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T he punitive raid carsied out by the Pakistan army ok the

offices of newspaper Dawn deserves to be condemndd in

the strongest possible terms. It is the first indication, inso-
far as the press in Pakistan is concerned, that Chief Executlye
General Pervez Musharraf is a man in uniform and not atease with
a free press. One of the main issues being highlighted by the mili-
tary regime through its articulate information minister Javed Jab-
bar was the supposed commitment to the freedom of the press. Mr
Jabbar regaled visiting journalists from India, Nepal, Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka with pious declarations, that ¢he press was and
would remain absolutely free. General Musharraf also said the
same, the effort being to prove that this military regime was. dif-
ferent from others that had preceded it and proof for the sceptics
was provided by the absolute freedom guaranteed to the media. Of
course, journalists in Pakistan were sceptical about the military
ruler’s long term ability to stand by his word. Dawn, in’ pamcular )
decided to play the role of a free newspaper and did not mince
words in pointing out the foibles of the military regime. Its opin-
ion columns, in particular, contained strong critiques of the
Musharraf’s dispensation which had not been taken well by the
Chief Executive and his men. It is amazing how, in this subconti-
nent, governments come to power applauding the role of a free
press. And within weeks, and months, become very sensitive to
the same free press. Insecurity that becomes part of the mental
make up of any diépensation in power eventually leads to a direct
confrontation with the media. This takes many forms. It can be as
subtle as the denial of access to even routine government informa-
tion, to censorship, to arrests and closure of newspaper establish-
ments. The army which carried out a four-hour raid on the offices
of the Dawn has sent out the first signal. Dissent will no longer be
tolerated. The Dawn is a professional newspaper and was able to
withstand the raid with firm dignity. The mariagement refused to
sign a paper proffered by the raiding party in uniform, making ‘it
clear that it was not obliged to accept any certificates from tlie
army. But the smaller newsp apers might not find it so easy to resist
the pressure and are likely to'fall m line without even being asked
to. This is really what the first raid was designed to achieve: to
silence the susceptible press and to send out a signal to the others
that they are under scrutiny. The Dawn is Pakistan’s leading Eng-
lish daily, with a wide international readership. Obviously Gener-
al Musharrafis” msbcurlty has allowed criticism to penetrate the
uniform, to tHe point where he is willing to invite world critici$m
for his action so long as he is able to muzzle the critics. The entire
press of Pakistan must unite to face this challenge. This is not a
Dawn versus the rest issue, as some sections of the media might
like to project. It is a freedom of the press versus government issue
and should be fought as such. The media has received the raw end
of the stick from successive governiments in Pakistan, with little
difference between so called democratic rulers and military
regimes. All have made use of the divisions within to wield a
selective stick. It is time now for all newspapers to get together
and make it clear to General Musharraf and his men, that they will
face the challenge together and with total unity. The )zhou:e then
before him, will not be selective targeting. But censcfship for the
entire press or freedom. Given his desire to plac ?(he world he
will probably find it very difficult to impose toyfl&ensorship.as a
policy, and will just have to swallow the anger/thht has so visibly
been aropsed by a media doing its duty. :
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DUBAI/NEW DELHI, Nov. 25.
- Pakistan’s strongest
political alliance against a
military government could
emerge tomorrow if the
Pakistan People’s Party-led
Grand Democratic Alliance
admits Mr Nawaz Sharifs
Muslim League in its fold.

Mr Nawaz Sharif has sent a
taped apology to PPP leader,
Mrs Benazir Bhutto to meet a
precondition to forge a political
alliance between the two
parties.

During the 30-minute taped
apology recorded sometime
earlier this year, Mr Sharif
termed Mrs Bhutto his “good
sister.”

Mrs Bhutto had demanded a
taped apology which was

' recorded and handed over by
, Mr Sharif through his wife Mrs
+ Kulsoom Nawaz during one of

UNI & PTI

' her visits to the Attock fort, the -
Gulf News said. The tape was

Mr Nawaz Sharif (above) and
Mrs Benazir Bhutto

later sent to Mrs Bhutto in a . .

foreign country.

But the tape, meant only for
the PPP leader, came into wider
circulation. Mrs Kulsoom
Nawaz has denied the existence
of any such tape, the daily said.

Criticising the apology, PML
sources told Gulf News that
“within our party culture, an
apology in such phrases by a
man to woman is especially
awkward. PML men are

xpected to be brave and bold.”
"ML rebels have threatened to
ir the tape in public, the daily
.dded.

Meanwhile, Democratic
Alliance head, Mr Nawabzada
Nasarullah Khan told BBC
(Urdu) that if the PPP-PML
tie-up comes through, it would
be for the first time that all
major political parties would
jointly launch a campaign for
restoration of democracy.

Mr Nasarullah Khan said this
was the first time a military
ruler had no political support.

Pakistan’s two main political
parties — the PPP and the
PML will now be together

harif letter to Benazir
1ance hopes

SAHABA THREAT

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, Nov. 25. — A
prominent religious group of
Pakistan, Sipah-e-Sahaba,
has announced that it will
impose Islamic system in 20
cities across the country by
2001 and has directed people
to withdraw cases from
courts and file them before
‘qazi courts’ or face death.

In Dogdara village of Dir,
people who do not withdraw
their cases from courts and -
file them before ‘qazi courts’, |
will face death penalty.

Allama Tahirul Qadri,
chairman of the group, said
people would be asked not to
seek justice from existing
courts as they were following
the judicial system inherited
from the British, “replete
with  shortcomings and
lacunae”.

“They will be asked to go to
mosques in accordance with
the Islamic system.”

against the military rule and it
Is going to be the strongest
political alliance in Pakistan’s
history, said Mr Khan.

The PML, virtually headed by
Mrs Nawaz, has passed a
resolution favouring ¥&4lliance
with the Democratic Alliance.
Sharif charge: Mr Sharif has
accused the military regime of
preventing his lawyer from
meeting him, adds a report
from Islamabad.
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Mmy tea rqy(ralds Dawn office in Pak

Mubashir Zaidi
Islamabad, September 28

ﬂ N ARMY inspection team acoompanie \

by a representative of Sind

Government raided the office o
Pakistan’s largest circulated daily newspaper
Dawn at Karachi yesterday, the management of
the Dawn Group of Newspapers said today.

THe Dawn group issued a press release stating
thgt an Army monitoring team, consisting of six
atfmed forces personnel, accompanied by three
gineers of the Karachi Electric Supply
orporation (KESC) and a professed represen-
ative of the Electrical Inspector, Government
of Sindh, arrived this morning at the group’s
headquarters at Karachi.

“The contingent of the Army monitoring team
and the KESC engineers insisted on an imme-
diate inspection and testing of all the existing
electric installations, with a notice under the
Electricity Act, 1910. The team threatened with
immediate disconnection of the electric supply

and the consequential stoppage of all newspa-
per printing and publishing activities if immedi-
ate access was not allowed,” the press release
stated.

The Dawn spokesman said that despite strong
protest, the inspection team demanded imme-
diate entry and access to all floors, particularly
publishers, editors and journalists’ offices, satel-
lite communication rooms and secured areas
where sensitive pre-press and printing technol-
ogy effects of the daily printing of Dawn and its
sister publications were kept.

After a gruelling four hours inspection, the
spokesman said, the Army monitoring team
prepared a statement and ordered the manage-
ment representatives present to sign it.
“Although the statement virtually cleared the
Dawn’s headquarters of any charges, the repre-
sentatives of the management refused to sign it
on the grounds that duress was being applied by
the monitoring team, particularly since nothing
untoward had been discovered,” the spokesman
added.

The newspaper management announced that
it would release a report to various human rights
and civil rights organisations both nationwide
and internationally. The Group has also lodged
a strong protest with both the military and the
civilian authorities in Islamabad and Karachi.

The editor and special correspondent of
Dawn were served a legal notice by the military
government after the paper published a series
of reports and analysis criticising the visit of
country’s military ruler Chief Executive
General Pervez Musharraf to the United
Nations Millennium Summit held in
Washington early this month. The paper
refused to print a clarification of its stories as
directed in the legal notice.

Though it could not be ascertained whether
Wednesday’s raid on its office was conducted to
suppress the management, a government
spokesman has denied the impression that the
raid was done in retaliation of the al
reporting of the paper regarding the/p
mance of the military government.
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 20 The Pakistani
Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, today said the military
had no intention of continuing in
power beyond QOctober 12, 2002
fixed by the Supreme Court.

Addressing reporters at Lahore,
ahead of the first anniversary of
the military coup that saw the
ouster of Mr. Nawaz Sharif, Gen.
Musharraf said neither had he
any political ambition nor would
the Army stay in power beyond
2002.

“We will return to our place ex-
actly after three years in accord-
ance with the deadline given by
the Supreme Court in May. [ can
give a surety bond that I will not

. form a political bond. All such talk

Jis-nonsense. We will hand over

power to elected people and we
have an elaborate plan to achieve
this.”  Gen. Musharraf, who has
been under pressure from within
the country and outside to an-
nounce a road-map fcr the return
of democracy, said that after dis-
trict-level elections between De-
cember and July next, the
Government would hold provin-
cial and national elections. Elec-
tions at the district level, in which
party representatives are barred
from taking part, are being held
under a ‘devolution plan’ envi-
saging greater powers at the grass
roots level. The plan has been re-
jected by most of the parties as
being “unworkable and impracti-
al”.

Gen. Musharraf accused vested
interests and unidentified exter-
nal forces of creating a sense of
despondency in society. He was
willing to concede inadequate
progress only in the accountabil-
ity process. It was an ambitious
programme launched by the mil-
itary regime to bring to book cor-
rupt and inefficient politicians,
bureaucrats and business per-
SO11S,

The Chief Executive termed
“exaggeration’’ reports of large-
scale flight of capital and immi-
gration of Pakistanis since the
military takeover. “The situation
is not alarming and there is no
truth, whatsoever, in the baseless
claim that the country is being de-
serted. There is no cause for wor-
ry. If 30,000 out of 140 million
people are going abroad, it should
not create any ripple,” he said.

Gen. Musharraf spelled six the-
matic achievements of his Gov-
ernment: Rebuilding trust
between the people and the Gov-
ernment; a strict code of ethics for
those who hold public offices;
complete check on macro-level
corruption; evenihanded account-
ability; unprecedented level of
freedom of speech and press and
strengthening of relations of Pa-
kistan with the international
community.

Our stand on Kashmir
principled: Pak.

There is no change in Pakistan's
stand on Kashmir and it will con-

tinue to provide ‘political and
diplomatic’ support to those en-
gaged in the fight against the Indi-
an Government, the military
ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, said
today.

Addressing a news conference
in Lahore, Gen. Musharraf said
Pakistan’s policy on Kashmir was
based on a ‘principled stand’. He
denied the suggestion that the
problems of Pakistan economy
were related to Kashmir. "It is just
a fallacy. 53 per cent of Pakistan's
budget goes towards debt-servic-
ing,"” he said. The Chief Executive
accused India of resorting to un-
provoked firing and violence
across the Line of Control and
said Pakistan fired back at the In-
dian positions only in self- de-
fence.  "“We are  showing
maximum restraint despite In-
dia's continuous aggressive ac-
tions along the LoC, the de facto
border in Kashmir”.

Pakistan favoured a settlement
of the Kashmir dispute through
dialogue and regretted the "'nega-
tive” attitude of India to peace
moves. Gen. Musharraf referred
to the offer of a no-war pact and
mutual reduction of forces that he
made in his speech at the United
Nations millennium session.

Gen. Musharraf accused ‘exter-
nal forces’ of attempting to desta-
bilise his Government as it was
engaged in reconstruction and
development. "1 will not go into
details to describe the external
forces, but 1 know they are trying

0Vl won't stay in power beyond V(\/
SC deadline: Musharraf Y

to destabilise my government be-
cause it is putting the economy
on the path of progress”.

