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v\ under 41/
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AGENCE FHAN[.'E»P;)ESSE

YANGON, Dec. 3. _ Tight
security ringed Aung San Sug
Kyi's house today following the
release of several of hep
" Heutenants and ahead of 3 key
hearing of 4 Property suit the
Opposition leader faceg,

Police surrounded her hoyse
and there were ng signs that
she would be allowed freedom

government spokesmap had
said on Friday that “the tem-
Porary restrictions on the six
NLD centra) executive commi-
ttee members hag been lifted...
And they are resuming thejr
normal activities, ”

Mrs Suu Kyi has been under
house arrest since 22 Septem-
ber, when she and other NLD
leaders attempted to board 5 |
train in Mandalay, in the :
COUNtry’s north,

Tensions between hey the
Junta remained higﬁd
o
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U.S. hon

WASHINGTON, DEC 7,

e
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sitlett, M Bilt Clinton, on THursday

gave away America's higRest civilian honour. the presidential med-
al of freedom 1o the Nobédl laureate, Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi, leading

the long-drawn movement for
restoration of democracy in
military-ruled” Myvanmar., Mr.
Sun Kyi's son, A Alexander
lin picture, with Mr. Clinton)
reccived the award on her be-
half as she Is under house ar-
rest.  Mr.  Clinten,  while
presenting the award, prajsed
Vg, Suu Kyi's contribution Lo
democracy and himan rights
and described her as an inspi-
ration to all. “She fought an
election that was neither free

nor fair and vet her parly won 80 per cent of the seats but she was
not allowed to form the government.” Mr. Clinton said. “Instead,
she was arrested and she has seen her supporters beaten and
tortured and killed. Yet she has never responded to hatred and
violence and all she has called for is peaceful dialogue,” he noted.
The President spoke of years of tyranny and peverty in a land of
inherent promise. He also recalled Martin Luther King's words that
irjustice anywhere is a threat to all everywhere, and renewed als
support for democracy and human rights evervwhere, — Ai’/;
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17-(\ Kyi's strategy deepens junta’s crisist
HERE is no let-up in the attack unleashed by Myanmaks
A military junta — ironically named the State Peace and
Development Council — on Aung San Suu Kyi and her
National League for Democracy. After her nine-day stand-off
with the military in a Yangon suburb about a month ago, fol-
lowed by her being barred from travelling to Mandalay, SPDC
generals have gone all out to stifle the 55-year-old Nobel lau-
reate and her party into silence. They have locked her up at
her home and taken her key party aides into protective cus-
tody and alse “temporarily” closed down her party headquar-
ters so that observance of NLD's 12th anntversary can be
Stalled. These are signs of desperation; generals are nervous
that the irrepressible pro-democracy leader is working hard to
arouse the 48 million Myanmarese people. In a renewed chal-
lenge, she and Her party are busy drafting a national constitu-
. tion and are firm in their resolve to continue with the two-year
exercise of a proxy parliament. Her approach of moderation
and dialogue in ending the stand-off has not been reciprocated
by bher tormentors who are threatening to ban the NLD alto-
gether. No less a worry is the remark of the Thai foreign min-
ister that Asean was having a “serious image problem”
because of continuing political unrest in Myanmar.

The concern of the generals is understandable for other rea-
sons too. Despite their ruthless attempts to “erush” Suu Kyi
and her followers, they have not been able to snuff out resis-
tance. The attempt to destroy the NLD by forced resignations
has only helped to further strengthen the resclve of both Suu
Kyi and her supporters. Also Suu Kyi has timed her push
when signs of disharmony are clearly visible within the junta.
The recent dismissal of Brig-Gen Zaw Tun, the deputy minis-
ter for national development, for openly debunking the junta’s
claim of higher economic growth and criticising the inconsis-
tency in the trade policy have lent credence to Suu Kyi's con-
tention that Myanmar under the junta has deteriorated both
economically and socially and that serious differences exist
within the junta over key issues. One of the brightest and
articulate officers Zaw Tun blamed those holding responsible
posts in the junta for plummeting investment. The generals
manning key ministries “did not have proper awareness”. In
fact, his criticism justified Suu Kyi’s point that government
practices inimical to a healthy society and failure to adopt
sound macroeconomic policies have pushed the country into an
economic and social morass. What Zaw Tun hinted at was that
lack of good governance was at the root of Myanmar’s troubles;
a point which has been repeatedly harped upon by Suu Kyi.

. This sugpests that even a section of the junta concurs with her

- views. It is the fear of challenge from within that is ppesently
haunting the warlords. Any change that leads to ag#guntable
governance is still anathema to the SPDC generals.
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Wdunta breaks
6 " protest by 9 v
N VSuu Kyi, aides

By Amit Baruah

JAKARTA, SEPT. 2. Myanmar mili-
tary authorities are said to have
ended a nine-day-long protest
by the country's pro-democracy
leader, Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi, a
litile distance from the capiral
Yangon.

While the Myanmar Govern-
ment claimed that it had “facil-
itated” the 'safe and convenient
return” of Ms. Suu Kyi and her
associates 1o their homes on Sat-
urday morning, Mr. Tin Oo, vice-
chairman of the National League
for Democracy, said the group
was “brought back forcefully”.

“Daw Suu Kyi, her travel com-
panions and ali the autendants
arrived home {it and sound this
morning after their stay in Dala
town (outside Yangon),” the
Government said in a statement.

Lt. Gen. Khin Nvunt, Myan-
mar’s intelligence chief, said his
couniry would not succumb to
foreign pressure on a return to
elected Government.

“Today, some countries are
exerting all kinds of pressure on
Myanmar in their efforts to cast
it in their own moulid,” the Gen-
eral said, adding that they were

using “‘every pretext, from forced
labour and narcotic drugs to
health and education condi-
tions’ to interfere in Myamnmar's
internal affairs. “In fact, every-
one is aware that the policy of
exerting undue pressures and
econemic sanctions is a fail-
ure,...and relying on its own re-
sources, Myanmar will continue
to follow the path best suited to
its own conditions,” the General
was quofed as saying.

AFP reports:

Military  authorities today
raided the headguarters of Ms
Suu Kyi's paolitical party,

in an apparent crackdown on
Oppaosition ferces, a large num-
ber of riot police and intelligence
officers occupied the headquar-
ters of the National League for
Democracy {(NLD), an official
source said. “A huge amount of
incriminatory  materials  and
documents have been seized
during the raid,” it said.

An unknown number of NLID»
members who had been in the
building overnight were still in-
side, another source said, al-
though it was not clear if
had been detained.
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- SmellMof prosperity
| ag\q\ p p g}t)%

HE best two é¢onomic
I indicators of a pytential
upturn in Myanpar's
international trade ard the
nightly goings-on in bars and
cement-bag sales, When busi-
ness is brisk, prostitutes are
out in force and cement sales
rise. Despite official denials
that Myanmar has a sex
industry, the word on the
street is that bars of certain
hotels are starting to hum.

In a country where official
statistics are hard to come by
and even harder to confirm,
such evidence may be the best
that Myanmar watchers can
hope for.

After three years of recession,
declining trade figures and
economic sanctions imposed by
the West, Myanmar now may
be looking at a brighter eco-
nomic future.

But such signs of increased
international interest will not
be welcomed by Aung San Suu
Kyi, leader of the Opposition
National League for Demo-
cracy, who was in a roadside
stand-off with the government
Just outside Yangon last week.
She has consizstently called for
sanctions and for tourists to
stay away, & line backed by the
USA, which has banned new
investments in the country.
But trade figures released by
Bingapore's Trade Develop-
ment Board are among the
first to indicate a recovery, of
sorts.

They show a seven per cent
growth in bilateral trade in
January to July, aver the same
period in 1998, Trade is now
worth S8 551 miliion.

But getting to grips with
Myanmar's investment and
trade figures is difficult,a fact
acknowledged by the country’s
fermer deputy planning and
economy tninister Zaw Tun,
who was sacked after a July
speech in which he attacked
the junta for covering up the
terrible state of the nation's
economy.

Singapore businessmen say
they have neticed what
appears to be a growth in
interest.

“There are more trading com-
panies but not more invest-
ment,” said one, who asked not
{0 be named.

Infrastructure projects weare
stil not ou Singaporean firms’

Yangon's thriving
nightlife and
cement-bag sales are
considered best
indicators of
Myanmar's economic
upturn, says
JAMES EAST. Given
the junta’s track
record, statistics are
hard to come by

Demacratic leatsr Aung San Suu
Kyi, is unlikely to he elated at inter-
national interest in Aay sign af
economic recovery under military
fale.

radar sereens, Of the 100 or so
trading firms, most were
involved in the seafood and
agricutturat export trade.

International business advis-
ers based in Yangon say
Myanmar is potentially a good
place to invest, but half the
battle was in overcoming “mis-
information”about the country.
They blame previous pull-outs
by companies on the Asian
meltdown rather than on
domestic political reasons.

One adviser said: “The past 18
months have seen a significant
slowdown in new investments
in Myanmar., While new
investments again seem to be
starting now,it is too early to
tell whether there is a shift in
the companies investing in
Myanmayr.”

She said Chinese companies
were using soft loans tied to
construction projecis, proporty
development and light wmanu-
facturing to establi~n a grow
ing presence.

