A boost to economic ties?

an energy and environmer

Business Council.

_ m Knowledge trade initiative —

INFORMATIONTECHNOLOGY
m Bank of America with DSQ Softw;

§ |Tsenvicecompany. ;
# 1BM and DSQ.comto supply ¢

‘® Highstream Ted
 Waler Systems

Industrial Development Corpoi

} TouRism

| ® World Corporate Club Inc.

and Fiex,

® A public and private sector trade and

investment mechanism.

_The gameplan for
“upgrading Indo-U.S.
commercial ties had been
carefully laid prior to the
Clinton visit. The only
impetus needed was a
green signal from the
political leadership of
both countries. SUSHMA
RAMACHANDRAN takes
a look at the resullts.

N THE surface it seemed
more like a holiday for th
U.S. President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, and his daughter.
The trip was a visual feast — Mr.
Clinton dancing with villagers,
posing in front of the Taj Mahal,
sighting tigers and pumping hands
with alacrity in the Indian
parliament. Undoubtedly a shot in
the arm for the tourism industry. But
the apparent hoopla over exotic
India concealed a far more serious
intent. Corporate India was being
wooed with ardour by the U.S.
President who spoke in glowing
terms about Indian achievements in
the area of information technology
and on the need for closer economic

ties.

The gameplan for upgrading Indo-
U.S. commercial ties had been
carefully laid prior to the visit. The
only impetus needed to push it
forward was a green signal from the
political leadership of both countries.

Mr. Clinton’s entire trip, especially
the softening of attitudes on strategic
issues, laid the groundwork for the
subsequent series of agreements that

Secretary, Mr. William Da i GHESE KALLADA
du;ing the visit, an agreeli]egr,nmgned'
ratlflying the terms of reference.

The unique aspect E
is .th.at it will be goth (z)aft [t}f]’li Pialogue
Ministerial level and on an industry-
to-industry basis. The Washington
based U.S.-India Business Council
(USIBC) will act as the catalyst on
the U.S. side with the major Indian
_Chambers of Commerce being
involved at this end. According to
Mr. Michael Clark of the USIBC, the
dlalqgue will be largely industry'—led
and it replaces the five-year-old
largely ineffective Indo-U.S.
Commercial Alliance.

y
engagement of these two major
players on the world scene.

One of the most significant
announcements in the ‘Vision
Statement” issued after the Clinton-
Vajpayee talks was the creation of an
institutional arrangement for a
Government-to-Government dialogue
on economic issues.

The three-tier mechanism
envisages regular meetings at the
Ministerial level for discussions on
trade and investment. The talks will
be held between the Indian Finance
Minister and the U.S. Treasury
Secretary at one level and at the
second level between the Prime In fa i
Minister’s Office and the U.S. Trade having Cet;ltv;te}:i ti}r]ﬁ()nzofo(; ()Velmmems
Representative’s Office. The third tier dialogue process, the ne;llm‘i
is the Indo-U.S. Commercial strengthening bu’sinesS i ‘}]t,ep for
Dialogue for which the Commerce  industry level. The busi ics lies at the
and Industry Minister, Mr. Murasoli  delegation acéom an inez\:[

Maran, and the U.S. Commerce Clinton appeared Izo geng r.
enthusiastically seeking a closer
relationship and numerous
agreements were concluded
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involving an estimated investment of
$1.4 biltion.

The major sectors for these tie-ups
were energy, environment and
information technology, the three
areas where there seems to be the
greatest complementarity between
the two countries. Energy is the area
of infrastructure where India needs
perhaps the biggest dose of
investment from abroad. And U.S.
power companies are eager to
provide investments in case the
climate is right. Similarly, there is
complementarity in clean energy
technologies with India seeking to
upgrade manufacturing facilities and
U.S. companies equally keen to
provide the needed technology. As
for IT, which remained the focus
area during the entire Clinton visit,
some agreements were signed but
these are probably only the tip of the
iceberg. The Indo-U.S. Knowledge
Trade Initiative agreement entered
into by FICCI and the USIBC may

B

signal the advent of a more formal
collaboration as the working groups
will now identify specific areas of
cooperation between the industry in
both countries.

In any case, Silicon Valley already
has close links with India as India-
born entrepreneurs play a leading
role in the U.S. IT industry. No
wonder then that the business
delegation comprised numerous
Indian Americans especially CEOs of
IT companies. In fact this was one of
the criticisms against the U.S.
business delegation. Some industry
representatives, however, argue that
Indians are now at the helm of
affairs in a wide range of industries
in the U.S,, not just in the IT sector.

They also say it is essential to
develop closer ties with Indian
Americans, just as China has tapped
its diaspora to considerable
advantage. In this context, an issue
that appeared uppermost among IT
companies was the shortage of H-1B
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visas for Indian professionis,_Talke—

were held on this problem at the
Government-level and members of
the Congressional delegation
accompanying Mr. Clinton also
expressed their willingness to push
for an increase in the visa ceiling in
the Legislature.

But discussions during a
conference on trade and investment

Tevealed that IT companies are
looking for more flexibility in the visa

regime given the fact that technology
makes it easy to operate from
anywhere in the world.

One U.S.-based software company
employing 2,000 people in Bangalore
said visas were only needed for
training Indian professionals for two-
months at a time in the U.S.
Subsequently, operations could be
carried out in India, he said. In other
words, instead of a continuing flow
of hi-tech personnel to the U.S,,
India could keep its best minds, pay
them competitive wages and let
them operate from this country.
Thus, greater Indo-U.S. collaboration
could lead to innovative solutions
and mutually beneficial
arrangements for both countries.

Domestic industry is already quite
upbeat about the long-term impact
of the Clinton visit. The Assocham
secretary-general, Mr. Jayant Bhuyan,
identifies three major plus points
flowing out of the visit as far as
economic and business ties are
concerned. First, he said, India was
now seen to be outward-looking
rather than insular. This was
acknowledged by the U.S. President
in his speeches. In turn, he felt U.S.
industry would begin to recognise
the presence of greater openness in
the Indian economy.

Second, he said, the new
Commercial Dialogue was extremely
significant as it would function both
at the Government and the private
industry level.

And finally, the visit had enabled
India to sensitise the U.S. in the area
of multilateral trade as far as
developing economies were
concerned. It had been able to
convince the U.S. to modulate its
stand on issues such as trade and
environment, he pointed out.

In sum therefore, the U.S,
President’s visit has had a catalytic
effect on the growth of a new
economic alliance. Though India is~
yet to attain its potential on t
world stage as an economic power,
the U.S. sees it as-a major player in
the future. With the Indian strengths
in knowledge- based industries, it is
clear that closer economic and
business ties can be a win-win
situation for both codntries in the
fong run.



Scrap Rs 3,000 cr.
Indo-U.S. telecom

venture, says RSS

By Bhaskar Roy
The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHIL: The RSS has
demanded that a Rs 3,000-crore
joint  venturg~ between the
Department "y)-{ )4, of
Telecommunications  Sé¢rvices
(DTS) and IUNet, a subsi of

view of its serious implications for
national security.

RSS ideologue Dattopant
Thengadi termed the Sankhya
Vahini project—billed as a high-
speed inter-university data net-
work for India—a “dangerous rid-
dle wrapped in mystery”. In a
booklet slated for circulation at the
RSS session in Nagpur from March
8, he has stated, “The secrecy with
which the Rs 3000-crore project is
being promoted is baffling.”

The project, which got the
Union cabinet’s approval on
January 19 as well as 1,000 acres of
land, reportedly provided by the
government near Delhi, had been
cleared without the approval of
the defence ministry, Mr Thengadi
claimed.

“This opens up the floodgates
for espionage, interception of
strategic messages, scientific data,
telephone conversations, faxes
and e-mail by a foreign power,” he
has argued. He fears that the little

_known IUNet Inc “is not a com-
pany that conforms to the defini-
tion of the term. At best, it is a
facilitating agency”.

Mr Thengadi said that TUNet
had net promised to bring any for-
eign investment into India. “All
that they will bring is the know-
how, and for this they have man-
aged 49 per cent of the total equity
stake of the company,” the senior
RSS leader said, and added,
“strangely, the foreign partner will
control the project for the first five
years”. Mr Thengadi, founder of
the RSS labour wing, the Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh, points out that the
NDA agenda had promised not to
open up the telecom sector to for-
eign participation.
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INTON'S forthcoming visit
1s the fashionable point of at-
ention in Indian foreign policy
these days. The importance at-
tached to the visit is logical in terms of the
USAsoverarching status in international
relations, It is refreshing, however, (o
note that India’s foreign policy acknowl-
edgesalsothe reality of other stateswith a
tangible influence on global political and
economic equations. Indian diplomacy
in recent weeks has moved beyond the
acknowledgement of this reality to affirm
an approach of encouraging a poly-cen-
tric dynamics in international relations.
The government undertook specific
initiatives with three countries in Febru-
ary. It received French Foreign Minister
Hubert Vedrine and Japanese Deputy
Foreign Minister Royuzo Kato, while a
high-level economic delegation led by
Commerce Minister Murasoli Maran
visited Beijing and signedbilateral agree-
ments on expanding Sino-Indian eco-
nomicand technological cooperation.
In"the process, India strengthened
linkages with three important centres of
regional and global influence covering
Europe and the Asia-Pacific region, Be-
fore assessing the impact and resuits of
these interactions, it must be noted that

‘thereisa certain parallelism in the world-

views and perceptions regarding the
evolving strategic environment among
these countries.

The region-specific security concerns
of important countries in Europe, South
Asiaand the Far East, do notentirely me-
sh in with the strategic perceptions and
security doctrines of the US. This is par-
ticularly soin the case of India, Chinaand
France. The deliberations preceding the
aborted WTO Conference at Seatle cle-

 arlyindicate the dichotomy and complex-

ities affecting the management of inter-
national trade under the WTO regime.
There is agreement among a number of
countries that international trading
arrangements should evolve on the basis
of a consensus, taking into account the
varied concerns and requirements of co-
untries in different regions at different

levelsof development, technological and
resource mobilisation capacities. Simi-
larly agreed upon is the need for a con-
sensus on the formulation and imple-
mentationof non-proliferation and arms
control regimes aswell as UN reforms.

It is the general similarity of percep-
tions on-some of these issues and trends
which affirms the need for consciously
structuring a world order based on an
equilibrium between important coun-
tries. Discussions with the
Foreign Minister of Fra-
nce aswell asthe Chinese
and Japanese leaders
were aimed at furthering
the processes of establish-
ing such an equilibrium.
The twinobjectives of this
diplomatic exercise were
to sustain and expand
polycentricism in inter-
state relations on macro-

j.N. DIXI'I:

Diversifying foreign relations

e)%nd the Clinton visit

between India and Japan is desirable to
ensure Asian security. There was a con-
sensus that, since the end of the Cold
War, economic growth has been ac-
cepted as the highest priority in the eco-
nomic policies, not only in India and
Japan, but also in most Asian countries.
Discussions with the Japanese led to
an agreement on the factors profoundly
affecting the political stability and secu-
rity environment in the Asian region.
Among these factors is the
emergence of a strong
China as an economic, po-
litical and overarching mil-
itary power in Asia. The
continued tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan,
on the one hand, and the
tensions affecting the Ko-
rean Peninsula and the
Straits of Taiwan, on the
other, besides the eco-

Japan, France and China are among important
centres of power with security concerns that
do not mesh entirely with those of the US

level issues, and to expand the content
and range of bilateral cooperation in spe-
cific areas of mutual interest. A network
of bilateral relations and regionat cooper-
ation mechanisms will temper and, to
some extent, counter hegemonistic ten-
dencies which may originate from one

- partofthe world or the other.

These visits are to be followed by the
visitof aformer Japanese Prime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto, The visits were pre-
ceded by high-level seminars of the Indo-
French Forum and another one jointly
organised by the Centre for Policy Re-
search and Japan Centre for Interna-
tignal Exchange. Scholars and analysts
who participated in both these seminars
endorsed the validity of the political
trends, Though Japan still remains firmly
critical of the subcontinent’s nuclear
weaponisation, there was agreement that
economicand technological cooperation

nomiccrisis in East and South-East Asia,
have disrupted the economic dynamism
of the region, resulting in political uncer-
tainties, particularly in an important co-
untry like Indonesia. Among other fac-
tors are the {erritorial disputes and co-

.mpetition for energy resources in South

China Sea, the nuclearisation of our sub-
continent which has changed the strate-
gic and security environment, the rise of
Islamic extremism in West and Central
Asia, and the dangersposed by terrorism
and narco-terrorism.

Thereis a gradual acknowledgement
that, despite the geographical diversity
and different implications of these factors
for India and Japan, the two countries
with their respective geo-strategic and
economic capacities could structure co-
operative relations and lessen tensions
and increase stability in the Asian region.
For, there isa convergence of interests in

P.T.0.



balancing off China’s power potential,
enhancing the economic interests of the
people of the Asia Pacific and Indian
Ocean region, cooperating within the
framework of the ASEAN, specially in
the Asian Regional Forum, and evolvinga
jointapproach to counter terrorism, nar-
co-terrorismand piracies. _

As for relations with France, External
Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh’s discus-
sions with French Foreign Minister Hu-
bert Vedrine were significant. At this bi-
lateral level, France showed a sensitivity
to Indian security concerns and nuclear
weaponisation policies. France and India
agreed that excessive US domination of
world politics would be unhealthy for a
stable world order. They echoed the con-
clusions reached in the preceding discus-
sions at the Indo-French Forum that the
US had, as no country before it, concen-

 trated all forms of power and influence
from the conventional and hard forms
such as military power and advanced
technologies to soft but much more im-
pactful forms of influence in terms of cul-
tural and informational phenomenon.
There was agreement that a multipolar
world required the nurturing of aiterna-
tive power centres like Europe, Russia,
China, India, Japan, Brazil and South Af-
rica. France shared India’s approach to-
wards UN reforms.

Maran’s visit to China was a signifi-
cant watershed in the revival of the
process of normalisation of relations
with China, after the post-Pokharan II
setbacks. India’sendorsement of China’s
admission to the WTO and the accord
on expanding bilateral economic and
commercial relations signalled progress
towards normalisation. The President’s
visit to China in May will give a further
impetus to stabilising the relations for re-
gional security.

Whatever our anxieties about rela-
tions with Pakistan or uncertainties
about the outcome of the Clinton’s visit,
the structured diversification of our policy
orientations towards important power
centres like Paris, Beijing and Tokyoisa
process which merits support.
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Wisner justifies

\/

defence outlay

hike in India’sxg

London, March 3 \)\[\’
.
‘FORMER US ambassador to

=4 India Frank Wisner has justi-
C fied the “massive increase”
for defence proposed in the 2000-
01 Indian Budget, saying it has to
l; looked at “in a measured way”.
"¥“The Indians have faced a hostile
#gion during the course of the
mer in Kargil, their forces do
need to respond to those purposes
you want to look at it in a mea-
d way, not as an untoward or
ssively dangerous develop-

BBC World’s Asia Today pro-

ramme telecast last night.

Jésked specifically whether the

ssive increase” in defence

L ding was a sign that India is
igerent, he said “I think you

Bk cleared up, the former
ﬂmbassoder added.
."If you look back over the past

igade in real expenditure terms,

een on the decrease. The past
terease, which was a very small
e, went mainly for increased pay
rposes,” he said.

“There are, therefore, consider-
ble backlogs in defence spending
India is to maintain a reasonable
fence posture commensurate

t,” Wisner said in an interview

the Indian defence budget has

Zﬁ;th her size, the exposure of her !

borders and her other national
defence needs,” he said adding one
should not rush into judgement in
the matter.

Asked whether it would lead to
an arms race in South Asia, the
former Ambassador said he would
hope both India and Pakistan
would proceed with great caution
as they view each other.

Noting that there has been an

‘increase in tension in the region,

he said “both sides have to think
very carefully, now that they have
declared themselves as nuclear
powers, before they make any
moves that would cause an escala-
tion of tensions.” “This is a time
for restraint and careful reflection
not hasty judgement,” he said.

To a specific question whether, in
his opinion, President Bill Clinton
should go to Pakistan during his
visit to India and Bangladesh this
month, Wisner said the President
will visit Pakistan if that visit will
make a contribution to an
improvement of conditions in the
region. (PTI)
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£linton’s Jg/mt address on
March 22, Left may stay out

Kalyani Shanker

New Delni, March 6 ﬂ(f %

THE HISTORIC Central Hall of
Parliament is getting ready to
receive the visiting United States
President Bill Clinton who will
address Members of Parliament on
March 22 at 11.05 am.

The joint address has also
become a little controversial with
the Left parties deciding to stage a
demonstration during the visit and
the RSP and the Forward Bloc
have already sounded the other
comrades for a boycott of the joint
session. CPI and CPI-M are yet to
take any decision in this regard.

Speaker G.M.C. Balayogi will
inform the leaders of various par-
ties tomorrow at a special meeting
convened to discuss the impasse in
Lok Sabha.

There will be only four chairs on
the dais - for the visiting US
President, Vice-President Kishan
Kant, Speaker Balayogi and Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee.
The function is likely to last an

hour. \

President Clinton'sivisit and his
address to Members af Parliament
assumes importance ay it is after a
gap of almost 22 yehrs that an
American President \is visiting
India. Indian Prime\ Ministers
Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi and
Narasimha Rao had addressed a
joint session of American
Congress and Senate during their
respective visits to that country.

The Speaker may have a tough
time in convincing the Left parties
as some of them have plans to boy-
cott the joint address.

The Left parties have taken a
political decision to stage demon-
strations during the US President's
visit. Mr Nilotpal Basu of the CPI-
M said the focus will be on the
entire gamut of issues including
WTO, CTBT and security related
issues. The Government as well as
the Speaker are concerned about
the impasse in the House which
has not conducted any business
except the President's address, rail-
way budget, laying of economic

survey and budget.

According to Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pramod Mahajan,
the expenditure is about a crore of
rupees per sitting and there are
about 54 sittings during a year.
Both the Houses have been stalled
during the current session, which
may go for recess on March 16 only
to meet again for Clinton's address
on March 22, The actual hours of
business conducted so far are not
even about ten hours while a day's
sitting is counted as six hours.

BJP spokesman and Rajya Sabha
member Venkaiah Naidu is in
favour of bringing a concept of "No
work no pay" for the members to
ensure a smooth conduct of busi-
ness, though it is in its initial stage.

The Government, gauging the.
mood of the Opposition, is
resigned to accept the inevitable.
The Congress, which led the attack
on the RSS issue, is not likely to
keep quiet. The Bihar issue, which
has overtaken the RSS in the last
four days, is likely to dominate
both the Houses.

'HE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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~JLlinton’s visit to broaden

W’

NEW DELHI, MARCH 6. The U.S. President Mr. Bill Clin-
ton’s visit to Mpdia this month is aimed at broad-
ening relations between the two countries and goes
beyond differenges over nuclear non- proliferation
or Indo-Pakistan tensions, the U.S. Ambassador, Mr.
Richard Celeste, said today.

The purpose of the visit "‘is to broaden the engage-
ment and underscore the range of our relationship,”
he told foreign correspondents here.

Asked whether Mr. Clinton proposed to visit Pa-
kistan during his upcoming South Asian tour, Mr.
Celeste said a decision was ‘‘imminent’’. He empha-
sised that it would be a mistake to think that the
Indo-U.S. relations rested entirely on progress in In-
do-Pakistan ties.

The U.S. envoy ruled out direct mediation by
Washington on the Jammu and Kashmir issue, say-
ing Mr. Clinton “understands the limitations of U.S.
trying to project ourselves into a role inappropri-
ately”. However, the U.S. President would offer to do
whatever he could to reduce tensions between India
and Pakistan.

Six Cabinet Ministers, including the Secretary of
State, Ms. Madeleine Albright, would be part of Mr.
Clinton's entourage. The two sides would hold wide-
ranging discussions on broad-based issues relating
to trade, investment, energy, environment and
cooperation in science and technology.

Mr. Clinton will arrive here late on March 19. He
will leave for Bangladesh on March 20 and is expect-
ed to return to Delhi the same day. His official visit
to India will begin on March 21 with a red carpet

A

» ties: U.S. Ambassad

/

ceremonial reception at the Rashtrapati Bhavan.
The U.S. President is slated to address the joint
sittings of both the Houses of Parliament on March
22. The same day, he is likely to visit the Taj Mahal.
He is also expected to visit Jaipur, Hyderabad and
Mumbai before leaving India on March 25.

‘No decisions in Pak.’

In Washington, New York Times has said Pakis-
tan’s Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, has so
far not done the things that the American Govern-
ment considers most important, even as the White
House ponders over the possibility of including Isla-
mabad in Mr. Clinton’s South Asia itinerary.

Gen. Musharraf had not spelt out a plan for restor-
ing democracy. He had not cracked down on an
Islamic fundamentalist group that the U.S. had put
on its list of terrorist organisations.

And in a decision that was a telling commentary
on the General's cautious style of governance, he
had not signed the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).
The daily quoted the Pakistani Foreign Minister, Mr.
Abdul Sattar, as having spoken out in favour of the
treaty, but the new government had chosen not to
sign for fear that doing so would anger Islamic politi-
cal parties.

In an interview, Mr. Sattar asked why the new
Government should pay the political price for sign-
ing when the U.S. Senate had voted against the trea-
ty. “The advantages of signing are unclear and the
disadvantages of political opposition at home are

concrete,” he said. — PTI, UNI //
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Clinton for «~

. Indiain
Security
4 Councilyy,

DESIKAN THIRUNARAYANAPUR
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON, March 6. } |
India should be a permanent
member of the Security'
Council, along with Brazil and
Japan, President Bill Clinton
said yesterday, but added that
the UN resolution on Kashmir
was the main obstacle in the
matter.

The US President was
responding to a request that he
should support New Delhi’s bid
for a permanent seat in the
UN council, at a fund-raiser
organised by the Indo-
American Polit§i§oundation.

4

‘Lifting of curbs m\ﬂpﬂcel\y%

The possibility of US sanc-
tions being lifted during Mr
Bill Clinton’s visit were today
characterised as unlikely by a
senior US Embassy official,
SNS adds from New Delhi. As
the issue was linked to nuclear
non-proliferation, he said it did
not appear as though it would
be resolved during the visit,
agencies reported. .

The US disclaimer has come
notwithstanding the recent off-
! the-cuff remarks made by Mr
AB Vajpayee, who had said the
US President’s visit would see
lifting of sanctions.

But the official made it clear
that despite American concerns

B See CLINTON: page V
/

CLINTON:

(Conitinued from page 1)

over proliferation and Indo-
Pak tension, the visit would go
beyond this and endeavour to
establish a long overdue broad-
based dialogue. Trade and
investment were likely to dom-
inate a large portion of the
agenda, and seme announce-
ments on foreign direct invest-
ment were possible, he said.

While expressing US con-
cerns over Indo-Pak tension,
he szid the situation was not a
flash point. Efferts, during the -
visit, would be limited to get-
ting the Lahore process back
on track, the US official said.

He also identified, in the first
official confirmation, the broad
contours of the President’s
itinerary during his visit.

Agra, Jaipur, Hyderabad and
Bombay have now been named |
as definite stops in addition to
the two days in New Delhi.

While Mr Clinton’s official
visit begins on 21 March, the
US President will arrive here
on 19 March for an unofficial
stopover before flying out to
Bangladesh the next day for a
day. He will return to Delhi
the same day, the official said.

THE STATESMAN
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US Justlfi s demsmn of
Clmtor;? to\visit Pakistan

N C Menon
Washington, March 8

HE WHITE House has jus-

I tified  President  Bill

Clinton's decision to pay a
brief visit to Pakistan on his way
back from India, saying that
Washington has "important”
national interests there, which
need safeguarding by maintaining
communication links with the
Pervez Musharraf Government.

A senior administration official
explained, "It is important to a
number of key US national inter-
ests that he (Clinton) engage with
Pakistan at this time." He listed
these interests -as avoiding the
threat of a conflict in South Asia,
promoting the return of democra-
cy to Pakistan, fighting terrorism,
preventing  proliferation  of
weapons of mass destruction, and
creating an environment of region-
al peace and security.

The official was also at pains to
point out that the decision was
taken because "the Pakistani
nation is a friend, not because the
President approves of or acqui-
esces in the Government of
General Pervez Musharraf." He
also stressed that President

Clinton way not plannmg to medi-
te in the Khshmir dispute.

The official added that President
Clinton and Prime Minister
Vajpayee had spent "almost the

Pak happy__ |

PAKISTAN ON Wednesday
welcomed a White House
announcement confirming
President Bill Clinton will stop
over in Islamabad during his
South Asia visit beginning
March 20, calling it a diplomat-
ic victory. "We welcome
President Clinton's visit," Javed
Jabbar, the media advisor to the
Gen Pervez Musharraf, told
reporters. The Pakistani Press
also hailed the much-awaited
announcement. "It will be fair to
say that the visit will mark a tri-
umph for the Govt of (military
ruler) Gen Pervez Musharraf,"
Islamabad's daily The News said.

DPA, Islamabad

virtual entirety of their conversa-
tion", on phone yesterday before
the formal announcement of the
visit, talking about US-India rela-
tions. "The Prime Minister said

that, of course, where the
President goes is US decision. I
think the reaction was that he
understood  this was the
President's call to make", the offi-
cial said, adding the Indian pre-
mier only wanted to focus on being
a superlative host during the Pre-
sident’s visit. "We will be spending
five days in India. The primary
focus on where we are hoping that
this trip will make a departure in
US policy, is in the relationship
with India."

On Pakistan, the official said that
Gen Musharraf recognised the
fact that the effects of the
Mujahideen, the jihad and
Kalashnikov cultures were spilling
over into Pakistan. The US
believed that all this placed Pak,
itself, at risk. Mr Clinton would,
therefore, advise Gen Musharraf
that "they need to get some control
over these organisations. And we
believe the first place to start is
with one organisation, the Harkat
ul-Mujahideen, which the US has
designated a terrorist organisa-
tion", the official said.

On the other hand, "if Clinton
does not go to Pak, he would be
playing into the hands of the anti-
democratic forces," he said.
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Fmally, the suspense 1s over US Pre /1>Bill Clinton has
politely informed Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
that he will be stopping at Islamabad after dl. And that India’s
aggressive opposition to this had been noyed but overruled.
Presuient Clinton has decided according to hjs country’s inter-
ests and these do not allow the exclusion of Pakistan from his
visit to the region. This is a reality which the government here
chose to ignore in its obsessive desire to teach Pakistan a les-
son. If not directly, at least through the US. Indian diplomacy
became a joke in diplomatic circles as the forelgn secretary,
india’s ambassador to the US and other senior officials were
pressed into service to ensure that the President did not visit
Pakistan. In fact, after running out of arguments against the
visit, the government sought to impress upon the US that a
presidential visit to the neighbouring country would create con-
siderable animosity amongst the people of India. US officials
tried to tell their counterparts to mind their own business but
the polite noises were ignored as the government turned on the
diplomatic taps to score, what it hoped would be a major victo-
ry. The hype generated had been of such a level, that now the
decision by President Clinton to stop in Islamabad comes as
almost a defeat for Delhi. And Prime Minister Vajpayee was
right when he told President Clinton over the telephone that
Pakistan would project the decision as a victory. Chief Execu-
tive General Pervez Musharraf will definitely ensure that the
presidential visit is seen as a recognition of the military dispen-
sation and a victory for Pakistan. Particularly as he has conced-
ed nothing to the Americans. Despite the pressure on him the
General has refused to give any time bound frame for the return
of democracy in Pakistan. He has also been steadfast in dis-
claiming any responsibility for terrorism, going to the extent of
drawing a distinction between jihad and terrorism per se.
Unlike his predecessor, deposed Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
who alienated his people because of his dependence on Wash-
ington, General Musharraf has deliberately drawn a distance
hetween himself and the US government. He obviously knows
that President Clinton cannot ignore Pakistan for more than one
reason, the least being the fact that India’s hostile neighbour
was a close ally of Washington during the Cold War. The years
have seen a strong bonding between Pakistan and the US and
there is today a very powerful lobby in Washington which will
not allow a dilution of these ties. Also, it was very clear right
from the beginning that President Clinton, with his declared
commitment to peace in every corner of the world, could not
talk of Kashmir and tension in the region without paying a visit
to Pakistan. It was imperative for him to keep the channels of
communication open with all the concerned countries in the
region, and hence the short visit. US assistant secretary of state
Karl Inderfurth and others had been advocating a brief halt in
Islamabad to Kill the proverbial birds with one visit. In brief, to
offset criticism about any dealings with a military regime and
two, to keep Pakistan engaged. India should now turn its atten-
tion to strengthening bilateral relations with the US, and not
continue with its short-sighted diplomatic manoeuvres that are
having a negative impact on the world image of the nation.

THE ASIAN AGE
- 9 MAR 20



51 Indian\”i/nstit{ltes
off US taboo list .,

HT Correspondent H/‘l/\
New Delhi, March 9

DAYS BEFORE US President Bill
Clinton begins his India tour
Washington has e e
paved the way B

for the removal
of an avoidable
irritant in Indo-
US relations, by
deciding to
notify the
removal of fifty-
one Indian
research insti-
tutes from the Entity List in its
Federal Register, announced near-
ly three months ago.

A spokesman for the External
Affairs Ministry said today that the
notification in the Federal Register
was “likely to happen very shortly.”
He was, however, emphatic that
the US step should not be consid-
ered connected in any manner with
the forthcoming Presidential visit.

Even though the organisations
were removed from the Entity List
back on December 16 last, the US

Bill Clinton

administration inexplicably sat
over issuing the necessagy notifica-
tion thus; in effect, contiguing with
the sanctions against thesp.

The spokesman said that when
Indian organisations were included
in the Entity List placing them
under restrictions in the aftermath
of the May 1998 nuclear tests,

India characterised the
move as unjustified and counter-
productive.

The US administration had
explained its decision to waive the
sanctions against the 51 Indian
research institutes by claiming that
the sanctions would thus be more
focused on “those Indian entities
most directly involved in prolifera-
tion activities.”

Reports suggest that Washing-
ton’s inexplicable failure to take
the relevant follow-up action, after
the 51 research institutes were
declared to be out of the Entity
List three months ago, has held up
important projects, such as the
installation of a new Super Comp-
uter at the Indian Meteorological

Department. -
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ﬁgmay focus on Indo-Pak tens

HT Correspondent /. ;\«‘\
New Delhi, March 10 \\\
\

AS US President Bill Clinton's
South Asia visit draws closer,
Washington is skillfully guiding
global attention on the Kashmir
issue and India-Pakistan relations.

President Clinton's latest charac-
terisation of the Kashmir valley as
the "most dangerous place in the
world today”, which he did yester-
day while addressing leaders of all
faiths, is certain to send the adren-
aline up here.

But there seems to be little lee-
way left for New Delhi to shift the
focus elsewhere.

"The most dangerous place in the
world today,"” he said, "T think you
could argue, is the Indian sub-con-
tinent and the Line of Control
(LoC) in Kashmir." He followed
this up by an ingenious argument
in support of his obvious keenness
to play a role in what he terms
"minimising” the threat to peace
and stability that the situation pre-
sents.

"One of the reasons [ want to try
to minimise, if people are mad at
us, at least | want them to have an
accurate perception,” he said. "If
they think we have a certain policy
or a certain attitude, I want them
to have accurate view of what that .
policy or attitude is."

His return to the subject of the

'

————

THE US Government has said
that the trial of Mr Nawaz
Sharif was “proceeding properly
under due process” but the
overall performance of the
Musharrai Government was
‘mixed’. “Their record so far is
mixed. We believe it’s too early
to judge the record of the new
government,” two senior admin-
istration officials said.

AN], Washington

high-risk security environment in
the sub-continent makes clear two
things: first, the White House has
taken little cognizance of New
Delhi's stiff opposition to any US
or third party involvement in any
form in India-Pakistan bilateral
relations; and, second, it sticks to
its determination that India-
Pakistan tensions are at an extraor-

<
1011

N\ TN
dinarily high level me}l Dnter-
national attention.

Irked by a spate of UJ, state-
ments conjuring up a doolsday
scenario in South Asia, Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee had
issued a stern admonition in his
Feb 12 address to the Conference
on The Contribution of Persons of
Indian Origin.

On that occasion, he said, "While
we will not brook interference in
our internal affairs or allow others
to meddle in our bilateral relations
or problems, we are ready to
engage with any country in a coop-
erative framework."

New Delhi thereafter detected a
certain circumspection in the sub-
sequent statements from
Washington and was clearly satis-
fied that Prime Minister Vajpayee's
call to stay clear of India-Pakistan
issues had been heeded.

President Clinton's words yester-
day have however shattered that
sense of satisfaction.




US thinkin
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a NEw

enters

Washington, March 10 \\\"7
PRESIDENT BILL Clintyn

and Prime Minister At}l
M. Bihari Vajapyee will joi

together in launching a new era in
India-US relations which will not
be hostage to the United States
ties with any other country, assis-
tant Secretary of State for South
Asian Affairs Karl Inderfurth said.

At a briefing at the US Institute
of Peace on Mr Clinton's upcom-
ing trip to Bangladesh, India and
Pakistan, he said the President
"looks forward to discussing a wide
range of issues and to learning
more about the aspirations of the
Indian people, just as he carries
with him the conviction of the
American people, including the
dynamic Indian American commu-
nity in the US, that our two coun-
tries must work more closely
together in the future.”

He said one of the best accounts
of the history of US-India relations
was Dennis Kux's book Estranged
Democracies. On this trip,
President Clinton wants to trans-
form * that to  "Engaged
Democracies".

“The fact is that US thinking
about and policies toward India
have entered a new phase. We seek
a broad, constructive engagement
with India based on broadly con-
ceived US interests," he added.

He said the US saw India as a key
player in global affairs in the 21st
century, and as a vital contributor
to overall Asian regional peace.
US and Indian interests were con-
verging in a number of areas on
the 21st century agenda.

Mr Inderfurth said, India and the

US have areas where they do not
see eye to eye. We want to narrow
differences where we can and
address areas of disagreement in a
candid and constructive manner."

‘Kashmir most
dangerous place

in the world’
Washington, March 10

US PRESI-
DENT Bill
Clinton has
described
the Indian
sub-conti-
nent and the
Line of
Control in
Kashmir as
"the most
dangerous”
place in the world today trou-
bled by various conflicts based
on religious and ethnic causes.

"The most dangerous place in
the world today, I think you
could argue, is the Indian sub-
continent and the LoC in
Kashmir," he told a group of
followers of all faiths yester-
day.Suggesting that those who
perceived the US as arrogant
or high-handed did so out of
misperceptions, he said that
one of the reasons of his visit-
ing the sub-continent was that
he wanted the people there to
have an accurate perception of
the US policies. (PTD)

H]NDUSTAN“
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¢ on India
phase

He specifically mentioned non-
proliferation and India-Pakistan
relations.

