coming closer

o India;
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N C Menon X\/\,
Washington, March 31
CONGRESSMAN FRANK

Pallone, Jr, New Jersey Democrat
and founder of the Congressional
India Caucus, who accompanied
President Clinton on his recent
trip to South Asia, said in an
address to the House of
Representatives that as a result of
the visit, he hoped to see signifi-
cant changes in US South Asia
policies in favour of India.

Pallone said the President's trip
sent a message to the US
Administration "about which
South Asian nation can be relied
upon to be an effectivg partner for
the US in the years to come _
namely, India _ and which South
Asian nation stands in direct oppo-
sition to America's interests and

valueyafﬂely, Pakistan."

Pallong \

Meanwhile,
Sherrowd Brown, congratulated
Clinton on his successful trip to
India, “the largest democracy and
a pivotal player in the world.”

Pallone added: “President
Clinton went to South Asia with an
agenda of promoting peace, stabil-
ity, regional integration, democra-
cy, trade, market reforms and the
settlement of disputes through
negotiation. India's elected leaders
embraced this agenda. Pakistan's
military dictatorship ignored it."

“In marked contrast to India’s
elected Prime Minister, Pakistan
dictator did not echo the call for a
peaceful solution of the Kashmir
conflict. Instead, despite over-
whelming evidence to the contrary,
the General fell back on the old
claim that Pak had nothing to do

with sending forces across the Line
of Control last year,” he adde _/

rd
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(’0 By Harish Khar ¢
NEW LHI, AUG. 2. The United
States has expressed its sympa-
thies and support to India in the
aftermath of the series of mas-
sacres in Jammu and Kashmir in
the last 24 hours, which have re-
sulted in over 90 deaths. The
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, rang
up the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, this evening to
express his - disapproval of the
wanton killings and promised to
“speak to the leaders of Pakistan
and do everything possible to
contain such activities.” The
American President also “ex-
pressed his admiration for the
Prime Minister’s positive re-
sponse to the ceasefire offer of
the Hizbul Mujahideen.”

This expression of support has
come as a big relief to the Vaj-
payee establishment which was
beginning to feel just a bit rattled
after the militants staged a vir-
tual death dance in Jammu and
Kashmir. A high ranking official
of the administration described
the President’s 10-minute tele-
phonic talk as “‘significant” and a
clear enunciation of the Ameri-

can stance of support for the in-
cipient “pe process” in
Jammu ang-Kashmir.

w up killings

On his part, the Prime Minister
pointed out to Mr. Clinton that
the massacres of the last 24
hours fell into a pattern of “every
peace initiative being responded
to with terrorist acts sponsored
by Pakistan.” He cited the Kargil
intrusion which followed the La-
hore initiative and the Chatti-
singpura massacre during Mr.
Clinton’s visit.

Mr. Vajpayee told the Ameri-.

can President that it would be
difficult for India to “exercise re-
straint in the face of such out-

_@linton calls up PM, to take
with Pakistan

rages.” Consequently, there
could be no basis for any kind of
“meaningful dialogue with Pa-
kistan”. Nonetheless, Mr. Vaj-
payee assured him that ‘“the
peace process in Jammu and
Kashmir would continue.”

The Indian Government is in-
clined to see three elements in
the American President’s mess-
age. First, a clear-cut expression
of support in the face of such
dastardly acts of terrorism; sec-
ond, an indirect acknowledge-
ment of the Pakistani culpability
for the cold-blooded killings on
such an extensive scale as has
been witnessed in the last 24
hours; and, third, an endorse-
ment of the peace process with
the Hizbul.

This expression of unequivocal
support for the Vajpayee Govern-
ment's Kashmir initiative could
not have come at a better time,
because the ruling establishment
was finding it difficult to answer
the perception at home that the
Government was allowing the
U.S. to dictate a “peace” agenda;
armed with the words of support
from the American President, the
Vajpayee regime need not, at
least for now, bat on the back
foot.

.1"_!?’5""" B ogre

TPy
Hakan g

r C A g

=3 AU 2



|

4+ EYE ON AMBRICA
India shoul t US support on Kashmir
ENIOR foreign offide mandarins insist no policy initiative

on Kashmir is happgning with an eye on September when
Vajpayee visits the UJ. They may be right in the obvious
sense that the opportunity, dynamics and dangers of the pre-
sent turn in Kashmir do not need the White House to happen.
But equally, the MEA insistence is almost certainly designed
to hide a finer shade of the truth — that it is in India’s inter-
est to keep Washington broadly sympathetic to its stand on
Kashmir, and to that extent all official initiatives will keep, if
not an eye on September, a very eager ear open to
Washington. As happened, for example, with Clinton’s phone
call to Vajpayee following the Amarnath tragedy. In keeping
with the stand he had taken since Kargil, Clinton, in effect,
held the Pakistani Government responsible — music to India’s
ears, and invigorating enough, according to a senior cabinet
minister, to be one of the reasons why Vajpayee’s advisers
quickly put together an all-party mission.

And why not? If the attempts to tackle an infernally compli-
cated domestic situation can be in lock-step with American
approval, this country can only gain. India should, therefore,
be proactive about seeking American support on Kashmir. In
fact, as talks with Hizbul get under way, and nasty saboteurs
get more active, the knowledge that America remains friendly
will do Indian negotiators a power of good. It would be nice, of
course, were MEA mandarins a little more frank about this.

MEA’s other point of severe insistence is “no talks with
Pakistan”. To buttress this, Indian diplomats add that “pres-
sure” from America will not change this position. Again, the
truth is a little different: there’s as of now no real pressure
+ from America. This US administration has abandoned the
 “both are equally to blame” thesis on Kashmir. New Delhi
says its conduct during Kargil did the trick. Closer to the
truth is that Pakistan’s conduct since Vajpayee’s Lahore trip
and through Kargil and up to the coup made it impossible for
the US not to notice the contrast between the two neighbours.
Add to that the fact that India has some exciting economic
possibilities for US business and Pakistan is a virtual basket
case — you don’t have to be the Foreign Secretary to see why
the traditional parity has changed. So, India is, for the
moment, in a position arguably not available to feuding par-
ties elsewhere in the globe. Barak and Arafat talk, with
American supervision; the British and the IRA talk, under
Uncle Sam’s aegis. But New Delhi, thanks to Islamabad, can
ignore the latter’s periodic, and increasingly desperate, diplo-
i matic manoeuvres, and do so with Washington’s unofficial

blessing. Not a bad situation to be in, and it is up to our diplo-

mats to exploit it, even if they don’t admit they are doing so!
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£PM demands
removal of US '

consul-general
A
\

HT Correspondent X
Calcutta, August 7 Qv o '
THE STATE CPI(M) wants UE
Consul-General in the city,
Christropher Richard Sandrolini,
removed.

State party secretary Anil Biswas
today accused Sandrolini of dis~
patching a team to Nanoor to
investigate the recent killings.

“We have specific information
that the US consulate prepared a
confidential report and sent it to
the US Human Rights Comm-
ission,” Biswas said.

The party has assigned Rajya
Sabha member Biplab Dasgupta to
take up the matter with the Prime
Minister.

Biswas lashed out at Sandrolini
saying his party had “reports and
evidence” to prove the Consul-
General’s “involvement” in sending
a team to investigate the killings.

. Deputy Chief Minister Buddhadeb

, Bhattcharjee . has  endorsed
" Biswas's vigw-The Consul-General |
‘was no ailable for comment. !

(HE HINDUSTAN TMES
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E CPI(M) on%\(%;y\ll\r’x?en-

sified its tirade against US
Consul-General Christ-opher
Richard Sandrolini with Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu throwing his
eight behind the party demand
/?c,)r his removal.
“The US consulate in the city
has done wrong. But this is
nothing new. The former US
ambassador to India, Daniel
Patrick Moynihan, had talked of
similar US interventions in the
affairs of West Bengal and
Kerala,” Basu said.
i Backing the State party secre-
tary, Anil Biswas, who has
demanded Sandrolini’s rem-
oval, Basu said: “I support his
stand.” Later, Biswas said party
MP Biplab Dasgupta had writ-
ten to the Prime Minister seek-
ing his intervention.

Smelling a rat in the con- |
sulate’s “investigations” into the |
Nanoor carnage, Biswas said: |
“They are committing a lot of |
nuisance these days.” i
. Naming another consulate |
4 official, Daniel Harsh, Biswas
4 $aid: “I am given to understand
that he is an administrative offi-
{ cer. But he is handling the
i Nanoor probe. He is a CIA
man. Why did he go there with-
out intimating the State
Government?”  HTC, Calcutta
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/Vajpayee s coming visit to Washmgton will

A

help an ongomg process

» What began in Géneva

DIPLOMACY
K.P.NAYAR

tis temp ng, especially if you are
in New Ddlhi, to interpret the con-
versation of the United States
president, Bill Clinton, with the In-
dian prime minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, last week as evidence that
India and the US have buried their past
and are now on the road to close friend-
ship and partnership. Many Indians will
see this as alogical corollary to Clinton’s
successful visit to India in March. To the
average Indian mind, the best rationale
behind such an attitude is, perhaps
Jawaharlal Nehru’s call in the Fifties, al-
- beit to the country’s nascent tourist in-
dustry, to welcome a visitor and send
back a friend. Those Indians who look at
Clinton’s visit through this prism and
link it to any future success of Indo-US
relations forget the lessons of history.
Twenty-two years earlier, Jimimy

Carter too made a visit to India that was -

short neither in paraphernalia nor in at-
mospherics, notwithstanding .New
Delhi’s proximity to Moscow forged in
the Seventies. But in 1978, unlike in 2000,
it was clear to Indians even before
Carter left New Delhi that the welcome
received by the president had made no
impact whatsoever on American policy.
We will write a stiff letter to prime
minister, Morarji Desai, the stubborn
old man, on India’s nuclear policy when
we get back to Washington, Carter had
told an aide, unaware that thousands of
Indians were listening to his words be-
cause a microphone close to the presi-
dent had been switched on by mistake
weven before the function attended by

Carter had begun. Indo-US relations

have taken a turn for the better and the
potential for this relationship in the
decades ahead is immense. But this has
happened not merely because Clinton
made a high profile visit to India.

The upward turn in Indo-US rela-
tions is the result of a process that began
10 years ago when both New Delhi and
Washington realized that the time had
come to look afresh at their engagement
with each other. Indeed, this process it-
self had many false starts and those set-
backs actually offer valuable lessons in
how the current euphoria in Washing-
ton and New Delhi could still be belied.
Actually, Clinton’s visit this year was the
result of a gradual, often difficult, im-
provement in Indo-US relations in the
last decade, not the other way round. Of
all the pitfalls that Indo-US friendship
faces, the biggest is the fundamental
asymmetry in their relationship.

or India, irrespective of which gov-
Fernment is in power, the US repre-

sents the biggest priority in for-
eign policy. But to say that the reverse is
by no means true is to merely state the
obvious. In dealing with the former Sovi-
et Union, it was enough to have periodic
visits at the highest levels, orchestrated
by public demonstrations of support for
such exchanges. What is more, the suc-
cess or failure of those visits was judged

——— - -

by the number of treaties and agree-
ments signed by the two governments.
The very nature of the US political sys-
tem, where decisionmaking is a consen-

" sual process spread across various ele-

ments of the state, prevents replicating
in Washington what was possible in
Moscow.

This makes it imperative that New
Delhi have clearly defined goals and ob-
jectives in dealing with Washington in
very specific areas that it considers to be
important, never mind the “vision state-
ment” endorsed by Vajpayee and Clinton
setting out the broad parameters of fu-
ture Indo-US ties.

Vajpayee’s forthcoming visit to
Washington is an appropriate occasion
to take stock and judge whether this has
been the case with Indo-US relations. It
has been one of the quirks of diplomacy
throughout history that “turning

£ For India, the United

States represents the
biggest priority in
foreign policy ,

points” in relations between states are
often not the ones that receive the public
spotlight or come under scrutiny. The
turning point in ties between Washing-
ton and New Delhi after the end of the
Cold War came during a short flight
from Geneva to Zurich and was preceded
by a crucial meetlng in Geneva between
two Key men in the respective adminis-
trations of Vajpayee and Clinton.:

In June last year, at the height.of the
Kargil fighting, Brajesh Mishra, princi-

pal secretary to the prime minister, trav-
elled to Geneva for a hastily arranged
and unpublicized meeting with Sandy
Berger, national security adviser to Clin-
ton. The meeting was low key, but its re-
sults were electrifying, not only for
India, but for all of south Asia.

he meeting led to a chain of
events: for the first time, the
Americans proclaimed the sancti-
ty of the line of control in Kashmir, they

" sent General Anthony Zinni of the US

central command to Rawalpindi to con-
vince General Pervez Musharraf that
his attempt to alter the LoC must be
abandoned, and finally, Clinton sum-
moned the Pakistan prime minister,
Nawaz Sharif, to Washington to make
him agree to a withdrawal of Pakistani
forces from the heights of Kargil.

After the meeting between Berger

‘and Mishra, the latter left Geneva to fly

back to New Delhi vig Zurich. On the
short flight from Geneva to Zurich,
Mishra had an important co-passenger
— Karl Inderfurth, the assistant secre-
tary of state for south Asia.

At Genevaairport and on the flight to
Zurich, Mishra and Inderfurth had the
opportunity to flush out in greater detail
the key points that emerged at the Gene-
va meeting. Whenever there is peace in
Kashmir, howsoever distant the dream
may be, that peace will be traced to this
crucial Geneva meeting: because the
Americans categorically declared the
LoC to be inviolate, the rest of the world
followed Washington’s line. It subse-
quently led to the new US pollcy on
Kashmir enunciated by Clinton in New
Delhi on March 21.

India’s stand, unpublicized but com-
municated to friendly nations, that if
Pakistan was to reduce the perpetration
of violence across the border, India
would then not be found wanting in reci-
procating in Kashmir, also has its roots
in this Geneva meeting.

If and when the LoC becomes the in-
ternational border in Kashmir, a process
begun in Geneva at that fateful meeting
would have reached its logical conclu-
sion. With only weeks left for Vajpayee’s
trip to Washmgton it is necessary to
closely examine the Geneva meeting and
its outcome. In half a century of rela-
tions between independent India and
the US, it represents one of the few in-
stances where New Delhi had a crystal
clear ideanot only of what it expected of
Washington but also of how to go about
getting what it wanted.

he debate over Vajpayee's Wash-
I ington trip ought not to be about
whether it is worth his while to
spend time with an outgomg adminis-
tration, but whether the j prime minis-
ter’s meetings in the US will afford the
opportumty torepeat the Geneva experi-
ence in the years to come, irrespective of
who wins the November elections to the
White House. )



/U/S to ask Pakistan

to end violenc
\\é\ %ndrani sagoni QF 4% rorism in Kashmir.vg . ')/

: NEW DELHI 14 AUGUST {

HE US will attempt to use its
T‘f damentally  friendly
relations’ with Pakistan to

i pull them hack from whatever lev-
i els of involvement the establish-
i ment may have in the violence in
i Kashmir.

However, according to senior

: US administration officials here,
i there continues to be some kind of
i confusion both in the US and in

i India about
i exactly who's
i pulling the
i levers in the

i entire peace-vio-
i lence-jehad pro-
i cess in Kashmir
i from
i Pakistani estab-
i lishment.

i tion on Kashmir
i has evolved over
i the past couple
i of years,
i finessed during
i Kargil and been
i given shape by

%ﬁhic l-lu?tg/ilaréﬁ Clinton: Giving it a thought

the

The US posi-

i this year. Acknowledging that he
i believed that there were elements
i in the Pakistani establishment
¢ that were involved in the violence
i in Kashmir, Mr Clinton also set
i out the framework of the US poli-
i cy on Kashmir — rejection of vio-
i lence, restraint, respect for the
i LOC and renewal of dialogue. In
i fact for the past few years, the US
i state department has quoted
i ‘credible’ reports to establish sig-

¢ nificant

links between the

! Pakistani establishment and ter-

Therefore, notwithstanding
the ‘bilateral’ nature of the
Kashmiri dispute, it will be right
up there with other strategic
issues to dominate the discus-
sions between the Prime
Minister, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee and the US President
Mr Bill Clinton next month.

While dialogue is the desired
goal, US officials agree that a
reduction in violence is necessary

] {0 create an atmo-
sphere for that
dialogue. In the
light of the “high
level” of violence
on in Kashmir, it
is unlikely there
will be any seri-
ous attempt to get
Mr Vajpayee and
General
Musharraf  to
meet in New
York. The White
House recently
clarified there
was no likelihood
of a meeting
between Gen
Musharraf and
President Clinton during the for-
mer’s visit to New York.

This will not mean howev-
er, that US interest in Kashmir
is wavering, for, after nucleari-
sation, the US is convinced this
is the most volatile region in
the world.

For the time being, India
can rest secured in the interna-
tional appreciation of the fact
that in the just-aborted peace
process, it talked the talk and
walked the walk.

The Economic Times
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Jashmir issue likely to figure s,
y during PM’s U. S. visit

prominentl

By Seema Guha a\\
The Times of India News Serwce

NEW DELHI: The situation in
Kashmir and the India-Pakistan
stand-off is likely to figure promi-
nently during Prime Minister Vaj-
payee’s first official visit to the US.
A senior American diplomat said
there would be no pressure on Vaj-
payee from Washington to take up
the stalled dialogue with Pakistan’s
military ruler General Pervez
usharraf. &
“We believe it is for th® twd\lead-
ers to decide when the time i
for talks,” the US diplomat, who\{id
not wish to be identified, told rs:
. porters on Monday. Though it is
well known that the Clinton admin-
istration had hoped that India
would sign the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT) before the
Prime Minister’s US trip, Washing-
ton is not going to make a hoo-ha
publicly about it.

In fact, Washington has realised
the importance of not hectoring
and lecturing New Delhi. President
Clinton himself had described the
situation in South Asia, where a nu-
clear India faces a nuclear Pakistan,
as the “most dangerous place on
earth”. The US believes that the
world can sleep in peace once India
and Pakistan get on board the non-
proliferation regime. But the way to
tackie India, they feel, is through
quiet diplomacy and appeals to the
maturity and good sense of Indian
leaders. Whatever Washington’s
thoughts are on the delay in signing
the CTBT, it is unlikely to go public
on them.

Instead, the US has been praising
India’s initiative in starting a dia-
logue with the “people of Kash-
mir”’. The US diplomat noted the
PM’s statement that the “doors are
wide open” for talks with all rele-
vant forces in Kashmir.

Asked whether the US had the
leverage to persuade Pakistan to
stop the violent killings in Kashmir,
the diplomat said: “We want the
level of violence in Kashmir to go
down, it is a matter of serious con-
cern... but it is not a switch which
can be instantly turned on and off.”
By which the US official meant that
there were wheels within wheels in
the present Pakistan set-up.

He also said it was not possible to
know who really was in charge.
Pakistan, he noted, had been co-op-
erating with the US on many occa-
sions. “When we asked them to
hand over certain people who were
wanted by us, they did so.” What he
left unsaid was that Islamabad is
not willing to play ball with the US
on Kashmir. It suits the current mil-
itary regime to generate violence in
Kashmir, and the regime is not in
the mood to rein in the terrorist
outfits.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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“Defence may not
get priority during

Vu|pc|yee s US

SRINJOY CHOWDHURY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVlCE /

NEW DELHI, Aug. 16. —
_During the US President’s visit
here, defence issues were on
the back burner. Military
issues may not get top priority
when Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee visits the
USA next month either, senior
defence sources said.

As a result, some senior
armed forces officers are likely
to request the defence ministry
to bring up the issue with top
officials. For, though sanctions
have been partlally lifted, the
clampdown continues in a
number of a areas, affecting a
large number of projects
including the indigenous light
combat aircraft (LCA).

A US company, General
Electric, was supposed to help
with the engines and another
Western firm with fly-by-wire
technology.

Recently, the scientific advi-
sor to the defence minister, Mr
VK Atre, said the project has
been delayed but the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation had finally man-
aged to solved the fly-by-wire
problem. The LCA, being read-
ied by the ADE, is yet to fly
and may be ready only by 2005,

“During the Clinton visit,
there were few if any discus-
sions on defence and the trend
may be repeated during this
visit... We are not sure whether
the Prime Minister is going to
request Mr Clinton to lift the

Mr A B Vajpayee and
Mr Bill Clinton

sanctions. We hear he will
meect Mr Clinton as an equal
and not plead with him.
Therefore, the sanctions could
stay unless the Americans lift

them on their own,” a senior
official said.

The lack of discussions
between the USA and India on

military issues has upset sever-

irlp

al oth() sectors For instance,
the Naval Steering Group was
formed between the Indian
Navy and the US Seventh Fleet
4ind initially, there was talk of
joint exercises. In the last three
years, not a single exercise has
been held even though the chief
of staff of the US Pacific

Command visited India before !

the Clinton visit. But so far,
only the committee exists, with
the deputy chief of naval staff
and the commander of the
Seventh Fleet as co-chairmen.

A similar paralysis appears to
be happening with Russia. A
visit by the Russian President,
Mr Vladimir Putin, is due later
this year. A large number of
defence projects that should
have been cleared are still to be
to officially announced. The T-
90 tank deal worth several
thousand crores of rupees has
had a price negotiation com-
mittee and discussions have
reached an advanced stage but
now, now Indian armoured per-
sonnel are likely to go for train-
ing this year as winter could
set in soon.

