_Pak. would have signed

—CTBT but for India’vo"!

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 25. Pakistan has
welcomed India’s decision to re-
main committed to a unilateral
moratorium on nuclear tests and
said Pakistan would also not un-
dertake any further nuclear tests
as long as India stood by its prom-
ise. ¢

Addressing a news ference
here today, on his retufn from
New York, the Pakistan \Foreign
Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, was at
pains to emphasise that Pakistan
would have moved towards sign-
ing the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) but for the nuclear
tests conducted by India in May
1998. ’

Pakistan was among the few
countries that favoured the CTBT
regime ever since the idea was
conceived and cast its vote in fa-
vour of the proposal at the dis-
armament conference. But, it had
to go nuclear after India conduct-
ed the Pokhran tests. The Minis-
ter was all praise for the Chief
Executive, Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf, for his effort to heighten
awareness on the dangers posed
to peace by the Kashmir conflict.
He hoped the influential coun-
tries would prevail upon India to
settle the Kashmir dispute and
pave way for peace in South Asia.

Mr. Sattar denied that Pakistan
had reason to be unhappy, as
there was no reference to the
Kashmir issue in the declaration
adopted at the millennium ses-
sion of the U.N. Assembly. The
Summit declaration did not dwell
into concrete issues and articulat-
ed the basic principles for main-
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tenance of security, avoidance of
war and eradication of poverty.

Seeking to counter the impres-
sion that Gen. Musharraf failed to
get an audience with the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, he said
Pakistan did not specifically pro-
pose any meeting between the
two leaders. Gen. Musharraf had
a briet encounter with Mr. Clin-
ton at the reception hosted by the
President to the Heads of State in
New York. “Mr. Clinton remains
interested in South Asia. We are
sure his administration would
continue to strive for peace in
South Asia’.

His concern was evident from
the remarks made by him at the
press conference after the summit
meeting with the Indian Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee. “We consider his remarks
to be realistic.”

On Indo-U.S. relations, Mr. Sat-
tar said Pakistan was not con-
cerned about the improvement of
bilateral relations between two
countries as long as it was not be-
ing done at the expense of Pakis-
tan. “We have been assured again
and again that the U.S. is not fol-
lowing a zero-sum game in South
Asia.” A special envoy of the Rus-
sian President, Mr. Putin, was ar-
riving in Islamabad tomorrow
with a message from the Presi-
dent to explore possibilities of im-
proving bilateral relations further.

P11 reports:

Ms. Kulsoom Nawaz, wife of
deposed Pakistani premier, Na-

waz Sharif, today faced an assault -

of eggs and tomatoes from pro-
testers reportedly hcionging to ar
outfit backiry Gen. Musharraf.
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India i lgnores

tir liné at

Kashmir

S. Rajagopalan \,
Washmgton September 21

z GNORING PAKISTAN'S

 repewed demand for UN inter-
vention in Kashmir, India on
Tuesday solicited the support of all
member States to the adoption of
a comprehensive convention on
international terrorism. New Detlhi
has proposed a draft on the sub-
ject.

External  Affairs  Minister
Jaswant Singh, intervening in the
UN General Assembly debate,
maintained the focus on Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism, without nam-
ing that country.

"India has been the object of
State-sponsored . cross-border ter-
rorism in its most inhuman mani-
festations for more than a decade,”
he said, urging all members to
work to strengthen the interna-
tional consensus and legal regimes
against terrorism.

Mr Singh refrained from reacting
to his Pakistani counterpart Abdul
Sattar's remarks the previous day,
yet again seeking the Security
Council's intervention in view of

I

G

ndia's "intransigent rejd¢tion” of
its "peace initiative”.

In line with the new articulation
of the dangers emanating from the

Taliban-controlled Afghanistan, -

Mr Singh hit out obliquely at
Pakistan’s military and financial
support to a regime purveying
obscurantist ideologies of mediae-
val times.

"The Taliban and their mentor
must heed the world's demands
and abandon the path of conflict,"
he said, hinting that the fratricidal
conflict in Afghanistan was attrib-
utable in good measure to the out-
side support.

The External Affairs Minister
used the occasion to advance
India's case for a permanent seat
in a restructured Security Council.
The council needed to be expand-
ed in both the permanent and non-
permanent categories to give due
representation to the developing
world, he said while reaffirming
India's "willingness to take on the
respansibilities of permanent
membership".

"At the just concluded UN mil-
lennium summit, more than 150 of

Paklstan S

t UN meet

the 189 member States endorsed
the urgent need to reform the
Security Council which, in the
opinion of many, has an outmoded
structure. While the impact of
most of its actions is felt by devel-
oping countries, these nations
have little influence in the deci-
sion-making.

The General Assembly, as the
most important UN organ, is also
in need of reforms to make its
functioning more effective. The
Assembly, said Mr Singh, is con-
fronted with newer challenges
brought about by the forces of
globalisation, calling for greater
international cooperation and col-
lective action.

On the disarmament issue, Mr
Singh spoke of India's continuing
quest for global nuclear disarma-
ment and genuine non-prolifera-
tion. He urged commencement of
negotiations on a nuclear weapons
convention to bring about a
nuclear weapon-free world.

While on the CTBT, he confined
himself to the position that India
would not stand in the way of the
treaty coming into forge.




POSITIONING OF INDIA IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS’

/ ight climate must for

‘*\“ talks with Pak.: PM -

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 17. There would
have to be the right conditions for
a dialogue with Pakistan, the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Bebari
Vajpayee, said .at a gathering of
Indian Americans here last night.
He went by bus to Lahore but it
reached Kargil. India had extend-
ed the hand of friendship. “Every-
- body is asking us to tatk. But what
to talk about? The weather, or
about the family?” the Prime
Minister said amid laughter from
the audience at a reception at the
Constitution Hall, sponsored by
many organisations including the
Overseas Friends of the BJP, the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad and the
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh..

During the Kargil conflict, India
showed restraint, he said and to
standing ovation declared, “after
every war, you (Pakistan) lost
some land. You have been want-
ing Kashmir in the past and will
continue to want it. But you will
not get Kashmir.” If Pakistan was
not prepared to implement old
agreements, how could it be ex-
pected to implement new ones?

Mr. Vajpayee touched on the
situation in South Asia, nuclear
weapons, the strengths of democ-
racy, the role of the Indian Amer-
‘ jcans and their contributions to
both India and the U.S.

The Prime Minister’s observa-
tions on nuclear issues were™pn

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, at a public reception,
organised in his honour by the Indian American community, in
Washington on Saturday. — PTI

countries which had themselves
refused to get rid of their arsenals.

Mr. Vajpayee spoke in Hindi
and when he was asked to speak
in English, declined saying he was
going by the guidelines drawn by
the World Hindi Conference of
1970 in Mauritius. Pointing out
that each country had its own lan-

the lines he had expounded be—_ guage and that he had spoken in

fore. The bottom line was that In-
dia’s programme was defensive in
nature and a response to devel-
opments in its neighbourhood.
He referred to the criticism of In-
dia’s nuclear programme from

Hindi even at the United Nations,
the Prime Minister said, “if a Ta-
milian comes to the U.N., he will
speak in Tamil.”

The Prime Minister was cheer-
ed several times during his ad-

dress by an audience with which
he felt comfortable.

At the community function, he
was variouslydescribed by speak-
ers and in a documentary as the
“great and most popular” Prime
Minister of India, someone who
would be remembered as a
“statesman, reformer, nation
builder and visionary” and the
first Prime Minister to recognise
the importance of the non-resi-
dent Indians.

‘A rewarding programme’
Later in a statement, the Prime
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Minister said India was increas-
ingly being recognised as a “re-
sponsible and stabilising” force in
Asia and that this role could only
grow over the decades. “Our con-
cermns over South Asia are also
gaining increasing acceptance,”
he said.

Characterising his visit to the
U.S. as a full and rewarding pro-
gramme, Mr. Vajpayee said it had
carried forward the momentum
of Indo-U.S. relations most satis-
factorily. “Without doubt there is
now a repositioning of India in
global and regional affairs.”

At the United Nations and in
his bilateral talks, he had con-
veyed India’s “readiness to shoul-
der broader responsibilities” in
the coming decades and project-
ed New Delhi's thinking on the
growing threat of terrorism.

Expressing happiness at the
growing momentum and deepen-
ing of the relations between the
two “‘greatest democracies'”’, the
Prime Minister said he was confi-
dent the coming years would see
this relationship grow “imbued
with new content, greater under-
standing and enhanced coopera-
tion”.

The Prime Minister was to have
made his statement at a press
conference after a community
event on Saturday evening, but it
was cancelled at the last minute.
This was the second time a sched-
uled press conference had been
cancelled, the first being one
scheduled jointly with the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, for Fri-
day.

Editorial on Page 12
India campalgns against
jehad: Page 13
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Washiggton DC, tember 17
RULING OUT any dialogue with
Pakistan yet again, Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee on Saturday
had a piece of advice for
Islamabad: “Stop dreaming about
getting Kashmir, for it is never
going to happen.”

On the eve of his departure
home after a highly successful visit
to the US, Vajpayee told a wildly-
cheering Indian-American audi-
ence: Why go and talk to them and
sign new agreements when they
are not prepared to honour the old
agreements?

The Prime Minister’s reference
clearly was to Pakistan military
ruler Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s vir-
tual repudiation of the Simla
Accord and the Lahore
Declaration in some of his recent
interviews to the media.

dreamin

Having a dig at the US for trying
to nudge India to resume the dia-
logue with Pakistan, Vajpayee
quizzed: “Lekin kya baat karen
unse? Mausam kaisa hai? Biwi
bachchon ka kya haal hai?” (But
what do you talk with them? Ask
about the weath-

g of Kashmir, P

ave good, friendly relations with
all, particularly its neighbours.
“And we do have good relations
with all our neighbours, except
one. Even then, I took the bus (to
Lahore) only to find that it had
reached Kargil,” he remarked.
After Pakistan

er? Or enquire
about their fami-
ly?

The  Indian-
American com-
munity that had 4
packed into the
Constitution
Hall seemed to

mounted the
Kargil offensive,
there was a clam-
our in India “that
we should cross
the Line of
Control and give
- them a fitting
reply”. But India

love every
moment of it as Vajpayee laced his
speech with customary wit. Once
again, the contrast with his out-of-
SOrts appearances.at some of his
official engagements was all too
palpable.

India, said Vajpayee, wants to

restrained itself
because it was genuinely interested
in peace and harmonious living, he
said and quizzed: “Who will now
believe the (Pakistani) propaganda
that we are not interested in
peace?”
Vajpayee's references to the

ells Pak\

ran tests were also greeted
ith much jubilation. A country of
the size of India needed to secure
itself, all the more so after the
three aggressions against it in the
last 50 years, he said adding: “After
Pokhran, people now see us in a
different light.”

Taunting the nuclear powers for
their double standards on nuclear-
related issues, the Prime Minister
remarked: “The anxiety of some
over India going nuclear may be
understandable. But we just could-
n't imagine that those unwilling to
destroy their own nuclear arsenals
would become so angry with us.”

Vajpayee assured the Indian
community that things are chang-
ing back home. “Our coalition gov-
ernment is running well and the
economic reforms are on course,”
be said adding the challenge now
was to use the economic progress
to usher in social justice.

THE HINDUSTAN TBAE!
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Pak will never be .
able to snatch9,

away Kash

WASHINGTON: Winding up his
four-day visit to the U.S., Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee has
declared that Pakistan “will never
be able to smatch Kashmir which is
an integral part of India”. Pakistan
had fought three wars with India
and lost each time, he said, adding,
“now they say they will- take
Kashmir, but they will never be
able to do so”.

'The PM’s assertion on Kashmir
came in the course of an hour-long
speech, laced with characteristic
wit and oratory, to a large gather-
ing of non-resident Indians, who
honoured him at a reception here.
on Saturday night.

Mr Vajpayee said that nobody
doubted India’s peacéful inten-
tions. When Pakistan attacked in
Kargil, there were demands that
the Indian troops cross the Line of
Control (LoC), but we had shown
great restraint. That itself proved
“our desire for peace”, Mr
Vajpayee said.

Stressing the need for India to
be strong enough to defend itself,
Mr Vajpayee expressed his gov-
ernment’s  determination  to
ensure self-sufficiency in the
defence of the country. In this con-
text, the Prime Minister spoke
about the nuclear tests which, he
said, aroused criticism from even
those who themselves had atomic
weapons and were not prepared to
destroy them. “But over a period
of time, they have understood
Indian security concerns and have
stopped talking about them,” he
added.

Mr Vajpayee spoke about the
great strides India has taken in
various fields and said that much
more needs to be done. He espe-
cially mentioned the contribution
of infortiation techmology profes-
sioflals who, He said; “are in great
demand”.

tries which once
denied vifas to “Indians are now
issuing them in wholesale”, he said
amidst chéers and laughter, in an
obvious reference to the demand
for IT professionals in the U.S. and
other Western countries.

The Prime Minister was hon-
oured with the ‘Pride Of India’
award by the Indian-American
community.

The PM thanked a group of
Indian American Silicon Valley
entrepreneurs, who are heavy-
weights in the information tech-
nology (IT) industry, for helping
change the image of India in the
American mind.

Mr Vajpayee, who met with
The Indus  Entrepreneurs
(TiE) group led by Kanwal
Rekhi at Blair House, where he is
an official guest of President Bill
Clinton, regretted that he
had been unable to come to the
West Coast where TiE had organ-
ised a massive reception for him in
conjunction  with  Stanford
University. )

Mr Vajpayee recalled Rudyard
Kipling’s famous words that “East
is East and West is West, and never
the twain shall meet”.

“(But) You, Indian American
entrepreneurs, have shown with
your successes in information
technology that East and West can
not only meet, but they will meet
on equal terms,” he said.

Mr Vajpayee declared, “You
have truly done India proud and
your success stories have had a
positive impact both in America
and in India. In America, you have
helped change the image of India
in the American mind. In India,
you have inspired tens of thou-
sands of young Indians to achieve
similar successes in IT.”

> See Edit: Untilting the Tilt,
Page 10 -
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? Spotlight on terror

IF PRIME Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee seemed to ¢ 0&
with his castigation of Pakistan in his address to a joint sessipn
of the US Congress from where he had left off in his spee
"before the Asia Society a few days ago, it was evidently with
clear objective in mind. It is obvious enough that India stands
today on the threshold of a great future as a result of its new
commitment to release the ‘creative genius’ of its people and
their ‘entrepreneurial skills’, as Mr Vajpayee pointed out. But
to ‘sustain the momentum’ of its current progress which has
placed it among the 10 fastest growing economies in the world,
there is a pressing need for “an Asia that will be at peace with
itself”, in the Prime Minister’s words.

Such a prospect will remain unattainable, however, if India
has to deal with a neighbour which has ‘fashioned’, to quote Mr
Vajpayee again, the medieval concept of waging a ‘religious
war’ ot jehad into ‘an instrument of State policy’. In contrast to
the conflicts of the last two centuries which were caused by
colonial expansion and Great Power ambition, Pakistan’s threat
to India, both directly as in Kargil and via the ISI-sponsored
organisations of Islamic fundamentalism, harks back to the
middle ages when religious bigotry was the driving force behind
the wars between nations. It is India’s misfortune that it has to
face such a threat in the new millennium from countries which
think nothing of unleashing ‘ferocious’ attacks of ‘terrorist vio-
lence’ merely to show that a ‘multireligious society cannot
exist’. The reason perhaps is that such a society where all com-
munities live as equal citizens is a modern concept which is
beyond the comprehension of a theocratic dictator-ship like
Pakistan’s.

But Mr Vajpayee did well to emphasise the threat of this ‘evil’
which India faces. At the same time, it is a challenge not only
to India but to the entire civilised world, for the armies of big-
otry, made all the more fearsome by the spectre of the hugely
destructive modern weapons being carried by people with
medieval minds, have to be defeated to save the future genera-
tions from the obscurantist terror of the Taliban variety. As the
Prime Minister said, “distance offers no insulation” and any
complacence which the US may feel because of its location in
between two oceans is misplaced. It goes without saying, there-
fore, that the world’s two largest democracies have a special
responsibility for ‘combating terrarism’ for, otherwise, they will
be held accountable for the ‘untold suffering’
which the jehadis will inflict.

THE HINDUSTAN TIZE:,
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 15. The Pakistan
military ruler, Gen. Pervez Mush-
arraf, maintained here today that
he was not worried about the re-
cent warming of relations be-
tween India and United States.
Addressing a news conference on
his return after attending the
United Nations millennium sum-
mit Gen. Musharraf claimed that
he had prevailed upon the U.N.
Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi An-
nan, to visit Pakistan and play his
role in resolution of the Kashmir
dispute.

In response to a question, he
said U.S.-India ties should not af-
fect Pakistan since it viewed its re-
lations with U.S. independently.
“My view is that our relations
with U.S. should be seen inde-
pendently and it should not be
hooked on to U.S.-India relation-
ship. We would maintain rela-
tions with the U.S. independent
of Indian relationship with
them.”

Gen. Musharraf was of the view
that economic factors were be-
hind the closer relationship be-
tween India and the U.S. He said
Pakistan’s survival depended on
economic reviv. € pro-
gramme fo Tmentation of the
and broadening of the
“net would go a long way in
achieving this. He ruled out re-
view of the programme and said
there was no resentment among
the people on the tax survey sys-
tem. He had been receiving thou-

sands of letters but none
expressed any disappointment
with the survey.

He was hopeful that Pakistan
would be able to get assistance
from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) in the next two
months. Currently, an IMF team
is in Islamabad holding discus-
sions with the authorities on the
possibility of resumption of finan-
cial assistance suspended since
the Kargil conflict last May.

The Chief Executive said he had
successfully raised the Kashmir
issue at the U.N. summit and was
hopeful that Mr. Annan would be
in the region soon. All the leaders
he had met on the sidelines of the
summit had expressed concern
over the volatile situation in the
region, he said.

“Certainly, they are aware why
this security problem is there and
that is Kashmir. The U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. Bill Clinton, is con-
cerned about what is happening
in Kashmir and is trying his best
in the resolution of the issue,”
Gen. Musharraf said.

He conceded that the road to
peace was not easy and there
could be progress towards peace
only if there was dialogue. He
blamed India for wasting the
‘window of opportunity’ provided
by the Hizb-ul Mujahideen cease-
fire declaration and hoped that
India would demonstrate some
‘statesmanship’ in resolution of
the Kashmir conflict.

Gen. Musharraf did not hide his

A\nnan will “‘play his role’ on
v~ Kashmir issue: Musharraf*

annoyance with the Bangla ﬁh
Prime Minister, Ms. Sheikh Hasi-
na, and virtually accused het of
interfering in the internal affairs
of Pakistan. In an obvious refer-
ence to her presentation at the
U.N. summit where she had casti-
gated military Governments, Gen.
Musharraf said he had refused to
meet her because of her state-
ments.

Hizb ready
for talks

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 15. The Hizbul
Mujahideen today said it might
consider a dialogue with the Cen-
tre on the Kashmir issue without
the immediate participation of Is-
lamabad if New Delhi accepted it
as a tripartite issue.

The Hizb also said that all dif-
ferences with the Hurriyat Con-
ference after intense talks had
been resolved and it held the
amalgam in an esteemed posi-
tion.

“There were differences of
opinion with the Hurriyat which
have since then been resolved,”
the Hizb spokesperson, Mr. Sa-
leem Hashim, told PTI over
phone from Islamabad.

The Hizb-ul-Mujahideen had in
a statement issued after the with-

“drawal of unilateral ceasefire on

August '8 severely criticised the
Hurriyat for failing to provide a
political platform for the so-called
movement in Kashmir.
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\Like petulant children, Pakistan and India both weit to the United
tions Millennium Surnmit last week to complain about each other. Tha
General Pervez Musharraf would travel to New York with nothing else on
his mind other than India and Kashmir was a foregone conclusion. But it
was a little surprising to see Prime Minister Vajpayee expending so much
oratorical and emotional energy in telling the world exactly how bad
Pakistan has been behaving. In fact, so determined was New Dethi to dri-
ve home the message that Mr Vajpayee did so twice: first at the Asia Soci-
ety, and then again at the UN General Assembly. The word ‘jihad’ was re-
peatedly invoked by the prime minister and external affairs minister, as if
to emphasise that ‘Hindu’ India was at the frontline of an epic civilisation-
al struggle against the forces of Islam and deserved the support of the Ju-
daeo-Christian West. To the extent to which General Musharraf tried de-
liberately to paint India as the spoiler of the subcontinent, Mr Vajpayee
had no option but to put across New Delhi’s point of view. Drawing atten-
tion to the Pakistani sponsorship of cross-border terrorism in Kashmir
was both timely and necessary, especially given the manner in which the
generals there scuttled the tentative peace offering made by the Hizbul
Mujahideen. However, there is more to diplomacy — and to the interna-
tional profile of a country that counts itself among the world powers —
than merely scoring points over a troublesome neighbour. In New York,
Pakistan was everything, and all other questions — of disarmament, a
more equitable global economy, the environment — were relegated to the
sidelines. So intense has been the external affairs ministry’s sense of rival-
ry with Islamabad that even something so trivial as the Asia Society host-
ing a dinner for Mr Vajpayee, while General Musharraf rated only break-
fast, has been held out as a great achievement of Indian diplomacy.

As far as the substantive issue of dialogue between India and Pakistan is
concerned, India might have scored a moral and even diplomatic victory
but it is one that, in the long term, could well prove self-defeating. General
Musharraf was insincere in offering talks ‘anytime, anywhere’ but Mr
Vajpayee’s demand that cross-border terrorism be halted first is not only
impractical but puzzling as well. An end to cross-border attacks in Kash-
mir is something that India would legitimately expect to be the outcome
of a dialogue process. If these attacks were to end even before the resump-
tion of dialogue, there would be precious little to talk about since India
does not admit that Pakistan has any locus standi as far as the internal situ-
ation in Jammu and Kashmir is concerned. Rather than continuing to
make impossible demands, the Vajpayee government should zero in on
one key question: Does the Musharraf regime accept the validity of the
Simla agreement and the July 4, 1999 statement made in Washington by
the Nawaz Sharif government in which Islamabad undertook not to alter
the Line of Control by force? From India’s point of view, this question is of
paramount importance since the betrayal of Kargil cannot €ecily be for-
gotten or brushed aside. If General Musharraf were to undertake 1o re-
spect the sanctity of the LoC, there should be no reason for India to be un-
willing to resume the dialogue process with Pakistan, especially over such
pressing issues as cross-border terrorism, nuclear risk reduction and a
peacetul resolution of the Kashmir problem. This is the only condition
that should be attached. Everything else is secondary.
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&"6 By B. Muralidhar Reddy

iSLAMABAD, SEPT. 10. Several Pakis-
tani dailies have sharply reacted
to the presentation made by the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, at the U.N. millennium
summit and urged the interna-
tional community to take note of
the “belligerent postures” of the
Indian Government "‘spurning of-
fers of peace” from Islamabad.

The common refrain is that the
world does not need any further
proof of to who was responsible
for the tensions in South Asia af-
ter listening to speeches of both
Mr. Vajpayee and the Pakistani
Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf.

Even the conservative English
daily, Dawn, reacted strongly. In
its editorial under the heading
Mr. Vajpayee’s sorcery, the paper

:ﬂ; Pakistan pap

accused him of resort\n %‘jug-
glery of figures” on the losg of in-
nocent lives in Kashmir in tRe last
several years.

The paper said “behind this
spewing of venom was one specif-
ic aim: to justify his Government’s
continued refusal to talk to Pakis-
tan. If there is a dispute anywhere
in the world — even if it is as com-
plex and protracted as that in Pal-
estine or North Ireland — there is
only one way of resolving it:
talks.”

The editorial said the people of
Kashmir were waging a ‘heroic
struggle for freedom’ and they
would attain their goal. It said In-
dia had the choice of either re-
solving the problem by involving
Pakistan and Kashmiris or allow-
ing more blood to be shed.

Another English daily, The
News, in its editorial, Vajpayee's

ers criticise Vajpayee w

vituperation said that after the
speech regional peace prospects
looked truly dim. “The Indian
Prime Minister’s tirade against
Pakistan at the U.N. can only be
described as thunder hiding pure
trickery.

It is sickeningly insensible and
inimical to peace, to heap the
burden of all that is wrong with
the region upon Islamabad”.

It said India’s lack of response
to peace overtures had nothing to
do with cross-border terrorism,
and it was a rustic ruse for legiti-
mising repression in Kashmir.

India did not want to resolve
the Kashmir problem outside its
Constitution and hence its resist-
ance to the involvement of Pakis-
tan, the paper said.

“Vajpayee’s terrorism hoo-ha
at the Millennium Summit is
meant to cover up the inherent

Ay

weakness of Delhi’s position. The
Kashmir struggle was in full swing
during Mr. Vajpayee's sojourn in
Lahore. The groups that he now
prefers to call terrorists were still
at work during the Lahore Fort
soiree, where he regaled himself
with Pakistani delights. Then he
did not see terrorism as an im-
pediment in the way of reaching
an agreement’’.

The Nation expressed disap-
pointment that Gen. Musharraf
failed to win support for the Kash-
mir cause at the summit despite
Pakistan having a ‘“foolproof
case’. It said Mr. Vajpayee bene-
fited from Pakistan's weakness to
the maximim. “Instead of speak-
ing on the merits of the issue for
which he had no arguments, he
diverted his blows to the Achille’s
heel, the military rule in Pakis- |
tan”.
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PM lambasts Pak do

Musharraf talks of freedom here and tifles democracy at home: Atal |

S.Rajagopalan ? g
United Nations, September

N A forceful rebuttal of
IPakistans assertions, Prime

Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
today asked the world community
to see through Islamabad's
"Orwellian mockery of truth" and
appreciate the Indian stance that
terrorism and dialogue just cannot
go together.

"The authors of a terrgr t%m-
paign that has claimed e than
30,000 innocent lives in Infia are
now offering new initiatiyes for

~ dialogue,” Mr Vajpayee tdld the
UN Millennium Sumnmit. They are
also the ones who actively sabo-
taged a historic peace initiative, he
said, without explicitly naming
Pakistan.

Speaking two days after General
Pervez Musharraf's anti-India
tirade from the same platform, Mr
Vajpayee remarked: "Those who
have stifled democracy at home,
speak of freedom from this forum.

"Those who have engaged in
clandestine acquisition of nuclear
weapons and delivery systems talk
of ridding South Asia of these.
Those who have repudiated
solemn covenants talk of new
agreements to prevent war."

If it was an oblique attack on
Pakistan at the UN forum, Mr
Vajpayee came upfront durmg his
address to New York's Asia
Society. Accusing Pakistan of
adopting cross-border terrorism as
an instrument of state pOlle, he
asked the world ¢community to
reject attempts to cloak such acts
as jehad (holy war).

Ahead of his UN address, Mr
Vajpayee signed the Comprehen-
sive Convention Against Terror-
ism. While doing so, he made a
strong plea for the early adoption
and implementation of this con-
vention, piloted by France and
signed by about 25 countries so far.
Pakistan has not signed it yet.

The signing of the convention by
Vajpayee  during the UN
Millennium Summit is considered
significant as India itself is a victim
of Pakistan-sponsored cross-bor-
der terrorism and has been in the
forefront seeking international
support to fight the menace.

Vajpayee signed the 28-article
convention, initiated by France, at
the UN Headquarters, shortly

before he addressed the
Millennium Summit.

India is the 13th country to sign

the convention. Sri Lanka became* -

the first country to ratify it and it
needs 22 ratification to go into
force. The convention does not
have any enforcement provision
like all other such instruments but
diplomats say a member-state is
expected to abide by it once it
becomes a signatory.

Called international convention
for suppression of the financing of
terrorism, it makes it obligatory for
a state party to establish mecha-
nisms to compensate the victims of
terrorism from the funds seized.

It also demands that every state
takes measures to ensure that the
persons charged with terrorism are
available for prosecution in the
country where the crime is com-
mitted.

Should a state not extradite a

person charg’:ed with terrorism, it is
expected to prosecute him or her
under its own laws and without
delay.

Mr Vajpayee's summit address,
apart from the counter-blast
against Gen. Musharraf's "states-
man-like words," also made a
strong reiteratign of India's posi-
tion on the nuclear issue.

While justifying the 1998 tests by
citing the spread of nuclear
weapons in India's "neighbour-
hood" and the refusal of the

nuclear powers to pursue disarma-
ment, Mr Vajpayee emphasxsed
that India was committeg to a pol-

icy. based on responsibility - tnd

restraint.

The Prime Minister lent full sup- -

port to the UN Secretary-
General's proposal for an interna-
tional conference to address the
nuclear dangers.

India's commitment to universal,
verifiable nuclear disarmament
remains undiminished, he said
adding that for half a century,
India had been in the forefront of
the disarmament campaign.

On the CTBT issue, Mr Vajpayee
said that while India was in the
process of evolving a national con-
sensus on the subject, it would not
prevent the entry into force of this
treaty. India itself, in the interreg-
num, was continuing with its volun-
tary moratorium on further under-
ground nuclear tests.

s

I %his address to the Asia Society,
made within hours of his atrival on
ay, .the Prime Minister

’sha ly criticised” Islamabad for

mispeading India's generosity of
spiri* and desire for friendly rela-
tion sweakness.

"In-.he face of extreme provoca-
tion, we have shown patience and
restraint," he said adding that fione
should doubt that India had the
means and the will to protect its
territorial integrity, secular unity
and communal harmony.

ME' Vajpayee also went into the
chall® \ges of globalisation because
of th" ~ymmetry in benefits that'it
has ght about for the devel-
opea.  d the developing countries.
He made out a strong case for aug-
menting  the  International
Monetary Fund's resources to deal
with the economic crisis created by
the globalisation policy being pur-
sued by its member countries.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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By Sridhar Knshnaswanu“

UNITED NATIONS, SEPT. 8. The Pakis-
tani Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, has urged the United
States President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
to use stronger methods to press
india to resolve the  Kashmir
problem. Arguing that he was not
disappointed by the U.S. re-
sponse to his pronouncements on
Kashmir, and that Mr. Clinton is
indeed trying to resolve the dis-
pute, Gen. Musharraf said, “May-
be a stronger method of
persuasion is required to really
get things moving.”

At a packed press conference at
the United Nations headquarters,
Gen. Musharraf, asked about
meeting the Indian Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, said: ‘1
have said I would like to meet at
any level, at any place and at any
time. Now the ball is totally in Mr.
Vajpayee’s court... (but) T don't
see any progress on the issue.”

Maintaining that the overall sit-
uation in Kashmir remains un-
changed, and that a lot depended
on India by way of a solution, the
General termed the recent devel-
opments extremely negative. Re-
ferring to New Delhi's position
that Pakistan had no role in the
talks between the Indian Govern-
ment and the Hizb-ul- Mujahi-
deen, he termed it “ridiculous”.
India and Pakistan are the main
stakeholders in Kashmir, and if
India was talking about status
quo, it was being unrealistic.

‘Lack of sincerity’

Gen. Musharraf, who has been
pushing for international media-

tion in Kashmir, said he was not
averse to bilateralism. ‘‘Basically
bilateral methodology may be the

best... if there is sincerity on both
sides. But when there is lack of
sincerity and disputes are not be-
ing resolved or there is no pro-
gress in bilateral negotiations, the
only methodology left is for some-
body to mediate.”

He maintained that his country
was in a conflict region and there-
fore economic cooperation re-
mained a “far cry”’. Kashmir was
the “‘only dispute” between India
and Pakistan, and other differenc-
es between the two countries
were irritants Reiterating the
theme of a ‘no-war-pact’, the
Chief Executive said he had gone
all the way, taken the extreme
step of calling for no use of force,
and is for a proportional reduc-
tion of forces — conventional and
non-conventional.

Gen. Musharraf, who has been
focussing on Kashmir in the last
several days in New York, appears
convinced that there has been a

Put more pressure on
wIndia, says Musharraf

change in theit rnaqlona] com-
munity’s attitudef towards the is-
sue. He said ther¢ was a lot of talk
on Kashmir todgy; he could see
the “understanding” of the peo-
ple, and that Kashmir was in “fo-

cus”.
U.N.’s duty V
Calling on the U.N. toMrfuster

the political will to solve the issue,
Gen. Musharraf once again posed
the question, “If East Timor could
be solved in two years, why not
Kashmir?” It was the duty of the
U.N. to solve the Kashmir prob-
lem. At a broader level, he argued
that the U.N. must have in place a
strong mechanism for conflict-
and dispute-resolution.

Runs into Putin

UNI reports:

Gen. Musharraf had a chance
meeting with the Russian Presi-
dent, Mr. Vladimir Putin, on
Thursday, during which they are
understood to have exchanged
views on bilateral and interna-
tional issues. It so happened that
the two leaders, seated at a short
distance in the General Assembly
hall, silently acknowledged each
other and later found a secluded
corner for a one-to-one meeting,
aided by a Russian interpreter.
The Pakistan Foreign Minister,
Mr. Abdul Sattar, joined them lat-
er.

The Pakistani delegation’s spo-
kesperson, Mr. Riaz Mohammad
Khan, described the meeting as
cordial and warm. Moscow often
accuses Pakistan of backing
Chechnya’s Muslim separatists
but the spokesperson said the is-
sue was not raised

—




Musharraf ready for talks

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistani
T military  ruler
General Pervez
Musharraf has
urged an inter-
vention by -the
United Nations
security council
to resolve the
: I Kashmir dispute
- in the interest of
Pervez Musharraf .. ¢ and securi-
. tyina“heavily militarised region.”
" “When one party to a dispute (In-
dia) is intransigent in rejecting the
use of peaceful means, the security
‘council is empowered to act,” he
said in his five-minute speech at the
largest-ever gathe. :ng of world lead-

ers at the UN-sponsored millenni-
um summit here on Wednesday.

To drive his point home, Gen
Musharraf cited the UN interven-
tions in Bosnia and Kosovo and the
latest intense efforts by the interna-
tional community for finding a solu-
tion to the Palestine issue. He said
the problem lay not in the UN char-

ter but in the lack of political will. .

“Until we produce that will, all talk
of crisis prevention and dispute res-
olution will ring hollow,” the Gener-
al said, adding, “Kashmir crigs for
justice even after 52 years.”
Gen Musharraf said P:
was prepared to take “bold initia-
tives to change the status
through a dialogue with India at

Irgij

ny level, at~any tim¢ and any
where.” He listed his earlier pro-
posals of no war pact with India,
willingness for a reduction of forces
and freeing South Asia free from all
nuclear weapons. “Pakistan will not
be drawn into an arms race, nuclear
or conventional, irrespective of
provocation,” he said.

He spoke of the dangers to peace
and security if Kashmir dispute was
allowed to linger particularly be-
cause South Asia stood “heavily
militarised, even nuclearised.”

“The situation is certainly not of
Pakistan’s making. We have been
obliged to respond to thé compul-
sions of our security and have mere-
ly acted in self defence,” he said. ;p1)




Musharraf harps on Kashmir

issue!“seeks UN inte

rvention

In 5-minute speech, he says India 1s not responding to peace moves

HTC and Agencles
United Nations, September 7

AKISTAN'S MILITAAY
Pruler Gen Pervez Musharraf

stuck to his Kashmir script to
the virtual exclusion of everything
else at the UN Millennium Summit
on Wednesday even as Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee was
winging his way to New York.

Mr Vajpayee, Indian sources
indicated, will come up with his
own emphatic counter when
he addresses this largest-ever
gathering of world leaders on
Friday. It will be a firm, no-
nonsense rebuttal of the Pakistani
propaganda, the sources said.

Gen Musharraf, true to expecta-
tion, sought the UN Security
Council's intervention to resolve
the Kashmir issue.

"When one party to a dispute is
intransigent, the Security Council
is empowered to act,” he said
adding: "Unless there is strong
mediation, nothing can be done."

In a bid to build diplomatic pres-
sure on New Delhi on other mat-
ters as well, Gen Musharraf spoke

of Pakistan's readiness for a no-war
pact with India as also one on
mutual reduction of forces.
Although Islamabad is still to
respond to the Indian offer to sign
a no-first use on the nuclear
option, he spoke of the need for a
nuclear-free South Asia.

He kept reverting to the Kashmir
issue by saying that the root of the
problem was Kashmir and it must
be resolved through "strong media-
tion". He made no reference to the

heightened cross-border terrorism
in Jammu & Kashmir.

He listed his earlier proposals of
no war pact with India, willingness
for a reduction of forces and free-
ing South Asia from all nuclear
weapons. "Pakistan will not be
drawn into an arms race, nuclear
or conventional, irrespective of
provocation," he said.

He spoke of the dangers to peace
and security if the Kashmir dispute
was allowed to linger, particularly
because South Asia stood "heavily

militarised, even nuclearised."

Cuban leader Fidel Castro was
the star of the subsequent session.
The legendary US baiter was in his
elements, though somewhat con-
stricted by the five-minute time-
limit for speech-making.

Other key leaders to speak
day one of the three-day summit
included Russian leader Vladimir
Putin, Chinese President Jiang
Zemin and British Prime Minister
Tony Blair.

