" Ailde’s exit deals

another

TOKYO, DEC. 1. The secret drg‘gmr
eral of Japan’s ruling Liberal
Democratic Party resigned on Fri-
day, a move that could further un-
dermine the already shaky
administration of the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori.

1r. Hiromu Nonaka, the par-

ty's second-in-command, sub-

N

Hiromu Nonaka

mitted his resignation to Mr. Mori
saying he was stepping down be-
cause he was “tired and would
like to rest.”” The announcement
sent a jolt through the ruling par-
ty, and intensified jockeying for
posts in a shake-up of the Cabinet
and ruling party leadership
scheduled for early next week.

A spokesman for Mr. Mori said
the Prime Minister accepted Mr.
Nonaka's resignation after r1c-
peated attempts to convince him
to stay on. Mr. Makoto Koga, a
former transport minister, was re-
portedly the top candidate to suc-

blow to Mori

Cepe ‘\ Nonakd The Cabinet
>hdkc—up is meant to refresh the
image of Mr. Mori's administra-
tion following a no-confidence
motion in Parliament last week
that necarly split the ruling party.

Mr. Nonaka, one of the party’s
most powerful veterans, was gen-
erally credited as saving Mr. Mori,
Japan's least popular Prime Min-
ister in years, by dissuading rebel-
lious ruling-party mempers from
voting against him. f) : 2

Mr. Mori was expecged fo an-
nounce the new lineup ps early as
Tuesday. But filling the hew Cabi-
net could be a problen).

Before Mr. Nonaka's resigna-
tion, the chief economic planner,
M. Taichi Sakaiya, said he would
not accept a post in the new Cabi-
net. The Finance Minister, Mr. Ki-
ichi Miyazawa, the Cabinet’s
most powerful minister, has ex-
pressed hesitation as well.

Though not a Cabinet member,
Mr. Nonaka (75), had been ex-
pected to continue in his role as
party secretary-general. Mr. Mori
is the party president. Mr. Non-
aka's absence could weaken the
coalition arrangement under
which the Liberal Democrats and
two smaller parties govern Japan.

Though Mr. Nonaka was able to
guide Mr. Mori through the no-
confidence crisis, Mr. Mori’s hold
on power remains shaky at best.

His support has fallen below 20
per cent in recent polls, and he is
reportedly under pressure to re-
sign soon so a new administration
can rebuild support ahead of par-
liamentary clections due next
summer. — AP
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE ™

TOKYO, Dec. 3. — Japans
Prime Mlmster Mr Yoshiro
Mori today sought to retain
key ministers ahead of a
Cabinet reshuffle this week,
following the resignation of his
party’s second-ranking official.
Mr Mort met chief Cabinet
secretary, Mr Yasuo Fukuda,
his right-hand man, today to
fine-tune a new Cabinet line-up
to be announced on Tuesday.
- Mr Mori, who survived a no-
confidence motion two weeks
ago against his eight-month-
old government, has decided to
retain Mr Fukuda, foreign
minister, Mr Yohei Kono and

finance minister, Mn, Kiichj
Miyazawa. '}/
. Economic Planning Wge cy

director-general, Mr

stay on. He said in July thag he
wanted to step down.

The reshuffle has long bden
scheduled to set up the Cabindt
framework which can be easily

adopted to the consolidation of

government branches set for
early January.

. The core line-up was drawn up
when Mr Mori held talks yes-
terday with the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party secretary ge-
neral, Mr Hiromu Nonaka. He
redoubled: pressure on the
beleaguered Prime Minister

when he quit his post on Friday.
/
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Aori loyalists may be rewarded in

y F.J. Khergamvala 3((“ ’\b

TORYO\ DEC. 4. The Japanese Prime Minister,
Mr. Yokhiro Mori is to announce a Cabinet re-
shuffle }on Tuesday. This is probably his last
reshufflg but judging from the list of Ministers
in the nkw Cabinet, its main feature is to re-
ward loyalists, not respond to public disaffec-
tion. Y, )

A feature of the reshulffle, ))%Qﬁ/g eve of a
central government reorganisation, is the re-
tention of a discredited 81- year-old, twice
failed Prime Minister, as Finance Minister. Mr.
Kiichi Miyazawa was offered and has agreed to
stay on in the post. On the other hand, in an-
other telling comment, the publicly respected
head of the Economic Planning Agency, Mr.
Taiichi Sakaiya has refused to stay on.

At the moment, the disapproval rate of the
Mori Cabinet stands unchanged, at over 71 per
cent, from a fortnight back when it was rocked
by elements within the ruling Liberal Demo-
cratic Party joining hands with the united Op-
position. Yet, Mr. Mori seems to turn a deaf ear
to public opinion and prefers to depend on
people who would prop him up in case of an-
other challenge rather than attract bold people
who would help initiate actions that could
sway public opinion in his favour.

The timing of the reshuffle is dictated pri-

marily by the central government reorganisa-
tion, to take effect on January 6. This is why it
will be a full reshuffle. In the biggest post- war
reorganisation, the P.M.’s office and 22 minis-
tries and independent agencies will be com-
pressed into a Cabinet office and 12
ministries-cum-agencies. One intention of the
reorganisation is to empower Ministers and
elected politicians over bureaucrats. It was
therefore the right moment to shed geriatrics
and bring in fresh, inquisitive minds to head
the ministries. It would appear that in that di-
rection, the only positive note may be the in-
duction of Ms. Makiko Tanaka, daughter of the
former Prime Minister, Mr. Kakuei Tanaka.

Ms. Tanaka has a reputation for taking on
the bureaucracy and has the highest public rat-
ing among LDP politicians. However, ‘‘within
the party, there will be much opposition to her
induction to a high position,” said Mr. Takao
Iwami, a well-known T.V. commentator and
senior editorial adviser to the Mainichi.

Almost all newspapers have leaked the en-
tire new Cabinet list. This is not new in Japan,
but if at all it was Mr. Mori’s intention to or-
chestrate the leaks to obtain public feedback,
it is negative and will do little to improve ei-
ther his image or the stock index numbers.
The world’s second largest economy and the
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//MOI‘I takes on board tw 0

Yy

By F.J. Khergamvala BUJ\

TOKYO, DEC. 5. In an effort to extend his
political life as Prime Minister, Mr.
Yoshiro Mori today got the former
Prime Minister, Mr. Ryutaro Hashimo-
to to join his new Cabinet line-up.
With the 81-year-old Mr. Kiichi Miya-
zawa, a Prime Minister twice, also re-
tained in the Cabinet, Mr. Mori has
included the top figures of all factions
of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party,
either in the Cabinet or as top officials
in the party.

Mr. Mori himself, Mr. Hashimoto,
Mr. Yohei Kono, the I'orcign Minister,
Mr. Masahiko Koumura, the former
Foreign Minister and now Justice Min-
ister, are de facto heads of factions. Mr.
Shizuka Kamei, the joint head of an-
other faction stays on as Chairman of
the Policy Research Council, one of the
LDP’s three top officials. Mr. Miyaza-
wa, who has long since handed over
the formal leadership of his faction to
Mr. Koiichi Kato, who led the anti-Mo-

ri rebellion last mont;(, haa been re
warded for his loyalty to Mr. Mori.
Likewise, guided by his inclination to
reward loyalists rather than risk being
bold by bringing in fresh minds, Mr.
Mori appointed Mr. Makoto Koga as
Secretary-General of the LDP, in place
of Mr. Hiromu Nonaka who resigned
last week. Mr. Koga, like Mr. Miyazawa
belongs to the Kato faction but did not
follow Mr. Kato's lead in trying to over-
throw Mr. Mori.

The 15-member line-up, including
Mr. Mori, has a sprinkling of induc-
tions from the LDP's coalition part-
ners, the New Komeito and the New
Conservative Party. The Environment
Minister, Ms. Yoriko Kawaguchi is an
unelected and unaffiliated member of
the Cabinet. The small size of the Cabi-
net reflects the scheduled reorganisa-
tion of the central Government,
effective from January 6, next calendar
year. The 23 ministries, including the
Prime Minister's office are to be
trimmed to 12 plus the Cabinet Office.
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ex-PMs

Mr. Hashimoto, 63, the Prilne Minis-
ter from January 1996 to July 1998, will
now be Administrative Reform Minis-
ter, a job that should tax his consid-
erable experience and relative youth. It
is interesting that Mr. Hashimoto ac-
epted. Behind the scenes, even before
the anti-Mori revolt failed, Mr. Hashi-
moto’s faction was known to be clam-
ouring for Mr. Mori's resignation to
occur not too late after the failed at-
tempt at ousting Mr. Mori. It is unclear
at this stage if Mr. Hashimoto's inclu-
sion in the Cabinet is part of some un-
disclosed deal. Is Mr. Hashimoto
himself interested in a second shot at
the job, before the Upper House elec-
tions to be held in summer next year?
Mr. Hashimoto was forced to quit as
leader of the LDP and Prime Minister
in the summer of 1998 after the LDI’
suffered a humiliating setback the last
time the country went to the polls to
elect half of its Upper House. Thus.
both the Prime Ministers inducted are
those that the public has rejected./



Mori inducts Hashimoto

</in new reshuffle

DPA & REUTERS

TOKYO, Dec. 5. Japanese
ministers resigned today to be
replaced in the Cabinet re-
shuffle later in the day,
government officials said.

The aim of the Cabinet r-
eshuffle by the Prime Minister,
Mr Yoshiro Mori, is to prepare
for a major regrouping of gov-
ernment ministers and agen-
cies slated for 6 January. The
number of government entities
will be cut to 13 from 23.

Mr Mori has inducted the
former premier, Mr Ryutaro
Hashimoto, into the new
Cabinet. Mr Hashimoto will be-
come minister in charge of ad-
ministrative reform, a post that
puts him in charge of im-
plementing a sweeping reform
of government ministries that
takes effect from January.

The surprise move is intended
to boost the embattled Prime
Minister’s chances of keeping
his job at least until March,
when the budget for the next
fiscal year is expected to be
enacted.

But analysts said it would be
tough to erase doubts about Mr
Mori’s ability to lead at a cri-
tical time as the world’s second-
largest economy struggles to
stay on a recovery track.

Mr Yoshiro Maori, right, at the executive meeting of Liberal Democratic Party
in Tokyo on Tuesday. — AP PTI

“It is not clear whether the
new Cabinet can make the bold
shift in direction towards fiscal
and structural reforms needed
to ease public doubts about the
future,” said Mr Toshiro Thori,
a professor in University of
Tokyo.

Mr Hashimoto stepped down
as Prime Minister two years
ago after the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party suffered a mauling
in an upper, House election.

/

During his tenure, Mr
Hashimoto raised taxes and
tightened spending only to see
the economy slip back into
recession. He is the head of the
biggest faction in the multi-
group LDP.

Mr Mori hopes his new
Cabinet will boost both his
image and his chances of
staying in power until an upper
House election, set for July.

A prolonged Mori government.\ gove

| Yohei

©

R\Cs

would dlsappomt many Japa-
nese voters, who see him as an
embarrassment, and investors
in Japan’s financial markets,
who view him as incapable of
implementing the sort of
economic reforms needed to
foster long-term growth and
tackle a public debt, already
the worst among advanced
nations.

The grand old man of

Japanese politics, Mr Kiichi

Miyazawa (81), retained his

| finance portfolio, meaning the
 new cabinet has two former

prime ministers.

The foreign minister, Mr
Kono, sometimes
tipped as a possible successor
to Mr Mori — also kept his

post.

As expected, LDP coalition
partners — the new Komeito
Party and the new
Conservative Party — each got
one seat.

But Mr Mori suffered a blow

L

earlier when the economic -

planning agency chief, Mr
Taichi Sakaiya, told reporters
he was sticking to his stated
intention not to take a position
in the new Cabinet.

Mr Sakaiya — an author and
commentatdér - has been a
spokesman for the

ent’s economic polici§/
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APAN’S PRIME MINISTER,

Mr. Yoshiro Mori, this week

reshuffled his Cabinet. This

was born of necessity in that
a month later the entire Central
Government is being
reorganised, purportedly to
make it lean, if not mean.

It is not the fact of the
reshuffle but the logic of the
“who’s who" of it that has
generated much comment. Mr.
Mori, 62, has retained the
former Prime Minister, Mr.
Kiichi Miyazawa, 81, and also
brought in Mr. Ryutaro
Hashimoto, 63, who was Prime
Minister until July 1998.
Additionally, Mr. Masahiko
Koumura, former Foreign
Minister, and Mr. Yohei Kono,
the present chief diplomat, are
in too. Mr. Shizuka Kamei, a
former policeman, is to be kept
on as head of the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party’s Policy
Research Council.

These persons, including Mr.
Mori himself, are all heads of
factions. The LDP is not a
ideological monolith but is, as it
has always been, a coalition of
factions continuously engaged
in trade-offs and perpetually
jockeying for power. It was no
different this time. The
Hashimoto faction, which is the
largest, demanded and got three
seats. So too did the Eto-Kamei
faction. The fact that Mr.
Hashimoto hims¢lf chose to
enter the Cabinet and not send
somebody else from the faction
is reason for speculation about
the longevity of the Mori
Government.

From January 6, the 22
existing Ministries and agencies
will be consolidated into one
Cabinet office, 10 Ministries,
one agency and one
commission. This means that
the pie to be shared in the
inter-factional grab is smaller.
Other than the Prime Minister,
there are now just 17 ministerial
or agency seats. A fact that
makes the pie even smaller is
that the LDP rules at the Centre
through a coalition with the
New Komeito and the New
Conservative Party. They too get
two seats,

Each ministerial job has its
own power and potential to
dispense favours, collect funds
and influence votes. Fach
faction also attempts to enhance
its own strength, not just in
terms of raw numbers but the
portfolio it gets. In this week's
reshuffle, the clear losers were
Mr. Koichi Kato, head of the
Kato faction and Mr. Taku
Yamasaki. Mr. Kato, supported
by Mr. Yamasaki, led the
attempted rebellion against the
Mori Government last month.

»~ Chopping
W1 A0

and changing

Mr. Yoshiro Mori with his new Cabinet... more of the same?

The Kato loyalists do not get
any seats, either in the Council
of Ministers or among the top
three in the L.DP's upper ranks.
Instead, that part of the 45-
strong Kato faction, mostly
elders, which was loyal to Mr.
Mori was rewarded. They
include Mr. Miyazawa.
Therefore, the L.DP is trying to
break up the Kato faction, a fact
that was one of the causes of
the anti-Mori rebellion. The LDP
not only never changes, it does
not even care to change its
spots.

The inclusion of two former
Prime Ministers and all other
faction heads minus the Kato
loyalists points clearly to Mr.
Mori rewarding those who stood
by him last month. That is
obvious. What is not so evident
is whether Mr. Mori has drawn
a protective ring around himself,
or whether he has been
encircled by the party’s bosses

It is not so clear
whether Mr. Mori
has drawn a
protective ring around
himself or he
has been encircled
by the party bosses.
F. J. KHERGAMVALA
on the Cabinet
reshuffle in Japan.

who have positioned themselves
to compete with each other, in
case Mr. Mori stumbles again.

There have been
commentaries that the
Hashimoto faction has
positioned itself to replace Mr.
Mori. Lending weight to this
speculation is the fact that the
LDP’s main power broker, Mr.
Nonaka, who actually led the
Mori Government defence
against the Kato rebellion,
resigned in the week before the
reshuffle. He belongs to the
Hashimoto faction and like the
late Prime Minister, Noboru
Takeshita, has positioned
himself to pull the strings from
behind.

He is also balanced, and
crouched as if set to pounce, on
both scenarios. He can show
distance from a falling Prime
Minister because officially he
has no position now, either in
Government or in the party.
Thus, he is also unshackled. Yet,
because every party donor
knows where the power lies, all
money passes through Mr.
Nonaka. That money could be
put to use for his faction.

It is also quite possible that
Mr. Mori might feel safe that he
has roped in people to support
him with the unstated intention
of putting handcuffs on anyone
attempting an overthrow.
Conversely, the faction leaders
feel secure being in proximity to
the locus of powér, a position
from where they can plot their
moves. One way-or the other,
the denial of positions to the

THZ HINDU
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young and fresh minds has
occasioned criticism.

Mr. Mori might feel he has
portrayed to the public an air of
continuity and stability. Bat, the’
enormous public support for the
Kato rebellion was cloquent
comment that the public wants
boldness and reform, not a
party that has a leader whose
vision extends only until next
summer's elections to half the
Upper House seats.

Even the Yomiuri Shimbun,
the party’s favourite organ, said,
“there has never been another
age when Cabinets were as
superficial as they are now".
The paper dubbed the Cabinet,
“weighty yet shallow’".

On the day of the reshuffle,
Kyodo News published a polt
showing Mr. Mori’s approval
rate at just 18.8 per cent, and
the disapproval rate at 75 per
cent.

The leader of an economy
where the gross domestic
product that has shown just a
0.2 per cent rise over the past
three months needs much more
than those ratings.

Other than the resignation of
Mr. Nonaka, on the eve of
announcing the impending
change, Mr. Mori suffered
another blow. His Economic
Planning Agency chief, Mr.
Taiichi Sakaiya, respected by the
public for his honest disclosures
about the economic health,
refused Mr. Mori's offer to serve,
in any capacity, in the néw Gov-
ernment.



Japan seeks balan)c“

By F. J. Khergamvala HQ ’lé

! TOKYO, DEC. 17. Japanese think-tanks,
private and semi-official, as well as
analysts have finally released assess-
ments about U.S.- Japan relations that
they had held back, awaiting the final
outcome of who will get into the White
House.

Higher expectations about Japan'’s
role in the security alliance, and in
U.N. peace-keeping, a reform of the
Japanese economy which must
achieve early revival to absorb shocks
from a downturn in the U.S., greater
predictability in U.S. conduct and an
overall rehashing of priorities will fea-
ture prominently when both the coun-
tries begin discussing this important
bilateral alliance. In the ultimate anal-
ysis, much will depend on the state of
the U.S. economy.

Japanese media editorials are, ex-
pectedly, welcoming of the fact that it
will be Mr. George W. Bush in the Oval
Office. Lack of consistency and pre-
dictability by the Clinton Administra-
tion in its East Asia policy, “Japan
bashing”, and inadequate priority to
ties with Japan are the common
threads marking editorial comment.

A still classified Japanese Foreign
Ministry report to be released later
this month, complains that the Clin-
ton Administration allowed com-
plaints by individual U.S. companies
to exert too much weight on the bilat-
eral relationship, according to a lead
story by the Japan Times which has
seen the report. On the other hand, it
is also a fact that the robustness of the
U.S. economy has allowed the rela-
tionship to be relatively-tension free
in strictly bilateral terms as the U.S.

did not expl'og}the vast trade surplus
in favour of Japan to be a source of
tension.

The venerable former U.S. Ambas-
sador to Japan, Sen. Mike Mansfield,
described the equation ‘“‘as the most
important bilateral relationship in the
world, bar none.” That remark was
made at the height of the Cold War but
pundits and politicians, especially in
Japan which has yet to shed the Cold
War assessment mentality in many
parts of the world, continue to use that
remark as a perpetual anchor for pol-
icy formulation on both sides.

The Nihon Keizai Shimbun warned
that just because those who are likely
to become Mr. Bush’s top aides are
supporters of U.S.-Japan alliance, it
does not automatically lend itself to
optimism. ‘“That, however, does not
mean the new U.S. Administration will
prove to be an easy ally to get along
with,” said the Nihon Keizai. ‘A replay
of the old friction may be in store,” the
paper editorialised, drawing attention
to the 1980-1992 Reagan and George
Bush Sr. years when the sluggish U.S.
economy led to a chain of trade dis-
putes.

Mr. Ronald Morse, a Tokyo-based
academic of long standing, said in a
commentary, ‘“‘which political party is
in power or who is president has pro-
ven quite inconsequential over time.
When the U.S. economy is good, no
matter what Japan does, it’s not much
of much concern to a Republican or a
Democratic administration.”

The Japanese media and public
tend to adopt campaign statements at
face value. Mr. Bush’s frequent refer-
ences to standing by “friends and al-
lies”, repeated during the

“in ties with U.S.

announcement of Gen. Colin Powell
as Secretary of State, are welcomed
here, but are the Japanese prepared to
pay the price of that U.S. guarantee?
That will be a subject of much debate
in the immediate future and it is in
this area that the equation widens to
include the outlook towards China.

The strategic report released in Oc-
tober by Mr. Joseph Nye and Mr. Ri-
chard Armitage, two former Pentagon
officials and opinion makers, seeks a
restoration of ‘“focus and coherence”
in U.S. policy towards Japan. But, like
all other reports on the subject, it de-
mands of Japan full participation in
peace-keeping missions and an ex-
panded role in regional security af-
fairs. Thus, Japan's knee-jerk welcome
of the change in Washington carries a
price.

The U.S. and Japan will have to put
Mr. Bush's rhetoric behind and seek a
balance in the U.S.-Sino-Japan trian-
gle that will permit continuation of
stability in East Asia that is so vital to
regional economic growth and U.S.
investments in the region. Fortunate-
ly, the Bush Administration seems
likely to bring in experienced Asia
hands who will help strengthen the bi-
lateral alliance, yet balance it with the
reality of a very big China as a critical
player.

