India, Israel begin \
diplomatic e

By Oup-Special Correspondent *’W

ELH\, NOV. 15. [srael has be-
a new round of diplomatic
ngagement with India to help
stop the spiral of violence and re-
vive the stalled West Asian peace
process. Israel’s Deputy Director
General (Asia and Pacific), Mr. Zvi

| Gabay, is already in India to dis-

cuss the latest stand- off between
the Israelis and Palestinians. He
has met the Secretary (east) in the
foreign office, Mr. K.V Rajan, and

senior officials. y R

In an informal’ chat with the
media this morning, Mr. Gabay
said he was looking towards India
for exerting its influence to end
the violence between the Israelis
and Palestinians so that the core
objective of reviving the stalled
peace talks could be achieved./

- }n response to a questiony Mr.
Gabay said Israel was ready t¢ dis-
cuss all issues with the Pafesti-
nians including the status of the
walled city of Jerusalem. He held
the Chairman of the Palestinian
Liberation = Organisation, Mr.
Yasser Arafat responsible for the
recent spurt in violence.

{

Mr. Gabay pointed out that the
current political crisis in Israel |
had increased the cohesion of all '

the groups participating in the Is-
rael's ruling coalition govern-
ment. The visit assumes import-
ance as Israel is aware of India’s
capacity to influence the Palesti-
nian leadership. The West Asian
peace process was a key area of
discussion dyring the visit of the
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J/srael Wants
A

EL WANTS India on the side of peace.
or this reason, Tel Aviv has dispatched its
deputy director general in the foreign min-
isfry. Mr Zvi Gabay. to New Defhi to confer
ith leaders across the political spectrum here
nd officials in South Block and explain that

Israel is interested in a peaceful solution to the
ongoing crisis.

__ Mr Gabay said today that Isracl has promised
tq "stop retaliation as soon as Mr Arafat stops
the shooting”. With this simple message, he
hopes to gain "understanding” from the Indian
side. "The Paléstinians can enjoy peace and
tranquiltity if they want it".

Since the beginning of the present crisis that
began in mid-October, India has been touched
by high and middle level emissaries from both

i sides of the divide. Prime Minister Ehud Barak

and Palestinian Authority chief Yasser Arafat

both contacted Prime Minister Atal Behari

V'qpayee seekmg India's cooperation to prevent

the situation from going bad to worse. The lat-

est missive from Tel Aviv arrived only last week

when Mr Barak wrote to Mr Vajpayee a letter

that "conveyed the Isracli commitment to
eace”.

Oftficials of West Asian countries calted on
BJP president Bangaru Laxman carlicr this
month. Yesterday, it was the turn of the Isracli
cnvoy here, Mr David Aphek. Mr Gabay
explained that in subsequent days, leaders of
other political parties would also be contacted.

Political opinion in India is divided between
abject neutrality and open support for the
Palestinians. Israel, Ambassador Gabay says. is
not interested in competing with Palestinians
for India's support. "We are not here to score
points. We only want India on the side of
peace,” said Mr Gabay.

Clearing misgivings about the réle of an old
India friend, Arafat, is alsypar of his brief. A

HT COrre ondent
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ndia on the side of peace

considerable number of Indians have bought
the idea that Mr Arafat is not entirely responsi-
ble for cxacerbating the situation from the
Palestinian side. Mr Gabay makes it clear that it
is a myth. "He is in total control of the situation
and nothing cun happen in Palestine without his
command. Why docsi't he put the Hamaz mili-
tunis who he released back i jail?”

Mr Galuiny said that though India supported
the reselution in the United Nations Human
Rights Commission condemning Israel for car-
rying out atrocities on Palestinians, Isracl drew
comfort from sizeable portions in the Indian
reply, which placed faith in the Sharm el Shaikh
Agreement and backed the constitution of a
fact finding mission.

The commission, which was supposced to be
formed by United States President Bill Clinton,
is yet to take shape.

Mr Gabay said that IsracLbad nothing to hide
and hopes the commis#fon's report would be an
objective one.
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Mu.\nu—mmz;z NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Nov. 23. — India
finds itself on a sticky wicket in
West Asia because of its geo-
strategic location. It has
remained neutral maintaining
an equi-distance from both
Palestine and Israel.

Keeping a low profile and not
being vociferous at all in taking
a categorical stand, India has
been more realistic. It neither
wants to antagonise the Arab
league by speaking against the
Palestinians nor does it want to
snap ties with its new found
friend, Israel.

Since Arab countries have
been the largest suppliers of
crude oil and source of hard
currency, India has to pursue
the traditional Arab policy.
Besides, aligning with Israel
can also boomerang, causing

. prejudice to its electoral
prospects at home by alienating
the Muslim population.

Ambassadors from the 1%-
member Arab League have
individually met BJP president
Mr Bangaru Laxman and
discussed the “present volatile
situation” in West Asia.

Speaking to The Statesman,
Mr Laxman said India hasn’t
changed its policy on West Asia.

s ave

It has remained ooSB;nmm
its principals and not deviated
from its moral stand on the
Palestinians’ “just demand.”
But, at the same time, since
“India is only benefitted” by its
diplomatic relationship with
Israel in sectors such as
agriculture, terrorism combat
and security, it has not deviated
from its bilateral issues.

India’s military needs are only
likely to grow. There is tremen-
dous need for inputs, import of
components and collaboration in
core technologies such as
missiles, tanks and aircraft.
Besides, the cost of research and
development could turn out to
be quite crippling in economic
terms for India, says an analyst.

India nurturing its diplomatic
ties with Israel 1s seen as a
strategic move. After all Israel
is ready to provide state-of-the-
art equipment and technology
to strengthen the military
status by cooperating in
electronics, missile technology
and intelligence. And certainly,
for India, building ties with
Israel could be an effective

L]

counter-balance to Pakistan’s

Mr Ehud Barak

military as well as political
tactics. On the other hand, for
the Israelis, India is a lucrative
market.

India also doesn’t want to take
a strong stand especially when
internationally the wave has
been more or less in favour of
Israel. On 27 October, in the
Human Rights Commission, 19
voted in support of Israel, 16
opposed and 17 remained
absent. Moreover, even the
Sharm  el-Sheikh  summit

resolution was also welcomed -

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee

by most of the countries.

This clearly indicated that in
the international forum, the
world was taking an objective
view. In such a scenario if India
becomes vociferous it will only
stand exposed and harm itself

internationally as well as
internally and perhaps
ultimately have to join the “18-

member club.”

“Vocal language never created
an impact earlier... But that
does not mean that I want to
belittle those instances. We

Mr Yasser Arafat

{India) want to continue our
relationship with both,” he said.

While the Israeli ambassador
to India, Mr David Aphek,
appreciates India’s stand, the
Palestinians seem to be slightly
sceptical although its ambassa-
dor, Dr Khalid El-Sheikh diplo-
matically said: “We (Palestin-
ians) could not have expected
anything more than India
taking a moral stand based on
principles of the issue.” But, at
the same time, it is keeping a
watch on India and Israel’s

reported nooummeos (which
has been denied) in nuclear
power because then it becomes
a threat for the Arab League.

“There are differences within
the Arab league. They have
their own problems and each of
them is negotiating with some
or the other country
individually. After losing US
support and the eclipse of the
Soviet Union, the Arabs now
have no other choice but to look
for support from India,” said a
veteran politician.

However, India too perhaps
cannot be complacent and
maintain a neutral position for
long because India’s trade
which is about 16 billion dollars
with the Arab countries, might
get jeopardised. India’s trade
with Israel, on the contrary, is
far less. “Tiey (India) know
that it cannot afford to ignore:
us,” said Dr Sheikh.

India feels that there can only
be a political solution to the
conflict. A military solution
would only harm both the
parties. “Perhaps both sides
should announce ceasefire,
come to the negotiating table

 ———— .

said the

v .
and clinch the issue,”

BJP president.

Dr Sheikh says that the USA
has always been partial on the
negotiating table, having a tilt
towards the Israel because they
happen to be the ally of the
Americans. However, Mr
Aphek seems to have lost faith
on verbal commitments by the
Palestinians: “We say words
are important (when Palestin-
ians speak about ceasefire) but
we want to see in deeds.”

No one can predict definitely
when this violence will end.
While the Israeli ambassador
insists that dJerusalem is the
main factor for the aggression.
which is politically and
historically important for them,
the Palestine ambassador says
that the conflict is not mainly
on Jerusalem or over religion;
it is more over the territories.
occupied by the Israelis which'
“should have been given to us.”

Dr Sheikh says that 100 per

&mbﬁ of Palestine territory has
-

een occupied by the Israelis. a
charge which is denied vehe-
mently by the Israelis. His
Israeli counterpart says that Mr
Ehud Barak is ready to give
state status to the Palestine pro-
vided its leader Yasser Arafat
comes on the negotiating table
and abides by the ocutcome.

\\



A Positive outlook for Indo-Iranian pipeline

“ ’\ “ By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, NOV. 23. In a pragmatic bid td’redu
the political risk involved in transporting nat
ural gas from the Persian Gulf to the Subconti-

- nent via Pakistan, India and Iran may consider
inviting international energy companies to
run the project and manage the associated
liabilities.

At the end of the second round of talks to-
day on natural gas transportation, India and
Iran appeared ready to explore ways to skirt
around Pakistan’s involvement that makes In-
dia nervous about joining this valuable mega
project.

The Deputy Foreign Minister of Iran, Mr.
S.M.H. Adeli, who led the Iranian delegation,
told The Hindu today that the decision to
bring in the international energy companies
was an “attempt to depoliticise” the project.

Iran is sitting on one of the world’s largest
reserves of natural gas. India, with its hunger
for energy resources, is becoming one of the

Q/A \‘\ world’s biggest importers of natural gas.

The plans for getting natural gas from Iran

have been held up by India’s deep reserva-
tions about letting an energy lifeline come
through Pakistan and giving the military rulers
in Islamabad a powerful leverage.
In a move to address the Indian concerns,
Mr. Adeli said Tehran has proposed that the
project can be treated as a “bilateral” one in-
volving Iran, the source of natural gas and In-
dia, the market.

The two countries could together arrive at
an understanding with an international con-
sortium that will run the project and manage
the risks of disruption involved in shipping the
natural gas through Pakistan.

Under the new proposal neither India nor
Iran will need to enter into any ‘“‘contractual
obligations” with Pakistan or rely on Islama-
bad’s security assurances. That responsibility
will now lie with the international consortium.
India, official sources here said, gave an “at-
tentive hearing’' to the Iranian proposal.

Mr. Adeli told the Indian side that Iran does
not see the gas pipeline through Pakistan “as a
political project aimed at solving political is-
sues in the region,” and views it as a “purely
commercial one”. According to Mr. Adeli,
many international majors are keen on devel-
oping the overland pipeline between India
and Iran.

When the External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, travelled to Iran last May, it was
agreed by the two sides to set up a Joint Work-
ing Committee to go into the issues relating to
transport of Iranian gas supplies to India.

The mandate of the JWC was to examine the
security, political, technical and economic is-
sues related to the transportation of the Ira-
nian gas.

The committee's first meeting was held in
Tehran in August. The second round here thi
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-INDO-IRAN GAS PIPELINE / FAVOURABLE TO OUR OWN INTERESTS

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 7. Pakistan Petroleum Minister, Mr.
Unsman Aminuddin, has said there was no hurdle
from Pakistan’s side to the construction of the 1500-
km Iran-India natural gas pipeline.

In an interview to the Middle East Broadcasting
Corporation, the Minister said Pakistan had posi-
tively responded to the Iranian proposal on the pipe-
line project and was prepared to address all security
concerns of India.

“We dls6 consider the project viable and favour-
able to our own interests. The Pakistan Government
attached top priority to the cooperation among the
regional countries for development of oil and gas
sector,” the Minister was quoted as saying.

Last week Pakistan set up a special task force to
pursue the project. It went out of its way to empha-
sise that Iran and India should opt for land route
rather than offshore for laying of the pipeline. It also
gave a written undertaking to Iran guaranteeing the
safety of the project in view of apprehensions ex-
pressed by New Delhi on the project’s viability given
the history of hostilities between the two countries.

Two days before the Teheran meeting, in an in
terview to the Khaleej Times, Mr. Aminuddin ha
been quoted as saying that both India and Iran were
told by Pakistan that land route for the proposed gas
pipeline was more practical than the offshore route.

Pakistan is keen on early completion of the project

Pakistan seeks to allay
Indian security

By B. Muralidhar Reddy ‘H 0 < l ﬂas it foresees enog:tujeconomlc benefits from it.

concerns

According to estimafes, the country can expect to
earn annually, royalty ranging between $ 500 to 700
million and $ 200 miltion through purchase of gas at
a discounted price.

Advantage: Indian sugar firms

In another development that is seen as favouring
Indian firms, the Trading Corporation of Pakistan
(TCP) has preponed the schedule for delivery of sug-
ar from exporters by a fortnight.

The TCP had invited bids for supply of 100,000
tonnes of crystal white sugar on August 29. The ten-
ders are to be opened on September 9. As per the
original delivery plan, the TCP had asked bidders to
quote prices for delivery of 12,500 tonnes of sugar by
October 15 and the remaining quantity by October
30.

Now, the TCP has announced a revised schedule
according to which the delivery date for the first
consignment of 12,500 tonnes is September 30, for
the second cargo of 12,500 tonnes, October 7, the
third of 37,500 tonnes by October 15 and the last
cargo of 37,500 tonnes by October 30.

Documentation of the agreement would take a
minimum seven days, leaving only 15 days for deliv-
ery of a shipload te Karachi. This has left the field

n to Indian sugar exporters, as exporters from |

other countries cgutd not be expected to meet the l
deadline.




Tsrael p1c1<s

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 5“ g
JERUSALEM, Sept. 11. — The director-general
of Israel’s defence ministry made a secret visit to
India this past weekend in an effort to promote
the sale of military hardware, specifically

"Israel’s Phalcon surveillance and early-warning
airplane. The visit comes only two months after
Israel caved into US pressure and reneged on a
Phalcon sale to China.

The visit was shrouded in secrecy, apparently
because the Israelis fear they might face similar
US pressure to back off on a possible sale of
Phalcon aircraft to India. The USA has fur-
nished Israel with a list of four countries —
China, Russia, India and Pakistan — and insist-
ed that it have the right to veto the sales of arms
and weapons to these states. (After India con-
ducted a series of nuclear tests in 1998, the USA

India for Phalcon deal
\/

imposed sanctions on 0\)elh1 )

The Americans opposed the sale of the Phalcon,
which contains no US components, to China on
the grounds that it would boost the military edge
of a country they believe is emerging as a poten-
tial strategic foe. When Israel dragged its feet in
the face of US demands that it nix the sale, some
Congressman threatened to cut American aid to
the Jewish state. But India, unlike China, is not
perceived by the US as a strategic threat.”I don’t
really understand the Americans,” says Ephraim
Inbar, an Israeli strategic analyst at the Begin-

"Sadat Center for Strategic Studies near Tel

Aviv. “Okay, so they believe that China is going
to be a strategic threat. But loglc says that the
Indians should be their friends.” Inbar suggests
that the cardinal reason behind US i

of the American mijitary i
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India calls for lifting
W —— . »
 sanctions against Iraq
DUBAL: India has called for imme
diate lifting of the United Nations
sanctions against Iraq, saying they
had proved to be counter-produc-
tive and affected the commonman,
“India has been and is against
any type of sanctions and we tried
on our own to convince bilaterally
d mulfilaterally, even at the UN.,
forums, that sanctions against Iraq
must be lifted,” minister of state for
external affairs Ajit Knmar Panja |
told Iraqi Vice-President Taha :
Yasin Ramadhan at eetipg in
Baghdad on Saturday. ' ; _ \
Describing his 35-minlite meet-
ing with the Iraqi leader as “very
cordial,” Mr Panja said on tele-
phone from Baghdad that “we have
also expressed our concern to the
Iragi-vice president over the the
humanitarian situation in Iraq, par-
ticularly the high mortality rate
among women and children.”
Mr Panja, who arrived i
Iraqi capital on Saturday, leading
strong Indian delegation compris
ing officials and business represen-
tatives, held meetings with Iraqi
minister of trade Mehdi Mo-
hammed Saleh and minister of in-
dustry and minerals Adnan Abdul
Majeed Jassim, besides the Iraqi
President. He is scheduled to meet
Iragi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq
Aziz, a dlose confidant of President
Saddam Hussein, and ministers of
fransport and communication,
agriculture, health and oil oun
Sunday. un)
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DUBAL Iragi President Saddam

Hussein has
stressed the
| need for India’s
deeper involve-
ment in Irag’s
reconstruction
programme and
called for a dia-
k& _ logue between

, ' = the two coun-
Saddam Hussein rc¢ at the min-
isterial level to strengthen bilater-
al ties. Mr Saddam’s remarks came
at a meeting held in Baghdad with
visiting minister of state for exter-
nal Affairs Ajit Kumar Panja.

Mr Panja, who was on an official
visit to Iraq at the head of a high-
level delegation comprising busi-
ness representatives and officials,
handed a letter from Mr Vajpayee
to the Iraqgi president. Informed
sources said Mr Panja’s meeting
with the Iraqi leader was “very
| friendly and cordial”. Iraqi deputy

A=

"s';lfrfdla to
tural ties

Prime Minister Tariq Aziz was also
present at the meeting. The
sources declined to divuige the
contents of Mr Vajpayee’s letter,

which the Iraqi President opened
in the presence of Mr Panja.

Mr Saddam was of the view that
there should be exchange of uni-
versity professors and teachers
between India and Iraq to intensi-
fy cultural links between the two
countries. He also suggested that
doctors and medical personnel be
exchanged between the two coun-
tries so that they were up-to-date
with latest developments in the
field of medical sciences.

The Iraqi President also saw the
scope for cooperation between
the two countries in the agricultur-
al field. He told Mr Panja that the
projects for cooperation between
the two countries could be worked
out during Iraqgi vice-president
Taha Yasin Ramadhan’s visit to

New Delhi in October.un %
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€Chhota Rajan’wants to refurn

to Iidia;

BANGKOK: Underworld don
Chhota Rajan, who was wounded

~ in a Bangkok shootout earlier this
month, wants to fly back to India,
the Bangkok Post said on Sunday.
Chhota Rajan, alias Vijay Daman,
told Bangkok police that he want-
ed to return to India on Monday,
the daily reported.

Rajan was wounded in the stom-
ach and arms in a shootout on
September 15 at the apartment of
his associate Rohit Verma, alias
%(ﬁchael D’Souza. Verma died in
he assault, carried out by seven or
eight pistol- wielding assassins, and

ys Thai newspap

his wife, Sikandi
wounded.

Mumbai Interpol has reportedly
requested Rajan’s extradition. but
the Indian government has not
officially made the request.
Thailand and India have not
signed an extradition treaty.

Assistant Bangkok police chief
Chaktip Kunchorn Na Ayutthaya
told the newspaper that his offi-
cers were looking for legal
grounds to detain Rajan, who is
currently undergoing medical
treatment at an undisclosed hospi-
tal. Rajan has not committed any

Hama, was

o

crimes in Thailand that the police
there know of. Rajan told Chaktip
he wished to return to Mumbai.

But in an exclusive interview
with a rival daily, the Nation,
Rajan was less definite about his
travel plans. In response to
whether he wished to return to
India, Rajan said, “Of course, but I
cannot say when” Rajan denied
underworld  involvement in
Bollywood. “Dawood Ibrahim is
the man behind all this,” he said.
But clearly, Rajan has brought a
glimpse of Bollywood’s gangster
cinema genre to Bangkok. oea)
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Ugdyan Namboodiri
ew Delhi, August 16

THE FIRST meeting of the Indo-
Iranian Joint Committee, which
! was set up last month to examine
all the aspects of constructing a
pipeline in order to transport nat-
ural gas from Iran to India, is set to
take place in Iran’s capital city of
Teheran on Friday, a spokesman of
the Ministry of External Affairs,
declared today.

The Indian side will be headed by
Mr K.V. Rajan, who is the secre-
tary (East) in the Ministry of
External Affairs, and comprises
officials of the Defence. Petroleum
and Commerce Ministries.

The Iranian side will be led by
the deputy Minister of Foreign
Trade, Mr Adili.

Essentially, the talks are to focus
on the feasibility of laying a land
pipe between Iran and India,
which would be passing through
Pakistan.

o

India has already expressed its
disagreement with this proposal as
it would involve bringing Pakistan
into the picture.

Therefore, India is giving a
counter-proposing which involves
the setting up of a huge terminal in
the Iranian port city of Bandar
Abbas, where the natural gas can
be converted into liquefied natural
gas (LNG).

The liquefied natural gas could
then be transported to India in
special tankers and reconverted
into natural gas at an installation
in India.

Guided by security considera-
tions, India hopes Iran would not
press for the land pipeline propos-
al.

Implementing the LNG alterna-
tive would mean a one-time invest-
ment of about $1.5 billion and an
increase of 30 per cent over the
land pipe scheme.

However, Iran's deputy Foreign
Minister Mohsin Aminzadeh, who

re last month, told reporters
e proposal is too expensive

Pakistan into the deal and would
like India to consider the Pakistani
assurance that it would not disrupt
gas supply if the land pipeline is
laid through its territory.

While India is maintaining the
talks remain bilateral, Teheran says
Pakistan could be brought into the
deal at a later stage if India agrees
to 1t. .

At this stage, however, India is
urging Iran to consider the whole
matter "holistically”.

Australian oil giant BHP, which
was engaged by Iran to carry out a
pre-feasibility study of the land
pipeline proposal, has come out
with a favourable report. The com-
pany is also interested in investing
in the project should it receive
India's concurrence. The result of
BHP's findings has been passed on
to New Delhi.
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GAS LINE CONNECTION / INDIA'S FEARS ALLAYED \)(/

_ Pak. ‘willing’ to address
5 0 security concerns O\

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 17 Pakistan is willing to address In-
dia’s security concerns over the proposed 1,500 km
overland natural gas pipeline from Iran to India
through its territory.

In an interview to the Khaleej Times the Pakistan
Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister, Mr. Usman
Aminuddin, has said that Pakistan has told both In-
dia and Iran that land route for the proposed gas
pipeline was more practical than the offshore route.

The assurance given by the Pakistan Minister has
come at a juncture when the joint Committee set by
India and Iran to study the project is to meet in
Teheran tomorrow. The task of the committee is to
consider the technical, economic and political as-
pects of the multi-million project.

After the last meeting of the committee in New
Delhi the Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister, Mr.
Aminzadeh, had said that Iran had recently received
guarantees from Pakistan on the security of the pro-
ject. He was hopeful about prospects of a new energy
corridor between the Persian Gulf and India cutting
across Pakistani territory.

The proposal to construct the pipeline at an esti-

mated cost of $3 billion has been hangi
balance for several years due to the India’s\fears on
the safety of the pipeline that passes through Pakis-
tan given the history of hostilities between the two
countries.

The Iranian Minister had talked about the “multi-
lateral and international guarantees” that could be
worked out to address India’s concerns. These guar-
antees could be in the form of an agreement among
the three nations (India, Pakistan and Iran) and legal
commitments from Pakistan to the international
consortia which would be investing in the project.

The project was discussed during the visit of the
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, in May
this year to Teheran after the Pakistan Chief Exec-
utive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, signed a deal with Iran
on transfer of Iranian gas to India during his visit to
Teheran earlier.

Pakistan is keen on early completion of the project
as it foresees enormous economic benefits from it.
According to estimates Pakistan can expect to earn
annually an amount in royalty ranging between $500
million to $700 million and $200 million through the
purchase of gas at a discounted price.




Arafat seeks PM’s é%port L

By Qur Special Correspondent

NEW DELH!, AUG. 18. India and Pal-
estine today held high-level talks
on the latest developments re-
volving around the West Asian
peace process.

The Chairman of the Palestine
Liberation Organisation held dis-
cussions with the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, on the
final obstacles for a comprehen-
sive settlement of the Palestinian
question. Mr. Arafat today arrived
from Bangladesh and was recent-
ly in China. Mr. Arafat’s whirl-
wind diplomacy had earlier taken
him to Europe and Russia.

Mr. Arafat in talks tonight is
understood to have soughi India’s
reaction on a variety of issues in-
cluding the possible unilateral
declaration of independence by
Palestine. Mr. Arafat had earlier
threatened to unilaterally declare
Palestine independent on Sep-
tember 13. While unilateral decla-
ration of independence has been
met with a lukewarm response in
Moscow and most of Europe, Chi-
na reportedly has welcomed the
move.

India, prior to talks with Mr.
Arafat, had been extensively
briefed by the U.S. on develop-
ments in the West Asian peace
talks. This subject was discussed
in detail during the meeting be-
tween the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Mr. Jaswant Singh, and the
U.S. Secretary of Sate, Ms. Made-
leine Albright, on the lines of the
Asean Regional Forum (ARF) con-
ference in Bangkok late last

5o for Palestinian cause ¢
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The PLO leader, Mr. Yassar Arafat, with the Prime Minister,

Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, at the latter’s residence
in New Delhi on Friday. — Photo: S. Arneja

month. The U.S. is keen that the
dialogue between the Palestinians
and the Israelis is wrapped up by
the end of September. Washing-
ton reportedly suspects that the
Israeli Government may fall when
it reopens after its long recess in
October.

U.S. diplomacy to see an early
settlement of the Palestinian
question is now in top gear. Its
special envoy, Mr. Dennis Ross, is
visiting Israel, and the Egyptian
leader, Mr. Hosni Mubarak, has
been extensively briefed by Wash-
ington so that Arab pressure can

be mounted on Palestinians for a
breakthrough.

U.S.-brokered talks between
the Palestinians and the Israelis
broke down last month on the
status of Jerusalem. Both sides see
their claim of Jerusalem as central
to their national identity. The sta-
tus of Jerusalem, the final hurdie
in the way of a lasting settlement,
however, was for the first time se-
riously discussed during last
month’s summit meeting be-
tween Mr. Arafat and the Israeli
Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak,
at Camp David in the U.S.
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- Peres briefs
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aug. 24. — The Israeli minister,
Mr Shimon Peres, who arrived here today met
the Prime Minister, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee,
late this evening.

It is understood that Mr Peres, a former Prime
Minister of Israel and now a minister for region-
al cooperation, briefed the PM on the West Asian
peace process. All issues relating to the situation
were discussed.

Mr Peres’ short trip comes almost immediately
after the visit by Palestinian President, Mr
Yasser Arafat, for talks with the Indian govern-
ment. Mr Arafat, on a trip to drum up support
for his plan, to declare the Palestinian state an
independent country on September 13, met
Indian officials.

Mr Arafat had also visited China, Japan,
Indonesia and Bangladesh.

According to foreign ministry officials, “India is

supportive of the peace process” involving Israel
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and Palestine and does not want i jéolpardised.
Analysts, however, say India does fot favour Mr
Arafat unilaterally declaring Palestine an inde-
pendent state.

For this could force Israel to take unilateral
action as well and jeopardise the West Asian
peace process.

The agenda of Mr Peres during his short visit
will include calling on the President, Mr KR
Narayanan, and meetings with the external
affairs minister, Mr Jaswant Singh and the
home minister, Mr LK Advani.

He will be speaking at the Jawaharlal Nehru
University tomorrow and the PM will host a din-
ner in his honour.

Despite India’s support for a Palestinian home-
land within an internationally recognised frame-
work, New Delhi and Tel Aviv have also built up
a strong friendship in recent years.

The two countries have strong links in the
defence sector. Recently, Mr Jaswant Singh and
Mr L K Advani had visited Israel/f




Gleeful Delhi wary of Arab reacti

Israel bac
N Councﬂ

for

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Aug. 25 : In a clear
indication of growing ties, Is-
rael today came out with open
support for India’s entry into
the United Nations Security
Council.

Highlighting India’s “huge
size and population”, Israel
made it clear that Delhi’s claim
to the coveted seat is justified in
every respect. Israel is perhaps
the first-major country to ex-
press support for India’s case.

Seniof Israeli leader and min-
ister for regional cooperation Shi-
mon Peres described India as “a
responsible giant” which “should
be in the UNSC”.

He argued that one should not
relate to India by “memories al-
one”, referring to its colonial past.
“India cannot escape its greatness
as we in Israel cannot escape our
smallness,” Peres added.

The Israeli leader’s remarks
have, predictably, made South
Block mandarins happy. But such
emphatic support has also raised
concerns in a section of the
foreign ministry worried by the
possibility of Peres’ remarks
making an adverse impact on
some Arab nations.

The reported statements made
by home minister L.K. Advani

OA

during his visit to Tel Avivin June
about possible nuclear coopera-
tion between India and Israel,
though denied by Delhi, created a
major stir in the Arab world. It
started viewing the growing bon-
homie between the two sides with
suspicion, forcing Indian foreign
ministry officials to hold a meet-
ing recently with Arab ambassa-
dors here to clear the air.

The Israeli decision to support
India’s candidature for the Securi-
ty Council seat stems from its own
interests. In the past, Israel has
blatantly flouted UN resolutions,
indicating that it does not attach
much importance to this global
council of nations. But, of late, it
has been making serious attempts
to get back to the mainstream and,
as a part of that, taking more in-
terest in UN matters.

The restructuring of the Secu-
rity Council, though bogged down
by conflicting views, is a process
which is bound to reach its logical
conclusion in the next few years.
In such an event, Tel Aviv has to
look for friends in the council it
can count on for support. Indone-
sia is one of the candidates,
apart from India and Japan, from
Asia.

Though Israel is happy with
Indonesia under Wahid’s leader-
ship, it cannot count on it for sup-
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port in the days to come as it is a
part of the Islamic world and may
end up rallying behind Tel Aviv’s
neighbours in a crunch situation
{n West Asia. It has already identi-
fied China, Japan and India
among its three best bets in Asia.
Of these, ties with Delhi seem to
be the most attractive.

Apart from the worries in the
Arab world about the Israeli sup-
port, Indian leaders are also try-
ing to assess to what extent it will
help influence the decision of the -
United States when UNSC is .
thrown open to new candidates.
Some Indian diplomats feel Israel,
which has excellent relations
with the Americans, will be able
to help garner support for Delhi in
the US establishment.

It is also being argued that
Israel’s expression of support
may not have the feared negative
effect on the Arab world. “It may
work in our favour as many of the
nations in that part of the world
may think of India as a serious
candidate and end up supporting
it,” a senior foreign ministry offi-
cial said.

In arelated move, Parliament’s
standing committee on foreign at-
fairs has asked the ministry to

counter obstacles perceived by the _

US in its support to India’s claim.
¥ Another report on Page 6
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DELHI,
Aug. 25, —
The Israeli |}
minister of |
regional
cooperation
today
denied that
USA was §
pressuring )
Israel not
to sell the Mr Shimigperes
Phalcon eye-in-the-sk{* @rcraft
to India. -

Mr Shimon Peres told
reporters that USA, a country
he referred to as a “friend”,
was not against selling arms to
India but to China as there
was a fear that the weapons
could be used against Taiwan.

“The USA has no problem on
the sale of armaments to India.
The decision is in Israel’s
hands,” Mr Peres said,; denying
reports that USA had opposed
the sale of the Phalcon air-
borne warning and control sys-
tem.

The sale is stuck for another
reason. The Phalcon has'to be
fitted onto an aircraft and the
Russian Ilyushin-76 plane
appears to be appropriate but
the Russians are keen that
India buys the A-50, the
Russian equivalent of-the Pha-
lcon fitted onto a plang'™There
is a far that the Russians may
hesitate to give India-an I1-76
if itdoes not buy the Russian
airbrne warning system.

M: Peres did not seem wor-
riec about problems with
Palstine regarding the 13
Serember cut-off date. Mr
Yater Arafat had said that he

N

wod unilaterall ilieclare an

Sepmber, a poi ‘,}ia quiet-
ly eagrees with.
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HT Correspondent W \\
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ISRAEL SENIOR. Minister Shimon Peres is
here for consultations with Indian leaders on
the progress of the Middle East Peace Process.
He said today that he was satisfied with India's
position on the complex situation
arising out of Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat's threat of declaration
of Palestinian Statehood on
September 13 if the talks produced
no results.

"We want India on the side of
peace and not on any particular side
to the dispute. If India has good
relations with the Palestinians it is all
right with us. We value India's
Panchsheel  (Five Prmc1ples)
approach to disputes,” the Minister
told reporters today.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee had, on his part, told both
Mr Arafat who was hi€re on a flying.
visit last week, ang/Mr Peres yester-
day, that IndigAs a "disinterested
observer" to jfe West Asian conflict

countries of the region,

India supports the MEPP and is against any
form of unilateralism.

Mr Peres denied reporfs that the US was
standing in the way of Iskael's sale of Falcon
radar systems for aircraft\to India. Such an
objection was given in the case of China
because the US was concerned that they may be

.

peace' Peres

deployed against an US ally, Taiwan. "India is

not involved in Taiwan so why should the US
worry? More than the US, the decision rests on
Israel," he maintained.

Mr Peres will spend four days in New Delhi,
meeting Indian leaders and intellectuals. Apart
from the Prime Minister and President, he met
External Affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh, Home Minister L.K. Advani,
Defence Minister George
Fernandes and Opposition leader
Sonia Gandhi. He said: "India's
voice is growing in importance in
world affairs, and coa ions
between our two coun are
improving all the time."

He said the Israel-Palestine peace
talks are continuing despite the fail-
ure of the Camp David summit in
July. "There are only two outstand-
ing issues: refugees and Jerusalem.
The gap in definitions is greater than
the gap in solutions offered on these
two problems".

