; HE RUSSIAN President,
: Mr. Viadimir Putin, has
launched a batile for
‘: control of the private
electranic media — the last
perceived threat to his plan to
rebuild a strong state and an
effective Government as a pre-
condition for reviving the
country. Larlier, Mr. Putin
pushed to remove two other
potential sources of opposition
— a defiant legislature and free-
wheeling regions.
Sa far the Russian leader has
been sticcesstul in a hreath-
i-lakm;., drive to tighten his grip
on power. lle has steamrollered
~k_kglslamm to remove powerful
cgional governors from the
glpper heuse of Parliament and
{turn it into an obedient
ii_nstrument of his policy and has
y pushed to rein in Russia’s free-
twheeling regions by taking away
from them control over courts
. and law-enforcement agencies.
} Now has come the turn of
“television that is by far the most
influential source of informarion
in a country that spans 11 time
zones, My, Puatin is trying 1o
wrest contrel of two of Russia’s
three national television
networks from the hands of
notorious “oligarchs,” business
tveoons who got rich during the
crime and corruption-ridden
privatisation of national assets.
Currently the Krembin has one
TV channel, RTR, under its full
" eontrol. Another channel, ORT, is
[ 51-per cent state- owned, but is
"virtually run by Mr. Boris
! Berezovsky, who controls 49 per
" cent of the shares and has
helped arrange the channel's
funding when Budget allocations
fizzied out. Mr. Berezovsky, who
was the main cashier of the
former Russian President, Mr.
Boris Yeltsin's family, went into
oppasition when the new
President declaved a policy of
distancing the oligarchs from
power. The third national
channel, NTV, is the only fully
private network owned by Mr.
Viadimir Gusinsky, a media
mogul with close links to Jewish
capital in Israel and the United
States. The two non-state TV
channels have been vocally
critical of Mr. Putin’s policies,
such as the war in Chechnya and
the media crackidown.
tarlier this month, Mr,
Bererovsky announced that the
Kremlin was pressing him to
relinquish his stake in the ORT
television channel, threatening to
pur him in prison. Last week, Mr.
Gusinsky said he had been
forced to sign a deal ta sell his
media empire, which apart from
NTV television inciudes a radio
station and a number of
periadicals, in exchange for
freedom. The tycoon was briefly
jailed in June on fraud charges
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The Russian President, Mr. Viadimir Putin (right}, greets a former Premier, Mr. Yevgeny Primakoy,
during a recent meeting with parliamentarians... consolidating power.

The Russian
President, Mr.
Viadimir Putin, has
taunched a battle for
control of the privaie
electronic media, the
last perceived threat
to his plan to rebuild
a strong state, says
VLADIMIR RADYUHIN.

but was allowed to leave the
country after agreeing to sell his
holding company, Media-MOST,

So far the two media magnates
have refused to cede controt over
their tefevision networks. Mr.
Berezovsky said he would
transter his ORT shares 1o & 1rust
consisting of journalists and
intelfectuals in an attempt to
keep the shares oat of
Government hands. For his part,
Mr. Gusinsky called the deal to
sell his assets invalid on the
grounds that he signed it "at
gunpoint.” He produced a secret
protocol signed by the Press
Minister, Mr. Mikhail kessin,
which said explicithy that Mr.
Gusinsky .was swapping his
stocks for his freedom.

The scandal has provoked a
public outery. The former Soviet
President. Mr. Mikhail
Gorbachev, who heads a media
watchdog group organised by
Media-MOST, denounced the
Kremlin’s offensive against NTV
as “'crude state blackmail’” and
asked Mr. Putin for a meeting to
express his concerns. However,
Mr. Putin is unlikely to
hackpedal even though his
actions may spoil Moscow’s
relations with the West. The
stakes are toa high. Corruption
and degradation of the
Government machinery has gone
too far during the previous ten
years of Mr. Yeltsin's drunken
rule and the new Kremlin team is
convinced the country needs
steang medicine ta recover. Mr,
Putin's prescription for Russia is
“guided’ or “maniputative
democracy.” My, Putin calls it a
“strong state” that alone can
bring to fruition pro-market
reforms which have been fatally
discredited in Russian eyes by
Mr. Yeftsin's catastrophic
£CONOMIC CXPEIMEents.

“Mass media and television
nenvorks are to play a key role in
the Kremlin's plans by helping
the Government to get the right
results at the polls, says Dr,
Sergei Markov of the Institute of
Political Studies. The Kremlin i
well aware of Russian electronic

media’s ability to manipulate
public opinion.Lariicer this
month, the Russian President
signed a new “information
security doctyine” thas
emphasises the state's need to
“defend natianal interests in the
information sector” and calis for
“strengthening state-owned mass
media and expanding their
possibilities for bringing reliabie
information tn Russian and
foreign citizens.”

In his battie for contral of
television. Mr. Putin can coun
on broad public suppart. Alter
the chaos and anarchy of Mr.
Yeltsin's rule, Russians wam a
strong hand in the Kremlin and
have little regurd for a “free”
media which applauded the
plundering of the causitry hy the
oligarchs. After 20 weeks in
power, Mr. Putin’s approval
rating stays well above Gl per
COALL

Apalysts say Mr. utin's
mmanipuiative demaocracy is the
price Russia has o pay for the
Yeltsin era and is the lesser of
twor vils facing the country, A
reatistic alternative o
maiplative democracy ts not
liberal democracy of the Western
rype (that Russia has failed to to
build over the past 10 years). but
a police state and international
isolation,” says Dr. Markov of the
institute of Political Studies.



e has put in much
for a strong State

By C. Raja Mohan

Moscow, SEPT. 28, The only sensible thing the
former President, Mr. Boris Yeltsin, did for
Russia, a perceptive ohserver here says, wuas to
designate Mr. Vladimir Putin as his successor.
Mr. Putin was the only alternative Russia
would accept for he was the compliete anli-
thesis of President Yeltsin,

I Mr. Yeltsin was erratic and unprediciable,
Mr. Putin is extremely focussed. I the former
unleashed chaos in Russia over the last decade
and presided over its diminution ot globai
yole, the new Russian President wants to bring
order and stability, revive the economy and
regain some of the positions in world alfairg
that had becn lost.

If the post-Soviet elite was in search of a
ALrader to end the anarchy of the 1990s and

Yrevive the hapless Russian nation, it has found
one in Mr. Putin. The new President is enjoy-
ing considerable popularity and will wield sig-
nificant power bestowed on the Russian
presidency by the 1993 Constitution that Mr.
Yeltsin was mentaily and physicaily incapabile
of,

Lvery revolution, or counter-tevoiution if
vou will, will face a moment when the Stae
hegins o reassert its authority and pats an
end to the lawlessness generated by political
upheaval. fn the French revolution, (this was
called the Thermidor.

The Russian people expect and President
Putin hopes to curh the free for all natwre of
the post-Sovietr polidcs,
discipline the new capitalist brigands whao
have asccumudared  unaceeptable  fevels of
power and wealth, and impose what he calls a
dictatorship of laws on Russia.

No, President Putin has oo desire to take
Russia back to the old communist wavs and

he dictatorship of the proleiariat. In the char-
w e issued for Russia on the eve of the new

illennium, he said it would be a mistake not -

y understand the historic futility of commu-
ism, which was a Wind alley. far away fram
1e mainstream of civilisation.

Mr. Putin insisis that (he nation’s future
cepends on combining the universal princi-
ples of market economy and democracy with
Russian realitics. At the beart of Mr. Putin's
vision for the new Russia is the recreation of a
strong State. For Russians, a strong Statg is not
an anomaly to be rid off. Quite the contrary, it

is u source of order and the main driving force
uf any change. Mr. Putin’s cfforls t impose
the rule of Taw in Russia are already raising
concerns in the West about his commiunent
10 democracy. They point to the tensions be-
tween the imperatives of restoring order and
sustaining democratic governance. But, My,
Putin may have understood the desire of the
Russian people to see the new rabber barons
controlled and the powerful mafia brought io
book. After all, it has been the Russian tradi-
tion to took up to a czar or a strong central
leader who can protect the weak from the
strong.
* & ¥

There is no guestion that Mr. Putin con-
fronts daunting challenges in his drive to re-
new Russia, Bue there is good news on at least
one front — the cconomic.

After vears of continuous decline, the Rus-
sian GDP grew by 3.2 per cent in 1999, The
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GDP ¥s expected o grow by nearly 5 per cent
this védar and at an average of 3-4 per cent in
the neXt five years.

For the Russian economy. which halved
over thelast decade, there i ong wayv to go.
According to Mr. Putin, it will take Bussia ap-
proximately 16 vears and 10 per cent annual
growth rate to yeach the present per capita
G2 devels in France and Britain.

Thelast decade has been economically dev-
astating for Russia. According 1o some esti-
mates, there are 50 million Russians below the
poverty line, 20 miltion fully or partially unem-
ployed, and 10 million refugees and homeless.

Bt there is a growing mood of optinism
here that things may be turning around.

A recent report by the Western consulting
firm, McRinsey, has suggested that Russia has
the real and human capital for & growth rate of
8 per cent.

Analvsts here also say that the recovery of
the Russian cconomy is not hecause of the
now rising prices of oil and that the stractural
changes of the last few years might have be-
gun to yield results,

Mr. Putin now has the opportunity to ride
the wave of cconomic revival and push for the
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next generation of reforms — ceonomic, polit-
ical and social.

ok

As part of his desire to create a strong State,
Mr. Putin s attemping 1o vegain the badiy-
croded central authority over the regions in
the name of democratic federalism,

Although clected, the Presidents and Gov-
ertors of various provinees have increasingly
become feudal lords, controlling everything
from legislatures to the media in their local
iefdoms. Since these leaders are also ex-ofti-
cio members of the Federation Councif, the
tfpper House of the Russian Parliament, they
are at once regionat chief executives and fed-
eral senators,

Even as he pushes for degislative reforms
that will constrict the power of the regional
bosses. Mr. Putin has begun a headlong con-
frontation with the robber barons who are
called the oligarchs here. Since May, Mr. Putin
has been putting relentless pressure on Mr,
Vladimir Gusinsky, a leading media magnate
and tycoon. Mr. Gusinsky is presenting the
issue as an attack on the freedom of press and
has sought to mebilise support in the United
States. Mr. Gusinsky's television channel has
been a sharp critic of the Kremiling While he
wants 1o be seen as o crusading journalist,
many in Russia see him as an unsavoury oli-
garch who has nsed his media power to smear
his political opponents and business rivals.

There are many skeptics who question
whether Mr. Puiin will be able to take his cam-
paign against the eligarchs to the logical con-
clusion. There could be problems in the very
caalition that Mr. Pugin has put together. Oth-
ers wander whether the means being adopred
to constrain the oligarchs will lead 1o a
hroader restriction of frecdoms in Russia.

There arc many Russians who compare Mr,
Putin ta Gen. Auguste Pinochet. Others see
him as a [Lee Kuan Yew of Singapove who gave
madern capitalism to the citv-Stue hut im-
nosed steict discipline, e friends of My, Pu-
tin view him oas Charles De Gaulle, the
demacratically elected Fremeh General with
an autocratic style. Whatever role-model the
48 vear-old Mr, Putin may have in mind. the
Russian prople are looking up to lim for deliv-
erance, And the world is watching the rise of
one of a voung leader who could make a big
difference to Russia and the worid.
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_~~ The Russian idea: Lenin to

wy “A\

By C. Raja Mohan

St. PETERSBURG, SEPT. 26. There (s indeed a hit
of Lenin left over in St Petershurg, which was
known under the Soviet dispensation as Le-
ningrad, A flowing statue of Lenin, founder of
Russian  Commonism,  with one hand
stretched out greeis vou in front of the iinpos-
ing offices of the Governor of this region, Mr.
Viadimir Yakovlev.

It was onlv natural that the visiting Indian
journalists would ask Mr, Yakoviev why Lenin
stands out there when the city in a referendam
afler the collapse of the Soviet Union opted 1o
restore the old name. An unfazed Mr. Yakovlev
safd the demolition of statues is a sign of
weakness and insisted that all monwuenis
crected will stand.

It is not that the new generation of Russian
leaders like Governor Yakovlev remain ecnam-
oured with Leninism. Bur they represeni a
new political maturity in Russia about owing
up to the past and coming 1o terms with it

Like Mr. Yakovlew, his former colleague in
St Petersburg and now the President, Mr, Vla-
dimir Putin, argues thal as Russia looks 1o a
new post-Communist future, it would be a
mmistake not to recognise the unquestionable
achievements of those times. At the same
time, Mr. Putin says, Communism vividly
demonstrated its inabilicy to foster sound self-
developmen! doeming our counury fo lag he-
hind other advanced countries.

Mr. Putin and his generation don’t want to
go back to Communisin, But they also want to
end the disastrous economic experiimentation
af the last decade. Demanding that Russia
search its own path (o renewal, Mr. Putin says
abstract models and schemes taken from for-
eign textbooks cannor assure Russian prosper-
ity.

Whiic embracing free market and detmocra-
¢y, the new Russian leaders now fucus on the
ided of Russia. The eraphasis is on patriotisit,
national self renewal and the building of a

strong state thal wil! restore a semblance of

stability and morality. While there is a renew-

cd emphasis on the greatness of Russia, the
Puting and Yukovlevs demand that Russian
mentality should be expanded by new ideas.

Elaborating on the idea in the charrer he
presented to the nation, Mr, Putin argues that
in the modern age, a country's power is mani-
fested more in its ability to develop and use
advanced technologies and ensuring a high
level of well-heing than in ity military strength,
Lenin will continue to stand in front of Mr.
Yukoviev's cavernous mansion; but the only
portrait inside his office is that of Peter the
Gredat, who laid the foundation for modern
Russia. The idea of Russia that is slowly grip-
ping the nation is abaur leoking deep inside
itself and chart the course for a future that will
he very different from the recent past

R L]

The political tension between St. Petershurg
and Moscow has always been a Russian real-
ity. A young Russian journalist told us here
that St. Petersburg may not be the first city of
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Russia; but he pressed on to say that it is not
the second either. St. Petersburg was the cap-
ital of Russia before it was shifted to Maoscow,
and the city now secs itseif as the cultural cap-
ital of Russia and also the cultured capital. For
most of those who see themselves as Peter-
skys, Moscow is oo low- brow. But the capital
citics everywhere have a way of cornering re-
sources. Today Moscow looks more painted
and brighter than St. Petersburg. But the city
on the Westerit edges of Russia, and which
saw itself as Russia’s window to the West and
modernity, the home to Russian cuiture and
Hicrature, is gearing itselt up to celebrate the
30ath anniversay of its founding in 2003.
dem

The citizens of St. Petersburg are mighrily
pleased that once of their own is loday the Pres-
ident, Like all the previous Russian leaders,

Peter the Great 7.

Mr. Putin has taken a pelgie lot of his associ-
ates from St Petershyrg to run the show in
Moscow. Unlike in Ifidia, where the Prime
Minister has o constainly keep an eye on the
regional balances in distributing the fishes
and loaves of office, the Rissian leaders take
their trusted allies 1o Moseow to run the gov-
ernment,

President Bovis Yelosin, who hailed from Ye-
katerinburg in the Urals ook people from che
city to Moscow. Now under Mr. Patin, a pow-
erful St Petersburg netwark contrels the Tev-
crs of power in Moscow, By Mr. Putin has a
problem with Governor Yakavley,

In the early 1990s, they were part of the
same reformist team that was built by Mr,
Anatoly Sobchak, Mr. Yakovlev fell out with
the gung and got himself elected Governor a
second time (ast May. At that time. Mr. Putin
had called Mr.Yakovley Judas tor the berrayal.
As the top-gun of Russia, Mr. Patin needs 1o
shaw he is in control of howe territory. Until
now, Mr. Yakovleyv reportedly has not bitten
the various offers from Mr. Purin to be kicked
upstairs. Mr. Putin will obviously will keep on
trying.

India has & huge stake in 51, Petershurg, Qs
Consulate-General here bas a room named af-
ter Mr. Putin, When he was ane of the vice-
mavors, he visited the Indian mission for a
function. But the real Indian stake is in the
economic and trade relations with %1 Peters-
burg, which runs today at nearhy $5250n¢

If one includes the defence purchases it im-
mediately goes up to nearly a $1 billions. The
Admiralty shipyard here v manufacturing
both frigates and sulrmaries for the Indian
Navy. When the Sovier Unfon hroke up, the
cconomy of St. Petersbury wan ahmaost 80 per
certt dependent upon defence contracts. The
dependence hias now come down o ahout 20
per cent. But the contracts with India are very
valuable and have considerable impact on lo-
cal employment, Given thwse stakes, Governer
Yakovlev hopes to visit India carly next yeag

THE HINDU
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MOSCOW / SPECTRE OF TERRORISM

«Russia plans ban on -
undamentalist group

By Vladimir Radyuhin

\

MOSCOW, AUG 5. Russian authorities are prQ
ing for a ban on a fundamentalist Islamic sect
in an attempt to halt the onslaughlt of refigious
fanaticism in mainly-Muslim regions of ithe
country. The advisory Security Council has
called for outlawing Wahhabism, a conserva-
live brand of Sunni Islam that has recently
gained a foothold in the former Soviet Ceniral
Asia and is spreading rapidly across Russia.

According to the Interior Minister, Gen. Vla-
dimir Rushailo, up to 80 Wahhabi organisa-
tions are currently active in Russia. They first
cropped up in North Caucasus, where the
Russian army has been fighting Islamic sep-
aratists in Chechnya, and spread north, not
only to Muslim regions, such as Tatarstan, but
to non-Muslim territaries — Astrakhan, Vol-
gograd, Xuban and Mordovia.

Moscow maintains that Wahhabi mercenar-
ies of Arab origin and their local foliowers are
spearheading the rebel resistance in Chech-
nya. On Thursday, a military spokesman in
Moscow said Wahhabis from neighbouring
Dagestan were responsible for ambushing an
clite unit of Russian paratroopers in Chechnya
in March, killing more than 30 soldiers. The
Russian leadership views the onslaught of Is-
lamic fundamentalism as part of a great- pow-
er game for recarving the geopolitical map of
the world. The Russian President, Mr. Vladi-
mir Putin, is on record as saying that the anti-
Russian rebellion in Chechnya was “only a
fragment” of a greater “general struggle tor
re-making of the world™” on the part of “extre-
mist forces,” particulatly in Central Asia and
elsewhere in the former Soviet Union,

In April, Russia and four former Soviet re-
publics in Central Asia set up an anti-terrorist

centre lo prevent radical Islamic groups from
expanding their influence across the region.
Russia’s Security Council, which discussed the
problem of Islamic extremism last week be-
hind closed doors, is reported to have recom-
mended that national legislation on the
freedom of conscience and religious organisa-
tions be amended to outlaw Wahhabism.

The issue has split Russian Muslims. Three
months ago Sheikh Talgat Tadjuedin, head of
the Spiritual Board of Russian Muslims, called
an Russian authorities to ban Wahhabisnt. 1n
a letter to the Russian President, he said his
organisation needed governmernt support to
stem the tide of aggressive Wahhabism, which
is penerously financed from abroad and skill--
fulfy exploits Russia’s economic problems and
religious ilfiteracy of Russian Muslims.

The leader of a rival Muslim organisation,
Russia’s Council of Mufii, Sheigh Ravil Gainut-
dinov, has opposed a formal ban on Waliha-
bism. While admitting that extremist Islamic
sects were gaining a foothold in Russia. he
argued that such a ban would inevitably lead
1o abuses that would hit mainstream Muslims.
“Few people know what Wahhabism is, and
before there is complete clarity on the ques-
tion such a law must not be adopted,” Sheikh
Gainutdin said. “Wahhabism is an ideclogy
and can be only fought against by ideological
methods.”

However, the Kremlin is delermined to
press ahead with a legislative ban on Wah-
habism. With Mascow's tacit approval, Dag-
estan last vear approved a law outlawing
“Wahhabi and other extremist activities™ on
its territory. The new pro-Russian adininistra-
tor of Chechnya. Mufti Akhmad Kadvyrov, has
also banned the Wahhabi movement.
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RUSSIA / DEFENCE FEUD RESOLVED

Putin 037;

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, AUG. 12. The Russian President, Mr,
Viadimir Putin, drew a line under an embar-
rassing public feud in the defence establish-
ment, calling for a halanced military reform
that would meet both potential threats and
financial linitations.

Speaking at a key meeting of the policy-
making Security Council in the Kremlin on
Feiday, he lambasted the bungled atempts at
military reform under his predecessaor, Mr. Bo-
ris Yeitsin. “The current structure of the
armed forces is hardly optimal”, Mr. Putin
said, opening the mecting attended by the
military top brass. “We spend huge funds on
security needs, vet combat training is not con-
ducted in many units, pilots rarely fly and saii-
ors rarely go fo sea.”

Demonstrating his rademark pragmatic
style, My, Putin said (he military siructure
must be adapted precisely o the kind of
threats Russia may face now and in the near
future, bur all changes had to be economically
substantiated. Otherwise. they will be carried
out juse as the military reforms have been in
the past 10 years, he said.

The former President, Mr. Yeltsin, several
times announced the start of a radical military
reform but it has never taken off the ground
hecause of a lack of concept and funding.

Friday’s meeting pu: an cnd to a very un-
usual public dispute in the military over ways
of refarming Russia’s armed forces. The Chiet
of the General Staff, General Anatoly Kvash-
nin, has called for drastically slashing land-
hased ballistic missiles and for diverting funds
to ground forces. However, the Defence Min-
ister, Marshal [gor Sergeyev, a former missile
commander, denaunced the plan as mad rav-
ings, arguing that the rocket farces was the
most combat-ready arnm ot the decaying
armed forces and the only remaining symbol
of Russia’s great-power status,

Details af the four-hour Sccurity Council
mecting were skeichy, but the Security Coun-
cil Secretary, Mr. Sergei [vanov, suggested a
compromise formula had been worked out.
“We managed Lo reach the key goal —to make

HO ,Y)/

for military reforms ¥

The Russian President, Mr. Vladimir Putin {centre), at a meeting with officials in the
Kremiin in Moscow on Saturday. (From [eft) The Foreign Minister, Mr. Igor [vanoy, the
Defence Minister, Mr. Igor Sergeyev, the Prime Minister, Mr. Mikhail Kasyanov, the
Security Council Secretary, Mr. Sergei lvanov, the Interior Minister, Mr. Viadimir
Rushailo and the Federal Security Service Director, Mr. Nikolai Patrushev. — AP

a balanced decision, that would do no harm to
any branch of the military.” he said aftter the
meeting.

Marshal Sergeyev maude it clear there would
be no drastic cuts in the strategic missile
torces. “No missile launcher would be demol-
ished until the end of its regular and extended
lifespan,” he said.

Defence Ministry sources said the military
reform plan for a period until 2015 approved
at the meeting calls for gradual reduction of
both missile and ground forces. Beginning
2006, land-based missile forces will be cut
from their current 3,500 nuclear warheads to
1,500, rather than to 1,400 by 2003 as proposed
by the General Staff. Ground forces arc to bHé
trimmed down from today’s 1.2 million gfen
to 900,000 and their rearmament wil be
stepped up. Funding of the armed fogfes will

improve at the expense of other security
forces, above all the overblown military units
of the Interior Ministry, Russkc currenily aflo-
cates around $ 5 hillions for detence needs,
cantrasted with $300 billions tv the U8,

In the first follow-up 10 Friday's meeting,
the Air Force Chief, General Anatoly Kornu-
kov, announced on Saturday that Russia’s ag-
ing anti-ballistic missile rockers woukl be
taken off duty and their joh taken ever by the
Air Force.-

The Defence Minjster and the General Staft
Chicf appear to have both retained their posts
r the moment, but analysts predict Mr. Putin
may replace both in a few months and pos.
sibly appoint a civilian to head the Dufcng
Ministry as part of an effort to demarcate more

clearly the functions of the Mi?{h’y}ﬁd the
gencral staff.
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Over 100 trapped as
-sub(]stuck on seabed

M Russian navypfames; technical faults, says reactor shut down

REUTERS
MOSCOW. AUG 14

Qurtt”

ORE than 100 iussian
M sailors were trapped in a
muclear-powered  sub-

marine on the sea bed offnorthern

Russia on Monday after technical

faults forced them to shut down
. the nuclear reactor, the navy said.

Russia’s independent NTV
television station said the cause of
the accident was flooding of the
torpedo tubes and front section of
the submarine Kursk, and said a
power shutdown might lead to
problemswith oxygen supplies.

But the head of the navy’s press
office, Igor Dygalo, said that un-
specificd technical faults had
forced the Kursk to settle on the
sea bed after training exercises in
the Barents Sea, most of which lies
in the Arctic circle north of Euro-
pean Russia.

He gave no details of the depth
or location of the Kursk, classed as
Antyei in Russia and Oscar-2 by
NATO, but said no nuclear

wkaponswere on board.

., He said the submarine’s nu-
clear reactor had been shut down
and there were no radiation leaks,
and that rescue vessels had rushed
tothe scene.

A reporter for NTV speaking
from the Northern Fleet’s base of
Severomorsk said the crew of the
Kursk had had fo ground the ves-
sel on the sea bed after its torpedo
tubesand frontsection flooded.

! The reporter gave no source
for his information. He also said a
power shutdown on the vessel
might lead to problems with sup-
pliesof oxygen on board.

It was not clear whether the
crewwere trying to fix the problem
themselves. The Norwegian envi-
ronmental group Bellona said on
its website (www.bellona.no) that
rescue efforts coulgl be hampered
by the power shutdown.

It quoted former Russian naval
officer Alexander Nikitin, who
works for Bellona and was recently
cleared by a Russian court of spy-

- ing, as saying that if the submarine

was at a depth of more than 100
metres it would be difficult to use
the Kursk’s ballast tanks to refloat
it. Nikitin was quoted as saying that
Oscar-2 class submarines did not
have rescue capsules to take the
crew to the surface and that deep-
going rescue submarines would
have tobe used.

Interfax news agency said the
Kursk came into service in 1995

" and had 107 people on board, in-

cluding 52 officers. Itar-Tass said its
class of submarine could carry up
10 130men,

The defence ministry of Nor-
way, which has territorial waters in
the Barents, said it had no infor-

. mation about the incident.

One of the most serious recent
submarnine disasters was off Nor-
way's North coast in 1989, when a
Soviet Mike class nuclear subma-
rine, the Komsomolets, sank after
fires on board. A total of 42 crew
died in the accident. Norway says
thesunken submarine’s nuclear re-
actor and torpedoes are still slowly
leaking plutonium into the water.
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KURSK  submarine
v has highlighted

thelshocking extent of the

Ruskian  armed forces
degradation) While the causes of
powertful explosions that sent the
sophisticated nuclear submarine
te the bottom of the Barents Seain
the Arctic are vet to be establish-
ed, it is abvions that poor training
and rundown equipment com-
bined e tarn accident into disas-
ler. Russia can still build some of
the world's most powerful subrma-
rines -— Kursk, dubbed “killer sub-
marine” for its deadly Granic
anli-ship missifes, was comimis-
sfoned as recently as tive years ago
— but has no deep-diving equip-
ment to rescue the crew of a sunk-
en submarine.

In 1985 Russian divers made it
to the Guinness Book of records
lor going down 300 metres under
walter for the fivst lime in diving
history, but 15 vears later they had
no cquipment o descend 100
metres (o the aid of the siricken
Kursk. Naval rescuc units have
been downsized and their funding
cut. The abyss of the armed forces’
decline has shaken even the Rus- !
sian President, Mr. VTadimir Putin.
"I knew the navy was in a dire
state. but I had no idea things
were that bad,” he tald the fam-
ilies of the perished crew.

The Russian armed forces have
heen crippled by ten vears of Mr.
Boris Yeltsin's bungled economic
reforms,  which  decimated  the
country's GNP to a quarter of whar
it was in Soviet times. Mr, Yeltsin
entrusted the challenging job of
reforming the huge army Russia
inherited from the Soviet Union to
the military top brass who under-
standably were above all con-
cerned with keeping their jobs.
Troop numbers have been stashed
from 4.5 millien to 1.2 miilion, but
the number of generals and admi-
rals has even increased compared
w what the Soviet Union had.
‘They resisted further cuts and pre-
served the bloated command
structure to justify their useful-
ness. As a result, Russia today has
an armed force comparable on
paper 1 that of the United States
and a vast military infrastructure
that survives on a budget that con-
stitutes 2 per cont of the American
defence spending a1 the carrem
exchange rate.

Military training all but stop-
ped. morale plummeted, soldiers
were iH-fed, officevs did not ye-
cuive wages for months and suy-
vived by giving blood and working
as night guards snd taxi drivers. In
14994 when Mr. Yeltsin sent the ar-
wmy s fight separatists in Chech-
nva, the wilitary could not put ug

\_)\
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The Kursk submarine
tragedy has
highlighted the
shocking extent of the
Russian armed forces’
degradation, writes
VLADIMIR RADYUHIN.

even two combat-ready divisions
and lost the first campaign against
a raglag army of [slamic rebels.
The army has claimed more suc-
cess in its current year-long cam-
paign in Chechnya, but it stll
lnses scores of men in the region
evayy week.

Mr. Putin came to power in
spring on the slogan of strength-
ening the stare and its armed
farces. last month the policy-
making Secutity Council under his
chairmanship called for optimis-
ing the defence structure and
spending and for continuing bal-
anced reductions in the armed
forees.

The catastrophe of the kursk
mayv dictate the need for more
radical changes, “We must draw,
without any doubts, certain con-
clusions” from the Kursk sinking,
Mr. Putin said last week.

The Russtan military has insist-
ed the Kursk must have collided
with a foreign. presumably NATO,

submarine. However, it is ver to
produce evidence to support the
claim, while military commenta-
tors said it was more likely the
submarine had been rammed by a
Russian warship. The Russian na-
vy has not held major war games
for years for lack of funding. Only
a tiny percentage of the navy is at
sea at any one time. Experienced
officers have been leaving the na-
vy because they do not get decent
pay and those who stay have littie
incenlive to work hard apart from
a sense of duty.

In these conditions, sophisticat-
ed weapons become a threat not
so much to the enemy as Lo those
who use them. A devasiating ex-
plosion of about twe wimes of
TNT that ripped the Kursk must
have betn caused by torpedoes
stocked aboard. The Defence Min-
istry’s Krasnaya Svezde newspa-
per reported that  during  an
averhaul in 1998 the Kursk's tor-
pedoes were replaced by cheaper
models powered by more danger-
ous hydrogen-mix engines. Fortu-
natety, the Kursk carried no
nuclear weapons. but it had two
I'IUCI(‘.‘EII' reactors and no  one
knows if they were damaged in the
blast.

Russia has ten more Oscar-class
guided-missile  submarines.  to
which the Kursk belonged, about
t8 bailistic-missite  submarines
and close o 30 attack nuclear-
powered submarines. The Kursk
disaster has raised the question of

whether Russia needs so many
nuciear  submiarines,  especiafly
since tew of them can be deployed
for lack of funds and proper main-
tenance.

“We must sirelch our feet ac-
cording to our means,” Mr. Putin
1old the relatives of the Kursk crew
last week. We de not bave o
keep 30 submarines, maybe 1),
but their crews must be taken
goad care of and be well provid-
ed.” At the same time Mr, Putin
has called for imcereasing defence
spending next year ahove the bud-
ger target of 206.3 billion roubles
jjust under 57 billion}.

If the drastic cuts proposed by
Mr. Putin are more than a populist
gesture 1o placate the grieving
families of the Kursk's dead crew,
they are likely o run into oppaosi-
tion from the military.

A the Russian leader, who has
no power frase of his awn, can il
afford to antagonise the defence
establishment. which has strongly
supported his tough stand on
Chechinva

An fternal analysis by the Rus-
sian Generat Stalf prepared more
than a year ago sald the counry
could nor linance an armed forees
strength of more than 600,000
personnel. Yet, the guidelines ap-
proved at the recent  Security
Council meeting call for a 50 per
cent bigger force of 900,000. Oth-
erwise, three-fourths of the Gen-
erals will lose their jobs,
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“WRONG REFLEXESt

\)Kursk torpedoes hit Putin presidenc

HE torpedoes that sunk the Kursk appear also to have

Putin’s presidency — his ratings have already slipped
per cent since the disaster. He may have been inclined by
Soviet era reflexes and KGB training to initially treat the cri
sis as a military emergency, but it has rapidly assumed the
proportions of a human disaster hogging media attention. In
what must be the Russian version of the Indian “foreign hand”
thesis, the defence minister initially claimed that the giant
submarine reinforced with a double hull sank because it had
been rammed by a foreign submarine. Although he withdrew
it later, it provides a revealing glimpse of the official mindset,
Within Russia not many are buying the official version — of
doing everything possible to rescue the sailors. Relatives of
the dead sailors have refused to participate in official cere-
monies of mourning and television viewers had a dramatj
glimpse of dissent as well as its heavy-handed suppressi
when a middle aged woman screamed at Ilya Klebanov

to reach the submarine’s hatch after being authorised to pro-
ceed, but both Norwegian and British teams now contracict
this, saying they had both been obstructed from proceed. -
and misinformed about conditions around the submarine b -
the Russians. [nitial reports suggested that the rear escape
hatch of the submarine was severely damaged and the cur-
rents too strong for a rescue attempt, vet Norwegian divers
found visibility goed and experienced no difficulties. More
such revelations in the davs ahead could seriously damage
Putin’s reputation as well as that of the Russian armed forces.
Russia has a huge and obsolescent military, in keeping with
its pretensions of being a superpower and may need to move
towards a smaller but more flexible and manageable fighting
force. What would be the lessons for India in the episode?
India relies heavily on a culture of secrecy as well as Russian
military equipment. India needs to take a long hard look both
at military procurements from Russia as well as the cloak of
secrecy that surrounds its own official procedures.
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~"Putin wants tougher
action against rebels

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, JULY 6. The Russian Presi-
dent. Mr. Viadimir Putin, has
called for a stepped-up milicary
crackdown on in rebels in the
wake of a recent series of deadly
bomb attacks in the breakawam
region. 0 Apy
Paving a surprise visit 16 Ndrih
Caucasus o his way back fror
Central Asia, Mr, Putin ordered
ussian military commanders (o
unprove  their performance  in

Chechnva to avoid a repetition of

suicide  vuck bonmibings which
killea or wounded over 100 Rus-
shiiy raups last Sunday.

vooa late-night aneeting on
Wednesday  with military com-
manders and regional leaders aca
military base in Mozdok, capital
of Nortit Ossetia, which borders
chechnya, the Russian leader
berated  the  Intevicr Minister,
al Vladimiir Rushailo, Tor Tax
descipdine of his troops which had
fed 1o darge casualtios in Sunday’s
attacks, and reaffirming his com-
mitment 1o continued  military
aperation in Chcchng,

“Weshouid steadily step up cur
efforts to nurmalise the situation
in the region,” he said. “"We are
completely convineed that if we
Jdanot stop this seat of terrorism
aud extremism in Chechnya, then
we will be faced with it again else-
where in the country,”

MeoPatin also sought to end the
angoing rivalry betwieen the [e-
fenee and Interior Ministry forces

3¢

"t ;" m

“hechnya which hanmpered the
military’s operations against re-
bels. The President pointedly re-
minded to the Defence Minister,
Marshal Igor Sergevev, that he
was still in charge of the overall
eperation in Chechnya and told

?/all other officials to “strictly and

rignrousty camry out orders issued
by (he Minister of Defence.”