Meanwhile, even the inter-
governmental agreements on
the purchase of the Admiral
Gorshkov. the 46 MiG-29K
naval fighters and the TU-
22ME Backfire bomber are not
ready. Both governments want
a package deal for different
reasons but if an IGA, which
does not discuss money but is
merely an intent to purchase,
is not signed, price negotiation
committees cannot begin talks.

THE STATESMAR
17 A6 1
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/% RETURN WSIT
5\&8{3 the PM needs his own script
P

AJ E being invited to address a joint session of the
US Cohgress next month is a logical outcome of improved
Indo-US relations since the Kargil war, significant milestones
besides Bill Clinton’s India trip being the Americans coming
out unambiguously in favour of the LoC as the final dividing
line between India and Pakistan, and more recently backing
India’s initiative for a comprehensive conference on terrorism
at the UN General Assembly. Decision-making in the US is
decentralised, with the onus for foreign policy not resting on
Bill Clinton or the Democrats alone; in this context, it is
important that Vajpayee gets to address a bipartisan audi-
ence, particularly with the prospect of the Presidential torch
passing out of Democratic hands come November. By contrast,
General Musharraf will be in the US at the same time, but it
is not even clear whether he gets to see President Clinton.
From the Indian point of view, good relations with the US
makes political sense — the US backing the Indian position on
Kashmir led the rest of the world to follow suit. But it also
makes economic sense — Indian industry in order to become
globally competitive requires massive infusions of technology
and capital, and the US has both. Strengths in information
technology as well as English as the common language of busi-
ness makes for synergies between the two economies. The
Kargil war and subsequent militant intrusions also showed up
lacunae in the technological levels of the Indian military.
India could gain significantly if it had access to US military

technology, albeit contingent upon India signing the CTBT.

The changing Indian attitude to the US is a sign of dawning
pragmatic considerations, jostling for space with the phobias
and idee fixes of Nehruvian socialism, although the ghosts of
the past are still evident in Ghulam Nabi Azad’s questioning
of President Clinton’s phoning in condolences to Vajpayee for
the massacres in Kashmir as unwarranted interference in
Indian affairs. Not to put too fine a point on it, India backed
; the wrong horse during the Cold War, and is still paying the
; price. This does not mean that India should make it a habit of
reading from a script prepared by Uncle Sam. It is likely that
something of the kind happened during the collapse of the
peace process in Kashmir, handled largely by the PMO. It now
. appears that Brajesh Mishra, the national security advisor
| who deals often with Sandy Berger, his American opposite
number, played a major role in dealings with the Hizbul. The
handling of the Hizbul was inept and ham-handed, a particu-
lar blunder being to hold discussions under the glare of media
publicity, while simultaneously boasting of having cut its links
with Pakistan. The indecent haste and insufficient ground-
work characterising those dealings may have been occasioned
by the PMO’s anxiety to have something concrete in hand
before Vajpayee’s visit to the US. There is no substitute for
_ self-help and forethought. Uncle Sam will not provide all the

solutions, even in cases where it appears to have them handy.

“ESTATES“A““
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US hurdle to Israeh

W,

CE c

gkgg:LEM , Aug. 20. —I Oppi)smon fro:&
] is jeopardising Israel’s propos

sale of an radar aircraft to India.
The USA has already blocked sale of the
Phalcon airborne-warning system to China.
The USA is worried that the $250 million
Phalcon, that combines Israeli technology
with a Russian airframe, will undermine
stability in South Asia by changing the
military balance between India and Pak-
istan. Israel, a world leader in the field,

ERIC 8i

has sold s0; icated land-based radar to
india, its third largest arms export mar-

et.

Although the Phaleon owes nothing to US
technology, Washington retains hefty lev-
erage over Israel, which gets more than $3

bllhon a year in ai from the U Israel
buys its own fleet of F-15 and F-16 combat
planes from the USA on favourable térms.

_ It depends on US funding for develop-
ment of its crucial Arrow anti-missile def-
ence system, as well as for continued diplo-
matic and financial support in its quest for
peace with its Arab neighbours.

If Israelis and Palestinians reach an
agreement, massive US and other interna-
tional investments will be needed to com-
pensate Arab refugees and relocate some
Jewish settlers, and create a security
infrastructure for both states.

A new understanding governing the sale
of international weapons is currently bei
negotiated between the USA and Israel.
The Tel-Aviv daily, Haaretz, said the
Phalcon deal with India was the main
stumbling block. Washington is demanding

]et for India

an Israeli promise of prior consultation on
military sales to four countries: India,
Pakistan, China and Russia.

.+ The USA is said to have stopped short of

an automatic veto, but their anxiety about
a South Asian arms race was heightened
by the Indian and Pakistani nuclear tests
in 1998,

Earlier this summer, the USA, backed
almost unanimously by Congress, pres-
sured Israel to cancel the Phalcon sale to
China, although most of the work had been
completed. Washington contended that the
spy. plane would endanger the lives of US
pilots if China went to war against
Taiwan. They do not expect to become
embroiled in any future Indo-Pakistani
conflict, but the lesson is clear; when it
comes to Israeli arms sales, Uhcle Sam
calls the shots.

WSTAW
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/ﬁle on US te

FROMOURSPECIAL ( \
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Aug. 22: The aborted
peace talks between the Centre
and the Hizbul Mujahideen is like-
1y to come up in the second meet-
ing of the Indo-US joint working
group (JWG) on terrorism sched-
uled for September 26 and 27. The
first meeting of the JWG was held
in Washington six months ago
soon after the hijacking of the In-
dian Airlines Airbus.

Although discussions will
largely focus on six broad sub-
jects, including sharing of infor-
mation on terrorist organisations
and militants, the issue of the
Hizb’s ceasefire call and initiative
to launch a peace process in

Jammu and Kas is‘éxpect
to be broached by the American
team which will be led by US shate
department coordinator on tar-
rorism, Michael Sheehan.
The Indian delegation will be
led by Union home ministry, spe-
cial secretary (internal security),
M.B. Kaushal. Kaushal had been
designated leader of the central
team that was to chalk out the
ground rules for effecting the
ceasefire that never took off.
Preparations are already un-
derway in the home ministry to
make a foolproof case of the in-
volvement of Pakistan in “abet-
ting” and “sponsoring” terrorism
in India. The home ministry will
impress upon the Americans how
Pakistan pressured a section of

agenda

the Hizb leadership to scuttle the
peace process.

It will also focus on New Del-
hi’s “desire” and “willingness” to
continue to pursue “the path of
peace” in Jammu and Kashmir in
spite of pressures from Pakistan
and other foreign mercenary
groups.

North Block expects to put
across the fact that the Jaish-e-
Mohammad, a terrorist organisa-
tion launched by Masood Azhar,
one of the three top militants
released by New Delhi in ex-
change for the hostages who were
on board the IA Airbus at Kanda-
har, has become the largest and
the most powerful foreign merce-

nary groups in Jammu and
Kashmir. y

THE TELEGRAPH
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Ingia/should not be too optimistic about the results of Vajpayee’s US visit

@go Small talk on a ti ghtro

ne day international cricket
matches richly deserve to
be brought down a peg or
two, especially in the con-

text of the goings-on in this

subcontinent. Many of the shady deals
involving cricket players and cricket of-
ficials, including matchfixing, are close-
ly linked to speculation and betting on
the outcome of these international fix-
tures. The government of India’s deci-
sion to call off the Indian team’s partici-

", pation in the Sahara Cup tournament at

Toronto might therefore seem to be un-
exceptionable.

On the other hand, it could be con-
strued as a riposte to the termination of
the Hizbul negotiations with India’s offi-
cial representatives in Srinagar, pre-
sumably at the prodding of the military
rulers in Pakistan. Whether two wrongs
make a right is however a problematical
issue. The directive of the Union sports
minister has to be considered against
the background of the impending visit
of our prime minister to the United
States. The American official
spokesman has castigated Hizbul for
walking away from the talks. India’s an-
nouncement not to send its cricket team
to play Pakistan at Toronto could be re-
garded with similar disfavour by US offi-
cialdom. The authorities in New Delhi
may not like it; the response to the deci-
sion within the country has also been
somewhat mixed.

A strong body of opinion sypports
the point of view that sports sh®ld be
separated from the turmoil of subconti-
nental politics. India’s fixtures abroad
with Pakistan in hockey, football, athlet-
ics or, for that matter, kabaddi, it has
been pointed out, have not been put
under embargo. The invidious treat-
ment meted out to cricket might well
raise several eyebrows. The official re-
buttal of such criticism has been along
expected lines. In hockey, football and
athletics, India and Pakistan constitute
only a twosome among several
competitors.

Cricket is on a different footing, par
ticularly the competition at Toronto,
since it was scheduled to be a contest ex-
clusively between the two subcontinen-
tal countries — India and Pakistan —
and there was a distinct possibility of
tension rising to an undesirable pitch
were the matches actually to take place.
Viewed in this light, the Indian decision,
itis claimed, is a blow for peace and tran-
quillity. These platitudes are perfectly
all right for home consumption, but
whether foreigners, including the Amer-
ican administration, are to buy it is alto-
gether a different proposition.

he assumed advantage which
India had banked upon in their in-

teraction with the US state depart-
ment on account of the unilateral with-
drawal of the Hizbul delegation from the
negotiating table is therefore in danger
of evaporation, following the refusal to

CUTTING CORNERS

ASHOK MITRA

play Pakistan in cricket. In the eye of the
American superboss, we and the Pak-
istanis are once more reduced to the
same level of intransigence. The
prospect of much good resulting from
the prime minister’s impending visit to
the US is, to that extent, rendered more
uncertain.

That apart, a question mark will con-
tinue to hang with regard to the timing
of the American visit. For all practical
purposes, Bill Clinton is now a lame
duck president; what he promises — or
declines to promise — will be of little or
no consequence. The Democrat as well
as the Republican top brass will, in any
case, be immersed in the election cam-
paign, which is supposed to reach high
noon by mid September, coinciding with
the prime minister’s arrival in New York
and Washington D.C. For courtesy’s
sake, some of the leading politicians be-
longing to both parties may nonetheless
set aside some time from out of their

‘ A question mark
will continue to hang with
regard to the timing of
the prime minister’s
US visit ,

L ]

busy schedules to make some small talk
with the Indian prime minister. This is
unlikely to be of any serious import.
What is worse, our prime minister too
will have to walk the tightrope; he will
not know which party is going to win the
presidential and congressional elections
and will have to be constantly on his
guard lest he make an uncautious re-
mark to a politician of one party which
could be interpreted as either for or
against the opposite party. The scope of
misunderstanding is therefore bound to
behigh.

might turn out to be aJong wait indeed.
Irrespective of whether'he is the Democ-
ratic candidate or the Republican one,
the new president, once he is installed,
would be busy at least for six months
from January onwards for getting famil-
iarized with the intricacies of office; he
would have little time for visiting digni-
taries, especially for the prime minister
of, by now, a minor country such as
India.

his, in fact, is the major problem.
I Despite attaining nuclear capabil-
ity, India has currently little stand-
ing in international affairs. Accumula-
tion of half a dozen nuclear bombs does
not signify military strength of an over-
whelming proportion. A nation’s eco-
nomic performance, more than any-
thing else, attracts international respect
and attention. That we have refused to
sign the comprehensive test ban treaty is
a datum which will continue to be held
against us by the world’s only superpow-
er. True, Pakistan too has been hemming
and hawing over the signing of the
treaty. Once again, according to the
American point of view, two wrongs do
not make a right.

At the same time, the prime minis-
ter’s domestic constraints cannot be
wished away. There are few signs of in-
dustrial recovery, agriculture is mark-
ing time, denationalization and disin-
vestment are creating havoc with em-
ployment. Because of the International
Trade Organization stipulations, import
restrictions have been generally
scrapped so that imports have risen to
dangerous levels, while the increase in
exports is still of a modest order.

Growing political instability inside
the country has been an additional con-
tributory factor that has made even spec-
ulative investment from overseas un-
usually shy of late, on top of the consti-
pative accretion of direct foreign invest-
ment. It is in the tradition to seek bene-
diction from the Almighty when cor-
nered from all sides. It is necessary to
propitiate the American supergod in the
hope that he would condescend to bail
out the tribes of India’s ruling
politicians.

conomic reforms, the prime min-
Eister has said from time to time,

are irreversible. That is a dis-
putable premise. What is irreversible is
the slavish attitude of our unable-to-see-
beyond-the-nose political leadership.
Even assuming that, for pity’s sake, the
US administration loosens its purse
strings, that would, in all probability, be
of little avalil, for as price the Americans
would demand further liberalization of
the economy, thus deepening the domes-
tic crisis. But, then, please pay heed to
the adage: those whom god wants to de-
stroy are first made imbecile.
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Vajpayee’s \visit to US

deferred b
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HT Correspondent 3
New Delhi, August 30

to the United States has been
shortened by two days on the
advice of his doctors. He is now to leave
for the US on September 7 (instead of
September 5). The San Francisco leg of
his original itinerary has been cancelled.

A spokesman of the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) announced
today that under the redrawn itinerary,
the PM will be in the US for 10 days.

After the Millennium Summit of the
United Nations in New York, he will con-
tinue with his originally scheduled
engagements in that city before leaving
for Washington. He is to return to New
Delhi via Amsterdam on September 18.

Vajpayee's health has been the cause of
some concern ever since he abruptly
returned home last Sunday from the
BJPs National Council meeting in
Nagpur.

Sources say the PM's arthritic knees,
which played up in Nagpur, prevent him
from being on his feet except for very
short periods. The spokesman withheld
comment on the possibility of Vajpayee
going through medical treatment when
he is in the US.

PRIME MINISTER Vajpayee's visit

P
g X

(This morning ghefe was some evidence
of Vajpayee's condition at the National
Conference on Small Scale Industries at
Vigyan Bhavan here. The PM arrived
half an hour late and remained seated
while delivering his speech. He fumbled
while reading from the text of his speech
and had to correct himself on several
occasions).

A senior official of the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO) said the "minor reschedul-
ing" of Vajpayee's US visit would enable
him to "concentrate on the four-day-long
official leg of the tour in Washington
DC"

Vajpayee, the official said, "is suffering
from pain in his knee joints and it would
not be advisable to push him through a
very busy schedule. The objective is to
keep the engagements within manage-
able limits for constructive and purpose-
ful talks with the US leaders."

Vajpayee is scheduled to address the
Millennium Summit of the United
Nations on the morning of September 8.
The MEA spokesman said there would
be no change in his programme in New
York. The PM is to address the annual
dinner of the Asia Society, a meeting of
the Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan, the Indian
American Association and a business
meeting.
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two days

The postponement by two days of the
PM's departure from here could, howev-
er, reduce the number of his bilateral
meetings with heads of states on the side-
lines of the Millennium Summit.

The cancellation of the San Francisco
leg could leave many people in industry
crestfallen. Pramod Mahajan, the minis-
ter for information technology (IT), is
learnt to have already left for San
Francisco to confer with IT majors.

Indeed, Indian industry has attached a
lot of importance to the PM's visit
because it could provide a big boost to
Indo-US business ties. In fact, the
Confederation of Indian Industry has
announced the visit of a 50-member del-
egation of top industrialists to coincide
with the PM's trip.

Vajpayee is to reach Washington D.C
on September 13 (or early on September
14) for his official engagements. He is to
address a joint session of the US
Congress on the September 14. He there-
after is to meet members of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee and the
India Caucus.

He is to confer with President Clinton,
who will host an official banquet in his
honour, on September 15. Vice-President
and presidential-hopeful Al Gore will be
hosting a lunch for him that day.
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NEW DELHI, July 1. — The upswing in
Indo-US relations, which accelerated with
the visit of President Bill Clinton, saw
another high this week in the “exceptional-
ly warm” meeting between the Union
external affairs minister, Mr Jaswant
Singh, and the US Secretary of State, Ms
Madeleine Albright, in Warsaw.

The meeting was the only bilateral that
the US secretary of state, had on the side-
lines of the conference on the Community
of Democracies. As a result the two leaders
met the UN Secretary-General, Mr Kofi
Annan, virtually arm in arm to express
concern over the fate of the Indian peace-
keepers in Sierra Leone.

While officials of the ministry of external
affairs were quick to discount any direct
correlation between USA’s overture and
the release of the peacekeepers, they
stressed that the gesture was a significant
one. Ms Albright had offered to join Mr

S——

Jaswant-Albri

ght meet gives ano

I-T HELP FOR PALESTINIANS

GAZA CITY, July 1. — India today
pledged to open up its IT and knowledge-
based industry to the people of Palestine
in order to help them achieve their eco-
nomic and political aspirations.

“The best way India can help ...
Palestine is in the field of education. This
is the best investment for future,”Mr
Jaswant Singh said today. — PTI

Jaswant Singh when she learnt that he
was scheduled to call on Mr Annan.

The meeting between the two leaders,
officials said, stressed the positive aspects
of the relationship. There was no mention
of USA’s concern on India’s missile tests or
India’s opposition to the US National
Missile Defence system.

A shot in the arm of the Indian govern-
ment is USA’s decision to support India’s
initiative for a comprehensive convention

high
against terrorism w’ ic}?{t will take up not
only with its G-8 paltners but also at the
forthcoming session 4f the United Nations
General Assembly.

USA'’s decision, whidh was discugsed dur
ing the meeting, is bding viewed jby Indfa
as a major step forwhrd since ad
earlier expressed reservations about it on
the grounds that it was better to have spe-
cific targetted conventions.

Also heartening, say officials, is the deci-
sion of the two countries to give concrete
shape to the architecture of dialogue set up
during the visit of the US President.
Working towards a September visit by the
Prime Minister, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee,
to USA, meanwhile the two countries have
chalked out a series of meetings, which are
expected to cover all aspects of the talks
held during Mr Clinton’s visit.

The working group on clean energy and
environment will meet in mid-July at the
official level followed by a meeting of the
science and technology forum.




o U.S. Congress should |
4" invite Vajpayee: Pressler \*

By Arunkumar\Bhatt

MUMBAL, JULY 7. The former U.S.
Senator, Mr. Larry Pressler, has
said that he would be disappoint-
ed if the American Congress does
not invite the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, to address
its special session when he visits
Washington in September.

“I am sure he will be address-
ing (Congress),” Mr. Pressler told
The Hindu in an interview here
today. He firmly supports the en-
try of India, Germany and Japan
in the United Nations Security
Council. He also wants India to be
admitted to the London Club of
nuclear suppliers, to accommo-
date New Delhi’s aspirations to
nuclear status, though it falls
short of admitting India to the nu-
clear club defined in the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty. His
suggestion to the American policy
makers is to assign greater politi-
cal role such as peace- keeping'to
India in the Asian region.

The pro-India champion of
non-proliferation is in India with
a strong proposal for building In-
do-American knowledge partner-

ship. India could counterbalance
China in economic and political
spheres and that could be in the
American interests.

Mr. Pressler has done a book:
Building a Knowledge Partner-
ship: the USA and India in the 21st
Century. India has an edge in
fields such as information tech-
nology, management, pharma-
ceuticals, and R&D. He finds the
Indian strides in the IT awe-in-
spiring.

In 1980s,ndia was exporting
‘bodies’, that is, the Americans
were hiring Indian workers for a
short period, Mr. Pressler notes in
the book. This amounted to 90
per cent of the Indian software ex-
ports but now it is only 50 per
cent of the exports, suggesting
that more and more work is being
done in India. Up to a fifth of new
start-ups in Silicon Valley is run
by the Indian Americans and
many software companies based
in India such as Infosys, Wipro
and Satyam have emerged as
world-class operators.

Software exports

Indian software exports were
estimated around $ 4 billions in
1990. Mckinsey, the biggest man-
agement consulting firm in the
world, estimates that the India
will ship software worth $ 50 bil-
lions to be the second largest ex-
porter in the world, next only to
the U.S. Mckinsey is headed by
Mr. Rajat Gupta.

Mr. Arun Netravalli is the presi-
dent of Bell Labs. The biggest air-
lines are headed by the Indian
Americans and twentythree For-

tune 1000 companies have Indian
CEOs.

Over 5,000 Indians are faculty
members of American universi-
ties.

Mr. Pressler sees a dramatic ex-
pansion of global communica-
tions creating millions of jobs in
India, with most of the American
companies shifting their back
room operations to India.

This can help India to earn $ 17
billions a year. "An American
consumer making enquiries may
think he is talking to an American
girl, Barbara, but he may actually
be talking to an Indian (in India),
Balasundari! Such a teleworking
has begun.

These and many other oppor-
tunities are identified. To tap
them all in mutual interests, Mr.
Pressler calls for an Indo- U.S.
Free Trade Area which could be
introduced in a long run.

He argues if Mexican goods
could enter the U.S. duty-free
why not the Indian goods? He
wants complete demolition of
trade barriers.
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~U.S. missile test won’t hit

Indian n-plans; Fernandes

\

VARANASI, JULY 9. The Defence Minister, Mr. George But the Briti}h Government was not to be blamed
Fernandes, today said the United States’ National as the United Sfates was pressing it not to supply the
Missile Defence (NMD) system will not affect India’s  spare parts on|the pretext of continuing sanctions
nuclear programme and our delivery system is yetto  against India. + UNI

reach the inter-continental level.