Cement sales are also up. The
government hay puwn
up with a Chivise o apany 1
build a plant nuar Mamdaiay,
with a daily production capoci-
ty of 400 tons. Exports firam
Thailand are also rising
Next year, thanks ts a new
commereial navigation agreo-
ment, Chinese ships will L
able to ply the Mekvny river,
boosting Myanmmar's wrade
prospects,

And plans to hook Thaiin:
with a north-south highs
running from Ching
Myanmar is almost certan
accelerate as Asian coonoi-i
recover,

Asean countries hive noi bedg
deterred from traoing I3
Myanmar, but sirict i
policies of the military
ment — including c
control of foreigrn evck
dealing — led to Tevaia AL
and seasoning manu :
Ajinomeoto pulling oul this voar
after the government banncd
imports of vital raw material:
and automobilos,

“The main complaint of tur-
eign investors in Mvanmar iz
the non-convertible loval,” =aid
the husiness advizize

Others blame a jack o0 e
cial management experirice
among the Generals Do i
this, Myanmar remains des
perate to attract foreicn: fsi-
nesses.

In an inreeview with il
Yangon-based Ao
Times, Forsien Mini
Aung satd: “Our foreign :
is very clear. we wunt 1 create
friendship vwith cvorn countyy
ineluding with those big pow-
ers in the West who are now
criticising us.”

But given the eriticism in the
West of Myanmars human
rights record, thosc wovern-
ments appear unlikely 1o
change their stance uny tme
goon — a move which gives
firms from China and neigh-
bouring countrics greater
trade and commercial apportu-
nities. ~

3

— The Strais= {1 rmoe o ian
News Network



Junta contfinves

* crackdow
faces glohal

Myanmar junta has fe 3
put Mrs Aung San Sul Kyi and
fellow NLD leader3d under
house arrest, provoking world-
wide condemnation.

The authorities reportedly
took away files from Mrs Suu
Kyi’s party office, cut off the
NLD leaders’ phone lines and
stopped foreign diplomais from
meeting them.

“We've tried to visil several of
them but have been unable to
get near their homes. We were
turned away by military intelli-
gence and riot police,” a west-
ern diplomat said.

The government, however,
denied that NLD leaders were
under house arrest, saving their
movement was being restricted.
A spokesman said the tight
security around the leaders was
only a temporary measture.

The junta, which yesterday
forced Mrs Suun Kyi to return to

Yangon afler a nine-day road-
side confrontation outside the
capital, accused the NLD of
links with terrorists.

The USA expressed outrage at
the treatment of Mrs Suu Kyi
and her colleagues and said it
had reports that the party’s
execitive committee members

were under house arrest. “The

USA is outraged and strongly
condemns the Burmese author-
ities' treatment of Aung San
Suu Kyi and her party mem-
bers and the violations of their
fundamental human rights,”
the US Secrctary of states, Mrs
Madeleine Atbright, said.

She said reports were that
military intelligence agents
had taken away files from NLD
offices.

The British foreign secretary,
Mr Robin Cook, condemned the
crackdown, saying it showed
the weakness of the Yangon
regime. “We are very con-
cerned... We need to know she's
safe,” Mr Cook said in France

q £ bsn
n' Mepamie

o S’T«g’

ire

on the sidelines of an EU for-
eign ministers’ meeting yester-
day.

The 15-member EU issued a
statement expressing concern
at the forced return to the capi-
tal of Mrs Suu Kyi.

Mr Cook said: “We're examin-
ing with EU colleagues and
other international partners
what measures we should take
in response once the facts have
been clarified.”

Thailand’s daily, the Nation,
said in an editorial today that a
policy of “constructive engage-
ment” by countries in the asso-
ciation of the Asean had failed.

The juntz teday charged the
NLD with “engaging in terror-
ist activity”. “Certain quarters
of the NLD have been engaging
in terrorist activity,” said the
junta’s spokesman,

He said the NLI) had collabo-
rated with the insurgent group,
God’s Army, in smuggling five
remote-controlled bombs inte
Myanmar.
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MYANMAR / CRACKDOWN ON SUU KY!

N \

YANGON, §EPT. 3. The crackdown by
Myanmans ruling military on the
pro-demodyacy Opposition party
of the Nobdl Peace Laurcate, Ms
Aung %an Suu Kyi, has provoked
streng international condemna-
tion.

On Saturday, the ruling junta
forced Ms Suu Kyi to return to
Yangon, ending a ninc-day road-
side confrontation with her just
outside the capital. She had left
Yangon on August 24 to try 1o visit
supporters.

The United States expressed its
outrage and said it had reports
that the party’s cxecutive com-
mittee  members were under
house arrest. ““The .S, is out-
raged and strongly condemns the
Burmese authorities’ treatment of
Aung San Suu Kyi aud her party
members and the violations of
their fundamental homan rights,”
the U.5. Secretary of States, Ms
Madeleine Albright, said in a
statement.

The British Toreign Secretary,
Mr. Robin Cook, condemned the
crackdown, saying it showed the
weakness of the Yangon regime.
“We are very concerngxl... We
need to know she's safe, is well.
What's happened to her is a scan-
dal,” My, Cook said in the Trench
town of Evian on the sidelines of a
meeting of Curopean Union For-
eign Ministers.

The L3-member E.U. issued a
statement expressing cancerp as
the forced return of Ms Suu Kyi to
the capital.

Thailand's Nation newspaper
said in an editorial that despite
the end of the roadside confron-
tation, the stand-off between
Myanmar and the rest of the
world continued. It said a policy
of “constructive engagement”” by
countries in the Association of
South East Asian Nations had
failed.

Meanwhile, security around the
headquarters  of the National
League for Democracy [NLD) and
the residences of Ms Suu Kyi and
other party leaders was tightened
today with dozens of policemen

. Junta draws
global wrath

deployed in the area and about 50
officers nutside party offices.

Diplomats said the telephones
of NLD leaders had been cut oftl
They were also denied access (o
Ms Suu Kyi and other feaders.

NLD sources said the move-
ments of key party leaders were
“restricted”  and  three  senior
members appeared to be under
house arrest. But. in a sign thal
the NLD had not been officially
banned, flags and symbols of the
party were fluttering in front of
the headguarters.

Exiled  Opposition  lcaders
slammed the junta, stating that
the way the military regime ended
the stand-off showed “the hypoc-
risy that underlines the military's
rule’”. Mr. Khin Maung Win, an
executive member of the Exiled
Burma Lawyers' Council, wrote in
the Bangkok local press, “The
(Yangon) regime will never give
up or introduce political oy hu-
man rights reforms,”  adding,
“optimism that something for the
better will ocecur in Burma is
evaporating fast’”.

The miditary Government {oday
charged thas the NLI} was “en-
gaging in terrorist activities™. It al-
so  said some senior  party
members had been “requested”
to remain at hame during the in-
vestigation.

“Certain quarters of the NI.D
have been engaging in terrorist
aclivity,” said the official spokes-
man for the junta, The NLD had
collaborated with the anfi-reghine
insurgent group God's Army in
smuggling five remote-controlled
bombs  into Myanmar, the
spokesman said. -— AFP, Reuters
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Junta puts Suu Ky
under house arrest

"J

defies world opinion

REUTERS g .
YANGON, SEPT 4 q i
NOBEL Peace Prize winner
Aung San Suu Kyi was kept
locked in*her Yangon residence
on Monday as Myanmar’s mili-

tary government mounted a

crackdown against its opponents
despite world outrage.

Diplomats said

.the gate to Suu Kyi’s
residence had been
padlocked since she
was forcibly returned
in the early hours of
Saturday after a
nine-day  stand-off
with the authorities
in her car outside
Yangon.

Embassy officials
and members of Suu
Kyi’s National
League for Democracy (NLD)
who tried to visit her were turned
away. Diplomats said her tele-
phone, and those of other senior

NLID officials, seemed to have -

been cut.

“Her gate is padlocked. Not .

even staff or her personal driver
are being allowed in there at the
moment,” said a Western diplo-
mat in Yangon.

At the NLD headquarters in
Yangon, around a dozen police-
men stood guard in front of the

building on Monday and dozens .

more were deployed in the area,
Thev did not appear tobe armed,

but police with riot gear and
shields were vigible b‘ehjnd the
scenes, .

Yangonugs mon Mondaw'y,
residents said, with many people
unaware of the events of the
weekend. The government de-
nied that Suu Kyi and senior col-
leagues were under house arrest,
but said they had been asked to
“stay at their respec-
tive residences”
while it investigated
reports that some
NILD members had
been involved in
“terTorist activity”.

‘A government
statement said there
were reports that
some NLD members
had conspired to
bring bombs into
. Myanmar with the
help of God’s Army, a rag-tag
guerrilla group led by two che-
root-smoking  teenage  twins
revered as having godlike powers.

The NLD had won the 1990
elections by a landslide margin
but has never been allowed to
govern.

UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan said he felt “deep con-
cern” over events in Myanmar,
“Reports concerning further in-
fringement of the freedom of
movement and the freedom of
political expression are particu-
larly disturbing,” Annan said in a
statement.
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Burma slams critics in We

By AUNG HLA {'UN 4

Rangoon, Sept. 57 Burma’s mul-
ing military hit out at its Western
critics on Tucsday, eccusing them
of interfering in ity internal aftairs
as it kept pro-democracy Qpposi-
tion leader Aung San Suu Kyi
locked up inside her home.