In another development, Pakis-
tani intelligence agencies have
claimed to have arrested seven
agents of the RAW and recovered
explosive material and ammuni-
tion from them. They have been
accused of involvement in ‘hei-
nous crimes’ after receiving train-
ing in several places in India.

| am not under pressure

toquit: Tarar

The Pakistani President, Mr. Rafiq
Tarar, has dispelled media spec-
ulation that he is under pressure
to step down from office.

In an informal chat with report-
ers here after launching a nation-
wide anti-polio campaign, Mr.
Tarar blamed vested interests
wishing to destabilise the Govern-
ment for spreading such rumours.

“I do not wish to continue in
office a minute more than God
wishes to me say. I have full faith
in Allah who has entrusted me
with this responsibility. My pri-
mary objective of holding the of-
fice is serve the nation,” he said.

Mr. Tarar, who became the
President during Mr. Nawaz Sha-
rif’s regime, managed to stay on
despite the military coup.

Though the Chief Executive has
denied that he has any plan to
take over as the President, spec
ulation persists in the Pakiste
media of such a possibiliq/’/ 7
Ve
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OMigrants Foreverr %

e visit of a delegatlon of Pakistani MOQM (Muttahida Quamz Move-

¢) to India and the declaration of the MQM leader Altaf Hussein

partition was a blunder have not come a day too soon. The forefa-
v s of the 20 million Mohajirs, whom the MQM represents, were the
re -reators of Pakistan. Jinnah and Liaquat Ali Khan, the first leaders
of . ikistan, were themselves Mohajirs. By contrast, those already estab-
lished in that province, the Punjabi Muslims, were not keen on the cre-
ation of Pakistan. Once Pakistan was created -- because of British Cold
War strategic compulsion, and the complementary demands of the Mus-
lim League -- they were not prepared to subsume their interests and
dominance into a larger Pakistani identity. With the assassination of Li-
aqua. Ali Khan and assumption of the office of the governor-general by
Ghulam Mohammed in 1951, Punjab began dominating Pakistan. When
the Punjabi-dominated army seized power, Pakistan turned into some-
thing of a greater Punjab, resulting in the alienation of the majority
Bangladeshis, and their eventual secession. However, that only further
enhanced the dominance of the Punjabis, who now constituted an ab-
solute majority within the population, the armed forces, government as
well as agriculture and industry. The contradiction between the concepts
of Pakistan as a multicultural homeland for all Indian Muslims and as a
greater Punjab, got exacerbated during the third martial law of General
Zia-ul-Haq. The Mohajirs who were largely from the Gangetic plains,
and had their own distinct Mughal and Lucknowi cul esowere treated
as aliens by the Punjabi majority.

While the refugees from Pakistan were absorbed withput any discrim-
ination in the middle class-led Indian democracy -- one of them, 1 K Gu-
jral, went on to become prime minister and another, L K dvani, is sec-
ond-in-command in the ruling coalition -- the landlord-dopinated Pak-
istani polity did not care to absorb the Mohajirs. The stifling\of democra-
cy by the Punjabi landlord-army-bureaucracy combine pgrpetuated
their alien status. Pakistan's opportunistic alliance with the United
States during the Cold War further enabled the feudocracy to consoli-
date its power and prevent the healthy development of a middle class.
Since Pakistan chose to cast itself as the opposite of India, those who
were products of the rich composite culture of the Delhi-Agra Lucknow
belt could not fit in with a state that rejected pluralism and multicultural-
ism. General Zia-ul-Haq successfully divided the Mohajirs and the na-
tive Pakistanis, particularly the Sindhis. Thus the community was vic-
timised a second time, having already suffered the divide and rule policy
of the British. Though General Musharraf, himself a Mohajir, talked of
doing justice to minorities immediately after the coup, the last 12 months
has seen no evidence of any move in that direction. As Pakistan's eco-
nomic condition deteriorates, ethnic tensions are likely to exacerbate
with adverse impact on the minorities. Successive regimes in Pakistan
have prevented the millions of Mohajir families from maintaining
contacts with their relatives in India -- a policy analogous to the one
practised by North Korea. Now the Mohajirs are asserting
themselves and demanding federal autonomy in Pakistan. While
wisdom would demand that the demand is concgded, it is doubtful if the

Punjabi feudocracy will oblige. The future of Pakistan looks bleak and
?X should be a matter of concern to India.

VY Milosevie’s Exit 7{\\b)
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HE MILITARY hab rujed

Pakistan, directly ¢r indi-

rectly, for more\ years

than elected Ggvern-
ments. But; perhaps, never has
the country faced the kind of
pressure it does today from the
rest of the world for restoration of
democratic rule.

Every conceivable leader and
institution around the globe has
deemed it necessary to either po-
litely or bluntly impress upon
Gen. Pervez Musharraf the urgent
need to hand over power to elect-
ed representatives and send the
Army back to the barracks. The
United States and Japan, the
€ommonwealth and the Europe-
an Union, the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) and the World

- ®ank are among those in the fore-
front of the campaign for ‘restora-
tion of democracy’ in Pakistan.
Diplomatic and economic lever-

agef has been freely employed to

deflver message after message to
the military Government sirice
the coup in October, 1999.

t the simple truth is the peo-
ple“of Pakistan are not impressed
with unsolicited sermons on de-
mocracy. The visit of the Com-
monwealth Secretary-General,
Mr. Don McKinnon, is a case in
point. The general perception of

media and the intelligentsia in

istan is that the rest of the
world is being hypercritical in its
approach to the military Govern-

‘ ment. The people of Pakistan

exed with the West (0 -

The people of Pakistan are not impressed with unsolicited
sermons on democracy. There is, says B. MURALIDHAR REDDY,
a sense of hurt over the attitude of the West.

have their reservations about the
Army being at the helm of affairs,
but, at the same time, they believe
that the rest of the world cannot
escape blame for the current state
of affairs.

There is a sense of hurt over the
attitude of the West, after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union and the
changed global realities. Pakista-
nis believe they have been aban-
doned after being used as pawns
on the international chessboard
for the first 40 years of their coun-
try’s existence.

Pakistan was the frontline ally
of the U.S. and the rest of the West
in their fight against the Soviet
Union and it mattered little to the
West who ruled in Islamabad. The

Afghan war was fought with Pa-’

kistan under the thumb of the
military dictator, Gen. Zia-ul-
Hagq. The consensus is that he was
the most tyrannical of all the mil-
itary rulers since 1958.

The common refrain in Pakis-
tan is that much of the present
evils in its society are a direct re-
sult of the Afghan conflict. These
include the politics of jehad, the
gun and drug culture and Tali-
banisation. Should not the West-
ern powers bear responsibility for

these and help Pakistan?

So, the present exhortations
from the world leaders only evoke
apathy and anger. There is also
the firm belief that the “return to
democracy” campaign is more on
account of the fears nuclear Pa-
kistan generates than from any
genuine concern for democracy.

Given the changed geo-political
equations and the emergence of a
unipolar world, Pakistan does not
enjoy the same strategic impor-
tance it did till 1990. At the same
time, with Pakistan going overtly
nuclear, no power can afford to
ignore it. Arid the Pakistanis, both
the establishment and the people,
are fully conscious of this.

The threat of South Asia be-
coming the theatre of a nuclear
holocaust because of the tensions
over Kashmir between India and
Pakistan is the dominant theme
of every foreign visitor to Islama-
bad. The rest of the world seems
to endorse the apprehensions of
New Delhi that the nuclear status
of Pakistan is all the more reason
for a representative Government
to be in charge.

However, Gen. Musharraf is not
bothered by the global campaign,
notwithstanding the tremendous

problems Pakistan faces particu-
larly on the economic front. He is
proceeding at his own pace to-
wards establishment of what he
terms ‘‘genuine rather than sham
democracy’".

The all-round price hikes and
absence of any spectacular
achievements since the military
takeover have certainly disap-
pointed the common people but
at the same they are not desper-
ately awaiting the return of the
politicians. The reason: ‘disgust’
with the political class, scen as
completely corrupt. And, deep fis-
sures in the mainstream parties of
Pakistan have made the military’s
job easier.

Gen. Musharraf has undoubt-
edly succeeded in creating a con-
sensus in the country that the
politicians have done little good
for the welfare of the people and
have only lined their own pockets.
At the same time, his Government
has nothing to show in terms of
achievements. So it is difficult to
guess how long it can continue at
the present pace on the basis of a
single-point programme of poli-
tician-bashing.

No one is sure if Gen. Mushar-
raf will indeed stick to the time-
frame of three years (from Octo-
ber 12, 1999) for restoration of de-
mocracy. So far, he has
announced a plan for holding of
elections to the local bodies with
an ambitious agenda for devolu-
tion of powers at the grass-root
level. These elections spread over
eight months will be on a non-
party basis. The plan has been
largely denounced as illogical and
unworkable. Undeterred, the
General is chugging along.

The military Government has
initiated a series of measures in
the last few months that are large-
ly perceived to be vindictive
against popular leaders of the
main parties. These include the
so-called accountability drive,
under which several prominent
leaders have been booked for
their alleged acts of omission and
commission, and the amend-
ments to the Political Parties Act
barring individuals convicted on
charges of corruption from hold-
ing party posts. The legislation, in
effect, dethrones the two former
Prime Ministers, Mr. Nawaz Sha-
rif and Ms. Benazir. Bhutto, as
leaders of their parties.




f Paklstam democra-

cy, I do not despair. 1

stopped grieving for

it a long time ago,
having realised through person-
al observation that as a nation,
we have no genius for the thing.
The virtue of consultation and a
tolerance for the vagaries of
human nature, the two essential
pre-requisites for democracy,
we quite simply lack. We are a
nation of individual fanatics,
each of whom wants to convert
everyone else, at the point of the
gun or the bayonet if it comes to
that, to his point of view. This
evangelical strain sits ill with
democracy.

What I despair about is Pak-
istani .dictatorship. With our
long and repeated experience of
this phenomenon, we should
have succeeded in producing a
workable dictatorial model. But
we have done nothing of the
sort. Each dictatorship begins
from scratch. Reinventing the
wheel is a metaphor or ather
cliché that has been worked to
death, since the latest military
takeover. But it describes our
predicament best. Pakistani
would-be redeemers do not
begin from where the last one
left off. They begin from the
beginning, which is not only a
waste of time but also produces
boredom. How many times can
you watch the same perfor-
mance, the same bumbling steps
and the same promises to usher
in a golden age?

Authoritarianism can be effi-
cient. It can also be corrupt and
enervating. After all, who fires
its engines? Military and civil
bureaucrats plus a sprinkling of
civilian collaborators out hunt-
ing for jobs. As simple as that. If
the quality of this intake is
good, the results will be good. If
not, God help you. How do we
fare in this regard? Whether ear-
lier' times produced a better
class of mandarins (the myths in
this respect being very potent) I
cannot say. But what I have
seen with my own eyes, from
the Zia era till now, leaves a
dispiriting impression behind:
higher bureaucrats who in any
clime would be considered as
astounding specimens of human
incompetence. The official
obsessed with rank, protocol
and a sense of his own impor-
tance is an enduring literary
type. But the asses we manage
to produce, would take the prize
anywhere.

As if civil service asses were
not bad enough, military offi-
cers who should be proud of
their uniférm and the profession
of arms want nothing as badly in
a military government as to win
a civil service posting. It should
therefore surprise no one if a
veritable horde of officers have
seized supposedly cushy civil-
ian jobs since the Musharraf
takeover. Obviously, the dictum
that all politics is about jobs
remaings true whether democrats
or dictators are running the
show (or the pantomime) in
Islamabad.

