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Musharraf call to India

By B. Muralidhar Reddyct’sév

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 13. The Pakistan
Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, urged India to reci-
procate the offer of “meaningful

°| dialogue”. At the same time, he

“asserted that Pakistan would con-
tinue to provide “all moral, diplo-
matic and political” support to
those engaged in fighting the In-
dian Government in Kashmir.

In a message on the eve of Pa-
kistan’s Independence Day, Gen.
Musharraf maintained that peace
in the region was not possible
without resolution of the Kashmir
dispute.

Gen. Musharraf said, “I con-
gratulate the people of India on

ir Independence Day. I urge
them and the Indian media to’
make their country’s leadership
shun obstinacy, stop the suppres-
sion in Indian-held Kashmir and
show reciprocity to Pakistan’s of-
fer of meaningful dialogue. Let
them come forward so that we

can work together for peace in
63’ \ y

region.”

Pakistan was peaceé-lovin
it desired a harmonious co-exis\-
ence with all countries of th
world, particularly neighbours. It
was fully aware that South Asia
was an “extremely volatile re-
gion”. However, he blamed “in-
tractability of India, over

Kashmir” as the cause fgr'the te
sion in the region.

THE HINDU
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Reciprocate our offer of

talks, M

Islamabad, August 13 QNSJU
[

RMY RULER Gen Pervez
AMusharraf today asked

ndia to "show reciprocity”
to Pakistan's offer of "meaningful"
dialogue saying Islamabad desires
tranquil and harmonious coexis-
tence with all of its neighbours.

Accusing India of being obstinate
on Pakistan's offer of holding talks,
Gen Musharraf urged the people
of India to impress upon their
leadership to reciprocate to
Islamabad's dialogue offer. He also
congratulated India on the eve of
its Independence Day.

"Let them (Indians) come for-
ward so that we can work together
for peace in the region, which is
not possible without a resolution
of the Kashmir dispute. This is
essential for ensuring a bright and
prosperous future for our peo-
ples," the Pakistani ruler said in his
message on the occasion of
Pakistan's 53rd Independence Day
today.

Assuring the international com-
munity that Pakistan is a peace-
loving and responsible country, he
said morrﬁgan a countrv. Pakistan

IS an logy of hope for the

Muslims of South Asia, which has

by no means ended.

Gen. Pervez Mushaf is expected
to use Independence Day to unveil
long-awaited details of his yigi
slowly return Pakistan

demecracy”, beginn
transfer oApowers

sharggf

ed local councils by mid-2001.

But most of the country's politi-
cal parties are expected to mark
the day by clamouring again for
early national elections, with any
reforms to be left to future, civilian
rulers, and demanding an end to
restrictions on political activity.

8 Quetta rocked E

THREE BOMBS shook the
southwestern Pakistani city of
Quetta yesterday night, the lat-
est in a spate of blasts in the
impoverished province of
Baluchistan, a report said.

The explosions, one of which
appeared to have targeted a
federal police station, occurred
after 10 p.m. and caused dam-
age, the official Associated
Press of Pakistan reported.
Police policer Athar Hussain
Sial said “tight" security in the
town following several explo-
sions in recent weeks succeed-
ed in confining yesterday's
attacks to quiet areas where the

damage would be minimal.
. AFP, Islamabad

No quick solution to the impasse
seems to be in sight.

Meanwhile, Pakistan Foreign
Minister Abdul Sattar has vowed
to get tough with Arab militants
living in Pakistan since the Afghan
war against the Soviets in the
1980s, a report said.

di

AN

Pakistaniha$ come under mount-
ing presshre from its Middle
Eastern alljes to rein in the Arabs,
who are suspected of plotting ter-
rorist attacks against their home-
lands, the official Associated Press
of Pakistan reported.

"We in Pakistan have declared
our policy clearly that we will not
allow the use of our soil for any
activity against peace and integrity
of Arab countries," Sattar said in
an interview with a television sta-
tion in Qatar.

"Such activities are not accept-
able to us. We...Through our con-
tacts with the Afghan Government
have started trying to identity
those individuals who are using
Afghan territories for sabotage
activities in their countries of ori-
gin.

He said 25,000 Arabs who came
to fight the jihad against the
Soviets in Afghanistan from 1979
to 1989 had not returned and many
were now living in Pakistan.

Some of the so-called Afghan
Arabs are believed to be working
with Muslim extremist groups
allegedly operating in Afghanistan,
which is condemned international-

ly for harbouring suspectéd”Saiidi

terrorist Osama Bin Laden.
Middle Eastern countries have
made strong protests to Islamabad
to clamp down on their networks
in Pakistan, especially in the semi-
autonomous North West Frontier
Province bordering Afghanistan,
(Agencies)
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_ Envoy to Pak.%

presents credentials
By B. Muralidhar Reddy wg(%relmionﬁ 21’;‘124 intefest of

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 16. The new Indi-
an High Commissioner to Pakis-
tan, Mr. Vijay Nambiar, today
presented his credentials to the
Pakistani President, Mr. Rafiq

. Tarar, and is believed to have un-

derscored the need to address
the issue of ‘violence’.

Mr. Nambiar, who till recently
was the Indian Ambassador in
Beijing, in the course of his brief
interaction with Mr. Tarar is un-
derstood to have to reiterated In-
dia’s position on Kashmir and all
other issues of bilateral concern
to India and Pakistan.

The Pakistani President on his
part told the High Commissioner
that the relations between the
two countries could improve on-
ly if the ‘core issue’ of Kashmir is
resolved. Mr. Nambiar told the
President that he looked forward
to development of long term

both the countries.

In an informal chat with The
Hindu after presenting his cre-
dentials, Mr. Nambiar said “I am
looking forward to understand-
ing the complex environment”.

Mr. Nambiar said his priorities
would be to push for ‘people to
people dynamics’ and look for-
ward from time to time to ex-
press the clear understanding of
the mood of the Indian Govern-
ment and its policy requirements
that could help the process of
dialogue.

“My priorities would be to
maintain the safety and dignity
of the Indian mission and per-
sonnel and maintain the dignity
of the High Commission with Pa-
kistan Foreign Office and other
offices in the Government so that
we prevent any downslide in our
relations”, Mr. Nambiar said.

——

THE HINDU
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India, Pak exchange, priso

HT Correspondent
Wagah, August 16

ALTOGETHER 11 INDIAN and
Pakistani nationals were repatriat-
ed here today at this international

border between India and
Pakistan.
Among them eight were

Pakistanis and three were Indians.
They were lodged in jails for vio-
lating . gassport and visa rules.
Some of them were caught alleged-
.ly spying. They had completed
their jail term and were awaiting
their deportation.
Iniualg' 19 persons, 15 Pakistanis
and 4 Indians, were to be repatriat-
ed, but owing to non-verification

by Pakistani authorities seven
Pakistani nationals could not be
handed over. Similarly Indian
authorities were vet to identify one
of their nationals.

All the Pakistani nationals were
brought from Jammu Central Jail,
where they were serving their jail
term. Whereas Indian nationals
were brought from Rawalpindi and
other jails. Among the three
Indians. two ¢laimed that they

WUTE S
Pakistam
mistake  took the Samjhauta

Express and was caught by author-
ities there. All the three had served

by the Indian intelli-
genee apencies aid were caught by
counter-intelligences”

. "Juilin cell meant for 15
One, Rambilas, a Bihari, said he by

five-year terms in vari

belonged to Poonch\area of
Jammu and was caught in\Pakistan
with a camera and some other
material. He spoke about inhuman
conditions in Pakistani jails.
According to him at least 17
Indians were in Kotlakhpat alone.
No medical facilities are being/pro-
vided to Indian prisoners.
Bifililal, of Gurdaspur wys also
arrested for spying activities in
Pakistan, He said at Ra _alp“!ndx

had 53 inmates. Indian prisoners
are targets of Pakistani guthorities

for beating and othef inhuman
treatment,

HE HINDUSTAN TRMES
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IAF man helgl}ér church
blasts, spylng fogxﬁ Pakistan

o

HT Correspondent
angalore A%ust i7

KARNATAKA POLICE today
announced it had arrested a
Junior Warrant Officer of the
Indian Air Force in Gurgaon for
his alleged involvement in bomb
blasts that rocked churches of
South India recently.

The JWQ, Syed Hasan Ur Zama
(50), has “admitted” to collecting
and forwarding sensitive informa-
tion about locations of various
important defence establishments
to contacts in Pakistan.

Police said Zama, a native of
Karnataka, belonged to the
Deendar Anjuman sect, whose
members had allegedly spearhead-
ed the blasts across Karnataka,
Goa and AP from May to July.
Zama was apparently present at
several meetings where the above
conspiracy was hatched.

Karnataka’s State Corps of
Detectives (CoD) arrested Zama,
posted in Delhi. Zama was appre-
hended from Gurgaon. He was
produced before a local magis-
trate in Delhi and is now in CoD

custody, B ngalore

Senior IAF personnel in plain-
clothes were present at today’s
Press conference where the
announcement was made. The
arrest of Zama and 15 others has

The JWO has “admitted”
to collecting and
forwarding sensitive
information about
locations of various
important defence
establishments to
contacts in Pakistan

more or less concluded investiga-
tions into the blasts.

Some of the arrested were also
involved in desecrating statues of
Dr Ambedkar in Maharashtra.
There was a temple and mosque
that were also targeted along with
the blasts in the churches.

% the accused who W’A@,

have triggered off a blast in a
church in Solhapur panicked at
the last minute and threw the
bomb into a well. “We have recov-
ered that”, said Mr Bhaskar.

Except the timing device, which
was sophisticated, the technology
used in the bombs was outdated.,
Mr Dinakar said.

The conspiracy was apparently
hatched last year in Hyderabad. At
that time, the present “guru” of
the group Zia Ul Hassan arrived
in the city from Peshawar in
Pakistan and called his “close” fol-
lowers in the sect where he
announced a ‘Jehad” (holy war)
against India. He urged the fol-
lowers to aim at making India an
Islamic country and for this, they
should be prepared for any sacri-
fice.

The intention was to “create
enmity among the various commu-
nities in India”. .

Syed Hasan Ur Zama (in cus-
tody) was made the coordinator
for these activities. Several “con-
spiracy meetings” were held in
various cities.

fHE HINDUSTAN TiME_
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“India wants
Pak out of

pipeline dea

< With Jran

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ) uefied natural gas”.

Officials said security issues
NEW DELHI, Aug. 21. — India | needed to be looked at very
and Iran have begun talks on | seriously to ensure the supply
the possibility of a pipeline but \ of gas to India was secured.

the method of transferring This was the first meeting of
Iranian gas to India is not cer- the joint committee and the

tain. next meeting will be held here
The first meeting of the India- later.
Iran joint committee was con- Both countries have agreed

cluded yesterday in Tehran that “in view of Iran’s exten-
and while both countries want sive gas reserves and India’s
a tie-up, India has insisted it increasing energy needs, long-
be a bilateral 1elationship, term arrangements for cooper-
keeping Pakistan out. ation between the two coun-
If that is finally agreed upon, tries in the field of natural gas
there is little chance of a were highly desirable”.
pipeline being laid from Iranto Indo-Maldives defence co-
India via Pakistan. operation: Military co-opera-
There can be two possibilities tion between India and
with off-shore pipelines. There Maldives is continuing with a
could be one along the conti- large number of personnel of
nental shelf, but this has the National Security Service
technical and security prob- of the Maldives being trained
lems, in India. About 500 have
The other possibility is feasi- already been trained.
ble, but extremely ambitious India is also supplying mili-
and expensive: of laying a tary equipment including
pipeline at the bottom of the ammunition, grenades, and the
Arabian Sea. Technology for Coast Guard was involved in
such an option may exist, but it training and joint exercises
is believed to be very expen- with the Maldives. The exercis-
sive. : es were called Dosti Seas. The
The other option is the possi- Navy chief, Admiral Sushil
bility of liquefying the natural Kumar, visited the Maldives
gas and transferring it. This is  recently.
a feasible option and is also The Maldives President, Mr
being looked at, officials said. MA Gayoom, is currently in
According to ministry of exter- India and the Maldives has
nal affairs sources, the high- appreciated India’s stand on
level joint committee is looking environmental issues as the
at different possibilities and threat of global warming is a
“these include on-shore and off- threat to the existence of this
shore pipelines as well as lig- island country.

ﬁgnﬁﬂhﬁ

9 7 AUG 20D



Pak. team coming for

y B. Muralidhar Reddy g

ISLANABAD, AUG. 21. A delegation
inent citizens from Pakis-
tan, rgpresenting the non-govern-
menta| organisations, would be in
India on a week-long visit as part
of what is known as ‘track-1I di-
plomacy,’ in a bid to promote bi-
lateral relations.

In international parlance,
‘track-II diplomacy’ consists of ef-
forts made by institutions and in-
dividuals outside the
governmental framework for the
betterment of ties between two
countries.

The seven-member Pakistani
delegation, led by Brig. (Retd)
Shaukat Qadir, president, Islama-
bad Policy Research Institute (IS-
R, would interact with
academicians and intellectuals in
various research institutes in New
Delhi. These include the Delhi
Policy Group led by Gen. (Retd.)
V. R. Raghavan, the United Ser-

Y

ack-ll diplomacy
PN Ho-

vices Institute (a body of retired
officers of the Indian armed
forces), Institute of Peace and
Conflict Studies and Institute of
Peace Initiatives.

The focus of interaction would
be on ‘“‘Nuclear Restraint and Risk
Reduction; Measures in South
Asia.” The delegation members
would speak in different forums
on subjects like ‘future of Indo-
Pak. relations’ and ‘understand-
ing Pakistan’.

In an informal chat with The
Hindu Brig. Quadir said the dele-
gation would extend an invitation
to their counterparts in Delhi to
visit Islamabad and continue the
process of dialogue.

“Itis a modest effort to start the
dialogue at the academic level.
We need not overemphasise the
imperative of such an interaction,
particularly when both the Gov-
ernments have taken a rigid stand
on differences between them.”

T THDU
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Pak bid to begin’

r\,%
NIVEDITA MUKHERJEE /7
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aug 23. —
Diplomatic endeavours have
begun to put back on track the
fractured dialogue between
India and Pakistan though
there is nothing official about
it. Even as former Pakistan for-
eign secretary, Mr Niaz A Naik
gets set to travel to India in the
first week of September to
resume “Track-II” diplomacy
between the two countries, a
four-member Pakistani delega-
tion has arrived in the capital
. to warm up the atmosphere.

The aim of this latest phase of
the 9 year-long “non-official
diplomacy” or Track-II diplo-
macy is to discuss nuclear
restraint and risk reduction in
South Asia. This initiative
comes close on the heels of a
discussion earlier this month
on nuclear safety and security
in South Asia in Thailand (11-
12 August) where both Indian
and Pakistani teams partici-
pated, and will be followed by a
much procrastinated visit to
Islamabad by an Indian team
and another such forum at
Honolulu in September.

The team will hold closed-
door meetings with the Indian
counterparts tomorrow on
nuclear restraint issues and on
the entire gamut of Indo-Pak

Track-11 diplo

ISLAMABAD, Aug. 23. —
Pakistani surrender during
the Bangladesh Liberation
War had been ordered by the
then Pakistani President,
Yayha Khan, and army chief,
General Hameed, comman-
der of the troops of the
defeated army said today.

In his first reaction over the
publication of Hamoodur
Rehman Commission report
probing Pakistan’s defeat-in
the 1971 war, Mr Ameer
Abdullah Khan Niazi, who
led Pakistani occupation
troops in Bangladesh, denied
being responsible for the
surrender. — PTI

relations. They will also
address audience at.several
fora for making people under-
stand the urgency of taking the
peace process ahead.

Speaking to The Statesman,
Brigadier Shaukat Qadir
(Retd), a founding member of
the Islamabad Policy Research
Institute, who is leading the
team, brushed off any import to
the timing of their visit with the
Vajpayee-Musharraf meeting in
USA next month caught in the
“will they-won’t they” debate.

Strongly believing that a
meeting between Mr Atal
Behari V}jpayee and General

T™E STATESHAL
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Musharraf wag urgently neces-
sary, Brigadidr Qadir said it
does not help

countries travel on the same
plane and refuse to look at
each other, “Isn’t this ridicu-
lous? They don’t even shake
hands. Jaswant Singh enters
the plane and refuses to look at
Abdus Sattar who also returns
the compliment.”

Agreeing India has a legiti-
mate cause in demanding an
end to terrorism before talks,
Brigadier Qadir said, “laying
down conditions cannot help to
put a stop to terrorism. “You
feel you have a legitimate cause.
Isn't that itself a reason enough
to talk. I think it was Barak
who said, “I don’t need to talk to
my friends. I need to talk to my
enemy. If you start by saying
that stop this before we do this,
then you are tying your hands.”

Nuclear restraint is utmost
necessary, agrees the team, but
the West’s perception of South
Asia as having reached a nuclear
flashpoint are exaggerated.

“I think both (India and pak-
istan) are pretty responsible
and don't want to go to war. But
I think the apprehension of war
by accident or one which takes
place because of misinterpreta-
tion is very real. The world has
not seen such a paradigm of
conflict before,” said Brig Qadir.

|

atters when
- foreign ministers of the two



& ABENCIES
SRINAGAR, Aug. 24. — At
least 10 Pakistani soldiers were

killed and several wounded
when the Army foiled a
Pakistani bid to attack a for-
ward Indian post on the LoC in
Doda early this morning. The
Indian side suffered one casual-
ty while another was reported
missing.

A defence
spokesman said
jawans saw about
30-40 Pakistani
soldiers approach-

Pak attack
‘on Doda
post foile

STATESMAN NEWS smwceaf,)\\ A

EXPULSION

NEW DELHI, Aug. 24.
— The external affairs

in the past 24 hours.
Five militants and a jawan
were killed in an encounter at
Gosai in north Kashmir last
evening during a search
operation. Forces later recov-
ered four AK rifles, 11 maga-
zines, six remote control
devices, one grenade launch-
er, seven grenades, two dis-
posable rocket launchers, 10
anti-tank grenades, five rock-
ets, 50 detonators and 10
gelatin sticks.
Two militants
were gunned down
at Sawjian and
Saranchi in two

ing the Indian
post at 4 a.m. The
troops fired heavi-
ly on the Pak sol-
diers. A heavy
exchange of fire
followed, forcing
the Pakistanis to
withdraw.

Enemy troops
fled leaving behind
the bodies of two of
their colleagues,
an Army spokes-
man said.

In a statement in

ministry today called in
the Pakistan Deputy
High Commissioner
and informed him that
a Pakistani staff mem-
ber would have to leave
India by 31 August.
The staff member, Mr
Malik Muhammed Raf-
ique, “was found indul-
ging in activities incom-
patible with his official
status”, said a release.
There has been no
‘retaliation’ from Pak-
istan so far. — SNS

separate encoun-
ters early this mor-
ning. Six militants
were killed in
another encounter
in Poonch.

At least two
jawans were inju-
red when militants
attacked their ve-
hicle at Ahlan
Gadol Kokernag.
KLF arrests:
Delhi Police today
said it neutralised
a powerful module

Islamabad, Pakis-

of the dreaded

tan admitted that
two of its soldiers were killed
in the clash and two were
missing.
Landmine blast: In the sec-
ond such incident this week, an
Army vehicle was blown up
when militants detonated a
powerful bomb at Puthkhai in
Baramulia today.

Five security personnel in the
vehicle received splinter
injuries. The condition of some
of them was stated to be critical.

Fifteen militants and a jawan
were killed and missiles and

rockets recovergd in the state

Khalistan Zinda-
bad Force in Nepal with the
arrest of three persons, includ-
ing the sister-in-law of the out-
fit's Lahore-based chief Ranjit
Singh, on 14 August, from a
gurdwara near Parliament
House.

A 2.8-kg high-grade bomb fit-
ted with a timer was seized
from them. The duo confessed
that they were planning to
plant the bomb at a busy area
in Delhi before the Indepen-
dence Day function.

N Another re%ort on yzﬂ/



Fijian Govt. questions
' “Chaudhry’s loyalty

%‘ /\%y Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, AUG. 24. The iDcrim
Fijian Government has launched
a vicious attack on the ousted
Prime Minister, Mr. Mahendra
Chaudhry, for visiting India. “"Af-
ter talking of forgiveness and rec-
onciliation in Fiji, Mr. Chaudhry
has revealed the truth in India. He
will not forget and be will not for-
give,” said a Government release.
“In his fight, he is asking for the
support of India against Fiji and
its people — 1.2 billion against 0.8
of a million,” the statement said.
“He has told India and its political
leaders that Fiji Indians see India
as their mother country. So why is
he trying to be Prime Minister
when his real loyalty liesAlse-
where,” it said.
“Interestingly, those
ans who wish to emigrate, qudue
in front of the High Commissidns
of Australia and New Zealand
at the entrance of the Unitéd
States Embassy, and do not be-
siege the Indian High Commis-
sion. So much for mistaken
loyalty. Mr. Chaudhry, given his
rapturous welcome in Haryana,
should leave Fiji alone and try his
political fortunes in his mother-
land. "', the statement added.
The interim Prime Minister,
Mr. Laisenia Qarase, meanwhile,
has said that Fijian Indians were
not alone in their struggle for

equal recognition and accept-
ance. According to Mr. Qarase,
the May 19 events, rightly or oth-
erwise, were the culmination of
Fijians" frustrations over what
they perceived as the former Gov-
ernment’s discriminatory policies
against Fijian interests and insen-
sitivity to Fijian institutions.

