India to watch

Apratim [Mukarji
New Delhi, March

s

INDIA WILL watch wilh consid-
crable inferest the deliberations of
an extraprdinary meeting of the
Organisqtion of Islamic
Conferenee (OIC) scheduled to be
held nextlmaonth in Ankara.

The VYajpayec  Government,
widely pareeived by Muslim coun-
trigs 1o be subseribing to Hindu
fundamentalism, has nevertheless
begun to push [ndia's "rich Islamic
heritage”| among OIC member-
countrics] 1 has long been New
Belbi's grievance that despite hav-
ing the setond largest Muslim pop-
“ ulation ir} the world. it has been
kept out ¢f the OIC.

It has |now begun to sense
prospects|of the role of an interest-
cd outsidgr.

Thirty vears since the birth of the
OIC. major member-countries are
apparently unhappy that the slip-
shod manker of running the organ-
isation has facilitated manipula-
tions by $ome member-countries
to serve their interests while the
collective fntcrests of the Islamic
countries femain largely unattend-
ed.

The medring is being held in the
backdrop ot this widespread dis-
satistaction over the working of the
group, A feeling has gained ground

:1? —

tUrat the group has farded to gain
credibility despite having a mem-
Pership of 35 countries many of
vhich enjoy considerable clout in
¢ international community.
During its intensive interaction
ith the visiting Saudi Arabian
ssistant  Minister of Foreign
Affairs Dr Nizar Obaid Madani on

Major OIC member-
countries are apparently
unhappy that the slip-
shod manner of running
the organisation has
facilitated manipulations
by some member-coun-
tries to serve their inter-
ests.

Monday. India conveyed its "deep”
coneerns over the "one-sided and
hestile” OIC resolution on the
Kashmir issue.

The reselution said that the reso-
lution was an anomaly as it did rot
reflect the close relations this
country emjoyed with many OIC
member-countries,

"We cannot but note,” a senior
External Affairs Ministry official
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OIC meet keenly

said, "thar an important multilater-
al organisation like the OIC should
be held hostage by ome country
(Pakistan)."

Traditionally a loosely-run organ-
sation, resolutions that the OIC
adopts are drafted and piloted
through the initiative of the partic-
ular member-country interested
(as Pakistan is in getting its anti-
India resolution zdopred) with
other member-countrics scarcely
bothered, apart from adding their
consent. All OIC reselutions are
adopted  unanimously  without
going through debates.

Attracted by the widespread dis-
satisfaction of OFC member-coun-
trics over the running of the organ-
isation, India is waiting patiently to
sce how the Ankara meeting
shapes up before venturing into
any tangible posture.

It has, however, conveved to
Saudi Arabia that there are a num-
ber of resolutions that the OIC
adopts on various issues where this
country can contribute substantial-
ly drawing upon its rich I[slamic
heritage.

Both viclims of terrorism, India
and Saudi Arabia found consider-
able  commonality in  their
approaches to the problem. Dr
Madani's statcment that "terrorism
has no religion, natianality or race”
found instant Indian appreciation.
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groups go. the Qrganisy-

tion of lslamic Confer

cnce (OIC1 is a large but
exclusivist cluby in @ pesitive sense
or in o a negative connotaton
nothing nore than a seclarian fo-
rum even il not a conununal vne
per se. Given that, the latest pori-
odical session of the [slamic Con-
ference  of  VForeign  Ministers
(CIEMY in Sueala Lumpur should
not have been a major interna-
Hopal event ol direct conse-
quence to the coatescing new
global urder. Yet, the Prime Min-
ister of the hosts Malaysia, Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad, soughtto in-
vest the [CFM with unusual im-
portance in the overall context of
the ongoing glohalisation and the
need Tor Muslim-majority States
to trim thieir sails to this vigorous
new fempest.

As o ‘gury’ of the campaign for
globalisation with a social con-
science, D, Mahathir used his in-
augural address on june 27 W
sonnd a wake-up call for Musiims
across the world. He warned the
countries with Islamic  politics
and majovities about the danger
of their total marginalisation in
any new international system il
they were o lagin coping with the
fast-changing dynamics of the in-
formation-era  economy.  Mus-
lims, in his view, cannot afford to
miss the cyber age after having
fajied 10 capitalise on the indus-

The recent meeting of the OIC Foreign
Ministers saw Malaysia’s Prime Minister, Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad, sound a wake up call to

Muslim states to meet the challenges of the
cyber age, writes P. S. SURYANARAYANA.

trial revolution, Malaysia, with its
recent experiment of bucking the
unbridled globahsation trend in
ratonal self-interest, wanted o
the take the other Muslim-major-
iy nations into contidence. Dr.
vahathir, basking in the sunshine
of his image at home as @ suUCcess-
ful modern-dav King Canute in
controlling the future wave of
glohalisation.  said his  country
would be willing 1 shure its se-
crets with the others for the good
of the Dminaly.

