The motive for the
recent bomb attacks
in Indonesia is tfo
underniine the
nascent democracy,
writes AMIT BARUAH

NIPONESIA IS in the news
once again, tor wrong
reasons. Ridding the
country of Gen. Suharo's
32-yvear-old draconian rule has
not proved sufficient to create
the basis for 4 strong, vibrant
and secular democracy. The
largest Islunic nation with an
evolved and tolerant culture
was a victim of a series of 18
blasts on Christmas eve which
killed 13 persons and wounded
anather 30. The wll would have
been much higher but for the
police intercepting parcel
hombs sent o churches in
Medan, North Sumatra,

As has becume the practice,
no group came forward 1o
claim responsibility —
indicating that the outfit which
carried out the dastardly
attacks was not in a position to
identify itself. The mayhem fits
into a patiern. seen along with
the September 13 artack on the
Jakarta Stock Exchange
building. No group owned up
that attack either,

The motive of these two
strikes as well as the bamb
attack on the Philippine
Ambassador to Indonesia
earlier in the vear was to
utklermine the fledgling
democracy. While the stock
exchange blast was meant 1o
send a signal to foreign
husiness and investors that
Indonesia was not a “'safe”
destination, the Christmas eve
blasts seemed a bid ta provoke
communal vinlence.

Mercitully, Wednesday’s Id-
ul-Firri {as Id-ul-Fitr is known
in indenesia) passed off
peacefully, coming two davs
after Christmas.

‘The fact that churches were
rargeted was no coincidence —
siven the current tensions
aetween Muslims and
Christians in Malukus.

The Lasykar Jehad, which has
wnt a large number of
Jeliadis” to fight the Christians
n the Malukus, has, however,
listanced itself from the bomb
itacks. Condemning the
wnmbings, the Lasvkar said in a
tatement: *“The bombings
hviously Irave political
wances in the background.

Children injured in Jakarta blasts... mindiess mayhem in a fledgling democracy.

The Lasvkar Jehad in this
regard has no involvement in
national political manoeuvres.”
The President, Mr.
Abdurrahman Wahid, has been
at the forefront condemning
the incidents which came a day
before he travelled to [rian Jaya
to participate in Christmas
celebrations in the troubled
province. “These actions {(were
planned) by politically-
maotivated people... while the
perpetrators acted only for
money,” Mr. Wahid was quoted
as telling reporters in Jakarta.
“We must not accuse anyone...
i it's just a matter of making
accusations, | too have suspects
{in mind). bur to announce
them without sirong evidence
wotild only embarrass us.

The problem for the
Government and the police is
that thev have been unable (o
pin previous attacks on any
particular group of individuals.
While allegations have
previously named the remnants
of Gen. Suharto's “New Order”
regime, no hard evidence has
been produced. Pressure seerms
to be mounting on Mr. Wahid
to ensure that the culprits
responsible for the Christmas
eve killings are brought to
book. This is an imperative for
the Government 1o restore irs

credibility. Given the
differences within the
Government and the inability
of the Cabinet to work together
as a team, there is all the more
reason why a guick, credible
investigation should take place
and the guilty should be
brought to boaok.

However, if the past track
record is anything to go by,
suchi @ prospect will appear
untlikely. If the finger is not
pointed at the perpetrators,
then the current feeling that
the Governrmient is nat abie o
govern will only get stronger.
Already, the “missing” Mr.
Tonuny Suharto, convicted son
of Gen. Subarto, has proved a
major crmbarrassment to the
Governiment —- cspecially since
Mr. Wahid had two inexplicahle
meetings with rhe vounges
Suharto.

While miany lument the
absence of “stahiliy' (of the
authoritarian kind) which
allowed cronies to get on with
their business, the larger
Indonesian nation sees the
police inability to arrest Mr.
Tommy Suharto as an
inexcusable failure. There js,
perhaps, & certain inevitability
to the enormons problems
fucing Indanesia — a country
used tw one-man refe for 32

years. the transfer from
despotism (o democracy is
proving painful.

The Christmas eve artacks, in
a sense, sum up the
dimensions of the Indonesian
problem — unseen forces bent
upon destabilising a multi-
religious, albeit Muslim-
dominated nation.

As Mr. Wimar Witoelar,
spokesman for the President,
wld this correspondent after
the pre-Christmas bombings,
the attacks were personally
aimed af the moderate and
tolerant Mr. Wahid himself.

In a sense, Indonesia and My,
Wahid have no option but o
bury the ghosts of dhe past. [
the country is o regain its los
stature, then those responsible
ior the Christmas eve carnage
and other attacks st be
brought to book expeditiously.
The attacks are an open
challenge to the authority of
the Giovernment.

The impunity and apparent
ease with which they were
carried out only go to show the
urgent need lor unified and
effective governance. While
(uestions remain how “ioval”
the securiry establishment is w
the civilian Government, it is
up o the leadership to assert
its authority unambiguously,
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SINGAPORE, DEC. 19. The [ndone-
sian President, Mr. Abdurrahman
Wahdd, wha made & brief visit to
the troubled province of Aceh on
Tuesday, promised te continue
the dialogue process with the re-
bels even after a ceasefire expires
next month.

Mr. Wahid's much-awaited vis-
it was a brief one, The President
spent just three-and-a-half hours
irt Aceh — a consequence of the
bad law and order situation in the
troubled province.

A little before the President ar-
rived in Banda Aceh, the provin-
cial capital, a bomb exploded
outside the main mosque. There
were no casualties. The incident
was one of the many that has
shattered the peace in the restive
pravince eatlier,

Mr. Wahid, who has promised
auionomy o a region which has
been demanding independence,
said at the grand mosque of Ban-
da Aceh: “We will end the hu-
manitarian  pause, but we'll
continue 1© hold dialogue until
Aceh is completely free (from vip-
lence) in the framewanyk of the Re-
public of Indonesia.”

He described rebels belonging
to the Free Aceh Maovement
(known in‘Indonesia by the acro-
nym GAM), as “our brothers”,
and said the military should not

© be harsh against them. The Presi-

dept, known as a moderate and
humanist, was quoted as saying:
“T ask the Government apparatus
not to treat people as their ene-
mies, treat them as friends.”

xtends ({);ive

eh’rebels

Mr. Wahid, who was both frank
and humaorous in his speech, said:
“As the President, I feel the most
bitter because ] could not change
this. 1f 1 was not a Muslim, ! would
have committed suicide because
of the bitterness.”

Accompanying the President
was the Senjor Security Minister,
Mr. Suvsilo Bambang Yudhoyono,
the mititary chief, Admiral Wido-
do Adisucipto, the national police
chief, Gen. Suroyo Bimantoro,
and 16 ambassadors from 0OIC
countries,

Interestingly, the indonesian
Gavernment abandoned a plan to
announce” the imposition of the
Shariat in Aceh. Earlier, it had
been made known that Mr. Wahid
would announce the enforcement
of the Shariat in the province.
There has been mounting pres-
sure on Mr. Wahid to take a more’
hardline approach to the rebels in
Aceh. One result of the pressure |
has been the statement that the |
humanitarian pause will not be
extended.

There have also been asgertions
that human righis viclations con-
tinue in Aceh despite the “'soft”
approach taken by the President.

According to available informa-
tion, there are different pulls and
pressures within the [ndonesian
estahlishment which have made
the pursuit of a consistent policy
difficult,

Also, there are reports that the
military is unhappy with the Pres-
ident's approach and wants a
more proactive line to be taken by
the rebels in Aceh and other parts
of the archipelago.
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w" Verdict tri

f\‘/’{) By Amit Baruah
SINGAPORENSEPT. 28. The Jakarta court that on
Thursday W®ismissed the corruption case
against the former President, Gen. Suharto, in-
volving the alleged embezzlement of $§ 576
millions, was in fact scheduled to decide only
whether or not the accused was medically fit
to stand trial. The court, however, threw out
the case in a surprise verdict.

Patitical analysts in jakarta were guick to
point out that a new problem had arisen for
the President, Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid, and
his Government. There appears to be little
doubt that the reformist students, who have
already taken to the streets, will unleash all
‘their forces against the court verdict.

"The panel of judges rules that the case of
H.M. (Haji Mohammad) Suharto cannot be
accepted and frees defendant .M. Suharto
from his city arrest and returns the dossier of
the case in the name of defendant HL.M. Suhar-
to to the prosecutors,”’ the presiding judge,
Mr. Lalu Mariyun, said in his ruling.

The decision came after an “independent”
team of dectors announced that Gen. Suharto
was “permanently’” unfit to stand trial.

“The entire clinical psychiatric and psycho-
geriatric findings show that H.M. Subarto is
mentally unfic for trial... seen from the phys-
ical or mental aspects, he (Subarto) is pro-
nounced in an unfit condition to be tried and
this unfit for trial condition is of a permanent
nature,” a doctor who examined him, said.

The court verdict, which sparked protests
on the streets, also drew adverse comments
from analysts. A new conflict may be scen in
Indonesia. The reforming students and ordi-
nary people are very unhappy,” Mr. Arbi Sanit,
who teaches at the University of Indonesia,
told this correspondent from Jakarta

Stating that there could be a link between
the Supreme Court order sentencing Mr.
Tommy Suharto, the former President’s son,
and today's verdict, Mr. Sanit said the count
had shown it was only “concerned with Su-
harto’s rights, nat those of the Indonesian
people’”. Tt appeared that the medical opinion
given today was tailor-made to permit the re-
lease of Gen. Suhartw, who was forced by ag-
itating studenrs to quit office in May 1998 in
the midst of the South-East Asian economic
crisis.

Democratic elements in the Indonesian so-
ciety have long argued that sick or not. Gen.

g
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ggers street clashes

Protestérs kick a suppbrtér of fhe. fofmér i.ndon'esm.n Presi-der-lt, Geﬁ. Suharto (

in front of the Agricultural Department, the venue of the Suharto trial, in south
Jakarta on Thursday. Hundreds of students and residents attacked scores of Suharto
supporters and torched a bus outside the court. — Reuters

Suharto must be forced to stand trial. Whether
such an opinton is valid or not is quite another
matter: but those who have suffered at the
hands of the former dictator are unlikely to be
satisfied with anything else.

The verdict is also likely to have major ram-
ifications for the Wahid Government. The re-
formists want Gen. Suharto and rthe rest of the
one-time “first family" brought to justice for
corruption and human rights violations.

That the trial of Gen. Suharto was a "sensi-
tive” matter for the Government was clear
from the start, Mr. Wahid had gone as far as to
say that if the former President was convicted,
he would immediately pardon him. The Jakar-
ta court, however, has ensured that Mr. Wuhid
will not need to exercise himself in extending

the pardon.