The Fijians, in his view, felt that
they were being left behind as the
country made progress and that
their contribution in ‘sharing
their land” and other resources
was not being properly recog-
nised. “Let me stress, however,
that paying more attention to the
indigenous Fijians and Rotuman
communities does not in any way
mean that we, as a Government,
have forgotten the Indian com-
munity and indeed, all the other
communities which make up 48
per cent of our population, and
for whom also Fiji is the perma-
nent home,” Mr. Qarase stated.

“Let me assure our Indian
brothers and sisters that the cur-
rent political impasse was forced
upon us. What has happened has
happened. It is time we rallied
round in support of one another,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Mr. George
Speight, who faces treason charg-
es along with 16 associates, has
sought release from jail saying
that he was unfairly incarcerated.
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Forces told

to tafget,\‘/

Lashkar

STATESMAN NEWS SE '”‘

NEW DELHI, Adg. 24. —
Security forces are learnt to
have received instructions to
target the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba,
which has emerged as the most
dangerous militant outfit in
Kashmir,

Given that the Lashkar is itch-
ing to take on the Hizbul Muj-
ahideen to “avenge” the abortive
ceasefire, the new strategy is
expected to play a crucial role in
putting Hizbul cadres at ease.
“The message will be clear. Hiz-
bul militants are our own peo-
ple, members of other outfits
are foreign mercenaries,” an
officer said. :

Sources say the security
forces have a fair knowledge of
the areas where these groups
operate and it’s not difficult to
focus on Lashkar. The forces
are also banking on informa-
tion from locals who had wel-
comed the peace initiative but
were disappointed that it came
to an abrupt end.

Lashkar today contested the
police claim that six persons
all ly involved in the recent
car bomb in Srinagar belonged
to the outfit. “The claim is
nothing but an eyewash,” its
spokesman said, adds PTI.

PoK on peace move

The Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir government has asked
India to respond positively to
the “peace efforts” of the
Hizbul and said consultation
with the people of Kashmir
was essential for any durable
solution to the Kashmir issue.

The PoK Cabinet yesterda
said India had wasted a “gold-
en opportunity” to settle the
Kashmir issue in the wake of
Hizbul's unilateral ceasefire
offer and accused New Delhi of
adopting “intransigent and
hypocritical attitude” towards
the problem.

“Instead of taking the benefit
of the offer, the Indian govern-
ment tried in vain to sow
seeds of dissension between

Wbul and the Hurriyat
and other groups,” the
Cabinet said.

25 AUG 2



India, Pak. reposition forces in Dras

By Atul Ane]a

NEW DELHI, AUG. 27. In repositioning their de-
fences in the Dras sector, India and Pakistan
appear to have violated a key confidence
building measure without making any strate-
gic headway around the Line of Control
(LoC).

Highly placed sources in the Government
said Pakistan has occupied Point 5353 in the
Dras sector. Located at a height of 17561 feet,
this feature is positioned right on the LoC -
the agreed interim alignment which divides
most of Kashmir.

This feature overlooks Marpo La, a key pass
on the LoC which India dominates. It also
supplements Pakistani observation of Na-
tional Highway 1A in the Dras sector.

Pakistan had occupied Point 5353 during
the Kargil war. Pakistan, according to re-
ports, had held this feature at least as late as
July 25, 1999, a day before the Army publicly
declared that its intrusion in Kargil was over.

Islamabad’s motive for occupying this
peak is clear. According to one assessment, it
was finding it difficult to keep a strict vigil on
Marpo La without holding this peak.

The sources pointed out that a large tract
south of Point 5353 is heavily glaciated. In-

Ry,

hospitable terrain was, t bfore, forcmg Pa-
kistan to build its defendes five to six km in
the rear, somewhere along the Shingo river
on its side of the LoC, degrading its tactical
profile in the area.

Incidentally, Pakistan has constructed the
Palawar- Bunyal road which straddles the
Shingo on its side of the LoC. Bulk supplies
are off-loaded in the vicinity at supply hubs
such as Guitari and Farnshat before being
sent to frontline locations, including point
5353.

India, in order to neutralise the Pakistani
edge in this area, has occupied Point 5070, a
16731 feet feature located on the slope be-
tween Marpo La and Point 5353. Indian sup-
plies are pushed along a path straddling the
Sando nullah. The rest of the area on the In-
dian side in this zone is also glaciated, in-
cluding the frozen wastes of Pariyon Ka Talab
(PKT).

Despite India’s counter-move, the occupa-
tion of Point 5353 does give Islamabad some
tactical advantage in the Dras sector. Pakis-
tan, for instance, is now in better positioned
to lean on the Indian forces around Marpo
La. The occupation of this peak, however,
does not significantly enhance Pakistan’s ca-
pacity to observe the Srinagar-Leh highway
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in the Dras area. Pakistan, it is understood,
can better observe the highway from its posts
at Point 5108, Twin Bumps and Taimur.

By restructuring their defences, India and
Pakistan have failed to draw any major stra-
tegic advantage around the LoC. New Delhi,
for instance, is not hampered to subject the
Palawar- Bunyal road to artillery fire, as it
occupies Point 5608- a 18506 feet peak in the
neighbouring Kaksar sector.

India also holds Point 5245, a useful obser-
vation platform in this area. By occupying
Point 5353, Pakistan, on the contrary, also
cannot materially alter the status quo along
the LoC.

The fresh deployment of forces in Dras
shows that both sides may have violated their
agreement which was negotiated to termi-
nate the Kargil war.

In one of the two meetings reportedly held
in July at the Indo-Pak. border in Atari, the
Director(s) General of Military Operations
(DGMO) of India and Pakistan had agreed
not to build any “fresh” defences in a one
Km. zone on either side of the LoC.

This was stated by the DGMO, Lt. General
N. C. Vij, at a press conference on July 26,
1999, amid skepticism that Pakistan could re-
nege from this understanding in the future.




Pakistan violated ° act%y

at Pt 5353

Subsequent occupation of Point

5353 by the Pakistani forces left
India little options but to erect
defences at Point 5070, approxi-
mately three kilometers west of the
17,561-foot peak, in order to cushion
its troops at the strategic 4735-meter
Marpo La. The Indian Army also
countered Pakistani moves in the
area by deploying its troops at Point
5245, approximately five kilometres
i east of Point 5353.

R Both Point 5070 and Point 5245
are on the LoC and provide good
observation of the Pakistani supply
route for Point 5353. The same can
be said about Point 5353 as it is the
highest peak in the Dras sector and
provides Pakistani troops some view
of the Indian supply route-along the

hat
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New Delhi, August 27

IN RE-DEPLOYING its forces post-Kargil in the
Dras sector, Pakistan and consequently India have
negated a key confidence building measure of not
erecting fresh defences within a kilometre of either
side of the Line of Control (LoC).

This measure, which was aimed at
preventing undue escalation of mili-
tary tensions along the LoC, was
worked out in meetings between the
Indian Director General Military Operations Lt-
General N.C. Vij and his Pakistani counterpart Lt-
Gen. Tauqir Zia in July, last year.

However, Pakistan apparently first violated this
understanding by erecting new defences at Point 5353,
a 17,561-foot high peak striding the LoC in the Dras
sector. That the Pakistani forces did not control Point
5353 prior to the Kargil war is evident from the Indian
Army’s briefing of the media on July 25, 1999. The
Army spokesman was quoted as having said that heavy
fighting was on to capture Point 5353 and the tri-junc-
tion, both areas vital to gain dominance at the LoC.

A day later, Indian DGMO Gen. Vij said that
Pakistan had not kept its word on the agreed CBM
and was attempting to occupy three features very close
to the LoC. This obviously means that Pakistan had
breached the LoC CBM and used conflict in the Dras
sector to gain d@im)nge of the area.

Behind the News

tributaries of the Sando Nullah to
Marpo La and the two peaks.

But it is still not clear whether Point 5070 and Point
5245 offer the Indian Army better observation of
Pakistani occupied territory as compared to Point
5353. This can, perhaps, only be decided by local army
commanders in the Dras sector.

While the Indian Army has tried to downplay the
importance of Point 5353, it is a fact that the peak is of
considerable tactical impor-
tance in the Dras, sector in
terms of its proximity to Marpo
La. The Pass, which is dominat-
ed by Indian forces, is snow-free between April-
October and can be used as an ingress route into the
Dras-Mushkoh sector from Gultari across the LoC.

The Indian Army’s argument that Indian forces
occupy the highest peak (Point 5608) to counter the
adversary’s position at Point 5353 is of little conse-
quence as the former is some 15 kilometers away in
the Thasgam-Karbu area in the Kaksar sub-sector.
The fact is that Point 5353, located some 11.5 kilome-
ters from the Dras-Kargil highway, provides some
observation of the National Highway 1A.

This apparently was not the case prior to the Kargil
war as at that time only the highway in the Kaksar sec-
tor could be targeted by Pakistani artillery through
observation from Taimur, Point 5108 and the Twin
Bumps posts. These posts are located in the Barbat-
Buniyal area in the Pakistan Occupied Kashmir
(PoK).
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i« Pak. expels Indian embassy staffer

By B. Muralidhar Reddy NJJQ

* ISLAMABAY, AUG. 26 In what is seen as a ‘tit-for-

tat action’) Pakistan today ordered the expul-
sion of a staffer in the Indian High Commis-
sion on the ground that his activities are
“incompatible with his official status’.

The action came within 48 hours after India
expelled a staffer in the Pakistan High Com-
mission in New Delhi on similar charges. The
diplomatic expression ‘activities incompatible
with official status’ is an euphemism for spy-
ing.

The Indian Deputy High Commissioner, Mr.
Sudhir Vyas, was summoned to the Foreign
Office here this morning and told that the In-
dfan High Commission staffer in the Visa sec-
tion, Mr. P.C. Dey, should leave Pakistan by
September 2. India had asked the Pakistani

embassy staffer, Mr. Malik Mohammad Ra%q,
to leave the country by August 31.

Mr. Vyas reportedly told the Foreign Office
that there was no substance in the charges
against Mr. Dey and complained that the
charges had been trumped up as a retaliation
for the action against the staffer in Pakistani
High Commission in New Delhi.

On Friday, Pakistan had accused India of
expelling 16 officials of its High Commission
in New Delhi in the last five years and said
there have been over 80 incidents of harass-
ment, beating and trespass of residence of of-
ficials serving in the High Commission in
breach of the Vienna Convention on Diplo-
matic Relations of 1961 and the accord be-
tween the two countries in 1992.

Pakistan had summoned Mr. Vyas on Friday
and lodged a strong protest against what it
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termed as trespass into the residence of the
Air Advisor in the High Commission by a
group of persons claiming to be officials from
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

Reacting to the Pakistan statement, a senior
Indian diplomat said here that if “we tabulate
the number of cases of expulsion and harass-
ment” in the Islamabad High Commission
they would far exceed the number claimed by
Pakistan.

‘Unwarranted’

UNI reports from New Delhi:

India described as ‘‘unwarranted and un-
justified” the expulsion by Pakistan of an Indi-
an High Commission official in Islamabad.

An external affairs ministry spokesman said
the expulsion was ““clearly a retaliatory action -
and entirely unwarranted and unjustified.”



/ VOther People’s Peace
(\X b

Good news at last from Sierra Leone: The Revolutionary U k Front
has released, much to the relief of their families and the entire coyntry,
the 21 Indian soldiers held hostage since May 2. The RUF continues to
hold under siege two companies of Gorkhas on peacekeeping duties and
it is sad that there’s been very little public attention on these brave
soldiers fighting someone else’s war — or to be precise, enforcing
someone else’s peace. At least, India’s quiet diplomacy — working with
the UN secretary-general and African leaders — has helped free the 21
soldiers, and it is hoped our sensitive international statecraft will also help
bring home the encircled Gorkha companies. The important question,
however, is whether it is worth risking the safety of our men by sending
them to serve in faraway lands, under the UN flag, wearing UN blue
berets. The least that can be done is to give them the same importance as
other men in uniform. Since the government of India is not known for its
sense of history, it has not even published an official account of the Indian
serviceman’s role on UN peacekeeping missions. The Indian armed
forces have been one of the earliest to go on such missions as far back as
the Korean armistice. In fact, very few armies in the world can boast of
such a long, rich, variegated experience of peacekeeping as the
Indian army. Generals Thimmayya, Thorat, Rikye, Gyani, Premchand,
Noronha, Nambiar and now General Jaitley have led many successful
mternational peace keeping missions.

But it is politics and not military factors which are to blame for the
difficulties faced by our men in Sierra Leone. They were sent on a
peacekeeping mission on the assumption that both sitles in the internal
conflict in Sierra Leone had genuinely agreed to the ceasefire. This was a
political misjudgment on the part of the UN and — to a much lesser
extent —our own foreign office. There have been allegations that our
forces were sent in without an adequate assessment of the risks involved.
If they’d known that the war was still on, they would have equipped
themselves differently and operational tactics would have been different.
The conflict in Sierra Leone has been one of the most brutal, with
allegations of untold atrocities on civilians, especially by the RUF The
conflict has involved a number of African countries and diamond
companies, some of whom have been supporting the RUF against the
elected democratic government. The main issue has been of control over
the diamond-rich regions in and around Sierra Leone. It is, therefore,
in essence, an African conflict and the Vajpayee government will have to
explain why India agreed to send a sizable peacekeeping force there,
and what kind of assessment it had. In any case, there should have been
close consultations with Nigeria, which has played a key role in bringing
about an agreement earlier between President Kabbah and the RUF.
It is true that if Prime Minister Vajpayee wants India to play a larger
global role we cannot shirk such responsibilities. But India must develop
diplomatic skills and global assessment capabilities before our men
are sent on such risky missions.

THE TIMES OF INDIA



_~Hostages’ safety comes

v first, says Fiji

SUVA\ JUNE 30. Fiji’s military,
which is preparing a no-go
zone around the rebels who
are holding 27 political
hostages, said today it would
prefer to let the crisis drag.on
rather than enda;fer the lives

of hostages. {2

“It is a crisis situation. If
things go terribly wrong,
people would expect the
military to respond
accordingly,” the military
spokesman, Lieutenant-
Colonel Filipo Tarakinikini,
said. “I would prefer to let the
crisis drag on rather than
endanger the lives of
hostages,” he said.

Rebels led by former
businessman, Mr. George
Speight, have held the
deposed Prime Minister, Mr.
Mahendra Chaudhry, and 26
others hostage since storming
Suva’s parliamentary complex
in the name of indigenous
Fijian rights on May 19.

Mr. Speight has said his
supporters might harm the
hostages if the military
launched an assault.

Meanwhile, an Air New
Zealand Boeing 767 aircraft
from Fiji carrying Maori
activists, who had sought to
offer support to Mr. Speight’s
rebels, was forced to return to
Nadi in New Zealand today
after a bomb threat, airline
officials said.

Leading Maori activist, Mr.
Tame Iti, and nine colleagues
were on board the flight and
radio reports in Fiji and New
Zealand linked the threat to
the refusal to allow the Maori
into Fiji.

“Because they were here on
visitors visas and meddling
into the politics of a foreign
country, the visa permit was
denied,” Col. Tarakinikini told
the radio station.

The rebels have kept Mr.
Chaudhry isolated from view
during the six-week siege, but
today allowed a photograph of
the Prime Minister to be

M 4

The former Fijian Prime Minister, Mr. Mahendra Pal

y u
military

2

Chaudhry, embraces fellow hostage, Mr. Isireli Vuibau,
Minister for Fijian Affairs, (facing the camera) at the
Parliamentary complex in Suva on Thursday. — AP

published in a local
newspaper.

The photo, believed to have
been taken on Thursday,
showed a bearded Mr.
Chaudhry looking frail but
smiling as he hugged another
hostage, a Fijian Minister in
his multi-racial coalition.

But the State-owned
television station TV One,
which was allowed to film
him on Friday, showed a thin,
bearded Mr. Chaudhry
walking with his son,
Rajendra, a fellow hostage.

The deposed Prime Minister
looked angry and dejected
and did not look anyone in
the eye. “He looked weak and
he still looks angry at
everything that has
happened,” said the
cameraman who filmed Mr.
Chaudhry. “His movements
are really slow.”

While residents began

moving out from homes near
Suva’s parliament compound,
there was no immediate sign
of the military enforcing its
planned exclusion zone
around the area.

The military announced its
plans for an exclusion. zone
yesterday after rebels failed to
release hostages on
Wednesday,

Down the road workers
boarded up a large house,
while nearby diplomatic
residences were on stand-by
to evacuate. Military
roadblocks have ringed the
parliamentary compound
since the rebels staged their
attempted coup.

The military is also
considering cutting electricity
and other services to the
compound where some 200
rebels and supporters are
camped. — Reuters
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Fiji military will perfor{ngﬁ; |

w-executive functions o

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, JULY 3. The Fiji military
council will continue to perform
all executive functions for the pre-
sent and at least till the release of
all political hostages. These would
include, national security so de-
fined as to cover the safety of the
political hostages and their re-

¢ lease unharmed. The civilian

Cabinet would concentrate on re-
habilitating the economy, shat-
tered since Mr. George Speight’s
coup, besides drawing up pro-
grammes of affirmative social ac-
tion for the native Fijians.

The military ruler, Cmdr. Bai-
nimarama, today announced the

formation of a civilian advisory"

council in the name and style of a
Cabinet. He and other military of-
ficials took the line that two eth-
nic Indians, who were sounded
for placements in the Cahinet,
had deciined to serve in the pre-
sent circumstances of a certain
polarisation in politics as between
the indigenous people and the
others.

As for constitution-making,
Cmdr. Bainimarama said the
terms of reference as might be
drafted by the Cabinet as also the
names of members of the Consti-
tution Commission would be sub-
mitted to the Great Council of
Chiefs (GCC), traditional reposi-
tory of the interests and wisdom
of the indigenous people. [t
would, thereafter, be the GCC’s
lookout to delineate a process of
fashioning a new constitution and
sketching out a road map for elec-
tions with adequate safeguards
for the natives.

A signpost would be the Malay-

sian model of ensuring the prima-
cy of the majority community, it
was pointed out.

Somewhere along this pro-
posed path, the Fijian military
would set up an all-civilian ad-
ministration even as the GCC
might nominate a new Head of
State or President. With the entire
process calculated to last at least
18 months, the military would,
however, continue to act as the
country’s conscience-keeper and
custodian of security, it was in-
dicated.

PTI reports from

“We are waiting andl watching”
the situation there, a fForeign Of-
fice spokesperson told reporters
in New Delhi adding {'we are as-
certaining the facts”| Delhi has
sought the release of Mr. Chaud-

hry and his Cabinet colleagyres
held hostage since May W

Ship runs aground
By Our Special Correspondent

MUMBAI, JULY 3.A Liberian cargo
ship ran aground offshore the Raj
Bhavan here, but none of its sev-
en-member Indian crew was hurt.

The 4500-tonne ship, m.v. Ven-
tura, was being towed to Alang
near Bhavnagar on the Saurashtra
coast when the line got snapped.
according a Coast Guard source.
The crew were shifted to the tug,
Lauzurit.

An attempt was made teday to
pull out the ship with one more
tug, but in vain. “Auother atteinpt
would be made tomorrow.” the
tug's crew told the pilot of a Coast
Guard patrol helicopter.



|

Indians don’t
figure in new

Fiji Cabm@

SINGAPORE, JUL F]]l s htary
government today annournced the

formation of a civilian advisory |
councﬂ in the name and style of a !

~ Cabinet with-
out any place in
it for the large
minority of eth-

military renew-
: : ed its pledge to
Mr. Laisenia include ethnic
Qarase Indians in such

a civiian set-up. Affirming the
political paramountcy of the na-

! tive Fijians, despite their narrow

majority, the military ruler, Com-
modore ].V. (Frank) Bainimara-
ma, said in the capital, Suva,
today that the 1997 Constitution,
under which an ethnic Indian had
become Prime Minister, was not
being resurrected. Instead, the
new Cabinet, likely to be sworn in
tomorrow to replace Cmdr. Bai-
nimarama’s military advisory
council, would be mandated to
draft the terms of reference for a
proposed Constitution Commis-
sion.

