_Putin calls -

for reduced
N-arsenal

l CIATED PRESS Q{,V

M}) COW, March 31. -—
Russgia’s President-elect, Mr
Vladimir Putin, who chose a
key nuclear weapons centre for
his first post-election trip,
today called for quick ratifica-
tion of the long-delayed START
II nuclear arms treaty with the
USA and further
cuts in nuclear
arsenals.

“We are setting
the task to free
the world from
piles of excessive
weapons,” Mr
Putin said in
Snezhinsk city,
known
Chelyabinsk- 70
during Soviet
times, a major
nuclear weapons
design and pro-
duction facility in
the Chelyabinsk
region about 950 miles east of
Moscow.

Mr Putin said he ordered
defence and foreign ministry
officials to step up consulta-
tions in parliament to prepare
for the START II ratification.

The 1993 treaty was ratified
by the US Senate in 1996, but
Communists and other hardlin-
ers who dominated the Russian
parliament have balked at rati-
fying the treaty, saying START
I would hurt Russia’s security.

Communists lost control of
the State Duma, parliament’s
lower House, after a strong
showing of pro-government

Mr Vladimir Putin

modera&s‘m ecember’s par-
liamentary elections, and law-
makers are now expected to
move faster toward ratification.

START II would halve US .
and Russian nuclear arsenals
to between 3,000 and 3,500
warheads each, and prelimi-
nary talks have already begun
on the new START III treaty

that would
7| envisage deeper
cuts. .

“Russia is
holding and will
continue talks
on further cuts
in the strategic
offen 5 ive

" Mr
‘said,
according to
Russian news
reports.

In a speech to
Snezhinsk
workers, Mr
Putin said the
nuclear weapons industry
should find a reasonable way to
convert to civilian production,
avoiding “thoughtless restruc-
turing and layoffs”.

Over the past several years,
thousands of workers at the
centre have repeatedly gone on
strike to demand back wages,
as once-lavish government
funding has ground to a near :
halt. Shrinking defence spend-
ing has also led to layoffs, and
workers have found it difficult
to find civilian jobs in cities
like Snezhinsk, which have
remained closed to outsiders
for security reasons. ] /
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and decline Russia is fi-
nally turning round.
Twelve months after its
first post-Soviet President, Mr.
Boris Yeltsin, handed over the re-
ins of power on New Year eve to
his chosen successor, Mr. Viadi-
mir Putin, the economy has post-
ed a seven per cent growth, the
highest in 30 years. Economic re-
covery is still shaky and largely
depends on record-high oil pric-
es. To achieve stable growth Rus-
sia  must  attract  foreign
investment and increase exports.
Hence, Mr. Putin’s preoccupa-
tion with foreign policy, which in
line with his declared concept is
to serve a very pragmatic goal of
facilitating the economic revival
at home.

f

Mr. Putin has hecome ¢gpe of —

PO G [P TURE VY

_the world’s most widely travelled
leaders. Over the past eight
months he has made 19 foreign
-visits and received at least as

.-many foreign dignitaries at the
Kremlin. His bristling activity
stands in stark contrast with the
near-total immobility of the ail-
. ing Mr. Yeltsin towards the end of
his rule.

The contrast with Mr. Yeltsin's
foreign policy is even more glar-
. ing. Mr. Putin has broken with
. the whimsical, bombastic, bear-
. hugging diplomacy of his prede-
cessor in favour of an assertive
and purposeful foreign policy
_within the constraints of Russia’s
. drastically reduced military and
economic might. Mr. Putin has
overcome the syndrome of Rus-
sia’s post-Soviet weakness and
.,excessive focus on the United
States. Moscow has learnt to con-
. duct a multi-vectral foreign pol-
icy without looking back at
., Washington.
Russia’s recent decision to
ditch a 1995 confidential accord
.:with the U.S. to halt weapon sales
to Iran is a graphic example of
Mr. Putin’s new foreign policy.
. Washington, which continues to
blacklist Iran as a “sponsor of ter-
rorism”’, has threatened to slap
economic sanctions against Rus-
. sia, but Mr. Putin says he is not to
-be pushed around. “We will nev-
. er allow anyone to dictate their
~will to us, he said at a recent
--meeting of top military brasshats
;-in Moscow.
It is not just to poke a thumb in
Washington’s eye that Moscow is
~forging ties with countries la-
‘belled “‘rogue states’” by the U.S.
It is driven by pragmatic eco-
nomic and strategic interests.
-Arms supplies to Iran are expect-
ed to bring billions of dollars to
Russia in the next few years.
: Moreover, Kremlin sources say
Iran may emerge as Russia’s stra-
tegic partner, like India or China,

M Com

FTER 10 years of chaoé\(/

g into its own

Under Mr. Putin, Russia has learnt to
conduct a multi-vectral foreign policy

without looking back at Washmgton, :J

writes VLADIMIR RADYUHIN

and do not rule eut Mr. Putin’s
visit to Tcheran next year.

He has imparted ncw momen-
tum to Russian ties with India
and China and became the first
Russian leader to visit North Ko-
rea. This week Mr. Putin will trav-
el to Cuba to revive bilateral
economic cooperation that fiz-
zled out after the collapse of the
Soviet Union, and to Canada,
which shares Russia’s concerns
about U.S. plans to scrap the 1972
Anti Ballicric Miccile Trpafv Rus-

sia recently opened talks with Li-
bya for military contracts, defied
the U.S.-imposed "no-fly zone”

Mr. Viadimir Putin entertains Mr. Tony Blair at the Kremlin...

in Iraq to start humanitarian aid
flights to Baghdad, and moved to
reassert its role in the West Asian
peace process.

Mr. Putin has drastically over-
hauled Mr. Yeltsin’s inept and
rudderless policy towards the for-
mer Soviet republics, moving to
forge closer economic and mili-
tary ties with pro-Moscow states,

such as Belarus.and Kazakhstan, ..
and taking a tough stand against.

those which ignore Russian na-
tional interests. Russia has
slapped visa restrictions against

“"to build & nahonal mlssij””

Georgia, which shelters Chechen
rebels, and charted out a new
pipeline to Curope to bypass gas-
stealing Ukraine.

In a further unravelling of Mr.
Yeltsin’s foreign policy, Russia
ruled out handing over to Japan
the disputed Kuril islands, a pos-
sibility Mr. Yeltsin hinted at two
years ago. At a Foreign Ministers’
conference of the Organisation
for Security and Cooperation in
Europe a week ago Russia refused
to set a timeframe for honouring
the commitments Mr. Yeltsin

made a year ago at an OSCE sum-
mit in Istanbul — to dismantle

Russian military bases in the ex-
Soviet republic of Georgia, with-
draw troops from Moldova and
allow an OSCE mission into

Chechnya. Last month Russia de- .

ployed nuclear-capable long-
range bombers at its Arctic’s

bases to probe North America air |
defences. The Russian military -

said the bombers could be i
expenswe responge to ULS..

s

fence.

It would be wrong, however to
see these moves as signs of a re-

newed Cold War confrontation. It

is rather an attempt to combine
firmness in upholding national
interests with flexibility in scek-
ing new foreign policy opportuni-
ties. Russia has resumed the
Partnership for Peace pro-
gramme with NATO, freczed in
protest against NATO air strikes
against Yugoslavia. Moscow has
agreed to supply more natural
gas to Europe to reduce the lat-
ter's dependence on West Asian
oil. It has also sought to exploit
Europe’s striving for greater inde-
pendence from the U.S. by pro-
posing a joint missile defence
with European states and offering
to cooperate with a rapid reac-
tion force contemplated by the
European Union.

Russia’s foreign policy partly
owes its new boldness and so-
phistication to greater involve-
ment of the foreign intelligence

service, SVR, which has tradition-

spreading h(s wings.

ally had-a strohg analytical com-
ponent. Mr. Putin, a former KGB
officer himself, has put a senior
SVR general, Mr. Sergei Ivanov, in
charge of the Kremlin's strategy-
planning Security Council, and

.lappomted the former SVR head,

Mr. . Vyachesiav Trubnikov,
Fx:pgpgputy Foreign Minister.
d8unore important, how-

sal will to defend na-
s and play @ more
nt role in world affairs,
et Mt Patin has and Mr. Yelt-

as

sin lacked.
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ASSOCIATED PRESS
KIEV (UKRAINE), DEC 15 ( N j

OPERATORS shut down the
Chernobyl nuclear power plant
with the flip of a.switch Friday,

years after it spawned the world’s
worst nuclear accident.

The simple procedure ended
the long, troubled run of a facility
that became a synonym for muclear
fears and the dangers of atomic
pOWeT. ;

Ukraine President Leonid

from Kiev over a video linkup with
the plant, located some 85 miles
away. “To fulfill the state decision
and Ukraine’s international oblig-
ations, L herebyorder tostart work
for the premature Stoppage of the
operation of reactor No. 3 at the.
Chernobyl  nuclear
plant,”Kuchma said.
At 1:16 p.m., Chernobyl shift
chief Oleksandr - Yelchishchev
turned the black AZ switch, acti-

of the plant’s only working reactor
andsending containment rodsslid-
ing into the reactor core.

the reactor’s output dropping to
zero. The procedure went flaw-

closing the facility for good 14

Kuchma gave the shutdown order

power

vating the automatic safety system

Within seconds, a dial showed

‘Gﬁ"dbye Chern05§f;

J lan
The shutdown, wluchf llowed
yearsof intense internationgl pres-

Ukraine will suffer the effects of
the 1986 Chernobyl accident for

years to come: Millions of its citi-

zens are affected by radiation-re-

lated ailments.-

- The leaders of this former So-
viet republic said theywere under-
taking a historic mission in closing
down the last functioning reactor .
at Chernobyl. “The world will be- -
come a safer place. People will
sleep in peace,” Kuchma said
Thursday during a ceremony to
commemorate the shutdown:

The plant’slast reactor, the one

~-shut doyn Friday, was reactor No.

3.Itislocated in the same building
as reactor No. 4, which exploded
and caught fire on April 26, 1986,
contaminating vast areas of
Ukraine, Russia and Belarus and
spewing a radioactive cloud over

, The.Kremhfx tried to oonoéal ‘
_ the accident and delayed evacua-

Stion of pco;ﬂe from nearby towns

for days. Firefighters and other .‘
workers who were the first at the |

destroyed reactor had little or no <
protection from radiation. .~
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ARussia, Chech

call for p

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MoOsSCow, DEC. 24. Russian and
Chechen parliamentarians have
called for political dialogue to end
the 15-month-long war amid
growing signs that the Russian
military campaign in the rebel re-
gion has reached an impasse.

Russian MPs met members of
Chechnya’'s  pro-independence
Parliament for talks in the neigh-
bouring republic of Ingushetia on
Saturday in the first such contact
after the Russian army launched a
second attempt to crash Chechen
separatists in October 1999.

Mr. Boris Nemtsov, leader of
the SPS liberal party in Russia’s
Lower House of State Duma, told
the NTV television on Sunday that
a delegation of Russian MPs and
Chechen legislators after four
hours of talks signed a protocol
which called for political dialogue
to bring peace to war-torn Chech-
nya. The seven-member delega-
tion consisted of legislators
elected in 1997 after Chechnya
: won a de facto independence
from Moscow following a two-
. year war. It also included repre-
© sentatives of the Chechen separa-
' tist leader and President, Mr.
Aslan Maskhadov.

“We have agreed the Chechen
problem has no military solution
and political dialogue must be
launched immediately to estab-
lish peace, end terrorism and
banditry and create conditions
for the return of refugees,” Mr.
Nemtsov, who led the Russian
delegation, told the NTV televi-
sion. ““It is time to tatk peace. Ev-
ery week more people get killed in
Chechnya than we lost in the
Kursk submarine disaster, when
118 sailors died.”

Mr. Nemtsov said negotiations
. should be conducted between the
. Russian government and repre-

en Ps
¢e talks

,Hy tatives of the Chechen Parlia-

mgnt and Mr. Maskhadov. So far
the Kremlin has refused to talk
about anything but the terms of
the rebels’ surrender.

It was not clear whether the
Russian MPs acted with the ap-
proval of the Russian leadership,

but Mr. Nemtsov said he would |
report the results of his mission to |

the President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
on Tuesday.

The meeting between Russian
and Chechen MPs came a week
after the Russian military ac-
knowledged that its strategy to
end rebel resistance has failed.

Russian troops nominally con-
trol the whole of Chechnya, but
they continue to suffer daily casu-
alties in hit-and-run attacks. The
General Staff chief, Gen. Anatody
Kvashnin, admitted earlier this
month.that the strategy of setting
up several large garrisons in
Chechnya had proved ineffective
against guerilla tactics. He said
troops would now leave their
bases to deploy in small contin-
gents across Chechnya to limit
the rebels’ freedom of movement.
However, analysts said the new
tactics would expose smaller
groups of Russian soldiers to the
militants night-time strikes and
increase Russian losses.

Even a pro-Russian Chechen
leader admitted last week that
Russian forces were unable to
crush rebels.

The war can go on for 10 or
even 20 years more, said Mr. Akh-
mad Kadyrov, a Chechen reli-
gious leader appointed by
Moscow to run the war-shattered
republic in June. Only we, the
Chechens, can stop this war, not
Russian weapons and bombs, he
said, adding that the population
of the republic did not trust the
Russians.
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/" Russia inching back to W. Asia scene

3
MANAMA (BAHRAIN), NOV. 25. After a decade dur-
ing which they have largely been absent from
the West Asian scene, except for sporadic fo-
rays, the Russians are now steadily pushing
their way back into the region.

While the Russians had not allowed their
linkages to Iraq to atrophy in this period, they
are now re-energising their involvement with
other aspects of the West Asian situation in-
cluding the peace negotiations and the strate-
gic affairs of the Persian Gulf. Official efforts
are paralleled by the extremely vigorous en-
terprise being displayed in these parts by pri-
vate individuals from the states of the
erstwhile Soviet Union.

Russia’s latest effort to end the isolation of
Iraq has come in the form of a call to Kuwait to
end its support for the “no-fly”’ zones that the
U.S. has unilaterally imposed on sectors in
northern and southern Iraq. Kuwait has pro-
vided the U.S. Air Force with bases from which
they can operate aircraft that patrol the zones
to prevent Iraq from carrying out military
flights. For most of the last decade, the U.S.
was also able to prevent or severely restrict
even civilian flights in these zones. But Russia
has led a whole list of nations that have defied
the U.S. ban and flown civilian aircraft, thinly
disguised as humanitarian missions, into

Baghdad over the last two months. At the
time Russia had insisted, in contradiction of
the U.S. position, that they did not require
prior permission from the U.N. committee su-
pervising sanctions the anti-Iraq sanctions to
operate these flights. Since then Russia has
become more vocal in rejecting the validity of
the U.S. ban.

By Kesava Menon

It is not clear whether Russian diplomacy
had a major role to play but the Organisation
of the Islamic Conference at its recent summit
also declared its opposition to the imposition
of the “no-fly” zones.

This declaration was anomalous since two
prominent OIC members, Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait, provide the U.S. with the bases from
which they enforce the zone. It is unlikely that
these two Gulf states will heed the Russian
request especially since the U.S. Defence Sec-
retary, Mr. William Cohen, has ruled out any
change in the policy.

Besides chipping away at the sanctions pol-
icy vis a vis Iraq, the Russians have also begun
to show keener interest in fulfilling their role
as the co-sponsors of the peace negotiations
between Israel and the Palestinians. For most
the past decade, Russia has done little to chal-
lenge the U.S. monopoly over the mediation
efforts. But they have parleyed between the
Israelis and Palestinians since the outbreak of
violent confrontation from Sept. 28. The Pal-
estinians, supported by other Arab states,
have shown some eagerness to have Russia on
board an expanded mediation team.

Despite having linkages in the Gulf region
that were diametrically different from that
which the U.S. has, Russia had refrained from
playing the great power game that the Soviet
Union played. Russia did not join the “dual
containment” policy of the U.S. but its link-
ages to Iraq and Iran were conditioned more
by economic considerations with the strategic
dimensions being played down considerably.

However, the Russian Foreign Minister, Mr.
Igor Ivanov, enunciated a new strategic per-
spective during his recent visit to Saudi Ara-
bia. Calling for a new system tg prevent

conflict in the region, he proposed that a first
step be made by establishing criteria for dcter-
mining the “‘reasonable levels of troops and
armed forces” that each country in the region
would be allowed to retain given its defence
capabilities.

“In other words, matters must be pursued
to create a regional system of security and co-
operation which will allow us to avoid a repeti-
tion of wars and conflicts in this strategically
important region”, Mr. Ivanov said. This is not
going as far as Iran which wants regional secu-
rity to be maintained exclusively through re-
gional co-operation and without any U.S.
input. But in placing the emphasis on regional
security, Russia has moved at least half way to
the Iranian position.

After the Russian President, Mr. Vladimir
Putin’s visit to India this year, an analyst in
one of India’s leading English dailies had writ-
ten about how Russia was now a “‘has been”
power. Russia is no doubt going through an
extremely difficult time and it is possible that
it will be a lengthy period of time before that
country overcomes the difficulties. But people
make up a nation. Nobody who has seen the
level of enterprise that individual Russians,
and others from the former Soviet Union, dis-
play in these parts would be in a hurry to write
them off. In West Asia, Russians are disparag-
ingly spoken of as being heavily involved in
crime and prostitution. But Russians are slow-
ly marking their presence in other areas of
economic activity, especially in re-export of |
consumer durables and other goods. What \
they do display is a ferocious work ethic and a [
ruthlessness in the pursuit of their interests. A
nation made up of such people just cannot be
written off.
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_Blair, Putin to hold ¢

By Hasan Suroor uo /\

LONDON, NOV. 19. The British Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, who put
off his visit to Russia earlier this
month due to domestic compul-
sions, would travel to Moscow to-
morrow for what is being
described here as a “mini-sum-
mit” with the President, Mr. Vla-
dimir Putin.

This would be their fifth meet-
ing this year but there is no spe-
cific agenda beyond a review of
bilateral relations. One commen-
tator called it a part of Britain's
“long-term investment” in Rus-
sia.

Mr. Blair is credited with cre-
ating a special relationship with

Russia, and Russian officials are
quoted as admitting that they are
surprised by the effort which he
has put in to the enterprise. “We
cannot remember a time when
Anglo- Russian relations were
better”, an official told The Times.

This, it is pointed, despite the
fact that Britain and Russia con-
tinue to be on different wave-
lengths on a host of issues,
particularly relating to the Bal-
kans. Some of Mr. Putin’s domes-
tic policies such as the crackdown
on the media and his handling of
the Kursk disaster have attracted
criticism here, but Mr. Blair has
not allowed that to detract him
from his efforts to sustain his in-
terest in Moscow.

ini-summit’

{ Mr. Putin is seen as someone
who is likely to dominate Russian
politics for sometime, and there-
fore, worth cultivating even if in
the short-term there are no visible
gains. To some extent, this has al-
ready paid off with Moscow dem-
onstrating a greater willingness to
listen to Britain rather than
France or Germany.

In fact, it is increasingly begin-
ning to see London as a ‘“vital
bridge” to America and the Eu-
ropean Union, according to an
analyst. Moscow-sceptics, how-

ever, think that Mr. Blair is over- |

doing the act, given the volatile
nature of Russian politics and Mr.
Putin’s own unpredictability.

PRI




L

s
utin hints at

f
autonomy for \.L

y'" Chechnya
A "\y Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSECOW, NOV. 20. In a dramatic
softeping of his hardline stand on
Chechnya, the Russian President,
Mr. Vladimir Putin, has indicated
willingness to consider broad au-
tonomy for the rebel region, but
only after all repels have jheen
wiped out. Yh(u

“Today, Chechnya’s formal-sta-
tus is not that important,” he told
a gathering of the country’s top
military officials in Moscow.
“What is important is that this
territory should never again be
used as a springboard for future
attacks against Russia.”

Until now, Mr. Putin insisted
that Chechnya was a litmus test
for Russia’s ability to preserve its
territorial integrity. It was on the
slogan of rooting out separatism
that Moscow launched a second
military operation against Che-
chen rebels in October 1999. The
popular war was instrumental in
, propelling Mr. Putin to presiden-
cy last March, but public support
for the campaign has since de-
clined and continuing bloodshed
in Chechnya has created foreign
policy problems for Russia.

Monday’s statement could be a
sign that Mr. Putin was looking
for a way out of the military im-
passe in Chechnya. Addressing
the military top brass, Mr. Putin
called for winding up the Chech-
nya campaign.

“Long months go by, people
are suffering and it is necessary to
bring the anti-terrorism oper-
ation to an end,” the President
said, adding that Russia’'s ene-
mies were out to “plunge Russia
into a bloody quagmire of perma-
nent regional conflicts.”

Mr. Putin said the future status
of Chechnya would only be re-
solved “‘through political means”,
but at the same time, customarily
called for wiping out Chechen re-
bels.

“Our most important goal is to
{ completely eliminate the rebel

units and their bases,” he said.

“The counter* terrorist operation

must be carried out until the

end.”
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/Ru§03|a, Belards to have
"\ single currency

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, NOV. 14. Russia and Bela-
rus have agreed to make the Rus-
sian rouble the currency of their
planned Union State in five years,
giving the clearest signal yet that
the two countries are resolved to
move towards integrating their
economies.

The agreement, initialled by the
Prime Ministers of Russia and Be-
larus at a meeting in Moscow on
Tuesday, will be signed by the
Presidents of the two countries on
November 30. Under the accord,
the Russian rouble will become
the sole cash currency in Belarus
as of January 1, 2005. It also envi-
sages that from 2008 the two
States will have another unified
currency, the name of which is yet
to be specified. The breakthrough
decision to use the rouble as a
common currency became possi-
ble after Belarus dropped its de-
mand to have the right to print

issues of monetary policies
decided by a joint council.

The common currency accord
shows that Belarus may be finally
ready to embark on a market re-
form of its State- controlled econ-
omy to pave the way to setting up
a Union State with Russia in line
with a bilateral treaty signed in
December 1999. As a first step to-
wards catching up with Russian
economic reforms, Belarus last
month unified its different cur-
rency exchange rates. It has also
agreed to adopt a unified legisla-
tion and a single tax policy with
Russia. To support market re-
forms in Belarus Russia will give it
a $100-million stabilisation cred-
it, the Russian Prime Minister,
Mr. Mikhail Kasyanov, an-
nounced after Tuesday’s meeting
with his Belarussian counterpart.
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The mother ship Regalla stationed at the site where the Russian submarine Kursk sank, in

preparatjén for the recovery on Friday.’ British, Scogndinavi
and began preparations for recoverln he

* Kursk recovery begi

By Vladimir Radyuhin f]/ )

MOSCOW, OCT. 21. Deep-sea divers
have begun preparations for re-
trieving the bodies of the crew
trapped inside the sunken Rus-
sian nuclear submarine Kursk
amid reports that destructions in-
side the vessel are too massive to
undertake the risky operation.

