Consensus eludes OIC
over new secy. general

X \Q By Ranjan Roy ( ’&O
A LUMPUR: Mu
untkjes appeared deadlocked on
ursday over the issue of elect-

/ing a ney secretary general for the

Organisjtion of the Islamic Con-
ference (OIC), delegates and
diplomats said.

The four-year term of the pre-
sent secretary general, Azeddine
Laraki, expires in December and a
new incumbent must be chosen at
the current Kuala Lumpur meet-
ing of the OIC foreign ministers,
which ends on Friday. Although
the organisation’s rules allow a se-
cret ballot, members were hoping
to select a successor for Laraki by
consensus, said Malaysia’s foreign
minister Syed Hamid Albar, chair-
man of the four-day conference
that bega nTuesday.

Conten. 1g for the post are
Banglade: "urkey and Morocco.
Some del tes argue that the
next secret y general of the 56-
nation gro’ » should be someone
from Asia because Morocco’s
Laraki has held the post for four
years. But many Arab countries,
which form a significant bloc in
the OIC, favour Morocco.

“There is a good chance that we
will arrive at a decision by the end
of the conference,” Syed Hamid
said. He said he had spent the entire
morning talking to representatives
of Arab, Asian and African nations
to try and forge a consensus.

“I'have been given the task to fi-
nalise it,” he said. “Based on my
discussions, I think we will have a
result.”” Mr Laraki, 70, a former
prime minister of Morocco, did
not comment on the dispute but
told reporters that even if Moroc-

co was chosen to hold the secre-
tary general’s office for another
four-year term, his country could
pick someone else to fill it.

However, he said, there was no
rule in the OIC saying that the sec-
retary general’s office should shift
from the Arab bloc to the Asian
bloc. The OIC also has a formal
African bloc. Mr Laraki said each
group was entitled to two consecu-
tive terms as secretary general. “1
believe it is too premature,” he
said when asked about his coun-
try’s chances of retaining the of-
fice.

The issue was to be discussed by
the OIC general body later in the
afternoon and a decision was ex-
pected on late Thursday. Syed
Hamid said the conference had
also discussed resolutions on Iraq
and the Philippines and sought
ways of deepening co-operation
between members so that the
OIC could play “an effective role
in the new millennium.” “We
must also study the worst effects
of globalisation so that it would
not jeopardise or marginalise the |]
Islamic countries,” he said. (p)
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India tV(\)/ wa

Apratim Mukarji
New Delhi, March 5

M/l/g/

INDIA WILL watch with consid- -

erable interest the deliberations of
an extraordinary meeting of the
Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC) scheduled to be
held next month in Ankara.

The Vajpayee Government,
widely perceived by Muslim coun-
tries to be subscribing to Hindu
fundamentalism, has nevertheless
begun to push India’s "rich Islamic
heritage" among OIC member-
countries. It has long been New
Delhi's grievance that despite hav-

ing the second largest Muslim pop-
* ulation in the world, it has been
kept out of the OIC.

It has now begun to sense
prospects of the role of an interest-
ed outsider.

Thirty years since the birth of the
OIC, major member-countries are
apparently unhappy that the slip-

shod manner of running the organ-

isation has facilitated manipula-
tions by some member-countries
to serve their interests while the
collective interests of the Istamic
countries remain largely unattend-
ed.

The meeting is being held in the
backdrop of this widespread dis-
satisfaction over the working of the
group. A feeling has gained ground

tzzt the group has failed to gain
credibility despite having a mem-
bership of 55 countries many of
hich enjoy considerable clout in
e international community.

During its intensive interaction
ith the visiting Saudi Arabian
sistant Minister of Foreign
airs Dr Nizar Obaid Madani on

Major OIC member-
countries are apparently
unhappy that the slip-
shod manner of running
the organisation has
facilitated manipulations
by some member-coun-
tries to serve their inter-
ests.

Monday, India conveyed its "deep”
concerns over the "one-sided and

‘hostile” OIC resolution on the

Kashmir issue, )

The resolution said that the reso-
lution was an anomaly as it did not
reflect the close relations this
country enjoyed with many OIC
member-countries.

"We cannot but note," a senior
External Affairs Ministry official

tch OIC meet kveenly

said, "that an important multilater-
al organisation like the OIC should
be held hostage by one country
(Pakistan)."

Traditionally a loosely-run organ-
isation, resolutions that the OIC
adopts are drafted and piloted
through the initiative of the partic-
ular member-country interested
(as Pakistan is in getting its anti-
India resolution adopted) with
other member-countries scarcely
bothered, apart from adding their
consent. All OIC resolutions are
adopted unanimously without
going through debates.

Attracted by the widespread dis-
satisfaction of OIC member-coun-
tries over the running of the organ-
isation, India is waiting patiently to
see how the Ankara meeting
shapes up before venturing into
any tangible posture.

It has, however, conveyed to
Saudi Arabia that there are a num-
ber of resolutions that the OIC
adopts on various issues where this
country can contribute substantial-
ly drawing upon its rich Islamic
heritage.

Both victims of terrorism, India
and Saudi Arabia found consider-
able commonality in their
approaches to the problem. Dr
Madani's statement that "terrorism
has no religion, nationality or race"
found instant Indian appreciation.



w Delhi cool to OIC’

1\\ By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JULY 3. Unfazed by the rhetoric on Kash-
mir from the conclave of Islamic nations last week
in Malaysia, India is closely monitoring the new
struggle for relevance and modernity within the Or-
ganisation of Islamic Conference (OIC).