The Nobel Peace lanrcate and
other leaders of the National
League for Democracy were con-
fined to their residences for a
fourth day after the military
forcibly ended a nine-day road-

side stand-olf between the two
sides. In a clear reference o the
United States and Britain, state-
run newspapers on Tuesday quot-
ed Bumma’s powerfinl head of mil-
itary intelligence, Y.1-Gen Khin
Nyunt, as saying “tw big western
countries” were meddiing in Bur-
ma’s affairs.

“Two big western coumiries are
appiying various means 1o inter-
fere in and dominate the internal
affairs of Burma and destroy her
relations with the international
communily,” the papers quoted

in the nation,” he said.

The US and Briiin have both
condemned Burma's ruling gen-
erals for their treatment of Mr Suu
Kyi and other opposition ieaders,
and have demanded the lifting of
restrictions placed on their move-
ments,  Both  countries  have
praised the NILD, which won Bur-
ma’s last democratic clection in
1990. (Reuters)

THE ASIAN AGE
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" Long night of terror

PERHAPS WO autocratic regime in the world today is more
brutal than the military Government in Myanmar, In 1986, the
‘People Power’ movement toppled the Ferdinand Marcos dic-
tatorship in the Philippines. In 1998, a vigorous student move-
ment in Indonesia led o the collapse of another tyrant of
South-East Asia. African and Latin American countries have
vied with each other in recent years in shedding autocracies
and embracing democracy. However, Myanmar's military
regime has defied the giobal trend and continues to maintain
itself ruthlessly in power. Only Aung San Suu Kyi has kept the
flame of freedom burning. The recent crackdown on the lead-
ers of the National League for Democracy (NLD) and the
reported house arrest of Ms Suy Kyi have evoked sharp reac-

tion from the West, Ve
‘ policy’ af constructive
SEAN neighbours has

Neither economic sanctions n

{ engagement pursued by Myanmar
{had an impact on the junta. With the\night of the armed forces

ranged against her, the odds are stached against the Burmese
Opposition leader. Her political organisation has been worn
down by vears of repression. However, she has the force of her
moral authority which no ether modern leader except Nelson
Mandela enjoys. The only prisoner of conscience in today’s
world, Ms Suu Kyi is a symbot of courage against tyranny. She
has shown remarkable tesilience despite long years of repres-
ston, the death of her husband and separation from her
children. The military regime knows only 100 well how popular
the pro-democracy leader is.

The junta’s objective has been to weaken Ms Suu Kyt and to
erode her support base, Unfortunately, the regime’s pariah sta-
tus too is fading and it is all set to join the region’s economic
grouping. The only way to deal with Myanmar is for the region-
al and Western powers to insist on the restoration of democra-
¢y. India can play a leading role in this regard. Only then will
Myanmar’s long night of repression end,
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Myanmar junta stays defiant

REUTERS
BANGHKOK, SEPT 8

MYANMAR issinking
intostagnation and stalemate, wi
no evidence of a thaw in the mili-
tary’s iron grip on power and no

sign that a hostile international -

community will relax the country’s
isolation.

The impoverished country is.

_increasingly becoming a pariah
state, flooding its neighbours with
drugs and scuppering efforts to im-
prove relations between the Asso-
ciation of South East Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) and the West.

The best hope for change, ana-
lysts say, is that international pres-
sure and economic isolation spark
efforts by the military’s more pro-
gressive members to push for re-
form. '

But this could be years away,
and if reforms are eventualfy intro-
duced they are likely to be stow and
halting.

T be honest there is no rea-
son for optimism,” said one West-
ern diplomat in Yangon. “There is

little will to change apparent in the

t."”
The victims are the country’s 47
million people.

Suu Kyi....Still a hostage

With the economy batterad by,

domestic mismanagement and in-
ternational sanctions, they face

continued isolation and poverty

unless the governmentmakes con-
cessions, analysts say.

As world leaders gathered in
New York for a U N surnmit to
herald the new millennium, Myan-
mar faced another round of con-
demnation for its treatment of op-
position leader Aung San Suu Kyi,
who has been confined to her
house since Saturday.

Myanmar insists it is commit-

ted to democracy and biames Suu

despite stalemate, Isolation

with her calls for sanctions.

“In the outside media she has
been portrayed as a person who is
liked by everybody,” Lieutenant-

‘Colonel Hla Min said. “But in the

real world, if your rice bowl has
been broken by a certain person, I
am sure that nobody is going to like .
or love that person.”

But diplomats say that if i
tions were called, the oppositio
would be likely to match its 1990
landslide victory, which was never
recognised by the government.
And world leaders have thrown
their weight behind Suu Kyi at the
U N gathering.

“The treatment of Aung San
Suu Kyi by the Burmese regime is
adisgrace,” British Prime Minister
‘fony Blair told the summit. U S
President Bill Clinton also\i
nounced the regime.

Newspapers around the world
called for tougher sanctions
against Myanmar.

In an editorial, theTimes of
Britain said more economic and
political pressure should - be
brought to bear.

“There is a general perception
that Western pressure on the juata
isbeing quietly relaxed,” it said.

NDIAN EXPRES .
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7 WY A SHOW OF AUTOCRACY 0\

A DEMOCRATIC RENAISSANCE in Myanmar is
still a dream in considerable peril. That certainly
is the message which the military junta, the self-
styled State Peace and Development Council
(SPDC), has sought to convey to the celebrated
leader of the democracy movement, Ms. Aung
San Suu Kyi, by thwarting her latest atcempt at
reviving the transparently sagging spirit of her
followers. In the process, the Yangon regime re-
sorted to yet another show of authoritarianism
which was nasty by any standards, although it
did not as a matter of some small mercy result in
the use of physical force against Ms. Suu Ky,
who still prides herself on being a votary of non-
violence. The roadside showdown between her
and the security minions of the SPDC at a loca-
tion outside the capital was almost similar to the
previous standoff in 1998. 1In the new baitle of
attrition, the motorcade of Ms. Suu Kyi and her
small entourage was halted by the State officials
while she was on her way to a rural constituency
to deliver a presumptive pep talk to the activists
of her National League for Democracy (NLD].
She predictably refused to beat a retrear and de-
cided to camp in the open, defianiiy resorting to
a familiar form of political resistance. The mil-
itary rulers claimed, as before, that she would be
better advised {0 avoid what could turn out to be
a hazardous journey. Finally, she was ‘escorted’
by the ‘law’-enforcement officials back to her
residence after a nine-day confrontation.

The international community, led by the
U.S. President at the U.N. millennium summit,
has now been quick, as indeed it was in 1998, to
condemn the perceivably ruthless state appara-
tus of Gen, Than Shwe. But the question remains
unanswered ahout the extent to which the major
powers, including in particular the European
Union in the case of Myanmar, will be willing to
go in forcing the SPDC to open a political dia-
logue with Ms. Suu Kvi to defuse the simmering

H=
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tension. It requires no emphasis th (T\e larger
issue is restoration of democracy in that South
East Asian state of substantive strategic impor-
ltance to some of its neighbours including nota-
bly India and China for opposite reasons. As in
1998, the U.5. Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine
Albright, has at present thundered against the
SPDC's flagrant deprivation of Ms. Suu Kyi's
rights to freedom of movement as also political
expression within her own country. The Western
envoys in Yangon have now been quick to pro-
test against a denial of diplomatic access to Ms.
Suu Kyi and the perceived crackdown on the
NLD activists across the country. The reaction by
an irate SPDC is that the NLD would need to be
investigated for alleged links with an ethnic oui-
fit of terror known as the ‘God’s Army’ and the
Western political ‘provocateurs’.

These and other aspects of the idiom, if not
also the ideclogical focus, of the Myanmarese
internal crisis are well known as indeed the in-
cremental steps that the SPDC’s predecessor-re-
gime, the State Law and Order Restoration
Council, took in the early 1990s to reduce Myan-
mar, which had held competitive elections even
before its independence, to a pathetic arena of
demaocratic debris. What is less clear, though, is
the current intensity of the revolutionary demo-
cratic fervour inside Myanmar. The doubts are
traceable, in one sense, to the varied ways in
which the SPDC has been trying to sideline Ms.
Suu Kyi or at least distance the NLD from her. In
this, the Myanmarese junta has quite openly
been exploiting its respectability as a state-acior
in the context of its relative new membership of
the Association of South East Asian Nations, If
the ASEAN cited the need for a stabilising en-
gagetnent with Yangon as it had in the case of
Beijing earlier, official India, too, cannot be
oblivious to the obvious risks of isolating Myan-
mar.

1IR30 s
L aik s

U

1

1
&



e

/" Ms. Suu Kyi, who
maintained a
relatively low profile
of late, has suddenly
Jound herself
on centre stage
of world attention,
thanks to a roadside
standoff with
the military
Jjunia. Myanmar’s
crisis is far from
over, reports
AMIT BARUAH

Wmm)&__\,
On cent

S, AUNG SAN SUH3

KYI has ance again

reminded the world

that her country lacks
basic freedoms. The Myanmarese
pro-democracy leader drove out
of Yangon an August 24 and
promptly found her way blocked
by military authorities,

The undisputed leader of the
National League for Democracy
[(NLD), who bad maintained a rel-
atively low profile in recent
months, suddenly found herself
on centre stage of world atten-
tion. A nine-day-long stand-off
enstied, during which the Yangon
Government said Ms. Suu Kyi and
her entourage were stopped at
Dala town, a short distance from
the capital, for her own safety.