The Japanese Prime Minister, Mr.
Yoshiro Mori, has already signalled his
intention to visit Washington early to
meet Mr. Bush. Stand-up comedy art-
ists are already in free-flow about the
intellectual quality of the exchange
between the leaders of the most im-
portant bilateral relationship.
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YA political battle ¥ 7

Iooms in Japan too ),

By F.J. Khergamvala

TOKYO, Nov. 13. The Japanese
Prime Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori
has just flown off to the Asia-Pa-
cific summit in Brunei for what is
certainly a welcome breather for
him as he fights for his political
survival as soon as he returns.

A week from now, it is likely
that Mr. Mori will face a no-confi-
dence motion in the Lower
House, to be jointly sponsored by
the four main Opposition parties.
The only question is whether the
principal challenger to Mr. Mori
within the ruling Liberal Demo-
cratic Party (LDP) will abstain or
support the no- confidence mo-
tion. Assuming that this challen-
ger, Mr. Koichi Kato and his
faction supports the Opposition
move, Mr. Mori can take a long
vacation and the LDP will almost
certainly split up.

Japanese politics is not half as
widely reported as the U.S.'s is,
because in international impact
terms, who emerges at the top
matters as little to the rest of the
world as much as it matters to an
Indian who is appointed the Gov-
ernor of a State. The Gore-Bush
contest can hardly be matched
even by writers of fiction. But, as
political brawls go, Japanese
fights are as bare-knuckled as
they come, with unimaginable
sums of money influencing the
outcome. In an interesting intel-
lectual parallel, in Japan too the
battle is between two opposite
poles. “Kato takes off gloves in
power play,” headlined the Asahi
Shimbun on Saturday. Mr. Koichi
Kato, 61, an LDP veteran, said
over the weekend that ‘1 just can-
not pledge to vote to defeat the
(Opposition’s) no-confidence
motion which seems to be sup-
ported by 75 per cent of the peo-
ple, just because I belong to the
LDP.” Commentators say Mr. Ka-

to had realised that some other
mainstream factions were trying
to wean away his faction mem-
bers to severely dilute his influen-
ce.

Mr. Koichi Kato is the effective
head of the LDP’s second largest
faction, the Miyazawa faction,
with 45 members. Sheer numer-
ical weight therefore makes him a
principal determinant of who sits
as Prime Minister. The largest fac-
tion is the Hashimoto faction,
with 60 seats. Formally, the LDP
says it no longer has factions, but

Yoshiro Mori

in reality the party has always
been and still is a coalition regis-
tered, as a party. Conventionally,
the leader of the largest party,
mostly the LDP, also becomes the
Prime Minister.

The one solitary exception is
Mr. Yohei Kono, who is the For-
eign Minister and who even as
party chief, lost out in becoming
Prime Minister to Mr. Ryutaro
Hashimoto in early 1996. The
intentions of Mr. Kato are not yet
certain, though the widespread
view is he has launched a frontal
counter attack for leadership be-
cause the others were trying to

e

undermine his factional num-
bers. Mr. Kato has |chosen this
time to strike at a lqader whose
actions have earned him the so-
briquet of a “serial blunderer.”
Mr Mori's recent blunders have
sent his opinion poll unfavoura-
ble ratings up to over 71 per cent.

It is also possible that this is just
a serious attempt at altering the
balance of power within the party
before a cabinet reshuffle expect-
ed in December. At worst, by
threatening to join the Opposi-
tion and break up the party before
going in for a possible general
election, Mr. Kato could be in-
dulging in extreme brinkman-
ship.

Mr. Kato’s bid for the throne is
all about timing and numbers. He
has 45 seats and has found him-
self a committed ally in his faith-
ful colleague, Mr. Taku Yamasaki,
who has 19 under his belt. Ranged
against these two chiefs are prac-
tically all the other factional lead-
ers, making Mr. Kato’s possible
bid for leadership practically a re-
volt. The heads of the Hashimoto
(60 members), Mori (39), Eto-Ka-
mei (36) and the smaller factions
have announced their support to
keep Mr. Mori in power.

The Lower House has 480 seats,
The Opposition occupies 190 of
them. Assuming that the Opposi-
tion and the LDP-led three party
coalition (minus Messrs. Kato and
Yamasaki and allies) vote along
party or faction lines, then the en-
tire battle would hinge on Kato-
Yamasaki & Co. These rebels en-
joy not just the 45 seats of Mr.
Kato and 19 of Mr. Yamasaki, but
nine each from among independ-
ents. There is still time for horse-
trading and compromise, but Mr.
Kato has reminded his party rivals
of the swing vote he enjoys. And,

" unlike the litigious U.S., in Japan a,

political battle will be fought i
the'political arena, not the co/«.w/ |
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JAPANESE opposition pafues

. will submit a no-confidence vote
. against Prime Minister' Yoshiro™

Morino later than November 20, a
move that could lead to the ousting
of the beleaguered premier and
split hislong-ruling party. -

“We are not congidering delay-

mgltpasttheQDthandlfanythmg -

happens to make us hurry up, we
will,” Naoto Kan, secretary-gen-
eral of the main opposition De-

sainst Japan PM on Nov 20

. might abstain from voting on the

measure, has vowed to take con-
trol and wean Japan from the mas-

sive pork-barrel spending that has

left it with the biggest public debt
among advanced nations.

That means the outcome of the -
battle-will have a direct impact on |
economic policies as Japan limps

into recovery after a stagnant
decade.The opposition lacks the

numbers to pass the motion with-

out help of the reformist Kato and
his supporters. If a no-confidence
measure passes, the PM must re-

. mocratstold anewsconference. Japan s ruling Liberal Democratic Panyla’wmakerKoichl Kato (L) sign or call asnap election.
Reformist” ruling party rival  chats with Junithiro Koizumi, a senior lawmaker in Prime Minister.

vote irfavour of the no-confidence  in Tokyo on Thursday—AFP

motion‘and expected his support- . - favour ®f the no-confidence mo-

emmhlg‘fﬁetmnof the Liberal De- pannerinJapan?srulingcoalition, cated Kato, who escalated the . tion, it will pass the 480-member

mogratic Party. (LEP), the main - to follow suit. The Harvard-edu- - struggle last week by saying ht;_ LowerHouse Lo

L If Kato’s 45 faction members |
Koichi Kato said earlier he would ~ Yoshiro Mori’s faction; during the lower houseplenary sessionin the Diet = and another 19 who back a close
: . allyjoin the oppesition to vote in

i
|
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s JAPAN / VOTE ON NO-TRUST MOTION fOBAY

Pressure mounts on Mori to quit

By F. J. Khergamvala

TOKYO, NOV. 19. Who says the Japanese are slow
and indecisive? Japan could have a new gov-
ernment before the votes are cqunted in Flor-
ida. 't&) A

It is deja vu time in Japan on Monday as the
Japanese lower House will vote on a joint Op-
position no- confidence motion, the outcome
of which might well lead to a big shake-up of
the political system. A last-ditch effort is afoot
to save the ruling party by dumping Mr. Yoshi-
ro Mori and ward off the revolt. ",/ }

If the no-confidence motion fails, the fu i\]g
Liberal Democratic Party stays in power}sup-
ported by two minor parties, including the
New Komeito, which is backed by the Soka
Gakkai. If the no-confidence motion pakses,
the Government of Mr Mori must resigy, or
dissolve the lower House within 10 days and
call a general election.

Seven years ago, the inept LDP government
of Mr. Kiichi Miyazawa was brought down al-
most identically. First, there was a revolt with-
in the party, the government was brought
down through a no-confidence motion, an
election was called by Mr. Miyazawa and the
LLDP humbled by a coalition.

What has emboldened the main LDP rebel
this time, Mr. Koichi Kato (61), is that now it is
even more certain than seven years ago, that
the LDP and the New Komeito will be roundly
defeated in an election. It is on the widely held
assumption of that certainty that Mr. Kato has
demanded Mr. Mori step down, though Mr.
Kato has by now apparently understood that
at this time he himself will not be acceptable
as Prime Minister.

Thus, on Monday, the Opposition, consist-
ing of the Social Democratic Party, the Liberal
Party, the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ]} and

the Japan Communist Party will submit a mo-
tion of no-confidence before the lower House
Budget Committee votes on the yen 4.78-tril-
lion supplementary budget.

The only way to stave off the motion is for
Mr. Mori to step down or announce to the
natjon that he will bow out by a particular date
to be followed by a party leadership election.
Provided such assurances are acceptable to
Mr. Kato and all his supporters, the ruling LDP
might keep itself alive for the time being.

Mr. Mori's favourable public opinion rat-
ings are consistently at an abysmal low of be-
low 20 per cent in all polls, thus rendering him
a lame-duck in any event. There is thus con-
siderable internal party pressure for such a
dump-Mori solution. That is why Mr. Mori’s
main supporter, the party’'s power broker and
Secretary General, Mr, Hiromu Nonaka, sang
an entirely different tune on Sunday than he
did on Saturday. On Saturday, he wrote to Mr.

Kato and his ally, Mr. Taku Yamazaki, urging !
them to quit the LDP for publicly saying they
would support the Opposition motion. This |
was intended as an indirect threat of dismissal
to all the Mori opponents.

S
\
On Sunday, presumably under advice from !
|
l

the party’s largest Hashimoto faction and the |
New Komeito, who dread the prospect of a |
general election, Mr. Nonaka, sitting in Hok- |
kaido, said on Asahi TV that he would favour
changing the rules so that the party’s internal
leadership election could be brought forward
from September and Mr. Mori could quit, be-
cause the Prime Minister “is seriously accept-
ing the fact that his support has declined.”

Mr. Kato, sitting in the Asahi TV studio in |
Tokyo as part of a well-planned TV interviews |
blitz, responded that he would not back the !
no-confidence motion if there were guaran- !
tees to bring forward the party election and if
there was a clear path (deadline) for Mr. Mori -
to step down. Mr. Kato is also under pressure
from the Opposition, especially the DPJ,)A
continue the revolt by quitting the LDP and |
taking over as Prime Minister at the head of a |
coalition. There is no doubt that the rare unity '
among the 190-member Opposition is a main
factor that encouraged Mr. Kato to pro-
gramme his revolt at this moment.

The battle lines are drawn, the party and
factional positions in the LDP are known, but
not how they vote or whether they will abstain.
The House has 480 seats. The no-confidence
sponsors firmly have 190. Mr. Kato has 45 in
his faction. Mr. Yamasaki has 19. There are 17
unaffiliated and young Turks opposed to Mr.
Mori. The result depends on the numbers pre-
sent, but from this bank of 81, if 50 can be -
made to back the no- confidence motion, then
the Mori Government will crumble.




Mori’s departure

\/\ By.Harvey Stockwin r \
\\\

ONG: A vote of no-confidence in the
Japanese\Diet next Monday is likely to lead to
Yoshiro Mori’s gaffe-prone Prime
Ministerstip. However, this could set off a train
of events lgading to a long overdue transfor-
mation of the Japanese political scene, perhaps
even ending the longtime dominance of the
Liberal Democratic Party.

The censure motion is being moved by the
four main opposition parties in the House of
Representatives led by the Democratic Party
of Japan (DPJ) and backed by the

Communists, Socialists and Liberals. The four -

parties have a combined total of 190 seats out
of the 480 in the lower house. Voting alone,
their motion would merely be a vehicle of ritu-
al protest.

A longtime critic of the Mori government,
Mr Kato has hardened his denunciations in the
last ten days, to the point where he now asserts
that he will vote with the opposition on

ay see end of party dominance /

Monday. Mr Kato is joined in this by another
former top LDP office holder Taku Yamasaki
who leads a smaller faction with 19 members.

This gives the Kato-Yamasaki factions a cast-
ing vote in the parliament. While not all their
faction members are certain to vote for the
motion, it is considered certain that enough will
do so, or just abstain, to enable she vote of no
confidence to certainly pass. ﬁ§ A

Shom of the Kato-Yamasaki fattional votes,
the LDP has only 168 MPs, while the two small-
er parties in coalition with Mr Mori give the
government a combined total of 208. Even if 18
assorted independents vote with Mr Mor, it
will still not be enough to end the Kato-led

“threat.

Nevertheless there is a lot of political
brinkmanship in Tokyo tonight as the respec-
tive leaders try to seek a way out of the
impasse. The LDP party bosses are threatening
to call another general election if the Mori cab-
inet is defeated, hoping this will force wavering
LDP MPs to back Mr Mori. The truth is that

the LDP simply could not risk another election
this year given the extremely poor poll ratings
of the Mori Cabinet. While Mr Kato and Mr
Yamasaki deny forming another party, that is
definitely an option for them if they are
expelled from the LDP. Such a party might do
extremely well in a fresh election.

Currently the Mr Mori's approval rating has
already declined to a mere 17 percent. Amidst
scandals, by- election losses, and continuing
Prime Ministerial gaffes and incompetence,
further declines seem inevitable.

Mr Kato’s criticism of Mori has not been
merely personal. A 61-year old Harvard gradu-
ate, Mr Kato has advocated a reformist vision
for Japan and has criticised the way the gov-
ernment has tried to spend its way out of
Japan’s decade-long recession.

Amidst the mutual political brinkmanship,
some LDP leaders are trying to avert what for
them is the worst possible development: the.
breakup of the party that has dominated
Japanese politics since its foundation in 1955.

THE TIMES OF INDIA

9 Nov 200

—.

e A



‘Mori to face no- -trust vote

Tokyo, November 20 ’)FQ 4 ,f \/L7
JAPAN TODAY braced for a no- conﬁ—
dence motion against embattled Prime
Minister Yoshiro Mori as rebels from
within his ruling party stepped up support
for the opposition's bid to oust him.

Koichi Kato, a senior figure of the
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and
leader of the rebels, said he would vote in
favour of the motion when the Lower §
House began voting.

A close contest is expected, with voting
strength of the two sides almost equal.
Results are expected to be available around midnight
local time.

Under the Constitution, if the motion passes, the
premier has 10 days to choose to step down or dissolve
Parliament and call a general election.

"Mori, who has suffered a plunge in public support,

showed his readiness to fend of} the rebels' threat. "It
is not acceptable to allow political doldrums," Mori
told the budget committee in Parliament
today.

"I will respond boldly to the non-confi-
dence motion," Mori said. "I want to reaf-
firm our trust, and then will actively tackle
pending issues together with the ruling

coalition."
d LDP secretary-general Hiromu Nonaka,
who has threatened to expel Kato and his
ally Taku Yamasaki, voiced confidence over
Mori surviving the motion.

Kato, who heads the second bi t LDP
faction with 45 seats in the lower house so far won
support from his ally Yamasaki, whoSe faction holds
19 seats. The ruling coalition - $#€ LDP, New Komeito
Party and the ConservativgParty - holds 272 of the 480
seats in the Lower House while the Opposmon camp

jointly holds 190. (Ay

(HE HINDUSTAN TIME!
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By F. ]. Khergamval ')G}Q
TOKYO, NOV. 20. An Opposition move to unseat
the Goveérnment headed by the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Yoshiro Mori, through a no-confi-
dence motion fizzled out for lack of support
and ended in pandemonium in Parliament.

‘O’\

After considerable confusion about where
he stood, the main challenger, Mr. Koichi Ka-
to, from within Mr. Mort’s ruling Liberal Dem-
ocratic Party, came before the cameras at a
hotel at nearly 10.30 p.m. (local time) and an-
nounced, “I tried my best to change the lead-
ership, but as I had always maintained, my
efforts would be directed from within the par-
ty. Unfortunately, the best laid plans cannot
succeed if there is absence of numbers.” With
those words, Mr. Kato asked his backers to
stay away from the vote on the no-confidence
motion.

Mr. Kato’s main supporter, Mr. Taku Yama-
saki, too bowed before theg-dbsence of numer-
ical support, rather rush to do battle on

ori motion falls through ,

contrast to Mr. Kato’s confidence earlier in the
day. “We will have an evening of decisive bat-
tle”, said Mr Kato on Monday morning, as he
mobilised his political forces to challenge Mr.
Mori.

Throughout the day, back-room manipula-
tors were preoccupied mustering the numbers
and at the same time trying to work out a deal.
It would not be surprising that the final deal
includes that Mr. Mori must abdicate quite
early, possibly immediately after the lower
House adjourns on Dec. 1. For Mr. Mori, any
deal to remove him would be an act of political
euthanasia.

The Opposition required 50 seats from the
Kato and Yamasaki allies to adopt the no-con-
fidence motion. As the Kato and Yamasaki fac-
tions did their internal calculations, they were
also negotiating deals on a compromise that
would allow them not burn bridges with the
parent party. Even as the debate on the Oppo-
sition motion was about to begin and Mr. Ka-
to’s emissary, a senior LDP figure, had
hammered out a deal with the Mori backers,
Mr. Kato told mediapersons that he and his
supporters would abstain, not support the

A

motion to oust Mr. Mori.

An hour later, he reversed Himself, saying he
and Mr. Yamasaki would support the motion,
but asked both faction members to abstain. A
few minutes later, perhaps responding to a
real time feedback on numbers, Mr. Kato and
Mr. Yamasaki backtracked again, reverting to
abstention. In the end, just before the begin-
ning of the plenary session to debate the no-
confidence motion, discretion was seen to be
the enduring option.

All the number crunching done by analysts
showed a very close contest on whether Mr.
Mori and the LDP’s mainstream factions
could weather a no-confidence motion by the
four Opposition parties, supported formally
by elements from within the LDP. Asahi TV
and Mainichi surveys showed a clear majority
in favour of ousting Mr. Mori. The media
seemed to view as the best compromise an
outcome where Mr. Kato ought o be the
immediate replacement.

Irrespective of the res
Mori, he is doomed.
the LDP it is a

poseQ\Everythl

in favour of Mr.
him personally, and
ic victory that again ex-
negative about it.

|
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By\F. J. Khergamvala

TOKYO, NOV. 21. Even as the lower
House of Diet (Parliament) was
convening to debate the Opposi-
tion’s no-confidence motion and
Mr. Koichi Kato, the principal
challenger to Mr. Yoshiro Mori’s
political throne, showed reluc-
tance to do battle, national TV
station anchors were reporting
that they were inundated with
calls and e-mails egging on Mr.
Kato to continue his rebellion.

In the end, Monday night’s
events turned out to be a truly re-
volting experience for the public,
the market, the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party and the Oppo-
sition. Mr. Kato, who proclaimed
himself as standing against every-
thing the LDP stands for, espe-
cially its back room
non-transparent bargaining,
eventually was discovered to be
doing exactly that through a se-
nior emissary of his faction.

The wee hours of Tuesday
morning saw 237 members of the
LDP and its two coalition partners
defeat the motion of no-confi-
dence jointly sponsored by the
Opposition which too showed
rare unity as all 190 turned up o
vote out the Prime Minister. Fifty-
two members abstained.

All dailies report a nation-wide
sense of disbelief that the rebels
could back off a vote that has
popular support nearing 70 per
cent. The Japan Times editorial-

1 ised, it was a mere power struggle

in the LDP. The only spectacle of
the night turned out to be the
widely telecast image of a pro-
Mori camp politician throwing
water from the podium on Oppo-
sition hecklers.

Mr. Kato, who should have had
almost all 45 from his faction in
the bag, in addition to his ally Mr.
Taku Yamasaki who did deliver all
his 19 members, had timed the
rebellion perfectly but it was
clearly an under-prepared adven-
ture.

Mr. Kato decided that absten-
tion, not opposing the no-confi-

Japanese public

dence motion, was the wiser
course of action to preserve his
faction and therefore, his own
power in the intra-party balance.
“We were lacking in thorough
preparations and thorough strat-
egy,” he said, possibly concealing
the full extent of any deals made.

In Mr. Kato’s case, the numbers
just didn’t add up when they
ceunted most or, this veteran and
himself a practitioner of intra-
party intimidation, found that his
supporters fell victim to the
threats of being denied funds for
elections. In the end, we did not
have confidence that we would
win”. His later claim that he
chose the course of “honourable
retreat’’ took off the mask of pol-
icy differences that he said was
his primary motivation.

Mr. Mori, a bystander who does
not fill the job description finally
found his voice. “T'd like to con-
tinue administering state affairs
steadily,” he told mediapersons .
Whether he will continue is not in
doubt. He will not beyond March
the latest, or December the earli-
est, if the LDP is to survive a sum-
mer upper House election.

The business daily Nihoin Kei-
zai Shimbun, echoing in words
the numbers surveyed by organs
across the spectrum, Asahi TV,
Mainichi, Sankei Shimbun and
the Yomiuri said, “Disgust with
Mori's continued leadership is
growing stronger ahead of next
year’s upper House elections, and
the political instability will likely
continue.

Mr. Hiromu Nonaka, the par-
ty’s hatchet-man and Mori sa-
viour in his morning after
comment, refused to deny spec-
ulation about a Mori resignation.
Asked if there was a connection
between the outcome of the vote
and the Prime Minister’s future,
Reuters quoted him as replying,
“This is an issue tptally unrelated
to the no-confijdence vote.” In
fact, he had gumption to say
that Mr. Mop#should take this as a
lesson.
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OST OF the world perhaps
agrees that the Internation-
al Olympic Committee
(I0C) has earned the repu-
tation of being the most corrupt orga-
nisation of our times. Except the
Japanese, who will argue that their rul-
ing Liberal Democratic Party gets the
gold medal. For the past three weeks it
appeared there something was being

- done about it.