The Kursk sank in the Arctic
Barents Sea on August 12 after
two mysterious explosions ripped
through the ship killing all the 118
crewmen on board. An interna-
tional team of divers from Russia
and Norway arrived on the site of
Russia’s worst submarine disaster
on Friday aboard the Norwegian
off-shore platform Regalia. After a
mini-sub explored the site of the
wrecked submarine lying on the
seabed at the depth of 108 metres,
divers went down to cut holes in
the 150-metre-long submarine
hull. Some seven holes measuring
0.6 by one metre are expected to
be cut before divers will try to en-
ter the sunken submarine.

The Russian navy commander,
Admiral Vladimir Kuroyedov, who
is personally in charge of the op-
eration, warned the divers not to
take risks. Last week he said the
recovery attempt would be called
off if it was felt the submarine’s
condition made it too risky to

search for bodies inside. Divers
could face grave danger from
agged metal debris inside the
wreck that could puncture their
survival suits. Under a contract
with the Norwegian oil firm Halli-
burton, only Russian divers are to
go inside the Kursk. The oper-
ation could also be halted if
weather conditions deteriorate
and waves exceed six metres.

Many experts have warned
against undertaking the risky op-
eration. They argued that most
bodies were destroyed or thrown
out of the submarine in the pow-
erful blast and the few remaining
corpses would be impossible to
retrieve from the mangled hull.
The Russian President, Mr. Viadi-
mir Putin, pledged to retrieve the
bodies in an emotional meeting
with relatives in August, but many
have since urged him not to rush
the operation. In an open letter to
the President last month, victims’
relatives urged him not to risk
divers’ lives and wait till prepara-
tions had been made for raising
the submarine with the crew. The
Government said such an oper-
ation would be undertaken next
year. Some marine experts have
cautioned that the holes to be
made for retrieving the bodies
could weaken the submarine’s
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and Russian divers arrived at the site
ains of its crewmen. — AP

S

structure, ]eopard1 e safety \
the Kursk’s nuclear reactors an
make it impossible to raise the
vessel.

A Russian daily on Saturday
quoted naval sources as saying
that Government officials respon-
sible for the salvage project were
just afraid to tell Mr. Putin the
truth about the Kursk condition,
which transpired after a Russian
unmanned mini- sub filmed the
submarine last month. According
to the sources the film, which was
never made public, revealed that
the Kursk's five front sections had
been totally destroyed, suggesting
that the remaining four had been
too damaged inside to try to pen-
etrate them.

The cause of the explosions that
destroyed the Russian submarine
is yet to be established. The Rus-
sian mini-sub which explored the
seabed around the Kursk failed to
find any fragments of an alien
vessel to support the collision
theory, favoured by a government
commission investigating the di-
saster. Several specialists said the
available evidence suggested that
a misfiring torpedo engine caused
the first blast aboard the subma-
rine which touched off a fire,

flooding and a catastrophic deto-
nation of warheads on boy



REUTERS

MOSCOW, Oct. 24. — Russian and
Norwegian divers today resumed efforts to
cut their way into the submarine Kursk, a
navy spokesman said, after storms had
halted operation to recover the remains of
118 sailors.

“At 9 a.m.(local time), the d1vers went
down and began to prepare the equipment
for the operation,” a spokesman for the
Northern Fleet told Reuters by telephone.

The improved weather in the Barents sea

\hould hold until tomorrow night at the
ite of Russia’s worst submarine disaster,
e spokesman said. Penetrating the rein-
foyced inner hull of the 154-metre (505-foot)
submarine is the toughest challenge facing
the divers at this stage, working in the
intense cold and darkness of Arctic waters.
The divers had cut a fifth of the hole they
needed to make to enter the vessel yester-
day, and that the work would take at least
15 hours, the spokesman said.
An attempt to resume work earlier today
had been abandoned after the Regalia plat-

s -

S Kursk recovery operation resurics

form, operated by the Norwegian arm of
US Oil services firm Halliburton, had trou-
ble stabilising in high winds.

The divers had also started cutting a new
hole in the Kursk hull to penetrate into
another compartment where it is believed
some sailors were posted at the time of
blasts.

The divers have to plerce seven holes in
all to reach all the parts of the submarine.

Navy commander Admiral Vliadimir
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RUSSIAN divers i
fourth body from the Kursk s b1
marine early today as work tqre-.

cover the remains of the 118 g

sailors who died inthe tragedy re-

| sumed despite heavy Y Seas and%

gustywinds.
On Wednesday, Russ1an divers

recovered the first three bodies af-
ter managing to navigate the pitch

ﬂgomg further. g ~t D

At that stage he did not report
seeing any bodies, although seven
sailors would have been in the sec-
thIl at the time of the accident,

ms;:fokesmanVladumrNavrot—

igterfax.

The Hatch into the lower deck
of the rear of the 155-metre-long
" vessel wag found tobe tightly shut.
The diver was also unable to fully
open the hatch into the ninth and
last section of the submarine be-

dark of the cause of an ob-
craft in their SUB TRAGEDY struction on
bulky  suits. the other side.
Navy officials =~ ~ The firstaccess
said all four bodies remainedina . hole w-as completed this morning
special capsule aboard thé Regalia . but the Russian and Norwegian

diving platform and had not yet
been brought back to shore by he-
licopter because of fierce winds
and a heavy fog over the Barents

i Sea. ;
Sources . said  President
Vladimir Putin was due Sunday to

attend a last-rights ceremony that
‘has been tentatively scheduled in
the Northern Fleet’s base in
Severomorsk. The fourth Kursk

-corpse was discovered overnight

during a search of the eighth and
ninth compartments of the crip-
pled craft; lying 108 metres under
the Barents Sea.

Passing through a freshly cut
hole in the hull, the diver moved
six metresinto the vessel’s flooded
eighth compartment bgfore the
length of his alr]me prevented him

teams then took several hours to X
clear debris from inside the open-

ing with the aid of a scouting cam-
“era, and to establish that radiation
levelswere normal,

Working at a depth of over 100
metres, precautions taken during
the hazardous operation included
masking the sharp edges of the
hole to prevent damage to axrlmes_
and diving suits.

“If the operatlon superv:sors
feel that entering deéper into the
section islife-threatenirig, then theé

work must be stopped immegi--
ately,” Russian navy commandet |
commander-in-chief Vladimir
Kuroyedov said after aggiving on’

the Norwegxan support ship Re-

| infé; ': -‘dmll

massacre

UNITED. ‘NEWS OF INDIA
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A HIGH-LEVEL prébe or-
dered by President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga began today 4t the
Bandarawela ~ Rehabilitation.
Camp in central Sri Lanka where
25 Tamil detainees were massa-
cred in one of the worst tragedies.

The Bindunuwewa camp was
allegedly attacked by villages early
yesterday killing 25 detainees and
injuring 16 others. The victims
were some 40 Tamils in the age

 group of 18 t34 who had surren-

dered to the army during the last
twoyears.

On hearing of the mmdent,
Kugmardtun despatched two
tearns of high-ranking police offi-

cials to the spet to conduct a thor-

ough investigation.

Condemning the ‘unfortunate’-
incident, she said the government
had taken all precautions not to
ensurg thatsuch incidents didnot
recurin afiy of the camps.

Police said at the time of attack
there were 40 detainees in the
camp: On Tuesday night, some of
the detainees attacked the camp
offjcer compelling the officers to

’ mﬂthepohce

. Later, the villagers stormed

the camp and attacked the in-

mates. Police have arrested more
than 200 villagers in the investiga-

" tions so far, even as the slaughter
waswidely condemned. .
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Moscow, October 27

“(',

AYHEM  ERUPTED
Maboard Kursk while it

sank as a fire swept
through the doomed craft and
sailoss were pelted with falling
debris from all sides, the Navy
revealed today.

As the first details of what hap-
pened on August 12 as the Kursk
plunged to the bottom of the
Barents Sea were being pieced
together, fierce storms again
delayed operations to salvage the
crew's bodies.

The nation was already mourn-
ing the grim discovery yesterday
that at least some of the 118-man
crew survived the initial accident
for a number of hours, and did not
die instantly in a massive explo-
sion as officials had earlier said.

Today, a top navy spokesman
disclosed that some of the bodies
recovered from the Kursk so far
showed signs of severe burns, indi-
cating that a fire had engulfed the
submarine.

Others were battered beyond
recognition, Northern  Fleet
spokesman Viadimir Navrotsky
told the RIA Novosti news agency.

Among the four corpses already
recovered, "there were charred
{bodies), and those that were
heavily deformed from suffering
blows from sharp and blunt
objects,” Navrotsky said.

"It seems that as everything was
falling apart, they were hit both in
the head and in the body."

Navrotsky's comments marked

the first time that R s£an officials
have revealed that B serious fire
had swept through the Kursk, the
country's most modern nuclear
submarine.

It remained unclear from the
report where or how the fire start-
ed.

The four bodies were found in
the rear of the craft, to which at
least 23 sailors stationed in the
boat's mid-section fled, according
to a note discovered on the body

Actress’ donation

BRITISH ACTRESS Vanessa
Redgrave plans to travel to
Modcow next week to meet
family members of the 118
sailors who perished in the
Kursk submarine disaster, the
tar-Tass news agency reported |
on Friday

The international star of stage
and screen will aiso be offering
a donation collected in London
to the mourning families, the
artistic  director  of  the
Sovremennik theatre Ggalina
Voichek toid the agency. (AFP)

of one of the recovered sailors,
Dmitry Kolesnikov.

Two strong blasts are believed to
have sunk the craft.

As a result of Kolesnikov's note,
written in the dark over a period
of 100 minutes, divers aboard
Norway's Regalia diving platform
were devising plans. on how to
enter the rear ninth section after
abandoning efforts to go inside

bout the Kurs

r wagedy

other parts of the submarine.

Russian news reports said the
ninth compartment's narrow pas-
sageways posed the chief danger
for salvage workers and their
bulky diving suits.

Efforts to cut open more holes
in the Kursk's hull or work inside
the sunken craft were interrupted
yesterday- due to deteriorating
weather conditions.

Weather forecasts further point-
ed that heavy winds, snow and
five-metre (15-foot) waves would
buifet the Barents Sea for several
days to come, making all recovery
operations impossible.

ITAR-TASS meanwhile reported
that the stormy weather made
communication between workers
on the Regalia and other members
of the rescue team in the region
difficult.

Kolesnikov's note was the first
direct testimony to reach the out-
side world of conditions aboard
the Kursk moments after the dis-
aster,” a tragedy which kept
Russians glued to their television
screens.

And Moscow newspapers today
reminded the nation that govern-
ment officials had said that all res-
cue efforts were destined to end in
failure because most of the crew
died in the first minutes after the
initial blasts.

"They were alive,” screamed a
banner headline to the Noviye
Izvestia daily. "In Kursk's ninth
section, they could not wait for
help long enough,” said the
Sevodnya daily. (AFP)

uthorities lied
to us that they
were all dead’

THE MOTHER of 19-year-old
Aleksei Nekrasov, the youngest
sailor to die aboard the Kursk,
was angry with officials for keep-
ing Russia in the dark after the
disaster.

"As soon as I heard about the
note | knew that Lt Capt Dmitry
Kolesnikov was Aleksei's com-
mander, so he should have been
alongside him," Mr Nadezhda
Nekrasova said over telephone.

"They were alive. They lied to
us that they had all died. They
were alive and they were waiting
for help."

Other relatives insisted yester-
day that all the bodies should
have remained -with their
entombed comrades until the
entire wreck could be retrieved.

Their pleas echoed those from
relatives before the salvage oper-
ation began — to leave the bod-
ies until the whole submarine
could be raised.

"I still believe even now they
should have raised the boat itself
together with the whole crew. It
would have been much easier for
everyone because it has been an
enormous tragedy,” Lt Capt
Kolesnikov's mother Irina told
reporters in St Petersburg.

Lt Capt Kolesnikov's wife
agreed too. (Reuters)
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n \0 By Vladimir Radyuhin HQ e [/6

MOSCOW OCT. 11. Russia and five former Soviet
republids have vowed to repulse any aggres-
sion agajnst Central Asian states and resolv-
ed to form a joint military force for the
purpose.

“Any attempts to violate the territorial in-
tegrity of the Central Asian member-states of
the [Collective Security] Treaty will be reso-
lutely dealt with by our joint efforts,” the

b Fresidents of Russia, Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan,

Tajikistan, Belarus and Armenia said in a
statement approved at a one-day summit of
the Colléctive Security Council of the Com-
monwealth of Independent States on
Wednesday.

The meeting was held in Bishkek, capital of
Kyrgyzstan, which together with Uzbekistan
fell victim to Islamic insurgencies last sum-
mer. However, Uzbekistan, which is trying to
negotiate security guarantees with the Tali-
. ban, was conspicuously absent from the
summit. Earlier this year, it refused to renew
its participation in collective security
pact. The six leaders approved a blueprint for
building new defefice structures against mil-

itant Islamic movements in Central Asia. Un-
der the plan, they will set up a joint military
force, modelled after the Eurocorps recently
formed in Europe. In peacetime national
units of the corps will undergo training in
their countries, ready to be rushed to any
member-state at its request to deal with a
possible insurgency or aggression. Military
analysts estimated the strength of the joint
force at 70,000 to 80,000 troops.

Russia and its allies made it clear their mil-
itary preparations were in response to a re-
cent string of military victories by
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban movement,
which they accused of fomenting unrest in
the region.

The conflict in Afghanistan is the main
source of instability, the six post-Soviet lead-
ers said in their joint statement. They also
voiced concern over the growth of interna-
tional terrorism and extremism in Central
Asia, which “poses an immediate threat to
the security of the countries in the region and
entails a long-term destabilisation of the sit-
uation.”

The statement calls for a special meeting of

THE INDU

ussia, allies to set up joint force

the U.N. Security Council to work out con-
crete steps to resolve the problem of Afghan-
istan with the participation of all sides. “We
call on the U.N., OSCE (Organisation for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe) and the
world community to support efforts by the
member-states of the Collective Security
Treaty in combating international terrorism
and extremism and embark on elaboration of
coordinated practical measures aimed at
averting this global threat.”

The Russian Security Council Secretary,
Mr. Sergei Ivanov, who accompanied the
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, to Bishkek,
ruled out any preventive strikes against the
Taliban. He said the main emphasis was be-
ing put on political and diplomatic measures,
but stated that the military should be ready
to repulse intruders if they cross into Tajikis-
tan.

Russian news agencies quoted the Defence
Minister, Marshal Igor Sergeyev, who also at-
tended the security summit that while Russia
was trying to resolve all issues by political
means, it will resolutely rebuff any attempt
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By C. Raja Mohan MO

MOSCOW, SEPT. 30. As the Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, and
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, get ready to declare a
strategic  partnership between
Russia and India next week in New
Delhi, it might be necessary for
both the leaders to have a frank
exchange of views on the objec-
tives and goals of their foreign pol-
icies. It would be a mistake to take
even one’s best friends for granted.

The efforts of the two leaders to
revive the old warmth in a dramat-
ically changed international envi-
ronment could easily be hampered
by needless mutual suspicion. The
Indian desire for an alliance with
the United States and the latest
Russian moves for an entente with
Pakistan have the potential to dis-
turb the traditional calm of Indo-
Russian ties. The Russian foreign
policy establishment is carefully
evaluating the political results
from two summit meetings be-

tween India and\t et%.S. in less
than six months thi§ year. Will In-
dia’s new interest ik the U.S. re-
duce its traditional ekthusiasm for
Russia?

The extraordinary bonhomie
between India and the U.S. and
the talk of a natural alliance be-
tween New Delhi and Moscow do
raise some questions here. The
foreign policy specialists here are

Russia Today — Il

carefully reviewing the direction of
India’s relations with the U.S. and
their impact on India’s ties with
Russia. Similarly the Indian For-
eign Office must be poring over
the dynamics of the recent interac-
tion between Russia and Pakistan.

At the public level, both sides do
say their relations with third par-
ties will have no impact on very
high quality of Indo-Russian rela-
tions. But privately there will be

-

new concerns in both capitals.
There is far too much at stake for
India and Russia in their bilateral
relationship to let misunderstand-
ings come in the way of forging an
intensive political partnership in
the new millennium. As they look
around for new friends in a chang-
ing world, both Moscow and New
Delhi know they have not had be-
fore or unlikely to have in future a
partner more reliable than the oth-
er.

Openness, transparency and in-
tensive communication are the
best means available to India and
Russia to reassure each other
about their diplomatic initiatives
towards third countries of con-
cern. As the Indian and Russian
societies undergo rapid change,
their world views cannot and will
not remain the same. There are
new elites rising in both sides that
are not part of the traditional
framework of Indo-Russian coop-
eration. And there is not enough
appreciation in both countries
about the profound changes that
are taking place in the other. The

_time is now to promote sustained

and productive imteraction be-
tween the foreign policy elites as
well as the civil societies in the two
nations.

Few have mourned the disap-
pearance of the Soviet Union more
than the Indian elite. As Indo-Rus-
sian relations drifted apart under
the former President, Mr. Boris
Yeltsin, there was a strong yearn-
ing within the Indian foreign pol-
icy community for a powerful
leader in the Kremlin who will re-
claim Russia’s lost glory in world
affairs. Mr. Putin has answered
their prayers. He has proclaimed
his desire to build a strong state in
Russia and pursue a vigorous for-
eign policy. But few in India have
expected that one of the first diplo-
matic initiatives of Mr. Putin
would be towards Pakistan. It is
high time that India stops roman-
ticising Russia and devotes greater
intellectual resources to under-
stand the new direction, which
that important nation is embarked
upon.

Restoring the greatness of Rus-
sia is one of the central foreign pol-
icy themes of Mr. Putin. He is
convinced that the natural attri-
butes of Russia will ensure its re-
turn as great power on the world

' scene. But Mr. Putin is also abso-

lutely realistic in assessing the pre-

ITHE HINDU
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sent condition of Russia and the
severe constraints he has inherited
from the collapsed communist
state and the wanton chaos un-
leashed by his predecessor, Mr.
Yeltsin. India must prepare itself
for a more assertive and at the
same time a pragmatic foreign pol-
icy from Mr. Putin.

The central objective of Mr. Pu-
tin’s foreign policy is to facilitate
the rapid economic development
of Russia. The new external activ-
ism of Russia is not about launch-
ing a new ideological or
geopolitical crusade. He is balanc-
ing the determined pursuit of Rus-
sian interests with the imperative
of catching up with the West on
the social and economic front.
While Mr. Putin’s stepped up rhet-
oric against the U.S. reflects the
deep and intensified anti-Western
resentment within Russia, his ac-
tual policies have been well mod-
ulated. For example on the issue of
national missile defence which has
exercised the Russian mind, Mr.
Putin has left himself enough po-
litical room for a compromise with
the U.S.

Second, the band of extreme re-
alists that Mr. Putin has brought to
Kremlin recognises that the over-
sized and unwieldy military instru-
ments it had inherited are not
going to restore Russia’s greatness.
It appreciates the enormous short-
age of resources in dealing with
the new security challenges faced
by Russia as well as sustaining ex-
ternal military commitments in
Central Asia and the Caucasus. An
active diplomacy, then, that pro-
tects Russia’s interests without
committing too many military re-
sources has become a high priority
for Mr. Putin.

Many Russian interests in Cen-
tral Asia, Caucasus, and in Chech-
nya — have come into sharp focus
in Pakistan and Afghanistan from
where terrorism and extremism
are radiating into the Russian and
post-Soviet space. With the Tali-
ban appearing to move towards
victory, Russia had to seriously
consider engagement of Islama-
bad as a serious option to deal
with its security challenges. Be-
sides exchanging views on their
core foreign policy concepts, Mr.
Putin and Mr. Vajpayee need to
think of some decisive common
actions to deal with the develop-
ments in Afghanistan that imperil/
their common interests. T




IN’S NEW FOREIGN

- POLICY CONCEPTS

L1k y (O By RoY MEDVEDEY

N autumy [1999 and then in

the first m¢nths of this year
Vladimir Patin held many
meetings in the White House
and Kremlin with politicians
from different countries.
However, these were, as a rule,
not summit meetings but the
study of the situation in Russia
and acquaintance with its new
leader was their aim. This is
only natural, as both a change
of a political regime and a
change of political generations
took place in Russia.

After Putin officially took over
as President of the Russian
Federation, he began to play a
more active role in the sphere
of foreign policy. In May, he
had meetings with almost all
the leaders of the CIS coun-
tries. Russia no longer set forth
any global and, especially, ideo-
logical tasks of a superpower.
The new concept was a concept
of a multipolar system of inter-
national relations, which objec-
tively reflected the many-
faceted character of the modern
world.

At the same time, Russia’s
position was determined not as
one of European nations but as
a great Eurasian power respon-
sible for the maintenance of
security in the world both at
the global and at the regional
level. According to its new for-
eign policy concept, as a perma-
nent member of the UN
Security Council, Russia exer-
cises substantial influence on
the formation of a new world
order. Putin emphasised the
need for its offensive, not defen-
sive, translation into life and
vigorous activities to protect
the national interests of
Russia.

Shortly after his meetings and
talks with Clinton in Moscow,
the main subject of which was
the new American project for
the deployment of a national
ABM system (the project in
which huge money was already
invésted but which was not
supported probably anywhere
in the world, besides the US),
President Putin made his first
visits to Western Europe —
first to Italy and then to Spain
and Germany. Putin met lead-
ers, public personalities and
businessmen of these countries,
participated in cultural events
and was received by the Pope
in Vatican.

The countries which Putin
visited do not belong to the
“nuclear club”, even though
they are Nato members. These
countries have serious appre-
hensions concerning the US
plans of a limited national
ABM system but they showed
an obvious interest in Putin’s
proposal. As professional diplo-
mats said, Putin launched an
attack from the flanks on the
American project by drawing
non-nuclear countries into the
discussion of the main prob-
lems of European security.

EASTERN STAGE

‘European leaders saw Putin
as a persistent, confident and
competent politician who large-
ly differs from his predecessor
in behaviour and style of nego-
tiations. He was not arrogant
but he did not use cheap tricks
to win the sympathy of leaders
of other countries.

