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N RECENT months, there has been a

renewal of interest 1y India’s legiti-

mate claim to a permanent seat in

an expanded security council of the
U.N., Russia and the United Kingdom
have expressed support for the idea. This
support has been repeated by Germany,
a sure chgice for permanent member-
ship in the future, and by France, a per-
‘manentmiember at present, as are Russia
and the U K:Another permanent mem-
ber — ‘the:1J.S. — has tied its support to
Indian cipation in the CTBT. Of the
five pre permanent members of the
council, only China has not made any
public statément on the subject. A pleas-
ant surprise was the statement by the
Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, that
India would be a natural choice for per-
manent membership from the develop-
ing countries.

To understand the significance of this
proposal; we have to go back to the U.N.
charter, Of the six principal organs estab-
lished under the charter, the two most
important are the General Assembly and
the Security Council. The Assembly con-
sists of the entire membership of the
U.N.:and represents ““the principle of the
sovereign equality of all its members”. It
“may discuss any questions or any mat-
ters within the scope of the charter”. It
“may make recommendations to the
members of the U.N.,, or to the Security
Council, or both, on any such questions
and matters”. It is important to note that
- resolutions of the General Assembly are
only “recommendations’’ to the member
Governments. They have no sanction.

The provisions relating to the Security
Council are narrower in scope. The char-
ter confers on the Council “primary re-
sponsibility for the maintenance of
international peace and security”. “The
members of the U.N. agree to accept and
carry out its decisions.” Under chapter VI
of the charter, the Council has been given
an important role in encouraging “pacif-
ic settlement of disputes”. Very large
powers have been entrusted to the Coun-
cil, including the authority under Article
42 to ““take such action by air, sea, or land
forces as may be necessary to maintain
or restore international peace and secu-

rity”’.

There has been a renewal of interest in India’s claim to
a permanent seat in an expanded U.N. Security council.

It will thus be seen that the Security™

Council is a powerful body, and repre-
sents the enforcement arm of the U.N.
The charter as first adopted provided for
five permanent members, representing
the victorious allied powers of World War

be forthcoming if even one permanent

.member disagreed. One implication is

II — namely the U.S., the USSR, China, *

France, and the UK. — and six elected
members. The elected members served
for two years, and were eligible for re-
election after a break of one year. Both
Japan and India have been re-elected a
number of times.

By an amendment of the charter
adopted by the General Assembly in De-
cember 1963, the membership of the se-
curity council was enlarged to 15, by the
addition of four more non-permanent
members, making a total of 10 elected
members and five permanent members.
What gives the five permanent members
a special status is the fact that any one of
them can exercise a veto, preventing the
Council from taking a valid decision. Ac-
tually, the word “‘veto’ is not used in the
charter. Article 27(3) provides that deci-
sions of the Council on non-procedural
matters ‘‘shall be made by an affirmative
vote of nine members including the con-
curring votes of the permanent mem-
bers”. In the U.N., three votes are
possible — yes, no, and abstain. In re-
spect of the above quoted provision, an
“abstain’’ vote does not constitute a veto.
Thus, if one or more of the permanent
members were to abstain, the Council
can still take a valid decision with a mini-
mum of nine ‘“yes”’ votes. But even if all
ten non-permanent members and four of
the five permanent members were to

vote ‘‘yes”, and one permanent member
voted “no”’, no valid decision could be
taken.

The appointment of the Secretary-
General is a matter where the Council
has the first say. Under Article 97 of the
charter, ‘‘the Secretary-General shall be
appointed by the General Assembly upon
the recommendation of the Security
Council”. This recommendation cannot

that any Secretary-General who aspires
for a second term should be careful not
to alienate or offend a permanent mem-
ber.

There are two important differences
between the General Assembly and the
Security Council. The charter provides
that the Assembly “shall meet in regular
annual sessions, and such special ses-
sions as occasion may require”’. The reg-
ular annual session usually begins on the
third Tuesday in September, and lasts for
13 weeks. The Council, on the other
hand, “should be so organised as to be
able to function continuously” since it
may be called upon at short notice to
deal with an international crisis. Another
important difference is that the President

‘of the Assembly is a person. He may be

the Foreign Minister of ltaly, but as Presi-
dent he speaks only for the Assembly. 11e
cannot be his own country’s spokesman.
In the case of the Council, the President
is a state — e.g. France. The President
serves far only one calendar month, and
is succeeded by the next state in the al-
phabetical order at the end of the month.
If he so chooses, he may address the
Council on behalf of his state. The role of
the President has become progressively
more important, since so many decision
of the Council are taken behind closed
doors. The Council then meets in public,
and either a draft resolution already
agreed upon is put to a formal vote, or a
draft statement is read out by the Presi-
dent, and approved by the Council.

Another important role has been as-
sumed by the Council, in respect of the
authorisation of ‘‘peace-keeping oper-
ations”. Although not specifically envi-
saged in the charter, they have become
the most important activity of the U.N. in
maintaining international peace and se-
curity. India has made a distinguished
contribution to U.N. peace-Keeping. In-
dian soldiers and their officers have
earned a fine reputation for their objec-

e Security Council

By C. V. Narasimhan

3 WA

tivity, dlsaplme and professionallsm

For quite some time now, the proposal
to expand the Security Council has been
gathering ' momentum. The original
membership of the Council was 11 out of
51 members, representing 21.6 per cent.
In 1963, when the Council was expanded
to. 15, there were 113 members, repre-
sentmg a fall from 21.6 per cent to 13.35
per.cent. Today, with over. 160 members,
the' representation is reduced to.9 per
cent. Thus, it is demonstratable that the
Council has become less and less repre-
sentative of the U.N. membership. The
expansion proposal began with the U.S.
which would have liked to see Japan and
Germany — the two largest contributors
to the U.N. after it — made permanent
members. To make this proposal viable it
has been suggested that three counsries
from the third world may also be induct-
ed, making a total of 20 members. Apart
from India, the largest country in Asia
after China, the other ‘“possibles”: are
Brazil and Nigeria, the two largest coun-
tries in Latin America and Africa.

One thing is not clear: if the deyelop-
ments envisaged in the previous para-
graph were to come about, will the new
permanent members have the traditional
veto power? It has even been suggested
that we may have a three-tier council:
five permanent members with veto, five
permanent members without veto, and
10 elected members (five elected annual-
lv for two years).

Will this expansion lead to a more ef-
fective Security Council? So far, the rec-
ord of the Council has not been
distinguished. Leaving aside the peace-
Keeping operations, I remember the
“sanctions” imposed by the Council un-
der Article 41 of the charter against
Southern Rhodesia (today’s Zimbabwe)
after the unilateral declaration of Inde-
pendence by Ian Smith. This was system-
atically flouted by the - neighbouring
white supremacist South Africa, and the
sanctions failed. Many friends of the U.N.
regret the ineffectiveness of the U.N. and
would like the decisions of the Council to
have more “teeth’. ‘

(The writer is a former U.N. Under Secretary
General.)
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CTBT move linked to
India’s UN ambition

Backroom talks
Udayan Namboodiri \;kf\j\ \\'T

New Delhi, June 30
S PERMANENT seat in the United Nalons

Security Council (UNSC) for India would ot

e a 'cheesecake' even if the process of achi

ing a political consensus on the Comprehensive Test

Ban Treaty (CTBT) gathers momentum and is taken
to a logical conclusion.

External Affairs ministry sources said neither the
United States nor its European Union allies have
given a firm commitment on this count. The former is
pushing for Germany and Japan, while Britain has
made it clear that it sees India as a natural contender
for any eventual Asian Group seat but it would be for
the regional group to decide that. In Europe, UN
reform is the buzzword and enlargement of the UNSC
must precede India getting a berth.

Signing the CTBT might at best accrue benefits in
the form of easing of sanctions that directly impact the
country's nuclear power programmes. Notwithstan-
ding the sanctions, developmental and humanitarian
assistance from the multilateral funding organisations
continue' to flow in to top up India's own budget for
the social sector.

Officials here deny that India was "under pressure"
to sign the CTBT. "India led the call for a test ban
treaty in 1954 and had co-sponsored many of the res-
olutions that helped build the international momen-
tum behind the objective," a senior official said. "We
are committed to pursuing global, nuclear disarma-
ment but simultaneously we want to diffuse the myth

precede national consensus

that as the bigger power in South Asia our stand is
breeding a nuclear standoff."

The upgradation of Indian presence at the United
Nations Conference on Disarmament (CD) from hav-
ing a permanent representative to an ambassador was
the first sign that India would continue its campaign
for a nuclear weapons free-world on a relatively more
serious note. "The announcement by the Prime
Minister today does not signify a shift from that posi-
tion," the official said.

India is opposing the CTBT on several grounds. But
the most important point of discord is that the CTBT
is not a comprehensive ban but merely a ban on
nuclear explosive testing. Computer simulations are
permitted. Moreover, there is no definitive insurance
providing for nuclear disarmament as the treaty does
not provide any timeframe for the big powers to dis-
mantle their arsenals.

The announcement by Mr Vajpayee was preceded by
External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh's assurance to
US Secretary of State Madeline Albright 2 day earlier
that a discussion on the CTBT would be held in the
monsoon session of Parliament beginning next month.
Today the Prime Minister went one step ahead of his
Lisbon reiteration to state that he expected a consen-
sus by the year-end.

Officials agreed the ‘consensus' cannot be achieved
on the floor of Parliament. That would be possible
only through backroom consultation and much inter-
nal debate within the entire political spectrum.
"Parliament would be the forum watched by the world
powers to gauge which way India is going," they said.

THE HINDUSTAN TECt
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BANGKOK, FEB. 3. The Kashmir question will not fig-
ure in the planked agenda of the prospective *‘mil-
lennium session” of the United Nations General
Assembly, according to the U.N. Secretary-General,
Mr. Kofi Annan. Affirming this in Bangkok today, Mr.
Annan did not indicate, one way or other, whether
the Kashmir issue will altogether be taken off the
U.N. agenda.

To a question whether a move was on the cards for
erasing the Kashmir issue from the U.N. agenda at
the proposed new historic conference, Mr. Annan
said: “It (Kashmir) will not be one of the topics that
we will be discussing during the millennium As-
sembly (later this year).”" He was addressing the in-
ternational media on the sidelines of the ongoing
10th session of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD).

Outlining the agenda of the proposed unique ses-
sion of the U.N. General Assembly, Mr. Annan said:
““I would hope that the member-states, the heads of
states and governments who are coming to New
York, will come to discuss the U.N. in the 21st centu-

By P. S. Suryanarayana

- 1y, look forward and perhaps also decide to take

action on certain specific problems that we all face.”
Noting that these problems would fall in the cate-
gory of those “‘that can be managed” by the interna-
tional community, he expressed the hope, too, that
the millennium Assembly could “come up with pro-

~ posals for dealing with them.” Such proposals could

“include timetables” for their implementation and
“measurable standards that we will follow through,”
he elaborated.