Mr Peres said Israel has offered
the Palestinians some joint ventures,
‘which will go a long way in ushering

jOying friendly relations Union] Home Minister L K Advani with Israeli Minister for Regional in the modern age in the war-torn
Cooperation at a meeting in the Capital on Friday. Photo: Arvind Yadav region.



_Israel has open mind on

Q/ By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, AUG. 25. Israel has an open mind on selling
the Phalcor) early warning aircraft, but has not yet
been approdched by India for their transfer, Israel’s
former Prim& Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres, has said.

At a press\ conference here this morning, Mr.
Peres, who is here to brief Indian leaders about Is-
rael’s perception of the West Asian peace process,
said the transfers of the Phalcon to India could not
be barred on any political considerations.

The possibility of the Phalcon deal with India
arose on account of Israel’s decision not to sell the
planes to China. According to Mr. Peres, the deal
with Beijing was scuttled because of U.S. concerns
about Taiwan. But considerations about Taiwan did
not apply to India and Israel’s decision on the Phal-
cons would not be determined by the United States,
he said.

He, however, clarified that India and Israel had
not begun any negotiations on the Phalcon. “No
negotiations have started. It is too early to judge and
we have not yet been approached.” Israel was ready
to cooperate with India in all areas outside the nu-
clear domain. Nuclear cooperation between the two
countries was not on the agenda, he clarified.

Peace talks between Israel and the Palestinian
leadership are unlikely to be impeded by the pro-

W AT
» Phalcon deal: Peres’

posed unilateral declaration of Palestinian“inde-
pendence by mid-September. “There is nothing
holy about the September 13 deadline”, Mr. Peres
said, adding that the Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, had publicly hinted that he may not carry out
the threat. The ultimatum of unilateral statehood
lacked substance as its implementation on the
ground was inconceivable.

Asked to comment on the stance adopted by India
on the September 13 deadline, Mr. Peres who met
the Prime Minister yesterday indicated that his par-
leys with Mr. Vajpayee went far beyond the Palesti-
nian ultimatum.

The Israeli Minister said progress on the peace
process depended on the resolution of two key is-
sues: the status of the walled city portion of Jerusa-
lem and the rehabilitation of Palestinian refugees.
All other aspects, including territorial alignments,
security framework and future economic relations
between Israel and an independent Palestinian state
had already been worked out.

Responding to questions, Mr. Peres underplayed
the significance of reports about the intemal resist-
ance in Israel and Palestine to the evolving peace
deal. Experience showed that public mood was ca-
pable of swinging in diametrically opposite direc-
tions before major peace agreements were signed.

U.S. pressure irks Israel: Page 14
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ECENTLY, Mr Yasser
Arafat, visited
President KR Nara-

anan as he did other

heads of state in the capitals of
European, Asian and African
countries. The Palestinian
Authority Chairman was trying
to drum up support — after the
failure at Camp David I — for
a unilateral declaration of a
Palestinian state on 13

September.

To be fair to Mr Arafat, such a
declaration has long been due,
but peace is not made on the
basis of unilateral declarations.

Europe, including the Pales-
tiniang’ long-time friend,
Russia, is behind the USA in
recognising their right to their
own state. But no one is keen
on the unilateral declaration,
including India. So Mr Arafat
must wait, He probably knows
it would be imprudent to take

. such a step, but he has to make
the effort, given the pressure
from his people.

Since 1996, the Palestinian
Authority has increasingly been
accused of despotism, autocracy
and corruption. Mr Arafat and
his aides are accused of not
serving Palestinian interests
but of seeking a legacy for
themselves. Every citizen has
the right to seek government
accountability, and to express
their dissatisfaction with it. But
that is not to say that they have
to rush into the arms of extrem-
ism, for that is what the people
of Gaza and West Bank are
doing.

On 23 July, prominent Pales-
tinian personalities signed a
petition addressed to the Pales-
tinian delegation at Camp
David. It demanded that any
decision reached at the talks be
subject to a Palestinian referen-
dum at home and amongst the
Palestinians in diaspora. The
petition emphasised Palesti-
nian sovereignty over all terri-
tories within the borders
demarcated on 4 June 1967 -
including East Jerusalem —
besides implementation of the
right for the refugees’ return.
After all, the peace process
envisages implementation of
UNSC Resolutions, Nos 242
and 338 (regarding the 1967
borders), and acceptance of
UNGA Resolution No 194 (the
Palestinians’ right to return).
The resolutions had been rru-
cial to Israel’s admission into
the UN. So the Palestinians’
demands, so far, are legitimate.
Some amount of domestic pres-
sure is necessary to prevent
representatives at the peace
talks from compromising on the
two core issues.

What is of concern is that
another petition by Islamist
and nationalist forces (read
Hamas) was
added, warning
the Pales-tin-
ian delegation
against com-
promising
Palestinian
rights.What
constitutes
Palestinian
rights here is
different from [
what is enshri- |
ned in the UN
resolutions
194, 242, 338
and the 1993
Declaration of
Principles (and
as most of the
world under-
stands it).

The July issue
of the
Palestinian
Times reports
that the ulema
of “Palestine”
has issued a
series of fat-
was and a
manifesto that
rejected the
Camp David IT

Hamas activists calling for the
liberation of Jerusalem in Gaza City,
on Thursday. — AP/PTI

Palesﬁniun%

G el
s pragmatice

The Ralestinians once lost everything in 1948.They should

t

repeat their mistake. The world trusts Yasser Arafat. What he might
gain for his people might not be all that they want, but it would be
something which is better than nothing, says ADITI BHADURI

talks (before the talks were
known to have failed), prohibit-
ed Muslims from conceding any
part of “Palestine” and/or al-
Quds-al Sharif (Jerusalem) to
the Zionists and forbade
Muslim refugees from bartering
land rights in “Palestine” for
compensation.

The reason given is that
“Palestine” in all its entirety is
holy wakf land and no one can
concede any part of it to the
enemy, or kafirs (nonbelievers
with whom the Muslims are at
war) and any one who concedes
the right of return in exchange
for compensation will be
deemed an outcaste. An increa-
sing number of Palestinians
are, foolishly perhaps, accepting
this line.

They should understand that
the Sheikh Yassins of the world
do not win either peace or land
for their people. They never did.
They only incite and kill.

The fatwas are ambiguous. If
“Palestine” is holy Muslim land,
surely it was holy Jewish land
first. Even the Muslims will
concede that.
By that logic, it
would  give
Israel] the right
to occupy
“Palestine” in
its entirety.

The fatwas
also mean that
the Puleatinian
Munsiims arve
wal with two-
thirds of the
world, which is
non-Muslim.

Any place that
gives a person
a home where
he can grow his
roots is holy
4 land. A person
has an inalien-
able right to
own or dispose
off property
owned by him.
Dictating to the
contrary is a
violation of a
person’s funda-
mental right to
property. The
ulema in
Palestine

A Palestinian at a demonstration in
Gaza Strip recently.

seems to be doing that.

Every Palestinian refugee has
the right to decide individually
whether he or she wants to
return to the place he/she fled
in 1948, or to settle for compen-
sation in return. No authority,
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Jewish or Islamic, has the right
to deny the individual that.
And this is the commitment
that the Palestinians should
wrest from the Israelis. By issu-
ing the fatwas the ulema seems
to have acted in a manner more
despotic than the Palestinian
Authority has been accused of.
The Palestinians must realise
that the world recognises Mr
Arafat, it trusts him, knows
him and knows that he is open
to negotiations. No other
nationalist or Islamist repre-
sentative of the Palesti-nians
would be as well accepted as
Mr Arafat is.

If the Palestinians are disillu-
sioned with the interminable
delay in the implementation of
the Oslo accords, then they
must realise that with their dis-
ruptive activities, they can be
blamed largely for it. By sup-
vorting Hamas and other
rationalist groups, they would
be serving Israel’s cause.

Islamic fundamentalism has in
the past few years reared its
ugly head in different pockets of
the world, including in Arab
ones, and leaders of these coun-
e world at large are

estinians to allow funda-
mentalist forces to gain power
in their territories. At the same
time, the world is also anxious
about the sort of regime that
any future Palestinian state
might have, given the track
record of democracy or the lack
of it in the Arab world.

Further, the Palestinians must
keep in mind that the devel-
oped world is not keen on see-
ing Christian holy places in
Muslim hands. So Hamas com-
ing to power would spell disas-
ter for the Palestinians over the
status of Jerusalem. Besides,
not every Palestinian is a
Muslim, there are Christians
and Druse, who have rights
equal to any Muslim
Palestinian and it would never
do to antagonise them when
unity is the need of the hour.

Palestinians must not lose

sight of the two greatest truths
— Israel is here to stay and
there is no wishing it away.
Second, they have to protect
their interests. No one, least of
all the Arab world, can be
counted on to further the
Palestinian cause.

Even in Syria, considered the
most anti-Israeli, Palestinians
are described at best as
“ungrateful”. After the Gulf
War, they lost their purse
strings in Kuwait and angered
the other Gulf countries. The
Palestinians have never been
liked by the Jordanian regime,
which considers them to be a
major threat to its existence
and the Lebanese see them as
the main cause of the wreckage
of their beautiful land.
Undeniably, the lot of the
Palestinians has been unending
suffering. Land is never easy to
give up and partition is always
sad, as we in India know only
too well. Yet we were able to
reconcile ourselves to it. The
Palestinians once lost every-
thing in 1948 when they
refused to be pragmatic. 52
years later, they should not
repeat their mistake.

What Mr Arafat might gain for
the Palestinians may not be
everything that the Palesti-
nians want, but it would be
something which in the end is
better than nothing.

(The author is a research schol-
ar on Israel and the West Asia
peace process.)
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aswant in &4;

By Atul Aneja ‘
JERUSALEM, JUNE 30. India and Is-

rael are all set to take stock of \t\\)

their relationship with the first-
ever visit by an Indian External

Affairs Minister to the country e-W'

ginning today.

Mr. Jaswant Singh, who be
the first leg of his tour, called o
the Chairman of the Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO),
Mr. Yasser Arafat, at Ramallah to-
day. Talks with the Palestine Na-
tional Authority conclude
tomorrow afternoon leading to
intensive discussions with the Is-
raeli leadership over the week-
end.Both sides realise that their
relationship is based on a strong
strategic foundation Israel visual-
ises a high stake in India for pro-
tecting its long-term national
security interests. According to
analysts, it is vital for Israel to en-
sure that its Arab neighbourhood
is kept insulated from the South
Asia’s destabilising shadow. Spe-
cifically, Israel wants to ensure
that mass destruction technology,
including nuclear delivery sys-
tems from Pakistan, does not re-
ach its declared foes in the
Persian Gulf.

India, which has an adversarial
relationship with Pakistan, can
help it achieve this. Israel is keen
that Iran, with which it has a trou-
bled security relationship, does
not benefit from Pakistani know-
how in these fields. The Iranian
shadow over Israel has become
even more pronounced with the
gains of the Teheran-backed Hiz-
bollah in neighbouring Lebanon.
In other words, Tel Avivis keen on
seeking Indian cooperation for
driving a wedge between Sunni-
dominated Pakistan and Shiite
Iran.

With South East Asia emerging
as an important destination for
Israeli trade, Tel Aviv has an in-
terest in India for shoring up its
maritime security. In fact, India
which has the largest navy in the
Indian Ocean littoral is well-
placed to safeguard commercial
shipping lanes in this zone. Tur-

rael to strengthen security ties

The External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, with the Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, in the Government office in the West Bank town of Ramallah, on Friday — AP

key and India have emerged as Is-
rael's key partners in
safeguarding its vital strategic in-
terests in Asia.

For India, Israel has emerged as
a major supplier of hi-tech weap-
onry. Israel, Russia and France
are its main overseas suppliers of
military hardware. Defence analy-
sts estimate that Indo-Israel
weapons trade in the last three
years may have scaled up to
around $500 millions. The two
countries also share an interest in
battling terrorism. The key lies in
working together for ensuring
that terrorism radiating from the
Pakistan-Afghanistan axis and ex-
tremism in West Asia is kept sep-
arated.
Diamond trade

On the commercial side, dia-
monds dominate the nearly $one-
billion trade. Buying and selling
of diamonds take nearly, $700

T
e

millions of this trade. India, with
centres in Mumbai, Surat and
Bhavnagar, is the world leader in
exporting small polished dia-
monds. Tel Aviv is a leading ex-
porter of large diamonds and is
deeply entrenched in the interna-
tional diamond trading network.
In fact, military equipment and
diamonds comprise the largest
component of Indo-Israeli trade.
Mr. Jaswant Singh’s visit, while
deepening the Indo-Israeli securi-
ty relationship is likely to focus on
expanding commercial linkages.
Cooperation in the hi-end com-
puter software industry, where Is-
rael is a world leader is a
highly-promising area. The two
sides can expand their relation-
ship in the fields of agriculture
and water resources.

India is yet to begin a serious
economic relationship in the Pal-
estinian areas, including the West
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Bank and the Gaza Strip. With a
population of around 28 lakhs,
which includes a sophisticated
entrepreneurial class, there is
scope for doing business.

Economic Analysts are of the
view that there is scope for Indian
industry in the $four-billion Pal-
estinian economy in the hotel and
smallscale industry. Indian entre-
preneurs can also participate in
the upcoming U.S.-backed Gaza
industrial estate. The opportuni-
ties which are available here does
not mean that formidable hurdles
are not in the way. For instance,
transit is a problem for this land-
locked area. The Palestinian ar-
eas, have to depend on lsraeli,
Jordanian and Egyptian ports for
trade. Goods can conie into the 1\
Gaza through the Raffah crossing |
from Egypt or into the West Bank |
via the legendary Allenby bridge i
from Jordan.
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HI-TECH DEFENCE IMPORTS

Cooperation with
Israel in top gear

By Atul Aneja

JERUSALEM, JULY 1. As India’s post-
Kargil military modernisation
gets into overdrive, military offi-
cials and senior bureaucrats in-
volved in hardware purchases are
arriving here in droves.

India’s Director-General, Artil-
lery, was here recently to Evaluate
a future gun system which will
follow the Bofors howitzers. The
Director-General of the Border
Security Force was also here last
month to assess the utility of Is-
raeli Unmanned Aerial Vehicles in
countering  internal  security
threats. Delegations from the In-
dian Air force and the Navy are
also regularly here as decisions on
acquiring airborne radar systems
and anti-ship missiles enter the fi-
nal phase. ‘3 W

Analysts, however, caution that
in its enthusiasm to buy hardware
with an Israeli tag, India may be
compromising on circumspec-
tion and losing sight of more suit-
able alternatives available
elsewhere.

Israel, according to sources, has
already become India’s second
largest defence partner after Rus-
sia. Equipment for an estimated
Rs. 2,000 crores has already been
sold to India in the last three
years.

The list includes the Searcher
UAVs for the Army. These plat-
: forms which can give on the spot
information about enemy deploy-
ments by safely intruding its air-
space were used with
considerable success during the
Kargil war.

For instance, these birds gave
pin-point information of the de-
ployment of the Pakistani guns
! along the Line of Control in the

Jammu sector. But their accuracy
was somewhat degraded in the
Ladakh sector because of the
Searcher’s low ceiling. Not sur-
prisingly, the Israelis have now of-
fered Searcher-1I which can fly at
higher altitudes. The army has de-
cided to buy this equipment
which has also been favourably
viewed by the IAF. Israel’s tireless
UAV, Heron, which can fly round
the clock has also been tried out
by the Army. Besides surveillance
and communication gear, the ar-
my has bought large quantities of
ammunition including sophisti-
cated anti-tank rounds from Is-

rael. 4
The IAF alsi)‘egjolrs clo e.?ies

with Israel. It has recently ac-
quired lighting posts from fhe Is-
raeli firm Rafale f its
Mirage-2000 fleet. This lequip-
ment can illuminate ground ter-
rain at night, aiding navigation
and pin-pointed attacks during
darkness. The Israelis are also in-
volved in providing precision-
guided equipment to the IAF. The
Jaguar bombers, for instance,
have been equipped with lasers to
direct bombs with high accuracy
at high value targets such as
bridges or communication nodes.
The IAF has also acquired missiles
with a programmable flight path
which can target key radars of the
adversary from long distances.
Besides, Israel has been a key
player in modernising the IAF’s
ageing MiG fleet.

A large component of the
avionics required for upgradation
of MiG-21s is from Israel. Along
with France, Israel has transferred
a variety of electronic items for
the Russian SU-30 planes which
India is acquiring in batches.

More reports on Page 11
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lestine boom |
- beckons India.,) ,

By Atul Aneja

GAZA CITY, JULY 1. As Palestine un-
dergoes a volatile economic and
political transition, India today
positioned itself for a stronger ec-
onomic partnership with the
emerging nation. S w X

According to source¢, Palestine
is likely to experience an econom-
ic boom once independent state-
hood is achieved in the
not-so-distant future. The key,
therefore, lies in being an “early
bird” so that India avails itself of
the economic opportunities on
the horizon.

Already, the area under the gov-
erning Palestine National Author-
ity (PNA) is showing visible signs
of growth. Palestine has a $4- bil-
lion economy though nearly $3
billion is spent on Israeli imports.
India exports goods worth $18
million to $20 million, either di-
rectly or via Israel, Jordan or
Egypt.

After independence, the Pales-
tinian market is expected to ex-
pand dramatically. It is estimated
that $20 billion to $30 billion will
be pumped into the Palestinian
economy. Most of it will come
from the international communi-
ty by way of compensation for
Palestinian refugees who have
been displaced since the 1940s. A
sizeable chunk of this money is
likely to go for infrastructure de-
velopment, laying the basis for a
modern economy.

Anticipating these changes, the
PNA has begun working overtime
for developing a full-fledged har-
bour on the Mediterranean in Ga-
za. The project is expected to be
completed in the next 25 months
says an optimistic Palestinian of-
ficial. An international airport at
Gaza has already been operation-
alised. A construction boom is
visible in Gaza. Cross Israel into
Gaza from the Ezer check-point
and you will see rows of houses
and multistoreyed complexes
dotting the city’s skyline. Antici-
pating a boom in real estate pric-
es, a section of the rich in the
Palestinian diaspora has begun
investing in these properties.

India, on its part, seeks to invest
in Palestine’s future. The visiting
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, today set the ball roll-
ing, announcing a credit line in
principle for Indian investments.
A Finance Ministry team is ex-
pected to visit Palestine to quanti-
fy the loan. “Knowledge-based
industry” is likely to become a
thrust area, the Minister indicat-
ed.

IT sector

Seeing a market in the Informa-
tion Technology sector, Indian

computer software comfipanies
have already established k mod-
est presence here. Satyan} Com-
puters, along with TCI), has
executed a software development
programme for Palestinian' tele-
communications. Goldstar Info-
tech, a Hyderabad-based
company, is training Palestinians
for developing software in Arabic
which can then be exported to the
large Gulf market.

While entrepreneurs in India’s
“new economy’’ are keen, busi-
nessmen belonging to the “old
economy’’ are yet to show enthu-
siasm. For instance, a much-
awaited delegation from the Con-
federation of Indian Industry is
yet to show up here.

The External Affairs Minister,
called on the PNA President, Mr.
Yasser Arafat, last night and reaf-
firmed that the political founda-
tion for better economic
relationship with Palestine was in
place. Mr. Singh reiterated that
India continued to back the real-
isation of an independent Palesti-
nian state. Besides, he reiterated
India’s support for the “land for
peace” deal which was anchored
in the United Nations resolutions
242 and 338.
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/]flswant%wmts holy sites in Jerusalem
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA %/ (%\‘)/f . SRS s .

JERUSALEM, July 2. — Taking time 4ff from
a busy schedule, Mr Jaswant Singh } on a
four-day trip to Israel — visited three sacred
sites in old Jerusalem today.

At the Western Wall — the holiest site of
Judaism and a symbol of Jewish dispersion and
suffering — Mr Singh wore a kipa (Jewish cap),
in keeping with tradition, as he prayed at the
ancient yellow-stone wall.

The external affairs minister also visited ¥
Church of the Holy Sephulchure — the site ¥
Jesus’s crucifixion, death and resurrection.

The third stop was at Yad Vashem,
the Holocaust memorial. Mr Singh placed a
wreath and re-kindled the eternal flame to pay
homage to the six million Jewish victims of
Nazi horror.

“It must never happen again,” was Mr Singh’s
message in the visitors’ book. He also toured
the Holocaust museum.

Last evening, Mr Singh visited the
hilltop mosque complex where, Muslims
believe, Prophet Mohammed ascended to
heaven. The site is home to the dome of
the rock mosque. Jews, on the other hand,
say it is the Temple Mount for the Biblical
temples that are believed to have stood there
once.

Mr Singh met Mr Yasser Arafat yesterday
and discussed political and economic relations
including the West Asian crisis.

He is the first Indian external affairs minister

to visit Israel after the two countrigs
established diplomatic ties in 1992. Mr Jaswant Singh offers prayers at the Western Wall in the old city of Jerusalem on Sunday. — AP/ PTI




Tel Aviv ducks US on Del

& Dg&ocracy
parallel helps
Taswant score

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

Jerusalem, July 2: Israel today
dismissed reported US objections
to the saie of a sophisticated radar
system to India, playing down
Washington’s concerns and mak-
ing it clear that “cooperation be-
tween two democracies”, like Tel
Aviv and Delhi, should be “en-
dorsed”.

Foreign minister Jaswant
Singh, on his maiden visit to Is-
rael, scored at the first dialogue
with the leadership, wrangling an
assurance that Tel Aviv will keep
Delhi’s security concerns in mind
while selling arms to Beijing and
not encourage any deal that might
jeopardise Indo-Israeli ties.

The two sides agreed on a
structured dialogue to broadbase
ties in the political, economic and
security spheres. They decided to
set up a joint ministerial commis-
sion to have regular dialogues on
security, counter-terrorism and
cooperation on information tech-
nology. But in deference to Indian
Muslims and the Arab world, con-
sidered to be Delhi’s traditional al-
lies, neither termed it as a strate-
gic partnership.

The commission will meet
twice a year, alternately in the two
capitals, to discuss all political is-
sues at the bilateral, regional and
global levels. The one-round-old
security dialogue will be contin-
ued in Delhi as soon as the dates
are finalised. The meeting on
counter-terrorism, the ground-
work for which was laid during
the recent visit of hemne minister
L.K. Advani to Israel, is proposed
to be held regularly and will be
formalised in the next few weeks.

Singh invited Prime Minister
Ehud Barak and foreign minister
David Levy to visit India while an-
nouncing President K.R. Naray-

anan’s Israel tour early next year.
He expressed happiness at the
large number of young Israeli
tourists, describing it as a “vote of
confidence from the younger gen-
eration for Indo-Israeli ties”.

The two sides are reportedly fi-
nalising a deal on the sale of
“Green Oren”, a sophisticated
radar system used as a deterrent
against ballistic missiles. It is
based on the technology of the Fai-
con, a sophisticated surveillance
aircraft already sold to China, for
which Israel is under intense pres-
sure from the US.

Washington is apparently try-
ing to prevent the sale of the radar
system, saying it will further tilt
the security balance in Delhi’s
favour in volatile South Asia.

But Levy, who met Singh this
afternoon, denied any US request
not to go ahead with the deal. He
maintained that this kind of coop-
eration was not directed against
any third country. “Such coop-
eration between two democracies
shouid be endorsed,” he said.

Singh was diplomatic when

- asked about the sale of the Falcons

to China. “It was a matter of bilat-
eral relations between Israel and
China,” he said. “India certainly
does not judge one bilateral rela-
tionship with another and Indo-Is-
raeli relations were also not at the
cost of a third country”.

On the US’ reported anger on
the proposed radar deal, he said:
“India always does not share the
rage of the United States.”

Singh said his first visit to the
country was in recognition of the
“multifaceted relations” between
the two sides, and added that
“India was keen on weaving these
relations more”. Earlier, Levy
called India a “giant” in Asia with
whom Israel had historical and
traditional ties.




“India, Israel
to set up joint
ministerial
commission

g"(’{ Jerusalem (\’N\

74 2 JuLY

INDIA AND Israel on Sunda
decided to set up a joint ministe-
rial commission to look into the
entire gamut of cooperation
between the two countries and
further institutionalise measures
on counter-terrorism.

“We have agreed to establish
a joint ministerial commission
and the details would be worked
out. The commission will meet
alternatively twice a year in the
capital of the two countries,”
external affairs minister Jaswant
Singh told reporters after a meet-
ing with his Israeli counterpart
David Levy here.

Singh said the two countries
have decided to give a “function-
al mechanism” to dialogue on
counter-terrorism, dates for
which would be decided soon.

Singh’s remarks on counter-
terrorism assume significance in
the wake of the visit by home
minister L. K. Advani to Israel
early last month when he dis-
cussed with Israeli leaders and
experts ways and means to
counter terrorism in India.

Stating that there was a great
scope for the promotion of :
infotech and software coopera- |
tion between the two countries,
Singh said his ministry would
take necessary action so that all
regulatory rules and other
bureaucratic requirements were :
met within a specific timeframe. :

He said with the appointment
of a new national security advi-
sor by Tel Aviv, the next round
of dialogue between the national
security councils of the two
countries would take place in
New Delhi and dates for this
would be finalised soon.

Singh said his talks with Levy
also covered regional, economic
and  political  cooperation
between the two countries and
both the sides took ‘certain’ deci-
sions in order to give a fillip to
bilateral ties. :

He said he has also repeated
the invitation to Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak to visit New
Delhi and also“invited Levy to
India. —PT1

The Economic Tiisic.
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pressure OII arms S

Israel denies U.S.
ale

By Atul Aneja

JERUSALEM, JULY 2. Israel today de-
nied any U.S. pressure on it over
the sale of sophisticated military
hardware to India even as the two
countries decided to add greater
content to their political and eco-
nomic relationships.

“There has been no request (by
the U.S.) and co-operation be-
tween the two strong democra-
cies can only be endorsed”, the
Israeli Foreign Minister, Mr. Da-
vid Levy said. Mr. Levy made
these observations while com-
menting on a news item in the
{sraeli press on U.S. pressure
against the sale of a sophisticated
Israeli radar systems to India. Mr.
Levy pointed out that defence co-
operation between the two coun-
tries was natural and “not direct-
ed against any side.”

The reported U.S. attempts to
prevent the sale of Falcon early
warning planes by Israei to China
also featured prominently during
the joint press conference. Asked
to comment on the Israel-China
cooperation in this field, the vis-
iting External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh said that the pro-
posed sale of these planes had to
be addressed by China and Israel
bilaterally.

India’s ties with [srael were in-
dependent of Tel Aviv’s relation-
ship with another country he

observed. He nevertheless hoped
that Israel would react to the sit-
uation keeping in mind “the qual-
ity and depth of its relationship
with India”. Analysts here point
out that the sale of Falcons woul
significantly enhance the capa

ity of China’s relatively weak/Air

Force.

Both leaders, when asked,
evaded the use of the word “stra-
tegic'' to characterise Indo-Israeli
relationship. Mr. Levy, on his part
pointed out that India and Israel
had “excellent joint interests,”
Mr. Singh, in turn, described the
Indo-Israeli relationship as “‘mul-
ti- faceted"'. His visit to Israel —
the first ever by an Indian Foreign
Minister — symbolised the depth
of the existing ties between New
Dethi and Tel Aviv, he said.

India and Israel have decided to
expand the institutional frame-
work of their relationship in three
major areas. Both sides during
talks decided to set up an Indo-
Israeli joint commission which
would steer their relationship in
the economic, scientific, energy
and cultural spheres. Details
about the new arrangement
would be worked out by the offi-
cials of the two sides.

The External Affairs Minister al-
so called on the Israeli Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Ehud Barak later in the
evening.
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Singh blames Israel

chill on ’47

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

Jerusalem, July 3: Foreign min-
ister Jaswant Singh has held Indi-
an politicians of the “early years
of Independence” responsible for
Delhi’s continued face-off with Tel
Aviv for decades and said their
policy of not hurting the sentim-
ents of minorities in the country
had imposed an “unstated veto”
on India’s larger West Asia policy.

“I was always in favour of clos-
er ties with Israel and there were
voices raised against this wrong
policy,” Singh told a gathering of
intellectuals and members of
thinktanks at the Israeli Foreign
Relations Council here last night.
But he admitted that the large mi-
nority population was one of the
main considerations why politi-
cians did not normalise ties with
Israel earlier than 1992.

The minister explained that
Partition was a “catastrophe” for
India and and “there was this feel-
ing that injustice should not be
done to the minorities”.

“Being a democratic country
and the urge of continuing in of-
fice being a strong urge among
politicians, they felt that the large
block of minority votes should no
get distracted,” he added.

He argued that this firfally

. ) r %

forced India’s policytqwards Is-
rael to become “captivg to a do-
mestic policy that came'to be un-
wittingly an unstated veto to Indi-
a’s larger West Asia policy.”

But if Singh was trying to con-
vince his Israelis host that all po-
litical parties in India were not in
favour of a chill in Indo-Israeli re-
lations in the early years, particu-
larly his party, which has always
had a close affinity with Tel Aviv,
he also tried to make a distinction
between “terrorism and Islam”.

Singh said terrorism as an ide-
ology is being imposed as the dri-
ving force by outfits like the Tal-
iban in Afghanistan.“But it will be
an error to equate terrorism with
Islam,” he said. “It was the rejec-
tion of Islam that led to this kind of
a situation where terrorism today
like a scimitar has spread from
the Caucuses to the western
province of China.”

Answering a question on what
kind of cooperation Delhi expects
from Tel Aviv on counter-terror-
ism as the threat posed to the two
countries from Islamic terrorist
groups is different — Sunni
groups are active in India while
inIsrael, Shi'ites of the Iran-based

" Hezbollah Mujahideen pose the

biggest threat — Singh said ter-
rorism has no religion.

THC

i

hangover
1

Though Delhi was M

about the spread of Talibanisation
in Afghanistan and Pakistan,
which he described as “some kind
of a medievalism”, Singh said it .
would be wrong to address the
issue on the premise that Islam
was polluted with terrorism.

The minister stressed that ter-
rorism is a global phenomenon
which needs to be fought unitedly
by all right thinking nations. He
said an Indian resolution on a
comprehensive convention
against terrorism has already
been placed before the United Na-
tions and will come up for discus-
sion and debate later in the year.

Though “India and Pakistan :
are born from the same womb”, it [
will be simplistic to assume that
Delhi’s policy was Pakistan-cent-
ric, he said. Singh added that Ind-
iais on the move and has the capa-
city to absorb the blows that Paki-
stan delivers. “They can bleed us
for some time but they cannot de-
tract us from moving forward.”

The minister added that thou-
gh India had taken the initiative of
normalising ties with Pakistan by
taking the peace bus to Lahore, it
should not be assumed that Delhi
will continue to undertake such
experiments while Islamabad
maintained its anti-Indian stand.

2



]/ India seeks\{
Israels help o
fight terrorism

JERUSALEM, JULY 3. India an }el
should cooperate in thelHlattle
against terrorism, the visiting Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Mr.}Jas-
want Singh, was quoted as telling
his Israeli hosts in Jerusalem.

The suggestion was made dur-
ing meetings Mr. Singh had with
the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr.
Ehud Barak and Foreign Minister,
Mr. David Levy, The Jerusalem
post, reported today. Mr. Singh
told Mr. Levy that there was need
to set up a global mechanism
against terrorism, and asked for
intelligence cooperation between
the Governments of Israel and In-
dia.

Later at a dinner hosted by the
Israeli Council of Foreign Rela-
tions, Mr. Singh said while Israel
and India faced different types of
terrorism, there was nonetheless
enough similarity to warrant joint
counter-action.

“There is common ground and
common consequences of terror
and as such, this is a global chal-
lenge,” the Post quoted him as
saying. — DPA
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%érning for Muslim votes
delayed ties with Israel’ 4\*

wi\A

XTERNAL ‘ AFFAI&S
Minister Jaswant Singh has
blamed India's past politicians,
and their urge to remain in power
V;zll!,h&baCking of Muslim votes, for
the™ “decades of estrangement
between India and Israel.
Jaswant Singh noted that India was
a democracy "and the urge of contin-
wing in office” was a "very strong urge

ng politicians."
% large block of Islamic votes in
the country could not therefore be
ignored.

~"kndia's Israel policy became a cap-

y:

Jerusalem, July 3
et Pt S

Singh.

JASWANT
SINGH has dis-
missed reports of
US pressure on
-1 Israel against sell-
ing arms to India.
“The
gets
about these kinds of issues. We
live thousands of miles away
and it is not possible to be
enraged by the same issue,” said

i and others said (about all religions
being equal), it was felt that injustice
should not be caused to the Muslim
population.

“After 1947, we got caught in this
kind of spectrum,” he said, explaining
why India established diplomatic
relations with Israel only in 1992.

Responding to another question,
Mr Singh said it was up to Pakistan to
create the conditions necessary for a
dialogue with India that has been
stalled following last year's Kargil
conflict AVRTY

"It is Pakistah which turned the bus
from Lahore to Kargil. We can't sim-
ply go on repeating the kind of Delhi

US often
enraged

PTl, Jerusalem

ggg to domestic policy that came to
g, nnwittingly an unstated veto to India's larger West
\sia policy," Singh said, replying to a question at an
address on foreign policy at the Israeli Council of
fageign Relations here late yesterday.

_Hg referred to the partition of the subcontinent and
depcribed it as "cataclysmic” and a "tectonic shift of
consciousness” for India.

“He noted that despite Partition, India still had the
second largest Muslim population in the world after
Indonesia.
They are our citizens. They have equal rights. Soon

after Independence, despite what Mahatma Gandhi

to Lahore bus service."