He said Talbott-Jaswant Singh
talks on non-proliferation had
made some progress toward
greater understanding on the non-
proliferation issues, but much
work remained to be done. The
United States and India shared an
ultimate concern about how to
make the world safer in a nuclear
age, and promoting further
progress on non-proliferation
would be one of the key issues on
the President's agenda in India.

As a friend of both India and
Pakistan, he pointed out, the US
was concerned and in touch with
both countries regularly about the
tensions that exist between these
two neighbours.

"Our concerns have been height-
ened by the fact that both possess
nuclear weapons and by the very
intense fighting last summer along
the Line of Control in Kashmir.
We continue to encourage both
countries to look for ways to estab-
lish dialogue with each other and
will continue to do so."

He recalled the President's state-
ment that had clearly stated that
"he wants to help promote that dia-
logue, but we do not see ourselves
as mediators on this issue."

Mr Inderfurth said President
Clinton would go to Pakistan
because the Pakistani nation is a
friend, not because he approves of,
or acquiesces in, the government
of Gen. Pervez Musharraf. Mr
Inderfurth also added that the
President will not going to mediate,
the Kashmir dispute.




i\ &;‘%ridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 10. At a time
when the U.S. administration has
been saying that the President,
Mr. Bill Clinton’s visit to India is
going to be a turning point in bi-
lateral relations, it is being re-
minded that its engagement with
India is not aggressive enough.

Mr. Sam Brownback, Chairman
of the Sub-Committee on the
Near East and South Asia of the
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, said at a seminar on South
Asia at U.S. Institute of Peace he
was worried over Washington's
attitude. “It seems to me that the
cards are in place for a very ac-
complished trip to occur. Cards
are also in place that may not be
played for an accomplished trip. I
am very worried that the adminis-
tration will not step forward with
aggressive engagement strategy
towards India”.

“ 1 truly hope and would urge
the President to lift as many of
these sanctions as possible and
show a very aggressive and posi-
tive opening sign towards India of
a burgeoning relationship that is
critically important to the United
States, not just economically but
also geo-politically, strategically...
and in the long term, in virtually
all fields”.

Mr. Brownback said he had
originally preferred a suspension
of sanctions against India but had

_Engage India like a -
W strategigq partner’

to go alb(\){l% with the waiver au-
thority requested for by the ad-
ministration as there were not
sufficient votes to override a Pres-
idential veto. The lifting of some
sanctions were ‘“‘very timid”.

The Senator felt that the Clin-
ton administration ‘rushes” to
reward China while choosing to
punish India. Mr. Clinton'’s trip
should serve to redress this ineq-
uity. “We should be engaging In-
dia like the strategic partner it can
become”. Supporting the Presi-
dent’s stopover in Pakistan, he ar-
gued that the problems faced by .
the U.S. in Pakistan were a result
of inconsistent and flawed poli-
cies. Allowing Pakistan to self-de-
struct was not in the interests of
the U.S., the West in general and
of South Asia.

Meanwhile officials of the Pa-
kistan Embassy here have been
quoted as saying that Mr. Clinton
will be meeting Gen. Pervez
Musharraf “briefly” at an airport
in Islamabad.

At the State Department, its
spokesman, Mr. James Rubin,
brushed aside the notion that the
July 4 meeting in Washington be-
tween Mr. Clinton and the then
Pakistan Prime Minister, Mr. Na-
waz Sharif, led to the military
coup. The coup, according to Mr.
Rubin, happened because of a
number of factors including Mr.
Sharif’s approach to domestic is-
sues. ‘

THE HINDU
1 1MaR 200



i

|

WSIASY) BuLNp posireuy 3G 01
Ao susuwraasde yym ‘erep sousios
ouoydsoune - pue  eordojo109}
-l Surreys ur uoneradooo Suuoyd
“¥33q OSe pinom (VVON) uonenst
-Ulwpy suydsowry pue dueso0
JeuoneN aip pie (WSYN) uonen

| -SIIWpPY 9oedg pue sonneuolsy

JeuoneN ‘spediojunco g sy
pue (QYSD uonesueRi(y yoress

. -3y soedg uepu] 9y pue (SOQ)

soeds 3o usunreda(y sy 1, "opecop
ISe] 21p ul uondeiMur ajqegoxd
A1oa & pey oney S ayy pue erp
-U IOYM BAIE QU0 Yaressst soeds
UT JUSWISAOW PIEMIO] SUIOS 9q OS[e
PInoM 2134, "ipfesH Jo yusured
-2 SN 9 pue AnsIN yiesH
o) ayy 4q pauBis aq 01 yyjeay
aanpnpordar oyl yoJeasar uo
Jususess yuiof e dn pioy 01 payoed

+X230U OS[e ST S0USSqE S, B[E[EYS | ,
- YoJeasal ageds pue yyjeay uo sjusweside ale JSIA s,uojulj) 610184 pal
. : T

WA FuLmp pouBis oq pnom
SATV/ATH 03 Suneja1 Sonss femol
~ABU2q U0 Yareasar Suneiey st
<asBe ot ‘Sfemojus uouI) PO
100 paddoIp 2By 0 POOISISPUN 51
EeTeYS euuo( (esH Jo Arejarog

SN y3noyy -escxdde reuy Sur

“HeME ST Yareasal ATH pue (QLS)
SISBSIP popwISUR] AJ[enxos uo
Juowsarde §)-0puy Uy ‘paipear
8urq osfe are sjuowoasSe poyeg
-AL-resy oMy, Jo300s djeand ay)
wox Jo sapusde reiotemNW oy}
YT SSAINOS [BJUSUILISAOF-UOU pue
ejudwwaA0d wog sposford Jofew
10§ 3urptny Jo saarnos Amuopi disy
pmom wrioj Yy, ‘(1§¢]) A3ojou
YR pure 20uag Jo usunredacy
“Areyorsog “Apnureurey ‘S pres
« Y2TBISII SYBUSIS Jjelfjioey pue
SuruIEXa 03 Affesipottad 190w pnom
oym sapunoo oq woy spod

3 §N-opuj 1s00q 0}

X2 JO Apoq & oAkY pInom 1] “yoress
~1ohRUSLS JO SpUDy [[e.Joy uuoperd
Ue Se 108 p[nom WnIoy ayy,,

) “afe1095 pjOO onsuoneId
~d600 ognustos S -Opu JO e e
Sumysnd ‘s1s9) Jespnu uereypo g i
AQ UINEHIA0 313 SLIORS ) ‘poje
~035u Buloq.aTam WSROI 1)
JO'suLR) 3Y) st UoAd Jnq ‘pasodord
Sem winio £3ojouyoqy, pue 2ous
~10S S(1-0pY] SY3L66T W Usy T,

“Spy3u Autadoid remgoafjaiun oy o
suoisold oty o) Sureja1 sousLofIp
1940 3|qnOR OJUF Ue1 11Inq ‘C66T U
pajo0LL )sI semusLaIGe A30[0u
~{231 pure 30USLs SM-Opuf Uy

"UOREIOGE[[0O ST} JO STeriownsa)
Toyssa00ns-AySiy o4) se ‘euenyprry

Rystoamn emymoudy  qefung
oy pue “mduey] “ABojouydar, jo

SIuSuT werput Syl M ‘uonerado
-0 3gRUAS Jo UoBIpen Suck e pey

SABY S() 3} pue elpuf "pres s[er
“IHO UBIpUT O 3e) Wiruo ayy djoy
03 spunj sndxoo 2y 03 uoyNGLILOS
& oyew 03 Ajoxyif Os[e st eipuy

4 (A1) puny e1pur-sn
343 WO JOA0 1J0] ASUOUI “QI01D ()¢
$ 30 snd100 [enIut Ue dARY [[ims W

-0 Y[, 'sppe oy ‘ssouisnq (] pue

¥ eqoj8 ay) urdoy sy oy expuy ysnd
ued 0us3adwooa10d pue syyduons
953y |, "Seare oy ureyras ur ostuad
X3 JMUSIDS S} SeY BIPU],, ‘RO
QU0 SAES , UOHEAIO YI[2oMm JO SRt
€ 5B Yoredsal ognuabos Sulsn ul [en
-usjod snoutious ay3 pastieas aaey
S0 2y pue elpuj ‘( pue Y jo uon

STIGEISD SRUOIS 2 WNIO]
3o.dn Bumas aup pad3op asey jerp
SIISI2A0NU0 3 Spise Buidg

“YIUOWISTL} UAO] O SoWoD @0

[IE JUSPISaL] S} USym pageniul oq
O} SIe YoM 3O [e Youeasal yyesy
aanonpoxdar uo Juswoess juof
B pUR [oreasol STV U0 JuswaaIse
Ue ‘uin1o4 A3ojouyaq], puesousios
SN-opuj vedn 135 03 JusiuaeiFe ue
01 uaAF Butaq are soyono) feun.y

‘ ! 'so
-unod oMy A3 usaMIaq uonelado
~00 0} IS} B ALT [[IM ORM SIUSW
-3a18e Jo ma[s e Suihpeal Asnq uasq
9ABY SANEIS PN D) pue BIpUY

“eSIEQOI3UHIA, SAIBOOUYO01 58PS WO SISHUAIS YisiA Uy

Sumno ur¥iolpid yoressar piyny
Jujof se [lom se sdoysyzom eiorelq -

+ pue soureyoxa yrurad piom yorg\,
WSTUIRYOIW 33 10] S[elap oy g”_o«é ;

POMIOM IABY SIPIS 10q WIOIY SYUD

oy Supunowuns .m_amo_m{.\
uﬂm adAy agy woy xym
%

ZT HouvIN T30 MIN
. 394039 VIYWHIN

mme duieq os|y m

UNioj 32UdIIS JuIOf



Army unvei

strategy

to couyter Pak on Lo

. Shishir Gupta
New Delhi, March 12 AN

HE INDIAN Army has
unveiled “vigilance in force”

strategy to counter Pakistani
moves to heighten tensions in the
coming days through activation of
the 740-kilometer Line of Control
(LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir.

This strategy, worked out by
Northern Army Command, takes
into account the recent aggressive
posture adopted by Pakistan’s mil-
itary ruler General Pervez
Musharraf on infiltration across
the LoC and statements made by
pan-Islamic  terrorist  outfit
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT).

While Gen. Musharraf has
expressed his Army’s “inability” t
stop infiltration across the LoC
the LeT has warned of “Kargil-
type intrusions in the future”.

The Indian counter-move has
also factored details such as the
purchase of six million francs
worth of top-of-the-line snow
clothing and snowmobiles by
Pakistan from Belgium.

Intelligence inputs suggest that

Islamabad has purchased around
970 pairs of snowshoes, 450
now parkas and 26 snow scooters.
enior Army officials point out
that this equipment is enough to
clothe, provide transport to a battal-
ion (around 800 men) strong con-
tingent in snowbound mountainous
areas like those facing Kargil.

This input appears extremely rel-
evant, as prior to Kargil intrusions
Pakistan had procured 500 pairs of
military boots for use in extreme

The Bottomline

cold conditions from Finland in
January 1999.

This input from the Research
and Analysis Wing (RAW) was
shared with the military intelli-
gence, Defence Ministry and the
Joint Intelligence Committee, but
to no avail.

The basic aim of the “vigilance in
force” strategy is to step up vigil
along the LoC in order to prevent
infiltration of Pak-sponsored mili-
tant groups into KashmivaZ!ley

and employ effective retaliatory
measures to deter any misadven-
ture such as cross-LoC raids from
the other side.

This plan, in military parlance, is
graded above “vigilance in recon-
naissance” or stepped up surveil-
lance on the LoC but stops well
short of the pro-active strategy.

Highly placed sources say this
plan has been formulated by taking
into account the fact that it is not
possible to man every square kilo-
meter of the LoC.

The plan is supposed to provide
the Indian Army with effective
retaliatory capability in “unheld”
gaps, to deter any cross-border
raids by Pakistani troops or infil-
tration by militant groups.
Deterrence and not pre-emption
seems to be the criterion.

Vigilance in force also calls for
not allowing the Pakistani troops
to dominate the LoC through
“extension of forward zone”.
Essentially, it means that the
Indian forces will use effective
measures so that Pakistani troops

do not occupy dominating height
or positions along the LoC.

THE HINDUSTAN TMES
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NEW DELHI, March 13. —
The Prime Minister, Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee, has said
India would ask the USA to
exert greater pressure on
Pakistan to stop its cross-bor-
der terrorism during the visit
of President Bill Clinton here.
Mr Vajpayee said India had
been consistently raising the
issue with the USA, and the
question would come up during
the visit.

Speaking to journalists on his
way back from the three-day
state visit to Mauritius, the
Prime Minister, however,
refused to go into specific
issues on the agenda of the
visit or confirm whether the
CTBT and Kashmir would be
taken up, saying “all issues”
would be discussed.

Stating that there had been
no change in the situation
because of the US President’s
visit to Pakistan, the Prime
Minister said when Mr Clinton
had called to inform him of his
decision to visit Pakistan, he,
Mr Vajpayee, had informed
him that the visit would
encourage Pakistan to claim
recognition for the military
regime — a matter of concern.

The Prime Minister, however,
did not comment on the report-

in Pak, says PM ,

ed remarks by the Pakistan
Chief Executive, General
Pervez Musharraf, suggesting
that the Army could not control
infiltration into India, saying
the remarks seemed to have
been made in the context of the
difficulty of manning the long
border.

Responding to a question on
whether the dialogue with the
USA had resulted in US recog-
nition of Kashmir as part of

Mr Clinton

Mr Vajpayee

India, the Prime Minister said
the US stand was well-known.
It continued to see Kashmir as
a disputed territory, a position
that India rejected. There was
no change “as yet” in the US
stand, he said.

The Prime Minister was non-
committal on questions related
to domestic political develop-
ments and on the possibility of
a roll-back in the price of fer-
tilisers and food grains. “Wait

THE STATESMAN
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for the finance Bill”, he sai

He denied the NDA’s fai
to prove its majority in Bi
was a setback, saying “it is npt
exactly a setback”. Th
Governor had invited Mr
Nitish Kumar to form the gov-
ernment. Since he could not
prove majority the government
decided to resign, the Prime
Minister said, adding “democ-
racy has triumphed in Bihar”.

Mr Vajpayee, however, said it
would be difficult to comment
on whether the government
now formed would be stable.
He defended the decision taken
by the Bihar Governor, saying
he had taken it in his wisdom
and conscience.

The Prime Minister recalled
that there had been criticism
even when he was called by the
former President, Mr Shankar
Dayal Sharma, as the leader of
the single largest party in
1996.

He dismissed the suggestion
that the withdrawal of the
Gujarat government order on
RSS membership was a set-
back, saying this was a matter
of opinion. He denied that the
government was compelled to
withdraw it and said while the
friendly parties felt strongly
about it they would not do any-
thing to destabilise the govern-
ment.
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Cllnton q/ajpayee ta]gl;s on March 21

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 14 K
A4

Us PRESIDENT BilliClinton and
Prime Minister A.B. Vgpayec will
hold one-on-one talks here on
March 21 before they lead their
governmental delegations into
structured  discQ¥sions, US
Ambassador Richard F Celeste
said today. o

A “very” high-fevel Science and
Technology Forum to be formed by
“very senior” scientists not only
from the two governments but also
from industry and academic circles
to address policy issues, identify
funding sources and discuss mea-
sures to best utilise skilled man-
power was now being discussed by
the two governments, he said.

While the first US presidential

visit in over 22 years is being per-
ceived to be inaygdrating a “new
day” in India,¥S relations, both

/Ejldes seem to have taken in their

tride the inevitability of their con-
tinuing differences over crucial
contentious issues like the
shmir dispute, nuclear non-pro-
(feration and the checkmated
India-Pakistan dialogue. This was
wdll-reflected in Ambassador
Celeste’s remarks and the Indian
responses.

While the US wants the Lahore
process to be “re-energised” and
the Kashmir issue addressed by
India and Pakistan “at the highest
level”, New Delhi plays cool and
sticks to its position on a condi-
tional resumption of the dialogue
with its neighbour.

Ambassador Celeste said that
President Clinton favoured the
Lahore process to be “re-ener-
gised” and the Kashmir issue
addressed by the Indian and Pak
leadership at the highest level.

Responding,an External Affairs

mlstry spok sman said, “Our
position on the matter remains
absolutely unchanged,” in a signal
to the US that President Clinton
would be welcome to state his
views but those would not be of
any account to India as long as
New Delhi’s demand that Pakistan
stop forthwith promoting cross-
border terrorism is not honoured.

Interestingly, the us
Ambassador would not go beyond
acknowledging that the Lahore
process, brought about through an
Indian initiative, was a positive
step towards bringing the tradi-
tional foes together.

He pointed out that the US “cer-
tainly” strongly supported Mr
Vajpayee’s initiative in the Lahore
process, which was a movement
forward in resolving the differ-
ences between the two countries. It
was quite “hopeful” at the time of
the Lahore declaration that the

THE HINDUSTAN TIMED
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rocess of reconciliation had

egun,

But he stopped. short of sharing
the Indian perception that the
Lahore process was derailed by the
Kargil episode destroying the trust
built up between the two countries
and that until that trust was
restored, possible only through ter-
minating cross-border terrorism, a
resumption of the dialogue could
only be wished for but not
achieved.

Asked if the Clinton administra-
tion was thinking of appointing a
coordinator for Kashmir, he said,
“I don’t know how these reports
have come now. This was discussed
sometime back.” ;

The Ministry spokesman was
however emphatic in saying that
“Nothing of that kind has been
communicated to us and our posi-
tion on the Kashmir issue is well-

known.” -



By\C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI\ MARCH 14. India and
the United' States will not allow
their differences on Indo-Pakista-
ni tensions and nuclear non-pro-
liferation to come in the way of
the efforts to give a new direction
to their bilateral relations during
the U.S. President, Mr.Bill Clin-
ton’s visit to the region next week.

Mr. Clinton is concerned about
the rising tensions between India
and Pakistan and is keen on see-
ing a resumption of the dialogue
between the two countries.

But the Indian Government is

| determined to reject any engage-

ment with Pakistan until the mil-
itary regime there puts an end to
cross-border terrorism.

On the question of American
sanctions imposed on India fol-
lowing the nuclear tests of May
1998, the U.S. argues that these
coercive measures will be lifted
only after progress is made in the
nuclear dialogue between the two
nations. India, on the other hand,
believes that these sanctions are
“unjustified”” and should be lifted
forthwith.

Despite these differences, the

two sides are determined to use
Mr. Clinton’s visit to build a
“qualitatively different and bet-
ter” relationship.

Briefing the press here on the
eve of Mr. Clinton’s visit, the U.S.
Ambassador to India, Mr. Richard
Celeste, expressed the hope that
India and Pakistan would be able
“re- energise” the peace process
initiated in February 1999 when
Mr. Vajpayee travelled to Lahore.

Recalling the strong American
support to the Lahore process,
Mr. Celeste said the U.S. believed
that it “provides a solid basis” to
deal with all issues that divide In-
dia and Pakistan, including the
dispute over Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Mr. Celeste expressed the hope
that the Indian and Pakistani
leaderships would be able to ad-
dress the Kashmir issue by taking
into account the interests of the
Kashmir people.

On the speculation that the U.S.
might appoint a special coordina-
tor for Kashmir affairs, Mr. Celes-
te pointed to the earlier official
sentiment in Washin against
the proposal.

_Differences no hurdle to

uO

better ties: Ce!gste _

Insxstmg at no single issue
will dominate Mr. Clinton’s visit,
Mr. Celeste said Mr. Clinton’s ob-
jectives are to make a new begin-
ning in bilateral relations and
“spell out in some detail”’ the
modalities of a sustained engage-
ment.

Expressing a similar sentiment,
a spokesman of the Foreign Office
said India looked forward to Mr.
Clinton'’s visit as a “direction-set-
ting one”, and that linking it to
any specific issue would be “mis-
leading”.

According to Mr. Celeste, Mr.
Clinton would pick up the propo-
sition that India and the United
States could be “natural allies’".

During his visit to New York in
September 1998, Mr. Vajpayee
had expressed the hope that India
and the U.S. would soon realise
the potential of being ‘natural al-
lies in the 21st century’.

Mr. Clinton, according to Mr.

‘Celeste, has the opportunity now

to explore together with the Indi-
an leadership on how best to
translate this idea into concrete
partnerships in a variety ofﬂelds.
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“Don’t cornerﬂndla on n-issue’

By Sridhar Knshnaswam1

WASHINGTON, MARCH 14. In setting
forth goals for the President in his
visit to South Asia, an Independ-
ent Task Force has warned Mr.
Bill Clinton to resist the tempta-
tion of placing the ambitious nu-
clear weapons-related goals at the
centre of American aims with re-
spect to India.

“It is essential to resist the
temptation to place ambitious,
nuclear weapons-related goals at
the centre of U.S. aims. Any at-
tempt to persuade India to elim-
inate its nuclear arsenal will fail
(and poison the atmo:l}sf'@ere of
constructive discussion of other
issues) given Indian concerns of
both China and Pakistan and the
inclination of many Indians to as-
sociate nuclear weapons with
great power status,” the Task
Force has argued,

Instead, an argument has been
made that Mr. Clinton would be
“wise to adopt more modest but
still significant goals in the nucle-
ar realm” such as supporting and
encouraging India’s formal and
informal policies on export con-
trol; to avoid any new nuclear
weapons tests; to talk directly
with Paklstan and “‘where appro-
pnate with China about ways to
increase stability and transparen-
cy of nuclear and missile arsenals
through Confidence Building
Measures, hot lines, and av01d1ng
the flight testing of missiles in the
dll’eCthﬂ of one another’s coun-
try.

There is the expectation here
that Mr. Clinton will talk about
Kashmir in his meetings with In-
dian leaders. The Task Force has
reminded the President that
Kashmir is a subject “better left
mostly for private conversation”
and that Mr. Clinton should note
American concerns that Kashmir

’Ltemams the most likely trigger of
a costly and dangerous war be-
tween India and Pakistan; and,
among other things, that India
'would be wise to adopt measures
that would provide the inhabit-
ants of the region greater autono-
my and civil rights.

Terrorism: ‘Put Pak.
on notice’

The Task Force has said that
Mr. Clinton was “correct’”” in vis-
iting Pakistan but recommended
to the President that he should
privately let Pakistan’'s leaders
know that the United States will
have little option but to designate
that country as a State sponsor of
terrorism “‘if they do not act more
decisively” against this threat.
“You should voice strong criti-
cism of their provocative posture
toward the Kashmir insurgency,
making clear that they and their
country would not be better off if
Pakistan foments a war with India
over Kashmir or anything else,”
the members have said.

The suggestions and recom-
mendations of the Task Force
come by way of a letter to the
President on the eve of what is
seen as a historic visit to the
South Asian region, India in par-
ticular. The letter was signed by
Mr. Richard Haass of the Brook-
ings Institution and 21 others, in-
cluding former American
Ambassadors to India and Pakis-
tan and experts dealing with the
region and non-proliferation.

Arguing that South Asia is a far
more dangerous place to live to-
day than it was one or two years
ago, the Task Force traces the
events that led to this rapidly de-
teriorating situation that included
Kargil, the October coup in Pakis-
tan and the hijacking of the Indi-
an Airlines flight last December.
“The net result of these events is

that relations between India and
Pakistan have sunk to a danger-
ous level, one that all too easily
could lead to conflict,” the Task
Force members have said.

“Pakistan’s leaders appear to
be emboldened by the possession
of nuclear weapons, believing
that India is now limited in what it
can do in retaliation lest it risk a
nuclear conflict... There is a wide-
ly held view in Pakistan that if it
can provoke enough of a crisis,
the United States will be forced to
step in and resolve the Kashmir
matter in some manner that Pa-
kistan would view as preferable to
the status quo,” the letter reads.

One encounters mounting In-
dian despair over apparently di- _
minished potential to reach some
accommodation with Pakistan
and, as a result, increasing talk of
retaliating with military force and
teaching Pakistan a lesson,” the
Task Force has observed.

The President has been re-
minded that the challenge for the
United States policy in South Asia
is to address the current tensions
but without losing sight of the
longer term interests in forging
closer ties to the region, especially
with India.

To this effect four goals have
been identified: building a post-
cold war relationship with India
that expanded economic and oth-
er forms of interaction; stemming
the drift toward conflict between
India and Pakistan and urging
both countries to take steps to
stabilise or even reduce their
growing nuclear and missile com-
petition; persuading Pakistan on
economic reform, the rule of law
and more *‘responsible behaviour
in the realm of terrorism”; and to
highlight the potential success of
Bangladesh.
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ILL CLINTON’S visit to
India is to be welcomed as a
step towards constructing a

new and meaningful Indo-

US relationship. Nothing is dimin-
ished by his decision to stop over in
Islamabad en route home. An Amer-
ican spokesman said on March 8 that,
since no one can predict when the
next flare-up between India and Pak-
istan will occur, “the President be-
lieves that it is crucial that he carry a
message Of restraint and dialogue to
both capitals”.

Rising tensions in Jammu and
Kashmir signal General Musharraf’s
compulsions to up the ante and catch
Clinton’s ear. There is, however, little
prospect of war, “limited” or nuclear.
India does not want one and Pakistan
cannot afford another disaster. Gen

Musharraf needs a face-saver as well
as some firm advice. Both ways, if

Clinton can pass on an appropriate

message to Islamabad, his stopover -

may serve a useful purpose.
Clinton has wisely disclaimed any

mediatory role in Kashmir. In most.

Indian eyes, the US (and the West ge-
nerally) is part of the problem rather
than the solution in Kashmir. India
did invite international mediation be-
tween 1947 and 1967 buit, all through
the Cold War years, what mattered
was not merit or principle but whose
side youwere on.

In the 1980s and 1990s, Pakistan
was again recruited as a frontline state

in respect of Afghanistan. The price:

tacit US complicity in nuclear prolif-
eration, the growth of Islamic funda-
mentalism, the spread of drugs and an
uncontrolled flow of small arms de-
spite known leakages. These have
played havoc in Jammu and Kashmir
and elsewhere in India through cross-
border terrorism and proxy war. Ear-
lier, the US gratuitously invented a
new extension of the CFL/LOC in

Jammu and Kashmir from grid refer- -

ence NJ 9842 to the Karakoram Pass.

Clinton ca

This gave comfort to Pakistan in its
endeavour to grab Siachen, which the
Indian Army foiled in 1984. .
All this is history. The purpose of
any fresh American engagement of
Pakistan must not once again be artifi-
cially to balance it against India. This
will only result in more adventurism
and ‘jehadi’ fanaticism premised on
nuclear blackmail. Indian responses

“to cross-border aggression, open or

sub rosa, cannot be regarded as esca-
latory and greeted with discredited
appeals for “restraint on
both sides”. Jt is for Pak-
istan to refrain from cross-
border terrorism and ag-
gression by Pakistani reg-
ulars and foreign merce-
naries. So this call must be
addressed to Islamabad.
Should wanton violations
persist, then Pakistan and
the world must know that
India will be free to re-

Kashmir, ‘disputed’ and ‘internationalised’
since 1947, can most certainly not be kept
out of talks. At stake is not the fact of the
‘dispute’ but only its nature

B.G. VERGHESE

o Address ‘rechall to Musharaf L~
an’t avoid Kashmir
ntavol \

-shmmiri”, rewrite the facts and sequ-
ence of events, treat “Azad” Kashmir
and the Northern Areas as a closed
_chapter and trade on long-dead UN

resolutions which it aborted at the
. threshold by total non-implementa-

tion. After Kargil, the world too has at

: . inister Abdul Sat- st begun to accept that a settlement
tlsa?? fa(;f;tix:i L;;g‘:&z;y_e dustafe’- has to be built around the LoC and

ment that Islamabad had exploited the construction of a new intra-

its nuclear deterrent against Indiaon Jammu-and-Kashmir and Indo-Pak-

atleastthree occasions. istan relationship across that interna-
It would be mistaken to make tionalborder-in-the-making.

talks with Pakistan conditional on jts ,_/partfrom talkingto Pakistan, In-

. « » - dia must dialogue with le of all
vacation of “Azad” Kas- “'@ 105t gu people ol a
hmir and thé Northern_ political hues and from all regions in

Areas It is one thing for Jammu and Kashmir. If there is fa-
India to claim continu- Ugue over proxy war and disenchant-
ing sovereignty over. mentwith Pakistan, there isalso alien-
these areas until a final tion against the Indian state. This
settlement. Quite an. Must be addressed. The autonomy is-
other to give away one’s SU% Centre-state and intra-regional,
cards before the game S30NOt be wished away. The twin re-
commences. ports presented on these su_b]ects_ of-
If Pakistan desires fer 2 startl;eng point for dnsclx:syl(]):s
. There can be no reneging on what
to return fo the La been a repeated and solemn commit-
ment by successive governments.

. Finally, the government must talk
to the rest of India on the question so
that issues are focussed and a consen-
sus forged. Such a triad of initiatives
will fashion a new and creative
Jammu and Kashmir policy in place

in Jalandhar recently was that, sh-..
ould Pakistan use its “nuclear deter-
rent”; it must expect a credible In-
dian response. The Prime Minister
was not resiling from the declared
no-first-use doctrine despite Pak-

spond at a time, place and manner of
itschoosing. This is not to seek a “lim-
ited war” but to prevent the one Pak-
istan has been waging with impunity.
‘There is a burden of responsibil-
ity on India as well. Any show of br-

.avado, sabre-rattling or civil belliger-

ence is to play Pakistan’s game. India
has no quarrel with the people of
Pakistan, barring the fundamentalist
fringe. It must deal with the govern-
mentof the day and notseek to quar-
antine Gen Musharraf in interna-
tional fora, SAARC and, most
important, bilaterally. .
Atal Behari Vajpayee has held
out no nuclear threat. What he said

of the reactive/proactive law and or-
. . der approach generally canvassed.
hore-Shimla framework, it cannot ©€T approach ge y

. e e akistan will find its bluff called, peo-
talk peace while waging war or hope ple in the state will respond and the

to get at the negotiating table what ) A
it l%as recklesslgy gambgled and r _-'yvorld will applaud. Nobody in Pak-

atedly lost in wars of its own mak- iStan is.ready to self-destruct. Gen
?neg. Inc)l,ia must talk on the whole Musharraf is in a bind. Lead him to
gamut of issues — most certainly in- meaningful talks — preferably quiet
cluding Jammu and Kashmir— di- 21d through a high-level plenipoten-
viding the two countries. Kashmir is tiary — and he may find the exit he
“disputed” and has remained “in- ¢€ks. This could help Pakistan to re-

ternationalised” since 1947, What is S01V¢ its political, economic and core
atissue is not the fact but the nature i9entity problems and put it on the
of the dispute. path of becoming a stable and pros-

Not talking has left India’s Kash- Perous partner inafriendly (SAARC)

* mir diplomacy in tatters. For years, neighbourhood which is what the Par-

Pakistan has been enabled to set the titionwas meanttoachieve.
agenda, define “Kashmir” and “Ka-

INDIAN EXPRESS
15 MAR 20D



‘Jouuew fue
ur epuafe Lorjod uB1a10§ s)1 10 $ISAIANUI UEILIdWY
SI0IpeIUod suonsafdns asoy) Jo ISYUAN Bipul
Ul pIOYD 2AISUOMSII B PUI Pnom YOIy ‘suonelal
S -OPUT JO 90U2I3J21 JO SUIIA] 3} PaIe[nolIIe dAey
pInoM 3 ‘JUsUTIUOd-qNs UBIpU] 93 U AY[Iqels pue
aoead 10} I0108) WId)-3uo[ B se ‘uoneradood [esr
-Sojouyo3} pue dIWOU0d §)-OpU] JO senlfenualod
ay3 Surdpajmonyoe yiim dn siy1 MO[[OF PINOD 3Y JI

. ‘o8essaw
jueyrodwnr ue 9q pNOM 31 USY} ‘90INOS AU WOIJ
‘KU S1Y3 0) S1e3IY) 119400 PUR JIIAO JO SUWIIO] [[e 0}
pasoddo st 31 Jey) pue ‘elpu] Jo Aun pue AuIaul
[e110311193 Y3 Jo santoddns Afuuiy s1 seyey§ pajun
oy} Jeyl ajels pinod syuswadsunouold ofqnd siq ur
uoluI) IN J1 'souqissod a1e 319Y) asneddq [uoj
saIuaA auQ -asanduossard aq 01 salelsay AUQ

: *S9NSS] SNOLIBA UO
ssuess erput-oxd £j93o1dwoo e oyel o3 wiy 19adxo
10U pInoys ap\ 2douelrodul Jo st Op PInod JUSPISAId
oyl Jeyp\ -siserojul oiseq Ino asiwoidwos
10U p[NOM UYOIYm SUOHN[OS S]qEUOSBAI INO YIOM
01 ansap e Sunesipul pue [esrwejod-uou ‘1oe] JO
I1eW 9q p[nosm asuodsar ino jey; saredonue suQ
“IISIUTA] QW INO Y sanssi uonerafijord-uou
pue ITYsey noqe J[el A[urelss [[Is uouy) IN
*$1S19)UT OTUWIOUODD
SN 2yl searas os[e ‘erpu] Sunmyeuaq S(Ym ‘eipur
ayi[ Anunos aSie[ e Yum uonerdadood JMWIOU0DI
popuedxs jo sosndwr Sunersuss) -uesiyeq pue
BIPUJ U29M]2q 9SIDIXS UOIUaAId 101[JUO0D © ST [9A9]
reonifod 1saySiy o3 e yun siyy Suisijeuonerado
'suoidax jualayyip ur siomod [epnusjod 10
s1omod juerrodun yiim syuI| Supysi[qe1sa Jo 911X
a3 Jo 1xed st ‘axoya1ay) ‘erpuy Suideduyg  osuie Aewl
ey sIIPFuod Jo AiIaass [enusjod oy} uasss] pue
AIqeISul 0} pea| 1ey} SIOJOBJ 1ORIDIUNOD ‘SIEdIY)
ysturwip d[oy 03 $32INOSI 3N OS[B 9M ‘OWI} SWes
aY} 1y "95USPRUOd SPIING pue ANfIqesul pue adUS|
-01A sa8eInoosip ‘ooead so8eINOOUI jBY) JUSWUOL
-IAUS UR 9)B3ID JBY} ISOY) IB SUOIE SAIIIIYJ3-1S00
JSOUI pUe 3S3SIM INQ "PlIom oY) Jo uolFa1 A12Ad 4]
-Jenidia ul siseq A[Iep e UO UOIIS0) pue uorssoIdde
$I19)ap pue Afiqels [euordar sajowold jusurafeduo
KrejIias s eoLIsury;, ‘uoistoald yim jurod jsef styl pa
-Je[nonIe uUayo)) 'S WEI[[IA\ 0UdJ3(J JO AIe}aInag
*I9U10 3} 10 Aem
auo AjjIqels jeuoifar qImisIp Aeul YoIGMm UOTIBIUOL]
-UOd pue SPIFUOD JO SPUI} IFJUNOD 0} Pasn aq [[IM
25107 Axejrur AT1essa02u 21ayAN "UoISa1 uaAId Aue uy
ajox susruowragoy e 31 2AIS pnom yomym sanoedes
pue 2ousnpjur saxmboe romod feuordar o[3uls
Suneprjosuos pue Suidofaasp yInoiyy Aqers [e