The Western press and televi-
sion, which paid much atten-
tion to Putin in January, March
and May, wrote and spoke very
little about him in June,
though they could have a closer
look at him. His press confer-

_ences and meetings were prac-
tically not front-paged by any
newspaper and were not among
the main items of the electronic
media. Some commentators
linked this indifference of the
Western mass media to the
events in Chechnya or the
“Gusinsky case”. But the war in
Chechnya began a long time
ago. As for Gusinsky, the West

Mdid not pay much attention to
jt. Participation in the meeting
of the Shanghai Group of Five
in Dushanbe was the beginning

The author is a historian.

of the “eastern stage” of his
diplomatic activity. In his
remarks at the meeting, Putin
said that Russia would not only
preserve but also increase its
military presence in Taji-
kistan. The Shanghai Group of
Five supported the position of
Beijing on the Taiwan problem
and Russia’s “just actions in
the Chechen republic”. They
demonstrated the ability to
shape a new security model,
which differs from the alliances
and blocs of the Cold War peri-
od. Few could deny the impor-
tance of stability in that region
in the general context of stable
international relations. It was
decided to rename the Shan-
ghai Group of Five into the
Shanghai Forum. Uzbekistan
joined this organisation.

CHINA TRIP

Putin began his Far Eastern
tour on 18 July with negotia-
tions in Beijing. Western
papers wrote that his Chinese
visit produced no surprises and
was conducted in the “active
manner”, which is typical of
Putin. As was to be expected,
Russian and Chinese leaders
not only signed the joint Beijing
Declaration but also made a
special statement against the
US attempts to deploy a “limit-
ed” national ABM system.
Considering that the attitude to
the American plans is also
more than lukewarm in
Western Europe and Japan,
there is reason to say that it
was impossible for the Clinton
Administration to ignore the
Russian-Chinese statement.
Chinese and Russian leaders
agreed on cooperation in sever-
al large economic projects, the
expansion of the sales of
Russian defence industry prod-
ucts to China and the growth of
trans-border trade.

Very important was the gen-
eral atmosphere of Putin’s
meeting with Jiang Zemin.
They demonstrated friendli-
ness, as well as a good disposi-
tion, mutual understanding

. and respect, which were absent

from Russian-Chinese meetings
for the past several decades.
The successful meetings in
Beijing prepared the ground for
Putin’s visit to North Korea.
The press of different countries
called it a breakthrough.
Neither Russian nor Soviet
leaders have ever visited
Pyongyang. The same is true of
leaders of Western countries.
The most important result of
the Pyongyang negotiations
was the decision announced by
the Korean leader Kim Jong-il
to give up independent nuclear
research if more industrialised
nations help his country con-
duct the launching of communi-
cations and space research
‘satellites. The satellites can be

Jlaunched from the territory of

other countries. Describing his
meetings in Pyongyang, Putin
said that Kim Jong-il, whom he -
invited to Russia, comes across
as a well-informed modern
politician and that Russia and
North Korea can expand eco-
nomic cooperation.

Putin arrived in Okinawa
from Blagoveshchensk on 21
July and did not participate in
the first working meeting of the
other leaders. However, after
dinner he had an hour-long
meeting with President Clinton
and told him about his visits to
Beijing and Pyon-gyang. By
and large, Clinton was pleased.
He had forced himself into a
corner by his earlier remarks
that the US would make the
decision about the national
ABM system in August. But he
was unable to persuade either
his allies or his opponents that
the project, which would violate
nuclear-missile stability, was
expedient. What is more, the
very first tests of the “star
weapon” were unsuccessful and

~ the entire first stage of the sys-

tem proved to be too costly and
unreliable. Clinton was able to
postpone the final decision
without “losing face”. Putin was
admitted to this club of the
heads of state with enthusia




By Harvey Stockwin
The Times of India News Service

HONG KONG: Russian President
Vladimir Putin arrived in Tokyo
on Sunday to a cordial welcome by
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshiro
Mori even though the diplomatic
indications are that the two na-
tions will now fail to sign a peace
treaty, formally concluding World
War I1, by the end of the 20th Cen-
tury.

However, modest and even sig-
nificant agreements could result
from Mr Putin’s three-day visit as
the two nations try to broadly im-
prove relations rather than con-
centrating upon resolving the
vexed territorial dispute between
them.

e goal of concluding a peace
trgaty before the end of the year
2000 — which e
w seems un- |
kely to be met
was originally
et by former
Russian Presi-
dent Boris
Yeltsin and for-
mer Prime Min-
ister  Ryutaro
Hashimoto. The
former Soviet
Union and Japan normalised post®
war ties in 1956 with a joint decla-
ration but, because of the territori-
al dispute, a peace treaty has never
been negotiated, let alone signed.

In the closing days of World War
I1, the Soviet Union grabbed, and
then annexed, the islands of Ku-
nashiri, Etorofu, Shikotan and the
Habomai islets just north of
okkaido, which had always been
art of Japan ever since Russia and
apan first agreed on their sea bor-
er in a 1855 treaty. Japan has re-
fused to accept this annexation,
and continues to do so. Theoreti-
cally, at a time when Russia clearly
does not possess the resources to
develop the four islands right on
Japan’s doorstep, and has many
more pressing calls on its limited
finances, it should be easier for
Russia to agree to the retrocession
of what the Japanese see as their
Northern Territories.

The Japanese would be willing
to pay many billions of dollars for
the retrocession, money which
could be used to ease Russia’s
acute budgetary crunch. But at a
time when a strong undercurrent
of assertive nation:lism lies just
beneath the surface of Russian
politics, uneasily combined with
deep feelings of nationalist frustra-
tion, it seems most unlikely that
Mr Putin could make any such
move, coming so soon after the fi-

Musso -Mnes“é islagd
dispute still to be )
solved but ties impro

e

asco surrounding the sinkjng of
the Russian nuclear sub
Kursk weakened his political posi-
tion.

Reports from Moscow, in fact,
say that Mr Putin asserted that the
islands would not be returned to
Japan before leaving Moscow.
However, rather than leaving rela-
tions drifting along at stalemate, it
appears that the two nations are
yet making an effort to widen and
deepen relations, rather than hold-
ing ties hostage to the territorial
dispute. In written answers to Rus-
sia’s Itar-Tass news agency, Mr
Mori suggested that “the problem
of a peace treaty with Russia must
no longer remain a symbol of con-
frontation”, and added that “rela-
tions between Japan, Russia, the
United States and China are key

— to peace and
prosperity in the
Asia-Pacific re-
-gion in the 21st
Century”.

In line with
this  strategic
{1 sentiment, Rus-
so-Japanese
high level meet-
ings are becom-
ing more fre-
quent. This is the third time Mr
Mori has met Mr Putin this year,
having himself made his first for-
eign visit to Moscow, before Mr
Putin came to the Group of Eight
meeting in Okinawa. Most inter-
estingly, reports in the Japanese
press indicate that Japan may be-
come the first major nation to of-
fer further assistance in the denu-
clearisation of the 100 or so de-
commissioned nuclear submarines
lying at anchor around the Kola
Peninsula, and also in the Russian
Far East, a problem highlighted at
the time of the Kursk disaster.
Japan worries over reports that the
Russians have carelessly dumped
nuclear reactors from old sub-
marines in the Sea of Japan.

Former Prime Minister Keizo
Obuchi pledged $200 million to
help clean up Russian nuclear fa-
cilities and Mr Mori will evidently
offer to extend this assistance. In-
triguingly, another pact which
come out of this summit will con-
cern joint economic activities in
the Kurile Islands, which could in-
clude Japanese aid in developing
the Northern Territories. Other
economic agreements are expected
to be signed during Mr Putin’s visit.

On Monday, Mr Putin and his
wife will have lunch with Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko —
another sign of the Japanese effort
to improve ties.

|
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“Enough proof that

Fred Welr

PROOF THAT the atomic subma
rine Kursk was sunk last month
after being struck by a foreign sub-
marine has been discovered on the
i seabed near the site of Russia's
worst post-Soviet naval disaster, a
military spokesman has said.

General Valery Manilov, deputy
chief of Russia's General Staff,
told a press conference in Moscow
that searchers have found equip-
ment and hull fragments from a
US or British submarine some 50
metres from the wreckage of the
Kursk, which went down August 12
with the loss of 118 men.

Gen. Manilov said the evidence
is "presently being guarded by
ships of the Northern Fleet," and
may soon be produced in public.

Russian military chiefs have
repeatedly claimed that the Kursk,
an ultra-modern attack sub, sank
after being rammed by one of the
NATO submarines that routinely
shadow Russian fleet maneuvers.

[HE HINDUSTA} *0

Kursk was hit by
a Nato submarine’

\\(' v \
Moscow, September 5 0\

Despite widespread skepticism,
Russian defence experts insist
there is strong evidence that the
Kursk was destroyed in a collision.
In addition to pieces of a foreign
submarine lying nearby they say
there is a hole in the submarine's
side with its edges bent inward,
indicating a strike by an external
object.

Last week the US government
leaked a very different story to the
press. According to that version
the USS Memphis, which was on
station at the time of the accident,
overheard two explosions inside
the Kursk.

American experts concluded that
a torpedo exploded during a test-
firing, leading to a second massive
explosion in the Kursk's weapon's
stores.

Meanwhile, radiation levels
remain normal in the Barents sea,
where the shell of the doomed
Russian nuclear submarine Kursk
is now lodged on the seabed,
Russian authorities announced, an
AFP report said.
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Mori, Putin remain divided on Kuriles

By F.J. Khergamvala

TOKYO, SEPT. 5. The visiting Russian President,
Mr. Vladimir Putin and his functional host,
Mr. Yoshiro Mori both embarked today for the
Millennium Summit in New York, which ap-
pears to be more welcoming turf as Japan and
Russia find themselves agreeing more on
world issues than on how to deal with a bjlat-
eral dispute.

and defence exchanges but remained a
expectedly, on the territorial dispute that
vides them and has stood in the way of a peage
treaty. A plethora of documents and agree-
ments on cultural, humanitarian, police coop-
eration, debt relief, maritime cooperation,
disarmament and non-proliferation and such
issues were signed by the two leaders to add
content that would suggest, especially to Chi-
na, that there is more to the Russo-Japan
equation than a quarrel over the jurisdiction
over four islands to the north of Japan.

Not even the surprise gift of a Sony robot
that Mr. Mori passed across the table to the
taciturn and very fit looking visitor from Mos-
cow charmed Mr. Putin enough to agree to
any concessions on the islands of Shikotan,
Habomai, Kunashiri and Etorofu. Ms. Lyud-
mila Putin’s stunning appearance in a kimono
sent photographers wild but did not soften
Mr. Mori's public posture on the disputed is-
lands. Called Kuriles by Russia and Northern
Territories by Japan, these were seized by So-
viet forces near the end of World War IL

For domestic reasons, Mr. Mori could not
. publicly agree to a change in the Krasnoyarsk

Agreement of “‘striving to reach a peace treaty
by 2000.” As Asahi Shimbun put it gently “Mo-
ri, Putin to continue talking.” It was fairly ob-
vious from a statement issued by both
countries that creative ideas will be required
to resolve this impasse. The statement reflect-
ed Japan’s position to “‘continue efforts to re-
alise the Krasnoyarsk Agreement of a peace
treaty and settlement of the dispute by 2000,”
but the real operative part was that “the two
leaders instructed their respective representa-
tives in the joint committee ‘to come up with
new strategies to accelerate further the tasks
of the joint committee on concluding the
peace treaty and the committee on setting an
international boundary.””

Mr. Mori got his way that the boundary dis-
pute and the peace treaty cannot be delinked
and rejected an earlier Russian suggestion to
go for an interim “friendship treaty.” Mr. Mori
also rejected any impression conveyed by offi-
cials accompanying Mr. Putin that the own-
ership of the four islands could be equally
apportioned. A reference by Mr. Putin to the
Moscow Declaration of 1956, the first by a
Russian leader, had been inferred in Tokyo as
a hint that Moscow may be willing to agree to
discussing a ‘““two each” solution. In the end,
Mr. Putin was content that he too had not
given ground and from the statement issued,
Mr. Mori too could claim likewise. The Japa-
nese public know that no settlement is pos-
sible this year.

Japan was earlier nervous about the Chinese
President repeatedly telling Mr. Yeltsin about
Tokyo not being a suitable candidate for per-
manent membership of the U.N. Security
Council. Mr. Mori can claim success at getting

the new Russian leader to support Japan’s
candidature, even if a statement is not a legally
binding document. Japan committed itself to
support Russia’s bid to join the World Trade
Organisation. These are part of a document on
“Strategic and geopolitical importance of Ja-
pan- Russia ties.” It was in this context, a se-
nior official of the Japanese Foreign Ministry,
talking to reporters, said Mr. Mori told Mr.
Putin about his visit to South Asia, “‘especially
the ties with India to broaden our multi-fac-
eted cooperation to a global partnership into
the 21st century.”

On the day Mr. Putin left Moscow, his Gov-
ernment announced that five Japanese corpo-
rations and a Japanese consortium had been
awarded a variety of contracts. This was pre-
sumably Russia’s downpayment to Japan to
both, apply balm to Japanese businesses upset
by a failed hotel joint venture and to attract
Japanese majors to build an “‘energy bridge”
by exploiting the Siberian Far East's natural
gas resources and to invest in a Siberian rail-
way. Overall though, Mr. Mori reminded Mr.
Putin that Japanese business did not think
highly about Russia as an investment destina-
tion or as a recipient of commercial loans.

But, Russia is a promising defence partner,
especially after Moscow agreed to train Japa-
nese pilots in 1998 on the capabilities of Suk-
hoi aircraft that Russia sold to China. Much
will be heard in the weeks to come on defence
exchanges. The Russian Defence Minister, Mr.
Igor Sergeyev comes to Tokyo in November. A
Japanese naval vessel will go to the Kamchatka
peninsula for the first time. Japan agreed to
expand aid to Russia on dealing with decom-
missioned nuclear subr@es.
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ussia to resume
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arms|$ajes 10’ Libya

By Vladimir Rqdyuhin

| MOSCOW, AUG. 1. Russia and Libya

|

l
|

have agreed to revive their wide-
ranging defence ties suspended
during the years of international
sanctions imposed on Libya in
connection with the 1988 bomb-
ing of a Pan Am airliner.

Speaking after talks with the Li-
byan Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdel
Rahman Shalgam, the first Libyan
dignitary to visit post-Soviet Rus-
sia, the Russian Deputy Prime
Minister in charge of the defence
industry, Mr. Ilya Klebanov, said
Russia would take part in the
modernisation of Libya’s military
hardware, up to 80 per cent of
which is of Russian origin.

“Libya has identified priorities
for our military- technical cooper-
ation,” Mr. Klebanov was quoted
as telling the Interfax news agen-
cy on Monday. “These include
above all the maintenance and
upgrading of air defences and ar-
mour.”

During his three-day visit to
Russia, which ended on Tuesday,
the Libyan Foreign Minister was
received by the Russian President,
Mr. Viadimir Putin, and held de-
tailed talks with the Russian For-
eign Minister, Mr. Igor Ivanov.
The Russian leader accepted an
invitation to visit Libya and for his
part invited the Libyan leader, Mr.
Muammar Gadhafi, to come to
Moscow.

The resumption of bilateral
contacts was made possible by
the suspension of U.N. sanctions

agetrfst Libya last year after it
handed over two men suspected
of the Pan Am bombing. At his
meeting with Mr. Shalgam on
Monday, Mr. Putin was quoted as
calling for “a final lifting of sanc-
tions against Libya.”

The unfreezing of defence ties
with Libya came on the heels of
Mr. Putin’s historic visit to North
Korea last month and top-level
talks in Moscow with the Iraqi
Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Tariq
Aziz, last week.

Analysts said Moscow was
seeking to redress an imbalance
in the strategic lineup of forces
that emerged after the breakup of
the Soviet Union by forging closer
ties with countries labelled by the
U.S. as “sponsors of terrorism.”
Kremlin sources said Mr. Putin
would visit Cuba next month on
his way to the U.N. millennium
sumimit.

Mr. Klebanov, said several
groups of Russian military experts
were currently in Libya to assess
its defence needs. Defence com-
mentators named three possible
thrust areas of Libya's defence
purchases in Russia air defence
systems, including the S- 300 an-
ti-missile complexes and MIG-31
long-range interceptor fighters,
Kilo-class submarines and sur-
face warships equipped to fight
ship-launched cruise missiles,
and land-forces armaments, in-
cluding multiple-rocket launch-
ers, latest tanks and Iskander
tactical missiles.



Russian N-Rub

breaks dow

Moscow, August 14 \“f\’ ‘ﬁ \

A RUSSIAN nuclear-powered sub-
marine has broken down at the bot-
tom of the Barents Sea and is start-
ing to flood, putting in peril the lives
'of 120 soldiers on board, news
«eports said Monday. v

The Kursk, one of the most mod-
ern vessels in the Russia Navy, shut
down the main nuclear reactor pro-
ﬁelling its engines early Sunday,

I

ours after it took part in military |
exercises organized by the Northern

Fleet.

Sea water began to flood into the [

submarine's front through hatches
used to store torpedoes, NTV televi-
sion reported citing military sources.
ORT television said the submarine
went down some 100 km (60 miles)

north of the Russian port of |

Severomorsk, east of Norway.
Reports said the vessel had to shut
down all of its electricity and may be
slowly running out of air.
It has been located and surround-
ed by three other submarines and

five military ships, NTV said. The submarine
was not carrying any nuclear weapons and radi-
ation levels remained normal, said a navy pre

spokesman.

n at bottom of sea

A file picture of
nuclear subma

r-class (Antey) nuclear submarine at a harbour of Kamchatka peninsula, Russian
-base. Photo: AP

‘An Oscar-class vessel under NATO specifica-
tions, it capte into service in 1995 and has the
capacity ¢d function for 120 days at depths of up
to 500 feters (1,650 feet), the agency said. The

Russian navy has been carrying out regular
naval manoeuvres despite the financial crisis
that the country’s military has faced since the
fall of the Soviet Union in 1991. (AFP)
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<» Evaduation

n-submarine

MOSCOW, AUG. 15. Rescue workers began evacuating
116 sailors trapped in a nuclear-powered submarine,
Kursk, at the bottom of the Barents Sea after a let-up
in Arctic storms this afternoon, the Russian Defence
Minister, Mr. Igor Sergeyev, was quoted as saying.
But the Navy Commander, Admiral Viadimir Ku-
royedov, was quoted as saying the rescue would not
be likely to begin full- force before nightfall.

The Russian Government reported that the 155-
metre- long Antey class submarine (NATO classifica-
tion Oscar-11) had gone down on Sunday during the
Northern Fleet's military manoeuvres about 180 km
northeast of the Russian port of Murmansk in the
Arctic circle. It was not carrying nuclear weapons
and radiation levels in the area were normal, a navy
spokesmen said.

After water poured on board, the Kursk was unable
to surface. It came to rest on the seabed after its two
nuclear reactors were shut down, cutting off light to
the crew and leading to fears it would run out of
oxygen.

Interfax news agency quoted Mr. Sergeyev as say-
ing severe storms, which had hampered rescue at-
tempts since Monday, had eased after noon on

of Russian ¥/
crew begins e

Tuesday. It was not clear whether there werejcasu-
alties among the crew.

Mr. Sergeyev did not explain how the evachation
would be carried out. The cause of the disastpr was
not known, but the two most likely theories were a
collision with an unknown object or an explosion on
board.

The Russian Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Ilya Kle-
banov, said the submarine may have run into a mine
from the World War I1. CNN television quoted Penta-
gon officials in the United States as saying that a U.S.
submarine monitoring the exercises reported an ex-
plosion in the area on Saturday.

The Russian navy had suggested that the Kursk
had crashed into another vessel, perhaps foreign.
“There are signs of a major and serious collision,”
Admiral Kuroyedov told Itar- Tass. The Pentagon
quickly dismissed this, stressing there was “no in-
dication that a U.S. vessel was involved in this mis-
haI’-”Designers of the submarine said there was
probably enough oxygen left aboard to last between
two to three days. The military has sent all avail-
able ships, submarines, submersibles and aircraft to
the site. — Reuters, DPA, AFP

iy
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MOSCOW, AUG. 16. The survivors OXK

the crew of the Russian nuclear
Submarine Kursk were heard
banging on the hull of the stricken
vessel in the Barents Sea today af-
ter almost a day of silence, navy
officials said.

“We are hearing signals so
there is still hope of saving them,”
the deputy head of the navy gen-
eral staff, Vice Admiral Vladislav
Ilyin, was quoted by Itar- tass
news agency as saying.

Acoustic contact was lost with
the submarine at some time dur-
ing Tuesday night or early today
morning, prompting fears that
oxygen supplies had finally run
out on the explosion-damaged
vessel. — DPA

Vladimir Radyuhin reports:

Earlier, Russian officials admit-
ted that chances of rescuing the
sailors were dwindling rapidly, as
repeated attempts to dock a res-
cue capsule with the submarine
failed.

Rescuers have been trying to
dock a bell-shaped capsule since
late Tuesday to the submarine,
but strong underwater currents
and a difficult angle at which the
submarine is lying on the seabed
foiled the efforts. On Wednesday
morning, the naval command
said a bigger and newer rescue
vessel had been sent down in re-
newed attempts to dock with the
submarine. However, later a naval

A file photo of the Bester submarlne, used in the rescue
operation on the grounded Russian nuclear submarine,
Kursk, in the Barents Sea. — Reuters

spokesman in Moscow reported
no progress, blaming deteriorated
weather and zero visibility on the
seabed.

Naval officials said they still had
no clue as to what had happened
to the submarine, whether any
crew members had been killed or
wounded or what the situation
onboard was. Oxygen for the ves-
sel’s crewmen was expected to
last just two more days, but it was
not clear whether the sailors
could survive that long, consider-
ing that they had no heating and
the water temperature on the sea
floor was just 4 degrees above ze-
ro Centigrade. The Kursk subma-

rine, the biggest and newest in the
Russian Navy, has been lying on
the sea floor at a depth of 106
metres since Saturday after it
sank during naval exercises off
the Russian coast in the Barents
Sea. The Russian President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, described the sit-
uation as ‘critical’ after the naval
command announced that 16-
hour-long rescue efforts had been
hampered by bad weather.

Mr. Putin denied speculations
that the naval command had
been slow in launching the rescue
operation. ‘“The rescue operation
began immediately after the acci-
dent; not a minute was wasted.
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rine,” he said in televised remarks
in Sochi, on the Black Sea, where
he is on a short holiday.

The failure of their own rescue
efforts appears to have forced
Russians to accept Western offers
of help. Admiral Kuroyedov des-
patched on Wednesday his depu-
ty to NATO headquarters in
Brussels to discuss British and
American offers of help. The NTV
television reported that Moscow
had sent a Russian transport jum-
bo jet on Wednesday afternoon to
pick up a British rescue vessel.

If all efforts to lift the crew with
the help of a rescue capsule fail,
attempts could be made to raise
the submarine using giant pon-
toons. Another proposal calls for
raising the submarine to a vertical
position so that part of it protrud-
ed from the water.

Clinton reiterates help
Reuters reports from Washington:

U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
reiterated to Mr. Putin today that
the U.S. stood ready to help Mos-
cow with a stricken submarine, a
White House official said.