He was referring to Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee's fence-mending bus journey to Lahore that
preceded the Kargil conflict, when Pakistani-backed
forces intruded into the Kargil sector of Jammu and
Kashmir across the Line of Control, leading to the
worst military face-off between South Asia's arch
rivals in nearly three decades.

Singh emphasised that India's main concern was not
Pakistan. "India is on the move. India has a tremen-
dous capacity to take blows. They can bleed us for a
while, but that will not detract us from carrying on
with what we think is right,” he said. (IANS)
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_SRelations with Israel not
at the cost of Palestine’

JERUSALEM, JULY 4. A day after his
remarks that Muslim vote bank
politics in India had delayed es-
tablishment of diplomatic ties be-
tween New Delhi and Tel Aviv, the
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, said that India’s rela-
tionship with Israel was not at the
cost of its consistent support to.
the Palestinian cause. N

Allaying apprehensions that In-
dia was tilting towards Israel and
moving away from its traditional
Arab friends, he told journalists at
the end of his four-day visit to Is-
rael on Monday that New Delhi’s
ties with Tel Aviv were not at the
cost of its “‘consistent” support to
the Palestinian cause and their
right of an internationally-recog-
nised homeland.

Mr. Singh, who is the first Indi-
an External Affairs Minister to vis-
it Israel since the establishment of
diplomatic ties in 1992, said that
politically his trips to Israel and
Palestine were separate visits. Ge-
ographically, it is not possible to
come to Israel and not to go to
Palestine or vice versa.

His remarks assume. signifi-
cance in the wake of his state-

ment on Sunday at a seminar that
New Delhi’s policies toward Israel
were based on two aspects-do-
mestic politics because of the
Muslim vote bank and unwitting-
ly a kind of unstated veto by New

Delhi’s larger west Asia policies.
““This phase is over,” Mr. Riny
said. He told reporters that his

visit to Israel has given an impe-
tus to bilateral ties and broken a
psychological barrier that had
created a political gap between
the two countries.

“More than anything else, the
visit signifies that a psychological
gap has been broken and a politi-
cal gap bridged,” he said.

Referring to his talks with the
Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud
Barak, Mr. Singh said he was
pleasantly surprised at the for-
mer’s choice of words in describ-
ing ties with India. “Our
relationship is intuitive,” Mr. Ba-
rak told Mr. Singh with a sense of
“military directness.”

Apartment from bilateral ties
and future cooperation, Mr. Singh
also discused the west Asia peace
process and situation in south
Asia with Israeli leader . — PTI
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

JERUSALEM, July 4. — A day
after saying Muslim vote-bank
: politics in India had delayed
diplomatic ties with Israel, Mr
Jaswant Singh said last night
that friendship with Israel
would not compromise India’s
support for the Palestinian
cause.

Allaying fears that New Delhi
was tilting towards Tel-Aviv at
the expense of its traditional
Arab allies, Mr Singh said New
Delhi’s ties with Tel-Aviv were
not at the cost of its “consis-
tent” support to the Palestinian
cause and Palestinians’ right to
an internationally-recognised
homeland.

Mr Singh, the first Indian
external affairs minister to
visit Israel since establishment
of diplomatic ties between the
two countries in 1992, was
speaking at. the end of his four-
day visit to Israel.

He said politically, his trips to
| Israel and Palestine were two

separate visits. Geographically, -

Mr Jaswant Singh

it was not possible to come to
Israel and not go to Palestine
or vice versa, he said.

His remarks appeared signifi-
cant in the context of his state-
ment on Sunday that New
Delhi’s policies toward Israel
before establishment of full-
fledged diplomatic ties in 1992
were based on two aspects —
domestic politics based on the
Muslim vote bank, and a kind
of unstated veto influenced by
New Delhi’s larger West Asia

Ties with Israel,
'not at Palestine’s
cost: Jaswant -

| HY
policies. “This phase is over”,
he said.

Mr Singh said his visit to
Israel had given an impetus to
bilateral ties and broken a psy-
chological barrier that had cre-
ated ‘a political gap between
the two countries.

“More than anything else, the
visit signifies that a psycholog]
cal gap has been brokené&f
political gap bridged,” he said.

Referring to his talks with the
Israeli Prime Minister, Mr
Ehud Barak, Mr Singh said he
was pleasantly surprised at the
former’s choice of words in
describing ties with India.

“Our relationship is intu-
itive,” Mr Barak had told
Mr Singh with a sense of “mili-
tary directness.”

An Israeli foreign ministry
spokesman said a “positive
atmosphere” characterised
Mr Singh’s talks with various
leaders.

“There is a desire on both
sides for strengthening the ties
and cooperation between the
two countries”, he said.
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_Delhi unclear”

on Isr'gl?l deq;

FROM CHANDAN NANDY

New Delhi, July 5: Despite Is-
rael’s willingness to help India
fight terrorism and strengthen its
internal security, New Delhi isn’t
sure how best to take advantage of
this growing strategic alliance.
During his five-day visit to Tel
Aviv, home minister L.K. Advani
met top Israeli security officials,
including the chiefs of its external
" and internal intelligence agen-
cies. Both sides agreed tosetupa
Joint Working Group to share in-
telligence, knowhow and techni-
cal expertise.

Though Advani denied that he
had gone on a “shopping spree”,
government sources said Tel Aviv
offered hi-tech equipment for bor-
der surveillance as well as adva-
nced terrain-specific transport
systems. The Israeli Military In-
dustries (IMI) also made a number
of presentations, briefing the Indi-
an delegation on border manage-
ment, counter-terrorism and ex-
plosives and ordnance disposal.

Home ministry officials said
the Indian team was keen to pick
up tabs on strengthening border
defence, with special emphasis on
infrastructure layout, tactical re-

sponse units, early warning
tems and a foolproof comma
and-control network. These in-
clude static installations)
surveillance gear for advance in-
formation on intruders, a speci-
alised force and coordination be-
tween the four structures.

A team of Israeli security expe-
rts are expected to visit India later
this month. “We have to thrash
out what we need from the point of
view of internal security and bor-
der management,” a senior offi-
cial said, but was sceptical about
how far the government would go
to actually procure the hardware
Tel Aviv is willing to provide.

“Equipment and hardware re-
lated to border and internal secu-
rity will have to be procured at the
earliest. But the bureaucratic
process will turn out to be the
biggest hurdie,” the official said.

There are also various structu-
res within the government with
different views on border ma-
nagement. Summing up this di-
vergence of views, an official said:
“Although the problem of border
management — both along the
LoC and in the north-east — is
acute, we are not even sure what
we want from the Israelis.”
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TIME WE GREW UP!

Relations with Israel hurt no one &v

HERE is a grain of truth in what Foreign Miniig%r

Jaswant Singh said in Israel in explaining why an unnet-
essary distance has separated the two countries these past
decades. In the early years of our independence, when Pandit
Nehru was Prime Minister, it is no exaggeration to say that
foreign policy consisted largely of a Kashmir policy; those who
were not with us were thought to be against us. In pursuit of
this approach we went out of our way to get support from as
many Muslim countries as we could in order to stymie
Pakistan. It was a different matter that we did not succeed
and our effort to break into a conference of Muslim nations
being held in Rabat on the ground that we had a huge Muslim
population failed and President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed suf-
fered avoidable inconvenience. The same approach was fol-
lowed, mutatis mutandis, in domestic policies. To the extent
that Indian passports specifically excluded visits to South
Africa, because of the apartheid regime there and to Israel, for
reasons that did us no particular credit and provided
advantage whatever. ?, W Ko

Attempts have been made from time to' time to corré®l this
unbalanced and unprincipled approach but it was not until
General Moshe Dayan paid a not so secret visit to Prime
Minister Morarji Desai in New Delhi that the first hesitant
steps were taken to correct the tilt in our policy. It was not
until 1992 that proper diplomatic ties were established.
Establishment of diplomatic relations implies neither
approval nor disapproval of particular policy or policies of the
countries in question, it is merely establishment of recognised
means of communication between governments and provision
of consular relations. Israel has a lot to offer this country —
their expertise in agriculture is unique, they have made the
desert bloom. Water conservation and solar energy techniques
are more advanced in Israel than almoest anywhere else; not to
speak of excellent small arms supplies and training in tack-
ling the menace of terrorism. Jaswant Singh was therefore
right to visit Israel and cement the relationship. [t is not to be
interpreted as being pro- or anti-Muslim, it merely corrects an
aberration which has bedevilled our relationship with a
friendly regime for far too long. India has always championed
the right of the Palestinians to a homeland of their own and in
a sense they have been made to pay the price of European
guilt over Hitler’s appalling genocide of the Jews and the inde-
scribable cruelty with which the policy was pursued.

There is an application of this policy that we would do well
to ponder. Israel and the Palestinians have been at each
other’s throats ever since the state of Israel was established by
a vote in the United Nations after the end of World War II.
They are now talking to each other — as even the old
warhorse Winston Churchill used to say: Jaw, jaw is prefer-
able to war, war! Pakistan is in search of an identity, it has to
live with the reality that there are more Muslims in India
than in Pakistan and the religious card cannot be current
coin. However, having said that, we are two separate nations
and at some point we must learn to talk to each other and
save the dreadful sums of money on mutually hostile postures
“that neither country can afford. This is not to deny that condi-

" ‘tions must be propitious and the climate-appropriate but we
<" should h€ alive to the possibility.
In short it is about time we grew up!




'/ leyan support to India
*v*for U.N. council seat 37

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 7. Libya today en-
dorsed India’s candidature in an
expanded U.N. Security Council
and looked at ways to expand ec-
onomic cooperation with it in se-
lect sectors.

The visiting Libyan Foreign
Minister, Mr. Abdel Rahman Shal-
gam, publicly stated India’s par-
ticipation in the Council during a
meeting with the Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII} this
morning.

The Libyan Foreign Minister is
accompanied by a representative
of the Libyan national oil compa-
ny, indicating that the two coun-
tries could be keen to work
together in the field of hydrocar-
bons. The economic thrust of Mr.
Shalgam’s visit was also evident
from the presence of the repre-
sentatives of the Arab foreign in-
vestment company and the
Department of Technical Cooper-
ation. Mr. Shalgam during talks
with the External Affairs Minister,

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, with the Libyan Foreign
Minister, Mr. Abdel Rahman Mohammad Shalgam, in New Delhi
on Friday. — PTT

Mr. Jaswant Singh, exchanged
notes on the political situation in
their regions. The Libyan Foreign

g s 1 TEW Temy Y
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Minister later called on the Vice-
President and the Prime Minister
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee.
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By Air Commodo e
Jasjit Singh

E recent high-level politi-

I cal visits by Indian leaders to

Israel raise some issues. Are
we witnessing a paradigm shift in
Indo-Israeli relations? What is it
that we can expect or get from this
relationship? And what does Israel
hope from us?

At the outset, it needs to be
recognised that India has a long-
standing interest in supporting the
Palestinian cause and rights. This
has derived strength from a combi-
nation of moral, ideological and
strategic logic. Now that, after all
the hiccups and bumps, the Israel-
Palestine settlement is well on its
way, India’s deepening relations
with Israel assume even greater im-
portance. It was not surprising,
therefore, that Jaswant Singh also
made a visit to Gaza to meet Pales-
tinian leader Arafat during his offi-
cial visit to Israel. At the apex,
therefore, the political relationship
guides the progress in other areas.
High-level visits are part of this
process.

But there are at least three spe-
cific areas of cooperation between
the two countries. L. K. Advani’s
visit, in particular, attracted atten-
tion because of the apparent con-
sultations on terrorism and intelli-
gence. Israel has extensive experi-
ence and expertise in counter-ter-
rorism. A great deal of the terror-
ism that Israel has faced has been
motivated by religious extremism.
Transnational terrorism in India
too is pursued as jehad. Israel is
well known for going aggressively
after terrorism and its sources, in-
cluding training bases and sanctu-
aries. Many people have advocated

similar strategies for India. But it is
perhaps less known that every
counter-terrorist strike by Israel is
carefully calibrated taking into ac-
count the advantage of hitting the
terrorists at source, as well as the
risk of retaliation. Above all, the
political dimension has formed the
core of Israeli strategy, and intelli-
gence is the foundation of action.

Israel is well known for its excep-
tionally professional intelligence
apparatus. There is a great deal for
us to learn from the principles and
practices followed by Israel. And
cooperation in this area would cer-
tainly be mutually beneficial.

But here again we need to re-
member that the Israeli template
cannot be automatically applied
here. First, for more than half a cen-
tury Israel has had to struggle and
fight for its survival and this has in-
culcated a strong national cohe-
siveness and consensus on national
security issues. Security conscious-
ness and national loyalty are very
high and pervasive among the citi-
zens regardless of their occupation
and personal preferences. Second,
for the same reason and the reality
of bitter hostility by all its neigh-
bours that refused to recognise its
very existence, it has built up pow-
erful instruments of the state. Of
these, the intelligence system, in-
cluding the covert action, stands
out as prime examples of profes-
sionalism in a highly profession-
alised society and state. There is
much that we can learn from them
though we need to constantly bear
in mind the structural and situa-
tional differences between the two
countries. But there is no reason
why we have not established au-
tonomous think-tanks to study ter-
rorism and counter-terrorism.

Our intelligence failures have
come to the fore in the wake of
Kargil and the subsequent review
committee report though the defi-
ciencies in the intelligence system
were known. Unlike the Israelis (or
for that matter the U.S. and other
modern states), we have tended to
treat intelligence as a police func-
tion rather than a specialised pro-
fessional task. On the other hand,
more than 85 per cent of the intelli-
gence budget (and 85 per cent
manpower) of the U.S. government
rests in the defence intelligence
agencies.

Similarly, the IDF (Israeli De-
fence Force) is the key agency pro-
moting and using intelligence. In-
formation collection and collation
are only a small, even if important,
part of intelligence. The success and
failure of intelligence mostly lies in
analysis and assessments. And, one
hopes that we will examine the
principles and practice followed in
Israel in this regard in reforming
our own apparatus.

The third area of potential co-
operation is defence equipment.
The Israeli defence industry is
one of the world’s best in spite of
its small size and where perfor-
mance is consistently measured
in terms of productivity per per-
son. Innovation, upgradation and
maximising performance of
equipment have been turned into
an art. The Indian defence indus-
try is large and expected to grow
to meet the demands of moderni-
sation in the coming years. The
small-scale high technology-
strong R & D defence industry of
Israel and our industry are com-
plementary. It, therefore, makes
sense for both countries to coop-
erate for mutual benefit. []

T diplomatic interpre-
tation do you put on the
recent visits of home min-

ister L. K. Advani, external affairs
minister Jaswant Singh, Rajya Sab-
ha deputy chairperson Najma
Heptulla and West Bengal chief
minister Jyoti Basu to Israel?
These reciprocal visits have been
part of our endeavour to better
Indo-Israeli ties since its inception
in 1992. It was a mere coincidence
that these visits took place in a
short period of time. Jaswant Singh
was to have gone to Israel in Jan-

vani discussed with his counterpart
the kind of response India should
formulate to check terrorism. They
discussed ways to use Israeli intelli-
gence gathering expertise in the In-
dian context.

One positive outcome of these
meetings was the decision to set up
a high-level political-military group
to decide joint measures against
terrorism. The group will meet reg-
ularly like the fora for consulta-
tions between the external affairs
ministries of the two countries.

During his meeting with external

Eight years on, where are }ﬁo-
Israeli relations today?

For certain reasons, we could not
have full diplomatic relations earli-
er, but we have covered a lot of
ground since 1992. Back then, our
trade turnover was just $ 200 mil-
lion. Today, it has touched the $ 1-
billion mark. This is an amazing rise
because the volume of trade be-
tween any two countries reflects
the depth of their mutual under-
standing.
ere are more than 150 joint

Jentures between the Indjan and

sraeli companies, Our drip irriga-

E Israeli Mossad or Insti-

I tute for Intelligence and Spe-
cial Tasks is considered one

of the finest intelligence services in
the world. In the past 50 years,
Mossad’s operations — the kidnap-
ping of Nazi war criminal Adolf
Eichmann in 1960, the hijacking of
a shjg(‘l‘oad of uranium in 1968 and

DING A HAND: Foreign minister Jaswant Singh and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak greet each other
fig the former’s visit to Israel recently

Wreaking revenge

Mossad’s capability to track down Israel’s enemies is unmatched, says Man6j Joshi

the hands of the Black September
terrorists. Mossad teams reached
the hideouts of the terrorists in
Beirut and eliminated them. In
April 1988, a Mossad team mur-
dered Abu Jihad, deputy head of
the Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion, at his villa in Tunis. Yet anoth-
er major Mossad operation was the

PILGRIM’S PROGRESS: FROM J & K TO JERUSALEM

alty of the rescue mission, its

N’ .:,ostages”xve a warm home-
ter the Entebbe hij cﬁ;ﬂmet) The lone Isr
’ 501 ief Yoni Netanyahu

Desai. In ¢he’ early A980s, it has
been allegd§, thaf’ RAW used
Mossad to tra personnel at .
facilities in Israel.

After India normalised ties with
Israel, cooperation between the
two countries on issues relating to
security is no longer a secret. This is
more so because India has been

6 o . @ tion systems have proved to be | the hunting down of Palestinian execution in March 1990 of Gerald  tapping the hi-tech Israeli arms
‘ very beneficial for the Indian farm- | terrorists for killing Israeli athletes Bull, a Canadian scientist who had manufacturers for a variety of

, - : ing sector. Israeli experts are assist- | at the 1972 Munich Olympics — designed a super-Howitzer capable ~weapons and equipment. There is
) ing the Demonstration Farm at- | have become the stuff offegend. - of shelling Israel from Iraqi territo-  interest in both sides in tracking Is-

Pusa in Delhi on a long-term basis. In the 1960s, Mossad became fa- lamic radicals who now operate

are emergin

y/

New Delhi and Jerusalem complement each other,
says Israeli diplomat Yael Ronen

uary, but the visit got postponed be-
cause of certain developments in

attalrs minister Jaswant >ingn,
Prime Minister Ehud Barak

Reflecting the growing proximity -

between the two nations are the

widening activities of our national

carriers, Zim and El Al, with the
former having 15 offices all
over India. El Al operates three
weekly flights to Israel from
Mumbai.

In the field of education and
cience, Indian students today

and Wolfgang Lotz, who
echelons of the Syrian

ernments. ‘
Mossad was the
primary  agency
used by Israel to
avenge the murder
of 11 of its sportsmen

mous through two spies, Eli Coben
penetrated the highest’

and Egyptian ' gov-,

India’s relations with Mossad go

. back to the 1960s when the Re-
¢ search and Analysis Wing was set
“up with the help of the U.S. and
+ UK. intelligence agencies. The
" highly secret links with Indian

agencies came into the open in
1979 when it was revealed that the
two agencies had conspired to ar-
Tange a secret visit of Israeli leader
Moshe Dayan to New Delhi to

globally from bases in Pakistan and
Sudan. But Israel and India have
dissimilar geopolitical interests. Is-
rael considers Iran to be a major
adversary, but India has had friend-
ly relations with Teheran and has
never been threatened by radical
Shiite Islam. Unlike India which
has a vast Muslim population, Is-
rael’s security perspective is limited
to preserving and fostering the in-

ittend many Israeli institutions 3
mder exchange programmes.
[he 1993 Agreement on Sci-
:nce and Technological
Cooperation, which
:omes up for renew- §

il this year, will

viden our cooper- ™
ition in the com-

ng years. | ] 4}

build contacts with the Indian gov-

West Asia. " stressed the great potential in eco-
ernment headed then by Morarji

ng?rtrll)?ar :I:St;l:lra thaengctf:gl‘llil:c; noanic and tecl(ljnical cooperation
. and suggested measures to

progfjamme. Alllld Jyot} Baslu hz;l;l?- strengthen bilateral ties. On the
peneb t?(%aSSt frrougli srge On S west Asia peace process, Barak
WEX aﬁ OItlllle om L.on }‘lm' the fold Singh that Israel was ready to
ay: owfl' hese ‘?.?lts fs IOZIV 1 € make difficult decisions but there
emerging high prolile ol INCO-IS~ wag a need for the other side to

raeli relations. :
Don’t you think the aim of these <P O as well

visits was to seek Israeli help in
fighting Pak-sponsored terrorism

. at the 1972 Munich
X Olympics ~ at

terests of, in the main, its Jewish cit-
izens.

\ O JERUSALEM! Deputy chairperson of the Rajya Sabha, Najma Heptullah,
"~ home minister L. K. Advani and West Bengal chief minister Jyoti Basu have
all made trips to Israel recently

in India?
It’s true that we both face the
threat of Islamic terrorism,

though the context of terrorism in
the two regions is different. We
face radical Palestinians and the
Hezbollah backed by Iran, and
you have the problem of cross-
border terrorism.

The two countries have reiterat-
ed that they are committed to fight-
ing terrorism at all levels. We are
mounting joint diplomatic initia-
tives at global fora for international
action against terrorism. Many na-
tions today face this problem and it
is imperative that the international
community responds to this chal-
lenge unitedly. . 5 y . ;

But what about cooperation at . | - Dﬂ‘?“l Bexg-(%mmn‘ (1886-
the military and intelligence levels? ny : ; 1973): Israel's first prime min-
Has India sought the help of Israeli Lo ter and defence minister, he
secret service Mossad in tackling was the architect of modern
terrorism? Isracl. When Britain limited

One does not know whether the Jewish immigration to Pales-
Mossad issue came up for discus- tine in 1939, a decade of Zion-
sion. But home minister L. K. Ad- ist warfare began. Ben-Guri-

on was unrelenting, and final-

the Licstap

. saw the mal _ ]

| concentration camps, and murder (es-

| pecially by the use of sas chambers) of

. millions of Jews. After World War 11,

| he escaped to Argenting, but he was

| located and abducted by Israeli agents
in1960. He was tried and hanged inTs- |
rael for crimes against the Jews.

A statesman and 'a”soldier

lyinTel Aviv.on May 14,1948,

. e proclammed independence
OU have been advocating
i full-fledged relations with
Israel in all fields, includ-

ing military intelligence. Don’t
you think it will offend the Arab
world and the Muslims of India?

Let’s first talk about diplomatic
relations. The previous govern-
ments in India dithered on estab-
lishing full-fledged ties with Is-
rael for fear of antagonising the
Arab world and losing the Mus-
lim vote. It was only recently that
this fear was overcome and the
relationship established.

The next logical step was full-
fledged cooperation in other
fields as well. And this coopera-
tion began in earnest only when
this government took over. There
have been no protests from any
quarters in India. How can the
Arab countries protest when they
themselves are mending fences

‘Mossad shbuld be welcomed’

Having borne the brunt of international terrorism, India and Israel are natural allies, Union law minister
Ram Jethmalani tells Garmukh Singh

with Israel? The Palestinians
have signed peace deals with
Jerusalem. Even the new Syrian
President is talking about the in-
evitability of co-existence with Is-
rael. Why should we bother too
much about them? We have to
take care of our interests.

1 think every patriot Indian
should welcome our relationship
with Israel. And, it is time these
ties were deepened covering all
areas, particularly anti-terrorism
strategies.

Israel is an important country
in West Asia. Deep friendship
with them will ensure that at least
one flank of our security is taken
care of.

Do you think the Israeli secret
service, Mossad, should be roped
in to check terrorism?

There is nothing wrong with
this idea. Why should there be
fears in any quarters about in-
volving Mossad in checking ter-
rorist violence? Didn’t we seek
the cooperation of the Soviet

Union’s secret service, KGB, in
the past? Don’t we invite foreign
military experts to help us? Did-
n’t we send former Punjab police
chief K. P.S. Gill to Sri Lanka?
Any kind of knowhow, intelli-
gence-gathering mechanism and
gadgets which will help us in the
task of neutralising threats
should be welcomed. Israel is a
country which has been under
siege for long. In the struggle for
survival, they have evolved highly
effective mechanisms, including

this secret service, to counter the
enemy. Why should we not bene-
fit from their services which they
are willing to offer?

Is it strategically safe to allow
them a free run of the country?

There is never anything like a
free run of a country for outside
agencies. But 1 can safely say
Mossad has no conflict of interest
with India. Remember the kind of
assistance they gave us during the
Kargil conflict? As I have said, they
are a country who have been under

perpetual siege since their birth 50
years ago. They know and share ou
concern. Both the nations have a
common interest in stopping ter
rorism. And, in the pursuit of thi
goal, we have to become partners
Which means sharing intelligence
and counter-terrorism techniques.
Mossad too will play its part.

What shape will the future rela
tionship take?

Since our ties are mutually
beneficial from the point of view
of trade, commerce and security,
I see a great future for Indo-Is
raeli relationship. The fact tha
we are two vibrant democratic
countries will only bring us clos
er. We should remember tha
fragile democracies always come
under threat from totalitarian
powers. India and Israel are only
too aware of the neighbours who
surround them. ]

for the State of Isracl He con-
tinted as Prime Minister for
15 years during which time
the young country fought two
wars. Even after he lost the
leadership of his party, he re-
mained in the Knessetuntilhe
retired from politics in 1970
Moshe Dayan (1915-81): As a sold

ier and statesman, the tough
Moshe Dayan was the architect of Israel’s military policy. He learned
guerilla warfare tactics from British Capt Orde Wingate, the leader
of special night patrols organised to fight
‘Arab rebel bands. His organising of the Ha-
| ganah, an illegal malitary force in British-oc-
cupied Palestine, resulted in his arrest and
imprisonment from 1939 to 1941. After his
release, he served with British forces during
World War I While in combat in Sytia, he
lost his left eye. The black patch he wore
thereafter became a trademark, He secretly
visited India during Morarji Desat’s reign
and is credited with laying the groundwork of
prelimnary Indo-Israeli ties
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=" Hype over Israeli ties, .

&\ unwarranted: Faleiro-*

By Ouk, Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 9. The former Min-
ister of State for External Affairs,
Mr. Eduardo Faleiro, today ob-
jected to the justification of the
cooperation between India and
Israel on the plea of alleged threat
posed by so-called Islamic funda-
mentalism and terrorism. He cau-
tioned against the present hype in
Indo-Israeli relations, at a time
when the West Asia peace process
was in the doldrums.

“This is most objectionable.
Terrorism has no religion. Our
Ministers have spoken of a ‘civ-
ilisational” framework in the con-
text of India’s international
relations insinuating that India
and Israel are on the same side in
the ‘clash of civilisations’, a con-
cept which is mainly directed
against the Muslim and Arab
world and its norms,” he said in a
statement here.

Mr. Faleiro, a Rajya Sabha
member, said India must guard
against communalisation of for-
eign policy. “It will be unfortu-

nate if the sectarian mindset
already being felt in domestic af-
fairs, is now brought to bear on
our international relations also,”
he said. India’s cooperation with
Israel in the nuclear field was be-
ing perceived by the Arab nations
as an unfriendly act.

Governors’ meet
~from July 12

NEW DELHI, JULY 9. A wide variety of
subjects ranging from the work of
the Constitution Review Commis-
sion to attacks on Christians and
their institutions as well as social,
developmental and law and order
are expected to figure at the two-
day conference of Governors and
Lt. Governors convened by the
President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan,
from July 12.

The conference is also likely to
discuss the issue of Centre-State
relations in the wake of the auton-
omy resolution adopted by the
J&K Assembly. — PTI

|
|
|
|



India and Kuwait sign MoU

Kuwalt July 11 H/ \,I/‘KL

INDIA AND Kuwait have added a
new dimension to their relations by
signing a Memorandum of
Understanding to hold regular for-
eign office consultations to chalk
out common strategies on interna-
tional issues of mutual interest.
The MoU was signed by visiting
Minister of State for External
Affairs Ajit Kumar Panja and
Kuwaiti Minister of State for

oreign Affairs Sulaiman Majed
-Shaheen at a ceremony here
st evening.
According to the agreement, the
o countries shall hold consulta-
tibns at official level annually or
re frequently alternatively in
India or Kuwait on all aspects of
bilaterat relations as well as
regional and international issues.
The discussions could also be
held between the permanent mis-
sions of the two countries in inter-

national organisations or at inter-
national conferences.

The ministers described the sign-
ing of the MoU, which would
remain in force for two years and
then get renewed automatically, as
“yet another step in the direction of
strengthening close bonds of friend-
ship" between the two countries”.

Panja said there was commonali-
ty of views between India and
Kuwait on most of the internation-
al issues. (UNI)
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/indo—Iran joint gas
panel to meet f 0%' g

first time in July\

Indrani Bagchi & Soma Banerjee

NEW DELHMI 11 JULY
THE JOINT working group
{(JWG) to “explore all aspects” of
gas transportation from Iran to
India will hold its first meeting
later this month when a high-
level delegation from Iran visits
Delhi.

The Indian committee will
be headed by the secretary of
the ministry of external affairs
(MEA) and will consist of senior
officials like the joint secretary
of TPA, and joint secretary
{refinery), as well as senior offi-
cials from the ministry of
defence.

The India-Iran pipeline pro-
ject received a new lease of life
during foreign minister Jaswant
Singh’s visit to Iran in May,
which resulted in the constitu-
tion of the JWG. Iran has been
keen to sell gas to India,
but India has certain security
concerns that need to be
assuaged before an onshore
pipeline can go through
Pakistan.

The project was also taken
up at the World Petroleum
Congress at Canada and the
Union petrolewm minister, Mr
Ram Naik, recently held discus-
sions with his Iranian counter-
part.

The brief for the WG will

Singh: Exploring new ground

be to explore the relative costs
and benefits of onshore, off-
shore pipelines or LNG trans-
portation.

With Bangladesh almost rul-
ing out exports of gas in the near
future — with the country
poised for general elections it is
a delicate political issue that will
only be resolved afterwards, a
fact noted by the US President
during his recent visit — US oil
and gas companies who have
high reserves in the western
region have been increasing
their pressure to restart negotia-
tions with Pakistan.

The Economic Time.
12 Jil20D
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Indo-Iran talks t focus on

By C. Raja Mohan YV - A7

NEW DELHI, JULY 12, Energy, security
and Afghanistan will be among
the many issues that will figure in
the wide-ranging talks between
India and Iran here next week.

The Deputy Foreign Minister of
Iran, Mr. Mohsen Aminzadeh, is
arriving on July 19 to continue the
high-level political dialogue.

While there is no specific focus
on any theme, it is expected that
the question of transporting nat-
ural gas from Iran to India as well
as the latest developments in Af-
ghanistan could figure promi-
nently in the talks.

WheryExternal Affairs Min-

T

ister, Mr. ]aswant Singh, visited
Iran in May, the two sides agreed
to set up a Joint Working Group to
assess economic and security as-
pects of natural gas pipelines
from the Persian Gulf to India.

The JWG has now been consti-
tuted and is scheduled to meet
within the next few weeks in Teh-
eran. The JWG will report to the
two Foreign Ministers.

The Indian team will be headed
by the Secretary (East} in the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry, Mr. K. V.
Rajan. Senior officials from the
External Affairs Ministry, Ministry
of Petroleum, and the Ministry of
Defence will participate in the
JWG.

An overland pipeline from Iran,
passing through Pakistan, is seen
by many as the cheapest option
for transporting abundant natural
gas from the Persian Gulf to the
huge energy market in India.

There are strong reservations in
the Government that such a pipe-
line might give a powerful lever-
age to Islamabad. Pakistan, which
stands to benefit by charging
transit fees, has supported the
project for an overland pipeline.

India is unlikely to back such a
project without substantive secu-
rity guarantees against disruption
of the natural gas supplies by Pa-
kistan.

The JWG will make a technical

gas transport

assessment all options, including
on-shore and off-shore pipelines.
During his visit to Iran, Mr. Singh
insisted that “there must be a sur-
vivable marriage” between the
economic and security aspects of
the pipelines from the Persian
Gulf to the subcontinent.

The latest developments in Af-
ghanistan, where India and Iran
have strong and converging secu-
rity interests, was also expected to
come up for discussion next
week.

The two sides are likely to ex-
change views on the renewed
fighting in north of Kabul and the
current international efforts to
end the conflict.



Callmg Jaswant Singh names on Israel

Sanctlmomous and amnesiac

HIS week Mani Shanker
Aiyat gave a fairly lucid his-

toryof India’s positiononIs-
rael aswell as the Palestinian

struggle He then quite pointlessly

lunged at Foreign Minister Jaswant
Singh and the intended one-two-has
clearly not landed. He has accused
Jaswant Singh of being a communalist
inthesame asDaraSingh.
According to Aiyar, the Foreign
Minister during his recent visit to Israel

placed the blame for delaying full diplo-

maticrelationswith Israc] on the succes-
sive Congress administrations’ desire to
keep the Muslim vote bank intact.
Ifthis, indeed, iswhat Jaswant Singh
sald,howdo&ntplacetheExtemalAf—
fairs Minister in the ranks of commu-
nalists? As a reporter in those days on
the South Block beat, I know first hand
that the “ Muslim vote” was something
Ra;wGandlnneverundcmtoodbutwas
mostconcerned about. i
- Itwasthis naive understanding of is-
sues on Rajiv’s part which led him to
blunders like Shah Bano and the ban-
aingof Salman Rushdie, Indeed, hewas
advised that if he embarked on his elec-
tion' campaign from Ayodhya promis-

ing Ram Rajya, he would take the wind

out of the “communalists™ sail. Ifhe al-
lowed the shilanyas on disputed land
and then bluffed the minorities that it
had been done elsewhere, Muslims
would be mighty pleased. He bought
this one too hook, line and sinker. Ask
Narain Dutt Tewari for the details.