Without specifying such issues of common global
concern, the Secretary-General made it clear,
though, that “‘we are not going to take on issues like
Kashmir.” The notion of a move, if any, to jettison
the Kashmir issue as a historical baggage of the pre-
vious century is traceable to an event that occurred a
few years ago whien this sensitive dispute came close
to being considered redundant for the purposes of
the U.N. General Assembly. Pakistan then resorted
to what it saw as a crisis diplomacy to ensure that

! Kashnu/'nﬂf not taken altogether off the U.N.’s ra-

e Kashmir not on agenda of
\29/\\7 U.N. session: Annan

dar screen. Mr. Annan noted that ““a petition was
(presently) handed over to us at the U.N. Office here
in Bangkok” by a group representing the Kashmiri
separatists. While Mr. Annan did not go into any
specifics in that regard, the petition was apparently

transmitted by the All-Party Hurriyat Conference |

that staged a minor demonstration near the U.N.
office here in a bid to draw his attention on the
occasion of the UNCTAD session.

The Special Envoy of Pakistan’s President to the
UNCTAD session, Mr. Munir Akram, did not men-
tion the Kashmir issue at all by name in his speech to
the plenary here today. He did, however, identify
“conflicts and tensions arising from foreign occupa-
tion and suppression of the right of peoples to self-
determination” as one of several non-trade factors
for “inequality”” and inequity on the global stage at
present. The “right to self-determination” is a diplo-
matic phraseology that Pakistan often adopts to de-
note its support for the Kashmiri separatists on the
Indian side of the Line of Control.

It was also a matter of much diplomatic nuance
that Mr. Munir Akram was designated, for the pur-
poses of the UNCTAD-X, as the Special Envoy of the
President of Pakistan and not of Gen. Musharraf.
India is being represented at the conference by the
Commerce and Industry Minister, Mr. Murasoli Ma-
Tan.

Answering questions on a range of international
issues, Mr. Annan said at his press conference that
the world body would organise elections in East
Timor within the next two years or so. The objective
was to help the East Timorese in “electing their own
leaders in a democratic fashion” so that “they can
take over the government and we (the U.N.) will
withdraw”’ after completing its “‘operation” of put-
ting that territory through its paces towards inde-
pendence.

The U.N., Mr. Annan said, was already “‘broke" at’ )

present in a “technical sense’’ on account of the

unpaid arrears owed to it. “But we have managed to

keep on with our work” and “we do need a part-
nership with civil society” and the non-governmen-
tal organijsations. ‘

THE HINDU
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India troops will
remain part of
UN peacekeepers

208

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, July 16. — Mr
Jaswant Singh today ruled out
any possibility of India with-
drawing from the United
Nations peacekeeping force in
Sierra Leone and hailed the
Indian forces for the brilliantly
planned and executed Opera-
tion Khukri.

India would not seek any
change in the UN mandate to
change the role of the troops
from peace keep-
ers to peace en-
forcers, the
Union external
affairs minister
said.

Mr Singh was
briefing the me-
dia on the suc-
cessful operation
that began at 6
a.m. (local time)
at Daru yester-
day and ended at
4 p.m. with the
capture of
Pendembu and
rescue of 221
Unamsil soldiers, mainly
Indians.

By participating in the UN
peacekeeping effort, India is
only continuing a tradition it
had set, he said. In last 50
years, the country has taken
part in 33 such campaigns,
including the ones in Congo
and Somalia.

Mr Singh paid tribute to the
military operations that came
after the failure of extensive
diplomatic initiatives at the

Mr Jaswant Singh

01y
highest leVel to persuade the
RUF to liftkthe siege.

The go-ahiead for the opera-
tion was given by the UN sec-
retary-general, Mr Kofi Annan,
and the UN department of
peacekeeping operations. The
UN had been in constant touch
with India while taking the
decision, the minister said.

UNAMSIL force commander,

Major General VK Jetley per-
sonally supervised Operation
Khukri. It was a complex oper-
ation, involving a
link up between
the Indian colu-
mns from Daru
and Kailahun at
a mid point in
Pendembu — the
RUF headquar-
ters, Lt Gen NC
Vij said.
§  Surprise, speed,
‘4 good orchestra-
tion and exten-
sive air cover
caught the RUF
off guard though
the rebels did put
up stiff resis-
tance.

Indian forces seized one medi-
um machine gun, eight light
machine guns, seven rocket
launchers and a truckload of
ammunition abandoned by the
RUF at Pendembu.

Two one-tonne vehicles
belonging to the Indian army
which had been hijacked by the
RUF were also recovered. IAF
helicopters also destroyed
three RUF vehicles carrying
reinforcements. /

THE STATESMAR:
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| Annan praises
role of Indianq’,
peacekeepers o

UNITED NATIONS: Secretary-
General Kofi Annan Tuesday highly
praised Indian force commander in
Sierra Leone, Major-general Vijay
Jetley, and his contingent for leading
an “effective, highly efficient and
professional operation” in rescuing
233 peacekeepers surroultded R’y
rebels for the past 10 weeks. \!

In separate statements on Mon-
day, the UN Security Council and
Kofi Annan paid tributes to
Sergeant Krishan Kumar who lost
his life during the operation at
Sierra Leone and expressed “pro-
found condolences” to the family
of the slain peacekeeper. In their
statements, American ambassador
Richard Holbrooke and British
ambassador Jeremy Greenstock
also expressed full support to the
operation. Holbrooke said the
RUF had acted in an intolerable
and unlawful manner and had to
be met by force.

“The courage and rem:
discipline and determination
played by all bring credit to thém,
their countries and to the UN,”
Annan said. The fact that peace-
keepers were able to bring all
weapons, vehicles and other gefen-
tial equipment with them was an
added cause for satisfaction.

Expressing full support to the
decision taken by Gen Jetley to use
decisive force to rescue the peace-
keepers who were low on ration,
the Council at a specially convened
meeting paid tributes to the Indian
contingent that took the leading
role in the execution of the “diffi-
cult and dangerous” operation. Py

'
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India will raise'debi
issue at UN meeting

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: During the special
session of the UN general assembly
which begins in Geneva on Mon-
day, India is expected to take up the
external debt proplemsyof dgvelop-
ing countries. ‘}ll v ’ : i

The Indian position will be thay it
is only when the developed natiohs
give developing countries genuinle
trading rights that the latter will He
able to overcome their externdl
debt problems. This was stated
Planning Commission deput
chairman K.C. Pant, who will b
leading the Indian delegation at the
five-day special session in Geneva
beginning on Monday.

The special session has been
called to review the progress made
in order to achieve the ten social
commitments which were made
five .years ago when nearly 117
countries came together in Copen-
hagen during the World Summit for
Social Development.

Speaking to The Times of India
before leaving for the summit, Mr
Pant said, “We are interested in
projecting the social problems of
India and other developing coun-
tries in the light of the changing
world scenario.” He said serious ef-
forts will be needed to generate the
resources needed by developing
countries to deal with social prob-
lems like are to be tackled.

Mr Pant also noted that while de-
veloped nations had agreed to give
a percentage of their GNP to devel-
oping countries, in reality this is yet
to happen.

That resource issues will be cen-
tral to the special session is also
stated in a paper titled ‘Footing the
Bill for Social Development’ pre-
pared by the U.N.in the run-up to
the special scssion. However, it
notes that “the session is not likely
to produce instant debt relief, trade
breakthroughs or pledges of large
new grants of assistance.” But
at the same time it observes,
“The results of the session can have
far-reaching implications for the
operations of the World Bank and
the International Monetary Fund
and on how aational governments
approach social development is-
sues.”

Among the ten social commit-
ments adopted during the Copen-
hagen session were: .

* The creation of an economic,
political, social and cultural envi-
ronment which will help social de-
velopment.

* Eradication of poverty.

* Promotion of full employment.

* Promotion of universal educa-
tion and primary health care facili-
ties.

* Ensuring that structural adjust-
ment programmes include social
development goals.

{hjuN20D




Indla seeks EU’s suppo&/ for UN seat

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LISBON, JUNE28

N

Y
INDIA on Wednesday madd a
strong plea to the European Union

\

to support its case for a permaneint-

seat in an expanded UN Security
Council and join hands in fighting
the scourge of international terror-
ism, which poses the biggest danger
toglobal peace andstability,.

- Stating that reforming the
United Nations was a crucial ele-
ment towards a new multi-polar
world order, Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee told the first-ever
India-EU summit that “India, as
the world’s largest democracy and
rapidly growing economic powgr,

has a natural claJm toa pennanent
seatin the UN Security Council”,

Without naming Pakistan, Vaj-
payee said “differences between us
can only be resolved through bilat-
eral negotiations. There isnoroom
for any third-party involvement,
howeverwell-intentioned.”

Terrorism . posed as great a
threat to the European Union asto
India, he said, stressing the need for
the two towork together to oounter
themenace. .

“We must collectively expose
and reject attempits to cloak terror-
ism as jehad (holy war). This is
something that cannot be accepted
as civilised conduct among na-
tlons,” he said. He said it wasamat-

- terofsa i

have resoNed to work together on
the convention on terrorism that
will be negotiated in the UN Gen-
eral Assembly later thisyear.
Vajpayee said since the .estab-
lishment of the UN in 1945 to
achieve the noble objectives of

peace, economic prosperity and co-

operation among nations, the
‘world has changed, as has the inter-

national order.

But, he said, these changes are
not reflected in the structure of the
Security Council and added the
council must reflect the new reali-
ties. Vajpayee said that in the in-
creasingly inter-dépendentworld, a
plural security order alorie can deal

with the challenges of the new era
and the development of “our nu-
clear capability should be seen” in
this context. “It is part of our resolve
to build a multi-polar world where
we have strategic space and auton-
omy in decision-making. Ourview
of regional security goesbeyond the
passive absence of conflict to the ac-
tive building of confidence with our
neighbours,” Vajpayee told the
Summit, also attended by Por-
tuguese Premier Antonio Guterres
in his capacity as EU president and
president of European Commis-

. “sion Romano Prodi.

He said for ‘more than a
decade, India had been a victim of
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2
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Andia seeks UN

United Nations, October 18 &/ \}N
T
INDIA HAS introduced a resolution in the

UN General Assembly calling for commenc-

ing talks on an international convention
prohibiting the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons under any circumstances.

Moving the resolution in the disarmament
and international security committee of the UN
General Assembly, on the lines of one adopted
by the Assembly at New Delhi's initiative last
year, Indian represcntative to the conference
Rakesh Sood yesterday strongly criticized the
nuclear powers for claiming the right to possess

such arms in perpetuity. x

In this context, he reiteratell {ndia's demand
for a step-by-step process to elifninate nuclear
weapons backed by a legally bindyng instrument
prohibiting the use or threat of use of such
arms.

"It is a matter of regret that due to inflexible
position of certain delegations, the conference
of disarmament has so far not been able to com-
mence negotiations on this subject,” he said.

