% Judgment in Fiji

judge of the Fiji high court has issued a landmark ruling that
the abrogation of the 1997 constitution in the aftermath of George
Speight’s May 19 coup was an illegal act. Justice Anthony Gates has
consequently directed that Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara be restored to
office as president; that parliament be reconvened; and that the new
“Constitution Review Commission” that he has held to be illegal be
disbanded immediately. The present interim administration of “Prime
Minister” Laisenia Qarase that had been put in place by the army on
July 14 has decided to appeal against the judgment, and the case will now
go before a five-judge panel of the supreme appellate court in early
December. Justice Gates’ ruling which is remarkable not only for its
contents but also for how it came about, deserves wide notice. “An
indigent farmer” as the judge puts it, who had become “a refugee staying
at Girmit Centre” during the riots following the coup, had moved the
court for relief on July 4. The petitioner had appeared in person and, in
view of the circumstances and the high constitutional questions
involved, the judge decided to overlook defects in the pleadings
and appointed counsel to assist the petitioner, very much in the manner
of public interest writ petitions in our Supreme Court. Later he
allowed Dr George Williams and Anu Patel from England also to
appear for the petitioner as “the case demanded the assistance of able
counsel”. Setting aside various procedural objections by the counsel for
the interim government he declared he would “jettison foymalism” as
the issue involved complex constitutional questions and Qﬁgﬁéded to go
ight to the heart of the matter. B n r
Striking a fine balance he allowed the declaration of a state of
S mergency and dismissal of the Mahendra Chowdhry government by
President Kamisese Mara to stand on grounds of “the doctrine of
necessity” as'these were well within the powers of the president under
the constitution. But he held that the same justification of “necessity”
was not applicable to the subsequent decisions, taken under coercion, to
issolve parliament and abrogate the constitution. The test he applied
as that of legitimacy derived from popular sanction or approval. The
judge has now left it to the president to appoint a new prime minister,
but has suggested that he may install a Government of National Unity
spanning all parties, for which a provision exists in the constitution. The
judgment is also significant for its scathing indictment of the three sitting
judges who have been advising the present rulers and have helped them
draft “decrees of notoriety” setting aside the constitution and assuming
extraordinary powers. One must hope that Justice Gates’ judgment is
upheld and democratic order is restored in Fiji for the sake of its people
who have suffered grievously from the riots and chaos, and the
international sanctions which followed the events of May — the armed
invasion of parliament, the hostage crisis, the takeover by the army and
the abrogation of the constitution. Such a denouement would be yet
another affirmation that one small voice can count for/f/great deal in

today’s world of increasing democratic consciousness.



«7Anarchy in Fiji %0\ ¢
FIII'S DESCENT into lawlessness was predictable the morhent
the country’s President, Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, bowed to\the
blackmailing tactics of the coup leader George Speight, agree-
ing to replace the democratically elected Prime Minister
Mahendra Chaudhry with the insolent leader of a ragtag pla-
toon of hoodlums. Once the legitimate authorities decide to
humour those who have broken the law, the retreat cannot but
become a rout. This is exactly what has happened in Fiji, for the
bankrupt businessman Speight has now sensed that the tide is
running in his favour. Whether the martial law will stop him in
his tracks is unclear.

The backtracking before the upstart coup leader began when !
the so-called Great Council of Chiefs, led by none other than
the leader of the 1987 coup, Sitiveni Rabuka, partially agreed to
Speight’s demands, favouring Chaudhry’s dismissal and altering
the Constitution to reserve the top positions for the indigenous
Fijians only. Rabuka has refused to learn from his own coup
when he had to abrogate his own racist Constitution under the
pressure of international isolation and economic sanctions. If
he has prescribed the same dangerously flawed formula for
Speight as well, it is apparently because there is deep resent-
ment among the indigenous Fijians about the prominence
gained by the Indian immigrants, first in the island’s economy |
and now in its politics. The same feelings must have also per-
suaded the President virtually to approve of the coup while
acknowledging that the result will be “very bad” for Fiji. It is
also true that Speight is drawing some support for his patently
racist policies from a section of the indigenous Fijians.

But while Speight’s vision may be limited, it was for the
President and the chiefs’ council to recognise the folly of again
subverting the Constitution and courting international censure.
Such criticism will also grow if anarchic conditions prevail and
the ethnic Indians and their businesses come under attack.
After the last coup, there was a 6 per cent drop in the Indian
population in the island. It will be a matter of deep regret if
there is yet another exodus. New Delhi will have to watch the
scene with great care. While there is bound to be deep concern
in India about the fate of Indians, many of whom, including the
deposed Prime Minister, have close relatives in this country,
the government cannot intervene diplomatically except
on the grounds of preserving democracy and the rule
of law. But the Fijians must be tglgfo respect their own
Constitution, for any other step, b on ethnic hatred, will be
disastrous for the country.
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—Military takes over
Mara resigns

B NN
« IN|Fiji
By P. S. Sury: ayana

"SINGAPORE, MAY 29. The Chief of Fi-
ji’'s Military Force, Commodore
Frank Bainimarama, proclaimed
martial law tonight and assumed
executive powers in a new twist to
the South Pacific nation’s raging
constitutional crisis. A country-
wide blanket curfew was imposed
— although it is doubtful whether
the duration is 24 hours or 48
hours — and the Army began
guarding strategic installations.

But the fate of the democrat-
ically-elected Prime Minister of
minority Indian descent, Mr. Ma-
hendra Pal Chaudhry who was
toppled in a “civil coup” 11 days
ago by Mr. George Speight, re-
mained unclear. The where-
abouts of the civilian President,
Ratu Kamisese Mara, were not
immediately known, though it
was understood that he had
handed over the reins of adminis-
tration to Cmdr. Bainimarama. It
was euphemistically said that Mr.
Mara had resigned, paving the
way for martial rule.

The military’s formal interven-
tion, which was not officially de-
sc¢ribed as a coup upon a coup,
followed the President’s orders
during the day for a deployment

unleashed lgst”night by armed

Ratu Kamisese

Commodore
Mara... Bainamarama...
whereabouts declares
not known. martial law.

supporters of Mr. Speight, ac-
cording to foreign diplomats and
observers in the Fijian capital, Su-
va.

A political version in Suva was
that a group of military officers,
led by Cmdr. Bainimarama, called
on Mr. Mara at twilight today and
first presented him ‘“a whale’s
tooth,” considered to be a sym-
bolic gesture in the native cus-
toms, before asking the President

to step down from his executive’

position. Mr. Mara was widely be-
lieved to have agreed to do so.
Australia and New Zealand as
also the U.S. and the Common-
wealth monitored the situation in
Suva closely, to determine the na-
ture and scope of trade and mil-
itary sanctions that could be
applied. The possibility of Austra-
lia and New Zealand ,\esorting toa

trade embargo on Fiji as also
stoppage of sporting links and a
suspension of military coopera-
tion with it looms large. Calis
were made for a suspension of ci-
vilian flights to Suva besides a
cessation of cargo traffic to Fiji.

There was no immediate indi-
cation of any significant exodus of
Fijian-Indians in search of asylum
or as refugees elsewhere.

As the Fijilan military took
charge tonight, it became increas-
ingly clear that the battle lines
were now completely redrawn

The initial tussle between Mr.
Speight and Mr. Chaudhry, who
appeared to have been backed by
Mr. Mara at that time, hotted up
by last night as a virtual war be-
tween the armed squads of the
“civil coup” leader and Mr. Mara
with the Army behind him. Mr.
Speight’s men roamed the streets
of Suva tonight too and there was
no immediate indication how the
military would seek to rescue
from the Parliament complex Mr.
Chaudhry and the other captives,
including Mr. Mara’s daughter.

DPA reports from Sydney:

Mr. Speight warned Ratu Kami-
sese Mara that his daughter
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" Verdict for democracy

IN WHAT must have come as a bolt from the blue for Fiji’s

interim Government put in place by the military following
George Speight’s thwarted coup six months ago, Justice
Antony Gates of the Pacific nation’s High Court has upheld

the validity of the country’s non-discriminatory, multiracial

Constitution of 1997. He has ruled that it was unlawfully abro-

gated after the ouster of the elected Government of Mahendra

Chaudhry. The Gates ruling also directs that Parliament be

convened to elect a Government. The judgment goes a long.
way in upholding the pringiples of non-racialism and constitu-

tional democracy in a multi-ethnic society. YA/} X0

But it is unlikely to-be the last word on the s1\1‘bject. Nor is
it likely to be honoured right away, as the army-backed
Government has declared its plan to go in appeal. In the light
of the controversial attempts to subvert Fiji’s justice adminis-
tration on racial lines, it will be instructive to see if the Court
of Appeals and the Supreme Court would uphold the Gates
order. All the same, there can be little doubt that the High
Court verdict has caused a serious setback to Fiji’s interim
Government of unelected rulers that has taken away the
political rights of ethnic Indians. After the forcible ouster of
the multi-racial Chaudhry Government, Suva had attracted
international opprobrium as calls were made to return to
democratic ways. The Gates judgment is likely to reinforce
this international spirit. \

It will now be that much harder for the dgnservative elements
amongst the ethnic Fijians, particularly foh the Great Council
of Chiefs, to pursue their divisive agenda of‘effecting structur-
al changes aimed at excluding ethnic Indians from power. The
Gates ruling will also boost the morale of democracy-minded
ethnic Fijians who are dismayed by the recent happenings in |
their country. It is too early to say if Mr Chaudhry can return '
as Prime Minister, although many will favour the restoration of
his genuinely democratic dispensation. Inter alia, this may
depend on how well his parliamentary bloc, comprising both
ethnic groups, is able to hold in this hour of trial. Z
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Military
springs

0 -
< second

AFP and REUTERS

SUVA, May 29. — The army
seized power in Fiji and
declared martial law today, ten
days after George Speight’s
“civilian coup” in the name of
indigenous islanders.

The President, Ratu Sir
Kamisese Mara, is reported to
have resigned and moved out
of his official residence to a
“safe place”. Mr Mara had on
Saturday fired the ethnic
Indian Prime Minister, Mr
Mahendra Chaudhry, and
assumed executive power.

Within hours of the army tak-
ing control of Suva and issuing
“shoot to kill” orders, military
chief Commodore Frank
Bainimarama announced the
takeover at the Queen
Elizabeth barracks:

“All the nation has been sad-
dened by the extent to which
" the country has fallen during

the last week.

“I have therefore, with much
reluctance, assumed executive
authority of the country and
henceforth declared matial
law. The country, in the mean-
time, will be run by a military
government. The primary
objective of this government is
to take the country towards
peace and stability and the

. well being of Fiji.”

The army’s intervention fol-

lowed an overnight rampage by

the supporters of Speight who'

roamed Suva’s streets firing
shots and forced state TV to go
off air. Speight and his gunmen
have been holding Mr
Chaudhry and a large number
of his Cabinet colleagues in
Parliament since 19 May.

Commodore Bainimarama
gave no details of how he
would rule. But diplomatic
sources told AFP he might
appoint himself Prime
Minister.

The army chief today said all

— e e et

movement into Parliament
would be restricted to essential
services and appealed to the
people to respect the curfew,
which he said would run for 24
hours.

Shortly before the curfew '

came into force at 11.30 a.m.
India time, an AFP reporter
saw soldiers taking up strate-
gic positions around Suva, set-
ting up barricades across main
roads and at key installations,
including fuel depots and radio
and TV stations.

The move was preceded by an |

appeal on national radio for all

reserve troops under the age of

55 to come to the Queen

Elizabeth barracks, the army’s

main headquarters. Troops on
leave were recalled.

Earlier today, a policeman

died from his injuries after he
was shot in the back during the
night’s rioting — the first
death in the crisis. A security
guard also died after a heart
attack overnight.

Australia today cranked up
pressure on Fiji with a warning
of tough sanctions if it aban-
doned its democratic constitu-
tion. It threatened to suspend
trade and downgrade aid worth
US $12.5 million, and push for
Fiji’s suspension from the
Commonwealth.

Sporting links could also be
hit. A ban on matches against
Fiji’s national rugby union
team is under consideration.
Plans for the Olympic torch to
pass through the islands this
week were scrapped today.

Canberra has urged its 2,000

nationals based in Suva and an
estimated 3,000 tourists to
leave as soon as possible. The
US embassy issued similar
advice.
Britain offer: Britain could
act as a go-between in Fiji's
coup, foreign office minister,
Mr John Battle, said in London
today.

TYHE ST TESMAR
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MARA’'S SON-IN-LAW MADE PM?

Multi-racial statute

«r scrapped in Fiji

By P.S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, MAY 30. Fiji's new military ruler, Commo-
dore J.V. (Frank) Bainimarama, today promulgated a
decree scrapping the 1997 Constitution Amend-
ment. As a document of multi-racial political plural-
ism, the scrapped statute had proved conducive to
the democratic election of the now-deposed Prime
Minister, Mr. Mahendra Pal Chaudhry, an ethnic In-
dian, in a country dominated by a narrow majority of
natives. '

The fate of Mr. Chaudhry and his associates re-
mained unpredictable as they were still being held
captive by the “civil coup” leader, Mr. George
Speight, despite the new military Government'’s
overtures to him. Mr. Speight took a dim view of
Cmdr. Bainimarama’s credentials to steer Fiji out of
its constitutional crisis, even as the military Govern-
ment opened a dialogue with the representatives of
Mr. Speight, who had overthrown and taken Mr.
Chaudhry hostage at the Parliament building in Suva
on May 19.

Cmdr. Bainimarama, proclaiming himself ‘the
Commander and Head of the Interim Military Gov-
ernment of Fiji, issued two other decrees today.
While one of these protected all the laws in force
prior to Monday’s military takeover, subject to a pro-
viso that new decrees could alter them henceforth,
the other measure outlined the contours of a new
Council of Advisers for Cmdr. Bainimarma'’s notion-
al or real “interim” administration, according to
sources in Suva.

Two significant aspects of the new “administra-
tion” came into sharp focus today, albeit behind the
scenes, even agMr. Speight remained unrelenting in
f Cmdr. Bainimarama. The President,

Ratu Kamisese Mara, who has been sidelined, was
officially stated to be under “military protection”
and safe, although out of public sight.

- The other significant development was the diplo-
matic indication that a new Acting Prime Minister
had either been nominated or might soon be ap-
pointed by the military ruler. Speculation in this re-
gard zeroed in on a former Army Chief, Ratu Epelii
Nailtikau. While there was no authoritative confir-
mation of this by nightfall today, Mr. Epelii, the hus-
band of Mr. Mara’s daughter who is being held
hostage along with Mr. Chaudhry and others, is
known to have held diplomatic positions.

Cmdr. Bainimara maintained that Mr. Mara was
still the country’s President. This prompted Mr.
Speight to argue that the new military ruler’s judg-
ment was “clouded” by his proximity to Mr. Mara.

While Mr. Speight made it clear that there would
be no love lost between him and Cmdr. Bainimara,
the military ruler authorised negotiations, under his
auspices, with the nominees of the “civil coup” lead-
er to try and secure the release of Mr. Chaudhry and
others.

The negotiators said that “goodwill” and a desire
to resolve the issue dominated their exchanges to-
day. This development was at odds with Cmdr. Bai-
nimara’s assertion in a television interview that he
could not be seen to be negotiating with Mr. Speight,
who had committed a *‘criminal” act, which Mr. Ma-
ra had decided to forgive through an amnesty.

wered panel next
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

SUVA, Nov. 15. — Fiji's High
Court ruled today that the
government ousted in a coup
led by George Speight on 19
May is still legally in power.
Justice Tony Gates found that
Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara
remains Fiji’s lawful
President and that
Parliament is legally still
intact.

The judge upheld the validity
of the 1997 Constitution and
ruled that it was unlawfully
abrogated after Mr Mahendra
Chaudhry’s government was
deposed. Ratu Mara should as
soon as possible appoint as
Prime Minister a member of
the House of Representatives
who, in his opinion, could form
a government with the confi-
dence of the House, the court
said.

(A Reuters report, however,
said the court has ordered Mr
Chaudhry’s reinstatement.

(“The (former ruling) coali-
tion urges the authorities to
abide by the High Court ruling

Mr Mahendra Chaudhry

Qarase under pressure to
resign as it has also been held
illegal by Justice Gates.

It is, however, not expected
to do so.

Mr Qarase said his adminis-
tration would continue to rule
with the aim of securing the
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and to recall Parliament so
that Fiji is back to democratic
rule,” Mr Chaudhry said.)
The ruling places the interim
government of Mr Laisenia

Fiii HC declares
ousted g

economy and rkmg towards
a return to democracy. “The
interim government will con-
tinue as the national govern-
ment and legislative authority
in Fiji.”

Fiji radio reported the mili-
tary has rejected the ruling
and will appeal against it.
Against this backdrop, the
verdict seems only to be a
moral victory for Mr
Chaudhry as without military
backing it is impossible for
anyone to rule the country.

“In real political terms there
is no evidence that the legal
solution will matter very
much,” said Prof Scott
Macwilliam of Suva-based
South Pacific University.

“Fiji now has a government
that is dependent entirely on
military support. It cannot
rule in any other means.”

The judgement — on a peti-

tion filed by a citizen,
Chandrika Prasad — was
handed down amid tight secu-
rity in the Lautoka gburtroom

in west Fiji.
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"Army scraps Fiji Constitution

P
AFP & REUTERS é({/\ %\5

SUVA, May 30. — The Fijian genlral who
took over power yesterday has revoked the
country’s multi-racial Constitution and
reverted to the 1990 statute that allows
only an indigenous islander to be Premier
— one of George Speight’s consistent
demands.

He has also announced that Speight and
his gunmen will be allowed to walk free
after the crisis is over.

Local FM 96 radio reported today the
general and Speight are close to an agree-
ment, and that the sacked Prime Minister,
Mr Mahendra Chaudhry, and the 30-odd
other hostages may be released soon. Mr
Chaudhry may be freed as early as midday
(5.30 a.m. India time), the radio said.

Despite describing the takeover of parlia-
ment on 19 May as a “criminal act”,
Commodore Frank Bainimarama anno-
unced that the amnesty offer made to
Speight by Fiji’s former President, Ratu
Sir Kamisese Mara, would be honoured.

“That was a promise made by His
Excellency the President and we intend to
carry that forward,” the Commodore told
BBCTV.

He insisted he had the welfare of Fiji at
heart. “We have put in place an amnesty
but I must make it clear we are not doing
this for them (Speight and his gang), we
are doing this for Fiji. We did what we did
to ensure there is no civil war.”

Speight had earlier declared the military
was as much with him as against him.

“We have a severe split in the railitary,” he
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said. “We have one hundred per cent sup-
port from our people and when they have
one hundred per cent support of the army
we will agree ... ] truly believe a vast major-
ity of army officers will know what to do.”

Commodore Bainimarama today appoint-
ed Ratu Epeli Nailatikau, son-in-law of Mr
Mara, as interim Prime Minister. Mr
Nailatikau had been Fiji’s army commander
till he was overthrown in a coup in 1987.
Indian move: A senior Indian external
affairs officer, Mr ST Davare, will travel to
Fiji via Canberra, Mr Jaswant Singh told
reporters in New Delhi today, adds SNS.
India is keen to cooperate with key players
in the region to play a role in the crisis.
BJP demand: The BJP today urged the
Centre to step up efforts to restore democ-
racy in Fiji.



Not muth to cheer aboutA

THE GLOOMY outlook for the economy has now been
endorsed by the Reserve Bank of India’s mid-term review of
monetary and credit policy. The RBI's decision in this context
not to interfere with the interest rate and the cash reserve ratio,
two important instruments in its hands, seems to be part of a
waiting game, Its apprehensions are evident in its GDP growth
rate forecast which has been revised downwards to the 6 to 6.5
per cent range from the carlier 6.5 to 7 per cent. Besides, the
RBI has allowed more flexibility for banks in their investments
and also pushed for a better delivery system in the banking sec-
tor which will help bring it closer to international standards.

However, the RBI will be keeping a watch on the
Government's borrowing programme. So far the borrowing has
been forecast to be less than last year's as revenue collections
have been satisfactory, But if the oil prices do not stabilise at
around § 30 per barrel, the oil pool deficit will have to be
financed by the Government through fresh borrowings. Another
problem for the RBI could come from the external sector
because in the event of a slower inflow of foreign investments,
 the current account deflcit could widen due to a higher foreign
exchange outgo for ol as well as for non-oil imports. The rupee
could then come under pressure. Interest rates will have to be
taised In that case by the RBI to stabilise the rupee.

At u time when the GDP growth has been projected to be lower
by both the Central Statlstical Organisation and the RBI, the
international rating agency, Standard and Poor, has also down-
graded India’s rating slightly in its long-term foreign currency
issues, This has been done following its assessment of the
Government's fiscal situation and in view of the fact that many
state Governments are bankrupt because of the slow progress on
the disinvestment front, The Government’s inability to reduce
the fiscal deficit from a projected total combined deficit of 10 pe
- vent s also a cause for worry, The downgrading will cause prob:
. lems for the State Bank of India’s proposed launch of the Indi
- Millennium Deposit Bonds and will also put off foreign investor
who may prefer the markets of the South East Asian and Lati

erican countries which are recovering,

" *Apartheid in Fiji

THE POLITICAL situation has been dismal for the Ndo-
Fijians for a long time; it now borders on the despairing. The
new Government of Prime Minister Laisenia Qarase has made
it quite clear that people of Indian origin will have to accept
the status of second class citizens in the island nation. With
'Qarase ruling out the possibility of Indians ever ruling Fiji,
te latter cannot but feel a sense of hopelessness, Qctober 10
arked the 30th independence of Fiji, but the occasion was
only a reminder of how a new decolonised country can make
a mess of its political system. Three Constitutions and as
many coups later, the country is all set to enact yet another
blatantly unfair Constitution inspired by the hated principle
of apartheid.

With the adoption of every new Constitution, more and more
rights have been taken away from the Indo-Fijians. Although
these developments have aroused moral outrage all over the
world, there is nothing to indicate that the indigenous Fijians
have understood how they are gradually imprisoning them-
selves in a closed world. If racial discrimination is sought to be
legitimised by the successive coup leaders and their hand-
picked successors, the island cannot but fall off the map. It
was Sitiveni Rabuka who first sought to disenfranchise the
Indo-Fijians by scrapping the 1970 multi-racial Constitution.
Later, he rectified the error by amending the Constitution
and holding elections.

However, Col. Rabuka’s move was not inspired by altruistic
reasons. He was forced to shift his stand to overcome Fiji’s ¢
international isolation and economic crisis. The new Fijian THE HlNDUSTAN mt
Government has apparently not learnt any lesson at all from t
the colonel’s disastrous experiment. According to one view, '
the man behind the present exercise is none other than ‘1 2 Oc] 2@ ~

-

Col. Rabuka. That George Speight is still being kept in deten-
tion is probably only a facade. Mr Speight is paying the price
for growing too big for his shoes. Otherwise, there is no differ-
ence between what he had said and what the present rulers are
saying. The Fiji Government’s move is a big blow to ethnic
Indians but some day those holding the reins of power will reap




MARA MUST QUIT: SPEIGHE"

TV station attacked

SINGAPORE, MAY 8. A new wave of political unrest
swept across the Fijian capital of Suva tonight, hours
after the “coup” leader, Mr. George Speight, had
maintained that he could not be blamed for (the
previous) law and order problems in the city as ‘‘the
Army is deployed all around us” (the “coup’’ lead-
ership).

The sounds of gunfire were heard late in the night
in the vicinity of the residence of the President, Ratu
Kamisese Mara, and a television network was dis-
abled, according to foreign diplomats and observers
in Suva. There was no conclusive information about
who was responsible and what might have been the
immediate provocation for the firing near the Presi-
dent’s ‘mansion, but the incident occurred in the
overall context of what was seen as a new campaign
of intimidation by the Speight brigade.

Groups of Mr. Speight’s supporters had earlier in
the night moved out of the parliament complex,
where he was holding in captivity the democratically
elected Prime Minister, Mr. Mahendra Chaudhry,
for the tenth consecutive day, and invaded the local
television station. Sources said a blackout which oc-
curred at the television facility seemed to have been
the handiwork of Mr. Speight’s supporters. The tele-
vision complex itself was said to have been badly
damaged. The free movement of the armed support-
ers of Mr. Speight was made possible by the “‘with-
drawal” of the Army from the vicinity of their “base”
— the parliament building — following the Presi-
dent’s announcement vyesterday stripping Mr.
Chaudhry of the post of Prime Minister. Although
Parliament itself was not dissolved in conjunction
with the dismissal of the elected Prime Minister, it
remained suspended.

Today's violence cast a deep shadow over the ef-
forts of the President to solve the crisis on the basis
of the continuing parleys between a sub-committee
of the Great Council of Chiefs and Mr. Speight’s
designated interlocutors. The talks were largely
aimed at finding a solution based on the norm that
top executive positions and real political power
should be vested in the majority indigenous pop-
ulation even if that be at the expense of the rights of
the substantive minority of ethnic Indians. This for-
mula was said to be a native-Fijian backlash to the
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capital

suspected efforts of Mr. Chaudhry at perpetuating
and expanding the dominance of the ethnic Indians
at the cost of the interests of the indigenous pop-
ulation.

