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/ %-alignment has
@' st relevance’ 7)}

NEW DELHI, APRIL 5. The Mini

State for External Affairs, Mr. Aj

Panja, has said the principle o
non-alignment has “lost its rele-
vance” in the present global sce-
nario. “The age of so-called
non-alignment is a misconcep-
tion now. It is an old theory.....
Now it is a question of a multi-
polar world. India is equally
strong,” he told Karan Thapar's
“Talk Back” programme for
Doordarshan to be telecast to-
morrow. Referring to the Presi-
dent Mr. KHR. Narayanan's
banquet speech in honour of the
U.S.President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
and the Prime Minister, A.B. Vaj-
payee’s assertion on India’s com-
mitment to non-alignment, he
said non-alignment was only a
continuing theory.

Asked whether he considdfed
that non-alignment had lost rele- |
vance, Mr. Panja answered in the
affirmative and said “It is a multi-
polar world in which India is a ;
strong partner. It is not an equal |
partnership but a partnership of
equals,” he said, adding the mul-
ti-polar world had not yet come
and it had to be brought in. —PT1
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NAM bid

to revive

spirit of cooperatlon

By K. V. Krishnaswamy HO

CARTAGENA (Colombia), APRIL 8. A three-day meeting of
the Foreign Ministers of the Non-Aligned Movement
countries began amid mixed signals this morning in
this exotic city lashed by the Caribbean sea. Among
the more than 50 Foreign Ministers from the 115
member-countries attending the conference are In-
dia’s Mr. Jaswant Singh and Pakistan’s Mr. Abdus
Sattar.

No formal meetings between the two Ministers are
in prospect. None has been sought by Pakistan, an
Indian spokesman said, repeating a stance enunciat-
ed in New Delhi earlier in the week. The two trav-
elled in the same plane from Miami, U.S., on their
way to this South American country on Friday eve-
ning. But, apparently, there was no meeting ground.

The uneasy relationship between the two South
Asian neighbours will be one area of interest in the
next few days as the NAM launches a major effort to
revive the spirit of commonality and cooperation
that marked its early decades. As they chart the
course of the movement in the coming years, retool-
ing it for the challenges of the unipolar world, the
Foreign Ministers face the unenviable task of shak-
ing the NAM out of the moribund state in which it
finds itself in the wake of the Cold War’s end.

A hint of the enormity of the task was available on
Friday as officials met to prepare the draft of the
declaration the Foreign Ministers will adopt at the
end of their deliberations. The drafting work was
affected by the most unusual of problems, a shortage
of translators in a country that speaks only Spanish.
This was perhaps a reflection of the continuing apa-
thy as the two committees entrusted with the prep-
aration of the key political and economic
formulations met, an absence of the pioneering spir-
it that gave the NAM such a powerful voice in the
initial years.

The Foreign Ministers, who began their deliber-
ations this morning, will focus on three areas; the
developments around the world after their last meet-
ing, which jncidentally was at the same venue after
India %ploded the bomb in 1998 and before

Pakistan followe lsu , the regional situation and
disarmament. Mu¢h has happened after the last
meeting when India came under criticism for cross-
ing the nuclear rubicon. The focus, as officials see it,
will be on nuclear disarmament and the failure of the
‘nuclear five’ to honour their pledge to rid the world
of these weapons of mass destruction.

According to official sources, India will concen-
trate on the issues of disarmament and the menace
of terrorism.

The next two days will be devoted to intense de-
bating and lobbying as each nation seeks to get its
point of view incorporated in the declaration. The
bland and please-all declaration that is finally adopt-
ed will of course do no justice to the hectic back
stage work. All the blood on the floor will be wiped
clean. That is non-alignment. Nothing is agreeable
unless everyone agrees. This is the motto that has
seen the movement through crises earlier and wj
apparently continue to do in the new mille
when its relevance, if any, has only incre

Focus on U.N. millennium s

PTI, UNI report: .

Officials said that duxng jie next two days, the
millennium summit of the 0.N. in September will in
all probability be a focus of attention of most partici-
pants, specially in the wake of the just released re-
port of the Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, who
has called for several policy measures to enable the
world body to meet the challenges of the 21st centu-

New Delhi and several other participants are ex-
pected to give their views on how NAM itself and the
U.N. could gear themselves to respond to the chal-
lenges of peace, disarmament and development.

The NAM meet also assumes significance as it
comes on the eve of the first-ever south summit to be
held in Cuba later this month.

The doctrine of humanitarian intervention,
thrown up for discussion by Mr. Annan at the com-,
mencement of the 54th regular session of the U.IX.
General Assembly in Septembgr last, would also bé a
part of the deliberatifyfs.
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“kerrorism focus
“"in Nam meet
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| CARTAGENA
i April 8, ~ The 13th ministerial

PnssmumnfwmA_

(Colombya),

! meeting of non-aligned nations,

that began here today, is

¢ expected to focus on cross-bor-
¢ der terrorism, global nuclear

disarmament, Afghanistan and
UN reforms.
The three-day conference is

i being attend-

. ed by 50 for-

elgn minis-
ters. including
the Indian

external
affairs minis-
ter. Mr Jas-
want Singh.
The
Colombian
President, Mr ‘
Andvres |
Pastrana
Arango, inau-
gurated the
meet. The co-
mmittee on
political issues
was chaired
by South Af-

jcounterpart,

the Nam meet.

plane.

fight.— PTI

CARTAGENA, April 8. —
The deep freeze in Indo-Pak
ties was evident today when
Mr Jaswant Singh ignored
the presence of his Pakistani

Sattar, as they took the
same flight here to attend

When Mr Singh boarded
the aircraft at usual transit
point of Miami, Mr Sattar
was already seated in the
The two did not
exchange a word during the

cal and economic co ttees,
will be submitted to the minis-
ters for their consideration and
approval on 9 April.

