are
merely powered by a nuclear reactor. The
power thus generated keeps the vessel
submerged for a long time. It can,
however, fire other powerful missiles.

While India does not have any nuclear
submarine, Pakistan has French AIP sub-

! marines which are, in many ways, supe-

rior-to ordinary submarines but not as
capable as nuclear submarines. The AIPs
may be called a “halfway house”.

The Navy and the DRDO are working on
a nuclear submarine. But the vessel is not
likely to be ready before 2008.

Meanwhile, the Navy wants to keep alive
the training needed for a nuclear submarine.
Without a new vessel, the lessons learnt from
the use of the INS Chakra would be lost.
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,/Rﬁssia hails ceasefire

By Vladimir Radyuhi Wween India and Pakistany’ the /]

MOSCOW, NOV. 23. Russia has
strongly backed India’s unilateral
ceasefire in Kashmir. In a state-
ment issued on Wednesday night,
the Russian Foreign Ministry wel-
comed the ceasefire as a move fa-
cilitating the resumption of
dialogue between India and Pa-
kistan on Kashmir.

“This initiative by the Indian
leadership is a fortunate step to-
wards realisation of a willingness
for the resumption of dialogue
proclaimed both by Dethi and Is-
lamabad," the Russian statement
said.

Moscow used the occasion to
call for Indo-Pakistani talks on
Kashmir. “We are convinced that
the Indo-Pakistani negotiating
process is crucial for progress to-
wards non- confrontational rela-
tions in South Asia. It is important
not to lose another chance for
creating an atmosphere favoura-
ble for renouncing violence, de-
fusing tensions and building up a
climate of trust between the two
biggest countries in South Asia.”

The Russian Foreign Ministry
restated Moscow’s opposition to-
wards internationalisation of the
Kashmir problem. “As regards
Russia’s stand on the Kashmir is-
sue, it remains unchanged: the
problem must be resolved
through peaceful, political means
on the basis of a bilateral dialogue

Foreign Ministry statement said.’

0s v
Is’iffeports: Ho/‘ /)A u

The United States has asked Ra-
kistan and Kashmiri militdnt
groups to respond positively fo
the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee’s, Ramadan ceasefire offer
saying the moave is a harbinger of
a sustained dialogue that could
bring peace in the region.

The Assistant Secretary of State,
Mr. Karl Inderfurth, has been in
touch with Islamabad and “we
certainly urge the Pakistan Gov-
ernment to respond to the an-
nouncement in apositive
fashion,”” the White House
spokesman, Mr. Jake Siewert, said
yesterday.

The State Department spokes-
man, Mr. Richard Boucher, said
Mr. Vajpayee’'s announcement
was fully consistent with
the President, Mr. Bill Clinton’s
assertion that "there needs to be
restraint, respect of the line of
control, rejection of violence and
renewal of dialogue to settle the
Kashmir dispute.” He urged har-
dline militant groups which re-
jected the ceasefire offer to
“reconsider their positions and to
use this opportunity to begin a
process to end the conflict in
Kashmir.”

Respond positively,
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ussia calls for
o\ trilateral
cooperation

NEW DELHI, NOV. 20, Terming as "'re-
al” the terrorist danger from Tali-
ban-controlled Afghanistan,
Russia today said there was a “lot
of scope” for trilateral coopera-
tion among New Delhi, Washing-
ton and Moscow to combat the
menace including the threat

posed by international terrorist '

mastermind Osama Bin haden.

"1 see a lot of scope fol such |

kind of cooperation” amony the
three countries, the visiting Rus-
sian First Deputy Minister for Kor-
eign Affairs, Mr. V. 1. Trubnikov,
told presspersons here.

Replying to questions on the
danger of terrorism emanating
from Afghanistan, he said "I do
not want to over-estimate the
threat, but it is a real one.”

On efforts being made ta nab
Afghanistan-based Osama, Mr.
Trubnikov said the area of coop-
eration should not only a con-
fined to Osama but its sco
should be much wider. — PT,
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“Russian Minister |
oMo visit India .
N - NS
» By Vladimir Rad \)

MOSCOW, NOV. 18. The former Rus-
sian master spy, Mr. Vyacheslav
Trubnikov, will visit India be-
tween November 20 and 23, for a
tmeeting of a newly established
Indo-Russian working group on
Afghanistan, it has been officially
announced here. \(y *\\1

The working grox}p, cR-chaired
by the Foreign Secretary, Nr. Lalit

oods,” as the headquarters of
e Russian Foreign Intelligence
Service, SVR, located in a tree-
grown Moscow suburb, is pop-
ularly known here.

Until he was appointed the
First Deputy Foreign Minister
three months ago, Mr. Trubnikov,
56, worked for the Soviet KGB for
more than 20 years. He has.been
heading the Fareign Intelligence
Service, which- sueceeded -the
KGB, for the past five years. He is
fluent in Hindi and has spent 13
years in South Asia, most of it in
India, where he reportedly earned
two Orders of the Red Banner, a
top Soviet military award.

It was under Mr. Trubnikov and
his predecessor, Mr. Yevgeny Pri-
makoy, that the Intelligence Ser-
vice “dramatically increased its
political role, as about the only
Government agency in Russia
that preserved its integrity and
avoided frequent shake-up dur-
ing the chaotic rule of the former
President, Mr. Boris Yeltsin.
Shortly before his resignation last
year, Mr. Yeltsin publicly admit-
ted that the SVR was playing a
greater role in the formulation of
the Russian foreign policy than
the Foreign Minist}/m any other

institution. /
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Indrani Bagchi
W DELHI 16 NOVEMBER

NDI AND Russia will hold
intensive

discussions on

Afghanistan as the newly cre-
ated joint working group meets
here for the first time early next
week.

Foreign secretary Lalit
Mansingh and Russia’s first
deputy foreign minister Yuri
Maslyukov will head the delega-
tions that will set out a working
agenda on Afghanistan.

Both India and Russia oppose
the Taliban who, they believe, are
breeding and exporting a fierce
form of Islamic fundamentalism.

At the same time, the interior
ministers of Russia, Pakistan and
some central Asian countries are
meeting in Islamabad to discuss
the Afghan problem.

Sources said the meeting has
been called, ostensibly, to discuss

‘border management issues. But

Pakistan will try to assuage the
fears of others about the alleged
dangers of Taliban rule in
Afghanistan and how it makes
sense for other countries to deal
with the Taliban. While some
Central Asian states may actually
fall for this pitch, India, Russia
and the US remain steadfastly
opposed to the Taliban.

Recently as the Taliban has
been overtaking large areas of
northern Afghanistan, virtually
the doors of
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and
Kyrghyzstan, these countries
have been caught between the
devil and the deep blue sea.

Unable to protect themselves
and in some cases unwilling to
accept Russiap military help,
leaders like Islam Karimov of
Uzbekistan have lately been mak-
ing conciliatory noises about the
Taliban. Kazakhstan last week
said it was willing to deal with the
Taliban, departing from its earli-
er stance.

Russian president Vladimir
Putin, for his part, has been ral-
lying these countries by working
out details of joint military opera-
tions during a recent summit in
Bishkek, but Pakistan will try to

DUWN WITH FUNDAMENT?

THE GREAT DIVIDE: An Afghan woman walks past a Tltamc

ISM: PANEL TO SET WK!NG RGENDA
Indo-Russian joint committee

1}/(0 Afghan problem\/

wedding cake ad in Kabul on Tharsday. The Hollywood film is
famous here though TV and video are banned in the country.

The Titanic mark has also been given to a variety of goods
including clothes, cosmetics, footwear and even rice. — AFP

exploit what it correctly inter-
prets as fatigue and collective
panic in these nations.

Iran has also remained a
strong critic of the Taliban and
has, like Russia and the US, also
set up a dialogue with India on
Afghanistan. But at the recent
OIC summit in Doha, Iran too
failed to deny Taliban legitimacy:
Taliban was a participant at the
OIC this year.

Russia also weakened its
stance when it decided to engage
with Pakistan as a means of try-
ing to solve the problem of
Chechnya. But in the past few
week, as Central Asian states
have weakened, Russia emerged
as a stringent critic of the
Taliban, chastising its former
republics for softening.

Sergei Ivanov, secretary of the
Russian ~ National  Security
Council, said sanctions against the
Taliban should be intensified.
Dismissing the quality of the
Taliban rule, Mr Ivanov was quot-
ed as saying, “What sort of order

is there in Afghanistan? part from
medievalism and production of
drugs ... there is total ideological
brainwashing and the support of
religious fundamentalism.”

Both India and Russia will
have to work overtime to keep up
the pressure not only on
Afghanistan, but Pakistan as
well. Hence the proliferation of
joint working groups on
Afghanistan, as India attempts to
pile on the pressure.

The US remains opposed to
the system in the Afghanistan,
and Indian officials have met the
principal deputy under secretary
of defence for policy from the
Pentagon, James Bodner, over the
past few days to discuss regional
security and strategic issues,
including Afghanistan.

Pakistan, however, will have
an attractive sales pitch — that
the Taliban would be best suited
to bring Afghanistan stability
which is vital for the energy

industry to reap the pepce divi-
dend in the region/

.

Tie Econvtitic Tiitie.
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/ﬁldla, Russia to (fevelo "
modern passenger aircraft

.._..M..,.
It

NEW DELHI: India and Russia
have agreed to jointly develop a
new generation passenger aircraft.
Besides, Moscow has decided to re-
vive its participation in the produc-
tion of the 15-seater ‘Saras’ aircraft.

Discussions were held in this re-
gard between civil aviation secre-
tary A H. Jung and Russian officials
in Moscow last week. Following the
talks, the two sides signed an agree-
ment to promote aviation safety
and joint development and certifi-
cation of aeronautical products. An
official spokesperson said the deci-
sions were taken at the first session
of the Indo-Russian working group
on civil aviation, which was co-
chaired by Mr Jung and deputy di-
rector general of the Russian Space

facilities, flight operations, sinjula-
tors and training establishmen

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL) and Russian Ilyushin Air-
craft Corporation will also continue
discussions on the joint design and
production of a new generation
100-seater ‘I11-214’ passen lane
in India. (’LSS

New Delhi has shown keen inter-
est in the co-development, co-pro-
duction, maintenance and support
of the Russian-origin civilian com-
muter and cargo aircraft in India,
including the modernisation of So-
viet-built helicopters currently be-
ing used in the country. New Dethi
and Moscow have also agreed to
strengthen the airworthiness stan-
dards of light aircraft, transport

and Aviation Agency, Y.A. Bardin.  planes, engines and Rropel(lielzlxl's
According to ccording to
her, it was also the spokesperson,
agreed that the | @ Pact signed to promots aviation | to do away with
two sides would | gafety the certification
fo oxpani the | @ Talks onforjointproductonat | P %, Bl
scopeXp of the| 100-seaterpiane agreed that aero-
agreement. She | ® Strengthening of airworthiness | nautical products
added that aero- | standards on the cards developed and-
nautical authori- certified by one

ties of the two sides would also pre-
pare implementation procedures for
reciprocal acceptance of aeronauti-
cal products and both would explore
the possibility of cooperation be-
tween enterprises on the production
of aircraft parts and units.

The agreement envisages that In-
dia and Russia will conduct techni-
cal assessments to develop an un-
derstanding on each other’s stan-
dards and systems with regard to

country and meeting the require-
ments would be acceptable to the
other. Mr Jung and chairperson of
Moscow-based CIS inter-state avia-
tion committee Tatyana Anodina
also initialled an agreement on pro-
motion of aviation safety. This will,
if approved by the governments of
the two countries, provide for mu-
tual recognition of air-worthiness
certificates issued by the national
civil aviation authorities. =7

~ -
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/I/dla to get 10 SH30MKI

L\flghters next yeamn,,

the flrst batch of ten 32 Sukhoi
SU-30MKI multirole fighters from
Russia late next year, while the re-
maining will arrive before the end

of 2003, Jane’s Defen Wm re-

ported.

New Delhi ad ordered 40
SU-30MKI fighters under a $1.3
billion contract signed with Mos-
cow in November 1996, but only
eight aircraft have reached India
since.

Delivered in 1997, these Aircaft
were of the preliminary SU-30K
configuration, and were not
equipped with advanced features
such as forward canards, thrust-
victor control engines and ad-
vanced avionics, the report said.

Russia's Irkutsk Aircraft Pro-
duction Association is expected to
upgrade all 18 of these SU-30KS to
SU-30MKI standard after 2003
through its role as prime agent for
the Indian contract.

The work could also be carried
out at one of the Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited'’s facilities, as the
company is expected to launch li-
censed . production of the
SU-30MKI after 2004, it said.

The Ministry of Defence and
Russia’s Rosvoorouzhenie State
Export Company are expected
this month to conclude a contract
allowing India to produce upto
150 SU-30MKIS, the report said
quoting diplomatic sources in
Moscow.

An inter-Governmental agree-
nent covering the deal was
signed during the Russian Presi-
dent, Mr. Vladimir Putin’s official

visit to India early last mgnth. The
20-year accord does not include
re-export rights, it said.

On October 19 India received
its first four of 40 MIL MI-17-1V
(MI-8MTV-2) transport helicop-
ters ordered at a cost of $ 170 mil-
lion earlier this year.

Russia’s Kazan helicopter plant
is cue to complete deliveries of
the remaining aircraft by late
2001, after which all 40 will under-
go an upgradation programme to
include the installation of 1
VIKHR-M (AT-16) medium-rang
air-to-surface missiles. The lasen
guided weapon has a maximu
range of about 10 km. — PT1

e

Vietnam delgdation

calls on Laxman

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NoV. 2. A delegatior
from Vietnam met the Bharatiya
Janata Party president, Mr. Ban-
garu Laxman, and other party
leaders for an hour at the party
office today and exchanged views
on a wide range of subjects.

The delegation included the
Vice-Minister, Mr. Duc Luong,
and the Ambassador to India, Mr.
Pham Sy Tam, while with Mr Lax-
man were party leaders, Mr.
J.P.Mathur, Mr. N.N. Jha and Mr.
Ramesh Arora.

Both sides expressed satisfac-
tion that relations between the
two countries were steadily im-
proving but felt the need for fur-
ther strengthening of old ties.
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/Indo-Russnan group on Mghamstan set‘u/

By Vladlmlr Radyuhm \/KQ

Moscow, ocT. 29. An Indo-Russian
working group on Afghanistan
will meet in Delhi next month to
discuss joint action the two coun-
tries can take to help stop the
fighting.

1t will be the first meeting of the

i

working group set up under an .

agreement between the Indian
Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
iyee, and the Russian President,
E. Vladimir Putin, during the lat-
r's visit to India earlier this
gonth,

i According to the Indian Ambas-
éador to Russia, Mr. S.K. Lambah,

re resentation in the roup will
be “at a high level.” “We will dis-
cuss joint measures we dan take at
the political level and wg hope to

have a plan of action o
istan,” Mr. Lambah, tol
conference in Moscow.

International and cross-border
terrorism, extremism and drug
trafficking, which confront both
India and Russia, were discussed
“at all levels” during Mr. Putin’s
visit to India.

Russia appears to have stepped
up military aid to the anti-Taliban
opposition in Afghanistan in the
wake of Mr. Putin’s talks in Delhi.
The Russian Defence Minister,

Afghan-
a press

Marshal Igor Sergeyev, had an un-
precedented meeting with the
Northern Alliance leader, Mr.
Ahmed Shah Masood, in Tajikis-
tan last week, expressing confi-
dence afterwards that opposition
forces would recapture Talogan,
capital of the Takhar Province,
from the Taliban.

Mr. Lambah said relations with
Russia were "‘on the upswing’’ fol-
lowing the October summit in
Delhi, with the landmark Declara-
tion of Strategic Partnership giv-
ing "‘a very clear cut” to the shape
of bilateral ties in the 21st centu-
ry. “Quick and brisk follow up ac-
tion is being taken" to implement

1o 1 TNEU

17 accerds signed during Mr. Pu-
tin’s visit to India, he added. An
Indian team is coming to Russia
in the “next few days” for talks on -
cooperation in diamond-cutting.
“High-level” Foreign Ministry
consultations are scheduled in
the next few weeks and cooper-
ation in civil aviation will be dis-
cussed shortly at the Deputy
Ministers’ level.

The Indo-Russian Inter-Gov-
ernmental Commission will meet
in Mcscow in the next two-three
months to discuss new proposals
for boosting bilateral trade and

economic cooperation, the indi-
an Ambassador’ sald




. MASOOD INITIATIVE / BLOW TO TALIBAN OFFENSIVE

,((0

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELH), OCT. 29. As the countries of the re-
gion, including Russia and India, begin to as-
sert themselves, the Taliban offensive in
northern Afghanistan appears to be losing
momentum.

" Recent reports from Afghanistan suggest
that the anti- Taliban forces headed by the
Commander Ahmed Shah Masood have not
only thwarted the Taliban’s recent thrust, but
also retaken some of territory which they had
lost to this outfit.

" Highly placed sources here said that the
forces of Mr. Masood have now surrounded
the Taliban forces in the city of Talegan from
three sides. Taleqgan, capital of the Afghanis-
tan’s Tahar province, is of great strategic im-
portance. From here, the Taliban can launch
an offensive towards the Badakhshan prov-
Mce in the country’s north-east.

:Capture of Badakshan, in turn, can be disas-
trous for Mr. Masood’s troops, as it would
nearly wrap up the Taliban’s military cam-
paign in Afghanistan.

Sources point out that Mr. Masooad has posi-
tioned himself in the Tahar province, in an
area north of the Kokcha river, not far from
Taleqan.

As the winter begins to descend in Afghan-
istan, Mr. Masood’s forces are trying to disrupt
the Taliban’s supply lines. The road extending
from Kunduz to Taleqan is the focus of their
attacks. Kunduz, which has an airport, has
been the hub from where supplies are reac-
hing Taliban in the entire area. Thss includes
Mazar-e-Sharif, the legendary Afghan city
straddling the Amu Darya, which is not far
from the gates of Central Asia.

Mr. Masood's recent gains have been crucial
for his survival. His rearguard action around

Taleqan has ensured him a access to a land
supply corridor branching out from neigbour-
ing Tajikistan. Besides, Russia has also report-
edly supplied some helicopters to him
recently. The availability of these machines
can help Mr. Masood send food, ammunition
and clothing to his forces which are engaged
in skirmishes in pockets in the neighbouring
Samangan area.

The sources said that Mr. Masood’s capacity
to consolidate is likely to increase with each

passing day. With the winter advancing, the
chances are that the Taliban will be denied.

access to some of the key passes which are
necessary for maintaining its forces and for
launching fresh offensives.

One such passage is the Shah Salim pass.
Straddling the Chitral area of Pakistan, it can
be used for pumping in troops directly into the
Badakhsan province. In fact, Pakistan report-
edly did send Taliban forces across the Shah
Salim pass last month, afier the fall of Talegan.
The objective of this manoeuvre was to estab-
lish a link with the Taliban forces operating in
the Taleqan area.

In case that link-up had been established,
the Taliban offensive in Afghanistan would
have entered a new phase. Analysts point out
that Taliban consolidation in an arc extending
from Badakhsan and Taleqan would have al-
lowed the group to concentrate on launching
an all-out offensive on Commander Masood’s
strongholds in the Panjsher valley.

The entire operation, however, was nipped
in the bud as the Taliban could neither ad-
vance north of Taleqan and nor could it make
a headway in the Badakshan area.

The spurt in fighting in Afghanistan, never-
theless, has alarmed some of the neighbouring
countries and has galvanised a more assertive,
response from them. Most countries in

\ Russia, India to cooperate .,

neighbourhood, are convinced tHat exiremi
consolidation in Afghanistan unfler the Talj
ban will destabilise Centrat and Bouth Asia.

While the neighbouring countyfies includin
Kyrghyzstan, Tajikistan and Rugsia fear the
pan-Islamic entrenchment in AfgWanistan-wi
propel insurgences within their borders, fa
away nations such as the United States se
Afghanistan under the Taliban as the breedin
ground for spreading international terrorisr
which will affect them. India, on its part, a
prehends that Taliban's expansion will iy
crease the pressure on Kashmir and exten
Pakistan’s strafegic reach to the gates of Ce
tral Asia. Iran, which borders Afghanistan alg
fears that a Sunni Islamic revolution ther
would also undermine its national interests.

Not surprisingly, most of these countries ar
showing a new resolve to support an anti-Talj
ban resistance.

Russia, along with India, Iran and Tajikis
tan, is now working closely together to beef u
Commander’s Masood’s capacity to resis
The United States too is now under consic
erable internal pressure, not only to endors
the regional initiative, but also to adopt cor,

crete .measures to help Mr. Masood.  Infly
ential think-tanks in the UJS. are, in faq
veering to the view that the U.S. should ¢
ahead and arm Commander Masood. In a r4
cent report, the Washington based Heritag
Foundation has made out a strong case fq
militarily supporting Mr. Masood. “ Mr. M:
sood's battle-hardened forces need anti-tar
weapons, light artillery, mortars, and anti- ai
craft guns. Transport is also scarce.
The U.S. should provide trucks to help moy
en and supplies, as well as transport he
icopters capable of operating over rugge
mountain terrain”, the report observes./
B
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utin vows to build
strategic ties
By Vladimir Radyuhin
Moscow, ocT. 19. The Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
has vowed to give flesh and
blood to the strategic partner-

ship with India he sealed during
his visit to India earlier this

month.
“The Rusaan side firmly in- }

tends to work for the strategic
partnership deglared. by us in
Delhi to beconte a real creative
force oriented towards buildinga .
' just and balanced system of in- :
ternational relations,” the Rus- |
sian leader said in a message of
thanks to the President, Mr. K.R.
Narayanan, and the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, who had
congratulated him on his 48th
birthday last week.

0 -l

In a follow-up to ag)reem nts
reached during Mr. Putin’s talks
in Delhi, Russian and Indian de-
fence officials are finalising a
number of major deals,

‘ ‘0
A Russian military d}fgg tion
would visit India next wegk to
give final touches to a licence ac-
cord for the manufacture of the
SU-30MKI fighter jets at the
Hindustan  Aeronautics  Ltd.
(HAL), the RIA-Novosti news

agency reported on Thursday.

The delegation would visit the
HAL factories in Bangalore, Na-
sik and Sunabed, where the
planes would be built.

Russian experts would review
progress in installing new facil-
ities at the HAL for scheduled
launching of SU-30MKI produc-
tion in 2004, it said.

Under two contracts signed in
1996 and 1998, India purchased
50 SU-30 fighters with an option
to manufacture another 140 do-
mestically.

India was also close to signing
another major defence deal with
Russia for the purchase of 310
T-90S main battle tanks, a senior
Government official said here.

The Deputy Prime Minister,
Mr. Ilya Klebanov, announced
on Wednesday that the T-90 con-
tract, under which Russia would
deliver 124 fully assembled tanks
and another 186 in knocked-
down state, would be signed in
early November.

Sources in the Russian De-
fence Ministry told a news agen-
cy that India and Russia had also
begun talks on converting the
Admiral Gorshkov aviation cruis-
er into an aircraft carrier in keep-

- 77 e T
CBS programme
raises hackles
in Pakistan
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 19. The CBS pro-
gramme titled ‘Is Pakistan Amer-
ica's Nightmare?' ‘has raised
hackles in the Pakistani press.

A number of papers has chosen
to comment editorially on the 60-
minute programme telecast on
the American network on Mon-
day on the possible scenario of
the nuclear weapons in Pakistan
getting into the hands of funda-
mentalist forces.

The papers have said that more
than any thing else the pro-
gramme brings home the urgent
need for the Pakistani foreign pol-
icy makers to wake up and correct
the ‘negative perceptions’ of the
rest of the world about the coun-
try despite repeated denials and
clarifications.

As the English daily, The News,
put it “such scare-splashing can
be responded to by dismissing it
out of hand, which is the pre
ferred choice of the Musharra
Government, but this way the
perceptions that lie behind are
not dented”’.

The paper has lamented that
despite official denials and con-
tradictions, more and more coun-
tries are subscribing to an
‘unflattering view’ of Pakistan. It
said correcting the negative im-
age posed a daunting challenge to
diplomats and foreign policy
makers. “They have to negate this
perception methodically, meticu-
lously and consistently. More
than anything else, they have to
take it seriously”.

Another daily, The Nation, in its
editorial comment said the U.S.
Government’s decision to ‘de-
prive’ Pakistan of the convention-
al weapons and implied approval
of the ‘Indian regional hegemony’
was responsible for driving Pakis-
tan to go nuclear.

“What is even more ironic in
this situation is the fact that it is
not Pakistan that has ever been an
extremist state, nor has it even
flaunted its nuclear capability to
browbeat or blackmail other

ing with another agreement | cguntries. It is India that has been
signed during Mr. Putin’s v1sl%ng it all along,” it said.
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_LITTLE CHANGES!
{)\Yindia and Russia need each other Gy

and Russia are huggmg each other because they have
only‘each other to hug. Russia’s flirtation with the West
Itsin ended pretty much in a disaster, with Nato
bembing Belgrade, the European Union raising human rights
questions over Chechnya and the Americans threatening to
deploy the Theatre Missile Defence system in clear violation of, -
the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty. Russia’s membership of the
(-8 doesn’t mean much either, given its GDP and its position
in global trade. And all the money the World Bank and the*
IMF poured into that country only served to underline its pre-
| carious dependence on and gradual subservience to the West.
A similar logic applies to India. The extent of our rapproche-
' ment with Russia — strategic partnership — is an indication
of the lack of a fundamental breakthrough4n our ties with the
United States, despite official protestations to the contrary.
. Although, there is a better appreciation of our point of view in
i Washington, the US continues to believe that India’s place in
the global set-up is such that conflicts of interest between the
two are more natural than convergences. Pressure on the
CTBT is maintained, economic sanctions not yet lifted, the
penetration of American MNCs into the Indian market contin-
ues to be difficult and despite the slight shift in American per-
spective on Kashmir, Pakistan is not persona non grata.

In spite of the measurable decline in Russia’s status in
world affairs, the reasons for the latest rapprochement are not
very different from the ones that operated during the Cold
War. In the matter of military purchases, we are subject to
Third World constraints of affordability, easy credit and trans-
fers of technology and to the concept of strategic reliability
whereby it is thought that in any situation of conflict, Russia
is more likely to be on India’s side than any other big power,
since it is the only significant supplier of military material.
The same goes for cooperation in the nuclear field: the :
‘Russians have supplied a nuclear reactor for the Kudankulam
' power project at one-third the international price.

France and Russia both talk about multipolarity, but they
do so in very different terms: the French see it as a matter of
cultural hegemony, the flooding of their domestic market by
American films, television and music, but on matters of securi-
ty they nevertheless tend to side with the Americans. For the
Russians, however, a multipolar world is essentially a security
arrangement, which preserves their sovereignty and territori-
al integrity — the very words form part of the strategic part-
nership declaration. Deprived of their former zone of influence
in Eastern Europe — even Yugoslavia is gone — the Russi
need, if not allies in the old sense, then at least a point of/sup-
part. Their willingness to promote India’s case for a perma- -
nent seat on the Security Council stems from the a
the principal confli¢t resolution forum in the wor,
to be dominated by the US and its Western alli
be in large agreement with that point of view.
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NDO-RUSSIAN NUCL ﬁ COOPERATION

THE MOST SATISFYING and mutually beneficial
outcome of the visit of the Russian President,
Mr. Vladimir Putin, is the signing of a memoran-
dum of understanding between the two coun-
tries on intensifying bilateral cooperation in the
peaceful uses of atomic energy. If, as it is likely,
this positive move by Russia is going to annoy
the western nuclear powers, they should realise
that the nuclear blockade could not have stop-
ped India from going ahead with its nuclear pro-
grammes though it would have had to reckon
with the stringent regulations issued by the Nu-
clear Suppliers Group (NSG) which could have
hampered its access to advanced technology and
materials for its nuclear power reactors.

The NSG, a highly exclusive cartel of ad-
~vanced nations, could do with some soul-
searching on the effectiveness of its uncompro-
mising and rigorous control over the spread of
nuclear technology to the rest of the world, espe-
cially at a time when there is almost an unstop-
pable explosion of information technology (IT)
which is continuously demonstrating its capa-
bilities to prise cpen everything. The nuclear
weapon states should have in fact realised as
early as the mid-1970s, which witnessed India’s
peaceful nuclear explosion, that this country was
only a few steps away from the making of nucle-
ar weapons and it was only a question of time
before the nuclear monopoly was broken by the
other countries. [t is, therefore, unfortunate that
the nuclear weapon states instead of coming to
terms with such a reality had sought to protect
the world from nuclear “proliferation”’. It will be
difficult to think of another instance of the pick-
up of a word with such a highly objectionable
connotation which imputes stealthy moves to
the efforts of the rest of the world to crack the
case-hardened nuclear shell.

Mr. Putin’s realisation of the futility of the
nuclear weapon states persisting with their

AR

)blockade of India obviously expl }ns Russia’s de-
cision to intensify bilateral cooperation in the
peaceful uses of atomic energy. Wyth the nuclear
weapon states having already made the world a
potentially dangerous planet with their huge
stock of atomic armoury, there is no question of
its becoming more dangerous with more states
gaining entry into the exclusive club, unless
there is going to be an outbreak of a global nu-
clear madness. The only sensible course for the
nuclear weapon states, if they are serious about
nuclear non-proliferation, is to reach an agree-
ment on global nuclear disarmament aimed at a
progressive elimination of atomic weapons.

The agreement signed between the two
countries to establish an inter-ministerial com-
mission on military technical cooperation as

~ well as their identification of key areas of cooper-

ation in the IT sector impart a much desired
completeness to the task of bringing India and
Russia closer. Neither of them could ever have
imagined that the very close ties which they had
already built up during the years when there was
no indication whatsoever of the raging Cold War
coming to an end and of the collapse of the Sovi-
et Union were laying the foundations for further
strengthening their relations in a world which
has seen the burying of the hatchet by the super-
powers. With IT racing at a speed which could
make everything inclusive of military technology
— whether it relates to MiG and SU 30 aircraft or
T 90 tanks — an open book, there is nothing to
which the U.S. in particular could object to the
further forging of the close relationship by New
Delhi and Moscow. The gains to all the participa-
nts would be much bigger if India, Russia, the
U.S. and other countries get together to explore
the possibilities of reorienting their military
technology for wholly peaceful and constructive
activity by turm/ng their nuclear swords into

ploughshare /
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7/’ SEEING THROUGH THE SAME PRISM,

THE LITMUS TEST of a closer friendship with
Russia, which stood by India on critical occasions
in the past, will be the sustainability of the politi-
cal momentum that has been generated on the
bilateral front at this stage. The Russian President,
Mr. Vladimir Putin, has offered an endorsement of
India’s position on Kashmir by calling for a deci-
sive end to “foreign interference” in Jammu and
Kashmir. The barely coded denunciation of Pakis-
tan in this specific context was supplemented by
his parallel suggestion for a settlement of the
Kashmir dispute “on a bilateral basis through
compromise”. However, Mr. Putin’s idea of ““‘com-
promise” is conceivably a message to both New
Delhi and Islamabad to strive for a give-and-take
formula. While a “compromise’ is ordinarily pos-
sible only if the parties do not insist on pre-deter-
mined solutions, it stands to reason that Mr.
Putin, in the totality of his brief observations on
Kashmir, has not bracketed India with Pakistan
insofar as the relative questions of intransigence
and enthusiasm for a final settlement are con-
cerned. Surely acceptable to the Vajpayee admin-
istration is Mr. Putin’s vigorous insistence on an
“unconditional respect for the Line of Control’” —
a phraseology that has come to denote a special
diplomatic onus on Pakistan on account of last
year’s Kargil flareup. Mr. Putin’s overall language
on Kashmir is outwardly in synch with that of the
outgoing U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton. Howev-
er, unlike Moscow despite its historical associ-
ation with the India-1’akistan dialogue at Tashkent
in 1966, Washington does not seem to have irrevo-
cably ruled out the pnssibility of being able to play
a facilitatory role if invited by both Islamabad and
New Delhi to do so.

India's parliamentarians should have been
generally pleased with the note of diplomatic em-
pathy that Mr. Putin sounded in support of New
Delhi’s move for coricerted global actions against
the scourge of international terrorism. The spectre

of externally-inspired terrorism, which both India
and Russia face in different arenas with some
striking similarities, has been unmasked by Mr.
Putin with the help of what he described as “abso-
lutely true and verified information”. A common
source of inspiration for the ubiquitous “terrorist
international” has been identified across a wide
arc, stretching from the Philippines to Kosovo and
Russia’s northern Caucasus while indeed encom-
passing Kashmir too. Mr. Putin seems to have ze-
roed in on the so-called Islamic crusade as a new
transnational political creed of aggressiveness. So,
irrespective of the shades of India’s domestic po-
litical opinion on the Vajpayee administration’s
fight against terrorism, the resonance of Mr. Pu-
tin's indirect recognition of Islam-based militancy
as a phenomenon may be felt on the international
stage.

Not long ago, a somewha
(if not also a vacuous spell) in lhdia-Russia ties
was broken by the post-Soviet Krejnlin's tentative
move for a strategic triangle consisting of Moscow,
New Delhi and Beijing. Just becausd multipolarity
has at present been spelt out by New Delhi and
Moscow as an article of futuristic faith, the Vaj-
payee administration must not lull itself into be-
lieving that a beginning is being made towards the
formation of strategic clusters of countries. To be
sure, a new similarity of views against terrorism
has been struck by Russia, India and the U.S., and
an international alliance in this sphere may not be
a pipe dream. On a different front, though, Wash-
ington can be expected to carry out a reality check
of the new India-Russia concert of nuclear energy-
related cooperation. Russia’s commitment to the
codes of the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group and India’s
enduring opposition to a “fullscope’ internation-
al inspection of all its nuclear reactors will obvi-
ously come up for a review in this regard. The new
India-Russia equation will need to withstand t
consequential international pressures.
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/ Putin wants India to sign CTBT

By Arunkumar Bha

MUMBAI, OCT. 5. After v131t1ng
Dhruva, one of the world’s most
powerful nuclear research reac-
tors (of 100 MW capacity, fuelled
by natural uranium) at the Bhab-
ha Atomic Research Centre, the
Russian President, Mr. Vladimir
Putin, today virtually endorsed
India’s stand on the Comprehen-

redson to join efforts in these ar-
eas,” he said.

The Russo-Indian interaction
in science and technology was an
important component of the stra-
tegic partnership between the two
nations. He noted that coopera-
tion between India and Russia for
peaceful uses of atomic energy
had started in the Seventies “and

sive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) Y\Q /\ Tam glad to know that it is contin-

He told BARC scientists and en-
. gineers that Russia would like to

‘3%, *see India participate in the CTBT

but appreciated that it should be
based on its strategic vision, na-
tional interests and needs of the
people.

If the Russo-Indian niemoran-
dum of understanding for peace-
ful uses of atomic energy \raised
eyebrows among the chan\pions
of non-proliferation, Mr. ‘Putin
seemed to have ignored it. He
called for a greater role for India,
holding that its immense exper-
tise in nuclear power generation
could benefit the world as aimed
by the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency’s project for procure-
ment of energy. “We have every

uing”. “And when [ say this I
mean the arrangement at Koo-
dankulam (building of the two
Russian-designed ~ pressurised
light water power reactors),” he
said. Being the head of a state, the
socio-economic benefits to the
common man and the protection
to the environment were of far
greater significance to him.

He described the computer

MUMBAL, OCT. 5. Mr. Vladimir Pu-
tin today said Russia was com-
mitted to provide power to Tamil
Nadu at a reasonable price. Ad-
dressing BARC scientists here,
Mr. Putin said the two units of
11000 mw Russian reactors
(VVER-1000) at Koodankulam,
which would be synchronised
with the Southern grid in the
coming decade, “‘can give elec-
tricity three times cheaper than
from any future conventional
power in that area”.

Mr. Putin said his country had

worked out a modest estimate of
the cost of the power generated

~ Cheap nuclear power for T.N.

by the two units of the Russian
reactors. “‘It will be three times
less than the conventional pow-
er coming up in that area,” he
reiterated emphatically by re-
peating the word “three”.

. The Russian Government has
guaranteed a lifetime supply of
enriched uranium fuel  and
spare parts to the VVER-1000 re-
actors. It has also allowed the
Department of Atomic Energy to
keep the “spent fuel” as per a
recent agreement, in contrast to
the earlier agreement where the
spent fuel was taken back by
them. — PTI

centre being set up by India in
Moscow, where the supercom-
puter, Param, would be installed,
as a great step in cooperation.

He. was all praise for BARC and
paid rich -tributes to Dr. Homi
Bhabha, the father of Indian nu-
clear programme. “I am im-
pressed by your safety records
and the human factor of safety is |
remarkable.”

The BARC tour was the last leg
of the Russian President’s four-
day India visit. Besides the Dhru-
va reactor, Mr. Putin saw the per-
manent exhibition of nuclear
power research. “We have seen
ancient custorns and traditions
and also the state- of-the-art
technology. Yesterday, 1 visited
the Taj Maha! and today I am at
the temple of science and tech-
nology.”

Earlier, he was welcomed by Dr.
R. Chidambaram, outgoing chair-
man of the Atomic Energy Com-
mission (AEC), and Dr. Anil
Kakodkar, BARC director. Mr. Pu-
tin was accompanied by Prof. Ev-
geny Adamov, Russian Minister
for Atomic Energy.




New-look Russia loolgs for new business from India

Business Times Bureau (\ ,\ Referring to t

MUMBAL The President of the
Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin
on Thursday stressed the need for
increased trade and business
between the two countries and
called for setting up a bilateral
working group for joint ventures in
civil aviation.

Mt Putin was addressing the cap-
tains of the industry at a joint meet-
ing of the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) and the Federation
of Indian Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI) here. He
referred to the new trend in busi-
ness as the rupee-rouble trade is
phased out giving rise to more pri-
vate partnerships.

The Russian Federation Presi-
dent called for increased invest-
ments from Indian firms and
explained that his country had cre-
ated a conducive climate for invest-
ment, had put in place a common
legal system and was paring the
customs duty down to a single rate.

Mr Putin said that Indian firms
like Videocon and the Gas Author-

ity of India Limited were doing:

business in Russia and this was an
example which should be emulated
by other Indian companies.

long standing
relationship betweerﬁthe two coun-

tries, he said, “Relafions between
our countries have Been tested by
time and our relatidnship has not
caused harm to anyone.”

Mr Putin made a brief mention
of the anti-dumping measures initi-
ated by India against Russian
goods and said it was a minor issue
which could be resolved.

Finance minister Yashwant Sinha
spoke of the
strategic partner-
ship deed
between the two
countries and said
that the rupee
debt agreement

PUTIN’S POINTS

® Re-rouble trade to be phased

out over next 5 years

¢ Scope seen for JVs in food,
pharma, electronics and IT

J M Morgan Stanley Ltd, Nimesh
Kampani, saw scope for collabora-
tion between India and Russia in
the field of securities, law and also
in developing capital markets in
Russia. Managing director of
Mahindra & Mahindra, Anand
Mahindra, complained that Russ-
ian regulations made it difficult for
companies like his to assemble and
market their products in Russia.
Russian regulations do not favour
smaller players
who make value
for money prod-
ucts, he
remarked.