However, even in the midst of the dialogue be-
tween the representatives of the indigenous chiefs
and Mr. Speight’s team, the “coup’’ leader remained
unrelenting in his demand that Mr. Mara first quit as
President. Mr. Mara’s action of dissolving the duly
elected government headed by Mr. Chaudhry, wide-
Iy condemned by the international community as a
capitulation to those seeking to “usurp” power, did
not go far enough in pleasing Mr. Speight. The
charge of “usurpation” of power was countered by
Mr. Speight on the ground that at least the now-
deposed Prime Minister and others of his line of
thinking were seeking to subject Fiji to an “Indian
colonisation”.

Mr. Speight dismissed Mr. Mara’s move against
Mr. Chaundhry as “an act of a desperate man” and
asserted that he was "‘not too concerned” about ei-
ther the threatened sporting boycott of Fiji by other
countries or the “‘$ 22 millions worth of aid (to Suva)
from Australia’” which might be in jeopardy now.
Australia, while criticising Mr. Mara’s attempted ap-
peasement of Mr. Speight, ruled out either a East
Timor-style military intervention or a show of “‘gun-
boat diplomacy” in regard to Fiji

AP reports:

Mr. Speight, who received a delegation from the
Great Council of Chiefs, said he expected a new offer
within two days that could lead to the freeing of the
hostages. Any deal would have to be ratified by the
full Council, he said.

Several countries have threatened to impose eco-
nomic and diplomatic sanctions on Fiji. The Fiji Ho-
teliers’ Associated president, Mr. Hafiz Khan, said
cancellations had skyrocketed since the crisis began.

IPU chief warns Fiji

In the Egyptian capital of Cairo, the president of
the Inter-Parliamentary Union (JPU), Ms. Najma
Heptullah, threatened to expel Fiji from the Union if
the democratic process was not restored in the
country by October.

“If by October, when the IPU meets in Jakarta , the
situation does not change in Fiji, then the IPU could
kick out the country from the grouping,” she said.
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S DEMOCRACY a system of

government of the

majority, by the majority

and for the majority
population within sovereign
states? This question has again
been brought into sharp
international focus by the
events in the South Pacific
island-republic of Fiji. The same
poser, whether or not stated in-
such a stark fashion, has at one
time or other stared a few other
countries in the face. Some
such States, Sri Lanka included,
have grappled with the problem
in the context of their
respective citizens of Indian
ethnic origin. And, in a sense,
there has yet been no clear,
universally applicable, answer
to this basic question, with the
latest crisis in Fiji compounding
the poser itself.

At the time of Fiji's
independence from British
colonial rule in 1970, the
country’s indigenous population
was actually in a “minority” in
relation to the combined
demographic mix of ethnic
Indians as also small numbers
of European settlers and
Chinese migrants. At the macro-
level, the ethnic Indians,
totalling at present about 44 per
cent of Fiji's population
compared to the 51 per cent of
the natives, had made the South
Pacific country their home due
to the historical accident of a
British colonial practice. The
British Crown had treated its
different territorial possessions
as a collective domain with
complementary natural and
human resources. In Fiji, the
Indian population gradually
diminished through emigrations
from there since 1970 in the
context of a continual
confrontation between them
and the indigenous people over
economic resources and
resourcefulness.

So, there was a cerqin \//
inexorable political logic"when
Mr. George Speight, self-
proclaimed leader of a
presumptive “‘civil coup,” and a
small band of his armed
lieutenants stormed the
Parliament complex in the
capital, Suva, on May 19 and
took into “custody” the
democratically-elected Prime
Minister of Indian origin, Mr.
Mahendra Pal Chaudhry, and
his Cabinet colleagues as also
several parliamentarians. A
coup orchestrated by the
natives-dominated Fijian Army
had in May 1987 toppled the
then newly-elected Indian-
controlled Government, the first
such administration in Suva. A
political chain-reaction within

/

/

Fracas

in Fij

i o

The rebel leader in Fiji, Mr. George Speight (in white shirt at
centre), strolls near the Parliament building where he is holding
the Indian-origin Prime Minister, Mr. Mahendra Pal Chaudhry,
hostage... a nation divided.

There was a certain inexorable political
logic to Mr. George Speight and his armed
lieutenants’ storming of Fiji’s Parliament
to overthrow the Prime Minister of Indian

origin, Mr. Mahendra Pal Chaudhry.
P. S. SURYANARAYANA reports.

the indigenous spectrum, not
matched by any major counter-
reaction from the ethnic
Indians, led to the approval in
1990 of a new Constitution that
affirmed the political supremacy
of the native Fijians at the
expense of the rights of others.

Under the 1990 Constitution,
the 1987 coup leader, Gen.
Sitiveni Rabuka, who chose to
leave the Army, formed an
elected Government with a
majoritarian political stamp.
But, he did so by taking on
board some non-indigenous
people. With Fiji continuing to
attract adverse international
attention in those

circumstances and with the
emigration of non-natives
increasing, yet another
Constitution was adopted in
1997. This document, with
some non-racial features and
explicit democratic provisions
such as a Government for the
whole population including
minorities, served as the guide
for a general election in 1999,
which brought Mr. Chaudhry, a
fiery trade unionist and leader
of the Fiji Labour Party, to
power at the head of a
coalition. In collateral events
preceding the first genuine
democratic election, Fiji
rejoined the Commonwealth in
1997 after having left it in the

. - e
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context of the 1987 coup.

It was against this
background and in recognition
of the traditional leadership role
in politics by the Fijian Great
Council of Chiefs, a paramount
conscience-keeper of the
indigenous people, that the
United Nations and the
Commonwealth stepped in
briefly to try and undo the
“coup’” staged by Mr. Speight,
whose credentials as a pristine
native have been questioned in
some quarters, given his
presumptive part-European
links. However, there is no
doubting the quintessential
agenda of the natives that Mr.
Speight vowed to uphold even
as he formally anointed himself,
in a traditional ceremony, as
the new Fijian Prime Minister a
few days ago.

With Mr. Speight responding
to the intervention of the U.N.
and the Commonwealth by
declaring himself the new
Premier, the diplomatic mission
by these two international
organisations has come to
naught, at least for the present.
But, Mr. Speight is in no mood
to heed the advice of the Great
Council of Chiefs, either. The
Council, presided over by Gen.
Rabuka in his capacity as a
leader of the natives and not an
erstwhile coup leader, is willing
to set in motion a process that
would culminate in the
formulation of yet another
Constitution which could
explicitly reserve the top
executive positions for the
native Fijians.

With Mr. Speight having
sought political legitimacy for
his “civil coup” by organising
shows of public support among
the natives for his action
against a duly-elected Prime
Minister, Mr. Chaudhry’s
continuance in office has been
disfavoured by the Council, too.

The formation of an
alternative Government on a
“principle of necessity’ and
“clemency”’ for Mr. Speight
over his hostage-taking have
been mooted by the Council,
but the chiefs are up against his
defiance in the manner of
equating himself with the state
itself on the basis of a modern-
day variant of the old dictum
relating to one's parity with a
sovereign entity. In Mr.
Speight’s view, he has
epitomised the “‘will of the
people’’. The Fiji puzzle can be
considered a suitable topic for
settlement at an international
conference, but the question is
whether the major powers will
have a sufficient geostrategic
stake in Fiji for that purpose.
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" VPOLITICAL TERRORISM IN FIJI | [

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY has few
known and reliable weapons, apart from slow-
action economic sanctions, to counter the type
of thuggery that one has been witnessing for the
past week in Suva, capital of the tiny South Pacif-
ic island nation of Fiji. The collective voice of
institutions such as the United Nations and the
Commonwealth counts for almost little in sit-
uations, rather rare no doubt, where gangsters
hold a Government and a country to ransom.
The new military ruler, Commodore Frank Bai-
nimarama, after imposing martial law and side-
lining the veteran political operator and
President, Ratu Kamisese Mara, has belied the
initial impression of fairness and surrendered to
the so-called rebels by scrapping the 1997 Con-
stitution that had restored the multiracial char-
acter of the island. Fijians of Indian origin, who
saw their political rights being taken away after
the 1987 coup under a Constitution that barred
them from top Government positions, were giv-
en back their political dignity through an
amended statute in 1997. This is now sought to
be scrapped. If Fijians of Indian origin are not
again to be reduced to the status of second class
citizens, the international community must im-
mediately warn the rebels and their benefactors
that it will not countenance the creation of a
system which does not respect and protect the
rights of all Fijians irrespective of their ethnic
origins. The restoration of the democratically-
elected Government under Mr. Mahendra
Choudhry must be the logical first step.

Despite the fact that this is a repetition of
what happened in 1987, India has apparently
been caught off guard, not learning the right les-

sons from the criticism last time when Delhi did
not even have cnough diplomatic representation

in Suva and could not therefore respond ade-
quately. But by moving the Commonwealth and
Fiji’s big neighbours, it has been initiating the
right actions. The Commonwealth’s watchdog

body is reactivating itself and Fiji’s rjeighbours,
New Zealand and Australia, on whosée trade con-
nections the country thrives have reacted
strongly. Trade and economic sanctions im-
posed after the first coup in 1987, that saw the
rise to power of Col. Sitiveni Rabuka, ultimately
produced the desired results by forcing the na-
tive Fijian leadership to drop the racially-biased
provisions. Elections under the multiracial con-
stitution brought an ethnic Indian to the Prime
Ministership. Sanctions will most certainly be
imposed again and Fiji expelled from the Com-
monwealth. But, more immediately, the U.N.
must deliver the clear warning to the thugs in
Suva that unlike the last time the world body can
activate more potent mechanisms to end victi-
misation of civilian populations.

Through their unacceptable actions on the
streets and their hostage-takings and killings,
sections of native Fijians are seeking to reverse
the progress to democratic plurality that was en-
sured three years ago. Any political system that
attempts to guarantee power to the native Mela-
nesian population will be welcomed by the in-
ternational community. But what is being
sought to be achieved through coercion and vio-
lence is the elimination of an entire ethnic pop-
ulation from the political life of the country. This
is most repugnant. At the root of the Fijian crisis
is the attempt, since derailed, by the democrat-
ically-elected Government of Mr. Mahendra
Chaudhry, to work out a fair deal for the tenant
farmers, who are mostly people of Indian origin
and whose sugar plantation leases are running
out. These leasehold farmers control the vital
sugar industry. The first coup led by Col. Rabuka,
who still wields considerable influence, saw the
flight of thousands of Fijians of Indian origin to
other countries, mostly Australia, New Zealand
and Canada. Fiji was the loser. Native leaders
must realise that another exodus can reduce
their tiny land to even greater poverty.
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~ Three-year deadline set
for new Fiji Constitution

By P. S. Suryanarayana { L

SINGAPORE, MAY 31. Fiji's milit
ruler, Commodore J. V. (Frank)
Bainimarama, today set a time-
frame of up to three years for for-
mulating a new Constitution,
generally expected to be in favour
of the majority indigenous pop-
ulation, and holding elections to
form a new Parliament. The pro-
‘posed statute will replace the
1997 Constitution which, with its
core of a multi-racial equity, led
to a leader of ethnic Indian de-
scent becoming Prime Minister
- just over a year ago.

Cmdr. Bainimarama today re-
vised his priorities on the delin-
eation of an interim
administration until the next
election, even as he found himself
on a collision course with the

Mara ﬂees

SUVA, MAY 31. Fiji's former Pres-
ident, Ratu Kamisese Mara,
has fled to his remote Pacific
island home in fear of his life,
police sources said today. The
deposed Prime Minister, Mr.
Mahendra Chaudhry’s wife,
Ms. Virmati, has also reported-
ly been offered sanctuary by
the Mara family on Lakeba, in
the Lau group of islands, 200
km east of Suva.

The 80-year-old former
President was flown by heli-
copter to Lakeba, the south-
ernmost Fijian island, of which
he is high chief, the sources
said. — AFP

“civil coup” leader, Mr. George
Speight, on the safe release of the
deposed Prime Minister, Mr. Ma-
hendra Chaudhry, and his col-
leagues being held hostage at the
,Parliament building in the Fijian
capital, Suva. The military ruler,
who had on Tuesday indicated
the possibility of a general clem-
ency for Mr. Speight and the other
hostage-takers as part of a new

Rebels with clubs and spears pull a driver from his vehicle on
Wednesday outside the gates of Parllament House in Suva, where
the Fljlan Prime Minister, Mr. Mahendra Pal Chaudhry, and 30
others are being held hostage. — AP

political pracess, today said “‘an
amnesty will only be given when
the hostages are freed and the
guns (being brandished by the
“civil coup” coterie) are return-
ed” to the new administration.

Referring to Mr. Speight and his
supporters, Cmdr. Bainimarama
said: “We want to tell them that
there is no need to hold those
(political) people as hostages.
They are no longer in the govern-
ment. We (the military author-
ities) are the Government.” In

~ line - with  these comments, he

gave up, during the course of a
day, an attempt to broaden the
base of his government and in-
clude atleast one key person from
outside the Army.

With the initial nomination of
the former Fijian Army Chief and
diplomat, Ratu Epeli Nailtikau, as
the new interim Prime Minister
coming under fire from Mr.
Speight, the military ruler put on
hold by nightfall today the forma-
tion of an interim set-up as an ad-
junct to the “military
government” of serving defence

3

personnel. The proposed candi-
date for transitional prime minis-
tership — the son-in-law of the
now-relegated President, Ratu
Kamisese Mara — was also seen
to have become a stumbling block
to the military regime’s efforts to
secure the release of the hostages
from Mr. Speight’s control. These
include Ratu Epeli’s wife.

Cmdr. Bainimarama expressed
frustration that Mr. Speight’s ne-
gotiators “keep avoiding the is-
sues of hostages” in their talks
with. the military government’s
interlocutors. A resolution of the
hostage crisis would, in Cmdr.
Bainimarama’s reckoning, help
him “bring life back to the people
of Fiji”’ by mollifying the interna-
tional community over the latest
turn of events in Suva.

However, Mr. Speight signalled
a sustained bid at securing for
himself a role in the new adminis-
tration, perhaps as interim Prime
Minister, while his supporters
were reported to have waylaid mi-
nority citizenstoday.

Editorlal: Page 12
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~Mara sacks
50 4S8

SUVA, May 27. — The Fiji President today dis-
missed the civilian government being held
hostage by coup plotters, leaving himself as sole
authority of the nation.

Mr Ratu Sir Kamises Mara said he had app-
ointed a caretaker administration. The leader of
the caretaker government immediately resig-
ned, leaving the President as the sole authority.

Parliament will be suspended for the next six
months, Mr Mara said, adding that his actions
were allowed under Fiji’s constitution. He said it
was “very likely” that Speight and the six other
coup leaders would be granted immunity. *

Speight’s group quickly rejected Mr Mara’s
plan, with special adviser, Mr Jo Nata, telling
Fiji TV that the rebels’ demands remained the
same. “It does not address our requests (which
include Mr Mara’s resignation),” he said.

The dramatic turn of events unfolded after Mr

AT e e T

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Chaudh

- ‘
govt
Mara attezx/gtbéﬁt.:con act Mr Chaudhry but
failed. Private secretary Mr Joe Brown had
attempted to see Mr Chaudhry, but was not
granted access. .

Mr Mara said there were no plans to storm the
Fijian parliamentary complex by force.

The latest twist came after two soldiers and a
British journalist were wounded in a gunfight

The journalist, a TV chweraman for the
Associated Press, was wounded in the ribs, but
his condition was not serious, police said.

Asked how he thought the world would react to
his decision, Mr Mara said: “Very badly. I have
been warned so often by Mckinnon (Common-
wealth secretary-general) and others.”

However he asked for understanding. “We live
in a place (that is) not only purgatory, but hell,”
he said.
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+~Racism in E(l.]l%\ ¢

Fgl is clearly embarked on a collision course with th

international community. Its traditional chiefs have no
risked international condemnation to almost support
coup leader George Speight in his effort to capture power.
After initial resistance the chiefs have now asked President
Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara to head the government, and in effect
replace democratically elected Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudhry who is being held hostage. Mr Sitivenia Rabuka,
chairman of Fiji’s Great Council of Chiefs, gave in a set of pro-
posals which even include a return to the earlier racist Consti-
tution under which the posts of President and Prime Minister
were to be reserved for the indigenous -Fijian community.
These proposals have not been accepted in their entirety, with
even colleagues of coup leader Speight not fully supportive.
. Rabuka has a clear vested interest in the dévelopments having
; led two coups in 1987 himself. He is a person with ambition
. reflected in his revealed desire to be a player in the present
! game. Speight, a failed businessman, has acted with some
' deliberation. Obviously there was a method, which is now dis-
closing itself, in his apparent madness when he rushed into Par-
liament with seven gunmen and took the Prime Minister and his
Cabinet hostage. He has been emphasising the differences
between the indigenous Fijians and the Indian settlers, playing
to base sentiments to gather popular support. After a stunned
silence Fijians began gathering outside Parliament to garland
and greet him as a saviour. Speight broke down under the atten-
tion, which probably further endeared him to those who see
deliverance in racist hatred. And is holding out, in the hope that
he will be able to rally around the indigenous people to get rid
of an Indian Prime Minister. The tensions must be palpable
with the Indians, who have settled in Fiji over the years, feeling
tremendously insecure. Reports suggest that many are even
thinking of leaving their home, scared for their lives and prop-
erty. For suddenly a mixed Cabinet that was seen as a shining
example of unity and integration, has been reduced to a symbol
of divisiveness and hatred. India, as usual, has been rather laid
back in its responses to the crisis. It has expressed its outrage
along with UK, New Zealand and Australia although a strong
statement from the Indian Foreign Office has still to emerge.
- Given the fact that the community under attack is of Indian ori-
gin, New Delhi should make it very clear that racism will not be
accepted as the reason for overthrowing a constitutional gov-
ernment. And use its good offices in the region to mount strong
pressure to ensure that Chaudhry is re-installed. Reports from
Fiji seem to suggest a certain resignation to the inevitable
which appears to be the exit of Mahendra Chaudhry and the
Indians elected along with him. He is holding out, and it is
important that the struggle for justice and equality is given a
new impetus by the international community with India in the
lead. At present it seems that India is quite content to follow an
international consensus but it will be more in the fitness of
things if it takes the lead in mobilising even those nations that
have, for the momient, kept out of the controver sy. The drama
in this little South Pacific nation will not end easily now that it
has been set into motion by Speight and his gunmen. The
dynamics of the situation wiil ensure that it is played out, and
India along with other concerned nations should ensure that
they determine a just end.
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Speight strikes

terror despite"™

martial law .

Suva, May 31

SHORTLY AFTER noon today, a
rumour spread that supporters of
Fiji coup leader George Speight
would march through the streets of
the Capital.

Within minutes, the streets in
downtown Suva were choked by
traffic as people got into their cars
to flee. Food was left half-eaten in
cafes and coffee left forgotten.

The town emptied quickly. Not a
single shop remained open.

That is the kind of terror
Speight's militia strikes in the
hearts of the people of Suva, to
whom the 1987 coups carried out
by Army strongman Sitiveni
Rabuka now seem like a picnic.

Today's rumour turned out to be

never rule this country”.

He threatened to burn the office
of the newspaper that reported his
comments and to shoot its
reporters.

Despite the military commander,
Commodore Frank Bainimarama,
declaring martial law and assuming
executive powers and despite the
presence of armed soldiers in the
city, fear still rules.

Even the former President, Ratu
Sir Kamisese Mara, who stepped
aside to let the military take full
control, and his immediate family
were moved from the Government
House in Suva to Tubou in the Lau
group of islands, his traditional
home.

This followed continued threats
to President Mara's life from sus-

a false alarm but no
one is taking any
chances. Speight's
mob is armed with
guns and has shown
a relish for using
them.

The policeman

Waves of fleeing
Indian families are
seeking flights out of
Fiji from Nadi airport

pected supporters
of Speight, who led
the "civilian coup”
against the
Government  of
ethnic Indian
Prime Minister
Mahendra Pal

who was killed by one of his sup-
porters earlier this week was shot
three times in the chest. Two sol-
diers were wounded in an earlier
skirmish.

‘Information  Minister' in
Speight's self-styled Government,
Simione Kaitani, said he was wor-
ried of losing control over armed
civilians. ‘

A civilian supporter punched the
son of a staff member of
Parliament catering for the rebels
after mistaking him for an Indian.

This was to be expected. People
camped inside Parliament are
receiving heavy doses of inflamma-
tory anti-Indian rhetoric almost
daily. During a prayer session
there on Sunday, one pastor told
the group: "Idol worshipers can

Chaudhry on May 19.

Waves of fleeing Indian families
are seeking flights out of Fiji from
Nadi airport, their TV sets,
microwaves and other household
items in tow.

The Australian Government says
persecuted Fiji Indians could be
taken in temporarily as refugees
under a form of safe haven pro-
gramme such as that granted to
East Timorese and- Kosovars.
However, for that to happen the
situation would have to escalate
significantly, the  Australian
Government says.

For now, the people are trapped.
All foreign embassies and High
Commissions have closed their visa
application offices until the crisis
clears up. (IANS)
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CANBERRA, May 25.’ — Fiji’s
Great Council of Chiefs today
ended a crucial meeting and
sent a delegation to Parliament
to talk to coup leader George
Speight, website fijilive.com
reported.

The independent website said
the chiefs were expected to
offer a pardon to Speight for
taking Prime Minister
Mahendra Chaudhry hostage,
and to give President Ratu Sir
Kamisese Mara the go-ahead
to form an interim government.

“Mara is expected to appoint
an interim PM tomorrow, fol-
lowing the release of the
hostages at Parliament and the
resignation of Prime Minister
Mahendra Chaudhry,” the
website said.

It was unclear whether
Speight would accept the deci-
sion and much depended on
who was proposed as the new
Prime Minister, it added.

The chiefs called for Prime
Minister Chaudhry to step
down in favour of an indige-
nous Fijian, former Prime
Minister, Mr Sitiveni Rabuka,
reports AFP from Suva. The
chiefs had also called for the
immediate release of all the
hostages and demanded a par-
don for all those who had taken
part in the coup, he said.

Mr Rabuka, a chief himself
and the leader of two coups in
1987, said the outcome was
“the least damaging of all the
bad solutions”. He told a

REUTERS

- Commonwealth

ght

Sydney Radio programme that
the chiefs’ proposal for a reso-
lution to the crisis would prob-
ably be unacceptable to the |
rest of the world. “We should -
brace ourselves for internation-
al...curses which people can
bring upon a nation. They
include trade bans and aid
bans and so on,”, he said.

The coup leaders, however,
refused to release Prime
Minister Chaudhry and other
hostages. Peceli Rinayama,
spokesman for George Speight,
said the chiefs’ offer of a par-
don left open the possibility
that they could still go to
prison. “We want an amnesty,”
he said. “Under the current
proposal we (may) have to go to
prison for two to three years.
“George speight and the boys |
do not deserve that.”

The Indian External Affairs
Minister, Mr Jaswant Singh,
who held extensive talks with
the British Foreign Secretary,
Mr Robin Cook, in London yes-
terday discussed a wide-range
of issues including the crisis in
Fiji, reports PTI

.Diplomatic sources said the
British and Indian positions on Fiji
converged and reinforced each
other that the holding of a chief
executive at gun-point is a criminal
act.

According to the sources, Fiji may
be expelled from the
Commonwealth.The
Secretary-
General, Mr Don Mckinnon, urged
the coup leaders yesterday to free
Prime Minister Chaudhry.

