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Apratim Mukarji
New Delhi, March 31
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INDIA TODAY said that there

could be no talks with Pakistan

until it ceased cross-border ter-
rorism and hostile propaganda,
turning down the first ever formal
offer of peace talks by the military-
ruled country. Pakistan's Foreign
Secretary Inam-ul-Haque con-
veyed the offer yesterday to Indian
High Commissioner G Parth-
asarathy at a meeting held, as India
pointed out today, at the Pakistani
officials' request.

India's firm rejection of the offer,
while stressing its desire for an
amicable relationship with no
aggressive designs on its part, rests
on its comprehension that Isla-
mabad's act is not one of its own
volition. Pakistan's move has been
dictated by external factors, such
as, a strong US pressure for mak-

ing it up with the larger neighbour.

Behind the stiff Indian rejection
also lies its undiluted perception
that Pakistan is failing to substanti-
ate its peace talks offer with con-
crete actions by reining in Islamic
terrorist groups, which are carrying
on their terrorist activities unfet-
tered from its soil. "The cessation
of Pakistan's cross-border terror-
ism and the abandonment of its
vicious propaganda are essential
ingredients for resumption of any
meaningful dialogue," said the offi-
cial spokesman for the External
Affairs Ministry, while responding
to the Pakistani offer.

At the same time, India called
upon Pakistan "to look to the
future, to the welfare of our peo-
ples, and for this purpose, give up
the path of conflict and senseless
violence."

The umpteenth evocation of the
Indian stand was however not

ak

entirely bland, a) there were two
significant embelliyhi§ents, not for
the first time eithe:

The official spokésman for the
External Affairs Ministry pointed
out that India had always sought to
establish a "relationship of peace,
friendship and cooperation” with
Pakistan. He also emphasised that
India had no aggressive designs on
Pakistan and quoted Prime
Minister Vajpayee saying on
March 21, "We do not think in
terms of war and nobody should."

While Pakistan had talked yester-
day about its concerns about
India's "so-called" aggressive pos-
tures, it was India's turn today to
point out that Pakistan had in
recent months intensified its
"State-sponsored”  cross-border
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir,

On earlier occasions, Pakistan
had made an identical promise of
hitting back if taken unawares.

——— ——
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/Re/ ort on Niaz Naik
mlssmn discounted

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, APRIL 2. The Govern-
ment has dismissed speculation
in the Pakistani media that Mr.,
Niaz Naik, former Pakistan For-
eign Secretary, may be in the cap-
ital for back-channel diplomacy
between New Delhi and Islama-

bad. H D i 2
Sources in the Governl %t say

that it is unlikely that any top offi-
cial here, let alone any s¢nior po-
litical figure, will have ltime for
Mr. Naik.

As a former High Commission-
er to India, Mr. Naik has good
contacts here and is a regular on
the South Asian seminar circuit.

While there may be political
motivation in Pakistan to project
every visit to New Delhi by Mr.
Naik a serious diplomatic mis-
sion, sources say he might be here
just to attend a seminar.

Diplomatic observers here say
India’s experience with Mr. Naik
as a back channel during the Kar-
gil crisis could not have been a
happy one, and that it is unlikely
that he carries much credibility
with the establishment here.

Informed sources here suggest
the Government is in no mood to
consider any serigus diplomatic
interaction with~the regime of
usharraf unless

end to Islamabad’s support for
cross-border terrorism.

Secret talks?
By Amit Baruah

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 2. The former
Pakistani Foreign Secretary, Mr.
Niaz Naik, “‘suddenly” left for
New Delhi to hold “‘secret meet-
ings”” with senior Indian leaders,
including the Prime Minister, Mr.
A. B. Vajpayee, and his “close
aides”, the Jang newspaper re-
ported today.

Earlier, he was used by the
ousted Pakistan Prime Minister,
Mr. Nawaz Sharif, in his ‘back-
channel” diplomacy with India.

There is little doubt that Mr.
Naik is now in New Delhi, but that
his mission is to ‘“‘secretly en-
gage” the Indian leadership on
behalf of the new rulers of Pakis-
tan, appears to be pure specula-
tion.

An independent verification re-
veals that Mr. Naik has gone to
New Delhi to attend a meeting of
the Council of South Asian Coop-
eration, a voluntary organisation.

Soon after the Kargil conflict
ended, Mr. Naik was once again
in New Delhi for an NGO meeting
and similar “stories” were floated
at that time too.

‘No’ to peace forum
Meanwhile, Islamabad nipped
in the bud plans made by activists
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of the Pakistan-India People’s Fo-
rum for Peace and Democracy
(PIPFD) to cross the international
border at Wagah-Attari after au-
thorities on the Pakistani side re-
fused to entertain visas of over
100 nationals.

The activists, who were on their
way to Bangalore to attend a
PIPFD convention, will now try to
make their way to India through
alternative means, Mr. I. A. Reh-
man, a functionary, told this cor-
respondent from Lahore today.

“Both Governments should
have allowed us to cross the land
border on foot. This is a sign of
their petty-mindedness,” a visibly
upset Mr. Rehman maintained.

“The heavens did not fall when
we crossed the international bor-
der en route to Calcutta in 1996
and when our Indian colleagues
went to Peshawar in 1998,” he
said.

‘Not a sign of weakness’
UNI reports:

The Pakistan Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Inamul Hag, has said his
country would wait for a positive
response from India for resump-
tion of dialogue.

In an interview to the Jang here,
Mr. Haq said Pakistan’s offer of
talks should not be consjdered a




/N o-war dssurance,
<& peace sermon
A\ to Pakistanary—

STATESMRN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 31. -
New Delhi today called on
Islamabad to give up the path
of conflict and senseless vio-
lence and emphasised that it
had no aggressive designs on
Pakistan, even as it iterated its
conditions for the resumption
of dialogue.

That Pakistan’s overtures
had not wrought any change in

the Indiag.position predicating
the resumptior of dialogue on
the cessﬂ 6 of ‘cross-border

terrorism and hostile propa-
ganda, was
evident from
the state-
ment of the
external aff-
airs spoke-
sman who
repeated In- j§
dia’s charges
of terrorism
against
Pakistan.
“We once

Pervez Musharraf

President, Mr Bill Clinton, in
which he had said: “We do not
think in terms of war, and
nobody should think in
those terms in this subconti-
nent.”

It was Pakistan, the
spokesman said, which had “in
recent months, intensified its
state-sponsored cross-border
terrorism in the state of
Jammu and Kashmir”. While
stating that India would con-
tinue to scrupulously maintain
its policy of restramt the

‘gpokesman added, “we will

effectively respond, as we have
demonstrat-
ed in the
past, to any
threat to our
g territorial in- |
tegrity”.

On the spe-
cific question
of a renewal
of dialogue,

‘ the spoke-
AB Vaipave sman said
Ipayee India had

again call upon Pakistan to
look to the future, to the wel-
fare of our peoples, and for this
purpose, give up the path of
conflict and senseless violence,”
the spokesman said in
response to questions on the
meeting between the Indian
High Commissioner in
Pakistan, Mr G Parthasarthy,
and the Pakistani foreign sec-
retary, Mr Inam-ul-Haque, in
Islamabad yesterday.

Confirming that the meeting
had taken place at the initia-
tive of Pakistan, the
spokesman said Pakistan had
raised doncerns about India’s
so-called aggressive postures
against it, and also conveyed
its desire to renew dialogue
with India.

Denying that New Delhi had
any aggressive designs, the
spokesman referred to the
recent remarks of the Prime
Minister, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee, during his joint
press conference with the US

always sought to establish a re-
lationship of peace, friendship
and cooperation with Pakistan.
The composite dialogue process
was begun at India’s initiative
and subsequently the Prime
Minister had visited Lahore to
reinforce India’s goodwill.

Pakistan’s Kargil misadven-
ture constituted not only a vio-
lation of the Line of Control,
but a transgression of the terri-
tory of trust. “The cessation of
Pakistan’s cross-border terror-
ism and the abandonment of
its vicious propaganda are
essential ingredients for any
meaningful dialogue,” he
said.

Officials said a resumption of
the dialogue was possible only
if there was evidence of change
in the ground realities and
mere statements from
Pakistan did not constitute
this. India would wait to see a
significant change in the level
of violence before it resumed a
dialogue.
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India’s increase
in defence budget
worries Pakistan

* military and diplomatic efforts

o ——————
RevtERs  9p | which s the entire Pakistan defence
ISLAMABAD, MARCH1 (4 7} budget,” Altaf said. Altaf said In-
“17  dia'sincreased military spending re-
PAKISTAN today said that it  flected its aggressive posture and
feared increased military tegsion  was primarily aimed against Pak-
with Indiaafter the Central Gotern-  istan. Altaf said India’s increased
mentraised defence spendingtlyal-  military spending relflected its ag-
mosta third. » gressive posture and was primarily
“This {military) activity may, aimedagainst Pakistan.

with this latest hike in the war bud- Altaf said India was trying to
getofIndia, lead tomore aggressive  keep Clinton away so that he could
action and posture by the Indian  not use his influence to promote

Government, and in fact, 1 am “peaceandsecurity” in the region.
afraid we might see some military “Our reading is that they have
. escalation,” foreign ministty been trying to scare away the Presi-
spokesman Tariq Altaftold Reuters  dent from any thoughts of trying his
televisionin an interview. hand at promoting peace and stabil-
He said India had stepped up ity in this region and trying to show

to President Clinton that they have

against Pakistan ahead of US Presi-  a different agenda here and there-
i dentBill Clinton’svisittoSouth Asia  fore he should not try any facilitation
later thismonth. role-for the resolution of the core
~ AltafsaidIndianmilitaryactivity ~ dispute (Kashmir) or any kind of
~ atthe Line of Control (LoC)anda  role which promotes peace and sta- -
$ three billion increase in defence ~ bilityin the region,” Altaf said.
spendingwaswotryingfor Pakistan. - “They(the Indians) are primarily
«.Thisis the largest single ever  trying tosend amessage to the USA
. increace in the Indian military bud-  thatwe are the dominant power and
get... The point noteworthy is that  we are trying to establish ourhege-
this increase is by $ three billion, monyhere,” hesaid. - .
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. “KARGIL REPORT,

/" Latk of accountability, coordination ~\™

; UCH of what the Kargil committee report has revealed\s
already known to the nation: while the army acquitte
itself admirably in evicting entrenched intruders from inhos-
pitable terrain, there was a massive intelligence failure of
army and civilian agencies such as RAW, which allowed the
intruders to entrench and fortify themselves for months before
being detected. A prime reason for failure is lack of coordina-
tion among intelligence gathering agencies. Turf wars have
taken their toll — an IB report on activities across the LoC
was sent to the PM and top bureaucrats, but not made avail-
able to RAW, Military Intelligence or the chairman of the
Joint Intelligence Committee. In other words, matters of
national security are treated with the usual bureaucratic apa-
thy. The report mentions that there is absence of public infor-
mation regarding defence policy and insurgency. If introduc-
ing accountability is the objective of making the report public,
it is noteworthy that certain portions were deleted before it
was placed in Parliament. Public portions of the report do not
nail individuals responsible, preferring to dwell on “systemic
failures”. This does not make the case for accountability well.
The report does, however, make public something that is
long suspected: the Indian nuclear programme has been
weapon-oriented for a long time, at least since 1983. While it
surely exaggerates when it claims that the tests at Pokhran
and Chagai in May 1998 did not add any new element to the
Indo-Pak situation — K Subrahmanyam, the chairman of the
committee, is known to be a nuclear hawk — the report does
reveal that not only senior Cabinet ministers and civil ser-
vants but even chiefs of staff of the armed forces are kept out
of the loop as far as nuclear decision making is concerned.
This means that there is no coordination between India’s con-
ventional preparedness to meet threats from across the border
and its nuclear posture, which is alarming. Even though the
Kargil report doesn’t reveal anything new, it is clear that
things are seriously wrong with the country’s defence manage-
ment; it amounts to an indictment of political leadership.
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/1%11( gIVING New twist/
to militancy: Jaswant

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ;7( N Qﬁ Q 10\(\7

A

NEW DELHI, March 2. — Having come under internitional pres-
sure for its backing of terrorism, Pakistan was now trying to
bring all the militant groups operating in Jammu and\Kashmir
under a common banner of the “Kashmir Liberation Army”, the
External Affairs Minister said during question hour in the Rajya
Sabha today.

Attempts were also being made to rope in the J&K Liberation
Front (a local outfit as opposed to the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen and
Laskar-e-Toiba) to provide a veneer of perceived legitimacy to the
move, Mr Jaswant Singh added. Pakistan’s new foreign policy, as
pronounced by Gen Pervez Musharraf recently, suggested that it
included backing jehads the minister said. An international pro-
paganda campaign was also being attempted by Pakistan, open-
ing offices under various covers in Washington, New York,
{ Riyadh, Brussels and Oslo to spread disinformation on Kashmir.
The London office would be the coordinating agency.

The ISI was also trying to get the All Party Hurriyat Conference
involved in that exercise, asking it to lobby with non-governmen-
tal organisations. There was a dispute over what the London
office would be called, Mr Jaswant Singh said. The Hurriyat
wanted it to be designated the “World Kashmir Assembly” but the
ISI favoured “World Kashmir Mission.” Asked to back up his con-
tention that “the international community now openly recognises
Pakistan’s state sponsorship of terrorism” though no country had
made a formal declaration to that effect, the minister said that
there were several confirmations of his stand.

The fact that the USA had formed a Joint Working Group on
Counter Terrorism with India was a major indicator, another was
the USA committing itself to working toward bringing the hijack-
ers of IC-814 to justice. The UK had also made clear its concern
over terrorism emanating from Pakistan, and Russia had been
! most explicit.
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ndia firm on continuil g )

w\ Lahore bus service’|>

By Our Special Correspondent  onstration today in Kgpurthala
. district in Punjab against the Del-

NEW DELHI, MARCH 4. India today  pj rahore bus run. (Accqrding to
declared its unflagging commit-  , pTY report, about 70 activists of
ment to the continuation of the 1o Shiv Sena led by the party’s
Delhi-Lahore bus run, despite a  pynjab unit president, Mr. Surin-
public demonstr lg;:btgthe con-  der Dogra, stopped the Lahore-
trary in Punjab. ~° Whus near Phagwara and
“The Delhi-Lahore-Delhi bus &w stones at it damaging one
service ...symbolises India’s con-  of the windows. They also shout-
stant endeavour to promote peo-  ed anti-Pakistan slogans.) The lo-
ple-to-people contacts between cal police, however, responded
the two countries. We wish the quickly to disperse the miscreants
service to continue and will pro-  and prevented any harm to its
vide necessary security to the bus  passengers. The demonstration

and its passengers,” a Foreign Of-  appears to be in retaliation to the il

fice spokesman said. bombing of the Jammu-Delhi
According to the spokesman, a  bus, in which nine people lost
group of miscreants held a dem-  their lives on Friday.
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JAMMU, MARCH, 6 Rerming the In-
dus Water Treaty as detrimental
to the interests of Jammu and
Kashmir, the Chief Minister, Dr.
Farooq Abdullah, today sought
compensation from the Centre
for parting the State’s Hydel re-
source with Pakistan.

“We have to part with the water
of Jhelum, Chenab and Sindh (In-
dus),” he said in the Assembly

while responding to a supple-
mentary question by the BJP leg-
islator, Mr. Ashok Khajuria, who
demanded scrapping of the treaty
with Pakistan in the context of Is-
lamabad promoting terrorism in
the State.

Dr. Abdullah pointgd out that
the State had the pg#éntial to gen-
erate 15,000 MW of power. “If
funds are made available for har-

THE HINDU
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Earooq demands sc—lapﬁng/ of
W A\ Indus Water Treaty ..

nessing this vital resource,\/

mu and Kashmir will not have to
depend on the Central funding
for development,” he noted.

The Chief Minister pleaded for
liberal central funding for power
generation and counter-guaran-
tees for taking up of various mega
projects, saying that the Centre
could not start work on two pro-
jects for 20 years. — UNIL
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US experts call for
dialogue

Vl\hat it is bound to happen in t
ear future.He strongly advocate

Indo- Pak

New Delhi, March 7 \)’\- N

A HIGH-LEVEL team of U § for-
eign policy experts has advised
India and Pakistan not to put pre-
conditions for resumption of bilat-
eral dialogue, stating that in the
absence of any bilateral mecha-
nism the military tension in the
South Asian region is bound to
increase.

Participating in a panel discus-
sion here, Dr Richard Hass, for-
mer special assistant to Mr George
Bush, Mr Stephan P Cohen, a
senior Fellow of Foreign Policy at
the Brookings Institute, and other
experts said that if both countries
insisted on  pre-conditions,
resumption of talks will be diffi-

cult. "It is important to communi- "

cate,” Dr Hass said.

Dr Hass said that India should
not hesitate in initiating dialogue
with the military regime of Gen.
Pervez Musharraf. He predicted

for President Bill Clinton's visit to!
Pakistan, stating that "any trip to
South Asia should not exclude a
country that was an American ally

for much of the Cold War era.” .

He had earlier stated that a
failed Pakistan would be a night-
mare and would threaten the sta-
bility of the region and the world.

Referring to the proposed visit of
President Bill Clinton to India
from March 20, Dr Hass said that
it would help in institutionalisation
of the relations. The two countries
have yet to lay the foundation for
strong bilateral relations.

The experts said that there may
be differences of approach on
nuclear disarmament and the
Kashmir issue, but relations
between the two countries could
move far ahead in other areas
especially in trade and commerce.

(UNI)
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“India cool to our,,”
repeated talks Offe

U\N\—/ Arelations with Iran were improving. "The

Mubashir Zaldi
Islamabad, March 7

Sl

¢
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Musharraf has said that Pakistan is

WHIEF EXECUTIVE General Pervez
(«making all efforts for dialogue with

India but the other side
(India) is reluctant.

Talking to reporters in
Karachi yestergay General
Musharraf also dismissed
the  impression  that
Pakistan stood isolated in
the world comity today.

"Pakistan is not isolated at
the international level. Its
government has been inter-
nationally recognised," the
Chief Executive told

rench President and the British Prime
inister have written letters," he stated.
Meanwhile, an ISPR release said that Gen.
Pervez Musharraf has reiterated that
Pakistan would not bow before any pressure
and continue to strive for a respectable place

among the comity of nations as
well preserve its integrity and
sovereignty.

He said that the country is
passing through a critical stage
and the enemy is busy trying to
create rifts in our ranks.

"We must remain on guard
against evil designs of the
enemy. We are to perform the
sacred duty of defending the
borders as well as contribute
positively towards national

reporters.
"You have been told
wrongly," Gen.

Musharraf candidly told
the reporter who had
asked whether Pakistan
had become isolated.

He pointed out that
Pakistan had been recog- -

nised by the Middle East and China as well
as the Commonwealth. He said Pakistan's

‘Pakistan is no longer an
isolated nation and has
been recognised by the

Middle East and the
Commonwealith’

reconstruction and prosperi-
ty," he added. The General,
who himself started his
career as an air defender,
appreciated the services ren-
dered by the army air
defence and said that it was
heartening to note that the

army ' air defence had

emerged as the most competent and profes-
sional arm in a span of just 10 years.

1 . n l
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Tashkar: Expec
another Kargil

"The Mujahideen are waiting for
summer to give a surprise in
Kashmir and they have prepared
themselves for this new strategy
and the liberation of Kashmir t
depends upon this new round
against Indian forces", the outfit's
chief Hafiz Mohammad Saeed told
reporters at Rawalpindi, a note
faxed to PTI in Islamabad said.

On President Clinton's Pakistan
visit, Saeed said the outfit does not
believe that he would solve the
Kashmir issue. "He is coming to
Pakistan only for US interests not
for Pakistan or Kashmir and those
people who expect any sympathy
from Clinton on Kashmir should
ponder on the history of America
that it cheated Pakistan on every
occasion.” PTI, Islamabad

et
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Govt: Kargil repert to

be implemel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA ()g i
ON BOARD SPECIAL {AF PLANE,

MARCH 12
IN the first move toéollow up

the recommendations of the Sub-
rahmanyam Committee which
probed the Kargil intrusions,

Government today announced an-

|

|

[

|

I

\

|

| experts’ group would be forined

“ to draw up policies and pro-

| grammes on intelligence gather-

| ingbased on the committee’s sug-

|, gestions.

|~ “The group, whose shape is

| likely to be determined next week,

| will look into ways and means for

| better intelligence gathering, co-

,’ ordination between various agen-

{ cies and make available accurate
intelligence to armed forces,” De-

1 fence Minister George Fernandes

| told PTT on way back from for-
ward posts in Northern sector.

He said the formation of the
group would be the first step to-
wards translating the committee’s
recommendations inte action.
The Defence Minister, how-

‘| ever, made it cleaf’that the exist-
ing Joint Intelligence Gommittee
(JIC), would continue to function
and the proposed group would be
confined to the objectives set out

by the Subrahmanyam Cemmit--

nted soon
e o

mendation made by the commit- ™
tee was about the modernisation
of the armed forces which was be-
ing carried out. ‘

“Itis absolutely necessary that
we modernise our armed forces.
Most of the resources allocated in
the latest budget would be spent
on modernisation,” he said.

The Defence Minister, who
was on a two-day visit to the for-

. ward areas, could not visit some:

forward posts as scheduled due to
bad weather.

Referring to other recommen-.
dations of Subrahmanyam Com- -
mittee on the Kargil contlict, Fer-
nandes said many of these were

.alreadybeingactedupon.

.He said the suggestions to im-
prove the security network in the
Kargil sector had also been taken
note of and some of them were
under implementation.

The creation of a separate
cogps of the Army to permanently
man this sector - 14 Corps- was
also suggested after the Kargjl
war, the Minister said. The tew
corps set up in September last
year has been made responsible
for Leh, Kargil, Drass and
Siachen areas. ‘
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MONDAY, MARCH 13, 2000

e MR CLINTON'’S VISIT

\N
O_PAKISTAN %\7

GIVEN THE LONG strategic relationship be- }\Qcau the danger exists that the BJP-led

tween the two countries going back to the Cold
War, the American President, Mr. Bill Clinton’s
decision to stop over in Pakistan was inevi-
table. Pakistan was part of the original itinerary
but last October’s military coup raised some
genuine concerns in Washington about the
possible signals a visit could convey in the new
context. Over-riding national interests have
undoubtedly prevailed. It is a decision col-
oured by American interests and it would be
unwise for New Delhi to construe such a visit as
a slap on its face. Whatever the spin given now
by official spokesmen in Delhi — the few hours
versus the five days — the contradictions in
India’s frenetic campaign to forestall Mr. Clin-
ton’s visit to Islamabad were too glaring. On
the one hand, Delhi’s campaigners conceded
that it was none of their business to decide
where the American President went or whom
he met but, on the other, they delivered the
dramatic warning that “the people” of this
country would be unhappy if he stopped over
in Islamabad. The campaigners included the
Prime Minister, Mr. Vajpayee, during a surpris-
ingly belligerent phase of election activity. This
was an unproductive campaign that totally un-
dermined India’s own interests much like in
the case of the earlier demand that the U.S.
should declare Pakistan a terrorist State. In
both cases it was a partisan agenda that was
stretched to make it appear like the nation’s
and went against the national inclination. Nei-
ther demand would have served India’s inter-
est in the short or long-term.

As the folly of the campaign against the
stopover becomes evident, it is essential that
New Delhi abandons its current approach of
stridency and aggressive tenor towards its
neigh’bour. Thif/greiteration is necessary be-

ernment may be tempted to press further its
partisan agenda during the visit of the Amer-
ican President. The maturity that attended the
marathon sessions between the External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, and the U.S.
Deputy Secretary of State, Mr. Strobe Talbott,
seems suddenly to have yielded place to parti-
sanship as reflected in the launch of the un-
edifying campaign in the last fortnight to try
and stop Mr. Clinton from visiting Islamabad.
If more such diplomatic embarrassments are
to be averted, the Government must keep the
focus during the Clinton visit pointedly on the
bilateral track, fully exploring the increasing
opportunities for economic cooperation. Offi-
cial spokesmen have reiterated that the Gov-
ernment wants to look beyond the debate over
the stopover and focus on a new edifice of In-
do-American relationship. An evident Ameri-
can keenness for closer interaction and greater
engagement can be tapped to mutual benefit.

After taking the considered decision to
stop over in Islamabad, rejecting some sections
of domestic political opinion that favoured the
isolation of Pakistan and now having to rebut
suggestions that a visit would amount to an
endorsement of the military Government, Mr.
Clinton walks a very thin line. If the visit, rare
and long awaited, of an American President is
not to be construed as an endorsement of the
regime of Gen. Pervez Musharraf, Mr. Clinton
must take his message of hope to the people of
that beleaguered nation, with an emphasis on
the imperative of returning to democracy. As
the dastardly killing in Karachi of the lawyer
assisting defence in the trial of the ousted
Prime Minister, Mr. Nawaz Sharif, during the
weekend indicates, Pakistan is a nation in dlre
need of the healing touch.

THE HINDU
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VIPs concemed
over Pak missile
‘deployment

 STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & 1/\ ) ‘M {¢

NEW DELHI, March 16. — Lok Sabha members today expressed
serious concern over reports that Pakistan had deployed nuclear
missiles aimed at Indian cities.

The Federation of American Scientists said Pakistan has sta-
tioned M-11 missiles on trucks around the country after loading
them with nuclear weapons. Islamabad can also arm its Ghauri
missiles with uranium bembs, they added. !

Raising the issue during zero hour, Mr Shivraj Singh (BJP)
appealed to the government to take up with Mr Bill Clinton the
1ssugs of Pakistan’s threat to India’s security and terrorist activi-
ties backed by thejr Inter Services Intelligence.

Speaking to the Press after inaugurating a photo exhlbltmn on
Indo-US relations, the External Affairs Minister, Mr Jaswant
Singh, declined comment on whether India would ask the USA to
declare Pakistan a terrorist state saying he would not like to pre-
empt the talks.

As for the pictures of Pakistani nuclear sites, the minister said
he was studying them. Asked about the alarm over reports of
Pakistan preparing the ground for dozens of nuclear-tipped mis-
siles capable of striking Indian cities and military bases, he said
“don’t be alarmed”.

(PTI adds from Washington: US scientists said Pakistan loaded
wuclear-armed M-11s on trucks in Sargodha and dlspersed them
around the country. .

Mr John Pike of the “Public Eye Project” of the federation, which
releaged satellite images of Islamabad’s nuclear and missile facili-
ties on Internet yesterday, told a press conference that though
uranium bombs are a bit heavy for the M-11s, they can still be
loaded onto them for a smaller range than the Chinese-built mis-
sile’s capability. He said Pakistan may fit plutonium bombs, which
are smaller in size, oy M-11s to obtgin full range of the missile.

Mr Pike and Mr Corey Henderson, policy analyst of the Institute
for Science and International Security, revealed that Pakistan’s
heavy water plant, intended for Khushab plutonium plant, has
been completed.

Mr Pike said that previously nuclear powers and presumed
nuclear powers, except the USA, had only one organisation for
making uranium and plutonium bombs because of the high costs
involved. But, “Pakistan-has two.”)

India today sa1d the US comments that Pakistan should respect
the Line of Control were a reaffirmation of India’s long-standing
position on the issue. ,

Mr Jaswant Singh said India had made it clear during the
Kargil operations that what was required was termination of the
intrusions and respect of the LoC.

The Indian government remained tight:lipped on the rneetmg of
Mr Clinton with Hurriyat leaders, even as the separatist organi-
sation today claimed that US President’s decision to grant an
audience to the organisation was a confirmation of the US posi-
tion on Kashmir.

The Hurriyat spokesman told The Statesman that the meeting
proved that the USA was serious in its efforts to resolve the
Kashmir problem. .

In the Lok Sabha, members also said Pakistan was flooding -
India with fake Rs-500 notes in an attempt to destabilise the -
country’s economy.,

Mr PR Das Munshi’ (Congress) said the British High Commission
had put up a notice that it would not accept Rs-500 notes, fake
- versions of which were being flooded into India as part of conspira-

cy by ISI and other foreign forces to destabilise the economy.

+ The HRD Minister, Mr Murli Manohar Joshi, said the govern-
ment was taking all possible measures to stop influx of fake cur-
rency notes.

THE STATESMAN
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ISLAMABAD, MARCH 20. The U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, during
his visit here on March 25, will
urge Pakistan to bring the tem-
perature down on the Line of
Control by discouraging militants
from entering Jammu and Kash-
mir, the first time Washington will
make a summit-level request to
Islamabad on the subject, official
and western diplomatic sources
here said.

Mr. Clinton, in his expected
meeting with Pakistan’s military
ruler, General Pervez Musharraf,
will also ask Islamabad to make a
“firm announcement” to “offi-
cially ban” the militant Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen outfit and curtail the
activities of the Lashkar-e-Taiba
and the Hizbul Mujahideen, the
sources were quoted as saying by
The News daily today.

He will further demand steps to
“force” the Taliban to expel the
terrorist leader, Osama Bin La-
den, from Afghanistan and shut
down all militant training camps
in the mountainous country, they
said.

Pakistan will also be asked to
announce the schedule for the
election process to bring back de-
mocracy, they added.

“The U.S. has joined voices

§§§ t@n%(':n

within Pakistan, such as that of
the Human Rights Commission of

Pakistan, which has rejected the
holding of local bodies elections

as a substitute for national elec-"

tions,” the paper said quoting the
SOUrCes.

Among other things, Mr. Clin-
ton would ask Pakistan to sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
and express readiness to enter a
multilateral moratorium on the
production of fissile material in
the country, the paper said. — PTI

Mirwaiz Farooq
under house arrest

By Our Special Correspondent

SRINAGAR, MARCH 20. The acting
chairman of the All-Party Hurri-
yat Conference (APHC), Mirwaiz
Mohammad Umar Farooq, was
placed under house arrest this
morning, to prevent him from go-
ing to New Delhi in connection
with a “meeting” with the visiting
U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton.

Mirwaiz Farooq said police cor-
doned off his residence during the
night and he was asked not to go
outside without police permis-
sion.

THE HINDU
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Pak okays Iran to
India gas pipelne

GO
AFTER YEARS, 6f ditheri

Pakistan has finally agreed to let
an Iranian gas piptline to India
pass through its territory.

The project was first made public
during the reign of Benazir gov-
ernment, which had strongly
opposed the idea of allowing a
pipeline to India pass through
Pakistani territory. Successive gov-
ernments since then have opposed
the project.

Usman Aminuddin, a minister,
had however pledged to review the
stance of the previous govern-
ments in the best national interest.
He had said Pakistan could earn
Rs 500-700 million just by offering
transit facility for Iranian gas to
India and some other neighbour-
ing countries.

1ANS, Islamabad
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«  resume soon: USA v

INDIA ABROAD NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON, March 26. —
The USA does not visualise an
early resumption of the India-
Pakistan dialogue despite the
US President’s entreaties to Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee and
General Pervez Musharraf dur-
ing his visit to the region.

“We have no expectation or no
reason to believe that's
around,” saidl a senior Clinton
administration official when
asked if the US team was leav-
ing the region with the hope of
an early Vajpayee-Musharraf
meeting.

In a background briefing to
the Press after Mr Clinton’s
meeting with Gen Musharraf,
the transcript of which was

- made available here, the offi-
 cial said, “We did not get assur-
,ances from Pakistan of a
- change of their policy vig-a-vis

infiltration or other things” in
Kashmir.

The official made this obser-
vation when asked about Gen
Musharraf’s reaction to Mr

Clinton’s plea for respecting
the Line of Control in Kashmir.
- The senior administration
official said the US President
made it very clear, as he had
in New Delhi, “our view, the
so-called four ‘R’s: restraint,
respect for the LoC, reduction
(or) renunciation of violence,
and a renewal of the dialogue”.

The official said Gen
Musharraf did not break any
new ground in his position on

N Editorial: Flop foretold,
page 6
R Another report on
page 8

the Kashmir issue. Mr Clinton
certainly raised the issue of
Pakistan using its influence to
help build confidence on both
sides of the LoC. “But we heard
no new assurances from the
General”, the official added.

Mr Clinton “urged the Chief
Executive to develop a
timetable and a road map for
getting back to national-level
civilian rule,” the official said.

THE STATESMAN

On non-proliferation iss
Mr Clinton urged early signg-
ture of the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty, cut-off in fissile
material production, no export
of technologies to other coun-
tries, firm export controls and
also restraint in the develop-
ment and deployment of new
systems, the official said.

The discussions also covered

“terrorism, particularly the

role of the Taliban, in parti-
cular its treatment of women
and minorities in Afghani-
stan, and Mr Sharif’s trial.

‘Clinton enemy of Islam’
The Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
chief, Fazalur Rehman Khalil,
today sharply criticised Mr Bill
Clinton as an enemy of Islam

_and an ally of India in the pro-

tracted and bloody Kashmir
dispute, adds AP from Islama-
bad. ,
“He has refused to become a
mediator and instead has
asked Pakistan to crush
the people who are fighting a
just cause,” the Harkat chief
said.



Dﬁlogue: India’s/

turn to respond,

says Musharra
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Military ruler says initiative must

come from the bigger power now

Kumkum Chadha
Istamabad, March 27 \\(\“\L

AKISTAN'S CHIEF
PExecutive General Pervez

Musharraf has said that he
has to keep the sentiments of his
people and the dignity of the
nation in mind while offering to
have a dialogue with India.

Stating that he has made his will-
ingness known for a dialogue,
General Musharraf said that he
could not “overdo" the dialogue
offer.

‘It is for India to respond now"
the General said. "The initiative
must come from the bigger power
now,” he added.

"There is a feeling in Pakistan
that it has been at the receiving
end," General Musharraf told a
+ visiting delegation of Indian
women who called on him here.

Stating that several hundred peo-
ple have died in Kashmir, the
General said that at least five or six
people die along the Line of
Control every day.

“This must be the situation on
the other (Indian) side also" he
said.

The cause of the tension,
General Musharraf said, is
Kashmir:

"We must remove the cause and
proceed further" he said, adding
that this could be done "peaceful-
Iy".

“The need is to be realistic and

frank about the ground situatl 47
The dialogue has never been
Kashmir," the General said.

"The answer is to talk. Why com
to the table with conditions," the
General sought to know.

The military ruler told the visit-
ing delegation to take his "offer of
a dialogue” to the people of India
and its leaders, while stating that
he recognised the women's inter-
vention in the process of peace.

Making a pointed reference to
the increase in India's defence
budget, General Musharraf said
that India has increased its defence
budget by 27 per cent.

Pakistan, on the other hand, has
donated US$ seven billion from
their defence budget to the cause
of social justice, he added.

Conceding that in the past lead-
ers in Pakistan have been unrealis-
tic about the situation, General
Musharraf underlined the need to
"leave the past behind".

The Indian delegation, which is
on a five-day visit to Pakistan, has
undertaken a journey on the
Lahore bus under the auspices of
the Women's Initiative for Peace in
South Asia.

Those who called on General
Musharraf inclyde Mrs Nirmala
Deshpande, former Member of
Parliament, Mrs Syeda Hameed,
member of the National
Commission for Women, and Mrs
Mohini Giri, chadiperson, Guild of
Service.
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o territorial ambition
over Kashmir, says
Pak Foreign Secre ﬁry

Islamabad, March 20 9V

FOREIGN SECRETARY Inam-ul-Haq said today
that Pakistan did not have any territorial ambitions
over Kashmir region and it only wanted realisation of
the right to self-determination of the Kashmiri people
in accordance with the United Nations resolutions.

“We don’t have any territorial ambitions over
Kashmir. We only support the indigenous struggle of
the Kashmiri people for their right to self-determina-
tion," he said while addressing the conclusion ceremo-
ny of eighth Diplomatic Course at the Forgjgn Service
Academy. '

Inam said Pakistan wanted fulfilmént pf thle aspira-
tions of the people of Kashmir region ac¢ording to the
UN Security Council resolutions, He sald emergence
of unipolar world, following the collapse of former
Soviet Union, had raised gopes int developmg
world about the mitigation of their problems. "But
most of these hopes have not realised and crises have
broken out in a number of countries, particularly,
African continent,” he added.

He said globalisation also has caused marginalisa-
tion of the developing nations in the world. He
expressed the hope that the countries of the South
would work out a joint strategy to deal with such a sit-
uation in an effective manner.

. Inam emphasised that Pakistan had a deep and abid-
ing interest in the progress and prosperity of the
Central Asian region. "As a members of the Economic
Cooperation Organisation, Pakistan shares the objec-
tive of fostering close cooperation in diverse areas of
mutual interest,

The Foreign Secretary said Pakistan was confident
that the ongoing political process would create condi-
tions conducive to a lasting peace in Bosnia.
Herzegovina. He said Pakistan supported the United
Nations Secretary-General's good offices mission on
Cyprus and favoured a federal solution based on the
principles of bi-zonal, bi-communal and politica

ci}lxahty of the two communities,

e said Pakistan enjoyed warm and cordial relation
with Mongolia. Director General Foreign Servic
Academy Azmat Ghayur spoke briefly aboat the activ
ities of the training programme, (ANI)
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: l';zr C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, MARCH 30. The Govern-
ment Will resume talks with Pakis-
tan only when the Mushrraf
regime unconditionally ends its
campaign of terror against India.

Commenting on the offer of
talks, conveyed by Pakistan
through official channels in Isla-
mabad today, highly-placed
sources in the Government said
there was “no evidence on the
ground” to suggest that Pakistan
had ended its cross-border terror-
ism. The Government is fully
aware that Pakistan is now under
pressure to sound reasonable af-
ter the U.S. President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, administered some bitter
medicine to the military rulers
during his brief stopover in Isla-
mabad last Saturday.

Until there were clear indica-
tions that Pakistan had ended its
support to violence against India,
all its proposals for talks would be

nd terrorism first, says India

1S
A

seen here as Mp?ayiLg to the in-
ternational gallery”, sources in
the Government said.

Pakistan’s direct offer for talks
comes amid daily statements
from Gen. Pervez Musharraf, who
is now travelling through South-
East Asia, that he is ready for talks
with India “at any time and any
place.”

Reeling under the U.S. pressure
to change course on Kashmir, the
military ruler has indicated that
he is ready to use his influence
with the militant groups there to
reduce violence.

At the same time, he has insist-
ed that India take ‘reciprocal
steps” such as reduction of troop
presence in Kashmir and the re-
lease of political prisoners.

Sources in the Government said
India had no desire to bargain on
the terms of renewed éngagement
with Pakistan. They insisted there
would be no compromise on the

principle that cessation of cross-.

border terrorism must precede
the resumption of dialogue.

Mr. Clinton, according to in-
formed sources, conveyed to Pa-
kistan that the onus was on the
military regime to take the first
step towards rebuilding confi-
dence between the two countries.
He also stated publicly both in In-
dia and Pakistan last week that
without an end to violence there
could be no successful dialogue.

Sources here insisted that they
would not let Pakistan fudge this
issue. They also pointed out that
India had gone some distance in
indicating that it was prepared to
save Gen. Musharraf’s face with-
out insisting on public commit-
ments from the military regime to
end crossborder terrorism.

All that the Government is look-
ing for is “tangible” evidence that
Islamabad has put an end to ter-
rorism. The moment there was
credible evidence, India would be
ready for talks, the sources said. |
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_“*Resume India, Pa
By Our Staff Reporteﬁj'vggw ‘

NEW DELHI, FEB. 1. Members
Pakistan-India Forum for Peace
and Democracy today urged both
Governments to resume dialogue
and work towards an agreement
for at least six months.

At a press conference here, the
former India’s Chief of Naval Staff
and member of the Forum, Admi-
ral L. Ramdas, said it was impor-
tant for the process of dialogue to
resume otherwise the wedge that
has been created in bilateral rela-
tions between the two countries
after the Kargil conflict and the
{hijacking could lead to “disas-
‘trous’’ consequences.

In a meeting of the forum at-
tended by the chairperson of Hu-
man Rights Commission of
Pakistan, Mr. Afrasiab Khattak,
and the general secretary of the
Forum’s Pakistan chapter, Mr. If-
teqar-ul-Haq, among others here
today, a resolution urging re-
sumption of dialogue was also
passed.