India has long stopped issuing knee-jerk reac-
tions to the resolutions on Jammu and Kashmir
passed at the behest of Pakistan by the various OIC
meetings.

At the 27th meeting of its Foreign Ministers in
Kuala Lumpur, the OIC endorsed “‘self-determina-
tion” for the people of Kashmir, referred to “the
United Nations resolutions” and called for interna-
tional “‘mediation” — all scripted by Pakistan.

However, the real story of the deliberations, anal-
ysts here say, is not about JTammu and Kashmir but
the new realisation within the OIC of owing in-
ternational irrelevance.

That the world has never taken the OIC seriously
is only part of the problem. The members them-
selves do not attach much political weight to the
organisation and its resolutions.

Even as they endorse without question formula-

! tions on subjects brought up by individual states,

the OIC members have often voted differently on
the same subjects on other international fora.

The OIC has found it impossible to do anything
about war and conflict among Islamic nations, let
alone forcing non- Islamic countries to respond to
its many demands.

Hinting that the emperor had no clothes, the Ma-
laysian Prime Minister, Dr. Mahathir Mohammed,
warned that the [slamic nations and the OIC would
be marginalised if they did not address the new
challenges of globalisation.

Kashmir rhetoric ..

Malaysia is among a group of moderate and mod-
ernising nations challenging the ideological rigidity
and intellectual sterility of the OIC.

These nations are urging the Muslim nations to
focus on economic and technological development
and adapt to the winds of political pluralism. They
are also calling for institutional reform within the
OIC to make it more competent and relevant.

It will be a while before the tension between states
like Pakistan bent on promoting jihad and religious
extremism and others like Malaysia and Turkey call-
ing for an open and liberal approach to the world is
resolved.

Meanwhile the OIC will remain trapped in its own
political contradictions. On the one hand, the OIC
communique talks about “self-determination” for
the Kashmiris. It empahsises the ‘“‘need to help Mus-
lim communities and minorities in non-member
states to preserye their religious and cultural identi-
ty". :

On the other, <he OIC denounces “allegations by
certain circles of the treatment of minorities as well
as the use of measures concerning them as a pretext
to interfere in the internal affairs of the member-
states’’.

The OIC finds it hard to adopt a single yardstick
on the question of minorities; it is a big political
leap, however, for the OIC to even begin to acknowl-
edge the problem of minorities within. There are
not many members of the OIC without internal dif-
ficulties on minorities — either Muslim or non-
Muslim.

For India, too, the time has come to stop looking
at the OIC through the prism of Pakistan and Kash-
mir, and support progressive tendencies within the
Islamic world through an empathetic engagement.

? B “Jrﬁ?‘



Iran to view favoupably
India’s entry into” OIC

"\ By C. Raja Mohan \\O \

NEW DELHI, JULY 20. Teheran would
favourably view any move by New
Delhi to join the Organisation of
Islamic Conference (OIC), ac-
cording to a senior Iranian offi-
cial.

Responding to questions at a
press conference here on the pos-
sible entry of India into the OIC,
the visiting Deputy Foreign Min-
ister of Iran, Mr. Mohsen Amin-
zadeh, said the OlC “must pay
attention” to the fact that India
has a “‘substantial population”
following the Islamic faith.He
pointed out that there will have to
be a consensus among the OIC
members on admitting India.

Pakistan is likely to object to In-
dia’s attempt to join the OIC. Isla-
mabad had effectively blocked
New Dethi’s moves to become a
part of the organisation when it
was founded in the late 1960s.

The Iranian official said there
has been no formal application by
India to become either an observ-
er or a member of the OIC.

The recent Indian diplomatic
efforts to build new economic
and political bridges to the Islam-
ic world has given rise to spec-
ulation about India’s possible
interest in joining the OIC,

The Indian absence at the OIC
has given a free diplomatic run to
Pakistan in promoting anti-India
resolutions within the Organisa-
tion, particularly on the Kashmir
issue.

There are calls within the Is-

lamic world for retormmg the OIC
to make it respond more effec-
tively to the challenges of social
advancement and globalisation.

Even if the modernisers within
the OIC prevail and give it a new
direction, analysts here say the li-
kelihood of India joining the orga-
nisation remains rather remaote.

Pak. will use nuclear
weapons ‘if attacked’

BERLIN, JULY 20. Pakistan would
consider using nuclear weapons
first if attacked by conventional
forces, its Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter said today.

“There is no way Pakistan can
hold out any assurance that it will
not use any nuclear weapons if its
existence is threatened,” Mr. In-
am uj Haque, the highest-ranking
Pakistani official to visit Germany
since nuclear tests in 1998, said.

“There is no such assurance on
the part of India either,” he said
during a briefing for journalists,
— Reuters, PTI

Tea garden
manager shot

GUWAHATI, JULY 20. ULFA militants
today shot dead a tea garden
manager in Upper Assam’s Tinsu-
kia district. Two ultras shot the
manager of the Sankar tea estate
R. Chaturvedi in his office cham-
ber, police said. Police are carry-
ing out search operations to nab
the culprits. — PTi
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« ", Setting an agenda ¢

S INTERNATIONXL

groups go, the Organisd-

tion of Islamic Confer

ence (OIC) is a large but
exclusivist club in a positive sense
or in a negative connotation
nothing more than a sectarian fo-
rum even if not a communal one
per se. Given that, the latest peri-
odical session of the Islamic Con-
ference of Foreign Ministers
(ICFM) in Kuala Lumpur should
not have been a major interna-
tional event of direct conse-
quence to the coalescing new
global order. Yet, the Prime Min-
ister of the hosts Malaysia, Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad, sought to in-
vest the ICFM with unusual im-
portance in the overall context of
the ongoing globalisation and the
need for Muslim-majority States
to trim their sails to this vigorous
new tempest.