The official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, said Mr. Clin-
ton, in a phone conversation with
Mr. Putin, expressed his concern

about the situation with the sub- |

marine and ‘‘reiterated our offer
to help in any way the Russians
deem appropriate.”




1 crew mem

M
MOSCOW, AUG. 17. As rescue efforts
intensified to salvage the crippled
Russian submarine lying at the
sea-bed for the last six days, re-
ports suggested that its captain
and 60 of the 116 seamen are
feared dead. Commander Lan-
chin and 60 officers and sailors of
Kursk are feared to have died
soon after the disaster during ex-
ercises in the Barents Sea on Sat-
urday, according to Radio Mayak.

It said Cmdr. Lanchin and the
60 seamen were believed to be in
the first two compartments of the
submarine which was badly dam-
aged.

Viadimir Radyuhin reports:

Hopes of rescuing any of the
crew members are fading fast, as
the sailors are running out of ox-
ygen and are fighting near-freez-
ing temperatures.

The Russian Prime Minister,
Mr. Mikhail Kasyanov, described
the situation aboard the subma-
rine as ‘“‘close to catastrophic”
amid reports that bad weather
and strong underwater currents
had foiled all attempts by four
Russian rescue capsules working
in turns to dock with the damaged
vessel lying at a depth of 106
metres.

Navy officials said there were
no signs of life on the vessel, with
tapping on the hull not detected
since early Wednesday. Yet, offi-
cials insisted some crew members
could still be alive but were too
weak to move. The Navy raised
the number aboard the Kursk to
118 from 116 without explanation
today.

Underwater films showed mas-
sive damage to the nose and con-
ning tower prompting
suggestions that four front sec-
tions, which normally house 70
per cent of the crew, were filled

biw feared dead

A computergenerated image of the back of the Russian

nuclear submarine titted by

pontooris to the surface. The use

of pontoons will bring the rear cargo hatch of the crippled
Kursk closer to the surface, but this Is becoming impossible
astheﬂoododcraftlsveryheavy — AP

with water. “The accident hap-
pened so quickly we can say itwas
like a flash,” said the Navy’s chief
spokesman, Capt. Igor Dygalo.
“The internal escape capsule in
the conning tower must have also
been damaged making it impos-
sible for the crew to use it.”

The cause of the accident was
still not known, but the Russian
Defence Minister, Marshal Igor
Sergeyev, said it must have been a
collision with another vessel. “We
have irrefutable evidence that the
submarine hit an unknown ob-
ject,” he said.

Admiral Eduard Baltin, former
commander of a nuclear subma-
rine division, said the Kursk may
have rammed a large cargo ship
as it was surfacing.

But U.S. and British experts

said the Russian submarme must
have suffered two explosions in-
side the vessel. The Kursk can car-
ry up to 28 torpedoes and
anti-submarine missiles, each
with warheads weighing up to
1,000 pounds.

A Norwegian ship carrying a
British mini-rescue submarine
sailed from Trondheim port on
Thursday to where the Kursk was
stranded, after the Russian Presi-
dent, Mr. Vladimir Putin, ordered
the Navy to accept any foreign
help that was offered. Norway is
also sending divers to assist in the
rescue operation.

The Russian Navy’s deputy
chief of staff, Capt. Vladislav Ilyin,
arrived in Brussels on Thursday
for consultations on possible NA-
TO involvement in rescue efforts.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2000

THE SUBMARINE TRAGEDY 1)+

THE FADING AWAY of all hopes about the possi-
bility of rescuing any one from the Kursk, the
Russian nuclear submarine which had sunk into
the sea off the Arctic Circles, is a grim reminder
of the utter helplessness to which the world’s
navies are reduced when such a disaster strikes
without warning. The achievement of science
and technology which has gone into the building
of submarines could be seen from its being
wholly protected against the inflow of water
when it sails below the surface of the sea. Such a
remarkable invention was in fact foreseen by
Jules Verne, long before the submarine had be-
come a reality, in his Twenty Thousand Leagues
Under The Sea. The latest disaster to the Kursk is
a warning that nothing should be taken for
granted and things could go wrong long after the
building and the sailing of submarines have be-
come just matters of routine.

The investigation into the sinking of the
Kursk should reveal the causes which led to the
catastrophe. If, as it is believed, it was brought
about by its collision with an underwater object,
presumably another submarine, it is very un-
fortunate that the Kursk could not detect the
latter’s presence well in time. If this is what had
happened, it should by now have come to light
with the news of the other submarine having
been either damaged or sunk along with the
Kursk. The enquiry into the disaster will have to
explore what other “underwater objects” could
have been hit by the ill-fated Kursk. The other
horrifying possibilities which have been men-
tioned in this connection are the explosion of the
two tonnes of TNT stored inside the submarine
and the torpedoes it was carrying. They raise a
few disturbing questions about whether during
peacetime submarines should be packed with
cargo of the kind which could be put to use only
when nations are at war. If it is regarded neces-
sary even during peace time to test the torpedo

ring capabilities of submarines, was it not pos-
ible for them to have dummy versions of the

same instead of the live ones fraught with dapger
of the kind to which the Kursk was exposed? The
grimness of the tragedy could be seen from the
impossibility of any rescue operations reaching
the air pockets inside the submarine which
could continue to sustain lives until they run out.
With the Kursk having sunk into the sea, the
question of its being rescued by another sub-
marine docking with it does not arise. The trage-
dy calls for a closer look at matters hinging upon
the designing of the submarines of the future to
make them safer. A thorough investigation
should throw light on how the submarine had
become so vulnerable to be flooded by water as
this should have been ruled out by the tech-
nology which had gone into it.

The Kursk in fact joins a few other Russian
submarines which had met with a similar fate.
The radiation equipment of another submarine,
K- 19, which was launched in 1961 very much
against the warnings of the Soviet Commander
N. Chernavin that it was not safely constructed
became uncontrollable when it was a hundred
miles away from a Norwegian Island. K-3 was the
other Soviet submarine which was destroyed in a
fatal fire when it was six hundred miles away
from Newfoundland in 1972, The message from
the latest Kursk tragedy is that nuclear subma-
rine technology is still far from being fully
grasped. It will be worthwhile to draw attention
in this connection to the heavy toll which the
German submarines had taken immediately af-
ter the outbreak of the Second World War when
they torpedoed ships of the British Royal Navy
almost every day. The German submarines re-
mained wholly invulnerable for a while until ra-
dar, a British invention, made their detection
and eventual destruction possible, beginning
with the historic sinking of the elusive Grafspee.
The nuclear submarine incorporating a much

later technology seems to be a teaser for the

Russian Navy.
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. submarine, Kursk, sank in the Barents Sea, an in,

All aboard Russian sub dead

By Vladimir Radyuhin
MOSCOW, AUG. 21. Ten days after the Russian nucle

ternational rescue operation was called off afte
Norwegian divers said there were no survivors o
board. The divers drew this conclusion on Monda
after they finally succeeded in opening the escape
hatch in the ship’s rear to find the ninth compart-
ment filled with water, Russian television said. Nor-
wegian rescuers said the submarine was
completely flooded and none of its 118 crew alive.
They pressed the Russian side to call off the rescue
operation, RTR television said.

(According to a Reuters report, the Interfax news
agency quoted the head of the Northern Fleet,
Commander Vyacheslav Popov, as confirming that
all crew members were dead and the vessel com-
pletely flooded. This was the first official confirma-
tion of the death of the crew.)

Earlier, Russian authorities said the operation
should continue as there was still hope some sail-
ors could be alive in the sixth, seventh and eighth
compartments. The chief spokesperson of the
Northern Fleet said that hope could not be dis-
carded until all compartments were examined.
Rescuers were now examining the ninth compart-
ment with the help of remote-controlled camera.

* RTR television said a body of a sailor was found

near the hatch and that a remote-controlled ma-
nipulator would try and retrieve it.

A British rescue mini-submarine that rushed to
the site was never deployed after divers felt it could
be of little help. Officials said the emphasis now

would be on recovering the sailors’ bodies and that
Moscow had asked Norwegian divers to help in the
task. The Russian President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, on
Monday tripled funds for the victims’ kin to an
amount equal to $ 54,000. Psychologists are also
being sent to the Kursk’s base at Vedyaevo on the
Barents Sea to help counsel the sailors’ relatives.

Plan to recover n-reactors: Page 14
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David Hearst }6
London, August 22 a ?4,\
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{ "t ATURDAY, AUGUST 12,
%10.31 am: Fwo explosions in

«.#forward torpedo compart-
ment of the Kursk.

11.20 pm: Kursk fails to make
radio contact with command.
Search starts.

# Sunday, August 13, 3 am:
Kursk found on seabed. Navy
receives pictures showing scale of
damage.

The commander of the northern
fleet, Admiral Vyacheslav Popov,
declares to the Russian media that
the exercises were a perfect suc-
cess.

; B Monday, August 14, 0.30 am:
| Interfax and RIA Novosti, quoting
i sources at Navy HQ in Moscow,
i report that a submarine is on the
{seabed due to "technical prob-
¢ lems".

; The Navy denies that the Kursk
:is flooded and says there is no
" damage to the hull. Sonar sweeps
. of area report sounds, interpreted
vas survivors tapping hull with
: metal objects.

¢ It is claimed that the crew made
i a controlled descent, that "liaison
{ with the submarine is established",
and the crew had time to shut
down the twin reactors.

In fact, the Kursk flooded and

1

Rus sia hid the
)2\(\/\ sank like a stone after two explo-

sions in the forward torpedo com-
partment. Communication was
never established with the crew.

Officials say they are lowering a
diving bell to supply Kursk with
electric power and oxygen. Russia
rejects offers of help from Britain,
Norway and the US. The Russian
Navy had neither the diving bell,
nor the deep-sea divers.

Rescuers did nothing except film
the site.

B Tuesday, August 15: Storm
begins. A spokesman for the
Russian Navy again claims oxygen
is being supplied to the Kursk. A
hotline is established for relatives,
but the Navy refuses to name the
crew. The Russian mini-submarine
is not as advanced as those offered
by the US and Britain. The only
divers Russia sent down were
equipped with light diving gear,
and went down at grave risk to
themselves. Six almost perished in
a collision with surface ship.

# Wednesday, August 16: Storm
in Barents Sea abates. After a con-
versation with US President Bill
Clinton, Russian  President
Vladimir Putin orders Naval chiefs
to accept foreign aid, but only
offers from Norway and Britain
are accepted. A Navy Deputy
Chief of Staff says the crew is still
signalling by tapping on the hull.

Officials later say that the
sound from the vessel came on
Monday.

% Friday, August 18: Russian
newspaper publishes complete list
of those on board, but only after
paying a $660 bribe. Mr Putin says
accepting foreign aid earlier would
have made no difference because
foul weather would have inter-
fered with the rescue.

Western diving experts said
strong underwater currents would
have made little difference to their
operation. :

M Saturday, August 19: Hours
before the arrival of a British sub-
mersible and its Norwegian moth-
ership, officials say damage to the
vessel is massive, and that most of
the crew died within minutes of
the explosions.

Sunday, August 20: Russian
Deputy Prime Minister Ilya
Klebanov says Norwegian divers
have discovered the hatch will
have to be torn off with a hauser.
He also claims 2 man may be
trapped in the escape hatch.

Norway denies the existence of
the trapped man, and says its
divers reached no such conclusion
about opening the outer hatch.
They eventually open both the
outer and inner hatches relatively
easily. ’

{Guardian News Service)
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KURSK TRAGEDY / FAMILIES’ HOPES STILL ALIVE .

A\ sailors’ kin grill Putin %9 «*

By Viadimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, AUG. 23. Angry relatives of the crew of
the Russian nuclear submarine Kursk which
sank in the Barents Sea rebelled against the
Kremlin’s decision to hold a day of mourning
on Wednesday for the 118 sailors declared
dead and demanded that the rescue operation
be resumed.

Hundreds of the sailors’ families who gath-
ered in the northern naval base of Vidyayevo
poured their wrath on the Russian President,
Mr. Viadimir Putin, when he met them on

~ Tuesday night. They demanded that mourn-

The Russian President, Mr. Viadimir Putin (left), shakes hands with an unidentified

ing be postponed until all sections of the
sunken submarine had been thoroughly
searched for possible survivors and the dead
bodies had been retrieved.

“When will we get them back, dead or alive?
Answer as the President,”” shouted a woman in
the crowd, referring to the bodies of the sail-
ors, in short clips on state-owned RTR televi-
sion.

Mr. Putin, dressed in black and looking
sombre, confronted the sailors’ relatives in an
unprecedented six-hour meeting closed to all
media except state-owned television. Witness-

relative of one of the sallors aboard the nuclear submarine Kursk, in the closed
military base of Vedyayevo, 80 km north from Murmansk on Tuesday. Mrs. Irina
Lyachin (center), is the wife of Gennady Lyachin, the captain of Kursk. — AP

THE HINDU

2 5 A7 1D

es said the meeting was extremely heated and
emotional, with the families voicing their "~
dignation at what they called was a botched
rescue operation. “We do not believe our chil-
dren are dead and we do not want any mourn-
ing until new efforts have been made to rescue
them,” a crying woman told NTV television
after meeting the President.

The Interfax news agency said Mr. Putin had
answered all of the relatives’ questions and
promised them all bodies from the Kursk
would be recovered once Norwegian divers
readied necessary equipment. He acknowl-
edged the North Sea Fleet's rescue service was
in a poor state but added that no commanders
would be punished unless their guilt had been
proved.

Mr. Putin decreed official mourning after
Norwegian divers had opened an escape
hatch on the Kursk on Sunday and found the
entire submarine was flooded. Bowing to the
families’ demands, he cancelled a planned
ceremony of paying last respects to the Kursk
crew at the site of the catastrophe and return-
ed to Moscow.

Wives and mothers of the sailors feared
mourning would mean no further efforts
would be made to recover the bodies. Mourn-
ing ceremonies were called off in Vedyayevo,
but elsewhere in Russia flags flew at half-staff
on Wednesday, candles were lit in Churches
and entertainment programmes were can-
celled.

NTV television said the sailors’ families
were going to sue the Government for failing
to provide full and truthful information about
the disaster during the 10-day rescue ordeal.

NTV on Wednesday reported that radiation
levels on the coast near the site where the
Kursk went down had doubled overnight. But
later the channel cited the joint Russian- Nor-
wegian environmental group, Bellona, as say-
ing such variations are normal and harmless.
The group said there.were absolutely no signs
of any radiation from the sunken submarine.
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i.lRSK TRAGEDY / GOVT. TO AWAIT PROBE REPORT

/

By Vladimir Radyuh

MOSCOW, AUG. 24. Russia’s military
top brass have offered to resign
over the Kursk submarine disaster
but will retain their jobs until an
official investigation into the
causes of the tragedy has been
carried out.

The Russian President, Mr. Vla-
dimir Putin, said he had received
offers of resignation from the De-
fence Minister, the Navy Chiefand
the Commander of the Northern
Fleet, but had decided not to ac-
cept them for the moment.“If
anybody is to blame, he will have
to be punished, without any
doubt. But we must get a clear pic-
ture of the causes of this tragedy
and the manner in which the res-
cue operation was carried out,”
Mr. Putin said in a television in-
terview on Wednesday night.

In his first detailed public com-
ment on the sinking of the sub-
marine, in which 118 sailors had
died, Mr. Putin accepted respon-
sibility for what had happened.
“Despite the fact that I've been in
this job in the Kremlin for little
over 100 days, I bear a feeling of
full responsibility and a feeling of
guilt for this tragedy,” he said. The
statement was in stark contrast
with the posture of callous indif-
ference typical of Soviet leaders in
similar circumstances. “Words are
not enough, they are hard to find.
1 feel like wailing,” the clearly
shaken President said.

Mr. Putin has been under fire
for failing to react promptly to the
disaster and waiting for two days
before accepting international of-
fers of help for the rescue of the
Kursk crew. It was only on the
10th day after the catastrophe that
Norwegian divers opened the sub-
marine’s escape hatch and de-
clared all sailors dead.

However, Mr. Putin managed to
somewhat reduce the damage to
his image by flying to the northern
naval base of Vidyayevo on Tues-
day to confront the angry families
of the dead sailors. In his Wednes-
day interview to the state-owned
RTR television, Mr. Putin sought
to reaffirm strong support for the
armed forces, one of his main
power bases.

utm refuses to accept
x\ resignations ¢

Relatives of the seamen of the sunken Russian submarine Kursk
leave the Voronezh nuclear submarine after an excursion at a
naval base in Vidayevo on Wednesday. The navy brought the

relatives to the site so that they could see the place where the

seamen had worked and died. — AP

“There will be no groundless
mass reprisals under the influence
of wild swings of emotion and un-
der the influence of circumstanc-
es,” he said. “T will be with the
army, with the navy and with the
people. And together we will re-
build the army, the navy, and the
country.”

A survey conducted after the
Kursk disaster showed Mr. Putin’s
approval rating had dropped to 65
percent from the record 73 last
month, but the President re-
mained by far the most popular
leader in Russia.

The sailors’ relatives headed out
into the Arctic Barents Sea on
Thursday to lay flowers on the
waves above the Kursk, after at-
tending an emotional laying of a
foundation stone for a memorial
to the sunken submarine. The cer-
emony, in which the President
had been expected to take part,
had been planned for Wednesday,
but was cancelled at the demand
of the relatives who clung to the
hope that some sailors could still
be alive inside the wreck lying at
108 metres below the surface.

AFP reports:

A Norwegian engineering group

is in talks with Russian authorities
over the possibility of raising the
sector of the sunken submarine
that contains its nuclear reactors,
the firm said on Thursday.

Global Tool Management is as-
sessing the feasibility of separat-
ing the rear section of the flooded
vessel which houses the two reac-
tors with remote-controlled cut-
ters, and then raising it onto a
barge, said Mr. Harald Ramfjord,
one of the company’s directors.

“We think it would be fruitless
to try to float the entire submarine
to the surface, as it is damaged
and full of water,” he said.

“Several attempts in the past to
raise submarines have shown that
they break apart, and trying to re-
pair the ship at the site would be
extremely costly for the Russians,”
he added.

“If the reactors are dry and are
not leaking radioactivity, we-could
raise them to the surface using a
crane on a barge,” Mr. Ramfjord
said. “In the opposite scenario, if
the reactors are leaking, we could
encase them in cernent and trans-
port them out to sea, droppmg
them at a depth of 2,000 metres.”

!
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Vladimir Putin rejects Wester

N

O
charge over Kursk tragedy (‘%\t

MOSCOW: President Vladimir Putin has refuted the
Western charge that his country did
not request assistance in time for res-
cuing sailors trapped aboard the nu-
clear submarine Kursk, reports
Novosti quoting excerpts from his
b3 televised address to the nation.

B “It took Norwegian divers full six
days to reach the wrecked ship’s
hatch,” he said on Thursday night. Mr
Putin indirectly referred to the unin-
terrupted degradation of the armed
forces. Though in power for a very small period, the
President is ready to answer for the 15 years during
which the defence forces have been degrading.

Viadimir Putin

Former Soviet leader Mikhail-Gorbachev said that
the submarine disaster would not affect the profound
faith Russians had in their President. But Mr Gor-
bachev also demanded complete information con-
cerning the tragedy which, he felt, had not been pro-
vided to Mr Putin. “Don’t draw rash conclusions,”
warned famous Russian submariger admiral
Vladimir Chernavin while talking to Russian govern-
ment daily Rossisskaya Gazeta. He presented three
possibilities.

The catastrophe may have been caused by a collision
with a surface vessel or another submarine in the Bar-
ents Sea. It could have been the result of major seal
failure. Third, the ill-fated sub might have made a quick
dive to evade danger and hit the seafloor. °ry
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Russia readies reply;
to US mussile test

MICHAEL EVANS ﬁ(\/ \V
THE TIMES, LONDON «]

MOSCOW, July 8. — Russia is believed to be pheparing to test
launch its new mobile SS27 intercontinental ballistic missile.

American intelligence agencies are reportedly monitoring activi-
ties at a base on the Kamchatka peninsula. Japan too is keeping
close watch on a possible missile test, according to the Jane’s
Information Group. The Kamchatka peninsula is about 500 miles
from Japan.

Any test of a Russian ICBM would be seen as a deliberately
timed move by Moscow to coincide with USA’s test flight of its
prototype anti-missile defence system.

The latest test of the *Son of Star Wars’ programme, involving a
Minuteman ICBM with a dummy warhead which would be tar-
geted by a guided interceptor more than 120 miles over the
Pacific, was set for early today.

The Russian President, Mr Vladimir Putin, has warned USA of
revoking the Start II treaty if the latter goes ahead with the
deployment of a national missile defence system to counter the
perceived threat posed by North Korea.

The implied threat is that Russia would add more warheads to
the SS27 which at present is a single-warhead ICBM. Under Start
11, all land-based strategic missiles with multiple independently
targeted warheads are to be scrapped. When the Duma voted to
ratify Start II this year, Russia reserved the right to revoke the
‘treaty if the USA went ahead with its national missile defence sys-
tem in breach of the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty.

According to Jane’s Information Group, Russian reports on the
83527 emphasise the new missile’s invulnerability to anti-ballistic
missile defences.

“It has a more energetic first-stage engine and incorporates a
new warhead and re-entry vehicle with reduced vulnerability to
interceptors,” Jane’s Strategic Weapon Systems said.

The USA has tried to reassure Russia that the proposed national
missile defence system will not affect the credibility of Russian
strategic weapons.