Analysts said the rebels’ new
tactics of resorting to terrorist at-
tacks left Russians defenceless, “If
Chechen suicide bombers are ca-
pable of inflicting beavy losses on
Russian  forces  in Chechnya,
which is packed with Federal
troops, they can strike even more
cffectively in other parts of the
country,” said Mr. Pavel Felgen-
hauer, a Moscow-hased defence
anadyst, Russia’s  top military
commanduer in Chechnya, Gener-
al Gennady Troshev, told the N TV
television that rebels seemed re-
solved to condnue armied resist-
ance. fe estinled the number of
mititants coufronting the 940,000~
strong Russian foree in Chechnya
at 2000, But despite cheir over-
whelming  superiority both in
numbers and weapons, Russian
troops conlinue to sulfer daily
lusses,

During the past week, rebels
killed 61 and wounded 153 Rus-
sian soldiers in Chechnya, a mil-
itary spokesman announced in
Moscow on Thursday. This is the
highest weekly casually rate in

many weeks./y '



Putin’s tactics ring alarm bells iIlq/ﬂl? West

IX months after he came
&o power promising fo
ring leadership and ref-
orm to Russia, President
Vladimir Putin is becoming
known for his autecratic rule:
above all, for his attacks on
press freedom.
In the latesl example of the
authorities’ crackdown on their
critics, Andrei Babitsky, the
reporter detained in a camp in
Chechnya in January, was on
Thursday banned from travel-
ling to Bucharest to receive a
prize for his reporting. Instead
of the award, he faces charges
of carrving false documents and
fines of £700. Many believe his
crime was simply his critical
coverage of the war.
The move against him coincid-
ed this week with the fourth
interrogation of Viadimir Gu-
sinsky, chairman of Media-
Most, Russia’s only indepen-
dent media empire. Gusinsky
was arvested and briefly impris-
oned in mid-June on charges of
defrauding the government of

How the West deals with Russia in the futur% v

may well depend on who is elected the next
American President, says ALICE LAGNADO

£7 million. The charges against
both men have been ridiculed
by journalists, politicians and
commentators, who have called
the Gusinsky case the most
substantial attack on the media
by Mr Putin since he became
Prime Minister last vear. They
also argue that the attacks are
simply the latest in a series of
authoritarian measures about
which the West has been foo
forgiving. '

Russian liberals have warned
the West that its softly-softly
approach to Mr Putin's intimi-
dation of journalists is even
counter-productive because it is
interpreted by the Krémiin as a
blank cheque to harass its crit-
ics. Igor Malashenko, a senior
executive In Gusinsky’s holding
company who was himself det-
ained last month, said that the
West’s lack of forceful criticism
of Mr Putin had sent the wrong
message to the Kremlin,

“Appeasement does nol work,”
he said. “Mr Blair's meeting
with Putin created the miscon-
ception for Putin that he will be
admitied into the exclusive club
of Western leaders. Western
leaders should be much maore
direct in dealing with Mr
Putin.” Tougher criticism would
not isclate Russia but rather it
would have an important influ-
ence on the new Russian
regime. Instead, there was an
over-confident mood among the
President’s men, he said.
“People in the Kremlin think
they can do anything they want
about Chechnya or anything
else,” he said.

Sergei Kovalyov, Russia's vet-
eran human rights campaigner,
sald it was simply easier for
Western .governments to pre-

Vladimir Putin: disquiet about his repressive tendencies

tend things were fine in Russia.
“They don't wanti to examine
things properly. That is exactly
what the Putin team is count-
ing on,” he said.

My Kovalyov said that the
Russian government could go
on harassing the press in myri-
ad ways without having to
resort to the psychiatric hospi-
tals or labour camps emploved
by the Soviet regime. “No gulag
is needed because inside every
Soviet person there ig a prison
guard, and that is much more
effective than an actual prison.”

Even Sergei Dorenka, a promi- -

nent journalist widely perceived
as a Kremlin supporter, has
condemned the President’s
clampdown. He said: “It's hard
for foreign and Russian inves-
tors to understand what is hap-
pening here. On the one hand,
we seem to be in favour of
investment, but on the other,
demoacracy is being replaced by
what even cautious critics are
calling elements of a police
state.” .

Critics of the West's handling
of Mr Putin point to a lengthen-
ing list of decisions indicating
that his instincts for control,
honed during his KGB vears,
have come to the fore. The
Security Council, an unelected
body dominated by figures from
the intelligence services, will
run the country it a state of
emergency is declared, accord-
ing to a new law soon to he
passed by parliament. In addi-
tion, Gazprom, the natural gas
giant which is the country’s
biggest company, is now de
facto under Mr Putin’s control.
Mr Putin has also just pushed
through a law enabling him to
diamiss elected regional gover-

nots, further tening centr
control of the vountry, Further,
he has not introduced the prom-
ised legislation to implement
wide reforms in Russ=ia. for
instance of the judiciai ~vsiem,
which largely acts in the inter-
ests of the rich and poweiful.

Until now, Mr Putin has en-
joyved ihe comfort of economic
gtability because of high oil
prices and the rouble devaiua-
tion in 1998. But he said this
week that inflation would rise

sharply, to 2.5 per cent, this |

month and the effects of devalu-
ation are wearing off. Now the
ail price is falling. Obseivers are
worried about how he will act if
the economy takes & nosedive.

Dizquiet about his repressive
tendencies has reopened the
debatle in the Wesi abou
hest to deal with his leadershg.
Although Prime Minister Blair

and President Clinton have
sought to establish good work- |

ing relations with the new
Kremlin, on the assumption
that he will he running Russia
for the next decade, there are
lingering doubts in other West-
ern capitals about hip and his
failure to get io grips with the
priorities facing his counury.
One British source, who has
watched the Putin Kremlin
closety, said: “There were great
expectations when he came io
office and the shine has worn
off. Threats against pre=s {rec-
doms are disturbing. Equally.
where is the programme oy
reform we heard so much about
earlier?” There is a palpable
sense of drift, with Rus=ians not.
clear sometimes if the Zovern-
ment or the Security Council is
actually running the country.
In the West, there are some
signs of a reassessment.
Shadow foreign secretary Fran-
cis Maude called an the British
government on Wednesday 1o
readjust ils pelicy towards
Moscow.

“Mr Blair’s hasty embrace of |

Viadimir Putin owed cvery-
thing to competitive oppor-
tanigtm and nothing to balanced

judgment,” he said. “We neod

close relations with powerful

but unstable states such s |
Russia and Chiva, but e don't |

need to check in our vataes ot

the check-out desk ~vhen we |

vigit them. They won't respent
us if we do”

How the West denis with
Russia in the fbare may well
depend oh why is elected Lthe
next American President. A vic-
tory by Texas governor and
Republican candidate George W
Bush would usher in a far more
hawkish administration.

— The Times, London.



RUSSIA / ‘NATION FACING CATASTROPHIC SITUATION’
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[\ By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, JULY 8. Tn his first major address to the
nation after being elected Russia’s President
in March, Mr. Viadimir Patin, painted a grim
picture of the country’s situation and said only
a strong siate cowld save the nation from ex-
tncuon.

Much of Mr. Putin’s 50-minute state of the
nation address was devoted 10 a hard-hitting
analysis of a catastrophic situation in Russian
society and economy after 1 vears of mishan-
dled reforms.

“For several years now, Russia's population
has been declining at an annual rate of
750,000," the President said addressing both
Haouses of Parliament gathered in the Kremiin
on Saturday. "According to forecast, we could
lose 22 million people, or one-seventh of its
present population, within 15 vears. If the
trend persists, the very survival of the nation
will be jeopardised.”

Russia’s economy was ineffective, the busi-
ness climate remained bad, investment risks
were high, and bureaucracy was stifling, Mr.
Putin said. The country was losing the race to
developed countries and could end up in the
Third Warld, .

He blamed a weak swate for the country's
deep and protracted economic crisis, “ndeci-
sive state and weak Government has stalled
the economic and other reforms.”

Mr, Putin called for the state to stop inter-
fering in business activity and concentrate on
lowering the tax burden, enforcing the law and
protecting property rights,

“The main barriers o economic reform are
high taxes, the arbitrariness of bureaucrars
and rash of criminals.”

Mr. Putin vowed to end “crony capitalism’”
that emersed and gained political clout during
Mr. Boris Yeltsin's rule. " The vacuum of power
has resulted in privare corporations and clans

Putin calls for a strong state

The Russian President, Mr. Viadimir Putin {rigit), listens to Mr. Yegor Stroyev,
Chairman of the Federation Council, the Upper House, prior to presenting his first
annual state of the union address at the Kremlin, Moscow on Saturday. Members
of Parliament, Cabinet members and the judges of Russia’s top courts gathered in

an ornate Kremiin hall to hear the speech. — AP

selzing some Government functions.”

He defended his reforms to cut the powers
of the regions, reiterating the need for rebuild -
ing a vertical of Central authority in the coun-
twy which was distupted when  regions
grabbed power from the Centre with Mr, Yeli-
sin’s encouragement.

“No ecanomic programme wiil succeed if
there is noe single economic and legal space
throughout the country.” Mr. Putin said, con-
demning local testrictions on the fTow of cap-
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itul and goods as " outrageous and shameful,”

Without openly saying so, the Presidens
made it clear that he would push for painful
vefomms in the economy, bankrupting unprof-
itahle state-cwned companices, cutting back
on excessive ' social benefits and withdraw-
ing state support o losing industries.

Mr. Putin hailed Russia’s military operation
tnn Chechnya, saving it ‘was the only way w
Uprevent the collapse of the Russian Veder-
ation.”



FTER JUST three months
in office, the Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir
Putin, is facing his first
crisis In the defence establish-
ment, with a bitter rivalry among
the top brass threatening to split
the military and undermine the
country’s defence potential.

For the first time in modern
Russia's history, twa top defence
officials have publicly clashed
over the national defence strate-
gy. Last week the Chief of the
General Staff, General Anatoly
Kvashinin, called for slashing Rus-
stat's arsenal of land-based inter-
continental  ballistic  tmissiles
(ICBMs) and depriving the Strate-

| gic Nuclear Rockel Force, which is
responsibie for the missiles, of its
status as an independent branch
of the armed forces. Gen. Kvashin
proposed using the money saved
to beef up Russia’s conventional
farces. The Defence Minister,
Marshal 1gor Sergevev, respanded
by blasting the plan as a “crime
against Russia™ and “sheer mad-
ness’’ and threatened 1o resign if
it was accepied.

My, Putin intervened and or-
dered the rivals 1o stop making
public statements and instructed
the advisary Security Council to
carry out an “objective assess-
ment and clarification” of the is-
sue and present its conclusions
later this month. The scandal re-
flected an ongoing debate in Bus-
sia over ways of ensuring its
natienal security in the post-cold
war era. Gen. Kvashnin speaks for
a section of the military which be-
lieves that the emphasis in de-
fence strategy should be shifted
from nuclear weapons to conven-
tional forces. I argues that in the
absence of East-West confronta-
tion, nuclear conflict has become
all but impossible and it s
enough for Russia to maintain on-
Iy a small nuclear force to deter a
potential aggressor with a sec-
ond-strike capability. On the nth-
er hand, Russia needs sirong
conventional forces to deal with
internal instability and secession-
ist tendencies as in Chechnya and
1o defend its borders. General
Staff experts have wrrived at the
conclusion that given potential
threats Russia must be prepared
to fight two limited regional con-
flicts at a time. Meanwhile, the
present state of the Bussian army
is so poor that it cannot handle
even one conflict, as the war in
Chechuaya has shown,

Since becoming Defence Min-
ister in 1997, Marshal Sergeyev,
former commander of the Sirate-
gic Nuclear Rocket forces, has
channelled aver 80 per cent ol the
Minjstry's meagre arms procure-
ment budget to buy new ICBMs.
As a rtesult, the army began its
campaign in Chechnva Jast fall

Training guns

" =

A4
on each other

The Russian President, Mr. Viadimir Putin, is flanked by his warting advisors, the
Defence Minister, Marshal igor Sergeyev (to his left), and the Chief of the General
Statf, Gen. Anatoly Kvashnin... cracks in the armour.

A bitter rivalry among
the top brass is
threatening to split
Russia’s military and
undermine its defence.
VLADIMIR
RADYUHIN reports.

without attack  helicopters  or
fixed-wing aircraft capable of op-
erating at night or in fog, without
modern communication equip-
ment and many other things that
could have reduced its losses.
Gen. Kvashnin has called for relo-
cating expenditure fram nuclear
w conventional arms and drasti-
cally reducing tand-based [CBM
launchers to between H and
150, as against 430 envisaged by

the START-1{ treaty with the Unit-

ed States.

Opponents of the plan sav it
would not only critically under-
mine the Russian defence poten-
fial bt would also affect the
country’s geopolitical position. {t
would weaken Hussia's positions
al curtent talks with the US. ona
START-11l treaty and the fate of
the Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty,
which Washington would like to
modify 1o build a National Missile
Defence (NMD). Critics say that
land-based 1CBMs, which have
traditionally been Russia’s most

formidable nuclear component,
have gained even greater impor-
tance today in view of the pro-
gressing degradation of the navy
and the air force.

“The Kvashnin plan is a strate-
pic signal for the (1.5 Russia is
giving up the model of mutual nu-
clear cantainment, on which stra-
tegic stability has heen based for
several decades,” says 1. Sergei
Rogov, head of the institute of
1.5, and Canada Swdies. Tt will
take twa ULS. submarines patroil-
ing off the Russian coast wo de-
stroy our 100 [CBMs and a dozen
or 50 bases of submarines and
heavy bombers in one salvo.” The
precious few missiles that could
survive ihe attack would be easily
intercepted by an NMD the U.5.
wants to  deploy. Thus, Gen.
Kvashmin's plan adds fuel power
to champions of NMD in the U5

Nuglear war scenarios are of
course purely theoredeal, as no
ane in bis senses is going to un-
leash a nuclear conflict, but by
losing nuclear deterrence capa-
bility Russia, which is still largely
an economic cripple, will become
vuliteratrle to alt kinds of political,
economic and strategic pressures
and lase att hope of becoming one
of the ventres of a mualti-polar
world ii has been advocating,

The main driving motive be-
hind Gen. Kvashnin's plan seems
t be his bitter personal contlict
with the Defence Minister. The
two are barely on speaking tersms,

The Chief of the General Staff is
one of the main candidates to re-
place Marshal Sergevev, who is
past retirvement age and is widely
expected to go next spring or even
earlier.

Dr. Regov says the ambitious
genéral has learned his tactics
from the forer Russian Prasi-
dent, Mr. Boris Yeltsin, “in order
to get rid of (the then Soviet Presi-
dent, Mr. Mikhaill Gorbachev he

hated so much, Boris Veltsin went

as far as to dismante the Soviet
Union nine years ago,” the expert
said, “Today Gen. Kvashnin is
ready to liguidate the Jast remain-
ing vestige of the destroyed su-
perpower — Russia's stralegic
nuclear lorces — in order 1o get
rid of the Defence Minister he
hates and take up his office.”

Another possibie reason for
Gen. Kvashnin's attack is his de-
sire (o aveid being made the
scapegoas for the military's failure
e eantain Chechen rebels, who
continue o hrthet heavy losses on
Russian forces.

My Putin, who prefers prag-
marte solutions, is Hkely to steera
middie course in the dispute. He
is aware of the need ta improve
the funding of the atmy, but he
also realises the importance of the
country’s nuclear arsenal. How-
ever, the fact that the jong-brew-
ing feud has broken into the open
shows that Mr. Putin is vet to con-
solidate his hold on power.
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Putin in key visit
to Nort Korea

Moscow, June 9 (Reuters) Russ A
ian President Vladimir Putin will
make an unprecedented visit to
North Korea next month to try to
draw the reclusive Stalinist state
out of its shell and coax it toward
reconciliation with South Korea.

US officials, who see North
Korea as a “rogue” state and a key
reason for Washington’s plans for
a National Missile Defence, said
they hoped Putin would persuade
North Korea to halt its long-range
Weapons programme.

“The President of Russia has
received an invitation from the
leadership of North Korea to visit
thee country and the visit will take
place shortly,” foreign minister
Igor Ivanov told a press confer-
ence. No Soviet, let alone Russian,
leader has visited Pyongyang.

Putin was invited by North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong-il, who
holds a summit with South Kore-
a’s Kim Dae-jung next week as
part of a gradual opening to the
outside after decades of isolation-
ism.

“Tt will be much better if North
Korea feels secure and can bal-
ance its approach to the outside
world,” said one diplomatic
source. “Putin may well help to
draw North Korea out of its shell.”

Diplomatic sources said the
visit would probably take place on
July 19 or 20, sandwiched between

X

utin’s trips to Beijing and the
Japan summit of the Group of
Eight top industrialised natinns.
A vigit to Seoul is likelv later Lhis
year.

“Naturally, the talks will
touch above all on bilateral reia
tions,” said Ivanov. “Thev have
slackened over the last years. We
think that this period has to be
overcome,”

Ivanov visited Pyvongvang in
February to sign a post-Soviet
friendship deal which he said “1itt-
ed ties to a modern level ™.

He said many economic pro-
jects could be implemented. Rus-
sia shares a border with North
Korea in the far east. “It is in our
interests the Korean peninsula he
aregion of stabiiity, securily, for
it not to emanate any threat.” he

said, = alluding i) s
fears about the North's missite
plans.

Asked whether Putin would
try to persuade Kim to halt missile
work, Ivanov said: “(He) is paying
a visit to a friendly country and
has no intention to talk anvane
into anything.”

Diplomatic sources said the
EKremlin had not intended to an-
nounce the visit so spon. Buta se.
nior Russian diplomat. Georgy
Toloraya, let the cat nut of 1he bag
in an interview with ihe daily
newspaper Vremya Novostel.
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Chechnya under diréét Kremlin rule

Fred Weir
Moscow, June 9 i
T
RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putin has decreed direct Kremlin
rule in the rebellious province of
Chechnya, pending local elections
that may take place in two years.
"The President has taken upon
himself  full powers  over
Chechnya,” Sergei Ivanov, secre-
tary of the Kremlin's powerful
Security Council, said in an inter-
view with the daily Komsomolskaya
Pravda. He said the decree, under

W@AL\

which thé(‘ é‘h‘din will assume
direct control over the war-torn
region, is entjrely Constitutional.
A law will shottly be submitted to
the Duma, which will mandate
elections in two years.”

Analysts say the measure will
ensure close central conirol over
the ongoing counter-insurgency
campaign and efforts to restore
“constitutional order” and normai
life in the devastated republic.

But they warn that no swift solu-
rions are likely. "The population of
Chechnya is essentially hostile to

Russia after ten vears of war and
destruction there,” says Pavel
Felgenhauer, an independent
defence expert. “The reason the
President is taking Chechnya
under his personal direction is that
no other solutions are available. It
is impossible to form a government
made up of pro-Russian Chechens,
and elections are a pipe dream.”

More than 2,200 Russian troops
have been killed and 6,500 wound-
ed in almost 9 months of heavy
fighting since the latest campaign
in Chechnya's decade-old war.
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By Vladimir Radyuhin

Moscow, MAY 5. Moscow will
shortly impose direct rule in
Chechnya as a temporary imea-
sure to provide a transition perind
to limited
self-government. a top Kremlin
security official said on Friday.
“A presideniial decree and a
draft law on direct federal rule in
Chechnya is being prepared,’” Mr.
Sergei lvanov, secretary of Rus-
sia’s influential Security Council,
said in remarks broadcast by Rus-
sian television channels.
Chechnya has been under Mos-
cow’s direct military rule since
the Kremiin sent troops to crash
rebels in the breakaway republic
last October, but the legisiative
basis for this rule has been flimsy.

impose direct r

Russn s Constitution eansagL
the possibility of direct rule over a
territory in the form of a state of
emergency, but Parliament is yet
to approve a relevant constitu-
tional law.

Mr, Ivanov said the legislation
would be in place “before the end
of this month.” He ruled out elec-
tions for local government bodies
in Chechnya for the next two lo
three years.

“We have been saying for along
time that election of a leader in
Chechnya, whether it is a Presi-
dent or a local government lead-
er, is not on the agenda at™the
moment,” the security official
said. "“We need a certain transi-
tion period... 1t is still too sarly to
discuss the form of government

TH

Chechnya
Russia’s
for Chechn

il eventually bave.”
eputy Prime Minister
ba, Mr. Nikolai Kosh-
man, clarified today that ditect
federal rule fvould involve the for-
mation of tprritorial administra-
tions in Chechnya headed by
representatives of federal minis-
tries. They will recruit local staff
who will take over after the feder-
al rule has been lified after two-
three years,

Meanwhile, a top Russian mit-
itary commander in the region
predicted a flareup of rebei acriv-
ity in Chechnvya in the second haif
of May and June. Gen. Vladimir
Shamanov said with the appear-
ance of spring greenery federal
fForces were finding it hard to con-
trol roads, especially in the moun-
tainons part of Chechnya. In the

st tew weeks, rebels have am-

aNEU
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ule in Chechnya

r>d several Russian army con-
voys in Chechnya, killing and
wdunding dozens of soldiers.
Russian forces in Chechnya have
been put on high alert after re-
ports that rebels are planning
targe-scale avacks timed for the
55th anniversary of the Soviet Ar-
my’s defeat of Nazi Germany in
World War 11, which is marked on
May 4,

According 1o latest official fig-
ures, Moscow has lost 1,933
troops killed and 5,508 wounded
in its more than seven- month
campaign against Chechen sepa-
ratists, including 32 soldiers killed
in the past week. The army's ca-
sually rate in Chechnya is several

times higher than it wés during
Russia's 10-year waein Afghanis-
tan.



Putin vows to tighten

L grip on power

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, MAY 6. A day before he
will be formally sworn in as Rus-
sia’s second President, Mr. Vladi-
mir Putin, indicated that his top
priority after inauguration would
be to consolidate his hold on
power,

Mr. Putin said his first steps af-
ter taking office would be to
“build up a more rigid vertical of
power, improve the work of the
law-enforcement agencies and
streamline the presidential ad-
ministration.” The President-
elect was speaking at a modest
ceremony at the Central Election
Commission where he was pre-
sented with a document certify-
ing his election as President in the
March 26 poll. The official swear-
ing-in will be held on Sunday in
the Kremlin.

Mr. Putin has inherited im-
nmense powers vested in the presi-
dency by the 1993 constitution,
which was tailor-made to meet
the insatiable appetite for power
of his predecessor, Mr. Boris Yelt-
sin. The President names the
Prime Minister, who must then be
confirmed by the Lower House of
Parliament, has a decisive say in
appointing all other Ministers and
is empowered to dismiss the
Prime Minister and the Govern-
ment. He is entitled to issuing de-
crees which do not contradict the
constitution and can veto laws
approved by the Parliament, The
President can dissolve the Lower
tHouse it it refuses three times to
back his candidate for Prime Min-
ister or if it votes no-confidence in
the Governiment. Parliament has
little means of exerting real influ-
ence on the President,

However, Mr. Yeltsin has failed
to build an effective mechanism
to wield his vast powers, a major
flaw his successor is now deter-
mined to rectity.

Mr. Putin is expected to turn his
Kremlin administration and the
advisory Security Council into his

main strategy-mappitg an
sion-making bodies, relyfhg on
trusted cadres from Russiag secu-
rity and intelligence agencfes. An
cx-KGB officer himself, Mf. Putin
has already appointed several se-
curity officials to key posts in the
Kremlin and is likely to induct
more of his former colleagues.

An internal Kremlin memo
leaked to the press last week
called for boosting the powers of
Mr. Putin’s Kremlin administra-
tion and increase the role of the
secret services in controtling “the
puolitical and social processes in
the Russian Federation.”

“Russia is to become an even
more presidential republic,” the
document said. "“The Govern-
ment will be restricted to a mod-
est role: carrying out economic
tasks and not straying from the
political line.”

The top candidate for the post
of Prime Minister is Mr. Mikhail
Kasyanov, wha has been de facto
Cabinet chief after Mr. Putin, who
currently holds the post, took
over as Acting Prestdent following
the snap resignation of Mr. Yelt-
sin on December 31, 1999. Mr.
Kasyanov, a typical bureaucrat
with no political ambitions of his
own, perfectly fits into a power-
sharing arrangement suggested
by Kremlin strategists.

Mr. Putin's promise to streng-
then “the vertical of power”
means curbing the free-wheeling
regional barens to heel and re-
store the autherity of a strong
central government watered
down under Mr. Yeltsin. The Pres-
ident-elect has already moved to
amend the law to ensure that the
chief local prosecutor and the
heads of the police, tax and cus-
tom departments are appointed
by the federal government only
and be subordinate exclusively to
the centre. The Kremlin is also
drafting constitutional amend-
ments to allow the President ta
dismiss regional governors if they
violate the law,

-
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—_ NEW RUSSIAN PRESIDENT SWORN-#N7 MIKHAIL KASYANOV (S PM

%Putin vows to unite the nation

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, MAY 7. Mr. Vladimir Pu-
tin, who was sworn in as Russia’s
second post- Communist Presi-
dent on Sunday, vowed to unite
the nation, uphold democracy
and build a free, rich and strong
Russia.

Within hours of taking office,
Mr. Putin stepped down {rom his
other pos{ of Prime Minister, ac-
cepted the resignation of his Cab-
inet and appointed the First
Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Mik-
hail Kasyanov, as acting Premier.
Mr. Putin is also expected to ask
the Parliament (o approve Mr. Ka-

Ssyanov as Russia’s next Prime

Minister. A brief solemn inaugu-
ration ceremony was held in an
ornate throne hall of the Russian
Czars in the Grand Kremlin Pal-
ace, where Mr. Putin took a presi-
dential oath on a copy of the 1993
Russian Constitution as his pred-
ecessor, Mr. Boris Yeltsin, stood
by his side symbolising contin-
uing of power in Russia.

In a short inauguration speech,
Mr. Putin stressed that power was
changing hands in Russia for the
first ime in a democratic, legiti-
mate and peaceful process
through elections.

“We have proved that Russia is

becoming a truly democratic
modern state,” he said drawing a
line as it was under the epoch of
Mr. Yelisin, who had swept to
power in a coup by dismaniling
the Soviet Union and staged an-
other coup two years later, send-
ing tanks to shoot down a hostile
legislature.

In another departure from the
Russian political tradition of re-
writing history, Mr. Putin called
for respecting the past.

“We must know our history,
know it as it really is, draw lessons
from it and always remember
those who created the Russian
state, championed its dignity and

o - o mnmi =

made it a great, powerful and
mighty state,” he said. Mr. Putin
himself led the way for showing
respect for the country’s past
leaders, by inviting to his inaugu-
ration ceremony the former Sovi-
et President, Mr. Mikhail
Gorbachev, who was petsona non
grata af official functions during
Mr, Yeltsin's rule.

The late dictator, Joseph Stalin,
appears to be another Soviet lead-
er to be brought back from oblivi-
on.

For the first time, Stalin, whose
name was all but taboo after his
death, appeared on a just minted
Russian coin along with the for-
mer .S, President, Mr. Harry
Truman, and the former British
Prime Minister, Mr. Winston
Churchill, to commemorate the
55th anniversary of the Allied vic-
tory in World War II.

Stalin's name will also be un a
commemorative plague to be in-
stalled at the Kremlin wall this
week to honour Soviet military
commanders in World War 11

In a further sign of distancing
himself from Mr, Yeltsin's era, Mr.
Putin indicated he would stay
clear of the Kremlin-connected
oligarchs who used to wield great
political power in recent years.

“T can assure you that in my

work 1 will be guided only by the

interests ot the state,” Mr. Putin
stressed. vowing to heel deep di-
visions in Hussian soclety brought
about by Mr. Yeltsin's botched ec-
onomic reforms.

“} consider it my sacred duty to
unite the people of Russia behind
the clearly-defined tasks and aims
and to remember, every minute of
every day, that we are one nation
and we are one people,” Russi
new President said.



Putin sworn

REUTERS

MOSCOW, May 7. — Mr
Vladimir Putin was sworn in
as Russian President today in
a brief, solemn Kremlin cere-
mony in which he vowed to
unite the nation, repay peo-
ple’s trust and learn from
Russia’s history.

Senior Kremlin officials said
Mr Putin was likely to move
swiftly to nominate outgoing
first Deputy Prime Minister
and finance minister Mr
Mikhail Kasyanov as Prime
Minister soon after the cere-
mony.

“I can assure you that in
my actions I will be guided
only by state interests,” Mr
Putin said in a 10-minute
speech after he swore his
oath of office just eight
months after emerging from
the obscurity of leading
Russia's F8B domestic secu-
rity agency.

“Maybe [ will not avoid mis-
takes but what I promise,

 what I can really promise, is
that I will work openly and
honestly. I consider it my holy
duty to consolidate

“Russian society, and every
day and every hour to remem-
ber that we have one nation,
one state, one common future
together.”

He did not give details of his
economic or other plans,

More than 1,000 guests and
Mr Putin’s predecessor Mr
Boris Yeltsin looked on as the

in, Q‘yows to
nation

47-year-old former spy boss
placed his right nd on a
leather-bound copy of the con-
stitution and swore his oath of
office,

Mr Putin arrived at the
Kremlin in a presidential lim-
ousine flanked by motoreycle
outriders.

He then walked, alone and
with his trademark swagger-
ing gait, up a long stairway
and through red-carpeted,
gilded halls crowded with
applauding guests.

It was in sharp contrast to
Mr Yeltsin’s 1996 inaugura-
tion when the ageing leader
barely made it through the
€eremony.

Mr Yeltsin, in his brief
speach, spoke of his pride at
handing over power peacefully
for the first time in Russian
history. His speech was punc-
tuated by long pauses.

He said Mr Putin’s main
task way to justify the hopes
placed in him by the Russian
people.

The President will sign a let-
ter naming Mr Kagyanov and
send it to the state Duma.

The lower House must vote
on the President’s candidate
for the premiership within
seven days.

Mr Kasyanov, a technocrat
well known in western finan-
cial circles, has been the act-
ing Prime Minister since Mr
Putin took over from Mr
Yeltsin as acting President on
New Year’s eve.



“Robust economy vital
w*to peace; Putin

By Viadimir Radyuhin [ €

MOSCOW, MAY 9. Russia marked the
55th anniversary of victory in
ANorld War [ with a military pa-
rade in Moscow’s Red Sguare that
was remarkably devoid of Sovier-
era sabre-rattling.

For the first time, the parade
opened with a march-past by
5,000 war veterans, all in their 70's
and 80's, proudly bearing their
war decorations. In contrast to
military parades in Soviet days,
there were no tanks or missites on
display., and the Presideni, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, stressed the role

. of a robust civilian cconomy in

i safeguarding peacc.

© Peace means, above all, a
strong  economy and peoples’
well-being,” he said. “They are
the basis of the inner and ourward
strength of Russia, its defence ca-
pabifity and sceurity.”

Mr. Putin, who was sworn in

i just two days ago, watched the

. parade from a podium, flanked by
his predecessor, Mr, Boris Yeltin,
and the Defence Minister, Mar-
shal lgor Sergeyev. The former

. President, Mr. Mikhait Gorba-
chev, stood with other guests
away from the main rostrum.

In his speech, Mr. Putin made
no reference to the current war in
Chechnya, which lelped propel
him into the Kremling, but his
mention of terrorisin was clearly

&imud at Chechen rebels. “As
years go by, memories of the
Great Patriotic War will serve as a
warning to those who accept ter-
rorism and violence as their main
weapons,” he said.

Larlier in the morning, Mr. Pu-
tin unveiled a plaque with the
names ol all those who had re-
ceived the prestigious war time
Order of Victory. It became the
first memorabilia in decades to
fearure the name of the Soviet
dictator, Josef Stalin. The move is
seen as part of Mr. Putin's effurt
to reanite the nation split aver
Mr. Yeltsin's pro-marker reforms.

Russian  Communists, who
have written the name of Stalin
on their npposition banners, to-
day again carried his portraits as
they marched through the streets
of Moscow in an alternative dem-
onstration. The Communist fead-
er.  Mr. Gennady  Zyuganov,
refrained from openly criticising
Mr. Putin, but warned that Rus-
sian liberal economists were pre-
paring "a third Barbarossa ptan”
for the new Russian President, a
reference to the Nuazi leader, Adot
Hitler’s plan for a blitzkrieg war
on the Soviet Union, Mr. Zyuga-
nov said Hitler's pian had been
wrecked by the Red Army. but an-
other “Barbarossa plan” succeed-
ed in 1991, when Mr. Yeltsin
disinantled the Soviet Union and
ruined its economy.



Russia divided into
administrative units

MOSCOW, MAY 14, In what is seen as an atternpt
to consolidate his position, the Russian Presi-
dent, Mr. Vladimir Putin, has signed a decree
dividing the country into seven Federal Dis-
tricts, barely a week after he was sworn in.

The districts will be headed by Presidential
Representatives, who will help the President
in exercising bis constitutional powers and in
monitoring the implementation of his domes-
tic and foreign policies and Federal laws by the
regional authorities, according to the d
signed yesterday. s

The decree would facil{tate the

comes two days after Mr. Putin suspended
policies passed by the Ingush, Bashkirian and
Amur regional authorities, saying they contra-
dicted Federal laws.

But, according to figures cited by the pri-
vately-owned NTV, more than half of Russia’s
regions have local laws that contradict the
Federal structure. -— PTI




“Putin-local governors
showdown immin

Russia to be spht into 7 Kremlin-run regions

e
Fred Weir H l’t% }
Moscow, May 15

PRESIDENT VLADIMIR Puti
has issued a sweeping policy direc
tive to divide Russia info seven
Eremlin-run administrative
regions, which analysts say could
be a declaration of war against
local governors and elites.