While stating this, the resolu-
tion also said the Forum was
committed to promote democra-
cy. The foruy%as of the view that

dweh( present ‘‘state of hostl
only created more social tensiohs.

Maintaining that military rile
had not weakened the resolve pf
democratic elements within P3-
kistan, Mr. Khattak said peop
like him were not ‘“‘bogged” by
the present regime and their very
presence in today’s meeting was a
demonstration of their democrat-
ic spirit. He, however, agreed that
military rule might have en-
hanced jingoism at both ends
which was not healthy for peace.

Defending their resolution of
letting a military regime do the
talking from Pakistan, Mr. Ifteqar
said suspension of talks would
only escalate hostilities and breed
distrust between the countries.
“This is something which the
common man on both sides is op-
posed to. Thus while strengthen-
ing democratic processes we
must not recede from talking with
each other.”

Disagreeing with the official
line that Pakistan ‘‘back-stabbed”
India at Kargil, Admiral Ramdas
said signing on the dotted line at
Lahore did not mean one had to
be slack in their defence. ‘‘India
paid for their negligence and in-

THE HINDU
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iétan talks’ -

efficiency vdfipus agencies
which failed to detect the intru-
sion.”

On the issue of Kashmir, Admi-
ral Ramdas said India too had to
apportion the blame for hostili-
ties in the region. Over the years,
he added, successive Indian gov-
ernments had failed to keep up
with their commitments to the
people of Kashmir. “What if Pa-
kistan stops abetting terrorism in
the Valley but violence still con-
tinues, whom will we blame then?
So Indian politicians also have to
do their bit internally if the Kash-
mir issue has to be resolved.”

Many in the Forum were of the
view that no one country could be
blamed for the deterioration in
bilateral relations. Media person-
ality and a member of the Forum,
Tapan Bose, said while blaming
Pakistan for Kargil, India should
remember that it too had
changed its stance on Siachen.
“We always wanted demilitarisa-
tion of Siachen and during the
last-talks between the two coun-
tries we called for ‘status quo’.
Why? Simply because the ground

situation benefited us yat

time."”



India to highlight Pak

role at%y

FROM PRANAY SHARMA'

New Delhi, Feb. 3: India will ex-
ploit to the hilt the opportunity to
highlight Pakistan’s role as an ex-
porter of terrorism at the joint
working group meeting in Wash-
ington early next week.

Delhi wants to seize this
chance and convince the Ameri-
cans to a greater degree of Islam-
abad’s hand in the Kashmir insur-
gency before Bill Clinton arrives
here in March.

Apart from stressing its con-
cern over increasing Pakistan-
backed militancy in Kashmir and
other parts of the country, India
will also focus on the likely fallout
of the Talibanisation of the region.
These issues top the Indian team’s
agenda for the first meeting of the
Indo-American joint working
group on terrorism. :

The meeting indicates the

ton about Delhi’s concerns in par-
ticular and about international
terrorism in general. It is also a
signal to Pakistan, a country sofar
kept out of Clinton’s itinerary, to
show real progress on uprooting
terrorism from its soil.

The discussions come at a time
when the BJP-led coalition is find-
ing it tough to convince the nation
that its concerns carry weight in
the US. Prime Minister Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee’s statement last
month that Delhi would try to con-
vince Washington to declare Pak-
istan a terrorist state had put the
government in a spot, as America
came up with a lukewarm re-
sponse. This meeting, therefore,
may come as a face-saver.

The Indian team is led by Alok
Prasad, joint secretary (Americ-
as) in the foreign ministry. The
Americans will be led by Michael

THE TELEGRAPH
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rror meet
.

~ growing seriousness in x‘lashing» hdeh

ief co-ordinator on
uhter-terrorism. The two-day
megting begins from February 7.

Steps to co-ordinate efforts, in-
cluding sharing information, are
likely to be discussed and a mech-
anism for regular interaction set
up. A decision on opening an FBI
office in Delhi may be taken, too.
But the main signal that will come
out of the meeting will be political,
rather than technical.

The meeting will be followed
by talks between foreign secre-
tary Lalit Mansingh and his US
counterpart Thomas Pickering.
Mansingh will try to persuade the
Americans to keep Pakistan out of
the President’s schedule.

But while leading US dailies as
well as policy-makers advise
against a visit to the country,
there are others who feel Clinton
should go there to ensure Islam-
abad is not totally isolated.




—"Fake currency bemg
i{ed in: Vajpayee

pu

NEW DELHI, FEB: 4. Th
Prime Minister, Mr. At
Behari Vajpayee, today i
directly charged Pakista
with attempting to disrup
India’'s  economy by
pumping in fake currency
notes, even as he said that
this country had the po-
tential to become a big
power which “all friends
and enemies are aware

of”. 2 ‘)\S}‘U -~ ()(’\/
“Ther€ are conspiracies
going on because enemies
don’t want to see us pros-
per. Fake currency notes
are being pumped into our
country to disrupt our
economy,” Mr. Vajpayee
said at a function here
without naming Pakistan.’

Asserting that India has
“braved” such situations
earlier also, he said “we
will smash these and we
are confident of that”.

A Customs officer with Wahed Ahmed
(sitting down), who was arrested while
trying to smuggle fake Indian currency
from Pakistan, at the Attari railway
station, near the India-Pakistan
border on Thursday. — AP

Several agents of Pakis-
tan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence agency had been
recently apprehended
with fake Indian currency
notes in India and Nepal showing

evidence of Islamabad’s involve-
ment in the operason.

e R

Referring to the hijacking of the
Indian Airlines plane in Decem-
ber last year, the Prime Minister

THE HINDU
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resident of the trans-Y
of New Delhi, Mr.

PTWI /

said it had caused a dharam
sankat {(dilemma) for the
Government as the lives of
many citizens were at stake.
Stating that the situation
was such that even blood-
shed could not have helped
save lives of the hostages, he
said, “‘we had to take a deci-
sion despite knowing that it
would evoke criticism.”
“Had the hostages been
my family members, { would
not have thought for a mo-
ment to sacrifice them,” he
said while addressing a
gathering at the inaugura-
tion of “Bhagwan Shranbh-
dev International
Mahotsav”. '

Fake currency seized

Customs officials have
seized fake Indian currency
worth over Rs. 1.02 lakhs
from three passengers of the
Samjhauta Express, includ-
ing a Pakistani national, at
Attari railway station in
Punjab on Thursday.

Fake currency worth Rs.
99,000 was found in the bag-
gage of Wahed Ahmed, 65, a
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US PRESIDENT Bill Clinton jhas
renewed his offer of personal el
to India and Pakistan "to resyme
and intensify their dialogue ort all
issues,” which broke down in the
wake of the Kargil conﬂict‘.»;f‘\,\

"However, to make progress in
this area, the cycle of mistrust and
violence must be broken. I am per-
sonally committed to do what I can
towards this objective," the
President said while accepting the
letter of credence from newly
appointed Pakistani Ambassador
Maleeha Lodhi, here yesterday.

He said, "The US is prepared to
work intensively to see dialogue
between Pakistan and India on all
issues resume and intensify."

Here the President's emphasis is

 visit still
not ruled out

BILL CLINTON has indicated
that a visit to Pakistan next
month cannot be ruled out.
"Well, 1 probably will visit
Pakistan," Clinton told former
Pakistani premier Benazir
Bhutto at a prayer breakfast
meeting here on Thursday.

See also page 14

on "all issues," which, according to
observers, include Kashmir -- as
envisaged in last year's "Lahore
declaration,” issued by Indian
Prime Minister A B Vajpayee and
his then Pakistani counterpart
Nawaz Sharif.
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Mr Clinton said, "We are mindful
that long-standing tensions and
disputes between Pakistan and
India fuel this (arms) competition
indeed, they make it more danger-
ous."

"The United States believes that
this competition is fundamentally
destructive -- out only to interna-
tionally shared non-proliferation
norms, but also to chances for rec-
onciliation between India and
Pakistan and for increased eco-
nomic growth and development in
both the countries,” he added.

Mr Clinton said, "along these
lines, we hope Pakistan will sign
the CTBT and take other steps to
reduce this costly and destabilising
competition, such as those out-
lined in the UN Security Council
resolution 1172." (UND)
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T e Prime Minister, Mr A B Vajpayee, would be beXer
advised not to react in kind to General Parvkz
Musharraf’s threats of a nuclear war in the sub-continen
There is no doubt that General Musharraf has been, on
more than one occasion, guilty of resorting to drum-beating
of the worst kind. We have in the past commented on the
Pakistani military dictator’s penchant for touting his coun-
try’s nuclear arsenal with the abandon of a child wielding
a toy gun. What Mr Vajpayee must realise, however, is that
General Musharraf, whatever his current status remains
in essence a military man and hence is more likely than
most to be given to war mongering histrionics. The Indian
prime minister, in contrast, has to establish a reputation
not just as a sober political leader but as a statesman. He
has indeed achieved this in large measure in his long and
undoubtedly illustrious political career, but knee-jerk reac-
tions to provocative statements from across the border do
little to help consolidate a reputation for statesmanship.
Mr Vajpayee must also realise that Lis ability to cultivate

such an image is not just a matter of personal choice or .

benefit. It would represent another diplomatic victory for

India at a time when it is best placed to score such victo- |

ries, thanks to Kargil and the hijacking of the Indian
Airlines aircraft among other things. The more the
Pakistani regime indulges in irresponsible rhetoric on the
nuclear issue, the more necessary it becomes for India to
underscore that it is conscious of the immense responsibil-
ity that comes with possessing weapons of mass destruc-
tion. This is not to suggest that Pakistan’s aggression is to
be met with passive submission. Firmness in deed and
sobriety in statements though would be a better response.
Lest it seem that all that is being suggested is tactical pos-
turing, it would be best to clarify that India must not only
be seen as desiring peace, but actually desire it and work
towards it, even if the prospects for peace and good neigh-
bourly relations between India and Pakistan today seem
extremely gloomy.

The Economic Times
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/ A Pak. planned Kargil- IlkeQ)@o

voperatlon In

By Thomas Abraham

0\

LONDON, FEB. 8. A Kargil-like operation was proposed
by the Pakistani army as early as 1996, the former
Pakistan Prime Minister, Ms. Benazir Bhutto has
revealed. In an interview to BBC World Service ra-
dio, she said that in the beginning of 1996 she had
been given a briefing by senior army commanders
on such an operation, but that she had vetoed it. “I
was invited to a briefing at General Headquarters.
And in front of about fifty or sixty officers, I was
given a briefing with maps,screens, slides. And at
the end of the briefing I vetoed it.”

Ms. Bhutto, who was interviewed in London by
the BBC’s Andrew Whitehead as part of a World
Service radio series “India: a people partitioned”,
also repeated her recent calls to open the borders
between Indian and Pakistani Kashmir, and said
that she was prepared to accept the de facto parti-
tion of the State in the short term. “We think the
time has come to open the border, open exchanges
to free our people. Maybe if we free our people,
something better can be achieved than all the gov-
ernments of the past.”

Ms. Bhutto said she was willing to travel to Srina-
gar as part of an effort to unblock relations between
India and Pakistan. “Yes, I would like to go to Kash-
mir,” she said. “ I don’glike the fact that it’s ruled by
Delhi. I know the p€ople of Kashmir are unhappy
and have give told sacrifices. But I would like

'96: Benazir "~

go tomorrow if I could.”The former Prime Minister
has been spending her time in self- imposed exile in
London calling for a radical change in Pakistan’s
policy towards Kashmir and has on several occa-
sions suggested that both countries put aside the
Kashmir question for the time being and concen-
trate on improving their economic relations. In her
interview to the BBC, she suggested that both gov-
ernments open their borders, allow the State As-
semblies in both Indian and Pakistani Kashmir to
continue functioning, and leave it to the people of
Kashmir to decide their future. “In the short term
the de-facto situation will remain, But as the peo-
ple-to-people contacts grow, as we begin to move
freely, to travel freely, then I believe a change will
come. Now, whether that change means that an
Indian flag will be there, or a Pakistani, or a Kash-
miri flag, I can’t say.”

She would like to see “India and Pakistan open
their borders between Kashmir, while the Indians
have their assembly there, and we have our as-
sembly, without prejudice to our positions on the
Security Council resolutions.”

Ms. Bhutto suggested that the two assemblies
could meet among themselves “to monitor the line
and to prevent militancy and so on, and ultimately
'y could decide whether they want to be two as-
semblies with a supra-assembly or whether they.-
want to come together in one assembly.” /

7
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE of Pakistan
Gen. Pervez Musharraf's offer of
direct talks with Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee, made during
an interview to Doordarshan tele-
cast last evening, failed to enthuse
the External Affairs Ministry
today.

"Our position on the question of
resuming the dialogue with
Pakistan is well-known," said the
official spokesman of the Ministry.
Despite promptings from corre-
spondents, he would not venture
into elaborating his answer.

He also questioned the assump-
tion that the offer for direct talks
had been made by GGen. Musharraf
for the first time. "I am not sure if
this is the first time (that he has
made such an offer)," he said. "But,
on the larger issue of the resump-
tion of the dialogue, our position
remains unchanged."

MJéhgna%ffer
YWV Y N~

Since the Kargil conflict,/India
has been insisting that the dialogue
cannot be resumed until Pakistan
stops patronising cross-border ter-
rorism in Jammu and Kashmir and
elsewhere in the country. In the

“On the larger issue of
the resumption of the
dialogue, our position
remains unchanged,”
said MEA spokesman

interview, Gen.Musharraf flatly
denied any Pakistan Government
involvement in promoting what he
described as the "freedom strug-
gle" in the Indian State.

The spokesman was, however ,
relatively expansive on the ques-
tion of the tapes of the conversa-
tion between Gen. Musharraf and
his Chief of General Staff Lt. Gen.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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Mohammad Aziz, outlining what
India later called Pakistan's Kargil
"misadventure", which were played
out by the Ministry in New Delhi in
June last year on the eve of then
Pakistan Foreign Minister Sartaj
Aziz's visit.

When his comment was invited
on Gen.Musharraf's allegation that
the tapes were doctored in New

_Delhi, the spokesman asserted that

they were authentic and were
played out in the presence of
External affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh. On all other points raised in
the interview, he maintained that
the Indian position had been reit-
erated time and again and were
well-known.

As for Gen.Musharraf's com-
ment that Pakistan would use its
nuclear arsenal when its integrity
was threatened, the spokesman
pointed out that while India had
opted for the no-first-use princi-

ple, "Pakistag/has no such doc-
trine."
L




Pak blows hot and co /d/t/ convince US

“Pervezs Springs
}alks on Atal

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New D , Feb. 7: Scaling
down his aggressive postures,
Pakistan’s military ruler Per-
vez Musharraf today offered
to meet and hold direct talks
with Prime Minister Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee to thrash out all
disputes, including Kashmir.

“We should meet.... I would
certainly like to meet him (Vaj-
payee),” Musharraf said inan in-
terview to Doordarshan at the
Army House in Rawalpindi. But
he kept his country’s nuclear op-
tions open to safeguard “nation-
alintegrity”.

Musharraf’s blow-hot-blow-
cold interview came on a day
when Pakistan testfired the Hatf-1
surface-to-surface ballistic mis-
sile with a range of 100 km. It was
not known if the missile could
carry nuclear warheads.

Kargil-bitten India appeared
sceptical about the general’s over-
tures and decided to analyse the
tenor of his speech before offering
a reaction. Indications are that
Delhi will insist on Islamabad cre-
ating the “right atmosphere” by
{ stopping terror export to Kashmir
before it agrees to sit across the
negotiation table. -

Offering to resume the’ dia-
logue stalled since the Kargil in-

trusions, Musharraf said: “We
ought to break the logjam, reduce
tension which can be done only
through a discussion, cut hyster-
ics against each other and address
issues of major concern.”

Slipping on the velvet gloves
over his iron fists, the general said
both sides should “take steps to-
gether” to de-escalate tension in
the subcontinent, which Presi-
dent Clinton has described as the
“most dangerous place in the
world” because of Kashmir.

Asked why then was Pakistan
not accepting India’s offer of a
pact on no first use of nuclear
weapons, Musharraf added: “I
have said very clearly that nuclear
power should not be used.” At the
same time, he clarified, Islamabad
will keep its nuclear options open.
“When our national integrity is
threatened, then we will take a de-
cision at that time.”

Desperate for international
recognition since overthrowing
the civilian government, the mili-
tary regime is in a hurry to earn
diplomatic points, especially to
convince Clinton to visit Islam-
abad next month. But by keeping
alive the spectre of a nuclear
flashpoint, Musharraf is tryingto
send a signal to the global powers
that they should prod India into
reviving the talks.

Musharraf’s climbdown
comes two days after he said Kash-
mir was the “only dispute” and
urged the international commu-
nity to distinguish between “‘ter-
rorism and freedom struggle”.

Vajpayee had returned the fire
yesterday, saying India reserved
the right to use nuclear weapons if
provoked.

Amid the verbal volleys, the
government’s decision to telecast
the interview on its national
channel has triggered speculation
on the reasons behind the move.
Some feel it is Delhi’s way of say-
ing it is no less reasonable than
the Pakistan ruler, while others
believe that the government is try-
ing to prepare the domestic audi-
ence for resuming talks with
Pakistan.

Musharraf admitted that Pak-
istanis were crossing into Jammu
and Kashmir but denied his
regime’s hand. “There are people
who are joining the freedom stru-
ggle there, going through the LoC
which is very porous but the gov-
ernment is not involved,” he said.

Trying to come across as a rea-
sonable person, Musharraf told
Doordarshan that there were “no
chances” of a war. But, he cau-
tioned, “there can be chances” if
India continued to escalate ten-
sion along the LoC.
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—Musharraf offers -

to meet Vajpayee

NEW DELHI, FEB. 7. Pakistan's mil-
itary ruler, Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf, has made a direct offer to
meet the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, but maintained
that the two sides could break the
“logjam' and reduce tension only
by addressing the Kashmir issue.

“We should meet ... I would
certainly like to meet him (Mr.
Vajpayee),” Gen. Musharraf said
in an interview to Mr. Karan Tha-
par at the Army House in Rawal-
pindi, which was telecagt by
Doordarshan tonight.

Home Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani,
and the Defence Minister, Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes, had made a
“number of threats’ against Pa-
kistan. “It needed a lot of restraint
from my side not to respond.”

Virtually declining to make any
commitment on no-first use of
nuclear weapons against India, he
kept the nuclear option open,
saying, “We will take a decision
when the occasion arises.”

_On the possibility of a nuclear

4 are-up, he said, “I wouldn’t say
“We ought to break thé logja there are chances. If at all India

and reduce tension, which capn be
done only through a discussipn,”
he said. Asked whether he wbuld
hold elections next year, {5en.
Musharraf said, “I cannot{ say
that.”” He said he was involvdd in
bringing about structural and
strategic changes in Pakistan.
“These are real changes which are
everlasting and futuristic and they
will take a little time."”

Gen. Musharraf sought to
counter New Delhi’s accusation
that Pakistan was indulging in
sustained anti-India propaganda
by stating that Mr. Vajpayee, the

escalates on the LoC in Kashmir,
there can be chances.”

Gen. Musharraf also admitted
to the authenticity of the audio
tapes made public by India, con-
taining his conversation as Army
chief with his Chief of General
Staff on the Kargil intrusions but
sought to contest New Delhi’s as-
sertion that it proved the Pakista-

ni Army’s involvement in the |

incursions. New Delhi had pre-
sented the controversial tapes in
which Gen. Musharraf, on a visit
to Beijing, had spoken to Gen.
Mohd. Aziz in Islamabad. — B
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AS INDIA AND Pakistan seek to position them-
selves for the late-March visit to the subconti-
nent by the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
there is a disturbing increase in hostile rhetoric
on both sides. A series of statements and coun-
ter-statements have kept the bilateral tensions
high. It is against some provocative statements
coming from across the border that one must
see Sunday’s strong remarks by the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Vajpayee, in the town of Jalandhar that
lies within hailing distance of Pakistan. But a
democratic government's distinct advantage
lies in its in-built capacity not to be provoked
and in the underlying soundness and abundant
caution of its actions and reactions. Mr. Vaj-
payee’s strident remarks on Sunday are out of
character with the confidence and strength that
have marked New Delhi’s responses so far. His
declaration that this country is ready to “face
the nuclear threat” and his theatrical but point-
less demand for the return of occupied areas of
Kashmir betrayed an inclination to oratory at
the cost of moderation and statesmanship. Such
hardline public poses serve little purpose and
only raise the stakes at a crucial juncture in its
diplomacy when New Delhi must exercise the
maximum caution in the realisation that it has
more than once proved itself as a responsible
nuclear nation. Hardly 24 hours earlier, India
had reacted correctly to Islamabad’s suggestion
for resumption of the stalled discussions by reit-
erating that Pakistan must first end hostile
propaganda and support to cross-border terror-
ism. Mr. Vajpayee’s outburst, for all the under-
standable provocation, came as a contrast and
can only raise the stakes.

Bilateral relations, already at the lowest
ebb, can do without such rhetoric. Particularly
worrisome will be Mr. Vajpayee’s comments on
the nuclear issue. It is no secret that Pakistan

NO TIME FOR OUTBURSTS ¢\ 1/

grabbed the opportunity provided by India to
explode the bomb and instantly —\and for ever
— neutralised the conventional arrgs superior-
ity enjoyed by this country. Considefing that no
government in Pakistan will surrender this ad-
vantage by accepting the no-first-use offer, it
was strange for the Prime Minister to talk of a
fitting reply, et al, to a nuclear attack. This was
platform oratory that might have sounded excit-
ing to the immediate audience but can bring the
country no credit.

The spurt in bilateral rhetoric is perhaps a
measure of the intense international pressure,
led by the U.S., being brought to bear on both
countries for some movement forward on the
Kashmir issue. Tension between the two has, in
fact, been rising ever since an extended Clinton
visit to India was announced without a match-
ing trip to Pakistan. A non-official campaign to
prevent a Pakistani stopover vitiated the atmo-
sphere further, forcing the military government
in Islamabad to strike extreme postures. Caught
between the powerful lobby of Islamic militants
and their supporters in the military and uncon-
cealed Western displeasure over his failure to
announce a timetable for a return to democracy,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, the Pakistani strong-
man, has been blowing hot and cold. A genuine
offer to resume bilateral discussions was fol-
lowed by a declaration that Pakistan would peg
it exclusively to Kashmir and continue (0 pro-
vide all assistance — funds and training — to
Islamic militants fighting in Kashmir. This is
perhaps more a reflection of the contradictory
forces at play than a disinclination to resile from
a hardline stance. New Delhi must construct its
responses in the coming weeks by recognising
this reality, safely leaving the sabre-rattling to
regimes fighting for their legitimacy on sticky
domestic ground. /
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Come, let us meet,
Musharraf tells Atal

‘Pakistan Gpvt not v

e\

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 7

ved in Kashmir’

Director of the Institute for Defence Studies and
Analyses Jasjit Singh said, "It was only this man,a mil-

N

AKISTAN'S MILITARY ruler General Pervez
Musharraf has made a direct offer to meet
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee but main-
tained that the two sides "could break the logjam" and
* reduce tension only by addressing the Kashmir issue.
"We should meet. I would certainly like to meet him
(Vajpayee),” Gen. Musharraf said in a wide-ranging
interview Doordarshan at the Army house in
Rawalpindi. "We ought to break the logjam, reduce
tension (and this) can be done only through a discus-
sion, cutting hysterics against each other and address

issues of major concern," he said. He
wanted both sides to simultaneously
take measures to de-escalate ten-
sion. "Let us take steps together," he
said.

The- interview on Government-
owned Doordarshan could spark off
a debate whether legitimacy has
been conferred on Gen Pervez
Musharraf and his regime.

The Ministry of External Affairs
was not ready with its considered
comment. And the Prime Minister's
Office, in a neat évasive action,
deflected the issue to the totally
autonomous" Prasar Bharati.

Doordarshan sources, however,
tom-tommed the interview as a veri-
.table coup. "It is not as though we
are conferring legitimacy upon the
military ruler. He is there; he is the
Chief Executive of Pakistan. We
nave simply brought him out in the
open 1o answer our pointed ques-
tions...."

BJP vice-president J.P.Mathur saw
one positive aspect in the venture. It
has afforded Indians an opportunity
to assess Gen Musharraf and see
how he is disposed to Indo-Pak ties.

Congress leader K.Natwar Singh
felt the transparency was welcome.

Thus spake Pakistan’s CEO

@ On rumblings in the judiciary: It (the fresh oath of allegiance) was

It is wrong to say that India does not

~ ¥/ itary chief,who could have turned the corner
and,instead of repeating what the political leadership
of Pakistan had always maintained,could have offered
talks at a reasonable level."

Instead, he sounded completely adamant and unrea-
sonable in his interview,he said. .

Mr S.K.Singh said that while the DD telecast estab-
lished once again the innate Indian transparency and
democracy by facilitating the Pakistani ruler to talk
directly ta the Indian people,the latter only proved to
be a typical product of the Pakistani ethos of con-
ducting foreign affairs through subterfuges and bla-

® On no-first-use of N-weapons
against India: I have said very clear-
ly that nuclear power should not be
used. However, when our national
integrity is threatened, then we will §
take a decision (on exercising
nuclear option) at that time. We will H
take a decision when the occasion B
arises. :

® On the sustained anti-India pro-
paganda: Mr Vajpayee, Mr LK. §
Advani and Mr George Fernandes |
have made a number of threats §
against Pakistan. It needed a lot-of §
restraint from my ‘side -not -to §
respond, :
® On Pakistanis crossing into J&K: There are people who are joining
the freedom struggle there, but the Pakistan Government 1s not
involved. ‘

® On Pakistan's involvement in the hijacking of IC 814: Let India give
us the proof... If the hijackers are here, we will try them.

® On a time frame for the colintry's return to democracy: 1 cannot
provide (a deadline) for it. Pakistan curténtly-has.e-civilian regime.
with a military head and it is being monitored by the military.

necessitated by internal compulsions. Eighty-seven per cent of the
judges abided by it. There is no division in the judiciary.

® On divisions within the Armed Forces: That is part of a disinforma-
tion campaign. The military is totally united and I am in charge.

recognise the Musharraf regime.
"We have not withdrawn our High

from Islamabad. Nor has Pakistan withdrawn its from
New Delhi," he said and quipped: "I only hope Mr
Vajpayee will now give a similar interview to Pakistan
IA

The interview, telecast this evening, has been wel-
comed by foreign and strategic affairs analysts as it
provided a rare opportunity to the Indian people to

listen dirgctly to the Pakistani leader.

"The DD telecast shows the transparency and
democracy innate in the Indian polity,” said former
Foreign Secretary and High Commissioner to

Pakistan S.K.Singh.

tant lies. "Gen Musharraf comes out wily in the inter-
view when he repeated all those lies about Kargil and
Kashmir," said Mr S.K.Singh. /

IDSA Director Jasjit Singh said, "Should we not ask
ourselves what role Pakistan has to play in Kashmir?
It is only the second time in the last ten years that an
Indian Prime Minister has talked about recovering the
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. Mr PV.Narasimha Rao
had only midly mentioned that India had the unfin-
ished task of recovering the PqK. But that sent shock
waves in Pakistan.The latter has always been bold in
saying that Kashmir has to be made/independent of
India.Why can we not be equally bold ?" :

Commissioner
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Pakistan degloys

more troops

()Il

Line of Control

(/
M

IN A move fraught with seriojs
security ramifications, Pakistan |is
understood to have beefed up |ts
force levels this month by indudt-
ing more troops along the Line bf
Control (LoC) in Jammu an
Kashmir.

Highly-placed Government
sources said that Pakistan has
redeployed more than a brigade
strength of troops from the inter-
national border to this perpetually
active 540  kilometre line.
Intelligence inputs indicate that
two battalions of the Lahore-based
IV Corps and two battalions of the
Sialkot-based 10 division have
Jbeen ‘moved to Pakistan occupied
Kashmir (PoK). Each battalion has
around 800 men.

It is believed that
these  Pakistani
troops have been
deployed near
Muzzafarabad, fac-
ing Tangdhar
ranges on the
Indian side and at
Jharikhas on the
Pir Panjal Ranges,
opposite Uri sec-
tor. The Pakistan
army had inducted
additional 120-mm
mortars  towards
the end of last
month in the area
that faces Nangi Tekri area in the
Rajouri sector.

These moves have led to serious
concern being expressed about
national security within the Indian
defence establishment. Chief of
Army Staff General V.P. Malik has
made a whistle-stop tour to the
area under the Nagrota-based 16
Corps and Srinagar-based 15
Corps in the past 24 hours. Gen
Malik flew to Kashmir on Tuesday
and returned this afternoon. He is
understood to have reviewed the
situation along the LoC with the
area commanders and visited
Palanwala in Akhnoor sector,
Batot and Tangdhar areas.

Palanwala and Tangdhar have
come under Pakistani mortar and
artillery shelling since January this
year. There have been sporadic
small arms exchanges along the

Shishir Gupta
New Delhi, February 9

t Pakistan eplos
: more troops along LoC |

oC during this period. There are
reports of stepped up Pakistani fir-
ing along the Actual Ground
Position Line (AGPL) in Siachen,
during which at least two Indian
soldiers of the Assam Regiment
reportedly lost their lives on
February 6.

The assessment is that this troop
redeployment could be part of a
Pakistani plan to escalate tension
along the LoC just before ‘US
President Bill Clinton's visit to the
sub-continent beginning March 20.
"The Army does not expect any
Pakistani misadventure this month
as the entire area along the LoC is
under heavy snow. As of now,
these troops are in defensive
deployment,. but nothing can be
ruled out once the snow starts
melting in March," said an official.

Military  experts feel that

Pakistan could mdulge in some
adventurism on the LoC as this
would fit jito its plan of showing
Kashmir as a flashpoint to the
world.

At the same time, this would also
boost Pakistani plans 'of trying to
secure a third party mediation on
Kashmir.

India, on its part, has strength-
ened its resolve to tackle all even-
tualities in Kashmir. Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee's
statement of wresting PoK from
Pakistan in this context is not mere
rhetoric but contains a message to
Islamabad that it should drop its
grandiose plans on Kashmir.

The Indian Army, on its part, has
steeled itself in Jammu and
Kashmir and has orders to effec-
tively retaliate and repulse any
Pakistani gameplan.
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Clinton V?'ce concern over
discord between India, Pak

Washington, February 9 H/ 2\
==

PRESIDENT BILL Clinton said
today he was "profoundly con-
cerned” about the discord between
nuclear rivals India and Pakistan
and said he wants to do something
to ease it before leaving office,
report agencies.

Mr Clinton, describing South
Asia as "that troubled part of the
world", suggested that the poten-
tial for conflict between the two
countries was far greater than is
commonly understood.

"It has enormous implications for
people in the United States and
throughout the world - more I sus-
pect than most people know", Mr
Clinton told reporters during an
unrelated White House event.

Mr Clinton is due to travel to
India and Bangladesh from March
20. Today, he gave no hint as to
whether he would go to Pakistan.

"We haven't made a decision on
the final itinerary yet", he told
reporters. "I want to make a trip
which maximises the possibilities
not only for constructive partner-

ship for the United States in the
years ghead but even more urgent-
ly for peace in that troubled part of
the world". -

Cohen's report: The US has assert-
ed that as the lone superpower, it
must get involved into Indo-Pak

‘We won't start it’
INDIA WILL not provoke a
conflict with Pakistan despite
very tense relations between
both  countries, National
Security  Advisor Brajesh
Mishra told reporters on
Tuesday following a meeting
with French President Jacques
Chirac and Defence Minister

Alaijn Richard,
Detalled report on page 12

and other international disputes to
"advance the cause- of peace"
though it "cannot impose solu-
tions".

US Defence Secretary William
Cohen, in his annual report 10
Congress, said, "while the US can-

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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not impose solutions on regional
disputes (like the conflict between
India and Pakistan), its unique mil-
itary and political position
demands that it play an active role
in promoting regional stability and
advancing the cause of peace”.

Mr Cohen's remarks came close
on the heels of US Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright's com-
ment at the senate foreign rela-
tions committee where she
described the Kashmir issue as a
"fuse” and offered Washington's
assistance for an Indo-Pak dia-
logue on the contentious problem.

She had said the other day that
President Clinton's visit to India
should not be taken as an endorse-

" ment of New Delhi's policies.

Testifying before the foreign rela-
tions committee, here yesterday,
Albright termed South Asia as a
“tinderbox” and "a most dangerous
place” due to the Kashmir problem
and said that the US would contin-
ue its efforts to ease tensions in the
region.

Indo-US group vows to
nab hijackers — Page 22
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Govt allowed intervie
DD to ‘g;p()se’ Musharraf

WG
Apratim Mukarji '\ |
New Delhi, February 9

THE VAJPAYEE Government
had decided to allow the Februa

7 evening DD telecast of the inter

view of Pakistan's Chief Executiv

General Pervez Musharraf, mainly
to "expose" his "unreasonableness”
and "inability to compromise in
order to facilitate a resumption of
the composite dialogue process,”
informed sources said here today.

They said the Government obvi-
ously expected that the interview
would strengthen its hands in
resisting the growing US pressure
to resume talks with Pakistan. As
recently as yesterday, Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright issued
what was described as an urgent
call for an Indo-Pak dialogue on
the Kashmir issue "with whatever
assistance we can give." More such
calls are expected as the first US
Presidential visit in 21 years, begin-
ning on March 20, approaches.

In New Delhi's perception, han-
dling the US administration may
well get more complicated with the
change of guard at the White
House next year.

The likely Republican
Presidential nominee George Bush

»~ =

Jr. is already on record saying that
his Presidency would restore the
equal-treatment policy for India
and Pakistan as practised during
his father's tenure, which would
presumably negate the advantages
accrued during the current dia-
logue. Similarly, in New Delhi's
perception, the presence of former
US Ambassador to Pakistan
Robert Oakley, considered to be
unduly pro-Islamabad, in the team
of the likeliest Democrat nominee
Vice-President Al Gore, indicates
a less favourable environment for
India than prevailing at present.
As far as the Clinton administra-
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tion is concerned, both its sugges-
tion for a dialogue on the Kashmir
issue and offer of talks facilitation
are an anathema to the Vajpayee
Government which is under strong
domestic compulsions (likely to
grow stronger with Assembly elec-
tions approaching in four States)
not to appear susceptible to
American pressure. .

Significantly, Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee's hard-hit-
ting warning to Pakistan, delivered
during a public address at
Jalandhar on February 6, saying
that the only issue to be discussed
with Pakistan was the restoration
of the Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK), occurred with the full
knowledge of the contents of the -
Musharraf interview.

While the Government is now
reconciled to an eventual Clinton
visit to Pakistan, irrespective of the
form it finally takes, it is gearing
itself to resist and defeat the US
pressure for a resumption of the
Indo-Pak dialogue. It has decided
to exploit every scope that comes
its way to achieve this objective.

Observers, however, feel that the
Government's decision to allow the
telecast was born more of naivete
than far-sight.



Cohen seeks an

active role for C
United Stgt«;g ‘in
Indo-Pak Fow

WASHINGTON: The United
States has asserted that as the lone
superpower, it must get involved
in Indo-Pak and other interna-
tional disputes to “advance the
cause of peace,” though it “cannot
impose solutions”.

US. defence secretary William
Cohen, in his annual report to
Congress, said: “While the U.S. can-
not impose solutions on regional dis-
putes (like the conflict between India
and Pakistan), its unique military and
political position demands that it
play an active role in promoting
regional stability and advancing the
cause of peace.”

demonstrating the value of sup-
port for human rights and demo-
cratic values.”

Meanwhile, U.S. secrctary of
state  Madeleine ~ Albright
described the Ka<hmur issue as a
“fuse” and offcred Washington’s
assistance for an Indo-Pak dia-
logue on the contentious problem.

Testifying before the Senate
foreign relations committee here
Tuesday, Ms Albright termed
South Asia as a “tinderbox” and
“a most dangerous place” due to
the Kashmir problem. She said
that the US would continue its
efforts to ease

s “Stability in Masood held: Pak paper tensions in the
outh Asia sl .jregion.
KARACHE Pakistani autheri- ;

depends O |yiec have detained Kashmiri mili-| 14150718
improved  rela- | ¢ Macood Azhar, one of three £ Talogue
tions - between \groeq from an Indian jail in| MTE°! % PELE
Pn k‘-a ém December fo end an eight-day) ' “““p 000

akistan and 2 piack drama, a newspaper said) o'C eaid.
commitment onWednesday. {Routers} “r : .
from both coun- Kashmir is

tries to exercise restraint in their
nuclear, missile and chemical and
biological weapons policies and
practices,” Mr Cohen said in the
report. Listing the Middle-East as
the other are of priority for the
U.S., he said that the region c=10t
be stable until there is a5t last-
ing and comprehe=!V¢ peace
between Arabs ar~ 1Sraclis.

To achiev- It purpose, Mr
Cohen ~d: “..In conjunction
wit* alplomatic efforts, the U.S.
«ilitary will continue to use mili-
tary-to-military contacts as a
means of promoting transparen-
¢y, enhancing the professionalism
of regional armed forces, and

obviously the fase that is always
there and what makes the situa-
tion very dangerous, and it is our
hop~ that they can in fact begin
w talk about it with whatever .
assistance we can.”

Stating that “longstanding ten-
sions” between India and
Pakistan have “heightened” as a
result of the recent IA plane
hijacking and the aftermath of
Kargil crisis, Ms Albright said,
“Our policy is to encourage dia-
logue aimed at narrowing differ-
ences and preventing violence,
and we intend to remain actively
engaged with both the countries
toward this end.” (agencies)
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~" Pak. troop build:up
being studied: Air Chief

Hg\ By Atul Aneja \"), ‘

NEW DELHI, FEB. 11. The Chief of Air
Staff, Air Chief Marshal A. Y. Ti
nis, today said that the secu
agencies were determining the
exact intent behind the Pakist
build-up across the Line of Con-
trol, but pointed out that there
was no cause for any “undue anx-
| iety”.

Confirming a higher Pakistani
troop profile across the LoC at a
press-conference today, the Air
Chief said he did not have au-
thentic information on whether it
was “part of an exercise or it is

A part of their game-plan”.

He pointed out that an “intelli-
gence assessment is being done
by us. I don’t know what is their
strength as formally assessed by
our intelligence.” The tri-service
Chiefs of Staff Committee met
during the day to take stock of the
situation. Pointing out that there
was no slackening in prepared-
ness, the Air Chief said, “there is
nothing we are going to be taken
unawares of. We are always on
guard and whatever action is re-
quired to be taken will be taken. I
. don’t think there is undue anxiety
| by us at this stage.”
| According to the Air Chief, the
Indian Air Force would undertake
“Vijay Chakra”, a major joint ex-
ercise with the Army, from to-
night. The IAF would induct
airborne troops in these manoeu-
vres in the Punjab and Haryana
area. The IAF was re-evaluating
its concepts on maritime strikes

uring the on-going joint exercis-
es with the Navy. Code- named
| Springex-2000, these manoeuvres

ith the Navy would see the IAF
reviewing its tactical doctrine on
neutralising maritime strike air-
craft. It would also carry out air
patrols so that an adequate de-
fence umbrella to Indian war-
ships could be provided.

The reassessment of the doc-
trine to neutralise maritime strike
planes had assumed additional
importance in the light of Pakis-
tan acquiring highly capable P3C
Orion planes from the U.S. Dur-
ing the exercise, the IAF would al-
so test its capability to carry out
surveillance sorties at night. Be-
sides, its ability to jam communi-
cation of hostile planes and
shipping would be put on trial.

Referring to the lessons learnt
from the Kargil conflict, the Air
Chief said an in-house study had
recommended that the IAF
should go in for Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAVs) and sophisticat-
ed equipment for high-altitude
warfare. The Air Chief, who has
just returned from Bangladesh,
said New Dethi and Dhaka should
increase inter-services coopera-
tion and linkages.