The court ruling is also likely to hamper any
further legal action against Gen. Subario as
the doctors have ruled that he is "permanent-
Iy unfit to stand trial, However, reformist ele-
ments are likely to nrount as much pressure a4s
they can on the Government to initiate further
proceedings against Gen. Suhartn,

1 is o be seen whether the bommb attacks
that have taken ptace on key days in the Su-
harte trial fincluding the one at the office of a
human rights organisation in Jakarta yester-
day! will now come 1o a halt,

Any suggestion that a grand compromise
has been arrived at with the erstwhile “first

lamily™ is also likely to create probleras in the
weeks and months ahead. 5



~>Clashes after court "
breather for Suharto

Jakarta, Sept. 28 (Reuters): An
Indonesian court today ruled for-
met autocrat Suharto was too ill
to stand trial for corruption, all
but ending efforts to punish him
for widespread graft and abuses
during his army-backed rule.

In a decision that triggered
street clashes and raised fears of
further viclence following & spate
of bomb blasts that have coincided
with the case, thes court also lifted
Suharto’s city arrest order, ailow-
ing him to travel anywhere. Pros-
ecutors said they would lodge an
1ppeal.

But they face an uphiil battle

dfter independent doctors told the

Scuth Jakarta court the 79-year-
old former President, who has suf-
fered three strokes since stepping
down in 1998, had the comprehen-
sion of a young child and was unfit
to stand trial.

“The court has decided that
the criminal case of Suharto can-
not be accepted,” said chief judge
Lalu Marivun. “Therefore the
case is closed.”

On the volatile streets of Jakar-
ta, the reaction was quick.

Troops were forced to fire
warning shots above the heads of
scores of outraged students as
they headed toward Suharto’s lux-
ury home in central Jakarta. The

students fled, but later burnt a mo-
torcycle after earlier torching a
bus.

Local residents then tried to at-
tack two plainclothes security of-
fictals nearby, who were forced to
draw pistols and fire shots in the
air to protect themselves.

Earlier, at least 10 students
and local residents were beaten by
police near the court venue after
throwing molotov cocktails at se-
curity forces. Two local journal-
ists have also been hospitalised
after being beaten by police.

Some 600 pro-Suharto loyalists
have since gathered near the ex-
autocrat’s home in anticipation of
the students, who witnesses said
had regrouped and were heading
to his residence.

Wahid abroad again

The latest turmoil strikes In-
donesia at a time when President
Abdurrahman Wahid is on yet an-
other overseas trip.

Wahid’s frequent
abroad since taking power 11
months ago have won him few
friends, especially with Indonesi-

a’s international standing at such -

a low ebb because of pro-Jakarta
militias cansing havoc in West
Timor, Troops began asking the
gangs to hand in weapons today,
and said they would use force
from tomorrow.

China coal mine
blast kills 36

Beijing, Sept. 28 (Reuters): A gas
explosion in 4 coal mine in south-
western China has killed 36 min-
ers and trapped another 122 un-
derground, the official Xinhua
news agency said today.

Eighty-three people were also
hurt in the blast that ripped
through Muchonggou coal mine
in Shuicheng province on last
evening. Hundreds of rescue
workers weretrying torestore the
air supply in a bid to save the
stranded miners. Xinhua gave no
further details about the cause of
the blast.

A team headed by the minister
of the state economic and trade
commission, Sheng Huaren, was
on its way to the disaster site, Chi-
na's coal mines have an abysinal
safety record, with thousands
killed in accidents every year. Bei-
jing has pledged to improve safety
and close down thousands of small
unregulated pits.

forays
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them ta press on with thep
hunt for the fugitive voungest
son of the former leader
Hutomo “Tommy™ Mandala
Pulra. &  multimiilionaire
businessman, has been on the
run for more than two weeks
evading an 18-monih prison
sentence for corruption,

Police have so far failed fo
trace him despite orders from
the President that he be put
behind bars.

National police chief, Gen Bi-
mantoro Surojo said detectives
wiil start interrogating Tom-
my’s family and other relatives
from Monday. “The President
asked me to continue the
manhunt for Tommy.” Mr
Bimantore said after a briet
meeting with President Wahid.

The members of the prospe-
rous  Suharlo clan  claim
they don’t know where Tommy
is. Some of their homes have
already been searched by
officers whe have denied
bungling the case or going =oft
on Mr Suharto’s family.

Tommy's disappearance is

proving to be a majon
ernbarrassment for the crisis
ridden 13-month-old Wahic
administration.
Anwar case: (Government pro
secutors will  review [
remainming  charges  agains
jaided Malaysian  politician
Auvwar  lbrahim after th
appeals against his corruptio
and sodomy convictions ar
over,
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7/ The Indonesian
~ President celebrates
the completion of one
year in office with
more enemies than
ever as talk of
impeachment is

whispered in the q‘

cortidars of power.

SUSAN SIM reportsdv

NODONESIAN President

IAhdurrahman Wahid has
been lelling insiders this
new joke for some weeks

now: “Theve are three bodies

beginning wilh the initials
AS which do not like me. Adi
Sasono, Ainerika Serikat and
Aryanti Sitepa.”

He intones this before
erupiing into laughter, in
reference 1o a former friend-
turned-foe who was a minis-
ter in the Habibie govern-
ment, the USA and the
woman who claimed to have
had an adultercus affair
with him in 1996.

He can now add another AS
to the list: Alip Suwondo. Mr
Suwundo, as everyone
knows, is the masseur who
allegedly bamboeozled a
Bulog sfficial into giving him
3a billion rupiah under the
guise of presidential authori-
ty.
My Wahid went on the run
as soon as the public, and
the palice, became interested
in knowing who benefited
from his scam, and was
arrested unly last Saturday.
And now, even the insiders
are wortied he might be able
to provide a hostile Parlia-
ment wilth the excuse it hag
been looking {or to prove the
President's unsuitability to
govern,

Perhaps fur the {irst time,

the guoestion “Can he be
nnpeached for this?” is being
whispeved in the corvidors of

power with some urgency.
For, unlike carlier false
alarms, the President has
recently made guite a num-
ber of enemies among those
who might have interesting
tales to tittle-tattle, includ-
ing a couple of police chiefs,
one of whom might think he
lost his job for arresting Mr
Suwonda.

But the President is mark-
ing his first anniversary in
power, bhsslully doing what
hie likes hest —~ habnobbing
with fellow werld Jeaders.
Although Indonesiaus might
guibble vver whether his
conztant tiavels provide good
yvadue for woney.there is no
doubi hie is the country's best
salesman.

The government can ¢laim

Wahid gets a m@gﬁrﬁl

Indonesian student protesters Yook on from hehing a banner criticising

Ahdurrahman Wahid {above right), popularly called Gus Dur, near the
presidential patace in Jakarta on Thursday, Demonstrators had gatbered there

to demand his

a- S
some justifiable credit for ils
success Lhis week in per-
suading the Consultative
Group on Indonesia to pour
more money down a seem-
ingly bottemless pit.

Mr Rizal Ramli's economic
team worked hard to project
an image of policy coherence
and accountability, and Mr
Susilo Bambang Yudhuy-
uno's security group took
some hard collective deci-
sions the President would
not take, like urdering the
arrest of a notovious Bast
Timorese militia leader
whose continued liberty had
irked donor countries.

But, in truth, there was no
way the CGJI would not lend
the Wahid government the
$4.8 billion, not nnless donor
countries wanted {o give his
enemies the green light to
unseat him, and watch the
democratic process unravel
(angd lose all hope of ever
recovering the % 60 billion
Jakarta already vwes).

Mr Wahid might be angry
over not being on Washing-
ton’s A-list after his recent
tongue-lashing {rom US
Secretary of State Made-
leine Albright — she took
umbrage at his sexist
remark that Vice-President
Megawati Sukarnopuliri
needed to shower while the
new Cabinet was being
announced in Aungust — but
he knows they still consider
him their best friend in
Indonesia.

If nothing else, Mr Wahid
epitomises for a slightly
parancid West a moderate
Islam that is beating back
the hard cdge of Iskamic fun-
damentalism that others like
Adi Sasuvne  and  even
Assembly Speaker Atsien
Rais svmielines represent.

regignasdn on the gye of his first year in power. — AP/PTI
B R

But it is always a mistake to
boast at home of one's utility
to the West. And Mr Wabid
did precisely that when
Parliament leaders came 1o
his palace for consultations
on 10 October.

Ministers present said he
spoke behind closed doors far
more than two hours about
the goodwill and investments
he had earned for Indonesia
on his foreign trips, cblivious
of the rising tension in the
TOOIML,

When it was time for legis-
lators to speak, Deputy
Speaker A M Fatwa laun-
ched a blistering attack.
“Why would any country ask
you to solve their conflicts
when you cannot solve
Indonesia’s? Don't you
realise they are only enter-
taining you?,” he shouted as
a total silence descended on
ﬂée room, a minister recount-
ed.”

“I suggest,” the politician
from Mr Rais’ National
Mandate Party (PAN)con-
ciuded after an hour, “that
you pray for guidance as to
whether you can hold on to
your job if you change your
behaviour or whether yaou
should vesign.”

Then Mr Fatwa added a
caveat that stunned the
entire room: “If vou decide to
continue, it is better you
have a psychiatrist by your
side to whisper to you.”

It was onily at this point
that Parliament Speaker
Akbar Tandjung cut him
off another minister said
later.

1t is the Parliament’s fixa-
iion to recycle the same old
issues. Without any clear
ideological divide or policy
differences to justify their
antipathy towards tLhe

President, politicians like Mr
Fatwa are focusing on char-
acter issues,

And iheir no-holds-barred
tactics are iolerated and tac-
itly encouraged by party
leaders who see themselves
in a zero-sum game vis-a-vis
the President — when he’s
up, they gain nothing. A year
ago, thege same party lead-
ers thought they had every-
thing to gain, and nothing to
lose, if Mr Wahid becam

President with their votgs.
— The Straits Time s1e
News Network.
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~~ Pact mooted to reduce
w1 U.S. influence? \ &

By Amit Bargah

SINGAPORE, OCT. 24. The Indone-
sian Defence Minister, Mr., Mo-
hammad Mahfud, has proposed
a defence pact with India, China
and Japan to counter American
influence in the region.

“If Indonesia, India, China
and Japan unite to set up a joint
defence pact, the U.5. would be
limp. The U.S. can be arrogant
but I'm considering cooperation
with other countries,” Mr. Mah-
fud was quoted as saying.