The Chairman
of Piramal Enter-

reached between
the two countries has functioned
well but had now become a hin-
drance in expanding economic ties.
“We have to find out new ways and
methods of doing business as the
rupee payments were to be phased
out in the next five years,” he
added.

The Russian President’s speech
was followed by queries and sug-
gestions from businessmen, who
wanted a share of the opportunities
thrown up by the visit. The CMD of

prises, Ajay Pira-
mal, saw a future in cooperation in
scientific research with Russia,
which would challenge the monop-
oly of the Western world m
research, while Sunil Mittal of
Bharti Telecom asked for the set-
ting up of a task force for increas-
ing cooperation between the two
countries. Aptech MD Ganesh
Natarajan, on the other hand, saw
scope for collaboration with Russia
in making e-commerce rental mod-
els a success.

Mr Putin’s response to thesg
queries and comments was rela-
tively guarded. He began by stating
that economic stability was very
important for the conduct of effecs
tive business and that the Russiarf
economy was now stable. He said
that the streamlining of the finane

cial sector was being done in gradl‘ :

ual steps.

Among those who spoke wer& ‘

Ram and FICCI chairman, G
Goenka.

Both CIi and FICCI saw scop
for increased collaboration in foo
products, pharmaceuticals, services,
electronics, information technolo:
gy, biotechnology and civil avias
tion. CII plans to open an office i}
Moscow as well as tie-up with
Russian business associations!
Bilateral trade, which was currently
$1.5 billion, should be taken to $5
billion and beyond, they stressed. .

Also present at the meeting werg
the secretary for the Prime Minis»
ter of India, NK. Singh, thé
Ambassador of Russia to India}
A Kadakin and the Ambassador of
India to Russia, S.K. Lambah an
the Maharashtra chief ministe
Vilasrao Deshmukh.

Pd

the CII president, Mr Arun Bharg
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£ND OF GREAT GAME

he Putin visit has led to an agreement on strategic
l partnership and an assorted eleven other agree- -
ments have been signed on everything under the
sun. During the Yeltsin period, relationships were less
than cordial and this attempt at normalcy is welcome, -
However, the emphasis is now on commercial relation-
ships rather than oh political ones and therein lies \the‘
dilemma. At one level, commercial relationships mean .
defence imports from Russia. At another level, there is
civilian trade, which has completely collapsed following
the disintegration of the former Soviet Union. In 1990-91,
the former Soviet Union accounted for 16.1 per cent of
India’s exports. The figure is down to 2.1 percent for Rus-
sia now. In 1990-91, the former Soviet Union accounted
for 5.9 per cent of India’s imports. The figure for Russia
is down to 1.3 per cent now. While it is true that a figure
for the former Soviet Union should not be compared with
a figure for Russia now, the decline has essentially been
driven by what happened with Russia rather than by
what happened with other members of the Common-
wealth of Independent States. dg\ ~\Q \0
Historically, Indo-Russian tra \Vas govermédbpy a
system of rupee trade that was centrally planned and ad-
ministered, with accounting in Indian rupees. When the
former Soviet Union collapsed, rupee trade also disinte-
grated. Trade switched to a system of settlement in cof-
-vertible currencies, with a proviso, because a legacy ex-
isted in-the form of Indian debt owed to Russia. At that
time, there was a debate about the appropriate rupee:
rouble rate and quantification of the exact amount of In-
dian debt. Unsatisfactorily, from the Indian point of
view, the figure arrived at in the course of President
Yeltsin’s visit in 1993 was Rs 32,000 crore of debt, tobe set-
tled through Indian export of goods worth around Rs
1,500 crore a year. As of now, there is thus a double chan-
nel for exports to Russia — the debt route and the con-
vertible currency route. However, actual trade flows re-
veal that 80 per cent of exports take place through the
debt route, which is due to end in 2004. Therefore, once
the debt channel is over, prospects for Indian exports are
none too bright and the reasons are easily identifiable.
" Thanks to rupee trade, junk was exported to Russia —
sawdust mixed in tea and non-Basmati rice masquerad-
ing as Basmati. There is no reason for Russians to import
such products if payment is in convertible currencies.
This is not to deny that potential exists for Indian ex-
ports: pharmaceuticals, fast moving consumer goods,
tea and coffee are obvious exaniples. However, quality-
conscious exporters have not historically exported to
Russia and the trade was dominated by fly-by-night oper-
ators who thrived on arbitrage made possible through
misalignments in exchange rates, and such misalign-
ments also encouraged switch trade. Post.-di‘sintegra-‘ THE TELEGRAP‘:‘
tion, reputable exporters have stayed away because of lo-
gistical (Odessa port no longer belongs to Russia and the -
Bandar Abbas route via Iran hasn’t taken off), distribu- B 47 1
tion (controlled by the mafia) and payment (not all ex- v i :
ports were through letters of credit and insurance was
unavailable) problems. Conversely, most imports from
the former Soviet Union were by the public sector. Post-
reforms, public sector investments have declined in
India and are not always in areas where Rugsia has the
‘necessary expertise. As is evident, many of the problems
relate to endemic transition-type problems in Russia. It
is impossible for a Putin visit to eliminate these con-
straints, or similar ones that plague cross-bord vest-
ments. Consequently, any euphoria on com: 1al rela-
tionships should be restricted to defence.

oy 1Y




/PuUn urges India to
‘.join CTBT talks ' o

. STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

MUMBAI,\ Oct. 5. — Mr
Vladimir Putin has urged India
to take part in the CTBT talks
while acknowledging that the
country’'s stand on the treaty
must be based on its national
interests.

“We realise India’s views on
signing the CTBT are based on
her strategic vision,” the
Russian President told scien-
tists of Bhaba Atomic Research
Centre, which was deemed a
nuclear power establishment
earlier this year.

Mr Putin, the first
Soviet/Russian President to
visit a nuclear establishment
in India, also saw the Barc’s
Dhruva nuclear reactor.

He said that given India’s
advances in nuclear research,

it could play a significant role .

in the International Atomic
Energy A}e’ncy’s goal of

procuring energy for the global
population, as outlined at the
UN millennium summit in
New York. “The world can
benefit from its expertise in
nuclear power generation. We
have every reason to join
efforts with India in this
area.”

He called for intensive Indo-
Russian cooperation in hi-tech
areas. “Interaction in hi-tech
areas should be an important
component in our strateglc
cooperation.”

Ancient tradition has been
combined with state-of-the-art
technology in India, he said.
“Yesterday, we visited the Taj
Mahal, an excursion into
Indian history. Today, I visit
the temple of science and tech-
nology of the 21st century.”

The Russian leader said bilat-
eral interaction for peaceful
uses of atomic energy which
started in 1970s is still contin-

uing, as in the two 1,000 MW .
Kudankulam nuclear reactor in
Tamil Nadu. He was all praise
for India’s record in reactor
safety.

He stressed on the impor-
tance of social and economic
repercussions a nuclear project
may have on the people. “I
always ask myself what the
consequences of any project is
on the common man, econoray
and environment.” |
The cost of power obtained
from the Russian nuclear resc-
tor project at Kudankulam
would be at least three times
less than the current cost, he
said.

Mr Putin was accompanied by
the Russian energy minister,
Mr Evegeny O Adamov.

He was received at the Barc by.
its director, Mr Anil Kakodkar,
and the atomic energy commis-

sion chairman, Dr r
Chidambaram.




_Putin’s J&K stand positive: Pak

%
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA ﬁ Wé/vhﬂ‘f" Cf\’g

ISLAMABAD, Oct. 5. — Terming as “positive”
Mr Vladimir Putin’s call for concrete efforts to
resume Indo-Pak talks, Pakistan has asked
India to adopt a “realistic” approach towards the
Kashmir issue.

Reacting to the Russian President’s remarks on
Kashmir during his address to the Indian
Parliament, a Pakistani foreign office
spokesman said Islamabad has repeatedly

S e\ssgd that no problem can be solved without
dialogue. :
ut the spokesman chose to ignore Mr Putin’s
reference that foreign interference in Jammu
and Kashmir should stop and that there should
be absolute respect of the Line of Control.
“India should accept repeated offers for talks
Gen Pervez Musharraf, who has expressed will-

ingness to have a dialogue with New Delhi at
any level, any, timg and at place,” the
spokesman said.

-
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‘mDO RUSSIAN TIES-1

issued a Declanation of Rights
of the Toiling and Exploited
People and proclaimed Russia
a Republic of Soviets of
Workers, Soldiers and Peasan-
ts, the Indian National Cong-
ress, then representing politi-
cal India, showed no enthusi-
asm though it was then itself
demanding a Declaration of
Rights. The Union of Soviet
Socialist Republic was formed
through the Trea:y of Union
adopted by the first
Soviet Congress of
the USSR on 30
December 1922.

In the same year
Chittaranjan Das
(1870-1925) said in
his presidential
address at the thirty-
seventh annual ses-
sion of the Indian
National Congress
that the revolution in
Russia was “an
attempt to force
Marxian doctrines
and dogmas on the
unwilling genius of
Russia. If I have read
the situation accu-
rately I expect a
counter-revolution”
(GA Nateson, ed.,
Congress Presidential
Addressed, second
series, 1934, p.575).

That counter-revo-
lution began when Mikhail
Gorbachov, Secretary-General
of the Communist Party, inau-
gurated a new age of glasnost
(openness) and perestroika
(reconstruction) which led to
the dissolution of Soviet Russia
and the emergence of Ros-
siiskaya Federatsiya, a Com-
monwealth of Independent
States in December 1991.

PATRIOTS

" But the new generation of
Indian patriots amongst whom
the most representative figure
was Jawaharlal Nehru (1889-
1964) was inspired by the
Russian Revolution which, as
he says in his Autobiography
i (1936) “gave me comfort and
hope” (p.364). Nehru visited
Russia in the comjany of his
father Motilal Nehru (1861-
1931) and seeing Lenin’s
embalmed body he remarked
that the face had the “sugges-
tion of pugnacity, of work done
and success achieved”.

i (Michael Edwards, Nehru: a
Political Biography, 1971,p.62).
But not a few in Indian poli-
tics gradually developed reser-
vations about life in Soviet
Russia and one of them was
Subhas Chandra Eose (1897-
1945?) who wrote in his The
Indian Struggle (1335, 1952)
that “it would be saf> to predict
that India will not become a
new edition of Soviet Russia”
(Sisir K Bose, ed., Netaji
Collected Works, vol.ii,
1981,p.353). Even Rabindra-
nath Tagore (1861-'941) who,
| visiting Soviet Russ a in 1930,
! was overwhelmed by what he
saw there of life in that country
' was obliged to say: “there are
grave defects. For this reason
they will have trouble some

The author, an eminent scho-
lar, is former Diroctor, the
National Library of India.

By RK DASGUPTA

day” (Rabindranath Tagore,
Letters from Russia, Eng.tr., Dr

‘Sasadhar Sinha, 1960,p.4). It is

almost a prophecy of what hap-
pened to the country in 1991.
When we consider Indo-
Russian relations we have
today three Russias in mind —
old or Czarist Russia, Soviet
Russia and the new Russia
that came into existence some
ten years ago. And this gives
some complexity to the theme.
The question is, is there a

unity.and continuity in the
relationship between the two
countries covering this entire
period? Strangely enough,
there is. I have mentioned
Rabindranath’s misgivings
about the polity in Soviet
Russia. But his appreciation of
how the people had developed
their education and culture
was boundless. What attracted
the poet most was that there
was no worship of wealth in
Soviet Russia: “Russia has
raised the seat of power for the
dispossessed, completely ignor-
ing the angry scowl of the
west”. “Here the masses have
not in the least been put in the
shade by gentlemen”. “Popular
education has made enormous
strides in Russia”. (Letters from
Russia,pp.14,26,17).

TAGORE

Such admiration for Soviet
Russia made the poet unpopu-
lar in the United States. The
Literary Digest of 1 November
1930, carried an article with
the headline — “Tagore,
Russia’s Friend” to say that the
poet “might be accepted by
Soviet Russia as its most effec-
tive propagandist”, Actually
the poet was not felicitated in
Soviet Russia with any political
motive. The warm reception
given to the Indian poet by the
intellectuals of Soviet Russia,
particularly the younger gener-
ation, was certainly more gen-
uine than the reception given
him anywhere else in the West.

Some of the appreciations of

the genius of Rabindranath’

from Soviet writers show that
communism did not destroy the
country’s European soul.

When we remember that dur-
ing the second world war our
Bengali Marxists dismissed
Rabindranath as a bourgeois
poet . we are deeply impressed

'by the Soviet response to his

~ poetry which is seldom if ever

marred by ideology. In the
Parichay of Bhadra 1350
(1943) Achyuta Goswami
wrote: “bindu matra chinta na
kare bala chale Rabindranath
burjua lekhak” (it may be said
without any hesitation that
Rabindranath is a bourgeois
writer.)

In Soviet Russia, on the other
hand, Professor Petrov said at
a reception to the poet: “We
know him very well as a lyric
poet. But as a social poet, as
one expressing the aspirations
of his people for
freedom, we know
| him much less”.
What is still more
striking is that in a
¢ Russian work enti-

Rabindranath
¢ Tagore, 1922, Pro-
| fessor Tan Bagoraz
' exalts Rabindra-
nath ds the “Indian

Tolstoy” (ibid,
p.137) without car-
ng for Lenin’s

adverse criticism of
Tolstoy in an article
n the Rabochaya
of 18

which he said: “The
| Russian people will

cipation when they
realise that it is not
from Tolstoy they
must learn to win a
better life”. (Collected Works,
vol.16, p.354) Most of the
Soviet criticism of Rabindra-
nath is in line with the main-
stream of European literary
culture.

When we think of European
Indology we are obliged to
ignore Russian response to our

ancient and classical literature ’

because it is presented in
Russian works not available in

English.
CONTACT

But when we explore the sub-

ject we will discover that the
Russian scholars’ appreciation
of the Indian genius is in line
with that of Sir William Jones
(1746-1794), Max Mueller
(1823-1900) and Burnouf
(1801-1852). It is not unlikely
that Tolstoy (1828-1910) had
his profound understanding of
the ideas of Vivekananda and
Mahatma Gandhi because of
his knowledge of the Indian
mind through the work of the
Indologists of his country.

A Russian translation of the
Bhagavadgita was published in
Russia in 1788. In 1792
appeared Nikolai Karamzin’s
Russian translatron of the
Shakuntala in his preface to
which Karamzin wrote:
“Kalidas is for me just as great
as Homer”. (see G Bongard-
Levin & A Vigasin, The Image
of India The Study of Ancient
Indian Civilisation in the
USSR, Eng.tr., Peter Green-
wood, 1984, p.8).

Russia’s direct contact with
India began with Afanasy
Nikitin (d.1474) who came to
India in the fifteenth century,
before the Portuguese naviga-

tor Vasco da Gama (1469- ;

1524). Nikitan’s Voyage Beyond
the Three Seas is the first

Russian account of life in

India.

o

| tled New India and -

secure their eman-
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ndia, Russia

By Our Special Correspondent H‘)cz;tio of electronics

NEW DELHI, OCT. 4. [ndia and Russia
have identified key areas of coop-
eration in the IT sector. The pro-
posed plan of action for
exchanging expertise was agreed
upon during a meeting between
the Union Minister for information
Technology, Mr. Pramod Mahajan,
and his Russian counterpart, Mr. L.
Reyman.

The sectors identified for mea-
ningful cooperation include certifi-

an to incre

nJ Dl"[

products including softwa

puting systems and their
tions, partnership in the area of
high technologies and electronic
materials and cooperation in appli-
cation of IT in education.

One of the highlights of the
meeting was Mr. Reyman'’s plan to
purchase computers from India for
Russian schools. A proposal in this

é\s{\ﬁ trade\{

regard would be sent soon with the
relevant details. The Ministers also
agreed on the need to increase the
volume of trade in I'T by promoting
B to B linkages between entrepre-
neurs.

The two sides agreed to share ex-
periences on e-governance. Mr.
Mahajan spoke on the need to pro-
mote exchange programmes be-
tween students, teachers and

professionals associgted with the
IT sector.

THE HINDU

acr 200



By Our Special Correspondegt

NEW DELH}, OCT. 4. India and Russ
today signed an agreement to es-
tablish an inter-ministerial com-
mission on military-technical
cooperation and signed three key
defence deals within the frame-
work of their strategic partner-
ship. The inter-governmental
commission on defence, which
has been set up, will control and
coordinate all aspects of military
hardware exchanges between the
two sides. The document signed
by the Defence Minister, Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes, and Russia’s
Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. llya
Klebanov, will upgrade manage-
ment of Indo-Russian defence
ties from an official to a political
level. This, according to analysts,
is necessary to override bureau-
cratic hurdles which can retard

After years of dialogue,

| and Russia have signed the Admi-
ral Gorshkov aircraft carrier deal.
With the nearly 40,000 tonne ship
in its possession, India will not
only be able to sanitise its imme-
diate coastal neighbourhood but
would also be better positioned to
protect the vital commercial ship-
ping lanes of the Indian Ocean.
The envisaged presence of the
MiG 29K planes and the Sea Har-
riers on board the Gorshkov will
greatly add to its punch. With the
MiG-29s air defence on board the
Gorshkov, the ravy can more
than counter Pakistan's P3C
Orion aircraft which can be used
to target India’s vital energy as-
sets including the Bombay High.

acquisitions of milita’r\ﬁlgw
Q India

“Panel for%d to
‘upgrade \defence ties|

The Gorshkov package includes {
the induction of the Ka-28 and |
Ka-31 early warning helicopters. !

Under the agreement, the Rus- ‘
sian side will submit a detailed !
project report as the framework
for further commercial negotia-
tions. The two sides also signed
the deal for producing 140 SU-30
MKI aircraft under a Russian li-
cence by the Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited. The presence of
the SU-30 aircraft in such large
numbers will greatly extend the
reach of Indian Air Force (IAF) far
beyond its borders. It will also
sharpen India’s conventional de-
terrent by dissuading hostile in-
tent in the region. The agreement
envisages the establishment of fa-
cilities to overhaul these planes.
Besides, it offers a window for
cooperation between Indian and
Russian scientists so that these
planes can be regularly modern-
ised during their life-cycle.

A contract for 310 T-90S tanks
was also signed today. These
tanks will be the first in India's
armoured stables which will be
equipped to fire missiles. Licence
production of these machines is
also envisaged. According to a
Defence Ministry statement, a
large number of T-90s will be
transferred off the shelf for imme-
diate deployment. The presence
of T-90s can off-set the induction
of Ukrainian T-80 UD tanks by
Pakistan.

PTI reports from Mumbai:

Mr. Putin who arrived here this
evening, was hosted a dinner by
the Governor, Dr. P. C. Alexander.



Z4OGETHER WE SHALL SUCCEED: YOU GAN COUNT ON OUR SUPPORT’

&

o Putin against foreign
mterference in Kashm|r

By Neena Vyasq Y‘*q),

NEW DELHI, OCT. 4. The collective
will of Moscow and Delhi to com-
bat the menace of the “terrorist
international” with its dangerous
global spread — India was as
much a victim of it in Kashmir as
Russia in Chechnya — was em-
phasised by the Russian Presi-
dent, Mr Vladimir Putin, here
today.

Speaking in some detail on the
Kashmir issue, he spelt out the
Russian view, barely different
from the Indian position. The
points he made were: “Kashmir
has been the cause of tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan”, ‘‘for-
eign interference should be
stopped,” the issue should be re-
solved” “on a bilateral basis
through compromise”, and there
must be “unconditional respect
for the Line of Control.” The MPs
gathered in the Central Hall of
Parliament, where he was ad-
dressing a joint session of both
Houses, applauded in apprecia-
tion of Russia’s understanding of
the Indian perspective.

Yesterday, the two countries
had expressed their willingness to
act together in relation to the de-
velopments in Afghanistan. To-
day Mr. Putin took forward the
declared strategic partnership be-
tween the two countries saying
the relations with India had been
and would remain “the top pri-
ority of Russian foreign policy.”

‘Terrorist international’

Mr. Putin departed from the
prepared text to share important
and “‘absolutely true and verified
information” underlining the na-
ture of global terrorism. It was of-
ten “the same individuals, the
same terrorist organisations,”
who were ‘“conducting terrorist
acts from the Philippines to Koso-
vo, including Kashmir, Afghanis-
tan, and Russia’s Northern
Caucasus.” It was an unambigu-
ous reference to Russia’s prob-
lems in Chechnya (although he

—

S

The Russian President, Mr. Viadimir Putin, accompanied by the Lok Sabha Speaker,
Mr. G. M. C. Balayogi, arriving in the Central Hall of Parliament on Wednesday. The others (from
left) are Ms. Sonia Gandhi, Congress(l) president, Mr. Jaswant Singh, External Affalrs Minister,
Mr. R. Venkataraman, former President, and the former Prime Ministers, Mr. S. Chandra Shekhar,
and Mr. I. K. Gujral. — Photo: V. Sudershan

did not mention it directly) and
India’s in Kashmir in what he had
described as the success of the
“terrorist international”’

But it was time to combat it de-
cisively, he fully supported the In-
dian proposal 1o create a
consolidated front against global
terrorism and added that the par-

ticjpation “of all interested states

was welcome.”

This was Mr. Putin’s last major
engagement in Delhi. In the
morning the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, had
called on him along with Dr.
Manmohan Singh and Mr. Nat-
war Singh, and after addressing
Parliament, Mr Putin called on

the President, Mr. K. R. Naraya-
nan, to bid him farewell before

Old friend, relaxed
host: Page 13
The Putins visit

I
|
‘ Taj Mahal: Page 14

departing for Agra. from where he
will go to Mumbai and then on to
Moscow.

Historic relationship

All the speakers at the hour-
long event recalled the historic
and long-established ties be-
tween India and Russia, with Mr.
Putin noting the “warm feelings”
the people of the two countries

THE HINDU
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have for each other. Contacts had
taken place ‘“‘at the highest levels”
over decades, he said, remember-
ing that Mahatma Gandhi had
corresponded with Leo Tolstoy,
recognising him as his “spiritual
mentor’’.

Even though a summit-level
meeting had not taken place for
the last seven years, Mr. Putin re-
assured India that “‘nothing has
changed” for bilateral relations
remain as strong as ever.

In fact, he referred to India’s
positive experience in running a
democracy; as a source of
strength while appreciating In-
dia’s commitment to principles in
the area of international relations.

A—
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{/(D ‘ By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, OCT. 4. The visiting
Russian President Mr. Vladimir
Putin, today breached the long-
standing international nucle

/i)}ockade against India by
_~Committing his nation to

expand atomic energy
cooperation with India.

The dramatic move comes a
day before Mr. Putin travels to
the heart of the Indian nuclear
establishment in Trombay and
is likely to draw considerable
international attention. Moscow
will certainly be bombarded
with questions from Western
nations on the legal and non-
proliferation implications of the
nuclear deal with India.

Top atomic energy officials
from both sides signed a
memorandum of understanding
on intensifying bilateral
cooperation in the peaceful
uses of atomic energy. The
MoU, however, is unlikely to be
made public. Informed sources
here say that at the heart of
this path-breaking agreement is
a Russian commitment to
contribute to India’s growing
nuclear energy requirements.

The MoU is also said to

assert that the proposed
nuclear cooperation would be
fully in tune with Moscow’s
international legal obligations
on transfer of nuclear
technology.

The agreement will certainly
boost India’s plans to accelerate
the nuclear power generation
programme. Over the last few
years, New Delhi has been
looking for an external partner
to rapidly increase the
contribution of nuclear power
to its energy market,

But nuclear cooperation with
India has been made difficult
by the current international
rules on the transfer of nuclear
power reactors.

These regulations issued by
the Nuclear Suppliers Group, a
cartel of advanced nations, in
early 1992 demand that any
nuclear sales to India must be
followed by the so-called
“fullscope safeguards” — or
complete international control
over the Indian atomic
programme. India has no
intention of accepting such
external controls.

The current Indo-Russian
nuclear power project at

/P/utin strikes a nuclear deal
10

Koodankulam in Tamil Nadu is
based on an agreement that
predates the 1992 requirement
on fullscope safeguards.

France had recently shown
some interest in selling nuclear
power reactors to India. Paris
hoped that an Indian decision
to sign the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty would allow it to
press for a change in the terms
of international nuclear trade
with New Delhi. :

Today’s nuclear MoU
suggests that Russia is ready to
go ahead without demanding
any unacceptable political
conditions. New Delhi is
prepared to accept facility-
specific safeguards on the
imported nuclear reactors, but
not on the entire atomic energy
programme.

How will Moscow reconcile
its current obligations under
the NSG with an agreement to
provide new nuclear reactors. to
India? Will it demand a change
in the NSG rules? Will other key
nations such as the United
States and France go along with
Russia? The answers to these
questions will have to wait a

while.
/
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Jndia, Russia identify key

areas fo
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INDIA AND Russia have iden-

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, October 4

M e

tified key deliverables to pro-

mote a strategic partnership in
the information technology sector.
The focus areas for cooperation
include e-governance, human
. resource development, business to
{  business (B2B) linkages and devel-
opment of language software.

The proposed plan of action was
agreed upon during a meeting
between Information Technology
Minister Pramod Mahajan and

Russian Minister for
Communications and Information
L. Reyman.

The two countries have identi-
fied areas like certification of elec-
tronics and information technolo-

gy ‘progucts including software,

cooperation in communications
and netyork technologies includ-

mance cymputing systems and
their applikations.

The two 'leaders also discussed
partnerships in high technologies
and electronic materials and coop-
eration in application of informa-
tion technology in education. The
Rugsian minister has proposed to
blﬁs computers for schools -from
India.

The two spoke of the need to
promote exchange programs
between students, teachers and
professionals associated with infor-
mation technology .

Both India and Russia have a lot
of diversity as far as language is
concerned.

or jomt ventures

In order to take mformatmn
technology to the masses and
image it as an empowering tcol for
the people, the two countries have
agreed upon to create a viable
interface between the technology
and people.

Both ministers acknowledged
that it was strategically important
to build the volume of trade in IT
by promoting B2B linkages
between entrepreneurs of both
countries.

It was also agreed upon to share
models and experiences batween
the official departments on e-gov-
ernance.

The meeting between the' two -
ministers is part of “a sefig

THE HINPUST AN TRIES
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- Pact o tackling allbaﬁ‘ﬁ/gh point.

Pramit Pal Chaudhu ) V), S

New Delhi, October 4 y\(\
BRAJESH MISHRA had heralded the
Russian President's visit to India by saying on
television that Afghanistan would top the
agenda. As Vladimir Putin leaves India, amon,
the more important documents he leaves in his
wake is an agreement on a closer coordination
of policies on tackling the Taliban headache.
But Moscow is breaking Kabuli naan with
Pakistan as well, Besides sending his Chechnya
strongman, Sergei  Yastrzhembsky, to
Islamabad, Putin’s Foreign and Interior minis-
ters also expect to drop by Pakistan in the next
few months. Question: What makes up the
Kremlin's Afghan brew?

The past year has seen another push for a
negotiated Afghan settlement. While Pakistan
has led from the front, Iran has lent some sup-
port to the initiative. Russia and India remain
intractable opponents of the Kabul regime.

after the Chechen
Government-in-exile sought refuge in
Afghanistan, Moscow threatened airstrikes
against the Taliban. DuYing his Islamabad visit,
Yastrzhembsky provided “concrete” informa-
tion about training canips in Afghanistan for
Chechen rebels. India has no communication

News Analysis

with the Taliban, full stop.

Russia and India have been consulting more
often about the Afghan situation for a number
of reasons. One, there are signs Iran and the
Central Asians are wearying of a quarantine
Kabul policy. This inspired France, who wants
first dibs at building oil and gas pipelines
through Afghanistan, to invite Kabul's deputy
foreign minister to Paris last month. Two, the
last bastion of resistance to Taliban rule, the
Northern Alliance's sliver of land in northeast

Earlier this yeXr,

Afghanistan, has suffered serious military set-
backs this summer. Three, the Chechen war
still festers with little sigh the Russian milita
can decisively lance the boil. India similarly
sees a steady influx of Afghan mercenaries sus-
tain the Kashmir insurgency.

Moscow and New Delhi are following double
pronged strategies to keep Kabul under pres-
sure and ensure the Northern Alliance survives
till winter. One prong is diplomatic. Russia is
thus talking with Pakistan about Afghanistas,
even if largely to tick them off. India has set u
bilateral working groups on Afghanistan wm&
Iran, the United States and now Russia.

The other prong is material. Until now the
Northern Alliance has survived on a shoe-
string. Russia and Iran provided arms, Indian
humanitarian supplies. With Putin's visit, it is
believed the scale and lethality of such ass)
tance will be increased. Mishra has
joint military action. But Russi
with the use of airstrikés.

THE HINDUSTAN TIHES
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ndia, Russia seal vital deferrce deals

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE [_,/ / \

: NEW DELHI, Oct. 4. — India

. and Russia today raised their

“level of defence cooperation and

Ygned three long-discussed
-uisition deals.

r the Indian armed forces,

. ¥ deals were Pres1dent

] V!adlmlr Putin’s ‘goodies’ dur-

ing the festive season: T-90

tanks, Su-30 jetfighters and

the Admlral Gorshkov aircraft

carrier.

Both sides also laid greater
emphasis on raising, to a min-
isterial level, the commission
on military-technical coopera-
tion, The move would facilitate

progress in tfa mg, technolo-
gy sharing, and Wweapons trans-
fers. The commigsion will meet
annually.

Two working groups will func-
tion under it, and the Indian
participation would be led by
the defence secretary and the
secretary for defence produc-
tion. The aim is to elevate the
relationship from a buyer-seller
one to that of joint develop-
ment and production, possibly
even sales to other countries.

Each of the three Services got
a piece of the cake as the
Russian Deputy Prime
Minister, Mr I Klebanov and
Mr George Fernandes signed

the parent agreement, and two
of the three purchase-related
protocols today.

The fourth, just short of a for-
mal contract for the T-90s, was
signed at an official level.

The first batch of tanks is
expected within eight to 10
months. The initial order is for
310 units and provides for
phased production in India.
Initial cost estimates are in the
range of $800 million.

At least 140 Su-30 multi-role
combat aircraft will be built
under a licensed-production
arrangement with Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd.

Essentially an official expres-

sion of the intent to purchase is
the protocol on the aircraft car-
rier.

The ship will be gifted to
India. New Delhi has to shell
out the cost of its modernisa-
tion and that of the fighters or
helicopters on the aircraft car-
rier. The aircraft costs have not
been worked out so far. The
modernisation of the basig ves-
sel could take 28 months.

Defence officials this after-
noon pointed out that today’s |
arrangements were not water-
tight contracts, just a few steps '
short of that.




ARussia steps in to sav

Brahma Chellaney :\)W .
Moscow, October 11 Qv A’\G’
DESPITE THE marked pro-US shift in India’s
foreign policy, Russia’s vital importance for
Indian interests has been underscored not only
by the major agreements signed during
President Vladimir Putin’s visit but also by its
supply of low-enriched uranium fuel for the
American-built Tarapur nuclear power plant.

The twin-reactor Tarapur station has been
hungering for adequate fuel in recent months,
making its condition so grave as to threaten dis-
continuance of electricity supply to India’s main
industrial belt of Bombay.

The Russian decision to come to Tarapur’s
rescue is already being criticised by Western
diplomats, and Russia is likely to face open flak
at the next meeting of the Nuclear Suppliers’
Group (NSG), the cartel of nuclear-exporting
nations. The NSG, also known by its original
name, The London Club, was secretly set up
after India’s 1974 test and continues to meet
ors with minimal transparency

Whe contract for 58 tonnes of Russian fuel for
Tarapur has been followed by a separate but
classified Indo-Russian agreefent signed dur-
ing Putin’s visit to co-operate dn peaceful appli-
cations of nuclear energy. Putin’s tour of the
BARC complex - a rare honour accorded to a
foreign leader - testified, in his own words, “the
special nature” of Indo-Russian ties.

Russia is building two large 1000-megawatt
nuclear power reactors at Koodankulam and is
keen to construct more plants in India.
Although France too is keen to sell reactors to
India, Russia is the only NSG member seeking
a change in the regime’s stringent guidelines to
enable such exports.

Moscow justified the Koodankulam deal on
grounds that the agreement was reached in
principle before the NSG tightened its guide-
lines in 1992 to make any export conditional on
the importing nation accepting international
inspections on all its nuclear facilities - a condi-
tion that in practice will strip India of its
nuclear-weapons capability.

It has defended its action to rescue the fuel-
starved Tarapur on grounds tha‘t it comes within

Tarapuar N-plant

Putin’s post-election Presidential decree allow-
ing shipment of nuclear materials in “extraordi-
nary” situations. The inflexible NSG guidelines,
however, permit only safety-related exports, that
too by priur cuusultations with members, to
stave off a looming nuclear contingency.

Tarapur has been buffeted by one political cri-
sis after another since the US stopped honour-
ing 20 years ago a binding international pact to
sell fuel. First France was brought in as a sub-
stitute fuel supplier under a 1982 Reagan-
Indira Gandhi compromise deal. Then. when
the original pact ended in 1993, India. instead
of ending international inspections of Tarapur.
agreed to their continuance forever in return
for a onetime. US-backed commercial fuel ship-
ment from China.

The punitive NSG restrictions etfectively bar
any nation from selling any nuclear-related item
to India. Russian officials acknowledge that
Moscow can sell more reactors to India only if
i SG, of which it is a founder
ndia is admitted to the NSG as a

nucleaf-weapons state; gr NSG guidelines are
ade flexible. /)‘}
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THE POLITICAL AIM of a stylised new ‘Declara-
tion on Strategic Partnership between India and
Russia’ is to infuse a sense of purpose into their
bilateral engagement, which has been adrift,
and, above all, to try and build a multipolar glob-
al order. In a sense, the India-Russia Treaty of
Friendship and Cooperation signed in January
1993 began a process of redefining the ties which
had acquired the overtones of a virtual defence
arrangement in August 1971. It was then that
India and the Soviet Union had for the first time
entered into an extensive accord, whose cen-
trepiece was the provision for mutual “consulta-
tions’’ aimed at taking concerted action to meet
the military challenges or threats to either side.
The new document — signed in New Delhi on
Tuesday by the visiting Russian President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, and the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee — diversifies the redefinition
process that was set in motion in 1993. However,
the real motive force at work now is their “con-
viction” favouring the diplomatic imperative of
a new “‘multipolar giobal structure” of states.
India and Russia have however made clear that
they are not seeking to weave a military-political
alliance and that their new partnership is “not
directed against any other state or group of
states”. The clarification reflects the paradigm
shift on the New Delhi-Moscow front since 1971
when the dominant perception was that the So-
viet Union would help deter China and Pakistan
from resorting to military adventurism against
India. It also takes into account the changed and
friendlier relationship of both countries with the
United States.

Now, there is no inherent incompatibility
between the India-U.S. ‘Vision Statement’ of
March 2000 and the present deed of an Indo-
Russian ‘Strategic Partnership’. But the idea of
multipolarity could be decoded as implying op-
position 0 the present-day dominance of the
U.S. as/the sole superpower in gtrategic, military

conomic spheres Mr. Putin has recently
_<_J.J.A.i._ﬂu_._~ .
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A NEW CHARTER OF R
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\O
made common cause with the Chinesg leader-
ship by advocating multipolarity as the ine qua
non for an unborn new world order in the con-
text of their objections to the U.S.’s plany for a
space-oriented hational missile defence sygtem.
If India, therefore, has chosen to cast its lot with
an expanding but amorphous league of coun-
tries not happy with the present international
system, it does not necessarily mean that New
Delhi has suddenly begun to see the ghost of pax
Americana in every shadow. The recent and de-
finitive entente with the U.S. has already widen-
ed New Delhi's diplomatic options which
evidently reflect in the desire to sustain the his-
toric warmth with Moscow.

For India and Russia, the sweeping array of
potential political opportunities is matched by
the avenues for possible economic linkages in-
cluding the nuclear energy facet and, more sig-
nificantly, by the signs of 2 new quantum leap in
defence ties. Russia is obviously looking for a
commercial bonanza in the defence sector, de-
spite its nuanced differences with-India on nu-
clear non-proliferation issues, which have now
been brought under the rubric of a bilateral po-
litical dialogue on a future international system.
A more immediate ‘strategic’ gain for India,
therefore, is the accomplished groundwork for
the possible constitution of a joint working
group on Afghanistan. The related aspect of in-
ternational terrorism with direct consequences
to India can also be suitably addressed, and
there is a case for widening this potential forum
to include the U.S. In a narrow spectrum, the
Vajpayee administration may feel glad that Mr.
Putin has not only acknowledged India’s creden-
tials for a bigger role at the U.N. but also dis-
counted the fears that he might play a so-called
Pakistan card. But India’s diplomacy can be only
as good as its strategi¢ thinking which should
not be impaired by
Pakistan factor.

Y - . N -
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“Talks only after_

Pak ceases

Shishir Gupta
New Delhi, October 5

USSIA TODAY agreed
Rwith India that a dialogue

with Pakistan on Kashmir
could resume only after the termi-
nation of cross-border terrorism
and called for a joint campaign to
defeat the Taliban's ‘externally
backed' mission to destabilise the
region.

In a joint statement released
here after Russian President
Putin's four-day visit, the two coun-
tries said: "Composite dialogue as
a part of the Lahore process could
be resumed only when necessary
measures are taken for cessation of
support for cross-border terrorism
and for respect of the Line of
Control." )

On the nuclear front, Russia
endorsed India's voluntary mora-
torium on nuclear testing and
“appreciated” New Delhi's efforts
to develop a broad national con-
sensus on the Comprehensive Test

id

international terforism and drug
trafficking. The Statement urged
the Taliban to conform to interna-
tional norms of human rights and
international humanitarian law.

India and Russia also agreed that
political stability in Central Asia,
bordering Afghanistan, was of
"vital" interest to them. In this con-
text, they condemned outside sup-
port to terrorist activity in Central
Asian states.

In the backdrop of Pakistan’s bid
to extend its geo-political influence
in the heart of Central Asia, the
statement recognised the right of
these (Central Asian) States to
take all necessary measures.

The statement "stresged" India
and Russia's- readiness to work
with others for an early com-
mencement of the negotlatlons at
the Conference of Disafmament
for banning future production of
weapons grade fissile material and

Ban Treaty. . other nuclear
The two couné In dO-R ussian explosive  dev-

tries  expresse ices.

deep  concern S tatement While India is

over the situation
in Afghanistan,
noting that the Taliban-controlied
areas were breeding grounds for
religious extremism and interna-
tional terrorism. To counter the
terrorist threat emanating from
these areas, India and Russia have
decided to establish a Joint
Working Group (IWG) on
Afghanistan. The six-page state-
ment was demonstrative of the
special relationship between New
Delhi and Moscow. It brought out
a convergence of views on issues
critical to the two sides. There was
also a similarity' of approach on a
number of international issues, be
it the ABM treaty or developments
in Central Asia.