Mr Jiang Zemin himself,

Y Y T s N T17]11]1@ during his address, took pot-

shots at the US by substituting
a Cold War mentality by a new
security concept that is based on
trust, equality and cooperation.
Outside the UN headquarters,
the activity was even more hectic
with a spate of protests to articu-
late a variety of concerns. The
Falun Gong sect, which has been at
the receiving end of a Chinese
crackdown, organised a major
demonstration. A host of other
countries and their leade
the targets of public ire
demonstrations were
peaceful.

generally
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HT Correspondent
Wagah (Amvritsar), September 7

A4

~4%<HE BORDER Securi&
Force (BSF) today handed
over 14 Pakistani nationals
to Pakistan Rangers today at this
joint check post between India and

akistan. The BSF had brought 28

akistani nationals but the
Rangers verified only 14 of them.

The Rangers also brought one
Indian national to hand over to the
BSF. But owing to confusion over
his name, he could not be handed
over to BSE. This man in question
is 33-year-old Malkiat Chand of
village Ahmednagar in Gurdaspur
district. He was among the four
Indians who were to repartiated on
August 16. But that day also owing
to similar confusion over his name
he was taken back by the Pakistani
authorities.

Malkiat Chand, who crossed over
to Pakistan about 19 months back
had given his name as Bilu to
Pakistani authorities. He had sent
letters to his elder brother Mr
Tirlok Chand in which he had
given this name. He wrote these
letters from Gujranwala and Kot

soners handed over to Pakistan

0
Lakhpat jails. “Q’

Today police brought his brother
and Sarpanch of his village
Sukhvinder Singh to identify him.
But till the writing of this news,
Pakistani Rangers and BSF offi-
cials could not sort out the matter.

Among the Pakistani nationals
who were sent to their country was
45-year-old Shahid Hussian, who
told newsmen that he was "asked”
by Allah to go to India to carry out
a jehad. Hussain, a religious
preacher, landed in Jammu, where
he was arrested three years ago.

All the Pakistani nationals were
lodged in Central Jail in Jammu.
Except Mohammad Yakub, others
said they crossed over to India by
"mistake". But sixty-year-old
Yakub said that he had come to
India on a Visa to meet his rela-
tives in Delhi. "But it was my bad
luck that I decided to visit Jammu
from I was arrested for violation of
passport and visa regulations”. His
two sons are settled abroad and his
two daughters had completed
higher studies.

A resident of Lahore, Yakub said
he was returning to his country
after three years.
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Pak seeks UN role

in Kashmir, i
A %

PTi & AFP

UNHQ, Sept. 6. — Pakistan today soufht the intervention of the
UN Security Council for resolution df the Kashmir problem,
accusing India of intransigence.

Addressing the UN Millennium Summit here, Gen Pervez
Musharraf said his country wanted a no-war pact with India, was
ready for a mutual reduction in forces and sought a nuclear-free
South Asia. “When one party to a dispute is intransigent in reject-
| ing the use of peaceful means, the Security Council is empowered
to act,” he said in a speech entirely devoted to Kashmir.

In an interview to The New York Times, Gen Musharraf said he
saw no hope of negotiating with India over Kashmir. “Unless
there is strong mediation, justice cannot come about. East Timor
provides an excellent example of how such situations can be
solved if the world community shows the will.”

Meanwhile, UN Secretary-General Mr Kofi Annan strongly sup-
ported the British proposal for the Security Council’s expansion
and rejected the contention that it would make the body weak and
ineffective. India is a strong contender for a permanent seat in an
expanded council.

N Korea row: The USA has regretted an incident at Frankfurt
airport in which North Korean officials were allegedly strip-
searched, resulting in North Korea’s pullout from the summit.

North Korea’s vice-minister for foreign affairs, Mr Choe Su Hon,
had complained that North Korean nominal head of state,
Mr Kim Yong-nam, and others in the delegation were rudely
searched by US air security officials as they were to board a flight
to New York. “Security officers opened suitcase and handbags of
each member, forced them to take off clothes and shoes and thor-
oughly searched even the sensitive parts of the body as if they
were criminals.” The two Koreas have said the diplomatic ro
wouldn’t affect their warming relations.

8 Photograph, more reports on
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NEW DELHI, Sept. 5. — A man broke}ltk the
home of an Indian diplomat in Islamdbad on
Saturday and tried to molest his two minor
daughters when the high commission official
and his wife were away.

The incident drew sharp reactions in New
Delhi, as the houses of Indian officials are sup-
posedly under surveillance by Pakistani
Intelligence officers.

“It appears the intruder not only had the
knowledge of the absence of the staff member
and his wife but was also sure they would not
return home early. The role of Pakistani Intell-
igence officials was therefore extremely ques-
tionable,” the foreign ministry spokesman said.

The spokesman said the Indian official had
gone to a hospital with his wife. His daughters,
aged eight and six were playing in the driveway
with their seven-year-old neighbour — the

daughter of another embassy official.

The intruder took two of the girls to a corner

of the garden and attempted to molest them.
The girls somehow broke free and ran iunside
Then the intruder left,

T

Tndian diplOn\l/;ltJS daughters

¢\ molested 1n Islamabad

The MEA summoned the Pakistani depui:
high commissioner yesterday and told him that .

India had taken the gravest view of the inciden!

and expected the intruder to be arrested, prose-

cuted and punished. The Indian high

?mm}s-. ‘

sioner in Islamabad conveyed the same deémand

to the Pakistan foreign secretary.
Both Pakistani officials have expressed roge:
and promised a full investigation.

In a separate incident on Sunday, another offi- :

cial and his family were detained at a police | -

station for 40 minutes. The official was going !
from Islamabad to Taxila. India has alwn

protested against this.

B Pak carries war to cyEerspace, page 8
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Pak firing ki \
three BSF me

At
SRINAGAR, Sept. 1. Etike
BSF personnel were killed i
Pakistani shelling along the
LoC in Ja & Kashmir last
night. %{U\N\_
Sub/Inspector Hans Raj died
instdntly and ASI SK Sinha
wag grievously injured when
istani troops targeted a
F post in Nowgam sector.
inha later died. Another
eport said Pakistani firing in
Samba sector killed another
BSF jawan.

Former J&K minister, Maulvi
Iftikhar Hussain Ansari, today
survived another attempt on
his life, when militants set off
a mine blast that killed three
of his security staff.
Hizbul stand: Hi.bul Muyja-
hideen today said its talks
with the Centre could be res-
umed if the government gave
" up its “rigid” stand on Kashmir

and “accepted” it as a “disput-

ed territory”. — PTIVUNI
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Iﬁlr,

warns Paklstan

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee has warned
Pakistan against inciting cross-
border terrorism and made it clear
that India will not hesitate in giv-
ing a fitting reply to such provoca-
tive acts.

“On the one hand, Pakistan says
it is willing to participate in talks,
on the other it continues to be
deeply involved in violence,

and Kashmir”. 9")' < e’“&

Holding Pakistan responsible
for the ruptured peace process and
the resurgence of hostilities, Mr
Vajpayee remarked, “The world
knows who has sabotaged the
peace efforts.” Significantly, the
PM kept alive the prospects of
negotiations.

Dwelling on other issues, Mr
Vajpayee said his government
would accord equal priority to

|

killings and cross- both security and development.
Terrorist  activi- - first years of the
ties and peace ini- | ® ‘Terrorist activities and peace | new century as

tiatives cannot go initiati_ves can,not go tdhe ldecadet t }c;f
hand-in-hand,” hand-in-hand Ple\/\lle Oltm;elza,r i
S?‘d | the };1M ® ‘Kashmir will always remain an | df)eubling tghee
bluntly in his| " jntegral part of India’ countrvs T per
Independence M p

@ ‘India is ready to provide a capita income by

Day speech from
healing touch to bleeding J&K' | 2010

the ramparts of

the Red Fort.

Economic

Affirming that “Kashmir will
always remain an integral part of
India”, Mr Vajpayee cautioned
Pakistan against the futility of
waging an “undeclared war” on
that front. The neighbour, he said,
“is making a big mistake if it
thinks that its subversive activity
will yield results™.

He said that Pakistan should
realise that its attempt to chal-
lenge India’s integrity 50 years
after Independence will amount to

“setting the clock back”. He urged
the rulers in Islamabad not to
embark on any such misadven-
ture. The mood of the new century,
he observed, was demdedly against
tinkering with a country’s map by
either triggering religious passions
or brute violence.

Balancing the warning with the
promise of negotiations, he said
India was ready to provide a
“healing touch to bleeding Jammu

reforms, he said,
would be the vehicle for this trans-
formation. “To reform is to turn
the inevitability of change in the
direction of progress. To reform is
to improve the life of every citi-
zen,” he remarked.

Observing the far-reaching eco-
nomic and political changes across
the world, Mr Vajpayee said
reforms were the need of the hour.
Taking note of India’s strides in IT,
he said, “The country is likely to
hit the export target of over Rs
200.000 crore by 2008.”

Announcing a rural road
scheme, the PM said that in the
next few years, all villages would
be connected by roads.

The PM said the campaign
against corruption in hxgh places
would be stepped up. “Our coun-
try cannot attain the desired level
of development without probity in
administration and in pubhc life.”

L ] -
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ISLAMABAD: Chief executive
Gen. Pervez
Musharraf,
currently in
New  York,
said Pakistan
was ready to
face any
aggressive
§| designs  of
. 244 India.
Pervez Musharraf  In an exclu-
sive interview to The News of
Pakistan, Gen. Musharrafsaid,
“India will not only find
Pakistan ready to face any mili-
tary adventure but will also
repent any such foolish action.”
“We are totally prepared for
the worst. We have been pre-
pared for many months. They
would better not initiate any-
thing across the Line of Control.
They will repent it, he added.
Gen Pervez described his visit
to the UN. as very successful
and said he amply projected the
Kashmir case whose solution
has been eluding for over 50
years.

Gen Pervez took exception to
the alleged issuance of a full
page anti-Pakistan advertise-
ment by India in a U.S.newspa-
per. He said, “I seriously think
that this kind of crude demon-
stration does not carry much

ﬁlkista% ready to |
ageressive designs:

weight. It does not create any
perceptions or alter opinions.”

While talking to other
Pakistani journalists in New
York, Gen Pervez Musharraf
criticised the role of journalists
who tried to create a wrong
impression by publishing incor-
rect reports about him and his
government. He said, “T have no
desire to stifle the press
although some of what had
been printed in Pakistan would
have been justified stifling 10
times over. I believe that good
sense will prevail. That is my
hope.”

Gen Pervez said, “I must
express my disappointment with
some of what I see in the press. [
say it from my heart. There is
money at work in some cases.
Tell me truthfully if it is true or
not. Aren’t some reports pub-
lished for financial rewards?
Reports which the journalists
know are devoid of facts. I say,
either such journalists are fools
or they are working for vested
interests.” “The national inter-
est should be supreme.” he
added.

He appreciated the role of the
Indian newspapers and said
they seem to always bear the
national interest in mind. They
even distort truth if they feel it

ace In
Mushattal

India’s

serves the national interest. Gen
Pervez described as nonsense
the rumours which say that
there was a difference among
the Corps Commanders. He
said the Pakistan army was a
disciplined organisation and
nobody could even think of a
coup under present circum-
stances.

He said, had he the slightest
of doubts, he would not have
stayed back peacefully in New
York for 10 days. He said he
believed in consultations with
all his colleagues, the Corps
Commanders and the principal
staff officers before taking the a
final decision which is of course
his own. This was the correct
way, he added.

About the signing of the
CTBT, the general said, person-
ally he had no objection but he
wanted a full consensus on this
issue in the country. He said
Pakistan would not sign the
CTBT unless India did the
same.

About the 1971 debacle and
Justice Hamoodur Rehman
commission’s report, he said
the 1971 tragedy was not only a
military but a political debacle
as well. He said no trial would
be held based on Hamood
report. (wny
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‘ AGENCIES

KARACHI, AUG 12 qﬁgw\’\—

PAKISTANS mlhtary ruler
General Pervez Musharraf arnd

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-

payee may meet at the United Na- -
tions in New York next month, a
Pakistani minister said on Satur-
day. . . :
' “When the two leaders are pre-
. -sent in the gathering nothing can

be ruled out;” Information Minis-
ter Javed Jabbar said. “Though
nothing has so far been discussed
and agreed upon, they may decide
tomeet separately,” he told AFE.

Jabbar said Musharraf would'
brief the world leaders and UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan

about the situation in South Asia
and the necessity of finding a
peaceful solution to the Kashmir
issue. -Meanwhile;. in Islamabad

ajpayee, Musharraf may

I Hizbul chief Salahuddin urges Paklstan

militant  oWptlift lebul Mu-
jahideen’s chief Sged Salahudin
“has urged Pakistan to send troops
-into the Kashmir Valley even, if it
means a war.-“Pakistan should

physically involve itselfin Kashmir. -

We want war because war will
solve the issue,” Salahudin told
AP.

At his headquarters in a posh
neighbourhood of Islamabad,
Salahudin sharply crmcxsed Indla

meet;

send troopsﬁt() Kashmir -

" for last week’s collapse of the

cease-fire offer.issued by his group
on July 24 From the - outset,
Salahudin said, the cease-fire
hinged on a “meaningful dia-
logue” For Salapudin and his
group, “meaningfifl” tiieans peace
talks that included Pakistan, India
and the Kashmiri leadership. For

. India, it means bilateral talks with
. the Kashmiris, which new. Delhl_

quickly agreed fo.

NIHAN EXP i -

NDIAN EXPRE.._
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ent’ bid

to trlgger blasts

on I-Day

foiled

by Delhl police

The Times of india News Service
and Agencies

NEW DELHI: A Pakistani Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) agent,
who was planning to trigger explo-
sions during the August 15 cele-
brations in the capital, was nabbed
by the Delhi police along with
over 10 kg of RDX and several
timers. n@u
Police comfhissioner Ajai Raj
Sharma said on Friday that Jannat
Gul (20), working for a Hizbul
Mujahideen commander and the
ISI, was nabbed from a guest
house in Nizamuddin in south
Delhi on Thursday. The accused
had allegedly hidden the explo-
sives in a park near the guest
house. They were later seized by
the police.

The seized explosives included

and the IAF has been asked to
shoot down planes flying without
permission,” Mr Sharma told
reporters.

These steps have been taken fol-
lowing intelligence reports that
the ISI might use unmanned aerial
vehicles to cause destruction on
August 15.

He said IAF helicopters would
also be pressed into service to
maintain a strict vigil on the
crowds around Red Fort from
where the Prime Minister will
address the nation.

Gul, a youth of Afghan origin
but born in Pakistan, was residing
in Quetta in Pakistan before he
began to participate in militant
activities. “During interrogation,
Gul told us he was trained for
three months in handling explo-

10.2 kg of RDX, sives and arms at
two ; ABCD a camp in
timers, four pen- Sansakoti in
cil timers, three |® The accused hid explosives in | o " 1o d,
electronic deto- | 8 Park along with some
nators, four ordi- | ® Alr space restriction to be other  people
nary detonators, | enforced over Dethion1-Day | from countries
six energiser bat- | @ IS might use unmanned aerial | like Sudan,
{)eries and fm? 30| vehicles to cause destruction Thfrk}cl:y and
ore pistol, along Afghanistan,”
with 38 bullets, | ® - copters Wil maintain vigh | | arma said.
“Two of the He also under-

pre-fabricated improvised explo-
sives devices had been timed to go
off on August 15, and would have
caused deadly blasts that day,” Mr
Sharma said and added that Gul
was arrested by a team of special
cell officers on the basis of specific
intelligence inputs from a central
agency.

“It is possible the ISI and other
agencies have pushed in more
such people into the capital.
Hence the police have been put on
maximum alert until the August 15
celebrations are over. Other agen-
cies are also being involved in
this,” Mr Sharma said®

Meanwhile, the Delhi police, in
collaboration with the Indian Air
Force (IAF), have made elaborate
security arrangements for this
year’s Independence Day in the
wake of threats from militants
operating from Pakistan.

“On August 15, air space restric-
tlons will be enforced over Dethi

went training in manufacturing
and assembling arms as well as
inambush tactics, before being
pushed into India through the Un
sector in Baramulla for terrorist
acts in Pulwama,” he said.

He returned to Pakistan and
came in contact with ISI agents
and the Hizbul commander. “After
further training, he was given Rs
80,000 for crossing over and caus-
ing explosions in the capital,” Mr
Sharma said. Gul gave the money
to his parents to pay off their
debts.

Gul had arrived in Delhi on July
9 and had surveyed the Red Fort
area from where the Prime
Minister traditionally addresses
the country during the I-Day céle-
brations.

“He went back to Jammu and
brought the explosive materials in
a false bottom bag and came back
to the capital on August 9,” Mr
Sharma said.
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/ Keep the Line¥ Open

Pakistan
(v

IGHT years ago,
Haass, an American offici

ministration argued in a short but
brilliant book that for conflict to be
resolved, conditions must be ripe
for diplomacy. Haass, now director,
foreign policy studies at Brookings
Institution and a keen India watch-
er, studied conflicts in West Asia,
the Indian subcontinent, southern
Africa and Northern Ireland to see
what lessons, if any, they had for the
US policy-makers. The analysis
yielded considerable under-
standing not just of conflict resolu-
tion, but of reasons why some
conflicts remained unripe for solu-
tions despite enormous efforts. Not
surprisingly, among those that
appeared the least ripe at the time
Haass ‘wrote the book was the
Kashmir conflict.

Haass’ aim was to educate US
policy-makers, but his insight has
widerapplication, most obviously in
posing the question as to whether
the situation in Kashmir has now
matured for settlement or that we
are damaging the enamel biting
into unripe fruit. Having been bit-
ten many times, US specialists
would probably shy away from a
straightforward answer. Observers
in India are liable to argue that
the time has indeed come for a
settlement, even though there
would be a measure of wish-fulfil-
ment in their claim.

From the time voters came out in
significant numbers for the Lok
Sabhaelections in 1996, it has been
evident that the people of the Val-
ley yearn for peace. By the end of
1993 it was clear that the high tide
of the Kashmiri insurgency had be-
gun to ebb, this event was marked
by a declaration of unilateral cease-
fire by the Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front in 1994. To
counter this, the Pakistani Inter-
Services  Intelligence  began
sendingincreasing numbers of Pak-
istani and other foreign militants,
many simply for money and some-
thing to do, but others in pursuit of
what they saw as their religious
duty) But they have not been able to
effect any change in thesituation on
the'ground. After the failure of the
Pakistani gamble in Kargil in 1999,
it has become clear that India can-
not be forced out of Kashmir
through military means.

In this backdrop, the price of con-
tinuing the conflict began to look

© steeper than ever to the average
Kashmiri dissident, On July 24, bit-
ing the bullet as it were, the Hizbul

By MANOJ JOSHI

ujahideen, the last remaining
Kashmiri militant group of any sig-
nificance called for a ceasefire. The
organisation has lost some

12,000 people in the past ten
years but the much higher price
that even the non-combatant
Kashmiris have paid cannot be
simply understood by looking at
the statistics.

Just why the peace effort failed so
ignominiously has been summed up
in L K Advani’s statement to Par-
liament a day after the ceasefire
collapsed. He noted that the offer
of a ceasefire was made in Srinagar,
but the withdrawal was announced
in Islamabad. Adding “that the
voice that made the announcement
may have been (Hizb supreme
commander) Salahuddin’s, but the
words came from the ruling estab-
lishment in Islamabad.”

Circumstantial evidence would
suggest that this was indeed so. The
barbaric response to the ceasefire

¢ Observers in India feel that
conditions are right for a
Kashmir settlement

« The Hizb ceasefire was
announced in Srinagar, it
was withdrawn in Islamabad

o | eft to itself, the Hizb would
probably want to continue
10 work out a negotiated
settlement

* Now that the taboo has been
broken, talks can still be
resumed at a later date

declaration came in the form of sys-
tematic massacres by groups that
are headquartered in Pakistan. In-
stead of condemning the massacres,
officials in Islamabad fudged the is-
sue. Then they panicked and pres-
sured the Hizb into terminating the
ceasefire on the flimsy pretext that
India was not involving Pakistan
in the talks.

Pakistani officials undoubtedly
knew that talks on substantive is-
sues were not on the agenda, at
least for the first few rounds. The fo-
cus of discussions in these rounds
would have been on ways to imple-
ment the ceasefire in the Valley. It
was for this reason that the negotia-
tors were Fazal Qureshi, who is not
a member of the Hizb or the Ja-
maat-e-Islami, and three Hizb com-
manders. By upping the ante when
it did, Pakistan ensured that the
talks never reached the stage of

ust Give up Kashmir Fantasy

dialogue on ways to bring peace
to the state.

Indian leaders have declared that
they are firm on their commitment
to take up a dialogue with anyone
who met their main condition —
cessation of violence. They have
emphasised that they will not use
the cover of the Indian Constitu-
tion to avoid talking to secession-
ists. But they are insisting that Is-
lamabad cease cross-border sup-
port to militancy in the Valley as a
precondition for holding talks with
Pakistan. The reason for this lies in
Prime Ministers Vajpayee’s and
Sharif’s Lahore achievement and
its betrayal by the Pakistani mili-
tary establishment in Kargil.

What is the future now likely to
unfold ? The burden of Mr Ad-
vani’s statement is that the Hizb is
being compelled to speak in two
voices and that left to itself it would
like to continue the path it chose on
July 24. There arereasons to believe
that the public announcement of
the ceasefire and the talks are only
the tip of a much larger effort that
has been undertaken by Indian and
US officials to bring around Pak-
istan and the Hizb. As part of this,
Indian intelligence agencies met
and talked to Hizb leaders an-
destablished clandestine channels
of communications with them,
while the US has worked hard
to persuade the Pakistanis to
give peace a chance.

Undoubtedly these back chan-
nels are still open, even though the
Hizb commanders have gone un-
derground and their supreme com-
mander has ordered them to under-
take strikes against India. But there
is another way of looking at it. The
ceasefire and talks may have bro-
ken down, but the taboo is broken
and there is no reason why they
cannot be resumed again.

Meanwhile, what needs to be
done is clear: Create conditions in
which the Kashmir problem can be
resolved. This is, of course, easier
said than done. There are obvious
reasons why India and the Hizb
want peace, both are paying a
heavy price for the conflict. But the
costs to Pakistan are not so
casily apparent. Insurgency in
Kashmir is a low-cost option for its
military clique to bleed India.
But just who is hurting more is
becoming increasingly apparent.
Getting Pakistan to come down to
earth after 50 years of living in a
fantasy world is not an easy task,
but it is necessary if peace is to be
restored to Kashmir.
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Bharti Jain

NEW DELHI 11 AUGUST

: THE SUDDEN upsurge in vio-
i lence in Jammu and Kashmir has
i foxed the Indian authorities, who
i are looking at possible rifts within
i the Pakistani military establish-
i ment to explain the trail of death
i and destruction in the Valley over
i the last ten 10 days.

While New Delhi was recon-
i ciled to a Pakistan-orchestrated
i spurt in violence in the wake of
i the ceasefire with Hizbul
i Mujahideen and later its with-
i drawal, it had expected the mili-
i tant attacks to be of low intensity.
The assessment was based on
i the assumption that Pakistan,
i which is already under interna-
i tional spotlight for its abatement of
: cross-border terrorism in. the
i Valley state, would not like to gain
i further notoriety.

: That the West, particularly
i the US, no longer considers
i Islamabad’s protestations of inno-
i cence to be sincere and has made
¢ this known to its military leader,

/ndia looks at skeletons in
‘military closet for blas

was perceived by the government
as a strong ground for Pakistan to
restrain the ISI and other militant
groups in Jammu and Kashmir.
However, the situation on the
ground betrays this perception.
The massacre of over 100 people,
including 25 Amarnath pilgrims,
last week and the killing of 10
security personnel and a press
photographer in a powerful car
explosion on Thursday can be
described as one of most severe

POST-MORTEM

spells of violence inflicted upon
the Valley during the last decade.

The authorities here feel con-
strained to search for the possible
explanation for.Islamiabad’s defi-
ance. One of the reasons could be
the tussle for supremacy within
the Islamabad’s military-ISI estab-
lishment. The authority of
Pakistan’s chief executive, Gen
Pervez Musharraf, is reportedly
under challenge from his deputy,
Lt Gen Mohammad Aziz, the head

N ’\ .....................

ak

‘)
auses

of milj operations who is also
in control pf the ISI.

Lt Gen\ Aziz is said to com-
mand the loyalty of the all-impor-
tant Rawalpindi, Lahore and
Karachi corps. He opposes Gen
Musharraf’s “softening” under
international pressure by offering
to talk to New Delhi and accepting
the ceasefire called by the Hizb.

Lt Gen Aziz is thus dead
against squandering away the
gains made by Pakistan during the
proxy war in Kashmir by settling
for a peace dialogue at this junc-
ture. The leadership tussle apart,
it is suggested that the Lashkar-e-
Toiba might have stepped up the
violence to establish itself as the
leading jehadi group and to score
points off Hizbul.

Its intention to step intg the
vacuum that would have been cre-
ated had the Hizbul not suc-
cumbed to pressure from Pakistan
to call off the peace negotiations,
was obvious from the attack it
launched just after the announce-
ment of the ceasefire.

7
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~Blast at Pak’s behest: PM

49 it
NEW DELHI, AUG. 10. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, said tonight that the car
bomb explosion in Srinagar was
executed “at the behest of Pakis-
tan”.

“This is yet another example of
Islamabad’s sustained campaign
of cross-border terrorism in Jam-
mu and Kashmir and other parts
of India,”” Mr. Vajpayee said in a
statement condemning the das-
tardly act.

The Prirne Minister said the
State Government had been
asked to provide adequate med-
ical assistance to those injured.

Conveying his heart-felt condo-
lences to the families of the secu-
rity personnel and Mr. Pradeep
Bhatia, a photo journalist of The
Hindustan Times, Mr. Vajpayee
said, “‘as in the past, and more
recently on August 1 and 2, in-
nocent people have lost their lives
in today's explosion.” Condemn-
ing such dastardly attacks on in-
nocent civilians by “those who
refuse to tread the path of peace
and have consciously chosen ter-
ror as a weapon’ he said, ‘‘we will
continue our battle against terror-
ism till such time this evil is de-
stroyed.”

Pak. desperate: Farooq

The Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah,
said the blast showed Pakistan’s
desperation to flare up violence to

. prevent the peace initiatives.
! Terming the militant act the
| “most barb}ric”, he said “killing

g

people and engineering blasts at
crowded places will not the take
ultras anywhere... By such grue-
some acts, they may be obliging
their mentors across the border,

but their acts are against the ten-

ets of Islam and humanity.” —
PTI

We will deal any Govt.

in Pak.: Page 13

By Sridhar Krishnaswami
WASHINGTON, AUG. 10. In faulting
the Hizbul Mujahideen for in-
sisting on a new condition — in-
clusion of Pakistan in the talks
— after the ceasefire and offer
of dialogue was announced and
accepted by India, the Clinton
administration has reminded
New Delhi that a solution to the
Kashmir issue cannot come
about without direct discus-
sions between India and Pakis-
tan taking into account the
wishes of the Kashmiri people.

“We believe that the Hizbul
Mujahideen-Indian  dialogue
was simply not given enough
time. It is not helpful for the
Hizbul Mujahideen to insist on
anew condition after the cease-
fire and offer of dialogue was
announced and accepted by In-
dia,” the State Department
spokesman,  Mr.  Richard
Boucher, said during a press
briefing.

“Specifically, the August
deadline for tripartite talks A
cluding Pakistan was ad

Hizbul's new condition
was not helpful, says U.S.

terwards,” the spokesman
noted going on to make the
point that in Washington’s
view, “it is not helpful” for new
conditions to be added. “... we
do believe there cannot be a so-
Iution to the Kashmir issue
without direct discussions be-
tween India and Pakistan. In or-
der for such discussions to take
place, however, a climate of
trust must be created through
efforts to end the violence, and
of course, taking the wishes of
the Kashmiri people into ac-
count.”

It adds to our
disappointment’

WASHINGTON, AUG. 10. The U.S.
today condemned the car bomb
attack by militants in Srinagar.
A State Department official said
“we cgndemn this attack which
0 nothing to advance a set-
ment of the Kashmir prob-
lem. It adds <t our
disappointment over the end-
ing of the ceasefire.” — PTI -
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 10. The Army in
Kashmir will effectively retaliate if
attacked by the Hizbul Mujahi-
deen, following the withdrawal of
its ceasefire offer, the Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes
said today.

“There has been no violation of
the ceasefire by the Army. We will
hit back, if attacked,” Mr. Fer-
nandes said on the sidelines of a
seminar jointly sponsored by the
Army and the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII).

eas.

The Minister, to a question,
said that there was no material
change in the ground situation in
the valley and the Army's level of
preparedness remained un-
changed. ““The situation remains
as it was. The Army is tasked with
fighting insurgency on the bor-
ders and in the valley and it will
continue to do so,” he noted.

During his address at the semi-
nar, Mr. Fernandes was critical of
the role of the Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO), except in some key ar-
“One has to admit that in

most core areas, we look for either
collaboration or transfer of tech-
nology from foreign sources.”

According to Mr. Fernandes,
the private sector needed to in-
vest more in research and devel-
opment if the objective of
restructuring the country’s mili-
tary industry was to be achieved.

“I wish our private sector sets
apart a reasonable part of their
profits for investment in research
and development if it really
means to play a major role in res-
tructuring India’s defence indus-
try,” he said.

/ Army will retaliate if Hizbul
attacks, says Fernandes

In a related development, Mr.
Fernandes told Lok Sabha that
the evaluation for acquisition of
the Russian-built T-90 tanks had
been completed. The Army dur-
ing trials not only found the T-90
satisfactory but Oalso uniquely
suitable under certain conditions.

During his keynote address at
the seminar, the Chief of Army
Staff, General V.P Malik noted
that the Kargil war had revealed
holes in the country’s intelli-
gence, reconnaissance and sur-
veillance network.
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[/ﬁdi‘a pulls out ’
of Sahara Cup

N .

» 1A has pulled out of the
Sahyra Cup series in- Toronto -
agaifst Pakistan for thesecond |
conseeutive year due to teh lat-
ter’s- support to .cross-border
terrorism, particujarly jn Kash

mir, a - MK}:'\
Sports Mihister Sukhdev

Singh Dhindsa said here .on

Thursday that the Indian team-
will not participate.in a bilateral

series against Pakistan as ¥ong as

that country goes on encourag-

ing killings of innocent people in

Kashmir and elsewhere.

The five-match series was
scheduled to be held in Toronto
from Septeniber 9to 17. !

- Following a call from all-
rounder and Indfan Cricket team
coach Kapil Dev, India had re-
fused to play against Pakistan at
Toronto last year in view of the
I Kargil war, -

‘ FULL REPORT ON PAGE 16

NDIAN EXPRES »

11 AUG 200



| -J&K gunfire clai

NEW DELHI: For the second year in a row, India’s
strained relations with Pakistan have forced it to with-
draw from the Sahara Cup Friendship Series. The
five-match cricket series was scheduled to be held in
Toronto from September 9-17.

The recent massacres in Jammu and Kashmir, in-
cludmg the killings of a number of Amarnath pil-
grims, apparently prompted the Centre to refuse per-
mission to the Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) to fly the team to Toronto for the series

Pakistan. “How can we play a fnendshlp series
against Pakistan when that country is indulging in
mayhem in Kashmir?” Union sports minister
Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa said, announcing the deci-
sion.

“The whole nation is upset about the killings in
Kashmir by Pakistani agents, and under these circum-
stances, the governinent is left with no alternative but

rlendshlp Series

npprove the proposal sent by the BCCL,” he

G \/\ The Times of india News Service lg%s
said, adding that the decision was taken keeping in

view the sentiments and emotions of
country.

In the aftermath of the Kargil baftle last year, the
sponsors of the series, the Sahard Group, bad with-
drawn their support and the BICCI had decided
against sending the team. Last year, Kapil Dev, Ajay
Jadeja and Kirti Azad were among the cricketers who
had led a campaign against India’s participation in the
series. This year, Azad and Manoj Prabhakar have
strongly opposed India playing Pakistan.

Azad, who is into politics, had in fact written a letter
to Mr Dhindsa advocating that the Indian squad
should not participate in the Friendship Series at a
time when people were beiug killed by Pakistan-
trained militants.

This is the first time that the Centre has re
mission to the Indian cricket team to Cipate in an
overseas tournament.

people of the
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" mayhem in Kashmir?” Dhindsa
| asked. i

Dhindsa has for sometime

ENS/ AGENCIES
Q w Q been.saying that India should not

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 10

V1O play against Pakistan. When the.
WAS mewtable andon the ~ Board announced a date — Au-
Eards But now it’s official. kn- ~ gust 19 — for the selection of the
ia today pulled out of the Sa-"  teat; Dhindsa said that govern-
hara Cup series for the second ye ment “would not be hustled” into
| in a row, putting a queStion m: sendingateam.

;onthe very future of the event. Th¢ “The whole nation is “upset
immediate provocation, as ex- . about the massacre in Kashmir by
pected, was the Indian govern-  Pakistani agents and under these.
ment’sview that Pakistanwas abet- = circumstances, the government is
ting terrorist activities in Kashmir. - left with no alternative but not to
The nrassacre of more thana 100 approve the proposal sent by
pef)pleafew days back followedby™  Board of Control for Cricket in In-
the blasts in Srinagar today sealed ~ dia (BCCI),” the minister said. -~
the fate of the cricket event. The five-match series whichwas

The Sports Minister, Sukhdev  introduced in 1996, was to be held

Singh Dhindsa, it is learnt dis-
cussed the matter on Thursday
morhirig with senjor leaders in the
government, including the Home

in Toronto from September 9.to 17.
India and Pakistan played three se-
ries, in 1996, 1997 and 1998 and
then in 1999, Indian government

Ministry.- “How can we play a  didnotgive the Cricket Board per-
friendship seties agamst Pakistan,  mission to play Pakistan in one-to-
when that country is induiging in  one series. India and Pakistan both -

West Indies at the same venue.

o Govt support for

' India pulls Oﬂ-,t of the serles 0 BoM\cl‘to abide by th‘?‘dﬁelﬁlon

: bedlsappomted at the governme
-decision, but it also means that:
- they avoid a ticklish problem, at
has been under pressure to dro

- and evencoach Kapil Dev,zill

‘cence proved.

played three-match series against -

Cup |

’Ihursday’sdecmonnottn send 1 iR _ L
ateamtoTorontoalsoeffeét ely W ioeent tll ove
seals the fate of the proposed! g Jlidlty the H
series between the two coud f‘ill for 2!
later - this year. Thettwo crl m dviaa
Boayds had planned a Test se% , s
and were working out plans for
dia to tour Pakistan.

The Indian Cricket Board m

least for the time being. The Board’

players like former captain, Md+
hammed Azharuddin, Ajay Jad i

BC(:I Mﬂ uhlde by thd deéhhm L

Mutllahsald,

time investigations against thdt
are not complete and their mﬂﬁ*

The Board at the same’ tﬁﬂl
has been reluctant to do so, for§
next logical step could be dr
sack Board members who L
been raided and against whoﬁ ‘
vestigations have been initi i
Board President, AC Muthalith i) tiisiiiities

Y, S

— Al i
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‘Hizbul only
read out ;.

v °
Pak'scri

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 9

NES

r E GOVERNMENT
accused Pakistan of "sabdtag-

. ing" the peace prospect} in
Jammu and Kashmir and expressed
a firm resolve not to deviate fronj its
chosen course of talks with all those
groups who shunned the path of ter-
ror and violence.

It also criticised the Hurriyat lead-
ership for playing a "negative role"
in the peace talks between the

pt

engaged in state-sponsore’ cross-
border terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir and other parts of India,"
the Home Minister said.

Referring to Salahuddin's expla-
nation that his organisation with-
drew from the proposed talks
because of India's unwillingness to
invite Pakistan as the third partici-
pant, Mr Advani noted that "this has
precisely been the demand of
Pakistan's military establishment.

He said Pakistan hds expressed
the desire to be inyglved in talks on

Centre and the c¥eral occasions in
Hizbul  Mujah- VHP attacks the past but "most
ideen while acting - shrilly after the
“under pressure” Vajpayee Hizbul Muja-
from the military | THE VISHWA  Hindu | hideen anno-
regime in Pakistan. | parishad on Wednesday | unced the cease-

"The nature, loca-
tion, context and
content of the
announcement by
Hizbul Mujahid-
een leader Syed
Salahuddin  can
leave no doubt in
anybody's  mind
that it is Pakistan
which has sabo-

made a frontal attack on
Prime Minister A B Vajpayee
accusing him of “inconsisten-
¢y” on the Kashmir issue and
held the Union Cabinet
responsible for not bringing
out a White Paper on ISI
activities in the country. “The
Government should have a
consistent stand. One day, he
(Vajpayee) says the talks with

fire and its readi-
ness to have talks
with the Govern-
ment of India."

He noted that all
statements issued
by Islamabad since
July 24, when
Hizbul announced
a ceasefire, made it
obvious that the

taged the | Hizbul would be within the | move did not fit in
prospects of peace | Constitution, then he says | With  Pakistan's
in the State," | matters outside the statute | design of continu-
Home = Minister | can also be discussed. There | Ously —promoting
LK. Advani told | is not much consistency,” | terrorism in
both Houses of | VHP senior vice-president | Jammu and
Parliament in a | Acharya Giriraj Kishore told | Kashmir.

statement on the reporters in New Delhi. "Pakistan's deter-
Jammu and PTI, New Delhi | mination to sabo-
Kashmir situation tage the talks
following the with- became  known

drawal of ceasefire by the
Islamabad-based extremist group.