Indicating this as also an-
nouncing that Mr. Laisenia Qa-
rase, a non-political banker,
would be the new Prime Minister,
the military ruler said he would
remain the Head of State, a post
he assumed shortly after staging a
counter-coup last May in a bid to
checkmate the self-styled ‘civil
coup’ leader, Mr. George Speight,
who had seized the duly-elected
Prime Minister, Mr. Mahendrapal
Chaudhry, and others at gunpoint
in the parliament complex.

See also Page 13

nic Indians.Yes-
terday, the

\

-
T



/N o Indians 1n
- interim Fiji W
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DEUTSCHE PRESSE
AGENTUR

SYDNEY, July 3. —
There were no ethnic
Indians and no
women in the inter-
im civilian adminis-
tration Fiji’s military
rulers named today
to take over from the
representative gov-
ernment.

But the new team
still didn’t find fav-
our with George Spe-

\ Cabinet

Com Bainimarama

is bloodshed, it will
be on their hands,”
Nata said.

The Australian
foreign minister, Mr
Alexander Downer,
called the move a
step forward but a
second-best option
to the restoration of
the Chaudhry gov-
ernment.

“We condemn the
overthrow of the
democratically elec-
ted Chaudhry gov-

ight, who warned the

soldiers they would “have blood
on their hands” for not picking
his supporters.

The interim administration,
headed by Mr Laisenia Qarase,
a banker, and appointed by
armed forces chief Commodore
Frank Bainimarama, will be
sworn in tomorrow and hold
power until fresh elections are
held in 18 months.

Mr Joe Nata, rebel spokesman,
said choosing Mr Qarase would
worsen the current stand-off
between Commodore Baini-
marama and Speight. “I fear it
might even lead to a backlash
and repercussions that may be
beyond the control of both the
military and our group. If there

ernment and no
alternative but the return of
the democratically elected gov-
ernment would be regarded by
Australia as acceptable,” he
said.

Speight claims to speak for
indigenous Fijians, who com-
prise 51 per cent of the popula-
tion, claiming the multiracial
government led by Mr Chau-
dhry, a member of the ethnic -
Indian minority, has eroded
their rights.

Com Bamlmarama invited
two ethnic Indians to join Mr
Qarase’s 19-member team but
they declined as their partici-
pation would signal support for
the overthrow of the one-year-
old Chaudhry government.

THE STATESNAN
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ﬁii junta takes on
ggSR%eighi's men

REUTERS, AP & DPA '

SUVA, July 4. — Shooting
broke out today between Fijian
troops and rebels holding
deposed Prime Minister Mr
Mahendra Chaudhry, leaving
at least four people wounded,
possibly dead. Local radio also
reported soldiers loyal to rebels
had overrun a military base.

The 15-minute shoot-out
occurred just hours after Fiji’s
new indigenous Prime Minister
Mr Laisenia Qarase, was
sworn in and promptly ruled
out a return to multi-racial
rule. “The interests of the
Fijian community must not be
subordinated to those of the
other communities and hence
the principle of the paramount-
¢y of indigenous Fijian inter-
ests,” said the new PM.

Both sides claimed the other
started the shooting.

The military said no soldier
was wounded. The rebels ace-
used soldiers of shooting first,
saying they merely returned
fire. The rebel spokesman said:
“They were warned that we
didn’t want the army around
our perimeter.”

The temporary Fjian govern-
ment was sworn under new
Prime Minister Qarase, to

Commodore Frank Bainimarama arrives at military barracks to announce a
new government, in Suva on Monday. — AP/PTI

the anger of the rebels, who
had demanded a role in nam-
ing any new government.
C’wealth move: The Comm-
onwealth has said an interim
government couldn’t replace
Fiji’s democratically-elected
government and asked the new
administration to secure imme-
diate release of hostages and
take urgent steps to restore
democracy and constitutional
rule in the Pacific islands, PTI
adds from London.

On the ingtallation of a civil-

THE STATESMAN
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ian government, Common-
wealth secretary general Mr
Don Mckinnon said: “I can
appreciate the concern of
Bainimarama to address his
country’s problems, ...(but) the

-Commonwealth still expects a

government formed through
the exercise of the democratic
choice in accordance with their
constitution.”

Last night, Mr Mckinnon
sought reduction of the period
of 18 months announced for the
interim administration.



% Speightful Fijig,V

it to the Fijian drama, the army has appointed Laisenia
prime minister. Mr Qarase who is CEO of the Mer-
chant Bank of Fijkwas also on rebel leader George Speight’s shortlist
for prime ministership. Yet, now that Qarase is PM — although he’d
have to share power with his benefactor, military chief Commodore
Prank Bainimarama — Speight has backtracked from his position and
threatened a serious backlash. And Fijian Indians too seem wary of the
new dispensation: Two Indians who’d been made part of the interim
cabinet refused to join it. The military-backed cabinet will hold office
for two years and draw up a new constitution. Assuming, of course, that
the government lasts that long. Right now, its future is threatened by
the shadow of George Speight. Speight has refused to release the 27
hostages that include the democratically elected prime minister,
Mahendra Chaudhry. The question is, will the army declare the
Parliament area as an exclusive military zone and apply adequate
pressure on George Speight to release the hostages, as they had indi-
cated earlier? Till now the rebels have been handled with kid gloves,
and it is quite likely that Speight has some support in the army: Reports
suggest that his team includes Fijian special forces men trained by the
British Special Air Services (SAS). Apparently the Fijian military chief
does not want the army to split, and Speight, knowing this, continues to
aim for total power. He talks of a mandate from the people though he
has never been tested in an election. The only institution to which
Speight seems to show some deference is the Great Council of Chiefs
andeven that seems to be hopelessly divided at this stage.

But, Speight or no Speight, the international community is unlikely
to viéw the installation of the interim government as a restoration
of democracy, and the Commonwealth secretary-general, Mr
Mckinnon, has made his position clear on this. Indeed, the democratic
world should seriously consider applying more pressure in the form
of economic sanctions to force George Speight’s terroristic outfit to
release the hostages. Such pressure might work as the ‘coup’ has had a
bad’ effect on the Fijian economy in the past two months. Last time
too ‘it was economic pressure that compelled General Situveni
Rabuka, who staged the first coup in 1987, to change his discriminatory
constitution to one of equal opportunity. Ultimately, the state of
the economy will be of prime concern for the Fijian chiefs and the
indigenous Fijian businessmen, and they will have to discipline unruly
elements like George Speight. In any case, there has been no real
military coup in Fiji; it is more an act of terrorism committed by a
few desperadoes with support from some army personnel. Therefore, if
the present combined military and civilian ministry is to be steered
towards restoration of democracy, the rest of the democratic world
should give them the capability to resist George Speight. The Indian
government, in turn, should coordinate closely with the governments
of Australia and New Zealand to find effective ways and means of
applying pressure on Fiji to obtain the release of hostages.

— - - - - -
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Army, rebels clash soon after

new ki

SUVA Clashes broke out between
Fiji’s military and
j rebels soon after
the swearing-in of
the interim gov-
#2 ernment headed
by banker Laise-
nia Qarase on
Tuesday. Five per-
sons were in-

jured. There were
Laisenia Qarase no immediate re-
ports of deaths.

Rebel spokesman Jo Nata said
the military had fired the first shot
soon after a news conference by
rebel leader George Speight to
comment on the swearing- in of the
all-Fijian temporary government.
Nata also confirmed reports that
Speight’s supporters in the town of
Labasa, on the island of Vanua
Levu, had confiscated weapons
from military barracks.

The rebels, in a coup on May 19,
had taken hostage 27 members of
the previous government, including
former prime minister Mahendra
Chaudhry. Addressing the media,
Speight said he did not expect the
new government to rule for long. Fiji
Radio reported that gunfire was ex-
changed for ten-15 minutes. “There
is blood all over the place,” it said.
According to rebel spokesman

F1yi govt

Nata, the five injured people were
being treated at a hospital.

Reports stated that after the gun-
fight, there were negotiations be-
tween Speight’s supporters and the
military. However, gunfire was
heard once again later. Soon after
the shootout, people living close to
the parliament complex began
evacuating the area.

Earlier in the day, Mr Qarase was
sworn in as Prime
Minister, provok-
ing the anger of
the rebels who
had demanded a
role in the naming
of the new gov-
ernment. In his

hostages

vt. 1S sworn 1n

“be faithful and bear”truf alle-

GEORGE’S SPITE
@ Five people injured in gunfire
@ Qarase urges rebels to release

Na

giance to the Republic of the Fijian
Islands” during a ceremony ft the
military headquarters in Suvd. Two
members of the Indian minority re-
fused the cabinet posts offered to
them by the military. The army said
the interim government would rule
for 18 months and set guidelines for
anew constitution.

The new Prime Minister is
known more for
his banking tal-
ents than his polit-
ical acumen, al-
though he once
served in the Con-

® Two Indians refuse cabinet posts | £ress. He has been

| the head of the

speech after being sworn in, Mr
Qarase said he had accepted the
job as a “call for national unity”, He
urged the gunmen to release the
hostages immediately so that the
country could begin rebuilding its
shattered economy. The new pre-
mier stated that although his gov-
ernment would give priority to pro-
tecting the rights of indigenous Fi-
jians, no communities would, how-
ever, be excluded in the country’s
multiracial and multicultural soci-
ety.

Dressed in traditional Sulu skirts,
19 indigenous Fijian men swore to

Merchant Bank Fiji and is a former
director of the Fiji Development
Bank.

Rebel leader Speight had warned
on Monday that the army might
have to pay a high price for “com-
pletely ignoring” him. “There’s a
very big possibility of making a lot
of people really upset,” he had said.

Meanwhile, India watched help-
lessly as Mr Qarase took charge as
the new Prime Minister of Fiji even
while Mr Chaudhry and his col-
leagues continued to be held inside
the parliamentary complex by
Speight’s men. (Agencies)
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THE TIME HAS arrived for effective internation-
al action to match the strong words of condem-
nation that followed the ethnic coup in Fiji. The
United Nations’ and the Commonwealth’s con-
fidence that the forces of moderation will prevail
have apparently proved to be misplaced as is the
hope that the weight of global opinion will ulti-
mately work. A new civilian administrative set-
up, controlled by the military, brings no cheer as
the island nation continues to remain hostage to
political thugs. It is obvious that in the absence
of the release of the hostages and movement
toward restoration of democracy there is no es-
cape from the imposition of economic sanctions
followed by a clearcut message that in this age of
democratic plurality there is no going back to the
stone age, that while the indigenous Fijians may
legitimately claim special consideration for their
socioeconomic uplift this cannot come at the
expense of the equality and fundamental rights
of the ethnic Indians who have helped build the
nation. Australia and New Zealand had refrained
from imposing sanctions on the ground that this
would only add to the misery of the people. It is
clear that continued inaction, with thuggery and
looting remaining unpunished, can have a disas-
trous fallout.

All that the international community has
seen in the last 45 days is that a multi-ethnic
Constitution has been changed by a bunch of
gunmen and a democratically-elected Prime
Minister and his Cabinet have been beaten up
and held at gunpoint. Besides, every passing day
confirms that people of Indian origin, who con-
stitute 44 per cent of Fiji's population, will re-
main second class citizens without political
rights. The military which sounded reasonable
in the days immediately following its seizure of
power in that small South Pacific island has
turned out to be unreliable or incapable. When it
took power on May 29 in a bid to quell racially-

WEDNESDAY, JULY 5, 2000

TIME TO END FIJI'S TRAUMA %

\/\/

motivated violence 10 days after the\so-called
civil coup by Mr. George Speight and h¥ men, it
ruled out abrogation of the multi-ethnic\Consti-
tution which had allowed the election of Mr. Ma-
hendra Pal Choudhry, an ethnic Indian leader,
and insisted that the hostages be released before
any talks could be held with the rebels. Through
a series of concessions which ran contrary to its
initial proclamations, the military began to yield
to the dictates of Mr. Speight, conceding all his
major demands: it agreed to the ouster of the
well-respected President, Ratu Kamisese Mara,
removal of the Constitution and grant of amnes-
ty to the rebels for their treasonous actions. The
latest twist has been provided by the banker who
has become the ““Prime Minister” in the mil-
itary-appointed administration, Mr. Laisenia
Qarase. He has declared that there can be no
return to the multi-ethnic Constitution of 1997.
Representatives of people of Indian origin have
rightly opted to stay out of the advisory council,
which will be subservient to the military. The
council will help stitch together a Constitution
that will give primacy to the natives, apparently
on the Malaysian sons-of-the-soil model.

India has waited long enough for interna-
tional diplomacy to intervene and must now get
the Commonwealth and the United Nations to
bring pressure, first for ensuring the safety and
freedom of the hostages and secondly for reviv-
ing attempts to construct a multi-ethnic society.
It should be possible to evolve acceptable consti-
tutional arrangements that safeguard the rights
of the minorities while providing for the unhin-
dered progress of the majority in the particular
demographic situation of Fiji. Solutions should
be found within a democratic framework where
no one is reduced to the status of second class
citizens, where the rights of all Fijians are safe-
guarded regardless of the accident of their ethnic
origins.
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chiefs to rule

ASSOCIATED PRESS & REUTERS

SUVA, July 7. — Rebels hold-
ing 27 hostages in Fiji’s parlia-
ment said today they would
release the captives in return
for the resignation of the new
civilian government.

The rebels also demanded that
the military hand over power to
tribal chiefs — something the
army has refused to do.

A planned meeting between
rebel leader George Speight and
military commander Commo-
dore Frank Bainimarama failed
to take place, but lower-level
delegations from both sides dis-
cussed the latest rebel demands.

There was no immediate word
on the progress of the talks at
the main military barracks
outside the capital, Suva.

Till late last night, military
leaders met with 12 influential
tribal chiefs inside the base.
The chiefs were expected to
mediate in talks with Speight,
but there was no announce-
ment on how their meeting
with the army had come off.

Meanwhile, nearly half the
supporters with Speight and
his gang in parliament left the
compound today, ahead of the
midnight deadline to clear the
area and free the captives.

The military exclusion zone
looked deserted, and only some
200 supporters were reported
left in pariiament with the
gunmen and hostages.

The Fijian military has warn-
ed it' might cut electricity ana

other services to the compound,
and said anyone left inside
after the deadline would be
charged once the crisis ends.

The military is standing behind
Fiji’s new indigenous Prime
Minister, Mr Laisenia Qarase,
appointed to rule for two years
ahead of fresh polls, and has
rejected the rebel demand that
Ratu Josefa Iloilo, Deputy
President before the attempted
coup, be made President. -

Suva remained quiet today,
though rolling power outages
and water shortages continued
across Fiji’s main island, Viti
Levu, following yesterday’s
wave of civil unrest.

Militant landowners had yes-
terday taken hostage workers
at the island’s main hydroelec-
tric power station, causing a
countrywide blackout. The
power workers were released
this morning, Fiji television
reported.

Telecommunications prob-
lems which began yesterday
continued today with Fiji’s cell-
phone network patchy and
Internet services disrupted. It
was not clear if rebels were
responsible for the disruptions.

Villagers staged a sit-in at
the airport in Labasa on Fiji’s
second island, Vanua Levu,
foreing its closure for two
hours.

About a dozen people briefly |
blocked a side road off the
main highway between Suva
and Nata, where the interna-
ticnal airport is located.
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/SETTO CONFRONTY/
c\w\bArmy breaks off talks with Speight ¢

HE army could not conclude its negotiations with Georg
Speight who continues to hold hostages, while Ilisoni
Ligairi, the shadowy muscle behind Speight, says that any
provocation by the military will lead to a bloodbath. One does-
n’t know at what point negotiations came unstuck, because
Speight was raising the stakes one at a time, but if one gives
credence to the junta’s spokesman, it was probably on the
question of naming the head of government and including |
Indians in the interim Cabinet. He also said that there was no
coherence to the rebel propositions. Which means that Speight
is speaking for some military men, businessmen and politi-
cians who, apart from being ultra-nationalists, probably had-
n’t worked out what shape a future Fijian Constitution should
take before their adventure. The idea was to install a civilian
government packed with Speight’s men and that was a propo-
sition that the military wouldn’t buy, because they saw them-
selves as the only force capable of preserving ethnic harmony.
This harmony is now in tatters. The junta did try to induct
two Indians into its interim Cabinet. What the Indians will do
next remains to be seen, but, under the circumstances, they
will be right to conclude that they will never have a political
voice in that country. No safety of life and property and no
dignity. Those who can may be in the process of leaving the
country. Speight and his group are not entirely out of the pic-
ture. The army has created a militarised zone around the
Parliament building and there was some talk of cutting off
water and electricity. Speight’s supporters have seized a mili-
tary base. The danger for the army is a split in its own ranks.
Also, it remains to be seen whether Speight can mobilise his
supporters outside and unleash violence. It is to be hoped for
the }s)e?/e of the country that the bankrupt adventurer can be

stoppéd.




‘Fiji rebels to free hostages

only after new

W\«"A\ N
RfBELS HOLDING 27 hostages i Fiji’s

Suva, July 7

Parliament said today they would release the

aptives in return for the resignation of the

new civilian government. The rebels also demanded

that the military hand over power to tribal chiefs -
something the army has refused to do.

A meeting between rebel leader George Speight and
military leader Comimodore Frank Bainimarama
failed to take place but lower-level delegations from
both sides discussed the latest rebel demands.

There was no immediate word on the progress of the
tatks at the main military barracks outside capital
Suva. Speight and his band of gunmen still hold 27
captives, including Fiji's first Indian Prime Minister
Mahendra Chaudhry.

Although the military has met most of Speight's
demands to disenfranchise Fiji's ethnic Indian minor-
ity, including deposing Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudhry, the first Fijian of Indian ancestry to lead
the country, and scrapping the multiracial 1997 con-
stitution, Speight is still refusing to release his
hostages.

But a 48-hour deadline for Speight supporters to
leave Parliament in return for amnesty was to expire
at midnight and the military said anybody still in the

-authority and possibly civil war.

%O%ﬂﬂlts

exclusion zone after mxdm t would face two years
imprisonment or a fine of US $ 1,000.

Meanwhile, influential tribal chiefs were called
today to mediate in talks between the military and
Speight ahead of a midnight deadline for coup plot-
ters.Speight and Commodore Frank Bainimarama
were expected to meet face-to-face this afternoon for
the first time in two weeks.

Rolling power outages and water shortages contin-
ued across Fiji's main island, Viti Levu, following
Thursday's wave of civil unrest, which included mili-
tant landowners taking hostage workers at the island's
main hydroelectric power station. The power workers
were released this morning, Fiji TV reported.

Telecommunications problems which began on
Thursday also continued today with Fiji's cell phone
network patchy and internet services disrupted. It was
not clear if rebels were responsible for the disruptions.

Also on Thursday, hundreds of protesters massed at
the entrance to Fiji's main military base, demanding
the resignation of the new civilian government.

Military leaders met into the night inside the base
with 12 chiefs representing the protesters. There was
no immediate announcement on the outcome of the
talks. New Zealand Foreign Minister Phil Goff
warned Fiji could be heading for a breakdown in civil
(Agencies)
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" 'Speight
en take
0 more.,
stages

AP, DPA & REUTERS Q‘t W

SUVA, July 8. — Armed rebels
claiming to support Fijian coup
leader George Speight seized
control of the police station in a
town outside Suva today and
took up to 30 hostages, deman-
ding the resignation of the mil-
itary head of state Commodore
Frank Bainimarama.

A spokesman for the hostage
takers, Iferemi Tiko, said he
was a cousin of Speight and
that the action was in support
of Speight’s aims to disenfran-
chise ethnic Indians,

The hostages included local
soldiers, police and government
officials. Nobody was reported
injured and the rebels said they
didn’t want to see bloodshed.

The online news agency
Fijilive said that as peace talks
resume between the military
and Speight’s group, Commo-
dore Bainimarama may step
down as head of state and call
tribal chiefs to appoint a civil-
ian president if the deposed
Prime Minister Mr Mahendra
Chaudhry and his 26 col-
leagues are released and arms
surrendered on the same day.

Television New Zealand said
the military had already aban-
doned plans to impose a no-go
zone around the Parliament.
The so-called exclusive military
zone was to have been activat-
ed at midnight yesterday, after
which time troops were to
arrest anyone entering or leav-
ing it. The deadline was
extended 24 hours and then
postponed indefinitely follow-
ing demands from Speight.

The US embassy in Suva said

today the ambassador Mr Os-
man Siddique was being re-
called to the USA for consulta-
tions. “The USA continues to be
deeply concerned about the cu-
rrent situation in Fiji,” the
embassy said in a press release.