The great issues that were agitating
the Muslims were, according to the
Congress, Shah Bano, Salman Rushdie,
Babri Masjid and relations with Isracl

Some of us.argued that this was a

| completely bogus list. which -only
" demonstrated how totally out of touch

the Congress leadership

(particularly
. it#Muslim figureheads) was with the
- minorities. What the Muslims needed

- as was King Hassan of

‘was education, entrepreneunal help
andageneralsenseofbelongmgmdle
mainstream.

A serics ofarucl&slwroteurgmg
normal relations with Israel caught Ra-

. jivsattention. He asked me, as an inde-
pendent journalist, to prepare anoteon: -

how the minorities would respond to
full diplomatic relationswith Israel.
My argument was straightforward.
Camp David was behind us: Egypt, the
most important country
in the Arab world, had
accepted the reality of Is-
rael King Hussain of Jor-
dan was in constant
touchwith Israelileaders

Moroceo. In fact, every

And when the New Delhi-Tel Aviv axis was

‘lectualsofourtmm,Edwadeaxd,a

Christian,

Of oourse, there are fundamental-
ist voices in Israel and the Arab world
comfortable with the notion of a Jew-

- ish-Muslim conflict in the Middle East.
But these marginal (sometimes power-

ful) groups clash head on with the fun-

. damental reahty that the holocaust

happened in Europe and not in the
Muslim world. The amnesia that is
sought to be induced by
the western media on this

savoury aspects of con-

temporary journalism.
PV, Narasimha Rao

change Ambassadors be-

time I visited Rabat the cause the logic began to
person 1 never failed to " sink in that relations with
sec was Andre Azoulay, Sazep Nagwt Israel were not a core issue
* theking’s principal advi- =~ = ————— with Indian Muslims. And

ﬂrmly established what happened? Not a

Q‘Q} \o whlmper from the Muslims!

King?
Infact, keeping a legitimate foreign
policy option hostage to the fear of mi-

- noritieswalking out on the ruling partyif. -

that pption were ever exercised would
onlyirritate the majority community.
Moreover, casting the Arab-Israeli
dispute as a Jewish-Muslim issue was a
totalmisreading of what was essentially a

- territorial conflict. The more radical -

voices among the Palestinians were
people like George Habash, obviously

a Christian. A Palestinian. totally op-

posed to Yasser Arafat’s conciliatory
line happens tobe one of the great inte}-

whenthe New Dethi-Iel Aviv axis was
firmly established, what happened? Not
awhimper from the Muslims! .

Even so, it is my bekhief that

Narasimha Rao would not have taken -

the plunge on Israel (the so-called Mus-
lim leaders would have stayed his hand)
had the global situation not changed
radically. The liberalisation of the In-
dian economy and relations with Israel
were, in the ultimate analysis, dictated
by the collapse of the Soviet Union.

As for a touch of communalism in
foreign affairs, it might be instructive to

remember the Bosnian brutality, rape
camps, extermination of Muslims in
mass graves. And what was the re-

‘sponseofthcsemlarCongraswtab—

soore ‘is one of the less -

- ultimately decided to ex-

lishment? It sustained the myth that
New Delhi’s relations with Belgrade

- were sacrosanct because the two were

premier capitals when non-alignment
was invented by Nehru and Tito. But
what did Tito’s Yugoslavia have to do
with Milosevic’s Belgrade? Narasimha
Rao’s foreign office, in private conver-_
sations, was more worried about a
Muslimstate in Europe than Europe it-
self. Everything possible was done to
block the arrival in New Delhi of the
Bosnian foreign minister who ulti-
mately died in an air crash.

The ONGC, which knows a few
things about oil, made several trips to
Baku, capital of Azerbaijan. After all,
Azerbaijan was the hub of all the major
oil companies in quest of the new El
Dorado. Baku also had ancient civilisa-
tional links with India. On the outskirts
of the cityis the ancient Fire temple with
sanskrit shlokas inscribed on the walls.

But the Congress establishment

* couldnot be persuaded toopena diplo-

matic mission in Baku. Why? Because
Azerbaijan, a Muslim country, had a
conflictwith Armenia, a Christian coun-
try. So the great, secular, Congress es-

* tablishment chose not to open amission

in either country. The issue, thusyoked
together like a pair of bullocks, was
handed down to subsequent establish-
mentstosortout.

‘What took the cake was the invita-
tion issued to Vladimir Zhirinovsky in
1995 after he spewéd venom against
Muslims and Jews alike. Since there

* was no straightforward way of extend-

ing hospitality to this rank fascist, he

‘was invited as a guest of the Indian
- . Council for Cultural Relations. Some
“cultural relatlons, devised exclusively

bythe
'lbreventolsraelforanwment.,

- President Ezer Weizinan visited New

Delhi in 1997. When will our President

INDIAN Exprree.
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India to allay Arab fears over lsrael

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JULY 15. [n an attempt to allay the
misperceptions generated by the recent visits
to Israel by top Indian leaders, the Foreign
Office is planning to brief the Ambassadors of
the Arab nations this week.

The proposed briefing by Mr. K. V. Rajan,
Secretary (East) in the Ministry of External Af-
fairs, comes in the wake of some questions
raised by the Arab League on certain aspects
of the relations between India and Israel.

A few days ago in Cairo, the Indian Ambas-
sador to Egypt was called into the headquar-
ters of the Arab League and asked about some
of the statements allegedly made by the Home
Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, during his visit to
[srael last month. The mission of the Arab
League here has also sought a meeting with
senior officials of the Foreign Office.

The Government is expected to brief the
Arab Ambassadors together about the visits of
both Mr. Advani and the External Affairs Min-
ister, Mr. Jaswant Singh.

The main concern seems related to a re-
ported statement by Mr. Advani that India was
considering cooperation with Israel in the nu-

clear field. Although the Government has clar-
ified that Mr. Advani made no reference to
nuclear cooperation’ with Israel, one or two
Arab nations are nof entirely mollified.
Reports on Indo-Israeli nuclear cooperation
have been fairly frequent in the Arab media.
There has also been a systematic campaign by
Pakistan in the Arab world about nuclear
weapons cooperation between India and Is-
rael. It may be recalled that on the eve of its
nuclear tests at the end of May 1998, Pakistan
had raised the bogey of a joint attack by India
and Tsrael against its nuclear installations.
When Mr. Jaswant Singh travelled to the
United Nations last September, the Egyptian
Foreign Minister, Mr. Amre Moussa, raised
concerns about Indo-Israeli nuclear cooper-
ation, by making a reference to media reports

on the subject. Mr. Singh rejected the allega-
tions. i Wk\” \/ga

In dismissing spectilation about nuclear
cooperation with Israel, the Government is
likely to point to the impeccable record of In-
dian restraint on nuclear technology exports.
It may also refer to the stringent guidelines,
issued in 1995, that govern India’s nuclear ex-
ports. Any transfer of nuclear material or tech-

16 o020

nology will attract international controls to
the recipient country. It stands to reason that
Israel, which already has a nuclear arsenal,
would in no way want to bring in international
safeguards over its nuclear programme.

A second area of concern in the Arab world
is about the emerging cooperation on coun-
tering terrorism between India and Israel.
Arab sensitivities appear to have been hurt by
the alleged references to “'cross-border terror-
ism” by Mr. Advani.

Some of Israel’s Arab neighbours are upset
that the talk of “cross-border terrorism”
would suggest those who share borders with
Israel are terrorist states.

The Government will convey that Mr. Ad-
vani was referring to cooperation between In-
dia and Israel on proxy wars launched by
terrorist groups; and that New Delhi has no
desire to suggest that any of the Arab states are
terrorist.

India believes that many of the Arab states
themselves are victims of terrorism, and that
there is considerable common ground be-
tween India and leading nations of the Islamic
world in counteringAerrorism and religious
extremism.
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INVESTMENTS BY the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) in India are
likely to increase three-fold if a
refinery project under discussion
between the two countries materi-
alises.

A jsion on' the proposed
refinery will depend on the out-
come of the visit of a technical
team of the International
Petroleum Company (IPC) of the
UAE 1o India in August to discuss
details of the project, including its

Dubai, July 16

ery

location, An IPC d ;zxtlon had
visited India earlier this year for
preliminary studies and come back
highly satisfied with the project's
feasibility.

If the project comes) through,
UAE's investments in India will
shoot up from the present $200
million to $600-800 million,
according to Indian Ambassador
K.C. Singh.

Singh, explaining the modest
investments by the UAE in India
so far, described the Indo-UAE
relationship as ‘"incremental” in

N

PR

project on the cards

nature and not subject to sudden
vagaries.

The two-way trade between the
two countries had touched the $4
billion mark last year. While UAE's
exports to India consisted largely of
crude oil, there has been vast diver-
sification in the Indian exports bas-
ket to the emirates in recent years,
Singh said, adding economic rela-
tions between the two countries are
at a "take-off stage."

Apart from the refinery project,
Singh said India could be a major
supplier of alumina for the three

THE HINDUSTAN TLE:

",

huge smelter plants in the UAE as
the country has large deposits of
bauxite.

Indian officials feel that UAE
decision to freeze issue of visas to
Indians and Pakistanis could turn
out to be a blessing in disguise as
far as India is concerned as it
would help change India's tradi-
tional image here as a source for
cheap labour,

Expatriate workers, a majority of
them Indians, account for more
than 60 per cent of UAE's three
million population. (L4NS)
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Oman’s bid to
seal fertiliser g

" ; 'H
project §-1caA

Udayan Namboodir!
New Delhi, July 17

THE VISITING Foreign kl
of Oman Yusuf Bin Alawi
Abdullah is learnt to be on a mi-
sion to seal up the controversial
fertiliser project which received
the Cabinet’s nod recently despite
strong opposition from several
quarters in India.

Mr Abdullah on Monday called
on Prime Minister A B Vajpayee
and External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh. The MEA
spokesman said “both ministers
expressed satisfaction with the
decision to go ahead with the $1.1
billion fertiliser project to be locat-
ed in Oman”.

The project was originally agreed
conceived in 1993 as a joint ven-
ture between Oman Oil Company
and two Indian public sector com-
panies, KRIBHCO and Rasthtriya
Chemicals and Fertilisers (RCF).
But clearance on the implementa-
tion of the project was held up
after negative reports were
received over its viability.
Subsequently, RCF backed out
and IFFCO entered in its place.

Significantly, the BJP had
opposed this project when it was in
thE" opposition. That the contro-
versial Italian company,
Snamprogetti, whose business rep-
resentative in  India, Ottavio
Quattrochi is a suspect in the
Bofors payoff case, was a co-bidder
raised hackles in the BIP’s quar-
ters. Mr Vajpayee had written over
a dozen letters to the then prime
minister making out a strong case
for retendering.

But in a sudden volte face, the
PM cleared it on the eve of his
departure for Italy late last month.
The considerations against the
Rrejgct included the urea buy-back
affangement which would force

¢ Indian government to buy at a
fixed price instead of making it
sensitive to prevailing internation-
al prices. '

THE HINDUSTAN TIME?
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| India, Oman group to ilp rade ties

By Our Special Correspondent \\\) - A

NEW DELHI, JULY 18. India and Oman have decided to
set up a high-level inter-ministerial group to push
their political, security and economic ties to a new
high.

With the foreign ofﬁce as the nucleus, the ‘'strate-
gic consultative group” will give a higher policy di-
rection to India-Oman ties.

The decision to set up this cell at the level of Secre-
taries was taken during talks between Oman’s vis-
iting Foreign Minister, Mr. Yousuf Bin Abdullah, and
the External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh.

Mr. Abdullah later called on the Prime Minister,
Mr. A. B. Vajpayee. According to the Foreign Office
spokesman, the Prilne Minister expressed satisfac-
tion at the decision to form the consultative group.

" Bothssides, agreed: that . New DBelhi and "Muscat

stiotild expand théif cooperition in the oil and gas
sector.

Official sources here described talks between the
Foreign Ministers as “forward looking’ as they took
off from the decision taken by both sides to imple-
ment their long-awaited joint projects.

For instance, the two countries have recently re-
moved the hurdles in the way of establishing a giant
Indo-Oman fertilizer plant which has been hanging
fire for nearly seven years. The gas-based plant
which symbolises a up-turn in the relationship is
mostly funded by Oman. It will produce urea which
will be purchased by India.

The two sides have also cleared the way for the
import of Omanese crude. Oil from Oman, which
will be brought in tankers and off-loaded in Gujarat,
will be sent through a pipeline to a refinery in Bina

in Madhya Pradkok e laying of the pipelines ha
earlier been blocked Because of pressure from envi-
ronmental groups. r

These groups had objected to the pipeline be-
cause of apprehension that it would cause ecological
damage to the thickly-forested belt through which it
would pass. The completion of both these projects is
likely to lead to a quantum jump in Indo-Oman
trade which currently stands at a modest $ 220 mil-
lions.

India, according to analysts, sees Oman as its key
strategic ally in the resource-rich Persian Gulf and
the wider Indian Ocean rim. Not surprisingly, India,
Oman, Australia and South Africa are the pillars of a
community of littoral states straddling the commer-
cial sea lanes in the Indian Ocean.

The visiting Foreign Minister, who delivered a lec-
ture on the Indian Ocean Community, advocated
that the grouping should be given an_economic
thrust. The community should result in market ex-
pansion and lower production costs because of the
resulting economies of scale. He emphasised a
larger role for the private sector and the slashing of
bureaucratic red tape to achieve higher growth.

The focussed economic orientation of Oman and
its refusal to discriminate against the 340,000 Indian
settlers there has contributed to the warmth in the
relationship between the two countries, the Foreign
Office spokesman said.

During talks, India expressed satisfaction over
Oman'’s role in presenting a balanced projection of
South Asia in the GCC — a regional grouping of the
Persian Gulf states.
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‘India can strengthen diplomatic relations with Israel without alienating Muslim countries
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HE LAST two months have witnessed

heightened tnteraction at high political

ievels between Isract and India. Home

Minister LK. Advani. accompanicd by
senior officials dealing with counter-insurgency
and terrorism, visited Israel in June. He was fol-
lowed by Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh. West
Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti Basu, accompanied by
senior members of his Cabinet, was in Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem early this month. Defence Minister
George Fernandes is likely to visit Israel later.

These events have resulted in cogitations 1 the
media reminiscent of the passionate debate which
surrounded India’s establishing diplomatic rela-
uons with Israel in January 1992, As the Foreign
Sceretary 1o the Government, Fhad a part in imple-
menting the decision of the then Prime Minister,
PV, Narasimba Rao. To some extent, therefore, |
am able to give the rationale of the deasion which
is taking full form now. By recognising and formai-
ising our relations with Isracl have we abandoned
our policy of supporting the legitimate aspirations
of the Palestinian people? Have we decided to
alicnate ourselves from Arab and Mushm coun-
tries, especially the Arab countries, relations with
whom are of vital political, economic and historical
importance to us? Have we, by structuring a coop-
crative relationship with Israel, indicated our sup-
port to Israel’s past actions against the Palestinians
which we had firmly opposed? Have we abandoned
Pandit Nehru’s policies on relations with Israel?

Historical accuracy and chronological sequence
leading to the opening up of relations with Israel
are necessary to provide relevant answers to these
questions. The question of recognising Israel is
irrelevant. Jawaharlal Nehru had agreed to the
recognition of the state of Israel — though we had
reservations about the manner in which the UN
Resolution constituting the state of Isracl was
passed. An Israeli Consulate General was allowed
to fupction in Bombay from the Fifties right up to
1992, when the Consulate converted itself into an
embassy and re-focated itsedt in Delhioin tandem
with our establishing an embassy in Tel Aviv.

The reason tor India not following the decision of
recognition of the Isracli state with the establish-
ment of diplamatic relations was the aggressive
pohicies of the Western powers vis-a-vis Egypt, 1n

Out of the closet

By ). N. Dixir

collaboration with Israel and Isracl's acquisitive
approach against the Palestinians and their lands.
The antagonisms of the Cold War underpinned our
policies as West Asia was a significant area of Cold
War confrontation till the Seventies.

There was an incremental and qualitative change
in the interaction between some important Arab
countrics  and  the  Palestine  Liberation
Organisation on the one hand. and Israel on the
other, from the carly Seventies onwards. Camp
David agreements brought @ more or less end to
military  confrontation
between Arab countries
and Israel. Egypt, Jordan
and  Morocco  were
inclined towards a nego-
tiated scttlement of the
Palestine 1ssue. Other
major Arab countries led
by Saudi Arabia opposed
Egypt pro-forma, but did
not translate their oppo-
sition into any definite
policy decisions.

By 1989-90, the PLO
moved towards indirect
negotiations with Israel.
Since mid-1991, we received reports from our mis-
sions in the US and Scandinavian countries that

confidential contacts between the Government of

Israel and the PLO were under way through Sudan
and Norway. We also received reports that this
exercise had the support of both the US and the
Russian Federation. More importantly, our diplo-
matic missions in the Gulf conveyed the assessment

that Israeli-PLO contacts had the endorsement of

important Arab countries such ay Saudi Arabia.
UAE and Kuwait.

In the post-Gulf War period. ostabhishing relas
tions and mittating acrose-the-board hilaterul coop
eration with Isracl was advisable because Israel i-
strategically Jocated on the northern or north-west-
crn flank of a number of Mushm countricy which
have been involved with extremist e tanate
csm n the “entral and South Awvan regon

Saying Shalom: Jaswant Singh in Jerusalem

Despite our support to the Palestiman cause and
opposition to Israel for a period of more than four
decades, Israel remained supportive of India on
issues related to the latter’s territorial integrity
(including supporting the Indian stand on
Jammu and Kashmir).

Isracl was — and is — a potential partner for eco-
nomic, technological and commercial cooperation.
It must also be underlined that the Indian decision:
to enter into a substantive relationship with Isracl
in 1992 was not taken as an exercise at asserting
unilateral  sovereiznty
The Government ot
India extended a special
invitanon '3 Yasser
Aratat to come to India
for prior consultations
on this matter. Arafat

had  discussions  with
Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao in

New Delht in January
1992, India formalised
its decision only after
intorming him of our
intentions and getting
his endorsement.

Indo-Israeli relations have gained in substance
and range over the last eight vears. I recall two
points made to me by the late Israeli Prime
Minister, Yitzhak Rabin, when 1 called on him in
Jerusalem in March 1993, He expressed the view
that after the first Camp David agreements, there
was no need for India to be reticent about having
relations with Isracl The second point which he
made was that he was sensitive to Indian concerns
and aterests related to s relations with Arab
countries. He added that s far us Israel was
concerned, theio dare noe wts te lndo-Israch
cooperabion =~ ovoopt the nters o Israels
national interests,

Indit should deternunc the ¢ nt
which « wishes to wooper o w R foract moam
sphery o s b e Dosprte choge i govern
ments i fsradh, b zeneral ofentition of 1t polhi-

ad Tevels to

cizs towards India articulated by Rabin remain in
piace. Israch Foreign Minister Shimon Peres visit-
«J India 1n May 1993. Isracli President Weizmann

.sited India in 1997, The Chief Ministers of Indian
States have visited Israel which have resulted in
agricultural and economic cooperation.

The more recent visits of Mr Advani and Jaswant
Singh to Israel formalise another dimension of
Indo-Israeli cooperation in the sphere of security.
counter-terrorism and politico-strategic affairs. It
is to be emphasised that having substantive
relations with Israel does not mean any dilution
of India’s decp interest and commitment 1o
sustaining and cxpanding 1t relations with
Arab countries. Nor does it mean that there is
any dilution ol India’s support to the aspirations
of the Palestinian people. This has becn
conveved to the Israeli Government and it has
understood this approach.

Jaswant Singh’s meeting Arafat while visiting
Isracl is proof enough of the practical framework
within which Indo-Israeh relations are developing.
Another proof of the validity of this framework
is that over the last eight years there has been no
erosion or dilution of India’s relations with
Muslim countries in general or the countries of
the Gulf in particular.

Another marginal point of controversy has been
Jaswant Singh’s statement in Israel that one
of the reasons for India delaying the establishment
of diplomatic relations with the country was the
consideration of Muslim vote bank in India.
A view has been expressed that this was a
partisan and communal argument. The other view
is that he need not have made a public pronounce-
ment on the subject. The reality is that the
average Muslim voter in India is not ven
aware about Indo-Arab or Indo-Israeli issues.
However, there is an element of truth in what
Jaswant Singh said. It is the leadership of
some of our political parties which 15 inclined
to use such un argument on the Muslim vote
bunk tor their own purposes.

I have heard reports that President K.R.
Naravanan may visit Israel later this vear or earhy
next year. It will be a major signal that Indiv’s
teregn policy s no fonger subject to burdens of the
past or irrelevant inhibitions.



Udayan Namboodiri
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IRAN WANTS to bring Pakistan into the pic-

ture on the gas pipeline talks with India, but
India is not favourably inclined towards this
move. Iran's deputy foreign minister, Mohsin
Aminzadeh, said today that Pakistan should be
involved at some stage during the negotiations,
but an External Affairs Ministry spokesman
maintained the talks should remain bilateral.
Mr Aminzadeh revealed today that Pakistani
Energy Minister had recently given a "written
guarantee” that the Pakistan Government would
ensure security to a gas pipeline if one is laid to
transport natural gas from Iran to India through
its territory.
He maintained that Pakistan should be
involved in the discussions as a land pipeline
would be a cheaper option to Liquefied Natural

Gas (LNG) option which Iridia says would suit
its energy security interests.

The Indian stand is in sharp contrast to this.
New Delhi is preparing for the first meeting of
the Joint Committee formed early June to
examine all aspects of gas transportation with
the firm resolve to block Iranian moves to "tri-
lateralise” what it maintajns.is a bilateral agree-
ment dating back to 1993'Bn energy co-opera-
tion. Secretary (east) in the MEA, K V Rajan,
would lead the multi-disciplinary official delega-
tion to the talks scheduled for next month in
Teheran.

During his talks here with his Indian counter-
parts over the past two days, Mr Aminzadeh
stressed on the economic benefits that could be
accrued from the proposed pipeline. "We have
passed on to India and Pakistan the finding of a
pre-feasibility study by the Australian firm, BHP,
which was ordered by us and provide enough

dia irked over Ircn;n’s pipeline stand

evidence of gains for all three countries. BHP
has subsequently shown interest in investing in
the project,” he said.

However, the Iranian delegation glossed over
India's threat perception on Pakistan's involve-
ment in the project, saying Pakistan could be
bound up into honouring its commitment by
multi-lateral guarantees and various other legal
clauses. "The option of transporting CNG con-
verted into LNG is much costlier and the rev-
enues would not be attractive," Mr Aminzadeh
commented.

India, however, maintains that the LNG
option would cost only about 30 per cent extra
besides a one-time investment of around $1 bil-
lion towards conversion and reconversion instal-
lations. "Though a little more costly, there is no
threat to this supply being interrupted by an
unfriendly paryy time in the future," an

official said.

s
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ndo-Iran gas plpelm

Indrani Bagchi ‘w

NEW DELHI 20 JULY %T
THE IRAN-India gas pipeline
moved a shade closer to reality as
Iran shared with India the sub-
stance of Pakistani security guar-
antees of a pipeline through its ter-
ritory. The visiting deputy foreign
minister of Iran, Mr Mohsin

‘ Ammzadeh said: “After several
; }amtxons, Islamabad has

. givesg \u;\a written guarantee 1o

provide security to the proposed
pipeline through a letter by the
Pakistani energy minister.”

Mr Aminzadeh was also
encouraged by what he felt was “a
positive attitude” by Indian nego-
tiators. There is substantial oppo-
sition to the idea in India, which
has raised fears of Pakistani fun-
damentalists disrupting supplies
questioning Pakistan’s credibility
regarding international obligations
and objecting to, what some people
feel is, India’s strategic depen-
dance on Pakistan.

Others object to opening up
avenues of dialogue with Pakistan
now, when India is on a “benign
neglect” drive.

The next stage of the discus-
sions will be in Teheran next
month when the secretary (east),

Mr K.V. Rajan, of MEA leads a
team of experts for the first joint
working group meeting.

Iran, Mr Aminzadeh said, is
sensitive to India’s concerns.
Therefore, the discussions on the
pipeline will be “bilateral” for the
first phase, and Pakistan could be
involved only in the se¢ond phase
of discussions. In Teheran in May
Mr Jaswant Singh had said that
the agreement was bilateral, not
trilateral.

The substance of the discus-
sions now centre on the security of

PIPE DREAMS

the pipeline, which is the single
biggest hurdle to an overland
pipeline between Iran and India.
The MEA spokesman on Thursday
said: “There is a complementary
deal between India and Iran on the
issue of energy security.”

Pakistan could be tied to iron-
clad international and multilateral
guarantees to ensure the safety of
the pipeline. This, Mr Aminzadeh
believes, can be in the form of a
contract between the three coun-
tries or Pakistani guarantees to
international energy companies
participating in the project in

and insurance terms.

become the responsibility of Iran

India and Pakistan bilaterally.

Ram Naik recently said: “The :
supplier (Iran) has to ensure that :
he is in a position to supply to |
India without difficulties and
Iran will let us know about the
i objections to it.”

security issues soon,” he said.

Iran is keen on the overland :
option, which makes sense viewed |
in purely dispassionate economic :
terms. Mr Aminzadeh said the :
substantial economic benefits for i
all three countries made it impos- |
the project. |
{ country.
mine the economic logic of the |
pipeline, he added. Pakistan i
stands to gain about $600-$700 in :

sible to “ignore”
Feasibility studies should deter-

transit fees.

The Economic Tim:

i ment for India.

le o be reallty soon

accordance with mtemano al law i I
India may enter
While it might seem that\ndia : y
is being obstructionist regarding :
security of the pipeline, Iran is
equally concerned since, as a sup-
plier, once the pipeline becomes !
operational, any disruption will | JRAN MAY support India’s
: observer
Mr Aminzadeh said; “we !
hope to get this sorted out in the :
next round of discussions.” The :
political and security aspects of |
the project is very important, and |
Iran, he said, was talking to both :
i Aminzadeh said: “India should

Islamic forum

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 20 JULY

i

status in  the’
Organisation, = of Islamic
Countries (OIC), the Iranian.
deputy foreign minister Mohsin’
Aminzadeh said on Thursday.

Exhibiting a significant shift”’
in Iranian foreign policy, Mr

get observer status in the OIC.””
Adding that the decisions in the .
OIC are generally made by con-
sensus, Mr Aminzadeh hoped
“other members would have no.

India has not formally asked .
for such a status, but there has
been several informal efforts to
get India into this organisation.”
Mr Aminzadeh said, India’s can-
didature was a testimony to the
large number of Muslims in this

Former foreign secretary
J.N. Dixit sa1d the shift in Iran’s
pohcy was “a positive develop- |



J

Tndian soldiers now inaintain peacein Lebanon

JERUSALEM: After showing valour in Sierra
Leone, a group of 50 Indian peacekeepers early
on Sunday took up positions along the
Lebanese-Israeli border in a
cupied by Israel.

On the Al-Labbouneh h111 c ose to ag
on the Lebanese border with Israel, the India
peacekeepers hoisted the U.N. ﬂag and set up
four tents after the Lebanese government gave
green signal for deploying more of the interna-
tional force.

The Indian soldiers, who form part of peace-
keepers of the United Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon (UNIFIL), errected road blockades to
keep a cattleherder and his flock from following
them.

“This is an historic moment for UNIFIL,

which after 22 years in the field in south
Lebanon is now finally beginning to fulfil its
original mandate,” the force’s spokesman Dal-

formerly o a,yset Bagga was quoted as saying.

A unit of about 50 other Irish peacekeepers in
five white armoured vehicles, accompanied bya
bulldozer, moved to an area on the border just
across from the Israeli town of Metulla.

As they deployed, two U.N. soldiers stopped
by for coffee at a nearby position of Hezbollah,
the guerrillas who fought the Israelis in southern
Lebanon for 22 years and have taken effective
control of the border area after the Israeli with-
drawal.

Guerrilla leaders have pledged to cooperate
with the Lebanese government and UNIFIL.

About 5,000 UNIFIL peacekeepers are sta-

THE TIMES OF IHTIL

tioned in areas further north from the border in
southern Lebanon since a 1978 Israeli invasion.
They have been waiting to move to the border
region in line with U.N. resolutions after Israeli
troops ended their occupation of a buffer zone
in southern Lebanon in May.

Lebanon has been refusing to consent to the
U.N.to deploy to the border, maintaining that Is-
rael first must end vwlatlons of Lebanese lem-
tory. -
On Saturday, a U.N. statement said president
Emile Lahoud authorised deployment of the
U.N. force to four locations along the border. On
Friday, Irish and Ghanaian peacekeepers took
over two border hills at Manara and Yaroun that
have been the site of recent Israeli violations of
Lebanese territory. (1)
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HOME MINISTER L K Advani
said that joint working groups are
being set up with other natjons par-
ticularly those facing terrorism to
wa‘ge a coordinated fight against
militancy. Briefing reporters about
his tour to Israel, France and the
United Kingdom, he announced
that an Indo-Israel working group
is likely to be set up soon,

Describing his visit to Israel as a
"step forward’, he said the two
countries are poised to step into an
era of greater technological, techni-
cal and intelligence co-operation,

Discountinf theories that his
Israel visit indicated a shift in
India's &olkxﬁtuwards the Arab
world, Mr Advani said that the
Vajpayee Government was only
pursuing the golicy of its predeces-
sors as far as Israe] was concernad,
"My visit to Israel at best can be
described ax 8 progreasive step. The
previous governments had initiated
the move to improve relations with
that countgf and we are only carry-
inz[forwar that policy."

¢ described cross-border terror-

ism as a curse to humanity because
it has caused more damage than
conventional wars,

His three-nation tour was an

eavour to build international
olnion against State-sponsored
terdQrism. The Governments of
Israel United Kingdom and France
ndia's concern on interna-
tional terrorism and have agreed
for greater coordination in the area.

Mr Advani said he was able assess
first hand Israel's border managem-
ent techniques. The Integrated bot-
der management system followed
by the Israelis has an in-built adva-
nce warning system, which enables
defence forces to ‘sarepare well in
time for the impending threat.

Mr Advani criticised Pakistan for
misconstruing Indla's genuine con-
cern for its security as an attempt to
emerge as a reglonal power. Being
victims of cross-border terrorism,
both India and Israel have agreed
for greater cooperation to face
fresh challenges in this field.

The Indian delegation felt that
the Internationel community
should take seriously any country,
which promotes, abets or supporis
cross-border terrorism,

Responding to another query
regarding purchase of modern
equipment and arms from Iarael to
fight terrorlsm, the Home Minister
said that his prime task was to work
towards forging greater under-
standing between India and Israel/,
on security related issues. )

"HE HINDUSTAN ries.

ttle against terrorism gets
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‘ /Brﬂa/t:ara&!&_trade to be focus of Israel trip

HT Correspondent ~ v{ 0
Calcutta, June 27 A,
‘ AN
WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Jyoti Basu, who is leaving on a
three-week overseas tour from
June 29, will lead an eight-member
business and industry delegation to
Israel to explore opportunities for
technological assistance and finan-
cial investments. .
Basu is being accompanied by
top government officials, including
the Industry Department Secretary
Jawhar Sircar, WBIDC Chairman
Somnath Chatterjee, CII President
(Eastern region) Sumit
Mazumdar, ICC President K K
Bangur, Honarary Consul of Israel
in Calcutta Harsh Neotia and
industrialists S K Bajoria and S K
Todi. :
Other members of his team
include Haldia Petrochem Vice-

President (Marketigg) Shankar

Banerjee, WEBEL |chief S K

Mitra, Jems and

tance in such spheres as biotech-
nology, information technology,
fdod  processing,

Jewellery  Export
Promotion Council
chief (eastern
region) Pankaj
Parikh. The Haldia
Petrochem  vice-
president was
included with the
objective of seeking
Israeli investments
in HPCL down-

stream projects,
said an official
source.,

The visit, which is
being jointly organ-
ised by the Israeli
Chamber of
Commerce and

WBIDC,
will also provide Basu with the _
opportunity to seek Israeli assis- million in 1992 to § 455 last year,

horticulture, dairy
and agto-based
industries.

Expansion of
bilateral trade
between West
Bengal and Israel
will be a major
thrust area. Trade
_has-beeén virtually
'} dom-existent though
1 Mdodsrael  trade
| bhus already touched
nearly $ 1 billion as
against. § 202 mil-
lion in 1992.

Trade and busi-
ness circles in the
State lamented that while India’s
exports rose sharply from $ 75

West Bengal’s share in it was
abysmally low. '

The State has fared poorly
despite having a competitive edge
in respect of export earnings from
leather goods and jems and jew-
ellery items. It accounts for over 20
per cent of India’s forex earnings
from these items, asserted an
industrialist.

Basu will, on the conclusion of
his visit to Israel, leave for London
on July 5. He will speak at a few
seminars and public meetings
there. Apart from attending an
important meeting of Indo-British
Partnership, he will a deliver a
keynote address at a seminar on
globalisation at the London School
of Economics. .

Basu will also be present at the
wedding of his eldest granddaugh-
ter, Payel, on July 8, which inciden-
tally is also his 87th birthday. ?

Ut HINDUSTAN TIME.
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Indo-lsrael

TBy Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) JUNE 28.
rumpus between Israel and the
United States over the sale of an
airborne radar warning and
command system (AWACS) to
China is likely to have repercus-
sions for agreements between Is-
rael and India for military
supplies. India is reportedly
among the 27 countries whose
arms purchases and contracts
the U.S. wants to be briefed
about. Specifically, the Israeli
“Oren Yarok” AWACS system the
Government of India is evaluat-
ing could be subject to the new
U.S. supervisory mechanisms.