THE STATE MAN

P e ety



NINAN EXPPESS
13 2D

,gnl woaﬁomuﬁﬁohu IO Yora 14D S

, - u@vm oy, sapers  -opdwioo wedep pue vISSIY,, ‘pres .
owﬁo&mc« EE«MEES h;oﬁ 3 ‘10410 YIed posuop, 'SINOg

' JRY JOU MOU SIESIE) Yons are X3y} nw.oa are oM 2snEeq EoEb&,

Sl \‘_vovo»«gmﬁh ,g@gﬁ

eI} SAJNIQ JOU Op M Ing,, . [eIeU dre mﬁa%@aab&aa . ; L : §|" U Sunysy,,’ U2 oARY oYM Swmos |
. Aeponoafmul u@uﬁﬁa , “pres 2l qnP SIq JO rom g | 10Y SSUNIOY OPYI et SORYD A3
ﬁgggﬁnﬁﬁaﬁaﬁﬁ Et&%&wzﬁﬁm ‘sonumyzod (. Supus “Auioucso Joprewr AropIo |
SuINsse POYS S ey s sised agy, .moowﬁzom:e«sﬁkag._mmm || Ue SpIeso) folew Js essmy
pu;, "pres unng M o) siseq owos  ~do 359t JO SUNIPIS SR UO P © PrESOSJESL, TROp!
SEqJUSPIIF S} HPIO 858&2@ O} JUreA JOU S0P BISSIRY;, SHISiqosd s = i 20 prom jey ‘szomivd. 19q0
myp uﬁavf_uwvﬁ PAASIq I, o_n@aooaw.gnsuuuﬁﬁﬂﬂou N : * TSN SPILMO) UBY} SRIOMOU BISSITY
. ' aoueRRqIeSp §§&§E§R§g L %ggﬁu_szoﬂuom&b
==m§aas= a3ewrep Joupmoys  -pesf sy potoadxa oy pres upng - . ~unod padojsAsp 2083,
SIEIY) MOU JJO PIeAM O} SOAOUI - "SUOISSIS JUINMS fenide oip) St [fom - "epeuR) PUe AR ‘COURLY ‘Greig
pres ‘syooo1 anSor jsureSe prorgs sesSunootn [rIsjenq SPIOUI [im pue gu@ ‘veder ‘sojeIg ‘Powury
Spsstur feuoneu & ping o} sueid - femeupiO Jo puelst ssowedef S U0’ ~— L o pue eissmy sosud .
$1,JO gL Youne)s e ‘unng uow  dovid soye) pwwms sreak sy, o | an yANYM. .E%«m Jo dnoun) oy

3o mmums £7-Tz Anf & 0} Sy’
-0l ‘pres o ‘sIgousq Jo sedapard
2)O1OU0D fue L 9AIA1 0} waﬁum,

..o:owzanaoouonmu«o? 5

~ "sojou noipimsuonsonb . Buroms

~Ue Juopuos pue PAXefar payooy

| Iopes] werssmy Plo-Teak-Lp o ‘Aep

- ~SonL, 1o woor nondeos1 waIy-

CUS W oIl HN suedef

pue . uosaRL  L§O - sessmy

. -omomjequnooAuewoy ey - "9Ag SJE9K MON UO Esov s
OUMESTH mﬁ.&@gﬁu«oﬁg 91q . poddsss g@rwﬂ:a Ay, ‘Teakisey
_--1s50d § on§oIInoge SWaoues AuSofo) ur ywwns sdnon A
S, aopwag Ul JISW JWIOS MBS -JB SBM JUDPISI]J HRISSY] Sk Sooue
.o:vamg:m ._o.naoow:ﬂm ¥Q  -readdeqeuoneursiu Suosuvms si.

InoquSou wisse 18] JOSUO PR ‘sonuoud ofod udioroy

: b: 5§§~8 feroreqiq Saordunr STy jo Su0 8O oY spewmsiox .
" pur s$on YNOSYLION IsI[euiiou «SOIOUNOI [RLHSNPUT BT
, QPMOdILEOp PO EISSITY S E.SB aﬁo SI9pE3] A M suon
M IXOU STY ADOWSI PINOM O -B[QI JO JRULIO] Y3 01 SqU0sGns Jou

" 1nq SueASuokd paNsiA pelf Jopes] Oﬁukmgb presoy S‘uoospue . ‘SmAY QI MJAAINNY TR U] -

151A0S 10 URISSHY] OU JJeunjiojun * AWOU039 URISSIY Y3 10] PO : ggﬁdﬁﬂhégg
SBAV)) PTEs 5y “@oIO YUON U0 Mnoqe ‘suonesiredio feuoRewIm (- O gL o&dyﬁ.&a%ﬁ%& :

" "SOpESSpIOJORIQL | [eRUEUy SUIDES| SUOHERISES -
| puR MO0S0 USamaq suonefor -smy 3umordur pue Suaaainoqe - W
PB3op Sey YoM SPUES IMOY IO ANSOH SemYE) S ‘USY) YO,

GRISISUMO SU IOA0 MOLTELIONIY  “AY8rgjodnor), U APOIpSfSHp L
ﬁﬁaﬂ:ﬁ%&@%»ﬁ,.o§5_0>28~§a£ g doud i ; M ; R : ‘ 4 ‘
I5pUN SUGKBY L) S Y Funadur e REISADE et LL S SIS /) A
PIRU [EENAUI PUE Bﬁ«ﬁuﬂggﬁﬁ b ene o Enstiuad T mOoSOJL g pey. o s = SR A ﬁ.ﬁiio%g
Do o4 it pRuonjon .. B giaé.%na WEIIOD] POPINIP 91 UO SUOHWAR, < QDI osTied: D SWOSMETSLI I ‘- ANNISIN NILUVYW
LRI e T T T A .u. #V% o o B ,.¢ . PR , . : . o B e o zm.f -

, _maomgaﬁﬁ%ﬁgooﬂ% ]




Putin paints grim poirtliait of

Fred Weir

AT
Moscow, July 12 Q’b \\'\(" A\

USSIAS NEW master,
K’residem Viadimir Putin,

pelled out his vision for the
country’s future in a keynote
address last weekend.

To the surprise of many, it com-
bines the most liberal economic
agenda to appear since the col-
lapse of the USSR with a frankly
authoritarian blueprint for the
revival of strong state power.

“Putin expressed the new eco-
nomic ideology that Russia will fol-
low, and that is freedom,” says
Leonid Grigoriev, director of the
Economic Analysis Bureau, a
Kremlin-connected think tank.

“He made it clear that Russia will
not survive as a strong, integral
country unless there are sweeping
and sustained reforms.”

Though he never once men-
tioned the name of his predecessor
and political mentor, Putin’s 50-
minute State of the Nation address
was in effect a harsh repudiation of
Boris Yeltsin’s heritage. He
described a Russia riven with

v——

regional discord, weakened by
massive capital flight and official
corruption, and losing 750,000 citi-
zens every year through premature
deaths.

“It was quite a grim portrait of
Russia ten years after the end of
the Soviet Union,” says indepen-
dent analyst Nikolai Zyubov, “He
meant to wake people up.”

The six economic guidelines that
Mr Putin laid out were commit-
ments to protect private property

Russia, spells out new vision

AW/
rights, slash \stbsidics to unprof-

itable industries, streamline the
cumbersome state bureaucracy,
cut taxes and tariffs, reform the
banking sector and end welfare
assistancc to all but the poorest
Russians.

If implemented, those principles
are likely to trigger sharp political
conflicts and widespread social dis-
content,

Under former President Yeltsin
the government avoided unrest
largely by kecping Sovict-era subsi-
dies and social benefits in place,
turning a blind eye to rampant offi-
cial corruption and letting regional
leaders go their own way.

Mr Putin’s answer to how socicty
must be made to swallow the bitter
pill of market reform was simple:
Tough government.

“Only a strong — usc the word
effective if you don’t like strong —
only an effective and democratic
state is capable of protecting civic,
political and economic freedoms,”
he said.

But many analysts worry Mr
Putin’s democratic Ahetoric is a
mask that will qujekly fall away,
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/\;o Putin summons
2 defence chiefs

Moscow\JULY 16. The Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
summoned his Defence Minister
and the chief of staff today to put
an end to their public row over
the future of Russia’s nuclear de-
terrent, Interfax news agency
said.

The agency said the Defence
Minister, Mr. Igor Sergeyev, and
the armed forces chief of staff,
Gen. Anatoly Kvashnin, had both
left for the Black Sea resort of So-
chi, where Mr. Putin was taking a
break ahead of next week's visits
to China, North Korea and a G8
summit in Japan.

A Kremlin spokesman said he
could not immediately confirm
the report and the Defence Minis-
try was not available for com-
ment.

Mr. Putin had to step into the
row splitting Russia’s top military
command after the long-simmer-
ing conflict spilled into the open
earlier this week at a meeting of
senior generals where Gen.
Kvashnin proposed drastically re-
ducing the nuclear forces’ role.

Mr. Sergeyev, himself a former

Qm“

strategic rocket forces command—
er and a staunch proponent of
their independent position within
the armed forces, countered the
idea with a plan to beef up the
deterrent. The meeting ended
without any decision being taken.

General staff officers moved to
stem rumours about a rift within
the military, but the usually re-
served Sergeyev went public, call-
ing Gen. Kvashnin's suggestions a
“psychotic attack” and his ideas
“plain madness”.

Mr. Putin quickly called on Ser-
geyev and Gen. Kvashnin to work
together. He met the two before
leaving Moscow and the Kremlin
said they were told to prepare
their arguments for a meeting of
the advisory Security Council, due
to discuss military reform.

Mr. Sergeyev and Gen. Kvash-
nin have long been at loggerheads
over the future of Russia’s armed
forces, with the the war in Chech-
nya and U.S.-Russian nuclear cuts
treaties giving Gen. Kvashnin
grounds for demanding more
money for ground forces. — Reu-
ters
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By Vladimir Radyuhin
moscow, Jury 27. The Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, re-
ceived the Iraqi Deputy Prime
Minister, Mr. Tariq Aziz, in the
Kremlin on Wednesday,
reiterating Moscow’s support for
Iraq and calling for closer ties be-
tween the two countries.

‘““Russia has always opposed air
strikes on Iraq and will consis-
tently support it in the United Na-
tions,” the Interfax news agency
quoted the Russian leader as say-
ing at-the start of the meeting.

Mr. Putin said Russia was hap-
py with the current state of rela-
tions with Iraq, but noted that
bilateral cooperation could be
more efficient if international
control over Iraq’s mass destruc-
tion weapons were resumed, In-
terfax said. Mr. Aziz was reported
to have brought a message to Mr.
Putin from the Iraqi President,
Mr. Saddam Hussein.

Mr. Putin recalled his meeting
with Mr. Aziz when the Russian
leader worked there several years

H

The Russian President, Mr. Viadimir Putin (right), greets
the Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Tariq Aziz, during their
meeting at the Kremlin in Moscow on Wednesday. — AP

ago. “We had a constructive dis-
cussion,” the Russian President
said, according to Interfax. “Un-
fortunately, little has changed

since then in the situation regard-
ing Iraq.” '

Earlier on Wednesday, Mr. Aziz,
who arrived in Moscow on Tues-
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«f Putin for closer ties with Iraq g%

day for a three-day visit, confer-
red for three hours with the
influential Security Council Sec-
retary, Mr. Sergei Ivanov. De-
scribing Iraq as a “friend of
Russia,” Mr. Ivanov said that the
two countries had adopted “a
pragmatic approach to develop-
ing bilateral relations in the exist-
ing international framework.” He
said he had discussed with Mr.
Aziz “proposals to strengthen ec-
onomic ties between our two
countries.” Mr. Ivanov said it was
too early to disclose the propos-
als.

Russian media said Mr. Aziz’
visit was part of Moscow’s efforts
to forge closer ties with what
countries labelled ‘rogue re-
gimes’’ by Washington. The Iraqi
leader has come to Russia on the
heels of Mr. Putin’s visit to North
Korea and on the eve of a visit to
Moscow by Libya’s Foreign Min-
ister.

The Russian television said
Russia and Iraq could reopen di-
rect air flights between the cap-
itals of the two countries.
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S President’s interview to Putin’s th/ f critic causes he\ad/che

Moscow, June 4 (Reuters): US
President Bill Clinton and secre-
tary of state Madeleine Albright
marked their visit to Moscow
today with events at two radio sta-
tions causing headaches for their
host, President Vladimir Putin.

Clinton was to field questions
in an unprecedented hour-long
radio evening phone-in pro-
gramme on the popular radio sta
tion Ekho Moskvy, while Albright
started her day by visiting staff at
US-funded Radio Liberty.

Both stations have been in the
focus of concerns among liberals
seeking assurances that post-So-
viet freedom of speech will be up-
held under the no-nonsense ap-
proach of Putin, inaugurated as
president last month.

Putin and other officials say
press freedoms are sacrosanct.
Liberals cite as grounds for doubt
a raid last month by masked po-
lice on the prominent Media-
MOST group and a dubious swap

- earlier this year involving a Radio

Liberty correspondent in Chech-
nya.

Clinton’s appearance on Ekho
Moskvy, promoted throughout
the day #n radio and television, is
the first such no-holds-barred con-
tact between Russian listeners
and a US President. It is also to be
shown on private NTV’s flagship
Itogi news programme.

Ekho Moskvy and NTV are sta-
blemates in the Media-MOST
group, which authorities said was
raided as part of an mqulry into fi-
nancial misdeeds.

Both have constantly nipped at
the Kremlin’s heels on*the Chech-
nya campaign and the uphvlding
of post-Soviet liberties. Liberal
journalists said the swoop was
aimed at bringing independent
media into line with more docile
state-run outlets.

Later in the evening, NTV’s
satirical programme Kukly (Pup-
pets) — scathing skits with Russ-
ian politicians in puppet form —is
to feature a puppet depicting the
US President.

Staff at Radio Liberty, set up
during the Cold War with sister
station Radio Free Europe to
reach listeners in communist
eastern Europe, said Albright en-
gaged inan informal chat on Russ-
ian issues. It was neither broad-
cast nor recorded.

“We talked about freedom of
speech in Russia and democracy *
in the region and Putin’s adminis-
trative reforms,” correspondent
Sophie Labroschini said by tele-
phone. “It was a very relaxed, free
and warm discussion seated
around a table.”

She said there was no focus on
Radio Liberty’s difficulties in Rus-
sia or the disappearance for sever-

" al weeks of Chechnya war corre-

spondent Vladimir Babitsky,
even though Babitsky was pre-
sent.

Russian authorities said they
handed Babitsky, highly critical
of the military drive mastermind-

i
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nton Visits troﬁﬁlemaker radio
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US President Bill Clinton is greeted by Russian President Vladimn' Putin during their second meetmg m Kremlin on Sunday. (AFP)

: ed by Putin, to Chechen guerrillas

in February in exchange for cap—
tured soldiers.

Western governments and
media denounced the purported

*swap. Babitsky surfaced mysteri-

ously a month later in an adjacent
Russian region and faces charges
of holding a forged passport.

Wild boar and goose

Clinton spent last night in
Russia in style — dining on wild
boar and goose, touring the pri-
vate presidential quarters at the
Kremlin and listening to jazz
music until midnight.

Clinton arrived yesterday in
Moscow, the third leg and high-

light of his four-nation European

. tour, and headed almost immedi-

ately to the Kremlin for his first
meeting with Putin since he took

. over Russia’s top job.

The dinner, which a senior
U.S. official termed as “congenial”
with “easygoing” conversations,
lasted nearly three hours, then
was finished off with a private
concert by some of Russia’s best-
known jazzmen.

Clinton had a warm, backslap
ping relationship with Putin’s
predecessor Boris Yeltsin. Putin

is anything but backslappmg, but
both the US and Russian side
characterised the dinner last
night as as warm, saying the two
leaders got on well.

Putin, a dour former KGB spy
who is not known to be a jazz fa-
natic like Clinton, pulled out all
the stops with the concert and a
rare glimpse at his personal quar-
ters — which once would have
been off limits to Russia’s former
American foes.

Veteran Russian jazz great
Oleg Lundstrem, who has been
awarded the tile of the “People’s
Artist of Russia”, led his State
Jazz Chamber Orchestra in Amer-
ican and Russian tunes including
Duke Ellington’s Dear Old South-
land and Old Circus Train.

“We have played many times
in the United States, the last time
two years ago at a jazz festival in
Santa Barbara.

But the orchestra has not had.

an opportunity to peet the Ameri-
can President yet,” Lundstrem
told Itar-Tass news agency.

Lundstrem, now in his 80s, was
ajazz pioneer in the former Soviet
Union and runs one of the coun-
try’s oldest bands.

He was followed by the Youth

" Jazz Ensemble and the Igor But-
man Quartet. Saxophonist But-
man is also a popular performer
and has worked in the US.

"One of the conductors told
Tass that Clinton did not take up
Lundstrem’s offer to play a saxo-
phone, which he brought to the
Kremlin in case the American
President — a keen saxophone’
player — felt like lending his ef-
forts to the music. <&

But he said Clinton clearly en-

joyed .the evening’ tertains,
ﬁ w. 1ch -
adventures of an aide caught by

.ment. Before the ¢

“lasted until about m dmght
offered his guest a host of local del
icacies before giving hirg d'taur of
his private quarters. | . & .

After starting on 1rad1t1onal
Russian “bliny” pancakes, Clin-
ton was treated to cold spicy wild
boar and “shchi” cabbage soup.
That was followed by trout and
goose in red wine sauce.

Taking a break to digest before
arich dessert of plum ice cream,
Putin took Clinton on a 50-minute
tour of his residence at the Krem-
lin.

They strolled through Putin’s
personal, booklined study then
visited a small chapel that is part
of the presidential residence.

Putin even showed Clinton — an
avid jogger before a knee injury a
fe'w years ago— his workout room
complete with weights. and a
massage table.

In the absence of hard news on
the Kremlin talks, Russian media
turned to more banal matters.

Itar-Tass news agency made
much of Clinton’s failure to.em-
bark on his customary morning
jog, viewed as a bizarre pastime
by most residents of heavily pol-
Juted Moscow.

It reported instead on the mis-

police jaywalking across
Moscow’s main thoroughfare
while on his run.

RTR state television tackled

what it saw as more serious
breaches of protocol — the ab-
sence of Hillary Clinton and the
president’s dress sense.
i “Clinton arrived without the
first lady and made his way down
the ramp on his own. Madeleine
Albright waited patiently until he
tot to the bottom. Everyone no-
tced this,” RTR said.

“But observers also noted the
Ingth of the president’s trousers,
two cm (3/4 inch) shorter than in
lisentourage.”




Putin calls Clinton’s
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bIuff on missile defencé

By M D Nalapat %&0

NEW DELHE: Although the Cljn-
' ton administra-
tion has named
the “Rouge
states” of Iran,
Irag and North
A Korea as the rea-
son for develop-
ing an anti-mis-
sile system that
can  intercept
warheads before
impact, the reality is that none of
these countries is a direct strategic
threat to the United States. While
Iran and Iraq are decades away
from the development of even
medium-range missiles, the North
Koreans lack the infrastructure to
pursue their long- range missile
programmes without substantial
outside help. Hence, Pyongyang’s
policy of offering to trade such de-
velopment for economic assistance.

The second official reason men-
tioned by President Bill Clinton to

V. Putin

arm Taiwan with nuclear weapons
(as it has Israel) without fear of re-
taliation by Beijing. In the case of
Russia, despite Moscow’s obsession
with being accepted as a “good Eu-
ropean” power, a fixation that be-
gan in the 1970s, the eastward ex-
pansion of NATO and the action
against Yugoslavia underline the
geopolitical reality that neither
Germany nor France can accept
Russia integrated into Europe, as
this entity would marginalise both.
Despite President Putin’s efforts at
playing the European card, this fac-
tor will ensure the exclusion of
Moscow from the inner councils of
the European Union, thus driving it
closer to the other “outside” gear
power, China.

By offering to collaborate with _
the United States in building a
joint missile defence shield, Presi-
dent Putin has called Clinton’s
bluff. As Russia is a primary target
of the shield, the question of col-
laboration with it will not arise un-

justify the NMD is h NEWS ANALYSIS q less it is a one-

even less credible.

way street where

It is that nuclear weapons can fall
into the hands of “terrorists and or-
ganised criminal group.” While
there exists a slim chance that
“dirty” nukes (such as those devel-
oped by Pakistan) and even tactical
nuclear weapons may get into such
hands, the proposed NMD is not
geared to defend against such
threats, but against launches of
longer-range strategic weapons.
The odds that any such usable sys-
tem will fall into the hands of “ter-
rorists and criminals” is virtually
Zero.

In reality, the National Missile
Defence (NMD) system favoured
by the Clinton administration is de-
signed to protect the United States
against retaliatory nuclear attack
by just two countries, Russia and
China, it is only against them that
the $250 billion full costs of the
NMD can be justified.

With the NMD in operation, the
United States could for example

Russian technology flows to the
West and not vice-versa. NATO in-
terests mandate the early collapse
of Russian strategic infrastructure,
hence President Putin is unlikely |
to get help from Western Europe
to finance an upgradation in mis-
sile and weapon systems.

However, by ratifying both
CTBT as well as start, Mr Putin has
laid the onus for the collapse of the
two-decade long architecture of
arms control, on Washington. Those
treaties were concluded at a time
when Moscow was still a viable su-
perpower. Today, it is an economic
pygmy, and the United States .
would like amendments to existing
treaties that reflect the huge imbal-
ance between the relative impor-
tance of the two countries, Neither
Beijing nor Moscow appear ready
to ignore the threat to their security
that such unilateralism by Washing-
ton represents, despite soothing -
rhetoric from NATO.

.
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TUESDAY, MAY 9, 2000

TER AN IMPRESSIVE swearing-in at the Krem-
lin on Sunday, the Putin Presidency has begun in
Russia. Though he was already Acting President
from January 1, Mr. Viadimir Putin launches his
own innings now to rebuild a modern Russia to
secure its rightful place in the international com-
munity. In only the second democratic election
to the Russian Presidency, a smooth transition of
power has taken place. Perhaps the best decision
that an ailing and impulsive President, Mr. Boris
Yeltsin, took was to resign on New Year's eve and
install his Prime Minister, Mr. Putin, as the Acting
President and anointed heir. As yet an unknown
phenomenon, Mr, Putin has managed to hoid his
ground, evolve a working relationship with Par-
liament and initiate a major military offensive in
Chechnya to crush what his administration
called 'Islamic separatism’. Now that he is on his
own wicket, the former secret service agent of
Soviet vintage must spell out his vision and plan
for the reconstruction of the Russian Federation.
With the people giving him an overwhelming
mandate in the March election and rejecting Mr.
Gennady Zhyuganov and his brand of communi-
sm once again, the expectations are bound to be
high. Mr. Putin must outline his road map for the
political and economic revival of Russia.

By choosing his First Deputy Premier, Mr.
Mikhail Kasyanove, as the Acting Prime Minister,
the new President may be signalling his econom-
ic policy and push for reforms. Assuming that the
Duma obliges him with a straightforward confir-
mation of the next Prime Minister, Mr. Putin
must still spell out how he plans to pull out the
Federation from its present economic ruin, rise
in crime, corruption and collapse of both the
public sector as well as the social security sys-
tems of the Soviet era. More than the political
and diplomatic forays, Russians must be looking
forward to new economic initiatives that can trig-
ger both a spurt in industrial growth and income

THE PUTIN PRESIDENCY 31\

generation for the people. Pseudo capitalism and
economic exploitation have been the only gains
of reforms till now and the Putin administration
must work out a balanced development strategy
that can allow the private sector to evolve and at
the same time protect or cushion the poor from
the short term effects of the restructuring pro-
gramme. Thousands of employees have not been
paid regular wages and crime as well as extortion
seem to be the order of the day. While helping the
poor to come to terms with the transition, he
must stamp out the organised /8angs to restore
the rule of law.