What is also true is that Pak-
istan’s governing class is knit
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“As if civil service asses were not bad enough, military officers who should be proud of their uni-

Sorm and the profession o

arms want nothing as badly in a military government as to win a civil

service posting. It should therefore surprise no one if a veritable horde of officers have seized sup-
posedly cushy civilian jobs since the Musharraf takeover. Obviously, the dictum that all politics is
about jobs remains true whether democrats ov dictators are running the show (or the pantomime)

in Islamabad’

closely together by a sense of
shared values: plots, houses,
land in Bahawalpur and a for-
eign education for loved ones,
with nothing remotely
approaching culture leavening
this mass. This is one side of the
picture. The other side is pro-
vided by the blurring of any dis-
tinction that might have existed

What I despair about
is Pakistani dictatorship.
With our long and
repeated experience of
this phenomenon, we
should have succeeded
in producing a workable
dictatorial model. But
we have done nothing
of the sort. Each
dictatorship begins from
scratch. Reinventing the
wheel is a metaphor or
rather a cliché that has
been worked to death
since the latest military
takeover. But it
describes our
predicament best.
Pakistani would-be
redeemers do not begin
from where the last one
left off. They begin from
the beginning, which is
not only a waste of time
but also produces
boredom

between public service and pri-
vate gain. In fact, public office
has come to be taken ds the
surest way of getting rich. That
is why till very recently bright
lads wanted to get into the civil
service, police and customs
because these jobs brought
perks -and privileges and the
prospect of future gain.

here is nothing wrong

with wanting to get rich.

Did not Comrade Deng

say “to be rich is glorious™? The
problem is different. Wherever
the spirit of enterprise flourish-
es, a different sort of individual
pursues the paths of wealth and
-an altogether different sort goes
in for public service. H.L.
Mencken (perhaps the only
journalist who will ever sup
with the gods) says this of the
early American Republic, “*Set-
ling aside religion. (politics)
was literally the only concern of
people. All men of ability and
ambition turned to it for self-
expression.” In the [8th and
early 19th centuries, politics
drew “the best literary talent
into its service — Franklin, Jef-
ferson and Lincoln may well
stand as examples...” A far cry
from Pakistan where, excep-
tions apart, third-raters enter
politics proper while the more
talented enter the administration
(which is also a form of politics)
not for any fantasy about self-
expression but simply to get up
the ladder of self-advancement.
How do we draw a line in the
sand? How do we get the
national renewal for which the
patriotic classes in their cups
pine so much? It will be hard
getting this revolution from the
standard-bearers of the govern-

ing morality which is the true
ideology of Pakistan.

And what about the people,
whose poverty and helplessness
every incoming government,
with sonorous if repetitive plati-
tudes, promises to alleviate and
indedd in whose name the skull-
duggery of the Republic is car-
ried on? To say that the people

To say that the people
are lost, miserable or
despondent, some of the
favourite adjectives
which leader-writers and
columnists deploy when
the breast-beating mood
overtakes them, would
be wrong. The drawing
room gliterati have only
to emerge from their
shells to see that in the
real Pakistan, alongside
the pain and squalor,
there is also a great deal
of purpose and bustling
energy. But vile
contradiction! It is also
true that the people are
not fully in control of
their lives. The state
does not provide for
them. It only makes life
more difficult for them
— just as under the
Sikhs, or the worst
Muslim rulers

stan’s dlctatonal dlsa%ay

st miserable or despon-
dent some of the favourite
adjectives'{' which leader-writers
and columnists deploy when the
breast-beaing mood overtakes
them, would be wrong. The
drawing room gliterati have
only to emerge from their shells
to see that in the real Pakistan,
alongside the pain and squalor,
there is also a great deal of pur-
pose and bustling energy. But,
vile contradiction! It is also true
that the people are not fully in
control of their lives. The state
does not provide for them. It
only makes life more difficult
for them — just as under the
Sikhs, or the worst Muslim
rulers. The state has abdicated
its true functions, and provides
neither quality education nor
quality health care. Nor indeed
equal opportunity or justice of
any kind. But it continues to
oppress and thwart the people in
every aspect of their lives. Just
look at the police, an extortion
agency; the district administra-
tion, all pomp and show and no
purpose; the so-called nation-
building departments, hives of
corruption: “It is a fine soup we
are in: thé country in hock to the

-IMF and other external credi-

tors, the people kicked around at
every turn by the state. If the
people of Pakistan are stiil
cheerful, as indeed they are,
{newspaper prophets of doom
notwithstanding), their
resilience and patience deserve
to be applauded.

hat about the larger
picture? The generals
are in control and

doing what anyone else in their
place would do: strengthening
and perpetuating their hold on
the levers of power. The
three-year time frame for the
conceiving of that mythic ani-
mal called ‘‘real democracy’’ is
somewhat like the thought
about which Ghalib said that it
was good to beguile the heart.
Do military saviours surrender
their batons or robes of office
just like that? It has never hap-
pened before in Pakistan, but
the nation, even as it tries to
adjust itself to over-priced sugar
and a worsening economic situ-
ation, is being told to suspend
disbelief and await the unfold-
ing of this miracle at the hands
of this military government.
Meanwhile, there is the devo-
lution plan which promises to
empower the grass roots. A long

‘night (or day) of the generals at

the top and devolution below
may seem a contradiction in
terms but then this is the only
show on offer: take it or, if you
nurse political ambitions, be
prepared to be sidelined when
this process gets going. Mean-
while there is also the reported
reshuffle under way in the
army’s higher echelons. Much
ink is likely to be spilt about the
likely implications. But never
mind. When the rest of thé
national picture remains the
same, what does it matter
whether a particular general
goes here or there?

By arrangement with Dawn



Benazir Bhutto elected

o Aparty chief for life

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 11 A convention of the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) in Lahore has elected the for-
mer Prime Minister and PPP leader, Ms. Benazir
Bhutto, as the life chairperson of the party.

l The convention in the capital of Punjab held on
Monday was hailed as the largest gathering of party
| workers since the military take-over in October last
1 year. The city of Lahore also witnessed the largest
| gathering of political parties after the “*October Rev-
olution” on August 6 when an all-party meeting
brought together leaders of all hues on one platform
| against the military rule.
1

The gathering of PPP workers at Lahore is signif-
icant for a number of reasons. It demonstrated the
total control of Ms. Bhutto, referred to as the Daugh-

i ter of the East, on her party despite her prolonged
absence from the Pakistan political scene.

i Recently there was some talk about the return of Ms.

. Bhutto but there was no mention of the subject at
the convention. None of the speakers even deemed
it necessary to talk about it. If reports are to be be-
lieved it was said senior leaders armed with cellular
phones could be seen relaying the details of the con-
vention to their leader in London.

The convention also signaled the defiance of the
Musharraf regime and conveyed in categorical

1

terms the rejection of efforts to “elilninate” Ms.
Bhutto from the political chessboard Yof Pakistan.
The election of Ms. Bhutto as the lifdtime chair-
person amounted to the rejection of the kecent ordi-
nance promulgated by the military Government
barring convicted persons from holding party posts.

Ms. Bhutto chose to leave Pakistan after a court
convicted her along with her husband in a corrup-
tion case and disqualified her from being a member
of the National Assembly. An appeal against the
court verdict is pending in the Supreme Court and
the apex court is due to take up the case in the next
few days.

Reports from Lahore suggest that enthusjastic
workers of the PPP shouted slogans not only hailing
Ms. Bhutto as the only hope for Pakistan but also
actually declared her “‘elected for the third time” as
the Prime Minister of the country. The estimated
crowd of nearly 10,000 party workers shouted slo-
gans against the military Government and warned of
dire consequences if their leader was not allowed to
participate in the political process.

The PPP workers adopted what has been termed
as the “'Lahore Declaration” that begins and ends
with the party leader. The focal theme of the con-
vention was the conspiracy to “eliminate” Ms. Bhut-
to from party politics. No other issue figured at the
four-hour long convention.
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o amarket blast

killed in Islamabad

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, Sept.é{). — At
least 19 people were kiled and
nearly 70 injured in a powerful
bomb explosion in a busy mar-
ket here this morning. The
blast occurred in the congested
and over-crowded fruit section
of the market where crates of
grapes, imported from
Afghanistan were being
unloaded from a truck.
According to available infor-
mation, a truck loaded with
crates of grapes reached the
market in the morning. The
bomb was hidden in one of the
crates and went off when a
labourer dragged the crate.
Army and police have cor-
doned off the area. The driver
of the truck was arrested
immediately and is being inter-
rogated. The injured were
rushed to the hospitals both in
Islamabad and Rawalpindi.

| Benazir charge: Ms Benazir

Bhutto today said the military
regime was “miserably failing”
in maintaining law and order
in the country, adds PTL.
Reacting to the bomb explo-

3
% 1

Policemen search for possibie evidence after the blast in an Islamabad market

on Tuesday. Nineteen people were killed in the blast. — AP{PTI

sion, she said in a statement
that the incident demonstrated
that the situation was beyond
control.

Stating that the regime was

becoming increasingly isolated
both within and outside the
country, she demanded they
returned to barracks without
delay.

S TP B
rﬂ‘-gl-ihvhu -t

&



1/§ak urges

Bangla not to
revive 197 1

‘) el 7
d, Sept. 25 (Reuters)
Pak1s n'said today it had written

to Bangladesh asking it not tore-
vive me¢mories of their bitter 1971
war, which have resurfaced re-
cently to strain relations between
the countries.

Foreign minister Abdul Sattar
told a news conference
‘Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina seemed to be ignor-
ing the views of her late father and
the coyntry’s founder Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rehman by talking about the
war that led to the creation of
Bangladesh from former East
Pakistan.

There have been demands in
Pakistan and Bangladesh that Is-
lamabad publish a report by a
Pakistani judicial commission in
the 1970s about the war.

Usually friendly ties between
the two nations took a U-turn at
the UN Millennium summit this
month when Hasina condemned
military coups and Pakistani mili-
tary ruler Gen. Pervez Musharraf
cancelled a scheduled meeting
with her. “We were saddened by
some of the remarks made by the
prime minister of Bangladegh in
the course of her statement in the
Security Council,” Sattar said.

“Let me say that we also sent
another communication to the
government of Bangladesh ex-
pressing the view that the events
of 1971 were traumatic enough
even without exaggeration and
one-sided interpretations,” he
said about Bangladesh charges

that the generals were guilty. /
1S / /
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LONDON 25 SEPTEMBER /|
HE NEW coming together of
regional leaders within
Pakistan can present the
“final solution” to the Kashmir

4 issue in a federal set-up involving

more autonomy to the country’s
four provinces, according to
senior leaders associated w1th the

political grouping.

A critical element o &”
demands made by the P
Oppressed Nations Movelnent
(PONM) was spelt out at a megting
of the leaders of Mohajir, Sindhi,
Baluch and Pashtun leaders in
London last week. The leaders
passed a resolution that said: “All
the provinces shall have total
autonomy and all the present
functions of the federation with
the exception of defence, foreign
affairs and currency shall be
transferred to the provinces.”

A senior leader associated
with the new grouping said: “We
sée this as the final solution also to
the Kashmir problem.” The lead-
er, who did not wish to be named
“as yet”, said the resolutions
passed also sought a similar deal
for people living within Pakistan-
administered Kashmir. The
Kashmir dispute has dogged rela-
tions between India and Pakistan
for the past 53 years.

One of the senior leaders from
Pakistan pointed out that within
the kind of Pakistan that the non-
Punjab provinces are seeking “it
will make no sense to demand the
accession of Kashmir to Pakistan
on the basis of Islam.” He said that

. PONM leaders wanted similar
 rights for Kashmiris and an end to

“oppression” within Kashmir.

The leader said the joint reso-
lutions have spoken of “smaller
nations” within the larger nation.
The Indian Constitution, he said,
already provides for most of what
the smaller provinces of Pakistan
are now demanding.