THE STATESMAN
2 6 MY 20




eiodserp ueipuj ay 10 i1 isnf
10U — J3SOf Al SI pHom YY) ‘spie} juawt
-tiadxa 1fi.q ayi J1 "uopueqe you pinoys 14
UYofym uonnnsuo) ge-2661 92Ul Hoddns
pinoys eIpu] ‘asiowal inoynm pue LHund
-WH M pHoMm 3y ul suoAue Aq 219ym
-Aue pajean) A[peq aq ued sueipuj eyl
uoissardult ay} A2Au0d 01 (suedudwy Aq
uonie[oia sydu uewny SUIpnour) SISUO
ioyo pue (2261) uepuedn ‘(g961) ueAu
-2 a1 Suunp Ispun pappnq eipuy Ajjed
-nyjod pue Ajjerow yiog Yiom piey Ioyl
10} paudijewr A{3uoim di1e oym siopesseq
-ure {e1oos g ‘ Sp¥N, 1snf jou are peoiqe
sueipu] ‘erodserp ueipul oy} U1
-uo0d asotp Afedadss — Ausiaarp jeinjd
YUM [E3p puUB JUOHUOD OIYM SIudwW
-uadxa jpuonminsuod isnf Aue pue {{e 110d
-dns 01 Ainp e SeY RIPU] "JOO[R UlBWIAI UBD
ajdoad uelpuj ayi 1ou eIpu] IBYILAN
‘pHOM 3y}
u1 BUIAl] SlUYla-pnw 0) Mojq e st dnod
3y ‘9xi{e suewNioy pue sueipuy ‘suetll]
01 11e 3q 0} SIUeM )1 JI — 13133 Op 10UURD
11 ‘UOININISUOY) MBU B 3JBIID 01 MOU 3IOM
1] J1 uaag 'eYueT LIS 10j SIOMSUER SEY
YoIyMm uonnjos a3 ul SuryIowos st a1y ],
‘sjueISItl 1310 pue UBIPU] M 350U} Aj
-{etoadsa — uonnos 1] 3y} Wwoy uIesj 0y
yonu PeY SUOISIAIP 2T Y}M S31LUnod
(L10}1-3J111g "Piiom oy o) ojdwiexs ue sem
I "066T Wi01} BOLY YINOS 10 0S61 Ul BIpU]
Jo 1eyr ueyy juediudis ssof ou — jJudW
-11adxd TRUOHNMINISUOD 8313 B PaIpoquIa
8661 Jo uonmusuoj s i ‘Apuedytusdis
QIO “IUAPIAD-J[9S ST JBY] ddUuruIaA03
[EUOTINIIISUOD PUB ME] JO 911 3} JO UMOP
-Yea1q e syuasardor iy ut Sisuo ay) ey
an3die 0} ssapjurod st i1 "(£81 "MV) JUaUIel]
-1ed 0} 9DUSIIJIL INOWPIM JOU AJJeIIU3AS
ased Aue Ul ‘pue — ME[ B 1apun pasipqowt
aq Ajuo ued siamod Aoduadrowy ayl, (601
“11y) PaIea)ap oq 10 uBIsal 1SN INSIUIA
ouIlig ® ‘uonniisuoy) s, i epupn ‘sound
-a1 Juawaoeidal jo sasnuoid yser adpwr
pue qauiqe)) siy pue 1)SIUIN awid a1y}
sstuisip 03 Suoim sem juaprsaig s g
‘uonremyis xajdwos e up Juauiad
-xa anbrun e sy 3] ~1ouueur snf A3unsaial
ur ue uf 19yiador ojdood asiaarp s8unq
UOTgm seapt jo wieSewre ue St asey am
1BYM ( (p) OF1 "MY) uonsodwod duyla
§109]Ja.1 901AIAS JIALD YL (911 "MY) snyels
[EUONTINISUOD SBY $J91Y)) JO [IDUNO07) 18315}
Syl “(¥9 1y) uonsoddp eyl jo rapeot

Yl puE I3ISIUIN AUllld dU) ‘BWNIOY jO
[rouno o) ‘(B8ImeyeA naAs] asog) sjeiy))
Jo rounon) 1ealn) ayl Aq pajutodde adoad
SBY 3JBUAS AUl pue ({G "MY) SUBLINIOY
pue sueipuj ‘sueiflj 1o] uoneyuasardar
[eropaie syeuoniodoid sey saaneiuas
-a1day jo 8SNOY dYJ, ‘UONN{OS Iej pue
Sunsalalul ue — (O "Ly} uszZn» uelfiy
e sI Juared auo J1 Ajuo ng pasiudooal s
yuq 4q digsuszni) "edlyy YInos usppu
-30e1 10 BIPY] 1SI2ISED JO 3soY) uey; atelo
-qe[d PUEB SAISUIIXd JI0OWX 1B} 3B YOIym
(F¥ 13V) A Jo axayds A1aas Affemyaia Ut pa
-yusweduwt aq Isnwl, Yorym UOTNOE dANE
-ttgge Joy suorsioad feroads are ardyg,

‘() (p) (©) 9 Hy) uoum
-ISuo)) A Ul Yirej Jo safore oyioads are
sanMuwwod et jo 1se1aul 3y Jo Jur
-proydn pue uopdsloid ay) pue swalsis
annensunwpe ojeredas 1Yl ysnoiy
aouruIanod 03 1ySu 1eyy o1 ajdoad uew
-moy pue ueift] jo s1y3u a3 ‘wro)snd uey
-19 01 8urpioooe puej uelltq jo digsoumg
‘( (1Y 1Y) 911§ 911 Ut sme)js [enbd aaey
ueisnputy pue uelfly ‘ysiduy ‘saouefeq
Junsareiur puno] gel JO UONNINISUO)D)

[eap o) Juswadxa mau e paums (Sl
JO UORMNISUOY) URIPUJ Y] 30URUIA08
2AINi pue SpiAlp, B 31BAID pUB SIDUIISY
-jip asnod pue a3eINOOUI 01 sem UON
-njos [ewadua ay |, 'S31IAI0S [BIDOS-NNLL
10} SUCININISUO?) 3}BAID 0} DABY M ‘PIOM
ay) Jo dew ay3 meIp-a1 A[SSa[puad 0} Ysmm
10U Op am J{ "ased jueniodu ue st itg

‘9auRUISA03 DNRID
-Owsp pue mej yjoq sinsui yoiym Ayjjoep
-ne yons JsufeSe wiy puels o) djqe uaaq
JOU 3ABY pliom 2y moydnoxyr sysuni
pue sadpnf 1ydu st Y3 suonmnsuoD
JNBIDOWDP J[QRUOSEII JO SUOISIdAQNS
snomepne Jpdwis Inq ‘sIan0ayel ISIOBI
-fJue 10 SjuswaAcU douapuadapui, Yim
Sureap 10u a1 apy u dois Jouued mej,
ay3 s1e)s o1 feanyjod ay sou() aouspnid
-sunl 1odinsn oyur yup ssapdpoy [erousd
9Y) 0} IaMSUE UE pulj 0} 3]qe Udaq aaey
sisun{ 10U SINOD IOPIBN ISOW paIN
-Jew 31 usym uonedinsn [01U0D 10 NO2YD
0} papie} sodpn( uelpu] ‘19A0MOH ‘SuBaW
[e8s] £q uana palaife aq JouURd UOHNINIS
-uoy) s,BIpU[ JO ,21MPDNIIS JISeq, Y] 1Byl
s38a88ns so8pn/ 31 Jo yead 8yl (L2-G261)

s iy ‘siomsue jySu [eia

-a3s 1nq auo snfjou puy - ALZIDOS ANV MV

Kouadrswryg ayy Surmp Jur
~JueM PUNOJ SEM §1INOD UR

01 Jopd ue uj -aarssaxd

-wp ujetual uonmusuo) ‘gesl ‘Le A(
sif Iapun os op o3 sydurene s, {14 "A10100s
Aue jo sniuad ay) axmdes o1 uonMINSUOD)
v 10§ JMOUHP st I sniued sill] Jo uors
-sa1dxa yiydisur ue 3ureq o) uonippe ur
‘saypeotdde sonp [fe Jo wedjewe ue sem
86-2661 Jo uonmnsuo) ity ayy ‘som
-ouielj aAflRAOUUT YBNoIyl sanssi [BIOS
xa1dwod YIm 1[eap Yorym sge61 a1 Jo B
-UJy YINog jo onmunsuoy) ay} Si uorssaild
-old {eau] STy U HONN}IISUOY) UofiRIdUS
pa ayrL "SOUBISWINIILD as19A
-pe 1epun 1ayladol jusupuodqns e Jur
-jmd ut papasoons erpuj ‘uoneiudsardar
jeads pue uonoe asnewye ‘sdnoid 1oy
s8Il urLLNY ‘UISIRISPIS JO ISN IANLIID
e M 9j1] dnoxd jo spurwep 2 yum

-1pu] Jo 93vIN0d 8yl aYM

's1odinsn ureisns pue 1oj 1roddns aplaoxd
01 MEB] aY} JO BULBYP OY) JAPUILINS ME]
Jo Kioay 1siapisod ay aardsur jey) suon
-tmut a9y ‘sadpnf AQ SUOIIBAIISII [BIOW
‘ssapdurueawt Ajaoanejal ing ‘SuiAjiieid-jos
ISpILIY "UMOP $NBaIG J{OSH UONMINISUO))
alp  (uonudodal Jo Jni, 10 ULOU
-punid B se aunjeIa)] onsunf{ ur paquios
-ap A[snouea) UonNINSUO) B JO SIseq
ayy apise syas (ydteds 1 jo diysuew
-im3 pawue oy} ayl) sonnod saneullR
ue JJ 'suonmusuoy) {[e jo ‘siseq ay) suioj
PUE ‘1001 a1} 1B S3]] ULI0J Pasifeuonmsul
ue ut soniod jey) $asSTUS0331 YoIym mej
Jo A1oaqy istansod ays sat souapnidsuny
Jadinsn, jo jo001 a1 1y pood aq 1eaou
ued sadpnl peq asneodq ‘peq AW0Iaq

Buray sruyja-ymu 03 moyq
v s1 dnoo ayj ‘vo1LUfy yinos 1o vipuy Jo vyl uvyj
JuvoLf1usdls $sa] ou — JuawiLadxs PUOTINIIYSUOD
D243 v parpoquia @661 Jo uonnIsuoy) s,y

foos

ueARy(g Addfey Ag

SISLID Tl

¢

0] p#y sadpn{ pood .o%o apnl ap

10y 199dsas ou yum sa8pn| peq Aq paoed
-2 U33Q dARY pinom £ayy asnedaq os pIp
Aoy 1ey) aw pio1 a8pn! ueifly suo ses)
W “$2apun papong ‘red u ‘114 jo Aremipnf
oy ‘eqnqey MdAIS I Aq 114 ur dnoo
151 943 U] "3[N1 [BLIOIBINP PUE IFA0INE)
Avenjruai 3UISsalq Usym suoneylj [RUON
-MISU0)) pasodul pue paurelal osje aaey
Aayi reys Burpuaiaad Ispiym 1saoades Areli
-{tw 01 papadde ‘Aniu A[Im ‘asey saipn{
urisp{ed — SjUsWBUYAL AUBW Jo Juawiayd
-UBIUD Ay Y3no1yl — (GG 1) ased s,0850(]
woif “1e1a, p dnoo paynsnf 96T Ut sa8pnf
uelOdIN pUB 9961 Ul SUNOI S euRyD
'6961 ut sundal [eSajjr s, WS "IN pusjep
01 aousprudsumn{ radimsn siyy pasn ‘pued
-ug Uy [Puno’) Aallg 9y Jo 1aquidul auo
1Se3[ 1B ‘pUE BISOpOLY Jo sadpn( auym ay [,
"3|qBUOIYSB} 2U1023q Sey aouapnidsun| 1a
-dinsn ‘G9g1 Ul BISAUPOYY UISINOS ULy
ay) Ul uolj[eqal YUWS ue[ o) 20Ul
‘eiodserp
uMo I8y} Idije YOO[ 0} MOy Mouy 10U
op Aay], ‘peursouodoun KppAneal aie ad
-0ad ueipuj ayy], *9s[e ] 1Nq 133§ SH pay
-JNYS SeY JUOUWIUIDACL) URIPU] Y], "dU0p
10U sey i s3uiyl 10y 1eo3adeds ay) aured
-aq Ajuappns sey ‘sysassiur uel(t 1ioddns
o1 A[isauoy pue piey payIlom Sey yorym
‘AunuiuIod  derpuj ayj -Alssuwe ue
123 03 s11ydradg "IN 19A0 UNB) MOU Ssey
Awlly 8y, "INo UMOLY) Udag SeY JUDWILLID
-A00) Aiypney) BIpUdlRl) JUddOUUT Y],
"0s op 0} 1ou Buipualaid afiym 1e3a p dnoo
oY) 0) PoqUINIINS SBY ‘BIB|N ISISTUIRY
mey Juaplsard ayj pauruuapun st Lt
-I0yine 9], "pauooeill ale 1auigeD) sij
pue 1asiuiy awig ayy iy ur ysSedg
ad100n I Jo uOydQal Yl SIWED
SISLID 9SAY) JO S[PIY ayl uo asoy) -adead
oyur  puepst opue-pinur  snyl a8papd
01 pasiadp aq Uued UONNINSUOD) [ens
-uasuod I[duls B IAYAYM uonsanb jep
sdem ul exue] 1S yim dn 1ySneo sey em
a1 sadmsdn pue sieisdn im suing
3U0J7 BIISIS 'SSOWI 9] IEd[D 0) SIBIA
331} Jeureysnjy zoaldd uar) Suaid A
uonedmsn sIy) passajq aduapnidsun
-dinsn-oxd, jo punj ayJ, ‘6661 Ul Jadthsn
B 0] [[9] UONMINSUOT) SuUpISPed ;SINAL
-0S PaejuUlIalIP AJ[RIDOS 10 ‘OIUYId
- ‘qeper-pnu jo afusfeys ayl
199Ul 0) 9jqRUN SUOINUINISUOD) AIBI
-odwisiuos are ‘10 Y3 LTHOIN S

V0
oy, M~

E HINDU

- 2 Jyn o



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA L,f ’

LONDON, May 24. — Fijian
coup leader George Speight
today “resisted” UN and Com-
monwealth appeals for immedi-
ate release of Mr Mahendra
Chaudhry and other hostages
but assured that they “would
be well cared for and no harm
would come to any of them”.

The Commonwealth Secre-
tary-General, Mr Don Mcki-
nnon and the UN secretary
general’s personal envoy, Mr
Sergio Vieira de Mello, who
met President Ratu Sir Kami-
sese and the hostages, said
Speight was present “when we
visited the hostages.”

“We took the opportunity to
express our total disapproval of
the mathods he had adopted in
seeking to redress perceived
injustices. We told him there
was no tolerance in today’s
world for the violent overthrow
of democratically elected gov-
ernments,” they said in a
press note.

“We succeeded in seeing Prime
Minister Chaudhry and other
hostageg Hriefly. We found

Speight resmts UN, Cweal

them in what, u (?er the cir-
cumstances, could be descri~ed
as good spirits, although he
complained that he and his son
were twice manhandled. Some
of the hostages were clearly in
anguish,” they said.

Looting and arson of ethnic-
Indian Fijian property were

-reported today, as Speight turn-

ed down a plea from the tribal
chief council to release the
hostages, AP adds from Suva .

The council met for a second
day to find a peaceful solution
to the hostage crisis. The coun-
cil chairman was optimistic that
the matter would be resolved
today. But Speight appeared
intransigent, repeating his call
for Mr Mara’s resignation
“before the situation escalates
and becomes uncontrollable by
any authority in Fiji”.

While the chiefs met at a
heavily guarded army barracks
outside Suva, the situation in
the capital was tense. A chick-
en processing factory was burn-
ed down overnight, and there
were reports of outlying vil-
lages inhabited by ethnic In-
dians being pillaged and burn-

th ple

e \) asked men.

Late yesterday, Australian
foreign minister, Mr Alexander
Downer, said he feared the
coup may not end peacefully.
“We're deeply concerned about
the risk of bloodshed. It's an
extremely ugly ‘and unaccept-
able situation,” he said.

About 300 coup supporters
were in the complex today
where an impromptu church
service was held. Yesterday,
hundreds of supporters stood in
line to congratulate Speight.

Speight claims to be acting on
behalf of majority ethnic Fiji-
ans who believe they are being
marginalised by Mr Chaudh-
ry’s government.

Speight and his gunmen were
left in a weaker position yester-
day when the chiefs, who hold
moral authority over Fiji's
indigenous population, backed
the President’s condemnation
of the coup and demanded the
hostages’ release.

Accusing council chairman Mr
Sitiveni Rabuka of misleading
tribal chiefs, Sveight said “I
don’t recognise Rabuka’s right
to broker a deal a.aymore.”
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Hope seen for Fiji hostages

By P. S. Suryanarayana / f
SINGAPORE, JUNE 1. New hopes\of
an early negotiated release of Wi
ji’s political hostages, includi
the deposed Prime Minister be
longing to the minority ethnic In-*
dian community, were raised
today by the military rulers in Su-
va, capital of the small South Pa-
cific state.

A Fijian military spokesman
told The Hindu here that the ball
was now being put back into the
court of the Great Council of
Chiefs, moral conscience-keeper
of the majority indigenous pop-
ulation, for a political-constitu-
tional settlement of the issues at
stake.

The turmoil began with a ‘civil
coup’ on May 19 when a frustrat-
ed businessman, Mr. George
Speight, took the then Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Mahendra Chaudhry,
and his Cabinet colleagues hos-
tage at gunpoint in the parlia-
ment building in Suva.

The military spokesman, Col.
Filipo Tarakinikini, speaking over
the telephone said the hopes of a
possible release of the political
hostages, now deemed ordinary
citizens, were based on the “un-
derstanding” that featured in the
talks held today between the mil-
itary Government and Mr.
Speight in “good faith.”

In the spokesman’s reckoning,
the hostages might be set free
ahead of the deliberations by the
Great Council of Chiefs by early
next week on the basic constitu-
tional questions sparked by the
military’s /Coup upon a ‘civil’

The Fijian coup leader, Mr. George Speight, on his way‘to attend
a meeting with the military at the Queen Elizabeth Barracks in
Suva on Thursday. — Reuters

(Frank) Bainimarama, and Mr,
Speight.
The

coup. Today’s new mood of opti-
mism in the ruling camp was a
sequel to a meeting between the
Head of the Interim Military Gov-

ing itself took place in

ernment, Commodore J. V. roval of “a cquﬂ within a
A — —

b

| g e PURER-Y

coup” as also his demand that the
new military rulers, who imposed
martial law a few days ago, should
climb off a “high horse” and de-
sist from imposing their will on
the people.

Without going into the *‘specif-
ic details of each option” that
might now be put on the table of
the Great Council of Chiefs, the
military spokesman said “there
can even be a military council on
top of a civilian (set-up)”’ under a
new solution.

While one .of the proposals
would provide for a continuing
military administration until the
enactment of a new constitution
and fresh elections, the other op-
tion now in focus was made up of
two strands, the spokesman said.
These related to the possibilities
of either a new interim civil ad-
ministration under the military’s
overall auspices or the co-exist-
ence of a civilian president and
the armed forces in a governing
capacity.

The spokesman said a role for
Mr. Speight in any new interim
order ‘““cannot be ruled out”. Ear-
lier in the day, Mr. Speight had
said he would be willing to play a
role if offered by the Great Coun-
cil of Chiefs.

iR al N S | PUSUEIS N



; € 39VYd NO danNNILNOD

uo Suroe aq 03 swielo WYFradg
“Jor S1y 10] 3y Sradg oremiesd
-u02 03 aur| ut poois s1ajxoddns
Jo spaipuny ‘Aepia)sox ‘sduos
uerf1,y SurBurs uowom snoudFipun
JO TIOYD B YIIM UME] & UO P[oY Sem
2o1A10s oy mdwoidun ue pue
Aepo) xoidwiod ay) ur 2I2M SID
-1roddns dnoo ¢ 1oqy “101R1SI
-unupe doj s31 ST ‘Uopuo Ui paseq
SI OUM ‘UOUUTO]N pue ‘erjen
-sny pue I, se Yyons ‘soruojod
ysnug 1owoy jo dn opew
SI [ieamuowrwio) dyy . 1op
-un u9aq A Aoy} anssoid sno
-1Aq0 9y} Surrapisuod sjnds pood
Ajqeuosea1 ur aq 0} readde Jre,,
‘soFe1soy ay) pres 1nq ‘sy[el Y} uo

JUSWWIOD JOU PIP UOUUTON
‘safessoy ot Jo uonoads
- jouq e pue JySiods yum Su

-}39W INOY-3UO € IO JUSWEIIe
01 Surfjeaen; 91032q Aepo} BIB]N
osostwIey] IS Niey JUSPISald
JoUI O[S OP BIIJIA 01310G A0AUD
SuONEeN pIU) Pue UOUUTSON
UO(] [eISUSN) AIRIDINOS YI[EoM
-UOWWIO)) dY] ‘O[IUMUBIN
‘s1apea] dnoo oy jsurede
purw sj1 98ueyd 0 SurumBaq st
‘Burpaasons 2q Aew dnoo ay) ey}
Surass ‘e1roque) J1 se SUIS38 I
“tfi.g ur vonenyis
ay1 uo siseqdoro ur Jiys s eren
sy gnm pajutoddesip jeym
-3UIOs,, Sea 21 pres ose Y3urg
"YI[EIMUOTITIIO)) Y} JO S[OUNc))
Y1 wo pafjedxa sem peqewre|sy
USYM “TOQUIDAON] ISe] JTUIUINS Ueq
-Ingy ay3 Sump ueistyed w dnoo
oy} sureSe uonde YIESMUOW
-wio)) 3y} 03 Sunuiod ‘pres ySug

JSsjuoas Tequrs o) sosuodsar

wﬂém\:uom_m wc_u@_mm 1

palenualagip Aue 2q J0U p[noys
Q101 Jey} asiseyduId-oI M,
g
UO SUIIDUOI S BIPU] INOQE LISY)
[[91 03 2123 oo uIqOy Ale)
-2109§ US1910,] YSULI SE [[oM se
UOUUTSIA UO(] [eIdUan)-AIR)al
-09§ Yieamuowruio)) Jungasur 3q
PInoMm 9Y pres — YIUOLL 1XaU uoq
-SI'T UI JIUIWINS BIPUL-()H [BIONID
91} JO peOYE ~— JDUIIIUOD UOIS
-SIUI JO Speay & PUS}Ie 0} UOPUO]
01 Jurod st oym ‘qSurg ‘ueryay,
ur spodar 01 Suryeadg
“JUSUIUISAOS POIOo[d
A[o1RUIMIZa] 241 JO UOLIRIOISII )
yim pud ue o) jydnoiq Apides
3q pynoo AuouLrey [eroe1-Ia1ur Jo
uondnusip ay3 pres VA Y41
! YIeom
-uownuo) oy Jo swwerdord
oo JOOl Y} pue uon

[ 19149 Yyjes

3o pue 201[0d Y} ‘ToAMOH
‘pases|
-21 2q sofe1soy 2y} Jey} spuew
-5p pue dnoo 3y JO uoHBUWP
-u0d s eIy payoeq ‘uonendod
snouagiput s 1040 Auoyine
[BIOUI PJOY OYs ‘SJaIYd I3 Uaym
Kepiajsak uonsod iayeam e U1 3]
o1om wowung siy pue ySiads
‘suellig pue [founod
a3 Supes[siw Jo pue J[aswiy 10§
1omod dn a10ys 01 AN Jo BIBA
pasTiooe Yo SJaIYo 9y} 03 Juatll
-UISA0D) UBIIALD 1YNEL,, PAIIs
: T -J1es Siy WOIj JUSW9E]S B pAjuIs
~eIe[oap areieH ay) Jo sa[dourn J51d spanejuasaxda s jySiads
31 JO UONEJOIA UI Sem Alypney. ‘ALV'€ UOIEIS OIpEl SUIN0q
BIDUOURJ  ISISIUIN  QWHd-oy plo} yBiadg JSorowdue
93po[SIp 01 2A0W Y] Pes I [eap & Jayoiq 0} WY3U seNqE
‘AepOlyaag asIUS0021 1U0p I,
95BO[QI SSALJ © UI pIes SIefIy [eu -dnoo 1993e JUSWE]]
-191xd 10] AnSTUTAl 9y ‘Wed syt qp J OPISINO WO JUSUMLIDAOZ 3
Aed 03 Apeai st epuy “Ifif U U 15 1oxpu0d Y003 pue Hig ur Aousd
-uI2A08 oreunyda] oyl SI0ISAX.jywp jJooress epasoduwil eIRN
01 1apI0 Ul A1e$s200U s1 91nssaId ‘SJoIYD
[eucheliojil - palIsduoD),,  (equy oyy Surpessiw Jo eYngey
TUSWUIIA0D YSHLIY Guyisnooe pue BIE]N JO UONEUS!
Sy} Pue YIESMUOWIWOD) Y] g5; oy 10§ [0 STY Supeadan Juald
i HL Ur JuswIsa08  padf gyeruy pareadde yBiods Ingg
Appreumi3ay,, oY) jo Jejsno Jjoans . £epO) POA0S1 3G PNOMSISLID
-s1ay}  Apuagin,, dn aye; 03 ySurg oy onstundo sem 3y pres IO
Juemsef SIEHY [BUISXT 10F 15 i5unog) Jeain) [equ} fenuanjul
TSI pajoadip sey dokedlep uﬁ.uo Iapea) pue 1SN Wld
HER BV PIUINHNTE  jsuop v ‘eyngey 1USALIS
- “Juow
AV ‘NYUHIL/IH13A MIN 315408 s Arypneyy Aq pastjeurs
SIIINIDV ANV SNI _;py Suraq s1e Aoy 243113q OYm
e qreifi,] OIULR AuI0fRW JO JIBYSq

2 _E ul'uosJy

NDIAN EXPrs .

<5 May gy

kS



~~Speight goes

By P. S. SuryanarayanaQ’

SINGAPORE, JUNE 3. The clock was put backwards in
Fiji today in regard to the much- promised release of
the political hostages including the duly elected
Prime Minister, Mr. Mahendra Pal Chaudhry. In-
stead of taking steps to set them free, the chief hos-
tage-taker and the “civil coup” leader, Mr. George
Speight, called on the new military rulers to quit the
centre stage first. The martial law authorities, too,
confirmed that an earlier agreement between them
and Mr. Speight had now run into rough weather.

Late in the night, Mr. Speight set a key new condi-
tion for the release of the hostages, even as some
indigenous people and ethnic Indians joined hands
in the western part of the country to campaign
against the ‘civil coup’ leader and as tension contin-
ued to run high following violence the previous
night. A nine-point ultimatum Mr. Speight outlined
included the demand that Ratu Jope Seniloli, a close
friend, be appointed President. The other demands
were said to include a general amnesty for the hos-
tage-takers and a reinstatement of the soldier-de-
serters who defected to his side.

The promise of hostage-release was held out by
Mr. Speight in the context of an accord he had reac-
hed earlier in the week with the head of the ‘Interim
Military Government,” Commodore J. V. (Frank) Bai-
nimarama. The agreement, in essence, was that the
Great Council of Chiefs, custodian of the rights of
the majority indigenous population, would next
Monday adjudicate the dispute between Mr. Speight
and Cmdr. Bainimarama about how the country
should be governed until the elections sometime in
the future.