But soon the people, who had thought
a reformist crusader had emerged, felt

_betrayed by the political establishment.

Late on Monday evening, Mr. Koichi Ka-
to, a prominent LDP figure, announced
that his supporters could abstain from
the no-confidence motion against the

" Prime Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori, but

would not support it. He called it “an

" honourable retreat.” The reformist had

" chickened out. What was paraded as an

* attempt to overthrow the Government

to begin reform of a corrupt system was

* no more than an LDP power struggle
" which was given up even before swords

" were drawn.

Mr. Kato had raised the hopes of a
great majority of the Japanese in the first
week of this month when he confirmed
news leaks that a big challenge was be-

. ing mounted to Mr. Mori. The challenge
. would come from two fronts. The Oppo-

sition would jointly sponsor a no-confi-
dence motion on the day of

. deliberations on the supplementary

budget. It would ride piggy-back on a

.. Kato-led revolt within the LDP.

Why Mr. Mori was back in office on
Tuesday morning was because his chal-
lengers within the LDP had backed off
and, at a Lower House ballot taken on a
no-confidence motion, the Opposition
was left holding the bag of 190 votes, the
sum of the seats held by the four Oppo-
sition parties, the Democratic Party of
Japan (DPJ]), the Liberals, the Socialist
Democratic Party and the Japan Com-
munist Party. They were ditched by two
LDP factions and some unaffiliated LDP
members. The motion was voted down
237 to 190, with 52 abstentions, of which
41 were from within the LDP.

It is quite another matter that a chain
of events has been set in motion in
which Mr. Mori will be sacrificed, within
weeks or by March at the latest. The LDP
just cannot risk a Mori captaincy during
the July 2000 elections to half the Upper
House. The LDP’s largest group, led by
Mr. Ryutaro Hashimoto, is opposed to

7 Za e A revolt- that wasn'’t

What was paraded as an
attempt to overthrow the
Mori Government to
begin reform of a corrupt
system was no more than
an LDP power struggle,
reports F. J. KHERGAMVALA.

tion, an event too horrendous for any in
the LDP to contemplate.

This would also be sweet revenge for
Mr. Mori joining hands with the late
Prime Minister, Takeo Fukuda, to stab
in the back the then Prime Minister, Mr.
Masayoshi Ohira, to whom Mr. Kato was
a close aide. When the LDP’s main in-
timidator and hatchet-man, Mr. Hiro-
mu Nonaka, who is secretary-general,
threatened to expel !Mr. Kato and Mr.

Mr. Koichi Kato and Mr. Yoshiro Mori... fighting It out.

Mr. Mori continuing beyond a face-sav-
ing interval.

Mr. Kato, who hatched the plan with
his close colleague, Mr. Taku Yamasaki,
had felt he could force the LDP main-
stream factions to force a Mori ouster.
He suggested that-the Opposition mo-
tion would be supported by.64 members
of the Kato and Yamasaki factions plus
some more. It was not certain that Mr.
Kato would succeed Mr. Mori, but, if the
no-confidence motion worked, it was
highly probable that at a Lower House
vote would elect him. For, Mr. Mori
would have had to resign or call an elec-

Yamasaki from the LDP, Mr. Kato re-
minded him that in 1980, the party did
not warn of any punishment to Mr. Fu-
kuda and this same Mr. Mori for their
treachery against the then party lead-
ership.

Mr. Kato scoffed at the threats and
said on the evening of the no-confi-
dence vote, “I am 100 per-cent certain

of success,” in the ‘“decisive battle”.

This truly inspired the Japanese people
who swamped TV network anchors with
e-mail messages and phone calls asking
them to tell Mr. Kato to do battle against
Mr. Mori and the corrupt elders of the

party, which in Japan'’s case is also the
system,The timing of the Kato-led rebel-
lion was perfect but its preparedness,
much lesg so. Mr. Kato wanted to seize
power befpre the January 6 reorganisa-
tion of the Central Government, when
Ministries would be amalgamated or
split up. He wanted to be in charge of
this change.

Mr. Mori's public opinion ratings
were at a nadir. Not a single media or-
gan polled more than 18 per cent that
supported him. All reported disapproval
rates between 67 and 72 per cent. A se-
ries of personal gaffes by a Prime Minis-
ter who is totally inept at governance,
but was placed in the chair by five elders
including Mr. Nonaka, had contributed
to this.

Mr. Kato went over the heads of the
LDP factions and with a well-conceived
media blitz, including six TV interviews
on the day preceding the vote, got the

public behind him in an inspiring per-
formance. So, what went wrong?

Mr. Kato forgot to mobilise the num-
bers of his own faction, which was split
by the elders who threatened Kato-
backers they would be deprived of funds
at election time. Despite all this, almost
all calculations showed Mr. Kato’s revolt
losing by just four votes. In the end, he
did not have the stomach to do battle
and it was found he too was using an
emissary to cut a deal, thus betraying
the public which had believed that this
was a principled challenge. A dishon-
ourable retreat in a power struggle.
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By F.J. Khergamvala HO/

TOKYO, NOV. 29. Japan has just reo-
pened its Embassy in Baghdad on
a functional basis to cope with the
demand from business but it is
also a certain sign of a step-by-
step normalisation with Iraq.

Quite typical of almost all coun-
tries that are moving back to do
business with Iraq, the official Ja-
panese position is of “hoping”
that the regime of Mr. Saddam
Hussein will implement all Unit-
ed Nations Security Council reso-
lutions. Japan tried exactly a year
back to reopen its mission in the
fraqi capital but backed off under
U.S. pressure. Japan is now
among the few industrialised na-
tions to reopen its Embassy in
Baghdad.

Iraq now pumps out al ou& 2.3
million barrels of oil daily |nto the
market, or close to five pef cent of
the world’s oil trade. Everythough
there are procedural obsthcles by
way of monthly price agprovals
by the U.N., there has Ueen in-
creasing travel by energy related
businessmen to Iraq. Conse-

iently, there has been pressure

or re-establishing Japancse Gov-

ernment services in Baghdad, no-
tably consular services and
protection in case of unanticipat-
ed incidents. For the past nine
and a half years, Japanese diplo-
mats travelled to Baghdad occa-
sionally from Jordan to render
such services. From this month,
the office in Baghdad itself will be
kept open for three weeks each
month.

The Embassy will not grant vi-
sas to Iraqi nationals who wish to
visit Japan. Japanese officials
have clarified that the step is not
meant to indicate a business-as-
usual relationship with a country
under U.N. sanctions. Actually,
however, it will be “business’ as
usual because there is realisation
that in the past year, companies
from China, Russia, India, some
European nations and Arab
neighbours of Iraq have managed
to bag contracts awarded partly
on grounds that the governments
of some of these countries stuck it
out in Baghdad. Japanese busi-
ness was a year earlier than their
Government in foreseeing the de
facto slackening of the sanctions

reopens Embassy in Iraq,

regime. For reasons as yet quite
unclear, two months ago, the for-
mer head of the Japanese Defence
Agency (the ex-Minister) said on a
tour abroad that Japan must im-
mediately lift its sanctions against
Iraq.

Japan has not gone that far and
as the chair of the Group of Eight
(G-8) has preferred to allow its
businesses to deal with Iraq and
also provide humanitarian assist-
ance as a government, without
actually breaching the sanctions.

The resolve of going ahead this
time over U.S. objections is tem-
pered with meeting some of these
objections. The specific declara-
tion that the Embassy will not is-
sue visas to Iraqi nationals
suggests that it will be some time
before Japan will permit senior
Iraqi officials to visit Tokyo. The
head of the Middle Eastern and
African Bureau of the Japanese
Foreign Ministry was in Baghdad
recently to re-establish the terms
for allowing the Embassy to func-
tion, but this visit is also expected
to be the forerunner of higher lev-
el Japanese missions.
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By F.]. Khergamvala

TOKYO, OCT. 9. Japan has made a
hefty reparation-cum-down pay-
ment to the Kim Jong Il regime in
North Korea by way of the sixth,
and largest rice aid provision that
far exceeds the request by the
World Food Programme.

On Friday, Japan formally an-
nounced that it would grant
500,000 tonnes of rice to the
North, in response to the WEP’s
request for 195,000. In doing so,
the Japanese Prime Minister, Mr.
Yoshiro Mori has retracted his
word given to the families of over
10 Japanese suspected to have
been abducted by the Kim Jong 11
regime in the 1970s and 1980s.
For years, Japan has shunned giv-
ing all but limited amounts of hu-
manitarian aid to the North which
would not budge from its position
of denying knowledge about the
abductions. Beginning in the mid
1970s, over ten, possibly a dozen
Japanese have disappeared..

No definite proof is available
except in one case that the North
agents were responsible for kid-
napping people living near the Ja-
panese shoreline, but the entire
public and the political establish-
ment supported the tough line of
successive  Japanese  govern-
ments. The general view is that
the North Koreans abducted the
Japanese to use them to train
Pyongyang's agents in the use of
Japanese language and culture.

Japan app
po

eases

%ast month, \t e r\z?mg parties

and the Opposjtion parties
seemed to have cbllapsed in a
heap around the Mori Govern-
ment’s flip-flop, foy one simple
reason. The ruling DP certainly
and its other partners are desper-
ately wooing the rice farming lob-
by in a year when a glut will greet
the rice harvest, expected to be
the heaviest in three years. In or-
der not to allow this oversupply to
depress prices and incomes for a
politically important constituen-
cy, the Mori Government has
bought the half a million tonnes
by spending $1 billion. The same
amount of aid destined rice, had
it been bought overseas as Japan
normally does for aid uses, would
have cost $17.5 billion. Indeed,
South Korea has donated Thai
and Chinese rice to North Korea.

Thus, in one flip-flop, quite
characteristic of the Mori Govern-
ment, the ruling coalition has
pleased the World Food Pro-
gramme and South Korea's Mr.
Kim Dae Jung who is desperate to
prove to his doubting country-
men the success of the sunshine
policy, and appeased North Korea
as well as kowtowed to the do-
mestic rice lobby. The Mainichi
editorialised, “The rice aid is not
so much as part of Japan's foreign
policy as domestic agricultural
policy.”

The only ones angry are the rel-
atives of those abducted and a

Korea%biiﬁﬁ aid

section of the principled media.
Mr. Katsumi Sato, Director of the
Modern Korea Institute in Tokyo,
who accompanied the relatives to
a meeting with the country’s For-
eign Minister, Mr. Yohei Kono,
said they began beating the table
after hearing the Government’s
explanation of its action. The pur-
ported political justification from
Mr. Kono is that this payment of
rice will help spur normalisation
of ties with the North. He was un-
able to say why the world’s sec-
ond largest economy needs to
spur normalisation with the
world’s most impoverished na-
tion. Mr. Kono felt that this down-
payment would encourage the
Kim Jong Il regime to look at the
abduction cases more seriously.

At the cost of being forced to
quit, it would have been embar-
rassing for Mr. Kono to admit that
some top coalition party mem-
bers, including the king-maker,
Mr. Hiromu Nonaka and Mr. Mori
himself have either visited or
communicated through back
channels with the North and had
quite some time back committed
to helping the North, while sing-
ing a different tune at home,
promising the relatives that there
will be “no compromises.” It is a
sobering thought to the Japanese
people that their Government
chose to keep a commitment to a
dictator but broke a commitment
to its own people.

30 injured in
Bangladesh
group clash

DHAKA, OCT. 9. At least 30 people
were injured during a clash over
cutting an embankment to let out
floodwaters in one of the worst
flood-hit areas in south-western
Bangladesh's Sathkhira district,
police and media reports said to-
day.

The leading Bengali daily Ju-
gantar, quoting police and wit-
nesses, said the injured included
a local union parished chairman,
who led the group to cut the mud
embankment at Komarpur in
Debhata upazilla in Sathkhira dis-
trict yesterday.

“The two groups fired gunshots
and exploded bombs during the
five-hour long clash’, said an eye-
witness. This led to the injury of
30 people with either bullet
wounds or splinter from crude
bombs.

Witnesses said the clash broke
out when one group led by the
union parishad (local village
council) chairman of Parulia at-
tempted to cut Komarpur em-
bankment to release floodwater
amid protests by the another
group of Sakhipur union.

Police rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under con-
trol. Meanwhile, the flood situa-
tion in the district further
deteriorated with fresh areas in-
undated as the water continued
to roll down to the south. — PTI
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By F. J. Khergamval

TOKYO, OCT. 24. The Japanese Prime
Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori is not
known to make mistakes. Just big
blunders. The timing and the details
of the latest blunder have prompted
young Turks in the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party to publicly demand
Mr. Mori’s scalp, with the media too
bitterly critical of the leader.

What has set off the latest uproar is
Mr. Mori’s huge gaffe during a meet-
ing with Britain’s leader, Mr. Tony
Blair in Seoul at the Asia Europe sum-
mit late last week. Mr. Mori briefed
Mr. Blair about Japan’s ongoing nor-
malisation talks with North Korea,
saying that the main stumbling block
was Pyongyang’s refusal to address
the issue of over 10 cases of Japanese
having been allegedly abducted by
North Korean agents.

After the meeting, Japanese For-
eign Ministry officials were author-
ised to tell the media that Mr. Mori
informed Mr. Blair that during a visit
to the North in 1997, a Japanese dele-
gation, of which Mr. Mori himself was
a member, told North Korean offi-
cials that to save face, the North
could arrange for the abducted peo-
ple to be found in Bangkok or Beijing.
“For Nnrth Koreans, saving face is ve-

prospects at the summer’s elections
to part of the Upper House, if Mr.
Mori survives a contest for the party
leadership in December. Moreover,
the timing of the blunder will mak

The Japanese Prime Minister, Mr.
Yoshiro Mori, at a Lower House
plenary session at Parliament in

Tokyo on Tuesday. — AP

extremely difficult for Japan to move
forward in its negotiations with the
North when the next round takes
place on October 30 in Beijing.
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“Noung Turks in LDP ask Mori to
Mmquit after gaffe gopan

where they were. Thus, said Mr. Mo-
ri’s critics, the victims might now be
permanently silenced.

Mr. Mori’s office and the Govern-
ment’s Chief Cabinet Secretary have
desperately tried to put the contro-
versy behind them by saying that the
person in the 1997 delegation who
made this proposal to North Korea
was the deputy leader but merely
gave his own personal suggestion and
did not speak for the delegation as a
whole. This set off another uproar.
Mr. Masaaki Nakayama, a former
Construction Minister and deputy
leader of the errant delegation, im-
mediately called on Mr. Mori to pro-
test and told reporters on Tuesday, ‘1
made the comments representing the
entire delegation and will not forgive
them (the P.M.’s office) for saying it
was only my personal opinion.” A
private support group consisting of
relatives of those abducted called the
Mori gaffe an act of betrayal.

Mr. Mori’s office has said it is no
longer government policy to seek the
abduction issue’s resolution in this
manner. However, this not being his
first blunder, the episode has occa-
sioned everybody to recall his official

indiscretions. “Mr. Mori is said to

hava apce triad tn ~ole ~ Frcnios Snnr,



/ &V PLAYING A CONSCIENCE-KEEPER 1\

THE FINE GLOSS on the outcome of the latest
visit to Pakistan by the Japanese Prime Minister,
Mr. Yoshiro Mori, who is at present in India, is
quite obvious indeed. Pakistan’s Chief Execu-
tive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, unhesitatingly con-
ceded Japan's moral right, as a singular victim of
the weapons of mass destruction, to play the
world’s conscience-keeper in regard to nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation goals. More
significantly, he pledged to uphold Pakistan’s
promised moratorium on nuclear arms testing
as long as India would do likewise. According to
some Japanese media reports, attributed to the
officials accompanying Mr. Mori, Gen. Mushar-
raf foresaw in this context the possibility of sus-
taining his country’s freeze on future nuclear
test-detonations until the day the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) might come into
effect. All this did not, in Mr. Mori’s view, mea-
sure up to what Japan wanted, namely a credible
assurance that Pakistan would soon sign the
CTBT without much ado. However, given the
tangled web of passions involving Islamabad
and New Delhi, Mr. Mori was somewhat sympa-
thetic in agreeing to consider a partial easing of
the flow of blocked Japanese funds, already in
the pipeline, for the Kohat tunnel project in Pa-
kistan. This would not negate Tokyo's economic
“measures’’, a semantic nicety for sanctions, as
applicable to its aid for new projects. In the
event, Mr. Mori and Gen. Musharraf allowed the
status quo to reign on the CTBT front, given the
Pakistan leader’s argument that he might only
trigger “‘domestic instability” if he were to rush
in where angels feared to tread.

An arguably important “gain” for Gen.
Musharraf was Mr. Mori’s inclination to consid-
er discussing with the U.S. and others within the
G-8 (group of seven major industrialised coun-
tries and Russia) whether the International Mon-
etary Fund could take a more lenient view of
Islamabad’s financial requirements in the event

of credible signs of a forward movement by it §n
the CTBT front. In regard to Pakistan’s domest1
politics, Mr. Mori was keen that Gen. Musharra
should adhere to the time-frame set by its Judi-
ciary for a restoration of democracy. It was in
that overall context that Gen. Musharraf found
much political space to pronounce himself on
the crying economic needs of Pakistan and the
unfair impact on it of Japan’s economic embargo
on certain categories of aid, including yen-de-
nominated loans. The message about the eco-
nomic costs, alleged to have been imposed on
Pakistan by India’s policies, was duly delivered.
But Mr. Mori, clear in his mind that there could
be no Japanese mediation over Kashmir, simply
reminded the General of the G-8's hopes about a
resumption of dialogue between India and Pa-
kistan. This marked a departure from an agven-
turist Japanese attempt in 1998 to hgst an
international conference in Tokyo on Kashmir.
On the anti-terrorism front, the Mori-Mysharraf
discussions centred on Afghanistan, gifen also
Tokyo's earlier initiative in trying to fead the
moves of the Taliban and the present Northern
Alliance.

Mr. Mori’s agenda in Bangladesh, which he
visited before travelling to Pakistan, was more in
line with post-imperial Japan's prime economic
diplomacy. Dhaka’s poverty-alleviation pro-
grammes would in some key sense be under-
pinned by Japan's aid. With Dhaka gradually
setting its sights on a role in international affairs
commensurate with its modest but critical suc-
cess at home, Mr. Mori promised Sheikh Hasina
that Japan would consider whether to invest in
Bangladesh’s natural gas sector in the light of a
crucial seminar to be held in Tokyo. If this might
reinforce Bangladesh’s emerging status as a pos-
sible geopolitical destination of the economic
kind, Dhaka is more interested for the present in
external help for its infrastructure projects and
Mr. Mori did not disappoint it.
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By F. ]. Khergamvala . P
TOKYO, SEPT. 2. Russia’s President, Mr Vladimir
Putin, arrives in Tokyo on Sunday secure in
the knowledge that Japan cannot possibly ex-
pect political concessions from Moscow at this
time, but if he expects Japan'’s aid to flow, he
will have to agree to a postponement of, not
ignore, a Japanese wish list to resolve the terri-
torial issue between the two countries.
After the tragedy of the Russian submarine
t ~dursk in the Barents Sea last month, the Gov-
Eilmem of Mr Yoshiro Mori made a tactical
ift on the handling of the Putin visit. Despite
rtraying a strong public posture, Japan will
ot press Mr Putin for immediate concessions
the territorial dispute focussing on the four
i®ands of Etorofu, Kunashiri, Shikotan and the
Habomai cluster.
Russia is reluctant to agree to sign any docu-
:1ent on the territorial issue. But Japan has
Ecided to seek a formal extension of the
ugh deadline agreed to by both countries in
asnoyarsk in November 1997. It remains to
je seen if Japan has the clout to get both, Mr
tin’s written agreement and some specific
ideadline.
According to the 1997 agreement, between
Mr Ryutaro Hashimoto and Mr Boris Yeltsin,
th had decided to ‘“‘strive to reach a peace
aty by the end of 2000.” Since then, Russia’s
suisfortunes, the leadership transition and
er factors have altered the picture. The pre-
t position is that Japan wants the peace
gty linked to some decision on the islands,
ereas Russia is insistent that the iglAnds is-

WMD)
sue be delinked from’the peace treaty.

By postponing the deadline for a solution
Mr Mori hopes to satisfy domestic opinionl
that he has kept the momentum going for
claiming the islands and give Mr Putin some
room for manoeuvre at home. At the same
time, Japan would stay its ground and use the
1993 Hosokawa-Yeltsin Tokyo Declaration to
emphasise that the territorial issue and the
peace treaty cannot be delinked.

Russia disagrees with Japan's proposal to
specify a time-frame and has suggested that
both sides reach an “‘early solution.” Japan's
public stance is to insist on the old deadline of
2000, but the extended date might be 2004,
when Mr Putin’s term in office ends. Mr Mori
might insist on an earlier date as he does not
wish to convey to a vocal right wing that he is
shelving what was the highest priority for the
previous two Prime Ministers.