Clearly, Myanmar's crisis is far
from over. Even as ASEAN coun-
tries and the rest of the world en-
gage with Myanmar, the direction
the country is headed for remains
unclear. The military authorities
may have managed to puta lid on
democratic protest and sidelined
the NLD? and Ms. Suu Kyi to some
extent, but they have been unable
to provide a viable alternative 1o
the democratic forces.

After taking power at the State
Law and Order Restoration Coun-
cil (SLORC) in 1988, the junta
converted itselfl into the State
Peace and Development Councit
in November 1987, The junta, by
all accounts, has won some de-
gree of international support as
well. Despite facing criticism,
cotrntries like Australia have en-
gaged Myanmar at human rights
seminars, with support to set up a
human rights commission.

What this means in a situation
where basic freedoms are denied
is not clear, but it does represent a

6}8 stage,

quintessential dilemma for the
demecratic world — will you or
will you not deal with a military
Government?

There is, clearly. no “one” ap-
proach to this issue. The United
States and Britain are apenly crit-
jcal, but important peighbours
like China and India are fully en-
gaging the military authorities.
India, for instance, has two diffes-
ent approaches to two military-
ruled countries on its eastern and
western borders. While its okay 1o
do business with Myanmar, this
logic hasn't been extended to Pa-
Kistan. Of course, it can legiti-
mately be argued that the two
countries metit different policies,
hut one thing is common — they
are ruled by men in uniform. The
similavity ends there,

As the international communi-
ty and neighbouring nations ap-
proach the junta, it is clear there
is no immediate threat 1o the Yan-

e e e et e T

after roadblock

gon regime. If anything, the vis-
ibility of the pro-democracy
forces has been reduced by the
regime. Also, the “struggle’” in
Myammar has been a long one;
and the international community
has many other “causes” to
champion.

In the initial stages of the recent
protest by Ms. Suu Kyi, the regime
issted “‘smart” statements but
moved w end the stand-off after
several NLD leaders had sfept in
their cars or in makeshift tents.

"“Until safety conditions im-
prove, Daw Suy Kyi 15 visiting Da-
la, a small but charming town
which is 16 minutes by boat from
Yangon,” the military authorities
said in a statement on August 26,
They said residents and local offi-
cials, along with government doc-
tors, were avatlable all 24 hours to
“ensure her maximum comfort,
welfare and safety”.

“The Government encourages

e ok

Ready far any sacrifice... Myanmar refugees spilfing biood from
their forearms at a camp in Thailand.
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Daw Suu\Q'\i)&/remrn home and
continue herpolitical activities in

a4 more secure environment in
Yangon,' the statement added.

As the drama uafolded an a
side-road, the international com-
munity, expectediy. lashed our at
the junta, using all adjectives in
the book to condemn the regime.
And, in a tone woch different
from the une used in the initial
stages, the regime too et Ioose a
verbal barrage on the internation-
al community. A comment in the
state-run New Light of Myanmar
newspaper on  September 7
stated: “All these protesters, pres-
idential candidates, heads of
State, the Secretary-General of
the U.N., blithely jumiped on the
trurapet-blowing bandwagon of
calummiating (sic) Myanmar, not
because they see, they hear, they
know for themselves Myanmar af-
fairs, but for their own sedfish pur-
poses and aims.

“Myawmar leaders, wise to the
ways of evil-minded people,
clearly foresce perils under which
Suu Kyi s {litting about unwari-
ly,” the newspaper said, adding
“Myanmar leaders had learnt
many lessons from events taking
place around the world that per-
petrators of political massacres
have an atrocicus habit of silenc-
ing and destroving the instru-
ments they have emploved in
accomplishing their sinister as- .
signments . *

Neithier Ms. Suu Kyi nor her |
NLD colleagues have heen seen |
after the military ended the sit-in |
on Septernber 2 though the mil- |
itary Government has promised
access (¢ her in the days to come. |
Myanmar's internal conflicts, it
would appear, are %r;t! playing ,
themseives nint



Suu Kyi 1

ASSOCIATED PRESS g /

YANGON, (Myanmar) Sept.
16, — Two hUlidred members
of the demaocratic Opposition
led by Mrs Aung San Suu Kyi
met at their party headquar-
ters on Saturday and resolved
to draft a national
Constitution, a party leader
said. Diplomats from the USA,
Britain, France, Germany,
South Korea and Australia
attended the meeting.

The NLI passed three resclu-
tions at Saturday's meeting
demanding release of all politi-
cal prisoners, maintenance of
the proxy Parliament until a
proper Parliament is convened
and drafting a national
Censtitution.

According to 1996 law, draft-
ing a charter without the gov-
ernment's approval conld result

BANGEKOK, Sept 16.
Pitsuwan, cited Myanmé

CONFLICY WORR|ES THAI MINISTER

The Thai foreign minister, Mr Surin
r as he urged Asean to qmckl\ address |
its image probiem -- created by growing political conflicts and |

violence in member states -- to restore the confidence of foreign
investors and boost the group's bargaining power.

The political tension in Myanmar, violence in West Timor and
Wednesday's bombing of the Jakarta Stock Exchange, in addi-
tion 1o the oil crisis, have raised fears of another economic cri-
sis. The Vietnamese foreign minister, Mr Nguyen Dy Nien, has |
however sald Asean shonld not interfere in the problem in
Myanmar. — The Nation/ Asia News Network

inab
tence.

The party on Saturday com-
memorated the second anniver-
sary of its proxy Parliament
called Committee Representing
People's Parliament.

Military authorities blecked
roads leading to the two-story
NLD office, but in the after-

5 1o 20-year prison sen-

noon let party members and
diplomats pass. Reporters were
however barred from entering.
At the meeting, Mrs Suu Kyi
announced she would take over
as CRPP secretary and its rep-

" resentative for ethnic affairs,

taking over for Aye Tha Aung,
who was arrested and sen-
tenced to 21 years in prison in

THE STATESLIAN
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to draft Constitution

June fer violating a publication
law and an emergency law.

On Friday, NLD leaders
emerged from iheir homes and
reopened the party headguar-
ters, which were raided on
Septemher 2 by the authorities.

In her first public comments
since her confinement, Mrs
Suu Kyi appeared determined
te maintain political pressure
on the military regime, daring
authorities to stop her from
traveling outside the capital.

An NLD statement issued
late Friday demanded the
immediate release of 11 party
members it said were arrested
earlier this week despite the
government's announcement
that the party would be
allowed to go about daily activi-
ties as normal. In addition, 15
NLI) members ourside the cap-
ital had been arrested



;g@/ﬁiSuu Kyi leaves Hoiy
~"house, dares junta

{ YANGON, SEPT. 15. Ms Aung San Suu Kyi, Myanmar's pro-democracy
| leader, left her residence today after two weeks of virtual house arrest
{ and dared the military Government to stop her plans to travel ouiside
the capital.
|  Accompanied by other leaders of her party, Ms Suu Kyi today en-
' tered her newly-reopened party headquarters in Yangon, "' shall be
travelling outside Rangoon (Yangen) within the next 10 days for parry
| organisational work. It will be an organised trip, and we will do it
} openly. It is high time the SPDC (the ruling military council} stops
[ putting restrictions on our rights,” she said. A g
i The Telegraph reports: * 6
| Western diplomats visited Ms Suu Kyi on Thursdpy and declared
| her "uncowed and ready to carry on the fight”.
| A spokesman for the British embassy said: “Shejwas welt and in
! good spirits but thinner from her ordeal.”
L MsSuu Kyi told the envays that she was wrestled to the ground by
\ six policewomen as 200 security officers forcibly returned her and 14
I party colleagues to the capital on Sept 1.
! Some of her supporters were manhandled and handcuffed, she
. said. The group had been trapped in a paddy field in Dalla for nine
days, prevented from attempting to visit a party office near Yangon.
In the harshest action for years against the Nobel Peace laureate
and her party, Ms Suu Kyi was padlacked in her house for 12 days. The
party’s entire central executive was alsp kept in thelr homes incom-
municado. The army raided the NLD's headquarters and removed
large quantities of paperwork, claiming it was investigating alleged
links with terrorism. The office was apparently open on Thursday,
although armed men maintained a guard outside.
The NLD won a landslide victory in elections in 1990 bat has never
heen allowed 1o govern by the military.
The American charge d’affaires, Ms Priscilla Clapp, was the first
foreign visitor. The British were followed by representatives from tite
United Nations Development Fund.
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Suu Kyi again
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. stopped

¢ fAbs
Yl

rom leaving

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

YANGON, Sept. 21. — Mrs
Aung San Suu Kyvi was pre-
vented from leaving by train
for Mandalay today while five
truckloads of party supporters
were carted off by military
police at the station, diplomats
and witnesses said.

Mrs Suu Kyi and her
National League for
Democracy deputy chairman,
Mr Tin Oo, were prevented
from boarding the first, three
trains out of Yangon to the
northern city and former capi-
tal, 720 km north of Yangon.

Mrs Sun Kyi had vowed to
again defy the junta’s ban on
travel outside the capital.