The row itself was an offshoot of the coup the
military staged to negate the “civil coup” launched
by Mr. Speight to snuff out the alleged misrule by the

back on offér
Prime MinisteA &ging to the \;Su&)oﬂy ethnic In-

dian community apd restore the monopoly political
rights of the nativ

Responding to qugstions, the spokesman of the
Fijian military govertyment, Col. Filipo Tarakinikini,
told this correspondett today that ‘“‘some differenc-
es of opinion” had atisen in regard to the earlier
agreement between Cmdr. Bainimarama and Mr.
Speight. Although the two sides were still engaged in
discussions, the military spokesman indicated that
the planned crisis-busting meeting of the Great
Council of Chiefs was in doubt. Col. Tarakinikini
asserted that “the military is still the government of
the country” but he maintained that he *‘cannot say,
for the time being,” how long the Army would hold
the reins of power.

Mr. Speight exuded confidence in Suva today that
a scenario of the Army trying to overcome his resist-
ance by force “will never happen” as the primary
objective of his May 19 “civil coup,” namely the
political supremacy of the natives, was shared by the
military which, however, did not need state power to
maintain law and order. Mr. Speight said he did not
hate the ethnic Indians and cited as proof the re-
straint he showed by not seeking to liquidate the
Prime Minister and other Indian members of the
Fijian Parliament.

On a political note, Mr. Speight said: “'It is not a
mandatory requirement that I be the Prime Minister
or (that) I take any role. I am quite happy not to have
a part of it (the proposed new set-up sought to be
determined by the traditional chiefs).”

Meanwhile, India’s fact-finding team of senior
diplomats today left Suva after assessing the ground

realities.
Indians safe: w
”
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- %Ap(u hf]d in Fiji

THE RECENT ur)sL vd ,'(ms of the Fijian PFENIdLnt and of the
chairman of the Great Cquncil of Chiefs in the island cannot
but be seen as an unfortulate attempt to put the clock back.
Instead of calling upon the upstart coup leader, George
Speight, to surrepder unconditionally along with his gunmen,
both Ratu Sir Kamasese Mara and Sitiveni Rabuka have vir-
tually conceded his main demand for Prime Minister
Mahendra Chaudhry’s removal, The President and the chair-
man of the GCC may not have approved of the coup, but by
saying that “there is a lot of sympathy” for what Speight hay’
done, Rabuka has shown where his own sympathies lie. The
President has also backtracked from his earlier description of
the men in Speight's group as terrorists and is now saying that
he cannot ensure Chaudhry’s continuance in otfice.

Yeu, there can be no other solution, If the men in authority
join hands with the rebels to force Chaudhry to step down, it
would amount to legitimising the coup and undermining the
concept of law and order. What is more, it will mean the offi-
cial endorsement of the racist ideal which is behind the coup.
According to it, the people of Indian origin, despite their long
stay in Fiji and immense contribution to the island’s develop-
ment, must still be regarded as outsiders and treated as second
class citizens. The first cxpression of this belief was when
Rabuka toppled the Timoci Bavadra government which had a
sizeable Indian presence. He later recanted not because he
changed his view, but because Fiji became a virtual pariah
where the international community was concerncd, just as
South Africa was in the days of apartheid.

If Chaudhry is dethroned simply because of his origin, it will
| mean that Fiji will once again court international isolation.

The US, for instance, has already threatened it with sanctions
unless the democratically clected government is reinstalled.
However, more than Chaudhry's reinstatement, what is evi-
dently needed in Fij1 is to build a consensus on its multi-racial
character. It is for the leaders in high positions to make it
abundantly clear that the ethnic divisions cannot be allowed to
mar the island’s development as a united country. Apart from
the principle of equality, even from the practical point of view,
a community making up as much as 44 per cent of the total
population cannot be denicd political power without plunging
the nation into chaos.

L Lo I T
ﬂ : ”\!T?F VYR et o
ek, O P

> wmAr D



“xSQUARE ON
V Fili under martial law

N a way, the army takeover in Fiji was inevitable. Firstly,

the effort to arrive at a deal with George Speight and his
gunmen got nowhere because it was more or less apparent
that the Melanesian camp was divided among partisans of the
1997 multiracial Constitution and those who favoured a
return to some kind of Melanesian supremacy and also
because Speight, in the meanwhile, encouraged by the street
response, began having other ideas in which he, himself, fig-
ured prominently. Secondly, the situation in the street had
clearly gone out of control. Speight’s supporters rammed
through barricades, attacked the local television station, fired
shots behind the presidential mansion, holding out the threat
that more was to follow by way of demonstration of strength
until the President and the Great Council of Chiefs succumbed
and granted Speight what he wanted: abrogation of the 1997
constitution and a government headed by Speight himself.
Thirdly, Speight’s hoodlum tactics worked because of the sym-
pathy that he apparently enjoys within sections of the police
and the army. On the day Mara sacked Mahendra Chaudhry,
Speight was joined inside the Parliament building by a group
of army reservists. His men and supporters have been able to
move around the capital Suva, with impunity. The spectre of
an internecine conflict involving army units must have begun
looming large in the minds of the top brass.

So, the army has stepped in, in order to stop the violence
and end the political stalemate. The Constitution has been
suspended, martial law imposed and Ratu Mara’s son-in-law
— the daughter is being held hostage by Speight — has been
appointed Prime Minister. How the army proposes to deal
with Speight now is, for the moment, uncertain. They are talk-
ing and, apparently, agreeing with each other, but on what?
The military takeover is bad enough, from the international
point of view, but handing the country over to Speight and his
. thugs will be worse. The process of isolating Fiji has already
| begun: sanctions have been imposed by Australia, travel advi-
sories will put paid to tourism and expulsion from the
Commonwealth is certain. Speight has 30 hostages in ready-
to-shoot condition and can claim to be author of this particular
episode of Melanesian emancipation. The situation is volatile
and one will have to wait and see whether the new military
ruler, Commodore Frank Bainimarama, is really in charge.
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/;C’wealth, U.N. pressure on Sp—é_ight%

By P. S. Suryanarayana

JAKARTA, MAY 24. The United Na-
tions and the Commonwealth to-
day exerted moral pressure on
Mr. George Speight, the “civil
coup” leader in Fiji, to set free the
democratically elected Prime
Minister of Indian origin, Mr. Ma-
hendra Chaudhry, as a prelude to
a constitutional settlement of the
continuing crisis in the South Pg-

de Mello, and the Commonwealth
Secretary-General, Mr. Don
McKinnon, flying to the Fijian
capital, Suva, and holding talks
with the President, Ratu Kamisese
Mara, the focus today shifted to
the options before the global
community.

The U.N.-Commonwealth di-
plomacy of moral persuasion
punctuated Mr. Speight’s contin-
ued resistance to the “interna-
tionalisation” of the crisis, which
he sparked last Friday by taking

the Prime Minister and others
hostage. The U.N.-Common-
wealth trouble-shooters met the
captive Prime Minister and the
“coup” leader. Talks will be held
with Fiji’s paramount tribal chiefs

in Suva tomorrow, )
\Y]
A0 r ("’k

The Fijian %reat Council of
Chiefs met near Suva for a second
consecutive day but no formula to

defuse the crisis was agreed.

cific island-republic. “Q\ '\,S S

With the U.N. envoy, Mr. Sergio\

Although Mr. McKinnon said
he and the U.N. envoy were not
mandated to mediate an end to
the crisis, they not only transmit-
ted a message to Mr. Chaudhry
ut also tendered a piece of ad-
vice to Mr. Speight, according to
some foreign diplomats whom
the visiting dignitaries met in Su-
va today.

The release of Mr. Chaudhry
and other hostages was demand-
ed by the U.N.-Commonwealth
diplomats as the first priority.
They also indicated preference for

a solution in consonance with the
present Constitution.

U.S. backs Chaudhry Govt.
PTI reports:

In Washington, a U.S. State De-
partment official said the United
States continued to recognise the
democratically elected Govern-
ment of Fiji led by Mr. Mahendra
Chaudhry. “Washington contin-
ues to recognise Fiji's legitimate
government and any change in
government should be done only
through constitutional means,”
the official, Mr. Philip Reeker,
said.

India against violence

In New Delhi, the Indian Gov-
ernment categorically opposed
any change in the Mahendra
Chaudhry Government through
violence. The issue of Mr. Chaud-
hry being taken hostage figured
during the talks between the For-
eign Secretary, Mr. Lalit Mans-
ingh, and the visiting U.S. Under-
Secretary of State, Mr. Thomas
Pickering. i
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Hostages to be freed by

Monday, says Spei

Suwva, June 2 - Qﬁ\ﬂ

REBEL LEADER Georg
Speight said to he expected Fiji"
political hostages to be freed by
Monday.

"I am confident that this whole
crisis or crusade will come to an
end in the next two or three days,
certainly by Monday next week,
when the great council of chiefs
meets...Everything will be finalised
once and for all," the ethnic Fijian
nationalist told reporters.

The great council of chiefs —
which brings together more than
50 indigenous tribal leaders — will
rule on rival proposals from
Speight's self-styled Taukei civilian
government and the military forces
on who should run Fiji.

Former insurance salesman
Speight has held about 30 politi-
cians hostage at Suva's Parliament
since May 19. "We have a unified
resolve, the Army and ourselves to
" pursue solutions which we believe
in the best interest of our Fijian
people," Speight said.

Speight said he felt remorse for
holding the hostages, including
Fiji's first ethnic Indian Prime
Minister Mahendra Chaudhry.

"I do feel remorse from a

ht "V
humane per- g : ‘
spective, cer- ]
tainly. We do §
care for the
non-Fijian
groups in Fiji.
We believe they
have a role to

play” said George Speight
Speight. "No one ge Speigh

can come here this morning or sit
here and accuse me of being
racist.”

Mob in stand-off with Army: A
mob of around 100 men was
involved in a stand-off with troops
and police today outside the gate
of Fyi's Parliament, where around
30 politicians have been held
hostage. The mob — many armed
with clubs and sticks — tried to
move down the road towards Suva
township, but were turned back by
around 12 armed troops and
unarmed police.

The incident is the latest in a
series of skirmishes since a roving
mob killed a policeman and ran-
sacked state-owned Fiji TV on
Suniday night. It came just hours
after  Fiji's military  rulers
announced a breakthrough deal
with the leader of the hostage tak-
ers, George Speight. (Reuters)
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- Fiji chiefs back Mara

By P. S. Suryanarayana

JAKARTA, MAY 23. Fiji's Great Coun-
cil of Chiefs today supported the
President in his standoff with the
self-styled leader of the ‘“civil
coup”’. But the elders of the ma-
jority indigenous people, acting
as the final arbiters of the coun-
try’s political future, stopped well
short of propping up the besieged
Prime Minister belonging to the
minority ethnic Indian group.

Although no final decision was
announced by the Great Council
of Chiefs, which met near the cap-
ital, Suva, today, it became clear
that the Prime Minister, Mr. Ma-
hendra Pal Chaudhry, was being
marginalised. As a result, a battle
of wits began between the tribal
elders and the “coup’ leader, Mr.
George Speight, who did not also
free Mr. Chaudhry for yet another
day.

The continued captivity of Mr.
Chaudhry was frowned upon by

the elders and his release insisted
upon. Mr. Speight today freed two
hostages on grounds of their dete-
riorating health in captivity. (An
AP report from Suva said four
captives had been released).

The Council, it was said, would
resume its deliberations tomor-
row to try and solve the crisis.

Speaking on behalf of the
Council, Gen. Sitiveni Rabuka, an
erstwhile Prime Minister, indicat-
ed that today's deliberations
spanned the political-moral ques-

tion of how to set right a suspect-
ed wrong. (@A

Gen. Rabuka s (ath v¥ribal
chiefs “do not approve pf what
M. Speight has done”. The elders
could not bring themsdlves to
support Mr. Speight, despite the
signs of an emerging new ground-
swell of support among the ma-
jority population for his political
agenda. In the event, the caucus
of elders threw their lot with the
President, Ratu Sir Kamisese Ma-

ra, and endorsed h1s attempt to
engage the rebels led by Mr.
Speight to fashion a settlement.

While the elders were still grap-
pling with ways to engage Mr.
Speight, who called once again for
a political order that “enshrines
indigenous supremacy” in Fiji,
the
said he would be willing to “‘de-
part” from the scene, if the tribal
chiefs were to ask him to do so
and if such a demand were ac-
ceptable to the people .

Mckinnon for Suva
AFP reports from London:

The Commonwealth Secretary-
General, Mr. Don Mckinnon, to-
day headed for Fiji to press for a
speedy return to constitutional
rule following last week’s coup, it
was announced here. Mr. Mckin-
non is to break off from a meeting
with Commonwealth Youth Min-
isters in the Solomon Islands to
travel to Fiji.

businessman-turned-rebel !



/s/elght terms for fremMostages

By P. S. Suryanarayana \’{9/

SINGAPORE, JUNE 2, Fiji's ‘civil
coup’ leader, Mr. George Speight,
today made a conditional offer to
free the Prime Minister, Mr. Ma-
hendra Chaudhry, and others be-
ing held captive in the Parliament
building in Suva since May 19.

While the offer was in tune with
the hopes raised by the military
Government on Thursday, Mr.
Speight indicated. that release of
the hostages might hinge on his
becoming the Prime Minister un-
der a settlement to be fashioned
by the country’s Great Council of
Chiefs next Monday.

Though Mr. Speight said in Su-
va today that he would “let the
chiefs decide” whether or not he
should be made the Prime Minis-
ter, he was categorical about his
personal ambitions for the post of
chief executive. In his calculus,
there should be ‘no’ role for the
military, which seized power from
the President a few days ago and
proclaimed martial law, in any
formula to be worked out by the
chiefs. Mr. Speight and the mil-
itary ruler, Commodore J.V.
(Frank) Bainimarama, had agreed

on Thursday to a{lcthe country’s
traditional chiefs ty settle the dis-
pute about who should rule the
country following the “‘coup with-
in a coup.”

Mr. Speight said Cmdr. Bainim-
arama and he would “‘address the
situation of those who are de-
tained” — an indirect offer to set
the hostages free.

Jaswant on Fiji

The visiting External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, said
in Singapore today that “the
Commonwealth is seized of the
matter” and that New Delhi was
“in consultation with other Com-
monwealth countries, including
Australia and New Zealand.”

He cited the Commonwealth’s
“principle” that “a forceful un-
seating of a democratically-elect-
ed Government is not to be
encouraged.” He said he had sent
officials to Fiji to “‘see the state in
which our (Indian) mission is
there”.

Indian diplomats, Mr. S.T. De-
vare and Mr. C.P. Ravindranathan
began assessing the situation in
Suva in consultation with India’s

-omo - - 4 -
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resident High Commissioner,
Prof. Ishwar Singh Chauhan. Mr.
Devare described his mission as
“a fact-finding” exercise.

Asserting that there was no |

move now to close the Embassy,
Mr. Devare said the “morale” of
the diplomats and staff there “‘is
very high.”

U.S. considering sanctions

Even as the overall security sit-
uation in Fiji remained tense to-
day, with reports of stone- pelting
at the Parliament building and
the ransacking of the house of Mr.
Chaudhry’s son, a U.S. official
said it was ‘“‘uncertain when de-
mocracy will return to Fiji.” He
said the U.S. was “considering a
range of steps (sanctions) in con-
sultation with other nations that
could have serious impact on Fi-
ji’s international contact and on
outside assistance.”

Gunshots heard

AFP reports:
Gunshots were heard inside Par-
liament and a man, said to be a
Speight supporter, was rushed
away from the building in an am-
bulance, soldiers said.
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~Ethnic Fiji chlefs

\I’

want PM’s releas
AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE and REUTERS N)té v [ ;}\

SUVA, May 23. — The Fiji crisis took a dramatic tw1stha
when powerful Great Council of Chiefs representing 1nd1genous
Fijians urged coup leaders to release Prime Minister
Mr Mahendra Chaudhry and his Cabinet, as international
pressure against the rebels mounted.

A brief burst of automatic gunfire in the Parliament building
rang out earlier today, signalling a new heightening of tension on
the fifth day of the siege.

Coup leaders have admitted that Mr Chaudhry has been
roughed up during the ordeal and the acting leader of his coali-
tion government, Mr Ratu Tevita Momoedonu, said he had suf-
fered serious internal injuries. Former Prime Minister Mr
Sitiveni Rabuka, who himself led two coups in 1987, said he
doubted ringleader George Speight would bow to the chiefs’
demands.

“The chiefs don’t approve of what Speight has done though there
is a lot of support for the (ethnic Fijians’) cause,” Mr Rabuka said.
He said he had heard nothing to suggest that Mr Chaudhry had
been beaten up by the gunmen.

The council had adjourned for the night after deciding to support
the President, Mr Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, rather than
Mr Speight, a failed businessman. The council will discuss tomor-
row whether Mr Chaudhry should be reinstated or whether an
interim government should be installed to consider concessions to
ethnic Fijians, especially on land rights.

Rebels today released three of their captives. Those released
were a junior MP, Mr Michael Columbus, suffering from diabetes
and two doctors who went to Parliament on Sunday to check
Mr Chaudhry’s health.

Fiji’s neighbours turned the heat on coup leaders today.
Australia warned it would not accept any compromise that
undermined Mr Chaudhry’s elected government.

The USA has said the constitutional government in Fiji should be
allowed to continue and called for release of the hostages. “Any
unconstitutional seizure of power would be detrimental to Fiji's
standing in the international community,” the state department
spokesman, Mr Richard Boucher, said yesterday, adds PTT.

In Sydney, a UN spokesman said its East Timor envoy,
Mr Sergio Vieira de Mello, was heading for Fiji, meeting up
en route in the Solomon Islands with the Commonwealth
secretary-general.
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‘Speight re-opens talks with

W

army,

SUVA: Talks between Fiji’s coup
leader George Speight and the
country’s military over how the
Pacific nation should be ruled
resumed on Sunday a day after
discussions broke up without reso-
lution. - (l::\,] i

Speight left” the country’s
Parliament compound, where he
has been holding Prime Minister
Mahendra Chaudhry and most of
his government hostage since May
19, and headed for the army head-
quarters across town in Suva.

A short while later, Speight
could be seen talking in the bar-
racks to army leaders, who
declared martial law and assumed
executive power six days ago.

After an hour, military chief
Commodore Frank Bainimarama:
left the meeting, but Speight could
be seen still inside the building. A
statement from the army was
expected later.

Negotiations between Speight
and the military collapsed on
Saturday when his group issued a
new set of demands, including a
transfer of all executive power to
the Great Council of Chiefs, the
forum for the Pacific nation’s
indigenous tribal leaders.

Speight and his small group of
armed men, who seized
Parliament in the name of indige-
nous Fijians seeking an end to eth-
nic Indian Chaudhry’s rule, have
demanded an amnesty in return
for the release of the hostages.

The council is expected to
decide on Monday whether the
current military regime would
continue, or whether a civilian
government with Speight’s nomi-
nees aboard would be sworn in.

A Sydney report quoted Speight
as saying the Fijian military would
never attack the group who were
holding Fiji's Prime Minister
hostage.

“The army will never attack
Fijians, never,” he told Nine
Network TV from Suva in an
interview broadcast on Sunday.

But he questioned the army’s
motives for imposing martial law
and assuming executive power.

“It really looks like the army’s
come in at the twelfth hour to take
the cream, you know, off the top of
the cake, you know for their own
personal motives,” Speight said.

“One has to ask them. who are
they working for?”

Speight revealed that four
women hostages refused an offer
to leave.

“We ask€d the ladies. there’s
four, we Msked the ladies today if
they wiShed to go home today, or

stalemate continues

AP

p leader George Speight (right) embraces military negotiator Lt.
Col. Filipo Tarakinikini during a break in talks with the Fiji military at

the Queen Elizabeth barracks in Suva on Sunday.

sometime this weekend.” Speight
said.

“And they chose not to. They
want to stay.”

Speight said the hostages were
housed in good conditions and
they understood their positions.

“They are in a coup situation,
they understand that,” he said.

“They are anxious to leave, as
one would expect. But they will
remain here for as long as neces-
sary until these issues are resolved
on behalf of the Fijian people.

“Now, all I am saying is that ] am
going to finish the job.”

Speight expected the same inter-
national acceptance as General
Sitiveni Rabuka received after his
two 1987 coups.

“Two years later, evervbody was
patting him on the back; three
years later, he was. the Prime
Minister and he held power for
five, six, seven years until he lost
the elections in 1999." Speight
said,

“I'm confident in five years from
now, whether I'm on power or

not... Australian Prime Minister
John Howard will come and
shake my hand; he will, mark my
words.

“Australia will understand and
New Zealand will understand...
the hard line they've taken in
these last few days is expected, it’s
normal, what else can they say?”

Speight conceded that interna-
tional sanctions and. loss of
investor confidence caused by his
attempted coup could bankrupt
his Pacific island nation.

“It could be bankrupt but why
have money in the bank and no
control over your destiny?” he
said.

“I think once were unified, then
we cement those interests in our
country, Fiji will be very, very
quickly rebuilt much like after
1987.

“I don’t claim to have 100 per
cent unanimous support of all
Fijians in Fiji but I do claim that I
do have the overwhelming majori-
ty which is why I'm still here two
weeks later.” (arp)
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SINGAPORE, MAY 22. The political future of the Fijian
Prime Minister of Indian origin, Mr. Mahendra Pal
Chaudhry, today hung in the balance in the capital,
Suva, ahead of tomorrow’s planned crisis breaking
summit of the Great Council of Chiefs, the supreme

community of indigenous people.

By nightfall today, the signs were ominous for the
Prime Minister’s continuance in office, as both the
leader of the Great Council of Chiefs, Gen. Sitiveni
Rabuka, and the country’s President, Mr. Ratu Sir
Kamisese Mara, made it clear that Mr. Chaudhry’s
tenure might be abruptly terminated if such a politi-
cal denouement could help resolve the constitution-

Self-appointed Prime Minister of Fiji, Mr. George
Speight, conducts a radio interview via satellite
phone on the premises of Parliament House
in Suva on Monday. — Reuters

moral-political conscience-keeper of the majority.

PM threatened
at gun-point

o v

al crisis caused by a group of arn@n who were
holding him and several others hostage in the Parlia-
ment complex in Suva for the fourth consecutive
day. Mr. George Speight, leader of the armed group
and a self-styled architect of a presumptive ‘civil
coup’, raised the political stakes to a new high by
organising a show of support for his action within
the Parliament premises and by asserting that the
die was firmly cast against Mr. Chaudhry’s claims to
stay on in office.

Diplomats and observers in the Fijian capital and
elsewhere in the South Pacific region confirmed that
there were ‘“eyewitness accounts” on how Mr.
Chaudhry was today dragged out of the Parliament
House by the rebels holding him there and “threat-
ened” at gunpoint.

While the speculation related to either an internal
military-police action or even some external inter-
vention to save Mr. Chaudhry, he himself did not
suffer any physical harm as a result of his being
dragged out of Parliament today. There were “re-
ports” that some relatives of Mr. Chaudhry had
pleaded for military action by India.

The most outspoken commient was made by Gen.
Rabuka in his status as a leading decision-maker in
the current context of effortsto defuse the hostage-
crisis. Gen. Rabuka said: ‘‘I think it is that his (Mr.
Chaudhry’s) position right now is untenable. And, if
he feels for the country (and if) he sees (the) demon-
strations (against him) and the damage that hap-
pened in Suva — the destruction (in the post —
‘coup’ rioting) on Friday afternoon, he might feel
that he wants to step down.” If Mr. Chaudhry were
to resign “willingly”, that could still have a salutary
effect on the efforts to end the crisis, even if such a
step were to be seen as a response to what he had so
far endured in captivity, Gen. Rabuka hinted.

More significantly, the President, who had de-
clared a state of emergency and put the troops and
police on alert to checkmate Mr. Speight, said in
Suva today that he *‘cannot give (anyone) the assur-
ance’’ that Mr. Chaudhry would not be asked to quit
the centre stage. Mr. Mara said his intention, on the
eve of tomorrow’s conference of the Fijian chiefs,
was to ask Mr. Chaudhry for ““a possible solution” in
the light of “what has happened’ since Mr. Speight’s
action began.

Foreign countries warned

AFP reports from Melbourne:

Mr. Speight today warned foreign countries to stay
out of the country’s political turmoil. He could guar-
antee the safety of those detained if outsiders stayed
away, Mr. Speight told Melbourne Radio.
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E, JUNE 4. As the stalemate in the ne-
gotiatipns for the release of Fiji's elected Prime
Ministér, Mr. Mahendra Chaudhry, and other
captive} dragged on today in the tiny state’s
capital of Suva, the focus shifted to the talks on
a “draft accord” between the military rulers
and the hostage-taker, Mr. George Speight,
concerning an interim set-up “‘acceptable po-
litically and culturally” to the majority indige-
nous population.

On a different but related plane, reports of
increasing violence against the ethnic Indians
punctuated the calls by the natives themselves
for a secession of the western part of the main
island. The new discontent in the more pros-
perous western part was a reflection of oppo-
sition there to Mr. Speight’s political agenda
and methods in taking Mr. Chaudhry, first eth-
nic-Indian Prime Minister, and his Cabinet
colleagues hostage.

The military government’s spokesman iden-
tified the overall problem confronting the “au-
thorities”” at present as ‘“‘politically motivated”
and “politically connected”. Concern was ex-
pressed over the latest calls for secession ema-
nating from the western half of the main
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<" Focus shifts to ‘draft accord’ in Fiji

island. The importance of national unity was
stressed in the context of this threat.

Independent of this sour mood, sparked by
suspicions that the military was allowing Mr.
Speight to dictate Fiji’s political future, a new
protest by some unions gathered momentum.
The Fiji Cane Growers’ Association and the
National Farmers’ Union joined hands to de-
mand that the multi-racial Constitution of
1997, now abrogated by the military govern-
ment, be upheld. Native Fijian reports indicat-
ed that these two unions threw their weight
behind Mr. Chaudhry and endorsed his cre-
dentials as a duly elected Prime Minister.

