T WAS a pelilc no. The F

ASEAN Informal Summit in Sir

pore decided that india did

merit inclusion in an expanded
CASEAN+4T process and that il was " tao
carly” for a separate ASEAN+India
meeting, This gentle, polite rejection
from the suave Prime Minister of Singa-
pore, Mr. Goh Chok Teng, should have
hardly come as @ surprise. At a time
when ASEAN is preoccupied with iiself,
India could huve hardly expected a
“Look-Woest” posture from the regional
grouping. According o seurces, India
asked Singapore to push its casce to be-
come part of the ASEAN+3 {the three are
China, Japan and South Korea) when
the Lxrernal Affairs Minister. M. Jas-
want Singh, visited Singapore carlier
this year.

The inclusion of India in the “plus
three” process or a separate summit is
hardly a priority arca for the ASFAN,
Though there have been several high-
level cantaets with ASEAN countries and
4 visit by the Prime Minister. Mr. A.B.
Vajpayee, is expected in January, India
remains on the fringes of the regional
grouping. The country's strengtly as an
information technology (II) powcer-
house is beginning to sink in; but India
is still to catch the imagination of the
ASLEAN. Singapore, however, is forging
links with India and these are no longer
restricted 1o the thousands aof expa-
triates who have come w work in the
island nation in the [T field. Countries
such as Vietnam, Laos and Cambaodia. of
course, have a ditferent equation with
Tndia.

For India, its request came at a bad
time. The ASEAN, as a whole, seems to
have lost its “tiger™” image, While Singa-
pore, Malaysia and Brunei continue o
pertorm well, the atltractiveness of the
region to the rest of the world has
dimmed. Some @iz the ASEAN feel thar
the inelusion of Vietnam, Laos, Myan-
mar and Cambuodia in the regional orga-
nisation has not helped; now the “first
tier’” must carry the burden of the other
less-developed nations.

The ASEAN appears
to be pulling in different
directions as national
concerns in the
regional grouping come
to occupy centre stage.
AMIT BARUAH on its
recent meetings.

Fven the ASEAN+S is @ new process
and needs time to stabilisc. There are no
immediate plans for a grand Easl Asian
sunmit and at the summit meeting it
was agreed that officials would discuss
the issue of an Fast Asia Study Group
further. As chairman ot the Fourth In-
formal Summit, the Singapore Prime
Mintster stressed the iraportance of the
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The leaders of Japan, South Korea and China, Mr. Yoshiro Mg
Mr. Kim Dae-jung and Mr. Zhu Rongji, in Singapore for the
ASEAN+3 meeting... neighbours joining hands.

‘view is clear. The linkages K

[Inited States, which is out o

it atso appearcd that coun
as China and Jupan were ¢
moving ahead with plans for g
mal Fast Asian grouping, Th

and minuses; w- ,

bri,

[ 1his foop.
tries such
icus in
more for-
e Chinese
ave to be

established gradually, Beijing is in no

hurry to announce any grand
forum while remaining focuss
moting economic cooperatio

Interestinghy, the Chinese,
and South Kerean {eaders. wh
breakfust on the
ASEAN+3 summit, decided o
ular” annual meetings witho
any formaul title or designatio

Aday alier the sumunit end
donesian President, Mr. Abd
Wahid's hitter attack on Singg
nior Minister, Mr. Lee Kuan
reported by both The Jakared
The Straits Times According

sidelines

t-ast Asian
ed on pro-
n.
Japanese
3 Imet over
of the
1ld “reg-
11 giving it
1.
rd, the In-
urrahmare
pore's Se-
Yew, was
Post and
the tran-

saipt of his remarks publish

ed in The

P A /
Straits Times, Mr. Wahid said: “Let
Kuan Yew thinks will be stepping down
soon. I don’t want to blame him be-
cause many people in Indonesia also
think like that. Let's jusr wait and see.”

A statement by the Singapore Foreign
Ministry said on the issue: “Senior Min-
ister Lee Kuan Yew has not publicly crit-
icised the Indanesian ¢lite, Nor has he
said that the days of President Abdur-
rahrnan Wuhid's Governiment are num-
bered. Senior Minister [ee had
reason to say ar suggest this to President
Abdurrahman Wahid."”

The [ndonesian President. in his re-
marks, went as far as to suggest: “When

no ¢

[ met (the Malaysian} Prime Minister :
(Br.) Mahathir (Mohamad)...T asked him *

why he did net control the water supply
to Singapore....”
Indonesia, which has been described

by some as the “engine room’ of |

ASEAN. is clearly in a bad way. The im-
ages from Indonesia are not invest-
ment-friendly as the -giant archipelago
battles with separatism, ethnic and reii-
gious tension, and tries to come to
terins with KKN (the Indonesian term
for carruption, collusion and nepotism).
If the "engine room™ is unhappy or irri-
tated, the prospects for the ASFAN ship
are not terribly exciting, That having
beer. said, there is little doubt thar Mr.
Wahid's “suggestion” to turn off Singa-
pore's water supply is very damaging
and does not serve the much-touted
cause of ASLAN solidarity.

Arother  major problem  for the
ASLAN is Myanmar. At a time when the
ASEAN is tum-tomming the miracle of
IT, a fax machine requires a licence in
Myanmar.

The ASEAN appears 1o be pulling ir
different directions as national concerr
in the regional grouping come ta occuy
centre stage. The linkage with a me
artractive Last Asia appears promisi
but the ASEAN needs to get its act
gether for cconomic linkages with (

na, Japan and South Kotes
more meaningful, /




~ASEAN report
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By Amit Baruah H D ,‘%rum for pdli i!z%;} sccurity

SINGAPORE, DEC. 4. The ASEAN
Eminent Persons Group {EPG) has
said there was a need to revamp
and enhance the role of the Unit-
cd Nations to make il a global co-
ordinator for the establishment of
international institutions and help
less-developed countries prepare
{for globalisation.

In a report submirted 1o ASEAN
leaders recenily, the 10-member
EPG said the UN. and its special-
ised agencies “appceared relatively
weak, both in terms of resources
and authority™. "What is more im-
portant is they (the U.N. and the
specialised agencies) may lack the
credibility and trust from its mem-
ber States, especially the major
world powers.” the report said.

it, however, suggested 1o ASEAN
Heads of Government that the
grouping should invite the 1J.N.
Secretary-Generad w have consul-
tations at the ASEAN Post-Minis-
terial Conference process as well
as the ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF)L

The ARE, the LPG said, should
be focussing on the restructuring
of the U.N. system and ASLAN, as
the driving force of ARF, may be
faced with the task of making the
Farum more effective.

“Hecognising that the ARL is a

dialogue and yhilst resolving is-
sues and conflicts is a Jong way
off, there may pe certain expecta-
tions for it 10 be more responsive
in addressing particitar issues.
I'or example, contributing to ex-
isting efforts to further promote
peace and stability in the Korean
peninsula, addressing the impact
of globalisation on security, or
forging a common stance on dis-
armamernit issues,” the report
stuted.

The ARI, the EPG sugpested,
should also develop a consultative
session  whete  representatives
from a specific country or coun-
tries or organisations or civil so-
cietv groups can be invited
participate in the session o spe-
cific Issues.

“Ta ensure the effectiveness of
discussions in the ARF. better
preparations  for  meeting  are
needed. We would like to propose
a briefing by the Secretary-Gener-
al of LN or his representative on
the stitus of international security
iscues of interest tor ASEAN, such
as pedce-keeping and  disarma-
ment,” the report stated.

Interestingly, the EPG has sug-
gested that ASEAN Heads of Gov-
ernment get mare involved” in
the ASEAN pracess to underline

that the grouping was acting in
concert.

Referring to the large numbgr of
ASEAN mectings, the EPG gaid
there was a sense that the proljfer-
wlion of meetings and discussjons
same how do not permeate tq the
proples of ASEAN and to outsiders
that ASEAN was acting in congert.

“Indecd, we strongiy feel [that
the Heads of Government shpuld
take tull ownership of the ASEAN
programme — that s, ASLAN
matiers should be dealt with in
general al that level. The EPG feels
that ASEAN Heads of Governrent
<hould wuork towards making) this
goal a reality. The ASEAN mission
as it were should not be seen o be
primarily moved by the respegtive
Ministrics, but rather hy | the
Heads of Government actng in
concert,” the report said.

“last, but not ieast, more| fre-
quent dialogue among the Heads
of Government would increase
their personal understanding of
one another, and promote general
goodwill to a far greater degrge...”
the EPG added.

O economic issues, it sald as
ASEAN cronomies are develaping
at a different pace, econpmic
measures should at least be rwo-
-rack, *The abjective is to refluce
“he gap among the cconomies,
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wants enhanced role for U.N.

whilst not impeding the more de-
veloped economies to plug in fully
o the new  knowledge-based
ceoneny.”

It suggested that ASFAN take a
feading role in building a regional
financial architecture, particularly
in excharge rate management.
According w the report, ASEAN
economies  should also  work
closety in the TMF, World Bank
and the Asian Development Bank.

“We mzke no finn recommen-
dation an the further implemen-
ration of AFTA (ASLAN Tree Trade
Arca) excepl to reiterate  that
member States should view im-
plementation as a matter of pri-
ority  to  stimulate  trade  and
growth in the region. 1L must be
said that the vision to create a new
econamic environment in ASEAN
has already been taking place, al-
though it is likely to be delayed
due to the economic crisis, and
the problems faced by fransition
cconamies. The accelerated im-
plementation of AFTA measures is
seen as a bold step, buat it should
be taken with courage,” the report
said.

It said there wis also a case o
promote the ASEAN Investinent
Area, not just in the region, but
abroad.



E.U. / TALKS ON WITH 14 NATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

 Massive protest

By Valju Naravane Y(Q '\\‘,

NICE (FRANCE), DEC. 7. The European Union's 15
Heads of State and Governmeni began their
sthomibmeeting in the southern French resort
town of Nice an Thursday as demonstrators
clashed violently with the police, resulting in
injuries and massive material damage. Nice is
covered i & blanket of fine drizzle and tight
security with hundreds of sharpshooters tak-
Ing positions on roofs.

The demonstraiors. who had gathered in
Nice from differen parts of the world, burnt
cars und brake several shop windows and set

\
fire to a bank as they autacked the heavily
armed riot pokce.

The Presideht. Mr. facques Chirac, the
Prime Minister.\Mr. Lionel Juspin, and the Ey-
ropean Union's President, Mr. Romana Pradi,
in a joint press conference. condemned the
violence. “There have been serious incidents,
Policemen have been atracked, shops broken
and the demounstrators have tried 10 hamper
the proceedings ol the summit. Such acts g0
against the principles which the demonsira-
tars are trying (o defend”, Mr. Chirac said.

The 15 E.U. leaders held a meeting in the
morning with representatives ol 14 counliries

s mar Nice

Summit

which are ¢andidates for membership of the
Eurapean Uniorn. Mr, Chirac said the talks had -
been extremely positive.

Mr. Prodi said the summit was taking place
at a critical jstage for Burope. Reforn, he said,
was absolutely cssendal. He also said that Eu-
ropa was determined to proceed as quickly and
as transpargnily as passible with a grear sense
of responsilility wwards its enlargement, “We
have politicgl obligations but also a moral one
o ensure (Hat this summil meeting is a suc-
cess’.

The demanstrators, who ficoded the streers -
of Nice, are |demanding greater guarantees in
terms of wages, job security, health care. pen-
sions and similar benefits kncwn as the social
chaprer, lowever. it is not evident thar an
agreement will be reached easily and the sum-
it is likely o be marked by tensions.

Big counugies stch as France. Germany and
Britain appojnt two of the 28 European Com-
missioners (Ministers). A new system will be
required to qope with the erdargement which
will 2o upie 27 <tees smalier countries such
as Ireland or|Austria insist that they would Bke
to retain the Commissioners they already have.
Twenty per ¢ent of the deciskans stii] require
unanimeis approval and the summit is ex-
pected {o allqw decisions by a svstem known as
Qualified Mgijoiin Youing (QMV), However,
Britain and Luxembotrg want to retain a veto
on issucs of pational interest. None of the 13
can agree on [he issue whether the vero should
be retained.

Mr. Prodi quunded @ cavtious note and said
that an agredment would lave w be reached
with evervbody making corpramises. Hg
would, howeyer. not pronounc: himself o
absolutely pogitive outcome. Te summd
cially ends ony Saturdav. but is likely 1g
upto Sunday pight or even w the egafy hours of
Manday so thHat a final docume rw’can emerge.




Protesters join EU sum

CHARLES BREMNER

THE TIMES, LONDON

NICE, Dec 7. - The glamour
uf the Cote d'Azur was awam-
ped by a sea of proletarian prot-
est vesterday as the city of Nice
raised the curtain on a Euro-
pean surrmit.

The Nicois almosi deserted
the town centre as a demonstr-
aticn by 60,000 people vented
theit wrath against Capitali-
sm. Their target was the EU's
new Charter of Fundamental
Rights, to be adopled this week,
which many see as worthless.

The EU institutions designed
in 1957 for six countrics have to
he re-tooled to work for 27,
adds AFP. [t is a complex issue
requiring the 15 current
members — all intent on
expanding the EU inte the
‘ormer Soviet Bloc and the
Med:ierranean — to sacrifice
sgme of  their national
sovercignty to make it suecceed.

Many arc reticent, and a few
are saying “no”. A group of
experts known as the “Inter-

s

Gcovernmenlal Conference” has
been wrestling with reform for
nearly a year without success.
Riot police shielded EU
leaders from the protesters as
they left the airport last night
for hotels around the Prom-
enade des Anglais seafront.

Demonstrators with a hanner of Che Guevara reading "Hey, big chiefs, how's
Europe daing?" march through the streets of Nice on Wednesday. — APIPT

The demonstrators, manjy
from Anti-globalisation Interg-
atienal, avrived from around
Eurcpe sccking to tarn Nide
into a happening comparable
with the ‘counter-summit’ ¢f
protest al last December)s
Seattle world trade gathering

THE STATESHA:
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Two forecw blenfed in ihe
march, which skirged the ugly
‘Acropolis” municipgl conference
centre - The voerde for the
negntiatinns, First came the
traditional trade union Left,
dominated by the snappy han-
ners of the French, htalians and
Spanish and a sprinkling of Bri-
tons. Their demand was more
social vights and the enfore-
errent of the new charter by law.

Marching with her Unison
Public  Service Union., AMs
Candy Udwin. a lLondon
official. said 1 was time to foree
Brussels to step pushing the
free market and to  start
helping peopie. (Hher Britons
told Freach radio that the
Continent had only to lovk at
England te s2e the dizaster of
privatised public services.

More spectacular was the
second demonstration, a noisy
sreh by the Leftists, environ-
1 Anarchists, neo-

w .
hippies and asthers who muke
up the anti-giobalisation move-
ment that first emerged as a
force in Seattle.




By Vaiju Naravane

AL

NICE (FRANCE), DEC. 8. FEuropean Uni(:}l X
ers taday began serious discussions abbin
ways 10 bring aboul an agreement that ill
usher in substantive reform so (hat the
community could be enlarged eastwards

some 14 countries are on Lhe list for .0,
membership, most of them former Soviet
blac satellite states but also Turkey, Cyprus
and Maita. On Thursday, they signed the
Charter of Tundamental Rights, which
could remain a dead letrer, since it will not
he hinding,

Over a working dinner on Thursday
night. discussions were reportedly frank
and sometimes brutal, The 10, spokes-
man, Mr. Jonathan Toll. today suggesred
that a consensus appeared o be cmerging
over the thorny question of reforming the
E's outmoded institutions. Tnformed
sources say the compromise would consist
of deferring the question of reducing the
number of E.U. Commissioners uniil [anu.
any 2003 when enlargement physically be-
gins to take place.

Al present, cach member nation las at
least one Commissioner and small coun-
tries such as Austria, Denmark, Jlolland or
Luxemboury have tenacicusly held on to
this privilege. Large countrics such as
France and Germany are in lavour of 2 ro-
tating svstom which would reduce the toral
number of Commissioners.

The mast bitter debates are expected 1o
cenire around the curbing of the use of ve-
10 powers. At the moment. over 20 per cent
of the EAL's decisions, evidently on the
mast key issues, has 1o be done by consen-
U,

The Furopegn’ Commiscinnes Ar. M-

European leaders stand at rear during the signing of the Euy opean Charter of
Fundamental Rights by representatives of the nations aspiri
at the Nice Summit on Thursday. — Reuterd

chel Barnier, described the Summit as *“(he
toughest we have ever witnessed. Every
leader has his nadonal interests at heart
and there will have to bea genuine give aid
take if we are o get somewhere.”

The British Prime Minister, M, ony
Blair. has said he will accept Qualificd Ma-
jority Vote (OMV) i 17 of the 52 areas un-
der discussion. He savs he will not #ive up
his veto on axation, defence, social secuti-
ty, border controls or changes ta the [LL1JL
treaty.

Germany wanes to retain its vew an #h-
migration and asylusi policies. Greegl on

E.U. SUMMIT / DEMONSTRATIONS*CONTINUE

-nations sign rights charter

e to join the E.U.

the question of Llrangportt in order to pro-
lect its shipping intefests,

Ihe Luxcmhnurg rime Minister, Mr.
Jean-Claude Tunker, $aid: "“We cannot af-
lord to fail.”

While there was agreement on the cre-
aton of 4 Eurepean Health Authority. the
1% leaders fatled to cktend the temporary
six-month ban placed on the use of meat
and bone meal for animal feed. Blespite the
apparent determinatipn by the leaders to
put up a unified front| the firs: dissensions
began emerging on thy apening day of the
Summir itself,

The French President, Mr., Jacques Chi-
rac’s remarks that the newly-created Fu-
ropean Rapid Deplovyment Force would
coordinate with the NATO bur remain in-
dependent of the latter in planning and im-
plementation. drew an Immediate reaction
Mtr. Blair and his Foreign Secretary, Mr.
Robin Cook.

Mr Blair said there was no guestion of
Britain agreeing to an independent plan-
ning capability for the foree. Lchoing Mr.
Blair's remarks, Mr, Cook said: “"The E.1J
attaches importance 1o the guarantced
permanent access to NATO's planning ca-
pacity; and that is the basis en which we
will be developing any E.U.-led operatian,
Europe will only carry oul operations
where the NAT() is not engaged. If NATO
wants t be engaged, it has first call.”

After the violent clashes which marred
the opening of the Sumimit — both Mr ¢hj-
rac and the Prime Minister, Mr. Lionel Jas-
pin, received a whifl of the 1ear gas shells
police were exploding just outside the
mammoth Acropolis building where the
Summit is being held — an uncasy calm
has returned 10 Nice with demansirations
being staged against the arrese of protesters
yesterday.

Trade unions and anti-globalisation
demonstrators who were trying to hold a
counter summit were repuilsed with force
by police in this Riviera city where the ex-
treme right is strong.

A local official made no effart to disguise
his distaste for the demonstrators whonn he
described as being "no friends of mine’.
Twemy policemen were injured. ane of
them seriausty, while over 60 Persuns were
arrested.
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Members reject French proposals

By Vaiju Naravane

NICE (FRANCE), DEC. 9. Mo one except the French
ceerns 1o have found much to commend in the
compromise document proposed by T'rance at
the Furopean Summil underway here. France,
which holds the rotating European presiden-
cy, has managed to raise the hackles of practi-
cally everyone, including Germany, its closest
E.U. ally.

Using what has been dubbed "the confes-
cional methad”, the French President, Mr.
- Jacques Chirac, and the Prime Minister, Mr.
[ionel Jospin, held iong, closed-door sessions
throughout Friday evening and night, with all
the E.U. leaders turn by turn. On Saturday
morning, they came out with a compromise
proposal which had the singular quality of dis-
pieasing cveryonc. Under the compromise
plan which attempts to tackle the Tour press-
ing areas of E.U. institutional reform, namely:
weighted voting, the size of the Commission,
the ceding of velo powers in cortain key arcas
in favour of Qualified Majority Voting (QMV)
and budgetary flexibility, the French have pro-
posed the following: )

That the present vote parity between the big
four — France, Germany, Italy and Britain be
retained. Each of these countries carrently has
10 votes. Frarce suggests these be multiplied
by three to total 30 votes each. Spain waould

then have 28 votes while the tiny Duchy of
Luxembourg would retain its present three
vates. Under the French fannula. the large
countries vores will he multiplied by three,
those of mediwn sized countries by two and a
hadl, while small countries will see their votes
doubled.

But these propoesals have braught out theire
of medwm sized nations such as the Nether-
lands which refuses 1o accept that a country
like Poland, because of its larger population,
will end up with more votes.

in exchange for this redurtion in votes,
Crance has proposed that the big four nations
will lose one of the two Cammissioners they
have al present when the next reshufile of
posts takes place in 2005, Under the compra-
mise formula, all the countries will retain at
least one Commissioner untl this date. Bt
ance the EU. has been enlarged to 27 nmern-
bers or by 2016, the number of Commissioncrs
will e limited to 20, the posts being attributed
through rotation. France has also given to the
Germian request for an examination of ways
and means to simplify the Buropean Treaty.

The small countries are likely to reject this
proposal because they appear determined to
retain their Commissioners at all costs.

Several officials today described the situa-
tion as being “'extremely tense’” and said there
was generalised resentment over Mr. Chirac's

“platant attempts to bully” them inte accept-
ig greater budgetery flexibility. Tis elforts to
allocate more (o the farm sector in order to
defray the costs created by the crashing beet
ahd animal feed markets were stonewalled by
his Buropean pariners and the French Presi-
dknit had to give in on this point.

On the question of MV and the ceding of
veto powcers in key areas too, there was no
agreement. The Britsh Prime Minister, Mr.
Tony Blair, fatdy refused o give up his power
df vero over anyithing concerning fiscal policy,
defence or immigration and the Briash pross
Had a field day carrying repotts on the friction
which reportedly marked the dealings be-
tiveen the two men.

The German Chancellor, Mr Gerhard
chroeder, too made it plain that he would not
o along with French proposals for budgetary
exibility or give up his veto on the guestion of
mmigration and asylum, As expected. nation-
4! rather than European interests continue to
dlominate the Summit. '

e of

France's “arrogant” handling of the nego-
iations has also come in for severe criticisim,
pspecially from the smaller countries such as
hustria, Finland, ircland and the Nethertands.
sornmission officials say that the Commission
President, Mr. Romana Prodi, is likely to step
in to break the impasse.




Marathon EU su%mt
ends With reforms pac

THE 1ongest summit in Burd-
pean Union history ended in har
fought compromlse on Monday,
approving teforms to strecamline
. the EUs decision-making hefore it Echoing the criticism, Egro-
expands to embrace formerlycom-  pean Commission President R
munist Eastern Eutope. mano Prodi said: “I cannot hide

A late-night stand by Belgium.  from you a certain regret that we
the last to resist what the smaller  did not manage to go further.”
states saw as a power grab hy the While smaller states reluctantly
EU’s‘bigboys’. threatened toscut-  accepted the deal, Chanceli
 tle the complex deal to reshutfle Gerhard Schroeder voiced
! the votes of member siates on the  faction that Germany’s influgnce
policy-making Council of Minis- had grown though it did notwin
ters. But the Belgians finally ac-  more Council votes to reflegt its
cepted France’s third proposal, larger size since reunification.
endinga grueﬂmgbattle to redraw “Without us highlighting it,
power lines in the bloc before the Germany’s weight has grown|” he
EU takes in up to 12 new mem-  said. Insisting on more Copncil
“bers, mostly from east of the for-  votes “would not have helped Bu-
mer Iron Curtain - a process ex-  rope  (and) would have [hurt
pected to startin 20K4. French-Germantiesinaway]

hosted the meet in this Rivierg
sort that crowned France’s m
criticised EU presidency; said.
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/ 0, the hext accupant of the Oval Otfice
will not be a “lame duck” President of
the United States. He will just be the
next President. No, he is not belng

chosen by a handful of judges against the votes of

millions of Americanz. He is beipg chosen by

rrilitans of Ameticans in a contest validated by a

handfal of judges. No, the process s not a sham-

ples, It #s the triuraph of dignity over shambles.
For a rea! constitutional shambles turn raher

10 the “uniled states” of Rurope. This week,

Eurepe showed itself incapable of resolving a

federal dispute in a remotely dignified manner,

At Nice, the self interests of states swept aside

any half-formed political framework sn a

synabble warthy of the Goths and Vandals,

America’s dispute has heen eonducted amid the

courtesies of a public courtroom. Burope's agu-

ments, some pestily bureaneratic, some vitally
impurtant, were halfresolved by backstairs
intrigue, horse trading, seevecy and spin. Nuver
can the democratic superiority of the American

Revolution have been so publicly demonstrated.

Self-governing peoples, so histovians daim,

never go to war with each anather. Nor should

they eriticise each other’s constittdions. Al are
uniquely imperfect.  Americw's  rules for
adjudicating close-call elections ave different
from Europes. They were disigned— AiFR-
distinedd e cortupl autocyacies of 18th-
century Europe They vested wtimate discretion

not in a monarch or state president bul in A

mcticutous pracess monitored by judges.

No process in politics ts pure. Even Judges must

he appointed by someone, But the mstitution of

the Supreme Cowrt is trusted by a nation
schooled in civie law. Even when the court’s
political integrity is sorely tested, its dorisions
are respocted and do not justigate rict or
rehellion. The court embodies the Constitution,
as the President emboedies the State and the
Congress the Union, Britons have been having
much fun at America’s expense. They huve
ridiculed Florida’s pregnamt chads and voting
machines. They derided the practice of electing
public ofiicals and deploved the legal knights
orrant who suc with the abanden of medieval
champions at a townament. How much better is

Dritam, where it needs only Jack Falstall and

Jusiice Shallow to prick names on a list and the

pepple burst out with the national anthem,

America is passing through the mast dangerous
crisis known to political history, u dead-heat in o
contest 7 power. fg foderal Constitation is on
parade, netably s protection of the rights of
alates. These rights are designed 1o reflect
inferil diversity and offer & bulwark against
central suthority. The clectoral coliege and the

i

House ot Representatives’ members of the Florida electoral caliege being selected in Tallashassee on Tuesday. Delegates at the FY sumunit in Nice fast Thursday.—~ APIPT

Time-tested, value ¢

composition of the Senate is thus shewed
favour _of : states, to puaed regional
Tanorities againg mgornty dictatorship,

The current. Supreme Court process has scen
this federalisim tested close to destruction. As a
“anbsiciarist”, 1 would support Florida’s right to
decide for itself whom to send o the clectoral
college. IF it sent 25 chimpanzees chosen aut of &
hat, that would be its own business and no buasi-
ness of Washington judges. True, the partisan
nature of the state judiciary has been painfudly
exposed with each challenge to the validity of
individual votes. Bui that i the gystem. Leave it
to Florida, suid the federal Supreme Court lasi
woelk, Such s the fascination of this argument,
that I changed my mind. If the “spoited” baliets
wore wregular, then Florida's decision to count
themn was undair net only to George W Bush bat
1o thousands ol spoiled and wnconnted ballots
¢lsewhere in the state.

Now {o count only some previously rejected
votes, and thus to reverse Floridas nlready
declered resuli tfor My Bushi, would poliute the
ewtive election, Fair procedure in Florida was
this a federal concern. [t was night for the
higheat court, the “reluactant constitutional fore
brigade”, to intervene at ihe weekend.The
Supreme (ourt appears Lo be as evenly split as
the Worida courl, as Flovida's voters and as the
ertive American electorate, 8o what? Such are
the centripeial forees of modern democracy that
every contest is balanced. Every strategist socks

ere is need for a federal
framework in ordering
Europe's collective affairs.
Given the clash between
national and continent-wide
interests, such federalism
requires a constitution and
enforcement. The present EU
offers only a creeping
authoritarianism. That the
federal debate is alive and
well is evident this week in
Washington,
writes SIMON JENKINS

o ]

to vender any difference invisible or cosmetic,
We are lefy with flips of coins, noanees of
argoment, penalty shoot-outs, In this chroaome
gtance, all demaeratic Joadership becomes aform

Y -
] i

of voalition. I{ it is seimnetimes wounded and
hleeds, the scar soon heals. Bill Clintor's secand
term was supposedly wrecked by the Lewinsky
affair. He now seems a presidential giant. The
system is bigger than the man. That is the viatue
of a sound Constitution. Britain, tou, has a
“presidential® electozal college, ealled the House
of Commons, 1t too may not reflect the popalur
vote, In 1951, there wore 250,000 move Labony
voters than Conscrvadive ones. Yet Churehill
had a Commons mugerity of 26 and hecame
Prime Minister. In 1897, Tony Blair won just 43
per eent of the votes enst, Yo his was declaed a
gtunning “landslide” and he proceeded to lorm
the most centrabised government in peacetime. A
#lorida voting marhine is a precision ool against
the democtutic vagaries of Britain's copstitution.
When Britain fast had a close call in s electorn)
colloge, chavs ensued. As the Callaghan
government of 1976 moved tnto minority, i twis-
ted and schemed and declared Haedf “prosteate”
hefore its unien backers. The Liberals walked m
and out of seevet cabals, The halfdear were
dragged from hospital to vote. The Seats were lefl
over-represented and the Novthers Lrish bribed
with five extra seats, ail o keep Luboue tn power.
As for granting “siales’ rights” o subsidiary
eomponents of the Uniied Kingdom. Downing
Sireet does not kuow the meaning of the term.
Soon after it extablished devolved assemblies tor
Scotland, Wales and London, it sought to gerye-
mander them back under s contrel, Suh-

national demoeracy m Britain enjoys no consti-
tutional safeguard, No vourt defends loeal gov-
ernment. The bead of state is a front for the Pri-
wme Minister, the legislature his shop window.
The Blair Cabinet will this week decide how
many new hotses, o the nearest unit, i will
allow on every square e of every county in
Fagland, Not even Lenin assumed such
ubiguitous potency. The whim of Downing Swrect
s takern to itsell the same untvammelled power
as had the Geargian courtiers, J1 was against just
such power that the American colonies rebelled
and against which the Anwrican Constiution is
a standing pretest. And the rest of Furope? The
Furopean Union has been tiving 1o define if»
awlr “states” rights”, whether as federalism o o
Furope des patrres, for almost 50 years, B has
ptenty of experience; Germany, Italy and Spain
are alt federations. It has plenty of mative, 1o
averl war, promate teade, increase taxes and
protect mavkets. Yot the mstitutions of Faepea
co-operation, essentinily B i chavacter,
praved unstited to proper lederalion.
They are nat teuly consiitutiondl, but rother
seli-agevandising, secretive and corrapt. The
Nice summit was thelr nadir. The cssence of a
stuble federalism is the entrenchment of the
rights of subordinate states and provinees. Theiy
peaples must have seewrily in the scupe of ey
autenomy. They must know wheve they stand,
The itwice-vearly battle, conducted amid some
axtravagant juniet, gradually to strip them of
power and impose ot them more taxes and
hureauceracy is the antithests of {ederabism. 11 is
more alin to impeviadism, For 20 years, the
Huropean Unian has promised a fist of consti-
tional saforuards, a charter of sulsidiarity. Tha
promise is as empty as the pledge to reform farm
policy. ALt that the Brusscls Commission sevans
able o deliver on demand is personal and
institutional greed. For it 1o deride as “andi-
Furopean” those who chudlenge its ambitions
shows haw cortupted is g once-noble ideal.
BTven as a sceplic towards “decper union”, 1
recognise the need for some foderal framework in
gudering Luropt’s collective aftairs, Ghven the
inevitable clash between national and continend-
wide inferests, such federadistu requives »
constitution and enforcement, These boons the
present, Furopean Union is plainly incapable of
delivering. It offers only & creeping authort
farianism. .
That the federal debate s alive and well is
evident this week in Washington. It wis absent
i Burope. America wou the democratic
argument. in 1776, It b winning still,

— The Times, London,
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1E DAY after the conclusion of the
marathon Furopean Summit meeting
last Monday in Nice, the French Presi-
dent, Mr. Jacques Chirac, who holds
the rotating E.1). Presidency until the end of the
vear, went to Strasbourg, seat of the European
Parliament. His attempts to brush off the hostil-
ity that characterised the summit and his de-
scription of ihe Nice treaty as a “good
agreement’’ met with a cold reception.