The UN millennium summit
will be the focus of attention of
mast participants, specially in
the wake of Mr Kofi Annan’s
call for adopting certain poli-
cies that will help the world
body meet the challenges of the
21st century.

India and other
participants are
expected to give
suggestions on
how the Nam and
the UN can gear
up to meet the
challenges  of
peace, disarma-
ment and devel-
opment.

The conference
assumes signifi-
cance as it comes
on the eve of the
first-ever south
summit to be held
in Cuba later this
month. Some of

Mr Abdul

rica while the committee on
economic affairs, including
social issues, was chaired by
Iran. Finalisation of the main
document — to be adopted at

+ the conference by tomorrow

evening — was delayed
because of translation prob-
lems, diplomats said. Efforts
are on to adopt a millennium
declaration and a declaration
on Africa.

The final document, prepared
by senior officials of ¢ oliti-
: : of the'

the topics to be
discussed at the meet are: the
work of a preparatory commit-
tee that will start operating in
New York, an international
conference on the resources
required by developing nations
and re-designing the interna-
tional financial architecture.

The doctrine of humanitarian
intervention, discussed at the
General Assembly’s regular
session last September, will
also be a part of the delibera-
tions.
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ALL FOR GLOBAL ACTION AGAINST TERRORISM

By K. V. Kris wamy
CARTAGENA (Colombia}, APRIL 9. In-
dia today proposed\two bench-
marks for the on-Aligned

Movement, taking its
theme and campaign against the
scourge of terrorism a step further
at the NAM Foreign Ministers’
meeting and indirectly stepping
up pressure on the military re-
gime of General Pervez Musharraf
in Pakistan on both counts.

In perhaps the most forceful
advocacy of global action against
terrorism, the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, told
a ministerial meeting of the
movement that terrorism was
“the very antithesis” of what the
NAM represented and stood for. It
is a “global menace”, a violation
of the basic precepts of democra-
cy, “a crime against humanity”
and ‘“the most flagrant violation
of basic human rights,” he said in
a speech marked for its stridency.

Mr. Singh was equally for-
thright in his comments on the
need for the NAM to commit itself
“uncompromisingly to the rules
of democracy, the rule of law and
the preservation of fundamental
rights and liberties.” In other
words, the NAM like the Com-
monwealth must expel member-
nations where democratic gov-
ernments have been overthrown.

Official spokesmen insisted
that these formulations were not
targeted at Pakistan. They re-
called the initiative India had tak-
en last year at the United Nations
for a global convention against
the menace. And, citing and com-
mending the action of the Orga-
nisation of African Unity which,
much like the Commonwealth,
has decreed that no ruler who had
usurped power would be allowed
to attend its summits, Mr. Singh
said the NAM too should set simi-

The External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, at the
inaugural session of the 13th Summit of Foreign Ministers of
NAM countries at Cartagena, Colombia on Saturday.— AP

lar democracy benchmarks for its
members.

“In our own interests, we need
to agree on some common val-
ues,” he told the on-going two-
day meeting during the plenary
session. “All of us are tarred with
the same brush when, because of
isolated lapses, developing coun-
tries are seen as states where gov-
ernance is weak, abusive or
corruption-ridden.” It was time
the movement committed itself to
the rules of democracy just as the
OAU had done.

The suggestion was clear that
countries where democracy was
derailed would face automatic ex-
pulsion. Under the present mem-
bership, three countries would
incur disqualification under this

count: Ivory Coast, Myanmar and
Pakistan — all of which have seen
their governments overthrown by
the military. The spokesmen de-
fended the reference to the OAU
and suggested that the NAM, a
much larger group, should reflect
the evolving democracy-oriented
political culture in the post-Cold
War world. Asked about possible
support among the disparate
NAM grouping for such a progres-
sive initiative, they said, “we are
hopeful that support will be grea-
ter than opposition.”

Mr. Singh’s prescription for re-
building the unity and solidarity
of NAM had three inputs. The
third was the democracy pledge.
His first recommendation was
that the developing 'nations

Expel military regimes,
India tells NAM

should ensure their independ-
ence of action. “We need to set
the agenda for ourselves and the
UN, not let others set it for us-
..not let fears or pressures divide
us.”

Strongly urging collective ac-
tion to safeguard the interests
of developing nations, he said,
“we need to ensure that decisions
affecting us are taken with our ac-
tive and effective participation.”
A final recommendation was to
focus on the issues that united the
NAM rather than let the divisive
ones distract attention. ﬁ

Mr. Singh’s speech, which must
have been eagerly awaited by the
NAM member-countries, came
during the afternoon session on
the inaugural day. Tomorrow, in
the forenoon of the concluding
day, his Pakistani counterpart,
Mr. Abdus Sattar, will address the
plenary and obviously answer
some of the issues he has raised.

After his non-meeting with Mr.
Sattar on the plane on Thursday
on their way to the NAM minis-
terial meeting, Mr. Singh today
had a series of bilateral meetings
with leaders of other delegations.

Dhaka-Agartala bus link

PTI reports:

India and Bangladesh have
agreed to start a new bus link be-
tween Agartala and Dhaka.

A decision to this effect was tak-
en during a bilateral meeting be-
tween Mr. Singh and his
Bangladesh counterpart, Mr. Ab-
dus Samad Azad, on the sidelines
of the NAM ministerial confer-
ence here.

Mr. Singh, also agreed with Mr.
Azad, that the Petrapole-Bena-
pole rail service between the two
countries also needed to be expe-
dited, an Indian official said.

Sattar rakes up Kashmir: Page 13
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Against tradition,
Sattar rais
Kashmir issue 44
By K. V,

CARTAGENA,\\ R
able certainty, the Pakistani For-
eign Minister, Mr. Abdus Sattar,
ignored the non4pligned conven-
tion of keeping ouX bilateral issues
of the NAM
and spoke of the nded for settling
the Kashmir question “in con-
formity with the wishes of the
people of Kashmir”.