While Dr. Mahathir sev the
stage for his pet theme al the
macro- tevel, Malaysia wrned the
political focus of the cenference
on an argent issue in South Tast
Asia — the problems of the Mus-
lim Mindano region of the Philip-
pines. Manila bad in the past
sought the GICs intervention in
arriving at a peace deal with the
More National Liberation Framnt
(MNLE), a Muslim separatist oul-
fit in southern Philippines. The
latest hostage-taking by the "Abu
< ryvaf’ faction of the averall Moro

separatist network gave Malavsin
an opportunity to arn the spot-
light on the larger question of Mo-
ro nationalist rights as an Islamic
entity in a non-Muslim stale.

The hostages still being held as
the TCIM session wore on includ-
ed Matavsians, and 1t was in es
sence a case of a sell-proclaimed
Muslim group resorfing o what
was conceded to be a Teriminal”
act of "terrorism’. But the O,
through the skitful intervention
by Malaysia, 1urned the heat in-
stead on the Filipino Government
over the basic guestion of the per-
ceived plight of & Muslim minor-
ity in a non-lslanic state. The
simple reasoning wis that it was
the sovereign business of the state
concerned and not the moral re-
sponsibility of the O1C to address
questions ol an essentially crimi-
nal nature such as abduction. The
voliticat issue of the tights of
Muslim minorities would, incon-
trast, be the G1Cs mandate, iEwas
said.

A novel feaware of the latest

Setting an agendd ¢

1CTM was that the representative
of @ pon-Muslitn Swte like the
Philippines was on hand to pre-
sent his country’s case against the
allogations of a raw deal for a mi-
nority Islamic conpmunity within
the barders af a sovercign naljon.
Manila's  ouwn discretionary
move of allowing the OIC @ say
over the Moro issue — an act that
led to the signing ot a peace deal
in the mid- 19905 — was an is-
pect ol the political cross-cur-
rents in South Fasl Asia at the
(ime. and the Philippines is still
interested in kecping the OG1C on
the scene. indonesia heads the
OLCTs panel on the Moro issue.

ICFM context was whetber Pakis-
1an could somehow bring India
into conlact with the OLC in a
somewhar similar fashion over
Kashmir. §slamabad had in 1994
succeeded in convincing the OIC
af the need for an internal contact
group on Jammu and Kashmir,
This panel met in kua:a Lumpur,
o, But the odds against the OIC
being able to interact with India
as @ pressure group on Kaslunir
were  stupendous, While India
had never allowed the OLC any
leverage or even a locus over
Kashirir, the notion of an 1CFM-
New Delhi diglogue on this issue
was 4 non-starter. Sccondly, as
just an arguinent, India’s status as
the home (o a hig Musiim minor-
ity would give New Delhi a
weightage an the O1C front whicl

the organisdlinn was determined
to deny when it had, at the time of
its tounding, set irs fuce against
allowing India any tochald in this
forum.

[he ICEM s final cammunigue.
long on platitudes and short on
specifics,  linked the Rashinir
question n the “threat” of a nu-
clear confrontation benveen In-
dia and Pakistan, While this was
not strange at all, the (HC, which
could not bring itself w con-
demning Pakistan for acguiring
auclear weapons, glossed over In-
din’s status as a neo-nuclear puw-
er. While Iran took the lead in

calling for global nuclear disar--

mament as the best insurance of
security for all Islamic States. its
Foreign Minister, Dr. wamal Khar-
razi, as also the OIC itself, came
down heavily on Israel’s tsecret”
AtOMic arins Programme that was
seen 1o have translated its so-
called Samson’s Qption into a re-
ality. Behind these niceties, there
was understandably no portraval
of the Pakistani nuclear weapon
as the Islamis bomb.

On the ecnnonic front, the
Q1€ s tenianve move 1owards the
eventual creation of an Islamic
Common Merket remained vague
excepl for a note Of caniot
against the Western-style global-
jsation as a determinant.

An ohvious question within the,



| By P.-S. Suryanarayana

PUR, JULY 1. The Islamic Conference
of Boreign Ministers (FCCMY, which concluded
its annudl session hera last nighl, chose a new
Secretarg-Ceneral for the wmbrefla Organisa-
tion of 1slamic Conference (OIC) in quite an
amicabje manner alter grappling with a “legal
impasse’ in that regard,

; Dr. Abdelovhed Belkziz of Morocco will suc-
ceed his compatiriof, . Azeddine Lavaki, at
’ the end of the latrer's term within the next few
i months. The question thar posed a “legal”
| problem was whether an incumbent Secrers-
{ ry-General in his personai role or the counmry
| of his origin would be entitled 10 a second

consecutive term. In the end, it was decided
| that the country caneerned could be grayted
1 this courtesy in the same manner as g456rson
holding the past might be. The pdzsle was
caused by Morneeo's nominatiop/nf a person

other than the one, Dr. Laraki, holding the
post for the second successive term.

