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groups responsible for the
current spate of attacks in
Kashmir and their support
groups among Pakistani and
Kashmiri expatriates in Britain
will fall foul of the new anti-
terrorism legislation to come
into effect in 2001.

The Act gives police and the
home secretary a wider scope
to tackle foreign extremist
groups operating in the UK.

Till recently, the groups were
free to raise funds, recruit and
train cadres under the guise of
religious or political move-
ments, as long as they did not
violate the British law.

But the Act will allow these
groups to be banned. Their
assets may be seized and the
members jailed if it can’ be
proved that they conspired to
commit a terrorist offence
abroad.

India is not the only country to
seek a tougher approach to
terrorism by British authorities.

Intelligence services have been
asked to step up surveillance of
the Islamic recruiting agencies
after protests from foreign gov-
ernments that Britain is a
major recruitment and fund
raising centre for militants.

Hundreds of young British
Muslims are volunteering to
fight for militant Islamic
groups in Kashmir, Chechnya
and Afghanistan.

Despite international condem-
nation of the recruitment drive,

, it is the duty of the youth to join
the jehad, Al-Mujahideen lea-

der, Sheikh Omar Bakri Mo-
hammed, said. He claims to
have enlisted the services of

I about 700 volunteers.

Security authorities admit
they do not know how many
British Muslims have joined
terrorist groups abroad and
claim they are powerless to
stop them.

1ndia wants UK to

get tough on ultras

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA &
THE TIMES, LONDON

LONDON/ISLAMABAD, Dec.
28. — India will urge the Bri-
tish government to crack down
on extremist groups that use
England as a safe haven for
raising funds, recruiting and
training members for ope-
rations in Kashmir.

The move comes after the
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“nightclub-going lad” till he
became a born-agajn Muslim at
18 after a dream vjsion of Pro-
phet Muhammad. |He report-
edly flew to Pakistan in 1994 to
train with Harkat-ul Ansar.

But British consular officials
and Indian police have not yet
verified the bomber’s identity.
Police merely said he was a
“foreign mercenary.”

The Centre will forward

Jaish-i-Moha- ——— S — details about
mmed named a | Editorial: What next? | the suicide
British Muslim, | page 6 | bomb attack to
Mohammed i UK officials, an
Bilal (24), as On page 8 | official said. If a
the suicide.| "B NHRC to discuss ‘fake | British connec-
bomber who set | encounter’ {tion to the
off a blast at’ W Decks cleared for 1attack can be

the Army head- | Hurriyat leaders’ Pak visit | established, the

. quarters in Sri-

i nagar on Christmas Day, kill-
| ing ten people.

| The founder of Jaish, Mau-

. lana Masood Azhar, said: “Bilal
’ always aspired to martyrdom
| and God fulfilled his desire. He
! is more fortunate than us to die
| in the cause of Allah in the holy
| month of Ramzan.”

¢ Jaish claims Bilal was born
| into a Pakistani family in
' Birmingham and was a

government

will be expected to take action.
“There is a fair amount of
cooperation between the two
countries, and as soon as the
facts are established about who
carried out this attack and
which group was responsible,

we will' bring it to their

attention,” the official said.

India hopes that the militant ;

B See ULTRAS: page 8
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India, U.K. keen on revivin

By Our Spemal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 11. India and Bri-
tain today looked at ways to re-
vive their defence ties, affected by
the Pokhran nuclear tests.

The visiting British Defence
Minister, Mr. Geoffrey Hoon, held
detailed discussions with his Indi-
an counterpart, Mr. George Fer-
nandes. The Chief of the Army
Staff, General S.Padmanabhan,
and the Vice-Chiefs of the Navy
and the Air Force also called on
him. Mr. Hoon met the External
Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, separately.

During an address on the Brit-
ish Strategic Defence Review at
the United Services Institution
(USB, Mr. Hoon said Britain was
encouraged by India’s declaration
of a voluntary moratorium on nu-
clear testing. Seeking India’s per-
manent commitment against
testing, he hoped New Delhi
would reinforce it by signing and
ratifying the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty.

Analysts here point out that Bri-
tain at one time was a major
source of defence supplies to In-
dia. A significant portion of the
Navy as well the IAF has been
based on British equipment.

A core component of the navy's
aviation arm including the air-
craft carrier, INS Viraat, the Har-
rier aircraft it boards as well as the
Sea King helicopters are of British

HY -5

The Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, with his
British counterpart, Mr. Geoffrey Hoon, in New Delhi on
Monday. — Photo: M. Lakshman

origin. Defence cooperation be-
tween the two sides, however, has
slackened since the 1980s. Its re-
vival, is possible in case India
buys 66 Advance Jet Trainers from
the U.K. The over $1- blion deal
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will not only enhance the quan-
tum of defence trade, it will also
enlarge British participation in
India’s aviation sector. The Hawk
deal, for instance, is likely to re-
sult in production of the plane

g de nce ties

under British licence by the
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited.
The HAL also has produced the
Jaguar long- range bomber under
a British licence.

Mr. Hoon will visit the HAL in
Bangalore tomorrow along with
Mr. Anthony Pawson, Director-
General of the British Defence Ex-
port Services and the Director-
General, Operations and Policy,
Mr. Simon Webb.

India, according to sources, has
an open mind on purchasing Brit-
ish equipment, but is unhappy
with the curbs in supply of parts
for Sea King helicopters. These
parts are manufactured by the
United States which cannot route
them to India via Britain because
of the post-Pokhran sanctions.

The two sides also discussed
ways to enhance cooperation
during peace-keeping operatiohs
under the United Nations flag.
“Mr. Fernandes and I have initi-
ated deeper exchanges on peace-
keeping which will help us
explore how to work more closely
together,” Mr. Hoon said adding
that soldiers from the two sides
had interacted with each other in
Sierra Leone recently. While Indi-
ans had been deployed under a
U.N. mandate, Britain had sent a
heavily-armed task force there.
Besides Sierra Leone, British
troops are deployed in Kosovo,
the Persian Guif and East Timor

!
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‘New equality

By Hasan Suroor W \)

LONDON, NOV. 18. The Indo-British
relattuns had entered a new phase
in the past one year, and both in
New Delhi and London there was
a much better understanding of
each other’s perceptions now, the
Foreign Office Minister, Mr. Peter
Hain, said before leaving for India
on a four-day visit. He hoped to
build on the “successful” visit of
India’s Foreign Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, to Britain this week,
and the recent bilateral contacts
between the two countries.

In an interview to The Hindu,
Mr. Hain noted a qualitative shift
in Britain’s attitude towards India
and said the current state of rela-
tions was characterised by a
“sense of partnership”. The series
of mutual visits in recent months,
the setting up of the Indo-UK
Roundtable on strengthening bi-
lateral cooperation and the em-
phasis on “natural partnership”
had dramatically changed the
tone of the dialogue since his last
India visit a year ago.

There had been a “difficult” pe-
riod after India’s nuclear test but
sometime towards the end of last
year, things began to change and,
in fact, the turnaround coincided
with his own visit to New Delhi in
November.

Finally, the two sides had de-
cided to put the past behind them
and look ahead. “I think Britain is
now approaching India with ‘re-

spect and understanding which
had perhaps not always been the
case,” he said.

There was a ‘“‘new equality” to
the relationship which had noth-
ing to do with the past, and the
two countries looked to each oth-
er as partners. ‘T am delighted to
be returning to
India — this time in a climate of
stronger and more confident rela-
tionship,” he said.

Besides meeting Mr. Jaswant
Singh, Mr. Hain would have talks
with the Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs, Mr. Ajit Panja, the
Minister of Information and
Technology, Mr. Pramod Maha-
jan, and the Principal Secretary to
the Prime Minister, Mr. Brajesh
Mishra. The talks, he said, would
cover a wide range of

n tles, says Peter Hain

r v

. issues of common in erest, in-

cluding security, disarmament,
trade and closer cooperation in
information technology. The de-
velopments in Sri Lanka — his
next port of call — could also
come up during the talks as both
India and Britain were keen on a
negotiated settlement of the eth-
nic conflict in the island nation.
Broadly, his visit was a part of the
continuing dialogue and intend-
ed to keep up the momentum of
bilateral contacts.

On substantive issues, Mr. Hain
indicated that Britain would con-
tinue to persuade India to sign the
CTBT and comply with other in-
ternational treaties relating to the
nuclear regime. He indicated that
the issue would be ‘“naturally”
discussed but declined to discuss
the details. The sense was that
both sides would go over their re-
spective positions both on the nu-
clear
issue and India’s claim to a per-
manent seat on the U.N. Security
Council.

MTr. Hain said it was not for Bri-
tain to support or oppose any-
body’s claim because the decision
would be made by the Asian
group. ‘‘As Foreign Secretary has
said India is obviously a natural
contender for the permanent
membership of an enlarged secu-
rity council but it would be for the
Asian group to recommend
who would occupy a permanent
seat allocated to them,” he said.

On relations with Pakistan, Mr.
Hain said Britain would continue
to press for an ‘“‘unambiguous”
timetable for restoration of de-
mocracy, and national party-
based elections.

“It cannot be business as usual
with a military regime but it is in
no one’s interests to isolate Pakis-
tan. The channels of dialogue re-
main open but increasing our
engagement with Pakistan cru-
cially depends on genuine pro-
gress towards the transition to
democracy,” he said.

Hain to meet Sonia

Mr. Hain’s engagements in-
clude a meeting with the Con-
gress president, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi, and a lecture in New Del-
hi on ‘Modernising Govern-
ments: A British Experience”. He
would explain the devolution
process in the U.K. and argue that
“devolution of power, good gov-
ernance, respect for human rights
and transparency are increasingly
global issues which apply as
much to Britain as to any other
country.” However, he would not
push it as a blueprint for India
which, he said, had its own model
of decentralisation.

In Chennai, Mr. Hain would in-
augurate a seminar on promoting
Indo-British cooperation in infor-
mation technology. He said India
was poised to emerge as an “IT

superpower” and the biggest
knowledge-driven econonﬁ
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/ Britain backs India

for U.N.

By Hasan Suroor \,\\) -

V7

LONDON, NOV. 14. On the eve of the
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh's meeting with his
British counterpart, Mr. Robin
Cook, tomorrow the Foreign Of-
fice emphasised that Britain sup-
pprted India’'s claim to a
ermanent seat in the U.N. Secu-
ity Council but said it was finally
for the countries in the region to
decide.