At the plenary of the Foreign
Ministers’ conference here this
morning, Mr. Sattar said settle-
ment of the Kashmir question

ishnasw:

With predict-

| “will remove the root cause of

tension and usher in durable
peace and cooperation in South
Asia.”

India’'s External Affairs, Mr Jas-
want Singh, had addressed the
plenary on Saturday.

The reference to Kashmir in Mr.
Sattar’s speech came in the con-
text of his hailing the NAM's sup-
port for “the struggle of peoples
for freedom” in general. He went
on to speak of the “spectacular
successes achieved over the dec-
ades against colonialism” and
added the rider, “yet, vestiges of
alien domination remain.” The
platform had been created for the
reference to Kashmir.

He also reiterated the known
Pakistani stand on the expansion
and democratisation of the U.N.
Security Council. The Council
needed to be expanded but ‘‘is-
lands of privilege should not be
enlarged”. He added, “consistent
with its principles, our movement
should call for expansion in non-
permanent seats which are sub-
ject to period elections. Such
expansion can ensure that the Se-
curity Council will remain re-
sponsive to the will of the
majority.”

The two-day ministerial meet-
ing is concluding this evening
with the adoption of a declara-
tion.
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NAM SUMMIT / COLOMBIAN PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS

P

K.V. Krishnaswamy

, APRIL 9. The Colombian President,
Mr. Andrgs Pastrana, during the ministerial
meeting ol the NAM on Saturday, highlighted
the two in challenges facing the move-
ment. In his inaugural address, he appeared to
acknowledge the existentialist problems fac-
ing the NAM in the post-Cold War era.

Like the Indian External Affairs Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, the Colombian President
listed globalisation and humanitarian inter-
vention as the two most important challenges
facing the Movement.

“One of the central questions which lacks a
complete answer from the movement is how
to face the challenges of globalisation. This
vacuum is more notorious if we consider the
risks of marginalisation already faced by the
developing countries,” he said. It was impor-
tant in this context to examine the impact of
globalisation on the fabric of society.

He sought people-centred development
models and the encouragement of long-term
development strategies in which all countries
would have an open and free opportunity to
“become meaningful members of the new ec-
onomic order.”

Expressing serious concern over the impli-
cations of the other challenge, Mr. Pastrana
said the NAM should give priority attention to
examining the question of reconciling “‘the
defence of democracy and human rights, new
needs for peace and international security, lib-
eralistion of trade and investment, ... with the
principles of non-intervention, sovereignty of
states and other values of international law.”

Reminding the NAM of the “unprecedented
challenges in the humanitarian field” being
faced in recent years, the Colombian Presi-
dent said any new orientation to offer of help
to face natural disasters should be based on
“unconditional respect for the U.N. Charter
and international law.” Such interventions
must “also be inspired by the basic criteria of
neutrality and impartiality.”

Mr. Pastrana himself has been tackling the

explosive social situation in Colombia through
imaginative and bold initiatives. Leftist gueril-
las have long been resorting to violence to
highlight the plight of the rural poor and the
Government has been responding with brutal
measures. Mr. Pastrana has attempted to
break the vicious circle by offering to talk to
the guerilla leaders, acknowledging that these
groups have genuine grievances and are not
importing violence for its sake.

He reported progress in the negotiations in
one and a half years that was long unthink-
able. “We have started a process of negotia-
tion with the FARC, the oldest and largest of
the insurgent groups. We have agreed on an
agenda. The negotiators have started an anal-
ysis of economic and social issues.” An agenda
committee has been formed to which ordinary
people could bring their concerns and prob-
lems. A remarkably bold initiative for solving
acute socio-political problems through dia-
logue, or what he called the Diplomacy for
Peace.

“Our nation must always follow the path of
respect for institutions and that is what Col-
ombia, deeply attached to its traditions of law
and democracy, is now doing,”” the President
said — sentiments that must bring cheer to
people in distant continents like Asia where
Colombia and the Latin continent are still a
baffling mystery.

Another nation to highlight the potential
negative impact of globalisation was Sri Lan-
ka. “Globalisation and liberalisation have wid-
ened the gulf between rich and poor
countries,” said Sri Lanka's acting Foreign
Minister, Mr. Lakshman Kiriella. ““It is increas-
ingly evident that the benefits of globalisation
have eluded much of the developing world de-
spite adherence to the structural adjustment
policies of the Bretton Woods institutions.”

Coming from a country facing one of the
gravest challenges to its social fabric from ter-
rorist violence, Mr. Kiriella hoped practical
measures of cooperation would emerge from
the United Nations ad hoc committee on
elimination of terrorism which he heads.

THE HINDU

I APR (UD

Globalisation, a challenge

He also urged that the NAM formulate a
common position at the coming review con-
ference on the Non-Proliferation Treaty and
remarked rather significantly that “‘we (the in-
ternational community) have failed to fully
and satisfactorily address the issue of (nucle-
ar) proliferation.”

PTI reports:

Mr. Singh, who called on Mr. Pastrana dur-
ing the day, later held bilateral meetings with
Foreign Ministers and heads of delegations
from 15 countries including Morocco, Thai-
land, Norway, Algeria, Guatemala, Namibia,
Irag, South Africa, the Dominican Republic
and Qatar.

The meetings mainly focussed on the NAM
member-states’ desire to cooperate with India
in information technology and enhancement
of economic ties.

Most of these countries also sought a brief-
ing on the recent visit of the U.S. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, to India while sharing New
Delhi's concern over cross-barder terrorism,
officials said.

Mr. Singh and his Thai counterpart, Mr. Su-
rin Pitsuwan, discussed India’s greater invol-
vement in human resource development and
knowledge-based areas in the Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN).

During the bilateral meetings, Norway, a
guest at the NAM, supported New Delhi’s de-
mand for expansion of the U.N. Security
Council while the Algerian Foreign Minister,
Mr. Youcef Yousfi, sought Indian investment
in his country in the fertilizer sector.