Bangladesh, he said, had re-
cently acquired MiG-29 aircraft
and had indicated a tie-up with
India in maintaining these planes,
besides the Mi-17 helicopters
which were also of Russian origin.
Bangladeshi authorities were also
seeking Indian help for training
instructors. During his visit, the
Air Chief Marshal presented to his
Bangladeshi counterpart, Air Vice
Marshal Jamaluddin Ahmed,
three Indian fighter aircraft which
had taken part in Bangladesh’s
‘liberation war’ of 1971.
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INDO-PAK IMPASSE

 Misread Lessons Of Kar

l)n
“tions -gthe (‘JN res/t?lés BEGIN DIALOGUE

L
&
T is hardly surprising that
this week both the US sec-
retary of state, Madeleine
Albright. and the defence sec-
retary, William Cohen, ex-
pressed alarm at the situation
in Kashmir and hinted at a
role for the United States in
resolving it. After Kargil,
Pakistan had upped the ante
on the ground and India bolted
the door of diplomacy.
Only a policy which weans the
people away from militancy by
responding to their aspirations

By AG NOORANI
The first sign of a shift came
on 12 July, a day after it was
I officially announced that
i Pakistan had begun to with-

spokesman said: "We have
stated the irreducible mini-
mum of our demands: with-
draw, reaffirm the sanctitv and
inviolability of the LoC and
show action on the ground that
cross-border terrorism will
cease.” The last was a new con-
dition. True to form, foreign

and needs can bring success to
India’s use of force against the
outsiders. It has, instead, rivet-
ted the bonds between them.

The Governor of Kashmir,
Girish Saxena, acknowledged
recently (23 January) that dur-
ing his first tenure (1990-93)
“it was more in the nature of
an indigenous in-
surgency and the
number of foreign
militazis was neg-
ligible”, This is the
first time any one
of high rank has
admitted the I
truth, But, what- {;-
ever drove the
Kashmiri, whom
Nehru  charac-
terised in 1952 as
“soft. and addicted
to easy hving”, to
take to arms?

Internally, In-
dia's policy rests
on the support of
one man, I"arooq}
Abdullah. who
says, “If Jammu & ‘,
Kashmir are to!
remain a part of
India, autonomy —-————
has to be given.” An identica
formulation was used on 30
June 1996 by home ininister
Indrajit Gupta and by former
prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao or 12 June 1996.

There is thus, incontestably,
some political »ork to be done
to put our own house in order.
There ig7"alas, no sign of any
fort domestically nor of
istic diplomacy.

SHIFT IN STANCE

Soon after Kargil, in an
abrupt reversal of policy, the
government abandoned the
diglomatic approach vis-a-vis
akistan., lmposing new condi
tions for a dialogue no country
would accept, and put its eggs
in America’s basket for it to
hatch them for us. On 13 June
1999, Vajpayee said at Sri-
nagar: “India is for the continu-
ation of the Lahore process
which includes a commitment
to the Simla Agreement; but,
for that process, it 1s absolutely
necessary for the status quo
ante to be restored on the
LoC.” This was perfectly justi-
fied as the intruders were yet

|
|
!
|

next day he reiterated this
stand: “You withdraw vour

troops and then we are pre-.

pared for talks.” India was for
i continuation of iiie Lahore
| process.

¢!

£

to be evicted. At Udhampur the

minister Jaswant Singh quib-
The author is a lawyver and
commentator on current
plfairs.

bled (20 July) that it was not a
“pre-condition” but a “pre-req-
uisite” for talks. No other state
endorsed this stand.

Jaswant Singh’s own “route
chart” of 27 June contained no
more than this — “restore the
status quo ante of the LoC, per-
mit de-escalation to take place
by going back, and we can then
resume the composite dialogue
process”. The change was
| inspired by a misreading of
| “international understanding,
support and vindication that it
(India) hasn’t had in the last 50
years”. Ergo, capitalise on it,
cosy up to the Americans in the

| name of a fight against inter-

national terrorism and isolate
Pakistan internationally.

A Pakistan which mounted
that operation in 1989 cannot
possibly accept this demand

government that does so will
not survive in office. And, the
Americans do not owe us a liv-
ing. Are we prepared to pay the
price for US support? To aban-

don bilateralism thus is to ¥

invite US mediation. It has

been an unacknowledged facili- |

tator for long, any way.
In 1967, despite Pakistan’s
"breach of faith and its aggres-

sion, India offered a draft dec- —>. {

laration which is relevant
today: “Talks would be earnest
and .meaningful and on a confi-
dential and continuing basis. A
sincere effort would be made by
both sides in a friendly spirit
-and in conformity with the
. Tashkent Declaration to seek
. solutions of various problems
existing between the two coun-
tries including Jammu and
Kashmir which Pakistan
regards as a basic dispute

between the two countries.” jtg fury.

Pakistan rejected it, objecting
,to the italicised words.

FINAL SOLUTION

How little has changed in
these three decades. Pervez
Musharraf quibbles over the
Lahore Declaration and wants
‘talks on Kashmir here and
now. Its pre-condition is as
-untenable as India’s. The first
task is to defuse the charged
atmosphere by a clear commit-
‘ment to the Lahore Declara-
tion. It is now accepted that
there was indeed a tacit under-
standing and a back-channe]
for pursuing it. Both would
stop reiterating extreme posi-

| draw from Kargil. The MEA's -

except as part of an accord. A 92

rand Kashmir as an integral
ipart of India — explore the
iground in between which they
could accept and sell to their
respective positions.

Niaz A Naik’s fantasia about
the cease-fire accord on 27
June and a romantic cruise
along the Chenab has obscured
the exploratory, secret ex-

changes in New effii from 2

March to 1 April] 1999. The
were fairly significant. Ther
was general understanding,
source said, on the basic crite
t1a — the need to go beyon
“stated positions”, in a spirit «
give and take, reckoning wit
the interests of India
Pakistan and the people ¢
Kashmir. in order to devise
Just, equitable, feasible an
implementable solutior
Vajpayee was insistent that ;
be a final solution, not a
mnterim one.

Various options were explore
— the LoC; the Dixon plan; et
Independence of Kashmir wa
rejected. China is also oppose:
to it, incidentally. India wa
opposed to any communal crite
ria or basis. It mooted, not suy
prisingly. the LoC as the basi
as Nehru ha
simce 1948. Vis-a
vis the Kashmiri
it was prepared t
restore and eve:
add to Article 370
On 31 March
W Vajpayee asked fo:
;| @ new formula dis
appointed as h
apparently was a
the regurgitatio:
of old ones. But
Niaz Naik's fan-
tasies possessed
him fiercely. On 31
March he took a
tourist map of
Kashmir from a
j shop at the Im-
pertal Hotel to
educate RK Mish-
ra on the course of

| the Chenab. On i
—— April he met Vaj-
payce vn the latter's request.
T}le PM had a message for
Nawaz Sharii ~ let there be no
shelling or infiltration while
these talks were on. The mes.
sage was well received by
Sharif on 3 April. India com-
plained of infiltration on 11
April and was assured of
appropriate steps on 7 May. By
then Kargil had erupted in all
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India’s resentment at a gross
breach of faith is justified. But
it was no worse than the war in
1965. Suspension of a dialogue
is unjustified. An Indian corre-
spondent based in Islamabad
reported (19 October) that “a
highly placed sources” inform-
ed him that Musharraf had
assured the US Ambassador,
William B Milam, on 15 Oct-
ober that he was prepared to go
beyond “stated positions” on
key disputes with India. His
sincerity can be tested only
through diplomatic exchanges
and it is time .they are begun
and in earnest in order to
pave the way for a meeting of
the kind that defused the
Exercise Brasstacks tensions in
1987.

There is an apparent contra-
diction between Farooq Abdul-
lah’s plea, on 28 January, that
India should muster “enough of
courage to have a war with
Pakistan” and one on 2 Feb-
ruary that “somehow a settle-
ment should take place with
our neighbour so that once and
for all this dispute is sorted out
and we can get on with our
lives”. The contradiction, how-
ever, is more apparent than
real. For, the plea for war was
born out of the very despera-
tion that drives the Hurriyat to
urge a settlement.” Abdullah
had said, “Ab aar ya paar ho
jaana chahiye” (we must finally
move to this side or that). If
such is his despair, one can

well gauge the depths o
Kashmiri feelings.



r
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE (A7

NEW DELHI, Feb. 11. — Even
though the Indian government
claims there is no reason for
alarm over the reported induc-
tion of more Pakistani troops
across the Line of Control in
Jammu and Kashmir and mili-
tants gathering in large num-
bers, it is preparing itself
to face heightened activity as
the visit of the American
President, Mr Bill Clinton,
draws near.

The Cabinet committee on
security reviewed the develop-
ments today, along with the
chiefs of staff of defence ser-
vices.

Earlier the chiefs met during
a meeting with the defence
minister. Official sources said
they were taking stock of the
situation and nothing beyond
that. ,

While officially there may be
no reason for alarm, it appears
that the government is con-

Clinton vi
LoC brea

Mr Bill Clinton

cerned over the possibility of
both the Pakistan military and
militants backed by that
country, raising tension levels
in Kashmir in the weeks
ahead.

A prime reason for such activ-
ity was to add fuel to the USA’s
contention that Kashmir was a
potential flashpoint. While
India sees no role for a third
party, Pakistan has consistent-
ly tried to “internationalise”
the issue.

Causing India much embar-

THE STATESMAN
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sit spurs
ch fears

rassment by creating violent
conditions in Jammu and
Kashmir before and during Mr
Clinton’s trip here, could be
another possible reason.

Though senior officials say
they are prepared, the Home
ministry is particularly con-
cerned about reports train mili-
tants operating across the
Jammu and Kashmir border,
under the directions of the
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba.

While intelligence reports
suggest the activity is a turf
war between the Lashkar-e-
Taiyaba and the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen, aimed at assum-
ing the dominant position with-
in the Pakistani political equa-
tion, the ministry feels the tim-
ing 1s significant.

The Army, however, feels it is
more than capable of dealing
with the situation. Even if
two more brigades were
inducted by Pakistan, tl
Indian force would re
superior.
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Najpayee Saxs
don’t meddle,
but US mig ht

call ,s%r&tplt

HT Correspondent/PT!
New Delhi/lslamabad, February 12

EVEN AS Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee warned today that
India would not allow others to
"meddle" in its bilateral problems,
Pakistan Foreign Minister Abdul
Sattar has claimed US President
Bill Clinton might call a summit
between India and Pakistan.

Mr Clinton may convey the pro-
" posal to the Indian leadership dur-
ing his visit to New Delhi next
month, Mr Sattar told the Jung
daily yesterday. "Pakistan will
accept the proposal if the US
agrees to host it," h; was quoted as
saying. \
But Mr Vajpa ee\t/éld a gat )/
ing of Persons of Indian Origin
(P10s), "While we will not bropk
any interference in our interral
affairs or allow others to meddle in
our bilateral relations or problems,
we are ready to engage with any
country in a cooperative frame-
work."

The remarks appeared to be
aimed at the US Administration.
New Delhi is convinced
Washington is trying to use Mr
Clinton's visit to create grounds for
third party mediation in Kashmir.

The recent, continuous linking of ,
the Kashmir issue with India
Pakistan's nuclear status indicates
an attempt to revive the arguments
of Western Governments after the
nuclear tests of May 1998, New
Delhi believes.

The shift in Western attitude was
first detected last month, when
Gen. Sir Charles Guthrie, Chief of
the British Defence Staff, visited
Islamabad in the face of stiff
Indian opposition, and said: "I am
deeply worried over the situation
in Kashmir.

“The situation, we think, became
more dangerous following the
nuclear tests in 1998."

In recent weeks, the Vajpayee
Government has been surprised at
the extent to which the Clinton
Administration is going to encour-
age international intervention in
Kashmir.

In Moscow on February 2,
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright urged Russia to work with
the US in bringing i
Pakistan "back fro;
precipice.”
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Pak vessels nabbe:

near Lakshadweep
JDEY Q\Q‘)’/\ \ \ v

around with large stocks of food

-MUMBAI, FEB 14 and bunker fuel.

IN a major breakthrough, the
Coast Guard apprehended four
Pakistani vessels with 49 crew
members after a hot chase near
Chheetlal Island, off the sensitive
Lakhsadweep Coast on Sunday.
The masters of the four vessels
are suspected to be ISI agents.
The vessels are being brought to
Mumbai and are expected to
reach the city by Tuesday
evening.

The seizure has thrown fresh
light on the activities of the Pak-
istani intelligence agency along
the West Coast of the country.
According to sources, the four
vessels were intercepted by
Coast Guard’s Vigraha at 1139
North and 7105 East latitude off
the Chheetlal Island around 2
pm on Sunday.

The vessels have been identi-
fied as Awari, Al Saiyad, Al Abid
and Al Fida-and the names of the
masters af the vessels have been
given as Yusuf, Isha, Imam Bak-
shi and Wahid.

Preliminary investigations

have revealed that the four ves- .

sels sailed out of Karachi har-
bour in the last week of January
and sailed more than 1300 nauti-
cal miles to réach Lakshadweep
Island on February 12.

The Pakistani ships were in-
tercepted when they turned

Sources in the intelligence
agencies fear that fuel and other
rovisions for the return journey |
ere provided by ISI operatives
based at Lakshadwéep.

In the absence of state and
central government surveillance
in the area, the sensitive islands
have become an haven for ISI
men who mingle with the local
population.

“The four vessels may have
steéred clear off Indian waters
due to strong presence of the
Coast Guard and the Navy in the
area and could have slipped close
to Lakshadweep Island after tak-
ing a detour through Interna-
tional Waters,” a senior defence
officer explained. -

Aerial surveillance and vigil
along, the coastline — particu-
larly in Maharashtra and Gujarat
— hasbeen stepped up as part of
emergency measures. The task
area in Lakshadweep covers
scores of sleepy fishing villages
dotting the porous coastline.

The villages are a few hun-
dred kilometers apart and are
considered vulnerable to trans-
shipment of contraband, arms
and ammunition, sources
pointed out. Coast Guard offi-
cials were tight-lipped about the
whole operation and the kind of
contraband the vessels were car-

rying.
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/;;k. troopsL/

open fire in
Poonch sector

By Our Special Cér egpéldent

JAMMU, FEB. 16. At least three Indi-
an soldiers and fiv¢ Pakistanis
were killed in the Pdonch sector
of Jammu on Tuesday night
when Pakistani troops attacked
an Indian post. One soldier is re-
ported to be missing wb pa |
A defence spokesman said hel&
today that the Pakistani troops
attacked the Indian position in
the Mendhar area of Poonch sec-
tor on the Line of Control. The
attack was repulsed causing
damage to other side. “We lost
three of our soldiers who were on
patrol and one is still missing,”
the spokesman said. {A[) . |

In a retaliatory action which
was carried with the same inten-
sity, five Pakistanis were killed
and many injured. Intermittent
exchange of fire was going on.

This is the second time in two
months that Pakistan has resort-
ed to attacks on the Indian side :
in Jammu region. In last month’s
attack, 17 Pakistani soldiers were
killed in the Pallanwalla sector
and the bodies of seven of them
were later handed over to Pakis-
tan.
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TIIP GILLING: VIP VISITOR READY TO PLAY B1G BROTHER

~ Kashmir mediati V only if

both India,

Aziz Haniffa f,,/ \
WASHINGTON 17 FEBRUARY /’

PRESIDENT BILL Clinton

has stated categorically that

the United States would me-
diate between India and Pakistan
over the Kashmir dispute only if
asked by both parties.

He said it is imperative that
“the United States should be more
involved” in South Asia. But he
asserted: I think they’ll have to
work out this business of Kashmir
between themselves; unless we
- are asked by both parties to help,
: we can’t get involved.”

Clinton noted that “in every
other case, we're involved be-
“cause both parties have asked us
to be involved. But I

Clinton: On his mark

will make a decision
about where to go and
what to do based on
what I think will fur-
ther our long-term
goals. And I have not
reached that final deci-

To visit or drop Pak...
Bill still doesn’t know

Washington

sion.”

Separately, in a let-
ter to Gary Ackerman,
chairman of the US
Congressional Caucus
on India, Clinton said:
“I agree that a bilateral
dialogue is the most
productive approach to
a (Kashmir) solution,
and that a US special
envoy would not con-
tribute to a resolution of
the problem.”

S PRESIDENT Bill Clinton said on Wednesday

night he might still visit Pakistan next month as
part of a planned South Asian tour but only if he felt
it would further US interests.

“I haven’t decided whether I'm going to Pak-
istan or not...I will make a decision based on what I
think will best serve our long-term interests,” Clin-
ton told a news conference. He defined those inter-
ests as the non-proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction, preventing an arms race and resolving
ongoing disputes between India and Pakistan par-
ticularly over Kashmir.

17 FEBRUARY

— AFP

The Economic Times
18 FE8 200

Ackerman,
§ a ranking mem-
& ber of the

| parel,

special envoy
for Kashmir as
the  pro-Pak-
istan lobby had
been demand-
ing.
Asked at
the press con-
ference
whether the US
would mediate
on Kashmir if
both New Delhi and Is-
lamabad asked for it,
Clinton replied: “Abso-
lutely. I would. Why? For
the same reason we have
been involved in North-
ern Ireland. Because
number one, and most
importantly, it is a huge-
ly important area of the
world.”

He argued that “if
the tensions between In-
dia and Pakistan on the
Indian subcontinent
could be resolved, it is
my opinion that the Indi-
an subcontinent might
very well be the great
success story of the next
50 years.”  — IANS




Pak envoy praises

Indlan c%/plomacy

Vijay Dutt
London, February 19

l’

THE PAKISTAN Hig
Commissioner in London, Dr
Akbar Ahmed, has paid a fulsome
compliment to Indian diplomacy
and lamented the image of his
country while comparing with
India's, all this albeit unwittingly.
Dr Ahmed, says in his letter to
the Guardian: “The Indian propa-
ganda is working. Pak is often seen
as a trouble-maker, fomenting vio-
lence in Kashmir and harbouring
designs on India.” Yet, if you ask
an American or European to asso-
ciate images with India, these
would be of Gandhi, yoga,
Ayurveda and the Maharishi.”
Apparently, his effort to counter
the Attenborough's film Gandhi
and correctly portray Jinnah and
Pakistan through his film on
Jinnah, has had, so far, no
impact.These images have become
so strong that while people talk of
an Islamic bomb, no one mentions
a Hindu bomb. He then goes back

to his usual charges agai ndia.
He says “India has a population of
one billion, an aggressive N-pro-
gramme and the fourth largest
army, which it has used ruthlessly,
both internally-- against Sikhs and
Kashmiris and externally.”

It is questionable whether as a
diplomat he should be making
such charges in writing and publi-
cally, but as one former British
diplomat, commented Dr Ahmed
is possibly stressed because of the
unsavoury report printed about
him in the Guardian two days ago.

Strangely, Dr Ahmed has not
written to the paper refuting the
allegations in the published report.
Instead, it has been done by one
writer from Cambridge, where at
Selwyn College Dr Ahmed occu-
pies a chair for research on Islam.

According to the report Jamil
Dehlavi, the co-script writer of the
film Jinnah, which Dr Ahmed
sponsored, has alleged that Dr
Ahmed wrongly claimed the credit
for writing the film’s script and

misused the funds for it.
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" LAHORE DECLARATION ANNIVERSARY

Pak wants revival

“ of peace

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 19. Pakistan toda proposed to India
a relaunch of the derailed peace process and urged
New Delhi to implement commifments Islamabad
says it made a year ago. The Forkign Minister, Mr.
Abdul Sattar, in an interview with'Reuters television
on the eve of the first anniversary of the Lahore sum-
mit, said the Pakistani military ruler Gen. Pervez
Musharraf’'s Government would join the process
“honestly and sincerely”. “On the first anniversary
we can look back upon the last year as a lost oppor-
tunity, as an opportunity that has been mlssed per-
haps wilfully,” he said. y\,‘,j)

The historic bus trip to Lahore by the Indian Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, on February 20
last year set in motion a dialogue that was ended by
the fighting in May in Kargil. In the Lahore Declara-
tion, Mr. Vajpayee and then Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Nawaz Sharif, had pledged to intensify
efforts to settle Kashmir and other disputes and take
immediate steps to avoid an accidental nuclear
clash.

Mr. Sattar. said the Lahore trip by Mr. Vajpayee,
who has refused to talk with the military Govern-
ment which overthrew Mr. Sharif last October, had
turned out to be a “will-o’-the wisp... because state-
ments were not followed by actions and he (Mr. Vaj-
payee) later interpreted the agreements contrary to
Pakistan’s understanding.

“Recent statements of the Indian Prime Minister
are full of threats and bluster. He has spoken of In-
dia’s readiness for war, he has even threatened that
India might use nuclear weapons. We consider all
that very regrettable.” The Lahore Declaration anni-
versary would have meaning only if there is a renew-
al of will to fulfil the pledge that was made; otherwise
it will be just another day, adding to the waste of
days and months and years over a long time, he said.

“From this day, let us remind the Prime Minister
of Indiaﬁease begin the process of implementing

process

your word. We assure him that the Government of
Pervez Musharraf will join that process honestly and
sincerely in order to find a solution that is acceptable
to the people of the state of Kashmir.”

Mr. Sattar said India had taken a rigid stand
against third-party mediation in the Kashmir dispute
although the two countries could never settle any
significant dispute through bilateral dialogue. Mr.
Sattar said the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, could
break the Kashmir stalemate when he visits South
Asia in March.

Mr. Clinton is scheduled to visit India and Bangla-
desh but has not said whether he will go to Pakistan.
India rejects the idea of foreign mediation in the
Kashmir conflict and has warned Mr. Clinton against
visiting Pakistan. “What he (Clinton) has in mind as
a means of propelling this stalemate into a forward
gear — of course, we hope — we will hear from him
should he come to Pakistan,” Mr Sattar said.

No talks until
return of PoK: PM

DARBHANGA (Bihar), FEB. 19. The Prime Minister, Mr. A.
B. Vajpayee, today reiterated that India would not
hold any dialogue with Pakistan “‘until and unless”
the latter vacated Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).

“We have categorically said no to a dialogue till
Pakistan returns the land it occupies in Kashmir...
We want to tell the world that New Delhi will not
hold any dialogue with Islamabad till this condition
is fulfilled,” Mr. Vajpayee told an election rally here.

He said he had gone to Lahore on a “‘goodwill
mission” to strengthen bilateral ties, but Pakistan
betrayed it and thrust upon India the Kargil conflict.

The Indian victory in Kgegil had antagonised Pakis-
tan, which is “now shéwing its anger”. — PTI -~
e e
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By Oul Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 20. India has no in-
tention of resuming dialogue with
Pakistan as long as subversive ac-
tivities from across the border

! continue with the covert and

overt support of the military re-
gime continue.
Sources in the Foreign Office

“said that a meaningful exercise

for resumption of the peace proc-
ess, derailed after the Kargil mis-
adventure, was possible only if
Pakistan was prepared to demon-
strate its true intentions.

The Foreign Office was respon-
ding to the observations of the Pa-
kistan Foreign Minister, Mr.
Abdul Sattar, on Saturday during
an interview to an international
news agency. Mr. Sattar was quot-
ed as saying that Pakistan was
willing to “relaunch the derailed
the peace process” ahead of the
first anniversary of the Lahore
Declaration.

Pointing to the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee’s re-
marks at an election rally in Ha-
ryana on Sunday that India would
talk to Islamabad only if the latter
vacated Pakistan occupied Kash-
mir, the Foreign Office said, “the
remarks of the Prime Minister
eloquently state the Indian posi-
tion”.

Sources were at pains to em-
phasise that remarks made by Mr.
Sattar had to be taken “with a
pinch of salt”. In the perception

‘Pak. must reveal its
. frue intentions® i

of the Foreign Office, the offer of
resumption of talks was aimed at
Washington rather than New Del-
hi. “Pakistan is desperate to en-
sure that the U.S. President, Mr.
Bill Clinton, does include Pakis-
tan in his South Asia tour begin-
ning on March 20. The latest
statement of the Foreign Minister
of Pakistan is yet another attempg”
by the country to get back into
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Indian mission
~staff expelled
()“'éw\'r-ny Amit BEruah “9 \

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 20 On the first an-
niversary of the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee’s ‘“his-
toric visit”’ to Lahore, Pakistan to-
day expelled three staffers of the
Indian High Commission here for
activities  “incompatible  with '
their official status”.

In a retaliatory move %/st M

pulsion of three staffers of the Pa-
kistani High Commission in New
Delhi, Islamabad today asked\Mr.
Gopal Chandra Roy, Mr. Asit Bran
Das and Mr. R. Sankaranarayan to
leave the country by February 27.

A statement said that the Indi-

. an Deputy High Commissioner,

Mr. Sudhir Vyas, was ‘“sum-
moned’’ to the Foreign Office and
informed of this decision. “A
strong protest was lodged about
the undesirable conduct and ac-
tivities of these officials,” it said.

Rejecting the allegations, Mr.
Vyas said the Indian personnel
had not violated the sanctity of
their official status.

The individuals had not in-
dulged in any objectionable activ-
ities, Mr. Vyas informed Pakistani
officials.

THE HINDU
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Bus ride to Pak not smooth,
but should contmue GUJral

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 3@ % ’VV\
CHANDIGARH, FEB 21

DIGNITARIES who had accompanied an
Minister Vajpayee in the inaugural run of thebus to La-
hore in 1999, remember the day with fondness. They
feel that the potential the historic event offered to alter
the course of history was wasted by subsequent devel-
opments. However, most of the dignitaries The Indian
Express spoke to, wanted the bus service to continue.

IK Gujral, former prime minister, when contacted,
lauded the initiative taken by Vajpayee. “Tt was aimed at
extending the hand of friendship to Pakistan but the
gesture was not reciprocated by the other side,” he said
but did not say if the bus should be stopped. Lt GenBK
N Chhibber (Retd), who, as Punjab Governor, had ac-
companied the PM upto Lahore in the bus, saiditwas a
gesture studded with good intentions. “Considering
the changed circumstances, a tough stand against Pak-
istan is required but the bus should continue for some
time. Stopping the service abruptly will only close an-
other option for promoting relations between the peo-
plesof the two nations”, Chhibber said. It was unfortu-
nate that the military regime in Pakistan had not liked
the gesture and was using it for other means, like send-

g in fake currengy, the fom;\(/i\ov%mr lamented.

Pargat Singh, former Indian hockey captain and
presently Assistant Commandent in PAP, Jalandhar,
said travelling in the inaugural run of the bus gave him a
wonderful feeling, “Iwas happy that a new erain Indo-
Pak relations had started. In fact, everyone expected a
lot from both governments in the direction of promot-
ing cordial relations. But all that went wrong”, he re-
gretted. “After that long battle in Kargil and in other
parts of Jammu and Kashmir, I don’t think that contin-
uation of the bus service will yield any good results. Our
PM issstill trying his best to improve relations, but Pak-
istan isnot responding”, he observed.

Artist Mallika Sarabhai, termed it as a “goodwill
gesture on our part” despite the fact that Pakistan was
planning its intrusion in Kargil. “I believe that the bus
service should be continued because the bus or the
train are not the only conduits being used for smug-

. gling in fake currency or drugs from across the border”,

she said. “Our borders along Rajasthan and Gujarat
are porous and these are alsobeing used. “If the bus or |
train service is discontinued, it would amount to throw-
ing the baby with the water in the tub.” she said argu-
ing for continuation of the service asa proof of India’s
policy of having peaceful relations with neighbours.

NDIAN EXPRESS
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_Pak. awalts VajpayeQLs response

By Amit Baruah W‘)

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 21. Pakistan has
said that if there was a “positive
response informally expressed”
by the Indian Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, to a meeting
offered by the Chief Executive,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, then “we
can move one step forward and
take it to that formal stage which
will facilitate this meeting”.

Talking to The Hindu, Mr. Javed

Jabbar, the Chief Executive’s Ad-
viser on National Affairs and In-
formation, when asked what
could be the first step to break the
logjam in India-Pakistan rela-
tiens, said: “The first step should
b, irrespective of whether we
- dd it first or the Indians said it
irst, you have a situation where
ihe Head of Government, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, has more than
once said that he is willing to
meet the Indian Prime Minister...
so, the first response one expects
is, if there is an offer for dialogue,
then' there has to be a reciprocity
from the Indian Head of Govern-
ment, a willingness to talk. Both
sides recognise that there is this
core issue. We don’t need to re-
state that point. It is self-evident
and let us begin by speaking with
each other.”

Asked if this amounted to a for-
mal offer of meeting, Mr. Jabbar
said: “Well, I would say it is an
offer expressed in the process of
interviews conducted by two
leading Indian media organisa-
tions (The Hindu and the Door-
darshan). Now, to give it the title
of a formal offer, you need to

" process that through different

stages. If there is a positive re-

spon e 1nformally expres ed by
the Head of the Indian Govern-
ment,\then we know we can move
one step forward and take it to
that fqrmal stage which then will
facilitate this meeting.”

On the way forward in India-
Pakistan relations, Mr. Jabbar,
who has been part of the Track-1I
dialogue process, said: ‘I believe
that a sustained, uninterrupted,

Pak war
games'

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 21. Pakis-

tan’s military regime is like-

ly to advance its war games,

a top official has “hinted”,

according to media reports

today. Pakistan’s armed
forces hold war games ev-
ery year between October
and December, “‘but if the
need arose, they could be
held ahead of schedule,”
the  Pakistan  Observer
quoted the Press Secretary.
to the Chief Executive, Maj.

Gen. Rashid Qureshi, as

saying in an interview to

Online.
determined dialogue — irrespec-
tive of mutual perceptions about
each other’s acts of omission or
commission — is the only way
forward.”

He referred to the need “to en-
gage in listening to each other, in
speaking to each other and begin-
ning to build this very, very diffi-
cult and challenging basis of trust
and mutual respect that has to be
the foundation for any reconcil-

THE HINDU
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1at10n And when you look at the
history of conflict-resolution,
there are often examples when
the situation on the ground con-
tinues, yet two parties agree to
start listening to each other. That
has to be the basis.”

Asked if the Indian policy of
non-engagement with Pakistan
was leading to an increase in ten-
sions, Gen. Musharraf’'s Adviser
said: “Absolutely. It is a self-de-
:eating policy because it draws a
curtain of verbiage and hostility.
It strengthens the forces of extre-
mism on both sides of the border
— in India I fear more than in Pa-
kistan; and, thirdly, it sends an ex-
tremely destructive signal from
the region to the:-rest of the world.
Because it perpetuates the myth
that people in South Asia are in-
capable of resolving both internal
conflicts and bilateral conflicts. I
am particularly concerned at the
escalation of the rhetoric in the
last several days and one would
urge restraint and moderation.”

To a question if Pakistan was
ready to address Indian concerns
about “‘jehadi groups” operating
from Pakistan, Mr. Jabbar replied:
“Equally, our concern is the over-
whelming presence of Indian
troops in Indian-held Kashmir.
So, there again we are back to the
position whether there should be
an act or a gesture before the
talks. In a situation like this... the
only way forward is to meet face
to face. Now, that meeting does
not necessarily have to be at the
level of Heads of Government. It
must, it could start at a lower lev-
el..”
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SAN
THE VAJPAYEE GOVERNMENT’S decision to
reject the Pakistani offer to return to the bilater-
al process is a negation of the spirit of enlight-
ened bilateralism that marked the Lahore
Declaration signed a year and two days ago.
The Pakistani Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sat-
tar’s proposal that the two countries resume the
derailed process — accompanied by a bold dec-
Jaration in public that his country’s Chief Exec-
utive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, would join the
effort “honestly and sincerely” — deserves seri-
ous consideration as a real opportunity to uplift

- the relationship from the acrimonious and un-

productive phase that it is now in. The External
Affairs Ministry, instead of dismissing it in a
routine fashion, should give the initiative a
chance and send a credible, clear signal that
New Delhi is ready to reciprocate and seeks a
de-escalation of the tensions. If it is agreed that
national policies are not set in the streets and
that policy makers have the vision to see be-
yond the immediate benefits of partisan poli-
tics, the Vajpayee Government must respond
positively to the offer to resume the bilateral
peace process.

By its self-defeating pursuit of a hardline
approach, the Government is playing a danger-
ous game that will have long term repercus-
sions for the whole region. The Prime Minister’s
comments in the past week on relations with
Pakistan, going far beyond the permissible hy-
perbole of campaigning rhetoric, betray an in-
clination to inject partisan rhetoric into a
national policy that had bipartisan support,
based on a political consensus that was not di-
luted during the crises of the past year. Mr. Vaj-
payee’s inexplicable persistence with the
demand that Pakistan vacate occupied territory
— campaign fodder that must have been con-

UNREALISTIC APPROACH 9\

sumed with relish by his hungry audience —
and the Government’s ill-concealed campaign
against a possible Pakistan stopover by the
American President can only emanate from a
negative mindset and is not at all of a piece with
the mature responses during the Kargil crisis
last summer. It is not the nation’s concern that
Mr. Vajpayee’s pronouncement earlier this
month in Jalandhar that India was ready for war
and his current combative posturing can be as-
cribed to intra-party power play but that this is
reflected as Government policy, is alarming. To
declare that India will not resume the dialogue
till the occupied territory is handed back is to
make a farce of the bus diplomacy of twelve
months ago, the highpoint of which was the

eral track and to engage the Mushajraf Govern-
ment can  prove  counter-productive.
Islamabad’s crackdown on sections §f religious
fundamentalists, the ban on display\of weap-
ons, the arrest of Masood Azhar, one of the
militants swapped for the hostages of the hi-
jacked Indian Airlines flight at Kandahar, and
the offer to resume the interrupted dialogue
cannot all be dismissed as actions aimed at get-
ting Mr. Bill Clinton to stop over in Pakistan
during his South Asia visit next month. Besides,
the Vajpayee Government which at every op-
portunity proclaims its opposition to third par-
ty intervention must realise that its obduracy,
apart from isolating this country, will only facil-
itate precisely the same outcome. New Delhi
can spurn the present opportunity for reinstat-
ing bilateralism only at a high national cost.
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22FEB 200

|




/’/
~ N
D,

By Amit Baruah

ISLAMABAD, REB. 24. '‘Nuclearisa-
tion has codt India the edge it
once held dver Pakistan,” Mr.
Shahbaz, Dirkctor-General (Dis-
armament), ir} the Pakistani For-
eign Ministry, said in a paper on
‘Strategic Stability and Issue of
Non-proliferation in South Asia’
presented at a seminar organised
by The News on Wednesday.

Ruling out the possibility of Pa-
kistan giving a no- first use com-
mitment on the employment of
nuclear weapons, Mr. Shahbaz
said: “India knows well that, in
view of its clear edge in conven-
tional forces vis-a-vis Pakistan,
the latter can never accept a pro-
posal that seeks to compromise
its nuclear deterrent.”

The Foreign Ministry official
stated: “The formal crossing of
the nuclear threshold by Pakistan
and India supported by the enun-
ciation of their respective nuclear
postures is expected to enhance
stability, provided the other es-
sential elements of deterrence are
fulfilled. These include early
warning systems, C3I networks,
second strike capabilities and
credible delivery systems.”

“The non-weaponised deter-
rence regime between India and
- Pakistan has been permanently
transformed after the nuclear
tests. Both Pakistan and India are
de facto nuclear powers. The tests
cannot be untested and even if
the P-5 do not recognise their nu-

clear capabilities, the ground re-
ality is that both of them are
nuclear powers,” Mr. Shahbaz ar-
gued.

He said that in view of India’s
“increasing preponderance” in
conventional weaponry, Pakis-
tan’s dependence on its nuclear
capability for its defence is abso-
lute. “Its nuclear deterrent now
forms an indispensable part of its
security doctrine. Thus Pakistan
cannot afford to acquiesce in any
suggestion that seeks to neutral-
ise its nuclear deterrent. Nuclear
disarmament cannot and should
not be pursued in a vacuum. Only
when a conducive atmosphere of
trust and confidence has taken
root in the region, will South Asia
be able to forsake nuclear weap-
ons. And as long as the Kashmir
dispute remains unresolved, at-
taining a conducive atmosphere
will remain, at best, a quixotic
proposition.”

The Foreign Ministry official
stated that Pakistan’s “only con-
cern’’ was to sustain the credibil-
ity of the country’s nuclear
deterrence. ‘“While remaining
open and amenable to genuine
suggestions at preventing an arms
race in South Asia, Pakistan will
continue to take any step neces-
sary for its security against India’s
relentless arms build-up. Pakistan
will never allow its nuclear deter-
rent to be impaired.”

Mr. Shahbaz stated categorical-
ly that Pakistan “should not be
expected” to adhere to the NPT as
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a non-nuclear weapon State.
“However, with the nuclearisa-
tion of South Asia, the NPT has
been rendered irrelevant in the
case of both India and Pakistan.”

Rejecting any suggestion for a
moratorium on the production of
fissile material pending the con-
clusion of an FMCT, the official
said the issue of existing stock-
piles was crucial for Pakistan.

“It (Pakistan) cannot, therefore,
acquiesce in a treaty that only
halts the future production of
weapons-grade material but does
not adequately address the vast
differences in the existing stocks
at the global, regional and sub-
regional levels and fails to set out
a modus operandi for their equal-
isation at the lowest possible lev-
el,” the paper stated.

Mr. Shahbaz claimed that In-
dia’s “proposal”’ to develop a
triad of nuclear forces in the years
ahead was designed to fulfill its
ambition of being treated as a
“great military power”.

“The size of India's nuclear ar-
senal, and its operational deploy-
ment, would transform it into a
threatening first strike force
against Pakistan and other neigh-
bouring countries. Such massive
deployment cannot conceivably
be designed purely for deter-
rence. India’s profession of no-
first-use of nuclear weapons is a
facade to justify a second strike
capability and large scale acquisi-
tion and deployment of nuclear
weapons,” the paper added.
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IDENT Bill Clinton
may not know that the fa-
mous bus journéy to Lahore
actually did not take place. I

should know because Pwas on the bus
with Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee - the one which was supposed
to drive to Lahore.

First, the facts. An idea had been
in the air that bus travel between New
Delhi and Lahore would not only fa-
cilitate travel between the two coun-
 tries but also be avisible symbol of im-
proving ties. This improvement in
ties, it was suggested, should be fur-
ther dramatised by Vajpayee inaugu-
rating the route. During one of the
Jaswant Singh-Strobe Talbott meet-
ings in New Delhi, the idea of the bus
journey was formalised.

After his speech at the UN Gen-
eral Assembly and his meeting with
Nawaz Sharif, avery lively and bright-
looking Vajpayee (he has never lo-
oked so bright since), totally against
the advice of his officials, announced
to the press a series of confidence-
building steps, including the busjour-
» neytoLahore.

According to Western analysts, in-
cluding some of the intelligence com-
munity, it was about this time, when
Indo-Pak rapprochement seemed
more promising, that plans to subvert
the processwere accelerated in Islam-
abad. Kargil was the consequence.

But let:-me revert to the bus jour-
ney. Since the Prime Minister could
not possibly have had the time to
travel all the way from Delhi by bus,
an abridged, symbolic journey from
Amrritsar to Lahore was envisaged.

‘The Indian media was advised to
fly to Lahore. They would then drive
the 37 kilometres from Lahore to the
Wagah border, be given positions in
an enclosure in the no-man’s-land

- from where they will film or observe
the two prime ministers in a historic
embrace.

Why could the Indian media not
have driven to Lahore? Agreed, there
would not have been enough roomin
a bus to accommodate so many jour-

b

e

W

“bus journey” from

nalists and camera crew, but surely
other buses could have been com-
mandeered to give Indian journalists
the simple flavour of crossing over
from India to Pakistan by road.

Not just the journalists. Even Vaj-
payee was not accorded the pleasure
of crossing over by road. He was re-
ceived in no-man’s-land by Nawaz
Sharif and swiftly whisked into a heli-
copter to Lahore. The bus journey
lasted from Amritsar to
Wagah. There was no

Wagah toLahore. The-
re could not have been
one from Amritsar to
Lahore, therefore.
Journalists hate to
be thwarted. It would
have been boring (and
self-effacing) to reveal
to their readers and

ot A 3
SAEED Naqvi

ment. Newspapers were giving con-
siderable space to a Chinese defence

delegation exactly on the day that In- -

dian press was dominated by Vaj-
payee’s peace journgy.