“Our position is very clear —
we back India’s claim and we
would be happy to see it there,”
an official said, adding that in the
end Britain would be guided by
regional consensus.

There was an attempt to play
down the suggestion that Bri-
tain's position was somewhat
equivocal and that between Ja-
pan and India, it was more in-
clined towards Tokyo. If the issue
is taken up during the discussion,
Britain would reassure India of its
support but with the rider on re-
gional consensus. India was, of
course, hoping for a more posi-
tive outcome.

Mr. Singh’s meeting with Mr.
Cook is expected to last about 90
minutes which, officials said, was
a regarded as a fairly long meet-
ing by Whitehall standards and
showed the importance Britain

Council seat

attached to relations with India.
The two sides are expected to en-
gage in a wide-ranging review of
bilateral relations with emphasis
on trade and economij
ation.

|

edly recalled Mr. Cook\s state-
ment during his visit {o New
Delhi in April that the twq coun-
tries were “‘natural partnels’.

“The idea would be to build on
this framework and raise the level
of dialogue,” one official said. In-
ternational issues of mutual con-
cern were also expected to come
up during the talks, terrorism be-
ing one of them. Britain has a
tough anti- terrorist law and In-
dia would expect the legislation
to be put to more effective use
against terrorist groups hostile to
it.

During his meeting with the
Secretary of State for Defence,
Mr. Geoff Hoon, Mr. Singh is ex-
pected to raise the issue of de-
fence spare parts among other
things.

Mr. Singh has a hectic schedule
ahead with most of the official-
level discussions slated for to-
morrow. Today, he had a series of
informal meetings with leaders of
political parties, including'the La-
bour Friends of Indief/
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“Jaswant fulfils _

sV his ‘dream

,\ By Hasan Suroor

LONDON,\NoV. 13. The Foreign Min-
Jaswant Singh, kicked
off his thyee-day visit to Britain
this morning by inaugurating a
Chair on Indian History and Cul-
ture to be set up at Oxford Uni-
versity with an endowment of £
1.8 millions from the Indian Gov-
ernment. The Chair which would
be part of the University’s Faculty
of Oriental Studies is expected to
fill the “gap” in research on Indi-
an history.

During his stay here Mr. Singh
would hold talks with his British
counterpart, Mr. Robin Cook, and
other Ministers as part of what of-
ficials described as a ‘“‘continuing
dialogue” on bilateral relations.

They said there was no struc-
tured agenda, but the whole ga-
mut of Indo-British relations in
the context of the growing mutual
cooperation was likely to be dis-
cussed.

This is his second visit to Bri-
tain this year, and in the summer
Mr. Cook had visited India when
the idea of an India-Britain
roundtable was mooted.

Mr. Singh’s visit comes a week
after the British Minister, Ms. Pa-
tricia Hewitt, had extensive talks
in New Delhi, Bangalore, Calcutta
and Ahmedabad on expanding
the areas of Indian investment in
Britain. Britgin is greatly interest-
ed in gettiAg Indian IT entrepre-
1 invest here, and the

,ﬁwjm

British Govemment has an-
nounced a package of incentives
for them.

Among other things, Mr. Singh
is likely to take up with British
Government the issue of defence
spareparts, and also pursue In-
dia’s case for a permanent seat on
the United Nations Security
Council. Britain has been hedging -
its bets on the issue, while making
polite noises that it appreciates
India’s case. Next week, the For-
cign Office Minister, Mr. Peter
Hain, would be
in India to continue the
logue”.

“dia-

At a function at India House
here, Mr. Singh said it had been
his “dream” to have a Chair of
Indian History and Culture at Ox-
ford and he hoped that it would
build on the historical “linkages”
between India and the UK. It
would be the first such Chair at
Oxford, he said describing the oc-
casion as an “exciting moment”.

The Vice-Chancellor of Oxford
University, Dr. Colin Lucas,
hailed it as a ‘“magnificent gift
from India”’. He recalled Oxford’s
ties with India and said the Chair
would add to that relationship.
The first Professor is expected to
be appointed in October next
year, and the choice would be
entirely of the university’s though
the Indian Government would
have a representative on the se-

lection panel.
A

THE HINDU

1 hoy 20



KARNATAKA / U.K. MINISTER HOLDS TALKS WITH KRISHNA

Indian firms urged to invest in U.K:

By Our Staff Reporter /}O

BANGALORE, NOV. 2. Inviting
Indian industry, particularly
the IT sector, to invest in the
' United Kingdom, the U.K.
Minister for Small Business
and e-commerce, Ms. Patricia
Hewitt, said today it was time
that the Indian companies
entered the European market.

She was speaking at the
“Invest U.K.” seminar
organised by the Indo-British
Partnership here.

Ms. Hewitt said Indian
companies could enter the
European market through U.K.
While the U.S. led the rest of
the world in the Internet and
personal computers market,
the U.K. was the world leader
in digital television,
entertainment and mobile
telephony. The U.K. was the
first country in the world to
create three platforms —

satellite, cable and digital terrestrial.
Indian companies could take advantage of
the U.K.’s expertise in computer games
industry, interactive broadcasting and
mobile technology, she added.

India and the U.K,, she said, were
natural partners. “We each have our
natural strengths,” she said, and invited
Indian companies to take advantage of
the fast-changing economy. She called for
more joint venture companies between
the two countries.

Praise for Bangalore

Lavishing praise on Bangalore, Ms.
Hewitt said the City had emerged as the

Ms. Patricia Hewitt, U.K. Minister for Small Business and
e-commerce, who called on the Chief Minister, Mr. S.M. Krishna,
in Bangalore on Thursday. The British High Commissioner,

Sir Robert Young, is also seen {centre).

software hub of India. Trade between
India and the United Kingdom had
touched 3 million pounds, she pointed
out.

The chairman of Infosys and co-
Chairman of Indo- British Partnership,
Mr. Narayana Murthy, said the U.K. was
the clear leader in Europe in attracting
investments. It was perhaps the only
country to have a Minister in charge of e-
commerce.

The U.K. offered a congenial
atmosphere for Indian companies to
invest, and one of the advantages was
language, he added.

The British High Commissioner to
India, Sir Robert Young, said that while
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most trade promotions were
unilateral, the Indo-British
trade promotion was
bilateral, involving both the
countries.

The Director-General of
Computing Services and
Software Association (CSSA),
Mr. John Higgins, said that
while the U.K.’s IT
expenditure was 52.3 million
pounds in 1999, it was
expected to touch 75.7
million pounds.

He said the CSSA led the
software and services sector
and represented 700
companies.

Digital divide

Addressing a press
conference later; Ms. Patricia
Hewitt agreed that the
“digital divide” was a serious
issue, and said the U.K. was
committed to bridging the
divide. She said she had met the Chief
Minister, Mr. S. M. Krishna, on Thursday
morning and offered to facilitate
assistance from the BBC which had
expertise in interactive broadcasting.

Ms. Hewitt said she had discussed
issues such as the potential of
information technology and Internet in
education with Mr. Krishna.

She said the U.K. was Europe’s largest
e-commerce market. Besides, it was the
single largest investor in India. The U.K.
had taken steps to attract foreign
investment, including
new entrepreneur
she added.




/ Tie-up Ilkely with U.K. on I,

By Sushma Ramachandran\ ’

NEW DELHI, OCT. 31. India and th
U.K. may enter into collaboration
in the cutting edge of software de-
velopment though manpower
sourcing from here is also not
ruled out.

According to the visiting U.K.
Minister for Small Business and
e-Commerce, Ms. Patricia Hewitt,
there is a need to create aware-
ness about the high level of in-
ternet access and software
development in the UK. It is a
huge market which could be prof-
itably accessed by Indian firms.

She told The Hindu that collab-
oration between the two coun-
tries could encompass a whole
range of e-based business consul-
tancy areas. Referring to the
U.Xs own “Silicon Valleys”, she
said Cambridge and East England
had emerged as “Silicon Fens”
while Scotland had centres
known as “Silicon Glens'. These
have emerged as centres for de-
velopment of cutting edge tech-
nology in information technology
and efforts were being made to tie
up with Indian skills to forge a
parinership in this sector. She
said collaboration was also ex-
pected to be significant in small
IT business.

Ms. Hewitt who met her Indian
counterpart, Ms. Vasundhara
Raje, at an earlier conference in
the U.K,, said the discussions dur-
ing this trip had focussed on areas
of cooperation in both IT and
food  production  industries
“where we are very strong’.

Ms. Hewitt stressed that one of
the areas of special interest for
her was the strategy for conver-
gence of broadcasting, telecom
and the internet. The U.K. is cur-
tently trying to work out a long-
term strategy for the convergence
of these which, she feels, is inevi-
table. As India is also working on
these lines, she said this will be an

Ms. Patricia Hewitt, the British
Minister for Small Business
and E-Commerce.

important issue of discussion
during her meeting with the In-
formation Technology Minister,
Mr. Pramod Mahajan.

On the cooperation in IT sector,
she said in the private sector it
would be more in development of
cutting edge software by British
companies based in India and
then exported giobally. An in-
creasing component of software
imports into the U.K. was coming
from India and in this context she
noted that bilateral trade between
the two countries rose by 45 per
cent in the first eight months of
this year. Outlining her objectives
during this visit, she said the need
for a government-to-government
dialogue on developments in this
sector was essential. Besides, she
pointed to the need to create
awareness of the developments in
the U.K. in IT. With the market
expanding rapidly, she said the
U.K. is 18 months ahead of the
U.S. in mobile telephony. Digital
TV is also achieving high sales ev-
er since its introduction whole
third generation mobile phone

development is at an advanced
stage. “The U.K. may become the
first country where a single device
is used as a personal computer,
phone and TV,” she said.

Ms. Hewitt pointed out that
many Indian IT companies were
already operating in the UK. de-
spite the lack of general knowl-
edge that the UK. is a leader in
many information age sectors —
mobile telephony, digital televi-
sion, games and other industries.
The UK. is also the number one
destination for inward invest-
ment into the European Union
and the world's largest second
largest overseas investor, she said.

As far as small business is con-
cerned, she said the talks with Ms.
Vasundhara Raje had centred
around the need to develop a pol-
icy framework to provide effective
support to this sector.