SOA [[IA TST[RAT AJU() = -

-uo0iSa1 SuLraourdus $2a1302(qo S1yl 109w 03 parsnipe
pue pouolysey 2q pinom Aorod uSrazoy §n AU
JO SUOISUAWIP [EINI[NO PUE [EIIUYD3) Oruouodq Al
-leurajeur pue Ajjesniuouod? ‘A[fesnijod ‘Ajrunuwiod
[euoneuraul oy ul romod juerrodmy jsow Y3 se
uonisod i1 urelsns o} SWIe G Y3 Jey) sem SJUdW
-Ndop JO UONIL[[0D SIY} Ul dFessowl [eIIUID YT,
6661 1390300
ur vpualy Onod uSziod § 2PN Y1 Ispun ‘Ad
-rjod uSta10§ pue 20U3JApP Yim Sur[esp SIOIPO uel
-[IAID pue AUlIB IOTUAS ‘SIdqUIdUI Joulqe)) AQ UM
SaA1Ie JO SaLIas e paystqnd jpwnof J1o4d3)g )
pue ajelg jo jusunreds@ sn 9yl epudsde Lorjod
u§ia10} S [eroua8 ay) Jo YIomowel] 2yl Ul suon
-e[a1 §N-opu Sueld sprymipiIon ST 31 ‘SN Y3 pue
eIpu] usamiaq diysuonelar aanisod pue d(qes e 01
2INQIIIUOD PINOd JISIA SIYL Moy 03 Suruos s10Jog
*1913280) Sutuosear jo yoseoidde oy 01
uondIpeNUod € are sanrod sapund [eraje[iun jeyl
2q pinoys 25essaw Y], 'SUORNISUI [BIOUBUY [B1D
-jemnw gySnoryy pue A

uUMOYs 9AeY oM JeY) dInssaid poolq Y3y a1, "suon
~B[a1 §)-0pu] U0 J0jorj JurLiaaod e siyy Suryew w
1utod ou s1 219y ], “ueiST{eq YIIM [23p 0] SJUBM J[9531
SN aY1 Moy .pue ueisp{ed 18313 01 §n) aY) SAYSImM
BIPU] MOY UO S30USJAJJIP 9[qelladur oje 2I9YL
*eIpuy uf Jusw
-1S9AUI S 30 s199dse awlos O} P3jefdl saneuonIp
-uod pue s3Fo[ouydd] JO SN [enp JO IdJsuen) ‘s308]
-U0D SYNUIIOS UO SUOMINIISIT aNT] sanss] jueprodun
Sunsa0s ‘suonoues Sr) Jo suoisuLaWIp [eidje[lq
pue [erdje[nu yjoq uraaof pinoys yoeordde
STy ], ‘wsjqoid S1y) [0S A[o1eW[N P[noMm wsi[esl
JIWOUOI PUE [BINI[OJ "SUOTIOUES 353Y) JO [BAOWI
a3 10] yonw 00} peaid erpuj p[noys Io0N ‘suoroues
asay) Jo ainssaxd syl 03 quNoons 0} A[9YI J0U SI
'IpU] "eIpu] uo pasoduu sey 31 1By} sUondues 3yl Jo
suorjestduwr 2y3 ssasse Ajjnjares 03 S oY1 10§ ST 11
"SanssI 959y} UO oUBISQNS
ul eIpuj pue Sr} 9Y1 USIMISq S§ISAIAUI JO 1IIJUO
Aue 99s 10U S0P U0 Isnedaq ‘saniiqissod puokaq
jou SI SIY] "seIeqep

-[e1a3®[lq YlOq ‘suopoues
JO uOUENUNIUOD 2} pue
sardojouyoal asn [enp
Jo I9ysueny ayl ‘OLM
Yyl 01 paje[al SINssI
moqe  SUIAOUOD  INO
K9Au02 ATwiIry pue A[1esp
0} pasiin oq pnoys
SIoJSIUI  I9Yl0  pue
ISISIUTN] QWIIJ INO YIIm
SUOISSNOSIP  §,J3UIqR)
sily  pue s uoury
IW Jo Aiunyzoddo oyf,
“IoMoJ
1adng e soajoaur uon
-enjis 9yl uaym AfIe[non
-Ied ‘IopewI oU3 UI 9OUBA
-3[o1 OU SARY SI1IIUNOD
1930 woiy suoneydoo
[eUIAIX $1SIA1UI SIT JO JIOMDWIRIJ () UIYIIM SISIO
-19x3 onjewroydip [9A9] Y3y yons Uo SapIodp A1JUnod
yors ey} JlEWOIXe SI 1] JUSWysIqeIss J1darenls
pue forod uSraio] §N oYl pue ‘ueispyed SIA-B-SIA
SISOIOMUT §[) JO JUQLUSSISSE PIISPISUOI Ul P3I00I
st peqewes] 01 0F 0} UOISIP SUOIUID) JUIPISIL]
‘uowurdo orqnd uelpuy "o JISIA peqRWR[S] 3yl
Jo 1oudwir oy} ssosse 03 §r) 9y} Jog st 1] ‘xo[dwoo i
-IOLIQJUI A1BSSO09UUN Uk JO SYorWS pue [esnderduwl
JUeAI[LII ST ‘peqEWES] 0) SuI08 UOIUID) I INoqe

uonerapijoid-uou 9y}
Jo ureansurew oy} urofax
0] pue suIadU0d S13ajeIls
pue L3Lndas [euo1dar SN

yorym sarmsod  Korjod
Sundope aroidxa pnoys
BIDU]  ‘sonj[eal  9say)
J0 Sutuurdiapun [euoner
ay) pue senoeded aIs
-sfw pue uonesmodesm
Iegpnu  s®eIpul  Jo
SONI[EaI [ENUAISIXS 9Y) O}
Sunsnipe Jjo siem jnoqe
Jury gsnw S} YL
*2A13ONpOoId-123UN0d
awWoo9q ‘IaAIMOY
‘pinom  anSojerp s
JO uonenuUnUod Junup
Vv ‘SwiSernosus st juswaSeSus 2ANONIISUOD UT §9
-SIOJOXa UTR]ISNS 0) SUONEBIUSLIO I "PIA[OSAI U39q
10U 9ABY SANSST [01JUOD SULIE pUe uoneiafioid-uou
moge 41D SY} U0 SIOUIIFIP S1-OPU] “NOqIEL
9qoI1§ pue YSUIS Juemse[ UoMIaq SY[B) JO SpUnol
uaAd[2 931dsa(] "Aeme PIYSIm 9q JOU p[noys pue jou
-ueo sonssi jueyrodwll U0 S} 9YI pUE BIPUT U3IMId]
SOOURISIP PUB SIOUSIJJIP Y] Jey) pauIIopun
3q SN 31 ‘USIA STY Jo oueoiudis Jo sI03oe [en)
-X21U00 3} pouonuam SUrAl "ISYI0 9y} UO JuUdUn

son1 g -opyj jo sanpgissod mou oy uo LIXI(] ‘N [

ay3 o3 puodsar prnom.

-uooqns UeIpU] JY3 pue ‘puey dUO Y} UO BISY ISey
{Inog pue 1seq Ieg oyl Ul SISAIUI § Jo sadue
-[equil 3Y) SS3IPAX PINOO SIYI ‘SM) Y3 U erpu] ur
15319)Ul PuE INOQE 23pa|MOuY PINIWI] Y} UALD
-e1puy uo S 2y1 jo sdoad sy Jo uonuaye
oty Sursnooj Jo asodind syl 9AISS [[1M IISIA STy Funio
-A00 elpaw S 9y, “uormdo orqnd §N a3 ‘Apjue;
-1odun ‘eipuj jnoqe uopeurojur Sunosfoxd ur isk]
-Bjed B 3q [[IM JISIA STH uoneIadood Snuouoss g
-opuy 103 senuejuawajdwos [enynw pue syoadsoxd
aanisod are aroyy jeyy suondeorad §n [eudis
91814 s1q Jo porad a3 Sunmp eipuy SumISIA USWSSOU
-ISNq UEOLISWIY PUR SII)IBW SIWOU093 Ylim Surjeop
“ouiqe)) s1y jo sroquew Suidunq SIH ‘eipul u
jusuIlsaAUr USIaI03 Jo 9oinos s[furs 3s081e] oyy pue
1aused Surpen 3safrer oy Suteq g aY1 Jo punord
-¥oeq 2y} ur sawod 9Y ‘sewwerdord swiIoja1 pue
uonesieIaql SIWOU0d? I U0 Surjrequid sEIpu]
19138 JUSPISAId SN 9Yl JO ISIA ISI oY) ST ST,
*$59901d MO[S AIoA
pue [enpeid e oq pinom sy ySnoyy ‘romod responu
S.BIPU] JO SONI[EaI 3Y) YIM [Edap 0} UoHeurpul
[PiuswaIdul seousury sordunr ospe Surwoo sty
" JPUSAIA Snpoul,, & puIy 0} eIpu] s anSoferp e
Surure)sns Ul paIsSaIAIUL SUTBWIAL §[) 24 Jey) saaoxd
‘arnjng a[qesasaroy oyl ul (LE1)) L1821l uegIsqL
aatsuayardwo) oy Sumudis erpuy Jo pooyIayiun
A3 )1 ‘paAJOSaIUN SuTurRWal SINSS] [OLUOI SULIE
pue uonerspjord-uou uo sesusrayIp sydsop erpuy
Sunisia s1 uolulD I 1LYL "UBISTEJ pUE BIpPU] JO
uonesuodeom J[ISSIW pue Ies[onu sy Ioyye 2oe[d
So)B) OS[E JISIA 9YT, "SISAIAUL §,BIPU] 03 dalsuodsal
suonenba mau aImonns o pIom sy w romod
JO saxuas mau 03 1no Suryoear erpuy jo AJIpifea oY)
70 Juswoagpamouoe ue s Furwos s,uouN) IN
‘Sunjunyy o13a3ens ueipu] pue
forjod u3rero; uerpul Supusn[yur Jojoej Iofew e
s uotu() 191A0S aY) Jo aouereaddesip ay) pue repm
PIOD 9Y1 JO pu2 aY) Iage JUIPIsaIg SN © £q SIA
1SHJ 9y} Os[e ST SIYJ, 'SISIIAIUI OIUWOU0II JO JIOoM
-duwIely s} UIQIM pue s3ury) Jo SWAYOS UBILIAUIY
oy} ur oouesTIufis Jo I0J0B] B SE JUIIXJ OWOS
01 Swidrows si erpuy jey) serdun sieaf gz Jo ded
€ I9)Je ATJUNOD SIY] JISIA 0} PIPIOAD sel] Juapisald
SN e eyyr s1edk uojur) oy3 Suunp pajoad
sey 31 se epuae Aorjod udra1oy g 9yl JO IXIUOD

I9peoIq 24} Ul pue SuyuIns s) JO SULIa) U JISIA 9Y] JO

1oedur A[o¥1 oY1 ssasse 03 jusunad arow aq pjnom
1] ueISH{Eg O} JISIA SIY JO JXOJUOD dRIPAWI Y]
U0 pasndoj aaey 3palqns oY) uo saskfeue
pue sjuowWwod 9y} JO ISOJ ‘Aeme Yoam
¥ ST eIpu] 0} JISIA\[EIIfO sUOWID g
jusprsald Jo INHWHONIWNOD dHH

e
\\\
o

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

15 MAR 2(



Us

's proposal on

Pak talks rejected

&%

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 14. — The
USA today expressed desire to
see the “energisation” of the
Indo-Pak dialogue, but was re-
buffed by India, which ruled out
possibility of mediation of any
kind, including “facilitation”.

Briefing the Press today, the
US Ambassador in India,
Mr Richard F Celeste, said the
USA had strongly supported
the Lahore process and that the
Lahore Declaration had provid-
ed a solid basis for dealing with
outstanding issues, including
Kashmir.

Stressing on the need to ener-
gise the process, the ambas-
sador said the USA would like
to see-the Kashmir issue add-
ressed by dialogue between the

- leadership of the two countries,

“taking into account the inter-
ests of the Kashmiri people.
This should be taken up at the
highest level, he said, adding
that the USA was hopeful of a
solution at the time of the
Lahore Declaration.

An external affairs spokesman,
however, said the Indian posi-

tion was very clear. “We have -

said there is no role for a third
party of any kind, which
includes mediation, facilitation
or anything else.”

While India has repeatedly

ruled out mediation, this is the
first time it has made clear its
stand on US efforts to “encour-

b Dveh - LA :

age” thd dialogue process. This
is also 4 rebuff to Gen Pervez
Mushatraf, who has been
emphasising on a US role in
resuming the dialogue, saying
that despite President Clinton’s
refusal to play mediator, he

One-to-one
meeting likely

NEW DELHI, March 14. —
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and
Mr Bill Clinton are expected
to have a one-to-one meeting
at Hyderabad House on the
first day of the US Presi-
dent’s two-day stay in Delhi.

Mr Clinton, it is learnt, will
'be accompanied by daughter
Chelsea and mother-in-law
Mrs Dorothy Rodham.

The officials will include
Secretary of State Ms Made-
leine Albright, Deputy Secre-
tary of State Mr Strobe Tal-
bott and National Security
Adviser Mr Sandy Berger.
The President will also be
accompanied by members of
Congress, businessmen and
Indian Americans. — SNS

could facilitate dialogue bet-
ween India and Pakistan.

In his briefing, the US ambas-
sador was at pains to empha-
sise that no single issue would
determine the success or failure

of the visit, and said the US

Pres1dent was keen to listen to
both India and Pakistan on
sensitive issues and engage
with them on that basis.

Mr Celeste said Mr Clinton’s,
visit to Pakistan was not to rati-
fy the coup but to encouragé an

. early return to democracy, and

because the USA had important
interests there. He denied the
visit was-a quid pro quo with
Pakistan agreeing to announce
its return to democracy.

The ambassador confirmed
that the All-Party Hurriyat
Conference had requested a
meeting with Mr Clinton, but
said it was not on.

He refused to comment whe-
ther there was a possibility of
hftmg economic sanctions dur-
ing the visit, saying the sanc-
tions had already been modified
appropsiately along with the
progress in the dialogue on nen-
proliferation.

While the USA felt it was in
India’s interests to. sign the
CTBT, it was not a bilateral
issue and all of India’s friends,
including Japan and the EU,
were also interested in ho
India would conclude the
cussions. The issue was ane
among many for the USA,
which respects that India would
deal with it in the political
process, the ambassador said. It
was-a decision for India to make
when it wanted to, he added.

8 More reports on p/aée 6
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Proliferation is US” prime
security concern: Albright

“Tangible measures to\ ,blndia, US likely to
respect LoC needed’ ssign MoU on infotech

N C Menon
Washington, March 15

d
Of&-? "37 Y( (Shishir Gupta

New Delhi, March 15

SECRETARY OF State Madeleine Albright acknow}-
edged here yesterday that the US did not regard
India's missiles or nuclear weapons as a direct threat
to America. "But we do regard proliferation, any-
where, as our number one security concern,” she
added.

Secretary Albright was addressing the Asia Society
in a programme set up prior to the Presidential visit to
South Asia.

Mrs Albright spoke of another practical reality:
“Tangible steps must be taken to respect the Line of
Control. For so long as this simple principle is violat-
ed, the people of Kashmir have no real hope of
peace."

Albright also made it clear that it had to be accept-
ed that significant progress in the nuclear and missile
area was necessary before India and the United States
could fully realise the vast potential or bilateral rela-
tions.

Leaving no doubts about
her meaning,  the
Secretary explained: "Our
ability to attain this goal
will depend largely on
what India does. The lim-
its on our ability to co-
operate with India are a
matter of US law as well as
our international obliga-
tions. And our approach to non-proliferation is glob-
al. We cannot abandon it simply because we desire an
improved relationship.

The Secretary also did some plain-speaking with
regard to Pakistan. Referring to the President's deci-
sion to visit Islamabad, Mrs Madeleine Albright said:
"In no way is this a decision to endorse the military
coup or government led by General Musharraf. And
no one should interpret it as such. We are going to
Pakistan because the United States has interests there
which are important, and urgent.”

Apart from the caveats on non-proliferation,
Secretary Albright had high praise for India. "I can
think of few greater gifts to the future than a strong
and co-operative strategic relationship between India
and the United States," she said.

She was glad that the mindset of mutual distrust was
beginning to change. "In fact, I believe that both the
US and India are coming to realise that there was
always something unnatural and regrettable about the
estrangement of our two democracies."

INDIA AND United States are expected to sigrr a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) on informa-
tion technology that allows both the countries to coop-
erate in the fields of information security, e-commerce
and e-governance.

Highly placed sources said that Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) was in the process of finalising the
MoU with its American counterpart. Both the coun-
tries are expected to initial the MoU during President
Bill Clinton's visit next weck.

Besides, both the countries are also expected to sign
a "totalisation agreement" to avoid double taxation
and thus help the Indian software professional. This
agreement will ensure that the Indian professionals,
who are working in the US for short periods, are not
taxed both in the US and in India.

The Indian side is also keen on an increased number
of US HB-1 visas that allow software professionals to
visit and work in the US for
periods up to three years.
It is understood that the
US may agree to this pro-
posal as it has the approval
of its Senate.

However, it is the MoU
on IT that should usher in
a new era of bilateral coop-
eration. India, for instance,
is keen to share the Ameri-
can experience of defending its infrastructure and
protecting its e-commerce while maintaining an open
society. It also wishes to profit from the US initiatives
in the field of electronic governance, given the scope
for its application in a country as vast as India.

India is already facing cyber-attacks from Kashmiri
militant groups, who have managed to hack official
government web pages and posted ' anti-government
propaganda and pictures. Officials say: "Given the
availability of sophisticated technology and the seem-
ingly limitless investment required, potential attackers
can include national intelligence and military organi-
sations, terrorists, criminals, industrial competitors,
hackers and disgruntled insiders."

By signing an MoU with the US, India is seeking to
share technology that can ensure secured information
highways and defend the county's infrastructure
against anti-national elements and hackers. The US
President recently chaired a meeting in Washingt
discuss methods and tools to make commuysnf
secure from hackers and cyber-warriors.
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Chicago meeting with US President

.

infervention

AUNOHITA MOJUMDAR ) CG(J, Mipwaiz Umar Faroo\.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ,1\

NEW DELHI, March 15. — A
delegation of the All Party
Hurriyat Conference met Mr
Bill Clinton in Chicago on
Monday, days ahead of his visit
to South Asia, to explain the
organisation’s viewpoint on the
Kashmir issue.

The emphasis within India
was, however, that Mr Clinton
would not grant an audience to
the organisation during his
visit here.

Seeking the US President’s
intervention, the Hurriyat
has said it would not be
averse to any settlement for-
mula that would be accept-
able to the people of Kashmir
as a whole.

The decision to grant the sep-
aratist organisation an audi-
ence on the eve of his visit to
India is of significance in view
of Mr Clinton’s special interest
in Kashmir which has been
iterated several times.

The US President recently
described Kashmir as a flash-
point.

Of equal significance is the
fact that the Hurriyat, eschew-
ing any pre-conditions, has
expressed its willingness to
accept “any settlement formu-
la” that will be acceptable to
the people of “undivided”
Jammu and Kashmir and also
stated that it did not wish to
foist the preference of any one
region on another.

The APHC delegation, led by
Dr Ghulam Nabi Fai, executive
director of the Kashmir
Anerican Council, the repre-
sentative organisation of the
Hurriyat in the USA, handed
over the President a letter from
the acting APHC chairman, Mr

n its memorandum\the 4
riyat has called on Mr Clinton
to exert moral authority
on India and Pakistan to
include the APHC in all negoti-
ations or talks over Kashmir’s
future. ' o

The Hurriyat has said it is
open to any settlement that
can command the consent of
the people of the whole of
Jammu and Kashmir as it
existed on 15 August 1947.

Stating that it does not have
the desire to foist the prefer-
ence of any one region over
another, the Hurriyat says it is
ready to cooperate with all con-
cerned parties to work out a
negotiated settlement based on
justice.

The Hurriyat has also said
while it does not envision “a
final outcome which will be
complete defeat or victory for
either India or Pakistan”, it
does not “foreclose any settle-
ment” that will be deemed to be
desired by the people of
Kashmir.

The Hurriyat has urged the
US President to appoint an
otficial envoy to South Asia to
recommend a Kashmir solution
to the interested parties. .

The organisation has argued
that the human rights viola-
tions in Kashmir dwarf the vio-
lations in Kosovo that provoked
intervention by the USA.

It has also criticised the divi-
sion of the state saying the
misery and suffering of the
people is due to the LoC which
has turned into a line of terro
and inequity and deserves
wiped out.

8 Photographon page 3
A More rep0rts on page 6
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ILL Clinton is scheduled to visit
India from 21 March. This first
US presidential visit since
Jimmy Carter’s in the late *70s
is therefore an historic, even euphoric
one. But what’s the purpose? Is there a
hidden agenda? What can it achieve?
The apparent purpose of all such visits
is to promote better relations between
two countries. There will be, as has
always been, a toast to the two largest
democracies. Like a prayer to a deity, lip
service to democracy will be duly paid.
How-ever, there are, and will be, other
purposes well concealed in very broad
language and innocent looking commu-
niques. In other words, there are hidden
agendas,
The USA calls itself a democracy
because governments are chosen by the
electorate, even if less than half the vot-
ing population does the needful so that
governments are elected by a minority.

procedures are being followed in the
USA in the form of primaries. Senator
John McCain, who just lost, has argued
that the election processes are flawed
because of the money influence and lob-
byists. It is no more a government of and
for the people. It is, instead, of and for
the special moneyed interests.

The rules need to be changed funda-
mentally. He has focused on “campaign
finance reform”. Al Gore has picked up
McCain’s reform agenda. Ralph Nader,
campaigning through a much smaller
Green Party, calls the system legalised
bribery, echoing Governor Brown in his
1990 campaign. Namely, the US system
is “thoroughly corrupt”. All these leaders
are asserting that the US government
represents specifically moneyed or
multinational interests.

Donald Bartlett and James Steele docu-
ment in a major cover story how the US
government provides advantages to cor-
porations in exchange for campaign
money, even though such policies hurt
other Americans. (Big Money and Pol-
itics: Who Gets Hurt. Time. 7 February
2000.) It can therefore be assumed that
part reason for the Clinton visit is to
promote these corporate interests.

What are these interests? Corporations
are interested in obtaining the largest
possible profits. Profits follow from sales
minus costs. Corporate interests are
manifest in terms of sales and costs;
increasing the scope for sales and oppor-
tunities to reduce costs. Sales are best
assured either by cornering the market
or by an increase in the market size.
Costs are reduced if the resources,
labour, environment, are cheap. The
hidden agenda for Clinton’s visit, there-
fore, is to make India safe for American
products as well as provide Indian
resources cheaply to American produc-
ers.

This agenda is much easier to achieve if
the Indian government follows a policy
of subservience to American interests.
“Legitimacy” and “subservience” are
disguised through a sephistieated pro-
motion of market ideology, trade rela-
tions, IMF and World Bank conditionali-
ties. Therefore, the agenda for the
Clinton visit is to seek the Indian gov-
ernment’s acceptance of the paramount-
ly of market ideology, world trade and
economic orthodoxy which in turn legit-
imises the World Trade Organisation,
World Bank and International Monet-
ary Fund policies.

The agenda translates further to (a)
keeping India weak by buttressing
Pakistan, and (b) strengthening Resi-
dent Non-Indians or Macaulayites who
already subscribe to the idea that Indian
interests are subservient to those of the
USA. As I have argued in a number of
articles, this has been the characteristics
of the RNI /Macaulayites.

Democracy, then, is the word used to\ {7€ —
define procedure. Currently, democratic A=

Hidden agendas

The timings of US presidential visits suggest that
country has intentions of undermining nationalist
sentiments and weakening India. On the other hand,
says ROMESH DIWAN, Bill Clinton’s visit could serve a
very useful purpose ~ of strengthening relations

&

To understand the Macaulyites, let’s go

back to 1835 when a Mr Macaulay, a
member of the Council of India, wrote a
Minute (reproduced in Ansar Hussain
Khan'’s The Rediscovery of India, 1995)
to transform India’s educational base.
There were two objectives: (a) to create a
class of subservient Indians to “be inter-
preters between us and the millions
whom we govern” (subservience
required that these Indians fully accept
British — now Western — interests as
legitimate and supreme) and (b) that
these subservient Indians form “a class
of persons, Indians in blood and colour,
but English (now Western) in taste, in
opinion, in morals and in intellect”. They
are thus alienated from their own, spe-
cially Hindu, culture. The combination
of “servitude” and “alienation” ensure
legitimising Western interests by dele-
gitimising nationalist interests. These
two hidden agendas give the USA far
greater bargaining power to pursue its
interests.

India also has its;inferpsts which are,:

very different and hitherto unarticulat-
ed. The most importentbeing security.
The Vajpayee government last year
expressed this through strong actions
both on the nuclear explosion and Kargil
affair. india’s other major interest is
international recognition of its perspec-
tives. Time and again, India and Indians
have found that even the most legiti-
mate interests and perspectives havent
been appreciated, much less accepted by
other governments, agencies and opin-
ion makers.

Francois Gautier has pointed out, per-
ceptively, that India has always been
presented by both international media
and Western governments as being
folksy, macabre and irrelevant. US poli-
cies towards India are still based on

ERICA
4 DUCERS

such distorted perception. India’s major
interest therefore is to change this dis-
torted image. Clinton’s visit offers a use-
ful opportunity. Correcting this distort-
ed image coincides with Indo-US rela-
tions and concerns about (a) Non-
Resident Indians settled in the USA and
(b) India’s ancient wisdom being articu-
lated forcefully by white American
Hindus.

Around 1.4 million NRI/Indian-Amer-
icans have emerged as the most dynam-
ic ethnic community in the USA.
According to the 1990 census, they have
the highest average household income of
about $61,000; much higher than the
average White American, even higher
than any Asian-Pacific ethnic group.
They present a major success story; a
story which has not yet been written,
even by the Indian media. Most of them
came to the USA with degrees from
Indian universities and eight dollars in
their pockets. Within a few decades they
have established themselves in all pro-

fegsions. Three of them won a Nobel

Prize. Recently a new NRI breed of soft-

~wWare experts has emerged.

KL Chugh and BK Modi estimate that
NRIs in America are generating wealth
to the tune of $250 billion a year. In
spite of this success, the community
feels ignored by both the US govern-
ment and media. They suffer from nega-
tive images about India and Indians
continuously paraded in official policies,
school history text books and newspaper
articles. These NRIs feel discriminated
against. The recent abuse of 40-plus
highly skilled and legitimately employed
Indian software eagineers by the US
immigration office provides ample evi-
dence of this discrimination.

A community of such a large number of
professional and distinguished people
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should nornially be well represented at
the highest offices in the government,
corporations and educational institu-
tions. One would expect at least 10,000
Indian-Americans in high positions and
yet one can literally count them on the
fingers. The Indian government and
spokespersons need to articulate these
interests forcefully by including a state-
ment in the communique that the US
leadership should make every possible
attempt to right the wrongs.

Not only have the NRI/Indian-Amer-
icans contributed to US economic
growth, many of them have also raised
questions about the falsification of
India’s ancient culture and wisdom. Just
as an astronomer can’t search for stars
without a good telescope, to search for
truth about India’s history and Hindu-
ism, there is a similar necessary condi-
tion — a deep understanding and profi-
ciency in Sanskrit.

All Hindu and ancient Indian literature
is in Sanskrit, the language of the
Vedas, of mantras and of spirituality.
Orientalists of the past didn’t nor do
hundreds of scholars of teday who popu-
late Asian studies departments have the
means or incentive to search for the
truth. Not only are they incapable of
understanding this literature they com-
ment on, they don’t have the incentive to
gain the desired qualifications. Indian
history and Hinduism have been so fal-
sified that the writers’ contributions are
judged not on the basis of research but
instead by an animated imagination.
The more imaginative one is in elaborat-
ing false myths, the greater the reward
in terms of professorial appointments,
research grants, lecture tours and book
deals.

For example, it is now abundantly clear
that the theory of the Aryan invasion,
which has caused so much harm to
India over the past 100 years, was pure,
and sheer falsehood. About two million
self-converted white American Hindus
are now providing the truth about
Hinduism and India’s ancient wisdom.
It is in India’s interest to support and
promote these attempts. In fact, as MM
Joshi rightly pointed out in his recent
Nehru Memorial Lecture, these ideas
are necessary. Clinton’s visit offers a
useful opportunity of bringing this issue
into the open.

The key to better Indo-US relations lies
in the respect and esteem accorded to
the NRVIndian-Americans. After all, the
relationship between Europe and the
USA is very good basically because
European-Americans are respected in
the USA.

The timings of US presidential visits
suggest that country has two hidden
agendas as defined above: to undermine
nationalist sentiments and weaken
India. The reasons aren’t difficult to
guess. US multinational interests are
always threatened by nationalist gov-
ernments and it needs reminding that
no US President found it worthwhile to
visit India during the period when
Macaulayites ran the government. After
all, if junior US government functionar-
ies can achieve the objective -of keeping
India safe for American multinationals,
where is the need for a President to
waste his time and energy.

Hence, Jimmy Carter visited India
when Morarji Desai, a strong national-
ist, was Prime Minister. It is not purely
accidental that Clinton comes calling
when a Hindu nationalist party is lead-
ing the government.

Though hidden, the US agenda is well
focused. But it can also serve a very use-
ful purpose: to strengthen Indo-US rela-
tions.

(The author is Professor of Economics,
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, pr,/
New York.)
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" ‘No pre-conditions for
WY Clinton visit’ |

NEW DELHI, MARCH 16. The United States has conveyed nd, pre-con
tions for the visit of the President, Mr. Bill Clinton, to\India, the
Minister of State for External Affairs, Mr. Ajit Kumar Pan|
Rajya Sabha today. The U.S. trade sanctions against India
ter-productive and should be lifted in totality, Mr. Panja Said in a
written reply to another question.

The U.S. was well informed that India’s decisions on security mat- |
ters will be guided only by its national strategic needs, he said. He said
India and China were discussing the boundary question and had
reiterated their objective of seeking of fair, reasonable and mutually
acceptable settlement through dialogue. The two countries, have

agreed on measures to expand and diversify bilateral trade, he said.
. Mr. Panja also said that the Government is pursuing with the U.N.
the question of early settlement of reimbursement for peacekeeping
forces. The U.N. authorities have so far certified that $26.06 million
are to be paid to India and additional claims are being processed.

The Minister said France has supported India’s candidature ftg‘;

permanent seat in the U.N. Security Council. The two countries wi
considering increased cooperation in the field of information tech-
nology, agriculture and food processing.

The Government was considering preparing a white paper on Pa-
kistan’s involvement in subversive activities in India, he said.

The Government was aware that training camps for extremist
groups operating in Jammu and Kashmir have been established in
Pakistan, Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK) and Afghanistan, he told ’
the Rajya Sabha in a written reply. — PTI
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/ U.S. pollcy on Kaslgo .|r u

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 16. The Unit-
ed States’ policy on Kashmir re-
mains the same but the nature of
the conflict has transformed both
in terms of the violence and in the
presence of nuclear weapons,
says the Assistant Secretary of
State for South Asia, Mr. Karl In-
derfurth.

“It is in this context that the
U.S. and the Secretary of State
have argued that nations must
not attempt to change borders or
zones of occupation through
armed force and that tangible
steps must be taken between In-
dia and Pakistan to restart a dia-
logue so as to build confidence
and prevent escalation,” Mr. In-
derfurth told The Hindu during
the course of a conversation.

The U.S., Mr. Inderfurth main-

tained, wanted tq see the reduc~
tion of terrorism or terror against
all of Pakistan’s neighbours “no-
tably against India”".

Terrorism would be one of the
issues on the U.S. President, Mr.
Bill Clinton’s agenda in South
Asia and the expectation was that
he and his delegation would ad-
dress this quite forcefully in Pa-
kistan.

Calling Mr. Clinton’s agenda in
India a ‘“broad-based one” where
a number of issues would be ad-
dressed, Mr. Inderfurth remarked
that the President was ‘‘very ener-
gised” about his coming visit.

Apart from the scheduled
media briefings, Mr. Clinton
would meet a group of experts on
South Asia this evening; and on
Friday he would meet his own ad-
ministration officials dealing with
the region. Apart from nuclear

nchanged’V

z:I\I;K(i‘)seanty 1ssues,\~ ic would
include India-Pakistan an{ Kash-
mir, the agenda would céver is-
sues ranging from democracy and
governance, business and com-
merce, science and technology to
energy and environment.

The discussions would also fo-
cus on educational and cultural

exchanges. “Why would any item
be off the agenda among
friends?” remarked Mr. Inder-
furth.

He stressed that Mr. Clinton
was not travelling to South Asia
“to tell” India to start the political
dialogue with Pakistan. “That is
not for him (the President) to do
so,” the senior ofﬁm remarked
adding that the ent, among
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VIndo-US realities\

THE FIRST US presidential visit in 22 years is raistng Nigh
expectations in India. It is, however, clear that the visit will\be
richer in photo opportunities, speeches and sightseeing tolys
than in concrete agreements or results. Yet, Bill Clinton’s visit

is likely to set in motion a process for closer engagemen
between the world’s largest and most powerful
democracies.The blunt-speaking Madeleine Albright has
injected a note of harsh realism by pointing to the continuing
Indo-US differences on fundamental issues, even as she has
stated that there can be “few greater gifts to the future than a
strong and cooperative strategic relationship between India and
the United States”. The Secretary of State’s speech, reflecting
the lingering cold-war pairing of India and Pakistan, contains
elements that will both please and displease the two neigh-
bours. While being satisfied with her emphasis on the more
positive aspects of the Indo-US equation, Indian policy-makers
will do well to take note of her more plain-speaking observa-
tions. Albright has bemoaned the failure of the Jaswant Singh-
Strobe Talbott talks so far to “create sufficient common
ground” on issues dividing India and the US. More important-
ly, she has cautioned that “significant progress” by New Delhi
on nuclear and missile restraints “is necessary before India and
the US can realise fully the vast potential of our relationship”.
What should particularly alarm India is that she has put the
onus on it, saying, “How India addresses all these issues will, of
course, influence the decisions we make”. As if to ensure her
message is not lost, she re-emphasised that a qualitatively bet-
ter bilateral relationship “will depend largely on what India
does”. This kind of hectoring by the most powerful state armed
with an overkill nuclear and missile capacity shows that the
Indo-US relationship is between unequals. Instead of paying
heed to Albright’s blunt message to India, the Ministry of
External Affairs has taken comfort in her sharply expressed
concerns about Pakistan’s recourse to terrorism, conflict and
military rule. Albright made two important statements on
Pakistan: “Tangible steps must be taken to respect the Line of
Control”; and “we want to see steps to address the effects of
terror on Pakistan’s neighbours, notably India.” The first seeks
to uphold the July 4, 1999, US-Pakistan agreement on the LoC,
while the second signals a better US appreciation of India’s
concerns over the Pakistan-Taliban terrorism nexus.
Nonetheless, Mr Clinton is expected to press Mr Vajpayee to
resume dialogue with Islamabad, with Albright stating that

India and Pakistan “must” find a way to move forward, Time
will reveal whether Mr Vajpayee falls in line on that, }
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Jaswant against looking at ties

with U.S. through Pak prism

Albright’s statement on
LoC cheers Indian gout.