As a ‘guru’ of the campaign for
globalisation with a social con-
science, Dr. Mahathir used his in-
augural address on June 27 to
sound a wake-up call for Muslims
across the world. He warned the
countries with Islamic politics
and majorities about the danger
of their total marginalisation in
any new international system if
they were to lag in coping with the
fast-changing dynamics of the in-
formation-era economy. Mus-
lims, in his vietv, cannot afford to
miss the cyber age after having
failed to capitalise on the indus-

The recent meeting of the OIC Foreign
Ministers saw Malaysia’s Prime Minister, Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad, sound a wake up call to
Muslim states to meet the challenges of the
cyber age, writes P. S. SURYANARAYANA.

trial revolution. Malaysia, with its
recent experiment of bucking the
unbridled globalisation trend in
national self-interest, wanted to
the take the other Muslim-major-
ity nations into confidence. Dr.
Mabhathir, basking in the sunshine
of his image at home as a success-
ful modern-day King Canute in
controlling the future wave of
globalisation, said his country
would be willing to share its se-
crets with the others for the good
of the Ummabh.

While Dr. Mahathir set the
stage for his pet theme at the
macro- level, Malaysia turned the
political focus of the conference
on an urgent issue in South East
Asia — the problems of the Mus-
lim Mindano region of the Philip-
pines. Manila had in the past
sought the OIC’s intervention in
arriving at a peace deal with the
Moro National- Liberation Front
(MNLEF), a Muslim separatist out-
fit in southern Philippines. The
latest hostage-taking by the ‘Abu
S-yyaf’ factiorrof the overall Moro

separatist network gave Malaysia
an opportunity to turn the spot-
light on the larger question of Mo-
ro nationalist rights as an Islamic
entity in a non-Muslim state.

The hostages still being held as
the ICFM session wore on includ-
ed Malaysians, and it was in es-
sence a case of a self-proclaimed
Muslim group resorting to what
was conceded to be a “criminal”
act of “terrorism”. But the OIC,
through the skillful intervention
by Malaysia, turned the heat in-
stead on the Filipino Government
over the basic question of the per-
ceived plight of a Muslim minor-
ity in a non-islamic state. The
simple reasoning was that it was
the sovereign business of the state
concerned and not the moral re-
sponsibility of the OIC to address
questions of an essentially crimi-
nal nature such as abduction. The
political issue of the rights of
Muslim minorities would, in con-
trast, be the OIC's mandate, it was
said.

A novel feature .of -the latest

ICFM was that the representative
of a non-Musliin State like the
Philippines was on hand to pre-
sent his country’s case against the
allegations of a raw deal for a mi-
nority Islamic community within
the borders of a sovereign nation.
Manila’s own discretionary
move of allowing the OIC a say
over the Moro isstue — an act that
led to the signing of a peace deal
in the mid- 1990s — was an as-
pect of the political cross-cur-
rents in South East Asia at the
time, and the Philippines is still
interested in keeping the OIC on
the scene. Indonesia heads the
OIC's panel on the Moro issue.

. An obvious question within the

ICFM context was whether Pakis-
tan could somehow bring India
into contact with the OIC in a
somewhat similar fashion over
Kashmir. Islamabad had in 1994
succeeded in convincing the OIC
of the need for an internal contact

~group on Jammu and Kashmir.

This panel met in Kuala Lumpur,
too. But the odds against the OIC
being able to interact with India
as a pressure group on Kashmir
were stupendous. ‘While India
had never allowed the OIC any
leverage or even a locus over

Kashmir, the notion of an ICFM- |

New Delhi dialogue on this issue
was a non-starter. Secondly, as
just an argument, India’s status as
the home to a big Muslim minor-
ity would give New Delhi a
weightage on the OIC front which
the organisation was determined
to deny when it had, at the time of
its founding, set its face against
allowing India any toehold in this
forum.

The ICFM'’s final communique,

long on platitudes and short on |

specifics, linked the Kashmir
question to the “threat” of a nu-
clear confrontation between In-
dia and Pakistan. While this was
not strange at all, the OIC, which
could not bring itself to con-
demning Pakistan for acquiring
nuclear weapons, glossed over In-
dia’s status as a neo-nuclear pow-
er. While Iran took the lead in

calling for global nuclear disar--
mament as the best insurance of

security for all Islamic States, its
Foreign Minister, Dr. Kamal Khar-
razi, as also the OIC itself, came
down heavily on Israel's “secret”

atomic arms programme that was |

seen to have translated its so-
called Samson's Option into a re-
ality. Behind these niceties, there
was understandably no portrayal
of the Pakistani nuclear weapon
as the Islamic bomb.

On the economic front, the
OIC’s tentative move towards the
eventual creation of an Islamic
Common Market remained vague
except for a note of caution
against the Western-style global-
isation as a determinant.
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OA By P.'S. Suryanarayana

KUALA LUMPUR, JULY 1. The Islamic Conference
of Foreign Ministers (ICFM), which concluded
its annugl session here last night, chose a new
Secretary-General for the umbrella Organisa-
tion of Islamic Conference (OIC) in quite an
amicable manner after grappling with a “legal
impasse” in that regard.