The Minister’s statements are
a clear sign of his frustration
with the American role in Indo-
nesia.

Mr, Mahfud recently claimed
that the 1.5, Ambassador to In-
donesia, Mr. Robert Gellbard,
pressured him to appoint a par-
ticular individual as the new Ar-
my Chief of Staff, a charge that
the Americans denied.

While talking about such the
pact and the mechanics of
achieving it are two different is-
sues, Mr. Mahfud’s remarks are
a clear signal to the U.S. about
its policies.

Asked whether he had sought
the Indonesian President, Mr,
Abdurrahman Wahid's consent
before floating the idea, the
Minister replied: “The President
is an easy going person. He just
said go ahead.”

“As a sovereign country, Indo-
nesia should find other alterna-
tives. We don’t want to be
coniinuously pressured by the
U.S.,"" Mr. Mahfud, a personal
choice of the President as De-
fend » Minister, said.

Though ideas of cooperation
between India and other coun-
tries have been suggested earli-
er, Mr. Mahfud's statement is
the first concrete suggestion
emanating from Indonesia —
that of a defence agreement.

Clearly, a couple of the coun-
tries mentioned by Mr. Mahfud
will be far from pleased about
the proposal — specially as the
“pact” is directed against the
U.S. and its influence in the re-
gion.

It is, indeed, strange that the
U.S., which cheerfully cooperat-
ed in all kinds of areas with its
protege, Gen. Suharto, today
does not even maintain mili-
tary-to-military relations with
Indonesia.

While the question of East
Timor and the havoc caused by
pro-Indonesian militias is a cru-
cial one, American policy to-
wards the fledgling democracy
appears to be that of applying
pressure and more pressure.

That Indonesia does not
speak with one voice was made
clear by the Coordinatirig Minis-
ter for Politics, Social Affairs and
Security, Mr. Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono.

“Everybody knows that after
the Cold War, it’s no longer rele-
vant to form a military pact,”
Mr. Yudhoyono, a man well
liked by the Americans, was
quoted as saying.

Mr, Mahfud, in another sign
of tension with the U.S,, recently
alleged that an American na-
tional, Mr. Aaron Ward Meness,
arrested by Indonesian author-
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ities and deported on Sunday,
could have been involved in es-
pionage activities in the trou-
bled Irian Jaya province.

“The U.8. citizen....was arrest-
ed on October 21, but he was
taken by the 11.5. Ambassador to
Jakarta when he was about to be
deported at Soekarno-Hatta (Ja-
karta) airport,” Mr. Mahfud
maintained.

In response, the U.S. embassy
in Jakarta has regretted the De-
fence Minister's statement and
other recent ‘‘false charges”
against America and its Ambas-
sador.

"Together these charges sug-
gest a dangerous pattern of dis-
information that is creating a
climate of anti-Americanism in
Indonesia and undermining the
warmth and close relationship
that Indonesia and the U.S. have
enjoyed for many years,” the
embassy statement said.

Mr. Mahfud's statements and
the strident American response
only go to reflect the delicate na-
ture of the relationship between
the two coumntries.

American representatives had
earlier warned Indonesia that
multilateral funding would be
stopped if action was not taken
against the militias operating
from West Timor.

While that assistance has,
mercifully, gone through in the
form of a $4.8 billion package,
the tensions with the 15.S. re-
main.

Local equations could have a
lot to do with the current events
of statement and counter-state-
ment. ’



_Wahid orders arrest of Suharto

By Amit Baruar%‘ Rﬁw Nx
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SINGAPORE, SEPT. 15. Th

stan President, Mr. Abdurrahman
Wahid, has ordered the arrest of
Mr. Tommy Suharro, son of for-
mer dictator, Gen. Subarto, in
connection with o bomb attack.

“In the Cahinet meeting yester-
day, | ordered the (police} 10 ar-
rest Tommy Suharto in relation to
the bomb case,” Mr. Wahid told a
religious gathering in jakarta to-
day. It was not immedialely clear
whether the “bomb case” the
President was referring to was
Wednesday's explosion al the Ja-
karta stock exchange building
which killed 15 persons.

The President also warned that
more places had been targeted for
explosions. Apart from the attack
on the stock exchange, the Philip-
pine Ambassador 1o Indonesia
was injured in a powerful blast
and the office of the Attorney-
General was targeted.

At vesterday’s Cabinet meeting,
Mr. Wahid told his colleagues that
he was determined (o bring the
perpetrators to justice. ' want
the potice chief and the Attorney-
General not to hesitate to act
against suspects regardless  of
their position or status,” the Pres-
ident maintained. “There ar¢ nn

Mr. Hutomo Mandala Putra (also known as Tommy), the
youngest son of the former Indonesian President, Gen. Suharto,
surrounded by mediapersons before entering a court in Jakarta

for his corruption trial in this April 12, 1999 fite photo. — AP

sacred cows in this country,’” Mr.
Wahid was quoted as telling the
religious gathering.

There is little doubrt that Mr.
Wahid's inove to arrest Mr. Tom-
mry Suharto will be welcomed by

the people. However, it is not
clear whether the “arrest” is be-
ing backed by evidence of Mr.
Tommy Suharto's invelvement in
the bombing.

However, the President’s move
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Ldl’] alqo be interpreted asla des-
perate measure where repeated
questions are being raised about
the civilian Government's|ability
to run in the strife-torn cpuntry.
Wednesday's blast at the sthek ex-
change building and the Jrecent
bratal murder of three U.N. staff-
ers in West Timor have only gone
to underline the country's help-
lessness at the growing violence,

Senior Ministers have openly-
begun to speak of the inyolve-
ment of Gen, Subarto’s support-
ers in the latest round of violence
but have failed to provide any
concrete proof. The Attorney-
General, Mr. Marzuki Darusman,
has gone as far as 1o say that the
police investigations have stop-
ped at some influential sections
of the military. Sections of a poor-
ly-paid military. which nor so
long ago had one of Gen. Suhar-
t0's sons-in-law as a top com-
mander, is still reported to be
backing remnanis of the old, dic-
tatorial regime.

Incidentally, Wednesday's
bomb blast came a day before a
hearing in the corruption trial in-
volving Gen. Suharto. The tormer
General, who failed to turn up,
will now be brought hefore the
judges as a consequence of a
court order.
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WAKE UP CALL/,

For Indonesia’s Wahid lf\’b On

1"5 true that Abdurrahman Wahid took on the challen O\Q \

being Indonesia’s first elected President in four decades in a
bit of # mess. In July this year, government auditors came up
with the revelation that 46 per cent of the country’s state
funds, roughly 11 times the amount promised by the IMF, had
vanished without a trace, during the 1998-99 fiscal vear.
Wahid was not then in charge and, therefore, is not being
blamed. But neither his management of the economy, nor the
pursuit of offenders has left the country’s parliament satisfied.
He got into a major row with the Housze of Representatives
over the sacking of the State Enterprise and Trade and
Industry ministers, when he said that the law empowering the
House to summon him for an explanation was ultra vires the
1945 constitution. He later apologised and then kicked up a
fresh row when he said that he would be pursuing some
important legislators for aiding and abetting sectarian and
separatist violence, It is known that relations between him
and Amien Rais, Chairman of the Peopte’s Consultative As-
gembly, which has the power to remove him, are not good and
commentators read a strong political message to the latter.

By all accounts, Wahid hasn't been a very effective presi-
dent, a fact he himself partially acknowledged when he hand-
ed over what he called “daily technical duties” to Vice-
President Megawati Sukarnoputri. He is almost blind and his
concentration is often under stress. The Assembly now has
some ammunition on him: a 35 billion rupiah diversion from
the state food agency and a $2 billion gift from the Sultan of
Brunei. If not handled properly, this can lead to impeachment.
Parliament has already deputed 50 legislators to investigate
the two scandals. Wahid took some of the pregsure off when he
made a conciliatory speeeh before the Assembly in August, but
if he doesn’t show results in the economy scon, these threals
may crystatize. A}l ministers handling the economy resigned,
new faces were inducted, but the Jakarta stock exchange
refused to respond. Earlier, the central bank governor and the
government’s principal intermediary with the IMF were also
sacked by Wahid for reasons having te do with reducing the
imfluence of Megawati’s PDI-P in the government, Wahid gives
the impresgfon of not having a grip on his government and
often seepis puzzled by his own authority. He looks increas-
ingly agthough he can’t run the country.
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/Sfudents take
4" , to streets .

I w
ASSOCIATED PRESS é, 9 W?]M
JAKARTA, April 1. — Hundreds mgp otesters rallied today to

protest against hikes in the prices of electricity and public trans-
port, a day after the government backed down on a plan to raise
fuel costs.

The government’s move, announced by President Abdurrahman
Wahid, defused plans by student and labour groups to mount
massive protests in the capital and other cities.

The last time the government pushed up gasoline prices by cut-
ting fue! subsidies, Indonesians teok Lo the streets in bloody riots
that custed President Suharto.

Altheugh pslice coinmanders said they planned a massive secu-
rity operation. no palice were visible ai teday’s peaceful protest by
about 500 studenis and workers.

Ther gathered in front of the national parliament building in
downtown Jakarta carrying banners reading: “We demand free
education” “No price rises” and “Down with capitalism”,

In a separate protest, about 200 people rallied outside the resi-
dence of lormer President Suharto, demanding that he be tried for
alleged corruption.

“Hang Suharto,” shouted the demonsirators. The fermer dictator
has defied repeated sumnions to appear for questioning by state
prosecutors,

iAttorneys for Mr Suharto say he will ignore a third summons,
but have invited state prosecutors to his home to conduct inter-
views, according to reports today, adds DPA.]