In another pragmatic move that dovetails
Russia’s needs and Japan’s desire to develop
closer ties with the Russian Navy and Air
Force, if only to keep a closer watch on Sino-
Russian military ties, the Mori Government is
about to expand its assistance to Russia in the
“undersea” depths. In 1993, Tokyo had
pledged $ 100 millions to help Russia, Ukraine,
Kazakhstan and Byelorussia dismantle nucle-
ar weapons. Such aid has been given. Last
year, Japan worked on providing $ 40 million

ployed in the Far East.

Officials here have ruled out taking a

ift on Pui|

Q]bigger step. If Russia requests, Japan is pre- J

pared to consider how to render medical help |
on the Kursk tragedy. Russia’s Defence Minis-
ter is due in Japan this autumn to reciprocate
the Japanese Minister’s visit last year. Japan '
will also help to complete a nuclear waste |
processing facility in the Russian Far East.

At least three joint statements incorporating
15 documents will be made during Mr Putin's
short stay. Among them is a Russian commit-
ment to support Japan’s admission to the U.N.
Security Council as a permanent member. The
rest pertain to scientific, cultural exchanges,
energy, issues of intellectual property and is-
sues other than the political dispute on the
islands. Mr Putin’s focus, for obvious reasons
is on Japanese economic assistance, especially
for the neglected four islands.

Expressing disappointment at the current
level of assistance, the Russian leader in re-
plies to the Nihon Keizai Shimbun's questions
clearly linked future political ties to Japanese
aid. Mr Putin wants both countries to formally
adopt an ongoing project to develop oil and
natural gas fields in Sakhalin and a new one to
lay a gas pipeline from Russia to Japan. He
also hopes that Japan and Russia formally take
aboard a project by Russian monopoly United
Energy Systems to supply electric power from
Sakhalin to Japan.
~ In Japan, only the more aggressive business
houses are willing to invest in Russia in a cli-
mate that is neither politically ripe nor are
investment conditions secure. The rest insist
on riding piggyback on Japanese aid.
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TOKYO, Sept. 4. — Russian
President Mr Vladimir Putin
today rejected a Japanese call
for sovereignty over four dis-
puted islands, officials s&id,
dashing™any hopes of a peace
treaty this year. Mr Putin
arrived here on Sunday on a
three day visit.

The Japanese Prime Minister
Mr Yoshiro Mori had proposed
that Japan’s borders be
expanded to
include

Kupashir in Russ1an) Etorofu
(Iturup in Russian) Shikotan
and Habomai, are home to
about 16,000 people, according
to Russian statistics.

Based on the idea of the
islands being incorporated
within Japanese territory, “we
would like to see a peace treaty
that is very acceptable to both
sides,” Mr Mori said.

“Mr Putin remarked that this
proposal contains a number of

new elements

i the s | but it cannot be
islands, known SAILORS BODIES viewed as a

as the Southern
Kurils in Russia
and Northern
Territories in
Japan, they

“The Japanese
idea is brave
and well-consid-
ered but it does
not correspond
exactly with the
Russian idea,”
Mr Putin told

month,

Russians

MOSCOW, Sept. 4. — Rus-
sia will begin to recover the
bodies of the 118 crew mem-
bers of its doomed Kursk
said. submarine by the end of the
Deputy Prime
Minister, Mr Ilya Klebanov,
said today on RTR TV.

The operation would be car-
ried out by teams of three’
divers, each made up of two
and
Norwegian, — AFP

basis for a
mutually-
acceptable com-
promise,” said a
member of the
Russian delega-
tion. “For his
part, the Rus-
sian president
laid out in detail
the Russian pro-
posals which
will see a grad-
ual movement

one

Mr Mori, accor-
ding to a Japanese official.
The islands were occupied by
* erstwhile Soviet troops in the
dying days of World War II,
blocking the path to a peace
treaty ever since. The two sides
had agreed at a summit three
years ago, to forge a peace
treaty by the end of 2000 but
progress has since been glacial
because of the festering dispute.
Japanese rightist groups
meanwhlle drove through
Tokyo’s streets demanding the
return of the islands.

towards a peace
agreement with a parallel
improvement in bilateral ties.”

The leaders noted progress in
some areas, allowing Japanese
residents to visit the islands,
giving a fishing quota to Japan
around the islands and allow-
ing the islanders to visit Japan,
the Russian official said.

Japan and the erstwhile
Soviet Union had restored
diplomatic ties with a joint
statement which also ended
the state of war between them
in 1956.

THE STATESMAR

=5 sir i




Territorial row blocks

Japan, Russia treaty

Tokyo, Sept. 5 (Reuters): Japan
and Russia agreed today they
would keep talking to resolve a
territorial row blocking a peace
treaty between them formaliy
ending World War II, but chances
of meeting a year-end deadline
looked dimmer than ever.

Japanese Prime . Minister
Yoshiro Mori told a news confer-
ence that the agreement had been
reached after talks today with
Russian  President Vladimir
Putin, the final formal chat be-
tween the two leaders before
Putin ends a three-day visit.

The dispute over four tiny
Russian-held islands that Japan
wants back are the sole obstacle to
a treaty. Soviet troops seized the
islands, located off Japan’s main
northern island of Hokkaido, at
the end of the war in 1945.

The islands’ economic value is
limited and their strategic impor-
tance debatable, But Russia fears
a nationalist backlash if it returns
the islands. Japan wants them
back as a matter of national pride.

Russia’s RIA news agency had
already quoted a member of the
Russian delegation as saying last
night that Moscow would no

These dog-shaped-robots, called
“Poo-Chi”, were presented to
Vladimir Putin by Yoshiro Mori
in Tokyo on Monday. (AFP)

longer heed a deadline agreed pre-
viously between the two countries
to clinch the elusive peace treaty
by the end of 2000.

Earlier on Monday, Putin had
rejected a 1998 Japanese proposal
to shift the border north of the dis-
puted islands — a move which
would effectively recognise
Japanese sovereignty.

Foreign minister Igor Ivanov,

FHE TELLGRAPH

said Russé\ woulll back Japhn’'s
bid for a perman t seat onthe

UN Security Coun

Putin’s judo moves
Japan’s beefy Prime Minister

could not wrestle a peace treaty .

out of President Viadimir Putin,
but the Russian ieader proved a
pushover for schoolgirl Natsumi
Gomi. For the second time in less
than two months, Putin donned
his judo gear and ventured onto
the mat to floor a Japarnese male
protagonist several times using a
variety of moves.

The youthful Putin, who hasa
black belt in the sport, then ac-
cepted a bouquet of flowers from
tiny 10-year-old Natsumi and, to
her surprise, invited her onto the
mat as well. The girl, amere green
belt, finally overcame her embar-
rassment and threw Putin over
her shoulder to applause from an

audience which included Mori, a

former rugby player.

Putin, a former KGB spy, also
took to the judo mat in a widely
televised match during the July
summit of the Group of Eight na-
tions on Japan’s southern island
of Okinawa.



By F.J. Khergamvala ‘) ,\L

TOKYO, BEPY. 6. Irrespective of the Clinton ad-
ministr{ion’s intentions on building a missile
defence system, Japan is not going to interrupt
its own “‘résearch” on the Theatre Missile De-
fence (TMD) system. The Defence Agency’s
requirement specific to this research for fiscal
2001 is set at $34 million plus.

At the Millennium Summit in New York, the
Chinese President, Mr. Jiang Zemin is expect-
ed to lead the global chorus against the U.S.
plans to build an anti-missile defence. Japan is
the only country other than the U.S. that is
going ahead with a form of wider missile de-
fence. It will be intriguing to see how its Prime
Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori balances fapan’s
support for the U.S. with Tokyo’s intention of
gaining support for a permanent seat at the
United Nations Security Council by wooing
nations opposed to the anti missile defence.

In December 1999, the U.N. General As-
sembly voted 80-4 in favour of a non-binding
resolution to strengthen the 1972 Anti-Ballis-
tic Missile Treaty (ABM) and asked the parties
to the ABM Treaty “‘to refrain from the deploy-
ment of anti-missile systems for the defence of
the territory of their country and not to pro-
vide a base for such a defence.” The resolution
also urged the non-transfer to other States or
extra-territorial deployment of anti-ballistic
missile systems or its components.

Japan to go ahead with missile plans

Japan was one of the 68 member-nations
that abstained. It is likely that Japan will again
keep the same international posture but in re-
ality it has decided to go ahead with a long-
term plan to develop the Theatre Missile De-
fence, which Japan prefers to label as BMD, or
Ballistic Missile Defence. The TMD is both in-
dependent of, yet morally, strategically and le-
gally linked to the ABM Treaty and the Clinton
Administration’s recent announcement to
leave to the next U.S. President the decision to
build a National Missile Defence.

Mr. Bill Clinton’s decision does not close the
door on the TMD, or the Navy Theatre Wide
Defence (NTWD)} system for Japan. After
much dithering for years, Japan undertook to
partner the U.S. in the TMD within a month of
North Korea’s three-stage Taepodong missile
launch on August 31, 1998. Japan had long
agonised about how to ready a defensive de-
terrent against China. Pyongyang’s action pro-
vided Japan the perfect public relations
pretext to do that. Therefore, irrespective of
Japan’s diplomatic posture, the plans for a
TMD have been made, on the realistic as-
sumption that China too will increase its nu-
clear missile capability, irrespective of what
the U.S. decides. For diplomatic reasons Japan
emphasises that this is still a research pro-
gramme, with a flexible deadline of fiscal
2003-2004, with the tentative estimates set at
between $150 million and $220 million for a

five- year period. The official explanation in-
cludes making a distinction between the mis-
siles to be targeted for destruction by the U.S.’
NMD and the joint U.S.-Japan TMD.

The U.S. has asked Japan to do research into
light weight materials, because primarily Ja-
pan and the U.S. have decided that the U.S.
made Aegis class platforms will carry the Light
weight Exo-Atmospheric Projectile. Therefore,
the TMD as planned for Japan will provide a
sea based defence that should provide a cover
not only for Japan but also for the minimum
100,000 U.S. troops based in the Far East.

The 1972 ABM Treaty cannot possibly ob-
struct the U.S. from getting a shield for its own
forces, but it can ask some serious questions
of Japan’s commitment to non-proliferation
and disarmament. First, it definitely violates
the ABM provisions and the purpose of the
ABM, to limit the defence capabilities of both
the then superpowers so that neither is tempt-
ed to launch a first strike.

Much of Japan’s anxiety would be relieved
should Mr. George Bush come to the Oval Of-
fice and is able to carry through his campaign
pledges. The Republican Presidential conten-
der has promised “effective missile defences
to protect all 50 States and our friends and
allies.” If the friends and allies include Tai-
wan, in addition to Japan, then Mr. Jiang will
have much more to say beyond his Millenni-
um Summit speech.



f apan naval officer charged with espi
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TOKYO, Sept. 8. — A Japanese naval offi-
cer, suspected of passing military secrets
to a Russian embassy employee, was
arrested today in what could be the coun-
try’s biggest spy scandal in 20 years.

The incident comes just a few days after
the Russian President, Mr Vladimir
Putin’s visit failed to resolve a territorial
row that is keeping the two countries from
signing a peace treaty.

Mr Shigehiro Hagisaki (38), Lieutenant
Commander in the maritime self-defence
force, is currently posted at a defence
research institute. He served on destroyers
and submarines before being posted to the
institute, where he worked as an expert on

REUTERS

Russia. Fluent in Russian, he also worked
in a documentation division which deals
with foreign defence.

Russia reacted angrily to the incident. “It
is an extremely unfriendly and provocative
move,” a Russian official said. He reported-
ly said Moscow may issue a protest to
Tokyo through diplomatic channels.

The Japanese gqvernment too is taking
the incident seriously, but the potential
diplomatic impact would depend on the
kind of documents handed over.

Chief government spokesman, Mr
Hidenao Nakagawa said: “This incident
took place in an area where high security
must be maintained...it could lower peo-
ple’s trust in national security...once we
have the details, we will have to consider

what we are goY tell the Russians
about this issue.”

Kyodo news agency identified the Russian
as a naval officer, Captain Victor Bogaten-
kov. He is a military attache and member
of a Russian intelligence group. Claiming
diplomatic immunity, he refused to go to a
local police station for interrogation.

Mr Hagisaki was arrested shortly after
being wined and dined by Capt Bogatenkov
at a Tokyo restaurant, Japanese media
reports said. Mr Hagisaki reportedly also |
received money for handing over the classi-
fied documents. The two met around 10
times since September 1999 till last month.

“All we know now is that he met a person
we believe was from the Russian embassy
several times,” a police spokespersow_id.

—
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T IS not too often that
Tokyo people see a Russian
Federation flag fluttering on
lamp-posts in central
government offices. But a
common sight are scores of loud
speaker-fitted ugly buses and
trucks belonging to the radical
right-wing, which frequently
protests against the Russians.
The trucks and buses were
out in strength earlier this week
to ‘greet’ the Russian President,
Mr. Viadimir Putin. But, if there
was one thing that he and his
host, Mr. Yoshiro Mori, agreed
on, it was that despite the
| Absence of a peace treaty, Japan
and Russia had come a long
way and the radical right was
out of sync with reality.
As Mr. Putin said at a news
conference, ‘“Efforts in the 50

wyears (before 1997) resulted in

achieving nothing, zero. In the
past couple of years, we saw
considerable progress.” Mr.
Mori concurred, “Vladimir’s visit
has served to establish a
cornerstone for development of
the relations between the two
nations in the future.”

Within hours of Mr. Putin
leaving Japan, the government
and the media in Japan began
buzzing about a new direction
that the Russian President might
have hinted at to redolve the
long-standing territorial dispute.
Before he came, there were
several false starts. But, like false
starts in a 100 metres dash are
eventually followed by a valid
one, much hope now rests on
the new Putin formula.

The defence relationship
between Japan and Russia is
growing, driven by a wariness of
China. But these days there is a
limit to how far a relationship
will grow unless economic
complimentarity is exploited.
The huge potential of
complimentarity between
Russian raw fossil fuels and
Japan’s hungry industry remains
to be tapped.

Japan is only the third largest
investor in Russia. Bilateral
trade dropped to just over $4
billion in 1999. Japanese
business is extremely chary of
doing business in Russia, not
just because of poor investment
conditions but also because of

an incomplete political

+ relationship.

Yet, the words from Mr. Putln
and Mr. Mori were not mere
platitudes. Russia will support
Japan in its bid to become a
permanent member of the U.N.
Security Council. Until Mr.
Ryutaro Hashimoto went to
meet Mr., Boris Yeltsin, then
Russian President, in 1997 in
Krasnoyarsk, the relanonShIP
was one of bemgn negu;"" Mr.

A toast for better ties: The Russian President,
Mr. Viadimir Putin, and the Japanese Prime Minister,
Mr. Yoshiro Mori, at a banquet in Tokyo.

Despite the absence
of a peace treaty,
Russia and Japan

have come a
long way.

F.J. KHERGAMVALA
on a possible step-by-
step solution to the
Kuriles dispute.

Hashimoto, replacing Japan’s all
or nothing stance with a give
and take policy, set the tone for
a long process of retrieving the
lost land (four islands) in
perhaps 20 years, based on land
for money. To Russia the islands
are the southern Kuriles and to
Japan they are the Northern
Territories, consisting of the
islands of Shikotan, the
Habomai cluster, Kunashiri and
Etorofu. In 1855, towards the
end of the Tokugawa Shogunate,
Japan and Russia signed a treaty
of friendship, drawing a border
between the northernmost of
the four islands, Etorofu, and
Russia’s Urup island. So then,
what’s the problem? As Japan
was surrendering in September
1945, the Soviets grabbed all
four islands. In 1956, during the
establishment of diplomatic
relations, Japan and Russia
signed the Moscow Declaration.
It calls for Russia returning
Habomai and Shikotan when
the peace treaty is signed. The

fate of the other two islands was
not mentioned.

There was a long Cold War,
during which the U.S. kept
Okinawa as an insurance against
Japan and Russia doing a deal

On a peace mlssioh, In Judo

gear... Mr. Putin bows before
entering the Kodokan judo
hall in Tokyo.

wvJapan, Russia to go Dutch

on the four islands. A
subservient Japan played along
and provoked Russia into
withdrawing the Moscow 1956
offer.

As Japan's stature rose and it
became a big power, in 1993 it
got a weakened Russia to again
formally acknowledge the
existence of a territorial dispute.
But the relationship stood still
until Mr. Hashimoto visited
Russia.

He then suggested the ‘land
for money’ solution. Japan
would invest in infrastructure in
the Russian Far-East and could
buy natural gas at cheaper
prices, and improve Russia's
ports, harbours and various
facilities on the disputed islands.
In return, Mr. Yeltsin agreed to
sign a document saying both
leaders would ““do their best in
order to conclude a peace treaty
by 2000.”

The 1956 Moscow Declaration
already linked the peace treaty
to a resolution of the territorial
dispute. A few months after Mr.
Hashimoto got Mr. Yeltsin to
agree to the ambitious target,
the Russian leader visited Japan.

At the fishing resort of
Kawana in April 1998, Mr.
Hashimoto proposed that Japan
and Russia draw the line as they
did in 1855, to the north of the
four islands, but said Russia
could continue to actually
control the disputed islands for,
say, another 20 years.

This indirect language of
diplomacy suggested to most of
Japan that 2000 was the
deadline for a peace treaty,
based on Russia acknowledging
the Japanese jurisdiction over
the islands.

Discerning observers knew
this was impossible, but it took
the Kursk submarine tragedy
last month for the Japanese to
realise that Mr. Putin could not
afford to even whisper the term
“transfer of territory.”

However, for the first time a
Russian leader mentioned the
Moscow Declaration, which
spoke about a two by two split.
Mr. Putin has forced Japan to
reconsider what it accepted in
1956.

Every political leader wants to
go down in history having
achieved some gain. Mr. Mori’s
official position is that Mr.
Putin’s proposal “at this stage”
will not be practical unless
Russia addresses the issue of the

- other two islands, hut the -
o pmposal hag not béen rablc

Clearly, by year-end
look more seriously a¢ ti
potentially step by step solytion, -
even in the face of domestic
opposition.
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~»*  Mori on a difficult mission

By P. S. Suryanarayana Y\‘) ‘\K

TOKYO, AUG. 17. The Japanese Prime Minister,
Mr. Yoshiro Mori, has staked his foreign policy
reputation on what his critics and supporters
alike tend to see as a diplomatically difficult
mission to South Asia, scheduled to begin on
August 19.

Given that the seasoned mandarins in To-
kyo are aware of South Asia’s potential as a
diplomatic minefield for a man with a rela-
tively low political profile still at home, Mr.
Mori’s initiative has already acquired several
dimensions. In prime focus are the possibility
of Japan gaining recognition as a develop-
ment-friendly power within the G-7 industri-
alised forum, in view of a preponderance of
the poor in the Indian subcontinent, and the
chance of promoting Tokyo’s own economic
agenda by tapping India’s burgeoning infor-
mation technology sector. But the timing of
the visit is explained by the Japanese officials
in a historical context.

The notion of Tokyo’s own sphere of eco-
nomic influence came into reckoning during
the preceding Obuchi regime, especially in
South East Asia, in the light of Japan’'s mea-
sured aid to crisis-hit countries there and the
assessment that its economy was continuing
to tick with considerable precision despite a
slide as reflected in the financial indices.

Now, Mr. Mori is transparently trying to step

out of the Obuchi shadow by seeking to be-
friend South Asia and perhaps also extend the
frontiers of Japan's sphere of economic influ-
ence. The Japanese officials obviously keep
their fingers crossed over the likely outcome of
any such venture of open or tacit proportions.
But their tactical move is to package Mr. Mo-
ri's plans in a historical setting by downplay-
ing, to the extent possible, the enduring
differences between India and Japan over the
former’s nuclear security ambitions.

For post-imperial Japan, it is pointed out,
the decade of the 1950s was one of warm rela-
tions with India, especially in the context of a
perception that Nehru and its other leaders
displayed a certain degree of sympathetic un-
derstanding of Tokyo's challenges in the after-
math of its poignant hour of “embracing
defeat”’ (a catch-phrase popularised by a book
on that event). However, over time, as India
intensified its experiments in “socialism’’ and
Japan began its post-World War 11 economic
takeoff of the capitalist kind, their bilateral ties
lost considerable momentum. Thereafter, it
was only when New Delhi began liberalising
its economic policies in the early 1990s that
Japan found it compelling to turn its attention
to India once again.

This new phase of a calibrated economic
cooperation ran aground when India conduct-
ed its nuclear tests in May 1998. Tracing this
sequence, officials argue that although India

)

has not yet signed the Comhprehensive Test
Ban Treaty, Tokyo's ties with|New Dethi could
once again look up on the bagis of an expecta-
tion that the latter’s preferende for a moratori-
um on conducting further weaponising-tests
could be honoured. However, Japan's bottom-
line in regard to its frequent}insistence that
India sign the CTBT has now been kept suffi-
ciently vague ahead of Mr. Mori's visit, so as to
give him some elbow room during his talks
with India.

Should Japan want to increase its aid for
ongoing projects even while continuing to
withhold assistance for new enterprises (a
move of partial goodwill unlikely to find fa-
vour with New Delhi as of now), at least 17
existing infrastructure units in India and two
in Pakistan will benefit, estimates indicate.