In an obvious reference to
Pakistan, the statement noted that
there was no military solution to
the Afghan problem. It urged the
Taliban and its "external patrons”
to negotiate the formation of a
broad-based Government having
representation . from all ethnic
groups in Afghanistan.

The two countries warned the

willing to partici-
pate in the CD
negotiations, it may have reserva-
tions over this issue as the pro-
posed ban on fissile material pro-
duction has a bearing on the size of
New Delhi's minimum nuclear
deterrent. However, the joint
statement addressed the Indian
and Russian concerns over unabat-
ed proliferation of nuclear
weapons and missiles in the region.
The two sides felt that the possibil-
ity of a non-discriminatory mecha-
nism to prevent the spread of
atomic weapons should be
explored. Opposing fresh negotia-
tions, both sides agreed that the
existing bilateral and multilateral
arms control treaties, including the
controversial ABM treaty, should
be implemented.

During Putin's visit, a total of 17
agreements were signed between
India and Russia including the
Strategic Partnership document,
Inter-Governmental Commission
on Military Technical Co-opera-
tion and the MoU on peaceful use
of nuclear energy and space.
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/E{ussmn nuclear ex

\’W \ By C. Raja Mohan |}, o

The latestimove by Russia to expand bivilian
atomic energy cooperation with India teflects
a significant new approach in Moscow to-
wards use of nuclear power and overcoming
the associated risks of nuclear weapon prolif-

eration. O.\)() J(y‘w

The Indo-Russian agree wnt on atomic en-
ergy cooperation signed during the recent visit
of the Russian President, My, Vladimir Putin, is
bound to face strong criticism from some of its
Western partners, in particular the United
States, in the Nuclear Suppliers Group. But the
Russian decision appears to be part of a care-
fully-crafted nuclear initiative that was un-
veiled by My Putin last month at the
millennium summit of the United Nations.

Two broad themes were highlighted by Mr.
Putin. One is the importance of nuclear tech-
nology in the context of expanding global en-
ergy requirements and the concerns about
ecological degradation arising from the exces-
sive use of coal and some other carbon-based
fuels. Russia is convinced that one of the best
ways of dealing with global warming and the
demand for cleaner environment is through
increased use of nuclear power.

Mr. Putin’s second proposition challenges
the orthodox view in the American arms con-
trol community that greater use of atomic en-
ergy will result in the spread of nuclear
weapons. This belief has led to a spate of
American domestic and international regula-
tions that have inhibited the promotion of nu-
clear  power  and  transfer  of  related
technologies,

The Russian President hit the nail upon the
head, when he told the millennium summit
that the “policy of restrictions on nuclear
technology transfers to other countries and
enhanced international control proved to be
insufficient to bar nuclear proliferation”. It is
this impertant political recognition as well as
the imperatives of commercialising its domes-
tic civilian nuclear programme which have en-
couraged Russia to decide on an expansion of

its nucly/expor(s.

Mr. Putin’s new approach to nuclear non-
proliferation has been driven by the dynamic
Russian Minister for Atomic Energy, Mr. Ev-
geni Adamov, who has come up with very in-
teresting ideas that are in tune with India’s
own approach to nuclear issues.

Mr. Adamov understands the public accept-
ance of nuclear power hds gone down consid-
erably over the years. Therefore, he is urging
international cooperation to develop innova-
tive designs of nuclear power plants that are
safer than the present generaiion and deal
more effectively with the problem of nuclear
waste management.

Besides addressing the safety and environ-
mental aspects of nuclear power. Mr. Adamov
is also taking head-on the non-proliferation
concerns arising out of the perceived link be-
tween civilian nuclear power programmes and
the manufacture of atomic weapons.

At the recent annual General Conference of

the International Atomic Energy Agency

NEWS ANALYSIS

UAEA), Mr. Adamov pointed to the new tech-
nologies that altow the creation of an “inher-
ently safe” and ‘“proliferation- resistant”
civilian nuclear power programmes.

Many countrics, cutting across the North-
South and Fast West barricrs, are interested in
collaborative international efforts to develop
and promote such technologies. The 1AEA it-
self is considering a proposal to set up a task
force on the “Role of Innovative Nuclear Reac-
tors and Fuel Cycles for Sustainable Devel-
opment.”

But there is no question that the Russian
proposals will run into rough weather with the
arms control and environmental groups in the
U.S. The essential difference between the Rus-
sian ideas backed by a number of countries
and the dominant nuclear thinking in the U.S.
is centered around one question: How best to
dispose of plutonium?

As part of their bilateral arms congeol 111111d~
tives, Russia and the U\S. have agreed to re-
lease what they call “exdess gTutonium from

ports: a KP/eL\X/‘approach

their dismant ed nuclear weapons. Plutonium
is also being generated by many countries by
reprocessing spent fuel from civilian nuclear
reactors.

The American preference is for “immobilis-
ing’* the plutonium from the excess stocks and
bury it as waste. They would also like to see an
end to reprocessing of spent fuel to produce
new plutonium that can be used in weapons.

The Russians are taking an entirely different
view. They believe the best way to deal with
plutonium is to burn it in civilian nuclear reac-
tors. Russia is also for reprocessing the waste
from civilian reactors and recycle the extract-
ed plutonium as fuel for the reactors.

Such an approach, Moscow argues, will put
the energy emrbedded in plutonium to pro-
ductive use. Russia also suggests that the ex-
traction and recycling of plutonium will make
the reactor waste less useful for weapons and
less-threatening environmentally.

Russian scientists argue that storing pluto-
nium as waste 10w always leaves the tempta-
tion to reclain it for weapons purposes in
future. But recycling it, they insist, will reduce
the risks of proliferation and make the waste
disposal more manageable.

The principal argument against selling nu-
clear reactors to nations like India has been
that the plutonium generated from them can
be put to making nuclear weapons. Russia is
now offering a serious and credible way to get
around the probiem and facilitate greater in-
ternational cooperation in the peaceful uses of
atomic energy.

India which has strongly backed this new
Russian approach necds to debate the merits
of recycling plutonium in a non-confronta-
tional manner with the skaptics in the U.S.
and parts of northern Iiumf)\‘e.

It is possible for India to generate consid-
erable support from the nuclear industry
worldwide, including in the U.S. An Indian
campaign on this issue could also be the first
step towards rethinking the global nuclear

non-proliferation regifne and making it more
credible. ol 7/
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Kashmir, says Putin

NEW DELHI 4 DCTOBER
HE COMPARISONS were inevitable. In
TMarch, Bill Clinton walked into the Central
Hall of the Parliament to address a gaggle
of over-enthusiastic parliamentarians who gave
him filmstar treatment.

" On Wednesday, when the more reserved
persona of Vliadimir Putin walked in through the
same door, India’s best efforts at parity some-
where fell short.

. For one, Pramod Mahajan had to work over-
lme last week to ensure a full house on

ednesday while in March, the crowd was
#lmost gatecrashing. The infrequent smile on Mr
Putin’s face was reward enough for Mr Mahajan
who greeted him with roses this morning.
*  Mr Putin walked the well-trodden path with
his formulations on Kashmir which were
intended to assuage an Indian apprehenslmr‘that
e %«#,

Russia might be changing strategy o

Jammu and Kashmir, the Russian President :
asserted that foreign interference in the state :
should be immediately stopped and the issue :
resolved bilaterally between India and Pakistan. :

“This (Kashmir) issue should be resolved :
bilaterally and on the basis of compromise. ;
There should be unconditional respect for the :
line of control (LoC),” he said.

Like Mr Clinton, Mr Putin too was going to ;
cross the divide between the half of the world
that had seen the Taj Mahal and the half that
hadn’t. :

At the Taj, he made a sartorial statement in f
his T-shirt, while in Mumbai, he used the samej :
suite, Kohinoor at the Oberoi that had played
host to Mr Clinton.

But unlike Mr Clinton, Mr Putin’s
Russian didn’t give him the elbow room toPplay
to the gallery, confining him to articulating posi-
tions on terrorism and Pakistan.

However, a long standing ovation greeted his
speech and the shy smile was in evidence again
as he virtually fought his way through excited
members of the Parliament (MPs) bent on shak-
ing hands with him.

In fact, the grace with which Mr Putin
draped the numerous angavastrams on his
shoulder was only rivalled by the martial-arts
bow he gave to the farewell committee as he
drove away.

Supporting the Indian leadership on “the col-
lective front to fight terrorism,” Mr Putin added,
“we share your concern about the violence that
is going on here.

It is making relations between India and
Pakistan tense.” Mr Putin said: “I would like to
share the absolutely trustworthy information
with you that the same people are organising ter-
rorist attacks from the Philippines to Kosovo,
including Kashmir and Afghanistan and:
Russia’s north Caucasus.”

“Moscow fully supports the Indian proposal

" to create a consolidated front to combat terror-

ism. Together we shall succeed. You can count
on our support,” he added.

Was Mr Clinton more forceful on Kashmir?
Mr Clinton was charting a shift in US policy on
south Asia, while Mr Putin was only reinforcing
a traditional position of an old friend.

It was probably why his statements were
scrutinised with the proverbial fine-toothed
comb as Indians looked for a shift of stance.

It was difficult to find and even if there was,
Mr Vladimir Putin’sistatements left lots of room
for positive interpretation, as he said things like,

“the territorial integrity of countries should be
protected. Russia and India are one on this.”>

His date with India’s parliamentarians,
while not quite a away hit, nevertheless
restored the wa fe ing between the two
countries.
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sessed in the context of the developing
geo—strategtcenvxronment'lherehave
‘been changes in forign policy erienta-
tions, both of Russia and Indiain the af-
termath of the:Cold War. Russia isno
‘longer a supetpower ona par with the
| United States. It has, therefore, re-mst
Jitsforeignpoticy. -

The overall orientation.of Russnan ‘

foreign policy is Buro-centric and rela-
tionswiththe US is top priority for Rus-
sia. Next, Russia needs to preserve its
influence in Eastern Europe and Cen-

tral Asia, in the context of the linkages

‘which the countries in these regions

have developed over therlast decade’

with the US and Western Europe. The

Te-unification of Germany, the Czech.

Republic and Hungary becoming part
«of NATO, and NATO's partnership for
peace linkages with Central' Asian

in
! Russia remains eoono
pendent on the US and Wéstern Eu-

rope. Russiais consciousof the Central

‘ As:an Republics vulnerability to the

jockeying for influence among West -

| Europe and Turkey on the one hand

and Pakistan, Iran arid Savidi Arabiaon -
 the other. Itis equally concerned ahout

the US security plans in the Western
Pacific, to deal with potential crises re-
- lated to Jaiwan
claims in Soth-East Asia. This has re-
sulted - Ruissia establishing coopera-
noxxwﬂxﬂma.Ovemll,md;assuatc-

‘mpartance for Russia stands
d compared to Whatltwas

Thiz previe levmwfndﬂndmhad
sﬁ\mﬂ% «overall foreign: policy

' the ‘Soviet’ connection
has disappeared. India decided to di-

wnrelauonsm be as- -

qmntly,Rxmxaemanded

counmm,hasgenerated Some concern

and China’s territorial

vetsxfy its relamns with the US West-
em Europé, Japan and the ASEAN.
These became a maiter of higher prior-

ity compared to Russia. In fact, be-,
tween. 1991 and 1995, India distanced
- jtselffrom Russiabecause of the latier’s

anxieties to be accepted By the West.

“Thiswas despite Yeltsin’s visit to Delhi

inJanuary 1993. v
Between 1996 and 1998, Russm re-
acknowledged the importance of its ve-

Jlations with India to bal-

ance USAs  strategic
posmres in the Western
Pacific, in"arms control -
and disarmamentandin

the management of the
security environment in-
SouthEast Asia. Conse-

its_defence cooperation -
with China and re-em-
phas:sednsre}auonswnh

the

JN. Dar

solidate Russia’s suateglc posmon in
world affairs.
India and Russia have sxgued ten

-agreements during Putin’s visit. The

rhost twasthe declaratignofa

importat
strategic partnetship. The other agiee-
ments detail the programmatic follow

upmetwogwenmemswillundertake .

toenhanoebﬂateraloooperahmacmss

spectrum.
* The strategic partnesship declara-
tion entals annual summit
- level meetings of officials

mitted themselves not o
© participate in any military,
 potitical or other arrange-

- ments or armed conflicts
threatening either - side.
andlndlawillooop

erate ‘in taking ‘oounter-

While acknowledging that India Is a deservlng

o candldate for permanent membership of the

~ UN Securlty Council, Russia has not -
: announced formal support '

-mdlaThmapproachtbundfonnalex-

pression during then Russian Foreign
mesterl’mnakosfsvnsmolndlaml)e-
Sember 1997, India responded because

of its own defence concerns and tech-

nology requirements. -

Vajpayee has no. ideological incli-_

nation inhis mind-set about Indo-So-

viet felations of the past. Putinisnota

tradifional Soviet politician. He was a

~ competent senipr professional of the
KGBwho believes in the national des-
tiny of Russia and is committed to -

making Russia a great power. Heisan

 experiericed practitioner of realpolitik
- ahd is, therefore, conscious that a cer-- .

tain positive equation with China and
Indlaareemenualtomtoreandoon-

measures agamst mtemauonal termr—
ism, separatism, trans-border crimes
and trafficking in narcotics. Deeper |

: bng-tznnanddwetslﬁedh\do-R\man

coopetation will be organised in the
sphere of metallmgy fuel and energy,
1T and communications.

The most important decisions on
expandm Indo-Russian relations re- -
late to defence supph&, technological
cooperation or peaceful uses of atomic
energy and outer space, and the ac-
knowledgementof aconvergence of in-
terests'in dealing with Islamic extrem-
ismand terronstv:olence with special .
reference to The Russian

gwementhasagrwdtosupply’l‘%

: tanksandtoﬂlenpmtprod;mmmh\-

W|II thls vssn revwe the old ﬂame’?

in divider d

1 dia; Russia will al supply the ST

]etsmdamlstmﬂmrprodn
in India, MiG-29K air-defence {

_ and the aifcraft cartier Admiral

shkov, will be transferred to' I

ts will be unde
nnedbylongtenndefenoetedmolo

tion.

Bilateral trade is to be expandc
* from US $1.7 billion to $ 2.5 billion pc
annum initially. Institutional arrang
mentsfordnscussxonsonAfghanst:
cross-border terrorism and - narct

- crimes have been put in place Givex

the Western reservation in providin,

* defence supplies to a nuclear India,

thesedecisions indicate a preater accep- -
tance by Russia of India’s secusity con-
oérms. Putin’smotivation stems from the
urge tocreate apolycentricworldorder.
Having detailed the positive aspects
ofthevmt,mspemnenttoavmdeupho»
fia, taking note of the following facts: For

' R\ma,Gmmandﬂ\eUSamhlgherpn-

onmRussxahaspulledbadcfrmnﬂ)e
former Soviet position of categorical
mpporttolmhamthel(ashmmue

‘There is a paralléfiam in the US and

RxmmpohamnowonKaslmn(asévx-
denced in discussions of Putin’s special
envoy with General Pervez Musharraf
Tastweek). While acknowledging that In-
dia is a deserving candidate for perma-
nent membership of the UN Security
Council, Russia has not announced for-
‘mal support for India’s candidature for
the seat. Russia, even as it has shown a
greater understanding of India’s Jogic of
nuclearweapm\sauon,desummdmto
fallin line with the international discrim-
inatorynon-proliferationagenda. -
' Soxt:samedown-to—wﬁlandre-
alistic relationship between the two co-
unmﬂlatnsenvmgedbyPutmandVaj

payee. One must acknowledge that
Indo-Russian

relations are now grou-
nded in more tangible mutuality and
- equality of interdsts than Indo-US refa-
tions; where we have greater expectations
from the US thanthe US has from us. /
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qulo-Russmn
stra?t gic partnership for
enhanced cooperation

NEW DELHI, OCT. 3. The following is the text of the
“Declaration on strategic partnership between In-
dia and Russia” signed here today by the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the vis-
iting Russian President, Mr, Vladimir Putin,:

“Proceeding from a desire to further consoli-
date their traditionally close and friendly ties to
mutual benefit; drawing upon their rich and fruit-
ful tradition of cooperation in various fields accu-
mulated over half a century since their
establishment of diplomatic relations; emphasiz-
ing the fundamental and lasting importance of the
treaty of friendship and cooperation between the
Repubtlic of India and the Russian Federation ot 28
January 1993 which was a continuation of the bi-
lateral Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooper-
ation of 9 August 1971, of the Declaration on the
Further Development and Intensification of
Cooperation between the Republic of India and
the Russian Federation of 30 June 1994, and of the
Moscow Declaration on the Protection of the In-
terests of Pluralistic States of 30 June 1994; con-
vinced that the further comprehensive
development of their bilateral ties would promote
progress and prosperity in both states and the
consolidation of positive trends in the world as a
whole; seeking to impart a qualitatively new char-
acter and long-term perspective to their multi-
faceted bilateral relations and to actively develop
them in political, economic, trade, scientific, tech-
nological, cultural and other fields, in the years
ahead and into the 21st century; proceeding from
the conviction that it is necessary to build a multi-
polar global structure based on sovereign equality
of all states and peoples, democratic values and
justice; confirming their adherence to the com-
mon ideals of peace, democracy, rule of law, hu-
man rights and fundamental freedoms,
non-violence and secularism; recognising their
special responsibility by virtue of being among the
largest multi-ethnic, multi-lingual and multi-reli-
gious states; inspired by a desire to jointly contrib-
ute to the strengthening of international peace
and security, the democratisation of international
relations, as well as to the promotion of the estab-
lishment of a new, just and stable world order-
;reaffirming their commitment to the purposes
and principles of the United Nations charter, de-
clare as follows:

1. The sides hereby oroclaim the establishment of
relations of strategic partnership between them.
Based on mutual understanding and long-term
confidence in each cther, this envisages the eleva-
tion of their multifaceted ties to an even higher
and qualitatively new level, while imparting them
with a specially close and dynamic character, both
in the bilateral field and in the international arena.

2. This strategic partnership between the sides is
based upon the principles of sovereignty, equality
and territorial integrizy of states, non-interference
in their internal affairs, mutual respect and mu-
tual benefit.

3. Such a strategic partnership would include en-
hanced cooperation in the following fields:

Political
Convening of annual summit level meetings; reg-
ular bilateral political and foreign office consulta-
tions on issues of mutual concern; closer
cooperation at the United Nations, including its
specialised agencies and institutions, at other in-
ternational and regional fora; further intensifying
their efforts aimed at strengthening international
peace and security, general and complete disarma-
ment, systematic and progressive efforts to reduce
nuclear weapons globally, with the ultimate goal of
eliminating these weapons, nuclear non-prolifera-
tion and the peaceful settlement of disputes joint
initiatives on key international and regional issues;
informing each other of planned foreign poticy ini-
tiatives in the international/arena; non-participa-
tion in any military-political or other alliances or
‘

associations or armed contlict directed against the
other side, or in any treaties, agreements or under-
standings infringing upon the independence, sover-
eignty, territorial integrity or national security
interests of the other side.

Trade and Economy

Strengthening close cooperation within the
framework of the Indo- Russian inter-governmental
commission on trade, economic, scientific, techno-
logical and cultural cooperation, as well as other
joint bodies of business and industry representa-
tives, with a view to expanding trade and economic
relations: deepening and diversifying cooperation
in sectors such as metallurgy, fuel and energy, in-
formation technology, communications and trans-
port, including merchant shipping and civil
aviation; further development of cooperation in
banking and finance, and improving credit and in-
surance facilities so as 1o promote bilateral trade;
creating a favourable environment for mutual in-
vestments and guaranteeing their protection; sim-
plifying customs and other procedures and
promoting the removal of non-tariff barriers and
gradual lowering of tariff barriers, establishing ef-
fective mechanisms for interaction between Indian
and Russian entities with a view to achieving sus-
tained expansion of bilateral trade in a long-term
perspective; encouraging contacts between regions
in both countries with a view to promoting trade
and economic cooperation. Simplifying rules and
procedures for travel by entrepreneurs and busi-
nessmen of both countries; further enhancing the
quality and international competitiveness of their
goods by, inter alia, promoting the joint develop-
ment and sharing of the latest technologies; exploit-
ing to mutual benefit the new opportunities arising
out of the integration processes under-way in the
world economy; enhancing cooperation and coor-
dination at international trade, economic and fi-

nancial bodies; jointly exploring the possibilities of

regional trading arrangements with third countries.

Defence

Consolidating defence and military-technical
cooperation in a long-term perspective; deepening
service-to-service cooperation.

Science and Technology

Promoting existing and new forms of cooper-
ation in fundamental and applied scientific re-
search, expanding the exchange of scientists and
scientific information, establishing direct ties be-
tween scientific research/higher educational insti-
tutions. Cooperating in areas such as oceanology,

. . LA TRYE )
agricultural sciences, medical sciences and blon. H’NDU

technology, environmentally clean technologies,
meteorology, standardisation, metrology and certi-
fication of each other's products, jointly exploring
the possibilities of commercial application of the
results of scientific and technological research and
development, Cooperating in the peaceful use of
nuclear energy and the peaceful use of outer space.

Culture

Further promoting cultural cooperation and a
wider exposure to each other’s cultural heritage and
achievements; activising contacts between peoples
and organistions including in the fields of culture,
education, mass media, youth and sports. Promot-
ing tourist exchanges and cooperation between
tourist organisations in both countries.

Other fields

Cooperating in the fight against international ter-
rorism, separatism, organised crinie and illegal traf-
ficking in narcotics. Cooperating in rendering
mutual legal assistance in civil and criminal matters
and in matters relating to extradition, as well as in
other related areas.

4. The strategic partnership between the sides is not
directed against any other state or group of states,
and does not need to create a military-political alli-
ance.

5. Slgned on 3 QOctober 2000 at New
originals ‘each, in Hindi, R n and
guages. —} PT1

Jelhi in two
uglish lan-
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/ﬁ/ boost to Indo-Russian defence tle-up

By Atul Aneja MO ., Y}
NEW DELH), 0CT. 3. India and Russia today de-
cided to upgrade military ties and cleared key
defence agreements to substantiate their
strategic partnership.

It was decided to form an Indo-Russian
commission on military-technical coopera-
tion to regularise ministerial-level contacts.
“To upgrade the nature of our defence inter-
action, we have agreed to establish an inter-
governmental commission on military-tech-
nical co-operation”, the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, said in the presence of
the visiting Russian President, Mr. Vladimir
Putin, this afternoon.

A Joint Working Group on defence headed
by government officials had so far steered
military relations between the two countries.
The new commission would therefore raise
bilateral defence interaction from an official-
level to a higher plane.

The decision to form the military-technical
commission coincided with the clearance of
key defence deals. *‘We are currently discuss-
ing military hardware exchanges which are of
strategic significance,” highly-placed sources
in the Government sald,

It was also decided to finalise the well pub-
licised T- 90 tank deal, including the transfer
of 124 tanks off-the shelf, Another 186 tanks
would be produced here under a Russian li-
cence. The total deal for 310 tanks is expected
to cost India around Rs. 3,000 crores.

The T-90 deal is expected to enhance In-
dia’s capability to carry out armoured
thrusts, especially in the Rajasthan sector,
the Army's preferred area of operation. The
armed forces, are geared to undertake offen-
sive tank manoeuvres in the deserts in the
zone around Rahimyar Khan so that Pakis-
tan’s key communication nodes can be tar-
geted, The T-90 tanks would alsc more than
offset the acquisition of T-80UD tanks from
Ukraine by Islamabad.

During Mr. Putin’'s stay, a new package of
SU-30 planes is also likely to get the nod.
Officials from the two sides are currently ne-
gotiating the transfer of technology for pro-

du% !SQ) 30 fighter jets here under a

Russlag licence. Officials pointed out that it
was pldnned to produce at Jeast 150 SU-30s
here. Uhlike the existing SU-30s with the IAF,
the licence produced jets, designated
SU-30MK'T’ would be more sophisticated. All
SU-30s with India would subsequently be up-
graded to the MK'I' level. The large number
of SU-30s would advance the IAF's strategic
reach beyond its South Asian borders.

India had agreed in principle to purchase
the Russian aircraft carrier, Admiral Gorsh-
kov. While the Russians would part with this
platform free of cost, India would incur an
expense of around Rs. 1,800 crores for its
modernisation. The Gorshkov package is also
likely to include the transfer of around two

squadrons of MiG-29 K air defence planes.
The entire deal may cross Rs. 5,000 crores.

With the formidable 40,000 tonne Gorsh-
kov in tow, the Navy along with the much
smaller INS Viraat, can assert itself along the
eastern and western seaboards as well as vital
stretches of the Indian Ocean. The Navy has
already contracted for three Khrivak class fri-
gates and recently obtained two submarines
capable of firing missiles.

Apart from finalising defence tie-ups, New
Delhi and Moscow signed 12 agreements
covering agriculture, communication, legal
relations, culture, diamonds, and energy. For
the first time, an agreement to regularise in-

teraction between Russian provincesand In-
dian States was also signed. /

Cooperation in legal sph'e/ﬂ too

By Our Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 3. A Memorandum of Under-
standing on mutual cooperation in the field
of law and justice was today signed between
India and Russia in the presence of the vis-
iting Russian President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
and the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee.

This is the first ever MoU on mutual coop-
eration between institutions of justice/courts
in India and their counterparts in other
countries including training of judicial offi-
cers and legal education.

The MoU provides for cooperation in nine
areas including mutual assistance, exchange
of experience in the field of administration of
justice, use of information technology, legis-
lative drafting and exchange of professionals.
It will provide opportunities to both parties
for improving their drafting skill, to know the
judicial system of one another and to im-
prove upon the standards of legal education.

It will facilitate education and training of
justice officials (specialists) and legal experts,
assistance of educational institutions in set-
ting up and management of law courses, in

the preparation and implementation of pro-
grammes of studies, exchange of legal litera-
ture and publications on legal subjects as
well as of relevant information on legal mat-
ters.

The Institution of Legislative Drafting and
Research (Indie) of the Law Ministry’s Legis-
lative Department will train Russians in legis-
lative drafting and facilitate exchange of
current legislation. Courses and seminars
would also be conducted.

Another MoU to provide for legal assist-
ance and legal relations concerning civil and
commercial matters was also signed. As a re-
sult, it will become possible to serve sum-
mons and processes issued by courts of one
party in the territory of the other. It will also
enable courts and judicial authorities of one
party to take evidence on the request of
courts and judicial parties of the other party.

The courts in the two countries would also
ecrees, settlements and
assed in each other’s ter-
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ndia, Russia to strive for

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP SIGNED

/

a multupolar world order

By C. Raja Mohan" H v

NEW DELHI, OCT. 3. Proclaiming a
strategic partnership for the new
century, India and Russia today
agreed to develop a common ap-
proach to Afghanistan and coor-
dinate political, diplomatic and
military steps towards the unfold-
ing crisis there.

The decision to forge a joint
strategy reflects the continuing
convergence of geopolitical inter-
ests between the two nations even
after the Cold War. The readiness
to act together in Afghanistan
lends substance to the idea of a
strategic partnership in a changed
world.

Dispelling widespread scepti-
cism of the future of Indo-Russian
relations, the visiting President,
Mr. Vladimir Putin, and the Priine
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, signed a document on
strategic partnership here.

The declaration unveils a
fraifework for sustained engage-
ment across a broad front — from
enhanced defence cooperation ro
promotion of regional stabiliry
and the creation of a multipolur
world order.

The declaration states the two
leaders hope to “impart a qual-
itatively new character and long-
term perspective to their multi-
faceted relations”. The two lead-
ers 1nsxsted that the partnership
was not a mlhtary -political alli-
ance” and “not directed against”
any other nation. The objective
they said, was to democratise in-
ternational relations.

Common plan on
Afghanistan

The reiteration of the Indo-Rus-
sian strategic convergence comes
amidst growing concern world-
wide that the Taliban is about to
gain total control over Afghanis-
tan. The advance of the Taliban, it
is feared, could give a big boost to
the forces of religious extremism
and destabilise the entire region.

To a specific question on Af-
ghanistan at a joint press confer-
ence, Mr. Vajpayee said it was
agreed to “evolve a common
strategy”’ to deal with the crisis
there. Mr. Putin added India and

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the Russian
President, Mr. Viadimir Putin, exchanging documents after signing
the declaration on strategic partnership at the Hyderabad House

in New Delhi on Tuesday. — Photo: V. Sudershan

Russia “intend to coordinate their
military and political line on the
situation”.

Mr. Putin said the proposed
“coordination’ on Afghanistan
would cover ‘“the activities of all
the agencies involved, including
the special services of both coun-
tries”.

Elaborating on the discussions,
Mr. Brajesh Mishra, Principal Sec-
retary to the Prime Minister, told
reporters later that the setting of

an Indo-Russian Joint Working
Group on Afghanistan was under
consideration. But Mr. Mishra
ruled out any joint Indo-Russian
military operations.

Asked whether India and Russia
would be prepared to bring other
countries into the JWG, Mr. Mis-
hra said it would depend on how
the talks evolved in the coming
days.

If there were any apprehen-
sions in New Delhi about the re-

President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
would not visit Pakistan as the
trip was never planned, the
Foreign Minister, Mr. Igor Iva-
nov, said today.

“The President will not visit
Pakistan, and I also have no in-
tention to undertake any such
visit,” he said before leaving for
New Delhi.

Reports about Mr. Putin's
visit to Pakistan first appeared
when Mr:. Sergei Yasdraz-
sembsky, a Russian offi

‘Putin will not visit Pak.x_/

MOSCOW, ocCT. 3. The Russian’

went to Islamabad to express
Russia’s concerns over the Tali-
ban’s activities.

Vajpayee for Moscow

In New Delhi, the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, accepted
the invitation of Mr. Putin to
visit Mosco ‘I have accepted

in his opening state-
at a joint press

-~ UNI

arT 200

cent Russian overtures to
Pakistan, they appeared to have
been set at rest today. Mr. Mishra
said India was “satisfied” with the
Russian explanation that its en-
gagement of Pakistan would “not
be detrimental to ties with India”.
On the expansion of bilateral nu-
clear cooperation, Mr. Mishra
said no new agreement had been
reached. But discussions were
continuing. The Russian Presi-
dent and Mr. Vajpayee who held
informal talks last night recon-
vened this morning for delega-
tion- level talks at the Hyderabad
House.

Praising Mr. Putin’s vision to
rebuild Russia, Mr. Vajpayee told
the joint press conference after
the talks that India would “like to
see Russia as a strong and confi-
dent state, an important constitu-
ent in a multipolar world order”.

Thanking the Indian people for
the warm welcome accorded to
him, the visiting President said
his talks here “have confirmed |
the coincidence of long-term geo- |
political interests between India
and Russia”’. He also extended
strong support for India’s perma-
nent membership of the United
Nations Security Council.

Indo-Pak. ties

Inshis brief remarks on Indo-
istan relations, Mr. Putin said
ussia hoped ‘“‘concrete effo

would be made in order to rpffew
the dialogue between India and
Pakistan to defuse tensions in the
region”. There was a sense of sat-
isfacrion in the Government that
Mr. Putin’s visit successfully con-
solidated bilateral relations and
provided a basis for their intensi-
fication in the future.

At a banquet for the Russian
leader tonight, the President, Mr.
K. R. Narayanan, reflected on the
enduring importance of the Rus-
sian connection. Asserting that a
strong Russia was in India’s in-
terests, Mr. Narayanan said Mr.
Putin’s visit underlined “the inev-
itability of this common destiny”
between the two nations.

Accords gigned: Page 13

Text of declaration; Page ;}[
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India, Russia as Regional Stabilisers

/6 the late fifties, American re-

searcher Harold R Isaacs wrote,
“The European age has ended. The
centre of gravity in world affairs has
hifted, Europe has to be seen as a

/s eninsula at one end of the great
urasian continent.” Isaacs correct-
ly sensed the growth of the role of
Asia in world affairs. This trend was
given a powerful impetus after the
collapse of the two-bloc system. Be-
sides, the economic successes of In-
dia and China and their ability to
overcome the 1997-98 financial cri-
sis, predetermined the growth of
their importance in world economy
and politics.

India and China are not etat-na-
tions, but civilisation nations. The
civilisation principle as the rallying
factor is probably more important
for India, because the dominant in-
fluence of the Han people in China
is playing an exceptionally large
role in terms of the unification of
the country. In terms of cultural
identity and territorial-state struc-
ture, Russia is also leaning towards
the civilisation-nation principle.
But the quick change of political-
ideological and socio-economic
paradigms (twice during the 20th
century) forced its upper classes to
doubt certain key characteristics of
their country.

Today, we are witnessing a grad-
ual ideological recreation of Russia.
The Soviet past and the Russian
past and present are less frequently
confronted, but are accepted and
evaluated as parts of the whole.

Despite the attempts of extreme
liberals and some oligarchs to ques-
tion President Vladimir Putin’s idea
of the creation of an effective state,
this is supported by the clear major-
ity of the Russian population. The
new president ensures the creation
of a clear-cut vertical of executive
authority without renouncing the
principles of federalism, which are
constitutional in Russia.

The recognition of the state as an
immanent value and understanding
of the need to protect and strength-
en it are encouraging the Russian
ruling class and society as a whole
to search for like-minded countries
on the international scene. From
the logistics of international rela-
tions today, a constructive collabo-
ration of Russia and India is imper-
ative for both states. On the other
hand, some novel conceptual struc-
tures that originated in the West can
be used as the grounds for actions
that contradict the national inter-
ests of Russia and India. In particu-
lar, the concepts of “humanitarian
intervention” and “limited nagure
of state sovereignty” can be used in
certain situations to undermine the

By YEVGENY KOZHOKIN

territorial integrity of states.

The question of what boundaries
of state sovereignty will exist in
“the 21st century is closelg:l linked
with questions about the future of
such international organisations as
the UN and regional organisations
like NATO.

A new struggle has been
launched over the future of UN
peacekeeping operations. The re-
port of a group that analysed UN
geacekeeping operations, led by L

rahmini, clearly admits that in the
words of the UN Charter, it was cre-
ated “to save the succeeding gener-
ations from the scourge of war.”
The fulfilment of that task is the
main function of the UN and large-
ly the gauge by which it is judged by
those people for the service to
which it exists. The UN failed to ful-
fil this task more than once in the
past decade, the report says.

Both India and Russia are clear

« |ndia and China are civilisation
states; Russia is going
the same way

» President Viadimir Putin’s idea
of creating an effective state
has popular support

¢ The situation in Kashmir and
Afghanistan hinders regional
stability

« india and Russia are
interested in curbing Islamic
fundamentalism

IN BRIEF =

on the need for strict compliance
with international law and the prin-
ciples of the UN Charter. They also
expressed their common opinion
on the need to maintain the system
of strategic stability. It is vital that
both Russia and India regard the
UN Security Council as an effective
instrument of maintaining interna-
tional peace.

The Soviet Union, whose legal
successor in many spheres is Russia,
accumulated positive experience of
large-scale collaboration with Pak-
istan in the 1960s. New Delhi more
than once demonstrated a desire to
normalise relations with Islamabad
in the past decade. Russia under-
stands and upholds these initiatives.
Likewise, Moscow welcomed the
1993 and 1996 documents signed by
India and China, in particular the
border agreement (September
1993), which settled the territorial
dispute between them, and the
agreement on the reduction of
troops deployed along their border
{(November 1996).

M-177 4

But the Kashmir problem and the
situation in Afghanistah hinder re-
gional stabilisation. Tyansborder
terrorism and separalist move-
ments in the zone of India’s Jammu
and Kashmir threaten peace and se-
curity in the whole of South Asia. In
this sense, Russia supports mea-
sures taken by the Indian authori-
ties to strengthen the territorial in-
tegrity of the country and to resist
the attempts to create a new centre
of international terrorism there.

The unfavourable development
of the situation in Afghanistan
can have a most negative effect
on the situation in Kashmir (one
possibility is the growth of uncon-
trolled arms deliveries) and
compound the threat of terrorism
in the North of India. This is why
Russia and India alike expressed
readiness to support any peace
initiatives that would restore peace
in Afghanistan.

India is seriously worried by the
developments in nghanistan. The-
Indian government, which is tradi-
tionally pursuing a policy of secular-
ism, fears the strengthening of the
positions of Islamic fundamental-
ism in the region. That such threat is
quite real can be seen from the
promise of the Taliban leaders to
wage “a holy war for the victory
of Islam in the countries of
Central Asia and in India.” Such
statements were echoed by terrorist
acts in South India, staged by the
militant wing of the Al-Umma
Moslem group.

Russia and India are equally in-
terested in cutting short the prolif-
eration of Islamic fundamentalism
as represented by the Taliban
movement in Afghanistan. Like
Moscow, New Delhi is fighting con-
sistently and energetically all and
any examples of international ter-
rorism. India very timely drafted a
convention on combating interna-
tional terrorism and moved it for
the consideration of the UN Gener-
al Assembly.

Other unusual threats to security
are appearing in the region and
coming to the fore, such as the
smuggling of weapons, the uncon-
trolled movement of refugees, and
ill%gal immigration. The nature
and scale of these problems elevat-
ed them to the plane of transborder
security problems, which cannot
be resolved by any one state
single-handed but call for the
development of regional and inter-
national cooperation. Such major
Asian states as Russia and India can
make a substantial contribution to
these efforts.
g‘:ze author is director, Russian

titute of Strategic Studies)
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NEW DELHI, Oct 3. — Indian and
Russian defence officials worked late this
evening to iron out creases in inter-govern-
mental defence agreements.

The decks were being cleared for 310 T-
90 tanks, indigenous production of 150 Su-
30 combat aircraft and acquiring the
Admiral Gorshkov aircraft carrier. The ini-
tial estimate for the first two deals would
be about $3 billion,

The formal upgrading, to a ministerial
level, of the inter-governmental commis-
sion on military technical cooperation has

! been deferred to tomorrow. There were no

problems with that 65-page document offi-
cials said, the decision had been taken in
principle when Mr George Fernandes visit-
ed Moscow. Putting a package in place on a

single occasion was considered more appro-

priate. .
It is understood, however, that Indian
officials were using their “home turf”
advantage and the goodwill generated by
President Vladimir Putin’s visit:to gecure
the most favourable conditions initerms of
price, payment schedules ‘and so.

Onpage8 ‘.

& India, Russia sign 11 agreements
8 Afghan furrow on Ruasih brow
i Another photograph

Especially for the T-90s and Su-30s, deals
for which have been processed further
than those for the Gorshkov.

No contracts would be signed tomorrow,
but the inter-governmerital i¥reements

FARUSSIA: =

| (Continueﬁd froné ngéi)
outright, the rest trehrshérred

in semi-knocked and complete-
ly knocked down condition.
With a transfer of technolo?,
these would eventually be
almost entirely built in India.
“The Army is looking beyond
310 units,” a defence official
said this evening.

