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NEW DELHI, July 25. — The
Statehood Reorganisation Bills
for the creation of Jharkhand,
Uttaranchal and Chhatisgarh
were introduced by the Union
home minister, Mr L, K Advani,
in the Lok Sabha today.

Members of the ruling
National Democratic Alliance
in the Lok Sabha were divided
on the issue. The RJD, joined
by CPI-M, failed to stall the
Bills at the introduction stage.

Some Samata Party, JD(U)
and BJD members joined Mr
Raghuvans Prasad Singh
(RJD) in opposing the creation
of Jharkhand, betraying a lack
of unity in NDA despite an ear-
lier resolve that no member of
the ruling alliance would
oppose or deviate from the
agreed common agenda.

The number of MPs opposed
to the creation of Jharkhand
within the NDA, however, is
not enough to obstruct the pas-

ehood Bills ;
introduced in LS

sage of a‘e /Kl when it comes
up for voting, after a lengthy
debate in bdth Houses of
Parliament.

Mr Advani’s remarks that the
government would try to seek
maximum support from all sec-
tions and that there was no
hurry to push the Bills has
raised doubts if the three Bills
would be passed during the
monsoon session of Parliament.

The creation of Jharkhand
attracted maximum opposition
from members. While there
was no _ objection on
Chhatishgarh; the opposition
raised by Samajwadi Party

members to the inclusion of

Hardwar and Udham Singh
Nagar in Uttaranchal did not
carry much conviction.
Interestingly, Miss Mayawati
(BSP) said she would support
the creation of the three new
states but urged the govern-
ment to ascertain the peoples’

8 See BILLS: page 6
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% views om Hardwar and Udham
Singh Nagar alse before
passing the Bill on
Uttaranchal.

Replying to the members’
charge that the government
was introducing the "Bills
for the creation of new
states on a “pick and choose”
basis ignoring the claims
of other regions, Mr Advani
said the broad criteria for
the creation of the three
states was the vast expanse of
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
Madhya Pradesh — all Hindi
speaking states — which creat-
ed problems for better gover-
nance.

_ “Administrative and econom-
ic viability besides the
overwhelming aspirations
of the people of the region
for the creation of the new
states*were the only criteria
for introduction of the Bills,”

Mr Advani said in the Lok
Sabha.

BJD members, Mr Trilok
Kanungo and Mr Prasanna
Acharya, raised objections
to the geographical boundary
of the proposed Jharkhand
state saying two
districts — Saraikela and
Kharsawan, where Oriya
speaking people were in large
numbers — should be merged
in Orissa.

Mr KP Singhdeo, the lone
Congress member in
the House, supported Orissa’s

claim over the two districts.



~~Advani sees ‘anti-India’ |,
elements behind attacks

QL\)XVV bq " By Vinay Kumar *\0 /\ /LO) k

NEW DELH), JUNE 28. The Union Home Minister, Mr. L.
K. Advani, today hinted at the possibility of involve-
ment of “anti-India” elements in the attacks on
Christians and places of worship of minorities, and
exhorted State Governments to “promptly get into
the depth of these cases and punish the guilty
whoever they are.”

“These incidents do not appear to be emanating
from any tension between the communities as the
sequence of events indicates. The possibility of anti-
India elements trying to create disaffection in society
and give the country a bad name cannot be ruled
out. Therefore, it is absolutely necessary to find out
the truth,” he said.

The Home Minister was addressing a day-long,
high-level meeting of Chief Secretaries and police
chiefs of States here, convened by his Ministry to
review internal security.

The meeting was a precursor to the proposed Au-
gust 5 conference of Chief Ministers, to be chaired by
the Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee.

Mr. Advani described the attacks as “‘very unfortu-
nate” and told the top officials from States that the
Centre was conducting its own probe on the inci-
dents. [t was the responsibility of the Government to
treat every citizen equally.

“Every citizen in this country, under our Constitu-
tion and laws, has a right to be treated equally in
every way without any discrimination and we must
ensure that nobody feels otherwise. That is the re-
sponsibility of the Government and administration,”

he said. While referring to the proxy war being waged
by Pakistan, its agents, mercenaries and the ISI, Mr.
Advani deplored the talk of “jehad” (Holy War) by
asserting that there were more Muslims living in In-
dia than in Pakistan.

In his formulation, Pakistan's aim *‘is not confined
to annexation of Jammu and Kashmir but dismem-
berment of our country.” Pakistan was not likely to
change its policy but “we have to ensure their failure
in this misadventure.”

On internal security, he said State Governments
should treat it with utmost priority. The other areas
of concern highlighted by the Home Minister were
the North-East and situation in Bihar.