Mr. Speight, sustaining his political brink-
manship for yet another day, insisted that the
military government, which in his view was
not acceptable to the native Fijians, should go.
The chief hostage-taker and “civil coup” lead-
er wanted his own nominee made the new
interim President. His other demands includ-
ed a categorical paramountcy of the majority
natives in politics, amnesty for himself as also
his associate coup- plotters, besides the rein-
statement of the security personnel who had
defected to his ranks.

The representatives of some political parties
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and trade unions had told senior Indian diplo-
mats, during their visit to Suva yesterday,
about the disquiet over a transparent move to
exclude the Indo-Fijians from the power appa-
ratus, according to a political version in the
Fiji today.

AFP reports from Sydney:

In an interview to an Australian TV channel
telecast today, Mr. Speight said the Fijian mil-
itary would never attack the group holding Mr.
Chaudhry and about 30 others hostage in the
Parliament House in Suva. “The army will

er attack Fijians, never,” he said.

But he questioned the army’s motives for
imposing martial law and assuming executive
power six days ago. "It really looks like the
army has come in at the twelfth hour to take
the cream, you know, off the top of the cake,
you know for their own personal motives,”
Mr. Speight said. “One has to ask them, who
are they working for?”

The ‘civil coup’ leader revealed that four
women hostages refused an offer to leave.
“We asked the ladies, there are four, today if
they wished to go home today, or sometime
this weekend,” he said. “And they chose not
to. They want to stay.”
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Spelght unrelenting, tussle on

By P. S. Suryanarayana N9~ ‘
SINGAPORE, MAY 21. Political tension mounted mﬂm
Fijian capital of Suva tonight as at least two shots
were reported to have been heard inside the parlia-
ment complex, where Mr. Mahendra Pal Chaudhry,
the democratically-elected Prime Minister of Indian
origin, and some of his Cabinet colleagues were be-
ing held captive for the third successive day by a
group of armed men led by Mr. George Speight.

There were no immediate indications of casual-
ties. According to the police version, the shots had
been fired in the air to end the day’s curiosity show
regarding the consequences of the ‘coup’.

Some Fijian officials and doctors, who visited Mr.
Chaudhry today following the news that he had col-
lapsed due to exhaustion and perhaps also a phys-
ical assault, said he was alright. The focus has now
shifted to the tussle between the President, Mr. Ratu
Sir Kamisese Mara, and Mr. Speight, even as the
President insisted that there was no room for an
illegal power-grab.

In a monitored address to Fijians, Mr. Mara said:
“There is no legal backing to what they (Mr. Speight
and his men) have done. I have the constitutional
right. I declared a state of emergency. And, parts of
Government, parts that make up the Government,
disciplined (military and police) forces, the civil ser-
vice, the judiciary are behind me.”

Mr. Mara’s statement indicates that he was hint-
ing at the possibility of some units of the military

| throwing their weight behind Mr. Speight, who

claims to represent-all the native Fijians despite his
part-European origin. -

S

It was in this context that Mr. Speight denied that
he had threatened to kill the elected Prime Minister
and others if they were to insist on retaining power
without transferring it to the ‘coup’ leaders. Howev-
er, the perception of a threat to the lives of Mr.
Chaudhry and his fellow-hostages was based on a
public comment by Mr. Speight himself. Reacting to
the idea of a military raid to free the hostages, Mr.
Speight said: “If they (the military forces) do so, you
know, they have actually taken a decision causing us
to jeopardise their lives (those of the hostages).”

(Reuters quoted Mr. Mara as saying he had reject-
ed a request to meet Mr. Speight. The President said
Mr. Speight had sent him an indirect message “that
if 1 didn’t follow what he says... he will start execut-
ing hostages one by one... I asked what he really
wants, [ was told that he wants me to step down and
allow his group to run the country.”)

On the perceived “torture” of the hostages, Mr.
Speight maintained that all the captive members of
parliament, “have been treated with the respect they
deserve.” He asserted he was “very careful” in this
regard. The other issue arising out of the demand by
the captives — that the President, not just Mr.
Chaudhry as the elected Prime Minister, should re-
linquish office — also caused confusion. There were
conflicting versions whether or not a few native Fi-
jian associations had pledged support for Mr.
Speight’s actions. Unofficial estimates by nightfall
today were that some 10 hostages, mostly parlia-
mentary staff, were freed by Mr. Speight. At least
another 30 are still suspected to be trapped in the
parliament complex.

Freed hostage's version: Page 13 -+

IHE HINDUY



4

y P. S. Suryanarayana el

SIN§APORE, JUNE 5. Australia today
conilemned the coup in the Solo-
mon\Islands in the South Pacific
. The capture of the Prime
Minister, Mr. Bartholomew Ulu-
fa’alua\by a group of armed men,
suspectéd members of a rebel Ea-
gle Force militia, earlier in the day
attracted much international at-
tention in the light of the contin-
uing coup-related crisis in Fiji in
the same region.

The rebels, who took Mr. Ulu-
fa’alua hostage and demanded
his resignation, were suspected to
have been emboldened by the
manner in which Mr. George
Speight, a ‘civil coup’ leader of Fi-
ji, had gone about in the last two
weeks in his country.

Commenting on the Solomon
Islands’ situation, the Australian
Prime Minister, Mr. Jol..1 Howard,
said in Canberra today, “‘we utter-
ly condemn the kidnapping of the
Prime Minister and the Governor
General (in Solomon Islands) by
armed militants with assistance
from elements of the police.” He
said Canberra’s concern over this
development would be compara-
ble to that over the continuing Fi-
jian crisis.

The Foreign Minister, Mr. Alex-
ander Downer, said any ‘real
judgment” on the new crisis in
the Solomon [slands would need
time to make. The Solomon Is-
lands’ Prime Minister had indeed
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_Australia flays\cotip |
in Solomon Islands

offered to resign last ‘week itself,
Mr. Downer said while noting the
latest developments with an ap-
parent connotation of inter- eth-
nic rivalries.

‘India ready to play

its part in Fiji’
NEW DELHI, JUNE 5. India today said
it was ready to play its part in
building international pressure
for restoring constitutionally-
elected democratic government
in Fiji.

Such international pressure
should be sustained, a foreign of-
fice spokesman told reporters in
response to questions and added,
“India is ready to play its part in
this"".

New Delhi has called for imme-
diate release of the hostages and
restoration of the democratically-
elected government and the con-
stitutional process.

It has also rushed a senior offi
cial of the External Affairs Minis-
try to Australia and New Zealand
for consultations on the evolving
situation in Fiji.

Mr. S.T. Devare, Secretary (Eco-
nomic Relations), also visited Su- |
va for a first-hand assessment of |
the situation. He will report to the
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, on his return to the
Capital tomorrow from New Zea!-
and. — PTI :
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o Crisis agamn m Fyi
EVER SINCE Colonel Sitiveni Rabuka staged a coup agailist
the democratically elected Timoci Bavadra government in 1987,
Fiji has been lurching from one crisis to another, witnessing\a
dogged competition between tragedy and farce. The late:
development is tragic not only because “Fiji is not yet ready fo.
an Indian Prime Minister”, to quote senior opposition leader
Jai Ram Reddy, but also because the putschists have made a
mockery of democracy in the island-nation. The latest violator,
George Speight, is the son of a close associate of the wily
Rabuka. A year ago, when the Indian-born Mahendra
Chaudhry took over as Prime Minister, following his victory in
the multi-party elections, one hoped that Fiji had left its
unsavoury past dominated by racial animus behind. That hope
has been belied. |

‘When Rabuka sought to change the farcical 1990 Constitution |
which had reduced ethnic Indians to the status of second class
citizens, it was presumed that he had learnt his lesson and was
rectifying the past error. However, it is apparent now that the
exercise was not motivated by a desire to restore racial harmo-
ny but was a delayed response to Fiji’s growing international
isolation and its grave economic difficulties. Now an attempt is
again being made to turn back the clock. The 1987 coup creat-
ed a racial divide. Even the present Constitution did not restore
racial balance in Parliament which was the hallmark of the 1970
Constitution. In a country where racial wounds are yet to heal,
the assault on a democratic government and the subsequent
anti-Indian riots are bound to widen the divide.

Fiji is not the only country where the presence of various eth-
nic groups has created problems. Even in Guyana and Trinidad
and Tobago, it has taken decades before ethnic Indians could
manage to have an important voice in political affairs. The cred-
it, however, goes to the success of parliamentary democracy in
the Caribbean, unlike in Fiji, where the economic achievements
of the ethnic Indians are resented by the Melanesians. Rabuka
described the Indians as arrogant and lacking in commitment to
their adopted country — a charge which had more venom in it
than truth, reflecting the customary paranoia of all xenophobes.
Chaudhry’s victory was largely the result of his efforts to broad-
en the support base of his party. It is time for the international
community to intervene to restore democracy. Only the
reinstatement of the Mahendra Chaudhry government will
enable Fiji to recover from the double blow of racial politics
and loss of democracy.
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FIJICOUP leader George Speight
today warned that he will shoot his
31 hostages, including Prime
Minister Mahendra Chaudhry, if
the military attempts to force their
way into the Parliamentary com-
plex where they are being held.
Rebels, rejecting a demand by
the military to lay down their arms
and release 30 politicians held
since May 19, said they would wait
as long as it takes to achieve their
goals. George Speight said he and
his supporters were “prepared to
pay whatever price in order to
cement our position... I can wait
here as long as I have to”.
Businessman Speight, with a
group of dissident soldiers and
+ other supporters, stormed Fiji’s
Parliament on May 19, taking the
country’s first ethnic Indian Prime
Minister Mahendra Chaudhry and

mos\ of his Government hostage
ight claims to be acting on

behalh of ethnic Fxpans

Talks' to free the |
hostages  broke
down today and the |

country’s military |

rulers said they

would no longer

listen to conditions
imposed by
Speight.

Taking his tough-
est stance yet in
Fiji’s hostage crisis,
the nation’s mili-
tary ruler,
Commodore Frank
Bainimarama, said |.
today that he will |

entertain no more Coup leader George Speight:
from Thug in disguise. Photo: AFP

demands

George  Speight

and won’t let him play a role in the
next Government. Bainimarama

said h was in firm control of Fiji
and urged Speight and his rebel
gunmen to take the “casy way out”

= by freeing the cap-
tives in exchange
for amnesty. .

But the Govern-
ment ruled out
storming the Par-
liamentary com-
plex, where
Speight has sur-
rounded the
hostages with army
defectors and civil-
ian supporters.

Speight has
allowed the Red
Cross to visit the
hostages and has
vowed to keep
them safe unless
the compound is
stormed. One of the hostages is the
daughter of sidelined President

reatens {o shoot hostages

Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara,
who stepped aside to allow the mil-
itary to take power on May 29.
“We are not here to battle anyone,
we have not even considered the
military option as a means of free-
ing the hostages,” Bainimarama
said.

“There has been a deadlo
the talks between the Republic of
Fiji military forces and George
Speight and  his  team,”
Bainimarama said in a statement
read over local radio stations.

“We will not entertain any more
demands by George Speight and
his men... We would like them to
leave, to have the hostages
released, return their arms so we
can bring back some normalcy to
our daily lives”.

Speight wants to handpick Fiji’s
next Government as part of his
plan to establish a new Constitu-
tion. (AFP)
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‘Gunmen _may kill

Fiji PM unless’),
Hesid%n%‘quits

But radio report says captive PM has
submitted resignation to his captors

By Paul Tait

SUVA: Fiji’s President said on
Sunday that gunmen holding the
country’s Prime Minister and
other politicians captive were pre-
pared to start killing their hostages
unless he quit as head of state.

However, Fiji Radio said that
Prime  Minister = Mahendra
Chaudhry had signed a letter of
resignation and would soon be
released. Three local reporters
were allowed inside the
Parliament complex late on
Saturday and said the Prime
Minister had a bruised right eye
after being beaten by his armed
captors.

President Ratu Sir Kamisese
Mara said he had rejected a

request to ‘meet would-be coup’

leader George Speight, who has
been holding Mr Chaudhry and
some of his colleagues hostage in
Parliament since Friday.

But Speight had sent him an indi-
rect message “that if I didn’t follow
what he says... he will start execut-
ing hostages one by one,” Mr Mara
told the nation in a televised
address. “When I asked what does
he really want, I was told that he
wants me to step down and allow
his group to run the country,” Mr
Mara added. “To that extent 1 will
not be able to comply.”

Speight has claimed to have
overthrown Mr Chaudhry on
behalf of indigenous Fijians. A
coalition of nationalist parties
backed Speight on Sunday, calling
Mr Chaudhry an “insensitive and
power hungry immigrant Indian
Prime Minister.”

But the President, the police and
the military have all supported the
elected government and Fiji's
trade unions have called a nation-
al strike on Monday in support of
Mr Chaudhry.

Speight led some ten civilian
gunmen into Parliament on Friday
and seized 45 hostages, but has
since freed about 30 of them,
including some MPs who signed
resignation letters in return for
their release.

Police pushed journalists a few
hundred metres back from the
Parliament gates soon after Mr
Mara’s aprouncement, sparking
specultion that intervention

might be imminent.

The website fijilive.com, run by
local journalists, said that around
the same time gunshots had been
fired in Parliament “as warnings to
police who have tried to enforce
Mr Mara’s instructions.”

But Mr Mara, whose daughter is
among the remaining hostages,
indicated that he still hoped the
crisis could be resolved peacefully.
“The action we want is for these
people to lay down their arms and
talk,” he said.

His daughter, Adi Koila Mara, is
Mr Chaudhry’s tourism minister.

Earlier local media announced
the Great Council of Chiefs, an
influential body in the Pacific
island nation, would meet to dis-
cuss the impasse on Tuesday, and
suggested this meant neither side
was likely make a major move
before then.

Colonel Sitiveni Rabuka, who
led a 1987 coup which toppled an
Indian-dominated government,
has been acting as mediator
between Speight and Mr Mara
and is expected to chair the coun-
cil meeting. The coalition of five
indigenous Fijian political parties
and groups who support Speight
delivered a petition to Mr Mara
earlier on Sunday, demanding he
dissolve Parliament and establish
an interim government of Fijian
National Unity.

“What we are saying is we real-
ly want to change the govern-
ment,” Jone Banube, a spokesman
for the small but vocal Nationalist
Taukei Movement, said at a road-
block outside Parliament House.

Fiji’s population of about 8 lakh
is made up of about 51 per cent
indigenous Fijians, 44 per cent
Indian-Fijians and five per cent
other races. Indians are economi-
cally more powerful than indige-
nous Fijians and dominate key
industries such as sugar.

Racial tension in the South
Pacific island state has increased
since Mr Chaudhry won power
last May. Part of the nationalist
petition demanded the revocation
of Fiji’s 1997 multi-racial constitu-
tion, so that only indigenous
Fijians could be Prime Minister or
President. (Reuters)

P See Edit: Time to Recoup, Page 10
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Spelght threatens to
. shoot hostages

By P.

SINGAPORE, WNE 5. Fiji's military
ruler, Commodore ]J. V. (Frank)
Bainimarama, today sought to
call the bluff of the “civil coup”
leader, Mr. George Speight, over
the captivity of the deposed Prime
Minister, Mr. Mahendra Pal
Chaudhry, and 30 others. Mr.
Speight responded by saying the
hostages’ lives could be endan-
gered if the military tried to res-
cue them by force. Q(\/{

Asked whether he’would shoot
the hostages if the Army tried to
free them, Mr. Speight said:"'That
could happen if they (the mili-
tary) force entry into this place”
(where the hostages are being
held).

With the discussions between
the “interim military govern-
ment”’ and Mr. Speight in his self-
proclaimed role as a ‘native-su-
premacist’ grinding to a virtual
halt today, Cmdr. Bainimarama
did some plain-speaking at a
press conference in Suva, Fiji's
capital.

He said the military’s “man-
date” was to restore normality in
Fiji. Without going into how the
mandate had been secured, he
said, ‘‘we (the military rulers) will
not entertain any more demands
by (Mr.) George Speight and his
men.” According to the military
commander, it was now “‘impos-
sible” to allow Mr. Speight to par-
ticipate in any new government
that could, if at all, be formed to
replace the present outfit and em-

powered to manage #die country
until an election was held some-

. Suryanarayana

time in the future, perhaps in
three years.

Cmdr. Bainimarama’s blunt ul-
timatum to Mr. Speight ended
several rounds of talks between
them even as there was no crisis-
busting meeting by the Great
Council of Chiefs — paramount
body of the natives with a moral-
political authority over the entire
country. The military demanded
that Mr. Speight's group set free
the hostages and lay down arms
for the solitary quid pro quo of a
complete amnesty for each of the
hostage-takers.

Explaining why Mr. Speight
could not be included in any new
government ahead of a future
poll, Cmdr. Bainimarama said the
European Union had already
“written”’ to him saying it “will
not buy any sugar from Fiji" if ei-
ther ‘civil coup’ leader or any of
his associates were to find a berth
in any transitional set-up in the
present circumstances. ‘‘Credibil-
ity” would be the watch-word as
and when a new government is
constituted under the overall aus-
pices of the present military Gov-
ernment, he said.

Meanwhile, even as Mr. Speight
ignored Cmdr. Bainimarama on
these issues and maintained that
the hostage- taking was a ‘“cru-
sade” for the native-Fijians, calls
for secession gained momentum
in the country’s western region.

The separatist tendencies were
traced to a disapproval of the
methods of Mr. Speight, who said
he was not about to turn over Fiji
to the ethnic Indians. They could
be granted some rights in a con-
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stitution he would outline in the
place of the now-abrogated mul-
ti-racial statute. A Fijian account
in Suva today was that some se-
cession-seeking chiefs in the
western division wanted to count
on what they saw as a possible
tacit support by the U.S.

Coup in Sol
«- lslands

SYDNEY, JUNE 5. Rebel gunme
manded the resignation of the So-
lomon Islands Prime Minister,
2 % Mr. Bartho-
lomew Ulu-
fa’Aly,
today after
M taking him

& hostage in
the capital
- Honiara in

e ; a coup. Mr.
Mr. Andrew Nori  Ulufa’'Alu
and the Governor-General, Father
John Lapli, were kidnapped by six
gunmen led by a Honiara lawyer,
Mr. Andrew Nori, while other re-
bel units combined with elements
of the police in seizing key instal-
lations. Mr. Ulufa’Alu, who is said
to have been seized at a police
station, and Father Lapli were un-
harmed but held in what Mr. No-
ri, leader of a group known as the
Malaita Eagle Force said, was
‘“protective care’'.

The coup followed months of |
ethnic tension and racial clasheg/
in which at least 55 people wefe !
known to have died or disap- |
peared while 20,000 others were °
forced to flee their homes. — AFP

Australia ﬂays coup: Page 13
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,, Fiji Stalemate

The confrotfayjon in Fiji between the army authorities and coup
leader George 3peight continues even as the commonwealth
ministerial action gtoup has sent out a clear signal that abrogation of
democracy will have political and economic costs for Fiji. The common-
wealth’s immediate goal seems to be to make further efforts to bring
Fiji to the democratic path rather than to impose economic sanctions
which would result in a breakdown of communications and cause hard-
ship to the common man. Fiji’s economy is heavily dependent on sugar
exports and if the commonwealth imposes sanctions and the European
Union were to follow suit, it would have very serious economic conse-
quences for Fijians. Within Fiji, the sugar industry is largely controlled
by the Indian Fijians, both at the plantation and processing levels. It
might be instructive for the current coup leaders to recall the aftermath
of Col Rabuka’s coup of 1987 which had resulted in the flight of capital
and skills from Fiji. Following this, Rabuka was forced to revise his earli-
er constitution to permit Indians to share power. In the ensuing elec-
tions, Mahendra Chaudhry was elected prime minister. Both President
Ratu Mara and the army are fully conscious of the economic conse-
quences of Fijian chauvinists defying the international community. The
commonwealth conference has decided to send a four-member team,
including the Australian foreign minister and others drawn from
Botswana and Malaysia. The despatch of the team should hopefully
strengthen the resolve of the Fijian army authorities to stand up to the
bullying tactics of the coup leader, George Speight. The army has taken
a firm stand that Speight will have no share of power in the interim gov-
ernment which is to function till the constitution is revised, and further
that he must unconditionally release the 31 hostages including Prime
Minister Chaudhry and other members of his cabinet.

George Speight does not appear to have majority support among the
chiefs who are deeply split. A meeting of the great council of the chiefs
has had to be postponed. The chiefs of the western part and the outlying
islands do not approve of George Speight and his conduct. Three mem-
bers of the armed forces who were with him in the hostage holding op-
erations in parliament have returned to the barracks. Speight may have
significant support among the native Fijians for his attempt to impose a
constitution which would deny power sharing to the Indian Fijians. It is
doubtful though if the majority of the population would go along with
that. It was this division among the native Fijians which enabled Prime
Minister Mahendra Chaudhry’s Labour Party to have a coalition with
sections of the native Fijians. His deputy prime minister belonged to the
Fijian Association Party. That verdict suggests that any revision of the
constitution to exclude the Indian Fijians from power sharing would
prima facie be undemocratic and unacceptable to the majority of the
population of Fiji. In the circumstances, the only democratic solution to
the crisis would appear to be for the army to hold fresh elections to en-
able the people of Fiji to express their views. Otherwise, a vocal minori-
ty of significant strength, and ready to resort to terrorist tactics would
get away with imposing its views on the entire nation.

_— —_ - .. -




_Fiji
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SUVA, May 20. — The Fijiak Prime
Minister, Mr Mahendra ChaudRry, has
resigned and will soon be releaskd, Fiji
radio said late tonight.

“Chaudhry has signed his resignation let-
ter, which will allow him home to his fami-
ly,” the radio said.

Earlier, Mr Chaudhry had collapsed
today with a bruised right eye after his
captors beat up and threatened to kill him.
Fijian TV showed pictures of coup leader
George Speight holding a gun to Mr
Chaudhry’s head.

There were reports that two doctors had
been allowed in to examine Mr Chaudhry

after the beatings. But the Prime Minister"

was apparently sleeping. One of a group of
MPs the gunmen released today said Mr
Chaudhry had been beaten up pretty
badly, but he was not seriously ihjured.
Hours ago, Speight had himself sworn in
Prime Minister by a man he appointed
interim President — one Ratu Jope

PM resi

Seniloli. He also announced a new cabinet
list made up of indigenous Fijians.

Outside, however, the Fijian army and
police had closed ranks behind Mr
Chaudhry, and the islands’ head of state,
Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, sworn to defend
the Constitution and foil the coup attempt.

“I want to state unequivocally that Fiji
police are the custodians of the law in Fiji
and respect the 1997 constitution,” police
commander, Mr Isikia Savua, said.

On TV, the President told the nation he
had assumed executive authority, and
would not bow to the threats of a “terror-
ist” group. “We wish to see the impasse
broken and the captives set free but ... the
perpetrators should not underestimate my
unshakeable determination to maintain
the integrity and stability of the state ....”

Chief of the Labour Party, Ms Jokapeci
Koroi, told reporters at the gates of parlia-
ment that the Prime Minister had col-
lapsed after beatings inside. Civilian
ambulances had arrived, but the gunmen

had turned them away, demanding a mili- -
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tary ambulance instead.

Ms Koroi is among those taken hostage.
Her captors allowed her to speak with
reporters today.

Mr Chaudhry was apparently beaten up
for refusing to call Mr Mara and tell him to
have the military removed from outside
the parliament building. Speight appeared
on TV holding a gun to Mr Chaudhry's
head, threatening to shoot if he did not call
Mr Mara. '

But Mr Chaudhry refused, telling Speight
to go ahead and shoot if he liked. -

Deputy Prime Minister, Mr Tupeni Baba,
then came on Fiji radio, supporting the
coup. Sounding confused and upset — prob-
ably under duress — he called for talks with
the new regime and an end to violence,

As Mr Baba spoke, Mr Chaudhry was
heard screaming in the background: “We
are not legitimising anything.” It was then
that Speight reportedly had the Prime
Minister hauled off and bashed.

In Washington, the US state department
condemned Speight’s takeover.



Speight ‘defle%

By P. S. Suryanarayana RQ

SINGAPRE, JUNE 7. Even as the sound of gunfire rever-
berated\outside the parliament complex in Suva sev-
eral hou\s after the Commonwealth decided to place
Fiji undey suspension, the self- styled “civil coup”
leader, MY. George Speight, today asked the orga-
nisation nyt to interfere in the country’s internal
affairs.

The brief exchange of fire between the army and
Mr. Speight’s supporters did not result in casualties,
but the incident accentuated a volatile situation.
With Mr. Speight refusing to respond positively to
calls by the military ruler, Commodore J. V. (Frank)
Bainimarama, for the release of the Prime Minister,
Mr. Mahendra Chaudhry, and others being held in
the Parliament House, the ‘civil coup’ leader’s de-
fiance of the Commonwealth complicated an al-
ready complex situation.

While the planned visit to Suva by a Common-
wealth team later this week was being seen by the
military government as an opportunity to portray
itself as a factor of stability at this stage, Mr. Speight
trained his guns on it. The “civil coup” leader was
not amused by the Commonweaith’s move of sub-
jecting him to a diplomatic squeeze over the hostage
crisis while actually recognising that Cmdr. Bainim-
arama himself was not the initiator of a coup and
that he had opposed Mr. Speight’s action.