He noted that the ceasefire offer
was made by Abdul Majid Dar, a
Hizbul leader who was based in
Srinagar, while it was withdrawn by
Salahuddin in Islamabad.

"It is clear that the voice that made
the announcement may have been
Salahuddin's, but the words came

from the ruling €stablishment in
Islamabad, whi¢h is the arch patron
for numerGus militant groups

with deadly clarity when extremists
trained and armed on its soil, creat-
€d mayhem in Jammu and Kashmir
on August 1 and 2 leaving over 100
innocent persons dead,” the Home
Minister told MPs. He said it was
not difficult to understand why
Pakistan struck terror on such an
unprecedented scale and sabotaged
the peace talks thereafter. The
rulers of Pakistan were "terrorise;
by the prospect of peace in J.
and Kashmir.
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U.S. feﬁlv India- Pakistan nucle

conflict over Kashmnﬂ

By Ramesh Chandran
The Times of India News Service

WASHINGTON: Latest American
intelligence estimates have once
again warned the Clinton adminis-
tration that given the grim back-
drop of tensions in Kashmir be-
tween India and Pakistan, a poten-
tial nuclear conflict cannot be ruled
out. The assessment by the Central
Intelligence Agency and various
U.S. espionage agencies known as
the “National Intelligence Esti-
mate” which has been closely mon-
itoring developments in p==
the disputed Himalayan
territory since last sum-
mer’s bloody conflict in
Kargil had reached a con-
sensus that threat of a nu-
clear clash is very real.

In a front page report,
The New York Times stat-
ed that ever since Presi-
dent Clinton had called

. AB.Vaipayee

cret, had concluded in the wake of
the Kargil clashes that there was a
“sharply increased chance” of a
“non-nuclear military conflict” be-
tween India and Pakistan possibly
erupting into a “nuclear exchange”.
And the chances of such a deadly
exchange? One unnamed White
House official puts it at “50:50
range”.

The NIE assessment contained
no specific guidance on what the
Clinton administration ought to be

ays report

stated that India saw a nuclear arse-
nal as necessary for its status as an
“emerging power” and to deter not
only Pakistan but also China, an
ally of Pakistan. While Islamabad
interprets its nuclear force as essen-
tial to counter-balance its rival’s
larger conventional forces. And
American analysts have warned
that if a US anti-missile defence
plan spurs China to enhance its
own nuclear arsenal, there will be
further momentum to the arms
race in South Asia.

Bill Clinton  Pervez Musharraf

As already reported in this
paper, U.S. defence analysts
estimate Pakistan’s nuclear
arsenal and delivery systems
is larger and better prepared
{| than India’s. The Times re-
port cites George Perkovich,
author of the recent book In-
dia’s Nuclear Bomb, as say-
ing India has enough en-
riched plutonium to produce

the Kashmir region the
most perilous in the world, it has
caused anxiety to policy makers
and specialists within the adminis-
tration and those working on the
NIE report had realised how im-
portant it was to ease “political ten-
sions” between India and Pakistan.
The Times report stated that Presi-
dent Clinton had even called Prime
Minister Vajpayee last week while
national security advisor Samuel
Berger had also spoken with Pak-
istan’s military leader Pervez
Musharraf.

Curiously enough, the news re-
port makes no mention at all of the
gruesome slaying of Amarnath pil-
grims by militants and in the con-
text of which Mr Clinton had called
Mr Vajpayee. The National Intelli-

doing regarding Kashmir and to re-
duce tensions there. But the admin-
istration has been active both
overtly and covertly encouraging a
dialogue on the disputed region.
However, any hopes of a possible
meeting between Mr Vajpayee and
Mr Musharraf in New York next
month was put emphatically
scotched in Washington when Indi-
an sources here said it simply was
not going to happen in the wake of
the massacre of the Hindu pilgrims
last week.

The news report admits Mr Clin-
ton’s visit to India and stop-over in
Pakistan may have helped ease
some tensions, neither country had
signalled it intends to halt the de-
velopment of nuclear arsenals. It

60 weapons but had far fewer
nuclear bombs— “probably in the)
region of 35”. -

Pakistan has enough highly en-
riched uranium for roughly the
same number of bombs which it
could deliver through a combina-
tion of bombers and missiles.

The news report does not men-
tion the transfer of Chinese and
North Korean made missiles to
Pakistan or that Islamabad’s deliv-
ery aircraft are U.S. manufactured
F-16s.

The report also cites U.S. intelli-
gence officials as billing Mr Clin-
ton’s visit to the region earlier this
year as a “war prevention trip” and
the politics of the trip perfectly de-
tailed with the intelligence assess-
ment.
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purposeful dla

: By B. Muralidhar Reddy d‘“ ation struggle, securing wk\ -

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 9. Pakistan today
said it was ready to a join a “pur-
poseful dialogue” with India for a
peaceful settlement of the Kash-
mir dispute even as the Chief Ex-
ecutive, General Pervez
Musharraf, expressed satisfaction
over the “gains made by the liber-

You SHOVLDVE ToLD

HiM WHAT THE WATER
PROBLEM WAS — HE

HAS COME WITH A PLUMBER..

wide recognition as a legitimate
indigenous movement’.

The promise to engage India for
a solution to the Kashmir tangle
came at the end of a Cabinet
meeting chaired by Gen. Mushar-
raf. The Cabinet also took the op-’
portunity to restate the “‘nation’s
strong commitment to the cause
of liberation of Kashmir”.

An official statement said the
Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sat-
tar, briefed his colleagues on the
“international dimensions of the
latest situation arising from In-
dia’s failure to use this valuable
opportunity to pursue the possi-
bility of a peaceful settlement of
the Kashmir dispute’".

In his observations at the meet-
ing, Gen. Musharraf said New
Delhi’s own admission that the
“freedom fighters”’ were from its
side of Kashmir had “exposed the
falsehood of the Indian propa-
ganda which tried to project the
Kashmir struggle as Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism’’.

The Cabinet complimented the
Hurriyat leadership for demon-
strating ‘“‘sagacity and reasona-

. bleness” by supporting a realistic

dialogue process involving the
freedom movement, Pakistan and
India. “In contrast, the Indian
Government led by an extremist

\ “y
party has elmbiged in its true col-
ours, ignoding the plea of the
Kashmiri pdople for an opportu-
nity to exeycise their inherent
right to self-determination. This
right was pledged to them by In-’
dia itself and sanctified in resolu-’
tions adopted at the United
Nations Security Council,” it said.

In another development, the
Hizbul Mujahideen claimed re-
sponsibility for killing 12 soldiers
in an attack on an Indian army
base in Kashmir two and half
hours after the expiry of its cease-
fire on Tuesday. A spokesman for
the group claimed that Hizbul
cadres attacked the Army divi-
sional headquarters at Baramulia
killing 12 soldiers and injuring
many others. Two buildings were
also damaged, he said.

The attack was a signal that the
Hizbul activists were back in ac-
tion, he said and denied that
there were differences within the
organisation on ending the cease-
fire. “Why should we contact our
field commanders? Where is the
need? We were in touch with
them till yesterday as we have
suspended our activities and ex-
ploring possibilities of peace.
Now they have gone underground
and do not have access to tele-
phone,” he said.

Farooq confident: Page 13
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Delhi sees Pak pressure
behind truce r)b\re

FROM PRANAY SHARMA 3
AND CHANDAN NANDY

New Delhi, Aug. 8: Forced on
the backfoot by the Hizbul Mu-
jahideen decision to end the
ceasefire, the Centre today
blamed Pakistan for wrecking a
chance for peace.

Expressing regret over
Hizbul boss Syed Salahuddin’s
announcement from Islamabad,
India said that while it remained
“firmly committed” to restore
peace in Kashmir, it would not
sit at the table with Pakistan un-
less it stopped terror export.

A terse statement issued by
the government this evening
said: “It has been evident since
July 24 that the ceasefire did not
fit in with Pakistan’s design of
aiding and abetting terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir.”

The government added that
Pakistani agencies had put in-
tense pressure on the Hizbul
leadership to end the three-
month truce and had also per-
suaded other militant groups to
continue and escalate their acts

down

of violence which led to lastomb on derailing peace efforts.

week’s massacres.

“The sabotage of the peace
process by Pakistan clearly
shows its callous disregard for
the welfare of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir,” the state-
ment said. ,

But Pakistan fought back in
the war of words, accusing India
of scuttling the peace efforts by
what it called negative respons-

.es to the ceasefire. It urged India

to engage in a meaningful dia-

‘logue witW*Islamabad and Kash-

miris.

“Negative and transparently
insincere responses by the Indi-
an Prime Minister and other of-
ficials have destroyed the possi-
bility for a peace process,” a for-
eign ministry statement said in
Islamabad.

By suggesting that Salahud-
din had yielded to pressure from
Islamabad, India is trying to seg-
regate the Hizbul supreme com-
mander from the rest of his out-
fit and also convince the global
community, especially the US,
that it is Pakistan which was

Both the Prime Minister’s Of-
fide and the home ministry in-
sisted that the Hizbul’s call-off
was hot a setback. “The Kash-
mir peace process is a continu-
ous one. It would be foolish to ex-
pect a dramatic change over-
night,” a senior official said.

Besides, sources pointed out,
that there had been no statement
from the Hizbul leadership with- .
in the country. The home min-
istry sent out unconfirmed indi-
cations that the India-based
Hizbul leader, Abdul Majid Dar,
was trying to get in touch with
the outfit’s top brass in Islam-
abad in a bid to convince them
about the need to relax the cease-
fire deadline.

The Centre dropped hints
that it has been able to wean
away a section of the Hizbul and
neutralise one of the numerous
powerful groups operating out of
Kashmir. There is a growing be-
lief in Delhi that Dar commands
a lot of support from district
commanders of other groups.
® More reports on Page 6

=

" g AUG 20D



-Inuysey] ur sSUIfiD 1Us031 3y} ol
sqoid [eoipn( 10§ puewap s Lred
ssa18U0) 3y} pue UOISIAP 1S3)E
snqZIH syl 0) asuodsal paiapis
-U0O §JUSUILISAOLD) 3y} PIssnostp
‘s3unp 19430 Juowe Yorym 1YSruo)
a1e] Supesw Jasuiqe) [Ny e Je
pain8iy Ajpaisodal osje onsst oy,
‘opued
K1ejo10og owoH pue YIeW d
A JRID Awry qued D j ueaUIey)
findaq uvorsstwwo) Suiuue[d
‘PUUIS JUBMUSEX JOJSIUIN S0UBUL]
‘sopueura 98100n  IAISIUIN
0Usya(] ‘lUBAPY M T ISISHUIN
owop 21am  sAspied  [ewiojuy
ay) ut pajedonred oym ssoyy
‘gonens AyY) Jo Joo1s ayel
oy digsueutnieys s23kedlep ueysg
[PV ISISIUI SUILLJ Iopun 3dIm}
19w (D)) AI1INDG UO IO
12uUIqe) 2y3 ‘Aep sy ur Idpreg
Ten
deo urisiyed 2y} ul JuswadUNOUUR
s UIppnyees Jo SImoy uryim iy
35830 Y} JO [eMEBIPUNM S [NQZIHY
0] popral JUAWUIAA0CY Y]
‘ueisryed Suiajoaut
syfer omueduy o sduerdaooe
ueIpuy Y3 10§ dumpeap g isndny
suippnyees  poAg  owaidns
GZIH JO 90} SY) Ul SsI[eLIojeur
01 pa[Ie] SapIs Om] 2 UIIMISQ
sfunppowr  dn-mojo}  ‘19A3MOH
“reSeung
w ¢ sndny uo saaneusssidal
s, dnoid jueyu ayy 19w apued
IN Aq pa] weal [enuUd) YL
*$10JN20[12)U] PIjeU
-JWou S,ZIH Y3 YNM Saniepowr
aIijosead oY) Ino Jupyjeyo 10j
sy[e1 uado 0 S[RIDIJJO I0MUSS JAYI0
pue apueg [eWEY AIL}2109G SWOH
oy Juipeiop Aq  Apanisod
130 a1 03 papuodsal pey 1q[ed
M3N 1oy pasiseyduis jusuidels
a1 ‘190 a1yasedd sJteq pHe
Mpqy Iepuewiuod JAIyd [nqzr

elpuf ;

sjuara  Sureosy
“uois
-19p §,q21H 241 1040 J01801 doap,,
Surssordxs ‘pare[osp JUSWUIGAOCD
aq) ‘eoead Jo yied oy 03 uInjar
01 SULTE 0) T9Y B} 9ARY OM IS0} [[e
uodn syjeo pue ssacoxd adead 9y3 03
paNIWOd AULIY SUTRWISI BIPU],,
*WISLIONIQ) 19PI0Q-$S010
0y pus ue jnd 31 20UC WIAOUOD
TRIS1B[Iq JO sIayew [[e o uelsnjed
01 Y[e} 01 Jurim sea eIpuj “Io)BW
ojeredas e sem ‘pres 1 ‘peqewre(s]
s andoperp e Jo uousanb ayL,
"qZIH 9y pue eipuj
U95M]9q SUOISSNOSIP 19JJO S11JIsLID
-150d oty ur K11ed € SB J]9s11 SAJOAUL
01 Junyoss Aq ssadord sowad oy
[1exap 03 sem 193[qo s urispyed 1eyl
POUNIR IS1IN] JUSTIUISA0D) ST,
21818
a1 w semessew -1 1sndny oY)
SIom YOIYM JO J[NS3I O} “Irurysed]
pue nuiwef uf s}oe JUS[OIA AJIS
-usju1 pue pnunuod o sdnoid (Juey
-irur) 1oyig uo dnssaid jnd osje
sopuade jueisped yeys padsje I

Fuimorjoy

‘219
JUSWISIRIS © UI PIJOU JUSUIUIIA0LD)
ayp | Jomyosedd - Iy ofey

-oqes 0} (Jod) Juysey] paidnooo
-yed uwr digsiapes] usoplyelniy
mqzrg ayy uo aimssaid osudul
mmd aaey sapuade ueIsyed,
*SOIMINISOY JO UOIBssad
10] aa0W S, [NqZIH 9Y) pauioddns
AJSUII[AYMISAC PBY OYM “IIUEYSEd]
pue nwuwer jo 3s[doad ayy jo
a1ej[om oY) I0J pIeFaIsip snoffed,,
)1 pojensuowdp ssedoid soead
a1 jJo 98eioqes, s.peqewte[s]
pres 3] “I9JJO AIyasead p7 Anf s)
MBIPYIIM 0] UOISIIP S, U39pIyempy
[nqzig Yy oy  UEISD{Ed
peuel[q IHOINOL VIANI
P "
B! 8 1sn3NY ‘Iyieq MaN
epuodseliod 1H

, 4 d4V :010u4 ‘Aepsany uo peqeue|sj
Ul 9IUBIBJUOD SSBIJ B JdYE ‘uespiyelnyy Mg R JO -Jepuew
-wod awaidns ‘uippnyejes paAg sH0Isa JueIU finuysey peuue uy

[aysey| ul 2J1j9sedd

. ISuans Ino Inq ssauyEIM
mo jou sI siy], ‘piemioj Aem e 10y usdo are puiw
MO JO SMOPUIM Y], JUAUSNIS [nyaoead jsutede ae

om 18y} epuededold ueipu] oy} paYSHOWSP dARY M~

‘11 op 01 Apoq Aue MO[[e 10U [[Im pue JIYSEY JO Uone
-1aq] 241 JO 3SNEd 3{qOU 3} ABIAQ J3ASU [[IM oM I}
sur1a) jeaoAmboun ur ueispied jo sjdoad sy aInsseas
01 21IS3P 9, :Sulkes £q JuswISIR)S SY) PIPNOUOd OH
‘ples uIppnyejes  IuIgsesy
U1 juswasow wopdaly Fuiofuo sy Jo a[ruonEl AY)
s)deooe pue Jpuysey Jo armjeu pandsip ayi Jo soues
-1uS0o s3ye) erpu] i} SnUNUOD s S[33nus mQ -ad
-0ad (008 JO SIoQLIOES 2y} AeIlaq louUUEd IM "9NOA
uelpu] WOy JWYSEY JO UoneIaq ‘st 1eyr ‘[rof Ino
WOIJ JJRIASD 10U [[IM M JBY) SISYSIM-[[oM INO 2Insse
9M,, WOP3aI} JO Jejfe aYl Je SOAI[ II3Y) UMOp pre|
saey uoapiyeMy 000°0€E Pres SH

-U0D US3Q JABY Sjuawdlels s00kedfep "osuodsar fest

-1030180 © POPIOAE PUE SOWI) [IOASS PUEIS S1I paduey)

diysiopes) werpuy oY) ‘skep ¢1 Isej 9y Suun(,,
' 2ouafisuenuy [euon
-1pe1],, SI POJBIISUOWSP pue dAnenut aoead s nqziH
ay) asleooxdar jou pip eipuj Jeyy pasajie aH
“usdpIyelny
InqzIH Y jo [punod puewnwod swaidns oy Aq
uodn pajeIaqI[ap sem Jnq 2ISBY Ul USYE] 10U Sem 211
55830 3Y3 MBIPYIIM 0] UOISIZSp 31 pies ulppnyefes
‘pres oy  ‘ondsip Jrurysey 03 uonnjos [nyeoead e
I0¥ SN Y)IM Spuet] UIof 0] JUSWSAOW 2OUEISISAT PoULIe
110 apensiad ued om U2yl ‘os saop (e1pur) I JI,

: "onsst JuIysey|
a1) 2A[0sa1 0} onSojeip B UO uelsPeq 3UlA[oAUl JOU
uo soue)s pidu 11 dn saAI3 eIpU] J1 PasIaAll aq pInod
2I1JOSEID Y] MBIPYIIAM 0] UOISIIAP

‘pres | ieBeups ‘OLH

oy pue uado s a1em suondo

oy ,‘ueisiyeq pue BIpu] ‘SLImyse3]
usamiaq (9Indsip 2y} Jo) JUdWI}
-13s pajenofau pue isnl e 10§ ale
om JBY) IBdp A[2INjosqe SaUI0ds(
11 1811 08 sung oy paouayrs Ajerod
-W3) I\ "BIPU] JOIPUI pUE d1BN|RAd
01 Spau AJUNWIUIOD [RUOIRUISIUI
oy ‘o1msaf puesd Ino Jjosi 1oy
a8pn{ Ayrununod prIom Ayl 197,
-and
-SIp JIUysey 3y 2A[0sal 03 sdars
[eIoA9s Yum 91Bd01didas pnom
eipyy Jeyr adoy oy yum doss
211J06¥8d o) Joo) uonesiuesio

*uopenyis ayy ssno
-Sip 0} AePSaUPIM UO 198W |Im 28)
“JWILIOD BAINOBXS S pies ‘uoioeal
[ sy ul ‘soualsuo) 1eAINK Byl
*dnoig ay) ul
Jids e jo Aqgissod 1ouUnsip, e sem
21941 1841 1|8} ‘ajiymueaw ‘sishjeuy
Jiwysey pue nwwer ssose (e
IBA AleuiploRAXS PSIUNOW S80104
Aejweled pue Auuy 8yl ‘aly
-9s899 8y} JO pa|ed usspiyelniy
naziH 8yl H3LdV ATALVIA3WWI

$INQZI 2yl pres oy ‘IoAImMOH
Juow
-a1els USNLIM B Ino Surpess ofiym
pajels UIppnyE[es . ‘uddpryemp
mo Jo 331y} paifirewt
pue arjesesd 2yl Pa)e[OIA eBIpU]
nq a1yaseso Aep-gT Suumnp piom
mo 1day apn drysiopes] uelpuf
juadisuesyur 3y jsureSe SUOISSI
pajuauo-1ade; yim Sucle peaye
08 pue a11Jasead 3y} yraIq O1 pPRY
ay) ur uodpiyelnpy ay) pue SIdp
-URWIWION 3} ([ 100Hp ap "padidxa
sey oujpeap oYl S 2IJasedd

SIY. JBY) pres Jolyd [NQzIH Syl

s ‘payse 9y
LJAmuewimy 1ey) S| sjuapisal wraysey| jo Aoeatxd o)
SpeAUI PUE [[I4 )€ [[IY PUR J00YS 0] $3010] pauLIe oY) 03
USAIS USdq SBY ASUadI ‘IIuIysey] pue nwaef uy ‘sufeq
NPUIH 158D MO[ Um0 1101} a1eds jou op uaAd Ady]L
*afeuses [eUNUIIOd NPUIH JO WIIIA JWRIAQ ‘SWISNN
pue syYIS ‘SuensLIY) SUIpndUI ‘eIpu] Ul SJILIOUTHI 2Y)
{ie ‘uonnsuo) UeIpUf 3yl Jo 20Udsaid 3y ul UdAg,,

‘Anuewingy Jo [0QUIAS 153q SY} SEA UONMINSUO)) URIpU].

oy 1oy Juswdjels saokedies pswure[s wppnyefes
‘onyesesd oyl 03 asuodsar weipup oy SumeISey
"pres 8y , ‘UonnInsuo) welpuy jo
yIomately o) urylim A[uo suonenofou noqe ods
2y ‘giealq aures 3Y) UI pue ssduuRwINy Jo siseq Y3 uo
onSofelp ® 1noqe payiel 3y Ylealq duo u[ ‘A10301pen

m . A ~w g
e[( 0} JJed ulppnye[eg :puels pisu dn saAl3 erpuf Ji ﬁ@mhg?_z%&

HolY YsiH ug Auny
[BISjE[IUN  SY1 MRIPYNIM OM,

- _SUIWIYSEY] PUE Ueishyed ‘IpU] uaamiaq syfes sinsed
-11) [euonipuodun pajdasoe eipu] Ji [mySuiuesw pue
aananpoid swodaq dsAey PINod Yoiym ssow Furyeaiq
-201 Ino 01 puodsax o3 pajrey sey diysiopes]| ueipuy,,
a1 ey pres uippnye[es pag Iopuewiwod swaidns
[NGZIH ‘aIaY SOUSIAJUOD §5314 B 18 SIY} Supunouuy

*aindsip arwysey] 9y) 01 UoNN[OS
© 10} 1opj0 onJoferp suonesiuesio ay o1 ApPapisod
puodsai 01 pajie] Inq ‘SIUBNIW [NGZIH 921y} pa[[Iy pue
511705890 3Y3 pajejola A[uo Jou pey e1pu] jeys Jul
-wiep p7 AIN{ U0 PIOUNOUUR SA1Jasead [eIdje[iun
s1 Jjo paj[ed Aepdy usapiyelniy TNAZIH 9

8 1snsny ‘peqelwues|

a/g/_ \/k/k iplez Jiyseqniy
uBd UOISII(]

JJo s[re” yzigy



QS.ES.
20uD]oa4f D 81 d0YIND YL )

‘8uryjou 10y 180(
Suteq are SOAI[ AuBW 00} JBJ
‘aokedfep I ‘08 Jtwysey
19] pue AuLly 89U} MEBIPYIIM
asnl ‘estmIsylQ '{00oq wiou

srpewrordrp oYy pedea s ey}

juswuieaod ojewijrdaqql
uB YIIs se1) onewoldip yealq
BIPUJ] SPUBWAP 95UaS UOW
-uro2 pue jeadsai-jjes ‘snivys
Jeslonu-jsod s3r ur mou Surp}
-jBi-0dqes YS1I 3,Ued BIpU] J]

‘aABYaq 0} bBH-[n-81Z P103 A]
-[edoAamboaun pue dn jes piom
pa[ue)s y 'S1aplog Tugisnied
9Yj Teelu SUOIJBULIO] SAISUSLJO
ut SUOISTALD Auway Sursseure
£q ‘sydey, ssexg uoneisdQ

qim ySnous pa[jjea-aaqes .

‘gouetzadxaur [eartjod siy
e 103 ‘qpurey) alfey 3889] 3y
‘sIepes] [NOzIE] ou3

-y 9y ySnoayyyeeq eosad
e oyew 07 sigedde eIpuy
uoym Apeinonaed ‘pastword
A[np oJe sBwWiuIng aiow
puUB S0J0BSSBUI YJBUIBWY
aJow ‘s[idxeyf 9I0W 08 puy
‘aaBY2q 0} UB}SIBJ sanssad
03 S9ATI0W J9M8] 9ABY [[IM
‘S8131001)8 PIIBATIOE-TURISTE]
oYy} IeAejeyM ‘ssousalssed
UBIPU] JO PAINSSBAL PLIOM ¥
“PoO[q UBTPU] JU800UU] SIOU
‘Bursyjuroes ng esnejdde .|
-uoteuIeIur Jo Ajueid Buruuim
s1 £o1j0d jurer)sal, §JUSWILID
-s08 aofedlep o) ‘mou 3ty
" I OIWIOUO0J9 UR PUBISYIIM
3. UBd 97838 SU1I19310} 3BY]
"u)sTHed JO UoIBios] [euoneu
-199u1 0] aAtsuagjo Lorjod uBre
-10] & uo Jurod pue ‘weysTRg
Y3im suorje(ax opjewroldip Suy
-jeaaq jo dojs [edIpBA SS9 9Y)
aye} 10 uelstyeg ul sdwed
1stioarey jsurede SoYlIIS
ate sanpdws-eaxd ‘perjiysnl
1194 Suryouns] oY1 ‘[0B8AS]
D] © ‘U0 AIejijiu B 9q JI9YJId
.p[noa sdols 9A1308 89S0y} puUVy
‘wstioL1oy Surpung dojs

03, Wty 82105 03 sdoss eapoE
ayB] 10 ‘uBISIBJ
03 s8uofeq ITwysey
leyy Wiy o UM
saoi8e eIpU] I9Y31d
‘eIpU] Ul WSII0II]
futrosuods dojs 03
JeIIRYSNIy ‘uey) 104
‘paddogs 18I1J 9q 03
Sy WSLIOLId] PoIsoy
/.Emamﬁmm £snotaqo
urysey ut souasgoxd

£ULIY SAISUSUI-YSTY ‘@AlOND
-01d-191Unod jeys 8onpal oJ,

‘ystpuerq
0} SuoOIjesnIde  JITWYSBY
ur senoae AWly uBIpuj,
oy} ueisiyed SeAId jey)
SUBI[IATO pmﬁmmm UWILId JI5YIQ
10 adeJ ‘9IUSOIA QAISSIOXI
ui e3jnpul pue deus Awmry

oy} Jo sjuawale paur[drosip
- 8897 oy, eotad Eonmoﬂonomma

snolsfuep © SOILIBD ‘DWI0D
1A }OoBIjE 1XaU oY} UM
pue a1oym uroy Suimouy jou
‘JULWUOITIAUS 9]I}S0Y B puB

ggax}s YS1y 1epun SUILIOM

. -~uonpemndod [800] 3y}
esTu0SejuE 03 PUNOY ST ‘SIUEYT
-[rux pejoedsns mo saaqumawi AJ1
-wej Jusdouul 838o.LIolul puy
159118 ‘smapand dweo ‘usjo
98NOY 03 IsSNOY YoIBAs 03
PodIo} ‘AULTy 9sus) B ‘peajsuU]

"POSI[RIINSU ST WELICLID)

a3} JO 90aN0S 9y} [MUN ‘4 U0M.

1 puy .vwga fepsaupsm
1§B] 58 ‘JuUsIoyIns 3 Usl 3ey}
UsAf[ 'PlIOM 8y} Ul [euuosted

_pouLie Jo Aysusp 3seySTy oYy

Je} Aq sey ITuyswy ‘Apesd[y

, ‘saans
-B9W }81I01I93-193UN0D AI9A
oseY) 0} s{UBY} ‘BIpU] WOIJ
Surygup ST JESYN ITWysey] ng
‘TTuIysey] ur Aury oy Surure;
-urew A[j¥nuue 3so] seadnd
Jo §8X045 IO SpUBSNOY) pue
PooIq JuedouuUl ate A[UO 0N

_*dyLLOY ST BIpU] 10§ 1§02 Y],

-vIpuj jsurede 1em
1s09-mo] ® Surfem Lriddey
§1 JeiIeySny "Udy) ‘siopeo]
snoidipea se Jurpeionbsew
USUIPBW ‘YIN0L paysemureiq
‘SaLIBuUadIowW nﬁ? ‘sdnoad 9s1
-10.L19] UBipuy-1jue ppo-Qgy po
-juspedaxdun ue Sunsoy Ljue
-1edde moy s1 ‘“j00q ATRY[IW
s1y Jopun ‘uegstyed ‘Ao1jod
?je3}s e se poylf pafres-os oy}
axe[oep 0} JIepee] luelsiyed
31841y 9yy §1 ‘[1d1ey PUIY3q
uie[ia pedpeimouyde aY)
‘Teaousy) Juryel-yjoows oY,
‘PUB] 1BY] SO[NJI JBIIBYSUA
‘udp se Buoy se ‘Aims
-§909U QJOWI USAd ST UBJSIed

Kujod ubjaio} >._ ‘sannssn|)

uys1 ooy ay} m=_@____m=_ Ajuo __Eﬁs_ =_ abeused ay)

s013 [[® 3ulasAeg
‘p1og eae
oM se ‘snje)s onyewoldip pus

EELY

SesTA- SIo[[eAarI} Jursn jo Kem

£q payoune] APULLIND ‘erpuf

Ul Jolyostur JS] 103 }NIYJIP
910U J1q B 31 9XBW 95€d] aY)

18 [ 91 ‘Apueltoduwl o0

'S1emIULIoA0S L1B)
-rw 93BUMIZa][l JO SUITIOLA
pajeadea ‘ejdoad 1usjsiyed
a3 01 jnq Ayunuwurbo feuory
-euIauy 9y) jsuljou Nmmﬁoa
ofessour oY) 193 [[Im UBjSIHER]

didY —

yum suorgered srpewo(dip Sur

-jealq puy Solpowa aEm.va;.

puBwWop SIBBISIP IWLIIXY
‘ageasTp 9Y) aand djay 03 Sured
axe sisod Jopioq JB SUOIS
-s0004d 9y31[-sfpued JuIy} 03
919ATRU JOSYS 831 ‘SOLIISNpUL
s3nip pue suodeom s plIom
a1 £Aq pel[oIjuod sxolel
-o1p joduyy £q pe[na A{enjiqey
AI3unod B YjIp "S9108I00WDD
aunuag axe sUOCIIBU 0M]) Y3 JI
‘SUOIJRU OIISOY 0M] USIMIS(]
SUOISU9d] 958 JYJIUW spuoq

-

2110981y pue sjoejuod Sul

,,,ﬁomm ‘Teanymo ‘oppewordig

. . 9SUR 9YBW

,.,fzmwov 1] “IWYsey] Ul exein

SI9IP[OS N0 poo[q Ul SO

| ALIows o} symsut 9] ‘uelstyed
s.Blpuj -

jsutefe  sofaeyo
Jo f3r1qIpead ey sydouy
1] ' suoiyeiax syyswordip,
Jo Zuruesw syj syd0UWr 9]

*0130] sayap
uoryeu andox ey} YIim SUON
-e[al [BIO[JO 3UMUNIU0D U}
‘ana) age uelstyed jsurele

*sdnosfi «u_‘_abs ugipuj-3ue ppo-gs§} __3—5_5....2._:._ ue Bunsoy Apuaiedde mou s) 9ooq Az

51y JOpUN ‘URISIYR JRIIBYSHIN ZaAi6 |BIOUBY {39sUI) pue ABpsaupep Ise) Jefigulsg jo yinos ‘wy gg "indiy ueney
w sdnoufi ysnesedas pepoddns-uesnjed Aq pajyy Ajpafiajje siainoqe) np

WIH 61 J0 PRap ay) Jano Aid ualpjya pue uswIOm

main 40 juiod "W YFYY SBIUM ‘UBISEJ Y)IM SUONIE[3) u_aecas Buinunued jo

mnoSmmw:m ueipuj . [BId
-ggo 8y} Jo afequssred 1ojrenb

B J1 UsAf 9S0p AIesEa09U -9y}
s1.suoye[al oryewordip uLie
. ~Adg 'pedrnbai s sutdTpow

PRIIIBIUTWIPR-J[96 ‘XOUINT
_ ‘swBpd yrewreury jo
Iydnels a9y Joyr ueisiyed
0} yvads, 0y estwoad weyull)
I 9AeY 03 ydnouo 3ust 11 ‘)
axojeq srayewr Lotjod-udrarog
91} oN1] ‘Sul[rey ST JUOWILIoA0S
sofedlBA oY) a19ym s38Y]J,

"WSLIOLI®) TUBISTed
oy dojs 09 sey BIpU] ‘WSLIOI
-19} oy} sdojs umjsryeg [3un

‘sye) sowvad aq j oM o101}

reyy asimjosaed jBadoa 3sul 03

sakedfep Iy 1o] ySnoua jou.

ST 91 Ing ‘JOIYostW ueismed
pPonuUIIUOd = U9ALISIYOWS
03 sem osodand Ajuo esoym
8)[8} pPUe-pPBIP UL pea

Suryes jo 1qey Lorjod ulSio

JoT[a89 9y} 9xjoaq sakedfep I

‘J8Yj 10] JUsWIUIaA0d pot-drd
oy} 0} syIvwW [Ing ‘sdulry
19pJaoq-88010 sd018 JUSUIUISD
-a08 Arejrjiux 9y} frjun syye)
10011p Ul UB)SINBJ 9AJOAUL
0} s9sNJal BIPUJ ‘JeliBysnp
‘usK) Bunyyeusq
838y} Moo[pLid v payovad g8y
PIguod tueisneJ-0pu] oYL

PEI RIS

- S9U2IBUI 193[LI ST 81d peagsur

PUeB ‘ $1eIs ISII0LISY,, O3 YIM
suore(al sppewo(dip yeoaq
07 s@sNJax WPOTA padal[e sy}
usyMm 9838 JSLI0IIY B UBIS]
-yBd olB[O9P 0} ApUNUWUIOD
[BUOIIBULIIUT 8Y3 F03dxa 91
se0p 10 ;]9va-pue wiy 1puIy
' uf ure[[ia 8 oyI ‘yoo[no

- 30 98uByd snofoBITW ‘USppns
‘B 9ABY 09 JBIIBUSNIN Z9AI]

[eXaUdY) ‘@ATINIOXF FRIYD
s,ueysiyed j09dxoe 91 sao(

JATYSEY 01
SIS peysem-ureiq yoyedsep
pue uordres umo Ireyj esnqe
1eY) urISTYRJ Ul SDSDLPDW
Jjo speapuny aYyj Aol1}sap
pue pue[ 03 soULIB]N S} 94}
10adxa 41 seo(q -eipu] jsurede
Iem KLem-auo s uelsiyed
pus [[M SYUIY}. juswW

Mmou”

-U19A03 v&-&um STy} Apoexe

qeym juIea] om auwary s3] .