The new demands in Pakistan
for issues that Kashmir already
has can radically alter the situa-

satrapssee

-

final solutionfor J&K

How GRIM 1S MY VALLEY; Members of the European Commission delegation, headed by Michel
Cailloues, talk to the chairman of All Parties Hurriyat Conference Abdul Gani Bhat
{second from right) in Srinagar on Monday, — AP

tion in the subcontinent. Changes
within Pakistan along the lines
sought by the PONM leaders could

end the extremist campaign in
place and also whittle down sepa-
ratist demands within Kashmir,

~New Delhi
M 7 25 SEPTEMBER
OFFICIALS FROMI'India and the United States will meet here on
Tuesday for the third meeting of the joint working group (JWG) on
counter-terrorism. The US side for the two-day talks is led by Michael
Sheehan, head of the counter-terrorism inter-agency task force, while
the Indian delegation will be led by Alok Prasad, joint secretary
{(Americas) in the external affairs ministry.

The decision to set up the JWG was taken during Indo-US talks
held in London earlier this year on non-proliferation and other issues
between external affairs minister Jaswant Singh and US deputy secre-
tary of state Strobe Talbott. Sharing concern over the international
menace which was assuming disturbing dimensions, the two countries
decided to discuss steps to jointly combat it. Mr Sheehan will call on
foreign secretary Lalit Mansingh, home secretary Kamal Pandey and
others during his stay here. — PTI

Indo-U§/meeI/ on terrorism

The Econcinic Time

25 §ep ®

the senior Pakistani leader said.

The PONM leaders are
demanding amendments to
Pakistan's Constitution, insisting
that greater autonomy should be
given to the country's four
provinces. Their resolution |
warned the Pakistani military
establishment that if they did
not change the Constitution, it
will result in the break-up of
Pakistan.

The resolution said: “If the
existing Pakistan breaks up, it
will not be the doing of the
smaller provinces but of the
Punjabi Army, the civil bureau-
cracy and the intelligence agen-
cies.” The PONM leaders made
it clear that the answer to the
present political problems lay in
the grant of regional autonomy
rather than in Islamic unity.

—IANS



An PML lies
hope for qf:\%

 Q \ By Jal Taraporevala
UMBAL Although the reaffir-

committee of the
| Pakistan Muslim

ort to the leader-
hip of Nawaz
harif comes as
welcome relief for
the former prime
minister, he has few grounds for
complacency. In the uphill legal
battle which Mr Sharif faces with
the military regime, it is crucial that
he retains a firm grip over the PML
since it is potentially the most effec-
tive medium he has of mobilising
the masses.

However, although the party has

expressed support for Mr Sharif, it
has done little to

aril’st
t [ ]
like Ijaz ul-Hagq, who are increas-
ingly looking to effect a change in
the leadership.

The inability and unwillingness
of Mr Sharif’s critics to launch a
stronger challenge to his leadership
should be interpreted in terms of a
correlation of factors. For one, Mr
Sharif has been helped by the fact
that his potential rivals are them-
selves divided on who should lead
the PML and the precise direction
in which to take the party. For an-
other, they do not yet have the
numbers necessary to move decy
sively against the former pri
minister.

Besides, a number of those j# the
PML who have misgivings about
Mr Sharif seem to have calculated
that at a time when political activity
in the streethas been proscribed in
the country, it would be tactically
wise to play a waiting game and sec

enlist public opin- P NEWS ANALYSIS ﬁ how events unfold

before taking a fi-

ion as actively as

possible. This is partly a reflection
of the tough restrictions enforced
by the military government on po-
Jitical activity and partly an indica-
tion of the lack of enthusiasm of
most Pakistanis about Mr Sharif’s
record in office.

But it also underscores the seri-
ous misgivings among a significant
section in the PML about the au-
thoritarian style of functioning of
Mr Sharif and the mounting allega-
tions of corruption and nepotism
against him. The fact that the for-
mer prime minister’s wife, Kulsoom
Nawaz, and brother, Shahbaz
Sharif, have had their own sharp
differences about the direction in
which to take the party tells its own
tale—not to mention the views of
| those heavyweights in the PML,

nal decision. Any decision which
they take either to stick with Mr
Sharif or make a determined bid to
effect a change in the leadership of
the PML will ultimately hinge on
whether they perceive him to be a
political asset for the party or a lia-
bility.

Among the factors which they
will no doubt take into account are
the state of public opinion, the gen-
eral perception of the legal pro-
ceedings against Mr Sharif, the
scale of the problems on the eco-
nomic front, the constitutional lim-
its placed on political activity and
the extent of external pressure on
the military regime to effect greater
changes. So far at least, the future
does not look bright for the former
prime minister,
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/M/harraf ’S devolun(?%lkpl‘an/re“]e\cted .

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, Aug. 7. — De-
manding a time-frame for gen-
eral elections, an alliance of
over 30 Pakistani political par-
ties have rejected the military
government’s power devolution
plan warning against any am-
endments in the constitution.

“The proposed power devolu-
tion plan is neither workable
nor practically possible. The
holding of elections on non-
party basis is against funda-
mental rights,” the All Parties’
Conference said in a statement
In Lahore yesterday.

The APC, called to discuss
restoration of political activi-

ties in the country, said
restructuring of the local gov-
ernment system should be left
to the discretion of the chosen
representatives of the people of
Pakistan.

The APC has been convened
by a 15-party alliance led by
the former Prime Minister, Mrs
Benazir Bhutto’s Pakistan
People’s Party. Qusted Prime
Minister, Mr Nawaz Sharif’s
Pakistan Muslim League is
also participating.

The APC has brought togeth-
er Islamic clerics and secular-
ists, regional nationalists and
centrists along with the main-
stream parties on a single plat-
form for restoration of democ-

racy

The feeting, the first since
Gen Musharraf came to power,
is being held ahead of the mili-
tary regime’s plan to unveil
what it calls a “devolution of
power plan to set up elected
local councils by mid-2001”,

On the accountability process,
the conference said it should be
absolutely free, fair and trans-
parent. “The present account-
ability laws are draconian,” it
said.

Calling for restoration of
political activities, the APC
said: “The military rule, by cut-
ting off political activities, is
giving rise to local and regional
prejudices which are harmful

to the federation.” '

Opposing any change in the
country’s constitution, the ARPC
said such a move would endan-
ger the existence of the federa- |
tion of Pakistan.

Referring to the foreign poli-
cy, the APC said the military
government had brought the
image of Pakistan to the its
lowest ebb and under lined the
need to install a representative
government to restore the
country’s prestige.

Junta rejects APC demand:l

Eoan—tanro)

In a rejoinder to the charges
made by the APC, Pakigtan’s
military regime has re;%cﬂéd :
the call for immediate elections '

in the country. / en




{ By B. Muralidhar Reddy ) ,\&

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 16. A majority of the political
parties in Pakistan have rejected the devolu-
tion plan and the scheme of partyless elec-
tions to local bodies announced by the Chief

+Executive, General Pervez Musharraf, in a spe-

. cial address to the nation on August 14 coinci-

|

ding with Independence Day.

The partyless elections are scheduled to be-
gin in December and likely to be completed in
August next year. The election is supposed to
the first step towards restoration of “democra-
cy’’. The Supreme Court of Pakistan had fixed
October, 2002 as the deadline for the military
Government to hand over power to civilian
institutions.

The political parties termed the scheme
“old wine in a new bottle” and linked it to the
“‘basic democracy”’ propounded by the mil-
itary regime under Gen. Ayub Khan in the
1960s. It was unworkable and would only help
perpetuate the feudal order in society, they
felt.

Meet to evolve strategy

The Grand Democratic Alliance, an umbrel-
la of political parties that came together to
oppose the Nawaz Sharif Government months
before the coup, is scheduled to meet on Au-

J‘,gust 23 to discuss the devolution plan and

chalk out future course of action to force the
Government to concentrate on finalising a
schedule for early elections and restoration of

Pak. devolution plan ‘unworkable’

a civilian government. However, the Mushar-
raf Government can draw consolation from
favourable comments in the newspapers. Edi-
torials in most of the leading papers have been
appreciative of the features of the plan saying
the politicians had none but themselves to
blame for the present state of affairs. Striking a
note of caution, the newspapers said the
plan’s success depended on its faithful imple-
mentation.

The Pakistan Muslim League and the Pakis-
tan People’s Party, who have ruled Pakistan
for much of the time it has not been under
military rule, came out strongly against the
scheme. They believe Gen. Musharraf could
use the office bearers of the local bodies as an
electoral college for future provincial Assemb-
ly elections.

‘Govt. motives suspect’

In short they suspect the motives of the mil-
itary regime. In their view, the devolution plan
could be a ploy to institutionalise martial rule.
Their worry is compounded by the contempt
shown by Gen. Musharraf towards politicians
and political parties.

‘A person who is genuinely interested in the
political development of a decadent society
and is in search of genuine democracy cannot
support these notions. Building a democratic
society at the grassroots level without involve-
ment of political parties is not possible. That
would further depoliticise the people and shall
strengthen the influence of biradaris and

\

tribes and promote the already
feudal, economic and social mafias i \
The fact that mainstream political farties and
their leaders had proved anti-people and anti-
democratic did not call for elimination of po-
litical parties,” said Mr. Abid Hasan Minto,
president, National Workers Party.

The PPP leader, Mr. Khalid Kharal, said the
new scheme was unclear and unworkable.
Demolition of the prevalent local Government
would prove dangerous for the country and
make difficult the redressal of public problems
and grievances.

The senior vice-president of the Awami Na-
tional Party, Mr. Ehsan Wyne, felt the military
Government should have held party-based
national and provincial Assembly elections
before going ahead with the devolution plan.

In its editorial, the English daily, Dawn,
wondered about the merit of leaving out polit-
ical parties from elections to local bodies. If
this was the first step towards revival of the
political process, what is the logic in leaving
out political parties? “Democracy is incon-
ceivable without political parties whose exist--
ence ensures pluralism and a choice before
the people”.

Maintaining that the new scheme was not
without strong and good points, the paper
said the military government would have to
ensure that the powerful vested interests in
the bureaucracy do not scuttle the grandiose
plan.
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PLETE RESTORATION of democracy
t months, receded as a prime consti-
tutional-political agenda in Pakistan despite the
hopes of some of its citizens who are not afraid to
dream about the big picture. It is in this context
of a certain sense of diplomatic deja v, traceable
to the perceived signs of a gradual emergence of
a ‘stable’ post-coup dispensation in Pakistan at
this juncture, that the latest visit to Islamabad by
the Commonwealth Secretary-General, Mr. Don
- McKinnon, must be evaluated. At the least, his
visit has helped turn the spotlight once again on
a political imperative that the international com-
munity of Governments and civil society cannot
allow Pakistan to settle for a measured dosage of
democracy that might be determined by the pre-
sent military ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, in
course of time. Now, given the historical sign-
posts in contemporary Pakistan and also its en-
during strategic relevance to the continual
interplay of realpolitik and morality in interna-
tional diplomacy, there is a real danger of this
prime South Asian state losing its way some-
where on the road to a total restoration of de-
mocracy. The conventional wisdom in this
regard is that Pakistan can perhaps stumble, by
its own collective but careless volition, mainly
because of the pervasive revulsion among its or-
dinary citizens against corrupt practices which
they tend to see as the compulsive preference of
the civilian politicians as a tribe. At a different
level, it is reckoned that Pakistan’s quest for the
politics of pluralism and the primacy of civilian
authority can be endangered by a possible low-
ering of the pro-democracy vigil by the big pow-
ers for some perceivably compelling geopolitical
or other reasons. The real significance of Mr.
McKinnon’s exploratory talks in Pakistan at this
time is, therefore, quite obvious, although there
are limits to a mere official’'s mandate.