Addressing a press conference, Mr. Fernandes Jas ant sceptlcal
said, “India’s nuclear weapon system has a limited over Indo-Pak. talks

reach and the country does not have Inter-Conti- ) .
nental Ballistic Missiles (ICBM) which were to be ~ NEW DELHI, JULY 9. The External Affa1r§ Minister, Mr.
checked by the U.S. National Missile Defence Sys- Jaswant Singh, has expressed scepticism about a

tem.” He refused to speculate the effects of the NMD  conducive environment for a dialogue between In-
system on India’s nuclear weapon in future. dia and Pakistan when there was a simultaneous

encouragement to cross-border terrorism, provoca-
tion to extremism and constant advocacy of jehad.
“... Can’t simultaneously have all these and yet have
an environment of sitting across and talking to each
other amicably,” he said in an interview telecast on
Doordarshan.

Appreciating Pakistan’s chief executive Gen. Par-
vez Musharraf’s offer for a dialogue, “Anytime, any
place and at any level,” Mr. Jaswant Singh said the
L essential part has to be understood that "'this whole
these concepts and the existing power balance, he exercise is not about public relations, the exercise is

added. about good bilateral relations.”

He said that besides Russia and China a large sec- On the U.S. missile defence programme, he said
tions of the U.S. elite, especially scientists and peace [ dia was against militarisation of outer space and
activists, were also opposing the NMD system term-  the U.S. plan would have a consequence which
ing it ‘dangerous’ and wastage of money. would be damaging to the overall approach to dis-

Mr. Fernandes said the failure of the latest NMD  armament.and be going away from the path of de-
test demonstrated that the programme was imprac-  weaponisation.

He said Russia and China were the countries
which would be affected by the U.S. programme and
they had expressed their concern over the move.

The Defence Minister said the U.S. move would
drastically change the nuclear arms balance in the
world and could start a new arms race. The U.S.
decision-makers had propounded the concept of
"balance of terror’ and ‘Mutual Assured Destruction
(MAD)’ and the latest move was bound to dismantle

tical and would create discord among nuclear pow- He said the missile programme ran counter to
ers. their own philosophy of moving towards a gradual
Kargil victory day reduction of weapons of mass destruction. “It is a

programme about which European countries and
The nation would observe ‘Kargil victory day’ on  the community is feeling very anxious about.”
July 26, the first anniversary of India’s decisive tri-

umph against last year's armed intrusion in the Kar- TaCkﬁng Fiji crisis
gil sector, the Defence Minister said. In his first public statement on Fiji since the crisis

. began, Mr. Jaswant Singh said his priority remained
_He S.ald the armgd forces had called upon thepub- e’ release of the hostages including the Prime Min-
lic to light a lamp in every home as a tribute to the

. . : > d : ister, Mr. Mahendra Choudhary, “‘and ...to influence
valiant soldiers who sacrificed their lives defending the situation in such a manng that Fiji did not de-
the borders.

scend to a greater civil disorder. I have so far not
A detailed nationwide programme for celebrating  made any public statement because of high sensitiv-
the day would be announced soon, he added. ity but we are very greatly concerned with the sit-
‘ shasls ’ uation of Fijians turning against Fijians. The issue
U.K. credibility at stake woujd be dichussed Withgtheg Australi]an Prime Minis-
The Defence Minister said Britain’s credibility was  tepvho is visiting India shortly.”
at stake on the issue of delivery of naval aircraft sea About Indian peacekeepers in Sierra Leone, he
harrier and spare parts of the sea king helicopters to /said India would continue to take part in U.N. pea-
India. cekeeping operations in future also. He said lack of
Mr. Fernandes said Indian Navy was facing enough reaction in India to the encirclement of Indi-
culties due to non-delivery of spare parts (geaybox-  an troops in Kailahun was because Indians were
es, rotor heads and blades) by Britain. more stoic in character.— UNI
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< Sanctions must go before
o ,Vajpayee s visit: U.S. lawmakers

Y

WASHINGTON, JULY 12. Senior lawmakers ‘on
Capitol Hill have called for the removal of ex-
isting sanctions against India with one sug-
gestion being that the punitive measures

should be got rid of before the visit of the
‘ﬁrlme Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, to the
United States this September.

“Continuing to keep India under a sanc-
tions regime despite the power given by Con-
gress to the Executive to waive it... is a myopic
policy. We have to replace this myopia with
enlightened vision... Our aim, I believe, should
be to remove the sanctions regime before
Prime Minister Vajpayee visits Washington in
September so that some genuine and lasting
progress in our relations with New Delhi can

! be achieved,” said Mr. Gary Ackerman, Demo-
. crat member from New York in the House of
| Representatives. Participating in a pane] dis-
| cussion organised by the Indian American Fo-
rum for Political Education on U.S.-India
relations in the 21st century post-Presidential
visit, the Co- Chairman of the Congressional
Caucus on India reiterated that the focus
should not be held hostage on getting New
Delhi’s signature on the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty. “‘Because of this obsession... [ am
afraid we may end up losing many other
promxsxng opportunities in U.S.-India rela-
F tions,” he said.

In his luncheon address, Mr. Sam Brown-
back, Chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions sub-committee on near east and south
Asia, said the issue of sanctions ought to be
part of the package in the discussions; and
that he had been constantly urging the admin-
istration to lift the punitive measures. The Re-

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

publican from Kansas, who had been
instrumental in the removal of sanctions, said
a move in this direction would be a “very posi-
tive and good sign” in bilateral relations.

“If we could remove economic sanctions
against North Korea, can’t we lift themn against
Indija," Mr. Brownback asked and pointed out
that the contrast in the administration’s pos-
turing on the subject was there for all to see.
By the same token, he said the President,
Mr.Bill Clinton’s, lead legislative item on Capi-
tol Hill was the Permanent Normal Trade Re-
lations Bill for China. “Can't we do the same
for India,” the lawmaker wondered.

Mr. Brownback also said that his Committee
in the Senate would hold a hearing on the
issue very soon, especially on the impact of
the sanctions. In the context of India, he said,
the continuation of sanctions could alienate a
potentially very strong relationship.

On the visit of the Prime Minister to the
U.S., Mr. Brownback said it would be appro-
priate for Mr. Vajpayee to address a joint ses-
sion of Congress; and also hoped that the
Indian leader would be able to siop in Kansas
to see “the real America”. The trip, according
to Mr. Brownback, comes at a most auspicious
time in bilateral relations which is now much
more positive and strong; and the new rela-
tionship which sees India as an equal partner
has the elements of a broad economic and
strategic engagement.

Palione seeks
sanctions against China

By Sridhar Krishnaswami
WASHINGTON, JuLY 12. Citing the threat of mi
sile cooperation between Chind\ind Paki

to the overall stability of Asia, the Democratic
Congressman from New Jersey, Mr. Frank Pal-
lone, has announced that he would introduce
a piece of legislation in the House of Repre-
sentlatives to impose sanctions against China
for providing ballistic missile technology to
Pakistan.

Mr. Pallone said he planned to sponsor a
House Companion to the legislation intro-
duced in the Senate that would require the
administration to monitor Beijing’s track rec-
ord on the spread of nuclear weapons and to
impose automatic sanctions if there was cred-
ible evidence. The Senate will now go through
the motions of a debate on China’s Permanent
Normal Trade Relations.

Speaking about the legislation now moving
through the Senate, Mr. Pallone said, “I be-
lieve this connection is very appropriate to
make. We can't afford to completely separate
our commercial and security interests.” In the
wake of reports of Beijing’s continued supply
of missiles and missile technology to Pakistan,
the Clinton administration sent a high-level
team to China, but lawmakers say the re-
sponse was not encouraging.

On the statement by Mr. John Holum, se-
nior adviser to the U.S. Secretary of State on
arms control, that progress had been made
but the issue remained unsolved, Mr. Pallone
said, “in polite parlance of diplomacy. there is
a clear indication that this issue continues to
be a serious concern.”

He expressed the hope that the adminis-
ould give serious consideration to
“If not, there
fe those of us in Congress who are ready to
mandate such sanctions through a piece of
legislation.”
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,/ Indian lobby forces Burton to back out

By Sridhar Krishnaswami A

WASHINGTON, JULY 14. Lawmakers in the
f Representatives have hailed the

. Finding no support for his move,
the Republican from Indiana, Mr. Dan Burton,
withdrew his amendment to the Foreign Op-
erations Bill which would have slashed devel-
opmental assistance to India by 25 per cent.
“The Indian lobby has been very effective and
1 congratulate them,” Mr. Burton remarked
before backing out.

But he did so only after making the usual
noises against India — especially on its human
rights violations in Kashmir, Punjab and Na-
galand and against Dalits. He also referred to
attacks against Christians over the last two
years.

During a brief debate, several members of
the India Caucus were quick to rebut Mr. Bur-
ton's charges, with Mr. Frank Pallone, Demo-
crat from New Jersey, making the point that
the Burton amendment made no sense before

191

and it made less sense now.

The Co-Chairman of Congressional Caucus
on India and Indian Americans, Mr. Gary Ack-
erman, argued that the Burton amendment
“is the wrong amendment at the wrong time”".
Law- makers who spoke in favour of India in-
cluded Ms. Nancy Pelosi of California, Mr.
Sherrod Brown of Ohio and Mr. Jim McDer-
mott of Washington.

Mr. Burton was supported by a fellow Re-
publican Mr. Dana Rohrabacher. The Con-
gressman from California wondered why the
United States should give aid to India when its
economy was doing well; and why more and
more aid was being given to India and at the
same time its transgressions were ignored.
The bottom line in argument was that violence
prevailed in the subcontinent because India
refused to allow elections in Kashmir.

However, the near-total lack of support to
the patently anti-India move will not stop Mr.
Burton in future. For instance, in 1997 the
Burton Amendment was defeated 342 to 82 in

IHE HINDU

the House. Since then the amendment has not
come for a vote. In 1998, in view of the U.S.
sanctions, Mr. Burton did not offer an amend-
ment; in 1999 he offered his amendment but
refrained from putting it to a vote, a stance
that was repeated on Thursday.

One thing could be said in the context of the
Burton Amendment — Mr. Rohrabacher who
questioned the rationale of the U.S. aid in the
context of an improving and strong Indian
economy. Is it possible that New Delhi will
quietly inform Washington that it is no longer
interested in this developmental assistance?
Lawmakers like Mr. Burton will certainly look
for other ways to bash India on Capitol Hill,
but it would most certainly send a larger mess-
age.

Also Mr. Burton's statistics on the “killings”
are from obvious sources, but over the last two
years another feature has been added — the
attacks on Christians. This phenomenon has
been attracting attention in this country and
cannot be brushed off by New Delhi.




No cut in Ameri

Washington, July 14 !if‘ \%
IENDS OF India scored a

Fﬁ\ajor victory in the US
House of Representatives

today when their powerful opposi-
tion forced Republican Congress-
man Dan Burton to withdraw his
amendment  secking to cut
American development aid to
India in protest against its “poor”
human rights record.

At the end of the brief debate,
Mr Burton, who has been bringing
this resolution for the last several
years, recognised that the Indian
lobby had turned out to very
strong, clearly acknowledging that
his measurc had no chance.

Member after member stood up
to opposc the resolution. They
defended India’s human rights
record, arguing that this was the
time to strengthen relations with
India, building on the goodwill that
President Bill Clinton’s visit had
created for the US in that country.

The Clinton administration has
provided $46.6 million as develop-

ment assistance to ia for the
next fiscal yea increase of $18

million over the current yehr.
Burton’s amendment, which was
withdrawn, sought to reduce it by
25 per cent.

Congressmen led by chairman of
the India Caucus Democrat Gary
Ackerman and Rcpublican James
C. Greenwood urged the rejection
of the amendment saying it would
“unfairly stigmatise India and
inflict major damage to our efforts
to have American business prosper
in the world’s second largest con-

development of technology, trade
and culture,” sources quoting the
letter said.

Two years ago, Burton had
pressed a similar amendment
which was defeated. Last year,
after making much noise over a
similar amendment as he did this
year, he withdrew from it.

Ackerman hailed the withdrawal
of the amendment as “a huge vic-
tory for the Indian-American com-

Burton Amendment withdrawn
L. |

sumer market”.

“Adoption of the amendment
would have serious consequences
for the massive investment in India
and would play right into the hands
of those who would turn back the
clock on major economic reforms
that have been put in place,” he
said in a letter yesterday.

“Rather than debate amend-
ments that divide the US and
India, we ought to work with India
and help it come to grips with its

munity and US policy towards
India.”

Congressman and former chair-
man of the India Caucus, Frank
Pallone, said that the lack of back-
ing for the amendment showed
that the pro-India forces have suc-
ceeded in creating a solid majority.

Pallone said the Clinton govern-
ment had proposed a $46.53 mil-
lion aid package for India in devel-
opment assistance, $20.67 million
for child care and $92.48 million in

can aid to India

a};oblems and be a partner in the

food aid which the amendment
sought to reduce to $35 million.

Democratic party’s Jim
Mcdermott used the Hindi word
“bakwaas” (pure nonsense) to dis-
miss Burton’s allegation that India
“suppresses and violently intimi-
dates its religious minorities™.

He and others said there had
been isolated incidents which India
had publicly, officially, and
resoundingly responded. Such
things did occur in the US as well.
It appointed a Supreme Court
inquiry, for only the second time in
the country’s history, to investigate
an instance of a Christian mission-
ary’s death, he added.

In the following debate on the
amendment, moved during the
consideration of the Foreign
Operations Bill, Burton, known for
championing the cause of
Khalistani and Kashmiri sepa-
ratists, was able to muster only one
lawmaker, Dana Rohrabacher, to
stand up in his support.

Even Rohrabacher acknowl-
edged that “India is a democracy
that is making significant econom-
ic progress”. (Agencies)

™HE HINDUSTAN TIN=.
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WASHINGTON, JULY 19, Several U.S. Congressmen
havefurged the President, Mr. Bill Clinton, to
lift al} remaining sanctions against India be-
fore the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’$ visit and embrace New Dethi not only
as a political and economic ally but also as a
military ally to bring stability to Asia.

Speaking-at the annual banquet of the Indi-
an American Friendship Council yesterday,
they said by continuing sanctions the admin-
istration was pursuing a ‘‘shortsighted policy”
and felt that relations between the two coun-
tries should not be held hostage to the signing
of nuclear non-proliferation treaties.

The Congress(l) ieader and member of the

In‘&‘l?n delegation at the function, Mr. S. Jaipal
Reddy, said it was the desire of all parties in
India that the two countries should draw clos-
er. The Indian Ambassador, Mr. Naresh Chan-
dra, said Mr. Vajpayee, during his visit, would
spend two or three days in San Francisco.

The Democratic Congressman, Mr. Gary
Ackerman, said “continuing to keep India un-
der a sanctions regime... is a shortsighted pol-
icy. 1 strongly urge the administration to
initiate immediate measures to remove all ec-
onomic and dual-use technology sanctions
against New Delhi.”

Referring to the U.S. insistence on India:
signing tte Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.

,Lift sanctions against India, Clinton urged

Mr. Ackerman, co-chairman of the India Cau-
cus, said relations between the two countries
should not be held hostage to any single issue.

The Republican Congressman, Mr: Benja-
min Gilman, chairman of the House Interna-
tional Relations Committee, said India and the
U.S. had to draw closer in the face of “‘China’s
attemnpt at hegemony, spread of Islamic ter-
rorism spilling out of Afghanistan and Pakis-
tan and the dictatorship in Myanmar.”

The Congressman, Mr. Sam Gejdenson, said
India, with which the U.S. shared many values
including the commitment to democracy,
ranks at the top among the countries with
whom the U.S. should forge strategic ties.

7
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Indo- USMties
Wess

Washington, July 19 ‘H([: t4

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Mini[ter
Jaswant Singh has said that the
Indo-US relations stood at a turn-
ing point with "limitless possibili-
ties” of cooperation to build a part-
nership for peace, prosperity,
democracy and freedom.

In a message to the annual con-
ference of the Indian-American
friendship council here, the
External Affairs Minister said the
recent visit of US President Bill
Clinton to India marked the begin-
ning of a “close and qualitatively
new relationship” between the two
countries.

"Our two nations have rediscov-
ered each other and the limitless
possibilities of cooperation...To
build a partnership for peace, pros-
perity, democracy and freedom,”
Singh said.

The Indian-American communi-
ty, the External Affairs Minister
said, has played a very significant
and noteworthy role in bringing
about this new partnership, he
said.

Home Minister L K Advani in a
separate message said with their
shared commitment to the values
of freedom and democracy "India
and the US forge as natural allies
to counter the twin menace of
international terrorism and drug
trafficking."

Former Prime Ministers P V
Narasimha Rao, V P Singh and H
D Deve Gowda are among other
Indian leaders who have sent their
messages on the occasion.

(PTI)

~



U.S. Congressritan ~

seeks minority status
for Kashmiri Pandits

By C.K. Arora €~ Vo future of this 5,000 year-old cuf-

WASHINGTON: US. Democ-
ratic Congressman Sherrod
Brown has written to the the
chairman of India’s National
Commission for Minorities
(NCM) seeking his help to des-
ignate the Kashmiri Pandits as
a minority community.

Mr Brown, a senior member
of the international relations
committee and founding mem-
ber of the Congressional Cau-
cus on India and Indian Ameri-
cans, says the designation will
help the Kashmiri Pandits to
preserve their culture and fight
discrimination.

“This designation is a decade
overdue. The Pandits were
forced out from their homes by
terrorists. They have lived in
tents and have been plagued by
disease, malnutrition, and poor
sanitation. They have faced reli-
gious and cultural persecution.
The pundits’ struggle has gone
unrecognised in a country with
the largest ethnic diversity in
the world. This is a question of
humanity. It is time to assure the
Pandits of social and economic
justice,” Mr Brown states.

Unless drastic measures are
taken to reverse this trend, the

ture appears very bleak, he
says.

The US. state department
has praised India’s great
progress in addressing issues of
human rights.

“The situation in Jammu and
Kashmir is a difficult one,and a
cessation in the conflict will
only come when all who live in
the Kashmir Valley are willing
to embrace peace,” Mr Brown
said. “India should be given our
unending support to resolve
this conflict by negotiated, non-
violent means.”

He says the forced exodus of
the Pandits by terrorists trained
outside India’s borders has cre-
ated a terrible situation, both in
terms of the human loss due to
violence in the Valley and the
harsh living conditions which
presently exist in the make-
shift camps. More die in refugee
camps than are born. i

“Deprived of their human,
economic, civil, and religious
rights, the Pandits today
appear to be a swiftly vanishing
community. Disease, malnutri-
tion, lack of sanitation, and
mental illness have become
common,” Mr Brown adds.uwy
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Sanctions a hurdle,
says Brajesh Mls

By Sridhar Krishnaswam \j‘) The basic thrust f Mr. Vaj-

WASHINGTON, JULY 26. Although In
dia is not “pleading” for the lift-
ing of sanctions, the punitive
measures now in place are an im-
pediment to the realisation of the
full potential of Indo-U.S. rela-
tions, the Principal Secretary to
the Prime Minister and National
Security Adviser, Mr. Brajesh Mis-
hra, has said.

Mr. Mishra, who is in the Unit-
ed States to finalise details for the
visit of the Prime Minister, Mr. A.
B. Vajpayee, said the sanctions is-
sue was not discussed in his
meeting with the National Securi-
ty Adviser, Mr. Sandy Berger. Mr.
Berger, who attended the recent
West Asia talks in Camp David,
flew down to see Mr. Mishra here
on Tuesday.

Besides Mr. Berger's briefing on
the Camp David talks, the two of-
ficials discussed Non-Prolifera-
tion and the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty, the situation between
India-Pakistan and economic and
scientific components of Mr. Vaj-
payee’s coming visit to the U.S.

Asked to comment on attempts
by Pakistan to spread the view
that India was intransigent and
reluctant to start the dialogue and
how New Delhi would respond to
this propaganda, Mr. Mishra said
India needed no “certificates”
from anyone and that the onus
was on Pakistan. “We have a
point of view which is absolutely
clear. India needs no certificates
from anyone in regard to its de-
sire for talks with Pakistan. The
bus journey to Lahore is a big
proof of that... Now that bus got
stuck in Kargil. It is for Pakistan to
take steps to restore the spirit of
Lahore. And that can be done on-
ly by ending cross-border terror-
ism. Until that happens there
cannot be meaningful talks be-
tween India and Pakistan.”

v}}payee s agenda would be on the

talks with the President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, and on seeing how the
bilateral relations could take off.
The two leaders would explore
ways of giving a concrete shape to
the framework already agreed up-
on. The agenda would include ec-
onomic, scientific and political
issues. While topics related to In-
dia and Pakistan would be dis-
cussed, they would not dominate
the Prime Minister’s agenda.

Mr. Mishra, asked whether Chi-
na’s role in South Asia especially
as it pertained to its missile/nu-
clear relationship with Pakistan
was discussed with Mr. Berger,
said the U.S. was “fully aware” of
India’s concerns.