The government said the cost of elactricity and public transport
world go up as planned. The attempt to reduce government subsi-
dies 1s due to preasure from international lenders who want to see
Indonesia become a more market-oriented economy. ,

Indonesia is a net exporter of oil and though it majntains mas-
sive subsidies on both fuel and electricity, the higher world oil
prices are an uncxpecied windfall for the government as it tries to
pull the nation out of its worst economic crisis in a generation,

The International Monetary Fund last week delaved the dis-
bursement of $ 400 million for Indonesia because the government
has not met a host of deadlines laid out in its programme with e
fund.
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" BORDERLINE CASE

e pa AN L,

: . . . \ £~
t:‘,\f % Eastand Westin Timar ¢ & “*“g\

LIF T in East Timer is an enduring catastrophe, R?ughly
80,000 homes were destroyed in the violence unleashed by
pro-Jakarta militias, backed by the Indonesian Army, last
year, very few of which have been rebuilt. Much of the infra-
structure iy gone and most of the population remains unem-
ployed. The Timorese desperately need foreign assistance to
help them rebuild their country. Foreign investors, of course, !
are unenthusiastic because of the situation created hy fre- |
quent cross-border raids. The UN refugee operations in that |
part of the island have been brought to a dead halt; the border |

|

i

|

I

is held precarionsly by the 7000 UN peacekeeping troops. \*
The problem is obviously with the Indonesian Army \whli
doesn’t seern interested in keeping its part of the deal. Ther
has heen no effort to disarm the militias or even to rein them °
in, without which their stranglehold en the refugees remain- |

' ing in the camps in West Timor cannot be broken. The fear of !

reprisal is undoubtedly being kept alive. The capital, Dili, is -
not far from the border and was a renegade stronghold before
independence. Tensions also exist between the refugees that

| returned, loyalties suspect, and those who remained behind.
The installation of a universal franchise regime will go some

way in alleviating these tensions, by giving a voice to all par-

. ties, but before that some kind of arrangement has to be

reached with the militias. Secretary General Kofi Annan has
spoken to Abdurrahman Wshid at the millenniur summit;
the Indonesian President must have given his usual seporific
assurances. There is @ guestion mark over how wmueh influ-
ence Wahid has over the Indonesian Army which he needs for
all kinds of other paramilitary situations. East Timor will take

" some time to raise its own troops and even then may not be

able to effectively counter the [ndonesian Army’s proxy

| aggression. The only answer, therefore, is international pres-
!' qure on Jakarta. Plus some money for East Timor. S



GRAFT CHARGES / CASE ADJOURNED, EOURT SEEKS MEDICAL OPINION

fakarta colrt today, with his lawyers claiming
that he was too il to attend the trial.

A five-judge court adjourned today's hear-
ing until September 14, calling upon both “in-
dependent’” and Gen. Suharto’s doctors to
explain their case in simple language to the
court at the next hearing.

Refecting 2 geperal sense of disappoint-
ment, some of the 400 members of the audi-
ence in the make-shift courtroatn hooced when
Gen. Suharte's lawyers announced that their
client wauld not be present for the bearing,

The public prosectitor, Mr. Muchtar Arifin,
twice called on the accused, “Suhara alias
Haji Mohammad Suharte” to present himself,
but to noe avail.

A listle distance from the courtroom, stu-
dent protesters were wild with rage as the
news filtered 1o them that the man they love to
hate was not going to submit to the law of the
tand.

“This is a farce, a svap opera,” shouted one
student feader, while others catled for “re-
form, revohution .

When the proceedings began at 10 aamn. in
the auditarium of the Agricalture Ministry,
Gen. Suharro's lawyers said their client would
nat be attending. " Twenty-three doctors have
conducted a medical examination and came
1 the conelusion that our client is an ailing

state and therefore, our client cannot 1ake part
in the trial,” Mr. Juan Felix Tampubolon, the
jeading defence lawyer, told the bench.

“On Thursday, August 31, 2000, at 6 a.m.
tlocal time), an examination has heen con-
ducted on the patient... (Gen. Suharto) is cur-
rently in a sick condition... since June 20, 1999,
(hel has suffered three strokes and is stiil un-
der the threat of fmpending, recurring
strokes,” the former President’s doctors
claimed in their opinion,

The docrors clairmed that Gen, Subarto was
sulfering from hypertension, irregular heart-
beat, kidney problems, diabetes and “other
ailments”. An “independent” panel of doctors
also presented their opinion, wherein they
claimed that while Gen. Suharto was sick, he
was not too sick to attend the trial.

Gen. Suharto’s lawyers claimed that they
cowld nat tell whether “what he says is what
he thinks”. When presented with this opinion.
the court first adjourned the proceedings for
10 minutes, and then rose for the day, calling
upont the doctors to be present at the next
sitting.

The public prosecutor also demanded that
Gen. Suharto subject himself to a “second
opinion'’. The coury, however, did not rule on
the issue, preferring to summon the doctors
who had presented their view first.

Hundreds of ordinary persons and media-
persons were present, both inside and outside
the court-room, for what must be one of the
maost significant trials n Indonesia’s 55-vear-

1E INDY
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" Suharto too ill to attend trial

long post-independence history.

Gen. Subario’s absence from the trial has
angered the student community, which was
instrumental in obtaining his resignation in
May 1998, which led to the establishment of a
democratic svstem of governance in the coun-
1y,

The police and seowity forces, who were
present in strengily, made no effort 1o stop the
protesters from sining outside the gates of the
Mindstry, whose premises house the auditori-
wm-turned-courtioatt,

ey Subario sick or not, try Mr. Dyacuda,”
somwe of the posters held by the students said,
standing fivm even as rain felf from the skies.

Unlike what has happened in the last few
days, there were no “pro-Svhario” protests at
the venue of the ial, though some 20 demon-
styators loyal so bim rallied outside the former
President’s residence.

There ix Hule doubt that the Suharto case
has beeome a battle field for his lawyers and
dartors, who it is clear, will make every effort
to keep himy away from the rial.

In the days and weeks abead, the former
dictaror’s livyers will use every legal and
medical ruse to prevent their client from at-
tending the trial, while the presecution has
signalled that it will apposes such etfores.

While the President, My, Abdurrahman Wa-
hid, has announced that e will pardon Gen.
sulareo if there is a conviction, the Govern-
ment {s aware that going through with the trial
I8 NeCessary.



‘iranto not a suspect in-

East Timor %j{)t pro

FROM TOMISOETJIPTO

Jakarta, Sept. 1 (Renters): In-
donesia today named three gener-
als as suspects in its probe into the
violence that followed last year's
East Timor independence vote but
immediately came under pres-
sure to go higher up the military
chain of command.

The list of 1% names did not in-
clude some top generals, includ-
ing Indonesias military chief at
the time, Wiranto, who human
rights activists insist had a hand
in the svstematic destruction of
East Timor after most of the popu-
lation voted a year aga to end 23
vears of often brutal Indonesian
rule,

Alsa absent were the names of
some of the most notorious of the
pro-Jakarta militia leaders whao,
with Indonesian military back-
ing. launched a campaign of ter-
ror in the tiny territory after the
result of the August 30 vote was
announced.

The attorney-general’'s office
named the three generals — for-
mer regional military comman-
der Major-General Adam Damiri.
former East Timor military com-
mander Brigadier-General Tono

Suratman and ex-East Timor po-
lice chief Brigadier-Generaj Tim-
bul Silaen.

The others named included a
former East Timor Jakarta-ap-
pointed governor Abilio Scares as
well as mostly middle-ranking
military officers who used ta be
hase in Kast Timor's hardest-hit
areas.

“The list is verv unsatisfacto-
ry, especially becanse Wiranto is
not on the list,” Asmara Nababat,
secretary-general of Indonesia’s
Human Rights Commission told
Reuters.

“We are talking about gross vi-
alation against humanity and
Wiranto. who was at the top of the
command }ine at that time, was
exciuded. (I} indicates that In-
donesia still faces a lot of palitical
censtraints,” he said,

The majority of Kast Timorese
were foreed from their homes and
much of the impoverished territo-
ry's infrastructure was laid to
waste in the vielence in which
hundreds are thought to have
died.

Multinational trpops were
eventually sent in to bring under
control the former Portuguesc
calony which Indonesia invaded

THE TELIGRAPH

€

in 1975. The territorw s npw under
United Nations admistration.

The initial international reac-
tion was modestlv enthusiastic,

“Tthink it 15 a good bheginnming,
¥You have heard some say it foli
short of expectations. It 1s true”
tiead of the United Nations opera-
tion in East Timor, Sergio Vielra
de Metllo. told reparters during a
visitto Jakarta.

But he said it was difficult to
expect Jakarta to resolve the issue
at its [irsr attempt and (ool heart
from a pledge by Indonesian atror-
ney-general Marzuki Daresman
that the investigations would con-
tinue.

Indonesia has been under
strong international pressure to
put on trial thase responsible for
the viglence or face the threat of
an international rribunai.

De Mello's comments were
echoed by Nobel peace laureate
and key Hast  Timorese
independence leader -inse Ramos-
Harta.

“lt's a good start, but we now
have to wait to see how far the
process will go in order to satisfy
those who expect justice,” he told
Reuters hy telephaone from Fast
Timaor,




Winds of change, //
Indonesia

sweep

C\By Amit Baruah )ﬁ\) A

JAKARTA) SEPT. 2. A new democracy
is gradually replacing the "new
order” Government of Gen. Su-
harto in Indonesia, Replete with
challepges, this “"new democra-
ey in Indonesia is under con-
stant test from within.

After 32 long vears of the "new
order”, a free Indonesian people
are able to express their views and
articulate their concemns. In the
towns and villages, there is 4 new
glasnost, which can be felt by vis-
1aors

The celebration of demaocracy;
the spirit of vhange is evident
From students 1o workers, cvery-
ane has something to say about
their country and Government, a
sign of a vibrant, though troubled,
nation.

Expectations are high among
the  people for constitutional
changes and reforms i the bu-
reaneracy, a task which proves to
pe quite daunting for the new
(ahinet of the President, Mr. Ab-
durrahman Wahid.

It is not as if Mr. Wahid (better
know by his nickname of “Gus
Dury doesn't have his share of
critics. But, in real terms, despite
the fact that his party has a mi-
auscule share of seats in Parkia-
ment, the TINA (there is- no
alternative} factor operates heavi-
ly in his favour.

Also. the President has benefic-
ed as 4 result of differences be-
tween the Golkar Party, tied to
Gern. Suharto, and the Vice-Presi-
dent, Ms. Megawati Sukarnopu-
tri's Indonesian Democratic Pasty
of Struggle (PDT-P).

In Jakarta, critics of the new
Government abound. They be-
moan the lack of leadership, the
inability 10 provide governance.
1Tuman rights activists bave taken
the Wahid Government to task for
not naming the then Army com-
mander, Gen. Wiranto, as an ac-

cused responsible for last vear's

violence in East Timaor.

A former Governor of the prov-
ince, however, is amoeng the 19
accused by the Government, &
step necessary to moect growing
international criticisim for Indo-
nesia’s perceived lailure vot o
bring the culprits to book.

In a sense, this decision of the
Government is quintessential of
the new democracy. Halt steps

to take firm root in the country.
Almaost evervone lived under the
shadow of Gen, Suharto, and it
will take time to reform State in-
stitutions.