According to a report in Haa-
retz the U.S. has demanded and
obtained Israel's agreement to
consult with officials in Washing-
ton before supplying the whole
radar system to India. The Israeli
AWACS system is, according to
sources in New Delhi, currently
being favoured over the Russian
system which was being looked
into earlier. Trials of the Israeli
phased array radar system have
reportedly been conducted. The
radar system, according to Haa-
retz, uses technology identical to
that of the Phalcon system that
Israel is under contract to supply
to China and mounted on a Rus-
sian-built 1L-76 platform.

Israel had informed the Penta-
gon about its China contract four
years ago but it has come under
scrutiny in the recent months.
The House of Representative
passed a resolution expressing its
disapproval of the contract. This
was a milder punishment than
what the head of the relevant ap-
propriations committee had ap-
parently wanted to impose. At
one point this Congressman had
threatened to cut off interest
benefits from the annual military
aid package the U.S. gives to Is-
rael. This aid cut would have
been roughly equivalent to the
value of the China AWACS deal.
But the pressure continues and
the Israeli Government is said to
be contemplating only two op-
tions: either cancel the contract
or supply just the one unit and
no more though the contract
does envisage further purchases.

The Israeli Prime Minister, Mr.
Ehud Barak, is reportedly biding
time hoping that a change in cir-
cumstances will make the U.S.
look more favourably on the Chi-
na contract. He can either wait
till the U.S. presidential elections
are over and staunch opponents
of the China deal, the Defence
Secretary, Mr. William Cohen,
for instance, leave office. Mr. Ba-

w0

rad

rak can also hope that a possible
breakthrough in the negotiations
with the Palestinians will leave
the U.S. administration so happy
that they will overlook this con-

troversy. In either case the resur- |
rection of the China contract

might have nothing to do with
the supervisory mechanism for

the India-related deals that Israel |

has also agreed to.

As it is the U.S. administration
supervises arms supplies from
Israel to India to ensure that
such supplies do not entail trans-
fer of technologies of U.S. origin
or those jointly developed by
them and Israel. The additional
supervisory mechanism will now

cover the sale of technologies in-
digenously developed by Israel -

as well. This represents a climb-
down in the Israeli position.
Their earlier stand was that they
would not transfer any technol-
ogy which the U.S. had a hand in
developing but at the same time
had insisted on the right to trans-
fer indigenously developed tech-
nology without external
intervention. However, the cur-
rent climb-down might not be
the end of the matter.

Israel believes that the United
States’ declared justification for
its opposition to the China con-
tract is an eye- wash. The U.S.
argument is that the supply to
China could jeopardise its ally
Taiwan, and even possibly U.S.
troops and fleets. The Israelis ap-
parently believe that the real rea-
sons are not strategic but
commercial. U.S. defence con-
tractors are prevented from sell-
ing arms to most of the 27
countries on the “problem state”
list. These countries are also
among the most avid purchasers
of arms in the world. Israeli arms
though expensive are competi-
tive compared to U.S. weaponry
and technologically near equal.
The real point, the Israelis feel, is
about protecting market share
than anything else.

Besides depicting the U.S.
pressure as stemming from com-
mercial rather than strategic
considerations the Israelis can
also appeal to their supporters in
the U.S. through another argu-
ment. The supplies of arms to In-
dia or China provide the funds
without which indigenous weap-
ons production in Israel would
be impossible. This argument,
that Israel needs to develop its
own cutting edge in weapons
technology despite the U.S. aid
package, is one that has had res-
onance amongst Israel’s Ameri-
can supporters over the years.



swant’s Israel visit

is aimed at givingG*
ties a major boost )\

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The Vajpayee gov-
ernment’s love
affair with Israel
4 is growing, and
| how! Within a
f| space of ten days,
two of the most
powerful minis-
ters in the cabinet
are visiting Israel.

External af-
JaswantSingh fairs  minister
Jaswant Singh’s trip, the first by an
Indian foreign minister, is being
billed as an important milestone sig-
nifying a change in the political
equation between the two countries.
Mr Singh was scheduled to be in Is-
rael in January, but the trip was post-
poned because U.S. President Bill
Clinton had asked both Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak and
former Syrian president Hafez As-
sad to come to Washington in a bid
to resolve their differences.

Home minister L.K. Advani, who
was in Israel a week back, claimed
that there was a “forward move-
ment” in the ties between the two
countries. Mr Singh will begin his
visit to the region on Friday. He will
first call on Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat in the Gaza Strip. Mr Singh
will spend the night there and visit
the Nehru library and the Gandhi
Centre, two projects in Gaza funded
by India. Also in the itinerary are
visits to the Dome of the Rock, the
I third holiest shrine in Islam, and a
" hospice in East Jerusalem, run by a
Indian family from Saharanpur.

Although Mr Singh will be in Is-
rael on Saturday, no official talks
are on cards as Sabbath is strictly

observed. Mr Singh is scheduled to

meet all the top leaders in Israel, in-.

cluding the president, prime minis-
ter, former PM Shimon Peres and
Atriel Sharon and foreign minister
David Levy. 13 7\ W
Indian officiald say the visit will
give a fillip to the existing friendly
ties between the two countries. “We
value our relations with Israel and
we want it to expand in all spheres,”
an Indian official said. To a ques-
tion on whether the Arab future
would be perturbed by the growing
closeness between India and Israel,
the official said, “India’s relations
with Israel is independent of its ties
with other countries in the region.”
Considering Israel’s excellent

“equations with Jordan, Egypt,

Turkey and a number of other Is-
lamic countries, the old fears of dis-
pleasing Muslim countries are no
longer valid. The foreign minister’s
talks with his Israeli counterpart
will be a political dialogue, with

each side giving its views on the de-.

velopments in their region — Israel
on the West Asia peace process and
India on the situation in the region
and the uneasy relations with Pak-
istan. According to officials, there
will be no discussion on the nuclear
issue with Israel.

Though officials insist that India
can be friends with Israel as well as
with other Muslim countries, New
Delhi has taken care to do a fine
balancing act. An official pointed
out that even as Mr Singh is visiting
Israel, his junior Ajit Panja will be
travelling to Kuwait and Muscat
soon. Omar Abdullah, minister of
state for commerce and industry,
was in Algiers recently.

—— T
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FROM CHANDAN NANDY

On board the home minister’s
aircraft, May 31: At the receiv-
ing end of Islamic fundamentalist
terrorism, India and Israel have
decided to exchange extensive
notes on strengthening internal
security.

During his visit to Israel next
month, home minister L.K. Ad-
vani and the officials accompany-
ing him will hold talks on cooper-
ating with the West Asian coun-
try’s internal intelligence agency,
Shin Bet, and its external secret
service, the Institute of Special
Operations and Intelligence —
popularly called Mossad.

Later, when he goes to London,
the home minister will hold simi-
lar discussions with British home
secretary Jack Straw on receiving
assistance from the country’s se-
curity services — MI-5 and MI1-6
and” Metropolitan Police and
Scotland Yard. Advani will also
visit France during his 11-day for-

_eign tour.

Advani will be the first Indian

home minister to visit Israel. He
will spend five days in the West
Asian country, which, in his
words, has “developed expertise
in the field of counter-terrorism
and counter-intelligence”.

The minister will be accompa-
nied to all three countries by
home secretary Kamal Pande, In-
telligence Bureau director Shya-
mal Dutta and CBI chief R.K.
Raghavan.

The home minister was
speaking to reporters on his spe-
cial aircraft while returning from
Goa, where he inaugurated the
Padre Conceicao College of Engi-
neering ‘at’ Aghel ‘Ashram in
Verna village.

Though India will take tips on
“some of the finer aspects of intel-
ligence gathering from the Is-
raelis”, the thrust of his visit
would be on seeking cooperation
from the Ehud Barak government

trip for tips
on terror fight

on fighting Islamic terrorism in
the sub-continent. In return, India
will share information with Tel
Aviv on Islamic terrorists and or-
ganisations.

“It may be a small country en-
circled by Islamic terrorism and it
has and continues to fight the
menace throughout the world,”
Advani said.

The formal signing of treaties |

of mutual assistance will take
place later, during foreign minis-
ter Jaswant Singh’s proposed visit
in June or early July.

Advani, who has years of asso-
ciation with Jewish communities

throughout the world, had been to -

Israel in 1994 when he was leader
of Opposition. At that time he
had rekindled friendship with
two classmates who studied with
him in St Patrick’s School,

‘Karachi, in undivided India.

“Time permitting, I may look
them up,” he said.

At Lyons in France, the home
minister will meet senior Interpol
officers and impress upon them
that Delhi could do with tips from
the organisation on international
crimes and criminal syndicates.
He will also thrash out details on
how Interpol could expedite the
process of executing red corner
notices. With the government pro-
posing to categorise certain cri-
mes as “federal”, Advani will
expect to pick up tips from Inter-
pol on how such crimes could be
tackled.

The last leg of the home minis-
ter’s visit will be London where he
will arrive by the Eurostar from
Paris. Apart from his discussions
with Straw, Advani will meet the
chief of the Special Airborne Ser-
vices (SAS), the elite anti-terrorist
force engaged in Northern Ire-
land. India has its own National
Security Guard (NSG), but Ad-
vani is a proponent of a spe-
cialised anti-terrorist force which
can function exclusively in areas
like Jammu and Kashmir.,

THE TELEGRAPH
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_Advani’s crucial shopping in

By Vinay Kumar “9 ” \$

NEW DELHI, JUNE. 11 Mr. L. K. Advani leaves here
on Tuesday on a three-nation tour, his first
after taking over as the Union Home Minister.
The 12- day trip will take him to Israel, France
and Britain.

The latest techniques of border manage-
ment, sophisticated gadgets for electronic sur-
veillance, working of intelligence agencies will
be the focus of Mr. Advani's visit to Israel,
being dubbed by officials here the most cru-
cial.

Procurement of surveillance equipment,
small arms and protective gear for security
personnel involved in counter- terrorist oper-
ations is likely to top his agenda during his
four- day sojourn there.

Apart from the Union Home Secretary, Mr.
Kamal Pande, the Minister’s team consists of
top police and intelligence officials. The Di-
rector-General of the Border Security Force
(BSF), Mr. E.N. Rammohan, the CBI Director,
Mr. RK. Raghavan, the Intelligence Bureau
Director, Mr. Shyamal Dutta, and the Joint
Secretary (Security) in the Home Ministry, Mr.
Vinay Kumar, will be the other members.

The delegation is expected to interact with
Israeli intelligence agencies, Mossad and Sha-
bak, and learn from their experience in deal-
ing with the counter-terrarism measures.

Israel’s experience in manning its turbulent
border with Lebanon, likely to be thoroughly
studied by the team, could come in handy in
patrolling India’s infiltration-prone border in

Jammu and ashmlr with l?l:mtan s 'well as
i astern, region which has a long
t with Bangladesh.

The Israeli ¢xpertise could also be put to use
in internal sécurity, personal protection and
acquisition of gadgets to step up surveillance
and making anti-terrorism warfare more ef-
fective, sources said.

During a recent meeting on left-wing extre-
mism, the Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister, Mr.
N. Chandrababu Naidu, floated the idea of de-
ployment of the unmanned aerial vehicle
{UAV) in naxalite-infested districts for surveil-
lance. The UAVs, in the use of which the Israel
Aircraft Industries Limited, claims a 25- year
expertise, would also help in detection of infil-
trators along the J&K border.

Of particular interest to the Indian delega-
tion will be Israeli experience in the southern
Lebanon ‘security zone’ from where it with-
drew its troops after nearly 18 years. With the
pullout, the task of sealing the border and
mounting a near- foolproof surveillance
against attacks by Lebanese militia will be per-
formed by high-tech gadgets and defence sys-
tems including new lasers, eagle-eyed snipers,
rockets, giant shields and observation blimps.

The design and manufacture of the UAV
systems is entrusted to the MALAT division of
the Israel Aircraft Industries Limited. Talks
will also be held with the Integrated Security
Systems Group which specialises in making
fighting gear for security personnel. The Indi-
an team will have discussions on Israeli ex-
pertise in low-intensity conflict, urban warfare

Israel

and hostage release, areas in which National
Security Guard (NSG) commandos in India
have also put their skills to good use.

Mossad and Shabak experts are likely to ap-
prise the Indian team of their expertise in
agents recruitment, operation, tailing, eaves-
dropping and information processing. The
Home Ministry has recently set up a Central
Intelligence Processing Unit (CIPU), headed
by a director-level officer, to process the in-
telligence inputs being sourced from various
agencies as well as keep itself abreast of the
latest on the intelligence information front
globally, particularly in the cyber-age.

In Lyon, France, Mr. Advani will visit the
headquarters of Interpol, which is represented
in India by the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion. The international police organisation
plays an important role in putting out alert
and Jookout notices for fugitives and interna-
tional criminals. The organisation also has a
massive data bank on international drug syn-
dicates, terrorists and their sympathisers.

In Britain, Mr. Advani and his team will see
the functioning of Scotland Yard and also ac-
quaint themselves with the working of intelli-
gence agencies. British cooperation with India
in extradition of wanted criminals and a re-
cent ruling by a British court, which overturn-
ed Pakistani description of a Kashmiri terrorist
as a “freedom fighter”, have been of greater
interest to the Minister. Bilateral cooperation
in extradition and criminal matters is likely to
deepen after the delegation’s visit to Britain.
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ak, Iran sign

oil pipe deal for
supplyyto India

BY MRIDULA KRISHNA

Dubai, June 11: Pakistan and Iran
have signed a long-awaited deal on
a pipeline that will pass through
Pakistani territory, carrying Iran-
ian gas to India, Pakistan’s Chief
Executive Pervez Musharraf has
been quoted as saying.

A report by the I[ranian news
agency Ima cited Gen. Musharraf
as saying the deal had been signed
recently. Gen. Musharraf was in
Teheran on a two-day visit to
attend the summit meeting of the
10-member Economic Coopera-
tion Organisation.

Earlier, reports had speculated
that Iran and Pakistan are likely to
reach an agreement on the pro-
posed 1,500-km-long Iran-India
gas pipeline project during Gen.
Musharraf’s visit to Iran. Pakistan
would receive $600-700 million
annually for providing transit ser-
vice for the pipeline.

Iran had reportedly offered to
increase the transit fee if a clear-
cut guarantee was offered by the
Pakistani government for the safe-
ty and security of the gas pipeline.

The massive pipeline project was
conceived in the early 1990s when -
Iran found large quantities of oil
and gas and Teheran decided on
exporting to Pakistan and India.

But the project has been hanging

fire due to secumy concerns
expressed by Pakistan to allow its
territory for supply of natural gas
to India.

It is believed here that the con-
struction of this pipeline will allow
Pakistan to get most of the Iranian
gas to meet its own needs and
leave the remaining part for India.

In Tehran, Musharraf told the
ECO summit that Islamabad wants
to see strong cooperation among
ECO member countries in the
energy sector.

He called for the establishment
of an ECO Development and Rein-
surance Bank. Such a measure
would help commercial develop-
ment of member-countries, he
added.

Gen. Musharraf also thanked
host Iran for its efforts to restore
peace in Afghanistan.

“My government supports mea-

_sures aimed at preventing foreign

interference in Afghanistan,” he
added.

“Our collective views are based
on development of the region,
therefore, we should make use of
time and face the challenges we
are confronting,” said Gen.
Musharraf.

The Pakistani -Chief Executive
met Iranian President Mohammad
Khatami on Friday.

(India Abroad News Serivce)
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~Search for Advani’s Solomon

no-! fo FROM K.P. NAYAR

| Washington, Junell 1: Beneath the intens: i
S ton, : t e national security talks
Kh.lch w1ll max:k L.K. Advani’s four-day visit to Israel this?;eek the
ome minister’s first overseas trip after taking office will oﬁ‘erz:l
E?r& Leﬁent 1t](l> secularisrp in sharp contrast to the public image
of the : popularly associated with the hardline school of thought
In preparation for Advani’s visit, the I i urin
s sraelis ar i

length and breagith of their country for a Jewish itzzlci(;rantgt(t)h ©

!srael from l?aklstan who studied with the home minister in school

in Ige-Partltlon Karachi. 0

ubin Solomon was Advani’s classmate and hi i
y ! his bes i
dirKare?:(t:i}:)l nss Stf I;;llltnck’s Convent, but fate took them in ditfff‘l;:;gm
o N
direct Parﬁtion‘.é globe after the traumatic events of the sub-conti-
Advanti left Karachi for India with his i i
! A family while Solo

and llus pa.l_‘ents emigrated to Israel, obviously unable to livglill)lnthe
new Islamic state. The two boys lost contact and all that the home

minister now knows about his one-tim migra
ed to Israel some time after Partition. o classmate i‘s thathe ¢

Zani during the. lIatter’s trip to Israel as a special gift to their hon-
tOuredethguest. If it pakes place: the reunion of a Hindu and a Jew who
¢ gether studied in t'he Muslim city of Karachi will be a rare tribute
(1] tge fe?élar traditions of the sub-continent.
ut officials in Jerusalem said that so far ihe
; y have been
}o trace Solomon despite the fact that personal details are exltl;;?sli)ire
y rgcfgrd:ld; and documented in Israel. ¢
cials said that if they are unable to find Solo!
mon, the
gglcz be t\;(t) ;‘galsiops. nga,dl;e adopted a totally new Hebrew gﬁZMd
rdin eligious traditions after moving to I 1 i
longer known in official records as S o o e :
I olomon. T'wo, he could h
migrated elsewhere from Israel: many I li ri ot
TS ot :many Israe s,.for instance, go to
ARy y in old age, to be with their children who may have
During Advani’s last visit to Israel i BJP
4 in 1995 — wh
ﬁ)rr;eglﬁfslzt -l;s he totld one of the officials escorting hh?lnal;)%;vtaiis
-~ classmate from Karachi. The Israelis made a hurri
. urri -
tempt to locate Solomon then, but time was short and the etfz(if:vas
unsuccessful. That effort resulted in locating another immigrant

*

from Karachi, who also studied with Advani in St Patrick’s Convent.

The Israelis want to arrange a reunion betv

Advani \ |
> FROM PAGE1 , Gy’ \o‘

However, there was no time fo!
the two old boys to meet and Ad-
vani talked to this friend on the
phone while he was in Israel.

Yehoaida Haim, now ambas-
sador to India, was then deputy
head of Israel’s Centre for Politi-
cal Research when plans were bei-
ng made for Advani’s trip. Haim
remembered the home minister’s
desire that time to meet Solomon.
And he set Israeli officials to work
on locating the long-lost friend.

It is not only the human touch,
not popularly associated with the
stern image of Advani, which
makes his visit to Israel unusual.
The Israelis are delighted that the
first overseas visit being made by
the strongman and pre-eminent
strategist in the BJP-led govern-
ment, is to their country.

What is more unusual is that
in 1995 also, the trip to Israel was
Advani’s first foreign visit in four
years, “We are glad that after four
years of not going overseas, Ad-
vani travelled to Israel before any
other place. He is doing it again
after three continuous years of
stay in India,” said an official in
Jerusalem.

In Tel Aviv, the Israelis are ar-
ranging an itinerary for Advani
similar to that of a head of state or
government. He will meet Israel’s
President. A meeting with the
Prime Minister, who is also de-
fence minister, although not fixed '
yet, will take place during the
Visit. Advani will have a string of ;
other key meetings. x

Part of the reason why the Is-
raelis are investing so much in
Advani’s trip is the goodwill that
his visit generated in 1995. After
the formation of the National De-
mocratic Alliance (NDA) govern-
ment, this goodwill translated
into security and defence coopera-
tion between India and Israel.

The result of such cooperation

i was particularly evident during

the Kargil conflict. The Israelis
hope to build on it next week and
later during external affairs min-
igter Jaswant Singh’s trip to Tel
Avivin July. o

Notwithstanding the friend:

- ship and cooperation between the

two countries, the difficulties of
access and problems posed by ge
ography in dealing with Israelare |
underlined by the home minis-
ter’s itinerary.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 b
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Harsh Dobhal
TEL AVIV 14 JUNE

FACED WITH the challeng-

ing task of countering ter-

rorism, home minister
L.K. Advani on Wednesday met
Israeli President Ezer Weizman
and discussed with senior police
personnel the various tech-
niques employed by them to
tackle a similar menace in their
country.

During his meeting with Mr
Weizman, who visited India a
few years back and had earlier
spent a number of years in
Bangalore as an Air Force pilot,
the two leaders discussed a
number of issues of bilateral
importance.

Mr Advani later said Mr
Weizman was among those
Israeli leaders who had played a
key role in improving Indo-
Israel relations.

‘The home minister said
India had been facing various
problems of internal security

" and terrorism for the last 15

MEETING OF MINDS: Home minister L.K. Advani with Israeli president

Ezer Weizman in Jerusalem on Wednesday

years and “in this context, dur-
ing my meeting with Israeli
police chief Yehuda Wilk and
other officials, we discussed a
number of counter-terrorism
techniques, particularly bomb
detection devices in which

AP

Israel has gained remarkable
expertise.”

Mr Advani, who is on his
maiden foreign trip after assuming
office, is the first senior Indian
minister to visit Israel since the
establishment of diplomatic ties

@ﬂvani seeks Israel help on terroris

4
between the tw@f cbuntries in 1992
and a great political significance is
being attached o his trip here.

Mr Advani, who arrived here
late on Tuesday night on the first
leg of his three-nation tour that
would also take him to France and
the United Kingdom, paid a visit to
Yad Vashem, the holocaust memo-
rial to commemorate the six mil-
lion Jewish victims of the Nazi
regime. \ xe

“When human be come
bereft of humanity, they\ become
more beastly than beasts,” he
wrote in the visitors book after lay-
ing a wreath and paying solemn
tributes to millions of Jews who
perished at the hands of Nazi
Germany during World War IL.

Mr Advani was particularly
moved after visiting the portion of
the memorial which recreates
images of horror of one and half
million Jewish children.

Mr Advani is scheduled to
meet Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak and former premier
Shimon Peres, — PTI

The Economic Times
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fCorue...

Advani meets IsraeliPresiden

TEL AVIV, JUNE 14. Faced with the challenging task of

countering terrorism, the Home Minister, Mr. L. K.

Advani, today met the Israeli President, Mr. Ezer

Weizman, and discussed with the top Israeli police

brass, various techniques employed by them to gu

terrorism. - %z g
During his meeting with

r. Weizman,

number of years in Bangalore as an Air Force
he discussed issues of bilateral importance. He
said Mr. Weizman was among those leaders whohad

played a key role in improving Indo-Israel relatipns.
' The Home Minister said India had been fating
: various problems of internal security and terrorism
for the last 15 years and "in this context during my
meeting with Israeli police chief, Mr. Yehuda Wilk,
and other officials, we discussed a number of coun-
ter-terrorism techniques, particularly bomb- detec-
tion devices, in which Israel has gained remarkable
expertise.”’

Mr. Advani, who is on his maiden foreign tour
after assuming office, is the first senior Indian Minis-

ter to visit Israel since the establishment of diplo-
matic ties between the two countries in 1992. Great
political significance is being attached to his trip
here.

Mr. Advani will also meet the Prime Minister, Mr.
Ehud Barak, former Premier, Mr. Shimon Peres, the
Interior Minister, Mr. Natan Sharansky and top po-
lice and security officials, during the course of his
five-day tour.

The Home Minister will also pay a visit to Pal-
estinian areas and hold discussions with the Pal-
estinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, His Israel visit will
be followed by a trip to the United Kingdom and
France to study security systems there.

Mr. L. K. Advani today met the top brass of Israeli
Intelligence Agency, Mossad and the Internal Securi-
ty Agency, Shinbet and discussed issues relating to
counter-terrorism, border management and Intelli-
gence-gathering systems.

Advani was accompanied by a high-level team of
his Ministry.— PTI /




ion ministérs taking advantage of the

r Tecess in Parliament to attend to

. busmwabmadltlsapltytherehasbeennoproper

- official briefing about the objectives of the Home
anstex’smptolsmel(andlatertoﬁanceandthe
Umtedegdom)whxchappeartobe -as weighty as

 they are mysterious. Unlike ministezial visits which

. fall into the goodwill, exchange-of-views category
(FmanoeMnnsterY&shwantSmha s, Defence Min-
ister George Fernandes’ and Law Minister Ram

_Jethmalanis, for example), there seems to be defi-

' nite purpose and gravitas in Advani’s. On his first trip
. abroad since he became a Union minister, Advani
_ hasnakenalongadeleganonthatreadslikeawhos

who of this country’s infernal security apparatus: the

- home secretary, Intelligence Bureau chief, director-

general of the Border Sécurity Force, chief of the
Central Bureau of Investigation and other senior of-
ficials. Such an assemblage has rarely been seen obit-
side the crisis rooms of the Union Hoine Ministry. .
Speculation is rife about the purpose of this ex-
traordmarilyheavywexghtteamForme,ltlshlghly
unlikely the top.brass woild go on a mere ex-

" ploratory trip. A shopping expedition after prior re- -
. search sounds more probable. In Israel the team is. -

smdtobemﬁer&stedmsoﬁwareandhmﬂware,andm
: belookmgattbetedxmqu&sandteclnmloyusedby
Mossad and Shinbet, organisations responsible for

" external and infernal ifitelligence operations, re-
spectively. Paruaﬂaremphasnsxsbemgplaoed,ap-
parently, on the following: bombdetecuondevw

There S no better place to Ieam ant| terronst tactlcs -
KRISHNA ADVANT is one of several

.

and methods, trainjng ‘and eqm;ment for com-ﬁ

'mando units in counter-iiisimgency (CT) operations

andthelat%tarrayofhstenmgdewom Itisbelieved

the delegation iskeen to Jook at ways of improving
themterfaoebetweenreg\ﬂarpohoe and special CI
units, In the absence of official confirmation, one
gu&aboutthedelegaMnsagendalsasgoodaSan-

. other. Butone thing is lear: the Uniori government is
giving internal. secunty topmost priority and so it
should. Open societies like India’s afe vul

“nerable to violence unleashed by well-trained and
“well-equipped terrorist groups. The message that In-
- diawill not tolerate an escalation of violence should
“be heard in-every training camp and safé-house for
. terforists aﬁﬂ mihtants all along the arc from /

toMyanmar. - :

" rael is a logical choice for anyohe wishing to
leammoreabouthmvtooombatﬁerrorlstvxolenoe
Not only does it have valuable experience to share,
-its private and public sector produce sophisticated
electronits ahd otlier high-tech Closer coop-
eration between India and Israel in internal security
matters woultl be an extension of the now well de-
velopedmlatmnslup inthe area of defence supplies.
‘Acertamamountofsecrecy&moundmgﬂme mat-
ters and defence and internal security preparedness
 generallyis understandable.Nonetheless, there isno
harm in informing the people about what is going

: on.Apartfromthepnncnpleoflt,ltlsnemaryaf-
" ‘ter Tecent setbacks to. rebuild public confidence
abopttlﬁ capabilities of the mtelhgence d other.
mtemalseumtyagenqes.
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s with India are }
stronger than G, -\\
friendship: Arafat

GAZA CITY: Notwithstanding
the ever-growing Indo-Israeli
ties, Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat has said that relations
with India were much sfronger
than friendship.

“It is not frien&&j

Saturday night after his mee§
with Union home minister L.
Advani, who concluded the
leg of his visit to the region on
Sunday. During the meet, both
leaders discussed bilateral issues
and the ongoing peace process
in West Asia.

Earlier, Mr Arafat specially

--advanced his return to Palestine
from the US. by two days to
meet Mr Advani,

Praising Mr Arafat for mak\
ing the meet possible, Mr)\
Advani said decades-old friend-
ship between India and
Palestine would continue and

. hoped that the Palestinian
leader would succeed in his
. struggle for peace.
. - Mr Advani had earlier held
meetings with the President,
. Prime Minister and top brass of
.+ security agencies of Israel on its
. security systems, and it is under-
..stood that Mr Advani’s visit
would pave the way for further
cooperation in new areas.

Israel Prime Minister Ehud
Barak during the meeting had
shared India’s concern over

. cross-border terrorism a
offered all cooperation to tagkle

the menace. (°m)

THE TIMES OF INDiA
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UNLIKE MANY \OTHER ministerial visits
abroad, the Home Mjnister, Mr. L. K. Advani’s
‘mission to Israel was clearly focussed. The very
composition of his delegation gave a clear
message. Heads of the intelligence and investi-
gative agencies and the Home Secretary were
part of the team that toured Israel to assess
what Tel Aviv had to offer to India in its contin-
uing fight against terrorism and insurgency.
Though the Foreign Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, is also going to Tel Aviv shortly, the Ad-
vani visit was basically intended to enlist Is-
rael’'s cooperation in reformulating India’s
counter-terrorism and counter-insurgency op-
erations. His meetings with the President, the
Prime Minister and the Deputy Defence Minis-
ter, plus his visits to the border and the Israel
Aircraft Industry, were related to this central
issue — how to deal more effectively with cross-
border terrorism and the spate of insurgent
movements in the northeast as well as central
regions. Obviously, Israel has a lot to offer and
has acquired considerable expertise and experi-
ence in dealing with similar problems, with
quite some success. lts very survival, despite
frequent violence and explosions, depends on
its ability to counter terrorist threats.

India will need to acquire the latest in tech-
nology and equipment to deal with the threats
to security in Kashmir, to counter the insurgen-
cy in the northeastern States and meet the chal-
lenge posed by naxalites in Andhra Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa and Bi-
har. The problems and the motives of the ter-
rorists and insurgents may be different, but
they seem to be adopting similar, violent means
to achieve their ends. In very specific terms, the
security agencies and the police in the affected
States need better equipment and training to
detect bombs or explosives and to track down

ot

¥ SEEKING ISRAEL’S HELP

the hideouts of the militants. Israel may be able
to help on both the fronts, since it has been
constantly exposed to these problems. Check-
ing infiltration along the borders and move-
ment of militants within the country, easier
detection of hidden bombs or explosives, de-
fusing bombs and devices and combing oper-
ations are some areas in which India can
certainly benefit from Israel’s expertise. The
Chief Ministers of the naxal-infested States
have been asking the Centre to acquire low-
flying, reconnaissance aircraft that can help the
security agencies undertake hot pursuits in jun-
gle terrain. Though no deals have been clinched
during this visit, Israel has promised all possible
cooperation.

Agencies such as the Intelligence Bureau
and the Central Bureau of Investigation must
follow up on this visit to evolve a concrete ac-
tion plan for cooperation on the security front.
The States which need special training in coun-
ter-insurgency operations can now be sounded
on finalising a programme. 1t is perhaps to off-
set criticism from some quarters that the Home
Minister also met the Palestinian leader, Mr.
Yasser Arafat. Renewing diplomatic ties with Is-
rael in 1992 was a well-thought-out strategy and
when the Arab world was itself trying to make
peace with Israel, it made no sense for coun-
tries like India to remain cut off from Tel Aviv.
In the post-Cold War era, the focus clearly shift-
ed to economic caoperation and building a new
world order. India and Israel can work together
in countering the pressures from the nuclear
powers and seeing this period of transition
through, besides enhancing cooperation for
peace and security. International terrorism, In-
terpol and Scotland Yard will receive top billing
during Mr. Advani’s visit to France and Britain.




world on Advani’s

Y
s L
1,9\ By K. K. Katyal

NEW DELWI, JUNE 22. With notable
promptriess, India today sought
to dispel the concern felt in the
Arab countries because of the re-
ports of the Home Minister, Mr. L
K Advani’s statements during his
Israel visit.

It emphasised that efforts to
strengthen cooperation with Is-
rael would not affect its tradition-
ally friendly relations with the
Arab world.

A statement issued by the Indi-
an High Commission in the U.K.
(Mr. Advani was in London today)
reiterated the ‘‘categorical de-
nial” by the Indian embassy in Tel
Aviv that cooperation in the nu-
clear field figured in his discus-
sions in Israel.

It, thus, set the record straight
on his talks with the Israeli lead-
ers in order to remove misunder-
standings and to ensure that
specific meanings were not read
in his generalised remarks, as
quoted by a news agency.

The High Commission's state-
ment is as follows: “The Home

| Minister’s attention has been

' drawn to an item which appeared

statements

in The Hindu this morning which
refers to some concern having
been expressed in the Arab world
about some statements made by

India assures Arab -

him during his recent visit to Is- [

rael.

“India’s traditional approach to -

diplomacy has been predicated
on seeking closer bilateral rela-
tions with friendly countries with-
out these being allowed in any
way to impact on India’s relations
with other friendly countries.

India’s bilateral relations with
Israel, which are being strength-
ened on a continuing basis since
the establishment of full diplo-
matic relations in January 1992,
will encompass across the board
cooperation in areas of mutual in-
terest to both countries.

This process will not effect In-
dia’s traditionally friendly rela-
tions with countries in the Arab
world, or elsewhere.

“Insofar as the specific issue of
cooperation in the nuclear field is
concerned, the Embassy of India
in Tel Aviv had issued a categor-
ical denial o this issue having
been discussed. This is now reit-
erated.”

THE HINDU
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Ceassade

\Soft state, hard linew\ .

THBRE WAS really no need for India to be in such a hurry to
'| deny newspaper reports in the Arab 'world about L.K. Advani
having discussed nuclear cooperatio:n with Israel during his
recent visit to that country. It is withiin the sovereign compe-
tence of any government to discuss alil subjects of mutual inter-
est with any friendly state, and the nuiclear question cannot be
an exception. It is another matter theat this issue lies quite out-
side the domain of concerns of an Inclian Home Minister. This
became clear enough from the nature of the delegation which
accompanied Mr Advani. It comprisi:d nothing more ‘sinister’
than chiefs of internal security-relateci official agencies.