‘Total agreement’

Later, briefing presspersons, the Union Home Sec-
retary, Mr. Kamal Pande, said there was “absolute
and total agreement’” among States on the need to
have an anti-terrorist law. The Law Commission’s
draft on anti-terrorism law had been sent to all the
State Governments and their comments on it would
reach the Centre by June 30.

Another area of general consensus, barring a few
States, was the need to set up a Federal Law Enforce-
ment Agency (FLEA). A massive revamp of intelli-
gence gathering network could well be on cards, the
Home Secretary indicated. Mr. Pande said the States
also agreed to amendments to the Foreign Contribu-
tion Regulation Act (FCRA) to check access to anti-
national elements, diversion of funds and allow free
flow of funds to genuine organisations for public
welfare.
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i nition the Hindu world excludes tribals as the inferior other.

i nothing ambiguous about the trade-off. And there is nothing

|
ARG AL C TURES
Tribal CUI%\ISI(Jn ), bogey tarﬁgt)s findus

REPORTS of VHP \)ar \ﬂma about conversion of tribals to
Christianity in Rajasthgn once again proves, if proof were
necessary, that the issue of religion, given certain conditions,
is not a matter of faith. It is a trade-off with divine authorlty
and its earthly representatives for material and social gains.
Tribals rarely ever practiced Hinduism. They were always
outside the pale of caste Hindu society. Macro-level social
interactions with “Hindu” society was inherently conflictual.
They increased under colonialism when increasingly India
became one market, into which groups that had always been
outside or on the margins of the exchange economy were inte-
grated. The social and economic relationship that colonial rule
established was viciously exploitative of tribals. And the man
who represented that exploitation was the “Hindu” (or
Muslim) contractors, traders and moneylenders. Tribals are
not only not Hindus — they were animists until they started
converting to various religions — but are in conflict with
mainstream Hindu society not only because they were, and
still are, exploited, but fundamentally because by its own defi-

The missionaries provided the tribals an escape route from
social marginalisation and economic deprivation by providing
material comforts and decent education which could open
doors for hitherto hopeless people. And, above all, a sense of
dignity they were denied in the name of religion. There was

ambiguous about it today. To people who have been benumbed
by poverty and degradation, any religion which offers a mea-
sure of dignity will be an attractive proposition. The VHP’s
argument against “material inducements” is nonsensical. The
VHP can convert or reconvert people to Hinduism if it does not
use force. It is free to give tribals and Dalits status in Hindu
society; it is free to treat them equally and extend a measure
of dignity; and it is free to set up NGQs to work among them
for their uplift. But that is not the VHP’s agenda. To the VHP
the tribals are not in themselves the object of anything — they
are not even a target vote bank. They are important because
the bogey of conversion helps consolidate the Hindu vote.
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_New tirit to row oy

By Our Special Corresponden .
&

N ELHI, APRIL 7. The controversy over the U

Praddsh Regulation of Public Religious Buildings and

Places Bill, 2000 has taken a new turn with demands

being made that similar laws, enacted by the Con-

gress(l) governments in Madhya Pradesh and Rajas-
~ than, also be repealed. Whereas the Congress(I) has
mounted a political offensive against the proposed
law in Uttar Pradesh, the BJP and its supporters have
argued that the Uttar Pradesh law was merely repli-
cating the laws prevailing in Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan.

A section of the Congress(l) believes the party was
being needlessly condemnatory of the proposed law
in Uttar Pradesh; now, Maulana Asad Madani, presi-
dent of the Jamaiat-Ulama-i-Hind, a pro-Congress(I)
organisation, has written to the Congress(l) presi-
dent, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, demanding that '‘repeal of
laws relating to places of worship in force in Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan’. The Maulana believes that
only then would it be possible to secure the cooper-
ation of secular forces to prevent the UP Bill becom-
ing a law. Maulana Madani is an influential voice
among the Muslims of north India, and it was with
much fanfare last year that the Maulana was wel-
comed back to the Congress(]) at a grand “minorities
convention’’ at the Talkatora Garden. His return was
cited as evidence of minorities’ return to the Con-
gress(l).

Even before Maulana Madani’s statement, a de-
bate has been going on within the AICC whether its
Department of Minorities Affairs (headed by the se-
nior Working Committee member, Mr. Arjun Singh,
and who was the Chief Minister when Madhya Pra-
desh enacted its law) has wrongly advised the Con-
gress(I) president, to make an issue out of the Uttar
Pradesh “religious bill". Ms. Gandhi has already
written to the Prime Minister, objecting to the pro-
posed legislative measure in Uttar Pradesh.