Dr. Abdelouhed Belkziz of Morocco will suc-

- ceed his compatriot, Dr. Azeddine Laraki, at

the end of the latter’s term within the next few
months. The question that posed a “legal”
problem was whether an incumbent Secreta-
ry-General in his personal role or the country
of his origin would be entitled to a second
consecutive term. In the end, it was decided
that the country concerned could be granted
this courtesy in the same manner as gqerson
holding the post might be. The pdzzle was
caused by Morocco’s nominatiop/of a person

,» Morocco man cho

other than the one, Dr. Laraki, holding the
post for the second successive term.

The decision followed consultations among
the Foreign Ministers. The reasoning for it was
not officially spelt out, but indications were
that it was considered appropriate that the
Arab group keep the post. While this would, in
one sense, give a chance to another regional
sub-group within the OIC in the normal
course, it was not clear whether the new Sec-
retary General- designate would still be eligi-
ble to seek re-election at the appropriate time.

Kashmir dispute

The ICFM’s final communique noted, inter
alia, that the Ministers adopted the recom-
mendations of the OIC Contact Group on Jam:-
mu and Kashmir that met on the ‘margins-af
the main conference. Shorn of the by-now fan
miliar language used by the Contact Group, it
reaffirmed “the commitment of the OIC to

THE HinNm

sen OIC chief

promote a just and peaceful solution to the
Jammu and Kashmir dispute in accordance
with the (relevant) United Nations’ resolu-
tions.” The Contact Group heard presenta-
tions by the “‘Prime Minister” of “Azad
Kashmir” (Pakistan-occupied Kashmir in In-
dian parfance), ‘Barrister’ Sultan Mahmood,
and two nominees of the All-Party Hurriyat
Conference (APHC). Identified as Mr. Yousaf
Naseem and Mr. Altaf Qadri, the two came
here from the Pakistani side of the Line of
Control in Jammu and Kashmir. These three
were not listed as members of the Pakistani
delegation to the ICFM.

Pakistan, in an effort to keep the Kashmir
issue “live,” urged the OIC to note that the
dispute would need to be resolved through a
dialogue beétween Islamabad and New Delhi
as sfiggested in a U.N. Secutity Uolncil res¢lu-
tion-that followed the HutAddt tests bg oth

these countries in 14980 'l
Ceedolab oigotd a



"0IC trumpets, )

self-determination

HT Correspondent £V
New Delhi, June 28 < RV

THE ORGANISATION of Islamic
Countries (OIC) Contact Group
on Kashmir has opposed the reso-
lution on autonomy passed by the
Jammu and Kashmir Government.
At its meeting yesterday in Kuala
Lumpur, it said autonomy "could
not be a substitute to the right of
self-determination”. §

The Contact Groupy/s ’ﬁ’ India
must fulfil its commitrient\of hold-
ing a plebiscite in the "occupied ter-
ritory" in accordance with the
United Nations resolution. The
meeting of the Group took place
on the sidelines of the OIC minis-
terial conference.

An External Affairs Ministry offi-
cial, however, said statements were
"nothing new".

\
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KKﬁshmir item
"No1onOIC
summit age

Salqa?éin: India baiter
%/ ur Political Bureajt'@} V\
b 4

NEW DELHI 9 NOVEMBER I
THE MEETING between the
Hurriyat leaders and the
. Pakistan High Commission offi-
' cials here on Wednesday is being
" observed keenly by the govern-
ment. The meeting comes in the
. wake of rumblings of discontent,
- expressed by a few Hurriyat
leaders who has interpreted it as
being anti-Pakistan in character.
Pakistan’s belt-tightening exer-
cise, via the dialogue on
Wednedsay, was aimed at retain-
ing the support of the premier
political group in Kashmir.

Therefore, Pakistan needs to

| step on the gas with its tirades
against India. The next ready-
made forum will be the
Organisation of Islamic
Countries (OIC) summit, sched-
uled to be held in Doha over the
weekend.

The priority agenda may be
Palestine, but for Pervez
Musharraf leading a large dele-
gation, Kashmir will be item
number one. The preferred
mouth- piece this time is the
chief of the Hizbul Mujahideen,
based in Islamabad, Syed
Salahuddin, who on Thursday
declared: “the historic OIC
meeting is under way. I bring to
their attention the Kashmir
issue which is a nuclear flash-
point.”

The Hurriyat leader and
head of Anjuman-i-Ittihad-ul-
Muslimeen party, Maulana
Abbas Ansari, will represent the
Hurriyat at the OIC summit,
where the contact group on
Kashmir is expected to meet on
the sidelines, as at every other
OIC summit.

OIC this time, however, will
see one prominent dissenting
member — Libya — whose
President, Col Muammar
Gaddaffi, has boycotted the sum-

mit calling it “just ink ongaper,”
a waste of time. /}5/,

st
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OIC toothless tiger;

“Bubal, Novernber 19 \)(x

THE ORGANISATION  of
Islamic Conference (OIC) is a
toothless tiger whose meetings
produce "empty threats" and reso-
lutions are just ink on paper, Arab
media said today three days after
an OIC summit ended in Doha.

"Doha summit resolutions have
lost their relevance as they are just
ink on paper. OIC is a toothless
tiger," the official UAE news
agency WAM said.