For anyone who understands the
Indo-Pak context, Vajpayee’s visit to
Minar-e-Pakistan would have regis-
tered as an epoch-making event as,
indeed, would the Lahore declara-
tion, had the Lahore rioters not ex-
posed the frayed back-

drop against which th-

is this backdrop which
determined the course
of events up to Kargil,
the coup and beyond.
Let me continue wi-
th the metaphor of the
bus journey. When Vaj-
payee drove from Am-
ritsar to Wagah, the ro-

This huge difference in atmbspherics on the
_issue of peace on both sides of the border is, in
my view, quite independent of the Kashmir issue

ese events took place. It °

viewers that actually thgy were flown
to Lahore and then carted to the bor-
der from the Pakistani end. So, the
headlines were about the Prime Min-
ister’s historic bus journey to Lahore.
Itwasabit of make-believe.

The reasons why the bus could
not proceed from India to Pakistan,
Amritsar to Lahore are at the very
heart of Pakistani hesitations to ex-
tend a hand of friendship with In-
dia, The barriers are not at Wagah
but in the minds of the authors of
the Pakistani state. Not necessarily
in the minds of the Pakistani peo-

. ple, mind you.

‘When Nawaz Sharif invited Vaj-

payee into his helicopter at,Wagah, -

terminating the bus journey, he was
giving out several signals. Public
opinion in Pakistan was not yet pre-
pared to accept the Indo-Pak bhai-
bhai mode. Thete was resistance to
the idea from the Pakistani establish-

ad along the sparsely populated
countryside was lined with cheering
crowds - not thick crowds but relaxed,
cheerful groups. If, for argument’s
sake, the Indian Prime Minister were
embarked on a peace yatra from Ka-
nyakumari to Lahore, it is my belief
that the nation would stand up to a
man and applaud the peace ¢ffort.
Since Indo-Pak relations and
therefore Kashmir will quite clearly
be important items on the agenda
during President Clinton’s visit to the
region, it would be a useful exercise
for American officials putting to-
gether position papers for the visit to
ask themselves a simple question:
why can an Indian leader drive up to

Wagah from any part of India but.

Pakistani leaders do not have the
nerve to escort him up to Lahore? If,
by some miracle, a Pakistani head of
government were embarked on a re-

verse journey, he would be cheered
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roadH( Lahore v
ve missed the bus

all along the way. The nation would
be electrified.

This huge difference in atmos-
pherics on the issue of peace on
both sides of the border is, in my
view, quite independent of the Ka-

- shmir issue.

Of course, Kashmir is a problem
that the two countries must resolve.
No one denies the fact that it is a se-
rious issue between the two coun-
tries. The difficulty arises when
those in search of solutions, study
groups in India and abroad, second-
track diplomatists, all begin to spell
out geographical and territorial ad-
justments, constitutional inven-
tions, altering the line of control,
autonomous, even independent en-

tities without international recogni-

tion and so on. The President of
France happens to be a co-prince of
Andorra of which the other co-
prince happens to be a bishop of a
parish in Spain. All of this is engag-
ing but pointless. Formulae for the
eventual settlement of Kashmir are,
as the Americans say, a dime a
dozen. The real work to be done is
to create public opinion in Pakistan,
which is hospitable to the ideas of
peace with India. In other words,
the army and the extremist clergy
have to be reined in.

Remember, Kashmir is part of the
internal politics of India and more soin
Pakistan. The only circumstance in
which the issue can be addressed seri-
ously is one of the relative absence of
tension between the two countries.
This can be brought about by taking
upall the eight issues in the composite
dialogue. Let progress be made in ar-
eas like trade and people-to-people
contact, cultural exchanges. These
steps will bring down the temperature.
The atmosphere will then be con-
ducive to prime ministerial bus jour-
neys between Lahore and Delhi.
When Vajpayee can actually drive

. from Wagah to Lahore, we shall be

ready to address the Kashmir issue
with sympathy and compassion for

the people in that unfortunate state./
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78Earif was aware of

Kargil plan: panel

By Our Special Correspondﬁ\nt
/

NEW DELHI, FEB. 25. The visit/by
then Pakistan Prime Minister, Mr.
Nawaz Sharif, to the frontline in
Kargil in February last, the taped
conversation between the Pakis-
tani military ruler, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, and his former Chief
of Staff, and credible Pakistani
media reports have led the Sub-
rahmanyam committee to infer
that Mr. Sharif was well aware of
the Kargil intrusion plan when he
received the Prime Minister, Mr.
A. B. Vajpayee, at Lahore.

At a press conference today, the
Chairman of the Kargil Review
Committee, Mr. K. Subrahmany-
am, said the former Pakistani Ar-
my Chief, Gen. Aslam Beg, had
published an article in July last,
where he claimed that Mr. Sharif
had been extensively briefed in
the Pakistani General Headquar-
ters in January. The timing of
these events was significant as it
coincides with the intrusion in
Kargil in late January/early Febru-
ary last as concluded by the panel.
Gen. Musharraf had also repeat-
edly stated that Mr. Sharif was on
board the Kargil plan, Mr. Sub-
rahmanyam observed.

India detected the intrusion
only on May 3, but the Subrah-
manyam panel had pinned most
of the blame for the collective in-
telligence failure on the Research
and Analysis Wing (RAW)... Spe-
cifically, the RAW, the premier
agency responsible for gathering
‘and evaluating external intelli-
gence, had been held responsible
for its failure to detect the move-
ment of two battalions of Pakis-
tan’s Force Commander
Northern Areas (FCNA) formation
in the Gultari and Hamzigund ar-
ea, across the Kargil zone. Instead
of 15 battalions, the RAW had as-
sessed the presence of only 13 Pa-
kistani battalions, Mr.
Subrahmanyam observed. This
detection could have been critical
in revealing the overall Pakistani
game-plan in Kargil.

The Army’s military intelli-
gence at the level of Army head-
quarters, Brigade and below
should be blamed “'to a lesser ex-
tent” for the failure to detect the
FCNA'’s Order of Battle (ORBAT),

the committee concludes ! ')

The panel also absolved the
my for failing to spot the intrusio
by its air surveillance patrols. Th
report said the Army helicopters
which carry out Winter Air Sur-
veillance Operations (WASO)
were obsolete. According to Lt.
Gen. K. K. Hazari, a member of
the Kargil committee, who also
briefed the media, the WASO hel-
icopter team spotted the intru-
sion only when it was fired upon
from the ground in May. The
heavy noise and vibrations of
these machines, their deployment
over the valleys alone and their
high peace time height ceiling
made these patrols unproductive.

Besides, the committee praised
the Army, including its top brass,
for its conduct in the Kargil war.

For instance, Mr. Subrahmany-
am said the Army had moved with
exemplary swiftness after the in-
trusion was detected. Within
eight days of the confirmation of
the intrusion on May 7, enough
deployments had been made to
contain it. By May 8, the Northern
Command had requested heli-
copter gunships. A day later, two
well acclimatised battalions re-
turning from Siachen were in-
ducted into the Batalik area. By
May 12, the entire Jammu and
Kashmir area was put on alert.

The panel also defended the
decision of the Chief of the Army
Staff, Gen. V. P. Malik, to visit Po-
land in early May. “There was no
need to cancel the Army Chief’s
visit which had been long
planned and was of some signif-
icance,” the report said.

Praising the Corps Command-
er, the report said “the 15 Corps
Commander carried out his de-
ployment with commendable ex-
pedition and competence
providing adequate margins for
all possible contingencies”’.

The report also rebutted press
reports that the Army had failed
to detect the transfer of cement
from Dras/Kargil for the con-
struction of bunkers by the in-
truders. Reports that the enemy
had constructed three-storeyed
bunkers equipped with television
sets were based on ‘“inaccurate
informatian”, the panel observed.
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}ndla has the right to retaliate

qQ(\ By Mahendra Ved

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: India should reserve the right to retali-
ate if Pakistan violates the Line of Control (LoC), and
this should be India’s official stance, Kargil Review
Committee chairman K. Subrahmanyam said on Friday.
Interacting with the media a day after the report was
tabled in Parliament, he said, “If Pakistan violates the
LoC, we reserve the right to retaliate on our choosing
and this is what the official stance should be.”
Committee member B.G. Verghese said that when-
ever there was any violation by Pakistan from across
the border, the Indian response had been “reactive”.
“Such repeated occurrences are unacceptable and any
state had the right to defend its sovereignty. Placing the
victim and the aggressor on par by the world commu-

nity has been going on for too long %this is unac-

ceptable,” Mr Verghese said. r {’ Y

Mr Subrahmanyam disclosed that ﬁlough the com-
mittee had wanted the report to be made public, minus
the annexures, the government made 18 ‘security dele-
tions’, including three paragraphs which went into the
details of the army’s request for air force support, dur-
ing the Pakistani intrusions last May. “I can assure you
none of the deletions affect the essential part of the re-
port,” he said. The deleted parts were clearly marked
out, hence it would be easy for anyone to understand
in what context the matter was deliberately left out.
The total length of the deletions by the government
would not exceed more than two pages, he added.

if Pak crosses the LoC’4

There was much misunderstanding on the ‘security
deletion’ issue. This happened because it was for the
first time that an exercise of this nature had been car-
ried out in India. Security deletions by the government
were a common practice in countries like the U.S.

He disclosed that the committee’s recommendation
for undertaking satellite imagery of Jammu and Kash-
mir had already been put into action. The Indian Army
had at no time sought to cross the LoC. In the repre-
sentations made by the army, there was no indication
of its desire to cross the LoC, nor were differences with
the government on the issue in evidence. Denying that
there was any delay in air strikes against Pakistani in-
truders on the Kargil heights, he said that it required
preparation for an escalation.

Mr Subrahmanyam said that the army had sought
IAF’s help on May 8 and transport aircraft began oper-
ations immediately for carrying men and material,
“There was a debate on operating helicopters at that '
point of time... For operating fixed wing aircraft we
needed to be prepared for escalation,” he explained.
The western air command and the south-western air
command were placed on “full alert” before the “go
ahead” was given by the government for air strikes on
the occupied heights, he said. The cabinet committee on
security (CCS) authorised use of air power on May 25.

Three relevant paragraphs on the issue have been
deleted from the report. The paragraphs said that the
air chief had maintained that if air power were to be
used, the country w?ldhave to be prepared for a Pak-
istani response.
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Killed

in Pak attack

Q2 BSF jawans killed, 3 others
hurt in Kashmir land-mine blast

NEW DELHI: At least eight
Indian soldiers were killed when
Pakistani troops attacked an early
warning post in the Naushera sec-
tor of Jammu and Kashmir on
Sunday.

The post, surrounded on three
sides by Pakistani army positions
across the Line of Control (LoC),
was raided by enemy forces early
on Sunday morning.

Defence sources said here that
while six Indian soldiers were
killed in the raid, one junior com-
missioned officer (JCO) and one
other soldier were missing, along
with their weapons.

“The bodies of the two missing
Indian soldiers have probably
been dragged by the invading
Pakistani troops to their side of
the LoC,” the sources said.

The post is used to monitor
movement of Pakistani troops and
militants.

The losses on the Pakistani side
could not be immediately ascer-
tained, the sources said.

This is the third major flare-up
in the area in recent weeks. Last
month 18 Pakistani soldiers were
killed when they tried to capture
an Indian border post in
Palanwala in Akhnoor sector
which is adjacent to Naushera.

Earlier this month, five
Pakistani soldiers and four Indian
army jawans were killed when the
traops foiled another enemy bid to
capture a border post in the
Akhnoor sector.

In arelated incident, in Srinagar,
two BSF personnel were - killed
and three others seriously injured
in a land-mine explosion in
Baramulla district of north
Kashmir, a border security force
spokesperson said here on
Sunday.

The land-mine, planted by mili-
tants on the main road near
Khanipath, went off when a BSF
vehicle carrying the five jawans
ran over it on Saturday evening,
the spokesperson said.

While head constable Raja Ram
and constable BK. Gosh were

killed in the incident, constable
Raj Kumar, lansnaik Ram Avtar
and constable Sunil Kumar were
injured in the explosion and were
shifted to hospital.

The BSF vehicle was on way to
Harnoor village.

This was the second land-mine
explosion triggered by militants in
the valley since Saturday evening.
An army jawan was killed and
three others were injured when
militants blew up their vehicle at
Kokernag in Anantnag district of
south Kashmir on Saturday.

Meanwhile, Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister Dr Farooq
Abdullah has ruled out the use of
“brute force” to pass a greater
autonomy bill in the state assem-
bly, but claimed, “If I desire, I can
pass the autonomy bill in this hall
as I have the majority.”

“But I do not want to resort to
brute force,” he said, adding that
the autonomy report, sent recently
to the Centre, was open for discus-
sion at every level.

“The state government does not
want to thrust it on the people of
any part of the state. Every clause
will be discussed at different levels
and fora before a final decision,”
he said.

Lambasting Panun Kashmir, a
body of the Kashmiri Pandit com-
munity, for its demand for a
‘homeland’, he asked, “How many
homelands are to be created in the
country?”

Pakistan, he said, was the first
such territory to be carved out of
the country.

In the meantime, in Washington,
Kashmiri militant groups have
launched a “cyber war” against
India, the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) has warned.

The separatists have hacked
official government web pages
and posted anti-government prop-
aganda and pictures, John A
Serabian, information operations
issue manager, CIA, told the joint
economic committee of Congress
this week. However, he did not
give details. (agencies)
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~Pak. escala

By Atul Aneja )Y~ (,

NEW DELHI, FEB. 27. The attack by
Pakistani troops on an Indian Ar-
my post in Rajouri district of Jam-
mu and Kashmir early today
appears to signal a much-expect-
ed spurt in violence close to the
Line of Control during the run-up
to the visit to India by the U.S
President, Mr. Bill Clinton. Sun-
day morning’s attack is the third
in a series of recent clashes be-
tween India and Pakistan near the
LoC. Eighteen Pakistani soldiers
were killed when they tried to
overrun an Indian post in January
in the Akhnoor area, which is also
located south of the Pir Panjal
range. Passes along the Pir Panjal
are the gateway to the Kashmir
valley. Pakistani troops also raid-
ed an Indian post in the Mendher
sector in the same area, losing five
men and killing four Indian sol-
diers.

India has dismissed Pakistan’s
allegations that its soldiers mas-
sacred 14 villagers in the Kotli ar-
ea of Pakistan- occupied Kashmir
earlier this week.

The Pakistani Foreign Office,
on its part, however, said that the
alleged attack “would contribute
further to the vitiation of the
tense security situation in the re-
gion. “Militant organisations in-
cluding the
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen and the
Lashkar-¢-Taiba have threatened
retaliation.”

Analysts here point out that
these clashes were likely to be
part of Pakistan’s bid to escalate
tensions across the LoC, close to
next month'’s visit to the sub-con-
tinent by the U.S. President. Not
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Map showing the place where Pakistani troops attacked
an Indian post in Naushera sector of
Jammu & Kashmir on Sunday — PTI

surprisingly, the Lashkar-e-Taiba
has reportedly urged Mr. Clinton
to cancel his visit citing the Kotli
incident. Government sources say
Pakistan could open multiple
points of engagement in the Ra-
jouri, Nangi Tekri and Sunderbani
areas of Jammu and Kashmir,
south of the Pir Panjal range.

Pakistan has already beefed up
forces in the LoC area. The Chief
of the Army staff, General V.P Ma-
lik, alluding to a Pakistani build-
up along the LoC recently ac-
knowledged that there was a

THE HINDU
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“floating” movement of Pakistani
troops in this zone. The sources
said, two battalions from the La-
hore-based Four Corps and an-
other two from the 10th division,
based in Sialkot, have been posi-
tioned around Muzaffarabad
across Tangdahar and the Uri sec-
tors.

Though currently “dormant”
and occupying defensive posi-
tions, these forces could get actj/
vated once the snow cloggingjtie
passes in the area now begifls to
melt in the next few days.
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INDIA today said there was a
“triangular coordination” between
the hijackers of the Indian Airlines
plane, the Taliban, the Harkat-ul-
Mujahedeen (HUM) and Pak-
istan’s Inter-services Intelligence
and the termination of the incident

- achieved was the “best possible” in

abasket of worst alternatives,
Disclosing for the first time Tal-
iban’s complicity in the hijacking
episode, External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh told the Rajya

avmstaﬁ(acked IA

huackers, reveals Jaswant

Sabha that Kandahar was possibly
“the most adverse location for us”
to address the situation.

In the statement tabled in the
House — the first official eom-
ment on the incident by the gov-
ernment — Singh said his carrying
the three terrorists in exchange for
the hostages was “entirely on ac-
count of logistical compulsions™.

He said the Taliban authorities
“consistently and clearly had their
sympathies with the hijackers and
their other supporters and acted
accordingly” even while adopting
the attitude of “correct fgdﬁm-

INDIAN EXPRESS
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tors”. The minister said the deci-
sion taken by the Taliban to allow
the hijackers and the released ter-
rorists ten hours to leave
Afghanistan was its own, éven af-
ter it had been explicitly conveyed
to them that “India expected that
both the hijackers and the released
terrorists would be treated as crim-
inals in conformity with law”. He
said Taliban turned a deaf ear to
India’s plea that a demand for re-

lease of terrorists asked by the hi- | ;
jackers was also “an-Islamic” and | -

the Taliban did not press on this

while deahng with the hijackers.
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oublespeak on

hijackers surfaces—

We'll try them: Pak Gowt ﬁ %’OK says they’ll be allowed in

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 9@ 4
ISLAMABAD, JAN 2

STAN has denied that
hijackers of the Indian Air-
lines plane are Pakistani na-

tionals and accused New Delhi of
levelling “baseless and false” alle-
gations against Islamabad.
Pakistan has also said it will not
allow the hijackers to enter the

. country and that they would be
: nabbed and tried as per interna-

i

{
i

tional laws as soon as they cross
into its territory. However, Prime
Minister of Pakistan-occupied

i Kashmir (PoK) Sultan Mahmood

Choudhury said he would consider
any request from the hijackers to
enter.

“Levelling of baseless and false
accusations against Pakistan is part
and peculiar element of Indian tac-

tics,” Pakitani Foreign Office
spokesmar] Tariq Altafalleged ina
statement ¢n Saturday, reacting to
External Affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh’s remarks.

Singh had told reporters in
New Delhi on Saturday that all hi-
jackers were Pakistani nationals
and pointed an accusatory finger at
Pakistan for its role in the hijack-
ing.
Altaf said Pakistan had made
all possible efforts for the safety
and welfare of hostages aboard the
hijacked plane and claimed that
India’s allegation that some Pak-
istani nationals were on board the
plane had been proved wrong,

“Initially, India alleged that
four Pakistani nationals were on
board the hijacked plane but fi-
nally this allegation proved
wrong,” he said, adding there was

no transit passenger on the Kath-
mandu-bound PIA flight from
Karachi for the Indian plane.

Regarding the allegation of
presence of arms on the plane, he
said the “flight had originated
from New Delhi and also stopped
at Amritsar. The arms could be de-
livered at these spots.”

“India shouid refrain from lev-
elling such allegations which is be-
ing done out of its petty interest
(sic) to hide its shortcomings,” the
spokesman alleged.

Amid reports that the hijackers
and the three militants swapped
for 155 hostages on the plane were
headed for the Pakistani city of
Quetta, Interior Minister Moinud-
din Haider told the official APP
news agency yesterday, “Under no
circumstances, would these

from the front page

Pak doublespeak

persons be allowed to enter Pak-
istan.” “Pakistan is on high alert,
and in case they enter Pakistani
territory, they will be apprehended
and tried as per established inter-
national rules and conventions,”
he said.

Jaswant Singh had told re-
porters in New Delhi quoting the
Afghan Information Minister that
all the eight, who were Pakistani
nationals, had left for Quetta after
attending an iftaar at Kandahar.

Haider said he has issued clear
orders to officials and agencies of
the North West Frontier Province
(NWEFP) and Baluchistan to arrest
the hijackers. “In case they sneak
into NWFP or Baluchistan, they
will be detained and tried accord-
ing to law and rules,” he said. “Hi-
jacking and terrorism are not ac-
ceptable and condonable, in any
form. This is a highly ‘abhorable’
crime condemned by the entire

civilised world.” However, Choud-
hury said his government wilt con-
sider the request of hijackers if
they want to enter PoOK.

“We will consider a request if
the hijackers want to come to the
state. But first we should ascertain
who they are.” Choudhury said the
“hijackers have not reached PoK
till now. Let the request come first
from the hijackers’ side”.

He said Maulana Masood
Azhar, one of the three militants, is
a Pakistani national and “he will
come to his home town”. Azhar -
hails from Bhawalpur in Pakistan’s
Punjab province.

Meanwhile, reports from the
Pakistan-Afghan border said Pak-
istani authorities are on high alert. -
“We are cautiously alert. We will
not allow ‘them entry”, Major
Rana Aftab, incharge of security at
the Khyber pass, was quoted as
saying by The News.
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Pakistan plays down

hijacking to avoid
finger of suspicion

Islamabad, January 2 Sy’ (\
™ T

PAKISTAN IS apparently playing
down the Indian Airlines plane
hijacking drama in a bid to avoid
the finger of suspicion pointing
towards it in view of its suspected
complicity in the incident that
came to an end at the Kandahar
airport on Friday evening.

Islamabad, which went hoarse
from the day one of the hijacking
that it had been stage-managed by
the Indian intelligence agency raw,
went into an embarrassed silence
on Friday after the five hijackers
emerged from the aircraft and dis-
appeared with a Taliban “hostage”
declaring they were heading
towards the Pakistani city of
Quetta.

The state-controlled media
maialy concentrated on the aspect
that the Taliban government han-
dled the hijacking in an apprecia-
ble manner even as senior UN offi-
cial Eric de Mul, who played a cru-
cial mle in the whole episode, was
comgletely ignored when he
retunied here yesterday.

There were only two Pakistan-
based Indian journalists waiting
for hin at the Islamabad airport.

Incidentally, the same De Mul
1ad been swamped by the
Pakistani media when he had
returnzd here midway through the
crisis on December 28, and the

W1 3

authorities had made it a point to
inform all the journalists about his
arrival.

With the nationality of the
hijackers now clearly established
after they took away with them two
Pakistani militants released by
New Delhi in exchange for the
hostages along with the third—a
Pakistan-born British national—
the foreign office here came up
with a timid reaction while reiter-
ating its condemnation of the
hijacking.

Foreign office spokesman Tariq
Altaf, however, said Pakistan con-
demned the act even if the hijackers
were Pakistani nationals. “We have
no sympathy for such desperate acts
without regard to the nationality of
the perpetrators”, he said.

Interestingly, Altaf had come up
with the stunning claim last
Monday, the fourth day of hijack-
ing drama, that a RAW agent was
also on board the hijacked plane,
in a bid to back up the claim of
Pakistani Foreign Minister Abdul
Sattar's allegation that the whole
crisis had been “manufactured” by
India to malign Pakistan before the
international community.

Military ruler Gen Pervez
Musharraf had also outrightly
rejected during an interview with
CNN the possibility that the
hijackers might be Pakistani
nationals. (PTI)
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Pak role in
hijack clear,

says Mlshr&

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA S \- @

NEW DELHI, Jan. 2. — The
National Security Adviser, Mr
Brajesh Mishra, today said
there was “enough and clear”
evidence to suggest that
Pakistan was involved in the
hijacking of the Indian Airlines
aircraft and ruled out the pos-
sibility of Taliban having pro-
vided arms to the hijackers in
Kandahar.

The behaviour of Pakistan
from the first day when it
said that India had stage-man-
aged the hijacking and that
an Indian Intelligence
agent with a particular seat
number was travelling in the
aircraft showed Pakistan’s
intentions, he said participat-
ing in a programme on Star
News.

He denied a charge that India
had indulged in diversionary
tactics by accusing Pakistan of

' involvement.

Mr Mishra, who is also princi-
pal secretary to the Prime
Minister, said there was
clear evidence that Pakistan
was involved in  the
hijacking.

“We have the names of all the
hijackers who are Pakistani
nationals and the list of mili-
tants they wanted to
be released contained majority
of Pakistani nationals,” he
said.

Asked if there was any direct
linkage between Pakistan and
the hijacking, he said
“Pakistani establishment is
definitely responsible for it.

“All evidence and intercepts
we have suggest this. One such
intercept showed that one mili-
tant outfit in J&K asked
another in the state why it con-

, demned the hijacking. The

other replied that we got
instructions from Pakistan.”

Mr M1s ra quoted the
Taliban inforynation minister’s
statement that the hijackers
had crossed dver to Quetta in
Pakistan thdugh Islamabad
had denied that they were
there. Where are the three mil-
itants released by India in
exchange for the hostages, he
asked.

Asked about reports that the
hijackers got more arms in
Kandahar and whether they
got them from Taliban, he said
“that possibility is ruled out.
After the aircraft landed in
Kandahar, the flight engineer
was asked to go down and
bring one bag from the hold
(cargo) and when it was
brought out, there were more
arms.”

To a question whether the
government had absolute faith
in the Taliban for negotiations,
Mr Mishra said “when we start
negotiations with another
authority it starts on certain
presumptions.”

He said the Taliban represen-
tative in New York and in
Islamabad made it clear that
they were against hijacking
and the subsequent statements
that they would storm the air-
craft if any of the passengers
were killed gave a certain kind
of confidence.

Asked if Taliban statement
that the aircraft would be
asked to leave Kandahar if no
settlement was reached, he
said that was intended to put
pressure on hijackers and
Indian government.

Asked if there was any com-
munication gap at the time of
devising a strategy before the
hijacked aircraft left Amritsar
and in ordering an operation
by National Security Guard
commandos, he said there was
no communication gap between
Amritsar and Delhi. / ]

.
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Centre directs states to deport

illegal Pakistani nationals

22

-’

)
HYDERABAD: Thc Union gov‘x N\epal the latest incident had oc-

ernment has decided to publish a
White Paper on ISI agents and
their activities, and directed all
state governments to arrest and de-
port the 11,000 Pakistani nationals,
overstaying in various parts of the
country, Union minister of state for
home Ch. Vidyasagar Rao said on
Monday.

Mr Rao referred to the recent hi-
jacking of the Indian Airlines air-
bus and stressed the need to pre-
vent the re-occurrence of such inci-
dents by taking necessary precau-
tions.

All the state governments have
been asked to be alert as any laxity
could provide scope for “hijack of
trains, buses and autos”, he added.

As per the seventh schedule of
the Constitution, it was the state
governments’ responsibility to take
appropriate action to apprehend
and deport them, Mr Rao said.
Asking the states to give top priori-
ty in tackling this problem, he
warned that such incidents could
occur again if this was not carried
out.

As part of tightening security, the
government had already embarked
on fencing India’s borders with
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal as
infiltrators entering through Indo-
Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan
borders were trying to destabilise
the country.

But “we are not in a position to
count the number of infiltrators,”
he added. Despite the security
agencies being alert about ISI infil-
tration and narcotics smuggling in

urred.

The Union minister added that

forts were also on to beef up the
intelligence wing.

He said as many as 2000 of the
11,000 Pakistani nationals over-
staying in the country, had gone un-
derground.

Efforts were on to trace and de-
port them. On Sunday, 11 such Pak-
istani nationals were arrested in the
Nizamabad district of Andhra
Pradesh and the state government
had been asked to take steps imme-
diately for their deportation.

Mr Vidyasagara Rao said the
highest number of such Pakistani
nationals might be in Uttar
Pradesh and 19 in Andhra Pradesh.

He denied differences of opinion
in the Union cabinet on the release
of the three militants from jails in
exchange for the freedom of the
hostages in the Indian Airlines air-
bus.

He stated that the Union home
minister L.K. Advani had no differ-
ence of opinion regarding the re-
lease of terrorists in exchange of
hostages. “The decision taken was
collective one and there was ab-
solutely no difference in the gov-
ernment over it,” he said, adding it
also received support from all par-
ties. Referring to the handling of
the hijack crisis by the government,
he said though there was some “dis-
satisfaction” among some quarters
in the country, the international
community appreciated the gov-
ernment for its proper handling of
the situation. (agencies)

i d

THE TIMES OF INDIA
-4 JAN 20D



~Pak official held
for peddling p+.1
fake Indian notes
Kathmandu, January 3 ¢} .
m

THE NEPAL police to rrested
a Pakistani embassy officipl here
for passing on counterfeit}Indian
currency notes to an undg¢rcover
agent of the Nepali police, report
agencies. i

Following a more than 4 fort-
night-long sting operation, the
police uncovered early yesterday
Aslam Saboor — an assistant sec-
retary in the visa section of the
Pakistan embassy here — passing
on counterfeit Indian currency
notes of Rs 500 denomination.

HTC adds in New Delhi: The
External Affairs Ministry said it
had been confirmed independently
that the Pakistani ambassador and
other officials of the mission tried
to prevent Saboor's arrest on
grounds of diplomatic immunity.

It expressed its hope that Nepal
would take appropriate action
against Saboor.

Sources said that Saboor was
among the members of the
Pakistani embassy in Kathmandu
who were in contact with the ter-
rorist Lakhbir Singh who was
arrested by the Nepal police in
November 1998.

Action against Nepal unlikely: P 19,
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"\ Bad to worse

SINCE INDIA-PAKISTAN relations have rarely seer) 4 happy
phase, the latest downturn is not unusual. However, jeveral
factors make the current seemingly lowest point in mutdal ties
in a time of peace more than a little disturbing. For 4| start,
Pakistan’s intent has not often been as hostile as to leava little
scope for a meeting point, as at present. Earlier, even as
Islamabad waged its proxy war in Kashmir along with the ISI-
sponsored acts of terrorism elsewhere, it was possible for occa-
sional marginal improvements in relations as evident from
even the infructuous foreign secretary-level meetings and the
Lahore initiative which was preceded by Mr Nawaz Sharif’s
interview calling for burying the past. But if the present out-
look is so dismal, it is because Pakistan is led by a chief execu-

tive who appears determined to undo the grievous blow to his

plans and prestige inflicted by his Kargil misadventure. Having |

 first toppled his own prime minister, General Musharraf then '

{ moved to step up the proxy war in Kashmir by encouraging the

terrorists specifically to target the Indian defence establish-
ments, perhaps to provoke the security forces to react with
harsh measures, thereby alienating the local people in the val-
ley. Then came the hijacking incident with its traumatic impact
on the entire Indian nation. For all its public protestations, it is
unlikely that Islamabad will treat the hijackers, who have now
“vanished” in Pakistan, and the three released militants as any-
thing other than heroes. v /@a

In addition to its obsession with Kashmir, Pakistan’s latest
hostile acts are probably motivated by its international isola-
tion as a result of the coup, a floundering economy and
General Musharraf’s failure to tackle either the pressing prob-
lems of corruption and feudal high-handedness or acquire any
legitimacy for his own government. At such times of domestic
uncertainty, when he is apparently clueless about how long he
will hold on to power and to whom he will hand over the reins,
targeting India is an obvious way out. It is a ploy which his civil-
ian and military predecessors have used in the past. The
General’s hope evidently is that a steady deterioration in the
situation will once again bring Kashmir into the limelight and
persuade the US and the Western powers to intervene.
However, his real problem may well be that the growing acts of
terrorism, of which the hijacking was only the latest, will not
endear him to the outside world which may even think that
Afghanistan’s behaviour has been more responsible. In this
context, New Delhi’s refusal to talk to Pakistan unless it stops
its acts of terror directed against India will now seem even

more justified.
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O Hostile Notes
/ A

The arrest of a Pakistani diplomat in Kathmandu for attampting to
pass on fake Indian currency makes it clear that this countsy is being
subjected to total war of a new kind. Other aspects of this war are the
promotion of tension in Kashmir and elsewhere, the abuse of'religion
for terroristic purposes, narcoterrorism, and the use of organised crime
with its politician-bureaucratic nexus. Counterfeit currency as an instru-
ment to wreck a country’s economy was a Nazi invention during the last
days of World War IL The Hitlerites printed vast quantities of British
currency notes and planned to release them after the war in sabotage
operations by fanatical Nazi terrorists. Fortunately for Britain, the coun-
terfeit notes were discovered by the advancing Allied forces and de-
stroyed in time. Pakistan has been printing and attempting to use fake
Indian currency notes for some time, especially in the Kashmir valley
and in areas where they have narcotics conduits into India. Since Indian
currency is valid in Nepal, it is logical for Pakistan to try and flood Nepal
with counterfeit Indian currency. As Pakistan has made Nepal its most
prominent foreign base for ISI operations, the introduction of fake Indi-
an currency there gives them a low cost option to finance their terroris-
tic activities in India.

Faced with the threat of the worldwide use of fake dollar notes print-
ed by organisations in West Asia, the US changed the design of its high
denomination currency and incorporated certain additional safety fea-
tures. All currency dealers in the US and elsewhere have intensified
their scrutiny of higher denomination dollar notes in order to detect
counterfeits. The US has certain natural defences. Within the country,
most transactions are done through credit cards, while transactions out-
side the US are scrutinised by professional currency dealers. In the case
of India, the denominations targeted are Rs 500 and Rs 100. The pur-
chasing power of these is not high and, therefore, they have to be han-
dled in vast quantities. Hence, the problem of transporting and circulat-
ing the counterfeit currency is very much more difficult. It is also possi-
ble that these fake Indian notes may be exchanged for foreign curren-
cies by Pakistan in West and South East Asia, where such transactions
take place on a large scale, and then brought in to India by hawala deal-
ers. As India begins to embark on a high trajectory growth path, Islam-
abadis likely to develop a mindset like Nazi Germany did in its last days
and attempt to damage the Indian economy even as its own economy is
going down. If we are to combat this danger, there has to be a change in
the Indian mindset which, in spite of all indicators, still refuses to accept
that Pakistan has been waging a total war of a new kind against this
country. Since this sub rosa war is being waged on all fronts, it is far more
difficult to counter than conventional hostilities. Let us first recognise the
fact of this war. Unfortunately, wars have to be fought by anticipating the
enemy’s moves and not on the basis of evidence proved in courts of laW/

\

THE TIMES OF INDIA
- § JAN20D



n\“ e8ed :1esod uopyjsoddgo
‘a8ureyd sauidal Jo SINOJOD
9} J1 uaa’ ‘poedueyoun urew
-9l WSLIBMI3S JOo sajy Ajunwt
-Wo) AYIOUTUI 3} UION SIequIdtu
syt jo Sumpjuuds aapeussaidar
B paapul Sem 3IaYy) ‘eapr Suom
ayl 108 nok ased ul s’k YO

"1S0Y Y} Sem Jys Ji se sisand
8uneai8 ‘m0) ur uUlsureIdWed
JO SapIoy YlM ‘punoIe Juam ays
“UONBHAUL §,I9)SIUTA dWL1d 31} 0}
papuodsaa pey 001 ‘Typues eluos
sIy ‘uonrisoddQ ay1 jo Iepee]
Yl ‘payOO[IIA0 3 0} J0Uu ‘puy

Teuuayy ut
Yaom isef Sunssw {1ounoy) [euon
-eN s.dfg 213 1e (eurerp yoeliy ay)
Jo asnedaq e MaN u dn pey
\%w oYM IN( IUBAPY "IN Aq paaouwr
q 01 SBM UOJIym) UONINJ[OSaI
reonyjod urewt 9y sA0W 01 DURYD
e 108 A[snoyuniio] ay 1eyd peseard
Aydru upjoo] ‘@19y) OS[E sem
PO TeyqerpuaieN 1IN ‘Puy
‘BUURINYY [2] UEPBN "IN pUR
eIy g ) I SB yons sadej
d(d Ierfiurej aiom aIaYJ "SOIORII
-1ap JUB[2IXa 1Y) 01 Adnsn{ [ op
01 awmn ul sem ‘9a[qeIoS I1[0S "IN
‘elauan-AsuIony 9yl Ing ‘ore|
QUIBd MO 'S N "I ‘I9UOISSTX
-w0D UONIAH JOIYD YL "BIYsIA
ysalerg "1\ Sem Se punoie sem
‘qewny jeyqeiq "IN ‘AIesidneg
1ouUIqe) YL ‘uemsed SeJIA wey
“I]Al SBM SE ‘3I9Y) SeM IySOf Teyou
-eN I "I -eoueieadde ue uj
ind sen8eaq[oo s,004edfep "IN JO
MmajJ B a1mb ueapy "IN sopissg
*a[qIuIaosIp Afisea sem s3unasild
Ieax MON aAIsnyje paoreraddexo
a1 u arou asfey oYy, ‘Adiyo Apoe
-X3 J0U Sem pooul 3} ‘30UIQ §,191
-SIUI]N dUWILid 91 JO S3LIRUONIOUN

Yy} 0] UMOP TUBAPY ‘I WOI]
"pa[puRy SEM YOR(IY 913 Yo1yMm
W IsuuewW 3y} Ul paIjusp 103
paspur a8eun feonrod s d(d oy
‘19yyns Jou pIp sisa1aiul s AnUnod
3y SBII3YM JBUY SBM SPIdUDD
pInom aY 1ey: [[V 'S9oUBISWINIID
3yl Iapun [eap 1S3g 9y} Sem [eap
Teuy 3yl ‘uondo ou sem resyaury
1® vondo HSN pa[[eo-0s syl eyl
Suides ojur pajoaoid aq 01 Jas
Wy pamoffe {ueapy "I Uay],
‘pardrua stsuo Supppely sy 191
-Je sAep daI1t]) 1Sea-Y2I0U Y] UWI0K
feyndes ayy 0) WMIa1 0) UOISIAP
,S9pUBWIa] "IN Ul pPeal 3q PINoys
SunqioN ‘ssavoid juswedeueul
SISId 3y JO IO sapueu
-1ag 'y daay 01 uSisap a1erd
-qurap Aue jo yre1 fe payood-yood
OSfe 19ISIUI]N QWIOH 9yl ‘suon

-enogau ay) Jo s[re1ap [y uoald
Sem I9ISIUIN SWlJ Yl awIn 1s1yy
3} SeM STy} pIes TUeAPY "IN
‘SINOY 01 19A0 10] Paisef
s[eroyyo Iayio pue y3urs juemse|
"IN Aq Buyaiiqg sy "s19%oR{1y ayn
Wim suonenodau ayl uo 3uyauq
pafieap v SBume8 ur wiy uiof
0) Buiuiow SIY) ILISIUTIA QWL
ayl Aq payAUL Sem 3 ‘SAPUBWI3Y
931005 "1jA] “IISIUT]A FOUBJ3(T Y1
yim 3uofe 18Y) pres TUBAPY "IN
*, BUDjns,, SBM Y ISNBIBY JOU
pue 1eaA mau A19As Jo Suruuideq
ayl e pIp ay 1eyMm Sem JBY] Isned
-aq sdep omy 10} ,pareaddesip,,
pey oy 1ey) paure[dxa os[e aH
's110da1 ay) jo £110eIdA 3yl INoqge
BIUSUA "IN LM PIYIIYO pey ol
‘ma1d pue siaduassed saurry ue
-Ipu] 3y} 10J 98UBYOXa U SIUBH[IW

ueys.iapns ‘A :0loyd — *Aepsany uo
ylag MaN U] asnoH peqelapAy ie wyy Aq paysoy Aued leeyy

ay) e s)song yym ‘oakedfep

8 "V I 49IS[UIA Suild ayL

s3Iy} aseafal 0y Sureaide 10§ ‘eiy
~SIAl Uysafelq “IJA ‘I9SIAPY AILIND3g
[euonEN 29y} pue ‘ysuis Juemsef
"Il “IISIUTIN STIBJJV [ew1a)Xy 9yl
UIIM Snolny sem ay Jeyl erpaw
ay) Jo uonodas e ul surodar paru
-9p TUBAPY "IN ‘Yiim uidoq of.
*apraoid o1 uoy
-BWLIOJUI JO 11q B a)Inb pue Auap
0110 & peY 13ISIUTJN WO Uotup
9y} pue ‘I9UI0D S JUBAPY Y "]
"Il 01 PAYIYs USY} Uonde 8y,
fuajde
a13m serusp pue suopeueid
-X3 ‘lUeAIIq pu® SqeqaY SopIsaq
PUV ‘SIUDWI3 oY) Jsutese uofda]
-oxd pepuoid Anpysnoyr A1sa
pey s12131e0 s,99AedfeA 1N Suu
-oA3 Anumm Afyd snpy uQ Ared
JeR)],, UB 1S0Y 0] IBISTUTA] QWL
e 10y Bumes 19ad oy saprmoid
asnoy peqerspAH fenefed ayj,
‘ut paaoul Ruuosidd Hgs ayy 810y
-aq 99AedleA "IIA JO 1IN0 108 pNOI
suosiadsmau oY) J[B sem IRyl
“yodire npuetyye)
ayl e sssde] Awmoas aqrssod
ay1 noqe [edaN YIim Yono) Ul sem
BIPUT ‘UCHIPPE U] '359Y [BI1) PUBIS
Way} 9eW 0} I9pI0 Ul YoBq SID
-yoef1y ayp 1938 01 A1) pmom epuj
et} paisisur ospe aakedlep "IN
,,oumn arendordde
ug 1B ) JSOPSIP [[IM am,, ‘Pappe
‘wny Aq paisoy Aed 1eeyy ue
je suosiadsmau 0] Supfeads sem
oym ‘ISIUNN awWild 9y1 Ing
“1JeIoIre sauy]
-1y uerpu] ue jo Juppelly 1usd
-91 9y} Ul JUSWIAA[OAUT S, UBISDR]
USI[RIS3 01 IJUIPIAS  Supuwurp
ySnoua pey eipul 1Byl pres Aep
0} ‘0ahedlep LeyDg IV I 19IST
UTIA] 9UTid 97T v "NVI ‘IH13A M3N

\ V arey ysireH Ag

o9fedlep yed uwep .