The decision followed consultations amon
the Foreign Ministers. The reasoning for it we
not officially spelt out, but indications wete
thal it was considered appropriate that tHe
Arab group keep the poust. While this would,
ane sense, give o chance jo another regio
sub-group within the IC i the normg
course, it was not clear whether the new S
retary Goenerat- designate wonld still be eligi-
bie 1o scek re-election at 1he appropriate time,

Kashmir dispute

The ICFM's final communique noted, inter
slia, that the Ministers adopred the recofn-
mendations of the O1C Contacr Group on Jan-
mu and Kashmir that met on the marging of
the main eonference. Shorn of the by-1owjfa-
miliar Tanguage used by che Cartact Group, i
reatfirmed “the conmunitment of the O
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+ Morocco man chosen OIC chietf

promote a just and peacetud solution to the
fammu and Kashmir dispure in accordance
with the frelevant) United Nations' resolu-
tons.” The Contact Graup heard peesenti
tions by the “Prime Minister” of “Azad
Kashimir™ (Pakistan-geeupied Kashmir in [n-
dian parlance), Barrister” Sultan Mahmood,
and twn nominees of the Afl-Party Hureivat
Conference (APHUL Identified as Mr. Yousal
Naseernt and Mre, Altal Qadri, the 1wo came
here from the Pakistani side of (he Line of
Control in JTammu and Kashmic. These three
were not listed as members of the Pakistani
delegaiion to the MW,

Pakistan, in an offort 10 keep the Kashmir
tssue “lve,"” arged the OIC 10 note that the
dispute would need 1o be resolved through o
dialogue between lslamabad and New Delhi
as stiggested in a (LN Security Council resgiu-
tion-that followed the nuclear tests by;l 3l

these countrios in 1998
: it



"OIC. trumpets e ,\’]/

self-determination

HT correspondent Vo
New Delhi, June 29 L=

THE ORGANISATION of Islamic
Countries {OIC) Contact Group
on Kashmir has opposed the r¢so-
Jution on autonomy passed by the
Jammu and Kashmir Government.
At its meeting yesterday in Kuala
Lumpur, it said autonomy "could
not be a substitute to the right of
self-determination”. ) ¢ 3

The Contact Grou 'S' India
must fulfil its commitrient of hold-
ing a plebiscite in the "occupied ter-
ritory” in accordance with the
United Nations resolution. The
meeting of the Group took place
on the sidelines of the OIC minis-
terial conference.

An External Affairs Ministry offi
cial, however, said statements were
“nothing new".
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\() By Ranjan Roy ( ,r}&:

A  LUMPUR;: Mu\}i
ntiies appeared deadlocked on
ursday over the issue of elect-
secretary general for the
Organisition of the Islamic Con-
OIC), delegates and
diplomats said.

The four-year term of the pre-
sent secretary genecral, Azeddine
Laraki, expires in December and a
ney incumbent must be chosen at
the current Kuala Lumpur meet-
of the OIC foreign ministers,
ch ends on Friday. Although
the|organisation’s rules allow a se-
bailot, members were hoping
to select a successor for Laraki by
consensus, said Malaysia’s foreign
minjister Syed Hamid Albar, chair-
- man of the four-day conference
thalbega n Tuesday.
Chnten. g for the post are
ades  ‘urkey and Morocco,
tes argue that the
nexi secret  y general of the 56-
natipn gro' - should be someone
from Asia because Moroceo’s
Largki has held the post for four
years. Bui many Arab countries,
whidh form a significant bloc in
the PIC, favour Morocco.

“There is a good chance that we
will arrive at a decision by the end
of the conference,” Sved Hamid
¢ said he had spent the entire
morning tafking to representatives
of Arab, Asian and African nations
to tryland forge a consensus.

“Fhave been given the task to fi-
nalise it,” he said. “Based on my
discugsions, I think we will have a
resull.”” Mr Laraki, 70, a former
prime minister of Morocca, did
not comment on the dispute but
told reporters that even if Maoroc-

onsensus eludes OIC

—

y. general
co was chosen to hold the secre-
tary general’s office for another
four-year term, his country could
pick someone else to fill it.

However, he said, there was no
rule in the OIC saying that the sec-
retary general’s office should shift
from the Arab bloc to the Asian
bloc. The OIC also has a formal
African bloe, Mr Laraki said each
group was entitled to two consecu-
tive ferms as secretary general. “T
believe it is too premature,” he
satd when asked about his coun-
try’s chances of retaining the of-
fice.

The issuc was to be discussed by
the OIC general body later in the
afternoon and a decision was ex-
pected on late Thursday. Syed
Hamid said the conference had
also discussed resolutions on Iraq
and the Philippines and sought
ways of deepening co-operation
between members so that the
OIC could play “an effective role
in the new millennium.” “We
must also study the worst effects
of globalisation so that it would
not jeopardise or marginalise the
Islamic countries,” he said. (AP
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. THE MEETING between the

' Hurrivat leaders and the
Pakistan High Commission offi-

; cials here on Wi ednesday is being
observed keenly by the govern-
ment. The meeting comes in the ‘
wake of rumblings of discontent,
expressed by a few Hurriyat
leaders who has interpreted it as
being anti-Pakistan in character,
Pakistan’s belt-tightening exer-
cise, via the dialogue on
Wednedsay, was aimed at retain-
ing the support of the premier
political group in Kashmjir.