About 100 rebels armed with
tire irons, steel pipes and other
weapons took over a military
checkpoint in Korovou, about
60 km outside Suva, at 8.30
a.m. before confiscating six M-
16 rifles and storming the
town’s small police station.

“We’ll hold on here until he
(Com Bainimarama) steps
down. This takeover is from the
people,” Tiko told reporters.

The rebels also demanded
that the interim civilian ad-
ministration sworn in last
week under Com Bainima-

“~rama’s supervision be dissolved

and replaced with a nationalist
Fijian government.

The military said talks would
resume on Saturday on its offer
to give a greater role in resolv-
ing the crisis to the Great
Council of Chiefs, in return for
the hostages’ freedom. The offer
would allow th- council to have
a say in ¢ ‘ion of the
Presi-ent,a k., condition.

The army has. given Speight
and his suppe-...s until mid-
night today to leave the area.

The rebels set up a roadblock
outside town made up of a
refrigerator, engine parts, a
wheelbarrow and two trucks.

Also today, Speight’s men
closed the main road between
Suva and Nadi, where the
country’s international airport

is located. The army appealed
fox}A{m on national radio.
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Fiji Ar

AT

p~¢OUP LEADER (eorge Speight and mil-
Citary commandek Commodore Frank
Bainimarama signéd an agreement today

to end Fiji's seven-week hostage crisis.

Under the deal, Speight's 27 hostages, includ-
ing deposed Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudhry, will be released on Thursday before a
meeting of influential tribal chiefs. The rebels
also will turn in their weapons.

The Great Council of Chiefs (GCC), made up
of about 50 tribal leaders from across Fiji, will
meet to select a new President, Vice President
and a new interim civilian government to guide
| Fiji back to democracy. The GCC cannot meet
before Thursday because some chiefs have to
travel from remote islands.

Although the hostage release is days away and
any deal could still unravel, there was a general
hope that the agreement would hold.

Speight and his rebels have never before
31gned an agreement despite weeks of intense
negotiations.

Seated at a small table in front of a large tra-

signed first, followed by Speight.

The deal "is not the end, it is the beginning of
a long journey, " a sombre Bainimarama said.
"We must be united.”

Speight echoed his words, saying Fiji's future
would not be easy. But he also sought to justify
his actions. "1 believe what I started reflects a
deep desire in the hearts of all Fijians," he said.

Speight supporters crowded to watch the sign-
ing and those who couldn't fit on the rear lawn
waited in front of the residence singing hymns,
the sound of which drifted over the signing cer-
emony. As Speight left to return to Parliament,
his supporters clapped and cheered.

The signing represented victory for Speight,
who stormed Parliament with six other gunmen
on May 19, saying he wanted more power for
and to disenfranchise the

ic Indian minority.
we are on the verge of something

ditional painting on the rear lawn of the Vice.
President's official residence, Bainimarama;. |

@ly, coup leader sign ‘deal

Fiji coup leader George Speight (right) and military commander Commodore Frank Bainima-
rama {(centre) place their hands on an agreement and pray as they agree to end the hostage
crisis at Fiji's Parliament complex on Sunday. Photo: AFP

 historic for our country," a triumphant Speight

said before entering the Vice President's resi-
dence. Speight and about 500 supporters walked
the one-kilometre distance from Parliament to
the residence. His supporters chanted hymns
and clapped rhythmically as they walked, some
waved palm fronds.

The military will offer amnesty to all those
involved in civil disturbances since Speight took
the top government leaders hostage.

Although Speight was clearly delighted at the
outcome, the agreemept'is likely to make Fiji an
iap” Governments including
the US and key trapfling partners Australia, New
European Union have threat-

ened economic sanctions unless Fiji returns to
full multi-racial democracy.

The deal represented a total cave in to
Speight, who had long called for the GCC to be
allowed to settle the crisis. Military negotiators
already have agreed to most of Speight's
demands, including. deposing Mahendra
Chaudhry, the first Fijian of Indian ancestry to
lead the country, and scrapping the multi-racial
1997 Constitution, =

Fifty-one per cent of the 812,000 population
comprises indigenous Fijians and many
resent the clout of ethnic Indians, who account
for 44 per cent and dominated the ousted
government. (AP)
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/& Speight of 1‘1‘0913@\\&7(

. Fiji’s bullyman George Speight ap}}ars have had his wa

the military. He and his supporters were able to disrupt power supply
in the island and take as hostage another 30 policemen. Now it
has been agreed, as demanded by Speight, that the great council
of chiefs would meet on Thursday and nominate a president and
vice-president. The interim civil government to be formed will
have Speight’s nominees. The military has given up insisting that it
will hold power till a new constitution is drafted. Speight agreed to
release 27 hostages taken earlier, including Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudhry, only after wresting the advantage from the military. The
great council of chiefs is presided over by former Prime Minister
Situveni Rabuka, who, in 1987, seized power in a similar coup. The
constitution he initially framed excluded the Fijian Indians from
power, exactly in the manner demanded by Speight now. However, the
move visited so much economic hardship on Fiji that he was forced to
amend the constitution and throw open power to all. Rabuka knows
full well the consequences of Fiji plunging again into economic decline if
he succumbs to chauvinistic pressures from George Speight and his
followers. Indeed, a lot depends on Rabuka, a former army chief who
commands some respect in the rank and file of the army. It is also clear
that the great council of the chiefs is not united on the issue; its earlier
meetings did not produce fruitful results and leadership. Hopefully,
Thursday’s meeting, held in the context of Speight’s terror tactics, will
help the council of chiefs and the army reach an understanding on
restraining Speight from causing further trouble. The effort should be
to persuade him to abide by the agreement he has entered into.

In the light of these developments in Fiji, the visit of Australian Prime
Minister John Howard to Delhi assumes a special significance. His visit
perhaps aims primarily at repairing the damage done to Indo-Australian
relations by the arbitrary and high-handed actions undertaken by
Australia, following the Indian nuclear tests. Fortunately, Canberra now
realises that India cannot be bullied by such tactics and is now coming to
terms with the realities on the ground following President Clinton’s visit
to India. This is to be welcomed. Mr Howard is now in a position to
demonstrate Australia’s goodwill in making common cause with
India on the issue of restoration of democracy in Fiji. George Speight’s
victory is a triumph of terrorism over democratic governance and
should not be allowed to go unchallenged. Australia is very influential in
South Pacific and its influence should be used to win over the great
chiefs council of Fiji. The Commonwealth in which Australia and New
Zealand pull a lot of weight on this issue should apply pressure at this
stage'and leave Suva in no doubt about the adverse consequences that
will follow for Fiji in case there are attempts at abridging its democracy.

THE TIMES OF INRIA
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ASSOCIATED PRESS

SUVA, July 9. — Fijian coup
leader George Speight and mil-
itary commander Commodore
Frank Bainimarama signed an
agreement today to end Fiji’s
seven-week hostage crisis.

Under the deal, Speight’s 27
hostages, including deposed
Prime Minister Mr Mahendra
Chaudhry, will be released on
Thursday before a meeting of
the influential tribal chiefs.
The rebels will also turn in
their weapons.

The fate of 28 other hostages;
was

snatched yesterday,
unclear, but they may also be
released if Speight gives the
word. The ugw hostages were
taken by Speight’s supporters
in the townjef Korovou, about
60 km outside Suva.

The great council of chiefs,
made up of about 50 tribal
leaders, will meet to select a
new President, Vice-President
and a new interim civilian gov-

ernment to guide Fiji back to

democracy.

The military installed an
interim government just days
ago, but Speight rejected it as
he had no say in its formation.

Although the hostage release
is days axay and any deal
could stifl unravel, there is a

general hope that the agree-
ment will hold. This is the first
time the military has been able
to convince Speight and his
rebels to sign an agreement.

Seated at a small table in
front of a large traditional
painting on the rear lawn of
the Vice-President’s official res-
idence, Commodore Bainima-
rama signed first, followed by
Speight.

Speight’s supporters crowded

i to watch the signing and those

who didn’t get space in tne
lawn waited in front of the
building singing hymns, the
sound of which drifted over the
solemn ceremony.

The deal “is not the end 1t is
the beginning of a long jour-
ney,” a sombre Bainimarama
said.*We must be united.”
Speight echoed his words, say-
ing Fiji’s future would not be
easy.

But he also sought to justify
his actions. “I believe what 1
started reflects a deep desire in
the hearts of all Fijians,” he
said.

As Speight left to return to
parliament, his supporters
clapped and cheered.

The signing represented victo-
ry for Speight, who stormed
parliament with six other gun-
men 19 May, saying he wanted

more power for indigenous
Fijians and to disenfranchise
the country’s ethnic Indian
minority.

“We know we are on the verge
of something historic for our
country,” a triumphant Speight
said before entering the Vice-
President’s residence.

Speight and about 500 sup-
porters walked the one kilome-
tre distance from parliament to
the residence. His supporters
chanted hymns and clapped
rhythmically as they walked,
some waved palm fronds.

The military will offer
amnesty to all those involved
in civil disturbances since
Speight took the government
hostage.

But the agreement is likely to
make Fiji an international
pariah. Countries, including
the USA and key trading part-
ners Australia, New Zealand
and the European Union have
threatened economic sanctions
unless Fiji returns to full
multi-racial democracy.

The military seized control 10
days after Speight’s coup and
installed Comm6dore Bainima-

Y'represents a total
o Speight, who had
led for the chiefs to be
alloyfed to settle the crisis.

/Spelght signs pact
. to free hostages

Military negotiators already
have agreed to most of his
demands, including deposing
Mr Mahendra Chaudhry and
scrapping the multi-racial 1997
Constitution. -

Today there were also reports
that two police stations, in the
towns of Savu and Eaqaga on
the northern island of Vanua
Levu, were occupied by
Speight’s supporters. No fur-
ther details were immediately
available.

The military returned to the
negotiating table following a
wave- of civil unrest.
Local landowners shut down
the largest island’s main
hydro-eleéctric power station
and villagers blocked the main
road linking the capital
Suva with Nadi, where
the international airport is
located.

Fifty-one per cent of Fiji's
812,000 population are indige-
nous Fijians and many resent
the clout of ethnic Indians, who
account for 44 per cent and
dominated the ousted govern-
ment.

Tension between the two
groups rose this year when Mr
Chaudhry opposed plans to

-raise rents paid by Indian sug-

arcane farmers to indigenous
Fijian landowners.
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SUVA, JULY 9\ The Fiji coup leader,
Mr. George {peight, and military
commander, \Commodore Frank
Bainimarama, signed an agree-
ment today to end the seven-
week hostage crisis. Under the
deal, Mr. Speight's 27 hostages,
including deposed Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Mahendra Pal Chaudhry,
will be released on Thursday be-
fore a meeting of influential tribal

" chiefs. The rebels will also turn in
their weapons.

The Great Council of Chiefs, of
about 50 tribal leaders from
across Fiji, will meet to select a
new President, Vice-President
and an interim civilian Govern-
ment to guide Fiji back to democ-
racy.

The military installed an inter-
im Government just days ago, but
Mr. Speight rejected it as he had
no say in its formation. The Coun-
cil cannot meet before Thursday
because some chiefs have to trav-
el from remote islands.

Although the hostage release is
days away and any deal could still
unravel, there is general hope that

the agreement would hold. Mr.
Speight and his rebels have never
before signed an agreement de-
spite weeks of negotiations.

peight, military reach accordy

Seated at a small table in front
of a large traditional painting on

the rear lawn of the Vice-Presi-
dent’s official residence, Cmdr.

The Fijian coup leader, Mr. George Speight, signing an agreement
to end the 53-day hostage crisis in Suva on Sunday. —— Reuters

THE HINDU

Bainimarama signed first, fol-
lowed by Mr. Speight.

The deal “is not the end, it is
the beginning of a long journey,”
a sombre Cmdr. Bainimarama
said. “We must be united.” Mr.
Speight echoed his words, saying
Fiji's future would not be easy.
But he also sought to justify his
actions: "I believe what I started
reflects a deep desire in the hearts
of all Fijians.”

The signing represented victory
for Mr. Speight, who stormed Par-
liament with six other gunmen on
May 19, saying he wanted more
power for indigenous Fijians and
to disenfranchise the country’s
ethnic Indian minority.

“We know we are on the verge
of something historic for our
country,” a triumphant Mr.
Speight said before entering the
Vice-President’s residence, after
with about 500 supporters he
walked the one kilometer dis-
tance from Parliament to the resi-
dence.

— AP

Indian reaction: Page 13
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Speight wan
to he PM

REUTERS

SUVA, July 11. —~ Geo

Speight today said the idey \ s
outcome of Fiji’s eight-week *
hostage crisis would be for him .

to be named Prime Minister by
the country’s traditional chiefs.

“Yes. I believe it would,
because that is the overall
desire and will of the people,”
Speight told reporters when
asked if the best outcome would
be for him to become Prime
Minister. “I would be honoured
to serve my country. That’s
huge, that’s the ultimate.”

Fiji’s Great Council of Chiefs
will meet on Thursday to decide
on a new Prime Minister and
President under an accord
agreed on Sunday between
Speight and Fiji’s military.

Chairman of the chiefs’ coun-
cil, Mr Sitiveni Rabuka, a for-
mer-Prime Minister, said today
it was likely Speight would at
least be included in the new
Cabinet. “There is a chance —
he has been given so much and
I wouldn’t be surprised if they
include him on the list,” said
Mr Rabuka, who will convene
the chiefs’ meeting but will not

Speight: New ambition

take part in any vote.

Speight has said he would
release the hostages this week
as agreed in the accord but
threw some doubt over the tim-
ing of their release, suggesting
it might not be on Thursday as
originally planned. He said the
hostages would be released
after dark to avoid publicity,
but declined to say on what day
“When it happens it will be
very secret. They will be
released in the evening,”
Speight told New Zealand’s
IRN radio network. “I won’t tell

B

you which evening because we
don’t want you people (the
media) around when it hap-
pens.”

The military today called for

calm as unrest flared following
Sunday’s agreement. “We
would like everyone to remain
calm and await the outcome of
Thursday’s events,” the army
spokesman, Ma_]or Howard
Politini, said.
AP adds: Rebel supporters
seized an upscale resort in Fiji
today, the military regime said,
worsening the Pacific island
nation's 54-day government
crisis with the first attack oy a
foreign-owned facility.

It was not immediately
known how many tourists were
at the 28-room Turtle Island
resort or if they would be
allowed to leave, a military
spokesman said. About 40
guests were at the resort. The
guests won't be allowed to
leave, a rebel said.

The military spokesman said
Turtle Island, off the north-
west coast of Fiji's main island :
of Viti Levu, was attacked by
an unknown number of sup-

porters-of George Speight.
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ANX INCOMPLETE ACCORD IN FIJI Wﬂ/

GOVERNMENT LEADERS IN the Pacific island
nation of Fiji who were taken hostage by a gang
of gunmen nearly two months ago are set to
secure their freedom, but the fledgling multi-
racial democracy which was hijacked and in-
carcerated with them, ironically in the Parlia-
ment complex, must wait. The. agreement
reached during the weekend which promises an
end to the 50-day-long agony of the deposed
Prime Minister and his Cabinet colleagues will
be received with relief and disappointment. It
will be welcomed on the sole ground that it
ensures the safety and freedom of the hostages.
When the dispute involves the lives of men, any
agreement is better than no agreement. But the
concerns of the international community, espe-
cially India, remain. The accord that the mil-
itary administration has signed with the rebel
leader, Mr. George Speight, is nothing short of
abject surrender to the guntoting thugs. Most
glaring is the failure to guarantee a return to the
multi-ethnic Constitution of 1997 that brought
justice to native Fijians and the large minority
of Indo-Fijians or Fijians of Indian origin. Mr.
Speight, who led a civil coup on May 19 and
whose storm troopers held the Government
leaders at gunpoint, demanded a say in the for-
mation of the next Government and won. All it
needed for the military’s bluff to be called was
for a small gang of Speight supporters to strike
on the outskirts of the capital.

The hostages, including Mr. Mahendra Pal
Choudhry, the ousted Prime Minister of Indian
origin and the prime target, are to be released
on Thursday, to give time for the Great Council
of Chiefs, grouping tribal leaders, to gather
from the remote islands. A new President is to
be chosen in place of Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara,
who has resigned in disgust and fled the scene,
and a civilian Government will be put in place.
The rebels will apparently gain a strangiehold
on the administration and will begin to dictate
terms. Mr. Speight has vowed to disenfranchise

Fijians of Indian origin and keep them from the
top posts in Government. The developments
are a re-run of the coups staged a decade and a
half ago by Col. Sitiveni Rabuka, now heading
the chiefs’ council as an elder statesman. There
were suggestions at that time which disputed
the notion that the civil disorders had an ethnic
origin or that the conflict was between indige-
nous Fijians and Indo-Fijians. Caught in the
struggle for ascendancy among the native Fijian
groups, Indo-Fujians became an easy and con-
venient scapegoat. The race card, it was stated,
was misleading. The events of the past month
and a half lend credence to this opinion, con-
firmed by the abdication of Ratu Mara, the most
respected of the three native Prime Ministers
who went on to become President. Ratu Mara’s
ouster, coinciding with the hijacking of the
Choudhry Government that he fully endorsed,
perhaps reflects the rivalries among the indige-
nous groups. There were enough manifesta-
tions of the differences and lack of mutual trust
among the eastern and western regions of Fiji
during the current crisis. Western provinces
have declared that if Mr. Speight succeeds they
will secede to form an independent nation.

If the Speight thuggery is not to succeed,
the international community must send the
right warnings. New Dethi will gain some valua-
ble insight from the Australian Prime Minister
during his talks. As Fiji’s leading trading part-
ners, Australia and New Zealand have the lev-
erage to put sense into the gunmen in Suva.
There are other ways in which such despera-
does can be brought to book. The Indian Gov-
ernment has reacted with understandable
caution to the developments in Fiji and, once
the hostages have gained their freedom, must
pursue its quiet diplomacy in the Common-
wealth and the United Nations to ensure that
the Rabukas and the Speights are not allowed to
go unpunished and the multi-ethnic character
of Fijian society is restored and protected.

THE HINDU



Rebels release 9

S
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AP & DPA

SUVA, July 12. — Fiji rebels
today freed nine captives but
retained the deposed Prime
Minister Mr Mahendra
Chaudhry and his son. Besides
the Chaudhrys, all the remain-
| ing 18 hostages are ethnic
Fijian legislators.

The release was followed by
widespread civil disobedience
by ethnic Fijians which includ-
ed occupation of a luxury
island tourist resort and a
domestic airport near Suva. A
police station at Lambasa on
Vanua Levu island was taken
over by Speight’s supporters
and the army was reported to
have dbandoned its military
headquarters in the town.

The released hostages were
turned over to the Red Cross.
“They looked happy to get out
of that (Parliament) complex,”
Dr Bhagat Ram of the Red
Cross said. “They conversed
very well and they have gone to
their homes.”

The release comes three days
after the rebels, led by former

hosta

businessman George Speight,
signed an agreement with Fiji’s
military government to end the
hostage crisis. Under the ag-
reement, Speight was supposed
to release all his hostages to-
morrow.

Speight’s spokesman, Jo
Nata, said the hostages were
released because “apart from
being a gesture of goodwill —
it’s a consideration of security.
If we released them all at once
it could cause a stampede out-
side Parliament.”

“They also had asked us if’

and when they were released if
we could do it at night to avoid
the humiliation of being liber-
ated in front of our supporters.”
Meanwhile, about 200 district
chiefs met with Speight at the
Parliament this afternoon to
discuss nominations for the
posts of President, Vice-
President and an interim gov-
ernment to be appointed
tomorrow by the Great Council
of Chiefs.

Resort guests released: A
rebel group, which seized a
beach resort over a land dis-

«--:F

ges, reiuin
> Chaudhry “.

pute yesterday, has released
the 40 guests held up by them.
The guests, including 15
Americans, were released
today from the posh resort on
Turtle Island where the movie
The Blue Lagoon was filmed.
They were placed on a cruise
ship to Fiji’s main island, Viti
Levu. The resorts’s owner, Mr
Richard Evanson, an Ame-
rican, was still being held in a
hotel room. We're going to keep
an eye on him for a while,” said
Mavi Ratulevu, the rebel
group’s spokesman.
'He said the group might be
occupying the resort for a
week, unless a satisfactory res-
olution could be reached. The
attack on the resort was the
first on a foreign-owned facility
during the ongoing crisis.
Americans warned: The USA
has warned its citizens to avoid
travelling to Fiji, AFP reports
from Washington. The state
department urged Americans
yesterday “to defer travel to
Fiji because of continued un-
certainty and instability result- -
ing from the ongoeing crisis.”
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~Hostages freed, Speight
“'“man is President

SUVA, JULY 13, Fiji's deposed Prime
Minister, Mr. Mahendra Pal
Chaudhry, and 17 other hostages
were freed today after 55 days in
captivity, following which a sup-
porter of the coup leader, Mr. Ge-
orge Speight, was appointed the
new President of the island na-
tion.