Military police prevented
journalists and diplomats from
entering Yangon's central sta-
tion to see the Nobel laureate
and her deputy, diplomatic
sources said.

A British diplomat who was
seen trying to enter the station
was alse asked to leave.
Passengers could go in after
showing their tickets.

The train's scheduled depar-
ture time of 4,00 p.m. was
changed to 530 p.am., an offi-
cial said.

Mr Tin Oo had earlier told
party supporiers they would
travel to the formey capital
Mandalay to investigate
reports that party members
had been prevented from
engaging in political activities,
that National League for
Democracy offices heen shut
down and that party signs had
been taken down by police.

Before Mrs Sun Kyi arrived
at the station, about 100 of her
supporiers were herded into
five trucks by military police at
the station and taken to an
undisclosed location, eyewit-
nesses gaid.

All shops and businesses sur-
rounding the station were
closed amid light security.
About twa dozen traffic police-
men and some 100 plainclothes
pelicemen were deployed
around the station.

An NLD official said Mrs Sun
Kyvi had reached the station
without incident. Then she was
stopped.

The junta disapproves of the
Nobel Peace laureate going
outside Yangon and has physi-
cally blocked her on several
occasions, the latest being on
24 August when she tried to
drive to a southern town.
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BANGKOK, Sept 22. -(—);% i\
special UN representative,
Razali Ismail, will wvisi
Yangon next month to encour-
age the Junta to resume politi-
cal dialogue with the
Oppesition.

Mz Razali will be in Yangon
from 6 to 8 October and will
meet the ruling State Peace
and Development Council’s sec-
retary, Mr Khin Nyuni, and
Opposition leader Ms Aung San
Suu Kyi. This will be his second
visit to Myanmar after his June
visit failed to get the two sides
. to the negotiating table.

Mr Razali will seek an update
on the human-rights situation
in Myanmar and prepare a
report for the UN General
Assembly’s session next
month, expected to adopt a res-
olution against Myanmar.

A Bangkok-based diplomat
said the UN secretary general,
Mr Kofi Annan, wished to see
the Junta resume political dia-
logue with the Opposition,
Otherwise, he said, the Junta
would face more international
pressure and a ruling from the
International Labour Organ-
isation in November on sanc-
tions over Myanmar’s forced-
labour policy. Earlier this
month, the international com-
munity had criticised Yangon's
renewed restrictions on Ms
Suu Kyi's activities. The Junta
last week lifted some of the
restrictions on Ms Suu Kyi,
allowing diplomats to visit her.

The deputy assistant to the US-
secretary of state was in
Bangkok recently to preside
over the meeting of US ambas-
sador in the region to review the
US diplomacy towards the

region. They also sed con-
cern over the uation in
Myanmar.

THE STATESMAN

© 3 SEP 2q



INFERNATIONAL

YANGON, SEFT. 22. The Myanma-
rese pro~-democracy leader, Ms.
Aung San Suu Kyi, and members
of her party’s central executive
commiittee were placed under a
ele fucto house arrest again today
after being removed from Yan-
gon ftrain station early in the
morning, official sources said,

The head of the National
League for Democracy, its depu-
ty party leader, Mr. Tin Oo, and
other party leaders were con-
fined to their houses on “tempo-
rary detention,” a government
source said.

The NL.D leaders will not be al-
lowed to leave their homes for
the time being, and no diplomats
or journalists will be allowed to
visit them. — AFP

Trains were full,
says Junta

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 22, The Myanmar
Junta thwarted the attempt of the
pro-democracy leader, Ms. Aung
San Suu Kyi, to travel out of Yan-
gon on Thursday claiming that
the trains to Mandalay, her desti-
nations, were ‘full’.

“Apparcntly upset that there
were no seals available on a train
from Yangon to Mandalay... Ms.
Suu Kyi lashed out at a station
cleaning crew before being asked
to leave by station authorities,”
the military authorities said in a
statement.

According to the statement,
the Government had tried to ar-
range for tickets for Ms. Suu Kyi
and her supporiers in vain.
“These tickets are in high de-
mand, and normally require a
three-day advance purchase.”

“When told that all seats on the
train had been sold, Ms. Suu Kyi
and her party remained in the
station, refusing to leave at clos-

THE
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. Suu Kyi undef; .-
ouse arrest again,.

ing time. They became abusive
toward the station clearing staff
and had to be escorted from the
building... ."”

The decision o prevent Ms.
Suu Kyi comes close on the heels
of another incident where the
NLD chief was stopped on the
road outside Yangon while trav-
elling out for party work, That
stand-off ended on September 2.

o

As expected, the latest devel-
opments have prompted severe

criticism  from the Waestern
world.

“This blatant, heavy-handed
action is only the latest outrage
committed against Aung San Suu
Kvi and other party leaders by
Burmese authorities. It is unac-
ceptable,” the UL.S. Secretary of
State, Ms. Madeleine Albright,
was quoted as saying.

“The United States holds the
Burmese Government respon-
sible for their (activists) welfare
and calls for immediate restora-
tion of their freedom of move-
ment and access 1o others,
including foreign diplomats.”

“Aung San Suu Kyi is a beacon
of hope to the long-suffering
people of Burma whose dream of
a just, democratic society has
been denied for oo long by a re-
pressive regime,” Ms. Albright’s
statement added,

Ly e
i e b



YANGON: Military authorities
S kcpt opposition
leader Aung San
Suu Kyi under
virtual house ar-
rest and barred
her supporters
from opening the
headquarters of
_ 2 gxzerhparty on its
y : th anniversar
Aung San Suu Kyi on Wednesday. Y
The National League for Democ-
racy (NLD) usvally commemo-
rates September 27 with a large
party meeting, But an NLD official
said on Tuesday the party had can-
celled this year’s event as Ms Suu
Kyi and other leaders had been
confined to their homes by the au-
thorities
NLD members who tried to
open the party office were told by
security officers on duty outside
that it was closed on Wednesday
and would be opened on Thursday.
No reason was given for the clo-
sure. “I'm very disappointed,” said

‘Junta prevents Suu Kyi’s
supporters f;:onf (")mf)’étﬁy‘ﬁlg
party office on‘anniversary

an annoyed NLD member. “We’re
coming here simply to gather, not
to cause any problem.” 7

A trickle of NLD stproriers
which arrived at the party offyce for
a planned lunch were turned away
by the over 40 plainclothes military
intelligence ofificers and special
branch police. Ms Suu Kyi and eight
other central executive committee
members of the NLD have been un-
der virtual house arrest since Friday
after she made her second attempt
in a month to travel upcountry.

On Tuesday, the U.S. raised the is-
sue of Myanmar at the UN in New
York. However, Russia, China and
Malaysia avoided the issue. In
Washington, U.S. secretary of state
Madeleine Albright pledged that
she would not admit defeat in her
diplomatic campaign in support of
Ms Suu Kyi. Ms Albright said in tes-
timony to Senator Jesse Helms,
chairman of the senate foreign rela-
tions committee, that she had raised
the issue with foreign officials co
sistently and systematically. r%
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_~Where does he'go from ‘here?

OIS MR, Anwar

Ibrahim have a future

in the politics of

Malavsia? The answer
to this question is an open one,
buat it is pretty certain that the
former Deputy Prime Minister,
convicted of sodomy un August
8, will continue to inspire
Oppaosition palitics in Malavsia.

tiis canviction in the sodamy

trial for nine years (Mr, Anwar
is already serving a six-vear
sentence on corruplion
charges} hardly came as a
surprise, Rejection of the
charges against him {they relace
to “carnal intercotrse against
the order of nature” with his
wife's former driver; would
have, however, generaled shock
waves.

Right threugh his trial, the
one-tirme Finance Minister and
deputy to the all-powerful
Prime Minister, Dr. Mahathir
Mohamad, has remained
defiant. All his statements have
been critical of the
Government, which would Jead
one 0 believe that the last has
not been heard of the man.

“He will remain the symbal
for far-reaching changes i the
countyy,” Mr. Lim Kit Siang,
Chairman of the Dlemocratic
Action Party (DAP), told The
Hindu from Kuala tampur,
Admitting that the process of
democratisation was in a flux,
the Opposition politician
maintiained that Mr. Anwar had
been given a “very harsh, very
cruel, very unfortunate
sentence’’.

In Mr. Kim's view, the
conviction of Mr. Anwar was
antfcipated. However, the
severity of the sentence {two
terms of “six plius nine” to run
copcurrently) was “completely
unexpected”. ""The sentence
just goes 1o show the tevel of
persecution in the trial. It was a
political trial all the way,” Mr.
Kim said.

Even Singapore’s Senior
Minister, Mr. Lee Kuan Yew,
has been quoted as saying that
Dr. Mahathir had made a series
of blunders in the Anwar affair
which cost him dearly, The
former Prime Minister, while
on a visit to Kuala Lunipur,
said: “'[ think Dr. Mahathir paid
a heavy price and | fes! sorry
lar him... he made several
errars of judgment which [ felt
were most unfortunate.” [
thought that (Mr. Anwar’s
arrest under the Internal
Security Act) was the beginning
¢f a series of blunders.., it
should vever have been that
way, it should have been 2
straightforward criminal

\-‘9‘/

Does Mr. Anwar Ibrahim have a future in
the politics of Malaysia? AMIT BARUAH
seeks some answers.

charge... next disaster was the
hltie (Mr. Anwar’s now famaots
black) eve..” Mr. Lee was
quoted as saying, "My
sympathies ate with him (Dr.
Mahathir}. | am sorry for Anwar
too because he had so many
things going for him,” the
Senior Minister stated during a
graund-breaking visit to
Malaysii.