By Seema Guha AR

NEW DELHI: The Vajpayee government is clearly
upbeat about U.S. President Bill Clinton’s visit.
Secretary of state Madeleine Albright’s speech at the
Asia Society, where she laid down the broad contours
of US. policy towards India, has given ground for
optimism.

Her remarks on the Line of Control (L%&&e
been interpreted here as a change in the US.stand on
the Kashmir issue. Ms Albright had said that tangible
steps must be taken to respect the LoC. “So long as
this principle is violated, the people of Kashmir have
no real hope for peace,” she was quoted as saying.

Ms Albright’s view tallies with what many in the
government and outside it say is the only pragmatic

solution to the Kashmir issue. New Delhi has repeat-

edly said that international accept-
ance of this heory— converting
the LoC into a permanent interna-
tional boundary betwcen India
and Pakistan—is the only way the
issue can be solved.

Keeping this in mind, external
affairs minister Jaswant Singh said,
“We see a much greater realism on
Kashmir on the part of the US.”
He is aware that in diplomacy,
things move slowly, but the turn
now is certainly positive. However,
Mr Singh maintained that
Kashmir was neither a territorial
dispute nor a core issue in Indo-
Pak ties, but the core of India’s
nationhood. India has expressed
the hope that Mr Clinton’s trip will §
“set the direction of Indo-US. &
relations™. In his inimitable style,
Mr Singh said, “The government
views this as a directional rather »
than a destinational visit.” In plain M. Albright
language, it means that it will set the course for ties
after the sterility of the last 50 years,

Remarking that there was a marked difference in
India’s approach to the U.S,, the foreign minister said,
“Earlier, we were looking at what the U.S. could give
us. Today, the emphasis is on what we can do togeth-
er, how we can complement each other’s strengths
despite differences on certain issues.” )

Stating that India and the U.S. deal with each other
on an equal footing, the minister spoke of the partner-
ship between the two nations in the new knowledge-
based industry and the contribution of Indians to the
US'’s hi-tech. industries. “Differences persist in key
areas like the CTBT and lifting the remaining sanctions
which were imposed after the nuclear tests. Our views
have been conveyed time and again and we believe
sanctions are self-defeating,” Mr Singh said. Making it
clear that India would not ask for the sanctions to be
lifted, he said, “We will leave it to their judgment.”

Reiterating that India would not make a noise
about Mr Clinton’s stopover in Pakistan, he said,
“India’s relations with the U.S. should not be looked at
through the prism of Pakistan.” He stated that India
was on the move and must move out of its preoccupa-
tion with Pakistan, although terrorist attacks from
across the border continued to be a major concern.

x ¥ X

NAMASTE BILL

Clinton will take up J&K,

terrorism with Pakistan

By Ramesh Chandran
The Times of India News Service
WASHINGTON: U.S. President Bill Clinton, mindful
that his landmark visit to India presents a tremendous
opportunity to reshape, over time, the very nature of
the Indo-US. relationship, is likely to speak up pas-
sionately, both in private and to the Indian parlia-
ment, on the issue of nuclear proliferation.

National security adviser Sandy Berger said as
much at the final White House briefing before the
President, along with a large entourage, heads for
South Asia. The view in Washington is that it would
be unreasonable to expect Mr Clinton, for all his
growing enthusiasm and fascination for India, to jetti-
son one of his most ardent causes—non-prolifera-
tion—all of a sudden. .

Hence, it comes as no surprise that
Mr Clinton delivered particularly
waspish remarks on videotape to the
Carnegie non-proliferation confer-
ence. He said that stemming the
spread of weapons of mass destruc-
tion had been a critical priority for
him during his seven years as
President and it would continue to
be so in his final year.

He told conference delegates that
there were those in South Asia who
hoped that the US. would simply
accept the nuclear status quo and
move on. “I will not do that,” Mr
Clinton said, and admitted that Inc_lia
and Pakistan had legitimate security
concerns. “But,” he added, “I will
make clear our view that a nuclear
future is a dangerous future for them
and for the world.” ‘

& His national security advisor, when

YT asked what India needed to do to get
Jaswant Singh he sanctions imposed on it following
the Pokhran blasts lifted, returned to the well-trodden
theme of the three “benchmarks”—signing the
CTBT, negotiating the fissile material cut-off treaty
and ensuring adhesive export controls. However, it is
widely expected that the sanctions will be eased and
that except for those firms directly involved in
weapons programmes, the despised “entities list” will
be further shorn.Mr Berger confirmed that during his
Pakistan stopover, Mr Clinton would address the
Pakistani people live on television and extol the long
relationship that the U.S. has had with them, as well as
express his concerns about “the things that are hap-
pening in Pakistan”. Among the topics t}le US. leader
is likely to address are Pakistan’s nuclear programme,
the rising tensions along the Line of Control (LoC),
Kashmir and terrorism. He is also likely to seek a
path back to democracy. .

“I think the President will talk about all those things
to the people of Pakistan and with great respect,” Mr
Berger said and emphasised that Mr Clinton would
urge both India and Pakistan to exercise restraint and
create an environment for a dialogue.

When asked if Mr Clinton would help deposed
premier Nawaz Sharif, Mr Berger said the President
would raise the issue and emphasise that in case Mr
Sharif was convicted, he should not be executed.
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St ban sign-up listed among conditions

US raises hope
of sanctlons ift

FROM K.P.NAYAR Mbmost promising democrac%s\ 7

Washington, March 17: The
US is prepared to withdraw
sanctions against India if New
Delhi adheres to CTBT
strengthens export controls,
negotiates a fissile material
cut-off treaty and demon-
strates restraint in the use of
its nuclear programme.

Briefing reporters on Presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s South Asia
visit starting in New Delhi on
Sunday, the White House nation-
al security adviser, Samuel (San-
dy) R. Berger, said America’s “ul-
timate goal” remains persuading
India and Pakistan to give up
their nuclear programmes.

He expressed satisfaction that
neither India nor Pakistan had de-
ployed nuclear weapons. “There
are obviously further steps that
could be taken to de-escalate the
level of tension and put these wea-
pons farther out of reach, so to sp-
eak, which we would like to see.”

Nuclear differences notwith-
standing, Berger said Clinton’s
trip is “fundamentally about try-
ing to establish a new partnership
with India— not to see India as a
function of China or a function
of the Soviet Union, but to see itas
the world’s largest perhaps most
vibrant ... certainly one of the

Clinton said he is going to
India and Pakistan on a peace
mission. “We are working on the
peace processes, from Northern
Ireland to the Middle East, and I
am going to the Indian sub-conti-
nent at the end of this week, he
said at a Democratic Party nation-
al committee dinner in Baltimore.

Berger’s views were echoed by
Indian foreign minister Jaswant
Singh, who asserted that Delhi is
not looking to Clinton to offer

Plan for Pak

In Islamabad, Bill Clinton
would stay put at the official res-
idence of President Rafiq Tarar.
“He is the elected President of
Pakistan. We would like to do
our events from there, our meet-
ings there,” Sandy Berger said.

Berger revealed that Clinton
will tell Pervez Musharraf that
even if Nawaz Sharif is convict-
ed, he should not be executed.

The highlight of the stopover
will be a live TV telecast ad-
dressing the people, “our long-
time friends.” The address could
be disconcerting for Musharraf
as Clinton would talk about
“our concerns for things that
are happening in Pakistan”.
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handouts, but instead wants to de-
velop a new relationship with the
US. “The PL~480 phase in Indo-US
relations is over,” Singh said in
Delhi, referring to the controver-
sy in the sixties when India ac-
cused the US of blocking Ameri-
can wheat to India because of its
involvement in Vietnam.

But Singh made it clear that
India continued to oppose the
post-Pokhran sanctions. Berger
held out the possibility that some
of the sanctions could be repealed
during the visit. It all depended,
he said, on progress made in areas
of US concern. Besides, if sanc-
tions came in the way of mutual
interest, they would go.

He hinted that on environment
and energy, where cooperation is
inhibited by the sanctions, the US
would beflexible. “But to get at the
heart of the sanctions .... that re-
late to anything that has any mili-
tary application.....we would like
to see progress” in CTBT, fissile
material cut-off etc.

Berger said India should not
be too concerned about Clinton’s
stopover in Islamabad. “The Pres-
ident of the US and all of his peo-
ple are saying clearly we do not
endorse this government (of
Musharraf) actually is exactly
what Indians would like to see.”

B More reports on Page 6
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(AW international community weré
NEW DELHI, March 17. — India today said there was'a signifi- also aware of this. ¥

cant change in the US position on Kashmir. Mr Singh said the Clinton'
Briefing reporters, the external affairs minister said there was Visit should not be seen in the.
now greater realism in the US stand on Kashmir, with yester- perspective of what the USA
year’s inflexible position having been junked. There was interna- could dole out to India since
tional recognition that India was on the move, Mr Jaswant Singh India had come a long away
said. from the days of PL 480, P
(Quoting MEA sources, PTI reported tonight that India had visit was a directional one an
rejected Mr Clinton’s assertion that the nuclear status quo in signified the end of a penod
South Asia was unacceptable to Washington. “It is not anything estrangement.
new that US President has given voice to. We do not share this There were diffefences in tl'xe
view point,” Mr Singh said when asked to comment on the US perceptlons of both countries,
President’s remarks at a non-proliferation conference in but this was inevitable in anfit
Washington yesterday.) family, he said — describing
Referring to the Kashmir issue Mr Singh said it was necessary India and the USA as a famlly
to move away from the preoccupation with Kashmir and when a of democracies.
Pakistani move adversely affected the bilateral relations, it was He identified the areas of dif*
India that had to resolve the problems, not any other country. ferences as environment,
However, Kargil, the military coup, the hijacking and the repeat- €nergy and the WTO. Indiz
ed calls for jehad had made talks difficult. viewed the sanctions as inig-
Though the alarmist theory of Kashmir as a flashpoint had uitous, unjustified and Self°
resulted in the international community intruding, it was now defeatmg
moving away from that. The USA had also expressed concern over _It was necessary, he said, t0
terrorism and the need for freezing the border. deepen the strategic political
Mr Singh said it was not a territorial dispute, nor the core issue dialogue between the two

as Pakistan claimed it was, but the core of the Indian natwy countries.

The visit would institution-
B See KASHMIR: page 8 alise the relationship and lay

the groundwork for future
relations. P

There was increasing US.
recognition of the great eco-
nomic potential of India and
there was reciprocal recognic
tion in India. Science and tech-
nology and knowledge-based -
industries were key areas’of
cooperation. S
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_“LET US PUT BEHIND THE WASTED DECADES’

<" India, U.S. should
“look ahead: Jaswant

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, MARCH 17.  Although Pakistan will con-
tinue to impinge on Indo-U.S. relations, India and
the United States have a larger agenda going beyond
the confines of the subcontinent, according to the
External Affairs Minister, Mr.Jaswant Singh.

Talking to a small group of journalists here, Mr.
Singh said the ties between New Delhi and the
Washington “should not be viewed through the lim-
iting prism of Pakistan”.

Mr. Singh argued that the politics of the cold war
pushed the United States closer to Pakistan; but the
U.S. approach to the region is going through a major
readjustment since the end of the cold war.

India and the United States must put behind them
the “wasted decades” of the cold war and look for a
new relationship in the 21st century, Mr. Singh said.
The visit of the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, will
hglp set the “direction” of the new relationship, he
added.

Instead of “looking back”, Mr. Singh said India
and the U.S. “should look ahead” to deepen their
strategic dialogue and political cooperation.

Declaring that New Delhi has gone beyond the
phase of seeking favours from other nations, Mr.
Singh said the question before India and the United
States is “what can the two nations do together”
despite the many differences that divide them.

Mr.Singh said India is “‘on the move” and should
not be overly preoccupied with Pakistan in its deal-

ings with the major powers. Questioned on the fact

that Pakistan is looming large again over the Indo-
U.S. relations after the Kargil confrontation, Mr.
Singh conceded, “‘there is an overhang of the past”
in the relations.

Responding to the latest American formulations
over Kashmir and Indo-Pak relations, Mr.Singh said
the U.S. emphasis on the sanctity of the Line of Con-
trol reflects a “shift towards realism’’ in Washington.

Mr.Singh said, “some of the fixed approaches of
the past” in Washington are now being abandoned.
But he cautioned that in the world of diplomacy
long-held positions of nations “‘change only incre-
mentally and step-by-step””.

On the American concerns about a “nuclear flash-
point” in the subcontinent, Mr.Singh said the thesis
has “come full circle”.

He said the Pakistani efforts to generate fears of a
nuclear confrontation and draw in the United States
into the Kashmir dispute have failed.

“The international community has seen through
this game and are now calling for a standstill be-
tween India and Pakistan and urging stability”, Mr.
Singh said.

On the question of talks with Pakistan, Mr.Singh
pointed to what he called a “fundamental contradic-
tion” in Pakistan’s position of asking for talks while
promoting a Jihad against India.

Asked how India proposes to resolve its problems
with Pakistan, the External Affairs Minister counsel-
led “patience”.

More reports on Pages 13, 14
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.S, may ease
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;IASHINGTON, MAql':'Sc\l . The U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, may
ease some U.S. economic sanc-
tions against India during his
coming visit in a move that could

: help mend trade relations, ad-
ministration officials said.

Mr. Clinton, who leaves tomor-
row for a week-long trip to India,
Bangladesh and Pakistan, could
waive sanctions that have limited
development assistance and U.S.
agency aid for international de-

. velopment programmes in India.
i Restrictions on U.S. military
| programmes would, however, Te-
| main in place, the officials said on
| Thursday. In a related develop-
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~ > Left to defy ban on

v .anti-Clinton protests

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 17. The Left par-
ties would stay away from the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton's ad-
dress to a joint sitting of Parlia-
ment on March 22. They would
also defy the ban on holding dem-
onstrations against his visit. How-
ever, they are not terming it a
boycott, and saying their MPs
would be busy that day organising
street protests.

The CPI(M), the CPI, the For-
ward Bloc and the Revolutionary
Socialist Party (RSP) today wrote a
joint letter to the Home Minister
Mr. L. K. Advani protesting the
“blanket ban” on demonstra-
tions, particularly the decision
not to allow the Left parties to
take out a march from the Mandi
House to the American Centre on
March 21.

Demanding that permission be

granted, the four parties said if
the Government failed to adopt a
democratic attitude they would
go ahead with their planned
march and  demonstrations
against the U.S. Government’s
“hostile” policies.

“We would go ahead, we would
not be cowed”, said the CPI(M)
general secretary, Mr. Harkishan
Singh Surjeet.

He released copies of the letter
signed by him, Mr. D. Raja (CPD),
Mr. Debabrata Biswas (Forward
Bloc) and Mr. Abani Roy (RSP).
Addressing a joint press confer-
ence here, the leaders took ob-
jected to Mr. Clinton bringing in
his own security men. They said
this showed a lack of faith in the
Indian Government’s ability to
protect him and amounted to an
insult.

About the ban on demonstra-

THE HINDU

18 MAR 200

)

tions, they said it seemed the Del-
hi police which was directly under
the Home Ministry was following
in the footsteps of Pakistan’s mil-
itary regime, which had an-
nounced a ban on all political
meetings and rallies. ““There is a
military regime in our neighbour-
ing country. Are we following in
their footsteps?”

The CPI{M) politburo member,
Mr. Prakash Karat, said the pro-
testors would pursue Mr. Clinton
throughout his visit — in Delhi on
March 21, Agra on March 22, Jai-
pur on March 23, Hyderabad on
March 24 and Mumbai on March
25. They would resist attempts to
prevent peaceful demonstrations.

The CPI(M-L), in a separate
statement, said it would organise
a ‘“march to Parliament” on
March 22 to coincide with Presi-
dent Clinton’s address.
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751 entities removed from U.S. list

By Manoj Joshi * \\’ \

NEW DELHI: Just two days before
. President Bill Clinton arrives in India, his
administration has got around to easing
the economic sanctions on more than
250 Indian institutions.

More than three months’ ago the GS
had announced its intention of removing
51 entities from the black list drawn up in
1998 in the wake of the Pokhran II tests.
On Friday, the last working day before
Mr Clinton begins his official visit to
India, the changed rules were finally
notified in the Federal Register. A close
look at the changed rules indicates that
there will be a symbolic rather than sub-
stantive change in the sanctions regime
against India.

Indian analysts, who spoke on condi-

tion of anonymity, say this is a signal that
while the US. is willing to do business
with India, it is not yet ready to make the
kind of dramatic gestures Richard Nixon
made when he visited Beijing in 1971. In
this context, they point to the cleverly
worded statements and speeches ema-
nating from Washington which New
Delhi and Islamabad are citing as
endorsements of th
of view.

An announcement bn the U.S. Bureau
of Export Administration’s (BXA) web-
site on Saturday notes that not only have
the 51 entities been removed from the
list, but that the BXA has begun to
process licence applications for some

. items to the still-listed entities “with a

presumption of approval”. This is a
development that has been hyped by the
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ir respective points

Indian government as a major achieve-
ment of the Jaswant Singh-Strobe
Talbott dialogue.

But a closer look at the rules notified
on Saturday reveals that the move makes
only aslight dent in the sanctions regime
imposed on India in the wake of the
nuclear tests.

US. exporters have been cautioned
that the addition or deletion of entities
does.not relieve them of their obligations
under the export administration regula-
tions which prohibit the export of any
items that will strengthen India’s strate-
gic weapons complex.

Among the institutions that continue
to remain under tough restrictions are
the aerospace divisions of the IITs at
Chennai and Mumbai and the Indian
Institute of Science in Bangalore.
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/Eﬁ/institutions formally off sanctions list

NEW DELHI, March 18. —
Denying that the US President

+ had rejected the possibility of

nuclear weapon status for
India, Mr Jaswant Singh today
said the USA “recognises that
India will have a minimum
nuclear deterrent programme”.

The external affairs minister
said Indo-US differences on
nuclear proliferation have been
narrowed down. The USA has
acknowledged that it’s India
who will decide what its mini-
mum deterrent-should be, and
has accepted India’s missile
programme.

Replying to questlonswbx Mr

‘Bill Clinton’s remarks that he

would not accept the region’s
nuclear status quo, Mr Singh
said the US President had spo-
ken of the need to narrow down
differences on non-proliferation
which is what the two coun-
tries have been attempting.

He said the US stand on India
relating to nuclear prolifera-
tion is a departure from the
earlier one spelt out in the UN
Security Council resolution
1172, which called for India to
roll back its nuclear pro-

~ gramme and to dismantle it.

He denied there would be any

| pressure on India on the CTBT
© or other issues during the

Clinton visit, but said the US
President has a right to
express his opinion.
Sanctions: (The USA today
officially announced removal of
51 Indian institutions from its
sanctions list, brought out after
Pokhran II, adds PTI from
Washington. These include the
Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research and the Saha
Institute of Nuclear Physics.

(The USA had taken the deci-
sion sometime back, but it will
become effective only when the
list is published in the Federal
Register, expected any day
now. The USA said the “minor
concession” doesn’t affect the
thrust of post-nuclear test
sanctions against India. The
action “is based on a consensus
decision ... to more tightly focus

the sanctions on those Indian
entities most directly involved
in proliferation activities of

The Indian and US flags on a Rajpath
street lamp in Delhi on Saturday.
Traffic signals have been switched
off and the road sealed for Mr Bill
Clinton’s visit. — The Statesman

concern”. Over 160 institutions
are still on the sanctions list.)
Mr Singh acknowledged gaps
in the two countries’ percep-
tions, especially on Kashmir.
He said India doesn’t share the
US perception that Kashmir is
a flashpoint, but cautioned that
Mr Clinton’s visit should not be
seen through the prism of Indo-
Pak relations. Mr Clinton isn’t
coming to talk about India’s
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USA accepts our
N- deierrence
rlght Jaswant

"STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE \

internal issues.

Is the USA using its influence
with Pakistan to seek curbs on
its support to cross-border ter-
rorism? Mr Singh said: “A
great deal more can be done in
that regard.”

He described the joint work-
ing group on terrorism as a big
departure for the USA and said
India was only the third coun-
try with which the USA had
such a relationship.

otackle the prob-

i€ said. Greater intemational
recognition of the problems is
only part of this process. India
doesn’t need advice, help or
mediation. He said he agreed
with the remarks of the US
Secretary of State, Ms
Madeleine Albright, that India
would decide what steps it
must take for its security.
CPM slams Jaswant: The
CPI-M has criticised a state-
ment by Mr Singh -on the
Clinton visit where the minis-
ter “has shown the audacity to
slander India’s non-aligned pol-
icy”. Mr HS Surjeet today
blamed the BJP for stooping
low to woo the USA, Mr Singh’s
statement on leaving behind
the wasted decades of the Cold
War days for a new Indo-US
relationship by deepening
strategic dialogue and political
cooperation are in keeping with
the BJP’s pro-imperialist
stance, Mr Surjeet said.
Indo-Pak firing: Indian and
Pakistani troops today
exchanged heavy fire in several
sectors along the LoC and the
international border in Jammu
division for the second day
today, without any casualties
on the Indian side, officials
said, says PTI from Jammu.
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future Ing

HT Correspondent () C)‘} ’
New Delhi, March 18 7

A “VISION” document, a joint
statement to be signed and issued
by Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee and US President Bill
Clinton here on March 21, will be
the highlight of the visit, spelling
out the direction in which Indo-US
relations will travel henceforth.
An External Affairs Ministry
spokesman said that the “Vision”
statement would “set the direction
for future
Indo-US rela-
tions.” India
has  already
described the

Three documents
to be signed

6-US ttbs

The Governing Body of the
Forum would consist of seven
“eminent persons” from each
country with the Department of
Science and Technology providing
the official interface from the
Indian side. The Forum would
receive matching grants from both
governments, facilitate  the
exchange and dissemination of
information on science and tech-
nology and commission studies.

The third, the spokesman said,
would be a statement on coopera-
tion in energy
and environ-
ment focusing
on promotion
of energy and

impending
visit as directional and initiating a
“qualitatively new” relationship.
The spokesman said that two other
documents would be signed.

One of these would be an agree-
ment, to be signed at the
Ministerial level, for setting up a
high-level Science and Technology
Forum to facilitate cooperation in
research and development and
transfer of technology.

The Forum would be inclusive of
government,corporate and acade-
mic scientists from both countries.

protection of
environment. It would be signed
at the Ministerial level at Agra on
March 22.

In Agra the President was sched-
uled to address an environmental
meeting and would highlight the
pivotal role of energy in economic
development and the risks to envi-
ronment concomitant on unsus-
tainable energy use.

The statement would envisage
the setting up of a joint consulta- |
tive group on clean energy and
environment,the spokesman said.
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Illusions on the American agenda may lead
Indian policy makers to make unwise concessions

THE media hype
over President
Bill Clintons visit
is simply amaz-
ing. From exag-
gerated expecta-
tions of the visit:
“a new stage in

L Indo-US rela-

. tions” to trivia on

Ka::\:‘al Mma, which bed the
enoy President  wiil

sleep, and whether he’ll smoke and
inhale Cuban cigars, the Clinton vis-
it has created more enthusiasm
than any other visit this decade in-
cluding the Pope’s. This is unwar-
ranted and unwise.

Secretary of State Madeleine Al-
bright has stressed the centrality of
the nuclear non-proliferation issue
to the Indo-US relationship. The
US remains committed to the UN
Security Council resolution 1172
calling for a rollback to the Indian
nuclear and missile programme.
Thus the Clinton administration’s
stress on the CTBT. Clinton’s visit
to Pakistan despite Indian lobby-
ing, highlights the continuity in US
strategic interests and the motivat-
ed nature of its commitment to hu-
man rights and democracy. When it
suited US interests, it deliberately
proliferated nuclear weapons tech-
nology to Israel and apartheid
South Africa. It turns a blind eye to
the absence of human rights and
democracy in allies like Saudi Ara-
bia, while waxing eloquent on such
shortcomings in Tibet and Kash-
mir. So there will be no gains here,
especially since the national con-
sensus on signing the CTBT has
proved elusive.

But Indian policymakers and
opinion makers must take note of
US policy imperatives before
heightening expectations or mak-
ing policy departures. The pro-
posed US-India axis which led to
PM Vajpayee’s letter to Clinton
suggesting a US-India alliance
against China was promptly
leaked, compromising Sino-Indian
relations. However, it appears, In-
dia has persisted with such formu-
lations in the Talbott-Jaswant Singh
talks. The US continues to oppose
the restructuring and democratisa-
tion of the UN advocated by India,

Even on Kashmir, despite the US
call to Pakistan to respect the LOC,
differences prevail. No amount of
evidence of cross border terrorism,
or of Pakistani support to the Tal-
iban, will change this. Pakistan, and
China, are for the US useful coun-
terweights to a nuclear India,
thetoric about the two demoacracies
notwithstanding. So no break-
throughs here erther.

Much has been made of the
prospects of US-India economic
ties. Here too there are basic con-
tradictions. The US represents the
North’s more extreme elements in
the WTO negotiations. Other
Northern countries blamed the US
for the breakdown of the Seattle
talks. Though the EU had agreed to
give India till 2003 to remove
Quantitative Restrictions, the US

insisted on reducing the period to
2001. The USA opposes the open-
ing up of textile exports under the
MFA to the South. The US heads
the pressure group for the inclusion
of the Multilateral Agreement on
Investments, and the social clause
in the WTQO, which India and the
South oppose. Likewise, US pres-
sure determines the policies of the
multilateral financial institutions
like the IMF and World Bank,
whose conditions, though increas-
ingly accepted by the Indian elite,
have not been in Indian interest, as
the RSS has belatedly stated.
Though the Clinton visit may
lead to some more visas for Indian
computer experts, which will help
the US IT industry more than In-
dia, nothing substantial should be
expected. In fact, the media hype
may prove doubly counterproduc-
tive. Not only will there be no ma-

s visit further Indo-US ties?

The visit will serve to provide the political
impetus at the highest level to clear the cobwebs

The Clinton visit
has a symbolism
that goes beyond
the persona of
Mr Bill Clinton
and his desire to
visit India before

| he leaves the
M White House.
“ The establish-
Uday Bhaskar ... in the US,

as in any other nation has a conti-
nuity that goes beyond the individ-
ual preferences of the Chief Execu-
tive and what is said and done dur-
ing this visit will not be merely
ephemeral. It is the first visit by a
US President to Delhi in 22 years
and comes in less than two years af-
ter India’s nuclear tests of May
1998.To that extent, the symbolism
itself is substantive.

Despite their many affinities to

jor breakthroughs in the political or
economic fronts, but illusions on
the American agenda may lead In-
dian policy makers to make unwise
concessions.,

When sanctions are discussed,
India should not balk at stressing
the discrimination in the US atti-
tude towards Israel on the one
hand, and India on the other. While
our strategic experts talk of the US
silence on Sino-Pakistani nuclear
collaboration, they are silent on
US-Israeli and earlier US-South
African nuclear collaboration.
They should ask: was West Asia in
any way less tense than Kashmir,
when the US collaborated in the Is-
raeli nuclear project?

As Bill Clinton winds up his pres-
idency, he is welcome in India. But
we should have no great expecta-
tions from his visit.

(Kamal Mitra Chenoy teaches at
JNU, New Delhi)
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be “natural allies” India and the
USA have dealt with each other so
far as “estranged democracies™.
This was true during the Cold War
when their core security percep-
tions were sharply divergent. How-
ever the Cold War has been in-
terred with the Berlin Wall and the
disintegration of the former USSR.
but the mind-set is still at work in
the collective psyche on both sides.

The Clinton visit will serve (o
provide the political impetus at the
highest level to clear the cobwebs
and this will have a cascade effect
on the many interlocutors and insti-
tutions that contribute to the bi-lat-
eral relationship.

For instance, the global media
spotlight will be on the sub-conti-
nent for about ten days and many
realities about the region that were
glossed over till now and which
soured the relationship have come
to the fore, Pakistan’s involvement

13 MAR 2000

in abetting terrorism and the Sino-
Pak strategic axis are cases in point.

A realistic appreciation of the
many complexities that envelop a
tangled sub-continent in terms of
its anxieties, aspirations and poten-
tialities is a first step that will lay
the foundation for an improvement
in India-US ties. The dominant dis-
course about India in US percep-
tion is undergoing a transmutation
and the Clinton visit may help re-
write the narrative.

For sure there arc arcas of differ-
ence that will remain — as for in-
stance in the nuclear and missile
field. But there is an earnest desire
on both sides to broaden the base
of the relationship and not predi-
cate it — and hence hold it hostage
to a single needle point — nuclear
non-proliferation. The deterrence
circle has to be subsumed by the
disarmament square but that will
take time and patience and in the
interim, India and the US are mov-
ing — a bit gingerly, like two porcu-
pines trying to be friends = to em-
bed their differences i a flexible
basket of areas of mupgal benefit.

The post Cold WAT period is rich
in such mutuality’and the starting
point is the copgensus that security
for a state is pO longer an exclusive
cvaluation gf its military capability.
’ urity is seen as being
ensive in nature — inher-

onisc the political, economic
military strands with the soci-
¢tal, technological and environ-

‘mental.

India and the US bring many
asymmetrical complementarities to
the table in a new global free-mar-
ket likely to be dominated by the
IT sector and dot-com is the new
mantra whose power is waiting to
be unleashed even as the “uccha-
ran” is being mastered by both
sides.

Economic and military capabili-
tics will be the perennial lode stars
ol the national interest on both
sides. India’s current profile in both
sectors is in dire need of capital in-
vestment and technological access.
The US embodies both and is in
turn seeking a low wage. I'T empa-
thetic. English-speaking genc-pool
and fresh markets to boot. It helps
enormously that both India and the
US are liberal, plural democracies
who skid on banana peels in their
own way.

But as any realistic asscssiment
suggests, to further a bi-lateral rela-
tionship, invoking a correspon-
dence about the world’s oldest and
largest democracy as reason
cnough for a lively tango is not
cnough. Tangibles have to be in-
fused and sustained and here the
economic and military sectors hold
promise.

Inshaallah, the Clinton visit and
the entourage that accompanies
him will be able to realise the po-
tential between natural but cur-
rently wary “allies’.

(Commodore Bhaskar is Depury
Director, Institute of Defence
Studies and Analyses, New Delhi)
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Calcutta, March 19

WEST BENGAL'S ruling Left
Front today staged demonstration
against the visit of US President
Bill Clinton, burnt his effigies and
castigated the NDA Government
for what it described as "the
Centre's shameful surrender to US
imperialism".

The protestors, led by prominent
Left Front leaders like CPI (M)
politburo member Anil Biswas,
State  Environment  Minister
Manab Mukherjee and city mayor
Prashanta
Chatterjee, shout-
ed slogans like
'Go back Clinton'
and 'down with
US imperialism'.

Addressing the
rally, Mr Biswas,

ing to create a "hostile atmos-
phere" in which India and Pakistan
would be permanently at "logger-
heads" on the Kashmir issue. -
Another Leftist outfit, the
Socialist Unity Centre of India, in
a statement said that they would
hold a similar protest on Tuesday
against Clinton's visit.
VARANASI: In Varanasi, hun-
dreds of Forward Bloc activists
took out a procession here today
and- burnt the effigy of US
President Bill Clinton to protest
against his visit to
India. They shout-
ed slogans like
"Bill Clinton go
back” and "neo-
colonialism murd-
abad" and held a
meeting in which

also State secre- )

tary of the CPI (M), said: "Clinton
is the symbol of imperialism. The
way the Centre is behaving, pains
me to say, that they have shameful-
ly surrendered to imperialist
forces.”

"They have imposed restrictions
on public movement in Delhi. The
offices of different trade unions
and mass organisations have been
put under surveillance and their
activities are being constantly
monitored".

He alleged that Clinton was try-

speakers assailed

.the Central Government for invit-

ing Clinton. The WTO, IMF and
World Bank are working under US
pressure, they said and criticised
Washington for “patenting items
like brinjal, basmati rice and
karela.

THANE: Extreme Left wingers
and their supporters today staged a
protest against the Clinton visit
and burnt his effigies here today.
The protestors, under the banner
of azadi bachao andolan,' and took
out a rally . (PTI)
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_~PM for ties
0 'with U.Sy on
equal ter

NEW DELHI, MARCH 19. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee,\today asserted that India
. would nqt take any decision with
. regard to its security “under pres-
 sure”” and said Indo-U.S. relations
should be based on ‘“equal
terms”’.

Hours before the arrival of the
U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
the Prime Minister, addressing a
gathering on the eve of Holi at his
residence, said ‘‘we will not take
any decision under pressure as far
as our security is concerned. The
decisions will ‘be ours.”

Expressing confidence that the
U.S. presidential visit, coming af-
ter a gap of 22 years, would help
improve bilateral ties, Mr. Vaj-
payee said “our relations should
be based on equal terms”.

Recalling that Washington had
resented the 1998 Pokhran nucle-
ar tests and imposed sanctions
against India, Mr. Vajpayee said
he had then stated that the people
were prepared to face all difficul-
ties for the sake of the country’s
security.

“The sanctions are yet to be lift-
ed. We will have talks and we are
hopeful that the relations be-
tween us will improve now,” he
added.

Lauding the farmers’ contribu-
tion in making the country self-
sufficient in food production, Mr.
Vajpayee said India was no more
dependent on foodgrains from
abroad.

Assuring farmers that the Gov-
ernment would protect their in-
terests, he said efforts were being

made to promote export of farm
products. /
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Indo-U.S. defence steering
~ groups may be revived

WVS By Atul Aneja 'Lz

NEW DELHI, MARCH 19. India and the Uhited States
are likely to agree on expanding interactipn between
their defence personnel during the visig of the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, to New Dell}i.

Highly-placed official sources here spid the two
sides might revive their “executive steering groups”’
which give direction to inter-services contacts. Spe-
cifically, the three steering groups — one each for
the Army, Navy and the Air Force — have in the past
identified the “menu” of future inter-services activ-
ities.