Over four months ago, the Commonwealth’s
chief mandarin had come in for much criticism
from the Pakistan Foreign Office for having ex-
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pressed ‘“dismay”’ over the judicial verdict
against Mr. Nawaz Sharif, on the legal counts of
“terrorism’’ and ‘‘hijacking” which had been ad-
duced in justification of the military putsch by
Gen. Musharraf. What particularly irked the
Musharraf regime was Mr. McKinnon’s reported
act of “arrogating”’ to himself the “sovereign’
rights of the Commonwealth’s member-states by
urging Pakistan’s Chief Executive to “‘grant a full
amnesty” to Mr. Sharif. The fine point made at
the time was that it was the singular prerogative
of the Commonwealth’s member-countries to
comment on the cases if they so desired. Howev-
er, Mr. McKinnon pleaded soon thereafter for Mr.
Sharif’s release from prison. The question now is
whether the Commonwealth functionary’s latest
“demand’” for a definitive route-map for the ple-
nary restoration of a democratic order has fallen
on deaf ears in much the same way as his earlier
plea for clemency for the deposed leader.

Unexceptionable is Mr. McKinnon’s consid-
ered pronouncement, in the light of his latest
talks in Islamabad, that the current suspension of
Pakistan from the Councils of the Common-
wealth will stay in place for the present. At an
interpersonal level, though, Mr. McKinnon has
not found it difficult to give Gen. Musharraf some
benefit of the doubt about the need for time to
put Pakistan back on a democratic course. None-
theless, it is no surprise that the two have not
been able to zero in on a time-frame that could

be acceptable to the Commonwealth. Mr.

McKinnon’s dialogue with Pakistan’s civilian
“leaders”, in the unfolding context of a gradual
polarisation across the Sharif “legacy” as a di-
vide, is unlikely to have made a judgment on
Gen. Musharraf’s rule easier, given also the coun-
try’s familiarity with the military’s primacy in na-
tional affairs. At the other end of the spectrum,
Gen. Musharraf’s plan of seeking the Common-
wealth's intercession for the extradition of Pakis-
tan’s non-resident ‘“corrupt” politicians is
equally a blind game.




Islamic articles
to be incorporate
in constitution, {

says Musharraf,

ISLAMABAD: The army leadef-
ship in Pakistan will incorporage
the. Islamic articles into the prov}-
sional constitutional order (PCO)
and will not let anything impinge
upon the independence of religious
schools in the country, a fundamen-
talist party chief has claimed.

“The chief executive (Gen Per-
vez Musharraf) has assured that he
will incorporate Islamic articles of
the constitution into the PCO, and
carry out investigations against
non-government  organisations
propagating against the religion,”
Fazlur Rehman, the chief of Jamiat
Ulema-E-Islam said.

Gen Musharraf also gave an as-
surance that nothing will be al-
lowed against the independent
functioning of the madrasas, Mr
Rehman said after holding a meet-
ing with the chief executive.

During the two-hour meeting,
they discussed a hosts of issues in-
cluding the government’s policy to-
wards religious institutions, Pak-
Afghan relations, the Osama Bin
Laden issue, the proposed power
devolution plan and ‘anti-Islam’ ac-
tivities of certain NGOs, Mr
Rehman said.

He added that the Osama Bin
Laden issue also figured in the
talks, and “there was unanimity of
opinions that the United States
should hold direct parleys with the
Taliban on this matter.”

Mr Rehman said the chief execu-
tive himself touched upon the issue
of religious schools and said: “He
(Gen Musharraf) exonerated reli-
gious schools of the charges that
any militant training was being im-
parted there.”m)
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/Pak devolution ..,
plan on Aug 14

PAKISTAN’S MILITARY %::r
General Pervez Musharraf will
announce devolution of power
plan on August 14, Local Bodies
and Environment Minister Umer
Asghar Khan said on: Wednesday.
He said the process towards devo-
lution of power would start from
December this year with elections
to local bodies in 18 districts.

PTi, Istamabad
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USHARRAFS OPTIONS

UxgnHke usual problems for the general

ENERAL Musharraf is under no pressure from the

PML(N) and the PPP and if he has begun talking to them,
his compulsions have more to do with Pakistan’s international
position and with the clout demonstrated by the religious
Right in the streets over the recent tax reforms campaign —~
he also has to closely follow what the IMF is telling him. The
religious Right, incidentally, came out beaming from their dis-
cussions with Musharraf to say that all their demands were
met, namely, incorporation of Islamic statutes in the provi-
sional order and protection for their institutions and activities.
All this sounds credible in view of the general’s own pro-

! nouncements and the fact that Kargil and the coup effectively
. annulled whatever psychological progress may have been
. made by the Lahore declaration vis-a-vis the two related ques-

tions of Pakistani identity and Kashmir.

Nawaz Sharif claims that he — and even significant sections
of the armed forces — were kept in the dark about the whole
adventure and that he would never have signed the Lahore
declaration had he known about the operation, is interesting.
The BJP seems to think that Sharif is telling the truth and
confirms what the defence and external affairs ministries
have learned through their own sources. It is clear that the
bunch Musharraf is leading has a fair share of hardliners and
that his own convictions may coincide with their position more
than he lets on; he is not in a position to manage its repercus-
sions on what he wants to do inside Pakistan. On bilateral
relations, Musharraf has developed the usual forked tongue.
He sees the Lahore declaration as a sell-out on Kashmir and
continues to address the issue in terms of jikad. While talking
to the international audience, he talks of strategic restraint.
He is under Right-wing pressure both from within the military
and society at large. How this will modulate his dialogue with
politicians remains to be seen. As far as his domestic agenda
is concerned, he has good reason to think that he can't do
what he thinks is right for the country and allow political
space to the established mainstream parties at the same time.
Besides, he is in a quandary about Nawaz Sharif and Benazir
Bhutto. He can keep one in prison and wait to do the same to
the other as soon as she shows up. That is, if he wants to be
true to his intention of cleaning up the political system and
retain credibility, So what is the dialogue about? We had said
earlier that he will need politicians to mediate with the pedple
and also to avoid overdependence on the religious Right which
is poised to hijack the reformist aspects of his agenda. There is

international pressure too. This dialogue has been forced upon-

Musharraf by circumstances and there may be a good bit of
haggling before we see the emergence of a new political
arrangement in Pakistan,
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ISLAMABAD, July 9. — Nrs
Kulsoom Nawaz, Mr Nawaz
Sharif's wife, today declared to
confrontation the militar
regime till democracy was
restored in Pakistan.

Mrs Nawaz, detained yester-
day to prevent her from leading
a rally from Lahore to
Peshawar, declared “as long as

1 am able to breathe, I shall go |

on making efforts for my coun-
try. 1 shall go on making efforts
against army rule. I will make
the country free of this curse
(of military rule) forever”.

Asked why she tried to lead a
rally when there was a ban on
it, she said she took the action
because she strongly hated
army rule. “We want our coun-
try to progress. We want
democracy in our country.
Someone had to protest.”

Mrs Nawaz drove back to her
home early today after deten-
tion in her car since yesterday.

Meanwhile, other members of
the Sharif family, confined to
their houses in Raiwind and
Model Town, termed the

authorities’ detajning them
“illegal”. M
Mr Sharif's daughter-id-law,

Ms Saira Hussain, criticised
the military regime for “victim-
ising the entire family”.

“They even kept two-and-a-
half-year-old Zakriya Hussain,
six-year-old Mehrunnisa
Safdar and five-year—oh/
Junaid Safdar under protective
custody, along with family
elders... Never in the history of
the country have the kids been
made political prisoners,” she

said.
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Sharif’s
;slamabad, July 7 QG\@ ‘A( ’\ \c

PAKISTANI POLICE today launched a crack-
down on supporters of ousted Premier Nawaz
Sharif's party by arresting scores of them in
Punjab province in an apparent bid to prevent
his wife from leading an anti-government march
tomorrow. Police said they have arrested 165
members of Pakistan Muslim League (PML)
and were acting on the orders of the Punjab
provincial government which has vowed to stop
Sharif's wife, Kulsoom Nawaz, leading the pro-
cession from Lahore to Peshawar.

Leading political parties immediately
expressed shock and outrage over the mass
arrests and claimed 300 workers have been
arrested. Lashing out at the army regime,
Kulsoom condemned the crackdown and vowed
to go ahead with her march. "This step only

betrays the military government's shortsighted-
ness. My carvan is not for political reasons. It is
for the victims of drouglit," Kulsoom told news-

One killed in Pak blast

AT LEAST one person was killed and four
seriously injured when a bomb blast ripped
through a bus in Lahore today, police and wit-
nesses said. The bomb was planted under a
minibus shortly before it was to depart for the
northern city of Gujrat, they said.

Police said four commuters inside the bus
were critically injured while the body of an
unidentified man was found near the vehicle.
No one has claimed the responsibility for the
blast which came hours after the arrest of
scores of supporters of deposed Prime

Minister Nawaz Sharif. PTI, Islamabad
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party members arrested -

men. “For how lorlg they can keep me or Sharif
from the people? My rally is for a noble cause
but they cannot tolerate even a non-political
event,” Kulsoom said.

“The government's reaction shows that the peo-
ple are with us. The government is scared of
Sharif's popularity and is trying to stop me from
collecting donations for the drought-hit people
of Sindh and Baluchistan.”

"Governments cannot be run through police.
What they are doing... will make them unpopu-
lar," said Ghafoor Ahmed, the leader of
Pakistan's main fundamentalist party, Jamaat-i-
Islami (JT). Punjab officials said they wanted to
"convey a very strong message” that political
activity was outlawed. Dozens of PML activists
as well as provincial leaders were seen crammed
into police lockups around the city while others
had gone into hiding, witnesses said. (PTI)



y K. K. Katyal

The Pakls an Chief Executive, General Per-
vez Musharrhf's meetings with political lead-
ers early this week generated, as 1 found
during a receht visit, considerable excitement
at practically all levels — in the Press, among
intellectuals, the lay public and, last but not
the least, the politicians of all hues and shades.
For several reasons. One, it was the first con-
tact between the military ruler and represen-
tatives of the political establishment after the
dismissal of the democratic government in
October last year. Two, those called for sep-
arate one-to-one talks included the leaders of
the Nawaz Sharif party, the Muslim League.
Three, all of them responded positively to the
invitations, while the deposed Prime Minis-

| ter's wife, Mrs. Kulsoom Nawaz, lost no time

in making known her displeasure — and that
of her husband — over the engagement of
their party leaders with the present regime.

There was widespread speculation over the
rationale of the General’s action. Was it a pre-

- 1wcursor of a serious move to partially hand over

. power to a civilian dispensation? Or was a ci-

vilian facade intended to be created, with real
authority continuing to reside in the army?
Was it meant for the consumption of the ma-
jor powers, like the U.S. and the European
Union, which spare no opportunity to de-
nounce the demise of democracy in Pakistan?
Whatever else may be the meaning of the Gen-
eral’s move, it was amply clear that he wanted
the former top persons of the two mainstream
parties, Mr. Nawaz Sharif of the Muslim
League and Ms. Benazir Bhutto of the Pakistan
People’s Party, along with their loyalists ren-
dered ineffective. One way of achieving this
objective — without the army parting with
power — could be to set up a council of elders,
comprising senior “clean’” politicians, for a
role, which may be little more than a merely
advisory one. He could, thus, hope to coopt
the politicians, of course with significant ex-
ceptions. Opinions differ on whether he would
succeed in the long run, even if he is able to
1y the day in the immediate context.