Ms. Hewitt’s itinerary on this
visit began on Monday in Calcutta
where she attended a conference
on e-commerce. She will meet
several ministers here apart from
Ms. Vasundhara Raje and Mr. Ma-
hajan. These include the Minis-
ters of State for Finance and
Commerce, Mr. G.N. Ramachan-
dran and Mr. Omar Abdullah. The
next leg of her visit begins in Ban-
galore on Wednesday where she
will attend the IT.Com fair where
there will be a substantial British
presence. Apart from a meeting
with the Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter, Mr. S.M. Krishna, she will
meet the Infosys chairman, Mr.
N.R. Narayanmurthy who is cur-
rently co-chairman of the Indo-
British Partnership along with Mr.
David Jeffries as well as Wipro
chief, Mr. Azim Premji.

From Bangalore, Ms. Hewitt
will go to Ahmedabad which is
significant for her since her con-
stituency, Leicester, has a large
population of Gujaratis. She will
inaugurate the new British Trade

office during her visit./'/
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S INDIA and the UK get
Ainto the intensive engage-
ment mode, foreign minis-
ter Jaswant Singh will be travel-
ling to London as part of a series
of high-level visits between the
two countries throughout this
year and well into the next.
Foreign office consultations
between the two countries on
Tuesday also focused on a possi-
ble visit to India by the British
Prime Minister Tony Blair.
British Diplomatic Services
head Sir John Kerr, who is on a
visit to Delhi, also announced
that the UK would increase
development aid to India from
£120 million to £180 million —a
decision announced by British
minister for international devel-
opment Claire Short. He met the
principal secretary Brajesh
Mishra on Monday evening.
British minister for e-com-
merce Patricia Hewitt will visit
Delhi soon to explore avenues for
cooperation in IT and e- com-

merce, Sir John said. This
announcement came on the heels
of reports that the UK had issued
30,000 more work permits for
next year to allow more qualified
foreign recruits, including IT
experts, into the country. A num-
ber of these recruits will obvious-
ly come from India.

On Tuesday, Sir John
referred to the steadily increas-
ing Indian investments in the
British technology industry over
the past couple of years. Bilateral
trade is at a steady £3 billion,
promising to rise to £5 billion by
the end of the current financial
year.

The figure, an increase of
around 40 per cent from the
90,000 permits issued last year,
follows a relaxation of rules
unveiled earlier this month,
British employment officials said
in London.

British minister for employ-
ment Margaret Hodge was quoted
as saying that the government
was responding to “acute short-
ages” in sectors such as IT,

/. Ando-British diplomacy
7swings into intensive mode

adding that the shortage of pro-
fessionals could “inhibit growth.”

Both deputy foreign ministers
Peter Hain and Keith Vaz will
drop in on Delhi in the next cou-
ple of months, as will the trade
secretary Stephen Byers and
defence secretary Geoffrey Hoon.

Mr Blair’s visit will depend
on whether he calls general elec-
tions next year, as some
observers have been predicting.

Sir John, who held intensive
foreign office consultations with
foreign secretary Lalit Mansingh,
did not say whether any request
had been made for an amnesty
for Peter Bleach, accused in the
Purulia arms drop case, on
grounds that it was already on
appeal.

The situation in Afghanistan
and Pakistan featured prominent-
ly in the foreign office consulta-
tions on Tuesday, as both coun-
tries worked out the mechanics
of a joint working group (JWG)
on terrorism, announced during

the recent visit of Britigh home
secretary Jack Straw. /7




Round Table for thrust
w»¥ to Indo-U.K. ties !}

\'\' By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, OCT. 11. India and Britain
would tgke steps to remove ‘‘mis-
conceptions” about each other

i and to expand areas of mutual in-
* terest, it was announced at the

end of a two-day India-UK Round
Table here on Tuesday evening.
The meeting was a follow-up to
the first Round Table held in New
Delhi early this year, and the two
sides identified information tech-
nology, science and technology,
education, e-commerce and trade
and investment as priority areas
for cooperation.

In a joint statement the leader
of the Indian delegation Mr K.C.
Pant, Deputy Chairman of the
Planning Commission, and Lord
Swraj Paul, co-chairman of the
Round Table, expressed satisfac-
tion with the outcome which they
hoped would help create a ‘“‘new
partnership’” between the two
countries. They noted that often
there were misconceptions about
what was happening in either
country and these acted as a bar-
rier to better understanding.
There was need to remove them
and build on commonalities.

The British Foreign Secretary,
Mr Robin Cook, who made an ap-
pearance at the Round Table of-
fered Britain's full support to
efforts to strengthen bilateral re-
lations. The first Round Table, it
may be recalled, was launched by

Mr Cook and the External Affairs
Minister, Mr Jaswant Singh, with
the mandate to “enhance’” the
level of Indo-British cooperation.

Mr. Pant and Lord Swraj Paul in
their  statement  repeatedly
stressed the importance of Indo-
British relations and resolved to
do everything possible to streng-
then them further. The Indian
delegation called on the Prime

|

Minister, Mr. Tony Blair and also

met the director of the London
School of Economics, Mr Anthony
Gideon.

Preventing Indo-Pak.
flare-up was my
goal: Clinton

WASHINGTON, ocT. 11. The U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, has
said that one of the goals of his
presidency was to prevent a nu-
clear flare-up between India and
Pakistan.

“I wanted to try to minimise
the turbulence, the possibility of
war — and nuclear war — be-
tween India and Pakistan, which
is something that was not ripe for
my involvement until rather late
in my term,” the President said
during an interview with author,
Mr. Joe Klein, in New York, the
transcript of which has been re-
leased by the White House.—
PTI
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‘Indo-UK forum to exploreD

more coo

By LK. Sharmasg ‘
The Times of India News Sérvice
LONDON: British foreign secre-
tary, Robin Cook, has highlighted
the importance of Britain’s “spe-
cial friendship” with India, com-
mending imaginative efforts to
cement it further. On the eve of
the UK.-India round-table meet-
ing in Britain, he appreciated its
wide-ranging mandate which goes
beyond the economic and com-
mercial ties.

The round-table has as its co-
chairmen, K.C. Pant, vice-chair-
man of the Planning Commission,
and Lord Swraj Paul. The initiative
was launched by Mr Cook and his
Indian counterpart, Jaswant Singh,
in April this year when the first
meeting was held in New Delhi.
The foreign secretary referred to

- the exploratory work being done
by the round-table in areas of edu-
cation, science and technology,

* environment and energy, apart
from that of business and industry.
He said the organisation was
bringing a “fresh and innovative
approach” to bilateral relations.

Britain takes this semi-official
initiative seriously as it has only
one other bilateral forum of this
kind involving Germany. While
the operational issues of trade and
finance are basically covered by
the Indo-British partnership, this
forum is also expected to provide

a theoretical underpinning to an
—_ _

eratlon

far as examining the media’s per-
ception of each other.

Lord Paul said this was not a
“talking shop” and that concrete
recommendations had been made
at the first meeting and followed up
later. He said Mr Robin Cook was
taking a personal interest in the
working of this forum and the
British official response to the rec-
ommendations made so far has
been prompt. He also sought to

SPECIAL FRIENDSHIP

@ Britain takes initiative seriously

@ Round-table meet is not a
talking shop: Swraj Paul

@ India seen in new light

remove the impression in India that
the main concern of the forum was
commercial relations. The five ses-
sions of the forum will, for example,
cover issues of cultural pluralism,
education and immigration also.

In Mr Pant, the Indian side has
a leader with a rich experience as
minister in charge of areas ranging
from science and technology,
energy and defence. The British
team includes academics such as
Prof Judith Brown and Tim
Lancaster. The UK’s reassessment
of its place in the world will
impact on its relations with India
which is seen as a middling power.
The Indian worldview will be pre-

avenues

all relat1$nsh1L nd goes asdr

by former foreign secretary
M.K. Rasgotra.

A similar talk about Britain will
be given by Anthony Giddens,
director of London School of
Economics. His school has had
some influence on shaping the
dominant ideologies in the two .
countries in the post-war years. ‘

But since then, the school itself
has been transformed from a nurs-
ery of the socialist leaders to an
institute fit to operate in the mar-
ketplace. Prof Giddens has
emerged as an advocate of the
Third Way and his voice is heard
by Prime Minister Tony Blair.The
search for an ideology to meet the
present-day challenges interests
the academics of both the UK and
India. Science and technology has
largely remained neglected as an
area of cooperation despite the
past close links between the scien-
tific communities of the two coun-
tries. Prof Obaid Siddiqi, eminent
scientist, is a member of the Indian
delégation.

It is India’s comparative advan-
tage and expertise in the field of
information technology, as testified
by the American market and
German interest, that has made
Britain look towards India in a new
light. However, this intense interest
in IT has also meant that little
notice is being taken of India’s
capabilities in other emerging
areas of science and technology.
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[Indi Indla keen on'strong| -

defence ?e

LONDON: An Indian official dele
gation conveyed to its hosts here
that Britain should endeavour to
appear to be a reliable supplier of
defence equipment and that India
was keen to have bilateral coopera-
tion that went beyond occasional
| sales of the military hardware. In-
dia’s sad experience about service
and spares supply assurances by the
manufacturers here was again
brought up at the two-day meeting
of the the Indo-British defence
consultative group.

The Indian delegation was led by
defence secretary T.R. Prasad and
the UK side by permanent under
secretary K. Tebbit. India recently
complained about the difficulties it
was facing with regard to the spares
and services for the Sea Harrier
jump jets and Sea King helicopters.
Since then the situation regarding
the Harriers has improved. Of
course, Britain can hardly help with
regard to the equipment which gets
affected by American sanctions ei-
-| ther because the British supplier
has since then been bought over by
the Americans or was using an
American technology in the equip-
ment.

The group finalised a work pro-
gramme after meetings that cov-
ered defence supplies as well re-

WIth UK

earch and development. A memo-
randum of understanding on de-
fence research had been signed by
the two countries more than 10
years ago but it remained on paper.
The topic of defence research came
up on the agenda of the group
meeting and it was decided to initi-
ate some activity. The group dis-
cussed general topics such as the
management of change, UN peace-
keeping and regional security.

The Indian delegation was
briefed about the smart procure-
ment initiative and the defence lo-
gistics organisation. Britain is keen
to promote exports to India not
only because India represented a
big market but also because sup-
plies to India do not cause a politi-
cal embarrassment unlike m the
case of those countries whose hu-
man rights record is questioned by
the activists. India’s plan to acquire
an advanced jet trainer is of partic-
ular interest to Britain.