India is convinced that the Su-
30 project, which takes in a
phased development/retro-fit of
an IAF-specific version (the
Mk-I), has overcome its
teething troubles, It has now
decided go beyond the initial
40 B 10 order, of which 18
planes have already been
delivered. Production at the
Ojhar division of Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd. was the logi-
cal next step. 1 0

Price negotiatioﬁ ave yet to
get down to brass tafks but the
ballpark figure mentioned this
evening was in excegs of $2 bil-
lion. The IAF is looking at an
eight-squadron fleet of the
multi-role combat aircraft, the
most advanced fighter it pos-
sesses, and the arrangement
centres around producing 150
planes in India. Building up to
a strength of 200, with the
scope for extending/upgrading
the programme. .

Fewer details have been
worked out so far for the
Gorshkov, which has been an
off-and-on affair for close to a
decade.

The Russians have offered the
“retired” carrier as a gift, but
quoted a price of $734 million
for repairs, renovation'and
modernisation. Added to the
bill would be the cost of the
MiG-29-K fighters and the
Kamov-31 helicopoters on the
carrier.

Initially some naval experts
felt the Gorshkov would be “too
big” (she displaces about
40,000 tonnes), but it appears
there’s no alternative avail-
able. Down to a lone-carrier
fleet in the absence of a
replacement for Vikrant, and
with Viraat (even after recent
~ndarniaation) having only a

| India, Russia iron out defence creases

assured supply of spares, technology trans-
fers and subsquent upgrades too. “They
will be detailed maps of the route we wish
to take,” said an official. There would be
scope for stretching them beyond the num-
ber of tanks or planes currently envisaged.
The T-90 tank would be of extreme signif-
icance. It has been well over a decade that
the armoured corps acquired a state-of-the-
art iron horse ~ the indigenous MBT-
Arjun programme made only token
progress-but delayed a decision on imports.
Pricing had been a problem, the Russians
are said to have asked for $2 million a

" piece, India tried to bring it down to $1.25

million.

The current plans are for acquiring 310
tanks in the first phase of an open-ended
programme. About 100 would be bought

R See RUSSIA: page 8 .
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Putin holds infornial
talks with Vajpayee

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, October 2

AT ff,\ (0

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir I‘utin tonight

held informal talks with Prime Minister Atal

Behari Vajpayee soon after his arrival here on
a four-day state visit that is expected to take forward
Indo-Russian relations to new heights.

Putin, the first Russian President to visit India in
seven-and-a-half years, had a private dinner meeting
with Vajpayee at the Prime Minister's official resi-
dence.

Earlier, Putin arrived to a warm welcome amid tight
security and the expectation that his four-day visit
would impart fresh direction to the traditionally close
Indo-Russian ties. He was received by External
Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh at the Palam airport.

Over the next three days, talks between Mr Putin
and his Indian interlocutors are expected to revolve
around issues such as terrorism, oil, diamond trade,
information technology and trade. However, at the
core of the bilateral dialogue would be the strength-
ening of military ties between the two countries.

The future course of the multi-faceted Indo-Russian
relationship will flow from the key strategic partner-
ship document, which the two sides will sign on
Tuesday. This agreement will provide the blueprint for
evolution of bilateral relations in the coming decades.

The formation of the Inter-Government

Commission 6n Military-Technical Cooperation,
besides rgiefng the level of defence ties, will set the

stage for acquisition by India of T-90 tanks, the
"Admiral Gorshkov " aircraft carrier and the latest
version of Sukhoi 30 fighters.

However, the terrorist threat emanating from the
Afghanistan-Pakistan nexus is expected to be a major
issue of deliberation between the two countries. While
the Russian Federation bears the brunt of Pan-Islamic
terrorism in Chechnya and in its sphere of influence
bordering Afghanistan, India is the victim of cross-
border terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir. In both
cases, the source happens to be the same.

In the discussions on terrorism, the two sides are
expected to deliberate on the tactics to counter this
threat. The talks will determine whether a policy of
confrontation or engagement is to be adopted to con-
tain the "jehadi" elements.

As it is, the decision by Moscow to directly engage
Pakistan and the reported desire of President Putin to
visit Islamabad is under intense discussions in the two
countries. Some quarters believe the Russian engage-
ment with Pakistan might have the negative conse-
quence of according undue legitimacy to the Taliban.

In India, there are fears that such legitimacy to the
Taliban could extend Pakistan's geo-political influence
right into the heart of Central Asia. This obviously will
also have a negative spin-off in Kashmir.

But Moscow's policy to engage Pakistan reveals its
intention of adopting a mixed approach towards the
Taliban. But it is rather early days to suggest that in
Afghanistan, Russia's focus has shifted to the Taliban. )

LS Secretariat rolls out red carpet Pag%.
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/"« Infinite possibilities
It is not simply a question of nostalgia. JYOTSNA BAKSHI outlines how an Indo-Russia
strategic alliance can counter the expanding threat of terrorism in the neighbourhood

ITH THE end of the Cold War, the
Wern of exclusive relationships is

over. Every major player in the
international scene is interacting with every-
one else. Both India and Russia are seeking
extensive coog;ration with the Western pow-
ers led by the US, At the same time, the abid-
ing geopolitical importance of India and
Russia for each other cannot be ignored.
Since the mid-Fifties, the two countries have
shared an uninterrupted friendship through
various Ufl and downs. The basic framework
of friendly relations remains intact despite
the disintegration of the Soviet Union.

It is in India’s geopolitical interest that the
Russian Federation maintains its strategic
autonomy both vis-a-vis the West and China
and contributes to the maintenance of peace
and stability in the region. Similarly, a strong
India is seen as a helpful factor by the
Russian strategic thinkers, The emergence
of a polycentric balance of power, instead
of a world dominated by the sole surviving
superpower or divided into mutually
exclusive alliances, would be in India's
interest. Russia also favours a multi-polar
world order. The two countries, therefore,
can derive mutual strength by cooperating
with each other,

Vladimir Putin’s advent at the helm of
affairs in Russia reflocts the country's desire
+ for moving ahead. Of late, the Russian econ-
omy has started showing signs of improve-
ment. President Putin’s visit to India is
aimed at giving a fresh impulse to Indo-
Russia cooperation at the highest level. The
Declaration of the Strategic Partnership
between the two countries that will be signed
during the summit will provide the frame-
work for bilateral ties.

Both New Delhi and Moscow are keen to
build on the rich heritage of Indo-Soviet
friendship, at the same time adjusting to
post-Cold War realities. Indo-Russian coop-
eration encompasses a vast spectrum. Since
1993, the two countries have signed nearly 65
agreements. Further affirmation of Russian
support for India’s claim for permanent
membership of the UN Security Council
during Putin’s visit will be in keeping with
the spirit of friendship.

With the bulk of Indian defence equipment
being of Soviet/Russian origin,. there is no
easy and cheap alternative to Russian mili-
tary hardware. The two countries have a

long-term programme of military-technical
cooperation. The world trend is towards
partnership and collaboration in defence
production and R&D. India and Russia can
benefit through joint ventures in defence
production, R&D and designs, But care
must be taken that the benefits of collabora-
tion do not accrue to countries inimical to
Indian security.

Moscow has repeatedly assured India that
it would not supply military equipment to
Pakistan, However, the supply of sophisticat-
ed Russian military equipment to China —
in a situation when the Sino-India border
{ssue is yet to be settled, and China's military

strategic cooperation with Pakistan, includ-
ing in the nuclear missile field, continues
— is a matter of concern to India’s security
planners. These issues as well as the
possibility of the Russian equipment and
technology passing into Pakistani hands
through third countries may be taken up
with the Russian side,

Faced with the threat of NATO’s eastward
extension, Moscow is seeking to retain its
strategic autonomy by balancing between the
West and China. Moreover, arms exports are
regarded as crucial for the very survival of
cash-starved Russian defence industries.
Russian strategic thinkers also regard arms
sales as a means of acquiring a foothold and
influence in China’s security set-up. Moscow
is seeking to resolve its current dilemma by
calling for greater cooperation between
Russia, India and China. Russia, China and
the three bordering Central Asian States are
promoting border CBMs within the

Shanghai Forum. India can also gain by par-
ticipating in the processes in her extended
neighborhood, Putin has hinted at the
possibility of Shanghai Forum being opened
to other neighboring States, including
India and Iran.

Indo-Russian trade in 1999-2000 stood at §
1.57 million. Although it registered consider-
able improvement over the figures of the
grevioul year, when the trade turnover was

1.26 billion, it does not correspond
with the possibilities and the size of their
respective economies. President Putin’s visit
is sure to give a powerful impulse to eco-
nomic and trade ties.

Although the Russian position on the
nuclear issue is similar to that of other mem-
bers of the Nuclear Five club, nonetheless,
Russia has abstained from imposing any
sanctions on India or putting })mlure for
signing the CTBT in the wake of Pokhran II.
Despite US pressure, it is going ahead with
the nuclear power plant project in
Kudankulam in Tamil Nadu in keeping with
the 1988 Indo-Soviet agreement. Earlier in
1993, Russia had succumbed to US pressure
and modified the cryogenic engine deal with
India to exclude the transfer of technology
envisaged in the Indo-Soviet agreement.
The recently expressed Russian readiness
to cooperate with India in the field of
peaceful nuclear energy is a mark of its
determination not to bow to Western pres-
sure, especially at a time when the US itself
is warming up to India.

Continued terrorist menace in Kashmir,
the Kargil war, the developments in
Chechnya and Dagestan and increased
onslaughts of Islamic extremists in the
Central Asian republics bordering on
Afghanistan are forcing India and Russia to
regard the combat against terrorism as
a priority area for cooperation and joint
action. India and Russia have a common
strategic interest in ensuring peace, stability
as well as a secular, pluralist and tolerant
political order in the areas that lie between
the borders of India and the Russian
Federation.

The emerging possibility of India, US and
Russia cooperating in weeding out the ter-
rorist threat is a welcome development.
Being the longest and the worst victim of
international terrorism, India has the great-
est interest in the success of such efforts.
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Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, OCT. 2. The impressive
military gains of the Taliban
forces on the border with Tajikis-
tan have rattled Russia and given
a new urgency tc its President,
Mr. Vladimir Putir’s current visit
to India.

Mr. Putin, who arrived in New
Delhi on Monday night on a four-
day visit, was expected to have
brought concrete proposals to the
Indian leadership on joint moves
to prevent the Taliban from as-
serting unchallenged control over
Afghanistan. Such an outcome is
viewed in Moscow as fraught with
catastrophic consequences for
former Soviet Central Asia, Rus-
sia’s soft underbelly.

After a series of meetings in the
Kremlin on the situation in Af:
ghanistan last week, Moscow ap-
pears to have opted for a
three-pronged plan to meet the
Taliban threat. It will push for
greater international pressure on
the Taliban, open a political dia-
logue with the Taliban and in-
crease military aid to the
Northern Alliance led by Ahmed
Shah Masood.

Mr. Sergei Ivanov, Kremlin se-
curity chief, told the Fussian state
television last night that Moscow
could call for an emergency meet-
ing of the U.N. Security Council
on the situation in Afghanistan.
Russia maintained unofficial con-
tact with the Taliban in the frame-
work of the six-plus-two group on
Afghanistan.

Last week, Mr. Putin’s special
envoy visited Islamabad to per-
suade Pakistan to rein in the Tali-
ban. Uzbekistan, target of ethnic
Uzbek extremists based in Af-
ghanistan, was reported to have

" Putin to seek joint action
~s\\‘° with India against Taliban

held talks with the Taliban in Pa-
kistani territory today. Moscow
and its Central Asian allies are try-
ing to secure guarantees that the
Taliban would not support Islam-
ic insurgencies in Central Asia
and to push for a coalition gov-
ernment in Afghanistan.

However, Russian leaders are
sceptical of diplomatic and politi-
cal measures. “l don't think it is a
realistic scenario for the near fu-
ture to expect Taliban hordes to
sweep down on Tajikistan, Uzbe-
kistan and other states, but the
Taliban has posed a threat for the
past several years, with small
groups of terrorists from Afghan-
istan infiltrating Tajikistan, Uzbe-
kistan and Kyzgyzstan in an
attempt to destabilise the situa-
tion in Central Asia,” Mr. lvanav
said. “Itis not a classic aggression
from World War I textbooks. It's
4 creeping aggression, but is no
less dangerous for that.”

On Saturday, Mr. Putin vowed
to prevent the fighting in Afghan-
istan “from spilling over into the
former Soviet Union.” The only
way to do it is to make sure that
the Northern Alliance continues
to act as a buffer between the Ta-
liban and Central Asian states.

On Sunday, Mr. Ivanov said
Masood’s forces “launched a suc-
cessful counter offensive yester-
day on Taliban positions.” No
such attack would be possible
without new military aid to the Al-
liance. Reports in the Russian
media suggested Moscow was
probably ready to help Masood
not only with arms but with man-
power. “There is no other way to
prevent the Taliban from captur-
ing Badakhshan, as increasingly
more commanders of the North-
ern Alliance are surrendering to

¥/

the enemy sensing an early de-
feat,” the Gazeta.ru online news-
paper said today.

Mr. Putin hopes Russia and In-
dia, which repeatedly accused Ta-
liban militants of involvernent in
Kashmir insurgency, can work to-
gether to contain the Taliban. On
the eve of his visit to India, he said
the two countries could effective-
ly combat international terrorism
and religious extremism by pool-
ing their efforts through “infor-
mational exchanges, political
support and joint decision-mak-
ing on any manifestation of extre-
mism."”

For Moscow, New Delhi’s re-
sponse to its proposal of joint ac-
tion on Afghanistan will be the
first test of strategic partnership
the two countries are to formalise
during Mr. Putin’s visit.

China hopes visit will
bolster peace

BEUING, OCT. 2. China has ex-
pressed the hope that the visit of
the Russian President, Mr. Vladi-
mir Putin, to India beginning to-
day would lead to peace and
stability in the region.

“We hope that the develop-
ment of the India-Russia relation-
ship will be beneficial for
preserving regional  security,
peace and stability,” the Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson,
Mr. Sun Yuxi, said here.

“Both India and Russia are our
close neighbours and friendly na-
tions. We want to see the
between the two co
op.” — PT1
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By K.K. Katyal _ Q .

To say that Russia of today is not the Soviet
Union of the days gone by is to stress the obvi-
ous. That the bonds between New Delhi and
Moscow are different now is clear too. But
there is no disputing the strength and stability
of the relationship, forged by the two sides
since after the demise of the Soviet Union.
Tested more than once in the last 10 years,
these ties withstood the pressures, generated
by international developments and domestic
changes in the two countries. This is the set-
ting for tomorrow's India-Russia summit, after
a gap of nearly seven years. The interaction
between the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, and the visiting Russian President,
1r. Viadimir Putin, is considered significant in
Hany ways — particularly because it is certain
to be marked by pragmatism and stress on
mutualism and commonalities.

Not that there were no challenges to these
ties in the last decade. First, it was the luke-
warm attitude of Russia to India and others in
Asia in the early 1990s as it turned to the West
for a resolution of its many problems. This was
manifest. in 1993 when, while eutering into a
new treaty — of friendship and cooperation —
Moscow laboured the point that it was qual-
itatively different from the landmark treaty of
1971 between the Soviet Union and India.
That phase ended with Moscow's disenchant-
ment with the West. The earlier tenclency to
downplay the 1971 document has now been
given up — the Declaration on Strategic Part-
nership, to be signed by Mr. Vajpayee and Mr.
Putin, is to be projected as an extension of the
earlier treaties, not excluding the 1971 treaty

of th;/%)ﬂiet era.

oA

At one stage, in the mid-1990s, Moscow
seemed to be responding to overtures from
Islamabad, to the discomfiture of New Dethi.
Pakistan felt encouraged to work for a slow-
down of the momentum of India-Russia deal-
ings, both in political and defence areas. It did
not work — and Islamabad gave up its efforts,
seeing no chance of success. Now, we find
another move by Pakistan, in the first in-
stance, to work for reducing the distance be-
tween Islamabad and Moscow and,
subsequently, for diluting India-Russia ties.
India appears to have been taken by surprise
at these developments in the wake of the Pa-
kistani military ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s
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madticulously-planned bid for a brief conversa-
tiog with Mr. Putin in the U.N. corridors dur-
inglthe millennium summit. Slow in gauging
thig development, india seemed to have real-
isedits implications only after Mr. Putin's spe-
cial envoy visited Islamabad. The outcome of
the discussion was not fully known here,
though Pakistan was quick to make full propa-
ganda use, if only to create doubts about the
momentum of India-Russia ties. This is a new
situation which was not factored in when New
Delhi and Moscow were engaged in the prep-
arations for the summit. 1t would need to be
tackled with finesse and clarity — in the spirit
of the three guiding factors — pragmatism,
mutuality and common interests and con-

NEWS ANALYSIS

cerns. Russian sources here emphasise that
concrete cooperation in “‘the belt of terrorism

between Russja an
been watch

do-Russian ties will be pragmatic

in the north of India and south of Russia’’ re-
mains a matter of common concern. They
stress the need for institutionalised measures
in regard to security, information-sharing and
harmonising  counter-terrorism efforts.
Through the Declaration on Strategic Partner-
ship, the two sides would be committing
themselves to joint cfforts to counter interna-
tional terrorism, separatism, organised crime
and illegal trafficking in narcotics. New Dethi’s
task is cut out — to ensure that these senti-
ments are translated into action and are not
seen as mere rhetorical flourishes.

On issues arising out of India’s nuclear tests,
there is divergence in the positions of the two
sides. But it has not been allowed to assume
unmanageable proportions. The Russian
stand is as follows — “We would welcome In-
dia to sign the CTBT. By joining it, India would
do a great service to the mankind and the
cause of non-proliferation of nuclear weap-
ons. We are aware of India’s concerns, and
India is fully aware of our position. There is a
mutual commitmen: to the reduction of the
nuclear threat. But we will not pressure India
or introduce any sanctions. More than that —
we are ready to continue our fruitful cooper-
ation in peaceful exploration of nuclear ener-
The arms supplies relationship will contin-
ue to be all-important, with its long-term di-
mensions, apart from the stress on
cooperation in political affairs and science
and technology. India is central to Russia. The
same way, Moscow is central to New Delhi —
had that not been the case, the latest contacts

pakistan would ngt have
closely here. /
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/q@‘w A FRIENDLY REASSURANCE

A STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP is being fashioned
as the defining spirit of an evolving new relation;
ship between India and Russia. A document em-
bodying the bilateral aspirations suited to this
emerging outlook is.proposed to be signed dur-
ing the visit to India by the Russian President,
Mr. Vladimir Putin. The simple but profound ob-
jective is a qualitative leap to capture the dy-
namic mood of the present post-Cold War era in
global politics. Now, a comparison between the
prospective new charter of India-Russia rela-
tions and the Indo-Soviet treaty of a bygone age
will obviously be inappropriate, given the pre-
sent strategic flux across the world including
South Asia in particular. However, Moscow's lat-
est reassurances of direct interest to New Delhi
signify a transparent attempt by the Putin ad-
ministration to regain some of the mystique of
the old bonhomie. The reason is not far to seek.
The ongoing strategic interplay of forces, besides
Russia’s dramatic diplomacy of having engaged
Pakistan in some critical parleys prior to Mr. Pu-
tin’c arrival in India, appeared to have cast an
avoidable shadow over his planned agenda for a
fresh equation with New Delhi. In one sense, the
controversial visit to Pakistan last week by the
Kremlin's special envoy, Mr. Sergei Yastrz-
hembsky, was almost entirely traceable to Mos-
cow’s updated sense of urgency to try and
persuade Islamabad to rein in its perceived pro-
tege, the Taliban, in its militant adventurism in
areas bordering Russia’s traditional sphere of in-
fluence. It is also plausible that a future dialogue
between Moscow and Islamabad as a sequel to
Mr. Putin’s current !ndia-agenda can stir spec-
ulation about Moscow's real motives. In the
event, the reported style and substance of the
Russian emissary’s diplomatic foray in Islama-
bad sent a wrong signal, compelling the officials
in New Delhi and Moscow to assert that no dam-
age was either intended or inflicted on the ex-
panding India-Russia equation.

\Q Three aspects of the clarifications by some
Rus

sian officials merit attention. First, the affir-
mation about the centrality of the proposed stra-
tegic partnership to Russia’s post-Soviet ties
ith India is good news. But the Vajpayee ad-
ministration must guard against any triumphal-
ism at having perceivably convinced
Washington as also Moscow, in recent months,
about India’s strategic value to both these pow-
ers. It is premature to draw any definitive con-
clusion of this magnitude at this stage, on
account of the imminence of the U.S. presiden-
tial poll and Moscow’s transparent effort to en-
large its strategic outreach in South Asia and its
environs. It is no innovative variant of non-align-
ment to inch strategically close to both Washing-
ton and Moscow. Second, the reported Russian
disclaimer about the possibility of any defence
cooperation with Pakistan is certainly logical in
the present circumstances. The third but not the
least relevant reality is that Russia is not inclined
to mediate on Kashmir now, despite Pakistan's
reported suggestion in that regard.

The Soviet Union’s role in bringing India
and Pakistan to the table for talks in Tashkent in
January 1966, in the specific context of the lin-
gering impact of their 1965 war, is no precedent
of any real consequence to Islamabad’s calculus. |
The Shastri-Ayub Khan parleys took place at the
“invitation” of the then Soviet Prime Minister,
Alexei Kosygin, and India saw Moscow’s role at
the time as a positive factor that influenced Pa-
kistan, a U.S. ally, to pledge an avoidance of |
force to settle its disputes with New Delhi. With |
differing political compulsions influencing the !
interlocutors at Tashkent, subsequent events in
South Asia, some of them cataclysmic in scope,
swept that historic event itself to virtual obscuri-
ty. But the continuing relevance of dialogue and
engagement to the tangled India-Pakistan ties
cannot be exaggerated, the idea of external facit-
itation being a matter for separate debate, P /
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/ STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP, OVER 10 ACCORDS

Putin to discuss nuclealv' suek“

By C. Raja Mohan ‘40 |

NEW DELHI, OCT. 2. As part of their
efforts to build a new partnership
in a changing world, India and
Russia are likely to discuss various
issues relating to nuclear non-
proliferation and cooperation in
the peaceful uses of atomic ener-
gy during the four-day visit by the
Russian President, Mr. Vladlmlr
Putin.

Prime Minister Mr. Atal
Vajpayee, is hosting a private din-
ner for the Russian leader tonight.
Mr. Putin will be formally wel-
comed tomorrow in the forecourt
of the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

One of the highlights of the vis-
it, first by a Russian leader in
about seven years, will be a trip to
the Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre at Trombay Ilater this
week. Mr. Putin will have an ex-
tended interaction with the nu-
clear establishment there. That
the leader of a nuclear power is

M

going to the heart of the Indian
atomic weapons establishment is
unlikely to be ignored in the rest
of the world.

Mr. Putin’s visit to the BARC al-
so reflects the reality that Russia
today is the only great power
which is ready to cooperate with
India in the atomic energy sector.

Despite unrelenting pressure
from the United States a few years
ago, Russia has pressed ahead
with plans to build two nuclear
power reactors at Kood nk am!
in Tamil Nadu.

Senior officials in the atomlc
energy establishment have ex-
pressed the hope that the on-go-
ing coeperation in nuclear power
generation may be expanded fur-
ther during the Russian leader’s
visit. Mr. Putin’s top aides in the
Kremlin told the press last week
that the two sides were discussing
various ideas for increasing coop-
eration in the civilian nuclear en-
ergy sector. But there was no
suggestion that a final agreement
had been reached. Many political
ob:stacles would have to be over-
come before substantive Indo-

Russian nuclear cooperation is
institutionalised. In a recent in-
terview to the Indian media, Mr.
Putin insisted that Russia’s “plans
for nuclear cooperation with In-
dia are strictly in keeping with its
commitments under relevant in-
ternational obligations.”

Moscow and New Delhi have to
come to terms with the meaning
and relevance of Russia’s interna-
tional obligations and how they
relate to bilateral nuclear cooper-
ation. While considering greater
M-* nuclear interaction with India, .
Mr. Putin is likely to seek India’s
commitment to sign the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty at an
early date. Russia has already
signed and ratified the treaty.

India is likely to reiterate its de-
cision to abide by the self-im-
posed moratorium on nuclear
tests and refer to its efforts te
build a domestic political consen-
sus on the CTBT. India wants ex-
ternal cooperation to boost its
sagging atomic energy pro-
gramme. Besides Russia, New
Delhi has been looking at other
suppliers including France.
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Mr. Putin has a heavy schedule
in the next few days. His official
meeting with the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, tomor-
row will be followed by delega-
tion-level talks.

Besides a declaration on strate-
gic partnership, the two sides will
sign more than ten agreements
that cover a very broad spectrum
of areas from enhanced defence
cooperation to cultural ex-
changes. Senior officials from

-both sides are giving final touches

%6 the many agreements that are
“40 be signed.

* Mr. Putin will also meet the
President, Mr. K. R. Narayanan,
the Vice-President, Mr. Krishan
Kant, and the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi, and address a joint sit-
ting of Parliament on Wednesday.
He will receive an honorary de-
gree from the Jawaharlal Nehru
University tomorrow.

After a brief visit to Agra, Mr.
Putin moves on to Mumbai for ex-
tensive scientific and commercial
interactions before leaving for
home on Thursday.

A historic visjt

NEW DELHI, OCT. 2. The Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
arrived here tonight on a four-
day state visit that is expected to
give an impetus to bilateral ties.

Leading a 70-member high-
power delegation, Mr. Putin, ac-

companied by his wife, Ms. Lyud-

mila Putin, was warmly received
by the External Affairs Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, as he flew in
by an IL-96 special aircraft. The
delegation included the Deputy
Prime. Minister, Mr. Ilya Kleba-
nov, the Foreign Minister, Mr.

Igor Ivanov, and the Defence }

Minister, Mr. Igor Sergeyev.

The President, dressed in a
black suit, waved to reporters as
he alighted from the aircraft. He
was presented with a bouquet on
behalf of the President, Mr. K. R.
Narayanan, Besides Mr. Singh,
the D1smvestment Minister, Mr.
Arun Shourie, the Foreign Secre-
tary, Mr. Lalit Mansingh, and se-
nior military and civil officials
were present at the airport,

Tight security ieasures had
been enforced in and around the
Palam technical area and all

along the route to aurya
Sheraton hotel v e will be
staying.—— PTI
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7" Jettison Past Baggage

Starting Fresh Relations with Russia

S Russian President Vladimir
tin begins his official visit to
India, we should ask ourselves
where Indo-Russian relations stand
given (i) India's growing romance
with the US; (ii) Russia's failed ro-
mance with the US; (iii) Russia's
warming up to China; and (iv) Rus-
sia's status as a regional power only.
Indo-Russian relations derive ap-
parently from Indo-Soviet friend-
ship. The latter was established dur-
ing the Cold War to offset US hostil-
ity to India's non-alignment, and In-
dia benefited strategically. Kashmir
was protected, Pakistan was dis-
membered, our armed forces were
supplied, and there was substantial
investment in the core sectors of de-
velopment. Ironically, however, the
Soviet Union was the problem and
the solution. Without the Soviet
Union, we would not have had to
suffer American hostility. The Cold
War has ended; the Soviet Union is
gone; Russia, even as a successor to
the Soviet Union, is reduced and
crisis-ridden. Therefore, the US
seems to be abandoning Pakistan
for India. What then is the
function of Indo-Russian relations
in worldwide strategy?

We are not, and should not be,
seeking Russian friendship to bal-
ance American pressures. Russia no
longer plays such a role after its de-
feat in the Cold War and the many
more setbacks thereafter over
NATO expansion, Yugoslavia,
Chechnya, economic liberalisation
and IMF debt. Is Russia seeking our
friendship to offset America? Not in
the least, since we have nothing to
offer. Both of us have to be indepen-
dently self-reliant and the only
method of influencing the US is
through clever footwork in
Washington on a bilateral basis.

The Russians acted on this princi-
ple sooner and more brusquely then
we did. They apparently abandoned
India during the first half of Boris
Yeltsin's presidency, during Andrei
Kozyrev's tenure as foreign minis-
ter, until 1996. Their approach to in-
ternational strategic questions after
the Cold War was dogmatic, ideolog-
ical, passive, indeed naive. They
imagined they would be rewarded
by the West for carrying out the
western agenda of overthrowing
communism, ignoring traditional al-
lies and making the world safe for
the West. But essentially that action
was based on the insight, no doubt
accurate, that India benefited more
from Indo-Soviet friendship than
the Soviet Union had. India had
been negatively useful for having
prevented the emergence of an anti-
Soviet American base. After the

By MADHAVAN K PALAT

Cold War, India was superfluous in
strategy and had degenerated, in
Russian eyes, into a bargain hunter
for cheap military hardware.
Kozyrev represented that position
with unvarnished clarity.

But then Russia discovered itself
to have become a mere regional
power, no longer the equal inter-
locutor of the West. Kozyrev's suc-
cessor, Yevgeny Primakov, regis-
tered that fall in status with his poor-
ly-conceived suggestion in 1996 of
the Russia-India-China triangle, ap-
parently to form a bloc against US
unipolarity. It was poor in concep-
tion because each of us prefer to
deal with the US bilaterally, and not
to act jointly against the US. Our
interests are too divergent for
such coalitions. Russia cannot
protect Kashmir or the Indian
nuclear programme.

It can neither influence China on
Tibet and Taiwan, nor in the last re-
sort, shield it from the American Na-

IN BRIEF

e Without the Soviet Union, India
would not have had to suffer
American hostility

e India should not seek RusSjan
friendship to balance Ameri
pressure

e Today, India and China are much
the same to Russia

e With the past strategic
considerations gone, India and
Russia could form a more
multi-faceted relationship

tional Missile Defence (NMD) or
the Theatre Missile Defence sys-
tems, from both of which China
stands to lose strategically. Neither
China nor India can help Russia in
any way on its economic calamity or
soothe Russian security anxieties
over NATO's expansion, the
Chechen war, or the National Mis-
sile Defence system which would
put an end to the Anti-Ballistic Mis-
sile Treaty of 1972. Most of all, China
would be happy to see India embar-
rassed over Kashmir, and restrained
in its nuclear ambitions. India repays
the compliment on Tibet and Xin-
jiang, and is as yet little concerned
with the NMD. It was an act of des-
peration on the part of Russia, a mis-
directed attempt to compensate for
lost Soviet strategic capacity.
However, the triangle can make
sense at the unexciting middle or re-
gional level where it does not pre-
tend to target the US. We have com-
mon concerns about narco-terror-
ism spreading from Pakistan and

G\"O i \0

Afghanistan into Kpshmir, Tajik-
istan, Kyrgyzstan, U¥bekistan and
Xinjiang, and we would find certain
levels of cooperation despite the
Chinese arming of Pakistan. That tri-
angle would become more effective
were the US to support it for these
purposes, which it seems inclined to
do. There would be no question of
an anti-US bloc and that would not
be the meaning of multipolarity.

India is a traditional friend, and
China has been traditional foe, but
to Russia they are much the same
now. While Russia steadies itself
slowly after the western onslaught, it
is seeking as many openings as pos-
sible with China and India Besides
the triangle, these are primarily
commercial. Russian exports are in-
ternationally competitive only in the
arms bgZaar and in nuclear and

India may find opportunities in
newer areas like information tech-
nology. Our nuclear collaboration in
the energy sector would continue. -
All these are commercial questions
with only a marginally strategic sig-
nificance; and the only strategic co-
operation concerns Central Asia.
Growing good relations between
Russia and China in no way dam-
ages India. Russia is firm on holding
off Pakistan, the source of narco-ter-
rorism. Russia is not joining hands
with China to press India to give up
its nuclear programme. That job is
being left to the US.

In sum, then there is nothing com-
ing in the way of the best of Indo-
Russian relations. But they are limit-
edly strategic and overwhelmingly
commercial. When they declare a
strategic partnership, it would be of
regional significance only, limited to
Central Asia. It is the inverse of the
globally strategic Indo-Soviet rela-
tionship. We are, in the most impor-
tant sense, starting afresh, whatever
the continuity in details. The absence
of the Soviet Union and of the Cold
War liberates us from the binary
choice between the US and Russia.
We may develop, in fact, a more
multi-faceted relationship, especial-
ly cultural, than was possible during
the one-dimensionality of the Cold
War. Yet, we may continue every as-
pect of our military, nuclear,
space, and industrial collaboration.
In many senses, we may be, poised

leaders should seize
to act upon it.
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Russia has more

USSIAN president Vladmnqrh"\&
R India would have generated at least some
euphoria had it not followed closely on the
heels-of a more glamourous US pregident Bill Clin-
ton’s immensely successful trip t6 India, and Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s equally significant
mission to Washington. With Indo-US relationship
blossoming at a new high, Putin’s visit almost seems
like that of an old time lover snuggling over and at-
* tempting to make up. Surely the old affair was witha

former superpower, the Soviet Union, and not with -

Russia, a country which is a distant poor cousin. Af-
« ter the Soviet Union was dismantled in the 1990s, sev-
eral regions broke off and the rump Russia which was
left with half the GDP ended up inheriting all the

. problems. Joday, the economy of Russia, a polity

struggling to stay intact, is less than a tenth of the US
economy, in fact, one-fifth that of China. Although
Puytin is visiting India to sign a declaration of strategic
partnership, it is unclear what that will involve.

The Soviets cosied up to India ever since its old
oonnade, China, moved close to the US. The USSR

led by Brezhnev pushed for closer tieswith India given
the surge in defence sales to this country. The signing
of the Indo-Soviet Friendship Treaty in 1971 justbefore
the creation of Bangladesh was the highwater mark.
However, one must not forget that it was the USSR
which asked India to put an end to the war of liberation.
All through, the Soviets gained much more from us
than we from them. They might have invested in the
power, oil and steel sectors in India, but we were the
orﬂydemocxawtosupponmemonAfghamstan

Put Putin in place, ’W

alrvfrom this visit than In
it to Eversince the Sﬁe&)n'mn oollapsed,Indo—Russ—

ian relationship entered a low ebb. While the rupee-
rouble troubleswere definitely the lowest point in the
trough, the structural crisis that broke the USSR
made Russia extremely inward looking. Whjle Gor-
bachevwas too preoccupied with domestic problems,
Boris Yeltsin began viewing Russia more and more
like an Buropean power and continued to look up to
the US to bail Russia out of the impending crisis. It is
onlywhen Russsia got disillusioned with the West that it

*began building a new Asian axis, to include China and

Tdia, against the threat from a unipolarworld. As are-
sult, the Shanghai Five (Russia, China and the three
Central Asian Republics) is considering including In-
diain the new alliance. Uniting themis the dangerous
threat from the Afghanistan-Pakistan narco-terror-
ists. Witness the recent Shanghai Five’s strong state-
ment against the Taliban. India, facing a low interisity
war in its neighbourhood, needs to unite with ail
against a global threat of terrorism. But neither is to-
day’s world unipolar, nor is India threatened by the
West. hlfact,mﬂlepost-ColdWareraﬁlexehasbeena_
radical change in the international security environ-
ment. Since democracies are known for not attacking
eachother, India, the largest democracy, hasbecome
the focal point of Western alliance. Today Germany
and Japan are competing with the US to tie up with
this country. With one of the most sought after markets
in the world, a competitive IT sector and an abun-
dance of technical and managerial talepts, Russians
nwdusmorethanweneedthem /
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NOSTALGIA FOR the special relationship that once existed
betweeN New Dethi and Moscow would be the worst way to
colour Wadimir Putin’s visit to India. The two countries need
to refurbish their post-Cold War relationship. Such a process
must begin by recognising that the pickings on the bilateral
banquet are slim. First, there is no real economic relationship.
Trade has crashed from § 5.5 billion in 1991 to just over $ 1 bil-
lion today. Of the remainder, 80 per cent survives on the out-
standing rupee-rouble debt and will evaporate when most of
this debt is erased by 2003, Trade is driven by private firms, not
by Governments, and Indian and Russian firms prefer to sell
and buy clsewhere. Second, a tangible bilateral bridge does
exist in the field of arms. Everything in the Indian arsenal car-
rics Russian fingerprints. This ranges from platforms like
fighter aircraft, tanksy ships to knowhow on missiles and sub-
marines. However, India needs to be wary of an addiction to
Russian arms. Chunks of the Russian arms industry are disin-
| tegrating. Moscow’s arms industry is driven by profit, not
geopolitics, It has little compunction in selling arms to poten-
tia! threats to India. Its biggest client is China. Lastly, Russia
cannot make the electronic systems and software which define
 battle superiority these days.
-What needs to be clarified during Mr Putin’s visit is the
{] degree to which the larger foreign policy goals of New Delhi
| and Moscow overlap. Rhetorically, the two countries could not
e closer, They talk of the need for a multipolar world. Both
rail against terrorism, However, cooperation has nbt gone
. n-i:yond words, The four-point foreign policy doctrine issued by
1"Mr Putin a few months ago has no role for India. The Russian
f8ader has two overriding concerns: repairing his country’s crip-
led economy and ending the insurgency in Chechnya. India
an contribute little to the former and even less to the latter,
Even when it comes to balancing the global clout of the
United States, Mr Putin keeps his options open, Over the US’
national missile defence, for example, he signed up with China
ngainst the US and vice versa in a span of a month. Moscow
spoke softly to India, but joined the United Nations Security
Council and the Group of Eight in wielding the big stick after
Pokhran II. India and Russia are two widely separated region-
al powers with weak economies. Any relationship will be
severely circumscribed. Mr Putin’s visit will be a success if
the two Governments ensure that public expectations are kept
in line with political realities.
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“India deserves Security Council seat’

V ?,35\1‘
Moscow, October 1 Mf\/\ N}e UN Security Council and Indi pursrui

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putin has strongly backed India's
candidature for permanent mem-

~bership to the UN Security
Council saying it is a “fitting con-
tender” for the seat angd called for
joint efforts to combat internation-
al terrorism.

Stating that India and Russia
‘were natural partners and allies,
Mr Putin, who is beginning an offi-
cial visit to India tomorrow, said
that the two countries should pool
their efforts to combat internation-
al terrorism and religious extrem-
ism.

“Exchanges of information,
political support and joint deci-
sion-making on any manifestation

. of extremism could effectively
‘weaken international terrorist
groups,” he told reporters at the
Kremlin.

Referring to India’s candidature
for permanent seat of an expanded
UN Security Council, Putin said:
“It is_important 'to expand the

_number of permanent members in

a fitting contender”.

“I want to stress that, in our opin-
ion, India plays one of the most
important roles in world politics

MPs attendance
KEEPING IN view the signifi-

cance 6f the Russian President’s
visit, the govemment has under-
taken a massive exercise to
ensure that maximum number
of MPs attend his address to
both the Houses of Parliament
on QOctober 4. The exercise has
reportedly been undertaken in
view of apprehensions in certain
quarters that there may be a
poor turn-out of MPs since
Partiament is not in session.
HTC, New Dethi

and that Russia and India natural-
ly complement each other in many
spheres,” he said ahead of a four-
day visit.

“We are very interested in main-
taining relations with such a great
power as India, especially in the

of creating a democratic
multi-polar world and in bilateral
co-operation,” Putin said.