The Guatemalan Foreign Minister, Mr. Ga-
briel Orellana Rojas’ request that his country
open a diplomatic mission in New Delhi was
welcomed by Mr. Singh.

The [raqi Foreign Minister, Mr. Mohammed
Said Al- Sahaf, who had supported India’s po-
sition on maintenance of a credible nuclear
deterrent after the 1998 nuclear tests, sought

active visits of high level officidls between New
Dethi and Baghdad.



Keep junta states out of NAM: India

Udayan Namboodir
Cartagena (Colombra) April 9 \

THE NON-Ahgned Move-ment
. (NAM) was today asked by India
to keep out countries with unde-
mocratic governments and those
that sponsor terrorism. Both are
characteristics well known to be
inextricably linked with Pakistan, a
country that India's Minister for
External Affairs, Mr Jaswant
Singh, sought to isolate at the 12th
conference of NAM foreign minis-
ters here today through barely con-
cealed references. :
In his statement, Mr Singh
reminded delegates that the
Commonwealth and Organisation
of African Unity (OAU) had
already decided that "no ruler who
has usurped power will be allowed
into its summits." Since this confer-
. €nce's importance in preparing the
agenda for next year's NAM sum-
mit in Dhaka cannot be overstated,

%Pwas obvious from the tenor of his

eech that the interregnum would
see India argue forcibly for NAM
to ke#p out Pakistan's military

chief executive General Parvez

Musharraf and ...
implictly force , g

tar harps

domestic front. The job of prepar-  keep up the success it achieved in

ing the dragft summit statement
would naturally go to the country
hosting the event and it is believed
that the next few months would see
: .. India work hard
" to reduce the

some more existing  space
humiliation on | S TiTe ! between the two.
Islamabad. cooEs i The resent

The next sum- PAKISTAN ON Sunday raised ; space is because
mit would be - the Kashmir issue here at the : of delayin imple-
held with  meeting of foreign ministers of | menting commit-
Bangladesh in ; the Non-Aligned Movement | ments on dis-
the chair. It is a = (NAM). Its Foreign Minister, . mantling tariff

country  trying
hard to resurrect
democratic rule

* Mr Abdul Sattar, called for the
settlement of the Kashmir .
question "in conformity with :

structures allow-
ing for greater
market access for

and institutions = the wishes of the people of Bangladesh trade
based on law. ° Kashmir". HTC, Cartagena  in India.
India's rapport S India is aware

with the Sheikh Hasina govern-
ment is well known, what with the
latter dispensation simultaneously
nurturing deeply entrenched anti-
Pakistani sentiments on the

that unlike the Commonwealth,
NAM does not have anything in its
constitution against undemocratic
governments attending its various
forums. However it ico macar tn

/HE HINDUSTAN TBE.

Durban last year when the new
aggrandiser in Islamabad was

_shown the door. The OAU, which

makes up the single largest block
in NAM, had also crystallised its
position against governments that
forcibly assume power.

The NAM, which is the biggest
grouping within the United
Nations, should according to India,
keep in mind the evolving geopoli-
tik where undemocratically admin-
istered nations are accorded pari-
ah status. "Therefore, we are hope-
ful that the support for this cause
within NAM will be greater than
the opposition".

Along with Pakistan, two other
NAM members, Burma and Ivory
Coast, have military rule. To avoid
tainting individuals, Mr Singh
refrained from naming countries
individually, but few observers

here could miss his alluding to
Palkictan
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FROM PRANAY SHARMA

Cartagena, April 10: India
notched up a perfect score at the
Non-Aligned Movement (Nam)
foreign ministers’ meet today
when it successfully managed to
execute its two-pronged strategy
of marginalising Pakistan further
and regaining the mantle to lead
the developing world.

The major embarrassment for
Pakistan came with the Nam for-
eign ministers agreeing to include
in its final document the example
of the Organisation of African
Unity (OAU), which does not
allow countries with military dic-
tators to be part of the organisa-
tion. This suggestion, made by for-
eign minister Jaswant Singh in
his speech yesterday, will be dis-
cussed by the heads of govern-
ment at the next Nam summit
scheduled for later this year in
Dhaka.

Apart from Pakistan, Myan-
mar and Ivory Coast are the two
other members which have mili-
tary dictators. Though the docu-
ment technically does not disqual-
ify these countries from Nam, it
keeps all such regimes on tenter-
hooks till it is finally discussed in
the Nam summit.

In an unusual gesture, the
Nam foreign ministers also came
out strongly against the Taliban
regime in Afghanistan. This move
is significant since Nam has
rarely condemned particular
regimes by name. It is important
not only because of the growing
recognition that a regime that ex-
ports religious fundamentalism
and terrorism is not acceptable,
but also because it tightens the
screw on Islamabad, a known ally
of the military regime in Kabul.

Singh expressed happiness
and made it clear that India has
“every reason to be entirely satis-
fied” with the Nam foreign minis-
ters’ meet. He pointed out that
there have been areas of signifi-
cant gain for Delhi. He claimed
that one of the achievements for
India has been its ability to steer
the meet away from the South

ndia savours

Asia rut. “The int\ at{onal com\
munity is now tired kistan’s
attempt to seek an identity out of
its constant opposition and hostil-
ity to India,” he said.

He added: “The initiatives
taken by India, particularly those
on making restoration of democ-
racy an important principle of
Nam, should not be seen in the bi-
lateral context. Rather, it should
be seen in the direction in which
the world is moving.” But his re-

marks notwithstanding, the
major gains for India came from
isolating Pakistan.

In another Indian coup of
sorts, the Nam foreign ministers,
while welcoming the forthcoming
Organisation of Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) meet in Qatar in July,
signalled that the OIC should re-
frain from taking decisions which
may hurt the sentiments of Nam
members.

Pakistan, which considers the
QIC its pocket borough, has been
systematically passing anti-Indi-
an resolutions on Kashmir. To-
day’s development may make the
OIC more sensitive to India’s sen-
timents. Or at least, it will give
countries in the OIC an alibi to
temper the resolutions so that
they do not irk Delhi.