Mr. Anwar himself has been
stinging in response to his trial.
His plea for recusal of the judge
having been rejected, Mr.
Anwar read a statement in
open court attacking the

Government and accusing Dr.
Mahathir of hungering for
power. “There has been no
eriminal trial in this coust, only
political persecution... 1 have
steadfastly maintained (har §
am the victim of a political
conspiracy through a weh of
intrigue orchestrated hy the
maestro 1or. Mahathir,.”” he
alleged.

“the proceedings during the
trial reveal the deplorable
methods used by the police,
the ahsurdity of our adversarial
system of justice, malicious
prosecution and corruption
involving the ruling clique. Dr.
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Mahathir's lust for power i/

insatiable,” he rmainained.

For their part, serior
Malaysian Covernnent
functionaries have defended
their justice systein.
Responding 1o an American
starement, the Mataysian
Foreign Ministry saiik i1 is
unacceptable for orhers to cast
aspersions on or 1o doubt
Maijaysia’s judicial system.”

At another plane, the
fncdustry and T'rade Minister,
Ms, Rafidah Ariz, was quoted
as saving that rhose foreign
invesiors who wore coicerned
about the Anwar issue should
stay out af the country, “"We
don’t welcome those who have
any doubt about this country...
they can {ook for places that
thev feel are safer,” s, Rafidah
said at @ time when Malaysia is
acrively Tooking for fresh
sources of fureign investinent,

There is little doubt that Dr.
Mahathir and his country are
victhins of an aggressive
Western press, who disitke his
independent, ant-Western
opindons, Suvh opinion. it
treedds 10 be said, could well be
muotivated. That, however, does
ROt in any way impinge on the
Government’s conduct in the
Anwar case. The rising siar of
Malaysia was sacked hy 1,
Mahathir two years ago and
then enibroiled in a series of
cases i which he now {faces
the prospect of a daunting 15-
wour inil term.

The one-time protege of Dr.
Maharhir does risk the prospecs
of fading from public memory.
In a sense, it is really up to the
Torrees of political reform in
Malaysia to keep Mr. Anwar
alive in the public mind. One
palitical nbserver of the opinion
that i and when T, Mahathir
does depart from the political
scene, the prospect of an early
release for Mr. Anwar could
become a real one. However,
that is unlikely 10 happen In
the monihs and years that e
ahead.

Mr. Arwar, who among other
things has been reading and
writing in jail, reportedly enjoys
singing Hindi film songs.
Clearly, he has many long days
and nights ahead of him, There
fias beens considerable
international support for Mr,
Anway, including from hinan
rights” organisations, Domestic
human rights’ groups have
been equally critical. All this.
however, doesn't amount (o
much for Mr. Anwar in todav's
Malaysia,
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YANGON, Aug. 26.\
Myanmar Opposition leader
Mrs Aung San Suu Kyi entered
the third day of a roadside
stand-off with police today as
the military government block-
ing her freedom of movement
faced monunting international
criticism,

Mrs Suu Kyl and other mem-
bers of her National League for
Demoeracy spent a second
night in two cars by the side of
a read south of Yangon. She
was stopped by police in Dala
when she and other party
members tried to drive to the
countryside to visit supporters.

It was the first time the 55-
vear-old Nobel laureate had
tried to leave the capital since
another standoff twe years ago,
which ended after 13 days
when a dehydrated Mrs Suu
Kyi gave up her protest and
returned home.

Myanmar says it stopped Mrs
Suu Kyi for her own protection
because her journey did not
haye * ‘proper security arrange-
mants”.

The NLD, which won elec-

tions in 1990 by a landslide but
has never been atfowed to gov-
ern, said in g-§tatement yester-

REUTERS

Mrs Aung San Suv Kyi

day that the group was run-
ning short of food and water. It
called on local villagers to pro-
vide Mrs Suu Kyi and her
party with supplies.

Witnesses said the group's
cars were parked a short dis-
tance off the road where they
were stopped. Nearby were an
ambulance and policemen. Mrs
Suu Kyi stayed in her car,
refusing to turn back.

The US state department said
in a statement: “The US
deplores Myanmar's refusal to
allow Mrs Suu Kyi and other
NLD leaders to travel freely in
their own country. Freedom of
movement is a fundamental,

RVl

World ungry over

Kyi stund-

KA

mtefna mnallv recognlsed
right. Its denial will increase
tensions in Myanmar.” 1t said
USA was concerned abhout the .
health and safety of the group

l
}
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and would hald the Myanmar |

authorities accountable for
their welfare.

In London, British foreign
secretary Mr Robin Cook said
he deplored the treatment of
Mrs Suu Kyi.

“We urge the authorities to
[ift these unnecessary and
unlawful restrictions irmnmedi-
ately, and call on the regime to
start talks with.. Sun Kyi and
the NLD,” Mr Cook said in a
statement.

The European Union called

on Myanmar to lift the travel
restrictinns.
Amnesty slams detention:
Amnesty International has
urged Myanmar to allow Mrs
Suu Kyi 1o travel unhindered,
saying her detention denotes
“general harassment” by the
authorities, adds AP from
Bangkok.

In a statement late vesterday,
the I.ondon-based human
rights group said the standoff

. is an atiempt by the govern-

ment to gtamp out “peaceful
Opposition activities” in
Myanmar.



. SuuKyi

not to

medical help

Yangon, Aug. 28 (AP): Opposi-
tion leader Aung San Suu Kyi's
health could be in jeopardy while
she remains stranded in a
swampy, mosquito-infested area
in a standoff with the military, her
party said today,

But despite the hazard, Sun
Ky1 will not accept any medical
help from the government, the Na-
tional League for Democracy said,
though an amblance and a meg-
ival team were put on standby by
the authorities,

Sun Kyi, two other party lead-
ers and 12 youth supporters have
been stuck since Thursday in the
Yangon suburh of Dala, where po-
lice blocked their way 1o
Kungyvangor, 50 km south of Yan-
gon, for party organisation work.

The group has spent the last
five days and four nights in the
grassy open area where the vehi-
cles were shunted by police. They
have slept either in the vehicles or
in makeshift tents.

NLD chairman Aung Shwe
said the vehicles are parked in a
muddy field swarming with mos-
quitoes.

He said four party members
brought Suu Kyi's party mosquito
repellent, medicine, bedding and
plastic sheets today.

Suu Kyi, awarded the 1981
Nobel Peace Prize, has long been
at odds with Myanmar's military
riers.

She was freed from seven
vears of house arrest in 1995, but
her movements remain restrict-
ed.

accept

S 21w

Her NLIY wonalan‘dshdenmo
ry in the 1990 general election, but
the military refused to honour the
results. It hag since constantly ha-
rassed and arrested party mem-
bers.

Her last attempt to leave Yan-
gon, in 19898, resulted in a similar
standoff when stie staved her car
for 13 days before returning home
on her doctor's advice.

Party leaders fear another
long-drawn-out deadlock this time
100,

“They are a determined group
and we are a resolute group,”
Nyunt Wai, a senior NLD official,
sald today.In a protest letter sent
today to Gen. Than Shwe, the
leader of the Myanmar junta,
Aung Shwe said the place where
Suu Kyi and others were stopped
“was unfit to live and could afiect
their health. If that happens, the
authorities who commanidded the
restriction will be held responsi-
ble,” the letter said.

A government staterent today
said Suu Kyi was provided “with
some beach umbrelias, and a new
mohile bathroom ta ensure her
mazimum comfort and well.
being.”

One photo posted today on the
government’s website,
WL, MYQRar.comt, showed
what it said was Suu Kvyi and
members of her party walking toa
house, while other pictures
showed members of her group ex-
ercising and shopping.
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Y? WHY? WHY?,
Why is the world ignoring Suu Kyi? ¥

AS\the world forgotten about the brave and determined

by the military junta to assume power by brute force? For the
past five days she is camped in the open off a road leading out
of the city, prevented from meeting her pecple and party mem-
bers, because say the junta, they are concerned for her safety!
Our collective foot! She and her small group are in a small
field infested with mosquitoes and they expect appreciation
and thanks for providing a new mobile bathroom and beach
umbrellas for her use while denying her necessary medical
facilities. Their concern will only end when she leaves the
country, something they have been trying to achieve for a long
time. They live in hope. The thing to note about military dicta-
torships and other oppressive regimes is that without a free
prass, their misdeeds, theit hypocrisy and their corruption
cannot be exposed as it should be. The last time she attempted
to leave Yangon was in 1998 when Suu Kyi was stopped and
stayed in her car for 13 days before returning to her home on
the insistence of her doctors. No doubt the junta hope to
repeat this kind of bullying tacticg and force the poor defence-
less leader to go back home.

All Suu Kyi was trying to do was to go to Kungyangon, some
fifty kilometers south of Yangon for party organisation work.
That a routine exercise of the right of democratic citizens to
move freely within their country should inspire such fear in
the minds of the tyrants in Myanmar is a commentary at once
on their sense of insecurity and the power of this frail womnan
and the influence she exercises over the hearts and minds of
her countrymen.