In the past, they have charted a medium-term
road map for service-to-service cooperation. These
lists of planned activities included joint military ex-
ercises, exchange of military personnel and partici-
pation in international seminars related to security.

The steering groups used to chart out their activ-
ities within the framework of policy guidelines pro-
vided by the apex Indo-U.S. Defence Policy Group
(DPG). A decision on the revival of DPG meetings is
unlikely to be finalised during this visit. Meetings of
the DPG had been stalled even prior to the Pokhran
nuclear tests.

Mr. Clinton visits India at a time when the two
sides have done some groundwork to put their de-
fence relationship back on track. Both sides recently
discussed the need for reviving Indo-U.S. ties in-
crementally. For instance, the U.S. Commander-in-
Chief of the Pacific Fleet, Gen. Dennis Blair, who was
here recently, proposed that the two sides should
reconsider reviving the executive steering groups.

The Indian side had then also raised the subject of
easing sanctions on the transfer of those U.S.-made
parts which go into the manufacture of equipment

in Third World countries. Specifically, India is keen
that the U.S. ease its restrictions on the transfer of
some components which are procured by the U.K.
for the Jaguar fighter jets.

While the institutional dialogue is now beginning
to show positive signs of revival, the defence rela-
tionship between India and the U.S. has progressed
in other spheres. Sources point out that India’s pre-
mier indigenous destroyer, INS Mysore, will visit the
New York harbour in July to participate in the “tall
ships”’ review there.

A composite team, with personnel from the De-
fence Ministry and the services, is set to participate
in a symposium in Hawaii, the headquarters of the
U.S. Pacific Command, in May.

The U.S. side has also eased informal restrictions
on the content of the training capsule for Indian
defence personnel. Indian service personnel train in
U.S. military institutions under the IMET pro-
gramme. IMET exchanges had been scrapped fol-
lowing the Pokhran tests. They have been revived
subsequently, but Indian officers are now being of-
fered advanced courses under this scheme.

Cricket upstages Clinton

NEW DELHI, MARCH 19. The U.S. President, Mr. Bill

Clinton’s visit took a backseat today as the cricket-
crazy citizens of Delhi remained glued to their tele-

vision sets for most of the day watching the final

one-day tie between India and South Africa and-
spent the evening celebrating Holi.

It was cricket everywhere — from blueline buses
to dhabas. — PTI
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first by a U.S. President to India
and the subcontinent in two d&c-
ades, is evoking strong a

sharply opposite political reactions. Or

the one side is hype of the most extrava-
gant kind, generated in large measure by
the BJP Government in New Delhi and
the market-oriented peddlers of the ‘hi-
tech India” dream. Bollywood-type post-
ers of Mr. Clinton in Mumbai, frenzied
scrubbing and cleaning of time-hon-
oured monuments in Agra and Jaipur,
beggars being driven off the streets in
self-proclaimed Cyberabad testify to a
“Clinton-mania” phenomenon being
not-so-subtly promoted by the ruling es-
tablishment with no compunctions about
such an unabashed display of servility to
the head of a foreign state.

On the other hand, is the bizarre spec-
tacle of the resurrection by the Left par-
ties, of the '60s spectre of Uncle Sam, the
caricature that symbolised for years, the
post-colonial apprehensions about U.S.
imperialism and which held potent sway
over popular imagination in Central
America and Asia. The Left parties have
pulled out all the stops in their plan to
hold demonstrations against Mr. Clinton,
in protest against the BJP Government’s
“subservience to the U.S. imperialist
agenda’. But the angry Left-inspired pro-
tests are unlikely to have much resonance
in a public arena increasingly dominated
by the new and expanding constituency
of the middle class and its business, edu-
cational and cultural ties to the United
States. That there is now a growing num-
ber of Indians, not necessarily in the
higher income brackets, who look to the
U.S. for their educational and business
aspirations and unlike the youth of two
decades ago, do not fight shy of profess-
ing an admiring interest in America and
things American, is a reality that cannot
be wished away. The lengthening queues
outside U.S. consulates in Indian cities
for American visas, particularly of the H-1
variety, year after year, vividly epitomise
the entry of new interest groups with cru-
cial stakes in better ties with the United
States.

It might therefore be a tactical mistake
to appear to admonish ordinary middle
class Indians for betraying a curiosity or a
fascination with the fact of an American
presidential visit. Therefore while the Left

‘Mndia and Ametica

By Malini Parthasarathy

It is for the Congress and the Left parties to make
clear that the BJP does not speak for the Indian
people when it proceeds to define the scope and
potential for cooperation between India and the

U.S. in its own strategic idiom.

parties perceive this event as an oppor-
tune moment to re-articulate anxieties
over the agenda of economic reforms and
its implications for India's sovereignty,
this approach is unlikely to fire popular
imagination, as it might have in the Six-
ties. While nobody would suggest that the
fears over the impact of the current eco-
nomic policies on poverty and inequal-
ities, are unfounded or need to be put
aside, it does seem that to utilise the Clin-
ton visit as a symbol of India’s skewed
governing priorities might not be an ef-
fective instrument of political mobilisa-
tion at this particular moment. Rather
than sound irrelevant and isolated in
adopting a completely rejectionist stance
inrelation to the debate on Indo-U.S. ties,
the Left might do better to ignite a public
discussion on the manner in which the
BJP appears to have appropriated the en-
tire terrain of the U.S.-India equation.
The danger implicit in this misappropri-
ation needs to be urgently highlighted. It
is becoming increasingly evident that the
BJP’s extremely partisan and chauvinist
strategic aims in the subcontinent are be-
ing portrayed as “national interests” and
India’s necessarily nuanced and complex
approach to the United States has been
reduced and held hostage to the BJP’s jin-
goistic strategic vision.

What is so regrettable about the fact
that the public space has been captured
by these two opposite political reactions
to the Clinton visit, is that the middle
ground, crucial territory for the articula-
tion of the sentiments of countless ordi-
nary Indians who do not share the BJP’s
chauvinist vision of the subcontinent’s
future, but are not comfortable either
with the old Cold War stereotype of the
dangers of moving closer to the United
States, is not adequately represented in
the larger picture. A healthy and robust
relationship between India and the Unit-
ed States would require honest and rigor-
ous introspection of what really is the
common ground on which the two coun-
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tries can work together and what is the
territory that must be resolutely excluded
from the scope of this relationship, as for
instance, India’s own national security
priorities and policies in the region.

If indeed the relationship with the U.S.
is to be envisaged as a long-term equation
of considerable value, it is essential that a
distinction be made between the inter-
ests of the people of India and the BJP’s
self-serving approximations of the “na-
tional interest.” The BJP’s worldview es-
chews a realistic acceptance of the
necessity of engaging Pakistan, prefers to
rely on inauthentic and highly coloured
portrayals of China as menacing India’s
security and consequently requires a stra-
tegic dependence on the United States to
be an arbiter in its favour, in the region.
Yet, judging by the nature of the consen-
sus that has underpinned five decades of
an independent foreign policy and has
emerged as a result of India’s healthy par-
liamentary democratic system, it might
not really be possible for the BJP to thrust
this narrow vision upon this country. It
would also be a disservice to the full po-
tential of the multi-faceted India-U.S.
equation, to attempt to reduce it to its
strategic dimension. It is crucial that the
Opposition parties, particularly the Con-
gress and the Left parties take it upon
themselves not to allow the BJP adminis-
tration to hold Mr. Clinton’s visit hostage
to its own strategic design in the subcon-
tinent. It is for these parties to make clear
that the BJP does not speak for the Indian
people when it proceeds to define the
scope and potential for cooperation be-
tween India and the U.S. in its own strate-
gic idiom.

The real index of the Vajpayee adminis-
tration’s tendency to endow the United
States with the role of an arbiter in the
region, especially in relation to Pakistan is
the manner in which the various formula-
tions of Clinton administration officials
have been seized upon as articulations
reinforcing the Indian view of the dispute.

P.T.O.



Thus there was great satisfaction in New
Delhi with the recent statement of the
U.S. Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine Al-
bright that “‘nations must not attempt to
change borders or zones of occupation
through armed force” and with the state-
ment of the U.S. National Security Ad-
visor, Mr. Sandy Berger that Pakistan
“bore responsibility” for the Kargil ten-
sions.

It is evident that the post-Kargil and
post-Musharraf approach of the Vajpayee
administration to Pakistan remains an-
chored to a policy of containment, with
not even the slightest pretence of moving
towards a more realistic attitude of en-
gagement in order to address mutual ten-
sions. In this context, the current
obsessive reliance on the Clinton admin-
istration and the U.S. to endorse the Indi-
an strategic view of events, to the extent
of scrutinising its every utterance, places
India in a position with virtually no diplo-
matic manoeuvrability and robs it of the
potential to be an autonomous and sov-
ereign player in the region. While such a
position might not undermine the BJP’s
own strategic interests externally and po-
litical interests, internally, it is in the ulti-
mate analysis damaging to democratic
India’s pursuit of a sovereign and autono-
mous foreign policy.

Mr. Clinton and his delegation have
made it clear that their visit of India is not
only to address the political and strategic
components of what they envisage as an
emerging equation with considerable
promise. But while the BJP Government is
certainly sponsoring the showcasing of a
“hitech India”, there is little doubt that
the visit of the American President is be-
ing viewed in the context of its own stra-
tegic gameplan in the subcontinent and
its substance will be filtered through the
prism of the perennial zero-sum game
with Pakistan. The first visit of an Amer-
ican President in two decades which can
rightfully be regarded as symbolising
many things on many levels to the people
of India must indeed be treated as a fresh
chapter in India’s history. It is for the In-
dian people to explore the potential and
scope of the India-America relationship
and to imbue it with the significance that
accrues naturally to such a multifaceted
interaction, reflecting in the educational,
cultural and business links that draw the
two countries closer.
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HF?ST PRESIDENTIAL VISIT IN TWO DECADES

B|II Clinton arrives to

v

C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, MARCH 19. Amid rising
expectation$ of a new political re-
lationship with India, the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, ar-
rived here tonight to a warm wel-
come. As the capital gears up for
the spring festival of Holi, Mr.
Clinton brings with him the
promise to end the long winter in

Indo-U.S. relations. xﬁ
The first American?remdent

visit to India in over two decades
kicked off when Air Force One,
the specially equipped plane that
ferries Mr. Clinton around the
U.S. and the world, touched down
at the Palam airport at 8.20 p.m.
Ten minutes later, the President
and his daughter, Ms. Chelsea
Clinton, emerged from the air-
craft, walking down the steps side
by side and on to the tarmac. Ms.
Dorothy Rodham, mother-in-law
of Mr. Clinton, walked down just
behind them.

As a special gesture to the U.S.
President, the Indian Govern-
ment broke protocol and deputed
the External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, to receive Mr.
Clinton at the airport.

According to the initial plan,
the Minister of State for External
Affairs, Mr. Ajit Panja, was to have
received the American President.
Over the years, India has cut
down airport reception ceremo-
nies to a minimal level.

The Foreign Secretary, Mr. Lalit
Mansingh, and India’s Ambassa-
dor to the U.S., Mr. Naresh Chan-
dra, were also present at the
airport, as were the U.S. Ambas-
sador to India, Mr. Richard Celes-
te, and his wife.

Mr. Clinton exchanged greet-
ings and a few words with Mr. Jas-
want Singh and Mr. Chandra
during the brief but warm wel-
come at the airport. Mr. Panja
presented him with a bouquet of
flowers before he was driven in
his special limousine, a Cadillac,
to the Maurya Sheraton hotel,
where he will spend a quiet night
after a gruelling flight.

The preparations for the festiv-
al of colours tomorrow in Delhi
have been overshadowed by the
unprecedented media hype about
the Cllnton v151t and the huge se-

[
|

A new chapter: Page 13
Hotel decked up: Page 14
| A date with big cats: Page 15

curity blanket that will cover the
city for the next few days.

The President’s large entourage
included the Secretary of State,
Ms. Madeleine Albright, the Sec-
retary of Commerce, Mr. William
Daley, the National Security Ad-
viser, Mr. Samuel R. Berger, and
the Deputy Secretary of State, Mr.
Strobe Talbott.

Mr. Clinton’s state visit to India
will not begin until Tuesday

morning when he will be formally
welcomed in the forecourt of the
Rashtrapati Bhavan by the Presi-
dent, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, and the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee.Early on Monday, Mr.
Clinton will take off from Palam
to Dhaka where he will spend the
entire day.

- Ms. Chelsea Clinton and her
grandmother will not be travell-

-a warm welcome

ing with the President to Bangla-
desh. They will instead play Holi
with the royal family of Jodhpur at
the Umed Bhawan Palace.

After Mr. Clinton returns from
Dhaka tomorrow night, he will
spend a day and a half with politi-
cal leaders in New Delhi before
travelling to Agra, Jaipur, Hydera-
bad and Mumbai over the next
week.
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« adds

PoK PM for

2 Clinton
mediation

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ISLAMABAD, March 19. —
The Prime Minister of
Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir,
Mr Sultan Mahmood, today
asked Mr Bill Clinton to medi-
ate between Pakistan and
India to resolve the Kashmir
problem and prevent a possible
nuclear war in the region.
“History shows that Pakistan

chief, Mr Shabir Ahmad Shah,
and 30 leaders were arrested
in Srinagar since last evening.
Mr Shah was scheduled to
leave for Delhi with his sup-
porters to organise demonstra-
tions during Mr Clinton’s visit.
Pak LoC build-up: Heavily-
armed Afghan mercenaries
backed by Pakistani troops
have been spotted at certain
points along the LoC opposite

and India have
never solved
disputes thro-
ugh bilateral
talks,” he said.
“Mr Clinton
should mediate
as he had done
in the other dis-
puted regions of
the world.” ;
Pak shelling:
~Pakistani
- troops shelled
. Keran, Karnah
- and Teetwal
sectors in the
past 24 hours,
UNI.

Hands behind DD
attack, Agra blast

AGRA, March 19. — Two
youths in Pathan suits, who
had travelled by a Agra-
bound bus from Delhi, were
suspected to be behind last
night’s bomb blast in a bus
that killed one person and
injured 16 near here.
Meanwhile, the Hizbul Mu-
jahideen has claimed respon-
sibility for yesterday’s attack
on the Doordarshan Kendra
here, police said. — PTI

Kaksar and Ba-
talik in north-
ern Jammu and
Kashmir, rep-
orts PTI. Home
ministry offi-
cials said offi-
cers of Pak-con-
trolled Gilgit
scouts  have
been to some
forward posts.
There were
also reports that
Pakistan had
placed orders
for winter stock-
ings in Euro-
pean countries.

.. Exchange of fire also took place
at Palanwalla, Budhwal, Jog-
wan, Garkhal, Peer Gharana,
Rajpur Chak Pachwari and
Siderwan camp of the same
. sector.

Shabir Shah held: People’s
Democratic Freedom Party

‘Electric fencing: The Centre

has given the go-ahead for elec-
tric fencing of 195 km of inter-
national border between
Jammu and Sialket in
Pakistan on a “crash basis,”
identifying it as “most vulnera-
ble” to infiltration.
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What I Hope

This week, I am travelling to South Asfa,
to visit Bangladesh, India and Pakistan.
In this article I want to discuss the rea-
sons for my visit and what I hope to accom-
plish.

With one-fifth of the world’s people, with its
traditions of democracy, with its embrace of
economic openness and scientific progress,
South Asia has the potential to be one of the
world’s biggest success stories in the next half
century. But it still faces enormous challenges
- and dangers. In no other region do so many
critical issues converge so dramatically: pro-
moting economic growth, expanding trade and
easing poverty; averting regional conflict and
preventing nuclear proliferation; defeating ter-
rorism and fighting drugs; averting climate
change and conquering infectious disease. I
am convinced that strengthening peace, pros-
perity and freedom in the 21st cen-

(y\ W\

to

By BILL CLINTON

citizj: were born in or trace their ancestry to
India, and they are an extraordinary success,
ranking at the top in education and income
among all of America’s ethnic groups. After 50
years of missed opportunities, it is time that
America and India became better friends and
stronger partners.

America and India should work more close-
ly together to advance political freedoms and
protections against persecution. We should
find common ground in opening the global
trading system in a way that lifts the lives of
rich and poor alike. And we should be able to
agree that prosperity and growth in the new
economy depend on keeping children in
school and protecting the environment. As the
largest emitter and one of the fastest-growing
emitters of the greenhouse gases that propel
global warming, we can improve cooperation

Restraint, Respect, Dialogue

ccomplish in South Asia

other Indian leaders, I will address directly our
serious concerns. The 1998 nuclear tests by
India and then Pakistan shook the world.
intensifying global worries about the spread
and potential use of nuclear weapons. Only
India and Pakistan can decide how to protect
their security. As they do, I hope they will ask
themselves: Are they safer today than before
they tested nuclear weapons? Will they bene-
fit from expanding their nuclear and missile
capabilities, if that spurs their neighbors to do
the same? Can they achieve their goals for
economic development while making a sus-
tained investment in both nuclear and conven-
tional military forces? Will they be better off at
the end of what could be a long, unpredictable
and expensive journey?

I am determined that the United States rat-
ify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty,
because it will strengthen our

. tury will depend in good measure
on America’s ability to forge part-
nerships with the South Asian
nations, by advancing the interests
we share and resolving the differ-
ences that remain.

America has learned in recent
years, especially from Russia’s
| troubles and Japan’s economic dif-
! ficulties, that it is the weakness of

great nations, not their strength,
i that threatens our vision for the
future. We are safer when other
great nations are at peace with
their neighbors and with them-
selves. We do better when other
countries rise from poverty to
become our partners in trade and
investment. Our freedom is more
secure when others have a chance
to shape their destiny.

e Only India and Pakistan can
decide how to protect their security. As
they do, | hope they will ask themselves:
Are they safer today than before they
tested nuclear weapons?

o | am determined that the United
States ratify the CTBT, because it will
strengthen our national security. India
and Pakistan should sign the Treaty, as
they have committed to do, for the same

o | am not going to mediate the dispute
between India and Pakistan. America
cannot play that role unless both sides
want it. But | will urge restraint, respect
for the Line of Control in Kashmir, and
renewed lines of communication.

national security. India and
Pakistan should sign the
Treaty, as they have committed
to do, for the same reason. As
the United States and Russia
move toward deeper cuts in
our nuclear arsenals, South
Asia should not be headed in
the  opposite  direction.
Narrowing our differences on
nonproliferation is important
to realizing the full potential of
our relationships.

I also believe that India and
Pakistan will not achieve real
security until they resume dia-
logue to resolve their tensions.
I am not going to mediate the
dispute between India and
Pakistan. America cannot play
that role unless both sides want

That will be my message in all
three countries, particularly in India. We want
India to be strong, secure, united — a force for
a safer, more prosperous, more democratic
world.

In its 52 years since independence, India has
brought about a remarkable political, social
and economic transformation. With 17 official-
ly recognized languages and 22,000 dialects, it
is a place of extraordinary diversity, that is
teaching the world how to live-with difference.
Hundreds of millions of Indians choose their
leaders in free elections and determine their
affairs through local governing councils.
India’s economy is on€’of the ten fastest grow-
ing in the world, its thriving high-technology
sector one of the brightest gpots in the new
global economy, expanding 25-fold in the past
decade. There now are more television chan-
{ nels available in Mumbai than in most US
cities.

Meanwhile, Indians are pioneering innova-
tive new sources of clean energy and new ways
to combat epidemics of disease. The United
States and India share common values and
common goals. More than 1.5 million of our

for clean energy, so we do not leave a planet in
peril. We also can intensify together the strug-
gle against deadly diseases like tuberculosis,
malaria and HIV/AIDS.

Lalso seek a deeper partnership between the
United States and Bangladesh, a Muslim
nation of 120 million. It, too, is making great
strides, lifting citizens out of poverty, raising
the status of women, strengthening democracy,
standing against terrorism and weapons of
mass destruction.

Pakistan is also important to the United
States. The Pakistani people are our long-time
friends. We want them to enjoy the benefits of
democracy, to build a strong economy, to be
free of terrorism and live in peace. Some say I
should not go to Pakistan, because of the mili-
tary coup that overthrew the democratically-
elected Prime Minister, Nawaz Sharif. But
engagement with Pakistan does not represent
endorsement. Staying away only would
strengthen hard-liners in Pakistan who want
their country to turn away from the world.

In my meetings with Pakistani leaders, as
well as with Prime Minister Vajpayee and
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it. But I will urge restraint,
respect for the Line of Control in Kashmir,
and renewed lines of communication. Both
India and Pakistan have legitimate security
concerns. But neither can achieve its aims in an
escalating contest of inflicting and absorbing
pain.

Finally, I will speak directly to General
Musharraf and to-the Pakistani people about
the steps we believe are important to building
a hopeful future for Pakistan: an early return
to democracy, a crackdown on terrorist groups,
restraint on nuclear and missile programs, and
a real effort to create the conditions for dia-
logue with India. If Pakistan takes these steps.
we can get back on.the path of partnership.

I can imagine a future for South Asia
where the people of each nation choose
their own democratic destinies, where toler-
ance is embraced, the threat of regional
war is a thing of the past, and countries coop-
erate for better education and health and pros-
perity. The region is not there yet. But [ know
most South Asians share this visjgn. The
United States wants very much to i
a reality. Los Angeles Times Syndicats)




‘Kashmir
on the

/ By Atul Aneja k‘ Q A

to steer dis€ussions on the border
State to influ¢nce Indian thinking
its othed‘;igh priority
. v—’“ ¢ \}.k’

Agdording C% highly-placed

rces in the Government, the
.S. side, during the President,
Mr. Bill Clinton's stay is likely to
discuss Kashmir mainly to push
forward its non- proliferation
goals. Specifically, the U.S. side is
expected to talk about Jammu
and Kashmir as a possible nuclear
flashpoint, so that official discus-
sions can be directed towards nu-
clear non- proliferation issues.
Mr. Clinton, according to sources,
is personally committed to fulfill-
ing the U.S. non-proliferation
agenda which includes India’s
subscription to the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty.

Sources said that the “Kashmir
issue” including the much talked
about appointment of a special
coordinator on Kashmir was not
on the cards. The U.S. side is not
inclined to the appointment a
special coordinator on Kashmir,
despite enormous pressure being
mounted to the contrary by Kash-
miri expatriate groups.

The U.S. side, as is already evi-
dent, is committed to discourag-
ing a future Indo-Pak. conflict.
The U.S. Secretary of State, Ms.
Madeleine Albright, has declared
that Washington stands opposed
to any alteration of the Line of
Control by force.

On the defence side, Mr. Clin-
ton’s trip is unlikely to revive the
Indo-U.S. military relationship in
its entirety. However, “incremen-
tal progress’ on the defence track
is expected. Specifically, interac-
tion between the defence person-
nel of the two countries is
expected to be stepped up. The
executive steering groups, which

issue’ not
agenda

chalk out the future plan of activ-
ities of the two sides for each of
the three services, including the
conduct of joint military exercis-
es, is likely to be revived. These
discussions are expected to take
place during the meeting between
the National Security Adviser, Mr.
Brajesh Mishra, and his Amegican
counterpart, Mr. Samuel R. Berg-
er. The two officials are exped¢ed
to hold talks over breakfast
Monday.

No separate meeting between
the three service chiefs and Mr.
Clinton is expected. They are,
however, likely to interact with
the President, either during the
Prime Minister’s lunch on Mon-
day, or subsequently at the recep-
tion being hosted by the U.S
Ambassador to India, Mr. Richard
Celeste.

Sources pointed out that the
prime focus of Mr. Clinton’s trip
is economic. According to some
estimates, the power sector of the
Indian economy can absorb in-
vestment to the tune of $ 250 bil-
lions over the next several years.
Telecommunications offers busi-
ness opportunities of around $
100 billions. Information Tech-
nology holds bright prospects as
well as an estimated 30 per cent of
the world’s software engineers are
either India or of India origin.

The U.S. side, is also aware that
seeking Indian cooperation is
necessary for achieving interna-
tional consensus for forging an
acceptable global trading regime.
India can play a crucial role in
building common ground on is-
sues such as labour standards and
environmental protection. Amer-
ican officials also acknowledge
that the discussions over the next
few days would take place in the
backdrop of the fact that some of
the major global challenges of the
new century, including popula-
tion and new diseases are unlikely

¢:to be met without India’s active
participation.
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India, USA
agree on

security 1ssues

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 21. —
India and the USA today
agreed to disagree on nuclear
non-proliferation but con-
curred on regional and inter-
national security issues as
they fixed the parameters of
their future relationship.

The “vision statement” was
signed by Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee and Mr Bill Clinton
after more than two hours of
intensive talks at Hyderabad
House. It emphasised seeking
a natural partnership in
shared endeavours, spelling
out the areas of differences but
agreeing to talk about them.

In the morning, the US
President was accorded a cere-
monial reception at Rashtra-
pati Bhavan but had his sub-
stantive official engagement at
Hyderabad House.

The President and the Prime
Minister were accompanied by
their aides during 45 minutes
of their talks with Mr Clinton.
But broke off for a one-to-one
dialogue for 10 minutes. A 45-
minute delegation-level talks
followed.

Coming out of the talks a lit-
tle after 1.00 p.m., Mr Clinton
and Mr Vajpayee signed the
statement before answering a
limited number of questions
from the media.

The two countries, in the doc-
ument, have taken cognisance
of their “responsibility for
ensuring regional and interna-
tional security” and agreed to
hold regular talks and to work
with others for “strategic sta-
‘bility in Asia and beyond”.
They agreed to bolster joint
efforts to counter terrorism
and meet “other challenges to
regional peace”.

Marking a shift in the US
stand on Indo-Pak tensions on
.Kashmir, the document said
both sides acknowledged that

N See ISSUES: page 6

ISSUES:

%T. 29 / 3 (Continued from page 1)

“tensions in South Asia can only be resolved by the nations of
South Asia”. Earlier, the USA had offered to mediate over
Kashmir if India and Pakistan agreed.

Expressing a shared commitment to reducing and eliminating
nuclear weapons, the document took cognisance of the differences
in perception. “We have not always agreed on how to reach this
common goal. The USA believes India should forego nuclear
weapons. India believes that it needs to maintain a credible mini-
mum nuclear deterrent in keeping with its own assessment of its
security needs,” it said.

The two sides, however, stressed that notwithstanding their dif-
ferences, they were “prepared to work together to prevent the pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons and their means of delivery and to
this end would persist with and build upon the productive bilater-
al dialogue already underway”.

The areas of commonality were spelt out, with the two countries
iterating their voluntary commitment to forego further nuclear
tests, to work together and with others for early negotiations on
FMCT, to export controls and to strengthen them and to prevent
the spread of dangerous technologies.

The document took note of the commitment to build confidence
and reduce the chances of miscalculation, to pursue security
needs in a restrained and responsible manner and not engage in
nuclear and missile arms races.

The two countries would seek to narrow their differences and
increase mutual understanding on non-proliferation and security
issues, the document said, for this would help them realise the
full potential of Indo-US relations and contribute significantly to
regional and global security.

The document took cognisance of the shared ideals of democracy
and said the two countries would share experience in nurturing
and strengthening democratic institutions and fighting terrorism.

India’s success in opening its economy, its achievements in sci-
ence and technology and its commitment to a new wave of eco-
nomic expansion and reform was applauded by the USA.

Expressing the determination to preserve stability and growth
in the global economy, the two countries promised to fight pover-
ty. They said opening trade and resisting protectionism were the
best means to do it. The developed countries should embrace poli-
cies that offer developing countries opportunities to grow.

The document says that there have been times “in our past
when our relationship” drifted without a steady course but now
“We are convinced that it is time to chart a new and purposeful
direction in our relationship.”

Stressing the importance of the bilateral relationship, the docu-
ment says: “In many ways the character of the 21st Century will
depend on the success of our co-operation for peace, prosperity,
democracy and freedom.”
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Clinton shares India’s outrage

over

all set to boos

4
bilateral ties h i

By Seema Guha ')/

NEW DELHI: The massacre of
Sikhs early Tuesday mornifig
srought home to visiting U.S. Prepi-
dent Bill Clinton, more starkly th
words, the ugly face of terrorismfin
Kashmir. Mr Clinton said as muth
in his opening remarks before Ris
brief interaction with journalists'at
Hyderabad House. “I recognise that
India has real security concerns. We
certainly share your outrage and
heartbreak over last night’s brutal
attack in Kashmir..it reminds us of
what tremendous suffering this con-
flict has caused India.”

Mr Clinton laid down the para-
meters for reducing tension in the
region. “The violence must end.
This should be a time of restraint, of
respect for the Line of Control, of
renewed lines of communication.”
He later elaborated that there was
no military solution to the prob-
lems between India and Pakistan.
He emphasised the importance of
renewing the dialogue.

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, who was also on the podium,
said he hoped the President would
repeat what he had said in New
Delhi in Islamabad. Mr Clinton
quickly added that he would. “I
can’t say something here and some-
thing else in Pakistan. You (pointing
to the press) would catch me out.”

It was left to national security ad-
viser Brajesh Mishra to explain lat-
er what the Prime Minister actually
meant when he indicated Mr Clin-
ton should repeat his statement in
Pakistan. “Violence is not on our
side. Pakistan has been responsible,
so President Clinton should tell
them to stop.”

Both Mr Vajpayee and Mr Clin-
ton looked relaxed, their body lan-
guage said it all. Mr Clinton was
dressed in a black business suit and
white shirt and wore a mustard tie
bearing a gold tinge. Mr Vajpayee
wore a spotless white dhoti-kurta
and a black jacket. They walked
down from Hyderabad House to-
gether to the lawns where newsper-
sons were waiting. Before joining
the delegation-level talks, there was
a closed-door meeting between the
two leaders and their aides which
stretched to 45 minutes. External
affairs minister Jaswant Singh and
Brajesh Mishra from the Indian
side’, and secretary of state
Madeleine Albright and national
security adviser Sandy Berger were
with Mr Clinton. The two met with-
out aides for ten minutes.

G
massacre

Vision statement ¥

n

e e

20-20: U.S. President Bill Clinton and Prime Minister Atal Behari

Ir

Jitendra Sharma

Vajpayee emerge from Hyderabad House in New Delhi on 'l\gesday
after signing a ‘vision document’ on the foture of Indo-U.S. relations.

After talking to the press, while
the presidential party was walking
back to the waiting limousine, Mr
Clinton put one arm casually
around U.S. ambassador Richard

Celeste. In the run-up to the Clinton

visit, the Indian side, both at the
ministerial and official levels, had
taken care to say that nothing spec-
tacular should be expected from the
visit. However, the ‘Vision State-
ment’ signed by Mr Clinton and Mr
Vajpayée does appear to give a new,
upbeat direction to bilateral ties.

The emphasis is on a partnership
for peace, a commitment to the
shared values of democracy, a part-
nership reinforced by ties of schol-
arship, science and technology and
the combined exploration of the
new frontiers of knowledge and
commerce that are open to the peo-
ples of both countries.

The President of the U.S. and the
Prime Minister of India will hold
regular summits, which the US.
leader already does with close allies
like the UK., France, Japan and Is-

fHE TIMES OF ININA
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rael. They will also be in regular
touch on the telephone and through
letters on regional and international
developments. There will be an an-
nual foreign policy dialogue be-
tween the external affairs minister
and the U.S. secretary of state.

The current security and non-
proliferation dialogue will also con-
tinue between Strobe Talbott and
Jaswant Singh. Expert groups will
be established to take up various
non-proliferation and security is-
sues. Foreign office consultations
will also become a regular feature,
headed by the foreign secretary on
the Indian side and the under-sec-
retary for political affairs of the U.S.

The two leaders believe that con-
stant co-operation between India
and the U.S. will be a “factor of sta-
bility” in a politically and culturally
diverse and rapidly changing Asia.
Significantly, a dialogue on Asian se-
curity will also be part of the consul-
tations. This could, in future, be a bal-
ancing act to counter the growing
clout of China in the long-term.
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/B{dogue leaves many

‘questions unanswered’

HT Correspondent HF )%clear non:

New Delhi, March 21

THE LEFT parties maintained
that the Vajpayee-Clinton dialogue
today only reinforced their appre-
hensions that US President Bill
Clinton’s visit was aimed at fur-
thering the imperialist interests in
the region.

A formal reaction is, however,
expected tomorrow after these
parties, in separate meetings,
assess the ramifications of the
statements made and documents
exchanged by US President
Clinton and Prime Minister
Vajpayee.

But, as CPI-M Polit Bureau
member Prakash Karat pointed
out, the dialogue has raised a num-
ber of queries. The US President,
he noted, had not talked about
universal disarmament, which
India has systematically advocated.
Instead, he had reiterated the
American position in focussing on

rjbxferanon, which is
seen as a sfepping stone towards

“There i is not a word about with-
drawal of sanctions,” Mr Karat
said, while referring to the US's
keen interest in the vast untapped
Indian market.

His party was also uncomfortable
about the proposed creation of an
international community of
democracies and the organisation
of the Asian Centre for
Democratic Governance, which
would be backed by the CII, the
Bureau of Parliamentary Studies
and the US State Department-
backed National Endowment for
Democracy.

Sharply critical of the Indo-US
“Vision” document, CPI's Atul
Anjan countered by querying
“Where is the vision in it?”
According to him, the Vajpayee-
Clinton meet bids “goodbye to
India’s non-aligned movement”.
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India, US

R

P

sign pact

on science, tech )~

HT Correspondent ‘H/{ .
New Delhi, March 21 °

INDIA AND the United States
today signed an agreement to
establish an Indo-US Science and
Technology Forum to facilitate and
promote interaction of govern-

The Forum will focus on isses of
common concern and activities of
mutual benefit while expl¢ring
trends in science and technology
and on research and development,
transfer of technology and cre-
ation of a Comprehensive Elec-
tronic Reference Source for Indo-

ment, academia ——— US Science and
and industry in sci- JIN[1e: (o ]i R[0T QG Technology  Co-
nd other relaioy |PRIME MINISTER AB.| BHEiess ooy
areas. Vajpayee accepted President | 515, commission
The agreement | Clinton’s invitation to Visit| gy gies and papers
was signed by |the US later this year. “The | o4 agit in facili-
Minister for |Prime Minister has accepted | 540 and promot-
Science and | My invitation to visit the US| /0 :5in collabora-
Technology Murli | 1ater this year,” Mr Clinton | o of projects.
Manohar . Joshi |Said: HTC, New Delhi | 1, pe registered

and US Secretary
of State Mad-eleine Albright on
the first day of US President Bill
Clinton's official visit to India, an
External

Affairs inistry
spokesman said.

as a non-profit
society under the India Society
Act, the forum will be able to
receive funds from public and pri-
vate sources to carry out its activi-

ties, the spokesman said/
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inton’s visit s oﬁlifﬁeld
trade dugdeﬁ or India

HIGH-level business del

egation is accompanying

President Clinton on his
visit to South Asia. The expecta-
tion is that India, as one of the
top ten big emerging markets
(BEMs) on the globe, will pro-
vide new opportunities to US
husiness in trade and invest-
ment. India has done a lot to
accommodate US interests in
recent months.