The resolution would be discussed by the
committee, which is expected to appeal to the
General Assembly to adopt it during its current
session,

convention to ban use of N<arms
\C uiA?

It expresses the conviction that a multilaterai
agreement prohibiting the use of nuclear
weapons would strengthen international securi-
ty and contribute to the climate for the negotia-
tions leading to the elimination of nuclear
weapons.

The resolution, Sood said, goes to the very
core of the nuclearised global order, which per-
sists even a decade after the end of Cold War.

"Doctrines of first-use of nuclear weapons
have been re-validated and reaffirmed even
though the threat perception that originally led
to those doctrines have long disappeared,” he
emphasized, (17{)/



Panja odyssey for Council seat

FROM OUR SPE Ve
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, July 14: As the Indi-
an effort to find a permanent seat
in the UN Security Council gains
momentum, minister of state
for external affairs Ajit Panja is
being used more and more by
the Vajpayee government to can-
vass support in African and West
Asian countries, most of them
members of either the Organisa-
tion of Islamic Conference or the
Organisation of African Unity.

Panja has been to Tunis, Cairo
and Khartoum in April this year.
He has just returned from the oil-
rich kingdom of Kuwait, where he
tried to convince decision-makers
of the need to back India.

Kuwait, which is demanding
that its 600-odd prisoners lan-
guishing in Iraqi jails since the
Gulf War be returned, has been as-
sured by the minister that India

would offer a assis-
tance in this matter.

It appears that in the
months preceding the
crucial September meet-
ing of the UN General
Assembly, Panja might
make several trips |
abroad fto garner sup- |
port. Several of these [

other business on
the agenda was the mi-
gratioj of Indian work-

Therd are 280 000 In-
dian expatriates work-
ing in Kuwait. Among
| them are highly-paid
| professionals like soft-
ware specialists and

trips might be to Africa | doctors. There are a

and West Asia. .. large number of domes-
When contacted, he Panja: tics, too.

said he found the Ku- Flyinghigh About two years ago,

waitis quite positive

about India’s claim for a Security
Council seat. “I was overwhelmed
by their hospitality,” said the
beaming minister.

Panja’s brief included convinc-
ing the Kuwaitis of India’s stand
on global terrorism and how it af-
fected India. He gave them details
of the Airbus hijack and told them
how it was done at the behest of
another nation.

India prohibited job-
seekers from going to Kuwait be-
cause of reports that the Indian
domestic workforce was being
treated cruelly.

Kuwaitis are now sending sig-
nals that the ban be lifted. & dele-
gation will shortly go to the Guif
country to review the working
conditions before allowing Indi-
ans to take up menial jobs there.

It is a long-standing complaint

that the illiterate Indian domes-
tics are discriminated against and
paid paltry wages in Kuwait. But
there are signs that the situation
may change now if these domes-
tics have even rudimentary edu-
cation.

India will also send a 1,500-
strong health team, including 400
doctors, to Kuwait. The Gulif na-
tion has a perennial shortage of
medical staff and professionals
from the sub-continent have al-
ways helped fill the gap.

Panja also inspected the 240-
km border between Iragq and
Kuwait, now under the supervi-
sion of the United Nations Irag-
Kuwait Observation Mission.

Among the mission’s troops,
many are from the sub-continent.
The minister said he was im-
pressed by the camaraderie be-
tween Pakistani and Indian sol-
diers and he even spoke in Bengali
to the Bangladeshi troops.
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F: Indian foreign
minister
Jaswant Singh
on Friday ruled
 out a role for
the United Na-
|| tions in war-torm
| Sri Lanka and
reiterated that
New Delhi
h would only get

involved in the
conflict there if asked by Colom-
bo.

“I personally do not see a role
for the United Nations as such,”
Mr Singh said at a question-and-
answer session after a speech on
india and regional security in sin-
gapore.

But Mr Singh, in Singapore on a
three-day official visit, said India
was seeking greater Common-
wealth involvement to end the eri-
sis in Fiji. He said U.N. involve-
ment in Sri Lanka had so far been
restricted to humanitarian aid un-
der the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UN-

HCR).

Jaswant Sing

The Lankan army and Tamil
Tiger rebels are locked in battle in
the northern Jaffna peninsula and
fighting has intensified after fresh
offensives by the LTTE.

“What we are witnessing in Sri
Lanka is a challenge to Sri
Lankan integrity. India remains
committed to the territorial in-
tegrity of Sri Lanka,” he said.
“We cannot independently as-
sume for ourselves a role in Sri
Lanka that is not at the request of
the Sri Lanka government,” Mr
Singh said, when asked if India
would consider intervention.

India sent troops to Sri Lanka
in 1987 to disarm the LTTE under
a peace accord with
Colombeo. It withdrew in 1990 un-
der the orders of Sri Lanka’s then
president Ranasinghe Pre-
madasa.

Mr Singh said India was in
touch with the Norwegian special
envoy who was trying to broker
efforts to stop the ethnic blood-
shed and had offered advice.

Unlike the hands-off stance on
Sri Lanka, Mr Singh advocated

1 ILI_(_i_i_a'SGGS no role for UN_ ~
in Sri Lankan conflict ¥

greater international involvement
in the crisis in Fiji where the elect-
ed government of Mahendra
Chaudhry was overthrown in a
coup last month.

Mr Singh said the Common-
wealth, of which Fiji and India are
both members, can act under an
action programme which discour-
ages the forceful unseating of de-
mocratically elected govern-
ments.

Fijian coup leader George
Speight and a band of armed sup-
porters have been holding Mr
Chaudhry, the country’s first
elected ethnic Indian prime min-
ister, and most of his cabinet
hostage inside the parliamentary
complex since May 19,

India is in talks with other
Commonwealth countries, includ-
ing Australia and New Zealand,
to get the group to act on the cri-
sis. -

Mr Singh said an Indian envoy
dispatched for talks with authori-
ties in Australia, New Zea
and Fiji was due to arriy
on Friday. (Reuters)
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Keep trogps from undeivocratic
nations‘out of UN missions: India

United Nations, February 15 '\

INDIA HAS warned the UN
against including troops from
countries where armed forces have
destroyed democracy at home in
its peacekeeping contingents.

"Introduction of contingents
from military dictatorships in
countries driven by conflict, alien-
ation and misrule would send a
wrong message and defeat the very
purpose of such an operation,”
India's acting permanent represen-
tative to the world body Satyabrata
Pal said addressing the United
Nations Special Committee on
geacekeeping Operations yester-

ay.

Moreover, if the UN is promot-
ing democracy in countries where
its absence has been a cause of
conflict, it can hardly be done by
military even from democratic
states as the armed forces have lit-
tle understanding of the tasks of
gqvltsrnance and development, he
sairc.

“The challenges that face the UN

ise not from new missions being
set up or old ones being expanded
but from the manner in which they
re set up and what they are asked

. t& do," Mr Pal said, adding "surely

tijge has come to ask if running
municipalities, establishing a legal
system or spreading aids awareness
are functions for a peacekeeping
operation.”

Criticising the way the Security
Council is functioning, he said if
the Council no longer acts prompt-
ly and effectively in its mandated
sphere of maintaining internation-
al peace and security and instead
ventures into areas like human
rights, humanitarian law and disar-
mament which fall into the domain
of other UN organs, "we must seri-
ously consider whether it should
continue to have the monopoly on
setting up and running peacekeep-
ing operations.”

Mr Pal said the Committee, an
expert body of the General
Assembly on Peacekeeping, should
have a role in the formulation of
mandates of multi-dimensional

mission that go beyond traditional
peacekeeping.

UN does best when its peace-
keeping operations do not stray
from traditional mandates, he said.

"Peacekeeping is a process more
closer to diplomacy than war. The
consent of parties, the impartiality
of peacekeepers and minimum use
of force remain the cardinal princi-
ples, deviation from which “have
often been tragic, which led to
failed operations and compro-
mised UN," he said.

Mr Pal agreed that durable peace
is built on foundation of democra-
cy, economic growth and develop-
ment for which help of internation-
al organisations is needed. But
these are not the responsibility
that a peacekeeping mission could
assume without overreaching itself
and failing in its primary task.

Pal also criticised the recruitment
policies of the UN for peacekeep-
ing operations, saying women can-
didates are not selected for rea-
sons that at best appear "arbitrary".

(PTI)
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Unanimity over democratic

9
® \

By Sridh4dr Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, SEPT. 9. Parliaments of the
world are firmly behind the United Nations
and this support is both political and practi-
cal; and whether parliamentarians belong to
the majority or are in the opposition in the
respective national parliaments, they are
committed to offering necessary political
backing to the world body as the cornerstone
of the international cooperation system, ac-
cording to Dr. Najma Heptullah, President of
the Inter- Parliamentary Union and President
of the Conference of Presiding Officers of Na-
tional Parliaments.

In a statement to the Millennium Summit
on the outcome of the conference of Presid-
ing Officers here, Dr. Heptullah, Deputy
Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha, said, “We are
also committed to allocating the resources
which the U.N. and other inter-governmental
institutions need to accomplish their noble
mission.”

Dr. Heptullah maintained that there is una-
nimity in identifying a democratic “deficit” in
the U.N. and the inter- governmental regime
at large.

“If U.N. decisions are to interpret the con-
cerns and aspirations of the people and if in-
ternational agreements are to effectively find
their way to our national reality, parliament,
as the institution which legitimately represent
society in its diversity and is accountable to it,
should have a better say in the international
cooperation process,” Dr. Heptullah re-
marked.

4 deficit in U.N.: Najma

Although governments negotiate at the
United Nations and the main role of legisla-
tors is to translate into legislative and budget-
ary provisions the agreements reached
internationally, yet in the wider interest of all
and in the interest of democracy, legislators
must be involved in the process in the early
stages and not exclusively in the implementa-
tion phase, Dr. Heptullah said in her state-
ment.

Referring to the Millennium Declaration
that called for a strengthening of cooperation
between the U.N. and the national parlia-
ments, Dr. Heptullah assured the gathering
that she and her colleagues “would do all in
our power and attempt much that is beyond
to give concrete shape to your call”.

Talking about the parliamentary dimension
to the phenomenon of international cooper-
ation, she remarked, ““To create this new part-
nership, parliaments intend to act in close
consultation with you, governments and with
inter-governinental organisations.”

The Inter-Parliamentary Union, Dr. Hep-
tullah argued, is a unique instrument to relay
the views of our parliaments to the inter-gov-
ernmental system.

“"This is why we can no longer accept that it
be classified as a non-governmental organisa-
tion and we look forward to identifying with
you a status for the IPU which is commensu-
rate with the constitutional status of parlia-
ments and with IPU’s mission as our world
organisation.”

Dr. Heptullah also organised a Conference

of Speakers and Presiding Officers of National
Parliaments, and for the first time more than
150 participants from 140 countries attended
the session and spokes on issues such as glob-
alisation, liberalisation and democracy, in-
cluding on how the world body should be
democratised.