Aware that he would face harsh criticism of

" France's stewardship of the sammit at the
hands of Luro MPs, Mr. Chirac, pleading fa-
ligue after the marathon five-day discussions at
Nice, took no chances. He spent exactly 30 min-
utes in the Furopean Parliament, taking no
questions from the House and, contrary to tra-
ditien, refusing to meet the presidents of differ-

ent parliamentary groups. Later that evening he
relented. But the damage had been done.

Mr. Hans-Gert Pottering of Germany, who
heads the Furopean Popudar Party (PPE) parlia-
mentary group (right wing), fired the first salvo.
“You call this summit ‘historic’, well we just
don't agree,” he told Mr. Chirac.

He said the meeting had widened the gap
separating small and big countries within Eu-
rope and furthered disunity rather than harmo-
ny in.the Union.

But the sharpest criticism of Mr. Chirac came
from his own countrymen. The former French
Fducation Minister, Mr. Francois Bayrou, a
prominent member of the PPE, said “the re-
suits of the sumimit give cause for despair’’.

The treaty signed at the E.U.’s
Nice summit has further
strengthened the powers of
the Big Four and cut the
clout of the smaller states,
writes VAITU NARAVANE.

Mr. Alain Madelin, a Minister under Mr. Chi-
rac when he headed the French Government,
said: “Yes, the Nice agreement does open the
way for enlarged membership of the Union. But
we will be advancing in a thick fog, with a foot
on the brake and with the certitude that the

European vehicle will not reach its destina-
tion".

Europe’s 15 leaders had come 10 Nice for a
summit meeting which was as ambitious as it
was crucial. The 15 have agreed to open up
membership of their exclusive chub eastwards
from January 2003 and there are some 13 coun-
tries clamouring to be let in. They include for-
mer Soviet Baitic states, former Warsaw Pact
nations, the Balkan states, Turkey, Malta and
Cyprus.

Everyone agreed that unless the E.U.'s pre-
sent voting and decision-making systems were
overhauled, a Europe with 28 members would
become ungovernable. At present, each of the
15 member-countries has at least one Cormmis-

power of veto over at least 20
per cent of the §.1).’s most important and sensi-
tive areas of acfion such as taxation, fiscal pol-
icy, defence, transportation, budgetary changes
or treaty amendments.

Four major issues were involved at the Nice
Surmmitwhich the accord did not fully address
but merely put off. They are: weighted voting
within the Council of Ministers, an extension of
the systern of qualified majority voting (QMV)
10 more areas with an accompanying trimming

sition of the Furopean Parliament, and a re-

economically and politically in a position to do
so — in effect a two-speed Europe.

The Nice treaty has further strengthened the
powers of the Big Four and cut the clout of the
smaller states. This has angered countries such
as Belgium, Portugal, Luxembourg and Austria.
while more decisions will now be taken by ma-
jority voting, certain key areas such as taxation,
irnmigration or social security will continue to
require a unanimous vote. The number of votes
allocated to each country have also been re-
weighted in favour of the Big Four. But 73 per
cent instead of 71 per cent of the votes are now
required to win a majority. In addition, there is
a double “population clause” which means
that the majority should be compesed of at
least 50 per cent of member-nations and the
combined votes should add up fo at least 62 per
cent of the total population of member-states.
This gives Germany an added advantage for its
population alone accounts for 17 per cent of
the E.1J.’s inhabitants. This has also had the
rather perverse effect of making the decision-
making process =ven mote difficult. Each na-
tion will retain its Furopean Commissioner un-
tl 2005, Then the large countries will lose their
second Commissioners.

What caused a tremendous amount of dis-
tress 1o the French was Germany's insistence
that its superior population be reflected in the
Council of Ministers. Germany with its pop-
ulation of 82 million is Yurope’s giant, both in
terms of economic power and population.

The number of seats in the Buropean Parlia-
ment will progressively go up as of 2003, when
new members begin to join, from the current
626 to a top tally of 728. Germany will 1etain the
99 seats it now has. France, Italy and Britain will
lose 15 seats each and end up with 72 Euro MPs
instead of their present 87 each, The other na-
tions will have parliamentary seats in direct re-
lation to their population. Poland and the
Netherlands wilt have 50 seats each. $pain will
end up with 50 instead of the 64 seats it now
holds.

In the Commission, an the other hand, the
Big Four will retain their .dominant position
with 29 votes each instead of the present 10.
Spain will jump from 8 to 27 vOtes while Hot
land will have 13, and Greece, Hungary,
gal, Belgium will have 12 votes each.

has been the winner all the way.

of individual veto powers, the size and compo-

hauling of the mechanism for increased coop-
eration or integration for those countries |




Annua

THE STRAITS TIMES é

ASIA NEWS NETWORK tl
/

\

APORE. Nov. 45, — /
o Asia Free Trade Zone t
railel the Free Trade Area o
he Americas? The idea is in
the offing. and so is another ope
which proposes 1o bring Sauth-

east Asian and North-east
Asian cpuntries g e{hm in an
Tast Asia 8
haster

NS lr;i(g LIRS
ware the ve b
up at an “Asean |
hetween  leadors  of
countries  and  those
lna, Japan and South Fovea
vesterday afternoos,

A siudy group would be set ap
in study the two ideas, he said,
and i report shondd be ready by

Hnm

ast Asia summit proposed

the mnext Asean summit in
Brunel next year.

The idea for an East Asia
Suminit harks back to the Bast
Asia Economic Caucus proposal
Malavsia made in the late
1980s, which failed to take off.

The Asia-Pacific Economic
C{mperatwn forum was born
instead in the early 1990s,
linking 18 founding membetq
on both sides of the Pacific.

e Goh said vesterday: “The
AR had alvaays heen a good
1des hur, at that time, several
eoantries, inciuding Singapore,
wele not in favoenr.

“We wanted (o get Apec going,
becanse we were Tearful that
without Apec. we would net be
able to bridge the trade blacs en
hoth sides of the Pacific. Now
that Apec is frmly established,

we are confident that the East
Asia grouping can go ahead.”

The Singapure Prime Minister
streszed, Wowever. that the
idea to hring East Asia logeiher
economically and politically
was “not an attempt to shut oul
Washington, as Agean
behieved irmly  in the
important b lancing role USA
plaved in thig part of the world.

“Open regidnalism is ihe key
idea,” Mr Coth said. He did not
rule out the thiit
East Asia swm
Hengkong o any other country
niot carreniiy part of the ‘Asean
Flus 3 process| but pointed out
that these issues would have te
be sindied further.

He said the suggestions

thrown up yesterday reflected &
growing East Msian ideptity.

and would also enhance peace
and stability in the region.

Addressing concerns that
North-easl Asian  countries
might be a threat to South-east
Asgia, he said the former's
economic growth should be
geen as an opportunity,

“The more they grow, the
more the investment poiential
for Sonth-east Asia. They also
have a huge market: they'll buy
from us,” he said.

A framework agreement Bnking
Asean’s 10 member-countries
was signed yesterday, giving
effect to Mr Goh's initiative last
vear for Asean countries to Ik
up in cyberspace. The summit
continues today with three
rounds of talks, between Asean
and each of the North-east

Agian partners in tum/




ASEAN / BID TO REMOVE DESPARITIES

A

v

mgm “y—
nitiative
By Amit Baruah |{{) A

SINGAPORE, NOV. 25. The ASEAN-10
today announced the launch of
the Initiative for ASEAN Integra-
tion ([AI) in a bid to remaove intra-
region disparitics in & bid
strengthen the grouping as a
wholc.

Announcing the launch of this
Initiative, the Singapore Prime
Minister, Mr. Goh Chok Teng. as
the Chairman of the Fourth In-
formal Summit, said it “'provides
a framework for regional cooper-
ation through which the more de-
veloped ASEAN members could
help those member countries that
most need it.”

The AL, Mr. (oh stressed,
would focus on cducation, skill
development and worker (rain-
ing. These will be key factors in
the new economy. “To catalyse
1AL, ASEAN memboers will contrib-
ute what they can.”

To kick off the programmue, Sin-
gapore offered, under a five-year
technical assistance programme,
several training institutes in Cam-
hodia, Laos, Myanmar and Viet-
nan, to provide T
“trajn-the-traineys” course and
training attachments in its educa-
tional institutions.

In his statement, Mr. Goh said
ASEAN leaders agreed that to be
competitive and achicve regional
integration, ASEAN  countrics
must adopt a halistic approach
and view the regional as a single
eConomy.

“They agreed that ASEAN
should identity gaps in its present

level of cooperatiyn, particularly
sectors  that  are  critical 1o
ASEAN’s competitiveness in the
new ceonomy. These include tele-
communications and air, sea,
road, rail and river transporta-
flon,” the statement safd.

“The leaders reaffirmed the
fundamental importance of polit-
iral unity within ASEAN and ac-
knowledged the importance of all
1} ASTAN countries participating
together in APEC and ASEM. They
agreed that Cambadia, laes and
Myanmar should be involved in
APEC working groups, with a view
to eventual membership,” it add-
ed.

According to the statement, the
leaders of ASEAN, China, Japan
and South Korea emphasised the
importance of closer cooperation
among Last Asian countries.
“They supported the proposal by
South Korean President Kim Dae-
jung for an East Asia Study Group.
They also supported the proposal
by Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji o
ser up an expert group to study
how cconomic cooperation and

free  trade relations  between
ASEAN and China can be dee-
pened.”

Tatking to mediapersons, Mr.
Goh stated that an Tast Asian
summit was not going te happen
immediately. Such a process he
said would take some time and,
meanwhile, ASLEAN+3 was the
best way forward. About the for-
mation of the East Asia Study

Group, Mr. Goh gaid details of ics
constitution yaﬁTg be worked out

ITHE [ INDU

26 NOV 20D

£ o

iintegration on

by Solth Korea and the ASEAN
Secretdriat.

To af question whether ASEAN
woulld not get eclipsed by a pos-
sible Last Asian grouping, the
Prime Minister said decep study of
the isspie would be called for by
ASEAN irself. There was a need,
he said, to stress on ASEAN soli-
dariry.

Mr. [soh said there was strang
sense [among ASEAN countries
that algne they were weak, but to-
gether|and integrated, they were
strong

Turring to specilic arcas, the
Pritne |Minister said there was a
need tg build road in the northern
part off ASEAN. While a drive was
even thday possible from Kunim-
ing ((Jhina) to Singapore, there
was a need o facilitate normal ve-
hiculaf iraffic.

Om |aviation, he said, it had
been suggested to Mr. Zhu that
China|should allow ASEAN air-
lines fo fly directly to western
parts gf China. Singapore airlines,
oo, could be permitted to fly to
ASEAN countries and then to the
westenn parts of China.

These ideas, Mr. Goh revealed,
had bgen accepted by Mr. Zhu.

On the upcoming EAL-ASEAN
Foreign  Ministers meeting  in
Laos, [the Prime Minister said
there wvas some discussion on the
issue among ASEAN leaders. “If
E.U. wams to exclude Myanmar,
then 1§t it (the dialogue) be called
oft,” e remarked.
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_China, S. Korea, Japan formali

v b W
By Amit Baruah M Hp 4 traved 1o one of the three “guest " nations. This

SINGAPORE, NOV. 24. China, South Korea and fa-
pan today decided to hold a “regutar” meering
on the sidelines of their annual “ASEAN 3
meetling, officials said.

The decision w hold regular mectings,
which has not been given a foroal title, came
duving a bregkfast mecting by the Chinese
Premier, Mro Zhi Rongih the Japanese Prime

=slmiscer. Mr. Yoshire Moris and the Soudh Ko
mean President, Mr. Kim Dae-jung, on Triday
MO,

Mhe "ASEAN+3" meeting oo is vkely to be
tovmalised and an kast Astan grouping T may
ctierge though counries like Japar appes 1
be treading cautiously in this dircciion,

While ASEAN lcaders declured ¢ e
ASEAN3 meeting this afternnon had agreed

to ser up art East Asian soudy group, Japanese
officials said the issue had been discussed. b
stressed that ne [inal dectsion had besn taken.

Clearly, this new  uvngagement benvesn
ASEAN and Fast Asia is being seen as an eftorr
to reinvigorate the ASEAN grouping as e
ceanomies of China, South Kerea and japen
are much bigger and pertorming betrer thai
their South-tast Asian counterparts.

Ihe officials also stated that it was no tonger
negesany that an “ASEAN+3T meeting neod
I place in an ASCAN couning scverad

AASEAN leaders said they were propated 1o

indicates the dridg in Fast Asion coaperation
and the possibilitdes thar lie ahead.

Ome concrete decision emerging from to-
dav's meetings is q bilateral currency swap ar-
vapgement  and  repurchase  arrangement
amaoiy the ASEAN+3 Finance Mindsters,

Uhe Dasic framewovk amd privciples for the
agrecient bave been worked oat, in line with
ihe Chiang Mai indtiative taken calier this
Vet

CPateral negotianons will be based on the
agced Framework and principles. Cis expeat-
eeb that several biloteral arvangemenis will be
concitdod by the nest ASEAN -3 Vinanve Min-
isrers mecting o Honolula i May 20017, 4
pross advisory put ot by the Japanese stated.

This, the officials said, was distinet frons the
VSEAN Swap Arrangement s which was
dready i1 place. The participans of the AsA
peny inchuded all 1 ASEAN muembers and the
ameunt available npcer the agrecment was 51
hilticn

ASUAN vonndries ore already sceking assist-
ance from ther richer North-East Asian neigh-
botrs in the frans Asian rollway  project,
feasthiliny stuedies for which are 1 begin soon.

Cooperation i the areas of anti-piracy. in-
Inrmation technalogy and the development of
the Mekang sub-region s also hkely 10 see
greater rooperation between ASTAN member
States and North-Last Asia,

ol ot g il
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e annual meet

The issue of Indonesia 1oo came ap at the
CASEAN+ 3T meeting with some leaders ex-
pressing support {or s integrity and sover-
eignty. However, there appeared to have been
few specific on how “ASEAN+3 could help
Indonesia in s aour of crisis.

barbier today, the ASEAN heads of State/
Gavernment signed an Ue-ASFAN Framewaork
Agreement’” with the objective of promoting
coopergiion o Cdevelop. strengthen and en-
hance” the comperitiveness ol the informa-
tion-communication wechnology  seclor in
ASEAN,

The other objectives ol the agreement are to
feduce the digital divide within ASEAN mem-
er Statey and promote the Wberalisation of 1T
roducts, servives ad investinents,
Addressing a press conlerence, Mr. Robess
omula, who headed the e-task foree which
s se up dast vear, said the objective of the
Agreciment was not to merge difterent national
mfrastructure in the region, but make them
aperable wgeéther.

While this agreemein has been signed, there
isl alsir the consciousness that countries jike
Myammnar, Laos and Cambodia lag far behind
other ASEAN counries in the nse and promo-
tign of infoumation technolomy,

The Singapore Prime Minister, Mr. Goh
ok Tong, stressed the need for sl ASEAN
ndtions to promaote the knowloedge and use of
English -— key to the development of 17T,




.+ ASEAN ‘no’ to *

§u_n'i’ﬁiit Mth India

A
By Amit Baruah p‘

SINGAPORE, Nov. 24. The 10-memn-
her lassociation of South-Last
Nations today decided it
was “too early” to have a separate
summit meeting with India or en-
large the ASEAN+3 summit into a
“plus four” arrangement with
~New Delhi’s participation.

Talking to reporters after the
[ourth informal summit here of
the ASEAN leaders, the Singapore
Prime Minister., Mr. Goh Chok
Tong, said the matter of having a
summit with India was discussed
this morning.

_Mr. Goh toid a group of Indian
reporters earlier this month dur-
ing the visit of the President, Mr.
K. R. Narayanan, lhat he would
raise the issue of inviting India to
the informal summit. “The
ASEAN+3 is more an East Asian
gertogether,” he said today.

After today's polite ‘no’, India
will be watching a process of
more  ingensive  engagement
among the “ASLAN43” .— com-
prising China, Japan and South
Kuorea.

Mr, Goh said the view at the
meeting was that “it will be diffi-
cull to have an ASEAN+4" ar-
rangement. The leaders also
considered ASEAN+India a sepa-
rate forum — the view was that it

was a “bit too earlv (0 consider
this request

According to an AFP report|fil-
ed vesterday, Mr. Narayapan
made such a request to Singagore
during his visit.

I India did muke & formall re-
quesl for being associated at|the
summit Jevel with the ASEAN n a
“plus-four format™", its rejectign is
a seripus matrer for New Delhi.

The AFP report also said fhat
while Mr. Goh would raise India’s
request at the meeting, Brunei,
Mataysia, the Philippines and
Thailand were likely to reject it.

Mr. Gon said the view laken at
the sumumit was that  since
“ASEAN 37 f1self was a new proc- -~
es5, the ferum should concengrate
on strengthening the new bond-
ing.

As far as India is concermed,
rather than being seen as making
requests or applying for 4 sept at
+he so-called high table, New|Del-
ai's purpose would be better

sevved by engaging more inten-
sively on the exisuug funamg.

India is a dialogue partner of
the ASEAN and member of the its
regional forum [ARF). Both these
forums present India with putti-
cient opportunity (0 interact with
the regional grouping.
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‘Sense of ‘impatie ce

|0 in ASEAN 18

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, NOV. 23, \Vhat was mar-
ploal o Vengkok has becomne
mainziream in Siewapore, As the
teads of Sede/Governmen gath-
Singapore for tmmorrow’s
Ninformal Stmin and the
ASEANTS roeetings, everyene Is
stddeniv talking abowt the need
10 breathe vew life imo the 10-
meamber regional grouping

fring e Jorelgn Ministers
meeting hr fuly, the Singapore
Yoretgn Minisier, Profl 50 joyku-
i was done in referrig o the
perception among suine Cliser
crs that ASEAN w. it Usuinset gl
ganisation”. i

On ibe eve of the Mool
AREAN sumnniL, pressire s g
mourited on the AN leaders to
place the regtonal grouping an a
firtner footing. The reform ques-
tion, it waild appear, is Hkely o
dominate the informal Sumnmit,

Among  the more  advanced
ASEAN membuers, there is 4 sense
of impanence (that newer entrants
are holding up progress in arcas
of free trede and generatly hold-
Ing up coonomic unien.

following a meeting of ASEAN
Foreign Ministers last night, Prof.
Yavkiimar once again underlined:
“Hut we dia take note that this
was @ very important meeting for
e ASEAN deaders  beoause
ASEAN I3 going thraugh very ini-
portan: challenges, when ques-
Hons hive been raised about the
future of ASEAN. And the Foreign
Ministers noted thai the leaders
will have a wide-open agenda.”

fhe  prossures seem to be
mouniing because thie TASEAN
traika”  agreement reached  in
Bangkok in July is 2 controversial
one. Barring a fow exeeprions,
mest ASEAN countrics have ex-
e domestic sensitivities arnd
have insisted that there shondd be
e deviation from the principle of
non-haericrence in internal af
fuirs.

It L'-“'oﬁingl\; Prof, Jaykumar al-
S0 reveal fed that the Poreign Min-
o had also discussed  the
pruposs for a “retreat’” ; separate
frono their annusl meeting hetd in
fuly of each vear. “And it was feh
that mid-vear, maybe April, we
showdil have o rerres and Myan-
mar has offered the venue for
such a retreas”

A punhiie symposium on A
New ASEAN in 2 Now Millenni-
um’ today, speaker after speaker
reforred 1 the need o reinvicns -
afe Ast

hc:,rcwnt\.u\u from  leading
thitix-tanks were present and giv-

en Ju.' fact that many of these
think-tanks have linksjwith Gov-
erimmeni, e views |expressed
need 10 e mken seriowsiv,

Mro Simon Loy rom the Singa-
pore institine of Intevoagional Af-
faits vas of the view that ASEAN
instinnmms were clearly insefl
ctent and that ir must sigaply not
make promises, bar lake etfective
steps 1y bnplement plans,

My, Tay was af the vikw ihal
while ASEAN st noi begome o
European Ynion i€ could move
bevond the rrotka” and even
have a new “eouncil of leaders” o
rackle urgent issues.

M husuf Wandandi, reprysent-
ing e Cenire for Soaegil and
Internotional Studies,  fakara,
said ASEAN was facing the
lern of the new entranis — 4
ence to Viernam, Laos, Mya
and Cambodia,

Accarding to bim, a “twojtier
type’ ol ASEAN was mz‘l-_'rt'

that the era of an ASEAN
norsonal relationships botwden
Jeaders wis over.

(ne anadvst told  dhis cor
spondent that the  failne
ASEAN was nowhere mare appat
ent than in te inability of the
grouping o address the problem
of the haze, caused by furest ftred
As ASEAN wanched, forests i i
donesia continued 0 go up i
sinrke:.

ASFAN's decision to lorge grea-
rer links with Seuth Koren, Ching
anid fapan bs also reflective of the
Hmitations of the regional group-
g, These three big cconomies,
ASEAN has come to realise, can
play a crucial vole in the vegional
CLOTIOINRY,

The feaders, who go intn their
conclave tomovrow, wifl also be
conscious of thi probleras plagu
ing countries like Indonesia, Phi-
lippines aind, 1o a lesser exient
Thalland.

Indonesia’s future preovcupies
mazny 41 ASFAN given the fact tha
its economy is the biggest in the
region —— is aunual GNP of $ 232
Bitons is more than twice that of
Mufaysia

It the orisis in [ndonesia dee-
pons, the whole region is bound
to suffer nore. While the eco-
nome crisiy of 19798 is over
and even die Tndonesian coornao-
wy o oshowing a posiove trend,
political issues in the nation of is-
fards are no coser to resolution.
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—Malaysia cautions ASEA on trade pacts

L4
“By Amit Baruah HO mediapersons that when

M‘nch would [allow China, South “China, Japan and South

. Agreements (FTAs) with

couniries outside the region lesr
threy undermine the {0-member
organisation.

Thest commentis by the
Malaysian Foreign Minister,
Syed Harnid Albar, comes two
days before an informal summit
of ASEAN leaders begins here on
- Thursday, Chinese, Japanese
~ and South Korean leaders will
" alsu be present in Singapore for
. the ASEAN Plus 3 Sumimit at the
same time.

Mr. Albar’s statement was m
- response to tecent FTAs signed
. by bingapore and New Zealand
- and tatks on FTAs with
- Ausfrabia, Mexico, Japan and

Canada.
© o Mr, Alhar was guoted as
| saying that such moves could
©weaken the implementation of
i the ASEAN Free Trade Area
Y {AFTAL
. "But therc have been a lot of
. attempts to undermine it
. (ASEAN). We have to address

thuse things, otherwise ASEAN
will have problems in the
future,” he said.

The Toreign Minister told

countries "do spmething outside
the ASEAN context which could
weaken the organisation, we
must think twice™.

in @ related development, the
Malaysian Trade Minister, Ms.
Rafidah Aziz, has said that the
FTAs conciuded recently comply
with WTO regulations. However,
she stated that other ASEAN
members need not follow
Singapore’s example, as they
had their “own ASEAN FTA”.

Separately, reports from
Beijing stated that China was
keen o pushing ahead with the
idea of an Asian Monetary Fund,

| Al

Korea and Japan to pargticipate
in an ASEAN burrency exchange
mechanism.

The idea hag been under
discussion in ASFAN forums. It
has faced resistance from the
United States But has received
strong support|\from China.

The repons dlso stated that
the Chinese Pramier, M. Zhu
Rongji. the Japapese Prime
Minister, Mr. Ygshire Mori, and
the South Korean President, Mr.
Kim Dae-jung, would have a
separate meeting on the
sidelines of the ASEAN Plus 5
meeting.

LA L SL
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Korea are very important
countries in Astd and make up
some 80 per cent of the GDP of
the total region, so it's a gend
idea at these muitilateral
meetings (o have a meeting
between us,”’ a Chinese Foreign
Ministry official was quoted as
saying in Beijing today.,

“China suppuorts the informal
trilateral meeting and we have
some suggestions about
institugionalising the meeting
thar will be on the agenda when
the officials meet and which we
believe will elicit a positive
response,” the official stated,
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By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, NOV. 20. The 13 Defence
\inisters of the Curepean Union
member-States  began  pledging
manpower and weapons on Mon-
day tor a new rapid reaction corps
— “same one-lakh troops, includ-
ing 60,000 combat twoops and
hack-up personnel of around
40,000, The {orce will also have
200 military aireraft and several
hundred naval vessels to deploy
troops and equipment in Crises re-
gions in or near Eurape.

High-tech  military hardware
will be deployed ostensibly 1o
comain military chatlenges posed
10 the E. The proposed LU
force may also handle emerger-
cies which could aflect Lurapean
security. [n the post-war decades,
the 1.3, countries minus France,
operated under the mititary um-
brella of NATO. For some tme
now, politicians in burope have
cansidered the creation of an in-
dependent Eurepean force, Eu-
ropeans  also  feel that &
Repuhlican administration in the
1J.S. may not be too enthusiastic
about committing human, materi-
al and financial resources far any
European crises.

Military analysts 1oday deliber-
ated on a detailed report, which
highlighted gaps in the high-tech
equipment  and logistics that
plagued conventional armies in
the L.U. Germany is already in the
process of major reforms tgkn;qd-
eypise its arpy. Britaln is like 36[‘)3
pledge petween 12,000 and 18,

troops to the E.U. defence force,
backed by 18 warships and 72 mil-
jtary aircraft. The creation of an
independent  Eurapean defence
force will ohviously entail more
defence spending by the member
countries who have so far relied
teavily on the NATQ and the U.S.
to contain security crises in the re-
gion.

Any military mission undertak-
en by the new force will need 1o he
sanctioned by all the member-
States. [t will be under the oper-
ation command of a senior officer
drawn from a E.U. member-State.
Some shadow political boxing
among E.AJ. allies is expected as
major Furopean military powers
will promote their candidates for
senior command posts in the pro-
pused army. In Britain, the Oppoa-
sition has already accused the
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair's
Government of “overstretching”
the British armed forces by com-
mitting troups to the Luropean
force. The British Government has
reiterated that the force will be
used for peacekecping more than
fighting.

The British Defence Minister
said: “We will not be fighting un-
der a European flag. The reality is
that we will be organised in a way
wholly consistent with the way a
NATO multnational force or 2
United  Nations multinational
force is organised.” British offi-
cials are adamant that Britisk
treops will not be deployed undet
the E.UL flag but Furopeans inter
pret this as an attempt by British

Government leaders to pldcate
hostile public opinien towards the
prospects of creating an nde-
pendent Luropean force.

In theory, the proposed force
will be ready for action withjn 12
months. According to Furapean
olficials, Germany will pledge the
largest force {ollowed by France
and Britain. {his will be follpwed
by lraly (60003, Spain [G,000), Hol-
land (5.0001, Greece (3,000 Yin-
Jand and Sweden (2000 eachh and
Belgium. Ireland and Portuggl will
contribute 1000 troops cach.(Den-
mark has opted out and Apstria
wanls more time to consider its
role and contribution. Each bf the
15 LU, countries have pledged
pot just annour and infantny burt

rmy takes a definite shape 7\

air farce and naval unity. The Eu-
ropean commen defens and for-
cign policy department §s headed
by M. Javier Salana.

Observers wonder how the new
force will work in the eventuality
of major military and security cri-
ses. For example, Turkey is the
founder-member of NATO but so
far, has not been made @ member
of the European Union. Turkey al-
so mainiains the largest conven-
{ional army in the Furopean and
West Asian region of NATO. The
propased LU, military force may
harrow NATO resources — mainiy
1).5. intelligence and  transport.
This procedure has been chal-
lenged bv Turkey which has noth-
ing w do with the EU. foree.



A long haul ahead
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of the 15 European
Unien member-states
are normally routine and
placid events, with some
rhetoric about Furopean unity,
consolidation and future
expansion of the EU. and a
quest to fulfill the aspirations of
the 370 million citizens. But, the
emphasis at next month’'s E.U.
summit at Nice in France will be
on what European bureaucrats
fondly refer ty as the “decision-
making process™ in the future.
FFor, in the next two decades,
sume ten more nations from the
formier communist eastern and
central Furope will have joined
as full members. By 2002,
European coins and currency
notes will alse be in circulation.
The eure is currently used as a
rrading currency. In an
expanded E.1J., the role of the
turopean Central Bank (ECRB) is
viral to monitor and regulate
fiscal and economic stability.

,,_

It is argued that for countries
joining the U, the gap
between the shetoric and the
reality of enlargement is now

widening. in the November “puosition
report”” which assesses the “entry
preparations” of 12 applicant countries,
senior European Commission bureaucrats
expressed satisfaction with the progress,
Only Romania is an exception. Hence.
European Government leaders have
adeclared their aim to be “ready to
welcome™ the first wave of new members
by the end of 2002, It is a centainty that on
January 1, 2003, Poland, Hungary and the
Czech Republic will be “full members” of
the E.L1. All aspiring applicants have heen
negotiating for 30 months. Turkey has been
in talks for several years with dim
prospects of joining. at least in the near
furure,

Mr. Romano Prodi, President of the
European Commission, warns that
member-states were now “hackracking'” in
their willingness to see more majority
decisior-making in the B, My, Predi said
that moving to more ‘qualified majoriiy
voting' [(QMV) was the "main challenge”
for the inter-governmental conference on
the E.U.'s institutional reforms. This
conference is to be concluded art the EU.'s
Nice summit. There is also mounting
opposition to the five major E.U. member-
states’ national right to veto. Mr. Prodj
describes it as “a manacle”. This conld be
replaced by a QMV process particulasly in
five key areas — trade, social policy,
asylum and immigraticn, taxation, and
regienal funding. Later, this may alse be
extended to trade in services and
intellectual property rights,

Currently a wave of resentment is
huilding up against Mr. Prodi's call for
increasing the powers of the Brussels-based
bureaucracy of some 17,000 eurocrats or
civil servants, who — in the perception of
the average Curopean — are deemed to be

Commission President, Mr. Romano Prodi {extreme right)...

The future of the European
Union depends to a great deal
on the ability of its politicians

and institutions fo initiate

reforms. BATUK GATHANI
takes a look at the state of the
grouping ahead of its summit
next month.

grossty overpaid and underworked. The
decline of the euro highlighrs the
inadequate functioning of the ECB which
has attracted much criticism in the
Furopean media. Obwviously, many
European citizens are uneasy about giving
up more sovereignty to eurocrats. Even
bureaucrats at the European Comimission
and politicians at the European Parliament
are often rated as mediocre. if the standard
of thetr debate is any criteria.