The decision to gradually phase
out the military from heing repre-
sented in the Peaple’s Consulta-
tive Assembly (MPR), which efects
the President, also reflects that
“phasing out” is possible, out-
right removal is not.

if the President and Ms. Megga-
wati can develop a good working
partnership, foliowing the latest
devolution of duties to the Vice-
President, backed by a team of
Ministers who have good coordi-
nation, then some of the pres-
sures on lndonesia will reduce.

“Domestic stability bas still to
he achieved. 1 cannot say with any
degree of certainty whether Mr.
wahid wiil be President in 2004
(when elections are due). it de-
pends on his performance and
the ability to work together,” a
political science Professor in Ja-
karta told this correspondent.

“The new Cabinet has a better
chance of succeeding as it is peo-
pled by the President’s numinees,
The last one was pulling in differ-
ent directions. Of course, we must
wait to evaluate the performance
of the new team,” a newspaper
editor maintained.

A country, which has major
problems in Aceh, Irian Jaya and
Maluky, needs a sensitive leader-
ship, a team which can help heal
the wounds of the past and, si-
multaneously, develop hitherto
neglected regions of the conntry
iike Irian Jaya.

“Yes, it is true that the island of
Java has exploited other parts of
the country {archipelago). We
need ta change atl that. The Gov-
ernment must hold talks with
these regions and a new autono-
my must be devolved. 1f this is not
done soon, then things could get
difficult in the months and years
ahead,” the Professor stated.

The Government's handling of
{he Suharto trial has also drawn
considerable flak. Critics  point
out that the former dictator, who
is genuinely said to be ill, is not
being tried for his crimes as head
of State. The corruption charges
don't relate 1o his duties as Presi-
dent, but as head of some Gov-
ernimnent-linked foundations.

are taken, often under pres- ———————————— "

sure, Democracy s tuking
the first faltering steps in a
country bent by the burden | ©
of authoriarianism,
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their say, there is litde doulby
that demacracy needs time
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By Amit Baruah

E, SEPT. 7. The Unit Na—
ay evacuated 196 mem-
its staff working in West
Indonesia, following yes-
,terday lynching of three workers
in the border town of Atambua,
" The evacuation came as the ln-
donesian Coordinating Minister
for Polisical and Security AHairs,
Lt. Gen Susil B\lmbang Tudhoyo-
no {Reid), said in lakarta that he
couid not rule ont “political ma-
tives” behind the incident.
. The UIN. staffers were pulled
ague both by air and by read as it
Became clear that the operations
&f the organisation had become
ienable after the incident,

%Whire the United Nations High

mmissiones  for  Relugees

NHCR) said that it would re-

turn to West Timor only after
credible guarantees, it is clear that
such a development is not likely
to take place in a hurry.
. The foreighers killed in yester-
gay’s attack have been identified
as: Mr. Caros Casaetes {Ameri-
canl, Mr. Samson Aregaheyen
[Etbioptan) and Mr. Peril Si-
mundze {Croatian).

1o Jakarta, Mr. Yodhoyono said:
“I will r1ot rufe out the possibility
4f political motives behind this
incident... the Indonesian Gov-
ernment deeply regrets the inci-
dent. We fee] concerned and
extend our condolences for the
UNHCR personnel who became
the victims in this incident.”

. The Minister, however, did not
spefl out what he felt could be the
political motives behind the inci-

staﬁers from W. Timor

dent. “Any possibility could have
happened but we will further in-
vestigate this incident.”
Acrording to Lt. Gen. Yudhoyo-
no, 16 persans had been detained

for questioning by the police. He

said that apart from the three for-

eigners, two locals had also been

killed in yesterday's violence.
Describing the siteation in

West Timnor as “very difficult”, the
Minister said yesterday's incident
was a special case. “It does not
mean that we have not done ev-
erything in the first 12 months int
protecting the refugees, in securi-
ng the area and in solving prob-
ferns in the vicinity of Atambua
and Kupang"

There is little doubt that the in-

cident has shown up jakarta ang
its securily forces in poor light, as
institutions which are unable 1w
provide basic security to interna-
tional aid workers.

Foreign pressure on Jakarta can
only grow after this incident. The
pullout of the U.N. staff will also
have grave implications for the |
refugees still living in West Timor;)

& g s



y Amit Baruah

JAKARTA, AUG. 30. The man who
ruled Indogesia with an iron hand
for 32 yeardris scheduled to go to
court tomorrow. In what will be a
fivst for the country, Gen. Suharto,
whe ruled Indonesia from 1966 to
1498, will be the first potitical
leader to face a court of law on
carruption charges.

There are no celebrations on
the streets of Jakarta, only a quiset
air of satisfaction that a man who
decided the destiny of miilions,
wilt finally face a pracess of ac-
countability. After May 21, 1998,
the day Gen. Suharte was forced
to quit in the face of unpreceden-
ted street protests, August 31,
2000, is perhaps the most signif-
icant date in his calendar.

However, there are still doubts
whether Gen. Subarto will face
the media citcus and the court
proceedings, with his lawyers
{and there are a large number of
them) otying themselves hoarse
over how ill the 79-year-old man
is. Gen. Suharte, who has the sta-
tus of an accused under Indone-
stan Yaw, is not being charged for
abuse of power or for the jarge-
scale massacre of conmunist par-
fy activiss in the 1960°s, The kill-
ings of some one million
indonesians temain a forgotten
chapter in the country's history.

He is scheduled 1o appear in
coust after being charged with pil-
fering & 570 millions from State-
run charities.

Bven before the charges were
filed, the President, Mr. Abdur-
valiman Walid, announced a par-
don for Gen. Suharto it he is
convicted. That announcement
could be interpreted as a sign of
political wisdom or a recogmition
that Gen, Suharto and his cronies
still wield clout in a country
which they ruled without a

Suharto to f46e ]
¢ court today v’

thought for the common man.

While there are no charges on
the abuse of political power or the
amassing aof wealth {estimates of
how much money was made by
Gen. Suharto, his family members
and cromies vary widely), the Ai-
torney-General, My, Marzuki Da-
rusman,  believes  that  the
restricted charges are sufficient to
abtain a conviction.

Mr. Darusman, however, is still
unsure whether or not Gen. Su-
harto will appear in court, “"The
biggest hurdle to Gen. Suharte's
appearance in court is the state of
his health. That’s the only thiug
than can prevent it. On the points
of law, we are not overly worried.”

in Jakarta, the auditorium of
the Agriculture Ministry has been
converted Mo a court room
which will petmj%g@e 200 jour-
nalists to be seated" A restricted
number of others can also be ac-
commodated.

On Wednesday, armed person-
nel carriers were deployed near
the court room, where a large
crowd of mediapersons is already
gathered. Television broadeast
vans are readying for the big dav.
Gun-toting policemen are loung-
ing around, preparing to provide
security to the man to whom they
once kow-towed.

“Suharto must face trial. He
must be punished. His heaith
condition is a mere drama tu
avoid the court,” a shop ownes

told this correspondent near the !

makeshift court.

Another said: “We don't know |

what wiill happen tomortow, but
the process of
must begin somewhere.”

1f Gen. Subarto provided secare

investment space for Western en-
trepreneurs, the people of Indo-
nesia paid a price for it. They g

little or nothing out of the money .

that poured into the country.
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By Amit Baruah g 4 8

SINGAPORE, AUG. 23. A new -
member Cabinet was announcéd
by the Indonesian President,
Abdurrahman Wahid, in Jakarta
today, following the stringent crit-
icism of his style of functioning in
the last 10 months.

Mr. Wahid named Lt Gen.
(Retd) Susilo Bambang Yudhovo-
no as Coordinating Minister for
Political Affairs, Security and So-
cial Weifare and Mr. Rizal Ramli
as (Coordinating Minister for
Economy, Finance and Industry.
The President, the Vice-President,
Ms Megawati Sukarnoputri, and
the two Coordinating Ministers
are expected to form the new
“quartet” who will take all the de-
cisions.

Interestingly, Ms. Megawati,
who is to take over the task of ev-
ery day governance, was not pre-
sent when Mr. Wahid announced
his new Cabinet.

A confidant of the President,
the Foreign Minister, Mr. Alwi
Shihab, retained his old portfolio
while a friend of the President,
Mr. Prijadi Prapto Subardjo. was
appointed Finance Minister.

The 26-member Cabinet, which
is down by nine from the previous
strength of 35, comes close on the
heels of a People’s Consultative
Assembly (MPR) session which
asked the President to pull up his
socks.

Some 17 members of the previ-
ous Cabinet have been retained
by Mr. Wahid while a litde-known
college professor, Mr. Moham-
mad Mahfud Mahmodin, comes
in as the new Defence Minister,

The new Cabinet, which Is

—Wahid announces
new Cabinet »*

scheduled to be sworn in on Sat-
urday, consists of two senior Co-
ordinating Ministers, 16 Ministers
incharge of different depart-
ments, five State Minjsters and
three junior Ministers. The
changes in the Cabinet amount to
a “second chance” for the Presi-
dent who made a number of com-
promises in order to survive the
just-con¢luded MPR session.

Maintaining that the new Cabi-
net would be result- oriented, Mr.
Wahid was quoted as telling
mediapersons in Jakarta: ‘‘My
consideration was that they must
be experts in their fields....I kinow
them one by one.”

The appointment of Mr. Bam-
bang and Mr, Rizal as Coordinat-
ing Ministers was widely expected
after a deal was worked out be-
tween Mr., Wahid and Ms. Mega-
wati.

While Mr. Wahid joked at his
press conference that the Vice-
President stayed away from the
announcement of the new Cabi-
net because she had to “take a
bath”, speculative reporis sug-
gested the latter was not happy
with the constitution of the Cabi-
net,

However, analvsts in Jakarta
stated that Ms. Megawati stayed
away because she would have had
to read out the list of names. She
wanted to avoid this task and the
list was read out by a senior offi-
cial.

The analysts insisted that the
President had held several rounds
of consultations over the consti-
tution of the new Cabinet and Ms.
Megawati was satisfied with the
line-up.
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—~Wahid cedes seme
- powers 10, Megawati

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, AUG. 25. As part of a
new power-sharing exercise, the
indonesian President, Mr,
Ahdurrahman Wahid, has

President, Ms. Megawati 9
Sukarnoputri, the tasks uﬁﬁ :
formulating the Cabinet’s
agenda and priorities ol" the

. iovernment. !