Realising it was being cor-
nered, Pakistan tried to get back
at India by raising the “flash
point” theory, which argues that
outside intervention is necessary
to make the nuclear twins return
to the negotiating table to bring
down the temperature in the
volatile region. But India, stress-
ing the need for urgent steps to-
wards global disarmament, man-
aged to rope in other countries to
force Pakistan to withdraw the
three amendments it had pro-
posed in this crucial area.

Coupled with this was the Nam
foreign ministers’ recognition of
the need to fight the scourge of ter-
rorism and support the Indian
draft on a comprehensive conven-
tion on terrorism at the next ses-
sion of the United Nations Gener-
al Assembly in September this

year.
/
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‘Keep army\eriled nations out of NAM’

The Times of india News Service }1” i{e said-vf‘déveloping countries

CARTAGENA: India on
Saturday asked the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) to take a prin-
cipled stand on value-based pol-
tics and set-up benchmarks” for
membership. It also kept up the
twin refrain of democracy and ter-
rorism, both inextricably linked to
Pakistan.

“It is time that the fhovement
also committed itsplf gs uncom-
promusingly to rulesiof democracy,
the rule of law and' the preserva-
tion of fundamental rights and lib-
erties,” external affairs minister
Jaswant Singh told representatives
of the 115 countries assembled in
the Colombian sea side resort.

got a bad name because of “isolat-
ed lapses” by some countries.

Without mentioning Pakistan,

Myanmar or the Ivory Coast, the
three military ruled member states
of NAM, Mr Singh took the
opportunity offered by African
countries to hammer home his
point.

The 50-member Organisation of
African Unity (OAU) had, in a
statement in Algiers, said that no
ruler who had usurped power
should be allowed into its summits.
The Commonwealth, Mr Singh
recounted, had a similar charter.
“It’s time that NAM did the same.
NAM, which represents two-thirds

of the membership of the United
Nations, needed to take a stand on
values,” he added.

Mr Singh'’s appeal was appreci-
ated by a majority of members,
though it is still uncertain if this
issue will find a place in the final
document at the end of the meet
on Sunday. However, a beginning
has been made and it may take
time but is likely to be adopted at a
future date. Meanwhile, the meet-
ing has served India’s purpose of
holding up a mirror to General
Musharraf’s regime in Pakistan.

Mr Singh spoke at length about
terrorism and began the spade-
work for getting a majority of UN
members on India’s side.
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It is bad policy to make Paklstan a pariah state

T Cartagena, External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh sounded like the latest cham-

ion of an ethical foreign policy, picking up

from where a chastened Robin Cook of Britain’s
New Labour party left off some time ago. Singh de-
manded that NAM act to uphold democracy, the
rule of law and the preservation of fundamental

NAM looked inwards and tried to reformitself. But
as an approach to dealing with India’s Pakistan
problem which, patently, is the basic purpose of
Singh’s initiative, it is wrong, First, there is NAMit-

_rights and liberties. In principle thisis right. Itistime

self. There are many departures in practice from thé -
norms of good: government among NAM’s 115

Singh’s ideals in principle but will surely baulk at*

taking specific steps against one of their num

Singh’s call for action creates two kinds of problems. v

One is the precedent it sets. NAM should commit
itself to aset of common values, India’s foreign min-
ister insisted. This is tantamount to laying down new
rules of membership. The Organisation of African
Unity would like to exclude usurpers of power from
membership of that body. So Singh would like to ex-
clude non-democrats from NAM.

After Pakistan, the obvious question is, who’s
next in line for a bit of punishment? NAM is still

- lacking in a clear focis and identity ten years after

the cold war ended and therefore attempts to dif-
ferentiate between members on the basis of their
democratic credentials are liable to fracture the as-
sociation. The second problem lies in the hypocrisy

of expressmg noble sentiments in orde}}o %;:ve
aparticular regional goal, in this case, the isoltion of
Pakistan. It is unclear whether Singh’s aim s the sus-
pension of Pakistan from membership of NAM, fol-
lowing the example of the Commonwealth'which
has done so, or whether strong condemnation of the
military regime will be enough. But clearly India
hopes one way or another to send a message to the
Musharraf regime.

The whole enterprise is vitiated because it is
Pakistan-centric. Of course, India can argue that
enlightened self-interest is the driving force and
the adoption of democratic norms will do all

. NAM nations good in the course of time. But not
membbrs They may be prepared to endorse

many are likely to be impressed with such
sophistry. From Indig’s perspective, the tactics at
NAM are short-sighted so much so that the gov-
ernment should hope that they will not succeed.
DeclaringtPakistan a pariah will effectively slam
the door on India-Pakistan talks. The Vajpayee
government’s current posture of refusing to en-
gage Islamabad at any level as long as Musharraf is |
in charge will not be viable for very long. Sooner
rather than later it will become hecessary to re-
turn to the table. When that time comes what will
be important is what commitments the regime in
Islamabadis prepared to make towards curtailing
cross-border terrorism, and also whether the
regime has the domestic clout to carry out its com-

mitments. At a pragmatic level that is all that phat-
ters. Whether there is a military or W&m—

. ernment is not of the essence here.
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By Seema Guha & Agencies

CARTAGENA: In a major diplo-
matic triumph for
India, the thir-
teenth  foreign
ministers’ confer-
ence of the Non-
1 Aligned Move-
| ment (NAM) on
Monday agreed
that Pakistan and

her military-
Jaswant Singh ?&led statZs
should be debarred from its mem-
bership. However, a final decision
on the issue will be taken at the
NAM summit scheduled to be held
in Dhaka next year.

India thus notched up a couple of
significant points at the end of the
meeting, succeeding in its efforts to
isolate and embarrass Pakistan. A
large majority of the 115 member
states agreed to the suggestion of
external affairs minister Jaswant
Singh that it was time that NAM
took a principled stand against
countries which subverted democ-
ratic principles.