“J 2a91[aq Jupnom
Kordry ‘squnyy s3r Sur[ppimy
SIS (118 JUdWUIDA03 §,09
-fed-feA Lreyeg [ByY I199SIUIN
awWIIg - ‘s)oe)j® JSLIOIID}
918u1s 1ejje suopE[al dpeU
-oydip peaoses Jo storyeu udle
-19A08 U0 m&ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁenaﬁsﬂ
Afperegefmun ewda ‘. Jurerjsed,
10§ ¥omq 9Y} U0 BIPUT
Buyyysd Eaawa.;o mnossn
owes 9y} uayM ‘91 amﬁdmu .
SOWIId 9y} U0 A[2alsToap
Surjoe jou £q £13UN0D oY Xy
SButdenjaq 31 10 ‘epuededapg
we)sI{ed-1juB as[e] Yim £n
-unod sy} JUIAISdEp Uddq SBY
‘41 910J9q SJUSWUISA0T 33
YT “YUSWWISA0T STYY IO
‘y8noua
pey pus yFnous pieay
SA BN 'SOYIINYD Surquoq
£q §301[JU0D [BUNWWOD d}E
-ax0 0} Suurdsuoa Lpyusredde
Mmou pug AuIoU0d9 Y3 ISI[Iq
-BJ89p 0} €9)0U APUALINO IYBJ
Jo seadna jo s9.1010 JOo UOIIRI}
-[yul ‘A1junod oY)} SsoJdB ST
-ATjoR Js1I019) Sudem ‘sise[q
quioq Asvquiog ayj J0J o[qls
-uodsar souadifaru] s9d1AIeg
-193u] oYy pioy Aisiuiw
JuWIOY By} PIBOY 9ABY M
‘uRIsTHRJ Ul s3ewW
-opdip UBIpU] JO.jUBWISSBIBY .
pue uo §}9e)}¥ oY} pue SIsLios
-19} paulRl} JO SPUBSNOY] JO,-
uoneI}yuI pastuedio ue ‘Iop#
-I0q 3y} 8soIor wrody 3urjleys
&11ep oyy ‘s8uryoelry aueyd
‘erpu] 03 3IS1A S.U0IUI[) [{Ig
JUIPISAL] I0J3( SI0BSSBUL B[}
‘1383 J10] ‘seqorsseU Papoorq
-p102 9y} 10} I[qisuodsal Juswl
-uxas08 TuBlSIYR4 Y3} SPIOY.
Arerongo IsjsTuIy dWLl oY,
‘yeys SunInsue st
£orj0d ud1e10) JuUSLIND S RIPUL
‘Aem 9y} Uo 8av mm%mmmS
rwWiuwing QIO 1431u
Aepsoupepy UO S9IdEBSSBW

‘ 1ew1es ays jo jaed ‘qeSeulig

o1} Wiy Gg ‘e8e([la IeZRQIIN
T patojydne(s siainoqe]
7 9y} 1sSuowre sem IdYlej
s ewiuing ‘A1unod
oYy ur soded juoxy
1ededsmeu Jo jno 3ul
-xe3s Areonayied 9o}
peiaagd-owtad pue
Joui8 Aury 1oy ‘spaeay
UOT[[IWL paipuny maj -
B payoueIm
rwiudn g
pio-1eek-Inoj
‘sn3ny

1S




(IND) "1l ypony wody pasedfal
sem™  TPIYM  JURYS  ZBMEBN
A JO JUdUIIIEIS JY) PASSNISIP
os[e I ruod JFunfIom Y,
‘ueyy] wrefueaeg Ajaed
AP JO [erdUIZ-AILIIIS Y)Y
Aq paAsow Sem uoONN]OSAI Y],
areyd Ajaed ay) W0y I9)SIUIA
auny pasodap ayy jo umop Surd
-das ay) uo jsisul jou pip pue
dunosur YY) Je AILIOUI B UT SBAM
diysioped] ayj) uwioaj [eaouwrad
SIY JY3nos pue 1saLie SIY JI)Je
Jueys zemeyn Iz pasoddo pey
PYm dnoad oy Apuedyusig
*INUIIUOD 0) SISEI 0M] Ul PAdUI)
-UdS pue pPIPPIAU0I JLIBYS I
payse anded ] 93 JO IJIUIUWI0D
Leyuaweraed ay) pue I
-wo)) SUI0Ap [B1IUI)) Y] ‘Aep
~13)53£ PauaAu0d Funadw e uy
“Jo1yd £1aed
3Y) SE INUIIU0D 0) UWIIY PIYSE pue
Jueys zemeN JIA Jo diysaopes|
Ay} ul dUIPYuod }n} pasodar
sey oanded] usnpy  ue)sl
Sfed UL 1 dny ‘peqewe|sy

diysiopes|
JUEYS Ul preg
sasodar TN

(d V) *SoULIOUIU I3Y)0 pue SUBNSLIY)) Jsurede 3ouajola Jo s)oe dojs 0 SaINSEIW aye)
eIpU] JO JUIIILIIA0Z 3Y} JeY) papuewdp A3 ], ‘AepUOIA] U0 PEQEBIS] Ul ad15§0 N[} ) IpIs)no Aqjel e
Surinp suedojs erpuy-nue jueyd uesiied Jo [Puno) AIosIApy m:..o:dz ay uc m..ov_.—c?» $SHDIOA ONISIVY .

%aommoo syl Jayye ApeIpswi]

(2310428 smaN proaqy vipuy)
‘pies ay ‘N ul 9jo1 ou
Sey JUOMWIIA0F . oy, ‘[[oYs Ino SI
i1 JOU quIoq INo S 1 JSYJIaN],, "1l
-9SE0 9 Ul J[01 OU PEY UBISD{E]
eyl pies ‘1oA9moOy ‘reqqef poAef
19)Stund - UONRULIOJUI  UBISDYEd
‘OAOUI 31} UT PIA[OAUT
Aem owos ur sem I jey) paKed
-Ipul OS[e uoIoBal S JUSWILIIAOS
Yl pue SIIJoSE3D QY) JdunouuR
0}  UOISIIp  sue(q  podfely
[NpQVy  Jopuewnuod  udapryelniy
[nqzIg  Jowas jo  o3psjmouy
Joud pey siojni Amnpur s,ueist
-ded 1Byl ‘ples oy ‘pawidlds I
*311]9SEL0 [RIDIR[IUN S UdAPIYRMMA
[nqziy sy uo uomsod s Jusur
-waA08 siy urepdxs 01 Jeneysnpy
ZIAISd U9D)  2AUNRXYT JOIyD)
s ueisijed uo pa[ed os[e pewyy
-armpounf [eor
-Ju5 sy 18 asodund ou aalas prnom
211J9sea0 3Y) NI seaow pue and
-$1p unadur} 2yl 01 UOBN|OS & 01
s213e 03 pajjedwod aq eIpuy pNod
‘pres pewyy ‘peyif ysnory Ajug
'sdnot3 sne:
-edas £ Jo uonesiuedio. ejjaIquin
Ue [lounol) peylf pajtury 2yl jo
ueuLireyo Jo 1sod ay) wouy paAowal
Sea  ulppnyejeg  JuAWAdUNOUUE

‘suIul
-Usey Jo [eAenaq e Se ponisuod

ae

§ Aub

R
K

THE ASIAN AGE

3q pnom oacwi 9y} ey 3ulppe
‘pres peWIYY . UOISIOIP Y] orq 01
Apear are swonestuedio peyil ays Jo
SUOU SB @l1JdSEaD Y} MEIPYIIM O
uippnye[eS paks 01 [eadde op.,
'sn 01 9[qerdasoe jou st
SIy} pue uocuMISUoY) 3y} Jo suone)
-HI] ay) Unitm el o3 aY1f pnom
pue ped juSaur sy se Huysey
$19pISU0d BIpU],, ‘PlES pRUIyy Ules
-Sny 1ZeQ) JIYo IWe|Sj-o-jeRiie
JUSWUISA0F
ueipuj o) (tm sy [el ySnoi ansst
Jlurgsey oyl 031 UOnN[os & puyy
01 PIg B Ul DJJOSED [IUOW-O3I)
e Suuepsp Aq Ajiunwimiod [euol
-ewdut ) pasidins vaspryelniy
Ingziy syj, ‘wojgosd iuysey
Jurpueis-3uoy] sy 01 yonnjos e Sur
-puyy ur djsy 1ou [1m da0W Y3 1BY)
199) $Z AInf U0 udapiyeMpy (NqZIH
Syl AQ pIoUNOUUE QJISEID UIP
-pns ay1 03 pesaddo sdnois jsopy
*'SANINSOY JO UOHEBSSID UIppNS
ay) putysq suosval ayy ur[dxs o1
sjeuo[dip WIgIsa Ay JoU uIppnyeles
paks Jonp  s.dnoi8  ysneredas
oyl 8 uoAd udapryefnpy nqziy
oyl Aq Jiysey Ul PIadUNOUUE
a11Jasead [elatepun oy poddns o)
10U P3PIOAP dARY ULISINEJ Ul Suon
-estueglo snoidiar pue [esmjod
e 8quy :p -8ny ‘peqewe|s]

IIIVN EEQEDQN §




India links Pak |/

role to stopping
export of terror

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 7

PAKISTAN SHOULD play a
“responsible role" in the Hizbul
Mujahideen's currens initiative for
restoration of peace in Jammu and
Kashmir, authoritative govern-
ment sources said here tonight.

The appeal to Islamabad came
on the eve of the expiry of the
August 8 deadline that the Hizb
has fixed for New Dethi's response
to its proposal for tripartite talks
on Kashmir, involving Pakistan.

Xesponding to  questions
whether Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee has ruled out
Pakistan's inclusion in any dialogue
on Kashmir, the sources main-
tained that India has never shied
away from talking to anyone.

"We have spoken

!

4
9738\;\N~—1wsefire in Jammu and K sz:nir.

Reports from the Pakisthn capi-
tal also quoted Hizbul pupreme
commander Syed Salahdddin as
having written to Islamabhd-based
foreign diplomats to exercise their
lanﬂuence over India to make it

Bree to triparti
Kashnir tripartite talks on

"They (india) intend to tie the
affair in a bilatera) dialogue, which
Is ot an acceptable proposition,”
Salahuddin  reportedly wrote,
adding that "the Kashmir tangle
ca.n be solved iny by a jugt negoti-
ating process ‘avolving all the

three parties -- she Kashmiris
India and Pakistan." v

Salahuddin said India. jocep.
tance of the tripartite talks w4
help in convincing other militan.
groups for a comprehensive peace.

to Pakistan in the
past. We have no
problem in talking to
them in the future
either. But they must
first stop cross-bor-
der terrorism and
help in the restora-
tion of peace," they
argued.

The sources reiter-
ated New Delhi's
consistent stand —
in the aftermath of
Kargil — that trans-
border terrorism must end prior to
any meaningful dialogue (with
Pakistan)= Eerlier in the day, Hizb
spokesman Saleem Hashmi stated
in Islamabad that the militant out-
fit cannot review its deadline with-
out receiving a positive signal from
“across the border."

There was no "positive” response
from India as yet to its proposal for
tripartite talks, Hashmi said,
accusing New Delhi of adopting
“delaying tactics."

"How can we review the deadline
if we are not receiving positive sig-
nals from across the border. The
situation remains unchanged,”
Hashmi said, adding that “we still
stand by that demand.”

He warned that India would be
responsible for any failure of the

Hizbul’'s Pakistan-based
chief Syed Salahuddin

"We hope you would
use the diplomatic
influence of your gov-
ernment to persuade
India to accept the
rationale behind our
unilateral ceasefire,"
the letter said.

Against this back-
"1 drop, sources in New

1 Delhi told The
Hindustan Times that
the Prime Minister's
remarks that Indian
officials can only
negotiate within the
constitutional framework did not
preclude the Hizb interlocutors
from stating their position within
the parameters of their choice. 3,

In a statement today in the Rajya
Sabha, Mr Vajpayee said that every
time India tried for peace through
dialogue, Pakistan had responded
by fresh terrorist attacks. "It hap-
pened on the day I traveled to
Lahore. It has happened once
again, coinciding with the ceasefire
declared by the  Hizbul
Mujahideen," he said.

The PM nevertheless assured the
‘House that Pakistan's terrorist
campaign would not deter India

from pursuing the path of peace.

ON PAGE 12

" @ Fracas over judicial probe demand
Hizbul's unilaterally declared .. @ J&K Hizbul want deadiine extended
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SRINAGAR/NEW DELHI,
Aug. 6. — The Prime Minister
today ruled out involving Pak-
istan in the peace talks bet-
ween the Centre and Hizbul
Mujahideen, though the Hur-
riyat Conference iterated that
a permanent solution to the
Kashmir problem could be
found only through a “compre-
hensive” dialogue involving
Pakistan.

_we (India) ha

Pak wor't be patty
to Kashmir talks

%the actors. If
to talk to Pak-
istan one day, why-not now.”

The Hizbul todey alleged that
security forces were continuing
operations against its members
and their relatives, but said it '
would meet the Centre’s nego-
tiators next week to work out
modalities for implementing
the ceasefire,

He alleged that securitymen
had forced some Hizbul men

dy to invoive

“There’s no
need for anyone

at Gander-

Editorial: Eye on America, | bal to sur-
page 6 render and

killed two of*

else to come to
the talks between the Centre
and the Hizbul, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee said in New Delhi.

But the Hizbul chief, Syed
Salahuddin, said in Islamabad
that the Kashmir problem was
a tripartite one and the talks
were bound to fail if all three
sides were not involved.

On the group’s 8-August
deadline, Salahuddin said: “It
has been set because of the tra-
ditional stubbornness and
delaying tactics of India.”

The Hurriyat spokesman, Mr
Abdul Majid Banday, told Ster
News: “Is the government rea-

them at Gool Udhampur and
Marhama recently.

(The Lashkar-e-Taiyaba,
blamed for the recent string of
massacres in the state, today
threatened to intensify attacks
on Indian troops, AP adds from
Islamabad.

(“We waited for 40 long
years, but talks and the UN
resolutions failed to solve the
Kashmir problem,” Mr Hafiz
Saeed, the group’s chief, said
today. The Kashmiris today
have no other choice than to

B See KASHMIR: page 8/
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(C(;ntin from page 1
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group was serious abou} the
ceasefire offer and urged other
separatist groups in the state
to support its peace efforts.

Pakistan has echoed Syed
Salahuddin’s stand on tripar-
tite talks. “According to the
UN security council resolu-
tions, Pakistan and India are
the two parties to the Kashmir
issue and the Kashmiri leader-
ship should also be included in
the talks,” a foreign office
spokesman saj

day. .
Fernandeg charge: Mr
George Fernandes today

blamed Laskkar-i-Taiyyaba’s
Fidayeen suicide squad for the
attacks on Amarnath yatra
camps in Pahalgam and here
on 1 and 2 August.

The defence minister told
reporters in Jammu that the
Army would not lower its
guards along the border
despite the talks with the HM.
He expressed hope that the
talks would bring peace. “We
are optimistic as the Hizb is a
major group.”
Farooq move: The Jammu
and Kashmir chief minister
today met Mrs Sonia Gandhi
and assured her that “elabo-
rate security arrangements”
had been made for the
Amarnath yatra.

Mr Farooq Abdullah’s visit fol-
lows Mrs Gandhi’s demand for

a judicial probe into the recent
massacres in the state.

About 1,903 pilgrims today
left Jammu for Pahalgam
enroute Amarnath,

Shoora condemns attacks:
The All India Muslim Majlis-e-
Shoora today condemned the
killing of Amarnath pilgrims
and said it was a deliberate
attempt to sabotage the peace
talks initiated by the Centre.
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World unites in«
conden?;nil%g

Our Political BureauOx {

NEW DELHI 4 AUGUST AN

ONDEMNATION

CPOURED forth against the

massacre of 100 civilians

in Kashmir from all corners of

the globe, reminiscent of the

anguish that rankled the world

over Pakistan’s intrusion in
Kargil last year.

As the world again pointed its
finger of accusation at Pakistan,
India on Friday formally accused
Islamabad-sponsored Lashkar-e-
Toiba for perpetrating the
killings of Tuesday night and
i early Wednesday morning.

In the wake of US reaction,
the European Union on Friday
expressed “horror and indigna-
tion” at the killings.

In a statement it condemned
“most resolutely the perpetrators
of these attacks and their back-
ers”. The Japanese foreign min-
istry said “these brutal acts of
terrorism were perpetrated at a
time when the very positive move
for putting an end to violence in
Kashmir had just commenced.”

Running through the numer-
ous statements of world leaders
is not merely an implicit condem-
nation of the “backers” of the
killings but an unqualified appre-
ciation of India’s stated desire to
press ahead with the peace talks.

On Thursday, the Prime
Minister reiterated that India
“would overcome difficulties”
and continue with the talks. The
first meeting between the central
team and the Hizbul Mujahideen
took place on Thursday.

Pak

“We are degply shocked by
the massacre which has killed
several innocent people,” China
said on Friday. But not prepared
to abandon its “all-weather
friendship” with Pakistan, the
Chinese  foreign  ministry
spokesman said: “We hope India |
and Pakisan could resume dia-
logue and negotiations as soon as
possible so as to peacefully settle
all disputes, including Kashmir
and jointly safeguard the peace
and stability of the region.”

China and the UN secretary
general Kofi Annan have been in
a minority demanding for India’s
dialogue with Pakistan. On
Thursday, in a message, Mr
Annan too had asked for resump-
tion of Indo-Pak dialogue. This is
markedly missing from other
statements, implying that there is
greater acceptance for India’s
demand that Pakistan should
cease sponsering cross-border
terrorism before it would pre-
pare for talks.

Mr Vajpayee had told Mr
Clinton during a telephone con-
versation that there was no basis
for a meaningful dialogue with
Islamabad in the face of no let-up
in Pakistan-backed terrorist acts.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Economic  Affairs (MEA)
spokesman on Friday confirmed
the involvement of the Lashkar-
e-Toiba in the killings.

“There is very clear evidence
of the involvement of Lashker-e-
Toiba, based in Pakistan and sup-
ported by Pakistan,” the
spokesman said.

He said it had been a pattern
that every peace initiative by
India had been greeted by terror-
ist acts from across the borders.
It was the case during the Prime
Minister’s Lahore journey which
was marked by the death of 20
civilians in the valley. On the eve
of the visit of US president Bill
Clinton in March this year, 35
Sikhs were gunned down in
Chattisinghpura. The Pakistan
foreign ministry dubbed it “part
of the Indian government’s effort
to divert attention from its own
atrocities against the Kashmiri
people and to malign the
Kashmir freedom struggle.”

The Economic Time:
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PRIME MIN-
ISTER AB.
Vajpayee said
on  Wednes-
day that the
massacre - of
innocent pil-
grims  and
labourers in J&K by militants
made it amply clear that
Pakistan based terrorist groups
were out tq sabotage the talks
with the Hizbul Mujahideen.

"The path we are following is
one of peace and we will not
leave it. Whatever difficulties
we encounter, we-will face. A
message should go from this
House that we will not be
cowed down by terrorism,” he
said in the Lok Sabha.

Members of both Houses of
Parliament wereé agitated over
the killings. The PM assured
them that, LK. Advani would
present statements in both
Houses in the evening.

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, Madhavrao Scin-
dia was heard saying "what kind
of peace process is the ggvern-
ment talking about”.

"No words would be strong
enough to condemn these out-
rageous incidents by a hostile
neighbour,” Advani said.

He said this was more or less
anticipated. The government
had been receiving reports of
the "unhappiness” -among the
foreign  mercenaries over
Hizbul's offer.

When Advani remarked that
the security forces should not
be criticised, Scindia retorted:
"We are not criticising the secu-
rity forces. We are criticising
your Government for not hav-
ing provided enough forces for
the yatris" Sonia Gandhi
demanded that the government
answer for its failure to ensure
security on the Amarnath
route. She said it should not
lower guard as done during the
Lahore peace process but be on
"full alert”, HTC, New Delhi
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Immediate resuymption of
Indo-Pak. talks favoured

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 2. Former diplomats
of India and Pakistan are of the view
that both countries will have to re-
sume dialogue immediately to ease
tensions irrespective of differences on
the Kashmir issue and move forward
towards normalisation of relations.
They were of the view that the recent
events in Kashmir has provided the
opportunity to carryforward the proc-
€ss. o -\ ’z
The diplomats were speaki ere
at a seminar organised by the Ilama-
bad Policy Research Institute (IPRI) on
“South Asia: prospects for peace” on
Tuesday evening. The Indian diplo-
mats, including two former Foreign
Secretaries and three Ambassadors,
are currently on a visit to the country
on an invitation from the Pakistan-In-
dia People's Friendship Forum (PIPF)
as part of an exchange programme.

The retired Indian diplomats are
Mr. M.K. Rasgotra, Mr. Salman Haider,
Mr. C.V. Ranganathan, Mrs. Manora-
ma Bhalla and Mr. P.A. Nazareth. The
diplomats are visiting Lahore to take
part in a seminar organised by the
PIPF on August 4.

In contrast to the views of the for-
mer Indian diplomats at the seminar,
the Information Minister of Pakistan,
Mr. Javed Jabbar, and a Pakistani aca-
demician argued that unless the “core
issue"" of Kashmir was resolved, there
could no be real peace between the
two countries. The Information Minis-
ter characterised the Indo- Pakistan
relations as the “most complex on the
planet’” and said even if the core issue
is addressed the complexity of the ties
would remain. “The relations between
the two countries is for ever full of haz-
ards and pitfalls.”

Mr. Najmuddin Sheikh, a former Pa-

kistan Foreign Secretary, said the rela-
tions between the two countries is a
complete negation of what the father
of Pakistan had envisaged. He said
both the countries have to overcome
obsession about each other and work
towards a constructive approach.

Mr. Sheikh said both India and Pa-
kistan stand to gain enormously both
politically and economically if there is
reduction in level of tensions. Sub-
stantiating his point, Mr. Sheikh said a
gas pipeline from central Asia or gulf
would benefit both the countries. In-
dia alone could take 4.5 billion cubic
feet of gas from Turkmenistan at a ve-
ry low price and Pakistan could gain
$4.5 to 5 billions in terms of royalty.

Mr. Sheikh said both the countries
could work on confidence-building
measures and these could include
demilitarisation of international bor-
der and a well-defined nuclear re-
straint regime.

Mr. Salman Haider said despite the
ups and downs in the relations, there
have been moments of hope. The Hiz-
bul ceasefire, Indian response and the
release of leaders of the All Party Hur-
riyat Conference earlier have created a
new atmosphere. He was of the view
that the real impulse for the recent
events in the valley reflects a desire on
the part of the various players in-
volved for a new path.

The former Foreign Secretary said
nothing in recent years matched the
“political boldness” of the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, when
he visited Lahore. He said Mr. Vaj-
payee could pick up the threads of La-
hore once again if a conducive
atmosphere prevails. Dr. Riffat Hus-
sain, a noted Pakistani academician,
said peace between India and Pakis-
tan was a mirage unless the core issue
of Kashmir was resolved.,
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\% Pak. will go by Hurriyat
Tresponse to ceasefire offe

By uralidhar Redd;qw"’ Jy..r-a-ffﬁstatement that he was pre-

ISLAMABAD) JULY 26. Pakistan has
said it will\be guided by the re-
sponse of the All-Party Hurriyat
Conference in its assessment of
the ceasefire declared on Monday
by the H&bul Mujahideen.

A Foreign Office spokesman
told a news conference here that
Pakistan recognised the APHC as
the true representative of the
Kashmiri people and the implica-
tions of any activity by various
elements of the ‘freedom struggle’
would have to be assessed by the
Kashmiri leadership.

The spokesman, however, de-
clined to comment on whether
the rejection of the ceasefire by
other militant groups reflected a
rift in their ranks.

His standard reply was that
while Pakistan supported the
Kashmir people’s struggle for self-
determination, it was for the
“freedom fighters'’ to decide how
best to carry it forward. An-
swering another question on the
rejection of the Hijbul announce-
ment, the spokesman said Pakis-
tan did not have any control over
the "“freedom fighters” and it was
for them to decide on the “politi-
cal dimensions and other means”
of the struggle.

The spokesman categorically
denied that there was any link be-
tween the Hijbul announcement
and the Chinese Foreign Minister,
Mr. Tang Jiaxuan’s visit to India
and Pakistan.

Asked whether the offer could
help to create an atmosphere
conducive 1o a dialogue between
India and Pakistan
on the United Nations forum, the
spokesman said Islamabad had
offered to hold talks without any
condition. He recalled the Chief
Executive, Gen. Pervez Mushar-

pared to talk to the Prime
Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, at
any time, any place and any level.
“1t is for India to respond.”

He said Pakistan would want a
“meaningful, result- oriented and
definite progress” in resolution of
the Kashmir problem whenever
the dialogue was resumed. On the
possibility of Gen. Musharraf
meeting Mr. Vajpayee at the U.N.
Millennium Summit in Septem-
ber, the spokesman said the agen-
da of the Chief Executive was yet
to be finalised.

The spokesman said Mr. Tang
during his meetings with Gen.
Musharraf and the Pakistan For-
eign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar,
appraised them of his discussions
with the Indian leaders.

The spokesman said China sup-
ported the Pakistani position on
Kashmir and wanted the two
countries to resume the dialogue
to address all issues, including
Kashmir. Pakistan, he said, appre-
ciated the G-8 call for India and
Pakistan to holding talks.

The Information Minister, Mr.
Javed }Jabbar, told correspondents
here tonight that “the onus is now
on India. It is upto India to see
that it responds positively, de-es-
calates tension, reduce the num-
ber of troops, ends human rights
violations and invite the APHC for
talks on its terms.”

Hizbul expelled from
jehadi council
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JULY 26. Hizbul Muja-
hideen, considered to be the most
powerful militant organisation in
Kashmir, was expelled on Mon-

day from the Mutihadda Jehadi

THE HSINDU

Council (MJC), a conglomerate of
16 outfits, for its uhllateral cease-
fire offer.

The MJC condemned the offer
as a retrograde step that would
undermine the ongoing “freedom
struggle” in Kashmir and re-
moved the Hizbul Mujahideen
chief, Syed Salahuddin, as chair-
man of the council.

The resolution, released at a
news conference here, said the of-
fer of a ceasefire had no meaning
as long as security forces were
present in Kashmir. The ceasefire
would only help India step up its
propaganda against “freedom
fighters”.

The Council called upon the
outfit to reconsider its offer. A sig-
nificant aspect of the resolution
was that it did not attribute any
motives to the ceasefire announ-
cement.

The immediate reaction of the
militant groups to the develop-
ment was that the “commander
in Srinagar had been manipulated
by the Indian Government”.

The Al Quaida chief, Naseer
Ahmed Mujaheed, warned the
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minis-
tér, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, and the
Hizbul commander in Srinagar of
dire consequences for betraying
the sentiments of the Kashmiris.
“These two are on our hit list.
They will face the consequences
for letting down the people of
kashmir, who have been fighting
against Indian oppression,” a
spokesman told The Hindu over
phone.

The Hizbul offer has evoked a
mixed response in the Pakistani
press and several theories are in
circulation on what could have
led to the “‘surprise” announce-
ment.
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= The Kakgil victory of 1999 is a
 year-old and 26 July is being
' observed as a remembrance day
- with candles and lamps being lit
. nationwide in the memory of the
1787 casualties who sacrificed
life and limb in the operations.
This is befitting and one hopes
© that the families of those direct-
s ly affected will receive some
succour and comfort from their fellow citizens.
This initiative must be sustained in the long term
by ensuring that the funds collected for the
Kargil martyrs and the relief then promised by
different agencies in the state and private sector
reaches those who need it.

The one year punctuation of Kargil and the man-
ner in which the emotionally charged events of
this period last year have played out is best con-
textualised by two perhaps little noticed develop-
ments which merit scrutiny. On one hand there
has been a noticeable intensification of the mili-
tant related violence and killings in the Kashmir
Valley and the statistics are self-evident. The sec-
ond is the frenzied speech delivered by Maulana

Masood Azhar, (the cleric freed in the Kandahar -

hijacking in Deceraber 1999) in Karachi on July
22. The thread that weaves the two point to the
nature of the challenge that India has to deal with
a year after Kargil.

The pattern of the Kashmir killings and the
intensification over the last two years are instruc-

/w/@ v Kargll One year later

tive. In the period 1 July 1998 to 30 June 1999
and subsequently for the corresponding period
1999 - 2000 the figures are as follows: terrorists
killed 973 and 1239 respectively; Army casual-
ties 624 and 836 respectively. The nature of the
militant/terrorist attacks has also undergone a
qualitative change suggesting a direct involve-
ment of a professional military and the quality of
the firepower deployed and the communication
equipment is cause for concern. The trend of vio-
lence has increased noticeably after the October
military coup in Pakistan. June this year has been
particularly bloody with 190 militants being neu-
tralised by the Indian security forces suggesting
thereby that there has been a concerted attempt
to increase the mfﬂtratlon density.

The rehglous fervour for stoking this kind of mil-
itancy is being provided by the extremist ideo-
logues and here Masood Azhar’s exhortations in
Karachi are significant. Addressing what has
been described as a gathering of 10,000 at the
Friday prayers in a mosque, the cleric threatened
that the jibad in Kashmir against India would
continue. It appears that the Pakistani govern-
ment is either unable or unwilling to prevent
such activities and it is this tacit if not direct
endorsement of such encouragement that is like-
ly to keep the Kargil pot on simmer for the fore-
seeable future. General Musharraf who is under

considerable pressure is western benefac-
tors to crack down on rehglous extremism and
state support to terrorism is clearly not in a posi-
tion to control the right wing religious ideologues
in Pakistani state and society and this nexus will
increase the level of turbulence and violence in
the Valley. To that extent it appears that the mil-
itary victory in Kargil last year has not been able
to ensure the kind of compellence and restraint
that India expects from the Musharraf regime.
However, states prioritise their military and eco-
nomic interests zealously and hence vulnerabili-
ties in these areas need to be identified and
exploited. Notwithstanding the visible signs of
economic resilience in Pakistan due to its
black/illegal spectrum — drawn from
Kalashnikov-narcotics combine — the external
fiscal profile is precarious. By January 2001
Islamabad would have to re-schedule a US $ 3.3
billion debt from the Paris Club and a $900 mil-
lion owing to the London Club. It is unlikely that
Pakistan would be able to meet its debt commit-
ments with existing resources and this perhaps
provides a leverage for India. However the pat-
tern to date has been that the US led western
nations have continued to provide the fiscal
breathing space that Pakistan is so desperately in
need of. India’s strategy to deal with the Kargil
virus may prove to be more effective by factoring
in this strand.
(Commodore Bhaskar is Deputy Director, IDSA,
New Delhi)
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Pak-based Hizbul supreme

|

| EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE -\
ISLAMABAD, JULY25 o $n ¢
1V

~ PAKISTAN gave a muted re-
sponse on Tuesday to the offer
made by the Hizbul Mujahideen
for a three-month ceasefire and
talks with India, even as Syed
Salahuddin, the Pak-based
‘supreme leader of the Hizbul Mu-
jahideen today endorsed the unilat-
eral ceasefire offered by his main
! commander in Jammu and Kash-
mir. “We own this offer, it is a tactical
move,” Salahuddin told reporters
here today evening referring to the
truce announuced by Hizbul ‘com-
mander’ Abdul Majid Dar in Srina-
garyesterday.

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Ab-
dul Sattar told reporters that it’s for
the Kashmiris to decide what direc-
tion to take in their battle against In-
dia. “It is for the people of Kashmir
and for their representatives,

namely the All
ference, tomake a
ing the manner inw]
gle shouldbe waged, |h

Observers said
Government was under pressure
from the US not to react to the
move. “This is asignificant develop-
ment and Pakistan is under pres-
sure from the US not to put aspan-
ner in the works,” a senior official
said in Islamabad.

Pakistan Television blacked out
the news of the Hizbul offer and
Pakistan’s reaction to it in its Tues-
daynewsbulletins.

This was not the case with the
militant Islamic groups who told
journalists on Tuesday evening that
the move was “unacceptable”.
They vowed on Tuesday to con-
tinue their “holy war” in Kashmir,

“We won't allow anyone to
erase the sacrifices of thousands of
Kashmiris,” said Hafiz Mo-

leader endorses ceasefire

hammed Saeed, leader of lSshka{

e-Toiba, a key guerrilla group fight-
ing Indian forces in Kashmir. “The
jehad (holywar) for Kashmir’s free-
dom and its union with Pakistan will
goon,” he said in Islamabad. f

- Lashkar said the Hizbul cease- |
fire offer will make little difference
because it is not the only group
fighting in Kashmir. “I am con-
vinced that Abdul Majid Dar’s an-
nouncement is as an individual. I
am sure not all the Hizbul Mu-
jahideen support this decision,”
said Saeed. More than a dozen
groups are waging a bloody seces-
sionist movement in Indian Kash-
mir, demanding either outright in-
dependence or union with Islamic
Pakistan. Hizbul Mujahideen in
Pakistanwas meeting on Tuesdayin
neighbouring Rawalpindi, where
they are headquartered to discuss
the offer, said a spokesman, who
did notwant to be identified.
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- . ‘
Masood breaks silence

spews anti-
Karach, Juy 22 y(\/\

THOUSANDS OF Pakistanis
called for holy war against India
here as extremist leader Maulana
Masood Azhar dramatically ended
months of silence after his release
from an Indian jail.

"Ten thousand have joined us and
are ready to give their lives in the
name of Islam," said Azhar in a
s&eech yesterday at a mosque in
this southern port city.

Police were deployed around the
mosque as Azhar whipped thou-
sands of people attending Friday
prayers into a fury against India.

"India is killing thousands of
innocent Mustims in Kashmir but
they cannot stop the jihad (holy
war). Tomorrow I may be killed but
the struggle will continue," said
Azhar, who was released from an
Indian jail late last year as partof a

v
ia veno 4
deal with hijackers of an Ingian
Airlines plane.

Pakistani authorities, wary of the
country's growing reputation as a
haven for Islamic extremists, have
tried to muzzle the fiery orator
since his release in late December
after almost six years in Indian
prisons. Mosque administrators
said police had tried to prevent his
speech yesterday but were flatly
told that "Muslim leaders cannot
be stopped in an Islamic country.”

Azhar is the leader of the funda-
mentalist outfit Jaish-e-
Mohammad, which he created in
April after quitting the Harkatul

ujahadeen, an outfit blamed for
several terrorist attacks and kid-
nappings. His brother was alleged-
ly one of the five Muslim hijackers
who seized the Indian Airlines
plane last year and forced it to

Afghanistan, (Ay/

PHE HINDUSTAN ppchal

133



W %y C. Raja Mohan ‘)/ \/b

NEW DELHI; JULY 20, Pakistan had given written
assurances to protect the proposed
overland natural gas pipeline from Iran to
India, a senior Iranian official said here
today.

Mr. Mohsen Aminzadeh, visiting Iranian
Deputy Foreign Minister, was hopeful about
the prospects of a new energy corridor
between the Persian Gulf and India cutting
across Pakistani territory.

At a press conference after talks with the
Government, Mr. Aminzadeh said he had
discussed with Indian officials the written
security guarantees Teheran had recently
received from Islamabad.

Acknowledging India’s deep concerns
about the security of the pipeline passing
through Pakistan, Mr. Aminzadeh hoped it
would be possible to create an “assured
environment” that will enable the three
countries reap economic benefits from the
proposed pipeline. P

Iran wants to export its huge natural gas
resources, ndia is the biggest market
around. Pekistan, which would make

money by charging transit fees on the
energy flows, has supported the project.

India has told Iran it will continue to
examine the proposal, and Mr. Aminzadeh
said New Delhi’s attitude during the talks
was a “positive” one.

Mr. Aminzadeh pointed to different
“multilateral and international guarantees”
that could be worked out to address India’s
concerns about the security of energy
supplies coming through hostile territory.
These guarantees could be in the form of
an agreement among the three nations and
legal commitments from Pakistan to the
international consortia which would be
investing in the project.

Over the last two days, Mr. Aminzadeh
had intensive consultations with senior
officials in the Foreign Office. He also
called on the Foreign Secretary, Mr. Lalit
Mansingh, and the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh.

While sounding optimistic, the visiting
Minister said much work remained to be
done before the trans-regional pipeline
project was realised. At this stage, Iran is
engaged in bilateral discussions with both

ndia told of Pak. assurance on pipeline

India and Pakistan. A trilateral agreement,
involving all the three nations, would come
into play only after New Delhi and Teheran
agree on the terms of the project and India
is fully satisfied about its security
environment.

During Mr. Singh’s visit to Iran in May,
the two sides agreed to set up a Joint
Working Group to assess the different ways
of transporting natural gas from Iran to
India. The JWG is scheduled to meet next
month in Teheran, and will discuss what
Mr. Singh had called a “sustainable
marriage between economics and security”
aspects of the pipeline proposals.

Various options, including underwater
pipelines that would avoid Pakistani
territory, would be considered by the JWG.
But Teheran appears to favour the overland
pipeline as the cheapest way of
transporting natural gas to India.

Mr. Aminzadeh said an overland pipeline
through Pakistan would also be less
expensive than the present export of
liquefied natural gas through ships from
Iran to India.

THE HINDU



-8 asks Indla, Pak
to resume alalogue

Miyazaki, July 13 %\,‘p "i \A\

EIGHT MOST powerful nanons
today called on India and Pakistan
to resume their stalled dialogue at
the earliest in the spirit of Lahore
declaration and refrain from tak-
ing any step that could further
aggravate the tense situation in the
sub-continent.

A joint communique issued at
the end of the two-day meet of G-
8 Foreign Ministers here to pre-
pare a blueprint for their heads of
Government summit later this
month also asked New Delhi and
Islamabad to join international
efforts to strengthen the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation regime.

"We are deeply concerned at the

level of tension between India and
Pakistan. We call on both countries
to refrain from any action which
would aggravate the situation and
to resume dialogue as soon as pos-
sible in the spirit of Lahore,” it
said. Asking New Delhi and
Islamabad to strengthen the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation and dis-
armament regime, including con-
tinuation of their unilateral under-
takings not to resume nuclear test-
ing, the ministers said both the
countries should sign and ratify the
CTBT and take further steps to
meet Non-Proliferation goals.

The G-8 ministers unveiled an
action plan to prevent conflicts
across the globe.

(PTI}
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‘Pakistan must end Civ W/ f
cross-border teFrorism’

LONDON: The chairman of the
Jammu and
1 Kashmir Peace
4 Committee,
Europe, M.
Khan,
on Wednesday
demanded that
Pakistan’s chief
executive Gen.
Pervez
Musharraf
cease exporting and supporting
cross-border terrorism in the
Kashmir Valley if he means to set-
tle all outstanding disputes with
India, including Kashmir.

“Thereafter, he should set out a
clear agenda for discussion with
India,” Mr Khan said in a state-
ment here.

The agenda should include dis-
cussions on “modalities for with-
drawing Pakistani troops from
Kashmir, in case Gen. Musharraf
wants to settle the Kashmir dis-
pute under the UN resolutions,”
he said.

Or, would Gen. Musharraf like
to negotiate recognition of the

; line of control as a permanent
international boundary under the
Shimla agreement of 1972, he
asked.