"If Putin is serious about this
reform, it will require sweeping
amendments to the Constitution
.and major changes to the. power
structure in Russia,” sa,r Sergei
Tarasenko, an analyst with the
}fund for Realism in Politics, an
independent thinktank. "This puts
him on a collision course with all
local powers.”

Russia is currently divided into
843 repions and republics, each with
itss own elected legislature and gov-
ernot. In the 21 ethnic republics,
the governor often styles himself
"president” and in some cases has
mowved to curb the powers of the
local assemblies. Mr Putin'sdecree
will not touch the existing struc-
tures - at least for now -- but will
overlay seven super-regions, each
run by a Kremlin appointee.

Analysts say the plan will
ineyitably place Mr Putin into con-
flict with local leaders, who are not

expe:cted to give up their power

”~
S and prestige easily.

"This 15 a very risky strategy,” sz&
Mr Tarasenko. "Russia's bureau-
cracy can swallow up any half-
hearted change and make it mean-
ingless. Unfess Putin really takes
on local governors, and wrests
power from them, this reform wil
come 10 nothing very quickly.”

In Soviet times, the huge and
diverse territory of Russia was
strictly ruled from the Kremlin,
using the security services and the
20-million member Communist
Party to enforce Moscow's diktat.

But in the past decade a power
vacuum at the centre has given
local elites the opportunity to take
fuli control of their own regions. In
many regions. the governor rules
as a virtual satrap, making faws,
directing the economy and even
feeding -- and thus controlling --
the local military garrison.

Only one repubiic, the Cancasus
province of Chechnya, bas
attempted to secede from Russia.
But several others, including the
large  Moslemn  republics  of
Tatarstan and Bashkortistan, have
declared their "sovereigngy.”

The Kremlin estimates that 30
Russian regions have enacted leg-
islation that fundamentally contra-
dicts  the Constityfion of the
Russian Federati%
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/" PUTIN IN CHARGE
W@( An agenda for Russia £5-% }/

Putin should be easily able to get his ;‘mm nee
for Prime Minister, Mikhail Kasyanov, approved Hy a
largely sympathetic Duma. Putin is in a much stronger pbsi-
tion than Yeltsin to carry out his political projects. Yeltsin’s
sickness prevented the battle against the Communists from |
eing won earlier. The contrast presented by Putin is striking:
merdory that works and the ability to talk tough. He has an |
ymagk that appeals to Russians suffering from Yeltsin-fatigue,
spgcially since it goes with a senge of pragmatism. With a
esg hostile Duma, Putin will also be less torn in his choices
ween what Weslern creditors require of him and what his
can extract from the Duma. Putin also plans to strengthen
Moscow's central authority with greater fiseal and administra- |
tive power. Putin understands that after the recent anarchy,
Russia needs to know that someone ig in command.

Putin is also anxious to assert Russian might again. The |
new defence doctrine does away with no first-use and proposes
to use nuclear weapons in case of a massive conventional
attack. This is probably meant to assuage the sentiments of
the Russian top brass who felt that Russia was denied its
legitimate role in the Balkans. Putin is calibrating his
response to the West by collaborating with it in areas like the
test ban treaty and strategic arms control. There is self-inter-
est here too, since Moscow’s stockyile is outdated and expen-
sive to maintain. The real confrontation with the US is over
the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty which the latter wishes to
modify so that it can deploy a stratagic missile defence system
which Russia says would give the US a global strategic advan-
tage. Putin says he will go back <n Start II if this happens,
though he knows that the US car bleed Russia in a nuclear
arms race. He may be right in reckoning that this will disturb
global security configurations entugh to make the US think
twice. There is talk of multipolarity too which, in Russia’s
case, is about preserving zones of influence in eastern Europe,
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ECISIVE MOVES

Putin getting his act together?

swiftly after being sworn in as President,

Vliadimly Putin has signed a decree dividing the country
inte seven federal districts for administrative convenience,
with a special presidential envoy in charge of each. Putin's
decree suggests that considerable powers vested in the presi-
dency will be used to the limit; with his KGB background,
this is not surprising. A basic problem of the Russian state,
however, is its inability to mobilise enough taxes to ensure a
modicum of governance and social welfare; taxes are either
not paid or get swallowed up along the way. The division of
the Russian federation into 89 ethnic republics and regions is
obvicusly unwieldy, and regional governors and politicians
take full advantage of the opportunities offered during
Yeltsin's [aissez-fuire times, some of them even encouraging
breakaway efforts. Such a situation produced a yearning for a
firm hand at the centre, and Putin’s strong handling of
Chechnya has endeared him to Russians.

His subsequent moves, such as edicts nullifying regional
laws which coniradict federal law, or the establishment of new
federal districts, appear to be those of a man determined to
streamline governance and reestablish contrel over a state
machinery grown ineffectual. There may be several lessons
here for Indian politicians. The USSR’s adoption of economic
planning prompted [ndia to follow suit; the breakdown of
Soviet Communism led to the acceptance of liberalisation by
the Indian elite. The tendency in India over the past decade
has been to rake up divisive issues, whether over Mandal, the
Babari Masjid, or pulling down governments at the drop of a
hat over demands by regional safraps. As a result, governance
has taken a rap, corruption has skyrocketed, and separatist
mc;ve;?nts flourished. India needs firm governance, within

democfatic norms, like Russia; it is time to stop the drift.
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ILE OBSERVING the rise of
Mr.. Vladimir Putin, some ob-
servers expressed the fear that
the ex-KGB man would instal
a harsh nationalistic regime in Russia,
making the couniry a dangerous rival for
the West., Nationalistic and anti-Semitic
statements made by the elite and the bru-
tal war in Chechnya seemed to provide an
additional rationale for seeing Russia on
the threshold of such a transformation. Yet
the ideologies circulating in Russia couid
be guite deceptive in a way; they inform
not much about coming changes but
about the preservation of the status quo.

When elections were approaching, some
journalists expressed the feeling that Mr,
Putin was worried. Not over getting elect-
ed. The reason was different: he wanted to
be elected in the first round of polling and
naot get into a runoff with the other conten-
ders. Interestingly enough, he did not re-
gard the Comrunist leader, Mr. Gennady
Zyuganov, as his major rival, but Mr. Yav-
linsky, leader of the liberal and Western-
ariented “Yabloko” party. The television
station through which the poll campaign
was launched was controlled by the ty-
coon, Mr. Boris Berezovsky, The nature of
the campaign was instructive in the sense
that it seemed to provide good informa-
tion about the ideology of the new regime.
Mr. Yavlinsky and those who supported
him were not just accused of lacking patri-
otism (Mr. Yavlinsky was only one of the
country's leading politicians who opposed
the new war in Chechnya) but also of ca-
tering to foreign Jews.

In many ways this last campaign had
anti-Semitic implications. The nature of
the campaigh was interesting, for it indi-
cated strong nationlist impulses which ran
across the whole of Russian society includ-
ing the emerging middle classes. The pe-
culiar aspect of the anti-Semitic campaign
was that Mr. Berezovsky himself was jew-
ish. This showed the tactics of the nou-
veau-riche in the last vears of Mr. Boris
Yeltsin's regime.

The new elite had sensed deep changes
in the psychological climate. The image of
Western liberal capitalism had been tar-
nished. This displeasure with capitalism
was translated in the minds of Russians
not as a new love affair with socialism but
as nationalism. Even those Russians who

professed their dedication to socialism
had "nationalised” it.

It was proclaimed that socialism fitted
the national tradition. The strategy of the
new emerging elite in post-Soviet Russia
was simple: to preserve “privatised” prop-
erty and preserve power. As a mater of
fact, both of these elements were deeply
interconnected in post-Soviet society. The
strategy was an ideological mimicry where
metnbers of the Yeltsin elite started to ab-
sorb the slogans of the political opposition
{i.e. those who were called the representa-
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Semites, if this was needed to protéct{heir
property.

It seems that the post-Soviet elite
not just verbalise their discomfort with the
West and Russia's weakness vis-a-vis t
West, but were willing and able to act, Th
second Chechen war was launched with
brutal decisiveness and the Russian army
occupied most of Chechnya. 1t seems that
Mr, Putin’s Russia was to be a harsh na-
tionalistic state bound for a confrontation
with the West, But all the nationalistic slo-
gans were nothing bul mere words, The

It seems thar Mr. Putin’s Russia was to be a

harsh nationalistic state bound for a confrontation
with the West. Yet all the nationalistic slogans
were nothing but mere words.

N

tives of the “red to brown” movement). It
was a loose coalition of Communists and
nationalists.

The enemies of these groups of people
had asserted that this coalition was noth-
ing but the Russian variant of the German
Nagzi {i.e. National Socialists). This descrip-
tion of the “red to brown” had its valid
point for German Nazis had combined
rabid nationalism with socialism (i.e. the
desire for enlarging “living space” for the
Aryans with the doctrine of a controlled
econemy and state protection of the Ger-
mans from the vagaries of the market}. The
tactic of the Yeltsin elite was to divorce
“nationalism" from ‘'socialism’’. They im-
plied that the country’s greatness in con-
frontations with the West could be
achieved without any changes in property
rights.

As tfime progressed, and as recent trends
indicate, the present-day elite would “bot-
row” not just from comparatively moder-
ate Russian nationalists but from rabid
nationalists and fascistic types of politic-
ians such as Mr. Makashov and Mr. Bar-
kashov. This appeal to anti-Semitic
feelings certainly testified to the remarka-
ble ideological agility of Russian tycoons
{quite a few of whom are of Jewish back-
ground) in general and Mr. Berezovsky in
particular. Not only are they ready to be
great Russian nationalists but even anti-

S
Yeltsin elite succeeded in their combina-
tion of the nationalistic rhetoric “bor-
rowed” from their opponents with no
drastic changes and a continued compla-
cency in foreign policy.

Despite all his harsh thetoric, Mr. Putin
caved in to the U.S. demands to push Du-
ma (Parliament} to approve SALT-I1. In the
case of Chechnya, he also demonstrared a
willingness to compromise. Moscow's sig-
nal that it is ready to start negotiations
with some Chechen leaders was not only
the result of European pressure but also
because of the position of ordinary Rus-
sian citizens. It is true that quite a few of
them not only supported the war but even
entertained notions of extending Russia's
influence among other nations of the for-
mer USSR, Recent surveys revealed even
more interesting numbers. Quite a few of
the young thought that Russia’s borders
would be the same as the former USSR or
even Czarist Russia prior to the 1917 Reva-
[ution. Yet these grand nationalistic de-
signs do not corroborate with Russian
activns. The prestige of the armed forces
continues to be low and it was reported
that draft dodging is on the rise. The differ-
ence between the slogans and actions
could be seen in domestic policy as well.

While Mr. Putin was poised for the 1op
position in the state he implied that his
rule would end the lawlessness which

Russian nationalism

"By Dmitry Shlapentokh

\

characterised the post-Soviet era. His bru-
tal decisiveness in dealing with Chechnya
was broadly interpreted as an indicator of
his ability to discipline society and impose
order in the most holistic sense of the
word. "Oligarchies”, the financial tycoons,
were to be one of the first victims of his
wrath, demonstrating clearly that no one,
even those on (op, was beyond the law. But
no action has been taken against any of the
tycoons.

Mr. Putin understood well that Russia
cannot be a viable and strong military
power without a rise in economic perform-
ance. Yet, instead of mobilising the inter-
nial, resources of the state (activities which
uld antagonise most of the elite) he pro-
posed that Western investors bring money
to Russia. He stated that the reason for this
would be the fact that the situation in his
country had stabilised, with everything
having been repaired. This combination of
verbal aggressiveness and a reluctance to
act had in many ways reflected the attitude
of a majority of Russians. All of them want-
ed to have a rich and prosperous country.
Al of them dreamed of Russia becoming
powerful and being respected by the West.
Yet none of them wanted to contribute in
the building of this new, mighty and pos-
sibly dangerous Russia.

The elite preferred Western funding of
the Russian economy. The youth preferred
someone else to be in the army, especially
if the army engaged in a brutal guerilla war
with no end in sight. All of this implied that
the anti-Western, nationalistic sentiment,
especially anti-Americanisim  (which is
quite popular in Russia) is nothing but
bare talk. It is quite likely that this signals
not the rise of a nationalistic and possibly
fascistic Russia, but rather the preserva-
tion of the status quo. This is shown in the
recent Chechen war, which was designed
not to rise the country’s military standing,
but 1o insure Mr. Putin’s election.

The very fact that a really strong natinn-
alistic Tegime is rather unlikely in Russia
explains why Mr. Berezovsky and other
Jewish tycoons piayed with nationalistic
and everd anti-Semitic slogans. They un-
derstood that the real fascism which could
endanger their survival is miles away from
Ruissia.

(The writer is Associate Professor of History,
Indiana University, South Bend, (1.5.)
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v Butin Focus For Russian Self-Respect

IMIR Putin’s victory
in the Russian presiden-
tial elections has been

thorough and resounding. He
has won outright with 52 per
cent of the vote, in an election
with 68 per cent turn out,
where his closest rival, the

. Communist Gennadii Zyuga-

a
L

.. Petersburger and a
“law graduate who

[ Now 47, Putin is a St

nov received 28 per cent of the
poll. Assumptions of the past
three months have been proved
right. There has been no seri-
ous competition against Mr
Putin, aithough he became a
serious political figure only
after his nomination as Prime

Minister last 4ygust-by Boris
Yeltsin. Ay
The President-elect’s pa®t has

been seriously scrutinised by
journalists and intelligence

%By HARI VASUDEVAN

i}rkspective of international
opprobrium and Russia’s near-
expulsion from institutions of
the European community. He
took a strong line against
provincial autonomy, and made
determined attempts to estab-
lish the instruments to conirol
Russia’s powerful Governors.
Consequently, he has come to
stand for “order” and the estab-
lishment in a confused Iand
where neither the law nor the
Communist party are present
to hold a vast country together,
and his accession to the
Presidency has been easy
because of this.

Early indications of his future
snecess were available during

smen and the US secretary of
state concerning how democra-
tic the elections have been and
what Putin symbolises.
Although there has been skul-
duggery in Russian elections
before, it does not overwhelm-
ingly exceed the standard set
in the US, where money has
always spoken volumes in the
course of electoral campaigns.
By and large, since 1930,
democratic practice has been
healthy — with serious public
interest and a good deal of
transparency. In the current
campaign, it has always heen
clear that a2 Communist resur-
gence, which Washington has
dreaded, was a non-starter.
And it is self-evident that Mr
Putin symbolises continuity

men alike following
- his recent eminence.

‘joined the KGB in
1975. During 1984-
90, he lived in Dres-
den, and is said to
have been agsociated
with intelligence
work on computer
technology in the
West. He developed a
fine appreciation of
Germany and Ger-
man virtues at the
time becoming
tight-lipped, precise,
abstemious and hard-
working. After 1990,
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»— with the Yeltsin
regime (well-trust-
ed in Washington)
on many levels.
Clearly, though,
an obhsessive feel-
ing remains among
Euro-American
commentators that
Russia is an abnor-
mal country which
is only on the verge
of “normaley” and
“civilisation”. Such
a sentiment cou-
pled with trepida-
tion concerning the
federation’s eco-
nomic instability

power are sources

he threw in his lot
with Anatolii Sobchak (the for-
mer Democrat Mayor of St
Petersbhurg), emerging as a
prominent privatiser and vigor-
ous adminigirator (he became
first deputy mayor in 1994},

EASY ACCESSION

After Sobchak’s defeat in local
elections in 1996, Putin was
moved to Moscow by the head
of President Yeltsin's office
properties, Pavel Borodin, on
the advice of Anatolii Chubais,
the brain behind Russian pri-
vatization and a St Peters-
burger himself.

In the Yeltsin administration,
he ran the central department,
and dealt with the Kremlin's
relations with Rusgia’s Gover-
nors and republies. Thereafter,
in July 1998, he became head
of the Federal Serurity Ser-
vices (the latter day internal
KGB), and (in 1999 March),
President Yeltsin's security
advisor.

A close insider of the Yeltsin
“family”, Putin’s success in the
presidential polls has been the
result of his subtle manipula-
tion of such connections as well
as the links he has evolved
over a varied career., He has
consolidated his position dur-
ing his brief tenure as Prime
Minister, and acting President,
adroitly distancing himself
from his erstwhile friends,
whose current unpopularity is
well known. Within a menth of
his nomination as acting
President by Boris Yeltsin on
New Year's eve, he removed
Yeltsin’s daughter, Tatiana
D’iachenko, from her major
positions in the Kremlin.

He alse indicated his determi-
nation to deal with corruption
among the networks which had
been the foundations of
Yeltsin's presidency. Equally,
however, Putin proved himself
worthy of the trust of the
Yeltsin coterie by his decree
that Yeltsin himself would not
bg subject to any judicial
actions for measures he had
undertaken during his regime.
As acting President, he also fol-
:owed a “hands off” policy on
Yeltsin proteges.

Bignificant for Putin’s victory

. has heen hig appropriation of
" the position of *hoss” in public

life that Yeltsin created for
himself. Retiring in demean-
our, the acting President
pressed the war in Chechnya,

The author is Professor, De-
partment of History, Caleutta
University.

the parliamentary elections of
December. The pro-PM “Unity
Party” of emergencies’ minister
Shoigu made a strong showing,
winning over 25 per cent Duma
seats, making a substantial
anti-Communist bloe with the
Right Forces’ group (8 per cent)
and the Liberals (6 per cent).
This outweighed the OVR
(Primakov) combine (8 per
cent), the Cornmunists (25 per
cent) and the Zhirinovskii frae-
tion (7 per cent). Former PM
Primakov withdrew from the
presidential race thereafter
(affirming support for Putin): a
development which gealed
Putin’s eontrol over neo-Soviet
managers and politicians (sup-
porters of former PM Cherno-
myrdin} as well as the pro-
Yeltsin privatisation lobby (the
Right Forces’ group led by
Kireenko, Chubais and Gaid-
arj). The rest of Putin’s victery
has been shaped by media

moghuls Gusinskii  and
Berezovskii,
TRANSPARENCY

He has been able to acquire a
larger than life image 1n the
press and TV as a result of
such clout, and since the stag-
nant economy has had no seri-
ous mishaps recently, there
has been little tatnish on that
image.

Crucial to Putin’s standing
has been the sad state of the
Left, which was evident well
before the vote, The Commu-
nist candidate Gennadii Zyuga-
nov woh a greater percentage
of the vote than expected (28
per cent against a predicted 24
per cent}. But he répresents
the KPRF (Communist Party of
the Russian Federation) which
is seldom trusted in the indus-
trial belt, and which has come
to depend increasingly on the
unemployed and the farm col-
lectives. Offen labour dreads a
Zyuganovite victory for the eco-
nomic emergencies it might
portend while health facilities
are poar, state housing is dilap-
idated and wages are low and
irregular. The party itself has
been riven by quarrels that
have forced Zyuganov to disci-
plinary action. “Innovative”
Left leaders such as the Sociai
Democrat Boris Kagerlitskii
have campaigned for voters to
declare “against everyone” on
their ballots,

In the circumstances, the
obsessive coverage of the
Russian elections in the West
may is surprising: as is the
serigus discussions of Congres-

- f 1 I

of concern and de-
mand a cloge observation of
Russian political processes.

The concern has become infec-
ticus in a string of countries
from Latvia to the Balkans,
whose experience of Russia has
been chequered in the past,

ENRAGED CALL

Here, in the media, Russia’s
reputation for barbarism looms
large. Putin, like Yeltsin before
him, is portrayed as an auto-
crat and a Tsar whoe wields the
whip over an cbsequious peo-
ple. Consequently, east-central
European leaders look to the
European Community and
Nato for leadership. Nations
with no record better than
Russia’s for democracy and
“Communist tyranny” parade
themselves as spotless enclaves
of European civilisation and
quene up for entry into Europe
— as with the Ukraine and

‘Azerbaijan. A few parighs

(Belarus, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria)
keep Moscow’s company.

In Russia itself, such rhetoric
has led to doubt and self-criti-
cism, circumspection and un-
certainty., Within “the oli-
garchy” of business barons,
“red” managers, oil tycoons and
perestroika’s intelligentsia, the
mood lays the country open for
negotiation and advice from
Euro-American leaders — a

further opportunity to reshape |

the federation as they wish.
The election of “strong men”
such as Yeltsin or Putin is
often, for the man in the street,
an enraged call for his self-
respect in such adverse circum-

stances — through the eleva- !

tion of a figure who can show
national and internaticnal
muscle. Normally, however,
such demonstrations have
merely led to the ascendancy of
“heroes of our time”, who can
geldom clear the debris that
surrounds them and that
makes them. Putin's ability to
avoid such a fate is obviously
suspect. The election results,
however, indicate that the
expectations of him are consid-
erable — a phenomenon that
has made him suspect in
Western circles. Painfully
aware that “democracy” and
“liberalism” can have many
forms, and that “globalisation”
has been an unhappy experi-
ence for many, both Brussels
and Washington clearly fear
the emergence of Mascow as a
pivot in world affairs. Viadimir
Putin — aloef, uncommunica-
tive, sober and nationalist — is
a logical focus for their fears.

|
|
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" Life term for Sharif, others free

By Amit Baruah 1) I

KAR | APRIL 8. The ousted Pa-
kistaprPrime Minister, Mr. Nawaz,
Shartf, was convicted and sen-
tenced to a 25-year-long life sen-
tence on charges of hijacking and 5504 in the courtroom
terrorism by a special anti-terror- . ] .
" ist court judge, Mr. Rghma s Relying on the ewdence of the
sain Jaffri, today. thi - approver, Mr. Aminulfah Chaud-
In what came as a surprisondhe  DUTY, former civil aviation chief,
six other accused, including My, the judge held that Mr. Sharif
Sharifs brother, Mr. Shahbaz cODSPired with Mr. Chaudhury to
Sharif, were acquitted by Mr. Jaf- hijack ’the aircraft as defined in
friin the case which related to the ~ @1¢ Paklstar{ Pe!}ai Code. The
hijacking of P1A flight PK-805 car- udge, however, did not find that
rying the then Army Chief. Gen. the nti_ler accused were past of the
Pervez Musharraf, from Colombo ~ COTSpiracy to prevent Gen. Mush-
to Karachi on October 12, 1999, arraf’s plane from landing at Ka-

) . . . rachi airport.
No Justice in Pak. The judge said that after Mr.
Amid tight security arrange-  Sharit issued “illegal orders” to
ments, Mr. Sharif stood at therear  divert the plane, “control™ of the
of a makeshift courtroom and aircraft became “unlawful”. To
heard the verdict calmly. “It has meet the requirement that
been proved that there is no jus-  “threats” had been used to match
tice in Pakistan. I will leave it to

the description of “hijacking” as
God,” he told relatives soon after

laid down in the penal code, Mr.
the operative part of the judg-

Jaffri said the *‘threats” were in
ment was read out in open court.  the form of parking fire tenders
Sobbing softly in the court

on the tarmac and switching off
room as they waited for the judge  the runway lights. This, he held,
to arrive, the former Prime Minis-

), DIRECTED TO PAY FINE, COMPENSATION

Asma — wept uncontroltably as
Mr. Jaffri announced the sen-
tence. His wife, Begum Kulsoom
Nawaz, was composed through
the sitting. Slogans of “Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif”” were also

Supporters of Mr. Nawaz Sharif, deposed Prime Minister of Pakistan, raise
anti Government slogans outside the anti-terrorism court in Karachi on

ter's daughters — Maryam and

would have caused the plane to
crash had jt landed.

SHARIF TRIAL: A CHRONOLOGY

October 12, 1299: General Mushrraf stages

coup topples and arrests Nawaz Sham

October 135 Emergency declared
Constitution suspended and Musherat
is Chiet Executive.

November 10: Police complaint
against Sharif of criminal
conspiracy, hijacking, kidnapyring
arsd atiemp:ed murder

November 13-14: Broughi to
Karacm for trial.

: r\ouember 19 Produced beforea

epecm antl-terrorlst eourt and remanded

Novembnr 21- Ez Shanfs brother Shahbaz father Mohammad

© Sharif, son Hussain Nawaz and other family members arrested,

But women members released on humamtar

- November 29-30: Ameenutlah Chaudhary, former DG Clvil
© Aviation

harity, tums app;ovar released

: -.runuat’v

* March 10: SHar sto;: hwynr iqbaLHadh shot
! dead by masked gunmen

fdarch 11-12; Police regqster ireason case
' agamsl Sham s wufe Kulsoom Nawaz

Aprit 6. Shanf sentenced ta hfe othets freed
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Thursday after the verdict was pronounced.

The former Prime Minister was
found guilty on charges of hijack-
ing (Section 402-B) and Section 7
of the Anti-Terrorism Act {enact-
ed by Mr. Sharif himself) and sen-
teniced to life imprisatunent for 23
years each on both charges. The
sentences, however, will run con-
currently. All property owned by
Mr. Sharif has also been attached
by the court which has aiso fined
him Rs. 10 lakhs for both charges.
He has also been direcied to pay
Rs. 20 lakhs as compensation to
the 198 passengers on board flight
PK 805.

Engineered verdict,

says Kuisoom

Responding to the judgment,
Begum Kulscom Nawaz told re-
porters that the verdict was “engi-
neered”. The judge, in her view,
could not take the “pressure’ and
“take the risk of setiing my hus-
band free".

"My husband is innocent. We
will fight till the end. There is
nothing to worry about. We know
how to fight this bastle,.. . we are
not scared of the military regime.
We are scared only of Allah,” she
said.

Me. Sharif's daughter, Maryam,
alleged that the judge could just

— AP

‘He acted in the
heat of passion’

ISLAMABAD, APRL 6. Pakistan’s
depased Premier, Mr. Nawaz
Sharif, was sentenced only to

_life imprisonment for plane

" hifacking and terrorisin be-
cause¢ he had acted “in the
heat of passion” and the at-
tempt had failed, the judge,
Mr. Rehmat Hussain- jafri,
said.

Explaining why Mr. Sharif
was not given the death sen-
tence, he said, “the offence
was committed at the spur of
the moment and in the heat
of passion when the then
Prime Minister of Pakistan,
who was also the Defence
Minister, came to know that
his authority was eroded by !
smmy soldiers.” — DPA

ahout read the verdiet. "It was
written and presented to him.._he
kept getting stuck,” she said, add-
ing thar there was no demand for
compensation from any of the
passengers on bowrd  the PIA
tlight. i

india keeps its counsel: Page 13 .1

More reactions: Page 14



Taliban may allow Cglecﬁ/n
rebels to set up govt .-in-exile”

MOSCOW: Taliban, which has re
cognised the break away Chechen
republic of the Russian federation,
may allow the militant leaders to
set up a government-in-exile on the
territory controlled by them, said
senior member of general staff of
the Russian armed forces General
Leonid Ivashnov on Wednesday.

“Russia feels the threat emanat-
ing from the Taliban,” said Gen
Ivashov at a media briefing here.
“The defence ministers of Russia
and its allies are searching for ways
and means to counteract and lo-
calise the threat from
Afghanistan.”

He spoke of a real possibility of
the land-locked Afghan state being
turned into a “state organisation
providing shelter to the interna-
tional terrorist forces™ and a bridge
head of terrorist expansion in Rus-
sia and other regions fike China’s
Xinjiang province and Central
Asian republics.

Laying special emphasis on the
southern parts of the Common-
wealth of Independent States

(C18), he said “these are the least
protected zones of CIS.”

He spoke of Russia’s readiness to
cooperate with the Central Asian
regions in adopting measures to
prevent the threat to their territori-
al integrity. Stating that Uzbekistan
is the most powerful state in the
Central Asian region, he urged
them to rejoin the security alliance
of Russia and former Soviet re-
publics, from which it pulled out
earlier, He also offered training fa-
cifities for its servicemen in Russian
military academies,

Gen Ivashov expressed Russia’s
keen desire to see Uzbekistan join
hands with the ‘Shanghai-5’ group
consisting of Russia, China, Tajik-
istan, Kazhakhstan and Kyrghizis-
tan. He said that during the recent-
ly- held joint-military exercises,
“southern shield Commonwealth-
2000,” by Russia and some Central
Asian states, a joint action plan
was worked out that might be put
to practice if any of the Central
Asian state was attacked by
Afghanistan.
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MOSCOW, APRIL 13. After six months of a 3}0 [1
mititary campaign against Chechen militanys,
Moscow appears to be edging towards polili-
cal talks with rebel leaders to avoid the proa-
pect of a drawn-out guerilla conflict in th
North Caucasus.

Russia’s Foreign Minister, Mr. Igor 1vanov,
told the visiting President of the Organisation
for Security and Co-operartion in Europe, the
Austrian Foreign Minister, Mrs. Benita Ferre-
ro-Waldner, on Wednesday that Moscow was
engaged in a “direct dialogue with different
representarives of Chechen society” and was
not shutting the deor to political settlement in
Chechnya.

i the past, the Kremlin's ofi-repeated refer-
ences to political talks refated to contacts with
pro-Moscow Chechens living outside Chech-
nya. However, in recent days Moscow has sent
signals that it might be ready for talks with
some rebel leaders.

Last week the Speaker of the Russian Parlia-
ment's Upper Chamber, Mr. Yegor Strovev,
told reporters it was time to make pcace in
Chechnva,

“Lither we continue to fool our people

[about winning 4 war i Chechnval, or we get
down to the job offeaching agreement,” he

said. Mr. Strovevis an extremely cauatious poli-
tician whe would not risk faunching a preace
initiative against the will of the Kremlin.

A top Kremlin spokesperson said earlier this
weck that the government could conceivably
open peace lalks with the Chechen President,
Mr. Aslan Maskhadov, who in tarn distanced
himself from other rebel warlords.

Mr. Sergei Yastrzhembsky, the Kremlin's
main spokesman on Chechnya, said that “a
certain political process”™ is now possible be-
tween Moscow and Mr. Maskhadov, who has
been coordinating rehel resistance 1w Russian
forces in Chechnya.

“It is absolutely ohvious that the Russian
governmoent must maintain contacts with
Maskhadov, and they have been maintained
with certain of Maskhadov's representatives,”
Mr. ¥astrzhembsky was quoted as sayng by
Russian news agencies. "We have repeatedly
made Moscow s point of view known to Mask-
hadov, aiming to launch some kind of political
process.”

For his part Mr. Maskhadov, in intervicws to
foreign media this week, has repeatedly called
on the Kremlin to operi a dialogue “without
conditions.” [le alsg/hlamed the war in the
republic on warlopd Shamil Rasayev and his
ally Movladi Uddgov, who describes himself
as Chechnya'sAForeign Minister,

THE HINDU
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es towards talks on Chechnya _

“T'he beginning of the war was financed by
Russian financiai oligarchs, mainly [Kremlin
insider Boris] Bererovsky, On the Chechen
side, it was ‘provoked by! Udugov and Ba-
sayev,” Mr. Maskhadov told Deutsche Welle
radio on Monday,

Russian politicians have called an the Krem-
{in 10 heed Mr. Maskhadov's offer. The influ-
entinl Governor of Novgorod Region, Mr.
Mikhail Prusak, who is chainman of the Upper
House international affairs conmumittee, said
the government should “use any chance” to
begin peace talks.

“Of couarse. it is difficolt ro evaluate Mask-
hadov's statements, bur they should not be
dismissed immediately,” Mr. Prusak said.

With Russian troops in control of most of
Chechnva, Moscow will try 1o conduct talks
from positions of strength. Mr. Yastrzhembsky
said Moscow's preconditions for negotiation
would include the “complere disanmament”
ol all Chechen militants and “unconditional
punishment for leaders like Khattah, Basayev
and [Ruslan! Gelayev, responsible for murder-
ing thousands upon thausands of people.”

The Acting President, Mr. Putin, told the
OS5CE chief today that the OSCLE could opern its
mission in Chechnya. The mission played a
key role in mccliaILng the first Chechen war in

1986. P



Juma raps Russia’s suspension

DADAN UPADHYAY
MOSCOW, APRIL 13

THE State Duma, lower House o
Parliament, overwhelmingly passed a
resolution after a stormy debate on
Wednesday denouncing last week’s
vote by the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe (PACE) to sus-
pend Russia’s membership over al-
leged human rights abuses in the
breakaway republic of Chechnya.

The resolution catled the Parlia-
mentary Assembly's decision to sus-
pend the Russian parliamentary dele-
gation as “‘groundless and unjustified”
terming it an “unacceptable unilateral
diktat”,

It urged the Parliamentary Assem-
bly to rescind the decision. “The re-
sumption of Russia’s full cooperation
will be possible only after the discrimi-

natory decision was re-examined,” the

resolution emphasised.
The resolution came as a delegation
of the Organisation for Security and

Cooperation in Europe {OSCE) was

due in Moscow to urge Russia to soften
its stance over Chechnya.

The delegation will be led by Aus-
trian Foreign Minister Benita Ferrero-
Waldner, who will meet Russian Presi-
dent-elect Vladimir Putin on the issue.

Terrero-Waldner is expected to per-
suade Putin to declare a ceasefire and
open peace talks with Chechen Presi-
dent Aslan Maskhadov. .

Ahead of Putin’s visit to London
next Sunday, the Kremlin hinted yes-
terday that Russia might start political
taiks with Maskhadov, as the Chechen
President distanced himself from other
warlords.

In a telephone interview with
Deutsche Welle Radio on Monday,
Maskhadov blamed the war in Chech-
nya on field commander Shamil
Basayev and his ally Movladi Udugov.

Putin’s special envoy on the
Chechen military campaign, Sergei
Yastrzhembsky, told mediapersons in
Uzbekistan yesterday that “certain po-
litical process” was now possible be-
tween, Interfax news agency reported.

“Itis absolutely obwious that (Russ-
ian Govt) must maintain contacts (with
Maskhadov), and they have been main-
tained with certain of Maskhadov's
representatives”™ through North Osset-
ian President Alexander Dzasokhov
and Ingush President Ruslan Aushev,
Ttar-Tass quoted Yastrzhembsky as say-
ll'lg.

Earlier the Kremlin had charged
Maskhadov with insurgency and the
Prosecutor General’s Office issued a
warrant to arrest him.

Putin has so far not stated whether
Russia plans possible peace talks with
Maskhadov. Earlier, he had demanded
that Maskhadov should uncondition-
ally surrender before the law enforce-
ment authorities.