0} 3JuUdpIAd ysSnouz

THE HINDU

- 5 JAN M



-Masood seen

in Karachi

REUTERS (/A 5. g KV
A0 b T

NEW DELHI, Jhn. 5. —
Masood Azhar and Mustaq
Ahmed Zargar, two of the
three militants freed by India,
were seen in Pakistan, wit-
nesses said today. Azhar was
briefly in Karachi, confirmed a

Harkat-ul-Mujahideen spokes-
man, while Zargar came home
to a hero's welcome in Muz-
affarabad, PoK, last night.

The external affairs ministry
has ruled out any review of its
position on Taliban, saying

! India would continue to recog-
nise the Rabbani government
as the legitimate Afghan gov-
ernment, adds SNS.

J&K high alert: Police and
security forces have been put on
"maximum alert" following the
seizure of nine sophisticated

artillery rockets meant to dis-
rupt Republic Day celebrations |
in the city, add PTT and UNL A

National Conference leader,

four militants and a BSF jawan !

were among the eight killed in
the valley since last evening.

THE STATESMAN
) ’)Aﬂ i
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Pak N-threat cannot

Co-

deter conventional
war, says Fernandes

Defence minister slams
Pak ‘error of judgment’

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Defence minister George
Fernandes on Wednesday accused Pakistan
of holding out the nuclear threat to India in
the belief that it could wrest Kashmir with-
out facing any challenges.

Reacting to a statement” by Pakistan’s
chief executive, General Perve3 Musharraf,
Mr Fernandes said, “They (Pakistan) held
out a nuclear threat to us on Mpy 31, 1999,
and did it again yesterday withbut absorb-
ing the real meaning of nucldarisation—
that it can deter only the use'of nuclear
weapons but not a conventional war”

Speaking to the media after inaugurating a
national seminar on ‘The Challenges of
Limited War: Parameters and Options’,
organised by the Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses (IDSA), Mr Fernandes
criticised the United States for “overlook-
ing” Pakistan’s support to terrorism and said
India would mobilise world opinion to
declare Pakistan a “terrorist state”.

“When it comes to (Osama) Bin Laden,
the U.S. fires not one but scores of high-tech
missiles it possesses.. What the U.S. and the
world need to realise is that terrorism
understands no borders. Therefore, to take
aim at Bin Laden and overlook what is hap-
pening across the border in India at the
hands of Pakistan is not addressing, the
question,” he added. 27\‘% Koy

Referring to Gen. MuSharraf’s co t
that Pakistan would use nuclear weapons if
it was threatened, Mr Fernandes said,
“Musharraf’s intentions have not percolat-
ed even to the people of Pakistan.”

The defence minister observed that after
the nuclear tests in May 1998, the Pakistani
elite had started believing that India would
be deterred from fighting back in any war.
There was a perception in Pakistan that it
could continue with its covert war and carry
out aggression across the LoC (Line of
Control) since India would be deterred by
the nuclear factor, he said.

Terming it Pakistan’s worst error of judg-
ment, Mr Fernandes pointed to similar fol-
lies committed by Russia and China—both
nuclear-weapon states— during the 1969
Ussuri river border clashes.

Earlier, speaking at the seminar, Mr
Fernandes emphasised the need for long-
term planning in defence matters. He said
the type of defence India needed during the
new century depended on the nature of the
challenges and threats as well as “our own
thinking and planning about how we intend
to fight and win those wars. Military strate-
gy, doctrine and training need to be for-
ward-looking.”

FEasing Indo-Pak tension
is top priority: Clinton

WASHINGTON: US. President Bill
Clinton has said “easing tensions” in Indo-
Pakistani relations and fighting terrorism
are among his top priorities for the year
2000. Mr Clinton’s statement appears in the
1999 National Security Strategy report
which was sent to the US. Congress on
Tuesday. In it, he has outlined his vision for
the role of the U.S. as well as its priorities in
international affairs. “Easing tension
between India and Pakistan and fightingn
weapons proliferation, terrorism and the
nexus between them are among the priori-
ties for this year,” the U.S. President said.

Another significant aspect of the report
s Mr Clinton’s proposal for a $112 billion
InCrease jn defence spending in 2000-2003,
the first sush forlong-term defence spend-
Ing 1n over ten yearo.

Meanwhile, Democrat Congressman
Frank Pallone said he might draft legisla-
tion calling on the State Department to
declare Pakistan a terrorist state if the
department failed to do so on its own.

Mr Pallone, known for his strong anti-
terrorism stand, on Tuesday said, “Now is
the time for the US. and other major
nations to declare Pakistan a state sponsor
of terrorism.” In his statement, he added
that he would formalise his request to cite
Pakistan a terrorist state through a letter to
secretary of state Madeleine Albright.
Pending a response from the State
Department, he said he might draft legisla-
tion to enforce his decision.

Citing Mr Vajpayee’s national security
adviser Brajesh Mishra, the US
Congressman said that among the pointers
to Pakistan’s clear association with terrorist
activities were the radio conversations of
the militant groups in Kashmir with links to
the hijackers that were intercepted by
Indian intelligence.

He said Indian officials had quoted
reports indicating the presence of hijackers
somewhere in Pakistan, despite denials by
Islamabad’s military dictatorship. “Pakistan
actually protested the U.S. military action
against terrorist training camps in
Afghanistan,” he observed, reiterating his
call for closer cooperation between the U.S.
and India to tackle terrorism at the inter-
national level.

Britain on Wednesday followed the US.
in refusing to declare Pakistan a terrorist
state for its alleged role in the hijacking of
the 1A flight.

“It is not the UK. government’s practice
to designate states in that way,” British high
commissioner to India Rob Young told
newspersons here on Wednesday.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
- 5 JAN 20



1t’s been a long, rouigh ro#d for
Indo-Pak ties since the bus ride

y Ajay Bharadwaj
The Times of India News Service

AMRITSAR: From the Amritsar-

; - Lahore bus ride
undertaken by
Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vaj-
payee to the In-
dian  Airlines
plane’s hijacking,
{ 1t has been a tu-
: ; multuous jour-

cammesoess ncy of ups and
AB.Vajpayee downs of Indo-
Pakistan relations that the city has
been witness to in the past year.

If the year started with Indo-Pak-
istan bonhomie after the bus ride to
Lahore, it more or less ended with
the PM asking the world communi-
ty to declare Pakistan a terrorist"
state after the plane was hijacked to
Lahore and then to Kandahar.

A positive and optimistic note
was struck as soon as the PM un-
dertook the historic bus journey to
Lahore along with a host of promi-
nent personalities to start a new
phase of ties between the two coun-
tries and open new vistas. The his-
toric bus ride was followed by a
number of occasions when India

threw, oner it~ o=t~ ot Waoah ta
%A visitors, who came In

e

hordes to watch cricket matches or
to participate in cultural pro-
grammes.

The PM had termed his bus ride
as a momentous occasion which
had opened a new chapter in Indo-
Pakistan friendship. Businessmen,
too, were optimistic that there
would be more transactions be-
tween the two countries.

As things started looking up, the

‘Mr Vajpayee failed to
realise that Pakistan’s
friendly gestures were
merely a cover to hide
its evil designs’

\s broke out and the city
its poignant moments
when F1 L§Nachiketa walked pass
the Wagah forder after being held
captive by Rakistan for about a
fortnight. In the wake of the Kargil
crisis, the Army build-up on either
side of the border further strained
the relations, putting the clock back
to square one. '
Pakistan compounded things by

e b e wlaw e L nand

diogpine n fe: -
plcfc'mg up a few Indians from close
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to the zero line. The relations came
to a head when four Pakistant
grounded the hijacked Indian Air?\
lines plane here temporarily before '
taking it off to Lahore and finally to
Kandahar.

“The Indo-Pakistan relationship
cycle has come a full circle leaving
us once again despondent about
the entire matter,” said Guru
Nanak Dev University professor
S.P. Singh. Yet, he said regardless of
the bitterness created by the rulers
of the two countries, people on ei-
ther side of the border still wanted
peace and amity.

Veteran CPI leader S.P. Dang
said it was not improper on the part
of Mr Vajpayee to have undertaken
the bus ride to Lahore. “But the In-
dian government blundered when
it came to understanding Pakistan’s
gameplan in the right perspective.”

Mr Dang felt that the govern-
ment should have been smart
enough to see through Pakistan’s
duplicity for if the latter was hailing
the bus ride as a welcome step, it
was at the same time preparing it-
self for a confrontation in the
Kargil sector. “Mr Vajpayee failed
to realise that Pakistan’s gesture of

ioeantotllp wee mmarely g3 ¢
hide its evil designs,” hg] sai dover to




/// State Ofi Terrors, v/

Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpa ée’s call for the US to declare
Pakistan a terrorist state will be recelved with mixed feelings in this
country. There is not much disagreemépt in India on the characterisa-
tion of Pakistan as a terrorist state. If India were to mobilise interna-
tional public opinion in favour of the view that the Pakistani state is a
terrorist one, there is hardly likely to be any objection either. The
reservation is about entreating the US on this account, as Mr Vajpay-
ee’s appeal implies a certain willingness to accept Washington’s right
unilaterally to issue such fatwas. In fact, appealing to the US in this
manner is neither necessary nor prudent. In 1993, the US had threat-
ened to include Pakistan in its list of states sponsoring terrorism fol-
lowing the shooting of CIA operatives outside the gates of the
agency’s Langley headquarters, the bombing of the World Trade Cen-
tre and the killing of CIA personnel in Pakistan. When Benazir Bhut-
to returned to power, the Clinton administration not only gave up the
idea but even tilted towards Pakistan on the Kashmir issue. Subse-
quently, the abduction and killing of five foreign tourists in Kashmir
by Al Faran, a front organisation of the Harkat-ul-Ansar, did not pro-
duce any perceptible change in US policy. Though the State
Department declared the Harkat-ul-Ansar a terrorist organisation in
its annual report “Patterns of Global Terrorism”, the US did not logi-
cally follow this up by warning Istamabad that permitting the
operations of the group on its soil would lead to Pakistan being
declared a terrorist state.

The activities of Saudi financier Osama bin Laden no doubt raised
US concerns about terrorism being directed from the Afghanistan-
Pakistan region, especially after the bombing of its embassies in
Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam. Even after the missile attacks on Mr bin
Laden’s headquarters — in which a number of Pakistanis undergoing
terrorist training were killed — and after four more US citizens were
killed in Karachi following the death sentence given to the Langley
CIA killer, Mir Aimal Kansi, the Clinton administration still looked
away from the terrorist activities of Pakistan. Therefore, it should be
obvious that if the US is still not able to determine whether Pakistan
is a terrorist state, this is not for want of evidence. Washington’s inde-
cisiveness is analogous to its inability to reach a finding on the Chi-
nese transfer of M-11 missiles to Pakistan in 1993, a transfer which
both Islamabad and Beijing have accepted. The rapidity of the U-turn
in US policy towards General Pervez Musharraf after having publicly
warned him against attempting a coup would tend to show that the
Pakistan army’s hold on US decision-makers is quite strong. This is
further borne out by the comments of the US spokesman in response
to Indian allegations of Pakistani involvement in the hijacking of IC
814. In spite of this country having been subjected to a proxy war over
10 years, successive Indian governments have tried to play down Pak-

Mr Vajpayee’s plea to the US to declare Pakistan a tefrorist state be-
come an alibi for the Indian government’s failure y6’come out with all
its evidence on Islamabad’s terrorist activities.
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_—"Musharraf calls

w0 for restraint

By Amit Baruah

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 5. Pakistan's mil-
itary ruler, Gen. Pervez Mushar-

i raf, has advised the Indian Prime

Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, to
“exercise restraint” in his state-
ments for any improvement in re-
lations  between the two
countries. He said it was up to In-
dia to create a conducive atmo-
sphere for talks, but Pakistan
would not “beg” India to resume
the stalled dialogue. <33}y 4‘7(,\,'

The General, talkingto Pakista-
ni reporters on Tuesday night,
was quoted as saying: “I never
imagined that Mr. Vajpayee

. would go to the extent of openly
! maligning Pakistan and accusing

us of hijacking (the Indian Air-
lines plane) which is totally false
and baseless.” Mr. Vajpayee, he
said, should “play cool” and not
try to create new problems be-
tween the two countries.

(Separately, the General was
quoted as telling CNN in the Pa-
kistani press that Pakistan would
not hesitate to use nuclear weap-
ons if its security was threatened.
“If the security of Pakistan is
threatened, surely we would not
allow Pakistan to die. That will
not be allowed,” he said when
asked under what conditions Pa-
kistan might use nuclear weap-
ons).

Gen. Musharraf told reporters
on Tuesday that the hijacking was
an Indian conspiracy. “Now I am

convinced that India had'hatched
a conspiracy against Pakistan.
This was their game, but it is good
that the international community
does not believe what they (the
Indians) are saying.”

“Initially, it was my suspicion
that India had a certain political
agenda, but now the way Mr. Vaj-
payee is continuously trying to in-
volve Pakistan in the hijacking, 1
have no doubt it was all pre-
planned to declare Pakistan a ter-

K osist state,” he alleged.

He said India did not appre-
ciate Pakistan's “‘sincere efforts”
to resolve the hijacking crisis on
humanitarian grounds. “They are
doing so (blaming Pakistan) be-
cause of their inept and ineffec-
tive handling of the hijacking
drama for which they are being
severely criticised by their own
people.”

India a ‘terrorist state’

“Whenever their is an internal
failure, the Indian leaders start
targeting Pakistan and this time
they had tried to put the blame of
the hijacking on Pakistan,” the
General maintained. He agreed
with a reporter that it was India
which should be declared a “ter-
rorist state” for sponsoring state
terrorism in Kashmir. “1 had no
intention to get myself involved in
this controversy but the way
events are unfolding one could
say it is India which should be de-
clared a terrorist state.”

.
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Pak co
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omplicity clear: Advani

Hijackers identified ® Four associates arrested in Mumbai

HT Correspondent
New Dethi, January 6

‘\*‘/,\qr\\

IN A major breakthrough in the\
Indian Airlines hijacking case, the
investigative agencies have arrest-
ed four key accomplices in
Mumbai, established the identity
of the five Pakistani hijackers and
come up with a lot of evidence on
Islamabad's "neck deep involve-
ment" in the whole episode.

Giving the details at a hurriedly
convened Press conference, Home
Minister L.K. Advani said two of
the arrested persons, Mohammad
Rehan and Mohammad Igbal, are
Pakistani nationals. The other two
are Yusuf Nepali of Nepal and
Abdul Latif, an Indian. All the
four are ISI operatives.

Their interrogation led to the
identification of the five hijackers:
Ibrahim Akhtar (from
Bahawalpur), Shahid Akhtar
Sayed (Gulshan Igbal, Karachi),
Sunny Ahmed Qazi (Defence
Area, Karachi), Mistri Zahoor
Ibrahim (Akhtar Colony, Karachi)
and Shakir (Sukkur City). All the
five hijackers are Pakistani nation-
als, Mr. Advani said.

To the hostages, they came to be
known as Chief, Doctor, Burger,
Bhola and Shankar respectively
during their week-long ordeal.

The Govt, according to the
Home Minister, is now in posses-
sion of irrefutable evidence on
Pakistan's complicity in the hijack-
ing episode.

Central intelligence agencies
had, in fact, achieved the break-
through on December 29, the sixth
day of the hijacking drama. On
that day, the agencies had inter-
cepted a message from an associ-
ate, based in Pakistan, to Abdul
Latif in Mumbai.

The message, meant to be passed
on to a television correspondent in
London, said that if the demands
were not met, the IA plane would
be blown up.

The investigating agencies have
re-confirmed the identity of the
hijackers from the coloured pho-
tographs, secured from the four
arrested persons.

The photogyphs were shown to

THE ROGUES’ GALLERY

Ibrahim Akhtar

Sunny Ahmed Qazi

Shahid A. Sayed

Shakir

‘Mistrl Z. ibrahim

the pilot and the other crew of the
hijacked aircraft.

All the four accomplices of the
hijackers are said to be activists of
the Harkat-ul-Ansar, the
Rawalpindi-based terrorist outfit
now rechristened as Harkat-ul-
Mujahedeen. They provided the
ground support to the hijackers in
"planning and executing their dia-
bolic mission”.

According to the Home Minister,
preparations for the hijack opera-
tions were spread over nearly two
months. The hijackers along with
Latif, made several trips to
Kathmandu during this period.

On Nov 1,1999, leader hijacker
Akhtar along with Latif left
Mumbai for Calcutta by air. The
twosome are alleged to have taken
a train to New Jalpaiguri followed

by a bus-ride for their final desti-

=

nation at Kathmandu. Latif is
reported to have returned to
Mumbai subsequently while leav-
ing behind Akhtar in the
Himalayan kingdom.

On Dec 1, 1999, Latif again made
a trip to Kathmandu but with
another member of the hijack-
team--Shakir. The duo took a dif-
ferent route this time , first travel-
ling to Gorakhpur by train and
from there to Kathmandu by bus.
On Dec 17, Latif took an Al flight
to Delhi and returned to Mumbai.

Mr Advani who gave a blow-by-
blow account of the hijacking
episode, said the CBI would inves-
tigate the incident. He said the
hijackers could face death penalty
for their crimes, including the mur-
der of passenger Rupen Katyal.

Mr Advani remarked during the

course of his Press meet that the

OF PAKISTAN'S COMPLICITY

& Shortly before IC 814 left Kathmandu, a Pakistan Emhassy car (42 CD14) with three officials reached the
airport. One Pak official went towards the departure lounge. He is believed to be the same person who
supplied RDX to a Punjab militant in Kathmandu some years ago.

. 2. Soon after the hijackers took control of the plane, they directed the pifot to progeed to Lahore.

*. ATC Lahore refused permission when the pilot made the request. But when thd ‘chief hijacker sought

-permission after taking off from Amristar dramatically, it was granted mmedyitely

- Thirty-three of the 36 militant-prisoners whose release was (initially) soughy'by the hijackers are Paklstams

5. Pak Govt had officially made two attempts earlier for Masood Azhar's rel
Babar requested, in writing to India's High Commissioner in ls
"on humanitarian grounds'. The request-was followed

6. And of course, the news from Pakistan that

k High
militants

xnels% that Azhar be released

war against terrorism had been a
protracted one, always and every-
where,all over the world. "No
country that has got the better of
this menace has had the lwxury of
following a smooth, linear path."

Elaborating further over the
hijack crisis, Mr Advani said that
Pakistan's well-established nexus’
with the continuing proxy wa&
against India,had sharply hi
lighted the mseparable mk
between the country's intérnal
security,the security of our borders
and also the protection /of our

unity and integrity. /

"The Government is Qctermmed
to make J&K and other parts of
the country free from.the menace
of terrorism consequent to our
success in tackling this problem in
Punjab,” the Home Minister
asserted. .

Interior Minister Nasiruliah Khan

misuoninNstelﬁnDeleS?
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FOUR ACCOMPLICES HELD IN MUMBAI

Hijackers identified, ISI

“' hand rev

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 6. Four key accom-
plices of the Pakistani hijackers
involved in the hijack of the Indi-
an Airlines Flight IC-814 have
been arrested in Mumbai, the
Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K.

Advani said here today. /},
Announcing the arrest o ‘(he
In-

four Pakistani Inter-Service
telligence (ISI) operatives in
Mumbai at a crowded press con-
ference, the Home Minister said
the vital breakthrough came
when the hijackers, through one
of their associates in Pakistan,
contacted their Mumbai associate
and asked him to tell a TV corre-
spondent in London to put out
the news on the international
channel that the plane would be
blown up if the demands of the
hijackers were not conceded.

“This conversation took place
on the night of December 29. The
cue was taken and the four were
rounded up,” the Home Minister
disclosed. _ Q A WV ;. -

The four zck d up by the Cen-
tral intelligence agencies and the
Mumbai police have been identi-
fied as: Mohammed Rehan, Mo-
hammed Igbal, both Pakistanis,
Yusuf Nepali, a Nepalese and Ab-
dul Latif, an Indian from Mumbai.
Latif was recruited by the ISI
while he was in the Gulf region.
He later underwent intensive

ealed: Advani

The five hijackers of the Indian Airlines plane: (L to R) Ibrahim Athar (brother of

Masood Azhar), Sunny Ahmed Kazi, Shahid Akhtar Sayed, Mistri Zahoor Ibrahim

and Rajesh Gopal Verma alias Shakir.

training in two camps in Pakistan
and Afghanistan. All the four op-
eratives had told their interroga-
tors that the hijacking of Flight
IC-814 was an ISI operation exe-
cuted with the assistance of Har-
kat-ul Ansar.

The four were Mumbai-based
associates of the hijackers and
Abdul Latif had made several trips
to Kathmandu over the past two

. months.

The four were activists of the
Harkat-ul-Ansar, a fundamental-
ist outfit based in Rawalpindi,
which after being declared a “ter-
rorist organisation” by the U.S. in
1997, rechristened itself as Har-
kat-ul-Mujahideen.

Mr. Advani also released the
photographs of the five hijackers
and identified them as (1) Ibra-

him Athar, (2) Shahid Akhtar Say-
eed, (3) Sunny Ahmed Qazi, (4)
Mistri Zahoor Ibrahim and (5)
Shakir. He said all the five hijack-
ers were Pakistanis.

To the passengers of the plane,
they were known as (1) Chief (2)
Doctor (3) Burger (4) Bhola and
(5) Shankar — the names by
which the hijackers invariably ad-
dressed one another. Mr. Advani
said that photographs of the hi-
jackers — who were wearing
masks most of the time — had al-
so been shown to the passengers
and the crew members who had
been able to identify them. It is
also learnt that the hijackers were
carrying two AK- 47 rifles, seven
pistols, 11 grenades, 25 kg of ex-
plosives and Rs. 2.5 lakhs in cash.

Offering substantial evidence of

% T

Pakistan’s complicity in the hi-
jacking, Mr. Advani released co-
pies of two crucial pieces of
communication where the Pakis-
tani Government had requested
the release of Masood Azhar.
While the first letter of June 19,
1996 by Maj. Gen. (Retd.) Nasirul-
lah Khan Babar, Interior Minister,
to the then Indian High Commis-
sioner, Mr. Satish Chandra, in Is-
lamabad requested the release of
Azhar on humanitarian grounds,
the second letter of December 15,
1997 by the Pakistani High Com-
mission in New Delhi to the Min-
istry of External Affairs, urged
consular access to Masood Azhar.

The release of Azhar was also
demanded by the hijackers, Mr.
Advani said.

The hijackers movements: Page 13



¢..® LOUDNESS OF THE LAMBS

hari Vajpayee government to prove

Islamabad’s involvement in the hi-
jack of Indian Airlines flight 814 was dis-
mal. The Union home minister, Mr L.K. Ad-
vani, provided circumstantial evidence
that many Pakistani nationals were in-
volved in the hijack. There was no evi-
dence that the regime of Mr Pervez
Musharraf had a hand. Few doubt, at home
or abroad, that Pakistan is a prime suspect.
However, the court of world opinion can-
not convict on such slender grounds. India
isindanger of eroding its own internation-
al credentials.

T he maiden attemp(t%(}\the Atal Be-

emies by circumventing the judicial
process. It is no surprise then that New

' Delhi is at a loss to make a legal case.

Thanks to a plethora of preventive deten-
tion laws, the authorities have forgotten

how to convict a terrorist before a bench.
Even before he seized power, Mr
Musharraf was known to believe the Kash-
mir insurgency was a means to tie down, if
not break up, a militarily stronger India.
Pakistan’s ruler also believes south Asia’s
nuclear weaponization means India can-
not militarily respond to covert provoca-
tions. In other words, Pakistan can support
terrorism without being

The flimsiness of the

overly concerned about

goraments e s 3o Afierbungling the 1 et i
persuading the world and is hijack, New Delhiis  gq4 try to respond, the

seeking only to reassure its
domestic constituency.
Hence the recent fire
breathing by the defence
minister, Mr George Fer-

now posturing and
making claims
without proof. To
portray India as irre-

threat of a nuclear conflict
would trigger internation-
al intervention — which
would also rebound in Pak-
istan’s favour. Mr Mushar-

nandes. New Delhi finds . raf recently laid out the nu-
posturing before the Indian SpOHSlble t_O the world clear argument again on
public easier than tyinga ~ COMmMunity may be  CNN. This strategy moti-

military and diplomatic
noose around Islamabad.

what Islamabad wants

vated Islamabad’s Kargil
incursion but was foiled by

Diplomatically, India
needs to move on three fronts. It needs to
painstakingly piece together evidence of
Pakistan’s involvement in the Kashmir in-
surgency and its links with international
Islamic terror. Hurriedly put together
press conferences and overblown rhetoric
impress only the gullible. A sound case will
require years of piecing together.

Second, New Delhi needs to become
more active in international efforts to curb
terrorism. Until the Eighties, India tacitly
backed many groups that hijacked aircraft
and planted bombs arcund the world.
Kashmir and Punjab made New Delhi
change its tune, but it still avoided global
agreements or statements denouncing ter-
rorism per se. More important, the hard
kernel of anti-terrorist diplomacy is a net-
work of detailed, bilateral agreements.
India has only recently started signing
such treaties. Third, India needs to revive
the use of thejudiciary in the domestic bat-
tle against terrorism. For years, India has
allowed its security forces to fight these en-

w

India’s policy of restraint.
But the nuclear shield is also why Pakistan
continues to support cross-border terror-
ism. If the hijack was indeed mastermind-
ed by Islamabad, it would indicate a plan to
spread terrorism into an arena beyond
Kashmir.

New Delhi needs to be wary of falling
into another Pakistani trap. Islamabad’s
reasons for encouraging terrorism are not
dissimilar to the motives behind Kargil.
Mr Musharraf would like the hijack to
make the Vajpayee government look impo-
tent domestically and irresponsible inter-
nationally, Indian bungling during the hi-
jack has granted him his first goal. State-
ments like the recent one by Mr Fernandes
that seem to imply India is prepared to
fight conventional wars despite Pakistan’s
nuclear arsenal may help Mr Musharraf
arrive at his second goal. During the hijack
New Delhi alternated between panic and
paralysis. After the hijack the Vajpayee
government is merging hotheaded impuls-
es with a lack of strategy.

-
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submits report

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE (" \ & J ﬁJL—/
—L
NEW DELHI, Jan. 7. — The Subrahmanyam commlttee set up to

review the Kargil conflict, submitted its report to the Prime

Minister today “excising” even as it did so, information, the disclo-
sure of which would not be in public interest.

A statement issued by the National Security Council Secretariat
which serviced the committee says it undertook its work in a spir-
it of complete openness, objectivity and transparency in which it
received the fullest possible cooperation from the government, the
armed forces, the Intelligence agencies and the Jammu and
Kashmir government.

Citing the reasons for withholding sensiti L information,
the statement says during the course of ifs inquiry the
committee accessed highly classified informatjon both in the
form of documentation and through its discussions with the
leadership, officials, civilian and military and retired persons
whieh were reduced to paper as authenticated records of discus-
sions.

“Conscious of the fact that the disclosure of some of this informa-
tion would not be in the public interest for reasons of national
security, the committee has itself excised the same from its
report. In doing so it has followed a well-established procedure
prevalent in many democracies.”

The committee, which was set up on 29 July last year, has sub-
mitted a voluminous report running into 17 volumes and 2 000
pages.

Headed by Mr K Subrahmanyam, the committee was
mandated by the government tofeview the events leading up
to the Pakistani aggression ip-the Kargil district and to “recom-
mend such measures as considered necessary to safeguard
national security.

THE STATESMAN
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Kargil repori kept
under wraps in
national inferest

N

HT Correspondent @
New Delhi, January 7
THE KARGIL Review Committee
today presented Prime Minister
Atal. Behari Vajpayee its volumi-
nous report on the Kargil conflict,
detailing the events that led to the
Pakistani aggression in the Kargil
district of J& K last year. H@ \,

The 2000-page report, er,
does not contain some of the high-
ly classified information that the
committee had accessed during its
deliberations. The sensitive details
were not given “in the public inter-
est for reasons of national securi-
ty.” The report was to be submit-
ted by Oct 31, last year but was
delayed due to Lok Sabha polls.

The committee headed by noted
security  affairs  expert K.
Subrahmanyam, comprised senior
journalist B. G. Verghese and Lt.
Gen K.K. Hazari (retd.). Mr Satish
Chandra, Secretary, National
Security Council Secretariat, was
the member-Secretary of the com-
mittee.

Mr Subrahmanyam said it was
for the government to decide
whether to make the report public
or not. The report could be shared
with the Opposition. Asked if the
report had drawn attention to any
“lapses,” he said “if there were no
lapses, what was the need for insti-
tuting an inquiry.”

The government set up the com-
mittee on July 29, 1999 and its
terms of reference were “to review
the events leading up to the
Pakistani aggression in the Kargil
district of Ladakh in Jammu and
Kashmir,” and “to recommend
such measures as are considered
necessary to safeguard national
security against such armed intru-
sions.”

The report has been presented in
17 volumes.” ~

Qv~ Although th cémm fee was not

statutory in nature, the govern-
ment had issued specific directions
to concerned Ministries and agen-
cies to provide it the widest possi-
ble access to all relevant docu-
ments including secret and top
secret papers. There was similar
advice to the J and K government.

An announcement by the com-
mittee stated that it held over 100
meetings and interacted with emi-
nent political leaders, senior civil-
tan and military officers, serving
and former diplomats, journalists,
members of the public and others.
The committee met the Prime
Minister, former President R.
Venkataraman, former Prime
Ministers, Mr V.P Singh, Mr LK.
Gujral and Mr P. V. Narasimha
Rao, and the Home, External
Affairs and Defence Ministers

The others interviewed by the
committee included the National
Security Adviser, the Cabinet
Secretary, Service Chiefs,
Secretaries of the Ministries con-
cerned, Chiefs of Intelligence
Services and young Army officers
who were directly involved in the
operations.

The committee was given presen-
tations by all three Services and
other concerned agencies. It circu-
lated questionnaires to various
organisations to obtain relevant
information.

The committee toured J and K
on four occasions to get a feel of
the terrain and to interact with the
local leaders and important offi-
cials—both civil and military—and
the media. It also visited
Bangalore for a discussion with
experts on future technological
options

The committee examined media
reports which appeared in the

wake of the confljgt to look for
’uEéTuﬂTeads/ )
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Bawahalpur (Pakistan)

7 JANUARY

MAULANA MASOOD Azhar,
Pakistani militant freed by India
to end the hijacking of an Indian
Airlines plane, on Friday threat-
ened a holy war against India at a
prayer meeting. ql Vv -
He urged the meh in the con-
gregation to sign up to fight
agamst Indian rule in the Kash-
mir regign. “There is no way open
for us/other than to wage jihad
/ war) against India” to
achieve the goal, Azhar told thou-
sahds of people who gathered out-
de a mosque to hear his sermon.

“I have come here to give a
call for jihad,” Azhar said.

The people responded with
raised fists and promised to join
the insurgency in Kashmir.
Hero’s welcome: Masood Azhar
received a hero’s welcome from
family and friends when he re-
turned home on Friday, witness-
es said.

They said hundreds of people
welcomed Masood Azhar as he
reached his house in Bhawalpur
town, about 120 km (75 miles)
south of the city of Multan in
Punjab province.

Azhar, who was released
from an Indian jail last week,
was embraced by his weeping fa-
ther and brothers and was sur-
rounded by dozens of Muslim ac-
tivists and clerics who showered
him with flower petals.

Azhar said he was against hi-
jacking and did not know the hi-
jackers who demanded that he
and two other militants held in
Indian jails be released in ex-
change for the hostages.

“I oppose terrorism,” Azhar
said as he landed in Multan air-
port before leading a motorcade
of admirers to his hometown. “I
do not know who those people
(hijackers) were,” he added.

Azhar and the two others
were exchanged for the 155
hostages in Kandahar on New
Year’s Eve and driven away from
the airport with the hijackers.

He said the hijackers left on
their own a short time later,
adding that he was not stopped at
the Pakistani border of Chaman
when he entered the country.

The other two militants en-
tered Pakistan with him.

Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar, a
Kashmiri, returned to the Pak-
istani-controlled part of Kashmir
but the third, Ahmad Omar
Saeed Sheikh, who also holds a
British passport, has not ap- |
peared in public.

Zargar was greeted by cele- :
brating Kashmiri militants when :
he arrived in Muzaffarabad, cap- !
ital of what Pakistan calls Azad :
Kashmir, or Free Kashmir, on !
Tuesday night. — Agencies

The Economic Times
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India supports U.S.
demand to prosecute
Maulana Masood

NEW DELHI: India on Friday
termed as “entirely understand-
able” the statement by the United
States asking Pakistan to prosecute
Maulana Masood Azhar, one the
three militants released in ex-
change for hostages of the hijacked
Indian Airlines, for his speech in
Karachi threatening Amerjcans
and Indians. 23 VI

Reacting to the“statement of U
state department spokesman James
Rubin, a spokesman of the ministry
of external affairs (MEA) told re-
porters here that such strong state-
ments had not emanated for the
first time from terrorist groups
which have been aliowed to thrive
in Pakistan.

Mr Rubin sternly warned it
would hold Islamabad responsible
for Azhar’s “terrorist” activities
which threaten the lives of Indian
and U.S.citizens.

The MEA spokesman recalled
that the terrorist group Lashkar-e-
Toiba, during its recent convention
in Lahore, had made statements
calling for jihad (holy war) against
the U.S. and India and threatened
violence against various countries
and their leaders.

“Pakistan has chosen to overlook
such statements,” he said, adding
that last November New Delhi had
brought to the notice of Islamabad
the statements made during such
terrorist conventions. He said Pak-
istan responded by contending that
it respected freedom of speech. Is-
lamabad, he said, did not take into
account the fact that such speeches
and statements incited and threat-
ened violence.

Earlier, Mr Rubin had sternly
warned Pakistan on terrorism after
a threatening speech made by
Aczhar in Karachi on Wednesday.
“With respect to the speech of Ma-
sood Azhar, we find deplorable and
unacceptable his reported remarks
about destroying America and In-
dia. Such language feeds a climate
of hostility against both countries
and incites violence,” Mr Rubin
noted.

Mr Rubin said Washington
would hold Islamabad responsible
should the militant’s activities
threaten U.S. interests. “Pakistan
must assure the safety of Ameri-
cans, Indians and all foreigners in
Pakistan,” he said. Mr Rubin called
on Pakistan to investigate whether
Azhar’s activities were legal. He in-
sisted that no country “permits ter-
rorist activities to be organised
from its soil”.

On Wednesday, before a crowd
of thousands at an Islamic seminary
in Karachi, Azhar said the struggle

to rid Kashmir of Indian authority
would continue. “Tell the Indians
and those who have suppressed
Muslims that mujahideen are a
force of Allah and will hoist the flag
of Islam in this world soon,” he told
the crowd. “I have only come here
because I need colleagues. I need
mujahideen who can fight for
the liberation of Kashmir. I will not

e at peace till Muslims get liberat-
ed,” he said. “So marry for jihad,
give birth for jihad and earn money
only for jihad till"the cruelty of
America and India ends. But India
first.”

Asked whether Pakistan will nec-
essarily be placed now on the list of
countries that support terrorism or
harbour terrorists, Mr Rubin said, “I
am not going to speculate on the fu-
ture. T think I used some quite
strong language about our views on
Pakistan’s responsibilities here.”

“When and if the secretary of
state (Madeleine Albright) places
new countries on the terrorist list,
will inform you and I don’t think
there is any need to speculate in ad-
vance of that,” he added.

Meanwhile, Azhar returned
home to an emotional welcome,
witnesses said on Friday. A crowd
of 200 relatives and friends met
Azhar when he arrived late on
Thursday in his home town, Ba-
hawalpur, in central Pakistan, 100
kilometers south of Multan, the
witnesses said. (Agencies)

T
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Pak tells

Masood
to lie low

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA /7, . X
D \ A\l

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 8.
Seemingly buckling under US
pressure, the Pakistan interior
ministry has asked Masood
Azhar to refrain from making
outbursts against foreign coun-

tries, including the USA."\&E
s

Masood, who reached
hometown on Friday, has bden
advised to lie low and not agi-
tate public sentiments. The
ministry took the decision after
USA warned Pakistan yester-
day following the ultra’s jehad
call against America and India.

dence ... India has not contagt-
ed Pakistan at all since the
hijack drama ended,” he said.

“They (Indians) were in touch
with us during the hijacking
and we gave them all assis-
tance as required by them,” he
claimed. “But since then, they
have not contacted us.
Pakistan had to call publicly
for information if any was
available with India as they
have been claiming.”

“We had said they should pro-
vide us with whatever informa-
tion they have on the hijackers’
identity or transcripts of talks

Yesterday, the
US state de-
partment spo-

8 More reports on pages
6 and 10

- which they ex-
clusively held
with the hijack-

kesman, Mr Ja-
mes Rubin, said that Pakistan

would be held responsible if

Masood continued indulging in

such threats. YU -V

Responding td India’s sta
ment that Pakistan must try or
deport the hijackers, Islamabad
today said it will try them as per
law if they are apprehended.

“If we can get hold of the
hijackers, we will try them in
accordance with the law,” for-
eign office spokesman, Mr
Tariq Altaf, said in an inter-
view on CNN last night.

Mr Altaf, however, accused
India of not providing any infor-
mation about the hijackers and
launching a campaign to declare

- Pakistan a terrorist state.

“We had in fact expected that
India would give us some evi-

ers. But they
had not given us anything at
all,” he said.
India’s efforts on: The Union
HRD minister, Mr Murli
Manohar Joshi, today said that
India was still trying to get
Pakistan declared a terrorist
state, but diplomatic ties with
Islamabad would not be cut,
adds UNI from Jaipur.
Addressing a news conference
there, Mr Joshi said he saw no
reason to snap links with the
neighbouring country. “I don’t
find any reason for such a step.
Moreover, it is premature as of
now to think of it.”
Echoing Mr Joshi’s sentiment,
Mr Brajesh Mishra said India
has initiated steps seeking'’
global cooperation in declaring
Pakistan a terrorist state.
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«MMake Kargil Public,

It is symptomatic of the information gap in this country that the mi Elia
seems to have assumed that the K Subrahmanyam committee, whichihas
just submitted its report on the Kargil war, did not want the government
to make its findings public. In fact, the opposite is the case. The Kargil re-
view committee has submitted its report in four and a half months,
which, by Indian standards for commissions and committees, is some-
thing of a record. The criticism that without being empowered under the
Commissions of Enquiries Act the committee would not have access to
classified documents as well as officials whose views, perceptions and ac-
counts are absolutely vital for the review has been totally belied. The
committee has been able to interact with everyone from the prime min-
ister down to young officers who fought in Kargil, as well as field officers
in the intelligence organisations. The committee has rightly focussed on
' what went wrong rather than on who was responsible for the alleged
lapses that the media has written about. On the basis of the committee’s
findings on what went wrong, Parliament and the concerned govern-
ment organisations will be in a position to fix responsibility for such laps-
€s as may come to light. More important are the committee’s recommen-
dations on measures considered necessary to safeguard national security
against such armed intrusions in future. The committee’s press statement
makes it clear that it is in favour of the release of the report for debate in
the country. The committee has highlighted the fact that it has itself ex-
cised sensitive information that it is not in the public interest to disclose
and has submitted a report that the government can straightaway re-
lease. The committee has not permitted the government the ground to
plead that it has to go through the report and review it from the point of
view of security before releasing it.