“Without setting out a clear
agenda why is the military leader
of Pakistan anxious to meet with
the Indian leadership,” Mr Khan
asked. He said ever since coming
to power, Gen. Musharraf has
been anxious to meet the Indian

P. Musharraf

leadership afhd added, *It is
encouraging td, know that Gen.
Mushatraf is ndw willing to talk
to the Indian leadership to
resolve all outstapding issues with
them.”

However, ?esnomng Gen
Musharraf’s motives, Mr Khan
said at a time when India’s Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
travelled by bus on a peace mis-
sion to Lahore, Gen. Musharraf
and certain other senior Pakistani
generals were “planning to attack
India from the Kargil sector in
Kashmir. He subsequently did so
and thus sabotaged the entire
peace process mutually initiated
and agreed by the two prime min-
isters.”

He said Gen. Musharraf also
sabotaged deposed Pakistani
prime minister Nawaz Sharif’s
plans to set up an inquiry com-
mission to bring to book those
responsible for the Kargil disas-
ter.

“As a first step in this direction
Gen Musharraf and certain other
generals were retired. But instead
of accepting the retirement, Gen
Musharraf overthrew the elected
government of Mr Sharif by force
and imposed himself as the chief
executive,” Mr Khan said.

Gen. Musharraf and his group
of generals have disrupted and
uprooted the democratic institu-
tions-of Pakistan to serve their
self-interest, he said. ;pm)
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Aﬁ/ﬁo-warpact not being

Y\ By Amit Baruah
ISLAMABAD, NLY 3 The Pakistani Foreign Minister,

Mr. Abdul Sattay, has said that the question of a
“no-war pact” was not under discussion between
India and Pakistan, after The News reported today
that the Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, had
offered India such a pact last night.

The General, who was reportedly talking to some
reporters informally during a dinuer hosted for vis-
iting South Asian journalists, is said to have under-
lined the need for peace by offering India a “no-war
pact”.

Asked about this “offer” today, the Foreign Minis-
ter stated that India and Pakistan had exchanged
views on a no-war pact on many occasions. This
question was not, however, under consideration at
the present time, Mr. Sattar affitmed.

The Foreign Minister, however, added that as the
Head of Government, Gen. Musharraf was the ulti-
mate spokesman for Pakistan on matters of foreign
policy.

Addressing a press conference after his return
from a meeting of OIC Foreign Ministers in Kuala
Lumpur, Mr. Sattar said that Islamabad had received
information about foreign nationals whose activities
were detrimental to the interests of their countries of
origin.

Pakistan, he said, was taking follow-up action on
the basis of the information provided.

On the International Court of Justice (IC]) judg-
ment in the Atlantique shooting case, Mr. Sattar said
the court had not pronounced a verdict on the sub-
stance of Pakistan’s complaint. The IC] had con-
cluded that it had no jurisdiction to take up the case,
the Foreign Minister added.

o7 discussed, says Sattar

of the Pakistani Army as an “occupation Army”". The
editor also suggested that had Pakistan taken a posi-
tion in 1971 similar to or.e it took on Kashmir today,
the course of the country’s history could have been
different.

“Coming to the (1971) scenario, I am afraid i don't
agree at all with whatever you said. There are certain
issues which have hurt Bangladesh and also Pakista-
nis. It is in the interest of both Bangladesh and Pa-
kistan to absolutely forget the past.

“If we keep remembering what happened... and
Bangladesh keeps expecting some kind of return or
some kind of reparation or damages to Bangladesh, i
am afraid you are not being practical at all. Because
there are many, many issues involved in whatever
happened in 1971. It was a bitter experience for Pu-
kistan as well as Bangladesh. Not for Bangladesh
alone....” Gen, Musharraf stated.

“We have to forget what happened in 1971, he
said. maintaining that wrongs were committed by
both sides and there was no need to “haggle over”
who did what wrong.

Clearly, these observations of Gen. Musharraf
have all the potential of raking up a latent contro-
versy between the two courntries about the events of
1971. There have been demands in Bangladesh in
the past for Pakistan to ‘‘apologise” for the massive
repression and genocide of the Bangladeshi people.
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_Panja not for
talks with Pak.

By Our % cial Corre on ent

BANGALORE, av 3.7 10\/» mn we
shake handqwith a hand, which is
bloodstained? "~ was how the
Union Minisker of State for Exter-
nal Affairs, ¥r. Ajit Kumar Pania,
reacted to a question by pressper-
sons here on Monday on why In-
dia was not taking up the offer of !
Gen. Musharraf, military mlex of ¢
Pakistan, for talks ?:g)

Mr. Panja said t ovemmu\t‘
was very clear in its stand. “We
cannot start talks with Pakistan
and whom do we talk to,” was his |
reply. "Mr. Musharraf says he is
the Chief Executive Officer and
we believe that a nation cannot be
run by a CEQ. Only public limited |
companies were run by CEOs. Let
him go to the polls and come to |
power, then we will initiate talks.”

But, irrespective of the political
stalemate, India, he said, contin- !
ued to have bilateral trade with |
Pakistan.

On the issue of Sri Lanka, Mr.
Panja said the problems of ethnic
Tamils had to be resolved bilater-
ally, and if India’s help was need-
ed, the Government was willing to
give it. However, he maintained
that the integrity and sovereignty
of Sri Lanka had to be protected. |

Similarly, India’s sovereignty
was fundamental, he said, reac- .
ting to Mr. Farooq Abdullai’s
statement on autonomy for Jam- |
mu and Kashmir. However, States
had to be given more autonomy, |
particularly in the financial SFW
tor, he added. i
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Musharraf favours
_f sun(ggnynonal talks

()7[73) ‘ Q} Q/ | Raja Asghar A \ Y

1SLAMABAD 3 JuLY /
PAKISTANI MILITARY ruler General Pervez Mu&h%:af has urged

Indian leaders to give up their reservations about talking to him and
hold unconditional talks to settle their disputes.

Mr Musharraf told a gathering of south Asian journalists on
Sunday that the two countries would get nowhere if they set conditions | ¢
and counter-conditions for a resumption of stalled peace talks.

“That is why I am saying that let us forget conditions and start the
dialogue,” he said. “T am absolutely for a dialogue and without any pre- | !
conditions whatsoever.”

Mr Musharraf asked journalists at the end of a two-day conference
organised by the daily The News, to help end what he called anti-
Pakistan hysteria in India since a 10-week confrontation
in disputed Kashmir last year.

Replying to questions, Mr Musharraf said he wanted the “core”
dispute on Kashmir to be tackled in the talks along with other out-
standing matters. “Unless the core issue is discussed how can we be
involved in the peripheral, unimportant issues between the two coun-
tries. If you put conditions, I can put 10 conditions also. It is not going
to lead anywhere.”

India has shunned talks with Mr Musharraf’s government since
he seized power in a bloodless army coup last October that toppled
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. The country has responded to his offers
for talks by demanding that Pakistan must first stop “cross-border ter-
rorism” in Kashmir,

Mr Musharraf denied Indian charges of sponsoring a decade-old
insurgency in the part of Kashmir ruled by New Delhi. He said if India
persisted making preconditions, Pakistan could insist on a reduction
of Indian “atrocities” and forces in Kashmir as conditions for talks.

“We need to initiate a dialogue without preconditions,” said Mr
Musharraf.  — Reuters

The Economic Time:
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formal Pak ﬁ{oposa}/yet/

on gas

S.P.S. Pannu
New Deihi, July 3

PETROLEUM AND Natural Gas
Minister Ram Naik today reacted
cautiously to General Pervez
Musharraf's statement in favour of
a joint India-Pakistan overland gas
pipeline from Iran through
Pakistani territory. Mr Naik said
that he welcomed the statement
but there was no formal proposal
from Pakistan on the issue as yet.
The Minister stated that he had
met his Iranian counterpart at the
recent World Petroleum Congress
in Canada "and impressed upon
him that India would buy piped
natural gas from Iran only if they
could give an assurance that the
supply would be "uninterrupted”.
He pointed out that the only pos-
sibility of the gas supplies being

disrupted "is at the Pakistani end
and considering what happened in
Kargil there is a need to tread with
the utmost caution”.

"Mr Naik said that India would be ~

making large investments in the
power and fertiliser sectors which
would be critically dependent on
this piped natural gas. It was,
therefore, an absolute must that
"we have an assurance of an unin-
terrupted supply", he added.

The Minister said that Iran too,
would be making a heavy invest-
ment in the natural gas project and
therefore, needed an assurance
from Pakistan that there would not
be any disruption in the supply
line. Mr Naik said that he had told
the Iranian team that India was
interested in buying natural gas
and pipeline supplies would turn
out to be much cheaper. But Iran

rWE HINDUSTAN TIMES

S m

pii\) line, says Naik

would first have to get a fool-proof
assurance from Pakistan, he said.

The Minister disclosed that as an
upshot of his discussions in
Canada, the Iranians would be
coming to Delhi soon, after hold-
ing talks with their Pakistani coun-
terparts on the issue.

Mr Naik further observed that
while General Musharraf had told
The Hindustan Times yesterday
that he was in favour of a joint
India-Pakistan pipeline he had not
been able to explain why Pakistan
had stalled the project five years
ago and had now suddenly
changed its mind.

The Chief Executive of Pakistan
had in fact stated, "I cannot under-
stand why the  previous
Government rejected the proposal
of an overland gas pipeline from
Iran to India."



e Musharraf not keen on takmg

W\

By Amit

ISLAMABAD, JULY 2.
The Pakistani Chie& Executive,
Gen. Pervez Musharyaf, tonight
doubted the sincerity of the [ndi-
an Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee’s symbolic visit to the
Minar-i-Pakistan in February
1999, where Mr. Vajpayee stated
categorically that he had no prob-
lems in recognising Pakistan as a
sovereign, independent State.
Addressing a gathering of over
~ 50 Indian media representatives
as part of a South Asia media con-
ference, Gen. Musharraf offered
no concessions to India and said
he would not take any initiative
for a dialogue which could prove
to be “‘humiliating.”
About a unilateral

X

ah

initiative

from him for talks with India, the
Chief Executive stated that the
scenario when Gen. Zia-ul-Haq
visited India for a cricket match
and the current situation were ve-
ry different. The “hostilities” to-
day were “a lot”, he felt. Asked if
he now felt that Kargil was a mis-
take, Gen. Musharraf shot back,
“I'll be the last man to say tha-
t..you only talk of Kargil, what
happened in Siachen?” He also
denied that there were any terror-
ist ““training camps” in Pakistan.

Maintaining that Pakistan was a
victim of ‘“‘distorted perceptions”,
Gen. Musharraf said he would like
mediapersons to project that Pa-
kistan wanted peace. Denying
that he was a war-monger, Gen.
Musharraf also rejected the no-
tion that the Pakistani military

mindset was holding hostage the
development of friendly relations
with India.

In a slight shift in emphasis, the
General denied that Pakistan
wanted to discuss Kashmir alone,
but stated that unless the “core
issue” of Kashmir was addressed,
Islamabad could not get involved
with peripheral issues.

While expressing, once again,
reservations about the Lahore
process, the General, however,
said the methodology of the dia-
logue with India was not impor-
tant — it was Kashmir which was
important to Pakistan.

Asked about his opinion on the
Indian Government's possible
dialogue with the Hurriyat Con-
ference, he stated that there were
three parties involved in Kashmir

TN

initiative for dialogue

and ultimately the solution lay in
all three engaging in dialogue.

The General did not give a di-
rect answer when asked by a Jam-
mu-based journalist whether
Pakistan was willing to concede
the “third option” of independ-
ence to the Kashmiri people. He
said a solution to Kashmir must
be found in accordance with the
“wishes of the Kashmiri people”
and left it at that.

According to him, there was
need to remove the ‘“hysteria”
created in India and the press in
India should bring pressure or
persuade the political leadership
to resume the dialogue process.
He accused nearly all current In-
dian leaders of spreading ‘“hyste-
ria” and making threatening,
anti-Pakistan statements.




Pak.(must)create
atmosp
talks: Farooq

SRINAGAR, JUNE 30. The Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr.
Farooq Abdullah, has asked Pa-
kistan to create a conducive at-
mosphere for talks with New
Delhi by ending border hostilities
and stopping infiltration of mil-
itants. ’

“Pakistani people might be
keen to normalise relations with
India but their Government is not
sincere in materialising this,” he
told a group of Women'’s Initiative
for Peace in South Asia led by Ms.
Nirmala Deshpande.

The Pakistani Government had
“two faces — that of a friend and
a foe,” he said, On the one hand,
they talked of friendship in La-
hore and, on the other, they engi-
neered border incursions in
Kargil.

Charging the Hurriyat Confer-
ence leaders with exploiting the
masses for their vested interests,
he said they were implementing

| Pakistan’s agenda causing miser-

ies to their own people.

On human rights, his Govern-
ment would not tolerate any sort
of excesses on innocent people.
— PTI
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WE HAVE NO JURISDICTION,

o
RULES ICJ

Pak. loses Atlantique case

THE HAGUE, JUNE 21. The Internatlonal Court of
Justice, principal judicial organ of the United
Nations, today declared that it had no juris-
diction to adjudicate upon the dispute
brought before it by Pakistan against India in
the case concerning the aerial incident of Au-
gust 10, 1999. The decision was taken by a vote
of 14 to two. Since the court bench did not
include a Pakistani or Indian, the two states
had each appointed a judge ad hoc.

On September 21, 1999, Pakistan instituted
proceedings before the ICJ against India re-
garding a dispute concerning the destruction
on August 10, 1999 of a Pakistani Atlantique
aircraft. As a basis for the court’s jurisdiction,
Pakistan’s application invoked paras 1 and
two in Article 36 of the IC] statute and the
declarations whereby both states accepted the
compulsory jurisdiction of the court.

In a letter dated November 2, 1999, India
stated it had “preliminary objections to the
assumption of jurisdiction by the court on the
basis of Pakistan’s application”. After a meet-
ing on November 10, 1999 by the then IC]
president, Judge Schwebel, with the parties,
the latter agreed to request the court to deter-
mine separately the question of its jurisdiction
before any proceedings on the merits of the
case. The court fixed time-limits for the filing
of written pleadings by the parties and hear-
ings on the issue of the court’s jurisdiction
were held from April 3 to 6 this year.

The court said that to fix the jurisdiction of
the court in this case, Pakistan relied on Arti-
cle 17 of the General Act for Pacific Settlement
of International Disputes, signed in Geneva on
September 26, 1928, on the declarations of ac-
ceptance of the compulsory jurisdiction of the
court made by the parties and on para 1 of

Article 36 of the gourt’s statute.
It first poygfut that British India acced-

ed on May 21 19 1‘€’b the General Act of 1928.
It said India and}Pakistan made lengthy sub-
missions on whegher the General Act of 1928
had survived the|demise of the League of Na-
tions and, if so, whether the two states had
become parties to the Act on their accession to
independence. Referring to a communication
addressed by the Indian Government to the
United Nations Secretary-General on Septem-
ber 18, 1974, in which it stated that it “never
regarded (itself) as bound by the General Act
of 1928 since (its) Independence in 1947,
whether by succession or otherwise”, the
court concluded that India could not be re-
garded as having been party to the said Act at
the date when the application was filed by
Pakistan and that this convention does not
form a basis of jurisdiction. (It also reminded
the two countries that the Shimla Accord
signed between them in 1972 did not place
any obligation on them to take their disputes
to the ICJ.)

The court then turned to the declarations of
acceptance of the compulsory jurisdiction of
the court made by the two States. It said In-
dia’s declaration contained inter alia a reser-
vation according to which “disputes with the
government of any state which is or has been a
member of the Commonwealth of nations”
are excluded from the court’s jurisdiction. The
court said its jurisdiction only existed within
the limits within which it has been accepted
and that the right of a state to attach reserva-
tions to its declaration was a recognised prac-
tice.

The court also examined the last basis of
jurisdiction invoked by Pakistan — paragraph
1 of Article 36 of the Statute — according to
which “the jurisdiction of the court comprises
all cases which the parties refer to it and all
matters specially provided for in the Charter

of the United Nations”. The court said in this
respect that the U.N. Charter contained no
specific provision of itself conferring compul-
sory jurisdiction on the court and that this
basis of jurisdiction cannot be accepted. it
added that Article 1 of the Shimla Accord con-
cluded between the parties on July 2, 1972 did
not as such entail any obligation on India and
Pakistan to submit their disputes to the court.

The court said there “is a fundamental dis-
tinction between the acceptance by a state of
the court’s jurisdiction and the compatibility
of particular acts with international law” and
that “the court’s lack of jurisdiction does not
relieve states of their obligation to settle their
disputes by peaceful means’'.

(The full text of the ICJ judgment, opinions
and the press communiques are available on
the Court’s website http://www.icj-cij.org.)

Unfortunate, says Pak.
By Amit Baruah

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 21. “It is unfortunate that the
procedures of the International Court of Jus-
tice do not permit to deal with cases involving
international terrorism and gangsterism,” a
Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman said in re-
sponse to the IC] judgment.

“This reflects poorly on its ability to address
international crimes such as shooting down of
the unarmed Atlantique of the Pakistan Navy,
which was well within Pakistan territory, by
India,” Mr. Ifthekar Murshed, the Foreign O
fice spokesman, said in a statement

The verdict of the ICJ has ¢ as a major
setback for Pakistan, whij ad taken the is-
sue to the Court wi uch fanfare and pub-
licity. The “strongreaction” is a reflection of
debacle is for Islamabad.

India halls decision: Page 13
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‘Pak. Army regulars drafted ~
for J&K miilitancy’ w%q\

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JUNE 17. After the humil-
iating defeat in Kargil, Pakistan
and its Inter- Services Intelligence
(ISI) have adopted a new strategy
to give a new lease of life to mil-
itancy in Kashmir, which includes
induction of their regulars in mil-
itancy.

Pakistan is also trying to spread
its tentacles all over the country
and balkanise India. Around 2500
militants are waiting across the
border to infiltrate into the coun-
try and 300 others are undergoing
arms training in different camps.

Making these cbservations at a
news conference here Saturday
evening, the Chief of Staff at 15
Corps Headquarters, Major Gen-
eral John Ranjan Mukherjee said
the Pakistan strategy was to try to
bleed India by a thousand cuts,
continue to draw international at-
tention and force international
intervention in Kashmir. Pakistan
was also carrying out subversion
in Delhi, Mumbai and some
southern States. After the Military
coup in Pakistan, their army for-
mations on the Line of Control
(LoC) have taken direct control of
militants who were being trained

at the field firing range and given
the latest weapons and communi-
cations equipment.

As part of the strategy, a num-
ber of organisations have been
created to divert the attention of
the Indian security forces and al-
so prevent any single group from
becoming powerful, he said. The
latest addition, Jaish-e-Moham-
mad (JeM) headed by Moulana
Masood Azhar, has recruited 5000
people in Pakistan and Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir (POK) with
militants from other outfits also
joining it. Pakistan had also set up
a number of camps for indoctri-
nation and training of militants.
According to Maj. Gen. Mukher-
jee, there are 123 training camps
of which 42 are in Pakistan, 70 in
POK and 11 on the Afghanistan
border.

He said funds for the proxy war
are provided mainly by the Islam-
ic countries and the narcotic
trade. ‘A local terrorist is paid up
to Rs. 15,000 per month and a for-
eign terrorist Rs. 20,000 per
month. They are also rewarded
for major actions. Pakistan has
granted Rs. 50 crore as ex- gratia
payment to the kin of slain terror-
ists,”” he added.

The chief of staff said Paki\tan
was now recruiting army regulars
in the militant ranks after retiring
them prematurely with retire-
ment benefits.

He asserted that after Kargil,
the Indian security forces had tak-
en adequate measures to ensure
the security of our bases. Anti-
militancy operations were being
conducted jointly with the BSF,
CRPF, ITBP and the State police.
He said 325 militants have been
killed in Kashmir during the cur-
rent year and 271 in Jammu.
“This year, we occupied multi-
layered anti- infiltration posture
well prior to the melting of snows
and consequently, infiltration has
come down,” he said adding '‘we
are also progressively using the
latest surveillance means to de-
feat infiltration.” The Indian Ar-
my had an unsurpassed human
rights record, he added.

Maj. Gen. Mukherjee, who is
likely to take over as the new
Commander of 15 corps in a few
weeks, said 9424 militants were
killed since 1990 and the number
of foreigners killed was 1990. Dur-
ing this period, 34232 weapons,
which can equip two army divi-
sions, were recovered.
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_Mndia cut off talks: Sattar

By Sridhar Knshnaswamp"w

WASHINGTON, JUNE 16. Pakistan
wishes that India would follow up
on the Lahore process, which
among other things, had called
for an intensification of efforts to
resolve all issues, including Kash-
mir, says the country’s Foreign
Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar,

At the National Press Club, Mr.
Sattar termed the Lahore meeting
of February 1999 as a good one
that was forward looking for both
India and Pakistan but it was In-
dia that decided to cut off that
dialogue with Pakistan. “It is In-
dia’s choice, not ours and we can
live with the situation. We will
wait for India to consider whether
stalling the dialogue will serve
their interests better,” Mr.Sattar
remarked.

On the issue of trust that had
gone away in the aftermath of
Kargil, Mr. Sattar said the history
of the region showed that there
was no trust between India and
Pakistan; as New Delhi had al-
ways sought to leverage the pow-
er disparity in South Asia for
imposing its own preferences —
something that Islamabad could
never accept.

Mr. Sattar was often interrupt-

ed by people W origin and

their supporters
mabad’s policy of
liban in their co
of demonstratory were outside
the National Press Club Building
as well, denouncing Pakistan’s Af-
ghan policy. Mr. Sattar disputed
the notion that the Taliban was
being led around by Pakistan
stressing that the Afghans were
too fiercely independent to allow
this.

To a question on the Pakistani
response to the National Missile
Defence system that is currently

testmg Isla-
acking the Ta-
try. A handful

India cannot be considered
out of Islamic worid,
says Wahid: Page 13

being proposed by the Unlted
States in the context of the per-
ceived responses of India and
China, Mr. Sattar insisted that Pa-
kistan’s desire was to stabilise the
overt nuclearisation of South Asia
and that the country was not for a
nuclear arms race. Mr. Sattar then
talked about a “plan” that India
appeared to have for an Anti Bal-
listic Missile capability which, in
his view, would destabilise the de-
terrence in South Asia, If the pre-
sent situation in the
sub-continent destabilised, Pakis-
tan would be obliged to upgrade

its defensive M(i?zrrent capability,

he said.

He alsoplayed dowmort in
sections of the media here that
Pakistan’s nuclear capability was
vastly superior to that of India,
quality and quantity-wise. Pakis-
tan’s programme and capability
were very limited in contrast to
India’s and Islamabad was not
competing with India.

Mr. Sattar also referred to Kash-
mir being the “core issue’’ and
made the point that Islamabad
was ready for any kind of a peace-
ful settlement for the resolution of
this problem.

Noting that there were different
means to sort out contentious is- |
sues, Mr. Sattar said that Pakistan
was prepared for any method of
settling disputes — negotiations,:
good offices, mediation and adju-
dication — including that for
Kashmir.

Mr. Sattar said that he shared
the American concern on terror-
ism as Pakistan itself had been the
target of terrorism. Maintaining
that Islamabad did not share
Washington’s perception that the
centre of gravity of terrorism had
shifted to South Asia, Mr. Sattar
noted that Pakistan’s influence
with the Taliban in Afghanistan
was very limited.

THE HINDU
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robe Kargil fiasco,
demands Pak media

/\
Mubashir Zaidi t- l ?
Islamabad, June 34
PAKISTAN'S

LEADING
newspapers in
their editorials
published today
strongly advocat-
ed the constitu-
tion of an inde-
pendent com-
mission to fix responsibility of the
Kargil debacle and hold a thor-
ough probe into the allegations
levelled by ousted Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif that he was kept in
the dark about the Kargil opera-
tion by the military leadership.

Daily Dawn wrote in its editorial:
“Coming one year after the Kargil
operation when he himself was
Prime Minister, Mr Nawaz Sharif's
statement in Attock on Monday
must cause consternation at home
and arouse interest abroad. The
points he has raised are important,
for they have a bearing on a crucial
politico-military issue that brought
Pakistan and India to the brink of a
full-fledged war."

The paper went on saying: "The
statement acquits the Naval and
Air Chiefs of any culpability by
accusing the Army of keeping the
other two services in the dark. Not

only lgna :/tée statement seems

. well-craffed to zero in on the per-

son of Gen. Pervez Musharraf.”

The paper wrote in its editorial
that while one must await history's
judgement, "We could not agree
more with the former PM when he
says that a commission be set up to
investigate the Kargil episode to
let the nation know the facts that
even after one year remain con-
fined to the realm of secrecy. This
nation has the right to know whose
brainchild the Kargil operation
was, who were the military and
political personalities involved or
not involved in the operation, and
who should be held responsible at
the bar of history for starting a mil-
itary operation that ended without
any tactical, strategic-or diplomatic
advantage to Pakistan.”

Meanwhile daily Nation analysed
Mr Sharif's allegations and stated
the present regime should set up a
high-level commission with a man-
date to analyse comprehensively
the operation to know the truth,
including the validity of allegations
of Mr Sharif. "In the backdrop of a
nuclearised sub-continent, under-
taking this venture without the
knowledge of the PM, as he has
maintained, is something that can-
not be simply swept under the car-
pet," the paper said.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMEY
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HT Correspqndent

New Delhi, Jdne 14
1

G

gV~

INDIA CLAIMS it stands vindi-
cated by Pakistan's former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif's recent
statement that the Kargil opera-
tion had been planned by the
Pakistani Army and that regular
troops, not the so-called mujahed-
din, had been sent across the Line
of Control.

On Tuesday, the deposed Prime
Minister, now serving a life sen-
tence, had made the dramatic rev-
elation that General Parvez
Musharraf had planned the Kargil
operation and kept him in the
dark.

An External Affairs Ministry
spokesman said today that the
"more worrisome aspect” is the
deceptions by the present regime
on the people of Pakistan. The
regime had denied casualties suf-
fered by the Pakistani Army in the
Kargil theatre and refused to
bestow the soldiers with any hon-
ours. Musharraf regime, by l}:crpet-
uating the myth about mujaheddin,
had watered down the role of the
Northern Light Infantry, which by
Mr Sharif's admission, had been all
but wiped out in the Kargil war,

Meanwhile, India  blamed
Pakistan of derailing the compos-

M4
stand, says

Sharif hasVitdicated:

India

ite dialogue process that covered
security issues and was well on its
way to institutionalising a regular
framework of discussions by the
two countries. :

Responding to the "offer" made
by Islamabad yesterday for a
"nuclear and  conventional
weapons restraint regime", the
spokesman commented it was up
to Pakistan to create the proper
environment for the process of dia-
logue to resume. This could be
done by stopping the sponsorship
of cross border terrorism and
indulging in "hostile propaganda”,
he said.

"There is nothing new in the
Pakistani proposal which is essen-
tially propagandist,” R S Jassal, the
Joint Secretary, External Publicity
at MEA, said today. He pointed
out that the composite dialogue
process, which had got off the
ground in October-November
1998, had been further cemented
by the memorandum of under-
standing signed in February 1599
when the Indian Prime Minister
went to Lahore. After that India
and Pakistan had agreed to a
roadmap for negotiations, but the
Kargil misadventure carried out by
Pakistan and its continuous hostili-
ty had effectively derailed that
process.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMEX
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NUCLEAR RESTRAINT REGIME

ndia terms Pakistan

By Our Spec1al Correspondent

tional w&apons and maintained that it would enter
into a dialogue only after Islamabad created a
“proper environment” for talks. Q :r\. _

To a question, the spokesman of the Exterhal Af-
fairs Ministry described the offer as “essentially

propagandist”’. “There is nothing new in the pro-
posal,” he said, pointing out that it was part of the
“eight paragraphs’ included in the memorandum of
understanding signed between the Foreign Secretar-
ies of the two countries in October 1998. It was
thereafter incorporated in the Lahore declaration
and signed by the Prime Ministers in February 1999.

The Lahore declaration contained the essential
elements for promoting peace and stability and ad-
dressed the need for a dialogue on the nuclear and
conventional fields, he observed.

The latest offer coincides with the resumption of
Pakistan’s non-proliferation dialogue with the Unit-
ed States. Analysts here pointed out that the offer
might have been made to find favour with Washing-
ton, which has publicly stated its intent to see a
de-escalation of military tensions in the subconti-
nent. According to the spokesman, Pakistan “de-
railed the road map”, which would have ushered
peace and stability in the subcontinent, by under-
taking the “‘Kargil misadventure”. It was, therefore,
Pakistan's responsibility to create a proper environ-
ment for talks, based on the cessation of cross-bor-
der terrorism and termination of hostile propaganda
against India.

Indicating that New Delhi was unlikely to be
bound by a purely bilateral restraint regime, he
pointed out that “India’s security concerns extend-

offer ‘propagandist’

ed well beyond South Asia and were not country-
specific”. “It would not be appropriate to look at the
issues of restraint and transparency in the narrow
framework of India and Pakistan,” he observed.
India’s nuclear policy, he maintained, was based
on a no-first use principle and a moratorium on

.. —testing. India also sought to avoid a nuclear arms

race by adhering to a credible minimum deterrent.

The spokesman reacted sharply to the recent
statement of the deposed Pakistani Prime Minister,
Mr. Nawaz Sharif, on Kargil. Mr. Sharif’s observa-
tions, he said, only reconfirmed that the “misadven-
ture” across the Line of Control had been planned
by the Pakistani Army.

Taking exception to the Pakistan regime’s asser-
tion of holding the Mujahideen responsible for the
Kargil intrusion, he pointed out that Islamabad was
deceiving both its armed forces and the people. Pa-
kistan had also not disclosed the casualties suffered
by it. By doing so, the regime was denying them the
elementary right of “trust and honour” due to mil-
itary forces all over the world.

New chief for U.N
observer mission

UNITED NATIONS, JUNE 14. Major General Manuel Saa-
vedra of Uruguay has been appointed chief military
observer of the U.N. mission monitoring the Line of
Control in Kashmir, the U.N. Secretary-General, Mr.
Kofi Annan, announced.

Maj. Gen. Saavedra, who has served in the Uru-
guayan armed forces since 1961, currently heads the
Military Institute of Branches and Specialities.

The U.N. military observer group in India and Pa-
kistan was deployed in January 1999 to supervise a
ceasefire between India and Pakistan in Kashmir. It
currently has 49 members. — AP /
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WO By Amit Baruah \>

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 14. The Pakistani Chief Kxecutive,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, has said that Mt Nawaz
Sharif and Mr. A.B. Vajpayee were close because the
former Pakistani Prime Minister had put the Kash-
mir issue on the backburner. In brief remarks pub-
lished today, the General told the Gulf News that
chances of a full-scale war between India and Pakis-
tan were very remote “because of the strong deter-
rent capability Pakistan possesses in conventional
and non-conventional arms”.

According to the Chief Executive, Pakistan and
India should be responsible enough to understand
the ground situation. He hoped that the “other par-
ty”" (meaning India) would not take any irresponsib-
le step.

When asked why the Indian Prime Minister was so
friendly with Mr. Sharif, the General replied: “Nawaz
Sharif compromised on national interest. I don’t.
Nawaz Sharif put the Kashmir issue on the back-
burner and that is what brought him closer to Vaj-
payee.”

To a question if Mr. Vajpayee owed his re-election
to the Kargil issue, he said this could be “partially
true, thanks to the media manipulation which con-
verted a failure and a fiasco into success and tri-
umph”.

Clearly, Gen. Musharraf, widely regarded as the
man behind Kargil, still believes that it was a brilliant
operation and an Indian “failure and fiasco” were
converted into “success and triumph” only by

media manipulation. However, thinking Pakistanis
and the rest of the world are aware of diplomatic and

Sharif Musharraf

political disaster that Kargil brought in its wake.

“Their (Indian) losses and damages were huge... it
is a massive military cover-up,” the General said
about Kargil.

The Chief Executive’s remarks came at a time
when the former Prime Minister, Mr. Nawaz Sharif,
has claimed that Kargil was an ill-planned and ill-
conceived operation. in which more Pakistani lives
were lost than in the 1965 full-scale war with India
Mr. Sharif also said he was in the dark about the
operation.

India ‘avoiding talks’
Accusing India of “‘double insincerity”, the Gener-
al maintained that India neither wanted to initiate a

dialogue nor resolve the Kashmir issue, claiming
that Kashmir was an integral part of India. /

THE HINGU
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Sharif

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 14

ousted Pakistani Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif’s recent
statements on Kargil reaf-
firmed what has been known all
along that the Pakistan army had

I’ planned this misadventure.

In Karachi, Sharif had vowed
to expose the Kargil debacle and
name those responsible for the
bloody border conflict if he was al-
lowed to testify before a military
COMmMission.

Responding to questions, a for-
eign office spokesman said it was
known all along that Pakistan’s
regular troops and not so-called
Mujahideen that had been sent
across the Line of Control in the

‘\ NDIA on Wednesday said

o _
remark confir

P

army p

Kargil sector last year.

“The second, and more worri-
some aspect is that of deceptions.
more particularly and tellingly,
against the Armed Forces and the
people of Pakistan themselves by
the present regime attempting to
perpetuate the untenable myth of
so-called Mujahideen, of not dis-
closing the actual casualties suf-
fered by Pakistan’s military units
themselves, thus denying them the
elementary right of trust and hon-
our which is due of all military
forces anywhere in the world,” he
said.

Meanwhile in Dubai, Pak-
istan’s military ruler Gen Pervez
Musharraf has accused India of
not being sincere in resuming bilat-
eral dialogue and showing no
keenness to resolve the Kashmir

" ari;remark coqf;lrws/

1o President Bill Clinton’s recen /7

st uth Asia, Gen Mus
Vs;sxlctl ‘t‘(:hsec\’/isithasnot a_chieved _much
in lessening the tension but it cer-
tainly brought Kashmir into sharp
focus and hightighted the dire rcxic?-
cessity for adialogue between India
and Pakistan.” Referring to Saudi

issident OsmabinLaden, the most

B INDIA on Wednesday brushed
aside the Pakistani military

regime’s offer to discuss with New
Dethi a strategic restraint regime in
both nuclear and conventiona

fields on a reciprocal basis. saying -
it was nothing new and essentially
‘propagandist' as it comes ahead of
the resumption of the non-prolifera-
tion dialogue between Pakistan and !

the US commencing tomorrow, i

PR

| DR

issue but said he did rioi toreses o
full-scale war between e 100 i
tions despite tension along
LoC.

“They (India) don'twani to iy
tiate a dialogue....they tre e o
to resolve the Kaek- .
Kargl‘l: India
rroristintheWoyid he said
‘wet\f,gltﬁd certainty liket assistthe
US in resolving the issug but W
car'tbeheld responsible forghis tas
(handingoverlﬁden toUS N

«The US needs to engage ;ﬁﬁ
Taliban directly andwe certainly
be willing to assist Axem,
Musharrafsaid.

-

b
e

“NiZAN EXPRE®a

{5 Jun T

1s Pak

lanned Kargii: india

B Musharraf accuses India of not initiating peace iz

e on Kashmir

i Masharral told Gulf News in
COIUTCTIVICW,
it ~ud he did not foresee a
sciie war between the two
atries despite the continuous
aonon the LoC.
“Th. chances of war are very
sote because of the strong de-
~ient capability Pakistan pos-
Ssas both i conventional and
con-comentional  arms,” Gen
Moshanufsaid.
However. he said India and
fiddstan both of which became nu-
fear powers two vears ago ought
--be responsible enough to under-
~tated the situation on the ground.
He said Pakistan remained a
responsible nuclear  state and
toped India would not take any
arosponsible™ action. Referring
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



~ ON THE EVE OF TALKS WITH U.S. \/

Pak proposes nuclear
restraint regime

By Amit Baruah % QC‘NV

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 13. For the first time since the mil-
itary took over in Pakistan, the Musharraf Govern-
ment today offered India a strategic restraint regime
in both the nuclear and conventional fields on a
“reciprocal basis”.

In a statement ahead of the resumption of the
non- proliferation dialogue between Pakistan and
the United States from June 15, an official statement
said, ‘‘Pakistan has proposed to India a strategic re-
straint regime for avoidance of an arms race, nuclear
and conventional, and confidence-building in the
region. We are willing to consider any restraint ar-
rangement on a reciprocal basis with India.”

The offer was first made by Pakistan during the
October 15-18, 1998 Foreign Secretary -level talks
held here under the “two plus six” dialogue struc-
ture agreed to in June 1997.

Today’s offer has been made by the military re-
gime while the earlier proposal came from the civil-
ian Nawaz Sharif Government. India and Pakistan
discussed nuclear risk reduction measures in Octo-
ber 1998 and the issue came up for discussion in the
Lahore round as well.

A memorandum of understanding signed by the
Foreign Secretaries in Lahore on February 20, 1999
reads: “The two sides shall engage in bilateral con-
sultations on security concepts and nuclear doc-
trines, with a view to developing measures for
confidence-building in the nuclear and convention-
al fields, aimed at avoidance of conflict.” In fact,
experts from the two countries were to meet after
the Lahore round to discuss these issues when Pakis-
tan embarked on Kargil and upset the process of
bilateral engagement.