Taking a cue from the Common-
wealth and the Organisation of
African Unity groupings, Mr Singh
forced home the point that NAM
must also ensure that dictators and
military rulers are banished from
its membership. The final declara-
tion from Cartagena will call for the
adoption of this clause during the
next summit meeting in Dhaka.

In yet another significant move
that could prevent the Organisa-
tion of Islamic Conference (OIC)
from passing Pakistan-sponsored
anti-India resolutions in future, the
ministers asked the OIC to follow
the principles of NAM and desist
from attacking member states.
Many OIC countries are also mem-
bers of NAM.

A relaxed Mr Singh told re-
porters, “We have every reason to
be entirely satisfied with the pro-
ceedings. There have been areas of
significant gains for India.”

A combination of tough back-
room lobbying and shrewd ma-
noeuvring of the opportunities
which came up during the two-day
meeting helped further India’s
diplomatic cause. Mr Singh had
made the point that NAM must
take note of the changing political
culture of the times and take a
stand on democracy. So far, democ-
racy has never been a benchmark
for NAM membership. It has never
taken a stand against dictatorship

NAM agrees to
ebar Pak Ir
membershlp

rom

G|

and military regimes beca s many
of its leading lights in the past did
not have democratic credentials.
This was also overlooked because
of the problems confronting coun-
tries which had overthrown colo-
nial rule and were facing many
challenges, often resulting in their
seeking the army’s backing.

The purpose of the entire exer-
cise was not so much respect for
democracy as to nail Pakistan’s mil-
itary ruler General Pervez Mushar-
raf. If democracy was the hallmark,
India could have been just as cool
towards its eastern neighbour,
Myanmar. Yet, New Delhi, in its ea-
gerness to woo the military junta in
Myanmar, has steadily ignored the
cause of the democratic movement
in that country.

Mr Singh expressed confidence
that despite India’s stand against
military rulers in Cartagena, the
country would remain friends with
the current rulers in Myanmar.

However, Pakistan 1s a different
case altogether as Gen Musharrafis
regarded by the Vajpayee govern-
ment as the man responsible for the
Kargil battle. Besides, ever since the
military coup in that country, India
has missed no opportunity to corner
Pakistan at international meets. The
fact that many African and Latin
American members are passionate
about their antipathy to military
regimes has only helped smoothen
New Dethi’s path.

Another opportunity came In-
dia’s way here when Qatar, the host
of the next OIC meet, asked NAM
to welcome the OIC summit to be
held later this year. New Delhi, long
used to being harangued by Pak-
istan at the OIC, seized the chance
to strike a bargain. NAM agreed to
welcome the summit as long as the
OIC stuck to the principles adopt-
ed by NAM,

Also, for the first time in a NAM
document, the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan was condemned. Ear-
lier, Pakistan had worked together
with Iran to stop any condemnation
of the Islamic regime in
Afghanistan. However,on Monday,
Iran and India got together to ham-
mer out a critical assessment of the
Taliban and Pakistan was kept out
of the deliberations. For New Del-
hi, hitting out at the Taliban was just
an extension of its fight against ter-
rorism, the added bonus being the
closeness of the Pakistan military
to a faction of the Taliban.

P See Edit: General Quarantine, Page 12
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& TRIUMPH OF SORTS FOR INDIAN DIPLOMACY

NAM endorses
democracy norm

By K. V. Krishnaswamy

CARTAGENA (Colombia), APRIL 10. The
non-aligned movement late on
Sunday night took an apparent
leap forward in its evolution,
breaking away from the beaten
path and proclaiming a new polit-
ical culture that seeks to give the
principles of democracy the pri-
macy of place among its large
membership.

The declaration in{orporating
the democracy nor as ap-
proved by the 13th ministerial
meeting of the Non-Aligned
Movement’s Foreign Ministers at
the conclusion of two days of de-
liberations, which stretched late
into the night. It must be ap-
proved by the summit of the orga-
nisation, scheduled to convene in
Dhaka, in the summer of next
year, to become ready for imple-
mentation. There is no guarantee
it will or can be given the orga-
nisation’s disparate membership.

If the democracy norm is ac-
cepted, there will be three ready
candidates who will face expul-
sion. Two of them are in India’s
neighbourhood: Pakistan and
Myanmar, former Burma. The
third is Ivory Coast. All three have
until next year to comply.

The democracy promise was
inserted through a deft manoeu-
vre that served to minimise oppo-
sition and ensured greater
support.

The incorporation of the norm,
the first such in the 40-year-old
organisation’s chequered history,
must be deemed a triumph of
sorts for Indian diplomacy. Offi-
cials stressed that their target was
not Pakistan and that they drew
inspiration from the action of the
Organisation of African Unity
which, at its summit in Algiers,
adopted the path-breaking prin-
ciple. They saw every justification
for extending to the non-aligned

movement a yardstick for mem-
bership that has been found to be
good enough for the OAU, which
groups African nations. Besides,
many of the OAU members are
also concurrently in the NAM.

A key member of the Organisa-
tion of Islamic Conference, which
is to host a summit shortly, agreed
to support the NAM’s new princi-
ple.

Indian diplomacy scored an-
other triumph when the meeting
adopted a strongly worded con-
demnation of the Taliban and its
activities in Afghanistan. The fun-
damentalist regime, recognised
by just three sectarian friendly
neighbours, came in for sharp re-
buke for continuing to seek a mil-
itary solution to the crisis in the
mountain country.

The Taliban was also criticised
for its sponsorship of terrorism.
The declaration said, ‘‘we strongly
condemn the continuing use of

Afghan territory, especially areas
controlled by the Taliban, for the
sheltering and training of terror-
ists and planning of terrorist
acts.”