By his own admission, Mr Advani vi.sited Israel in the hope of
learning a trick or two about border management and dealing
with religio-political terrorism aidecl and abetted by foreign
sources. Tel Aviv has a formidable rehutation in this area, but it
is doubtful if it can teach India anything at all in this sphere.
The simpie reason is that no two sifuations are alike when it
comes to a threat of this kind. The histories are different. The
social and political complexities wiithin which governments
operate are rarely the same. And the specific international con-
text in which anti-terrorist actions of’ governments are located
are also not always identical.

In Israel’s case, the preservation of the Jewish state was cen-
tral to Western strategies for the Midldle East, in particular that
of the US whose unstinted support was enjoyed by Tel Aviv.
Very often, the enemies of Israel were also the enemies of
America. This left the former free t<» employ the hardest mili-
tary options against those who made: trouble for it. Hot pursuit
into territories of neighbours was n¢» problem at all. It is plain
enough that none of this is of relewvance to the situation that
confronts India.

India too by now has considerable experience of handling ter-
rorists, insurgents and religious fundamentalists who threaten
the democratic order. If there are failures in Kashmir, New
Delhi needs to ask and answer its o'wn questions. For instance,
how are terrorists able to cross over and bring with them highly
sophisticated military equipment? Aure the political and admin-
istrative leadership free from blame:? Countries like Israel can
help with intelligence-sharing and assessment since terrorism
cannot survive without international linkages. But, more funda-
mentally, we will have to consider whe:ther we are constrained by a
weakening moral fibre and insufficient operational and political
imagination in fighting terrorism rather than by the lack of hard- |
ware which Mr Advani might want to: acquire from Israel.

24 JuN 20




 — -

m Z<H — *S[BI01}J0 pue
udtussaursng jo uonedaep Iaq
“wuI-()g & Surpes] ‘ysSwg I
SB 9WI} TUES 9] 18 [9BIS Ul 8]
oS8 [[IM ‘nseg BOAL I “ra)st
-UuTu JOIY0 Je8uag 1S9\ oY,
‘Jejely Jassex
I 4ueplseld uerunss[ed 9yl
yum Funeswt B Joj dLng vzes
9y} 0} JSIA B YUMm ]I 30uB[eq
s 9y ySnoyp ‘Qg eun( woaf
[@eIs] 0} }sIA Aep-ano} e Aed
0} Pa[npayds si ysug juBmse[
19)STUTWL SJATBjje [eulaIxy
, ‘(Juamer(Ieg)
jassau)y oyl  Buisseappe
.Jo Inouoy 8yl Pey °9ys aleym
‘AAY [9] pausiA peY (NdI)
uoTu() AJBIUIIBI[IRJ-I91U] Y}
Jo 1uapisead pue (Juawrerjared
jo esnoy 1eddp)) vyqes eiley
ayy jo uosiadareyd ‘eymideyy
vwleN S ‘USIA S, 1UBAPY
I eJdojag °o9)e] Jo [owIS]

pue ®Ipuj ﬁow%ﬁm?oo
reonifod 18A3[-y3ry jo uonED
-1JISTUS}UI UR Uedq SBy aJay ],
ueisied 4q
AfpeSarre ‘xturyse)] pue nwiuref
Ul JI U0 PIdIoj OI[Juod Ars
-u3ul MO a1} Suipoe) ul padej
11 woeyqoxd oYy parerdeadde
Yorym ‘selajunod qgeay 9yl
Suowe suorsusyaiddesimt oy}
edsrp 01 Suryidiass op pnoys

BIpU] PIBS  SIBAISSQQ)
“ITUIysey]
pue nwwel ul wajqoad

Y} YIIM (€SP 0} WSy} U0 melp
01 pur anbrutyos) Juswafeuew
Japac | yoeas] Apms 03 sem
JSIA S, APV JO SN0} ay],

.., B[OST [eUONRUINUL
s31 Jo 1mo 183 01 ®IpUu] SuUIsSn
AJuo sem [eeas] pres oY .. dIys
-uoye[al 18y} UIBIUIRW 0} U3y
ate am,, pue SUOLIR[aa [BIL101STY

QABY SALIIUNOD mw, , m&ﬁﬁﬁm

3
[N

24 un 20

The Economic T

—

BIPUJ PIres A0AUS (BIY 9UJ
‘Pres pey
ueApy JIN ‘AILIN0es s Brpuj
uoyiduamys sn diey {fim (1Sia
oy} Sulnp) poojsiepun pue
U93S  QABY
am  IBUM,,
'sa9p1oq SII
8uore pooej
[oBIS] 1EYM
0} JefIuIls ST
‘weisnyeq 4q
parosuods
A1pe8arle
‘wm s 1
-101I19) Jop
-10Q-$5010
Jo wIoj 9
T ITmysey
‘T8 NUIWe[
L. paoe
1 waqoad
mﬁ ‘uorurdo

:ﬁﬁoﬁm -

MmaN ul ‘yeyy  uorsseaduy
a1 palesd pely IueApy I Aq
SYJeWaI I9Y}0 SWOS 18Y] [89] 0]
pateadde sdoaus qBIY Y],
‘uonysanb

1snp dn Supjory TueApy

€9 TRWIAI S, JUBAPY UO SUOTIBIIJLIB[D Y99S 0] S40

® 01 asuodsax ur pres aAey
01 periodar sem ay  ‘(1eafonu)
suo sIy} Suipnjour ‘spiayy
{1e ur j8easy Ym uonsiado
-00 Sulsealoul Jnoae} A[urei
180 [[IM T,, "AIAY o], pUe IY[a(
M3N Uudamiaq uonersdo-0d
Jeaponu Jurinoae} ‘sistyeuanof
01 syiewal parrodal s TUBAPY
J]N 01 Bulirejax sem o
“pres a1 ‘uo1dal Jeyjoue
JO UONESI{IqEISIP 0] PBd] Jou
PINOYs N ‘[9BIS] YIIM SUOLIB[AL
onemo[dIp 8ABY OS[E SIaLIIUNOD
qely owWios pue ‘A1UNOD Jo
-JOUE Y}IM SUOLIB[SI U0 SPLIOap
03 suoneu uf1aI1aAos [e Jo 1yl
oyl astudodar am 9[IYM.,
RELA )
Ul [UeADPY Iy 4Aq 9peur Sjuswt
-9Je1S 9Y] Pamaladl pue ABpLL]
UO JOW SISYIO Y} PUE oY Jey)
SNVI P10} 4oAus qely uy
“plaoMm qeIY

3Y] Ul UOWUSNE BIPOUWL IPIM
PaAleDal pey YolyMm “Yaam 1Se]
91911 1SIA SIY Summp [UBApPY
IN AQ opewl sjuomdleBIS UIB)
-190 U0 SUONBOYLIB[O Y90S [[IM
SA0AUS 91} PIBS $824N0S Y],
‘wiy YIm sdoaus andeay
qeiy 9y} Aq Sunessw jujof
' Sunyess ‘ySursuely 1[eT IN
A1e1a100s uS[a10] 0) WANLIM SBY
‘sfoaus gqBIY a1 Suowe jsow
-Jotuas ‘A[[BSU-[V e[Upqy
pewqy I}y Jopessequie (Fy())
sejRIIW (ely  peoltun)
*219Y]} SIUIWOYBIS
SIY pu® [9RIS] 0] TURAPY *Y']
I “I9)SIulw awoy 3y} Jo IISIA
a[yoid-y31y 8yl U0 IUIWUID
-208 werpuy 9y} Wim Sunosw
B 118nos aa®vY Y[ MIN
ur paseq suoleu andeo]
qely 2yl 40 SXOAN
. 3NAr 2 H13a M3IN
wedefer d

3 qea




TJaswant’s visil will,_o-
boost Indo-Israeli ties’

By Seema Guha
The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: When the BJP-led
: coalition came to
power in India
there was a gen-
eral expectation
that the country’s
ties with Israel
1 would improve.
The BJP’s admi-
ration for Israel
=isl was clear, even
JaswantSingh  when other par-
ties, including the Congress’ were
hesitant to displease the Arab
states and the Muslim electorate at
home.

But after the cold war, when ide-
ology took a back seat in deciding
foreign policy, Congress prime min-
ister Narasimha Rao went ahead
and upgraded ties with Tel Aviv.

Things have looked up since
those early days. Trade ties are bet-
ter, cultural and economic relations
thrived but political relations
which give a major thrust to overall
bilateral ties remained static till
just two months ago. The “political
gap” is now being closed, says
Yehoyada Haim, Israel’s envoy in
New Delhi.

A number of important political
leaders cutting across the political
divide have visited or are scheduled
to visit Israel in the next few days.
Home minister Advani has just
been there, external affairs minister
Jaswant Singh is to follow, Najma
Heptullah, deputy chairperson of
the Rajya Sabha, was there, and
Marxist chief minister of West Ben-

S ——
gal Jyoti Basu will follpw Jaswant
Singh.

“These visits willup,

areas of co-operation,”
who is leaving India told reporters
in Wednesday. Jaswant Singh’s four-
day official visit from June 30 to
July 3 will set the political frame-
work for co-operation. Mr Singh
will hold talks with President Ezer
Weizman, Prime Minister Ehud
Barak and foreign minister David
Levy.

Though Mr Haim talks happily of
India-Israel ties, he is hesitant to
speak of the defence links between
the two countries. The Americans
are none too happy about arms sale
by Israel to India. Israel is already
under fire for providing Falcon air-
craft to China. India has been buy-
ing equipment from Israel even be-
fore the Kargil intrusions. But since
Israel provided much needed sup-
plies during the Kargil flare up, de-
fence links have been further ce-

. mented.

“It is better for both of us if we
speak and write less about it,” Mr
Haim said amid indications that ne-
gotiations are on for the purchase
of a variety of military equipment,
including AWACS planes from Is-
rael. :

Mr Advani’s visit to Israel was to
exchange notes on tackling terror-
ism. But the Israeli envoy noted
that the problems faced by the two
countries are different: while the Is-
raelis had to guard its desert bor-
ders, India faced the problem in the
Himalayas.




3 Indian warships

to visit Israeli p
Tel Ay, March 13 YK\ ¢ A\ Premier

A gl
THREE INDIAN warships would
visit Israeli port of Eilat next
month as guests of the Israeli navy
and defence ministry, signalling
growing military ties between the
two countries, Indian embassy offi-
cials said today.

About 1,000 officers and sailors
aboard the three ships would be
led by an admiral, who would hold
talks with senior Israeli defence
officers, they said.

The last visit by Indian warships
to Israel took place in 1995, but
received little attention here in the
wake of assassination of the then

o/

Yitzhak Rabin. The
renewed defence ties between
India and Tel Aviv assume signifi-
ance following Indian intelligence
ports that Pakistan has decided
to infiltrate more militants into
Jammu and Kashmir in a fresh bid
to create disturbance and cut off
army formations along the LoC.
Israeli media said the scheduled
visit by Indian warships reflected
the close defence cooperation
between the two countries. The
visit marked a return to the close
military ties between the two
nations "which were partly scaled

. down during last year's clashes in

Kashmir. _ (PTI)
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3 Navy ships visit

HT Correspondent \{/ \/ lb\
New Delhi, March 27
INDO-ISRAEL defence ties have
come a step closer with three
Indian Navy ships, led by guided
missile destroyer INS Ranvir, pay-
ing a goodwill visit at Eilat Port,
south of Israel.

Naval Headquarters sources said
the visit of INS Shakti, a tanker,
INS Gomiti, a guided missile
frigate, and INS Ranvir is expected
to boost military co-operation
between -the two countries. The

ree ships entered into Israeli
waters last evening under the over-
all .command of Rear Admiral

Suresh Mehta. Rear Admiral
Mehta is the Fleet Commander of
Western Navy.It is understood that
Vice Admiral Madhavendra Singh,
Flag-Officer-Commanding-in-
Chief, Western Naval Command, is
also among the senior naval offi-
cials-on a visit to Israel.

These officials are scheduled to
hold talks with senior Israeli
defence officials during their two-
day stay.Official sources here said
that while the Western Naval Fleet
had embarked on a goodwill visit
to Israel and Egypt, the Eastern
Naval Fleet, led by Rajput-class
destroyer INS Rana, is all set to
leave for a goodwill visit to

{HE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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srael port

alaysia and Thailand. Senior
Naval officials said the goodwill
visits were planned at the same
time as the recently concluded
Springex 2000 manoeuvres.

Although senior officials at the
Naval Headquarters chose to
describe the visit of Indian ships to
Israel as routine, the event is of sig-
nificance in the wake of increasing
defence co-operation between the
two countries. India is the second
largest export market for Israeli
defence industry. The last visit by
Indian warships to Israel was in
1995 but received little attention
due to the assassination of then
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. :
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Turkey PM declines

Pakistan’s

Apratim Mukarji
New Delhi, March 28

WE”
NS
HIS 18 another visit that
Pakistan wanted badly but
will now miss. Turkish Prime
Minister Bulent Ecevit will be visit-
ing India from March 31 to April 2
and not Pukistan, despite strong
overtures.

For one who has fought military
interventions in the Turkish
democracy intermittently, a visit to
Pakistan under military rule would
perhaps be more than an odd thing
to do. Prime Minister Ecevit's life,
apart from his striking erudition in
English, Sanskrit and Bengali, is a
refreshing instance of life-long
commitment to secularism and
democracy.

He fought military interventions
i 1960, 1971 and 1980 onwards
faced numerous trials in military
courts, went to jail thrice, suffered
physical assaults and survived
assassination attempts. Democracy
is clearly much more than a mere
political term for him.

It is therefore only natural that
Prime Minister Ecevit visiting
India and not Pakistan at one go
symbolises the new configurations
that are taking place in interna-
tional relations with far-reaching
consequences. with countries mov-
ing closer to chosen collaborators
in building strategic relationships.

India and Turkey are two secular
democracies intent on quickening
their development through eco-

[ .t .’S |
nomic cooperation anfl on promot-
ing a shared political vision for the
world, where sectarian violence is
strongly discouraged, disputes are
sought to be resolved peacefully
and all energy is channeled
towards growth.

Thus, after the India-US Vision
statement will come the India-
Turkey joint statement, nothing "as
grand as the former one but a real-
istic one", as one characterisation
goes. Not mapping out an ambi-
tious relationship over the next
three decades or so but visualising
a modest achievable one for the
coming 5 to 10 years, perhaps.

The statement, to be issued by
Prime Minister Vajpayee and Mr
Ecevit, will set the agenda for
developing bilateral relations.

in the near future.

The common fight against terror-
ism will find a powerful echo in the
joint statement, in yet another
addition to India's quest for
strengthening a global campaign to
eradicate the scourge being used
increasingly as a weapon to pro-
mote political and nation-state

agendas.
While Turkey shall be looking for

" avenues for a participatory role in

building infrastructure in India,
such as roads, airports and sea
ports, it is beginning to realise
India's strength in information
technology. Indians, on their part,
are already evincing interest in
seeking joint ventures in third
countries.

[HE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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Ecevit visit to bolste

Indo Turklsh ties o

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE S 0\ (\‘&(H Q\

NEW DELHI, March 29. — By opting for an Indla-}‘g visit, the
Turkish Prime Minister, Mr Bulent Ecevit, has sent a‘¢lear signal
of his country’s desires to build relations with India.

Turkey's shift away from the pro-Pakistan tilt of the Cold War
years received an added impetus after the coup in Pakistan, with
the Bulent Ecevit government giving a cool reception to General
Pervez Musharraf when he made Turkey one of the first stops on
his itinerary after assuming power.

The military dictatorship had found little favour with Turkey,
say diplomatic analysts, and it has not come as a surprise that
Turkey turned down repeated attempts by Islamabad to make
Pakistan the second leg of his tour.

Pepped up by Turkish overtures, India is now looking ahead to a
closer political and economic relationship based on common eco-
nomic and political interests. India also views Turkey as an aily
in the fight against terrorism and obscurantism.

Mr Ecevit’s visit comes at a time when both countries are view-
ing each other as natural destinations for economic partnership.
India’s focus is on infrastructure development and Turkey’s is on
integrated projects in irrigation, agriculture and railway expan-
sion.

Describing the visit as very important, external affairs ministry
officials said today that it would see the two countries signing
MoUs on agriculture, foreign office consultations and a cultural
exchange programme. The two sides would also issue a joint
statement on the future orientation of the bilateral relationship.

AR S

India has been identified by Turkey as one of the three impor- -

tant countries in its “lock East” policy. The other two countries
are Japan and China.

Turkey’s membership of the NATO and the OIC, and the likeli- .

hood of its entry into the European Union makes it a potential
ally for India. A reorientation of political priorities following the
end of the Cold War have helped overcome several hurdles that
ighship in the past as have the changes in the
Veen Greece and Turkey since last year.

THE STATESMAN
JOMAR2MD
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 8. India and Turkey

today initiated measures to im-
—prove and increase bilateral trade
nd economic cooperation. Bilat-
ral trade between the two stood
t only around $ 273.04 millions
uring 1998-99.

The discussions took place dur-
ing the eighth Indo- Turkish Joint
Commission meeting where the
Minister for Commerce and In-
dustry, Mr. Murasoli Maran,
stressed the need for the two
countries to broad base and ex-
pand trade, economic and tech-
nological cooperation.

Mr. Maran urged Turkey to lift
restrictions on spices, meat prod-
ucts and textiles being exported
from India. The session was co-
chaired by the Turkish Minister of
State of the Republic, Mr. Abdul-
haluk Mehmet Cay.

. Mr. Maran said one of the ways

to improve ties would be by pro-
moting joint ventures. He noted
that Turkish companies with vast
experience in construction activ-
ity had shown an interest in the
building of dams, tunnels, high-
ways, bridges, industrial plans as
well as civil engineering works in
India. “We have also noted that
both sides have agreed to build
structural frameworks for estab-

India, Turkey to
improve tradvgw

lishment c% joint exploration and
drilling company for cooperation
in third countries,” Mr. Maran
said and added “‘we would like to

build on this understanding
replicate it in other sectors/

Kumaratunga begins
talks with moderate
Tamil parties

COLOMBO, FEB. 8. The Sri Lankan
President, Ms. Chandrika Kuma-
ratunga, today began talks with
moderate Tamil parties to get
their seal of approval on her Con-
stitutional proposals to grant au-
tonomy to regions, particularly
the Tamil-dominated north and
eastern provinces.

Ms. Kumaratunga, along with
senior Ministers, held discussions
with the leaders of Tamil United
Liberation Front (TULF), People’s
Liberation Organisation of Tamil
Eelam (PLOTE) and Eelam Peo-
ples Democratic Party (EPDP),
which together have 16 members
in the 223-member Parliament.

After the meeting, the president
of TULF, Mr. Ananda Sangari,
said that his party would insist on
exclusive meetings with the Presi-
dent in view of its differences with
other Tamil parties. — PTI
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“Tndia, M ocq) sign pacts

By Our Special Corresp

NEW DELHI, FEB. 22. India anid Mo-
rocco today signed four
ments to cement their ties jn key
areas. The two sides, in thejpres-
ence of the Prime Ministef, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the vis-
iting Premier of Morocco, Mr. Ab-
derrahamane Youssoufi, signed
these agreements which institu-
tionalised cooperation in the
fields of agriculture, communica-
tions and transport. Morocco and
India also agreed to establish a
Joint Business Council.

Both sides discussed possible
joint forays in pharmaceuticals,
trade, information technology
and mines. Morocco is India’s
largest supplier of Phosphates.
The visiting dignitary also met the
Minister for Chemicals and Fertil-
izers, Mr. Suresh Prabhu.

arlier in the day, Mr. Youssou-
fi, who arrived last evening, was
accorded a ceremonial welcome
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan. He was
received this morning by Mr. Vaj-
payee, the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Mr. Jaswant Singh, the
Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, and the Lt. Governor
of Delhi, Mr. Vijai Kapoor, as well
as senior diplomats and officials.

During the day, Mr. Youssoufi
called on the President, Mr. K. R.
Narayanan, and the Vice-Presi-
dent, Mr. Krishan Kant. Mr. Jas-
want Singh also called on him
before the delegation-level talks
took place later in the evening.
PTI reports:

The Congress president, Mrs.
Sonia Gandhi, today called on Mr.
Youssoufi and exchanged views
on vital issues.

™
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~+ , India, Morocco agree

v~/ to intensify exchanges

»\\.g); Our Special Correspondent
EW DE| B. 23. India and Morocco have decided

to 1ntens1fy exchanges between their leaders, diplo-
mats, technical experts and businessmen.

Alluding to the new momentum imparted to bilat-
eral ties during the visit of the Moroccan Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Abderrahamane Yousouffi, the Foreign
Office spokesman today pointed out that both coun-
tries would now hold an annual political dialogue at
the Foreign Ministers level. These talks would cap
the regular official consultations.

Mr. Youssoulfi's visit witnessed a definite econom-
ic thrust given to the relationship. According to In-
dia’s Ambassador to Morocco, Mr. 1. S. Rathore, the
two countries are looking to expand the capacity of
their joint venture plant to produce phosphoric acid.
With India contributing $ 230 millions, it is the
country’s largest joint venture project overseas.

Information Technology was yet another area of
common interest and members of the Moroccan IT
export promotion organisation are in Bangalore to

Keen to
memb

visited the Indian Agriculture Research Institute
here today. A team of Moroccan specialists is ex-
pected at the institute shortly to finalise details.

On the political side, India refused to be drawn
into commenting on the differences between the
Moroccan government and the Polisario front on
the status of Western Sahara. Though New Dethi
recognised the Polisario regime in 1975, it later
veered to the view of abiding by the results of an
on-going U.N. initiative for settling these differenc-
es. The U.N. is currently engaged in an exercise for
holding a referendum over the status of Western
Sahara. According to the Foreign Office spokesman,
the Moroccan side asked India to review its recog-
nition to the Polisario during talks yesterday. New
Delhi, however, reiterated its position of backing the
U.N mandate.

India sees Morocco as a stabilising force in the
Arab world and wants Rabat to actively exercise its
moderating influence in fora such as the Organisa-
tion of Islamic Conference. During talks with the
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, both
sides exchanged views on the West Asia peace.proc-
ess and the resource-rich Persian GW
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” India, Israel must work against terrorists

By

NEW DELHI, JAN. 10. India and Israel
should jointly mount a global
campaign against international
terrorism, the Israeli Ambassador
to India, Mr. Yeho Yada, has said.
Addressing a press conference
on the eve of the first-ever visit by
an Indian Foreign Minister to Is-
rael, Mr. Yada said both sides
should work together to counter
terrorism in all forms including
state-sponsored terrorism. Mr.
Jaswant Singh will pay a two-day
visit to Israel from January 20.
The geographical distance be-
tween the two countries was an
obstacle to forging a joint mecha-
nism to counter terrorism, Mr.

ecial Correspondent

Yada said in response to a ques-

tion. While terrorism in both
countries found common expres-
sion in bomb blasts and hijack-
ings, its ideological and historical
well-springs were diverse, \ ’\\

Elaborating on the various di-
mensions of counter-terrorism,
Mr. Yada laid emphasis on the
need for international coordina-
tion on denying funding to cross-
border insurgents. Banking laws
should permit probes into the fi-
nancial accounts of suspected
terrorists. Lack of these provi-
sions-could lead to an unwitting
seepage of financial help. Ways
and means should also be found
for locating the end-use of dona-
tions, sometimes made for reli-
gious purposes.

He said a global set up against
terrorism, on the lines of Interpol,
was urgently required. Asked
about the Israeli stance on Kash-
mir, Mr. Yada said his country fa-
voured direct negotiations for
easing India—l\J kistan tensions.

The Palestin e)n peace process
was irreversible \aind the on-going
talks with Syria Wwere crucial, he
observed. Mr. Singh, during his
stay in Tel Aviv, will meet the
President, Mr. Ezer Weizman, the
Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak,
and engage his counterpart, Mr.
David Levy, in extensive discus-
sions. Mr. Singh is also slated to
visit the Gaza strip as well as the
memorial for the victims of the
Nazi holocaust in Jerusalem.

THE HINDU
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Yérael offers cooperation,

in ﬁghtl

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 10

ISRAEL WOULD like to cooperate wit
India on fighting international terrorism,
Israeli Ambassador Dr Yehoyada Haim
said here today.

Addressing the media ahead of External
Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh's Jan. 20-21
visit to Israel, the Ambassador pointed out
that both countries had called for an inter-
national campaign against terrorism.

There should be some kind of an inter-
national organisation to fight terrorism
which is often state-sponsored, he said.

Bilateral cooperation between India and
Israel was quite likely to be discussed dur-
ing Mr Singh's visit, he indicated.

Arriving from London after the 10th
round of India-US dialogue with Deputy
Secretary of State Strobe Talbott, Minister
Jaswant Singh will be holding talks
throughout Jan. 20 with the Israeli leaders.

While substantial talks will be held with
his counterpart and Deputy Prime
Minister David Levy, he will also be meet-
ing President Ezer Weizman and Prime
Minister and Defence Minister Ehud
Barak.

Apart from bilateral issues, the prevail-
ing situation in India's neighbourhood

GI'I'OI'ISIH

would be discussed during the talks, the
Ambassador said.

Mr Singh's visit will be followed by
Culture Minister Ananth Kumar's visit in
February. Israeli parliamentarians too
might be visiting India sometime later in
the year.

Speaking of the remarkable advance
made in bilateral relations, considering the
fact that the two countries recognised each
other a mere eight years ago, Ambassador
Haim said, "We are doing superbly.”

Israeli exports to India grew by as much
as 40 per cent during the first nine months
of 1999 compared to the corresponding
period in 1998 while Indian exports to
Israel increased by 30 per cent during the
same period.

The two-way trade was worth $ 695 mil-
lion compared to $ 670 million transacted
in the whole of 1998.

There were as many as 150 joint ventures
functioning in India of which 50 were in
agriculture, he said.

Defence cooperation was one subject on
which the Ambassador chose to be incom-
municative. "There are compulsions on
both sides (not to speak)," he said, adding
laconically,

i "We have pisssures on us."
Further questions fajled to elicit any elab-
oration.
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~“Israel may sell arrow
anti-missiles to India’

Washington, January 29 *\’\(;” o

ISRAEL IS trying to lift the ban on
the sale of arrow anti-tactical mis-
siles to India and Turkey against
the wishes of the United States,
'Defense News' reported.

Former Israeli Defence Minister
Yitzhak Mordechai had passed an
order against the sale of the arrow
anti-tactical missile, to satisfy the
United States, who did not want it
sold to India or Turkey, the weekly
reported.

"Defense News" said that the
Israeli Defence Ministry has now
authorised industry executives to
begin discussions with a US aero-
space firm on potential partner-
<hip arrangements to cover future

nduction and export of the arrow

*nce system.

(\l known whether arroL

offered to India but th
Americins apparently wanted to
take nd chances and wanted to
take pr¢cautions against that possi-
bility," fthe weekly said in its latest
report.

Israel had to defer to the US on
the issue as arrow's development
was partly funded by the US, which
thus secured a veto over its
exports.

Analysts said that what the US
action means is that on major
defence matters, India has to be
self-sufficient both in manufacture
and technology. Three US compa-
nies -- Lockheed Martin, Raytheon
and Boeing are each potential
prime contractor partners for the
Israeli aerospace industry, the
weekly said. (PTI)
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Jaswant’s Israel visit

may stren
Tel Aviv, January 9 -\ ‘L

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister
Jaswant Singh's upcoming four-day
visit to Israel is expected to give a
fillip to Indo-Israel ties even as the
bilateral trade in the first three
quarters of 1999 registered an all
time high at over $700 million.

~ While the full year's trade
between the two country is expect-
ed to go further higher, Indian
exports to Israel increased by 28
per cent over last year's exports
and diversified into new areas,
according to figures made avail-
able by Indian embassy here.

The increase in Indian .exports
reflected mainly in the export of
chemicals (+68 per cent) polished
diamonds (438 per cent) and tex-
tiles (+10 per cent).

Israel, the ninth largest foreign
investor country in India in terms

gthen|ties

of approved investments, regis-
tered an increase of 40 per cent in
exports over itg last year's exports,
primarily due to increase in the
export of raw diamonds (+100 per
cent).

There are over 170 collabora-
tions and joint ventures between
the companies of two countries,
mostly in agriculture and high~
technology areas. \

Israel's famous drip irrigation
systems are jointly manufactured
in three different locations in
India. - ~w ks

In 1998 total trade between India
and Israel stood at 670 million US
dollars, more than three times over
the trade in 1992 when the full
fledged diplomatic ties were estab-
lished between the two countries.

Bilateral trade between the two
countries has steadily shot up since
1992. (AFP)



~Indo-Iraq accord will

not hit sanctions: U.K.
\’)/ By Hasan Suroor Mo - )

LONDON,N‘L 30. Even as the India-Iraq agreement signed in New Delhi
on Wednesday was seen in some circles as yet another blow to the UN
sanctions against Iraq, the official British Foreign Office rejected this
view. It said the agreement was consistent with the relevant UN resolu- |
tion and would not weaken the embargo against Baghdad. One official
said the deal appeared to be a part of the food-for-oil programme and
Britain did not think there was a cause for concern.

Significantly, however, an Indian foreign office spokesman in New
Delhi went to some length to clarify that it was a “bilateral contract”
and fell outside the food-for-oil arrangement though the UN sanctions
commitee would be informed. In New Delhi the view was reported to
be that the agreement, envisaging import of Iraqi crude oil by India and
wheat exports from India to Baghdad, did indeed amount to “skirting”
the UN embargo.

The Guardian in a report from New Delhi said Iraq’s Vice-President,
Mr. Taha Yassin Ramadhan “hailed” the agreement as a sign that the
UN embargo against Baghdad had lost its meaning. “We shall sell oil to
any country which wants to buy it”’, he was quoted as saying confirm-
ing the impression that the deal tilted at the sanctions.

Meanwhile even as Britain is under pressure from what are called-
“moderate” Arab countries to lift the sanctions against Iraq and some
of its own European allies are finding ways to beat the embargo, the
British Government has no intentions of abandoning its “commit-
ment” to the UN resolution on sanctions.

Foreign Office officials say that though Britain would like to see the
sanctions go it is possible only if Iraq allows the UN weapons inspectors
back into the country as demanded in the UN Security Council Resolu-
tion 1284, Once Iraq fully complies with the resolution, the sanctions
would be suspended within six months. 1 want to see sanctions sus-
pended so thateverything can move forward. Iraq can move forwards,
the region can move forward but the only vehicle for that is 1284, the
Foreign Office minister Mr Peter Hain recently told The Times which
interpreted his remarks as implying a softening of Britain’s attitude.

Foreign Office sources, however, clarified that Mr Hain had simply :
reiterated the official position and there was no change. The point that
the Minister, they said, wanted to make was that Britain was bound by
the UN security council resolution and that Iraq must cooperate in
implementing it in order to pave the way for sanctions to be suspended.
Mr Hain, it may be poi out, is credited with a tough line on sanc-

tions. He believe it is an effective way of dealing with undemocrat-
ic regimes.

A
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Arafat

urges India to 7

support Palestinians, .+

N\

JERUSALEM, Dec. 5. — Mr Yasser Arafat l%;
appreciated Indian support for his people a
urged New Delhi to use its “influence” on
Israelis and in international fora to support the
Palestinian cause.

Following his meeting with the secretary in the
MEA, Mr KV Rajan, in Gaza yesterday, Mr Ara-
fat thanked Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee “for sen-
ding a senior representative for talks.”

Mr Rajan, leading a high-level delegation, deli-
vered messages to Mr Arafat from Mr Vajpayee
and Mr Jaswant Singh, expressing concern at the
developments in the region which have claimed
over 300 lives. Mr Rajan announced an additional
Indian aid of Rs 50 lakh for relief work.

Both Israelis and Palestinians attach impor-
tance to New Delhi’s role after the recent develop-
ments in the region. Earlier, Mr Zvi Gaby, an Is-
raeli foreign ministry official who led a team
during negotiations with the Indian team, said he

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

hoped “all our friends, including India, would try
and get Palestinians to the negotiating table”.
‘War possible’: The UN special envoy in West
Asia, Mr Terje-roed Larsen, said almost 10
weeks of clashes between Israeli-soldiers and
Palestinians could rapidly deteriorate into a
regional war, adds Reuters. He urged Israel to
lift a blockade of Palestinian areas and called for
Palestinian and Israeli leaders to revive the
peace process.

More killings

A Hamas leader, Awad Selmi, yesterday died
during an attack on Israeli targets. He was an
activist of the Izz el-Din al-Qassam, armed wing
of the Hamas, Reuters adds from Gaza. A report
from Jerusalem says Israeli soldiers shot dead
two Palestinians in West Bank today. Israeli
troops also shot and wounded a Lebanese
teenager whom they suspected of trying to
infiltrate into Israel, a Lebanese source said.
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~India oppose

L W
‘ By K. K. Katyal § V' -
NEW DELHI, DEC. 21. India has sounded the
members of the U.N. sanctions committee
for Iraq for their support to its strong case
under a special provision of the world body’s
charter for purchase of larger gquantity of
crude from that country than is possible un-
der the present limited arrangement. Under
the existing oil-for-food programme, India
gets 1.5 million tonnes at the normal OPEC
price, while its requirement of Iraqi crude is
of the order of 14 million to 15 million
tonnes. The five permanent members of the
Security Council constitute the committee.