To date, India has not had a precedent for this kind of committee or
report. The Henderson-Brookes report of 1963 was an inhouse enquiry
ordered by the army chief and carried out by two uniformed officers
subordinate to the army chief. That committee had access only to army
documents and had no access to politicians, civilian officials and intelli-
gence agencies. Having gone this far in making available to the Kargil
committee all classified information and having allowed the concerned
ministers and senior officials to be interviewed by the committee, the
government would be hurting its own interests if the Subrahmanyam
committee report is not immediately published. The longer the delay, the
greater the likelihood of leakages, distortions and motivated twists issu-
ing forth. The committee’s findings and recommendations should be of
great relevance even as next year’s defence budget is to come up before
Parliament. The government has a lot to benefit from in terms of its
credibility not only in respect of this issue but also on other enquiries
and committees it may have to initiate in future. By publishing this pog-
port without delay, the government has a unique opportunity to estab-
lish a new norm in terms of transparency and accountability.
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‘Fake notes were printed

at Pak Security Press’

Sudhi Ranjan Sen \) A
Kathmandu, January @ \f)\'\

e E COUNTERFEIT curr&n-

; cy seized from a Pakistani

%. diplomat on January 2 was
printed at the Pakistani Security
Press, senior officials of the
Nepalese Central Bank told The
Hindustan Times today. Indian

on
Kathmandu

Passports soon?

ALL INDIANS travelling to
Nepal may soon need pass-
ports, senior officials of the
Nepal Government indicated
Sunday.
said a
Working Committee compris-

Pakistan embassy (42 CD\’@J&&

used by these two officials to go the
airport.

Officials at the airport questioned
by the police here have confirmed
that the two officials had entered the
departure lounge to deliver the
packet, which was not subjected to
any check because they enjoy diplo-
matic immunity.

in
Joint

Sources

experts who examined the counter-
feit notes are said to have told their
counterparts here that the counter-
feit notes are "even better then the
ones legally printed in India".
Significantly, apart from Asam
Saboor, the Pakistani diplomat who

ing senior officers of the gov-
ernments of Nepal and India is
examining the post-hijack situa-
tion and it has been felt that the
present system of recognising
"any and every document" as
valid travel document must be
HTC, Kathmandu

The seizure of counterfeit currency
and the visit of the two diplomats
suggest the Pakistan embassy here
co-ordinates all ISI activity in Nepal.

Ijaaz Hussain Minaz, Counsellor
(Political) of Pakistan here, and
Cheema are suspected to be the key

was arrested following a sting opera-

stopped.
tion that uncovered fake Rs 500 *--

ISI operators in Kathmandu.

notes, another senijor official of the Pak embassy is
also believed to have been present when the notes
exchanged hands.

Though the Pakistan embassy has described Saboor
as an upper division clerk in the embassy, independent
inquires suggest that Saboor holds a very senior posi-
tion and is addressed as "Sir" by senior Pakistan diplo-
mats in Kathmandu.

Investigations into the hijacking of the Indian
Airlines IC 814 have also revealed that First Secretary
of Pakistan stationed in Nepal, Arshad Cheema, and
another official of the embassy, Zia Ansari, had visit-
ed the departure lounge of Tribhuvan airport. They
are believed to have handed over a packet to a person
on the day the plane was hijacked. A vehicle of the

They are also credited with extend-
ing the ISI's presence and its area of operation in
Nepal in a big way in the last two years.

Efforts of The Hindustan Times to contact them for
their comments failed. Pakistan embassy officials
claimed that they were out of the country.

Inquires further reveal that the Pakistan embassy
has 25 registered diplomats in Kathmandu. Fourteen
of them are suspected to be ISI operators functioning
directly from the embassy.

Some of the key agents identified include
Mohammed Raja Jail and Mohammed Tariq Ali and
Col Mohammed Saeed Aleem.

According to sources, the number of diplomats in
the Pak embassy "far exceeds Pak trade and bilateral
interests" in Nepal.’
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~Pak. had ‘prior knowledge’

po

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 9. Nine days after the hijacking
of the Indian Airlines plane has ended, cir-
cumstantial evidence pointing to Pakistan’s
involvement in the episode continue to pour
in.

Highly-placed sourcgs re said that fresh
information was now availgble to suggest that
Pakistan had prior knowlddge of the hijack.
According to them, the Qorps Commander
and the Governor of Pakistan Punjab, had po-
sitioned themselves at the Lahore airport even
before the plane had taken off from the Amrit-
sar airport.

All access to Lahore Airport had been sealed
by then. Medical and other reinforcements
had been kept ready in advance. However, the
“medical team” actually comprised intelli-
gence operatives who entered the aircraft and
reportedly passed on fresh instructions to the
hijackers. In fact, the late Rippan Katyal was
refused any medical attention at Lahore. The
Corps Commander and the Governor left the
airport within five minutes of the plane taking
off.

Sources also point out that Pakistan’s em-
pathy for the hijackers was also evident in its
decision to delay the takeoff of the helicopters
carrying the Indian High Commissioner to La-
hore by almost three hours thereby prevent-

ing his interventign.
Besides, thp_/Air Traffic Control (ATC) in

Karachi, it is said, was also aware of the return
of the hijack plane from Abu Dhabi to Kanda-
har via Pakistani airspace in advance.

The interception of the conversations at
Kandahar between the hijackers with the op-
eratives in Pakistan as well as the decision of
the hijackers and the insurgents who were re-
leased to get into Pakistan at the earliest fur-
ther implicate Islamabad.

Soon after the hijack, contacts has been es-
tablished between India and the Taliban in
New York. The dialogue between the two par-
ties subsequently had several ups and downs
before the hijacking drama ended in Kanda-
har on December 31.

Indian officials got in touch with the Taliban
in Islamabad when the plane was returning
from a military airfield in Abu Dhabi to Kan-
dahar. Indian negotiators in the initial phase
told the Taliban that the safety of the pas-
sengers and the crew was of paramount im-
portance. Consequently, the plane once it
landed in Kandahar should not be allowed to
take off until the hijacking was terminated.
New Delhi pointed out that any negative out-
come to the crisis would only further sully the
already tarnished international image of the
Taliban. The Taliban initially, however, made
it explicit that it wished to steer clear of the
hijacking as far as possible. In fact, it declared
that the United Nations should get involved in
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ending the emergency and Indian officials ~changed, g
must talk to the hijackers directly.

of IA plane hijack

By this time, contacts with the U.N. in New
York had been established on December 24
itself. Indian officials were also in touch with
the U.N. representative in Afghanistan, Mr
Erik de Mul, who is based in Islamabad. India
made it clear to the U.N. that it was not seek-
ing mediation by the world body. But the or-
ganisation had a role to play in ensuring the
safety and welfare of the hostages.

Negotiations with the Taliban ended an *in-
tense phase” by December 26. It became clear
then that Masood Azhar was the central figure
in this episode and one of his brothers was the
likely hijacker of the plane.

A “‘softening” of the Taliban’s approach to
negotiations was now becoming visible. On
India’s insistence, the Corps Commander of
the Taliban in Kandahar publicly declared
that the Taliban would storm the plane in case
the hijackers harmed any of the passengers.

Sources pointed out that India by now had
accumulated a much larger body of circum-
stantial evidence to implicate Pakistan than
what the United States had obtained against
Osama Bin Laden.

The interactions with the Taliban shows
that the group continues to remain greatly de-
pendent on Pakistan. India’s stance on Af=”
ghanistan revolving round the récognition of
the Northern alliance headed by the Presi-
dent, Mr. Burhanuddin Rabbani, remains un-

Pak. being watched: Page 13




ﬁakisggnp 1s reaq;
India without

WASHINGTON: Pakistan wants
to resume bilateral talks with India
without any preconditions and with
third party international interces-
sion in a “Track II”” approach to-
wards resolving all outstanding is-
sues between the two sides, Pak-
istan’s ambassador to U.S. Malecha
Lodhi said.

“We are ready to go anywhere,
talk at any place as we would like to
resume bilateral negotiations with-
out preconditions...,” Lodhi told
CNN in an interview Monday
night. The ambassador said her
country would like third party in-
tercession to solve all outstanding
issues with India. India is opposed
to third-party intervention in bilat-
eral issues.

“We believe in a “Track II  ap-
proach to try to resolve issues be-
tween us, one track being bilateral
talks and the other being third party
mternational intercession,” she said.

“Half a century of conflict and
confrontation has shown that an-
tagonism between the two coun-
tries is so strong that unless there is
international third party interces-
sion they are not going to be able to
look ahead at this century as a cen-
tury of peace and of better life for

the one billion people who live in
South Asia,” Lodhi said.

“I think we have to ask the ques-
tion about opportunity costs that
both countries have to entail or
confront as a result of this continu-
ing confrontation,” she said.

On the hijacking of an Indian Air-
lines plane recently, Lodhi said:
“Pakistan has declared from the
outset when the hijacking took
place that it deplores and condemns
any criminal act of terrorism.” She
said Pakistan has since been on the
lookout to see if the hijackers are to
be found in Pakistan, adding, “Of
course, they will be immediately ar-
rested and prosecuted.”

She agreed that the hijacking
saga had heightened tension be-
tween the two countries.

Meanwhile, high-level British
and U.S. delegations would arrive
in Pakistan this week to try to push
the country’s military rulers to set a
time-frame for the return of
democracy, diplomats said Tuesday.

A four-member Congressional
delegation lead by Senate Democ-
ratic leader Tom Daschle arrives on
Thursday, one day after Britain’s
chief of defence staff Sir Charles
Guthtie was to arrive for a three-
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for. tall

any 'preconditions

s with

day visit. “I know they will discuss
the military’s plans for a return to
democratic government in Pak-
istan,” a U.S. embassy official said.
Daschle’s two-day visit was to
have taken place before the coup in
October but was delayed by a bud-
get fight in Congress. It will be the
highest level U.S. visit since Gen
Musharraf seized power.

The embassy official said he ex-
pected Daschle’s talks with Gen
Musharraf to cover a range of top-
ics, including regional security and
the nuclear Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty. Pakistani critics of the
treaty say it will prevent Islamabad
from developing and modernising
its nuclear weapon system, which
they see as a deterrent to the nu-
clear programme of India.

In London, a foreign office
spokesman said Guthrie’s mission
was aimed at establishing high-lev-
el British contact with Musharraf
without endorsing his takeover.
“The visit is not a sign of return to
business as usual. He will be mak-
ing it clear that the British govern-
ment views the military coup as un-
acceptable and we are looking to
Gen Musharraf to restore democ-
racy,” the spokesman said. (agencies)
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Pakistin irks

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Britain’s chief of\de-
fence staff Sir Charles Guthrie’s
three-day visit to Pakistan this week
has disappointed India. New Delhi
believes this kind of high-level con-
tact goes against the spirit of the
Durban Summit which had come
down heavily on the military regime
of General Pervez Musharraf.

India frets the visit will give just
the kind of legitimacy to the mili-

' tary regime which African and

Caribbean states as well as India
were opposed to at the Common-
wealth Summit. The defence chief’s
timing of the visit soon after the hi-

! jacking in which India charges Pak-
!istan of complicity makes matters
I worse. Officials feel that UK. has

not been “sensitive to Indian con-
cerns.” Strangely enough, despite
these concerns New Delhi has not
formally aired its misgivings.
Britain has not kept the visit a se-
cret: India knew about it, but there
were no protests. Britain denies
that the visit will in anyway confer
legitimacy to the General. “The vis-
it is not a sign of return to business
as usual. Sir Guthrie will be making
‘'t clear that the British government

defence chief’s visit

-4,
India

views the military coup as unac-
ceptable and we are looking to
General Musharraf to restore
democracy,” a British spokesman
said in London on Tuesday.

“Sir Charles will also take the op-
portunity to underline British con-
cerns about security issues and our
expectation that Pakistan will play a
responsible role in ensuring stability
within the region.” The spokesman
added that Sir Guthrie and Gen
Musharraf knew each other well
from earlier military contacts.

Indian officials are not entirely
convinced. Minister of external af-
fairs Jaswant Singh who will meet
British foreign secretary Robin
Cook on Friday is likely to raise
New Delhi’s worries that engaging
the General may not be the answer.

During the hijack crisis, though
Mr Cook spoke to Mr Singh by
telephone several times, London
had not said a word. The EU issued
a statement on behalf of the group,
but the UK. gave no separate state-
ment, as it did during the Kargil in-
trusion. These little things are wor-
rying India, but will probably be
solved when Mr Singh and Mr
Cook meet.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
13 JAN 20D



“USA, Britain tell
. Pakistan to
ban Harkat

"

INDIA ABRXﬂD NEWS SERVICE

ISLLAMABAD, Jan. 15. — The
USA and Britain have asked
Pakistan's Chief Executive,
Censval Pervez Musharraf, to
the extremist ‘group sus-
ted of hijacking Indian
ines flight IC 814 in the
first step of a crackdown on ter-
rorist groups.

Officials from the two coun-
tries privately asked Gen.
Musharraf to ban the Harkat-
ul Mujahideen and disband its
nrganisational presence in
Pakisian, NNI news agency
said. They also sought curbs on
other terrorist groups active in
Pakistan and improved rela-
tions with India.

The hand of the Harkat-ul
Mujahideen, known previously
as the Harkat-ul Ansar, was
suspected in the Christmas-eve
hijacking of the Kathmandu-
Delhi flight.

In the first high-level meet-
ings between Western officials
and Pakistan's military regime,
four US Senators and Britain's
Chief of Defence Staff, General
Charles Guthrie, held talks
with senior Pakistani officials
including Gen. Musharraf.

Although their visits were
separately planned, Britain

. and the USA are closely coop-

erating in submitting a list of

* benchmarks which the army

should meet if Pakistan is to
regain international acceptabil-
ity, gain time to carry out
reforms and secure much need-
ed loans from the World Bank
and IMF.

Senior Western officials said
they would like to see
Islamabad curb known terror
groups operating from its soil,
sign the CTBT and make posi-
tive moves towards bringing
about peace in Afghanistan.

They also want help in captur-
ing Saudi renegade Osama bin
I.aden, and are pressing Paki-
stan to improve relations with
India and set a timetable for

the restoration of democracy.

They said the first and most
important step would be to
curb the activities of the
Harkat, which the USA has
already designated a terrorist
group. The Harkat has
achieved the greatest interna-
tional notoriety for terrorist
acts against Westerners.

India has accused Pakistan of
being involved in the hijacking
and demanded that the world
declare it a terrorist state.
Pakistan derffe§%he charges.

Both the US and British visi-
tors expressed grave concern

General Pervez Musharraf

about the escalating war of
words between India and
Pakistan, but said there was no
proof to back Indian charges
that Pakistan was involved in
the hijacking.

However, they sought a strong
statement from Pakistan con-
demning terrorism backed by
action against the most active
groups such as Harkat.

"I stressed the need (to Gen.
Musharraf) for Pakistan to join
international efforts to eradi-
cate international terrorism in
all its forms,” Gen. Guthrie told
journalists after his meeting
with Gen. Musharraf. "Every-
thing is now up to General

Musharraf to convince us tnat
he is taking steps in the right
direction".

The US Senators said they
were appreciative of Gen.

A

Musharraf's attempts to "put

Pakistan back on the rails," but
Washington was still looking
for concrete measures towards
resolving the social and eco-
nomic mess in Pakistan and
curbing terrorism.

.Diplomats said that as
Pakistanis were getting impa-
tient with a lack of progress in
the army's reform agenda,
Western capitals were also get-
ting impatient.

This message will be deliv-
ered even more strongly to
Pakistan next week when a
high-level US diplomatic mis-
sion headed by Assistant
Secretary of State, Mr Karl
Inderfurth, which will include
top counter-terrorism officials,
visits Islamabad.

Western diplomats said Mr
Inderfurth would be delivering
a very tough message to Paki-
stan as the USA wanted to see
measures taken on the ground.

Also at stake is a trip to
South Asia by President Bill
Clinton at the end of March.
Although Mr Clinton was pre-
sumed to have cancelled his
trip to Pakistan because of the
coup and the government's
inability to give a timetable for
a return to democracy and
would now only visit India and
Bangladesh, diplomats said the
President could still come to
Islamabad if certain positive
steps were taken by Pakistan.

Curbing the Harkat and other
such groups is not risk-free for
the junta because it could
unleash a backlash from
Pakistani and Kashmiri
Islamic fundamentalist groups.

However, it is clear that
Pakistan needs to distance
itself from the extremism of
some groups in order to ensure
that its Kashmiri cause 1s not
jeopardised, NNI said
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- ‘Initiative now lies

C?C\’/ ¢ \

India has practically
avoided all contact
with Pakistan, savs
its High Commissioner
in an interview to
AUNOHITA
MAJUMDAR

CCUSING India of

carrying out a hostile

anti-Pakistan cam-

paign without any

upportive evidence,
Pakistan High Commissioner in
New Delhi Ashraf Jehangir
Qazi says the initiative now
rests with India to change its
attitude and take cognisance of
the realities including the need
to improve relations between
the two nuclear neighbours.

In an interview with The
Statesman, Qazi said the Indian
government must first take cog-
nisance of the popular domestic
support for the government in
Pakistan and engage with it
and begin an unconditional
result-oriented dialogue for a
principled settlement of the
Kashmir issue.

Referring to the international
community's call to both coun-
tries to initiate dialogue and
resolve issues and take steps to
prevent any nuclear mishaps,
he said, “and yet India has prac-
tically avoided all contact with
Pakistan. This does not appear
to be a responsible approach.
Pakistan does not solicit or beg
for dialogue. Pakistan recognis-
es its responsibility and is pre-
pared for dialogue as and when
India is ready. But it takes two
hands to clap”.

On the steps required to
defuse tensions, the High
Commissioner said India would
have to recognise the popular
response to the regime in
Pakistan and its domestic agen-
da and to “engage with it as
every other country in the world
is prepared to do”. It should also
recognise that the Pakistan
Chief Executive had made posi-
tive, realistic and sincere state-
ments. “They need to recipro-
cate that by agreeing to an
unconditional, serious, result-
oriented dialogue so that we can
restore the Lahore process and
the dialogue process and move
forward to a principled Kashmir

with India’

settlement in accordance with
the wishes of the people of
Kashmir” which would also cre-
ate the space for movement on
other fronts. "If India avoids
that India is deliberately elimi-
nating the prospect of an
improved relationship with
Pakistan."

The initiative, the High
Commissioner said, “rests with
the country that has taken the
initiative to adopt a negative
attitude. That country is not
Pakistan”,

On the charge of terrorist
camps operating in Pakistan,
Qazi said organisations in
Pakistan did hold religious and
political meetings where the
speeches might be strongly
worded. They did not reflect
government policy and as long
as they did not indulge in activi-
ties contrary to the laws of
Pakistan they were free to
express themselves, the High
Commissioner said, drawing
analogies to the existence of the
Bajrang Dal, Jagran Manch and
other organisations in India
making fiery speeches.

On the groups in Pakistan, the
High Commissioner said, "they
may have arms. They are not
allowed on the basis of our law
to indulge in acts of violence or
criminal activity on our soil.
They operate within the politics
of Pakistan, and the territory of
Pakistan. They do not cross the
LoC. Certainly not."

On the current state of bilater-
al relations, he said relations
between the two countries had
always been less than normal
primarily because of the
Kashmir issue other issues
being the normal bilateral prob-
lems.

Qazi said 1999 was a particu-
larly bad year. Even the Lahore
declaration was underprepared
and the two countries viewed it
differently. While India saw it
as a means to improve relations
on the basis of the status quo on
the issue of differences,
Pakistan did not, undermining
the potentiality of the process.

Following this had been
Kargil, the underlying reason
for which was Kashmir. In the
Indian general elections the rul-
ing party had made hostility
towards Pakistan a significant
part of its electoral campaign.
Subsequently India had reacted
negatively to the internal politi-
cal changes in Pakistan, ignor-
ing the domestic welcome
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accorded to it 4s also to the
Chief Executive's\stated inten-
tion of improving bilateral rela-
tions by addressipg sincerely
and seriously the one issue that
had kept the two countries
apart — the issue of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Rather than a wait and see
approach, which would have
been justified, Qazi said India
had been leading a crusade as it
were or a campaign against
Pakistan.

Finally in the hijacking episode
India had sought to deflect
internal criticism of its han-
dling of that crisis onto
Pakistan on the basis of a whole
list of spurious and unsupport-
ed charges.

The international community,

the High Commissioner said,
had certainly not bought any of
India's allegations. If the hijack-
ers were identified and found in
Pakistani territory, Qazi said,
“we are obliged and we recog-
nise our obligations under inter-
national conventions, to take all
possible actions. Hijacking is a
crime. Hijacking is a capital
crime in Pakistan.”

Whatever India's feelings, it ‘

must do the world the courtesy
of producing credible evidence
before making a serious charge
he said, adding that it could not
do so because the government of

Pakistan was not involved. On
the Pakistan government's
counter-allegations to Indian
charges, Qazi said they were a
response to the extraordinary
charges made by India.

On India's charge that the only
obstacle to improving relations
was cross-border terrorism, he
rejected the charge saying that
the situation in Jammu and
Kashmir was a result of an
indigenous people's movement.
If India ignored the alienation
and instead accused Pakistan of
creating the problem there was
no way forward.

Qazi dismissed the idea that
Pakistan had been further iso-
lated saying India had been
completely unsuccessful in its
campaign to isolate Pakistan.
While several countries had
expressed their reservations
about the internal political
changes they had also under-
stood the reasons behind it and
continued to engage with
Pakistan.

The author is on the staff of The
Statesman, New Delhi
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NEW DELHI, Jan. 15. — India
today demanded that Pakistan
extradite the hijackers of
Indian Airlines flight IC-814 to
this country which had juris-
diction over the matter. There
was “strong ground to believe
that the hijackers were cur-
rently in Pakistan”, Indian
authorities said.

Making the first formal move
against Pakistan on the issue,
the foreign secretary, Mr Lalit
Mansingh, this afternoon sum-
moned Pakistan’s High
Commissioner in India, Mr
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, to the
ministry of external affairs and

all J Abl&_
(Continued from page 1)

left the aircraft in Kandahar,
the MEA today maintained
that there had been no delay in
initiating action — officially
addressing Pakistan for the
first time on the subject after
the drama ended.

Action could be taken only
today as legal provisions of
various conventions relating to
hijacking and terrorism and
the status of Pakistan’s sub-
seription to them had to be
studied, MEA officials said.
The High Commissioner’s
attention had been drawn to
Pakistan’s legal obligations
under: the Montreal Conven-
tion for the Suppression of
Unlawful Acts against the
Safety of Civil Aviation (1971);
the Hague Convention for the
Suppression of Unlawful Sei-
zure of Aircraft (1970); and the
SAARC Convention on Supp-
ression of Terrorism. Pakistan
was party to all three.

Mr Qazi was also told that
“the government of India had
jurisdiction over the offences
committed by the hijackers
and their accomplices”.

“He was reminded that Pak-
istan alsc had legal obligations
under the Simla Agreement to
prevent the organisation,
assistance or encouragement of
any act detrimental to the
maintenance of peaceful and
harmonious relations and also
to prevent hostile propaganda”
a MEA statement said.

Support to terrorism, includ-
ing the hijacking and
subsequent anti-India public
statements by Masood Azhar
who was in Pakistan
(the MEA’s description of him
is not without significance),
were in contravention of
Pakistan’s obligations under
the Simla Agreement, Mr Qazi
was told.

Seeking to establish a certain
Pakistani complicity in at least
the post-hijacking events, the
statement said the High
Commissioner was reminded
that the terrorists whose
release was secured by the
hijackers had since made their
appearance in Pakistan and
PoK.
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ISLAMABAD, Jan. 15. —

The USA and Britain have privately
asked Gen Pervez Musharraf to curb militant groups operating
from Pakistan, and as a first step ban the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen and disband its organisational presence in the
country, a leading daily reported today. — PTI

(Details on page 11)
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On page 9 : ‘Initiative now lies with India’

]

emphasised that Pakistan was
obliged to take such action
under a host of bilateral,
regional and international con-
ventions.

The government of India
“reserved the right to take fur-
ther measures as appropriate”,

. “Given that a large number of

terrorists whose release was
sought by the hijackers are
Pakistani nationals, and that
the first destination chosen by
the hijackers was Lahore,
there was strong ground to
‘believe that the hijackers were
currently in Pakistan” said the
statement.

“Accordingly, Pakistan, as a
state party to the above
Conventions had the clear
legal obligation to take them
into custody and extradite
them to India.”

It was made clear that
India expected Pakistan to
take the necessary measure to
apprehend the hijackers
and their accomplices in
Pakistan, to extradite them to
India for prosecution in
fulfilment of its obligations
under the international con-
ventions, to cooperate in con-
nection with  criminal
proceedings against the offend-
ers, and to report to the
International Civil Aviation
Organisation all relevant infor-
mation in its possession
regarding the hijacking and

action taken against the -

offenders.

The MEA statement also
referred to the Declaration on
Measures to Eliminate
International Terrorism adopt-
ed by the UN General
Assembly, and the increasing
international consensus

against terrorism as reflected

in the Security Council resolu-
tion on 18 October 1999 which
“gnequivocally condemned and
called upon all states to pre-
vent and suppress terrorist
acts.”

the High Commissioner was
told. But the MEA refused to
disclose to the media what the
other measures might be.
Pakistan was also told that it
was required under the Simla
Agreement to ensure that its
territory was not used for anti-
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and over hijackers

India propaganda — as has
been done by Masood Azhar,
one of the militants released in
exchange for the freedom of the
passengers aboard 1C-814.

In making a formal demand
for extradition, India has taken
the first legal steps in a matter
which it would hope is followed
up by other countries which
had citizens aboard the
Kathmandu-Delhi A-300 flight
on Christmas Eve. The crimi-
nal aspect of the hijacking was
not restricted to violating only
Indian law.

Even though a fortnight has
elapsed since the passengers

W See HIJACK: page 10’



Pak dlsmlsses hijack

PRESS TRUST OF INDIQ

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 16. —
Pakistan has rejected Indian
accusations of involvement in
the recent hijacking, saying
they were part of a “vain
attempt to malign Pakistan”
and “deflect criticism” from
New Delhi’s “mishandling” of
the incident.

Yesterday, a foreign office
spokesman said allegations on
Islamabad’s involvement in the
hijacking, outlined in an
Indian demarche handed to the
Pakistani High Commissioner
. in New Delhi, Mr Ashraf
Jehangir Qazi, were rejected
forthwith.

The spokesman said the
Indian demarche repeated “the
now familiar baseless allega-
tions which have been already
dismissed by Pakistan...”

“The media continues to make
allegations, which are unfound-

Indian staffer
roughed up

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 16. —
Pakistani Intelligence men
today assaulted an Indian
High Commission staffer,
accusing him of trying to
deliver a bomb and some
money to unknown persons.
The whereabouts of Mr P
Moses, who was shown on
PTV with a badly bruised
cheek, were not known till
late tonight. — PTI

# Pak smells Sharif’s

RAW deal: page 8

ed and not supported by a
shred of credible evidence,” the
spokesman said.

“This is part of a vain attempt
to malign Pakistan. The Indian

charge

L&poﬂ is to r} At domestic

criticism of the gqvernment’s
mishandling of the hijacking
incident. The international
community has already asked
India to desist from provoca-
tions against Pakistan in the
interest of peace and stability
in the region,” he claimed. ‘

Pakistan “is opposed to all

forms of terrorism, including :
hijacking, which it condemned °
unreservedly.”
US-Pak talks: The US assis-
tant secretary of state, Mr Karl
Inderfurth, is arriving
Islamabad on 20 January to
hold talks with Pakistani offi-
cials. Observers here feel that
Indo-Pak relations may domi-
nate the talks.

The talks will cover the
gamut of US-Pak relations,
including economic coopera-
tion, trade, terrorism and Indo-
Pakistan ties, The News
reported.

THE STATESMAN
17 JAN 200



‘Pak smells

.. Sharif’s
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INDIA ABROAD NEWS SERVICE

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 16. — ’Ijhx
Pakistan government is look-
ing into the deposed Prime
Minister, Mr Nawaz Sharif’s
alleged links with the Indian
intelligence agency, Research
and Analysis Wing, the Urdu
daily, Jung, reported.

Citing sources, the paper said
a number of other Pakistan
Muslim League leaders, includ-
ing former federal ministers,
are also under investigation for
contacts with RAW, NNI news
agency reported.

“In the government of
Mr Nawaz Sharif, the RAW
personnel had free access
to some government places,”
the paper alleged in a front-
page story. It claimed RAW
personnel enjoyed the patron-
age of highest-ranking officials
in the Nawaz Sharif govern-
ment.

“Whenever Mr Nawaz Sharif
would go abroad, meetings
with the RAW men were a reg-
ular feature,” the report
alleged.

Mr Sharif, his brother, Mr
Shahbaz Sharif, the former
Chief Minister of Punjab prov-
ince, and five others are in
Landhi Jail in Karachi, facing

various charges including trea-
‘| son, that could send them to

SN
the gallowKs if proved. They are
alleged to have plotted to kill
Gen- eral Pervez Musharraf,
the Chief of Army Staff who
ove- rthrew the Sharif govern-
ment on 12 October.

The Jung report also named
the ousted Prime Minister’s
son, Mr Hussain Nawaz, and
former Ehtesab (Accountabi-
lity) Bureau chief, Mr Saifur
Rehman, as among those who
attended meetings with RAW
men.

Mr Hussain Nawaz is also
under custody, but no case has
been registered against him.

The paper said a day before
his government was ousted, Mr
Nawaz Sharif met Mr D J
Khana, whom it described as
an important RAW official. Mr
Khana, according to report,
was extraordinarily active dur-
ing the Kargil crisis. He report-
edly went back to India by road
on 12 October.,

“Mr Khana’s accommodation,
transport and other needs were
the responsibility of Mr Saifur
Rehman. Mr Khana has com-
plete information about the
Pakistan Army’s inner
mechanics,” the paper said.

It said an army officer was
also present during the Sharif-
Khana meeting on 11 October.
That officer is also under inves-
tigation.
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The core issue of Kashmir must be addressed: Musharraf

i

PR yif '\/i
By Malini Parthasarathy C}P" Q(Wlft‘%rder. Lot of peop(e ard dying, they are get-

ISLAMABAD, JAN.. 16. Arriving at what was for-
merly the Prime Minister's official residence
and what is now the Chief Executive’s office, on
a cold and wintry Saturday morning in Islama-
bad, one is surprised by the atmosphere of easy
informality in which the meeting with General
Pervez Musharraf takes place. Pakistan’s new
leader whose three months at the helm has seen
a greater degree of turbulence in the relation-
ship with India, even as it has brought an
abrupt end to 14 years of democracy, is himself
an urbane and affable man. Speaking for
about 55 minutes to this newspaper in an ex-
clusive interview, the first ever to an Indian
paper since he took over in a coup on October
12, last year, General Musharraf appeared re-
laxed and willing to be expansive in his an-
swers. He was at pains to emphasise that he

ting killed, there are civilians getting killed
here also.

No, but, for instance, when you have evi-
dence or rather you are presented with evi-
dence that there are some leads that these
hijackers may be in Pakistan, is there any-
thing you could do to at least pursue those
leads and apprehend those people... to offer
some constructive cooperation?

They are not in Pakistan. I categorically de-
ny this statement. They are not in Pakistan.
And, if they ever come into Pakistan, they will
be tried under normal law. We do not support
hijacking at all. We are against all forms of
terrorism and hijacking is one form of terror-
ism. We abhor it. We are against it and we will
not let the terrorists come to Pakistan. If they
are in Pakistan, we will surely proceed against

“..something that happens in

ISI has done it! I am very glad,

India in the remotest corner...
I must say I am very glad that

the Indians think that the ISI is such a powerful and potent
organ that they can do anything anywhere.”

would be forthcoming on his views of relations
with India and of the army takeover in Pakis-
tan and it was clear that he saw in the newspa-
per interview an opportunity to present his and
Pakistan’s point of view to the Indian people,
especially as he felt his observations had ofien
been misunderstood in India.

Here are excerpts from the conversation:

Malini Parthasarathy: India and Pakistan
relations are perhaps at one of the lowest
points ever because of the feeling in India
that Pakistan has supported acts of terror-
ism such as the hijacking of the Indian Air-
lines flight. The Harkat-ul-Mujahideen has a
base here. They, the hijackers have been
identified as Harkat-ul-Mujahideen. Kargil is

also seen as a setback to the whole process of
rebuilding confidence.... and I know that in
Pakistan, everyone thinks that India is ex-
ploiting the hijacking to bring out its peren-
nial complaints and grievances. So on both
sides there is an atmosphere of recrimina-
tion. How do you see the possibilities of tak-
ing:the relationship out into a new context?

Gen. Pervez Musharraf: Yes, | totally agree
that relations between India and Pakistan are
at their lowest. But may [ ask what is the
cause? What is the cause of this relationship,
this poor relationship and this confrontation
where we keep accusing each other? The root
cause is Kashmir and [ believe in being abso-
lutely straight. 1 am not a diplomat obviously.
You must face facts squarely. We have been
trying all kinds of confidence building mea-
sures. We have been trying all kinds of bus
diplomacy and cricket diplomacy and every-
thing. Why has all of it failed? It has failed
because the core issue was not being ad-
dressed, because the main issue, the main dis-
pute .... what is the disputc between India and
Pakistan? | feel there is one dispute only — the
Kashmir dispute. Others are aberrations, [ will
call them aberrations, minor differences of
opinion which can be resolved.

After 1998, for the first time in many years,
both sides decided to address Kashmir for-
mally. You had that in 1998, you had it in the
Lahore Declaration. Why is it that after years
and years, when Kashmir formally came on
the agenda, you now choose to repudiate
that process?

Okay, okay... T will give you an answer 10
that. I have been a part of drafting that resolu-
tion, the Lahore resolution. 1 was very much
here (the erstwhile Prime Minister’s residence
and now the Chicl Executive’s office where
this interview took place). We used to be sit-
ting here with the ex-Prime Minister. And may
I say the reference to Kashmir in that Declara-
tion is apologetic. The word Kashmir is men-
tioned once in the number of page documents

\ A
them according to law. 7)
On this hijacking... 1 won’t go into
tails of why the plane went to Amritsar, it land-
ed, why it was allowed to take off. Forge} that,

ating hurdles in everything. Now, the is
your Government wanting an aircraft to go to
Kandahar... I was asked and first it was said
that it should land at Lahore and then go to...
my first question was why is it landing in La-
hore? It doesn’t have to land at Lahore, it can
go straightaway to Kandahar. It took 15-20
minutes to get the answer... they got back...
and in about 15-20 minutes or maximum half
an hour, the answer was yes, they want to
overfly and go to Kandahar. | didn't think the
second time. I said — let them go. Now when |
saw on the television, I was astounded, that it
was said that we created hurdles. What hur-
dles? First thing, [ said — let them go —. And
we have cooperated in all possible ways to
resolve this issue. Yet we have been maligned
and even now the propaganda is going on
about the five hijackers and this and that.

Now, whatever agreement was reached, in
whatever form it was reached, it was done by
the Indian negotiating team. We were not part
of it. None of our representatives was at the
spot. So it was the Indians, the Taliban and the
hijackers. We don't even know their faces, we
have not met them, we haven’t spoken to
them. How do we expect... there are five
names which have been given by the Indians.
We don’t know the veracity or the truth. We
don’t know it.

The speculation is that the ISI had a pres-
ence in Kandahar and was monitoring the
entire negotiating and activity there...

Everything that happens, unfortunately...
something happens in India in the remotest
corner... ISI has done it! I am very glad, [ must
say I am very glad that the Indians think that
the ISI is such a powerful and potent organ
that they can do anything anywhere.

On the issue of the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
... the Lashkar- e-Taiba... they are here, they

. are holding rallies... the freed Masood Azhar
came directly here and he went all over the

~ place

~-On the issue of Masood Azhar...he is not a
hijacker. He went to India on valid docu-
ments. He was in India. He was not in Kashmir
initially. He has been behind bars without a
trial. He was not fighting in Kashmir. He was
mostly in India. The others also were in India
with valid documents. One of them, Omar, 1
think, was acquitted. Yet, he was kept behind
bars. And when they are released, they are Pa-
kistanis. They went there with valid docu-
ments. They came to Pakistan. So what do you
expect? If they are Indians, a lot of fishermen
are caught here and you also do the same on
the other side. When we release them, where
do they go? They go back to their own country.
So these three belong to Pakistan. They come
back to their country, so what is the issue? |
don’t know.

Ibrahim Azhar, brother of Masood Azhar,
has been named as one of the hijackers... is
there not a link, an irrefutable link between
the people released and the hijackers?

I don't know whether... so say the Indians
that Ibrahim is one of them. As I said, we
haven't spoken to them, we haven't met them,
we haven't seen them. Now whoever is the
hijacker, whatever the relationship with any-
one, we are againsg, this is a form of terrorism.
We will not allow it and he'll be put on trial if
he comes to Pakistan.

Then, there is a report today in a newspa-
per here that the U.S. and the U.K. have sug-
gested that you ban the
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen and take strong ac-
tion against all these -terrorist groups who
are supporting the Kashmir insurgency... is
that correct?

Now, we are talking of Harkat-ul-Mujahi-

“I want to have peace in this region. I want this region lo
develop economically. ... But they have to take me on face
value. They have to trust me and that whatever I am saying 1
mean, and they have to come along.”

.. where all disputes are to be resolved, in-
cluding Kashmir. There is no change between
this utterance and the Shimla Accord where
also it says that we will resolve all disputes
bilaterally, through negotiation. All disputes,
including Kashmir. So, there is no change
whatsoever. In fact, 1 even pointed out during
the drafting that we need to bring out this
main issue. The addressing of this main issue
is not there in this Declaration. So, I was told
that if we do that, there will be no Lahore
Declaration.

I even insisted that if there is no Lahore
Declaration, let it not be there but the main
issue has to be addressed. So, if you read the
Lahore Declaration, Kashmir is there apol-
ogetically. Only once. If you see it more than
once, you let me know. So, the issue.... I get
back to the same, my answer, the root cause of
everything, Kargil, this hijacking — it's the In-
dians who say these are Kashmiris, I don't
know. I have no proof of who these five people
are. We haven't seen them, we haven't spoken
to them. We don’t know where they are. All
these negotiations went on between the Indi-
ans, the hijackers and the Taliban. We don’t
know, but we are told they are Kashmiris. So,
again, the root cause is Kashmir. So, from all
perspectives, the root cause of everything is
Kashmir.

What is happening on the Line of Control
these days? Every day, there is firing and every
day there is killing on both sides of the border.
I know partially what is happening across the

deen and again 1 would say, we are told that
these hijackers are from Harkat-ul-Mujahi-
deen. We don’t know anything. We have no
proof of it. Now, the whole thing revolves
again around Kashmir. It is Kashmir, the in-
digenous uprising in Kashmir. If the Indians
deny this, welt | am sorry they are not being
realistic. It is indigenous. The people of Kash-
miir have risen and it has its own dynamics. We
are trying our best to deny any involvement
from this side of the border or this side of the
Line of Control in whatever is happening
across. However, you can’t deny the fact that
there are so many refugees here. I wonder
whether you have visited any of the refugee
camps here where there are thousands of
Kashmiris from across the border living with
us and a drain on our resources. So all this is
happening. Now, the border is porous. lf some
of them are going across, we don’t even know.
But there is no government backing as such to
some form of mavement from this side push-
ing into Held Kashmir.

So, when you say you are trying your best
to prevent infiltration across the LoC, would
you not need CBMs of some sort to ensure
that such a thing is credible and acceptable?