The NAM'’s strong formulation
was distinctly aided by the con-
verging interests of India and
Iran, both neighbours of Afghan-
istan. The two Foreign Ministers
had an hour-long interaction dur-
ing the day on the sidelines of the
plenary session. Pakistan, a key
provider and supporter of the Ta-
liban, obviously found itself side-
lined and apparently must have
lodged its reservations over the
language.

The External Affairs Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, had used
strong words against the Taliban
when he made his presentation
before the plenary on Saturday.
The language was perhaps the
strongest used by India against
the fundamentalist grouping.

‘Pak. offer a

By K. V. Krishnaswamy

CARTAGENA, APRIL 10. The External
Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, made an intriguing com-
ment this evening while discuss-
ing relations with Pakistan at a
press conference he addressed
towards the conclusion of the
ministerial meeting here.

While showing no inclination
to lower the hardline rhetoric
against Pakistan that he has be€
displaying in the last few weeks,
the Minister said in reply to per-
sistent questions on the possibil-
ity and desirability of resuming
discussions: “Don’t be impa-
tient.”

The comment was accompa-
nied by the suggestion that there
was no occasion to jump to any

conclusions, either. Positive_or
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negative? He smiled away the
question on the implication of
his remark. Mr. Singh dismissed
the Pakistani Chief Executive,
General Pervez Musharraf’s offer
to talk: “anywhere and at any
place’ as a pointless public rela-
tiony exercise. “The issue is not
ic relations. It is an issue of
supstance, of bilateral relations,
of commitment.”

He said he did not want to get
into a Lahore process after the
series of events which followed
the historic bus diplomacy of the
Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vaj-
payee. He felt that the interna-
tional community now wearied
of futile exercises (by Pakistan)
and the current session of the
ministerial meetings demon-

_ Strated this tellingly.
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m/\%AKING NAM RELEVANT

< THE FOREIGN MINISTERS of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) have lost a valuable opportu-
nity in Cartagena to find a new direction and
relevance for the 40-year-old organisation.
Meeting at a time when the need for NAM was
itself being questioned, and preparing for the
first summit of the millennium next year, the
Foreign Ministers should have focussed more on
providing a political and economic orientation
to the movement as developing countries face
new challenges in a unipolar world. Instead of
lIooking for that new direction this session, NAM
was bogged down by partisan considerations.
The NAM now wants to champion the cause of
democracy, threatening to expel member-states
where military regimes have overthrown demo-
cratically-elected Governments. It was certainly
correct to warn the military junta not to rule
without a mandate and to restore democracy as
quickly as possible. But to take that further, and
in effect take a leaf out of the Organisation of
African Unity (OAU)’s book or that of the Com-
monwealth to make democracy itself a norm for
membership is not really relevant in the NAM
context. Even if Indian diplomacy may be cele-
brating its success in getting NAM to endorse
democracy as part of its new political culture, it
will surely sour the atmosphere even more with-
in South Asia. Pakistan, Myanmar and Ivory
Coast are three NAM members under military
rule, who have time till next year to comply with
the new requirement to retain their member-
ship.

The Colombian President, Mr. Andres Pas-
trana, set the right tone for the 13th NAM Minis-
terial Meeting by identifying globalisation and
humanitarian intervention by the U.N. as two of
the most important challenges facing the devel-
oping countries. Under the WTO regime and the
process of globalisation, many developing econ-
omies and Least Developed Countries (L.DCs)
run the risk of being totally marginalised. In the

A\

unipolar world, with virtually little thallenge to
the dominance of the U.S., it was indumbent on
the part of a premier grouping likf NAM to
emerge as a rallying point and help shadpe a mul-
tipolar world. Unless the common intgrests of
the developing countries are protected and the
sovereignty of their decision-making process in
foreign policy is guaranteed, the threat of being
engulfed by the dictates of the global powers
looms large. The NAM provided a readymade
shelter for a collective leadership and an anchor
for the economies in transition.

Dealing with burning issues such as global
terrorism and nuclear disarmament or evolving
a consensus on a common approach to the com-
ing millennium summit of the U.N. was certainly
more meaningful. But given the increasing pres-
ence of the Western powers as observers in a
NAM conference, it appears that their agenda of
“spreading democracy” has been deftly smug-
gled into this forum. The strident criticism of the
Taliban, though warranted, also bears Washing-
ton's stamp. The plight of the Afghan people de-
mands international attention and the Taliban’s
brand of terrorism needs to be condemned, but
it is the Osama bin Laden factor that has influen-
ced special attention in Cartagena. Indian diplo-
mats and the Foreign Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, may be smiling over their diplomatic tri-
umph in teaching Pakistan another lesson. But
in truth, they are only taking the bilateral rela-
tionship to a point of no return. After a brief
interlude when Indian foreign policy really ac-
quired a new dynamism and global focus, it has
unfortunately returned to the Pakistan-centric
mode in recent months. It is time for India to get
on with its own agenda and realise its economic
potential, instead of/diluting its energies on iso-
lating Pakistan.
shattered ecogomy can be a greater threat to
India.
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HE ONE enduring imagd, from the
recent ministerial meeti
Non-aligned Foreign Minsters in
Cartagena, Colombia, may neces-
sarily have nothing to do with the NAM or
its future. But it did present the real pic-
ture as the VIPs from different parts of the
world gathered at the Colombian beach
resort, hosting a NAM gathering for the
third or fourth time. A faraway land in the
midst of a major peace initiative to bring
its leftist guerillas back to the national
mainstream was interested in only one
personage: the American Ambassador who
had come from the capital, Bogota, leading
an observers team. The Ambassador from
Washington was literally besieged by Col-
ombian newsmen whenever he could be
cornered as they recorded every word he
uttered and captured his smiles in ali their
broadness as he fended off questions.

There was nothing particularly surpris-
ing in the American envoy being the centre
of attraction in a continent that for all
practical purposes is an extended territory
of the United States. But for contrast it was
quite telling: the Colombian media severe-
ly ignored the others, all the Foreign Min-
isters and their retinue of officials and

Ambassadors at the United Nations at-

tending the meeting. As the VIPs flitted in
and out of the conference centre, you were
free to speak to them if you spoke their
language. The Pakistani Foreign Minister,
for example. Or the Bangladesh Minister
who responded to banter in native Benga-
li. Any Foreign Minister would have count-
ed himself lucky if he had been spotted
and recognised in the melee that was the
lobby.