‘The European parliamentarians are in a
quandary with the recent advent of far-
right parties in Austria, Flanders (Belgium),
Germany and France. There is a lurch
toward xenophobia and overt displays of
“hatred for foreigners” are common. The
German Government recently banned
extreme-right political parties for
promuoting racism and ethnic hatred in the
country.

The E.U.'s future depends to a great deal
on the ability of its politicians and
insticutions te-initiate reforms and pursue
novel ways Lo create wealth, Critics have
argued that the E.U. is moving in the
direction of becoming a community of
“inadequate leadership and atomised

The Russian and French leadets, Mr. Viadimir Putin and Mr. Jacgues Chirac, with the European

a grouping in flux.

goals”’. The power of the Eurapean
bureaucrats seems to be increasing along
with growing inefficiency as European
politicians operate at new fevels of self-
interest. Mr. Prodi also attracts much
eriticism, as a healthy dialogue between
European bureaucrats, the media and the
public seems lacking, despite much officiat
posturing to the contrary. What kind of
E.U, will eventually emerge within two or
three decades remains 1o be seen.

Minus the influential lobby of
eurosceptics, particularly in Britain and
parts of Scandinavia, few Europeans worry
about the “‘mythical danger of a European
super-state.” Germany’s Foreign Minister,
Mr. Joscka Fischer. whose call for a Federal
Europe alarmed many Burosceptics, said
this week that the E.U, would never
become a federal state like the U8
because it will never have a homegeneous
national population. He said the E.U. was
heading for a much closer political
integration and that for the sake of

ernocracy and transparency, rhis required

radical review of the way its institutions

ork. This is the main agenda at the Nice
BLmmit.

The bottomline is that the European

hureaucracy has yet to inspire much
onfidence. An editorial writer of Financial
Tirmes concludes: “The Nice sumimit will be
d success if it paves the way for early
nlargement, That means keeping the E.0J.
ecision-making process as sirnple and
effective as possible. Some more majority
vpting will be requived but not in areas still
seen as natianal prerogatives, of which
taxation is the most obvious. {t also means
reweighing the vores of member-states, (o
ehsure that those with the largest
ppbpulation cannot he easily outvoted when
embership is extended.”

e e ——




"Mekong-Ganga confluence

! THE CONSTRUCTION of a mere connecting link may not
| nurmally warrant the presence of six ministers representing
" as many countries of the region. But the proposed Mekong-

Gunga connection is clearly no ordinary project. S¢ it was that

the Vientiane Declaration issued at its launching inthe Laotian

capital last Friduy drew pointed attention to several spin-ofts
from this multi-nation enterprise. Extending all the way from
India to Vietpam through Myanmar, Laos, Catpbodia and

Thailand, the proposed highway will set up import linkages

with Kuala Lumpur and Dhaka as well. This East-West corridor

's expected to pravide an unprecedented impetus| to the pro-

mation of trade. tourism and communicatipns between the

countries which it will cnmncct.\\,w / \,ﬁiﬂ\: W \

Without in any way belitding the role which the projed§ 1
expected to play in promoting physical contacts between the yix
countries of the South and South East Asian regipn, the sym-
bolic meaning of connecting the two great riveg basins can
hardly be missed. Therc is little doubt that this trafis-Asian link
wilt help revive the kind of social, eeonomic and gultural con-
tacts which existed between India and the people f the ‘Indo-

China’ region several centuries ago. In the mor immediate

context, it may not be unreasonable 1o hope that the expansion

of these contacts will provide an impetus to the SAARC, which

has been beset with a persisting impasse thut refpses to tran--

weend the differences between its two largest members. In any

case, Bhutan and Nepal, apart from Bangladesh, will be the
“other immediate beneficiaries of this novel endeayour.

The Mekong-Ganga project must be seen as yet another off-
shoot of the policy of increasingly looking towa ds the East
which New Dethi hus pursued since the eatly Nineties.
President K.R. Narayanan’s current visit to Sifjgapore and
Prime Minister Vajpayee's forthcoming visit to Vigtnam form a
part of the same policy initiative. Analysts have gt times tried
tor figure out how China wili see the project. Sevetal participat-
ing countries, including India and Laos. have made it clear
that it is not directed against ‘anyone’. The mere fact of devel-
oping a network of linkages involving so many coyntries should
itself prove to be an important factor in promoting peace
and stability in the region,which should be an additional
reasan for welcoming it '

*HE HINDUSTAN TIME:
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ekong-Ganga project

signed,

. Py ™ \
boost to Asean economic ties
—'71

L hA
L

Shishir Gupta

Vientiane (Laos), November 10

THE ASIAN highwav project
today crossed @ major hurdle with
the ministers of five ASEAN coun-
tries and India agreeing (o develop
cast-west transpottation corridor
under the umbreila of the newly
launched Mekong-Ganga
Cooperation grouping.

The ministers of India. Vietnam.
Mvanmar, Cambodia. Theatland
and Lao PDR signed the Vientiane
Declaration, which outlines the
basic theme of Cooperation and
charts the future course tor rapid
ceonomic  davelopment  of  the
Mekony regicn countries,

{t i learnt that the name of in-
nalive way changed from Ganga-
Mekong Swarnabhoowm project w
Mekong-Ganga  Cooperation at
the last moment following discus-
sion between ministers of the par-
ticipating countrics,

With this India has extended s
footprines into the ASEAN region
under the geo-strategic backdrop
Bv expleiting the historically dri-
ven natural connectivity. India has
added powerfud cultural dimension
to s ceonomic diplomacy by
encouraging  businuss  contacts
benween the people residmy on the
hanks of Mekong and Ganga.

This particular track using cultor-
al. education und communication

s to sl an agenda tor economic
and political cooperation is expect-
ed to he India’s effort o achieve
the same but at its own lesurely
pace.

The Vierhane Declaration calls
for cforts t promole new linkages
in Snowledge-hascd sectors as well
as i old ceconomy arcas like trans-
port corridors and infrastructure
development.  The  linkages
between India and these countries
of Indo-China region sver land will
also give New Delhi an opportani-
rv 1o speed up ceonomic develop-
ment ol s North-East region,

When compicted the Asian high-
wity project s expected to hink up
Singapare with Noew Delhi o
saath Asio vin Kuala Lampur, Ho
Chin  Minh citv, Phon Penh.
Bungkok. Vientiance. Chiang Mal,
Yangon,  Mandulay,  Kalemyo,
Timu. Dhaka and Culeurta. India
o adready suken the first step in
this direction and is involbed in
huitding the road linking Tamu
{Manipur) to Kalemvo. a key com-
muaication junction in the centre
ot Myvanmar

Tourism: Minister of Myvanmar.
Maor General Saw Lwin told the
iangural meceting this afternoon
that his country was prepared to
PRIV GUT WaY 35 8 SIEAlCgic gateway
o hmdiap ssheontinent,” He said:
“Muiiumar was also awaie of ity
ideal strategic Tocation linking

India
arwas

and Mekong river basin
particularly along the over-

land foute,”
Indian Foreign Minister Jaswant

Singh|

told the ministerial group

that the Ganga-Mekong coopera-

Lo ¢
and s
its an

puld reap "rangibie economic
scial gains motivated by prof-
f benetits.”

Hodcver, Vietnamese Foreign
Minister Nguyen Nein pointed out
Lhat a| majority of population living

in thg

vived

Ganga-Mekong region sur-
with income of less that two

US depllars a day and that the Indo-

Ching

sl e

Acknowledging
ahead

region was one of thé poor-
pions of South-East Asia.

the  hurdles
tor this fledgling grouping,

the mpinisterial group has set no

tirng

frame for project implemen-
tation

for the present. However,

the MC group has appointed a
committee of Laos, Myanmar and

S0
ber ¢

+ officials of remaining mem-
suntries to chart a roadmap

or acl|i0n plan for the tuture.
5

Ho

t country Laos will be heading

the GMC group with the six minis-
rers deciding to rotate the chair-

Nans

1ip alphabetically. According

o Lap Foreign Minister Somsavat
Lanpgavad, the ministerial group
will rheet annually and after the

ASEAN Ministerial Meeting! Post
Minigterial Conference. The s

minis

Hanoj in July 2004,

ers are expected f




BRUSSELS, NOV. 7. In principle al least, the so-
called 'europeanisation’ of Turkey will begin
tomortrow when the Furopean Commission
will guide it how to take concrete steps e pre-
pare for full membership of the European
Uinion,

The E.U. will present a list of pJ‘OpOs?Qd
forms 1o the Turkish Deputy Prime Miniscér,
Mr. Masur Yelmaz, who is in charge of Tu}-
key’s efforts to join the E.UJ. Mr. Yelmaz, in his
early forties, is an ardent advocate of EU.
membership and has warm personal contacts
with senior European leaders.

He is also a fluent speaker in German and
English. Mr. Yelmaz personifics the aspira-
tions of middle class Turks to join the E.U. and
behleves that Turkey's economic and political
future Hes within the framework of an expand-
ed E.U,

The E.U., which presently consisis of 15
member-States may have 10 to 12 more mem-
bers within a decade or so. Turkey with a pop-
ulation of ncarly 80 million would be the
second largest member after Cermany. Hence,
for many traditional and Christian Europeans,
its membership evokes controversy if not out-
right racism.

Turkey is essentially a Muslim country, al-
beit with strong secular traditions, bur sacial
and ethical chatlenges posed by Istamic fun-
damentalists are constanty lurking in the
background. In fact, Turkey's strong and pro-
gressive mililary rates itself as the sole custo-
dian of its Kamalist secular traditions,
established by the founder of modern: Turkey,
Kamal Ataturk, over seven decades ago. It is
often argued that its membership is still ‘an
inteflectual utopia’ for a vast majority of Eu-
ropeans.

The BV, Russia and the East Furopcan
countries are also passing through a demo-
graphic revolution with declining populaticn
due to low birth rates and increasing longevity
of average citizens.

Many E.U. countries may have maore pen-
sioners than tax paying wage carners within

two or three decades if current demographic
trends are any criterion.

The E.U, for example, necds a steady low of
same half a million immigrants a year 1o sus-
tain the current balance between pensioners
and tax pavers. Turkey has a large portion of
vounger population and maintaius a healthy
population growth. The very fact that Turkey
ts large and demographically vibrant, with a
stwrong Mushim identity makes it the least pop-
ular candidate for the membership.

According o the EUL agenda. Turkey — (o
start with — has to drastically bnprove its hu-
man rights record in the background of seces-
sionist activities of Kurdish rebels, a raging
guerilla war and political and social havoc trig-
gered by the activities of Islamic fundamental-
ists. How it can cope with the challenges of
human rights values remains to be seen.

In many ways, Turkey is still a deeply con-
servative society and the vast rural population
depends on traditional agriculture. In recent
vears, it also has made impressive strides in
industrialisation with its urhan pepulation in-
creasing almost chaotically. This is evident in
vast areas of stums and depraved areas of ma-
jor metropolitan centres.

The E.U. officials regret thai the Turkish au-
thosities have so far done little to initiate polit-
ical, economic and social reforms 1o
consolidate demacracy, rule of law, human
rights and protection of ethnic minorities. The
Turks have argued that though one fifth of the
population is Kurdish, only a tiny minority is
seen fighting for a separate Kurdish state and
identity.

Prominent Turkish politicians feel thar its
E.U. membership can materialise in reason-
able time” if the E.U. processes the application
ina “realistic and sincere way.” This is a moot
point as many Turkish politicians also feel
convinced that despite the so-called full mem-
bership, it will continue to remain E.U.'s ‘odd
man put’. it is also the founder-member of
NATO and maintains the largest conventional
army in NATO-Europe.

The European Comuussion will tomorrow

THE HINDU

N KOV 2:

present a docunient which will outline 1he
proposed reforns and recommendations for
short and medium term reforms. Turkey is
seen going through a process of major social,
psycho-political transformation. In JTanuary,
this was highlighted by Ankara's decision to
postponte the execution of the jailed Kurdish
rebel leader, Mr. Abdullah Gcatan,

The Prime Minister, Mr. Bulent Ecevit's gov-
ernment then agreed that the death sentence
passed last year against Mr. Ocalan should be
suspended, while his appeal 10 the European
Court of Human Rights is heard. Mr. Ecevit
said the Government would respecr an injune-
tion from the court to delay his execution. in
his recent statements, Mr. Gealan has pleaded
for national uniry and reconciliation.

There are many imponderables on the Turk-
ish horizon as the country tries to cope with
modernisation and the proposcd E.U. mem-
bership. 1ts fast growing and prosperous mid-
dle  class is  essentially  secular and
Furopean-oriented in its lifestyle and think-
ing. At the same time, the social and political

hallenge posed by Islamic fundamentalists
annol be under-estimated.

The Turkish military has consistently

rarned religious fundamentalists that it rates
itself as the sole “protectors and custodians of
Jurkey’s secular and Kamalist heritage” and
would ruthlessly curb any hurch rowards reli-

ious fundamentalism. Turkey has strong cui-
tural and econamic links with the post- Soviet
gountries of central Asia

The debate in the E.1. is weather the west
cin still count on Turkey to contain the

Turkey's size {ore third the size of Indiw),
location and economic potential would also
suggest that its isolation from the west could
hdve a dramatic consequence for the balance
ofjpower in Central and West Asia, the Balkans

and the Caspian basin.///«/
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Extinction
awatts gibbons

. .

in Vietham
HANOGI, Get. 22, — Wildlife
experis are warning that
Vietnam's gibbon poputation is
teetering on the verge of
extinction and could be wiped
oul within 10 years,

Scientists say thai hunting

pressure, habitat destruction
and the increasing human pop-

: Mr Romano Prodi here.

ulation are the main reasons for |

the gibbon's plight in particular
and of all primazes in general.
There are four species of gib-
bon in the country — the east-
ern and western black-crested
gibbons, which reside in north-
ern parts, the white-cheeked
crested gibbon found in isolat-
ed cenlral {urests. and the yel-
Jow-chesked crested gibbon,
found in lower regions of the
country. Other critically
endangered primates include
the tonkin snub-nosed nmonkey,
the galden-headed langur and
delacour’s langur. — ANN

- . 'y
ties with Malaysia
51 X
SEOUL, Oct. 22. — The Furopean Union is
Malaysia’s biggest trading partner.

This was disclosed to Prime Minister My Mahathir Mohammad
at a hilateral meeting with Earapean Commission president

THE STAR
ASIA NEWS NETWORK

cen to become

The European Union is currently/ Malaysia’s third largest trad-
ing partner.

During the meeting, held at the sldelines of Asem, the EC presi-
dent expressed the view that ties between the two sides could be
further enhanced.

The European Union also wanted to set up an office in Kuala

o

- Lmmpur but was facing some budget constraintz, Mr Mahathir

said.

The Prime Minister also met fhis Luxembourg counterpart,
Mr Jean-Claude Juncker, whao sought Malaysia’s views on the sit-
nation in South East Asia.

Regarding the World Trade Orpanisation (WTC) trade facilita-
tion conference that Kuala Ldmpur will organise for Asem,
My Mahathir said Mabaysia had pot yet formulated any proposals
for discussion at the meeting.

“Bul, generally, we want the WTO to be fair to all sides and not

© just listen to one”, he said.
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Peace on Earth
Why the European Union Cannot Make It

ONDON: The European

Union (EU) is a wannabe su-
perpower, paying some of the bills
run up in pursuit of the new world
order, but reduced always to play-
ing a crass supporting role in the fi-
nal solution. By a cruel coincidence,
the millennial big idea out of Eu-
rope this summer — the British
prime minister’s policy soundbyte
urging the continent to become a
superpower but not a superstate —
was prematurely rushed into a
road-test and found to be crashing-
ly trite even before press coverage
of the event had dried up.

The storm breaking over West
Asia’s eternal conflict zone in late
September merely illustrated the
EU’s impotence in influencing de-
velopments, with the EU foreign
policy chief Javier Solana, British
and French foreign ministers Robin
Cook and Hubert Vedrine shuttling
ceaselessly between Arab capitals
with little to show for their pains. It
is worth noting that no one, includ-
ing the Palestinians who have most
cause to suspect America’s creden-
tials as an “honest broker”, has ever
seriously suggested the Europeans
as a worthy or even likely long-term
replacement. This, despite the EU’s
massive cash infusions to the
Palestinian authority.

So, if the trio from Euroland mat-
tered at all, it was as bit brokers
trailing their own network leads
and touting their own foreign poli-
cy favourites, for instance, French
pro-Arabism. But they hardly con-
stituted a choreographed perfor-
mance on behalf of that shadowy
creature supposed to be rising
swiftly and surely from the deep,a
European superpower spanning
the continent and soon, tortured
Balkan south-cast into a mighty
counterpoint to American market-
driven dominance.

Instead, amazingly for a project,
which began nearly 50 years ago as
the dull econromic mating of coun-
tries overwhelmingly interested in
coal and steel, the EU is developing
its own brand of vibrant politics a la
the superstate. The politics of
protest has its own compelling log-
ic, namely putting the screws on big
government, but it is no less signifi-
cant for that. At the very least, it is
interesting that nearly two years af-
ter the birth of the rather sickly sin-
gle currency, the euro, disparate
peoples across the continent were
united for one ‘weck of rage’ in
September, against the easy ortho-
doxy of late 20th century western
economics, high fuel taxes.

But. if the pan-European week of
rage was a selfserving form of

By RASHMEE Z AHME

political unity in diversity, it did at
least teach the young Turks among
British farmers, Belgian and putch
road hauliers and German (lorry
drivers the tactical benefits of sheer
Gallic gall and the escargotistyle
{snail) technique of demonstration.

Indeed, the EU’s slow morphing
into a primitive political orggnism
has been helped by its convention
on human rights, now legally en-
forceable in each of its 15 member-
countries. Unfortunately for the
grand European project, it is the
language of rights (available to its
citizens), rather than respongibili-
ties {to the European superstate),
which is increasingly seen ag the
EU’s raison d’etre. It is an interest-
ing sidelight of the push for greater
economic and political union| that
the real bonds being forged are
emotional instead, with the Buro-
pean Court of Human Rights in
Strasbourg seemingly offering hope
to all of Europe’s dispossessed, dis-

IN BRIEF

* The EU has not really been
effective in its diplomacy
in West Asia

* The EU's real rallying point
appears to be based on
human rights for all of
Europe’s dispossessed

* Tomorrow's good European
citizen is likely to be from
among the continent's ethnic
minorities

* Europe today cannot afford
to keep the peace, let
alone make it

inherited and dispirited.

Hardly surprisingly then that to-
morrow’s good European citizen is
far more likely to be from among
the continent’s ethnic minorities —
the British Hindu who used the Hu-
man Rights Act to make the jcase
for legalising temple weddingd; the
Muslim who argued that polygamy
is an enforccable right available
under European law and | the
German Turk claiming compénsa-
tion for racial discrimination from
a state, which sees hi as
“auslandisch™ or foreign despite a
lifetime in Germany.

So, the substructure of the syper-
state is taking shape, but the super-

AU A
YA\

EU is unable tq make its con-
stituent parts bail if tandem howso-
ever choppy the political waters in
foreign parts.

As it stands, EU foreign policy is
an unreconstructed ‘push-me-pull-
you’ creature, abruptly changing
sides with each six-month rotating
presidency from among the mem-
ber-states. The prognosis too is
poor, with the planned enlargement
of the Union to include the poor
eastern fringes of a continent that
has only just rid itself of 55 years of
communism with the departure of
Slobodan Milosevic, Enlargement
is incteasingly seen as one of the 10
commandments of corporate-style
Bismarck expansionism, albeit via
mergers rather than mortars. But
the planned inclusion of Bulgaria,
Romania, Latvia, Lithuania, Slova-
kia and Malta, alongside Hungary,
Poland, Estonia, Slovenia, Cyprus
and the Czech Republic, would
only convert the EU into a gigantic
and muiti-speed construct, chal-
lenging Brussels’ gospel, ‘one has to
be big to be successful’.

Indeed, Mr Milosevic’s dramatic
downfall and the eager reception
given by the EU to his successor,
Vojeslav Kostunica, has opened up
a can of worms. Like other recipi-
ents of EUJ largesse, Mr Kostunica
has signalled his enthusiasm for aid
but stifled expectations that he will
play the honourable European gen-
tleman and hand Mr Milosevic over
to the International Criminal Court
at the Hague.

The international tribunal, of
course, is the point at which
Brussels shoulders the white
man’s burden and completes the
Kiplingesque Anglo-Saxon mission
of civilising the world. The EU sees
itself as the significant half of that
“international community” so
beloved of White House spokes-
men and western agencies when
pointing out the right way forward
for errant countries.

Unfortunately, the EU cannot
enforce the moral logic of its mod-
ern crusade with the smart sword or
smart bomb. A common European
defence force remains just a gleam
in the eve of the British and French,
with budget-balancing govern-
ments unwilling to reverse years of
declining defence expenditure.
At present, Europe cannot afford
even to keep the peace let
alone make it, in its own Balkan
backyard in Bosnia and Kosovo.
For that it needs the US and
the price to pay is humble accep-
tance of a waik-on part in the politi-
cal passion plays which threaten
the new world order.



siapodur pue aonodxa urpu) 1op suoneo
-tiduug reosguis SR 0und oYy 1o ongea oLy
Ul $3ULMS IPLM PUER SALIUNGY {17 aY) 1M
S1OpHeI] [BULDIXA S BIPUT JO IR B A[IRap

WINSS] [BUOL
UL JolRrun uo Lapim Jagp os)e s91es
Bquuaw 2], g o jo Asuospisaad oy
Juiploy Apuaund s1 s aaur g Sy
Ul oYM BaIny (uon pasiufosan un)
-1¢] pue AuruLIan) ‘Avp doyio my opduexs
1o, sranewr Aaqod asuagap pur ufho
10 UL ISTDRUL-JOS L0 PASBY SAANRNITUT MG
IR MR Sjuowuaaaosy aeadomny oy

.cAorjod adusgep Jo ufialog uradoany uow
-L0D, Byl Jo sIaweied UOWUos Jajoas
01 194 sBY Ay INg OIYN Jo (miouod A
-DIDDS ISULIGY 3Y) 'BUR|0S AAR[ Iy UT 0w
-addns,, Amjod souapap pur udgiog poajjeo
-08 B OSE [y Aty samijed douapn o
UAIBI0] LOWILWOY O SBL ()5 91 D9SNy
SOIRIS IdUIDW-G [ oyl Juowe Anun o yor|
aygl moqe ueow uayo sueasdonvy atg

SIR0A 1XDU JO ey
puGIas ay) ul (g gl Jo Asuopsord Fune
o4 oty -xis ) sawmsse Wwn@dag uayma
Auo persawopdtn aq Aewr sug g wp
-taBe snoniquie je sey A[UIRLIA) A U0l

SSIULIUEO!Y AL U sandwajod sng asan aomod
BIOW UAld pue Aponup pPaoap s1ooym
MIApHsold B ulm | paduetjy A|eoneunmp,
SL e uolssiawo’y uesdomy e 21B310
o3 sosodosd a1y owng ueideg oyt
SINSIULA JO [1MUN07)
A PUER JUSLUE] B ‘UOTSSTIIWN) Usadoiny
ALY SE Yons Syl Jo suonninsui @ayo
pUr g7y 2yl o SUILoRIUNY 311 INCYE SUMK
-RAIISLL snouas passaldxs ase( suvadol
SN} A0S IRy punoadyoeq siyl ul st
|
-{op Buons puw 0ano yeam a1l ) pAINQIIR
s1untm ssoen A3uous ueadomz ur aseaou
Al Aq poyolrs mou ‘sasir adem Lieuoneyu
ummuos o) | sonpid eonangs,, ueadoan
JABUILNED 01 UoLRNEID 124LIN) 10} pajes
BLRQUISINCE I SI9YARW IOWIPSUOD  pue
INOYE[ JO UONBSIRIBOL LPROIG PUE SLLI0J
-ad X1 doleur spresmo) sjuaunLipac a3 g
uaye] sdais pasterd ose 1aquasog) T
“Au)igels
JHIOUOIA [9IRald PNRILY SBY IR} 08 LOILM
Burpuads ongnd vo jonuad nER uUew
(1 SIUSUILLIBAO} QUGZ-0ING [ [ 21 U0 pa[e
UIBY U1 B2INUIOTY (O IR [ROONRY
—Iu] ol o weideyo ueuwnan ap Busaup
-pR Ui Ay o Juapisald patandeawg oy

‘Alaguasan(] wp A seoud po oy o
ASNRISY LSLUAAON UL TUaD 1ad aal) o) anajf
&q somepite onsowop osearoul oy Fuisod
-oxd aaw soune ueadoan;] Auepy cste|op
ur 16§ pred si yoym suodud 1o teadoing
Jo aoud a) s1vage A[[EONSEIP 0N yeam
L uoneno durdasid oys moyge Alom
SISAJBLIL SB U0ZLOY Gt Awould osimuogo
Y1 uo Furulf 1aa78 Kfuo agp sy A sy,

quan dad gy
wieny juax 1ad sadijl 01 J(1D) URLIATY )
Ui Imed s eod 1Y) 0 S0IRLLLSS 811 98T )
JUDILLLIDAOT) IR ULLOT) D11 POBUD SR 0INa
yeasm iy jo asneaaq spodye uesdoing w
100 YUy | adoanyg jo Auouoda | aan
~OUI0d0], ) §B UONIUN] 6] Sa0Unu0d Au
SBRLLB) Jusd Jad 11 01 g1 woay opel) pgo[d
JO aarys s1LaseRId 0] ‘suodxa s posooy
A[EINEWRIP sEY YoM AuBuniey sp ool
-Na PAN[RABD O Jo Arerxgauad 1sa881g oy
‘pury 19110 941 UQ Aasuadxa a1ow suod
-un gupeul Aq uenepun jo spadsord mp
sasealoul pur Aduarmd uradoinyg vowwon
Ayl Ul BOUAPYUOD SAINPAL 11 SB SIdIr
JBLIIELJ LT UOTIBLLIAISUOY 35N 0) Futuus
-3(] 51 01N 2], 5661 AEnUR[ Ul paydaune;
SEM 1 O3S JRflop a1l 1suege Jusd 1ad
(1€ O 67 AQ POLE[IIP SBY OUNS I ' MOL Ay

~NDU

)

ﬂ.“:' L |

IR
Jey) 08 03 Buideupiy JOU I as g uoh
-1sod aanrsod e up st adoaryy ojoysoya ug),,
‘Pres snige gy uon s gg Aq oopeoord
-de o1 Enusiod oy s
ST, JURINE | JJA] “ESIUA QIR YU
ap Ag poaupno — umkdoond  aysie
A0 DEOW ALY UAAIMO]| SIAA0IIL 1 0)
70 S0 (F 01 ISP AR OUND Y)Y b
S1 SIN{IRLL RIDURLL oY) U MDA DsLissod
BY [ ADUILIND U 211 9BRA|NS 0) HOnUIA
L adp jo sadsolrd a1 1as0 aopuod
0} SONUHUOD BT YL IRJOP O3 1sueEn an
-JRA MO] 20321 B SUNLLY 01110 ag) ondsog

SISTI Bl]) WIRUe)
0] uigl iy uradonu] gy jo AUpge
-1 HUILDOS J11 JO pUunoIdyaeg oyt g '0ins
A1 Jo sugaap dusseLg o ) g pajydy
a1y Apueudiod stosuyg aeyn sonboe(
JA JUIPISAL] YDUILE M) PUR IS I
UASIGIN uSado,] s AUBULIN AQ OS|R
IPEISJOULDA ATIO) ITY CIDISTUTIN UL 8, uIn
-18]ag Aq A[U0 10U paes s ANNgRILNGIIR
rpDowRp pue Asuaiedsueny AdU00140,,
FOoR] SHONNINsUL S unti ) ueadoin:g oy 3
uoudassed vowoy || 6T L0 ‘s1assnyd

UIBLIET) IRy Ay

2% saunjonays '3 dn Suluo) Joy siapea 4



- E.U.-Russia summit to
w*focus on security issue

(")j

PARIS, OCT. 3¢. The Russian Presi-
dent, Mr. Vladimir Putin, met Fu-
rapean Union leaders today for a
summit with the focus on Rus-
sia’s shaky economy and L1
plans o expand castwards and
creale & new secunly forore

Mr. Putin was welcomed to the
Elysec Palace by the French Pres-
ident, Mr. Jacques Chirace, whose
country holds the E.U.'s rotaring
presidency. The European Com-
mission chiet, M. Bomano Prodi,
and foreign policy supremo. Mr.
favier Solana, were also ar the
talks. Mr. Putin and Mr. Chirac,
who were scheduled 1o hoetd bi-
lateral talks, exchanged a formal
handshake on the steps of the
Elysee when the Russian leader
arrived accompanicd by a jarge
official delegation.

The E.U.-Russia summit. the
sixth of its kind, gives Mr. Putin
an apportunity o mend ties with
Paris and boost Russian-burope-
an involvement in iternational
security  issucs  where  Russia
wanls o make its voice heard.

Mr. Putin was due o brief his
hosts on his efforts 1o speed up
market reforms e tooattract
badly needed forcign invesunent,
He will also seck information on
E.U. plans to set up a 60.000-
strong rapid reaction toree aimed
at helping to prevent or defuse
conilicts around the world.

“The Russians have indicated
they want a hig discussion on the
[L.U. s new common security and
defence pelicy,” Mr. Solana's
spokeswoman, Ms Christina Gal-
lach, said. “For their part, the
BAJL. leaders arc very keen Lo
share with the Russians informa-
tinn about their plans,” she said.

Mr, Prodi was expected ta spell
out his proposal for a sharp in-
crease in Bl cnergy imports
from Russia over the next 20
years. kncrgy cooperation has
become especially wpical amid

I’LLE‘IH protests in western bu-

opre over rising fuel prices.

The ELUL wants Muscow 1o rat-
ifv a 1994 energy charter which
would provide a legal framewnrk
for investments in the potentially
highlv lucrative sector by Weslt-

ern firms. The chief executive of

Russia’s gas monopoly Gazprom,
Mr. Rem Vyakhirev, was attend-
ing the summit, thongh no deals
were expected to be signed at the
talks.

LU efficials say they have
been heartened by the liberal ec-
onomic stance of Mr. Putin's eco-
nomic team, noting that Russia is
on course for annual growth in
gross domestic prodoct this vear
of seven per cent after 3.2 per
cent in 1999, They have also
poinied to Russia’s big trade sur-
plus amounting to some $ 25 bil-
lions with the E.1L, though this is
thanks largely to high world
crude prices.

The Russian President, Mr. Vliadimir Putin (left), the French
President, Mr. Jacques Chirac (centre} and the European Union

E.U, leaders will repeat assur-
ances 1o Mro Putin that the
Union’s plarjs te admit new
members from former Commu-
nist Central and Lastern Furope
in the next fepe vears are a great
trade opportunity, nota threat. to
Russia. "F.U. | tariffs for Russian
goods are ajready lower than
those imposed by many of the
applicant countries, E.U, mem-
bership will spread prosperity in
the region argd Russia can oniy
gain from that,” one official said
in Brussels repently. :

Mr, Patin apd the EUL leaders
were due 1o fhold a joint news
conferciice afgd then discuss in-
ternational isgues including West
Asia aind the Balkans over lunch.
A Putin wag expected to brief
the .U, team pn his talks last Fii-
day in Moscoety with Yugoslavia's
new Nemoerdric feader, Mr. Vi
jislav Kostowlica. — Reuters

President, Mr. Romano Prodi, arriving for a joini press conference
at the Elysee Palace in Paris on Mondpy. — AP /‘ :
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cou votes 1o 174 for Norway
ind 94 for Ttaly, which Jast
served on the council a
recently as 1995-96.