During his stay in Washington,
Mr. Mishra met several senior of-
ficials of the Clinton administra-
tion and law makers on Capitol
Hill including the President’s As-
sistant for Economic Affairs, Mr.
Gene Sperling; and the Under-
Secretary of State for Political Af-
fairs, Mr. Thomas Pickering.

On Capitol Hill, there were
meetings with Mr. Porter Goss,
Chairman of the House Intelli-
gence Committee, with members
of the House International Rela-
tions Committee, the India Cau-
cus and the Chairman of the
Senate Sub Committee on the
Near East and South Asia, Mr.
Sam Brownback.

Mr. Mishra also met some key
foreign policy advisers of the Tex-
as Governor, Mr. George Bush,
presumptive Republican nomi-
nee for the Presidential elections
of November 7. In San Fransisco,
Mr. Mishra held a meeting with
Ms. Condoleeza Rice, top foreign
policy aide to Mr. Bush and gen-
erally seen as the National Securi-
ty Adviser in a Bush
administration.




“PM to address U.S. Congress -

By Sridhar Krishnaswami 9

WASHINGTON, JULY 29, The Prime
Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, has
. been formally invited by the
Speaker of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, Mr. Dennis Hastert,
to address a Joint Session of Con-
gress on September 14. Mr. Vaj-
payee, who will be on an official
visit to the United States, is
scheduled to meet the President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, on September 15.

The Yo imgti n was

made on ¥riday afternoon; and
the move has been hailed by sev-

akers, especially those
who had been instrumental and
keen on this event to materialise.
“This will be a wonderful oppor-
tunity for India to engage the U.S.
Congress on a wide range of is-
sues, including trade and hi-tech
commerce that are beginning to
define the Indo- American rela-
tionship,” said Mr. Jim McDer-
mott, Democrat from the State of
Washington, in a statement.

The Co-Chairman of the Con-
gressional Caucus on India and
Indian Americans, Mr. Gary Ack-
erman, said that while on the

Presidential visit to India it was
suggested to Mr. Vajpayee that
lawmakers would love to see him
address a Joint Sitting of Con-
gress. ““... the Congressional Cau-
cus on India and the Indian
Americans lobbied very hard to
bring that desire to fruition. We
could not be more pleased that it
has happened,” the Democrat
from New York said.

From the Senate side, one of
the first lawmakers to invite Mr.
Vajpayee was Mr. Sam Brown-
back, Republican from Kansas.
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- PM may

“address joint

- session of
US Congress
Y- v

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE &

AGENCIES = _.° ,

_ ¢y ’
NEW DELHI, July 29.]— Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee ig likely

to address a joint session of the
US Congress, during his

September visit to the USA.

Government officials said the
Prime Minister has received
the invitation but the date for
his visit to Capitol Hill is yet to
be decided. *

The Speaker of the US House
of ‘Representatives, Mr J
Dennis Hastert, has formally
invited Mr Vajpayee through
the Indian embassy.

year, the US President, Mr Bill
Clinton, had addressed a joint
session of Parliament. .
The chairman of the Senate
sub-committee on India and
some other Asian nations and
Republican Party Senator, Mr
Sam Brownback, said the reci-
procal honour to the Prime
Minister “will mark the streng-
thening of friendship’ between
the two largest democracies”.

A joint meeting “wil} afford all
our members the opportunity
to discuss important issues
including trade, energy, invest-
ment, science and technology,
and cooperative efforts to com-
bat terrorism and to achieve
regional peace and security in
South Asia,” lic said

Mr Brownback, who has been
vociferous in demanding the
lifting, of sanctions against
India, said 29 of the 100 Sen-
ators signed the letter he
authored, urging the Speaker
to extend sych an invitation..
Democratd and Republicans
have welcomed the move.
Congressman Mr Jim McDer-
mott, a member of the 110-
member Indian caucus said he
was “excited that the Speaker
invited Vajpayee,” he said.
“While on the presidential vi-
sit to.India, we told Mr Vajpa-
yee we'd love to see him addre-

lobbied hard to bring that
desire to fruition. We could not
be more pleased,” Gary
Ackerman, co-chairman of the
caucus said. E

While in India earlier this -

ss a joint session of Congress,’
and the Cangressional caucus .

THE STATESI,



.S denle report on

mediation'

WASHINGTON: The U.S. has de
nied reports that it has been en-
gaged in a secret diplomatic media-
tion between India and Pakistan to
settle the Kashmir dispute and us-
ing for that purpose the services of
two Kashmiri-Americans.

“No, we are not involved in any
kind of mediation and have not
done any such thing,” U.S. state de-

\ \’
Kashmlr

panmmesman Philip Reek-
er said on Wednesday, reacting to a
report on a website that Washing-
ton was on a peace shuttle mission
between New Delhi and Islam-
abad.

Mr Reeker said, “We continue to
urge both countries to practice re-
straint and do what we can, certain-
ly, to encourage the parties to re-
solve their difference. But we do
not see ourselves as mediators. 1
think President Bill Clinton said it
best when he stated that there was
no military solution for the Kash-
mir jssue and that we believe there
should be a process by which legiti-
mate grievances of the Kashmiris
can be addressed.”

Asked if they were using the ser-
vices of two Kashmiri-Americans
to settle the dispute, he said he saw
those reports. “Those gentlemen
will be acting on their own behalf.
The US. has not changed its ap-
proach on Kashmir.

What we have called for in the
Kashmir situation is restraint, re-
spect for the Line of Control, re-
newal of dialogue, rejection of vio-
lence and resolution of the matter
peacefully.”

Asked whether undersecretary
of state Thomas Pickering, during
his visit to India and Pakistan re-
cently, was asked by either country
to take a message to the U.S. calling
upon it to mediate in the Kashmir
dispute, Mr Reeker said, “I am not
aware of any such thing.” p1)
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1 () \’\7 By Sridhar Krishnaswami ;\\) Y
!
WASHINGTON, JUNE 8. The Clinton administratidbr\ has
denied reports that it has started ““secret diplomytic
mediation” between {ndia and Pakistan to settle the
Kashmir dispute.
The State Department acting spokesman, Mr. Phi-

" lip Reeker when asked to comment on a report in the

Jane’s Intelligence Digest to this effect, said, “1 saw
those reports and no, we are not, and have not, done
any such thing. Qur approach on Kashmir has not
changed. We continue to urge restraint and dialogue
and do what we can, certainly, to encourage the
parties to resolve their differences. But we do not see
ourselves as mediators.” '

“I think the President said it best when he noted
there is no military solution for Kashmir and he said
that we believe there should be a process by which
legitimate grievances of the Kashmiris can be ad-
dressed’’, the spokesman added.

He further said that the individuals being looked
at as “possible mediators’’ were not acting on behalf
of the United States and that Washington was not
aware of individuals such as Mr. Mansoor Ijaz or Mr.
Farook Kathwari acting independently either,

“I think 1 gave you our position from the U.S.
Government’s point of view. What we have called for
in the Kashmir situation is restraint, respect for the
Line of Control, renewal of dialogue, rejection of
violence and reduction of tension and peaceful reso-
lution of the matter”’, Mr Reeker said.

The acting spokesman rejected the notion that the
United States may be involved in discussions which
may be taking place between India and Pakistan
directly. “I am not aware of that. I think we have
talked about a number of high-level visitors. We
have a regular dialogue with both governments. But
as | said, we don’t see ourselves as mediators,” Mr
Reeker remarked going on to say that the interpreta-
tion of the American role as “mediator” was the
work of some reporters.

The spokesman also brushed aside a question
whether during a recent visit to the region the Un-
der-Secretary of State for Political Affairs, Mr Tho-

3 JW\’ZIH_‘

.S. denies repo&s/ on mediation

mas Pickering, was asked by either India or Pakistan
to take a message back to the United States that
either side would be willing to have the United
States as a mediator. “I am not aware of any such
thing, no,” Mr Reeker responded.

Meanwhile the Clinton Administration is not will-
ing to officially comment on a news report that Pa-
kistan may have a more advanced nuclear and
missile system than India, a system that was more
powerful with more weapons than that of India. The
report of NBC News, quoting senior military and
intelligence officials, said that Pakistan’s nuclear ar-
senal was “vastly superior” to that of India with up
to five times the nuclear warheads and had actually
more capability to use them.

Taking refuge under the topic of “intelligence
matters”’, Mr Reeker argued that he was not in a
position to comment or discuss the report. “‘But let
me say, this is not a question of a numbers game.
The right number is zero on both sides. Exactly how
many nuclear missiles each side could assemble and
deploy if it chose to do so is not as important as
avoiding an arms race”’, the acting spokesman said.

“Our view, as we've stated on numerous occa-
sions, has been to work hard with both sides to urge
restraint and exercising of restraint in nuclear weap-
ons and development and to resume a dialogue to
resolve tensions. We would like to bring both India
and Pakistan into the global non-proliferation main-
stream and that's the message the President deliver-
ed very strongly when he visited both countries”’.

‘India ready to meet challenge’

NEW DELHI, JUNE 8. India today made light of press
reports that its nuclear arsenal was a fraction of Pa-
kistan’s capabilities, stating it was fully prepared to
meet any challenge to the country’s unity and integ-
rity.

Commenting on an NBC report that India’s home-
grown arsenal was overstated, a spokesman of the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said, “‘we are alert
to developments that have bearing on our security

* capabilities.”— UNI



FPaswan to address
Indo-US business

councll meet v\”v\<

New Delhi, June 11 \m

MINISTER OF Communicatipns Ran Vilas Paswan will
address the annual general myeeting of the US-India
Business Council (USIBC) in San Fransisco this week.

He will make a vision statemejt on the possible syner-
gies between the two countries in the telecom sector and
outline the various initiatives taken by India, the current
scenario and issues relating to opportunities of invest-
ment in India.

The meeting being held on June 13 will be attended by
over two hundred US coporates from diverse sectors, an
official release said here today.

The minister will meet leading personalities of Silicon
Valley including non-resident Indians and discuss with
them the development of telecom infrastructure in the
country to meet the challenges of India becoming an IT
superpower, it said.

Paswan will also lead a round table discussion at the
Stanford University which will attended by leading NRIs,
IT professionals and leading economists.

It said that Paswan during his tour would also visit
Chicago, New York and Washington for an interaction
with the representatives of the US telecom industry and
financial institutions to generate greater understading in
the American investors circle abgut the current telecom
scenario and the emerging jMyéstment opportunities for
them in India. (PTI)

e HINDUSTAN TL.Z.
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'INDIA BHLIKELY TO GIVE IN TO PRESSURE

JS attacks India’s
auto policy, asks

for dispute pafﬁil

Sheila Mathrani

(.,
GENEVA 12 JUNE

IS THE US putting pressure

on India to agree to a new

trade round by going to the
World Trade Organisation’s
(WTO) trade court against some
of its policies?

India’s automobile policy has
officially come under attack by
the US, which has requested the
WTO’s dispute settlement body
for the establishment of a panel to
decide on what the US considers
as certain Indian measures affect-
ing trade and investments in the
motor vehicle sector inconsistent
with India’s obligations under the
WTO Agreement.

The WTO is a mercantilist
organisation and it is challenging
India in the international trade
court again. The :
Economic Times ;
edition  dated
May 24
announced that
the US would
soon be targeting
motor policies of
different coun-
tries, particular-
ly India. The US request for the
establishment of a dispute settle-
ment panel in its complaint
against India has been put on the
agenda of WTQO’s DSB of June 19.

It is assumed that India will
very likely reject this first
request, when the item comes up
for discussion in the June 19
meeting, however it will not be
able to avoid its establishment at
the next meeting, when it will be
automatically established.

The US communication to
WTO specifies that on June 2,
1999 the US government had
asked for consultations with the
government of India, which were
held (together with Japan and the
EC) on July 20, 1999.

Interestingly enough the US
bases its request for the panel on
the fact that India did not reply to
its written request of July 30,
1999 for certain additional ques-
tions” after just one consultation

rutl: Bum ?

with the Indian government on
the July 20.

One can question the reason
why the US did not, therefore,
request for further consulta-
tions or send another request to
India if it was not satisfied, or
did it deliberately not react in
order to push its agenda with
India for the Seattle ministerial
meeting, which failed.

The US accuses India‘s mea-
sures in the motor vehicle sector
as being inconsistent. India’s obli-
gations under Article III:4 and
XL of the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade 1994 (GATT
1994), and Articles 2.q and 2.2 of
the Agreement on Trade-Related
Investment Measures (TRIMS).

In its communication to the
WTO's legal division the US

gy == states that cer-
tain  Indian
measures
affecting trade
and investment
in the motor
vehicle sector

are inconsis-

tent with

India‘s obliga-

tions under the WTO
Agreement..

In its recent country report

on India, the US Trade

Representative’s office states that
the Indian press reports indicate
that the Indian government will
eliminate the MoU and foreign
exchange balancing requirements
for foreign auto investments
when quantitative restrictions are
phased out on April 1, 2001, but
will maintain local content and
export requirements on such
investments after that date.

In the WTO's recent release
celebrating the 200th dispute
brought to the DSB, the analysis
of the total number of disputes
shows that 48 of the 118 cases
brought forward by the US, Japan
and EU were targeted against
developing countries, among
which India and Argentina were
the most targeted, followed by
Brazil and Korea. /

The Economic Tin:..
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.S. criticises Prithvi missile test

WASHINGTON: The U.S. has criti-
cised India for conducting a test of
its Prithvi missile, warning that it

could increase ten51<xqs in South

Asia.
511‘?16 }ﬁe the stgg\:gpart—

ment’s reac{ion come as top U.S.
diplomats redumed security discus-
sions with Pak§stan, which had been
stalled for more than a year.

“We regret the Indian govern-
ment’s decision to proceed with this
test,” state department spokesman
Richard Boucher said on Friday.
“We have long urged countries de-
veloping missile systems, including
India and others, to exercise re-
straint.” “Missile testing has the po-
tential to increase tensions in the
region, and we hope that India will
consider the impact of missile tests
under current circumstances,” Mr
Boucher said.

He was critical of recent U.S. me-
dia reports that Pakistan’s nuclear
capability was much greater than
previously thought and superior to
India’s. Both countries tested nu-
clear weapons in May 1998.

“While there are differences in
the programmes between the two
countries, overall we believe there
is rough parity in their nuclear and

delivery capabilities,” Mr Boucher
said. “Whatever differences exist
do not appear to be strategically
significant.”

“Speculation” about whether
one side is more advanced in its nu-

clear capability is “potentially -

destabilising,” he warned. The Ind:-
an missile test and Mr Boucher’s
comments came as Pakistan’s for-
%{gn minister, Abdul Sattar, was in
ashington for the first bilateral
security talks since February 1999.

Mr Sattar had met deputy secre-
tary of state Strobe Talbott on
Thursday to discuss nuclear issues
and the Kashmir dispute, Mr
Boucher said. The Pakistani
pledged that Islamabad would soon
sign the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty, he added.

Mr Sattar also met undersecre-
tary of state Thomas Pickering for
parallel discussions of U.S. concerns
about Pakistan’s military regime,
the spokesman said. Secretary of
state Madeleine Albright joined the
meeting “briefly,” Mr Boucher said.

The US. officials pressed Mr Sat-
tar to help pressure the Taliban in

‘Afghanistan to hand over Osama

Bin Laden, the terrorist leader
wanted by the U.S. in connection

with the 1998 bombing of two U.S.
embassies in Africa.

At a press conference on Friday,
Mr Sattar was unapologetic about
the prosecution of former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif

“A key to the stability and sus-
tainability of democracy in Pak-
istan will be the process of account-
ability of the elected representa-
tives,” Mr Sattar said. “The govern-
ment, therefore, is engaged in pros-
ecuting those who abuse the power
entrusted to them by the electorate,
for corruption and plunder,” he
said. He stressed the Musharraf
government’s commitment to hold-
ing elections by 2002, and the hope
that “elected leaders will bring hon-
esty and integrity to their offices
and will address national, rather
than personal, agendas.”

As for the Taliban in
Afghanistan, the Pakistani minister
said Washington would do better
through “engagement” than by im-
posing sanctions. He was repeated-
ly interrupted in his press confer-
ence by Afghan protesters and
journalists demapdipg that Islam-
abad stop its s rt of the Tal-
iban. ora) /
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Indiaﬁoﬁld use arms control agree

ments to enhance national security

" Disarmin oly nonprolific

he second anniversary of the
Bharatiya Janata Party-led
government’s decision to test
nuclear weapons passed off
relatively unnoticed in India.
But, nonetheless, it was remarkable for
the realization that even in the stratified
world of nuclear “haves” and “have-
nots” there was a separation between
the men and the boys. Nowhere was this
more evident than in the environment
which heralded the respective anniver-
saries of the Pokhran and Chagai tests.

As the anniversary of Pakistan’s
tests approached, there were alarmist
reports that General Pervez Mushar-
raf’s junta might embark on yet another
round of nuclear testing. The Bill Clin-
ton administration went so far as to
warn Islamabad against any such ac-
tion. In marked contrast, official state-
ments in Washington made the point
that there was nothing to suggest that
India was on any similar course. In
other words, the international commu-
nity trusted India’s assertion that New
Delhi had imposed a voluntary morato-
rium on further testing, despite the fact
that the major powers, especially the
United States, are yet to live down the re-
alization that India fooled international
intelligence and hoodwinked their satel-
lites in 1998 into thinking that no nu-
clear tests were underway in Pokhran.

But more significant than this global
trust in nuclear India was the way the
Atal Behari Vajpayee government con-
ducted itself in the run-up to the an-
niversary on May 9. Two days before the
anniversary, external affairs minister,
Jaswant Singh, made a landmark state-
ment in Parliament on the nuclear non-
proliferation treaty. The import of the
statement was largely lost even on those
Indians who normally take an interest
in national security issues, caught up as
they were with the crisis in Sri Lanka.
Singh’s statement was made in the back-
drop of a conference then taking place in
New York to review the NPT, held every
five years despite the treaty’s extension
in perpetuity.

Compressed into 11 paragraphs, it
signalled India’s foray into the global
arms control regime, its head held high
as a declared nuclear weapons state.Ina
nutshell, it signalled — on reading be-
tween the lines — New Delhi’s willing-
ness to abide by the key provisions of the
treaty as a nuclear weapons state, even
while staying out of the NPT. This is the
first time since the NPT was formalized
in 1970 that any Indian government has
countenanced the idea of living with the
treaty, which has been repeatedly con-
demned as unequal and discriminatory.

o understand the significance of

I what Singh said in Parliament on
May 9, it is important that his
statement should not be read in isola-
tion. Speaking on the opening day of the
NPT review, the US secretary of state,
Madeleine Albright, was candid. “There
is no provision in the treaty for new nu-
clear weapons states”, she said. “We will
not break faith with all the states — from
the former Soviet republics to South
Africa — who made good decisions to
strengthen their own security and the
cause of non-proliferation by joining the
NPT”, she added. This, in reality, is the
fundamental dilemma facing the 187
states which have signed and ratified the
treaty. There is no provision in the NPT

DIPLOMACY

i

for new nuclear powers; but such nu-
clear powers are a reality which cannot
be ignored if the treaty is to survive.

At the same time, if the five states
which are allowed by the NPT to retain
their nuclear weapons agree to others
joining their exclusive club, how can
they compensate those states which
opted out of the nuclear race for having
done so? After all, it was a combination
of Western pressure and incentives,
rather than any moral compulsions,
which forced these states to abjure their
atom bombs.

Albright was followed by China’s Sha

Zukang, who pointed out that while arti-
cle six of the NPT enjoins nuclear
weapons states to pursue negotiations to
bring about global nuclear disarma-
ment, the US was engaged in efforts to
overwhelmingly enhance its first strike
capacity.

If these contradictions pulling apart
the NPT regime were one aspect of the
New York conference that influenced
Singh’s statement, another was Israel’s
nuclear opacity, which was no longer de-
fensible. Indeed, India has got a lot to
thank Israel for the way it got off with-
out much of the expected criticism.

At the NPT review, the Americans

and others who wanted to talk about

India were in a dilemma. They had to .

allow a free-wheeling discussion on Is-
rael’s nuclear capability if they were to
talk about the Indian or Pakistani nu-
clear tests.

The sense at the United Nations
throughout the review conference was
that the only practical way out of the
dilemmas facing the NPT community
was to accept the de facto nuclear status
of India, Pakistan and Israel, and find a
way to make these states accept the pro-
visions of the NPT, even if they contin-
ued to refuse to sign the treaty.

KP.NAYAR % o

Disarmament and non%aroliferation
think-tanks in the West have already
started talking about such a possibility,
which would have been nothing short of
heresy until the Pokhran and Chagai
tests. Acronym Institute, one such think-
tank, says in a report that “there is no
prospect of India, Israel or Pakistan giv-
ing up their nuclear capabilities and ad-
hering to the NPT as non-nuclear
weapon states. Nor could they become
acknowledged as nuclear weapon states
without undesirable legal and political
consequences...Some governments are
increasingly making the pragmatic ar-

‘ Singh has signalled
that India now needs to
move on with its agenda

for disarmament ,

gument that it is most important to per-
suade these three de facto nuclear
weapon possessors to undertake the
obligations in the NPT”.