Russian media reported that Putin
had been offended by moves this week
to censure Russia at the Geneva-based
UNHRC, where the European Union
and the US have increased pressure on
Russia over Chechnya, calling on
Moscow to conduct an inquiry inyh'(
alleged mass killings.
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Duma rati

START-
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%eaty

288 votes to 131

By MARTIN NESIRKY QUJ“
Mascow, April 14: Ruqsiu‘:@
Hament ratified the START-I
nuckeur arms reduction reaty on
Friday -— seven vears after the
deal was struck and just two davs
before President-elect  Viadimir
Putin makes his debut trip 1o the
West.

The vote in the State Duma,
lower House, was 288 in favour
with 131 against and {our absten-
tions. The voting was in open ses-
ston but the debate in secvet, with
officials piping pop music into the
tobhy to stop journalists eaves-

dropping.
By ratifving the 1993 treaty as
Mr  Putin asked them. Dumna

deputies banded him o strategic
and symbolic prize for his visit to
London on Sunday, his first 1o the
West since he ok over from
Boris Yeltsin on December 31. Mr
Yeltsin tried and failed for six
years o push the treaty through the
ald Commumsi-ied Duma.

Mr Puatin unexpectedly showed
up in the Duma 1o atend ihe
debate. Almost all the deputies in
the 430-seat chamber were pre-
sent. He strode o the building
shadowed by a security detail that
including plain-clothes and navai
officers carrying commumications
equipment with his nuclear launch
cades. In a speech which officials
broadeast, Mr Putin urged deputiss
ta back the treaty and said Russia
wauld still have weapons enough
0 destroy any enemy “several
times over and guarantced.” "We

don't need an arms race,” he said.

Under START-II the United
States and Russia agree w cut the
number of nuciear warheads trom
6000 to no more than 3,500 on
eacii side by 2007, The US Senate
ratified the treaty in 1996.

The President-eiect will now be
able 10 fly 10 Britain with proof he
has stamped his authority on the
new Duma. efected in December
ard now broudty pro-Putin.

The symbalism of this will nof be
1os1 on British and other firms con-
winplating o safe rewarn to mvest-
ment in Russia, [t will also show
the International Monetary Fund
that Mr Putin can push through
reforas, and so potemially secure

new loans. 1t could also give a
hoost fo strmegic anms conlrol
tatks.

“The most obvious and probably
the biggest plus is that this offers
the chance 1o start talks on even
mare radical cuts i Russtan and
US nuclear arsenals,” suid the mil-
nary weekly newspaper Nezavisi-
meve Vavennove Oborzrenive,

Briefing depuaties on Thursday,
defence munister lgor Sergeyev
said Russia had Litde room {0
rmanoeuvre because of ecoponuic
probiems and should focus Lmited
Tunds on new wms such as Topol-
M land-bused misshes, g subma-
rine-based  version and 4 new
cruise missile Tor stritegic avia-
ton. “Many deputies have been
convinced we should not sperd
money from our meagre Budget on
arms eaten away by rust,” fiest
deputy Speaker said. {Rewtery)
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R. VIADIMIR PUTH\ S elec-

tion as President of the Rus-

sian  Federation w :

foregone  conclusion.
though there were eleven candidatesMn
the fray, Mr. Putin was easily the best
choice before the Russian people. Several
factors worked in his favour, The most
distinctive aspect about Mr. Putin, which
went down very well with the Russian
people, was that he represented the fu-
ture. Whereas his chief opponent, Mr.
Gennady Zyuganov of the Communist
Party, represented the past. Another key
factor was Mr. Putin’s ability to convey
successfully to the electorate an image of

toughness. V‘@
It was his vigorou8 condicha¥ the mil-

itary campaign in Chechnya as Russia’s
Prime Minister, despile international
concerns and pressure, that helped in
projecting an image of decisiveness. Be-

W

sides, Mr. Putin’s coherent articularion of

views often convinced the people that he
is a man of action and not unpredictable
like his predecessor. In addition his
yvoung age and robust bealth is an asset.
In fact, Mr. Putin presents a refreshing
contrast to the sick and ailing Mr. Boris
Yelisin.

What kind of a future is expected {fTom
Mr. Putin? Indeed Mr. Putin's agenda is a
formidable one, and the challeniges are
daunting. Nevertheless the topmost pri-
ority would have to be accorded to good
governance, reassertion of the rule of
law, to use Mr. Putin's phrase “dictator-
ship of law”. Tn the political sphere, Mr,
Putin's task would be 1o strengthen polit-
ical freedom within the parameters of the
laws of the land. This is absolutely essen-
tial for Mr. Putin; because of his long ca-
recr in the secret service (KGB) and the
common perception that he is a creature
of the oligarchs a slide into anthoritarian-
ism is apprehended. Besides, the Presi-
dent of Russia is imvested with awesome
powers by the Constitution. His biggest
challenge would be to prove 1o his de-
tractors both within and ouiside that de-

By Nirmala joshi

mocracy under his dispensation is not an
empty slogan. From the long term pert-
spective it would be Mr. Putin's lasting
contribution if he could lay the social ba-
sis for a liberal democracy to emerge in
Russia. An  equally challenging  task
would be to bring about uniformity in the
existing laws. Most of the Constitutions
and Charters of the regions are often at
variance wilh the laws of the federal cen-
tre. A sound federal system iz yet fo
emerge in Russia. This requires a well-
conceived policy based on democracy
and autonomy.

Mr. Putin's metile, however, will be

Putin, Finally, given the present ferment
in Russian sociely, it is essential o pro-
mole the “Russian idea”, especially
when the socicly is heterogencous, Mr
Putin's popularity received a shot in the
arm with the successful military cam-
paign in Chechnya, which wiped out the
national humiliation suflered in (the car-
lier campaign. In short, in the domestic
sphere the agenda of Mr. Putin 15 to
weave together the economic, political
and social base of the country into a sin-
gle whole.

In the ficld of foreign policy, Mr. Putin
has stated in his election campaign his

The agenda before Mr. Vladimir Putin is extremely
challenging... His determination and vision for the
country raise new hopes for Russia.

put to the test in his dealing with Chech-
nya. Bringing about a reconciliation of
hearts, convincing the thousands of refu-
gees ta return back 1o their homes and
finally to bring the alienated Chechens
inta the mainsiream is indeed a very dif-
ficult task,

Al the economic level, Mr, Putin's
agenda is an equally formidable one. He
has pledged his determination to contin-
ue the economic reform process. How
the reform process proceeds would de-
pend to a large extent on his ability to
controt the financial oligarchs. Many ob-
servers feel thar this is difficult, because
Me, Putin is a creature of these oligarchs.
A relaled 1ask would be 1o create an ap-
propriate climate for investment (o flow
into the country. This necessitates the
strengthening of the legal framework es-
pecially the banking facilities so as (o in-
spire investor confidence in Russia.
Besides, in the social sphere, reducing
unemployment, curbing the rising crime
rate and lessening social strains in socie-
ty by giving the people a better quality of
life would be other priority tasks for Mr.

intent to restore Russia’s past glory as o
great power. This commitinent il appears
has provided comfort o the wounded
Russian pride. Summit level meetings
would be more frequent; Mr. Yeltsin be-
cause of his ill-health was unable to pro-
vide the necessary drive Lo foreign policy.
A shift to active diplomacy would be part
of Mr. Putin’s agenda.

There is no doubt that My. Putin would
continue Russia’s orientation towards
ihe G-8 developed countries. Russian in-
terests ke in forging friendly and cooper-
ative relations with these countries.
Herein lies the challenge for Mr. Putin,
His task would be to ensure friendly ties
with the West and to convince it that its
interests alse lie with a (riendly and
cooperative Qussia, instead of expanding
NATO eastwards. He has 1o also resist
atternpys, by some forces, 1o marginalise
Russia. In this endeavour he would have
to stand up to the West where Russia’s
national inlerests are involved, and not
allow the violation of human rights to be
a ground for pressuring Russia, Mr. Putin
has already given ample indication that

THL LINEU

20 AP g

/A new President in the Kremlin

he will be able 0o balance the diverse
{orees vis-a-vis the West,

What seems certain, however, is rhat
Hussia policy in the (,otmnun\,vmllh of
Independent States (CI5) will be more
active. The chullenge iere is to dispel the
notion that Russia is the big brother. The
CiS needs rejuvenation and streamlining
of i1s working. Importantly, Mr. Puin
should try and pyomote better under-
standing among the members, [ alf like-
tihuod, the Asian compaeneant ol Russia
foreign policy will receive fucussed atien-
tion. In this regard, relations with China
have afready been placed on a sound
[ooting. and Russian-Chinese relations
are likely 1o scale new heights in the fu-
ture.

Similarly, Indo-Russian lies, which for
some time were adnift, are likely Lo Te-
ceive a powerlul push. The Moscow Dec-
laration of 1994 highlights the shared
gen-political interests ol the two coun-
tries and the challenges lacing them. The
space hetween Russia and India is an ar-
ca of vital importance to boath the coun-
tries, and developroents there have a
bearing on their securily interests. A stea-
tegic partnership agreement is lo be
signed by the twa counttries. The quick
congratutatory message sent by the
Primne Minister, M. Atal Behart Vajpayee,
to Mr. Putin reflects the Indian desire to
energise its relationship with Russio. Mr.
Yeltsin was unable to visit india due to
health problems. 1t is hoped that My, Pu-
tin will soon make a trip to India,

Indeed the agenda belore Mr. Putin is
extremely challenging, strewn with im-
ponderables. Given his long years of ser-
vice and training in the secret service, he
will have imbibed qualities ot discipline
and decisiveness. These qualities were
on display during the recent mililary
campaign in Chechinys, but they will now
have 10 De pul 1o good use in dealing with
other vital problems. His determination
and wvision lor the country raise new
hopes for Russia.

{The writer teaches i the School of
ternational Stiedies, INUL New Deli).
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Russian upper house

ratifies START-II tre

MOSCOW: Russian President-
elect Vladimir Putin secured a ma-
jor political victory on Wednesday
as START-II, the long-delayed
US.-Russian  treaty that would
halve the two countries’ nuclear
stockpiles and pave the way for fur-
ther cuts, was ratified by the upper
house with an overwhelming vote.

Russian upper house federation
council ratified the treaty, signed in
1993, with 112 to 15 votes, with sev-
en abstentions, rubber-stamping a
similar decision last Friday by
Russian state Duma, or the lower
house.

The ratification bill will now go
to President Putin for signing along
with the federal law reserving Rus-

| sia’s right to walking off START-1I
*{also passed at an “in camera’ sit-
ting of the federation council).

The ratification of the treaty by
state Duma came after a delay of
seven years. The Duma also passed
a federal law about the “ratification
of the treaty between the Russian
federation and the United States
on further cuts and limitations of

offensive arms” (;l .

START-II had been signed by
former presidents George Bush
and Boris Yeltsin in 1993 and envis-
ages reducing nuclear arsenals of
both countries by half to achieve a
figure of 3,000-3,500 warheads ecach
by 2007. A new treaty, START-III,
now under discussion, seeks to fur-
ther reduce the number of war-
heads to 1,500 to 2,500.

The Duma had blocked approval
of the treaty for seven years, with
the communist majority claiming it
would weaken Russia and give the
ULS. a huge strategic advantage. The
commursts lost their control of the
chamber in parliamentary elections
last December and the new Cen-
trist majority made approval of
START-1I one of its top priorities.

Among the main issues taken up
during a one-hour discussion be-
fore the treaty was passed included
compensation and welfare benefits
for nuclear workers who would lose
their jobs because of the tryty
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Duma rat|f|e§CTBT

l Putin signs new mlhtary doctrine to ‘f rst use’ N-arms

DADAN UPADHYA
MOSCOW, APRIL 22

e

LEPING upits recent of-

B fensive to upstage Wash-
ington ahead of arms

talks next week, Russia took two

key steps on Friday, radically in-

fluencing the strategic situation

in today’s world.

President-eiect  Vladimir
Putin signed Russia’s new mili-
tary doctrine, afier Russia’s all-
powerful Security Council ap-
proved it at its emergency
meeting in the Kremlin, even as
the State Duma, Lower House
of Parliament, started a debate
on the ratitication of the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT). "

As the House met for the cru-
cial decision on CTBT, the Com-
munists led by Zyuganov de-
manded the ratification item to
be removed from the agenda of
the proceedings. But the House
rejected it,

The House, which debated
the issue in a closed-door ses-
sion, passed the Ratification Bill
with 298 in favour, 74 against and
three abstentions.

Duma’s ratification of the
CTBT came as another feather

in the cap of Putin in as many

days after he persuaded the
Lower House toratify START 11
treaty last week, something for-
mer President Boris' Yeltsin

Viadamir Putin

failed to clinch. It also provided
additional handie to Putin as he
was dispatching his Foreign Min-
ister Igor Ivanav to Washington
at the weekend, for talks on
START Il treaty.

Commenting on the ratifica-
tion of the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty, Ivanov said, “We
consider it avery important step.
First of all, for the interest of
Russia’s security, but also for the
interest of warld stability. Be-

. cause the coming into force of

this treaty, will be a serious bar-
rier to the spread of nuclear
Weapons_”

Aswell as- the ratification of
‘and CTBT, the new-
ary doctrine could be a use-

Ammunition for Russia inne-

fotiations over the controversial

American plan for a new na-

tional missile defence system,

which Moscow strongly opposes,

Russian television stations said.

The new military doctrine re-
serves the right for Russia to a
“first use” of nuclear weapons in
any situation it deems critical to
its national security.

The doctrine, which reflects
Putin’s vision of reviving Russia
as a super power, has radically
revised Russia’s defence doc-
trine, accepted in 1997 under
Yeltsin, “while it doesn’t specifi-
cally name the United States or
NATO as Russia’s attempts at
gaining global monopoly, of
gaining a position in the world,”
said Alexey Arbatov, a famous
strategic analyst and prominent
member of the Russian Parlia-
ment.

In a video footage, Sergei
Ivanov, secretary of the Security
Council, dismissed the western
criticism that the doctrine was
“too confrontational”, saying the
new military doctrine was defen-
sive in character and was aimed
at deterring the possible aggres-
sion against Russia. “The text of
the military doctrine meets the
national interests of Russia, he
said.

MDIAN EXPRESY



Mr. Vladimir Putin is
demonstrating a
tough and pragmatic,
but also cautious,
approach to problems
Jacing Russia, says
VLADIMIR

RADYUHIN.

OUR WEEKS after his

election as Russia’s new

President, Mr. Vladimir

Putin, is yet to spell out
his programme of action for the
coming four vears in office, but
his first steps inspire guarded op-
timism. The President-elect is
demonstrating a tough and prag-
matic, but alse cautious approach
to problems facing the country. A
detailed econemic plan is still be-
ing worked owt by Mr. Putin’s
think-tank, Centre for Strategic
Research, but it is already clear
that without massive foreign in-
vestrnent and a restructuring of
its multi-billion dollar debts to
Western Governments Russia will

economy quickly enough

Without waiting for his formal
taking of office on May 7, Mr. Pu-
tin launched a high-profile diplo-
matic offensive in the West. He
played about the only trump card
Russia still has in relations with
Western nations - its nuclear
weapons. With active prodding
from the Kremlin, the Russian
Parliament last week ratified the
long-delayed START 11 nuclear
arms reduction pact with the
United States. The move served
the triple purpose of showing Mr.
Putin's commitment to disarma-
ment and better relations with the
West; demonstrating his ability to
control Parliament and end Mr.
Boris Yeltsin's era of confronta-
tion; and frecing up funds for de-
veloping new weapons.

Ratification of START 1 has
opened the way to U.5.-Russian
talks on deeper cuts in nuclear ar-
senals under a START I accord
and provided a good, launching
pad for Mr. Putin’s first trip to the
West last weekend, Seizing on the
British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Blair's ambition to emerge from
the US shadow and play a more
active role in Europe, Mr. Putin
travelled to London to forge a new
“strategic partnership’” with Bri-
tain and secure Mr. Blair's prom-
ise to mediate in Russia's
relations with the U.5., especially
in resolving their dispute over the
1972 Soviet- American Anti-Bal-
listic Missile (ABM)treary. Wash-
ington threatens to back out of
the treaty unless Moscow agrees

not be able 10 revive its shatterqd f

mark, set... will he go?

to amend it to allow the U.S. to
deploy a space-based anti-missile
defence, while Moscow warns the
move would wreck the existing
systemn of arms control.

Mr. Putin has shown he is going
to be a tough negotiator: if the
U).S. breaks the ABM pact, he said,
Russia would tear up START 11,
walk out of START I talks, and
scrap all conventional arms con-
trol agreements as well. At the
same time his security chief, Mr.
Sergei Ivanov, left the door open
for compromise, telling 1.5. Sen-
ators that Moscow and Washing-
ton could cooperate on
develuping a “non-strategic ABM
defence,” based on Russia's
$S-300 missiles and the U.S. Patri-
ot. The U.S, President, Mr. Bill
Clinton’s announced visit to Mos-
cow in June may be an indication
that the sides are moving to a deal
on ABM and START 111

Pressing its diplomatic offen-
sive Russia ratified the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treary (CTBT),
upstaging the U.S,, which is yet to
endorse the pact, at a UN. con-
ference on non-proliferation later
this week.

Mr. Putin’s first foreign policy
moves so far have heen fully in
line with his declared concept of
making Russian diplomacy serve
a very pragmatic goal of facilitat-

ing the economic revival at home.
Economic issues dominated Mr.
Puwiin's brief talks in Belarus and
Ukraine, which were included in
his first foreign trip. In a style very
different from Mr. Yeltsin’s osten-
tatious camaraderie, Mr. Putin
told Belarus’ President, Mr. Alex-
ander Lukashenko, that a union
treaty between the two nations
signed last year by Mr. Yeltsin
would very much remain on pa-
per as long as Belarus shied away
from reforming its Soviet-time
statist economy. In Kiev Mr. Putin
gave the Ukrainian leader, Mr. Le-
onid Kuchma, a month to ham-
mer out with the Russian
Government a plan to restructure
Ukraine’s $2-billion debt for Rus-
sian gas deliveries and to stop sy-
phoning off export gas from the
Russian pipeline to Europe.

If in foreign policy Mr. Putin
has made his debut, on the home
front he largely remains an un-
known quantity. How is he going
to get out of the quagmire of the
war in Chechnya, which helped
propel him to presidency, but has
now turned against him, draining
the country’s scarce resources
and antagonising the West
against Russia? What is he going
to do in the economy? Mr. Putin
has been so far sending mixed sig-
nals. He has vowed to pursue the
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military operation in Chechnya
till the destruction of all rebels,
which could mean killing all Che-
chen males, as guerilla resistance
shows nao sign of weakening. On
the other hand, the Kremlin
claims to be engaged in dialogue
with all forces in Chechnya td
achieve a political settlement. It
remains to be seen whether the
Kremlin is really swerving to-
wards peace talks or just attempt-
ing to pacify public opinion at
home and in the West.

Economic signals are equally
confusing. On the one hand, Mr.
Putin has appointed an ultra-lib-
eral, Mr. Andrei Illarionov, as his
economic adviser, vaising fears
that Russia may be in for another
round of radical reforms that have
nearly ruined the country’s econ-
omy. On the other hand, there are
rumours that the President-elect
is going to set up a new strategic
planning body, Consultative
Council for Political, Social and
Economic Issues, with the out-
spokerr. opponent of radicalism,
the former Prime Minister, Mr.
Yevgeny Primakov, at the head.

Some answers to these queries
can be expected after May 7,
when Mr. Putin is formally sworn
in as Russia's second President,
and proceeds to form his Govern-
ment.
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- Chechen ambush

Yy

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE

MOSCOW, April 24. — Moscow
conceded today that Chechen
fighters had staged another
bloody ambush of Russian
troops in Chechnya’s moun-
tains, but denied rebel ¢laims
that 80 soldiers had died,
putting the death toll at 15.

Military headquarters said 50
fighters led by Arab mercenar-
ies had swooped yesterday on a
federal armoured column near
the village of Serzhen-yurt, in
the south of the breakaway
republic.

Rusgsian defence minister, Mr
Igor Sergeyev, said 15 govern-
ment soldiers were killed,
updating the first official toll of
five dead and nine wounded,
cited by Interfax news agency.

The Chechens put the
Russian losses much higher,

claiming that 80 defence min-
istry troops had died in the
attack near the mouth of the
strategic Vedeno Gorge, which
snakes up from the plains to
Chechnya’s snowy mountain
peaks. )

The ambush marks the fifth
major Chechen counter-attack
in the past two months. The
last assault, on 29 March,
killed 43 Russian troops near
Zhani-Vedeno, southeast
Chechnya.

It also served as a warning to
the Kremlin that rebels intend
to fight a brutal guerrilla war
similar to one waged in 1994-
96 that left the republic with
de facto independence.

The Chechen rebels’ main
spokesman, Mr Movladi
Udugov, told AFP by telephone
vesterday that a four-hour bat-
tle erupted after a Russian col-

umn of 23 tanks and armoured
personnel  carriers was
ambushed at 3 p.m. yesterday.

Chechen fighter Abu-Valid,
who forms part of a group head-
ed by warlord Shamil Basayev,
led the attack, said Mr Udugov.
The Russian military said the
operation was also commanded
by Abu-Dzhafar, adding that
both were Arabs.

The Chechens claimed to have
destroyed 18 armoured vehi-
cles. No prisoners were taken
and there were no losses on the
Chechen side, Mr Udugov said.

But the Russian military said
the column had radiced for
artillery and air support which
helped beat back the ambush.
Only six vehicles were des-
troyed, ineluding a fue] truck,
according to Mr Sergeyev.

“Fifty fighters took part in the
attack, led by Arab mercenar-
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Russians killed in

ies,” military officials said,
cited by Interfax news agency.
“In the course of the batile,
elght bandits were killed, and
two taken prisoners.”

The Kremlin has frequently
asserted that its troops are in
the final phase of their task of
bringing the separatist repub-
lic to heel, launched on 1
October last year.

But the army has suffered a
series of bloody reverses in the
treacherous highlands, where
Maoscow says some 2,000 rebels
are hiding, and guerrillas are
also active in the Russian-con-
trolled lowlands, including the
capital, Grozny.

Despite the setbacks on the
battlefield, Russia continues to
resist Western pressure for a
political settlement to the con-
flict in the breakaway southern
republic.



~ RUSSIAN POLLS

ﬁﬁ"'nilyoters Wary 0f Politi

EPORTS on the parlia-
mentak"y crisis seem to
have ousted completely
analyse the \lessons of the
December elections. However,
there are mauy, disparate
lessons. There are some good
ones: people voted more rea-
sonably, they were puided
rather hy reason than by heart.
The new Duma make-up repre-
sents B0 per cent of the elec-
torate, who came to the polls,
and not 50 odd per cent as the
previous one. The level —=
of monopolisation of the i
legislature has fallen —
six bloes succeeded this
time as compared with
four bloes in 1995, and
none of them has a sta-
ble majority. It's a good | :
rather than bad sign, in
spite of the crises in the | .
BPuma. :
However, there are
some alarming tenden-
cies. The main thing
that was demonstrated |
again during the
December elections was
the growing discontent
of the population with
our “political class”.
Some 6,000 candidates
took part in the elec-
tions both an the par-
ties’ lists and in the
majority districts. It
wouldn’t seem that few for the
450 deputy seats. However, a
considerable part of the elec-
torate wasn’t satisfied with
them. 3.6 per cent voted
“against everybody” on the par-
ties’ lists, which is almost a 1
per cent increase on the 1995
figure.

ali the atten\its to seriously

MAJORITY

Those who voted “against
everybody” in single-mandate
districts on average totalled
11.1 per cent, which is very
serious. It means that among
3,000 single-mandate candi-
dates there weren’t that many
unconditionally recognised

| leaders. Less than 50 deputies
got more than 30 per cent of

! votes in the districts. The over-
whelming majority won by hav-
ing received 15-20 per cent of
votes, so we can't call such vie-
tories convincing.

We shouldn’t leave out the
possibility that the percentage
of those voting “against every-
body” at the presidential elec-
tions will grow still more, while
the percentage of those coming
to the polls will, on the con-
trary, go down. In this case, the
elite would find it quite diffi-

" cult to pass the test in its abili-
ty to come to power. It doesn’t
relate to any candidate in par-
ticular — one of them will cer-
tainly win. And what is more,
representatives of the elite are
sure that “there is such a man.
And everyone knews who he
is.” It is this confidence that
represents a certain danger: as
everyone is sure that this very
candidate will win, a consider-
able part of even disciplined
yoters might not come to the
olls.

8y DMITRY OLSHANSKY

And can a president, elected
by an obvious minority, be con-
sidered fully legitimate? If half
of the electorate comes to the
elections, even 51 per cent of
their votes will represent only
one-guarter of the total num-
ber of voters.

Much has been written about
Putin’s “popularity secret”. In
my opinion, the explanation is
not that difficuli. First of all,
behind this secret lies quite a

The author is Director, Centre
for Strategic Analysis and
Prognosis.

competent job that was execut-
ed as far back as last autumn
by PR experts, including some
well-known socieclogists with
their “presidential ratings”™.

** . While people have strong dis-

like for Yeltsin, now ex-presi-
dent, Putin is considered sub-

e consciously to be a liberator,
B Ile is younger, healthier, he
B speaks correctly and shows res-
? olution. In reality it was Putin

who did what inveterate oppo-
gitionists could do neither in

¢ 1993, nor later. Yeltsin out-

stayed them all. And then

j Putin appeared and Yeltsin

resigned. That’s why people’s

i fondness for the “savieur” is

Putin’s support. Especially if

| he stirs it up a little by dis-

missing some of Yeltsin's for-
mer stooges, holding a couple
of anti-corruption trials and
returning at least some of the
oligarchs’ money to Russia.
Another very important factor
is mystery, obscurity and the
incomprehensibility of Putin’s
personality. Sa far it has
remained the “tabula rasa” on
which everyone sees what he is
willing to see. According to the
results of sociological polls,
people’s expectations for
Putin’s actions range drastical-
ly: from his support of the
Right to his ideclogical alliance
with Communists, from accel-
erating market reforms to
tightening the state’s grip over
the economy, from further
democratisation to establishing
dictatorship in public life.

POPULARITY

People dont expect something
definite, concrete from Putin,
It's not true that his pepularity
rests on the Chechen war and
that he will lose it if something
“goes wrong” in that war. This
conflict has already been going
wrang for a long time.

But it has not affected Putin’s
rating. The majority don’t
believe that with Putin being
appeinted acting president
their own lives will change for
the hetter. But again this very
majority are going to vote for
him. While Putin’s figure
remaing obsclre, evervone will
like him. But most likely if
won't last for ever: people
quickly get tired of political
vagueness. Everything has its
limits.

cal Class

Although the presidential

election is a contest of individu-
als, Gennady Zyuganov has
been, is and will always be a
joint candidate, nominated by
the epoch, nostalgia, a group of
citizens or by the party. He
receives votes not because peo-
ple take a personal liking to
him, but because he is the
leader of the KPRF (the
Communist Party of the
Russian Federation). If he
could add an informal human
charisma to his ufficial status,
remarkable wit and censider-
able managerial abilities, he
would leave all his competitors
far behind. He would have
become president long ago, but
this is not his destiny.To
achieve success at the forth-
coming electioens, Zyuganayv,
first of all, has to overcome
himself and to believe that he
is able to become first.

In the front line there are reg-
ular participants in any
elections of the past
years: Vliadimir
Zhirinovsky and
Grigery Yavlinsky.
These are professional
politicians.  Alexei
1 Podberyozkin is also
1 joining this group, his
1 task, though, is more
modest: it’s net trying
to conselidate hig sup-
port o, bt to et same
v the futvre
! Parouwt gooup is that

s of potiticiens of the
1#*lower e~h:lon”, who
are willing to joun . -&
major league. Konstan-
tin Titov, governor of
the Samara region, is
the most striking exam-
ple among them. His
present task is guite
clear: to try and become
the Lebed of the year of 1996,
which means to soar to the
heights of fame, take third
place, receive 10-15 per cent of
votes and then give them to
one of the candidates, whe
made it to the second round, all
this in return for the post of
Premier at the least. At the
maximum his elaims would

depend on the situation.
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PRESTIGE

We can refer the governor of
the Kemercvo region Amarn
Tuleyev to the same group. His
task is 1o enhance the prestige
of his region and try and get
something for it under pretense
of rendering the Kremlin some
services,

The third group consists of
creative personalities, who
aspire after self-expression,
What kind of clections would
bethose without a director par-
ticipating in them? At the
dawn of democracy Mark
Zakharov played this part.
Then it went to Nikata
Mikhalkov. Now we have
Stanislav Guvorukhin main-
taining this tradition, His par-
ticipation is promising that at
least this clection campaign
won't be very dull and dreary.
It’s of no importance either to
Govorukhin or te us how many
votes hell finally get. It's move
important for him to speak of
the things that have been trou-
bling him and for us to hear jt.
Goavorukhin won't win, but hell
attempt Lo become a sort of
spiritual leader and national
conscience,

Bearing in mind the constant-
ly growing list of “initiative
groups” that are being regis-
tered and the developed tech-
niques for collecting signa-
tures, we can, quite naturally,
ask ourselves: is our elite capa-
ble of taking into account the
results of the Duma elections?
Is it capable of realising its
responsibility for the fortheom-
ing elections? We don’t expect
1t to ensure “fair and clean”
elections it should be
ensured by law. We think it’s
the elite’s responsibility that
the elections be held in
earnest. For this purpose we
should give our people an
opportunity te have a real
choice,

t



‘Russia on the way to
modernised Stalinism’

Fred Weir
Moscow, March 4

ACTING PRESIDENT Viadimix
Putin is Jeading Russia into a new
“modernised" form of Stalinism,
say a group of Soviet-era dissi-
dents.

"The great paradox of recent
Russian history is that, while the
West has applauded the democrat-
ic and market reforms of the vari-
ous Governments of former
President Boris Yeltsin, under the
cover ol and as a result of these
reforms a modernized form of
Stalinism has been re-established
in Russia," several hwman rights
activists charged last week in an
open Jetter to the Russian public,

The letter warns that freedom of
the press is waning, elections are
becoming a farce, and the war in
Chechnya is corrupting Russian
society.

Among the statement's authors is
Yelena Bonner, widow of Soviet
dissident  physicist  Andrei
Sakharov,

“Putin is moving toward dictator-
ship, and this can be seen in many
ways," says Andrei Piontkovsky, a
leading Russian political commen-
rator and one of the letter's signa-
tories.

"The oligarchic capitalism intro-
duced by Yeltsin is reaching its log-
ical political outcome, and that is
totalitarianism," he says.

"First the oligarchs robbed
Russia, and now they require polit-

A

ical power that will legitimise the
robbery”.
*, The critics say that Mr Putin is
inging in an authoritarian
regime under slogans about "con-
ting society” and "building a
state”. They paint to
episodes such as the six-week dis-
appearance of Radio Liberty jour-
nalist Andrei Babitsky, after being
detained by Russian security
police, to back the charge that
press freedoms are being curtailed.

"Almaost all the newspapers and
television companies are under the
control of oligarchs with ties to the
state authorities,” says the letter.
"This ensures a censor like guid-
ance of the mass media in the
interests of those authorities”.

Mr. Putin is the leading candi-
date in presidential elections shat-
ed for March 26. His only realistic
challenger, analysts say, s
Communist Party leader Gennady
Zyuganov, who trails far behind in
opinion polls.

Society is becoming increasingly
militarised, partly under the
impact of the Chechnya war, and
the security services are being
granted powers and prerogatives
they haven't seen since the USSR
collapsed, the letter says.

"The military budget is increas-
ing, special divisions of the FSB
{former KGB) are being re-estab-
lished in military units, military
education is being re-imposed in
schools, reserve officers are being
called up, " says the letter.
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Russians suffer heavy )
losses after Chechen w

rebels infiltrate %llage

ALKHAZUROVQO {Russia}):
Rebel fighters broke through Russ-
ian military lines and seized a vil-
lage in southern Chechinya in which
dozens of federal soldiers were

killed and w L)Lll‘ldcd\()tfludls said

on Monday. / i

After u half-vear of bombing and
shelling Chechnyva. Russia claims to
have occeupied most of the sepa-
ratist republic, including former
rebel strongholds around the Ar-
gun Gorge.

5 Russiun Lt Gen Viadimir Bul-

Russian Maj Gen Yuri Naumo¥_+ gakov said that the rebels still con-

said several dozen rebels managed
to enter the village of Komsomol-
“skye Sunday night and occupted it.
\Russian artillery pounded the vil-
lage incessantly on Mondav. trving
to oust the fighters.

An unidentified Russtan olficer
manning a checkpoint near Komso-
molskoye said up to 50 Russian
treops had been killed and others
wounded since Sunday in rebel at-

Ytacks, The Russian military has lost
scores of treops during the past
week despite Moscow's claim that
the rebels were defeated.

Russian casualties from the
weekend fighting were not men-
tioned in official reports, which only
said that that according 1o a federal
command about 40 wounded rebel
tighters had been captured and an-
other 30 surrendered their weapons
around Chechnva over the week-
end.

By mid-day on Monday. almost
atl the homes on the southern edge
of Komsomaolskove had been-de-
stroved and all the residents had
fled. Village residents pleaded with
the Russian military to stop the
shelling, while residents of @ ncarby
town set up patrels 1o dissuade
rebels from entering their settle-
ments,

trolled two smail pockets of tand in
the mountains but would be de-
stroyed “in a matter of davs,™ The
federals also claimed to have taken
a hilltop in the Shatoi region. some
60 km north of Chechnva’s border
with the Republic of Georgia.

Federal aviation kept up their
bombing raids. flving 60 attack sor-
ties on Sunday. the military com-
mand said. Federal casualties have
mounted sharply in the last f&w
days. with Russian commandcers
saying that 31 paratroopers were
killed tn an attack on Friday.

Meanwhile. a4 delegation from
the Orpanisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe postponed
a trip to Chechnya until Saturday. a
spokesman  with  the  body's
Moscow office said. The spokesman
said dangers inside Chechnya had
increased in recent days, making
the fact-finding trip originally set
for Monday impaossible.

Acting President Vladimir Putin
said he would not hold peace talks
with the rebels. He said in an inter-
view with the BRC aired on Sun-
day. that Russian victory is within
reach. It seems 1o me that organ-
ised opposition is practically impos-
sible from this moment on.” he
said. m
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RUSSIA / BLAIR DUBS MEET A\GODD OMEN’

Putin gets West’s
\
v . stamp of approval

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, MARCH 12. A one-day un-
official visit by Britain's Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, to Russia
on Saturday gave a final stamp of
the West's endorsement of Mr.
Vladimir Putin as Russia’s next
President, despite the continuing
brutal war in Chechnya.