In a conversation with The Hindu Dr. Hep-
tullah said that it was imperative that the
voice of the people be heard and that a new
concept is coming up at the United Nations
— the parliamentary dimension at the world
body, for which much credit will go to India.

On the issue of globalisation, it was pointed
out that the focus has been on money, but
this had to be shared and not remain in the
hands of a few. “Globalisation also means
learning from others’ experiences,” Dr. Hep-
tullah observed. The focus and attention must
be on cooperation and not competition, the
latter leading to the existence of a few lavish
empires.

Dr. Heptullah maintained that parliaments
are not the only democratising institutions,
and that media and modern technology are
also tremendous agents of democracy; these
must not be in the hands of a few but “be
made available down the line.”

Dr. Heptullah said there was a lot of dis-
cussion on terrorism; and it was felt this men-
ace, with its transnational characteristics,
posed a great danger to the international
community and that parliaments cannot re-
main silent spectators.




/ |
/ MORE SUPPORT

FO INDIA’\SéLAIM

INDIA’S FOCUSSED CAMPAIGN for democrati9/ ined during the President, Mr. K. R. Narayanan'’s

sation and reform of the United Nations and its
powerful policy-making body, the 15-member
Security Council, has begun to yield results, fas-
ter perhaps than even New Delhi had hoped for.
This is reflected in the growing support for a
permanent seat for India on an expanded Coun-
cil. Till a year ago there were but two obvious
candidates, Germany and Japan, both economic
powerhouses, with the U.S. distinctly disinclined
to grant entry to others. Washington's attitude
was accompanied by the failure of the interna-
tional community to evolve acceptable criteria
for inclusion of other nations, with regional ri-
valries effectively stalling reform of the organisa-
tion. India’s efforts received an initial setback
when New Delhi needlessly entered the race for
an elected Council seat against Japan. But since
then, especially since the Kargil crisis of last
summer, there has been evidence of some ac-
knowledgment around the world of India’s pos-
sibly key role as a force for peace and stability
flowing from the innate streng{t}\l/ogs democrat-
ic plurality. ,

The experiences of a decade after the end o
the Cold War and the imbalances of the unipokar
world have injected great urgency to reinvesti

the world body with the responsibility for keep\;

ing global peace. The search for multiple poles to
end the global domination by one superpower,
coinciding with the initiation of measures for
reforming the U.N., has seen the emergence of
new friends and revival of old friendships and
rivalries. It was in this evolving context that Rus-
sia, with a new President, renewed its support
for India’s candidature for a permanent seat.
Now comes the categorical statement by the
French President, Mr. Jacques Chirac, that New
Delhi is a “natural candidate’”” which will receive
the support of his country. Paris’ support, under-

state visit, strengthens India’s case even if it is
partially the fallout of centuries-old rivalries on
the Continent.

More non-committal has been the position
of Britain. The visiting Foreign Secretary, Mr.
Robin Cook, would not go further than hail India
as a “‘clear contender” for a permanent seat. The
Labour Government’s apparent reluctance to
break away from its past support to Pakistan was
understandable. Britain is, besides, echoing
Washington’s line which is to keep up the sus-
pense and uncertainty by saying India’s candi-
dature is receiving ‘‘serious consideration”.
Pakistan, their Cold War ally, has opposed India
being given a permanent seat and suggested
non-permanent rotational membership to na-
tions in each region. Pakistan’s Foreign Minister
has openly criticised the expansion of what he
called “islands of privilege” through grant of
permanent seats.

Mr. Cook however has announced one de-
parture. By adding Britain’s voice to the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton’s warning call to Pa-
kistan not to attempt to redraw boundaries in
blood, Mr. Cook corrected a long-standing im-
balance in Labour’s policy perception on the
Kashmir issue. His remark that there could be no
meaningful dialogue in “circumstances of vio-
lence” fell short of a full condemnation of cross-
border terrorism. But the message, addressed to
Pakistan, was clear and categorical: respect the
Line of Control. In the uncertain domestic sit-
uation in Pakistan — critically important consid-
ering that the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen has been
forced to contradict an exceptionally bold state-
ment reportedly made by the Interior Minister
— a strong message from an ally of Cold War
vintage will undoubtedly strengthen the belea-
guered forces of moderatinn in Telnmnbod
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PACT ON PROMOTING INVESTMENT SIGNED

Portugal backs India’s

W)
v

By Alok Mukherjee

LISBON, JUNE 29. The Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to-
day wound off his two-nation,
five- day foreign tour with an as-
surance from Portugal that it
would support India’s candida-
ture for a permanent seat at the
United Nations Security Council.

Following the summit meeting
with the .European Union (EU)
here on Wednesday, the bilateral
part of Mr. Vajpayee’s Portugal
visit began with consultations
with his counterpart here, Mr. An-
tonio Guterres, and other digni-
taries of the  Portuguese
Government. After the meeting,
the two leaders addressed the
media where Mr. Vajpayee said he
had discussed the issue of expan-
sion of the Security Council and
the need for developing countries
to be on it. Mr. Guterres, on his
part, said “India’s claim for a per-
manent membership of the Secu-
rity Council deserves our full
sympathy,” and replied in the af-
firmative when asked whether
this consideration would trans-
late into reality.

India and Portugal also decided
to consolidate their economic

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, being weicomed by the
Portuguese President, Mr. Jorge Sampaio, at the Presidential
Palace in Lisbon on Thursday. — Reuters

and political linkages by main-
taining a continuity in the high-

level dialogue and mutual jpfer-
action. The Prime Minister and

THE HINDU

BILEL

claim for U.N. seat )"

the President of Portugal have
been invited to visit India at mu-
tually convenient dates and regu-
lar consultations would be held
between the foreign offices of the
two countries.

On the economic front, the two
countries signed the fourth agree-
ment pertaining to bilateral in-
vestment promotion and
protection. Earlier, an agreement
on avoidance of double taxation,
on cooperation in science and
technology and one on economic
and industrial cooperation were
signed.

The bilateral investment pro-
motion and protection agreement
was signed by the Finance Minis-
ter, Mr. Yashwant Sinha and his
Portuguese counterpart Mr. Ja-
mai Gama.

During the bilateral discus-
sions, the two sides had a ‘“‘very
useful exchange of views” on re-
cent regional and global develop~
ments of mutual relevance.

The issue of terrorism was dis-
cussed in detail and India and
Portugal agreed to cooperate at
multilateral for developing an or-
ganised and collective strategy for
defeating this scourge.



UN owes India
m m. forr\\X\
peacekeeping

operations \

UNITED NATIONS: The UnXed
Nations owes India about $ 50 niil-
lion for troops and equipment con-
tributed by it to different peace-
keeping operations.

Underscoring the strain unpaid
dues caused to a developing coun-
try, India’s acting permanent repre-
sentative to the UN Satyabrata Pal
said that despite the arrears, New
Delhi continued to send its troopst\
for difficult missions.

“With the other developing
countries who still contribute the
bulk of peacekeepers, we do not
just sustain UN missions, but sub-
sidise them,” he told Security
Council members who authorise
missions.

Addressing the Special Commnit-
tee on Peacekeeping Operations,
Mr Pal said on Monday that the
UN seemed to believe that devel-
oping countries should be abl
provide troops whenever needed
but wait for payment forever. “This
really cannot go on,” he said.

India, at present, is the largest
contributor to the UN 1,745 sol-
diers, 226 policemen and 27 ob-
servers serving with various mis-
sions around the world. Over the
years, more than 50,000 Indians
have served on 31 peacekeeping
missions in every continent, under-
lining the country’s commitment to
world peace, the Indian representa-
tive said.

The primary reason for delay in
reimbursements to troop contribut-
ing countries, Mr Pal said was the
withholding of assessed contribu-
tions by member states. “We hope
those who have defaulted in the
past will, as they must under the
Charter, pay their assessed contri-
butions in full, on time and without
condition and clear up their ar-
rears,” he said.

“If they do not, the backlog of
payments for the larger missions
now being set up, compounded by
accrued arrears, will bring us rapid-
ly to a crisis,” Mr Pal warned. He
also expressed the fear that the UN
might borrow from peacekeeping
operations to finance regular bud-
get activity to meet the shortfall
created by delay in payment of
dues by member-states.

The U.S. is a major defaulter and
Congress has sought to lay down
conditions for payment of arrears,
including reduction in its contribu-
tion to peacekeeping costs from 31
per cent to 25 per cent.

The U.S. also wants its contribu-
tion to the regular budget to be re-
duced from 25 per cent to around
20 per cent Py

TIMES OF INDIA
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FROM DIPTOSH MAJUMDAR
AND CHANDAN NANDY

New Delhi, May 30: In his first
foreign tour since taking over as
home minister in 1998, L.K. Ad-
vani will visit Israel next month to
discuss the threat posed by Islam-

ic fundament s and ways of
containing it. Q% k\%"

The trip, to begin from June13,
is significant as Israel has been
sending feelers on the common
cause it shares with India.

For two years, Advani has
steadfastly refused to go on trips
abroad, saying as home minister
he preferred staying at home.

The visit comes at a time when
not just the home minister, but
even Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee agrees that there is an
all-out effort by Islamic funda-
mentalists to damage the fabric of
the “secular identity of the na-
tion”.

Advani has been crying
himself hoarse warning about
this larger goal of “ethnic cleans-
ing of the Muslims and further
balkanisation of India” by
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence.

Advani is going to Israel essen-
tially to convince Tel Aviv that
both countries should share in-
puts on terrorism. He is going to
tell them that India could utilise
Israeli expertise in the war
against terror. Israel’s Mossad is
said to be the most effective
counter-terrorism organisation.

Israel has insisted in the past
that the terrorism faced by India
is different from the kind it has to
tackle in Jerusalem, Lebanon and
other parts of West Asia.

Ever since the Vajpayee gov-
ernment came to power, there
have been talks of India sharing a
“natural bond with Israel”,
which, too, has been the target of
terrorist strikes by Islamic funda-
mentalist outfits.

National security adviser Bra-
jesh Mishra had flown to Israel
after the Pokhran nuclear tests in

Advam jebut tri

George Fernandes, L.K. Advani and Parkash Singh Badal at a meeting in New Dethi. (PTI)

May 1998. Two months ago, the Is-
raeli national security adviser
had visited India and tnet Mishra
and even Advani.

From Israel, the home minis-
ter will travel to Paris, and possi-
bly Lyons where he is expected to
hold discussions with Interpol
bigwigs.

India needs tips and assistance
from Interpol on several crimes
committed in the country which
have international links, includ-

ing the cricket betting and match-
fixing scandal.

Advani will also go over to
London to discuss the help that
could be provided to India by
British intelligence agencies.
Now that Robin Cook, the British
foreign secretary, too, is high-
hghtmg the threat posed by Islam-
}c fundamentalists, Advani will be
1n a good position to drive home
his agenda.

Advani will also meet British

THC -,
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home secretary Jack Straw.