The hostages, captured on May
19 when Mr. Speight raided Par-
liament in the name of indige-
nous Fijians, left the complex in
Red Cross trucks.

Independent radio FM-96 re-
ported an emotional scene as the
hostages were released, with Mr.
Speight handing Mr. Chaudhry a
bowl of ‘kava’, a mild narcotic
drink, in a traditional forgiveness
ceremony. “‘All the hostages have
left the complex. They all looked
very relieved. Tears have been
flowing,” it reported.

Soon after their release, Fiji’s
Great Council of Chiefs appointed
Ratu Josefa Iloila, a supporter of
Mr. Speight, as the new president.
The chiefs earlier warned Mr.
Speight they would delay naming
a President if the captives were
not freed.

Ratu Iloila announced that he
will, later this week, name a gov-
ernment. Mr. Speight has said he
would be “honoured” to be Prime
Minister.

Mr. Chaudhry, Fiji’s first ethnic
Indian premier, emerged from his
ordeal battered but unbowed, in-
sisting his priority was to get the
country back on its feet. Asked if
he still considered himself Prime
Minister, he said, “'I don’t know. It
is up to what the people think.”

The martial law spokesman,
Col. Filipo Tarakinikini, said,
“Once executive authority is
handed over to the new President,
the military will revert to its nor-
mal role.” But he added the Army
would help police in “mopping
up”’ operations.

The release of the hostages

The deposed Prime Minister of Fiji, Mr. Mahendra Pal Chaudhry,
walking towards a Red Cross truck in Suva on Thursday after his
release. To his left is the coup leader, Mr. George Speight. —AP

came as indigenous people seized
a tourist resort, Fiji Forbes on
Laucala island. Laucala is owned
by the American, Mr. Steven
Forbes, whose father, publishing
millionaire, Malcolm Forbes,
bought it in 1972. The island
could not be contacted from Su-
va.

One dead in prison riot

One person was killed and 11
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injured after a shoot out during a
prison riot outside Suva today, lo-
cal radio reported.

Prisoners at Naboro prison
have for the last two days held at
least 10 warders hostage. The re-
port said the military took action
after an attempted mass escape.
— Reuters, AFP

Chaudhry unbowed: Page 14



/" w"" A FLAWED SOLUTION

A SLOW MARCH towards possible isolation was
the price that the military authorities of Fiji de-
cided to risk by allowing the ‘civil coup’ leader,
Mr. George Speight, to dictate the terms of a
settlement. Albeit, it was a deal that also in-
duced him to set free the tiny South Pacific
nation’s Prime Minister of minority ethnic-In-
dian descent, Mr. Mahendra Pal Chaudhry, on
July 13 after he had endured a 55-day ordeal as
a political hostage.; A patently undemocratic
bargain was struck by Mr. Speight, a singularly
unrepentant extortionist with a racist agenda,
and Commodore J.V. (Frank) Bainimarama, the
man who not only staged a military counter-
coup on May 29 in a bid to stop Mr. Speight in
his tracks but also sought to advance the politi-
cal paramountcy of the majority indigenous
population by other, somewhat less abrasive,
means. In the event, Cmdr. Bainimarama
ceased to be the head of the ‘Interim Military
Government’ at midnight of July 13/14, while
Mr. Speight got what he wanted as the first sub-
stantive personal gain — the right, in a totally
unrepresentative milieu, to steer Fiji through its
present turbulent times by back-seat driving. It
was a perverse reward he was looking for after
sparking the present crisis by taking a duly-
elected Prime Minister and his associates hos-
tage at gunpoint at the Parliament complex in
the capital, Suva, on May 19. So, it may simply
be a matter of time before Mr. Speight actually
grabs absolute power, despite his frequent de-
murrals about his real political ambitions, un-
less those being catapulted now to new titular
positions with his blessings manage to muster
courage and common sense to prevent that
from happening.

The new executive line-up in Fiji is a blot
on the democratic process while the circum-
stances of its creation have already unfolded a
pathetic tale of political skulduggery. The new
civilian President, Ratu Josefa Iloilo, is a nomi-
nee expressly recommended by Mr. Speight
himself, while the Vice-President, Ratu Jope Se-

niloli, has been a comrade of the chje
taker. These two men have been fo
sen by the Great Council of Chie
highest repository of moral authority ahd politi-
cal persuasion, despite being a powerhouse of
only the native population which narrowly out-
numbers the ethnic Indians, whose presence in
that country dates back to the manner in which
their forefathers were transplanted there by the
British imperial rulers over a century ago. For
the present, though, the leader of the tradition-
al chiefs, Mr. Sitiveni Rabuka, is adamant that
they have not just dotted the i’s and crossed the
t's in a list of new rulers as prepared by Mr.
Speight, even if he wants to celebrate a ‘victory'.
However, the claim by Mr. Rabuka, the mil-
itary-spawned architect of essentially anti-mi-
nority coups in the 1980s, is plainly shallow.

f hostage-

The consternation of the international
community over this charade in Suva must be
translated into punitive action, but only in a
manner that would not penalise the ethnic In-
dians, who command a strategic presence in
the Fijian economy, for a crime they are not
responsible for. Mr. Chaudhry certainly is
known for pugnacious politics, and his first
comment on being released is no less indicative
of a mood to sustain his political spirit and
unite Fijians of all races. But the political cause
of the ethnic Indians, which can be divorced
from the past high-handedness of Mr. Chaud-
hry as alleged by Mr. Speight and his misguided
legion, needs to be kept in focus by Australia
and New Zealand besides the Commonwealth
as also India. Now that Fiji's 1997 multi-racial
Constitution has been buried fathoms deep by
the military at the behest of Mr. Speight, a con-
sortium of Commonwealth countries, with a
stake in that troubled chain of isles, must strive
to prevent an ethnic cleansing of the people of
Indian stock there and punish only the usurp-
ers of power in Suva. A miscarriage of sanctions
should be guarded against.
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(@f\{?«gﬁeight gives up arms, not ‘cause’

SUVA, JULY*14. Fiji’s coup plotters
who laid siege to Parliament and
.held several lawmakers hostage
for nearly two months, surren-
dered weapons today, vowing to
halt civil unrest if indigenous Fi-
jlans dominate a new Govern-
ment. Some 200 traditional chiefs
filled the Parliament chambers to
witness the return of the arms,
most of them stolen from Fiji's
military forces.

The arms were stacked in a
room next to where the hostages
were held until Thursday. An AFP
estimate showed there were 76
weapons including M-60 ma-
chine guns, M-16 and Uzi assault
rifles and handguns. There were
also boxes of ammunition, Clay-
more mines, tear-gas canisters
and grenades.

With the handover of weapons,
the coup plotters will receive im-
munity from treason charges and
other political offences as out-

The Fiji rebel leader, Mr. George Speight, bows his head during

the traditional Ceremony of Forgiveness in the country’s
parliament in Suva on Friday. — AP

lined in the Muanikau Accord.
““This is not the end. This is the

beginning. There is much work to

be done in this country... My ob-

jective was not to come and take
power. My objective was to re-
store power into the hands of in-
digenous Fijians,” said Mr.

Speight. Hundreds of his support-
ers celebrated with songs and pic-
nics inside the Parliament
complex.“There will never ever
be a Government led by an Indi-
an, ever in Fiji,” he had said yes-
terday.

After the Great Council of
Chiefs appointed a rebel- backed
nominee, Ratu Josefa Iloilo, as the
new President yesterday, another
rebel supporter, Ratu Jope Senilo-
li, was appointed Vice-President
today. The chiefs today endorsed
a milifary-appointed civilian Gov-
ernment headed by Mr. Laisenia
Qarase, but Mr. Speight has in the
past rejected Mr. Qarase and his
interim administration.

Mr. Speight said again today he
did not wish to be included in the
new Government, but preferred
his nominee, Ratu Epeli Kanai-
mawai, as the next Prime Minis-
ter. — AFP, Reuters

Sanctions threat: Page 13
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WITH THE a& rrender of the Fijian military ahd the
Great Council of Chiefs before George Speight, the mysterious
circumstances of the May 19 coup have now been fully unrav-
clled in soap opera style. A group of armed thugs seized the
Parliament complex takinf a democratically elected Prime
Minister and his ministerial colieagues hostage. From then on,
it was coup leader Speight calling the shots. When the President
resisted his move, the former was shunted out. When the army
appointed an interim government, Speight rejected the choice.
When the army leader seemed to assert his authority, the coup
leader refused to heed his deadline to end the siege.
Meanwhile, Speight supporters went on a rampage against the
| Indo-Fijian community. Even the military of banana republics
wouldn’t have tolerated such defiance by a self-appointed
leader. It is therefore quite apparent that the coup drama was
stage-managed and a part of a well-planned conspiracy to
reduce sizeable sections of the population to the status of sec-
ond-class citizens. With Colonel Sitiveni Rabuka — who staged
a coup in 1987 — heading the Great Council of Chiefs, the out-
come could not have been any different. The terms of the deal
have dealt a serious blow to Fiji’s multi-racial democracy. Three
constitutions and as many coups in three decades of indepen-
dence have made a mockery of democracy.

The release of deposed Prime Minister Mahendra Chaudhry
and 17 others may have ended their 56-day ordeal, but the pal-
pable fear for the 44 per cent of the Indo-Fijian population has
now only begun. The failure of the international community to
exert sufficient pressure on marauders of democracy has been
startling. Also, the amnesty granted to coup leaders will
embolden other renegades to do a George Speight to the next
Prime Minister. It is a fact that ethnic Fijians and Indo-Fijians
do not share a common identity. But that is no justification .
for imposing apartheid in the country.
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A DAY }}:r the release of
deposed Fijian Prime Minister
Mahendra Chaudhry and other
hostages, External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh today said that India
was interested in seeing a return to
non-racial government in the
Pacific island nation under the
terms of the 1997 Constitution.

This is consistent with the posi-
tion taken by the Government
throughout the 55-day hostage cri-
sis that began on May 19 when
George Spelght and his supporters
took the Indian-origin Prime
Minister and his Cabinet hostage.

India today joined Australia in
condemning the “criminal act”
which led to the deposition of the
the elected Chaudhty Govern-
ment, Mr Singh said: “Our concern
s0 long had been the safety of the
hontaﬁei but now that they have
been freed, it is in our interest to
soe Fijl return to democracy.

After a moeeting of Opposition
leaders convened by the Prime
Minister to discums the Fiji and
Sierra Loone crises, Mr Singh told
reporters in South Block that the
United Natlons had to find a solu-
tion to end the problem in
Kallahum whers 234 UNAMSIL

cacokoepers, 221 of them

ndians, are surrounded by the
Revolutionary United Front,

“We are heartened by the resolu-
tion passed by the Organisation of
African Unity and it is our consid-
ered view that the mandate of the
UNAMSIL on peacekeeping is
adequate”, Mr Singh said,
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Australia, NZ threaten sanctions

Fiji rebels hand

Over Weapors
Suva, July 14 %(&9”&) 1YY
¢ \ ,

FIJI FACED sanctions and slashed
aid today as cxecutive power was
handed to allics of coup leader
George Speight.

The rebel nationalists, who heid
the country to ransom for 55 days,
made a bold atterant to show the
world a peaceful tace by handing in
their weapons. most of them stolen
from Fiji's military forces.

But as President Ratu Joscfa
Iloilo and his Deputy Ratu Jope
Seniloli took over [rom martial law
authoritics, Australia and New
Zealand threatened sanctions.

There was little sign the return of
civiian rule in @ government
teserved for ethnic Fijians would
gucll the rampant lawlessness in
the once idyllic south Pacific island
nation.

Australian  Foreign  Minister
Alexander  Downer  warned
Canberra would not recognise a
government  which  included
Speight or his closc supporters,
while Commonwealth Scceretary
General Don MceKinnon asked
Fijians "to show a rencwed com-
mitment to democratic principles
and the rule of law.”

New Zealand Foreign Minister
Phil Goff said Wellington was
ready to halve its $5-million annu-
al aid budget to Fiji if the multi-
racial  constitution  was  not

gh:,

FAREWELL TO ARMS: Rebel leader George Speight stands in front of some of the many wkapons used dur-

ing the 56-day coup in Suva on Friday.Photo: AP

restored.

The cabinet would also consider
an end to military cooperation with
Fiji and the cxtension of a visa-ban
on Fijian sports teams, he said.

McKinnon appealed to the new
leadership to "work within the
framework of the 1997 constitution
to resolve Fiji's current political
difficulties, with a view to the
speediest  possible  return  to

democracy and the rule of law."

The great council of chiefs, a
non-elected indigenous body,
appointed Iloilo and Seniloli as
executive heads, but Chairman
Sitiveni Rabuka denied the chiefs
had capitulated to Speight.

At a traditional forgiveness cere-
mony inside the parliamentary
compound, Speight handed over
some 60 automatic weapons, 14

e oY - K

handguns and landmines.

"My objective was not to come
and take power. My objective was
to restore power into the hands of
indigenous Fijians," said Speight.

Several police stations remained
occupied, tourist resorts stayed in
the hands of groups claiming land
rights, Speight supporters, contin-

ued to man roadblog ound the
country. (Agencies)
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VICTORY FOR RACISM

\O\K  Fiji Indians on the way out %

DE SED Fijian prime minister Mahendra Chatudhry and
the Yther 18 political hostages have finally been freed
after 55 days in captivity, but their release has not stopped.
the slide into lawlessness. George Speight has won and the
only reason can be that the interim civilian government
installed by the junta did not find the kind of support among
ordinary Fijians that would have helped it gain legitimacy
against the 19 May coup leader. There were protests and some
violence immediately after interim prime minister Laisenia
Qarase took the oath and some of that was targeted directly at
the military, with the result that Commodore Voreque
Bainimarama, the junta head, had to go into a huddle with a
dozen tribal chiefs after his government was officially sworn
in. Strongarm tactics around the Parliament building did not
have the desired effect either. Roughly half the people inside
did respond to the military’s ultimatum and evacuate, but this
might have been part of the Speight gameplan to send his sup-
| porters out and create civil disturbances. What he seems to
- have sparked off is some kind of native Fijian revivalism with
one tribe taking over a hydro-electric station built on their
land and another turning up to reclaim the one on which the
Queen Elizabeth Barracks, the military’s own headquarters, is
built. This might have unnerved Bainimarama sufficiently to
want to conclude a deal with Speight and ward off the spectre
of a potentially bloody confrontation. )
The new deal gives Speight what he wanted — the govern-
ment of Fiji. The Great Council of Chiefs, many of whom open-
ly sympathised with Speight during his face-off with the Army
and whom Speight has been appeasing on a number of points,
elected Ratu Josefa Iloilo, a Speight supporter as the country’s
next president. There couldn’t be worse news for Fiji’s Indians,
because the GCC is dominated by people who think that
Indians are at their pleasure. They denied Mahendra
Chaudhry the honour, traditionally accorded to Fiji’s prime
ministers, to address one of their sessions, on the ground that
he was not native Fijian. They also want the land leased to
Indian sugarcane farmers back, whether they can farm it on
their own is another matter. This may give the signai for an
Indian exodus and what that would do to Fiji’s commercial
infrastructure is hard to imagine. The situation may resemble
the one that prevailed in Kuwait after the Gulf War where the
sheikhs sat around in their overrun gardeng, without water
and electricity, because all imlmlgrant’workers hed Jeft, It will
be interesting to see how the international community, uuat 1s
the European Union, the United States and Australia, Fiji's
main trading partners, react. The reaction may be nasty. Also,
all this tribalism stirred up by Speight may prove counter-pro-
ductive in the long v=n, with the chiefs at loggerheads over the
traditional T1ghts and privileges of their respective tribes.
Fiji's future is bleak. ‘
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HONG KONG: No influential indigenous
Fijian personality has
come out strongly in
favour of either sustaining
the legitimate and elected
government or of preserv-
ing Fiji as a multi-racial
democracy in the face of
George Speight’s hijack-
ing of the Mahendra
< Chaudhry government.
George Speight T Fijian military, too,
proved singularly inept in dealing with the
crisis. Instead of taking harsh steps which
would have forced compliance with law and
order, the military appeared to have suc-
cumbed to the coup leader’s harsh words
and criminal actions.

Amidst all the turmoil, the website
www.fijilive.com kept going, providing the
world with the basic information it needed.
Since there are only an estimated 9,000 Fi-
jians who can surf the net, there was no real
money to be made as the number of hits per
day soared from 5,000 to over 50,000.

Most of those working for fijilive were Fi-
jian Indians who were naturally worried
over their safety. Yet they kept going, against
the odds, keeping the world informed, be-
lieving their moment had arrived. As the
owner of fijilive, Yashwant Gaunder, put it,
“A chance like this comes once in a lifetime,
when we can tell the whole world about the
coup in Fiji—we’ll be a part of history.”

Go to the www.fijilive.com website today,
click on a bar at the top of the front page la-
belled the Muaninkau Accord and you can
have the full text of the agreement. The full
text of the accord tells much—but the
world’s press virtually ignored it.

It is only when one reads the full text of
the 2,740-word accord— signed by Com-
mander Josiah Bainimarama, the head of
the Fijian armed forces and head of the in-
terim military government of Fiji and
George Speight on July 9—that he realises
how much the military government had
yielded to Mr Speight.

One also learns that has, or recently had,
adopted a purely Fijian name, Ilikini Naitini.
Another interesting fact is that he had
signed the accord on behalf of the Taukei
Civilian Takeover Group, a movement
which has always been associated with ex-
treme Fijian nationalism and opposition to a
multiracial polity. Whether George Speight
has joined the movement now to give him-
self a label, or whether he has actually long
been a Taukei member, *~ et to be revealed.

i1 pact mayv create
)’-' BRarvey Stockwin 2\1\0 The oxxe al :

ord had two parts—the
draft of immukity decree 2000, which was fi-
nally gazetted bn July 14, after the hostages
were released, granting Mr Speight and his
associates immunity from criminal prosecu-
tion for “their attempted illegal takeover of
the government” and the accord itself on the
release of the hostages.

In the decree, Commander Bainimarama
justified immunity as “the best practical and
lawful means available to me of averting a
potentially catastrophic political situation”.
Immunity for Mr Speight is further justified
on the grounds of “preserving and maintain-
ing law and order and returning our beloved
country to normalcy”.

The second part of the document, which is
the accord itself, treats Mr Speight as a credi-
ble political force within the overall crisis,
rather than its creator in the first place. It
cites his opposition to a number of issues
considered repungent to the to the preserva-
tion and protection of the rights and inter-
ests of the indigenous Fijians like the
Chaudhry government’s policies, various is-
sues inconsistent with the aspirations of the
indigenous Fijians, and the 1997 constitu-
tion. :

There is not a word justifying the
Chaudhry government’s policies. Neither is
there any indication that Mr Speight was
pursuing his aims by criminal means. There
is also no mention of Mr Speight being cur-
rently before a high court hearing charged
with embezzlement. Not a word about him
being fired from his government job for inef-
ficiency prior to his hostage-taking.

Instead, in return for releasing V

hostages, Speight’s demands were all met.
An interim president and an interim vice-
president, both Mr Speight’s nominees, will
be appointed, the military martial law gov-
ernment will step down, the 1997 constitu-
tion will remain abrogated, an interim civil-
ian government to be appointed to last two
years while a constitutional review commis-
sion drafts a new constitution, under which
Fijian Indians will lose their political rights.

One is surprised at the scope of this sur-
render to criminality. A potentially catas-
trophic political situation still threatens Fiji
for giving in to those who behave like terror-
ists. Simply because the martial law adminis-
tration failed to deal sternly with Mr
Speight—even at the risk of the loss of some
hostage lives— several Fijian tourist resorts
are now being subjected to land-grabs by in-
digenous Fijians, prisoners in jail are trying
to stage a breakout, various other anarchic
episodes threaten, and Fiji’s basic law and
order is thr~~tened.
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Chaudhry wants power

Suva, July 15 uwaY Wil

\Y; A) (A}

FIII'S DEPOSED Prime I\X&ister Mahendra
Chaudhry, who was held hostage Dy nationalist rebels
for 56 days, called today for the reinstatement of his
multi-racial coalition Government.

His stand risks provoking the rebels who
have threatened further violence and
unrest if the country's military does not
stick to a deal for political dominance by
indigenous Fijians.

But Mr *Chaudhry, Fiji's first ethnic-
Indian Prime Minister, was unbowed, say-
ing the country could not give in to such
threats but must uphold democracy, the
Constitution, and the rule of law.

"Our commitment to these principles
requires the reinstatement of the legiti-
mate, democratically elected people's coalition
Government,” he told a news conference at his Suva
home two days after being released from captivity.