As a result of recent discussions, the final
round of which was held during the Iraqi
Vice-President, Mr. Taha Yassin Ramadhan’s
recent visit here, Baghdad is willing to meet
India’s needs to a very large extent, at lower
than the prevailing market rates. This, how-
ever, is possible only if the sanctions com-
mittee gives clearance, under Article 50 of
the U.N. Charter. Under it, if the U.N. sane-
tions against a state create special economic
problems for any other country, the latter
“shall have the right to consult the Security

" Council with regard to a solution of those

problems”. So far Jordan is the only country
which takes Iraqi crude under the special
provision, while some other countries clan-
destinely get supplies from Baghdad. This is
done at a sizeable scale and, as such, could
not have escaped the notice of those respon-
sible for enforcing sanctions. '7/(1 2

The possibilities of Iraqi supplies werg first
explored during the visit to Baghdad df the
Minister of State for External Affairs, M1\ Ajit
Kumar .Panja. An official delegation, which
went there soon after to pursue the endou-
raging response, was able to arrive at an un-
derstanding which was confirmed during Mr.
Ramadhan’s visit here.

The “special economic problems”, con-
fronted by India because of the U.N. sanc-
tions against Irag, have been brought to the
notice of some of the sanctions committee
members at length. India, it was pointed out,
had suffered heavily because of the embargo
on Iraq, the cumulative effect of the lost
trade and project opportunities being to the
tune of $20 billion to $30 billion, apart from

the blocked funds of $one billion of Indian .

continued sanctions against Irag

enterprises that had taken up projects in
Iraq. Then there was the heavy burden cast
by the steep hike in the international price of
oil, so ch so that India’s export bill this
year paay go up by $six billion.

s against that, India had a large surplus of
ood grains which could be bartered for Iraqi
oil. Some 27 million tonnes of wheat, costing
Rs.6,000 crores, were stored in warehouses in
various parts of the country. Iraqis like Ingj-
an wheat and its supply to them would, o
the one hand, meet a major humanitaria
need and, on the other, enable India to make'
use of the stored stocks to meet its oil re-
quirements. While seeking to invoke the spe-
cial provision of the U.N. Charter, India
continued to voice its opposition to the con-
tinuation of the sanctions against Iraq which
had caused untold suffering to the people
there. Mr. Ramadhan's discussions here cen-
tered on the establishment of the framework
for strategic and long-term relationship with
India. Iraq had invited India to take part in
developing an oil field there — a highly
promising proposition with immense poten-
tial of gain to both the countries.
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"~ WEST ASIA CRISIS / RESPONSE TO PM'S LEFIER

I-irafat sees active role for India

By K. K. Katyal

NEW DELHI, DEC. 22. In a letter to the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, the
Palestinian President, Mr. Yasser Arafat,
has made a case for India’s active help at
regional and international levels to
resolve the present crisis resulting from
Israel’s “aggression”. Described in
diplomatic circles as detailed in content
and highly warm in tone, the letter
specifies ways in which New Delhi could
play a useful role. The issues arising out
of the letter have since figured in
informal exchanges through diplomatic
channels.

Mr. Arafat lists three areas in which
India could use its weight and influence
for resolving tensions in West Asia — one,
it could be of help in the Non-Aligned
Movement and at the U.N. in ensuring
expeditious functioning of the fact-finding
mission, set up at the October summit in
Egypt; two, it could use its influence in
the creation of an observers force (or the
protection force) under the auspices of
the U.N.; and, three, it could throw its
weight behind efforts for honest
implementation of the U.N. resolutions on

WP 15

the Palestine-Israel problem and, thus,
help revive the peace process.

The letter is a sequel to inquiries by
India as to how it could help resolve the
crisis, as had repeatedly been stated by
Mr. Arafat in his statements. Some time
back, Mr. K. V. Rajan, Secretary, External
Affairs Ministry, during his visit to West
Asia, called on Mr. Arafat and gave him a
letter from Mr. Vajpayee. The Prime
Minister’s letter, it seems, sought
elaboration of the Palestinian leader’s
suggestions about India’s role.

The decision to set up the fact-finding
mission was taken at the summit in
Sharm-el-Sheikh, Egypt, brokered by the
U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, in
response to Mr. Arafat’s demand for
establishing the cause of the latest round
of violence. The five-member commission,
headed by a former U.S. Senator, Mr.
George Mitchel, had started its work but
was caught up in Israel’s domestic
political turmoil. The consequent slow-
down in its functioning was not to the
liking of the Palestinians who had
counted on it for hauling up the Israelis
before a war crimes tribunal.

we Trow R YN ’,”"":! )
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Theidéa of establishing a U.N.
’ ection force, too, was mooted by
Palestine but it was strongly resisted by

Israel, which launched a major diplomatic
offensive to stall its creation. In any case,
this issue has been overshadowed by the
renewed efforts of Mr. Clinton to use the
last few days of his presidency to stabilise
the fragile ceasefire. The Palestinian
leader would like India not only to
support the move for the protection force
but also to take part in it, when it is set
up.

Mr. Arafat has often stated that he
regards India, because of its standing and
influence, as morally a de facto member
of the U.N. Security Council and would
like it to throw its weight on the side of
restoration of peace in West Asia.

India has repeatedly stated that it
would associate itself with any effort that
helps to build confidence-building
measures. It will take part in any exercise
seeking to end violence and restore the
peace process that has the approval of the
two sides. This point has been conveyed
to them through diplomatic channels and
during bilateral contacts at various levels.



AID HAMLET: "What a

piece of work is a man! How

noble in reason! How infinite

in faculty! In form and mov-
ing how express and admirable! In ac-
tion how like an angel! In apprehen-
sion how like a God!" This is half the
truth. If you wish to know the other
half, turn to Palestine where the peo-
ple’s urge for freedom and indepen-
dence is trampled upon by the Israel
government. Today, Israel’s legitimacy
as a nation state is not in question, but
_its military occupation and the denial
of basic human rights to the Palestin-
ian people.

The inescapable fact is that Israel,
having jillegally occupied territories
and viglated numerous UN resolu-
tions, i$ eminently qualified to be a
"rogue"state. The stark and painful re-
ality is that the Jewish people, having
been brutalised by the Nazi regime in
Germzny, have notfearnt their lessons
from history — the virtues of religious

tolerarce and the futility of fanatical

beliefs. Instead of realising that the
contimation of Arab-Israel conflict is

disastrous toboth, and that the gain to
both tobe derived from concord isone
of imneasurable magnitude; rulers in
Tel Aw have unleashed areign of ter-
ror in He territories they have occu-
piedsice 1967.
Yegofeware moved by thelive im-
ages O Paléstinian mothers mourning
the degith of their youthful children, by

sands,of people. Though Israeli sol-
diers and warplanes continue to mow
down Palestinian youth with the hope
of ultimately reducing the other side to
impotence, the international commu-
nity is quietened by the weight of Is-
rael/Jewish propaganda. Major powers
act in unison against Iran and Iraq, but
Israel’s outrageous conduct isnoteven
mildly censured. Arab governments,
having vacated the moral ground they
once occupied, have also abandoned
the beleaguered Palestinians. Strange

the destruction of homes, and the dis-
possession and displacement of thou- -

are theways of the worldwe inhabit.
Cynical observers way well argue -
that India, tied to 2 globalised economy
and poised for a major economic
breakthrough, should eschew involve-
ment in the Israel-Palestinian im-

QV}? India and the Palestinian people

eign minister must join hands with his
like-minded counterparts in other
countries to ask for a change of mood
and a change of aim in Israel’s policies
towards the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people. After all, it is no

broglio. Stich a myopic view needsto  longer possible for the Jewish people,
be contested. Itis true that, intherealm * orsome of them, to desire aworld con-
of foreign policy, India must demon-  tainingno Palestinians. We will dowell
 strate a modicum ‘of flexibility and  to recall our long-standing moral and
common sense. At the ideclogical commitment to
same time a nation stak- « the Palestinian cause. Is it
ing ts claims in the comity now the case that our na-
of nations, including a tional interests conflict
berthon the UN Security with that covenant?
Council, necds to take a The Arabs have been
resolute stand against our natural allies, a point
Zionisation, the belliger- underlined by Arafat, and
ence of ultra ‘orthodox it would be a mistake to
groupsinIsrael, andtheill o abandon them in prefer-
treatment of minorities, ence to a regime that
notably the Palestinans, - TTUSHIRULH wields the big sfick to

Engagement with Israel may well be a political
and economic compulsion, but we will lose

"of the rival parties. Above all; the for-

face with the international community if we let
down our Arab friends
by their government. The old shibbo-  humble its neighbouss. Engagement
leths of the Cold War are shomof me-  with Israel may well be a political and
aning and significance, and yet there is economiccompulsion even thoughit is
‘still some space, despite the premature  playing such an incredibly dangerous
" defnise O tne ORI VR, "3 andvetwewilllose face with the
forprincipled positionsininternational  international community if we let down
affairs. our Arab friends in their hour of peril.
For these reasons Yasser Arafat’s Jawaharlal Nehru, who had proph-
recent letterto the Indian prime minis-  esied that Arab nationalism would not
ter,inwhichhe hasurged Indiatouseits ~ be crushed, maintained long ago "that
weight and influence for resolving ten-  Palestine isessentially an Arab country,
sions in West Asia, is timely. Admit- . and must remain so, and the Arabs
tedly, the Government of India cannot must not be crushed and suppressedin
broker a peace deal in West Asia. Yetit their own homelands." Gandhi, too,
is possible for us to take the position  talked about the plight of the Jews in
that the situation requires a different  Nazi Germany but argued that a solu-
line of conduct, no longer governedby  tion to their problems did not lie in
the motives of the contest for power, foundinga homeland in Palestine: that
but by motives appealing to the com-  land inhis view belonged to the Arabs.-
monwelfare and thecommoninterests  "You see [ have come out of my shell
and begun to speak to Europe,” the
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" An older covenant:-

. newly decolonised countries in general, i

A,

Mahatma wrote to C.E' Andrews-in
October 1938.

Letusnot forget thatleadersof the
Indian national movement were not
just conceriedwith the country’s inde-
pendence but with freedom struggles
allover the world. During the inter-war
years, in particular, home and interna-
tional affairs were closely intertwined.
The Spanish Civil War — a battle be-
tween fascism and democracy in E\/,
rope —dominated the attentionof the:
Congress party. The gates of Madrid
had become the symbols of human lib-
erty, Nehru organised the collection of
funds to send foodgrains from India \

and anambulance unit.

Nehru’s initial interest in interna-
tional affairs, kindled asearly as 1927,a
good 20 years prior to independence,
developed in the 1950s around twovital
issues — decolonisation and disarma-
ment. To him, both of these issues had

tic and moral components to
them. Thus he campaigned for the
abolition of nuclear weaponry —
"these frightful engines of destruction”
—because the emergent arms race be-
tween the superpowerswould have dis-
astrous consequences not only for the
but for India in particular. In short, his
crusade for decolonisation apd disar-

“mament and his articulation of an ex-

plicit vision for India’s foreign policy
and his moral crusade enhanced the
oountry’s stature worldwide.

The wotld is no longer cast in
Nehru’s image. Yet the Congress,
claiming a part of his heritage, needs
to learn a few lessons from his record
on international affairs. At the same
time, we need to know if the party has,
in the light of post-Cold War develop-
ments, prepared a blueprint for guid-
ing the foreign policy of the nation. If
the studious silence on the Palestinian
crisis is any indication, the Congress
leadership appears to have relegated
major foreign affairs into the back-
ground. This isbad news for agdtional
political party.




4 h_g_glo-h;_gq panel meet ends

By Our Special Corresponde

NEW DELHI, NOV. 28. After a gap of
several years, India and Iraq have
concluded the meeting of their
joint commission and are getting
ready for a fresh round of talks.

Iraq’s visiting Vice President,
Mr. Taha Ramadhan, who is sec-
oud in the political hierarchy,
held discussions today with the
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh. India sees Iraq as a
player in fulfilling its energy re-
quirements. Not surprisingly, the
Minister for Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas, Mr. Ram Naik, called on
Mr. Ramadhan. India is keen on
acquiring Iraqi crude which is
best suited for its industry on the

west coast. The recourse to Irag
for oil follows a policy decision to
iversify the procurement of its
etroleum  needs. Besides
ountries in the Gulf, India sees
y countries in Central Asia,
Bangladesh, Myanmar and Nige-
ria as future suppliers of oil.

Given the thrust on economic
ties, Mr. Ramadhan met the Min-
ister of State for Commerce and
Industry, Mr. Omar Abdullah,

India has decided to give top
priority to Mr. Ramadhan'’s visit.
The visiting dignitary will call on
the President and Prime Minister
and address members of the Fed-
eration of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI)
on Wednesday.

o
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/wwi\raq on a roll ‘)’a@{'

IT DOES not }& a Vice-President to sign an oil exploration
agreement. But\Iragi Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadhan
had more than o1\ in mind when he came to India to sign a deal
between the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation-Videsh and the
Ojl Exploration Company of Iraq. The accelerating diplomatic

tivity between Baghdad and New Delhi is part of Iraq’s
ecent campaign to chip away at a wall of sanctions it rightly
perceives as being vulnerable. India sensibly keeps strictly to
the letter of international law in its dealings with Irag. Unlike
sanctions-busters like France, China and Russia, New Delhi
cannot veto any future United Nations punishment of violators. |-
However, India can safely look the other way when Iraqi offi-
cials use illegal flights to come here. The Indian Government is
opposed to sanctions in principle and the punitive measures
aimed at Iraq in particular.

The sanctions Washington enforces against Baghdad look
increasingly like a punishment seeking a crime. Even the US
has given up on trying to overthrow Saddam Hussein. Its sec-
ondary goal of ensuring Mr Hussein never develops nuclear or
chemical weapons is fraying at the edges. Washington contin- |
ues with sanctions seemingly for lack of an alternative policy
that it can sell domestically. The US needs to dilute its policy
goals and broadly ensure Mr Hussein is not a threat to region-
al or international security. This is a target that neither India
nor most Arab nations will denounce. This goal has largely
been accomplished. Iraq’s nuclear and chemical weapons infra-
structure has been more or less dismantled. Iraq, in part
because of the severe social consequences of the economic
sanctions and Mr Hussein’s cynical manipulation of their
effects, is in no position to threaten its neighbours for decades.

However, there is still enough bellicosity and unpredictability in
Mr Hussein’s behaviour for there to be a case against completely
lifting sanctions. Iraq has shown little contrition for invading anc
pillaging Kuwait. It continues to press its claim to the sheikhdom
Such medieval tendencies cannot be condoned or overlooked.
Iraq is now just a few hundred thousand barrels short of the 2.6
miltion barrels of crude oil it produced before its attack on
Kuwait. Even with the war reparations Baghdad pays, the recent
rise in oil prices has filled its cotfers. The only real concern left of
the international community is seeing to it that whatever Iraq
earns is not spent on rebuilding Mr Hussein’s military machine.
This means maintaining UN controls on the oil sales and export
earnings of Iraq. But the sun should now set on the inspection
programmes, the no-fly zones and the bans on civilian economic
movement between Iraq and the world.

HE HINDUSTAN TIME:




Tr. raq to defjﬁg

UN oh”

oil price
-
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Nov. 29. — [raq
has reportedly proposed to sell
crude to India at a differential
pricing formula which, if im-
plemented, may affect interna-
tional crude oil prices.

Iraq won’t cut crude produc-
tion but go ahead with its pric-
ing formula even if the UN’s
sanctions committee rejects it.

India and Iraq today agreed on

a cooperation framework for a
long-term strategic partnership |

as Baghdad urged New Delhi to
look beyond UN sanctions and

A tentative bilateral agreement
has been worked out that would
enable Iraq to“import food it
ems, especially wheat, from In- :
dia and export oil. The pact will
take-gawoncrete  shape after '
consultations with the UN.

The agreement won’t be under

. the Food for Oil programme. !

ONGC Videsh will explore oil
| in Iraq within UN sanctions.

The Iraqi Vice-President, Mr |

’ Taha Yassin Ramadan, today
l held talks with Indlan leaders
' Cyclone kills one
\ CHENNAI, Nov. 29. — The cy-
 clone that hit the coast bet-
\ ween Pondicherry and Cudda-
| lore in Tamil Nadu this even-
{ ing claimed at least one life in
" the Union territory. — PTI

8 Details on page 8

help in rebuilding its economy.

?

|

i

\
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Araq seeks mechanlélﬁ{ for bilateral ties

~of doors'.

By Our Spec1al CorrespondenH 9 \ J

NEW DELHI, NoV. 29. Iraq seeks to
develop a wide-ranging relation-
ship with India to withstand the
pressures and special circum-
stances’ prevalhng in both the
countries. It is also in favour of a
‘clear mechanism’ to overcome
future problems in the proposed
closer strategic relationship.

The visiting Iraqi Vice-Presi-
dent, Mr. Taha Yassin Ramadhan,
today stressed that the proposal
for a ‘strategic’ relationship was
not because of the circumstances
currently facihg his country.

The suggestiori had been made
in 1974 when the Iraqi president,
Mr. Saddam Hussein, visited In-
dia ‘in the heyday of Iraq's eco-
nomic revival’. Even at that time,
Mr. Hussein had sought new ave-
nues for combining bilateral stra-
tegic interests in the long term.

Mr. Ramadhan who was ad-
dressing a meeting organised by
the Federation Of Indian Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry
(FICCI), said the tensions and
pressures on India and Iraq could
not be encompassed in ordinary
pilateral relations. “Therefore it is
incumbent on us to establish the
kind of relationship which will
cater to the challenges of the fu-
ture,” he said.

He felt the relationship should
not have any constraints and in-
stead should iead to ‘an opening
For this purpose, a
mechanism was needed.

Mr. Ramadhan urged the busi-
ness community not to focus on
the oil-for-food programme un-
der the aegis of the U.N. because
it would not help to achieve the
aim of closer economic ties. He
described it as a ‘temporary nec-
essary measure’ which would dis-
appear after some time.

In this context, he said Iraq's

declared policy is to accord ‘pri-
ority’ to countries which take pos-

The Vice-President of Iraq, Mr. Taha Yassin Ramadhan, with the Prime Minister,
Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, at the Hyderabad House, New Delhi, on Wednesday. The External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, is also seen. — Photo: S. Arneja

itive steps towards cooperation
even during the sanctions regime.
But this did not apply to countries
which functioned only under the
ambit of the U.N. controls.

It had to be a wider relationship
of economic cooperation. In the
case of India and Iraq, he said it
had to reflect the huge potential
of both the countries.

As for Iraq, he said it not only
had the second largest oil reserve
in the world, it also sought more
diversified economic cooperation
beyond merely sale of oil to India.

This was largely in the area of
joint venture projects, training

-and transfer of technology as well

as areas of the new economy.

Joint ventures could be in oil ex-
ploration, petrochemical com-
plexes,  provision - of il
equipment, know-how exchange,
training and development.

Similarly, - power generation
projects could involve transfer of
technology, training and building
of cadres. “We do not need quick
results, as this should-be viewed
in the long term,” he said.

India has been invited to partic-
ipate in developing an oil field in
Irag. The Qil and Natural gas
Commission ( Videsh) will also
prospect for oil in Iraq’s Tuba
field as part of an international
consortium. India has also decid-
ed to supply raw material and

THE HINDU
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equipment and as well participate
in Iraq’s telecommunication,
transport and power sectors.
These decisions were taken dur-
ing a meeting of the Indo-Iraq
joint commission which was held
prior to Mr. Ramadhan’s visit.

Mr. Ramadhan also took the
opportunity to urge the Indian in-
dustry to improve the quality of
their products. “We will not com-
pare your products with the best
in the world.

For instance, we will not com-
pare with Japan because politics
does enter into it,” he said. At the
same time, he said quality. im-
provement was essential in view
of growing global competition.
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/Ea/btiah Foreigh
M%wister likely 1
povisit in April

By Our Special Correspond

NEW DELHI, Nov. 3. The Egyptiin
Foreign Minister, Amir Moussa, }s
likely to visit India in April ne
year, the Egyptian Ambassador in
India, Mr. Madi, told the Bharati-
ya Janata Party president, Mr.
Bangaru Laxman, at a meeting
between the two here today. Mr.
Madi was hopeful that a fertilizer
project would come through °
making India the fifth largest in-
vestor in Egypt.

Mr. Madi said that Egypt was
looking forward to the visit of the
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, to Cairo in February
when the Indo-Egypt Joint Com-
mission is to meet,

The crisis involving Palestine
and Israel was discussed during
the meeting and Mr. Madi was re-
ported to be appreciative of the .
Indian position.

Mr. Laxman said that India was
interested in seeing the resump-
tion of the peace process in the
Middle East.
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/Jaswant Algéria trip
begins on Monday

s -

JUm———,

By Our CORRESPONDENT m .

New Delhi, Oct. 20: When exter-
nal affairs minister Jaswant Singh
visits Algeria on Monday, he will
have a lot to explain regarding

India’s , decision to de-recognise

Sahrawi Araty Democratic Repub-
lic. ~ K

New Delhi’s moveq to tE‘é-recog-
nise SADR, was seen by the north
African nations as a shift in its for-
eign policy. Algeria, which bor-
ders Western Sahara, has natural
interest in the Sahrawi Arab
Democratic Republic’s
with Morocco.

During his three-day visit Mr
Jaswant Singh beginning from
October 23, he will discuss with
Algerian leaders about the situa-
tion in West Asia and other inter-
national issues.

The talks will cover a whole
range of issues. India and Algeria
maintain good relations and are
working closely in various interna-
tional fora like the non-aligned

- Western Sahara also has territorial

dispute .

movement, G-77 and G-15.

India de-recognised SADR' on
June 26 without giving any reason.
While recognising SADR, it had
allowed Polisario to open office in
New Delhi. SADR stakes claim on
the Western Sahara region west of
Africa. Morocco, situated north of

N

claims over the region.

JIndia and Algeria have had little
contact over the years. The last
meeting of Indo-Algerian joint
commission took place in Algeria
in June.

Mr Jaswant Singh met Algerian
foreign minister Youcef Yousifi
during the UN General Assembly
meeting. ;

He will call on President Abdel
Azia Bouteflika and the Prime
Minister besides minister for state
for foreign affairs Abdel Aziz
Belkhaden.

Secretary (East) K.V. Rajan had
also met Mr Youcef Yousfi in July
at Organisation of African Unity
conference in Lome.

T ————
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0 y India’ S West Asian stakes

By C. Raja Mohan \b

For nearly four decades, India could
nothing right about israel. Now it seems
Delhi cannot say anything critical about|Tel
Aviv. The unfolding crisis in West Asia haslex-
posed the difficult challenges facing India’s
new diplomacy towards the volatile region.

Caught between the imperatives of a new
cooperative relationship with Israel and the
traditional friendly ties with the Arab world,
India found itself flat-footed in responding to
the latest explosion of political tensions be-
tween Arabs and Israelis. It appeared that New
I3ethi was hoping the crisis would just go away
quickly.

For nearly a decade, the forward movement
in the Arab-Israeli peace process allowed India
to undertake much needed adjustments to its
West Asian policy. From total support to all the
Arab positions and a refusal to engage [srael
until the early 1990s, india has worked hard
over the last decade to rebalance its position in
the region.

But the new bonhomie between India and
Israel has tended to give the impression that
India might be moving from one extreme posi-
tion to another. The Government needs to
quickly correct the growing misperception
among the Arab nations that India’s new en-
gagement with Israel has stilled New Delhi's
political voice in West Asia.

The peace process has ground to a halt. Ten-
sions in the West Asian region are beginning to
boil over. A new and difficult phase in Arab-

Israeli relations has begun. if India sees itself

playing a larger role in the world, it just cannot
ignore developments in West Asia. It will have
to take public positions on important devel-
opments.
* India has a huge stake in sustaining the
peace process in West Asia. There is a big dan-
ger today that extremist forces on both sides
will push the region into a renewed countflict
- that will undermine the Indian interest in pur-
suing good relations. with both Israel and the
Arab nation.

Despite calls on the Government to reinvent
the past ideologeal approach to West Asia,
there is little %gon for India to return to the

old ways of doing diplomatic business in the
region. India needs to stick with some broad
principles, support pragmatic moves to defuse
tension, and lend whatever support it can for a
restoration of the peace process.

ko %

Politics has never been absent from the deci-
sions on Nobel prizes for peace and literature.
Cynics have always pointed to the Western ide-
ological interests that coloured these decisions
during the Cold War. The pattern might have
begun to change somewhat since the collapse
of the Soviet Union.

This year’s literature Nobel to a Chinese dis-
sident writer, Mr. Gao Xingjiang, may be seen
as fitting the old pattern of anti-communism.
But there can be no doubt that the award of the
peace prize to the South Korean President, Mr.
Kim Dae-jung, is a deserving one. A life-long
democrat who fought against authoritarianism
in his country and has now boldly engaged the

DIPLOMATIC NOTES

North Koreans, Mr.
choice for the prize.
Ideological biases, however, are not a mo-
nopoly of the West. They are equally evident in
the Indian decisions on the Jawaharlal Nehru
and Indira Gandhi prizes. They have mostly
gone to third world leaders who could be certi-
fied here as carrying impeccable non-aligned
credentials. India’s "anti-imperialist” orienta-
tion during the Cold War meant that Western
personalities, as a rule, did not fit the bill. The
only exception one can recall is the American
civil rights leader, Rev. Martin Luther King.

It does not appear that the wise old men who
make these decisions in New Dethi have en-
tirely gotten over the Cold War mindset. Other-
wise, could they not have thought of Mr. Kim
as a candidate for the Nehru prize?

The unavoidable politics associated with
high-profile prizes often create serious prob-
lems for the conduct of foreign policy. Recall
India’s decision a few years ago to award the
Nehru prize to Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi who has
been fighting to overthrow the militarv rule in

Kim is an appropriate

THE HINDU
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Myanmar. The announcement came right in

the middle of a joint campaign by Indian and .

Myanmarese armed forces against-the mili-
tants in the North East!

[ndian policy towards Myanmar over the last
decade was torn between the desire to support
democratic restoration in that country and the
importance of dealing with the military rulers.
Eventually, however, India worked out a policy
of “engaging’ the military leadership con-
structively without “endorsing’ their domesti
politics.

Diplomacy is all about words. In anno
the last minute change vesterday in the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh's
travel plans to Saudi Arabia, the spokesman of
the Foreign Office refused to 'use the word
“postponement’’. He preferred instead to talk
about the Saudi request to “defer” the visit.
Even better was his phrase about “reschedul-
ing” the trip.

The spokesman was determined not to gen-
erate any misperceptions about postponing a
highly sensitive visit that had been in the works
for more than a year. It was to be the first-ever
trip by an Indian Foreign Minister to Saudi
Arabia; a lot of diplomatic footwork went into
arranging it, and would hopefully take place
sooner than later.

Words may be the basic tools of trade for
diplomats, but their jargon is often confusing,
and needs to be translated into normal lan-
guage. Take for example the phrase “non-pa-
per’”. What in the world could a “non- paper”
be?

A non-paper is an informal but accurate way
in which a government could communicate
with another in a written form about a partic-
ular issue. A non-paper usually presents a
summary of points that have been made or will
be made by a diplomat to officials of the host
government in an oral presentation. The ob-
jective of the non-paper is to aid the memory
of the other side, but is not meant for quota-
tion or attribution as an authoritative state-
ment of the pgsion of the diplomat's
government,

e




%dla should condemn Israel for violence: CPI(M)

Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 14. The CPI(M) today said New
Delhi should demand a meeting of the U.N.
Security Council where Israel should be con-
demned for sponsoring violence in the West
Bank and Gaza against Palestinians.

In a statement here, the CPI(M) polit bureau
demanded that the Vajpayee Government
“immediately come out in clear-cut terms de-
nouncing the Israeli Government-sponsored
violence.” The party charged that the BjP-led
Government has reversed the traditional Indi-
an policy of firm support to the Palestinian

~ople for self-determination agamst Israeh

ression. Q. W W \9» AL
» BJP-led Government, it said, has en-
‘nto close ties with the Israeli Govern-

h \\ ment mcludmégs Lart?v cooperation and was

even seeking assistance from that country for
internal security mpatters in Kashmir.

“The Vajpayce Government cannot take a
position of neutrali¢y on the future of the Pal-
estinian people, a cause which India has up-
held ever since independence” the statement
said. The CPI(M) said Israeli security forces
have been conducting an undeclared war on
the Palestinian people for the past three weeks
and over a hundred Palestinians had been
shot dead by Israeli forces in the West Bank
and Gaza.

It said the Israeli Government was refusing
to implement important provisions of the
peace agreement and had now embarked up-
on a policy of “brutal repression” which has
sabotaged the prospects of a political settle-
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ment to ensure an independent state of Pal-
estine.

Cong. attacks Israeli action

The Congress has criticised the Isracli ac-
tion against the Palestinians at Ramallah as
“unwarranted and highly deplorable.”

[n a statement issued by the AICC spokes-
person, the party says that “the Palestinians
are entitled to their righttul place and to a life
of dignity in their own land, and the process of
resolving the issues through peaceful means
should be expedited.” Urging the Israeli au-
thorities not to resort to violence, the party
wants that such a recourse to violence against
“innocent civilians will spell the death knell to
the peace process and prevent it from reac-

hing its logical conclusion,"//
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/ dia’s help sought

in deralled
Asia pesce

The Times of India News Service

and Agencies
NEW DELHI: The Indian govern-
ment on Friday announced its deci-
sion to rush some medical supplies
to Palestine, claiming that its inter-
vention had been sought in the
West Asia peace process prior to
the escalation of violence, even
while it steered clear of taking a
stand on developments in the re-
gion,

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak has sent two letters to Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee in
the last few days—one of them ar-
riving on Thursday—explaining re-
cent developments from the Israeli
perspective. The Palestinian leader-
ship was also in touch with India.

Using generalities to spell out its
non-committal stand on the spi-
ralling violence between Israel and
the Palestinians, the ministry of ex-
ternal affairs called on both sides to
desist from provocative acts, use of
indiscriminate force and encour-
agement to violence. “This is not

est
SLATTANS

process

ed” a summit meeting which
Egyptian  President = Hosni
Mubarak had belatedly agreed to
hold to bring the U.S. President,
PLO chairman Yasser Arafat and
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak
together, The New York Times re-
ported.

The Palestinians on Thursday ac-
cused Israel of declaring “war” and
appealed for UN security council
action, as Mr Barak announced he
would form a crisis cabinet with the
right-wing opposition.

With the region on the brink, Mr
Clinton called for an immediate
cease-fire. “While I understand the
anguish of the Palestinians, there
can be no possible justification for
mob violence,” he told reporters at
the White House.

On the trouble front, Israeli gun-
ships made five raids on the West
Bank town of Ramallah where sol-
diers were lynched just hours earli-
er, hitting the Palestinian authori-
ty’s local office, police headquarters
and other targets. At least 30 peo-

simply an Israel-
Palestine or even
aregional issue, it
is a matter that

17 U.S. sailors die

ple were injured,
medical officials
said.

concerns all hu-
manity,” an offi-
cial statement by
the ministry said.
While India has
begun to show
signs of interven-
ing in the West
Asia peace
process, U.S. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton
has “now more or
less given up” his
West Asia peace
efforts, dealing yet
another blow to
hopes of reviving
the peace process
-in the violence-
tornregion.”
Mr Clinton on
~Thursday “reject-

in lemen blast

ADEN (Yemen): Seventeen U.S.
sailors died in an apparent bomb
attack on the ‘USS Cole’ while it
was refuelling in Yemen, U.S, offi-
cials said on Friday. American mil-
itary planes evacnated 22 of the
injured from Yemen to Germany
for medical treatment.

Navy officials in the U.S. said
the explosives experts who exam-
ined the ship’s damaged hull had
concluded that the blast came
from an external source, adding to
evidence that it was deliberate,

Western diplomats in Yemen
said the explosion seemed to be
the work of a well-organised
group, with good connections in
the port of Aden, who might have
provided the bombers with some

logistical support. (Agenciesj ~

Israel sent heli-
copters to blast
Palestinian tar-
gets in a step clos-
er to all-out war,
and decided to set
up an emergency
government with
hardliners after
three of its sol-
diers were
Iynched.

On the diplo-
matic front, the
U.S. said it would
strongly oppose
any moves to
raise the West
Asia crisis in the
UN security
council despite

Palestinian - ap-
~ peals p ;
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"7-year bid

\

S

for peace
in shreds

Jerusalem, Oct. 13 (Agencies):
Seven years of efforts for peace
in West Asia lay in tatters with
Israel and Palestine ignoring
calls for restraint and continu-
ing to battle each other.

As escalating violence raised
the spectre of all-out war in
the region, the US said it did
not have any conditions to hold-
ing a West Asia summit, appar-
ently dropping its insistence
that the warring sides first com-
mit to ending their 16 days of
clashes.

Israeli tank crews fired ma-
chine-guns in a clash that erupt-
ed today during a Palestinian
“march of rage” in Ramallah,
the West Bank town which Is-
raeli helicopter gunships rock-
eted yesterday.

There were no reports of ca-
sualties in the exchange of gun-
fire at a junction in Ramallah,
where two Israeli soldiers were
lynched by a mob yesterday.
Thousands of Palestinians,
some chanting for militants to
bomb Tel Aviv, took to the
streets of West Bank towns in
similar marches.

In Gaza City, a mob set fire to
a hotel and shops which, they
said, sold alcohol.

A protester was shot in He-
bron, raising the toll to 98 in the
renewed spell of violence that
has torpedoed the peace process.

In Washington, White House
spokesman Jake Siewert said
the US was not “setting any con-
ditions” for a meeting between
Palestine leader Yasser Arafat
and Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Barak.

But, Siewert added, Presi-
dent Bill Clinton is yet to take a
decision on convening the meet-
ing. Egypt has been mooted as
the potential host for a summit
as early as Sunday.

The US has closed public op-
erations at all its embassies and
consulates in West Asia for
three days.