Along with Advani, home sec-
retary Kamal Pandey is also plan-
ning to go on a four-nation tour
which will include Israel, France
and Germany.

Pandey’s trip will only supple-
ment the home minister’s visit to
West Asia and Europe and for-
malise relations with the coun-
tries on sharing of intelligence
and information on international
criminal syndicates.




Natiops Security Council, US am"
ba;zdor to India Richard Celeste"

hagaid
“The US has to be prepared
d will be prepared to give India™
erious consideration for perma-
nent membership of the Security’
Council,” he told Doordarshan in-
a programme telecast tonight.

He said the US also believed
that the Security Council needed
to be recast and “we are prepared
to give India every considera-
tion”.

India has one-sixth of the
world’s population and, there-
fore, had to be taken seriously, Ce-
leste said, adding, that President
Bill Clinton believed that a stable
and prosperous global communi-
ty would require India as one of
its leaders. y

“We anticipate India as a true-
global leader looking down the’
road 10 or 20 years”, he said. He~
added: “It is leadership in resolv:'
ing important global issues’
that range from environmental is-
'sues to strategic and pohtlcal
issues.”

Celeste said both Delhi and
Washington had a stake in ener:’
gising economic growth in Indig’

“so that it not only benefits the:
middle class in Indla but reaches
to the very poor”.

On the Kashmir issue, he sald
the US was clear that there wasno
scope for third-party mediation to
sort out the differences betweer’
India and Pakistan. “Third party
is necessary only when the first,
two partles want, invite and see 1t
out’

Celeste said the vision state-
ment of Clinton and Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee was an
“architecture that can be comfort:
able for the next President,
whether it is Gore or Bush”. -

He said India could count on
Clinton as a strong advocate ot;
India “both in office and out of ofy
fice”. M

Celeste said there was a huge}
opportunity for further growth of;
Indo-US relationship. “But if you
compare where we stand relative:
to China, I think it is evident that,
there could be more US invest-
ment in India and more trade be-i
tween the two countries”.

The future Indo-US coopera4
tion, he said, should go beyond thef
usual areas of science and tech]
nology, agriculture and health
and include environment and;
clean energy as well. .

“There could be a variety of
opportunities which the new,
forum on science and technology'
can identify,” he added.

Celeste said it would be dlfﬁ-
cult to increase cooperation in the
area of nuclear and space technol:
ogy unless India and the US har-,
monised their views on non- pro«
liferation.

On opening an FBI office in
Delhi, he said FBI's skills and as+
sets were being deployed, in coop*
eration with CBI, to track dowq
the hijackers of the Indian air.,
lines aircraft and brlng them td
justice.
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By C. Raja Mohan \

TEMERAN, MAY 22, Building on ;nir
growing convergence of interests
in Afghanistan, India and Iran
have begun to consider substan-
tive political cooperation on re-
gional security issues. This could
possibly include greater coordi-
nation in their diplomatic efforts
for peace in Afghanistan and
more military interaction.

Afghanistan was among the
many issues of mutual interest
that the visiting External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, dis-
cussed today with the Iranian
President, Mr. Mohammed Kha-
tami.

Sources in the Indian delega-
tion told reporters here that the
talks between the two leaders
were warm and constructive.
There was a meeting of minds, the
officials said.

Mr. Khatami told Mr. Singh,

: when the latter called on him this

afternoon, that greater interac-
tion between the two countries
was important for regional stabil-
ity.

Responding to the positive sen-
timents expressed by the Iranian
leadership, Mr. Singh said India
and Iran were natural partners.

The upbeat mood in India on
the eve of high-level talks this
week with the Iranian leadership
now appears to have been con-
firmed by the tone and tenor of
Mr. Singh’s discussions with Mr.
Khatami and the Iranian Foreign
Minister, Mr. Kamal Kharazi.

n look fo
- \D "

”ﬁ%}g

The Extermal Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, with

R

the {ranian President, Mohammad Khatami (right), in
Teheran on Mosday. — AP

Although the notion of strategic
and natural partnership between
nations has been somewhat dilut-
ed with frequent use, the emerg-
ing relationship between New
Dethi and Teheran is of consid-
erable significance. Iran is one of
the leading Islamic countries and
a leading actor in the oil-rich Per-
sian Gulf and in Central Asia. And
it shares long borders with
India's neighbours — Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

India, as part of a new diplo-
matic thrust, has sought to reach
out to the Islamic world. New Del-
Ai wants to tap the unrealised po-
ential for economic and political
rartnerships with the key Islamic
1ations such as Iran.

While Mr. Khatami and Mr.
singh are viewing the prospects of
1 long-term partnership, it is the
zeopolitical fallout from the rise
of the Taliban that has begun to
draw the two nations closer.

r bigger role in Kabul

Threatened by the forces of desta-
bilisation radiating out of Afghan-
istan, India and Iran have a
common objective in limiting the
domination of the Taliban and in
ensuring that peace and stability
were returned to the war-torn na-
tion.

New Delhi and Teheran want to
contribute to international efforts
aimed at establishing a govern-
ment in Kabul that fully repre-
sents the ethnic and cultural
diversity of Afghanistan.

Senior Indian officials were un-
willing to reveal any specific step
under consideration by the two
sides to make an effective politi-
cal intervention in the interna-
tional debate on Afghanistan.
They said the talks would contin-
ue tomorrow.

As India and Iran explore the
prospects for a new partnership,
the one big missing element —
defence cooperation — is coming
into view. Indian officials here did
not respond to a direct question
on whether the two sides were
looking at enhanced bilateral mil-
itary engagement. Military diplo-
macy is now a common feature
among major nations, and the
two nations agree, it could begin
with modest steps.

The two Foreign Ministers in-
augurated the 11th meeting of the
Indo-Iranian Jjoint Commission
today. The message from Mr,
Singh and Mr. Kharazi to the offi-
cials was to begin a conscious and
focussed effort to advance the re-
lationship across a broad front.
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n the past there has been 1it/ae b?tance toIndia’sre-
Ilations with Iran. The recent vigit of the Indian ex-

ternal affairs minister, Mr Jaswant Singh, to the Is-
lamic republic reflects the belief in New Delhi and
Tehran that the two now have a lot in common. The two
nations believe they share interests in both geopolitics
and economics. The mutual security concern is the tal-
iban of Afghanistan. Iran holds the taliban’s patrons,
Pakistan, partly to blame for the persecution of Afghan
Shiites and the killing of Iranian diplomats by the tal-
iban last year. India and Iran are not out to overthrow the
Kandahar regime. Their interest lies in containing the
rogue state until it is tamed. The reformist regime of Mr
Mohammad Khatami is wary of being drawn into an
armed conflict with the taliban because a jehad would
strengthen his chief rivals, Iran’s hardline mullahs.
Both countries fret about Afghanistan’s becoming a
source of terrorism, India’s primary concern, and hero-
in, most of which passes through Iran. 9 W Rk

The other interest is economic. Hence the recent re-
vival of the 1993 plan to build a natural gas pipeline be-
tween Iran and India. India’s recent burst of economic
growth has made it the most important energy market in
this part of the world. Iran, on the other hand, is sitting
on some of the largest reserves of natural gas in the
world for which it needs infrastructure and customers to
pay for it. The pipeline is still a blueprint, in part because
it must run via Pakistan. Iran also hopes to host many of
the pipelines that will be siphoning the petroleum riches
of the Caspian and Caucasus. Again, it will help if it has
a large customer nearby. Iran and India have had trou-
bled relations in the past. Under the shah, Iran and Pak-
istan were on the same side of the Cold War. For a brief
three or four years the Islamic republic trained and sup-
ported militants in Kashmir. Then in 1994 it signalled a
shift in its position by persuading Pakistan to withdraw
a resolution on human rights violations in Kashmir. As
the taliban cast a shadow across Afghanistan, talk of
Iran acting as Pakistan’s strategic backyard went out the
window. In addition, the Islamic revolution begun to lose
much of its fervour. The recent electoral evidence of
enormous popular support for Mr Khatami’s liberal Is-
lamism makes it easier for democratic India to come
closer to Tehran. Far from defying the West, India is de
JSacto paving the way for the United States and other West-
ern nations who are waiting for Mr Khatami to push
aside the mullahs. Iran’s revolution has burnt itself out. r
Tehran now sees an Islamic revolution next door as a HE TE LEGR ™
threat and is preparing to end its decades of diplomatic AR
and economic isolation. India is and should be at the fore-
front of this process.

L amy g
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India wary of pipel;ne}

through Pakistan’, \*

TEHERAN: Expressing strong

reservations over Iran’s proposal

for establishing a gas pipeline to In-
i dia via Pakistan, external affairs
minister Jaswant Singh on Tuesday
asserted “there is no way we can
agree to it unless certain funda-
mental issues are addressed.”

Physical security of the proposed

overland pipeline, assured supply
of gas and the question of no coun-
try having arbitrary or unilateral
controf to turn off the energy
are among the security con-
sidergtions which make India wary
of th¢ Iranian proposal.
ew Delhi’s reservations were
cogveyed by Mr Singh during his
payleys with Iranian President Mo-
' hgmmad Khatami and foreign min-
ister Kamal Kharazi.

The minister pointed out that the
993 memorandum of understand-
ing signed between India and Iran
'on cooperation in the energy sector

was a “bilateral one and Teheran

could not unilaterally transform it
into a “trilateral” arrangement in-
volving Pakistan.

Both countries have decided to
set up a joint working group with
technical experts to examine vari-
ous options of India getting natural
gas from Iran, Mr Singh told re-
porters.

Responding to questions, Mr
Singh clarified that India was not
dictating terms to Iran but only as-
serting its legitimate security con-
cerns. Teheran, he said, understood
New Delhi’s apprehensions.

India is also examining prospects
of enhanced energy cooperation
with Qatar, Turkmenistan and the
United Arab Emirates, all having
large reserves of natural gas.

On Afghanistan, Mr Singh con-
veyed India’s concerns over the ac-

tions of the Pakistan-backed Tal-

5

iban regime and threats p()s/ed t
regional security.

Mr Singh made it clear that with-
out India being on board alongwith
other countries concerned to deal
with the Afghan imbroglio, “there
cannot be lasting solution to
Afghanistan.”

During the talks, [ranian Presi-
dent Khatami said the Afghan crisis
is a threat to the regional security
and hoped for an international re-
solve and regional common will to
help the Afghan people reach last-
ing peace.

New Delhi maintains that peace,
stability —and  seeurity in
Afghanistan is important for the
welfare of all Afghan people and
for the region’s security and stabili-
ty.

It says the military solution, be-
ing pursued by the Taliban through
the active support, collaboration
and actual involvement of Pak-
istan, could be neither successful
nor enduring in resolving the
Afghan conflict.

Both Mr Khatami and Mr Khar-
razi stressed that India has an im-
portant role to play in maintaining
the security and stability in the re-
gion.