In a decree, Mr. Wahid s3i
the new arrangement, whidh is
to last il the end of his tefym
in 2004, was required to
improve the efficiency of
Governmeni. As per the new
order, Ms. Megawati, whose
party has the largest
representation in Parliament,
will chair Cabinet meetings and
. evaluate the performance of
. Cabinet Ministers, Following
severe criticism of the
Presideni's style of funciioning,
a new Cabinet, with two senior
co-ordinating Ministers working
under the Vice-President but
under the overall supervision of
Mr, Wazhid, had been put in
place some time ago.

In the meantime, the Vice-
President has categorically
denied rumours that she is
planning to resign in the wake
of the President’s decision to
- appoint a new Cabinet, where

representation for her party is

negligible. “I stilt have my
office here and all of us know
that the Cabinet has been

¢ announced by the President,

and the induction ceremony

will lake place on Saturday,”

i Ms, Megawali was guoted as
telling reporters. Calling upon

i the press not to blow things out

. of propertion, she said: *“One
thing I really want is for the

¢ situation and condition to

" remain stable, no matter what.
1 also hope the press will help.”

The new decree issued by the

President will allow the Vice-

President to issue orders on

Govermment policies — but

anly after the green signal has

been given by Mr. Wahid. The

Vice- President, the decree said,

could also sign decisions on the

promaotion, removal or
retirement of civil servants,
military and police personnel,
which currently can coly be

Formally delegated to the Vice- Jé

done’under Presidential
authority, It also stated that the
Vice-President shall report on
the implementation of tasks to
the President “regularly or at
any time if necessary”.

In a related development
which should help end
speculation of growing
differences between the
President and the Vice-
President, Mr. Wahid called on
his deputy yesterday. Though
derails of the two-hour-long
meeting between the two
leaders was not immediately
available, the President made
the trip to the Vice-President’s
residence last evening.

According to a report in
Jakarta Post, Mr. Wahid wanted
to personally hand over to Ms.
Megawati the Presidential
decree outlining the power-
sharing arrangement. Also, it is
now expected that Ms.
Megawati will swear in the new
Cabinet tomorrow, similar to
the previous team announced
by Mr. Wahid. Another power
player in Indonesian politics,
the People’s Consultative
Assembly (MPR) Speaker, Mr.
Amien Rais, also met Ms.
Megawati yesterday. Mr. Amien
Rais said after the meeting that
the Vice-President gol to know
about the composition of the
new Cabinet just one hour
before the formal
announcement was made in the
presence of Mr, Wahid.

The latest mecting between
the President and the Vice-
President notwithstanding, Ms.
Megawauti is reportedly not
happy with the new team that
Mr. Wahid has given her. The
choice of the new Finance
Minister, who was appatently
rejected by the Indonesian
State bank to head another
banking institution, has come
under considerable fire. Also,
the reduced representation of
Ms. Megawati’s party in the
Cahinet can create real
problems in the future. One of
the reasons for the Cabinet
reshuffte way the fact that
Ministers were pulling in
different directions and could
not work as a team.
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New policy
role fo{ \("*

Megawa}gﬁ

Jakarta, Aug 25 (AP .ong side-
lined from the inner workings of
government, Indonesia’s popular
but untested Vice-President today '
was handed a new role in policy
and decision-making. .

Beleagured President Abdur-
rahman Wahid issued a decree
that gave his deputy Megawati
Sukarnoputri a direct say in the
formulation of state strategies and
management of day-to-day issues,

The move is central to Wahid’s
campaign to get his troubled 19-
month-old administration back
on track and to stem growing crit-
icism of his often erractic presi-
dential stvie.

The decree said Megawati
would “increase the effectiveness
of the government.” It was issued
after she held private talks with
Wahid at her official residence
last night.

Relations between the two
have been strained by the failure
of their fractious coalition to fix a
deep economic crisis or to end sec-
tarian and separatist violence in
several outlying provinces. Their
differences came to a head this
week when her aides publicly ac-
cused Wahid of stacking a new
Cabinet with his own supporters.
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Learning the ropes

Indonesia’s President, Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid, and Vice-President, Ms. Megawati

Sukarnoputri... on the troubled road to dem

o 00

OR A couniry grappling

with a post-authoritarian

fledgling democracy, In-

donesia’s crises are, in a
sense, not unexpected. The feud
between the President, Mr. Ab-
durrahman Wahid, and an assert-
ive Parliament underlines the
problems the country is facing. By
making a conciliatory speech at
the opening of the Peopile’™s Con-
sultative Assembly (MPR) on
Monday, Mr. Wahid demonstrat-
ed his potitical skills once again.
His apology, though not satisfving
all, certainly took the wind out of
the sails of his opponents.

“To all the people of Indonesia,
1 seek to apologise, if in this past
nine months the Government has
not been able to fully overcome
all problems, but trust us to work
hard and continue to fight to do
more,” Mr. Wahid said in his ad-
dress. "A Cabinet reshuffle will be
done when the time is right... A
Cabinet reshuffle also means that
there will be a division of tasks...
hence the President will focus on
foreign aftairs, assisted by the
Foreign Minister,” he added.

What Mr. Wahid's gameplan is

In Indonesia, a people long subjgcted to
authoritarian rule are now enjoying\the fruits

of democracy. But, says AMIT BARU
up to them to use this space responsibly.

remains unclear. After his open-
ing speech on Monday, it was re-
ported on Wednesday that he had
handed over domestic adminis-
tration to his charismatic Vice-
President, Ms. Megawati Sukar-
noputri. But a couple of days later
the President himself disputed
this. “There's been some misun-
derstanding about what [ said in
the Assembly. What [ delegate to
Megawati is not authority but on-
ly duties.”

Mr. Wahid had said Ms. Mega-
wati would lead Cabinet meetings
as part of the transfer of respon-
sibilities, a position he repeated
on Friday. He added that a “coor-
dinating minister”, an official

wheo usually oversees related Min--

istries, would help her. But her
aides have said she wants extra
powers, including a veto on who

should serve in a new Cabinet,

For the moment, Mr. Wahid is
safe from any impeachment
move by the MPR, which can cal)
into account his performance.
However, he has been subjected
to considerable criticism in Par-
liament, something which the
President can ignore only at his
peril.

D, Greg Barton, the President’s
biographer and an Australian aca-
demic, told The Hindu from Ja-
karta, “things have gone quite
well for the President”. “Any im-
peachinent proceedings are off
the agenda,” he said, adding that
given the nature of politics the en-
tire scenario would unfold only
after the MPR session ended on
August 13, “We will have to wait
until afrer the session’,

Dr. Barten, considered close o
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Mr. Wahid, was of the view that
the President's speech to the MPR
was also 1o 'test the waters”. This
clearly means that the President
will wait and evaluate the re-
sponse to his speech and the en-
tire proceedings in the MPR
before making his next move.

It was known that Mr. Wahid
had certain strengths and weak-
nesses, but a strong Vice-Presi-
dent would have helped his
cause. But that has not happened,
says (. Barton,

Another [akarta-based analyst
felt questions being raised about
Mr. Wahid and his performance
were inevitable with the arrival of
democracy in the country. Given
that Mr. Wahid's National Awak-
ening Partv (PKB) has just 37 seats
in the 693-strong MPR, it is not
surprising that he is under pres-
sure both inside and outside Par-
liament. Other parties such as Ms.
Megawati's Indonesian  Demo-
cratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P)
and Golkar, with 185 and 182
seafs, have their own ambitions.

The analyst pointed out that
Mr. Wahid had inherited a large
number of problems — separatist
violence in Aceh, the Maluku is-
lands and Irian Jaya, an economy
in crisis plus the need to meet the
expectations of those forces who
wanted a process of accountabil-
ity for Gen. Subarto.

The President, keeping in view
the current situation, announced
that special autonomy for Aceh,
where talks are on between the
rebels  and  the  Govermment,
would materialise within this vear
itself. “"The implementation of a
special autonomy will also take
place in Irian Jaya, the land of Pa-
pua, at about the same time as the
implementation of the same sys-
termn in Aceh,” Mr. Wahid in-
formed the MPR.

Fhe President, however, in his
written speech was not so une-
quivocal in his understanding of a
solution to splittist trends in the
country. “Separatist movements
that have appeared in those two
regions are not representative of
the stance of their entire popula-
tion,” Mr, Wahid said, adding that
separatism was one of the main
problems confronting Indonesia.

While Mr. Wahid may be out of
immediate trouble as of now,
things could change depending
on how the political situation in
the country unravels. His oppo-
nents too are unlikely to reduce

pressure on him as the jockeying |

for position continues. A churn-
ing is on in Indonesia. A people
long subjected to authoritarian
rule are now enjoying the fruits of
democracy. Criticisin is no longer

furbidden. But it is also up to the |

leaders and the people of Indone-
sia t0 Use this democratic space
responsilly,



INDONESIA / FALLOUT OF WAHID ACTION

Key Minister quits Cabinet

JAKARTA, AUG. 10. Indonesia’s pre-democracy
Government was thrown into turmeil on
Thursday when the Minister charged with res-
cuing the ailing economy resigned from the
Cabinet. The Senior Economics Minister, Mr.
Kwik Kian Gie, resigned less than 24 hours after
the embattled President, Mr. Abdurrahinan
Wahid, surrendered the day-to-day administra-
tion of the warld's fourth most populous nation
to the Vice-President, Ms Megawati Sukargo-
putri. #Hh u %

Although a close ally of Ms Megawat I.
Kwik has been widely criticised along with Mr.,
Wahid for nat ending a crippling financidl cri-
sis. As the chief architect of the economic poi-
icy, Mr. Kwik has heen the Government's prime
contact with the International Manetary Fund.
which is overseeing a multibillion-dollar rescue
and reform package.

Mr. Wahid empowered the popular but inex-
perienced Ms Megawaii, on the insistence of
disgruntled lawmakers who eatlier threatened
to impeach him. In stormy sessions of the Na-
tional Assembly, they complained that his er-
ratic leadership during the past 10 months had
worsened the many crises facing the nation.

Others have raised concerns about the Presi-
dent’s health and strength. tle appeared to
doze off in front of the Assembly several times.

Although Mr. Wahid (60), is nearly blind and
has been weakened by 4 series of strokes and
diabetes. he maintains that he is fit for office.

While Ms Megawati will be in charge of a new
and streamlined Cabinet, she would be answer-
able to him, he said.

Mr. Kwik's resignation has added to the un-
certainty over how this unprecedented power-
sharing arrangement will work.