Isracl re ddV
give peace
a chance
BEUTERS

JERUSALEM, Oct. 10. — The ,

israeli Prime Minister, Mr

Ehud Barak, today said he was
willing to give international !

mediators more fime to iry o
end the cyvcle of Israeli-
Palestinian violence and revive
peacemaking in West Asia.

After a five-hour Cabinet
meeting that ended before .

dawn, Mr Barak said he was

prepared to attend a summit '

with the Palestinian President,

Mr Yasser Arafal, provided it
would ensure an end to nearly

two weeks of hloodshed.
“T we find curselves in a long,
painful, difficuit confrontation

of many long months, there’ll .

be no impertance to our having
held ¢n for another 72 or 96
hours,

" Mr Barak told Israel's

army radio, extending a previ-

pus 48-hour deadline,

His office said in a statement |
that appeals by worid leaders -
had prompted the government !

fo allow more time to end the
.violence “with the feeling that
this is the last chance.” “If
there iz a summit, it should try
ang stop the violence,” he said

{ ® Editorial: Mideast .

| peace, page 6 e ‘

C :

MARTIN FLETEHER
THE TIMES, LONDGHN

LUXEMBOURG, Oct. 10!
The Eurepean Union not only
embraced the new Serbia wi
manifest warmth yesterday,
but also made clear its deter-
mination that Mr Vojislav
Kostunica’s - government
should eventually surrender
Mr Siobodan Milasevic 1o the
International War Crimes
Tribunal at Hague.

KU foreign ministers, meet-
ing in Luxembourg three days
after Mr Milosevic's dewnfall,
agreed to lift almost ail sanc-
tions ineluding the oil embar-
go and the flights ban against
Serhia. They promised emer-
gency humanitarian assis-
tance and substantial longer-
term aid to rebuild Serbia
after years of misrule and the
destruction caused by last
vear's Nato bombing.

But while the EU ministers
emphasised that there were no
formal conditions attached to
that aid, they would ‘in the
follness cof time’ expect Serhia
to fulfill its international
obligations by coaperating
with the tribunal. The tri-
bunatl indicted Mr Milosevic
for crimes against humanity
during last year's Kosovo war,
but President Koestunica has

KOSTUNICA THRILI.ED

BEL(;RADE, Oct. 10. — Mr f
| Kostunica received the news
that sanctions had heen lift-
| ed with undisguised joy yes-
’ terday. “This 1= a great day.
. If T had done nothing else as
President, this would have
| been wor th it.” he said. |
| He said the psychological )
' impact would be more impot- f
{ izni than ths economic one.
| “The =nd 1o ranctions Is like
i hetng Phecgted from prison,” i
X hF‘ ‘:nid l
| “And the image of Serbs has
begun to change. Before )f‘
you had a Yugoslav passpars, |
' people looked at you as if you
1 had the plague. Already I am l
4 hearing from friends travel- l
ling ahroad ihat this is I
‘ changﬂng.”

J* — The Times, Londan

gaid he will not hand aver hi

Prececessor.

Mr Robin Cook, the Britis
fareign secrerary, said: “. M
Milosevic must bhe hel

aceountable for his crimes an
there is no doubt that tha
must be something we will
Inoking for from the new lead-
ership in Serbia and the Se
penple.” ’

ive up Milosevic to tribunal,
EU tells new regime

Mr Josch¥a Flscher,
ermany’s foretgn minister,
dded: “Withpout justice, there
‘an be no reconciliation in
fugoslavia and without recen-
iliation there can be no peace.
But Milosevic is not our first
priovity. First they (Yugoslavs)
have to consolidate democracy,
but justice will prevail, 1 have
no doubt.”

Mr Bernard Kouchner, U
administrator for Kosovo, told
the ministers that the lifting
of sanctions should be linked
to the symbolic release by Mr
Kostunica of the first of hun-
dreds of Kescvan Albanians
held prisoner since last year.

Mr Hubert Vedrine, the
French foreign minister, was
to fly to Belgrade today to
deliver EU's message of sup-
port to Mr Kostunica, to invite
him to the Biarritz summit
and ask him about his plans.

European Commission offi-
cials will visit Belgrade this
week to assess Serbia’s needs,
and hope to be able ta report
back in time for the EU's
heads of government at their
Biarritz conterence bheginning
on Friday.

The EU wants to start clear-
ing the Darube, still blocked




7 EUto,
test Pak
AN Wate€\§ o™

Islamabad, Oct. 1 {PTI): A three-
member Eurcopean Union mis-
sion, comprising senior diplomats
from France and Sweden, present
and future presidents of the
union, will visit Pakistan in No-
vember for exploratory talks with
the military government, the
media reported today.

The plan to send the missiod
was formulated after several EU
member countries objected to a
proposal for the resumption of
regular dialogue between the EU
and Pakistan.

“Many member countries
were not prepared to allow the EU
to engage in direct formal dia-
logue with the military junta,” a
diplomatic source said, on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Foreign office sources said the
visit of the mission is being made
at the initiative of a key EU mem-
ber country, which is urging Pak-
istan to abandon its “outdated tri-
polar foreign policy”, a reference
to Islamabad’s tradition of focus-
ing on relations with Washington,
Beijing and New Delhi.

The senior Pakistani diplo-
mats, who asked not to be named,
pointed out a shift in the Euro-
pean stance on military rule in
Pakistan.

After the October 12 take-over,
the EU immediately demanded
restoration of democracy.

The EU has since reworded its
stance to call for the restoration of
civilian rule. which is one reason
that prompted the General Pervez
Musharraf government to consid-
3 er installing an interim civilfan
government or restoringt
pended assemblies.
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BRUSSELS, SEPT. 13. Furopean
Union (E.U.} leaders were on
Tuesday farced into an embar-
rassing climbdown by agreeing to
an unconditional lifting of diplo-
magic sanctions against Austria.

The E.U.s reversal marks the
end of a seven-morth campaign,
ted by France and Germany, to
break up Austria’s conservative
coalition Government and drive
Mr. Joerg Haider's far-Right Free-
dom Party from office. “The mea-
sures put in place by the 14
|States] were useful. They can now
be lifted,” said a joint starement
released in Paris by the French
Governmendt, the current hoiders
of the LE.U. presidency.

The statement said the contin-
ued presence of the Freedom Par-
ty in the Austrian Government
remained cause for “serious con-
cern”’ and it was necessary to
maintain “especial vigilance™, but
there will be no formal mecha-
nism tor monitoring civil rights
perlormance. The result is a sig-
nificant victory for Vienna, which
refused to bow o intense LU,
pressure throughout the sanc-
tions period and said it would not
accepl anvthing less that an "un-
conditional” end to sanctions.
France had pushed for a proba-
lionary “suspension’” of sanctions
on less favourable terms, but was
overruled by the majority of E.U.
States.

Austria’s Vice-Chancellor, Ms.
Susantie Riess-Passer of the Free-
dom Party, described the decision

lifts sanctions on Au

Austria’s Vice-Chancellor, Ms. Susanne Riess-Passer, from the

right-wing Freedom Party, and the Chancelior, Mr. Wolfgang
Schuessel, from the conservative People’s Party shake hands
ih Vienna on Tuesday, after the European Union members
lifted diplomatic sanctions on the country. — AP

to lift sanctions as “a triumph of
common sense’. it was impera-
tive that all States remained vigi-
Jant as (here were “dangerous
devclopments in Europe”. She
added: It was high time for the
end of the sanctions after 223 days
— it is exactly what was required
— an end without ifs and buts.”

Mr. Wolfgang Schuessel, the
Chancellor, said it was “a great
success for Austria”, He added
that the “'people and the press”
would be the true monitors of
Austria’s democratic system, rath-

er than the E.U, Mr. Haider kepta
low profile in his mountain bas-
tion of Carinthia. refraining from
his usual outhursts of triumphal-
ism. At the weekend, he demand-
ed an apology from Austria’s E.U.
pariners and said Mr. Gerhard
Schroeder, the German Chancei-
lor, “'believed that by throwing
dirt at Austria he could distract at-
tention from Germany's historic
burden”.

Mr. Joschka Fischer, the Ger-
man Foreign Minister, accepted

vesterday that it was imperatiive to

THE DU

ria

lift the sanction S%mmediately”
in the light of a YWise Men's” re-
port released ont Friday warning
that it would be “counter-produc-
tive" to isolate Austria. But he said
he was “damned” if he was going
lo apologise for having taken a
stand against a party that foment-
ed racism and xenophobia.

The independent panel of three
“Wise Men" was appointed last
Tuly at E.U. request to examine the
conduct of the Austrian Govern-
ment and assess the “‘political
character” of the Freedom Party.
The group found no evidence that
the Austrian Government had
strayed from ‘‘Europe’s common
values”. Instead, it found that
Austria’s treatment of minorities
was “‘superior io that found in
many other E.1i. member-States”,
and the level of violence against
forcigners was less than in other
E.U. States. It concluded that the
sanctions had served a useful pur-
pose in some respects, “heighten-
ing sensibility’” about civil rights,
both in Austria and in the rest of
the E.U. But the policy had also
caused Austrians 1o feel that their
institutions were under attack,
and had fuelled a nationalist
backlash. The rcport was highly
critical of the Freedom Party,
which it accused of “trivialising
the history” of Austria’s Nazi ex-
perience, and threatening press
freedom by using libel (hreats
“gystemnatically” to “silence crit-
icism". — © Telegraph Group Lim-
ited, London, 2000.



Russia may urge

Fred Weir
Moscow, August 11

RUSSIA MAY urge India to
attend the Shanghai Five in order
to intensify regional efforts to
combat terrorism after powerful
blasts in both countries which
killed dozens of people and under-
lined the urgency of the problem,
experts say.

“India and Russia have been talk-
ing for a while about co-ordinating

work in the struggle against ter-
rorism, but so far it is all at the
level of

declaration,” said Alexander
Chudodayev, foreign policy expert
with the

daily Segodnya. @'

"But the Shanghai Five has a full-
scale programme, developed at its

July summit meeting in
Dushanbe,” he reiterated.

The Shanghai Five is a central
Asian security organisation which
includes Russia and China, but not
India. "Russia will make it a priori-
ty to draw India into this group. 1ts
a very logical step”, Mr
Chudodayev added.

On Tuesday a bomb planted in an
underpass at downtown Moscow's
busy Pushkin Square exploded,
killing & and wounding nearly 100
people.

Authorities have blamed the
blast on separatist rebels from

India to atte:n\(ql/ 1

Myt
Chechnya, who it is said receive a
from countries like |Afghanist
and Pakistan.

During the same wegk in India
bomb burst in Srinigar o©
Thursday killing 11 |people an
injuring 25. "It is coifcidence that
these events happened in separate
countries in the samg week, but it
underlines a commpn problem
that must be jointly| dealt with,"
said Mr. Chudodayev

Indian foreign minjster Jaswant
Singh held rtalks with President
Vladimir Putin and Security
Council chief Sergei Ivanov during
the June visit to Mos¢ow, at which
the subject of combating interna-
tional and cross-border terrorism

*4E HINDUSTAN TR
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topped the agenda.

But apart from regular exchanges
of information, the two countries
have yet to create functioning
mechanisms to further this goal.
President Putin is stated to visit
India in early October this year,
where he will sign a declaration of
'strategic partnership’ between the
two countries.

In a letter to Viadimir Putin
expressing condolences for the vic-
tims of the Pushkin Square blast,
Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee said that incidents
"should make us resolve to fight
the menace of international terror-
ism jointly and with added deter-
mination”.



By Batuk‘Gathani

BRUSSELS )\ AUG. 7. I the current economic in-
dicators dpupled with rising business confi-
dence are any criterion. the Ey ropean Union
eeonomies are slowly but surely mirning
around.

The perception is that after a decade of de-
pressed invesument frond, a new European ec-
enomic mirucle could be in (he offing as
investors come to the conclusion that long-
tern trends favour stock investment, It js ar-
gued that while 1the U.S. market has risen only
L1 per vent during the last 12 months, mast
Furopean shares display vigour and continue
o thrive. This ohservation reccived a new
hoost when Moeodys — the U.S, credil
raling agency - - sai vesterday that it had up-
graded the credit rating of 175 non-U 5, com-
panies during the first six months of the year
and only 70 were downgraded. Muodys offers
lurther evidence of recovery in the global
cconomy. “hmproved earings, cantiined re-
covery in trade and increasing confidence that
e worst of the glohal ccanemic crises is over
"fﬁs contribuzed positively (o credit warth out.
side the (LS in 20000, said Moodys" chief
ceonomist.

Two years aga this time, the Luropean and
American  stock  markets had  sfid. This
prompred financial anaiysts then (o wonder if
the Western world is in the bear market, amid
the reality that the American stocks had fallen
nine per cent
fromt their mid-July peak of 1998, The spillover
eftect on the Asian markets was traumatic and
since 1997, East Asian currencies recorded fall
m value between one-third and 50 per cent
and the East Asian stock market fared no bel.
ter.

All that now seems history with new confi-
dence in the global cconamy and growing em-
phasis on European stock investments. Today,
the German market is up 41 per cent and the
French index is up 50 per cent over the past
three years. Analysts poinl oud that the Lu-
ropean stocks have been rising at the average
rate of 25 per cent for the last three vears,

Ibe latest economic indicatars of the Fu-
ropean Union countries suggest that Europe's
ecanomic climate is improving and burapean
companics’ prospects have brightened with
over Z0 per cent depreciation of the euro,
which has made European exports very com-
petitive. Major Furopean economies led by
Germany will snon insticuge major tax cuts and

g e
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E.U. economies turning around

reforms which cpuld trigger vise in investment
flows. The Turapean companies arc consoli-
dating and many mergers are in he offing to
improve productivity and competitive edge to
match that of the LLS. and fapan.

As the Europepin personal and corporate tax
rates are reduced, there will he more surpius
investiment capital. Hence, aceording o anal-
ysts, much of Edropean cash is moving from
bond and money funds into stock funds, The
net European investment inflows into stock
funds now totals|a record of § 131,000 millions
which is about § 50,000 millions below U.S.
inflows, although the Furapean inflows cqual
that of the U.S. in 19985,

Moodvs™ analysis note that the current
buoyvancy in Lurdpe is in sharp contrase to the
deterioration segn in the 1S, where down-
grades are more than deuble the upgrades de-
spite record expapsion in the ceonomy during
the first half of this year. Both the Luropean
and global investprs are debating whether the
Federal Reserve'y monetary policy will give a
hoost to Americals faltering share marker.

American stocks are still rated as “highly
avervalued™ as blue chip shares trade at 40 (o
50 times profic earning ratios.
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N\ A USEFUL EXERCISE

THE LATEST DELIBERATIONS of the Associ-
ation of South East Astan Nations’ Regional Fo-
rum (ARF) may not have dramatically gripped
the imagination of the wider international com-
munity despite the recent emergence of certain
multilateral issues with serious security impli-
cations across the globe. This does not, howev-
er, diminish the value of the meeting held in
Bangkok. Surely, the usefulness of an annual
exchange of ideas within the elite entity, whose
diverse members are bound by their acknowl-
edged geopolitical association with Southeast
Asia, has been proved in the pastitself, and this
year’s exercise is no exception. The latest arrival
of North Korea on the ARF scene, as a participa-
nt capable of evoking mixed feelings among the
22 others which welcomed it for its immense
relevance to the regional debate on nuclear se-
curity and missile non-proliferation, is an event
that has set right a conspicuous imbalance
which prevailed on the forum. The sensible the-
ory, bandied about for several years so far, is
thar the ARY, as the only organised security-
related dialogue-house spanning the Asia-Pa-
cific zone, must bring into its fold all the coun-
tries that fall within the geopolitical footprint of
the ASEAN as a collective institution. By this
reckoning, it was abvious all along that North
Korea, despite its image in ceriain Western
quarters as a dangercgus and reclusive entity,
was worthy of being admitted to the ARF with-
out any litmus test of srategic importance.

Although the green signal for Pyongyang’s
ARF membership was decided upon over two
months ago, the exact timing of its formal entry
at this juncture has been remarkable. The con-
gruence of circumstances is notable — last
month's traly historic summit between the
leaders of the divided countries of the Korean
peninsula and the periodic gasps of interna-
tional worries over Pyongyang's perceived pref-
erence for building a missile arsenal of its own
and exporting the knowhow to others, besides

the latest move by the U.S. to gccelerate the
development of its own national missile de-
fence (NMD) system by citing North Korea
among others as ‘states of concdrn’ warranting
the policy option. In the event, some key mem-
bers of the ARF, such as China and Russia, have
sought to raise the stakes for any NMD-devel-
opment and deployment by the U5, Given,
however, the limiting scope of|the ARF as an
institution without the authority to issue or exe-
cute any specific mandate withy political or se-
curity implications, the latest exchange of views
on this forum on the NMD or any other isste
will remain just that.

The ARF’s nod for North Kgrea's admission
is of greater practical importance in a purely
gualitative sense. though. When the ASEAN first
recognised the utility of engaging China in a
dialogue over economic and sepurity issues, the
association’s move was variously seen by major
powers as a naive act designed to appease an
ambitious country or perhaps a move with
some imaginative possibilities of ‘domesticat-
ing’ a communist giant. The march of events cn
the ASEAN front has proved that the Southeast
Asjan states have net been the worse for that
particular act of humouring [China, while the
coutinuing prevalence of dispotes over the
Spratlys cannot justifiably be blamed on the
nexus between Beijing and this organisation.
Viewed in this perspective, the ARF's gesture of
accommodating North Koreq may serve the in-
ternational community well if it leads to a proc-
ess of intense engagement with an entity that
smarted until recently under a sense of alien-
ation. Myanmar’s admission to the ASEAN as
also the ARF is another casg. So, India, while
heaving a sigh of relief that Pakistan has not
been considered worthy of the ARF's colours so
far. should look out for signs pf a hard-sell of the
idea that an act of the ASEAN engaging Islama-
bad can be a confidence-bhilding measure in
itself for srability over a wider area.



HE SEVENTH ASEAN Re-

gional Forum (ARF) meel-

ing and the 33rd annual

Foreign Ministers consul-
tation, held in Bangkok this week,
have emphasised once again that
progress in these regional group-
ings can only be slow and steady.
As the South-East Asian region
grapples with the issues that will
sustain its economic recovery. it
has become clear that troubled [n-
donesia continues to dominate
both the ASEAN and ART horizon.
lakarta’s problems, it is feared,
could have ripple effects. Both the
ASEAN, the ASEAN+3 and the ARF
have come out with strong state-
ments in support of Indonesian
unity.

For India, the ARF and the post-
Ministerial conferences repress
an opportunity to project itself un-
encumbered by the baggage of Pa-
kistan and Kashmir, which tends
to dominate the diplomatic dis-
course for Indian in other fora. The
gentle public references to South
Asia, which went to the cxtent of
being a trifle vague, only go
highlight that both the ARF and
the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’
meeting are very careful in their
formulations.

During the ARF meeting
Thursday, the Forum's oulgoing
Chairman, the Thai Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Surin Pitsuwan, did flag
the South Asian agenda at the be-
ginning of the meeting, including a
reference to the Lahore process,
but there was no discussion on it
Neither did the External Affairs
Minister, Mr, Jaswant Singh, raise
the issue in his interventions.
South Asian issues, if is cleay, are
very much on the ARL agenda
However, Pakistan itself is not like-
Iy to tind itself entering the Forum
any tme soon though the same
Forum in its wisdom decided to
grant membership to North Korea.

several ASEAN countries remain
concerned about the pace of de-
velopment in the ARF. The seven-
vear-old Forum, which is expected
to move from cenfidence-building
measures to preventive diplomacy
and finally to conflict-resolution,
remains confined to the CBM
‘phase.

The Chairman, in his statement,
said the 23 Foreign Ministers also
“reaffirmed their intention to fol-
low an evolutionary apptoach to-
wards the development of the ARF
process from confidence-building
1o preventive diplomacy to elab-
oration of approaches to conflict,
and agreed that the ARF continue

ot ., At snail’s pace ¢wi-

B

t a pace comfortable 1o
participants and on the ba-
consensus, with ASEAN play-
its role as driving torce in the

» FEarlier, at the ASEAN Foreign
Ministers’ deliberations, several
countries were not guite comfort-
able with the concept of an inter-
ventionist  “troika”  given the
sensitivities in the region. The Thai
propoesal for the (roika comprising
the past, current and fulure chair
of the ASEAN Standing Cominittee
{ASC) wus approved in a consid-
erably watered-down version. Ma-
laysia. for instance, is reported to
have suggested thal the concept
paper for the troika be made pub-
lic 50 as te make the role and scope
of this new hody transparent.
While agreeing that the troika
could be conslituted as an ad hoc
body at the Ministerial evel to
“address in & timely manner ur-
gent and important regional, pulit-
ical and sccurity issues and
situations of common concern
likely to disturb regional peace and
harmeny™. the Foreign Ministess
made it clear that it was not a deci-
sion- making forum. "It is not in-
tended to  represent  ASEAN
beyond the issues assigned by the
ASEAN Foreign Ministers. In carry-
ing out its tasks, the ASEAN troika
shall refrain from addressing is-
sues that constitute the internal af-
tairs of  ASEAN member
countries,” the approved scope of
the troika read. “Should an issue
or situation arise which is likely o

meeting

The Seventh ASEAN
Regional Forum (ARE)
meeting and the 33rd
annual Foreign
Ministers consultation
have emphasised onge
again that progress in
these regional
groupings cgrr only be
slow grid steady.
BARUAH
reporis.

disturb regional peace and haympo-
ny and which has the potential to
affect ASEAN in political or securi-
ty terms and requires collective ac-
tion by ASEAN, the ASEAN Forejgn
Ministers, upon the request ol the
ASC Chairman or any other ASEAN
Foreign Minister, could, on the pa-
sis ol consensus, establish fan
ASEAN troika and determine| its
mandate,” the paper stated.

The compromise lermulatiof is
reflective ol the concerns ol seyer-
al members ol ASFAN, who dopot
favour an interventionist intra- re-
gional approach. {n the finai apal-
ysis, ASEAN has taken a siep
forward in creating the troika, (but
time alone will reveal the effigacy
of this new instrument.
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in Bangkok... careful formulations.

The first-time presence of North
Korea at the ARF and the sidelines
mectings its Foreign Minister. Mr.
Paek Nam-Sun, had with a large
number of his counterparts, pro-
vided the press with some excite-
ment. Clearly, (he ARF showed
great interest in the presence of
the North Korean Foreign Minis-
ter, indicating that “engaging”
and not “sanctioning” Pyongyang
was the new approach of the Fo-
TUnL

The American pluns [or a Na-
tional  Missile Defence  (NMID
shield and the South China Sea
guestinn were also deliberated up-
on by the ARF. With not much sup-
pert for the NMI2. the 1.8, was on
the defensive, taking pains to em-
phasise that no decision had been
taken on going ahead with it

“With regard to the Suuth China
Sea, Lhe Ministers encouraged the™
cxercise of self-restraint by all
countries concerned and 1the pro-
molion of confidence-building
measures in this area... the Minis-
ters welcomed in particular the
on-going efforts between ASDAN
and China io develop and adopl
the Regional Code of Conduct for
the South China Sea” the ARl
Chairman’s statement said.

Feel-good statements notwith-
standing, ASEAN, now having
come olt of the economic crisis, is
aware that it has to move ahead
with greater economic integration
and push referm in pew moembaer-
countries. ’




| Globalisation is

hizh on (;\*ﬂqﬂ T
Y ry
ASEAN's agenda
BANGKOK: Globalisa-
tion poses a great challenge
io the South-East Asian
. region, which is just begia-
niag to recover from 2 dev-
astating crisis, ministers
from  Association  of
Southeast Asian Nations
{ASEAN) and her major
world partpers stressed at
their annual meeting in
Bangkok on Friday. “In
taday’s era of globalisation,
imany of the most com-
peiling opportupities and
danpers pay little heed to
wational houndaries,”
warned U.S, secretary of
state Madeleine Albright.
who arrived in Bangkok on
friday morning to attend
the anmual meeting with
foreign ministers from the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN).
Ms Albright warned the
l region, which is still recov-
| cting from the econemic
i erisis of 1997-98, “We know
| that just as the nature of
g the world  economy is
i changing dramatically, so
I muost the regional economy

fiere in Sountheast Asia”
She urged the region fo
strengthen the rufe of law,
l curh official corruption and
cronyism, noting: *The new
| world economy will be
 world econemy wi
i based on vpen markets,
! apen books and epen lines
’ of communication.”
| Ms Albright is scheduled
1 16 meet with North Korean
| foreign minister Pack Nam
t Sun, whe is attending the
" annoal ASEAN meetings
for the first time. She met
briefly with Chinese for-
cign minister Tang Jiaxuan
on Friday morming, before
attending the ASEAN-
Plus-Ten, post-ministerial
meeting. Both ministers
said the bilateral talks had
been ¥very good.”

Rut Tang's message indi-
cated that the two giants
were still far apart on many
issues.

“At the age of globalisa.
tivn, the caltural sraditions,
lifestyles, social systems
and values of different
toontries  shouid  be
respected and the princ-
ples of sovereign equality
and non-interference in
ather countries’ internal
affairs maintained,” said
Tang.

He added, “This is how
! homan  civilisation  and
world democracy develop”

For host country
Thailand, meeting with
ASEAN's ten diatogue
partpers  provided an
opportunity to focus atten-
tion on the ‘regiow’s devel-
opment needs. o




~ ARF softens stance

A

Y
By Amit Baruah

BANGKOK, JULY 27. [it a turther dilution of the ASEAN
Regional Forum's, (ARF} public articulation ol con-
cern on the situation in South Asia, the ARF Chair-
man's statement today merely said that Ministers i1
the 23-member forumm “expressed the hope that cf -
forts be made to bring about positive developments
in the region’.

“Ihe Ministers exchanged views on the situarion
in South Asia and some expressed their continuing
concern,” the Chairman’s statement maintained at
the end of the two-day-long deliberations.

On nuclear issues, the Ministers touk note of the
all for all the States (o sign and ratify the CTBT and
o accede to the CTBT. They also noted the call made
n the NPT Review Conference Final Document on
he Conference on Disarmament 1o agree on a pro-
rramme of work which inciudes commencement of
regotiations on the FMCT.

In 1998, the ARF had asked both India and Pakis-
an (without naming them) to exercise restraint and
‘eturn to the Lahore process. The change in tone and
-enor, given the time and distance from the nuclear
‘ests of May 1998, is evident.

The 1.5, Deputy Secretary of State, Mr, Strobe Tal-
sott, in his prepared intervention, however. referred
to the nuclear tests of 1998 and the significant threat
they posed to the nuclear non-proliferation regime.
“This is particularly important hecause of subse-
quent missile tests and because of the differences
that exist between India and Pakistan over Kashmir
and the Line of Contral.”

“Livery country represented here has an interestin
non- proliferation and in preventing instability in
Sputh Asia. [ hope we will unite in urging India and
Pakistan to address their differences peacefully; to
avoid provocative acts: Lo sign and obscrve the
CTRT: to respect the Line of Control; and 1o resume
the promising dialogue begun at Lahore last year,”
Mr. Talbott added.

The 11€ reswul snows clearly that the principal
\ntetlocutor in the India-Pakistan equation has not

“on South Asia YV

diluted its position in any way and the poxl-[)l'(nlii'cr-
ation issue remains high onifs priority list.
" il

U.S. opposes expansion

The 1).5., however, came ot in strong support of
limiting the expansion of the 43-member ARE, which
has North Korea as its newest member. “Following
the entry of Norih Korea, we suppart a period of
ronsulidation for the ARF. The current group of 23
mermbers is considerable in pize, and the meetings
risk becoming unwieldy. In addition, none of the
ather current applicants megt the geographic crite-
rion,”” Mr. Talbott maintained.

This, clearly. reveals that [Washington, in effect,
has opposed Islamab ad’s strqng bid to enter the ARF
since it docs not meet the geg graphical requirement. ,
Mr. Talbott also said the ARF Ministers had met with :
a professed desire to “work fogether from Alaska to
Siberia to the Bay of Bengal|"

A senjor Indian official told reportess after the ARF
meeting that the question pf Pakistan joining the
ARF did not figure either in the informal dinner last |
night or at the more formal| deliberations today.

In his intervention, the Ekternal Affairs Minister.
Mr. Jaswant Singh, spoke ag length on the situation
in Fiji. Joining his counzergarts from Australia and
New Zealand in the expression of concern, he main- |
rained that “eriminal clemants” bad taken over the
legitimate Government thetle. He said there was no |
paralie] to the events that [had taken place in the
island.

Calling for immediate reg ressal by the AR of the ‘
cituation in Fiji, he warned that therc was every dan-
ger that conditions there colild cause a hreakdown of
Taw and order and even the hreak-up of the country.

Mr. Singh said Mr. George Speight, the coup lead-
er. who was arrested yester day, was 4 crimin al of the .
first order and should be treated as such,

He also reiterated Indials strong backing for the
savercignty and territorial integrity of Indonesia.

Speaking to repoiters at the end of the meeting,
the Minister stated that helwas “very satistied” with
the deliberations.




~USA puts paid, L/
¢ to Paklstan S
" ARF hopes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

BANGEKOK, July 27. — The U'SA today appused further expan-
sion of the 23-member Asean Regional Forum, a key security body
ip the Asia Pacific region. It thus put paid to Pakistan’s bid to
hecome a full dialogue partner in the ARF.

“After the entry of North Korea into ARF, we support a period of
consolidation...The current. group of 23 members is consdderablp
in size. Further expansion wouid render it unwieldy,” the US
deputy secretary of state. Mr Strobe Talbott, said at she day-long
7th ARF meeting bere.

Pakistan had recently written to Thailand, the current Asean
chairman, reguesting for its inclusion as a full dialogue partner
into ARF. Islamabad is a sectoral dialogue partner,

The meeting is being attended by fore:lm ministers of 10 mem-
ber countries of Asean and lheir eounterparts from 12 other
countries including India, Japan, USA, Russia and China, and
the EU.

Besides India and USA, other countries opposed to Pakistan
heing granted full dialogue pariner status include Laos, Vietnam
and Cambadia.

My Talbott said: “This is important becanse of subsequent mis-
sile tests and because of the differences that exist between India
and Pakistan over Kashmir and the LoC... Every country repre-
sented here has an interest in non-proliferation and in preventing
instability in South Asia.

“I hope we will unite in urging India and Pakistan to address
their differences peacefully, to avoid proverative acts, to sign and
abserve the CTBT, 10 respect the LoC and to resume the promis
ing dialogue begun at Lahore last year.”

THE STATES:: -
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ARF MEET / CHINA, RUSSIA, CANADA MAKE COMMDN CAUSE

%\,«

‘\\ By Amit Baruah

BANGKOK, My 27. China, Russia
and Canada took the lead in crit-
icising the American plans 1o for: ge
ahead with a National Missile De-
fence (NMD) programme a1 the
Seventh ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF) meeting 1oday. arguing that
such a move would undermine
strategic stability and lead to a
few Grmy race,

The Chinese were direct in rais-
ing their objections 10 the NMD
while the Canadian Foreign Min-
ister, Mr. lloyd Axworthy, also
called upan the (LS. to ratify the
CT8T.