It is possible that India can say 'no’ to Tokyo
in this respect (in a deeply nuanced diplomat-
ic variant of the famous line by Ishihara Shin-
taro about "“The Japan that can say ‘'no’ in
regard to the U.S.”") and insist that Mr. Mori lift
the current economic sanctions on New Delhi
for the sake of a full re-normalisation of bilat-
eral ties. A view among foreign diplomats in
Tokyo is that Japan's experience in divisive
democratic politics at home may be useful as a
reckoner as it tries to assess the difficulties
encountered by the Indian Government in
evolving a pan-party consensus on signing the
CTBT.
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By B. Muyalidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 19. [The two-day visit of the
Japanese Prime Minjster, Mr. Yoshiro Mori,
beginning tomorrow promises to be no more
than a ‘goodwill’ visit with both Pakistan and
Japan showing no signs of flexibility on the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).
While Pakistan wants Japan to lift the econom-
ic sanctions imposed on it in the wake of nu-
clear tests in May 1998, Japan has linked the
issue to the signing of the treaty.

The Japanese Prime Minister is also expect-
ed to impress upon Pakistan’s Chief Executive,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, the need to reduce
tensions with India. Gen. Musharraf is bound
to reiterate the Pakistani position that while it
is prepared for a dialogue to settle all outstand-
ing issues including Kashmir, it is India that is
not responding to the offer.

On the eve of the visit, Japan has sent out
clear signals that it can considepfesumption of
non-humanitarian aid to Paldstan only if the
latter is willing to sign the CIBT. Gen. Mushar-
raf, on his part, has madg it amply clear that
Pakistan is in no positign at this juncture to

sign it. Though Pakistan has not pinned high
hopes on the visit, the military Government
has enough reasons to be pleased with the tour
of Mr. Mori. After the U.S. President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, and the Indonesian President, Mr. Ab-
dur Rehman Wahid the Japanese Prime Minis-
ter will be the third Head of State to visit
Pakistan after the military takeover in October
last year.

Faced with serious resource crunch and
mounting external debt, Pakistan is hoping
against hope that Japan would lift the econom-
ic sanctions and resume normal economic re-
lations. The sanctions have undoubtedly hurt
the economy and the Musharraf Government
has been pleading for early resumption of nor-
mal economic ties. According to estimates, Ja-
pan provided Pakistan with $491 million in
loans and grants and was its largest trading
partner till 1998. The annual trade between the
two countries is estimated at $1 billion.

In an interview to the Japanese news agency,
Koyodo, Gen. Musharraf has said that he
would urge the Japanese Prime Minister not to
press Pakistan to subscribe to the CTBT at this

~ Resumption of ald to Paklstan
linked to CTBT, says Japan

juncture. He would try to impress upon the
visiting leader that signing the treaty could
lead to internal disturbances and destabilisa-
tion. “Give us some time so that we can stabil-
ise. Making a hasty decision to sign the CTBT
would be counter-productive and against our
national interest,” he said. On whether he
would assure Mr. Mori of Pakistan's commit-
ment to maintain the moratorium on nuclear
testing, Gen. Musharraf said, “even if we sign
the CTBT, we will have to put the condition
into it that India also will not test.”

The Japanese Ambassador to Pakistan, Mr.
Sadaaki Numata, has ruled out the possibility
of even partial lifting of sanctions unless Pakis-
tan is prepared to become a signatory. [t
would be very difficult to persuade our public
opinion that we can start normal economic
relations as if nothing had happened.”

During his visit, Mr. Mori would call on the
Pakistan President, Mr. Rafiq Tarar, and Gen.
Musharraf and exchange views on a wide
range of issues. According to Radio Pakistan,
bilateral relations, Kashmir, terrorism and Af-
ghanistan are expected to be discussed.

——— _



UCTBT figures high on
) Mori’s Pak. agenda”

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 20. The Japanese
Prime Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori,
arrived here today on a two-day
visit during which he would hold
talks with the Chief Executive,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, on the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT) and the tension with India
on the Kashmir issue.

He was received at the airport
by the Foreign Minister, Mr. Ab-
dul Sattar, and senior officials. It
was a red- carpet welcome for the
visiting dignitary, who arrived
from Bangladesh amid tight secu-
rity. Pakistani girls in traditional
dresses showered flowers on the
dignitary.

Mr. Mori will meet the Pakistan
President, Mr. Rafiq Tarar, tomor-
row morning and hold discus-
sions with Gen. Musharraf over
lunch. It promises to be no more
than a “goodwill” visit as there is
no convergence of views between
Pakistan and Japan on all major
items on the agenda.

He has come to plead with his
hosts to sign the CTBT and take
steps to ease the tension in the

| region by holding a dialogue with

India. Gen. Musharraf has made it
known that his country will not
sign the CTBT at this juncture.
While Pakistan wants Japan to lift

{an h

e

linked it to the signing of the
CTBT.

On relations with India, Gen.
Musharraf is expected to reiterate
the position that while Pakistan
was prepared for a dialogue to
settle all outstanding issues, in-
cluding Kashmir, the latter was
not responding to the offer.

Faced with a serious resource

crunch and mounting external
the sanctions imposed after the
May 1998 nuclear tests, Ja

debt, Pakistan is hoping against
hope that Japan will lift the sanc-
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tions and resume economic rela-
tions. The sanctions have hurt the
Pakistan economy and the Mush-
arraf Government has been
pleading for early resumption of
normal economic ties.

According to estimates, until
1998, Japan provided Pakistan
with $ 491 millions in loans and
grants and was its largest trading
partner. The annual trade be-
tween the two countries is esti-
mated at $ 1 billion.



Mori hopes Eg see progress

By P. S. Suryanarayana

TOKYO, AUG. 21. The Japanese
Prime Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori,
has hinted that the question of
lifting his country’s economic
sanctions on India will not be
judged exclusively by its forward
movement towards accession to
the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT).

Due weightage will be assigned
to other aspects such as the im-
portance of mutual ties, though
Mr. Mori will certainly “hope to
see progress” on the CTBT front
itself ““during” his three-day “vis-
it” to New Delhi from tomorrow.

Addressing this issue with a
broad sweep of his diplomatic
brush, Mr. Mori said: “Regarding
the economic measures taken by
Japan, we will continue to careful-
ly watch progress made regarding
nuclear non-proliferation, includ-
ing the signing of the CTBT, and
take into account comprehen-
sively various factors, including
our bilateral relations.”

The catch-phrases of much
diplomatic meaning pertain to
the indications on two counts: (1)
a “‘comprehensive’”’ assessment of
the prevailing ““economic mea-
sures,” a Japanese euphemism for
the sanctions imposed in the con-
text of India’s nuclear testing in
1998 and (2) the accent on “bilat-
eral relations” as one of the ‘“‘vari-
ous factors” for easing or lifting
the embargo on aid for absolutely

new pro;ect Mr. Mori's written
responses to questions from a se-
lect group of journalists were
made available to this newspaper
today.

Significantly, the Japanese
leader did not completely rule out
a signature on the CTBT as at

least one litmus test of India’s dis-
tinctive non-proliferation agenda.
Overall, by talking of Japan’s in-
tention to monitor the ‘“progress”
that might be “made regarding

nuclear non-proliferation” in its
totality, Mr. Mori obviously kept
the door open for a Japanese eval-
uation of any future nuances, if at
all, in India’s opposition to the
highly discriminatory Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT),
which was recently described as

)L

“ano-go area” by the External <
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh.
Mr. Mori did not, in this con-
text, openly endorse the definitive
view of top Japanese officials that
it was now unrealistic to expect
India to accede to the NPT in the
short-run or even on a medium-
term basis.

Mr. Mori prefaced his guarded
response to the sanctions ques-
tion: “Japan shares with both In-
dia and Pakistan the goal of
achieving a world without nuclear
weapons... I hope that it will be
understood that the economic
measures taken by Japan at the
time of the nuclear tests by both
countries reflect the feelings of Ja-
pan as the only nation in the
world to have ever experienced
the devastation of nuclear weap-
ons and its strong hope for nucle-
ar non-proliferation and the
abolition of nuclear weapons.”

Seeking to redefine Japan's
possible new ties with India on
the basis of shared “basic values
and objectives such as democracy
and free market economy,” Mr.
Mori said he was keen on ‘“‘ex-
panding our dialogue and coop-
erative relations across a broad
spectrum.” The Japanese Govern-
ment and private sector would
work together to promote eco-
nomic ties with India and other
South Asian countries ‘“‘through
the conclusion of an investment
promotion and protection trea-
ty.” India’s present status as “‘an

IHE HINDU
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advanced nation 1§ the IT (infor-

mation  techndlogy) sector
would be suitably tapped.
Underscoring e ‘“‘strategic

importance” of the Indian Sub-
continent in the 21st century as
the prime reason for his current
visit, Mr. Mori said Japan “hopes”
to see the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) stage a ‘‘full recovery” at
“an early date”. Tokyo “intends”
doing what it could to “promote
confidence among the nations’
of South Asia.

Expressing a ‘“strong hope”
that India and Pakistan “will
make positive efforts to reopen
dialogue” in the “the spirit of La-
hore,” he, however, said “Japan
does not intend acting as a
mediator” on Kashmir.

Measuring up as a statesman of
the G-8 (group of seven major in-
dustrialised countries and Rus-
sia), but without addressing the
issue of American military ‘‘foot-
print” in Japan, Mr. Mori said To-
kyo would “‘play an active role in
realising a further development of

the world economy” as also
“global peace.”
According to him, “Japan and

India continue to cooperate to re-
alise a reform of the (U.N.) Securi-
ty Council at an early date.” But
he did not spell out Tokyo’s stand
on India’s aspiration, much like
Japan’s, to become a permanent
member of the Council.




V % By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 21 The Japanese Prime Minis-
ter, Mr\Yoshiro Mori, currently on a tour of
South Asja, would call on India to resume the
process of dialogue with Pakistan to resolve all
outstanding issues between the two countries,
the Pakistan Foreign Office spokesperson said
here today.

Briefing reporters on the meetings of Mr.
Mori with the Pakistan Chief Executive, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, and the President, Mr. Ra-
fiq Tarar, the spokesperson said Mr. Mori re-
ferred to the recent declaration of the G-8
summit in Kyushu-Okinawa urging India and
Pakistan to resume dialogue and hoped that
they would respond to the call.

In his reply, Gen. Pervez reiterated the wil-
lingness of Pakistan for a dialogue to settle all
differences, including the Kashmir dispute,
and complained to Mr. Mori that the process
was stalled due to India’s “negative attitude”.

Speaking at a luncheon hosted by Gen.
Musharraf in his honour, Mr. Mori said, “I
earnestly hope Pakistan and India will strive to
ensure peace and stability in South Asia, and
indeed, the entire world.”

Immediately after the luncheon, preceded
by two rounds of talks on a wide range of is-
sues including the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) and economic sanctions, Mr.
Mori left for India on a three-day visit.

Asked if Japan was willing to mediate be-
tween India and Pakistan, the Foreign Office
spokesperson said though the issue did not
figure in the discussions, Pakistan is willing to
accept all modalities for resolutions of differ-
ences under Article 32 of the United Nations
Charter and that included mediation. “Any

Japan wants dia

tion is welcome. But for any mediation to suc-
ceed, acceptance of all parties involved has to
be there,” the spokesperson said.

However, a senior Japanese official made it
clear that his country has no intention of
mediating. ‘“We want easing of tensions and
resumption of dialogue in the spirit of the La-
hore Declaration.”

In the course of the meeting, the Japanese
Prime Minister expressed concern over “ter-
rorism” and it was explained by both sides
that the subject figured in the context of Af-
ghanistan. Gen. Musharraf concurred with
Mr. Mori and said Pakistan was opposed to
any kind of terrorism.

Pak. plea rejected

He came, he saw, he conquered the hearts
of Pakistanis and yet failed to carry forward his
agenda. This sums up the two-day visit of Mr.
Mori, here.

A polite but firm plea by Mr. Mori to the
Pakistan Chief Executive, General Pervez
Musharraf, to join the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty was met with an equally polite and
firm negative response. In turn, the latter’s
passionate request on the need for Japan lift-
ing the economic sanctions imposed in the
wake of the May 1998 nuclear tests was reject-
ed outright, though in diplomatic language.

Mr. Mori said that resumption of full eco-
nomic ties was linked to the CTBT. At the same
time, he stressed how much Japan valued its
friendship with Pakistan and desired to “en-
hance and deepen” the bilateral relations.

Though both sides stuck to their guns on the
main items on the agenda, Mr. Mori’s visit has
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W o important me\r/n\k\))er who can make a contribu-

left a “feel-good factor” in Islamabad. This
was evident from the fact that Gen. Musharraf,
breaking protocol, drove to the airport to see
off the visiting Prime Minister.

The military government is clearly pleased
at the appreciation shown by the visiting dig-
nitary to various initiatives taken in the social
and economic spheres since the overthrow of
the Nawaz Sharif Government in October
1999.

According to a Foreign Ministry spokesman,
Mr. Mori appreciated Gen. Musharraf’s “vi-
sion” for his country. Both sides described the
discussions as “friendly and extensive” cov-
ering a whole range of international andx(
gional issues.

The only concrete promise Pakistan extract-
ed from Mr. Mori was that Japan would con-
sider extending help in rescheduling its loans
to international agencies. The Japanese side
was at pains to stress that it was only a prom-
ise and no commitment.

For Pakistan, however, it is a valuable prom-
ise. With an external debt of $ 38 billions and
the debt servicing due to commence at the
end of the year, it is on the lookout for a bail-
out package. Gen. Musharraf frankly told Mr.
Mori that Pakistan was faced with a precarious
situation and would count on Japan for help
as and when the need arose.

At the end of the two rounds, the japanese
side suggested that the Foreign Minister of Pa-
i dul Sattar, visit Tokyo to contin-
gue. Japan'’s bid for a permanent
e United Nations Security Council
discussed during Mr. Sattar’s visit,
ay come at the end of this year.
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Mori sets the pace for renewal
of Indo-Japanese bilateral ties

The Times of India News Service

BANGALORE: Japanese Prime
Minister Yoshiro Mori on Tuesday
set the pace for the renewal and
reinforcement of Indo-Japanese
bilateral ties by mooting the set-
ting up of a “Japan-India IT
Promotion and Cooperation
Initiative,” besides announcing a
series of programmes aimed at
exchange of human resources tal-
ent and visits of high-profile eco-
nomic missions to India during the
year.

With silicon city Bangalore
being his first stop in India after
flying in from Islamabad on

administration had been promo-
tion of the IT revolution with the
establishment of an IT Strategy
Council. “As a concrete action,
Japan has drawn up a comprehen-
sive assistance package to extend
US $15 billion over the next five
years to signal the leadership that
Japan intends to show in the pro-
motion of IT use among develop-
ing countries with particular
emphasis on Asia.” he said.
Stating that the Japan-India IT
initiative is to boost current coop-
eration between the two countries
which at present is low profile, Mr
Mori said he would be making this

Monday night, proposal during
Mr Mori. com- IT’S HAPPENING his. meeting _with

menced his tight
schedule  with

- Mori wants Indo-Japanese joint

Prime Minister
Vajpayee. The

breezy visits to | 1T ventures first pillar of this
Infosys and | Karnataka CM moots ‘iT initiative will be
Wipro. This was | combinat' plan promotion  of
followed by a 20- economic  ex-

minute sterling
address to cap-

" ‘India IT’ symposium slated to
be held in Tokyo in October

changes in the
private sector.

tains of industry and trade in a

hotel with the theme being IT
“which he described as the key to

prosperity in the 21st century”.

Buoyed by Mr Mori’s enthusi-
asm and interest in IT, Wipro
Chief Azim Premji said his soft-
ware company hoped to double its
Japanese business every year,
while  software  powerhouse
Infosys Technologies chairman
N.R. Narayanamurthy described
Japan as the “jewel of Asia”.

At the sprawling campus of
Infosys, the Japanese premier took
time off to tee (golf).

Chief minister S.M. Krishna
who laced his speech with
Japanese words, including arigato
(thank you), virtually presented a
wishlist for Karnataka. He sug-
gested an “IT combinat” in
Bangalore to boost India’s soft-
ware exporis to Japan which is
four per cent compared to 64 per
cent for the US.

Mr Mori, who took over as
Japan’s PM in April this year, said
one of the central pillars of his

Subsequently. an economic mis-
sion led by the Keidanren
President, Japan Federation of
Economic Organisations, and
chairman of the Japan-India
Business Cooperation Committee
will visit India in October. This will
be followed by a delegation com-
prising Japanese small and medi-
um scale enterprises to IT compa-
nies in January.

Mr Mori said promotion bodies
for software companies from both
countries would sign a memoran-
dum of understanding on mutual
cooperation on Thursday. Besides,
the “India IT” symposium is slated
to be held in Tokyo in October.

The other measures for IT pro-
motion include training pro-
grammes for 3,000 Indian engi-
neers in the Japanese language
and its business practices during
the next three years, issual of mul-
tiple-entry visas for short stays in
Japan for business purposes and a
Japan-India summit to be attend-
ed by IT leaders and the ministers
in charge of IT.
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Japan mendin
/By FJ. Khergamvala 9 D- 16 ‘

TOKYO, AUG. 25. The Japanese Foreign Minister,
Mr. Yohei Kono said soft yen loans assistance
to North Korea is one of the practical options
that his Government had offered to an official
delegation from Pyongyang to compensate for
the 35-year colonial occupation of the Korean
peninsula.

It is far too premature for either Tokyo or
Pyongyang to make estimates about the
amount of “reparations” but it now seems
that any final settlement will take on the com-
plexion of Japan’s settlement with China, rath-
er than the flat loans and grants payments
made to South Korea 35 years ago, when Japan
normalised relations. Japan had then agreed
on $300 million in grants and $200 million in
soft loans to the South.

The indication about this form of compen-
sation came towards the end of the 10th round
of normalisation talks held in two Japanese
cities between high-leve] officials of Japan and
North Korea. As expected there was no major
breakthrough, but an extensive exchange of
views on the demands by both sides that

should now/jbe Cérmwed in a back channel
dialogue befpre the next round. In fact, there
are two faifly reliable indicators that both
countries_afje moving towards a process of
normalisatidn, however long drawn out and
however fragile owing to the fact that it is link-
ed to factors other than demands being made
of each other bilaterally. They include the talks
between the two Koreas and also the North
Korea-U.S. relationship.

First, before concluding this round, Japan
and the North have already agreed to hold the
next round in October, in an undecided third
country. Next, perhaps equally important, is
that they issued a reasonably candid joint
statement. Employing the standard term
“frank discussions’ to admit differences, the
joint statement specifically acknowledged,
under an umbrella term the need for ""liquida-
tion of the past.” This phrase masks the Japa-
nese demand that North Korea make a clear
explanation about some 10 Japanese that To-
kyo says were abducted by agents of the North
in the 1970s and 1980s.

It also cloaks divergent positions on North

THE HINDU
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ties with N. Korea -

Korea's demand for a Japanese apology for the
colonial period and consequent compensa-
tion, further compensation for cultural assets
taken away by the Japanese military as well as
Pyongyvang's call for Japan to grant legal status
to North Koreans resident in Japan.

Eventually, much will hinge on the compen-
sation package. North Korean officials had
carlicr called on japan to make a "“bold offer,”
thus suggesting that a replay of a specific
grants cum loans package as done in the
South Korean case in 1965 may not be accept-
able to North Korean pride.

Other than narrow their difference through
discreet contacts before the October talks, the
Governments of both countries, especially Ja-
pan has much work to do in the realm of pub-
lic diplomacy to get its people to agree to a
compensation package. The right wing ele-
ments are not in any particular hurry to nor-
malise relations with the North. In fact, they
even expect the North-South Korean talks to
crumble at some stage.
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& Tokyo links aid to
Beijing with ‘behaviour’

By F.J. Khergamvala

TOKYO, AUG. 27. The Japanese Foreign Minister,
Mr. Yohei Kono, travels to Beijing on Monday
to convey bad tidings about aid on the eve of
an important visit to Tokyo by the Chinese
Premier, Mr Zhu Rongji.

Mr. Kono's main purpose is to tie up some
loose ends about the agenda for Mr. Zhu's visit
to Japan in October, but in a sign of increasing
assertiveness on foreign policy matters by Ja-
panese politicians, Mr. Kono has been asked
to tell Chinese leaders that the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party has not approved the Gov-
ernment’s proposal to give Beijing yen 17.2
billions ($161 millions) in loans. This is a puni-
tive step.

The amount was designated for a Beijing
railway project and an airport terminal expan-
sion project in Xian. The LDP will reconsider
the matter after Mr. Kono returns from China,
though there are some members of the young-
er guard, including Mr. Kono’s son, who prefer
deferring the issue until Mr. Zhu gets to Tokyo.

The stated and ostensible reason for this pu-
nitive measure is that Chinese civilian and wa-
vy vessels have ‘'made 17 intrusions into
Japan's exclusive economic zone this year.
China does not subscribe to the Japanese ex-
clusive economic zone as bo.& countries have
yet to formally demarcate maritime lines.