Yes, but there is a reciprocity required. Now
what the Indians want, [ am again sorry to say,
is not realistic. What about the atrocities in-
side Kashmir? What about the killings inside
Kashmir? More than 80,000 people have been
killed inside. All these atrocities are going on
with 600,000 troops in Kashmir. Now, if the

Indians are meaning that that will continue
and we should play our part in absolutely en-
suring that there is no infiltration, there.is no
movement and there is no diplomatic sup-
port, we shouldn’t be talking of Kashmir at all.
This is being very unrealistic. So, we will play
our part. The Indians must play their part.
And, their part in one issue, if I may say, if we
are asking the Indians let us consider, let us
accept that Kashmir is a dispute which needs
to be resolved. What am 1 saying all this time? |
am just saying this that let them accept Kash-
mir as a dispute and let them accept that we
need to resolve it.

And we should start talking. Now is there
anything unrealistic that I am saying? This is
what I am saying.

But now when you have said that only
Kashmir first and no other issue must be dis-
cussed, is that not a setback for dialogue?

No, no. I would like to clarify. There was a
part of some sections of the press who have
done this. This is absolutely wrong. 1 have
done two things. Let me absolutely be clear.
First of all, previously there was an apology to
reference to Kashmir. [ will not make it apol-
ogetic. | want to face facts and I would request
the Indians to face facts. We will discuss Kash-
mir and all other disputes and not all other
disputes including Kashmir. Because the main
issue is Kashmir. Secondly, it is not a sequen-
tial arrangement.

There is no sequence of discussion of is-
sues, Kashmir first and then the rest?

There ought to be simultaneity. We will dis-
cuss Kashmir, we should start with Kashmir
and all other issues simultaneously. I am not
saying that we need to resolve Kashmir, part
one, and then stage two is all other issues. We
will go simultaneously.

You mean the emphasis of discussion must
be placed on Kashmir rather than on the
other issues...

Yes, because it is the main issue. Can I ask
you a question? Can you deny the fact — we've
fought wars on Kashmir, isn’t it? So, what is
happening on the Line of Control? What is the
dispute? Why this tension with India? It's be-
cause of Kashmir. [ want peace in the region.
There must be peace in the region. I have been
telling all foreign correspondents, this is the
only region, the South Asian region is the only
region which is not cooperating to bring about
economic development for the welfare of the
people of this region which is the poorest re-
gion in the world.

No, but why not encourage on both sides,
regardless of the political aspect, and per-
haps keeping this in mind, is it not a good
idea to create an atmosphere for people to
people contact. Why hold it hostage every
time to whether Kashmir is resolved sub-
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the truth. I very much met him and I never
created any hurdle at all. The issue was that
when he came on bus to Wagah, we knew that
there will be thousands of people all... and we
there standing in uniform, we generally try to

avoid coming into public places where there is

a crowd gathered of thousands of people. So
we decided that instead of receiving him
there, you do your politicking at Wagah, we
will regeive Mr. Vajpayee when he comes in
the hélicopter to the Governor House. All poli-
ticking was done there, all statements. Then
he came by helicopter to Governor House. All
three of us received him,and we sat with him
for about 45 minutes. And I spoke to him. In
the Governor House, Punjab drawing room,
we sat with him and we had cold drink and we
had tea together. | was there. The Air Chief was
there, the Naval Chiet was there. We were the
first to receive him when he came out of the
helicopter. So, this is all wrong projection and
I would like to give to the Indian media a say-
ing in the military that the best form of de-
fence is to go on the offensive — please don’t
do that. This has been happening all through.
Whether it is the hijacking case or bus diplo-
macy or anything else. You have a strong
media, there is no doubt about it but that
doesn’t mean that you misuse that media to
project wrong. Now this was wrong. We re-
ceived him and it was all flashed that we re-
fused and that the military was against the
Government. We didn’t have any discussion
on the subject. We discussed here, in this
house with the ex-PM, that what are the mod-
alities. At the same time, the Chinese Defence

“..I would request now that Indians, in the interests of peace
again, if they keep harping on what I said and did at Kargil
and this hijacking and that, you are not going to progress. If
they carry on thinking that this Government is not legitimate
when the whole of Pakistan, 130 million people are with us,

I don’t know what to say. We won’t progress anywhere.”

stantively or not? Supposing we did have
business contact, we have cultural and social
contact, doesn’t it help to make it more obvi-
ous to people on both sides what the nuances
are? ,

1 would like to differ on that. We feel, and T
certainly feel, that this is one of the ways of
distracting or sidelining the main issue and
that is Kashmir. Because of the mutual suspi-
cion, we don’t think that this goes on. We feel
that we always start with cultural and eco-
nomic development and then Kashmir gets
sidelined. Why not d@.it simulténeously? And
what am I saying? [ afinot saying that we need
to immediately resolve Kashmir. I am saying
that we need to start a dialogue on Kashmir,
we need to accept Kashmir as a problem and
start a dialogue and simultaneously let us dis-
cuss everything else. Everything else. 1 am
open to discussion on every other thing. What
is the problem?

Including the LoC being made an interna-
tional boundary?

No, now, you are leading to a solution of the
Kashmir problem. There are many ways of
solving Kashmir. Let's start the discussion
first.

And you don’t feel in the meantime be-
cause of what has happened in the last few
months — Kargil — isn’t it important to have
some temporary confidence building mea-
sures of a physical kind? I am not suggesting
political ones, physical kinds. Is it possible to
have some specific measures of the military
kind agreed to particularly because of the
nuclear status of both countries...?

Wwell, again these confidence building mea-
sures, as | have said, start looking like a farce
heciuse we on one side we try to develop con-
fidence building measures, we try to open
hotlines and there is a hotline contact be-
tween DGMOs.... [ have been a DGMO, 1 have
been talking to my counterpart but these real-
Iy are cosmetic, they hardly serve any purpose.
| have been talking to my counterpart every
Wednesday and all that used to happen was
we used to blame them... okay your aircraft
has done this and come across this way, you
fired this way. The reply used to be, 1 will
check up and when he checked up, he said no,
this did not happen. It was always like this.
Hardly ever did it serve a useful purpose of
addressing issues which came to some conclu-
sion other than maybe there is a dead body
they want to pick up and all that. Then we
used to allow. Okay, that served some pur-
pose. So, confidence building measures with-
out addressing the root cause is just like
plucking a leaf from a tree. You go to the root
or otherwise it is not going to serve a purpose.

Please correct me if I am wrong, but pop-
ular perception hitherto is that when the po-
litical leadership was in command here in
Pakistan, that the Army was still always in

- the background and would drag its feet over

any moves for reconciliation with India... it
was felt that no movement forward would be
possible and the Army would put the brakes
on any kind of political reconciliation. Now
that the Army is directly in charge, do you
think that it clears the way for a more head-
on resolution of differences between the two
countries?

Yes, absolutely. Even on the other side, on
the Indian side, when the intelligentsia talks of
who could address the Kashmir problem one
always thought that it was the BJP — that's
what the intelligenisia thought — although the
BJP are the hardliners. One always thought
here that maybe Congress would not be able
to address the Kashmir issue, BJP can. So also
on this side. First of all, it's absolutely wrong
that we were in any way creating obstacles.
There were press reports that the military re-
fused to meet Mr. Vajpayee when he came
here. Nothing could have been farther from

Minister was coming here, at exactly the same
time. So we decided we must meet the Indian
Prime Minister, I said yes, we must. I never
said we should not. We worked out this mod-
ality, okay, how to receive and then from there
1 went from here, we received him and we flew
back because there was a dinner there and
there was a dinner here and both had come for
one day.

And, the Lahore process was definitely
with your full cognisance and approval? The
whole Lahore Declaration, except what you
said about Kashmir? (Nawaz) Sharif would
not have really proceeded with the whole
thing without having a prior discussion with
you?

Well, no, he could have. But he used to take
me into confidence and ! did know there's a
Declaration but 1 did object to it — the lack of
emphasis on Kashmir but then it is the Gov-
ernment which is responsible and they signed
the Declaration. Whenever a leader decides
something, he was the leader, he was the
Prime Minister of Pakistan. [ give my objection
but then it's his responsibility.

Basically, it was his own political decision,
the whole Lahore process?

Yes, yes.

Kargil, on the other hand, has been
blamed on you. But you've said earlier that
he (Nawaz Sharif) was also involved in it...

Absolutely, absolutely. Nothing could be
farther from the truth. I have said once that
everyone was on board. Now, I still stand by it.
Everyone was on board. Whatever was hap-
pening in Kargil, everyone knew what is hap-
pening, absolutely.

When he (Nawaz Sharif) went to Washing-
ton and met Clinton on July 4, and the state-
ment followed calling for steps towards
deescalation on the LoC... were you kept in
the know of that earlier or did you come to
know of it only afterwards when they said
“withdraw the troops’?

Well, there was a discussion on the options
available to defuse the Kargil situation. But
there was no decision as such to... the mod-
alities to be followed towards disengagement.
However, when you say withdrawal of troops,
there were no troops across the Line of Con-
trol — it was the Mujahideen. And it was clear
that maybe we'll be able to use our influence
to persuade the Mujahideen to give up the
confrontation. But the ultimate decision of
what he (Sharif) did at Washington is totally
his own.

Again, coming back to the report in today’s
paper... have the U.S. and the United King-
dom suggested to Pakistan the specific ac-
tion to ban these groups, including the
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen? Have you received
any suggestions during the visit of these U.S.
Senators?

No, we did discuss the issue of terrorism. We
are absolutely, totally, against terrorism of any
form, export of terrorism or using religion for
the purpose of terrorism — we are against it
absolutely. But there was no reference as such
to ban Harkat-ul-Mujahideen or to ban any
other group as such. But wherever... if any
group is involved in terrorism, I accept that
this will not be allowed from the soil of Pakis-
tan.

The fact that so many high level visitors
are coming, including U.S. Senators and
from Britain and so on... do you think that
means that there is now greater internation-
al legitimacy or acceptability for the Army
takeover since October 122

| feel there is. And I, right from the begin-
ning, I feel that other than a few misgivings in
the initial stages by the Commonwealth and
the European Union, there is great deal of un-
derstanding now on the reality of the situation
existing in Pakistan, the environment that is
existing. And I have really been projecting the

one fact... that first of all, this was not 1 coup.
It was a counter-coup. Because the coup was
by the ex-PM himself. Nothing was ipitiated
by the military at all. So, now whether the is-
sue of good and bad coup — obviously, one
has to see the environment, what the people of
the area want. So, accordingly, whatever has
happened, the decision on whether this is le-
gitimate or not legitimate depends on the in-
terests of the people. What do the people on
the ground want? If the people want this, the
world should be happy. So, therefore, they
have come to realise, I think — the United
States, European countries, West, almost ev-
eryone in the world — they are coming
around, they have understood our compul-
sions. They realise the popularity of this Gov-
ernment and they realise that there is total
support and the sentiments of the people are
with this Government, with my Government,
with me. Anyone who comes here goes con-
vinced. So, therefore I would request now that
Indians, in the interests of peace again, if they
keep harping on what I said and did at Kargil
and this hijacking and that, you are not going
to progress. If they carry on thinking that this
Government is not legitimate when the whole
of Pakistan, 130 million people are with us, 1
don't know what to say. We won't progress
anwhere. So, therefore, the reality of the sit-
uation must be understood. And this diploma-
cy that is being carried on — your Foreign
Minister is in the United Kingdom to maybe

Britain's environment on Pakistan. You can-
not also impose a South-East Asian country’s
environment... we have our own dynamics
and our own environment. Here the military
has always played a role. It has not been so in
India. But here it has been. The country here,
the people look up to the military whenever-
the country is in trouble. We get involved in
nation building activities unlike in your coun-
try. So, the Army and the military — Air Force
and Navy — have a definite role to play in
everything. »

Also, you may have seen, now whenever
there has been a Constitutional problem with
the Government in the past 10-years, who has
resolved the problems? Always the military
played a role. Now, I don’t believe in hypocrisy
— whereas the military is playing a role, you
still say no, no military is not playing a role,
you are doing everything yourself.

Let us face facts. It’s high time. | don’t be-
lieve in this kind of double talk. There is some-
thing that the military does. Everyone must
accept that this is what happens actually. Why
are you shy of it, why are we hiding that? So,
having said that, [ am not meaning at all that
I'll take a unilateral decision of making sure
that the military has a role in the politics of
Pakistan. It is for the people of Pakistan to
decide whether the military should have a
role, in not the politics, but in stabilising or
bringing about structural stability into the pol-
itics of Pakistan. If the people want it, it will be

“And I may also add that I am not one of those that when you
keep receiving all this kind of flak from across the border,
I keep sitting and I turn my other cheek.”

undercut this Government or to malign this
Government, to try to get it declared as a ter-
rorist state and not accepting the reality — if
they want to continue like this, the same sit-
uation will continue. Tension will continue.
And I may also add that [ am not one of those
that when you keep receiving all this kind of
flak from across the border, [ keep sitting and I
turn my other cheek.

You are saying that you will not take flak
from across the border?

We need to sit. | am for peace. There is no

doubt. 1 want to have peace in this region. I
want this region to develop economically.
Now, I have said this hundred times, every-
where. I can give a certificate in writing and
sign the paper. But they have to take me on
face value. They have to trust me and that
whatever I am saying [ mean, and they have to
cofne along. And, that is all that 1 can say.
, About returning Pakistan to democracy,
you yourself suggested that the Army take-
over was for a limited period and then you
spoke of holding a referendum. What is the
plan now? Are you going to hold a referen-
dum to ascertain popular sentiment? You
are now speaking of local body elections,
would that not take the focus away from par-
liamentary party democracy?

Well, first of all, we did think of referendum
but we decided against it. But we have not
given it up totally. Maybe in the future, if the
environment so demands, we will go for a ref-
erendum.

Why did you decide against it?

We thought we shouldn't be distracted from
the main issue. 1t would have been a total dis-
traction, it would have involved a lot of expen-
diture — about one month-of preparation and

distraction from main issues that are facing
the Government. So, we thought, head-on we
should face the problemy and try to resolve our
problems and bring this country out of the
problems that it is facing currently. And we did
that. As far as a return to democracy is con-
cerned, 1 keep saying there is nothing like re-

turning  to  democracy. There was no
democracy here. We will bring democracy and

done. And, it will be done through deliberate
research, deliberate study, analysis and then it
will be done, if at all required. | won't take any
unilateral action, as such.

If Nawaz Sharif gets the death penalty, do
you see yourself implementing that?

I can’t answer that (on Nawaz Sharif). Let
the courts decide first. And then when 1 am
faced with the issue... then I will deliberate on
it when the time comes. | don't want to rack
my mind over this issue now. But I am not a
very vindictive man as I have been saying ear-
lier. But one needs to see the judgme.* first
and then take a decision. Take a very del»er-
ate decision. It’s a very important issue. -

Is_President Clinton visiting Pakistan?
There has been an implied linkage to the an-
nouncement of some timetable for the re-
turn to democracy...

No, we had the Senators here. They are not
giving any linkages as such. They are not ask-
ing for certain linkages of certain actions to be
taken by us before the President comes here.
But if he comes here, to this region [ am say-
ing, 1 would like to ask what is the President
coming for. First of all, let us be clear on what
is he coming for.

Now, if the President (Mr. Clinton) is com-
ing for bringing stability to the region, coming
for rapprochement between India and Pakis-
tan or bringing peace to this region or ad-
dressing the main issue, sorry to be referring
to Kashmir again and again because unfortu-
nately that is the issue so therefore I have to...
so, if he is coming to contribute towards less-
ening of tensions, the removal of tensions,
then I really don’t see how that this objective
can be achieved without going to both India

. and, Pakistan. If he is just coming for some

economic cooperation or anything else, then
that is a different issue altogether. So, the aim
and objective of the President’s visit has to be
clear and that is where Pakistan fits in. But we"
would certainly like him to come to Pakistan.
1t is his decision ultimately. But we will be glad
if he comes to Pakistan.

Is there any possibility ot India and rakis-

t tan working together in the global arena on
disarmament issues like CTBT... one com-
mon basis can be guarding the sovereignty of
national decision-making and choice on nu-
clear weapons... In that context it might be
good to have a bilateral discussion on nucle-
ar CBMs and I bear in mind what you said
earlier about the root cause and so on. But
apart from that, there is this aspect, the nu-
clear aspect on which some kind of common
ground can be shaped...

It's not possible. You see, it becomes very
unreatistic. I don’t know... when there is anger
in our hearts, how do we smile and be happy
and we are meeting and it doesn't go well with
the public. 1t doesn’t go well at all. That's be-
ing artificial. 1t's just not being realistic. There-
fore, everything is possible but the addressing
of the root cause has to start.

In relation to this... supposing India, as
you said, begins to address the issue, you
would need a framework and there again you
have the problem... you are not comfortable
with Shimla and Lahore, India is not com-
fortable with the insistence on the U.N. reso-
lutions... So, then again there is a gap. What
is the framework in which you embark on
addressing the issues?

No, [ am not really against bilateralisim or

“We will bring democracy and this will take some time. ... We
would like to examine what kind of a political structure best
suits the interests of the people of Pakistan. And we will return
to civil rule with some modifications in the interests of the
people of Pakistan and Pakistan.”

this will take some time. The time-frame can-
not be given. It’s not possible because before
doing that, before returning to civil rule, may I
say, there are certain prerequisites. We have to
stabilise economically and we have to move
forward economically and we have to improve
our governance here and these are the two
major issues which we’d like to address. And,
then simultaneously we'd like to examine
what kind of a political structure best suits the
interests of the people of Pakistan. And we will
return to civil rule with some modifications in
the interests of the people of Pakistan and Pa-
kistan. In the interests of better democracy, in
the interests of better representation of the
people, for the benefit of Pakistan.

But this would suggest, as you have said
also in some earlier interviews, that the Ar-
my would have a permanent role in a sense
in Pakistani politics. Isn’t that kind of an
anachronism in the 21st century because de-
mocracy normally means civil society, politi-
cal institutions? If the Army takes a major
role, it reduces the space available for other
institutions. So, does it not mean a contra-
diction?

Well, every institution, every system func-
tions in an environment. And all environ-
ments are different. Let me say that. You
cannot impose Indian environment on Pakis-
tan. So also we can't impose Pakistan envi-
ronment on India. You cannot impose

talking with India on a bilateral basis. I'm cer-
tainly not against it. That is a good way of
addressing if the two sides — the two belliger-
ents — are realistic; it shows maturity that
both sides resolve their disputes themselves.
But my problem is that since 1972 when the
Shimla Accord (was signed), all issues were to
be addressed, including Kashmir, bilaterally,
now have we done it? No, we haven’t done it.
So, bilateralism has failed. Who has failed it?
Who has failed bilateralism? Has Pakistan? Or
has India? I would like to leave that question...
you answer it yourself. I am not going to say it.
Whenever we have tried, okay, let’s come to
the talking table and let's discuss, that has al-
ways been rejected. So, let’s leave this topic
out. Let’s come to terms. Okay, we start bilat-
erally. Okay, today, I'm saying let’s start bilat-
erally. Let's address all issues. Let’s address
Kashmir and all issues, I'll come. I'm forth-
coming. [ will agree on talks. So what more do
they want? So, let’s face facts and let’s adhere
to the Shimla Accord. We will discuss Kashmir
and all other issues. Shimla, Lahore Declara-
tion... I am not against the essence of all these
declarations because the basis is to bring
about peace and address all issues including
Kashmir. The only thing  am saying is let’s not
please sideline Kashmir because that is the
only dispute. That is the only dispute, in fact.
The rest can be resolved. So, we will address
everything we can address bilaterally which is
a mature way of doing it. 1 am forthcoming.
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RDX recoveréd from ‘toys’

HT Correspondent )(7\ \
New Delhi, January 17
THE SPECIAL Cell of the Delhi
Police arrested a Pakistani
national and two Indians for
allegedly transporting RDX, det-
onators and timers concealed
inside plastic toys. The three were
allegedly acting as agents for ISI
and were involved in transporting
explosives smuggled in from
Pakistan.

According to the police, the
explosives were smuggled into
India from Pakistan through the
Attari and Wagah borders and
regular passengers called sawaris
were used to transport the 'toys' in
trains and buses to Delhi and
other places.

Although the accused have not
yet disclosed the exact purpose
for which these explosives were
being brought, sources in the
police say that they were meant to
create a series of blasts in the
Capital and neighbouring states

round January 26.

The explosives were found hid-

n in cavities of three plastic
toys shaped as buses and jeeps.
Two slabs of RDX weighing 860
grams, two highly-advanced elec-
tronic timers and four detonators
have been recovered from the
innards of the three toys.

"We had received information
that explosives were being smug-
gled into India concealed in toys.
Surveillance was increased and
we found that Abdul Rasheed, a
Pakistani national from Lahore
residing at Jama Masjid was in
close contact with the sawaris,”
said Ashok Chand, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Special
Cell).

Investigation revealed that
Rasheed, who is an ISI agent, was
arrested in September 1998 for
circulating fake Indian currency.
He was released on bail in
January last year. On January 16,
the police got information that
Rasheed had received a consign-
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3 ment of explosives and was about

to deliver the same to some asso-
ciates.

A team of plainclothes police-
men followed Rasheed who was
carrying a plastic bag. At the Inter
State Bus Terminal (Dhaula
Kuan), as Rasheed was about to
hand over the plastic bag to two
persons, the police team arrested
the three.

A search of the plastic bag .

revealed the 'toys'.

A case under sedition, conspira-
cy to wage a war against the state,
and offences under sections of
the Explosives Substances Act

have been registered and investi-
gations are on. The two other '

accused have been identified as
Aas Mohammed and Mohammed
Ismail, both residents of
Gurgaon.

"We have managed to identify
the person who had supplied !

these explosives to Rasheed. He
will be arrested soon,”
Chand.

said Mr



AMusharraf calls

.« for US role

enﬁ’

Qe\\ n Kashmlr

Beijing, Jan. 17 (PTI): Pakistan’s
military ruler General Pervez
Musharraf sees a “serious” role
for the US in mediating the Kash-
mir issue and ensuring peace and
security in South Asia, an official
Chinese newspaper reported
today.

“We believe the US can make a
serious contribution to establish-
ment of peace and security in the
region and expedite a just and fair
settlement of the Kashmir prob-
lem in accordance with the aspira-
tions of the Kashmiri people,”
Musharraf, who began a two-day
working visit to China today, told
the China Dtily.

Musharraf said Pakistan de-
sired friéndly ties with all coun-
tries, including the US. “In the
past, we have welcomed interna-
tional efforts aimed at reducing
tension and initiating a meaning-
ful dialogue between Pakistan and
India in order to resolve con-
tentious issues, including the core
issue of Kashmir,” he said.

Musharraf reiterated Pak-
istan’s support to Kashmiri mili-
tants and accused Delhi of failing
to respond to Islamabad’s initia-
tives to reduce tension. “We shall
continue our unflinching moral,
political and diplomatic support
to our Kashmiri brethren in their
struggle to achieve self-determi-
nation,” he said.

The general claimed to have
initiated an important step to re-
duce military presence along Pak-
istan’s borders with India. “It is
unfortunate, but not surprising
that India has failed to respond
positively to our gesture and has
instead embarked on a yilification
campaign against the ié% govern-

ment to isolate it in the interna-
tional community,” he said, refer-
ring to the hijack of IC 814.

“Pakistan will remain commit-
ted to dialogue and the peaceful
resolution of all issues. At the
same time, we are opposed to
hegemony and power politics,”
Musharraf said.

Asked when civilian rule
would be restored in Pakistan,
Musharraf, who seized power ina
cotip on1 October 12, avoided giv-
ing a firm commitment.

“We must fix our vision on re-
alisation of the agenda at hand
and not worry too much about the
timeframe. The armed forces have
no intention of staying in charge
any longer than absolutely neces-
sary to pave the way for true
democracy to flourish,” he said.

“The choice before us on Octo-
ber 12 was between saving the
body (the nation) at the cost of los-
ing a limb (the Constitution),”
Musharraf said. “I chose to save
the nation and yet took care not to
sacrifice the Constitution.”

Musharraf said the new

regime faces an uphill task, but
had succeeded in identifying its
priorities. “The economy is show-
ing signs of recovery, law and
order has improved considerably
and the new administration is
making several decisions to pave
way for genuine democracy
through delegation of power at
grassroots level,” he said.

In a statement issued after his
arrival in Beijing, Musharraf
hailed China as “a country which
Pakistan holds dear as its most re-
liable and trusted friend”.

He said: “China has stood by
Pakistan in difficult times.”
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“Undeclared war
by Pak: Advani

0 A\
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 17. —
Pakistan has “unleashed an
undeclared war on India”, the
home minister said today.

Mr LK Advani was referring
to Islamabad’s efforts to aid
and arm Jammu and Kashmir
ultras since the Kargil conflict.
“This is not a declared war.
Pakistan has unleashed an
undeclared war,” he asserted
after a meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Security.

The three-hour meet, chaired

| by the Prime Minister, chalked

. out new strategy to combat

|
i
|
{
l
l

militancy in the state and
check deterigration in law and

order. 9%,91) -~ PAM(

The committee deci
deploy more paramilitary
forces along the LoC and the
international border to fight
counter-insurgency operations.

Other measures include:
8@ The area under counter-
insurgency operations will not
be divided into 49 sectors
under the unified headquarters
controlled by the chief minis-
ter. The two corps commanders
are advisors to Mr Farooq
Abdullah.
B Another unified HQ will be
set up for areas north of Zojila
Pass to combat terrorism
B Security forces have been
asked to adopt a pro-active
approach against militants and
establish area domination dur-
ing day and night. This move is
significant because recent ultra

- attacks on the headquarters

had forced security forces to
concentrate on their camps,
thereby reducing the area
under their “domination®, spe-
cially at night

B Séetirity in Srinagar has

.| clerk, abducted and assaulted

been stgalgthened and forces

have been hsked to hit terrorist
bases inside the city

8 Retired soldiers and village
defence committee members
will be asked to participate in
operations to curb infiltration
and exfiltration. Village
defence committees will be
made part of the counter-insur-
gency grid and provided with
sophisticated arms and modern

'FORCED CONFESSION’

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 17"
The Indian High Commission

by Pakistani intelligence
operatives yesterday, was
made to sign “confessional”
statements before he was
released early this morning.
Mr Ponniah Moses was
forced to confess he was car-
rying a remote-controlled
bomb and Rs 5,000 for an
unknown person, the acting
Indian High Commissioner
said. While in illegal custody,
“threats were made on his
personal safety and family
amounting to physical and
psychological torture”. — PTI

communication equipment

Talking to reporters later, Mr
Advani said Pakistan started
sending suicide squads to
attack Army installations after
the Kargil conflict. The attacks
were planned to generate pub-
licity and make people think
that militants had gained the
upper hand.

Aid to ultras appeared to
have increased after General
Pervez Musharraf took over,
the home minister maintained.
The general’s statements about

peace talks were a desperate
bid to avoid the growing f:eling
in western countries that
Pakistan was responsible for
cross-border terrorism.

A white paper on the ISI’s
activities will be ready by the
next Parliament session, he
said.

The defence minister, present
€ briefing, refused to say
ything even when Mr Advani

" An external affairs ministry

spokesman later said the gov-
ernment had found nothing
“encouraging” in Gen Musha-
rraf’s offer to resume bilateral
dialogue. “We have received
different kinds of signals from
Pakistan on re-opening of bilat-
eral talks,” he said, but wasn’t
aware of “anything new or
encouraging”.

“We would consider cessation

of cross-border terrorism
agamst India to be encourag-
ing,” the spokesman observed.
India has repeatedly, and |
specifically, said that such an l
atmosphere will be created
when there is an end to cross-
border terrorism. Only a couple |
of days ago, New Delhi had.’
reminded Islamabad of its
obligation under the Simla
Agreement to prevent “hostile
propaganda’.
US effort: The USA is working
to get India and Pakistan back
on the negotiating table, the
New York Times said in Wa-
shington.

“The USA has repeatedly
said, You have to be talking to
each other, not shouting at
each other, especially when
things seem to be at their ;
worst,”” the paper quoted |
Ambassador Richard Celeste as

saying.
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- RDX:

"Pakistani held in
- -’. ‘ ° (Continued from page 1)
Del I I I Wlth RD g Yesterday, police came to
know that Abdul had received

a consignment of explosives

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 4,/ \{\ \ N and was going to deliver it to
= T\ some unidentified persons at a

NEW DELHI, Jan. 17. — A Pakistani,\suspected to have IST bys stop near Dhaula Kuan in
links, was arrested here yesterday while jassing 860 gm of RDX south-west Delhi. He was seen
along with four electronic detonators and two timers, concealed in - boarding a bus in front of Red
three toys. Two Indians receiving the consignment were also Fort with two polythene bags.
arrested. He got off at Dhaula Kuan,

Police are yet to ascertain whether the RDX was concealed in proceeded towards Inter-State
toys only for safe transportation and are also trying to find out Bus Terminal and met two
whether any such assignment has already reached the country. persons when the police

While the Pakistani has been identified as Abdul Rasheed, alias, swooped down on the three.
Sheeda, alias, Khalid Saleem, 42 (from Lahore), the two Indians  Three toys were found in the
have been identified as Aas Mohammed, 45, and Mohamed bags. They were later found to
Ismail, 40, both from Gurgaon in Haryana. Abdul was earlier carry the RDX, two ABCD
arrested for running a fake currency racket in India at the behest timers — which could be set to
of ISI, police said. { trigger an explosion between

The three have been booked for sedition and waging war against’ eight minutes to 194 days —
the State under the Indian Penal Code and the Explosive and four electronic detonators.
Substances Act. Abdul confessed that he had

The Deputy Commissioner of Police (Special Cell), Mr Ashok started off as a petty smuggler
Chand, said the two persons who gave the consignment to Abdul and had first come to India in
have also been identified and were likely to be arrested soon. 1992. About two years later,

The police was tipped off by Intelligence agencies that explosives his activities were detected
concealed in toys were being smuggled into India through Attari and he was barred from visit-
and Wagha Border and that “sawaris (carriers)” using buses and ing India.
trains from Pakistan were transporting such toys. He was then approached by

Abdul has been residing in the Jama Masjid area and was con- some ISI officials to circulate
stantly in touch with a number of such “sawaris”. His activities fake currency notes in India.
were monitored and it was found that he had been arrested in He entered India again in 1998
September 1998 in a fake currency racket and released on bail with a fake passport, but got
last January. arrested. After his release next

year, he was contacted by ISI

W See RDX: page 6 agents and told to lie low and

wait for instructions, but

merge with the local populace.

"‘Abdul’s “handler” is based in

Lahore, codenamed Tariq
Bhatt, police said.

As for the other two, Aas
Mohammed said during inter-
rogation that he yas an unsuc-
cessful businessman who was
approached by a ISI agent on a
visit to Pakistan two months
ago. The agent, codenamed
Subban, offered Aas to work
for him. Mohamed Ismail was
jobless when he was roped in
by Aas, police said.
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~Now a ‘deadly bug’
s from Lahore ¥y,

By Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar

NEW DELHI, JAN. 17. They look as
appealing as any other toy. But
the three Chinese-made toys re-
covered by the Special Cell of the
Delhi police from a Pakistan na-
tional described as an agent of In-
ter Services Intelligence (IS
could have spelt death for many
here as these were packed with
860 gm of deadly RDX, four elec-
tronic detonators and two ABCD
timers with a range of 8 minutes
32 seconds to 194 days.

The seizure was made by the
Special Cell after it got intelli-
gence inputs that explosives were
being smuggled in from Pakistan
throdgh the Atari-Wagah border.

The Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Special Cell), Mr. Ashok
Chand, said on Monday the 42-
year-old Pakistan national, Abdul
Rasheed, was nabbed by a police
team from the Dhaula Kuan bus
stand here over the weekend.

Abdul Rasheed, who lived in
Delhi’s Jama Masjid area, had
earlier been arrested in Septem-
ber 1998 for circulating fake cur-
rency in India at the instance of
the ISI. He had been released on
bail in January 1999. Thereafter, a
watch was being kept on him.
Mr. Chand said information
was refeived on Sunday that Ab-
dul Rasheed would deliver a con-

signment of explosives to\some
persons at Dhaula Kuan ang was
tailed. He boarded a bus at Red
Fort and alighted near Dhaula
Kuan. Subsequently, he proceed-
ed on foot towards the inter-State
bus stand where he met two men|
— identified later as Aas Moham-
mad and Mohammad Ismail of]
Gurgaon in Haryana. Police
swooped on him and nabbed
him. Two polythene bags were re-
covered from Abdul Rasheed.
These contained three toys, one
of them a “‘school bus”.

The toys were dismantled by
the police and explosive material
was recovered from inside. Cases

of sedition and waging war «

against the state were registered
at the Delhi Cantonment police
station. During interrogation, Ab- C
dul Rasheed — who hails from La-
hore — is said to have told the
police he first came to India in
1992 and took to petty smuggling.
In 1994, he was banned from
coming into India after his smug-
gling activities were detected.

In 1998 he entered India on a
fake passport under the assumed
name of Khalid Saleem. He began
circulating fake currency but was
nabbed. Upon his release on bail,
he was engaged as a “sleeper
agent”’ by ISI, which directed him
to-merge into the local populace
and await further ordeﬁ/ /
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2000 \/

W
THE DLINE REMARKS of the Chief Execu-
tive of Pakistan, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, during
his exclusive interview to The Hindu, demon-
strate that the lessons of the past half a century of
the roller-coaster bilateral relationship have not
been learnt by the rulers of that country. By hold-
ing the entire gamut of the ties hostage to the
intractable Kashmir dispute, Gen. Musharraf is
setting the clock back, negating the substantial
gains of the past decade when a measure of hard-
nosed pragmatism was introduced into the con-
duct of the evolving relationship. In the total
absence of mutual trust following the Kargil fla-
reup, such an approach can be counterproduc-
tive. If the Shimla Agreement and the Lahore
Declaration contained one common message it
was that, as the relations matured, the two coun-
tries would benefit by following a multitrack ap-
proach to the different aspects of the bilateral
ties. India and China have successfully pursued a
similar policy which, while the two tackled the
vexed, longpending territorial question, allowed
for movement in other areas of the wideranging
ties. It never meant — neither country could have
accepted any such interpretation — that the bor-
der issue was being sidelined or put in cold stor-
age. It meant that even as the two neighbours set
up the machinery at several levels to deal with
the intricacies of the border question, they saw
wisdom in not allowing the relationship to be
held to ransom by that one issue, howevgr funda-
mental it is.

Gen. Musharraf’'s comment, “‘Kashmiy is the
only problem, the others are aberrations,
differences”, betrays a mindset that is a warri-
some throwback to the days of his military prede-
cessor, Gen Zia ul-Haq, when bilateral relations
hit the nadir. It was the Zia regime which pegged
the bilateral relations firmly to the Kashmir issue
as part of its Islamisation agenda and pushed
Pakistan down a dangerously slippery path. By
repudiating the Lahore process, trashing (mili-
tary?) confidence building measures which have

N A KASHMIR-CENTRED AGENDA

in the past prevented irritants from reaching the
flashpoint and by more or less rejecting Track II
diplomacy, Gen. Musharraf is shutting out what-
ever little warmth had come into the relation-
ship. His expressed readiness to resume the
interrupted dialogue with India contrasts with
his Kashmir-centred agenda. For India to re-
spond he must create the right atmosphere by
acting decisively to end cross-border terrorism
and support to the increasingly bloody proxy war
in Kashmir. Against the record of Pakistan’s In-
ter-Services Intelligence, his defence of the activ-
ities of fundamentalist militants like Masood
Azhar is unconvincing. India certainly would like
the authorities in Pakistan to curb such fire-
brands and prevent a whipping up of frenzy
against this country.

Even while putting across a hard line on the
substantive issues, there are signs of some proce-
dural flexibility including a willingness to pro-
ceed on the bilateral track. At times conciliatory
and at others deliberately hardline and even hos-
tile, Gen. Musharraf conveys one clear message:
he is here to stay and the rest of the world had
better get ready to deal with him and his regime
on a long term basis. As the former Army Chief
sets about establishing his bona fides, he has as-
sumed the mantle of national saviour and re-
former like his two predecessors had done. His
claim to legitimacy can hardly be judged on the
basis of the record of his 100 days in office. Gen.
Zia and before him Gen. Ayub Khan, too, had
registered a number of initial gains like restoring
law and order after a period of chaos, some mea-
sure of efficiency in administration and resump-
tion of normal socio-economic activities. Both
became repressive as the initial euphoria died
down and the time came for delivering results
and were reluctant to establish a framework for
transfer of power to civilians. Like them, Gen.
Musharraf promises a return to suitably-trimmed
civilian rule. He has a task on hand.
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_—Pak. expels \
v Moses #° !

T 4|
{u/V~By-Amit Baruah]

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 18. Mr. P. Moses, a
staffer of the Indian High Com-
mission here, abducted and ar-
rested on false charges of carrying
a “remote device” for a bomb on
Sunday afternoon, was asked to-
day by Pakistan to leave the coun-
try within seven days.

The announcement came 24
hours after the acting Indian High
Commissioner, Mr. Sudhir Vyas,
had told Pakistani authorities that
there was no question of Mr. Mos-
es or other unidentified staff
members being ‘“made available”
for prosecution under local laws.

Given the serious nature of the
charge, it is surprising that Pakis-
tan did not act earlier to have Mr.
Moses removed from the scene.
The approach is reflective of the
fact that Pakistan wanted to use
this pretext for launching a prop-
aganda campaign against India.

Mr. Vyas was summoned again
today to the Foreign Ministry and
when he reiterated that Mr. Mos-
es would not be “made available”
for prosecution, a note declaring
the Indian staffer persona non
grata was handed over to him.

The acting High Commissioner
was informed that since India was
not cooperating with Pakistan,
Mr. Moses might be withdrawn
from the mission. The charge of
his being involved in terrorist ac-
tivities was made again.

India blamed for blast

The Daily Telegraph reports
from Lahore:

Pakistan is blaming Indian in-
telligence agents for Monday’s
bomb explosion which killed six
persons in a bazaar in Karachi.
Officials said the bombing was
part of an increasing campaign by
India to undermine its neighbour.

No group has claimed respon-
sibility but a senior official in Isla-
mabad said: “It is most likely to
be part of India’s on-going cam-
paign of aggression to try to in-
timidate Pakistan.”

-
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/ﬁasood Azhar
“943 weds \Q\\"\

MULTAN, JAN.18. Masood Azhar,
one of the three Pakistani mili-
tants freed by India to end the hi-
jacking of the Indian Airlines jet,
has married in a quiet ceremony,
his father said today.

Azhar returned to his home
early this month after his release
in exchange of 155 hostages on-
board the hijacked plane at Kan-
dahar in Afghanistan. He married

late yesterday at his home in Ba- '

hawalpur, in central Pakistan, 100 ;
Km south of here, his father, Allah
Bakhsh Sabir, said.c}vf}. f‘ A

“It was a simple ceremony just .
for a few family members,” Sabir

said. Only 12 relatives were pre-
sent at the ceremony, he said.
Azhar, who has links to the
‘Harkat-ul-Mujahideen’  group,
appeared in public several times
since his release and spoke at an
Islamic seminary in Karachi earli-
er this month, vowing to wage a
holy war against India. — AFP
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.~ Musharraf gets China’s
i~ ‘unconditional support’ 19/;

BEUING, JAN. 18. The Pakistani mil-
itary ruler, General Pervez Mush-
arraf, today left for home after
winning unconditional diplomat-
ic and political backing from the
Chinese leadership for his admin-
istration.

The unconditional Chinese
backing for the Pakistani military-
led government came during two
days of talks between Gen. Mush-
arraf and Chinese leaders, includ-
ing the President, Mr. Jiang
Zemin.

“China pursues a comprehen-
sive partnership with Pakistan
and would make new efforts to
consolidate and advance Sino-Pa-
kistani relations, Mr. Jiang, also
general secretary of the ruling
communist party, told the Pakis-
tani chief executive during a
meeting here, the Xinhua news
agency reports.

Earlier today, the Chinese Par-
liament Speaker and former
Prime Minister, Mr. Li Peng, told
Gen. Musharraf that Sino-Pakis-
tani friendship was firmly en-
trenched.

“The friendly relations and
cooperation between the two
countries had been strengthened
while cooperation in political, ec-
onomic, military, scientific, cul-
tural and other fields had borne
fruits,” Mr. Li said.