Stating that, over the past year,
India had proven itself to be a very

reliable partner, which was highly

appreciated by Moscow,
Russian President said: “As one of
the biggest countries in Asia and
the world, India is vital in estab-
lishing regional and international
stability.”

the

Putin said he was in favour of
Russia, India and China joining
efforts to promote their interests
in Asia but noted that such co-
operation should be open to other
parties too, and should be trans-
parent to the international com-

. munity. s

The Russian President and Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
plan to make a joint statement
concerning international and
regional problems during the sum-
mit in New Delhi.

Meanwhile, in their strategic
partnership declaration, to be
signed on October 3, Putin and
Vajpayee are likely to take a
pledge not to join any military-
political blocs or participate in any
armed conflicts against each other,
official sources said.

Moscow and Delhi would also
take concrete obligations not to |
enter into any agreements with a |
third nation or group of nations,
detrimental to their independence,
sovereignty, territorial integrity or
national security, they said.

(PTI)
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MOSCOW, OCT. 1. The Russia Presi-
dent, Mr. Vladimir Putin, has
strongly backed India’s candida-
ture for permanent membership
to the United Nations Security
Council saying it was a “fitting
contender” for the seat and called
for joint efforts to combat inter-
national terrorism.

Stating that the two countries
were natural partners and allies,
Mr. Putin, who begins a four-day
official visit to India tomorrow,
said the two countries should
pool their efforts to combat inter-
national terrorism and religious
extremism. “Exchanges of infor-
mation, political support and
joint decision- making on any
manifestation of extremism could
effectively weaken international
terrorist groups,” he told report-
ers at the Kremlin. ‘ﬁ i

Referring to New Delhi’s candi-
dature for a permanent seat in an
expanded U.N. Security Council,
the President said, “it is impor-
tant to expand the number of per-
manent members in the Se:urity
Council and India is a fitting con-
tender.”

India a fittin

“I want to stress that, in our
opinion, India plays one of the
most important roles in world
politics and that Russia and India
naturally complement each other
in many spheres,” he said. “We
are very interested in maintaining
relations with such a great power
as India, especially in the pursuit
of creating a democratic multi-
polar world and in bilateral coop-

eration.” Pginting out that over
the W///é;r, India had proven

THE HINDU

itself to be a very reliable partner,
which was highly appreciated by
Moscow, the President said, “as
one of the biggest countries in
Asia and the world, New Delhi is
vital in establishing regional and
international stability.”

The Russian leader said he was
in favour of Russia, India and Chi-
na joining efforts to promote their
interests in Asia but noted that
such cooperation should be open
to other parties too, and should
be transparent to the internation-
al community.

Mr. Putin and the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, are
sc¢heduled to make a joint state-
ment concerning international
and regional problems during the
summit in New Delhi.

In their strategic partnership
declaration to be signed on Octo-
ber 3, the two leaders are likely to
take a pledge not to join any mil-
itary-political blocs or participate
in any armed conflicts against
each other, official sources said.

Moscow and Delhi would also

take concrete obligations not to
enter into any agrgephents with a

T . W - -

contender: Putin

third nation or group of nations,
detrimental to their independ-
ence, sovereignty, territorial in-
tegrity or national security, the
sources said.

‘U.S. no longer
an enemy’

Regarding India’s warming re-
lations with Washington, Mr. Pu-
tin said: “Russia no longer views
the United States as an enemy or
even as its opponent.

Nowadays, America, one of the
greatest countries in the world, is
Russia’s partner. Therefore, we
can only welcome India’s devel-
oping relations with all countries
of the world, including the U.S.”

The  President  admitted,
though, that talks with the U.S.
had not always run smoothly.

“We have different approaches
to certain issues concerning man-
kind, security and the preserva-
tion of the anti-ballistic missile
treaty,” he said, referring to
Washington's wish to build a na-
tional missile defence system,
which would violate the treaty
signed in 1972. — PTI, AFP7
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JAIPUR, OKT. 1. The Russian Presi-
dent, Mr. Vladimir Putin’s visit to
India is likely to open new vistas
for future cooperation between
the two countries in nuclear pow-
er generation, the Chairman-
cum-Managing Director of the
Nuclear Power Corporation of 1n-
dia limited, Mr. V.X. Chaturved;,
has said.

The meeting between Mr. Putin
and the Prime Minister, A.B. Vaj-
payee, may lead to further coop-
eration in  nuclear power
generation, Mr. Chaturvedi told
presspersons here on Saturday
night. .

The Russians are providing the
technical knowhow for the Koo-
dankulam nuclear power project
near Kanniyakumari in Tamil Na-
du, for establishing two units of
1000 Mw each, he said, adding the
detailed project report for the two
units had already Deen prepared
and the constructicn work would
start in February next year.

India and Russia may also con-
sider more cooperation in food
and leather technolagy and crys-
tallography during Mr. Putin’s
visit, Mr. Chaturvedi said.

Asked about Russia’s reaction
o Pokharan-1l nuciear explo-
sians, the Director of the Russian
Atarnic Institute, Mr. B. Malyshey,
who accompanied Mr. Chaturve-
di, said there was no change in

Russia’s attitude towards India af-
ter Pokharan-I or Pokharan-11.

He said India had been discuss-
ing cooperation in nuclear power
generation with several countries
including the United States, Rus-
sia, Japan and Korea. The country
would be adding one or two nu-
clear power generating unit every

India, Russia to work”
together on n-power

year to meet its growing energy
demand.

He asserted that there had not
been a single mishap in the nucle-
ar plants in the country which
were working at 80 per cent ca-
pacity factor as against 70 per
cent by the conventional power
stations. — PTI

NEW DELMIL, acY. 1. What does Bill
Clinton, Bill Gates, Yoshiro
Mori and Viadimir Putin have
in common apart from being
world leaders? Well, all of
them are ardent lovers of
Indian food prepared in the
tegendary Awadhi style - Du
Pukht.

at Maurya Sheraton is once
again bracing up to welcome
another star visitor - the
Russian President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, who arrives
here an October two.

“We have benchmarked
aurselves in preparation for
the President’s visit,” hotel
sources told PTI. Earlier, the
United States President, Mr.
Bill Clinton and the Microsoft
chairman, Mr. Bill Gates,

Awadhi cuisine awaits Putin

staygd in the hotel during
their India visits.

The restaurant in Maurya
heratan, voted as one of the
best eating places in Delhi by
Newsweek, is spruced up to
provide the choicest in
Awadhi cuisine.

The cuisine whose origin
dates back to the 1780s and
was popular at the time of
the Nawab Asaf-Ud-Daulah,
the erstwhile ruler of the
State of Awadh, is recreated
at the restaurant. The dishes,
namely Murg Khusk Purdah
and Gost Biryani are high on
the priority of the chief chef’s
menu. An advance team of
Russian delegates and Secret
Service staff have been
pressed into action for the ‘
impending visit of Mr, Putin, /ﬂ
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- By C. Raja Mohang'

MOSCOW, OCT. 1. As the Taliban mi-
litias extend their grip over north-
ern Afghanistan, the
developments in that war-torn
nation are expected to figure
prominently in the talks between
the visiting Russian President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, and his Indian in-
terlocutors this week.

The Taliban, backed by Pakis-
tan, has notched up some impres-
sive victories over the last few
days over the forces of Com-
mander Ahmad Shah Masood,
who has held out so far against
the Taliban which already con-
trols 90 per cent of the territory of
Afghanistan. There is a growing
sense here that the latest gains by
the Taliban do not represent the
normal swing of the Afghan pen-
dulum but a decisive shift in fa-
vour of the Taliban and iis
mentors in Pakistan.

A total victory for the Taliban
marks a big setback for the inter-
ests of both Moscow and New
Delhi. For Russia, it sharpens the
danger of further destabilisation
of the Central Asian republics that
are part of Russia's extended pe-
rimeter and an accentuation of
Russian difficulties in the rebel-
lious Chechen Republic. The tri-
umph of the ‘jehadi’ forces in
Afghanistan will have its inevita-
ble consequences for India in
Kashmir. “The escalation of vio-

- s\ en
adow over Putin visit

ence which co?‘;t‘inues in Afghan-

istan cannot help but bother us,”
Mr. Putin told journalist on Sat-
urday at the Kremlin. Russia was
naturally interested in safeguard-
ing the prosperity and stability of
Central Asia, a region “which is
not foreign to us,” he added in
comments broadcast on RTR
state television.

While India and Russia agree
on the dangers of a Taliban victo-
ry, there may be considerable di-
vergence on how to deal with the
emerging situation. Mr. Putin and

India fitting contender forT
~ U.N. seat, says Putin: Page 13 |

M et e e B —

the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, need to address
these issues squarely and work
out a common approach to stabil-
ise the volatile region that lies be-
tween India’s north western
frontiers and the soft-underbelly
of Russia.After threatening the
Taliban with dire consequences,
Russia now appears to be shifting
towards a strategy of engaging the
fundamentalist regime in Kabul.
And it is looking towards Pakistan
to facilitate a modus vivendi with
the Taliban.

It would be surprising if New
Delhi does not caution Mr. Putin
against the temptation to engage
the Taliban, and its controllers in
Pakistan. India believes strongly

that Taliban and Pakistan are un-
likely to end their support for the
‘jehadi’ cause in Central Asia and
the Caucasus and deliver on
cross-border terrorism. The Rus-
sian side will argue that they must
at least try out different options.

India and Russia need to frank-
ly discuss their different compul-
sions at this stage on dealing with
the situation in Afghanistan. For,
India and Russia will be the big-
gest losers from the Taliban victo-
ry in Afghanistan.

New Delhj and Moscow might
have to look beyond setting up of
consultative mechanisms like
joint working groups and consid-
er some decisive actions on the
ground to prevent the situation
from getting worse.

But there are problems on both
sides. Russia does not appear to "~
have overcome its Afghan syn-
drome. Hence the hesitation in
confronting the meaning of a Ta- -
liban victory. India on the other
hand has talked tough on Afghan-
istan, but brings very little to the
table in terms of military steps to
deal with the Taliban challenge.

Both Mr. Putin and Mr. Vaj-
payee will be tempted by soft op-
tions on the Taliban. But as the
end game on Afghanistan begins,
both sides need to remember that
taking the line of least resistance
could end up in an appeasement
of the Taliban, the costs of which
could turn out to be far tooc he}r,
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NEW DELHI, Sept. 30. —
Haying pursued Russia’s
rupee-rouble route for export-
ing goods from India, the

- exporters back home feel cheat-
ed as they could have other-
wise minted money. But, the
Centre feels that exports to
Russia are still higher than
what it actually does to repay
its debts.

India owes more than Rs
20,000 crore to Russia which
will continue till the year 2005
as per the 1993 agreement of
annual repayment between the
two countries. The interest
repayment starts from 2006
and will continue for 17 years.

The bilateral trade is at pre-
sent based on the payment in

- freely-convertible currencies,
also providing for arrange-

ments such as barter, counter- .

/Exports to Russia su
M

trade, buy-back and so on’

Senior officials in the min-
istry of commerce are of the
opinion, that India is expprting
more than what it otherwise
requires to clear up the debt.
In fact, the ministry expects a
jump of 30 per cent in exports
this year over last year.

About 85 per cent of the trade
is on rupee-repayment track.
Although the trade registered a
decline of 21.4 per cent in the
year 1996-97, it again picked
up in 1997-98 and registered a
14.1 per cent growth compared
to 1996-97, as per the figures
obtained from the Ministry of
External Affairs.

Exports, however, once again
registered a slumpdown of 9.45
per cent in 1998-99. In 1999-
2000, the bilateral trade regis-
tered a 28.75 per cent growth
rate. - B

Aecording to sourees, the
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0
recent leve 0!’ trade is not com-
mensurate’ with the true poten-
tial, even though it showed an
upward trend. Between April
and May this year, the trade
level picked up and it regis-
tered a growth rate of 39.43 per
cent as compared to last year. -
The export and import figures
in the bilateral trade clearly
reflect that India has been
importing less amount of goods
than what it exports to Russia.
Major export items have been
drugs, pharmaceuticals, tea,
coffee, rice and so on.
Similarly, the principal Indian
imports from Russia are fer-
tilisers, newsprint and paper
products and iron and steel.
There has been a decline on
exports of tea and tobacco and
the issue might come in for dis-
cussion when the Russian
President, Mr Vladimir Putin,
-



a Thought for Today

Nhen brothers agret, no fortress is so strong as their common life.
—ANTISTHENES

/6w\Y Putin Order W

President Vladimir Putin's visit to India has a sigxﬁﬁcm%e that may

. by the head of a country which shared warm relations with us
years. Mr Putin visits India within days of Prime Minister Vajpayee's
tour of the United States, a tour held to be remarkable for the change it
has brought about in Indo-US relations. Indeed, in his banquet speech
at the White House, President Clinton spoke of India and the US to-
gether changing the world. The Russian president will be signing a dec-
laration of strategic partnership with India and the two countries will
also be concluding a number of defence deals which will in no way irri-
tate Washington. National Security Adviser Brajesh Mishra has, in fact,
referred to the possibility of Russia joining the Indo-US discussions on
Afghanistan. These developments indicate a radical change in the in-
ternational security environment, which many -- both in this country
and abroad -- conditioned by the Cold War logic are likely to miss out.
Recently, the Shanghai Five, which includes Russia, China and three
Central Asian republics, came out with a strong statement against the
terrorism of Taliban. The same countries are also affected by narcotics
traffic and narco-terrorism. The situation in the Afghanistan-Pakistan
region is becoming a matter for international security concern. India
and Russia had earlier signed a joint declaration on the security of
multi-ethnic states. Both countries also face threats from secessionism
based on religious extremism. :

Russia has a partnership with China aimed at ensuring that the
world does not remain unipolar, an objective shared by India. All the
three major Asian powers are threatened by religion-inspired terror-
ism and narcotics traffic emanating from a common source. There have
been suggestions that New Delhi should join the Shanghai Five. Earlier
during Prime Minister Primakov's visit to Delhi, it was suggested that
Russia, India and China should come together to counter the unipolar-
ity of the global system. While perhaps that is not a pragmatic step at
this stage, Moscow is in a position to play a role in bringing Russia, Chi-
na, the US and India together to contain the threat of religion-inspired
terrorism and narcotics trade in Afghanistan and its neighbourhood.
Russia continues to be a major arms supplier to India. Unlike the US,
where the government is subject to congressional whims and fancies in
-egard to arms supplies, Russia has proved to be a steadfast friend.
There is considerable scope for Indo-Russian cooperation in upgrad-
ng the existing armaments and developing a new state-of-the-art
weaponry. India is in a position to offer its skills in information technol-
ogy to Russia. India used to be a supplier of consumer goods at com-
petitive rates to Russia before the trade between the two countries got
disrupted in the early 90's. In the last few years there has been an im-
provement in the quality of Indian goods, and therefore, there is con-
siderable scope for expanding trade between the two countries. /-



Ptin visit fo hasten defence deals'

Shishir Gupta
- New Delhi, September 28

APART FROM the formalisation
of a strategic partnership during
Mr Putin’s October 2 to 5 India
visit, an Indo-Russian inter-gov-
ernmental commission on military-
technical cooperation is to be
formed.

Government sources said the
Indian defence minister and the
Russian deputy PM will head the
proposed military-technical com-
mission. The commission will
clear—with prices to be negotiated
later—the pending acquisition of
the Admiral Gorshkov aircraft car-
rier for the Navy, 300 T-90 tanks
for the Army and latest version
Sukhoi-30 MKI fighters for the Air
Force.

Sources said Russia two months
ago sent the draft contract for

Welio\)

efitting = the
Admiral
Gorshkov air-
craft carrier.
The T-90 tanks
deal has been
stuck over
prices: Russia
wants $2.3 mil-
lion apiece,
India wants to
pay $2.1 mil-
lion apiece.
The commission ‘will ensure
Indo-Russian defence ties are not
restricted to a buyer-seller rela-
tionship and, instead, enldrged to
the possibility of Moscow investing
in Indian defence industries.
According to Foreign Secretary
Lalit Mansingh, the two sides will
explore the possibility of tapping
the vast potential for enhanced

N .

arbon sectors. The cooperation is
already evident with the ONGCT
sending an oil-exploration mission
to Sakhalin in Siberia.

India has for the first time agreed
to buy uncut diamonds from
Russia, the largest producer of
uncut diamonds in the world. India
is a leader in diamond cutting.

Regarding cooperation in the
field of nuclear energy, the foreign
secretary categorically said that
Moscow had not placed any
restriction before finalising an
accord on nuclear energy.

Besides, during Putin’s visit both
the sides are going to firm u
agreements on civil aviation, agn-
culture, science and technology,
and culture. Mansingh said that
India’s recent warming up of ties
with the US will not affect the
close ties that New Delhi and
Moscow enjoy.

cooperation‘in energy and hydro-



By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 28. [1dia today re-
iterated that {t was about to for-
malise a strategic partnership
with Russia and asserted that
Moscow's decision 0 engage Isla-
mabad would not have a negative
fall-out on Indo-Russian ties.

In response to questions during
a press confereace on the
stepped-up interaction between
Moscow and Islamabad, the For-
eign Secretary, Mr. Lalit Mans-
ingh, said the Indo-Russian
relations were “'time-tested and
based on continuity, trust and
mutual understanding.” He add-
ed that the "mature’ ties between

" New Delhi and Moscow were not

affected by bilate-al relations of
other countries.

Asked to commient on reports
from Moscow that the Pakistani
Inter-Services Intelligence had as-
sured Russia that it would restrain
the Taliban fron training Che-
chen rebels, the Foreign Secretary
said “we are pleased to note that
the ST will restra n the Taliban.”

The Voice of Russia, in one of its
reports, said that the assurance
had come during the visit to Pa-
kistan by the Russian President’s
Special Envoy, Mr. Sergei Yasterz-
hembsky . PR

Interaction between Russia and
Pakistan has become visible after
the meeting of the Russian Presi-
dent, Mr. Vliadimir Putin with Pa-
kistan’s Chief Executive, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, on the side-
lines of the UN Millennium sum-
mit. / ¢

Mr. Mansingh poi t :I\at
India and Russia would sigh a his-
toric declaration to estalplish a
strategic partnership durihg the
visit of Mr. Vladimir Putin to In-
dia. The two sides would also sign
agreements in the fields of de-
fence, nuclear energy, civil avia-
tion, agricuiture, education and
culture. According to Mr. Mans-
ingh, the emergence of democra-
cy in Russia and the commitment
of both countries to a market
economy had added yet another
dimension to the “multi-faceted”
Indo-Russian ties.

On the economic side, India
and Russia, have decided to trade
in diamonds and expand cooper-
ation in the oil and gas sector.
Russia is the largest producer of
rough diamonds while India has a
55 per cent share of small pol-
ished diamonds in the world.

India’s diamond sales fetch Rs.
28,701 crores for the national ex-
chequer. On hydrocarbons, the
0il and Natural Gas Commission
(Videsh) will look for oil in Rus-
sia’s Sakhalin region. The two
countries also wish to work to-
gether in this sector in Kazakh-
stan as well as Iraq.

Defence ties

India and Russia are also set to
upgrade their defence ties. Dur-
ing Mr. Putin’s stay, the two sides
will establish an inter-govern-
mental commission on Military
Technical Cooperation at the
ministerial level. According to
highly placed sources in the Gov-
ernment, the formalisation of the
commission will coincide with
the finalisation of key defence

ussian talks with Pak. will not hit ties”

deals. This includes signatures
purchases of 300 T-90 tanks. I
an and Russian officials ha
been engaged in extended pri
negotiations for these tan
While the Russian side has «
manded $2.3 million per tank, ¢
Indian side has been unwilling
budge from the price tag of $
million.

The sale of the Russian airc
carrier, Admiral Gorshkov is a
expected to be through during
visit. While Russia is willing
part with the carrier free of ¢
New Delhi will pay for the m
ernisation of this 40.000-to
ship. The package also inclu
the transfer of the around
MiG-29 K planes which will t:
off and land from the Gorshk
deck.

Mr. Putin’s trip is also likel
clear the avionics package for
SU-30 MK planes for India. I
has already contracted for
transfer of 40 SU-30 planes {
Russia. India, however, is like
induct around 10§.81-30s i
inventory.




The Statesman

Incorporating and divectly descended from
THE FRIEND OF INDIA — Founded 181§

HERE are realistically, two areas‘where a liberalising but

still poor India and a liberalising but crisis-ridden Russia
can cooperate. First, India obtaining licensing rights for
Russian (or ex-Soviet) defence equipment. Second, the two
countries sign a solid trade-enhancement treaty, some variant
of a two way free trade regime. If Vladimir Putin’s visit can at
least start the ball rolling, it will have achieved something

which is the officially-designated high point. Indian depen-
dence on Russian defence equipment is too widespread, and
the military budget already stretched, to consider diversifica-
tion of sources in the foreseeable future. At the same time, our
armed forces are handicapped by the chaotic state of Russian
-defence production. It is logical, therefore, for India to press
“hard for licences to Russian defence equipment. We can make
the stuff here, probably even involve the private sector, and
also sell it to others who still use Soviet weaponry. Russia, in
return, will get the commercial privileges due to any issuer of
licences. This is a sensible business proposition, and one that
the Indian side should impress upon their Russian guests,
who claim, these days, to understand business.

As for trade, the going will be even harder. An absurd, artifi-
cially-propped, state-mandated rupee trading system defined
economic relations between India and the USSR until it was
abolished in 1993. But, as in so many facets of socialism, it left
a perverse legacy: India’s debts to Russia in form of the civil-
ian and defence rouble loans extended by the USSR to its “spe-
cial friend”. Much bureaucratic wrangling produced, in 1994, a
rupee repayment system — Rs 3,000 crore per annum — that
will terminate in 2005. But since Moscow can use these repay-
ments to buy goods produced here — apart from being able to
auction the debt — the majority of Indian exports to Russia is
still through the rupee-rouble route. Russian exports to India,
on the other hand, are via usual hard currency transactions.
Another burden of the past is the habit Indian exporters got
intg of selling substandard goods to the USSR. State trading
meant there was no one to check quality and good citizens of
the sacialist paradise were in no position to complain if Indian
tea was mixed with wood shavings. Bad habits persist and
many Indian exporters now find it difficult to compete in
Russia, which is awash with exported or, as is more often the
. case, smuggled Western products. Add to this the modern
Russian problem of poor law and order and collapsing infra-
structure, which translates into high risk premia for traders,
it is clear only a big policy push can restart the bilateral eco-
nomic engine. And that has to be a trade agreement allowing
both countries cheap access to each other’s markets.
Manufacturers in India, and those still left in Russia, wjll
undoubtedly be unhappy at the prospect of a-free trading s#/s-

tem. But if new Russia and new India are 1o forge any kigd of
: e orahip, such wostests Tt be lgnored.

bevond the fluff of the so-called strategic partnership treaty,
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{ which adopted the Chinese

”

ITH President Boris
" Yeltsin's nesignation ;
from office bn 31 Dec-

ember soon after the 19 Dec-
ember elections to Russia’s
state Duma, the countr enters
a phase of political uncertainty.
The only certainty, so far as
India is concerned, is that no
matter which party is in power
in Moscow or, for that matter
in New Delhi, Indo-Russian
relations will remain close.
They are based on the hedrock
of mutual interest. They are
not an affaire du coeur.

One illustration reveals the
limits of the relationship in
the past and now. In 1955 the
Soviet embassy presented to
the President a copy of the '!
Soviet atlas in which “the
India-China boundary was
delineated as on the Chinese
map”, Parliament was inform-
ed on 22 August 1960. Neither
Indian protests nor Soviet
assurances proved of any
avail. Now, lzvestia has pub-
lished a map (28 May 1999

-

line.

We tend to ignore the nuances
in the spectrum of opinion in
Russian democracy and are
poorly informed of the views of
leading Russian politicians and
journals on South Asia The
press is remarkably forthright.
DEN of Moscow published, on

' 17 January 1993, extracts from

Yeltsin's telephonic chat with
President George Bush to
depict him as au American
stooge.

GREY SHADES

There are grey shades in
Russia’s support to India on
Kashmir. Its media is as ill-
informed and simplistic on the
basic facts as some in the West
are. It went off the deep end
immediately after Pokhran 1I
dire warnings of

i stand was not concealed. A few

: crz'ticised the government for

tting billions earned in
/gefence deals with India above
/ principle or security. Some
revealed themselves to be
extremely well informed on the
deals. A new group of India
specialisis is emerging to
replace the old. Izvestia is close
to the powers that be as are
Rossikava Gazeta (R Gazceta)
and Nezavisimava Gazeta. The
last (N Gazeta) is owned by the
powerful tycoon Boris Berezo-
vsky, one of the notorious oli-
garchs close to Yeltsin. Nikclay
Pzklin’s long stay in India was
not very instructive, one sus-
pects. He wrote in R Gazeta *12
April 1995): “According to “he
design of the initiators of that
division, those who professed
Hinduism were to live in India
and those who professed Islam,
in Pakistan.” Nor was he any
the more perceptive in his
report in the paper (11 April
1996) on the charade of home

By AG NOORANI

Vladimir Dunayev believes
(Ryssky Telegraf; 30 July 1998)
that Pakistan “demands giving
independence to the Indian
State of Jammu and Kashmir”.
Pakistan’s assistance to the
separatists is noted. “For en-
suring the security of the
Hindu minority in J&K, Dethi
_ deployed troops in the State.”
Referring to the BJP’s stand on
the bomb he remarked: “The
warld community reacted to
the militant nationalists of the
second most populous country
quite listlessly. However, when
after two months of the tri-
umph of the BJP, with Vaj-
payee at its head, India tested
five nuclear devices, it was not

. @ joke. There were serious

apprehensions that Delhi may

! carry out a nuclear attack on

its main enemy.”

. Dunayev noted Pakistan’s
‘tests and warned: “The new
war between them possibly
may take place with the use of
nuclear weapons.” Reporting
from Colombo during the
SAARC summit, Vladimir
Mikheev asserted in Izvestia (1
August 1998) that “all the
Muslims of the State (J&K)
would vote in favour of trans-
ferr_ing this  territory to
Pakistan as they are in majori-
ty here”. In his view, “to put it
softly, from the ethnic point of
view, the state of J&K was not
reasonably divided by the
British in 1947, while giving
independence to India”. He was
critical of the world’s indiffer-
ence to “a potential threat of a
nuclear war. Even the neigh-
bours of these adversaries do
not yet distinctly realise this
threat, leave alone the leading
powers.”

Reading Alexander Koretsky’s
report in Segodnya, one would

think he was writing of the |

Kargil crisis in terms more
hysterical than were used by
any reporter. His report was
dated 4 August 1998: “Today,
the world is almost similarly
on the brink of a nuclear war,
as it was in 1962 during the
period of the ‘Cuban crisis’. But
it is not being felt as yet with
enough intensity ... heavy rock-
et artillery duel is taking place
on the Indo-Pak border (sic) in
Kashmir ... War has its own
logic ... And if there is a gun
with nuclear arsenal hanging
on a wall, why not fire it?”

ARMS LEVERAGE

He criticised Moscow for not
sharing his panic. “Moscow is
the strategic partner of Delhi.
India is one of the main im-
porters of Russian weapons.
Possibly, due to this, Moscow is
not inclined to dramatise this.”
In this, he is not alone. What
we need to know is whether,
besides the journalists, some of
the politicians also hold this

The author is o lawyer and com-
Lmentator on current affairs.

~RUSSIAN VIEWS-I

And The Bomb

“For the sake of getting com-
mercial advantage immediate-
ly, sometimes Moscow looks on
the experience of the clients
indulgently. Delhi’s unexpected
move gives special flavour to
international nuclear com-
merce.” (Nouvye Isvestia, 13 May
1998). On the same day, Vladi-
mir Mikheev of Izvestia warn-
ed: “pebbles slipping down a
steep slope may cause an
avalanche”.

It was left to Pavel
Felgenhaver, defence and
national security affairs editor
of Segodnya, to provide (14
May) a cogent explanation for
Moscow’s response to Pokhran
II: “India buys more than $1
billion worth of Russian arms
annually and has recently
signed several new -arms con-
tracts worth more than $2 bil-
lion. India has also signed con-
tracts to buy two Russian
nuclear reactors. India owes
Russia billions of dollars and is
currently servicing its debt
honestly. These payments may
be frozen if sanctions are
imposed. If Russia supports
sanctions against India, its
arms exports will collapse, its
foreign earnings will be dimin-
ished and it will lose one of its
last allies, And what will
Moscow get in return? A slap in
the face from Washington in
the form of a second wave of
Nato expansion, or sanctions
for dealing with Iran.”

He went on to make an
important point: “If the United
States had maintained the
partnership with Moscow that
was developing in the early
1990s and acted in agreement
with Russia and other major
powers, proliferation most like-
ly would not have happened.
And if it had, a genuine united
action plan would have easily
been put together.” Indo-
Russian relations are less
important than a Russo-
American entente.

Maxim Yusin of Izvestia (14
May) was as bitter: “In
Moscow they came to the con-
clusion that this problem will
/| be settled firstly by the most
concerned sides — India’s
neighbours and the US - as
Russia has lost the status of a
superpower. This releases it
from the obligation to do ‘a
dirty job’; ie to exert diplomat-

s

.

ic pressure on Delhi, to fright-

en it with sanctions, etc.”
Among the buyers of Russian
weaponry, “Delhi occupies
firmly the second place, vield-
ing priority only to Beijing”.

THE STATESMAN
=7 JAN 20D

GREAT CANDOUR

He proceeded to drive the
point home with remarkable
candour: “As it had happened
many times in the past, it
seems that now Moscow is
ready to close its eyes and not
to notice the violation of rules
of international law by India.
Let us recall that the participa-
tion of 50,000 Indian troops in
the civil war in Sri Lanka in
the 1980s or the airborne land-
ing at Maldive Islands in 1988,
did not meet the rebuff of the
then Soviet leadership.” Dis-
approval is manifest here as
well as in Vladimir Dunayev's
remark (Russky Telegraf, 16
May): “For the utterly doubtful
economic and political benefits,
Moscow is ready to befriend
even the devil.”

The divide between the “ideal-
ists” and the pragmatists is
sharp. Sergei Sokug injected
realism (N Gazeta; 15 May) in
pointing out that “despite the
nuclear tests carried out by
India, which may be followed
by a potential danger to Russia
of nuclear missiles race in
South Asia, our country does
not afford the luxury of refus-
ing the Military-Technical
Cooperation with this country”.
In the eighties its volume was
$18.5 billion. From 1992-96,
Delhi imported from Russia
arms worth $3.5 billion. The
volume for 1997 is valued at
$£00 million.

However, “the most important
peculiarity of Indo-Russian
MTC is in the fact that today
India is the sole country which
not ounly buys arms from
Russia, but also finances our
scientific-research and experi-
mental-design works in the mil-
itary field. First of all, this
applies to the programme of
building the mulii-role fighter
SU-30 MKI, on the basis of
fighter PUO SU-30. Under this
programme, for the total value
of one billion dollars, the
world’s most effective fourth-
generation fighter will be built
... Delhi bought 9 submarines
of project 877 AKM and 636.”
The tenth is being built at St
Petersherg. “India has already
ordered three frigates of project
1135 and large quantity of ship
armament... Our ship-building
and aviation industry and
cities like St Petersberg and
Irkutsk are critically depen-
dent on Indian purchases.” If

Russia were to decline sup-
plies, the space thus vacated
“will in no time be occupied hy
our main competitors in the
Indian market such as France,
Britain and Israel”.
(To be conclude)d),»

minister SB Chavan’s talks yiew. Certainly, Sergei Gully

with Kashmir's ex-militants; 4id. He wrote on Pokhran II:
“field commanders”, to him.
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N contrast “idealists” like®|\ By AG NOORANI

Vyacheslav Nikonov felt [ that the Indians provoked

that the “insolvency of | Islamabad.” But, unlike the
| others, he felt that though the
{ “fear has mounted manifold the
| possibility of war is less”
|- (Segodnya, 30 May).

unipolar world, however, does
not give Russia any reasons to
be happy with herself. The

‘RUSSIAN VIEWS-II

« Primakov’s Views Simply Deceptive

challenge is given to us, too, as

one of the guarantors of the
NPT. There are reasons to
reproach Russian diplomacy.
which is concentrating on the
West vs the East, when the
threat to her securi-
ty 1s proceeding
from the South,
where all the unoffi-
cial nuclear states
and the ‘threshold’
countries are situat-
ed.” He made a con-
crete suggestion.
Russia should take
the initiative in con-
vening “a Summit
level regional con-
ference on non-pro-
liferation in which
leaders of all the
members of the UN
Security Council
could participate”.
He meant, appar-
ently, the P5 and
India and Pakistan
— the old US formula of 5 + 2.
“Russia is capable of making
her influence felt, overcoming
the inferiority complex in her
foreign policies” (Izvestia; 19
May).

LESS FRIENDLY

Leonoid Gonnkin and Nikeli
Dimitrev had serious news to
impart in Kommersant Daily
(29 May) — India had a neu-
tron bomb. “According to
Russian military personnel,
possession of a neutron homb
may tempt India to use it even

i in the initial stage of conflict
. with Pakistan. By this, India
may win at the time of a border
conflict by launching precise
attacks from tank formations

_ on infantry divisions of Pakis-
. tan’s army by creating radio-
. active congestion in the direc-
| tion of the movements of the

{ main force of the adversary”.

P

. Three features in Russian
i media comment stand out, dis-
; turbingly. They are far less
friendly, more alarmist and, on
matters of defence, better
informed than many in India
suspect. On Kashmir they are
simplistic, if not ignorant, and
are ambivalent, even when the
tilt is markedly towards India.
Warnings such as this were
delivered freely in 1998:
“Observers think that the pos-
sibility of war between India
and Pakistan is very high, but
the danger is that it may devel-
op into nuclear war.”
. The specialist Felgenhaver
1 was not impressed by South
I Asia’s bombs, however. “Almost
i all the bombs which were
. exploded were quite weak” and
. “without a new series of explo-
: sions, Delhi will not be able to
¢ create an effective weapon as a
nuclear deterrent. It is evident

|
|

l

p

. whelmed by such egotism.”

4

Some commentators thought
that Russia’s stand would dis-
please China. None overlooked
the Western factor. “We de-
monstrate with India to Nato,

! and to the other countries, that

we do have our own interests
independent of them. What it
is — reasonable egotism — is
also a method of demonstrating
national dignity. The impor-
tant thing is not to be over-

Viktor Litovkin was being

"5 starkly realistic. (Jzvestia, 17
 June). Two billion dollars
' earned annually from India
i were not peanuts, especially

“in the present condition in

\\‘-‘\\ . Russia of economic instability”.

Like others, he reeled off the
figures to educate his readers.
In 1997 “India expressed its
desire to purchase two diesel
submarines like ‘kilo’ from us,
and three modern torpedo
boats (worth $800 million), air-
craft carrier cruiser (worth
nearly $2 billion), four refueller
aircrafts IL-78 ($400 million)
and Zenit missile complex S-
300 PMU (value to be agreed
upon) are some of the contracts
already signed and are being
fulfilled. And Nato demon-
strates its disregard for
Russian interests in the
Balkans ...” This is a constantly
recurting theme. Amidst it all,
there were counsels
patience, too: “Do not underes-
timate India” D Kosirev wrote
(N Gazeta; 18 July). India
“should at least be listened to”.

Finally, no student of South
Asian affairs can ignore an
article by Sergei Rogov, direc-
tor, Institute of USA and
Canada, Russian Academy of
Sciences, a highly respected
think tank. (NV Gazeta; 5 June).
It is so well informed compre-
hensive and incisive, as to bear
guotation in extenso.

- NUCLEAR RISKS

“There is no guarantee that
the existence of N-weapon with
India and Pakistan will lead to
creation of a relatively stable
model of mutual nuclear deter-
rence, on the Soviet-American

cate situation. Anti-missile
defence is of special impor-
tance. It may be presumed that
today’s American and Russian
systems of tactical anti-missile
defence, which are capable of
intercepting missiles of short
and intermediate range, which
India and Pakistan possess,
“India, for example, could trymay be of more interest to

to use her overwhelming supe- them. The possibility of their

riority in conventional arma-80ing for the indigenous ana-
ment and armed forces for not 10gues of anti-missile complex
only once again devastating the like C-300 and ‘Patriot’ should
Pakistani army, but also the N- not be ruled out. Will the anti-
facilities of Pakistan before it is Tissile defence play a stabilis-
ready to carry out its preemp- ing role, ensuring non-vulnera-
tive nuclear attack on nuclear bility of N-forces for retaliatory
objects of India. There areblow, Would it guarantee pun-
technical inadequacies which ishment to the aggressor, or, as
prevent the process of creating in the case of USA and USSR,
a model of mutual deterrent. Will it create a stimulus for
The miSSile takes a few min. fOl‘estalling Strike on the N‘
utes to reach its target. But forces of the other country, in
neither India nor Pakistan has order ¥ intercept the targeted
the early warning system capa- missiles of the enemy through
ble of warning of a nuclear the ant-missile defence?”

attack. With the restricted
quantity of N-devices, a pre-
emptive attack gives hope of
ability to disarm and to decapi-
tate the opponent. Any mea-
sures to enhance battle readi-
ness of nuclear power of the

‘TheEe are the individual
views if a defence intellectual.
If US}ussian relations ever

vesultin an entente cordial -

.oint jressures on India and
i’)akISan will follow — on
Kashiir and the bomb. Not

of

other country may be interpret- manyin this region have

ed as preparation for attack Fhougt through the problem

and cause immediate reaction.” 38 Rgov clearly had. The
He criticised, both, Russia’s Viewsliffer and nuances vary.

concern with “short-term com- BUt \issian comment on’a

mercial benefits”, to the neglect Mucle’ South Asia demolishes

of its long-term interests, and the Sreotypes to which most

the US’s imposition of sanc- it ITia cling, with greater

tions. The tests carried out by #rdolthan judgment, as they

India and Pakistan “hardly did ithe era of Indo-Soviet

gave them enough information entee. It is immature to jump

to unroll a reliable nuclear 2 cthphrases thrown out by

warhead”, a view expressed by the imakovs like “strategic

Felgenhaver, too. partrship”. It is worse than
Sergei Rogov gave wise coun- URFistic in the present con-

sel. First, “It is Yextissimply deceptive.

essential to concen- (Concluded)

trate efforts on

averting Indo-Pak

armed conflict using

nuclear arms. It is

the most expedient

to stop the unde-

clared war in Kash-

mir, which can any

moment lead to

escalation with un-

predictable reper-

cussions. It is neces-

sary to try to find

ways of political set-

tlement of the Kash-

mir Problem, which

should be through

measures of confi-

dence and control

over armaments (for

example, distancing the troops

of both the sides from each

other and avoiding territorial

action in the ‘buffer zone’ along

the LoC),”

NO PARTNERSHIP
Next, India and Pakistan

analogue. For India, even the should agree on the rules for
idea of having parity with the management of a nuclear
Pakistan in any field is not South Asia, with assistance
acceptable, leave alone the from the US and Russia. But

nuclear field. Both the coun- he delivered this warning on'
tries have the stimulus to carry anti-missile defence: “It is nec-m sTATESﬂAN

out a preventive attack on each €ssary to find political as well
other. The tests do not mean economic stimulus, which could
creation of a N-weapon, which Serve as enough weighty argu-
is ready for military purpose. ments in favour of restricting
The side which will be able to nuclear arsenal of Delhi and
first instal nuclear arsenal on ISlamabad ... Though the US-
missiles and aircraft, will get SSR example may not be
the stimulation to secure itself fully applicable in the South
by destroying the nuclear Asian situation, the two tajor
potential of the opponent. POWers could to some extent,
Many leaders in Islamabad assist their new colleagues in
confirm that nuclear warheads Understanding the rules re-
have already been installed on arding handling such a deli-
Pakistani missiles.