The real test will be whether the army re-
gime is able to make a serious dent in the mass
following of the two major parties and of Mr.
Nawaz Sharif and Ms. Benazir Bhutto. The
supporters of the two leaders are confident
that their bases would remain intact, and if at
all there was an erosion, it would be too in-
significant. This was how some of them ex-
pounded the argument in the course of
informal conversations. “This is not the first
situation of this type. More than once in the
past, Pakistan had been under the control of
the army rulers who had toyed with the idea of
reconstructing the political establishment.

. Their plans seemed to work temporarily — but

finally the military rule gave place to a demo-
cratic set-up. The present case would not be
an exception.” If democracy had taken roots,
why were there no protests over the takeover
by the army? The reply: “The street power is
different from the vote power. That was evi-
dent in the past and it will not be any different
now.”’ To substantiate the point, they cited the

PAKISTAN TODAY — |

case of the Jamat-e-Islami, which was able to
attract public attention through rallies and ag-
itations but had seldom made a mark electo-
rally. The Nawaz Sharif loyalists were
confident that their leader would retain the
“public focus”, even if a section of his associ-
ates deserted him. These claims of mass sup-
port contrasted sharply with the views from
the other side of the fence — including from
some of the former loyalists of the ousted
Prime Minister and a section of intellectuals
whom he had alienated. They were articulate
and were able to put across their views
through the print media. Against this, the
backing of the masses, claimed by the Nawaz
Sharif camp, could be known only when free,
credible elections are held.

The choice of the Muslim League leaders,
invited by Gen. Musharraf, served to empha-
sise the cleavage that had developed, slowly
but surely, in the Muslim League camp. One of
the two invitees was Mian Azhar, a confirmed

- ¥

Fyge.

dissident, known for his outspoken criticism
of Mr. Sharif even before his ouster, and the
other Raja Zafar-ul-Hagq, regarded a confidant
of the former Prime Minister. By calling them
on the same day, he succeeded in clubbing the
two together and bringing to the fore an iden-
tity in the thinking of the old critics and erst-
while backers of Mr. Sharif. These meetings
were following by the emergence of a *‘group
of 38" within the Muslim League which, for
the first time after the army takeover, gave a
concrete shape of its agenda. Among other
things, it opposed the remote-control of the
party by Mr. Sharif through his wife and called
for choosing a new head of the party and other
office-bearers. To ensure against “autocratic’’
functioning, the group suggested changes in
the party constitution, like introduction of the
one-person one-post norm — forbidding any
one leader from holding the post of the party
president and the Prime Minister — and fixing
a limit of two terms for the holders of these
positions. If applied in the present case, it
would mean the ouster of Mr. Nawaz Sharif
from the party position and ensure against his
return to power in the future. The military
leaders will have good reasons to be happy
with this development, fitting as it does into
their agenda. The League dissidents opposed
confrontation with the present regime, even
while calling for restoration of Central and
provincial assemblies.

As against the Muslim Léague, the PPP did
not show any cracks under the impact of the
General’s invitation. While the League invitees
did not care to consult Mr. Sharif, the PPP
representatives, Mr. Amin Fahim, responded
to the Chief Executive's call after getting Ms.
Bhutto’s clearance. That, however, will not
make any difference to the objective of the
regime’s move — to sideline the old leader-
ship of the two parties. The “‘political process”
initiated by Gen. Musharraf is to be seen in
this light. To what extent the ‘‘clean politic-
ians” are trusted and get an opportunity for
substantive, meaningful association with the
military regime is to be seen.

(To be continued,).

—@"

i ‘,,v



KULSOOM FREED AFTER PAK STANDOFF

Lahore, July 9: The wife of
deposed Pakistani Prime Minis- !
ter Nawaz Sharif returned home
early on Sunday after a 10-hour
standoff which started when
police lifted her car with a crane
and dragged it away with her
still in it, witnesses said,
They said the police also broke
up 2 meeting of supporters from
Mr Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim
League in Rawalpindi, near the
capital Islamabad, detaining
about 30 people,
Mr Sharif’s wife, Kuisoom
Nawaz, returned home shortiy
after midnight, ending the
standoff and her attempt to
stage a rally banned by Pak-
istan’s military rulers.
Ms Nawaz had vowed to lead a
motorised procession some 500
km over two days from Lahore
to the northwestern town of
Peshawar.
Officials of Sharif’s Pakistan
Muslim League said the rally
was being beld to collect funds
for drought victims. Political
sources said it was a bid to
drum up public support for the
jailed ex-premier.
Local media said about 50 peo-
ple were detained in a crack-
down on Saturday as police sur-
rounded Sharif’s Lahore home
and stopped people from enter-
ing and leaving the area.
1t was not known how the car
carrving Ms Nawaz managed to
elude the police barricades.
it was stopped about 15 km
away, and police then used a
huge overhead crane to lift the
front wheels and drag it into a
police compound. Ms Nawaz
and three others then refused to
leave the car or open the doors
for 10 hours, before finally going
home. Mr Sharif’s daughter said
her mothier was tired but not
hurt after the standoff.
“She’s a bit tired from all that
time in the car,” Maryam Saf-
dar told Reuters on Sunday.
Ms Nawaz has promised to set
another date for the rally, but
nothing had been fixed yet, the
daughter said. Ms Safdar said
the family home on Sunday was
again completely surrounded by
police. A spokesman for the 3 Coe .
Punjab government told the NS RS S |
official APP news agency that
Ms Nawaz was stopped “when
she was trying to take out a pro-
cession. (Reuters)




Police ends house Gt
arrest of KulsoomK ‘“’\

LAHORE After being confined to
, her home for
| three days by the
| police, the wife of
ousted  prime
minister Nawaz
Sharif was on
Tuesday freed,
her press secre-
tary Asmat Baig
. said.
Kulsoom Sharif Ms Kulsoom
Sharif, who staged a nine-hour
standoff with the police on Satur-
day in an attempt to launch an anti-
government march, had been con-
fined to her home since then.

There was no immediate com-
ment from the authorities,

A woman who seldom was seen
in public while her husband was in
power, Ms Kulsoom was catapulted
into the public eye after Mr Sharif’s
ouster in a bloodless coup last Oc-
tober 12.

_.Mr Sharif has been in jail since

the coup. He rvmg
two concurrent life sentences hav-
ing been convicted of terrorism and
kidnapping.

The former prime minister al
faces several charges of oorruptxon

Mr Sharif was thrown out after ;
trying to replace army chief Gen
Pervez Musharraf with a junior
general and an ally of his govern-
ment. At the time the army accused
Mr Sharif of ruining the economy,
engaging in runaway corruption
and threatening institutions like the
judiciary and the military.

Gen Musharraf has promised to
return Pakistan to democratic rule -
in three years in keeping with a rul-
ing from the supreme court.

According to Mr Beg, Ms Kul-
soom left her home in the Punjab .
provincial capital early on ’Ihesday
to visit her husband in the 16th | ,
century Attock fort where his trial |
on corruption charges is bemg |
held. ey
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~w Contradictions galore

By K. K. Katyal \ %artition — for another look at

What stand out in today’s Pa
kistan are contradictions — i
and about the ruling set-up, civil
society and the political establish-
ment. Visitors from India, in par-
ticular, become aware of this
phenomenon because their rela-
tionship with Pakistanis is itself a
bundle of anomalies.

Take, for instance, our experi-
ence in Lahore on the last day of
the week-long stay in the country
— at a shop, displaying audio-
cassettes of prominent singers.
We want something special, we
say, announcing our Indian ori-
gin. We are shown a giant show-
case with rows and rows of Lata
Mangeshkar and Rafi cassettes.
Only later is the best from Pakis-
tan presented. The shop assistant
is disappointed — we declined his
offer of the best from India. Jt was
a different story on the day of ar-
rival — the shricking newspaper
headlines spoke of acute resent-
ment over the Government move
to expand trade with New Delhij
and, to that end, to treat India as
the “most favoured nation”. This
is a technical description under
international trading norms, but
Pakistanis were shocked (if the
statements of politicians were to
be believed). The headlines in Ur-
du appeared more disturbing to
them — if translated into English,
it would mean “the highly like-
able country” — enough to take
the blood of India-baiters to the
boiling point. Within 24 hours the
official who announced the policy
decision backtracked, explaining
sheepishly that he had been quot-
ed out of context.

We decide to have a “pad ya-
tra” (on taxi) of Lahore, the city
that was familiar to us before the

the landmarks. The driver — this
tribe is the traditional friend of
visiting journalists anywhere in
the world — explains with relish
the changes (where things are dif-
ferent now) or emphasises the
continuity (where things are the
same). It is still “‘Krishan Nagar”
and “Sham Nagar”’, he says. Then
he turns round and inquires:
“Why do not more Indians come
here and Pakistanis go to India?”’
He has a good political awareness
— “Yes, it is Kashmir, 1 know.
Why do not we settle it some way
or the other. Let it be sorted out
through ‘takseem’ (division).”
The sentiments of friendship and
amity find free expression else-

PAKISTAN TODAY - IV

where too — shopkeeper Anarkali
or the wayside vendor at Neela
Gumbad in Lahore or the money-
changer in the Blue Area of Isla-
mabad, the shopkeeper at the
jinnah Market and so on. A far cry
from the tenor of the headlines
the preceding six days.

Earlier, in Islamabad, the two-
day South Asia Media Conference
revealed a sharply contrasting
pattern — the conference proper,
on the one hand, and the session
at the end addressed by the Chief
Executive, General Pervez Mush-
arraf, a virtual press conference,
on the other. Let the story be told
in the words of The News: “The
conference proceeded smoothly,
with handshakes, pats, laughter
and a broad respect for each oth-
er's viewpoints even when dis-
agreements were too entrenched
to resolve... But the press confer-
ence was a different ball game.

The questions put to Gen. Mush-
arraf captured the tense ambi-
ence.”

The daily deals with the contra-
diction constructively : ‘At one
end of the regional spectrum are
extremely complex problems
grounded in hardened positions,
at the other end lie immense pos-
sibilities of finding efficacious so-
lutions... It would be ideal if the
spirit of sacrifice, self-restraint
and openness that characterised
the conference proceedings as
well as group gatherings on the
recreational sidelines become the
ruling political idea for the gov-
ernments of South Asia.”

Pakistan has been under the
military rule since October last
when the Nawaz Sharif govern-
ment was dismissed. The Chief
Executive is assisted by a Cabinet,
picked by him. The central and
provincial assemblies have been
dissolved. The judges of the Su-
preme Court and high courts had
to take a new oath after the
change. Political activity s
banned. The army calls the shots.
But there are no restrictions on
the press which, at times, carries
stuff sharply critical of the regime.
At non- public places — clubs,
hotels and private houses — poli-
ticlans meet and engage in dis-
cussions on all manner of
subjects.

We were called (through formal
invitation cards) to meet the for-
mer Foreign Minister, Mr. Sartaj
Aziz, and the Speaker of the dis-
solved Assembly, Mr. Somroo, at
the Islamabad Club. After the
meal, we were briefed on the pre-
sent political situation and then
followed a brief question-answer
session. The questions were not
parried. Except in one case. Mr.
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Aziz was asked how far the back-
channel diplomacy had proceed-
ed after the Vajpayee bus journey.
“It would cease to be back-chan-
nel, if the question is replied to,”
he snapped. Mr. ltzaz Ahsan, who
was the Interior Minister in the
Benazir Cabinet, played host to a
large gathering of politicians, dip-
lomats and, of course, to us, Indi-
an journalists. Though a social
gathering, politics and diplomacy
were among the subjects freely
discussed. I recall my experience
during the Zia rule when I went to
Mr. Ahsan’s Lahore residence. He
was then in the Opposition and [
was advised to be discreet in con-
tacts with that category of politic-
ians. 1 changed the taxi thrice to
cover less than two kilometres
from my hotel to his house.