Singh’s statement to Parliament is
significant because it reflects these real-
ities of the NPT regime. Two years ago,
when India exploded its nuclear wea-
pons amidst Doomsday predictions from
those opposed to the tests,few'believed
that it would be the global non-prolifera-
tion regime that would be put on the de-
fensive as a result of Pokhran and Cha-
gai. Without gloating over the ract that
the Vajpayee government'’s calculations
behind the nuclear tests have come true,
Singh has signalled that India now needs
to move on with its agenda for disarma-
ment, even as it retains its claimtobe a
nuclear weapon state.

Such an effort couldn’t be more time-
ly in the effort to regain India’s position

within the global disarmament move-
ment (which was lost with the decision
in Geneva in 1996 to block the global test
ban treaty) and, at the same time, work
towards international acceptance of .
India’s nuclear status. A notable element
of the NPT review was the wide accep-
tance of the “new agenda coalition”, a
group of seven countries severely criti-
cal of the slow pace of disarmament by
the nuclear weapon states. The coalition
— made up of Egypt, New Zealand,
South Africa, Brazil, Ireland, Mexico
and Sweden — includes some countries
which will never come to terms with a
nuclear India.

11 the same, India must work outa
Amodus vivendi with this coali-

tion, if only because there is a
broad convergence of objectives be-
tween its members and India, which has
been a strong proponent of nuclear dis-
armament ever since independence.
South Block should not forget that last
year, this coalition managed to persuade
the UN general assembly to adopt a reso-
lution that called upon nuclear weapon
states “to engage without delay in an ac-

‘celerated process of negotiations” to-

wards disarmament. While all this is en-
couraging evidence of how South Block
has been able to turn around in India’s
favour what appeared to be an impossi-
ble situation only two years ago, more
thought needs to be given in New Delhi
to nuclear policy itself in the long run.
Those in charge of the policy appear to
be content that a so called nuclear doc-
trine has been published.

The composition of the new national
security advisory board suggests that
for many in New Delhi’s establishment,
the nuclear doctrine has been an end in
itself. They would do well to learn from -
Vladimir Putin’s Moscow, more so now
that New Delhi’s contacts with the new
Kremlin have been activated, what with
the external affairs minister visiting
Russia. A few days before the NPT re-
view opened in New York, the Kremlin
ratified the second strategic arms reduc-
tion treaty which will cut Russia’s nu-
clear arsenal by 2,500 warheads to a fig-
ure of 3,500 by the year 2007. Why?

Because Putin wants to divert bil-
lions of dollars saved from nuclear cut-
backs into repairing his country’s con-
ventional forces. The Chechen experi-
ence and simmering trouble along Rus-
sia’s borders as well as the borders of
states known as its “near-abroad” have
convinced Putin that old-fashioned sol-
diers on the ground are what-isneeded
for Russia’s security now — not presti-
gious nuclear warheads attached to
inter-continental ballistic missiles.

administration’s rationale for the

new missile defence programme.
Washington believes-that the-threat to
its security comes from some rogue state
like Saddam Hussein’s Irag launching a
missile at New York against which a mis-
sile defence system is vital.

What Jaswant Singh and Vajpayee
ought to consider;, now that India has nu-
clear weapons, is what kind of defence
the country needs and where the biggest
threat to India emanates from. That will
enable them, as Putin has admirably
done within days of his election, to turn
arms control agreements into ways of
enhancing national security.

For that matter, look at the Clinton



U.S. to help free peacekeepers

WARSAW, JUNE 27. The United States has assured India
that it would take up with the concemed authorities
the issue of securing the safety of Indian peacekeep-
ers in strife-torn Sierra Leone even as New Delhi
sought “greater clarity’” and cooperation to ensure
their well-being. INER

an Inter-Governmental Conference on ‘“democratic
governance,” here last night.

Mr. Singh said the “difficult and complex” sit-
uation faced by the Indian peacekeepers in Sierra
Leone figured prominently in the meeting.

“The Secretary of State was fully supportive and
very understanding of our concerns and promised to

discuss with the concerned officials,” Mr. Singh sai-
d.Issues relating to non-proliferation and disarma-
ment also figured along with bilateral and regional
matters at the meeting convened mainly to discuss
the planned visit of the Prime Minister, Mr, A.B.
Vajpayee to the U.S. some time in Septembef\this
year.

On nuclear non-proliferation, Mr. Singh outlined
the Indian position on how the Government had an
“obligation” to obtain “political consensus”in his
country over the issue. Ms. Albright was also in-
formed that India “will be moving towards it now.”

Noting that parleys with Mr. Singh was the only
bilateral meeting Ms. Albright had during her three-
day stay in Warsaw, Indian‘officials said there was a
clear intention by both the sides to maintain the
momentum of strengthening Indo-U.S. relations.
— PTI :



Wnback wants

Clinton to lift Ay
sanctions before

PM’s Sept. vis{%r}\"

@ By Ramesh Chandr

e Times of India News Service

WASHINGTON: “It is outrageous
that while the Clinton administration
is moving towards lifting economic
sanctions against North Korea, a coun-
try which is run by one of the world’s
most notorious dictators, against India,
a great democracy and which ought to
be one of the strategic partners of the
U.S. economic sanctions remain firmly
in place,” remarked Senator Sam
Brownback, the chairman of the
Foreign Relations Sub-committee on
Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs.

Mr Brownback has been in the fore-
front of legislative initiatives in the
U.S. Senate to lift a panoply of eco-
nomic sanctions imposed on India in
the aftermath of the Pokhran-ll
nuclear detonations in May 1998.

Mr Brownback, who at 44 is the sen-
ior senator from Kansas having
replaced Bob Dole, in an interview to
The Times of India stated he would like
to see the remaining sanctions on India
lifted before Indian Prime Minister
A B. Vajpayee’s Washington visit, which
is tentatively scheduled for eatly
September. A persuasive orator on the
Senate floor, Mr Brownback is amongst
those Republicans who now vigorously
advocates coherent, lucidly focussed
and separate American policies towards
India and Pakistan rather than the often
befuddling and intertwined zero-sum
policies pursued by the Clinton admin-
istration in the Indian subcontinent.

But when pressed, he concedes that
the Clinton yatra to India was successful
that reflected a degree of warmth held
for the US. amongst Indians. Now he
says it is time to repay in kind such gen-
erosity when the Indian Prime Minister
visits this country on his first official
visit. “I would like to invite Prime
Minister Vajpayee to visit Kansas and
we will accord him a hearty welcome.”
What the Republican senator, known
for his mastery on issues relating to gov-
ernment reform, restructuring social
security and boosting American agricul-
tural exports in the international mar-
ketplace, would like to see unfold dur-
ing Mr Vajpayee’s visit is a multifaceted
itinerary a la Clinton in India.

Kansas as a leading farm state would

" be a prime venue and he feels Kansas

would give the Indian visitor a memo-
rable welcome. But his immediate focus

and sense of outrage is on the persistent |

economic sanctions imposed on India.

At one stage the Kansas senator was !

perceived by a section of the Indian
American community as being a trifle
“soft” on Pakistan at the expense of
India—that assessment seems to have
rapidly changed no doubt helped by the
muilitary coup d’etat in Islamabad.

Mr Brownback minces no words in
lashing the administration for what he
sees as a “flawed policy” of holding the
sanctions “hostage” to a single issue—
nuclear non proliferation. Last week, he
made another bold attempt and intro-
duced an amendment to the Foreign
Operations Appropriations Bill to hft
the sanctions. He was compelled to
withdraw the amendment because it
violated the U.S. Senate rule which does
not allow authorisation language in an
appropriations bill.

Undaunted by the reverse, the sena-
tor, who serves in four key committees
in the 106th Congress, vowed to keep
“fighting” until the Brownback amend-
ment was enacted into law.

What riles several senators who are
favourably disposed towards India is
that the Clinton administration has
adamantly refused to use the waiver
authority provided to it by lawmakers
to lift the sanctions—til
benchmarks are met.

its nuclear
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U.S., India can develop
new relationship: Berger

By Sridhar Krishnaswami 'HD las “overwhe(ﬂ/n‘, " and “a real-

WASHINGTON, MAY 4. The United
States President, Mr. Bill Clinton’s
recent visit to India has given
hope that the U.S. and India can
develop a new relationship based
on mutual respect and partner-
ship and what the President did in
India was to change the ‘‘the
terms of reference of our relation-
ship with India”, the National Se-
curity Advisor, Mr. Sandy Berger,
has said.

Mr. Berger has made com-
ments on the President’s visit to
India and Pakistan during a visit
to the East Asian Institute of Co-
lumbia University in New York.
The comments have been report-
ed in the Washington File of the
USIA (now part of the State State-
ment). Mr. Berger’s primary pur-
pose in Columbia University was
to argue the case for granting Per-
manent Normal Trading Rela-
tions status for China.

“In India, Mr. Clinton was very
straightforward and candid with
his concerns about the nuclear
programme, his concerns about
seeking a military solution in
Kashmir as opposed to a peaceful
solution. But he also said that we
are natural allies”. Further, ac-
cording to Mr. Berger, the Presi-
dent argued that the if the world’s
oldest democracy and the world’s
largest democracy “don’t have a
natural affinity, something is ter-
ribly wrong"'.

ly quite enormdus outpouring'”,
Mr. Berger is shid to have re-
marked going or{ to interpret this
as an indication fhat “the Indians
are ready for a hew relationship
with the US based on respect,
based on mutuality, based on
partnership,” Mr. Berger has said.

The National Security Advisor
has argued —— and something
that has been around for quite a
while —— that Mr. Clinton went
to Pakistan despite the military
coup because it was important
not to bypass that country as also
to maintain a channe] to the gov-
ernment in Islamabad.

Arguing that Mr. Clinton, in his
address to the Pakistani people,
had said that they were on a
wrong course, Mr.Berger ex-
plained that the President essen-
tially told the Pakistanis that the
United States was their friend; to
figure out a way to restore democ-
racy; to stop thinking that they
could win a war in Kashmir; and
to start investing in their own
country.

‘Brand Pak.’
UNI reports:

Democratic Congressman
Frank Pallone has urged the Clin- !
ton administration to declare Pa-
kistan a terrorist state after the
publication on May 1 of the State
Department report which estab-
lished a clear link between Pakis-
tan and its official support for
terrorism in Kashmir.

The reaction of Indian people
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T is over six weeks since Chnton )
visitto the Indian subcontinent. The
focus of foreign policy and strategic
analyses on the event has been
about its impact on Indo-Pakistan rela-
- | tions and prospects of Indo-US relations.
" | Another dimension of the visit which has
. | notbeen taken note of, but which merits
attention is the regional and international
reaction to the visit, the new equations
which were sought to be established dur-
ing the Clinton-Vajpayee discussions.

- Reactions from different parts of the
world, particularty from our region, would
require appropriate responses in out. for-
eign policy. These responses will necessar-

“ilybe influenced by two factors. First, what
were the extended objectives thatwe hope
to achieve by the Clinton visit? Second,
perceptions about the visit in our neigh-

bouring-countries and amongst the coun- -

“tries further afield with whom India has
substantive refations. .

- The objectives which India has inmind
beyond the bilateral Indo-US framework

could be summed up as follows: Creation

of a durable basis for long-term and sub-
stantive economic, political and technolog-
ical relations with the US would result in
the other countries accepting India as a
credible partner for such cooperation. A

- strong relationship with the US will either
diminish or remove political and strategic
inhibitions that other countries, particularly
the Western democracies, might still have
aboutopening up relations with India. The
punitive and highly critical stance of the
West about India’s muclear and missile
weaponisation will be moderated if India
and the US sustain the dialogue on these is-
sueswith a view to enabling India topartici-
pate in the mainstream non-proliferation
negotiations without compromising on its
security interests.

The US policies on Indo—Pak relations
ascrystalised during the visit would hope-
fullyinfluence Pakistan which, in turn, may
improve the regiofial and political security
environment, giving a sense of security to
India’s other neighbours also. When India

& tren§th

cturingits refatfo the major
powers in the Eurasian lany ~—Rus
sia, China, and Japan —asul tive and

positive equation with the USycould form

the basis for an equilibrium in ndia’s rela-

tions with these countries.
Before commenting on the extent to

which these pbjectives are likely to be -

achieved, it would be relevant tosurvey in-
ternational reactions to the visit. These

have not been entirely posi- should not be antagonisticto -
tive. My interaction with developing equally good
academics and diplomats " relations with other coun-
of the SAARC region tries. Russian media com-
(leaving aside Pakistan), mentaries, inspired by de-
indicated an amount of ep background governme-
disappointm;nt and con- nt _brief:mg's,. asserted that
cem on thel_r part. The C.!mt.on svxsxtwasauped at
lelew. @qaresset;iﬂ}\,vas that ;hlptmg thg sutl)ist.znaltxve re-
e visit was totally concen- 4 ations and political equa-
trated on India-US rela- J:4N. Dixi { tions that exist between In-
tions and on dealing with o dia and the Russian Fed-

/ How the world sees Clinton’s Ir\@a visit ¥’

begets respect

wxl]mgnesstodxsamcrmmllssumrelawdto 4
security and non-proliferation with Indiaina .
practical manner, giving up the previous ofs

wards hegemonistic tendencies. Publica-
tions of the People’s Liberation Army of

" Chinacommentedcritically on the visit, im-
plying that the Indo-US equation has the

potential of becoming an anti-Chinese
strategic phenomenon. In contrast, a ma-

cro-level political response was that China®

welcomes the improvement in Indo-US re-
lations, that China firmly believes that good
relations with one country does not and

Russia and China are also focussing more
attention on India to balance. off competitive
strategic potentialities of equations between

India and the US

the critical dimensions of Indo-Pakistan
relations. There was no reference in the

“public pronouncements of either Clinton

or Vajpayee regarding India’s relations
with its other neighbours, Nor was there
any policy pronouncement regarding the

desirability of strengthening the SAARC .

or resolving a number of bilateral issues
between India and its other neighbours.
The apprehension tactfully articulated was

* that the smaller neighbours of Indiawould

have to face the predicament of the two
bigger powers, India and the USA, com-
ing to agreement on various problems af-

fecting the region without taking much no- -

tice of concerns of the smaller countries.
The reference to India’s prospective

role asamajor entity dealing with Asian se-

curity problems, may encourage India to-

eration. At the higher political level, the re-

action has beén that the Russian Federa-
tion will observe the emerging trends in
Indo-US relations with great interest and
that the Russian Federationisequally inter-
ested instrengthening relations with India.

Reactions of Western democracies fo-

" und expression both in policy statements

and actual diplomatic initiatives. The Aus-
tralian Foreign Minister, whose government
was stridently critical of India’s nuclear
weaponisation, visited India and indi- cated
that Australia wants to modify its original
stance andrevive relations with India. British
Foreign Secretary Robin Cook was in India
inthe first half of April inan entirely new and
positive incarnation. Apart from affirming
Britain’s desire to expand and diversify Indo-
Brttish economic relations, he indicated a

35 My 2
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atQry and tutorial approach.

"President Narayanan’s discussions
with French President Jacques Chiracand
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin helped in
giving positive orientations to Indo-French
relations. France also endorsed India’s
candidature for a permanent seat in the
Security Council in- more categorical
terms. The first meeting of the Sino-Indian
Joint Working Group on the Boundary
Question took place in New Delhi from
April 2910 May 1. President Narayanan’s
forthcomingvisit to China wouldbe of un-
doubted political significance transcend-
ing the ceremonial dimensions of the visit.

Reports from the US indicate that
Clinton himself has been active in empha-
sising the importance of India in US for-
eign policy, as an economic and political
partner. He has not only given his assess-
ment on these lines to the executive
branch of his governmentbufalsoto Con-
gressmen and senior leaders of the resi-
dent Indian community in the US.

Coming to the objectives which we’

have in mind as a consequence of his visit,
one could say that the general political and
economic objectives are being met. The sig-
nificant indicator is the World Bank sanc-
tioning the financial flows of just under one
billion dollars for various projectsin UP
Important powers like Russia and China
are alsofocussing more attention on India to

balance off competitive strategic potentiali-
tiesof equations between Indiaand the US.

While the US and other nuclear weapons !

powersremain insistent aboutInd:asngnmg
the CTBT etc, the stringency against India

s

has been replaced by incremental accep- |
tance of Indian nuclear realities and awill- !

ingness to discuss practical solutions with
India. While the punitive pressure may be
off, political and diplomatic pressure on In-
diawill continue on non-proliferation mat-
ters. India has to be particularly sensitive

.and responsive to the apprehensions of its

other South Asian neighbours.
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India, U.S. rule ou
«.¢ support to Eelam

By Our

NEW DELHI, MAY 24. India today said
that it was withholding any fresh
initiative for ending the strife in
Sri Lanka even as New Delhi and
Washington reiterated their rejec-
tion for an independent Tamil
State.

“Fighting is going on (in Sri
Lanka). There would be scope for
discussions if there is any fresh
development in the fighting,” the
Foreign Secretary, Mr. Lalit Mans-
ingh, said. He made these obser-
vations in the presence of the U.S.
Under- Secretary of State for Po-
litical Affairs, Mr. Thomas Picker-
ing, today.

Mr. Mansingh separately held
talks with Norway's special envoy
to Sri Lanka, Mr. Erik Solheim, as
international diplomacy to end
the crisis gathered momentum
today.

The Foreign Secretary and his
U.S. counterpart held marathon
talks this morning within the
framework of Indo-U.S. foreign
office consultations. The decision
to hold a regular dialogue be-
tween foreign office officials was
stated in the “vision document”
signed during the visit of the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, in
March this year.

Mr. Pickering addressing the

ecial Correspondent

press said that as visualised dur-.

ing Mr. Clinton’s trip, a ministe-
rial dialogue between the U.S.
Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine
Albright, and the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
would be held in Warsaw in early
June. Mr. Clinton had also invited
the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee, for an Indo-U.S. summit.

Mr. Pickering in this morning’s
talks had “expressed the decision
not to support any Tamil Inde-
pendent State,” Mr. Mansingh
said. While endorsing this view,
Mr. Pickering made four addi-

tional points while indicating the
U.S. approach to the crisis. First,
he said, the U.S. supported a ‘re-
gional  initiative”  revolving
around India to end the strife.
Second, Washington also backed
Norway's now “highly-devel-
oped” diplomatic effort in ad-
dressing the complex situation.
Third, the U.S. was not interven-
ing directly but was “watching the
situation in Sri Lanka carefully.”
Finally, Washington wanted to
prevent a “humanitarian catas-
trophe " at all costs.

The U.S. official expressed spe-
cial concern for the plight of civil-
ians caught in the crossfire
between the Army and the Tamil
rebels. The situation, he said, was
cut out for a prominent role by
the International Committee of
the Red Cross.

Mr. Mansingh, asked to com-
ment on his discussions with Mr.
Solheim, was reticent in his views.

The U.S. Under-Secretary of State for Political Affairs, Mr. Thomas

Wy

Qy

“Mr. Solheim briefed us about his
discussions in Sri Lanka. He is
now going back to Norway.”
Analysts here pointed out that
Norway was uniquely positioned
to facilitate the resolution of the
conflict. Unlike India and the
U.S., which have banned the
LTTE, Norway did not have to
cross legal hurdles in establishing
contacts with the Tigers. In fact,
sources pointed out that the Nor-
wegians had established regular
contacts with the LTTE through
the latter’s office in London.
Responding to  persistent
queries, Mr. Mansingh indicated
that an Indian roie in cvacuating
troops from Sri tunka was not im-
minent. He poinied out that Sri
Lanka was vei to make a formal
request. Sources said India would
help only if Colombo formally
asked New Delhi to do so and if
conditions were created for a cea-
sefire in the Jaffna peninsula.

Pickering, with the Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, In
New Delhi on Wednesday. — Photo: V. V. Krishnan
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NEW DELHI, May 25. — India

" ‘and the USA today discussed

the resumption of the Indo-Pak
dialogue with Washington
describing the Indian govern-
ment’s move to open a dialogue
with the Hurriyat leaders as an
“mportant contribution from
the Indian side” and expressing
hope that Pakistan too would
understand the situation and
make a positive contribution.
Saying the issue had been the
centrepiece of his discussions,
the US Under Secretary of
State, Mr Thomas Pickering,
said the USA saw the possibili-
ty of opening conversations
with the Hurriyat leaders as an
important and significant step
and expressed hope that India
would talk to them as also to
others who might be able to
contribute. The wishes of the
people of Kashmir should be
taken into account, he said.
Expressing hope that there
had been a change on the situ-
ation of cross-border terrorism,
Mr Pickering, however, pointed
out that Indian officials did not

Andia, USA discuss
talks W1th quq

%see any change in the 1e\XLG1/

a1l

infiltration gnd the violent
ivi had said that
real progress ¥n the ground
was the basis for resumption of
the dialogue he said adding
that the USA would also like to
see it. It was time for Pakistan
to make a move, he said.

Mr Pickering who proceeds to
Islamabad from New Delhi
said he would discuss the
return of democracy, non-pro-
liferation, economic situation,
instability along the Line of
Control, Afghanistan and
Osama Bin Laden with
Pakistan.