Some of the Vice-President's aides com-
plained on Thursday that it was unclear exactly
how far her authority would extend. “"We still
need to clarify some of her executive powers,”
Mr. Laksarmana Sukardi, a former Trade Minis-
ter and close aide ta the Vice-President, said.

Mr. Kwik’s resignation was widely anticipat-
ed. On Thursday, financial markets reacted
positively to the news with the currency streng-
thening by two percent to 8,400 against the dol-
lar. The stock market alse rose by 1.5 percent.

[t was not clear how the development will
affect Jakarta’s patchy relationship with the
IMT.

The Fund has repeatedly complained that n-
donesia has been slow to mect agreed targets of
reform. It has sometimes delayed crucial loan
payments to push the Government into action.
Mr. Kwik's departure has also muddied the wa-
ter over the possible lineup of the new Cabinet.

Mr Sukardi, whom Wahid fired in April
against Mr. Kwik’s and Ms Megawati's wishes,

Kwik Kian Gie

said she wanted her enhanced powers ¢ in-

clude a veto on who would serve in the new ;

Cabinet.

Although her Indonesian Democratic Party of
Struggle has the biggest slice of seats in the
Assembly and the National Parliament, Ms
Megawati (54}, has confined herself to ceremo-
nial duties. Critics accuse her of lacking ability
despite her popularity, being the daughter of
Indonesia’s founding President, Sukarno. Some
question her grasp of the problems facing In-
donesia, citing her failure to negotiate an end to
a bloody Muslim-Christian conflict in the Ma-
luku [slands after Mr. Wahid named her 4 spe-
cial envoy to the region.

“Her leadership will now be tested,”” said Mr.

Salim Said, a prominent political analyst. "If it |

warks, that means she could be elected Presi-
dent in the (2004) elecrions. But if she fails, she
is finished.” Mr. Sukardi acknowledged Ms
Megawati lacked experience in Government.

“But Megawati is someone wha respects the
due process of law and strong discipline,” he
said. “This is what is needed from our leaders

Last October, the National Assembly chose
Mr. Wahid — a moderate Muslim cleric — over
Ms Megawati in an election for the presidency.
Mr. Wahid then engineered Ms Megawati's
election as his deputy.

The two had been longtime political allies
and led a joint campaign to bring about dema-
cratic reform after the downfall of the dictator
Suharto two years ago. — AP
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~ 4 Wahid faces a stormy, Hou

By Amit Baruah (\‘) J'% A‘“

SINGAPARE, AUG. 6. The Indonesian
Presideht, My, Abdurrahman Wa-
hid, facds a stormy session of (he
700-member People's Consulta-
tive Agsembly (MPR} from Mon-
day. The House will take up his
performance record after he took
power in October 1999,

For a country facing immense
problems, the MPR session is the
last thing an embattled Mr. Wa-
hid will want.

However, in the face of con-
certed pressure from a string of
partics, the President has no op-
tion bug to lace the music in the
session which will continue il
August 18.

By first acting tough and not

~responding to demands [rom the
fower House of Parliament to ex-
plain the sacking of Minislers and
then apologising, Mr. Wahid may
have gained some ground but
that has come too late [or him to
cscape unscathed.

The violence against Christians
in Maluku, the trouble in Aceh,
the problems in East Timor and
an unsalisfactory economic re-
cavery have turned the spotlight
on Indonesia as never before.

Simultaneously, the problems
have alse focused allention on
the ability of the President to de-
liver the goads al a iesting time in
the country’s history.

With Indonesia far from having
buried the ghosts of the past au-
thoritarian rule, Mr. Wahid re-
mains the hest bet for a divided
country,

A man with many skills, there is
litle doubt that ihe President
needs few lessons in political ma-
nocuvring.

However, Mr. Wahid needs to
improve his skills in the manage-
menl of Government and econo-
my. Often. his wihimsical actions
have landed his in political trou-
ble.

‘The unexplained sacking of key
Minisiers has angered some of
his close allies, including the
Vice-President, Ms. Megawati Su-
karnoputri.

Though

there have been

In this July 20 file picture, Ms.
to wake up her father and Indonesian President, Mr.
Abdurrahman Wahid, who fell asleep during a
parliamentary session in Jakarta.

threats from within Parliament in
the past that the Presideni could
be impeached. it is likely that he
will escape with a reprimand.
As per procedure, Parliament
must issue a
warning to M. Wahid about his
conduct and then he pgers three
months to improve his record.

In case he is siill found to be
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lacking, one mre month be-
comes available to the President
1o prove himself.

Only after this time period i
over thal a special session of Par-
liament can be convened for imn-
peachment proceedings.

Several  Tndonesian  analysts
believe that there is no alterna-
five (o Mr. Wahid al this stage in
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the country’s | ()%)it‘.ﬁ'. Whiic be-
ing cyitical of Mr. Wahid, there is

a realisation thht a replacement
could be even rhore problematic,

Reports emmanating from jakar-
ta have also spoken of the possi-
bility ol large-scale changes in
the scheme of governance. with a
First Minister being appointed by
Mr. Wahid.

However, it is <l nol clear
what exactly lhe equation be-
tween the First Minister and the
Vice-President, Ms. Megawad Su-
karnopurri, will be.,

These reports state that he
First Minister wo be appointed by
Mr. Wahid will be the Encrgy
Minister, Gen. Susilo Bambang
Yudhovono (Rewd).

Others are of the view that in-
seead of adding 1o the bureaucra-
cy, more tasks  should  he
delegated to Ms. Megawadi.

Reuters reports:

Aronnd 10.000 people, includ-
ing Mro Wahid, gachered in Tukar-
lg on Sunday (o pray for peacc
and religious harmony on the eve
ol the MPR session. The Parlia-
mentary  Speaker, Mr. Akbar
Fandjung, also attended the non-
potitical rally at a stadium, which
tollows similar mass public gath-
erings in recent weeks calling for
an end to bloodshed in the
world's  {ourth most populous
country,

Mr Tandjung told the crowd
they had nothing to Tear from the
MPR session. “The MPR session
will be safe and smooth,” said Mr
Tundjung, & key Wahid ceritic,
without elahorating.

leaders representing the coun-
try's main refigions —  Islam,
Christianity, Buddhism,
Hinduism --- made serimons and
culled on the people not to use
their [aith for political purposes.
Mr Wahid has said he is confident
he van end the violence thal has
killed thousands in the past (wa
years in the multi-ethnic archi-
pelago, especially in fighting be-
tween Muslims and Christians.
But he has provided few concrere
plans.
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'6NESIA has barely recov-
ered from losing East Timor to
independence when a similar call
for freedom from the republic is
now being made by the people of Irian
Jaya (West Papua). In Aceh, the

killings continue despite a recent ]

truce signed between the government
and armed separatist leaders. On a
quieter tone, students and activists
press on with their demand for a ref-
erendum.

Weeks of violence that began in late
May have left at least 126 people
dead in Poso, central Sulawesi. In
Maluku, savage communal claghes
rage on. Last Monday, over 100 were
killed when thousands of Muslims
attacked the mainly Christian village
of Duma on Halmahera Island, north
Maluku. Later that week, at least
another 11, including five security
force personnel, were killed in two
days of violence between Muslims
and Christians in Ambon.

These clashes and separatist move-
ments have placed Indonesia under
constant international and media
scrutiny. Interestingly, AFP reported
on 22 June that the Maluku clashes
had resulted in (Christians) calling
for independence. A day before, the
US state department expressed con-
cern over the Muslim-Christian strife.
Spokesman Phil Reeker also urged
Indonesia to “prevent organized

groups from initiating attacks angde
stop extremists from outside areas -

from inflaming the situation and
engaging in violence”.

Nothing, however, is as startling as a
12 June statement by Pope John Paul
II. According to reuter, he urged
Indonesia to respect human rights
and condemned the attacks by
Muslims against Christians in
Maluku.

The US reaction to the Maluky vio-
lence is only expected, After all, the
USA is often considered biased when
confronted with human rights or
humanitarian issues and will only
raise its voice to either maintain its
humanitarian facade or when it
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\Religion nites as much as it divides people. It is
ngerous political instrument, pitting

also a

followers of one faith against those of another,
with both sides willing to die to defend what they
believe to be the only truth. This is what's

happening in Indonesia,

serves its purpose,

To Indonesia’s Muslims, the Pope's
statement may be seen as a provoca-
tion, a reminder of the event of 17
November 1095, when Pope Urban II
called men to take up swords in the
name of Christendom. Countless
mment, women and children were
slaughtered during the First Crusade.
The fact is, both Muslims and
Christians have been victimised in
the Maluku conflict and to say that
either side suffers most is inappropri-
ate, even dangerous to the point of
provoking more bloodshed.

The question is, was the Pope igno-
rant of the fact? It is highly unlikely,
because the Vatican has one of the
best information, if not intelligence,
networks in the world, with facts
gathered by its priests and nuns,
many of whom are in Maluku. Is the
pope calling for a “crusade” that will
eventually lead to Maluku's separa-
tion from Indonesia?

Already, suspicions are high of the
Catholic Church’s involvement in
East Timor’s separation from
Indonesia. After all, Portugal received
the blessing of Rome when it
embarked on a holy mission to con-
quer the world and save it from “sav-
ages”. And it was Portugal that

-

THE STATESMAP

~ 6 JUL 2

writes LELA E MADJIAH

relentlessly defended its right over
East Timor, one of its colonies that it
abandoned in 1974 due to a volatile
situation at home.

Although the West — the TUSA,
Australia, the Furopean Union -
have all chorused their support for
Indonesia’s territorial integrity,
Indonesia should not befooled by such
diplomatic niceties. Australia repeat-
edly gave its support for East Timor's
autonomy within Indonesia, and yet
it was also the first 1o ready its troops
for “humanitarian” intervention.

The USA made the pledge only after
President Abdurrahman Wahid
announced rejection of the Papua
Congress, arguing that the organisers
of the congress had reneged on a con-
dition that no foreigners take part.
The US ecmbassy in Jakarta sent one
of its diplomats to the congress in
Jayapura,

On 6 June, two days after the Papua
Congress cnded, the US-based Asia
Foundation announced a plan to work
closely with the human rights and
environment commission of Irian
Jaya’s regional legislature. The work
will include monitoring and reporting
of past human rights abuses.