The joint group’s meeting fol-
lowed the visit to Britain by Indian
defence minister George Fernan-
des, and those by Indian service
chiefs and a meeting between Bra-
jesh Mishra, India’s national securi-
ty adviser and principal secretary to
the prime minister, and British de-
fence secretary Geoffrey Hoon.
The British defence secretary will
be visiting India later this year.
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°"'> India, U.K to set up JWG

y Ou pec1al Correspondent

NEW DELMI, SEPT. 4. India and Bri-
tain today agreed to set up a Joint
Working Group to counter terror-
ism, drug trafficking and other re-
lated crimes. At a joint press
conference here, the visiting Brit-
ish Home Secretary, Mr. Jack
Straw, and the Union Home Minis-
ter, Mr. L. K. Advani, said the mod-
alities of the proposed JWG would
be worked out by the officials of the
two countries next month.

Describing his nearly 90-minute
long discussions with Mr. Advani at
the North Block as “very compre-
hensive”’, Mr. Straw said matters of
mutual interest in “huge areas”
were discussed. Assisting Mr. Straw
in the discussions was a six- mem-
ber delegation. On the Indian side,
the Union Home Secretary, Mr. Ka-
mal Pande, two Special Secretaries
and other senior Home Ministry
officials were present.

Mr. Advani said a Home Ministry
team would visit the U.K. in Octo-
ber to work out modalities of the
JWG to make it as comprehensive
as possible. Mr. Straw said the sug-
gestion to set up the JWG was
mooted by Mr. Advani during his
visit to London in June. The JWG
on terrorism is likely to further plug
the loopholes in respective domes-
tic legislation against people who
have committed crimes in each
other's countries. India and the

UK. already have an extradition
treaty in place which is working
“satisfactorily”, officials said.

To a question, Mr. Straw said the
case of Peter Bleach, a British na-
tional currently lodged in a Calcut-

Visa rules eased
for entrepreneurs

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 4. Britain to-
day said it has relaxed visa
rules to allow Indian entrepre-
neurs in Hi-tech areas of In-
formation Technology and
E-commerce to do business in
the United Kingdom.

“From today, new rules
come into force for entrepre-
neurs who wish to do business,
particularly in the area of In-
formation Technology and E-
commerce,” the visiting Brit-
ish Home Secretary, Mr. Jack
Straw told presspersons after
over an hour-long meeting
with the Home Minister, Mr.
L.K. Advani here.— PTI

ta jail with regard to the Purulia
arms drop case, was discussed. Bri-
tain did not mean to intervene in
India’s judicial process but wanted
the hearing on appeal speeded up,
he said. “'The case was discussed in
a context that showed respect to-
wards independence of the judici-

ary.”” According to official sources,
the agenda of Mr. Straw’s visit in-
cluded discussions on a possible
bilateral prisoner transfer agree-
ment, cooperation on internation-
al terrorism and organised crime,
collaboration on anti-drugs traf-
ficking and immigration matters.

On immigration, Mr. Straw said
new rules for entrepreneurs had
been worked out and added that
there were a lot of opportunities for
people with substantial skills of e-
nature. Faced with an increasing
crunnch of skilled personnel, the
British Government is toying with
the idea of opening up several seg-
ments of the job sector to immi-
grants. Mr. Straw added that more
facilities would be introduced for
applicants in the British High
Commission in Delhi and consul-
ates in Mumbai, Chennai and Cal-
cutta.

Mr. Advani was presented a copy
of the recent anti- terrorism law
passed by the British Parliament,
which would come into force from
October.

On the report that one of those
who hijacked an Indian Airlines
aircraft to Kandahar last year was a
British national, Mr. Straw said his
Government was aware of it and
had also experienced the hijacking
of an Ariana Afghan airlines plane,
adding that the extradition treaty
with India was to take care of these
problems.

THE 1 INDU
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Indo British team to N

 fight terrorism °

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Sept. 4. — India
and Britain will set up a joint
working group (JWG) to fight
terrorism and drug trafficking,
and a team of senior Indian
officials will go soon to Britain
to finalise the technicalities.
India already has a JWG on
terrorism with the USA and a
somewhat sirnilar arrangement
with Russia. )
The JWG was announced
here today after a 90-minute
meeting between the visiting
British home secretary, Mr
Jack Straw, and the home min-
ister, Mr LK Advani. India pro-
posed the arrangement when
Mr Advani visited Britain ear-

lier this year. The arrangement
would serve as a mechanism
for regular exchange of infor-
mation between the two coun-
tries. -

The JWG would “give curren-
¢y to our relations”, Mr Straw
said when the two leaders
interacted with reporters after
their meeting. “It would cover
all areas of common concern”,
Mr Advani said.

Mr Straw said the case of
Peter Bleach, did figure in the
discussions, but in the context
of his respect for an indepen-
dent Indian judiciary. It had

" been suggested earlier that

Bleach serve the remainder of
his sentence in a prison in the
UK. There was no specific dis-

THE STATESMAN
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cussion, Mr Straw ald, on the
extradition to Indialof a British
national who had Been one of
the persons released from an
Indian jail to secure the free-
dom of the passengers held
hostage during the hijack of IC-
814 last year. The menace of
hijacking had been discussed in
general terms.

Mr Straw, who is on a Week-
long visit, said suggestions for
some changes in the system of
issuing visas had been
received. He had been informed
that the number of visas issued
in India had doubled last year.
Britain, he said, had decided to
broaden opportunities for
experts in IT and e-commerce
from India to visit the UK.




I%DIA AND BRITAIN have decided to set up a
Joint Working Group (JWG) to counter terror-
ism. The proposal was mooted during the Lon-
don visit of the Home Minister, Mr. L. K
Advani, and firmed up now on the arrival of the
British Home Secretary, Mr. Jack Straw. Apart
from discussing a strategy to forge closer coop-
eration in dealing with the menace of terrorism
bn a bilateral basis, the JWG will provide an
institutional mechanism to step up coordina-
tion in tackling the problems of drug trafficking
and related crimes. The two countries already
have an extradition treaty in place and the JWG
should provide an ideal vehicle to maintain
close contact and exchange information on ter-
rorism and other major concerns. Now that the
new Terrorism Act 2000 of the U.K. takes effect
from October, the JWG could help plug the
loopholes in the domestic legislation as well as
the rules and regulations to be framed by the
two countries in the future. Like the Joint Com-
mission, it would be a regular meeting ground
for the Home Ministries to sort out problems
coming in the way of enhanced cooperation in
the fight against terrorism.

Bilateral ties between India and Britain
have returned to the fast track after the slow-
down in 1998 over the Pokhran tests. The For-
eign Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, the Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, and Mr. Ad-
vani have had fruitful visits to London. Negotia-
tions for the purchase of a fleet of Advanced Jet
i[‘rainers (AJTs) from British Aerospace for the
ndian Air Force are at an advanced stage. The
AITs are a long-pending need for the IAF, espe-

ially in the context of the alarming crashes of
AiG 21s in recent years. At least 55 MiG aircraft
ave crashed in the past four years, causing
cons1derable concern about the safety of these
ussian-made aircraft. A better alternative had
;o be found to phase out the ageing MiG fleet
with the IAF.
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¢ COUNTERING TERRORISM TOGETHE

It is not as though there are no prob
The immigration rules and procedures in
tain have remained a stumbling block in bila}-
eral relations. Britain had to withdraw some of
the proposed changes in the conditions for the
issue of visa to many Asian visitors, including
Indians — calling for a huge deposit as a guar-
antee. But Mr. Jack Straw has also the mission
to beckon Indian businessmen, particularly in
the Information Technology (IT} and e-com-
merce sectors. He announced the easing of visa
rules for entrepreneurs. Significantly, London
would be dismantling the present framework
laying down financial norms about the entre-
preneurs capacity to do business. Given India’s
growing clout in IT, it is not surprising that Bri-
tain should start wooing Indian IT giants and
professionals — who are already in demand in
major markets such as the U.S., Germany, Ja-
pan and Southeast Asia. But what matters most
is the cost of doing business and the treatment
of foreigners, especially those who come to
work. There should be no discrimination.

Trade and investment interests apart, ter-
rorism is bound to top the Indian agenda in its
dealings with the West. London has unfortu-
nately earned the dubious distinction of being
the global headquarters for a variety of terrorist
groups, operating through a front. At the height
of the terrorist crisis in Punjab, Sikh groups
used the U.K. as a formidable base. Now the
Kashmiri groups have also established a hold in
London and other world centres. One of the
hijackers of the Indian Airlines flight last year to
Kandahar was reported to be a British national.
With the new Terrorism Act and through some
determined action, the British Government
must put an end to terrorist or secessionist
groups using its soil to carry on their war and
campaign against other states. The Blair regime
must come out loud and strong against all
forms of terrorism and its practitioners.



/Happy reversal of past attitudes

By K. K. Katyal

The positive outcome of the talks between
the Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, and his
British counterpart, Mr. Jack Straw, is to be
hailed not only because of the promise of ef-
fective steps to stop the use of the Britain as a
springboard for terrorist actions in India, but
also because it signifies a happy reversal of the
attitudes exhibited in the past, to the acute
dismay of New Delhi.

Think of the Margaret Thatcher era when
her Conservative Government justified its
non- action on an issue of extreme sensitivity
to India on the basis of a ham-headed inter-
pretation of the legal provisions, or of the days
when the leaders of the Labour Party, while in
the (Jpposition, repaid the lavish hospitality
offeted to their invited delegations to Pakistan
jith effusive support to its case on its prob-
I¢éms with India, specially, the Kashmir issue
think of all this and the significance of the
understanding of our stand will be clear. The
irritants that used to plague the bilateral rela-
tionship those days are, happily, things of the
past. Also gone is the chill that developed in
the wake of India's nuclear tests in 1998, when
the U.K. was among those adopting a hard line
(supporting a punitive approach to India, call-
ing for de-weaponisation etc.).

The British stand was different from that of
France, which said it had no difficulty in com-
ing to terms with India’s nuclear reality. It was
different also from the position taken by Rus-
sia which, while firm in its opposition to New
Delhi’s nuclear plans, maintained — even
stepped up — cooperative dealings in various
areas, defence not excluded. India and the
U.K,, thus, had quite a distance to cover so as
to restore normalcy. They have been able to
do it, to a large extent.