[\West Asia
Wwarriors at
Delhi door

FROM PRANAY SHARMA 9

New Delhi, Oct. 13: Both Israel
and Palestine have requested
India to help broker truce in West
Asia and save the peace process
from collapse.

The twin requests have placed
Delhi in a piquant situation but
they are also an index of the grow-
ing respect it commands in the
region. While Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak telephoned
Atal Behari Vajpayee twice in the
past few days, Palestine leader
Yasser Arafat has sought Delhi’s
intervention through its repre-
sentative in the Gaza Strip.

India has so far taken care not
to tilt either way, only issuing a
plea to the warring groups to give
peace a chance in the embattled
region. It also sent a Rs 25-lakh
relief package for Palestinians
wounded in the violence.

Delhi will now have to do some
tightrope-walking. It has tradi-
tionally been a friend of the Pales-
tinians, but of late its ties with Is-
rael have deepened, specially
after the unconditional supportit
received during the Kargil war.

Jaswant Singh will take up the
issue of the crumbling peace talks
with Riyadh in the first-ever for-
eign ministerial visit to Saudi
Arabia next week. The talks will
aim at finding ways to salvage the
collapsing peace process. (See
Page 9)

The foreign ministry today
issued a statement condemning
the escalating violence in the re-
gion. “...deliberate acts of provo-
cation, excessive use of force,
wanton killings of innocents, in-
cluding most sadly, children, dese-
cration of places of worship, tak-

PR

ing - hostages and retaliatory
killing of soldiers... directly cause
a descent into uncontrollable
disorder.”

But Delhi took care not to
take sides. “This must cease. We
urge all sides to desist from
provocative acts, use of indis-
criminate force and encourage-
ment to violence. Peace must
immediately be restored, the West
Asia Peace Process not permitted
to collapse irretrievably. This
is not simply an Israel-Palestine
or even a regional issue, it is a
matter that concerns all of hu-
manity.”

A foreign ministry official also
said that Delhi was in touch with
both sides and “we will do whatev-
er we can to help improve the situ-
ation and send the two sides back
to the negotiating table.”

An earlier Indian statement
urging both sides to restore
normality did not go down well
with the Palestinians, who felt
India should have slammed the Is-
raeli hand in the violence in
stronger terms. Delhi, however,
refused to issue a statement that
may not have been satisfactory for
Tel Aviv.

Though India began normalis-
ing ties with Israel during
Narasimha Rao’s term, there has
been a distinct upswing in rela-
tions under the BJP regime.

Home minister L.K. Advani
and Jaswant Singh visited Israel
in June-July this year, inviting
much flak from Arab nations.

However, the critics fell
silent a month later, with
Arafat choosing to visit India in
August. Israeli leader Shimon

Peres soon follpwed in Arafat’s
footsteps. J :

-
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post-
pone hisvisit to Riyadh. The visit,
whenever it takes place, will be the first
high-level bilateral political exchange
between Saudi Arabia and India after a
gap of nearly four years. It will give more
substance to our relations with Saudi
Arabiawhich is the largest and most in-
fluential countryin the Guifregion. The
relations became tenuous during the
Iast two decades because of Saudi Ara-
bia’s involvement in the Afghan conflict,
with general support extended to Pak-
istan on the Kashmir issue and due to
the destruction of the Babri mosque.

The uncertainties - and distances
were basically of a political and strategic
nature. India’s establishing diplomatic

‘relations with Israel also generated so-
me reservations in the Saudi power
structure. Nearly one half of the total of
1.5 totwdmillion Indians working in the
countries of the Gulf work in Saudi Ara-
bia. Itis one of the major suppliers of pe-
troleum, products to ‘India. In the
broader context of global and regional
equations also, Saudi Arabia is and
should be an important focus of atten-
tion inour foreign poticy. It isone of the
most influential countries of the Organ-
isation of Islamic Countries (OIC).

It would be relevant to take note of
the overall foreign policy and strategic
concerns of Saudi Arabia as they have
evolved during the last two and a half
decades. The foremost concern.of the
Saudi powerstructure is tosustain itself
in power in the face of growing pres-
sures of modernisation, democratisa-
tion and the political consciousness and
aspirations of the people of the country.
The overthrow of the Shah of Iran by
Ayatollah Khomeini, revolution in
Afghanisation backed by Soviet inter-
ventionin that country and the territorial
and economic ambitions of Iraqin rela-
; tion to' the countries of the Gulf gener-

" ated a range of threat perceptions in

Saudi Arabia’s ruling efite. A security

structure which the US had sought to
put up on the twin pillars of its politico-
strategic equations with Iran and Saudi
Arabia crumbled with the revolution in

Iran, This benefitted Saudi Arabia be- -

cause the country became the focus of
attention and cooperation for the US.

-Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait and the ten-
.sionswith I'tan resultedin Saudi Arabia

being the fulcrum aroundwhich the US
built its strategic and
security arrangeme-
ntsin the region.
Given the volatile
situation in" Afgh--
anistan, Tajikistan, Ir- \i(
aq and the difficulties
being faced by the
Middle East peace
process, Saudi Arabia
is becoming the most -
important military

| J.N. ‘DIX/;I'
Saudi Arabia’s commitment to ensure safety

and freedom of navigation in the shipping lanes
and -trade routes is of vital interest to India

\/V

US’s strategic position in the Gulf re-
gion which'remains unchanged. Presi-
dent Carter initiated his doctrine on
the subject in January 1980 when he

stated: “Let our (US’s) position be ab-

solutely clear. Any attempt by an out-
side force to gain control of the Persian
Gulf region will be recorded as an as-
sault on the vital interests of the US
and such an assault will be repelled by

any meansnecessary, .

including military fo-

prepared to work wi-
th other countries in

the region to share a
cooperative  frame-
work that respects
differing values and
political beliefs, yet
which enhances the
independence, secu-

ree. Finally, we are -

‘Saudi Arabia and cooperative rela-

power in the region. The responsibility
for the security of the Gulf region
should primarily rest with the countries
of the region- While permanent military
presence of foreign powers should be
avoided, foreign military assistance

- should be allowed when necessary for

regional securityin the Gulf. The coun-
tries of the Gulf should remain commit-
ted to the territorial integrity of the

states of the region, Mutual assistance’

should be arranged between the coun-
tries of the region against subversion
and arrangements for cooperation
should be established in intelligence
matters. The countries of the Gulf
should ensure freedom of navigation as
itisofvital interest to them, No extrare-
gionat power should be allowed to'dom-
inate the Gulf.

These elements of the Saudi secu-
nty doctrine are undersigned by the

tity and prosperity of all.”

President Reagan elaborated US
policies further in May 1987 when he
stated: “The use of the vital sea lanes of
the Persian Gulf will not be dictated by
the Iranians. These lanes will not be al-
lowed to come under the control of the
Soviet Union, the Persian Gulf will re-
mainopen for navigation for nations of

- theworld.” The reference to the Soviet

Union in his statement was in the con-
textof the massive Soviet military pres-

ence in istan. This approach of
the US backed up the Saudi Arabian
intentions of resisting the Soviet pres-
ence not only on strategic and political
grounds but on religious grounds. The
US and Saudi Arabia became opera-
tional supporters of the anti-Soviet
campaign in Afghanistan, The Saudi
intelligence agency and Saudi money
were factors which sustained the Tesis-
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Need to tap the goodwill in Rlyadh

}“,_Brldgmg the Gulf

tance to the Soviet Union which ulti-
mately resulted in the Soviet with-
drawal from Afghanistan.

There is a substantive mutuality of l
economic interesfs in spheres of trade
and in the energy seetor. India as an |
important source of skilled manpower |
servicing the Saudi Arabian economy
is of interest to Saudi Arabia. The for-
eign exchange remittances of Indians
working in Saudi Arabia constituté an
important segment of India’s foreign
exchange earnings. Saudi Arabia’s
commitment to ensure safety and free-
dom of navigation in the shipping lanes
and trade routes is of vital interest to
India. The OIC secretariat is located in

tionship with Saudi Arabia would help
India establish linkages with the OIC
countries to influence them to some
extent to temper Pakistan’s adversarial
attitude towards India.

One must acknowledge that the
prospects of thiswill remain limited. On
issues related to Jammu and Kashmir,
the Saudi position has been ambiguous |
towards India and generally supportive
of Pakistan. But given the shifts in the
US policies since the Kargil conflict,

'
§

“Saudi Arabia would be marginally more

receptive about our views on J&K
which Jaswant Singh will no doubt artic-
ulate-during his visit. It is on cross-bor-
der terrorism, the role of the Taliban
and other religious extremists in J&K
that Indiashould undertake an in-depth
discussion with Saudi Arabia. The chief
of intelligence of Saudi Arabia has infl-
ence both in Pakistan and with the T,
iban. Indiawouldlike to discuss with t'e
Saudi authorities its concerns abyt
cross-border terrorism and relate js- |
sues asmufualunderstanding and$me
cooperation between Saudi Arabi and
Indiain this sphere is of special irerest
and importance to India. One zcalls
that some doubts and misunde'tand-
mgshavemﬂtedfmmJasvammgh’ .
visit to Israel this summier. Nedless po
say, these need tobe remavex




\X \D By C. Raja Mohan H{),H

NEW DELHI, OCT. 14. As international diplomatic efforts
to contdin the explosive situation in West Asia
moved iNto high gear today, the long- awaited visit
by the External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
to Saudi Avabia has been postponed.

The request for deferring Mr. Singh’s visit came
from Riyadh this morning. Saudi Arabia, a crucial
player in West Asian politics, is deeply involved in
the intensified consultations among the Arab states
to address the rising tensions with Israel.

Leaders from key Arab states have been arriving in
Riyadh for talks with the Saudi leadership on how
best to cope with the current confrontation in West
Asia.

A wave of popular anger against Israel and the
s ited States is sweeping across the Arab world and
ti=nteaders of the Arab nations are under some pres-
sure to be seen as acting.

The United Nations Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi
Annan, has ghfeady nudged the Israeli Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Ebdd Barak, and the Palestinian leader, Mr.

“Jaswant’s Saﬁ&li visit put off

Yasser Arafat, to meet in Egypt on Monday. The U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, and his Egyptian coun-

terpart, Mr. Hosni Mubarak, are expected to nd

the meeting. 9 N QN \/e
Meanwhile, preparations are on for a summit of

the Arab League in Cairo on October 21 and 22. The

leaders of Egypt, Syria and Saudi Arabia are meeting
in Riyadh on Monday.

Mr. Singh was to reach Riyadh on Tuesday on a
three- day visit. Both New Delhi and Riyadh had
attached considerable importance to the visit, the
first ever by an Indian Foreign Minister.

Official sources in the Ministry of External Affairs
here say India and Saudi Arabia are likely to work
out a set of mutually convenient dates for Mr,
Singh'’s trip through diplomatic channels.

According to a spokesman of the Foreign Office
here, the Saudi authorities have expressed regret at
the inconvenience caused. The Government of Sau-
di Arabia has expressed hope that the visit, for which
meticulous preparations had been made, could be
rescheduled in the near future.

P
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Jaswant Singh
meets PM

By Our Special Correspondent

MUMBAI, OCT. 14. The External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
was today the lone visitor of the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, who is recuperating at
Breach Candy Hospital here.

The doctors looking after Mr.
Vajpayee did not allow any other
visitor.

It is not known what transpired
between Mr. Vajpavee and Mr.
Singh who has just faced criticism
from his senior Ministerial col-
league, the Home Minister, Mr.
LK. Advani for accompanying
terrorists released in exchange for
the Indian Airlines passengers at
Kandhhar.

The Upion Information Ttech-

nolo inister, Mr. Pramod Ma-
hajaf, who briefed the press
abdut the Prime Minister's health

aid that Mr. Vajpayee was doing
well and had his physiotherapy

/ and exercises.

The Prime Minister's left-knee
joint was replaced in a surgery
last Tuesday.

Ranawat leaves
for New York

MUMBAI, OCT. 14. The U.S.-based
orthopaedic surgeon, Dr. Chi-
tranjan Ranawat, who operated
upon the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, will leave for
New York late tonight.

Dr. Ranawat, who runs the Cen-
tre for Total Joint Replacement at
New York's Lennox Hill hospital,
is considered among the world's
best orthopaedic surgeons.

He examined the Prime Minis-
ter during his visit to the U.S. and
advised him to undergo surgery.

Since Dr. Ranawat is comfort-
able with the dociors at the
Breach Candy hospital he pre-
ferred to perform the surgery here
rather than in New Delhi.

He operated upon the Prime
Minister and also performed a
similar surgery on the Attornev-
General, Mr. Soli Sorabjcc//l)Nl




By K. K. Katyal

NEW DELHI, OCT. 17. The Vajpayee
Government'’s reaction to the
latest West Asia developments
has revived strains on the
foreign policy consensus which
appeared in the recent past with
increased frequency. As a matter
of fact, West Asia — or New
Delhi’s move to strengthen ties
with Israel and the avoidably
shrill overtones, acquired by it —
evoked bitter exchanges between
the ruling side and the
Opposition, well before the
eruption of violence and the
<urrent sharpening of
confrontation between
Palestinians and Israelis. In
particular, the utterances of two

. Ministers during their visits to

Tel Aviv led to bitter
controversies over what
otherwise was an
unexceptionable initiative to

. expand options in international

dealings.

New Delhi adopted a truly
non-aligned posture when it
called upon both Israel and
Palestine to put an end to
violence with a view to rescuing
the peace process. Or when it
said “the continuation, indeed
escalation of violence, deliberate
acts of provocation, wanton

i —

killings of innocents, including
children, desecration and
damage to places of worship,
taking hostages and retaliatory

illings of soldiers contribute
directly to a descent into
uncontrollable disorder”. India,
on the one hand, did not
apportion the blame and, on the
other, avoided diplomatic
involvement, not responding
positively to calls for
“intervention” by either side
(before the situation took the
present alarming turn).

The Congress and Left parties
were quick to decry the
Government for what was seen
as a pro-Israel tilt and departure
from the traditional pro-Arab
stand. They linked the official
stand to the decision to seek
Israel’s help in dealing with
security matters in Jammu and
Kashmir. The two parties were
forthright in attacking Israeli
actions.

On the other hand, those
supporting the Government
stand defended non-involvement
in a prickly situation. Also, it was
seen in line with the position
that the traditional ties with the
Arabs would not be allowed to
suffer by the initiatives to
enhance relations with Israel.
Before the current spurt of

violence and the sea change
brought about by it in the
region, India was not apologetic
about its Israel policy, drawing
attention to most of the Arab
countries mending fences with
the Jewish state.

Then there was a third view
which justified a neutral stand,
referring to a lack of
understanding by the Arab
states, on their own, or through
the Organisation of Islamic
Countries (OIC), of India’s
position on its problems with
Pakistan and on Kashmir.

West Asia was the third major
issue — dealings with South
Africa and nuclear matter being
the other two — on which the
Opposition, the Congress in
particular, demarcated itself
from the official line. (At one
stage, China policy too was
included in this category). So
strong were the reservations that
the Congress planned parallel
diplomacy, publicly mooting
proposals for sending its
delegations to China and South
Africa. The idea was not
pursued, however.

There was absolutely no basis
for the misperception among a
section of diplomats that Saudi
Arabia sought postponement of
the External Affairs Minister, Mr.

West Asia crisis tells on
"™ foreign policy consensus

Jaswant Singh'’s visit, because of
its pique at India’s stand on
West Asia. There was firm
evidence to the contrary. Riyadh
suggested a visit at a later date
because it suddenly — and
without warning, as it were —
found itself involved in
consultations over the present
grave situation. From India’s
standpoint, the plan for the
ministerial visit was of utmost
importance.

Of all Arab states, Saudi Arabia
had taken the hardest line
against India: this stand was also
reflected in the OIC — Riyadh
called most of the shots in the
functioning of the Secretariat of
the organisation, from which
had emanated the documents,
based on Pakistani versions. A
high-level interaction with Saudi
Arabia could provide an
opportunity for the two sides to
know each other’s position.

Mr. Singh'’s trip became a
casualty of the timing of the
West Asian crisis. That at a time
of his discomfiture, caused by
the Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani’s critical reference to his
action in taking the freed
militants in his plane to
Kandahar during the Indian
Airlines plane hijacking episo.
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/E/ evit frowns at,
7 Pak § junta,
looks through

terror export

i give an impetus to
" bilateral relations

| STATESMAN NEWS smv&

NEW DELHI, April 1. — The
Turkish Prime Minister teday
expressed unhappi-
ness over the mili-
tary coup in
Pakistan and
called for an early §
return to democra-

idenAatifying
Pakistan as a
source of terrorism
and stressed on the
need for India and
Pakistan to have a
dialogue.

While justifying
his decision not to
visit Pakistan on
the grounds that
he did not want to §
confuse his visit to [
India, which was to

Mr Ecevit said
Turkey was not
happy with the

nuclear tests, the Turkish
Prime Minister emphasised
that bilateral relations would
not be affected by the differ-
ences.
3 Mr Ecevit
said his
country had
suffered a
great deal
A from cross-
{ border ter-
. rorism and
j would try to
Jincrease
| internation-
al coopera-
tion against
! terrorism.
| In response
i to a pointad
guestion cn
Pakistan’s

| expost  of
| terror how-
1 ever, Mr

P Ecevit satd
P Turkey did
i not specify
j any country,

interruption of . Mr Fcevit
democracy in M Bulem.Ecevnt inspects a quard of Jescribed
Pakistan and this  fonourin New Delhion Friday. (10 prosent
had been conveyed - APPTI _ regime in
to General Pervez Afghanis-

Musharraf, when the latter vis-
ited Turkey soon after the
coup.

Mr Ecevit, who has himself
resisted military intervention
in his country in the past and
been tried in military courts
and faced imprisonment thrice,
said that while Turkey valued
its relations with Pakistan, it
could not support any military
regime.

Expressing hope that dia-
logue would resoive all issucs
between India and Pakistan,
including that of Kashmir, Mr
Ecevit said he had been
informed by the Pakistan
ambassador in Turkey on the
eve of his visit here that
Pakistan wanted to take up the
Kashmir issue through a dia-
logue without resorting to mili-
tary measures.

Turkey and Greece too were
solving their problems through
dialogue.

While disagreeing with
India’s decision to carry out

tan as an anachronism and
said it would not be able to con-
tinue for long. Hewever, he
said few were conceined about
the modernisation of Afghanis-
tan, viewing it only in terms of
its strategic importance.
Turkey and India should be
able to discuss ways and
means of helping Afghanistan
become a modern state, he
aaid,

While refusing te corument on
Pakistan's role in Afghanisian,
Mr Ecevit, however, said it was
wrong and harmful for any
country te encourage the
Taliban regime.

The joint statement issued by
the two countries dwells on the
situation in Afghanistan with
the two countries supporting
UN efforts, expressing their
opposition to any military
resolution of the Afghan crisis,
and calling for a cassation of
external interference of all sorts
including the supply of weap-
ons.

THE STATESMAN
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By C. Raja Moh

NEW DELHI, APRIL. 1. India has won
a new political partner in West
Asia. High-level consultations
here with the visiting Prime Min-
ister of Turkey, Mr. Bulent Ecevit,
have helped consolidate India’s
burgeoning ties with a large Is-
lamic nation at the crossroads of
Europe, West Asia and Central
Asia.

Reaffirming their common
commitment to secularism, de-
mocracy and rule of law, India
and Turkey have resolved to in-
tensify their cooperation in the
war against international terror-
ism.

The joint statement to be is-
sued tomorrow at the end of Mr.
Ecevit's three-day visit, the two
sides will proclaim that the
shared values of “‘secularism and
democracy” are the foundations
of a new political relationship be-
tween the two nations.

India and Turkey will also de-
clare their “conviction” that the
suppression of international ter-
rorism, “regardless of its origin
and motivation” is an “essential
element” for maintenance of in-
ternational peace and security.

The new bonhomie between
India and Turkey and their pro-
claimed opposition to terrorism
and extremism are likely to be
viewed with dismay in Pakistan.

ndia wins over Turkey

gﬁ’ Turkey, a long-standing ally of

Pakistan, is now seeking to build a
new relationship with India dis-
carding the baggage of the past.
This is a signal to Pakistan that
many of the leading Islamic na-
tions are increasingly wary of the
extremist course that Islamabad
has chosen.

Mr. Ecevit left no one in doubt
here about the waning signifi-
cance of the historic ties with Pa-
kistan and the need for modernity
and moderation in the Islamic
world.

‘Not happy with Pak. rule’

At a press conference here this
morning, Mr. Ecevit said Turkey
was “not happy” with the military
rule in Pakistan and called for an
early restoration of democracy
there. Asked about his decision
not to stop over in Islamabad, Mr.
Ecevit said his objective was “to
give a new impetus to relations
with India” and did not want to
mix it up with a visit to Pakistan.

Referring to the new winds of
democracy in the Islamic world,
Mr. Ecevit said, Turkey has dem-
onstrated that “Islam and democ-
racy are compatible” and this
should be “an example for the
rest of the Islamic nations.”

In an important move, India

and Turkey have agreed to inten-
sify their cooperation in Central

Asia and in finding a peaceful so-
lution to the crisis in Afghanistan.

Expressing concern over the

human rights violations in Af-
ghanistan and the increased nar-
cotics production there, India and
Turkey have affirmed that there
can be no military solution to the
problems of Afghanistan, and de-
manded that all external interfe-
rence should cease in that
country.

Mr. Ecevit declared that “the
present regime in Afghanistan is
an anachronism out of tune with
the modern world”, and indirect-
ly criticised Pakistan for support-
ing the Taliban. He insisted that
India and Turkey must “find ways
to help Afghanistan become a
modern state.”

As an Indophile who has trans-
lated parts of Gita and Rabindra-
nath Tagore's Gitanjali, Mr.
Ecevit has left here for a ‘‘senti-
mental journey” to Shantiniketan
in West Bengal where he will be
conferred the award of “Deshi-
kottama".

Mr. Ecevit, who keeps translat-
ing verses from the Gita, said the
book has been a valuable guide in
his political life.

When confronted with many
difficult choices in his long politi-
cal career, Mr. Ecevit said he turn-
ed to Lord Krishna's sermon to
Arjuna.
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Tirkey signs MoU with India

Apratim Mukarji .
New Delhi, Aprit 1 Q¢ W u’.

1 vt
TURKEY TODAY declared its
uncompromising’ opposition to
military dictatorship and hoped
that democracy would be restored
in Pakistan.

At the same time, Turkey said
that it admired India's "attach-
ment" to democracy and adher-
ence to secularism despite severe
problems. :

India and Tutkey signed a
Memorandum of' Understanding
yesterday for establishing a politi-
cal consultation mechanism

scientific

Meanwhile, the visiting 1
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit told
a group of journalists here today,
"We are of course not happy about
the interruption of democracy in
Pakistan.

We hope that uninterrupted
democracy should be established
in the country ultimately. We
attach great importance to our

HINDUST
-9 APR 20

relations with Pakistan but we can-
not support any military regime for
any purpose.”

He added that he had personally
expressed his wish for an early
restoration of democracy to
General Pervez Musharraf, the
Chief Executive of Pakistan, and
recommended that  General
Musharraf should announce the
date of return of democracy to the
country.

Speaking as the leader of a long-
suffering victim of terrorism, he
said, "We are against terrorism of
any sort but we do not specify any
country.”




goq/soft towards Gaddaf;

Vijay Dutt
London, April 1

ong,
‘Libyan strong-
man Col
Mummar
| Gaddafi s
4 within the
striking distance of getting back
into the good graces of European
Union and thereby gain interna-
tional acceptance.

He is about to recognise Israel
and declare acceptance of norms
for democracy and human rights,

Col Gaddafi is sleéd to meet EU
leaders at the first EU-Africa sum-
mit in Cairo starting on Monday.
EC chief Romano Prodi had only a
few weeks ago triggered a row
when he fixed a meeting with the
Libyan leader. Prodi was com-
pelled to back down.

According to diplomats the melt-
down had begun when Gaddafi
agreed to hand over the two
Lockerbie bombing suspects for
trial and now he is reportedly will-
ing to adopt a more conciliatory
stance for an Euro-Med dialogue.

The West is more than ready to
meet him halfway because it is con-
vinced that Col Gaddafi has

renounced his help for terrorism.

Britain and other EU members
are also encouraged by the mel-
lowing of the US attitude towards
Libya. A 20-member team is flying
from Washington to the Libyan
capital. The EU leaders are anx-
ious to show at the Cairo meet,
their concern for development in
Africa, after over two-decade long
pre-occupation in tackling issues in
eastern and central Europe.

The lead for putting back Libya
on international forums has been
taken by Portugal, which holds the
revolving presidency of EU, It has
very good relations with Col
Gaddafi.
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/ Not a Pipedream

Back to Iran Gas Pipeline Option

(\\/W \

PEC s in the news again as the

world holds its breath wonder-
ing whether output will be in-
creased and oil prices decline from
the current level of around $30 per
barrel. Meanwhile, the oil import
bill in India as in other major oil-
importing countries, is straining the
economy, with global oil prices
having almost trebled in the past
two years.

There is consequently renewed
interest within the government in
large-scale imports of natural gas
from neighbouring countries, with
active negotiations between India
and Iran. In fact, a high-level Indian
team is in Iran at present to discuss
a proposal developed in 1989 for
the supply of natural gas from the
southern region of Iran to India
through Pakistan. Gen Pervez
Musharraf has also expressed his
support for an onshore pipeline.

However, concerns about the se-

curity of supply of large quantities
of gas to India, dependent on tran-
sit through Pakistan, remain high.
Hence, several other options for
import of natural gas are being ex-
plored. The ministry of external af-
fairs (MEA) is taking a particular
interest in this option mainly be-
cause Foreign Minister Jaswant
Singh knows this subject well.

The question is often asked, why
are we so eager to import natural
gas when we have enough coal in
this country? The answer lies in the
fact that the Indian economy has to
develop as a multi-fuel one. Given
current trends, we can anticipate
substantial increases in consump-
tion of coal and oil, with the
prospect of oil consumption itself
reaching upwards of 350 million
tonnes by the year 2025 and coal
production in the range of one bil-
lion tonnes a year. Qur interests in
ensuring stable and secure supply
of energy favour gas and moving
away from the path of growing de-
pendence on oil imports. There are
also major environmental benefits
in the use of natural gas, which
could become a major source of en-
ergy over the next 30-40 years, by
when renewable sources of energy
should take up a large share.

Itis Iran which is interested in the
large-scale supply of gas to India.
The geographical location of Iran’s
reserves makes India, perhaps, the
only major market that it can ser-
vice. It is in Iran’s and Pakistan’s in-
dividual interests to think of a gas
pipeline all the way to India be-
cause the size of India’s imports
would allow for economies of scale.

%

By R K PACHAURI

India’s options for a pipeline
from Iran are not limited to the
land route. Our current preference
is for getting Iranian gas bypassing
Pakistan’s land area and preferably
laying a pipeline offshore along a
shallow sea route. The other option
would be to lay a deep-sea pipeline
far from Pakistani territory, but the
technology for this and mainte-
nance arrangements still raise
many doubts, because deep-sea gas
pipeline technology has not yet
been tried on this scale anywhere
in the world. Still another option
for India is to import gas from
Iran as LNG.

Our security establishment is nat-
urally against the overland pipeline
option involving Pakistan, but there
are means by which our interests
and the reliability of supply can be
secured. First, the pipeline can and
should be financed largely by inter-
national stakeholders, so that the fi-
nangcial loss, if any, from supply dis-
ruptions is borne by other players
also, who are in a position to put

fe————=_IN BRIEF

¢ India has renewed its interest
in an onshore natural gas
pipeline from Iran

» Opting for natural gas will
reduce dependence on oil
imports

* There are many routes we can
opt for, but the land route
through Pakistan is the most
viable

* Amutually interlocking
agreement with Pakistan on
the pipeline would be
beneficial to both parties

pressure on Pakistan. US compa-
nies would need to be engaged,
even though current US sanctions
against Iran make that question-
able. Second, it is entirely possible
for India to get into an arrangement
for supplies larger than its own
needs, and part of the gas received
could be converted into LNG and
supplied to Japan and Korea, mak-
ing them major stakeholders. Also,
an arrangement can be worked out
whereby part of the gas that is sup-
plied to India is used for power gen-
eration close to our western bor-
ders, and electricity produced sup-
plied entirely to Pakistan.

Such a mutually interlocking
agreement would prevent Pakistan
disrupting the supply of gas.
Also, the contractual arrangement

should be such that India pays only
for the gas that is actually received,
and the penalty clauses for disrup-
tions on Pakistani territory could
be severely punitive. Concurrently,
Iran would also be in a position to
pressure Pakistan, because it would
lose revenue for supplies that do
not take place. In essence, there-
fore, the option involving transit
through Pakistan overland need
not be dismissed outright. If
Pakistan is serious about doing
business according to international
rules and ethics, it would have
to withdraw sponsorship of
terrorist activities.

Nobody can deny that with the
current state of damaged relations
between India and Pakistan, any
bold initiative would hardly find
favour among politicians and ex-
perts dealing with security issues,
but the urgency of natural gas im-
ports requires India to take every
possible supply option seriously
and to go the extra mile in explor-
ing the finer details of how imports
can be arranged. In fact, we have
lost a lot of time over the last 11
years in not pursuing these options
seriously. There are two reasons
why our efforts in some of these ar-
eas have lacked determination and
perseverance. First, the country has
not elevated energy issues to a level
of, say, economic reforms, and we
really do not have an energy policy.

The other reason lies in the fact
that for much too long it was be-
lieved that natural gas being in lim-
ited supply should be reserved only
for petrochemicals, fertilisers and
so-called value-added products, but
not used as a fuel. It is curious that
when committees chaired by distin-
guished officials were stressing this
point, the former Soviet Union, at
the height of the cold war, was go-
ing ahead with its massive pipeline
deal to supply natural gas to
western Europe.

The prime minister set up a group
for Hydrocarbon Vision 2025,
which has come out with a forward-
looking report for the hydrocarbon
sector. But this in some sense would
be incomplete unless a similar
matching vision with clearly identi-
fied actions is developed for the en-
ergy sector as a whole. Any such vi-
sion would clearly identify the ben-
efits of India importing substantial
quantities of natural gas from its
neighbourhood, and this can be-
come a part of the agenda and plans
of the ministry of external affairs,
the energy-related ministries and,
of course, the finance ministry.



/ﬁélhi opens channel to
Gulf gfith J aswant visit

FROMPRANAY S

New Delhi, Oct. 6: After ignoring
Saudi Arabia’s existenge for
decades, India has finally woken
up to its importance.

Delhi’s decision to send
Jaswant Singh to Saudi Arabia
— the first-ever visit by an Indi-
an foreign minister to that coun-
try — indicates its keenness to
play ameaningful role in the
Gulf and engage with all the key
. playersin theregion. .

Singh will leave on October
15 for the three-day official tour.
- He will also visit Qatar after his
Riyadh engagement is over,

The visit couldn’t have been
better timed. It takes place when
Pakistan has already opened up
channels with Russia, one of Del-
hi’s closest allies. And though
it may not have been planned
that way, by engaging with
Riyadh — Islamabad’s main
backer — Delhi can, to some ex-
tent, unsettle the Pervez
Musharraf regime.

Foreign ministry sources said
Singh is likely to interact
with King Fahd, the ruler and
Prime Minister of the country,
and Crown Prince Abdullah bin
Abdul Aziz, the deputy Prime
Minister and commander of
the Royal Guards, and other
senior and important Saudilegd

ers. The foreign iminister is. . .
scheduled|to visit both Riyadh
~ which draw millions of Muslims
" from all over the world.

and Jeddah during his stay.
Saudi Arabia’s importance in

the region stems from a number

of reasons. Not only does it have

Jaswant Singh

25 per cent of the world’s oil re-
serves, it also has a substantial
amount of natural gas.

Then, apart from being an en-

* ergy-rich country, it is also home

to more than 15 lakh Indian
professionals who send back
over four bhillion dollars every
year.

The country is also an impor-
tant member among Gulf na-
tions and a key player in the Or-
ganisation of Islamic Countries,
which has regularly come out
with anti-India reselutions. The
powerful Wahabi sect, to which
even the ruling family belongs,
has a strong influence in the Is-
lamic world.

Moreover, the ruling family
~fgtite “custodian™ of Mecca and

‘Medina — the two most impor-
tant Islamic places of worship —

So far, India’s Saudi Arabia
connection has been limited to

‘sion! According to sourcés, the

jts energy requitements and the
country’s importance as a pro-
fessional destination. |,

Delhi imports 7.5 million met-
ric tonnes of crude oil and other
petroleum products worth $ 2.18 |
billion from Saudi Arabia every
year. Its exports, mainly agro-
based products, come up to only
around $ 766 million.

Saudi Arabia is also a key ally
of the US in the region. Given its
current camaraderie with Wash-
ington, Delhi can now tell
Riyadh that their relationship
needs to be re-interpreted, espe-
cially because of the changed
world order in the post-Cold War
period.

The visit could also correct a
major flaw in India’s foreign pol-
icy towards the Gulf.

In the past, Indian leaders
have not shown much of an in-
terest in Saudi Arabia. This was
mainly because of Riyadh’s pro-
Pakistan stand on Kashmir and
other issues on which the neigh-
bours differed.

However, Singh has already
embarked on a policy to make
India play a more meaningful
role in the Gulf.

Developments in Afghani-
stan, where the ruling Taliban
militia is recognised by Riyadh,
could also come up for discus:

situation in Iraq and Indo-Pak
relations are some of the other
key issues likely to come under
focus during the foreign minis-
ter’s discussions with the Saudi
leadership.
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