"8 JAN 2D
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MiG-21 focus of Ti nis visit

lr
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Q\ ,\3) 0 i\/\’h g f(r]m Varlouqs urees have to be integrate

NEW DELHI, Sept 18 — Evaluatlng the
progress made in the MiG-21 upgrade project as
well as in the development of the India-specific
SU-30 combat aircraft will be important ele-
ments of the six-day visit of the Chief of the Air
Staff to Russia this week.

Air Chief Marshal AY Tipnis leaves here
tomorrow and his schedule includes meetings
with his Russian counterpart, other senior offi-
cials of the military and the Defetice industry.

While the MiG-21 upgrade has not adhered to
its original schedule, the IAF continues to attach
much importance to the programme. With the
indigenous LCA still a long way off, the 125
MiG-21 BIS modernised planes have a crucial
role to play in its operational plans.

The two planes sent to Russia as “prototypes”
have completed their basic flight trials and now
being put through armament trials. The trial
process has involved at least 50 per cent more
tests than initially planned since equipment

-

It is expected that the two units will rlmf\o/

India by the lyear-end and the upgrade pro-
gramme will then take off. Already some equip-
ment has moved to Ojhar Division (Nashik) of
Hindustan Aeronautics and preliminary activi-
ties have commenced on eight planes. The pro-
gramme is expected to be completed in three
years.

The MiG-21 BIS is the first IAF combat plane
to be put through a comprehensive modernisa-
tion programme and there are plans for an
equally major programme for the MiG-27. Hence
the Chief’s visit to the project-station.

Integration problems have also hindered the
development of the “Mark-I (India)” version of
the SU-30, which Air Chief Marshal Tipnis will
be examining in the next few days. The ambi-
tious programme involved a phased develop-
ment/retro fitting exercise in view of the delays
it has been decided to contract the project from
four to three stages. The IAF has received 18
planes, another 32 are on order.

“Es‘[ATES"m
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_Russian Minister
(oA for India cy\ﬂ\

By Vladimir Radyuh

Moscow, SEPT. 19. The Russian
Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Ilya
Klebanov, today left on a three-
day visit to India at the head of a
high-power delegation tasked
with finalising accords to be
signed during the President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin’s visit from Oc‘o-
ber 2-5.

Mr. Klebanov, who is also tl.e
co-cl.. ‘trman of the Intergovern-
mental Commission with India,
told presspersons before his de-
parture that a key Declaration on
Strategic Pa-tnership and about
10 other major agreements are to
be signed during the summit. The
accords will cover cooperation in
civil aviation, pharmaceuticals,
computer softwarn, as well as au-
tomobile and machine-building
industries. During the summit In-
dia and Russia will also conclude
an agreement for upgrading their
military cooperation from secre-
tary-level joint working group to
the level of an intergovernmental
commission on defence. Mr. Kle-
banov will co- chair the commis-
sion together with the Indian
Defence Minister. In the defence
sector the sides are expected to
clinch deals for the supply of 300
T-90S main battle tanks and refit-
ting and rearming the Admiral
Gorshkov aircraft carrier.

Mr. Klebanov's delegation in-
cludes the Russian Atomic Energy
Minister, Mr. Yevgeny Adamov,
who will discuss Russian involve-
ment in construction of nuclear
power projects in India.

Mr. Klebanov is to meet the
Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vaj-
payee, the Defence Minister, Mr.
George Fernandes, the Finance
Minister, Mr. Yashwant Sinha,
who heads the Indian side of the
Inter-government Commission,
and other Indian officials//

|
|
|
\'
|
|
J
i



'Declaration of partnershlp to

be highlight of Putin visit X

The military package iS expected
0\ Q) to comprise an agreemen} on

Udayan Namboodirl
New Delhi, September 19

¥V transfer of the Russian aircra

THE VISIT of Russian President
Viadimir Putin next month may
prove more important for India in
terms of business and military link-
;ages than all the structured dia-
logues with the United States put
together.

Russia's first Deputy Prime
Minister Ilya Klebanov who arrives
here tomorrow is expected to
finalise the details of some 21
bilateral agreements which are to
be signed during the visit.

"The Delhi Declaration of
Strategic Partnership to be signed
between the two governments will,
of course, be the highlight of the
three-day visit of President Putin
beginning October 2. According to
sources, it will be a general politi-
cal document reaffirming the ties
between the two countries.

rier Admiral Gorshkov, which 1 to
be refitted at a cost of § 750 mil-
lion. India is also expected to buy
300 T-90 tanks and possible put-
chase of MiG-29 K fighters on
board the Gorshkov.

The economic relationship
between the two countries, which
has been quite static, is expe.cted to
get a fillip in the near future.

Recently the two countries
signed an agreement to set up a
north-south transport corridor
linking the two countries through
Iran which will reduce the process
of goods movement between the
two countries considerably.

Of considerable importance is an
agreement on civil aviation which
may result in Russian short to
medium haul aircraft being man
factured in India under litcense;

7 7




HT Correspondent
New Dethi, September 20

Wi

INDIA AND Russia have agreed to identify

areas to promote strategic partnership in

information technology sector in order to
boost technology transfer and enhance trade in
knowledge-based industries. The agreement
was arrived at during the meecting between
Minister of Information Technology Pramod
Mahajan and Russian Deputy Prime Minister
Llya Kleabanov on Wednesday.

The proposed action plan wouid be finalized
during discussions with the Russian communi-
cations and informatics minister, who is expect-
ed to visit India along with the Russian
President next month.

Both the ministers agreed that the IT sector

AN\

provides w\dimension for strategic cooper-
ation betweel the two countries, While India's
strength lies ih the large pool of skilled English-
speaking manpower, Russia could provide the
right platform for technological prowess.

During the discussion, the minister proposed
that an exchange program for students could be
initiated in IT-related areas. He also invited his
Russian counterpart to send a delegation to
visit Indian cyber cities for proper awareness
regarding India's prowess in critical technolo-
gies.

Meanwhile, Russia has also shown interest in
supplying equipment for hydel power projects
on rupee payment. This was conveyed by a del-
egation from Technopromexport, TPE, a
Russian state enterprise, that called on Minister
of State for Power Jayawant Mehta on

o [ o \\/\/ |
a, Russia to identify key areas

for forging{strategic IT partnership

Wednesday.

The delegation was led by the Russian trade
commissioner in India E.A. Isayev. The delega-
tion has shown interest in renovation and mod-
ernization of Obra Thermal Power station in
Uttar Pradesh and Patratu TPS in Bihar.

The Russian deputy prime minister also
informed that during President Vladimir Putin's
four-day visit beginning October 2, the two
countries are also expected to sign an agree-
ment to step cooperation in the peaceful use of
nuclear energy.

Klebanov, who is currently on a three-day visit
to the country to prepare for the Indo-Russian
summit, further added that both the countries
are also looking forward to enhancing coopera-
tion in terms of joint ventures and research and
development activities in the field of defense.




idia, Russia to set up

more researgh projects

By Vladimir Radyuhin w9 -

MOSCOW, SEPT. 24. India and Rus-
sia will expand their cooperation
in

science and technology in the
coming decade and concentrate
on commercialisation of joint re-
search projects.

The two countries have final-
ised a new 10-year programme for
cooperation in science and tech-
nology, with an option to extend
it for further five-year periods.
The agreement will be signed dur-
ing the visit of the Russian Presi-
dent, Mr. Vladimir Putin, to India
next week.

The Integrated Long-Term Pro-
gramme of Cooperation in Sci-
ence and Technology (ILTP),
signed in 1987 by the former Sovi-
et Union President, Mr. Mikhail
Gorbachev, and the late Rajiv
Gandhi is expiring this year. Over
the years, ILTP has emerged as
the world's largest bilateral pro-
grarnme in science and technol-
ogy generating over 300 joint
research projects, of which 154
projects have already been com-
pleted.

The achievements of the ILTP
include the establishment of
three joint research centres in In-
dia — the Advanced Research
Centre for Powder Metallurgy and
New Materials at Hyderabad, the
Ceatre for Production of Oral Po-
lio Vaccine at BIBCOL, Buland-
shahar, and the Centre for
Advanced Computing Research in
Mascow. A fourth centre for bio-
technology is to open shortly in
India.

Official Indian sources said the
new ILTP would maintain the
momentum of joint research in
fundamental sciences, but would
be oriented more towards indus-
try to tap Russian technologies.
“Despite 10 years of economic
and political turmoil, Russia is
still a treasuire-trove of top-notch
scientific knowledge and we hope
to skim the cream of Russian sci-

\

f

ence and technology for many
years to come,” they said.

The Russian industry does not
have the money to commercialise
many domestic technologies and
this opens a sea of opportunities
for Indian industry. The mecha-
nism of tapping these opportuni- |
ties has been developed under
ILTP. ¢

Indian researchers, with attive
help from the Department of Sci-
ence, screen scientific cehtres for
commercially-promising fechnol-
ogies and work on their ifidustrial
applications jointly with Russian
scientists. The Technology Devel-
opment Board then steps in with
loans to Indian companies willing
to use the new technology.

This is how a laser-glass manu-
facturing facility was set up in
Calcutta with a $ 2-million credit
from the Technology Develop-
ment Board.

Now that the commerciW
of the project has been proved,
the plant is to be expanded to
meet demand from the Indian in-
dustry for laser glass at one-sixth
or one-seventh the price of im-
ported brands.

Similarly, India plans to borrow
the technology for producing
plasma displays, in which Russia
is the world leader. The technol-
ogy is tipped to be used in the
manufacture of future TV sets
with flat screens.

Another commodity India
hopes to produce domestically
with Russian help is silicon chips.
A joint venture is to be set up
shortly in India to cut and polis
silicon crystal ingots that will be
manufactured at a plant in Kras-
noyarsk, Siberia. The project will
eliminate India's dependence on |
Western supplies of silicon wafers |
used in space, missile and com-
puter programmes.

Under the new ILTP, India will
strive to reach deeper into Rus-
sian regions to bring provincial
research centres into the orbit of
bilateral cooperation.

IHE HINDU
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Russia gunsv
for Delhi

%fence deals

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

St. Petersburg, Sept. 26: Russia
is banking on President Vladimir
Putin to clinch key defence deals
with Delhi during his three-
day visit to the country next
month.

Several deals are believed to
have been lined up by Russian
deputy prime minister Ilya Kle-
banov, whose team has just re-
turned here from Delhi after final-
ising Putin’s visit.

The buzz about the deals has
grown louder since air
force chief A.Y. Tipnis
landed in Russia on an
official visit.

Putin will begin his
visit on Qctober 2 and
meet top leaders, in-
cluding Prime Minister
A.B. Vajpayee and
President K.R.
Narayanan. He will also
travel to Mumbai and
Agra.

The deals with India
are crucial’as they will
help rejuvenate Russia’s mori-
bund defence industry and pro-
vide jobs to hundreds of people.
India and China are the main
buyers of Russian defence equip-
ment.

Speculation about the Indo-
Russian deals has been mounting
since Tipnis arrived here. He has
held talks with senior defence offi-
cials and visited several key facto-
ries.

Three frigates for the Indian
navy are under construction in
the Baltiysky Zavod shipyard.
Two Indian submarines are here
for overhaul.

Klebanov said he had dis-
cussed a wide range of bilateral is-
sues and arms deals. His delega-
tion included members of leading
arms exporters, Rosvooruzh}fniye

L

Putin

and Promexport. There are hints
that Russia has never signed as
many deals with any other coun-
try as it has lined up with
India.

The deputy prime minister
said he had discussed a contract
covering export and licensed
production of 320 T-90 battle tanks
in India, but declined to dis-
close when the deal would be
signed.

Nikolai Malykh, general direc-
tor . of Uralvagonzavod which
manufactures the tdnks, said the
deal would be signed
soon. The deal, to be
signed by Putin, will pro-
vide for export of 124 T-
90s and licensed produc-
tion of 196 of these tanks
4 in India at a cost of $750-

$900 million.
" Another deal for li-
censed production of 100
Su-30 MKI fighters by

be signed. Sukhoi chief
Mikhail Pogosyan, who
was in India recently, said the na-
tions were negotiating a $1 billion
deal.

Sukhoi’s rival MiG is also try-
ing to clinch a deal, which will in-
clude retrofitting aircraft carrier
Admiral Gorshkov. MiG general
director Nikolai Nikitin is
scheduled to be on Putin’s delega-
tion.

Nikitin wants to deliver 60
MiG-29K fighters, to be based on
Admiral Gorshkov and a coastal
air base. The deal is likely tocosta
whopping $2 billion.

Another deal for delivery of six

S-300 PMU air defence systems, .

that have a range of over 200 km
and can intercept ballistic mis-
siles, is also being discussed. But
it is not clear if this will be signegd
during Putin’s visit. ,

Hindustan Aeronautics |
Limited is also likely to !
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%dia against UN
ntervention mn /

Kashmir issue W
I (J\Our Political Bureau&/\

W DELHI 27 SEPTEMBER 1
EWN\DELHI on Wednesday
no to a reported UN
to mediate on
nd asserted that
I third parties have “no role to
play whatsoever” in resolving
the Kashmir issue. “There is no
change in our position,” a for-
| eign office spokesman told
| reporters.
Reports from Islamabad
' had said UN secretary general
Kofi Annan had expressed his
willingness to help the two
neighbours find a solution to
the Kashmir problem and that
he would visit Pakistan. The
government spokesman said he
was not aware of any such visit
by the UN secretary general.
The spokesman made made
1 it clear that there was no ques-
' tion of the government agree-
ing to any outside mediation,

intervention, arbitration or
facilitation on the issue.
On reports from

Washington which quoted the
US President as saying
Pakistan, which is aiding ter-
rorism in India, may have to be
declared a terrorist state, he
said India has been pointing
out the complicity of Pakistani

terrorism.

agencies in aiding 7oss—border
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uclear fuel pac
ith Russi

C,‘ Ritwik Mukherjee

ed brigade waits

for Comrad¢ Putin

Our Political Byfeau

* CALCUTTA 27 SEPTEMBER

COME OCTOBER and India is likely

signed including a broad ‘strategic agreement’
between the two ‘friendly’ countries.

According to highly placed government offi-

cials giving final touches to the
preparatory works for Vajpayee-
Putin  talks, Russia would
announce its plans to deliver fuel
tabs to India for the Tarapore
Nuclear Power Station notwith-
standing the resentment over this
among the Western countries.
Neither Russia, nor India,
thinks this to be a violation of agree-
ment among the members of Group
of Nuclear Suppliers and members
of G-8 nations. The G-8 meeting
dedicated to nuclear security prob-
lems, had arrived at a conclusion
that nuclear security must prevail
over other considerations and secu-
rity of nuclear energetics must con-
sider all the stages from producing

fuel for nuclear power stations to processing of |

nuclear wastes.

The meet also resolved that the use of nuclear |
energy must be carried out under the fundamental ;
principles of nuclear security and G-8 nations must ;
consolidate their efforts to raise the level of nuclear |
i absentees, if any, meetings of several standing

i committees have been schedule
i October 3 and October 5 here. /

security across the world.
Tarapore Nuclear Power station provides some
of the states with the much-needed electricity.

have :
Russian fuel tabs, which will eventually see India’s :
much-hyped nuclear power station at Tarapore :
through. According to sources in the external :
affairs ministry, during Russian President Vladimir :
Putin’s ensuing four-day visit to India beginning on :
October 2, at least half a dozen agreements will be :
i for October 4.

Putin; Friendly visitor

t its umbrellas to pro-

tect itself from showerssh Moscow.

. FOR CONNOISSEURS OF THE

|

And no, the Left parties do not have any sur- -

prise in store for the impending address by the
President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir
Putin, to a joint sitting of Parliament, scheduled

In fact, there will be no repeats of the boycott
called by the Left brigade leaders when United
States President Bill Clinton had
addressed the Parliament in

Left leadership had chosen to
absent themselves from the
Parliament while he was giving
his speech on the claim that he
was in New Delhi to sell his impe-
rialist wares.

The only roadblock for MPs
from West Bengal and the eastern
states in attending the address is
that the Durga Puja begins on that
very day.

This factor coupled with the
ongoing floods and a heavy down-
pour in both West Bengal and
Bihar, does cast some doubts as to
the attendance of MPs at Comrade
Putm s address.

Putin, on the other hand, is no socialist and is
not going to bring up the issue of Left solidarity
during his trip here, a fact that appears to have
escaped the notice of the Left leadership.

Nonetheless, to ensure that there are only few

both for

i iagis dotrich Ly O

The Economic Time:

78 StF D

March, this year. At that time, the -
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Joshi’s Moscow visit to boost
+ scientific cooperation ..\

MOSCOW, JULY 1. The Minister for
Human R&source Development,
Science afd Technology, Dr.
Murli Mandhar Joshi, is arriving
in Moscow an Sunday to give a
further boost to cooperation in
science and technology between
the two countries.

The first-2ver visit of a HRD
Minister in recent history, Dr.
Joshi has a Jarge agenda to cover
during his week- long stay. He
would inaugurate an Indo-Rus-
sian Centre for Advanced Com-
puting Research in Moscow.

The Indo-Russian Centre for
Advanced Computing Research,
equipped with Param-9000 and

Param-10000  supercomputers,
would engage in academic re-
search and solicit commercial
projects for Third World countries
in weather forecasting and com-
puter modelling in various areas.

Dr. Joshi would discuss the re-
newal of the Integrated Long-
Term Programme (ILTP) for Indo-
Russian cooperation in science
and technology, initially signed in
1987 for a period till 2000. The
ILTP, the world’s largest bilateral
cooperation arrangement, has
seen over 100 joint scientific pro-
jects brought to fruition over the
past 13 years. The new pro-
gramme, to be signed during Mr.
Putin’s visit to India, was expect-
ed to lay greater emphasis on in-

dustrial applications of scientific
research.

Dr. Joshi would also hold de-
tailed discussions with the Rus-
sian Minister for Science and
Technology, Mr. Alexander Don-
dukov, and the Minister for Edu-
cation and HRD, Mr.Mikhail
Filipov, meet leaders of the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences, re-
search institutions, deliver a
lecture on ““Sustainable Develop-
ment’’and travel to St. Petersburg.

A memorandum of under-
standing on cooperation with the
Kurchatov Institute of Nuclear
Research is expected to be signed
during Dr. Joshi’s visit.

THE HINDU
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4 AGREEMENT REACHED between the Indian
Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, and Mr.
lgor Sergeyev, Russian Deputy Prime Minister, for
the upgradation ot niilitary and technical cooper-
ation and the setting up of a joint commission at
the Defence Ministry level is obviously aimed at
further strengthening the existing relationship the
origins of which date back to October 1962.

India took a major decision to seek defence
cooperation with the erstwhile Soviet Union in
1962 soon after the Chinese attack on India and
its outcome was the setting up of the Ojhar and
Sonabeda Divisions of the Hindustan Aeronautics
Lid. (HAL) for the manufacture of MiG airframes
and engines. The anticipated signing of the con-
tract for the supply of the aircraft carrier, Admiral
Gorshkov, and the Russian T-90S tanks is a clear
indication that the defence relationship built up
since 1962 has remained highly promising for
both the countries. The proposed upgradation of
the defence ties should, among other things, raise
the quality of the existing military cooperation to
higher levels.

The limitations which India has had to reck-
on with in respect of the manufacturing aspects of
the military equipment, principally the MiG air-
craft, are quite obvious. The restriction of the pro-
duction of the aircraft to the number of
squadrons required by the Indian Air Force rule
out the setting up of units for the making of iterps
such as forgings and castings since it would be
highly uneconomical. Since the very heavy invest-
ments incurred on the MiG manufacturing units
of the HAL make it imperative that their produc-
tion is sustained and their technology contin-
uously upgraded, uninterrupted supplies of the
crucial raw material and components from Russia
have to be ensured. Among the problems which
India had to face even much before the crumbling
of the Soviet Union were those arising from either
the delays in the arrivals of the crucial items or
their coming in wrong sequences. Theproblems

DEFENCE TIES WITH RUSSIA yy- "

could become even more complicated in the
event of a breakdown in the supplies of support-
ing items for defence equipment having to arrive
from a third country. There was an instance of
this when the erstwhile Yugoslavia could not hon-
our a contract for the supply of 150 sets of Tank
Fire Control Systems for T-55s valued at $ 10.6
millions. The present state of the Russian econo-
my may also raise questions about whether Mos-
cow could keep up its contractual obligations for
the supply of crucial equipment. The present In-
do-Russian military and technical cooperation
agreement should ensure that the MiG and other
existing defence programmes are kept up and up-
graded for keeping pace with advancing technol-

ogy. qﬁ\w

The larger policy issues relating to indo-Rus-
sian defence cooperation are more {orapiex. The
close ties which New Delhi was buil§ing up with
the Soviet Union during the Cold War left Wash-
ington very sceptical and suspicions about India’s
claims about its being non-aligned. If this did not
disturb India very much as long as the Cold War
lasted, the collapse of the Soviet Union was in-
deed unsettling. The disquiet felt in New Delhi
over a possible eclipse of the special relationship
it had built up with Moscow in post-communtist
Russia was hardly dispelled by a few high level
Russian pronouncements. Such coldness, howev-
er, receded quickly and cordiality was soon re-
stored because of Russia’s realisation of India’s
geostrategic importance. While the change in the
global scenario should definitely influence Rus-
sia’s foreign policy, the one unchanging and even
worsening situation unmistakably demonstrated
by the Kargil intrusions is the threat India contin-
ues to face on its western borders. The defence
ties now being strengthened with Russia will best
serve India’s interests if they could effectively dis-
suade Pakistan from resorting to its recurring
wars of attrition against this country.

THE HING,
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MOsCow, JuLy 5. India and Russia have entered into
an agreement to expand their cooperation in nucle-
ar physics. A Mol was signed in Moscow on Tues-
day between the Department of Science and
Technology of the Government of India and Russia’s
leading nuclear research institute, the Kurchatov
Centre. The three-year agreement, signed by the
Secretary, Jepartment of Science and Technology,
Prof. V.S. Ramamurthy, and the Kurchatov Centre
director, Academician Yevgeny Velikhov, will be au-
tomatically renewed unless one of the sides decides
otherwise.

The visiting Union Minister of Human Resource
Development, Science and Technology and Ocean
Development, Dr. M.M. Joshi, did not'teveal details
of the agreement, but said it provided for exchange
visits by scientists and holding of joint seminars.

The agreement was signed two months after Rus-
sia eased restrictions on export of nuclear material
and technologics, which should facilitate its possi-
bilities for nuclear cooperation with other countries,
including India, according to Russian officials.

Nuclear physics has thus become one of the thrust
areas of Indo-Fussia cooperation under the 13-year

By Vladimir Radyuhin

Indla, Russia sign pact
on nuclear cooperation

Integrated Long-Term Programme (ILTP), which
would be renewed for another 10 years when the
Russian President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, visits india in
October.

Other priority areas of bilateral cooperation iden-
tified during Dr. Joshi's visit are information tech-
nology and biotechnology. The HRD Minister
inaugurated a Russian-Indian Centre for Computing
Research, which will use India’s latest PARAM 10000
supercomputer to devetop software for rescarch and
industrial applications. The two countries are plan-
ning setting up a satellite link between the PARAM
10000 in Moscow and the same supercomputer at
C-DAC in Pune.

The two countries will set up a biotechnology cen-
tre in India. A member of the Indian delegation de-
scribed the two outfits as “centres of excellence”,

more of which are to be created in the framework of

the ILTP programme.

Dr. Joshi described his visit to Russia as "‘very
fruitful”, expressing confidence that collaboration
in S&T between the two countries will “further dee-
pen’”. “Together we will be able to contribute to the
development of technologies helpful for developing
nations’.
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| Wéster?\‘Tilt Goes With Russian Goodwi

R Jaswant Singh’s
recent visit to the
Russian Federation

proceeded according to expecta-
tions. He discussed President
Vladimir Putin’s forthcoming
visit to India and dealt with
matters of, military hardware
and oil investments. Mr
Vajpayee’s envoy stressed
India’s concern with global ter-
rorism and sought Russian
cooperation. Mr Ivanov, his
Russian counterpart, whose
colleagues have been vocal
about terrorism, gave his
assurances. Elsewhere, Mr
Singh took the opportunity to
air his knowledge of “Indo-
Russian friendship” — that
vague phenomenon, “construct-
ed” by CPI historians and So-
viet Orientalists pre-1991.

The rhetorjg- of g
goodwill fell tuick, [
as both sides linked f
the Soviet legacy of |
“friendship” to the
present. Promises to
trade better, and to
organise joint enter-
prises were heard.
Both sides know, i
however, that noth- |/
ing can be done}
about these issues }J
(except in the def-
ence sector) until
the Russian econo- |
my improves, or the |
Russian state is able |
to influence the eco- |
nomy more directly.

The discussions
took place against [§
the background of i3 :
sound sense that the days of
the phenomenon of Indo-Soviet
druzhba are long gone.

MISSILE CONTROL
Mr Ivanov {(and Mr Putin)
" were well aware that South
Block is courting the United
States — and they hardly dis-
approve gince they are in the
same business. Mr Singh was
to go on to Warsaw, where he
was tomeet Madeline Albright,
partly o prejare for the next

US-Indi sunmit. It was cer-

tain fgathe world demonstrate

ame cordillity to the US
ecretary & he \ad to Russian

; Statesmen. Mr Pytin has been
determined to wi\ the West to
his regimeSideede succeeded

Mr Yeltsin in April

Significantly, Mr &ngh chose
to make a special gesyre to his
hosts during his visit. ot only

did he restate India’ isap-

proval of Nato’s actilmg in

Kosovo in 1999 Spring He

expressed India’s agreenent

with Mr Putin on Russivg

refusal to accept US alteratiog

of the international missilq

control regime centred on ABM'
accords. Washington wishes to
adapt the regime to permit US
deployment{ of a “missile
shield”, which involves innova-
tions which the Russians can-
not afford. Given internal polit-
ical instability in the federa-
tion, and Nato habits cf encour-
aging Russian borde .<nds to
pursue an independent,course,
Moscow is sensitive to new
security initiatives in the West
which may leave Russia’s retal-

iatory potential at a disadvan-

tage. Moreover, most Russian

political, economic and interna-

tional concessions of the past

decade have been premised on

a general moratorium on the

deployment of new weaponsih
systems. And Russia consid-

ers infringements of principle

a serious breach of good

faith.

For Mr Singh, the quarrel
aver missiles was an oportunity
to assert India’s own principles
of arms control and peace ini-
tiatives. As in the case of
nuclear non-proliferation, India
regards Washington’s alter-
ation of international missile
control regimes as an indica-
tion of its desire to set the

The author is Professor, De-

pariment of History, Calcutta
University.

By HARI VASUDEVAN

terms of arms control, irrespec-
tive of other opinions. At the
time of India’s assertion of her
nuclearity at Rokhran in"1998,
New Delhi criticised the US
approach; the issue of the ABM
was a further opportunity.

Why Mr Singh’s chose
Moscow for India’s criticism of
US policy, and why he tagged it
to Russia’s sentiments, is clear.
It is not because Rusgsia is In-
dia’s “natural friend”. Rather,
it is clearly because Russia (for
all her economic and political
weaknesses) is the still-influen-
tial hub of schemes to pursue a
nonsynipolar inter* tiapal
regime- of institutiéns and
accords in the world. Emerging
centres of authority, such as

India and Cliina, recognise this
and will use it to their advan-
tage. It also costs India little to
be cordial to a power which is
still a major supplier of her

Py i
mxﬁ@rxgardware. _

I wrant for the pursuit of
Ry .;aa goodwill is the uncer-
oni-of US and Nato in
C& “ral Asia — a region crucial
to =-'ian geopolitical interests.
Th: 3 rartly the result of US
ami. a.nece to the Taliban
regime. 1 ecent experience of
belligerence in Afghanistan
and Pakistan also shows that
the West is not an effective mil-
itary force here — that Russian
action is still a erucial ingredi-
ent in what happens. True, in
Inner Asia and Central Asia,
the United States and Europe
have crucial oil interests at
stake. But to date, they remain
strong outsiders. US and
European use of hitmen in the
region — among them Turkey,
Pakistan and Uzbekistan —
has fallen flat.

RUSSIAN TILT

Since the appointment of Mr
Putin as Russian Prime Min-
_ister and his election as Presi-
dent, the decline of Russian

1afluence has abated. Euro-

erican investments in Cen-
tral Asia has grown substan-
tially in the past decade, but as
a consequence of geographic
location, and linguistic affini-
ties, Russia is most able to
assist existing regimes with

matters of defence and interns!,

order. Russian contributions,
moreover, are reliable. For
business is with the defence
sector — over which the Krem-
lin has a strong grip, unlike
other areas of commerce and
production. -

The former Soviet South itself
is setting up the demand for
enhanced Russian presence.
This is not evident in the
Caucasus, where Russians are
in the process of a troop pull
out from Georgia, whose Presi-
dent, Shevarnadze, has shown
interest in Nato alignment.
Geider Aliev, President of Azer-
baijan, although cordial to-
wards Mr Putin at a CIS meet-
ing in Moscow in June, speaks
of Russia’s preoccupations with
its own interests, and its bias
towards Armenia., Armenia
remains a firm ally of the
Russian Federation, but the
significance of the allegiance is
debatable — especially after its

AN

recent integration (with\Azer-
baijan) into the Coungil of
Europe at Nato’s insistence.

In Central Asia, though, a
pro-Russian tilt is evident — in
confrast with the situation in
mid-1999. Last month, at a
meeting of CIS states, Com-
monwealth leaders (and fore-
most among them Central
Asian leaders) decided to set up
a special anti-terrorist centre
in Moscow for the CIS, to deal
with groups active in the area.
Most Central Asian states
(except Turkmenistan) respon-
ded well to President Putin’s
ideas for a customs union.
Moscow’s military presence on

, the ffadjtk-Afghan frontier con-

tinues on it§*%wn terms, with
the withdrawal this month of
the 201st motorised infdntry
z===7 division and the
transformation of
Russian presence
into a military base.
As Alan Kasayev,
CIS editor for
Nezavisimaya Ga-
zeta, recently point-
ed out, such pres-
ence is welcomed.
Events last year in
Kyrgyzstan, in the
Batkent region and
il neighbouring dis-
tricts showed major
8 activity by Islamic
fundamentalifts and
Kyrgyz, Tajik and
Uzbek troops could
not control the situ-
ation. -Extremists
making t’
out of Che
Central Asia could
situation more th
according to Kasay
which has cause
Central Asian capi
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An important
changing attitu
Russia in the reg
tion of Presider
Uzbekistan. La:
mov distanced hi
CIS by becominy
the Nafo-spons
pact which w
Soviet South st:
alliance. He aj
sign the CIS -
Following major
ity in his terri
and an attem;
Karimov has s
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dealing with f
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the need to buil
itary forces, he
nanced an ag
Russia, last
training of U:
the military :
Russian Fe
ensure refurb
hardware in ¥
industrial com

For New De
cerned about
Pakistan polit
affairs requires it to keep 1ts
options open in the Eurasian
region, and build up a steady
relationship with Rus ia. Givei
the' genevul cordiality of

** Moscow’s relations with Brus-
sels and Washington, this does
not automatically undermine
India’s pro-US initiatives. -

To eriticise US weapons’ poli-
¢y and to demonstrate goodwill
to Russia, in the circum-
stances, is not only an asser-
tion of naticnal independence,
which retains some value in
the moral debates of post-
Soviet global politics. It is also
good geopolitical strategy. A
fundamental question, though,
remains whether India’s eco-
nomijc integration within a
Etirope-US centred “globalised”
economy on disadvantageous
terms renders “national inde-
pendence” merely rhetorical.
Given India’s economic policies,
it remains debatable whether
gestures such as Mr Singh’s
Moscow speech will ever be
seen as more than an impo-
tent “cocking a snook” at the
West.
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Fatvians
left out In

ﬁ T 10.20 this morning, an air conditioned

Ashis Chakrabart! (Calcutta)

jeep rolled out of Presidency Jail in

Calcutta, carrying five Latvians sen-
tenced to life imprisonment in the sensational
Purulia Arms drop case to their freedom. One
man who couldn’t find place in the jeep was the
Englishman Peter Bleach.

Bleach is now the lone accused in the case still
in the custody of Indian authorities. The slip-
pery Kim Davy — the alleged mastermind
behind the arms rain on Purulia four years ago
— has only been heard of since his getaway
from Mumbai’s Sahar airport on the night of
Dec. 22, five days after the deed had been done.

But the curious part of the story is that with
the departure of the Latvians, everybody but
Bleach, who remains entangled in the Purulia
mess, represents the Indian state.

The CBI, which filed the prosecution case, has
been accused of giving false evidence and
forgery. Ahd the then joint secretary, MHA,

 fr

Shashi Prakash also faces legal proceedings for
not registering an FIR on the case when he had
prior information about the arms drop-an act
that may have prevented the crime.

The HC had admitted petitions on March 6,
that implicate the sessions judge, the CBI and
the home ministry bureaucrat in a case of mis-
carriage of justice. A hearing is expected shortly.

1

i ON PAGE 3 |
i #Lawyers divided over presidential pardon .
i # Latvians dodge life term, head for the pool:
! :
§
i

ON PAGE 8
i ®Release linked to Putin’s visit

But what happens to Bleach i in the wake of the
Presidential pardon for the Latvians? Bleach’s
lawyer S K Khanna argued that he had a
stronger case for Bleach’s release after the par-
don granted to the Latvians.

“It’s unprecedented. While the appeals of all
five against their sentence were pending with the

-high court and while they had been denied bail,

the Latvians’ release would surely strengthen

reed, Bleach
the cold *!

W

1
Bleach's appeal against the life sentence.” CBI
lawyer Sisir Kumar Ghosh says Bleach’s case for
release has been strengthened following the
presidential pardon granted to the five Latvians.

The Russians — with the personal interven-
tion of Vladimir Putin — have pulled off a
diplomatic coup with the release of the
Latvians. The Latvians, who had a - all
along that they were merely the hired ctef' of
the AN-26 aircraft and knew nothing about the
nefarious designs of Davy and co, took on
Russian citizenship in order to get better diplo-
matic leverage.

But Bleach’s case is far more sensitive. His
defence that he was the one who tipped off
Indian authorities about the arms drop hasn’t
cut much ice in India. And the British have
adopted a hands off policy when it has come to
him, amid speculation of the involvement of
British intelligence agencies in the operation
which stem from Bleach’s previous experience
in legitimate undercover work.

As the Latvians drove away this morning,
Bleach was “both sad and happy”, said his

lawyer.
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~India asks Russia

to enhance tea {\/

R
" purchase \k

NEW DELHI. APRIL 30. Indiy has
asked Russia to enhance its pur-
chase of tea and tobacco from the
country for further trade develop-
ment between the ‘wo nations.

As part of the development ac-
tivities, India has proposed that a
suitable mechanism be put in
place for providing institutional
credit to Russian importers of In-
dian tobacco, an official state-
ment said today.

The issue of tea and tobacco ex-
ports to Russia was raised by the
Union Minister of Commerce and
Industry, Mr. Murasoli Maran,
during his ieeting with the Rus-
sian Minister of Trade, Mr. M.E.
Fradkov las: week.

Mr. Maran also took up the
twin issues of duty differential on
bulk tea and packaged tea in Rus-
sia which adversely affected the
export of packaged tea to the
country and certification of Indi-
an tea in Russian markets.

Mr. Fradkov assured that the is-
sue of duty differential was being
looked into by the appropriate
agency in Russia. It was indicated
the Tea Boar 1 of India along with
its counterpart in Russia would
undertake joint certification of In-
dian tea in Rt ssia and the Russian
body for this purpose would be
designated scon. — PTI



DIA’S DECISION TO place orders with Russia
r three battleships, the first of which would
= )on be joining the Indian Navy and christened
alwar , makes it very clear that the crumbling
.. )f the Soviet Union during the Eighties has
* made no difference to the continuance of Indo-
Russian cooperation in all areas including the
rucial defence sector. It is true that the break-
p of the Soviet Union and the collapse of com-
unism had initially given rise to apprehen-
sions that the special relationship which New
Delhi had forged with Moscow during the Cold
War would cease to be of any importance in
Russia’s refashioned global strategy. However,
India’s geostrategic closeness to Russia and the
shared perceptions of the two countries, with
their origins reaching back to anti-colonialism
| and imperialism, led quickly to the shedding of
all doubts about sticking to the rationale of
their further strengthening the close ties they
had built up over more than four decades.

The end of the Cold War has done nothing
which could reduce the importance of the Rus-
sian Navy’s presence in the Indian Ocean re-
gion and of the support it could extend to
countries such as India, though Britain and the
United States might not have reconciled .them-
selves to this. While the cordial relationship
which has continued to exist between New Del-
hi and Moscow should wholly justify India’s de-
cision to seek frigates from Russia, it is worth
recalling in this connection the cold response
India had received from the U.S. in the early
Sixties to its request for the loan of a few fleet
class submarines and the acquisition of a few
destroyers soon after the U.S. Navy had
equipped Pakistan with one of its submarines
which was renamed Ghazi and became a me-
nacing presence to India on its coasts. The
Johnson administration’s advice was that India
should make its request to Britain, its tradition-
al supplier. Britain’s response was even more
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t went to the extent of canc\é\‘}‘-g the

an end the long-standing flow of British ships to
India. Neither Washington nor London should,
therefore, have reasons to be surprised — and
much less to object — when the erstwhile Sovi-
et Union readily agreed to build Foxtrot sub-
marines for India to be delivered within two to
three years for strengthening its relations with
this country. Moscow kept its word by deliver-
ing as many as four submarines starting with
INS Kalvari by 1968 to be based at Visakhapat-
nam. The present agreement is for the sale of
frigates by Russia being built under a $1 billion
contract to be completed by 2003. It imparts a
continuity to Indo-Russian naval cooperation
which began in the Sixties. An earlier proposal
for the purchase of two 877 EKM submarines
from Russia was based on a modality of pay-
ments in stages. They were intended to replace
the Foxtrot submarines, which became due for
decommissioning, and maintain the levels of
submarine presence in the Indian Navy.