Mr. Blair was the first Western
leader to have met Russia’s Acting
President, Mr. Putin, who is
tipped to win the March 26 presi-
dential elections in Russia. Mr.

Blair and his wife-eame o SePe——

tershurg at a private invitation of
the Putins for a weekend cultural
programme that included a tour
of Russia’s historical sights and a
night at the opera, but the Rus-
sian and British leaders also
squeezed in two rounds of inten-
sive talks that covered Chechnya,
Balkans and bilateral ties,

Afterwards, Mr, Blair described
the meeting as “a very good omen
for the future,” while Mr. Putin
sald the discussions helped him
better understand Western con-
cerns over Chechnya *'in order to
correct our own policy’” in the re-
gion.

Mr. Blair praised Mr. Putin as a
“highly intelligen!” leader “with a
focussed view of what he wants to
achieve in Russia” and siressed
the need for the West to maintain
working relations with Russia. For
his part, Mr. Purin, 47, played up
the things he said he had in com-
mon with Mr. Blair, 46, saving
they were “both law graduates
and of the same generation.”

Predictably, the two sides dis-
agreed on Chechnya, with Mr.
Blair urging Russia te use "'pro-
portionate”™ force against rebels
and investigate allegations of hu-
man rights violations in the re-
gion, and Mr. Putin refusing to
bow to Western pressure to halt
the five-month-long military op-
eration against “‘international ter-
rarism.”

The British leader acknowl-
edged that Russia was dealing
with a “‘terrorist insurrection’ in

The Acting Russian President, Mr. Viadimir Putin (left), and the

British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blait, on a tour of the Hermitage
in St. Petersburg on Saturday. — AP

Chechnva, while Mr. Putin voiced
willingness to cooperate on hu-
manitarian issues in Chechnya
with international bodies, includ-
ing the Red Cross, the Organisa-
tion for Security and Cooperation
in Europe, the Council of Europe,
and the United Nations.

Mr. Blair made it clear the West
would not let the war in Chechnya
stand in the way of its relations
with Moscow. “There is a great
desire to see Russia engaged with
the rest of the world,” he told a
news conference and called for
“an open and clear dialogue”
with Moscow.

Mr. Putin used the occasion to
urge all nations to peol their ef-
forts in combatting international
tertorism and said Russia could
learn from the refevant British ex-

THE HINDU
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perience in Northern [reland. He
also made an intriguing clainm
that American missiles, fired at a
suspected hideout of the Saudi
militant Osama bin Laden in Af-
ghanistan, “would have hit more
of the right places” if the U.S. had
consulted Russia on the issue.

Coming two weeks before Rus-
sia’s presidential elections, Mr.
Blair's visit is bound to boos! Mr,
Putin's chances for an outright
win in the first round of voting. A
Russian daily said Mr. Putin aiso
gave the West “a pertinent re-
minder of Russia’s past imperial

grandeur” by taking the British

leader on a tour of the Russian
Tsars’ palaces and a premiere of
Sergei Prokofiev's opera War and
Pegce hased upon Leo Tolstoy’s
epic.
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Russian forces plan to seal off
Chechnya’s southern moun-
tains and fight rebels there,
while trying to restore peaceful
life in the Russian-controlled
north, acting President, Mr
Vladimir Putin, said today.

Mr Putin’s comments carne as
foderal warplares and
artillerybombarded suspectad
rebel positions in the moun-
tains, where the main rebel
forces are now cencentrated,

Moscow is eager to demon-
strate that it is in control of the
situatien in Chechnya's north-
ern flatlands, and is able to
block rebels from coming down
into the plains to attack federal
posiiions.

“We will cut off Chechnya’s
mountainous part,” Mr Putin
told the Mayak radio station
today. “We will carry out mili-
tary and special operations
there, and will be finishing off
{the rebelg’.”

However, Russian attempts in
the past to seal off smaller
parts of Chechnya have been
unsuccessful, and during the

C

i

Weeks-long blockade of Grozny
this winter, rebels continued to
sneak past Russian lines in
and out of the city.

Russian airborne troops com-
mander. Col-Gen Georgy
Shpak, was not optimistic that
rebels could be stopped from
reaching the northern plains,
where hit-and-run attacks on
HRussizn troops have heen on
the rise.

“These clashes will continue
for 2 leng time and we are get-
ting ready for them,” he said,
according te an Interfax news
agency report today. “Groups of
15 to 20 rebels infiltrate vil-
lages in the plains from
Chechnya’s mountainous
areas. They easily blend in
with the peaceful residents,
making it difficult o identify
them. They are civilians by
day, and armed bandits by
night.”

The comments came a day
after rebels staged two attacks

cep in the Russlan-controlled
territory in Chechnya’s north,
the shelling of a bridge across
the Terek River end a grenade
attack on a Russian checkpoint
in the village of Naurskava.

TVE STATESHAR
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ussia wants to sedl off
rn Chechnya

Both areas had appeared to be

fully under Russian contrel -

since federal troops swept
acrozs the northern flatlands
at the start of their military
affensive last autumn.

Mr Puiin clalined today that
the main rebel forcez have been
destroyed, but that many “ani-
mals ... siill run around and
are capable of gathering into
packs”,

The Russian military elaimed
today to have killed a group of
rabels in the strategic Argun
Gorge, the Itar-Tass news
agency reported.

Russian artillery continued to
shell suspected rebel positions
near the town of Urus-Martan,
north of the mountains, and
the villages of Serzhen-Yurt,

Agishty, Dzhugury and
Komsomelskoye, Itar-Tass
reported.

The Russian military claimed
to have Komsomolskoye under
control on Wednesday after
more than a week of intense
fighting. Hewever today. feder-

al troops were still trying to |

carry out a sweep of the village
for remaining rebels, and were
meeting flerce resistance.




& Putin way in
PURLIIPN

Mr. Vladimir Putin's
superiority is so
overwhelming that he
decided not to use the free
air time allotted for his
campaign for the Russian
Presidency and declined to
take part in TV debates with
his 11 opponents. The only
problem for the Kremlin is
ensuring that enough voters
turn up, says
VLADIMIR RADYUHIN.

TH A week to go before

Russia's snap presidential

elections, the Acting President,

Mr. Vladimir Putin, appears set
to sweep the vote contested by 12
candidates. Opinion surveys show that
more than 70 per cent of Russians expect
him to be their next leader, and up to 60
per cent say they will vote for him on
March 26, compared to just over 20 per
cent for the nearest challenger. Mr. Putin’s
remarkable achievement is even more
astounding considering the precious little
he has said or done to justify his metearic
rise after Mr. Boris Yeltsin ancinted the
obscure head of the Federal Security
Service as his chosen successor seven
months ago.

The would-be president owes his
stunning popularity almost entirely 1¢ a
Kremlin-crafted flawless PR campaign that
kicked off with a military campaign against
Chechen rebels six months ago and
climaxed with the dramatic ahead-of-term
resignation of Mr. Yeltsin on December 31,
a move that brought forward presidential
elections by several months and cut the
ground from under the feet of other
contenders. The war in Chechnya, the
second in five years, turned Mr. Putin
virtually overnight inte Russia’s most
popular politician,

The State- controlled media portrayed
him as the man who stood up to crush
terrorism and banditry, protect national
dignity and territorial integrity and redeem
the humiliation of Russia’s defeat in the
first Chechen war. Young, energetic and
clean, Mr. Putin emerged as a welcome
change from the inept and rotten regime of
Mr. Yeltsin, He is seen as a man of action,
compared 10 whom his chief rival, the
Communist leader, Mr. Gennady Zyuganov,
is a man of words, who moreover belongs
to the Yeltsin era. By contrast, Mr. Putin
has managed not only to distance himself
from Mr. Yeltsin but to promaote himself as
his opposite.

Mr. Putin’s image has caught on despite
the lack of detail concerning his economic
programme, political views, or his previous
career in the KGB. When faced with a
straightforward question about his policies
after the presidential elections, Mr. Putin in
a recent interview said bluntly: T will not

Russia’s Acting Presiden

tell you.” It has been Mr. Putin's campaign
tactics to say little and speak vaguely in
nrder to appear all things to afl audiences.

“The right wing expects him to turn 1o
the right, the [eft wing wants him to return
to the era of social equality,” says Mr. Yuri
Levada, one of Russia's leading opinion
pollsters, “Patriots expect him to counter
‘Western tricks’, and liberals want him to
strengthen Russia’s refations with the
West.” But above all, people tend 10 sce
Mr. Putin as a strong feader whao will
restore order at home, and losl pridg on
the world stage. Mr. Putin's main cdmpaign
slogans about “consolidating snckiy’”,
“huilding a strong state”™, and i i
dictatorship of the law' appeal to Russian
vaters, exhausted and demuoralised after
years of chaos and decline.

Critics say that Mr. Putin is bringing in
an authoritarian regime — “a modernised
form of Sralinism”. But analysts said a vast
majority of Russians did not mind the stare
geting a little tough. Mr. Putin’s image of
an authoritarian leader, reinforced by his
KGR background, should help him attract
the votes of many Communist supporters.
“Putin wants to address the communist
electorate and he really can hope o take
the votes of at least 10-15 per cent of
Zyuganov's supporters in the coming
election,” says Mrs. Liliya Shevisova of the
Carnegie Endowment.

At the same time, she estimates that
around 70 per cent of the Russian liberal-
vriented audience in going to vote for Mr.
Putin, expecting him to pursue a pro-
mrarket policy. Many polisters sce Mr, Putin
heading for an outright win on March 26.
But should he fail to win the necessary 50
per cent of the votes in the first round, he

THE HINDU
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t, Mr. Vladimir Putin... exuing confidence ahead of the polls.

will face — and defeat — in the runoff Mr.
Zyuganoy, who is likely to capture up to 30
per cent of the votes on March 26.

The liberal economist, Mr. Grigory
Yavlinsky, is expected to come in third,
with 5 to @ per cent of the votes. Mr.
Putin’s superiority is so overwhelming that
he decided not 1o usc the free air time
allotted to his campaign and declined to
take part in relevision debates with his 11
opponents. Anafysts said Mr. Putin’s
decision was a wise move that put him
above the fray.

The only problem for the Kremlin is to
ensure that encugh voters — at least 50
t cent — come to the polls to make the
efections valid.
e all-too-predictable outcome of the
presidential race has raised serious fears
thal many vorers may choose [0 stay away.
If the turncut is low, the voting results will
be annulled and new elections will be
called within four months. To whet public
appetite for the elections. the Kremlin even
staged an elaborate show centred on
Russia's maverick politician, Mr. Viadimir
#hirinovsky, who had run in all previous
presidential races but never polled more
than a few percentage poinis.

The Central Election Commission (CEC)
barred Mr. Zhirinovsky from the current
race for failing to provide full details of his
family property. However, the Supreme
Court overruled the ban, ordering the CEC
to register Mr. Zhirinovky, but the CEC
appealed against the ruling and the final
decision is not expected until a few days
betore the polling date. The latest
prediction for the turnout gw'arch 26 is
argund 60 per cent.



Public opinion
backs Putin for ),

Russian Pre51 en

Moscow, March 23 ﬂ N, W D

CTING RUSSIAN

President Vladimir Putin

stands firm favourite to win
the March 26 Presidential elec-
tions, according to public opinion
surveys conducted during the last
few days.

Summing up the findings,
Novosti says that even if Mr Putin
fails to muster up the required 50
per cent votes forcing a second
round of voting on April 16, he is
poised to clinch a resounding 60 to
65 per cent votes in such a case.

The runner-up in the contest,
according to the surveys, is again
Communist  Party Chairman
Gennadi Zyuganov, who was the
main contender against Boris
Yeltsin in 1996 and had secured
the second place by obtaining
below 30 per cent votes.

Mr Putin is being backed by the
Unity Party that was formed by
many provincial governors and
local authorities to contest the
Duma elections in last December
to strengthen the hand of the
Acting President.

President Putin, who shot into
limelight from the shadows of life-
long service in the KGB and its
successor the Federal Security
Service, was appointed Premier in
last autumn and was unexpectedly
handed over the reins of the
Kremlin on December 31 last year.

He became a favourite with the
masses not only because of his
aggressive approach towards the
Islamic militants in Chechnya, but
also because of his promise to turn
Russia into a “dictatorship of law”,
thereby making clear that he was
going to consolidate Russia as a

stable state and a p erto b ereck-
oned with, This, admit his  friends
and admirers, had revived tlhe sag-
ging morale of the Russian [jeople.

In his campaigning, Mr Putin
used neither the electronic  media,
the print media or public mi zetings
for bolstering his image.. “My
actions and policy prongounce-
ments are my election mant festo,”
he says,

It is said of Putin that he: does
utter a single word out of ¢ ontext
and meticulously avoids shov ¥man-
ship. But he can take any risk ., even
putting at stake his life, the evi-
dence of which was provid.ed on
Monday.

Putin had occupied the co- pilot’s
seat in a two-scater supe:rsonic
Sukhoi-27 fighter jet and landed at
an airport near the Chechen. capi-
tal, Grozny. Regional new:s ser-
vices said the former KGB spy had
flown the plane himself for some
of the trip. .

In such an adventure, the
Russians saw a man who could
undertake any risk to salvagie his
country from the moorass,
observers said.

According to West Germany's
Institute  for  Eastern and
International Studies, “Vla dimir
Putin has set himself the task to
bring Russia within a relailively
short time closer to the We stern
industrialised countries and give
an impulse for a very high ra te of
economic growth in the count ry”,

The institute’s directorate felt
that Russia led by Putin was o:n the
right track and consistently innple-
menting economic reforms, a
Novosti  report, quoting the
German institute’s report, saicl.

(LINT)
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POST YELTSIN, WH

5~ Vladimir Putin, that's whasn

ACTING Russian President Viadimir Pu%ines by ‘con-
trast. Anybody with a reasonably lucid head, unslurxed
speech and the will to act forcefully would look good after
Boris Yeltsin. Most Russian commentators are not sur
whether Putin is deing great things for Russia, although the
Chechnya campaign did produce an cutburst of enthusiasm.
What is perhaps important in a demoralised country is the
impression of toughness that Putin conveys, more than the
actual substance of his achievements. The enthusiasm over
Chechnya may have waned, but the Russians saw a man
defending their pride in front of the world, especially the
Waest. Putin, in fact, has been trying to raise his country’s
international profile. Domestically, he talks about cracking
down on crime, corruption and terrorism, about a “dictator-
ship of the law”. This may make sense in a country where
institutions of state were in alarming regression during
Yeltsin's last years, but sceptics say he may not be able to do
much against fat cats with powerful connections in Kremlin,

The other reason why Putin has a crushing lead over other
presidential contenders, such as the communist Zyuganov and
the nationalist Zhirinovsky, is that there isn’t much of a
choice. Few Russians trust Zhirinovsky and few want to see
the communists back in the Kremlin. Putin is the only main-
gtream contender left in the race, Primakov and Luzhkov hav-
ing withdrawn from the race in favour of Putin, Nothing much
is known about what Putin plans to do with the economy,
except that he mentions the right to property. The West seems
to think that he can put Russia back on its feet. Clinton called
him “strong and effective” and said the US “could do business
with him”, Tony Blair gave him good marks too. Finally, Putin
is liked because nothing much is known about him, except
that he is a former KGB operative and proud of it. His entire
political thinking seems to be derived from the internal securi-
ty perspective he has inherited from his former agency, in
which some former Soviet dissidents, such as Sakharov's wife,
see a danger of authoritarianism. His lack of political creden-
tials gives him an advantage when people are tired of the
political class and not too sure whether ideology is what will
pull Russia out of the mess. Maybe they just want someone
who can keep things going without causing too much disrup-
tion.
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~Putin declared
{?b/ " winner ()

Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, MARCH 27. Russia's act-
ing President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
swept to victory in Sunday’s Pres-
idential elections, capturing over
a half of all votes cast, enough to
avoid going into a second round,

With over 95 per cent ol the
votes counted by Monday after-
noon, Mr, Putin .
was  declared |
winner with
52.6 per cent.
His main rival,
the Communist
leader, Mr.
Gennady Zvu-
ganov,  came
secand with
29.3 per cent, and the lberal lead-
er, Mr. Grigory Yavlinsky, was
third with 5.8 per cent. Eight other
candidates, including the maver-
ick nationalist leader, Mr. Vladi-
mir  Zhirinovsky, trailed far
behind.

Mr. Zyuganov was quick to
claim that the vote had been falsi-
fied. ""We, in reality, have some 40
per cent of the votes and any at-
tempt to make it 50 and more (for
Putin} will mean falsification,” he
said, as votes were still being
counted.

PM calls Putin

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 27. The Prime
Minister Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, today warmly felicitated
Mr. Vladimir Putin who has won
the elections for the presidency.

In the brief telephone coxver-
sation this evening, sources in the
Government said, Mr. Vajpave
and the Russian President-el
were bullish about the futur
Indo-Russian relations.

There is strong kppe hfre that
Mr. Putin, who has often ex-
pressed  positive  sentiments
about India, will help consolidate
the relations that went through
many ups and downs in the last
ten years, During the conversa-
tion, Mr. Putin reaffinned the im-
portance Russia attached - its
relations with India and promised
to finalise early the dates of his
planned visit t¢ India.
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Russia’s

President

TP

- stepped down on New Ye

BEUTSCHE PRESSE AGENTUR

MOSCOW, March 27. — The
Acting Russian President, Mr
Vladimir Putin, was elected
President on his own today in
a narrow victory, succeeding
Mr Boris Yeltsin, ;lection offi-
cials said, | , 2

Mr Putin, 47, the acti :
Russian chief since Mr Yeltdin

eve, won 52.3 per cent of
vote with 91.1 per cent of fhe
baliots counted, the Centtal
Election Commission said. To
win a four-year term in the
first round and avoid a run-off,
Mr Putin had to win more than
50 per cent of the vote among
the 11 candidates } which he
did.

The Communist, Mr Gennady
Zyuganov, finished second,
winning just under 30 per cent
of the votes, while the liberal

- Mr Grigory Yavlinsky of the

Yabloko party won 5.8 per cent
to finigh third.

Vajpayee congratulations:
The Prime Minister, Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee, today spoke
te Mr Putin over the hotline
and conveyed his warm felici-
tations and greetings over the
Russian leader's impressive
victory in the just-concluded
elections, adds PTL
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4;\xf{ A DECADE under the stewardship of the

rl—

|

mercurial but impulsive Mr. Boris Yeltsin, post-
Soviet Russia gels a President who, from the
little that is known of him, could not be more
different from the man he is succeeding. Four
vears ago, the basic choice before the Russian
electorate was described as one between the
apostate and the acolvte, between Mr. Yeltsin
who had given up communism after holding
high office during the Soviet period and Mr.
Gennady Zyuganov, the steadfast communist
who has remained with the party undeterred by
the collapse of the empire and the presumed
defeat of the communist ideology. In Sunday’s

l" election, this clear line was perhaps somewhat

blurred, with the persistent Mr. Zyuganov pit-
ted against a relatively unknown candidate, a
former secret service operative anointed as his
political heir by Mr. Yeltsin before his bomb-
shell resignation on new vear’s eve. The Presi-
dential election, third since the introduction of
democracy in Russia, thus turned out in the
main to be between an avowed communist and
a former apparatchik. The consequence of this
strange battle will be that the victory of Mr.
Vladimir Putin, the diminutive, self-effacing
former colonel of the dreaded spy agency of
Soviet vintage, the KGB, is bound to herald a
break with the last few years of drift under Mr,
Yeltsin.

When Mr. Putin appeared on the world
stage six months ago, first in the dummy post of
Prime Minister and then as Acting President,
little was known about him. There were as
many unanswered guestions about Mr. Putin’s
past as about the course he would follow if en-
trusted with power, In the three months he has
acted as Presidenl there was one acid test of the
quality of his leadership, provided by the re-
newed war in the breakaway republic of Chech-
nva, and he scored high marks. The unqualified

THE VICTORIOUS MR. PUTIN Wﬂ/

success of that military campaign was onc of
the key factors for his victory, with the pop-
ulation ready to reward him for his commit-
ment and determination once he set himseif
the goal. “If we don't stop the extremists, we
will have a second Yugoslavia, the Islamisation
of Russia.” he declared at the start of the mil-
Itary campaign and went on to erase the nation-
al humiliation suffered by the Russian armv in
two earlier wars against the separatists in the
region. The victory in Chechnya has propelled
him to the top at the Kremtin.

‘The vote is an appeal in desperatio
thie Russian people for a halt to the all-r
slide that the former superpower has seen sikce
the collapse of the Soviet Union. [t is a measure
of Russia's falling global influence that a na-
tional election for President has provoked little
notice outside the country and even less in-
terest. A lacklustre campaign in a counrry in the
midst of one of its worst socio-economic crises
and a veritable non-contest combined to
dampen interest. [t was nevertheless a crucial
election since the verdict will set the course that
Russia takes in the next decade and more. The
successive defeats of Mr. Zyuganov will come: as
a blow to the communists, the former ruling
class. But questions remain about the road that
Mr. Putin will take and the future political land-
scape of Russia. The last few months have wit-
nessed efforts by the US. and a Putin-led
Russia to reshape their relationship. Under Mr.
Yeltsin, Moscow’s foreign policy remained
Washington-centred, surrendering to the (J.5.
and accentuating the imbalances of the unipo-
lar world. Only in later years did Mr. Yeltsin see
the benefit of sustaining Russia's relations with
other countries. Neighbours like India with a
stake in the evolution of a multipolar world will
watch for signals from the Putin Presidency.
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L WREN:T)
ladimir Putin i3 Russia™¥ legitimate new ruler. He deri
his legitimacy partly from the Russian people. The othdr

part will perhaps interest a few people more; Mr Putin himself
has contributed to the fact that he comes as “The Great Sav-
iour™ of & nation which has lived its life, partly real and other-
wise surreal, surrounded by unkind cuts and melodramatic
twists. His rise to the top should therefore be equalty credited to
the myths and romances that abide about a redoubtable past:
even if it is in a state called Russia, which presently finds itself
in a situation of such acute disrepair as the contemporary reali-
ty announces. The mythology which has sustained the Great
Russian Dream through history still seems to hold the people
spellbound, and there shouid hardly be any surprise over that.
Russia wants to return to its old superpower days; it wants to be
acknowiedged us an international player in its own right. And
Mr Putin faces the insurmountable task of making the ordinary
Russian forget the setbacks of his recent past. As the new boss
at the Kremlin, and perhaps of the Kremlin too, Mr Putin has a
few significant pluses on his side; one, he is not as old and med-
ically unstable as his immediate predecessor-turned-mentor
Boris Yeltsin is. Two, Mr Putin being relatively younger and
with a more definite feel of how governments work, will per-
haps infuse the somnolent “system” he presides over with a
new sense of mission and approach. Mr Putin’s own agenda
seems somewhat grandiose. though. He is talking in terms of
rehabilitating the Russian state. but the manoer in which he
propases to go about it indicates a confused mindset veering
dangerously close to the horrors of over-centralisation. Too
much centralisgtion js its own worst enemy; from the last of the
Czars to their present day reflection that 1s him. a trifle exag-
gerated notion of self-importance has proved to be the nemesis
of most of Russia’s rufers over the last century. The Boelsheviks
promised collectivisation above all; in actual fact, all that the
people got were leaders and rulers who just wanted srate power.
Nathing more, nothing less. Critics of Viadimir Ilylich Leain
have post-facto accused Leminism of laying too much store by
capturing state power which in time degenerated into rigid, fos-
silised. burcaucratic controls. It is a moot point whether Mr
Putin aprees with this view. If he does not, he may have to
repent for his own mistakes of understanding, and the Russian
people will have another messiah who was not to rue about. Be
that as it may, Mr Putin could perhaps become less ambitious
and more realistic ahout the tasks that face im. There is the
national mood which has (0 be nursed back 1o normal without it
becoming dangerously romantic and fondly revivalist about the
Russian past. The Russian economy needs Mr Patin’s immedi-
ate attention, and he has to perhaps prune his defence expendi-
ture to an extent to put the society hack on its rails. Although
centrist notions have seldom survived the vicissitudes of histo-
v, Russia's long ordeal-by-transition perhaps suggests that
straightforward middle-of-the-road stuff to be his only sensible
ideatogical and policy option for the moment. If Mr Putin can
seize that momenl as it presents itself, he will have gone a fong
way indeed in helping Russia to redefine its role in a world that
has changed so radically. perhaps irreversibly: from good old
Cold War thaes. Mr Putin can become an inteilicent child of
destiny. He has vot the opporuniy w become one, and such
chances come hus onee tnany @iven lifetime. He Bas a choice:
Whether to go down as an obscure spy chiet-turned political
hoss or as sumerme whao had the necessary vision when it mat;
tered most, //
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Hope floats 1\1(? W

-
S0 THERE was to be Ho e(}\dﬁwn ver Moscow when acting
President Viadumir Putin exgectedly won a commanding victory
over his communist challenged, Gennady Zyuganov. Over 108 mil-
lion voters scattered across 11vtime zones of the world's biggest
country has once again proved that elections in Russia revolve
around personalities rather than the programmes of political par-
ties. Thus, most Russians obviously backed Mr Putin at the hus-
tings, thanks to his image as a tough leader who would be the best
bet for draining out Russia’s cup of woes, although he had cam-
paigned with an almosi non-existent political manifesto.

Very littde is known about his philosophical, political, and eco-
nomic orientation, save for the fact that he prefers a state-tun
economy based on traditional Russian values. Not for him, it
would seem, Western style liberalism, nor Soviet Socialism. If his
credentials as a former Soviet spy and the ruthless manner in
which he conducted the military campaign against Chechen rebels
has endeared him to Russian nationalists, his enthusiasm for post-
Soviet market reforms has gone down well with the liberals. Little
wonder ihen that the electorate substituted him as the country's
nadezhda na zavere (“hope for tomorrow™) in place of Mr
Zyuganov. This, of course, doesn’t detract attention from the lat-
ter’s irapressive electaral scorecard which has recorded a remark-
able gain in percentage points over his poll performance against
former President Boris Yeltsin in 1996. Winning the elections
must have been the leasi of Mr Putin’s worries as the politically
untested KGB colonel consolidates his position and tries to
replace frowns with smiles on Russian faces, which s easier said
than done, considering the dismal political and economic situation
Russia finds iself in.

Most Russian citizens live in the proletarian provinces which are
divided into economic ¢astes — ranging from the millions of strug-
gling workers and the emerging enirepreneurs, to the big business
tycoons who hold sway in the rich towns. After the somnambulism
induced by 70 years of strong-arm Soviet rule, Russians have been
shaken awake to a form of market economy which has created a
handfu) of super-wealthy while leaving the majority behind 10
struggle in abject poverty. So it is hardly surprising that no one in
the remote Russian regions — be it Karelia woodcutiers on the
Finnish border or Viadivostok traders on the Pacific coast — have
enjoyed the benefits promised by the new found democracy and
market economy. None of these socto-economic probiems is sus-
ceptible to bumper sticker solutions and the sooner Mr Putin
acknowledges this, the better it will be for a country that has been
adrift for so long.
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/" CHECHNYA WARY

s Casualties mount on both sides "\ ")/

ussians were making heavy weather of their advance into
Grozny and fudging casualty figures in order not to fright-

en mothers and widows back home and keep Putin’s pregidelp-
tial constituency satisfied. One-third of Grozny is said to b
under Russian control and they appear to he advancing on the
remaining two-thirds, if only as a rubblestack. The Chechen
rebels are using underground sewer pipes to isolate Russian
units and have killed at least cne General, besides inflicling
heavy casualties. But it doesn’t seem, given the steady exodus
of the civilian population and the siege they are placed under,
that they can remain in Grozny for long. The Chechens have
taken heavy casualties too, as several prominent commanders
have been reported to have been killed or badly wounded
when fleeing rebels walked into a minefield. Many have
already made their way into the mouniains from where, very
likely, guerrilla warfare will be launched. Putin seems 1o have
some kind of a deadline for this operation, March probably.
when presidential elections are due. This means that the
assault will be intensified to guarantee the result.

A group of European parliamentarians are prowling around

in the locality to see if the Russians are behaving them-
selves, The media has reported widespread venality, comman-
ders taking the heat off in exchange for money and goods,
troops indulging in loot, but, apart from the usual distress
caused by bombardment, no systematic cutrages seem to have
occurred. So, the Council for Europe has decided not to impose
sanctions on Russia but asks itself seriously whether to act
and will want to know in three months time whether “any
progress has been made towards ending the conflict”, which
all sounds nice and vague. Nobody wants to put too much
pressuve on Russia over this, especially now thal the Taliban
has gone and recognised the rebel regime and there iz evi-
dence that the rebels are being funded and supplied by the
likes of bin Laden, but there is still the husiness of separating
the fighting from the humanitarian morass into which the
Chechen population has sunk. The right thing to de is te send
envoys snd make concerned noises. Grozny may be taken, but
that will not bring the war to an end. The Russians will have
to next ask themselves how to rehabilitale and proteci the
refugees in Ingushetia, rebuild the capital, while trying to con-
tain the rebels in their mountain stronghelds in the south
from where they can continue to harass Grozny.
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Grozny, Feb. 7: Russians ratsed their flag over
Groziny on sunday s acting President Viadimir
Putin declared that the operalion o hberate the
destroyed Chechen capital was over,

Depleted Chechen forees were meanwhtle
fierce bombing to manntain
control of a corridor Teading [rom the west of

struggling under

the city to moeuntain stronghoids.

“The Itheralion operation iin Grozny ) is fin-
Putin smd on elevision.
pecket of resistance in Grosny. the Zavodskoyi
district. has been cleared. The Ruossian flag has
been raised on one of the administrative build-
Russian hombing of Grozny from the air.
which hegan on September 23, ended on Sun-

ished,” Mr

ings.”

Gudermes i1s
named as
new first city

Moscow, Feb. 7: The Ruossian
authorities have named the town
of Gudermes in castern Chechnya
as the rehel provinee's new first
city. pending the rebuilding of the
capital Grozny which was ruined
in the recent fighting, a Moscow
official wus quoted Monday as
saving.

“First we have to examine the
extent of the damage (in Grogny),
after which we wiil be able w tatk
about the future of the Chechen
capital.”  the  lar-Tass  news
ageney quuted Moscow represen-
tatne  in - Chechnya  Nikolai
Kochiman as saying.

“There 1s no greai problem it the
main town s temporarily Guder-
mes,” he swd.

Gudermnes. Chechnya’s second
Jargest town. 1s 30 km cust of
Groazny.

Mr Kochman sind that Moscow
had not yet released the funds nee-
essary o restore Grovny.

Last month he said thar $420
millien woukl be need o restored
the “liherated ™ arcas of Chechnyva,
cxcluding Grosny. Russia’s acting
President Viadimir Putin, an Sun-
day annouanced the olficial end of
the operanion o “Wherate”™ Grozny,
Russian torees began to bombard
Grozny on September 23,

Meanwlhile,  Chechen  leader
Aslan Muskhadov vowed to retake
Grozny [rom Russian forces, in an
interview published on Monday in
the Buarcciona daily La Van-
gaeprcdian For the thine heing, we
huave given up the city, We wil]
take 1t hack at a later dute” Gen,
Maskhadon said. adding that euer-
rilla wiarfare was the next step
(AFD)

day. RTR le 1&; hir reported.

Russian she
around the vil
Yuri. Shoami-Y
Martan. between
capital ol the bres
respondent veporied.

\\‘i‘s

ages of Alkhan-Kala.

capital that began mid-January
The last

2.000 of their fighters

1.500 Chechens were killed

ing was largeting the region
Zakan-
. Katn-Yurt and Achkoi-
0 and 30 km southwest of the
kaway republic. an AFP cur-

Chechen rebels were driven out of the capital
last week after several months of aerial bom-
hardment and a massive ground attack on the

Rebel sources smd en Sunday that mere than
had evacuated Grozny in

a pull-back Lo refuges in the sputhern moun-
tains, adding that the Russian strikes had killed
80 Chechen Mighters, Russian sources claim that
i the Grozny

e

flag over Grozny

region in recent days.

More than 2.000 Chechens broke through
Russian linos near Katvy loust southeosy of
Grozny. on Saturdar. according o o Chechen
commander who identificd himsell as Aslam-
bek.

Russian militory cotnmaneders proclaimed vic-
tory in the capitai on Tharsday, while defence
minister Toor Sergeves seported that o hril-
liant™ Russian pios of wapping and killing
rehels (leeiny the ity Bad cost the tives of 1300
Chechen rebels. He said the rehels Telt on aroad
that appeared o lead o Jreedom, but wiiich n
fact ended in o minetickl where they also came
vnder artillery win! muchine-gun fire. Fighting
has since caneentoated an the regton around the
villages south-wost of Grozny, (AL

TarDG A CLOSE LOOK: Russian officers look at a map during cleaning-up operations in Grozny on Sal-
urday. Senior Russian military officers declured Grozny “totally liberated.™ (A F P

‘Radio Free Europe reporter 1s alive’

Moscow, Feb. 7: A Radio Free Europe conrespondent
handed over to Chechen rebels in exchange for two
Russtan soldiers is ahive, but his whereahouts are
unknown. the head of Russia’s secret servives said on
Mouday,

“Andres Babitshy is alive. but | do not «nn\\ where
he is. Yau sheuid ask semeone else ahoui that.” Niko-
lar Patrushev, the head of Russia’s Federal .%u.umy
Service, was gquoted as saying by nterfax

Babitsky, first arvested by Russian foreos in Grozny

for fuiling w ety proper dentification. was reported-
by handed to Chechen rebels in exchange [or two gov-
arnment officers.
a US-bused ageney, and Washington of ficials
biterly protested the move. RIFE™s munaeenent in
Muoscow has expressed fears that Babwsky has been
kilied.
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Clinon adnunisirato
on the natier.

“We have no infornuitoen o substentiage s wnere-
'mlcd |m

Journalists should e

The reporter has Taiod o contast his agency in
Mascow since his arrest,

Meanwhite, the White House has lodged a protest
with Russia over its sreannes of yournalist Andre
Babitsky, a senior aide 1o Prosident Blll (Jmlc\n said,
adding Moscow s actiins wore wrong,

Mr Padesta. the Whize House chiel of st sand the
wis ciable 1o shed any heht

abouts and his condinion w this poant”
White House chiel of <t tihdansty

AR AR RIS RN )
1o cover their actions  noer thore fin Cher
N Podesta, "W Bave sede onir views }\ma-\n 10 r.h;.
Russian government. W pressed thiem o this
issue.” he added, (AR




Russia says it starts

final phase in "

1,})

Chechen campa on

KHANKALA (Russia): Russian
military officials on Wednesday
said they had started the last phase
of their battle to control the break-
away region of Chechnya and one
general confirmed twa regiments
would soon be withdrawn.