Outside the parliament complex, Mr. Speight’s
supporters gave vent to their frustrations by trying to
“loot” (as the authorities claimed) a house opposite
the parliament building to get some food for the
hostage-takers and their supporters in the complex.
It was then that the troops fired warning shots and

Mr. Speight’s squads responded, but the sta/ng%ﬁ>
d

lasted only a few minutes. Foreign diplomats

Commonwealth -

observers in Suva, while confirming the incident,
said tension had mounted following the Common-
wealth’s decision — a partial suspension not
amounting any economic embargo.

Mr. Speight said he would ‘‘not accept” any Com-
monwealth team as a “mediator” because its mem-
bers ““can never understand the reasons’” behind his |
hostage-taking, such as the (alleged) political dom-
inance by the ethnic Indian minority. While he
would be “happy” to talk to a Commonwealth team,
he said the crisis was “a local issue that only Fijians
can resolve among themselves.”

i
The Commonwealth, on the other hand, said it
chose to impose a partial suspension only to encour-
age Fiji to restore democracy. Some of the steps tak-
en by Cmdr. Bainimarama, too, had impelled the
Commonwealth to lessen the intended blow on Fiji,
and these related to his refusal to hand over power or

share it with Mr. Speight.

|

J

\

At another level, the Australian Foreign Minister,
Mr. Alexander Downer, defended the partial suspen-
sion on these lines: “To impose significant economic
sanctions on Fiji would successfully destroy Fiji
economy... The people who would suffer (as a result
of an economic embargo) would not be the orga-
nisers of the ‘civil coup’ .. but the ordinary people of
Fiji, Fiji-Indians, indigenous Fijians who have noth-
ing to do whatsoever with the political processes.”

Pacific leaders |
to discuss coup i

TOKYO, JUNE 7. Violent coup attempts in Fiji and the
Solomon Islands will be top of the agenda at a key
meeting in Tokyo of Pacific leaders, government offi-
cials said today.— PTI / / /
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¢ Turmoil in Fiji \
iji is again in trouble. The armed coup against the eledted
government headed by Indian-origin Mahendra
Chaudhry, stunned the world which was just about getti
used to dealing with a constitutional government in Fiji. Busi-
nessman George Speight along with seven armed men stormed
Parliament and took hostage the first ethnic Prime Minister and
his Cabinet. Speight chose to give’the entire action a divisive
hue, by claiming that he was acting on behalf of the indigenous
Fijians who constitute a little more than half of the 800,000 pop-
ulation. Obviously Speight is not acting on his own initiative,
and has the backing of others. Who these others are will be
known only with time, but it is unfortunate that Fiji which is
struggling to revive democracy has been again brought into the
grip of those who do not believe in unity. Speight also has a per-
sonal score to settle with Chaudhry who had sacked him as the
head of the state-owned Fuji Hardwood Corporation. Speight
had been declared bankrupt. He has now claimed to be in touch
with former Prime Minister Sitweni Rabuka who took power in
Fiji through an armed coup in 1987. He was replaced 10 years
later by Chaudhry who got an overwhelming majority in the 71-
seat Parliament. Significantly, Speight has separated the Indian
and the indigenous Fijian MPs being held hostage, giving a
totally racial twist to the armed coup. President Ratu Sir
Kamisee Mara has declared a state of emergency, and the army
has moved into position. The police and the army still appear to
be wedded to the 1997 Constitution of the elected government
and the police chief has said that he will take orders only from
“ the President. Mara, so far, has been taking a constitutional posi-
tion but developments will really determine his position. Vio-
lence has definitely received an impetus with large scale looting
of shops and property marking the coup. Speight also held a gun
at Chaudhry’s head directing him to ask the President to move
the army away from the Parliament building. When Chaudhry
refused he was reportedly beaten up badly by Speight who
comes through as a man being driven by a variety of negative
motivations. India has joined Australia, New Zealand, the Unit-
ed States and others in condemning the incident which, accord-
ing to newspaper reports, has also been greeted with dismay by
the people of Fiji. Chaudhry was leading a racially mixed gov-
ernment, with the Indians and the indigenous community quite
happy with the three-year spell of constitutional rule. Speight is
clearly trying to appeal to the baser sentiments of people, and it
- now remains to be seen how the situation develops in Fiji. The
- President’s role will be crucial, given the police and army are
willing to follow his lead. India has done well in its initial reac-
tion expressing dismay and regret at the coup, and demanding
the immediate restoration of the elected government. It will have
to step up its efforts to create an international pressure block to

ensure that the President and others in Fiji do not entertain an
second thoughts, and act in unison to free the hostages/w%

restore Chaudhry in the Prime Ministers office. /

THE ASIAN AGE
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\&\N FIJI-INSPIRED GANGSTERISM \0\/

THERE IS A sickening similarity between the
happenings in Fiji and the nearby Solomon Is-
lands in the South Pacific. If a rash of such
eruptions are not to afflict the other islands,
which remain untouched yet by the trappings
of modernity, the international community
needs to immediately ensure that political
thuggery is defeated by whatever means. The
failure of the key sponsors of an earlier, equally
disastrous coup in 1987 to act effectively to curb
such misadventures in Fiji has apparently em-
boldened similar gangsterism nearby. The
Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group’s de-
cision to impose some punishment on Fiji will
be welcomed for the warning it sends out to Mr.
George Speight and his henchmen. The group
is to despatch a representative team of officials
to Fiji’s capital, Suva, to try and help the coun-
try back to normality and atterapt to fix a time-
table for a return to democratic rule. Its more
urgent task will be to save the lives of the ethnic
Indian Prime Minister, Mr. Mahendra Choud-
hry, and the others being held hostage by Mr.
Speight’s gun-toting rebel gang inside the Par-
liament building since their crude attempt at a
coup on May 19. The fortuitous developments
in the past week beginning with the takeover by
the armed forces have undermined Mr.
Speight’s position and reduced his bargaining
power. Having driven himself into a corner, his
options have narrowed considerably.

Growing international pressure and threats
of trade sanctions have begun to yield results.
The European Union has warned that it will
stop buying Fijian sugar, the main export, and
New Zealand and Australia have initiated simi-
lar action. The new military ruler, Commodore
Frank Bainimarama, has toughened his stand
against the rebels and now appears to have the
upperhand, helped by the fact that the coup
attempt has served to expose the divisions in
the Great Council of Chiefs, itself a-colonial leg-

acy which was propped up by the
the 1987 coup. Ranged on opposite sides are
those under Ratu Kamisese Mara who want ac-
commodation with the ethnic Indians and
those who oppose the grant of equal rights to
them. From the coup’s initial weeks when the
rebels had it all their way, with Mr. Mara, the
then President, surrendering to their dictates by
abrogating the multiethnic constitution, to the
present is a steep fall for Mr. Speight. The mil-
itary ruler now insists that Mr. Speight and his
group will have no role in an interim govern-
ment that will lead the country to elections and
apparently a new constitution. Better counsel
will then hopefully prevail and the indigenous
people will realise the continuing contribution
of the ethnic Indians, who are the apparent tar-
get of Mr. Speight and his gang. Another exodus
by this ethnic group can cripple the economy of
the island.

The current convulsions in Fiji and the So-
lomon Islands are a reminder that at the root of
such ethnic wrangles are issues of economic
empowerment — much unlike Fiji, the rebel-
lion in the Solomon Islands is said to be led by

S. during |

|
|
|

immigrants who have a dominant position in .

commerce and the civil service. But what must
worry the international community is the im-
punity with which democratically-elected gov-
ernments are toppled and their leaders taken
hostage at gunpoint by small groups of political
bandits. If it is a measure of the lethargy that is
afflicting international organisations, it also
highlights the absence of a mechanism by
which the global community can voice its opin-
ion. The past decade has witnessed the enor-
mous cost of this impotence in Africa, large
parts of which fell into the grip of terrible clan
warfare. This is the test for the international
community in Fiji: whatever else it does, it must
ensure that men possessed like Mr. Speight do
not succeed.
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SPEIGHT ANOINTS HIMSELF PM, FORMS CABINET

SUVA, MY 20. Fiji’s ousted Prime Minister, Mr.

Mr. Chaudhry collapsed, according to the La-
#bour Party president, Ms. Jokapeci Koroi.

Ms. Koroi, who along with other Cabinet
Ministers is being held hostage in the Parlia-
ment house, was allowed by gunmen to brief
journalists at the gates of Parliament. She said
civilian ambulances were turned away after
the gunmen demanded that mﬁry ambu-
lance be sent instead. lzf‘?\ﬂ

Earlier, 20 parliamentafy staffers were x’e-
leased, but no politicians, according to the
Government-owned Fiji Television.

Radio Fiji said Mr. Chaudhry was hauled off
and bashed after he interjected in a radio
broadcast from parliament in Suva where he
has been held since Mr. Speight — a failed
businessman — and a gang of 10 armed men
stormed the building Friday morning. Mr.
Speight was reported to have held a gun to Mr.
Chaudhry’s head and threatened to kill him
unless he called the President, Mr. Ratu Sir
Kamisese Mara, to order the military away
from Parliament.

Fiji Television reported that Mr. Chaudhry
— the nation’s first ethnic Indian Prime Minis-
ter elected exactly a year ago — told Mr.
Speight to go ahead and shoot. Mr, Mara is-
sued a warning to Mr. Speight that he would
not bow to threats.

“We wish to see the impasse broken and the
captives set free but we will not bow down to
threats and coercion,” Mr. Mara said in a
broadcast t?e‘ﬁation. The President did not

George Speight

refer directly to the possibility of military ac-
tion to free Mr. Chaudhry, but said he had
held further talks with the armed forces and
police.

Mr. Chaudhry has not spoken publicly since
the coup but was pushed back inside Pt
ment by Mr. Speight as he shouted **
legitimisinginything" to local

The coupN\eaders were swerfi in heads of an

Chaudhry beaten up, collapses

interim Government with Mr. Speight, son of a
Fiji Opposition MP, declaring himself Prime
Minister in a nine-member ‘cabinet’ during a
low-key ceremony broadcast on television
from the parliament building. Fiji Television
said the leaders of the legal Government
handed over authority shortly before the
swearing in, but only after a gun was held to
Mr. Chaudhry’s head. It remains unclear how
much support Mr. Speight has within Fiji.

The self-anointed Prime Minister told re-
porters he had been negotiating during the
night with former Fiji Prime Minister, Mr. Siti-
veni Rabuka, who staged an armed coup and
took power in 1987. Mr. Chaudhry defeated
Mr. Rabuka with an overwhelming majority in
the 71-seat Parliament last May.

The Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Tupeni Ba-
ba, earlier urged the military not to launch an
action against Parliament to free the 45 hos-
tages, including parliamentary staff, being
held. “We believe that the Army must not be
allowed to intervene offensively,” Mr. Baba
said in a statement read with Mr. Speight and
Mr. Chaudhry at his side outside the parlia-
ment building.

At a news conference earlier today, the mil-
itary and police pledged their backing for Mr.
Mara, who declared Emergency on Friday.

Unfortunate: Vajpayee

In New Delhi, the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B.
Vajpayee, described the attempted coup de
etat as “‘unfortunate”’ and l6ped democracy
would return to the natjefi as early as possible.
— Reuters, AFP, P
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Vg omon rivals fail to
¢ on, 14-day truce

5
§Asso TenpRESS /> ,,1,,\\ AN
\

I WELLINGTON, June 9. — Warring rebels in tl{s’ Solomon Islands
{ tdday failed to agree on a 14-day truce, a New Zealand official

aid. The Prime Minister was earlier freed from house arrest.
i/ The factions signed a two-day ceasefire to allow the weekend
' visit by the foreign ministers of New Zealand and Australia and
" other dignitaries.
indigenous militants from the main island of Guadalcanal,
known as the Isatabu Freedom Movement, were willing to sign a
14-day ceasefire, but a rival group from Malaita island refused,
said the New Zealand High Commissioner Mr Nick Hurley in the
Solomon Islands. A Malaita band of guerrillas, calling itself
Malaita Eagle Force, has gained an upper hand this week through
the seizure of machine guns from the Solomon Islands armory.
¢ Isatabu rebels use mostly single-shot rifles and home-made guns.
Isatabu rebels are trying to push the Malaitans back to their
home island, but the Malaitans are fighting to stay in
Guadalcanal. They have been attacking one another for 18
months, and at least 50 people have been killed or gone missing
recently, with 20,000 forced out of their homes.
No fresh fighting was reported today between the two sides, who
have established a frontline east of the airport outside Honiara.
The Australian navy, meanwhile, has wrapped-up an operation
i to evacuate hundreds of frightened foreigners from Honiara,

THE STATESMAI"

10 jun2m




P \

2y MAY 2T

THE HINDUSTA

@1 peBpliqeun eyl
woo sewnueisnpdiymmm

‘pies sy10dor BIpaW [B0] S1eSamn,
sem Sutop 219m A9y} Jeym usur 3y}
pioy epbesuny esiuady I1oyeadS
a[Iym ,S1E3S INOK p[oy, 03 SJ Sty
[191 03 presy seam Amjpney) JN

-yuowrerfred
30 staquow uonsoddo pug jusuw
“u10a08 Y10q pazIdS pue AepiL]
uo Apes STuip(ing juswelied
o) ojul isIng SOFU  jmesse
[PV YNA pIullIe USW U9AIS
eyl dJv pioy s1auoedar jedoy
1LY Jo
ardoad snouafipur 9y} &q pasop
se ] jJo Anunod ay) Jo SIERe
oy ut je Joj pue aouo aueyo
J0] uonepunocj oYy, Aej 01 sem
dnos oy jo ssodind oy pres oH
‘spuey
SIY U] 40U SeA [OJJUOD SAIIMOIXD
pue i{ig jo ajdoad snouadiput oy}
j0 1sonbaz oy 1B UONNIISUOD Y)Y
payoaal pey dY pies 1ySadg I
‘JoisTUTW witid WILIS)Ul paurey us

‘o[ Vn___zo 1opun Apjuasino st 11y
Jey} sounouue 0} oY p[nom [, p?
-110da1 sem payspoo[q ou SutuLIg

$S91 a3 Sunmp Sulpjing jusWelIed Y}
pres 1ySads I woij pIeay 2Iem sjoUs ysnoyi[e
SI pue oW S Je ooe[d Ul ST jeyl  pue Jnd OS[E dIam SAUI| JuoYd

URIIALD 1) JO [OIIUO0D -f11adoid 103101d 0] BANG
ay) pue[fed pue Yo3q 3y} je UlewWal  SSOIO0E JNO pauley pey SIaIp[os pue
s Inq aarssed o1 oym ‘sa0l0]  ‘pres SassamlIm ‘MALIND 3Y) IDIOJUD
powe JO 2ouelsisse 3yl Yim 01 Ul pIsow sorjod se Buruaad

A3NIA £g dtydesD

“Axun) |eUOnEN JO Aed ap pue Aued UORBI00ssY

‘uerl4 eul Jo BunsIsuod ,LonKeo) $8xi03d,

o AQ panioddns sem 3 *666T AB Ui Janod
uom Aied N0GET ueili4 SAUPRBLD BIPUSUSH ©

"$189% 208)-Uad0 G PUB S0 JOUN0 D3I

‘DuRISE UBWNIOY QU0 ‘UeIpu) BT ‘1808 Ueifld €7

10 6N Bpew ‘PALaI WAWSNEd 1868-T B P8
SEET Ut PIONPOAU| FBM LORMASUO) MU Y o

e * LGBT ) SON00 AIEHHU O D3| BHNGRY IUBAS o

mwmccﬁ%&. p

fr— e 14 01 poyenes suRpY) 000'ED
- 1n0Ge ‘81094 O 1%eU ) L) "088T YL

N0GRY JO @0IN08 JWELIONL U aWedeq BIPU] &

..... . ’

uBas) JYREd NOS | yuyneny

euopates MmN AUBI010M08 PIPIO UG V18T Ul o
eBuot O B 900} YN0 %G Pue
Pt BKG | sumilly-ueipu| %ty ‘SuRilid SHOUSBIDU B8 %TG
! eowes TENUEA N HsainBy TSBT) 000'00'8 LONEINdOd o
, ABQUM sy 1S] LIOWOS moca.aswz .
R S e Ivd Irfid

aandeo uae)

4

o &
e 7
Aq wifes sem uonenyIs YL
‘a1doad Sunyoene
pue sauois Suimory) uedaq )i}
2I5ym lusuIer[Ied 0} payoJeul os[e
pey juswuioaod sArypneyd IW
sureSe s101s9101d pres AL g
‘suonejueld redns us Jrom
0) KImusd yigT 21e[ SYy) ul 213y
1yFnoiq SISINOQE] JO SIUBPUSISIP
oY) ‘sueipu] owd a1e juadred
yy pue ueilly owuyla aIe 1uao1ad
16 ‘ardoad yye| g punoie sifig JO
"syjuowr
10] FULISWILITS US9Q JABY SINIUN
-0d ueIpu] pue uelft] snoudsIpul
211 USIMI3( SUOISUI) DIUYID AIFYM
‘gANg Ul $Issaulsng UeIpul pd
-1081.) SI19100] 9} PIeS SISSAUWIM

wfadg ofi08n  Aypneyd
Jopesj dno),  eipuayelN Wd

“aze[qe 198 a19m sSUIp[ing pue Jno
ayo1q Sunoof se [eirdes ay) Suteay
uedaq ojdoad payuIay Jo spues
-noy) ‘Sedpeolq dIdm 19A09YE)
oy jo suodar 19)e  U0OS
ySreds
I Aq pajeisul suuidao8 Aue

dY :010Ud "BuIBA0Y AR
pauajysiay UOISUa) JIUYD By

10] uony §0oa1 Ino pajnt eISAR[EIN
pue uoiiemyis 9y} Fuliojuow
sem 3 pres uedef ‘s1eak g1 W dnoo
payy LI, fAUWSPUOD EBl[EIISTY
pue ‘puggaz MON ‘BIPUI
*I9)SWTN dUILlg UBIpU] d1UyId
)1 sHi] se uonddPR sAypey)

vy BU} JO MOIYLBAO B} Suimojio)
Aeplig uo eANG U suing Buipling v

I Jo A csidaluue  3sIy Y
UO POp[OJUN $JUSAS JJRWERIP Y,
udradg weg g uonisoddo
ue jo uss palednpa-S) Yy pue
uewssauig [ed0] B ySiadg W
pres L[ U JUSWIUISA0S UOHI[EOD
PI[FINOQET Y JO MOIYMRA0 )
ur payjnsar sey dnod 11 1RYL,
. ‘Jouiqed siy pu - Ypneyn
RIPUSYRA IQISTUIA SW.fy PIZISS
pue JUSWelJe] PIULIOTS USWUNg
poysew uoass 1aye pres JySradg
281090 1opeo] dnoo i1 Jo
sjdoad snousSipur sy} Jo Jjeyaq uo
dnod [IAID B PaINdoXs dABY IM,
-fouag1awa Jo S18Is 2Y) Yiim Suole
MaJInD € asodult 01 BIEJA] 9SASIIEY]
IS njey 1udpisayd -pardwoxd
pue [endeo syl Ul syorne UOSIE
pue Sunoo| Jjo payreds dnod AL,
-suerfr, snouaipur
j0 oureu ayj ul Jomod pawre[d pue
puIqR) Sy pue IS dwiid
URIpU] OWY)d SUOTEU OIIOR] I}
pozies wowung X e foual
-JoWId JO 9jBlS B PIAIB[OIP
fepoy INAAISTId ST

ST A2 ‘eans
div



wh-
SINGAPORE, JUNE 6. As the crisis in Fiji ovef the
continued captivity of the Prime Ministerj Mr.
Mahendra Chaudhry, and 30 others remgined
unresolved, the military ruler, Commodére J.
V. (Frank) Bainimarama, today discounted the
option of using force to rescue the hostages in
the context of the intransigence by their cap-
| tor and self-styled *‘civil coup” leader, Mr. Ge-

! orge Speight.

Following Mr. Speight’s threat to shoot the
hostages in the event of a rescue effort by the
military, the disinclination of Cmdr. Bainim-
arama to free them may have somewhat eased
the threat to the lives of captives at this mo-
ment.

y P. S. Suryanarayana

Cmdr. Bainimarama cited the hostages’
safety as the prime reason for his reluctance to
mount an armed operation against Mr.
Speight. In a statement in Suva today, he said
the “copcerns” of the hostage-takers would be

R/ ———

/Bgescue operation ruled out in

“addressed and reflected” in a “‘new Constitu-
tion” planned to be drafted. These “‘concerns”
pertain to the stated objective of according
political primacy to the majority natives as
distinct from the minority ethnic Indians.

Noting that the “‘concerns’ of “all the Fi-
jilans” as also those of ‘“‘the community at
large” would be addressed as part of an exer-
cise to frame a new Constitution, Cmdr. Bai-
nimarama urged the hostage-takers to release
their captives and lay down arms in exchange
for a total “amnesty”’.

If there was a political message in seeking to
address the “‘concerns’’ of “‘the community at
large,” Cmdr. Bainimarama did not make that
explicit. He cited the possibility of “interna-
tional repercussions” as the reason for want-
ing to keep Mr. Speight out of any interim
government that might be formed in the fu-
ture. Cmdr. Bainimarama indicated that the
military.could not give up power in these un-
certain circumstances.
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At a press conference in Suva, Cindr. Bai-
nimarama was quoted as saying that the mil-
itary would try to bring peacc and stability
during the next three months and then ap-
point an interim Prime Minister as also a tran-
sitional government mandated to frame a new
Constitution and call a general election. This
new timeframe would not, however, negate
the military’s earlier plan of being at the helm
for about three years to oversee the transition.

On the issue of securing the hostages’ re-
lease, the military ruler said he would seek to
use the influence of the people, especially the
native chiefs, to force the pace.

At least three military deserters, who had
earlier defected to the ranks of Mr. Speight,
were reported to have rejoined the Army today
in response to Cmdr. Bainimarama's call to do
so. There were also accounts of how the anti-
Speight groups had begun to mobilise them-
selves in the more prosperous western part of
the main island.




Ethnic Indian PM
- ousted IllgFIjI coup

\
By P. S. Suryanarayana MO

BANGKOK, MAY 19. In an apparent
‘civil coup’, the first ethnic Indian
Prime Minister of the South Pacif-
ic island-republic of Fiji, Mr. Ma-
hendra Pal Chaudhry, was today
ousted from power. A state of
Emergency was proclaimed by
the President, Mr. Ratu Sir Kami-
sese Mara, to control the rioting
that broke out after the announ-
cement of a political ‘change’. A
night curfew was also reported to
have been clamped in the capital
town of Suva. However, it re-
mained unclear as to who really
was exercising power.

Mr. Chaudhry, leader of the La-
bour Party, was elected Prime
Minister in the country’s first poll
held last year under a democratic
and non-racial constitution that
was promulgated in 1997. Ethnic
Indians constitute nearly 44 per
cent of the population and con-
trol vital economic interests,
while the native Fijians have often
wanted a greater share.

Mr. Chaudhry’s election was
seen as the first step towards the
stabilisation of an orderly ar-
rangement for power- sharing by
the two communities in a reversal
of years of political and other ani-
mosities between them.

The crisis in the island-nation
remained far from clear, as at-
tempts to reach Suva were unsuc-
cessful. What was not in doubt,
though, vythat Mr. George

Mr. Mahendra Pal Chaudhry
(File photo)

Speight, the presumptive leader
of an armed group that claimed to
have seized power, went on rec-
ord to say that Mr. Sivatolu had
been nominated to ‘‘carry out the
duties of interim Prime Minister.”

According to Mr. Speight, “ci-
vilian rule is still in place” and the
new “interim Prime Minister”
would soon constitute a transi-
tional Cabinet.

While these remarks signified
that a ‘civilian coup’ had taken
place in Suva, the Army, dominat-
ed by the country’s majority in-
digenous population, was
reported to have taken up posi-
tions after the constitutional
Head of State promulgated an
Emergency. It was not known

whether the rioting had resulted
in casualties.

There was no authentic indica-
tion of any resistance by the ‘de-
posed’ Prime Minister and his
Cabinet colleagues or of injuries
to them as they were taken hos-
tage by the group led by Mr.
Speight at the Parliament com-
plex in Suva.

Shortly after the ‘takeover’, the
former Prime Minister and an
erstwhile coup leader, Gen. Siti-
veni Rabuka, was reported to
have gone to the parliament, but
his equation with Mr. Speight,
son of a politician opposed to the
Chaudhry Government, remained
a mystery.

Shops looted
AP reports from New Zealand:

Diplomats in New Zealand,
monitoring the situation, contin-
ued to characterise the sequence
of events as a ‘hostage situation’
rather than a coup, saying the Ar-
my had not actively supported the
takeover of power.

“The Army remains in its bar-
racks and the police and military
are still believed to be supporting
the rule of law,” the Foreign Af-
fairs Ministry spokesman said.

However, local media reported
that youth went on the rampage
in main streets of Suva and looted
shops About 5,000 people gath—
ered in front of the Parli
cheering in supporters~of the
coup.
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olomon Islands’ PM agree

/to Tesign to end conflict ©

[ SYDNEY: Solomon Islands Prime
Minister Bartholomew Ulufa’alu
has agreed to resign to head off the
threat of civil war in the tiny Pacific
island nation, his goverpment an-
nounced on Tuesday. E‘:\

After a day of talks wi cabi
colleagues and leaders of the rebe
group behind an attempted coup on
Monday, Mr Ulufa’alu “indicated
his willingness to resign if his resig-
nation is the price of peace,” minis-
ter for state Alfred Sasaako said.
Parliament will be reconvened
around June 16 to accept his resig-
nation and consider who will suc-
ceed him.