One particular mission by the Chinese navy
might have been the last straw. Taking ad-
vantage of Japan allowing free passage
through these international waters, a Chinese
icebreaker- cum-intelligence gathering vessel
actually circumnavigated the main Japanese
island of Honshu. Japan concludes that the
Chinese have been brazenly mapping the
seabed for submarine operations.

China’s response to the LDP’s move has
been to reiterate its position that economic
cooperation is “‘mutually beneficial” and
should not be linked to “unrelated factors or
distorted by unnecessary factors”, in the
words of the Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr.
Tang Jiaxuan, who was faced with a similar
controversy during his visit to Tokyo last May.

The loans being withheld from China are
part of a package pledged by Japan to some

East Asian nations during the financial crisis
that broke in 1997. There is, however, suffi-
cient cause to believe that the maritime in-
cursions are not the only reason for this show
of strength by Japan.

The Japanese establishment has been re-
viewing aid to China since at least a year.
Many young parliamentarians of the LDP and
academics questioned why Japan should con-
tinue to bestow largesse on one of the world’s
fastest growing economies whose military ex-
penditure continued to rise at well over 10 per
cent annually for the past 12 years and which
did not feel the need to be transparent either
about military spending or on how the Japa-
nese aid was being spent. That such aid was
being given during Japan's own recession at-
tracted more adherents to those already op-
posed to helping China.

Japan has given to China loans cumulatively
worth 2.2 trillions yen (until fiscal year 1998),
grants of 111.28 billion yen and provided tech-
nical cooperation valued at 108.95 billion yen.
Mr. Tang, during his visit, argued that China’s
official military budget was only $14.6 bilitons
and compared it to Japan's expenditure of
over $45 billions, but nobody believes that
China’s annual military spending is less than $
75 billions.

The Mori Government could also be trying
to use aid as a lever to prompt Beijing to award
the $16 billion Beijing to Shanghai bullet train
turnkey comtract to a ]apanesc consortium.
German and French companies are also vying
for the project that will include far more than
the initial contract. Supply and maintenance
of sophisticated rolling stock will give Japa-
nese transport equipment manufacturers and
companies a lucrative ingress in China.

Japan-China relations are full of ups and
downs. It is premature to conclude from this
current withholding of loans that [apan is
changing course. It continues to be greatly
sensitive to China’s persistent reminders
about the past and the real purpose of Japa-
nese aid, which Chinese officialdom sees as
compensation for atrocities and occupation
during the last War and the years leading up to
it.
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~Mori dissolves

“'Lower House

REUTERS

\

TOKYO, June 2. — In a bid to
revitalise Japan’s economy,
Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori
today dissolved the Lower
House to clear the way for 25
June election that many pun-
dits expect his ruling bloc to
win despite his slumping popu-
larity.

Mr Mori, who could lose his
job if the ruling bloc fares
badly, has made the task
tougher since he sparked a
furore by calling Japan a
“divine nation with the emper-
or at its core”, remarks that
revived memories of wartime
ideology.

Analysts say the three-way
ruling bloc is likely to hang
onto its majority in the Lower
House in the coming election
but a defeat cannot be ruled
out completely.

Liberal Democratic Party
leaders have said winning 269
seats out of the 480 would give
them an “absolute stable
majority” while 254 would be
enough to keep parliamentary
business running smoothly.

Voter turnout and the choices
of the hefty chunk of Japanese
voters who lack any party affil-
iation will play a key role in
the outcome, since a high
turnout can spell trouble for
the LDP’s grass-roots political
machine.

Mr Mori and his pro-business
LDP has promised to put eco-
nomic recovery first and tackle

Mr Yoshiro Mori

the huge public debt later,
stressing that Japan needs vet-
eran lawmakers at the helm to
make sure the economy pulls
out of its worst recession in 50
years.

“The economy is showing some
signs of recovery but is still far
from a complete recovery and
we need to take solid steps to
ensure stable growth,”"Mr Meri
told reporters.

In its platform issued today,
the party — while backing up
Mr Mori’s explanation of his
controversial comments —
lamented the decline of patrio-
tism and traditional values.

“Our country is one in which
many religions have flourished,
including a belief that Gods
reside in the mountains, rivers,
grass and trees and that there
is something which supersedes
human recognition, and we
have had a flourishing spiritu-

al culture respected world-
wide...,” the manifesto preface
said, adding, “But now the
hearts of the Japanese people
are weary and good Japanese
tradition and culture has
weakened.”

The main Opposition
Democratic Party hopes to lure
voters upset by Mr Mori’s emo-
tive remarks. But it faces a
tough battle to persuade scep-
tics that it has the right stuff
to run an economy which has
just started to recover.

Mr Mori’s comments have
more than halved public sup-
port ratings for his Cabinet
from the 40 per cent seen when
he first took over in early
April.

Only 12.5 per cent of voters
surveyed in a poll published on
Monday were happy with Mr
Mori. Just over half of those
surveyed, though, said they
still wanted to see an LDP-led
coalition in charge.

Democratic Party chief, Mr
Yukio Hatoyama told reporters
“the people need to choose
between taking the path
toward fiscal reform and listen-
ing to the LDP’s sweet words.”

Despite the difference in
W, macro-economic poli-
. probably not shift

ily no matter who
Q,‘\\fu

wins.

That’s because any govern-
ment must cope with the con-
flicting demands of keeping the
recovery on track and cutting
the mammoth public debt.
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Glowing tributes paid

to former PM Ob

AT

INDIA TODAY joined foreign dignitaries
from 180 countries in paying tributes to for-
mer Japanese Premier Keizo Obuchi here.

Defence Minister George Fernandes and
US President Bill Clinton were among sev-
eral heads of state who attended Obuchi's
state funeral along with 6,000 mourners.

Immediately upon his arrival here yester-
day, Fernandes met Foreign Minister Yohei
Kono. He met his Japanese counterpart
Tsutomu Kawara today and the two dis-
cussed security issues affecting their coun-
tries.

Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori is scheduled
to meet Fernandes later today.

Meanwhile, US President Clinton today
paid glowing tributes to Obuchi, who died
last month following a stroke, as a man who
"touched hearts around the world". "Prime
Minister Obuchi touched hearts around the
world in simple human ways," Clinton said,
adding "he represented to the whole world
the J apanese virtues of honour and loyalty,

Tokyo, June 8

chi

vision and determindtj n,l?ove for and com-
mitment to ordinary people. Our world is a
better place thanks td the life that he lived
and the work he did."

During his eight-Hour visit to Japan,
Clinton also met Japanese Premier and
South Korean President Kim Dae Jung.

Mr Clinton's fleeting visit, which he told
Japan Premier Yoshiro Mori was intended
to show his respect for Mr Obuchi as well as
the importance of the US-Japan alliance,
was well-timed to give Mori's slumping
image a boost.

But the US President poured a dash of
cold water on the Prime Minister's diplomat-
ic parade, reminding him that two testy dis-
putes over telecommunications and Tokyo's
financial support for US military bases in
Japan still need to be solved.

The half-hour chat with Mr Clinton was
the centre-piece of a spate of chats between
Mr Mori, whose popularity is in tatters
ahead of a June 25 election, and world lead-
ers attending a memorial sme for the late
Prime Minister Keizo Obu (Agencies)
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By Harvey Stockwin

e Times of India News Service
ONG KONG: Japanese Prime
inister Yoshiro Mori, not content
with stirring up a hornet’s nest of a
political controversy, has now
stirred up another by once again re-
minding the Japanese of a concept
straight out of their imperialist
past.

While his colleagues in the ruling
Liberal Democratic Party try to de-
fend Mr Mori’s “slips of the
tongue”, they seem to be having a
tough time doing so as the nation
enters a general election campaign
with a Prime Minister whose mind-
set appears to belong to the begin-
ning of the 20th century rather than
the end of it.

Mr Mori first made a blunder by
saying,“I want the Japanese people
to fully understand that theirsis a
divine nation, with the emperor at
its centre.” Having taken a plunge
back towards the imperial ideology
which drove Japan to try and con-
quer Asia in the 1930s and 1940s,
last Saturday night Mr Mori took
another, While lecturing at Nara,
Mr Mori focussed his attack on the
Japan Communist Party (JCP), say-
ing, “It will not change its princi-
ples. It does not recognise the impe-
rial system. The JCP calls for dis-
solving the Self-Defence Forces
(Japan’s military) and does not ap-
prove of the U.S.-Japanese security
arrangement.”

Had he stopped right there all
might have been well. The JCP is
effectively the only left-wing party
still flourishing. The JCP has re-
cently been making limited elec-
toral gains. But having said that, Mr
Mori asked his audience, “How can
we possibly secure Japan’s ‘koku-
tai’ and ensure public safety with a
party such as the JCP?”

‘Kokutai’ is a word not common-
ly used these days, partly because it
is redolent with memories of the
past. Conventionally, it can be
translated as “national polity”, or
even as “nationalist essence”.

But it goes deeper than that. As a
news agency defined it: before and
during World War I, ‘kokutai’ was
a term commonly used to refer to
what was seen as the Japanese poli-

Sg'lV
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ty, the most 1mportant elements of
which were rule by an unbroken
imperial line, and the concept of the
state as a family in which the rela-
tionship between the empercs and
his subjects was likened to one be-
tween a father and his children.”

Mr Mori hardly improved mat-
ters by saying on Sunday that the
‘kokutai’ reference was a slip of the
tongue, and then denying that it
was such a slip on Monday. He said
he was referring to today’s national
polity, not that of the past. But as
numerous fierce editorials in the
Japanese press reminded the Prime
Minister, that assertion will not be
washed away easily.

As Japan prepares for a general
election for its 480-member House
of Representatives, the opinion poll
ratings for Prime Minister Mori have
already been plummeting down-
wards for one very basic reason: Mr
Mori had given the Japanese a clear
reminder that he himself had not yet
fully awakened from the nightmare
which Japan created for itself in the
first half of the 20th century. Now he
has given them another.

“Prime Minister Mori seems to
be unable to shut his mouth,” wrote
the Asahi Shimbun ,adding that the
Prime Minister’s beliefs rather than
an undisciplined tongue may be at
the heart of the problem. Mainichi
Shimbun reported that concern was
spreading in the LDP about the im-
pact of Mr Mori’s remarks on the
election, while the largest daily,
Yomiuri Shimbun said some LDP
leaders wanted to gag the Prime
Minister or at least make sure he is
more careful in whai be says.

Meanwhile, it will be of concern
to the Japanese foreign ministry
that Mr Mori’s initial slip of the
tongue has already prompted an
editorial in the Washington Post
urging American policy-makers to
sit up and pay attention. “The re-
marks (by Mori) show the power of
nationalist feeling in Japan. Despite
the Prime Minister’s strenuous ef-
forts at damage control, they show
that his nationalism inludes nostal-
gia for the mystical chauvinism that
drove Japan’s expansionist drive
into Asia and uitimately its war with
the United States,” wrote the paper.
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ING PARTY BADLY MAULED
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The Japanese Prime Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori, scratches his

head as the Lower House general elections ballot counting
continues through the midnight at the party headquarters
in Tokyo early on Monday. — AP

Foreign Minister and other peo-
ple in direct charge of the sum-
mit,” he said. The Ministers of
Trade and of Agricuiture lost their
seats in the election and were al-
most certain to be replaced.

A clear sign of some progress
came in the number of women
getting elected — 35 seats, the
most since 1946. Women have
had a hard time getting their voice

heard in this male-dominated so
ciety. Before the election, wome
had 23 seats in the powerful low¢
House. The election also mac
another point that any Oppos
tion party sharing power wit
LDP has to pay a price which ca
be unaffordable. It is for the fir:
time that Komeito suffered elec
tion losses as heavily as it did o
Sunday. — PTI, Reuters

g
Mori coa

TOKYO, JUNE 26. The Japanese
Prime Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mo-
1i’s long-ruling Liberal Democrat-
ic Party (LDP) was badly mauled
in Sunday’s parliamentary elec-
tion, losing as many as 38 lower
House seats but remained in
power with an unpopular coali-
tion.

The ruling coalition — all its
constituents — also lost heavily,
dropping 72 seats from the pre-
poll total of 336 in the old House
of 500. The new lower House
elected on Sunday has 480 seats.

The big gainer in this election is
the Democratic Party of Japan,
improving its strength from 95 to
127, a net gain of 32 seats.

The Social Democratic Party,
once the main Opposition group,
won 16, gaining an extra two,
while the Liberal Party also
gained two by winning 18.

The LDP-Komeito-New Con-
servative Party coalition, with a
total of 264 in a House of 480, has
a majority that gives itself the
command of all parliamentary
committees.

It can, therefore, enact any law
requiring simple majority but
cannot amend the Constitution
which needs two-thirds majority.

LDP leaders today decided ro
retain Mr. Mori as Prime Minister.
Later, the coalition parties did the
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lition man:

same. None wanted to change Ja-
pan’s Prime Minister just four
weeks before a G-8 Summit he is
going to chair.

Mr. Morj then decided to con-
vene the new House on July 4 to
conduct the process of electing
the new Premier as is required
under law.

Mr. Mori is among the most un-
popular of Japan’s post- War
leaders, coming under fire for a
string of gaffes in his three
months in office, including call-
ing Japan a “divine nation,” evok-
ing painful memories of the
wartime Emperor- worship.

He said today the absolute ma-
jority won by his coalition indi-
cated the public’'s vote for
confidence for his Government.
The results of the poll mean *‘that
we won much support,” Mr. Mori
said.

He also said he wanted to retain
the Finance Minister, Mr. Kiichi
Miyazawa, and the Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Yohei Kono, in his new
Government line-up. All Minis-
ters dealing with the G-8 summit,
beginning july 21, would be kept
in the fresh Cabinet, he said.
“Bearing in mind the summit
schedule, of course, I think it will
be desirable to make a line-up
with consideration given to conti-
nuity over the Finance Minister,



/ On first trip,
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By EJ. Khergamvala) 6’()

TOKYO, MAY 2. The new Japanese
Prime Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori
is on a whistle-stop tour of a few
European and Group of Eight na-
tions, whose leaders will be his
guest at the summit in Okinawa in
late july. He has scored limited
success in Russia, the only desti-
nation where there was some se-
rious bilateral business.

Yoshiro Mori” journey is for what
the Japanese call “nemawashi” or
yroot-building. It is a necessary
element of any serious business
to come and is used to break the
ice and get to know the interloc-
utor. With Russia, the first stop on
the journey, other than meeting
Moscow's newly elected head,
Mr. Mori had to restore on track a
solution to a long-standing dis-
pute that has hindered full nor-
malisation.

This is Golden Week in Japan
with a cluster of holidays clubbed
together to provide more than a
week of time off. Traditionally,
some important members of the
Japanese Cabinet take this time to
do foreign policy business. Mr
Moti's own trip ends with the es-
sential pilgrimage to Washington
DC on Friday, before he returns
home to the cares of domestic
politics, which will be marginally
impacted by how he performs
abroad.

Mr. Mori is soon expected to
call a general election, possibly to
coincide with the birthday of his
ailing predecessor, Mr. Keizo
Obuchi, on June 25. His success in
St. Petersburg in getting the Rus-
sian President-elect, Mr. Vladimir
Putin to agree to visit Japan in Au-
gust is a breakthrough. Mr. Putin
pointedly noted that Russia was

the first stop on ew Japanese
Prime Minister’s itinerary and

The Japanese leader's “I am .

Mori gets some

. |

The Japanese Prime Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori, waves to
officlals as he leaves Tokyo for a nine- day trip to the
Group of Elght countries last week. — AP

this possibly had its symbolic re-
ward.

Mr. Mori’s primary purpose of
giving his halt in Russia such pri-
ority was to cultivate and make an
investment in the young Russian
leader. Japan hopes that at some
stage this will lead to a bold deci-
sion by Mr. Putin on the territorial
dispute regarding the southern
Kuriles, or, as the Japanese call
them, the Northem Territories, a
group of four islands to the North
of Hokkaido. Japan had invested a
great deal in Mr. Boris Yeltsin per-
sonally but found that neither his
health nor authority lived up to

Tokyo’s expectations.

Russia and Japan have diplo-
matic ties since 1956 but do not
yet have a peace treaty ending
their theoretical state of hostility.
Through a series of working sum-
mits outside the respective cap-
itals, the two sides had fleshed out
a lose agreement to sign a peace
treaty by the end of the current
calendar year. The former Japa-
nese Prime Minister, Mr. Ryutaro
Hashimote'’s visit to Mr. Yeltsin in
mmm in 1997 acknowi-

’ d to resolve the dis-

SUCCesS

A few months later, in April
1998, Mr. Yeltsin came to the fish-
ing resort of Kawana in Japan. Mr.
Hashimoto made a proposal
whose substance has not been ac-
knowledged officially. but is
known to have been based on a
“‘decide now, do later” principle.
Mr. Hashimoto apparently prom-
ised huge Japanese investments if
Russia could first concede that
the ownership of the disputed is-
lands will be with Japan but a
time-table for actual transfer of
authority would be decided later.
Mr. Obuchi too pursued that pro-
posal. Japan does not join the
Western chorus against Moscow
on Chechnya, which Tokyo con-
siders is an internal matter for
Russia.

Mr. Mori still wishes to contin-
ue down that road but he must
convince the Russian leader that
the peace treaty must include
some concessions on the de jure
ownership of the Northern Terri-
tories, which consists of four is-
land groups. Russia agrees to the
peace treaty being signed by the
end of this year, but does not see
the need to include the resolution
of the territorial dispute as a pre-
condition.

Initially, Mr. Putin turned down
Mr. Mori’s invitation to visit Ja-
pan officially in July after the Oki-
nawa summit. Russia suggested a
November visit, but Japan wanted
to have the peace treaty done by
December this year. Mr. Putin
compromised by agreeing to
make the trip in late August. This
would be the first time in seven
years for a Russian President to
visit Japan officially, since Mr.
Yeltsin came in 1993. This
bolism is a step towards
ing Japanese interest
go down better

d might
voters than




 Japan divided ov

By F. . Khergamvala {0 ‘l,e

TOKYO, MAY 7. Every year on May 3, Constitu-
tion Day, Japan examines if public opinion has
moved towards amending parts of the U.S.-
drafted Constitution. At the end of the centu-
1y, it seems, like much else in this society, the
preference is for quiet pragmatism, so long as
the statute book does not show it.

Most debate about Japan's Constitution
swirls round Article 9. Article 9 is why the Japa-
nese like to call this a “peace” or a war-re-
nouncing Constitution. The debate about this
Article typifies the absence of both, a national
consensus to change it and, therefore, support
for acquiescence for measures that flout Arti-
cle 9. Some scholars and analysts prefer
amending many other parts of the Constitu-
tion too. Compared to previous attempts at
collective introspection, this year saw far more
attention paid to the issue of revision. A Con-

stitutional e%earch Panel of the Lower House
was packpd and met for hours, before a
packed pyblic gallery too. Two of the original
draftees, Ms Beate Sirota Gordon and Mr. Ri-
chard Poole, spoke to the panel. Their views
too reflected a house divided on the issue of
changing the 47-year-old document, or stick-
ing with it. For the most part, the sticky issue is
Article 9.

The Article says that the Japanese people
“forever renounce war as a sovereign right of
the nation and the threat or the use of force as
a means of settling international disputes.” It
adds: “Land, sea, and air forces, as well as
other war potential, will never be main-
tained.”

Japan annually spends over yen four trillion
(about $ 45 billions) on a military budget for
the so-called “self- defence forces.” And, it
hosts 32,000 U.S. forces. Next to the U.S,, this
is known to be the largest defence budget for
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any country. Nobody denies that Japan has
“land, sea and air forces, or other war poten-
tial.”

The nation’s two largest mainstream papers
reflect, as on other issues, the two poles, if one
disregards the opinion held by the maverick
and extreme right-wing Governor of Tokyo,
Mr. Shintaro Ishihara. Mr. Ishihara does not
have too many apparent takers of his view that
Japan should do away with the Constitution
lock, stock and barrel, because it was agreed to
during U.S. occupation. Germany got rid of an
Allied-drafted Constitution as soon as the Al-
lied Forces left, but at least Germany was
agreed on that.

The conservative Yomiuri Shimbun, in 1994,
when it published a proposal for wide-ranging
changes to the Constitution, was comfortable
with the war-renouncing first part of Article 9,
but suggested that the armed forces part be
changed.
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TOKYO, MAY 14. The ailing former Japanese
Prime Minister, Mr. Keizo Obuchi, died
this afternoon at a hospital in Tokyo, of a
stroke suffered on April 1, when he effectivaly
ceased to be Prime Minister.

After a respectable pause, the ruling Liber
Democratic Party (LDP) is now expected to
announce a general election for June 25,
which is Mr. Obuchi’s birthday.

The condition of Mr. Obuchi, 62, who has
been in a coma for six weeks, deteriorated late
on Saturday night. Mr. Obuchi’s elder brother
and some high-level party officials came in
from out of Tokyo to visit Mr Obuchi.

Mr. Yoshiro Mori, who took over as Prime
Minister, was in Okinawa to inspect the up-
coming G-8 Summit facilities when news
broke about Mr. Obuchi’s death.

Almost every analyst has linked the timing
of the general election, and the ruling LDP’s
prospects to the sympathy vote, so much so
that the expected date, June 25 was chosen
primarily to extract such sympathy.