Russian troops have turned their
attention to fighting rebels in
Chechnya's southern mountains
where thousands fled after Moscow
seized the rebel region’s razed capi-
tal Grozny. Russia launched its cam-
paign in Chechnya four months ago.

Itar-Tass news agency quoted the
military at Russia’s headquarters in
the region as saying they had “start-
ed the concluding phase in the op-
eration to defeat the bandit groups
in the mountainous parts of Chech-
nya”. “We know where the bandit
groups are congregating. First and
foremost they will be destroyed
there,” Tass quoted General Viktor
Kazantsev, onc of Russia’s top
commanders in the region, as say-
ing in Khankala, just outside
Grozny.

“The fate of the bandits has al-
ready been decided,” he said,
adding Russian forces controlled
territory in the south from Shatili,a
village across the border in Geor-
gia, to Ttum Kale.

But the rebel internet web site
Kavkaz.Org said fighting contin-
ued close to Trum Kale after Russ-
and: aratroops were dropped onto

Flghtﬂm we L';he‘.lﬁ’.l'lt there.

a storming by Russian 16 Dg:‘l)l:gt &C‘:

mouth of the Argun Gorge. ope of

two main routes into the mouns,
tains, it said. 5

It said the battles, which had:
raged for three days, died dowa;
while Russian planes bombed vil-:
lages surrounding the gorge, which
is littered with the hulks of tanks
destroyed during Russia’s defeat in
the 1994-96 Chechen war. )

Gencral Gennady Troshev, a top
commander, said late on Tuesday
that some troops would be with-
drawn from Chechnya.

“In the coming days two regi-.
ments...Will be taken out of Chech-
nya,” he told NTV commercial
television. It was not clear how
many men would be involved.

Russian troops continued an op-.
eration to kill or capture thosc.
rebels who remained in Grozny,
which was seized over the weekend
and has been reduced to rubble al-
ter weeks of fighting.

The official Russian death toll
stands at more than 1,100 but con--
scripts’ families sav Russian losses
are three times higher. Some Russ- -
ian newspapers published an offi-
cial list naming 279 servicemen.
killed in fighting fast vear in Dages-
tan, a region neighbouring Chech-
nya.

In Grozny, civilians have started
toleave the cellars they shelterad in-
ta be grected by the sight of devas-*
tated buildings and Russian troaps’
on the streets.

The rebels have vowed 1o retake
Graozny as they did twice in light-
ning raids against the Russians dur-
ing the 1994-96 Chechen war. (Reuten
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A5 file papers for Russian
presidential election ¥

MOSCOW: Fifteen candidates
- have filed their applications for the
- presidential election in Russia, be-

fore the deadlige for ppminatiops
expired. . 1I/l Vi

“Sunday being\the last day for
registration of canfidates, 15 presi-
- dential hopefuls haye filed their pa-
pers.” chiel election, commissioner
-~ Alexander Yeshnypkov said on

Sunday night.
~ The main fight will be between
acting President Vladimir Putin
- and Communist Party chief Genna-
¢ di Zyuganov, whom various popu-
- larity polls have put ahead of the
pack which includes well-known
economist and leader of moderate
- Yabloko Party Grigory Yavlinsky,
. Liberal Democratic Party’s leader
: and hardliner Vladimir Zhiri-
- novsky.

Mr Putin’s election campaign
* committee is already in place but
he has so far refrained from pub-
lishing his programme saying, “I
. would not like it to become a target
* of attack too carly.”

. Putin aides say that the acting
© president, who is Ieading all the
popularity polls, is keen to profect
his image of a man with impeccable
" public record and defender of law
- and order and constitutional norms.
Gennadi Zyuganov has already

released his seven-point agenda.
He has promised, among other
things, 50 per cent reduction in tax-
cs levied on producers, increase in
wages and pensions and democratic
democratisation of the society.

“By democratic democratisation
I mean introduction of some sort of
collective government that would
prevent any form of authoritarian
rule,” he told perplexed journalists.

Mr Zyuganov invited his main ri-
val Mr Putin for a live TV debate.
Mr Putin, however, evaded direct;
reply of Mr Zyuganov’s offer and
merely said, T respect his views.”

Former premier Yevgeni Pri-
makov, who was leading the opin-
ion polls before the flarc-up in
Chechnya has pulled out of the race |
saying that socicty has not rcached .
civilised level.

He was hurt by some uncharita-
bie remarks against him in a section
of the Russian media, Primakov
supporters said. \

His All-Russia Front had lost the ‘
battle to the pro-Putin block in the
Duma clections held in December
lust year. i

[However, at the same time, Mr
Primakov, in his talks with various
political leaders had paid tributes
to the effective leadership of Mr
Putin. jumi;
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~Putin qualifies for

premdentlal race ()
ASSOCIATED PRESS L'f 0\ \‘@/\ M

AOSCOW, Feb. 15.— Russia's Central Blection Commissipn
iav offic 1'1113 registered actmg President Vladimir Putin for t

26 Marrh presidential poils, in which he is widely considered th
clear favourite.

My Purin berame the third of 15 candidates to qualify for the
iace, after Communist Party chief Gennady Zyuganov and Alexel
Podbervozkin of the small, Leftist Spiritual Heritage group.

Alr Putin leads his rivals by a wide margin, with opinion polls
giving him the support of nearly 60 per cent of respondents. His
closest competitor. Mr Zyuganov, has been polling less than 20
pereent.

His popularity has been fuelled by his tough handling of the war
in Chechnva, and his energetic, can-do image -- a contrast with
formur President Boris Yeltsin, who was frequently ailing and
absent from public view for weeks at a time during his second
teirn.

My Purin was made acting President when Mr Yeltsin unexpect-
edlv resigned on 31 December. But Mr Putin sought to play down
his advantages today, saying voters could vote for the seasoned
politicians among his competitors.

)
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Russian troops on patrof in Grozny... a land devastated,

OLLOWING THE capture

of the Chechen capital,

Grozny, the  Russian

military is confidently
predicting an early end to the
five-month-long campaign  to
reassert Moscow's control over
the breakaway region.

The Defence Minister, Marshal
Igor Sergeyev, said last week that
the military stage of Moscow's
operation in Chechnya would end
“within 2 month", to be followed
by a police operation to hunt
down smali groups of rebels.

Such optimistic  predictions
appear to be prompted more by
presidential elections in Russia
scheduled for March 26, than the
military situation in Chechnya.
The Acting President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, is admittedly a
hat favourite to win the polls, but
his rivals will use the continuing
hostilities in Chechnya as their
main weapon when the election
campaign officially gets under
way later this week,

The Communist leader. Mr.
Gennady Zyvuganov, who is likely
to be Mr, Putin’s main rival in the
presidential — race, last  week

“blasted the Government for using
a buicher's cleaver instead of a
surgeont’'s scalpel to carry out
what Moscow calls an “anti-
terrorist operation” in Chechnya.
Another  strong  presidential
contender, Mr. Grigory Yavlinsky,
condemned the Chechen
campaign as 4 crime and a war
against an ethnic group.

The five-month-long eperation
has turned out to ke as bloody as
the 1994-1996 war in Chechnya,
despite the military’s promise to

avoid the mistakes of the first war,
in which thousands died. Moscow
has already admitted losing close
to 6,000 troops killed and
wounded in Chechnya, while
human rights organisations say
the official casuaity tigure should
be multiplied by two or three.

The military also claims to have
killed some 10,000 rebels and
Chechens  say  thousands  of
civilians have died. The first war
ended in Russia’s defeat, with the

army withdrawing from
Chechnya, leaving a devastated
and de facto independent

territory behind.

In Chechnya, history may repeat itself,

(o ()
Chechnya, the then President,
Mr. Boris Yeltsin, announced that
organised rebel resistance had
been broken, with federal forces
occupying nearly all of Chechnya,
and thar the military part of the
operation was over. But before
long, the Russians found out that
occupying a territory was not
enough to win control over it.

Peaceful civilians turned into
daring guerillas  at  night,
mounting murderous raids on
Russia garrisons in towns and
villages. The Russian army never
found a way to deal with these
artacks, and when rebels seized

says VLADIMIR RADYUHIN. As soon as

spring comes and trees again provide

good cover for the rebels, the scenario
of the first war will be replayed.

This time around, the military
sava it is just a few weeks away
fromy  crushing the remaining
hotbeds of rebel resistance in the
moumtains, The new Chechen
war has made Mr. Putin Russia’s
most popular politician, but the
growing human cost of the
campaign makes it necessary for
him to declare it over before next
month's elections.

However, as soon as spring
comes and teaf-clad trees again
provide good cover for rebels, the
scenario- of the first war will be

. teplayed in Chechnya.

In May 1995, five months after
Russian troops marched into

Grozny in August, 1396, Russia
finally gave up.

History may repeat itself. After
the Russian  forces  overran
lowland Chechnya, captured
Grozny and pushed into the
mountains, Chechen militants
vowed 1o return to their favourite
tactic of lightning raids on
Russian-held towns. The rebel
President, Mr. Aslan Maskhadov,
said a week ago his forces were
starting an all-out guerrilla war
against Russian roops
throughout Chechnya — "in the
mountains, the lowlands, in every
village, wherever we can”’. Shortly
afterwards, the rebels ambushed
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two milita ¢ in a Russian-
controlled | region of Chechnya,
destroying} the locomotives and
blowing up the rails.

The Ruskian military plans to
counter this tactic in exactly the
same way the Russian empire did
way back 'in the 19th century,
when it was conquering the
Caucasus by  building
fortresses, where troops will be
safe from rebel attacks. The
Deputy Defence Minister,
General Alexander Kosovan, said
such fortresses would be set up at
strategic points in the
mountainous parts of Chechnya.

y spring in Che‘éhnif/e},f{,,,

One does not need to be a
military expert to see what will
follow — an exhausting, decades-
long war of the kind so vividly
described by Mikhail Lermontov
and Leo Tolstoy.

The army is already looking for
exil strategics. As soon as the
news broke that Grozny had been
taken, the First Deputy Head of
the General Staff, General Valery

Manilav, announced that
preparations had already begun
for troop withdrawal from
Chechnva,

The DDefence Ministry would
like to shift all respensibility for
maintaining “constitutional
order’” in Chechnya to the police
and Interior Ministry troops. An
army general, Vyacheslav
Tikhomirov, appointed
commander-in-chief  of  the
Interior Ministry troops carlier
this month, predicts a drawn-out
conflict in Chechnya.

“The end ol the military phase
of the operation will not bring
peace (o Chechnya,” he said last
week. "Partisan attacks and acts
of sahotage will continue for one,
two, three, or even ten years,
unless the Federal Government
wins over the local popularion.”

That will be an uphill 1ask after
what the federal forces did in
Chechnya in the first war and are
doing again now. Grozny, which
was home to 1.5 million before
the war, has been razed to the
ground, and Moscow is talking
about shifting the Chechen
capital elsewhere, because it is
impossible to rebuild the city,
where not a single building has
survived intact. An estimated
80,000 people were killed in the
first war and about 400,000
became refugees.

The former interior Minister,
General Anztoly Kulikov, who was
commuander-in-chief of Russian
forces in Chechnya in the first half
of 1995, says Russia faces years of
terrorist warfare in the region.
“This is our Ulster,” he said
recently. “‘It will last for years to
come.”
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Official urges Islan Islamic nations

to recognise C

ISLAMABAD: A prominent
Chechen official urged Islamic
countries on Thursday to recognise
the breakaway Russian region
rather than mourn its present plight
after Moscow's military assault.

“I appeal to all Mustim countries
to recognise our independent sta-
tus,” Zalimkhan Yandarbivev, who
has briefly been acting Chechen
president, said in a speech at a
meeting to mark the anmiversary of
a Soviet- cra mass deportation of
Chechens.

“Anybody wanting to help the
Chechen people must recognise
our independence,” he said a day
after Pakistan said he had been
asked to leave because his visa had
expired. *Today Russia is again im-
plementing the same deportation
policy,” Mr Yandarbivev said after
recalling the 1944 deportation that
Soviet dictator Josef Stalin ordered
to “root om” Chechen Muslims
from their homeland.

“This is not merely a Russian
plan but a conspiracy of infidelity
apainst 1slam.” he said of the five-

month-old  Russian 0%,k\ught,
which Moscow says wilkend soon.

Mr Yandarbivev, whp deseribed
himself as the “fully authorised en-
voy of Chechnya to Muslim coun-
tries” said: “The enemy yanis us to
cry, but we should showdthem our
courage to face them,

“Today we will not cry before
anyone but consider ways to unite
the Islamic ummah (nation}...0n
one platform. If we are ot united,
we will face more situations similar
to those in Chechnya, and Pales-
tine.” Several bundred people as-
sembled for the meeting at a hotel
stoed up and chanted “God is
great” and “Islamic revolution” as
he began his speech.

The meecting was organised by
Pakistan’s largest Islamic funda-
mentalist  Jamaat-i-lslami  party
whose leader., Qazi  Hussain
Ahmed, said the Chechens had the
right to fight against what he called
Russia’s “foreibie occupation™

Foreign ministry secretary Ina-
mul Haq told a news conference on
Wednesday  that  Yandarbiyey,

echnya 5

(o AC

whose presence in Pakistan has an-
gered Russia, had been asked to
“expedite his departure” from the
country because his visa had ex-
pired. But the Chechen said he had
not received such a message. “No-
body has told me abour it,” he told
reporters.

But Mr Yandarbiyev said in his
specch later that Thursday was his
last appearance in Pakistan and be
would go to other Muslim countries
to seek recognition.

The Taliban movement became
the first govermment to recognise
Cheehinva last month when Mr
Yandarbivev opened a Chechen
embassy in Kabul, Russia ¢riticised
Pakistun earlier this manth for al-
lowing Mr Yandarbiyev 10 stay in
the country. accusing him of spread-
ing anti- Russian propaganda.

Mr  Yandarbivev was acling
Chechen president between the
death  of  separatist  leader
Dzhokhar Dudayev in April 1996
and an election in Jamiary 1997
won by the present prcts}d/pf/\&-lrﬂ/
Maskhadov. msuter
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Boris dro

AGENCIES O @"W (A

MOSCOW, Dec. 31. — Mr Boris Yeltsin
today stunned his own people and the
world, cheosing the century’s last day to
resign prematurely after eight vears as
Russian President.

Mr Yeltsin left the Kremlin at 4.30 p.m.
IST, naming Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin as acting President and handing
over to him Russia’s “nuclear briefease”,
which contains the codes controlling the
country's vast nuclear arsenal,

Mr Yeltsin (68), whose term would have
ended next June, said presidential elec-
tions would now be held on 26 March.

He spoke slowly and calmly as he
dropped the bombshell on state-owned
ORT television, saying Russia needed to go
into the new century with new political
leaders.

“I am going. | am going earlier than my
established time,” he said. “Today, on the
last day of the old century, I am resigning.”

Washington, in its first reaction, said the
resignation was a “dramatic step”, but not
a complete surprise given recent speculas
tion in Russia’s press that ill health would
force Mr Yeltsin te quit office.

Mr Boris Yeltsin

But to most people, the announcement
was as dramatic as the day in August 1991
when Mr Yeltsin climbed atop a Soviet
tank in Moscow to foil a Communist coup
against Mr Mikhail Gorbachev. That dar-
ing action had unleashed a chain of events
that led to the collapse of Communism and
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ps bow-out bombshell

s

made Mr Yeltsin the first democratically
elected President in Russia’s 1,000-vear
history.

But in recent vears, a poor economy and
corruption charng against his family,
friends and toadies had left him isolated,
with a two per cent popularity rating.
Illness had whittled away his authority,
often making him seem disoriented and
confused.

Today, as Russian shares surged follow-
ing his announcement, he said he had done
all he could for his people and asked for-
giveness for his mistakes.

Mr Putin, meanwhile, signed a decree
granting Mr Yeltsin immunity from any
criminal prosecution. He cannot be arrest-
ed, searched or guestioned by prosecutors
under any condition.

This immunity could have been a condi-
tion for the resignation that rohs Mr
Yeltsin of presidential immunity, some
suggested. A Kremlin official, however,
said Mr Yeltsin's shock decision was
intended to improve Mr Putin’s chances of
succeeding him.

Mr Putin is likely to appoint emergency
situation minister Sergei Shoigo as the
new Prime Minister.



~Yeltsin resigns,

Putin takes over
ub 1 By Vladimir Radyuhin

. 1 LV
MOSCOW, DEC. 31. In 2 b shell
decision, Russia's Presidept, Mr.
Boris Yeltsin, resigned today, six
months ahead of his Constitu-
tional term, appointing the Prime
Minister, Mr. Vladimir Putin, as
Acting President and urging Rus-

sians to vote for him in early pres-
idential elections.&'mfé
"Today, on the last day of out-

going century, I am resigning,”

Mr. Yeltsin szid in a televised ad-
dress to the nation. The Kremlin
press service said Mr. Yeltsin had
signed the resignation decree, ef-
fective 12-00 Moscow time on
Dec. 31, in the presence of the
Russian Patriarch, who blessed
Mr. Putin to take over the reigns
of power.

Mr. Putin also assumed Mr.
Yeltsin's duties as Commander-
In- Chief of the armed forces and
received the so-called “nuclear
briefcase, with codes controlling
the country’s nuclear arsenal.

The Russian Constitution re-
quires snap elections to be held
within 90 days of the President’s
resignation, and news agencies
said Mr. Yeltsin set the elections
for March 26, the last Sunday be-
fore the deadiine,

Looking pale and tired, Mr.
Yeltsin said the decision to resign
came to him after “long and pain-
ful thoughts.”

“T realised that I must do i,
Russia must enter the new millen-
nium with new politicians, new
faces, new wise, strong, vigorous
leaders,” Mr. Yeltsin said.

(Details on Page 22)
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~.97Fhe spy who

became, Pr:

MOSCOW, DEC. 31. Mr. Vladimir
Putin became Prime Minister
in August as another faceless
man in the Kremlin. He now
enters the Russian Presidency
with a dramatically higher
profile, buoyed by the
popularity of military action
against Chechen rebels, and
as the real winner of recent
Parliamentary elections, even
though he was not a
candidate.

Prior to his appointipient by
Mr. Boris Yeltsin as Prime
Minister, what people knew
about him was that he had
been a veteran Soviet spy and
security chief, heading the
federal security service and
secretary of the powerful
national security council. He
also repeatedly demonstrated
his loyalty to Mr. Yeltsin. This
became especially clear
during the clash with the
State Prosecutor, Mr. Yuri
Skuratov, who has threatened
to expose cases of cerruption
in the Kremlin and among
Yeltsin supporters. In turn,
Mr. Skuratov has been the
subject of a probe by the
secret service, and Mr. Yeltsin
clearly believes he will be able
to place his full confidence in
Mr. Putin, who had taken
over from the sacked Prime
Minister, Mr. Sergei
Stepashin.

Mr. Putin, 47, began his
career in Soviel overseas

sident

esplofiage in 1975,
immediately after finishing his
legal studies. Fluent in
German, his reputation grew
during his years as a spy in
Germany, where he is
believed to have been based
in Dresden. Mr. Putin's
political career was launched
with the end of the Soviet
Union. In 1990 he became an
aide to Mr. Anatoly Sobchak,
the liberal Mayor of his native
St. Petersburg. As Deputy
Mayor he later became
responsible for overseas
contacts. He was called to
Moscow in 1996 by the then
reformist Prime Minister, Mr.
Anately Chubais, the architect
of Russia’s privatisation
programme. Once there, he
rose rapidly to the position of
Kremiin Deputy Chief of Staff.
He grasped the nettle in a
number of intractable areas,
taking responsibility for
preventing the flight of
capital, for example, and for
Moscow's relations with the
regions.

Mr. Yeltsin appointed him
as head of the federal security
service in July 1998. He was
able to boost his pesition still
further in March this year
when he was put in charge of
the advisory security council,
a move that once again
demonstrated Mr. Yeltsin's
willingness to reward his
loyalty. — DPA
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A calculat

By Vladimir Radyuhin \/{0 :\)/

moscow, DEC. 31, The news of Mr. Boris Yelt-
sin's resignation as Russian President came as
a surprise as he had repeatedly said he would
serve out his full rerm. There was also spec-
ulation that he could try to prolong his stay in
power but Mr. Yeltsin dismissed the suggesti-
ons as “lies.” He also said his decision had
nothing to do with his health.

1 must not stand in the way of the natural
course of history,” the outgoing President
said. “To cling to power for danother six
maontths when the country has a strong person
worthy of becoming President — why shouid |
stand in his way? Why should [ wait? It's notin
my character,” Mr. Yelisin said.

Kremlin sources told the Interfax news
agency that Mr. Yeltsin had taken the final
decision to resign only on Thursday, after he
had already recorded his usual New Year TV
address. But analysts said Mr. Yeltsin's deci-
sion was a well-calculated move to help his
favoured successor, Mr. Putin, win the Presi-
dency. Mr. Putin said he would retain his post
of Prime Minister in the
run up to ¢lections. Control of the Govern-
ment gives Mr. Purin a huge advantage in the
race {0 succeed Mr. Yeltsin.

Mr. Putin, a 46-yvear-old former KGB officer
appoiited Prime Minister only in August, is
today Russia’s most popular politician, largely
thanks to his resolure handling of the war in
Chechnva. Mr. Putin is expected to benefit
greatly from early elections, as his pepulariry
today is at its peak.

e is also expected to capitaiise on the suc-
cess of the pro-government parties in parlia-
mentary elections earlier this month and the
poor showing of the alliance led by his main
rival, the former Prime Minister, Mr. Yevgeny
Primakov.

The Irar-Tass news agency said Mr. Yeltsin
still planned to visit the Holy Land in Palestine
next week to mark the first Orthodox Christ-
mas of the new millennium despite stepping

The outgoing President of Russia, Mr. Boris Yeltsin (right) and
the new incumbent, Mr. Vladimir Putin, smile as they shake
hands during their meeting in Kremlin on Friday. — AP

down as Russia's President.

in his address 1o the nation Mr. Yeltsin
begged Russians to forgive him for his mis-
takes, but also asserted that he had done the
main job of his life. “Russia will never return
to the past; Russia will now always be moving
forward,” Mr. Yelisin said.

Heuters reports:

After announcing his resignation today, Mr.
Boris Yeltsin must hand ever to his acting suc-
cessor one of the most important symbols of
power in Russia: the briefcase with codes to
launch nuclear missites.

Mr. Yeltsin received the hriefcase from the
Sovict icader, Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev, who re-
sighed on Christmas Day in 1991, Mr. Yeltsin
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d move to help Putin__

S,
1 .
parted from il &(}, once”™

during his term in office
~— in 1996, when he un-
derwent heart  surgery
and turned over his pow-
ers briefly to the then
Prime Minister, Mr. Viktor
Chernomyrdin, “The nu-
clearbutton is an effective
mechanism  to control
Russian  nuclear forces
and also a symbaol of the
presidency.” the former
Yeltsin  Press  Secretary,
Mr. Serget Yastrzhembsky
said when asked to de-
scribe the device,

The briefease is carried
behind Mr. Yeltsin by an
officer dressed in a dis-
tinctive black navy uni-
form which makes it easv
for the President to single
him out in a crowd, Butall
information abeout it has
bheen vlassified untif late-
lyv. A senior Parliament
member, Mr, Alexei Arba-
tav, has described the nu-

clear button as the first tink in a chain of
commands ending in onboard cruise computg
ers of nuclear missites. “The nuciear button-
...transmits Presidential sanction for the use of
nuclear weapons 1o command cenires where
general staff officers are on duty around the
clock,” said Mr. Arbatov, an expest on national
security with JJose ties to the Kremlin.

“On receiving a coded signal, officers...using
appropriate codes, determine that it was the
President who sent it, rather than semeone
else.” When the authenticity of the Presidential
message is confirmed, duty officers open safes
containing their own codes and send them to
missile launch pads and nuclear submarines.



Jets, o
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GROZNY, Jan. 1. — Plumes of
black smoke hung over Grozny
today after Russian forces hit
the shattered city with one of
the biggest attacks yet, with
waves of Jow-flying jets
unleashing scores of bambs.

A major Russian drive to take
Grozny entered its second week
today with federal forces
apparently still far from cap-
turing the city centre. Rebel
fighters in heavily-fortified
positions have inflicted steady
losses on the Russian forees,
although no reliable figures are
available,

Several large buildings are
still burning and smoke fram
the fires covered parts of the
Chechen capital after the
overnight bombardment.
Russian artillery on surround-
ing hills fired hundreds of
shells in between the jet
attacks. Mortar and artillery
strikes too continued,

The stepped-up effort 1o take
the <city came as acting
President, Mr Vladimir Putin,
visited Russian forces in
Chechnya to praise them for
the campaign to crush sepa-
ratist rebels. The visit coming
on Mr Putin’s first full day in
office underlined his determi-
nation to win the war in
Chechnya.

“This is not simply about
restoring honor and dignity to
the country, ne,” Mr Putin told
the servicemen in Gudermes, a
¢ity east of the capital that
Russian troops took several
weelks ago.

“This 18 about more serious
things. This is about how to
bring about the end of the
breakup of Russia, that is your
fundamental goal.” Civilian
residents in Grozny were
stunned by the overnight
attack on the city. Chechen
officials had no details on pos-
sible casualties,

“The planes were like snakes,
streaming past, over and over,”
said Lyubov Grigorveva, 62, a
pensioner. “This is how we
spent the New Year.”

Up to 40,000 mestly elderly
and infirm civilians are
trapped in Grozny. Residents
have been huddled for weeks in
hasements, oo afraid to go out-
side or risk the journey
through the Russian bombard-
ment to escape Grozny.

“There was no place to sit, to
rest. They bombed all night)”
said another elderly woman,
who gave only her first name,
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HE SURPRISE resignation of
the Russian President, Mr.
Boris Yeltsin, on the last day
of the 20th Century sent an
ominous signal to rebels fighting
Russian troaps in breakaway
Chechnya. Their days are numbered,
as Russia's new Acting President and
the Kremlin’s choice for Mr. Yeltsin's
successor on the Russian throne, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, needs a quick and
convincing vicrory in Chechnya to
win snap presidential elections, likely
on March 26. 1
The so far successﬂR i{itary
campaign in Chechnya hlas played a
key role in making Mr. Pltin, an
obscure security official
his appeintment as Primég Minister
five months ago, Russia's most
popular pelitician and presidential
frontrunner today. Mr. Putin’s
resolute handling of the Chechen
operation made it the first popular
war Russia has waged since World
War Two. After years of suffering
humiliation at witnessing Russia lose

its superpower status, Russians rallied time because the Chechens “are

behind a leader who seerned capable
of reasserting what Mr. Putin
described as “national pride” by
wiping out Chechen separatists.
Patriotic fervour has overshadowed
the hidden agenda of the Chechen
war: to install in the Kremlin a man
who would protect political and
financial interests of the “family,” a
group of Kremlin insiders and
business tveoans with close links to
the Yeltsin family. They saw the war
as their last chance to stay in power
after Mr. Yeltsin stepped down upon
completing his final term.

War-fed nationalist fervour brought mountains.

its first dividends to the Kremlin last
month, when parties supportive of
Mr. Putin made big gains in
parliamentary elections, while the
alliance led by his main rival in the
presidential race, Mr. Yevgeny
Primakov, suffered a bad setback. All
that Mr. Puiin needs to do to climb

the time of slow in both directions, with

Battle for the ballot

Patriotic fervour has overshadowed the hidden
agenda of the Chechen war,
says VLADIMIR RADYUHIN.

sttuation in January 1996 when the
militants were driven out of towns,
but embarked on a hit-and-run war,
which the army was unable 10 stop.”
said Mr. Alexander Gaolts, military
commentator for ftogi magazine.

federal forces have occupied the
larger lowland part of the breakaway
republic without meeting much
resistance, as Chechen militants
withdrew into the capital Grozny and
the mountains where they can better
defend their positions. But fighting
grew much fiercer when Russian
forces mounted an assault on Grozny
a week ago, which is the last rebel
stronghold in the plains, and pushed
for the mountains. Progress has been

Past-war rebuilding of Chechnya is
another problem that Russia failed 1o
solve affer the first war and can ill
afford to tackle today. According to

overnment experts, reconstruction
work in Chechnya (not counting
Grozny, which has been razed to the
ground) will require 20 billion roubles
{about $700 million) in 2000 alone,
whereas the federal budget has
earmarked only 385 million {about
$20 million) for the purpose.

Chechens skillfuliy using the
advantages offered by concrete
buildings in Grozny and tree-grown
rugged mountains in the south to put
up stiff resistance.

General Ruslan Aushev, President
of the neighbouring Russian Republic
of Ingushetiva, predicted that the
battle for Grozny would last a long

Mr. Putin's opponents in the
coming presidential efectinns will
certainly try to tum the issue of the
Checheq war against the Kremlin's
candidate. The liberal Yabloko party.
which until recently was the only
Russian party to have denounced the
Chechen campaign as a “war of
revenge’, last week was joincd by Mr.
Primakov's Fatherland-All Russia
alliance, whose spokesman said that
what began as an “anti-terrorist
operation” had escalated into a full-
scale war, which the bloc could not
SUpport.

excellently armed and will resist
fiercely”. Now thar presidential
elections have been moved forward
by two rnonths, the Russian army will
be asked to step up the drive against
the rebels. This can only be done at
the cost of higher losses, because
despite a visible improvement in
combat tactics, the Russian army still
lacks mobile units trained in urban
and mountain wartare. As they
pushed through lowland Chechnya
Russians routinely resorted to
“firewall” tactics, which however is
far less effective in Grozny and in the

However, in the time left belore
snap presidential elections Mr. Putin
can still ride the wave of popular
suppart as Russian forces gain new
ground in Chechnya, By the time the
fallout of the Chechen war grows big
erlough to unravel Russia's victory, he
will have been declared victor in the
Chechen campaign and elected
Russia’s new President. And this has
been the main motive behind Mr.
Yeltsin's decision 1o resign early.

Reports say Russian forces have
started using deadly fuel air bombs to
weaken rebel resistance. In the
mountains they drop powerful bombs
of 250 and 500 kg, which release a
large cloud of inflammable aerosol
that upon ignition kills people in
shelters. In Grozny, where a wrongly

! onto the Kremlin throne is to declare dropped aerosol air bomb could wipe
the Chechen war won in time for the out friendly forces, Russians
early presidential elections that under  reportedly use mutti-barrel launchers—

the Constitution must take place
within three months after the

that fire unguided missiles with
aerosol warheads. Inevitably, fuel air

President's resignation. Generals have bombs will kill not only militants bur

already said they will wind up the

military campaign by March~-a} the
latest. 4 \,W Y

thousands of civilians who are still
trapped in Grozny or have fled to the
mountains. A high human cost of the

Given its overwhelming sgpﬁerioriry war, though, should not really affect

in strength and firepower the Russian Mr. Putin’s popularity. Russians have

army may well meet the deadline.
Russia has fielded 100,000 troops
against an estimated 6,000 to 16,400

lallrge]y remained indifferent to the
plight of half a million Chechens, half
of whom has taken refuge in

Chechen militants. This is three times neighbouring regions. As for Russian
the strength of the Russian force that casualties, the military have well
fought in Chechnya during the 1994-  mastered the art of playing them
1996 war, and Russian generals have down. They weuld not report a daily

also learned their lessons from the
disastrous defeat in that war. They
are careful to avoid head-on frontal
assaults that were beaten back with
terrible losses during the first war
and rely heavily on air and artillery
bombardment to flush out rebels

from their strongholds. Since October

1, when they entered Chechnya,

count of losses and tefuse to publish

the names of killed and wounded
soldiers. The Union of Soldiers’
Mothers estimates that the officiat
casualty figure of nearly 400 kitled
during the first three months of the
campaign should be multiplied ar
least by three. There is no way to
find out the truth, as Russian
authorities have clapped tight
conirols on the media coverage of
the war.

What can reduce Mr. Putin’s
chances of winning presidency is a
drawnout guerilla war and the
prohibitive cost of rebuilding
C[’_lgchnya after the war. Some
military experts predict that even
after Grozny has been captured and
mnain rebel strongholds in the
mountains overrun, Chechen
militants will be able to wage a
guerilia war."There was a similar
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" MR. YELTSIN’S SURPRISE DECISION

EVEN JUDGING BY his own rather unconven-
tional ways and unorthodox methods, Mr. Boris
Yeltsin’s surprise action in announcing his re-
signation as Russia's President should be diffi-
cult to read. Not particularly known for timing
his often controversial actions, he has lived up
to his well-earned reputation as an unpredici-
able leader. His latest action is even more in-
comprehensible since he was least expected to
leave the Presidency when the political milieu
had become distinctly friendlier to him, what-
ever the state of his health. For the first time
since the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, the
President has a legislature that is not openly
hostile to him. Mr. Yeltsin's supporters and
sympathisers had scored a spectacular and un-
expected victory in parliamentary elections in
mid-December, presenting him with the pros-
pect of a harmonious relationship between the
legislature and the executive. For nearly a dec-
ade he had been forced to contend with a com-
munist-dominated Duma, the Lower House of
Parliament which blocked every legislative
move af his administration. Cohabiting with
the Duma had become a highly frustrating ex-
perience and Mr, Yeltsin was more than once
forced to threaten to dissolve the House if it did
not approve his action. Till he picked the last
one, Mr. Yeltsin even found it difficult to get
parliamentary confirmation for his Prime Min-
isterial candidate. After the latest elections to
the Duma, the communists will continue to be
the largest single party but they are short of the
stalling power they wielded for the past six
years.