An in-house study of the Rajasthan Religious
Buildings and Places Act, 1954, the Madhya Pradesh

U. P religious bill

rva]amk\Dharmlk Bhawan Tatha Sthan Viniyaman
Adhiniyam, 1984, and the Uttar Pradesh Regulation
of Public Religious Buildings and Places Bill, 2000, is
doing rounds among the AICC functionaries. In fact,
on balance, the UP bill appears somewhat less dra-
conian. The following points of comparison are cit-
ed:

First, Section 5 of the Rajasthan Act and Section 3
of the Madhya Pradesh Act make these laws all en-
compassing and cover all buildings, even those
which are already in use. The Uttar Pradesh Act in
Section 3 has a saving clause and does not apply to
buildings being used for a religious purpose before
the commencement of the Act.

Second, both the above provisions also deal with
what is called a “temporary” religious place. For ex-
ample, a place used for an occasional religious func-
tion like a Katha or a Jagrata would be covered by the
laws in Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh; the Uttar
Pradesh Bill does not envisage to cover any tempo-
rary religious activity.

Third, both the Rajasthan and MP laws give
sweeping powers to the Collector to permit or deny
use of public land for religious activity, the UP bill
circumscribes the District Magistrate’s power; under
the UP provision, the DM is bound not to grant per-
mission if (a) it is necessary to do so in the interest of
public order, morality and health; (b) it will interfere
with the right of any other religious denomination
freely to profess and practice religion or to manages
its own affairs in the matter of religion.

The only count on which the UP law is more dra-
conian is that it imposes a stiffer penalty: imprison-
ment upto one year and fine of Rs. 5,000 or both,
whereas the Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh laws
stipulate imprisonment up to three months and a
fine of Rs. 500 or both.

Now, Maulana Madani's demand for repeal of
laws in Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan has come at
a time when the Congress(I) leadershlp appears to
be on the defensive.
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by chance?
P

s Yo be the hotbed of coincidences, If
the State home departmen) i to be believed, the spate of
attacks on missionary schoolsthere over the last three weeks is
just a series of unconnected rapdom events. While two attacks
in Mathura have been explained away as “altercations between
the school management and parents over the issue of fee hike
and admissions”, the others have been fitted into the category
of “robbery” — as if both explanations can calm the nerves of
potential targets. However, from the first reported incident in
Bulandshahr where the principal was manhandied and the
school ransacked, to the latest in Meerut where armed men
‘| raided a convent school, the attacks convey the disturbing
|| impression of targeting a group, specifically Christian mission-
ary schools,

As far as empirical evidence goes, one has to assume — until
proven otherwise — that there is a campaign being carried out
against such schools in the State. It does not take a conspiracy
theorist with acute levels of paranoia to detect what is really
happening in Uttar Pradesh. The Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s
Giriraj Kishore continues to stress the need to remove all hur-
dles for the construction of the Ram temple in Ayodhya. The
Chief Minister has expressed similar views. There has also been
a continuing effort by the saffron lobby for quite some time to
depict all Christian missionaries as usurpers of Hindu souls
making Mephistophelian pacts under the garb of social service
and education,

Keeping all this in mind, a clear pattern seems to be emerging.
The official explanation that the attacks were just another form
of “secular violence” fails to explain why only a certain type of
educational institutions is being targeted. The deduction that
there is no concerted action against the Christian community
simply because not all missionary schools have been attacked —
three in Mathura were supposedly spared because they were
Hindi-medium schools — is as inane as writing off Dara Singh
as an “ordinary” murderer. The Prime Minister has asked for
an explanation for this recent spate of yiclence from the Uttar
Pradesh Government. One must be o guard to ensure that the
word “robbery” does not re-entegAhe lexicon as a euphemism
for something far more sinister
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nti-Christian
attacks spar

ngw >

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, April 24

TTACKS ON Christians in Utta
APradesh and Haryana rocked the Lo

Sabha today with the Opposition
demanding dismissal of the Ram Prakash
Gupta Government in UP and the Centre
assuring the House that it would spare no
effort in fulfilling its Constitutional duty of
protecting the minorities.

After Trinamool’s Sudip Bandopadhyaya
raised the matter during Zero Hour. the
Congress and the Samajwadi Party MPs
came down heavily on the Government for
its failure to protect the minorities.

The latest incidents were

LS ro
o A

sides”. He said he would convey the
Congress leader’s suggestion to the Prime
Minister.

Raising the issue, Mr Bandopadhyaya
sought exemplary punishment for all those
involved. He said the Government must
investigate the involvement of the Bajrang
Dal or any other political group in the crime
and suitably punish the offenders.

CPI-M Leader Somnath Chatterjee said
these incidents were not “solitary” and it
seemed that a “jehad” (holy war) has been
launched against the minorities.

Mr Reddy pointed out that the Agra
episode came close on the heels of the attack
on a priest and two nuns in Mathura and
described the Bajrang Dal

part of a “pre-meditated EENPEEVTLII ) R{v gl o5 @ “terrorist organisa-
and  perverse”  plan tion” which should be
hatched by the Bajrang banned.