There are signs of Rus\iap activism on the
international stage and also a Nint at complying
with past commitments. The re¥ent ratification
by the Duma of the START treaty with the U.S.
signals the latter and also the control of Mr. Pu-
tin. The pronouncements of the Foreign Minister
in Washington and the unambiguous warnings
to the U.S. administration smack of new-found
optimism in the future of the Federation. Even if
Mr. Putin may have won his first battle in Chech-
nya, the scars are difficult to heal and questions
on human rights violations remain unanswered.
If Mr. Putin wants to create a multipolar world in
the new millennium, his task is cut out. He must
first consolidate Russia, forge a new partnership
with the former Soviet Republics and enter into a
dialogue with the European Union. Equations
with the U.S., under a new President next year,
will be another priority. Both China and Japan
are courting Moscow in their own ways to build a
new partnership. From an Indian perspective,
Mr. Putin has promised to visit New Delhi later
this year to provide new substance and direction
to a strategic partnership that already exists.
There are many economic and trade problems to
be sorted out. His first few months and policy
directions may give a hint of both Mr. Putin and
his Presidency.
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MOSCOW, May 10. — The
Russmn President today asked
the Parliament’s
lower  house,
i Duma, to app-
| rove Mr Mikhail
Kasyanov as his
new Prime
Minister.

Just hours after
his inauguration
on Sunday, Mr
Vladimir Putin named Mr
Kasyanov as the acting Prime
Minister. Mr Kasyanov, a 42-
year-old economist well known
to the West, had been first
deputy Prime Minister and
then finance minister in the
outgoing Cabinet.

With his plea to Duma, Mr
Putin has made clear that he
wants Mr Kasyanov to run the
economy, which is showing
some signs of improvement
after months in the doldrums.

“I am proposing the candide-
ture of Kasyanov to secure the
consent of the state Duma to be
appointed as chairman of the
government in accordance with
Article 83 of the Constitution
of the Russian federation,”
Interfax news agency quoted

Mr Putin

Mr Putin as saying in a letter
to Duma.

Under the Constitution, the
President has two weeks to
name his candidate for Prime
Ministership. Duma has a
week to consider the nomina-
tion and vote on it.

“I cannot say how united |
Duma is in its thinking. I'm
not at all certain about that,”
Mr Vladimir Lukin, Duma’s
deputy chairman, told RTR
state TV before the letter was
sent. “But I am certain the
majority of deputies will con-
firm the Prime Minister pro-
posed by Putin. Not because of
his name or personality, but
because he has been proposed
by the newly elected
President.”

Political analysts said the
choice of Mr Kasyanov shows
Mr Putin wants to rely on
already proven ministers and

. take a firm grip on govern-
 ment.

Russia denial:The Kremlin
today denied the Chechen
President, Mr Aslan Maskh-
adov’s claims that he has sent
a formal peace proposal to the
Russian leadership to end the
nine-month conflict in the
North Caucasus, reports DPA.
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ussia eases restrictions

W

\Dg By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, MAX13. Russia has eased restrictions
on export of Ruclear materials and technol-
ogies that kept ¥t from building more nuclear
reactors in India, Iran and Cuba.

The President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, has
amended a 1992 presidential decree, which
banned nuclear exports to those non- nuclear
weapon States that did not open their facilities
to International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
monitoring. Hereafter, nuclear exports will be
allowed “in exceptional circumstances” and
approved on a case-by-case basis.

Mr. Yuri Bespalko, press secretary to the
Atomic Energy Minister, Mr. Yevgeny Adamov,
told The Hindu that the decree made it pos-
sible for Russia to build more nuclear reactors
in India. Under a $2.6-billion deal, negotiated
in the 1980s and revived in 1998, Russia is to
supply two 1000-MW reactors for the Kudan-

kulam nuclear power station.
The Atoyi/g:argy Minister said last month

, —-

& on nuclear export{,

that his Ministry hoped to clinch a contract
with India, to construct five additional nuclear
reactors at Kudankulam. Russia is also prepar-
ing a Detailed Project Report for two light-
water reactors, which should be ready by year-
end.

The new decree stipulates stringent condi-
tions for authorising exports of nuclear mate-
rials, equipment and technologies. Exports
must not violate existing international agree-
ments signed by Russia; the importing country
must give official assurance that the supplies
will not be used to create nuclear explosives
and the nuclear facilities should be brought
under the control of the IAEA.

The decree is also expected to advance Rus-
sia’s nuclear deals with Iran and Cuba. Iran is
willing to buy three nuclear reactors from Rus-
sia, in addition to the one being built in Bush-
ehr. And Cuba wants Russia to complete the
construction of a nuclear power station start-
ed by the Soviet Union and stalled after its
breakup.

My
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M}& Putin’ signs test
.+ ban treaty Ia»w

MOSCOQMAY 28. The Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, has
put the final touch to Russia’s ac-
ceptance of the global nuclear test
ban treaty, signing the law passed
by Parliament last month and
bringing it into force, Interfax
news agency said today.

Interfax said the law had been
signed yesterday though the
Kremlin could not immediately
confirm the report.

Russia has stolen a march on
the U.S. in ratifying the Compre-
hensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT) as the U.S. Senate has yet
to approve the document.

The pact builds on a 1963 par-

| tial test ban treaty outlawing nu-

clear blasts in the atmosphere,
outer space or under water but
needs to be ratified by all 44 nu-
clear-capable states before it can
come into effect and ban testing
in any environment.

To date, 41 countries have
signed the CTBT and 28 have rat-
ified. Of the 44 nations judged to
have some form of nuclear capa-
bility, India, Pakistan and North
Korea have not signed.

Among the five declared nucle-
ar powers, France and Britain
have ratified while China and the
U.S. have signed but not ratified.

Ivanov reappointed

Mr. Putin has re-appointed Mr.
Sergei Ivanov as the secretary of
the National Security Council, the
Kremlin announced.

E.U.-Russia summit

Meanwhile, the European
Union tomorrow holds its first
summit with Russia under Mr.
Putin, keen to forge strong ties
with Moscow despite continued
friction over the Russian crack-
down in Chechnya.

The March election of Mr. Pu-
tin (47), who has placed young re-
formers in key economic posts, is
seen in European capitals as an
opportunity to begin a new chap-

ter in their relations with the ail-

ing and
superpower.

The Russian leader will host a
high-level delegation including
the E.U. foreign policy head, Mr.
Javier Solana, the Prime Minister
of Portugal, Mr. Antonio Guterres
~— which currently holds the
Union’s rotating presidency —
and the European Commission
President, Mr. Romano Prodi.

Ahead of the one-day summit
in Moscow, the 15-nation bloc
urged Russia to use its relation-
ship with the E.U. as a counter-
weight to Washington’s global
dominance.

“If Russia had closer relations
with the FEuropean Union, it
would avoid the pitfalls of the dol-
larisation of the economy and at-
tempts to introduce a us
economic model,” said the Portu-
guese Foreign Minister, Mr. Jaime
Gama.

“The only real power which
counteracts U.S. hegemony is not
Russia with its nuclear potential
but the European Union,” Mr.
Gama said in an interview with
Russia’'s Kommersant daily. —
Reuters, PTT AFP

prickly

nuclear

THE HINDU

3 MAY 2UD



ussia

fl A

K

presses

Chechen
offensive

REUTERS

MOSCOW, May 30. — Russian
forces today pressed a large-
scale offensive in Chechnya
into a third day, sealing off
more than 400 rebel fighters in
the region’s south-eastern
mountains, a Kremlin aide
said.

Mr Konstantin Makeyev, the
Kremlin’s deputy spokesman
on Chechnya, also said five
Russian servicemen had been
killed during fierce fighting in
the Nozhai-Yurt district but
denied reports the rebels had
ambushed an armoured col-
umn.

“We can say a large-scale spe-
cial operation is in progress,”
Mr Makeyev said, adding that
commando units were involved
in the offensive rather than
regular troops.

“The aim is twofold — to
ensure that the bandits don’t
break out of Chechnya and to
destroy them, especially their
leaders,” he said.

The military has said its prior-
ity in Chechnya is to capture or
kill Chechen warlord Shamil
Basayev, Russia’s most wanted
man, and his sidekick, Arab-
born Khattab, believed to be
coordinating rebel resistance to
Moscow.

Ria news agency said the
rebels had mounted a new
ambush yesterday against a
Russian army column — a
practice which has claimed the
lives of many servicemen in
recent months.

Mr Makeyev denied any
ambush but confirmed that five
Russians had been killed dur-
ing a “heavy battle” with a
band of fighters. He said “more
than 15 rebels” had been killed
in the clash.

Mr Makeyev said the Russian
forces involved had been interi-
or ministry troops and
paratroops, not regular con-
scripts.

The clash happened yester-
day.

Both sides in this war tend to
exaggerate the other’s losses
and play down their own.

Mr Makeyev said Russian
forces had discovered a rebel
base near Kharsenoi in
southern Chechnya believed to
be used by around 150 fight-
ers.

The deputy spokesman said
the troops had seized equip-
ment including two satellite
dishes, shells, grenades and 20
tonnes of fuel.

He was not able to confirm an |
Interfax report that a
bodyguard of Basayev had
been captured by Russian
forces.

The campaign has coincided
with talks in Moscow between
the President, Mr Vladimir
Putin and the leaders of
the European Union, who ;
repeated their call for an end
to the war and the start of
peace talks.

It also comes days before the
arrival in Moscow of the US
President, Mr Bill Clinton, !
another critic of Russian tac- |
tics.

Today, Interfax quoted foreign
ministry official, Mr Alexander
Yakovenko, as criticising the
OSCE, saying it could set up
shop “even tomorrow” but was
dragging its feet. :

In the past, OSCE
officials have said they want
firm security guarantees
before returning to a region
long plagued by kidnappings
for ransom and several other
crimes.
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Russia agreés/ to talks
after rebuke

By PATRICK LANNIN &( ‘ é Mr Putin, a strong backer of the

with

Moscow, April 7: Russian Prééi
dent-elect Viadimir Putin was due
to meet top officials from the Euro-
pean Union on Friday as his coun-
try smarted from a fresh rebuke
over alleged human rights abuses
in rebel Chechnya.

The parliamentary assembly of
the Council of Europe human
rights body voted on Thursday to
suspend Russia if it did not show
progress on holding talks with the
rebels and improving its human
rights record in the region.

Russia’s delegation walked out
of the assembly after its voting
powers were suspended. The
Speaker of Russia’s Duma Lower
House of Parliament, Mr Gennady
Seleznyov, condemned the vote as
a “colossal and historic mistake”

campaign to defeat what Russia
calls terrorists in Chechnya, was to
1eet European Union foreign poli-
cy chief Javier Solana and Por-
tuguese foreign minister Jaime
Gama, whose country is current
EU President.

The Council vote gave more
urgency to the talks, expected to
focus on Chechnya as well as
improving relations between the
trade bloc and Moscow. The sus-
pension of Russia can only be
approved by the governments of

the 41-nation body, which is not

part of the EU.

Officials in Strasbourg, where
the Council is based, said member
states were unlikely to back the
assembly’s recommendation when
they reported back to the chamber
in June.

Mr Gama, speaking after his
arrival in Moscow, echoed other
comments by the officials in Stras-
bourg that Russia should see the
assembly vote as a sign of interma-
tional concern. “It must be essen-
tially a matter of concern for Rus-
sia,” said Mr Gama.

“I want to emphasise that the
decision which has been taken at
the parliamentary level is above all
a warning message, is not yet the
full decision, it must be assessed |

after at the council of ministers |

level,” he said.

French foreign minister Hubert
Vedrine and EU external relations
commissioner Mr Chris Patten.
who complefe the so-called EU
troika, should also have attended
the talks in Moscow but dropped
out due to prior engagements
abroad. (Reuters)
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Puma may ratify

\
WASHINGTO;?April 10. —
Russia has told the USA its
Parliament could ratify an
arms reduction treaty signed
seven years ago before Mos-
cow’s foreign minister, Mr Igor
Ivanov, visits Washington in 19
days.

(Russian parliamentary lead-
ers today said that the Lower
House may vote this month for
the long-delayed ratification of
the Start Il nuclear arms
reduction treaty, adds AP from
Moscow.

(The international affairs
committee of the state Duma
discussed the treaty’s prospects
today at a meeting attended by
the foreign minister, Mr Igor
Ivanov, and the defence minis-
ter, Mr Igor Sergeyev.

(After the discussion, 11
members of the committee
backed ratification of the
treaty and 7 spoke against it,
committee chief, Mr Dmitry
Ragozin, said.)

The move will give a psycho-
logical boost to tricky post-Cold
War relations between the
countries.

The US deputy secretary of
state, Mr Strobe Talbott, told
Reuters in an interview on
Friday that the Kremlin was
saying the process of ratifying
Start II, signed in January
1993, was under way.

Although each side has been
assuming ratification of Start
II — an acronym for strategic
arms reductions talks which
. would cut nuclear warheads to

-arms frea

meorens  p ., \ \\\f

n¥ an embarrassing delay
and allow talks on deeper
nuclear arms cuts to begin in
earnest.

“The Russians continue to
assure us, including in the last
24 hours, that the process for
ratifying Start II in the Duma
is under way ... And that in
fact there could even be ratifi-
cation of Start II by the Duma
before (the) foreign minister,
(Mr) Ivanov, comes to
Washington,” Mr Talbott said
in his office.

Mr Bill Clinton and Mr Boris
Yeltsin agreed to the parame-
ters of Start III talks back in
March 1997. With Start II, the
number of nuclear warheads
would be cut to 2,000-2,500 by
2007, though Russia would like
deeper cuts now.

Ratification would also pro-
vide an encouraging sign that
President-elect, Mr Vladimir
Putin, who is also acting
President, may have more suc-
cess at working with the Duma
than his predecessor.

At the talks, the USA will
bring up the anti-ballistic mis-
sile (ABM) treaty, which it
hopes Russia will agree to
amend, allowing Mr Clinton to
add a national missile defence
to his legacy when he leaves
office next year. The treaty
bars an anti-missile defence
system.

Mr Ivanov and the secretary
of state, Mrs Madeleine
Albright, will also discuss the
date and venue of a Clinton-
Putin summit when the foreign

ty

,%00 each by 2003 — it wm@ninister becomes the first

high-level official to visit from
Moscow since Mr Putin’s elec-
tion on 26 March.

Russian and US sources said
they wanted a summit to take
place before Mr Putin and
Mr Clinton cross paths at a |
Group of Eight meeting in |
Okinawa, Japan, between 21

and 23 July.
Mr Talbott said the situation
in the Balkans and in

Chechnya would also be a focus
of Mr Ivanov’s discussions here
on 26 and 27 April, after he
attends a review of the 1970
treaty on the non-proliferation
of nuclear weapons on 24-25
April in New York.

Altering the 1972 ABM treaty
is particularly close to the
heart of Russian scholar
Talbott, whose friendship with
Mr Clinton goes back more
than 30 years to the days when
they were Rhodes Scholars at
Oxford University.

Mr Talbott has been conduct-
ing negotiations with Russian
deputy foreign minister, Mr
Georgyamedov in a bid to
persuade him that the USA
does not seek to neutralise
Russia’s defences or scrap
mutual deterrence by develop-
ing a system to shoot down
missiles from what washington
considers “rogue” states like
North Korea.

“We want very much to see
Start III go forward. We would
like to see the process of reduc-
ing offensive nuclear weapons
continue and even accelerate,”
Mr Talbott said.
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oscow warns of air
).+ strikes on 14
¥ Taliban bases

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, APRIL 10. A top Kremlin
official has said Moscow
reserved the right to carry out
air strikes at terrorist training
bases run by the Taliban in
Afghanistan, a Russian news
agency reported.

Talking to mediapersons after
a security meeting in
Dushanbe, Tajikistan, Mr.
Sergei Ivanov, secretary of
Russia’s Security Council, said
the need for preventive strikes
could be dictated by the
situation in Afghanistan, the
Utro internet news service said.

“If the situation grows
threatening and aggressive
forays assume a large-scale
character, 1 would not
theoretically rule out the
possibility of mounting
preventive strikes,” Mr. Ivanov
said, adding: “If we play strictly
by the rules in opposing such a
terrible evil as international
terrorism, we will be losing all
the time.”

Mr. Ivanov, a former
colleague of Russia’s President-
elect, Mr. Vladimir Putin, in the
Soviet KGB, has emerged as the
' Kremlin’s most authoritative
spokesman on security and
foreign policy issues since Mr.
Putin took over as acting
President over four months
ago. He is believed to be far
more influential than the
Foreign Minister, Mr. Igor
Ivanov.

A weekend meeting of
security officials from former
Soviet republics — members to
the 1992 Collective Security
Pact discussed joint measures
to combat ifiternational
terrori}x and drug trafficking.

Mr. Ivanov's reference to
‘“‘aggressive forays” was
apparently related to an
incursion of some 1,000 Islamic
rebels into southern Kyrgyzstan

" last autumn. It took Kyrgyz

security forces two months to
squeeze the rebels out of the
country.

Kyrgyzstan’s President, Mr.
Askar Akayev, last month
warned that Islamic rebels may
repeat the invasion this year.
The Secretary of the Kyrgyz
Security Council, Mr. Bolot
Dzhanuzakov, estimated
recently that some 400
Islamists were concentrated in
border areas between
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, as
well as in Afghanistan, ready
for a push into Kyrgyzstan and
Uzbekistan, and that rebels
fleeing from Chechnya can
soon swell that number to
4,000 or 5,000.

Russia is taking the Islamic
terrorist threat very seriously.

Last week, it helped stage
Southern Shield-2000 war
games in Uzbekistan. Troops
from Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Kazakhstan and
Russia practised repelling
potential attacks from militants
in mountain areas.

Earlier, Moscow took
initiative in setting up a joint
anti-terrorist centre for the
post-Soviet Commonwealth of

Independent States (CIS). The

terrorist threat was also
discussed last month at a
meeting of the CIS Defence
Ministers in Moscow and a
meeting of the Shanghai Five,
which groups Russia, China,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and
Kyrgyzstan.
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TPutin seeks closer Western ties

o\
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LONDON, April 17. — Russia’s
President-elect, seeking closer
ties with Europe and an
improved image, told British
business leaders today that
Russia has learned from past
mistakes and faced the future
with “tremendous self-confi-
dence”.

Mr Vladimir Putin, on his
first trip to the West as head of
state, met Prime Minister Tony
Blair and also had an appoint-

. ment with Queen Elizabeth II
' at Windsor Castle, west of
! London.

Groups of demonstrators
dogged Mr Putin, angered at
the Russian crackdown in
Chechnya and allegations that
troops have used excessive

force and executed civilians in
the breakaway republic.

Soon after he arrived, Mr
Putin said polls would be held
in Chechnya in two years.
Some 50 protesters, waving
Chechen flags, chanted slogans
as the Russian leader’s bullet-
proof limousine swept up to Mr
Blair’s 10 Downing Street resi-
dence, where he held talks and
had lunch.

“Russia is not a shortened
map of the ex-Soviet Union, it
is a country which has tremen-
dous self-confidence, a self-con-
fidence based not only on our
experience of reform but on
errors we have committed,” Mr
Putin told the Confederation of
British Industry before meet-
ing Mr Blair at the start of the
24-hour visit.

“We have tried to learn the
lesson, and during the last
years we have learned how to
distinguish real opportunities
from superficial opportunities,”
he said. He pledged to tackle
Russia’s burdensome tax code,
create an independent judicial
system, and said his primary
goal was to integrate Russia
into the world economy.

“We understand that our
problems are complex, but our
success is dependent also on
patience, endurance and under-
standing of all the people we
consider our partners. And by
this I mean you,” Mr Putin
said.

Mr Putin, a longtime KGB
agent who never held elected
office until last month’s presi-
dential vote, has made it clear

THE STATESMAN
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that Russia’s future lies with
Europe.

British commentators said Mr
Putin appeared to have singled
out Britain as a key partner to
cultivate.

Mr Blair, who visited St
Petersburg in March, was the
first Western leader Mr Putin
met after becoming acting
President. The British Prime
Minister, who at 46 is one year
younger than the Russian
leader, left impressed by his
energy and ambitions for
Russia, aides said.

But while topics such as fight-
ing drugs, international crime
and terrorism, and nuclear
cooperation dominated the
agenda, critics urged Mr Blair
to tackle Mr Putin over
Chechnya.




- Russia poised to
o’ o ratify CTBT

By Vladimir Rﬁa—yfﬂﬁr/_

MOSCOW, APRIL 17. Pressing its diplomatic offensive, Russia is poised to
ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), which was rejected

a will debate the issue at its next session on Wednesday,
n a week after it ratified the START-II nuclear arms reduction

s with START-I], the initiative to ratify CTBT came from the Krem-
in, parliamentary sources said. If that is the case, the lower House is
” bound to approve CTBT, as it approved START-II on Friday, because
. the Kremlin enjoys broad support in Parliament on defence issues.

The recommendation to ratify CTBT came in very handy for Rus-
sia’s President-elect, Mr. Vladimir Putin, who was in London on
Monday for his maiden foreign trip. Defence and disarmament issues
were likely to come up in Mr. Putin’s talks with the British Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, whom the Kremlin regards as a possible
mediator between Moscow and Washington.

Mr. Putin said ratification of START-II by the Russian Parliament
put the ball in U.S. court and called for slashing the nuclear stock-
piles of Russia and the U.S. from the level of 3,000-3,500 warheads
envisaged by START-II to 1,500 warheads.

“Ratification of START-II opens the way for official talks on further
reductions of the strategic arsenals of Russia and the U.S. in the
framework of START-IL,” Mr. Putin said in a special statement issued
in Moscow over the weekend.
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ian President-elett
Vladimir Puti

on Tuesday said
after meeting
President
Leonid Kuchma
of Ukraine that
he wanted to
raise relations
with the former
Soviet neigh-
bour to a new

Viadimir Patin

Putin, fresh from talks in
ndon with British Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair, is making his first
foray abroad since winning the
March presidential election, a trip
during which he has tried to bal-
ance ties between the West and
the East.

In their talks Mr Putin and Mr
Kuchma touched on problems re-
lated to Ukraine’s 1.4 billion-dol-
lar debt for gas to Russia and oth-
er questions. “The solution of
these issues should be aimed at
one goal, to consolidate relations
of friendship, co-operation and
strategic partnership between the
Russian federation and Ukraine,”
Mr Putin told a news conference.

“The solution should help to
bring our peoples closer and bring
our relations to a qualitatively
better level than the one which ex-
isted until now,” he said. Although
close Slavic cousins, relations be-
tween the two nations have been
marked by Ukraine’s wariness of
its traditionally dominant neigh-
bour. In the post-Soviet period,
Ukraine has tried to forge ties
with the West without antagonis-
ing Moscow.

Mr Putin was due later to fly
south with Mr Kuchma to
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula to
see Russia’s Black Sea fleet. “I be-
lieve the visit of the President of
the Russian Federation will lay a
serious groundwork for a strategic
partnership,” Mr Kuchma said.

utin holds

%alk §I Ukraine

Mr Kuchma and Mr Putin’s pre-
decessor, Boris Yeltsin, used to
hold “no-necktie”” meetings to re-
solve bilateral issues, but a leading
Ukrainian politician warned last
month that the Putin era could
come as a “cold shower” for cash-
strapped Kiev.