What then prompted the 68-year-old Mr.
Yeltsin o take such a momentous decision?
Certainly not failing health since he has ignored
earlier alarms and shown remarkable ability to
bounce back to centre stage even after more
serious ailments. Only a fortnight ago, immedi-

ately after a renewed bout of pneumonia forced
him into hospital, he insisted on keeping his
scheduled visit to Beijing and seemed none the
worse for the journey. From the Chinese cap-
ital, he rattled his nuclear arsenal, only to be
reminded politely by his American counterpart
that he owed his position in Moscow not a little
to the support given by the Western nations at a
critical time of transition for his countryv. The
most plausible explanation for his resignation is
that after being satistied that he has found a
suitable heavyweight successor in the current
Frime Minister, Mr. Vladimir Putin, he feels he
can quit especially when the going is good. The
Presidential election, due in six months, has
now been advanced by three months and Mr.
Yeltsin has anointed Mr. Putin, a Soviet gecret
service top brass, as his nominee.
xg(a Y

Mr. Yeltsin, self a top Soviet communi-
st party official, camg into prominence when, in
a classic act of defiajjce, he led the resistance
against coup plotters who tried to overthrow
the last Soviet President, Mr. Mikhail Gorba-
chev. His rise to the Presidency, showdown
with the Duma when he ordered tanks to open
fire on the Parliament building to flush out Op-
position members holed up inside, the manner
in which he sacked his whole Cabinet overnight
without offering any explanation (his oppo-
nents call it a brain bypass), other bizarre ac-
tions, some of them certainly impulsive and
inexplicable, and the strong, even desperate
measures he has undertaken to defeat armed
militancy in Chechnya will ensure that he leav-
es a mixed legacy. But as the December 19 par-
liamentary  election testified, he has
safeguarded, however imperfectly, the historic
transition to democracy from the authoritarian
eight-decade-lon?éviet era. This is no mean

achievement.
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1eY 3 Yeltsin survives his resignation A \ |

ORIS Yeltsin's surprise resigriation is a good tadtical

move. He is ailing and clearly incapable of staying on top
of the volatile situation in Russia. At the same time he ngeds
protection for himself and his “family — the collection of rogue
businessmen who cluster around his daughter, Tantyana
Diachenko, and rob Russian coffers ‘with impunity. Given the
terrible publicity that has been generated, had Yeltsin contin-
ued any longer it would have handicapped his chosen succes-
sor. It could possibly have helped an opposition candidate to
win through. That would have seriously jeopardised Yeltsin's
retired existence and directly threatened Tatiana Diachenko.
Now, however, with Viadimir Putin in place as acting
President there is a serious possibility that Yeltsin will have a
protege in office to protect him from retrospective prosecution
for corruption. Putin has already signed a warrant that con-
fers immunity on the former President, reminiscent of Nixon’s
pardon by his successor. Although Diachenko and the “family”
interests will be protected, the daughter has been removed
from her vantage position inside the Kremlin. For Yeltsin, this
will serve to stem some of the extremely bad publicity that he
has generated on several counts — drunkenness, mismanage-
ment, corruption. Ail of which have led to the coilapse of
Russian public life as weil as the already fragile economy. In
an ironical comment on the Russian situation, the country’s
stock exchange surged on news of Yeltsin's retirement.

Yeltsin’s resignation is a godsend for Putin, whose chances
of becoming President will now greatly improve. Come next
March, several factors will favour Putin. First, there will be
the feelgood factor generated by Yeltsin's action. More impor-
tant, Putin will be bolstered by the, as of now, successful mili-
tary campaign in Chechnya. Putiii will be-untaried by
Yeltsin’s disastrous campaign in Chechnya between 1994 and
1996. On the contrary, he will receive most of the credit for
successfully subduing Islamic militants in Dagestan and
Chechnya. Putin’s other strong point is his low profile. If he
does not have much charisma, unlike his predecessor who had
it in abundance, he compensates with a serious image which
inspires more confidence in Russian voters, after Yeltsin's
extravagant idiom.

The Russian public will now wish that Putin will bring the
Chechen offensive to some kind of a solution so that he can
spare his energies to deal with the huge economic problems
Bussia faces. Also, international concern about the humani-
tarian dimension of the war iz considerable but Putin knows
that within reason, he can ignore it if it all ends well and
above all, quickly. All that is in the future, for now we would
do well to remember that in the midst of considerable oppro-
brium, Yeltsin's has been suceessful in keeping a fragile demo-
cracy alive — even if he has injected some degree of authori-
tarianism and arbitrariness into its functioning. The image of
a lone figure atop a Russian tank hurling defiance will endure.
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ALKHAN-KALA, {Russial,
Jan. 3. -— Russian jets and
artillery, today, bombarded
Kharachai in Chechnya's
southern mountains, in an
attempt to the path of retreat-
ing rebel forces, federal offi-
cials said.

Some 50 rebels were killed
and two rebel bunkers
destroyed in airstrikes on the
small village, said Maj
Alexander Diardiev,
spokesman for the Russian
military.

ASSD IATED PRESS

There was, however, no sign
of rebels preparing to leave
their defences in the city whose
capture would give Russia a
major psychological victory.

Military doctor, Dr Oleg
Zayev said on ORT television,
yesterday, that he sees dozens
of wounded troops daily from
in and around Grozny. The
military insists its losses have
been minimal despite evidence
1o the contrary.

Russian advances to the
south are trapping civilians in
cellars and sending others flee-

ACTOS8:

The ing §5
death toll could ATTACK ON EMBASSY BNOWY moun-
not hbhe con- tains and

firmed.
Kharachai is
located  jusi
south of Vedden,
a key rebel
stronghold|ly
which Russian
forces are trying
to capture. Both
settlements lie
aleng routes
used by rchbel
forces returning
to the moun-
tains.
Elsewhere,
aleng a road in

two-hour

sources

BEIRUT, Jan. 3. — One gun-
man was killed today in a
shootout with
Lebanese police after a rock-
et-propelled grenade narrow-
missed the
Embassy complex in Beirut,
security sources said.

The grenade was one of at
least three fired by unidenti-
fied gunmen from a building
near the embassy. Security
said
grenades hit a police station.
One policeman was killed and
ancther wounded. — DPA

forests littercd
with corpses.
The constant
air and arti-
llery attacks
that precedc
the advance of
Russian troops
have left civii-
ians trapped in
gouthern meun-
tain villages,
afraid to ven-
ture under the
bombs ani
shells raining
on the roads

Russian

that two

Dagestan, a bomb exploded,
today, as a convoy of six mili-
tary trucks passed by. No one
was, however, wounded, the
Russian military said.

After yesterday's fierce fight-
ing, Lthe military was able to
place artillery on heights
around Vedeno and shelled the
town today.

Rebel forces are unable to
regroup and are leaving the
village, Maj Diardiev, said.

Russian forces continued to
bombk Grozny and ground
troops are edging in from three
sides, hoping to funnel the
rebels south lowards wailing
federal guns, the NTV televi-
sion station said today.

that lead out, Chechen offictals
and civilians say.

“People cannot go out of their
homes because of round-the-
clock shelling,” said Mvr
Ramzan Bisiyev, head of the
village administration in
Rodina. “In despair, people go
through the forests, along
mountain passes, and come
under artillery fire. A lot of
dead bodies lie around those
forests,” said Mr Bisiyev, who
visited southern Chechnya last
week. No figures were avail-
able on the number of civilians
trapped in the south, but Mr
Bisiyev said, only about 10 per
cent of residents have managed
to leave the areca. -
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YELTSIN'S RECORD

ORIS Yelisin, who step-

¢ b History
ped down as Russian

BPI‘usuient on 31 Decem-

ber will he represented by com-
mentators and hiswrians

mental failures. And he wiil'
probably Lo down as onc of the |
greatest losers of all time.
rivailing Mikhail Sergeevich
Gorbachov. Unlike Gorbachov,
there wil! be no tragic after-
glow 10 fullow him ~ no res-
pect for a person whe meant
well and could not quite

achieve what he set out to do.!
There will be opprobrium for;

the drunkard, and ——
vituperatien for the |
man associated with
the collapse of a state, :
the coilapse  of.
Communism and the
inability 1o make
Russian democracy. |
The sagacity of his | |
exit — leaving his pro-
tege, Vladimir Putin,
President of Russia,
and thereby ensuring
his future security —
will evoke derision,
rather than respect.
This will tnean noth-
ing to the aiiing old
man who will retire to

4
i

as |
one of the 20th century's menu- (

(
g

8

some comfortable |
mansion in central |

Moscow, and take lit- .

tle trips out to an equally com-
fortable dicha in the Moscow
suburbs. He will be protected
by guarantees of immunity for
the rest of his life, and his only
major fear will be how to avaid
a bullet er a bomb aimed at
him by Russian nationalists or
sometime Communists, He
may also comfort himself that
fre will always be remembered
- ag vne of the major actors of
Russia’s break with Soviet cus-
toms. traditions and economic
practices. But when overall
judgements are made, he will
be put down as a “loser”

GREAT IRO
There is great irony in this.
Far Boris Yeltsin has “wo
almost all the battles he ha
ever fought. As an apparatchif

of the CPSU he “won” his way)

to the Polithuro. He “won”
against the old Soviet estab-
lishment. emerging as Russian
President after the elections m
1990 and 18981. He “wen”
against the “hardline” conspir-

atars of the “puatsch” of August
1991, In 19893, he “won”
against the constitational rem-
nant of the old Soviet system

— a bicameral house which
was dominated by his eritics.
Since then, in 1996, he “won”
his second term as President,
despite iliness and unpepulari-
tv, He also ensured that he had
Prime Ministers of his choice,
despite his lack of contral over
the Russian pelitical system.
Threugh maneeuvyes ang per-
suasion, he avoirded the ap-
pointment of Cabinet members
assaciated with Russian Com-
munists through a sucression

Should Be Kin

By HARI VASUDEVAN
of President’s men as PMs:
Gaidar, Chernomyrdin, Prima-
kov, and his own poodles, Ste-
pashin and Puiin. In Russian
polities, aithough repeatedly
written off as drunk, incompe-
tent and inept, he rose again
and again to establish his
authority en the country.

But all thig — the remarkabie
I record of Yeltsin's political suc-
cess and shrewdness as a polit-
ical actor — is seldom read asa
record of success. The perspec-
tive that is brought to bear on

The author is Professor, De-
partment of Histary, Caleutia
riversity.

that record is always estab-
lished in terms of the greater
-game: the building of a new
country and finding a place for
1t within world politics and a
new regional system. Here
L Yeltsin is, and almost always
. will be, Judged as a rank fail-
“ure. True, the record will
'acknowledge that at home, in
politics, he allowed the "open-
ness” and political “restructur-
ing" of Gorbachov's time to find
new dimensions — in the
growth of associative, politics.
frank TV exchanges, and a
lively press, But this figures
along with his jealous regard
for his authority and his ac-
tions which made that authori-
ty wholly inaccessible to the 7
pubhc It is reluctantly admit-

ted that the President was sur- -
rounded by men of some fore- -

sight who sought to help him
foster presidential institutions -
on a stable basis, and make’
them the pivot of a new poli-
tics. Greater stress falls on his
surrender to a kitchen entour-
age: initially his Praetorian
Guard, led by Korzhakov, and,
latterly, those who have found
favour with his daughter,
Tatiaha Diachenko.

Here, commentators stress,
“Presidential institutions”
under Yeltsin's administration
existed in name only. This was
a disaster since they dominat-
ed the actions of the Russian
Parliament, and alternative
avenues to deal with public
problems — fraud, bankruptey,
and everyday law and order -
could noi be found in the legal
system. Russia’s judicial
framework was hopelessiy
inadequate to cope with the
tangle of legiglation made up of
Soviet laws and large-scale
Rusgsian amendments.

NO EXCUSE

Since Soviet times, moreover,
the legal system had no moral
standing in civil life, beyond
the most mundane. The
uncharitable conclusion is
inevilable. WUnder Boris
Yeltsin. Russian public life
degenerated into endless
intrigues, beneath a fig-leaf of
institutional reguiarity, where
Presidential functiionaries
could intervene at any time as

9\\

o

d Jo Him

arbltrators, and where other-
wise there were no clear sys-
tems for the solution of every-
day problems.

Few would dény that ihe eco-
nomic reforms which were
assoclated with Yeltsin's
regime, reshaped Russia —
providing her with stock
exchanges, free-floating finan-
cial mstltunona and a new
class which supplanted the
authority of the nomenklatura.
But the record of looting and
the denial of public involve-
Iment in vrivatisation is always

the centre point of any analysis
of the recent history of the
Russian economy: as is the
incompetent management of
state finances which culminat-
ed in the ¢rash of August 1998,
The enormous fortunes that
have been accumulated by
friends of Yeltsin's “family” —
the Berezovskiis, Abramovichs
and Chubaises — are a con-
stant source of amusement and
deprecation. Poor empleyment
levels, low per capita income
and appalling production fig-
ures which tell a sorry story of
stagnation are the inescapable
stuffing of any argu-
ment. And to cap it
all, the scandals of
| money laundering at
crucial times, and the
diversion of funds to
European accounts,
strip Yeltsin's time of
any legitimacy .it
; might have received
i in the excuse of good
intentions gone bad.
Internationally, the
newly born Russian
federation is regarded
a8 having handied its
foreign policy incom-
petently. Euro-Ameri-
| cans castigate Rus-
‘ sia's President for
| insufficient coopera-
. tion with the reduc-
tion of arms stockpiles, while
Russians point to the failure of
the CIS and the sacrifice of
Russia’s interests in the Baltic,
East Central Europe and
Central Asia, in the name of a
national interest which has
rarely heen served. Yeltsin
bears the cross for reducing
Russia to the status of a second
rank power -— a beggar among
great nations, or the incempe-
tent drunken barbarian who
was unable to make of Kussia a
“responsible” Western nation.
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5 JAN 20D

RECOGNITION

In popuiar perceptions,
President Putin cannot be
worse. Rather, voung. patriotic
and a victor of the Chechen
war, he mast be an improve-
ment. As a former member of
the KGB and the Federal
Security Services, he is a puhiic
man who 15 untarred by associ-
ations with Russia’s corrupt
financial world. The long links
with Yeltsin's democratic
adminjstration and his family
are forgotten — as is the close
connecticn with privatisation
chief Anatelii Chubais. As the
recent election results indicate,
many Russians are upbeat
ahout the acting President —
hence the large vote for his
supperters (the Unity Party of
Emergencies’ Minister Shoigu
and the Union of Right Farces,
led by former PM Kireenkol.
After Boris Yellsin. it appears,
anyone else will he better.

Few here will raise the ques-
tion: what were the alterna-
tives before Yeltsin? Respon-
ding te the public disenchant-
ment with Soviet Communism,
and the economic disaster of
latter-day perestroika, surely,
the crooked path which led
Yeltsin through IMF patronage
and self-contradiciory foreign
policies has been his unenvi-
able Int, however willingly he
took it. Within this perhaps he
has steered a course as straight
as anyone in such a “transi-
tion” can take. Like all “heroes
of their time”, for Boris Yeltsin
there could be no great
achievements, merely little
successes, There can be no
cheers for siuch an individual.

But there must he-toine recog-
nition of \%'hz%hirn a phe-
nomenon.

-
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Mr Viadimir Putin
— O Ut
UNITED NEWS oF INDIA

MOSCOW, Jan. 8. _ Russian
Communijst Party chairman,

r Gennady Zyuganov, seems
to be the only serious rival that
acting President, Mr Vladimir
Putin, wil] have to conteng
with in the 2¢ March presiden.
tial polls,

The race narrowed down to
these two names after former
Premier, My Yevgeny Prim.
akov, said yesterday he wag
unwilling to ryn,

The Fatherland-A1) Russia
Bloc’s coordinating chairman,
Mr Oleg Morezov, told news-
persons that the party had
decided at jtg presidium meet.-
ing yesterday to support Mr
Putin’s candidature,

aving no one in the Bloc
could command the necessary
votes to win the Presidential
election, Mr Morozov hinted at
the possibility of forming a
Putin-Primakaoy block, whereby
Mr Primakov tould oceupy the

key post of Duma Speako‘rg‘\’

ganov, Puti: head for
““.\ TOP post shootout

Leading Russian political scid ! ,Generals puﬂed

entist, Ms Lilia She\f!.\:r}va,
while appreciating formey
President, Mr Boris Yeltzin's
desire “not to live like g
sponge” in the Kremlin, Says
he has left behing him chronje
crises and numergys mistakes.

If Mr Putin’s rating is high, it
is becauge people are tired of
being ruled by old people, and
feel he is Mr Yeltsin's antipode,
she told the daily Kompe.
molskaya Pravdy,

In the event of My Putin’s vie-
tory, he must take along senior
statesmen like My Luzhkov,
former Premiers, My Sergei
Stepashin and Mr Primakoy,
and My Zyuganov and work
towards amending the constj-.
tution and aholish constitution-
al monarchy, or make the
President, Parliament and gov-
ernment accountable tq each
other, she sajd.

he Russian political scientist
has said that if Mr Putin failed
to deliver 50011, society wil] shy
away from him ang the very
idea of a young, dynami: and
tough leader will be discradit-
ed. Society might ence again
Yearn for a Russian variani of
Deng'Xiaopeng, she added,

But Mr Putin stIll hay g
chance if he announces that
the rules will be the sapw. 7oy
eVery one, and if he manages to
distance himself from “corpora-
tions of power," she says, hint.
Ing at the tyveoons whe opeTat-
ed under the shadow or My
Yeltsin and the first fami]y

Another respected columpiar
Andranik Migranvay. has
pointed out the public irmpres.
sion of Mr Putin: "Yelrain's
hostage "
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out on technica)
grounds: Russia

GROZNY, Jan. 8 _ Acting
Russian Prime Minister, My
Vladimir Putin, insisted today
that his two top combat gener.
als in Chechnya were not
replaced because the govern-
ment was unhappy with their
handling of the wap.

With Russian efforts to cap-
ture Grozny stalled, Lt Gen,
Gennady Troshey and Maj
Gen. Vladimir Shamanov were
returned Friday to the posts
they vecupied before the war,
the deferice Ministry said,

Removing combat cominan-
ders at the height of the mi]j.
tary campaign in Chechnya
suggested government displea-
sure with their failure to take
the capital Grozny or dea] o
decisive blow against the
rebels.

Mr Putin, emerging from an
Orthodox Christmas mass
today, first denjed that any
shuffle had been made at all,
and then said the issue was g
technica] one.

“Russia doesn’t throw away
such generals ag Troshev and
Shamanov. There has been ne
replacement and o replace-
ment has been planned. It is a
technical question.” he said.

Lt Gen. Troshey was replaced
as commander of the eastern
front by his deputy, Maj. Gep,
Sergei Makarov. On the west-
ern front, Maj. Gen. Shamanov
was sidelined in favour of Maj.

Gen, et Verhitzk
frhﬁlexex er I/Z)L//
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s CAMPAIGN FALTERSY

2 Lj% Putin forced to rethink Chechnya? w

ECENT developments in Chechnya suggest that Rusgia
ay not be as well placed as it was. Even a week or so ajo
it had seemed that they had decisive military advantage.
Apparently not any more. First Russia decided that it was
going to suspend operations in Grozny because toxic chemicals
can harm civilians. If we assume that Russia is not deploving
chemical or biological weapons — a reasonable assumption —
then we would have to conclude that they mean that shelling
causes toxicity, which can be harmful. Shelling is indeed
extremely injuricus to health. So there is some doublespeak
being put out — presumably to hide circumstances that are
not all that flattering to the Russia. Russian seldiers also
claim, that Russia is doctoring casualty figures and seriously
underreporting. There is a third factor that suggests that
something is wrong — that is the recent sacking of two gener-
als in charge of the campaign, though Putin has unconvincing-
ly claimed that this is a routine change of command. What all
this adds up to is that the Russian campaign is not absolutely
on: track — and that suspension of attacks on Grozny was dic-
tated by logistical factors not humanitarian ones. Especially
since Russia has not shown great humanitarian concern.

The rebels attacked a town north-east of Grozny, which they
claim they are on the verge of vverrunning. Whether their
claim is authentic cannot be ascertained. But what seems o
he pretty clear is that this Chechen campaign, like the inglori-
ous one last time around, will be much more protracted than
facile Russian optimism would have us believe. Putin will
probably aim to build his election campaign for the presiden-
tial elections around the campaign in Chechnya. If the latter
eampaign becomes protracted, and word that casualty statis-
tics are going up to unacceptable levels gets around, Putin’s
chances can be badly hurt. At the moment Putin’s youth and
air of dynamism gives him high popularity ratings, but he can
hardly take this for granted. The race has narrowed to two
candidates — Putin himself and the Communist Leader
Gennady Zynganov, whose general popularity cannot be
underestimated. This means that Putin cannot rely on divi-
sion of the anti-Yeltsin votes. All this, especially in the context
of international humanitarian concern and the US's interest
in the eil-rich Caucasus, means that Putin may have to

rethink Chechnya and fecus on a political solption At will not
come easily to a former KGB aq:paratchﬂ%)‘k
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more

REUTERS

published its radically
reshaped national security con-
cept today and the document
made clear it had reduced the
threshold for using nuclear
weapons, to counter what it
sees as a growing military
threat. It envisages the poten-
tial use of its vast nuclear arse-
nal “to repel armed aggres-
sion.”

Under the previous national
security doctrine published in
1997 Russia reserved the right
to use nuclear weapons only if
its very existence was threat-
ened.

Russia’s acting President, Mr
Vladimir Putin, signed a
decree on 6 January covering
the new concept setling out
Russia’s views on its strategic
interests and establishing pri-
orities for protecting them.

Few details were made avail-
able at the time, but officials
gald it was a sweeping rewrite
of the 1997 security strategy to
focus more on fighting terror-
ism and organised crime. The
21-page document was pub-
lished today in the weekly mili-
tary newspaper Nezavisimoye
Voyennoye Obozreniye.

The document, which is divid-
ed into four sections and fills
two broadsheet pages, says
Russia remained important but
“a number of states” were try-
ing to weaken and marginalise
it.

“The level and scale of threats
in the military sphere is grow-
ing,” the concept says. It says

ieeih
fo N-poluy

2. W

MOSCOW, Jan. 14. — Russia

oscows main seeurity task is
to deter any attacks, nuclear or
conventional, against Russia
and its allies. “The Russian
federation considers it possible
te use military force to guaran-
tee its national security accord-
ing to the following principles:
the use of all forces and equip-
ment at its disposal, including
nuclear weapons, if it has to
repel armed aggression if all
other means of reselving the
crisis have been exhausted or
proved ineffective,” the concept
says.

This contrasted with the pre-
vious concept published in
1997 which said Russia
reserved the right to use
nuclear weapons only if its
very existence was threatened.

The other principle stated
under the new concept was the
use of force to quell internal
unrest. The document also said
Russia could guarantee its
national interests only if its
economy was in good shape.
“For that reason, Russia’s
national interests in this
sphere are crucial,” it said. The
Russian economy has been in
deep trouble since a financial
crisis in August 1998. The doc-
ument said Russia would pay
more attention to fighting ter-
rorism, the drugs trade and
organised crime.

It said there were two main,
opposing trends in world
affairs. Moscow’s favoured
option was for a “multi-polar”
world with a range of regional ;
powers. The document said the
other trend was for a “unipo-
lar” world dominated by USA..
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Jingoism in Russia,_

\ .

THE ENUNCIATION \(\)f a\new security doctrine by the
Vladimir Putin regime in Rifsia is in line with the acting
President’s growing appeal tov aggressive nationalism. Ever
since he has been at the helm of affairs, his popularity has
soared thanks to his war against Islamic separatists in
Dagestan and Chechnya as also because of his pledge to con-
trol the corrupt Russian bureaucracy. No wonder the new
security doctrine emphasises the need to fight crime, corrup-
tion and terrorism. While it is not casy to take on the former
apparatchiks who have a firm hold on the economy, Mr Putin
scems to be close to winning the war in Chechnya. The
Caucasus region is vital for Russia as it is a major source of oil
and gas. It is also on the way to the Caspian Sea. No govern-
ment worth its salt can afford to allow this region to fall into
enemy hands. Mr Putin has also let the world know that
Moscow has its own claim to world power status. Besides, he
has made his preferences clear as to who are his poten-
tial allies and who pose a challenge to Moscow’s regional
and global ambitions.

Although Russia has now reduced the threshold for using
nuclear weapons to counter a military threat, it is not clear who
poses such a threat to Moscow. Surely, it is not contemplating
using nuclear weapons against the Chechen rebels. Perhaps it
is just a display of jingoism which is a politically correct move
at the time of elections. Few will dispute, however, the need to
guell internal subversion. The Taliban's recognition of
Chechnya has further exposed the designs of international
forces inimical to Russia, which is wrestling with a mercenary
war in Chechnya similar to what India is facing in Kashmir.
Multi-ethnic societies have become special targets for Islamic
fundamentalism. Mr Putin has given enough hints that Russia
should not be regarded as a soft state. He seems to be telling
the world that the emperor may have no clothes, but he
is still the emperor.
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Rebels stop
Russian
uilvunce

in Grozny

Ut

T

CROENY. ban. 20, -~ Chechen
pit wdp tough fights in
2wt Lirazny taday, pre-
= Husstan troops from
ing i several parts of
wined capital and killing
Tin surprise attacks
foonn the pear.

v perthwestern Grozny, scl-
fe eoald net advance an inch
t heavy Chechen sniper
S from nine-story buildings
i, The alstrict

Tanks firad salvo after salvo
-1t the buildings. shrouding Lhe
’nfi“(‘ area in smoke, while
 helicepter gunships
313;1;111; vverhead fired mis-
wles it the Chechen positions.
My Bizlan Gantamirov. com-
mander of a pro-Muoescow
Chechon foree also fighting in
sthowestern Groznyv, told
stas Har-Tass NEWs Agency
ihal the battles were Yextreme-
v besy” and that some city
wvere constantly chang-

ASSUCIATED PRESS

gian

in Grozav. sguads
T :uf'zmt}": nackad by
aaf tlacks andg  massive
Ay barrages also tried to
wige well-entrenched rehels
i the centre. the military
d

Federal commanders gave no
il of hoow the fighting
ng il"d reporied onn
sidiers killed and 1%

Lo sidil

ouided }'Bbl-el Aay.
But some officers said that
ahovt 20 cwembers o a simgle

den! o sorth-western
had  been killea
.ug]‘t when rebels sneaked
ch 3ewage tunneis ro
trike the Russians in the rear
The militants escaped.

e Chechen separatists were
clinging to haildings they had

fortiited and eh

1pﬂed with
unde:g passages,
Russian soidiers jaid, Small
groups ui militanis\were oper-
ating in parts of Grizny nomi-

; the

nally  coviroiled § by
Russian~ NTV levision
reported.

Federal forces, backed by air

bambardments. have been
pushing intoe downtown Grozny
{roin sevoral divections, trying
Lo syueene separatist fightors
into a tighlening cirele.

About 30 separstists were
kilied and some 100 were
wounded vesterday. said Col.
Galdar Gadzhivev of the
Rugsian military command in
neighboring Dagestan. A
Russian tank was destroved,
the military said

Groeny has been a bastion of
rebel resistance throughout the
fonr-month war, and its cap-
twre winld holster the Russian
forces atter a number of sur-
prige connterattacks by the
rebefs 1n Bussian-controtled
teiritory

The Huazian insistence or
taking Grogny, which has a
mare symboebic than strategic
meaning, appeared part of the
K in'= predicted scenaric of
vading the campaign by iate .
Febhruary ov eariy March,
shead of Russia’s 26 March
presidential elections.

Coniinued bleodshed could
dent the elecioral chances of
acting Pre dem Viadimir
Putin, Ru zoisimeava
ezt znid foguy
“Tentativeiy in VMarch. Moscow
Higinee the completion of
> L LOrTOrist eperation.
Gtherwise, the whole election
campaign would lese is logic..
by all appearances. large-scale
combat actions will indeed
stop. 1t wrote.

as ;
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Moscow on alert
as Chechen* "

. \
contlict worse

Fred Weir
Maoscow, January 28

OSCOW AND  other
MRUSSiHll cities have been

placed under an intensi-
tied security regime amid worries
that the worsening conflict in
Chechuya could rautate into fresh
terror attacks against "soft” targets
in Russia.

Thousands of interior troops and
spectal anti-terrorist police have
been brought into Moscow to bol-
ster militia patrols around — train
stations, stadiums, bridges, shop-
ping centres and other areas —
where large numbers of civilians
congregate.

The order to step up vigilance
was given by acting President
Vladimir Putin.

Putin had warned that Chechen
guerrillas could seek to extend
their four-month old war against
federal forces in Chechnya by tar-
geting vulnerable Russian popula-
tion zones.

Russia was hit by a wave of apart-
ment bombings in September,
which killed almost 300 people in
Maoscow and many other cities.

The Federal Security Service says
it has identified eight suspects in
the blasts.

All the eight suspect, it says, were
trained in "terrovist camps” in
Chechnya.

"The police and security organs
are taking additional precautions
against possible terrorist acts in
several urban areas.” a spokesman
for the Federal Security Service
said.

The move comes amid signs that
the war against breakaway
Chechnya has become bogged
duwn and is exacting a heavy toll
on Russian servicemen.

The Defence Ministry
announced this week that casual-
tics among Russian troops are

V6
S

much higher than previously
admitted.

Seniot officers quoted by the
Interfax agency said that 1,173 sol-
diers have been killed since fight-
ing began in October.

That is almost twice the number
previously given, and it does not
include servicemen of the Interior
Ministry forces, who do much of
the dangerous cleaning up and
pacification work behind the front
lines.

Despite many optimistic claims
over the past month, the Russian
operation to seize Grozny appears
to be faltering.

Military experts say about 2,500
rebels are deeply entrenched in the
city centre and making use of
bunker and tunnel systems that are
virtually impervious to Russian
heavy weapons,

"The main problem of the
Russian forces is that we lack
enough well-trained infantry to do
the serious house-to-house fight-
ing," says Pavel Felgenhauer, an
independent military analyst.

"The Chechens are masters at
this kind of combat, while we
throw mostly raw recruits at them.
So, our casualties are climbing and
the war is dragging on".

The worsening war news has so
far not affected the populararity of
acting President Vladimir Putin,
the leading contender in
Presidential elections slated tor
March 26. )

"All cur surveys show Putin way
out in front, even though he is con-
sidered the person responsible for
the war m Chechnya," says
Viadimir Petukhov, an analyst with
the Institute of Social and National
Problems in Moscow.

"He seems to be made of teflon.
Russians want to helieve he will
solve all our problems, and they
don't seem to care about a little bit
of bad news from Chechnya”.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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Putin says Chechen rebellion
must be crushed decisively

Fred Weir {/\‘ﬁ\/\ v /\ \
Moscow, January 29 o \
RUSSIA'S ACTING President Vladimir, Putin
warned at the weekend that separatist rebel\ion in
Chechnya must be decisively crushed or it will lé\ar the

Russian Federation apart.

Speaking at the St Petersburg funecral of Major-
General Mikhail Malofevev, the first Russian General
to die in combat since 1945, Mr Putin on Friday
slammed Western critics and said the country must
step up its sacrifices for the sake of unity. "Whenever
Russia weakened in the past, diabolical forces
appeared and tried tu tear her to pieces,” Mr Putin
said. "But thev never succeeded because common
Russians -- soldiers and civilians -- stood up for their
Matherland against them."

Gen Malofeyev was killed while trying to rally his
troops, after being ambushed by rebels, on the out-
skirts of the Chechen capital of Groziny on Jan 17. His
body was recovered two days later, riddled with bul-
lets. "Unfortunately it is the best people who die,” Mr
Putin said. "They die because they do not hide behind
their compades’ backs. This was the case with Mikhail
Yurievieh Malofevev. He did not die in vain”,

The funeral came amid a storm of bad news for the
Kremlin. Mr Putin's popularity rating has taken a
tumble for the first time since he was appointed Prime
Minister last August and later raised to acting
President by the New Year's resignation of former
President Boris Yeltsin,

According to a poll taken last week by Russia's lead-
ing public opinion agency, VISIOM, Mr Putin's pop-
ularity has fallen back to 49 per cent from 55 per cent
a weck previously.

Presidential polls are slated for March 26, and Mr
Putin is st1ill regarded as the almost certain winner.

But analysts say Mr Putin's public approval rating is
closely tied to battlefield results in Chechnya, and
those are turning grim.

Despite repeated Russian claims that Grozay would
be taken within "a matter of days", the city's centre
appears solidly under control of highly-mobile, urban
warfare-wise Chechen rebel groups. There is also a
renewed threat of terror directed at Russian civilians,
which has prompted intensified security.

A top guerrilla leader, the Arab-born Emir Khattab,
said last week that his men were prepared to "strike

Aot only any city in Chechnya, but any city in Russia as

" well”.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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Fresh from a
resounding poll
victory, the Russian
President, Mr.
Viadimir Putin’s most
challenging
immediate task will
be to tackle Russia’s
oligarchs and break
their cozy relationship
with the bureaucrats,
writes
VLADIMIR RADYUHIN,

AST WEEK, Russia turned

a page in its post-Soviet

history with the election

of Mr. Viadimir Putin as
its new President. The largely-
expected convincing victory of
Mr., Putin. whao scored 52 per
cent of the votes against 29 per
cent for his communist rival, Mr.
Gennady Zyuganov, was a vole in
favour of putting an end w
chaos, corruption and economic
disarray that marked the eight-
year rule of Mr. Boris Yelisin, bt
at the same time 1 was a vote
against refurning o a cornmunist
past,

Mr. Puiin. who showed his
steely hand in crushing Chechen
rebels. won the hearts of
Russians craving for a strong
leader, law and order. People
backed him because he is
everything his predecessor was
not. Whereas Mr. Yeltsin was
Impulsive and unpredictable, Mr.
Putin is pragmatic, reserved, and
self-disciplined. Mr. Yeitsin was a
hard drinker, Mr. Purin is a near
tectataller. Mr. Yelisin was ald
and il Mr. Putin is voung and
robust, boasting a black belt in
judn. For Mr. Yeltsin ascension
to the Kremlin throne was the
pinnacle of a life-long career. for
Mr. Putin it is the beginning of a
long road. A fiery ant-
communist has yielded place (o a
disciplined pragmatist. For Mr.
Yeltsin power was an end in
itself, for Mr. Putin it is an
instrument to achieve a goal.

What are his goals? The media
has dubbed Mr. Putin, a former
KGB officer catapulted from
obscure Kremlin official to
President-elect in the space of
ane yedr, a “'black box” because
he is yet to spell out his plans in
detaii. The President-clect
cdmpaigned on a plattorm of
restoring a strong state governed

;m turn Russia aroun\df/

The Russian President, M. Viadimir Putin... will his writ run?

by law and building a social-
oriented market economy. In
foreign policy, he preaches
putting Russia's relations with
other countries on & more
business-like, pragmaric footing
to help economic revival at
home.