Iranian commerce and energy
ministers, who held detailed discus-
sions with Mr Singh on enhancing
cooperation in diversified fields,
underscored the need for the two
countries to have comprehensive
trading links. Six leading Iranian
banks have offered their assistance
in this regard to Indian companies.

Senior officials said the overall
thrust of Mr Singh’s five-day visit
was to further consolidate the
€XISUing Lrnad_haced and multifac-
eted bilateral ties and wWork .
wards building long-term stable re-
lations. P1y




< Indo-Iran JWG set up,4\ ¢\

By C. Raja Mohan

TEHERAN, MAY 23. Looking for a
long-term energy partnership, In-
dia and Iran today unveiled a
high-level forum to identify the
best possible means of transport-
ing the vast natural gas reserves of
the Persian Gulf and Central Asia
to the sub-continent.

In announcing the decision, the
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, and his Iranian coun-
terpart, Mr. Kamal Kharazi,
avoided for the moment the nag-
ging question whether Pakistan
should be part of the alluring
prospect of a
geo-economic waltz between In-
dia and the Islamic worid.

The setting up of the Indo-Ira-
nian Join Working Group is part
of Mr. Jaswant Singh’s energy di-
plomacy aimed at leveraging In-
dia’s huge dependence on
imported petroleum products to
transform relations with the oil-
rich nations. But the Pakistan fac-
tor is at the heart of the many dif-
ficulties that have bogged down
the many attractive proposals in
the past for an energy partnership
between India and Iran.

Iran has huge reserves of nat-
ural gas and India is hungry for
this clean source of energy and
petrochemical industry. Besides

{ its own natural gas resources, Iran
could become the hub of gas ex-

ports from the rest of the Persian
Gulf and Central Asia to India.
Iran has been keen to move this
gas through an overland pipeline
running through Pakistan, which
is sandwiched between the two

countries. There are major reser-
vations in India about relyingon a
pipeline that runs through hostile
territory. While India’s security
concerns have constrained the
choice of land pipelines, there
was some focus on sub-sea pipe-
lines and bringing gas in

liquid form via ships. Both these
options, however, raise project
costs.

Addressing a joint press confer-
ence with the visiting Indian Ex-
ternal  Affairs  Minister, Mr.
Kharazi said the Joint Working
Group would study the political
and technical hurdles in the way
of transporting gas to India.

The JWG, to be headed by the
two Foreign Ministers, will raise
the on-going regional discussion
on natural gas pipelines to the po-
litical level. It could also acceler-
ate long pending decisions on
mega projects that could lead to
enduring economic and political
bonds between India and her pet-
roleum-rich neighbours.

There is some anxiety in Iran
that its huge gas reserves are lying
unutilised and wants a quick de-
cision in favour of a pipeline
through Pakistan. Islamabad,
which would benefit by charging
transit fees on gas flows to India,
has supported the project.

Reacting testily to a question
from an Iranian journalist, Mr.
Singh said it was entirely unwar-
ranted to believe that India was
dragging its feet on the project. In
a separate briefing to the Indian
press, he insisted, there was no
way India could agree to an over-
land pipeline, unless some funda-

LNDU

zﬂuAvm

mentals were addrdssed. That
precisely is what the YWG is ex-
pected to do in coming
months and years.

Mr. Singh said the agreement
between India and Iran was a bi-
lateral one and any assumption
that it was trilateral was an over-

simplification.
The key to the reﬂisadm
potential of energy coopelati

between India and Iran, accord-
ing to Mr. Singh lies in arranging a
survivable marriage between eco-
nomic and security aspects of the
pipeline proposals.
. o
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Andia reaches out to,
' the Islamic world

A\By C. Raja Mohap, | ('.(

NEW RELHI, APRIL 4. The Qovern-
making a conscious dip-
effort to reach out to the
nations\in the Persian Gulf and
West Asia to emphasise the threat
to regional security from the
forces of religious extremism and
terrorism.

The External Affairs Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, is slated to
travel to Iran next month and
hopes to visit Saudi Arabia as well
in the near future. The Minister of
State for External Affairs, Mr. Ajit
Panja, has already taken off on a
visit to Tunisia and Sudan and
will have a brief stopover in Egypt.
Terrorism and its connections to
narcotics trafficking and religious
extremism will also be highlight-
ed by Mr. Singh at the non-
aligned . ministerial conference
next week in Cartagena, Colom-
bia.

If India’s objective is to get the
international community encour-
age Pakistan to get off its addic-
tion to terrorism and extremism,
the countries of the Persian Gulf
would have a very important role.
Both Iran and Saudi Arabia have
increasingly been critical of extre-
mist tendencies in the Islamic

world and have together called for
restraint and tolerance.

Shia Iran is directly affected by
the rise of Sunni radicalism in Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan. Teheran’s
cultural, economic and geopolit-
ical interests have already been
challenged by the Pak-sponsored
Taliban in Afghanistan.

Indian and Iranian interests
have steadily converged in Af-

ghanistan, and Mr. Singh Will try
and deepen the political and eco-
nomic linkages between the two
nations.

Saudi Arabia, a long-standing
ally of Pakistan, is in a vantage po-
sition to exert quiet pressure on
Gen. Pervez Musharraf to temper
Islamabad's religious radicalism.

Ten days ago the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. Bill Clinton, warned
Gen. Musharraf that Pakistan
must either choose the path of
moderation or risk further global
isolation. The Clinton administra-
tion is expected to reinforce this
message to Pakistan through Sau-
di Arabia and other Guif nations.

The kingdoms of the Arabian
peninsula have their own reasons
to worry about the political direc-
tion Pakistan has chosen. They
are conservative in their religious
orientation and are wary of the
kind of Islamic radicalism that is
being spawned today in Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

The message from the other
leading Islamic nations has been
similar. The Prime Minister of
Turkey, Mr. Bulent Ecevit, who
was here last week had called on
Gen. Musharraf to restore democ-
racy and eschew the path of extre-
mism. The  President of
Indonesia, Mr.Abdurrahman Wa-
hid, last week had apparently of-
fered Gen. Musharraf advice on
the same lines.

Concerned about the impact of
violence and religious extremism
on their security and stability, the
Arab nations have begun to give
up their traditional reluctance to
condemn international terrorism.
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‘o Breakers of the stege

Indian peacekaepers in Sierra Leone have shown that they can use force to good measure. They
should not be deterred from fulfilling their duties by domestic pressures, writes ASHOK K. MEHTA

FTER 75 days of dilly-dallying, the
A‘z:ction to free the 223 Indian peace-
eepers, mostly Gurkhas, besieged by
the Revolutionary United Front at Kailahun,
was decisive. In a stunning pre-dawn comman-
do operation code-named Operation Khukri,
the United Nations Mission for Sierra
Leone’s predominantly Indian peacekeeping
force achieved a virtually casunalty-free
success. Decisive action was the result
of the fact-finding team led by Director
General Military Operations Lt. Gen. N.C. Vij
to Sierra Leone.

In his report, he had recommended that
the onus of action lay with India and not
with the United Nations Secretary General f
or any friendly African country which might
agree to intercede on India’s behalf. Hence,
Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh took the §
bull by the horns to first get the release of
the 21 hostages followed by military action }
to break the siege. However, the opera-
tional decision for offensive action was |
taken by the much-maligned UNAMSIL }
commander, Major General Vijay Jetley,
who has now become a hero.

Operation Khukri was a coup noted for its
surprise, speed and stealth, UNAMSIL had
lulled the RUF with the tune of peaceful
resolution and the conviction that Indians
would never attack. But military action was
forced by three reasons: one, UNAMSIL was
beginning to look like a toothless force; two,
besieged soldiers were running short of
supplies; three, the onset of the rains would
have made military operations difficult
later. Further, Lt. Gen. Vij had stated in his
report that India would have to act in its self-
interest and not rely on others.

India was able to act with dispatch because it
went into Sierra Leone with a strong military
force of combined arms, a lesson it had drawn
from its Somalia experience. Since peacekeep-
ers from other countries are inadequately
equipped and trained, Maj. Gen. Jetley had no
choice but to give the difficult rescue mission
mainly to the Grenadiers and Gurkhas,

Technically (and legally) the UN chain of
command starts and ends with the UN
Secretary General. He is the supreme comman-
der of all UN missions operating worldwide
under the mandate of the Security Council. The
use of military force is legitimate even under

PLATFORM

Chapter 6 of peacekeeping for free movement
and self defence.

Now that the RUF has lost both its aces —
the 21 hostages and 223 besieged — it had
banked on using as bargaining chips for the
release of its leader Foday Sankoh, UNAMSIL,
may now try and bring the RUF to its knees.
The United States, the United Kingdom and
even Nigeria are in favour of this course, while

i

Liberia is not. This will also require UNAMSIL
moving from Chapter 6 to 7 — that is peace-
keeping to peacemaking.

India has rejected this option and wants to
stick by the original mandate which requires
the RUF to be disarmed, demobilised and
reintegrated with the government forces.
One thing is sure: UNAMSIL will re-deploy
and prosecute its mandate in a more
forceful fashion.

Meeting recently at Lome, the OAU attended
by most heads of African states except Liberia

. agreed that the stand-off in Sierra Leone must

be resolved peacefully. As per the accord,
Sankoh was to be appointed Honorary Vice
President and Minister for Natural Resources
(read diamonds). The mess in Sierra Leone is
because the Lome accord has come unstuck
and there are too many takers for the country’s
diamonds. Seventy per cent of the country’s
economy supported by the diamond industry is
located in Sankoh rebel-held areas in the east

of the country. But 70 per cent of the diamonds
are smuggled out mainly through Liberia.

UN peacekeeping operations in Africa are
riddled with tribal politics and deep-set enmi-
ties between warring factions. Hostage-taking
is a common practice for bargaining. Copper in
Congo, diamonds in Angola and Sierra Leone
are part of the big game in Africa over control
of strategic minerals.

Maj. Gen. Jetley and the Indian peacekeepers
have been targeted by the West African states
which failed to keep the peace in Sierra Leone.
They want their man to replace Maj. Gen.
Jetley. The last time this happened was
when the Indian commander in Bosnia,
Lt. General Satish Nambiar, was forced
to leave. Lt. Gen. Nambiar did not have a
§ single Indian peacekeeper in his com-
mand. But Jetley does and has shown he
can use force to good effect.

Questions are being asked on the advis-
ability of sending Indian soldiers on
peacekeeping operations in countries
where India has no stake and when the
| Indian Army is already overstretched.
1 The war in Sri Lanka has revived the
futility of the IPKF sacrificing 1,200 lives
on foreign soil.

Indian peacekeepers are regarded as
among the finest in the world. They have
taken part in 33 UN missions since 1948, India
is seeking a place in the UN Security Council
and must fulfil its global responsibility. Under
no circumstances should India be deterred by
regional difficulties and domestic pressures.

It is unfortunate that the British, who inter-
vened in Sierra Leone outside the UNAMSIL
mandate, have hijacked Operation Khukri by
taking credit for the mission in Kailahun. The
truth is that only one British helicopter was
involved in the operation and that too to
extricate Major Andy Harrison, the British
observer, caught in the siege. But Britain has
still made a song and dance about their
role in the rescue mission.