"Internal differences and petty
bickering over narrow interests
had turned OIC into a toothless
tiger," said the Sharjah-based Al
Khaleej Arabic daily.

"Unfortunately, Doha summit
has followed the Cairo summit in

fallmg to take at least semi-criti a} \
resolutions on the Arab confljct
with the Zionist enemy," the dajly
said. "Most resolutions of the sus-
mit will just remain as ink On
paper,” the daily said in the context
of resolutions passed at the sum-
mit on the Palestine issue.
Another local paper said the
OIC summit had concluded on a
predictable note with no practical
measures to help Palestinians but
letting them down. "Preferring
rhetoric to action, the meeting has
produced empty threats and hol-
low words,” Dubai-based Gulf
News said. "Internal differences
and narrow vested interests have
reduced the 56-member organisa-
tion to a toothless tiger which can
only come out with a whimper

ab lhe/la

even when it wants to roar,”
paper said.

Observers point out that India
need not worry about the resolu-
tions passed on Kashmir. "By
reacting and according importance
to the resolutions, India will only
give some aura of respectability to
Pakistan's designs,” they said.

Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina
had described as "non-binding"
Islamabad-sponsored resolutionon
Jammu and Kashmir and said
Dhaka wanted the Kashmir issuc
to be resolved bilaterally between
India and Pakistan. Reiterating
Dhaka's stand that Kashmir issue
should be resolved bilaterally,
Hasina told a news conference in
Dhaka after her return from the
OIC summit on Thursday. (PTI)
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By B. Muralijhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, NOV. 9.\The Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen chief, Syed Salahud-
din, has urged the Organisation of
Islamic Countries (OIC) summit,
beginning in Qatar on November
12, to impose “economic sanc-
tions” against India and sever
diplomatic relations with it in
protest against its alleged atroc-
ities against the people of Kash-
mir who are engaged in the
“struggle for their right to self- de-
termination’”.

At a news conference here, the
Hizb chief released a letter writ-
ten by him to the Chairperson of
the OIC to “rise” in support of the
Kashmiris and go beyond the ritu-
alistic resolutions on the plea that
the past resolutions have had no
impact.

Mr. Salahuddin ruled out the

possibility of another ceasefire by
his organisation and maintained
that it was for India to respond to
the ground situation. He accused
India of wasting a “golden oppor-
tunity”” provided by his organisa-
tion through the July 24 ceasefire
and said the ball was now in In-
dia’s court.

Mr. Salahuddin urged the OIC
to take notice of the “growing In-
do-Israel nexus' and initiate con-
crete action to compel India to
resolve the Kashmir conflict. He
asked the OIC chief to organise
relief for those affected in the
Kashmir conflict and galvanise all
the Islamic countries to take a
united stand on the issue.

The Hizb has taken the initia-
tive to directly address the OIC
even as Pakistan is making a de-
termined effort to raise the Kash-
mir issue at the summit meeting,

7 oW Salahuddin for Q_[C sanctions

The Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, who will attend the
suminit, is expected to focus on
Kashmir besides highlighting the
Afghanistan issue.

In his letter, Mr. Salahuddin
said that time has for come for
Muslim world to understand the

- “Indian designs” in South Asia

and West Asia in the “context of
its expansionist posture and
growing Indo-Israel axis”.

Yaseen Malik held

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR Nov. 9. The JKLF chair-
person and senior All-Party Hur-
riyat Conference leader,
Mohammad Yaseen Malik, was
arrested by police in Jammu to-
day soon after his arrival from
New Delhi. He was scheduled to
address a rally in Shaheed Chowk,

w7
but was not allowed to do so.

Mr. Malik’s arrest was prompt-
ed by the Shiv Sena’s reaction to
his proposed rally. The Sena had
taken out a procession on
Wednesday and raised slogans to-
day against the JKLF chief. Sena
posters attacking the JKLF also |
surfaced today.

At the airport, around 30 Shiv
Sena activists tried to attack Mr.
Malik, but police swung into ac-
tion and foiled their attempts. Re-
ports said tension gripped the
Shaheed Chowk area. Police and
paramilitary forces were deployed
in strength to prevent trouble in
the Muslim-dominated locality.

Mr. Malik, who along with oth-
er Hurriyat leaders was camping
in Delhi, was taken into police
custody soon after he landed at
the airporW '
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" 0IC fails to evolve

‘;]Eammon policy
W7 on West

By Kesava Menon (

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) NoV. 15. It could
have been presumed that the Or-
ganisation of the Islamic Confer
ence, the apex institution of the
Muslim world, would do some-
thing about the most glaring im-
mediate situation before it — the
ongoing struggle in the Palesti-
nian territories. Delegates attend-
ing the three-day OIC summit
which concluded in Doha (Qatar}
yesterday, devoted most of their
time to discussions on this issue
but they failed to agree on a single
implementable measure that
could have benefited the Palesti-
nian cause. At the same time, the
OIC surrendered to the inevitable,

I rather than try to seize any kind of

an initiative on the issue of Iraq.

At this particular point in geo-
politics, the OIC members could
have coupled their moves on Iraq
in such a manner that it might
have had some bearing on the
Palestinian issue. They did shift
their weight to the side of the in-
ternational forces that are now
lining up against the continuance
of the U.S.-dominated policy on
Iraq.