In response to these concerns,
the 1.5, Deputy Secretary of State,
My, Strobe Talbott, said that while
his President, Mr. Bl Clinton,
woudd take a “narrow dectsion”™
its irmplications would be vast.

Ms. Talbott argued that there
was need (o avoid absolutism and
over-simplifications white dealing
with the issues of NMD and the
Thearte Missite Defence (TMD).
Referring to the potential of mis-
sile threats, the U.S, official said
Mr. Clinton was taking into ac-
count 2 “complex” of issues white
taking a deciston on buitding the
NMID. This, he said, would take in-
o account the impact on weap-
ons' control regimes,

On the Sprattys dispute in the
South China $ea, the Chinese For-

eign Minister, Mr. Tang Haxuan,.

said that Beijing was opposed 1o
the internationalisation of the is-
sug and mainwined that the ARF
shoudd take a helpful position.
China, however, is working with

The Canadian Foreign Minister, Mr. Lloyd Axworthy (right), shakes
kands with his counterpart from North Korea, Vir. Pack Mam-sun,
during bilateral talks in Bangkok on Wednesday. — Reuters

ihe ASEAN in working out a "code
of conduct’ in the South China
Sea. Senior officials from ASEAN
and China are expected to mes1 in
Beijing 1o discuss the issue fur-
ther.

The Chairman's  statement,
whose salient details were ex-
plained by the outgoing Chaisman
and Thai Foreign Minister, Mr. Su-
rint Pitsuwan, reaffirmed that the
ARF should develop at a pace
camfortable 1o all participants,
decisions be taken by consensus,
and confidence-building remain
key to the process. '

the concerns expre
sta ar the Forum’s rodefin preven-
tive diplomacy. Sevesal ASEAN
.+ countries and dialogde partners
have reservations in [taking the
ARF from the current UBM phase
ta preventive diplomafy and final-
Iy to conflict-resolutio

ssediby Malay-

“The Ministers emphasised the
importance of confiflence-build-
ing measures (CBMs] to the over-
all ARF process and agreed that
such efforts be intensified.. they
alsg reaffirmed theit intention to
follow an evoludonary approach
towards the developrient of the
ARF process from confidence-
building to preventive diplomacy,
and agreed that the ART continue

The statemnent, which is the on-
ty public document issued at the
end of the ARF meeting, reflected

;¥ U.S. defence plan comes under flreq\

to rhove ar a pace comfortable to
all ARF participants and gn the
basis of consensus, with ASEAN
playing its role as driving force in
the process.”

it sajd that while the “security
outlook for the Asia- Pactfic region
remained positive, there were un-
certainties and chalienges which
woudd increasingly require the at-
tention of the ARF, particularly
those posed by glohalisation”.

According to the statement, the
Ministers “took note of develop-
ments i the South Pacific in view
of their implications for the over-
all security with the ARF geo-
graphical footprint. They
welcomed the efforts of the Solo-
mon  Islands’ Government 1o
bring together the parties for dis-
cussions aimed at establishing a
ceasefire. .. The Ministers also wel-
comed the recent release of hos-
tages in Fiji, bue noted the interest
of ARY courttries in an earty return
to demacratic Government’’,

“fhe Ministers discussed bioth
the positive effecrs and the repes-
cussions brought abow by glob-
alisation, including  greater
economic interdependence
among nations and multiplication
of security issues. It was felt that in
responding to globalisation, it was
necessary for nations to strength-
en their individual and collective
capacities to meet the various
challenges affecting their com-
mon security.” Addressing press-
petsons, My Surin Pitsuwan,
claimed that after six years of ex-
istenice the ARF had now taken off
and was now "airhorne”.
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By Anit Baruah

BANGROK, JULY 25. [5 the perception that ASEAN
has become a ‘sunset’ organisation correct? in
a frank address amid a series of feel-good
speeches at the ASEAN annual meeting which
began on Monday, Singapore’s Foreign Minds-
ter, Prof. S, Jayakumar, tatsed pointed gues-
tions about the status of ASEAN and the public
perceptions about it.

Quoting pegative opinions expressed by
academics, newspapers and journals, Prof
fayakumar said: "We may not tike these per-
cegrions of ASEAN as an ineffective and a sun-
set organisation. We may question whether it
is justibfied. But they gre poelitical facts. Percep-
tions can often define political reality. I we
continue to be perceived as ineffective, ive can
be marginalised as our dialogue partners and
international investors relegate us to the side-
lines.”

“The dangeris real. I is not just a matter of
the idiosyncratic opinions of a few newspaper
commentators ot academics. As of July &,
2000, one internationally respected market in-
vestor index assigned weightages o only four
ASEAN countries, The four countries collec-
tively accounted for 23 per cent. The highest
weightage given (o any ASEAN country was 12

-t is time ASEAN
girded up its loins

per cent. The others were just in single dighs,
In comparison, the index gssigned 11 per com
to Chivas 17 per cent to Taiwan, 23 par cent 1o
Hong Kong and 20 per cgnt to Korea.”

Arguing that these weightages needed tw be
taken serioushy and influgnced invesument de-
cisions, Prof, Javakwmas/quoted The Far East-
ern Ecanomic Revieww 35 saving that 'rost
investors from outside the reglon would rather
head for the stability of Nosth Asia than risk
further upheavals in ASFAN vountries™.

The Foreign Minister was of the view that
China’s entry into the/WT0, while opening up
inany new oppottunities for ASEAN, miay also
divert fnvesiors frony the region.

Prof. Javakumar ypade four suggestion to
turn the situation afound. VIt has been axio-
matic in ASEAN thiat regional resilience de-
pends on nationslf resitience. Confidence in
ASEAN will not be pestored until intervational
investors and ourjdialogue pariners ale con-
vinced that we arg individually serious about
adopting the best standards of government,
transparency, cofporate governance and the
ride of law. | am not advocating ane size {its all
solutions. Nevertheless, our national stan-
dards must be/cowparable to internationaf
best practices. There must be no backsliding
on structural veform.”

(s HINDY
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ASEAN MEET

Jaswant

By Amit Baruah "’l_

BANGKOK, JULY 25. The External Al-
fairs Minister. Mr. Jaswani Singt
arrives here tomorrow for the sy
enth  ASEAN Regional  Forum
{ARF) meeting, which takes off
with 2 working  dinner  on
Wednesday evening while the for-
mal session takes place on Fhirs.
day.

Inclia, it is near-certain, wili not
face any embarrassing moments
of the kind it encountered at (he
- ARF mecting in Manila in 1998
" when the nuclear tests woere the
focus of atiention.

In fact, the ARF Chairman’s
statement, the only public doe-
ment of the Forum mecling, is not
expected 1o contain any direct
references to the Indian or Pakjs-
tani nuclear tests of 1he kind
made in 1949 jp Singapore,
though a general suggestion for
universal adherence to the CTRT
and NPT will remain,

In 1999, the ARF Chairman haod
“noted support for encouraging
States that had tested nuclear
weapons either India nor Pakis-
tan were named) last vear 1o exer-

t
;

/ EMBARRASSING

-— .

cise  restraint, inchiding by
adhering to the CTET, and to re.
vive the Lahore process.’ This
time round such references have
been restricted in draft form to a
general call for adherence o the
CTBT and NPT, The final form of
the Chairman's statement will, of
course, remain to be seen.

Mr. Jaswant Singh, during his
stay, which will inciude a separate
ASEAN-Indija dialogue an July 29,
is expected o have bilateral meet-
ings with the Forcign Ministers of
New  Zealind, Australia, laos,
Vietnam, Myanmar, Cembodia
and, passtbh, Indonesia,

The attendance of the 115, Sec.
retary of State. Ms. Madeleine Al-
bright. who is busy with the West
Asia peace process, at the ARE
session remains in doubr, My
Singh could mcet the U8, Deputy
Secrerary of Srate, Mr, Strabe Tal.
bott, who is to stand in for M.
Albright, an the sidelines nf the
ARE mecting,

Iy case M, Albright fails to rurn
up. some ol the gloss from the
ARF mecting revolving  around
the  first-time participation  of
North Korea in the Forum will go

THE HINDY
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MOMENTS UNLI#

missing. There
suggestions
could mect wirh
isters ol both thg
However, with H
doubt, such ini
come ahout,

There is lirg!
sidelines” of the
post-Ministerial
hecome less exc

promised high-lq
on the Korean jssy

place.

Fhat ASEAN 1

that

o hold separate talks

have even been
Ms. Albright
the Foreign Min-
Koreas together.
er attendance in
iatives may not

doubt that the
ARF and ASFAN
conferences will
ting in case the
vel interactions
e docs not take

embers are ex-

cited about Pyorgyang's partici-
pation is cicar from their joint

communigue iss
“They (the 10
Ministerst noted

ded today,
ASEAN Foreign
with satisfaction

ihe efforts by DPRK (North Korea)

o improve
neighbours, as

Mmember countrigs, and o

hance its intler:
wider internation
In this regand,

rela

ions  with  jes
woll as ASEAN
on-

fions with the
14l community.

they looked for-

ward to the partig¢ipation of the

DPRK  at y

the Se

enthh ARF in
26-27 2000, the

Bangkok on [dly
Minispers spfied.
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By Amit Baruah

‘Lack of con?ensu
1

-
BANGKOK. JULY 25. Pakistan's application to be-
come a meraber of the ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF} has fallen through on account of “lack
of consensus among the 10-member ASEAN
grouping as the regional body called tor ‘"uni-
versal agherence’” to the Comprehensive lest
Ban [reaty and Non proliferation Treaty atthe
end of the two-day annual meeting of Foreign
Ministers. A

Addressing a press conf r'!‘;‘ncc today, the
putpoing ASEAN chairman ynd Thai Foreign
ninister, Mr. Surin Pitsuwarl, waid that Pakis-
tan's application 16 join the ARF would be left
to "some other time™ as there was no CONsen-
sus in ASEAXN.

Apparenily, the issue of the Pakistani ment-
bership was brought up atan informal meet-
ing of the ASEAN Foreign Ministers meeling

on Supday by Mr. surin. The Philippines sup-
ported the proposal while some other ASEAN
members did not say anything. According to
available information, the Philippines may
again taise the issue at the ARF informal din-
er mecting which is to be held here tomor-
row with the Indian External Affairs Minister,
M. jaswant Singh, in attendance.

Un why Pakistan had been denied entry
when Narth Korea had attaiped the ARF mem-
pership, Mr. Surin caid that Pyorgyang's case
had been decided “hefare’ a moratoriunt on
inclucting more ARF members had been taken

The joint communique issued at the end of
(he ASEAN Foreign Ministers” meeting “wel-
comed’’ the convening of the NPT Review
Conterence in New York earlier this year and
“hoped that it would create a momentum to-
wards the implementaton of concrete mea-
sures nn nuclear disarmament by nuclear

e ) o AR

s’ k\ééﬁs Pak. o

t of ARF

weapon Slateg.” "'ln this regard, the Foreign

Ministers atl

ilmed the unanimous conclusion

of the Advisary Opinion of the International
Court of Justige of July 8. 1996, that there exists

an obligatiol

Lo puisue in good faith and bring

to a conclusion, negotiations leading o nucle-
ar disarmament in all its aspects under strict

and effective

international contrnl.”’

Taking a fhirward step on dealing with re-

gional issuss,
terms and cgnditions
ASLAN “wroika’” comprising the
and future ¢

ing the dive

troika withir]
it clear that the

making bod
ing issues
ASFAN mer)

the Ministers approved the
for the ‘ormation of an
past, current
airmen of the grouping. Reflect-
rgent positions on the role of the
ASEAN, the concept paper made
troika would notbea decision-
- and “'shali refrain from address-
at constitute the internal affairs of
hber countries.”




FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

New Deihi, July 25: Pakistan's appeal to the
Asean Regianal Forum for membership was
today turned down. India is already a dialogue
partner of the high-profile security group.

An informal dinner tamarrow evening will
kick off the three-day ARF meeting at
Bangkok, where foreign ministers of member
nations will discuss matiers concerning the
Asia-Pacific region,

Asking to be let in, Pakistani foreign minis-
ter Ahdus Sattar had written to his Thai coun-
terpart Suri Pitsuwan, current ARF chairman.
Projecting Pakistan as a “responsible and key
country in the region”, Sattar had requested
Pitsuwan to ratse the issue at the meet.

The forum has 20 members at present and

;?1 the major world players —
the United Statps, Russia, China, Japan, Euro.

The Bangkak meet will see North Eorea
Peingmade the 21st member of the forum. Most
ARF members agree that North Korea is a key
factor for stability in the Asia-Pacific region.

Another letter, written by Myanmares
leader and Nobel laureate Aung San Sun Kyi
has been circulated among the ARF members
hightighting the plight of the people in he
country ungder the military junta.

Sun Kyi has arpued that the projected im
ge of Myanmar, included in Asean a few year,
4go, was contrary to the reality. She has poinf-
ed out human rights violation by the mitita

1 3 1

and urged the ARF to pressure the junta,
The Indian contingent to Bangkok, led by

foreign minister Jaswant Singh, was a little |

worried about the Pakistani letter. This is not
the first time that Islamabad has tried to get
into this high-profile body, [is efforts intensi-
fied after Delhi joined it four years ago.

On the face of it, ARF members agree that
the “plate is now full” and there is no scope for
mare members. But North Korea's entry has
made some nhations apprehensive that the sa-
me criterion of regional stability might facili-
tate Pakistan's entry. Interestingly, many felt
it is Thailand which has instigated Pakistan to
renew its appeal. However, Singapore and In-
donesia opposed the idea — they feel it would
reduce the ARF to another platform for Pak-
istan to engage in a slanging match with India,

el

TELIGAAPH

10



- Asean endorses new mechanism

5\

BANGEKOK, July 25. — For-
eign ministers of the Assoria-
tion of Bouth-
tions today formally agreed to
set up a troika mechanism ai-

DEUTSCHE PRESS AGENTUR

med at making the grouping a .

mare pro-active player in futu-
re regional crises, officials said.
The 10 foreign: ministers, who

are in Bangkok to attend the!?

33rd Asecan ministerial meet-
ing, have approved the setting
up of a troika mechanism, simi-
lar to the EU model, 1o take a
more pro-active role in solving
regional emergencies in their
Joint communique approved
teday, that foreign ministry
spokesman, Mr Don Pramud-
vinat, confirmed.

The wroika, a Thai propncal
aimed at enhancing Asean’s
image as a rpgmnal problem-
solver, was altercd slightly ves-
terday to gi\.” more zad-hoc
power to thoe chairman of the
associetion, which revalves on
an annual basis, The troika
will cengist of the chairperson
of the Asean standing commit-
fee along with the previous

agst Asian Na-~

chalrper}%d the future

chairperson.

“We agreed that the chair
should be given more room for
his creativity in carrying out
the mandate on behalf of the
Ascan ministers,” the Thai for-
eign minister, Mr Surin
Pitusuwan, said yesterday.

“He (the chair) could activate
the troika or ask for a conven-
ing on an emergency basis of

the Asean foreign ministers,” -

said Mr Surin.

Many questions still remain
about the effectiveness of such
a bady, since the Asean minis-
ters continued to stick to their
guns on maintaining the prin-
ciple of non-interference in
each other’s internal affairs, a
stanee which begs the question
of just when the troika would
step in to help cool a hotspot.

Mr Pramudvinal said the
imperiant thing to emerge
from thie vear’s annual pow-
wow was the acknowledgement
that Asean’s top leaders need
Lo improve their relations on
the psrsonal level, and perhaps
hold more informal meetings to
enharnce regional cooperation.

“We need to get Asean leaders
closer together. Tf they want to
go on with this Asean vessel,
withstanding all the storms,
they have to stick together and
will need give and take,” said
Mr Pramudvinai.

He acknowledged that the
grouping, plagued by deep dif-
ferences in governmental sys-
tems and economic develop-
ment, still had far to go before
it achieved a level of close rela-
tions among leaders now wit-
nessed in the European Union.

The troika proposal was part
of a broader effort at this year’s
meeting to undermine a grow-
ing perception that Asean is
being marginalised as a politi-
cal and economic entity

Coming in the wake of a
regional economijc crisis, Asean
ministers hope to use the
forum te convince the world
community that South-cast
Asia is now on the road to a
sustainable econoinic recovery.

Bangkok has hroagened the
scope of Asean’s discussions at
this annual session to include
issues cnce deemed too sensi-
tive for the regional forum

THE STATESMAN

nder the broad theme:
owards a comprehensive
evelopment agenda.

The ministers have agreed to
ush up the deadline for turn-
ng Asean into a “drug-free”
egion to the vear 2015, five
ears earlier than its former
arget of the vear 2020,

Leaders of the soan-to-be ne-
vest south-east Asian nation,
ast Timor, atiended this ses-
ion as observers for the first
ime, and have vowed to enter
he association by next year.
Another first w1l be the pres-
nce of North Xorea at the
sean Regional Forum on
hursday and Friday., ARF
omprises the 10 Asean states
nd their main dialogue part-
ers Australia, Canada, China,
he European Union, India,
Japan, South Korea, New
caland, Russia and the USA.
The US secretary of state, Ms
fadeleine Albright, is expected
attend the ARF talks.
Tomorrow, the Asean minis-
rs will hold talks with their
ain east Asian dialogue part-
ers — China, Japan and
outh Korea.
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ASEAN calls for closer ties

7 By Amit Baruah h\) ’\b v
BANGKOK, JULY 24. The 33rd annual meeting of ASEAN
Foreign Ministers opened today with the Thai Prime
Minister, Mr. Chuan Leekpai. calling for greater cco-
nomic inlegration among the 10-nation ASUAN
srouping.

The need to redress the unequal development in
the region figured prominently in the speeches made
by ASEAN Foreign Ministers after Mr. Leekpai for-
mally opened the annual meeting. “'ln maving to-
wards closer regional interaction of the 10-member
countries, there is a need for a suitable formula o
alance regional with natfonal interests.

In addition. we must consider how best o coor-
dinate our many cooperative endeavours and pro-
minte a maore comprehensive development agenda
for the new centry — one that will contribute o-
wards the long-term dynamism of the reglon as a
whole,” the Prime Minister said.

¢n the challenge of economic integration, Mr.
Leekpai said: *“There is a compelling need to expedite
infrustructure development and capacity-building
programmes so as to ensure the region’s economic
integration.

The development of the Mekong sub- region is
therefore an important initiative not only for the new
members of ASEAN, hut for ASEAN as an organisa-
tion. Indeed, only by closing the gap hetween old and
new members will ASEAN be able to move ahead
with the speed and direction expected of it.”

On the ASEAN “traika” proposal, which faced
some Tesistance [rom within the grouping, the Thai
Prime Minister said he was “pleased to have learnt
that the ASEAN Toreign Ministers will be adopting a
framework for operations of the ASEAN troika. which

'-Y\\-'ill‘ 1 believe provide our Assogiation with & quick

response and effective mechanizm to deal with fast
developing issues in the region.

*To keep up with the changinglenvironment, intra-
ASFAN relations need to be merg dynamic, more en-
gaged, and more cohesive. Flexibility and adaptabil-
ity should be cnsured 1o jmainain ASEAN’s
pre-éminent role in the region,” Mr. Leckpai told the
open session of the annual meeting. In what ap-
peared to be a bid to draw greafer linkages with the
Fast Asian countries of Japan, (hina and South Ko-
rea. the Prime Minister stated: “We must furchermere
continue to explare the possibilifies of closer linkages
with other ecanomic centres of [the warld.”

Here, it may be recalled thal a meeting of ast
Asinn Doreign Ministers will take|place in the midst of
the annual Foreign Ministers cpnsultation and the
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARFI meeting. In his statc-
ment. the Malaysian Foreign Minister, Mr. Lxatuk
Syed Hamid Albar. while expresying relief at the eco-
nomic recovery of the region, wapned aguinst the per-
ils of a return of the 1997 ecpnomic crisis. "~ Our
gathering today takes place undger considerably hap-
pier circumstances than a the [32nd ASEAN Miris-
ierial meeting...although the effects of the financial
crisis are still being felt in some parts, our region has
staged a remarkable turnaround. Our recovery is due
to the national measures that we have pursued, the
regional initiatives indertaken as well as cooperation
demonstrated ar the international level.”

In his specch, the Vietamepe Toreign Minister,
M Nguyen Dy Nien. pointed ogit that the benefits of
gluhalisation depended greatly|on the level of eco-
nomic development and stralegy of individual ma-
LHons.
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HE Association of
South-east Asian
Nations is shifting
its external rela-
tions ~— traditionally
tries — towards the Asian
region. The new direction
reflects the group’s desire
to strengthen its Asian
roots through economic and
security cooperation with
China, Japan and the two
Koreas.
The Asean ministerial
meeting, which began in
Bangkok on Monday, is no
longer confined to Asean
countries. It is billed as the
first official meeting of the
East Asian community. The
can-do rhetoric that 1s
_expected to emerge in the
next few days, and is to be
wrapped up in the joint
communique, will testify to
this new confidence and a
new East Asia.
The Asean leaders say that
the coming together of East
Asja is not a threat to any-
one but rather an effort to
help one another. The eco-
nomic crisis over the past
three vears has brought not
only the East Asian
economies much closer but
also their leaders. In the
process, they have become
more assertive and outspe-
ken. Three related economic
and political developments
have propelled the new
East Asian sensibility.
First, the success of the
inter-Korean summit in
June has brought the
prospect of peace and sta-
bility in the region within
grasp.
Since the end of World War
II, the Asia-Pacific region
has witnessed conflict and
tension. The North-South
reconciliation will lessen
the tension and enable the
divided Asian region to take
a common approach and
think colléctively.
North Korea's decision to
join the region-wide securi-
ty body, Asean Regional
Forum, was a blessing after
a six-year delay. Since the
first ARF meeting in 1994,
the volatile Korean penin-
sula has always been the
single issue that concerned

its leagders. Often, they
expresfed a sense of hope-
ess because of

» .
Asean foreign minist

e Asean ministerial confer
Exst Asian community. Related economic and politica
regional sensibility that will be apparent in the can-do rheto

t R MO NY

ers at the opening ceramnny
Hamid Jaafar of Malaysia, Win Aung of Myanmar, Domingo Siazon of the Philippines, 3. Jayakukdr of Singapaore,

f the 3d miniterial meeting

~ Unifed they stand

focussed on Western coun-

ence in Bangkok is billed as the first official meeting of the
developments have propelled a
ric, says KAVI CHONGKITTAVORN

in Bangkok on Monday. They are tfram left} Somsavat Lengsavad of Laos, Sayed
Syurin Pitsuwan of Thailand, Nguyen Dy Nien of

oy

Vietnam, Prince Mohammed Bolkiah of Brunei, Hor Mamhong of Camodia and Alw Abdurratman Shihab of Indenesia. — APIPT).

Pyongyang's absence and
intransigence.

Second, Japan is showing
an increased willingness to
speak and act on behalf of
developing countries, espe-
cially Asean members. This
gentiment is significant as
it will improve Japan’s
recalcitrant image in the
eves of broader Asia.

Tokyo has already provid-
ed generous assistance to
aid the region’s economic
recovery and long-term
human-resource develop-
ment programmes. At the
Bangkok meeting, Japan
will pledge to further help
developing couniries to
improve their information
technology and bridge the
“digital divide.”

Along with Japan, South
WKorea under President Kim
Dae-jung has succeeded in
pushing for a common East
Asian identity. Credit is
due for his nmo-nonsense
advocacy fer this new
regionalism. Finally, China
has emerged as a key play-
er which is more committed
to the common good of the
region.

Beijing has kept the value
of the yuan stable, much to
the satisfaction of Asean
countries, especially
Thailand and Indonesia. As
a result, China’s influence
in the Asian scheme of
things has improved. China
has become more proaclive
and assertive in regional
affairs. After years of being
viewed with suspicion over
disputed South China Sea

,claims, Beijing has skillful-

ly managed and contained
Asean’s concerng over the
disputed maritime territo-
ries.

It will surprise no one if
eventually China agrees to
support the regienal code of
conduct with some amend-
ments. Such support will
immediately alleviate
China’s strategic position
within the region. [t will
also serve as a catalyst to
broaden Beijing's influence
in the region. China plans
to attack the US missile-

sshield plan for North-east

Asia at the ARF later this
weck. Levels of rhetoric wiil
indicate Beijing’s newly
found confidence within the

THE STATESMAN
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ARF framework and region-
al embrace.

1t is the first time that
Beijing has| made known its
position ahead of the
region-widp security meet-
ing. But there is one caveat.
While mahy Asian coun-
tries welcome China’s high
profile and a proactive
Japan, they still view the
US role as crucial to provid-
ing an anchor for stability.
Questions|/have been asked
whether China will become
a responsible regional and
global player. If so. within
fhe Asean jcontext, is China
willing to|do more than be
an observer? Will China
become ah active partici-
pant in regional affairs,
including helping to resolve
disputes gnd tranenational
issues like drug prolifera-
tion in thd region?

This new otientation has
found support from Asean
foreign miinisters, who are
expected o approve recom-
mendatigns by the Asean
directorsigeneral that the
group’s tles with new dia-
logue paptners be placed
under a moratorium.

200

For the time being, rela-
tions with potential dia-
logue partners and interna-
tional organisations will be
handled through a third-
country committee, com-
prising Asean envoys.
Dialogue partners used to
be the traditional source of
development and technical
funds, which are harder to

get.

The shift towards Asian
powers is expected to
strengthen the Asean posi-
tion. There is also a de-
linking process between
dialogue-partner status and
ARF membership. In the
past, the former was the
prerequisite for the latter.
When Russia, China and
India became full dialogue
partners, they automatical-
ly became ARF members.
When Mongolia joined ARF
in 1999, it was not a dia-
logue partner. The de-link-
ing will allow a degree of
flexibility for possible ARF
enlargement in future.

_ Asia News Network.

(T}:eiai;}l;r i};}f)ﬁcecutive
Editor of The Nation) 2 :’
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crisis that first
oceurred in Th-
ailand ahout

<l
Host Thaitand will tell
its partngrs to focus on

the common people,

g
an aspect

Either make
adjustments,
get connected
and join the
highway of
the future, or
close in, fold

three years ago
has crushed co-
mmercial empires in the region
and obliterated the aspirations
of many individuals and cem-
munitics. At the push of a com-
puter button, millions 1n the
South-east Asian region slid
back into a life of poverly and
deprivation they thought they
had lef} behind a few years ago.

Socal tensions, ethnic conflicts
and political instability have
cropped up in areas hitherto
calm and prosperous. In some
cases, clashes threatened 1o spill

_over to neighbeuring areas,

| After 32 years of

| mon man and

sending waves of refugees in
search of safer environments.

As we in the Asean community
prepare for the annual minister-
ial meeting in Bangkok, it is
appropriate that we deliberate
on the plight of peoples affected
by the misfortune
from which they ¥

thought  their
leaders had deliv-
ered them.

evolution, exparn-
sion and integra-
tion, what is the
fate of the com-

woman in the
Asean region?

As host of the
33rd annual min-
isterial meeting,
Thailand has pre-
posed to its Asean
partners that the
theme for the

gathering he social safety nets
“Towards a  the Asean meeting venuein  and a caring and
Comprehensive Bangkok. — APJFTI compassionate
Development Asean.

Agenda”. Crises have shown
that our development strategies

| for the region have been lop-

sided and owr economies fraught
with structural defects. We have
pursued the policy of growth to
the point where we neglected

| the equitable distribution of cur

acquired wealth, Our capitals
are full of high-rises and modern
edifices. But large portions of
our rural population are still

| denied the basic amenities.

Asean leaders must take a seri-

ous look at the human dimen-
sion of our regional develop-
ment. If we want to aveid anoth-
er ecomomic crisis, we must
redesign our socio-economic
structure. Our peaple must be
the focus of joint endeavours.

In the age of globalisation,
expectancy will be fired by the
achievements of those who
enjoy, in the words of the
Banglkok Declaration, “the bless-
ings of peace, freedom and pros-
perity,” in other continents. This
connectivity” will serve as a cat-
alyst for change. They need no

pions or provocateurs.

We only have two choices.

writes SURIN PITSUWAN
#

o & ik & 3 il
Human rights activists before

up and with-
draw into the cocoon of comfort.
It will be a fateful decision
whichever option we choose.
Our people will inherit the con-
sequences long into the future.
S0 “a comprehensive agenda’
would entail more than the old
way of doing things. We have
concentrated on the interests of
states and the security of gov-
ernments for the past 30 years.
In the new millennium, we must
take into consideration in
Asean's decision-making
process, the welfare and the
interests, health and safety,
happiness and potential of all
our people.
We have to open our doors to
people’s participation. Tran-
sparency and good governance
are not only the key concepts for
political expedi-
ency, these have
also become the
rallying calls for
the people in:
whose noble na-
me we serve,
That is why we
have included for
ministerial dis-
cussion this year
transnational
crime, drug-traf-
ficking and flesh
trade, environ-
1 mental degrada-
tion, disease, the
Mekong Agenda,
| human-resource
develepment,

For the state and any other
organisation to remain relevant,
they have to serve as effective
mechanisms for fostering the
aspirations of their people. To
impede the realisation of their
potential would invite tensions
and protests. Instability and
insecurity would plague the
region. Globalisation compels
governments to reach out to
basic units of our societies, the
common man, Only then can we
fulfill the Vision of Asean 2020
“Asean as a concert of South-
east Asian nations — outward-
looking, living in peace, stability
and prosperity, bonded together
in partnership in dynamic devel-
ppment and in a community of
caring societies.” It is imperative
that Asean now focus on the
human dimension, Once that i3
dene, our region will be more
secure, our development more
stable and our prosperity more
sustained. !
— The Nation/Asic News
Network

(The anthor is Foreign Ministr
of Thailund)
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Pak. seeks ASEAN Regional

w1 Forum membership
{m -

()/L\ By Amit Baruah

BANGKGK, JULY 23 Pakistan has
sought’ membership of the
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF),
whose formal day-long meeting
takes place here on Thursday.

In a letter to the Thai Foreign
Minister, Mr. Surin Pitsuwan,
the Pakistani Foreign Minister,
Mr. Abdul Sattar, has sought to
become a member of the influ-
ential multilateral forum deal-
ing with security issues.

The letter seeking ARF mem-
bership has been circulated by

! Thailand, the current chairman

of ASEAN, to all member States
of the Forum, informed sources
told The Hindu today. Pakistan,
it may be recalled, has also been
seeking to become a “full dia-
logue partner” of ASEAN by al-
tering its present status of a
“gectoral dialogue partner.” lIs-
lamabad’s bid to enter the ARF
has apparently been strength-
ened by the admission of North
Korea as a Forum member. Itis
for the first time that Pyon-
gyang will be participating as
an ARF member in Bangkok.

It js possible that Pakistan
has cited the North Korean
precedent to enter the ARF.
However, the North Korean en-
gagement with the ARF at this
point is of a different and stra-
tegically important nature.

In response to questions, the
ASEAN Secretary-General, Mr.
Rodolfo, C. Severino jr., made it
clear to presspersons today that
the regional grouping had no
plans 1o expand the dialogue
system now. He said it was not
just Pakistan which was seeking
to become a full dialogue part-
ner.