The expectation is that the
US will, finally, take a friendly
view on the inter-
ests of Indlan
trade interests. A
of now, Indian goods are low pri-
ority in the US market access
system. Nafta, Caribbean Basin,
Israel, Africa come before India
in.terms of special preferences.
The generalised system of pref-
erences (GSP) which allows
duty free entry for developing
countries and LDC goods cover-
age for India has all but disap-
peared, thanks to US actions
under the trade sanctions law.

In the recent Budget, the
Indian government has bent
backwards to make the import
system compliant with US inter-
ests and pressures. The IT agree-
ment at WIO was conceived,
born and developed on US soil.
India has implemented it fully.

he country is well on ity way
to a zero tariff regime in IT hard-
ware. The finance minister has
brushed aside all protests from
the local industry. The textile
agreement between the two coun-
tries at the end of 1994, before the
formation of the new WTO, has
been implemented fully in year
2000. Successive finance and
commerce ministers, which
include stalwarts like Manmohan
Singh, have given in to pressures
of California alménd growers. In

EXPORT-IMPORT NOTES/ARUN GOYAL i

the recent Budget the almond
duty is down to just Rs 35 per kg
from the previous rate of Rs 55
per kg.

As of now, there are two dis-
tinct sectors in the customs tar-
iff, those which have a low duty
rate on account of commitments
under a US inspired agreement
and others which have a high
duty rate because of no direct
US interest involvement.

The commitments under the
intellectual property regime
have been more than met with a
substantial amendment of the
patent system which substitutes
a consumer welfare oriented
process patent system by a prod-
uct patents which gives the

The Economic T im.;
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major share in the cake to the
right holders in other countries.

The government has given a
public commitment on removal
of QRs (quantitative restric-
tions) on 1427 product lines in

the next one year or so. The list
is posted on the commerce min- .

istry server on the internet.

India has also supported the
US position on removal of agri-
culture subsidies in world trade
at the WTO. It has taken the
middle ground in the matter
eschewing the hawk-
ish positions of the
airns group on the
one side and European Union
and Japan on the other.

It even went to the extent of
agreeing to the inclusion of mar-
ket access in the Seattle agenda
and joined the “Friend of the
Seattle Round” group formed at
Budapest in mid-1999.

The other side of the deal:

The perception in India is that
in spite of accommodating US
interests at the cost of substan-
tial distortion in the tariff struc-
ture, the country does not get
priority in the US. Newly wed
couples are separated immedi-
ately after tying the knot as the
girl waits for her turn at the visa
counter in Chanakyapuri.

® Academy of Business Studies
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Indo-US relagq S

hé/m massacre of innocent Sikhs 1n KaShmir ha

again trained the spotlight on the disturbed Valley. As it
was meant to do. Innocent male members of the Sikh dominat-
ed village in Anantnag district were dragged out of their hous-
es and killed in a brutal act of violence designed to send shock
waves through the entire country. There has been no respite in
the suffering of the innocent people in the Valley who have
been the target of relentless violence for over a decade now.
This is the first incident, however, of Sikhs being attacked by
the terrorists which gives an altogether new dimension to the
violence. India has had no hesitation in blaming Pakistan for
the massacre with Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee declar-
ing, at a joint press conference with US President Bill Clinton,
that “we have the will and means to eliminate this menace.”
President Clinton, however, was reluctant to pin the blame on
Pakistan saying that it was difficult to reach a conclusion as
there was no information as to who was responsible for the
massacre. This apart, the focus has shifted to the Valley and
what the President had described on the eve of his visit to the
region as the hottest trouble spot in the world. He did not repeat
these words during the brief interaction with the press but made
it clear that he expected restraint from both the countries
involved, a respect for the Line of Control and a resumption of
dialogue. He said that there could be no military solution to the
problem. A response that has basically reiterated the US line as
spelt out by Washington over the last few days on Kashmir and
peace in the region. There has been no significant departure
from the stated position with the President outlining the short-
term US formula for peace in the region. Insofar as non prolif-
eration is concerned both sides have agreed to work for a com-
mon consensus, even as they have agreed to respect their pre-
sent differences on the issue. The press briefing by the two
leaders placed Kashmir firmly on the agenda although the Pres-
ident kept drawing a distinction between his private talks with
Prime Minister Vajpayee and the public position articulated by
both sides. The coming days and weeks will unfold the true pic-
ture with President Clinton being free of diplomatic shackles
once he returns to Washington after presumably some plain
speaking in [slamabad. On the plus side President Clinton has
said that he will take up the issue of terrorism with Pakistan
Chief Executive General Pervez Musharraf which should give
the government here some heart. He has also invited Prime
Minister Vajpayee to Washington with both countries deciding
to hold regular summits between heads of state and officials.
Washington and Delhi are presently favourably inclined
towards firming up a new relationship, but much will depend
on how matters proceed on Kashmir and non-proliferation.
President Clinton, publicly at least, has decided to keep a check
on rhetoric and will wait to make a full assessment of the situ-
ation in the region upon his return to Washington. And on thj
really will depend the future on India-US relations. )’7
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Clinton links growth

of ties Wlth

‘(W\ vV

Vinod Sharma
New Delhi, March 22

that floored his -select audience in

A Parliament's Central Hall this morn-
ing, President William Jefferson Clinton
was able to appeal to Indian sensitivities
while reaffirming, through a combination
of subtle hints and plain-speaking, his
position on contentious issues on which
the two sides have, for the present,
agreed to disagree.

The tapestry of words that Mr Clinton

wove combined lavish praise -- for India's
tradition of democratic tolerance -- with
a somewhat blunt articulation of
Washington's expectations of New Delhi
on the WTO negotlatlons, the CTBT
question, resamption of the stalled Indo-
Pak dxalogue and the fight against
terrorism.
- If the visiting President offered to work
with India to strengthen co-operation
against terror, in the context Kandahar
and the recent killings in Kashmir, he
firmly linked full realisation of Indo-US
ties with a "genuine partnership” against
proliferation.

Mr Clinton's pointed reference to the
"role" of American diplomacy in prevail-
ing upon the Pakistanis to return to their
side of the LoC during the Kargil war,
was another straw in the wind for his
Indian interlocutors, opposed as New
Delhi is to any kind of third party media-
tion in Kashmir.

Making a strong case for accession by
India, as also the US, to the CTBT, the
President remarked: "If India's nuclear

IN A masterly display of oratorial skill

fest shook the wor'd, India's leadership

Tor nori- prohf"iaubn can cettainly move
the world...

In his view, not only should New Delhi
and Washington (where the US Senate
has refused to ratify the Treaty) -join
CTBT but strengthen export controls and

ork to launch negotiations on a treaty to
ehd production of fissile materials for
niclear weapons.

"Only India can know if it truly is safer
todgy than before the tests... Only India
knows if its can afford sustained invest-
ment in conventional and nuclear forces
while meeting its goals for human devel-
opment,” the President meaningfully
observed..

‘No shift in stance’

US SECRETARY of State Madeleine
Albright has discounted reports of a
shift in Washington's stance on the
Indo-Pak issue.

Be it the question of peace and secu-
rity in South Asia or the nuclear non-
proliferation issue, the US's position
continues to remain unalloyed, she
has held.-

Ms Albright is reported to have
made these observations while inter-
acting with the American media
accompanying President Bill Clinton.

The Indian side declined to join
issue. A spokesman of the External
Affairs Ministry, responding to a vol-
ley of questions on Ms Albright's com-
ments, confined himself to the remark
that while interpretation may be free,
facts are there for all to see in theu'
"entirety”.

Detailed report on Page 12

He recalled the US' own Cold War
experience with the erstwhile USSR to

_warn a disagreeing New Delhi against the

dangers of a nuclearised South Asia: "In
a nuclear stand-off, there is nothing more
dangerous than the belief that there is no
danger."

India's nuclear policies, Mr Clinton
maintained, had consequences beyond its

- SSUB

borders — eroding barriers against the
spread of nuclear weapons; distouraging
nations that have chosen to forswear
these weapons (and) encouraging others
to keep their options open.

On Kashmir, the visiting leader shared
the Vajpayee Government's concern and
outrage over the continuing violence. But
he insisted that India, as a democracy,
had a special opportunity to demonstrate
to its neighbours that democracy was
about dialogue.

"It does not have to be about frlendshxp,
but it is about building working relation- -
ships among J)eople who differ," Mr
Clinton argued, quoting the late Israeli
Premier, Yitzhak Rabin, who had told
him, before signing the Oslo Accords
with the Palestinians, that "you don't
make peace with your friends.”

The US' mediatory role in the Middle
East Peace Process is well known.
Against this backdrop, Mr Clinton's rec-
ollection of his dialogue with Mr Rabin
and the American intervention in Kargil,
aren't happy signals for the Indian estab-
lishment and its abiding trust in
bilateralism.

Regardless of the President's claim that
his tour of South Asia wasn't aimed at
mediating in the Kashmir dispute, his for-
mulation, when read in its entirety, left

" enough scope for third party influence in

Indo-Pak affairs.

While agreeing that only India and
Pakistan can work out the problems
between them, he promised to convey the
same to Gen Musharraf in Isiamabad:
"But if outsiders cannot resolve this prob-
lem, I hope you will create the opportu-

nity to do it yourself, calling on the sup-
port of others who can help where possi-
ble, as American diplomacy did in ut;
the Pakistanis to go back behind the
in the Kargil crisis."

More reports on Pages 8, 12 and 14
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Parliament is traditionally a talking shop where the stock-in-trade i
rhetoric; the real business of the day is often done in closed-door ses-
sions. This being the case, it is not surprising that when the leader of the
world’s oldest democracy formally addressed the representatives of the
biggest democracy, the candour of the views expressed should be tem-
pered with politic doublespeak. After Jimmy Carter undertook a similar
exercise 22 years ago, Bill Clinton is the next US president to give our
legislators a view from the White House. Since this is largely a ceremoni-
al event, style of presentation is equally if not more important than con-
tent. By this criterion, Mr Clinton managed to score over his hosts: Prime
Minister Vajpayee and other Indian speakers read out from prepared
texts and only too often tended to miss the trees of practical details for
the wood of poetic metaphor. The US president who is known for his
lawyerly skills of discourse proved once again that he is a communicator
par excellence, compelling attention even amongst those who may vehe-
mently disagree with him. While Mr Vajpayee quoted American poet
Walt Whitman about visionary passages to India, Mr Clinton manage
to navigate the potentially dangerous waters of non-proliferatioh,
cross-border terrorism, Kashmir and WTQO’s globalisation agepdas
without unduly rocking the boat or committing hs \1550 any dgfinite
course of action. %

On non-proliferation, while appreciating Indih’s perception of its se-
curity interests, he nevertheless urged both India and Pakistan to sign
the CTBT, citing the Cold War example regarding the adverse effects of
proliferation. This skilfully obfuscated the issue that the US remains the
only country in the world to have used nuclear weapons against another
nation and its own senate is yet to ratify the CTBT adducing precisely
the same reasons of national security. Similarly, while admitting that “it is
difficult to be a democracy bordered by nations whose governments re-
ject democracy”, Mr Clinton put fhe onus on India asa democracy to
demonstrate to its neighbours the democratic virtue of dialogue. Such an
exhortation is fine except that it totally bypasses the question as to who-
violated the Line of Control in Kargil; the US administration’s views on
this continue to remain ambivalent even while the president has joined
Indian leaders in expressing anguish over the recent massacre in Kash-
mir. Mr Clinton was equally nimble verbally on matters of trade and
commerce. Resorting to the Indian lexicon to describe globalisation as
an advance from “licence raj” to “panchayati raj”, the US president
sought to put a sub-continental complexion on a WTO agenda which is,
in fact, dictated largely by western, specifically US, interests. When Sili-
con Valley corporates threaten to relocate to Bangalore if US visas for
Indian computer scientists remain difficult to get, is it an example of “li-
cence raj” or “panchayati raj”? Like goods and services, labour too must
be freed from the shackles of geo-political boundaries. Only then will
there be a truly global panchayati raj. In Hyderabad, Mr Clinton is
scheduled to meet a galaxy of India businessmen and entrepreneurs
who, it is to be hoped, will be more successful than our politicians in get-
ting the US president to spell out the real bottomline for India as distinct
from Bill’s line of sweet sales-talk.
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THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2000

VV
/3/ UPSWING IN INDO-U.S. RELATIONS

T\IQE U.S. PRESIDENT, Mr. Bill Clinton’s visit to
India has inaugurated what could be a brighter
and more promising chapter in the history of the
relationship between India and the United States
which has for long been a troubled and difficult
one. The first American President to visit India in
two decades, Mr. Clinton’s interactions with the
political leadership in New Delhi resulted in a de-
cision to upgrade and intensify the diplomatic
contacts between both sides — regular summit
meetings between the Indian Prime Minister and
the U.S. President, an annual foreign policy dia-
logue at the level of the Minister for External Af-
fairs and the U.S. Secretary of State and other
regular foreign policy consultations. The decision
to institutionalise the Indo-U.S. dialogue and to
create an “architecture” of high-level consulta-
tions, marks an acknowledgment on both sides,
particularly the U.S,, of the strategic utility of dee-
pening the engagement between the two coun-
tries that were clearly until now conforming to the
description of “estranged democracies.”

However it is undeniable that the sharp gap
remains on crucial policy issues, such as India’s
nuclear weapons and the manner of engaging or
not engaging Pakistan. No diplomatic “‘spin” or
attempt to finesse these differences, as for in-
stance suggesting a greater convergence between
the Indian and American official views on terror-
ism, will camouflage the actual fact that beneath
the veneer of cordiality and bonhomie, the Amer-
ican strategic view of the subcontinent has not
changed in essence. Yet the more frequent diplo-
matic exchanges between India and the U.S. that
have now been envisaged should certainly make it
easier for both sides to place their differences in a
context that is far less strained.

Mr. Clinton proved to be a charming interloc-
utor and seemed to be at his persuasive best. The
third American President to address the Indian
Parliament after Dwight Eisenhower in 1959 and
Mr. Jimmy Carter in 1978, his address to Parlia-
ment got an unusually warm welcome from the
gathering of MPs, many of whom unabashedly
scrambled and jostled to get to shake his hand.
But while Mr. Clinton took care to say that he was
not attempting to tell India what to do, it was
evident that his policy prescriptions for the South
Asian region remained unchanged for the most
part. It was also very clear, even as Mr. Clinton
urged India to sign the CTBT, expressed his disap-
proval of India’s possession of nuclear weapons
and repeatedly stressed that India must have a
dialogue with Pakistan, that if at all the gap be-
tween the positions of both sides on the sensitive

strategic issues had been narrowed, it was,because
of Indian compromises. o

hari Vajpayee’s subsequent enunciation of Indi
nuclear policy, are visible in the language of the
“vision” document that emanated from the meet-
ing of Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. Clinton on Tuesday.
Jettisoning the traditional Indian diplomatic em-
phasis on disarmament and indicating an
acceptance of the American emphasis on non-
proliferation, the document affirms India’s wil-
lingness to “work together” with the U.S. to-
prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons and
their means of delivery.

There was much in Mr. Clinton’s remarks and
interactions to suggest that he was receptive to
India’s concerns on terrorisin, as for instance, his
expression of outrage at the massacre of Sikhs in
the Kashmir Valley and the pointed fact of his
meeting with the relatives of Rupin Katyal, mur-
dered by the hijackers of the Indian Airlines plane
last December. Mr. Clinton’s references to the
shared democratic values even as he expressed his
empathy for India’s difficulties as “‘a democracy
bordered by nations whose Governments reject
democracy,” indicated a new and welcome aware-
ness of India’s situation. But it must be noted that
Mr. Clinton and his officials were careful not to
point a finger at Pakistan in the context of their
denunciations of terrorism. There were in fact sev-
eral exhortations to India to resume a dialogue
with Pakistan and not to believe that a military
solution could work in Kashmir.

The conclusions that emerge at the end of the
political part of Mr. Clinton’s sojourn in India are
unmistakable. While the upswing and the greater
momentum in Indo-U.S. relations is welcome and
indeed necessary, its best expression would be
found in deepening and expanding economic and
cultural exchanges. India which has been insisting 4
that there ought not to be any external mediation
in its problems with Pakistan must resist the
temptation to use the U.S. as an interlocutor, how-
ever well disposed it seems at the moment. The
only course forward is to delink Indo-U.S. rela-
tions from India-Pakistan ties. The imperative is to
deal with Pakistan directly, especially since India
would require such dealings to be on India’s own
terms. The relationship with the United States,
which is a promising and potentially multifaceted
one, should not be held hostage to India’s regional
stakes.
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& raise eyebrows .\

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, MARCH 22. The Presi-
dent, Mr. K. R. Narayanan’s sharp
criticism of the United States
Tuesday night at a banquet he
hosted for the visiting American
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, is rais-
ing eye-brows here and abroad.

Mr. Narayanan's thinly veiled
references to American dom-
inance and his strongly worded
rejection of the U.S. concerns
about nuclear tensions in the
Subcontinent in his banquet
speech are being seen here as
needlessly harsh.

Reports in the U.S. media high-
lighted Mr. Narayanan’s com-
ments and expressed surprise at
the bitter tone in the banquet.

Informed sources here say that
the Government did not clear the
speech of Mr. Narayanan and the
remarks were his own.

The practice in the last few
years has been that the President
makes his own banquet speeches

and does not seek prior GoveN-
ment clearance.

According to the sources the
Government may not have any
quarrel with the basic proposition
of the President that India is com-
mitted to building a pluralistic
and democratic world order. But
the manner in which the ideas
were presented might have intro-
duced a sourness into the cele-
brations about a new Indo-U.S.
relationship.

If diplomacy is mostly about
finding the right words for the oc-
casion, observers here say, Mr.
Narayanan’s speech turned out to
be too prickly.

The sources say that no one
from either the visiting U.S. dele-
gation or the local U.S. embassy
have lodged any formal or infor-
mal objections to Mr. Naraya-
nan’s remarks.

Mr. Clinton himself chose to ig-

nore Mr. Narayangm's critical
comments. /
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‘HELPING IS NO MEDIATION’

Clmton lauds Indla, caII

“ for nuclear restraint’

y Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, ARCH 22. The United
States Presi{Jent, Mr. Bill Clinton,
today went &l out to win over the
elected representatives of the In-
dian people, lavishing praise on
India and its achievements, em-
phasising the important political
and social lessons it offered the
world. But he also did some tough
talking, making a powerful, even
emotional, plea for nuclear re-
straint and the resumption of a
Indo-Pak dialogue to settle the
dispute over Kashmir.

“For the sake of innocents who
always suffer the most, someone

themselves, “calling on the sup-
port of others who can help where
possible.”

He did make the point, not so
subtly, that, after all, American di-
plomacy had recently been suc-
cessful in “urging the Pakistanis
to retreat behind the Line of Con-
trol in the Kargil crisis.” It was al-
most as if Mr. Clinton was
reminding India that “helping”
need not be seen as ‘“‘mediation”
and this need not always be a
dirty word.

Standing ovation:

His 35-minute speech in the
Central Hall of Parliament today
was marked by a standing ovation

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, addressing the joint session

of Parliament on Wednesday. — Photo:

must end the contest of inflicting
and absorbing pain,” he gently
emphasised. “You don’t make
peace with your friends,” he said,
quoting the late Israeli Prime
Minister, Yitzhak Rabin. ‘“Engage-
ment with adversaries is not the
same thing as endorsement.” His
message was: time to leave be-
hind old suspicions and take fresh
initiatives. While Mr. Clinton
made it clear that he had not
come to South Asia “to mediate
the dispute over Kashmir,” he did
not hesitate to point out “if out-
siders cannot resolve this prob-
lem” the two countries should
“create the/opportunity” to do it

V. V. Krishnan

and punctuated by the thumping
of desks in thunderous applause.

The entire range of issues was
covered — he believed that both
India and the U.S. should join the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty,
that the dialogue on nuclear is-
sues must go on towards resolv-
ing of differences, that in the
economic and other spheres a
working partnership must be es-
tablished.

Above all, he sought to dispel
Indian suspicion built over dec-
ades of the Cold War that the U.S.
was not interested in seeing the
emergence of a strong and secure
India. ‘““America very much wants

THE HINDU
13IMAR2MD

you to succeed,” he said.

Lavish in his praise, Mr. Clinton
expressed gratitude t@ Mahatma
Gandhi for his life, work and
thought, “‘without which the great
civil rights revolution in the U.S.
would never have succeeded on a
peaceful plane.”

Praise for Kerala

- AN ,
14
He extolled the Kerala Mf

women’s empowerment, and
enumerated the many lessons the
world had learnt from India, es-
pecially the important one of
keeping together in peace people
of different ethnicity and faiths.
He saw India as a kaleidoscope of
competing images atomic
weapons with ‘ahimsa’, poverty
with a large middle class, there
were communal tensions and yet
India was the most successful
melting pot in history.

When it all ended, MPs created
a near chaotic situation, literally
scrambling to reach out and
shake hands with him, and he
obliged, mixing with the “back-
benchers” disarmingly.

He listed four challenges before
India and the U.S. that would de-
fine the partnership in the years
ahead — the need to get the eco-
nomic relationship right, to sus-
tain global economic growt

while lifting the lives of the rlcn/

and poor alike, to achieve growth
in the information age while pro-
tecting the environment and re-
versing global climate change,
and finally the need to protect the
gains of democracy.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, responded by
talking about India and the U.S.
as “natural allies” and quoted
American poet Walt Whitman,
“Sail forth — steer for the deep
water only ... For we are bound
where mariner has not yet dared
to go.”

Earlier, Mr. Krishan Kant, Vice-
President and Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha, welddomed Mr. Clin-
ton and his delegation, and the
event was wouynd up by the
Speaker, Mr. G M. C, Relayogi,
who said the American Presi-
dent’s address would mark a “sig-
nificant milestone” in the history
of Indo-U.S. relations.

Jostling in Parliament: Page 14
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~Clinton’s soft words
rry hard me

£

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 22. —
Differences may have narrowed
somewhat, but accord on criti-
cal issues is still a long way off.

That was the message the US
President sent out today in
Parliament’s Central Hall as
he renewed his call for India to
sign the CTBT, to resume dia-
logue with Pakistan, and
recalled how US diplomacy had
worked during Kargil. He, how-
ever, declared that he had not
come to “mediate” on Kashmir.

Everything Mr Bill Clinton
said during his final joint
appearance (on this trip) with
the Prime Minister were sugar-
coated. He appealed to use
areas of commonality for build-
ing piers upon which the
bridges of accord would stand.

But the indications were
clear: the building process was
still on, notwithstanding the
odd convergence on concerns
over what obtains across the
western border, or the stress on
India’s right to take its own
decisions.

In an equally non-strident
fashion, Mr AB Vajpayee
reasserted that a realistic
assessment of security compul-
sions underlay the establishing
of a credible minimum nuclear
deterrence. While India was
committed to peaceful resolu-

Pak schedule

Mr Bill Clinton till tonight
lacked a firm schedule for his
Pakistan trip amid speculation
the delay was over whether he
would address Pakistanis. over
TV, says Reuters from
Islamabad.

tion of differences, recent
events had eroded the trust
upon which a relationship
could be built with Pakistan.
After dealing at considerable
length on the common bond of
democracy, eradication of pov-
erty and disease, economic
transformation with social jus-
tice, Mr Clinton squarely add-
ressed the issues which the
USA deems critical to an up-
gradation of bilateral links.
Prime among them: the danger

\

Mr Bill Clinton and daugher Chelsea walk in the Taj Mahal

gardns on Wednesday. — AP/PTI

ssage

from weapons of mass destruc-

" tion.

Mr Clinton cited how the USA
has been dismantling its
nuclear arms in conjunction
with Russia. “Most of the world
is moving toward the elimina-
tion of nuclear weapons. That
goal is not advanced if any
country, if any region, moves in
the other direction.”

He said India alone could
answer questions about its
security being enhanced after
weaponisation, the impact of
its neighbours following suit,
and so on. He could only speak
“as a friend” from his country’s
Cold War experience. “We
learnt that deterrence alone
cannot be relied upon to pre-
vent accident or miscalcula-
tion.”

Without actually questioning

the Indian contention that the
region is not a nuclear flash-
point, Mr Clinton observed that
“in a nuclear stand-off there is
nothing more dangerous than
believing there is no danger”.
Appreciating India’s voluntary
moratorium on further N-test-
ing, h& ¥aid the USA and India
should, in self-interest, sign the
CTBT, and work together on
the FMCT and export controls.

Just how much importance
the USA attaches to the CTBT
was evident when the Presi-
dent called for continuing dia-
logue on proliferation, elevat-
ing it to a genuine partnership.
“If we make progress in nar-
rowing our differences, we will
be both more secure and our
relationship can reach its full
potential.”

He offered some music to

Indian ears when he said that
he “shared concerns about the
course Pakistan is taking” and
that he knew “it is difficult to
be a democracy bordered by
nations whose governments
reject democracy”. Yet, he
advocated a revival of dialogue.
India has a special responsi-
bility to show its neighbours
that “democracy is about dia-
logue. It does not have to be
about friendship, but is about
building working relationships
among people who differ.”
Then he recalled Yitzhak
Rabin’s words: “You don’t make
peace with friends.” He said
engagement with adversaries
is not the same thing as
endorsement, and that he could

B See CLINTON: page 9
& More reports on page 10
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CLINTON:

(Continued from page 1) -

see no other way of ensuring
an enduring solution.

Only India and Pakistan can
work out their problems, he
said, but also asserted that the
USA could have a role. “If out-
siders cannot resolve this prob-
lem, I hope you'll create the
opportunity to do it yourselves,
calling on the support of others
who can help where possible,
as American diplomacy did in
urging the Pakistanis to go
back behind the Line of
Control in the Kargil crisis.”

That Mr Clinton’s condemna-
tion of terrorism was not seen
in the context of India linking it
to cross-border sponsorship was
also evident. For there was no
reference to Pakistan in his
sharing of the outrage at the
IC-814 hijack and the J&K
massacre. “We will work with
you to build a system of justice,
to strengthen our cooperation
against terror,” he said, careful-
ly avoiding any pointers to the
origin of the terrorist outfits.

Mr Vajpayee too spoke highly
of democratic traditions, plu-
ralism and opposition to reg-
imes that perpetuate discrimi-
nation and inequality. But Mr
Vajpayee also re-emphasised
why India took the nuclear
plunge despite staying commit-
ted to universal disarmament.

“Our decision to maintain a
minimum credible nuclear
deterrent is prompted by a
realistic assessment of our
security compulsions even as
we continue our traditional
policies of acting with restraint |
and responsibility. Our defence
posture has always been defen-
sive in nature,” he said. “We
are aware of the importance
that you attach, Mr President,
to the subject of non-prolifera-
tion. We believe that as democ-
racies we have to take all steps
on the basis of wide consensus
and cooperation.”

Without naming Pakistan,
Mr Vajpayee said: “India has
always tried to develop its
relations with neighbours in
an atmosphere of mutual trust
and on the basis of mutually
advantageous initiatives. Re-
cent developments have unfor-
tunately eroded that relation-
ship of trust with one of them.

“Our approach is realistic. We
believe that mature nation
states must seek durable and
pragmatic solutions only thro-
ugh peaceful bilateral dialogue.

- Aggressive use of force is no

longer an acceptable language
in international relations.”
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Jaswant, Albright

zv&ﬁ" hold talks KO- %

y Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 22. India and
the U.S. today discussed the nitty-
gritty of their Annual Foreign Pol-
icy dialogue and ways to add sub-
stance to their wideranging
institutional contacts.

According to the Foreign@fﬁce
spokesman, the 50- minute'meet-
ing between the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh and
the U.S. Secretary of State, Ms.
Madeleine Albright, focussed on
the nuts and bolts of the foreign
policy dialogue and related
themes which were spelt out dur-
ing the meeting between the U.S. |
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, and '
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee. ‘

Bill’'s gift to Balayogi
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 22. The U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, has
presented a golden-framed copy
of the Charter of Declaration of
Independence of the U.S.A. on Ju-
ly 4, 1776 to the Lok Sabha Speak-
er, Mr. G.M.C. Balayogi.

A press release by the Lok Sab-
ha Secretariat said that Mr. Clin-
ton has presented the copy to the
people of India to commemorate
the fiftieth anniversary of the In-
dian Republic. Later in the day, a
nine-member German Parlia-
mentary delegation, led by Dr.
Gregor Gysi, MP, Head of the PDS
Parliamentary Groups and Chair-
man of the Party of Democratic
Socialism, called on the Lok Sab-

ha.

i Welcoming the delegation, Mr.
Balayogi said India and Germany
are traditionally close and parlia-
mentary and other bilateral rela-
tions between the two countries
could be strengthened by fre-
quent exchange of visits.
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By Our Special Correspomzmt

NEW DELHI, MARCH 22. The U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, this
morning heard an Opposition
point of view on India’s strategic
and regional concerns. In a brief
but ‘“‘substantive’” interaction
with the Congress(I) president,
Mrs. Sonia Gandhi, and her senior
advisors, Mr. Clinton sought to
impress upon the Opposition the
importance of American non-

The U.S. delegation ‘included
the Secretary of State, Ms. Made-
leine Albright, the National Secu-
rity Advisor, Mr. Sandy Berger,
Mr. Strobe Talbott, Mr. Karl In-
derfurth and the American Am-
bassador to India, Mr. Dick
Celeste. The Congress(l) delega-
tion included Dr. Manmohan
Singh, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, Mr.
Madhavrao Scindia and Mr. Nat-
war Singh.

Mrs. Gandhi, who spoke for
about eight minutes, outlined her
party’s perception on the CTBT
and supported the idea of a mini-
mum credible nuclear deterrent;
she pointed out that while the
Congress(I) had an “open mind”
on signing the CTBT, there was no
national consensus on the issue.
She also sought to establish a
linkage between non-prolifera-
tion and disarmament and re-
ferred to the Rajiv Gandhi Plan.

Mr. Clinton said that while it
was for India to decide whether or
not to ratify the CTBT, it was more
secure without nuclear weapons.
He also acknowledged the Rajiv
Gandhi Plan, without in any way
endorsing the point. He ex-

proliferation priorities. 9"'%/0“5

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, with the Leader of the

Opposition in Lok Sabha, Mrs. Sonia Gandhi, at a dinner party
hosted by the President, Mr. K. R. Narayanan, at
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Tuesday

pressed his country’s apprehen-
sion about the spread of nuclear
weapons among non-State inter-
national players.

On India-Pakistan relationship,
Mrs. Gandhi said that the Con-
gress(l) favoured a bilateral dia-
logue but various incidents of
cross-border terrorism had vitiat-
ed the atmosphere. But, there had
to be a dialogue between the two
countries at some stage.

The Congress(l) sources de-
scribed the meeting as a “serious
exercise.”” It was not just a “cour-
tesy call”’, noted a CWC member.

In a lighter vein, Mr. Clinton ex-
pressed his puzzlement at the dif-

ference between the hi:n
percentage of vote and the nu -
ber of seats won by the Congr : -
(I) in the general election. He v w
told about the merits and den .-
rits of the “first-past-th-:-
post” principle.

As the meeting was breal vy,
up, Mr. Celeste appeared to i: |
wondering whether Mr. Vajpa - |
would oblige his critics by maki - |
his remarks in Hindi before thu
joint session of Parliament. The
Congress() delegation pointed
out that should the Prime Minis-
ter address the joint session in
Hindi he would invite some reac-
tion from the MPs from the south.
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~Clinton’s Visit unlikely

—a

“to

with her prize-winning
novel, The God of Small

Things. Now Indian novelist
Arundhati Roy dares to lecture
the government of her country
on nuclear weapons, a rather
lonely voice in a sub-continent
consumed with an almost fatal
overdose of self-destroying
hatred.

“It is such supreme folly to
believe that nuclear weapons
are deadly only if used. The
fact that they exist at all, their
very presence in our lives, will

more havoc than we can
begin to fathom. Nuclear wea-
pons pervade our thinking.

Control our behaviour. Admin-
ister our societies. Inform our
dreams. They bury themselves
like meat hooks deep into the
base of our brains. They are
purveyors of madness. They
are the ultimate coloniser.
Whiter than any white man
that ever lived. The very heart
of whiteness.”

We have already seen her
forebodings come true. In Pak-
istan, the world’s first military
coup in a nuclear weapons
state. In India, a budget in
which defence spending is
increased by a phenomenal 28
per cent. (It’s far easier to
make a bomb than educate 400
million people, continues Miss
Roy.) Sabre-rattling that
makes Khrushchev’s shoe-
banging look tame. “We are
being threatened with nuclear
weapons,” says Indian Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpa-
yee. “Do the Pakistanis under-
stand what this means? If they
think we will wait for them to
drop a bomb and face destruc-
tion, they are mistaken.” To
which adds Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Kamal Matinuddin of
Pakistan, a widely read def-
ence commentator, “If there’s a
war, we are likely to respond
earlier rather than later in the
use of nuclear weapons. With
Pakistan’s economy as it is,
what else can we do?”

And a quite ridiculous, irre-
sponsible way of playing with
nuclear matches — the deci-
sion by Pakistan last summer
in which the soon-to-be mili-
tary ruler, General Pervez
Musharraf, played a major, if
not dominant, role to infiltyate

guerrillas into the Indian side
of divided and disputed Kash-
mir in a futile attempt to dis-
lodge the Indian army.

Only some extraordinary
naive, if not perverse, misread-
ing of nuclear deterrence theo-
ry as it evolved during the
Cold War could lead a coun-
try’s leadership to believe it
could solve a long-standing
duel over territory in a positive
and productive manner by
such a ploy.

“Though we are separate
countries, we share skies, we
share winds, we share water.
Any nuclear war will be a war
against ourselves,” Miss Roy’s
soliloquy continues. But even
she underestimates the dan-

Gzl

JOMATHAN P

gers. The Soviet Union and the
USA, bitter though their Cold
War feud became, never lost a
soldier to the other side in
anger, had no territorial dis-
pute and, never in their cen-
turies of history, had been to
war with each other. India and
Pakistan are at the opposite
pole. In the short 53 years of
their independent existence
they have fought three full-
scale wars. Hardly a day goes
by without one of their soldiers
losing his life to the other side.

How and why President Bill
Clinton thinks he can con-
tribute anything useful to this
situation on his visit next week
is almost beyond words, simply
extraordinary. American policy
has connived since Nixon, with
a brief respite under Carter
(his was the last visit by a US
President, 22 years ago), to rel-
egate India to some remote
corner of the geopolitical map.
Nixon in the early days of his
opening-to-China policy made
it unambiguously clear that a
reason for taking China so
seriously -was its possession of
the nuclkeatr :bomb.: India

Avert nuclear war

HE came to the wirld’s *
attention three years, ago

regarded this as the worst pos-
sible snub. Even under Carter,
the tendency was to lecture
and punish India for keeping
its nuclear option open.