Therefore, Pakistan needs 1o
step on the gas with its tirades
against India. The next ready-
made forum will be the
Organisation of Islamic
Countries (0IC} summit, sched-
uled to be held in Doha over the
weekend.

The priority agenda may be
Palestine, but for Pervez
Musharraf leading a large dele-
gation, Kashmir will be item
number one. The preferred
mouth- piece this time is the
chief of the Hizbul Mujahideen,
based in Islamabad, Sved
Salahuddin, who on Thursday
declared: “the historic OIC
mecting is under way., I bring to
their attention the Kashmir
issue which is a nuclear flagh-
point.”

The Hurriyat leader and
head of Anjuman-i-Ittihad-ul-
Muslimeen ~party, Maulana
Abbas Ansari, will represent the i
Hurrivat ai the 018 summit, The Economic‘ T‘m‘:
where the contact group on
Kashmir is expected to meet on

the sidelines, as at every other ‘

OIC summit. 1 ﬂ Nov 2
OIC this time, however, will

see one prominent dissenting

member — Libva — whase

President, Col  Muammar

Gaddaffi, has boycotted the sum-

mit calling it “just ink o per,”
& waste of time. /:5



OIC toothl

Dubai, November 19 \A:’ A

THE  ORGANISATION  of
Istamic Canference {OIC) is a
toothless tiger whose mectings
produce "empty threats” and resg-
lations are just ink on paper. Arab
media said today three davs afeer
an OIC summif ended in Do

"Doba summit resolutions have
tost their relevance as they are fus:
wmk on paper. OIC is a tooshloss
tiger"” the official UAF news
agency WAM <aid.

"Internal ditferences and petix
bickering over parrow jpteresis
had troed OIC into o toothless
tiger,” said the Shatjah-bascd Al
Khalewj Arabic daily.

"Unfortunately, Boha cummii
bas followed the Cairo suramit in

ess tiger;

failing to take at least semi-criti a“
resphutions on the Arab coniliet
with the Zionist enemy,” the dally
said. "Most resolutions of the su
mit will just remain as ink dn
paper,” the daily said in the context
of resolutions passed at the sum-
it on the Palestine issue.
Another local paper said the
O1C summit bad concluded on a
predictable note with no practical
measures to help Palestinians but
fetiing them down. "Preferring
chetoric o acbon, the meeting has
produced empry threats and hol-
Iow words” Dubai-based Gulf
News said, “loternal differcnces
and narrow vested interests have
reduced the S6-member organisa-
tiog to & taothless tger which can
only vome out with a whimper

ab media

even when it wanis to rosr,” th
paper said.
Observers paint out that indi:
need pot worry ahout the resalp-
tions passed on Kushrhir. "By
veacting and according imponianke
to the resotutivas, India will oply
give worme sura of respectability/to
Fakistan's designs,” they said.
Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasfna
had described as “non-bindipg”
Islamabad-sponsored resotutiofon
Jammu and Kashmir and
Dhaka wanted the Kashmir ibeuc
to be resotved hilaterally hetween
India and Pukistan, Retterdting
Dhaka's stand that Kashmir jssue
shoujd be resolved bilatefally,
Hasina told a news conferenge in
Dhaka after her return from the
O summit on Thursday.,  [PFY)
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Tt Salahuddin for OIC sanctions

By B. Mural har Reddy

ISLAMABAD. NOV, 9.\The Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen chief, Syed Salahud-
din, has urged the Organisation of
tstamic Countries (OIC) surimit,
beginning in Qatar on November
12, to impose “economic sanc-
tions” against India and sever
diplomatic relations with iz in
protest against its alleged aroc-
fties against the people of Kesh-
mir who are engaged in the
“struggle for their right (o self. de-
termination’”

Al a news conference here, the
Hieh chief released a letter writ-
ten by him 1o the Chairperson of
the O to “rise” in support of the

Kashmiris and go beyond the ritu-
atistie resolutions on the plea thet
the past resolutions have had no
impact.

Mr. Salabuddin ruled out the

possibility of anather ceasefire by
his orgamsatmn and rmaintained

that it was for India to respond o
the ground siwation, He accused
India of wasting a “golden oppor-
tunity”’ provided by his organisa-
tion through the July 24 ceasefire
and said the ball was now in In-
dia’s court.

Mr. Salahuddin urged the OIC
to take notice of the * ‘Browing ln-
do-lsraet nexus” and initiate con-
crete action to compel India to
resolve the Kashmir conflict. He
asked the OIC chief to organise
velief for those affected in the
Kashmir conilict and galvanise all
the Islamic countries o rake a
united stand on the issue.

The Hizb has taken the initia-
tive to directly address the O1C
even as Pakistan is making 2 de-
rermiined effori to raise the Kash-
mir fssue at the summit meeting.