At present, ASEAN was en-
gaged in trying to consolidate
the dialogue system, he said,
adding that it was, of course,
possible for the Foreign Minis-
ters o take a different view
when they meet for informal
and formal consultations. The
formal ASEAN  Ministerial
Meeting (AMM] begins tomor-
row.

In the ASEAN system, the nit-
ty-gritey of decisions are usually
worked out in advance. For that
to happen, officials meet to
work out concepts and details
in advance of the Foreign Min-
isters’ meeting.

According o a report in the
Bangkok-based daily The Na-
tion, Pakistan’s request to be-
come a full dialogue parter of
ASEAN did figure at the meeting
of senior officials, which con-
cluded yesterday,

At his press conference this
evening, the ASEAN Secretary-
General also indicated that the
issue of Theatre Missile De-
fence, specifically the current
plans of the United Nations to
deploy a missile shield would
come for discussion at the ARF
meeting.

The positions taken by Russia
and China on the U.5. moves
were “guite clear,” he said. On
the ASEAN position, Mr. Severi-
no Jr. maintained that the re-
gional grouping was against
“any development that would
destabilise the situation.” In the
same breath, the Secretary-
General stated that he was not
saying that the missile defence
plans would necessarily “do
that” (destabilise the situation).

The ASEAN official also stated
that the situation in Indonesia
and the question of the South

China Sea could come up for
discussion at the meeting of the
Foreign Ministers. Referring to
the possibility of afi ASEAN
statement reilerating| its com-
mitment to the integrity of In-
donesia, the Secretary-General
said “there is no statement until
a statement is issued]”

Asked whether therg could be
a discussion on “Islamic extre-
mism,” with specific|reference
to the Al Maunah group in Ma-
laysia and the Abu Sayyaf outfit
in the Philippines, M1. Severino
Jr. said there were ho limita-
tions and he would not like to
pre-empt anything.

On the issue of the [P-5 nucle-
ar powers associating them-
selves with the South-East Asia
nuclear-free zone (reaty, he
said discussions werg going on
between ASEAN and P-5 offi-
cials on the issue. For the region
to be truly a nuclearrfree zone,
there was need for the P-5 to
associate themselves with the
Treaty through a protocol.

In the meantime, [ke Nation
has reported that a number of
ASEAN diplomats haye said that
“pakistan’s membership of the
ARF would complicale the secu-
rity body because ¢f its long-

standing dispute with India
over Kashmir.
Reflecting the remarks made

by the ASEAN Secretary- Gener-
al today, the paper added: "In a
parallel meeting of |the ASEAN
Standing Committee, the
grouping’s  direc ors-general
agreed to extend the 1996 mo-
ratoriurm on expansion of the
ASEAN dialogue partners indef-
initely, saying the grouping’s
resources (o deal with further
expansion were linjited.”

+HE HINCT



ASEAN ‘troika’ to deal with re

po-11

By Amit Baruah

BANGKOK, JULY 22. The presence of North Korea
for the first time at the coming ASEAN Region-
al Forum (ARF) meeting and an agreement on
the terms of reference of a proposed ASEAN
“rroika’ today by senior officials to deal with
regional issues have set the stage for the an-
nual conference of the 10-nation ASEAN For-
eign Ministers beginning on Monday.

Talking to reporters at the conclusion ot the
ASEAN senior officials meeting, Thailand's
Forcign Minister, Mr. Surin Pitsuwan, said
there could be a “breakthrough™ on issues re-
lating to the decades’ old tension on the North
Korean peninsula.

Apart from the ARF meeting itself, Mr. Surin
said there would be a series of bilateral consul-
tarions between North Korean and ARF mem-
bers. It is for the first time that North Korea
has been invited o attend the ARF meeting,.

The North Korean Foreign Minister, Mi.
Paek Nam Sun, is expected to meet the For-
eign Ministers of several Ieading Western na-
tions apart from holding talks with his Russian
and Chinese colleagues.

Mr. Surin said the difference between the
ARF and other international forums was that
all important global powers were represented
in this Forum. “All issues, any concern will be
up for discussion.”

Turning to the creation of an ASEAN “troi-
ka” to deal with regional tssues, Mr. Surin
stressed the need for a more effective, cohe-
sive instrument. He revealed that the officials’
meeting, spread over two days. had finalised
the terms of reference of the “troika”.

The ASEAN Foreign Ministers will examine
the “concept paper’ at their meeting begin-
ning on Monday, he said. There was no resason
to believe that the formulation would not be
accepted.

Reiterating that “non-intetference™ in re-
gional affairs remained the cardinal principle
of ASEAN interaction,
“some issues’” themsclves had o he “rede-

Mr. Surin said that”

'

7

fined". Specifically, he referred to issues that
had the potentia] of spi’ling over. These issues,
he said, would He exarnined siep-by-step.

Giving examples of the kind of issues that
cauld be dealt with by the proposed ASEAN
“troika”, Mr. Surin referred to the problem of
drugs, smog and haze, trafficking in women
and children, environimental concerns and the
spread of diseases, These issues, he said, can-
not be regarded as exclusively internal. He
said when such issues “boiled over”, it was
expected that the ASEAN “troika” would
spring into action.

Though it is cxpected that the past, present
and future Chairmen of ASEAN would form
the “troika’, there are also indications that a
country-specific issue could also involve that
country as well. All decisions, however, are
likelv to be taken by consensus.

The “troika’” idea was first suggested by the
Thai Prime Minister, Mr. Chuan beekpai, at
the informal ASEAN suummit in Singapore in
November 1999, Some reports maintain that
there had been resistance from some ASEAN
members (6 more activist intervention by the
“troika’ and, hence, the stress on i consen-
sual style of functioning.

In his more formal remarks at the end of the
officials” meeting, where agenda items for the
Foreign Ministers™ talks are fine-tuned, the

Thai Foreign Minister said the realisation of

the ASEAN-10 was not an end in itself.

" my view, ASEAN has evolved from indi-
vidualism to regionalism. In my view, ASEAN
has already progressed into o South-East
Asian community with common interests and
goals — the goals of regional sccurity, eco-
namic advancement and strengthened coop-
eration in all fields. We look forward to
building ASEAN inte a truc community of na-
tions, characterised by equality, respoect, flex-
ibility and innovation.”

With Thailand cecasing to be the Chairman
ofthe ASEAN standing committee, the respon-
sibility now passes on to Vietnam.

In his remarks, Mr. Vu Quang Diem, Direc-

. % |
PR U

ional issue¢

tof-General of ASEAN- Vietnam, saic
the regional grouping moved forwar
opportunities and great challenges..
It is, therefore, vilal for ASEAN
striate stronger commitment aod gre
tefmination to overcome all these d
and challenges, to strengthen our coc
unity in diversity on the basis of
danental principles of ASEAN, an
hapnce our relations with the rest of tl
especially our dialogue partmers....” b
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VIENNA, JULY 5. {he Austrian Gov-
criient announcedion Toesdoy
that It would seek a pdpuiar man-
date to afiow it to Béek the ex-
pansion of the buronean Union if
sanctons agalnst Viennha  were
e lilred soon,

In an escalation of the crisis
that has set Auseda against s 14

LU parners sice February, M1

Walfgang Schussel, the Chancel-
Tor, said o referendum on the
sanctions wouwld be held on Oct.
289 ar Nov. 26 if rarmal relations
wore ot restured by then,

The announcement wifl cause
alaym in UL capitals where the
admission of new wembers from
cenrrad and eastern Europe is re-
sarded as the communite's prin-
vipal challenge.

i
1

Phe st Gl s guestions o be
put e the Austrian people would,
it backed by a mawwine ghve the
coatidon i Vienna the people’s
backing 1o carry aut s revent
threats to prevent erdargeieent.

It could da so by blocking re-
turmis of EUL institutions that are
aecessary before the community
can admit new members, The -
forms are dite o be agreed al a
surtnnit in Nice I Deceinber al
the end ol Franee's UL presiden-
vy, hus agreemeit can be vetoed
by amy une couny.

Ul firer question ssks: Shontd
the Governmmeni. as part of the
impending reform ol the {10
trean, ensure with all suitable
means thut the sancrions unjusty
fmposed on Ausiria by the other
member states of the Furopean
thwion are immediatety fitted?”

Austria’s T4 FAL partners im-
posed sanctions — which amount
to a ban on bijateral meetings
with s Ministers — i Februany
after My Schussel’s consenvanive
Peonle’s Party formed o coalition
with the Right-wing Crecdonm Par-
e ded at the tme by e pepulist,
Mr. fory Haider.

he ar rouncement of g reter-

Austria th

reatens E.U.
enlargement —

M. Joerg Haider of the farright Freedom Party gestures

after leaving a meeing of Austiia’s coalition committee
on Tuesday. — Reuters

anduin & seen as a victors for My,
Haider and prool that he and his
party pull many of die strings in
the Government. Mr Schussel s
said o have been very sospivious
aof the referendum plan, prefer-
ring a imore gradual, diplomaric
voute to emd sarections, Bor he
wia pushed bue it by the free
dom Party, wirich demandad g
tough approuch against the L

Affer a4 wweeting o coabition
leaders vesterday, Mreo Schussol
safd he was frustrated “hatan TLUL
plan m appoint "three wise men”
o examine Anstria’s comupliance
with common Firapean vaiues
wis 1ol accompanicd by a time-
table e end sanctions, He voas al-
sediuisd that the eoming
french presideney of the U had
suggested that there was no ond
iy sight (i sancrions.

While My Schussel is sirongh
in favour of U expansian. he
has kep open the option of ap-

piving o veto g the enlargement
PrOCEsS.

At the veelend he made his po
sHion dlear guring a trip o Ger-
many. CThe jtensions within dhe
Lurapeas fyuth have fo be re-
moved helofe an enfargement,”
he said.

On Tuesdpy he backed o the
Wiy, Raving: there s of
Hre danger thatif fens ons
within the imily ave not resofved
so0n, then|rertain mechnical or
day-to-day peork sipnply becomes
more <fiept”

Utdike mrost referendums. the
resalt of sthis ove would not be
hinding op govenunent paolicy,
My, ebuasge! said the vete would
riv Tihe  development ot
Live n eastre equal cighes

£
and demoprance rights of alt EU.
member siates and 10 guaraniee
bixsic rights and freednm in the
BT — i Tefegral Graog (1
ited i enqon, 2000,
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%_, P By Batuk Gathani  }i0 \_Jc-
BRUSSKLS, JULY 4. Vhere are wildly ditfering per-
ceprions in major Curopean Unian capirals
about e cnerging polittcal and ceonmuic
profite of an enlarged E1), and such differing
porceptions are reflected in the siatemenes of
major Earopean political parties amd person-
alitics,

The European Comnissianer far competi-
tion, Mr. Mario Mang, iv now urging laly o
resist calls by France for creation of a so-calted
pionicering group of F.U. states, who could be
at pdds with the "outer cove’ groug led by Bri-
1aim, Demmark and Sweden, who bave so far
consistently rejected all Tederalist” overtures
from Germany and France.

The British Prime Minister, My, Tony Blaic
was in Berlin Jast week ta ‘iron out” differences
with the German Chaticetlor. My Gerhard
Schroeder. My Blairhas argued in UL Torams
that Britain will join the Duropean Monerary
Union at i1s own pace and terms on premis
that current public opinion in Britain is bas -
calty hostile o the euro and-the EMUL

At the same timne. the British industry and
connnerce have warned the Britsh Govern-
ment abeul dire consequences’ for the British
cronemy if Britain spurns earo.

p SN

Wide differences in E.U

A sentor government advisor today sounded
aovarning of o mneitdown” in British manu-
facturing, undess the af Cbinet sters argu-
ing for the Britist ety inre the EMU. Loading
fapanese companies who have Deaily invest-
ed in Bridsh manufaciuring -~ ainty attas
and efectronics — have cven dapaened o
slow-down in their tnvestirent programmes if
Britain remains hostile 1o the EME and the
euro. Aceording 1o a docoment prepared by
MroAndrow Praser. chief executivel of the 'in-
vest in Britain” bareau, tons of thpusands of
Britisti jolis would be at risk wnfesy Mr. Blaie's
Covernment declares thar the 8ritsh moem-
hership of the EMU and adoptioy of eure is
‘indispensable.

The British autharities have avgded ihat one
vear after the 200122002 general clections, the
British Government will hold a ational refoer-
cudvin on the adoption of euro add abandon-
ing pound sterting. For majop Furopean
industrial ceuntries, this is a progess which is
rated @5 ton Slow’ The more pegsunistc eu-
vozone ohservers deseribe all thid as “delayving
ctics” o the part of the Brifish Governmens,

Mr. Monti feels that Ttaly has agreat deat "o
fear from the current Trench sfrategy to es-
tablish the pinneering’ group of countries w
be vreated rround Germany ang Trance.
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'Shanghai Five' led by, .,
Russia take on US mig

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
DUSHANBE, JULY 5 b

M4

RUSSIA, China and three
Central Asian nations began a
ene-day regional summit here
on Wednesday with Moscow
pushing for a joint stance against.
terrorism and US domination in
waorld affairs.

The so-cafled Shanghai Five
group was st up originally to re-
solve border issues but has
shifted its focus amid decpening
fears for regional security due to
the rise in Muslim extremism. -

The ongoing civil war in
Afghanistan between the Tal-
iban and opponents of the fun-
damentalist militia is set to fea-
ture prominently during the
talks, hosted by Tajikistan Presi-
dent Emomali Rakhmonov.

The one-day parley also
marked the first meeting as head
of state between Russian leader

Viadimir Putin and China’s

Jiang Zemin, officials said.

. \]\:/

U

Also attending were Kazh-
khstan President Nursultz;\
Nazarbayev and Kyrgyzstar ’s
Askar Akuyev, while Uzbek-

“istan’s President Islam Karimpy

was taking part as an observer,
After opening remarks, tpe
leaders began five-way talks af-
terwhich they werc to signajoint
declaration. China, Kyrgyzstan
and Tajikistan were to sign as¢p-
arate trilateral border agree-
ment.
Speaking shortly before he
summit’s opening, Russian For-
eign Minister ITgor Ivanov spid
the five would sign a common
statement on coordinating their
efforts to beat international fer-
rorism.
“International terrorise s
not something that has bgen
drcamed up but sometRing
real,” he told reporters. “Sathe
countries are coordinating how
to act in case of some openly ag-
gressive threats from extre mist
organisations,” he said.
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By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSEAS, JUNE 5. The Euﬂpean
Union governments have agreed
on a prggramme o launch ep-
och-making reforms backed by
legislation, to ensure equal rights
for women and improved protec-
tion against sexual harassment.

E.U. Social Affairs Minis-
tepd vesterday adopted a directive
alling for the equal treatment of
persons irrespective of their racial
or ethnic origin in areas like ac-
cess to employment, working
conditions and membership of
employers’ or workers organisa-
tions. The Directive also covered
access to goods and services.

The European Commission es-
timates that 49 to 30 per cent of
female employees in the E.U.
have experienced unwanted sex-
ual approaches from their male
colleagues. The E.U.'s Social Af-
fairs Commissioner (Minister),
Ms. Anna Diamantopoulou, who
hails from Greece, said the level of
awareness about sexual harass-
ment of women in the 15 E.U.
member states was ‘very poor’
and that she was determined to
sct that right by tghtening the
current laws.

Sexual harassmefit will soon be
treated as discpimination and vic-

,])O tirns will have access to compen-

sation and job moves. The E.UL
has already made legislation for
equal opportunitics in employ-
ment but the law relating to dis-
crimination and sexual
harassment needs tightening,
with a better system of such iden-
tfication, according to European
bureaucrats.

Observers note that the incor-
poration of ‘sexual harassment’
references into the legislation will
have a greater impact in Greece
and Portugal where at present
there are no laws against gender
discrimination and sexual harass-
ment.

Britain, Germany, France and
the more liberal countries in
Scandinavia have already adopt-
ed 'tough laws’ against such prac-
tices. Under the new definilion of
sexual harassment, it will be iden-
tified as discrimination. The new
law proposes that when “an un-
wanted conduct related to sex
takes place with the effect of af-
fecting the dignity of a person and
creating an intimidating, hostile
and offensive or disturbing envi-
ronment’, the victims should
have access to law and compen-
sation for sexual harassment. Ms,
Diamantopoulou deseribes  this
as "“avery important and sensitive

issue sich as sexual Harassment’
which cannot be igngred,

The E.U. has propoged to spend
the equivalent of Rs 225 crores on
a five-year programine to pro-
mote awareness abgut equality
which will also include reviews of
member Governmenfts™ fax sys-
tems o c¢heck any disincentives
for women entering| the labour
force.

The outline of the legislation
will appear at the summit mect-
ing of E.U. Government leaders in
December at Nice |in France.
France takes over the six-monthly
rotating presidency pf the E.U.
from Portugal next njonth.

Not till 1945 in the fftermath of
World War Il had the
West European countries
achieved any distngt form of
wormen emancipafion pro-
grammes, although by then the
women there had attgined almost
complete legal equality. But there
were pockets ol digcriminatory
regions like Switzerland where till
then women did not have a right
to vote. There are siill discrimi-
natory provisions in some coun-
tries. This continues|despite the
fact that women have entered
many professions which were
closed to them in thg first halt of
this century.

IHE PINPD
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. E.U. adopts anti-discrimination laws'-*

Despite the post-War rhetoric
about equal opportunities and
pay, the principle of equal pay for
equal work has not been accepted
in practice in some European
countries. Before the collapse of
the Soviet Union in 1989, the sit-
uation in Eastern Europe was
generally discriminatory towards
women, albeit (here was a great
progress in job opportunities for
tham, For example, there were
more women doctors than men
ptysicians in the Soviet Union
bul no women rose (o key posi-
ticns in the Communist Party or
slale apparatus.

In the E.U. countries today.
thore is no discrimination against
women, However, if media re-
perts backed by vociferous cam-
paign by women groups for equal
opportunitics and tales of sexual
harassment in work places are
any criteria, & great deal needs to
be done to create an ideal envi-

ronment. Although  political
ard civil rights for all citizens are
already enshrined in the Furope-
ar. Conventions on  Human
Rights, laws need to be tightened
to contain challenges posed by
gender discrimination and sexual
harassment and this is about to
happen.



! /Patten bid to consolidate E\U.’s polici

By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, JUNE 10. According to the contents
of a five-page policy paper, in the coming
weeks, the Furapean Commission's Ixternal
Affairs Commissioner, Mr. Chris Patten, may
endeavour to consolidate and articulate the
EE s security and foreign policies.

This will happen in the background ot the
proposed expansion of the EUJ. and NATO,
the Western military alliance. At present, the
.10 has 15 memboer-states and NATO has 16
members. These numbers could rise o 25
and 30 in a decade or two,

The strategy of B and NATO expansion
is currently masterminded by Mr. Javier Sola-
na, NATC Secretary General. who has been
rravelling exrensively to various European
capitals to exchange ideas and evolve a strat-
epy to consolidate the process of Furopean
solidarity.

In the Furopean Commission — the ad-
ministrative arm of the F.U. — Mr. Patten is
lannching a new initiative to assert the Com-
mission’s authority over the Union's foreign
policy and is also proposing “reality checks™
on various initiatives. Mr. Patten will make
this appeal o0 his fellow Commissioners
ensure that the member states live up fo their
commitments.

Mr. Patten’s proposed strategy niay trigger
some controversy as the member srates are

also zealously guarding their prerogatives
over fareign policy matters and are obviously
reluctant to cede power to the Commission.
The more cynical view of the KT is that it is
stitl an utopia which is in the process of
evolving as a quasi-federal institution, a con-
cept which is anathema to the influential loh-
by of the so-called Buro-sceptics in major
E.U. capitals.

The E.UJ. member states are also in a quan-
dary about the creation of two high profile
institutions t¢ handle common Eurcpean
foreign and defence policy matters. Mr. Sola-
na, who is widely adrmired and works by con-
sensus, is  increasingly  regarded as  the
symbol of Buropean idealism and an archi-
tect of the proposed European policies.

Mr. Patten, the last British Governor of
Hong Kong and the nominee ol Mr. Tony
Blair's Labour Government to the El, is
rated more as an executive rather than a pol-
icy-maker. Mr. Patten has argued that the
E.U.’s foreign and defence policy strategy has
been endorsed in the 1992 Maastricht TTeaty
bur still “iacks the beel” and hence the Com-
mission should take a lead in making it more
“muscutar’.

Mr. Solana’s more ardent admirers may
not share this perception and teel convinced
that true Furopean policies can emerge only
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oul of more Cormens/us ahd cominonality of
purpose and perceptions.

The Commission is led by its President, Mr.
Romano Prodi, and his critics have asserted
that the Commission has lost authority ip its
relationship with member states and the Fu-
ropean Parliameni. This has become a highly
controversial and emotional issue, especially
since an influential section of the German
media recently published stories suggesting
that the two British Commissioners in the
Corunission are at odds with Mr. Prodi and
could challenge his leadership by staging a
“palace coup”. W i

The reports merely causqd ¥ minor sensa-
tion and everybody vehemdntly denied there
was dany truth in such presymptions or alle-
gations, But, many Eurocrals and observers
of European affairs are sdll inclined to sug-
gest there is always fire where there is smoke.

Mr. Patten is of the opinion that the E.LL
should concentrate on areas in which there is
an identifiable value added to policy con-
ducted at the Buropean, rather than the na-
rinnal level. He is seen as an articulate task
master who believes that the member states
should look to the Commission for ideas and
actions. Mr. Patten’s submission is that such
idealism should also be backed with hard
cash.



E.U. lonks to unity in |

By Batuk GathanT

BRUSSELS, JUNE 15. | he 15-Europe-
an Union (E.U.) Toreign Minis-
ters, who met in Luxembourg,
chalked out a new strategy of
“Unity in diversity.”” Their deci-
sion could lead to the emergence
of a diverse but vibrant and a
more unified E.U. based on the
commenality of values and gov-
ernance. The E.U., with some 370
million citizens, is in the process
of expanding and within a dec-
ade, may add another 90 million
citizens.

The Ministers discussed the
prospects of a “multi- speed” Fu-
inpe and agreed on plans for clos-
er co-operdtion between smaller
group of E.U. countries, who may
pursue different policies and pri-
oritics within the broad frame-

work of the E.U. This strategy has
attracted its share of criticism,
particularly from Britain. Spain
and the Scandinavian couniries
who are wary of an inner and out-
er hardcore Furopean Union
which could be dominated by
Germany, France and ltaly. But
the plan has received enthus.astic
support from the Benelux coun-
tries comprising Belgium, Hol-
land and Luxembourg. These
countries sec themselves as the
heart of the EU. with economic
and fiscal muscle power provided
by Germany and France. i

The T-oreign Ministers also met
the L[.U. Defence Ministers to
pave the way for establishing an
independent Furopean defence
strategy. The E.tJ. countries are
already in the process of evelving

common pan-BEurofjean Foreign
and Defence policies under a new
department headed by Mr. Javier
Solana, former NATO Secretary-
General. Initially, the B4 Gov-
crnments  will create o HH00-
strong civilian policd foree for de-
plovment in emergencies outside
the E.U. arca but| which may
threaten vital LU [trading und
strategic interests. This is one ot
the provisions of the Amsterdam
Ireaty which came jnto effect in
1999,

‘the Curopean reformers harp
on the theme of “Unity in diversi-
1y on the contentign that within
a decade or two the EAJ. could
grow to have 25 or B0 members.
There are 13 new applicants for
membership of the| E.U. Britain
still continues ta he the EU's
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“add man out”. On the fingncial
frent, the beleaguered eurojoday
bounced back by scven pef cent
from its low point against the dot-
ler three andd half weeks agosfter
a hall per cent hike in interest
rate. There is concern about the
future health of the dollur as the
UiS. current account deficit is
now heading towards @ $400,000
million miark a year. The 115, au-
thorities are desperately trving ta
contain inflation as the cconemy
is slowly down enough to make
further interest rate increases un-
necessary. The bBuropeans feel
confident that as the interest rate
gap between the curo and dolfar
narrows, there will be renewed in-
wrnational investment interest in
Furopean currency and securti-
tos.




-3 EU members
reject Pakistani
ambassador:

-

ISLAMABD, 12y
Three Eurqpean Union mem-
bers — Ithly, Sweden and
Belgium have refused to
accept retired military officers
as Pakistan's ambassadors
without citing any reason, the
Friday Times reported today,

Pakistan had nominated
Major-General {retd) Mustafa
Anwar Hussain, Vice Admiral
(retd) Shamoon Ali Khan and
Air Marshal (retd) Mohammed
Najeeb as ambassadors to
these countries.

The rejection is a clear indi-
cation that these govern-
ments are unhappy with
Pakistan’s military regime.
Pakistan has now decided to
retain Mr Naeem Ul Hasan in
Sweden and Mr SK Dehlvi in
Belgium, while Mr Arif Ayub
hasg been shifted from Italy
and is being considered for
Afghanistan.

The military regime is recall-
ing diplomats, especially those
who have served more than six
years. Retired military officers
have been posted as ambas-

sadors in UAE, Thailand a
Morocco. — Uﬁl
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.« E.U. world police

.- force taking shape

DA FEIRA, PORTUGAL, JUNE 18. | he British
Prime Minigler. Mr, Tony Blair. is fikelv 1o approve
plans later o Monday tar o opean Union police
force to be deploved in trouble spots around the
world by the year 2002,

The E.117s 15 governments have agreed to create a
rapid reaction anit of 1000 police officers, w he
ready tor “within 3G davs. with the task of "pre-
venling interna oo e’ and Srestoring law and or-
der’ in places such as hoseno Bast Timaor, and Fl
selvadar

Acenrding o the document presented w the ELL
summit on Monday, Strengthening the Common
European Scourity and Deienee Tolicy, the police
will be orgunised into “integrated units” combining
olficers Trogn i .

The gendarmeric will be backed by a further con-
tingent of 4,000 officers. It will be accompanied by
security experts, prison officials and judges. under
the supervision ol a newly created civil crisis com-
mitee, There are no plans 1o use the gendarmerie
for law enforcement or crowd control within the
E.LL

The move towards an LU poalice force follows the
London government's decision in Moy w join the
EU's Convention on Mutual Legal Assistance,
which allows E.U wember-siates (o reguest e-mail,
fax and telephone records ol suspected criminals in
Britain, in spme cases without specific court order,
and permits EU-wide caves-dropping on telecors-
munications traftic.

The new proposal alsa complements £, plans

SANTA MARI
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- for a rapid reaction faree of 30,000 o 60000 froops
i 10 be deploved {or up o a year at tine, & commit-

ment that will involve a wtal of 200,000 mititary per-
sonnel,

Preparations for the new military force are inoving
‘at the speed of light” weccarding to M. Javier Solana,
F.UCs military and foreign policy supremo.

Mr. Blair’s support {or closer milivary and police
co- operation within the 12U has been well recelved
by Britaine's L parters and is essentiad for main-
ining his ‘pro-turs sdentials at o time when
he is contnuing 1o ke big eure sin-
gle currency and out o) e 0. fiengen svetem
of open horders.

weanwhile, the proposals lor majority voling on

taxation have been ton

ol down — at the insistence

of the British government. They, however, still rec-

aminend scrapping thy
jinked to the internal

velo on tax matiers ‘closely
narket’, an expression that

covers most forms of taf, according to the European

Cuinmission,

Tie reform paper, which is the working text for

the nexst E UL treaty o b

ssigned in Nice this Decem-

ber, also calls for majopity voting in areas of social

poticy and immigratior
nising the L.1L's social
possibility that the Govy
eftores 1o make Britain g
oui the pension sysien
Itabv, which are ail head
VEUTS,

-1t talks vaguehy of harmo-
wellare systems, raising the
onent may have 1o fend oft

hare the huge cost of bailing
s i Germany, France, and
ing for bankruptey within 15

Mr. Blair is also lacing growing pressure o accept

a legally-binding Chay
tha: would be lustic
Couwrt of Justice. makin
maie arbilers of Brito
Growp Lindfed, Landosd

Reuters repoits:

The LU leaders tod;

ter of Fundamental Rights

able” before the Furopean

v the F.Us judges the ulti-
s orights. — &
L 2060

Telegraph

1y approved Grecce'’s mem-

bership of the Lure from January 1, 2001, making it

the 12th counuy to
launched last year, an

‘The L.U. Finance Miy
day to set the official §
340.73 (o the earo, the

“Grreece has been ade
iy. " the official said 4
through the Greek app!
tiot of the Buropean

the decision was a
Socialist government of
tas »imitis, which has s
of the Greek economs
detst Tevels o meet the

Lreece was he onty o
the euro but did not g

Hen the Hrst §Lomen
Lo Denmark is due
temiber on witelher o j
malt cuiside the eurn |

join the single currency

E . official said.
listers were 1o meet later -

Jrachma conversion rate of
official said.

pred. It was purely a formal-
fter the 13 leaders nodded
cation on the recommenda-
JTISSION.

dctory for the modernising
e Prime Minister, Mr. Cos-
uecsed chronic iv lation out
and cut public deficits and
L convergence criteria,
auritry which wanted w join
walilyv on cconomic grounds

wers were chosen in May,

held o relerendum in Sep-

bin. Britain and Sweden re-
PO,

IINPU
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E.U. asylum polléy/ on anvil

AV u‘emerged after the 1?1’ i the Berlin wall nearly 11

By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, JUNE 20. The death of the 58 Chin&se illegal
migrants in Britain has jostled the European Union
Governments into taking positive actions.

The first move is to contain the human and logis-
tical challenges posed by international criminal
gangs who traffic and profit by moving human be-
ings. The Governinents also propose to adopt a sys-
tem to separate and identify genuine political asylum
seekers from so-called phoney economic migrants.
The European Comimission is now expected to press
ahead with plans for a common asvlum policy for the
15 Governments before the end of the year. Germa-
ny, Britain, Benelux and Scandinavian countries are
the main destinations of both genuine asylum seek-
ers and economic migrants from Africa and Asia.

In Britain, the ‘asylum seekers’ have become a
tough political issue on the domestic front as the
Tory opposition advocates ‘more tougher’ measures
to curb the flow of illegal immigrants.

Germany and Switzerland, for example, are seen
flooded with more than one lakh asylum seekers ev-
ery year. The vast majority of them are Europeans
from former communist-ruled East and Central Eu-
ropean countries. The number has of late fallen with
relatively calmer political conditions in the Balkan
region. In major European countries with rising
levels of prosperity and economic development, the
issue has become both emotive and potitically divi-
sive. The cumrent wave of xenophobia against for-
eigners is further boosted by the proposed expansion
of the E.U. The rightist politicians and populist
media have gone out of their way to exploit popular
fears about 'hordes’ of poor Fast Europeans moving
westwards in search of work.

The first signs of such xenophobic sentiments

MD 44

vears ago when West Germans dreaded ‘hordes of
East Germans’ descending on their cities looking for
cheap jobs. A decade later, the average German finds
that such fears wete unfounded. Major industrial
powers are also facing the prospects of a demograph-
ic revolution, with fgst declining birth rates and peo-
ple living longer.

According to a latest European Commission sur-
vey, only 8,23,128 Epst Europeans have migrated to
the E.U. countries with Germany receiving 5,54,869
workers. Within the pext two decades, Germany may
have gver 2.5 million) East European workers, accord-
ing to current projeffions.

According to Eurdpean observers, the sudden rise
in the Asian asylum seekers in recerd months has
been triggered by cr{minal gangs who are lucratively
trading in human | trafficking across continents.
These gangs charge anything between $ 10,000 1o
30,000 per head. A|vasl majority of Asian asylum
seekers are Sri Lankan Tamils. Citizens of Irag, Iran
and Pakistan also figure prominently.