Yet at that time India had as
Prime Minister the near paci-
fist Moraji Desai. If the USA
had used more carrot and less
stick it could have won from
Desai a formal renunciation of
nuclear weapons. Under Nix-
on, under Ford, under Carter
and under Reagan, the USA
steadily dug itself into the
Pakistani pit. Irritated by
India’s Fabian tendencies and
closeness to Moscow, it appre-
ciated Pakistan’s close rela-
tionship with anti-Soviet
China. The Seviet invasion of
Afghan-istan pushed
Washington over the edge. It
gave a license to the Pakistani
military and intelligence ser-
vices to help the Afghani resis-
tance by any means necessary.
That this led to the Taliban,
the extremist Islamist militia
that now rules most of Afghan-
istan, harbours Osama bin
Laden, Washington’s number
one bete noir, controls three |
quarters of all herein reaching
the West and, to boot, has pro-
vided the Islamist fighters who
now set Pakistan’s agenda
over Kashmir, is barely
acknowledged. Belatedly, the
USA has woken up to the
allure of democratic India. The
big bang of its nuclear test
penetrated where all the good
journalism, books and diplo-
matic missives failed to reach.
It now sees that if war does not
intervene the Indian tortoise is
likely to overtake the Chinese
hare and become the leading
economic colossus of Asia.

But war is likely to intervene.
Everyone has woken up too
late. India should have hon-
oured Prime Minister Jawa-
harlal Nehru’s promise shortly
after independence was won
from Britain to hold a plebis-
cite in Kashmir and none of
this would have come to pass.
Whichever way you look, it i{
a story of missed opportunities.
“It could end in an afternoon,”
writes Arundhati Roy. There’s
nothing much that Bill Clinton
can now do. Yes, he is right to
try. We have to believe if’s

never too late, even when we
think it is. /
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Sign CTBT, curbs will go: US

- C A
HT Correspondent %\) g RKRY \ M rge-scale tariff cuts. He pointed out that tariff was

New Delhi, March 23

UNITED STATES Commerce Secretary William
Daley today bluntly told Finance Minister Yashwant
Sinha that the complete lifting of the economic sanc-
tions against India is linked to New Delhi signing the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).

During his hour-long meeting with Mr Sinha, Mr
Daley also pressed for further reduction of tariff to
facilitate heavier flow of US investments into India.
He was equally categorical in pointing out that the
Indian side would have to take concrete steps to
import larger quantities from the US to balance bilat-
eral trade, which is currently heavily loaded in favour
of India.

The US Commerce Secretary reiterated his position
to the reporters after the meeting. He said: "India
signing the CTBT will not only remove the sanctions
but reduce tensions in the world. I hope sanctions
become a thing of the past. This will take place. Even
the Group of Eight industrialised nations has asked
India to sign the CTBT."

Mr Sinha explained his difficulties in resorting to

used only as an instrument of last resort to check
ports which could destabilise the Indian economy.
e Finance Minister underlined that the government
was committed to reduce import tariffs to the levels
prevailing in its neighbouring countries and ultimate-
ly settle for two to three rates in the next two years.

The Minister also told Mr Daley that India was mov-
ing towards a single VAT regime.

A new central VAT of 16 per cent had been pro-
posed in the recent Budget, he informed Mr Daley,
adding that the government had by and large done
away with the system of approvals in case of foreign
direct investment.

He also said that an implementation board had been
set up to look into those projects that were non-
starters because of technical problems.

Mr Sinha told Mr Daley that liberalisation in India
was just one decade old and the country was gradual-
ly opening up its economy based on consensus. He
indicated that the government would mount road
shows at New York, Washington, Chicago and Atlanta
in the next few months to project India as an attractive
investment destination.
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Iridian, US firms dlinch $1:4 bn deals

tourism & environment

in ['1] power,

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 23

COINCIDING WITH the visit of
President Bill Clinton, Indian and
American  companies  have
clinched business deals worth US
$1.4 billion in information technol-
ogy, power, tourism and environ-
ment.

Joint venture agreements and
investment deals in these areas
were signed by promoters of US
and Indian companies in the pres-
ence of US Commerce Secretary
William Daley, Information
Technology Minister Pramod
Mahajan and Power Minister
Rangarajan Kumaramangalam.

Indian software major DSQ
Software clinched three major
deals with Bank of America, IBM
and NeuVIs Inc of US for two sep-

R(i/ \/( ’)}a>a :R)int ventures) \55\,'

"

In\ the power sectpr, no \n';)\?

projects ave been
ced. But, the state-owned

itted Rs 900 crore worth
loans for three projects i.e. Balaji
Power, Shree Maheshwar and
Srinagar ventures.

While S. Kumars and Ogden
Energy of New York signed an
escrow cover agreement with
Madhya Pradesh State Electricity
Board, the banks and FIs are yet to
approve this agreement for con-
cluding a loan agreement. The
IDBI, IFCI, State Bank of India
and PFC boards will shortly meet
to approve the escrow cover and
loan agreements for the 400 MW,
Rs 2200 crore Maheshwar Hydro
power project.

The US-based Ogden Energy

have enteed i a partnership
with Balaji er Corporation for
setting up a 106 MW greenfield
power project. Another US-major
Synergics Energy Development
Inc has signed an agreement with
PFC for arranging 25 per cent of
project cost towards loans.

In the environment field, Global
Market Resources Inc of US has
tied up with Healing Medicaids Pvt
Ltd for supply of hydroclave med-
ical systems to relace the tradition-
al incineration technology, reduce
air pollutants and water run off
effects, reduce wastes.

Another United States power
major, Light Stream Technologies
has entered into business agree-
ment with Subhash Projects to
introduce its chemical-free, high
powered pulsed ultraviolet light
water disinfection technology.

THE HINDUSTAN TINES
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 4 [

NEW DELHI, March 23. — Indian and US com
panies today SIgned agreements worth over $1.4
billion in the fields of power, information and
technology and environment.

The 11 agreements — four in the IT sector,
three each in power and environment and one
on tourism — were signed here in the presence
of the US Commerce Secretary, Mr William M
Daley, the Union Power Minister, Mr P R
Kumara-mangalam, and the Union
Information and Technology Minister, Mr
Pramod Mahajan.

“President Clinton’s visit to India provides a
rich opportunity to promote US commercial
interests here,” Mr Daley said, pointing out that
the US was India’s largest trading partner.

The new bilateral commercial dialogue was
meant to further enhance existing relations and
spur on greater interaction and economic cooper-
ation, he said just before the agreements were
signed.

According to Mr Kumarmangalam, 60 per cent
of the private investment in the power sector
was from the USA. He pointed out that India
proposed to achieve power on demand by 2012,
an effort which would require an additional

T ———

1ndia and USA sign 11

$1.4 billion

amty of 1,50,000 MW.

In the IT sector, the global ¢ ant IBM

igned an agreement with World.com

imited to supply a range of computer products

nd services while InfoDream, another US
multinational, signed a business agreement with
ModiCorp to create an innovative web portal for
automating the entire process of resource man-
agement in a service enterprise.

DSQ Software signed two agreements, one with
BancAmerica to form a global IT services compa-
ny specialising in the financial services sector
and another with Neu Vis Inc. on e-business.

In the energy sector, Duncans North, a sub-
sidiary of the US power company Synergics
Energy Development Inc signed an agreement
with Power Finance Corporation for the develop-
ment of the 330-MW Shrinagar Hydroelectric
Project in Uttar Pradesh.

Ogden Energy of New York signed two agree-
ments with Indian counterparts for development
of regional power projects.

The first was with the Balaji group for the 106-

MW Samayanallur project in Tamil Nadu while
the second was with Madhya Pradesh State
Electricity Board and the S Kumars group for
the 400-MW Maheshwar hydro power project in
the state.
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“India, U.S. accorg.”
on Commercial .\
0] Dialogue) /\’-@,

By Our Special Correspbn nt

NEW DELHI, MARCH 23. India dnd
the United States today agreed to
work together to achieve a global
consensus on crucial issues facing
the World Trade Organisation.
The Commerce and Industry
Minister, Mr. Murasoli Maran
said, “we don’t want another
Seattle and for this we must have
a consensus’. The U.S. Com-
merce Secretary, Mr. William Da-
ley, also stressed that ways must
be found to strengthen the global
trade system. “We do not want
the WTO standing still,” he said.

Mr. Maran said he had held “a
long discussion” with Mr. Daley
on this issue. In this context, he
said one had to be very careful
while seeking to strengthen the
WTO. Replying to questions at a
conference on Indo-U.S. trade
and investment organised by the
Confederation of Indian Industry,
he said India was eager to main-
tain a multilateral ruled-based
trading system. But he felt that a
new round of trade negotiations
should not be launched until a
consensus was reached between
member countries.

In his address, Mr. Daley point-
ed out that India, the U.S. and
other trading partners need to
work together to make sure the
international  trading  system
served everyone’s interests. “Ob-
viously we were disappointed
with what happened in Seattle,”
he said. The WTO needed to find
ways to increase trade because
nobody wins and everyone loses if
that does happen, he said.

Asked about the huge U.S. in-
vestments flowing to China, Mr.
Maran said Indo-U.S. relations
had been volatile and generally
estranged in the past. This situa-
tion had changed with the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton’s visit
opening a new chapter in bilateral
relations. At the same time, the
private sector would have to col-
laborate in the effort to boast
trade and investment.

Earlier, Mr. Maran and Mr. Da-
ley signed the terms of reference
for the Indo-U.S. commercial dia-
logue, creating an institutional
mechanism for cooperation in the
trade and investment sector. The
dialogue is intended to act as a
forum to facilitate trade and max-
imise investment opportunities
across the broad range of eco-
nomic sectors including informa-
tion technology, infrastructure,
bio-technology and services. It
will be a cooperative undertaking
to facilitate regular discussions
between Indian and the U.S. busi-
nesses as well as regular govern-
ment-to-government meetings.

The dialogue will act as a forum
where emerging issues affecting
bilateral trade will be discussed
and provide for sub- committees
to pursue specific projects. In
general, the commercial dialogue
will take place through govern-
ment-to- government meetings at
the ministerial level followed by
joint government-private sector
meetings.

THE HINDU
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JAIPUR, MARCH 23. The Pink City
accorded a warm welcome to the
U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
today on his “leisure trip”’ to Ra-
jasthan. During his brief visit to
Naila village, Mr. Clinton had a
glimpse of Indian rural life and
later saw the historic Amber Fort
in its full splendour.

The visiting President, who is
staying at the Rajvilas Hotel on
the outskirts of Jaipur, witnessed
the functioning of Panchayati Raj
institutions and the success of the
movement for empowerment of
women through self-help groups
at Naila, 22 km from here.

On arrival at the Rural Health
Training Centre in Naila’s Fateh-
garh mansion amid tight security,
Mr. Clinton was garlanded and
showered with rose petals by
women in traditional Rajasthani
attire. The President sprang a sur-
prise by dancing with the women
and later shook hands.

A green carpet was laid out in
the building to greet the visiting
U.S. dignitary, who looked re-
laxed in a grey striped shirt and
black trousers. He later met sever-
al women elected to panchayats
and those who launched small or-
ganisations to gain strength in so-
cial life.

Mr. Clinton listened to their ex-
periences in rapt attention and
posed a number of questions on
the expectation for men’s support
to them and the education pro-
spects of their children. He was
keen that more villages be provid-
ed with computers saying they
should be used as an aid for
spread of education and aware-
ness.

The President sat on a blue
couch with the women activists
and ““Sathins” — the village-level
workers of Women's Develop-
ment Programme (WDP) of the
State Government — and appre-
ciated their role in rural develop-
ment.

Ms. Batto Dev1, a- Sﬁrhm from
Dangarwara village, narrated her
experience during the struggle to
get equal wages for work, while
Ms. Murali Devi Meena, sarpanch
of a neighbouring village, related
the story of her ascendancy in
public life despite the hurdles
posed by fellow villagers.

The President was keen to
know whether the children edu-
cated in the village would migrate
to the cities after growing up or
look for employment in the vil-
lage itself. The women said there
were fewer job opportunities in
the village but hoped the societies
established by them would gener-
ate employment in the future.

At a computerised milk collec-

" India well: Clmton

By Our Staff Correspondent?&

3

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, is showered with petals by
the women of Naila village in Rajasthan on Thursday. — Reuters

tion centre operated by women of
Dhoblai village, Mr. Clinton saw
with interest the equipment pro-
vided to Dhoblai Dairy Coopera-
tive Union by the Rajasthan
Electronics and Instrumentation
Limited and observed the process
of testing the fat contents of milk
and issuance of computerised
dairy receipts.

The president of the Dairy
Cooperative Union, Ms. Kanta
Goswami, made Mr. Clinton a
member of the society by issuing
a “‘Smart Card” to him. In a light-
er vein, she invited Mr. Clinton to
supply milk to the cooperative.
The President promised to dis-
play the card prominently at
White House so that the entire
world could witness the progress
achieved by a remote Indian vil-
lage. At a meeting of the Naila vil-
lage panchayat in another hall of
the mansion, he was informed of
the three-tier Panchayati Raj
evolved since 1959 in the country
and apprised of the basic features
of the system.

To a question on his impres-
sions about India, Mr. Clinton
said the strong democratic tradi-
tions in the country had not only

made it possible for the people of
different religions and creeds to
stay united but also provided
equal opportunities of progress to
all the citizens.

Before leaving Naila, the Presi-
dent inaugurated the first Inter-
net facility provided by the State
Government’s Information Tech-
nology Department in the village
to be stationed in the Fatehgarh
mansipn. He later left for Amber
Fort by helicopter.

En route, he saw the famous
Hawa Mahal, Albert Hall, City Pal-
ace, Jantar Mantar, and Nahar-
garh and Jaigarh forts. He landed
at the Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) helipad nearby and
drove to the fort where he was
joined by his daughter, Chelsea.

Mr. Clinton and Chelsea visited
Jaleb Chowk, Baradari, Sukh Ni-
was and the Sheesh Mahal inside
the Amber Fort, original capital of
the Kachchawa rulers of Jaipur.
Both of them watched the Meena
Bazaar specially set up for them
inside the fort and later flew to the
Ranthambore wildlife sanctuary.

Dance with the women: Pagg 9
Date with the big cats: P 15
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levell do-U.S. fora to

be set up for tra e, investment

Daley seeks to link lifting of sanctions with India’s sign

By Priya Ranjan Dash
The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: An offer by the United States to work
with India in opening up markets worldwide in sec-
tors of common interest such as information-tech-
nology, services and agriculture, and the readiness of
both sides to engage in intensive organised dialogue

CTBT

Commerce minister Murasoli Maran and Mr
Daley, who is his U.S. counterpart, signed an under-
standing on the terms of reference of the commercial
dialogue they will lead. According to these terms, the
dialogue will have extensive participation of Indian
and U.S. business communities. A detailed plan for
holding the dialogue will be worked out in the next

for better trade
and investment

90 days.
This track has

flows, marked
U.S. President
Bill  Clinton’s
India visit on
Thursday.
However,
there was no
immediate posi-
tive  develop-
ment with US.
secretary of
commerce
William Daley
seeking to link
total lifting of
the U.S. sanc-
tions to India’s
signing the com-

Indian, U.S. firms sign

deals worth $§1.4 b

NEW DELHI: India and the
U.S. on Thursday entered into
agreements worth over $1.4 bil-
tion on various sectors, including
information - technology < (IT),
power and environment.
Companies from. the two sides
signed 11 business ‘agreemenis
which include four agreements in
the IT sector, three in environment,
three in power and one in tourism
sector. “India is a growing market
and U.S. firms are very eager to
enter into agreements and do busi-
ness with indian companies.” )

Acquisition norms for
knowledge firms eased

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Thursday said. it had liberalised
controls on overseas acquisitions
by ‘companies “in knowledge-
based indnstries such as software
and pharmaceuticals. Budget ini-
tiatives laid out special condi-
tions where stock swaps or funds
raised from American depositary
receipts (ADRs) or Europe-
hased global depositary receipts
(GDRs) could be used for acqui-
sitions ‘overseas, said an official
statement, .
P Detalled report on Page 17

been described
as the “public-
private  sector
dialogue” and it
will be one ele-
ment of a broad-
er economic and
commercial
interface
between the two
governments.
Also in pur-
suance of the
Indo-U.S. Vision
Statement issued
on Tuesday,
| another forum
J will be set up at

prehensive test ban treaty (CTBT), and hoping that
both will happen.

Although India and the U.S. will talk business in
three high-level fora, the core negotiations on trade
and investment policy issues will be conducted by the
PMO with the White House, or more specifically with
the US. trade representative.

the level of finance minister Yashwant Sinha and U.S.
treasury secretary Larry Summers to hold a dialogue
on finance and investment.

Mr Daley told a business seminar that the third
track for dialogue on trade and investment policy will
be led by the U.S. trade representative (USTR) and
the Prime Minister’s Office.

{HE TIMES OF INBAA
7 4 MAR 2000



4 7/
‘FRIENDS DO NOT HAV%AGREE ON ALL ISSUES’

" Let new'ideas proliferate,

w9\

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

MUMBAL, MARCM 24. The U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. Bill Clinton, made yet
another pitch for his non-prolifer-
ation theme when he asked India
to move away from the prolifer-
ation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and move in the direction of
proliferation of “new ideas, new
companies and new technolo-
gies”. If this happened, “then
your dreams are well within your
grasp”, the President said during
a course of a speech at the Mum-
bai Stock Exchange here tonight.

Recalling his visit to Naila in
Rajasthan, he said, “I do believe if
we can lead the region, or you
can, away from the proliferation
of dangerous weapons to prolifer-
ation of new ideas, new compa-
nies and technologies and away
from racial and ethnic tensions
we now see in the troubled spots
in South Asia, we can have the
sort of harmony I saw in the little
village yesterday.”

Mr. Clinton pointed out the fact
that his visit had firmed up busi-
ness agreements totalling $ 4 bil-
lion as well as opening up the
possibility of the U.S. Ex-Im Bank
providing a $ 1 billion for invest-
ments in India.

Addressing a gathering of top
business leaders and captains of
the Indian industry organised un-
der the aegis of the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI) and the
United States-India  Business
Council (USIBC), he made the
point that “friends do not have to
agree on all issues” and what was
important was to have an honest
relationship.

Underlying the importance of
the need to accept diversity, Mr.
Clinton argued that the “world
will never be that way unless
South Asia is that way”.

Recalling the time he had spent
at the Rajasthan village, Mr. Clin-
ton observed that it was truly re-
markable how the community
there had come together over the
years forgetting the fact that at
one time they could not have din-
ner together.

Today, the residents were more
concerned about immediate
problems, such as lack of water. It
is in this context that Mr. Clinton
called on India to look at the
larger picture, to break down the
barriers of caste and ethnicity and
in the process making the point
that there was “no stopping” the
country if it reached that level.

‘Use IT to fight
poverty’

By Sandeep Dikshit
HYDERABAD, MARCH 24. The U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, today

said it was critical for the U.S. and
India to work together in order to

not weapons:

Clinton

*

& 1
It4

3
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The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, along with Mr.Richard Celeste, U.S. Ambassador to
India (left) Mr. Vilasrao Deshmukh, Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Mr.G.P. Goenka,
president, FICCI and Mr. Frank Wisner, chairman-elect of USIBC at a meeting organised by
the FICCI in Mumbai on Friday. — Photo: Vivek Bendre

seize the possibilities in the infor-
mation age and ensure that there
is no digital divide between the
haves and havenots. “We know
our future depends on the right
kind of partnership with India,
specially in information technol-
ogy, the world’s newest and fas-
test growing economy,’ he
observed.

Describing information tech-
nology (IT) as the best weapon
available with humanity to fight
poverty, Mr. Clinton felt the two
nations should pool their energies
to utilise IT for sociological pur-
poses. “‘There is a lot we can do.
We must use science to find solu-
tions for people without regard to
their income. We just want to be
good partners in this endeavour,”
he noted while addressing indus-
trialists of the Confederation of

Indian Industry (CII) at Hydera-
bad’s Hitec City.

Acknowledging the role being
played by Indian- Americans in
the U.S., he pointed out that over
750 American companies are be-
ing run by this community in the
Silicon Valley alone. This initia-
tive is beginning to spread to In-
dia which is fast becoming a
software superpower. “India has
shown that developing countries
can not only succeed but also
lead.”

Indians had taken the lead in IT
only due to values of nationhood
laid down by Jawaharlal Nehru,
said Mr. Clinton. The IT revolu-
tion was being led by graduates
from institutions such as the IITs
which were set up by Nehru.

Mr. Clinton felt there should be
a reality check in the midst of cel-

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, holds the hand of nine-month
old Sandhya Balakrishna after he administered an oral polio
vaocine to the baby during his visit to Mahavir hospital in
Hyderabad on Friday. — Reuters(Report on Page 13)

ebration of tomorrow and the sat-
isfaction of being fortunate.
“While it is good that 25-year-olds
are becoming millionaires and In-
dian companies are shooting up
the Nasdagq, higher profits cannot
be the only criteria. There has to
be a higher purpose as well. While
Internet connections are growing,
more fresh water connections are
also required. While India has 30
per cent of software engineers, it
also has 25 per cent of the world’s
poor. There is a lot to do.” The
situation in the U.S. was just as
distressing and challenging, he
acknowledged.

Technology had an important
role in this regard by ensuring
that people earned decently in or-
der to preserve other biological
species. Although the theme of
the U.S. President’s address was
IT, Mr. Clinton avoided sounding
erudite and was candid enough to
confess that he was still on the
learning curve, “The terms used
by young people had different
meanings when [ was their age.
Chips were something you ate,
discs were part of the spinal co-
lumn and semi-conductors were
people wishing they were heading
an orchestra,” he said amidst
laughter. Indirectly urging those
who thought they had crossed the
age for learning about IT, Mf
Clinton said he had been contin-
uously attempting to learn more
about this sector ever since he
started his innings as the U.S.
President seven years ago. “It is
wrong to say that I chose Al Gore
as my Vice-President because he
knew 5,000 times more than me
about IT. But the difference since
then has narrowed,”” he observed.

Earlier, the Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister, Mr. N. Chandra-
babu Naidu, said the his Govern-
ment wanted to use [T as a
strategic tool to help the common
marn.

More reports on Pages 13, 14
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India’s role in
infotech hailed

O
(')u\j) vh By Pushpa lyengar G\/\

’ The Times of india News Service
HYDERABAD: Getting a standing ovation once for a
well-delivered speech is usual. But Bill Clinton, the first
American President to visit south India, got three with-
in the space of one hour on Friday afternoon: first, as he
walked into the foyer of Hyderabad’s monument to In-
formation Technology, Cyber Towers at HiTec City,
which was brimming with the movers and shakers of
India’s IT industry and the corporate world; second, as
he rose to speak; and third when b¢ finished with his
address. ¢ /‘B

He got several laughs, too, not'le3st because of his
self-deprecating humour, saying that ht 53, he was “way
too old to make any money in informgtion technology”
and that when he was a young mag in his twenties,
“chips were something you ate, windows were some-
thing you washed, disks were part of your spinal col-
umn, and when you got older, they oflen slipped out of
place, while semiconductors were frustrated musicians
who wished they were leading orchestras™.

Today, the world is a very different place, he said,
adding that he was trying to fit in. For instance, many peo-
ple believed that he had asked Al Gore to be his vice-
president because “he knew roughly 5,000 times more
about computer technology than I did”. But, he said, “I
have learned every day now, for over seven years.”

Speaking at the symposium on ‘India and the United
States: World leaders in Science and Technology’, jointly
organised by the Andhra Pradesh government, CII and
the American Chamber of Commerce here on Friday,
Mr Clinton dwelt on IT and the benefits the two coun-
tries would get through “the right kind of partnership”.

“I am here to say I admire what you are doing to
steer the ship of this state into the future. I want to steer
with you,” was the commitment he gave to chief minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu whose initiatives in I'T came
up for special mention during his speech.

However, Mr Clinton emphasised that no matter
how much new technology there is, the two things gov-
ernments must remain committed to are empower-
ment and community. His known concerns for the envi-
ronment and health were also woven into his address
that had rapt listeners like the President’s daughter
Chelsea, Tata Group chairman Ratan Tata, the third
richest man in the world Azim Premji, Infosys Technol-
ogy’s N.R. Narayana Murthy as well as home-grown in-
dustrialists like Dr Reddy Labs’ Anji Reddy, Satyam
Computers chairman B. Ramalinga Raju, as well as Mr
Naidu’s new image-maker Alyque Padmamsee, in the
1,200-strong audience.

The American President acknowledged the starring
role of India, and in particular Indians, in infotech and
said that Indian Americans ran more than 750 compa-
nies in Silicon Valley alone. “I’'m told that if a person
calls Microsoft for help with software, there’s a pretty
good chance they’ll find themselves talking to an ex-
pert in India rather than Seattle,” he said, adding that
India was fast becoming one of the world’s software su-
perpowers, proving that in a globalised world, develop-
ing nations “not only can succeed, developing nations
can lead”.

He said that India and the U.S. “have to do more to-
gether”, adding that the U.S.-India Business Council
and the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce
and Industry would launch a dialogue to take the in-
fotech trade to new heights, to create more jobs and
more opportunities for both nations.

Adding a note of caution, Mr Clinton said that while
it was a good thing the market was creating a lot of 25-
year-old multi-millionaires, and it was a good thing that
the latest Indian start-ups were shooting up the Nas-
dag, “the whole enterprise cannot be just about higher
profits, there must also be a higher purpose”.

THE TIMES OF INDA
7 5 MAR 200



PMO clarrifies on
controversy over
President’s remgﬁks

The Times of India News Service -

KR. Naréi(anan A.B.Vajpayee

NEW DELHEI: The controversy
over differences between Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee and Presi-
dent K.R. Narayanan over the lat-
ter’s remarks at the March 22 ban-
quet held for United States Presi-
dent Bill Clinten appears to have
cooled off after a clarification was
issued by the Prime Minister’s Of-

fice on Friday. :
The PM’s press advifor’denied
any policy differences b¢tween the

PM and the President} over Bill
Clinton’s visit. Newspaper reports
in this regard have drawn “unwar-
ranted and indeed tendentious”

conclusions on this score, the stat
ment said.

It pointed out that the gdvern-
ment’s policy on non-alignment

had been clearly enunciated in the
President’s address to the joint ses-
sion of parliament on February 23
where it was stated that “India’s
foreign policy of non-alignment
and peaceful co-existence is rele-
vant to the multi-polar world today.
This is based on the principles of
protecting our vital interests and
promoting our national ideals”.

Mr Vajpayee had seen several
news reports criticising the Presi-
dent’s speech at the banquet, the
statement said, and cited the PM as
urging “the media to desist from
publicising controversies where
none exist”. The statement main-
tained that “while the articulation
may vary, the substance of the state-
ments made by the President
the Prime Minister is the samg>
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/mton paints
, TOSY plcture
}ﬁ partnership

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

MUMBAI, March 24. -
Standing in the Stock Ex-
change’s historic, old trading
ring, Mr Bill Clinton today
painted a bullish picture of an
Indo-US partnership, playing
down the differences.

South Asia needs to show the
world that the “humanity we
share is more important than
the differences” among nations,
the US President told a Ficci
meeting.

It’s difficult to imagine India
as she would like herself to be
“10 to 20 years from now” with-
out “a deeper and better part-
nership with the USA”, he ass-
erted. But equally, “it would be
difficult to imagine the world
that I'd like to leave for my
children, without a deeper and
better partnership with India”.

He said he had come to lay
the foundation for such a world
before his term ends.

Mr Clinton spoke optimisti-
cally of tying up with India on
education, environment and
commerce, and about fighting
terrorism “as partners”.

He stressed the need to pre-
serve tigers and the environ-
ment and repeated his warning
on global warming. There’s a
“trillion-dollar market” and
enormous job opportunities in
tapping alternative sources of
cleaner energy and finding eco-
friendly means of existence.

What Internet has done for
the USA, IT will do for India in

WARNING TO PAK

JAIPUR, March 24. — Mr
Bill Clinton will warn Gen.
Pervez Musharraf when they
meet tomorrow in Islamabad
that Pakistan could collapse
economically if it continues
to confront India over Kash-
mir. The US President will
also tell Pakistan’s military
ruler that if an Indo-Pak war
breaks out, Washington will
not intervene to help Islama-
bad. This was stated by US
national security adviser Mr
Sandy Berger last night as
he provided the first authori-
tative outline of Mr Clinton’s
scheduled talks with Gen.
Musharraf.

Mr Clinton will agk Gen.
Musharraf to restore demo-
cracy. Mr Berger said Pakis-
tan, ridden with problems,
has “terrorist groups operat-
ing out of (it)... and I think
that in some ways one of the
great dangers in this region
is the potential failure of
Pakistan”. — PTI

B More reports on
pages 11 & 12

the next five years, he said.
Then moving away from IT,
business and environment, he
spoke more eloquently of the
slices of rural Indian life he
glimpsed yesterday — at Naila
in Rajasthan — and affirmed

his faith in Mahatma Gandhi’s
conviction that India could pro-
vide great service to mankind.

“The local experiments in
India are something we wish
for the world,” he said. It is
“truly remarkable that people
are worried not about caste or
tribe but about how to get
clean water.”

And this is what has moved
him most — that India is rela-
tively free of ethnic and racial
clashes compared with many
other countries he had visited,
where families are killed sim-
ply because they belong to a
certain tribe or religion.

It’s been a remarkable week
in this country for him, daugh-
ter Chelsea and US delegates,
Mr Clinton said.

India tight-lipped: India
stayed non-commital on Pakis-
tan’s announcement of local
elections, referring instead to
the stand taken by Common-
wealth members, adds SNS
from New Delhi.

The foreign ministry spokes-
man said the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting
had called for immediate resto-
ration of democracy. “Let us
see how developments unfold.”

He, however, reacted to the
Pakistan President, Mr Rafiq
Tarar’s comments that Kash-
mir is essential to Pakistan’s
survival. “How can a part of
another country be central to
their survival?” the spokesman
said, dubbing the remarks
“curious and absurd”.

o

i
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Naidu receives high \egrfiéa—/

- %Q e
CEO of Andhrd getsw?)ne-on-one with

Ashok Das

Hyderabad, March 24 % ,\7

7, ’
BILL CLINTON was lav\x/s% (in \u’s praise for Mr
Chandrababu Naidu. "He is becoming very well-
known in the United States and very much admired
for all of these remarkable achievements. I think
Chief Minister Naidu deserves a lot of credit for giv-
ing you the right kind of governance," the American

President told his elite audience at the Hi-tech City

function.

So impressed was Mr Clinton with Mr Naidu, he
even agreed to an unscheduled one-on-one meeting
with the CEO of Andhra Pradesh Inc. Their talk -
without aides -- acquires lot of significance as the state
government had been trying through various channels
for the last one month to secure for Mr Naidu an
exclusive audience with Mr Clinton.

Advance teams of US officials who visited the city
earlier had ruled out any such meeting, citing paucity
of time.

Soon after the formal ceremony at Mahavir hospital,
where Mr Clinton administered medicine to three

O of USA

tuberculosis patients and announced $ 5 million aid to
combat AIDS and TB, the CEO of USA and the CEO
of Andhra Pradesh Inc sat down to discuss matters of
mutual interest. No aides from either side were pre-
sent during the meeting.

The two leaders covered a lot of areas including how
best information technology could best be used for the
development of the world in general and Andhra
Pradesh in particular. Mr Clinton appreciated the
efforts of AP government in promoting information
technology to better the lot of the people in all walks
of life. The issue of e-governance and connectivity to
far-flung areas also figured in the discussions.

Mr Naidu informed the president of the concept of
SMART (simple, moral, accountable, responsive and
transparent) government that he is pursuing in the
state and sought the latter's cooperation in the estab-
lishment of a Global Institute of Governance in
Information Age (GIGA). The president was subse-
quently shown a four-minute film on the proposed
GIGA made by advertising guru Alyque Padamsee.

The two leaders are said to have agreed to work
jointly on infotech and other fields.

THE HINDUSTAN THES
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‘Clinton warns against
danger of cyber divi

‘Bridge gulf bet

HT Correspondent ‘R”fl’\
Hyderabad, March 24

S PRESIDENT Bill
U Clinton today emphasised

the need to harness newer
technologies like infotech for erad-
icating poverty in the world.

"Millions of Indians are connect-
ed to the Internet, but million
more are not yet connected to
fresh water, India accounts for 30
per cent of the world's software
engineers but also 25 per cent of
the world's malnourished. So our
challenge is to turn the newest dis-
coveries into the best weapons
humanity has ever had to fight
poverty,” he said.

Mr Clinton was addressing a
gathering of about 1,200 Indian
and Non Resident Indian entre-
preneurs, IT engineers, media
barons, politicians and bureau-
crats, who had gathered at Hi-tech
City on the outskirts of Hyderabad
this afternoon. .

M Clinton said that while it was
good that a lot 5-year-old
multi-millionairgeWwere being cre-
ated and theAatest Indian startups

en I'T haves

ere shooting up the Nasdagq, "this
whole enterprise cannot just be
about higher profits, there must
also be a higher purpose”.

Speaking about the strides made
by the US in the field of
Information Technology, Mr
Clinton pointed out that there had
been only 50 sites on World Wide
Web in January 1993, when he was
first elected President. Today,
there are more than 50 million.
"Here in India, the number of
Internet users is expected to grow
more than 10 times in just four
years,” he pointed out.

Ten years ago, India’s hi-tech
industries generated software and
computer-related services worth $
150 million. Last year, the turnover
grew to $ 4 billion. Today, this
industry employs more than
280,000 Indians, in jobs that pay
almost double the national aver-
age, he observed, adding, 'little
wonder, Hyderabad is now known
as Cyberabad."

He acknowledged the remark-
able success of Indian Americans
in this new economy: Suhas Patil
(chairman-emeritus of Cyrus

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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e nots’

Logic), Vinod Khosla (who helped
build Sun Microsystems), Vinod
Dahm (who created the Pentium
chip), among others. He also had a
word of praise for Ramalinga Raju
(chairman, Satyam Computers)
who shared the dais with him.

"The remarkable fact is that
Indian Americans now run more
than 750 companies in the Silicon
Valley alone. Now, we are moving
from brain drain to brain gain in
India, because many are coming
home," he said.

"India is fast becoming one of the
world's software superpowers, pro-
viding that in a globalised world,
developing nations not only can
succeed, developing nations can
lead. Today, it is not just IIT grad-
uates who are leading the informa-
tion revolution. India has the sec-
ond largest pool of trained scien-
tists in the entire world. The part-
nership of Americans and Indians
proposes to raise a billion dollars
for a global institute of science and
technology here," he said.