"The opposite of that would be to condone an act of
anarchy and unlawful seizure of a Government elect-
ed by the people,” he said. "We don't have much of a
choice." The former trade union leader, who has now

W

‘L‘E § een %
survived two coups in the name of indigenous Fijian
rights, ruled out seeking exile from Fiji. Mr Chaudhry
was Finance Minister when the military backed a 1987
coup against an Indian-dominated Government.

"l have never run away from a problem in all my
life,” he said, flanked in the garden of his home by his
wife Virmati and coalition members, some
of whom had also been hostages.

Mr Chaudhry said it was too early to
reveal how he hoped to regain power, with
meetings to be held next week with coali-
tion partners to consider possibilities. He
is expecting strong support from the inter-
national ~ community,  particularly
Australia, New Zealand, the United States
and United Kingdom, which have also
called for his reinstatement. "I think they
have made their position clear...They will
not sit back and let this incident here just go by," he
said, adding their action could be to isolate Fiji and
impose sanctions. "I did not appoint myself Prime
Minister, I was elected by the people of this country,”
he said. He admitted to fearing for his life while being
held hostage, but said his country had gone through a
greater trauma. (Reuters)




Violence rages :
in Spice Islagpds
< “9 W\
JAKARTA, JULY 16. At least 21 people
died in fighting between Chris-
tians and Muslims in Indonesia’s
ravaged Spice Islands as the lat-
est bloodshed entered its fourth

day, with at least 14 deaths re-
ported yesterday alone.

Residents said gunshots and
explosions echoed across the
once-picturesque  harbourside
city of Ambon today and thick
piles of smoke choked the air as
mobs rampaged and torched
buildings. Y

“A church was burney down

still on the rampage atthcking
Christian villages,” said S§mmy
Waileruny, a lawyer for the Com-
munion of Churches in the Mo-
luccas, adding eight Christians
were killed on Saturday.

A Muslim leader said at least
six Muslims died. “The Chris-
tians are attacking a Muslim vil-
lage, they also threw bombs into
a boarding house of Muslim po-
lice,” said Mr. Malik Selang, chief
of the Indonesian Ulemas Coun-
cil, in the Moluccas.

The latest killings bring the
death toll from the four days of
fighting in the main city of the
Moluccas to at least 21.

The thousands of police and
soldiers in the area have been
unable to end the unrest.

Both sides accuse the police
and the army of incompetence
and joining the fighting in the is-
lands, about 2,300 km east of Ja-

karta.
‘Rogue army officers’

In an interview published yes-
terday, the Defence Minister, Mr.
Juwono Sudarsono, blamed
rogue army officers for inflaming
the religious war and urged their
sacking.

“There are some, or even
many, members of the army, ac-
cording to information gathered
from both of the warring camps,
who have become a major cause
of the clashes,” the Jakarta Post
quoted Mr. Sudarsono saying.

He said some soldiers had
been ‘uncontrollable factors’ in
the bloodshed from the time it
erupted in January 1999 after a
dispute between a Christian bus
driver and a Muslim passenger.

Thousands have since been
slaughtered, many unarmed
men, women and children, and
tens of thousands have fled the
once idyllic Moluccas for squalid
refugee camps in neighbouring
provinces.

Last month, almost 500 Chris-
tian refugees fleeing the north-
'rn Moluccas died when their
wvercrowded ferry sank in rough
2as just kilometres away from
ie safety of neighboyring Sula-
esi, — Reuters )‘

(Y HINDU
s . o7

3 ;
4 imd e 3 F

17 Jyy 20



iji rebel

rebels, who held the deposed
Prime Minister, Mr. Mahendra
Chaudhry, hostage for two
months, today warned of further
unrest, if their choices were not
met for a new Government ex-
pected to be announced this
week.

Rebel spokesman, Mr. Jo Nata,
said nationalist supporters could
“escalate” previous protest ac-
tion by occupying key infrastruc-
ture operations and blocking
major roads if their demands
were not met.

“We are serious about what we
did (the coup),” Mr. Nata told re-
porters.

“We have come too far to com-
promise, so much so that we may
not be able to control our people
if the wrong people are put in
Government,” he said.

After weeks of tense wrangling,
i last week the military struck a

deal with the rebels, led by busi-
nessman Mr. George Speight,
which saw Chaudhry and 17 other
hostages released after 56 days in
captivity.

The military gave in to almost
all of the rebels’ demands which
are aimed at enshrining indige-
nous Fijian power and stripping

S warn

SUVA, JULY 16. Indigenous Qijian'

|
ethnic-lndi‘ans ?a politic{lr!r:k/.T

Mr. Chaudjry on Saturday
called for reijstatement of his
coalition Government, saying
otherwise Fiji would be bowing to
an act of anarchy.

However, Mr. Nata said it
would be impossible, as the mul-
ti-racial Constitution, which had
enabled Mr. Chaudhry’s election,
had now been abrogated.

The U.S. said today that it
would look to Australia to take the
lead in action against Fiji.

“We will look to Australia for
leadership in terms of what action
or reaction should be taken,” the
U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. Wil-
liam Cohen, told Channel Nine's
Sunday programme.

“We will cooperate very much
in coordinating the kind of re-
sponse which will be important in

Chaudhry’s advice

Meanwhile, Mr. Chaudhry, the
first ethnic Indian to lead Fiji, says
he would not try to dissuade the
ethnic Indian minorities from
leaving the south Pacific nation as
it moves to turn them into sec-
ond- class citizens.

ther unrest

“T'am hardly in a position to
advise them otherwise,” said Mr.
Chaudhry.

“Any community that has gone
through this twice, it's a natural
thing for them to want to find a
safe home,” Mr. Chaudhry said
on Saturday, referring to earlier
coups in 1987.

He said the decision to disen-
franchise the Indian minority and
guarantee the superiority of in-
digenous Fijians had ““torn the ve-
ry fabric of society,’— Reuters,

AP
Fouﬂilled in

ammunition depot
‘accident’

CHANDIGARH, JULY 16. Four people,
including a Junior Commissioned
Officer and a Jawan, were killed in
an “accident” in the ammunition
depot in Bathinda today, a De-
fence spokesman said here.

The other two victims were ci-
vilian labourers, he said. The acci-
dent occurred at 1015 hrs when
unserviceable ammunition was
being destroyed, the spokesman
said. — PTI
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~Speight warns
& new Govt.w |
of backlasht}

SUVA, JULY 18. The civil coup lead-
er, Mr. George Speight, today
raised the spectre of fresh turmoil
in the Pacific nation after he was
sidelined from a new Government
appointed to end two months of
political unrest.

The new administration con-
tained one active supporter of Mr.
Speight’s May 19 coup against the
country’'s first ethnic Indian
Prime Minigter, Mr. Mahendra
Chaudhry. G4 XY .

It also contains a member of
the large Indian minority, Mr. Ge-
orge Shiu Raj, and is headed by
the Prime Minister, Mr. Laisenia
Qarase, whom Mr. Speight had
bitterly opposed when he was ap-
pointed Interim Premier earlier.

Ratu Josefa Ilolio, sworn in as
the President, ruled out the rein-
statement of Mr. Chaudhry but
said he had named a team to re-
flect Fiji’s multi-ethnic make-up.

Flji's rebel leader, Mr. George
Speight (Right), greets the
country’s new President, Ratu
Josefa llollo, after he was
sworn in during a ceremony in
Suva on Tuesday. — Reuters

Within hours of the new Gov-
ernment being announced, Mr.
Speight attacked its composition
as a betrayal of what the coup was
supposed to achieve — exclusion
of Indians from power — and an
attempt to sideline him.

“They are treading on some
dangerous ground,” he warned.

“It will result in a backlash. I think |

some of the people are trying to
do me in and they are going to
meet with some very strong re-
sistance.” The potential for fur-
ther unrest was underlined by
reports that 100 Indian families
had fled from an area north of Su-
va where Mr. Speight has strong
support. The Fiji Times said Indi-
ans in the Dawasamu area of Tai-
levu had their properties torched,
cars stolen, and cattle slaughter-
ed. Australia today followed New
Zealand’s lead by slashing its aid
to Fiji and curtailing military
cooperation. — AFP
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“India steadfast ove
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Udayan Namboodiri
New Delhi, July 18

THE NEWS of the appointment
of a "moderate” interim cabinet in
Fiji has not caused much cheer
here as India continues to main-
tain that nothing short of total
return to the 1997 Constitution
that assured democratic rights to
Indian-origin Fijians would satisfy
New Delhi. However, for the time
being, India is withholding its
comment on the development.

A senior External Affairs
Ministry  official  said  the
Australian and New Zealand
response in announcing trade and
non-humanitarian sanctions
against Fiji had been done in con-
sultation with India. Fearing a
backlash against the 43.6 per cent
Indian-origin Fijians, India has
desisted from playing a role that
may be viewed as offensive by the
Melanesians who now control the
country with the aid of the Army.

"We don't want to make it appear

Y

like an Indo-Fiji standoff.
Commonwealth countries havi
leverage on Fiji are doing that i
consultation with India," the offi-
cial said. This has been the more-
or-less consistent Indian position
since the second week of the
hostage crisis that began on May
19 with the attack on Parliament by
Speight and his supporters.

In fact, External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh has objected the
nomenclature "ethnic Indians”
attached to the minorities of
Indian origin. He has structured a
response to the growing question
about New Delhi's responsibility
based on the premise that the
descendants of Indian settlers on
the island are no longer Indian but
Fijian citizens with a right to as
much democratic and political
rights as the Melanesians.

Pursuing this lead. India wants
pluralism in Fiji upheld by its new
rulers. New Delhi is not recognis-
ing the regime under new
President Josefa Iloilo and main-

iji stand

tains that the deposed Prime
Minister Mahendra Chaudhry
should be reinstated.

"India is in touch with moderate
and liberal politicians in Fiji,
beyond this we cannot do much.
Hitting back with trade sanctions
in our view is counter-productive
as it would hurt Indian origin
Fijians. Of particular concern to
India is the continued exchange of
visits of ordinary people between
the two countries which should not
be obstructed by the military
regime," the official said.

India also agrees with the
Australian explanation that a 30
per cent aid cut combined with
trade, defense and sporting sanc-
tions would be enough for the time
being. Last month, the Secretary
(Economic Relations) in the MEA
visited Canberra and was briefed
by his counterparts in the Foreign
Ministry there that impoverishing
Fiji would serve no purpose but on
the other hand would strengthen
the position of the military.




‘New government named in ki
Indians in the cabln
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no ethnic

SUVA: Fiji took another major sep on Tuesday to-
wardsS stripping its ethnic Indian minority of power
and still nationalist coup leader George Speight was
not satisfied. Mr Speight predicted more civil unrest
after he objected to 20-member cabinet installed by
{ the country’s newly appointed president that included
at least two of his supporters and no ethnic Indians.

“It will result in a backlash,” he said. “They are
treading on some dangerous ground. I think they are
going to meet some stiff resistance.” Asked if Fiji could
expect a return to unrest, Mr Speight said, “I am pre-
dicting it. The fun is just beginning.”

There were no immediate reports of unrest follow-
ing Mr Speight’s comments and it remains to be seen
how much support he still commands since virtually all
of his demands have been met. Mr Speight said
enough of his supporters weren’t in the cabinet and he
objected to not having been adequately consulted in
the process of formulating the lineup. According to a
statement released by President Ratu Josef Iloilo’s of-
fice, members of Fiji’s ethnic Indian minority initially
accepted cabinet posts but later withdrew “due to con-

cern for the safety of their families”. The only Indian
involved in the new administration will be George
Shiu Raj, who was appointed one of two assistant min-
isters for multiethnic affairs —a non-cabinet post.

One foreign diplomat, speaking on condition of
anonymity, described the lineup as “largely nationalist
but not radically so”. The absence of ethnic Indians
and presence of Speight supporters in the cabinet is
likely to prompt more nations to follow New
Zealand’s lead and slap sanctions on Fiji to press for a
return to multiracial democracy.

Meanwhile, Australia announced it would slash non-
humanitarian aid to Fiji, cut most military ties, impose
travel bans on students and athletes, and recall its most
senior diplomat for consultations. Prime minister
Laisenia Qarase stayed in the post he was appointed to
just last week, heading an unelected interim govern-
ment that has a mandate to guide Fiji to elections in
about 18 months. Qarase has released a blueprint for
Fiji’s future guaranteeing political superiority and af-
firmative action for indigenous Fijians and promising
redistribution of resources to benefit them. @p) .
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REUTERS

SUVA, July 19. — Fiji’s new
Prime Ministen said today that
the swearing-in of his govern-
ment had been postponed be-
cause the President was 1ill.
But nationalist rebels threat-
ening new unrest declared they
had forced the delay.

The rebels, who held Fiji’s
first ethnic Indian Prime
Minister Mr Mahendra Chau-
dhry hostage at gunpoint for 56
days to win more rights for
indigenous Fijians, say they
were promised a larger role in
the government but were dou-
ble-crossed. The ceremony had
been cancelled because they
were unhappy with the list of
new ministers, they added.

“This thing is in its last days.
All we want is for them to talk
to us before they do anything
with the new cabinet,” rebel
spokesman Joe Nata said.

“We are prepared to do some-
thing dramatic again. Don’t
forget, we took over parliament
and held hostages for what we
believed in,” he said.

Rebel leader George Speight
said he was disappointed he
was not consulted before the

- ° Voo Y
~Speight pressure
holds up new govt
oo, swearing=in

George Speight

government was announced
yesterday and would meet mili-
tary-backed Prime Minister Mr
Laisenia Qarase and ailing
President Mr Ratu Josefa Jloilo
later today. “We're looking for
a solution that’s good for Fiji
but more particularly that’s
good for our people,” Speight
told Sky TV in Australia.

UK, Australia sanctions

Britain recalled its high com-
missioner in Fiji yesterday in
protest against the new civilian
government in Suva that

includes sympathisers of the
coup attempt by George
Speight, The Times, London
adds from Sydney.

Mr John Battle, the foreign
office minister, announced in
London that Mr Michael
Dibben, the British ambas-
sador, would return amid con-
cern that the resolution of Fiji’s
hostage crisis had distorted the
democratic process in the
South Pacific island.

Australia also announced
sanctions against Fiji. Anxious
to take a stand but reluctant to
cause serious damage to Fiji’s
ailing economy, Canberra
opted for token measures that
will affect defence ties, bilater-
al aid programmes and sport-
ing links. Australia will urge
Britain not to let Fiji play in
the Rugby League World Cup,
but there will be no ban on
Fiji’s participation in the
Olympic Games in Sydney
later this year.

Speight accused Canberra of
being hypocritical with its
sanctions, which will alse tar-
get the rebel leader’s own busi-
ness interests and forbid him
from re-entering Australia

V\;here he has two children. z ,
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New Delhi, July 29 ( euters)
Fiji nationalist rebel leader
George Speight said today he was
looking to India for help in pro-
moting indigenous Fijians at the
expense of a large ethnic Indian
minority.

Speight, who stormed parlia-
ment on May 19 in the name of Fi-
jian rights taking ethnic Indian
prime minister Mahendra
Chaudhry hostage, appeared to be
looking at India’s affirmative ac-
tion programme to aid its poor
and low castes as inspiration.

“I want people who could give
the interest of Fiji paramount im-
portance, including economic and
political policies,” he told India’s
Star News television channel.

“In fact we will be asking India
for some assistance in relation to
how we implement those policies
on behalf of Fijians, because it
happens there in India,” he said.

“We will be looking at econom-
ic assistance, assistance todo with
the formulation of laws and poli-
cies and social ideas that promote
the ethnic interest of indigenous
people...because I am sure that is
what happens in India.”

He did not elaborate.

Speight released his hostages,
Chaudhry and most of his cabinet,
last week after Fiji’s traditional
Great Council of Chiefs met his de-
mands to end ethnic Indian politi-

cal influence and installed an in-

’S help

digenous president. '

Speight accused Chaudhry,
whose ancestors belong to the
Haryana state bordering Delhi, of
destroying the ethnic Fijian cul-
ture and trying to impose Indian
supremacy. The rebels wanted
ethnic Indians who make up 44
per cent of the population stripped
of all political power.

Fiji’s political crisis showed no
signs of easing this after new
Prime Minister Laisenia Qarase
was reported in a local newspaper
as having refused to meet Speight.

Chaudhry plea

Mahendra Chaudhry said
today he had sought international
help to restore his multi-racial
coalition and spoke of options
such as a government-in-exile.

“We are the legitimately-elect-
ed government and what we are
seeking 1is our restoration,”
Chaudhry told Reuters in an in-
terview after holding a meeting of
his deposed cabinet in this coastal
town on the west coast of Fiji’s
main island Viti Levu.

He said he had been in contact
with the Commonwealth, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and the US
seeking help in restoring democ-
racy to the racially-divided South
Pacific nation. Chaudhry said he
was considering options such as
creating a separate government
or even a government-in-exile.




T is rather symbolic the two-
month long hostage crisis in Fiji,
described in tourist brochures as
“paradise on earth”, ended with
the funeral of Kolimio Tabua, a Fijian
army deserter who was caught in the
cross-fire when the military tried to
evict rebels from the Parliament com-
plex in Suva. In any civilised democ-
racy, Tabua would have been court-
martialled (and convicted,fo h1g
treason. Ql)l
His burlal at \the e trance to
Parliament Houde with full state
honours at the instance of George
Speight, who led the coup agamst the
one-year-old popularly elected
People’s Coalition government
of Mahendra Pal Chaudhry,
turning the seat of govern-
ment into a cemetery, signi-
fies the death of democracy
and a return to the pre-colo-
nial style of rule by the tribal
chiefs in Fiji.
For a proper appreciatio:
the current political tur

understand the chief syste:
which hag survived nearl

nial rule. When European adventur-
ers reached the South Pacific, the
Malanesian and Polynesian people
scattered over the islands which con-
stitute today’s Fiji were divided into
separate states, each ruled by a high
chief. Ratu (chief) Seru Cakobau of
Ba, who embraced Christianity in
1854, had emerged as the most pow-
erful of the high chiefs and he pro-
claimed himself as Tui Viti (King of
Fiji). The entire population of Fiji fol-
lowed the lead of Ratu Cakobau and
accepted Christianity as their reli-
gion.

In 1874, Cakobau, in consultation
with the other chiefs, ceded the
islands to Queen Victoria of England,
acknowledging her as the Supreme
Chief. It was a rare case of colonisa-
tion by invitation and not by con-
quest. The British found it expedient
to let the chiefs retain the power they
traditionally exercised and formed
the Great Council of Chiefs. The first
constitution of independent Fiji,

adopted in 1970, gave a special role to
the Great Council of Chiefs in safe-
guarding the interests of indigenous
Fijians and in preserving their politi-
cal hegemony.

It is to this Great Council of Chiefs
that Speight entrusted the task of
legitimising the overthrow of
Chaudhry from the office of Prime
Minister in the name of “restoring”
the country to ethnic Fijians. But

L

Speight is the least
qualified to play the
| indigenous card. He is
[ not a thoroughbred
ethnic Fijian. His
grandfather was a
white New Zealander
and his wife an
Australian. His chil-
dren reside in Australia and hold citi-
zenship of that country. To promote
his image as a full-blooded native, he
has given himself the Fijian name
Ilikini Naitini, but people prefer to
call him George Speight. He had
become notorious for swindling mil-
lions of dollars of the nation. He
wants Fiji declared a Christian
nation in which{Hindus and Muslims
will have no political role to play

The Taukei Civilian Takeover Group
under whose banner Speight and his
gunmen took 31 hostages, including
Chaudhry, was the brainchild of
Colonel Sitiveni Rabuka who staged
Fiji’s first military coup in 1987, pro-
moted himself to the rank of Major-
General and held the reins of power
for 12 years until his party, the
Sequoseqo Vakavulewa Taukei, was
defeated in the 1999 election by the
People’s Coalition of Mahendra
Chaudhry. The Fiji Labour Party,
leader of the coalition, is a multi-
racial organisation whereas the
Fijian Association Party and the
Party of National Unity, constituents
of the three-party coalition, are par-
ties of ethnic Fijians. Surprisingly,
the National Federation Party of
Fijians of Indian origin, was routed at
the polls. Ethnic Fijians are sensitive
to being ruled by Indo-Fijians who
already dominate the country’s econ-
omy trade and the professions.
Rabuka learnt the art of staging

@

College in Coonoor which admitted
him under the foreign military offi-
cers’ exchange programme in 1977-
78. He made use of the opportunity to
obtain a masters degree in Defence
and Strategic Studies from Madras
University. The topic of his disserta-
tion was “How to stage a successful
coup”. On returning to Fiji, he tried
his hand at putting into practice
what he learnt in India by staging a
coup against the duly elected Labour
Party government of the late Timoci
Bavandara in 1987 and became
Prime Minister in 1990 under a
racist constitution which replaced the
1970 constitution.