From the early eighties, the British stand on
matters of deep concern to India passed
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through different phases — to settle down to
the present position, satisfactory from the In-
dian standpoint. Towards the turn of the nine-
ties, the Thatcher Government’s stand on
terrorism was considered here somewhat am-
bivalent. While it spoke of its commitment to
crush terrorism, several caveats were added.
For instance, Mrs. Thatcher had no compunc-
tion in saying that “the peaceful advocacy of
secession is not in itself against the law, how-
soever strongly we may disagree with it.” Also,
her Government projected the country’s legal
and judicial institutions in a way as to appear
unequal to the task of fighting terrorism.

in the early nineties, London’s stand
changed as was evident from the remarks of
the then Home Secretary (Minister) that ‘‘the
British Government condemnns the use of vio-
lence for political gain anywhere in the world

NEWS ANALYSIS

and we support the Indian Govemment\in’l/ts
efforts to deal with terrorist violence. We rec-
ognise the difficulties facing the Indian Gov-
ernment and the need for exceptional
measures to deal with law and order.” Such
formulations were elaborated in the later part
of Mr. John Major’s tenure. The twist given to
human rights issues, however, was not entire-
ly to India’s liking.

By and large, New Delhi had no serious
problem with the Major Government’s stand
on Indo-Pakistan matters and Kashmir — the
need for respect of human rights, resumption
of political process in Jammu and Kashmir,
cessation of external support to violence. It
regarded Kashmir as a matter that needed to
be resolved bilaterally by India and Pakistan
under the Shimla Agreement.

The Labour Party, then in the opposition,
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was because a sizable number of
Ps depended on the support, in their
constituehcies, of immigrants from the Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir, from Mirpur in partic-
ular. On its part, Islamabad used this leverage
to its advantage and extended invitations to
Labour leaders to visit Pakistan. The party’s
National Executive, in 1995, took a clearly pro-
Pakistan line on Kashmir — referring both to
the Shimla Agreement and the U.N. Resolu-
tions and to the historical responsibility of the
British Government.

1997/ lest the stand taken by it in the past
uld be reflected in the new Government'’s
olicy. It did not lose time in sending Mr. Mu-
rasoli Maran, Commerce Minister, to London
to brief the Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair.
India could derive comfort from the fact that
the Labour in office appreciated its views. Ear-
lier this year, Mr. Peter Hain, junior minister in
the foreign office, for instance, was emphatic
that “cross-border terrorism is proving to be
an enormous threat to the stability of Jammu
and Kashmir. We look to Gen. Prevez Mushar-
raf to see that such terrorism stops. We also
look to Gen. Musharraf, who is widely seen as
the author of the Kargil incident last year, to
ensure that nothing like that ever happens
again.”

On nuclear issues, the gaps in the positions
of the two sides remains wide. But they have
resolved not to let this divergence become an
impediment in the rest of the bilateral field.
The UK., however, would need to work for a
change in the widespread perception here that
it toes the U.S. line on major issues, rather
than taking an independent starﬂ,/ e




UK concern over
cross-border \

7> terrorism "\

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, Sept. 9. — The British home secre-
tary, Mr Jack Straw, said here today that cross-
border terrorism was a matter for concern and
he had discussed the issue with the Union home
minister, Mr LK Advani.

He added that the issue cropped up during his
discussions with the chief ministers of West
Bengal, Maharashtra and Gujarat. Mr Straw
met Mr Jyoti Basu today.

According to Mr Straw, his visit was to
strengthen ties between the two countries and
work together on issues like crime, drugs and
international terrorism. Efforts would also be
maéie to improve-cooperation on policing, he
said.

The British home secretary said effective
operation of its extradition treaty with India
was a must. The treaty should be fair to
the accused and the country asking for extradi-
tion.

Referring to the Kashmir issue Mr Straw calied
for negotations and an end to violence. According
to him, cross-border terrorism should be stopped
at any cost.

Elaborating on the Kashmir issjue he said: “Our
position is very clear. We strmﬁgly believe that
violence offers no solution. We helieve the prob-
lem can be resolved by Indo-Pak negotiatiens.”
He iterated the UK government’s condemnation
of Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.

He said he had general discussions with Mr
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Basu, describing the talks as “constructive”.

“We learnt about the impressive developments
in information technology in Calcutta in the past
three years,” he said.

Mr Straw also discussed issues like law and
order with the chief minister. “The question of
cooperation between our police forces and addi-
tional training and assistance we can offer to the
West Bengal police also figured in our discus-
sions”, Mr Straw said.

On the Peter Bleach issue, the British home
secretary said: “In no sense has Bleach been
abandoned by the British government.”
Mr Straw had expressed concern at the long
time taken for Bleach’s appeal to be heard.

The release of five Latvians had also been dis- |

cussed.

On the issue of trade and commerce Mr Straw
said the UK was eager to strengthen bilateral
trade with India.

There had been an improvement in export fig-
ures on both sides, he said.

Regarding possibilities of people from this
country going to the UK, Mr Straw said his
country would let in more skilled people from
India. Throughout the country there has been
158,000 visa applications.

Replying to a question on whether his country
would allow access to files concerning Netaji’s
disappearance Mr Straw said: “In such cases we
always do our best”.

Mr Straw visited India from 4 to 9 September
at the invitation of Mr Advani.




We haven’t abaridoned Bleach: Straw

HT Correspondent “(i,o-) i
Calcutta, September 9 \&
BRITISH HOME Secretary Jack
Straw today denied allegations that
his Government had abandoned
Peter Bleach, prime accused in the
Purulia arms drop case.

The matter, he said, had come up
during his discussions with Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu.

“I have conveyed the concerns
expressed to my Government to
Mr Basu,” Straw, in the city on the
last leg of his six-day tour of India,
told reporters. The “concerns”, he
said, covered two basic aspects—
the delay in hearing Bleach’s
appeal and the amnesty granted to
his five co-accused. The British
Home Secretary said he had also
discussed the matter with Union
Home Minister L K Advani.

Reacting® to Bleach’s complaint
that he had been “abandoned” by
his own country, Straw said: “We
have been providing the same con-
sular services to Peter Bleach as we
would to any other British citizen
arrested in a foreign country.”

Straw made it clear that his
Government’s intervention in the
Bleach case was in keeping with
the policy of “respect for the judi-
cial process in a democratic coun-
try”.
He refused to comment on
Bleach’s charge that the police of
his own country had framed him.
“I have replied to those allegations
in Parliament and I have nothing
more to add to that.”

British Deputy High
Commissioner John Mitchiner said
that the mission here had taken up
with the authorities allegations of
mistreatment of Bleach in prison
“as has been necessary from time
to time”.

Mitchiner confirmed that his
office had received a request from
the West Bengal Government for

access to secret records on the ‘dis-
appearance’ of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose that is being investi-
gated by a commission of inquiry.
“We have requested the State
Government to let us know the
names of their duly authorised rep-
resentatives who would go through
the records,” he said.

Straw added that granting per-
mission for access to the records
would not be a problem, given the
friendly ties between the two coun-
tries.

Speaking about his meeting with
Basu earlier in the day, Straw said
a number of issues of mutual inter-
est were discussed. The discus-
sions, a sequel to Basu’s trip with a
trade delegation from this state to
UK in July, centred primarily

Jyoti Basu with British Home Secretary Jack Straw at the Writers’ on Saturday. Photo: Ashok Nath Dey

around trade, commerce and
industrial partnerships.

Significantly, the law and order
situation in the State too was dis-
cussed, along with enhanced coop-
eration between the police forces.
“I am impressed by what I have
been told about the development
in the IT sector in this State,” he
added.

Reiterating his country’s position
that the Kashmir imbroglio could
be sorted out through bilateral dis-
cussions between India and
Pakistan, Straw repeated UK’s
condemnation of cross-border ter-
rorism. He said some amendments
were being brought about in UK’s
extradition laws “to make them
effective and fair both to the fugi-
tive and the requesting State”.

Arms seized

THE POLICE seized one AK-47
rifle. and a 9 mm pistol from

Gour Mahato, Sabir Saudagar

and Mannan Saudagar, residents
of "a, Purulia village from the
Bagila - railway station 'in
Burdwan district on Friday night.
The arms were part of the
cache airdropped over Purulia in
December 17, 1995. These three
had bought these arms from
Jaipur village and had come to
Bagila in search of a buyer.
Acting on a tip-off, police chased
them and found they were carry-

ing these arms in a gunny bag.
HTC, Calcutta
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India, U.K. for co-operation in power sector

‘By LK. SHARMA (. \
The Times of India News Service

LONDON: India and Britain will
increase their cooperation in the
field of power and other
infrastructural sectors. A
memorandum of understanding
between the two countries will
cover the areas of regulatory
mechanism, advanced
transmission technologies, utilities
management, and fly ash products
and disposal.

PR. Kumaramangalam, power
minister, met trade and industry
secretary Stephen Byers and
finalised a proposal for sharing
expertise in the power sector. He
also assured investors that the
decision-making process affecting
new power projects had been
streamlined and there need not be
any fear of delays.

British
companies a
involved in som
of the proposed
power projects,
and the minister
explained that the
initial hurdles
which delayed
projects had been
overcome.

In the past few
months, some 13
new projects with
a total capacity of
2500 MW had
reached the stage
of financial
closure. B

There was P.R. Kumaramangalam
coordination
among various government
agencies and the progress of
proposals was being monitored.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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Economic reforms
in the power
sector were being
implemented and
privatisation of
distribution would
improve recovery
of charges. The
regulatory
mechanism was
even more
independent than
the one in Britain.
Action had been
initiated in several
states for curbing
the theft of power
and non-payment
of bills. In Delhi,
the collection had
shown a dramatic

increase. The additional revenue
amounted to about Rs 40 crore a
month. Accountability was being

introduced in the power sector
and there would be transparency
with regard to fuel consumption,
generation costs and
environmental impact. A
consolidated bill governing
different facets of the electricity
industry would replace several old
pieces of legislation.

The minister said the private
sector’s participation had been
much below the targets and it was
only in the state sector that the
generating capacity had been
added in any significant measure.

The minister said BHEL of
India was one of the leading
organisations of this type in the
world.

As power minister, his
endeavour was to ensure that its
capabilities were strengthened
and its share in the global market
was increased.
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Alcences issued on case-ta case basis’

India

‘sore’

at UK-Pak

defence

STATESMAN NEWS S VICE

\

NEW DELHI, July 10. — India
on Saturday expressed “disap-
pointment” at the British gov-
ernment’s decision to issue
export licences for the supply
of defence equipment to
Pakistan.