I‘hc Chief Executive, Genl Perves
Musharraf, who will atehd the
summit, is expected o fopus on
Kashmir besides highlightipg the
Afghanistan issie,

In his letter, Mr. Salahuddin
said that time has for come for
Muslioy woeld to understanld the
“Indian designs” in South) Asia
and West Asia in the "contgxt of
its  expansionist  posture |and
growing lndo-Israel axis™.

Yaseen Malik held
By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR NOV. 9. The JKLF chhir-
person and senior All-Parey Hur-
riyat Conference leader,
Mohammad Yaseen Malik, was
arrested by police in Jaminu
day soon after his arrival from
New Dethi. He was scheduled Lo
address a yally in Shaheed Chowk,

w7

bul was no ailouecl to do so.

Mr. Meiik's arvest was prompt-
ed by the Shiv Sena's reaciion to
his proposed relly. The Sena had
taken our  a  procession  op
Wednesday and raised stogans to-
day against the JKLF chief. Sena
posters attacking the IKLF also
surfaced roday.

At the airport, around 30 Shiv
Sena activists tried to attack Mr.
Malik, but police swung into ac-
tion and foiled their attempts. Re-
poris said tension gripped the
Shaheed Chowk area. Police and
paramittiary forces were deployed
in strength to prevent trouble in
the Muslim-dominated locality.

My, Malik, who along with oth-
er Hurriyai Jeaders was camping
in Delhi, was taken inte potce
custody soon after he landed at
the ajrp(m_//‘/
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-OIC fails to evolve
‘C’/—_—] n

y zcommon policy . ,
Y7 |

By Kesava Menon

on Wtes

MANAMA (BAHRAINY NOV. 15, |t couldd
hivee been presumesd thar the Or-
ganisation of the Islamic Confer-
ence, the apex institation of the
Musliim world, would do some-
thing abeut the most glaring im-
mediate sitvation before it — the
orgoing struggle in the Palest-
nian territories. Delegates artend-
ing the threc-day (1C summil
which concluded in Doha (Qatar)
vesterday, devoted most of their
time 1o discussions on this issue
but they failed to agree onasingte
implementable  measure that
could have benelited the Palesti-
an cause. At the same time, the
OLC surrendered to the inevitable,
rather than try to seize any kind of
a0 initiative on the issue ol lraqg.

At this particular point in geo-
politics, the O members couid
have coupled their moves on frag
in such & manner that it might
have had some Dbearing on the
Falestinian issue. They did shift
tneir weight to the side of the in-
ternational forces that are now
lining up against the continuance
of the U.S.-dominated policy on
Irag.

The OIC could have ased this
move away from the anti- Itaq
coalition to pressure the U.S.
he more impartial in its media-
vion of the Palestine-lsraet con-
Tict, But the possihility of using
their leverage in such manner was
not exploved. Frusteation with the
gronving  ineflfectiveness ol 1he
OIC was perhaps evident in the
fact that some of the politically
important delegations, including
that of Saudi Arabia and Syria, left
well before the end of the confer-

ence. Another very imiportant
leader, Epypt's President, My
Hosni  Muharak, stayved away

from the summit altogether say-
ing that parliamentary elections
in his country iwhich his party is
winning) were more important.
Some of the hardline delega-
tions had wanted the (RC o calt
on its members that had dipio-

- matic relations with lsrael to sev-

er ties. This was a bopelessly
impractical  suggestion  since
there is absolutely no way that
Egypt, lordan and Turkey -— the
three states that have full-fledged
diptomatic relations —  would
take a siep that is bound to invile
[1.5. displeasure.

The Arab sununit that was con-
vened two weeks ago has called
for freezing of relations with lsracl
and this was far more effective.
Countries that had opened trade
offices in tsrael, as the first step
renvards the establishment of full-
Nedged  relations, closed  them
down. All that the O1C could do
was 10 Uinvite” those who had or
were working for relations with [s-
racl 1o break them oif.

The O1C calied for the sever-

-

we of relatons with anv state
that transfers its emibrassy in dsracl
to Jerusalen or recognises the fat-
ter as the capital of tsracl. Thisisa
bizarre suggestion. B is wnda
iwmount o a threat 1o break ties
with the <ole super-poswer since
the U5 is the country thatis miost
cager o trapsfer its embassy o
Jerusalem. The insertion of this
calt in the final communigue
might. have heen sneait to -
press on the U5 and others the
value thar the Muslim world plac-
es on the holy sites in [erusalem,
But a threat that is so cmpty s
more likely 1o irvitate than im.
press.

Similarly, the OIC prossed o
of the Palestinians’ currenm de-
mands that are the least Jikely to
be ghven serious consideration.
They wanted the UM Security
Council w set up an intenational
commission ol enquiry to “inves-
tigate the massacres perpetrated
by Israel’” and to constitute a in-
ternationtal criminal tribunal 1o
“indict sracki war criminals’

The 155, has already got Bsracl
and the Palestinians to agree ©
the constitution ol a body to
probe the causes of the current
unrest. There is absuolutely (a
chanee thar the LS, will connte-
nance the setling up of an inter-
national  commission,  with it
inherent suggestdon of a punitive
mandate, let alone a war crimes

“tribunal. The one practical mea-

sure that (s being urged by the
Pafestinians. and which the LN,
Secretany General, Mr. Mr. Kodi
Annan, has suggested can he con-
sidered in diluted form — the see-
ting up of an international force
as buffer between [sraeli security
forces and Malesunian civilians —
finds no mention in the finagd
conmnmunrigue.