The OIC could have used this
move away from the anti- Iraq
coalition to pressure the U.S. to
be more impartial in its media-
tion of the Palestine-Israel con-
flict. But the possibility of using
their feverage in such manner was
not explored. Frustration with the
growing ineffectiveness of the
OIC was perhaps evident in the
fact that some of the politically
important delegations, including
that of Saudi Arabia and Syria, left
well before the end of the confer-
ence. Another very important
leader, Egypt's President, Mr.
Hosni Mubarak, stayed away
from the summit altogether say-
ing that parliamentary elections
in his country (which his party is
winning) were more important.

Some of the hardline delega-
tions had wanted the OIC to call
on its members that had diplo-
matic relations with Israel to sev-
er ties. This was a hopelessly
impractical ~ suggestion  since
there is absolutely no way that
Egypt, Jordan and Turkey — the
three states that have full-fledged
diplomatic relations — would
take a step that is bound to invite
U.S. displeasure.

The Arab summit that was con-

" vened two weeks ago has called

(

for freezing of relations with Israel
and this was far more effective.
Countries that had opened trade
offices in Israel, as the first step
towards the establishment of full-
fledged relations, closed them
down. All that the OIC could do
was to "‘invite”’ those who had or
were working for relations with Is-
rael to break them off.

The OIC called for the sever-

\Sia M

l ce of relations with any state
that transfers its embassy in Israel
10 Jerusalem or recognises the lat-
ter as the capital of Israel. Thisis a
bizarre suggestion. It is tanta-
mount to a threat to break ties
with the sole super-power since
the U.S. is the country that is most
eager to transfer its embassy to
Jerusalem. The insertion of this
call in the final communique
might. have been meant to im-
press on the U.S. and others the
value that the Muslim world plac-
es on the holy sites in Jerusalem.
But a threat that is so empty is
more likely to irritate than im-
press.

Similarly, the OIC pressed two
of the Palestinians’ current de-
mands that are the least likely to
be given serious consideration.
They wanted the U.N. Security
Council to set up an international
commission of enquiry to “‘inves-
tigate the massacres perpetrated
by Israel” and to constitute an in-
ternational criminal tribunal to
“indict Israeli war criminals”.

The U.S. has already got Israel
and the Palestinians to agree to
the constitution of a body to
probe the causes of the current
unrest. There is absolutely no
chance that the U.S. will counte-
nance the setting up of an inter-
national commission, with its
inherent suggestion of a punitive
mandate, let alone a war crimes

“tribunal. The one practical mea-
sure that is being urged by the
Palestinians, and which the U.N.
Secretary General, Mr. Mr. Kofi
Annan, has suggested can be con-
sidered in diluted form — the set-
ting up of an international force
as buffer between Israeli security
forces and Palestinian civilians —
finds no mention in the final
communique.

With regard to Iraq, the OIC en-
dorsed the campaign being
waged by many countries to defy
the U.S.-initiated embargo on
flights into Iraq. They also drop-
ped the references, usual in all

summits post 1990, to “lraqi ag-

gression against Kuwait”, from
the final communique. But apart
from the failure to link such a dis-
association from U.S. policy with
the organisations feelings on the
Palestinian issue, the paragraphs
relating to Irag showed up the or-
ganisations endemic confusion
once again.  In demanding that
“illegitimate  actions  taken
against lraq outside the frame-
work of the relevant Security
Council resolutions be brought to
an end”, the OIC was stating its
objections to the “no fly zones”
that the U.S. has unilaterally im-
posed.

But how meaningful is this
statement of protest when Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait provide the

U.S. with the air bases which the
use to enforce the zoneg
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DOHA (QATAR), NOV. 12. Palestinihn
are more determined than evel to
resist Israel in the “noble cauge”
of holy war, Mr. Yasser Arafat s§id
on Sunday at the opening of a
summit of the world’s Islamic rja-
tions, whose leaders widely
praised an uprising in the Palesti-
nian areas and condemned lsrael
as disinterested in peace.

The Iranian President, Mr. Mo-
hammad Khatami, opened the
summit with a tribute to Palesti-
nians’ ‘‘passionate blood” and a
special prayer for Palestinians
killed in violence that erupted on
Sept. 28. However, neither he nor
Mr. Arafat called for a Muslim
boycott of Israel or for nations to
sever ties with the Jewish state —
two demands of many Arab citi-
zens.

““The Palestinian people are de-
termined more than ever to con-
tinue their jihad (holy war) and
the resistance of the occupation,”
Mr. Arafat said. “Our people,

when they undertake this battle,
realise the size of the sacrifices —
in body and money — and they
present it as a sacrifice for this no-
ble cause.” The three-day summit
will devote a large chunk of time
to the latest Palestinian-Israeli vi-
olence, which has killed around
200 people, most of them Palesti-
nian. Mr. Khatami began his ad-
dress by asking the participants to
stand and recite a special verse
for the dead from the Quran to
honour Palestinians killed in the
latest violence.

Mr. Khatami's speech marked
the end of Iran’s three- year chair-
manship of the 56-member Orga-
nisation of  the Islamic
Conference. He handed over
leadership of the pan-Islamic
body to Qatar with a call to the
participants to unite. Twenty-four
heads of state are attending the
summit in addition to Prime Min-
isters and other officials.

Foreign Ministers who pre-

OIC lashes out at Israel

pared for the gathering have is-
sued a draft of the final
declaration, extending unquali-
fied support for the Palestinian
leadership and the uprising and
lashing out at Israel.