The move is being viewed here
as evidence of Britain’s desire
to engage itself with the mili-
tary regime in Pakistan.

Reacting to the decision, that
became public knowledge in a
reply in the House of Commons
earlier last week, the external
affairs spokesman said, “We
believe that this step is not in
consonance with the spirit of
the stand taken by the
Commonwealth, as indeed by
the British government in
respect of the situation in
Pakistan.”

In his reply in the House of
Commons, the British minister
of state for foreign affairs, Mr
. Peter Hain, had said the gov-
ernment had issued 20 stan-
dard individual export licences
for a narrow and well-defined
range of equipment while
rejecting another 26.

Export licence applications
would continue to be assessed
on a case-by-case basis, Mr
Hain said.

Britain is still concerned
about defence exports to
Pakistan in the light of the
Kargil incursion, the military
coup and possibility of diver-
sion to undesirable end-users
and continued regional ten-
sions, he added.

The external affairs
spokesman here, however,
made no such distinction while
expressing India’s disapproval.
He added that the Indian High
Commission had been in touch
with the British government to
communicate India’s disap-
(pointment.

i While there had been no offi-
;cial British embargo on the
sale of arms to Pakistan, there
was a go-slow policy that came

deal

into operation following the
Chagai tests. What has irked
India however is that the unof-
ficial restriction has been lifted
against Pakistan despite
Britain’s professed desire not
to engage with the Musharraf
government,

While there was no official
reaction on what the step sig-
nalled, the government, it is
learnt, sees this as evidence on
the part of the West to re-
engage Pakistan.

The implications of the
British decision were political
rather than military, according
to defence ministry sources.
They saw no real danger in
Pakistan once again getting
equipruent supplies from man-
ufacturers in the UK

The general feeling was that
the British government had
bowed to pressure from its
defence industry. Its commer-
cial credibility could have been
affected had the freeze on sales
to Pakistan persisted indefi-
nitely.

Defence officials rejected
the suggestion tnat India and
the UK had struck - a
deal under which substantial
arms sales to India had been
cleared to “compensate” for lift-
ing the ban on concluding pre-
vious arrangements with
Pakistan,

Although the British freeze
had been imposed on both
countries in the wake of their
1998 nuclear tests it had been
lifted from India guite some
time ago.

There had been some prob-
lems, a few still linger, it was
admitted. But the fact that
negotiations for the Hawk AJT,
and the Jaguar programme
had recently been extended,
proved that there was no need
for a secret deal, officials said.

Indo-British defence relations
had to be seen in a much
broader context said the MEA
spokesman, pointing out that
the Indo-British Defence
Committee had met recently.

THE STATESNAN
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L —Shift’ in UK.s
stang o Kg\shmlr
NEV‘\\I Dbl MAY 17, There has been
a “landmark shift” in the United
Kingdom’s stand on Kashmir and
New Delhi is getting full cooper-
ation from London on extradition
of terrorists who took shelter in

that country, the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, told

the Lok Sabha today.?, u,‘/
This change in attitude is no

inadvertent but due to New Del-
hi's carrying conviction with its
policy on various issues, the Min-
ister said while replying to a sup-
plementary during quéstion hour.
In the Rajya Sabha today, the
Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, said the Pakistani Ar-
my had carried out certain troop
readjustments on the LoC and
some reserve formations had
been moved from their perma-
nent locations close to the LoC.
He said.the Kargil misadven-
ture by Pakistan had resulted in a
major defeat for that country. As a
face saving measure, Pakistan has
renewed campaign to step up
militancy to prove to the world
that the State continued to re-
main a ‘flash point’ requiring in-
tervention by the international
community. — PTI, UNI
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Robin Cook
arrives in
Ncw Delhi

STATESMAN NEWS SE}{\%

NEW DELHI, April 15.\— The
British Foreign Secretary,
Mr Robin Cook, arrived
here by a special aircraft
this afternoon on a visit to
which India appears to be
attaching a high degree of

importance. < ,W

That a non-business dayrip
to  Jodhpur tomorrow,
where the External Affairs
Minister, Mr Jaswant Singh,
will play host, precedes
their official interaction is a
pointer to the mood in which
the talks are expected to be
held.

Although no formal agree-
ments are scheduled to be
gigned, it is likely that Mr
Cook’s visit will remove the
roadblocks that Pokhran-Ii
had thrown up in the bilateral
military cooperation.

A meeting of the defence
consultative group could
take place later this year and
the invitations recently
extended to India’s Chiefs of
{ Staff to visit the UK are

likely to accepted, according to
the ministry of external
affairs.

Though the countries do have
differences over some WTO-
! related matters and issues of
| nuclear non-proliferation, the
i official line is that they do not
constitute obstacles to a close
bilateral relation. That percep-
tions coincide on several other
important issues off-sets the
differences.

THE STATESMAN
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. The British forei, cretary has echoed the changed US line on Kash-
mir that borders cannot be redrawn by blood, mediation is not feasible
in the circumstances,\yiolence should stop, restraint should be observed

, and dialogue is the way, to solution. It is significant that these views have

ign secretary who belongs to the Labour party;
new evidence has surfaced which suggests that the partition of India was

--promoted and implemented by a Labour party-run British government
as the basic thrust of its Cold War strategy vis-a-vis the perceived Soviet
threat to the “Wells of power” in the Persian Gulf. The New York Times
has carried an account of how Britain pressured the US in 1953 into us-
ing the CIA to topple the Iranian Prime Minister, Mossadeq. It was the
British Labour Party’s refusal to endorse Lord Louis Mountbatten’s ac-
ceptance of the Maharajah of Kashmir’s accession which created the
Kashmir dispute and encouraged Pakistan to entertain hopes of acquir-
ing Kashmir. The British intelligence assessment of that time was that In-
dia would not be able to hold together in view of its enormous diversities
while for Pakistan Islam would prove to be a strong bond. This
reinforced the traditional Muslim League view that India would
disintegrate. Kashmir became the central thrust in that drive to shatter
the unity of India and continues to dominate the thinking of the
Pakistani military, bureaucratic and middle class elite and the many
extremist Islamic groups.

If there is to be durable peace between India and Pakistan this mind-
set has to be effectively countered. In order to do that two steps are es-
sential. First, the Pakistanis have to be persuaded that the western pow-
ers which supported Pakistan in order to use it as a convenient instru-
mentality in the Cold War have no more use for Pakistan, and that they
are, in fact,reviewing and adjusting their policies to match their current
national interests. Secondly, the Pakistani myths about partition, the
Kashmir issue and their military prowess vis-a-vis India, have to be de-
mystified to enable the Pakistani leadership to come to terms with both
the historical and current realities. Unfortunately, the Indian failure to
record history has given Pakistan an advantage in the information cam-
paign that is being waged around the world. It would benefit all con-
cerned — Britain, the US, Pakistan and India — should the Indian gov-
ernment decide to sponsor a detailed and objective study of the genesis
of partition and subsequent developments in the subcontinent. There is
enough material available in the form of recently declassified British
and US documents as well as Indian records which our government has
unwisely not declassified and released. Dealing with Pakistan through
an effective information campaign is a new experience for India.
‘Satyameva Jayate’ may be India’s national motto. However, for the
world at large to access this truth, it must be sought, declassified, put
together and made public.
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India may retaliate to

UK VlS&Al

HT Correspondent \F
New Delhi, January 31

INDIA TODAY expressed strong
reservations against the British
Government's proposal that "some
short-term" visitors from this coun-
try would need to provide cash
bonds of 10,000 pounds for visits to
the United Kingdom.

A Ministry of External Affairs
spokesman said: "It is our expecta-
tion that in consular matters any
new rules or guidelines adopted by
a country should be implemented
across the board on a non-discrim-
inatory basis for citizens of all
countries."

"We would like to clarify that in
the event that such rules and
guidelines are instituted, we
reserve the right to take reciprocal
action," the spokesman categori-
cally stated.

He, however, said: "We are ascer-

-taining facts about the issue. The
information we have at present is
through press reports as we have
not been extended the courtesy of
being consulted.”

Earlier in the day, British Deputy
High Commissioner Tom Macan
claimed that the proposed scheme
would apply to a small minority of
applicants for visit visas who, while

satisfying the British visa-issuing
officer on al er grounds, are
unable satisfy him that they

bo fd proposal

mten return to India at the end
of thely stay.

Undey the scheme, to be imple-
mented later this year, if the visitor
gets back within the stipulated visa
period, the money will be returned.
Otherwise it will be forfeited.

However, Mr Macan added a
rider by saying that even in such
cases the persons would not "auto-
matically” get the visa and it would
still be at the discretion of the visa
officers.

The Deputy High Commissioner
clarified that no one who currently
qualifies for a visa to visit the
British Isles will be required to
post a bond, contending that "the
proposed bond of 10,000 pounds
should enable more people, not
fewer, to visit the UK. But it would
not enable people to visit whose
applications are unsatisfactory on
any other grounds."

This scheme will be discussed
during the four-day visit of Mr
Keith Vaz, British Minister of State
for Foreign and Commonwealth
Affairs. Mr Vaz arrives in the
Capital tomorrow.

Mr Macan claimed that the
British Government had decided
to consider the scheme following
requests and suggestions by the
large Asian community in Britain.
"The scheme, subject to its success,
is likely to be extended to Pakistan,
Bangladesh and some of xhe

African countries,"
said.

Replying to a query on the sub-
stantial bond amount, Mr Macan
said in all likelihood the bond in a
majority of cases would be spon-
sored by those in the United
Kingdom, who wish to have their
relatives visit them.,

During his visit, Mr Vaz will also
examine the possibility of extend-
ing visa operations in Ahmedabad,
Mr Macan said. For this, a feasibil-
ity study would be launched, he
added.

Mr Vaz, who will be in the
Capital for two days, will call on
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee, Home Minister L. K.
Advani besides meeting Minister
of State for External Affairs Ajit
Kumar Panja and Foreign
Secretary Lalit Mansingh.

The Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) issue is likely to fig-
ure during the parleys in which the
full range of bilateral relations
besides global and regional issues
would be taken up.

Mr Macan said the focus of the
visit would be on visa operations
conducted by the British missions
in Delhi and Mumbai. According
to him; at the all Indla the

the diplomat
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HT Correspondent

New Delhi, February 1 \’\(\’%

"IT'S ABSOLUTELY rubbish, nonsense to
suggest that people have to provide bonds
of £10,000 to get into Britain," said British
Minister of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs Keith Vaz here
today.