With regard to lrag, the OIC cn-
dorsed  the  campaign  being
waged by many countries to defy
the  US-initiaed  embargo on
fiights into Iraq. They alsn drop-
ped the references, usual inoall
strats post 1990, to Vlragi ag-
gression against Kuwait”, from
the final communique. Bur apart
from the failure 1o link such a disH
assaciation rom U5, policy with
the organisations feelings on the
Palestinian issue, the paragraphs
relating to lraq showed up the or/

ganisations  endemic confusior
once again. In demwanding tha
“illegitimate actions taken

against fragq outside the frame
work of the refevant Security
Council resolutions he hrought g
ari end”, the D10 was siating i
objections 1o the “pe fly zones)
thai the UL has unilaterall timf-
posed.

Bul how meaninglul is  this
statemoent of protest when Saudi
Arabia and Kutvait provide the
{1.5. with the air bases which
use to enforce the zongs
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DOHA (QATAR), NOV. 12. Palesting
are more determined than evel 0
resist [sracl in the “nohle cauke”
of holy war, 3Mr Yasser Arafat gqid

on Sunday ar the eIening a
summit of the warld's Islamic Ha.
tons, whose  leaders widlely

praised an uprising in the Paledt.
nian areas and condemped Israel
as disinteresied in Prace.

The tranian President, Mr, A fo-
hammad Khatini, upencd  the
SUNENIT with o 1ribigie o Palesyi-
nians’ “passionate blood ardf o
special praver oy Falestiniags
killed in vinleice that eruped dn
Sepl 24, Howey or, neither he ngr
Mr. Arafat called for a Musiim
Boycott of 1srael or Tor naiions o
Sever ties with the Jewish state 4-
two demands of many Arab citj-
ZCns.

“The Palestingan people are de
termisied more than eyer t cont
Houe their jili thaly wars and
the resistance of (e occupation. |
Mro Aralar saigd, “Our people

when they underizke this hattle,
realise the sive of the sacrifices —
in body and money —— and they
presentitas a sacrifice for this ru,-
ble cause.” The three-day summit
will devate large chunk of time
o the lagest Palestiniazi-tsraeli vi-
olence. which has kifled areund
200 peaple, mrost of them Palesti-
niar. Mr Khatami began his ad.
dress by asking the participants 1o
stand and recite a spoecial vorse
tor the dead from the Quran 1o
hoaour Pulestiians killed in the
latest violenge,

Mr. Nhatanii's speecn marked
the end ot lran's three- vear chair-
manship of the 536-member Orga-
nisation of the Islamic
Conference.  He  handed aver
ieadership of the pan-Islamic
body 16 Qarar with 5 call to the
participants o unite, Mventy-four
feads of state are attending the
summitin addition to Prime Min-
isters and other officials,

Fareign  Ministers  wiig pre-

OIC lashes out at Israel

pared for the gathering have is-
sued o draft of  the final
declarartian, extending  unguaii-
fied suppori for the Palestinian
leadership and the uprising and
lashing out ai Tsrac),

They alsy suid they supporied
Hie Palestinians” stand on lerusa-
len, o einy holy to Muslims, Jews
and Christians, and home 1o the
third-holiest shrine in Istai. Pai-
estinians wang traditionally Arab
cast Jerusiiom as capitai of a -
ure state. Israel insists on an un-
divided Jerusatem under tarael;
soverengnny, though carlier s
vedr it indicated i may be willing
e cede imited authority 1o the
Palestiniuns  gver 4 few neizh-
bourhoods,

Leaders  in rheir apening
speeches said the blame for the
fecent bloodshed rested squar:ly
on lsracl. Phe Sudanese Presi-
dent, AMr. Omar el-Bashir, calied
far “holy war in all g forms™
against lsrael. support tar the Pyl-

THE HINECy
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estinian unrising and an end 1o
any sort of normalisation of el
tions with {racl, Qatar's Lmir,
Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa o Tha-
ni, said peace canmar Nalerialise
during occupation or while there
are Uprovocative acts threacs and
deseeration of our sacred places,”

Fhe o, St-rrvl:n_\—(,irnm'al,
M Rofl Annan, avnided directhy
assigning blame for the violence,
but said in an address 10 the sum-
it thar “the pas cight weeks
have made ahy ndantiv clear to all
sides that the cause of peice can
ondy be damaged by excessive use
of foree, indiscriminate vialenee
or terrer.”  Arah nations, many
of whomn fought with the United
States against lraq in the 1991
Gull War, slowly have taken steps
roward reintegrating Irag into the
Arab fold, Sheik Hamad of Qarar
said it was time tor » potitical set-
tlement to e the harsh stfter-
ing” ol the Iragi- prople living
under LN, sanctions,



REUTERS @f 99 -
DOHA, NOV 12
RANIAN  President Moh
Khatamign on Sunday opened an Islamic
surhmit with a call for full support of a
Palestinian uprising against Israel, which he de-
scribed as a “terrorist racist Zionist Tegime”,

Leaders of the world’s 1.2 hillion Muslims

began their ninth summit in Qatar with verses
from the Koran and a minute of silence in
memory of nearly 200 Palestinians killed in
seven weeks of clashes with Israeli troops.