Asked about the reports that
Pakistan might conduct another
nuclear test, Mr Pickering said
the USA was always disturbed
at any report that testing might
occur notwithstanding the
veracity of the report and
always followed it up. Both |
Pakistan and India had commit-
ted themselves against future
tests he said expressing hope
that this remained in place even
while the USA engaged wit

them to sign the CTBT
/
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AK. TOLD TO CUT DOWN CROSS-BORDER VIOLENGE

+ Pickering pitches for
ahore process revival

Pz
By C. Raja Mohan %/\ >

NEW DELHI, MAY 25, Hoping for a revival of the
stalled Indo-Pak dialogue, the United Stdtes
has asked Pakistan to reduce cross- bordertvi-
olence and India to consider seriously the of-

fer from Islamabad for talks. ? V\‘OU/ L}%
The visiting U.S. Under-Secretary for Polit*

cal Affairs, Mr. Thomas Pickering, told the
press here that the resumption of the Lahore
process was at the “‘centre-stage” of his talks
with the Foreign Secretary, Mr. Lalit Mans-
ingh. Mr. Pickering also met the Principal Sec-
retary to the Prime Minister and the National
Security Adviser, Mr. Brajesh Mishra.

The interaction between Mr. Pickering and
the Indian officials involved some delicate
diplomatic jousting on the exact “‘sequence”
of steps needed for resuming the dialogue. In-
dia has refused to return to the negotiating
table unless Pakistan puts an end to cross-
border terrorism. While New Delhi believes an
end to violence must precede the talks, the
U.S. may be looking for simultaneous move-
ment of positions in both countries.

Mr. Pickering, who left here today for Isla-
mabad, is expected to take up the question of
stability across the Line of Control with the
leadership in Pakistan. He is likely to tell the
Pakistani Chief Executjve; Gen. Pervez Mush-
arraf, that reduction’of cross-border violence

would make the Indo-Pak dialogue meaning-
ful. Neither New Delhi nor Washington is
looking for public commitments or declara-
tions from Islamabad on ending cross-border
terrorism. What they want to see is a real
change in the ground situation.

Mr. Pickering said India believes there is
“no detectable change” in Islamabad’s sup-
port to cross-border terrorism since the visit of
the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, to the sub-
continent. While recognising India’s deep dis-
appointment with the Kargil episode, Mr.
Pickering has urged India not to forget the
Lahore peace process.

While pressing Pakistan to bring down the
level of violence, the US. hopes to persuade
India “‘to consider very seriously” Gen. Pervez
Musharraf’s repeated offers to meet the Indian
leaders.

Lauds Kashmir talks

Mr. Pickering welcomed India’s move to en-
gage the dissidents in Jammu and Kashmir
and hoped that there would be more moves
towards ‘‘calming the conflict in Kashmir”.
These include improvenent in the human
rights situation there anl engaging segments
of political opinion othe than the Hurriyat.
The American expectaton is that Pakistan
would make its own conribution to peace in
Kashmir by reducing thelevel of violence.

Besides the question € resumption of the”

Indo-Pak dialogue, Mr. Pickering's agenda in

Islamabad includes non- proliferation, return |

to democracy, terrorism and Afghanistan, and
the economic situation in Pakistan.

Over the last two days, Mr. Pickering initi-
ated the first-ever formal dialogue on Asian
security issues between New Delhi and Wash-
ington. This dialogue was agreed upon during
Mr. Clinton'’s visit India last March. The two
sides reviewed a broad range of developments
in the region from the Persian Gulf to the Ko-
rean peninsula, including China.

Sri Lanka discussed

The current crisis in Sri Lanka figured prom-
inently in Mr. Pickering’s talks. New Delhi and
Washington had been in continuous touch
over Sri Lankan developments over the last
few weeks. India and the U.S. have similar ob-
jectives — preserving the unity and integrity of
Sri Lanka while ensuring full respect for the
aspirations of the Tamil minority.

Both sides are also supporting the Norwe-
gian initiative to facilitate an eventual cease-
fire and dialogue among the warring parties in
Sri Lanka. The consultations on Sri Lanka, dip-
lomatic sources here said, reflect the fact that
Indo-U.S. ties “have progressed to a level of
mytual trust and desire for greater cooper-

/aﬁgon” on regional security issues in the sub-
continent and beyond.
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Indo- US cooperatwu

on prevention of e
cyber crime llkely

N. C. Menon
Washington, May 26

"TODAY IN India, Informallon
Technology (IT) is a fashion for
many, a passion for a few and a
misston for me," said Information
Technology Minister Pramod
Mahajan here today. Mahajan is
here on a week's visit to meet aca-
demics, NRIs, government offi-
cials and giant American IT corpo-
rations.

"T want to take IT from the cities
to the villages, and from the
English-speaking to those who
speak the regional languages," the
Minister
said, "I want
to take IT to

'}y \hAdmlmstratlon (SBA) on the sub- |

Mahajan’s US visit

ject of utilising small scale indus- |
tries for I'T.

The Minister pointed out that in
the last five years or so Indian IT
professionals had added about § 50
billion to the US economy.

He had told all his interlocutors
here that a new India was born,
"not the India of snake charmers,
but a nation of mouse users."

Officials at the New York Stock
Exchange, which the minister visit-
ed, were keen to have Indian com-
panies listed. About 100 Indian
companies any likely to be listed in
the NYSE in
a couple of

the masses."

He pointed out that the digital
divide was wider in India than in
the developed nations and that was
one of its greatest challenges.

The minister and the delegation
he heads had an interesting and
extended interaction with the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) here yesterday. They were
briefed on how the FBI handles
cyber crime. Mahajan intends to
suggest to the Home Ministry that
Indian officials should be trained
in cyber crime, with some of them
being sent to the US for special
training. Mahajan also urged FBI
contracts to have an international
agreement on dealing with cyber
crime since it was difficult to ascer-
tain where it originated.

The Minister aiso held discus-
sions with the Small Business

years.
Internet

penetration in India is just 1%, tel- N
com 3%. and television 31%. The
combined penetration of 35% is
low from the Indian point of view,
but for the foreign investor, it is an
opportunity represented by 35% of
one billion people.

From $50 million five years ago,
India's softwate exports has
jumped the current $5 billion. It
has been estimated that in 2008,
India's production in the IT sector
would be $87 billion, of which $50
billion would be exports. Many US
experts believe the figure to be
under-estimated.

The Minister agreed that concen-
trating on software alone would be
lop-sided. But hardware develop-
ment needed bit capital and a
great deal of Research and
Development.

PHE HINDUSTAN TRES
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X By Amit Baruah 1’\1") |

ISLAMABAD, MAY 27. The United States haks
made it clear that its support for India as a
permanent member of the U.N. Security
Council would have to take into account
New Delhi's “commitment fo international
principles, including those of disarmament
and non-proliferation’”.

The visiting U.S. Under-Secretary of
State, Mr. Thomas Pickering, told reporters
here today that Washington had hoped for
greater ‘‘forward movement” from Pakis-
tan on the issues of curbing terrorism, eas-
ing tension along the Line of Control and
restoring democracy since the visit of Mr.
Bill Clinton to Islamabad on March 25.

Making it clear that the U.S. view on ad-
ditional permanent Security Council seats
depended on a “‘number of principles”,
Mr. Pickering, said the Council had to re-
main an effective international body.

““Thirdly, with respect to the expansion
of the Council, the U.S. believes that there
needs to be the development of a signif-
icant consensus, particularly among prin-
cipal States in various regions, who are the
leading contenders for new permanent
scats. The U.S. has told India, as it has told
many other countries, that it will consider

its candidacy against the backdrop of these
principles, and that is precisely what we are
doing,” Mr. Pickering stated.

Clearly, if the U.S. believes that Pakistan
is also a regional contender for an Asian
seat, then the possibility of “consensus”
emerging between India and Pakistan can
safely be ruled out. However, Mr. Picker-
ing’s principles say nothing specifically
about India and the U.N. resolutions on
Kashmir, a point which will be noted in
Islamabad.

Mr. Pickering, who today met the For-
eign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, told report-
ers that he had a “long and fruitful”
conversation on Friday with the Chief Ex-
ecutive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf. His discus-
sions with Pakistani interlocutors covered
Afghanistan and Osama bin Laden, Kash-
mir and the issue of ‘“‘continued activity in
and around Kashmir and our hope for a
peaceful  dialogue”, non-proliferation,
CTBT and the importance the U.S. at-
tached to the continued unilateral morato-
ria declared by India and Pakistan on
further nuclear tests.

Asked if there had been a forward move-
ment on curbing terrorism and the restora-
tion of democracy by Pakistan since visit of
the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, on
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March 25, Mr. Pickering replied: ‘I would
believe obviously that it would be unreal-
istic for me to say there has been no move-
ment; of course, there has been movement.
But it would be equally unrealistic for me to
say that we didn’t hope for a great deal
more forward movement in each of these
areas.”

“We remain convinced that there needs
to be further movement with real action on
the ground... both with respect to the con-
tinued violence across the LoC and artillery
shelling and small arms fire. We would
hope for signs of an early reduction of vio-
lence in Kashmir and that this is something
both Pakistan and India can find ways to
contribute to. But we would hope that this
would help open early the way to dialogue.
We don't yet see a dialogue being started
and we believe that a dialogue will be im-
portant both in calming the situation and
increasing the search for peace,” he said.

Stating that U.S. would continue the
“friendly dialogue” with both Pakistan and
India, Mr. Pickering stressed that his visit
was related to a follow-up of discussions
between Mr. Clinton and leaders in Islama-
bad and New Delhi.

Pointing to the distrust that prevented a
process of reconciliation, the U.S. official

+\ Pickering lists benchmarks for Council Séat%\

said: “The way to bring about ajsolutio
that problem is to find ways to falk togeth-
er, take common actions, and by\the build-
ing up of common endeavours..” On
Afghanistan, he rejected the Pakistani view
that Islamabad had little or no role in
bringing the Saudi-born rebel, Osama bin
Laden, to justice. The U.S., he said, be-
lieved that Pakistan had an “extraordinary
and important” strategic relationship with
Afghanistan.
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NEW DELHI 18 APRIL

PRIME MINISTER Atal Behari
Vajpayee accused the Congress
of resorting to “political nega-
i tivism” and blamed it for misin-
i forming the nation about party
{ president Sonia
 Gandhi’s stand on
the puclear issue in
her talks with
President Clinton.

“The Congress
spokesman
informed the media
that the party dele-
gation had told Mr
Clinton that India
needed a minimum
nuclear deterrent.
Later, the party
denied having said this.
Petty political considerations
resulted in this political somer-
sault,” the Prime Minister told
the BJP’s national executive.

Attacking the Congress for
unwholesome political reflexes,
Mr Vajpayee charged the
Congress with lowering the stan-
dards of political debate in the
country. “The Congress has taken
recourse to political negativism
— from Pokhran to Kargil. The
kind of language used by the lead-
ers on the issue of Constitution
review is appalling,” the Prime
Minister added.

The political

resolution

jpayee slams -
Cong for negativism

&ur Political Bureau V}\o adopted by the party also mount-
97 P
LWL R

ed a frontal attack on Ms Gandhi
and the Congress’ recent deci-
sions to tie up with parties like
the RJD. In a direct attack on Ms
Gandhi and those who are willing
to hitch their political fortunes
with her, the resolution
added that the party
was caught in-a
cruel trap. )
“It  thinks
that there is no
survival for it

ing to the cares of a
dynasty. But the
more the dynasty
makes the
Congress into its
fiefdom, the faster
will be the erosion of
the party’s strength.”
The party document said the con-
trast today between the Congress
and the BJP is the starkest in
terms of quality of leadership.
But the harshest attack was
reserved for the Communists,
whom the BJP perceive as the
self-appointed ideologues of anti-
BIJP combinations. “Over the past
two decades, the Communists,
who are our main ideological
adversary, have become increas-
ingly irrelevant. Blind anti-
BJPism has become the common

slogan for survival ygh the
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HE U.S. President, Mr. B1ll Cli
ton’s recent visit to India was me
ticulously planned and adroitl
managed by both the American
ndian sides. In all his speeches and
arks in India, Mr. Clinton displayed
not only his extraordinary gifts as a com-
municator but also a remarkable sensitiv-
ity to India's perceived interests,
emotions and pride. At the same time,
Mr. Clinton left his Indian audience in no
doubt regarding the basic U.S. positions
on the nuclear, WTO and Kashmir issues
and on the resumption of Indo-Pakistan
dialogue.

The rhetorical questions posed by him
on the consequences of Pokhran Il car-
ried their own answers. And these were:
India is less secure today than it was be-
fore the tests; and India cannot afford a
sustained investment in both conven-
tional and nuclear forces while meeting
its goals for human development. He as-
serted that India was moving in the oppo-
site direction of the global trend of
foreswearing nuclear weapons. But he
conveniently forgot to mention that the
five recognised nuclear weapon states
were an exception to this trend. While
taking credit for the dismantling of nucle-
ar weapons by the United States and Rus-
sia, he deliberately kept back the fact that
even after this the arsenals left in their
possession were sufficient to destroy hu-
mankind many time over.

He reiterated the familiar U.S. demand
for “a dialogue about the connection be-
tween labour, the environment, and trade
and development”. He clearly tried to es-
tablish a link between trade on the one
hand and labour standards and environ-
ment on the other when he said that
“trade should not be a race to the bottom
in environmental and labour standards”’.
He conveyed the same message when he
said that “‘those who believe that trade
should contribute not just to the wealth
but also to the fairness of societies” were
speaking “for a large part of humanity”.
On the Kashmir issue, Mr. Clinton gave
no indication of any change in the basic
U.S. position that Kashmir was a dispute

which needed to be resolved and that in
this endeavougthe Kashmiri people must

By Muchkund Dubey

An intensive and constructive engagement with
the U.S. is a must for taking full advantage
of the globalisation process.

‘£ —

be consulted. While stating that he had
not come to South Asia to mediate the
Kashmir dispute, he did not rule out the
possibility of the U.S. extending a helping
hand as it did during the Kargil crisis.

There was, however, a welcome shift in
the U.S. understanding of the present sit-
uation in Kashmir. The shift has been
brought about by Pakistan’s proneness to
use force to resolve the problem in its
favour and the U.S. perception that this
can lead to an allout war, sliding into a
nuclear war. As the only superpower in
the world, the U.S. deems it a duty to pre-
vent such a drift to disaster in South Asia.
This shift which was evident since the
Kargil crisis was confirmed at the highest
level when Mr. Clinton stated in his press
conference in New Delhi on March 21:
“you cannot expect a dialogue to go for-
ward until there is absence of violence
and respect for the Line of Control”. In
his address to the Pakistani people, he
warned that “‘this era does not reward
people who struggle in vain to redraw
borders with blood”. There are two other
points on which there is now a greater
convergence of the U.S. and Indian
points of view. Mr. Clinton virtually ruled
out referendum when in an interview to
ABC, he said that ““there have been a lot of
changes since 1948 including what hap-
pened in 1971 ...”. And in the same in-
terview, he named certain elements
within the Pakistan Government as re-
sponsible for engaging in violence in
Kashmir.

The Indian Prime Minister displayed
remarkable dignity, restraint and firm-
ness on the occasion. He did not concede
any ground and seized the opportunity to
spell out in unambigious terms India’s
well-known positions on the need to
maintain a cr ible nuclear deterrence,
on its commjitment to a world free of nu-
ns and on its deep attach-
Midependence of judgement and

227 APR 20D

autonomy of action. He also refused to be
rushed into signing the CTBT.

Mr. Clinton’s visit to South Asia was
essentially a visit to India though he add-
ed to his itinerary Bangladesh by way of
courtesy and Pakistan because of com-
pulsion. From the bilateral point of view,
the visit was an unqualified success. Its
most significant outcome was the deci-
sion to institutionalise a whole series of
high level multi-faceted consultations be-
tween the two countries. These consulta-
tions will take place at the Summit,
Ministerial, senior officials and expert
fevels and will cover a wide range of is-
sues, including security and international
economic issues, trade, finance, science
and technology, energy and environ-
ment.

Mr. Clinton reserved some of his most
eloquent remarks during the visit to drive
home the supreme importance of under-
standing and partnership between India
and the U.S. There was no doubt an ele-
ment of exaggeration when he said at the
FICCI meeting in Mumbai that ‘it would
be difficult to imagine the world that I
would like to leave for my children with-
out a deeper and better partnership with
India”. But there was certainly a strong
element of truth in his remark at the same
meeting that “it is difficult to imagine In-
dia as she would like herself to be 10 to 20
years from now without a deeper and bet-
ter understanding with the U.S.”

No doubt, India’s destiny in the 21st
century will be shaped above all by its
own efforts. If we at all want to be count-
ed in the world, we will have to maintain
and accelerate the recent relatively higher
rates of growth, bring about a distinct im-
provement in the current highly unsatis-
factory social situation, and deal
effectively with the problem of govern-
ance. At the same time, an intensive and
constructive engagement with the U.S. is
a must for taking full advantage of the

7ﬁmldmg o the Clinton visit

globalisation process. This engagement
will inevitably involve give and take from
both sides. For India, the prize will be the
vast U.S. market — still the largest and the
most open in the world, and investment
and technology of which the U.S. is the
leader in the world. The U.S. interest and
commitment in India will depend upon

‘India’s continued higher rates of growth

and its providing an expanding space for
U.S. goods and services in its market. To
ensure this, we will have to go much fur-
ther down the road of liberalisation with-
out, however, going overboard. We will
continue to differ with the U.S. on certain
key WTO issues, on the role of the United
Nations in the new world order, and on
several aspects of the emerging interna-
tional financial architecture. High level
consultations envisaged on these issues
should bring our points of view closer.

In spite of its objections in principle to
the present non- proliferation regime, In-
dia has very rightly decided to respond
positively to Mr. Clinton’s call for bolster-
ing this regime. We have agreed to work
together with the U.S. to prevent prolifer-
ation of nuclear weapons and the means
of their delivery and we are going to con-
tinue our dialogue to narrow our differ-
ences and increase mutual
understanding on those non- prolifera-
tion and security issues which have been
under discussion for some time now.
However, our dialogue and cooperation
in this area should not in any way result
in the slowing down of our programme
for the acquisition of minimum nuclear
deterrent. We should fully retain our dis-
cretion for weaponisation. We should
continue Agni 1 tests with a view to oper-
ationalising it as soon as possible.

We should remain ready to carry out
sub-critical tests at the appropriate time,
if they are considered necessary on tech-
nical grounds. We also cannot afford to
enter into any commitment on deploy-
ment. Our deployment will depend upon
the current and prospective Chinese de-
ployment and what Pakistan is going to
do about it.

(The writer is a former External Affairs
Secrerary.)



U.S. will not oppose

ank loans to India

By Snd ar \Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, WPRIL 21 The Clinton
administratiop and senior World
Bank officials §re not in a position
to say whethen the United States
has taken a policy decision to for-
mally lift its objections to stalled
World Bank loans for India. But
there is an impression that Wash-
ington is allowing ‘‘progress”, fol-
lowing a report quoting the
National Security Council spokes-
man, Mr. Mike Hammer, as say-
ing ‘“prior objections in
areas—whether it's the environ-
ment or energy—that are non-
military are no longer there’.

Officials at the World Bank say
some $1 billion worth of projects
for India have been scheduled for
next week and will be cleared for,
the U. S. has made it known pri-
vately that it will not object to the
grant of these loans or canvass
opposition. The projects have to
do with Uttar Pradesh and are in
the realm of health and finance.

A Bloomberg News Report has
said the U.S. Government, having

WO

eased the sanctions durmg last
month'’s visit by the President to
India, is also allowing progress on
long-stalled World Bank loans.
The Clinton administration had
blocked four planned loans for
electricity and highway projects
worth $1.6 billion. Quoting a
World Bank spokesman, the re-
port said at least one of the four
$330- million hydro power pro-
grammes would now be approved
quickly.

What has been said at the
World Bank is that projects are
continually being looked at. A re-
newable energey project—on a
national scale in India—costing
about $300 million is likely to ma-
terialise in the event the Clinton
administration formally ending
its objections. In the aftermath of
the nuclear tests, the administra-
tion was forced to block loans
which did not meet the require-
ments of “basic human needs’’;
but in the last two years Washing-
ton has been maintaining flexibil-
ity, between outright opposition
and absention.

LHE HINDU
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‘US.wanted {0 prevent
ndia from’a quiriiig)
N-weapons capability\

-By Srinivas Laxman
The Times of India News Service

MUMBAL A secret 1966 Ameri-
can National Security Council
(NSC) document has revealed
that the U.S. wanted to prevent In-
dia from acquiring nuclear
weapon capability because it
would have triggered a chain reac-
tion which “would be contrary to
basic U.S. national interests.”

Says the document which has
since been declassified: “It is im-
perative that we (the U.S.) take all
possible promising actions to pre-
vent it.” This document speaks of
the tough measures the American
government was contemplating if
India developed nuclear weapons.

The document begins by posing
the following questions: “What
would be the effects of an Indian
national nuclear programme on
U.S. interests? Is there anything
more that we can and should do to
acquaint India with the costs and
difficulties of a nuclear pro-
gramme? Should we be prepared
to go further than we have so far
in using economic leverage to de-
ter such a programme?”

It states: “We (the U.S.) could
threaten to cut off economic assis-
tance and withdraw all assurances
of political and economic aid if In-
dia decided to develop its own nu-
clear weapons.”