He emphasised that "no decision” had
been taken on the controversial visa bond
scheme.

The purported decision, Mr Vaz told a
Press conference, was based on a "leak”. All
the same, he agreed that the strong Indian
reaction of "retaliatory” moves was "accept-
able and perfectly proper".

The Minister said that visas would contin-
ue to be issued in the normal way, prefer-
ably within 24 hours. Nobody will be
required to bring cheques or guarantees, he
added.

Dwelling on the visa bond scheme, he said
it was a response to proposals from minori-
ty ethnic communities in the UK. It was to
apply only to those cases where the visa-
issuing officer had refused the visa, being
unsure whether a family visitor intended to
leave at the end of a visit. He said it would
not apply to most family visit applicants.

In the earlier scheme of things, an appeal
to a judge used to be allowed against the
decision of the Entry Clearance Officer.
But the earlier John Major Government
had scrapped it.

Mr Vaz said relatives of persons denied
visas used to come to him, offering to pro-
vide guarantee for the applicants or put up
a bond.

The Labour party, he said, had pledged in
its last election manifesto that it would ease
the burden #f those who had been refused a
visa. said that he himself had cam-

‘Indian reaction perfectly proper’

Keith Vaz

paigned for it. The Government plans to
restore the right to appeal.

Mr Vaz was asked why a bond scheme was
being pursued if the right to appeal was to
be restored. In reply, he said, "That's why no
decision has been taken”.

He said no decision had been taken on
whether India would be a part of the pilot
scheme, which is to be carried out in sever-
al countries. There was no question of the
scheme discriminating against South
Asians, he said. i

He added that if India was chosen for the
pilot  project, the British High
Commissioner would explain the scheme to
Indian officials.

Mr Vaz said he would be launching a fea-
sibility study to look at the possibility of
extending Britain's visa issuing services in
Ahmedabad and Chandigarh.

Visa bond suggestion rubbish: Vaz

British Home Office
gives 1ts go-ahead

London, February 1

THE BRITISH Home Office has announced it is
going ahead with a pilot scheme that could force
visitors to Britain to file bonds before they travel.

“We will launch a pilot scheme for six months
beginning October this year,” a spokesman for the
Home Office said. He declined to specify where the
pilot schemes would be launched.

The spokesman said the amount sought may not
be £10,000 as proposed in a study within the gov-
ernment. But the amount is expected to be pretty
high because a relatively small amount would defeat
the purpose for which it is intended.

He made it clear that the British government is
considering the introduction of a bond scheme and
that a pilot project has been agreed upon. The
spokesman’s remarks came as indication that the
government is sticking to its plans despite the strong
opposition the move has evoked within the South
Asian community.

The statement from the Home Office came in the
wake of denials issued in Dhaka by Britain's
Minister in the Foreign Office, Keith Vaz. The
move comes just as Vaz is on a visit to Bangladesh
and India supposedly to ease visa restrictions.

But given the fact that the largest minority com-
munity in Britain is South Asian, it is they who will
be affected primarily. And according to the
spokesman, the scheme envisages heavy bonds,
even if it is not all of £10,000 each.

Indian community leaders here say that does not
make it better or even less discriminatory. There is
no plan to introduce such a scheme for Australians
or Canadians for example.

Meanwhile Indian-born mayoral candidate Ram
Gidoomal has moved to make the proposal a key
issue in the elections. He has asked other mayoral
candidates to take a position publicly on where they
stand on the issue. (IANS)
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“India-U.K.

liberalise air ﬁserv;‘_

By Our Special Correspondent «“3 The new agree

NEW DELHI, FEB. 3. India and UK.
have agreed to liberalise air ser-
vices to and beyond the two
countries in an agreement final-
! ised here on Wednesday, after
two days of hectic negotiations.

The agreement came about in
accordance with an understand-
ing reached between the Union
Minister for Civil Aviation, Mr.
Sharad Yadav, and the Deputy
Prime Minister of Britain, Mr.
John Prescot, in December 1999.

The new pact recognises the
growth in demand for air services
between and beyond the two
countries which reflects the con-
tinuing economic growth in India
and the UK.

The U.K.-based Virgin Atlantic
finds a mention in the agreement
as a designated carrier of U.K.
which will, along with the British
Airways, provide “active and on-
going assistance to Air India—In-
dia’s designated carrier—in their
dealings with the slot coordinator
at Heathrow airport in London”
says the agreement.

This has reference to India’s de-
mand for convenient landing
slots at Heathrow for Air India.

The agreement allows Air India
to carry freight and trans-Atlantic
passengers beyond UK. to the
U.S. and Canada on all of its 16
services per week under the bi-
lateral agreement. It can now car-
ty passengers to other destina-
tions in addition to Chicago and
New York in the U.S. and to other
points in addition to Montreal
and Toronto in Canada.

So far Air India operates only 10
of its 16 services to U.K., while it
has entered into a code-share
with Virgin Atlantic to use three of
its unutilised entitlements.

THE HINDU
- 47820

accord

to do so earlier. Five fli
India only as a transit desfjnation.

The pact removes the Hmit on
the number of services U.K. carri-
ers may operate to Chennai.

They can now operate any
number of their services to Chen-
nai, as against only four earlier
on. U.K. carriers have also been
allowed to raise their flight fre-
quency from U.K.-Delhi to Cal-
cutta from three to six services per’
week. Both countries agreed in
principle on a code-share with a
third country.

The talks were led by the Direc-
tor-General Civil Aviation, Mr.
H.S. Khola, for India, with the Civ-
il Aviation Secretary, Mr. Ravin-
dra Gupta, joining in briefly to
help remove the glitches.
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Since'the Indo-British PArtnership

was formed in 1993, trade and-

investment ties between the two
countries have grown greatly, The
latest initiative to be launched
under the . umbrella of the
Partnership — the ‘Global
Enterprise Initiative’ (GEI) — aims
at furthering ties between the two
countries, through the medium of
small and medium sized companies,
In an exclusive interview with the
Economic Times, Mr Stephen
Byers, Secretary of State for Trade
and Industry, UK, talks about the
GEl, Indo-British trade and invest-

ment and the UK’s position on

issues before the WTO. Excerpts

Can you tell us a more about the
GEI? What do you expect to
achieve from it and why have you
selected only small companies?

If you look at the existing trade
that goes on between India and the
UK, it’s very much the large com-
panies that are trading with each
other and there’s a clear gap as far
as small businesses are con-
cerned.

For understandable reasons,
small businesses often toncentrate
either on their local or regional
ecoiiomy or even the domestic
economy but they seldom think
about trading. internationally. So
we’re looking at ways in which we
could encourage small businesses
to look at the opportunities that
exist in terms of trade. And we
thought we could work out a pack-
age that includes some financial
assistance, help with travel, a bit
of support in terms of learning —
goirig to a business school — those
sorts of things, very practical pro-
posals. That’s the essence of the
GEL

We're setting a target of 200
companies and that, I think, is a
feasible objective that we've set

- ourselves. They will be in a range
of areas: some will be IT, some will
be food and so on; it will be a range
of activities that these comipanies

will be involved in. We are not"

necessarily looking at small in the
sense in which the term is used in
India.

We may look at micro business-
es but what we are basically saying
is that if you have good ideas and
are keen to trade then you’d be

TUESDAY INTERVIEW / STEPHEN BYERS

‘Sanctlons shouldn t be used to enforce

|\

pore than welcome to look at the
eRterprise initiative. It's not
reftricted to any particular size.

It’3 very much private sector-led

e help by establishing the ini-
tiati%e but then we want the pri-
vate sector to drive it. We’ll mar-
ket the schemes, people will be
aware of it, and then will hopeful-
ly come along. |
The Indo-British partnership has
been fairly successful in promot-
ing trade but when it comes to
foreign direct investment (FDI),
UK’s share in actual FDI inflows
has been steadily declining. Why?
First of all, there’s been a lot of
interest in investing in China in
the past few years. Companies
which ten ‘years ago may have
invested in India have invested
instead in China. Secondly, there
was a degree of frustration about
the delays in contracts coming to
finalisation. The issue is that if you
are thinking of investing hundreds
of millions of pounds and some of
these projects are big projects,
people will look long and-hard at
them. And if there are going to be
delays in the project coming on
stream — and there have been one
or two projects, in the power sec-
tor in particular, that have experi-
enced delay and the deal hasn’t
been concluded. -

It’s not a general criticism.
Nevertheless, there has been a
slight perception that there may
be all sorts of difficulties, all sorts

.of delays. Having said that, there

are a lot of businesses that, having
invested in China, are once again
looking at India. And I think there
are real benefits from investing in
India. The government is saying
positive things about FDI, making
it easier, lifting restrictions and
that will send out a very important
signal to companies thinking of
investing in India. I am confident
that people in my ‘position can
argue that India is a good place to
do business.

Is it that the equity caps on FDI in

.various sectors been a problem?

I think, in some areas, there has
been a degree of resistance
because of things like the ceiling
on foreign equity. When you look

at intellectual property rights,

patenting and so on. then there
may be reservations in particular

labour standards’

sectors but .that does not apply
across the board and there are
many companies that have been
prepared to enter into a joint ven-
ture (JV) without a majority stake.
As the leader of the UK delega-

‘tion to the WTOQ talks at Seattle,

how do you regard the impasse?
Is it the end of the road for free
trade?

Our view is that we think Seattle
was a missed opportunity and we
really all lost out as a result of our
failure to agree to a new round of
negotiations. While I was there, I
spoke with your minister Maran
and I know he shares our concern
and our frustration about the lack
of progress at the Seattle talks.

We now need to do a few things.
First of all we need to drive for-
ward a. programme to reform the
WTO itself. I think what Seattle
demonstrated is that the WTO has
grown enormously — 135 mem-
ber-states. Many of them felt their
interests are not being taken into
account, so we need to find a way
to see that it becomes far more

The Economic Times
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inclusive in the sense of allowing
all members to play a part.
Secondly, it needs to be far more
open and transparent regarding
how decisions are made. That’s
not the case at the moment and we
need to change that. Thirdly, we
need to look at how we can build
the capability of all member states.
Big countries, like India and the
UK, have a lot of expertise and

experience and we know how |

international negotiations are con-
ducted.