The induction of Russian ships into the In-
dian Navy had no doubt thrown up a few prob-
lems arising from the distinct features of the
earlier class of submarines relating to long
range sonar, hull design and under-water ma-
noeuvrability but these have since been over-
come. India has also drawn the attention of the
Russians to their nuclear submarines having to
be far less noisy to avoid detection by the more
advanced NATO submarines on the prowl in
the Indian Ocean. Russia’s response to such
suggestions should hopefully be more positive
than India could have expected from the erst-
while Soviet Union which might not have taken
kindly to what would have sounded as asper-
sions on the quality of its production.
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T WAS announced oh April 29 that Russian

President Vladimir Pugin will come on a state

visit to India during \the first ten days of

Octaober. The announcément was made at the
conclusion of three days of discussions between
Sergei Ivanov, Secretary of the Security Council of
Russia, and India’s National Security Advisor,
Brajesh Mishra, on April 28. India-Russia relations
seemed to be completing the full circle from dis-
tances to convergences, cutting through the shifting
orientations between 1991 and now.

The Soviet Union had ceased to exist in
December 1991. India anticipated the inevitable
changes in Russian policies towards India in the
context of the political undercurrents which led to
the break-up of the Soviet Union. I recall a conver-
sation which I had in March 1992 with the then
Russian Vice-Foreign Minister Kunatze about the
terms on which Indo-Russian relations would be
refashioned. 1 was leading the Indian delegation
for Foreign Secretaries’ level talks. .

At the opening session of this meeting,
Mr Kunatze told me that India should recognise
that the Russian Federation is not the Soviet
Union; that Russia was & successor state o the
Soviet Union; Russia has a new identity; it has a
new status and new interests. He went on to say
that Russian foreign policy will have new orienta-
tions and that it would not have any linkages with
the Soviet Union’s ideology or its worldview.

Russia would have a matter-of-fact, Russo-cen-
tric, down-to-earth approach in structuring its rela-
tions with different countries in the framework of
the post-Cold War scenario. He elaborated that
Russia’s external focus would be Euro-centric in
priorities due to both political and economic
reasons. Given the detente with the United States
and return to normal relations with China, India’s
importance in foreign policy and security
strategies of Russia would not be what it was dur-
ing the Cold War. .

Despite India’s dependence on defence supplies
and certain categories of technologies on the
Soviet Union, India was not taken by surprise. Nor
was India afflicted by foreign policy concerns
because of the Russian policy stances articulated in
the early Nineties. This Russian attitude suited
India also, which was diversifying its external rela-
tions, seeking to establish new and substantive link-

ages with the US and Western democracies, with

Israel and with Asean countries while at the same

time normalisjag relations with China.

Mr KoMe Russian Foreign Minister during
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‘and the plans of the US and

the early Nineties, and Vice Minister Kunatze did
not attach much importance to relations with India.
It is only when Mr Primakov became the Foreign
Minister, and then Prime Minister of the Russian
Federation, that Russia recast its strategic vision in
the context of its experiences during the first half of
the Nineties. The expected economic and techno-
logical assistance to Russia from Western democra-
cies did not come.

While the former East European satellites broke
away from the Russian connec-
tion, the US followed a con-
scious policy of getting more
important [East European
countries integrated with its
European political and security
systems. The American eco-
nomic and diplomatic inroads
into the former Central Asian
Republics of the Soviet Union
also bothered Russia.

The revised renewal of the
US-Japan Security Treaty in
the second half of the Nineties

Japan to collaborate on the
Theatre Missile Defence in the
north-central portions of the Western Pacific gen-
erated strategic apprehensions in the Russian
power structure. Mr Primakov, during his visit to
India in December 1997, even talked about the
revival of strategic understanding between India,
Russia and China, to counter trends towards a uni-
polar, US-dominated world order. The Chinese
vejected the idea straightaway and the Yeltsin gov-
ernment moved back from the suggestion, saying
that this was just a formal speculative cxercisc.

Contradictory trends in US-Russia relations,
problems affecting their bilateral negotiations on
Strategic Arms Control and the assertive and intru-
slve internationalism, characterising forcign poli-
cies of the Western democracies led by the US was
one factor leading to the re-casting of foreign poli-
cy and strategic considerations of the Russian
Federation. The second factor is the personal and
professional inclinations of new Russian President
Viedimir Putin,

Mr Putin is not happy about the marginalisation
of the Russian Federation in world affairs, He is
nationalistic and desirous of reviving the Russian

Federation’s position as an important power in
world international relations. He is opposed to any
overwhelming US domination of the international
situation and therefore believes in structuring
strategic understanding with important powers in
different parts of the world, particularly in the
Eurasian land mass, to counter this prospect.

The visit of Ivanov, the Secretary of the Russian
National Security Council, to India is an initiative
transmuting Mr Putin’s policy stance into a politi-
cal and strategic initiative.
Mr Ivanov reached New Delhi
on April 25, accompanied by a
large delegation of vice minis-
ters and senior officials from
the National Security Council,
their foreign office and eco-
nomic ministries. He reached
New Delhi just four days after
the Russian Federation adopt-
ed a new National Security
Doctrine.

Mr Putin is in the process of
defining Russia’s new strategic
posture early in his tenure. He
indicated that articulating
these new strategic postureg
through this doctrine is the remedy to drift and
uncertainties of the last ten years. The main ele-
ments in the new doctrine are: Mr Putin discarding
Mikhail Gorbachev’s pledge of the Soviet Union
adlicring to the No First Use of nuclear weapons
commitment; and the declaration that Russia will
take steps to increase strategic cooperation with
Asian countries, namely, with India, China to
counter growing tendencies towards a mono-polar
world led by the TJS

Two members of the Ivanov delegation which was
in India indicated Russian interest in substantive
political and defence cooperation. Tiliya Klebanov,
Co-Chairman of the Indo-Russia working group on
military technical cooperation, and Trade Minister
Mikhail Fradkov were part of the delegation.
Brajesh Mishra and Ivanov completed their discus-
sions on April 28.

They signed an umbrella protacol on security and
political cooperation between India and the
Russian Federation. The protocol provides for
apex-level regular institutional discussions between
national security establishments of the two coun-
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tries. It was also agreed that sub-groups and joint
coordination groups would be formed within the
framework of this protocol to deal with problems
of national security, international terrorism,
drug trafficking, separatism and secessionist
movements.

The announcement at the end of the Mishra-
Ivanov discussions stated that President Putin’s
visit to India would be aimed at cstablishing a
strategic partnership for promoting regional stabil-
ity and shore up bilateral economic relationship. A
number of crucial agreements on defence supplies
and cooperations were also signed during the visit
to enable India to obtain sophisticated armour
(T-90 tanks) and heavy artillery ammunition.
Negotiations have also progressed for India to
take on lease air-borne warning and control
system planes from the Russian Federation for
short periods.

The distance and drift in Indo-Russian relations
which characterised the Nineties is about to
change. These relations are poised for substantive
and long-term revival. Macro-level strategic under-
standing between India, China and Russia will
depend on the level to which Sino-Indian relations
can be normalised and the extent to which the
Chinese would like to participate in such an
arrangement in the context of their concerns about
Japan and the US.

Gradual restoration of Indo-Russian relations to
the levels which existed between India and the
Soviet Union is a strategically desirable long-term
objective. While forging such .an equation with
Russia, Indie has to calibrate its relations with the
US and China in a manner where India retains her
independent position and freedom of options in
dealing with the US, China and Russia,

The long-term predication on which India should
structure relations with Russian Federation is that
if Russia re-consolidates itself and becomes stable
politically and economically, it will remain
endowed with nearly 70 per cent of the resources,
man-power and technological capacities of the for-
mer Soviet Union. Russia’s demographic and geo-
territorial characteristics make it a power to reckon
with in Eurasian land mass.

As far as India is concerned, Russia has an inter-
est in balancing the influence of the US and
extremist Islamic nations in the Asian region.
Ivanov’s visit affirms that on this objective Russian
and Indian interests converge. The revival of Indo-
Russian connections is based on this convergence
of long-term interests of both the countries.
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-IMOSCOW: President Viadimir
Putin has amended a decree
signed by his predecessor Boris
Yeltsin in 1952, in a bid to expand
Russia’s nuclear cooperation with
India, official sources said here.

In his decree, signed on May 7,
immediately after taking oath of
office, Mr Putin, without particular-
ly naming India, has allowed the
export of Russian nuclear technolo-
gy and materials in “exceptional
cases” to countries, which are nei-
ther nuclear weapon states (NWS)
nor have put their nuclear activities
under International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) safeguard&

However, the receiving country
would have to provide firm guaran-
tees that the Russian technology will
not be used for developing a nuclear
explosive device, sources said.

According to the spokesman of
the Russian atomic energy min-
istry, Yuri Bespalko, the decree
expands scope for Russia’s nuclear
technology and  equipment
exports to foreign countries, and

Putin amends ecree to
1
expana N-co-

ex?a lOIl

Mr Putid had India in mind while
signing 1it.When asked to clarify
that since India considers itself a
nuclear weapon state, how this
decree could be beneficial to New
Delhi, Kremlin sources said that
Moscow was guided by the defini-
tion of NWS as given by IAEA,
which gives this status to countries
which had exploded their nuclear
devices by January 1967.

However, Indian diplomatic
sources in Moscow were not will-
ing to make any comment till the
full-text of the decree was pub-
lished in the official media, though
it has already been pasted on the
Kremlin website.

The Yeltsin decree of March 27,
1992 was based on an agreement
by the nuclear suppliers group of
five official nuclear powers to
check nuclear proliferation. It
banned export of nuclear technol-
ogy, equipment, fissile and other
materials to nations which had not
opened their nuclear programmes
for IAEA control.(agencies)
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Putin endorses

“extradition®-"”

treaty with Igldia

MOSCOW, APRIL9} The Acting Rus-
sian President, Mr| Vladimir Pu-
tin, today |endorsed  the
Indo-Russian Exyradition Treaty
and pact on mujual legal assist-
ance in criminal matters,
Itar-tass news agency reported.

The agreements had been
unanimously ratified by the two
chambers of the Russian Parlia-
ment.

Following this, Mr. Putin, in ac-
cordance with the Russian Con-
stitution, signed two federal laws
today to enforce the crime com-
bating treaties signed with India
in New Dethi on December 21,
1998 during the then Premier, Mr.
Yevgeny Primakov’s visit.—PTI
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‘3-D mechanism’ for

Indo-Russian ties
e (Td b
NEW DELHI and Moscow are to
set up a ‘3-D’ mechanism to imple-
ment their ‘strategic partnership’
during the Indo-Russian summit to
be held next month when
President Vladimir Putin vjsits
India, sources here said. Al
Besides signing the ‘strptggic
partnership’ declaration and 7-8
bilateral documents, leaders of the
two countries are also expected to
sign an agreement on creating a
mechanism for “dialogue, discus-
sion and quick decision” for
prompt resolution of various
issues, sources said without
divulging any details. However, no
new arms deals are to be signed
during President Putin’s four-day
visit to India from October 2.
PT!l, Moscow
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iVOY PLEADS FOR COMPASSION |

arm to Latvians
S Ay threaten
@Wm ties’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, April 14. — Any harm to the five Latvians
found guilty in the Purulia armsdrop case might threaten
India’s relationship with Russia, the Russian ambassador to
India said after meeting the Latvians at Presidency Correctional
Home today. .

p Thei‘ five Latvians and Briton Peter Bleach have been sentenced
or life.

Mr Alexander M Kadakin stayed with Igor Moskvitin,
. Oleg Gaidach, Alexander Klichin, Igor Timmerman and
Evgueny Antimenko in their cell for over an hour, discussing
tlltlae possible support the Russian government can give
them.

The judicial process had taken considerable time, the
Russian ambassador said and urged the authorities to speed up
Ehe next phase — whether in the Supreme Court or High

ourt.

Though he pleaded for mercy and compassion for the Latvians,
he clarified that he had no intention to interfere in the process.
He said the men did not know what they were throwing from the
aircraft. “God has forced them much suffering,” he said referring
to the Latvians’ deteriorating health. '

Mr Kadakin 3aid the five families have been writing regularly to
the Russian government for help, and Russia was giving all con-
sular support to the prisoners. The Consul General in the city has
been asked to provide all legal assistance to them. The consulate
doctor, too, visits them twice a week.

“Their condition is appalling, though none has complained about
the jail condition”, Mr Kadakin said. Moskvitin is suffering from
TB, and Anitmenko has had two heart attacks.

Mr Kadakin said that “Every life was important for new Russia
and particularly the lives of the five Latavians are of much value.
We have been under great pressure from the parliament and the
media in our country to ensure their release.”

The Latvians, he said, were hoping for a generous outlook from
the government. The ambassador said he had been assured by the
external affairs ministry that it would look into the matter, once
the trial is over.
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PROTOCOL ON DEFENCE TIE-UP

Putm coming in Oct. to
- seal strategic link™|

By Our Special Corre ondent

NEW DELH!, APRIL 28. The Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, will
visit India in “the first 10 days” of
October to establish a strategic
partnership for promoting re-
gional stability and shoring up the
bilateral economic relationship.

Mr. Putin’s visit is being pre-
ceded by a revamp of the Indo-
Russian institutional framework
in the political field. The two sides
today signed a protocol which
will, for the first time, establish a
direct apex link between their se-
curity establishments.

Unlike in the past, when the re-
lationship revolved around close
inter-ministerial contacts, the
new arrangement will bring the
security advisers of the two Heads
of Government into regular con-
tact. The protocol on the Indian
side was signed by the National
Security Adviser and Principal
Secretary to the P:ime Minister,
Mr. Brajesh Mishra. The visiting
Secretary of the Russian National
Security Council, Mr. Sergei Iva-
nov, signed the protocol on behalf
of his government. This pact is ex-
pected to be formalised into an
agreement during Mr. Putin’s vis-
it. The two sides also agreed to
form sub-groups to tackle the
menace of international terror-
ism, arms and drug trafficking
and separatism.

The  “Joint  Coordination
Groups” were formed within the
framework of the Indo-Russian
protocol on cooperation. A For-
eign Office press statement said
the two bodies would also look at
the economic, lega! and ecolog-
ical dimensions of security.

Mr. Ivanov handed over a letter
from the Russian President to the
Prime Minister, Mr, Atal Behari
Vajpayee. According to the state-
ment, the letter talks about the

Mr. Brajesh Mishra, Security Adviser to the Prdime Minister,
with Mr. Sergei lvanov, Secretary, Security Council
of Russia, after signing an agreement in New Delhi
on Friday. — Photo: Anu Pushkarna

importance of Indo-Russian rela-
tions for stability and security in
Asia and the world. It also calls for
cooperation in combating inter-
national terrorism, drug traffick-
ing , religious and political
extremism.

Mr. Mishra, who along with Mr.
Ivanov interacted with mediaper-
sons after the signing ceremony,
was cautious in his comments.
According to him, the new ar-
rangement was part of a web of
institutional contacts between
New Delhi and Moscow. Mr. Iva-
nov, on his part, said the new link
was an important element in the
overall framework of Indo-Rus-
sian contacts for encouraging
“strategic stability” in the world.

On Thursday Mr. Ivanov had
said the two countries under the
new framework would jpintly
analyse their ‘strategic doc-

trines”’, ways to counter interna-
tional terrorism in the regicn and
expand interaction between secu-
rity specialists.

India and Russia have come
closer to finalising crucial military
haraware deals. Russia’s Vice-
Minister in charge of military
hardware exports, Mr. Ilya Kleba-
nov, who is accompanying Mr.
Ivanov, held detailed discussions
with officials in the Defence Min-
istry. India is keen on buying 300
T-90 tanks as part of its post-Kar-
gil modernisation plan.

The two countries also signed
an agreement for the transfer of
Krasnopol precision-guided
shells for the Bofors howitzers.
Russia has also sent its Airborne
Warning and Control Systems
(AWACS) planes to India on a
short-duration lease.
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e J(“{G';rman HDW su arlnes

SRINJOY CHOWDHURY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

. NEW DELHI, June 10. — The
INS Sindhu Shastra, a
Russian-built submarine, will
join the Navy later this month.

The second of two sub-
marines, ordered after the
number of submarines the
Navy had was reduced with the
retirement of the antiquated
Foxtrot class vessels, will be
commissioned and handed over
to the Navy chief, Admiral
Sushil Kumar, on his way back
from Britain, in St Petersburg,
later this month.

The Navy already has four

some Russian Foxtrots and a
handful of KILO-class sub-
marines.

INS Sindhu Rakshak is an
advanced KILO class vessel
and will carry the highly
potent Klub-class missiles
which have a range of over 100
km. The median cost of a
KILO-class submarine is about
Rs 800 crore.

Similar missiles are being fit-
ted on to the 1135.6 Krivak
warships, which are being
manufactured for the Indian
fleet in Russia. These were
ordered as the Indian yards,
especially the one at Garden

€0 jomn Navy soon

Reach, failed to keep pace &nth
the Navy 8 demands and the
number of principal combat-
ants of the fleet fell to low lev-
els in the mid ‘90s compared to
the mid-'80s. This was because
the defence budget provided lit-
tle for building warships, which
take seven to 10 years from the
design to the commissioning
stage. Work on the Krivaks,
initially delayed, has picked up
and they may be delivered on
time. Each Krivak will have 16
Klubs on it.

The Russian KILOs are effec-
tive submarines as they have
diesel engines that are silent
even by Western standards and

THE STATESMAR
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they are likely to be useful as
the Pakistan Navy has
acquired French-built Agosta

class submarines that have |-

special capabilities.

Meanwhile, the Navy has sent
one of its newest ships — the
INS Mysore, a destroyer — to
USA to participate in its
Millennium Independence Day
functions on 4 July. INS
Mysore was commissioned a
few months ago while its sister
ship, INS Delhi, will be going to
China and Japan “The advan-
tage of long cruises is that sailors
will have practice. It will also be a
friendly way of showing the flag,”

a senior naval official said. E L




%" Purulia may sour\ |
Jaswant’s Moscow tgl

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, JUNE 15. The case of five
Russian pilots convicted in the Pu-
rulia arms-drop case may cast a
shadow over the coming visit of
the Extgrnal Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singhyte-Moscow. .

The fate of the pilots, sentenced
to life by a Calcutta court in Febru-
ary, is expected to be raised in Mr.
Singh'’s talks with Russian officials.
During a three-day official visit be-
tween June 21-24, the Minister will
meet the Russian President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, the Security Coun-
cil Secretary, Mr. Sergei Ivanov,
the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr.
Viktor Khristenko, who is Co-
Chairman of the Indo-Russian In-
tergovernmental Commission,
and hold extensive talks with the
Russian Foreign Minister, Mr. Igor
Ivanov.

Moscow has been enraged by
the handling of the pilots’ case.
The Russian media accused Indian
security services of framing charg-
_ es against the pilots to cover up
their failure to nab the men behind
the arms-smuggling operation.
Notwithstanding a public uproar,
Moscow’s official reaction was ini-
tially restrained.

However, the mood in Moscow
changed as its nunvéfous interven-

" dozen other countries.

tions failed to carry weight. The
Russian Orthodox Church com-
plained that a letter from its head,
Patriarch Alexy II, to the, Prime
Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, re-
mained unanswered.

By cotitrast, the Russian Presi-
dent promptly responded to the
Patriach’s appeal. In his letter to
Alexy II, Mr. Putin voiced concern
over “the unexpectedly and dis-
proportionately harsh” life sen-
tence and warned the incident
could “have a negative impact on
bilateral relations between Russia
and India”.

The Russian leader openly ques-
tioned the fairness of the verdict.
“Taking into account the state of
the pilots’ health, such a course of
events could lead to tragic conse-
quences for them and this will
have a negative impact on bilateral
relations between Russia and In-
dia.” The problem has become
an irritant in bilateral relations.
When there was still hope that the
Russian pilots aguld be acquitted,
the Kremlin s *India would be
one of the first cogntries Mr. Putin
would visit. Howeter, later Mos-
cow announced that India’s turn

-will not come until October, after

Mr. Putin would have visited a

o
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Purulia arms drop: |
India turns down \
Russian requestyg(\'

for pilots’ release

HT Correspondent y,
New Delhi, June™19 (0
RUSSIA'S REQUEST for the
Vajpayee gavernment's interven-
tion to secure the release of four
pilots convicted in the Purulia
arms-drop case cannot be consid-
ered by New Dethi. Over the past
few months, pleas for a "political
settlement” have been made fre-
quently by the church leaders and
eminent personalities in Russia.
However, at a time when External
Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh is
about to visit to Moscow, a senior
ministry official said the govern-
ment would not interfere in the
judicial process.

Mr Sifigh, who visits Moscow
between June 21 and 24, is learnt
to be preparing to take some nega-
tive Press and stern questioning
from the Russian government in
his stride.

The four pilots - Yevgeny
Antimenko, Alexander Klishin,
Igor Moskvitin, Oleg Gaidash and
Igor Timmerman - along with
Peter Bleach, the British comman-
der of the AN-24 aircraft which
air-dropped weapons over Purulia
(West Bengal) in December 1995,
were sentenced to life imprison-
ment on Febrnary 2. They, now
lodged in Calcutta's Presidency
Jail, are awaiting disposal of their
appeal pending before the
Supreme Court. N

The head of Russia's Orthodox™ ]\
Church, His Holiness Alexi the
Second, is learnt to have written
twice to Prime Minister Vajpayee
secking the release of Russian
pilots who, Russian public opinion
has it, are innocent. Significantly,
Russia's President Vladimir Putin
wrote to the Patriarch on March 22
agrzeing that the verdict of the
court was influenced by pressure of
"Indian special agencies".

President Putin promised the
Patriarch that if the verdict is not
changed on appeal to Supreme
Court, "the intervention of the
Russian leadership may become
necessary in order to seek a politi-
cal settlement”. His letter also car-
ried a warning in the direction of
New Delhi that if the present ill
health of two of the imprisoned
crew (Moskvitin and Antimenko)
leads to tragedy, it "can also have a
negative impact on bilateral rela-
tions between India and Russia".

Sources said that the Russian
government is looking for a
"Kandahar type resolution” to the
impasse. However, New Delhi is
urging Moscow to look beyond this
issue and consider the "entire
gamut of co-operation" that could
fructify out of the October visit of
President Putin to New Delhi, for Ty
which Mr Singh's tour is an impor- THE 'IIN DUSTAN TR, L
tant preparatory. Over the next
few months, Defence Minister
George Fernandes and HRD
Minister Murli Manohar Joshi will ,
be visiting Moscow to pursue deals 5 C e o
in defence and inforrgation tech- UGN ﬂl}
nology.

For now, neither Mr Singh nor
Mr Vajpayee would be in a posi-
tion to compromise the indepen-
dence of the Indian judiciary. But
knowing the feelings aroused in
Russia by the issue, they will
apprise the Putin government of
the jail conditions eased for the
inmates.
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%; Ind 1a, Russm workmg to open

a new chg/pter in bilateral tles

Indrani Bagchi Q’y\

NEW DELHI 19 JUNE "

THERE IS a satisfying reversal of
technology flow in the strategic
relationship between Russia and
India, as Russia becomes one of
the first few buyers of the Indian
Param supercomputer. On the
eve of the Indian foreign minis-
ter’s visit to Moscow, therefore, a
long-standing relaticnship may
well find itself on new ground.

While the two nations shared
a cordial relationship since the
Cold War, it is in the new millen-
nium that the relationship will
probably be redefined.

Mr Jaswant Singh’s visit to
Moscow will give India a chance
to gauge the new Russian leader’s
attitude. Soon after his election to
the presidency in March, Mr
Vladimir Putin had sent the right
signals towards India.

But Mr Singh’s visit will give

any Indian leader the first oppor-

tunity to interact directly with Mr
Putin.

Mr Singh will alsd hold dis-
cussions with his Russjan coun-
terpart Igor Ivanov. Talks will be
on several key interhational
issues like international \terror-
ism, nuclear disarmament, mis-
sile defence and Nato expansion.

Not only bilateral economic
issues will be discussed but also it
will be assessed how Russia and
India relate to the west (read US).

India has readily embraced
the knowledge economy of the
new millennium. Russia is
emerging from a decade of
democracy with a cellapsing
economy. Mr Putin, from all
accounts, has focused his ener-
gies on making Russia strong eco-
nomically. This is not only
reflected in his choice of Mikhail
Kasyanov as the Prime Minister,
but the recognition that Russia’s
economic reforms should be in
tune with the US. Both the coun-
tries, thus, work towards carving
out a strategic space for them-
selves armed with strong eco-

nomic fundamentals.

On a bilateral level, however,
the Indo-Russia economic rela-
tionship is going nowhere.
Though bilateral trade figures for.
April 1999-January 2000 regis-
tered a 34.13 per cent rise at
$l 31 billion from $1.25 billién
in 1998-99, over 50 per cent éf
the trade is the debt-repayment
process. Since Russia auctions
the rupee payment, there have
been talk of reinvesting the
money in Indian joint ventures,
like modernisation of lisco, coop-
eration in projects in the
petroleum sector, banking and
insurance matters, including a
credit line from India’s Exim
Bank for export of engmeermg
goods to Russia. ol

But there are antl-dumpmg
issues against Russian steel for
example. Russia too has recently -
indicated that it prefers packaged
tea from other countries rather:

than importing bulk tea from.
India. \7/
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" India, Russia
chalk out plu

{/

for Putin visit

¢-8 2%

AUNOHITA MOJUMDAR
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

MOSCOW, June 22. — India
and Russia today chalked out a
90-day action plan, which is
expected to add momentum to
efforts to formulate and
finalise the substantive compo-
nent of the forthcoming visit of
the Russian President, Mr
Vladimir Putin, 10 India. The
two countries also discussed
the possibility of joint coopera-
. tion in combatting internation-
al terrorism.

India backed Russia on its
stand on the ABM Treaty, a
stand that received endorse-
ment at the meeting of the CIS

countries yestercay. India alsc .

assured Russia that its con-
cerns about the Russian pilots
convicted in the Purulia arms
dropping case were being
looked into by the Indian gov-
ernment for a possible resolu-
tion within the four corners of
the law.

While the Strategic Declara-
tion that will be signed during
the October summit has al-
ready been finalised, officials
will now work on a range of
agreements that cover every
aspect of Indo-Russian bilateral
relations. Discussions in the
run-up to the visit will finalise
the issues that would provide
the meat for the visit, senior
officials of the ministry of exter-
nal affairs said here today.

The Union external affairs
minister, Mr Jaswant Singh,
had meetings with the Secre-
tary of the National Security
Council, Mr Sergei Ivanov, and
the Deputy Prime Minister and
co-chairman of the Indo-Ru-
ssfan Joint Commission, Mr
Viktor Khristenko. During his
interactjon, Mr Singh proposed

the 90-day action plan in the
run-up to the presidential visit.
This will work out agreements
in six or seven areas of cooper-
ation, especially in the fields of
oil, energy, diamonds and tran-
sportation.

Officials said that while polit-
ical relations between the two
countries were excellent, a lot
more could be done especxally
in the field of economic and
trade cooperation.

The two countries have agreed
on en inter-session meeting of
the inter-governmental Indo-
Russian Commission on trade,
economic, scientific and techno-
logical cooperation before the

Mr Jaswant Singh

October summit as also meet-
ings of the varicus working
groups under it. The issue of
utilisation of the rupee debt and
for trade and investment was
also discussed. During his meet-
ing with Mr Ivanov, Mr
Jaswant Singh spoke of the
scimitar of international terror-
ism, saying joint action was nec-
essary to counter this menace.
After the meeting, Mr Singh
told newsmen that the shared
concern of India and Russia did
not arise simply because the
two countries were affected by
it, but because it was a global

THE STATESHMAN
27 jun-24D

epnecern. It was not only
because the two countries were
troubled at the moment by this
menace but because this issue
had to be addressed as a mat-
ter of principle. It was neces-
sary, therefore, for the two
countries to exchange ideas
and thoughts on this issue. A
statement issued by the
Russian National Security
Council said, the two sides had
discussed a number of prob-
lems on ensuring mutual and
international security.

Senior officials said the two
sides were exploring avenues of
joint action against terrorism
and the enabling protocol
signed during the visit of Mr
Sergei Ivanov to Delhi ir April
would help in establishing the
coordinatien groups, including
on terrorism. Officials as also
the Security Councils of the two
countries would discuss this.
The situation in Afghanistan,
concerns about the Taliban as
also India’s concerns about
Pakistan were discussed.

During the meeting, Mr Iva-
nov also briefed Mr Singh on
the meetings of the CIS coun-
tries yesterday. Mr Sirgh and
Mr Ivanov discussed the ABM
Treaty and Russia’s concerns
and support for its position in
regarding the ABM Treaty as a
factor of strategic stability.

After the mesting Mr Ivanov
described the discussions as
very good and said the two
sides had discussed ways of
strengthening and deepening
bilateral ties and on how *o
give shape t¢ agreements.

The statement of the Russian
National Security Council said
Mr Ivanov had described fruif-
ful cooperation with India as
one of the pricrities of Russia’s
foreign policy.
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‘Need to expand
economic ties
wnth Russia’

) By Viadimir Rad Radyuhin
l?ldla

MOSCOW, JUNE 22. Rusmg@nd

are bound by a relationship of -
strategic partnership and are on |

course to strengthen their coop-

eration, the Russian Security |

Council chief, Mr. Sergei [vanov,

said at a meeting with the visiting

External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas- |
want Singh, in Moscow today.

For his part, Mr. Jaswant Singh
noted that the two countries have

“excellent political relations’ but
should do mare to expand their
economic ties, a senior Indlan
diplomat said.

Mr. Ivanov was the first Russmn
official Mr. Jaswant Singh met af-
ter his arrival in Moscow Wednes-
day for a four-day official visit to
prepare a visit to India by the Rus-
sian new President, Mr. Viadimir
Putin, in early October.

The two officials discussed bi-
lateral, regional and international
issues, including international
terrorism. They shared the view
that what Mr. Singh described as
“the semintar of international
terrorism’’ was a threat not only
to their two countries, but was a
global concern. They said a proto-
col on cooperation between the
Security Councils of the two
countries should be taken-for-
ward and foordination groups on
internatignal terrorism et up.
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— Iﬂ(/lla backs Russia
E‘%g on missile defence

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, JUNE 23. India and Russia today reaffirmed
their comm#tment to building a just multi-polar
world and preserving the strategic stability on the
basis of the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty.

At a joint conference with the Russian Foreign
Minister, Mr. Igor Ivanov, the visiting Indian Exter-
nal Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, reiterated
New Delhi’s support for Moscow’s stand in opposing
the United States’ plans to build a National Missile
Defence (NMD) in contravention of the ABM treaty.

The “NMD moves towards militarisation of space,
against which we have always stood, and is under-
mining the strategic stability achieved by Russia and
the United States over the past years,” Mr. Singh
said. He denied, however, that the U.S. missile plan
could affect India’s nuclear and missile programme.

On his part, Mr. Ivanov asserted that Russia’s plan
to build a joint missile shield with Europe and the
U.S. would not lead to a new rift between the North
and the South. India had backed the Russian propos-
al to set up a global system of control over the non-
proliferation of missile technologies. Another Rus-
sian initiative — to establish a Russian-American

t /
early missile warning centre — was also open to
other countries.

Mr. lvanov reaffirmed Russia’s support for India’s
bid to join the United Nations Security Council. “We
consider India a strong and worthy candidate for
permanent membership of the Security Council if
agreement is reached to expand the Council,” he
said.

The two sides also reaffirmed the importance of
stepping up efforts to combat international terror-
ism, separatism and other forms of extremism. Mr.
Singh said India was engaged in constant consulta-
tions with Russia on the situation in Afghanistan,
which radiates instability and conflict in the region.
In particular, the two sides discussed Moscow's plan
to set up an anti-terrorist centre for the post-Soviet
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), which
has been approved this week at a CIS summit in
Moscow.

Mr. Ivanov refuted speculation that Russia was
irked by India’s stronger ties with the U.S. saying,
“India is a great sovereign nation which is devel-
oping relations with all states. This is a normal proc-
ess and far from evoking our concern, it helps
strengthen stability and security in the world.”

o G oagiv f(m



India, Russi

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, JUNE 27. Russia and India
have agreed to upgrade their mil-
itary and technical cooperation
and set up a joint commission at
the Defence Ministry level, diplo-
matic sources said.

The agreement was reached at
a meeting between the visiting
Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, and the Russian Dep-
uty Prime Minister in-charge of
the defence industry and arms ex-
ports. The new arrangement will
raise coordination of bilateral de-
fence cooperation to the level of
defence chiefs of the two coun-
tries, the sources said. Until now,
the main coordinating body has
been a joint working group head-
ed by the Defence Secretary for
India and a Deputy Defence Min-
ister for Russia.

The Interfax news agency ¢lso
reported that contracts for the

wo

a to upgrade defence ties

()

Y

The Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, with his Russian
counterpart, Mr. Igor Sergeyev, in Moscow. — Reuters

sale of Russian T-90S tanks and
the Admiral Gorshkov aircraft

IH:

i

carrier to India may be signed “in
the nearest future.” Mr. Klebanov

FINDU

suh IR

told the news age his
meeting with Mr. Fernandes, that
the two contracts may be finalised
and signed in the run-up to a
planned visit by the Russian Pres-
ident, Mr. Vladimir Putin, to India
in early October. The Indian de-
fence chief, who arrived in Mos-
cow on Monday for a four-day
official visit, is scheduled to call
on Mr. Putin on Wednesday. He is
also to meet the Security Council
Secretary, Mr. Sergei Ivanov, and
hold talks with the Defence Min-
ister, Marshal Igor Sergeyev.

The RBK news agency said the
discussions will include among
other things the US plans to build
a National Missile Defence.
“American plans to walk out of
the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty
evoke concern both in Russia and
its strategic partners in the Asia-
Pacific region,” the news agency
said.
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AUNOHITA MOJUMDAR
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

, m@, PETERSBURG, June 24,
. Mahabharat, British colonialism,
<<8.5 War I1, and even the Russian
painter Nicholas Roerich were all
brought into play as the Union
external affairs minister, Mr
Jaswant Singh, wooed the intellec-
tual audicnes of St Petersburg
today, establishing historical link-
ages and geographical contiguity
between Russia and India to empha-
sise the importance of future ties,

. Speaking to students, teachers and
intellectuals at the Faculty of In-
ternational Relations at St Pet-
ersburg State University, Mr Singh
also placed multipolarity as an
essential requisite of international
stability. The world, he said, could
not go back to “unstated undefined
colonialism” in which the unilateral
prevailed,

Would the world be ordered
through the prism of one? It was
€ecessary to ensure that we be con-

-\, :
cerned about the role and feMvance
of the UN, the distributionlof power
against the centralisation of author-
ity. “We believe in the colle tivity of
mankind, not the supremacy of one,”
he said.

In what he himself termed a
thought-provoking exercise, the
Iinister raised questions about the
future challenges to individual
nations, international cooperation,
and the future of mankind.
Departing from the substance-spe-
cific approach of the last three days
of his bilateral visit, Mr Singh spelt
out the larger vision of India’s for-
eign policy and its concerns.

Foreign policy was determined by
several fixities, amongst them geog-
raphy as was evident from a com-
parison of the history of India and
Russia during the 17th and 18th
century. While Russia had made
assertion of control over the Baltic
region to ensure the essential of
trade as one of the important factors
of its foreign policy, India had failed
to recognise the concept of sea power

siIONn swee

CABINET APPROVES INDIA-RUSSIA DEAL

NEW DELHI, June 24. — The Union Cabinet today gave ex-post facto
approval to the joint document on development of trade, economic, «bmcm-
trial, financial, scientific and technological cooperation between India and
Russia. The document will help enhance the potential of cooperation
between the two countries by deepening and diversifying the bilateral
trade. It will also boost economic, industrial, financial, scientific and .ﬁmnw-
nological cooperation on a long-term basis. The document had been signed
with the Prime Minister approval in December 1998. The document has
come into effect on the date of its signing. — UNI

and had thus been colonised.

Geography also provided opportu-
nities to be used to advantage and
as on answer to today’s challenge,
India and Russia had now thought
of the North-South corridor to out-
flank the overhang of history and
had jointly envisioned a means of
reaching from Europe to the waters
of the Arabian Sea.

The second determinant was tech-
nological mastery, which could lead
to transformation of state power.
The invention of the stirrup had
been as important to warfare as had

the internal combustion engine and
the splitting of the atom. However,
mankind had reached a stage where
it was confronted by the dilemmas
of technology.

The sheer velocity of change was so
rapid that is was terrifying. The
comprehension of transformation
was slower than transformation,
and humankind could no longer use
it for betterment.

Mankind, the minister said, had
not yet been able to find an answer
that would ensure sufficient sending
power. It became the government’s

F\

duty to ensure this, he said. In for-
eign policy, foreign economic policy
had assumed ascendancy over politi-
cal policy though it might not carry
the same appeal.

India, he said, had been able to
withstand the sanctions imposed on
it because of the creative genius of
the people. Universalism, he said,
was the mantra of the 20th century,
without which the challenge of the
21st century could not be met.
Roerich: The external affairs min-
ister today promised the citizens of
St Petersburg that their request for
the burial of the Russian painter
Nicholas Roerich would be consid-
ered. The Indian government would
try and fulfil the wish.

in the day the Minister held meet-
ings with the Governor of St.
Petersburg, Mr Vladimir A.
Yakovlev during which the two dis-
cussed all aspects of cooperation. St.
Petersburg is considered second in
importance only to the city of
Moscow and the dockyard builds
and repairs India’s naval shivs.

ps time, space boundaries aside

w | .

The Russian Prasident, Mr Viadimir Putin, {right) greeis Mr Jaswant Singh at the Kre.a!
in Moscow on Friday. — APJPTI
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By} Bur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 25. The Defence
Minister, Mr.George Fernandes is
leading a nine- member delega-
tion to Russia on Monday as part
of an effort by New Delhi to in-
tensify its high-level contacts with
Moscow after the election of Mr.
Vladimir Putin as President.

During the visit, the two coun-
tries will sign a protocol strength-
ening bilateral defence
cooperation.

Mr.Fernandes will hold exten-
sive talks with his host, Marshal .
Sergeev and also call on President
Putin. He is scheduled to meet the
Secretary of the Russian Security
Council, Mr. S. Ivanov and other
dignitaries including the Com-
mandant of the Leningrad Mili-
tary District.

Mr. Fernandes will witness a
flight demonstration of the
SU-30MKlI, a version of the
SU-30K fighter jet which has been
cut out to specifically meet the re-
quirements of the Indian Air
Force (IAF).

The Defence Minister is slated
to visit the Baltisky plant of the St.
Petersburg shipyard and the Ad-
mirality shipyard where subma-
rines, frigates and other warships
of the Indian navy are construct-
ed.

Other members of Mr. Fer-
nandes’ delegation include the
Defence Secretary, Mr. T.R. Pra-
sad, the Additional Defence sec-
retary, Mr. Dhirendra Singh and
senior officers of the armed forces
as well as the Ministry of Defence.

THE HINDU

-

(b UBR

€

2



. YWA

2R

dian External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, has vowed to re-
solve soon the problem of Rus-
sian pilots sentenced to life in the
Purulia arms drop case.