They also said they supported
the Palestinians’ stand on }erusa-
lem, a city holy to Muslims, Jews
and Christians, and home to the
third-holiest shrine in [slam. Pal-
estinians want traditionally Arab
east Jerusalem as capital of a fu-
ture state. Israel insists on an un-
divided Jerusalem under Israeli
sovereignty, though earlier this
year it indicated it may be willing
to cede limited authority to the
Palestinians over a few neigh-
bourhoods.

Leaders in their opening
speeches said the blame for the
recent bloodshed rested squarely
on Israel. The Sudanese Presi-
dent, Mr. Omar el-Bashir, called
for “holy war in all its forms”
against Israel, support for the Pal-

THE HINCU
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estinian uprising and an end to
any sort of normalisation of rela-
tions with lsrael. Qatar’s Emir,
Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa Al Tha-
ni, said peace cannot materialise
during occupation or while there
are “provocative acts, threats and
desecration of our sacred places.”

The U.N. Secretary-General,
Mr. Kofi Annan, avoided directly
assigning blame for the violence,
but said in an address to the sum-
mit that “the past eight weeks
have made abundantly clear to all
sides that the cause of peace can
only be damaged by excessive use
of force, indiscriminate violence

or terror.”  Arab nations, many
of whom fought with the United
States against [raq in the 1991
Gulf War, slowly have taken steps
toward reintegrating Iraq into the
Arab fold. Sheik Hamad of Qatar
said it was time for a political set-
tlement to “‘end the harsh suffer-
ing" of the Iraqi people living
under U.N. sanctions.

7



REUTERS
DOHA, NOV 12

RANIAN  President M

'Khatamiqn on Sunday opened an Islar
A summit with a call for full support
Palestinian uprising against Israel, which he de-
scribed asa “terrorist racist Zionist regime”.

Leaders of the world’s 1.2 billion Muslims

began their ninth summit in Qatar with verses
from theKoran and a minute of silence in
memory of nearly 200 Palestinians killed in
seven weeks of clashes with Israeli troops.

“We take pride in the heroic resistance of " |
the children of the Muslim and Arab Ummah -

(nation) against suppression and bullying by the

terrorist racist regime,” said Khatami, the out- -

going chairman of the 56-member Organisa-
tion of the Islamic Conference (OIC). .
Khatami also told the summit that Islamic

countries had so far failed to meet the aspita--

tions of the Palestinians,
) ‘?\smnishmgy while the natlon of Palestine,
especially its youth and children, has emerged
-wamaphant...Islamic countries have yet to meet
‘the ‘expectations of the Islamic nation,”
~ Khatamisaid.

The Iranian leader’s speech did not repeat
his call on the summit on Saturday for severing -
ties with Tsrael. He also did not mention by
name the United States, regularly denounced
by Tehran as “leader of world arrogance”.

But Iranian delegates said Khatami ap-
peared satisfied with a compromise draft reso-
lumﬂlatlsa:pectedtodemandthebrealmgof
l‘mkswnﬂﬂsraelforldlhngsofl’almseenas
amountmgtowar crimes,

Delegates said moderates led by Egypt and

Musharraf at Doha Airport onSamﬂay-——AP/PII for the formation-of 2 UN’

'Ihrkeyhadprevailedmdxaftmgthewmmxts

resolution, toning down criticism of Wasting- -

ton and approving compromjse wording that

kept up the anti-Isracl rhetoric but left mem- |

bers free to decide their future fies.
The draft resolution tp be approved by the

Organisation of Islamic Countries, the Muslim_
world’s biggest group, said, “The leaders invite -
member states, which had established relations- grant.ch

with Israe] or were taking steps towards ties with

Israel within the framework of the peace
pmes,towrﬁ;esem.andstopallfonnsof.

noimalisation antl it compham:rately and

. honestly with Umfed Nations resoluhonsded-»:'

ey AN EXPRESRE
3N &ﬂf

ARETIRT, )

ingwith Palestine and holy Jerusalem.
“The leaders...also urge the US admin-
'»mnonmrevxsettsbnasedstancewhlch
- dering its res 4
: dangestwofatlonofthelm(harm”m

3 Qatax’sErmrSheitharmdmeQﬂilﬁa
.alThamsaldmhlsspeechtothepmmn
. that there could be no peace in the Midedle
Eastw;thoutaﬁxﬂls:‘aehmthdt‘awalfrqn ‘
Arablands.

“We must- tell ﬂxewhole?totld that

foroetopmteetPalwumammmBank ,

aﬁmdependentsﬁtzthhlemdaﬁdsisf"‘”;f ;
tal,rejectmgaUSSenaeemMnnﬂ! T
rewmnedlsraehclmtoﬂae *Ha-

ItsaﬁOICm“aﬁ;mmmmmw v
tion to cut ties with dny o jthat moves its

; embassyto.lcmsalqnonemmnasme
f@pmwfhmﬁ” ¥
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DOHA (QATAR), NOV. 14. A delegation of Muslim Foreign
Ministers should press the U.N. Security Council to
take immediate steps to halt Israel's “aggression”
against the Palestinians, Qatar’s Emir Sheik Hamad
bin Khalifa Al Thani said on Monday. -1 >

At the closing ceremony of the ninth summit of
the Organisation of the Islamic Conference, Sheik
Hamad said such a delegation should push the Se-
curity Council to “provide the necessary interna-
tional protection for the Palestinian people.” The
Emir’s impromptu remarks were widely applauded.
The clashes in the Palestinian territories, where
more than 200 people have died in six weeks, consti-
tuted an “Islamic crisis,” Qatar’s Foreign Mi
told a press conference after the summit.