But there are smaller countries
— all they’ve got in Geneva, the
head quarters of the WTO is one
person, often in an office above a
shop with a telephone and a fax
machine that doesn’t always work.
We need to build confidence in
their capability. If we do that, it
will make a major difference.

Then there are issues that we
need to move on more quickly.
First of all, the Uruguay round is
seven years old. We need to see
‘that it is fully implemented and
this is where India has been push-

ing very hard. We think there
should be speedy action, not a
renegotiation but a proper imple-
mentation. We need to think of
how - tariffs can be reduced

‘because the view of the UK is that

we will all benefit from tariff
reduction. If trade is far more
open and free, it leads to greater
economic growth and prosperity.
What is the UK’s position on
bringing non-trade issues into the
WTO?

We need to be clear that the
WTO is about trade and we
shouldn’t be using sanctions that
operate within the WTO in rela-

tion to non-trade issues. More

specifically for labour standards,
we’ve got the ILO which is there to
deal with labour matters. And we
would extend that to environment
as well. For that we have the
United Nations.

Do you think the system of deci-
sion-making by consensus fol-
lowed in the WTO is too idealistic
given the increase in members,
with disparate interests?

1 agree it’s certainly not going to
be easy to arrive at consensus. But
I also think there is no alternative.
The WTO has developed as an
organisation. It’s not just more
powerful. I believe — and this is
something that the UK has pur-
sued all along — that it may be ide-
alistic, but it is an agenda that is
worth pursuing. I'm  confident
that in the end we will be success-
ful. It is far better to have tried,
even if we are not successful, than
to not have tried at all; so. it’s a
very important part of the agenda.
So if it comes to the crunch and it
looks like labour standards are
going to enter the WTO talks, will
the UK support the Indian gov-
ernment stand? ’

We’ve made-our position on this
very clear — at Seattle, President

‘Clinton wanted the sanction route

in the WTO to be used to enforce
labour standards but we disagree
with that and I will be saying as
much in my speech at the CII part-
nership summit. As far as the UK
is concerned, trade sanctions
should not be used to enforce
labour standards. The US has been
told of our position on this issue.
Here I must clarify, we don’t
have a problem with labour stan-

dards being discussed; it’s just -
that we are against using sanctions
to enforce them. I see the WTO
talking to the ILO, talking to the
UN and so on, on how we can
improve economic prospects,
labour standards and improve
growth prospects. What we don’t
agree is with the WTO using its
power to impose trade sanctions
on labour matters. That, we think,
is wrong.

We all benefit from dialogue so
we’d be happy to talk about it. I
think if we can rule out trade sanc-
tions being used so that countries
like India have the assurance that
it won’t be used against them, then
they may be willing to at least talk
about it. But when you have people
like President Clinton calling for
trade sanctions, then of course
there will be great resistance . to

.even talking about it because there'

will be a worry that it will be used
against their interests.

Concern about labour standards
is a common issue. That applies to
all countries. where labour stan-

- dards are not as good as we’d like

to see. But standards will improve
through economic growth not
through imposing trade sanctions.
What is the UK’s position on the
multilateral agreement on invest-
ment? o

The OECD talks have collapsed
and they are not going to be restr-
rected. We think the WTO should
consider investment. Many coun-
tries that would be affected by
such an agreement are not mem-
bers of the OECD and are not
involved in the negotiations
whereas in the WTO that is not the
case. Everybody can be involved
and if they are not in agreement
they can block it because of the
consensus principle in the WTO.

But the reason we need to have
some rules regarding investment
is that investment is already taking
place, MNCs are already investing
and there are problems in some
cases. .

I can understand the apprehen-
sion of countries in allowing pre-
establishment rights so I agree we
can’t be too prescriptive.
Basically, you need some basic
ground rules by which the system
will operate and we feel the WTO
is the best body to bring this about.

The Economic Times
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Ny A By Thomas Abraham Yy, i

LONDON, JAN. 12, The Exernal Affairs Miniter,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, is to arrive in London from
Rome tonight for an extended visit d ing
which he will hold bilateral talks with Britain
and resume his dialogue with the U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State, Mr. Strobe Talbott.

Mr. Singh will begin with two days of meet-
ings with his British counterpart, Mr. Robin
Cook, and other senior British Ministers. This
is the External Affair Minister’s second official
visit to Britain, and is part of the growing
cooperation between the two countries on a
range of issues.

For example, during the recent hostage cri-
sis, Mr Jaswant Singh telephoned Mr. Cook,
and officials from both sides were in contact
with each other. Britain has condemend the
recent hijacking of the Indian Airlines aircraft
in no uncertain terms, and the situation in the
region following the Pakistani coup will be on
the agenda.

India had been trying to maintain interna-

_LV

tio}llal\f)%sgure on the military regime, and Mr.
Singh will no doubt make this point to his
British counterpart. Britain has adopted a pol-
icy of limited engagement with the regime in
order to encourage an early restoration of de-
mocracy, and the British chief of Defence
Staff, Sir Charles Guthrie, is on his way to Pa-
kistan. India and Britain have a regular dia-
logue on nuclear issues at both the ministerial
and official level, and Mr. Singh and Mr. Cook
will continue this process. There are also pres-
sures within the British Government to re-
sume arms sales to Pakistan, as shown by
minutes of a Government meeting published
in The Guardian newspaper. According to The
Guardian, the Defence Minister, and the
Trade and Industry Ministers were in favour of
restarting sales, while the Foreign Office and
the International Deevelopment Ministries
were in favour of keeping the informal ban on
arms exports. There are 80 pending applica-
tions from manufacturers who wish to sell to
Pakistan.

Mr. Jaswant Singh will also be meeting the

ks may cover nuclear issues

Defence Minister, Mr. Geoff Hoon, where this
could figure. The External Affairs Minister will
also meet the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. John
Prescott.

During his last visit a year ago, both sides
had extended invitations for a Prime Minis-
terial visit. Mr. Vajpayee had invited Mr. Blair,
to visit India at an early date, and Mr. Blair had,
reciprocated. There has been no further
movement in this direction, but the two Min-
isters could move towards setting definite
dates. !

On Monday, Mr. Jaswant Singh will begin
the 10th round of the Inda-U.S. nuclear dia-,
logue with Mr. Strobe Talbott. The last round,
held here did not make any significant pro-,
gress towards resolving issues such as the In-
dia’s signature of the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty and the U.S. export controls on nuclear
technology to India. Since then, officials from-
the two sides have met in Washington to try"
and take matters forward. Both sides want to
see progress ahead of the U.S. President’s

planned visit to India this year. '
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India, U.K,

to-jointl

combat terrorism*

By Thomas Abraham \ 5

LONDON JAN 14 India and Britai
e agreed on measures to coop-
“erate against terrorism at a meet-
: mg between the External Affairs
| Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, and
his British counterpart Mr. Robin
Cook. Speaking to journalists af-
ter a two-hour meeting over
lunch, Mr. Cook said he and Mr.
Singh had agreed to “giving the
~highest priority to defeating glob-
al terrorism and to making sure
we cooperate fully in winning this
battle.” Speaking to Indian jour-
nalists later, Mr. Singh said both
countries had agreed on certain
steps which would be made pub-
lic later.

The recent hijacking of an Indi-
an Airlines aircraft and steps to
combat terrorism were the major
focus. Mr. Cook said he had ex-
| pressed his personal appreciation
i of Mr. Singh'’s role in bringing the

hijacking issue to a close. Mr.

Singh said the h,qackmg was “fully

discussed” and that India would

be sharing information with Bri-
tain.

Mr. Cook briefed Mr. Singh on

| the British Chief of Defence Staff,

Gen Sir Charles Guthrie’s visit to

Pakistan and emphasised that

there had been no softening of

Britain’s attitude towards the mil-

itary regime. Also the visit had not

been in connection with British
. arms sales to Pakistan. “There
was no discussion of arms sales,
and there are no arms sales be-
tween Britain and Pakistan,” he
said. The Guthrie’'s visit had
raised some concern in New Del-
hi, and Mr. Cook was at pains to

15

explam to Mr. Singh that Britain
was not changing its opposition
to the Musharraf regime. The visit
was to explain two aspects of Brit-
ish policy to Gen Musharraf: that
Britain expected the military re-
gime to take steps to restore de-
mocracy and set up an
accountable government; and
that it expected the regime to re-
spect its obligations to maintain
regional stability and combat ter-
rorism. The visit was to “make
sure that our policy is under-
stood,” he said.

Mr. Cook reiterated Britain’s in-
terest in seeing India sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT). That would be not only in
India’s interest, but also in the in-
terest of regional stability.

The ministers characterised the
meeting as excellent and declared
that bilateral relations were in an
“excellent shape.” This is in con-
trast to the freeze in the ties in the
wake of the Pokhran II nuclear
tests, when officials and Ministers
on both sides avoided all contact.
Mr. Cook and Mr. Singh have es-

N

tablished a good personal rapport |

and referred warmly to each other
at their joint press conference.
They announced the formation
of an Indo-British Round Table, a
think-tank that would suggest
ways to strengthen bilateral rela-
tions. Mr. Singh said he had in-
vited Mr. Cook to visit New Delhi
to inaugurate the new body.
Ways to stimulate the growth of
bilateral trade were also dis-
cussed. It had reached the high-
est-ever level, but Mr. Singh said
“the full potential of Indo-British
trade has yet to be realised.”

HINDU
JAN 20
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Bid to boost \
Indo-UK trag]e :

HT Correspondent \
New Delhi, January 17 K(C’

THE INDO-BRITISH trade and
investment mission is exploring
new opportunities in order to dou-
ble bilateral trade from 4 billion
pounds at present to 8 billion
pounds.

This was stated here today by
leader of the mission, Sir Jeremy
Hanley, former minister of state
for foreign affairs. He said the
trade between the two countries
had doubled in the last six years
and the endeavour would be to
double this figure again.

The mission’s members who have
arrived include Sir Nicholas Finn,
a former high commissioner to
India, and 20 senior directors and
executives of leading UK compa-
nies. Sir Nicholas said that the mis-
sion is exploring new investment
opportunities at a time when the
Government has a good chance of
permanence and providing the
right environment for second gen-
eration reforms. In his welcome
address, Arun Bharat Ram, CII
vice-president, said the visit of the
delegation was part of the various
initiatives the CII to seek British

expertise and investment in ke
sectors while encouraging Indién
investment in UK as well.
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