The document has pointed out
that U.S. fulfilment of this threat
would have probably impelled In-
dians to look at their own means
to meet their security needs and
probably also turn to the Soviet
Union.

The NSC assessment had stated
that even making the threat would
have an adverse effect on Indo-
American relations and on Indian
confidence in the U.S.

It states: “Perhaps the threat,
and certainly the cut-off of aid
would greatly reduce American
influence. It would enhance Soviet
influence and would subject India
to heavy economic and political
straiffs which would threaten its
viability as a democratic state and
an Asian counterweight to Chi-
na.”

Another confidential U.S. state

department telegram in 1966 sent
to the U.S. embassy in New Delhi
had sought its views on three
points which were being consid-
ered by “interested Washington
agencies.” These were: ;’

* Pass data on private, non-at-
tributable basis to carefully select-
ed Indian leaders considered
trustworthy and basically opposed
to India going nuclear.

* Encourage U.S. government
interest without public display, re-
play in India of data and related
info that may appear or cause to
appear in reputable third country
publications.

* Encourage reputable private
U.S. scholars and authorities to
publish articles which could be re-
played for Indian audiences. “We
(the U.S.) should adopt negative
attitude towards proposals based
on assumption that the five coun-
tries which have tested nuclear
weapons have in common either
some special interest or some
quality of power, prestige or capa-
bility not shared by others. Wher-
ever possible, the phrase ‘five nu-
clear powers’ meaning the nu-
clear-military states should not be
used,” it stated.

An earlier state department
message to the American embassy
in New Delhi had requested it to
report if there were:

* Signs of activity in remote ar-
eas which portended the construc-
tion of a nuclear test site.

* Indications that nuclear-asso-
ciated research facilities were be-
ing established surreptitiously or
that security was being tightened
at existing facilities. \

* Evidence of continued opera- h.
tion of Canada-India reactor at
Trombay to produce relatively
clean plutonium.

* Procurement or development
by India of small electronic neu-
tron generators and high-quality
electrically-initiated high-explo-
sive detonators.

The message finally added: “Be-
cause of the high collection priori-
ty accorded to this subject even
tenuous indications of nuclear
weapons activity should be re-
ported.”

Z
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__§ may Lift W

sanctions t v

Washington, April 2

THE UNITED States is likely to
lift some of the remaining nuclear-
related sanctions against India in
the run up to Prime Minister AB
Vajpayee’s state visit to the US
scheduled for September/QOctober.
An indication to this effect was
given by US officials at a meeting
with Indian-Americans who were
given a special briefing on the Mr
Clinton’s visit to India last month.
Leaders of Indian-American
groups were informed that some of
the sanctions had already been lift-
ed after India's unilateral declara-
tion against conducting any more
tests, The 90-minute meeting took
stock of the visit, promising to
build on the momentum created by
Mr Clinton’s visit in bilateral rela-
tions. The process would get
strengthened during Mr  Vaj-
payee’s proposed visit to the US.
Indian-Americans reportedly ur-
ged the US to make public its sup-
port for India’s demand for a per-
manent seat in the United Nations
Security Council. They also drew
the US officials attention to
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.
Assistant Secretary of State Karl
Inderfurth and senior director,
Near East and South Asian Affairs
at the National Security Council
Bruce Riedel were among those
present at the meeting, (UND)
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Washington, April 4: Thirtyfive
years after the US adopted a Kash-
mir policy which was designed to
satisfy both India and Pakistan,
the Clinton administration has
taken the bold step of jettisoning
the policy in favour of one, which
it hopes, will lead to a final solu-
tion.

Washington’s new Kashmir
policy, initiated by Clinton him-
self following his decision to visit
South Asia, rests on four pillars.
These are: respect for the line of
control (LoC), ending support for
third party violence in Kashmir,
negotiations between India and
Pakistan for solving the dispute,
and finally, addressing the con-
cerns of Kashmiris by the Indian
government.

.... These four pointsrepresent a
#landmark shif% the policy
followed by suceessive adminis-

."f

trations ﬁer sihce the 1960s. That
policy was basell on three points:
Kashmir is disputed territory, it
must be resolyed through bilater-
al negotiations between India and
Pakistan, and three, the wishes of
the Kashmiri people must be tak-
en into account in any final soluti-
on between Islamabad and Delhi.
Administration officials here
are aware that an unequivocal
enunciation of its new policy cou-
1d deeply upset Pakistan and ruin
current US efforts to solve the
Kashmir dispute — just as US ac-
tion during Clinton’s first term in
challenging Kashmir’s instru-
ment of accession set Delhi on fire.
For this reason, the adminis-
tration has left it to the President
to steadily, but gradually, put in
place the new policy. Officials
down the line are unwilling to talk
about the change. Sensing a major
policy shift, American reporters
have, however, asked secretary of

state Madeleine Albright the ques-
tion point blank. Her reply was
ambivalent.

“I would not interpret it that
way,” she said, adding that US pol-
icy has been what it was when
Clinton travelled to South Asia.
“The President has said many
times and things I have said in my
speeches... that the story of Kash-
mir is a long and sad one and that
it is a conflict that has been funda-
mentally transformed because na-
tions cannot, must not attempt to
change borders or zones of occu-
pation through armed force. And
now that they have exploded nu-
clear devices, India and Pakistan
have all the more reason to avoid
armed conflict and to restart dis-
cussions.” '

Such is the sensitivity associ-
ated with the change in policy
here that even those working for
foreign policy thinktanks are un-
willing to state on record what

‘our-pillar US policy shift on ]

they acknowledge
about the shift.
However, it is crystal clear

in private

that the two factors which

brought about the change in US
policy are the Indian and Pak-
istani nuclear tests and Kargil.
These convinced the Clinton ad-
ministration that the only possi-
ble solution to the long-running
dispute in Kashmir was to eventu-
ally transform the LoC into a per-
manent border: hence the empha-
sis on respecting the LoC and the
need to negotiate.

Explaining the change,
Michael Krepon, president of the
Henry L. Stimson Center, an arms
control thinktank here, says:
“There is clearly more interest by
the Clinton administration in
playing a helpful role, and there is
a recognition that changing the
LoC by force of arms is extraordi-
narily dangerous.”

Simultaneously, the mountain

of evidence here about Pakistani
and Afghan support for cross-bor-
der terrorism in Kashmir con-
vinced Clinton that such support
must end.

However, the Indians would
be making a serious error of
judgement if they concluded that
the change in Washington’s Kash-
mir policy is all in their favour.
Although the Clinton administra-
tion nolonger says that the wishes
of the “Kashmiri people” must be
taken into account in any settle-
ment, Clinton himself is on record
as saying that “the Kashmiris de-
serve to have their own concerns
addressed on the merits”. This
leaves a huge burden on India’s
shoulders.

Washington expects Farooq
Abdullah’s elected government in
Srinagar to deliver. If it does not
seem to be addressing the *“con-

cerns” of Kashmiris, the policy’

may once again revert to seeing

" US policy on Kashmir.

the Kyghmiris as a separate peo-
ple, aart from the Indians.
Athough the President is the
only ppe here to talk on record
abol America’s Kashmir policy
during and after the trip to India,
Albtight had floated the change in
polity as a trial balloon as early as
March 14 at a speech here.
“rangible steps must be taken
to réspect the LoC” she said, de-
scribing the LoC as a “practical re-
ality”, She added: “For.so long as
this simple principle is violated,
the ;people of Kashmir have no
real hope of peace...and we wantto
see gteps to-address the effects of
terror on Pakistan’s neighbours,
hotibly India.” .
‘Whether the Pakistanis
misged this trial balloon which
was; meant to gauge Islamabad’s

_reagtion or whether they ignored

it i} not clear. What is certain is
tha { it set the stage for a change in




IAN HARMONY

Narayanan's ‘Rebuke’ At Clinton Banquet

SECTION of our media

seems furious with

President KR Narayanan
for having violated the norms
of diplomacy and of hospitality
by giving vent to his own
“mind” as a “Nehruvian social-
ist” at the state banquet in
honour of the visiting US
President Clinton. The allega-
tion is that he virtually admin-
istered a “snub” to.the guest,
jeopardising his own Prime
Minister’s diligent pursuit of a
closer Indo-US accord. Some
people are clearly unhappy
with our President’s alleged
predilection for being “over-
active” and exposing a sort of
rift between the President and
the Prime Minister which
bodes ill for our parliamentary

By HIREN MuKeRJEE (\

7
“snub” when President
Narayanan said with polite
humour: “As an African states-
man has observed to us, the
fact that the world is a global
village does not mean that it
will be run by one village head-
man. In this age of democracy
it will be headed by a panchay-
at. For us the United Nations
is the global panchayat and
that is why we want it to be
democratised and sustained.”
Clinton and his speech-writers
must have envied the deft use
of words like panchayat and
“village headmen”, when the
US President had just recently
expanded his horizon of experi-
ence by mingling with the tur-

make the rich richer and the

oor poorer, etc., etc. Mean-

hile, there is no call for na-
tional anxiety over differences,
if any, between the President
and the Prime Minister. Both
are adult, experienced in public
affairs, with a head on their
shoulder (and in their own way

proud of it), their worldview by -

no means identical, but civi-
lised enough not only to co-
exist but perceptively and con-
stantly co-operate with each
other in the pursuance of nati-
onal and international objec-
tives to which they are pledged.

One remembers our first
President Rajendra Prasad suf-
fering agonies of “the presiden-
tial predicament”, as narrated
by an aide who wrote a book

processes. Official repu-
diation of the rift does
not appear to scotch the
suspicion.

Happily — or unhappi-
ly, for our kind of poli-
tics —  President
Narayanan has the gift
of the gab, redeemed
notably by his dignity
and his diction, and
with all respect to those
who perhaps want the
President to be like
Gandhiji’s “three mon-
keys” who “see nothing,
hear nothing, speak
nothing”, it is good that
Narayanan has a
“mind” of his own, espe-
cially when in politics
(not only in India) a
peculiar “mindlessness”
too often prevails.

Ours is a parliamentary but
federal system where the head
of state keeps off the arena of
the head of government, but he
is no ornamental nonentity and
contributes his perception to
the basics, though not at all to
the details of governance.

NO SNUB

In political philosophy the
state is a deeper, wider, more
comprehensive, if somewhat
conceptual entity, while the
government, implicated contin-
uously in the life of the commu-
nity, is its operating agency.
Thus, opposition to the govern-
ment is permissible subject of
course to the rule of law, while
hostility to the state amounts
to treason. The state has a cer-
tain philosophical character
and the head of state, if worthy
of his hire, should be entitled
on appropriate occasions to
ponder on fundamental issues
somewhat differently from the
routine pursuit of policy objec-
tions. After all, our head of
state cannot easily forget his
“stint” at the London School of
Economics where he sat at the
feet of such as Harold Laski
(whom India seems to have for-
gotten).

This may sound like academic
hocus-pocus, for in reality there
seems little difference between
state and government, both
being, in the Marxist view,
“executive committees of the
capitalist class”, but that is a
different story. Meanwhile, one
might well examine Nara-
yanan’s banquet speech (whose
full text has been set out in
some journals). One will find
that he spoke a little too long
but with wit and wisdom and
in a non-truculent manner
stressed some of India’s funda-
mental concerns which all well-
intentioned countries, includ-
ing the most powerful, can
share if we wish to move
towards the long coveted “One
World” of diverse but equal,
self-respecting, reasonably
associative states.

There is no suggestion of a

The author, an eminent par-
liamentarian, represented the
Communist Party of India.
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baned rustics and their belles
in Rajasthan. There was no
strident use of words like
“hegemon” and “hegemonism”,
though in this allegedly unipo-
lar world of today such appella-
tions are freely used against
(and perhaps enjoyed by) the
United States which makes no
bones about its “mega” status
in world affairs.

If Narayanan was blunt in
regard to certain things, he did
it in a refined manner. Objec-
tion has been taken to his hav-
ing said, for example: “It has
been suggested that the Indian
sub-continent is the most dan-
gerous place in the world today
and Kashmir is a nuclear flash-
point. These alarmist descrip-
tions will only encourage those
who want to break the peace
and indulge in terrorism and
violence.” If the New York
Times (or was it the Washing-
ton Post) interprets this as a
“rebuke” — well, isn’t it both a
civilised and deserved
“rebuke”? I have no idea if the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, had been taken into
confidence about the Presi-
dent’s speech, but I am sure
Vajpayee would have been
irked if even such gentle
rebuke was avoided.

OPEN SECRET

I have a distinct recollection
around 1977-78 when Atal was
foreign minister in Morarji
Desai’s government that he
once did not shrink from
affirming, under provocation,
that he would not give credence
to American claims to “democ-
racy” till the US had a Black
citizen as its President. It is
just not credible that Nara-

yanan's banquet speech caused.

any disquiet to Vajpayee, let

alone the idea of a rift between -

him and his President.

There has been a lot of stupid
fuss over the Clinton visit, and
the way we had to truckle
down to US security’s over-
bearing zealousness (which
must sometimes have irked
Clinton himself), the post-visit
reports about the FBI coming
soon to have a finger in India’s
pie and the yet-to-be-seen
results of accentuated “globali-
sation” that has so far helped

about his tenure, the
longest so far. It was
not only the constraints
of protocol and of colo-
nial pageantry in the
“Viceroy’s House”
(which sheltered that
austere idealist elevat-
ed to the highest office),
but the experience of
working with an erst-
while comrade in the
Congress, Prime Min-
ister Jawaharlal Nehru,
which was at the root of
the “predicament”. They
had differences, not
only over such tremen-
dous trifles as the astro-
logical in-auspicious-
ness of the date, 26
January 1950, as the
inauguration of the
Republic of India’s Consti-
tution, but over socio-religious,
economic and foreign policy
issues.

It was an open secret, but it
never caused a crisis and with

his legal training Rajendra

Prasad salved his conscience by
thoughtful discourses on the
constitutional relationship.

DIGNIFIED REBUKE

There is no need to go into
details but it is common knowl-
edge that one of the lesser
incumbents of the presidency
and his Prime Minister had at
least for a while much too acer-
bic a relationship. How even
towering personalities show
their feet of clay was seen dur-
ing Jawaharlal Nehru's twi-
light days when the great man
was reeling under the blows
rained on him unexpectedly by
China and for a while it
seemed as if President Radha-
krishnan, with his unique
world stature, was contemplat-
ing unwonted “activism” in his
office. Happily for the country,
both stalwarts avoided a part-
ing of ways and stood civilised-
ly together.

The country has already seen
the President and the Prime
Minister pressing their differ-
ent perceptions (why should-
n’'t they, within proper lim-
its?), but they have been firmly
in the same boat and have
to be, not only because of the
letter of the Constitution but
of the spirit of India’s struggle
for freedom and its fulfilment.

Misgivings over President
Narayanan’s “over-activism”
are uncalled for and gratu-
itously derogatory. His banquet
speech has set India’s record
straight, and in the atmos-
phere of almost servile fuss
and the frenzy of expectation
(as in “Cyberabad™), his affir-
mation of India’s principled
stance in the comity of nations
has come as a balm to many
hearts. The US, great as it
doubtless is and powerful
beyond belief has deserved just
the kind of dignified “rebuke”

ng'm\‘-‘.sll"
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from India, among the poorest ;

of the poor in our world, but a
country that Romain Rolland
once said, “bids defiance to
Time”.
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- CLINTON'S VISIT-

.dently, Albright

{’74/% '

ow iat the euphoria

over President Bill Clin-

ton’s visit to India has
subsided, it is time to make a
calm appraisal of its true sig-
nificance and of what it spells
for Indo-US relations in the fu-
ture. While the “primary focus
of the trip” was India, his con-
cerns in the region were not
obscured. Clinton did not come
here with a blank mind or with
empty hands. A substantial
package was brought along.
Much homework had been
done.

Americans know how to com-
bine earnestness in business
with bonhomie. Indians tend to
go overboard. Sensing that, evi-

By AG NOORANI

condition, clearly.

No such progress was made
at the Delhi summit. Both
sides agreed that a new stage
had, nonetheless, been arrived
at in Indo-US relations. They
were right. For, to be fair to
her, Albright did not stinge on
encomiums to India. She was
enthusiastic about “a strong
and cooperative strategic rela-
tionship” with India which is
“qualitatively different and bet-
ter” than before, “not a simple
return to the status quo before
the tests”.

In that sense and spirit,
Clinton’s visit was a success. It

Balance Sheet & Prospectus 9~

Atal Behari Vajpayee, revealed
that India was working to get
Pakistan declared a terrorist
state by the US. The very next
day a state department official
said that the US did not intend
to do so. On 3 January, after
the hijacking of the IA plane to
Kandahar, Vajpayee revived
his plea to declare Pakistan a
terrorist state and asked the
US to take “an initiative in this
matter”. The US replied (4
January): “We will make our
own judgments based on all the
information available to us and
under US law.”

It did warn Pakistan on 7
January. But, that was for

“Masood Azhar’s actions which.

threaten the lives

delivered an un-
usual warning on
7 February: “The
trip is one that
would be impor-
tant, but it is not
just a sign that
everything has
been dealt with
and all problems
have been resolved
... having a rela-
tionship with the
world’s largest
democracy is
important. But,
obviously, we con-
tinue to have very
serious concerns
about the issues of
non-proliferation
and about the
dealings (sic) on
Kashmir, and hope

of our citizens”.
The New York
Times reported on
25 January that
the US adminis-
tration believed
that “a terrorist
group supported
by the Pakistan
military was res-
ponsible for the
hijacking”. It was
instantly denied
not only by both
the White House
and a state depart-
ment spokesmen,
but by Clinton
himself: “We do
not have evidence
that the Pakistani
government was in
any way involved
in that hijacking.”

very much that the Indian Gov-
ernment understands and con-
tinues, and will continue, to
deal with these issues because
they are essential”.

NEW STAGE

These remarks were not made
“off the cuff”. In a major policy
statement to the Asia Society
on 14 March, less than week
before Clinton arrived in Delhi,
she repeated them with greater
emphasis. “Our approach to
non-proliferation is global. We
cannot abandon it simply

because we desire an improved

relationship” with India.

There is no evidence to sug-
gast. that Clinton’s agenda
melted away in the warmth of
the euphoria. It is necessary to
stress this because next time
he or his aides voice American
“concerns”, the very ones who
imagined that they had per-
formed an elevating fandango
with the Americans, in order
irretrievably to put behind a
rancorous past, will be scream-
ing themselves hoarse with
cries of “tilt”. - - :

Albright was candid. “One
topic we will discuss in both
India and Pakistan is the rela-
tionship between these two
countries ... today, the conflict
over Kashmir has been funda-
mentally transformed. For
nations must not attémpt to
change borders or zones of
occupation through armed
force ... India and Pakistan
today must find some-way to
move forward.” It is, however,
nuclear proliferation which is
“lo]Jur Number One security

“concern ... significant progress

in this area is necessary, before
India and the United States
can realize fully the vast poten-
tial of our relationship”; a pre-

The author is a lawyer and
commentator on current
affairs.

climaxed a process of rap-
prochement that had been in
the making in the last decade.
A lot has become easier in the.
new ambience that was diffi-
cult before. For instance, it is
much easier now for India to
forge a domestic consensus on
the signing of the CTBT. If

euphoria is misplaced, cyni-

cism is misconceived. We must
draw up an accurate balance
sheet and study carefully the
prospectus which Bill Clinton
holds before us.

TERRORIST STATE

One fundamental change
which we must not overlook,
even when differences crop up,
is that the United States has
decided consciously that “[olur
overall relations with India

will not be hostage to our rela- -

tions with any other country”.
It will practice bilateralism in
excelsis. Its message to the
“other country” (Pakistan) will
be the same. The US relation-

ship with neither will be at the:

expense of its equation with
the “other-country*-Its rela-
tions with each will be defined
“in terms of what is in the US
national interest”.

Clinton had contemplated a
visit to South Asia well before
the nuclear tests in 1998, and
was, for a variety of reasons,
determined to make it before
leaving the White House. The
parleys in New Delhi and in
Islamabad must be judged
against the background of the
policies he has pursued all
along. Even on the issue of ter-
rorism, American concerns are
more insular than some in New
Delhi imagined. Their hopes of
an alliance of sorts even on this
one issue on which, like moth-
er’s love and apple pie, there
should be no disagreement, lie
shattered.

On 8 August 1999, in the
wake of Kargil, Prime Minister

If differences on this issue of
terrorism cannot be bridged
what is one to expect of differ-
ences on the nuclear issue on
Kashmir and much else?

FIVE ISSUES

The same result — agreement
to differ with the friendship
remaining unaffected. The US
knows that it cannot get India
— or Pakistan, for that matter
— to roll back its nuclear pro-
gramme or sign the NPT. It
will not acquiesce in the sta-
tus quo, but fight every inch
to freeze it and prevent
deployment of delivery systems
for nuclear weapons.

The last round of Jaswant

Singh-Strobe Talbott talks on

nuclear issues ended in London
on 17 November 1999. On 15
March, Talbott said “we have-
n’t had what I would argue is

breakthrough progress on any

of these”.

Jaswant Singh’s view (17
March) that “differences in per-
ception between India and the
US have been greatly re-duced”
finds no echo in Ame-rican pro-
nouncements. His Pakistani
counterpart, Abdul Sdttar, was
wide off the mark when he
claimed (7 February) that the
US had acknowledged
Pakistan as a nucledr state.
Clinton said categorically on 16
March: “There are those in the

-region who hope we will simple

accept its nuclear status quo. I
will not do that.”