Dal to “eliminate” the Agra atta(:k Samajwadi Party MP
minorities, they said. ’ from Agra, Raj Babbar,
The demand for abanon | SIX PERSONS have been| rushed into the well.
the Dal by Mr Jaipal | arrested in connection with the | Together with Mr Rashid
Reddy (Congress) drew | recent attack on a Christian ] Alvi (Bahujan Samaj

loud protests from the BJP
and Shiv Sena Members.
However, in response to
Deputy Leader of
Opposition Madhavrao
Scindia’s call for sanity and
collective action in the face
of the grave threats posed
by an increasingly “atom-
ised” polity, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pramod
Mahajan said the Centre

would extend all help to.

State  Governments in
dealing with such inci-

group and the burning of reli-
gious literature at Nagla Ajeeta
under the Jagdishpura police
station. The Government has
also asked the Bareilly
Commissioner to conduct a
probe into the complaint lodged
by a lady teacher against
Christian priests under the Hari
Parvat police station.

In another major develop-
ment, the head of Hari Parvat
police station, who was recently
transferred, has been recalled
and given his eatlier charge.

Party), he regretted the
burning of the Bible during
the attack.

“We are against all fun-
damentalists, be it the
Shahi Imam or Bal
Thackeray,” declared Mr
Babbar in response to
BJP’s VK. Majhotra’s
charge that Opposition
parties tended to ignore
provocative actions and
statements by fundamen-
talists among the minori-
ties.

dents.
“Our Gavernment’s top

HTC, Agra Mr Malhotra said he was

priority is to fully protect the minorities
wherever they are,” he announced. He
added: “To accerd protection to the minori-
ties is a Constitusional duty of the Centre
and the State GOV&rnments regardless of
which party is in power”

Sharing the Opposition members’ con-
cerns over the incidents in Agra wnd Rewari,
Mr Mahajan said he would request Home
Minister L.K. Advani to hold talks with the
chief ministers of the States concerned to
provent rearronee -7 onch trends,

The Minister also found merit in Mr
Scindia’s proposal for a meeting of the
National Integration Council to evolve a

political consensus against “fanatics on all

all for action against those
behind the recent attacks. But he regretted
the Opposition’s silence on violence against
Hindus in J&K and the open declaration by
Imam Bukhari of Jama Masjid that he was
an agent of the Pak ISL.

Calm had descended on the House follow-
ing Mr Mahajan’s matching response to Mr
Scindia’s sober intervention despite repeat-
ed interruptions by Ms Uma Bharati (BIP):

But SP leader Mulayam Singh’s argument
that mmonty communalism was “less dan-
gerous” than mMajority communalism trig-
gered another uproar by the Treasury side,
forcing Speaker G.M.C. Balayogi to ad]oum
the House.

BJP condemns attack — Page 9
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/NOT HINDUS

Sikhs reject RSS assimilation

HE RSS’s strategy of riding roughshod over India’s diversi-

ty is part of a wider objective of making India more Hindu.
Having taken on the Muslims and Christians, it has now
turned to the Sikhs. Some time ago KS Sudershan told a con-
vention of an RSS front organisation, the Rashtriya Sikh
Sangat, that Sikhs were basically Hindus. Sikh organisations
protested against the RSS’s attempt to deny Sikhs their sepa-
rate identity. And representations are being made to the Akal
Takht jathedar about RSS designs. What should worry the
saner elements — if there are any — in the Hindutva brigade
is that the RSS’s rhetoric could trigger off a Sikh backlash. It
is significant that one of the organisations that protested is
Akali Dal (Mann). Its leader, Simranjit Singh Mann, is in the
forefront of attempts to keep the spirit of militancy and the
Anandpur Sahib resolution alive. Militancy has died down,
but it would be unwise to assume that scars have healed or
that the militants’ cause is dead. Punjab has traversed years
of bloodshed which it must want to forget.

The RSS’s assimilationist rhetoric will certainly not help
Punjab to move in that direction. It would be puerile to
assume that the movement for Khalistan was primarily about
substantive and material issues. It was fuelled by a sense of
an identity besieged by majoritarian invasiveness. What
Punjab needs now is good governance, which it is not getting
under the Akali Dal-BJP government. It also needs a
strengthening of the moderate, liberal political space, so that
Punjab can move more rapidly towards political normalisa-
tion. If the RSS goes forward with its assimilationist pro-
gramme, Sikhs will resist. This will not only be grist for the
militants’ mill, it will also force moderate elements into
extreme postures. Among them will be the BJP’s ally — the
Akali Dal. Since the BJP’s relationship with the RSS is not
the best kept secret, relations between the BJP and Akali Dal
will be strained. In electoral terms, the only party to benefit
will be the Congress which has taken the advantage offered.

1HE HINDU
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