Mr Ulufa’alu’s decision came as a
gunbattie erupted between rival
armies on the outskirts of the
Solomons capital Honiara.

At least four fighters were
wounded in the three-hour battle
between the Malaita Eagle Force
(MEF) and the Isatabu Freedom

. shooting.,
13 32 A1 B

Movement (IFM) for control of
Honiara’s Henderson Field inter-
national airport, local ragdi
ed.

MEF rebels led b
lawyer Andrew Nori kidnajped Mr
Ulufa’alu on Monday and\seized
key installations, including a gov-

‘ernment communications centre

and the entire police armoury.

Mr Sasako said Nori, who attend-
ed talks with the cabinet, had
agreed to withdraw a ultimatum
demanding Mr Ulufa’alu’s resigna-
tion within 48 hours with the threat
of undisclosed consequences if he
failed to resign.

Meanwhile, fighting between ri-
val ethnic militia groups broke out
around the airport outside Honiara
on Tuesday, New Zealand officials
said.

“We have had reports of fighting
around the airport between Malai-
ta Eagles and the Guadalcanal-
based resistance movement,” for-
eign affairs spokesman Brad Tat-
tersfield said in Wellington.

A spokesman for New Zealand
foreign minister Phil Goff said he
had heard there had been a lot of

=71 JUN m



Sierra Leone rebels\t/ key town

REUTERS&DPA " o gLfo\ w\ §

LONDON/NAIROBI, May 10. — Slerr;\{:eone
today urged Britain to commit combat trobps to
enforce peace in the West African country, say-
ing London was not doing enough to end the vio-
lence in its former colony.

From the strife-torn country came reports of
thousand of civilians fleeing towards the capital
Freetown to avoid advancing rebels, BBC said.
The flight followed the capture by Revolutionary
United Front rebels of the strategic town of
Masiaka, 55 km from Freetown, the report, mon-
itored in Nairobi, said.

“If the British government and British military
provide significant support with men and mate-
rials to the UN force, the whole situation will
change very quickly,” Sierra Leonean informa-
tion minister, Mr Julius Spencer, told BBC.

Mr Spencer said Britain should take the lead in
ending “major discrimination” against African

countries when it comes to peacekeeping. Britain
has sent troops to evacuate Britons and other
nationals from Sierra Leone but has stressed
that its troops are there only to secure the safety
of evacuees. :

“The Sierra Leone public expect much more
than what the British seem to be giving,” Mr
Spencer said.

“It is disturbing for us because it seems like
there is indeed some major discrimination in the
way world peace is being kept when it comes to
African countries.

“The British government has been very helpful
to Sierra Leone, but we are in a crisis situation
now and we believe that the British can play a
very leading role and ... redeem the image of the
UN,” Mr Spencer said.

. As the rebels took Masiaka, government troops
and pro-government militia were reported to be

patrolling Freetown in readiness for an offensive
on the capital.

THE STATESMAN
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_Solomon Islands PM
freed, Wiol}l lose post
AN L %\}o

SYDNEY, June 7. — Mr Bartholomew Ulufa’alu, Solomon Islands
Prime Minister, was released today even as rival guerrilla armies
fought a five-hour pitched battle for control of the international
airport.

The island nation faces the threat of a civil war despite Mr
Ulufa’Alu’s offer to resign. He was released on condition that the
Parliament will remove him from office by next Thursday,

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

reporters said.

Several thousand men took part in the battle for control of the
airfield as it became the focal point of the conflict
between indigenous militants of Guadalcanal Island and
Malaitan settlers. ,

Malaita Eagle Force leader, Andrew Nori, said around 50-100
members of the rival Isatabu Freedom Movement were killed in
the fighting.

The toll, however, could not be independently confirmed.

MEF rebels and their paramilitary police allies detained Mr
Ulafa’alu at gunpoint when they seized Honiara on Monday.

“Everybody here, I think, including MEF members, is hungry for
peace ... (and) restoration of normalcy,” Nori said.
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/M U.N. hostages issue draws glolﬁ ire

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAY 5. The United Nations Securi-
ty Council has condemned the violence and
hostage-taking involving its peacekeepers in
Sierra Leone.

The Clinton administration has also warned
the rebel leader, Mr. Foday Sankoh, that his
amnesty may have run out as he has violated
the peace deal signed in Togo last year.

After expressing concern and unease in the
last few days over what was taking place in
Sierra Leone, the United Nations has sharp-
ened its tone on the goings-on in Sierra Leone,
bluntly telling the rebel leader of the Revolu-
tionary United Front (RUF) that he should
stop harming the United Nations peacekeep-
ers.

The U.N. now says that the estimated dead
Kenyan soldiers in the mission is four and not
seven as originally feared, and that 92 peace-
keepers — including 23 from India — have
now been surrounded and taken hostage.

On Thursday, the Security Council formally
condemned the violence and the Secretary-
General, back from a trip to Africa, said that
the leaders there have told Mr. Sankoh to stop
his fighters from harming the United Natjons
troops.

“They (the African leaders) have tried to im-
press on him (Mr.Sankoch) the seriousness of
the situation,”” Mr. Kofi Annan said. The U.N.
chief further noted that he had spoken to the
leaders of Nigeria, Mali, Liberia, Bukirna Faso,
Togo, and Libya.

Several of these leaders have already sent
their special envoys to Freetown.

The crisis in Sierra Leone started after the
United Nations refused to hand over to the
RUF some of their former colleagues who had
gone to a disarmament centre to turn in their

weapons. The rebels were keen on knowing
the whereabouts of their former comrades but
this information was not shared.

The United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone,
known as UNAMSIL, will reach its full strength
of 11,000 peacekeepers by this July, when it is
set to become the largest operating in the
world. Even before the present crisis broke
out, an additional contingent of some 2,000
troops were expected from India, Bangladesh
and Jordan.

The mandate to the peacekeepers is to en-
sure that the peace deal signed is observed,
and to oversee the demobilisation and disar-
mament of an estimated 45,000 rebel fighters.
The rebels are said to be resisting because the
areas they operate are rich in diamonds, the
clandestine operation that funds their activ-
ities.

No request for troops

In Washington, the Clinton administration
is making it known that it is indeed watching
the developing situation very carefully, but
made it known that at this time there was no
request for ground troops from the United
States.

“We don’t anticipate one, we're not consid-
ering one, nor would we think one is neces-
sary. In this case we're prepared to consider
ways to support the U.N. and make sure the
U.N. out there can do its job,” said Mr. Ri-
chard Boucher, the State Department spokes-
person. But nothing has really been ruled out
by the United States, including the participa-
tion in a rapid deployment force in coordina-
tion with other countries.

In praising the United Nations for the man-
ner in which this crisis was being worked out,
the administration is saying that Washington
will be discussing with the world body on how

to make the interriational effort “‘as effecnve

as possible.”

The United Statey has said that Mr. San-
koh’s amnesty may have run out. By killing
four United Nations feacekeepers and taking
several hostages, the gdministration is main-
taining that he has viplated a peace accord
signed in Togo last Juliwhere the rebel leader
agreed to halt the civil war which saw brutal-
ities beyond belief.

“The key point ... is that there was an am-
nesty attached to the Lome Agreement and he
was given a second chance, and any actions
that take place after that could invalidate or
risk losing that chance,” the State Department
spokesperson argued.

Meanwhile, the United Nations is saying
that the rebels holding hostages would be
prosecuted.

NEW YORK: Sri Chinmoy's New Record: On
Thursday the 69-year old Sri Chinmoy set a
new world record in New York City by lifting
1050 pounds in the seated calf raise machine
over one inch high. The unprecedented feat of
strength which completely isolates the calf
muscles on a standard exercise machine as-
tounded the world’s top fitness experts. The
most weight which anyone of any age has
been said to have lifted in the standing calf
raise, a much less difficult lift, is 600 pounds.
Five-time Mr. Universe and the World's Best
Built Man of the Century, Bill Pearl, said "“Sri
Chinmoy is an astounding individual. He is
constantly playing at the absolute end of the
line!” Explaining how he can accomplish his
amazing feats of physical strength at nearly 70
years old, Sri Chinmoy states, “‘If we remain in
a childlike heart, then age can never be a bar- |
rier and there is no end to our progress.”




— Commonwealth team to

SHRE
By P. 8. Su grayana

SINGAPORE, JUNE 8. Pplitical dissent
in parts of Fiji over the continuing
crisis there came into a sharp fo-
cus today even as the "civil coup”
leader, Mr. George Speight, asked
the Commonwealth, especially
Australia as its prime mover in the
South Pacific region, to mind its
own business. A Commonwealth
delegation is expected to arrive in
the Fijian capital of Suva tomor-
row for urging a quick end to the
current crisis.

At least one police official was
said to have been thrashed today
by the supporters of Mr. Speight
on the premises of the parliament
building in Suva, where the de-
posed Prime Minister, Mr. Ma-

hendra Chaudhry, and his
associates completed three weeks
of captivity.

The traditional chiefs of some
areas in the western part of the
main island today opted for the
constitution of a separate ‘‘con-
federacy,” consisting of their do-
mains, within the overall
tramework of Fiji as of now, ac-
cording to a late night political
version in Suva. These chiefs, it
was said, would like the Great
Council of Chiefs to recognise the
proposed new confederacy. In the
event of such a proposal for a new
entity within Fiji being turned
down by the Great Council of
Chiefs, the western-region chiefs,
now known to be opposed to Mr.
Speight, might seek a secession
from the country itself,

While the general refrain by
some of these dissenting chiefs
was that Mr. Speight should be
stopped in his tracks and multi-
racial politics restored (with or
without a dose of democracy),
those opposed to this initiative
felt that the dissonance among
the traditional leaders of the Fi-
jian natives was being sparked by
persons close to Mr. Chaudhry,

In other developments, the re-
ported bashing of a policeman
was viewed in Suva as a some-
what localised incident, though it
served as a reminder of the con-
tinuing confrontation between
Mr. Speight and his lieutenants
on one side and the military gov-
ernment on the other.

Mr. Speight said “the voice of
the people of Fiji” would help re-
solve the crisis. He also sought to
question or even undermine the
credentials of Australia, in partic-
ular, for trying to broker a politi-

i cal solution to the crisis sparked

by his own action of taking Mr.
Chaudhry and others hostage on
May 19.

Criticising Canberra for having
got the “reputation” of being the
“big bully in the Pacific,” the ‘civil

reach Fiji today

A suspected policeman being kicked and dragged into the

Parliament complex by supporters of the Fijian coup leader,

Mr. George Speight, in Suva on Thursday. The policeman Is
stiil being held. — Reuters

coup’ leader suggested that Mr.
Downer as also the Australian
Prime Minister, Mr. John Howard,
should first “ask the aboriginal
leaders” about their views on the
current crisis in Fiji and about the
emergence of Mr. Speight as a
champion of the cause of the na-
tive Fijians in their own country.

Solomon Islands
PM calls for peace

BRISBANE, JUNE 8. The Solomon Is-
lands Prime Minister, Mr. Bartho-
lomew  Ulufa’Alu, held at
gunpoint since Monday, feared
for his life and has called on the
warring ethnic militias to lay
down their arms, the Solomons
radio reported today.

“Personally, just like any other
human being...] suppose we all

feared for our lives,” Mr. Ulufa’A-
lu said.

Mr. Ulufa’Alu was seized by the
Malaita Eagles Force militia on
Monday. The Malaitans, who
have been battling the rival Isata-
bu Freedom Movement for the
past 18 months, took over key in-
stallations in the capital Honiara
and demanded that Mr. Ulufa’Alu
resign. In the broadcast, the
Prime Minister said he had not re-
signed.

Fierce jungle fighting between
the two groups broke out yester-
day, with unconfirmed reports of
up to 100 deaths.

“If they can all go back to their
pre-coup positions it will enhance
our position... so the process of
peace talks, the process of nego-
tiating... can move forward and be
realised,” Mr. Ulufa’Alu said in
the interview. — Reuters
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“Help for S Leope

commlsgsmn sought

RTICLE 19, the (flobal Campalg§ t&or Free Expression, and |

the Sierra Leon Working Group on the Truth and
Reconciliation Commyssion (TRC) today urged the UN, High
Commissioner for Humlan Rights’ office to show greater
in TRC’s launch and coypsult Sierra Leonean stakeholders
than it has done in recent months.

According to UN plans, the three-month preparatory sta
which precedes the TRC’s launch is to appoint, train and equip
commissioners and staff and to build public awareness and sup-
port for it in Sierra Leone,

Mr John Caulker, chair of Sierra Leonne Working Group, a
coalition of over 40 local NGOs lobbying for a credible and effec-
tive TRC in Sierra Leone, said in London today: “We welcomed
the passage of the Truth and Reconciliation Act by the Sierra
Leone parliament in February. But there has been a loss of
momentum since then. The last two months should have been
spent building public awareness and a sense of ownership of the
TRC on the part of the Sierra Leoneans. Instead, little has hap-
pened on the ground ....”

Mr Andrew Puddephatt, Article 19 executive director, said: “The
office of Mary Robinson, the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, is leading on international assistance to the TRC. It has a |
responsibility not to allow the planning process for the preparato-
ry stage to drag on too long and to ensure that Sierra Leonean
stakeholders are fully involved in the process. Governments have
pledged large sums for the TRC process and entrusted them to
the OHCHR ....”

The groups also urged the Sierra Leone government and UNAM-
SIL to investigate human rights abuses since the signing of the
Loréle Peace Accord in July 1999 and bring perpetrators to justice.

— SNS
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Military trles Vo/starve

Wellington, June 8 Q./D
I"’ﬁlJI‘S MILITARY rulers are

-4 trying to starve rebel George

Speight and his armed gang

who have been holding more than

30 members of the government

hostage for nearly three ks,
reports said today.

Speight confirmed that fodd pu
plies were not reaching |the
Parliamentary complex where
about 100 supporters are cangped
as he continues to detain Plime
Minister Mahendra Chaudhry and
his government who he seized at
gunpoint on May 19.

The military which declared mar-
tial law 11 days ago have surround-
ed the area and erected road
blocks to control movement in and
out."They have been trying to stop
our food supplies,” Speight said,
according to Wellington's domin-
ion newspaper.

"What possible agenda or justifi-
cation could they have for stopping
food from coming into this place"
maybe to starve us, demoralise us.
What are they going to prove by

doing that we are fellow Fijians.

down here."
The dominion said a military
spokesman refused to confirm or

m rebels

A Fijian cop in plainclothes spits blood as he is beaten and taken into
custody by supporters of Fijllans coup leader George Speight, at
Parliament In Suva, on Thursday. Photo: AP

deny the ploy, saying tactics were
confidential,

While Speight said he and his
men had enough to eat, some of
his supporters asked reporters for
food, the newspaper said.

* A Fiji newspaper has reported
that food delivered to the 31

hostages by their families had been
stolen and eaten by Speight's sup-
porters.

The rebel leader moved to tight-
en discipline among his supporters
after an exchange of shots near
Parliament on Wednesday morn-
ing when the army warned off a

HE HINDUSTA.N 7
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group of them trying to break into
a nearby house.

Meanwhile, reports from Suva
said a Fijian policeman was severe-
ly beaten today outside the rear
gate of Parliament complex where
a group of coup-makers has held
31 hostages, including the elected
ethnic Indian Prime Minister,
since May 19, witnesses said.

The man, who appeared to have
been badly hurt, was taken inside
the compound and shortly after-
wards the followers of coup leader
George Speight were seen hosing
blood off the road.

The incident occurred as
Speight, an Australian national
and failed businessman, was to
have held a press conference.

The policeman, who was in civil-
ian clothing, had arrived at the
rear entrance to recover a stolen
taxi.

He was dragged out of his car
and attacked by up to 30 people.

One of Speight's security guards
said: “The cops must have thought
we were fools, trying to come here
and locate stolen cars. It's all bull-
shit."

The policeman was still inside
the rear gate guardhouse but

receiving no treatment. (AgeW
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/¢ SPEIGHT ON TOP

3 'G"-qy) Literally and fig'urat;iveiy‘ %\/S"

THERE is nyw some clarity in Fiji. Speight, no matter what
the internafonal community thinksof him and his gun-

men, enjoys supgort from the army and the Great Council of
Chiefs and cannot be ignored in any new dispensation.
Speight is being consulted over the new Constitution and
some of his nominees, if not he himself, may nnd their way
into the Cabinet. Speight is eschewing personal ambitions but
a significant portion of the army sees him as a Fijian saviour.
An army spokesman made no bones about these feelings when
he recalled, for the international media, the general strike
organised by the Indians during the last war, while ethnic
Fijians were away fighting. There is a cultural alienation in
Fijian politics that no Constitution has been able to bridge.

The only thing that may be holding back Fijian ultra-nation-
alists is the fear of international sanctions that would put the -
country and the rich western district, homeland of the chiefs,
out of business. Which is probably why the military felt con-
strained to'reassure the visiting Commonwealth team that it
would abide by the Harare declaration calling for a “just and
honest government”, one that respects the rights of all citi-
zens. The military committed itself to multiracialism to the
CMAG, “for the sake of our God”, but they seem less and less
sure about keeping it, especially since Speight seems to be
tapping support and keeping the coup humming with sporadic
outbursts of violence. The military, internally divided, has
been unable either to isolate or break him and latest reports
confirm that Speight is having his way. The Commonwealth
team sees the intractability of the problem and is not pressing
Bainimarama and company to restore the status quo ante, but
they would expect any new government to maintain a reason-
able balance of power between Melanesians and Indo-Fijians.
This may not be possible any longer because the game is being
played entirely between various groups of Fijian nationalists
and the Indians have almost lost their political voice.

THE STATESH
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New Zealand,
Australia fight
shy of slapping

sanctions on K

HT Correspondent

New Delhi, June 9y, ~ ) .~
T\ I 8

AUSTRALIA AND New Zealand,
two of Fiji's largest trading part-
ners who control between them
more than 80 per cent of the island
nation's foreign trade, are showing
a marked reluctance to hit out at
the coup leaders of Suva with eco-
nomic sanctions. They are arguing
that sanctions would hit the com-
mon Fijians and [’l

counter-productive.

rove
onwealth's pressure tactics {o tight-

This renders th
en the noose around the coup
leaders quite toothless. Though
the Commonwealth Ministerial
Action Group (CMAG) at its June
6 meeting in London expelled Fiji
from the councils of the body and
sent a group of observers to Suva,
it is unclear what purpose the mis-
sion would serve. Commodore
Bainimarama, the military chief of
Fiji, has informed the delegation
that he will not be able to meet
them before June 16.

The only hope now is the
European Union, which has
threatened to stop buying Fijian
sugar. But even here there are
doubts as to what effect it would
have if Australia and New Zealand
step into the breach.

It is clear that commercial con-
siderations have compelled the
two Pacific giants to get off the
high horse of democracy. The
Australians, in particular, have
made too many investments in Fiji
over the past decade to put these
at risk.

Even the highly publicised boy-
cott of Fijian post, shipping and
other crucial services announced
by Australian trade unions has
come to nought. Threats issued
have simply not been carried out.

[HE HINDUSTAN TIME3
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unta threatens’
action against

T \_iji/rebels

DEUTSCHE PRESSE AGENTUR L f J

V

WELLINGTON, June 26. — Fiji’s military ruleps started to talk
tough today for the first time on taking actioh against armed
rebels who have been holding the country’s gojernment hostage
for more than five weeks.

“We are trying to resolve the crisis as much as we can in a
peaceful way,” the spokesman, Lieutenant Colonel Filipo
Tarakinikini, told New Zealand’s TV3 channel.

“But if we are forced to take harder options because the country
is brought to its knees, then we will not hesitate to do so,” Lt Col
Filipo Tarakinikini, said.

Lt Col Tarakinikini said there would be no more negotiations
until Speight, who claims he launched his coup in the interests of
the indigenous Fijian population, signed the accord and released
the hostages.

“There seems to be a false assumption on the part of Speight and
his group that they have overwhelming support in the military
and also outside amongst the indigenous Fijians,” Lt Col
Tarakinikini said. “This is simply not true.”

He warned it was a mistake to think the army, predominantly
Fijian, would not use force against a coup led by indigenous
. Fijians. “It is always an option,” he said.

“In any country, especially a democracy, the armed forces are
put in place by the people in the final analysis to be able to pro-
tect the state either from without or within.

“We will not allow the country to be brought down and the
fate of the country handed over to a group which does not rep-
resent the majority of views, especially amongst indigenous
Fijians.”

Speight released the four women among the hostages early yes-
terday but Mr Chaudhry and the other 26 men remained held at
gunpoint.

The crisis has crippled the economy, with thousands of workers
laid off and the usual flood of foreign tourists at this time of
vear reduced to a trickle following “stay away” alerts by the gov-
ernments of the USA, Australia, New Zealand, Britain and
Japan.

Schools reopened today for the first time since the coup but
Radio New Zealand reported that attendances were low because
many parents still feared for their children’s safety.
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SUVA, June 25. — Rebels hold-
ing members of Fiji’s deposed
government hostage released
four women today. They, how-
ever, said no more hostages
would be freed until the mili-
tary met their demands for
ending the island nation’s five-
week-old political erisis.

The four women, including
three ministers, left the parlia-
mentary complex where they
had been held for the past 37
days. They were first taken to
meet their families, under
heavy police escort. Later they
saw a team of trauma special-
ists for medical check-up and
counselling, officials said.

Mr John Scott, head of Fiji
Red Cross, said he had spoken
to two of the women and they
sounded “pretty cheerful ...
physically they are okay.”

“Im thankful to the Lord for
making this day possible,” said
Ms Lavenia Wainiqolo Pada-
rath, oné of the freed hostages,
On how it feels to see her fami-

o0
il rebels
Y

1
ree

Mr Akanisi Koroitamana, a member of the Fijian parliament, receives a hug from
an unidentified man and woman after his release in Suva on Sunday. ~ AP/PT}

ly again, the deposed minister
for women, culture and social
welfare minister, said: “Wond-

erful...it’s all I live for.”
Jdo Nata said the four were
released as a goodwill gesture.

Fiji’s schools are about to open
after being closed during the
first weeks of crisis. The rebels
‘wanted the women — some of
them mothers — to be back
with their children, Nata said.

George Speight, however,
played down the suggestion, say-
ing “as for the goodwill side of it,
let people interpret what they
want to.”

On when negotiations might
resume, he said “that’s the
$64,000 dollar question.”

Military spokesman, Lt Col
Filipo Tarakinikini, described
the women’s release as a “posi-
tive step for the humanitarian
side”.

Among the released hostages
is Ms Adi Koila Mara, a cabinet
minister Mr Mahendra Chau-
dhry’s government and daugh-
ter of former President, Mr
Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara.

Australia would consider tak-
ing in Mr Mahendra Chaudhry
if he sought to leave Fiji after
being released by rebels, Prime
Minister, Mr John Howard,
said today.

o]




~Solomons govt
«\tells rebels to
return arms

REUTERS & AFP QY AT
HONIARA, June 12. — The
Solomon Islands government
today threatened to call
off a parliamentary no-confi-
dence vote later this week if
rebels controlling the capital
do not return stolen police
weapons.

The government brokered
the release of the Prime
Minister, Mr Bartholomew
Ulufa’alu on Friday on condi-
tion that parliament would be
recalled on Thursday for a
vote of confidence on his gov-
ernment.

But a senior minister said
the parliament may not meet
if the Malaita Eagles force do
not return weapons stolen
from the police armoury last

week.

' “There have been discussions
about a parliament meeting on
Thursday and in the present
situation there is some ques-
tion about whether it will hap-
pen,” Mr Alfred Sasako.

“It depends on whether the
arms are still with the mili-
tants, and if there is an atmos-
phere of safety and if
members can vote without
fear of being under duress,”
Mr Sasako said.

Eagles force leader, Andrew
Nori, had told a Com-
monwealth ministerial delega-
tion on Saturday that the
stolen weapons would be

returned before the parlia-
mentary sitting.

Meanwhile, the warring
rebels have been offered a
multi-million dollar land deal
to buy peace, New Zealand
officials said as a ceasefire
held for the third day today, a
report from Sydney says.

A compensation package,
financed mainly by Australia
and New Zealand, emerged as
the key point of a treaty pro-
posed by the Commonwealth
delegation.

But the mission warned the
militia leaders they would get
nothing if they refuse to
return to negotiations and the
violence continues,

:On the Bougainville connec-
tion, the New Zealand foreign
mirister, Mr Phil Goff, said:
“It's not beyond the realms of
possibility that the
Bougminvilic miiicia could
come; in on the side of the
Guadalcanal people and that

‘'would mean a spread of vio-

lence.”

The Commonwealth team —
which included Mr Goff and
Australian foreign minister,
Mr Alexander Downer, also
called for the groups to lay
down their arms, to extend the
temporary truce and to restart
failed peace talks.

New Zealand and Australia
continued to evacuate foreign
nationals from the strife-torn
Facific nation.
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hostages freeg |i(Fu|

By P. S. Suryanarayanaﬂ‘) !

SYDNEY, JUNE 25. The sudden re-
lease of four women hostages by
Mr. George Speight, the Fijian
‘civil coup’ leader, in Suva today
gave a new twist to the political
atmospherics of the now-stalled
negotiations between him and
the ‘Interim Military Govern-
ment’ over the freedom of all cap-
tives, including the recently
dismissed Prime Minister, Mr.
Mahendra Pal Chaudhry. But the
indications from the Fijian cap-
ital, by nightfall today, were that
the impasse in the parleys was yet
to be addressed following the lat-
est breakdown in talks.