“We take pride in the heroic resistance of
the children of the Muslim and Arab Ummah
(nation) against suppression and bullying by the
tetrorist racist regime,” said Khatami, the out-
going chairman of the 56-member Organisa-
tion of the Islamic Conference (OIC).

Khatami also told the summit that slamic
countries had so far failed to meet the aspira-
tions of the Palestinians.

“Astonishingly, while the nation of Palestine,

especially its youth and children, has emerged -

triumphant...Islamic countries have yettomeet
the expectations of the Islamic nation,”
Khatamisaid.

The Iranian leader’s speech did not repeat
his call on the surmit on Saturday for severing
ties with Israel. He also did not mention by
namie the United States, regularly denounced
by Tehran as “leader of world arrogance”,

But Iranian delegates said Khatamj ap-
peared satisfied with a comprormise draft reso-
lution that is expected to demand the breaking of
links with Israel for killings of Palestinjans seen as
amounting towar crimes,

Delegates said moderates led by Egypt and

0IC summgt backs

Turkey had prevailed in drafting the summit’s
resolution, toning down criticism of Washing-
ton and approving compromise wording that
kept up the anti-Israel rhetoric but left mem-
bers free to decide their future ties,

The draft resolution 1o be approved by the
Organisation of Islamic Countries, the Mushim
world’s biggest group, said, “The leaders invite
member states, which had established relations
with Israel or were taking steps towards ties with
Israel within the framework of the peace
process, to cut these ties...and stop alf formhs of
normalisation until it complies accurately and
honestly with United Nations resolutions deal-

(3 0 2

T gy 9my

Emir of Qatar Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al Thanj
receives Pakistan military ruler General Pervez
Musharraf at Doha Airport on Saturday— 4P/p77 for

Palestine cause

ing with Palestine and hoty Jerusalem.
“The leaders...also urge the US admin-
ifration to revise its biased stance which
opstructs the Security Council from shoul:
dering its responsibilities, representing a
dangerous violation of the UN Charter,” it-
said, :
Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
alfThani said in his speech to the summit
hat there could be no peace in the Middle
ast without a full Israeli withdrawal from
Arab lands. '
“We must tell the whole world that
there is no solution to the struggle except
through an Israeli withdrawal from all oc-
cupied Arab land in Palestine, Syria and
ebanon. Israel must choose between the
possibility of living inpeace in the region or
thg continuation of this struggle for
etades,” Sheikh Hamad said. - :
Organisation of Istamic Countries lead-
50 supported Palestinian and Arab calls
he formation of a UN peacekeeping
forceo protect Palestinians in the West Bark
and Gaga Strip.

ST

The draft also reaffirmed OIC support for
anindependent stite with Jerusalem as its capi-

tal, rejedting a US Senate vote last month that
recogniged Israeli claims to the city as a “fla-
grant chialienge to the feelings of the world's
Muslims and Christians.”

1t saig OIC leaders “affirm their determina-
t ties with any country that moves its
to Jerusalem or recognises it as the



7 0IC meet asks

| poHa {QATAR}, NOV. 14. A deje
Ministers should press the 1),
take immediate steps 1o halt Israel's “aggression”’
4gainst the Palestinjans, Qarar'e Lmir Sheik Hamad
bin Khalifa Al Thapi said on M onday. -1

At the closing ceremony of the nimﬁ summit of
e Organisation of the Islamic Conference, Sheik
Hamad said such delegation should push the Se-
curity Council to "provide the necessary interng-
tional protection for the Palestinian people.” The

gation of Muslim Foreign

N. Security Council to

—_
=
=

N. to stop clashes

tical here,” he gajd. The United Srares
responsibility for the vinlence in the We;
Gaza "because it |s the responsibie pa
prace process,” the Foreign Minister of
for Washingion to use jts influence, he s
should be pressure on the stronger sidd
Israel, and not on the weaker side (Pales
tonference cloged with participants invi
-S ith Isracl — 4\,
ght. The Syran

bore some
{ Bank and
ther in the
id. Calling
1id: “There
e, which jg
inej.” The
ing smern-
eaker calf
President,