ON PAGE 12
@ Clinton has Cyherabad gushing
® Prez to join Mumbai Wall of y/
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time in Indo-U.S.

VS

stage seems to be all set for breaking out of the
past; and it is now basically left to the leaderships

India and the U.S. to chart a course that is
qualitatively and substantively different from that
of the past. SRIDHAR KRISHNASWAMI sums up

Mr. Clinton’s trip.

OTH BY way of substance

and atmospherics, the visit of

Mr. William Jefferson Clinton

to India could not have gone
off better. In fact even in an
American context, where the Clinton
presidency is being handed over to
historians, many, if not all, will take
the view that what Mr. Clinton did
for five days in India was indeed a
serious attempt to not only forge a
new chapter in bilateral relations and
American foreign policy but also an
effort to break out of the existing
mindsets of the region and its
peoples.

But there is the perception in some
quarters — and by no means a
misplaced one — that Mr. Clinton

*did not see the real India.

“Security considerations” meant
that the American visitor for the most
part witnessed an artifical construct
of what India is all about. The
consummate politician that he is, the
American President would have
“loved” to be in the midst of
protestors and hecklers; perhaps
would have joined issue with them;
and maybe even won one or two
over to his side. In ways more than

one, the “real” Mr. Clinton did not
meet the “real” democratic India.

The communicator in Mr. Clinton
came through well, especially in his
address to the joint session of
Parliament. The American leader,
who is eloquent in delivery, stuck to
the script, making sure the right
words were there even while putting
across a different point of view. For
instance, on the issue of non-
proliferation — a difficult subject in
bilateral relations — he remarked, “...
if India’s nuclear tests shook the
world, India’s leadership for non-
proliferation can certainly move the
world.” And while stressing the need
for restarting the dialogue with
Pakistan, he said, “I know it is
difficult to be a democracy bordered
by nations whose Governments reject
democracy”, a rather blunt message
to Islamabad as well.

No doubt there was hype in the
Indian media, the Government and
among the people. And it was only
natural, in more than one sense.
After all India is witnessing an
American presidential visit after a gap

of 22 years; and there is “something” countries were placed in a longer
term perspective, politically and

about America that Indians have
always been infatuated with. But, in
the next few days, the hope is that in
the course of settling down, the real
challenges in the relationship will be
"met head on, minus the hoopla and
‘the delusions.

What transpired in private between
the leaders of the two democracies
will largely remain in that domain,
even if bits and pieces may trickle
down later. But if what has been said
in public is anything to go by, India
and the U.S. have indeed opened a
-new page in the bilateral relationship.
And this is not merely confined to
the realm of political and security
issues, but encompasses the breadth
and depth of what the overall
relationship ought to be.

To those in India obsessed with the
political, what Mr. Clinton had said

on such subjects as terrorism and
Kashmir must have indeed been
music to the ears. No doubt the
American leader toughened his
stance in his public posturing on the
absolute need to get away from
violence if anything meaningful is to
be achieved on the dialogue front. In
piling the pressure on Pakistan, it
would be wrong to assume that
India was let off easily:
“Engagement with adversaries is
not the same thing as
endorsement. It does not
require setting aside legitimate
grievances,” Mr. Clinton
remarked, mentioning that
one of the wisest things told
to him by the late Israeli
Prime Minister, Yitzhak
Rabin, was that peace is not
made between friends,
For the record, senior

AN Clinton: administration
otficials have argued that what Mr.
Clinton had said — or not said — on
such issues as non- proliferation and
Kashmir did not amount to any
“significant” shift in American policy.
The U.S,, in the course of its dialogue
with friends, likes to “tell it as it is”,
remarked the Secretary of State, Ms.
Madeleine Albright. “...that is what
the President did here. We are able tc
praise the good things and make a
point of saying that certain areas
need improvement,” she remarked.

Even if there are no shifts in
American foreign policy, the U.S.
President was quite candid and sharp
during his remarks on terrorism; and
pointed as well in his assessment that
there were certain “elements” in the
Pakistan Government that had a
hand in the ongoing violence. This
must have been delightful to the BJP-
led Government in New Delhi which
sincerely hoped that Mr. Clinton
would say it personally when in
Islamabad. Ironically, after putting on
a crass show as to why Mr. Clinton
should not go to Pakistan, ‘Official
India’ must be happy that he did go
there after all.

One of the important things that
came out of this presidential visit was
on the institutional front, or
mechanisms to ensure that the
strengthened ties betweéen the two

economically. Appended to the
“Vision Statement” signed by the
visiting President and the Indian
Prime Minister were the specific

THE HINDU
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ways this dialogue was going to be
continued, both at the leadership anc
senior official levels. This in part to
move away from pegging the
achievements to the “personality”
factor.

A critical component of Mr.
Clinton’s visit was in the realm of
economics, business and commerce.
Even if short in terms of duration,
the President’s visits to Hyderabad
and Mumbai stressed an important
aspect that has long been said of
bilateral relations — that if only the
two nations could forge better ties in
the realm of economics, it would go
a long way in easing whatever
political frictions there were.
Speaking in Parliament, Mr. Clinton
observed, “The first of these
challenges is to get our own
economic relationship right... The
private sector will drive this progress,
but our job as Governments is to
create the conditions that will allow
them to succeed in doing so, and to
reduce the remaining impediments to
trade and investment between us.”

Mr. Clinton’s economic agenda
essentially was not only a view of
India’s strides in high technology,
especially information technology,
and the kind of cooperation that
could be had in this area, but also
included the broader policy front
where specific steps had to be taken
if there was to be a fuller utilisation
of the potential.

While praising the progress
registered in India in the last nine
years or so by way of economic
reforms and liberalisation, American
business houses have been busy
pressing on specifics such as access,
the time-frames for clearance and
taxation.

In looking at the vast scope of the
economic potential that exists
between the two countries there has
always been the hope that U.S.’
economic interaction with India will
be on the lines of that with China. At
the same time, there is also the
realisation of problems in doing
business with democracies.

The stage seems to be all set for
breaking out of the past; and it is
now basically left to the leaderships
of the two nations to chart a course

. that is qualitatively and substantively
idifferent from that of the past.

If Washington has been making the
point that it is keen on moving away
from “estranged democracies” to
“engaged democracies”, the pattern
of interaction between India and the
U.S. must move away from
compulsiveness to one of cool-
headed thinking keeping in mind the
larger picture. If the two countries
are unable to do this, then down the
road Mr. Clinton’s trip to India will
be tagged on to the list of “missed
opportunities” of the last five dec-
ades.

ties



A gamb}e pays oft?
| Wy~ !

Indian establishment thought

would turn out to be useful.
Indian skepticism about the first
American presidential visit in 22
years was rooted in a number of
questions. Is there any point in
dealing with Mr. Bill Clinton, a
lame-duck President on his way
out in a few months? In insisting
on going to Islamabad, isn’'t Mr.
Clinton giving legitimacy to the
military coup in Pakistan? Will
Mr. Clinton not seek to pressure
India into signing the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
and force it to talk with Pakistan
over Kashmir?

The cynicism in New Delhi was
so deep that Washington had to
virtually coax out of India the
formal invitation to Mr. Clinton.
If the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, gambled with
great reluctance on Mr. Clinton’s
visit, the results appear to have

IT WAS a visit few in the

against the U. .:bas been that it
had shown no hwareness, let
alone understahding, of India’s
security problems. The Indo-U.S.
wrangling over the last many
decades has been centred around
the nuclear question and the
Kashmir dispute with Pakistan.

Mr. Clinton was determined to
find a new way of addressing
these issues. On the nuclear
question, he demonstrated that
the U.S. could disagree with India
without being “disagreeable’.
Arguing that India need not
define her greatness in terms of
possessing nuclear weapons, Mr.
Clinton conveyed the American
disapproval of the country’s
decision to conduct nuclear tests
and build an atomic arsenal.

Conceding, however, India’s
sovereign right to decide its own
course, Mr. Clinton said both
sides must press ahead with the

dialogue of the last

gone way beyond
the expectations in
New Delhi.

The biggest gain
from Mr. Clinton’s
visit has been his
successful start in
chipping away at
the deep Indian
distrust of U.S.
intentions
accumulated over
the last 50 years.
Turning on his
charm, Mr. Clinton
addressed the

The biggest gain
from Mr. Clinton’s
visit has been his
successful start in
chipping away at
the deep Indian
distrust of U.S.
intentions, writes
C. RAJA MOHAN.

couple of years to
narrow their
nuclear
differences.

It was on
Kashmir, however,
that Mr. Clinton
offered what
appeared to be a
fundamental shift
in the American
approach to
India’s security
problems. Ending
the historic
American tilt

premises that have nurtured anti-
Americanism in India.

One of New Delhi’s big
grievances has been that India
gets no “respect” from
Washington as an ancient !
civilisation and for its potential to
become a great power in the
world. India has always felt the
U.S. talks down, and repaid the
compliment with its own
prickliness.

By adopting a respectful tone
in articulating American
_ differences with India, Mr.

Clinton might have unveiled a
style of conversation between
India and the U.S. so different
from the past. That his approach
was successful was evident from
the overwhelming response he
got from Indian parliamentarians.

By proclaiming the “lessons”
from India’s democratic
experiment to the rest of the
world, and by acknowledging
India’s potential to play a larger
role in the region and the world,
Mr. Clinton has tried to take the
sting out of India’s bitterness
towards the U.S.

The greatest Indian grouse

towards Pakistan on Kashmir, My.
Clinton put across a new
American framework for peace id
the troubied valley and between
New Delhi and Islamabad.

Respect for the Line of Control
and an end to violence are at the
heart of Mr. Clinton’s package
and India is pleased with it. Mr.
Clinton also insisted that India
must find a way to address the
grievances of the Kashmiris .

But by proclaiming that this
must take place within the
parameters of the unity of India’s
multi-ethnic nationhood, Mr.
Clinton may have begun to
remove the deepest anxieties in
India about American intentions.
Mr. Clinton has taken a message
to Islamabad that if Pakistan doe:
not end its obsession with
Kashmir, stop supporting
terrorism and focus on internal
development it risks becoming a
failed state. Whether Gen.
Musharraf heeds the advice or
not, the new American approach
to the region has created a new
political basis for Indo-U.S.
cooperation in the coming years.

THE HINDU
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THE US WANTED TO
ENSURE THAT THE STATUS
QUO OF NO NUCLEAR
TESTS, AND
NON-DEPLOYMENT, IS
MAINTAINED,

SAYS E SRIDHARAN

I HE VISIT of an American
president to India after 22
years is a watershed in Indo-
US relations. The atmospher-
8 ics have been positive, and the
visit, on the face of it, has resulted in
some definite forward movement in the
relationship, particularly on an institu-
tionalised, multi-faceted dialogue and a
focus on economic cooperation, despite
continuing, albeit downplayed, differ-
€NCes on security issues.

Even while the US side made it clear
that there was going to be no change in
its position on the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT) and non-prolifera-
tion, or on agreeing to view Kashmir as
purely a case of externally-backed terror-
ism alone, the very fact of visiting a ‘sanc-
tioned’ India that declined both the
CTBT and US mediation between India
and Pakistan over Kashmir, indicates a
softening of the American stance.

Which in turn raises the risk, from the
American point of view, of the visit being
seen as seeming to accept — and there-
fore, setting a precedent for other coun-
tries — India or Pakistan as nuclear pow-
ers, which Deputy Secretary of State
Strobe Talbott said not long ago that the
US would not accept even by implication.
This raises the question of the payoff,
from the US point of view. There is clear-
ly more than meets the eye. Was it
because of India’s economic promise? Or
cultivating India as a long-run counter-
weight to China? Or could there be some
other agenda?

It is unlikely that the economic factor,
though important in the long run, could
have been enough to spur the visit. In any
case, India has a two-way trade with the
US of a likely $13 billion-odd this fiscal
year, which is dwarfed by US trade with
China. This disparity is likely to remain
of much the same order of magnitude in
the near term. And despite the IT hype,
India remains fairly low in the interna-
tional IT pecking order, being essentially
a source of low-cost, good quality IT

skills that is able to provide round-the-
clock IT support to the US due to the
time zone difference (Indians in the US
IT industry are another story but they are
part of the US economy). It has not yet
Created either intellectual property in
software (competitive software products)
or competitive, high value-added, hard-
ware-software systems-integrated prod-
ucts (unlike the Israelis), although both
have great potential.

Looking at the big picture, India’s eco-
nomic clout and medium-term promise
does not bulk large enough in the overall
US economic relationships with the
world, or in comparison to China with its
vastly greater trade, several hundred
warheads and few ICBMs, to be able to
outweigh the negative impact, from the
US point of view, of the tests.

Perhaps the best explanation for the
visit is that US interests in the short-term
are served by ensuring that the status quo
of no further nuclear tests and no Agni

VISIT U

series test (for a year now), and non-

. deployment, is frozen. From the US

point of view, the real issue is not the
tests of May 1998 which were only a tech-
nology demonstrator, or CTBT or FMCT
(Fissile Material Cut Off Treaty) talks,
but deployment, which raises risks great-
ly given the virtually nil reaction time in
the subcontinent and lack of sophisticat-
ed control systems.

For the status quo would ensure that
both India and Pakistan remain effective
nuclear powers only vis- -vis each other,

India should make the best use
of the major opportunity offered
by the Clinton visit, that of
institutionalised high-level
dialogues and of economic
opportunities

being able to credibly deter only each
other, but remaining only token or sym-
bolic nuclear powers vis-a-vis the P-5,
including China. In this context, the US
probably believes, in line with its own
practices, that a credible Indian deter-
rent vis- -vis China would require much
more nuclear and missile testing for

range, accuracy, yield and yield-to-weight
ratios of devices.

To ensure freezing of non-deployment
or recessed deployment, forward move-
ment on Indo-Pak dialogue on Kashmir
as well as respect for the Line of Control
are both necessary. This is the meaning
of the emphasis on restraint and respect
for the LoC. So are positive incentives
for both countries.

As far as Kashmir is concerned, while the
US knows that overt pressure or attempts
to mediate are counterproductive, it will
maintain quiet pressure on both sides to
keep talking, including explore positions
which deviate from declared positions,
perhaps through non-official channels.
Developments over the past year have
already drawn the US into the Kashmir
issue, notably the July 4 deal with Nawaz
Sharif on the Kargil withdrawal which not
only gave him a face-saver but aiso indi-
rectly helped the NDA government —
think of what the election results may have
been like if India had been losing men
every day between July 5 and the first
round of voting two months later. In addi-
tion, India has invited involvement by call-

ing on the US to declare Pakistan a terror- :
ist state, and pressurise it to stop support-
ing insurgency. :
/ng long asy India defines the Kashmir
problem as solely a case of cross-border -
terrorism, it will only invite international -
attention while not convincing anyone
except a committed domestic audience.
The world will not be convinced that a few
thousand militants can sustain an insur-
gency for 10 years without, at least, tacit
support from a large part of the popula- -
tion, which the near-boycott of the; 1999
elections would seem to suggest. This may .
be painful to admit and is glossed over in .
public debate. There is an urgent need to
go beyond purely law and order strategies
to a two-track policy that gives equal or .
greater weight to the long-neglected pro- .
active domestic political strategy on .
Kashmir, of dialogue with all political -
forces in Kashmir, and offering positive.

. incentives and dealing with grievances. .

‘There must a willingness to confront .
the larger questions about political
actions of the past in Kashmir (especially.
1984 and 1987), and questions about the .
Indian state and society over the past

_decade; of whether the stance of the state

in practice, the idea of the nation as artic-
ulated by leading political forces, and the
spread of aggressively majoritarian atti-
tudes in society have created fears of
marginalisation that give added incentive
to secessionist sentiments. In this era of
coalition politics and state-based parties,
it would be appropriate that our domes-
tic Kashmir policy should be more atten-
tive to needs for autonomy, and take a
more, not less, accommodative attitude
to regional autonomy and minority rights
and safeguards, including for intra-state
minorities. This is a difficult and long-
haul strategy but vitally necessary along-
side counter-terrorism. It is when normal-
cy through voluntary acceptance by the .
people is restored that outside criticism
will be silenced and scope for interven-
tion eliminated.

In the meantime, India should make the
best use of the major opportunity offered
by the Clinton visit, that of institution-
alised high-level dialogues and of eco-
nomic opportunities. It is the content and
substance of these dialogues, and growing
economic, scientific and scholarly rela-
tions, along with a pro-active domestic
Kashmir policy, that can potentially lead"
to major improvements in Indo-US rela- |
tions. It can also brighten the prospects
for regional peace, and through that®
route, the growing voluntary acceptance s
of India by all its neighbours and the
world as a bigger international player.
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By Amit Baruiah \\

ISLAMABAD, MARGH 25. In a brutally
direct message Yo Pakistan, the
visiting U.S. President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, called upon Islamabad to
create conditions for a dialogue
with New Delhi, stop trying to
“redraw” borders with blood and
stated that the U.S. will not nego-
tiate the Kashmir dispute.

Mr. Clinton’s message came on
State-run Pakistan Television af-
ter two-hour-long talks with the
Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, in which the Pakistani
leader had nothing new to offer
on U.S. concerns relating to ter-
rorism, non- proliferation and a
return to democracy.

In his television address to the
Pakistani people, Mr. Clinton also
put his full weight behind the La-
hore process as the vehicle to re-
solve differences between India
and Pakistan. He also called on
Pakistan to “intensify efforts to
defeat those who inflict terror”.

“When 1 was in New Delhi, I
asked India to seize the opportu-
nity for dialogue. Pakistan also
must create conditions that will
allow dialogue to succeed. For In-
dia and Pakistan, this must be a
time for restraint, for respect of
the Line of Control and renewed
lines of communication,” the U.S.
President said.

“I have listened carefully to
Gen. Musharraf and others. I un-
derstand your concern about
Kashmir. I share your convictions
that human rights of all its people
must be respected. But a stark
truth must also be faced — there
is no military solution to Kash-
mir,” he said.

“International sympathy, sup-
port and intervention cannot be
won by provoking a bigger, blood-
ier conflict. On the contrary, sym-
pathy and support will be lost and
no matte;bew great the grievance

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, and the Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine

- U.S. will not mediate on
Kashmir, says Clinton

Albright (to his right), at a meeting with the Pakistani Chlef Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf (second from left), in Islamabad on Saturday.

it is wrong to support attacks
against civilians across the LoC,”
Mr. Clinton said in what are the
sharpest remarks ever by an
American leader to Pakistan.

“We cannot and will not medi-
ate... the dispute in Kashmir. Only
you and India can do that through
dialogue. Last year, the world
watched with hope as leaders of
India and Pakistan met in Lahore
on the road to better relations.
This is the right road for peace for
Pakistan and India... I will do all T
can to help both sides restore the
promise and process of Lahore,”
the U.S. President said in his tele-
vision address.

In keeping with what the Amer-
icans wanted, there was no joint
statement issued after the visit —
a clear sign that Mr. Clinton did
not want to ‘“associate” himself
with a military. Government,,

On the issue of return £o de-
mocracy, Mr. Clinton wa§ clearly

dissatisfied with the announce-
ment of a schedule for local body
elections. A return to civilian,
democratic rule required a com-
plete plan — a real road-map —
in the President’s view.

'The U.S. President offered a
choice to the people of Pakistan
and the military leadership: if the
country was able to meet the
challenges he- listed Pakistan
would have opportunities to grow
or there was the danger that it
could become “‘even more isolat-
ed” in the international arena.

All through the five-hour trip
Mr. Clinton looked grim — a clear
indication that he had come to
deliver a painful message to Pa-
kistan at a critical time in its his-
tory. The suggestion was clear:
Pakistan had time to straighten
up its act as laid down or could
face more music in the days to
come.

In a press wonference after Mr.

Clinton left Pakistan, Gen. Mush-
arraf said there would be no “‘uni-
lateral steps” from Islamabad like
a crackdown on militant groups
operating in Indian Kashmir from
Pakistani soil. He repeatedly
stressed that all action had to be
“reciprocal”. In reply to a ques-
tion if he would take the initiative
and telephone the Indian Prime
Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, to re-
sume the bilateral dialogue, the
General stated that his Foreign
Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, would
have to prepare the ground first
for such an initiative.

He said Mr. Clinton did not
raise the issue of a ban on groups
such as the Harkat-ul-Mujahi-
deen. The U.S. President also did
not specify what he meant by
measures to be taken by Pakistan
to intensify action against terror-
ism.

‘Hard cholces before
Pak people’: Page 11
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CHENNAI, March 26. — The
US President has helped the
world and his country to under-
stand India and its problems,
Mr Khushabhau Thakre said
today.

“Two great democracies
understand each other better
now. With the world under-
standing our country better we
can grow stronger,” he said,
describing Mr Bill Clinton’s
visit here as “fruitful”.

The BJP president, who is par-
ticipating in the state office-
bearers meeting, ruled out any
third party mediation in the
Kashmir issue and said: “Mr
Clinton is aware of this and has
told Pakistan the problem
would have to be solved by the
two countries. As for the CTBT
issue, India should concern
itself with its own security con-
cern first. The USA can't thrust
anything on us unilaterally.”

In fact, “there was no ques-
tion of India signing the CTBT
| in its present form,” he assert-
ed, UNT adds.

Unless India’s security con-
cerns were adequately address-
ed, there was no question of the
country signing the treaty.
Even the US Senate had reject-
ed the CTBT, he said. And any-
way India had to concentrate on
i the urgent problems of insur-
gency and law and order now.
‘No Central rule in J&K’: Mr
Kushabhau“Thakre ruled out
imposing President’s Rule in

-

SgLYS

Mr Khushabhau Thakre

Jammu and Kashmir, saying
invoking Article 356 to tackle

-insurgency would not serve any

purpose.

Since the problem had to be
tackled with people’s support,
an elected government always
offered the best option. “You
have to take the people into
confidence.” The Khalistani
movement was tackled only
with active support of the peo-
ple because they realised the
movement was hampering
Punjab’s development, he
pointed out adding that a simi-
lar situation was emerging in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Asked whether the govern-
ment would arm the minorities
to resist terrorists, he said vil-
lage defence teams were
already being trained and
armed. This would be strength-
ened further.

RSS chiefyhe election of
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Mr KS Sudershan as RSS
chief, Mr Thakre said the
organisation had its own views.
Changes in the RSS top brass
won’t affect policy initiatives of
the BJP-led government, he
said.

On Tamil Nadu chief minis-
ter, Mr M Karunanidhi and
other NDA leaders in the state
criticising the Prime Minister
for his speech in Hindi during
Mr Clinton’s address to the
joint-session of Parliament, he
said: “I can understand the sit-
uation as they have to consider
the (anti-Hindi) constituency in
Tamil Nadu.”

Speaking on the Bihar situ-
ation, Mr Thakre recalled
Mrs Sonia Gandhi as having
said that Mrs Rabri Devi had
no moral right to rule the
state.

Today all the 22 Congress
MLAs were members in the 82-
member jumbo Cabinet of the
Bihar chief minister. On an
RJD MLA being sworn in with-
out a warrant of appointment,
Mr Thakre quipped: “Anything
is possible in Bihar.” There was
no possibility of Mrs Rabri
Devi offering a stable govern-
ment. The Centre would, how-
ever, not impose President’s
Rule there, he said.

On the skirmishes between
the NDA constituents, the
Pattali Makkal Katchi and the
Tamizhaga Rajiv Congress in
Tamil Nadu, Mr Phakre just
said: “You kngw"the situation
better.”
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BJP, RSS stﬁk/

dlscordan notes
on Clinton visit

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The BJP is pleased
as punch that US. President Bill
Clinton has delivered Pakistan a
televised tweak in the ear over
issues of transborder terrorism
and democracy. But there obvious-
ly is a dissonance within the Sangh
Parivar over what has officially
been hailed as Mr Clinton’s “his-
toric and successful” visit to India.

On Monday, even as senior BJP
vice-president Jana
Krishnamurthy was gushing over
Mr Clinton’s trip “opening a new
era” in Indo-US. relations at a
party briefing, as well as Mr
Clinton’s public endorsement of
India’s stand on key issues, RSS
chief K. Sudershan, at a felicitation
in Kanpur, was calling on his
cadres to “combat the invasion of
the Western economic pattern
with swadeshi”.

“Spread the swadeshi concept
to give a new vision to develop-
ment. This will check the entry of
multinationals into the country,”
Mr Sudershan exhorted the
cadres. He said he resented an
“exploitative economic system..
being imposed on us and the mar-
ket.being intruded into by the
developed countries”.

Mr Sudershan’s reiteration of
the RSS view on the economic
reforms being pursued by the
Vajpayee government came
embarrassingly soon after Mr
Clinton’s much-hyped India visit,
and coincided, ironically, with the
BJP’s self-congratulatory pat on
the back.

“The Doubting Thomases have
been proved wrong,” Mr
Krishnamurthy said, referring to
those who had feared that Mr
Clinton would bring pressure to
bear on India on the CTBT and
nuclear issues, or force India to

accede to third-party mediation
on Kashmir, and that the Vajpayee
government would simply cave in.
That did not happen, Mr
Krishnamurthy said. He empha-
sised that on the contrary, the
Prime Minister “not only made Mr
Clinton understand, but also
appreciate our point of view” on
these crucial issues.

Mr Clinton’s public utterances
in India and the “vision state-
ment” had reflected that “we suc-
ceeded in convincing him”, Mr
Krishnamurthy said. Indeed, the
BJP leader emphasised that Mr
Clinton’s ‘Four Rs’ constituted the
government’s “basic stand”. Mr
Krishnamurthy conceded that not
all Indo-U.S. problems had been
solved, but said a way for continu-
ous dialogue had been opened.
Besides, Mr Clinton had “under-
stood our security needs and per-
ceptions”.

Asked about Mr Sudershan’s
blunt opposition to the opening of
Indian markets to foreign goods
and capital—which Mr Clinton
welcomed together with India’s
democracy—MTr Krishnamurthy
declined to comment. “Mr
Sudershan also has congratulated
(us) on Mr Clinton’s successful
visit,” he said.

“The RSS has its own views and
it has the right to express them.
(But) the BJP will take its own
decisions,” BJP president
Kushabhau Thakre said in Chennai
on Sunday, perhaps with a touch of
prescience. Echoing the govern-
ment perception, Mr Thakre wel-
comed Mr Clinton’s visit and his
blunt warning to Pakistan. The visit
had “helped the US. to realise that
India stands for democratic values
and peace”, Mr Thakre said, and
hoped that it would help in improv-
ing bilateral ties.

[HE TIMES OF INDIA
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ﬂ\IDERFURTH BRIEFS DELHI ON PAK. TALKS -

Clinton delivered a
tougher message

KD 4 By C. Raja Mohan q \fj}\) e

NEW DELHI, MARCH 27. As part of the new transparency
in its relations with India, the United States has
briefed the Government on the talks the American
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, held with the Pakistani
Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf.

The U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for South
Asian Affairs, Mr. Karl Inderfurth, returned to New
Delhi after Mr. Clinton delivered his tough message
to Pakistan during his brief stopover there Saturday.
On Sunday, Mr. Inderfurth called on Mr. Brajesh
Mishra, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister, to
recapitulate the comeuppance that Mr. Clinton de-
livered to Gen. Musharraf, :

Mr. Inderfurth had a more exte kfe sessVerf with
the Foreign Secretary, Mr. Lalit Mhnsingh, and se-
nior officials in the Ministry of Ext¢rnal Affairs. It is
understood here that Mr. Clinton was much harder
in the official talks than he was in the address to the
people of Pakistan.

While India is pleased with the unambiguous and
consistent message that was conveyed by Mr. Clin-
ton to Gen. Musharraf, there is no great expectation
that Pakistan will quickly fall in line and end its
cross-border terrorism.

In response to the U.S. demands to end violence,
Gen. Musharraf has apparently insisted that the
steps towards that goal be “reciprocal”. But the U.S.
is believed to have told Gen. Musharraf that after the
Kargil aggression, it is up to Pakistan to make the
first move in restoring trust between Islamabad and
New Delhi.

The assessment of both the Government and the
Clinton administration is that it will be a while be-
fore the Pakistani establishment begins to digest the
bitter medicine administered by Mr. Clinton.

Neither side expects any formal announcements

from Islamabad that it is ready to abjure its use of

force across the Line of Control. But if Gen. Mushar- |

raf does indeed move seriously in that direction,
New Delhi and Washington would want to assess the
hard evidence on the ground. India and the U.S. are
likely to discuss further steps only after coming to a
judgment in the coming weeks on the course Islama-
bad has chosen to adopt.

Meanwhile, India and the U.S. have agreed to ne-
gotiate a Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT),
that will facilitate bilateral cooperation in the in-
vestigatieriand prosecution of crimes, including ter-
iSn. Announcing the decision, an External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson said the treaty, which is likely
to be concluded this year, will buttress the Indo-U.S.
Extradition Treaty that came into force in July 1999.

Indo-U.S. cooperation in the battle against terror-
ism and other crimes will also be enhanced by the
recent Indian decision to allow the U.S. Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation to open an office in the U.S.
Embassy here. Indian investigating agencies have
had their offices in the U.S. for many years.

‘Not third party mediation’

PTI reports: Mr. Brajesh Mishra tonight said India
asking Mr. Clinton to prod Pakistan to stop cross-
border terrorism did not amount to third-party
mediation. “It does not amount to mediation and
there is no question of mediation,” Mr. Mishra told
Aaj Tak when asked to comment on the Prime Min-
ister asking Mr. Clinton to tell Pakistan to stop ter-
rorism.

“When foreign dignitaries come and tell us to ex-
ercise restrain and resume dialogue with Pakistan,
we tell them why should you tell us to do that. We
had exercised restraint in Kargil... You should go and
tell them (Pakistan) to show restraint.”

THE HINDU
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/I/ dia has convinced U. S
v, ON major issues: BJP

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 27. The BJP has
said that the visit of the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. Bill Clinton, has opened
a new chapter in Indo- U.S. rela-
tions and that the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment deserves kudos for
making him appreciate India's
concerns.

At a news conference here, the
party vice-president, Mr. Jana
Krishnamurthy, said today that
during the short trip, India had
succeeded in convincing Mr.
Clinton on all major issues of con-
cern to New Delhi.

He claimed the U.S. President
had endorsed the Indian position
that there could be no dialogue
with Pakistan unless there was
cessation of hostilities from
across the border. The senior BJP
leader, who had come with a copy
of Mr. Clinton’s address to the Pa-
kistani people, repeatedly said In-
dia had every reason to be happy
with the speech.

Mr. Clinton had been con-
vinced on the need for India and
the U.S. to come closer and work
for mutual betterment. “There is
vast scope for India and U.S. to
work together”.

Mr. Krishnamurthy said the vis-
it had helped remove misunder-
standings and misgivings here
about the U.S. on several issues
such as non-proliferation and
third party mediation on Kash-
mir,

“There is appreciation from the
U.S. that India needs minimum
deterrent for its security needs.
India has always maintained that
it is for good neighbourly rela-
tions and is opposed to third par-
ty mediation on Kashmir. Mr.
Clinton made it plain both in In-
dia and Pakistan that the U.S. has
no intention to mediate on Kash-
mir,” he said. Mr. Clinton’s state-
ment that the sanctity of the Line
of Control must be maintained
was a “big thing”.

Now there would be contin-
uous interaction between the U.S.

’hh India at various levels and
oth could look forward to im-
roved and mutually beneficial
relations, he said.

bout the speech of the Presi-
dennt, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, at the
banquet he hosted in Mr. Clin-
ton’s honour, Mr. Krishnamurthy
said “‘the President has not said
anything to embarrass either the
Government or Mr. Clinton or to *
invite any criticism”.

On the reported move by the
U.S. to set up a naval base in Ban-
gladesh, Mr. Krishnamurthy said
“I hope that the matter will be
discussed between the Defence
Ministries of India and the U.S,,

now that avenues for discussio
have been opened.”

THE HINDU
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< gress(I) denied\today that the par-
ty president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi,
had told the U.S. President, Mr.
Bill Clinton, that the party was in
favour of India maintaining a
minimum credible nuclear deter-
rent. “She did not use these
words,” the AICC(l) spokesman,
Mr. Ajit Jogi, said. “What she said
was that with regard to the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT), a national consensus had
not yet emerged — similar to the
situation in the U.S.”

He did not comment when
asked why the party’s media de-
partment chairman, Mr. Pranab
Mukherjee, had quoted Ms.
Gandhi as having informed Mr.
Clinton that the Congress(l) be-
lieved the country should have a
minimum credible nuclear deter-
rent. Outlining the party’s posi-
tion on the nuclear issue, Mr. Jogi
said it was felt that the Govern-
ment should take political parties
into confidence so that a national
consensus could be evolved on
the CTBT. The Congress(I) posi-
tion, according to Mr. Jogi, was
that India’s long-term security in-
terests were very important and
no final view had yet been taken
on the nuclear issue. He pointed
out today that even the scientific
community was divided over the
matter. He referred to the state-
ment of a former chairman of the
Atomic Energy Commission that
the number of nuclear tests con-
ducted so far were not enough.
But other scientists thought oth-
erwise.

Ms. Gandhi was said to have
told Mr. Clinton that there must
be a linkage between the CTBT
and the 1988 Rajiv Gandhi action
plan which called for total global
nuclear disarmament in a phased,
time-bound manner.

‘Sonia did not talw
bout n-deterrence’.,

ecial Correspondem\&()

\Y

Meanwhile, in 4 letter, Ms.
Gandhi has asked the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to
immediately take steps to intro-
duce necessary amendments in
the Constitution to ensure reser-
vation in promotions for SCs and
STs, and undo the dilution of the
reservation policy arising out of
five Office Memoranda (OMs) is-
sued in 1997.

The 88th Constitutional
Amendment Bill introduced by
the Government last year was not
satisfactory as it did not undo the
“grave injustice’’ done by the five
OMs, Ms. Gandhi stated.

Kidwai, Jogi to meet
Yadav today

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 27. Mrs. Moh-
sina Kidwai, AICC(I) general sec-
retary in- charge of Bihar and Mr.
Ajit Jogi are scheduled to go to
Patna tomorrow to hold discus-
sions with the Rashtriya Janata
Dal chief, Mr. Laloo Prasad Yadav.
They will be holding talks on port-
folio distribution in the Congress
(I)-RJD coalition Government.

BSP reiterates stand
on joining Rabri Govit.
By Our Staff Correspondent

PATNA, MARCH 27. The Bahujan Sa-
maj Party today reiterated its de-
cision not to join the Rabri Devi
ministry, but continue its outside
support. Even the efforts of the
RJD chief, Mr. Laloo Prasad Ya-
dav, failed to work on the BSP
chief, Mr. Kanshi Ram, who con-
sulted his party MLAs and work-
ers, Mr. Kanshi Ram sought to lay
emphasis on increasing the par-
ty's base in Bihar rather than
share power.
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