In today’s statement, two days before the Foreign

Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, meets the U.S Deputy
Secretary of State, Mr. Strobe Talbott, in Washing-
ton, Pakistan stated it was committed to a ‘‘policy of
responsibility and restraint”’ on nuclear issues. “The
Government welcomes the resumption of dialogue
with the U.S. because it represents an important
effort at preventing a nuclear arms race and arms
build-up in South Asia, where the security climate
continues to remain tense on account of the unre-
solved Jammu and Kashmir dispute,” it said.

The ninth round of dialogue between the U.S. and
Pakistan, like the earlier ones, will focus on Amer-
ican concerns relating to nuclear export controls, the
CTBT, a moratorium on production of fissile materi-
al pending negotiations on the FMCT, a halt to mis-
sile development and Islamabad agreeing to CBMs
with New Delhi to reduce nuclear dangers.

This will be the first formal engagement between
the U.S. and Pakistan on these issues after the Octo-
ber 12, 1999 military coup. There is little doubt that
the “restraint” proposal has been made in a calcu-
lated fashion before Mr. Sattar’s talks with Mr. Tal-
bott. However, the military Government has now
re-committed itself publicly to such measures.

One of the problems that cropped up in October
1998 was that Pakistan insisted on linking its “‘strate-
gic restraint regime” to Kashmir, which was unac-
ceptable to India. Hopefully, Pakistan may have
realised by now that projecting Kashmir as a ‘‘nucle-
ar flashpoint” has boomeranged. Western countries
100 have not been impressed with this linkage.

Nuclear and conventional risk-reduction propos-
als will have that much more meaning if they are
accompanied by a fundamental commitment to the
bilateral dialogue structure as agreed to by the For-
eign Secretaries in June 1997 and the two Prime Min-
isters in February 1999. /N
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. Pak. writer

eks asylu

NEW DELH, JUNE 7. Mr}.{ Rﬁ b Hus- }his request. “But sy far; I have
sain, a Pakistani writer, who was |not received any reply and my
harassed by the military regime (90-day visa will end on June 15.”
for publishing the poems written The 38-year-old writer said
by the Prime Minister, Mr A.B. several Indian writers had also
Vajpayee, has applied for politi- written a “request letter to Mr
cal asylum in India. Vajpayee and the Home Minister,
“I have approached the Minis- Mr L.K. Advani, for a favourable
try of External Affairs and the response to my plea for political
Ministry of Home for granting asylum...”
me political asylum in India as The miseries for him started
the situation in Pakistan, govern-  after Mr, Jameel Akhther, an In-
ed by General Pervez Musharraf, dian Urdu poet, who translated
was worse than ever before,” Mr.  Mr. Vajpayee’s poems, sent a
Hussain, who observed a quiet copy with a request for publish-
birthday today, told PTi. ing it in Pakistan. Mr Hussain
He said he had been assured said he had received only one let-
by the External Affairs Minister, ter from his family three days ago
Mr Jaswant Singh, that the coun-  since he left the country on the
try would favourably respond to  eve of Id on March 15. — PTI/
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/’Harassed’ P

HT Correspondent 0?3\) GN
New Delhi, June 7

WITHIN THE next seven days,
Aftab Husain will have to decide
whether to risk the interrogation
chambers of Pakistan's Inter
Service Intelligence (ISI), run to
Iran only to be deported back, or
stay in India as an illegal immi-
grant.

A Professor of Literature in a
college in Lahore, he was forced to
flee Pakistan on March 16 when
the ISI raided and ransacked his
house and declared him an "anti-
national”,

"I left my family behind and have
not been able to contact them
since" said Mr Husain. His Indian
visa expires on the June 17, but his
application for political asylum in
India is still "under consideration" -

thh the government.

"It all started afte
the coup in Pakistan,
he recounted. The mil-
itary government
apparently wanted him
to give a statement
against the deposed
Prime Minister, Nawaz
Sharif.

"l was involved in
having a book of
poems of the Indian
Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, pub-

lished in Pakistan during the
'‘Lahore Declaration’ last
February.

The ISI wanted me say that I
helped in the publishing the book
at the behest of Sharif that he was
involved with Indian intelligence
agencies,” said Husain who was

interrogated several
times by the ISI. "On
every occasion, I was
asked to do the same
thing" he recounted. "
In the beginning they
were mild and tried to
g4 convince me but the
intensity grew with
every passing day.
After raiding my
house my relatives
were told that I am an
anti-national and
would be arrested
wherever spotted”

Everyone in Pakistan, according
to Husain, knows that ISI is fund-
ing militants all over the globe.
"But where and how do you put an
end to it. It (the ISI) is a state
within the state with powers to just
about everything," he said.

k poet seeks afvium

Militants organisations -
ed , the youth indoctrinated into a
hate campaign - against all and
sundry and arms supplied to mili-
tants openly, Husain added. On
one hand the government is putting
the Shia community against the
Sunnis on other it is sending
trained militants across the border
to fight in Chechenya, Kosvo,
China, India and Afghanistan.
And, in the scheme of things if you
are perceived to be a threat to their
plans you will be picked up only to
vanish , he pointed out.

‘I am a devout Muslim and a
patriotic Pakistani but if the coun-
try is run this way it will split again”
said a grim Husain, adding that it is
a matter of time "when the people
trained by government would turn
against the state and use the same
guns to split Pakistan".

(HE HINDUSTAN TIMEX
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Béciprocate India’s desire

HT Correspondent
Srinagar, June 7

Pakistan to "reciprocate IndiaX desire for frieud-

ship." Addressing a gathering on the occasion of
the inauguration of a three-day national "Sindhu
Festival” on Wednesday, he said India could wait for
the response to emerge.

"Let the gushing Sindhu flow friend-
ship to Pakistan,” the Prime Minister B
said, adding "India need not always
reiterate its yearning for friendship
with Pakistan as we want friendship
from the core of our hearts.”

Wishing to see Sindhu as the river of
friendship between the two countries,
Mr vajpayee hoped its currents would
carry the message of peace, brother-
hood, cooperation and tranquility to
the regions it flowed through.

Sindhu, Mr Vajpayee said, symbol-
ised the great Indian civilisation and its
rediscovery would strengthen the emo-
tional bonds in the country.

The subject of Indo-Pak friendship was broached up
by the State Chief Minister, Mr Farooq Abdullah, in
his speech, who wanted Pakistan to understand the
language of friendship.

Advising Pakistan to give up its aggressive designs on
Kashmir, he stressed tﬁat‘these would never succeed.
Mr Abdullah urged Pakistan to live like a friendly
neighbour. In his poetic style, the Prime Minister said
Sindhu was a "symbol of friendship between the two
count:fes. Its currents carry the message of friend-

PRIME MINISTER A B Va)payee today asked

for frieyﬂship
s,

, PM to Pak

ship."

Driving home the point that India's desire for peace
and friendship with Pakistan was sincere and, there-
fore, was not necessary to repeat on every occasion,
Mr Vajpayee said, "We are willing to wait for the offer
of friendship."

Much significance is being attached to the message
for peace and friendship to Pakistan from Ladakh
because Kargil, which was the theatre of Pakistani
intrusion last year, is one of the dis-
tricts comprising this region.

Significantly, Pakistan's military ruler
Pervez Musharraf has also made an
offer to hold talks with Mr Vajpayee,
anywhere and anytime.

The Prime Minister had to leave
early because of a sudden indisposi-
tion, leading to the cancellation of
some of his engagements.

Union Home Minister L K Advani
also stressed that the river Sindhu was
a symbol of friendship as it flowed
from India to Pakistan.

Sindhu, the great trans-Himalayan
river, is among the longest rivers in the
world with an astonishing length of 2,900 kms.

Rising in the Southwestern Tibet, at an altitude of
16,000 feet, the river enters the Indian territory near
Leh and has a total drainage area of about 4,50,000
square miles of which 1,75,000 square mile is in the
Himalayan mountains and foothills.

Flowing 11 miles beyond Leh, Sindhu is joined on
the left by its first tributary, the Zanaskar. The
Zanaskar valley is mountaineering enthusiasts’
delight.
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_ TRACK TWO-II

ko

| HE term track i
i macy was coined\in 1981

by Joseph V Monbyille, a
former diplomat. The cincept
was expanded in an artidle in
the journal Foreign Pojicy
(Winter 1981) which he wrote
jointly with William D
Davidson, a psychologist. Its
title suggests the theme:
“Foreign Policy According to
Freud” — how to instil mutual
confidence in an

By AG NOORANI

way out of the impasse, howev-
er imperfectly.

Interaction between the two
tracks is at the heart of the
problem. If the state has no use
for such efforts, they must be
directed at public opinion. It
would be a sheer betrayal were
track two to shape its recipes
to suit the tastes of the con-

L. Need To Dispel Fears

raiding the minds of MPs, aca-
demics, journalists” and think-
tanks. The advice which a poli-
cy planner, Pauline Neville-
Jones, gave her colleagues
should be taken to heart by
practitioners do TTD — “Think
the unthinkable by all means
but do not stray into the realm
of the politically daft.”

TTD can be practised domes-
tically, also. The Nagaland
Peace Mission, com-

atmosphere of deep
distrust. Profes-
sional diplomats
think of the worst
case scenario as,
indeed, they ought
to, though not obses-
sively. Track two
tries to build on the
slender foundations
of hope. It succeeds
only if it combines
grit with creativity
fails if it becomes
detached from rea-
lity.

In the authors’
view: “Track two
diplomacy is unoffi-
cial, non-structured
interaction. It is
always open-mind-
ed, often altruistic,

NoN-STRUCTURED
INTERACTION... ,

—DEBABRATA .

prising Jayaprakash
Narayan, Michael
Scott and BP Cha-
liha formulated pro-
posals, on 20 Dec-
ember 1964, which
came within inches
of success. They
deftly resolved the
dilemma of self-
determination vs
Indian statehood.
Nagas “could, on
their own volition,
decide to be partici-
pants in the Union
of India which in
turn, would consider
how the structure
should be “recast so
as to satisfy the
political aspiration”
of the Nagas. Trust

and ... strategically
optimistic based on best case
analysis. Its underlying
assumption is that actual or
potential conflict can be
resolved or eased by appealing
to common human capabilities
to respond to good will and rea-
sonableness. Scientific and cul-
tural exchanges are examples
of track two diplomacy.”

PERCEPTIONS

Experience has amplified
these broad outlines. They
recognised the “interaction and
interdependence” between the
official and unofficial tracks.

i TTD must have two aims.

Immediately, to promote dia-
logue and devise CBMS; but, in
the long term it must doggedly
go to the roots of the conflict.
TTD must not forget that while
it educates public opinion, the
government is its consumer, no
less. A conflict is the product of
a clash of interest dnd rival
perceptions of motives and
goals which: aggravate the
clash. TTD should not stop at
“creating an atmosphere”. It
must devise compromises, real-
istic and practicable, which
“the consumer” can buy and, in
turn, sell to its people.
Crusaders have an honoured
role in democratic society.
Their usefulness in TTD is
doubtful. So is that of men who
draw sustenance from the
establishment. TTD is not a
forum for propaganda.

It demands as much discre-
tion as official diplomacy with
one vital difference — there is
a conscious effort to reach out
to the other side; to understand
its fears and aims in order to

evolve formulae which show a

sumer. On the other hand,
TTD would be sterile if it did
not address the concerns of the
state and formulate solutions
which try to meet them. It
must be realistic as well as cre-
ative; focussed and persistent.
It must go well beyond
“improving the atmosphere”.

Governments have tended to
be hostile to ventures which
they did not bless or, as in
cases, foster. On 23 February
1995, Pakistan’s Foreign Office
dubbed an Indo-Pak meet as
“somewhat inappropriate and
questionable” because of “the
timing and size of the meet-
ing”. Similar paranoia prompt-
ed New Delhi to abort a meet-
ing of Kashmiris on both sides
at Rawlakot in 1992.

RAIDING MIND

TTD reflects the quality and
integrity of intellectual endeav-
ours in the field of foreign poli-
¢y. A government which is
unready to learn, or unwilling
or too weak to contemplate
change or whose leaders and
“professionals” imagine they
have all the answers scorn
“academic” exercises; unless
they are able to control them.
TTD is then left with three
options — trim; bow out; or,
meet the challenge with efforts
of quality that make the scorn
contemptible in public esteem.

A proper planning outfit in
any foreign office, run properly,
draws on independent exercis-
es. As Peter Hennessy wrote in
an excellent article on the
British Foreign Office in The
Times (31 October 1983), “part
of the planning staff’s job 1s to
inject heterodoxy into the FO,

was established.
Inter-Naga differences wrecked
the process.

It will not be wrong to suggest
that fear and distrust on both
sides lie at the root of India’s
differences with some of its
neighbours. India would not
admit that a boundary “dis-
pute” existed lest China
reopened the entire boundary
for debate. China regarded this
as unrealistic and intransigent.

STRIKING BALANCE

India, likewise, rejects the D-
word on Kashmir for fear that
acknowledgment of a political
dispute dilutes its undeniable
legal title to the state as a
member of the Union of India.
It likewise fears that revision
of the 1950 Treaty with Nepal
and the 1987 letters with Sri

|

Lanka will open the doors to

external influences. In each
case, to be sure, there are dif-
ferences on substantial issues.
Fears on both sides congeal the
impasse. %

TTD can help to dispel the
fears and, proceed to evolve
solutions which meet the con-
cerns of both sides to the dis-
pute. That implies, of course,
that there are in South Asia
persons of independence and
creativity who will strike the
right balance not only in their
tasks but in their relationships

with their respective govern- i

ments and public opinion, per-
sons who are not slaves to con-
ventional wisdom. In the final
analysis, the worth and vigour
of two-track diplomacy can be
no greater than the quality and
integrity of public discourse on
foreign policy in the region.

(Concluded)
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diplomacy (TTD) is more
needéd than in South Asia;
more talked about and sought
after, yet least understood. It
has little to show by way of
results for all the activities.
When Syed Mir Qasim flam-
boyantly declared on*2 May
that his was not TTD but
“Track One Diplomacy”, he was

“TRACK TWO-I
Diplomacy’s Handmaid Or Rival?\

HERE is no place in the
\ world where track-two

By AG NOORANI

RAW should be authorised to
make direct contacts with
Jayawardene without involving
the Ministry of External
Affairs or the Ministry of Def-
ence” to persuade him to im-
prove on his offer to the
Tamils.

The then high commissioner
JN Dixit’s memoirs contain sig-

unwittingly right.
One whose inter-
cession is sought |-
by Kashmir’s chief
minister, Farooq
Abdullah, and the
defence minister,
George Fernandes,
performs the same
role ‘as. private
individuals, nomi-
nated as emis-
saries by the state,
have done for cen-
turies.

~ This is not TTD.
But neither is the
back channel; nor
the secret channel;
still less the unof-
ficial mediator or
go between whe-
ther state-spon-
sored or not. The
back; channel is
one used by a leader behind the
back of colleagues and officials
whom he does not trust.
Neville Chamberlain used
Horace Wilson becanec the

~ Foreign O#fise-could not be

trusted o carry out his policy

L ~appeasement of Hitler.

' The author is a lawyer and .

ABUSE _
At the Soviet ambassador
Anatoly Dobrynin’s very. first
meeting with Nixon; on 17
February 1969, “the President
went.on to establish a confiden-
tial channel through Henry
Kissinger, his National Secu-
rity Adviser... (in order) to be
able to exchange views urgent-
ly and privately with the Soviet
leadership,” behind the back of

| secretary of state, William

Rogers. His more spirited suc-
cessor, George Shultz, exploded
when he learnt of similar
doings by Reagan through his
NSA, vVgilliam"- Clark, and
offered to resign, *

The grossest'abuse of the
back channel, and a debase-
ment of the diplomatic process,
was perpetrated by Rajiv
Gandhi. He used RAW, an
intelligence outfit, as a tool of
diplomacy, and as a rival to the
MEA. That perversion explains
the mess in India’s Sti Lanka
policy which he bequeathed to
the nation. The ambitious
RAW chief, AN Verma, “start-
ed advising Rajiv Gandhi that
he should follow a three-track
policy ... The military opera-
tions should be continued to
keep the LTTE generally under
pressure; secondly, RAW
should be allowed to keep in
touch the LTTE with the pur-
pose of persuading it te move
‘back from military confronta-
tion against India; thirdly, that

commentator on current

affairs.
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. direct intervention of citizens

in foreign affairs. It still adorns
the US statute book. In the six-
ties, Norman Cousins, editor of
Saturday Review, initiated the
Dartmouth conferences at
which influential Americans
and Soviets met for off-the-
record discussions. Cousins
also went on unofficial mis-
sions between Kennedy and
Khruschev. These conferences
“set the stage” for
accord on the lim-
ited Test Ban
Treaty (1963), ins-
tallation of the
“Hot Line”, expan-
sion of trade, and
for direct flights
between the two
countries.

Before long, TTD
began to show-re-
sults, particularly
in the last years of
the Cold War.
Based on its
exchanges with
Americans, the
Institute of USA
and Canada of the
Soviet Academy of
Scierices inspired
Brezhnev’s appeal
to Reagan in

nificant under-statements. The
contradictions in this policy
“resulted in operational limita-
tions on the IPKF”, while its

men were-being-kitted by the:

LTTE. Verma met President
Jayawardene on 28 April and
19 June 1988. The LTTE was
spared to fight another day.

The batk channel undermines

institutions; not so the secret
channel, unless it is mishan-

" dled. Mohammed Heikal’s book

Secret Channels describes their
‘working no sooner than Israel
was born. RK Mishra and Niaz
A Naik were duly appointed by
their respective PMs to conduct
confidential talks after their
Lahore summit. This was not
TTD, either, nor were the pri-
vate ventures of men like
Averell Hariman, trusted alike
by the Kremlin and the White
House.

RESULTS

Resolution of the Cuban mis-

"sile crisis was significantly

facilitated by a talk between
the ABC News reporter John
Scali and Alexander Fomin, a
KGB man under cover as a
journalist, on 26 October 1972.

'Fomin suggested a deal based

on withdrawal of Soviet mis-
siles in return for a US guaran-
tee not to invade Cuba.
Kennedy was informed of it in
the nick of time to shape his
letter to Khruschev in a concil-
iatory vein. It clicked.

TTD, in contrast, is a citizen’s
initiative, heir to the citizens’
diplomacy practised by the
Quakers. In 1798, a Philadel-
phia Quaker, George Logan,
went to Europe in a valiant
effort to prevent war between
the US and France. His hosts
responded well; his country-
men censured him for his
“usurpation of executive autho-

.rity”. Congress passed the
Logan Act criminalising any

February 1981 to
begin dialogues at many levels.
The Oslo accords, the most out-
standing success of TTD, were
the result of a TTD process
that began at a lunch in a
Tel Aviv restaurant in June
1992.

NO RIVAL

Two academics, one Israeli

and the other Norwegian, dis- :

cussed Gaza. The Israeli was
Yossi Beilin, founder of the
Economic Cooperation Founda-

tion and a Labour politician |

close to Shimon Peres. The

Norwegian was Terje Larsen,
founder of the Norwegian
Institute for Applied Science.

. Larsen arranged for Beilin to-

meet Faisal Husseini, a highly
respected Palestinian leader.
Both, Beilin and Larsen had
done considerable homework
already. Eventually, the Nor-

" wegian government agreed to

help, not as a mediator, but “as
a facilitator of secret talks”.
TTD is thus neither handmaid-

en of, nor a rival to, official

diplomacy. It is a companion;
understanding but indepen-
dent.

Early success inspired expan-
sion. There exists an Institute
of Multi-Track Diplomacy in

Washington, DC which pre-

scribes seven other tracks —
business, education, religion,
media philanthropy, “activ-
ism”, and private citizens. Its
founders are Louise Diamonds
and John W McDonald. In this

. context one must acknowledge

that the Pakistan-India Peo-
ple’s Forum for Peace and
Democracy, which held a high-
ly successful conference in
Bangalore last April, has ren-
dered high service in promot-
ing such exchanges. Indians
and Pakistanis agreed on a set
of recipes for peace.

- . ( Z.‘o.be concluded)
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/?a/kistan must
end hostilities
before talks can

resume: z@
Ja New Dethi .\ \

\ 31 MAY WEo

INDIA,\ ON

Wednesday,
asserted that

Pakistan could
o be  resumed
- 8 only after
Jaswant Singh [siamabad
ended its ‘compulsive hostility”
towards New Delhi and created a
suitable atmosphere by stopping
cross-border terrorism and
abandoning jehad (holy war) as
an instrument of foreign policy.

“If Pakistan creates the
proper environment, India, as
the initiator of the dialogue, will
not be found wanting,” external
affairs minister Jaswant Singh
said, while participating in a
question-answer session on
CNN.

Mr Singh’s remarks fol-
lowed a similar session with
Pakistan’s  military  ruler
General Pervez Musharraf, who
reiterated his offer to resume
the stalled dialogue process “as
soon as possible” and said he
was willing to “travel anywhere
and at any time” to meet the
Indian leadership to reduce ten-
sions.

Without mincing words, Mr
Singh told a CNN questioner
that Jammu & Kashmir was not
* a “territorial dispute” and that
India had never balked at hav-
ing talks with Islamabad. But “it
is not a question of indulging in
public relations,” he added in an
apparent dig at General
Musharraf’s repeated offers.

He said Pakistan must reaf-
firm its commitment to the
1972 Simla Agreement and the
1999 Lahore Declaration,
which remain the basis for
bilateral talks. -, —PTT

The Econoiti

talks with
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N MAY 10 this year, the BJP de-
clared itself firmly opposed to
any partition of Jammu and
Kashmir as the price of some
resolution of the ‘Kashmir question’,
whether within Kashmir by way of some
compromise with the Hurriyat or external-
ly, by a compromise with Pakistan. Both
kinds of resolution are so remote that
speculation about them might seem pre-
mature if not unnecessary. But the BJP’s
position contrasts significantly with two
developments which have given the Line
of Control a status which it had lackegd be-
fore the Kargil war. \-‘ g‘

The first development is thele atic
advice by many countries to both\ India
and Pakistan to respect the Line or jot to
commit any transgressions across it) The
second is changes in opinion within\ the
State, most notably reflected in a redent
statement by the Chief Minister, Dr. Fa-
rooq Abdullah, that India and Pakistan
should accept the LoC as an international
border. Neither development by itself is
any reason why the BJP should not take the
position it has, and many people within
the State and in the rest of India would
agree with it. But both developments-have
added more weight to the pedigree of tire
Line, which goes back to the very early
days of the conflict over Kashmir between
India and Pakistan, and back to the origins
of one of the many controversies which
surround the ‘question’.

For example, over the sub-question why
did India take the matter to the United
Nations in the first place? To that a further
twist has been added by the former For-
eign Secretary, Mr. T. N. Kaul. In his re-
cently- published book. ‘A Diplomat’s
Diary’, he narrates that when he was In-
dia’s acting High Commissioner in Lon-

don, the British Foreign Secretary, Lord’

Home, asked him that, and he replied “‘we
did it under your representative’s (Lord
Mountbatten’s) advice.” The answer belit-
tles both the question ad Nehru. As Mr.
Kaul must have known, Nehru was under
no obligation to accept that advice, and his
reasons for taking that step, whether good
or bad, were his own, complex and charac-
teristic of his mixture of idealism and im-
patience with detail. But that is a different
story and belongs to history.

More relevant today is the sub-question
why did India accept the ceasefire line
when it was well poised militarily to push

S the\border

By Pran Chopra

Two recent developments have added more weight to
the pedigree of the Line of Control, which goes back
to the very early days of the conflict over Kashmir
between India and Pakistan.

much further to the west and could have
bought the time for doing so through the
usual argumentation and bargaining
which goes with such matters? After all,
through the same methods Pakistan
stalled the plebiscite proposed by the U.N.
for over five years until it found the sit-
uation in the region made favourable for it
by the cold war and in the State by India’s
mishandling of relations with Sheikh Ab-
dullah. This sub-question has never re-
ceived an answer which could be called
both authoritative and credible. But a the-
ory which still holds the field and is more
relevant to the present circumstances is
that once the Kashmiri part of Kashmir
had been cleared of Pakistani forces,
Sheikh Abdullah lost interest in seeing In-
dia’s frontier in the State being pushed fur-
ther to the west, and given Nehru’s dislike
of warfare in any case and his respect for
Abdullah’s views in matters relating to
Kashmir, the military’s preference for a
more strategic ceasefire line lost ground.

Against this background it is possible
though not provable that Nehru was not
entirely averse to the idea of converting a
adjusted ceasefire line into the interna-
tional frontier in the State. A view in favour
of this possibility was expressed in 1994 by
the former U.S. Ambassador, Mr. Dennis
Kux, in his book, “Estranged Democra-
cies”. On the basis of U.S. documents and
papers, he reports that Nehru said to
Dulles that he “envisaged a Kashmir set-
tlement on the basis of the ceasefire line
established in 1949 with some minor ad-
justments — a posture he would support
to his death in 1964.”

A further link in the lineage of the Line
and the possibility of its conversion into a
border has been traced, both in Pakistan
and.India, to 1971 by Mr. P. N. Dhar in his
just-published book, “Indira Gandhi, the
Emergency and Indian Democracy’’,
which is full of new facts and fascinating
interpretations and insights, gleaned dur-
ing the years when he was (a very special)
Secretary to the Prime Minister and one of
her ““closest advisers through the 1970s" as

e

the blurb describes him. He quotes Pakis-
tan's former President, General Ayub
Khan, as saying that India could not afford
to go from one ceasefire line to another,
and then adding, in print, in Dawn news-
paper, “We should therefore extricate our-
selves from the shackles of the past and
seek a solution by fresh, bold and imagina-
tive thinking." More substantial however
are Mr. Dhar’s own observations about the
Shimla Conference at which, after he had
succeeded P. N. Haksar, he was indeed the
closest adviser to the Prime Minister. De-
scribing India’s strategy at the conference
he says “The transformation of the cease-
fire line into the line of control was the
core of the Indian solution to the Kashmir
problem. The de facto line of control was
meant to be graduated to the level of a de
jure border.”

Then follows an excellent insight into (a
summary of?) Indira Gandhi’s mind on
this matter, and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s con-
structive but alas infructuous response. It
is worth quoting at some length as a com-
panion piece to what Sheikh Abdullah was
to say a few years later, which comes even
closer to the present day controversies.

“Mrs. Gandhi elaborated the merits of
the Indian proposal in the following terms:
It was the only feasible solution. An impor-
tant feature of the proposal was that nei-
ther country was gaining or losing territory
on account of war. It did not involve trans-
fers of population from one side to the oth-
er. Kashmiris as an ethnic community
were left undivided on the Indian side. The
line of control was therefore largely an eth-
nic and linguistic frontier. In fact, in 1947,
at the time of partition, it was also an ide-
ological frontier, being the limit of the po-
litical influence of Sheikh Mohammed
Abdullah and his National Conference
party. True, there were some anomalies in
this otherwise neatly etched picture, but
these, Mrs. Gandhi pointed out, could be
removed by mutual consent.

“Mr. Bhutto, responded with feeling and
apparent sincerity. After long reflection he
had come to the conclusion that the Indi-

an proposal was the only feasible one.”
What happened in fact is part of the un-
fortunate history of the State and the sub-
continent. But that too is a different story,
the present one being concerned only with
the evolution of the idea, on the Indian
side, of the LoC becoming the border.

The next link turned out to be even more
remarkable (though also more tragic, for
reasons which will follow later.) For this
too the reader owes thanks to Mr. Dhar, for
he has published, in greater detail than
anyone else 1 know of, a letter to Indira
Gandhi dated May 24, 1976, in which the
Sheikh expressed himself with greater care
and clarity than I had seen him do at any
time during the forty years or so that I
kxnew him, from the early 1940s. Writing
about the Line of Control, he said “... we
have to take into account the hard fact that
perhaps a realistic settlement with Pakis-
tan in regard to the future of Jammu and
Kashmir will ultimately have to be found
on the basis of a permanent border run-
ning roughly along the present Line of Ac-
tual Control.” He went on to add
“‘Presumably there is some degree of men-
tal and other preparation in Pakistan to
accept a solution along these lines.” Butin
that he turned out to be wrong. Even as
recently as 1972 Pakistan had turned down
the idea of changing the name of the cea-
sefire line to Line of Actual Control be-
cause it would mean a change in its status.

Sheikh Abdullah’s presumption was to-
tally belied by what Pakistan was to say
and do after 1976. But the reason why his
letter turned out to be tragic was not that
Pakistan belied his hopes but that New
Delhi did. He wrote eloquently and con-
vincingly about the value (indeed very
great) of the Accord he had signed a few
months earlier with Indira Gandhi, in
which he fully affirmed his faith in the
State’s accession to India but was also
promised greater autonomy for the State.
He also claimed, and again very rightly,
that the people of the State had over-
whelmingly supported both aspects of the
accord. A quarter century later we are still
crying over the tatters to which the Accord
was reduced, at a time when the Sheikh
had much declined in health and efficacy,
by the men positioned into his Cabinet, by
the men, too clever by half and unscrupu-
lous to the hilt, who had come to surround
Indira Gandhi during the later years of the
Emergency. Can tears revive it?
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NEW DELHI, MAY 14. A year after Pa-
kistan’s misadventure, the De-
fence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, today warned Islama-
bad against attempting any more
Kargils.

“There is no way another Kargil
can be repeated as on security
matters we are much better
placed than ever before,” Mr. Fer-
nandes told PTI on the first anni-
versary of the operations
launched by the Indian armed
forces this day to evict the Pakis-
tani intruders.

Mr. Fernandes said though the
[slamabad-backed proxy war is
continuing, the threat from Pakis-
tan had ‘‘receded considerably”
in Jammu and Kashmir, and all
because of the “drubbing Pakis-
tan got in Kargil last year”.

The Minister was speaking in
the backdrop of a former Army
chief warning that the euphoria
built up after the Kargil triumph
had not been sustained with the
newly-inducted troops in the area
still to get promised high-tech
equipment.
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Twelve months after the con-
flict, the former Army chief, Gen.
Shankar Roy Chowdhury, feels
that major lessons from the Kargil
experience are yet to sink in.

“The crucial Srinagar-Leh high- |
way is still vulnerable between °
Zojila and Kargil and priority has
to be given to an alternative route
from Ghumri to Kargil,” Gen.
Chowdhury cautioned.

Voicing similar concerns, the
IPKF Commander in Sri Lanka, Lt.
Gen. (Retd.) Satish Nambiar, re-
gretted that the requirement of
sophisticated monitoring equip-
ment was yet to be fully met.

Lt. Gen. Nambiar said a central
authority to analyse vital Intelli-
gence inputs from all sources was
still not a reality. “Meetings of the
National Security Advisory Board
and the National Security Council
should be a continuous exercise,”
he said, adding it seemed that
“there is lethargy prevailing”.

He said the defence planning

had to be takgn on a sustained
basis. /h
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-\ THE LONGING FOR PEACE w@\/

A VERY CHEERING message that there is a lot
more which unites rather than divides the peo-
ples of India and Pakistan has come recently
from two wholly different quarters. There
might have been nothing worthy of much no-
tice in the call from Admiral Ramdas, former
chief of the Indian Navy, for an immediate cea-
sefire along the Line of Control between Pakis-
tan and India as it is the kind of
pronouncement generally made by the heads
of armed forces who know very well the agony
inflicted on the people by the waging of wars of
attrition apart from the huge cost they extract
from the economies of the countries con-
cerned. The significance of the Admiral’s
speech is that it was made at the first Egbal
Ahmed Memorial Lecture in Islamabad and the
warmth of the reception given to it by the Pa-
kistani audience. The other telling indication of
the longing in Pakistan for living in peace and
goodwill with India came from Ms. Asma Je-
hangir, leader of the visiting 60-member dele-
gation of Pakistani women, in her passionate
pleas for the ending of hostility between the
two countries.

Indications that the vivisection of pre-in-
dependent India and the communal riots
which bled the divided countries in 1947, and
would remain burnt into the memory of those
who had witnessed them, have not estranged
them have in fact never been lacking. Within
less than two years of the partition of India, at a
conference of the editors of newspapers of In-
dia and Pakistan, there was total unanimity on
the need for both the countries to live in peace
and harmony. A striking illustration of the
yearning for harmonious relations with India
among the people of Pakistan was not merely
the virtual absence of anger or bitterness to-
wards the Indian Army among the soldiers and

.

the senior officers of the Pakistan army aftqy its
defeat in Bangladesh in 1971. The longing far a
return to an old friendship sundered by parti-
tion could be seen from the touching cordiali
on several occasions.

There were good reasons to believe that
Pakistan’s war-weariness and its readiness to
bury the hatchet had left it in the right state of
mind for signing the 1972 Shimla Agreement
with India and to agree to having the Line of
Control in Kashmir virtually as an international
border though this might never have been so
clearly spelt out. The hawks were, however, al-
ways hovering around to see that this did not
happen. If the stinging humiliation over its
having lost Bangladesh still rankles the psyche
of the ruling Pakistani establishment, the ex-
ternal environment changing from one ex-
treme to the other during the half century has
also worked against Pakistan’s living without
any complexes against India. The choice of Pa-
kistan way back in 1953 by the United States as
its ally during the Cold War and its enrolment
as a signatory to the South-East Asian Treaty
Organisation (SEATO) while India was forging
very friendly relations with the erstwhile Soviet
Union ensured that the tensions in the sub-
continent stayed alive. This privileged relation-
ship lasted long enough for Islamabad until the
Cold War ended. Apart from just being pleas-
antly surprised, New Delhi might indeed have
been astonished when Washington held Pakis-
tan responsible for the Kargil crisis. It will be
wholly in its interest for Pakistan to respond to
the appeal of Admiral Ramdas, made in Isla-
mabad itself, to end terrorism and militancy in
Kashmir. The pleas of Ms. Jehangir to restore
peace and harmony between the two countries
should be heeded as the voice of sanity in the
subcontinent.
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 Ex-Navy chief for |/

By Amit Baruah

ISLAMABAD, NAY 11. Admiral Ramdas (retd.), former
chief of the Indian Navy, has called for an immediate
ceasefire along the Line of Control (LoC) between
' Pakistan and India and the termination of all forms
of violence by terrorists, militants and security
forces. ,

Delivering the first Egbal Ahmed memorial lecture
here on Thursday, Admiral Ramdas said there
should be an immediate stop to “terrorists, militants
and jehadies” crossing the LoC.

The lecture, which was greeted with applause by
an appreciative Pakistani audience, saw Admiral
Ramdas suggesting a dialogue between India and
Pakistan on all issues, including Jammu and Kash-
mir. He also called upon the two countries to work
out a bilateral nuclear protocol to include non-first
use and dealerting procedures.

Commenting on the view that a solution to the
Kashmir issue would resolve problems between the
two countries, he termed this an “over-simplifica-
tion” as “many factors” had contributed to the ‘“un-
fortunate situation”.

Referring to the erosion of democracy in India and

Pakistan, the Admiral said that while India contin-
ued to have an elected civilian government it had yet
to give full meaning to a working democracy. ‘‘Eco-
nomic freedom has yet to come to many,” he said. In
Pakistan, military takeovers had created situations
which were unique.
“There is a strong feeling in certain quarters in both
our countries that if we do not sustain the 'enemy’
image of each other, and play the religious card, the
whole country would disintegrate. Many times wars
have been created to divert the attention of the pub-
lic from the many failures within the domestic sce-
ne....we have fought nearly four wars with each other
and neither side has gained anything from it...."” said
Admiral Ramdas, who is also the chairman of the
India chapter of the Pakistan-India People’s Forum
for Peace and Democracy (PIPFD).

On the birth of Bangladesh, he said this had left a
“deep impression in the minds of the Pakistani es-
tablishment, especially the Army. This has resulted
in a continuous and long struggle to settle scores

THE MNPy

”<ceasef|re along LoC

with India. Bangladesh is now a reality and more
than anybody else Pakistan paved the way for its
formation, aided and abetted by India! This wound
has, therefore, still to heal”.

Kashmir, in his view, was a very knotty problem.

The view of the PIPED was that a formula must be
evolved which would be acceptable to the Govern-
ments of India and Pakistan as well as the people of
Kashmir. “Most importantly, the civil society in Jam-
mu and Kashmir must be empowered to facilitate
the evolution of this process.’
The Admiral felt that the glorification of v101ence all
led to the brainwashing of children — through toys,
movies, cartoons or sounds. “When this is done with
a religious overlay it has a devastating impact on the
young minds. This kind of foundation is further
strengthened by the distorted and corrupt education
process in later years....is it then surprising that
these children when they finally emerge as leaders
are only talking of wars and winning fights...the cul-
ture of violence is the main cause for the growth of
nuclearism in the sub-continent...”

Referring to the “daunting and uncertain future”,
the former Naval chief stated: “Nuclearisation of
South Asia had added a whole new and dangerous
dimension to India-Pakistan relations. Kargil dem-
onstrated how both in Pakistan and in India there
were suggestions from certain quarters for the use of
nuclear weapons during that conflict...”

“The continuing resort to proxy war through mil-
itancy, terrorism and ’jehad’ by Pakistan, with an
intent to 'bleed’ India is proving to be counter-pro-
ductive and risks in my view too much for too little.
If India’s economic situation is not good, Pakistan’s
is much worse. India despite its poor economic sit-
uation, has upped the ante by raising its current
year’s defence budget by a whopping 28 per cent —
from Rs. 45,000 crore to Rs 58,000 crore. This could
be seen as India’s answer to the 'bleed’ India policy,
a strategy to put further pressures on Pakistan’s al-
ready very difficult economic situation. This may
sound very nice to both sides, but some thing is
going to give way soon....."”