Stating that India “recognises
the sensitivity of the issue”, Mr.
Singh reassured the Russians that
he was “personally seized of the
matter”” and was sparing no effort
to achieve ‘“‘the earliest lasting so-
lution of the problem within the
four corners of the Iadian law.”
Russian diplomatic scurces inter-
preted the statement as a promise
that the five Russian pilots jailed
in.Calcutta would be granted par-
don by the Indian President.

Addressing a joint news confer-
ence with his Russian counter-
part, Mr. Igor Ivanov, on Friday,
Mr. Singh said he was “entirely
satisfied” with his *fruitful” visit
to Moscow. On his proposal the
two sides will set in motion a 90-
day economic action plan in the
run-up to the planned visit of the
Russian President, My. Vladimir
Putin, to India in early October.
The plan calls for identifying joint
projects in six or seven areas of
cooperation, especially in the
fields of oil, energy, diamonds

urulia case will be resolved
.soon, Jaswant tells

Vladimir Radyuhin VC‘);/J&}
MOSCOW, JUNE 23. The Visiting%n- '

Moscov

The Russian Foreign Minister, Mr. Igor lvanov (left), with
his Indian counterpart, Mr. Jaswant Singh, after their
meeting in Moscow on Friday. — Reuters

and transportation.

Mr. Ivanov said his talks with
Mr. Singh had confirmed the
identity of long-term national and
geopolitical interests of the two
countries and their shared goals
in the international arena.

Mr. Putin’s coming visit to In-
dia will be “a new major step in
deepening the trust-based politi-
cal dialogue” between the two
nations. During the visit a Decla-

ration on Strategic Partnership
would be signed,Mr. Ivanov said.

“We are deeply satisfied with
our talks, which have demonstrat-
ed again that the time-tested tra-
ditional partnership between our
two countries is a major stabilis-
ing factor of strategic importance
in Asia and throughout the
world,” he said.

india backs Russia
on NMD: Page 13
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ssia to supply 100 T% 90

MOSCOW: Russia and India will
shortly sign a deal for the “T-90’ bat-
tle tank and jointly produce an anti-
aircraft defence system, Russian
vice premier Iliya Klebanov said on
Tuesday. “The necessary papers will
be ready within two to three weeks
for the signing of the tank deal, un-
der which Russia is expected to
supply 100 of the most advanced T-
90 main battle tanks and transfer
the license for the production of
200 tanks at Avadi Heavy Vehicles
Factory in India to phaseout the T-
72 production,” he told reporters,
after holding talks with visiting de-
fence minister George Fernandes
here.

He also said that India and Rus-
sia are to jointly produce an anti-
aircraft defence system.

Mr Klebanov said that within the
framework of bilateral military-
technical cooperation, India and
Russia are to work on several pro-
jects for the joint production of
weapon systems, primarily in the

main battle tanks t‘é

field of air defence. /\h

The Russian vice prethicr
that during the India-visit of prasi-
dent Vladimir Putin in Octobar,
New Delhi and Moscow could si
major defence deals, including tha!
on the transfer of aircraft carrie
Admiral Gorshkov.

Mr Fernandes is scheduled to
meet President Putin on Wednes-
day, reliable sources say. Russian
defence ministry spokesperson for
foreign affairs Gen. Leonid Ivashov
indicated that the two sides were to
discuss further expansion of rela-
tions between the armed forces and
the defence ministries of the two
countries.

Russia  annually  supplies
weapons worth $ 1 billion to India.

A final decision on licensed pro-
duction of ‘SU-30’ multi-purpose
fighters in India is likely to be taken
soon.

Earlier, Russia had agreed to de-
liver 40 Sukhoi combat aircraft to
India at a cost of nearly § 2 billion.

(W
Indza W

Mr Ivashov spoke of the “good
prospects of cooperation as wellas
resolving some of the existing prab-
lems,” but did not elaborate.

Leading Russian defence analyst
and columnist Valentin Kunin has
underlined the importance of the
decision of the two long-time allies
to set up joint ventures and develop
state-of-the-art weapons for sale i in
other countries.

The joint ventures are to be set ‘
up in Russia and India, he added. :

Though Mr Kunin claims that
both countries have already signed
an agreement for the transfer of
Russian aircraft carrier ‘Admiral
Gorshkov’ to India, Voice of Russia
on Monday said that this would be
one of the issues to be taken up for
discussion.

The spokesperson spoke of the
significance of widening defence
deals between the two countries, as
70 per cent of weapons and military
equipment of the Indian army are
manufactured in Russia. (agencies)

THE TIMcS OF inpsia
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India-Russia pact may ease
5 technology transfer

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 28. — The
new military technology pact
between India and Russia has
set the stage for closer coopera-
tion between the two countries,
specially in the fields of technolo-
gy transfer and joint production.

The commission on technical
cooperation will be co-chaired
by Mr George Fernandes and
the Russian deputy Prime
Minister, Mr Ilya Klebanov.
Defence ministry spokesmen
today said the decision was
taken at a recent meeting
between Mr Fernandes and the

Russian defence minister, Mr
Igor Sergeyev. There will be
two working groups, one
chaired by defence secretary
Mr TR Prasad and his Russian
counterpart, and the other by
the secretary, defence produc-
tion, Mr Ravindra Gupta, and
his Russian counterpart. This
could ease technology trans-
fers. There is already talk of
production of the Su-30 at the
Hindustan Aeronautics in
Bangalore. )

The two defence ministers
also discussed Mr Vladimir
Putin’s visit to India later this
year. Decisions on a large num-

ber ‘of purchases, including that
of an aircraft-carrier, Mi(G-29K
planes, the Backfire Bomber,
air-to-air refuelling planes and
T-90 tanks, will be taken dur-
ing the Russian President’s
visit. Mr Fernandes and Mr
Sergeyev also discussed the sit-
uation in Sierra Leone — where
Indian soldiers are being held
hostage — and Fiji.

India and Russia have
expressed concern at the spuit
in international terrorism and
religious extremism. Both
countries have agreed to dis-
cuss the issues with other
countries of the world.
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Joint Indo-Russmn defence pay‘el

Arun Mohanty

MOSCOW 28 JUNE
INDO-RUSSIAN defence cooper-
ation will get a further boost with
the setting up of a joint commis-
sion headed by the defence min-
isters of the two countries, offi-
cial sources here said.

Until now, the main decision-
making and co-ordinating body
for defence cooperation was the
joint working group headed by
the Indian defence secretary and
the senior deputy defence minis-
ter of the Russian federation.

Defence observers here drew
attention to the fact that India
would be the first country with
which Russia had established
such a high-level commission on
defence cooperation.

The decision to set up the
commission was taken at a meet-
ing between visiting defence min-
ister George Fernandes and
Russian Deputy Prime Minister

OLD cOMRADES: Defence minister George Fernandes with Russian

President Vladimir Putin at the Kremlin on Wednesday AFP
Ilya Klebanov, who is in charge
of Russia’s military-industrial
complex, a diplomatic source
said.

The new arrangement would
shift coordination and decision-
making responsibilities in this
strategic sector to the level of

=
0 cards
)

defence quters, the source
said. The twy sides had been dis-
cussing the \peed to upgrade
defence cooperation for some-
time, he said.

Russian press reports have
suggested that the deals for the
sale of 310 T-90 tanks and the
Admiral Gorshkov aircraft
career to India are at a final stage
and would be signed in the near
future. Russian deputy Prime |
Minister Khlebanov has been
quoted by the Interfax news
agency as saying that the two
deals would be finalised and
signed in the run-up to President
Vladimir Putin’s planned visit to
India in early October. :

Mr Fernandes, who is here on
a four-day official visit, has
already held discussions with Mr
Klebanov and Defence Minister
Marshal Igor Sergeyev. He is
scheduled to meet Mr Putin on
Wednesday. —IANS

The Economi®
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Indo-Russian JWG to be upgraded .

Vladimir Radyuhin
MOSCOW, JUNE 29. Defence cooperation be-

tween India and Russia will be raised to a new
higher level, the Defence Ministers of the two

countries announced at the end of their talks

in Moscow.

The visiting Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, and his Russian counterpart, Mar-
shal Igor Sergeyev, spared no words in prais-
ing the results of their three days of
negotiations that ended on Thursday.

While Mr. Fernandes described his discus-
sions with the Russian President, Mr. Vladimir
Putin, and Marshal Sergeyev as ‘‘path-break-
ing”, the Russian Defence Minister said the
talks had been ‘“‘extremely successful and
fruitful”.

The five-day visit of Mr. Fernandes was part
of preparations for a bilateral summit in early
October, when Mr. Putin will go to India to
sign a declaration on strategic partnership.

The two sides decided to ups ie the apex
coordinating body for bilatera .efence coop-
eration from a joint working group headed by
Deputy Defence Ministers to a ministerial-lev-
el joint commission to be co-chaired by Mr.
Fernandes and the Russian Deputy Prime
Minister, Mr. Ilya Klebanov. Tke commission
“will enable us to see to it that the ongoing
cooperation is raised to a higher level and ev-

ery issue of mutual security be taken care of,”
Mr. Fernandes said at a joint news conference
with Marshal Sergeyev.

At the end of the talks, which included a
meeting of the joint working group on defence
cooperation, co-chairmen of the working
group, the Defence Secretary, Mr. T. R. Prasad,
and the First Deputy Defence Minister, Mr.
Nikolai Mikhailov, signed a protocol setting
out guidelines for further bilateral interaction.

According to Mr. Fernandes, the protocol
deals with security issues, military technolo-
gies and weapons. Marshal Sergeyev said it
called- for expanding defence cooperation
both in traditional forms, such as training of
military cadres, and some new forms. Russia
would expand its training programmes for In-
dian specialists to facilitate license production
of Russian military hardware in India. (A UNI
report quoted Mr. Fernandes as saying that
the $ 400 million deal with Russia for the sup-
ply of 100 T- 90 main battle tanks and procur-
ing the license for producing another 200
MBTs would be finalised this week.)

“As far as defence-related issues and part-
nership in technology sharing are concerned,
Russia and India are the closest allies,” Mr.
Fernandes quoted the Russian President as
saying and stressed that “on all issues dis-
cussed our views were identical”’.

The Indian Minister said Russia reaffirmed
its support for New Dethi’s membership of the
UN Security Council. He was particularly grat-
ified by the Russian President’s stand on Sier-
ra Leone and Fiji. Mr. Putin directed his
Foreign Minister, Mr. Igor Ivanov, to get in-
volved and take care of India’s concerns in the
two regions, Mr. Fernandes said.

India in turn backed Russia’'s stand agai.n?("‘

the United States’ plans to deploy a national
missile defence and withdraw from the 1972
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty. “The current bal-
ance in strategic weapons and mutual security
should not be disturbed,"” Mr. Fernandes said.
Summing up the result of the talks, the De-
fence Minister said the visit “has raised our
relationship to a still higher level”.

Pledge to fight terrorism

The two countries also reiterated their re-
solve to combat international terrorism and
religious extremist jointly and with third
countries. ‘“We have pledged to support each
other on combating cross-border terrorism
and other security threats,” Mr. Fernandes
said.

“Combating terrorism was one of the top
issues on our agenda,” Marshal Sergeyev said
adding that the two Ministers devoted “at
least half the time” during the talks to dis-
cussing the problem.

T




Ties with others

'nét at

India’s cost: Russia

By Vladumr Radyuhin \/ﬂf \ stability in the region,” General

MOSCOW, JUNE 29. Russia has
pledged to take into account In-
dia’s security concerns.in its rela-
tions with third.€ountries. The
Russian Defence Minister, Mar-
shal Igor Sergeyev, assured his In-
dian counterpart, Mr. George
Fernandes, that Moscow would
not take any steps in its defence
dealings with other countries that
could impair India’s security.

“Russia’s friendship with any
other country will not in any way
affect its friendship with India,”
Mr. Fernandes said in reply to a
question whether India was wor-
ried by Russian arms supplies to
China. New Delhi had conveyed
its concern to Moscow recently
over Russian involvement in the
development and arming of Chi-
na'’s FC-1 jet fighter that Pakistan
wants to acquire. Mr. Fernandes
said he did not raise this issue
with Marshal Sergeyev but the
Russian side is said to have as-
sured the Indian Minister that it
would take care of India’s con-
cerns.

“As regards supplies of Rus-
sian-made weapons and military
hardware to other countries, in-
cluding China, Russia is above all
guided by the principle of doing
no harm to the existing Russian-
Indian relations and maintaining

Leonid Ivashov, head of the Rus-
sian Defence Ministry’s interna-
tional department told The

Hindu.

Marshal Sergeye ﬁso prom-
ised that a propojed Russian-
American early wakning missile
centre would not be used to in-
fringe on India’s security. The
centre is being set up by Moscow
and Washington to monitor each
other’s missile launchings, but in
theory can also be used to spy on
missile programmes of other
countries.

A Russian radar situated in Taji-
kistan can scan the whole of
South Asia and the U.S. could get
information on Indian missile
tests if Moscow opens its mon-
itoring data to Washington.

However, Marshal Sergeyev
ruled out such possibility saying
“the early warning centre will on-
ly serve to monitor Russian and
American launchings and will not
in any way affect India,” he told a
joint press conference.

“The centre will also be open to
other countries — we have al-
ready invited observers from Eu-
rope — and if India is interested it
can send its observer.”

JWG to be upgraded: Page 13
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‘shocks’

By Vladlmlr Radyuhin HO

MoscPw, FEB. 3. Life sentences
handdd down in Calcutta to eth-
nic Ruksian pilots for an arms air-
India has caused shock
and inflignation in Russia and
may tarhish the image of India as
a Russian friend. The Russian For-
eign Ministry voiced the hope
that Indian authorities would
“soften the sentence taking into
account friendly relations be-
tween our countries and human-
itarian considerations.”

A Foreign Ministry spokesman
said Moscow “‘will not be indiffer-
ent” to the fate of its citizens.
Four of the five crew members,
who hail from Latvia, have been
given Russian citizenship and
Russia’s private NTV Television
said the case of the fifth was being
considered.

Russian media and human
rights activists have been more
outspoken in their reaction. A
popular daily said the charges
against the Russian pilots had
been “framed-up” by Indian se-
curity services to justify their fail-
ure to nab the men behind the
arm smuggling operation.

“The secret services really
screwed up and in order to cover
their shame, they’ve handed over
innocent people instead of the
criminals,” said the Novyie Izves-
tia newspaper.

Members of the Moscow-based
International Committee for Hu-
manitarian Assistance to the crew
members denounced the verdict
as unjust and falsified.

“The trial has failed to prove
the pilots’ guilt,” said Mr. Grigory
Kovrizhenko, the committee’s

Armsdrop casmlmg

ussmns

puty chairman. ‘“We closely

atched the hearings and were
amazed at the dirty handling of
the case. The CBI proved helpless,
indulged in falsifications, and
supplied forged documents,
which came to light at the trial.”

Mr. Kovrizhenko said his com-
mittee would appeal the verdict
and take the case to the UN Hu-
man Rights Commission.

Mrs. Karina Moskalenko, a
Moscow lawyer of the Russian pi-
lots, said the crew “had just dis-
charged their professional duties,
they did not and could not be
aware of the weapons on board.”

The Indian embassy in Moscow
has been at pains justifying the
sentence given to the Russian pi-
lots. “It’s not that they are terror-
ists - it's that they were involved
in the act of abetting terrorism,”
an embassy spokesman told the
Moscow Echo radio. But the in-
cident may put to test India’s im-
age as one of Russia’s most
trusted friends. Russian media
have been shaken by what they
said was ‘inhuman’ treatment of
the inmates in the Calcutta jail.

The Novyie Izvestia daily de-
scribed conditions at the prison
as ‘abominable’and said the Rus-
sians “would have probably died
had it not been for the constant
attention of the press.”

The Russian crew’s lawyers said
the men were seriously ill and
some of them might not live to
see their case appealed. Mr. Igor
Moskvitin is said to suffer from
tuberculosis, while Mr. Yevgeny
Antipenko has had three heart at-
tacks since his arrest.
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PING with the hostilities of

istan, sustgining the tenu-

ous thaw in \relations with

China, anxieties and expecta-

tions regarding Clinton’s forthcoming
visit to India, have been the operational
focus of our foreign policy over the last
six months. In the process, the fourth
point in the quadrangular terms of ref-

erence as far as power equations go,
namely Russia, has faded from our at-

tention. But Russia cannot, and should
not, be ignored.

Attheend ofadecade after the disin-
tegration of the Soviet Union and the
emergence of the Russian Federation,
the country is undergoing significant po-
litical changes whicltwe should take note
of. These developments have to be as-
sessed in the context of the travails and
transformations which the Russia Feder-
ation has been undergoing since 1991.
Much has happened since Yeltsin mo-
unted a tank in August 1991. Yeltsin’s
charisma has sustained democracy, but
not good and effective governance. Lib-
eration and economic re-structuring has
polarised the Russian economy and sub-
jected large sections of Russians to eco-
nomic pressures. The situation has been
compounded by disjointed autonomies
disrupting its industrial and manufactur-
ing processes. Initial expectations of the
Russians about external inputs from the
West have not been met in full measure.

At the political level, there were con-
flicts between the legislature and execu-
tive, culminating at one point with the lat-
ter undertaking military operations

against the Duma in October 1993. -

There have been frequent changes of
prime ministers and in the Cabinet.
Ethno-religious centrifugal movements
in Dagestan and Chechnya pose a dan-

ger tothe stability and territorial integrity
of the country. The Russians have a pro-
found angst about losing their impor-
tance as an influential nation-state and
superpower. A groundswell of national-
ism is firiding expression amidst the

claimsofvarious political partiesand fac-
tions, particularly that of the Communist
Party. Russia’s foreign policy since 1991
has gone through differing oriehtations
from being Euro-centricand pro-Ameri-
can to asserting its position as a Eurasian
power. There have been resentments
about the expansion of NATO and re-
lated arrangements with the resulting fo-
cus on Japan, and China and to a lesser
extent on Southeast Asia. The Russian
focus on these two important Asnan
neighbours is subject to
historical threat percep-
tions about both coun-
tries, which are shared by
the émerging generation
of Russian politicians.

It is in this context
that elections to the Du-
ma took place on De-
cember 19, with Vlad-
imir Putin, the present
prime minister, emerg-

It would be pertinent to point out that Russla

JN. DIXIT‘

»Remember Russia

tempering the influence of the RussianRussian Federation since the visits of
Communist Party in the Duma. Of par-Chernomyrdin and Primakov. Jaswant
ticular significance is the extreme nation-Singh and Brajesh Mishra have visited
alist group led by Vadimir ZhirinovskyMoscow to discuss the issues-specificor
emerging with greatly diminished mem-event-specific ramifications of India’s nu-
bership in the Russian Federation in theclear and missile weaponisation. There-
presidential elections tobe held thisyear.quirement is to initiate processes of a
The conclusion to be drawn is that thebroader strategic understanding and re-
Russian people, despite all the political latmnshxpthh the Russian Federation. It
uncertaintieswhich they have faced, have would be pertinent to point out that Rus-
decided tosustain the democraticexperi-sia has shown a greater understanding of
mentin that country. India’s security concems, whatever its
One has mdulged informal position on non-prohfemt:on is-
detailing devélopments insues. The government i also
Russian because prosp-strongly opposed to cross-border terror-
ects of Indo-Russian rela- ism and Russia remains a major trading
tions will be gauged bypartner and source of defence supplies.
these developments. In-Linkswith Russiawouldbe a positive fac-
do-Russian relations dotor in facilitating India’s relations with
not have the same sub-countries of Central Asia and China. In-
stance or positive political dia’s foreign policy should be guided by
intensities which charac-theseconsiderations.
terised India’s relations Russiaitselfislikely tobreak through
with the former Sovietthe fllusionsofacquiringa purelywestern
European or trans-Atlantic identity be-
cause Westem attitudes towards the Ru-

has shown a greater understanding of India’s 2" Federation remain sceptical. Ri-

security concerns, despite its formal position
on non-proliferation

chard Pipes, a professor of history at
Harvard, articulates this scepticism suc-
cinctly when he says: “The political and
economic culture of a nation cannot be
radically changed by Government de-

ingas animportant figure in Russian pol-
itics. On all counts, the new Russian
Duma is dominated by members of the
Centre-right parties, whose economic

_policies would be reformist and whose

defence and foreign policy orientations
would be nationally assertive. Though
the Communist Party has gained the
largest number of seats in the lower
house of the Parliament, Putin’s Unity
Party has the second largest number.of
seats. The seats acquired by Grigory Yav-
ilinsky’s Yabloko Party, the union of
Rightist forces led by Anatoly Chubais,
and the Fatherland Party of former prime
minister, Primakov, and the major of

Moscow, Yuri Luzhkov, could result in

' crees. Values and attitudes inculcated
Union. As long as Gaidar was Prime over centuries are so deeply embedded
Minister and Kozyrev was foreign minis- that it takes a protracted new experience
ter in early 1990s, India stood margin- toalter themsignificantly.”
alised in Russian foreign policy. Prima- It would be logical to presume that
kov and his successors re-focused att- the wielders of power in Russia would be
ention on south Asia, particularly India. aware of thiskind of assessment and react
Yeltsin’s visit to New Delhi in January toit. Thisreaction, in the broadest political .
1993, began this process which is continu- sense, would be to revert back to Russia’s
ing on an even'keel. However, over the Eurasian identity in which lies the stre-
last three years or so, Indo-Russian zela- ngth and potential of the RussianFedera-
tions seem to be in a drift, although it isa tion. A reaction which cannot but take
positive drift. note of India’s importance in politico-

What seems lacking is a certain dy strategic terms. While our more immedi-
namism which is called for, given the ate concerns about Pakistan, US and
evolving strategic and security concerns China; pre-occupy us, we would do well
in the region. There have been no high not to ignore the tangible and long-term
level politicalvisits between India and the importance of our refations with Russia.
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“India,

R

Fred Weir
Moscow, February 27

EWLY  RE-ELECTED

Speaker of the State Duma

Gennady Seleznyov begins
a four-dav visit to New Dethi and
Hyderabad on Monday. bringing
with him the message that Russia
and India must step up trade and
Strategic cooperation in an increas-
ingly dangerous world.

"Both Russia and India possess
all the potential to become two
powertul poles in the new world
order.” Mr Seleznvov told Indian
journalists before his departure
from  Moscow.  "Cooperation
between them creates a wide area
of stability in the Asiatic space.
rendering positive influence on the
entire tuture world situation”.

Mr Seleznvov, a Communist, is

accompanied by a nine-member
delegation representing all fac-
tions in Russia's freshly-elected
. Parliament,
© They are expected to hold meet-

fgs with the Vice President. Prime
Minister. Foreign Minister and
Leader of the Opposition. A ses-
sion of the Lok Sabha. with Mr
Scleznyov's participation, will be
devoted to holding the first meet-
ing of the Joint India-Russia
Pasliamentany, Commission,

Russiit is currently in the midst of
Presidential elections and its act-
ing President VEsdimir Putin o far
Licks a popular mandate.

In a widc ranging interview, My
Seleznyov stressed that Russia's

Parliament stinds as a guarantee

of ‘stability and continuity in
Moscow's polities. despite the tem-
porary absence of an elected
President in the Kremiin,

He also expressed strong suppont

Jor India's position <n Kashmir,

said Russia is grateful for Dethis
understanding of the difficult fight

“against 1errorism and separatiam

in Chechnya, backed India's candi-
dacv as a permanent member of
the United " Nations = Security
Council, und called for more

. teformed UN Security Councit”.

Russia togéther

can change world

order’

strategic  coordination  between

India. Russia and China.

"Russia will have Presidential
elections on March 26, but: jrre-
spective of the results, the most
important griority in our toreign
policy renfains close and trust-
hased relations with India.” Mr
Scleznvov said. adding: "This is a
political and strategic imperative
for Russia”.

The views of Russia and India
tve grown doser together on
maost Key global issues in recemt
vears, he said. These include a
common opposition to the Weste-
m muditary alliance WATO'S attack
on Yugoslavia last vear, and atte-
mpts by the United Statds to after
the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty of
1972 and thereby subvert the foun-
dations of nuclear arens control,

On Sceurity Council seat oy
India, he said: " would like to reit-
crate that Russia considers India
as a strong and worttly candidate
for permanent membrership in 4
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Russia stands by India
in fighting terrorism

By Vladimir Radyuhin dia’s efforts to curb terrorism and
separatism in Jammu and Kash-
mir, Mr. Seleznyov said Russia
- ) . “takes the view that certain quar-
tional front to fight terrorism and (15 in Pakistan are trying to cre-
supports its crackdown on trans- a6 gne more hotbed of tension in
border terrorism in Jammu and e region, which undoubtedly
Kashmir. ~ﬁp"l VK Mreatens stability on the subcon-
The Speaker of the State fu 4,  tinent and beyond its borders.”
Mr. Gennady Seleznyov, who is Mr. Seleznyov reiterated Rus-
leading a parliamentary dtlega-  ja's support for India as “a
tion to India, said Russia and In- gtrong and worthy candidate for
dia should work togethér to0  permanent membership in the
oppose international terrorism. reformed U.N. Security Council.”
“Russia welcomes India’s posi- Recalling the rejection by Rus-
tion in favour of settingup a com-  ja and India of the unipolar mod-
mon anti-terrorist front by all ¢] of the world, he said both
interested states aimed at isolat-  pations “possess all the possibil-
ing extremists and bringing con- jties to become two powerful
certed influence on a number of  poles in the new world order.”
Muslim governments,” Mr. Selez- He also urged closer coopera-
nyov said in written answers t0  (ijon between Russia, India and
questions filed by Indian corre- China on regional and global is-
spondents in Moscow on the eve  ges, arguing that the three na-
of his departure to India. tions bore “growing
A 10-member Russian parlia- responsibility for forming a solid
mentary delegation left Moscow  gystem of security and stability in

on Sunday on a four-day visit to  Asja and throughout the world.”
India. The Russia MPs will call on Touching on the Presidential

the President, Vice-President, the  clections in Russia, the DUMA
Prime Minister, the External Af-  Speaker voiced confidence that
fairs Minister, and the Speaker of “irrespective of the voting, close
Parliament, as well as travel t0  and trust-based relations with In-

Hyderabad and hold the first dja will remain a major priority in
i meeting of the Joint India-Russia  (Russia’s) foreign policy.”

MOSCOW, FEB. 27. Russia applauds
India’s call for forging an interna-

Parliamentary Commission set up “Relations between our coun-

in 1998. tries and peoples are not subject
Speaking about transnational (o political change,” said Mr. Se-

terrorism, Mr. Seleznyov specifi-  leznyov.

cally mentioned Pakistan. “‘The “Indo-Russian relations have

situation in some regions of im-  continued to develop in a stable
mediate interest to Russiaand In-  manner, reaching the level of

dia, where terrorist-training S[rategic partnership"'

centres are being set up and ideas The Speaker described the cur-
of militant fundamentalism are rentlevel of bilateral trade and ec-
gaining ground, is causing serious  gnomic ties as “not
concern and worry.” commensurate with the poten-

“The so-called ‘recognition’ of  tials and requirements of Russia
Chechnya by the Taliban, which  and India” and called for broader
enjoys open support by Pakistan,  cooperation in constructing new
cannot but be regarded as one and modernising Soviet-built in-
more link in the emerging chain  dustrial projects in India and pro-

of transnational terrorism.” moting direct tie-ups between
Mr. Seleznyov expressed grati-  Indian and Russian provinces.
tude for India’s “principled and Asked to clarify the Russian

consistent stand” on Chechnya Parliament’s position on the case
and said Russia “in turn firmly  of Russian pilots sentenced to life
stands for the territorial integrity  imprisonment in India, Mr. Selez-
of India and supports its position nyov said MPs considered the
on the resolution of the Kashmir  sentence to be “excessively se-
problem on the basis of the 1972 vere,” even though Russia shared
Simla Agreements.” India’s stand on separatism and
Voicing strong support for In-  terrorism.
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“Russian Dy. PM
arriving today

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, JAN. 12, The Deputy
Prime Minister of Russia, Mr. Vik-
tor Khristenko, is arriving in India
tomorrow for high-level talks on
bilateral coopergtion. .

Mr. Khris(e;lko, Con is the co-

chairman of the Indo- Russian In-
tergovernmental Commission
(IGC) for trade, economic, scien-
tific and cultural cooperation, is
leading a 70-member strong dele-
gation for a two-day plenary ses-
sion of the IGC, held alternatively
in Delhi and Moscow every year.

The Viti'toca‘rﬂies ad cl signif-
icance as it is the first High-level
contact between the two coun-
tries since the Russian leader, Mr.
Boris Yeltsin, resigned and ap-
pointed his chosen successor, the
Prime Minister, Mr. Vladimir Pu-
tin, as Acting President.

With Mr. Putin strongly fa-
voured to win the presidential
elections scheduled for March 26,
Mr. Khristenko’s visit offers India

an early opportunity to probe the:
foreign policy priorities of Kus-
sia’s new leadership.

THE HINDU
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T .
India, Russia trade protocol

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 13. India and the
Russian Federation have agreed
to take steps for diversifying and
expanding bilateral trade espe-
cially in high quality and hi-tech

items. \,“)xao \ﬁ‘ |
The total Indo-Russiah ftrade

turnover during 1998-99} was
Rs.5259.2 crores. During the first
six months of the cwrrent flnan-
cial year 1999-2000 (April{Sep-
tember), the turnover has reathed
Rs.3186.3 crores and, therefore,
the bilateral trade turnover for the
full year is expected to be consid-
erably higher than last year. How-
ever, both sides underlined that
the existing volume of bilateral
trade did not reflect the potential
for cooperation between the two
countries and emphasised the
- need to expand it further.

This is indicated in the protocol
- of the 6th session of the Indo-
Russian Working Group on Trade
and Economic  Cooperation
which was signed here today by
Mr. P.P. Prabhu, Commerce Sec-
retary and Mr. J.L. Mitrofanov,
Deputy Minister of Trade of the
Russian Federation, on behalf of
their respective governments.
The Indian delegation included
Mr. U.S. Bhatia, Joint Secretary
(East Europe), Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry, Mr. S.D.Ka-
poor, Chairman and Managing
Director, MMTC Ltd, Mr. S.M.De-
wan CMD, STC, Mr.S.S.Ahuja,
Chairman, Tea Board and other
senior officials.

India and Russia have also
agreed to intensify bilateral coop-
eration in the field of diamonds.
In this context, they agreed on the

signing of a protocol between
MMTC of India and Gokhran of
the Russian Federation. )

The Russian side agreed to ex-
amine positively the issues raised
by India regarding exports on
consignment basis, making avail-
able the facility of storing in Cus-
tom Bonded Warehouses for
Indian tea and tobacco and the
issue of VAT exemption for Indian
goods under the consignment ex-
port scheme.

The Russian side also noted
that relaxation of value addition
norms for goods had created a fa-
vourable basis for increasing the
volume of trade through the ex-
pansion of import of hi-tech
items from India.

Both delegations discussed and

“finalised the draft guidelines for

the utilisation of Russian rupee-
debt funds for investments in
projects in India and agreed that
banking arrangements between
the two central banks would be
amended appropriately.

On issues relating to transport,
it was agreed to take steps for op-
erationalising the joint liner ser-
vice by the end of March.

It was also agreed to have a tri-
lateral  Russian-Iranian-Indian
meeting to consider issues con-
nected with the project for bilat+
eral cargo transportation via Iran.

With regard to banking and fi-
nancial matters, India raised the
issue of settlement by the Russiarn
Federation of pending claiis per-
taining to export of Indian goods
to the republics of the former
USSR. The Russian side agreed to
expedite the matter, according to
an official release.
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PISS TS

after March election

Moscow, January 15 Rr‘, \ Z\

THE INDO-RUSSIAN summit
Which had been repeatedly put off
dud to the constant ill-health of
forifier Russian President Boris
Yeltsin, will now take place shortly
after the presidential elections in
Russia, scheduled for March 26,
Kremlin sources said.

- A joint declaration on 'Strategic
%ﬂpership Between the Two
f

wtries' will be signed during

e summit, sources said here yes-
terday.

""A-theeting of the Indo-Russian
fiitetigovernmental commission on
BEotBmic, trade, scientific and
tethnical cooperation in New
Pelhi, which ends today, has
siteady given shape to major pro-
jests for collaboration between
India and Russia.

. }§ POLICY ON TERRORISM
F D: Russia has accused the
United States of adopting a dou-
bie-edged policy on terrorism in
Hght 6f a recent meeting between a
febel minister and US officials
which it says may impede improve-
texivin their bilateral relations.

-

Indo-Russian me

e\t/

Foreign Minister Ar Ivanov
said the meeting betwden Chechen
Foreign Minister Ilyal Ahamedov
and US officials at{ the State
Department in Washlington this
week gave "respectability to (the)
outlawed terrorists”. It contradict-
ed the American stand against one
of the world's most wanted terror-
ists, Osama Bin Laden, he added.

He said the meeting might prove
to be an impediment to improve-
ment in US-Russian relations.

Meanwhile, Iran has extended its
"full support" to the Kremlin in its
"measures towards resolving the
Chechen crisis" Teheran's National
Security Council Secretary Hassan
Rowahani met Kremlin leaders
and said his country recognised
Moscow's right to punish "terror-
ists and bandits".

UNITED NATIONS: The UN
has voiced concern over state-
ments by Russian commanders

_that males between 10 and 60

would not be allowed in and out of
Chechnya as the number of
Chechens returning from
Ingushetia dropped sharply over
the past few days. (Agencies)
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1" India. supports
Russian drive
~ inChechnya

\:L By Atul Aneja u‘);\g
N DLLHI, JAN. 18. Without criti-
cising the Taliban, India today ex-
pressed solidarity with Russia in
its confrontation with Chechen
rebels.

Reacting to reports of the rec-
ognition of Chechnya as an inde-
pendent State by the Taliban, the
foreign office today side-stepped
criticism of Afghanistan’s Islamic
extremists.

Instead, its spokesman fo-
cussed on New Delhi’s backing to
Moscow’s drive against the Che-
chen rebels.

“The Government and people
of India have expressed their full
solidarity with the Government
and people of the Russian Feder-
ation as they tackle the grave cri-
sis confronting them in the
Republic of Chechnya in the Rus-
sian Federation.

The Government of India fully
supports the Government of the
Russian Federation in the steps
taken by it in the protection of its
constitutional order and territo-
rial integrity and does not wel-
come encouragement to forces
which undermine this”, the
spokesman said in response to a
query.

This reaction assumes impor-
tance in the light of what analysts
here described as New Delhi’s
“softness’” towards the Taliban
ever since the hijacking of the In-
dian Airlines plane to Kandahar.

THE HINDU
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Pﬁn reaffirms strategic
partnership with India )/

By Vladimir Radyuhin HQ -

MOSCOW, JAN. 26. The Acting Rus-
sian President, Mr. Vladimir Pu-
tin, congratulated India on its
50th Republic Day today, reaf-
firming Moscow’s consistent pol-
icy of building a strategic
partnership with it. <

“We cherish the close relafions
with India,” Mr. Putin said\in a
message to the Indian Presi
Mr. K. R. Narayanan.

“Our states are united by the
similarity of basic national and
geopolitical interests, adherence
to the ideals of peace and democ-
racy, international stability and
security.”

This is the first time after taking
over from Mr. Boris Yeltsin on
New Year's eve that Mr. Putin has
gone on record to assert his com-
mitment to the former’s policy of
forging a strategic relationship
with India, which he described as
“one of the poles in the modern
world order.”

“I am sure that constructive In-
do-Russian interaction, which is
successfully moving on the path
of strategic partnership, would be
weighty factor in world politics in
the new millennium,” Mr. Putin
said.

Mr. Putin, who is concurrently
Prime Minister, also sent a tele-

‘éram to his Indian counterpart,
Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, expressing
“satisfaction that over a period of
several decades, our countries
have been bound by relations of
multi-faceted and mutually bene-
ficial cooperation, trust and mu-
tual understanding.”

I am confident that the streng-
thening of trust-based strategic
partnership between our two
countries would become an im-
portant element in the interna-
tional order in the third
millennium,”’ the message said.

Mr. Putin, who is confidently
predicted to win the presidential
elections in Russia, in March is
expected to pay ‘‘one of his first
visits abroad” after the elections
to India, according to the Deputy
Prime Minister, Mr. Viktor Khris-
tenko, who earlier this month led
a Russian delegation to the regu-
lar session of the joint Inter-Gov-
ernmental Commission in Delhi.

In what could be a sign of a re-
vived interest towards India, Rus-
sian print and electronic media
marked the golden jubilee of the
Indian Republic with a series of
stories and interviews with Mr. A.
B. Vajpayee and the Indian Am-
bassador to Moscow, Mr. S. K.
Lambah.
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India for ties with
. Russian provinces
‘ adimir Radyuhi; A

. 26. To tap the “vast
potential of Russian regions for

opportunities to all the 89 prov-
inces of Russia.

Under the project, the Indian
embassy, in cooperation with |
Russian scholars and experts on
India, will arrange seminars and
conferences in eight to 10 regions
every year.

A Memorandum of Under-
standing signed this week be-
tween the Indian embassy and
‘Russia’s Institute of Oriental
Studies calls for the establish-
ment of a joint group, tasked with |
planning and organising Indian
activities in the regions.

Speaking on the occasion, In-
| dia's Ambassador to Russia, Mr.
S.K.Lambah, said India attached
great importance to the promo-
tion of direct ties between the re-
gions of the two countries. A
separate Working Group on Re-
| gional Cooperation had been es-
tablished for the purpose within
the Indo- Russian Inter-Govern-
mental Commission.

The first regional seminar will
be held in Ryazan, a large indus-
trial regional capital, 175 Km
south of Moscow.
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/Putln con

y Vladimir Radyuhin H 9/‘

MOSCOW, JAN. 28. Russia’s Acting
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
will visit India after the March 26
Presidential elections, which he
is strongly favoured to wjn.  «

Mr. Putin convefed his plans
for an India visit in a telephone
conversation with the Prime
Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, on
January 27, diplomatic sources
said. The Russian leader, who al-
so holds the post of Prime Minis-
ter, called his Indian counterpart
to congratulate him on the 50th
anniversary of the Republic of
India.

uring the 30-minute conver-
sation, the Russian and Indian
leaders reaffirmed their inten-
tion to sign a declaration on stra-
tegic partnership between the
two countries during the coming
summit, the sources said.

The summit has been repeat-
edly postponed due to the health
problems of Russia’s former
President, Mr. Boris Yeltsin, who
resigned ahead of his time on De-
cember 31.

The Kremlin press service said
the sides “expressed satisfaction
about the proximity of approach-
es of Russia and India on the
main international problems.”

THE HINDU
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ratulates Vajpayee

“The leaders noted the com-
monalties of views related to the
need for unity of action by the
international community with
the aim of liquidation of the
threat of international terrorism
and extremism,” the Kremlin
press service said. .

The diplomatic sources also
said Mr. Putin and Mr. Vajpayee
had agreed to work together to
combat international terrorism.

On Thursday, Moscow blasted
Islamabad for engaging in cross-
border terrorism against India
and harbouring terrorist groups
on Pakistani territory.