During talks vyesterday, the
Prime Minister, Mr. Zhu Rongji,
told Gen. Musharraf that China’s
support for Pakistan would con-
tinue regardless of developments
ofi the domestic or international
scene.

Mr. Jiang described China and

The Chinese President, Mr. Jiang Zemin (left), greets
the Pakistani Military ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf
in Beijing on Tuesday.

Pakistan as good neighbours and
that their friendship, established
on the basis of the fundamental
interests of the people of the two
countries, had stood the test of
time.

“The mutual understanding
and support of the two countries
are due to adhering to the five
principles of peaceful co-exist-
ence,” he stressed while hoping
that Pakistan would maintain so-
cial stability and economic devel-
opment.

“China would like to see a more
stable, prosperous Pakistan in fu-
ture,” he said.

He also declared that China

would pursue good relations with
all neighbouring countries on the
basis of the five principles of
peaceful co-existence and would
not interfere in the internal affairs
of other countries.

Gen. Musharraf described his
visit to China as fruitful and
thanked the Chinese leadership
for their understanding and sup-
port over the years.

“Cooperation and friendship
between the two countries should
be cemented in the new century,”
the Pakistani chief executive, who
arrived here yesterday for a two-
day working visit at the invitation
of Mr. Zhu Rongji, said. — PTI
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India should trea
Pakistan as a state
sponsor of terroris
and deal withitina
decisive and pre-
emptive manner

he seven day hijack of Indian

Airlines flight 814 attracted

much international media at-

tention, particularly televi-

sion. One noticeable aspect of
the coverage was how clinical and non-
committal was the foreign media’s com-
mentary on the hijack. The hijackers
were assiduously referred to as “mili-
tants from Kashmir, an area of dispute
between Pakistan and India”. There was
no condemnation of the act of terrorism
nor any critical references to those
groups or countries which were in a po-
sition to provide assistance to the hijack-
ers. There was an absence of emotion
and hype of the type that attends terror-
ist acts where citizens of more powerful
countries are involved.

The Western media’s coverage of the
tragic events of December last year re-
flected a deeper reality. Namely, that
while the world takes note and will take
note of such critical events, the basic re-
sponsibility of dealing with them re-
mains with the affected country. Neither
in terms of value judgments nor of oper-
ational support should anyone expect ef-
fective pressure on the terrorists and
their supporting agencies to come from
other governments. Dealing with chal-
lenges to India’s security is and will be a
lonely responsibility — as is the case for
other countries — except when collec-
tive self-interest impels other states to
take action.

been available to the public for

three weeks now. The manner in
which the government tackled the prob-
lem, from start until the foreign minis-
ter’s trip to Kandahar to deliver the ter-
rorists, has been subject to acrimonious
cogitation. Rather than repeating these
many post mortems, it would be better to
look at the policy lessons of this particu-
lar case of crisis management.

First, and most significant, is that the
way the crisis was handled showed a pol-
icy orientation that placed the highest
value on human lives, even if this had
negative implications in terms of secu-
rity and counter-terrorist activity. Sec-
ond, India seemed to lack a clearly de-
fined national policy on hijacking and

Facts regarding the hijack have

The author is former foreign secretary
of India

N, DIXIT

IIIusmns and
misplaced assumptions
of reasonableness must
not be factors in India’s

Pakistan policy ,

other terrorist acts. Third, though aware
of Pakistan’s long term policy to foment
subversion in India, India is still short of
adopting a categorical and decisive pos-
ture against Pakistan in response to its
declared intentions.

While the organizational arrange-
ments for dealing with such crises exist,
including the operational instruments
with the necessary coordination and
real time response, much more has to be
done to bring things up to mark and
allow effective and timely counter-mea-
sures.

There is an apex crisis management
committee, chaired by the cabinet secre-
tary. There are also specially trained per-
sonnel like the nationatl security guards.
There also exist people trained in negoti-
ating in terrorist situations. There also
exist procedural manuals, detailing ac-
tion on a step by step basis.

But whether it was the Purulia arms
drop or the recurrent terrorism in Kash-
mir and the Northeast or the hijack, the
Indian response is marred by compart-
mentalization of responsibilities, short-
comings in coordination between differ-
ent agencies and consequent delays in
response. It was an unanimous intelli-
gence assessment that Pakistan would
increase its sponsorship of violence fol-
lowing 1its debacle in Kargil. India
should have moved on to a higher level of
alertness and security deployment. The
need now is to speculate on what remedi-
al action can be taken.

Foremost is the need to define firm
policy stances on negotiating with ter-
rorists when they are engaged in violent
acts. Like Israel and the United States,
India could take a decision not to negoti-
ate or compromise with any category of
terrorist. Second, the crisis manage-
ment procedure should be fine-tuned to
ensure efficient coordination and quick
response. Third, India needs to negotiate
agreements with other countries, partic-
ularly in south Asia, to enable Indian se-
curity guards to do the final security
check before passengers board Indian
planes from airports in neighbouring
countries. It goes without saying that
better security systems will also be need-
ed in airports within India.

S pecial forces entrusted with
counter-terrorist tasks should be
deployed in a decentralized man-
ner, with one or two central units kept in
reserve. Each unit should be provided
with logistical support to allow for quick
time response. India could get assistance
and advice for training such personnel
from countries with experience of ter-
rorist pressure. Their response is likely
to be positive.

Tt is important to assess external re-
actions to the hijack and structure

Ind1a flies alone

India’s approach to foreign governments
in a realistic manner. It is my assess-
ment that a diplomatic and publicity
campaign to have Pakistan declared a
terrorist state is a futile exercise. While
countries like the US were supportive
and helped India with information and
intelligence inputs during the hijacking,
indications were given from official
sources from most important countries
that they were not inclined to declare
Pakistan a terrorist state and subject it
to sanctions.

he alternative is simple, logical

I and direct. India should treat Pak-

istan as a state sponsoring terror-

ism and deal with it in a decisive and pre-

emptive manner to the extent possible.

India must simultaneously put the im-

portant powers and the international

community in general on notice that
this will be the nation’s approach.

Events following the hijack and com-
munication intercepts between the hi-
jackers and their controllers clearly es-
tablish Pakistan’s involvement in the hi-
jack. Thefacilities given to the terrorists
who were freed, allowing them to travel
to Pakistan and make public pronounce-
ments, the speed with which these state-
ments were recorded and distributed in
northern India, should make us con-
scious of the extent of the Inter-Services
Intelligence network in India. It would
be sufficient to inform foreign govern-
ments and the United Nations regularly
and extensively about Pakistani spon-
sored terrorism. There is no point in be-
seeching the world to give Pakistan a
negative certificate. India must deal
with Pakistan the best that it can.

The taliban regime undoubtedly con-
tributed in a marginal way to defusing
the crisis. But it did so not because of
any empathy or goodwill towards India.
A cardinal motivation of the taliban is to
safeguard their own credibility and
image with the world community, This is
especially true given US pressure on the
taliban regarding pan-Islamic terror-
ism. The taliban’s role can be acknowl-
edged, but only if one is aware of their
motives. India should indicate that if the
taliban gain effective control of
Afghanistan and stabilize the country
internally, respecting human rights,
India would be willing to deal with them.
Relations with the taliban have to be an
exercise in practical politics.

Overall, the Indian government dealt
with the specific issue of the crisis as
best it could, at least once the aircraft left
Amritsar. Ensuring the passengers safe-
ty in the face of adverse circumstances
was desirable and this objective was
achieved. The cost and implications of
this compromise is still to be dealt with.
Hence the need for better internal man-
agement and need to recognize that
India alone must deal with Pakistan. 11-
lusions and misplaced assumptions of
reasonableness should not be factors in
India’s Pakistan policy.
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-~ India expels

Pak. staffer

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN 19. Close on the
heels of the expulsion of a staffer
by Pakistan, India today asked Is-
lamabad to “withdraw”” one of its
officials from its High Commis-
sion here. } 7 -{ D¢

The Foreign Office tod )i twice
summoned the Pakistan|Deputy
High Commissioner, My. Akbar
Zeb, and sought the withdrawal of
Mr. Shabir Hussain Shabh, a staffer
in the Pakistan High Commission.
Mr. Shah, according to the For-
eign Office spokesman, was being
expelled for “indulging in activ-
ities incompatible with his official
status.” The Government has
sought his removal by January 26.
The spokesman parried questions
about a link between the expul-
sion of Mr. P. Moses, a staffer in
the Indian High Commission at
Islamabad yesterday and that of
Mr. Shah.

In a related development, the
Foreign Office summoned the Pa-
kistani Deputy High Commis-
sioner for a second time to
“categorically and unequivocal-
ly” reject the allegations made
against Mr. Moses.

Allegations absurd: Page 13
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No talks until Pak creates

right a@nosphere*

London, January 20 !\ \’

INDIA HAS ruled out a dialogue
with Pakistan till Islamabad creat-
ed a proper environment by adjur-
ing violence, giving up encourage-
ment to cross-border terrorism
and ending the daily cry of jihad
against it. "These are not precondi-
tions, these are essential integrals
for the creation of a proper envi-
ronment,”  External  Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh said last
night on BBC World TV's 'Asia
Today' programine.

"We will remain committed to
dialogue and reconciliation. But it
is obvious that, for this, not as a
precondition but as an integral of
the dialogue process itself, a prop-
er environment be created," Singh
said.

He said Pakistan has to recognise
that this compulsive hostility that it

demonstrates towards India must
cease. "l don't#ish to particularise
it and copcentrate only on the

uack at Kandahar, which was %
S,

ial for large number of Indian:
but there is need for Pakistan to
come to terms with reality," he
said. Answering a query on

Jaswant Singh

whether he has any hostility
towards Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
Chief Executive of Pakistan, the
External Affairs Minister said "of
course not, not in the slightest. I
scarcely know the gentleman.”

d

72 1JAN LM

Jaswant

\3’/-‘\)sked whether the working
group on counter-terrorism set up
at the tenth round of Indo-US
talks on nuclear issues be linked to
the recent hijacking of the Indian
Airlines plane, Jaswant Singh
replied in the negative.

"It is not a consequence of the
hijacking alone - if that's what you
mean by linking -- but it is a joint
working group to combat the inter-
national menace of terrorism
because both these countries have
recognised such menace and it.
needs to be addressed jointly."

To a query whether US Deputy
Secretary of State Strobe Talbott
agreed with India's position that
Pakistan was directly involved in
the hijacking, Singh said, "Well, we
discussed it but it was not my
expectation that I will want from
Strobe Talbott a judgement one
way or another. These are neces-
sarily issues that are considered at
some length by various countries
from different angles." (PTI)




“Proper climate needed
«'for parleys with Pak.’

LONDON, JAN.20. India has ruled out a dialogue with
Pakistan till Islamabad created a proper environ-
ment by adjuring violence, giving up encouragement
to cross-border terrorism and ending the daily cry of
Jehad against it.

“These are not preconditions, these are essential
integrals for the creation of a proper environment,”
the External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, said
last night on BBC world TV’s ‘Asia today’ pro-
gramme.

“We will remain committed to dialogue and rec-
onciliation. But it is obvious that, for this, not as a
precondition but as an integral of the dialogue proc-
ess itself, a proper environment be created,” Mr.
Singh said.

He said Pakistan had to recognise that this com-
pulsive hostility that it demonstrated towards India
must cease. ‘I do not wish to particularise it and
concentrate only on the hijack at Kandahar, which
was a trial for large number of Indians, but there is
need for Pakistan to come to terms with reality,” he
said.

Asked to define reality, he said, “the reality being
that India really has no hostility towards Pakistan,
that Pakistan can simply not have a position of per-
petual confrontation towards India which will cause
irreparable damage.”

Asked whether the two countries were conducting
a proxy war, Mr. Singh said, ‘‘Pakistan is certainly
conducting a %destine war, not a proxy war. And

o far as India is concerned and certainly since the
JP Government came to power, not last year but in
998, “‘there is no question of any such kind of activ-

in Pakistan ever having been encouraged by In-
ia,” he said.

Asked whether the working group on counter-ter-
rorism set up at the 10th round of Indo-U.S. talks on
nuclear issues was linked to the recent hijacking of
the Indian Airlines plane, Mr. Jaswant Singh replied
in the negative.

“It is not a consequence of the hijacking alone — if
that’s what your mean by linking — but it is a joint
working group that India and the U.S. have set up to
combat the international menace of terrorism be-
cause the assumption being that there is recognition
by both countries that there is indeed such menace
and it needs to be addressed jointly.”

Asked if the U.S. Deputy Secretary of State, Mr.
Strobe Talbott agreed with India’s position that Pa-
kistan was directly involved in the hijacking, Mr.
Singh said,”Well, we discussed it but it was not my
expectation that 1 will want from strobe Talbott a
judgment one way or another. These are necessarily
issues that are considered at some length by various
countries from different angles.”

Asked whether India’s hostility to Pakistan was
based on the belief that Mr. Musharraf was in charge
of Pakistan's Army during the Kargil conflict, Mr.
Singh said India had no such hostility as the ques-
tioner suggested.— PTI
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PM lambasts Pak for

o geo il
aiding !
Shilong,Janian o P

Vajpayee today hit out at Pakistan

for backing insurgents and sepa-
ratists in the North Eastern States, in a
bid to destabilise India and said the activ-
ities of these outfits perpetuated back-
wardness and poverty in the region.

"It is now well established that Pakistan
is backing some of these groups as part of
its larger game plan to destabilise India,"
he said, inaugurating a two-day confer-
ence of Governors and Chief Ministers of
the North-East States and Sikkim, on
"Security  Issues and  Regional
Development".

"One of the many factors that have
impeded economic development in some
North-East States is violence unleashed
by insurgents and externally-aided sepa-
ratists besides criminals,” he said.

Though some State Governments dis-
played strong determination in con-
fronting these anti-national and anti-
social forces, a lot more remained to be
done to create a proper environment for

PRIME MINISTER Atal Bihari

investment and implementation of devel-
opment programmes in the region, he
said.

The conference is being attended,
among others, by Home Minister L K
Advani, Defence Minister George
Fernandes, Deputy Chairman of the
Planing Commission K C Pant and
Minister of State for Water Resources
Bijoy Chakraborty.

Addressing the conference, the Prime
Minister stressed the Centre's deep and
abiding commitment to the rapid eco-
nomic progress of the region.

Regretting that the North-Eastern
Council has not lived up to the role it was
assigned, the Prime Minister said that
increased funding alone could not solve
the economic and social problems of the
region and Sikkim. "One such issue is
that large sums of money do not find
their way to the projects for which they
are intended", Mr Vajpayee said.

Expressing that elections to local bod-
ies must be held on time, the Prime
Minister said, "We need to pursue devel-
opment policies and programmes that
generate employment, though not neces-

THE HINDUSTAN TES
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N-E insurgents

sarily in Govt sector".

At a press conference in the evening
jointly addressed by the Union Finance
Minister Yashwant Sinha nad Deputy
Chairman of Planning Commission K. C,
Pant, the north-eastern states were asked
to identify thrust areas for investment to
ensure quick economic development and
create employment opportunities.

"The Prime Minister wanted the N-E
states to prepare project reports on the
thrust areas so that the Centre would
take appropriate steps to help them”, Mr
Pant said.

Mr Sinha said the Centre had offered to
constitute a task force to look into the
financing needs of the tea industry of the
region.

The proposed task force would study
the problems of the tea industry and
make recommendations to remove them,
he said.

Earlier addressing the meeting, Assam
CM Prafulla Kumar Mahanta demanded
50 per cent share of the State from the
central pool of non-lapsable funds stating
that 72 per cent of the population of the
North-East resided in the State.
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Musharraf warns
India agalnst“‘
crossing the Lok

Pak’s proxy war will be crushed: Venkaiah

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan, which
failed to capture an Indian post in
Kashmir on Saturday, has warned
India against crossm%\the Lige of
Control (LoC). ?’

Interestingly as aklstan accused
India of crossing the LoC, General
Pervez Musharraf, in an interview
the same day, said “Indians are not
refraining from crossing the LoC
out of any love for Pakistan.

“They would have done it long
before if they could. We will teach
them a lesson on the LoC or any-
where else.”

He said he did not want to issue a
challenge, but
“the Indians
should not make
the mistake of
trying any-
thing....”

In the panel
interview to the
Nation and the
Nawa-i-Wagqt,

the visiting U.S
delegations was
terrorism al
though discus
sions were also

cans did not say
that the Kash
miri  freedom
struggle should
be stopped but only showed con-
cern over terrorism in the Valley re-
lating to killing of civilians,” he
claimed.

The Americans, he said, were
also concerned with Saudi dissident

"Osama Bin Laden. “They have
shown concern over (released mili-

“tant) Maulana Masood Azhar’s
statements that he will eliminate
America. But they are not talking
about him in the context of Kash-
mir,” he claimed.

He dismissed reports that the
U.S. had warned Pakistan on ter-
rorism-related issues.

Gen Musharraf told the papers
that, he believed, “such comments
that can damage Pakistan should
be avoided.” “The Americans have
not warned us on terrorism-related
issues at all,”*he claimed.

“During the talks with the Amer-
icans I used the word reciprocity
that should be observed in the case

of Kashmir. If Indians want an end
to the Kashmiri struggle then they
should accept that Kashmir is an is-
sue and discussions should be held
on it. They should end the atrocities
and if there is a reduction of Indian
troops in Kashmir, we will request
the Mujahideen.”

When asked about the US.
“pressure” to restore civilian rule,
Gen Musharraf said it was not pos-
sible to give such a timeframe and
the Americans have accepted this
position. Questions were being
raised, he said, about the road map
for return to civil rule. “We will in-
stall real democ-
racy and don’t
to bring

sham
democracy as pre-
” He said

Elections
will be held at the
grassroots level
paving way for
real democracy.

Defining  his
connotation  of
“real democracy”
he said officials
will be subordi-
nate to elected
representatives,
speedy justice will
be provided to people at their
doorsteps and there will be an end
to atrocities by the police.

Meanwhile, the BJP on Sunday
cautioned Pakistan against contin-
uing its proxy war with India and
said that the country was more than
capable of giving them a fitting re-
ply. “Pakistan seems to feel that by
these activities it will be able to
achieve its goal, but it will be sadly
disappointed to know that the
country is capable of meeting the
challenge from Pakistan”, BJP gen-
eral secretary and spokesperson M.
Venkaiah Naidu told mediapersons
in Chennai.Referring to Saturday’s
incident at the LoC, Mr Naidu said
Pakistan was yet to learn lessons
from its previous follies.

It was continuously engaged in
aiding and abetting terrorism. Pak-
istan could not face India in battle-
field and hence it was getting in-
volved in such activities. ()
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Musharraf’s chdrges of

LoC violation reject

HT Correspondent

7,
Wi
New Delhi, January 24 a5 \\

INDIA TODAY firmly rejecte
Pakistan military ruler General
Pervez Musharraf's allegation that
Indians had recently crossed the
Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Brushing aside Gen Musharraf's
remarks that Indians were not
refraining from crossing the LoC, a
foreign office spokesman said, "It
is pointless telling India this. It was
Pakistan which had violated LoC
during the Kargil contlict.”

In an interview to a Pakistani
daily, Gen Musharraf had said that
India would be "taught a lesson" if
it tried to cross the LoC.

Mcanwhile, bodies of five
Pakivani soldiers of 24 Baluch
unit. who were killed in Akhnoor
sector last Friday, are still lying
unclaimed in the custody of the
Indian Army.

e %\‘ ~

According to an  Army
spokesman, Pakistani authorities,
despite being fully aware of the
involvement of its troops in the
attack on Indian post PP 13 in
Akhnoor sector, continue to main-
tain total silence on claiming the
bodies of their fallen soldiers.

"This is in line with the trend
evinced during Operation Vijay,
where 271 Pak troops were killed.
The Pak aggression is proved
beyond doubt by the way of their
having left behind bodies and a
large number of weapons in the
Indian territory,” the spokesman
said.

Official sources said Pakistan
had stepped up firing from across
the border since last one week and
even today there was heavy mortar
firing in the Krishnaghati and
Pallanwala sectors of Jammu
region. The firing left two Indian
soldiers with splinter injuries in
Krishna Ghati area.
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Fak sﬂfferin

o

syndrome, say

HT Corresporndent ‘
New Delhi, January 24

DEFENCE MINISTER George
Fernandes today said Pakistan was
suffering from the “Kargil syn-
drome” and maintained that the
recurring volatile clashes along the
LoC in Jammu and Kashmir indi-
cated that Islamabad was still
1 smarting over the blowCINu. oY, Q,
In an apparent redction to
Pakistan military ruler Gen Pervez
Musharraf’s threat to “teach India
a lesson” after last Saturday’s LoC
clash near the Akhnoor sector, Mr
Fernandes said: “It appears that
Pakistan is still smarting under the
- Kargil blow. It is time they got over
this syndrome.”
The Defence Minister said the
Pak rulers, instead of speaking in

language of threats, should make
the conditions conducive for talks.

Talking to newsmen after
addressing an  international
defence seminar on ‘Asian Security
in the 21st Century’, Mr Fernandes
said that it was Pak troops that had
crossed the border on Saturday but
were beaten back by Indian troops.

“It was a special charge made
inside our territory. We have bod-
ies of six Pakistani soldiers still
lying with us. They have to ask us
for these bodies thus acknowledg-
ing that it was they who had
crossed the border,” the Defence
Minister emphasised.

Asked whether he saw a pattern
in these recurring clashes, Mr
Fernandes said, “Ups and downs
keep taking place on the border.”
On the reported visit of freed

g from Kargil

{ Fernandes

Harkat-ul-Ansar ideoiogue Mas-
ood Azhar to Kandahar from
Karachi in Pakistan, the minister
said everyone knew of the
Taliban’s involvement with Pakis-
tan and the hijackers of the IA
plane. “There was not only sympa-
thy but much more than that for
hijackers in Kandahar,” the minis-
ter said. “At that point, the Taliban
had facilitated the Indian negotiat-
ing team and beyond that we have
not gone to compliment them.”

Meanwhile, in his inaugural
address at the symposium organ-
ised by Institute of Defence
Studies and Analyses, Mr
Fernandes said India’s nuclear
strategy was defensive, “one of
retaliation only” and that New
Delhi’s aim was to deter a nuclear
threat against the country.
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/CEY\% Jawing about War, o\

octrinal debate has started between India and Pakistan which has
not attracted adequate public attention. Defence Minister George [Fer-
nandes, army chief General V P Malik and other strategic experts in In-
dia are focusing on the possibility of limited wars even under condi-
tions of mutual nuclear deterrence. Across the border, however, Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf is arguing that in the light of mutual nuclear de-
terrence, limited conventional wars are not very likely but there is an
increasing probability of proxy war. Though General Musharraf put
forward similar arguments in April 1999, that did not stop him from try-
ing out a limited war in Kargil, a war which he tried hard to pass off as a
proxy war. What is occurring is not just an academic debate between
the two countries but a process of communication on strategies likely
to be adopted in their ongoing 52-year confrontation. Pakistan had for-
mulated its long-term strategy against India on the assumption that In-
dia would not fight back; last October, General Musharraf himself told
his troops after Kargil and the military coup that Indians were cowards
and would never attack Pakistan. There is a widespread belief in the
Pakistani military and political establishment that they can deter India
with their nuclear weapons, tie down the Indian forces with terrorism
and mercenary militancy, and seize Kashmir at an appropriate moment
when the Indian government is weak and vacillating. Hence General
Musharraf’s emphasis on proxy war. O - oN——
What India is trying to signal is that with its%creased capability to
detect and liquidate militants as they enter Indian territory, there are
distinct possibilities of Pakistan’s proxy war escalating into border
clashes and limited wars of the Kargil type. The responsibility for such
escalation will squarely rest on Pakistan. In the nuclear age, the inter-
national community does not favour any alteration of borders or lines
of control through the use of force or nuclear blackmail. Therefore, the
Pakistani leadership should be left in no doubt that India would deal
tirmly and forcefully with any attempt at escalating the proxy war into
territorial intrusions of the kind that occurred in Kargil. In the late
1950s, when faced with a similar threat from the USSR, the US adopted
the strategy of flexible response to deal with anticipated ‘salami slicing’
tactics. Kargil demonstrated that India could do the same effectively.
What is now being advocated by Mr Fernandes and General Malik 1s
an appropriately updated version of the flexible response strategy vis-
a-vis Pakistan in the light of the principles laid down in the Helsinki de-
claration of 1975 and enforced by the US on Pakistan in the Clinton-
Nawaz Sharif communique of July 4,1999. These perspectives will have
to be impressed upon General Musharraf and the Pakistanis as and
when the first interaction between the two countries occurs and should
also be widely publicised to ensure that Pakistan does not start another
war under the dubious assumption that India would not fight back. /
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har forms group to

w-" wage ‘jehad’

ﬂ?y it Baruah

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 28. Masood Azhar,
the Pakistani cleric released in the
terrorists-for-hostages deal by the
BJP-led Government on Decem-
ber 31, has announced the forma-
tion of the Lashkar-i-
- Muhammadi (LiM), a new outfit,
to wage “jehad” (holy war)
against India.

A report in the Ausaf newspa-
per today quoted Azhar as telling
a gathering of religious leaders
here yesterday, that he would
soon raise a force of six lakhs for
the “jehad” in Kashmir. He called
upon the other “jehadi groups’ to
unite under the new Lashkar.

He took exception to India’s de-
scription of Kashmir as an "‘atoot
ang" or integral part of India.
“Ham India ke ang, ang ko tor
denge (we will break every part of
India),” Azhar was quoted as say-
ing.

He claimed that the LiM would
be run on the lines of the Taliban
and called upon the “ulema’” to
nominate one ‘“‘mujahid” to be
the Amir-ul-Momineen or su-
preme leader, as in the case of the
Taliban. If the ulema in Pakistan
could not take a decision on this
issue, a final verdict should be left
to the Amir-ul-Momineen of Tali-
ban, Mullah Mohammad Omar.

Expressing great pride in In-
dia’s "‘defeat” at Kandahar, Azhar
claimed that the Indian Home
Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani, had
said that during his lifetime, the
Pakistani terrorist would not be
released. But the Indian External
Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, had to bring him in his
own aircraft to Kandahar and

hand him over to Mullah Omar
and the Taliban leadership.

The announcement of the new
“jehadi” outfit comes close on the
heels of a statement by the Har-
kat-ul-Mujahideen chief, Fazlur
Rehman Khalil, that Azhar had
“no links” with the Harkat. He
did, however, admit that Azhar
had links with the Harkat earlier.

It appears as if the Harkat has
become suspicious of Masood Az-
har and his activities. Information
available suggests that the Harkat
had served a show-cause notice
on Azhar soon after he surfaced in
Pakistan after his release. Ques-

. tions are being raised as to why

Masood Azhar went to Kashmir
on a Portugese passport, where he
was arrested. An explanation had
been sought by the Harkat on why
Azhar had gone to Kashmir.

PTI reports:

Mr. Masood Azhar has threat-
ened to ‘“settle scores” with the
RSS soon for the Babri Masjid
demolition.
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Working to
- defuse Indo-P
| crisig; Clinton,

-
WASHINGTON, . 28. k} e U.S.
President, Mr} Bill Clinton, has
said that working to defuse the
crisis between [ndia and Pakistan
was one of the “fundamental
challenges” the United States
must meet globally in the 21st
century.

In his final State of the Union
address last night, Mr. Clinton
said "‘America cannot prevent ev-
ery conflict or stop every outrage.
But where our interests are at
stake and we can make a differ-
ence, we must be peacemakers.”’

Meanwhile, media reports here
today said Mr. Clinton may skip
Pakistan during his upcoming
South Asia visit citing new securi-
ty issues in addition to support by
some Pakistan Government agen-
cies to terrorist organisations.—
PTI
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Bus ride between Delh
Q@Lahore still

ORE: Dewan Lal is an un-
likely passenger on a bus that has
come to be recognised as the sym-
bol of a failed diplomatic initiative
for peace between India and Pak-
istan.

A Pakistani Hindu, he travelled
to India from a remote arca in
Sindh to seek treatment for his ter-
minally ill 11-year-old daughter,
Rabel. His wife of 15 years. Bela.
and younger daughter Sushma
look on as Lal bares his heart after
an initial hesitation. Rabel suffers
from thalassemia major, a condi-
tion that requires prohibitively ex-
pensive multiple blood transfusion
to keep the patient alive. Doctors
give her only a few more years, he
explains with a lump in his throat.

Lal, a third year MBBS dropout,
now runs a small ‘kirana’ business.
Illiteracy in the remote areas of
Sindh is widespread and people do
not come forward to donate blood.
he says, as the luxury bus Sada-i-
Sarhad (Call of the Border) is pilot-
ed through traffic by a siren-blaring
police escort. Incidentally, it is the
same bus that carried Prime Minis-
" ter Atal Behari Vajpayee to Lahore
in February last year.

Lal’s in-laws migrated to India in
1988 and are now settled in Indore.
“Treatment for Rabel is not readily
available here, so I became a mem-
ber of the Thalassemic Society of
Indore which takes care of most of
the expenses. I too am thinking of
migrating to India for my daugh-
ter’s sake.”

I\
‘ OothC\"&\

is torn and tormented,
ide which side of the
border her loyalties lie. Her mother
was an Indian, and so are her two
young sons and husband. But ten
years into marriage, the Pakistani
girl is still awaiting Indian citizen-
ship, which has so far been denied
to her due to bureaucratic red tape.

Farha's grandfather is from Bu-
landshahr in Uttar Pradcesh and
married off her mother in 1967 to a
cousin in Multan. A little over two
decades later. it was Farha's turn to
be separated from her family. as she
found herself returning to her roots
in Bulandshahr after marrying a
cousin. *Now I ask my mother why
she married me off across the bor-
der after herself having gone
through the agony of separation
with her family. Ab main apne be-
hen bhaiyon ke live warapti hoon
(Now I yearn to be with my broth-
ers and sisters).”

For passengers on board the bus,
Kashmir may well not exist. “The
Pakistani leaders should first solve
the numerous problems facing the
nation. Kashmir is more like the
Ram temple issue. You cannot keep
flogging it forever. Already the
charm 1s beginning to wear off.”
says Sharfuddin, a businessman
from Rawalpindi.The tension pal-
pable in newspapers on either side
of the border could not be felt as
Indians and Pakistanis watched
love-sick Salman Khan and
Bhagyashree prance around trees
in Muaine P'\'{U’ KI:\'(I. (Agencies)

THE TIMES OF INDIA
30 JAN 20D




“Pak. to abide by Lahore accord

By Amit Baruah HD \

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 30. Without nam-
ing the Lahore Declaration, Pakis-
tan has said that it is “‘prepared to
implement” the February 1999
Pakistan-India agreement pledg-
ing the two countries to the in-
tensification of efforts for the
resolution of outstanding issues,
including Kashmir.

This is, possibly, the first time
that Pakistan, in an official formu-
lation, has acknowledged that the
military Government of General
Pervez Musharraf is committed to
the Lahore Declaration.

In aletter to the United Nations
Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi An-
nan, the Pakistani Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Abdul Sattar, however,
claimed that India seemed “in-
tent on avoiding fulfilment of the
(Lahore) agreement. That obvi-
ously falsified Indian propaganda
blaming Pakistan for the present
hiatus in bilateral talks.”

The contents of the letter are in
sharp contrast to the remarks
made by Mr. Sattar at his first
press conference on November 8,
1999, after taking over as Foreign
Minister. “There are scores of
agreements between Pakistan
and India. The Lahore agreement
of February 1999 was one of them.
We will scour that agreement for
positive aspects and we'll be pre-
pared to implement them.”

Mr. Sattar — quoted by the offi-
cial APP news agency as saying in
his letter that Pakistan was also
prepared to comply with the U.N.

Resoluti n No. 1172 of Jurfe 6,
1998 — prgued that the centrality
of the Kashmir issue was obvious
in India-Pakistan relations.

“Any attempt to sideline this
core issue would be an ostrich-
like response of burying one's
head in the sand,” the letter said.

Mr. Sattar said both India and
Pakistan should welcome any and
every means of peacefully resolv-
ing their disputes. “Negotiations
are obviously the first but not the
only means. If they prove sterile,
as has been the experience be-
tween Pakistan and India, then
the other civilised means evolved
by the community of states
should be availed of in the inter-
est of peace,” the letter said.

Mr. Sattar was also quoted as
saying that a final decision on
whether or not the U.S. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, would visit Pakis-
tan was expected in a week or
two. The U.S., he said, could also
be proud of the role it played in
defusing crises between India and
Pakistan in 1990 and 1999. How-
ever, that record needed to be
built upon.

Ready to meet
Vajpayee: Musharraf

NEW DELHI, JAN. 30. Terming Indo-
Pakistan relations at its “lowest”,
Pakistan’s military ruler, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, today said he
was ready to meet the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, provided
that “centrality’” of the Kashmir
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E issue wpa:&tepﬂfd “Yes, as long

as the centrality of the Kashmir
dispute is accepted and we are
prepared to initiate a dialogue
and there is reciprocity on Kash-
mir,” Mr. Musharraf said when
asked in an interview whether he
was willing to meet Mr. Vajpayee.

Asked if Indo-Pakistan ties had
gone from bad to worse, he said
“yes, they are more dangerous
now. Our relations with India are

at the lowest”.

On the hijacking of the Indian
Airlines plane and reports that the
hijackers were currently in Pakis-
tan, Mr. Musharraf told Star
World’s ‘Focus Asia’ programme
“I don’t know at all that this is a
fact. They disappeared from Af-
ghanistan... And I presume they
are in Afghanistan.”

Asked to comment on New Del-
hi's demand for declaring Pakis-
tan a terrorist State, he said ‘‘we
are not a terrorist State. They (In-

dia) have been trying to brand us .

o

as one since long”.
they have got a good excuse of the
hijacking which they are pinning
on us which is absolutely wrong
again,”” he said.

To a question on whether he
would declare a “no-first-use’’
policy on nuclear weapons, he
said “nobody in his right mind
will use nuclear weapons... Our
weapons are to be used absolute-
ly as the last resolve. I hope and
pray that never happens”.

‘Another Kargll planned’: Page 13

Now lately,



~“Pak. has planned another

Y
A\

NEW DELH, JAN. 30. The Pakistan Army has re-
portedly planned a major Kargil-type offen-
sive in the coming months aimed at cutting off
large formations of Indian forces in Jammu
and Kashmir, according to a former aide to a
top Taliban commander.

The Pakistani military planners have direct-
ed big mercenary groups to attempt to cut off
the Jammu-Srinagar and Jammu-Poonch
highways in a bid to isolate troops stationed
on the Line of Control (LoC). They have asked
large groups of mercenaries to concentrate on
the lightly-held heights of the Pir Panjal range
straddling the two highways.

A former close aide of a top Taliban com-

. mander, Maulvi Abdul Rasul Rab Sayyaf, who
recently left Afghanistan for sanctuary in the
West, said preparations and plotting of the
proposed offensive were undertaken by Pakis-
tan's Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) com-
manders at the Harkat-ul-Mujahiddin-run
Khawar Zilli camps in the Khost province of
Afghanistan recently.

“The ISI has, or may be is, in the process of
infiltrating regular Pakistani soldiers in mufti
to lead and direct these operations and Pakis-
tani military planners might raise the stake by
arming mercenaries with light artillery guns
and 84- and 120-mm mortars for the offen-
sive,” the Taliban aide said on the condition of
anonymity.

A self-styled commander-in-chief of a major
Kashmiri militant group, the Hizbul Mujahid-

i din, Syed Salhuddin alias Mohammaed Yusuf,
who is now housed in the Pakistan-occupied-
Kashmir capital of Muzzaffarbad by the 1],

Kargil-type offensive;;u;@

was recently quoted by Pakistani papers as
threatening that mercenary groups on the
Kargil pattern were ready to launch major at-
tacks to cut off Indian border troops from their
rear bases.

Harkat preparations

According to military strategists here, Pakis-
tan’s aim could be to attempt to bring the two
national highways under artillery threat, mak-
ing the movement of vehicles difficult if not
impossible. While the big mercenary groups
have been told to occupy vital heights strad-
dling the two highways, the Pakistani military
planners are plotting to pin down border
troops on the LoC by heavy engagement from
across the LoC.

The Afghan aide said a large number of Har-
kat and Lashkar mercenaries, who infiltrated
into Jammu and Kashmir during the Kargil
conflict, had been directed to build huge
mountain cave defences on the mountain
heights overlooking the two highways to lo-
cate heavy mortars and light artillery guns.

Azhar’s move

The new drive by the freed top Harkat com-
mander, Maulvi Masood Azhar, to form a uni-
fied mercenary group under the label of
Lashkar-e-Muhammadi, according to reports
here, is part of the efforts to coordinate among
the groups.

The aide said according to ISI directions, the
fidayeen (suicide) groups of the Lashkar had
been asked to keep Army and para-military
formations pinned down by launching suicide
attacks on formation headquarters. — PTI
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Kargil-type plan is
on Pak table again,

warns

%)\ By AK Dha!
NEY DELHI: Pakistan army has
repdrtedly planned a major
Kargil-type offensive in the com-
ing months aimed at cutting off
large formations of Indian forces
in Jammu and Kashmir, according
to former aide to a top Taliban
commander.

The Pakistani military planners
have directed big mercenary
groups to try to cut off Jammu-
Srinagar and Jammu-Poonch
highways to isolate troops sta-
tioned on the Line of Control
(LoC). They have asked large
groups of mercenaries to concen-
trate on lightly-held heights of the
Pir Panjal range straddling the two

highways.
A former close aide of a top
Taliban commander, Mauluvi

Abdul Rasul Rab Sayyaf, who
recently left Afghanistan for sanc-
tuary in the West, said prepara-
tions and plotting of proposed
offensive were undertaken by ISI
commanders at the Harkat-ul-
Mujaheddin-run  Khawar Zilli
camps in Khost province of
Afghanistan recently.

“ISI has sent or may be in the
process of infiltrating regular
Pakistani soldiers in Mufti to lead
and direct these operations and
Pakistani military planners might
raise the stake by arming merce-
naries with light artillery guns and
84 and 120 mm mortars for the
offensive,” the Taliban aide said
on condition of anonymity.

Self-styled commander in chief
of Hizbul Mujaheddin Syed
Salhuddin, alias Mohammed
Yusuf, who now is housed in the
PoK capital, Muzzaffarbad, by the
ISI, was recently quoted by
Pakistani papers as threatening
that mercenary groups on the
Kargil pattern were ready to
launch major attacks to cut off
Indian border troops from their
rear bases.

According to military strategists
here, Pakistan’s aim could be to
attempt to bring the two national
highways under artillery threat,
making vehicular movement diffi-
cult if not impossible.

While the big mercenary groups
have been told to occupy vital
heights straddling the two high-
ways, Pakistani military planners
are plotting to pin down border
troops on the LoC by heavy
engagement from across the LoC.
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aliban aide

9 The Afghgl: alde said large

number of Harkat and Lashkar
mercenaries, who infiltrated into
J&K during the Kargil conflict,
had been directed to build huge
mountain cave defences on moun-
tain heights overlooking the two
highways to locate heavy mortars
and light artillery guns.

The aide said the Harkat camps
at Khost in Afghanistan were
shared with the group led by Saudi
terrorist Osama bin Laden, who
might have imparted the expertise
in building mountain cave
defences to the Harkat group.
During the Afghan campaign
against Russian forces, Bin Laden
was acknowledged for expertise in
building mountain cave ‘defence
and ammunition dumps.

The Taliban aide said ISI had
summoned major commanders of
Harkat, Lashkar-i-Toiba and Al-
Badr groups to the Khost con-
clave to finalise the offensive.

The new drive by freed Harkat
commander Maulvi Masood
Azhar to form a unified merce-
nary group under the label of
Lashkar-i-Muhammadi, according
to reports here, is part of the
efforts to coordinate among the
groups.

The aide said that according to
ISI directions, the Fedayeen (sui-
cide) groups of Lashkar had been
asked to keep Indian army and
para-military formations pinned
down by launching suicide attacks
on formation headquarters. “Such
attacks in coming weeks -would
become more intense with even
civilian leaders and establish-
ments being targeted,” the Taliban
aide said. py)