“That such a small country (Israel) is sheddin oLr
blood and the blood of the Palestinian peoplef and
no one deters it ... We should be ashamed offour-
selves, brothers,” the Foreign Minister, Shei}f Ha-
mad bin Jassem bin Jabor Al Thani said. Asked why
oil-rich Arab States did not use cutbacks in ofl pro-
duction to help the Palestinians, the Foreign Minis-
ter said those countries were expected to dole out
money to other Muslim and Arab nations in need.
“Let’s benefit so we can go on paying. Let's be prac-

« 0ic meet asks U.N. to stop clashes

tical here,”” he said. The United States bore some
responsibility for the violence in the West Bank and
Gaza “because it is the responsible partner in the
peace process,” the Foreign Minister said. Calling
for Washington to use its influence, he said: “There
should be pressure on the stronger side, which is
Israel, and not on the weaker side (Palestine).” The
conference closed with participants inviting mem-
ber-States to break ties with Israel — a weaker call

" than the Syrians had sought. The Syrian President,

Mr. Bashar Assad left the summit earlier
planned, apparently in protest.

an
In an unprecedented move, the national delaga-

jster  tio elded to an Iraqi request that they stop from
erring to Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990 as an

“‘aggression.” A resolution on Iraq substituted the
long-used phrase “effects of Iraq’s aggression
against Kuwait” with “the situation between Iraq
and Kuwait.” An Iraqi official had said his country
was incensed about the original wording and had
requested that it be changed.

Despite the conciliatory move and efforts by sev-
eral Gulf countries, a much-hoped for reconciliation
between Kuwait and Iraq failed to materialise at the
summit, which began on Sunday. — AP -
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0OIC summit resolves to send

fact-finding team to Kashmir

DOHA: The ninth summit of the
Organisation of Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) has asked U.N. secre-
tary general Kofi Annan to appoint
a special representative for looking
after the Jammu and Kaghmir
problem. - 1 i

The OIC also urged Indip afd
Pakistan to immediatély resune di-
alogue with a view to resolving all
the disputes, including Kaphmir,
peacefully and amicably.

In its Doha declaration adopted
by the leaders of 56 Islamic coun-
tries after intense deliberations on
the Palestine statehood issue and
other problems confronted by the
Muslim world, the summit also ap-
proved on Monday night the pro-
posal for sending a fact-finding mis-
sion to J&K for assessing the politi-
cal and security situation there.

This is for the second time that
the OIC decided to despatch the
fact- finding team to J&K. A similar
proposal made earlier was struck
down by the Indian government.

The OIC conference, which was
attended by Palestine President
Yasser Arafat, Mr Kofi Annan,
Pakistan chief executive Pervez
Musharraf and other leaders, urged
the member states to pressurise In-
dia to end human rights violations
in the state of J&K. The OIC con-
tact group on J&K also met on the
sidelines of the summit to discuss
the Kashmir problem.

Two senior Hurriyat leaders
Moulvi Omer Farooq and Maulana
Abbas Ansari also attended the
summit. Moulvi Omer Farooq

spoke at the summit before it con-
cluded shortly after midnight on
Monday. In his speech, he said the
people of the state want peace and
jafe resumption of tripartite
to end the Kashmir dispute.

On the Afghanistan conflict, the
OIC declaration, stating that the
problem cannot be resolved
through military means, called on
the warring parties, the Taliban and
the Abmad Shah Masood-led
northern alliance, to stop hostilities
and cooperate for setting up broad-
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® Kashmiris want resumption of
talks, Hurriyat leader informs
summit

@ 0IC endorses Pakistan's
candidature for non-permanent
Security Council seat

@ Summit rejects demand for
declaring ihad’ against israel

based multi-ethnic government
there. In an apparent reference to
Pakistan, the summit called on all
the states to immediately stop sup-
ply of arms and ammunition.

The summit urged all member
states to extend assistance to the
Afghan refugees in Pakistan and
Iran in returning to their homeland.

The OIC decided to set up an Is-
lamic contact group entrusted with
the task of looking into cases of vio-
lation of human rights of the
Musilm minority in Myanmar.

There was virtually a deadlock

over the resolution on Irag-Kuwait
dispute. Kuwait deputy premier
Sheikh Sabah AL Ahmed even
threatened to boycott if the resolu-
tion on implementation of various
U.N. resolutions, including return of
prisoners of war, were diluted.

The declaration asked Iraq to ful«
ly comply with the U.N. resolutions.
But it supported resumption of
flights to Iraq. It extended full sup-
port to the security and integrity of
Kuwait. It entrusted Qatar, the
chairman of Islamic conference,
with the job of mediating between
Kuwait and Iraq to help end the dif-
ferences between the two neigh-
bouring countries.

The declaration endorsed the
candidature of Pakistan and Syria
for the non-permanent seats of the
U.N. security council for the year
2003 and 2002 respectively. )

In its separate declaration on the
Israeli-Palestinian violence, the
OIC rejected the demand for de-
claring jihad against Israel. But it
made an impassioned appeal to the
Muslim nations to sever all types of
relations with Israel in view of its
continued aggression against inno-
cent Palestinians.

It fully backed the demand of an
independent Palestine state with
Jerusalem as its capital and warned
the U.S. and other countries not to
shift their diplomatic missions from
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. The OIC

threatened to snap tigs-with any
country whic such a deci-
sion. LNy
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