s had sou

Emir's impromptu remarks were widely applauded.  Mr. Bashar Assad lpf'! the summit eafljer an
| The clashes in the Pajsstinian territories, where Planned, apparently in protest,
i mMore than 200 people have died in six weeks, consti- In an unprecedented move, the nationpl deldgs-
i tuted an “Islamic crisig,” Qatar’s Foreign Minjster tionsvielded 1o an Iraqi request that they btop from
| told a press conference after the summit. -)/Je%rrngg to Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in"1pgg as an
| “Thatsuch a small country (Israel) is shed in, ULI‘ “aggression.” A resqll11t1011 on fraq substifuted the
| blood and the bload of the Palestinian peoplgf and IQHS‘USEd ph{?-se_ ef‘fecrs of Iraq’s  aggression
no one deters it . we should be ashamed offour-  against Kl}\\’{ilt with the_snuanon'bely\een lraq
! selves, brothers,” the Foreign Minister Sheif Ha- and Kuwait.” An Iragi ofﬁc_[a_l had said hi§ country
| mad bin Jassern bin Jabor Al Thani said Asked why  was incensed about the original wording land had
oil-rich Arab States did not Use cuthacks in of) pro.  requested thar it be changed.
I duction to help the Palestinians, the Foreign Minis- Despite the conciliatory mave and efforts by sev-
b ter said those countries were expected to dole oyt erat Guif countries, a much-toped for reconfciliation
money to other Muslim and Arab nations in need, berween Kuwajr and Iraq failed 1o Mmaterialibe at the

“Let’s benefit so we can £00n paving. Let's be prac-

summit, whi

ch began un Sunday. — AP/,., _

mEEHNEY
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OIC summit resolves to sen
fact-finding team to Kas

DOHA: The ninth summit of the
Organisation of Istamic Confer-
ence (OTC) has asked UN, secre-
tary general Kofi Annan to appoint
a special representative for laoking
after the Jammu and Kaghmir
problem, ji- ! 10T}
The QIC also vrged Indif afig
Pakistan to immediately resufne di-
alogue with a view to resolving all
the dispuies, including Kaphmir,
peacefully and amicabty.

In its Doha declaration adopted
by the leaders of 56 Islamic coun-
tries after intense deliberations on
the Palestine statehood issue and
uther problems confronted by the
Mustim world, the summit also ap-
proved on Monday night the pro-
posal for sending a fact-finding mis-
ston to J&K for assessing the politi-
cal and security situation there.

This is for the second time that
the OIC decided to despatch the
fact- finding team to J&K_ A similar
proposal made earlier was struck
down by the Indian government.

The OIC conference, which was
attended by Palestine President
Yasser Arafat, Mr Kofi Annan,
Pakistan chief executive Pervez
Mushasraf and other leaders, urged
the member states to pressurise In-
dia to end human rights violations

| in the state of J&K. The OIC con-
tact group on J&K also met on the
sidelines of the summit 1o discuss
the Kashmir problem.

Two senior Hurrivat leaders
Moulvi Omer Faroog and Maulana
Abbas Ansani also attended the
summit. Moulvi Omer Faroog

spoke at the summit before it con-
chided shortly after midnight on
Monday. In his speech, he said the
people of the state want peace and
i wife resumption of tripartite
to end the Kashmir dispute.

On the Afghanistan conflict, the
OIC dectaration, stating that the
problem cannot be resolved
through military means, calied on
the warring parties, the Taliban and
the Ahmad Shah Masood-led
northers alliance, to stop hostilities
and cooperate for setting up broad-

® Kashiniris want resumption of
talks, Hutriyat leader informs
summit

® 0IC endorses Pakistan's
candidature for non-permanent
Security Council seat

& Summit rejects demand for

deciaring ‘jihad’ against israel

based multi-ethnic government
there, In an apparent reference to
Pakistan, the summit called on all
the states to immediately stop sup-
ply of anms and ammunition.

The summit urged all member
siates to extend assistance to the
Afghan refugees in Pakistan and
Iran in returming to their homeland.

The O1C decided to set up an Is-
lamic contact group entrusted with
the task of fooking into cases of vie-
fation of human rights of the
Musilm minority in Myvanmar,

There was virtuaily a deadlock

hmi

among the other membe
over the resolution on Iraq
dispute. Kuwait deputy

Sheikh Sabah AL Ahme
threatened to boycott if the
tion on implemeniation of vhrious
UN resolutions, including refurn of
prisoners of war, were diluted

The declaration asked Iraq to ful-
by comply with the TLN. resolutions.
But it supported resumptioh of
fights to Iraq. It extended full sup-
portto the security and integrity of
Kuwait. It entrusted Qatar, [the
chairman of Istamic conferegce,
with the job of mediating betwden
Kuwait and Iraqg to help end the dif-
ferences between the two neigh-
bouring countries.

The declaration endorsed the
candidatore of Pakistan and Syrja
for the non-permanent seats of t
UN. sccurity council for the ye
2003 and 2002 respectively.

1n its separaic declaration on th
Isracli-Palestinian  violence, th
OIC rejecied the demand for de-
claring jhad agatust Israel Bat it
made an impassioned appeal to the
Muslim nations to sever all types of
relations with Israel in view of its
continued aggression against inno-
cent Palestinians,

It fully backed the demand of an
independent Palesiine state with
Jerwsalem as its capital and warned
the ULS. and other countries not to
shifi their diptomatic missions from
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. The GIC

threatened to snap tigs with any
country whic such a deci-
sion. runy

states
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