The German Grepns or environmentalists have
called for major reforms to regulate European labour
markets, where emplovers hire immigrants at cheap
rates and skip paying social security and other tax
tolls. An Asian or East European illegal worker can
only earn about a tgnth of the correcr wages.

The realitv is that the foreigners generally and ille-
gal immigrants partjcularly are deeply resented by
the locals. According to the European Commission's
public opinion polling — the ‘eurobarometer’ find-
ings, 45 per cent of the E.U. citizens think there are
too marny foreigners |n it and this ratio rises 10 52 per
cent in Germany arl 30 per cent in Austria.

The death of the |Chinese immigrants now adds
new dimensions to the issue.
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E.U. to crack dow

on hurian trafficking

FEIRA, (PORTUGAL), JUNE 21. Hrance,
which takes the helm of the Bu-
ropean Union in a matter of days,
has pledged tough new E.U.-wide
action against the ‘merchanis’ of
misery after 58 Chinese jlegal im-
migranis were found dead in a
truck entering England.

“This was a tragedy born of
avarice whose victims were men
ahd women seeking to escape the
misery of their living conditions
by any means,” the French Presi-
dent, Mr. Jacques Chirac, told re-
porters at the close of a two-day
E.U. symumit in this northern Por-
tuguese town yesterday.

“This tragedy again highlights
the need for a commen immigra-
tion policy.™

France and the European Comn-
mission bave been asked by the
15 leaders attending the summit
1o submil new proposals on the
matter at the next B.J, summit to
be held in October in the south-
west French city of Biarritz, Mr.
Chirac said.

“That there be peaple who ex-
ploit misery, merchants af asyium
ready 1o make money by selling
dreams and willing 1o sacrifice
human lives, has deeply shocked
the European conscience,” he
said.

Europe must show ‘greater
firmness” in cracking down

agatist human tratficking by ac-
celerating  police, judicia

be able to take operational deci-
sions hefore the end of theg French
presidency” fate December, he
said.

The British, Dutch and Chinese
police teamed up vesterday o get
fo the battom of a Chinese mi-
grant trafficking ring believed to
be behind the deaths of the stow-
aways found in the trackjtrving to
cnter Britain.

The police detained the driver
ni the Dutch truck on sugpicion of
manslaughter, and officials indi-
cated that the finger of suspicion
had also fallen on the sophisticat-
ed ‘Snakehead netwgrks that
stugele tens of thausands of Chi-
nese people to the westjeach year
for hefty fees.

Britain called for help from its
Furopean partners in cpmbatting
the burgeconing trade In people.
— AP
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Germany

FEIRA (PORTUGAL), JUNE 22. (Germa !

mvoand France delivered a blunt
warning to the British Prime Min-
ister. Mr. Tony Blair, during sharp
oxchanges at the Luropean Union
simmit which ended in Portugal
an Tuesday, that he could not stop
the development of a two-speed
turope thaggoild leave Britain be-
hind, .

Although Mr. Blair and Mr. Gor-
don Brown, the Chancellor of the
Lxchequer, secured a viclory at
Feira in blocking the introductinn

France war

of a Europcan-wide savings tax®” -

the founding members of the E. U,
made clear that they were deter-
mined to press ahead with closer
integration. Mr, Blair agreed that
the plan for an advance guard of
member-States, so-catled  “rein-
forced co-operation”. should be
inciuded in this vear's discussions
on institutional reform of the L.17.
But the British Prime Minister ar-
gued strongly that the E.U. should
proceed in a single group without
a fast and slow lane. He stressed
that individual E.U. States should

. B
ched me o oo rE

ve the right to veto atter

ptshya

cgre of nations to move aliead 1o-

and others have to follg
said.

W

don't
ds with

irectorate that goes in advance

w,” he

But My, Gerhard Schrocfler, the

German Chancellor, bluf
minded Mr, Blair that Fu
ready functioned at two
“as you can see from th
currency and the Shengen
ment on open barders’.

thy re-
upe al-
speeds,
b single
agree-

e said

e REes
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_Britain on E.U. ties

that provided closer co- operation
by a core of nations did not contra-
vene E.UJ, treaties, ‘nobody can
stop those member-States that
want lo pursue a more co-ordinat-
ed policy from doing so”.

Mr. Jacques Chirac, the Trench
President, was even more explicit.
At a press conference, Mr. Chirac
emphasised that the French and
German Governments were deter-
mined to press ahead with closer
links. — ©Telegraph Group Limit-
ed, Lordon, 2000. /7



" FOR A BAY OF BENGAL COMMUNITY

THE TRADE MINISTERS of Bangladesh, India,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Thailand (BIMST) have
taken a positive step towards economic cooper-
ation by deciding to work for a Free Trade Area
(FTA). At last week's meeting in New Delhi, the
Trade Ministers of these countries, around the
Bay of Bengal, agreed to set up an inter-govern-
mental officials’ group to prepare a concept pa-
per in six months time. The first Jandmark aimed
at in the road rmap seems to be a Preferential
Trade Arrangement which is to be upgraded to
an FTA in due course. Though the BIMST-Eco-
nomic Cooperation forum was launched nearly
four years ago, it could not take off because of the
Southeast Asian economic crisis. Since Thailand,
which mooted the idea and hosts the Secretariat
for BIMSTEC, was very badly dented by that cri-
sis, not much progress could be made in the fo-
mum. At least now, BIMSTEC, which brings
together South and Southeast Asia, must move
forward to forge closer trade and economic ties,
They have a lot to share, and instead of compet-
ing with each other in the same products for the
same markets, they can pool their resources and

- strengths fo emerge as a combined force with
joint marketing.

Moving towards an FIA is now the done
thing. Southeast Asia, through its regional forum,
the ASEAN, will have a full-fledged FTA by 2003.
But South Asia is still grappling to clinch an FTA
for SAARC. In fact, SAARC has got grounded be-
cause of the India-Pakistan hiatus. Under these
circumstances, it makes sense for Bangladesh,
India and Sri Lanka to team up with some South-
east Asian countries in a free trade area. Experts
feel that BIMSTEC has all the potential to emerge
as a solid trade bloc and could also bridge SAARC
and ASEAN. In essence, BIMSTEC will constitute
the Bay of Bengal community and contribute to
better understanding and security in the region.
Viewed from another angle, this group of five can

-

emerge as an influential gaucus within the large.
Indian Ocean Rim (I0R] grouping, which already
boasts a membership of 21 but is unable to kick-
start fruitful cooperation| The IOR bands Africa
and Central Asia with South and Southeast Asia,
stretching up to Australigd — linking all countries
washed by the Indian Ockan. Unfortunately, this
forum too has not really taken off. BIMSTEC
could provide a spark lo|it by taking the lead in

evolving a free trade area. s
k-“) A )/ '\/\5

At BIMSTEC itself, thene are tecthing prighlemmns.
The core Ministerial forym is only at thellevet of
Deputy Foreign Ministers. At least now, the Eco-
normic Ministers have seized the initative (o
breathe some life into the forum. To ensure that
the FTA is realised withgutl much loss of time, it
may be worthwhile to think of an informal sum-
mit of leaders of these five countries. Only they
can ensure that bureaucratic delays and wran-
gling over minor details do not hold back the
process of enhanced |leconemic cooperation.
Tourism and civil avialion were identified way
back it 1997 as priority areas for cooperadon. But
nathing conerete has happencd on these fronts.
In the initial burst of enthusiasm, some nembers
even floated the idea of g regional airline, only for
the aviation Ministries and existing national car-
riers to throw cold water over it. If Thaitand and
India can take the initigtive, it showld be possible
to break the ice and bfing about closer cooper-
ation in specific areas such as trade facilitation
and customs procedurgs. But by far the most im-
portant project for BIMSTEC shouid be the
southern link for the trgns-Asian Railway. ASEAN
and Furope are planning a Singapore-Indochina-
China-Russia-Europe gail ink and the Chairman
of the Indian Railway Board is now a member of
the panel to plan the southern corridor from In-
dia to Indochina. Without wasting any more
time, India must get this done early.
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E.U. plans economic reform
to strengthen euro

g
9\
“ By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, MAY 8. The 11 Finance Ministers of the
cauntries that have adopted the euro as their nation-
al currency, today issued a statement saying they
proposed to “speed up’ economic, fiscal and tax
reforms to enable the curo regain its strength and
credibility on the {inancial markets,

The statement comes amid growing concern
about the fate of the euro which now stands depre-
ciated by 24 per cent since its historic launch on
January 1 last vear.

How these countries will “speed up” the reforms
remains to be seen. However, the financial markets
have breathed a sigh of relief with the realisation that
the Ministers are "at least prepared to contain the
problem of euro.”

The more pessimistic perception in the markets is
that the euro may fall still further against the dollar
hefore it stages a recavery. How the Europran Cen-
tral Bank {EC8) responds to the challenge remains to
be seen, but a further hike of a quarter per cent in the
interest rate cannot be ruled out, The ECRB is closely
monitoring the inflationary pressure. The current
rate of inflation remains helow two per cent in major
euro-zone economies — Germany, France and [taly.

Eura-zone exporsts have risen sharply with a weak
euro and the order books of exporting companjes
have registered a healihy growth, The rise in exports
has vet to make any significant mark on the high rate
of unempiovment which hovers arpund 11 percent
in these countries,

The economic growth rate could reach four per
cent according tu more optimisric assessients but
may average around three percent by the end of the
year, But, much about the psychological impact of
the proposed “reform process” depends on whal the
German Chancelior, Mr. Gerhard Schroeder’s Gov-
ernment does.

/

The Schiroeder Government has alrea
broad tax and administrative reforms arld also pro-
poses to Joosen the notorioudly tight labdur laws
beonst employmient. But, all this has yet (dbe trans-
lated into realily as analysts conclude that the future
health of the euro will depenfl on the cutcome and
impact of the German relorms.

The financial community was anticipating a more
stranger statement from the Finance Ministers.
Many wonder it the LCB will $tage a major interven-
tion in the markets if euro dpes not stabilise in the
immediate future. The Germans are against inter-
vention as senior GGovernrneni officials feel that con-
rolling markets by intervention is “a very risky
process’ which may net have the desired results.

The hiking of the interest gate may make borow-
ng more expensive for euro-zone exporters and
hence cawtion is advised nn ipis front and the luture
of euro depends on “sentimients” in the markets.
The 11.S. interest rate mav algo rise and the ECB will
be seen warking in tandem with the Federal Reserve.,
If the euro stabilises at U current level, the ECB will
not he forced 1o intervene bt i€ the euro slides un-
der 85 cents -— compared fo the current 90 cent
against the dollar, then the ECB will have livde
choice hut to defend the eurn.

The perplexing issue for efiro-zone citizens is that
their currency is supported Py much economic and
fiscal stahility and yvet they eqnnot understand why it
has been sliding in recentweeks. This vear alone the
euro has deprecialed by 17 pereent against the dollar
and obviously a hint of panjc has been developing.

Todav's mecting af the tinance Ministers was
convened fo “put oul the fire” and their assurance
that they would “speed up? reforms may send the
right signals to the markets. The ECB has alacklustre
image and so far it has done pothing more than issue
slatements reagsuring worried Luropeans about the
future health of their slumping currency.
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E.U. opens talks with six nations

By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, MAY 26. The European Union
is in the process of linalising the
“mechanism of expansion and integra-
tion™ after tvo vears of intense nego-
tiations with six of the 13 Bast and
Central  Luropean  countries  which
have quened up for full membership of
the UL and all that goes with it

On Friday, the LU opened wlks
with the six applicants — Poland. ¥ lan-
gary, the Crech Republic, Fstonia,
Slovenia and Cyprus. The discussions
centred on a range of controversial is-
sues from budgers, tiscal deficils and
frec movement of people and tighten.
ing of border security.

The average U citizen has a tore-
buoding of “hordes of illegal migrants™
crossing inco the prosperous regions of
the region. Such apprehension, ac-
cording to Furopean officials, is based
more om prejudice and an element of
xenophobia.

Fhey argue that when the six coun-
frics become members ol the B,

their citizens would rather CNjOV Pros-
perity ou their doorsteps than move in-
to forvign lands where they mayv not be
welcome. Hence, such  uneertainty
may not old up the process of tu-
ropean integration and expansion.

The Furapean Commission has ree-
ommended closer tes with Croatia, in
the background of democratic and ee-
onomic reforms initated by the new
centre-left coalition Governmaent
which came to power in January parlia-
mentary elections.

Croatia has even expressed ihe de-
sire Lo join NATO. The Cununission
witlask the 15 B Foreign Ministers in
ily for a mandale to negotiae associ-
ation agreemoent with Croatia which
would, to start with, offer that country
closer political and economic ties wiih
the L, and pave the way for eventual
membership. It is aso argued that
post-Milosevic Serbia may atso have a
similar aceess to the B, provided (e
new Serbian Goverrnient mets the
criteria of E.U. membership.

27 My 10

LU officials have also tried 1o
the concern of Germany and
about inflow of foreign work-

The
address
Austria
ers.

The [vanguard six™ members had
expresged their desire o join the 1510,
in 2003/ but they may have to wait for a
vear mpre. The pubiic epinion in the
EL capitals ahoot the expansion and
free mavement of peaple is not so en-
thusiasiic and perhaps hostile in some
s,

A recpnt opinion poll conducted by
the Fupopean Comiiission revealed
that fevrer than three peaple in 10 do
not agrpe that welcoming new meny-
bers inte the Union should be a 1op
prioriy] In Sweden and Denmark, 62
per oot backed enlargement hut in
Germany ondy 38 per cent and in Aus-
wiz vnly 35 per cent supported expan-
sion. The spectre of “hordes™ of Fast
and Cemtral Luropeans flooding Ger-
man angt Austerian joly markets has ob-
viously | dampened - enthusiasm for
expansion.




SLhina, EU reach
g deal at last

y Paul Eckert (\\ /)/\
: China and the Euro-
pean Unlon have finally reached a
market aycess deal that removes
the last major hurdle to china’s en.
try to the wyrld trade organisation,

After five days of talks in Beijing
in the fourth round of negotiations
this year, the deal was signed by EU
trade commissioner Pascal Lamy
and Chinese tpade minigter Shi

Guangsheng, < NV{\ ~loAn %

The two shared a champag
toast to celebrate the end o
marathon negotiations that took
China to the brink of success in its
14-year quest to join the body
which sets global trade rules.

Details of the agreement were
not immediately available,

The champagne followed an in-\
tense day of negotiations and the
personal intervention of premier
Zhu Rongji, long keen to open up
China’s potentially vast market of
nearly 1.3 billion people to put
competitive pressure on stagnant
state industries to reform. Mr Zhu
met Lamy for an hour at lunchtime,
then the EU chief negotiator went
back for more talks with Mr Shj '
which finaily wrapped up a deal.

Neither side has yet revealed
where the difficulties lay, but one
source close to the talks said on
Thursday disputes remained on
mobile telecommunications ser-
vices, autornobile joint ventures, life
insurance, distribution and retail
services and on China’s state trad-
ing monopolies.Reuiers)
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BRUSSELS, MAY 27. With the secming lack of
progress, on tax and ceonomic reforms, the
European Union's 370-oud miilicn citizens in
the 15 member states are frusirated by the
rhetoric of Buropean bureaucrats and politic-
ians about the proposed econmmic and tax re-
forms.

In two weeks' time, the B leaders and
nfficials will again converge fur a high-prafile
summil. The lotest message from the Eb's
powerfd and influential business sectar s
that there is more tatk and litde action aboui
the so-calfed reforin provess to give new cco-
nomic and administrative dimensions to pan-
Puropeian institutions.

The strident message [rot influential pri-
vate business sector is that the L sorely lags
behind the United Staies in Yiving standards,
wealth and job creation strategics and abeve
all, immovation. The Yuropean companies are
seen as being fandicapped by high raxes and
their troubles are further compounded by
complicated and unwieldy red tape, The Hu-
ropean private sector is proposing sweeping
changes in the local tax systeny and tatiff rates.
Tt will alsn make an appeal to drastically re-
form Curppean imuigration laws (6 contain
problems of serious staff shortages in the in-
formation technology seclor. The pan-Tur-
ronean bankouptey and trade patent favs also
need 1o be strearmlined.

On the other hand, the Government leaders
ui the 13 B4, countries aften worry about
whether the vast majority of its citizens really
care about the pan-furopean institutions. 1t

(“} By Batuk Gathani

e

was revealed the other day that anlv 15 per
cent of the 4. citizens know that the tinion
has embarked an a major overhaul of its in-
stitutions. The launch of the Euro-zone’s sin-
gle currency on January 1, 1999, and the
proposed expansion of the Y. have evoked
little interest, Instead, the expansion of the
B, into Fastert and Cenwal Europe with free
muvemem of labour and people has provoked
a spate of criticism and cynicism in the media
and among public. The spiilover effeet is that
ihe lobby of Eura-sceptics has gained muore
poputarity.

The tresty of 12U in 1991 s¢1 aut an ambi-
tious plan for polivieal, economic and mone-
jaty union by the end of 2000, Many ardent
pan-Earopeans feel that parts of this agenda
myay remnain 2 wishful wopia, as they sec E.LL
institutions  becoming more  bureaucratic,
cumbersome and expensive.

The more pessimistic peyception is that the
BAL's governance structires are diwvieldy,
The emergence of eommon Earopead forelgn
and delence policies may take more time. On
the opiimistc side, it s argued that the con-
cept of Furopean unity has achieved a great
deal i the last four decades. The “European
comminnity” started Yo a narrow European
coal and
seel communin more than five decades ago
and today, the LU has emerged into a broad
political and sconaimie union.

The F.UU. lias overcame the gauwma of twe
world wars, which also started in Furope. lo-
day, both the victors and vanguished have
nnited 1o forge commen goals and aspirations
and this process has been aceelerated with the

eeping reforms

collapse of corammunist rule in Europe in 1989,
For exarmple, the solidarity between Germany
and France symbolises that quest for unity

and pan- Lurcpedn aspiratons, despite this

weel's frivolous anti-German Nazil rhetaryic
from a Prench Minisier.

The Furopeans (aday enjoy unprecedented |

prosperity with the highest living standards in
theiv history. The pan- European trade and
investments are at a record high level as E.UL

Oovernments move owards an era of more

sustained co-operarion in ecnnumic and po-

fiticad matters. All this Is also batfling for the |

Eurapean paliticians, who encounter the aver-
age citizen's apathy to things European. The
simplistic response would attribute all this to
bad public relations. The B, countries are
also experiencing record high unempiomvinent
with the rise of xenophobic sentiments. amid
he reality thal neaily 11 per cont of the E.UL
vorkforce s today Hving off social scourity.

fepressing with loss than twe per cent ¢eo-
heanic growih rute.

From its inception in 1957, the burapean
(emmunity has a track record of steady ex-
pansion from its original six members o cuv-
rent total of 15, with a long st of applicants
fiom Lastern, Ceomral Hurope and the Medi-
telrranean reginn, The (20, could now face en-
targernent which may embrace as many as 25
miembers in the next 1wo or tree decades,
The applicant countries for .U membership
range from e oldest applicant Turkey (19875
tolihe Tatest Stoversa [ 1996)

Mhe prospects of job creation strawegies ook ‘
! ! :
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Russia deﬁant to E rebuke

Moscow, April 7 (Agencies): For-
eign minister Igor Ivanov said
today Russia regretted and was
vewildered by the Council of Eu-
rope's denuneiation of the war in
Chechnya., the most stinging
Western rebuke yet over alleged
abusesthere.

“Wea were bewildered by and
deeply regret the decision of the
session of the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe,”
Tvanov said af the start of a meet-
ing with the EU envovs.

The parliamentary assembly
of the Couneil of Europe human
rights body vaoted yesterday to
suspend Russia if it did not show
progress on holding talks with the
rebels and improving its rights
® The US Navy said on Friday it
was holding a Russian ol tanker
in the Persian Gulf while it does
tests on oil found aboard to see if
it came from fraq in violation af
UN sanctions.

f..
record 1h9 regiovighattered by

six months of war.
Russia’s detegation walked out

‘of the assembly affer its voting

powers were suspended,

Moscow reacted defiantly and
said the decision will not change
its handling of the Chechen war.
Ivanoy said the decision “plays
into the handsof international ter-
rorism. Russia will continue its
policy of eradicating internation-
al terrovism, workimg out a politi-
cul settlement in the Chechen re-
public and restoring conamutmn
al order and human rights there.”

He said the assembiy. known
by acronyin PACE, was misled by
memhers whao still think in ternws
of the Cold War. “Despite our ure
precedented transparency, some
PACE members rely only on infor-
mation supplied by Chechen ter-
rorists,” Ivanov said,

Kremlin's top spokesman on
Chechnya, Sergel Yastrzhemb-
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‘d tottay Russia
5 ANV Inore Visits ‘ ;
lie by PACKE repposini:-
“The door has beelr shut”
“The visits of

tives.
he su

he stopped.”

However. ihree Durapeon

13-14, KU toreign pobicy
Javier Snlana said after 1ot
Viadimir Putin, Russia
agreed in principle To,mtm the i
ternational Committee o1l e Heed
Cross access to detention lagiities
in Chechnyva.

Another BU official whl aet
Dytiny, Portuguese foreion
ter Jaime Gama. said the Bys-iou
Presidentelect had said he doonid
make public a political plgy on
Chechnya. Gama praised fhal as
“oving toward what we jhiee
been asking for - -a politicnijpuiyg
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wtirhembsky indicat-
_‘ m ai:t] notenvision a plan
cotited settiement of the
as SUostern eountries
Londed ) In this context
b future plans of the
1 powers for creating a sys-
yauthority in Chechnya,” he
weording 1o nterfa.
e ler. Yastrzhembsky  de-
«i ot Bussia will carry its
: nhn.w._\e “to the end.”
s’ tervitoriad in-
oy us it is one
ISR dluea and we are not
;epter a discussion, on
Svahes)”
Ay isostinan, e Russian
Lnenf’s representative in
o also said Russia would
o o s it sees fitin the
vepublic despite the
o decision. "We should
sx oul In Chechnya ol
and we will sort things
s avan said,
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By Batuk Gathani 1) -l

BRUSSELS, MARCH 11. The expansion of
the 15-member European Union is cur-
rently the “top priority” of the Commis-
sion President, Mr, Romano Pradi, who
has described it as the “great task” of
his administration. The European Com-
mission — the administrative arm of the
Eurapean Union — now plots a course
for the "accession” of six aspiring mem-
bers, but this number may be doubled
in the wake of crises in Kosova. The Fu-
ropean Commission will present its rec-
ommendations o  the 15 current
members next week to assess the aspir-
ing countries’ “preparedness’ for mem-
bership.

This is based on the criteria of adher-
ing t the principles of multi-party par-
liamentary democracy, governance
based on rule of law, and the adoption
of a tree market economy.

There is added urgency to the pro-
posed cxpansion of the E.U.. with a sub-
tle demographic revolution 1aking place
with a fast aging population, declining
birth rates, and growing shortage of
young, skitled workers in Western Eu-
rope. For example, current projections
would suggest that in Germany — the
“locomotive” economy of the E.UJ. —
there may be more pensioners than
workers in a few decades, if the present
demographic tremds persist.

Currently, there is the potential to
create some 32 million additionat jobs.
It is argued that Western Europe has al-
ready lost more than 100 billion curos
every year in GDP as a result of short-
ages of skilled workers, according 10 the
latest study prepared by Microsoft Cor-
poration.

The “skill gap™ is most pronounced in
the area of Information Technology.
Germany has plans to recruit some
70,000 skilled IT workers from Lastern
Europe, China and India. This proposal

L
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¥ onthe
GernTan poiitical scene where observers

On the other hapd, for the| former
Communist-ruled Flropean crjuntries,
an associated membership — iff not full
membership of the E.U., NATQ, or Hu-
ro-Atlantic Partnership Counci] — has
almost become a status symbaol pf a sort
in the unending quest to seck|a more
formal relalionship with the Western
world.

NATO is redrawing the sccurfty map
of Europe. The Luro-Atlantic Partner-
ship Councit was created to mjeet the
security concerns of non-NAT() mem-
bers in Europe and Central Asig. These
range from neutrals such as Swifzerland
and Austria to central Europea states
such as Romania and Slovenia and for-
mer Soviet republics such as Lighuania
and Tajikistan.

The new council may be called the
Luro-Atlantic Partnership Coungil, with
a secretariat at NATO's Brussels head-
quarters, so that the membery could
have immediate access to thg NATO
network in event of any exierna] threat.
It will also be a forum for politi¢al con-
sutation and will provide the lggistical
basis for joint military exercis¢s. Last
Sunday, the Russian President, Yr. Vla-
dimir Putin. even publicly mused about
the prospects of Russia someday|joining
the NATQ.

1f NATQ offers prospects of perma-
nent securily, the membership| of the
E.U. has the lure of prosperity [lor the
Central and Fast European natjons. A
senior analyst at the National Security
Burcau in Poland stated that Central
Furope will remain in “greying zone”
between Moscow and the Euro-ptlantic
axis if the aspiring Central and Eastern
Furopean states are denied member-
ship of the 211
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EU ignores Austria’s

plea to drop curbs

LISBON: French foreign minister
Hubert Vedrine said Austria’s 14
European Union (EU} partners
had ignored pleas from chancellor
Wolfgang Schuessel to drop their |
political sanctions against Yienna.
The conservative Austrian chan-
cellor, who has formed a coalition
government with the far-right Free-
dom Party, attended an official din-
net where delegates discussed the
matter. He told his European col-
leagues that such sanctions should
not be imposed on the basis Qf sus-
picions but on facts. i
The partners, while i
sanctions on Vienna, which incl
ed a suspension of bilateral tiel
when the coalition was formed on
February 4, decided to continue
dealing with Austria in the EU con-
text. Chancellor Schuessel argued
that it was difficult to distinguish
between EU and bilateral refations.
The far-right Freedom Party, and
particularly its leading figure Joerg
Haider, are widely seen as xcno-
phobic and anti-European, but
Chancellor Schuessel claimed earli-
or this week that Mr Haider was ca-
pable of changing his pulétical char-

acter. ST
Alluding to Europe’s athlu e \o-
wards Russia and its military carg-
paign in Chechnya, the Austrian
chancelor said that if critical dia-
logue was possible with non-EU
nations it shoutd be possible with
those inside too. He also “de-
plored” the sweeping nature of the
sanctions which extend to the cul-
tural and sperting sectors. He g
called for the setting up of a syste
of “objective observation™ of the

situation in his couniry. (aFF;




~EU sets course
“for US-style~"
growth |

A% L\ /‘

REUTERS Ak, \ Sy S

LISBON,
European Union, leaders today
approved a bunch of reforms to
plug their econorpies into the
global technological revolution
and make them better able to
compete with the TUSA.

At the end of a two-day sum-
mit, the 15 governments set
themselves “a new strategic
goal for the next decade” to pro-
mote growth and cut unem-
plovment.

The aim was “to become the
most competitive and dynamic
knowledge-based economy
capable of sustainable econom-
ic growth with more and better
jobs and greater social cohe-
sion,” the summit communigue
said.

“This is a turmng point,” said
Portuguese prime minister, Mr
Antonio Guterres, whose coun-
try holds the rotating EU presi-
dency. “This "Lisbon strategy’
is going to bring about a revo-
lution in the way we work.”

The meeting, dubbed the “dot-
com summit®, came close to
being overshadowed by the
debate over Austria’s political
ostracism by its 14 EU allies.

But last night, the Austrian
chancellor, Mr Wolfgang Schu-
essel, was told by his partners
that {here was no chance of a
quick end to a freeze on bilater-
al ties imposed after he formed
an alliance the Freedom Party.
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'BBy Batuk Gathani H© -

BRUSSELS, MARCH, 25. The 15-Eu-
ropdan Union leaders last night
agrebd on a 10-year programme
t6 takn the E.U into the most dy-
namie  economic zone in the
world and a sweeping new agen-
da of economic and social re-
forms, aimed  primarily at
hoosting information technology.

The L.U. countries are hoping
te achieve an economic growth
rate of three per cent which is
considered both realistic and am-
bitious. It is now under twa per
cent. Since the Furopean Union
economies rank arnong the most
advanced in the world, a consis-
tent growth rale of three per cent
is rated as a remarkable achieve-
ment. The E.UL hopes to create
some 20 million new jobsin the TT
sector and raise the employment
rate by 10 per vent by 2610. Tech-
nological and eCONDINIC Progress
in each E.ll. member- State will
be monitored against targets and
time-tables assigned accordingly.

According to a sumnmit comt-
nique, the leaders also agreed to
the strategy to compete with the
U.S. They agreed to fully liberalise
the telecommunication market in
the E.U. within two years. Access
to the lnternet will be provided to
all schools in the E.U by the end
of next vear. By the end of this
year, the E.U. countries will adopt
legislation  providing an legal
framework for electronic com-
merce. The governments will alsa
provide venture capital and tax
breaks for research and high-

E.U. agrees 03
ambitious agendaa

fnology compapies, They also
agrecd to launch
small businesses and faster liber-

a charter for i

alisation of transport and energy

industries. The EIJi countries will
also have a singld market for fi-
nancial services by 2005,

The Lishon ecgmmunigue is
rated as both ambjtious and busi-
ness-like as it is| more detailed
and a refreshing change from

similar documents in the past. A

great deal about the implementa-
tion will depend pn the style and
quality of leadership that the
president of the European Com-
missiun, Mr. Romano Prodi pro-
vides in the next five years. There
is provision for a tepular review of
the progress and implementation
out this could be|thwarted by the
domestic and natjonal interests of
each member- Biate. The pop-
ularity of the curd woutd go a long
way in consolidating furopean
aspirations in the areas of high-
tech electronic |technology and
commerce.

The E.L1. is faped with a short-
age of skilled mynpower. Germa-
ny is now looking at TECIWiting
some 70,000 software engineers
— mainly from [India and China.
In the years of the German “eco-
pomic miracle,’| the country was
faced with a hugh labour shortage
which was overpome by bringing
in some four mijlion “guest work-
ors” mainly from Turkey ai 1ol
poorer Furopean countries. Their
Presence is novy resented in high-
unemployment| prone Germany.
The same is happening in other
L.} countries,

THE HINDU
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Ministers of the Associal
South  East  Asian N
(ASEAN) bhegan a two-day confer-
ence in Brunel today, with fspot-
light on prevention of recurrence
of an economic crisis, The idea of
a ‘support fund' to prevent the
outhreak of financial crises was
discussed,

An putline consensus was a-
tained by the 10 mcmber- States
af the ASEAN and the organisa-
tion's East Asia dialoguc partners
— Japan as also South Korea and
China — on the need for the fund.
But, it was indicated by a top

ASEAN official, the plan would be

discussed further.

The proposal was that the fund '

would not be either areplica of or

a competitor to the International |

Monetary Fund at the East Asian
regional level. In this sense, the
effort was o reach a middle
ground between the present
blank space in regard to a mecha-
nism of regional support for the
crisis-prevention efforts of South-
East Asian countries and the pro-
posals for a formalised East Asian
manetary fund ar the like.

With the formation of any East
Asian mechanisim hinging on the
attitude of Japan as also South
Korea and China, their willing-
ness to favour the idea set the
stage for serious discussions.