In this context, the Admiral called for a ceasefire
between the two countries, an end to militancy and
terrorism as well as the resumption of dialogue.
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QU 10 — In hlS
strongest remark since Presi-
i dent Bill Clinton’s visit, Gene-
ral Pervez Musharraf today
warned India against commit-
ting any “act of war” which he
said would be “suitably and
adequately” met. Addressing
army officers here, he said
Pakistan “is in a position to
effectively deter a
aggression”. \

He alleged that
trying to “break the of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir
by brute force and .\ to pro-
mote an internal political
process”.

4 killed in J&K blast

At least four Army personnel
were killed and three seriously
injured when a land mine
planted by militants exploded
at Nihalpora village in
Pattan, Baramulla, today.
— Reuters & PTI
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Jdian general meets Musharraf for

By INTIKHAB HANIF /

Dawn M@ / p
Lahore, May 7: An F&ummyn-,

eral who spent a major part of his
military career in Kashmir and
the Siachen sector is now trying
to broker peace between Pakistan
and India.

Lt. Gen. M.L. Chibber tRetd) is
on a private visit to Pakistan to
promote reconciliation, which he
says will come through close

the two countries.
But while pleading for récon-

ciliation — which he says may
come sooner than *“‘most of us
think” — he avoids a direct
answer as to how the core issue
of Kashmir
should be
resolved. “For

India, Kashmir is not a disputed
territory,” the general told Dawn
during an exclusive interview
here on Friday. But he doesn’t

that for Pakistan this is the main
issue which requires resolution
above all other problems.

When asked " about the }ink
between his long career working
against Pakistan and his new role

48 a peace-

Chibber says
the desire for reconciliation
emerged from within him and it
was motivated by a man of “infj.

peace

unity of man for so long.”

The general sees no chance of
any war between Pakistan and
India at present and believes that
a nuclear war is out of the ques-
tion.

Gen. Chibber and his wife, Dr
Ramesh Chibber, have been in
‘Pakistan since April 21. He says
his visit is due to correspondence
with General Pervez Musharraf.
He started his visit from Islam-
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A4Pakistan

STATESMAN NEWS smwcm\\\ﬁ

NEW DELHI, April 30\ —
Pakistan is paying the price\for
its limited war
in Kargil, the
external affa-
irs minister
said today.
“And the coun-
|| try will do so
in future.”

Speaking a
few days before the first
“anniversary” of the war, that
officially began with the spot-
ting of the intruders on 3
May’99, Mr Jaswant Singh said
the Indian Army proved its
supremacy in the war which
was a challenge for the country.

Mr Singh said Pakistan’s
“nefarious designs” were
exposed during the war. He
credited the BJP-led govern-
ment for successfully counter-
ing the Pakistanis with the
help of other parties.

The minister was speaking at
a function organised here to
honour 71 families of Kargil
martyrs from Rajasthan.

A committee led by the Union
home minister, Mr LK Advani,
would go into border manage-
ment, soldier recruitment and
soldiers’ problems, and submit

Jaswant Singh

paying for
 Kargil’
S ; g

its report within six months.

Other members of the com-
mittee are the defence minister
Mr George Fernandes, Union
finance minister Mr Yashwant
Sinha and Mr Singh.
Musharraf gesture: General
Pervez Musharraf has issued
30-day visas to four Indians to
visit their relatives in
Pakistan, reports PTI from
Chandigarh. The move is per-
ceived as part of efforts to build
people-to-people contact
between the two countries.

“The Musharraf administra-
tion has issued visas for 30 days
instead of seven days which
Pakistan gave to SGPC spon-
sored religious groups, that too
to a trust whose Pakistani
chapter is headed by Mr Nawaz
Sharif himself,” the patron of
the Jati Umrah Indo-Pakistan
Parivar Milap Trust, General
(retd) Himmat Singh Gill said.

The trust formed to bring
together families separated
during partition was formed by
Gen Gill’s father and former
Goa Governor Col Partap
Singh along with Mr Sharif’s
friend Mr Arjan Singh and his
father Mohammed Sharif in
1998. It took its first batch of
those separated to Pakistan in
1999.
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O RESUME or not to resume dia-

logue with Pakistan — that is the

question. The issue has been de-

bated intensely since it first arose
in October last in the wake of the military
coup in Islamabad. The fact that it has per-
sisted that long shows that the arguments
in support of engaging the neighbour are
not devoid of force. Had that not been the
case, the debate would have died down,
with the firm rejection of the idea by the
Government. [t would be unrealistic on
the part of New Delhi to take for granted
the continued understanding of its posi-
tion by the world community. The fatigue
factor may come into play soon, leading to
an adverse reaction to India’s “no” to
talks. Before that happens, let Indian di-
plomacy play a creative role. Apart from a
formal structured dialogue, there are some
possibilities: (1) talks to prepare for talks
(2} back-channel efforts and (3) track-1I di-
plomacy. Any one of the routes — even all
— could be explored.

New Delhi’s initial caution was, no
doubt, justified. It was rudely shaken by
the blatant betrayal of the trust reposed in
Pakistan through the bus diplomacy. The
realisation that preparations for the Kargil
misadventure were on even as the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, and his
then Pakistani counterpart, Mr. Nawaz
Sharif, affixed their signatures to the La-
hore Declaration and the two sides com-
mitted themselves to a new set of
confidence-building measures was strong
enough reason to banish the thought of a
fresh initiative. The wariness increased
when the architect of the Kargil operation,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, took over as the
military ruler. But will India’s interests be
promoted if the Government sticks to the
present line and chooses not to explore
ways of restarting bilateral contacts? No.

This is so even though the most power-
ful nation, U.S., has ended its tilt towards
Pakistan and appreciates India’s stand on
issues such as terrorism. The U.S. has
modified its earlier stand, calling upon In-
dia to resume talks with Pakistan, and now
wants Islamabad to take the first tangible
step with a view to facilitating the process.
That, however, is not to be regarded as
conferring on India a right to take the neg-

ative line for all tigre to come. There is the
risk of New Dy??ofing the understanding

0 o Gall Mu

India’s

sticks \to the present line and chooses not to explore
ways of restarting bilateral contacts with Pakistan.

and appreciation of others in the world, if
it is seen as not doing its bit to set in mo-
tion the dialogue process. Last week-end's
comment by the U.S. Under-Secretary of
State for Political Affairs, Mr. Thomas Pick-
ering, confirms this fear. Reiterating the
U.S. view that Pakistan needed to create
“peaceful conditions”, he said: “Kargil
cannot be forgotten but it can and should
be transcended. We are asking New Delhi
to consider very seriously the possibilities
for resuming the dialogue”.

The conduct of the other side needs to
be taken into account by New Delhi. While
putting on a brave face in the wake of the
rebuff received from the U.S. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, Gen. Musharraf has
sought to “correct” some of the policy
stances considered objectionable by the
U.S. He has made a show of containing the
militant outfits — announcing steps to dis-
arm the jehadi groups, even though vast
sections of Pakistanis themselves are scep-
tical of the success of the move. Four ma-
jor sectarian groups have been outlawed,
the misuse of the anti-blasphemy law is to
be prohibited and the flow of arms and
movement of militants from Afghanistan
to Pakistan is to be controlled. That, in any
case, is what is stated publicly. The activ-
ities of Masood Azhar, one of the militants
whose release was secured by the hijackers
of the Indian Airlines plane, have been re-
stricted.

These steps may be cosmetic, intended
for the consumption of the U.S. and other
major countries. But can one be sure that
the world community will not be taken in,
and that Gen. Musharraf will not succeed
in his carefully-planned bid to project an
image of moderation? Pakistani represen-
tatives cite the statement by our Defence
Minister, Mr. George Ferna
exchange of firing along t
trol in Jammu and Kas
to make out a case of

Line of Con-
ir has subsided
provement. In the

continued infiltration of
may go unnoticed.

New Delhi is well within its rights in say-
ing that a perceptible reduction in terrorist
violence is the real test of Islamabad’s in-
tentions but to insist on an end to the viru-
lent anti-India propaganda — or similar
conditions — for creating the right climate
for talks may not be realistic. Pakistan says
it will scale down its “‘moral, political and
diplomatic” support to “Kashmir free-
dom-fighters”' if there is reciprocity by the
Indian side, and by this it means curtail-
ment of “repression” by the security
forces. This is a deliberate bid to create
confusion — by ignoring the central point
that the operations by paramilitary forces
are essentially a response to organised
trans-border terrorism. Pakistan’s argu-
ment is untenable for another reason too
— it seeks to link bilateral dealings with
changes in decisions on matters of India’s
domestic concern {of curbing terrorist vio-
lence).

A way will have to be found to reconcile
India’s indifference to the present regime
in Pakistan and the need for a working re-
lationship with it. New Delhi’s reluctance
to be a party to an arrangement that may
give legitimacy to the military takeover
and the dismissal of the democratic Gov-
ernment was evident on various occasions
— (1) the move, at India’s instance, to
postpone the SAARC summit (because
Gen. Musharraf’'s presence there would
have given respectability to him in the re-
gion), (2) its support, along with several
African states, to the proposal for suspen-
sion of Pakistan from the Commonwealth
and (3) its role at the recent ministerial
meeting of the Non-Aligned in the exclu-
sion of military-ruled Pakistan from the
grouping — a move that is certain to be
pursued at the NAM summit.

But it should not be difficult to evolve a
compartmentalised approach, enabling
New Delhi, on the one hand, to stick to its
concern over military dictatorship (assum-
ing that it is called for} gnd, on the other,
not to block bilaterf'o acts. However,
“.. tanmaynotbe N :d to talk under

L 5 v owm

sharrat’s bluftf

By K. K. Katyal

terests will not be promoted if the Government

the shadow of non-recognition by New
Delhi. As a matter of fact, Gen. Musharraf
is keen on the resumption of the dialogue,
not because he expects a forward move-
ment on Kashmir but because this course
may help neutralise New Delhi’s antipathy
to the military regime.

The options other than a structured dia-
logue were tried in the past — and gave
rise to hopes, faint though, for breaking
the deadlock. The back-channel contacts,
involving Mr. R. K. Mishra, a New Delhi-
based journalist, and Mr. Niaz Naik, for-
mer Pakistan Foreign Secretary, which had
begun before the Lahore bus journey con-
tinued even after the two sides were locked
in a bitter armed conflict in Kargil. The
new regime in Pakistan is not averse to the
revival of this process. This much is evi-
dent from Mr. Niaz Naik being allowed to
maintain contacts with the Indian side —
in New Delhi and, on the occasion of semi-
nars, in Kathmandu and Colombo — and
his statement that he had kept Gen. Mush-
arraf posted with his efforts even before
the dismissal of the Sharif Government.
However, Mr. Niaz Naik’s recent visit to
New Delhi produced heat and dust rather
than substantive contacts. However, the
track-1I exercises have of late picked up,
thanks to the exchange of visits by wom-
en’s delegations, poets and persons con-
nected with friendship organisations.

At the political level, there has been no
interaction while official contacts are
mostly confined to the summoning of the
High Commissioners by the host Govern-
ments for tough messages. For more than
six months after the coup, India’s High
Commissioner in Pakistan, Mr. G. Partha-
sarthy, did not get an opportunity to see
anyone of consequence in the Govern-
ment. Recently he was called for talks with
the Foreign Secretary to be conveyed the
Pakistani stand on the dialogue, with a
one-sided account of the meeting finding
its way into the local press. Gen. Musharraf
later repeated the “offer of talks at any
place, any time, at any level”. This, accord-
ing to New Delhi, was a propaganda ploy,
in the absence of evidence of deeds match-
ing his words. Let New Delhi call his bluff
— with a specific suggestion for talks, in
the first instance, to ensure the sanctity of
the LoC.
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Pak for reducing
tensioﬁjivith India
b 24

Islamabad, April 27

PAKISTAN TODAY said that
New Delhi and Islamabad should
work toward reducing tension
along the Line of Control (LoC)
and warned that if it was not done
it could lead to a full-fledged war
between the two countries.

"..we have had experiences in the
past that disproportionate reac-
tions started a cycle of escalation
ending in war neither side wanted.
Therefore, the wise thing to do is
to arrest the escalation" of tension
along the LoC, Pakistan Foreign
Minister Abdul Sattar said in an
interview to American television
network CNN.

He said that the situation is now
much more "dangerous than it ever
was",

"I think we should recognise that
‘the nuclearisation, the word
nuclearisation of South Asia has
greatly aggravated the dangers that
existed before," Mr Sattar said.

Reiterating Pakistan's offer to
resume dialogue with India, he
said, "There could be contacts
between the commanders of both

sides so that they talk to each other
rather than respond to bullets by
bullets."

Admitting that there is traffic
across the Line of Control, Mr
Sattar, however, said the people
who cross LoC are "motivated by
various considerations”.

“The question to ask is, is such
traffic sponsored by the govern-
ment. Government of Pakistan has
to work on the basis of the laws of
the country. Political activity, col-
lection of funds is not against the
law. What is against the law is vio-
lation of the line of control,”
he said.

4 killed in Pak gunbattle: Four
,Feople were  killed and 20
njured here today in a gunbattle
between the Pakistani police and
alleged criminals, administration
officials and witnesses said on
Thursday.

The clash occurred when police
backed by para-military troops
raided a suburban neighbourhood
to arrest an ethnic Pashtun group
activist accused of involvement
in murders and kidnappings,
they said. (Agencies)




Advani hits

Opp.

withs ‘\

Pak missile™

FROM CHANDAN NANDY

New Delhi, April 27: India today
broadbased its threat perception
from Islamabad with Union home
minister L.K. Advani saying Pak-
istan’s objective was not limited to
grabbing Jammu and Kashmir
but to “strike at the country’s in-
tegrity”.

Shaking an iron fist at the Op-
position which had yesterday
poured scorn on his Sardar Vai-
labhbhai Patel image, Advani
today told a CII conference that
the BJP-led government had in-
herited all ills, including the sorry
state of internal security, plagu-
ing the country from the previous
regimes,

Advani used the occasion to
pick up from where he left off in
Parliament last night when he
wanted Indian Muslims to rise in
jehad against Pakistan — a com-
ment described as “unfortunate”
by the Congress, which said he
should have appealed to all Indi-
ans and not a particular
community.

This afternoon, the home min-
ister said had the Kashmir ques-

. J1lon been addressed and taken to

»its logical conclusion following
', Pakistan’s debacle in the 1971 war,
things would not have come to
such a pass.

“1971 was a golden opportunity
to settle the Kashmir issue once
and for all. It was a victory for
_ peace and we missed the opportu-
. nity,” he said, making a reference

to a film he had seen on Sardar
. Patel. Independent India’s first
- home minictar “hadbuel taken by
awwrise when Lord Mountbatten
persuaded Nehru to refer the

e W v~

Jammu and Kashmir issue to th
Security Council.”

Advani was targeting the Con-
gress for frittering away the “gold-
en opportunity” that had present-
ed itself before Indira Gandhi in

1971. “And since then, Pakistan

has changed its strategy which
we are having to bear. It has set
the ISI upon our country and is
trying to break it apart,” he said.
Questioning the Opposition, he
asked: “Are you not responsible
for it?”

The question is being seenasa
tit-for-tat response to the Con-
gress’ outburst in the Lok Sabha
yesterday, when Priya Ranjan
Das Munshi said the manner in
which Advani was being com-
pared to Sardar Patel was “nei-
ther adding glory to Advaninor to
Patel”.

Advani also admonished the
Opposition for “besmirching” In
dia’s image abroad by spreading
lies about attacks on Christians
and Muslims. “Unfortunately for
India, in order to score political
points, there is a tendency on our
part to project problems of Chris-
tians or other minorities as if
these are daily affairs,” the home
minister said.

However, Advani said: “In two
years, things have changed great-
ly. There has been a change in the
attitude of the international com- |
munity after Kargil. It was good
that Clinton came here”. He was
quick to add that though his gov-
ernment had “initially exerted it-
self to see that Clinton did not go

tn Daltioctan, it latar furned out
that Indian interests were better

served by his Islamabad stop-
over”,
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NEW DELHI, APRIL 26. Pakistan must
revert to the path of peace and
normality and reaffirm the estab-
lished essentials of bilateral rela-
tions between the two countries
so as to restore a climate conge-
nial for resumption of the inter-
rupted dialogue process, the
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, said today.

“We are far more interested in
bilateral relations rather than in
public relations indulged in by
Pakistan,” Mr. Singh said in reply
to a spate of supplementaries on
Indo- Pakistan relations.

To a question by Mr. Mani
Shanker Aiyar (Congress) whether
the Government could consider
“talks about talks to create an at-
mosphere which would not ag-
gravate the situation,” the
Minister said “we will examine
the possibility of talks about talks.
We don’t shut any doors nor do
we want to aggravate the situa-
tion".

On the offer of talks by the Pa-
kistani chief executive, Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf ““at anytime or any
place,” Mr. Singh said ‘‘we are not
interested in what they say but
what they do”.

However, he asserted that the
right climate must be created for
resumption of dialogue and Pa-
kistan should not indulge in this
“endless hostile propaganda and
continuous call of jehad”.

Mr. Singh ruled out involve-
ment of any mediator or facilita-
tor for resolving Indo-Pak. issues,

saying “‘we have made it quite

clear that whatever euphemism
may be used - facilitator or
mediator - it is not acceptable to
India’.

In the post-Kargil period and
after the military takeover, Pakis-
tan has enhanced its sponsorship
and support to cross-border ter-
rorism in Jammu and Kashmir, as
also elsewhere in India, he said.
— PT1
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/I{ak okays Iran-India pipeline
Y through i its territory .,

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, April 20. —
Pakistan has announced that it
will allow a gas pipeline
between Iran and India to pass
through its territory.

The announcement is likely to
force the Vajpayee government
to decide whether it will allow
economic advantages to out-
weigh political considerations.

While a gas pipeline from
Iran is a lucrative prospect for
India that is facing growing
energy needs, the proposal has
never been taken.up seriously
since the pipeline’s most viable
economic route lies through
Pakistan. The external affairs
ministry spokesman, in fact,
said today that he was not
aware of any such proposal.

The formal announcement by
Pakistan, of its decision to
allow the construction of the
pipeline, will, however, force
the government to take a for-
mal stand on the proposal

which has been e air for

several years.

Reports from Islgmabad quot-

ed the secretary of Pakistan’s
ministry of petroleum and nat-
ural resources gas, Mr
Abdullah Yousuf, as saying:
“We have in principle conveyed
our acceptance to the Iranians
for this project and now the
ball is in their court. They have
to go back to India and seek
the same kind of political com-
mitment as ensured by us.”

Mr Yousuf said at an energy
conference yesterday that al-
most four billion cubic feet of
gas a day could be pumped into
the pipeline, a project that
could cost more than $ 3 billion.

The Pakistani petroleum sec-
retary said the project would
generate $ 600 million a year
in transit fees. It could also be
used for buying gas from Iran.

The announcement by the
Musharraf regime will necessi-
tate serious thinking among
Indian leaders. While the use of

Pakistan territory will have
enormous economic advantages
for India, it will.also have clear
economic and diplomatic adva-
ntages for Pakistan, a factor-
that will be taken into consider-
ation by the Vajpayee govern-
ment while taking a decision.
Not only would the Pakistani
economy benefit from the $ 600
million annual payment in
transit fees, Pakistan’s
announcement of its firm com-
mitment to allow the pipeline
also puts the onus on India to
do business with its neighbour
or come up with good reasons
for refusing the offer.
PML flays Musharraf: The
Pakistan Muslim League has
criticised Gen. Musharraf’s
statement that bus diplomacy
and the Lahore declaration
were only attempts at fooling
the people, reports PTI from
Islamabad. The exercises were
aimed at normalising Indo-Pak
relations, Mr Nawaz Sharif’s
party said in a statement.
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.nost six months after the
am and tidal waves claimed
.round 8000 lives in Ersama block
and washed away thousands of
houses, little Government help
has reached the survivors to put
their lives back on the rails. And
life continues to be tough. With
polythene sheets their only pro-
tection, from the scorching heat
drinking water being scarce and
no work in hand summer could
be indeed bad. Two years ago,
over 2000 people had died of sun-
stroke.

As Orissa prepares for yet an-
other heatwave, the homeless in
Ersama run the risk of being vic-
tims of sunstroke. With nearly two
months of summer still to go, the
cyclone survivors are desperate to
have pucca roofs over their heads,
at least before the monsoon ar-
rives in June. But there is little
hope for this as the administra-
tion has so far failed to take any
action. In the absence of any fi-
nancial help for constructing puc-
ca dwelling units and with the
mercury soaring by the day, many
of those living under polythene
sheets have started putting up
small thatched huts. However,
these buts might not withstand
thundershowers.

The Government's scheme to

Lo R i %

With temperatures soaring, it is a grim batt

living in polythene-roofed huts in cyclone-hit
Orissa. —Photo: Ashoke Chakra

provide loans for building pucca
houses has not really taken off.
Some voluntary organisations
and private companies are now
attempting to construct houses
for some of the survivors. But
their attempt also cannot provide
succour to many as construction
work would be hampered once
the monsoon begins.

“As no construction work has
begun in our locality we do not
see that we would get houses be-
fore the rainy season as our vil-
lage is in a “low-lying area and it
will be flooded with rain water
once monsoon sets in”, says
Brahmanand Gocbhhayat of Hana-

gotha village
Panchayat. 1
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small pucca
The survir
are also con
of water, wh
anyway. Th
people hawvt
source as th
fit for use.
colony near
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water from
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A ‘desi’ web portal for

By Anand Parthasarathy

KOCHI, APRIL 18. An edition for Indian users
with a decidedly ‘desi’ flavour, of one of the
world’s best known Information Technology
(IT) portals to the Internet, was launched to-
day at Bangalore. It promises users here, a
convenient clearing house of information

ibout Indian efforts in computers

and com-

unication, together with product advice and
iks to suppliers, enabling the online buying

Lt COMDIter nracde s

ZDNet, operated by the Ziff Davis g
lishers of the mass circulated “PC
(US) and other print journals.
“‘We are thrilled at this tie-up wh
us in touch with the exciting softv
opments taking place in India”, saic
Powers, vice-president, Asia-Pacifi
vis, today, in a telephonic conver
this correspondent. The Indian pa
Davis in this venture is Jasubhai
Pvt. Ltd. who publish the manth!
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'QV\Whe Secret Prisoners\' 0\

The release from a Pakistani prison and arrival in India of Roop kal
Sahariya after 25 years of incarceration spotlights an issue that has be
kept under wraps all these years — the covert intelligence war between
India and Pakistan. Mr Sahariya deserves the country’s gratitude for the

. tisks he braved and the privations he had suffered. He is entitled to be
. honoured and compensated like any other prisoner of war; in fact, much
~.more than precedents provide for, since he was under a prolonged sen-

tence of death and in solitary confinement for most of his 25 years in
captivity. Those who serve the country in the intelligence war play as vi-
tal a role in safeguarding national security as those who face the enemy
fire. In a sense it is the failures and shortcomings in waging the intelli-
gence war which result in hot wars, both overt and covert. The country /
and the government would be serving their own interests by exhibiti
publicly their sense of obligation to Mr Sahariya . India should also #c-
knowledge the praiseworthy efforts of retired Brigadier Rao
Hamid of the Pakistan Human Rights Commission for getting Ro

Indian custody, would be not only appropriate but also help tosstablish
healthy precedents. /

Pakistan has been waging a cold war against this country fgr the last 50
years interrupted by sporadic hot wars. During this periodnot only intel-
ligence personnel but also other innocent people, like fishermen who
strayed into the territorial waters of the other country, have been de-
tained and held in custody for unreasonably long periods. There are peo-
ple of divided families — invariably Muslims — who visit the other
country and often overstay. They too are sometimes tracked down and
taken into custody. These cases are often pursued at official levels, with
no publicity to the victims or their condition. Although there are occa-
sional agreements to release such prisoners, their plight does not attract
the attention it deserves. There is a clear case for entrusting the responsi-
bility — of looking into such cases and seeking redressal — to the Na-
tional Human Rights Commission in the respective countries. Each na-
tional commission could collect data on all personnel believed to be un-
der detention in the other country and, through periodic meetings with
their counterpart, pursue and investigate the cases with a view to obtain-
ing redressal. This mechanism should be widely publicised to enable
people who believe their relatives are detained in the other country to
bring the matter to the notice of the respective Human Rights Commis-
sion. The process could well be initiated with the chairman of the India’s
NHRC thanking his Pakistani counterpart for his role in Mr Sahariya ’s
case; and inviting him to India for evolving a common approach to this
human problem. Such a step would signal to the people of Pakistan, and
the rest of the world, that regardless of the state of government-to-gov-
ernment contacts, autonomous Indian agencies would be willing to deal
with their Pakistani counterparts in securing the release of the secret
prisoners on humanitarian grounds.

—— - r~
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e Friendship train L\
THE DECISION not only to continue the running of ' the
Samjhauta Express between India and Pakistan but also to work
towards increasing its frequency underlines a level-headed atti-
tude towards the relations between the two countries. Although
the recent incidents of smuggling of contraband goods and of
fake currency notes had caused much disquiet in India, any
move to snap the link would have been detrimental for mutual
ties, apart from being a cause of harassment for ordinary pas-
sengers who cannot afford more expensive modes of travel. Jt
has to be remembered that even when the redations show signs
of grave deterioration, no effort should be spired to keep nor-
mal channels of contact and communication oyen ;

Any abrupt cancellation of such ties can not mlme %
situation worse, it can also make it difficult to rsume the con-
tact when conditions have improved. In any eent, such acts
only show a sour temperament, which can conveyan unflatter-
ing impression about diplomatic attitudes to the atside world.
One of the reasons why Pakistan has suffered a difomatic set-
back and India’s case is now being widely appreciaed is, first,
the remarkable restraint which New Delhi demonstrzed during
the Kargil conflict and, secondly, the continuation of te ngrmal
train and other services during that period. The crickt games
between India and Pakistan were stopped for a shortyhile at
the time but were resumed when India participated irthe tri-
angular series in Australia during the winter with th.home
country and Pakistan.

Thankfully, there have been more such games since tap at
Sharjah, with even a proposal for a tour by the Indian tey ¢
Pakistan later this year. Just as Track II diplomacy quietly kspg
people in various fields of life in the two countries in touch yh
one another, similarly the continuation of contacts can be he.
ful in defusing tension to a considerable extent. True, there a
lobbies in both countries which frown on the idea of suppin
with the devil. They would prefer a stern display of animosity by
breaking all links in order to emphasise the prevailing enmity
between the two countries. It is possible, however, that their
focus is more on the domestic scene where political mileage can
be secured by whipping up such feelings with a particular com-
munity as the target. It has to be remembered, however, that the
‘enmity’, if that is the word, is between the two governments and
not the people. The latter should not be prevented from main-
taining normal relations as far as possible.

Ay
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Delhi gifts G-77

-+ walkover to /

“\Islamabad /

FROMKP.NAYAR

Washington, April 15: India has
handed to Pakistan’s military dic-
tator General Pervez Musharrafa
diplomatic windfall by its under-
representation at the G-77 summit
which concluded in the Cuban
capital of Havana on Friday.

Contrary to the line put out by
New Dethi that Pakistan was on
the verge of being expelled from
the Non-Aligned Movement
(Nam), Musharraf used his unex-

- pected presence at the summit to
significantly offset his interna-
tional isolation as a military dicta-
tor who overthrew the elected
government of Pakistan.

In meeting UN secretary gen-
eral Kofi Annan at the Havana
summit, Musharraf skillfully ex-
ploited Annan’s grouse against
India which has not only refused
to allow any UN role in the Indo-
Pakistan dispute but has also cold-
shouldered the secretary gener-
al’s attempts to visit South Asia.

Musharraf discussed with An-
nan his plans to return to.democr-
acy thus pre-empting any criti-
cism that the secretary general
was hobnobbing with men in uni-
form. He also used the meeting to
discuss “regional security is-
sues”, a subject of concern for the
international community in the
context of Pokhran-II and Chagai.

Musharraf chose his other in-
terlocutors in Havana with great
care as well. He met Algerian Pre-
sident Abdelaziz Bouteflika, an
acknowledgement that Islamabad
was assiduously wooing an Indian
ally of long standing. “Bouteflika
is western Africa’s hope for demo-
cracy, moderation and the fight

@ Following Friday’s agreement
between India and Pakistan to
allow the Samjhauta Express to
run between Attari and Wagah,
the train will cover a distance of
three km, possibly the shortest
rail route in the world.

‘against Islamic fundaméntalism,”

crowed a Pakistani diplomat. “If
he is meeting the chief executive
(Musharraf), then obviously, the
general is no untouchable for
elected leaders as India would
have everyone to believe.”
Musharraf made his mark —
the first Pakistani leader to do so
— on a territory over which India
had unrestricted sway for 40
years, namely the Cuban public
mind. Musharraf’s address to the
G-77 summit was telecast live.
Musharraf also scored points
by his refusal to directly bring up
the Kashmir dispute. All previous
Pakistani leaders have used every
conceivable international forum
to rail at India, making the inter-
national community fairly fed up

~ of the Indo-Pakistan dispute. Mus-

harraf merely called for peaceful-
ly resolving “thorny disputes be-
tween countries in accordance
with the wishes of the oppressed
people”. He won praise by making
creative proposals — such as an
offer to-set up a regional institute

- of research on international trade

and investment in Pakistan. -~

In marked -eontrast to the
Musharraf's erudition, ‘Murli:
Manohar Joshi drew yawns from:
delegates when he urged develop-.
ing countries to stand united,
against attempts by rich nations’
to impose “unhealthy prescrip-
tions” for economic growth. Joshi
virulently attacked rich countries
saying; “We should be alert to the
danger of future disempowerment
by developed nations”. It was not
lost on the G-77 that India was pre-
cisely trying to get on the band-
wagon of free market and econom-
ic reform advocated by rich na-
tions. Joshi’s speech could have
been a re-run of what Jawaharlal
Nehru or Indira Gandhi told any
gathering of developing countries
several decades ago — things that
the world is tired of hearing from
India.

~
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aklstan frees Inalan soldier™

after 2§/§

Lahore %/

14 APRIL

AFTER SPENDING 26 years in a
Pakistan prison on spying charges,
an Indian soldier, Roop Lal,
returned home to India after being
freed on Friday, Pakistani officials
said.

“It is like a dream come true.
I will now be able to return home
to see my daughter,” Lal told
reporters at the Lahore
International Airport before
boarding a commercial airliner to
New Delhi.

Lal was arrested in 1974
and found guilty on eight counts
of spying, said an official on con-
dition of anonymity.

Lal was sentenced to death,
he stayed in a jail in Sahiwal,
160 km southwest of Lahore, on
death row. Then in the late-
1990s, his daughter Sunita
Chawala sent a letter to General
Jehangir Karamat, who was
then Pakistan’s Army chief,
pleading for her father’s life.

Karamat commuted the death

v

ears on dg&th row \j/

HoME SWEET HOME: Roop Lal (centre) talks to the press on his

arrival in New Delhi on Friday

sentence to life. In Pakistan, a life
sentence is 25 years.

“Every night I dreamed of see-
ing my daughter, who is in New
Delhi,” he said, adding: “Now my

PTI

dream will come true.”

A representative of the Indian
high commission in Pakistan
reportedly accompanied Lal to
India.
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bilateral 2_} \ 9

issues at

By Bhaskar Roy \gl

The Times of India News Servite
HAVANA: A possible Indo-
Pakistan confrontation at the
South summit was averted after
Cuban President Fidel Castro
kept the gathering of developing
countries focussed on inequities
of the emerging economic order.
He pleaded with the participants
to resist their ‘inherent bias’
against poorer nations.

With the tone set by Mr
Castro’s rhetorical flamboyance
and marshalling of facts to sup-
port the disparities of what he
called ‘neo-liberalismy’, bilateral
issues of the sub-continent had no
chance to be aired.

Speaking later, Pakistan’s mili-
tary ruler, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, skirted any eobvious
reference to his country’s rela-
tions with India. He said that
unless G-77 countries resolved
their mutual disputes and put a
united fight against the pressures
of the North on econemic issues,
they had no chance of survival.

Gen. Musharraf’s silence on
bilateral issues was greeted with
relief by the Indian side which had
been uneasy of a possible verbal
flare-up at the summit where 42
heads of state were participating.

Reliving its old role as the
champion of the non-aligned
movement, India took a strident
stand against globalisation. The
leader of the Indian delegation,
Murli Manohar Joshi, made a
strong case for freer movement of
labour and unhindered flow of
technology from North to South.
In his speech, which read like an
extension of his Swadeshi concept
of economics, he demanded that
any opening of third world
economies should be reciprocat-
ed by easy access of markets in
the North.

The summit will, however, be
remembered for Mr Castro’s sin-
gle- handed effort to bring the
focus back on certain issues.
“Never before did mankind have
such formidable scientific and
technological potential, such
extraordinary capacity to produce
riches and well-being but never
before were disparity and equity
so profound in the world,” He
compared the new economic
order to a ship whose “85 per cent
passengers were crowded togeth-
er suffering hunger, disease and
helplessness.” This ship, he said,
seems destined to clash with an
iceberg.”

Pakistan skirtsik
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI,
April 13. — The
Prime Minister
today ruled out
early resump-
tion of the Indo-
Pak dialogue,
saying a conge-
nial atmosphere
must be created

Mr AB Vajpayee

first.

Talks cannot restart as long
as there is cross-border terror-
ism, Mr AB Vajpayee told
Shiromani Akali Dal (Badal)
leaders who met him at his
home on the occasion of
Baisakhi.

The Prime Minister accused
Pakistan’s official media, both
TV and radio, of running a dis-
information campaign against
India, further poisoning the
atmosphere. He assured the
Akali Dal leaders that the gov-
ernment will do whatever is
necessary to ensure the safety
of its citizens from ISI-backed
terrorists, a press release by
the Delhi SAD said.

It quoted Mr Vajpayee as say-

_No talks

ntil terror
stops: PM

ing-that the people behind the
recent killings in Anantnag
would not be spared.

The SAD delegation was led
by Mr Avtar Singh Hit and Mr
Kuldip Singh Bhogal, the par-
ty’s president and secretary.

Samjhauta talks: Indian and
Pakistani officials will meet
tomorrow at Zero Point on the
Wagha border to sort out prob-
lems relating to the Samjhauta
Express, the only rail link
between the two countries,
adds UNIL

External affairs, home and
railway officials had discussed
the issue in detail after
Pakistan Railways said the
train might be stopped because
Indian Railways had failed to
honour a promise to provide
rolling stock.

Indian Railways then asked
for a meeting which Pakistan
Railways accepted.

It has been decided that five
Indian Railways officials, led
by the executive director
(coaching), Mr MN Chopra,
will discuss the matter with
Pakistani officials.

THZ STATESM.
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ANDQ-PAK. SHADOW OVER G-77

‘Global action against
' terrorism needed’

By Hasan Suroor

HAVANA, APRN. 12. Though ‘‘no sparks flew so far” as
an Indian sotyce put it, the shadow of Indo-Pakistan
tensions conthues to hover over the G-77 summit
here chaired by the Cuban President, Dr. Fidel Cas-
tro. The leader of the Indian delegation, Dr. Murli
Manohar Joshi, may have already ruffled Pakistani
feathers with his rather sharp reference to “state-
sponsored and cross-border terrorism,” which he
said, “‘threatens peace and stability at national, re-
gional and international levels.” He was speaking at
the ministerial conference of the summit on Tues-
day.

While Dr. Joshi clarified that he had not referred to
Pakistan but raised a general issue worrying the in-
ternational community, read in the context of In-
dia’s difficulties with state-sponsored cross-border
terrorism in Kashmir, the message was not lost on
observers. Replying to questions from Indian jour-
nalists, Dr. Joshi ruled out any contact with Pakistan
on the sidelines of the summit. In any case there had
been no feelers from Pakistan, he said but even if
there were, he would not bite them.

“This is not the occasion,” he said reiterating In-
dia’s known position that Pakistan must first create
conditions for talks. The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, he pointed out, had already stated
that there must be a “demonstrable evidence” of
Pakistan stopping cross-border terrorism in Kashmir
before talks could be held.

Asked if he thought Pakistan would raise the Kash-
mir issue at the summit, Dr. Joshi said that rules and
conventions did not permit raising bilateral disputes
but if Pakistan did India would certainly respond.
“We have the right to reply.” Even as officials tried to
play down the “Pakistan angle,” Dr. Joshi was more

forthcoming on the issue saying Islamabad was al-
ready reported to be “lobbying” with officials of oth-
er countries. He did not rule out Pakistan making an
“oblique” reference to its problems with India when
the Pakistani Foreign Minister Mr. Abdus Sattar, and
its chief executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, address
the summit.

“In his speech yesterday, Dr. Joshi called for “col-
lective action” by the countries of the North as well
as the South on important global issues such as
“cross-border terrorism, drug-trafficking and other
such problems.”