India has failed woefully in its public relations
and it is only now that Defence Minister
George Fernandes has been sent to congratu-
late the breakers of the siege. The original
plan was for Jaswant Singh and Army
Chief General VP Malik to accompany
Mr Fernandes in a special aircraft. But like all
good ideas, this too was dropped.

FHE HINDUSTAN TIMES



_Securi

%

UNHQ, Sept. 8. — The Prime
Minister today made a strong
case for its inclusion in an
expanded UN Security Council,
emphasising India’s democratic
moorings,

“Mr President, because there
can by definition be no equi-
table development without
democracy, it is essential that
the United Nations promote
democratic norms. And the UN
should do so not only by moni-
toring elections or by promoting
standards of effective gover-
nance, but by example,” he said.

The Prime Minister thanked
Mr Kofi Annan for bringing
back UN General Assembly into
focus with the summit. “The UN '

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Counul seat

A
charter envisaged a balance
between the three major inter-
governmental organs of the UN
— General Assembly, Security
Council and the Economic and
Social Council. Over the years,
this balance has tilted vather
heavily towards the Security
Council, It is important that the
central role of the General
Assembly be respected, this
Millennium Summit 1= a good
first step.”

He said it was, however,
understandable that the Secu-
rity Council would continue to
have a rather special role to
play. “It is, therefore, all the
more necessary that it be made
more representative of the
large membership. We hope
this summit will commit itself

plea

1 an eally expansion and
reform of the Security Council,
bringing in new permanent
members from developed and
developing countries, so that it
reflects the new realities of the
21st century,” he urged.

He told the gathering that
India had made it known for
some years that it would like to
be a member of an expanded
council. “We believe ourselves
qualified by objective criteria
for responsibilities of perma-
nent membership. Indeed, as
the world’s largest democracy,
enormous potential, a rapidly
growing economic power and a
major contributor to peace-
keéping operations, India has a
natural claim to a permanent
seat in the Security Council.”



PAKISTAN'S CONTENTION REJECTED

Terrorism, dialogue do not
v+ 80 together: Vajpayee 5|

By Malini Parthasarathy

NEW YORK, SEPT. 8. While renewing
India’s claim to a seat on a poten-
tially expanded UN Security
Council, the Prime Minister, Mr.
A. B. Vajpayee, used his turn to
speak at the Millennium Summit
today to strongly urge the inter-
national community to focus
sharply on the dangers of cross-
border terrorism. By implication,
the Prime Minister's remarks
were intended to offer a percep-
tion sharply different from that
presented by Pakistan’'s General
Musharraf to the Summit on
Wednesday.

In what were remarks clearly
directed at Pakistan, the Prime
Minister said that India “has been
a victim of cross-border terror-
ism” for more than a decade now
and that international terrorism
with “its links to religious extre-
mism, drug trafficking and the
commerce in illicit arms” was the
most dangerous of the many
threats to peace, democracy and
development that faced the global
community. “Terrorism feeds on
violence against innocent people
and seeks to undermine plural,
open societies... I call upon the in-
ternational community to act
against terrorism before it is too
late.” In a sharp if implicit denun-
ciation of General Musharraf’s
stand that Pakistan was prepared
to take bold initiatives through a
dialogue with India, including a
no-war pacet, Mr. Vajpayee said:
“Many statesman-like words
have been delivered from this
high tribune. Unfortunately,
some of them are a mockery of
the truth. The world must see the
reality as it is. The acid test of sin-
cerity of purpose is not words, but
deeds. Terrorism and dialogue do
not go together.”

The Prime Minister's observa-
tions, which were to be circulated
and placed on-the U.N. General
Assembly records but naot deliver-
ed at the podium for want of time,
included ye explicit references

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
addressing the United Nations General Assembly at
the ‘millennium summit’ on Friday. — Reuters

to Pakistan. “Those who have sti-
fled democracy at home speak of
freedom from this forum. Those
who have engaged in the clandes-
tine acquisition of nuclear weap-
ons and delivery systems talk of
ridding South Asia of these. Those
who have repudiated solemn cov-
enants talk of new agreements to
prevent war. The authors of a vi-
cious terrorist campaign that has
claimed more than 30,000 inno-
cent lives in India, who actively
sabotaged a historic peace initia-
tive are now offering new initia-
tives for dialogue.”

The Pakistan factor figured
again obliquely in the Prime Min-
ister’s remarks setting out the ra-
tionale for India’s having
acquired nuclear weapons. While
India was forced to acquire these
weapons in 1998, he said, because
the principal nuclear weapons
states refused to accept the de-
mand for nuclear disarmament,
“the spread of nuclear weapons

in our neighbourhood made us
especially vulnerable.” Mr. Vaj-
payee said that India would sup-
port the UN Secretary-General’s
proposal for an international con-
ference to “‘address nuclear dan-
gers”. He reiterated India’s stance
on the CTBT, and that India
would participate in negotiations
on a fissile material ban with a
view to ensuring the emergence
of a treaty that was non-discrimi-
natory and which would meet In-
dia’s security imperatives.

The Prime Minister’s emphasis
on terrorism concluded with an
appeal to the international com-
munity to speedily adopt and im-
plement India’s proposal for a
comprehensive convention
against terrorism that would be
negotiated at the forthcoming
U.N. General Assembly session,
following the Summit. Mean-
while, Mr. Vajpayee appended In-
dia’s signature to a French
initiative that has crystallised in
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another convention dgainst ter-
rorism, directed at suppressing its
financing. This convention — the
Convention on the Suppression
of Financing of Terrorism —
makes it an offence for any per-
son to finance individuals or or-
ganisations to commit terrorist
acts as defined within the scope
of the convention itself and other
such terrorism-related conven-
tions. It was pointed out here that
the conventian is more voluntary
in nature in the sense that the
member-states of the U.N. adopt-
ing this pact would have to imple-
ment its provisions within the
scope of their own national juris-
diction.

Mr. Vajpayee signed this Con-
vention earlier this morning be-
fore delivering his Summit
address. Indian officials said here
that the decision to sign this con-
vention, a proposal mooted by
France, had been taken earlier by
the Union Cabinet and that this
particular convention was one of
several legal jnstruments thought
A Tt
: ‘India, U.S. natural !
| allies’: Page 13

|

necessary to strengthen the inter-
national consensus against allow-
ing terrorism. India's own
initiative for a more comprehen-
sive convention on terrorism
would be taken up further in the
forthcoming session of the U.N.
General Assembly, these officials
said.

PM’s address in Hindi
PTI reports:

As he had done the first time in
1978 when he was the External Af-
fairs Minister, the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, today
spoke at the United Nations in
Hindi.Like all other speakers who
are participating in the millenni-
um summit, Mr. Vajpayee spoke
nearly for five minutes reading
out a two-page summary of his
12-page address. The full text was
distributed to the delegates.




‘Gen Jetley to stay on, India

deftly wins over his

Shishir Gupta

5
~ New Delhl, June 20 %\ r\A\SO

ECTIC DIPLOMATIC\
activity by the Indian team
with regional groupings
nd constituents of the UN peace-
keeping mission in Sierra Leone
has resolved the differences over
Major General VK. Jetley's con-
tinuance as the Force Commander.
Gen. Jetley has also been told to
lead the UN Force as a soldier-
diplomat and not plan as a division
commander. The thrust being on
"peace keeping" and not "enforce-
ment".
Highly placed Government
sources said the Indian team led by
Lt-General N.C. Vij, Director

appointment. The DGMO, who
returned to India yesterday
evening, discussed peacckeeping
operations in Sierra Leone with
the other regional powers such as
Nigeria, Togo, Liberia and Libya.
The Indian team also discussed the
issue with the UN, USA and the
United Kingdom.

General Military Operations
(DGMO), has managed to allay -
apprehensions over Gen. Jetley's

CONCERN FOR the Indian
soldiers exploded at the meeting
of the Standing Committee of
the Ministry of External Affairs
on Tuesday. Placating the MPs,

foreign secretary Lalit
Mansingh, promised to hold
another meeting focused on the
continuing crisis soon.

According to one Opposition
MP, the theme of the meeting
was "India's permanent mem-
bership in the UN Security
Council". As soon as it began,
members drawn from all parties
began to demand details of the
situation faced by the 2,000
Indian troops caught in the
cross fire in the civil war torn
nation. HTC, New Delhi

The Indian delegation convinced
the regional groups that the taking
of 21 Indian soldiers as hostage by
the Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) rebels in no way reflected
on Gen. Jetley's leadership. The
team said that any Force
Commander runs the risk of his
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troops being taken as hostages in a
UN  peacekeeping operation.
Hostages, it was pointed out, were
used obtain concessions.

It is understood that the 21 sol-
diers of the Indian battalion 5/8
Gorkha Rifles have been dis-
armed. The RUF is using them as
a leverage for the release of their
leader Foday Sankoh without trial,

According to Government
sources, Gen. Jetley has issued
instructions to the UN peacekeep-
ers to secure their flanks so that
the RUF rebels do not surround
them. It is learnt that earlier, the
UN troops were moving in pla-
toons (around 34 troops). But now,
they are patrolling the jungle ter-
rain of Sierra Leone in infantry
columns, each column having a
strength of 120-130 troops. They
are equipped with field and area
weapors.

The strategy now apparently
adopted by the UN peacekeepers
is to dominate the areas infested
by RUF rebels. This "battlecraft"
has been used effectively by the
Indian troops in insurgency prone
areas of Kashmir and the North-
East.