The junta have tried everything to break her spirit, they
prevented her from seeing her dying husbhand in London by
simply refusing her permission to return, they regularly
arrest her party men and harass them, they prevent access to
her by all and every visitor from overseas or even from within
the country except under observation. There is no freedom of
speech or assoclation, no freedom of the press, no activity
other than what is specifically permitted, so that the junta can
loot the country in peace. The sad part is that businessmen in
other parts of the world who are only interested in contracts
and exploitation of Myanmar's mineral and forest wealth are
behind their governments to aliow the loot to progress without
let or hindrance; at regional meetings of heads of govern-
ments, there are pious pronouncements about how Myanmar
is progressing and how the hypocritical leaders of the so-called
free world fool themselves that they are in the thick of per-
suading the corrupt junta to liberalise their regime because
they all believe in democracy. Sections of Indian industry pro-
fess faith in competition, what they mean to ask for is in fact
help to eliminate the competition. On a parity of reasoning the
leaders of the world’s democracies do not seem to mind if
demaocracy itself becomes extinet in Myanmar o long as the
country’s wealth flows out to them by arrangement with the
junta. And if Suu Kyi's frail frame falls victim to the inhuman
treatment she is receiving, they will wring their hands and
award her another international recognition — posthumously.

Is there no moral sense left in the world! If there is, why are
we hot hearing its voice? Why? Why? Why?
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0 resolution
7 iny sight in Suu
yi standoff,”

GENCE FRANCE 13
ANGON, AUG 30 “J)r

wcr
OPPOSHY
TION leader
Aung San Sgu
Kyi stood her
ground in a
roadside test of
Myanmar's military Wednesday as
infernational pressure mounted for
~ therégime to resolve the week Jong
standoff. United Nations Secretary
General Kofi Annan urged the au-
thorities to find a peaceful solution
1o the crisis as the regime showed
signs of becoming increasingly irri-
tated over the confrontation. An-
nan said the situation “underfines
the necessity for national reconcilia-
ton” and urged the two sides to
“engage as500n as possible in a sub-
stantive political dialogue
Aung San Suu Kyi and a dozen
supporters have spent six nights
camped in their vehicles in the
countryside outside Yangon after
being stopped Thursday as they
tried to reach a meeting of the
panty’syouthwing.
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WILL NO ONE LISTEN:

efde Is Suu Kyi's crie de coeur in vain’

T used to be said of communists that they thrive

increasing misery. Keeping their people in ignerance kn
without the benefit of education was merely a refinement\o
the reasonable premise that an uneducated population)i
unable to distinguish between information and propaganda.
Authoritarian regimes, whether communist or of any other
persuasion, particularly military dictatorships, share this per-
ception, their hatred of communism notwithstanding, The mil-
itary junta of Myanmar is no exception. And thanks to the
indifference of the world, this has been going on for twelve
vears. In a remarkable video clip smuggled out of that unfor-
tunate lend, Aung San Suu Kyi, the acknowledged leader of
her people, has made specific charges fleshing out her fre-
quent pleas for help from the civilised world to pressure the
military junta to relax their iron grip on her people. Barely
three days ago, they had angrily dismissed yet another inter-
national appeal to respect human rights. Suu Kyi has
responded with specific charges.

In a candid comment one has learnt to expect from her, Suu
Kyi charges her tormentors with interfering with educatioen;
generations of young Myanmarese, she says, are without prop-
er education. Universities are shut and medical and engineer-
ing colleges are open only to the children of the New Class, the
military. Suppression has intensified. Asean countries have
held the view that to influence the junta, trade and commerce
with that country should be encouraged; experience has shown
that they were wrong, grievously wrong. Anyone wanting to do
business with Myanmar has only to contact established mili-
tary channels, settle with the colonels and proceed to busi-
ness. This has not changed. There are Indian businessmen
who will swear that there are no restrictions in Myanmar,
they are at ease because they have clear consciences, clear of
everything except self-interest. They point to Asean business-
men who do the same and their governments encourage them.
President Clinton who read the rict act to chief executive
Musharraf of Pakistan is apparently not too concerned about
Myanmar as it does not impinge on American interests.

Twelve years is but a speck of history in a nation’s life, it is
however enough to inflict irreparable damage on a young gen-
eration. The stifling atmosphere is leading to frustration
among the young but also among the not so young whe see no
hope of their voice being heard where it matters, in the inter-
national community. Burma, that is Myanmar, is rich in nat-
ural resources, and this appeals to the poor in spirit who wish
to see nothing beyond immediate gains. Tourists are encour-
aged and are able to purchase gems, handicrafts and other
items without too much fuss =o long as they do not engage in
any concern for human rights or contact anyone in the Pro-
Democracy movement, All military regimes have a flawed
vision, some have no vision at all and Myanmar falls into the
latter category. The calm on the surface is unnatural, It
should be remembered that monks, Buddhist monks, led the
earlier struggles for democracy and liberty; if the junta will
not do business with Suu Kyi, they will one day face the wrath
of monks who will articulate the anger and frustration of an
increasing number of their people. The result will be a blood-
bath, if there are no safety valves, there will be an explosion.
And if there is any justice in this world, it will encompass
those who so shamelessly join the junta in exploiting the ordi-
nary peace loving people of this nation. Will no country in the
world listen to Suu Kyi's crie de coeur?
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After 10 w{{
years, Burma

N,

still waits

By JOHN J. BRANDON

ashington: Ten years ago Saturday,
democrats won a landslide election
victory in Burma over the military
government. Rather than honour

that victory by the National League for Demnoc--

racy, the military ignored the results and tight-
ened its grip on power. Burma's govermentt,
renamed the State Peace and Development
Council in 1997, justified the annulment by say-
ing that it was the only institution able to keep
the country together, maintain order and pro-
mote economic development.

Despite such claims, Burma’s people have
paid a heavy price. Political, economic and
social conditions have grown worse in the past
decade. The military has refused to engage in
any serious political reform, including establish-
ing a dialogue with the National League for
Democracy and its leader, the Nobel laurcate
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. After spending six
years under house amest, Daw Aung San Suu
Kvi's movements remain strictly confined. Her
party 1nembers have been muted through intimi-
dation, imprisonment and torture.

Inflation in Burma is high. The generals appear
to have neither the interest nor the ability to deal
with the country’s economic difficulties. Burma
is beset by social ills. Around 40 per cent of the
national budgzt is spent on the military — at the
expense of social services, partlicularly educa-
tion and health, The United Nations Develop-
ment Program reports than only 25 per cent of
Burma's schoolchildren coraplete basic educa-
tton, while 30 per cent of children never go 1o

school at all. Universities have been closed for .

mosi of the past decade to preempt student
protest. There is a backlog of around ene miilion
students waiting for universities to reopen. The
health care system has collapsed because of a
serious shortage of medical supplies and person-
nel. Burma spends only 0.2 per cent of its budget
on its healthcare system — an average of 50
cents a person. Child monality, malnutrition and
the spread of the HIV/AIDS virus and other
deadly diseases are increasing.

Yet the military finds itsclf more powerful now
than it has ever been because it dominates the
country’s polities and cconomy. Events clse-
where give the junta litle incentive to vield
power to a civilian government — the disinte-
gration of Yugoslavia, South Korea's prosecu-
tion of two former presidents for corruption and
abuse of power and now former President
Suharto and his generals m Indonesia heing
called 1o accgunt for alleged corrupt practices
and human rights abuses.

The junta has all the power. but Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi and the National Leugue for Demuocra-
cy have all the legitimacy. The only way a
democratic form of government can emerge
without a popuiar revolt is through compromise.
The generals will have to allow il (o happen.

Bringing this about wilf not be easy. Burma's

military rulers have many enernies because they

have mistreated the people. The generals fear
retribution if they lose power. Shortly after the

1990 clection, a former National League for

Democracy leader said that no revenge would be
sought agaiust the military for its harsh actions
against civilian demonstrators. It a political dia-
logue is 1o develop, such assurances need o be
repeated. This will not be papular with some in
Burma’s democracy movement. Bul withouwt
such compromise, the political deadlock will
remain.

By arrangement with the

International Herpld Tribmne
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1 the '\raz‘mrra! nguf ar Democ-
racy headguarters in Rangoon,
Daw Aung San S Kyi, the
Burmese Opposition leader and
1991 Nobel Peace Prize winner, spoke
with BErNArRD KkiSHER, publisher of
Cambodia Dailv, after she addressed
abowr 300 parry members at the pariy’s
{nion Dav anniversary celebrarion.

Q: Whar was the main message that you
comveved, and whar additional things
wordd vou like 1o sav to your people?

A In commemoruting Union Day, 1talked
about the el that unity cannot be built
without mutual st and understanding,
angd that there is 1o hope for peace or pros-
perity unless there is unity. So yoeu have to
start with unity of a nation.

Q: How would vou gange the level of vour
sipport today fnside Burma?

A 1 would not like to think of it in 1erms
of my support as such. T think we should
think of it in terms of how strong the
forces of democrucy are. I think 1 could
say with great confidence that 90 per cent
of the people of Burma want democracy.

Of course, of those who want democra-
cy, those who really dure to go out and
fight for it polidcally ure in the minority
because there is 5o much oppression by
the military government and there is
tremendous fear, But we have a very
strong group of people at the core, as you
could see today at the meeting.