Bavandara had made the fatal mis-
take of declaring Fiji a nuclear-free
zone. It was the time New Zealand
and the smaller South Pacific island
states had also declared themselves
nuclear-free zones, thus denying the
USA the use of their ports. The USA
found in Rabuka a kindred soul. Fiji
became the recipient of the highest
per capita foreign aid in the world.
But only a fraction of this money was
spent on development work. The
Rabuka regime excelled in crony cap-
italism and corruption and the ordi-
nary ethnic Fijians, whose cause his
Soqosogo Vakavulewa Taukei (SVT)
espoused, became more impoverished
than ever before.

George Speight, whose father was a
minister in the SVT government, was
made chairman of a couple of lucra-
tive government corporations whose
coffers he had emptied and was fac-
ing legal proceedings. Chaudhry
relieved Speight of his posts. The 19
May coup was an attempt by the SVT
to capture power that it had lost by
the ballot with the help of the bullet.

coups at the Defence Services Staff

THE FiJI CONUNDRUM: (Clockwise) Coup
leader George Speight , always trying to pro-
mote his image as a full-blooded native;
recently indected members of the interim
Cabinet, comprisiitg mainly ethnic Fijians;
ousted Prime Minister Mahendra Chaudhry;
troops destroy a pornography video outside
the Parliament complex
in Suva after the hostage crisis changed the
political scenario and Sitiveni Rabuka, who
staged the first successful coup in the
Pacific Island nation.

Chaudhry, soon after assuming
power, declared his government’s
intention of ordering an inquiry into
the missing millions in foreign aid.
Preliminary investigations revealed
that much of the money had gone to
line the pockets of Rabuka who, while
in power, also managed to get himself
installed as chairman of the Great
Council of Chiefs, though he is not a
Ratu himself. Rabuka had recruited
Speight, a fugitive from justice, as the
hatchet man to stage the coup, and
Speight, in turn, had left all major
decisions to the Great Council of
Chiefs.

The gunmen who accompanied
Speight to the Parliament complex on
19 May to hijack the government
belonged to the elite Counter
Revolutionary Warfare Unit of Fiji’s
armed forces. They had free access to
the military armoury, thanks to the
Rabuka connection. The Great
Council of Chiefs, which included
Fiji’s first Prime Minister, Ratu Sir
Kamisese Mara, who was the coun-
try’s President at the time of the
coup, yielded to every demand by
Speight. Not one of thé chiefs con-
demned Speight for his terrorist
activities. The military also went
along with the rebels. There was
none to speak for the Indo-Fijians in
the confabulatious that followed and
in the formation of the interim gov-
ernment.

At the time of the first coup in 1987,
Indo-Fijians outnumbered indigenous
Fijians. There was an exodus of Indo-
Fijians which reduced their strength
to 44 per cent of the population. More
Indo-Fijians are planning to migrate,
which would further alter the demo-
graphic profile in favour of ethnic
Fijians, just what the coup leaders

want,
Indo-Fijians feel let down by Nev
Delhi’s silence and inaction.

Apart from Rabuka’s fear of bein;
exposed in the foreign aid scanda
and Speight’s fear of being brought t
book for misappropriating state cor
poration funds, ethnic Fijians feare:
that the Chaudhry government, i
allowed to continue, would bring for
ward land reforms legislation
Eighty-six per cent of land in Fiji i
indigenously owned. The ownershi)
is not by individuals but by mataqali:
(clans). It is their obligation to ensur
the land, which a clan owns, i
passed on to the next generation
Indo-Fijians grow sugarcane on lanc
leased from the clans. If the landown
ers refuse to renew the lease, the ten
ants are expected to go elsewhere
Not a very happy position to be in.
One of the important elements in the
policy platform of the People’.
Coalition was the establishment of ¢
Land Use Commission so that th
land could be put to optimum use
benefit both the owners and the ten

“ants. In fact, Chaudhry had sent «

representative group of chiefs t
observe the land ownership patter:
in Sarawak, Malaysia. The mor«
orthodox among the chiefs thought i
was an attempt to hoodwink the
indigenous landowners and divid:
them. The Native Land Trust Boarc
wanted the Land Use Commission
first mooted by the Fiji Labour Part;
government of Bavadra, wound up.

Chaudhry had expressed concern a
the damage caused to governmen
institutions by the Taukei Civiliax
Takeover Group, and wanted his dul;
elected government reinstated. Polic
stations and military bases across the
country had been taken over b
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coups at the Defence Services Staff
College in Coonoor which admitted
him under the foreign military offi-
cers’ exchange programme in 1977-
78. He made use of the opportunity to
obtain a masters degree in Defence
and Strategic Studies from Madras
University. The topic of his disserta-
tion was “How to stage a successful
coup”. On returning to Fiji, he tried
his hand at putting into practice
what he learnt in India by staging a
coup against the duly elected Labour
Party government of the late Timoci
Bavandara in 1987 and became
Prime Minister in 1990 under a
racist constitution which replaced the
1970 constitution.

Bavandara had made the fatal mis-
take of declaring Fiji a nuclear-free
zone. It was the time New Zealand
and the smaller South Pacific island
states had alsc declared themselves
nuclear-free zones, thus denying the
USA the use of their ports. The USA
found in Rabuka a kindred soul. Fiji
became the recipient of the highest
per capita foreign aid in the world.
But only a fraction of this money was
spent on development work. The
Rabuka regime excelled in crony cap-
italism and corruption and the ordi-
nary ethnic Fijians, whose cause his
Sogosoqo Vakavulewa Taukei (SVT)
espoused, became more impoverished
than ever before.

George Speight, whose father was a
minister in the SVT government, was
made chairman of a couple of lucra-
tive government corporations whose
coffers he had emptied and was fac-
ing legal proceedings. Chaudhry
relieved Speight of his posts. The 19
May coup was an attempt by the SVT
to capture power that it had lost by
the ballot with the help of the bullet.

THE FiJI CONUNDRUM: (Clockwise) Coup
leader George Speight , always trying to pro-
mote his image as a full-blooded native;
recently inducted members of the interim
Cabinet, comprising mainly ethnic Fijians;
ousted Prime Minister Mahendra Chaudhry;
troops destroy a pornography video outside
the Parliament complex
in Suva after the hostage crisis changed the
political scenario and Sitiveni Rabuka, who
staged the first successful coup in the
Pacific Island nation.

Chaudhry, soon after assuming
power, declared his government’s
intention of ordering an inquiry into
the missing millions in foreign aid.
Preliminary investigations revealed
that much of the money had gone to
line the pockets of Rabuka who, while
in power, also managed to get himself
installed as chairman of the Great
Council of Chiefs, though he is not a
Ratu himself. Rabuka had recruited
Speight, a fugitive from justice, as the
hatchet man to stage the coup, and
Speight, in turn, had left all major
decisions to the Great Council of
Chiefs.

The gunmen who accompanied
Speight to the Parliament complex on
19 May to hijack the government
belonged to the elite Counter
Revolutionary Warfare Unit of Fiji’s
armed forces. They had free access to
the military armoury, thanks to the
Rabuka connection. The Great
Council of Chiefs, which included
Fiji’s first Prime Minister, Ratu Sir
Kamisese Mara, who was the coun-
try’s President at the time of the
coup, yielded to every demand by
Speight. Not one of the chiefs con-
demned Speight for his terrorist
activities. The military also went
along with the rebels. There was
none to speak for the Indo-Fijians in
the confabulatious that followed and
in the formation of the interim gov-
ernment.

At the time of the first coup in 1987,
Indo-Fijians outnumbered indigenous
Fijians. There was an exodus of Indo-
Fijians which reduced their strength
to 44 per cent of the population. More
Indo-Fijians are planning to migrate,
which would further alter the demo-
graphic profile in favour of ethnic
Fijians, just what the coup leaders

want.

Indo-Fijians feel let down by New
Delhi’s silence and inaction.

Apart from Rabuka’s fear of being
exposed in the foreign aid scandal
and Speight's fear of being brought to
book for misappropriating state cor-
poration funds, ethnic Fijians feared
that the Chaudhry government, if
allowed to continue, would bring for-
ward land reforms legislation.
Eighty-six per cent of land in Fiji is
indigenously owned. The ownership
is not by individuals but by mataqalis
(clans). It is their obligation to ensure
the land, which a clan owns, is
passed on to the next generation.
Indo-Fijians grow sugarcane on land
leased from the clans. If the landown-
ers refuse to renew the lease, the ten-
ants are expected to go elsewhere.
Not a very happy position to be in.
One of the important elements in the
policy platform of the People’s
Coalition was the establishment of a
Land Use Commission so that the
land could be put to optimum use to
benefit both the owners and the ten-
ants. In fact, Chaudhry had sent a
representative group of chiefs to
observe the land ownership pattern
in Sarawak, Malaysia. The more
orthodox among the chiefs thought it
was an attempt to hoodwink the
indigenous landowners and divide
them. The Native Land Trust Board
wanted the Land Use Commission,
first mooted by the Fiji Labour Party
government of Bavadra, wound up.
Chaudhry had expressed concern at
the damage caused to government
institutions by the Taukei Civilian
Takeover Group, and wanted his duly
elected government reinstated. Police
stations and military bases across the
country had been taken over by

armed civilian groups supporting

Speight. A spate of hostage-taking
incidents had erupted in several
places. The security forces were being’
fractured by political and racial divi-
sions. The integrity and professional-.
ism of the judiciary and other ser-
vices had been seriously compro-
mised.

Lawlessness had extended to the
sabotage of public utilities like éle¢-
tricity, water supply, public roag
and airports. The unlawful and vigs
lent takeover of tourist resorts :and.
other private business had also'takéft
place, leading to lawlessness anfl,
chaos.

The coup had caused irreparable
damage to Fiji’s economy and set the
clock back by decades. The confidence
of investors, both foreign and domes-
tic, had been shattered. Despite the
havoc, destruction and anarchy
sweeping Fiji, Chaudhry enjoys thé
support of large sections of the people”
of all races who are peace-loving and-
law-abiding. The international
munity also supports Chaudhxy“ 18,
was evident from the swearing-in cer;
emony of the interim goverﬂméﬁ%
and the Speight-nomitigfed’
President, Ratu Josefa Iloilo. The!
entire delomatlc corps in Suva boyn,
cotted the functions.

But a vocal and violent minority has®
been holding the country to ransom;
Chaudhry and his supporters, w %
include a number of chiefs, are plan®
ning to form a separate governmen.’f‘
in the western region of Fiji, which,
could well lead to the d1s1ntegrat10n
of the country. ad
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(The author, a retired Statesmam:

Journalist, is a Fiji- watcher.) = Vst
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HE FIRST sifg?{l of\an
I emerging variant §f the

famous formula cdnnoting
‘one-state-two-systems’ ¢ame
into focus in the tiny South
Pacific chain of Fiji Isles on July
20. It was certainly not a
decisive portent for the
traditionally unified entity of Fiji
which, in any case, was also not
politically or socially attuned to
the concept popularised by
China in the case of Hong Kong.
Yet, the threat of a ‘civil war’ as
hurled by Fiji's mercurial coup
leader, Mr. George Speight, has
raised the stakes for new ways
of keeping the nation united.

Mr. Mahendra Pal Chaudhry,
Fiji’s freed but dispossessed
Prime Minister, gathered his
resources at a conclave held in
the western part of the country’s
main island on that day. The

~ggenda was to devise an
alternative to the new system of
‘government’ being evolved in
Suva, Fiji’s capital in the eastern
half of the prime island, under
the menacing gaze of Mr.
Speight himself.

For Mr. Chaudhry, Fiji's first
Prime Minister from the
minority community of ethnic
Indians, the preservation of the
country’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity was obviously
a prime consideration. This was
affirmed by him and his
followers, who as before
included a large number of
those belonging to the majority
group of indigenous people,
even as they asserted his right
to be reinstated as Prime
Minister in the present
circumstances as well. Yet, they
faced a dilemma.

Only a day earlier, the
President, Ratu Josefa Iloilo, had
ruled out the restoration of Mr.
Chaudhry’s coalition
government, which was duly
elected in Fiji's first pluralist
polls held in 1999 under the
1997 multi-racial Constitution.
With this statute having been
scrapped by the ‘Interim
Military Government’ of
Commodore J.V. (Frank)
Bainimarama in the wake of Mr.
Speight taking Mr. Chaudhry
and his associates hostage on
May 19 this year, Ratu lloilo was
correct in interpreting the ‘law’
in force at present. In fact, as
Mr. Speight and his armed
minions freed Mr. Chaudhry
and his dwindled number of
steadfast associates on July 13
after they had endured an illegal
captivity for over 55 days, the
coup leader took abundant care
to lay down the new
constitutional ‘law’ of the land.
In essence, it forbade the
exercise of substantive political
authority by anyone of ethnic

_ Spite reigns in Fij

The threat of a civil war hurled by the
mercurial coup leader, Mr. George Speight, in
Fiji, torn asunder by ethnic hatred, has raised
the stakes for new ways of keeping the island-
nation united, writes P. S. SURYANARAYANA.

Indian stock in the foreseeable
future.

Ever eager to play Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde in respect of the
relative rights of native Fijians
and ethnic Indiags, Mr. Speight,
a part-Europeary himself;
extracted concgssions from the
indigenous ledders while
allowing Mr. Chaudhry to go
free, albeit as only a second-

class citizen. Cmdr.
Bainimarama, who staged a
counter-coup to checkmate Mr.
Speight, found himself with no
option but to decree the military
government out of existence.
More importantly, Mr. Speight
made it clear that he should be
regarded as the man of Fiji's
destiny. And he wanted the
Great Council of Chiefs, the

highest traditional institution of
the native Fijians, to act as his
hand-maiden.

It was in those circumstances
that the Council not only
nominated a new President and
Vice-President, both variously
acceptable to Mr. Speight, but
also a Prime Minister. Mr.
Speight did not demur when the
new President re-appointed Mr.
Laisenia Qarase, who was
originally made a civilian Prime
Minister under the now-defunct
military government. Mr.
Qarase’s earlier call for a racist
polity seemed to have pleased
Mr. Speight.

But, as the day approached
for the latest Cabinet to be
sworn in, Mr. Speight would
have none of it. He was furious
over the exclusion of his cronies
from the new coterie — the
Council led by Mr. Sitiveni
Rabuka, already known for
masterminding racist politics,
besides Ratu lloilo, Mr. Qarase
and Cmdr. Bainimarama. The
old guard of native Fijian
politics made light of Mr.
Speight’s present options, if only
because he had not insisted on
being made the Prime Minister
in the place of Mr. Chaudhry.

Not surprisingly, the old guard
met in Suva on July 20 to
consider ways of preventing Mr.
Speight from causing further
havoc like the proverbial bull in
a chinashop. The coterie’s worry
was the international reaction to
the charade that followed Mr.
Chaudhry's release. Australia
and New Zealand recalled their
envoys for consultations and
ordered a suspension of military
cooperation as also
Government-to-Government
economic contacts with Fiji —
an aspect of ‘smart sanctions’
designed to cushion the blow
against the commercial interests
of ethnic Indians there.

It was in this context that Mr.
Chaudhry mobilised his
followers to explore how far he
could hope to revive multi-racial
politics in at least those pockets
of Fiji that might be hospitable
to an idea remotely resembling
two systems within one State.

ile this could bring the
coterie in Suva under moral
pressure, Mr. Chaudhry himself
did not speak of a duality of
systems within one State or opt
for the orthodox notion of a
multi-racial Fijian ‘government-
in-exile’ as the only solution in
the present circumstances. A
more immediate question is
whether the Fijian military,
already bracing for a possible
new crisis at home, can prevent
Mr. Speight from
‘internationalising’ his racist
agenda.
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Chaudhry calls for
+‘UN referendum’

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SUVA, July 23. — Fiji’s
deposed ethnic Indian Prime
Minister Mr Mahendra
Chaudhry today called for a
UN-sponsored referendum in
Fiji to gauge support for the
return of his government,
which was ousted by a coup.

Mr Chaudhry, who spent 56
days as a hostage of coup
rebels, said a referendum
would offer Fijians the choice of
returning to democratic rule
and ending the “absolute confu-
sion and chaos” caused by the
nine-week political crisis.

Fiji has been without an effec-
tive government since the mili-
tary, which took control during
the coup, handed power to
President Ratu Josefa Iloilo
under a deal with the rebels to
secure the release of the last 18
political hostages on 13 July.

The deal scraps Fiji's multira-
cial constitution and promises
that the economically powerful
ethnic Indian minority will be
stripped of political power.

Mr Chaudhry did not give
details of his referendum plan,
nor did he say if he would

Mr Mahendra Chaudhry

approach the UN about it.

But Mr Chaudhry’s plan is
unlikely to be taken up by Mr
Tloilo, and was rejected out-
right by coup leader George
Speight. “The horse has
already bolted,” Speight told
the Sunday Times newspaper.

Meetings between representa-
tives of Mr Tloilo, Speight’s
group and top police officers
continued during the weekend
in an effort to decide a new
Cabinet lineup.

Mr Iloilo failed to swear in his
Cabinet last week after warn-
ings from Speight that his sup-

porters would renew a cam-
paign of civil unrest if the gov-
ernment was not stacked with
his candid&tes.

Mr Iloilo, a frail 80-year-old
tribal chief with Parkinson’s
Disease, has promised to
appoint an indigenous Fijian as
Prime Minister. But the talks
appear to be devolving into a
power struggle between Fiji’s
tribal chiefs, with Speight
choosing one candidate for
Prime Minister and then dum-
ping him in favour of another.

Speight’s men said his choice
of Prime Minister was now Adi
Samanunu Cakobau, Fiji’s high
commissioner to Malaysia and
granddaughter of one of Fiji’s
most powerful historical fig-
ures, Ratu Seru Cakobau, re-
garded as the king of all Fiji’s
tribes in the 19th century.

Cakobau has not spoken pub-
licly about the coup, but is
believed to support Fijian polit-
ical supremacy.

Promises of special treatment
for ethnic Fijians and destruc-
tion of democracy have led
Australia, New Zealand, Brit-
ain, USA and France to impose
sanctions on the island nation.

™HE ST ATESMAR

‘l’




Fiji rebels are
restive; peace,
talks on

a/ clusive and a wider meeting

Suva, July 25: Fiji remaine
political limbo on Tuesday as
talks between military leaders
and nationalist rebels stalled oyer
the make-up of a new administrg-
tion. Rebel leader Geor,
Speight said he is growing
increasingly frustrated by the
apparent refusal of the military
and caretaker Prime Minister
Laisenia Qarase to accept his
candidates for a new government
to lead Fiji for the next two years.
Speight, . a former insurance
salesman, hinted more civil
unrest was likely in the racially
split South Pacific nation if he
did not get -his way. “The ball
game is not over yet, it is just
starting,” - Speight told Reuters.
“Don’t underestimate the needs
and the power of the people.”
Speight plunged
Fiji into a politi-
cal crisis when he
stormed Parlia-
ment with armed
rebels on May 19 in the name of
indigenous Fijian rights. .
* The group held Mr Mahendra
Chaudhry, Fiji’s first ethnic Indi-
an Prime Minister, and most of
his multi-racial Cabinet hostage
for 56 days before releasing them
on July 13. The hostage drama at
Suva’s  Parliament complex
sparked waves of support among
Fijian nationalists for Speight,
who wants to limit the political
and economic power of Fiji's
Indians. Indians comprise 44 per
cent of Fiji's 800,000 population
and dominate the key tourism
and sugar industries, which have
been battered by the political cri-
sis. - Speight said he had held
informal discussions with ailing
new President Ratu Josefa Iloilo
on Tuesday to press his demand
that clan leader Adi Samanunu
Cakobau be appointed Prime
Minister. Those talks were incon-

CRISIS IN
PACIFIC

involving Speight’s group, mili-
tary commander Commodore
Frank Bainimarama and repre-
sentatives of the military-backed
Mr Qarase was postponed.

Formal discussions between the
three sides in the dispute would
now be held 'on Wednesday,
although a time and venue had
not been agreed on, military
sources in Suva said.

The military sources said
Wednesday’s meeting would be
mediated by Mr Ratu Inoke
Takiveikata, a representative of
Fiji’s influential Great Council of
Chiefs and high chief of the
Naitasiri clan on the main island
of Viti Levu. Sources from Mr
Iloilo’s office said a delegation
from the President would meet
Mr Qarase at the
Reserve Bank of
Fiji in central
Suva later on
Tuesday to. dis-
cuss developments.

Speight’s group won many of
their demands for indigenous
Fijian political domination,
including the scrapping of the
1997 multi-racial Constitution,
before freeing their hostages.

A new-indigenous government
under Mr Qarase was named but
Speight has rejected it because it
includes none of his supporters in
key Cabinet positions.