LLENNIUM SUMMIT

Vajpayee makes a strong showingﬁ,vﬂ‘

S the Millennium Summit in New York works onthow to
ake the UN relevant to the~21st century, Secretary
General Kofi Annan has signalled that a pressing issue on the
UN agenda would be how to make the Security Council more
representative. Its five permanent members are there on the
strength of winning a world war a half century ago; the world
has changed immeasurably since then. There is no reason why
economic powerhouses like Germany and Japan, or populous
democracies like India and Brazil, should be kept out of the
club. The permanent five also happen to be the nuclear five,
allowed to stockpile Ruclear weapons legitimately, but this is
tantamount to making nuclear weapons the sole currency of
power, which surely cannot be part of the UN mission. Study
after study has shown that China, one of the permanent five,
in fact proliferates weapon and missile technology and materi-
als by Eroviding them to Pakistan. This has created an under-
gtandable sense of frustration and threat in India, paving the
way for the Pokhran blasts. What has fuelled India’s sense of
insecurity, however, is not so much its feeling of being encir-
cled as the fact that it is not a member of a single influential
transnational group coming together on the basis of economic
or security interests — NAM and SAARC do not count in
world affairs. This cannot be blamed on external factors, but is
a failuré of Indian diplomacy. ' v
The UN is often decried as a talking shop, and peacekeeping
| missions under its aegis are seen as ineffective. But in a world
| that is rapidly shrinking, decisions taken within a country
have their effect elsewhere and without a forum for discussion,
the world would be even more dangerously unstable than it is
now. Annan has correctly pointed out that while globalisation
is being driven purely by commercial interests, it has social,
cultural and environmental aspects which need to be consid-
ered — on pain of driving a wedge between the privileged few
and many underprivileged worldwide. Just as social‘and politi-
cal tensions within a country are managed by having democra-
tic institutions, tensions on a global scale can be managed by -
making world bodies like the UN more representative and
responsive. Vajpayee deserves praise for incorporating many
of these points and forcefully projecting India’s point of view-in
his address to the summit, a welcome change from past prac-
tice. Pakistan has as usual chosen the summit to mount a
diplomatic blitz against India, and Gen Musharraf is in New
York pulling out all the stops for this purpose. But Vajpayee
has met him head-on, not pulling any punches of his own. In
the past, Indian leaders have tended to be timid and circumlo-
cutory in international fora, mixing obsequiousness and blus-
ter, sending across messages too complicated for foreign diplo-
mats to unravel. This has been a factor leading to India’s mar-
ginalisation. Vajpayee has been both assertive and dignified —
may this set a trend for future Indian diplomacy.
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‘1":13\ PRIME MINISTER, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, has struck a right diplomatic note at the
United Nations millennium summit, voicing
India’s aspirations as an emerging global player
with the credentials for a permanent seat in an
expandable Security Council. This obviously
synchronises with India’s deserving image as
the world’s largest democracy. His veiled but
vigorous denunciation of Pakistan as the evil
genius perpetuating anti-India terror is a sep-
arate but relevant issue. It is aimed at turning
the spotlight on the external sources of some of
New Delhi’s internal challenges in sustaining a
vibrant civil society. By measuring his words as
he enunciated that “terrorism and dialogue do
not go together’’, Mr. Vajpayee has sought to
demonstrate that India ranks far above Pakis-
tan on the international stage. In the circulated
text of his speech, Pakistan’s rulers have been
futher portrayed as “those” whose actions at
home and towards New Delhi betray their real
ég;ontempt for democracy as also nuclear non-
proliferation and a genuine dialogue with India.
But even if Mr. Vajpayee wins new friends at the

. U N. as a result of this subtle exercise in con- .

trastlng India favourably with Pakistan, the
}arger question of influencing the thinking of
the member-states will remain a different task
altogether.

In reality, the millennium summit is not an
occasion for problem-solving diplomacy as dis-
tinct from a public relations opportunity at the
inter-state level. However, the policies outlined
by the various leaders do matter and it requires
to be reaffirmed, therefore, that India must en-
gage Pakistan through parleys without allowing
perceptions, however precise, to cloud the
larger foreign policy considerations. Now, the
Vajpayee administration is definitively right in
seeking to bring Pakistan under heightened in-
ternational pressure so that it might act with
restraint in regard to India. But a dialogue with
Pakistan, aimed at promoting in some way or
other a nuclear arms-related stability in South

Asia and a development-driven peace age

for the region, should remain the paramount
imperative in Indian diplomacy. This does not,
of course, grant Pakistan’s Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf a right to dictate the agenda for talks. His
efforts at the global summit and on its margins
to equate the Kashmir dispute with the U.N.-
resolved East Timor issue can be counter-pro-
ductive, although not entirely unimaginative.
Being a soldier-‘leader’, he may have calculated
that his separate call for a no-war deal with
India will suit his political tactics. But it hardly
is tactful diplomacy at this stage, given the Vaj-
payee Government’s post-Kargil circumspec-
tion.

There is also nothing creative in Gen.
Musharraf’s suggestion that the U.S. somehow
put pressure on India to begin addressing the
Kashmir issue by conceding Pakistan’s locus
standi and not just acknowledging the Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen’s relevance. But Mr. Vajpayee can-
not wish away a Pakistan shadow over his pro-
spective talks with the U.S. President, Mr. Bill
Clinton. Knowing this, the Prime Minister has
adroitly turned his speeches at the U.N. and the
Asia Society to good effect, setting the tone for a
possibly new and mutually beneficial direction
in the dramatically enhanced India-U.S. dia-
logue. Mr. Vajpayee’s frontal assault on Pakis-
tan’s “cloak of jehad” or ‘‘a medieval religious
extremism’ around its policy of ‘“‘terrorism”
against the Indian people is good strategy, no
doubt. More significantly, Mr. Vajpayee is be-
ginning to adjust his sights on the avenue to a
possible new India-U.S. partnership by making
it clear that New Delhi will remain CTBT-
friendly even during the evolution of a national
consensus on the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty. India’s readiness to participate in nego
tiations for a global fissile materials cut-off trea/
ty should also please Washington. On a
completely different plane, it was quite incon-
gruous that Mr. Vajpayee should have ad-
dressed the U.N. in Hindi instead of in the
impact-laden English.
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__4NDIA MEETS BASIC CTBT OBLIGATIONS’

“Jaswant seeks support”
< against terrorism

S\

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 20. Even as the international com-
munity is seeking to strengthen democratic princi-
ples and practices and even as the spreading sweep
of democracy is casting aside dictatorships and au-
thoritarian regimes, there have been instances of
regression as well, says the Minister for External Af-
fairs, Mr. Jaswant Singh.

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

In a statement to the 55th session of the United
Nations General Assembly (the Millennium Assemb-
ly) in New York on Tuesday, Mr. Singh argued, “‘such
acts move against the currents of our times. The

international community should
oppose these assaults on the spir-
it of our times and uncompromis-
ingly support and strengthen
democratic impulses, practices
and norms.”

Pointing out that the develop-
ments in Fiji had caused deep
concern and appreciating the ac-
tion taken by the Commonwealth
after the overthrow of a constitu-
tionally elected government, Mr.
Singh said, “we hope that Fiji will
return immediately to the consti-
tutional base of 1997 and restore
at the earliest rule of law by put-
ting an end to racial discrimina-
tion. This is in Fiji's own long
term interest.”

The External Affairs Minister
dwelt on a number of issues such
as peace, nuclear disarmament,
terrorism, the menace of the cir-
culation of small arms,the com-
position of the Security Council,
the developmental imperatives and the process of
globalisation.

Noting that a consensus had to come about both
within and among nations on issues of national and
international security, Mr. Singh reiterated that New
Delhi would not stand in the way of the entry into
force of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. “India
volunteered and continues to observe a moratorium

The External Affairs Minister,

Mr. Jaswant Singh, addressing

the United Nations Assembly
on Tuesday. — AP

on further explosive nuclear testing. This meets the
basic obligation of the CTBT,” Mr. Singh said in his
statement.

Maintaining a sharp focus on Pakistan even if not
by name, the Minister said, “India has been the ob-
ject of state- sponsored, cross-border terrorism, in
its most inhuman manifestations for more than a
decade... Terrorism is an assault on human decency,
a violation of the basic precepts of democracy and
the very anti-thesis of what the United Nations rep-
resents and stands for.. it constitutes a crime
against humanity. It is also a threat to international
peace and security, especially when terrorists are

armed, financed and backed by
governments or their agencies.”

‘“We have proposed the draft of
a comprehensive convention on
international terrorism. I urge all
members of the United Nations to
give their total support to this ini-
tiative,” he added.

Pointing out that the structure
of the U.N. Security Council con-
tinued to be the same as it was in
the colonised world of 1945 and
the global consensus that it was
outmoded and must reflect the
logic of an enlarged membership,
Mr. Singh said, “an unrepresenta-
tive Security Council will lack the
range and depth of sensitivity,
perceptiveness and understand-
ing of the realities that it will have
to deal with or the moral author-
ity to take such decisions. I would
like to reaffirm India’s willingness
to take on the responsibilities of
permanent membership.”

The United Nations had consistently been called
on to increase its development orientation and en-
gagement; and that to address the root cause of pov-
erty meaningfully, there had to be firm international
commitments to re-order and re-shape internation-
al relations. “Developing countries and their people
cannot thrive on a diet of advice and goodwill
alone,” he said.



“India’s pull-out timing |
surprlses defence circles

{EITH FLORY é \ g
'TATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Sept. 22. —
While neither the defence min-
stry nor the external affairs
ninistry offered any further
nsight - beyond the bland
statement issued by the latter
ast night - into India’s opting
0 pull out of the UN peace-
ieeping mission in Sierra
seone, only the timing of that
lecision has caused some sur-
yrise in local defence circles
oday.

“There have been more downs
;l}zn ups to Unamsil, so termi-

ing our participation was

ot unexpected but surely a
romprehensive
:xplaining what proved the
yreaking point ought to have
seen forthcoming” an analyst
ybserved. “If for nothing else
han to prevent our detractors
rom continuing with their
ilander campaign.”

Was there a move to change
‘he mandate of the UN force
rom “peace-keeping to peace-
nforcing™ Would the reported
iecision to raise the strength of
'he force from 13,000 to 20,000
nen make it necessary for it to
se led by an officer of a rank
aigher than major general? Or
was it simply the result of a

statement

breakd%wn 'Z\the relations
between Ma) Gen VK Jetley
and his deputy and the bulk of
the African troops in the force
that prompted the pull out?
These were the questions being
asked.

There were no formal
answers, which several experts
contended ought to have been
forthcoming so that not only
were the shortcomings of
Unamsil exposed, but a repeti-
tion of such perceived mistakes
might be averted. “India has
always done its duty by the UN
in this regard, its reasons for
withdrawing would have been
listened to with respect” an
expert opined.

The only scraps of information
that trickled through, “off the
record” of course, was that there
would be no 1mmed1ate pull out.
India would await the UN
arranging for replacements, and
the process of withdrawal would
be spread over at least a couple
of months. The UN would also
have to make arrangements for
air-lifting the troops and their
heavy equipment. “It took some
time to arrange that during
their induction, there is no rea-
son to expect rapld action for

their de-induction” an Army ,

officer observed.
Even on purely m111tary

grounds it could not be a case
of shutting up shop overnight.
Withdrawal would have to be
phased, areas under the control
of the Indian units have to first
be secured, then handed over

" to their replacements. That

was essential to ensure that
the troops were not attacked
during their pull out.

The Indians have contributed
two infantry battalions (one
each from the Grenadiers and
the Gorkha regiments), two
companies of mechanised
infantry, A battery of medium
artillery, a battery of anti-air-
craft guns, plus units providing
logistics support and medical |
cover. They were backed up by
transport and attack helicopters
of the IAF. “Getting all that
home will take considerable
effort” the officer pointed out.

While there may have been
speculation over the immediate
provocation for India to with-
draw, there were no two opin-
ions that Upamsil had never
really taken off. To start with
there was. “no peace to keep”,
hence the mandate of the force
proved the initial, and perhaps
continuous, hurdle.

Nor did any genuine coordina-
tion develop between the vari-

. ous contingents-of the force.
Not even in times of trouble.
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