The five issues in the nuclear
dialogue await resolution —
CTBT; tighter export controls;
talks on the Fissile Material
Control Treaty; moratorium,
meanwhile, on their production
for weapons; restraint in mis-
sile developments including
non-deployment. The last has
been part also of the US pack-
age on Indo-Pak relations.

(To be concluded)
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US Emerges As Faclilitator

HE USs nd on Kashmir
has in thé main, remain-

ed constant since the out-
break of militancy in 1989: “All
of the pre-independence State
of Jammu & Kashmir is a dis-
ed territory”, it is for India
~and Pakistan to resolve it by
peaceful means; the UN resolu-
tlons are obsolete, the US does
" not favour plebiscite; and any
accord must be acceptable to
the people of the state in all its
three regions — the Valley,
Jammu and Ladakh. In Kargil
Pakistan violated the LoC by
deploying not only the mili-
tants but its own army. This
earned it wuniversal and
deserved odium and, with it,

By AG NOORANI

e.g., India’s membership of the
UN Security Council.

The vision statement he
signed with Clinton, on 21
March, papers over disagree-
ments with innocuous generali-
ties and proceeds to institu-
tionalise the dialogue. Clinton
hinted at “a possibility that we
could reach more common
ground” on the nuclear issues.
At the press conference that
day Clinton put forth his “four
beliefs”, in the four Rs —
restraint; respect for the LoC;
renunciation of violence and
renewal of the dialogue with
Pakistan. His proviso that a

would not “perpetuate himself;
he asked for “reciprocal action”
to reduce violence in Kashmir.
The terms were end to human
rights violations in Kashmir
and violations of LoC “and then
we could also use our influence
to moderate the activities of
the freedom fighters”. Thus,
Clinton did not leave Isla-
mabad empty-handed. The
General made certain conces-
sions which he amplified two
days later in an interview to
Financial Times of London:
“They (Indians) want some-
thing from our side. We will try
to address this issue, try to

persuade the freedom fighters

to reduce tension. But there

the peremptory
injunction to respect
the LoC.

Other points were
not overlooked; spe-
cifically human
rights violations by
the security forces as
well as the militants
and Pakistan’s aid to
the militants. That “a
military victory can-
not be won by any of
the parties” and that
“present realities
must help shape the
solutions of tomor-
row” are not new for-
mulations. They were
made by Clinton’s
friend, Robin L
Raphel, assistant sec-
retary of state for
south Asia affairs, as
far back as on 23 September
1994,

These points were overtaken
momentarily by the deteriora-
tion in the situation on the
ground. Foiled in Kargil,
Pakistan mounted suicide
attacks from 13 July onwards.

LIMITED WAR

The CIA’s director George J
Tenet’s report (2 February)
pointed out that “heavy fight-
ing is continuing through the
winter, unlike in the past, and
probably will increase signifi-
cantly in the spring”, when the
snows melt. The danger was
real. Zahid Hussain a respect-
ed journalist reported in
Newsline that “diplomats in
Islamabad foresee a possible
scenario of a limited war
between the two countries by
April or May”.

Bill Clinton did not discard
his Kashmir package before
leaving the US. On 13 March
he met a Hurriyat delegation
in Chicago led by Ghulam Nabi
Fai. His now famous remark on
10 March — “the most danger-
ous place in the world today, I
think you could argue, is the
Indian sub-continent and the
LoC in Kashmir” — was only
the last in a series of such
alarms that began much earli-
er. “The Kashmir issue is per-
haps the most dangerous one
in the world today,” he said on
29 December. Albright could
not decide whether it was “a
fuse” or a “tinder box” (8 Feb-
ruary). Clinton was content to
stick to “the most dangerous
place in the world” (4 and 17
February). These alarums were
rejected by Indian leaders from
the PM downwards sharply,
repeatedly during this phase
along with perceived implica-
tion of proferred mediation.

No summit can resolve differ-
ences as deep as these. But this
summit placed them comfort-
ably within the framework of a
new relationship between what
Vajpayee called “natural allies”
even though the agenda he
drew up at the Asia Society on
28 September, 1998 is nowhere
near fulfilment. The US has
not responded on the points
“where the shoe pinches us”,

dialogue cannot “go forward
unless there is an absence of
violence” and a respect for the
LoC was explained away by
Albright. Asked if it was “sig-
nificant shift in US policy” in
endorsement of India’s stand,
she replied, “I would not inter-
pret it that way.”

Clinton was more forthcoming
in his interview to ABC News
{21 March): “Our policy is, first,
respect the LoC. Second, do not
promote violence by third par-
ties in Kashmir. Third, negoti-
ate. And, fourth, with respect
to India, that there’s not a mili-
tary solution to Kashmir’s
problems by India, either; that
the Kashmiris deserve to have
their own concerns addressed
on the merits ... I support some
process by which the Kash-
miris’ legitimate grievances are
addressed and I support res-
pecting the LoC.

AGENDA

And I think the Pakistanis
and the Indians have to have
some way of talking about it.
And the Indians have to have
some way of talking to their
own Kashmiris about it that
recognises there’s not a mili-
tary solution.” This is his
Kashmir agenda. In substance
it is no different from previous
statements. The admonition
against “a military solution” is
meant for both sides.

Clinton’s message to Pakistan
was blunt and direct. He asked
for “a real road map” for the
return of democracy; delivered
a stern warning against any
attempt to “redraw borders
with blood”; and promised help
if Pakistan cooperated against
“cotnmon enemies” — the ter-
rorists. If his national security
advisor Sandy Berger’s
remarks thereafter are any
guide, Pakistan’s chief execu-
tive General Pervez Musharraf
“accepted a lot of the goals that
the President put forth” and
was found to be “a serious
man”. He has, in any case, no
cards to play.

The CE’s press conference
that day (25 March) revealed
his responses. He would
“engage the Taliban ... and pick
up the issue of terrorism”, he

has to be reciprocity”.
How? “Stop all
human rights viola-
tions ... release all
the inno¢ent Kash-
mm leaders who are

abandonment, not of
“cross-border terror-
ism” as India de-
mands, but a scaling
down of the infiltra-
tion to the pre-Kargil
level. India demands
return to the pre-
1989 status quo;
Pakistan offers the
pre-1999 one. It is
doubtful whether the
US will go along with
India’s pre-condition
to dialogue. It was pleading for
talks even before Clinton’s trip.
The CE’s promises on the
Taliban and terrorist groups
are gains it is certain to pur-
sue. It is not keen on isolating
Pakistan.

FACILITATOR

In American perception the
Clinton-Nawaz Sharif joint
statement on 4 July “played a
key role in ending” the Kargil
conflict. Both, Albright and
Karl Inderfurth, assistant sec-
retary of state for south Asian
affairs, asserted that (10 and
14 March respectively). That
document recorded Clinton’s
promise to “take a personal
interest in encouraging an
expeditious resumption and
intensification of those bilater-
al efforts”. Clinton had read it
out to Vajpayee on the phone.

India rejects the American
claim as it does any mediation.
It is evident that in the new
clime the US has emerged as a
facilitator. Pakistan’s compli-
ance with the US demarches
will fortify its credentials vis-a-
vis India. American interest
and involvement in south Asia
are certain to increase.

The ceremonial burial of the
aged and wasted “tilt” has,
ironically, increased American
influence in the region. Its
impartiality can no longer be
impugned without impairing
the new friendship. Stern
warnings to Pakistan, fortify
the US’s locus standi as inter-
cessor with India. All this will
proceed apace with growing
cooperation between India and
the United States in a wide
range of activities to a degree
and significance never wit-
nessed before.

The cooperation and the dif-

‘ferences will constantly im-

pinge on each other. Neither
country will be unaffected by
the exchanges. What is certain
is that the status quo cannot
long subsist; neither the
impasse in Indo-Pak dialogue,
nor the ground situation in
Kashmir domestically can con-
tinue as it is. The nuclear dia-
logue cannot proceed inter-
minably, either.

(Concluded) ‘
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Advani switch on

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Dethi, April 5: Days after
stating that the Centre had no
one to talk to in Jammu and
Kashmir, home minister L.K.
Advani today changed tack,
saying the government was
prepared to sit at the table
with militants and discuss au-
tonomy.
The turnaround, while on
_ board a special aircraft on way to
Ahmedabad, follows the release
of three top leaders of the All-
Party Hurriyat Conference, in-
cluding its chairman Syed Ali
Shah Geelani.

Advani’s “willingness” to talk
to militant groups may have been
prompted by President Bill Clin-
ton’s visit and the US’ policy shift
on Kashmir According to Kash-
mir-watchers, Delhi’s denials on
US mediation notwithstanding,
the release of the Hurriyat lead-
ers appears to be a fallout of a
“suggestion” made by the Clinton
administration.

Buoyed by the government’s
gesture and Advani’s statement,
Geelani indicated today that his
organisation would welcome any
offer of dialogue. “Talking is es-
sential,” he said. Considered a
hardliner, Geelani argued that the

release of the three leaders Was
the outcome of “global pressire
on India”.

Advani’s sudden expression of
the government’s willingness to
initiate talks with militant groups
isatacitadmission of the fact that
the Hurriyat — an umbrella or-
ganisation of Kashmir militant
outfits — still commands a grou-
ndswell of support in the Valley.

“The government is willing to
hold talks with militants on every
demand, legitimate or perverse, if
they abandon the path of vio-
lence,” the home minister said.

The usually uncompromising
Advani, who had recently said
that “dialogue was out of the

Body test

Brari Aangan (Anantnag), April
5; Chief minister Farooq Abdul-
lah today said the bodies of the
five persons shot dead as foreign
mercenaries would be exhumed
tomorrow.

He added that necessary
tests, including DNA analysis,
would be carried out to establish
the identity of these killed. The

inspection will be canducted in-

the presence of ‘the relatives of

the five missing villagers.
B Full report on Page 7

'1:z talks“
)

question since the problkm was
basically one of cross-border ter-
rorism”, was even prepared -
cuss the old demand of restora-
tion of Jammu and Kashmir’s
pre-1953 position.

“The talks could cover even
this aspect. But the basic parame-
ter should be within the Constitu-
tion,” he added.

Citing the example of the gov-
ernment’s efforts at initiating ne-
gotiations with the National So-
cialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-
Muivah) and the Bodo Liberation
Tigers, Advani said the talks had
brought “considerable peace” in
the Northeast.

On the release of the Hurriyat
leaders, Advani said: “It wasnot a
casual action but an outcome of a
joint decision by the Centre and
the state government.”

The Hurriyat, however, has ur-
ged the Centre to release leaders
still under detention “in the inter-
ests of peace” as the situation in
Kashmir was deteriorating.
“There can be no military solu-
tion in J&K,” Geelani said, echo-
ing Clinton. The Hurriyat favours
tripartite talks on Kashmir in-
volving India, Pakistan and “the
{rue representatives” of the Kash-
thiri people. “Dialogue should be
resumed between the parties to
the dispute earnestly,” he said/



Celeste hints {t
US help for
i India’s UN
“\council seat

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA \O\ &

NEW DELHI, April 9. = The
USA will be prepared to give
serious consideration to back
India’s case for a permanent
member in the UN Security
Council, said the US Ambass-
ador to India, Mr Richard
Celeste. 9039\1 .

Speaking to rdarsh\ﬁ)i?, he
said: “The USA has to be pre-
pared and will be prepared to
give India serious considera-
tion for the permanent mem-
bership of the Security
Council”. He said the USA also
believed that the Security
Council needed to be recast
and “we are prepared to give
India every consideration”.

India has one-sixth of the
world’s population and there-
fore had to be taken seriously,
he said, adding, Mr Bill
Clinton believed that a stable
and prosperous global commu-
nity would require India as one
of its leaders. “We auticipate
India as a true global leader
looking down the road 10 or 20
years”, he said.

On Kashmir, he said the USA
was clear that there was no
scope for any third party medi-
ation to sort out the differences
between India and Pakistan.

P L
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Y VISIT was an oppor-
tunity to begin a new
chapter in our bilater-
al engagement, and a
chance to broaden and deepen the ties
between our two countries. 1 believe we
established a new basis for the future of
U.S.-Indian relations.” This is how the
U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, describes
the outcome of his recent visit in a letter
to the former Prime Minister, Mr. 1. K.
Gujral. “T hope,” adds the handwritten
postscript, ‘‘the visit was successful in the
eyes of India and its leaders.” Mr. Gujral,
who was away in Washington during Mr.
Clinton’s stay in India, wrote to him earli-
er about New Delhi’s expectations of the
visit. In what Mr. Clinton called a “very
timely and thoughtful letter”, Mr. Gujral
had spoken of the importance of appre-
ciating India’s security concerns and its
desire for peace and stability, and the
need for giving a special quality to the
relationship, befitting the two democra-
cies with shared values. Then there was
the suggestion to ensure that the bilateral
engagement was holistic and not one is-
sue-centric.

Mr. Clinton’s observations, especially
his mention of the “new basis” for the
future of relations, though general, ac-
quire significance when co-related to the
letter he was responding to. The White
House spokesman elaborated this senti-
ment last week in a different context,
countering the criticism by a Republican
Senator that the trip cost the Adminis-
tration $50 million and that the U.S. got
nothing for it. What the presidential
spokesman said bears repetition: “The
trip obviously involved significant ex-
pense, because we don’t have assets in
that region. But, I think if you look at the
trip just from the importance of the dee-
pening, enriched relationship we have
with India — which is the world’s largest
democracy — then certainly the trip more
than pays for itself. If you look at the trip
in terms of just the trade — I think we
have $11 billion of trade — and the in-
crease that we’ll see in the coming years,
the trip more than pays for itself. If you

The

w beginning

By K. K. Katyal

W) -

India can draw comfort from the “new beginning”
in ties with the U.S. but it is equally important to

prepare itself for tackling difficulties.

45\1&

look af\ th¥ trip from the sense of the re-
duction\ —\if we can, moving forward, re-
duce telsions in that region, then the
value of that trip is incalculable.”

Now that the euphoria generated by
the visit has subsided, it is possible to
have a detached view of the results. The
framework of the enhanced relationship,
envisaged in the "‘vision” statement and
the architecture of dialogue, agreed upon
by the two sides, as also Mr. Clinton's
tough talk in Islamabad will take time to
show results, but there is no mistaking
the immediate fallout. Certain pointers,
already discernible, are undoubtedly sig-
nificant. Take the Pakistani anti-terrorism
court judgment awarding life sentence to
the deposed Prime Minister, Mr. Nawaz
Sharif. The norms of functioning of the
judiciary in today’s Pakistan are to be re-
lated to the objective reality and, as such,
it is unthinkable that any verdict would
run counter to the will of the military rul-
er. Going by the prosecution case, apart
from other tell-tale factors, there was lit-
tle ambiguity that the present regime fa-
voured death sentence. The ‘lighter”
sentence awarded to Mr. Sharif showed
that the message conveyed by Mr. Clinton
went home. Washington described it as a
“positive step”, while noting that the
“President, on his recent stop in Pakistan,
appealed to Gen. Pervez Musharraf to
spare Sharif death penalty.”

Another example. During his discus-
sions in India, Mr. Clinton pleaded
against a military solution to the Kashmir
problem and, instead, commended a po-
litical approach. This, in part, was meant
for New Delhi’'s consumption — that ex-
clusive reliance on the security forces was
not the ideal way of containing the alien-
ation of people in Jammu and Kashmir.
Implied in it was a suggestion for talks
with those representing the alienation
sentiment. Within a fortnight the Centre,
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in consultation with the State Govern-
ment, released three leaders of the Hurri-
yat, including its chairman, Syed Ali Shah
Geelani. Described as a goodwill gesture
intended to bring back normality to the
State, it could not be delinked from Mr.
Clinton’s exhortation. Simultaneously,
the Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, of-
fered to hold talks with the militants on
autonomy — within the framework of the
Constitution. The Government, he went
to the extent of saying, was prepared to
talk to the militants on any demand, legit-
imate or perverse, provided they gave up
violence.

Then there was the Indo-U.S. cooper-
ation in counter-terrorism, which moved
ahead as the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion finalised arrangements during last
week’s visit of its director, Mr. Louis
Freeh, for setting up its office in the U.S.
Embassy in New Delhi and identified is-
sues for joint efforts. The decision, taken
during Mr. Clinton's visit, is to be seen as
part of a process set in motion in the last
round of talks between the External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, and the
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State, Mr. Strobe
Talbott, in January, and their decision to
establish a joint working group.

To take the Pakistan case again, there
was nothing to suggest that Gen. Mushar-
raf contemplated a positive response to
Mr. Clinton’s plea that he go slow on sup-
port to the terrorist outfits, operating in
Jammu and Kashmir. The prospects of a
let-up in the jehadi campaign against In-
dia, conducted by fundamentalist lunat-
ics, were not bright either. Mr. Clinton
proceeded on the premise that Pakistani
agencies were actively involved in the kill-
ings of innocent people across the Line of
Control and warned that Pakistan would
risk increased isolation if the situation did
not change. Gen. Musharraf took the line,
by now familiar, though far from convinc-

ing — that the trouble in Kashmir was
indigenous and that the extremist ele-
ments active in Pakistan, were not under
his Government’s control. Also, he sought
to distance himself from the Taliban fa-
natics of Afghanistan, adding rhetorically:
“If Osama bin Laden were to set foot on
Pakistani soil, he would be immediately
hauled up and handed over to the U.S.”

India and the U.S. have good reasons to
be satisfied with the new beginning as al-
so with the fact noted in the *‘vision”
statement: ‘‘We have before us for the
first time in 50 years the possibility to re-
alise the full potential of our relation-
ship”’. But it is unrealistic to minimise the
differences, especially on security matters
and the issues thrown up by India’s nu-
clear tests. The U.S. may have recognised
India’s (and Pakistan’s) “sovereign right
to make decisions about what is neces-
sary for the defence of their interests”,
but its commitment to nuclear non-pro-
liferation is certain to manifest itself in a
firm stand. As a result, the on-going Jas-
want Singh-Strobe Talbott dialogue ac-
quires a crucial significance. While
reaffirming its view that New Delhi
should forgo nuclear weapons, the “‘vi-
sion” statement noted India’s belief “that
it needs to maintain a credible minimum
nuclear deterrent in keeping with its own
assessment of its security needs”. This
was interpreted as an implied acceptance
of India’s nuclear reality. In practice,
things may not be that simple as the two
sides build upon the “productive dia-
logue already under way”’.

The latest statement by the U.S. Secre-
tary of State, Ms. Madeleine Albright,
makes it clear that while India’s stand on
the resumption of dialogue with Pakistan,
the genesis of trouble in Kashmir and its
security concerns are better understood,
it would be naive to see it as a major tilt in
New Delhi's favour. India can draw com-
fort from the “‘new beginning” but it is
equally important to prepare itself for
tackling the difficulties in pursuing it. An
exciting job ahead of Indian diplomacy. It
may be facilitated by the expected mo-
mentum in the economic area.



M ia’s re(\lnést for UN Seat to
be c?m31 red, says Celeste

\ AOur Correspondent Q( ¢
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E US ambassador to India,
TRichard Celeste, on Tuesday
said there was aneed to con-
sider India’s application for a per-
manent seat on the Security
Council in the United Nations
(UN). However, he stressed the
primacy of the claims of both
Japan and Germany since both
countries pay substantial amounts
to the UN.

Mr Celeste, who spoke to
members of the CII in Pune on
Tuesday, is on a two-day visit
which includes an overnight halt
at the National Defence Academy
(NDA), where he is slated to
address cadets.

Terming US President Bill
Clinton’s recent Indian visit “an
extraordinary success,” Mr
Celeste said it will lead to a “rich
and robust relationship between
the two great democracies.”

He suggested that Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee meet the two presiden-

tial candidates

during his
return visit to
the US, sched-
uled for some
time in
_ September.
el AT This would
Celeste ensure conti-
nuity for the
relationship.

On the issue of higher lev-
els of foreign direct investment
(FDI) in China compared to
India, Mr Celeste said the
Chinese government had been
very eager to get such invest-
ment and made things easy for
investors. However, returns on
this investment are yet to mate-
rialise and “many companies
are very frustrated since they
have not yet seen any profits,”
he added.

Mr Celeste said a meeting
between the Indian finance
minister, Yashwant Sinha, and
the US treasury secretary, Ron
Summers, during the former’s

visit to the US next week
should allow them to take the
dialogue further. “Secretary
Summers is very keen on
greater FDI in India,” he said.

He also referred to a huge
“pent up interest” in the US to
invest in the infrastructure
sector in India but it was look-
ing for clarity on the issue of
escrow. The opemng of thé
insurance sector is also eagerly
awaited.

He urged governments of
both countries to be enablers
not arrangers of infrastructure
which would enhance produc-
tivity, encourage exports and
open markets on both sides.

Talking about the quota on
H1-B visas, for software pro-
fessionals, and Indian indus-
try’s demand for greater num-
bers, Mr Celeste said his belief
was that the US Congress
would maintain a cap at 1.15
lakh visas for the next year.

Of this, 40 per cent would
be taken by Indians, he added.

The Economic Time-
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