Pakistan could boast of a
strong, vibrant movement of
women activists. Enlightened in
their outlook, they have *distin-
guished themselves for powerful
advocacy of their rights. Pakistan
also has the most bigoted clergy,
the most orthodox mullahs who
seek to invoke narrowly-inter-
preted injunctions in support of
gender discrimination and other
such practices. The women pro-
ject two images — in cities and
towns, they are modern in their
outlook, appearance and dress: in
villages and the interior of towns,
they wear “burgah”, the long,
tent-like wrapper covering the
entire body.

Last but not the least, the im-
age-builders of the Chief Execu-
tive project him as a liberal with a
modern lifestyle. And vyet the
bearded Generals are not an in-
significant force. Contradictions
galore.,

" (Concluded)
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Pak. not to Sig
CTBT without
yiconsensus

\/\D By Amit Baruah' ?

ISLAMABAD, JULY 1. The Palistani
Chief Executive, Gen. Rervez
Musharraf, said today tha} Isla-
mabad would not sign the|Com-
prehensive Test Ban 'Treaty
(CTBT) unilaterally and without
obtaining a national consensus.

The Chief Executive was quoted
as saying at Uthal near Karach:
that Pakistan would develop a na-

. tional consensus before signing

the treaty.

“Whether India signs it (the
CTBT) or not we will take a deci-
sion according to our national re-

’ quirements,” he said.

Gen. Musharraf also said thai
Pakistan was planning to buy F-7
MG jets from China. “Our airforce
needs more planes and we are
certainly dealing with China t
purchase them,” he added.

THE HINDU



@ Govt says
‘no’ to Shanf’s
trial in Lahore

Mubashir Zaldi R

Islamabad, July 1 q,l 3 \’

THE GOVERNMENT has |said
'no' to holding of trial of ougted
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in his
political base Lahore claiming that
no fair trial is possible at Lahore as
it would create law and order situ-
ation.

This was stated by prosecutor
general National Accountability
Bureau, Farooq Adam. He told a
Lahore High Court bench, on the
notice issued to the Government
by the court on the petition of
Sharif urging the court to shift his
trial to Lahore from the 16th cen-
tury Attock Fort where he is cur-
rently tried for cases of corruption.

MFN status: The military
Government, meanwhile, has
backtracked on the statement
made by its Commerce Minister
Razzak Daud that Pakistan was
actively considering a proposal to
grant Most-Favored Nation status
to India. A Ministry of Commerce
spokesman was quoted by APP
today saying that there was no such
proposal under consideration or
any change of policy.

The spokesman, however, said
that there are certain items which
are on the list that can be traded
with India and there is no objec-
tion to those being traded as per
the past and present practice.
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/f shall step

down aﬁ%r

3 yrs as per SC ruling’

This 1s the concluding part of Gen. Musharraf’s
exclusive interview to The Hindustan Times

!

| HEN GENERAL Pervez Musharraf tobk
over as the Chief Executive of Pakistan, Re

was quoted as saying: “It is good to be i
charge.” I asked the General whether nine months

down the line it still felt good to be in-charge.

“There is a lot of work to be done. You get no time
to yourself. But it is a good feeling that you are doing
something for your country,

Rawalpindi, July 2

(%\: ) ing the administration of Pakistan, I use the artyy, To

that extent, what you are saying is correct. I am using
the army for this purpose and I will continue doing so.
The army is acting as the eyes and ears of the govern-
ment at the Centre and also in the provinces. But to
say that the Army has taken over the task of gover-
nance itself is not correct,” the Chief Executive of

Pakistan claimed.
Pakistan being an Islamic state has a strange law
called the Blasphemy Law. An

Therefore, I certainly feel good
that I am contributing towards
taking Pakistan forward,” he
replied.

The tricky part, however, was
if he would really hand over
power to a civilian authority
after three years if he still felt that it was
good to be in charge. Would he then not
continue in power because he enjoyed it?
General Musharraf laughed and said, “I k
will hand over power. This is a Supreme
Court decision and it has to be honoured.”

With army officers being appointed to
look after civilian departments, there is a
real fear among the small liberal commu-
nity in Pakistan that the Army is here for
goad. Such is the rate of take-over of civil-
ian jobs by a major or a colonel from the }
army that Pakistanis are saying that
General Musharraf’s corps commanders
are the real Chief Ministers of the four provinces. Was
this a correct impression, I ask him. General
Musharraf denied that this was the case. He, however,
admitted that the army was indeed participating in a

lot of civilian activities.

" “But this is in the interest of Pakistan. Wherever I
feel that the organisational and administrative capa-
bilities of the armed forces can be used to improve an
nroanicatinn n~ <t~ jt can contribute towards improv-

GETTIRE

offence under this draconian
law is punishable by death. The
law has often been used against
Christians in the past in
Pakistan. General Musharraf
had given an indication that he
would change the procedure
for registration of blasphemy charges
against an accused but then went back on
his commitment. Why had he done that?
Did this mean that he was unable to take
on the fundamentalists? And if he could
not do so now, where was the guarantee
that he would be able to do so later? Had
he not lost whatever constituency he might
have had among the liberal sections of
Pakistani society by his backtracking?

General Musharraf replied that those
who viewed things in this manner in
Pakistan did not understand what he had
done. that he had proposed, he said,
was that before a First Information Report (FIR) was
lodged against anybody under the Blasphemy Law in
a police station, the district commissioner should
examine the complaint to prune it or to see if it was
valid.

“Then I was given the argument that if people are
agitated and there is a delay in the registration of the
FIR then the life of the person who is charged with
Continued on Page 12

1 shall step down after three years’

Continued from page 1

blasphemy may be in danger.
Because people get extremely
worked up on these issues, they
may do anything to the accused.
Therefore, I thought 1 needed to
rescind the decision,” General
Musharraf explained. As for the
Blasphemy Law itself, he said that
it was part of the Penal Code and
could not be changed.

Having eroded his liberal con-
stituency, what kind of support
base was he building for himself?
General Zia-ul-Hagq, it is believed,
consciously built a right-wing fun-
damentalist constituency for him-
self.

What is General Musharraf's
constituency in Pakistan? In which
sections of society did he feel he
had a support base, I asked him.
"The people of Pakistan and the
military - they are my support base.
I don't need anyone's support. I am
not Jooking for it. Looking for a
support base, wanting to build a
party or leaning towards a particu-
lar section or group, is a sign of
weakness. It means that there are
people who are opposing you and

you feel the need to generate sup-
port from a particular group. [
don't find any such cause for such
concern at all. The people of
Pakistan support me. Therefore,
there is 1o need for me to bank on
any particular group. The whole of
Pakistan is with me," he replied.

On the foreign policy front, what
were the broad contours of the
Iran-Pakistan talks on
Afghanistan, I asked him?

"Well, we want peace in
Afghanistan and bring in a multi-
ethnic government there. Other
than that, we also want to deal with
the issue of sanctuaries and train-
ing grounds for any people or
groups of people who are involved
with extremist or terrorist activi-
ties," General Musharraf said.

Did he mean sanctuaries and
training camps for terrorists in
Afghanistan?

"Yes, in Afghanistan," he replied.

When asked about the impact of
improving Sino-Indian refations on
the subcontinent, the Chief
Executive of Pakistan said that this
had no effect on Pakistan's rela-
tions with China. "We have a long-

standing relationship with China
based on a deep understanding of
each other. It is a very cordial and
sincere relationship. So our rela-
tionship certainly does not get
affected by what China does with
india. - :

“This is a bilateral issue between
India and China. I am least both-
ered by it. I am only bothered
about my relations with China
which, I believe, are on a very
strong footing," General
Musharraf said.

Asked for his views on the ethnic
strife in Sri Lanka and the kind of
help Sri Lanka had sought from
Pakistan, General Musharraf said,
"We are for the unity and integrity
of Sri Lanka. As far as military
support is concerned, that is a
bilateral issue between us."

Lastly, I asked him about the
ways in which the mind-sets of the
people on both sides of the border
could be changed. Would not a
more open visa regime help?

‘If you are a 16-year-old in
Europe, you can buy a train ticket
and go off to see the neighbour-
hood. Where can our children go?

" HINDUST 5 = -

At least the youngsters in Lahore
should be able to make a day trip
to Amritsar, have a meal there, see
a film and be back in the evening
and vice-versa. Indian youngsters
can't come to Pakistan, Pakistani
youngsters can't go to India, They
may not want to go to Sri Lanka
because of the ethnic strife there.
Nepal is a Hindu kingdom which is
not going to do much to open up
their minds, and Bangladesh may
not be much of a destination for
most. They are trapped. How will
they broaden their minds about the
region?,

"All this is possible. All this is
possibie. But there is so much sus-
picion on both sides. And may I
add that it is also a fact that if such
a thing were to happen a lot of
undesirable people would also
come in, there may be an increase
in bomb blasts and the influence of
the intelligence agencies will be
there. So this kind of openness can |:

be productive only if there is a { -

reduction in tensions and removal

of disputes between the two coun-

tries,” General Musharraf felt.
(Concluded)
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‘Musharraf holds

democra

A \
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ISLAMABAD, July 3. — FXS
the first time since seizing
power nine months ago, Pakis-
tan’s army ruler met the coun-
try’s politicians today to plot
a course for a return to democ-
racy.

Gen. Pervez Musharraf met
members of the deposed Prime
. Minister, Mr Nawaz Sharif’s
Pakistan Muslim League, as
well as a dissident faction. He
also met Fazle-ur Rehman,
who leads the ultra orthodox
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam — a big
supporter of the Taliban rulers
next door in Afghanistan.

There also were reports of a
meeting between Gen.
Musharraf and members of
Mrs Benazir Bhutto’s party.

Mr Raja Zafar-ul Hagq, acting
head of Mr Sharif’s party, said
Gen. Musharraf had a plan to
return to the country to democ-
racy. But he refused to give
details of the plan, saying he
would take Gen. Musharraf’s
proposals to his party leader-
ship to decide whether they
would participate.

There was no immediate com-
ment from Gen. Musharraf or
other members of his regime.
Previously, Gen. Musharraf

=y

Gen Pervez Musharraf

said he would return democrat-
ic rule to Pakistan in three
years, in keeping with a ruling
by the Supreme Court.

But he said before general
elections were held, he would
like to revive the economy,
implement electoral reforms
and root out corruption.

To that end, the military
ruler has set up an anti-cor-
ruption commission, ordered a
survey to document the coun-
try’s economy and forged
ahead to curb smuggling, a
multi-billion dollar business in
Pakistan.

[

cy talks

The Supreme Court also gave
Gen. Musharraf the authority
to amend the Constitution. It is
expected that Gen. Musharraf
will revise the Constitution to
institutionalise the military’s
involvement in the running of
the country before handing it
over to civilian rule.

Gen. Musharraf has accused
many of Pakistan’s former

" rulers of corruption and has

said many will not be allowed
to return to politics.

Mr Sharif is currently in jail
convicted of hijacking and ter-
rorism and sentenced to con-
current life terms. He is
appealing his conviction. Mr
Sharif and several of his family
members and close associates
also face several charges of cor-
ruption and abuse of power.

Mr Hagqg said he complained to
Gen. Musharraf that Mr Sharif
had been badly treated in
prison, often kept in handcuffs
and denied even the basic

amenities.
Mr Sheikh Rashid, a former
minister in Mr Sharif’s

Cabinet, called Gen. Mush-
arraf’s meetings with politi-
cians an “icebreaker”. “We hope
the process wit I continue and

pavg the wdy for the return of
71{00 Cy,” he said.
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—Pakistan after Kargil

Jihad (Xfersy

)

PEAKING to correspondents at

Attock, where he has been in-
carcerated by the Musharraf
regime, Nawaz Sharif squarely
blamed General Pervez Musharraf
for Pakistan’s military and diplo-
matic debacle in Kargil. Sharif said
Pakistan had suffered heavier casu-
alties in its Kargil misadventure
than in the entire 1965 conflict: “The
fact is that unit after unit of the
Northern Light Infantry were
wiped out. With every passing day,
Pakistan was losing posts™.