Although Mr Kuchma and Mr
Yeltsin sweetened the acrimony of
early post-Soviet relations with a
deal splitting the strategic Black
Sea fleet, tensions remain.

The question of gas supplies to
Ukraine was one of the sorest for
Russia because of the debt. Mr
Kuchma promised he would crack
down on Ukrainian companies,
which he conceded had been ille-
gally tapping Russian gas from
pipes.

The two sides have yet to agree
on the exact size of Ukraine’s gas
debt. Ukraine acknowledged 1.4
billion dollars earlier this year, but
Russian gas monopoly Gazprom
claims it totals more than two bil-
lion dollars.

Ukraine depends heavily on en-
ergy imports from Russia and is
entitled to a certain amount of
free gas as payment for a pipeline
which crosses its territory. But
Russia says it consistently takes
more than the agreed amounts.

Gazprom chief Rem Vyakhirev
accused Ukraine last week . of
stealing gas. Russia’s Black Sea
fleet, which rents its harbour in
the port of Sevastopol from
Ukraine, is also at the heart of
complicated financial arrange-
ments between the two countries.

Ukraine has also had visits in
the past week from British foreign
secretary Robin Cook and U.S.
secretary of state Madeleine
Albright.

While Mr Putin was in Britain
the United States announced that
he and President Bill Clinton
would hold their first summit in
Moscow on June 4 and 5. (Reuters)
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By Vlhtkmir Radyuhin
MOSCOW, APRIL 20. Under its new
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
Russia will strive to forge trilateral
cooperation China and India on
regional security, broached two
years ago by the then Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Yevgeny Primakov.

“We would like to help Delhi
and Beijing in every way to re-
solve their differences, with the
aim of creating conditions for de-
veloping interaction between
Russia, China and India on issues
of regional security,” said Mr. Seix-
gei Ivanov, secretary to Russia's
Security Council. At the same
time he stressed that Moscow was
not trying to forge a bloc.

“We are not talking by any
means about creating some sort
of a military-political ailiance tar-
geted against others,” Mr. Ivanov
said addressing a conference of
the Organisation of Asian News
Agencies (OANA) that opened in
Moscow on Thursday. Russia is
due to take over OANA chairman-
ship from Iran for the next three
years.

“We are talking above all about
promoting business- like cooper-
ation and interaction in the
sphere of combating terrorism
and resolving conflicts on the ba-
sis of strict non- interference in
internal affairs,”” he said.

This is the first time that a se-
nior Kremlin official outlined
Russia’s priorities in Asia after the
election of Mr. Putin as Russia’s
new President. Mr. Ivanov, who is

believed to very close to the
President-efect, named India as

one of five centres of power in
Asia which define the security set-
up in the region.

“In the immediate future secu-
rity prospects in the Asia-Pacific
region, as before, will depend on
the balance of forces among the
main poles of power — the U.S,,
China, Japan, Russia, the ASEAN
and India.

Therefore, international rela-
tions in the region will naturally
drift towards multipolarity.”

The Russian security chief
called for further cooperation
with India as one of the five poles
in Asia. “We are trying to put to
maximum use our common inter-
ests and identical approaches
with India to main problems of
the region,” Mr. Ivanov said, not-
ing India’s “increasingly active
involvement in regional affairs”.

Russia favours active dialogue
with the U.S. on regional security
in Asia. According to Mr. Ivanov,
“despite their own frictions with
the U.S., most countries in the re-
gion recognise a stabilising role of
U.S. military presence.”

“There is no point in trying to
rock the boat and try to change
the status quo,” he said. At the
same time, he called for resolutely
opposing “attempts to bring pow-
er pressure’ in Asia and to assert
“concepts preaching limited sov-
ereignty and intervention on hu-
manitarian grounds”.

Mr. Ivanov confirmed Russia’s
commitment to sell arms in the
Asia-Pacific region “‘on a selective
basis,” to avoid provoking a “‘run-
away arms race’’.

Kremlin reanimates "
Primakov’s triangle

Russia is willing to “deepen”
defence cooperation with China,
India and Vietnam, and to “devel-
op” it with Japan, Indonesia and
Malaysia, the Russian security
chief said.

Asia-Pacific cooperation

The Russian Foreign Minister,
Mr. Igor Ivanov, who too was
speaking at the OANA conference,
said Russia is open to wide- rang-
ing cooperation with the Asia-Pa-
cific nations.

Mr. Igor Ivanov, too, called for
building up a “community of
cooperation and security”” in the
Asia-Pacific region, based on the
shared interests and economic in-
terdependence.

“The future of the Asia-Pacific
region is inseparably linked with
steady progress of integrational
processes,” he said.

According to the Russian For-
eign Minister, the media is to play
a key role in turning Asia into a
flourishing region.

At the same time, he warned
against misusing the media for
stoking confrontation and enmi-

"Regrettably, we are often wit-
nesses to latter-day information
wars that have enormous destruc-
tive power,” Mr. Ivanov said.
“They are especially dangerous in
times of crisis, inciting, in stead of
defusing, this or that conflict.

There have been many cases re-
cently when unverified informa-
tion or outright disinformation
circulated through media le
wrong military and politicat'deci-
sions.”

;




By Vladimir Radyuhin }(“) -

moscow, APRIL 21. The Russian
Parliament has overwhelmingly
ratified the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT), handing yet
another victory to the President-
elect, Mr. Vladimir Putin.

A week after Mr. Putin pushed
through Parliament ratification of
the START 1I nuclear arms reduc-
tion pact, the Lower House, the
State Duma, heeded his call to ap-
prove the CTBT. The State Duma

oted 298-74 on Friday to ratify
L TBT, easily overriding Commu-
nist objections to the treaty.

“There has been a deliberate
movement aimed at depriving
Russia of its status as a nuclear
power. Banning nuclear tests is
just another step in that direc-
tion,” said Mr. Ivan Nikitchuk, a
Communist lawmaker. “It is im-
possible to verify the safety of nu-
clear weapons without staging
nuclear tests.”

However, the Foreign Minister,
Mr. Igor Ivanov, the Defence Min-
ister, Marshal Igor Sergeyev, and
the Nuclear Energy Minister, Mr.
Yevgeny Adamov, persuaded dep-
uties to support ratification dur-
ing  three-hour closed-door
hearings.

Russian legislators stressed that
the ratification had political, rath-
er than practical significance,
considering that the CTBT was
unlikely to go into effect for quite
some time year. They pointed out
that the treaty had been signed by
more than 150 countries, but of

BT another victory for Putin

talks with Washington on arms
control. “Our approval of CTBT
will make it more difficult for the
U.S. to walk out of the ABM (Anti-
Ballistic Missile) treaty and con-
duct tests of new types of nuclear
weapons,”’ said Mr. Dmitry Rogo-
zin, head of the State Duma'’s in-
ternational committee.

Ratification of the CTBT will
not affect the staging by Russia of
non-nuclear blast tests “to check
the safety of the nuclear arsenal,”
a spokesman for the Russian
Atomic Energy Ministry said. Rus-
sia has not conducted any nuclear
tests after October 1990, but since
1995 has been holding non-nu-
clear blasts which do not involve
any release of nuclear energy and
therefore are not covered by the
CTBT, the spokesman said. Ac-
cording to the Atonomic Energy
Ministry, Russia conducted seven
non-nuclear tests at its Novaya
Zemlya range in 1999. The last
such test was conducted in Janu-
ary 2000.

Earlier today, Mr. Putin M
ded over a meeting of the Security
Council, which gave a final stamp
of approval to the new military
doctrine.

In the words of the Security
Council secretary, Mr. Sergei lva-
nov, the doctrine demonstrates
Russia's resolve to '‘firmly uphold
our national interests in the mil-
itary sphere by using the entire
range of means, forces and re-
sources at our disposal.”

The doctrine, according to
media reports, states that Russia
envisages the possibility of using
nuclear weapons to repel “armed
aggression if all other means of
resolving a crisis situation have

been exhausted or turn out 6 be
ineffective.”
.

the 44 countries that must ratify
the treaty before it takes effect,
the U.S. and China are yet to do it,
while Pakistan, India and North
Korea, have not even signed the
pact.

“From the pgirt of view of our
obligations, #is step has more

A general view of the State Duma, Russia’s lower house of
Parliament, in Moscow. The State Duma overwhelmingly approved
on Friday the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. — AP

defence committee.
Ratification of the CTBT is ex-
pected to give Moscow an edge in

political than military-technical
relevance,” said Mr. Alexei Arba-
tov, member of the State Duma’s
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/ \Five Pakistanis detained near Chechnya

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, APRIL 25. Five Paklsta[r){s,
suspected of trying to join Che-
chen rebels, have been detained
in Russia as they illegally crossed
the border from Azerbaijan, Rus-
sian security officials said.

The men, said to be residents of
Punjab in Pakistan, were appre-
hended at a railway station in
Dagestan, a Russian Republic
neighbouring Chechnya. Mr. Ga-
gin Dzarupayev, chief investigator
of the Federal Security Service in
Dagestan, told Russian state tele-

ision RTR that the Pakistanis
were probably heading for
Chechnya to fight on the side of
Muslim rebels.
; ‘We suspect them of belonging to
Pakistani intelligence,” Mr. Dza-
rupayev said.

The Pakistanis, who had Azer-
baijani visas issued in Islamabad
on April 18, arrived in Baku, cap-
ital of Azerbaijan, by flight from
Pakistan on April 20. There they
hired a local man who took them

across the border to Dagestan for
$ 500.

Interestingly, Russian television
said security officials had asked
an Indian student detained earlier
in Chechnya to act as an inter-
preter for the Pakistanis. Mr. Mis-
hra S. Raghunath had been
suspected of fighting Russian
forces in Chechnya, but now Rus-
sian television referred to him as a
man who ‘‘had been detailed by
force in Chechnya.” Foreign Min-
istry sources said no charges had
been filed against the Indian and
he was being interrogated as only
a witness.

Moscow claims hundreds of
foreigner mercenaries are fighting
in Chechnya, mainly from Mus-
lim countries, such as Afghanis-
tan, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and
Turkey,

The Interfax news agency quot-
ed Russian military sources as
saying that another group of Arab
mercenaries who had undergone
terrorist training in Lebanon was
getting ready to cross into Chech-

nya from Georgia, the only post-
Soviet republic to have a common
border with Chechnya.

Meanwhile, fighting in Chech-
nya intensified, with rebels am-
bushing a second Russian
military column in three days on
Tuesday. General Valery Manilov,
chief military spokesman for
Chechnya, told Interfax that an
armoured personnel carrier had
been damaged and one soldier
wounded when rebels attacked a
Russian reconnaissance unit at
the entrance of the Argun Gorge
near the foot of Chechnya’s
southern mountains.

According to verified official re-
ports, 13 Russian paratroopers
were killed and six wounded
when Chechens ambushed an-
other column on Sunday.

Also today, the Military News
Agency AVN quoted Russian mil-
itary commanders as saying that
rebels continued to infiltrate
Grozny and there were now 500
militants in the city, including 50
snipers, who now attacked Feder-
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al troops not only after night fall,
but also in daytime.

Hit-and-run attacks on Russian
forces have been on the rise since
greenery covered Chechnya earli-
er this month. The Russian mil-
itary say there are still about 3,500
rebels active in Chechnya, but the
President of the neighbouring
Russian Republic of Ingushetia,
Mr. Ruslan Aushev, estimates the
number of rebels at between
15,000 and 17.000. He told NTV
private television on Monday that
a guerilla war in Chechnya could

go on for “a very long time.”
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WASHINGTON: Russian for-
eign minister Igor Ivanov urged
President Bill Clinton to keep
intact the 1972 Anti-Ballistic
Missile Treaty that Washington
wants to change so it can build a
National Missile  Defence
(NMD) system. :

“QOur position is our security
will be better protected if the
Treaty is kept intact,” Mr Ivanov
told reporters after meeting Mr
Clinton in the Oval office on
Tuesday. Mr Ivanov came to
Washington to lay the ground-
work for Mr Clinton’s first sum-
mit meeting with Russian presi-
dent-elect Vladimir Putin in
Moscow on June 4 and 5.

Mr Clinton expressed interest
in Putin’s plans for economic
reform and steps to deal with
crime and corruption and
strengthening the rule of law,
said  Mike Hammer, a
spokesman for the White House
National Security Council. Mr
Ivanov’s comments on the ABM
treaty cast doubt on whether
there would be a breakthrough
any time soon on it.

In an article in the New York
Times on Monday, Mr Ivanov
repeated a warning that Russia
would not feel bound by previous
arms control obligations if the
US. pulls out of the ABM treaty.

Mr Hammer said the U.S. side
wouid not give up trying to con-
vince Russia that a NMD would

fuses tg

M treaty

not represent a threat to the
strategic arms balance. There
was a “good, positive tone” to
the Ivanov-Clinton meeting, he
added.

Mr Ivanov, th%r offi-
cial from Moscow to \mkeet Mr

Clinton since Mr Putin was elect-
ed president, said Russia was
ready to listen to any suggestions
Mr Clinton might have to bridge
the differences between the two
countries on the treaty issue.

Talking to reporters, Mr
Ivanov said he gave Mr Clinton a
letter from Mr Putin saying that
he was interested in “construc-
tive relations and dynamic rela-
tions in all areas of our interac-
tion,” and wanted a dialogue on
security issues, regional conflicts
and bilateral relations, primarily
€Conomic issues,

“The relations between Russia
and the US. is one of the major
components determining the
overall climate in the world and
our desire is to maintain and
continue the calm and appropri-
ate climate for the development
of the entire world through our
intercourse,” he said.

He said while the overall bal-
ance in US.-Russian relations
have been positive in recent
years, “it is quite natural” that
the two countries will have dis-
agreements, “sometimes of a
“major scale.” (Reuters)
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Russian Plan For Modernising Armed Force

O cardinal changes have
Nbeen added to the text of
Russia’s National Secu-

rity Concept-2000. The concept
has taken into account new
tendencies in the foreign policy
of the US and other Western
states, which tried to play the
role of judge and executioner in
the war against Yugoslavia,
having pushed the UN with all
its structures into the back-
ground. Russia’s place and role
in resolving global and regional
problems has come to the fore-
ground. Some states strive to
weaken Russia’s influence in
all spheres of international life.
Problems related to the devel-
opment of relations with CIS
countries have been more
clearly outlined. This is still a
priority area. For the first time
ever, the concept includes a

By SERGE! IVANOV

tary development have been
written into the fundamentals
of the Russian Federation’s
state policy in military develop-
ment upto 2005. They are
aimed at raising the efficiency
of the military organisation,
enhancing its moral-psycholog-
ical condition, and improving
its systems of material and
technical supplies and social
security. The main trends in
military development may also
include streamlining the sys-
tem of military control bodies,
the structure, composition and
numerical strength of the mili-
tary organisation and a bal-
anced development of its com-
ponents; reducing the number
of ministries and departments
which are allowed to have

new concept should be solved
by joint efforts, which presup-
poses a balanced development
of the structures of the armed
forces of the Russian Feder-
ation. The strategy of our
actions in the nuclear deter-
rence sphere was outlined by
the Security Council in 1998,
and it was sufficiently covered
by the media. In the first half
of the year 2000, the Security
Council is planning to examine
issues concerning a rational
balance between nuclear and
conventional weapons, which is
connected with the drafting of
a state armament programme
for the 2001-2010 period. When
drafting this programme, it is
proposed to establish a set of
strategic guidelines applicable
to the armament system of the
armed forces of the federation.
This document sets

provision on the
danger of possible
wars in the informa-
tion sphere and the
extreme importance
of ensuring security
of the state’s infor-
mation and telecom- g
munication systems.
The theses on the
guidelines for home
policy have been
revised.

The concept’s pro-
visions in the de-
fence sphere have
undergone major
corrections. The doc-
ument stresses that
it is inadmissible to

forth the fellowing
approaches to the
development  of
A trends in the armed
4 forces: it is planned

oncentrating forces,
} means and resour-
es in the three |
spheres of armed
1 struggle — on land,
in the air, including
| outer space, and at |
sea; the interior |
troops are to be con-
verted into a federal
internal security
militia).

In accordance with

Chards

such processes as
reforming the country’s mili-
tary organisation and its
defence industry complex and
defining the basis of Russia’s
military doctrine. The task of
ensuring deterrence in order to
avert a nuclear or conventional
war has been formulated in a
new way. The problem can be
settled through the efforts of
the entire state. The section
related to the country’s nuclear
forces dwells on combat-ready
nuclear forces capable of
attaining nuclear deterrence
tasks, rather than the nuclear
forces’ potential.

TRENDS

A specific feature of Russia’s
present stage of development is
that internal threats to nation-
al security have become deci-
sive. External and internal
threats are closely intertwined.
As in the previous wording of
the national security concept,

 Russia’s national interests in

the economic sphere are
defined as key ones. Serious
changes are occurring in the
external context. Firstly, the
role of force is growing in inter-
national relatjons, and attemp-
ts are being made to alter the
existing system of ensuring
international security in the
interests of a narrow group of

. states.

Secondly, a tendency has
emerged towards divergence
between Russia’s and the US’s
course in the disarmament and
arms control sphere. Thirdly,
Russia does not feel that other
states have tried adequately to
end the Cold War and over-
come its consequences. Regret-
tably, the West wants to cast
Russia in the role of a raw-
material appendage. Fourthly,
there is an unprecedented
growth in the activities of
international terrorist organi-
sations, which have chosen
Russia’s territory as a testing
ground. Unfortunately, few
states realise that by imple-
menting an anti-terrorist oper-
ation in Chechnya, Russia has
launched a battle against ter-
rorism in the interests of the
entire world, including Wes-
tern countries.

The main directions of mili-

The author is Secretary,
Security Council of the Russian
Federation.

troops and military units with-
in them; improving the system
of manning and training per-
sonnel, of military education
and science; a structural, tech-
nological and qualitative trans-
formation of the material and
technical base of the defence
industry complex and stream-
lining the system of social secu-
rity for servicemen; enhancing
servicemen’s status, and
improving the legal framework
for military development.

Under Article 10 of the feder-
al law the main goal of the
Russian armed forces is to
repel aggression and maintain
the inviolability of the frontiers
of the federation, In accordance
with the national security con-
cept, the use of military force
inside the country is permitted
in strict compliance with the
Russian Federation’s Constitu-
tion and federal laws,

The draft military doctrine of
the Russian Federation pro-
vides for establishing, tem-
porarily, joint groups of troops
assigned to different depart-
ments, as well as bodies con-
trolling these troops when they
fulfil tasks aimed at averting
internal military conflicts,
localising areas of conflicts,
and destroying rebel armed for-
mations, gangs and terrorist
groups. At present, the general
staff is drafting a plan to devel-
op the ‘armed forces of the
Russian Federation for the
2000-2005 period.

TASKS AHEAD

Guidelines for a short-term
development of the Armed
Forces may include: maintain-
ing the nuclear potential to
ensure planned damage to
aggressors in any conditions;
bringing combat personnel and
the numerical strength of the
general purpose forces to the
level that would ensure the ful-
filment by them of the tasks of
localising and liquidating
armed conflicts and deploying
the necessary combat-ready
groups of forces; forming an
integrated control system of
the armed forces on the basis of
inter departmental integration;
modernising and repairing
defence equipment; and up-
grading R&D to create a tech-
nological base for modern arms
manufacture.

These tasks set out in the

the new military-administra-
tive division of the Russian
Federation’s territory, regional
commands of this militia will
be formed and the interior
troops’ districts abolished. The
federal frontier service will be
developed and later used pri-
marily for non-military forms
of service. The federal security
service, the federal guard ser-
vice and the foreign intelli-
gence service will be developed
keeping in mind the need to
comprehensively resolve the
tasks of ensuring the country’s
defence and security.

PROGRAMME

u/The implementation of the
programme of planned struc-
tural transformation of the
Russian Federation’s military
organisation in full gear is
expected to be launched start-
ing with the year 2001.
Military security problems as a
component of national security
have always been within the
jurisdiction of the security
council, including the examina-
tion and submission of the mili-
tary doctrine of the Russian
Federation for endorsement by
the Russian President.

In accordance with the
President’s decision and in
compliance with the existing
legislation, the security council
may consider any issue related
to the country’s security.
Therefore, there is no need to
vest any additional powers in
the security council in connec-
tion with the abolition of the
defence council. The defence
council was entrusted with the
task of implementing major
decisions of the security council
in the military sphere, and also
to elaborate on presidential
decisions in the sphere of mili-
tary reform and military devel-
opment. ~

At the same time, the security
council’s functions have been
considerably expanded. It has
been entrusted with the task of
overseeing the activities of the
State Commission of the Rus-
sian Federation for Military
Development, set up by a presi-
dential decree in May 1998.
With this aim in view, a special
subdivision made up of special- |
ists in various areas of military
development has been formed
within the security council’s
staff.




_“Moscow reaffirms

support for Rabbani

By Vladimir Radyuhin}{ {)- ’%he Taliban were organising a new
y yu

i MOSCOW, MARCH. 1. Enraged by the

Taliban’s recognition of Chech-
nya and military aid to Chechen
rebels, Russia reiterated its rejec-
tion of the Islamists’ bid to con-
trol the whole of Afghanistan and
reaffirmed support for the Gov-
ernment of Mr. Burhanuddin
Rabbani.

Last week, Mos played host
to the acting Forejgn Minister of
the Rabbani Govednment, Mr. M.

! Abdulla, who was feceived by the

Russian Foreign Minister, Mr.
Igor Ivanov, and handed him a
letter from Mr. Rabbani to Rus-
sia’s acting President, Mr. Vladi-
mir Putin. A statement for the
press issued at the end of the visit
condemned the Taliban's ‘“at-
tempts to impose its single-hand-
ed rule in the country relying on
massive foreign aid.”

The statement voiced '‘grave
concern over continuing wide-
ranging interference in the inter-
nal affairs of Afghanistan and the
establishment of a stronghold of
international terrorism and extre-
mism, including that of Chechen
origin, on the Taliban- controlled
territory.”