Since about the autumn of 1998, when
we founded the Committee of the People’s
Partiament, it has been very difficult for us
o hold any of our commemorative cere-
monies. Usually these ceremonies are an
opportunity for us to deliver political mes-
sages and to demonstrate our onity, but
from the beginming in September 1998 of
the Committee of the People’s Parliament
and throughout 1999 the authorities tried
to intercept every one of our ceremeonies.

For example, last yvear you would not
have been allowed in. They had road-
blocks in front of our headquariers and
they prevented all foreigners from com-
ing. And they prevented certain represen-
tatives from other political parties from
coming. Diplomats were also prevented
from coming. Even members of our party
had to produce their national registration
cards and were asked to prove they were
members of our party.

Huge roadblocks kept our people away.
This went on through all of last year. But
stifl our people kept coming, and I think
partly perhaps as a result of such persever-
ance among our members, the authorities
have decided that there is not much o be
gatned by continuing this kind of policy.
L.ast month, when we had our indepen-

I could say with great
confidence that 90 per cent of
fy the people of Burma want
r\j democracy. Of course,
\\ of those who want
dL ocracy, those who really
dare to go out and fight for
it politically are in the
minority because there is so

much oppression by the .

military government and
there is tremendous fear

dence day ceremonies, they allowed in
diplomats and foreigners and they did not
use roacdblocks.

(2: Sonte people argue that not all coun-
tries are ready for democracv. What is
Vour arguatent o Support vour contention
that the Burmese peaple are readv to live
under a democracy?

A: If you want o put it that way, then you
can say that in a sense a democracy is
never perfect; even in the United States
democracy is not perfect. We could also
argue that the Japanese were not ready for
democracy in 1945, but they were given
democracy and they have worked and
lived with democracy.

Sometimes — and this may be an
arguable point — | think in some ways the
people of Burma are more ready for
democracy now, a lot more ready now,
than the people of Japan were ready for
democracy in 1945, because in Japan
there' was never a struggle or movement
for democracy. Democracy was simply
handed to them on a plate as part of the
arrangements after the war.

Now with regard to Burma, apart from
the fact that Burma spent quite some time
under British colonial administration,
which did structure some forms of democ-
racy, we became independent as a democ-
ratic nation, as a parliamentary democracy.

So we have had experience of democracy
in practice, and apart from that, even if we
leave aside the long years under Burma’s
Socialist Program Pany -— when the desire
of the people for a more open society. {or a
retum to democralic institutions was never
crushed—we have now been struggling for
democracy actively for the last 12 years.

@: Whar is your feeling about Japanese
policy toward Burma’

A: We find that a lot of people in Japan
who are very syimpathetic to us and to our
cause, if lhn et to know about it. There
are very, very supportive groups of Japan-
ese people and organigations. But there 1is
not enough information about what is
zoing on in Burma.

0: Whar about the Japanese goventment”
A: The government is quite often influ-
enced by business considerations. But it is
not that alone. [ am inclined to think there
is a tradition among Japanese governments,
whichever goverment they may be, to try
to establish good relations with whoever is
in power in whichever nation. And perhaps
that, as much as — and perhaps even much
more than — the influence of the Japanese
business lobby would incline the Japanese
government toward trying to establish
good relations with the military regime.

0: Da vou think that investments in
Burma might be jeopardised if demacracy
came to Burma? Would a new democratic

regime continie to honour such invest-

ment agreenents’?

A: We are not against business at all. This
is the mistake a lot of people make. They
think the National League for Democracy
and the democratic forces in general are
anti-business. We are not anti-business.
We are for a free-market economy. It js
part of our party platform. But now we
don t have a genuine market econoity. It
isn’t a free-market economy at all. It is
very much biased in favour of those who
are connected to the regime.

S0 we object to investments now 1ot
hecause we are against investments per se,
but because we don’t think this is the right
time. By investing now, business is sup-
porting the military regime. The rea) ben-
efits of investments now go to-the military

‘brought the economy

BURMA IS READY FOR
DEMOCRACY

remmc and thmr connections. The» g0 e
Just a small, very privileged elite. And the
people get very Tittle.

: How can people whawish to give

humanitarian aid really help the

needv  Burmese  pe opfe uirl’iouz
going throngh the military regime?
A: The first question to ask is how effec-
Hve is this humanitarian aid? What do
they mean. exactly, by humanttarian aid?
What kind of aid is that? And how numy
people is it supposed to help? In general,
whatever  hwmanitarian  aid  that  nun-
governmental organisations may he able
10 give is a drop in the ocean compx wed 1o
wliat is needed in Burmi. What woe really
need in Burma is substantive change, the
kind of change thal will enable peopleto,
help themselves,

0: What are the most serions econonitic
problems in Burma?

A: The economy is in a mess. There are a
nomber of major problems which have
o such a stale
Tlere is no macroeconomics view at all
on the part of the military regime, and
there are the obvious prohlems like the
extremely unrealistic exchange rate of the
kyat. And then there were all those unpro-
ductive industries which are legacies of
the socialist regime and there i3 the inabil-
ity of the civilian administration. the civil
servants, to operate freely. Everywhere
the milijary is dipping its finger in and not
being efficient.

0: Do vou think membership in the Asso-
ciation of South East Asian nations is hav-
ing a positive or negative impact on
Burma?

A: Asean is not having any positive
impact on Burma. Two years ago, before
they admitted Burma as a permanent
member, they made the point that once
Burma was a member of Asean it would
be more reasonable and they would be ina
better position to influence Burma and
guide it along the right lines.

We argued ‘that we did not think this was
the case. What we thought was that once
Burma had been made a full member of
Asean, which is what they wanted, then
they wouldn’t try any more 1o be good
boys—they would be more oppressive,
and they would just go ahead and do what
they wanted and they wouldn’t really lis-
ten to any advice from the members of
Asean, and I think that this turned out to
be absolutely true. They have turned out
10 be most oppressive between 1998 and
now. The oppression increased noticeably
after they became a member of Asean.
By arvangement with the
International Hevald Tribunc
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YANGON:The Asian diplomat sports a massive ban-
dage on his right thumb, which, after shaking hands, he
explains with a wince, “softball. We have a lot of time
for playing sofiball here™.

Myanmar is not the most active diplomatic posting
these days. The economy is stagnant. And the political
stalcmate that has kept the country a pariah-state for
the past decade is arguably going nowhere.

Western democracies and muliilateral aid organiza-
tions stopped all aid to Myanmar in September, 1988,
in the aftermath of a bloody military crackdown on
pro-democracy demonstrations that left hundreds, if
not thousands, dead in the streets of Yangon. The rul-
ing junta, after staging a general election in May 1990,
that provided a landslide victory to the National
League for Democracy (NLD) party led by opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, has refused to hand over
power to the clected politicians for the past ten years,
and is obviously not about to step aside anytime soon.

One indication is the growth of the Myanmar army
from 180,000 in 1988 10 400,000 now. Another is that
over the past 12 vears, the junta’s involvement in all
sectors of the economy has increased, diplomats said.

When the State Peace and Development Council
(SPDC), formerly called the State Law and Order
Restoration Council (SLORC), came to power in 1988,
it discarded socjalism, or the so-called “Burmese way to
socialism,” introduced by former military strongman
General Ne Win, as the government’s guiding ideology.

They ended Myanmar’s political and economic iso-
lation — or tried to — by inviting foreign investments
and tourists to the country and invested heavily in in-
frastructure, including 108 new bridges, new highways,
railways and more than 100 new dams.

The junta has persuaded 17 out of 18 insurgencies to
¢nd their armed struggle against the government.

pite junta’s efforts Myanmar s
« economy and society stagnate”™

“For the first time in modern history. we hav
brought peace and stability to this country.” said Licu-
tenant Colonel Hia Min, deputy head of the depart-
ment of international affairs at the Office of Strategic
Studies {OS5). Peace and security have comce at a
price. Nobel laureatle Aung San Suu Kyi, daughter of
Myanmar's national independence hero Aung San. is
still perceived by western democracies as the rightful
ruler, along with the NLD's elected legislators.

As long as the junta refuses to start a political dia-
logue with Ms Suu Kyi and the NLD. western aid is on
hold. The junta, while successful at road building with
carvee labour, has failed in providing social services.
Only 75 per cent of the country’s primary school-age
children are attending classes und the country’s univer-
sities have been closed since 1996, after college stu-
dents in Yangon staged a peaceful demonstration.

Whilc third/fourth-year university classes reopened
last year, the junta is still uncertain whether it will allow
first/second-year classes to commence this May, the
start of the school vear. "Our priority is to keep the stu-
dents out of palitics.” said Lt. Col Hla Min. Any sign of
disturbances between now and May and the universi-
ties will stay-closed.

Myanmar’s pariah status abroad makes it difficult
for aid organizations still working in the country to do
their job.“We can’t raise interest in an international
campaipn for condoms to stop the spread of
HIV/AIds,” said Mr Owen Wrigley, in charge of the
HIV/Aids programme at the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP}.

“I need 30 million condoms over the next two years
to tight the epidemic but nobody’s a donor,” he said.
The spread of HIV/Aids has been rapid in Myanmar, a
country with a huge drug addiction problem and a
growing prostitution problem. ra)
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