While the military regime pre-
dictably branded Nawaz a traitor
and liar, his wife Kulsoom, unar-
guably more politically savvy than
her husband, joined the fray, de-
manding the establishment of a
Commission of Inquiry to look into
who was responsible for the Kargil
debacle. Influential and highly re-
spected newspapers like The Dawn
supported this call. But, given the
vell of secrecy that shrouds every
activity of the army, there is no way
that General Musharraf is going to
oblige those who demand that his
actions in Kargil should face the
same measure of public ‘account-
ability’ as the actions of those whom
he is now seeking to prosecute.

Many Pakistanis now privately
acknowledge that it is the lack of
transparency and public account-
ability that has led to their army be-
coming a virtual state within a state
in their country. It is only after a
lapse of over three decades that em-
inent Pakistanis like Air Marshal
Nur Khan and Altaf Gauhar now
acknowledge that the 1965 conflict
instigated by Bhutto and executed
by Ayub was a national disaster,
rather than the great victory it was
claimed to be. With the country un-
able to meet its international debt
repayment obligations and regard-
ed as a breeding ground for sectari-
an religious extremism by countries
in its neighbourhood — ranging
from Iran and India to Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan and Kyrgystan — there is
growing international concern
about where Pakistan is headed.
This concern is naturally shared by
many thinking Pakistanis.

However, is a regime that sought
to present President Clinton’s tele-
vised address during his brief
stopover in Islamabad as an en-
dorsement of its policies, at all
capable of genuine introspection?
The military establishment presents
the Kargil debacle to its own people
as a great military feat whose gains
were bartered away by a blundering
Nawaz Sharif. One has, therefore,
to really ponder over whether the
military establishment in Pakistan

Dot

s Peace an

By G PARTHASARATHY

its recent history.

The military, strategic and diplo-
matic aims of the Kargil misadven-
ture became evident to the world
from the two conversations in May
1999, between General Musharraf,
who was then in China, and his
Chief of General Staff, Aziz Khan.
In diplomatic terms the aim was ob-
viously to get waning international
interest refocused on Kashmir. The
expectation was that India would
not be able to retake the heights
dominating the crucially important
Srinagar-Leh road. So confident
was Musharraf of being able to
achieve these strategic objectives
that he directed Aziz Khan on May
29 that Pakistan should not accept
any Indian offer of a cease-fire in
Kargil. Aziz Khan was also ordered
that the Pak government should
claim that the Line of Control was
not properly defined or demarcated
and that all military activities should
be attributed to the “Muhjahideen”.

IN BRIEF ——

» Nawaz Sharif admits to
Kargil misadventure

e General Musharraf will not
allow investigation into his
role in Kargil

o Pakistani army virtually a
state within state

 Will Pakistan choose jihad

over collective endeavour in
South Asia?

The tunnel vision of those who
planned and executed the Kargil
venture soon became apparent. The
argument that the LOC was not
accurately demarcated was prompt-
ly rejected by the USA, the Euro-
pean Union and others who had
been provided copies of maps
signed by Indian and Pakistani
military commanders in 1972.
Further, by the end of June, virtually
all Pakistani army posts overlook-
ing the vital Srinagar-Leh road were
overrun. When the United States
CENTCOM Commander General
Anthony Zinni visited Islamabad
towards the end of June, Musharaff
had realised that the game was up.
Every strategic post except “Tiger
Hill” had been lost. It needs to be
remembered that Nawaz Sharif met
Zini only after Musharraf had
agreed that withdrawal from re-
maining areas of Kargil was the only
viable option left both militarily
and diplomatically.

By the time Nawaz left on his
fateful trip to Washington on July 4,

d

has learnt any lessons at all fromﬁth Indian Flag was flying on top of

Progress

¥

1

ger Hill” and supply convoys
wele proceeding unhindered to Leh
fromn Srinagar. Pakistani army in-
truders drawn predominantly from
the Northern Light Infantry had
been forced out of over 95 percent
of the strategically crucial Drass and
Batalik sectors and the Indian army
was poised for a major attack in
Mashkoh where over 50 per cent of
the territory had been cleared of the
intruders. But, the weekend meeting
between Nawaz and Clinton sig-
nalled the beginning of a a new and
deadly rivalry between Nawaz and
Musharraf, over who exactly was re-
sponsible for the Kargil misadven-
ture that ended ignominiously in
military terms and earned Pakistan
a reputation for irresponsible
behaviour, internationally.

The fallout of the Kargil episode
was inevitable. As Musharraf visited
cantonment after cantonment seek-
ing to explain the debacle to scepti-
cal audiences, he inevitably had to
claim that he had ordered the with-
drawal on instructions from Nawaz
Sharif. The Punjabi prime minister
was obviously not pleased at this ex-
planation of his Mohajir Army
Chief. Matters came to a head over
Musharraf’s decision to sack Corps
Commander, Quetta, Tariq Parvez,
for his allegedly unauthorised con-
tacts with the: Prime Minister. The
impetuous and rash Nawaz Sharif ,
in turn, decided to sack Musharraf.
The 111 Brigade in Rawalpindi, on
red alert for just such an eventuality
struck and Pakistan again slid back
to military dictatorship.

One would have hoped that
given Musharraf’s credentials as a
modern, Ataturk-oriented General,
things would change. But the
repeated invocation of “Jihad”
naturally raises serious doubts
about the direction that Pakistan
intends to take.

Pakistan and its military rulers
today stand at the crossroads of
their nation’s history. Will they
choose the path of their country
continuing to be a focal point for
Jihad in Chechnya, Algeria, Egypt,
Central Asia and Kashmir? Will
they persist in a sterile and futile
quest for “parity” with a neighbour
several times their size and further
bankrupt their crisis-ridden econo-
my? Or will they choose the path
laid down in the SAARC Vision for
the Year 2000 and beyond and
constructively join a collective
endeavour for developing a South
Asian Community, dedicated to the
progress and welfare of its peoples?

(The author is a former Indian
ambassador to Pakistan)
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1-year ban on holding public office

Sharif gets one

more life term,_

fined Rs 20 m

/\ /\J\’A

ATTOCK, July 22. — A
Pakistani court today sen-
tenced Mr Nawaz Sharif to 14
years’ hard labour and banned
him from politics for 21 years
on corruption charges.

Mr Sharif, already serving
two life terms handed down in
April, told reporters in the
courtroom that he was not sur-
prised by the verdict, given
what he called the “vindictive”
government of Gen Pervez
Musharraf, who deposed him
in a bloodless coup last
October.

Court officials said Mr Sharif
later refused to formally
receive the judgment by the
special accountability court
that also ordered him to pay a
fine of Rs 20 million for failing
| to declare in his tax return
money used to buy a Russian
helicopter in 1993.

They said the court would
now send the 50-page judg-
ment to Mr Sharif through jail
authorities. If he still refuses to
receive the judgment, the
document will come back to
the court, which will then
decide on the next course of
action.

The court acquitted Mr
Sharifs former top corruption
investigator, Mr Saifur
Rehman, of a charge of abet-
ment. “I have...held accused
Mohammad Nawaz Sharif
guilty...(and) he is hereby con-
victed...(and) sentenced to R.I.
(rigorous imprisonment) for a
period of 14 years,” the judge,

Mr Farrukh Latif said.

' “He stands disqualified for 21
years for seeking or from being
elected, chosen, appointed or
nominated as member or repre-

REUTERS & PTI

sentative of any pubhc office or
any statutory or local authority
of the government of Pakistan,”
the ruling said.

The judge read out only a few
sentences from the judgment to
Mr Sharif's relatives, party loy-
alists and reporters as pouring
rain beat down on the roof of
the makeshift courtroom in the
16th century Attock Fort west
of Islamabad.

Mr Sharif has already
appealed against two life terms
he received in April when he

Mr Nawaz Sharif: in deeper trouble

was convicted of hijacking and
terrorism charges related to
the day of the coup when a
plane carrying Gen Musharraf
was briefly prevented from
landing in Karachi on a flight
from Sri Lanka.

He said after the verdict
today the convictions “show
that there is a clear-cut agenda
of General Musharraf that has
only one target, and that is
me...The whole process is based
on a personal vendetta.”

The PML decided to challenge
the judgment in the High
Court. “We will challenge the
judgement and hopefully High

‘Court will do justice,” Mr Raja

Zafarul Hagq, a central leader of
the party said.

“There was nothing in the
case after the statement of the
former foreign minister, Mr
Sartaz Aziz, that the helicopter
belonged to the PML,” Mr Haq
said. He said the PML execu-
tive would hold a special meet-
ing on 30 July 30 to discuss
future strategy.

Asked if the judgment would
have any effect on Mr Sharif's
position as party chief, he said
Mr Sharif had been barred only
from holding any public
office.”It does not bar sharif
from holding the party office.”
Earlier, a PML spokesman the
judgment was a “mockery of
justice and fair play” “Despite
all evidence proving that Mr
Sharif was not guilty, the court
handed down the punishment
...y’ he said.

Mr Sharif’s wife, Kulsoom,

said the verdict was expected.
“I was expecting this verdict
because the National
Accountability Bureau is
Nawaz-specific. It is "Nawaz
Accounted Bureau’ in fact...If
Nawaz Sharif cannot own a
helicopter in Pakistan. Who
else can!” she said.
. The country’s Supreme Court
Bar Association today asked
the court to review its 12 May
judgment validating the army
takeover, saying the decision
suffered from “inherent error of
law and procedure.”

The review petition filed by
Mr MA Zaidi on the associa-
tion’s behalf said the doctrine
of state necessity “may open
door for future adventurers
whenever the opportunity aris-
es and then justified in the
name of the state necessity.”
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WASHINGTON is privately
leaning on Pakistap to have militant
groups call off the terrorism in
Kashmir and the’ Hizbul Muja-
hedin ceasefire offer is the result of
'the general US principle that the is-
sue mnmt be resolved through Vi-
olence. "

knowledged on Thesday that a Ja-
maat-i-Islami chief Qagi Hussain,

‘ whose outfit is said to control the
Hizbul, met key US officials in-
Washington last week and was told
in no uncertain terms about the
America view on the situation.

Admlmstrauon sources ac-

Althou
that the Qaziwas directed toreinin

the Hizbul, they disclosed that the |

Jamait leader had a meeting with

gh'the ¥« urces denied  tant Secretary f01 South Asia Rldg

Inderfurth, who has a fairly. inti-.

mate grasp of the dynamics of ter- .
, Torist groups in the region given his

State Department officials say Hizbul

ceasefire was nothing they engineered,

: _though it was a welcome move

Us oounter-terrqrisfn ‘chief
Michael Sheehan, where he was

- briefed on Washirigton emerging

policy on Kashmir, a policy that is

predicated on renunciation of vio- °

lence by all parties.

Qazi also called on US Ass1s-'

y R
an administratiort official and as a
former journalist.

. Qazi then met Harold Koh,
who is the assistant secretary for
democracy and human rights, pre-
sumably for a lecture on both sub-
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(pressure on
cautwns-lamaat hief

jects gc ﬁmdamentahstpanynsnot

enurelyfamilmthh.
tate Department pfficials said
the ceasefire was nothmg

- that we specifically enginee;

and said the Administration was as

‘'surprised at the announcement as -

the rest of the world. Butxtwasa K
welcome move, although

-ton would prefer to wait “till the
 dustsettied down,” one official said.

“The official also expresss

at initiat. veports of the Hurriyat

Conferente criticising the Hizbul’s -
ceasefire and said “Everyone is
looking over their shoulder, 1
guess.” The Administration would "
prefer to wait till the dust scttled j
down, he added. f