Mr. Minoru Morita, a well- known com-
mentator, predicted within a fortnight of Mr.
Obuchi’s hospitalisation that the LDP is likely
to select that specific date for the election.

The ruling LDP is the dominant party in a
three-party coalition that also consists of the
New Conservative Party, a splinter group
from the Liberals, and the Sokka Gakkai
backed New Komeito. The LDP’s alliance with
the New Komeito has been heavily criticised,
especially among traditional LDP supporters
as a marriage of convenience.

Whether Mr. Obuchi’s passing will attract
back those whom he alienated by this action
remains to be seen. Mr. Mori, who will lead
the party into the election, was the main ar-
chitect of the ruling party’s arrangement with
the New Komeito.

Mr. Obuchi took over the reins of the party

Mr. Keizo Obuchi waving to well-
wishers after attending the annual air
review of Japan’s Air Self-Defence
Forces at the Hyakuri Air Base, near
Tokyo, in this Oct. 31, 1999 picture.

and became the country’s 54th Prime Minis-
ter, at the end of July 1998, after the humili-
ating loss of the LDP in the elections to a part
of the upper House forced the resignation of
Mr. Ryutaro Hashimoto.

With almost nothing in his favour except
the strength of numbers enjoyed by his fac-
tion within the party, Mr. Obuchi had no-
where to go but up. First, he set about
consolidating his position within the party.

Next, he succeeded in almost decimating the
Opposition parties.

The Obuchi style, characterised by a self-
deprecating sense of humour, candour, as
well as political resolve soon altered his pub-
lic image. Over a period of time he quite liter-
ally may have worked himself to his death.

Mr. Obuchi died just a little over two
months away from his foreign policy signa-
ture event, the G-8 Summit in Okinawa. 1t was
Mr. Obuchi who selected Okinawa as the ven-
ue, for a variety of reasons.

Overall, the public had come to trust and
believe in their leader because of his actions,
and not merely because of the traditional def-
erence to authority.

Therefore, on the domestic front too, the
upcoming elections would have been a fine
reward at the apex of a political life that began
when he was elected to the lower House at the
age of 26, after campaigning as a college stu-
dent on a bicycle. He belonged to Gumma
province, as did former Prime Ministers, Mr.
Takeo Fukuda and Mr. Yasuhiro Nakasone.

A side effect of Mr. Obuchi’s death may be
some more serious questioning of the cir-
cumstances that led to his hospitalisation and
passing the baton temporarily to his chief
ajde, Mr. Mikio Aoki. Many in Japan cast

doubts on the facts presented as leading to |

Mr. Meri’s assumption of power. The Asahi
Shimbun has cast further doubts, through a
front-paged story in its Saturday evening edi-
tions that said it was impossible that Mr. Obu-
chi could have actually asked Mr. Aoki to take
over the office temporarily.

The paper said Mr. Aoki’s explanation of
how Mr. Obuchi asked him to mind the store
may be inaccurate, because well before the
time Mr. Aoki claimed to have heard such
implicit instructions, the Prime Minister
found it difficult to hold meaningful comy;/
sations and that it would have been '‘a rifira~
cle” for Mr. Obuchi to convey such advice.

NATE Sl BB

!H [ o

b MAY 1




(dv) Hdeadoroyd 31y 6661 ‘1€ 199
-015() SHJ} U] 0A30], JEIU ISWY MY LINYEAH IE MIAAL AT8
[enuue ay} Juipudlie I3jJe SIYSIM-[[PM 0] SdAeM PNqO
0zI3y] JIdjswUTpy duiLig dssuedef JounIog TIIMIANVA

{d AV s401may ) "piey
satp [ooyos pro ayg-fendsoy wr Aej Wongo d[ym unssw
P10y 101098 € gSotuosd Aued siy jo [njpuey e Aq payord
Aipauodal sefh oym ‘LIOW I 0) 03 mou [{Im Inouoy jey],

: EMBUIYO JO PURISI WISYINOS 3Y) U JIuwins
WSk 10 dnoin B e K|n[ 9)e] Ul SI9pes] piHom 1soy o] uirer
B I9)SIUIJA QUL Jouwo) au1 “Jamod ui sAep [euyy siy uf

"SUOII0I[3 JJRUIS UT YOBQOS 213495 S, Ared SATIRAIOSUOD
1o Suimoijoy olountysey orejuky paoeydar oy ‘drysiopes|
o) UOM oY, 9X0Joq JAJSTUN uB1e10] SB I9AJIYOR 19IND v

-K1reg dnRIdOWS(] [B12qrT S W 1yewduny pandar auyy
“BYYSONEL, TIOQON JIISIUIA SUIL] JouLo] [npramod o 2831
-o1d v sem. 9y asne9aq 8661 ‘A[nf ut gof doi ayl Yooy 1oNqO

R . "UOND2[2 [BId
-_.EwEmno&ﬁuﬁmaﬁ.ﬂ&bnﬁw@:m:anmEa:uxEEwé

u wﬂm%zg“wto@@::moﬁ pUeR UaIPJIYd 331y} pey
PIUS SANSIOATUN B SBAY S USYm ONZIYD) 9jim SIY
Aoy " 13qoy [wsued-Aowone g udy) Pw
YA B dEpakers oy ‘umsuiysep uy
o 4 s Kep BESPMS S1Y Ul SOLIUN0D /¢ PO
[~ HSTA TYanQe) “1oy (@A plag Uy ireno3uoly Apms o) porjdde
PRy, AY ojdlis “Sogengue; uBalo] Jo fooyos pajou e ol

108 0y 8aniey soyeR|uc sonijod 01 pawim oy et pexol oY
"TISEIE] OF JOHRalR Blm 0):0sIad JSa8UNOA ayy durecaq
oy 97 ¥ 20UOSENEN, MiigriSE & PUE EPRAN.] OB, SIAISIUI

Wl Iomioy, seyonssSeAL 5} 3|qepiuLio} surese doy

i o e sty Bnog M ‘i S1p uatiiom SY) pue spum

ay,, sepmdoeld € se uedpp MO ‘QI09]a1d ewIuno)
SHOUTEIINOW - U1 ‘LE6]. ‘STAUME 40 WOg. Sem 1PN

SR skem papury-Kaeoy

s, dnoig Surnue ) yum Addeyiin & -gquopuodsal dy3 4o
1u00 10d g9 pamoys axolls sty axojaq isuf frod uotudo uy’

*KInjuao © Jjey Ul uolssaoal

1s10m-S3L Wo1y Surdlows Jo sudis UMOYs sBY AWOUodd 3y}
ygnouife ‘syjuour 103 Surfrey usaq pey Aueindod s, 1jongO

: “Tomod 0 sural 3y ssed 0] S[eap wool

-YoBQ N0 PAIOM SeMTRIS JOT Se Aep v 1soyfe 10f orjqnd

oL S) e AWIOUO0J JUBU3RIS S U
199J SIT HO Yorq AW Héﬂ?mg |

. Aepung.uo pres $10100(] "901JO UL SYIUOW 7 Noqe Jaje ¢ -

def Hom@gﬁmo ‘INd Hozbom |

VINOD NI SHIIM YLV §

Ay} WOl SSIAUIL S, 1yongQ Jo smau 1day wawuisAod Yy,
© pwod © uwl (eudsoy
ur sem yonqgO ‘emezQ IW Suiieduwl O SInoy UYL molq
Suiysnio B jjeop BMEZQ [BUNOIdW 3Yl JO UOUIIIP ],
: uomeod aY) 310q
0} papIosp emez() oyo] joryo Aued [ereqry t1 [Udy uo
‘9pie 9500 & Juiajoaul Suipern I1apisut Jo
suoneda[[e pue sfepueds aorjod JO SIUAS B JUSWUIdACS Ay
ut K1red payoeq-1siyppeg E apnjoul 0] UOISIODP [BISISAOIIUOD
© Yiim-1e9K SB[ 918] PUd UR 0} SWED UoowA3uoy ay) ing
’ ‘Sepy pue woyiue:
[eroneu 2Y) [eroyjo Sumetu SuIpnjoul ‘SIANRAIISUOD 0) 18P
S2UNSBOW {BI9AS Y3nosyi 1ngd oy ‘AWou0sa ayy wioly opisy
ury
-dwng Anunoo sjqerue jo afeun sy puryaq pry ay Alijiqe ue
“Kred oneroowa(] [eraqry Sulmd sy ul suonoey Ayl guotue
snsuasuoo 910} 031 AN[IqE SIY Sem Ud[e] Urew s, [yongo
"3]A1S AISBIQE-UOU SIY pUE 19ped] pajo
-ey10adsaq ‘ofqejJe J1oy) PayI] SII0A "SOTILO SIY PIPUNOJU0d
ay -— Joyeuraoed e paimbar pue swapqosd 1eay pey yongo
— qgol ayy op 01 A11jIge SIY 12A0 SyIRW uonsanb andseq
.PeaY S Ul B3PI P[Og B INOYNM,, pUB  eul
-sueyo ut Suryoe[ Aprann ‘ezzid ploo,, Jo Iey) Y1 {[e pey oym
yoey Aured e se $194105q0 [eonijod £q passiwsip Aj[eniul sem
‘sem uayods-1JOs pue ULIBLD plemyme JO uell € ‘IyongQ
"IISTUIN QWU S8 1gongQ paoe[dal oym ‘LIOJA OJIYSOX
I pies . s1adsord 1oiy3uiq 1y3noiq yiom piey s 14onqo’
pUR UOIPUOD SNOLIAS AISA B Ul USq Sey AWOouodd 9y,
‘SIBaA ()G I9AC UT UOISSIODI 1SI0M ST 1911 109 S)I 1O yoeq AU
-ou099 jueuse)s s, ueder Sumag 105 umouy 150q oq [[MBH
‘aj0ns Y] woly suonedjduiod Jo paip oy e

judy uo axjolis Surnput-ewod e £q pafa) sem ‘79 ‘Y
-onpayos spiom Juijperud e £q wed ur Pss
-3 oyons © JO AppunS uO PaIp ‘JOPRIJ 2ATYYR A|BUISLG
-1ns B aq 01 paroxd oy ueonijod surgoew Aued e ‘MphqEs
0719 IISIUIA dwLly asauedey JouLlo] :pT LeJA] ‘OXHo ],

1d IHN3

THE ASIAN AGE

PS5 MAr 2y



/{ an looks
(E)r trath

(\f\ behind ‘“~><

'Obuchi death

b
]

Tokyo, May 16 (AP): Mourners
at former Prime Minister Keizo
©Obuchi’s private funeral today
‘were left with memories about his
relentless effort to rescue the
Japanese economy -— and an even
bigger question about the truth
behind his death.

Ever since Obuchi collapsed
from a stroke on April 2, the
Japanese public had been in the
dark about his health, except for a

‘few remarks by government
spokesman Mikio Aoki.

r  Obuchi’s doctors at Juntendo

‘Hospital in Tokyo did not hold a
news conference until after he
died Sunday. He was 62.

Many Japanese have ex-
pressed deep suspicions about
how their government had kept
Obuchi’s sickness shrouded in se-
crecy.

Hiroshi Kume, a popular TV
commentator, said earlier this
week that he found it difficult to

sbelieve anything the government
:fsaid about Obuchi’s death.
¢« Many echoed this sentiment.
-“He could have been dead all this
time and they wouldn’t tell us,”
cab driver Hisako Ogiwara said. .
Unlike théir counterparts in other |
industrialised nations, Japanese
politicians are not obligated to dis-
close details of their health. Even
.bedridden politicians have held
‘office for months.

Public doubts intensified this
week when Obuchi’s doctors con-
tested Aoki’s account of how the
ailing Obuchi had entrusted him
with his duties, asking about a
volcano in northern Japan that re-
quired evacuation.

Saying he was acting on
Obuchi’s orders, Aoki took over
the post temporarily until Yoshiro
Mori was elected to the post by
Parliament. The doctors said they
were surprised by Aoki’s com-
ments because Obuchi at that
time was not capable of making
long statements.

Aoki defended himself, saying
he merely paraphrased what
Obuchi said. “You just have to be-
lieve me,” he said.

But Opposition legislator
Banri Kaieda, among the digni-
taries at the funeral, said his De-
mocratic Party will continue to
pursue the apparent discrepan-
cies in Aoki’s statements.

“The Prime Minister’s office
must disclose the facts to the pub-
lic. No wonder people are compar-
ing Japan to the Kremlin,” Kaieda
said. Junichiro 8aito, 72, an
Obuchi supporter, said the forme
Prime Minister could have probj
bly used better medical attenuog
Japanese Prime Ministers do n
have their own team of doctors.
i1t UrAtK; d
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Japanese Prime Minister sparks
WA constitutional uproar 4§

By Harvey Stockwin
The Times of India News Service

TOKYO:  Japanese  Prime
Minister Yoshiro Mori has stirred
up a hornet’s nest at home and
abroad by reviving memories of
Japanese Imperial concepts which
were supposed to have been elim-
inated by the post-Second World
War democratic constitution.

With several Japanese newspa-
pers casting editorial doubt on
Mori’s fitness to be prime minis-
ter, and with opposition parties
vowing to sustain the controversy
by callihg for Mori’s resignation,
the fuyore already appears likely
to upset the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party’s game plan in
the run up to the general election,
expected to be called early in
June.

Essentially, Mori’s comments
have revived memories of the era
when, under Japan’s Meiji consti-
tution, a state-sponsored version
of Japan’s Shinto religion elevated
the Emperor to divine status,
thereby providing the ideology
for Japanese militarism and its
efforts to conquer Asia.

On Monday, Mori spoke to the
Shinto Seiji Renmei, a political
group (of which Mori is a founder
member) composed of members
of the Diet, which is linked to the
broader Association of Shinto
Shrines. His remarks have been
variously translated. According to
one version Mori said, “The state
of Japan is a country of God cen-
tred on the Emperor, and we have
been working to make that
known firmly to people”.

Another less literal translation

has Mori saying “I want the
Japanese people to fully under-
stand that theirs is a divine nation,
with the emperor at its centre”.

The wider context of Mori’s
remarks has not been reported
but his comments come just after
he has spoken several times in
favour of the prewar imperial
rescript on education, which pro-
vided the basis for Japan’s imperi-
al ideology to be taught in all
schools.

In the wake of Japan’s 1945
defeat, the then Emperor
Hirohito renounced his divinity,
and in the 1947 constitution, the
people were made sovereign,
while religion and politics were
formally separated, with the aim
of completely ending state spon-
sorship of Shintoism.

Not the least of the problems
Mori has created for himself is a
weakening of the the ruling coali-
tion between the LDP and the
New Komeito party. Komeito is
backed by the Sokka Gokkai
Buddhist religion — whose mem-
bers were persecuted when state
Shintoism held official sway.

Several LDP ministers in
Mori’s own cabinet distanced
themselves from Mori’s comment.
“God is not in my portfolio”
finance minister and former
prime minister Kiichi Miyazawa
pointedly commented.

The main concern was that
Mori was in effect being unconsti-
tutional. As the leading daily
Asahi Shimbun editorially com-
mented, “The fact that the prime
minister, elected by the Diet on
the principle that sovereignty

resides with the people, has made
a statement that negales that fun-
damental principle is & very seri-
ous matter”.

“Before World War Two the
Emperor was associated with the
deities,” the editorial continued
“and was regarded as the divine
leader of the people. That precept
paved the way for the military to
have its way, making victims of
many Japanese. It also rained dis-
aster upon many other people in
Asian nations.”

Tuesday, in the upper House of
Councillors, Mori apologised for
the impact of his remarks but
refused to retract them. Further
rows in the House of
Representatives are to be expect-
ed as opposition parties threaten a
vote of no-confidence.

Mori hardly put the controversy
to rest by telling reporters that he
was merely reflecting upon
“Japan’s eternal traditional cul-
ture”. The controversy comes as
the LDP was widely expected to
dissolve  the House of
Representatives at the beginning
of June, and call the general elec-
tion on June 25, which also hap-
pens to be the birthday of the late
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi,
who died last Sunday as a result of
a stroke.

For some, this election date was
already too blatant a move by the
LDP, as it obviously sought to
take electoral advantage of an
expected sympathy vote for
Obuchi. Mori’s comments, and the
controversy it has already
aroused, now threaten to further
negate this calculation.
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AGENCE FRANCE PRESS
- TOKYO, MAY 23

I

JAPANESE Prime Minister
Yoshiro Mori’s government
crashed in the popularity polls on
Tuesday as it faced a motion of no-
confidence ahead of general elec-
tions.

Mori’s government, barely
seven wegeks old, slumped in two
popularity polls, each blaming a
gaffe by the new leader who de-
seribed Japan as a divine nation
withthe émperor at the centre.

Four key Opposition parties

agreed to move a no-confidence

motion in the government, gearmg‘

g for elections which Mori is

ly expected to call for June 25. -
The main Opposition Democratic

Party of Japan, along with the
Commgnist Party of Japan, the
Liberal Party and the Social De-

" mocratic Party, were infuriated by -

Mori’scomment. T
“The main reason fort € mo-
fion is his *divine nafion’ rerhark,”
said a Democratic Party of Japan
official, who declined tobe narped.
Ata party celebrating the 36th an-

niversary of the founding ofalaw- -

‘makers’ group supporting Shinto-
ismon April 15, the Prime minister
declared: “Japan is God’s country,
centred on the emperor.”

Shinto be¢ame the national re-
ligion in the 19th century and ele-
vated the emperor to the status of a

living god in whose name Japan

took the road of aggressmn m
Asia.

The 62-year-old Prime Mmls-
ter later apologized for causing

“misunderstanding”, but the Op- .

position bloc insists he step down.
The government’s public approval
rating dived to a mere 20 percent
in May from 40 percent in'April in
one weekend telephone survey of

£

news conference.

B THE grieving 26-year-old daughter of formerJapanese prime minister .
Keizo Obuchi announced on Tuesday she will rur for his seat in parliament.
“When his body returned to our house and | saw his face once again | de-
cided to succeed him and become a politician,” said Yuki Obuchi, the
youngest of his two daughters. “My goal is to be like my father, she toldia

few Ja 7pagese PM faces no-trust vote

—AFP

1,021 peaple published by the daily

Mainichi -Shimbun. The disap-
proval rate jumped from 24 per-
cent to a staggering 54 percent,
said the newspaper, adding that
the figure “gives us anlmpres-
sion of the end of the’administra-
tion”.

Of all rcspondcnts 71 percent

disapproved of the ruling coalition,

. formed by Mori’s dominant Lib-
ceral Democratic Party with the

Buddhist-backed Komeito party
and Conservative Party. Another
weekend survey by the Yoriuri

Shzmbun, showed “the approval |
rate for the Mori govemment
plunging to 27.9 percent in May
from 41.9 percent in April.
“Declining public support for
the Mori cabinet is likely to influ-
ence the results of the House of

'Representatives election scheduled
for June 25,” said the survey. “We
" takethe results seriously,” said Lib-

eral Democratic Party secretary
general Hiromu Norraka. “We want
to strengthen our three-waycoali-
tion to gain people’s trust,” he
added.
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- Fujimori claims victory in poll

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAY 29. Peru and its President,
Mr. Alberto Fujimori, appear to be heading far
deep trouble. Unfazed by the pullout of the
Opposition candidate, Mr. Alejandro Toledo,
in the run-off election, Mr. Fujimori went
through with the event, claiming in the end
that he has won the election in spite of the fact
that nearly one third of the eligible votes were
not cast or had been discounted.

According to one estimate, Mr. Fujimori has
claimed victory getting 50.8 per cent of the
vote; and with his name still on the ballot de-
spite his withdrawal, Mr. Toledo received
some 17 per cent of the vote. The run-off be-
came necessary as in the first round in April
Mr. Fujimori got 49.9 per cent of the vote, an
event even then dismissed as a major fraud by
the Opposition.

“Here you have a soccer game in which one
of the teams is the owner of the field, writes
the rules of the game, chooses the referee, de-
cides when the game starts and ends and de-
cides which news media will broadcast it. You
know ahead of time who is going to win”, said
Mr. Toledo who pulled out some 10 days ago
alleging massive irregularities in the process.

The run-off election came under pressure
from international observers and nations and
not just in the Latin American neighbourhood.
Prior to the scheduled vote there were crit-
icism from such countries as the United

States, Britain, Canada and France. The Presi-
dent, Mr. Bill Cliton, pointedly called for

postponement of the final vote and warning
that Lima’s relations with Washington “inevi-
tably will be affected” if there is fraud.

“Free, fair and open elections are the foun-
dation of a democratic society. Without them
our relationship with Peru inevitably will be
affected”, Mr. Clinton said prior to the Sunday
vote. The Organisation of American States is
expected to come down heavily on Lima at
their meeting in Canada this week with some
suggesting that sanctions could be imposed
on it. It remains to be scen as to the kind of
measures that the Clinton administration will
be inclined to take, the one complicating fac-
tor being the positiv  cooperation betw

w g
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A0
the two nations on the naQotics front.

Fighting for his third term which itself has
been constitutionally manoeuvred, Mr. Fuji-
mori and the election officials were deter-
mined to go through with Sunday’s voting in
spite of the international pressure. Brushing
aside the overseas criticism and the pullout of
international observers, the defiant Mr. Fuji-
mori argued, “the absence of observer mis-
sions doesn’t take away from the validity’" of
the election.