The ASEAN Ministers consid-
ered, tog, the implementation of
Japan's Miyazawa and Obuchi
Plans for economic recovery in
crisis-rocked South Cast Asian
States.

THE HINDU
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Lisbon meet,
a milestone

pyfor EU. . \D

Batuk Gathani )

BRUSSELS, MARCH 28. The Lisbo

summit of the 15 Curopean
Union Icaders over the weekend
is seen as a major milestone in
the evolutionary process of the
union. Apart from stressing the
need o ensure a knowledge-
based future tor the continent,
with consolidation and spread of
information-based  technology
and trading, the E.1). states are
evolving common policies on do-
mesiic and international issuces.

For example, the E.U. [eaders
agreed on “Agenda 20007, a pol-
icy document related 1o fiscal

controls and budget settlements
titit 2006. The member coun- |

tries have maintained a united
front on the policy of containing
and resolving the Kosovo contlict
under the umbrelia of NATO.

The E.U. alse resolved 1o work

on pan-European foreign and se-

curity policies to ineet any crisis. -

Ahove al], the leaders agreed on
the concept and terms of the pro-
posed enlargement of union. By
the end of this decade, the E.U.
may have 28 members. These
will include Luropean countries
trom former Communist-ruled
regions. The E.U. will then be a
common miarket of over half a
hillion people with the world’s
highest purchasing power.,

Hence, the two-day  Lishon
summit is rated as a major mile-
stone in the evelutionary process
of the E.U. Coimnmentators have
expressed admiration for the
performance of the Portuguese
Frime Minister Mr. Anlonio Gu-
terres, at the “dotcom.eurosum-
mit’", Portugal currently hoids
the rotating six- menthly presi-
dency of the L.0J.

Mr. Guterres has been show-
ered with much praise in the Ku-
ropean media. He will also chair
the first Indo-Euro summit on
June 28 in Lisbon which will be
attended by the Indian Prime
Minjster, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee. The E.U. is fast emerging
as India’s biggest trading partner
after the U.S.

The “European cffect” is now
filtering into various internation-
al forums. Mr. Pascal Lamy, E.1J's
Trade Minister, who was recently
in India, is in China and [oreign
bankers in China are hoping that
he will intervene on their behalf
in a dispute with China's Central
Bank. The Central Bank is alleg-
edly trying to curb foreign banks’
activities by imposing restric-
tions on their lending to Chinese
clients and institutions in the Jo-
cal currency. Some 25 foreign
banks, mainly Luropcan and
American, look upon Mr. Lamy
o speak on their behalf.

THE HINDU
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BRUSSELS, MARCH 30. )Majar international donors
under the auspices of the European Unfon are paz-
Hupating in a twoe-day confererce which hopes w
raise & eurs 1800 millions aid package. 1o help re-
build the ceonomically devastared Balkan region
abier three covll and ethnic wars in Bosnia and Ko-
S0Y0,

The Jutest package does not include Serbia — the
largest and muost resoureefal regian — because of
the western world's deep prejudice verging on a-
fred of the President. Mr. Slobodan lilosevic, of
what is lofi of the Federation of Yugnslavia,

The western feaders have spent considerable
time and energy 1o de-stabilise Mt Milosevic's
democratically elerted geveriment in Belgrade.
Though a contraversial flgare, his popalarity
ameng the Serhys remains unchallenged as he is
widely seen as svmbot of Serbs pationalisig,

At today's conference, the £.10.°s Connnissioner
(Minister) for xternal Relations, 3. Chris Panen,
promised faster Ubetalisation of economic aid.
hased uit promation of more trade and fiscal aid tor
the roubied region. The E.11, erwisages {ull integra-
tion of the battered region, minus Serbia into the
UL i distant future.

At this stage, this is mare of a utapia than realiny.
M. Patten promises a programme of economic aid
1o help boost the region's econoiny and promote its
dnegration with the .4,

A evaivalent curo amount of $ 2 billions could
De spent i the next 12 1o 18 months, 1t s also
praposed thar the Batkan coundries will be given
fasyaccess (o markets af the 13- nation E.UL, even
before they have signed formal ca-operation deals
with the European Comimission here,

The region’s ceonomic infrastructure is distocat-
ed after nearly a decade of three cthnie and ciyi)

By Batuk Gathani

package likely o -
; for Balkans sans Serbia * “7_

i |

Y

wars and region economic restoration is

priarity. The currenr aid programme undes the um-
brelia nf Sotith-East Eurppean stability pact’
suggest that the Balkan yegion may be treated more
tavourabiy by Brussels than the countries which are
scheditied ta joit the ) in the near future. These
are Poland, Hungary land the Czech Republic,
vhich could be full members before the end of this
decade.

The .U has been uhider pressure from the U.S.
o accelerate trade libgralisation with the Balkans.
The perception at the Commission — administra-
thoe arm of the E.U. - would suggest that the re-
gion's problers had o be addressed on many
jevels including politital and economic.,

Mr. Patten said: “THis is what the stability pact is
abour — a recogritiofn that coping with crisis after
erisis {5 far more cosity than implementing a long-
term strategy for peace.” The countries — minus
Strbia — will be encquraged w trade more freely —
tirst ameng themselyes and would then be provid-
od with easy access o the E.U. markess,

he L4 officials dne salks to also agree that Ser-
bia still remains the Jocomative economic power in
the region and has kome how managed to survive
the three wars and geonomic sanctions imposed by
the western powerd,

A great deal abot Serbia’s survival is attributed
to its close economic and potitical links with Russia
and Greece. With Russia, the Serbs share a com-
mon ethnic heritage, Slavic cultuyral and religious
bonds of orthodoy Christianity,

The orthodox Christian heritage also binds Ser-
bia witdt Greece. Hor how long can Mr. Milosevic's
Serhia can be reared as an isolated and diserimi-
nated state remaifs to be seen. However, European
obsenvers do noy under estimate Serbian daring
and entrepreneuf skills which have kept it going
against all adds.
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Austria faces sanctions as

Far-{lgght handed pov

Vienna, February

N
AUSTRIA'S FAR-RIGHT Free-
dom Party was set to take power in
a coalition government today
sparking immediate sanctions
from EU partners and Israel.

President Thomas Klestil has
summoned conservative People's
Party leader Wolfgang Schuessel to
be sworn in as Chancellor at mid-
day today after admitring he could
not ignore democracy.

The announcement ends four
months of political stalemate since
October 3 election in which Joerg
Haider's Freedom Party redrew
Austria's political map.

But the entry of extreme right
wing into government with conser-
vatives is expected to unleash a
wave of international disapproval
isolating the Alpine country like
never before.

Within hours of the announce-
ment, both France and Portugal
said they would be implementing
threatened EU sanctions immedi-
ately, while [srael confirmed they
would recall their ambassador in

Vienna. &L N\N E’x\'\

French  President  Jacques
Chirac's spokeswoman Catherine
Colonpa said: "If necessary, new
measures could be decided.”

Portugal, current president of the
European Union, is to apply
threatened political sanctions on
Austria from today, Prime
Minister Antopio Guterres has
said. Guterres had issued a state-
ment in the name of Austria's 14
EU partners on Monday warning
Vienna it would be isclated if far-
right Freedom Party took power in
a coalition government.

The sanctions involve: the sus-
pension of political ties, limiting
ambassadorial contacts to a techni-
cal level, and refusing to support
Austrians for posts in international
organisations, he told reporters
late last night.

"From now on, we will scrutinise
the behaviour of the new Austria
government,' Guterres said. He
added that the 14 EU governments
were not required to discuss apply-
ing the sanctions, explaining that
they were already clearly set out

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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—
cislmns%kcn automati-
lly come into forcé."

"We are waiting for the official
caring-in. Once that's done we
ill recall our ambassador," said a
shokeswoman for Israeli Foreign
inister David Levy.

Israeli Interior Minister Nathan
haransky said the government
ould refuse visa to Haider.

In a blunt letter to a US Jewish
leader, Austrian President Thomas
estil said he had to allow far
jght leader Joerg Haider into
overnment because if new elec-
tions were called, Mr Haider's
arty would get more votes than
ver before.

Responding to a plea from Rabbi
arvin Hier, the founder and dean
f the Simon Wiesenthal Centre,
ot to let Mr Haider into govern-
ent, Mr Klestil yesterday said he
ad no choice.

"The only alternative would be to
issolve Parliament and to call for
ew elections,” the Austrian
esident said in the letter made
ublic by the Wiesenthal Centre.
(AFF)



HTC & Agencies (.,
Austria/London, February 5&\ K \

USTRIAN FAR-RIGHT
Aieader Joerg  Haider
hrugged off the interna-
tional uproar against the inclusion
of his freedom party in govern-
ment as street riots in Vienna left
more than 50 people injured teday.
Mr Haider dismissed steps taken
by Austria's 14 European Union
partners (o isolate the country
politically, noting that major EUJ
policy reguired unanimily among
the bioc’s 15 members.

"This is nothing to get hysterical
about," he told APA news ageney,
adding that Austrians necd not
worry ahout sanctions.

Mr Haider, who had chosen not
to be in the cabinet and had gone
to his mountain stronghold, round-
ly abused French President
Jacques Chirac,

He even threatened to bring EU
to a standstill by use of Austria’s
right to veto proposals. The 14
other EU member countries, how-
ever, stung by their failure to daunt
Austria suspended all bilateral
political relations with i,

US and Israel have withdrawn
their ambassadors, Spain , Sweden,
France, Belgium, Denmark,
Portugal and Germany immediate-

suspended bilateral contacts.
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan
has also expressed concern.

The threat by Haider, within
hours of the formation of the maost
right-wing government in Europe
since the second world war, has
caused ripples in Brussels. Haider

America keeping
eye on Austria

THE US administration has
vowed to keep a clase walch on
Awustria. Officials in washington
said they would "limil" contact
with Vienna, while the Secy of
State  ordered the US
Ambassador to  Austria to
return home for consultations.
Officials siressed that the sum-
mons did not amount 10 a [or-
mal diplomatic recall.

(AFP)

¥

has said that EU countries have
madc a serious “tactical error...,

All the others will have to sit
down at the table with us because
otherwise there won't be any deci-
sions and conclusions in Europe”.
The feeling in Brussels is that
Haider would go on provoking

Eurgpean Union in the hope that
Brusgels would expel Austria from
the Uni

The new chancellor, Wolfgang
Schugssel said Austria was not a
state, and a new Hitler was
not o the rise with the inclusion of
Haider's Freedom Party.

The Conservative Pecple's Party
leader yesterday said he had not
Imagined that entering a coalition
with |the controversial freedom
parly would lead to such an inter-
national outcry,

Mr Schuessel said he understood
concern abroad, but said: “I must
defenfi myself against unaccept-
able romparisons, There is no
Hitlerjon the rise,”

Austrian  President  Thomas
Klestil had administered the oath
of office yesterday to Scimessel in
the Hpfburg Palace, the one-time
residence of the Avstro-Hungarian
cmpcmr.

He Wad made it clear he was not
going ahead with the inauguration
out of personal conviction but
because he had "no choicz"

Klestil had also forced Mr
Schuesse]l and Mr Haider to sign a
pledge| to honour basic ‘reedoms
and rights and renouncing the
nation's Nazi past.

Mr Haider signed the document
but condemned it afterwards.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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EU reduces political ti€
with Austria, freezes
high-level contacts ', \°
Right-wing leader du

By Robert H. Reid

VIENNA: Right-wing lcader Jo-
erg Haider told a deeply divided
Austrian public on Saturday not
1o worry about international 1sola-
tion. saying the new governing
coulition. which includes his Free-
dom Party, would soon prove its
democratic credentials 1o the
world.

~There is ne need for hysteria.”
Mr Haider told the Ausiria Press
Agency. calling the European
Union's action in freezing high-
level contacts with the new gov-
ernment, “irrelevant.”

Mr Haider's history of remarks
against immigration, and sympa-
thetic 10 aspects of Nazi rule. led
ather nations to warn against his
party’s inclusion in the govern-
ment.

Their warning ignored. the El!
and Israe! bave resorted to diplo-
matic reprisals.

~The EU will quickly get used
1o the fact that the Freedom Party
now sits in the cabinet. which has
goad programmes. expertise and
pood manners,” Mr Haider said.

He blamed “leftists who do not
accept democratic decisions™ for
the violence that broke out on Fri-
day afier the new coalition with
the Austrian Pcople’s Party took
power.

Mare than 30 people. including
43 policemen and 13 demonstra-
tors. were injured in the clashes.

About 1,500 people protested
apainst the new government in Vi-
cnna again on Saturday. marching
for more than five hours across
the city.

Traffic on the outér ring road
around the city ground to a haltl
and bus and iram lines were dis-
rupted as the mostly young
demonstrators wound their way
around Vienna, banging pots and

S
v

bs action irrelerant

blowing whistles. ~Freedom| Party-
People’s Party —no thanks!™" and
“Peacetul resistance” read posters
carried by protesters. Sevgral im-
migrants carried flags of their
home countties. At one point,
demonstrators briefly lobhed bot-
tles and eggs at police offjcers in
front of the People’s Party head-
quarters, before the crowd|calmed
and moved on.

Mr Haider won interfjational
notoriety for statements praising
Adolf Hitler's “orderly 4 mploy-
ment’” policies and lauding veter
ans of the Waffen 55 as *decent
people of good character’| —com-

ments for which he has sifjee apol-

ogised.
The rise to pawer |of Mr
Haider's far-right party|has po-

larised a society with dark mema-
ries of defeats in two World Wars
and an armed civil conflict be-
tween leftists and rightigts in the
1930s.
A survey of 500 Austripn valcrs
taken on Thursday by the Ogm
Research Institute found that 43
percent opposed President
Thomas Klestil’s decision to swear
it the new coalition anfl 45 sup-
ported it.
No margin of error was given,
but the institute desc ribed the
breakdown as a statistical draw, the
Austria press Agency Reported.
After the new government was
sworn in an Friday, 14 other EU
nations reduced their diplomatic
ties with Austria as |they had
threatened 1o, cancelling con-
tracts. official visits and freezing
high-leve! contacts.
S, secretary pf o ostale
Madcleine Albright sajd Ambas-
sador Kathryn Walt-Hall would
leave for Washington| to report
and then return to Vienna to mon-
itor the political crisis. el
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- HE Prime Minister of
Russia at the time of
the North Atlantic
Treaty organisation’s

attack on Yugoslavia was
Yevgeni Primakov, probably
the best Prime Minister of the
Yeltsin era, though he lasted
only from September 1998 to
May 1999.

During that time, he resta-
bilised the Russian economy,
which was in a state of col-
lapse, and helped to avert a
world financial crisis.

He was Prime

Minister during

the build-up of

the Kosovo crisis,

the Rambouillet
conference, and

the start of the

Nato bombing.

He was dismissed

mainly because

the Yeltsin en-

tourage felt

threatened by his

attack on corrup-

tion; he was vul-

nerable partly

because the Nato

attack undermined his Vrela— .

tively co-operative policy.

He is Russia’s leading expert
on Islam and West Agia. In
the latest issue of Politique
Internutionale, the leading
journal of foreign affairs in
France, perhaps in the world,
Mr Primakov defends the war
in Chechnya but gives warn-
ing of the return of the Cold
War. He says that he does not
object to Western criticism of
those forees in Russia “which
want to return to the Cold
‘War”; nevertheless, he con-
giders that Western attitudes
“strengthen the partisans of
isolationism in Russia”, and
that the turning point came
at the moment Nato bombed
Yugoslavia.

“One should recall that
before Kosove, Russia was
ready to collaborate with
Nato... I remember a conver-
sation with Xavier Solana
(the Nato secretary-general}.
We were both obviously in
agreement that we had truly
found the satisfactory securi-
ty mechanism for Europe.
Well, the bombardment of
Yugoslavia has destroyed
that ideal

“Qince Russia has seen the
forces of Nato intervene with-
out the approval of the
United Nations, outside the
frontiers of the member
nations and in a most bar-
barous manner, Russia has
learnt that the enlargement
of Nato is not an ephemeral
threat, but only too real a
danger.”

These are the warnings of a
Russian moderate; Primakov
is no Vladimir Putin.

The appointment of Putin as
acting President, and his
ruthiess prosecution of the
war in Chechnya, confirms
the new mood of Russia.
There has been a revival of
Russian nationalism; the
nation is wholly behind the
war in Chechnya; Putin is
comitted to a great increase
in defence spending and to
reasserting Russia’s authority
in the Caucasus.

The Nato bombing of Kesovo

0il on the flames

5-9 N7

contributed to this threaten-
ing new mood, just as the
unintentional bombing of the
Chinese Embassy in Belgrade
angered the Chinese. We are
still dealing with a greatly
weakened Russia, but Putin
is riding a wave of patriotic
resentment which will proba-
bly assure his re-election.

The policy of expansion of
Nato has been far too litile
discussed outside defence cir-
cles, except in the new James
Bond film. It seemed natural
enough that Central Europe-
an countries with a strong
Western tradition — Poland,
the Czech Republic, Hungary
— should be invited to join
Nato. Even the Russians did
not much mind that.

The West seems to have
assumed that it would be
equally natural for Balkan
countries — Bulgaria and
Romania — to follow,

The White House has become
excited by the idea of “the
great game” of intervening in
Asia to the south of Russia.
No one in the US Adminis-
tration seems to have made
an adequate appraisal of the
strategic risks.

The policy issues of this Nato
expansion are complex: they
involve Kosovo and the for-
mer Yungoslav republics, Slav
and Islamic hostility, the
Ralkans generally, the Black
Sea and Caucasus, the Chec-
hen war, & whole network of
oil and gas pipelines and pro-
jects, including the pipeline
through Grozny, the future of
Georgia and Azberbaijan, the
Caspian oilfield, the Turkic
states, oil and gas fields
stretching out to the borders
of China, the expansion of
Nato, the expansion of the

The Narth Atlantic
Treaty Drganisation

must beware of
repeating the
Vietnam
catastrophe in
Central Asia,
writes WILLIAM

EU, Turkigh nationalism, but
above all| they invalve the
future of Western access to
the Caspian oil reserves and
the relatlionship betwzen
Russia and the West.

The Rugsians, including
Primakov himself, say that
the capacity of the Caspian
oil reserves has been grossly
exaggerafed; some Western
experts regard the Caspian as
an oilfield second only to
Saudi Arabia, which has
reserves pf 200 billion bar-
rels. Oil prices have trebled
in the past 12 months, so
access td Caspian oil Is an
issue of immediate American
national interest. The oil will
get to the West either by the
pipelines{ through Russia to
the Black Sea, or, bypassing
Russia, through Georgia and
Turkey tq the Mediterranean.
Last Noyvember a $3-billion
pipeline pact was signed in
Tstanbul|by Turkey, Georgia
and Azerbaijan, in the pres-
ence of President Clinton.
The American policy is ene of
diverting the oil from Baku
through| pipelines which go

THE STATESMAR
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around Russia, and protect-
ing this pipeline by giving
(Georgia and Azerbaijjan reas-
surance against Russian
pressure. Bussian retations
with Georgla are complicated
by the tension on the border
between Georgia and Che-
chnya.

President Alivev of Azerbai-
jan said recently that “Azer-
baijan sees its future in inte-
gration with the West and
rapprochement with the USA
and is aspiring for the expan-
sion of contacts with Nate™.

It has been reported in Baku
that Strobe Talbott, the US
deputy secretary of state, has
warned Uri Ushakov, the
Russian ambassadoy in Was-
hington, that “the United
States will nat patiently
ohserve Russia’s interference
in the affairs of Georgia and
Azerbaijan”. That is not a
guarantee, but it is not far
short of one. Would it ever be
honoured?

There is alse an extreme
Turkish nationalizt position,
recently advanced by Abdul-
lah Ces, the Turkish minister
for relations with the Turkic
republics.

According to Nezavizsimaya
Gazeta, the Moscow journal,
he said on 21 January that
there should be a common-
wealth of Turkie states,
including Turkey, “the sue-
cessor to the Ottoman Em-
pire”, Azerbaijan, Kazakh-
stan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyz-
stan and Turkmenistan.

Turkev wonld be the “big
brother”. As Turkey is a
member of Nato, and has
heen accepted as a candidate
member of the EU, that
would take Nato to the

Chinese border.

TS ———— ! T

“Mr Cei was gpeaking as an
individual, npt as defining
government policy. Yet Tur-
key is seen by the Americans
as the main hase from which
to secure future American oil
supplies, 1g the east in
Central Asia and to the sonth
in Arabia and the Gulf.

The Caspign and Central
Asian oilfields will be very
important to the future of
Western oil supplies. That is
real enough. There remain a
number of disturbing ques-
10ms.
Can the USA or
Nato intervene
successfully in
'the traditional
‘sphere of Rus-
sian influence in
the Balkans, the
Black Sea, the
Caucasus, the
Caspian Sea, or
canceivably the
Turkic states of
Central Asia?
Can the USA or
Nate provide
protection, if
requived| to Georgia and
Azerbaijan? Wounld American
public opinion support such a
conflict with Russia in the
Caspian larea? Are the gov-
ernments of the Common-
wealth of Independent States,
which regecently elected Via-
dimir Pytin their chairman,
really interested in an Amer-
ican alignment, or are they
merely ysing it as a bargain-
ing weapon against Russia?
In the lgst resort, will they be
more impressed by the dis-
tant power of the USA, or by
the immediate land power of
Russia? Is the American in-
volvement in the oil politics of
Central Asia likely to bring
Russial and China into joint
opposifion? Is American poli-
cy playing into the hands of
those [Russians whe would
welcome a second Cold War?
What would that cost? What
countries might be destroyed
by it?
The aims of Western strate-
gy are reatly quite simple, We
want (to maintain Nato as an
effectlive defence alliance for
Eurobe. We want to maintain
Western access to the oil and
gas of the Caspian Sea and of
the Central Asian oilfield. As
Russia is the predominant
local land power, and alsc a
majpr nuclear power, these
ohiertives can best be secured

a

palitics or defence. In the
19605, the USA made the

now repeat that dangerous
blunder in Central Asia.
ver-expansion would be bad
r Nato, for the security of oil
upplies and for the unity of
he West.

The Times, London. _
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REUTERS . -
BANGKDK, FEB 12 q\f E”ﬁﬂ‘ '!
QUTHEAST Astan cou
S tries said on Saturday they
were concerned about devel-
oping nations being fut by a back-
fash from a current global trend for
mega-merzers and acquisitions.

Leaders of the Association of
Southeast  Asfan  Nations
(ASEAN) said ut 2 meeting with
UN Secretary General Kofi An-
nan that because of this, alterna-
tive strategies for globat economic
development had to be found. 2
spokesitian told reporters.

The meeting was held on the
sidefinesof a four-yearly summit of
the UN's trade and development
agency NCTAD which beganon
Saturday. ASEAN  groups
Malavsia, Singapore, Thailand,
Vietnam, Brunei, Laocs, Myanmar,
Cambodia, the Philippines, and In-
donusia,

Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad said at the meet-
ing that “these mergers could re-
sult in a domestic backlash against
globalisation,” the spokesman,
Y¥obsak Chutikul of Thaitand, said.

A

Y warn

s of

ea

bt ‘“‘?“'ﬁ R .’i
B 2 Y
| ANGRKOK: Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir

| Mohamad urged world leaders on Saturday tos103

and think hefore pressing for globalisation, according
|t a Japanese official, “Globulisation is meaningfil.

| But the probiem is¢hat all people of the world do ot

lequally benefit-fropy It,” a Japanese official quoted
!'Makathir as tebing 4 funcheon meeting hosted oy -

i Thai Prime Minister Supachai Panitchpakdi, -

h.- He said the concept of globalisation must be § is
lussed before fully implemcating it, “People of fhe.
Fworld must stop and discuss globalisation,” Mahafhit:

Pwas quoted assaying, S .
Mahathir made the remarks shortly beforethe
{ opening of the UN Canference on Trade and Davel-
| apment (UNCTAD) sumimit on Satuiday. [The
@gkok meetingis the first gathering of a global inter-

_governmental group deall s ]

- affairs since & WTO ministerial meeting in Seattle

*failed 1o agree onstarting anew rouad of gobal trade

- talkslate last vear.. ' ' T
. Haow to narrow the widening economic gaps be:|

‘méeting that globalisation had already mbved-f{n'-_! '

“wanted to lausnch a new round of globattrade talks

. i$ riot clear as & how mich sacrifice iishould make,”™

ng with trade and econoriic

tweenich and poor will be high'on the agenda at the._‘
UNCTAD nieeting, The Japanése official ssd WTO
Director-General Mike Moore told the Juncheon

ward and each country should think of ways to take!
advantage of it. “Globalisation s not an ideology,” he
was quoted as saving, He also said the United States|

But its position remained unclear. “Thie US position

Moore was gaoted as saying.

Muhathir was coneerned that
such mergers and acquisitions
could create giant multinationals
that could gain superior advan-
tages over smaller domestic com-
panics invarious fields.

Singapore’s Prime  Minister
Goh Chok Tony told Annan that
big mergers could provide a back-
Tush by taking multinationals’ focus
away from social safety nets. Since
the beginning of 2000, there bave
heen two notable world mega

mergers - the $151.80 billion AOL
and Time¢ Warner deal in the
United States and the German

touch of Britamn. :
Atthgmeeting, Foreign Minis-
ter Win jAung of militagy-ruled
Myanmar asked for help from the
N and other international organ-
_isations In creating conditions for
greater |democsatisation in the
country] according  to the

INDIAN EXPRESS
137E8 208

spokesman,

Thaitand’s premier Chuan
Leckpai supgested to Annar that
ASEAN be given observer status
at the United Nations, the
spokesman added. Annan told the
10-member grouping’s Jeaders !
that there needed to be a struc-
tured way for ASEAN and the
United Nations to collaborate in
the future. He later invited
ASEAN 1o attend the next UN
meeting in June asan observer.




REUTERS

MOSCOW. Feb. 16 8si0
and Nito agreed a joing docki-
ration tadav in which they
pledged 1o revive long frozen
relations on the basis of their
L1997 founding act.

“We are renewing our basic
relationship. Wa conaider each
ather as important sirategic
pariners in gUaraniesing secu-
rity in Burepe and the waorld”
forsign minister, Mr lgor
tvanov, told vepoviers after the
Nato Secrvatary-General, Mr
George Robertzon, held 45 min-
vtes of talks with the acting
Prezident, Mr Viadimir Putin.

Moscow froze its ties with
Nato last vear in anger over
the alliance’s bombing of
Yugoslavia, More recently.
Nauio hes eviticised Russig’s
militare campaign against
vehe! fighters in Chechnya.
urging Moscow o seck a politi-
cal solution.

But even as the lenders were
hopeful abour the renewed
relationship, Russian way-
planes and helicopters pounded
rebels i the sowmh of Chechnya
today in preparation for & final
axzsault against thousands of
fighters holed up in the v
bighlonds,

Tass sard the rehels were
retrenting nta the mountains
and mining rands while trving
to put together a foree 1o fight
the Russian affensive.

Plane 4 helicoprer guns
ships carriest oul more than H0
raids an rebel positions ove
the fast 24 howrs, Inrerfas
news ageney zaud. quoting th
mititary, It osid move than &)
rebels were iilisd.

Tha www i :
sife. ome of the few remaing
a0l inde !
aide, &
iried 1o onttlank
the Avgun Garee afim
attack fruled

The Hussisns put armour 4

s

the rebelzfin
Cafronftat

artilley on o miftop and were
rainite shelis down an the
gorge helow, it 2aid,

Taferior ninistey troohs were

engaged in laege-scnle opeva-
tions o voar ot guerrilias who

bad hlended in with civiiians to

attack Russian-held ereas, Ria
naws agency sald.
Rid =aid more than 12.000

sphens had been subject 1o
1ity checks so Jar. Bignt

A Cheohien offieial has
talked to U state depurtinens
offficiils. he rst such

a cunfles fast yvear,
department  said, A
hen represEntative
the talks weve "very
ssfui™. o report from
adds,
The Depury Speaker of the
Urnechen parliament. My
serlam Bechavev, on Monday
talked to officials responsible
‘or human rvights, Russian
affaire and vrefugees. state
departwment spokesmuan Mr
James Rubin said vesterday.
Taliban warning: Taliban
supreme  feader  Mullah
Mubhammad Omar has asked
Rugzaia to step its milirary
operation: in Chechnva and
urged Mushims the world over
te come 1o the aid of Chechen
Muoslimas, adds PP {rom
{siumabad.

In a message on the eve
ol iith  anniversary  of
1he withdrawal of Russian
forees from Afehanistan, Omar
urged Rissia to respect the
religion. culture and indepen-
dence  of the people
Chechnva oy lace defeat as n
Afchanisian.

R .
D calio o

1

IR Muslims the
world over to pgrovide every
poesible support to Chechen
M

vidies Trom wiat he said
Was Rufan oppression and
tVTRTINY,
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hina-EU trade tal 5-fail again

REUTERS
BELKNG, MARCH 31

Qg Qg 4o

MARKET opening talks be-

* tween China and the European

Unionended Fridavwith no agree-
ment, an EU statement said, deal-
ing ablow to Bejjing's bopes of join-
ing the World Trade Organisation
thisycar.

The EU soughi to put the best
light on the failure of four days of
discussions, insisting it was not dis-
appointed and progress had been
made. .

Nevertheless, EU trade com-
missioner Pascal Lamy had joined

talks to provide the high-leve! politi-
calpush needed todrive through an
agreement bogged down by techni-
cal dispites over access to China's
huge markets in telecommunica-
trons and hrancial services, includ-
ing insurance.

No date was set for the negotia-
tions to resume, although Beijing
said Lamy was welcome to return
for more taiks of terms of accession
to the body which sets global trad-
ing rules.

Beijing’s tean was led by Trade
Minister Shi Guangsheng,

The previous several rounds of
tatks were held ata working Jevel.

Thr_ EU st.:\temem

inacertain narrowing of di
onthe outstanding issucs undet ne-
gotiation”, % !

But he said: “Coprchugion of a bi-
lateral agreenient was motpossible
at thisstage. We are hopdful we will
be able to finalise a deal ih the com-
ingperiod.” The EUisthe jnost im-
partant of IWWTO membersyetto
sign market access agrecments with
Beijing needed for Chinatp join the
135-member body, Chi
says it expects to join the Y

described the talks as “Positiv
struciive and fruitful”.

networks. “The EU has shown flex-
bility,” Lamy said, “A final package
should be balanced taking due ac-
count of the specificity of the fmpor-
tant trading relationship between
the EU and China, " he said.

The statement guoted him as
saying he wouldreport back to the
15 EU members, “1o assess how
best to approach a future round of
negotiations for which a date has
vet ta be set.” EU spokesmar An-
thony Gooch saieh “we've made
progeess this weckand; we are
hapeful that we will be able 10 {i-
nalisc a dealin the coming period.”

“We don't have a reason to be
disappointed.  Weve  made

progress,” he added,

The United States signed an
agreement in November last year.

Asimilar deadlock between US
trade representative  Charlene
Barshefsky and Shi was broken by
the personal intervention of Chi-
nese premicr Zhu Rongg.

Asked if he thought Chinese
leaders were not giving EU talks the
same high-level commitment that
secured the US deal, Gooch =aid:
“We don’t feef that there’s any dis- |
crimination in terms of treatment |
thai is being given to Eumpe with ’
respect toother partners.”

NDIAN EXPRESS
= 1AM
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