“In this connection it need hardly be emphasised
that terrorism, particularly state-sponsored and
cross-border terrorism, threatens peace and stability
at national, regional and international levels... The
U.N. therefore must facilitate strengthening of in-
ternational cooperation in order to combat terror-
ism and its nexus with trafficking in drugs, arms and
persons as well as with money laundering,” he de-
clared. There couldn’t have been a less “oblique”
reference to Pakistan, according to observers.

The rest of his speech focussed on greater demo-
cratisation of the U.N. and acceptance of the “prin<
ciple of sovereignty of member-states.” Dr. Joshi
later said that during the debate, ministers from al-
most all countries expressed concern about the fu-
ture of third world economies, and the
“shortcomings” in the new world economic order.
“Trade, not aid” was the theme of the debate with
participants emphasising that what the developing
countries needed was a more equitable trade regime
rather than handouts in the form of aid.

Meanwhile as officials wrestled to formulate the
final declaration India was almost certain that its
views on democracy and sustainable development
would be incorporated.
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RIME MINISTER ¥ Atal
wwarml Vajpayee  on
Tuesday set certain pre-

~conditions for resumption of dia-
logue with Pakistan saying
Islamabad should admit its
Kargil mistake and promise to
implement all previous agree-
ments between the two
countries, including hon-
ouring of border treaty.

Addressing a public
meeting in Karamsad,
Vajpayee said India
realised the importance
of talks with Pakistan,
but before initiating the dia-
logue Pakistan must own up its
mistake in intruding in Kargil,
stop sponsoring terrorism in
India and anti-India propagan-
da and promise to honour all
previous agreements between
the two countries.

Vajpayee said Pakistan had
been carrying out anti-India
and anti-Hindu campaign right
from the birth of Pakistan.

Asserting Emmw&m wanted

B2 N

this, however, could not be a
one-sided affair.

Questioning Pakistan’s sin-
cerity in holding talks, the
Prime Minister said: “Pakistani
leaders day come let us have
talks. What talks? once we
held talks and Kargil took
place.” Vajpayee said: “One
third of Kashmir is with
! Pakistan and some other
areas (of the state) and
this would come up dur-
ing talks, if and when
uwmm.ﬂm.:

g He said just as
PA%% Bangladesh parted ways
with Pakistan, Pakistan would
be disintegrated as it was get-
ting increasingly isolated in the
comity of nations.

In 'in apparent reference
to Cli ton’s advice to
Pakistay to stop sponsoring
terrorisi . and resume talks
with India, Vajpayee said:
“Foreizn powers are now ask-
ing our neighbour to live and
peace A d solve their problems
througl‘alogue.” —PTI
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troops and militants close to the international
border running along India’'s western coast
state of Gujarat, an Indian military official and state
radio said on Tuesday.
But there was no official confirmation of a
build-up, and the country’s national security advis-
: er said he was not aware of it. A Pakistani army

]
w.ﬁﬁmﬁﬁé HAS moved a large number of

! spokesman branded the allegation “a lie.”

“We are aware they have moved troops up in

i that area,” an Indian military official said, adding it

could be a ploy to divert attention from the Line of
Control (LoC) in Kashmir. “The LoC, after all, is the
main theatre they want to keep alive.”

Tensions are running high on the Kashmir con-

 trol line dividing India and Pakistan and in the

rebellion-torn Kashmir valley, where there has
been a spate of spectacular attacks on Indian army
installations and minority civilian communities.

All India Radio (AIR) said defence minister
George Fernandes had confirmed a build-up of
i Pakistani troops in the Rann of Kutch region in
western India, but said there was no need for
concern.

:...mwm mo<m\55m5 is vigilant and monitoring all

r talks with Pakistax.

mobilising troops: India

developments and taking steps to deal with any
eventuality,” AIR quoted him as saying. About
3,000 Indian troops are on guard in the Rann of
Kutch area, a military official said in Gujarat.

Brajesh Mishra, India’s national security advis-
er, told Reuters he was checking on the reported
massing of troops. “I am not aware of it,” he said.
“What 1 am trying to tell you is I have seen
the..report and I'm checkinguponit.”

A Pakistani army spokesman dismissed the
report as part of India’s anti-Pakistan propaganda.
“It is absolutely untrue. It’s a lie,” he said. Tension
between the nuclear-capable arch-rivals has been
running high since last summer’s undeclared war
in Kargil, a mountainous area of the disputed
Himalayan territory of Kashmir. o

That clash was followed by an incident near the
Rann of Kutch, when India shot down a Pakistani
patrol plane, killing 16 people. New Delhi said t
the time that the naval surveillance plane had be )
spying on air defences. B

A Western diplomat in New Delhi said bé.h
sides are jumpy as the summer, which some specu-,
late could bring another conflict, approaches. The
lack of communication lines between them mear’
there was ample room for miscalculation, the di 1/
mat added. — Bet”




/

Our Political Buread-y
NEW DELHI 11 APRIL ' \{U‘

INDIAN RAILWAYS  has

asked for a meeting with its

Pakistani counterparts on
April 14, a day before Pakistan’s
self-imposed deadline to stop the
Samjhauta Express.

Pakistan has said it will cease
to ply the train to India from
April 15, alleging that India has
‘failed to honour its end of the bar-
gain. India, for its part, has said
Pakistan is unwilling to discuss
the issues regarding the train.

The cessation of the train

may hinder movement of
numerous passengers who reg-
ularly travel between the two
countries, but India will not be
too unhappy if Pakistan actually
carries out its threat.
- India has been compla,mmg
‘regularly about the train being a
conduit for arms, drugs and
counterfeit Indian currency.
The intensity of such trafficking
had increased after Kargil, and
in recent months Delhi Police
has made several representa-
tions to the home ministry to
stop the train.

The MEA, however sounded
a note of caution saying the
decision to stop the train should
be in consonance with the over-
all policy on Pakistan. Pakistan
had complained that India had

}%ﬂ( withdrawal of Sérﬁfhauta
| Express may e Indla

1

UP IN ARMS: Relatives of a militant, Thon Mohammed, protest
against his alleged death in custody in Srinagar on Tuesday AP

refused to alternately provide
passenger rail cars and engines
(rolling  stock) for the
Samjhauta Express. The origi-
nal agreement was made in
1976, which was renewed in
1991, and thereafter every
three years.

After the Babri Masijid inci-
dent in 1992, the train plied
only between Lahore and
Attari. Earlier, the line
stretched to Amritsar. Since the
train travelled in Pakistani ter-
ritory, India has not felt the

TR

v

need to supply rolling stock.

This is the crux of the
Pakistani protest. They main-
tain that after 1994, India has
refused to supply rolling stock.
They have now threatened to
stop the train from Saturday.

If Pakistan does indeed do
it, it will save India from mak-
ing the uncomfortable decision
of stopping the train. Both
countries reiterate official
platitudes about continuing the
train, but certainly India's
heart is not in it.
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idia no willing
to talk 60 J&K,

PAKISTAN’S
MILITARY
| ruler General
Perverz
Musharraf,’ on
Monday, said

willing to talk
on the Kashmir issue despite
efforts by his country to revive
the stalled bilateral dialogue.

Gen Musharraf, who arrived \

here on Sunday evening en route
Havana for the Group of 77 (G-
{ 77) pations conference, met
" French foreign minister Hubert
Vedrine and had an hour-leng
discussion over the current itu-
ation in Pakistan.

“I am prepared to meet any-
one, at any time, anywherée in
the world to initiate dialogue
with India on Kashmir but
there is no willingness among
the Indian leadership,” he ﬁ_)ld
journalists after the meeting

He also defended the way
the trial of deposed Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif was
conducted and said “the trial

. could not have been fairer than
what has taken place.”

However, Gen Musharraf
could not give any date Yor
Pakistan’s return to democracy.

Earlier, during his mget-
ing with the visiting Gen

i Musharraf, the French foreign
minister expressed concérn
over the delay in restoration of
democracy in Pakistan and
urged Musharraf to offer
clemency for deposed Prime
Minister = Nawaz  Shazif.

—PTI
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Samjhauta, L'ahoge”
under reWew: Advani

" EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, APRIL8 '~

"RULING out resumption of
dialogue with Pakistan in the pre-
sent scenario; Union Home Minis-
ter L K Advani on Friday said that
the government was reviewing the
continuation,of the Lahore bus
service and the Samjhauta Ex-
press.

Addressing  mediapersons
here, Advani said that keeping in

view the increased support to ter-

ronism from across the border,
there was no point in continuing a
dialogue with Pakistan. “The way
innocent people are being killedin
Kashmir, talks would serve no pur-
pose,” he said. _

‘When asked about the contin-
uatijon of the Lahore bus service,
Advani said that the matter, be-
sides the issue of the Samjhauta
Express, was under the govern-
ment’s consideration, though a fi-
nal decision was yet to be taken.

Though Advani did not explic-
itly say that Sikh jathas would not
be sent to Pakistan, he hinted at it
when he said, “considering the
present state of affairs, it would not
be proper tosend suchjathas.”

Advani said that a congenial at-
mosphere was required for contin-
uing talks with Pakistan for which
India was ready, but the onus of
creating such a conducive atmos-
phere now rested with Pakistan,
for which it would have to stop
cross-border terrorism.

The Home Minister said that
the escalation of trans-border ter-
rorism, through the recent killing
of innocent Sikhs in Kashmir dur-
ing the visit of US President Bill
Clinton, had proved counter-pro-
ductive, as the focus had shifted

us

from the Kashmir issue to the
urge of trans-border terrorism.
He added that the US had en-
dorsed India’s stand on trans-bor-
der terrorism. : :

Regarding talks with militants
in Kashmir, Advani said that the
government was open for such
talks as had been conducted in Na-
galand, provided the militants first
laid down their arms.

The Home Minister added
that the recent release of some
Hurriyat leaders was a step to-
wards creating a congenial atmos-
phere for talks.

“The release of three top Hur- ‘

riyat leaders was not a casual act,

but a well thought out process
which had been set in motion in |

the past several months to initiate

peace in Kashmir,” he said, adding
that the Centre had not yet taken
any decision on holding talks with
militantsin J-K.

Advani refused to'comment on

whether his Cabinet colleague !
Murli Manohar Joshi and he him- |

self should resign as both of them
were chargesheeted in the Babri
Masjkl demolition case. In his ca-
pacity as Home Minister, Advani
said, he would not like to comment
onthe demand.

He also said that he would not
like to comment on the NDA de-
mand for resignation of Bihar
Chief Minister Rabri Devi, in view
of her being chargesheeted in the
disproportionate assets case.

Advani called upon various po-
litical parties for seriously consid-

ering the issue of election reforms, |

on which the Election Commis-
sion had also convened a meeting
on April 30. He also urged consid-
eration of the idea of indirect polls
to the Rajya Sabha.
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ornered Pakistan pla 5/

another salvo

UNITED NATIONS: Facing
growing worldwide isolation over
its stand on Kashmir and demands
to stop cross-border terrorism,

Pakistan is trying once again to

launch a diplomatic campaign at

e UN in a bid to malign India.

It took the first step on Wednes-
day in this direction when its new
UN ambassador Shamshad Ahmad
met security council president
Robert Fowler of Canada to, what

i Ahmad called, “brief him about the
volatile situation south Asia.”

Later, the Pakistan mission to the
UN took an unusual step of issuing
a press release giving Mr Ahmad’s
version of the meeting, which al-
leged India’s “belligerence and con-
tinued repression” in Jammu and
Kashmir was responsible for the
volatile situation.

The meeting came within hours of
home minister L.K. Advani offering
to hold talks with militants within
the parameters of the constitution
and provided they lay down arms.

A source, on condition of
anonymity, told that Mr Ahmad’s
present plan was to continue his
meetings with ambassadors, espe-
cially future council presidents.
Each member of the council holds
the presidency for one month.

inst India®

Diplpmats said there was no
iop of the council taking up
the issue\or discussing the situation
in the regign. A spokesperson of the
Canadian UN mission confirmed
the meeting and said Mr Fowler
would brief other members of the
council on the issue as desired by
Mr Ahmad but couldd%t give any
date or time for it. Qv g

In the release, Mt Ahmad, who
presented his credentials to secre-
tary-general Kofi Annan only on
March 3, said he “apprised” Mr
Fowler of the doctrine of “limited
war enunciated by the Indian de-
fence minister (George Fernandes)
in the context of India-Pakistan re-
lations.”He also drew Mr Fowler’s
attention to the secretary general’s

-recent statement in which he had

underlined the need to find a politi-
cal solution to the Kashmir issue.

Mr Ahmad was apparently refer-
ring to the statement issued by Mr
Annan on March 21 expressing
outrage at massacre of 35 Sikhs by
militants in Kashmir.

Mr Ahmed said he also informed
Mr Fowler of General Pervez
Musharraf’s recent “formal offer” to
India for resumption of dialogue at
“any time, any place and at any level
without any preconditions.” ey

THE TIMES OF INDIA

» ~ o
. 7 Af'ﬂ N A



J/dm deelines

nt s

NEW DELHY India on Thursday
refrained fromg reacting to Pak-
istan’s deposel prime minister
Nawaz Sharif getting life imprison-
ment for 25 yeays on being held
guilty of hljackmg and terrorism by
a special court in Karachi. 7y,

“We have no comments to offer,”
an external affairs ministry
spokesperson told reporters when
official response was sought to the
court verdict, termed by Mr Sharif as
“‘engineered” by Pakistani military
ruler General Pervez Musharraf.

The Congress described as an
“internal affalr” of Pakistan the life

ter awaz s

“Pakistan is a soverign state, We do
not believe in interfering in their in-
ternal matters”, Congress spokesman
Ajit Jogi told reporters when asked
to comment on the development. He
replied in similar vein when asked
whether the visit of U.S. President
Bill Clinton to Islamabad recently
had helped the deposed Prime Min-
ister to avoid death penalty.

Asked about government plan to
hold dialogue with militants in
Kashmir, he said that the Congress
had always maintained that dia-
logue, discussions and negotiations
must be held within the framework
of the constitution.

i *Tﬁsposexv;



L7 % By K. K. Katyal

NEW DELHI, APRIL 4, The Niaz Naik episode and related
developmefts have proved — if at all a proof was
needed — that the prospects for the resumption of
the India-Pakistan dialogue are dim at the moment.
Likewise, it is not realistic to hope for an early meet-
ing of the SAARC summit, postponed at India’s in-
stance, in the wake of the coup in Pakistan.
Reports in the Pakistani Press that Mr. Niaz Naik, a
former Foreign Secretary who was engaged in back-
channel contacts before the military takeover in Isla-
mabad, would utilise his two- day stay here now for
“secret meetings” with the Indian side only served
to evoke strong disclaimers by official spokesmen.

They reiterated, with increased emphasis, that the
end of cross-border terrorism was a must for a fresh
engagement with Pakistan. Mr. Naik who attended a
meeting of the Coalition for Action on South Asian
Caoperation (CASAC) yesterday returned to Islama-
bad today. He did not see any one in the Govern-
ment.He had sought a meeting with the former
Prime Minister, Mr. 1. K.Gujral, but subsequently
cancelled it.

Before his arrival here, Mr. Naik appeared to have
sounded the Indian representatives in the CASAC on
the possibility of meetings with the National Security
Adviser, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, the Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Lalit Mansingh, and, perhaps, for a call on the
Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee. There was, how-
ever, no follow-up in view of the strong official oppo-
sition to contacts with [slamabad, open or secret, in
the midst of the Pakistan-sponsored militancy in
Jammu and Kashmir.

As for the SAARC, India stuck to its opposition to a
summit because of the situation, created by the dis-
missal of the democratic Government in Pakistan.
The South Asian heads were to get together in Kath-
mandu for their scheduled meeting some time back,
but the plan had to be given up.

The SAARC Secretary General, Mr. Nihal Rodri-
guez, who met the Foreign Secretary yesterday, was
told that India was against the starting of the summit
process and, as such, did not favour the idea of con-
vening either the meeting of Ministers or the Foreign
Secretaries. However, it would not stand in the way
of sectoral meetings of the Ministers, if suggested by
the technical committee.

-~

tar - -

o Prospects for talks
with Pakistan dim ¢

-
G-

If the continued opposition to the SAARC summit
signified New Delhi's views against the military
coup, the cold- shouldering of the moves for fresh
dialogue was intended not to let Pakistan fudge the
issue of terrorism. The Pakistani Press reports on Mr.
Niaz Naik’s “secret mission’” were based on his spe-
cial position (he enjoyed the confidence of the mil-
itary rulers in the same way as of the former Prime
Minister, Mr. Nawaz Sharif). His visit here was, thus,
seen as an extension of the back-channel diplomacy
he had been engaged in after the Lahore visit of Mr.
Vajpayee in February last year.

Mr. Naik's mission was not interrupted even by
Kargil. The earlier impression that Mr. Naik was on
the wrong side of the military leadership because of
his public comments on Kargil before the coup was
belied by subsequent developments.

Had the military rulers been unhappy with him, he
would not have been allowed to go to Kathmandu,
for the meeting of CASAC in December last year —
he was accompanied by Mr. Javed Jabar, who later
became virtually the Information Minister — and
then to Colombo for another South Asian group. Mr.
Naik, it appears, had kept Gen. Pervez Musharraf
posted with the back-channel contacts with India.

The Pakistani view on the present situation, as
expressed by Mr. Naik and another colleague of his,
in informal discussions, was on the known lines. A
strong case was made for the resumption of the dia-
logue and the Indian apposition was sought to be
countered with several arguments — one, that the
Pakistani authorities did not exercise control over
the Kashmiri militant groups and two, that delay by
India in resuming the dialogue would only help to
sideline the moderate elements in Pakistan.

When told that India expected Islamabad to take
the first step (of controlling terrorist activities), the
Pakistani argument was as follows — it would be
difficult for the General to make a move in this direc-
tion unless there was an evidence of reduction in
military activities in Jammu and Kashmir.

According to reports from Islamabad, Pakistani
sources had spoken of a suggestion by New Delhi for
a meeting between the ISI chief and his Indian coun-
terpart bt had expressed doubts about the utility of
step. New Delhi discounted the maove, as-
to India.
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__A spirited defence’of peace

>
%v go‘N/
By Mahesh Vijapurkar

MUMBAI, APR. 4. Bonhomie, lots of
banter and quite some beer
marked the get-together of vis-
iting Pakistanis — all non-offi-
cials — and Indians at a funch
here soon after they arrived from
Karachi by air to travel by train
to Bangalore for an Indo-Pakis-
tan peace conference.

At hand to meet with them at a
suburban restaurant, all of which
was booked for the guests, were
left intellectuals and activists
who had visited Pakistan for ear-
lier editions of such confabula-
tions.

If Mr. Kaifi Azmi sat at a table,
with virtually every visiting Pa-
kistani making a beeline for pay-
ing his respects to the man and
his poetry, walking around to
greet them was Mr. A. K.Hangal,
kingpin of the Indian Peoples
Theatre Movement, who was o0s-
tracised in the past by film-mak-
ers because he chose to attend a
Pakistan Day on an August 14
evening. The Shiv Sena had trig-
gered that unofficial, unspoken
ban.

But today, he seemed a re-
lieved man. “I am coming from a
shoot for a film with Amir Khan,”
he said.

Mr. Javed Akhtar, Mr. Saeed
Mirza of Salim Langre Pe Mat Ro
and Nukkad teleserial fame who
looked on quite bemused at the
effervescent camaraderie of Indi-
ans and Pakistanis, conversing
amid the hum of the gathering
where no speeches were made.

The constituents of the delega-
tion were matched quite well —
teachers, businessmen, even Mr.
Dalpat Sonavaria, who as a
Hindu once advised the Pakista-
ni Government on minorities’ af-
fairs and spoke Gujarati like a
native of the Western Indian
State — on both sides.

Not much, of discussion could
take place with everyone wanting
to talk to everyone else who was

S

A Pakistani schoolteacher, Ms. Sanaber Nazir and her two

s and harmony

daughters arriving in Mumbai on Tuesday. A delegation of 114
Pakistani lawyers, doctors and journalists are in India to
participate in Wednesday’s Indo-Pakistan People’s Friendship
Council in Bangalore. -— AP

a member of the delegation, with
labels announcing a name and
the body: Pakistan-India Peo-
ple’s Forum for Peace and De-
mocracy. It was as though Kargil
had not happened and if it had,
then the visitors hoped it would
never happen again.

A visitor, Mr. Mohammad Ali
Shah, who works among fisher-

men, said, “people want peace
between the two countries. If the
two Governments decide, it can
be so.” Like others, he favoured
people-to-people contacts.
There were quesuons aplenty
from both sides. Was the media
free in “your Mumbai or does it
buckle under the Shiv Sena?, Do
you get beer in Karachi as easily

as here?” To this, the response
was “yes, lots of it but from the
bootleggers even if it is made in
Pakistan itself.” ‘‘Family plan-
ning?” Yes, “there are religious
obstacles” but “people are ac-
cepting it because small families
mean happiness; they realise
that.” A gulp of beer in between
two questions was normal.

It was a hot afternoon here and
the AC too meagre for the restau-
rant which was chock-full of peo-
ple.

The team is leaving for Banga-
lore by train. Part of the bigger
delegation is to reach Bangalore,
having arrived at Attari by the
Samjhauta Express after it was
refused permission to cross the
border on foot.

The bus for the visitors from
the airport to the resting place in
Juhu-Vile Parle Scheme and then
for their engagements including
this lunch was provided with a
police escort.

Convention today

Our Bangalore Staff Reporter
reports:

Governance and democracy,
de-militarisation and de- nucle-
arisation, women's struggles, re-
ligious tolerance and Kashmir
would be discussed at the three-
day joint convention of Pakistani
and Indian people scheduled to
start here on Thursday. About
200 Indians and Pakistani dele-

gates would attend the event Ad- |

miral Mr.Ramdas (retd),
president of the Pakistan-India
People’s Forum for Peace and
Democracy (PIPFPD), India, said
here today.

“All discussions will focus on
the situation within each country
and the relationship between
them. Plans will once again be
made regarding people’s initia-
tives to defuse tension and de-
mands will be put forth to the
governments in this regard,” Ad-
miral Ramdas added.




%Eistan accuses India\
Ofshoylng belligerence

Mubashir Zaidl '/ / \

Islamabad, April 1
PAKISTAN HAS regrett

India’s rejection of its offe!

for resumption of dialogue to
resolve the outstanding disputes
between the two countries.

“It is highly regrettable. This
reflects that India wants to contin-
ue with its belligerent attitude,”
Foreign Office spokesman Tariq
Altaf said in a statement.

The spokesman alleged that
India had adopted negative and
belligerent attitude for quite some
time and referred to the provoca-
tive and aggressive statements of
Indian leaders against Pakistan in
this respect,

“India has been avoiding to enter
into dialogue with Pakistan to
resolve the disputes between the
two countries. The rejection of
Pakistan’s offer shows that India
wants to continue with its aggres-

sive designs which is highly regret-
table,” Altaf further said:

He expressed the hope that India
would heed international calls for
the settlement of issues through
dialogue between the two coun-

Benazir warning

FORMER PRIME Minister
and PPP chairperson Benazir
Bhutto has warned the military
regime that it would find itself
more isolated in the world come
munity if ousted Premier Nawaz
Sharif was awarded death
penalty. “Let’s be professional
in principles. It is wrong to hang
prime ministers. Nawaz may
have been a bad ruler, he may
have misgoverned, but you do
not hang a person for that,” she
said in an interview with BBC.
HTC, Isiamabad

tries. He called upon the interna-
tional community to take notice of,
what he claimed, India’s negati
attitude. “Pakistan’s sincerity for

TRE HINDUSTAN TMED
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the negotiated settlement is evi-
dent from the fact that Pakistan at
the highest level announced its
readiness for the resumption of
dialogue,” Altaf said citing the
recent statement of General
Pervez Musharraf that Pakistan
was ready for a dialogue with
India, anywhere, at any time and at
any level.

Meanwhile, Pakistani media also
blasted India for rejecting its talks
offer.. . ..

Dawn in its editorial said
General Musharraf has just made
an important gesture by saying that
Pakistan will not insist on media-
tion but is ready to hold direct
talks with India. “What more does
India want”, the paper observed.

“The trouble seems to be that _
India is basking in the warm a
glow of the Clinton visit per-
haps drawing the wrorg conclu-
sions from it,” th€ paper said
inks that there is

engaging Pakistan in a
e ‘it is grossly mistaken’. /l

e




_Peace activists insist
on walking across

Wagah

‘(\Q By Amit Baruah( ¥

(PIPFD) have made a last-minute
appeal to the Government of In-
dia to allow them to cross the Wa-
gah border “on foot” tomorrow to

attend a conference a ﬁ&“e
from April 6-8. a\m s ’[@

Dr. Mubashir Hasan, a PIPF
activist, telephoned this corre-
spondent from Lahore to say that
in case they were not allowed to
cross the border “on foot”, they
would stage a sit- in.

Over 200 persons had been giv-
en visas to attend the Bangalore
conference, but unlike on previ-
ous occasions New Delhi had not
permitted them to cross on foot.
During the Forum'’s conference in
Calcutta (1996) and Peshawar
(1997), the Indian and Pakistani
Governments had allowed them
to walk across.

Asked if the Government of Pa-
kistan had given them the permis-
sion to use the land route (which
is open only to third country na-
tionals and diplomats), Dr. Hasan
said they would “defy” Pakistani
authorities if necessary.

A source in the Indian High
Commission stated that visas had
been issued and the delegates
could go by air, train or bus. They
had been promised expeditious
clearance if they chose to go by
the Samjhauta Express.

THE HINDU
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/Pﬁk takes cautious stand over India’s overture

The Times of India News Service & Agencies

ISLAMABAD. Responding to Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s announcement of an
extension of the ceasefire in Jammu and
Kashmir, Pakistan said that it had a “positive
tone”. However, Pakistan’s foreign office
spokesman Riaz Mohammad Khan said that
the announcement fell “short of a clear
response to its initiative an early start to
negotiations for a set t of the Kashmir
dispute”. )‘/}

Foreignl;rynﬂs Abdul Sattar, #eanphile,
told the BBC tHat Pakistan was “watching very
closely every word that is being said” by Mr
Vajpayee and “every other senior leader in
India”. “What we hear is good. But what we
would like to see is the same thing conveyed to
us officially, so that we can set the stage for the
commencement of a dialogue in consultation
with the representatives of the Kashmiri peo-
ple,” Mr Sattar said.

“Conditional statements have been emanat-

e

R i e B e ———

ing from New Delhi for nearly three weeks and
show a certain amount of reluctance on India’s
part to respond to Pakistan’s response for
talks,” Mr Khan said. “India clearly needs to
make up its mind about a meaningful dialogue
as Pakistan envisages a comprehensive
approach,” he added.

Meanwhile, India said that it welcomed any
steps taken by Pakistan for reduction of tension
in the region, but rejected Islamabad’s sugges-
tion that New Delhi do the same.

Soon after Mr Vajpayee’s announcement
that the Ramzan truce in J&K could be
extended, General Pervez Musharraf respond-
ed by announcing a partial pull-back of troops
from the border.

External affairs ministry spokesman R.S.
Jassal said that Islamabad’s assertion on troop
reductions had to be verified by the army.

“The defence ministry is assessing the ground
situation and we can comment on this only after
evaluation of Pakistan’s claim,” he said.

Referring to Pakistan’s demand that India
reduce its troops, the spokesman said the forces’
strength was determined by the defence ministry
in response to the threat “that we face from the
encouragement, abetment and incitement of ter-
rorism in J&K and the infiltration of terrorists,
particularly foreign terrorists, into the Valley”.

He referred to the “unrealistic and inaccu- |,
rate assessment of the Pakistan spokesman’s
remarks on the strength of security forges
deployed in the state”. t{

The point at issue, as India sees it, is t
Pakistan can withdraw troops as it does not
need to guard against infiltration. For India,
exposed to constant infiltration of terrorists
and mercenaries, the issue is entirely different.

Meanwhile, defence minister George
Fernandes dismissed Pakistan’s claim of having
withdrawn its troops from the Line of Control to
the cantonments, saying it was physically impos-
sible to do so in such a short time-frame. (agencies)
P See Edit: India’s Olive Branch, Page 10
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India to wait and
watch
pulloul r

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
& Agencies

- NEW DELHI, Dec. 21. — Des-
pite the Pakistan government’s
declaration of partial troops

- pullout from the LoC, India will
not follow suit till there is en-
ough evidence of such a move,

Mr George Fernandes was
sceptical about Pakistan’s
announcement and said the
government would first verify
whether Pakistan was indeed
pulling out troops,

“We have to understand what
this claim means., How can
troops be withdrawn overnight
from high up in the mountain-
ous terrain that marks the
LoC? In such a short time, you
can’t even shift a company of
troops,” the defence minister
said. He pointed out that Pakis-
tan army had not specified the
zeas from where :31 was wit}i;

rawing troops, or the strengt

of the supposed pullout.
- Equally sceptical, Mr Farocog
Abdullah gaid: “Islamabad’s
claim will have to be taken
with a pinch of salt as history is
witness that when we were
initiating friendship in Lahore,
Pakistan was pushing its
troops in Kargil.”

Besides, India was not in a
“position to verify the Pakis-
tani claim”, he said after a
high-level meetmg chaired by

{ Mr LK Advani, The meeting
' was also attended by My Fern-
andes, Mr Kamal Pande, home
secret , Mr Shyamal Dutta,
IB chlef and the BSF director-
general, Mr Gurbachan Jagat.

~ The Pakistan army maintain-

' ed that troops had indeed

l started moving back. “We are

| not Just making announce-

| ments,” the director-general of
| Inter Semces Public Relations,

Brig Rashid Qureshi, told BBC.
“It is now up to India to reci-
procate by pulling its troops

] from the LoC and making a

l headway for talks.”

l Senior Indian officials,

! however, were of the opinion

be

APHC decides
to meet ultras

in Pakistan/
SRINAGAR, Dec. 21. — The
Hurriyat Conference today
decided to send a delegation
to Pakistan on 15 January to

initiate talks with the mili-
tant leadership to carry for-

ward the peace moves “initi-
ated by India and Pakistan”.

The Hurriyat described as
“bold steps” India’s extension
of the ceasefire and Pakis-
tan’s partial pullback of
forces.

Hurriyat bosses are believed
to have talked to the Lashkar
chief, Hafiz Muhammad Sa-
eed, and the Hizbul supreme
commander and chairman of
the United Jehad Council,
Syed Salahuddin, last night,

However, Mr Farooq Abdul-
lah said there was no need to
talk to Hurriyat leaders as
they would only toe the line
fed from across the border.
“These people are like black
crows, no matter how much
detergent you apply, they will
remain black. If the Centre
wants to talk to the Hurriyat,
I will not create any hind-
rance. But for god’s sake, one
should understand that talk-

~ SNS & PTI -

that such a decision would be
“far too premature” as the
Pakistani troops pulled back, if
any, might be those that were
on the border participating in
exercises and war games, not
troops on the LoC. Pakistani
forces are still occupying seve-
ral sensitive positions along the
LoC, they added.

Nor have Pakistani army
officials informed their Indian
counterparts about such a
withdrawal, The Director-
General of Military Operations

A 9

esponse

m them means takagto

e

of ¢he Indian Army speaks over’
thte phone with his Pakistani
ounterpart every Tuesday.
There was no communication
about any pullout this time.
The Pakistan High Commi-
ssion said troops were already
moving back towards the |
cantonments but “necessary |
safeguards have been taken |
against any possible Indian ||
misadventure across the LoC”.
Meanwhile, reacting to India’s
decision to extend the Ramzan
ceasefire, the Pakistan foreign
office spokesman, Mr Riaz
Mohammad Khan, said it had a
“positive tone” but fell short of
Islamabad’s expectdtions.
Closer home, the decision
came under heavy attack from
the Panthers Party chief, Mr
Bhim Singh, who alleged that
the NDA government was
toeing the RSS line based on
the Dixon formula aimed at
making Kashmir a buffer state. |
Stating that a month of cease-
fire saw the emergence of two
strong “negative” forces — the
RSS and the Jamaat-e-Islami
— he said the activities of both
were creating insecurity among |
Kashmiris, *
However, Army officers say
encounters in the valley have
gone down during the ceasefire.
Winter normally reduces
‘action’ in the area, but this
time, local militants appear to
be less active.

=N resolution !

Pakistan today said the UN |
Security Council’s resolutions |
on Kashmir could not be |
invalidated with the lapse of |
time. Reacting to Mr Atal]
Behari Vajpayee’s statement
that UN resolutions on self- |
determination in Kashmir had |
become outdated after 50 |
years, Mr Riaz Mohammad |
Khan said Pakistan’s stand on \
Kashmir was still based on the
resolutions for plebiscite. :




\/\9 A By Shujaat Bukhari ’)ﬂ/

JAMMU, DEC. 21. The All-Party Hurriyat Cdnference
has decided to send a delegation of leaders'to Pakis-
tan on January 15 to continue the peace process set
in motion by the Government’s extension of the cea-
sefire in Jammu and Kashmir and Pakistan’s re-
sponse to it. The party described both initiatives as
“bold and appreciable”.

The APHC executive, which met at Mirwaiz House,
residence of the former chairman, Mirwaiz Umer
Faroog, discussed the two developments. Chaired by
the APHC chairman, Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat, the
meeting was attended by Syed Ali Shah Geelani (Ja-

Hurriyat team to VISIt ng on Jan. 15

mat -e-Islami), Mr. Abdul%one (People’s Con-
ference), Moulvi Abbas Ansari
(Tttehad-ul-Muslimeen), Mohammad Yaseen Malik
JKLF), Mirwaiz Umer Farooq (Awami Action Com-
mittee} and Sheikh Abdul Aziz (People’s League).
Briefing mediapersons later, Mr. Yaseen Malik said
the extension of the ceasefire and Pakistan’s with-
drawal of troops along a section of the LoCwere
“bold steps”. In a bid to take the peace process for-
ward, the APHC had decided to send a delegation to
Pakistan, which would interact with different sec-
tions of society as also the militant leaders, to find a
permanent solution to the Kashmir issue.

Hizb, Lashkar apprised: Page 13
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‘India plans

Px

By C. Raja Mohan ”9 ‘ er Gove n{ea/oﬁiéy issues.

NEW DELHI, DEC. 21. India and Pa-
kistan are inching towards a
dialogue, but peace talks are
unlikely to begin until the two
sides find a way to bridge their
differences over the shape of
' the table, say highly-placed
sources in the Government.

Pakistan’s insistence on “tri-

partite” talks on Kashmir — in-
volving India, Pakistan and the
Hurriyat leadership — is said to
be the biggest remaining obsta-
cle to the resumption of a full-
scale dialogue in the near fu-
ture.

The ‘“exploratory steps” In-
dia plans to initiate with Pakis-
tan are aimed at resolving the
differences on how to structure
the dialogue. In that sense, the
“exploratory steps” are being
described by diplomatic ob-
servers here as “talks about
talks”. ’

The Government is yet to
make up its mind on the nature
and form of the impending pre-
negotiations. There are many
channels — both formal and in-
formal — through which “talks
about talks” can be conducted.

The simplest one, of course,
would be through the diplo-
matic missions. The High Com-
missioner in either country is a

senior diplomatand fuily capa-
ble of negotiating with the oth-

The fogm of the conversation,
however, may be less impor-
tant than the substantive dif-
ferences over the question of
“tripartite” talks. Pakistan
claims that an appearance at
least of a “‘three-way” process
on Jammu and Kashmir is an
important face saver domesti-
cally for its future engagement
with India.

New Delhi has already reject-
ed the concept of “tripartite”
talks. India can in no way coun-
tenance its own citizens sitting
at a negotiating table with an-
other nation. Further, New Del-
hi  cannot accept the
proposition that the Hurriyat is
the sole representative of the
popular opinion in Jammu and
Kashmir.

India, however, is ready to
begin parallel talks on Kashmir
— one with Pakistan and the
other with the various groups
in Kashmir, including the Hur-
riyat. But New Delhi, sources
here insist, will never accept a
table for three.

According to diplomatic ob-
servers here, the way out may
lie in the possibility of opening
a third track of talks between
Pakistan and the Hurriyat. The
Government has already hinted
that it may let those Kashmiri
leaders who want to engage Pa-
kistan travel thfre/The Hurri-
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‘talks about talks’

yat could always hold talks with
India separately.

Beyond the differences over
the shape of the table, there is
the residual question of cross-
border terrorism. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, acknowledged in Parlia-
ment yesterday a discernible
reduction in some aspects of
cross-border terrorism during
the last few weeks of ceasefire.

But he also pointed to the
current unacceptable levels of
infiltration and violence and
made a specific reference to the
continuing terrorist activity by
the jehadi groups in Jammu
and Kashmir.

India cannot begin and con-
duct a serious dialogue with
Pakistan in an atmosphere in
which Islamabad is free to fo-
ment violence in Kashmir
through the jehadi groups. Pa-
kistan’s claim that it has no
control over these groups en-
joys little credibility here. India
would want Pakistan to rein in
the jehadi groups before the
talks begin.

No one in the Government is
willing to specify a timeframe
for concluding the proposed
“talks about talks”. But analy-
sts here say it will be at least a
month or two before the two
sides complete the exploratory |
phase, which could thenlead to
a resumption of the dialogue.