He now wants Mr Cokaobau, a
diplomat from a clan regarded in
Fiji as close to royalty, to replace
Mr Qarase and has threatened
renewed unrest of he does not get
his way. Australia, which along
with New Zealand, Britain and
the United States has already
imposed aid diplomatic and
sporting sanctions. on Sunday
threatened new sanctions  if
Speight or his group won places
in the new government. (Reuters)
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HE current pohtlcal‘ crisis

in Fiji has brought to the

fore the precarious posi-
tion of the Indian community
in their country of adoption.
The struggle for sharing power
between the Fijians and the
Indo-Fijians has existed since
Fiji’s independence in 1970,
and it seems naive now to have
expected the Fijians to willing-
ly hand over the political power
which had been their preserve
for so long. The central crisis in
Fiji today is essentially of an
assertion of identity by the
indigenous Fijians and the
unwillingness of the Indo-
Fijians to accept a
subservient role. It
is the story of a
post-colenial society
deeply divided be-
tween two ethnic
groups, attempting
to make the transi-
tion from tradition
to modernity, snow-
balling into a crisis
caused by the head-
on collision of the
two competing nati-
onalisms. That the
crisis was created to
shelter the corrupt
leaders of Fiji is
merely incidental to
this one central
dichotomy.

The return to
democracy with the general
election of May 1999, under the
new constitution of 1997, has
proved to be a short-lived victo-
ry for the Fijian Labour Party
(FLP). For the first time an
Indo-Fijian, Mahendra Chau-
dhry, became the Prime Minis-
ter of Fiji, with his party win-
ning 37 of the 71 seats in par-
liament, of which 31 were
Indians.

CONFLICT

Though there was euphoria in
the Indian community, many
political observers forecasted a
backlash from the Fijians.
Former Prime Minister Rab-
uka, who had been responsible
for two military coups in May
and September 1987, warned
the Indian community soon
after the election results were
announced. He said, “to the

" members Jf the Indian commu-

nity, we tl=indisenous Fijians
have given so mucu in agreeing
to review the 1990 constitution.
Your vote is your democratic
right but judging from the way
you have bloc voted turning
inward to your own communal
interests, I appeal to you all to
show greater responsibility to
our wider common interests as
a nation”. These words, are all
the more significant for being
uttered by a man whose coups

| according to a leading scholar

on Fiji, Robert Norton, “more
than any other event in Fiji's
history aggravated conflict
between indigenous Fijians
and Indians”.

Of the total Fijian population
of 773,000, Indians form a sub-
stantial 44 percent. The major-
ity of Indians are sugarcane
farmers working on land
owned by indigenous farmers
leased to them under Agricul-
tural Landlord and Tenants
Act (ALTA). Most of these leas-
es are going to expire shortly
and unless they are renewed
the consequences are going to
be damaging to both Indo-
Fijians and the indigenous
Fijians; the former will find
themselves displaced, while the

The author is Associate
Professor, South-east Asian
and South-west Pacific Stu-
dies, School of International
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi.
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latter will suffer from grave
economic problems, which are
likely to lead to chaos and
political uncertainty. From
1987 to the elections in May
1999, violence against the
Indian community and their
property was encouraged and
in every aspect they were mar-
ginalised. This resulted in the
migration of skilled Indo-
Fijians to the US, Canada,
Australia and New Zealand,
brmglng down the Indian com-
munity’s population from 50
percent at independence down

to 44 percent in 1996. How-
ever, for the majority of Indian
plantation workers, there is no
option but to stay.

To go to the root of this prob-
lem is not difficult — one is
quite familiar with the policy of
“divide et imperium”, and also
the consequences of translocat-
ing foreign indentured labour-
ers. The fact was there was a
division in which an aggrieved
native: population perceived a
tremendous insecurity. In Fiji,
the Indians were brought by
the British in 1879 as inden-
tured labourers to work on
plamntations. Sir Arthur
Gordon, the first Governor of
Fiji felt that by getting Indian
labour, the Fijian way of life
would continue undisturbed.

¢ SUSPICION

According to an analyst it was
a{short-sighted policy, and had
the Fijians been allowed to
work on their plantations they
would have been able to
emerge from a “traditional soci-
ety and enter the modern world
of economic competition”. Once
indentured labour was abol-
ished in January 1920, the
majority of Indians chose Fiji
as their new home even though
it meant living under insecure
conditions. The British made
no effort at reconciling the two
groups, and in fact evolved sep-
arate local administrations for
the Indizns and the indigenous

” Fijians.

The vulnerability of their sit-
uation made Indians look to
alternative means of livelihood
and work hard at ensuring a
better future for their children
by educating them. With edu-
cation came prosperity, and the
Indians achieved dominance in
commerce, trade and took over
all the white collar jobs. On the
other hand, the traditional way
of life encouraged by the
British hampered the Fijians
developing into a viable eco-
nomic group. As the Indians
prospered, the suspicion of Fiji-
ans towards them increased.
Each community maintaining
their separate identity “singu-
larly lacking in intimacy” fur-
ther encouraged the ethnic
rift.

The fears and suspicions of
the Fijians vis-a-vis the
Indians were incorporated in

itter Fruit Of Divide And Rule

the Constitution adopted at
independence in 1970. Major
fears arose from the increased
birth rate of the Indians whose
50 percent to the Fijian 46 per-
cent had reduced the latter to a
minority ¢ommunity in their
own country. As long as politi-
cal power remained with the
Fijians relations between the
two communities remained
somewhat harmonious. In spite
of international protests that it
was racially biased, a new
Constitution, which further
entrenched the political domi-
nation of the indigenous
Fijians was adopted on dJuly
25, 1990.

Australia and New
Zealand, the two
most important
neighbours of Fiji
continued to put
pressure on Rabuka
to consider constitu-
tional reforms.

community too Rab-
uka was losing pop-
ularity, with most
holding the view
that his government
was mismanaging
the affairs of the
country. In order to
buy time and to gain
approval from the
international com-
munity Rabuka de-
cided to have the Constitution
reviewed. From the hearings of
the Constitutional Review
Committee (CRC) two main
opposing viewpoints emerged
which reflect the dilemma fac-
ing Fiji’s divided society. The
Indian submissions generally
stressed equality and “a non-
discriminatory political sys-
tem”.

RECONCILIATION

Indigenous Fijians, on the
other hand, insisted on special
privileges as they believed that
“God made Fiji for the Fijians,
just as he had allocated other
lands to other races”. They
emphasised that the relation-
ship between indigenous
Fijians and Indians was based
on the traditional Fijians view-
point of taukei (host) and vula-
gi (guest). The CRC recom-
mended power sharing be-
tween the two groups, as it felt
that keeping a “predominantly
Fijian government in office in
perpetuity may not be the best
way of securing the para-
mountcy of Fijian interests”. As
a result, a new Constitution
was adopted in July 1997.
Rabuka assuaged the feelings
of fellow Fijians by emphasis-
ing that constitutional reforms
were necessary for strengthen-
ing the economy and attracting
foreign investment.

The result of the May 1999
general elections according to
one analyst was due to “frag-
mentation of Fijian political
leadership, driven partly by
popular distrust of the consti-
tutional reform”. The division
between the two communities
raises difficult questions for
those who would like to see
ethnic reconciliation in Fiji.
The society has to overcome
these differences and negotiate
a political accommodation, oth-
erwise it will lead to major
problems affecting both the
communities. The Fijian army,
which declared martial law in
the wake of George Speight’s
coup against the legitimate
civilian government, has to be
pressurised by outside powers
like Australia and New Zea-
land to restore democracy in
Fiji. India too can find ways of
influencing the Fijian elite by

using the good i of a third
country. ~

Within the Fijian
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//1Fy{/ éirmy arrests
Speight, aides
ASSOCIATED PRESS g\"\p{\‘}

and a body guard were arrest- \'
ed today by the Fiji military |
forces following allegations :
that Speight’s men had threat- J
ened Fiji’s president, a mili-
tary spokesman said.

“There are a number of allega-
tions brought to us about the
carriage of arms in and around
Suva by George Speight and his
body guards and also threats to
the head of state,” Lt. Col.
Filipo Tarakinikini said.

lHe did not saﬁ%b\(;bade the
claims. !

‘re was no conﬁrma%nnon'\
vgx}:)ther Speight would be |
charged.

There was no immediate reac-
tion from Speight’s supporters.

Earlier, an official had said
Speight was arrested on suspi-
cion of a curfew violation.

Shots were fired before the
arrests at a military check-
point close to Speight’s camp,
but there were no immediate
reports of any injuries.

One local radio station cited
eyewitnesses who said one of
Speight’s men was beaten as
he was arrested.

Lt Col Tarakinikini said that
amnesty was conditional on
rebels turning in all their arms
— something they have not done.

(Another report on page 5)
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Speight supporters arrested in junta raid %

/ 000
. Fjire

bels take 50 .-

“ Indians hostage

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

SUVA, July 27. — Fiji’s mili-
tary today arrested hundreds
of supporters of coup leader
George Speight, sparking an
immediate backlash that raised
fears the country could be on
the brink of a civil war.

Within hours of the arrests,
nationalist rebels in the
northern town of Labasa had
rounded up about 50 members
of the country’s large ethnic
Indian minority and taken
them hostage in the town’s
barracks, which has been in
rebel hands for several weeks.

The military, which arrested
Speight late yesterday, raided
a school where his supporters
have been camping for the last
week just after dawn.

One person was killed in the
operation, another 40 injured
and 369 people arrested, army

spokesman Lieutenant Colonel
Filipo Tarakinikini said.

Col Tarakinikini said the
dead man, who was 50, had
died of suffocation from the
effects of tear gas used in the
raid. None of the injured had
been shot.

Following the raid, the mili-
tary also seized Ilisoni Ligairi, a
former member of Britain’s spe-
cial air service, and 12 special
forces troops. Ligairi is Spei-
ght’s main military ally and
orchestrated the rebels’ seizure
of parliament in May.

The military spokesman said
Speight and his co-conspirators
would be held indefinitely in
the guard house at military
headquarters, the Queen
Elizabeth Barracks.

Speight could face a charge of
treason following a threat to
the life of President Mr Josefa
Iloilo yesterday, he added.

Treason carries the death
penalty in Fiji.

“W cannot allow people of a
criminal tendency to use the
cause of the indigenous Fijians
for their own selfish ends. We
will ensure the country’s return
to normalcy is as quick as pos-
sible,” he said.

Fiji has been in a state of tur-
moil since Speight and Ligairi
stormed parliament on 19 May
and took Fiji’s first ethnic
Indian Prime Minister, Mr
Mahendra Chaudhry, and his
government hostage. They
released them after 56 days
after winning assurances a new
government made up mainly of
indigenous Fijians would be
named and that all those
involved in the coup would be
granted an amnesty.

A government nominated last
week by Mr Iloilo, however,
contained only a handful of

Speight allies and was rejected
by the rebels, prolonging a cri-
sis which has left Fiji facing
economic ruin and internation-
al isolation.

The seizure of Indians was one
of a series of incidents across
the country in the aftermath of
the military crackdown.

An Air Fiji jet was seized at
Savusavu, north of Suva, and
the two New Zealand pilots
were taken hostage. A police
post at Seagaqa was seized.

Mr Phil Goff, the foreign min-
ister of neighbouring New
Zealand, urged the military to
quickly bring the situation
under control, warning the
alternative was civil war. Aus-
tralia warned its citizens to
leave Fiji immediately.

Mr Iloilo was expected to
name a new government on
Friday and have it sworn in
immediately afterwards.

THE STATESMAN

16 Jut 200



AN

" Speight restrained .3\

FIJ1 COUP leader George Speight seems to have been caugh
in a web of his own making. As a small-time businessman
and a failed one at that — Mr Speight had grown too big for his
boots. By arresting him and his closest aides, the discredited
military has sought to establish a semblance of law and order in
the South Pacific nation. Mr Speight may have taken a leaf or
two from Lt. Col. Sitiveni Rabuka’s book when he carried out
a soap opera coup in May, holding Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudhry and his ministerial colleagues hostages, but the way
he took potshots against the army, the former President and
even the Great Council of Chiefs left him without any friends.
He got former President Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara shunted out
when he refused to accept his command. He later managed to
get the doddering Mr Iloilo appointed as the new President.
And yet, when the President was about to swear in the new
Government, he was prevented from doing the same. In
effect, what Mr Speight wanted was that everyone falls
in line without any protest.

In the end, it was all too obvious that Mr Speight wanted the
Prime Ministership for himself. He had even threatened that
there would be nationwide unrest if his candidate for Prime
Minister, Adi Samanunu Cakobau, was not accepted. At some
stage, his bluff had to be called. The army has done just that but
Mr Speight’s men are capable of creating more trouble.

A few years ago the economic collapse and international iso-
lation forced Lt. Col. Sitiveni Rabuka to restore the multi- -
racial Constitution and hold fresh elections. Mr Chaudhry was

p _the beneficiary of Lt. Col. Rabuka’s change of heart. Australia

and New Zealand have lately been strident about economic
sanctions against Fiji. What may have queered the pitch was
Mr Speight’s threat to disrupt the forthcoming Sydney
Olympics. Mr Chaudhry has done well to carry on hiz own
campaign for the restoration of the civilian Government and
his demand for a referendum has further shored up his
democratic credentials. The situation in Fiji is still fluid. It is
not clear who is acting on whose behalf. Mr Speight may still
manage to have the cake and eat it too.
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Jaswant non-committal on r?ﬁ
w ~»\sanctions against Fiji *

By Amit Baruah

BANGKOKX, JuLY 28. The External AY-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
today left open the question of
sanctions against Fiji. “Let us
see,” was his response to a ques-
tion about New Delhi’s course of
action on the crisis in Fiji.

Asked what “more” India could
do, Mr. Singh said he wanted to
“disabuse” reporters of the no-
tion that “less” was being done by
New Delhi. Referring to the
swearing-in of an interim Govern-
ment in Fiji today, the Minister

stressed the need for raesal har-
mony in the 800,0Q0;sip@Ng na-
tion. ( q (}g s

Mr. Singh, Who met ifformally
with the U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State, Mr. Strobe Talbott, yester-
day, did not give any details of the
meeting. The dialogue was not re-
stricted to bilateral issues, but
dealt with global matters as well.
He is scheduled to meet the U.S.
Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine
Albright, tomorrow.

On Fiji, the Minister claimed
India was engaged in the issue
through Australia, New Zealand,
the Commonwealth and also “di-
rectly”, but did not give details of
the engagement process.

Mr. Singh, who met his coun-
terparts from Thailand, Laos,
Cambodia, Myanmar and Viet-
nam, which form part of the Me-
kong sub-region, announced a
joint “Ganga-Mekong Swanapou-
mi Project”. These countries and
India would cooperate in the ar-
eas of culture, tourism and educa-
tion as part of the project.

The first meeting of officials
dealing with this project would be
held in Laos on the occasion of
their “Festival of Lights”, which
coincides with Diwali. “It’s a
coming together of nations
bound together by a common

culture...” Mr. Singh told Indian
reporters. The External Affairs
Minister, who also had separate
meetings with his Australian and
Japanese counterparts Mr.
Alexander Downer and Mr. Yoehi
Kono — announced that the Japa-
nese Pritne Minister would tour
India from August 21 to 24.
India and Australia had agreed
to resume defence ties, which had
been snapped by Canberra fol-
lowing New Delhi’s nuclear tests
of May 1998. (Australia, it may be
recalled, had expelled the Indian
defence adviser). Tt was also
agreed that exchanges between
military  training  institutions
would resume. An annual ex-
change between Australia and In-
dia at the level of Foreign
Ministers was also agreed upon.
In his statement at the ASEAN

‘Post Ministerial Conference to-

day, Mr. Singh said the South
must be given its “fair and pro-
portional share of representation
in important bodies such as the
U.N. Security Council”.

“As the U.N. organ with the pri-
mary responsibility for maintain-
ing international peace and
security, the Council’s decisions
must be viewed as serving the col-
lective interest of all U.N. mem-
bers. Hence, its membership
must be enlarged to include more
key global players and developing
countries. Its working methods
must be reformed so that the
Council’s decision- making proc-
ess becomes more transparent
and democratic. We hope that the
General Assembly working group
can soon recommend viable mea-
sures to reform the Council.”

Welcoming the U.N. “millenni-
um summit’, the Minister said
the summit should be goal-ori-
ented. “Globalisation with equity,
a nuclear-free world, eradication
of poverty, disease, ignorance and
unemployment; multilateral de-

velopment cooperation... \com-
bating terrorism and | drug
trafficking — are some of the is-

sues on which a consensus may
be arrived at.”

On the Mekong sub-region pro-
ject, he said India would like to
participate in the “'development
and execution of projects relating
to fisheries, water management
and resources development, res-
ervoir sedimentation and ocean-
ographic studies, environment
impact assessment, bio-diversity
enumeration, soil  resources
study, medicinal plants and aro-
matics and rice-based agricul-
ture.”

SC upholds Kalkat's
appointment

NEW DELHI, JuLY 28. The Supreme
Court today set aside the order of
the Delhi High Court, quashing
the appointment of Lt. Gen. H. R.
S. Kalkat as the General-Officer-
Commanding(GOC)-in-Chief of
Eastern Command.

Upholding his and the Govern-
ment’s appeal against the Decem-
ber 16, 1998, order of the High
Court, a three-judge Bench head-
ed by the Chief Justice, Dr. A. S.
Anand, said, “we think there is no
justification for the High Court to
have interfered with the order (of
appointment) made by the Gov-
ernment.”’

The Supreme Court said, “judi-
cial review is permissible only to
the extent of finding whether
process in reaching decision has
been observed correctly and not
the decision as such.” It also ob-
served that the standard adopted
for selecting officers to such posts
should be of “‘highest order so as
to avoid an impression among the
officer that he did not get the best
of the deal at the hands of the
Government.” — PTI




Fiji rebels shut out of
new race-based Govt

Only one Indian finds
place in Qarase Cabinet

Suva, July 28
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Slap sanctions on Fiji,
India urges Asean meet

Bangkok, July 28
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-4 today without any rebel backers of jailed coup
leader George Speight, who caretaker Prime
Minister Laisenia Qarase said was no longer a threat.
Speight, arrested by the military on Wednesday and
{acing possible treason charges, had threatened fur-
ther civil unrest unless his supporters dominated the
new government.

But Fiji President Ratu Josefa Iloilo defied Speight
and dropped all four of his backers from an earlier
administration, reappointed Qarase and named Ratu
(chief) Epeli Nailatikau the deputy prime minister.
Speight had publicly opposed both Qarase and
Nailatikau.

After being sworn in, Qarase called on all Fijians
to end widespread lawlessness in the racially split
nation.. "We must promote national reconciliation
and healing not only between the Fijians and Indo-
Fijians, but also between the Fijians themselves,”
Qarase said.

Indians make up 44 per cent of Fiji's 800,000 popu-
lation and dominate the economy, which has been bat-
tered in the turmoil.

Iloilo named a 20-member all indigenous Fijian
Cabinet and eight assistant ministers, one of whom
was an ethnic Indian.

"I had tried my best to bring in representatives of the
Indian community, but fear for the safety of their fam-
ilies has been a real inhibiting factor,” Qarase said.

Qarase warned Chaudhry, who wants his govern-
ment reinstated, not to try to take back power. "If they
persist with it, they will be dealt with according to law,"
he said, (Reuters)

'g"’ﬂ]l APPOINTED a new interim government

INDIA TODAY used an annual ministerial meeting of
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) to
call for economic sanctions on Fiji, where an elected
Cabinet deemed favourable to ethnic Indians was
recently overthrown.

"We are of the view that pressure of full scope trade
and economic sanctions is required to quickly reverse
the damage which has occurred in Fiji by the unlawful
abrogation of the Constitution and the dismissal of
legitimately-elected government,” said External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh in his address to the Asean
post-ministerial conference in Bangkok.

Citing the Fiji situation as a threat to democracy and
stability in the region, Mr Singh called on Asean coun-
tries and its main dialogue partners, which include the
United States and the European Union, to enforce eco-
nomic sanctions on Fiji to restore democracy and a
non-racist constitution to the island-state.

"Qur assessment is that moderate and more rational
elements, who constitute the majority of Fiji, may be
prepared to accept sacrifices in the short-term in -
exchange for a secure, non-discriminatory democratic
government based on the rule of law," Mr Singh told
the conference.

On Wednesday, New Zealand and Australia called on
the world community to join them in slapping "smart
sanctions” on the band of Fiji "terrorists” who are sacri-
ficing their island-country's future for their own ends,
but stopped short of calling for full economic sanctions.

"Smart sanctions applied widely in the region would
be desirable. Australia, New Zealand and the US are
doing that already," said New Zealand Foreign
Minister Phil Goff. (DPA)
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