Reports from Peru speak of large crowds as-
sembling in the main centres protesting the
outcome and throwing their weight behind
Mr. Toledo. The Peruvian military is said to
keeping a close watch on the demonstrations
using all tactics at their disposal to ensure that
the situation did not get out of hand. Mr. Tole-
do, on the other hand, is calling for a peaceful
mobilisation of the people of Peru, but at least
one impression is that this is not going to
come about easily given the track record of
Mr. Fujimori in the last 10 years of his rule.

One view is that Mr. Fujimori and Mr. Tole-
do were running neck to neck in the runoff
election; but that a clear majority of those
polled in a survey said that they did not agree
with Mr. Toledo’s decision to pullout of the
race. In the final days, the Peruvian President
was leading his opponent by at least eight per-
centage points. But the persistent allegation
at Mr. Fujimori, aside from using
garm tactics, was leaning heavily on the
ilitary intelligence service to deliver t
goods, a charge denied by the Govern t.
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‘Mori elected PM

ASSOCIATED PRESS k\b

TOKYO, April 5. — l&; oshiro
Mori was installed as president
of Japan’s ruling party and
later elected as the country’s
Prime Minister today, ending a
political crisis that began when
Mr Keizo Obuchi collapsed
with a stroke that has left him
in a coma. Mr Mori was sworn
in by Emperor Akihito this
evening.

Mr Mori, a former trade min-
ister, won solid majorities in
both Houses of parliament fol-
lowing his instalment earlier in
Liberal Democratic Party.

In a press conference yester-
day, acting Prime Minister
Mikio Aoki announced the
Cabinet had resigned en masse
because. it was clear the 62-
year-old Mr Obuchi would not
be able to resume his duties.

That paved the way for Mr
Mori to assume the country’s
top post. Mr Mori needed 245
votes for a majority in the
lower House, and received 335.
A total of 488 votes were cast.
In the upper House, Mr Mori
won 137 of 244 votes,

The changeover was not
expected to significantly effect
Japan’s national policies — Mr
Mori vowed to stick with the
economic and political reform
initiatives advocated by Mr
Obuchi. His new Cabinet was

the top spot changed.

He is not known for being
strong on international affairs
— a point on which he will
soon be put to the test.

One of the new Prime
Minister’s first tasks will be a
meeting in Russia with that
country’s President-elect later
' this month. Tokyo’s relations

the same as the old, with only

R ® 1
7 In Japun

A file photograph of Mr Yashiro Mori helping Mr Keizo Obuchi to sign

documents to form the coalition government in October 1999. — AP/PTI

with Moscow are complex.
Because of territorial dispute,
they have yet to sign a peace
treaty formally ending their
World War II hostilities.

Another major test for Mr
Mori will come in July, when
Japan is scheduled to host this
year’s G-8 summit of industri-
alised nations.

President Bill Clinton would
be among the leaders attending
that summit, and America’s
heavy military presence in
Japan is expected to become an

issue.

China congratulates PM:
China has congratulated Mr
Yoshiro Mori on his appoint-
ment as Japan’s new Prime
Minister, the official Xinhua
news agency said today in
Beijing, adds Reuters.

Ties between the two coun-
tries have long been fraught
with tension, with China still
bitter over atrocities committed
during Japan’s occupation of
parts of the giant country dur-
ing 1937-45. .
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IKE MOST top Japanese

politicians, Mr. Yoshiro

Mori no longer rents his

tailcoat or, as the
Japanese call it, “‘the penguin
suit”. Required for all
ceremonial occasjons at t
Imperial Palace, most W
politicians buy their own
penguin suits once they know
they have reached Cabinet
status, roughly 20 years after
being elected.

Mr. Mori, 62, who took over
as Japan's Prime Minister on
Wednesday, scarcely expected
three days before that he would
need to wear the tailcoat. But
there he was, at a palace
investiture, taking over a job
from his friend and schoolmate
Mr. Keizo Obuchi, whom fate
so cruelly claimed at a time
when most observers believe he
was close to the zenith of his
power.

Almost exactly a year ago,
Mr. Obuchi said in a speech at
a Tokyo hotel 1 was unpopular
even before I became Prime
Minister. People said I might
last three days but seven
months have already passed. [
lasted three days, then three
months, so maybe I can last
three more years.”

Three eruptions took place in
Japan last week. The volcanic
activity on Mt. Usuy, the failed
blackmail attempt by Mr.
Obuchi’s main political ally,
Mr. Ichiro Ozawa, and
ultimately, the sudden and
debilitating illness of Mr.
Obuchi himself. Of the three,
only the latter event was a
complete surprise.

Mt. Usu was never a dormant
volcano and has been erupting
with a degree of predictability.
Mr. Ozawa, likewise, has also
been trying to ask too much
from the ruling coalition and
this time went too far in that
for the second time in a year
and a half he has split his
party. But, one could have
never expected that Mr. Obuchi
would descend rapidly into the
abyss.

Yet, in some ways the three
events are related. The volcanic
eruption brought out the finest
in Mr. Obuchi. Unlike his
predecessors, Mr. Obuchi was
unwilling to leave things to
chance, and subordinates. He
personally saw to it that
evacuation efforts were in place
from three towns in the vicinity
of Mt. Usu. He personally took
charge of the control centre at
the Prime Minister’s official
residence.

According to the former

A

rising star fades
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Three eruptions took place in Japan

last week. The volcanic activity on Mt. Usu,

the failed blackmail attempt by Mr. Keizo
Obuchi’s main political ally, Mr. Ichiro
Ozawa, and ultimately, the sudden and

debilitating illness of Mr. Obuchi himself.
F. J. KHERGAMVALA reports.

Prime Minister, Mr. Morihiro
Hosokawa, it was perhaps one
of Mr. Obuchi’s failings, if one
could describe it that way, that
he wanted to see every matter
of detail tied up.
Micromanagement, some might
call it, but given Japan’s history
of being unable to cope with
unexpected events, Mr. Obuchi,
just months away from a
general election, could not take
the chance of seeing a
repetition of the handling of
the Kobe earthquake or the
Tokaimura nuclear incident last
year.

When Mr. Obuchi took over
as an unelected Prime Minister
at the end of July 1998 in the

wake of a humiliating debacle
for the Ryutaro Hashimoto-led
ruling Liberal Democratic Party
in elections to a part of the
Upper House, he barely
expected to be there more than
a few months. Quietly and
shrewdly he set about
consolidating, first his own
position then his party’s. He
bought a deal with the
conservative opposition Liberal
Party of Mr. Ozawa. That
bargain not only gave the LDP-
led coalition control over the
Upper House to adopt
legislation, but also decimated
the opposition. ,

Quite often Mr. Ozawa tried
to test Mr. Obuchi but each

Japan's new Prime Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori, helps his
predecessor, Mr. Keizo Obuchl, sign some papers in this
October, 1999, file photo.

time the latter came out the
clever man. The final test for
Mr. Ozawa’s brinkmanship
came last Saturday when Mr.
Obuchi came before the
cameras to tell the public in a
disguised language that the
Japanese understand that he
had refused to succumb to
another Ozawa blackmail.

[

By that time, Mt. Usu had
erupted and for the first time
there was not a single casualty,
primarily because of Mr.
Obuchi’s “super-vision”. The
economy had begun recovering
and showing results by way of
increased consumption. It was
clear that a different Obuchi
was incharge of a Japan
different from the one handed
to him 20 months back.

He was a large part of that
difference. No longer the “cold |
pizza” as he was called, Mr.
Obuchi showed intense
dedication and resolve, marked
by a telling weakness of being |
unable to convincingly project
his thoughts and achievements.
He was, as the Chinese like to
say, ‘‘deeds, not words’".

Over a period of time, this,
compared to his predecessors,
“Mr. non-charisma” got the
trust of the people. So much
so, that he was poised to be
properly elected as Prime
Minister in his own right, after
the upcoming Group of Eight
nations (G-8) in Okinawa in
July which was to be his piece
de resistance on the
international stage.

Mr. Obuchi’s personal
““connect” as they say was his
forte and compensated for his
ignorance about international
matters or a failure to articulate
policy. He was the first top
Japanese politician unashamed
to come out of a movie with
tears in his eyes. These
qualities endeared him to the
public to the extent that they

- shaped the unusual speed and

uncharacteristic panache with
which the LDP had to move in
the next few days to avoid the
wrath of a public getting
accustomed to decisiveness.

Striving to record these
achievements had taken a
heavy toll on the self-effacing,
cinema-loving man who 36
years ago was vigorous enough
to campaign on a bicycle for a
lower house seat.

Within 12 hours of his
meeting Mr. Ozawa, the Prime
Minister was moved to hospital,
in a private vehicle, which is an
altogether different story. That
journey recorded the political
demise of Mr. Obuchi.
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TOKYO, APRIL 7. The Japanese Prime Minister,
Mr. Yoshiro Mori, today made his policy debut
with a speech long on slogans, short on con-
tent and unlikely to stem speculation of an
early poll to let voters give their verdict on the
new leader.

Pledging in Parliament to win trust at home
and abroad, Mr. Mori also vowed once again
to pursue his predecessor’s policies and carry
out painful structural reforms of the economy.
“We must not hesitate on reforms for the new
era,” said Mr. Mori, a party veteran who many
experts doubt is the man to speed the trans-
formation of Japan’s stagnant “‘old economy”
into a vibrant “‘new economy” driven by bold
high-tech risk-takers.

The speech provided no clues on the timing
of an election for Parliament’s powerful lower
House, which must be held by October. Analy-

DP) decides to risk an early judg-
voters who have been losing

N Mori vows to pursue econom%forms

patience with Ll¥\ ruhng coahtlon plagu¥d bﬁ
scandals. A survey published today — the fiyst
since Mr. Mori took office after his predec
sor, Mr. Keizo Obuchi, suffered a stroke
showed support for the LDP jumping a full 1
points to 39 per cent.

The survey by the conservative Yomiuri
Shimbun newspaper also showed that some
49 per cent of the respondents hoped Mr. Mori
would be an effective leader. About 45 per cent
said they had no such expectations. But more
than half of those polled said they wanted Mr.
Mori to wait to call an election, either until
after a group of eight (G-8) Summit which Ja-
pan is hosting in July or until lower House
lawmakers’ terms expire in October, the paper
said.

Opposition parties and media are urging an
early election and some LDP members are
said to hope to play on voters’ sympathy for
Mr. Obuchi, who is in a coma, in an early elec-
tion, a move that some say could backfire.

The three-way coalition linking the LDP, the

-
1;’1{, ; ,&, U

Buddhist- backed New Komeito and the tiny
Conservative Party has proved unpopular with
voters, many of whom were wary of its huge
majority in Parliament.

The survey showed more than half the re-
spondents opposed the ruling camp’s latest
incarnation. A rugby-playing political veteran
known for his fancy footwork in squabbles
within the party, Mr. Mori must tackle a hefty
agenda including Japan’s fragile economy, a
rumbling volcano and a gruelling diplomatic
schedule including a meeting late this month
with the Russian President-elect, Mr. Vladimir
Putin. In a speech sprinkled with slogans such
as ‘‘a nation of dreams and security’” and “‘a
beautiful nation of people with generous
hearts”, Mr. Mori pledged to carry out
inherited from Mr. Obuchi. Among
sures are reform of a scandal-tgs

panese culture, tradition
Reuters
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By F.J. Khergamvala
TOKYO, APRIL. 27. Last year at this

time, Japan and North Korea were .

talking about each other. Today,
they are again talking to each oth-

er in what now appears to be a-

long-drawn process that will lead H gﬁ”;m;qzmg bilateral

10 some reparations by Japan.
Later this week, Japan will re-
sume charter flights to North Ko-
res, as it became known that
Pyongyang is working on deport-
ing Japanese Red Army hijackers,

The resumption of flights repre-
sertts the lifting of all sancﬁons‘

pendent on the fate
on some

ets  or

arts festival. Evenmally, it is ré

hijackers who diverted a Tokyo-

Fukuoka plane in 1970, to Sedul, -
.relensed the passengers and then
- continued on to Pyongyang. As a

face-saving measyre, Pyongyang
might fly the four to & third coun-

try destination. Of the nine, thrae

have since died, one arrested
Japan after escaping here #nd oné
nabbed in Thailand. M

- tadks with the 1.

says it shelters the four hifackers
as “political exiles.”

Pyongyang is berating the U. S.
for linking the deportation to the
U.S. lifting sénctions against the .
North. It said dye .S, interest in

erference
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will probably co
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TOKYO, FEB. 11. Ru531a and Japan agreed today to take
a cool-headed approach to their search for a peace
treaty, dogged since World War Il by a territorial row,
the Russian Foreign Minister, Mr. 1qor Ivanov, said.
“We have reached a common understanding that we
will discuss this matter in a strictly calm manner-to
seek a solution,” Mr. IvaNov told a news conference
after meeting the Japanese Foreign Minister, Mr. Yo-
hei Kono.

Mr. Ivanov’s visit is the first high-level Russian mis-

THE HINDU
AL

Ja _gan RUSSIa renew sqg,rch for peace pact

sion here sinhce h ormer President, Mr. Boris Yelt-
sin, resigned onDecember 31 and was succeeded by
Mr. Vladimir Pujin. Progress in talks between Japan
and Russia on signing a peace treaty has been glacial,
though the two sides set up diplomatic relations and
ended a technical state of war in 1956.

Aformal peace treaty was never signed because of a
row over the ownership of four tiny islands occupied
by troops from the former Soviet Union in the closing
days of World War II. — AFP
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__—"Bangkok Declaration
' to focus on solidarity

By P. S. Suryanarayana \((O "\évaas that coope&at bejiyetn the de-

BANGKOK, FEB. 17. The Secretary Gener-
al of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development (UNC-
TAD), Mr. Rubens Ricupero, said here
tonight that ‘“‘coherence, solidarity
and hope” would form the centre-
piece of the Bangkok Declaration that
was being finalised for adoption by
Saturday. The Declaration, to be
adopted at the conclusion of the
UNCTAD’s ongoing tenth session, was
being given finishing touches under
the chairmanship of the host — Thai-
land’s Foreign Minister, Dr. Surin Pit-
suwan.

Elaborating the anticipated central
theme of the Declaration, Mr. Ricup-
ero said the proposition of “solidar-
ity”’ was being so addressed as to “‘give
globalisation a sense of interdepend-
ence” between and among the devel-
oped States, on the one hand, and the
developing countries, on the other. It
was, in the final analysis, a matter of
“politics” whether to “give glg
tion a sense of mutuality of i

“The basic idea,” gecording to him,

|

veloped countries and the developing
ones under the formula of “solidarity”
should not be treated as ‘‘charity”
from the rich to the poor. Globalisa-
tion itself “is not irreversible,” as
“nothing is irreversible except death,”
he quipped, and pointed out that
there would be “sooner or later, a
backlash’ if “footloose capital” from
the developed world were to be de-
ployed in developing countries with
“no sense of moral responsibility.” If
that were to happen, “then, we are in
trouble,” Mr. Ricupero added. The
overall objective was to promote “‘sol-
idarity” as the means to enable the
“weaker, vulnerable” countries to
“catch up” with the others.

The other central theme, focussed
on ‘“‘coherence,” was a question of
bringing about compatibility between
“the external economic environment
and the domestic policies” of each
country, Mr. Ricupero explained. In a
limited sense, this aspect of “coher-
ence’” would reinforce the objective of
Western nations to bring about ‘‘co-
herence” among the various interna-

tional institutions such as the World
Bank, the International Monetary
Fund and the World Trade Organisa-
tion. Some countries, including India,
have objected to the Western concept
of institutional “coherence” on the
ground that this could lead to the im-
position of “’cross-conditionalities” by
them on the developing countries.

On the third salient feature of the
prospective Bangkok Declaration, Mr.
Ricupero said the expression of
“hope” about the future in relation to
trade and development issues would
be rooted in “practical” realities and
“not utopian” notions. The objective
was to create credible conditions for
this, he noted.

The word among the delegates was
that a sense of “hope” was needed in
Bangkok given the failure of the recent
Seattle conference. At another level,
the draft Bangkok Declaration, as
originally prepared by the UNCTAD
Secretariat in Geneva, had been circu-
lated only after major powers such as
the U.S. had expressed no insur-
mountable reservations.
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Japan curbs are an irritant

to ties, says Fernandes

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA \ o~
TOKYO, JAN13. 5 ,X)
Y

DEFENCE Minister Georgei

Fernandes has said the sanctions
imposed by Japan on India had
been seen as a punitive measure
and were an irritant to bilateral re-
lations which had tremendous
scope for improvement.

“One point made was that it
was for Japian to decide about the
grantsahd loans and whether they
should be extended to India.

atever their decision on the

“matter is okay by us,” Fernandes
Said after a meeting with former
Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto, the manwho imposed
the sanctions after the Pokhran
nuclear testsin 1998.

Fernandes denied he. had
pleaded foryenloans and grants as
reported in the press here.

Besides Hashimoto, who is
now senior foreign policy adviser
to Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi,

Fernandes today also met leader

of the. opg)(ﬁit A Yukio Ha-
toyama of the Defnocratic Party of
Japan and discusstd the objectives
of establishing sdcurity ties with
Japan atamuch larger level.

He said Japan’s condition that
Indiashould sign the CTBT before
sanctions are lifted figured.n the
discussion. In fact the sanctions is-
sue was raised on Wednesday by
the Japariese side. They were told
that effortswere ontoreach acon-
sensuson CTBT.

“But there is so much that
binds us that we should not allow

one single issue to cloud the rela-

tionship or come-in the way of
what Japan and India need todo,”
Fernandes told newspersons.
Fernandes said the people he
had met during the last three days
here — officials, religious leaders,
parliamentarians 'and academi-
cians— had understood India’s se-
curity concerns and its position.
. “T'have reasons to be satisfied
with my visit and establishing a re-
lationship in areas of defence mat-

WNDIAN EXPRESS
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96
ters,” Fernandes said.

Fernandes is the first defence
minister from either country to
make a visit. His trip to Japan has
resulted in the first-ever strategic
security dialogue between the two
countries.

The defence minister said
Hashimotowas keen that bilateral
relations improve between India

"and Japan. The senior Japanese -

leader is visiting India again in the
second half of February.
Hatoyama, the leader of the
opposition, said he would be send-
ing a delegation of his party leader
to India to understand New
Delhi’s various concerns, particu-
larly on the security front. This
would go a long way in an under-
standing being built up about India
in Japanese political circles, Fer-
nandes said: The defence minister
flew by helicopter to the Fuchu air
defence command headquarters
near Tokyo where he was briefed
on the structure and capability-c
Japan’sair force. ;



1 Obuchi seeks to normalise
ties with North Korea >***

TOKYO: Japanese Prime Minister
Keizo|Obuchi said on Friday he will
work | towards normalising his
countfy’s diplomatic ties with
North'Korea, the world’s last re-
maining Stalinist state.

Japan, unnerved by North Ko-
rea’s launch of a missile in August
1998 that flew over Japanese terri-
tory, hopes engagement with the se-
cretive Pyongyang regime can help
defuse the threat of future launch-
es. At the same time, analysts say
North Korea’s gradually improving
relations with the United States
and South Korea risk isolating
Japan if it does not make progress
toward normalising ties.

In a policy speech to the lower
house of Parliament on on Friday,
Mr Obuchi said, “In close coopera-
tion with the Republic of Korea
and the United States, I shall fur-
ther advance the dialogue that be-
gan to develop last year.”

Mr Obuchi gave no details on
posgible steps, but former Japanese
yl?z{;e Minister Tomiichi Muraya-

a said last week that bilateral
“talks on normalising relations could
resume next month.

Japan and North Korea held a
first round of preparatory talks in
Beijing last month, and Red Cross
officials from the two countries
reached a breakthrough agreement
on food aid and other humanitari-
an issues.

In the talks, Japan Red Cross del-
egates promised to press their gov-

\ By Elaine Lies G\r%

ernment to resume food aid to
famine-hit North Korea, suspended
after the 1998 missile launch. Tokyo
has made it clear that a resumption
of aid depends on progress in nor-
malising ties.

In return, North Korean Red
Cross officials promised to urge Py-
ongyang to cooperate in an investi-
gation of missing Japanese, some of
whom Tokyo believes were abduct-
ed by North Korea.

Prime Minister Obuchi told Par-
liament he was willing to discuss all
humanitarian and security issues
that affected normalising relations.

* shall strive to ensure that both
sides can adopt a positive stance to-
wards each other,” he said.

Mr Obuchi also vowed to work
for an improvement in often frac-
tious relations with China, which
remain haunted by lingering re-
sentment of Japan’s actions in Chi-
na before and during the Second
World War.

Friction has risen recently over a
meeting held this past weekend by
Japanese ultra-rightists, who insist
the Nanjing massacre never hap-
pened. As many as 300,000 civilians
were believed to have died at the
hands of invading Japanese troops
during the 1937-38 occupation of
the central Chinese city.

On Wednesday, Chinese foreign
minister Tang Jiaxuan summoned
the Japanese ambassador to ex-
press “strong indignation” over the

rightists’ meeting in OW
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