One of the released hostages,
Ms. Lavinia Padarath, took the
stand that she could forgive those
who held her captive since May
19, but the military authorities in-
dicated their growing frustration
at Mr. Speight’s tactics of shifting
his stance continually.

With both the military regime
and Mr. Speight reluctant to dis-
close the full details, the available
official indication was that a key
snag pertained to the manner in
which a new President could be

. selected and the likely candidate
' for that post. Those released by

The Fijian Minister Ms.
Lavania Padarath, who was
released on Sunday. — AP

dore V. Frank Bainimarama
proclaimed martial law on
May 29.

One of the aspects of discus- |
sions pertains to Cmdr. Bainim- |

arama’s proposal that the Great
Council of Chiefs (GCC), a high-
power body of traditional native
Fijian leaders, be convened with-

in three months from the date of

release of all the

hostages.

political
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w/ Deal strucK'in

SUVA, JUNE 23. The gu%n ¢
ing 31 political hostages #n Fiji
and the country’'s military Xulers
struck a deal today that could end
the captives’ 36-day ordeal soon,
negotiators said.

At the end of six straight days of
talkks, Mr. Jo Brown, a Govern-
ment negotiator, announced to-
day, “We have now reached an
agreement.” The military com-
mander, Commodore Frank Bai-
nimarama, and the rebel leader,
Mr. George Speight, planned to
sign the accord tomorrow.

Mr. Metuisela Mua, one of Mr.
Speight’s advisors, said the hos-
tages could be released any time
after the signing of the accord.
The final wording of the accord
was stili being hammered out and
details of it were not released.

The deal would end the stand-
off at parliament. But it could also
leave Fiji open to widespread crit-
icism and even economic sanc-
tions, by other countries, because
the accord is expected to scrap
some of Fiji's democratic tradi-
tions, reduce the rights of its eth-
nic Indian minority, grant an
amnesty to the gunmen, who cap-
tured the hostages and immobil-
ised the Government, and disable
the already struggling economy.
The announcement of a resolu-
tion came after days of talks be-
tween Mr. Speight, the Military
Commander, Commodore Frank

1d-

Fili -

Bainimarama and their lawyers.
“I'm feeling optimistic, as al-
ways,” the rebel leader told re-
porters as he left for a new day of
talks today. Mr. Speight had not
emerged from the talks when the
announcement was made.

He had initially demanded that
Indians in Fiji be denied political
power, but the former Insurance
salesman later conceded he
would accept Indians in a future
Government.

Asked if the accord was defin-
itive, military spokesman, Col.
Filipo Tarakinikini said “yes.”
Mrs. Vinay Singh, the wife of Fiji's
Attorney General who is one of
the hostages, said she expected
the hostages to be released to-
morrow. :

The local media today reported
that Mr. Chaudhxy looked "“hag-
gard and dejected” as he took a
brief walk in the besieged Parlia-
ment.

India refuses comment
A New Delhi report said the In-
dian Government refused to com-
ment on the agreement, stating
that it would first examine the
“contours of the settlement.” A
spokesman of the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs said “‘our priority is
the release of the hostages and
restoration of democratic Gov-
ernment in Fiji.” — Reuters/AFP/
UNI .
Picture on Page 14
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ZFiji

SUVA, JUNE 15. Fiji’s military has
pledged today to restore the
country’s multi-racial Constitu-
tion in a setback to the coup lead-
er Mr. George Speight’s attempt
to ensure that top political posts
are reserved for indigenous Fi-
jians. The announcement by the
military, which revoked the Con-
stitution after declaring martial
law last month, came just hours
before a top-level Common-
wealth delegation arrived to press
for a timetable for the restoration
of democracy.

Colonel Filipo Tarakinikini,
military spokesman, said the
country was determined to meet
its internatjonal obligations un-
der the Commonwealth’s Harare
Declaration on  Governance
which requires just and honest
Government.

Col. Tarakinikini said they
aimed to convince the delegation
that the martial law Government
was aiming to achieve a just and
fair Government under the Ha-
rare Declaration. “We are com-
mitted to it and we will ensure we
will get to it. We also want to put
to the Commonwealth Action
Group that Fiji as a country is
genuinely trying to fulfil its inter-
national obligations and not just
paying lip-service to it.”

‘No talks with Speight’

Meanwhile, the delegation of
Commonwealth Ministers upon

arrival hfre today urged the resto-

s military pledges
to restore Constitution

Fijilan Home Minister, Mr. Jioji
Uluinakauvadra, a hostage of
coup leader Mr. George
Spelght, coming out of a clinic
in Suva on Thursday.

— Photo: Reuters

ration of democracy in Fiji. The

Ministers from Australia,

Zealand, Malaysia and Botsw

will not hold talks with Ar.

Speight. They plan to megt the
'\,

New .~

military, the church, tribal and
community leaders on Friday.

“Our job is not to come here to
Fiji and try to negotiate the re-
lease of the hostages,” the Austra-
lian Foreign Minister, Mr.
Alexander Downer, told a news
conference.

Home Minister released

Fiji's Home Affairs Minister,
Mr. Jioji Uluinakauvadra, was re-
leased by the country’s coup plot-
ters today after he fell seriously ill,
medical sources said. State-run
Fiji Broadcasting Commission al-
so reported that one of the 31 pol-
iticians being held by Mr. Speight
and his gunmen was released, but
provided no further details.

Agreement in
Solomon lIslands

HONIARA, JUNE 15. Easing tensions
in the strife-torn Solomon Is-
lands, rebels who seized the Cap-
ital last week, agreed today to let
police take back control of law
and order,

The agreement came after the
Prime Minister Mr. Bartholomew
Ulufa'Alu, held last week at gun-
point by the rebels, resigned yes-
terday and unveiled a plan to
negotiate a permanent ceasefire
between warring islanders.

It is hoped a deal will be reac-
hed within the next 14 days, pav-
ing way for Parliament to select a
new Prime Minister. — AP
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‘Speight, Army reach
+, deal on hostage

FROMMARIE MCINERNEY

Suva, June 23 (Reuters): Fiji
rebels and military leaders
reached an agreement today to
end the South Pacific nation’s
five-week political crisis, paving
the way for the release of Prime
Minister Mahendra Chaudhry
and 30 other political hostages.

“We have now reached an
agreement,” Joe Brown, private
secretary to former President
Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, told re-
porters in the capital Suva.

“The journey that started on
the 19th of May will be completed
tomorrow,” said Brown, adding
that the agreement would be
signed at 11 am local time tomor-
row .

Details of the agreement re-
mained unknown and Brown
made no comment on the fate of
the hostages. Rebel leader George
Speight and his gunmen have held
Chaudhry, Fiji’s first ethnic Indi-
an Prime Minister, and the 30 oth-
ers for 36 days inside Suva’s par-
liamentary complex after storm-
ing the building to overthrow the
government in the name of indige-
nous Fijians.

~ Speight has said all along that
he would release the hostages
once an accord, which includes an
amnesty for himself and his sup-

porters, was signed. “We would
like to see the hostages released as
soon . as possible,”  rebel
spokesman Joe Nata told Reuters
today.

“But there are process and a
programme that needs to be put in
place. The hostages will all need
reconditioning and so will the
other people in here — we have all
been locked up,” he said.

A military spokesman said he
expected the hostages to be freed
tomorrow after the accord sign-
ing. “Yes, but you know that they
will have to go through medical
boards and things like that for
physicians to have alook, todo the
examinations,” said Colonel Me-
tusela Mue. He said the medical
examinations would be held in-
side the parliamentary complex.

Chaudhry haggard

Local media reported today
that Chaudhry looked “haggard
and dejected” as he took a brief
walk in the besieged parliament.

“Chaudhry... shuffled along
with his head bowed and shoul-
ders stooped,” The Fiji Times
newspaper reported. “He was not
the same man who only two
months ago strode purposefully
along the same corridors on gov-
ernment business.”

Speight has repeatedly

i

banned foreign media from atcess
to the hostages, granting only rare
opportunities for local media.

The accord announcement
came after days of talks between
Speight, military commander
Commodore Frank Bainimarama
and their lawyers.

“I'm feeling optimistic, as al-
ways,” Speight told reporters as
he left for a new day of talks today.
He had not emerged from the talks
when the announcement was
made.

Speight had initially demand-
ed that Indians in Fiji be denied
political power, but the former in-
surance salesman later conceded
he would accept Indians in a fu-
ture government.

Indians make up 44 per cent of
the 800,000 population and domi-
nate the economy of this South Pa-
cific nation.

The predominantly indige-
nous Fijian military, which took
control of the country on May 29 to
quell growing violence by Speight
supporters, wants to hold on to
power for another three months to
maintain law and order.

It has said it would then create
an interim government to prepare
for fresh elections within two
years. Speight has said he wanted
a civilian government appointed
as soon as possible.
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ﬁi_military to give assurance

on return to democracy

Wellmgton June 16 \ %\

FIOI'S MILITARY rulers are
expected to assure a visiting British
Commonwealth delegation during
talks today that they are commit-
ted to returning the country to
Parliamentary democracy, news
reports said.

The talks come as Prime Minister
Mahendra Chaudhry and
30 members of his
Government remain

The delega tion, which includes
Roy Blackbe:ird of Botswana and
the Foreign Ministers of Australia
and New Zecaland, was meeting
armed forces. Chief Commodore
Frank Bairimaramara, tribal
chiefs, church and community
leaders to outline the position of
the Commoriwealth, which had
begun the process of suspending

Talks with C’'wealth team

not just paying lip service," .

Tarakinikini said the military was
prepared to restore the 1997 multi-
racial Constitution it abrogated on
the demand of rebel leader George
Speight, but he qualified this by
adding "with some review, of
course".

Speight, who raided
Parliament with six gun-

locked up a month after TR R 1 cn on May 19, says he

armed rebels stormed Parliament
and took them hostage.

The leader of the
Commonwealth delegation,
Malaysia's Tan Sri Muta Hitam,
said on arrival in Suva on Thursday
that they wanted to persuade the
military, who were governing
under martial law, to restore
democracy as soon as possible.

Fiji's membership in protest
against the tak:eover of the elected
Government.

Military spokesman Lt. Col.
Filipo Tarakin ikini told newsmen
in Suva that th e armed forces were
committed to restoring the "just
and honest" G overnment required
by Commonw-ealth rules, radio
New Zealand r-eported on Friday.

acted to protect the rnghts of
indigenous Fijians who, he claims,
were being eroded by the
Government led by Chaudhry, an
ethnic Indian.

New Zealand Foreign Minister
Phil Goff said the delegation

-would not meet Speight, who

dubbed as a terrorist, a thug and a
crook. (DPA)

'FHE HINDUSTAN TIMEL
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)?*/ji hostage |
Crisis lingers
ASSOCIATEDPRESS[—; Vv ()/“6\&‘

SUVA, June 22. — Negotla
tions to end a stand off bet-
ween Fiji’s military rulers and
gunmen holding the deposed
government hostage in parlia-
ment building, crawled through
a fifth day today without a deal
to end the crisis.Both sides,
however, said a deal is close.

Military chiefs, who have
been running the country after
declaring martial law on 29
May, were optimistic of wrap-
ping up an agreement with
coup leader George Speight o
an interim civilian goverr
ment, adds AFP.

But spokesman Col
Tarakinikini said differences
over the composition of the
new administration had pre-
vented a deal. “We have come
to an agreement on some
(members of the interim gov- f
ernment) but until we get the
total agreement, these prelimi-
nary agreements are not cer-
tain,” he said.

There are also differences
over how long a term the inter-

im governinent should serve,
he said.

The dillydallying has left the
families of the 31 hostages, in-
cluding former Prime Minister
Mr Mahendra Chaudhry, wait-
ing nervously.

“I just want to take my moth-
er home,” said Mr Ben Pada-
rath, whose mother Lavenia, a
minister, is among the hosta-
ges. “Every night we go to bed
thinking maybe tomorrow,” he
told ABC radio.

Speight’s men stormed parlia-
ment on 19 May.They claim to
have acted of behalf of indige-
nous Fijians whose rights they
say were trampled upon by an
arrogant administration.

Speight demands that Fijians
of Indian descent be stripped of
political power.

The army has already given
in to most of his demands.
Chaudhry has been removed
and the constitution suspend-
ed. Speight and a core group of
supporters have been offered
amnesty.

Fiji’s economy is in a tailspin Tl"- o n -q-\-p” 1
Military roadblocks, burnt-out puadd R B BN
buildings and a refugee camp
full of badgered Indians signal
growing problems. USA, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand have
said they will impose sanctions 2 3 JU N 2 ar
on Fiji if it doesn’t return to :
democracy.

Millions of dollars are being
lost in tourism and the gar-
ment industry is cut off from
its principle market by the
refusal by Australian unions to
handle cargo to and from Fiji.
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HE WHIRLWIND visjt to Fiji by

a high power Comrhonwealth

delegation on June 16 has led to

the sketching of a “rough road
map'’ towards restoration of democra-
cy in the tiny South Pacific state. Re-
flecting these  sentiments, the
Australian Foreign Minister, Mr. Alex-
ander Downer, indicated in Suva, cap-
ital of the country, that the
Commonwealth would like to “wait”
until the road map was delineated
properly by the Fijian authorities before
the multilaral organisation or its key
members with a vital stake in Fiji, such
as Canberra, fashioned new ways of ad-
dressing the political puzzle.

Asked whether the road map as now
proposed by the military ruler, Com-
modore Bainimarama, in his conversa-
tions with the Commonwealth
delegation would mark a return to mul-
tiracial politics with a fair deal for the
ethnic Indian and other minorities, Mr.
Downer said the present ruler appeared
“committed to the general principles”
of a multicultural polity. The “‘proof of
the pudding is in the eating”’ Mr.
Downer emphasised, though.

The leader of the Commonwealth
delegation, Mr. Musa Hitam of Malay-
sia, and the other key members inciud-
ing the New Zealand Foreign Minister,
Mr. Phil Goff, too expressed a general
satisfaction with the indications drop-
ped by Cmdr. Bainimarama. These in-
cluded the setting in motion of
sequential steps with an intensified ef-
fort by the Fijian authorities to secure
the release of the political hostages —
the now-deposed but duly-elected
Prime Minister, Mr. Mahendra Pal
Chaudhry, and 30 of his associates of
indigenous population. The ordeal of
the captivess, being held by Mr. George
Speight — a self-styled ‘civil coup’ lead-
er and chief hostage-taker — began on
May 19.

Now, Mr. Speight has consistently
sought to portray his “‘putsch” as a Fi-
jian version of the old Cromwellian ac-
tion against British parliamentarians of
a bygone era. But neither Cmdr. Bai-
nimarama, who staged a counter-coup
on May 29 to try and subdue Mr.
Speight, nor indeed the international
community has seen his action as any-
thing other than a terrorist outrage. Yet,
there is a key difference between the
views of Cmdr. Bainimarama and those

" of the world community, as represented

|
{

by the Commoniyealth in particular. As
Fiji's chief power-that-be, Cmdr. Bai-
nimarama is willing to play a game of
patience with Mr. Speight, despite the
citing of the hostage-release as a prime
and immediate objective of the imposi-
tion of martial law on May 29. The
Commonwealth leaders made it clear,
on the other hand, that the internation-
al community could not wait indefinite-
ly for the conclusion of the war of
attrition between Mr. Speight and
Cmdr. Bainimarama.

It is against this background that the

9 A\e® %y

The Fijian coup leader, Mr. George Speight, with

members of the Great Council of Chiefs in Suva...

The Commonwealth will
like to wait until a road
map — towards
restoration of democracy
— is properly delineated
by Fijian authorities, says
P. S. SURYANARAYANA.

...His misadventure has caused
him a big headache.

Commonwealth team has now tried to
accommodate Cmdr. Bainimarama to a
considerable extent. The pace of securi-
ng the release of the hostages has been
left entirely to him Cmdr. Bainimara-
ma, at least for the time being. The rea-
son cited is the complexity of the crisis
itself. Fiji is seen by the outside world as
a multiracial society where the majority
natives and the minority ethnic Indians
are not evenly poised in their access to
the instruments of power except in a
demographic sense. In recognition, the
Commonwealth team has clarified that
there is no question of external inter-

vention, even of the diplomatic kind, to
force Mr. Speight to let his hostages go
free and accept the clemency and im-
munity from prosecution that Cmdr.
Bainimarama repeatedly offered in re-
cent weeks.

Not surprisingly, the Commonwealth
team took enormous care on June 16 to
avoid even the semblance of engaging
in a dialogue with Mr. Speight for any
purpose.

Two significant pointers came into
focus as a result of the Common-
wealth’s latest mission to Suva. The ear-
lier visit by the Commonwealth
Secretary-General, Mr. Don McKinnon,

“and a U.N. Special Representative, Mr.

Sergio de Melo, cannot be compared
with the latest one, as they sought to
defuse a situation that had not been
complicated, as seen from an interna-
tional perspective, by the military’s
subsequent intervention. Given this,
the first pointer, from the Common-
wealth team but not explicitly spelt out
at the end of its visit to Suva, is that
there is no great urgency to press for a
complete suspension of Fiji from this
multilateral forum at the present mo-
ment. The option is, of course, kept
open by the caveat that there is room
still for considering substantive sanc-
tions, as distinct from the current sus-
pension  of  Fiji  from the
Commonwealth’s decision-making
councils decided upon recently. The
reckoner will be the pace at which Mr.
Banimarama delineates the ‘‘road
map” to democracy.

The second and no less significance
pointer is that the Commonwealth
leaders, Mr. Downer in particular, have
conveyed to the military rulers that the
timeframe of two years, as spelt out by
Cmdr. Bainimarama in his latest con-
versations with them, is being deemed
too long a wait. The point made by the
Commonwealth is that the patience of
those who voted Mr. Chaudhry to pow-
er at the head of a coalition in a demo-
cratic poll last year cannot be taken for
granted.

18 JUNZUD



SPEIGHT HARDENS STAND AGAIN
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SUVA, Ju& 21. — Although a peaceful end to the standoff in Fiji
appears likely, the island nation could still pay a high price for let-
ting an armed gang topple the democratically-elected government.

Military rulers and the gunmen holding members of the former
government hostage entered their fourth day of negotiations today
on forming an interim regime that would guide the country to elec-
tions within two years. Both sides insist that talks are going well
and that the 31 hostages — including former Prime Minister Mr
Mahendra Chaudhry — will probably be released within days.

But the decision to sack Mr Chaudhry and Fiji’s 1997 constitu-
tion is seen as a triumph of racism and violence.

“The power of the gun must not be allowed to dictate policy,”
said an editorial yesterday in The Fiji Times newspaper. Yet,
reinstating Mr Chaudhry is not even under discussion.Instead,
powerbrokers are haggling over how to implement the demands of
George Speight — who led the 19 May armed takeover of parlia-
ment amid widespread looting and street violence.

Speight’s demand that political power be wrested from Fiji’s
Indian minority was watered down yesterday, when he said he’d
be willing to allow a few Indians in the interim government.

But today, Speight appeared to back away from that statement.
“Our very strong view is that no non-Fijian should be included in

lawmaking or the promulgation of a new constitution,” he said.

i The military took control of Fiji and imposed martial law 10
days after Speight’s raid. Military commander, Commodore Frank
Bainimarama, has announced a plan to restore civilian rule by
appointing an interim government to oversee a recasting of the
constitution and hold elections within two years.
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New statute to cover ‘all Fijians’

By P. S. Suryanarayana HD -

SUVA, JUNE 17. Fiji’s interim military Government to-
day pledged to uphold its moral obligation of taking
into conkideration the interests of all the people in
this couhtry while continuing to sympathise with
the causé of the indigenous Fijians so as to “‘make
sure that their aspirations (and) fears are covered in
a (proposed) new Constitution”.

Offering this explicit undertaking in the wake of
the interim Government’s ‘‘very positive”’ interac-
tion with a team of the Commonwealth Ministerial
Action Group here, Col. Tarakinikini, chief spokes-
man of the military regime, said, “We cannot sur-
render the fate of the country to Mr. Speight (the
civil coup leader) and his group.”Mr. Speight de-
scribed the Commonwealth team’s visit as a waste of

| time and gave no indication about his plans regard-

ing the Prime Minister, Mr. Mahendra Pal Chaudhry,
and his associates, held captive at the Parliament
House since May 19.

As a sop to Mr. Speight and his group, the military
government’s spokesman said: ‘“They have made
their case. They have stood up for the indigenous

Fijians’ aspirations. We sympathise with that.” At
the same time, Col. Tarakinikini made it clear that
the military regime'’s first priority still was the “im-
mediate release of all hostages and the recovery of
all weapons” deployed by Mr. Speight’s squad.

Acknowledging that “we do not have a properly
mandated government under democratic process”
at this juncture and noting that “we took the govern-
ment by force out of necessity,” Col. Tarakinikini
said, “We must now look for the next best moral
authority, that is, the Great Council of Chiefs”’ — the
moral-political conscience-keeper of the majority
native population. The idea was to “hand back the
executive authority of government to the GCC and
to a (new) president” to be selected. To accomplish
this task, the military regime would institute a new
civil administration and convene the GCC.

Concurrent with this planned process, which
might take at least three months from the date the
hostages are released, “a constitution review team’
would be formed. The proposed review panel might
encompass all shades of political opinion in the
country, including those of the ethnic Indians and
those being articulated by Mr. Speight, it was said.
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Prime Minister Mahe\m@a

peight backs off Lfﬁ)m

improvement of Fijian issues in

deman%i for PM’s"post

Speight, who has been hold-

ing the government hostage
at gunpoint for over a month, said
today that he was ready to make
concessions, prompting hopes of
an early end to the crisis, news
reports said.

In negotiations on a settlement
of the hostage crisis with the mili-
tary, now ruling under martial law,
Speight backed off earlier
demands that he be appointed
Prime Minister in an interim civil-
ian government.

"I can't be the leader of the coup
and then impose myself on any
position in government or the run-
ning of the country ...It's wrong to
do that," he said in comments
reported by radio New Zealand.

It was the biggest concession
coup leader Speight has made
since storming Parliament with six
gunmen on May 19 and taking

FIJI REBEL leader George

Chaudhry and 30 members of his
Government hostage.

Speight says he acted on behalf
of indigenous Fijians, claiming
their rights were being eroded by
the year-old muiti-racial govern-
ment led by Chaudhry, the coun-
try's first ethnic Indian Prime
Minister.

Despite his concession, he
appeared to be keeping his options
open, saying the country's new
President or tribal chiefs, who have

huge influence in the Pacific coun-"

try, could ask him to participate in
the new government.

"We'll cross that bridge when we
come to it," he said on radio New
Zealand. "I am not in government
and I certainly don't propose that I
take part in any way.

"I will consider my work done
when the interim Fijian govern-
ment composed of skilled Fijian
men and women dedicated to the
cause and to the advancement and

our country take up their places
and run the country.”

Following talks with armed
forces head Commodore Frank
Bainimaramara, Speight said they
had agreed on tribal chief Ratu
Josefa lloilo taking over as
President to oversee the establish-
ment of an interim civilian govern-
ment to restore normalcy to the
country.

Iloilo was Vice-President when
Speight, supported by dissident
soldiers with weapons stolen from
the military armoury, launched his
coup on May 19.

“We have agreement that he is
the best person to take up the posi-
tion of President and from then
let's agree on an interim Fijian
civilian government and then if
decrees can be signed, the accords
promulgated, the hostages can be
released, the arms can be returned
and I can go back to my village, I
suppose,” he said. (OPA)
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‘A: Fji's military gove
on Sunday raised hopes for an
imminent end to the country’s four-
. week hostage crisis, saying the only
obstacle remaining was the demand
by nationalist rebels to be part of a
new civilian administration.
Military spokesman Lieutenant-
. Colonel Filipo Tarakinikini said
the armed forces hoped to be able
to achieve a resolution “within the
next few days” to the crisis which
has toppled Fiji’s elected govern-
ment and crippled its economy.
“We are much more optimistic

now that we are coming towards a
resolution,” Col Tarakinikini told

local televmo after another day of
talks in the capital Suva. “The point
of contention conYinues to remain
the amount of participation that
coup leader George Speight and
his group want in the interim
administration,” he said.

The military has said Speight’s
team would be represented on a
new body to change the country’s
multi- racial constitution, which
led to the election of Chaudhry’s
government last year.

However, it has insisted that the
rebel leader is not welcome in the
interim administration, due to take
over in about three months,

although some ‘of his nominees
will be considered.

Meanwhile, trade bans imposed
by unions in Australia and New
Zealand in protest against the
rebel coup have begun to hit Fiji,
and tourists are steering clear of
the country’s resorts. The ministry
of labour says more than 4,000
jobs have been lost in the past four
weeks. Speight has accused the
international media of unfair
reporting, according to a news
report on Sunday. He said mem-
bers of the international media
were not reporting his side of the
story accurately and that he would

i's mmtary hopes to end crisis soon

no longer defend his actions to
them, Radio New Zealand report-
ed. He said he would continue to
talk only to Fijian journalists who
understand his position, Radio
New Zealand said.

Earlier on Sunday, New Zealand
foreign affairs minister Phil Goff
said it may be virtually impossible
to find a peaceful solution to the
political crisis in Fiji because of the
high level of racism in the country.

The delegation, which included
representatives from Malaysia,
Botswana, Australia and New
Zealand, talked to a cross section
of Fiji society. (Aeuters)
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