Perhaps Cartagena had got used to the
Non-aligned featherweights. To be fair to
the Colombian newshounds, perhaps they
did not realise the power of the movement
that has on its rolls more than 115 nations
from all the continents around. They also
did not perhaps suspect that the NAM was
at the crossroads in this unipolar world
and had lost much of its shine after the end
of the Cold War which had invested it with
some bargaining muscle as between the
two blocs. They certainly would not have
divined that a majority of the participants
were doing their very best to further deva-

By K. V. Krishnaswamy

lue a movement that has in fact more rele-
vance today than at any time in the past
decade and more.

Many of the leaders, including the host
country’s President, Mr. Andres Pastrana,

underlined the NAM’s continued rele-*

vance in the context of the globalisation
rush and the imperative of evolving a joint
stand by the developing nations to counter
the onslaught of capitalist fundamental-
ism. Mr. Pastrana set the right tone in his
inaugural address: “We (the Non- aligned)
have the right and the duty to play an ac-

Western military alliance, had done to one
of the founding members of the move-
ment, Yugoslavia. The interventionist pol-
icy was crafted to break up the Yugoslav
federation. But when NATO planes were
dropping tonnes of borbs, no fellow NAM
member spoke up. Solidarity had ceased
to have meaning in the sterile climate that
followed the end of the ideological war in
the early Nineties. It had even less mean-
ing now, with the developing world finding
the lure of multinational corporations im-
possible to resist.

The bitterness such strategies (as adopted by India

vis-a-vis Pakistan at the Cartagena NAM meeting)

cause will bring no commensurate benefit and will
only further vitiate the bilateral atmosphere.

tive part, on an equal footing, in the defini-
tion of a global order, which includes the
aspirations and interest of our developing
countries. An order which regulates glob-
alisation will have to take account of the
very great challenges faced by mankind:
the reduction of abject poverty, the risk to
the environment that concern this whole
planet, the marginal situation of huge
numbers of people around the world, the
lethal menace of nuclear, chemical and bi-
ological weapons, global threats to human
health, natural disasters, violations of hu-
man rights, fundamental guarantees for
the individual and the world problem of
drug-trafficking.”

An exhaustive agenda dominated by the
need to evolve a just economic world or-
der. The economic agenda was as vast as it
was in urgent need of being addressed. It
was a paradox that most nations stopped
with appeals for action. They lacked the
political will to push for a joint strategy.
The post Cold War ideological vacuum
failed to stir them or awaker them to the
lurking threat of economic slavery.

Almost all the speakers also referred to
the creeping dangers from the now-fash-
ionable Western pursuit of a policy of hu-
manitarian intervention. None of them
openly took a stand on what NATO, the
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Besides, as at most such gatherings of
the NAM, there were also regional scores
to settle for some of the participants,
though admittedly this time such mutual
bilateral bashing had been minimal. One
country that did not cover itself in glory in
this respect was India. For the Indian dele-
gation, led by the mercurial External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, the
presence of representatives of the military
regime of Pakistan was too intolerable.
Since convention demanded that bilateral
disputes be kept off the NAM forum, the
issue of the overthrow of the civilian Gov-
ernment in Pakistan was sought to be
raised under the broad canvas of democra-
¢y and threats to civilian rule from the mil-
itary. The irrelevance of the democracy
theme to the Non-aligned audience was
ignored.

India did this remarkably well. It resur-
rected a resolution passed at a summit of
the Organisation of African Unity last sum-
mer and manoeuvred to have it cited as a
point of reference in the declaration
adopted by the ministerial meeting.

The reference, allowed in by the other
delegates to please India, must obviously
have been strongly resisted by Pakistan,
which justifiably felt it was the target.
There were three candidates for the pos-

/ Democracy as bargaining chip
Ay

sible chop: besides Pakistan they were
Myanmar and Ivory Coast. Indian officials
took pains to deny that Pakistan was the
target. Perhaps more significant than this
discovery of the merits of democracy was
the astonishing ease with which India suc-
ceeded in its single-point agenda. Did In-
dia have it easy because none of the other
members of the NAM cared much about
the goings-on in an organisation fighting
to survive in this rapidly evolving global
order?

Or, did the participants, representing
more than 115 countries, unquestioningly
accept the leadership role of a country
basking in the afterglow of an extended
visit by the American President?

What was New Delhi’s agenda if it was
not the systematic downgrading of the
NAM? For, if democracy had been one of
the criteria when the movement was
launched, at least two of the three spon-
sors would have been disqualified. Of In-
dia, FEgypt and Yugoslavia, only this
country had the makings of democracy by
the mid-Fifties. Egypt under Gamel Nasser
and Yugoslavia under Marshal Tito were
militaryxdictatorships without any preten-
sions to democratic plularity. Indonesia’s
Sukarno was a benign despot whose first
task on coming to power was to incarcer-
ate his political opponents.

Democracy was far from the mind of the
leaders who launched the movement. The
sleight of hand that produced the democ-
racy wand would undoubtedly have found
it difficult to convince the Non-aligned al-
lies of the logic of citing the OAU resolu-
tion. The organisation represents nations
from a couatinent where democracy has
succeeded in putting down roots only in
the extremities of the south and the north,
with the middle and the rest mired in the
darkness of various shades of dictatorship.

There were broad suggestions that India
had brought in the democracy plank as a
bargaining point. Maybe it was. Maybe the
objective was to pressure the Musharraf
regime in Pakistan to put democracy back
on the rails earlier than it seems inclined.
However laudable, the bitterness such
strategies cause will bring no commensu-
rate benefit and will only further vitiate the
bilateral atmosphere.