Mr. Putin said his ultimate
goal was 1o raise people’s well-
being by promaoting stable
economic growth, This requires
massive investments into
Russia's aging industries, which
in turn calls for political stability.
“There will be no majar
investment until we have a solid
political system, stability and a
strong Government defending
the market and creating
favourable conditions for
investient,” Mr. Putin said in a
recent interview,

Mr. Putin will need to overturn
Mr. Yeltsin's “divide-and-rule”
method, which allowed the ex-
President to govern during his
long bouts of ill health. The new

President is expected to end
rivalry between the Kremtlin
administration and the Cabinet
of Ministers and restore central

authority by curbing the runaway

powers of regional bosses, who
have taken full advantage of Mr.
Yeltsin's ill-advised offer to “take
as much authority as you can
digest”. Mr, Putin is also
determined to fight rampant
carruption and cut Lo size
Russia’s oligarchs who grabbed
much of Russia's natural
respurees and gained undue
political influence under Mr.
Yeltsin.

Many analysts say that tackling
these daunting tasks in a country
as vast and diverse as Russia,
especially after years of chaos,
will be impossible without
reverting to authoritarian rule.
Optimists predict that Mr, Putin
could rurn out 10 be Russia’s Do
Gaulle. “'Like De Gauiie, Putin
caine to pawer at a time of chaos
and anarchy. He enjoys the

THE HINDU
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support of most elite groups 'md
a majority of the population. And
his prescription for Russia is very
similar to what De Gaulle
proposed — rapid modernisation
under a regime of personal
power and guided democracy,”
said Mr. Serget Markov of the
Institute of Political Studies. "It
should be a very limited and
‘tender’ autharitarian regime,
ane that can lead us to normal
democracy in the near future.”

Pessimists fear that Mr. Putin’s
announced “dictatorship of law”
will in eftect be simply a
dictatorship, a police state in
which the whim of the President
or his administration will be the
law. they say the bloody military
operalien in Chechnya is the firs
sign of things to come. However,
most experts agree that Mr. Putir
does not need fo resort to
dictatorship. He has inherited
vast censtitutional powers which
enahled Mr. Yelisin o rule like a
tsar while retaining all the
trimmings of a democratic state.
In fact, authoritarian-guided
democracy is already in place in
Russia, as evidenced by the
installation of Mr. Putin in the
Kremlin as Mrt. Yeltsin’s chosen
successor and the Kremlbin-
manipulated victory of the pro-
Government Unity party in the
parliamentary polls in December,

Indications are that Mr. Putin’s
authoritarian rule will take
civilised forms. Unlike Mr,
Yeltsin, who loved head-on
confrontations with his enemies,
Mr. Putin prefers compromise.
He has quietly persuaded the
country's mast restive regional
harons, Mr. Mintimir Shaimiyev
of Tatarstan and My, Murtaza
Rakhimov of Bashkortastan, to
resume paying taxes to the
lederal budget, which they
stopped deing under Mr. Yeitsin.
He has indicated his willingness
to cut deals with the
communists, saying that their
strong performance in the
parliamentary and presidential
clections dictated the need to
pursue policies that would be
“maore halanced and directed
towards lifting the real standard
of living of ordinary people”,

Mr. Putin’s most challenging
imniediate task will be to tackle
ltussia’s oligarchs and break their
epzy relationship with the
bureaucrats, The first test of Mr.
Putin's strength wilt come when
he names a new Government in
about six weeks time. The
Cubinet lineup will show whether
i1e hias been able to get rid of
people linked to various business
groups and the notorious
“Kremlin family"" which helped
him win the elections.



_—Putin vows to keep | _
wo-'muclear might 7|

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, APRIL 1. Inn his first public address since be-
ing elected Russia’s President, Mr. Vladimir Putin
vowed to keep a strong nuclear deterrent but also
called for deeper arms cuts.

““We must increase the effectiveness of our nuclear
deterrence potential,” Mr. Putin said in televised re-
marks during a one-day visit to Chelyabinsk-70, a
nuclear research and production centre in the Urals
Mountains on Friday. It was Mr. Putin’s first trip
outside Moscow after his triumphant victory in last
Sunday’s elections.

He told a meeting of atomic industry chiels in the
secret Siberian town that nuclear weapons had
“strategic importance” for Russia's “ubility (o de-
fend itself from aggression.”

“We will retain and strengthen Russia’s nuclear
weapons and its nuclear industry,” Mr. Putin said.

Russia's Defence Minister, Marshal igor Sergeyev,
who travelled with Mr. Putin to the Urals, an-
nounced plans to rearm nuclear submarines and
perfect the new long-range nuclear missile Topol-M,
whose deployment began last year.

At the same time, Mr. Putin insisted that he was
not advocating a new arms race or expanding Rus-
sia’s nuclear arsenal and promised to redouble Gov-
ernment efforts 1o get Parliament ratify the START-11
arms reduction treaty.

"We are not talking about increasing weapons
which we have a surplus of anyway. We are talking
about enhancing the country’s security and reliabil-

Mr. Putih said. “Bussia
shedd talks on burther cus
1 b e der toomake 1he

SRS I R TITA

ity of ils nuclear shield
holds and will continme 1
in strategic offensive weo
world safer and nd o ame

The 19930 STARY ) rean calls Tor e drnied
States and Pussia to roughh halve thuir nue RIRRE
nals 1o 2000 ¢ 3,500 warbiowds eacls, The treaty wus
ratified by e .5, Senate i 1996, bul Russian law-
makers babked atl endorsing the pact, linking it 1o
Washingren's renunciation of plans to deplov an an-
ti-bailistic missile systern. I'ndtowing the efection at &
new Parliament in December, which iy foval to the
Kremlin, chances of S0 2 rmodication have great-
ly improved.

Mr, Puiin promised woale
1% 50 millicass o lnasc: - ooversion of some nuclear
defence plants oo soduction Thiswilibe the
fiTst time i reees L aty majas hands hove
been carnzarked lor the puipaose,

The Russian feader also pledged to help marker
Russian nudear echnology worldwide, rellerating
Mascow's retection of 1S demands w0 volf back
Russian nuclear cooperiees with fran.

i 1.0 billion roibies

e wiid pro LI rerests 1y eiobal fndr-
kets. g e it Rossia from
those v o Tabsely Tormuhued

vatiies i seedd whiesy asked about prospecis
of conperanon with Trase.

Russia’'s Nuclear Power Joisteer, Moo Yevgeny
Adamuoy, said later Tran had asked Russia to huild
another three reactors in addition 1o the one being
constructed in that country At present,
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/USSM 11AS embarked on

a sweeping reshaping of

its relations with the for-

mer Sovier states, aban-
doning attempts to breathe life
into the moribund Common-
wealth of Independent States in fa-
vour of building an alliance with
its ciusest allics on the basis of
sharcid intercsts. The new strategy
is likely to aggravate splits in the
(15, a loose grouping of 12 out of
15 ex-Soviet republics, but may al-
$0  §lart  economnic  integration
among at least some of the CIS
members,

Mecting in Astana, capital of Ka-
zakhstan, carlier this month the
Presidents of Russia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Belarus,
sef up a new econamic trade zonc,
the Furasian Economic Comrmuni-
1y. The five countries agreed to
gradually pull down econemic
harriers and encourage free move-
ment of goods, capital and work-
force. Russin showed willingness
o put up with certain economic
losses resulting from the opening
of the domestic market to its part-
ners. Moscow also forfeited the
right to dominate the grouping, al-
though it will control 40 per centof
the votes in the new union.

A day after they formed the Fur-
astan Economic Community the
five fortner Soviel states, juined by
Armenia, another Russian  ally,
met in Bishkek, capital of Kyrgyz-
slan, to resuscitate the 1992 Col-
jective Security Treaty. The six
nations resolved to set up a rapid
deployment military force o re-
pulse both external aggression and
internal insurgency. Moscow also
agreed 1o supply weapons to its al-
lies at the same discount the Rus-
siam army gets them, ot at nearly
hall the price they fetch in the in-
ternational market.

The bew attempt al economic
and military integration is driven
above all by shared fears of the
growing threat of Islamic funda-
mentalism in Central Asia. The Ta-
liban's recent military gains in
Afphanistan and islamist incur-
sinns into post-Soviet Central Asia
have convinced Moscow that it
will be cheaper to make the states
in the region strong enough to
stand up to the threat of religious
extremism and terrnrism  than
fight it on Russian territory.

Russia's move to build a mini-
union witlsin the €18 has met with
protests from other members of
the Commonwealth. “Several
countries got together and an-
nounced the community, and

ussia has embarked
on a sweeping
reshaping of its
relations with
the former Soviet
republics, says
VIADIMIR RADYUHIN.

what about the others,” Ukraine’s
President, Mr. Leonid Kuchma,
complained at a news conference
during a recent visit to Uzbekistan,
“We ask ourselves, why haven’'t we
heen invited?”

The Ukrainian leader of course
knows the answer: since the break-
up of the Spviet Union in 1991 Uk-

«vineClosing ranks Vv

NATOQ, From the start it favoured
closer economic, political and mil-
itary cooperation with the West.

The establishment of the Eur-
asian Economic Community and
rekindling of the Collective Securi-
tv Treaty has highlighted a split in
the Ci58 into pre-Russia and pro-
NATO camps. The President of Uz-
bekistan, Mr. lslam Karimov, re-
fused to attend the Moscow-led
summits in Kazakhstan and Kyr-
gvzstan and played host instead to
the Ukrainian President. The two
leaders vowed to cement military
and political ties between their
countries and branded the Eur-
asian LEconomic Community a
“still-born"* creation built on “illu-
sory foundations'.

Under Mr. Putin, Moscow has
adopted distinctly different poli-

7

would cost Ukraine many millions
of dollars in lost gas transit reve-
nues,

At the same time Moscow is not
turning its back on these countries
or folding up cooperation with
them. It has just made it clear they
can no longer count on Yeltsin-era
largesses, when he could write off
a multi-billion debt to Ukraine just
for the pleasure of calling its leader
a friend and strategic ally. During a
meeting with the Ukrainian Presi-
dent last week, Mr, Putin agreed to
continue supplying Ukraine with
oil and gas on condition that the
piling debts of Ukrainian energy
companies be converted into
Kiev's sovereign debt. Moscow has
also agreed to supply new weap-
ons to Uzbekistan, repair its Sovi-
et-made hardware and train its
military, but the latter will pay in

The Russian President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, with leaders of some of the other former Soviet republics
during their meeting in Bishkek, capital of Kyrgyzstan,

raine has been drifting away from
Russia and opposed any CIS ac-
cords that could hamper this proc-
ess. Last year Ukraine set up a
NATO-oriented security arrange-
ment with Georgia, Uzbekistan,
Azerbaijan, which refused to pro-
long the Collective Security Treaty
with Russia, as well as Moldova.

The new alliance, GUUAM,
which drew its abbreviation frem
the first letiers of its member-
states’ names, was formally estab-
lished in Washington in May 1939
where its leaders attended celebra-
tions of the 50th anniversary of

cics towards the two camps within
the CIS, It has agreed to increase
by half the amount of cil Kazakh-
stapn can pump for export through
Russian pipelines and allowed Be-
larus to repay its debts for Russian
oil with commaodities.

At the same time Russia’s Lukoil
major has pulled out of a consorti-
urn of Western-led companies that
are planning to build oil and gas
pipelines from Azerbaijan to Tur-
key and the Russian natural gas
monepoly, Gazprom, has drawn
up plans to build 4 pipeline to Eu-
rope bypassing Ukraine. This

T 1 INDU
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hard currency and will not enjoy
discounts avaijlable to members of
the Collective Security Pact.

There is a risk that Moscow’s dif-
ferentiated policy towards differ-
ent CIS states may further alienate
some, but success of the Kremiin's
new strategy will ultimately de-
pend on speedy economic recov-
ery in Russia, signs of which are
already in evidence. Kremlin strat-
egists hope this will generale
growth in the other member-states
of the Eurasian Economic Com-
munity and encourage more CIS
countries to join the union. /
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USSIA’S FUTURE is by no means

assured. The reason does not lie

inn the economy’s fundamentals

but in Russians’ own confusion
about how the turnaround took place
and, therefore, their uncertainty about
how to sustain it. The uncertainty is mir-
rored by the near universal lack of belief
that the good news will continue, As late
as May, despite a 6.8 per cent growth in
the first quarter, the most optimistic pre-
diction for the year was a GI}P growth of
5.2 per cent. The return of good times has
revived the conflict over what policies
Russia should follow in the future. To
many peoples’ surprise, despite the spec-
tacular failure of their policies in 1998, the
liberal reformers are neither down nor
out, The President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
has picked some of his closest advisers —
the Economic Adviser, Mr. Andrei Ilario-
nov, the Deputy Prime Minister for Fi-
nance, Mr. Alexei Kudrin, and  the
Minister for Economics, Mr. German Gref
— fromy the ranks of the “Si. Petersburg
lierals”. Liberal prescriptions are also
being broadrast virtually day and night
by the print and andio-visual media
(which arc mostly owned by Russia’s new
business tycoons, the oligarchs), by cor-
porate economists, and western advisers
and analysts. These advantages have en-
abled the liberals 1o seize the high ground
and sct the agenda for economic policy
once again. But this time they are meet-
ing stiff oppaosition.

The focal point of debate is a 10-year
eronomic reconstruction plan prepared
by the Centre for Straregic Research,
which was headed till he became a Minis-
ter by Mr. Gref. The Gref Plan calls {or a
further sharp reduction through privati-
sativn of health, eduacational and social
expenditures by 30 per cent in the next
terr vears; privatisation of Russia’s re-
maining 24,000 state-owned enterprises;
hreaking up and privatisation of public
utilities such as the railways and United
Energy System, the cnergy supply mo-
nopoly: a comprechensive restructuring of
the banking system to make it capable of
giving medium term loans for invest-
ment, something that virtually no private
bank does today; allowing bankrupt or

By Prem Shankar Jha

poorly managed banks to fail or be
hought out by their competitors; making
sweeping reforms Lo the taxation system
and enacting and refining laws to permit
bankruptey, foreclosure, and retrench-
,ment of surplus labour.

Not surprisingly the Gret Plan has be-
come the focus of bitter controversy in
Russia, between the vast silent majority
that has suffered grievously in the past
ten years and now wants above all else a
respite from uncertainty and fear, and a
vocal minority that wants o use the pre-
sent respite from stress to complete the
transition to a capitalist paradise even if

providing and even enhancing social sv-
curity in the short and mediom wrm, di-
luted the proposals for banking reform,
and instead of forcing changes n it that
would gnmediatgly make it capable of
meeting the ecopemy’s need for invest-
ment capital, placed this responsibility
on two State fnvestment bank set up after
the 1998 crash, the Russian Development
Bank and the Rosselkolkoz bank, a bank
to finance investment in agriculture.

On two issues, however, Mr. Putin is
one with the liberals. These are tax re-
forms and the need to restructure the
massive state menopolies in the public

The unresolved conflict between liberals and
conservatives threatens to do the most harm

in day-to-day making of policy.

this nyears some more reduction in so-
cialist lfe support systems, and increased
labour sedundancy in the short run.

Mr. Putin who was elected by the sitent
majority because he was seen to be a
‘professional’ whe had remained untaint-
cd by links with cither the mafia or the
oligarchs and promised to restore ‘the
dictatorship of law’, is admirably suited to
play the role of the recanciler. For apart
from the above virtues, he is also uni-
versity educated, speaks four languages,
and comes from St. Petershurg, citadel of
liberalism. Not long after he was elected
he summed up his philosophy in a phrase
that has become famous throughout Rus-
siar “He who does not regret the passing
of sodialism has no heart, but he who
wanls to bring it back has no head™.

Mr. Putin accepted the Gref plan in
principie and signalled his support for
continuing reform by bringing the author
into his Cabinet. But then went about sys-
tematically diluring its rigours. Based on
the Plan, called the “"Main Guidelines for
a Loung-Term Perspective” the Govern-
ment brought out its own Plan called the
“Plan tor Top Priority ineasures for 206(-
2001". The dilferences between this doc-
uraent and the original plan would be re-
dious to report. [t is sufficient to say that
the latter maintained the States role in

atilities and complete (he privatisation
process. He has already gor the Duma to
pass a new tax code with only four chap-
ters held up for further discussion. The
reforms already enacted include a 13 per
cent flat rate of income tax, and the re-
duction of a-number of other nominai
rates of tax (which svere very high but sel-
dom enforced) with a simultaneous clo-
sure of loopholes. Preliminary steps have
been taken to break up some of the state
monopelies, but here as in privatisation,
Mr. Putin is not in a hurry.

it is pot in the framing of long term
goals and structural reforms that the un-
resolved conflict between the fiberals and
conservatives threatens o do the most
harm, but in jts effect on the day-to-day
making of policy. The potential for harm
is most evident in the realms of exchange
rate palicy, linance and industrial recon-
struction. Needless to say, the three are
closely interlinked. The key issue being
debated today is how to cope with the
adverse side effects of the oil bonanza.
The rrade surplus has risen by 130 per
cent so far. The Central Bank continues to
buy 75 per cent of all export doilars to
bolster reserves, but the roubles it is re-
leasing into the market as it buvs dollars
are pushing up prices.

But a higher rate of inflation with a

steady nominal exchange rate will mean a
redl appreciation of the rouble against
other currencies. Everyone helieves that
this does not pose any threat to Russian
exparts, but prescriptions on how 1o
‘neutralise’ the cxcess roubles  differ
sharply. One school of liberals argues that
the Bank should let Russians hold up w
a0 per cent of their export earnings in
doilars instead of the present 25 per cent.
This will reduce the inflow of dollars into
the Russian Central Bank. A second —
which incluues Mr. Kudrin — advocates
sterilising some of the additional money
supply by using the massive increase in
tax revenues to pay back some of the debt
o the Russian Central Bank that the Gov-
ernment incurred during the period of
uyrowing insolvency.

Vhat no one is looking at is the impact
af rouble appreciation not 0w exports but
en imports, I the rauble gets sufficiently
suong for imports (o start displating do-
mestic products, the revival of Russian in-
dustry will be endangerad, No one knows
at what value of the rouble in real terms
imports will start hurting domestic indus-
trv once mere. What is more, it will affect
not just consumer goods buc the revival of
the capital goods industries too. Today,
an estimated 60 per cent of the capital
stock inherited from the Soviet Union is
warn gut. New investiment has been run-
ning at barcly half of the replacement lev-
el. A huge market is thus developing for
capital gouds. The future of the Soviet
economy will in all probability depend
upon whether this dermand is met by in-
digenous industry or imports.

Surprisingly, ne one is suggesting, at
teasl in print, that the scope tor remone-
tising the economy and thus increasing
dentand without causing inflation is not
exhausted and therefore that the Govern-
ment should use its windfal) tax revenues
to pay off the remaining wage arrears and
raise sadaries and pensions above the sub-
sistence level, [n all tikelihoad, increasing
Governmeny expenditare will lead 1o fas
ter growth without much additional in-
flationary pressure, It remains to be seen
which way Mr. Putin will eventually lean.

» . [y
enrefuded]



i

,//
/
7 u‘ﬁ 0

3

-i

e e

o Putin.. tightening grip

The Russian President, Mr. Viadimir Putin, at a meeting of the State Council... cracking down.

HE RUSSIAN President, Mr, Vladimir

Putin, is demonstrating growing

determination to gather all reins of

power into his hands and uproot the
cotrupt bureaucracy which has emerged in
Russia during the ten-year-long rule of his
predecessor, Mr. Boris Yeltsin. Just hours
before voting booths apened in the Kursk
region last weekend, a local court struck the
Governor, Mr. Alexander Rutskot, from the
hailot and prevented him from é;u ning for
re- election. _ ') ¥

1t is the first time in Russia’s podt-Soviet
histery that an incumbent regionallleader
was disqualified from elections. Mr} Rutskot
was found guilty of abusing office tb gain an
advantage in the race and falsely reporiing
his assets to the election commissioh, A
former air force general and hero of the
Afghan war, Mr. Rutskoi, served as Mr.
Yeltsin's Vice- President in 19931-1993, then
led a parliamentary revolt against Mr.
Yeltsin in September-October 1993, which
the president crushed with troops and
tanks. After a bricf imprisonment Mr.
Rutskoi was granted an amnesty and was
elected Governor of Kursk, his home
province, in 1996. Since then he has become
embroiled in numerous corruption scandals.
iis two brothers and top aides have been
charged with fraud and emberzzlement and
he himself has come under investigation for
buying a § 1-miftion flat in Moscow and
appointing relatives to lucrative Government
jobs.

Mr. Putin has denied any Kremlin
involvement in Mr. Rutskoi’s removal, but it
is impossible to imagine a local court in
Russia challenging an incumbent Governor
without strong prodding from Moscow. By
taking Mr. Rutskoi from the race the
Kremtlin sent a double message 1o regional
Governors: do not try to build an opposition
front to Mr. Putin’s reforms and be more
concerned with the national gend than with
stuffing one’s pockets. in a further warning
to regional bosses, police last week arrested
a depury head of the Smolensk Region
accusing him of emhezzlement and invited
for questioning the Governor of Chukotka
region, Mr. Alexander Nazarov, suspected of -
«ax gvasion and abuse of office.

Mr. Rutskoi was knocked off at a time
when some Governors became more
cutspoken in their gpposition fo Mr. Putin’s
attempts to reimpose Moscow's control over
the regions. Shortly after taking over as
Russia’s President in May, Mr. Putin

-installed his overlords to supervise the

regions and steamrolled through Parliament
Bills to strip Governors of their seats in the
Upper House, the Federation Council, and
of the immunity they enjoyed as legislators.
Mr. Putin set up an advisory State Counvil
comprising all regional bosses to
compensate them for the loss of
parliamentary seats, but they were
unimpressed.

Last weck, the Governors prepared to vote
in the Upper House on a proposal to lodge
a complaint with the country’s apex judicial
bady, the Constitutional Court, against Mr.
Putin's laws curbing their powers. The
exemplary punishment of Mr. Rutskoi, a
strong supporter of the move, discouraged
other Governors from challenging the
President.

The Kursk Governor became the first
victim in Mr. Putin’s campaign to remove
scandalously corrupt, inept or disloyal
regional bosses in the course of this fall’s
election campaign in half of Russia’s 89
regions. The Kremlin chose to remove Mr.
Rutskol from the race because it feared that
none of his rivals was strong enough to
defeat the incumbent, In many gther
regions, the Centre feels no need to resort
to such a drastic measure as its candidates
are hot favourites to win the elections.

Mr. Vladimir Putin needs
political control over the
regions to rebuild Russia’s
economy... But, his crackdown
on regional leaders also helps
eliminate any threats to his
re-election, says
VLADIMIR RADYUHIN.
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In some regions, the Kremlin has fielded

- candidates from the military and Federat

Security Service, or FSB. They include the

Commander of the 58th army and a
Chechen war veteran, lieutenant General

; Vladimir Shamanov in Ulvanovsk Region,

Commander of the Baltic Fleet, Admiral
Vladimir Yegorov, in Kaliningrad, Lieutenant
General in the border troops Viktor Voitenko
in Chita, General Teterin in the Republic of
Mary-El, and FS8B Generals Viktor Surzhikov
in Kursk and Viadimir Kulakov in Voronezh.
Most of them stand 4 gowd chance of
coming on top because they are running in
distress regions where popular discontem is
high and their military background meets
people’s longing for stvong leadership.

The election of disciplined military men
as Governors will strengthen the hand of
presidential envoys appointed by Mr. Putin
to supervise the regions. Five out of seven
envoys come from the ranks of the FSB,
police and military. They preside over seven
newly-formed federal districts which mirrar
Russia’s seven military districts. Regional
branches of law enforcement agencies have
been made accountable (o the envoys, and
their cantrol aver the regions is expected to
grow when they become respaonsible for
disbursing federal subsidies.

Yer, the battle for control of the regions is
far from over. Regional leaders, who used 1o
rule their territories like feudal serfdoms
during the presidency of Mr. Boris Yeltsin,
are some of the most powerfut political
figures in Russia. They control local
industry, patural resources and regional
media and can still pur up a formidable
challenge to the Kremlin. But if the Kremlin
wins the current round of gubernatorial
elections, consolidated opposition from
regional teaders will no longer be paossible.

Mr. Putin needs political control aver the
regions in order to rebuild the economy
devastated by ten years of Mr. Yeltsin's ruie,
It is a challenging job that will obviously
take longer than the four-vear presidential
term Mr. Putin has ahead of him. So his
crackdown on regional leaders also serves
the purpose of eliminating a possible threat
ta his re- election in four vears time.

|



_~~ Russia bids farewell to
Kursk victims
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By Viadimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, OCT. 29, More bodies
from the sunken Kursk submanjne as Russian
officials pledged to raise the ship and deter-
mine the cause of the disaster.

Russian and Norwegian divers recovered
on Sunday several more bodies from the

Kursk Iying on seabed in the Barents Sea at
the depth of 108 metres, the Itar-Tass news
reported.

The bodies were pulled out of the rear
eighth and ninth compartments of the craft,
where 23 people are known to have taken
shelter after two powerful blasts sank the
boat. Itar- Tass did not say how many bodies

A man lays floweré at a coffin of ane of the 118 seamen, who were killed when the
Russian nuclear gibmarine Kursk sank, as the coffin is transported atop an APC during a
memoridl service at the ship’s home port of Severomorsk, on S+#day. — AP

A

had heen recovered, but Russian television
cited unofficial reports saying two bodies had
been lified. Four bodies retrieved carlier were
flown Sunday to the Kursk's home port of
Severomarsk, where a memorial service was
held for 118 sailors who had died aboard the
submarine,

Addressing the grieving relatives of the
Kursk crew, the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr.
Ilva Klebanov, promised to establish the
cause of the tragedy. “We cannot say today
what exactly caused the submarine to sink,
but we will find out the answer and the fam-
ilies of the crew will be the first to know,” said
Mr, Klebanov, whao is in charge of investiga-
tion into the Kursk sinking. Mr. Klebanov
said the remains of all the crew
members would be recovered and the sub-
marine itself would be raised from the floor
of the Arctic sea.

Speaking at the memorial service, the De-
fence Minister, Marshal 1gor Sergeyev, asked
forgiveness from the relatives of Kursk c’r%r,’
which he called the best in ithe Russian%Sub-
marine fieet, ""The death of the Kursk crew is
irreplaceable lass," the defence chief said. "It
is essential to establish the cause of the catas-
trophe o avoid its repetition.”

Meanwhile, the President, Mr. Vladimir
Putin, attended a memorial service in Mos-
cow on Sunday for victims of another catas-
trophe in the Russian armed forces that killed
83 people. On Wednesday night, a military
transport aircraft with officers and their fam-
ilies returpning from holidays to a Russian
military base in Georgia, ploughed into a
mountain killing all those on boafd. A day
{gaer, a civilian tow boat with 13 people on
eared off Russia's Far Eastern
coast inAgtormy seas. Two bodies were lprér
foungron an inflatable escape raft.
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BY Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, NOY. 13. Russia is mounting a
new disarmiment offensive, with the
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, propos-
ing slashing the Russian and American
nuclear arsenals by half.

Mr Putin called for cutting strategic
nuclear warheads to 1,500 by the year
2008, dowt from the level of 3.000-3,500
warheads envisaged by the 1993
START-2 treaty.

“'As is well known, we propesed to the
United States, including at the highest
level. to aim towards a radical reduction
in nuclear warheads nf our countries to
1.500, which is perfcctly arrainable by
2008,"” Mr. Putin said in a statement re-
leased by his press service on Monday.
“But. this is not the limit. We are ready
in the future to consider still lower lev-
els.”

g Russia calls for
“ahalving of n-arsenal

The Russian proposal, announced on
the eve of Mr. Putin's talks with the U.S.
President, Mr, Bill Clinton, in Brunei lat-
er this week, is clearly designed to stake
out Moscow's  bargaining position
ahead of a change of guard in the White
House in January.

Mr. Putin reiterated Russia’s opposi-
tion to the 1.5, propesal to modify the
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty to en-
able Washington o build a strategic
missile defence.

The proposed nuclear weapons cuts
“should be carried out in conditions of
preserving and sirengthening the 1972
ABM Treaty,” the Kremlin statement
said.

The Russian leader on Monday cm-
harked on a tour of Asia which will (ake
him to Mongolia and an Asia-Pacific Ec-
onomic Coaperation forum in Brunei,
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é/ome clean on Kursk: Russia to Nato

. AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
BRUSSELS, NOV 10

USSIAs military asked
NATO states on Thurs-
y to prove their claim
that none of their submarines were
responsible for the Kursk tragedy
by allowing Russian officials to ifi-
spect their underwater vessels.
.. The head of Russia’s armed
"services, Anatoly Kvashnin, said
that, so far, none of the NATO
members had responded to his
request, made in a meeting with
his NATO counterparts in the
alliance’s headquarters in Brus-
sels, :
. “Ib remove doubts, we have
asked that NATO member-coun-
tries show us some of their assets,
even though they've said that none
of their submersibles were in-

volved,” he said. The Kursk nu-
clear submarine ~- one of the
most modern in Russia’s fleet —
was sent to the Arctic sea-bed dur-
ing navy exercises on August 12 af-
ter its bow was ripped apart in a
sgill-unexplaitied explosion.

All 118 sailors aboard died in

SUBMARINE

On W
divers entered the Kursk to re-
cover the bodies, Russian Deputy
Prime Minister Ilya Klebanov said
video-footage of the submarine
suggested that the Kursk sank af-
ter a collision, but said a conchusion
would not be made until the Kursk
is brought to the surface in an op-
eration set for the middle of next
year.

Both .the United States and
Britain “ave vigorously denied that
any of their craft were close
enough to the Kursk to cause the

the incident. _ accident.

Moscow has favoured an ex- In October, Britain recalled all
planation that a NATOsubmarine 12 of its hunter-killer submarines
monitoring the exercises collided  forwhat the Defence Ministry said
with the Kursk, and pointed out  was an inspection linked to areac-
that three NATO submarines—  tor cooling system problem with
two US and one British —  the HMS Tireless, currently
were in the vicinity at the time. docked in Gibraltar.
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y Viadimir Radyuhin

Moscow, Nov. 5. The Russian Pres-
ident, Mr. Vladimir Putin, has or-
dered & overhaul of Russia's
defence exports system in a bid o
screamline the arms rade and
tighten his grip on this profitable
business.

Presidential  decrees  released
on Saturday calt for the merger of
the two State arms mediators,
Rosvooruzhenive and  Proinex-
port, into a single company, Ro-
soborunexport (Russian Tlelence
Lxports).  In another  major
change of policy, the new arms
trade monopoly will be placed
urder the supervision of the De-
fence Ministry and taken away
fram the Ministry of Industry, Sci-
ence and Technology.

Mr. Patin has appointed Mr.
Andrei Belianinov, former deputy

chief of Promexport, as head of

Rosoboronexport and dismissed
the heads of both Rosvooruzheni-
ye and Promexport, appointed by
the former Russian President, Mr.
Boris Yeltsin. The move is seen as
part of Mr. Putin's cftorts to ger
rid of his predecessor’s appuoin-
tees in Government structures.
Mr., Alexei Ogaryov, the sacked
chief of Rosvooruzhenive, is be-
lieved 10 be a prolege of Mr Yelt-
sin's  younger  daughter,  Ms.
Tatyana Diachenko, who Jobbied
his appointment in spring 1999,

Putin overhauls ;.
+defence exportsq)

An online newspaper i

the Kremlin said Mr. Yeltsin had
personally telephoned Mr. Putin
to ask him nat io fire Mr. Ogaryov.

The latest shakeup of Russian
defence  exports  effectively  re-
verses Mr. Yelsin's reform of
1997, when three Slate mediators
were appointed to deal in three
different spheres of arms trade:
Rosvooruzhenive was 1o export
new weapons, Promexpart to sell
from Defence Ministry  stocks,
and Rossiiskive
Tekhnologii was made responsib-
le for the sale of licences. Howoev-
er, the three kept stepping on
each other's turf. The weaker Ros-
siiskive ‘T'ekhnologii was quickly
elbowed out of the husiness by ity
sironger vivals and devoured by
Promexpuort carlier this year,

The decision to merge Rosvoo-
ruzhenive and Promexport was
apparently prompted by fierce
competitionr  between  the  two
companics which resulted in loss-
es to the Russian budget. Media
reports said, for instance, thag
Russia lost $50 million ona $170-
million deal to sell India 10 MI-17
helicopters because Promexpuoit
quoted a lower price to undereu
an offer from Rosvooruzheniye
earlier this year. Rosvooruzheniyve
has cxported neariy $3 billivn
warth of arms this year, againsi
about $300 for Promexport




Kursk search operation to“end on Nov. 11 w2~

By Vladimir Radyuhin

moscaw, Nov. 4. The operation to

recover bodies from the sunken

Kursk submarine will continue

for another weck, a news agency

said quoting the Russian naval
hief as saying.

“The operation will be halted
on Nov. L1, as envisaged by a
contract with the Norway-hased
U.S.-.company Halliburton,” Ad-
miral Vladimir Kuroyedov told
the Interfax news agency.

Russian and Norwegian divers
have resumed work to cut inte
the fourth front section of the
submarine after storms in the
Barents Sea abated on Saturday
night. Plans to enter the subma-

rine through a hole in the third
section had been abandoned be-
cause of too great risks 1o aivers
from mangted debris.

Officials said all the 12 bodies
raised from the eighth and ninth
rear sections had been identified.
Altogether, 118 men were killed
when Russia's biggest nuclear
submarine sank after iwo explo-
sions ripped its nose open during
naval games on August 12,

The recovery operation has so
far failed to provide a clue about
the cause of the explosions on
board the Kursk, with proposed
theories ranging from a collision
with another vessel to a torpedo
aftack from a friendly ship ta<ing

part in the exercises. The Russian
Navy Chief on Friday reasserted
his belief that a foreign subma-
rine rammed into the Kursk,
causing its stock of torpedoces to
explode, the Interfax news agen-
cy reported.

“I have facts, but not enough
evidence yet. But there will be
evidence, it's just a matter of
time,” Admiral Kuroyedov said,
adding mysteriously: “Evidence
does not only lie on the seabed.”

He also said a Russian cruiser
had detected a foreign subma-
rine close to the Kursk on Friday,
suggesling the vessel could be at-
tempting to remove some piece
of evidence of the collision.

THE HINDU
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Britain and the United Siates
have denied their submarines,
spotied in the area during the
war gamecs, were involved, saying
an experimental torpedo could
have exploded on board the
Kursk. A Russian mini-subma-
rine that searched the seabed
around the Kursk last month did
not find any proof of collision.

Meanwhile, newspdpe )eports
last week said the |Kursk had
been accidentaily surlk by a Rus-
sian navy warship, Two Russian
newspapers carried interviews
with unidentified naval officers
saying a missile fired from the
Peter the Great cruiser hit the
Kursk.