The visit by Mr. Rabbani's Min-
ister to Moscow showed that Rus-
sia continued to stand by its
support for the anti- Taliban coa-
lition, despite calls by many Rus-
sian experts and media to open a
dialogue with its leaders. The ex-
perts argued that it was time Rus-
sia faced the realities in

! Afghanistan and talked to those

who were getting the upper hand
in the Afghan civil war.
However, Moscow hardened its
hostile attitude towards the Tali-
ban after the latter extended dip-
lomatic recognition to rebel

: Chechnya earlier this year. The

Russian Foreign Ministry accused
the Taliban and its patron, Pakis-
tan, of forging “‘a chain of interna-
tional terrorism.” Moscow also
accused the Taliban of training
Chechen militants at military
camps in Afghanistan and send-
ing Mujahideen men to fight Rus-
sian forces in Chechnya. Last
month, Russian authorites said

rebel training centre in Mazar-e-
Sharif for Chechnya-bound mili-
tants arriving from United Arab
Emirates. Moscow said the mili-
tants were sent to Chechnya via
Pakistan, Turkey and Turkmenis-
tan.

Moscow also perceives the Tali-
ban as an acute threat to post-
Soviet States of Central Asia. Last
year, Afghan-trained Islamists
temporarily occupied a moun-
tainous area in Kyrgyzstan and
staged several bomb blasts in
Tashkent, capital of Uzbekistan.

The latest issue of Military Re-
view, published by the Russian
Defence Ministry said extremist
Islamic centres operating in the
Afghan provinces of Balkh and
Kunduz, posed a serious security
threat to Central Asian States bor-
dering Afghanistan. The Military
Review drew special attention to
Afghanistan-based Uzbek isla-
mists led by Takhir Yuldashev,
who sought to undermine the
Governments in Tajikistan, Uzbe-
kistan and Kyrgyzstan through
acts of sabotage and terror. The
mouthpiece of the Russian mili-
tary urged greater economic and
military aid to the anti- Taliban
coalition.

“It will be far cheaper for the
CIS (Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States) countries to set
up and maintain a cordon san-
itaire in northern Afghanistan...
than come face to face with mil-
itant Islamic fundamentalists,”
the Military Review said. The
warm welcome accorded in Mos-
cow to Mr. Rabbani's envoy is a
sure sign that Russia will continue
massive military aid to the North-
ern Alliance forces which is fight-
ing the Taliban.

The Russian statement on the
visit of the Afghan envoy to Mos-
cow also voiced concern over the
emergence of the Taliban as “the
main source of drugs in the
world.” U.N. officials have esti-
mated that Afghanistan produces
75 per cent of the world’s illicit
opium, most of which is pouring
into Central Asia and Rusﬂa.
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Russi ussia do

Moscow, March 8: Russia’s act-
ing, Mr President Viadimir Putin,
has pooh-poohed any American
threat to Russian security by say-
ing that “if the Americans know
that one-third of our missiles can
reach the United States in response
to its strike, no one will dare attack
us,” the daily Komosloskave Prav-
da reports.

In a long-ranging interview to the
daily President Vladimir Putin and
national security council secretary
general Sergei Ivanov slammed
attempts to portray President
Vladimir Putin’s image as a threat
to democracy saying that “lately
everyone came to realise that Rus-
sia has lost its voice, but suddenly
it became clear that we are able to

and regalled that Soviet propazan-
da never laid emphasis on the
pageantry but concentratéd on
patriotism and the “love for one’s
native land”. Mr Putin is a strong

& this?”
elevised mter—

snap back. wholc
asked. Earlier ii a
view President Viadqimir Putin said

that he had no Qking for the
pageantry of the joi in the KGB

Rights violations trouble Annan

United Nations, March 8: UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said on
Tuesday there were troubling questions about human rights in
Chechnya, and he welcomed a planned visit to the region by the top
UN human rights official. Mr Annan told a news conference that
during a recent Asian trip he “kept hearing and seeing very disturb-
ing reports of what was happening in Chechnya, and the terrible
destruction and suffering caused by the hostilities.”

Besides the humanitarian crisis, “there are very troubling ques-
tions about violations of human rights and humanitarian law,” he
added. He supported the emphasis placed by the UN high commis-
sioner for human rights, former Irish President Mary Robinson, on
ensuring an international human rights. (Reuters)

THE ASIAN AGE
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es not fear US: Putin

contender for Russia’s presidential
elections and has been under con-
stant attacks from the intelligentia
at home in particular and the west
in general on the eve of the March
26 contest for the top slot in Krem-
lin. Mr Ivanov was more forthright
in his criticism of the charges of
revival of Stalinism and threat of
dictatorship in Russia.

He reminded the critics that those
in the KGB were the cream of the
society, a fact which is conceded
by father of Russian Hydrogen
Bomb Andrei Sakharov. .

He is on record to have said
“KGB is the only organisation for
which /' have some respect” and Mr
Ivanov  recalled the same.
(Reuters}
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Russia deﬁl'/es atigg%' s in Chechnya

MOSCOW: Russian troops were réported on
Tuesday to have raised the coultry’s tricolour
flag over a key village in rebel Chechnya after
more than two weeks of fierce fighting,

The battle for the strategic village of Kom-
somolskoye, lying at the mouth of the Argun
gorge, which leads into Chechnya’s southern
mountains, has cost Russia some of its heavi-
est casualties in the six- month-old campaign.

NTV commercial television said the Russ-
ian flag was flying above the village, wrecked
by constant air raids and artillery attacks.
Russia’s Interfax news agency fell short of
saying troops have taken the village but it
said tanks had crushed the last pockets of re-
sistance there.

1t said the military was expecting about 150
rebels to surrender after 76 laid down their
arms on Monday. Leading Chechen com-
mander Ruslan Gelayev was reported still to
be holed up in Komsomolskoye. Russia has
said before that it was near to taking the vil-
lage but rebel resistance continued to flare
up. Further south along the Argun gorge,
Russian jet fighters and helicopters bombed
rebel positions.

Some 1,500 rebels were hiding in the re-
mote southern mountains out of a total re-
maining force of 2,500, Interfax quoted the
military as saying. Some were moving east to-
wards neighbouring Dagestan, hoping to es-
cape across the border.

] PresidbAi Via imir Putin, whose
popularity ahead of a March 26 election has
soared thanks to his waging the Chechen
campaign, has said Russia aims to destroy the
rebels. He made a pre-election stunt on Mon-
day by flying down to Chechnya in a fighter
jet of the type which has attacked the rebels.

The war, popular in Russia, has been criti-
cised in the West for widespread civilian suf-
fering. Allegations that Russian troops car-
ried out atrocities have also been levelled.

However, the military prosecutor’s office
said it had determined that no army troops
had taken part in the murder of civilians in a
district in the Chechen capital Grozny, al-
though it could not speak for interior min-
istry troops.

“Russian soldiers took no part in atrocities
in Aldi,” a spokesman said. “That does not
mean they did not happen, or that other fed-
eral forces were not involved.” Interior min-
istry troops also serve in the campaign.

Human rights groups have said around 130
civilians died at the hands of Russian forces
in the village of Alkhan-Yurt and in two dis-
tricts of the Chechen capital Grozny —Staro-
promyslovsky in January and Aldi in Febru-
ary.

Ruslan Ausheyv, president of the Ingushetia
Republic bordering Chechnya to the West,
said refugees continued to cross the frontier
hnt faced a growing food shortage. (reuters)
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MOSCOW, March) 24. —
Russia’s advisory kecurity
council today approvad a new
foreign policy concept that
calls for stronger protection of
Russian citizens abroad and
for a more commercially-ori-
ented diplomacy.

The foreign minister, Mr Igor
Ivanov, told reporters after the
council meeting that the doc-
trine reflected Russia’s
resources and needs better
than the 1993 version. “The
new concept is closer to life
and to the tasks we are trying
to resolve in the country.”

Mr Ivanov gave no details,
but the acting President Mr
Vliadimir Putin, who chaired
the meeting, made clear the
concept included looking after
the interests of Russians living
abroad, especially in the for-
mer Soviet republics.

“We have to defend in a more
attentive, balanced but also
more active way the interests
of our citizens...who have cho-
sen to live permanently in
other countries,” Mr Putin
said.

. It is a common complaint of

Russian nationalists that
Russians stranded in the
Baltic states, Ukraine, the
Caucasus region and Central
Agsia after the the USSR broke-
up are facing discrimination

and mistreatment.
—e—e 7
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?ak confirm Iettmg

By Vladimir Radyuhin HO

MOSCOW, FEB. 5. Pakistan’s embas-
sy in Moscow has confirmed re-
ports that a Chechen rebel official
was in Islamabad last week but
denied he had secretly met Pakis-
tani leaders.

The Itar-Tass news agency on
Saturday quoted a statement for
the press issued by the Pakistani
embassy as saying that ‘‘(Zelimk-
han) Yandarbiyev was arrested
and interrogated by local author-
ities in Islamabad on Tuesday.”
Mr. Yandarbiyev, former acting
President of the breakaway
Chechnya,-was appointed Chech-
nya’s “ambassador’”’ to Kabul last
month, following the Taliban’s
recognition of Russia’s rebel re-
gion.

Referring to press reports that
Mr. Yandarbiyev had a secret
meeting with Pakistan’s leader-
ship in Islamabad, the embassy
stated that “no such meeting took
place.”

On Friday, the Russian Foreign
Ministry asked Islamabad for “‘an
official reaction to our request
how Yandarbiyev and his associ-
ates arrived on Pakistani territory,
what documents they used and
how they received visas.” Howev-
er, the embassy statement failed
to answer any of these questions.
It merely said that after interroga-
tion, Mr. Yandarbiyev ‘‘was re-
leased.”

Moreover, the embassy virtual-
ly refuted press reports, cited in
the Russian Foreign Ministry
statement, that Mr. Yandarbiyev
had been deported from Pakistan.
The embassy statement just men-
tioned that Mr. Yandarbiyev ‘‘told
the local press that he was leaving
Pakistan.”

Meanwhile, Moscow made it

deportation of Mr. Yan-
v was an acid test for Pa-
kistan’s stand on Chechnya.
“Official Islamabad has repeated-
ly stated that Pakistan regards
Chechnya as an integral part of
the Russian Federation and had
no intention of interfering in its
internal affairs,” the Russian
statement said. “If reports of the
deportation of Z. Yandarbiyev
and his accomplices are true, this
would confirm the Pakistani au-
thorities’ declared position on de-
velopments in North Caucasus.”

Russia has also warned other
countries, especially Pakistan’s
neighbours, against letting in Mr.
Yandarbiyev. “The presence of Z.
Yandarbiyev on their territory will
be considered in Moscow as an
unfriendly gesture and will inevi-
tably complicate bilateral state-
to-state relations,” the Foreign
Ministry said.

Russia last week accused Pakis-
tan of harbouring extremist
groups on its territory and criti-
cised Islamabad’s failure to op-
pose the recognition of Chechnya
by the Taliban. Pakistan respon-
ded by accusing Moscow of
“gross interference’” in its inter-
nal affairs.

In an interview to the Nouyie Iz-
vestia daily on Saturday, Pakis-
tan’s ambassador in Moscow, Mr.
Mansur Alam, dismissed as “ludi-
crous”’ suggestions that Islama-
bad could have prevented the
Taliban’s recognition of Chech-
nya. “If we had an effective in-
strument of influencing the
Taliban, as Russia appears to
think, they would have long re-
ceived a U.N. seat, instead of du-
bious dividends from such an
emotional and incomprehensible
gesture towards the Chechens,”
the envoy said.
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»L1ES Wit

By Vladimir Radyuhin 1 :

MOSCOW, FEB. 16. Russia and NA-
TO agreed to revive bilateral con-
tacts freezed after NATO’s air war
against Yugoslavia last year.

The Russian Foreign Minister,
Mr. Igor Ivanov, announced the
resumption of relations after the
visiting NATO Secretary-General,
Mr. George Robertson, met the
Acting President, Mr. Vladimir
Putin, in the Kremlin on Wednes-
day.

In a surprise volte-face, Mos-
cow played host to Mr. Robert-
son, merely a week after hinting
the visit could be cancelled be-
cause of persisting differences

. between the two sides.

The NATO chief, who arrived
in Moscow on Tuesday night for
a one-day working visit, also met
the Russian Defence Minister,
Marshall Igor Sergeyev, and Mr.
Ivanov.

It was Mr. Putin who is be-
lieved to have overruled the Rus-
sian military’s objections to Mr.
Robertson’s visit. Last week the
First Deputy Chief of the General
Staff, Gen. Valery Manilov, said
Mr. Roberston’s visit was likely to
be postponed and would only be
feasible if he brought “accept-
able proposals” on resuming
cooperation with Russia.

The Russian military dug its
heels against reviving contacts
with NATO as the alliance con-
demned Russia’s war in Chech-
nya further antagonising the
Russian top military brass. Even
as the NATO chief arrived in

ussia to resume
h NATO

Mcow, Gen. Leonid Ivashov,

head of international relations at
the Russian Defence Ministry,
told reporters that “there’s no
question of a full-scale unfreez-
ing of bilateral relations.”

However, Mr. Putin took the
side of the Foreign Ministry,
which insisted on resuming dia-
logue with NATO.

“The very fact of your visit here
shows that NATO is attaching
much importance to relations
with Russia,” Mr. Putin said
opening his meeting with the
NATO Secretary-General. “For
our part, we are willing to devel-
op these relations, though I must
say that after events in Yugosla-

'via such questions are not easily

decided in our country.”

Mr. Robertson’s visit came
amid signs that the West was try-
ing to heal a rift in relations with
Russia. On Monday the US Presi-
dent, Mr. Bill Clinton, praised
Mr. Putin as “a very strong, effec-
tive, straightforward leader,”
with whom “the United States
can do business.” Moscow wel-
comed the statement as ‘“con-
structive” and said it “shares the
U.S. President’s expressed wish
to activate bilateral dialogue,
particularly in the fields of secu-
rity and disarmament.”

“Russian diplomacy does not
think that the state of permafrost
in relations with NATO is normal
and consistent with the interests
of European security,” said Mr.
Ivanov after talks with Mr. Ro-

berston. ,,7 /
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~NUCLEAR TRIGGER

r [ . .
¢k Russia addresses security concerns_

WH.AT is the provocation for radically reshaping Rudsia’s
national security perspective? Several factors, both {long
term and short term, must be at work. In the short term there
is the problem in the Caucasus region. The Chechen problem
appeared to have settled down, until Islamic fundamenatalist
elements started using Chechnya as a base to foment trouble
in Dagestan. The merits of the Caucasian claim for indepen-
dence or autonomy is not the point. From the Russian perspec-
tive, quite clearly, it is difficult to allow fissiparous tendencies
to continue unabated. The region is of particular importance
because it is rich in oi] reserves. Any relaxation of control from
Moscow will give Nato the opportunity to get its foot in the
door. That is the second factor. Russia, not unfairly, is appre-
hensive of Nato’s motives. Nato has been trying to push its
influence into eastern Europe at the cost of Russia in this
area. More than humanitarian solicitude, that was the most
important motive for the airstrikes against Yugoslavia over
the Kosovo issue. That became clear when Russian forces
moved into Pristina airport after the airstrikes ended, but
before Nato could move in. Though Nato backed down and let
them stay on, there was considerable tension. The issue quite
clearly was that of control over the area — and Russia’s action
was clearly indicative of its suspicion of Nato designs close to
its borders. The new security document makes this quite clear
when it says that it favours a multipolar world order, with
strong regional powers, rather than one dominated by the US.
The other important factor that could have influenced
Russia’s change of policy is domestic politics. The presidential
elections are round the corner. As of now, Putin’s popularity
ratings are high. But he has one opponent — the Communist,
Gennady Zyuganov. Any suspicion that Russian interests are
not receiving adequate attention is bound to hurt Putin’s
prospects. This is especially true in the context of the
Chechnyan war. Earlier, it seemed that the war was going
well for Russia. Now it appears that the campaign will last
longer than the Russians would have us believe, and Russian
casualties are much higher than is being let on. Media scruti-
ny is directed in these areas. Putin, therefore, sends the signal
that he is a strong President and will not compromise Russian
interests. He is redefining strategic interests, especially by lib-
eralising the nuclear option. What Putin means when he says
that the threshold for using nuclear weapons is being lowered
is not clear. What is clear is that Russia will not be foolish
enough to even think of using nuclear weapons other than in
very extreme situations — given its dependence on the West.
This move must then be a signal to Nato and the US to keep
out of the region. But Putin should realise that nuclear
brinkmanship is the wrong way to address security concerns.



Russian mglta doctrine: P

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MOSCOW, JAN 16

RUSSIAS new military doctrine, pro-
pounded amidst a devastating war against Is-
lamic rebels in Chechnya, singles out India and
China as ’strategic partners’ with whom
Moscow would seek greater military and de-
fence cooperation in future.

“The final draft of the new military doctrine
has identified top priorities in Russia’s military
and defence cooperation with foreign coun-

tnes which will be accorded tocﬁeﬁirus CIS
countries, traditional and strategic partners In-

dia and China and some other countries,” first

deputy Chief of General Staff, Colonel-Gen-
eral Valery Manilov, was quoted as saying by
Itar-Tass. The new doctrine is to be adopted in
February.

The only significant omission from the list of
strategic partners is Pakistan, whom Moscow
accuses of supporting Islamic rebels in Chech-
nya fighting against Russian troops. Thousands
of Russian troops have been killed in the war

INDIAN EXPRESS
17 JAN 20D

Qk'loses out to India

that broke out after rebels occupled the loyal
Soviet Republic of Dageshtan in August last

Manilov was quoted as saying Russia re-
gards all the nations of the world as partners
“except those, who act outside the framework
of the UN charter, hatch and implement ag-
gressive plans against her and her allies.” Rus-
sia has on several occasions directly accused
Pakistan of supporting Chechen rebels and en-
couraging anti-Russia and anti-India terrorism
in the name of Islam.
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Russra to resume

|

arms trade with Ira

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, JAN. 16. Russia may re-
sume arms supplies to lIran,
which were suspended four years
ago under pressure from the
United States.

Defence cooperation between
the two countries was discussed
at talks in Moscow last week be-
tween Russia’s Defence Minister,
Marshal Igor Sergeyev, and Mr.
Hassan Rowhani, Secretary of
Iran’s Supreme National Security
Council.

Talking to mediapersons after
the talks, Marshal Sergeyev said
Russia “intends to maintain the
dynamics of its bilateral ties with
Iran in the military, military-tech-
nical, scientific-technical and en-
ergy fields,” the Interfax news
agency reported.

“Military-technical ties” is the
official term used by Russian
arms traders to describe defence
supplies. The news came several
days after Russia’s acting Presi-
dent, Mr. Vladimir Putin, ap-
proved new national security and
military doctrines which call for
expanding defence cooperation
with India, China and Russia’s
other ‘“allies and strategic part-
ners’’ to oppose the U.S.’s “uni-
polar” domination of the world.

“The Defence Minister’s state-
ment means that Moscow feels it-
self free from certain
commitments to Washington
and, in particular, is going to uni-
laterally renounce the 1995 Rus-
sian- U.S. protocol,” the
influential business daily Kom-
mersant commented.

Under the 1995 memorandum
signed by the then Russian Prime
Minister, Mr. Viktor Chernomyr-
din, and the U.S. Vice- President,
Mr. Al Gore, Russia pledged to re-

contracts with Iran, while coritin-
uing to honour old ones, which
were to be completed by the énd
of 1999. In exchange, Russia’s
space industry got lucrative or-
ders for launches of U.S. satellites.

Iran is believed to have pur-
chased $ 4-billion worth of Rus-
sian-made arms between 1988
and 1995. These included several

Kilo-class submarines, S-200 air ;

defence systems, Su-24 and
MiG-29 aircraft.

“Teheran could order more
than $ 3.5 billion worth of Rus-
sian-made weaponry in the next
10 years if restrictions were lift-
ed,” Mr. Alexei Malashenko of the
Moscow Carnegie Centre said.
Among the weapons likely to be
ordered by Iran are MiG-29 fight-
ers, Su-27 attack aircraft, MI-12
helicopters, MSTA-S self- pro-
pelled artillery systems, Igla
shoulder-fired anti-aircraft mis-
siles, and radar and naval arma-
ments, according to reports in the
Russian press.

Interfax had said on Friday that
Moscow would supply five
MI-171 helicopters to Iran. The
MI-171 was described in the re-
port as “civilian,” but is in fact a
military transport helicopter that
can also be used for providing fire
support to troops on the ground.

Russia and Iran are also dis-
cussing expanding their cooper-
ation in the nuclear field. After
talks with Mr. Rowhani, Russia’s
Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Ilya
Klebanov, said Russia could sup-
ply three more light-water nucle-
ar reactors to Iran, in addition to
one Russian engineers are already
building at the Bushehr nuclear
research site in southern Iran un-
der the 1995 contract worth $ 800
millions. Washington has strongly

‘f;gh') from signing any new arms

ob]ected to the deal. ’/w
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“Pakistan harbouring
extremists: Moscow

By Vladimir Radyuhin \,\ 9

MOSCOW, JAN. 27. Russia has blast-
ed Pakistan for engaging in cross-
border terrorism against India
and harbouring extremist groups
on its territory.

The Russian Foreign Ministry
said recent reports of renewed
tension on the LoC in Kashmir
was causing Moscow's ‘justified
concern’ and lending more cred-
ibility to India’s claims linking Pa-
kistan to international terrorism.

“Moscow is compelled to state
that Delhi’s accusations against
Islamabad of engaging in cross-
border are beginning to appear
more and more well-founded,”
the Foreign Ministry said in a

strongly-worded stgtement
sued on Thursday. N\ @
“Despite  Pakistan’s official

condemnation of terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations, an
array of extremist organisations
openly calling for ‘Jihad’ against
sovereign States continue to act
in an unhindered way on Pakista-
ni territory,” the statement said.

Moscow’s anger against Pakis-
tan was also prompted by the lat-
ter's failure to condemn the
Taliban's recognition of break-
away Chechnya, which the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry described
as “‘yet another link in the emerg-
ing chain of transnational terror-
ism.” :

>

\ “In the absence of a clear-cut
official reaction from the Pakista-
ni administration to the opening
of a Chechen embassy’ in Kabul,
we are ever less inclined to take
on trust the assertions that the
[Pakistani] authorities have no
control over extremist and terror-
ist groups based in Pakistan and
assertions about the so-called
'full independence’ of the Tali-
ban,” the Russian Foreign Minis-
try said. “Such assertions can
only serve to justify a lack of will
to support declared rejection of
terrorism by concrete deeds.”

Earlier this month, Moscow de-
nounced the Taliban’s recogni-
tion of Chechen rebels as an
attempt “‘to create a bandit inter-
national.” Thursday’s statement
was Moscow’s harshest criticism
of Pakistan in decades.

“If the Pakistani military is real-
ly unable to control the growing
illegal activities of extremist
groups, a more worrying question
arises about who in reality sets
the ‘rules of the game’ there [in
Pakistan],” Moscow said. “The
rapid growth of inter-ethnﬁgr.;d/
inter-confessional radicalidmy;
separatism and terrorism in Pa-
kistan may have the most serious
consequences for the stability of
all the countries in the region
without exception, as indeed
Pakistan’s own statehood.”.

.
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