Ten days later, on 16 June, the
Papua Congress Presidium appointed

i

ivided by faith

& human rights advoce.\y,team to pro-
vide legal assistance to those who
may have to stand trial under
Indonesian law for their involvement
in the congress. In a statement, the
presidium specifically asked for
Australia’s help in the matter,

The following day, churches in Irian
Jaya urged the Indonesian Military
{(TNI) and National Police (Poiri) to
be open in dealing with various
human rights violations in the
province,

This new approach shows that, like
in Kast Timor, human rights issues
will most likely be used to help the
Irianese attain their goal. Once again,
the rest, of Indonesia’s People will feel
they are being treated unfairly by the
international {Christian) community
simply because they are not
Chrigtians, Why, for example, did the

Pope not condemn the violence in
Aceh?

Daring Indonesia is a daring experi-
ment. A nation of over 220 million
people, It has all the clements of dis.
cord. Its ethnic and religious diversi-
ty, its multi-culturalism, its economic
differences, all combine as a polential
threat to national unity. It seems a
miraecle that Sukarno, then Soeharto,
managed to hold the country togeth-
er. Of the many potential conflicts,
religious issues have heen a major
threat to the republic ever since its
establishment. Muslim aspirations to
build an Islamic state of Indanesia
have never really died down. The
Darul Islam rebellion that lasted for
nearly 13 years, from the late 19405
to early the 1960s, is an example of
such efforts.

Under President BJ Habibie,

Muslim hardliners found a new,
stronger footing that united them
against Western-oriented moderates
and non-Musiims. These Muslim
hardliners also blamed the West for
international pressure on Indonesia
regarding East Timor, which they
saw as a mainly Catholic province.

Recent international reactions to
events in Aceh, Poso and Maluku
only serve to intensify suspicions of a
conspiracy against Indonesia’s
Muslims. There are fears that the
West, and the Catholic Church, are
trying to divide Indonesiain to two
parts: the western part for Lthe
Muslim population and the eastern
part for the Christians.

It is easy to follow such logic. After
all, the West succeeded in helping
Kast Timor, home to a mainly
Catholic population, secede from
Indonecsia. Will Irian Jaya and
Maluku follow? :

Indonesia is a relatively young con-
cept and the fall of the New Order
government trigpered some soul-
searching. If neither Sukarno’s Old
Order nor Soeharte’s New Order is
the Indonesia dreamed up by the
founding fathers, then what is the
real Indonesia? )

It is a big question that Indonesians
are grappling with. As a first step,
they may start by puiting religion
where it belongs: in their hearts, as a
private matter, Religion unites people
as much as it divides people. Religion
is a powerful tool that can mobilise
any nation {o raise arms to defend
their beliefs, Religion is also a danger-
ous political instrument, pitting foi-.
lowers of one faith against those of
another, with both sides willing to die
to defend what they believe to be the
only truth. ‘

This is what is happening in
[ndonesia. Certain people or groups
are using religious sentiments for
political gain. Even without the Pope
and the West, Indonesians are divid-
ed by their differing faiths.

— The Jakarta Post/Asia News
Network.
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JAKARTA, July 3. — President
Wahid’s disclosure on Saturday that
he had ordered the arrest of legisia-
tors, who, he thinks, are behind
Indonesia’s current troubles has
baffled the nation once again.

The President did not clearly state
any names nor the specific crimes,
thus making the nation’s political
elite speculate as to who exactly he
was referring to.

Fingers are being peinted at Mr
Ginandjar Kartasasmita and Mr
Fuad Bawazier, two ministers who
served the corrupt regime of
President Suharto and are now mem-
bers of the People’s Consultative
Assembly. Others feel the President
could be targeting Assembly chair-
man, Mr Amien Rais, and House
Speaker, Mr Akbar Tandjung, two of
his staunchest critics.

Gus Dur’s revelation comes afler
earlier accusations that the Maluku
violence was the work of Suharto's
supporters, aimed at keeping Indo-
nesia constantly unstable.

“I don’t know the reasons behind
his approval for the police to arrest
several legislators. [ will call Gus
Dur for an explanation,” Mr Akbar,
chairman of the Golkar party, was
gquoted by Antara as saying.

He hope the investigation is not

~Wahid cra
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President Abdurrahman Wahid at a
ceremony in Jakarta Monday. — AP/PTI

part of the President’s effort to
silence outspoken legisiators, for it
would undermine Indonesias
nascent gemoracy.

Mr Ahmad Sumargons from the
Crescent and Star Parvy 'PBB)
urged Mr Wahid 1o supply evidence
to back up his accusation that the
source of Indonesia’s political con-
flicts came from the aszembly.

“If Gus Dur cannet come up with

T STATESLN

was merely a political plov.,” Mr
Ahmad said. “In that case, he is not
all different from Suharto.”

Mr Ahmad is also in the dark
about the legislators to he ques-
tioned by police or about the
charges against them.

Speaking to participants of the
National Dialog Forum in Bali, My
Wahid had said “I have signed the
letter for a number of members of
the House and the Assembly to be
summoned because there is enough
evidence.”

He also accused some legislators of
engineering corruption charges

against him to remove him from |

office, including their initiative to

use the House’s Interpellation |

Rights against him.

Mr Hasyim Muszadi, chairman of |

the Nahdlatul Ulama Muslim orga-
nization and a close confidante of
the President, said he was aware
that police were currently investi-
gating some legislators but refused
to disclose names. He declined to
confirm whether Mr Fuad Bawazier,
a former finance minister, 15 one of
those to he questioned hut added
that rumours about Mr Fuad did not
originate from Gus Dur.

The latter, who was attending the
same gathering, called the accusa-
tions against him slanderous and
nonsense.

s the whip'/”

_the evidence, then his accusation
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FLURRY of recent
initiatives on
international
cooperation in theg

Asiap region, concerning more
especially its eastern flank and
its contiguous southern
segment, has been given a new
impetus by the Indonesian
President, Mr. Abdurrahman
Wabhid, who is known to speak
his mind frankly. Mr. Wahid
says his grand vision of an
Asian renaissance should be

. seen in a historical perspective.

Mr, Wahid's decisive call to
associate India with China and
Tapan, besides Indonesia and
Singapore, in this scenario, and
his willingness to endorse New
Delhi's credentials for
participation in the exclusive
economic grouping of the
Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Plus Three,
fiave acquired importance in
he overall context of an
intensive introspection in key
sections of the Asia-Pacific
region ai this time. The ASEAN
Plus Three consist of all the
States of Scuth East Asia and
Japan, China and South Korea.

With claims for inclusion
among the best and the
brightest of leaders of South
East Asia and its environs, Mr.
Wahid has broken new ground
in being somewhat expansive in
the outreach of his ideas. In his
reckoning, India belongs to the
club of rising nations of Asia,
although his own country,
Indonesia, as a member of this
amorphous group, has slipped
considerably in recent vears
and would now need to make
up for lost time.

While South East Asia has
been no stranger to the
explosion of geostrategic ideas,
emanating within and outside
its confines over time, the latest
spree began with Shintaro
Ishihara's notion of “the Japan
that can say No"' and the
Malaysian leader, Dr. Mahathir
Mohamad’s concept of an East
Asia caucus. The U.S. had
seized its historic moment of
opportunity, in the wake of
imperial Japan’'s humiliation in
the Second World War, and
spread Washington's military
wings across Fast Asia in a
‘protective’ mode of assurance
for several key countries in the
region. Any notion of strategic
autonomy, not necessarily of
the security complexion, by any
of the states in this region wiil,
therefore, produce more than a
ripple- effect.

For those South Fast Asian

id casts a wider net
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Indonesia’s President, Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid... visions
of an Asian renaissance.

A flurry of recent initiatives on
international cooperation in the Asian
region has been given a new impetus by the
Indonesian President, Mr. Abdurrahman
Wahid, writes P. S. SURYANARAYANA,

countries which had originally
feared the “expansionist”
designs of China a few decades
ago, economic security at the
individual and collective
echelons became a mantra in
the context of Washington’s
pulsating and increasing
“forward (military) presence”
in the region to confound
Beijing. But the notion of a
“containment’” of China
gradually acquired the
overtones of a “constrainment”
of the same country before it
was revised to connote an
“engagement’’ with Beijing.
Even in this age of
“engagemeni’’ with a fast-
changing China, as practised by
the ASEAN, some American

opinion-makers, Edward
Timperlake and others, have,
nonetheless, raised the spectre
of a “red dragon rising” to
challenge the V.S, interests in
Agia. It is in this milieu that
South East Asian leaders have
begun to envision new security
paradigms pertaining to the
military, economic and human-
resources aspects.

While China, Japan and the
U.5. continue to figure in these
scenarios being sketched out in
South East Asia, Mr. Wahid
recently took the first step of
inviting India to enhance the
economic security of Asia as a
whole. Making a broader sweep
of the painter’'s brush, the
Singapore Foreign Minister,

Prof. S, Jaratinrar
new scene whiic velcoming
India’s External At Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh. on triday.

Pty ed a

According to Prof. Jayy
India will be a “pari-

entually emerges” in the
Asian and global arcnas in the
context of the major strategic
shifts” stili under way.,

In a narrower breadth of
vision, the Philippines
President, Mr. Joseph Esirada,
had proposed some tinw ago
that a new Fast Asia secuiity
forum be formed in e 21si
century. It has remained o nun-
starter even as an ideg, if only
because the possible role of the
U.S. in such a security theatre
has nut been properly defined
and discussed.

In one scenario, an Easl
Asian security forum can just
be strategic extensinn of the
‘ASEAN Plus Three', which is
being increasingly viewed as a
clearing house for cconomic
security issues concerning the
ASEAN and its major
continental interlocutors such
as Japan, China and South
Korea.

In another sense, though, the
Estrada initiative can take off
only if the U.S,, a traditional
guarantor of peace and stahility
in East Asia, can be suitably co-
opted by the ASEAN. With Mr.
Jaswant Singh reaffirming in
Singapore that [ndia would be
a factor for stahilitv in Last Asia
as New Delhi intensifies its
engagement with the ASEAN
and with Mr. Wahid keeping
India on the ASEAN checklist of
major players, the contours of
an East Asia security forum
have hardly been drawn.

Dr. Mahathir's call for a
specialised East Asian caucus,
since redefined by him to serve
as a regional monelary fund,
has received a major push in
the latest context of the "ASEAN
Plus Three' agreeing upon a
regional currency swap
arrangement,

A currency bloc, which will
facilitate ils members to draw
upon collective reserves (0 ease
crises in individual States,
could evolve into an Asian -
monetary fund, which is being
opposed by the U.S., though.
But a new marker in South East
Asia is collective security of the
comprehensive kind —
strategic, economic and buman
dimensions.

~ IHE HINDY

2 3N



Indonesian House
votes to question
President Wahid

AGENCE FRANCE PRES‘SE\ .
JAKARTA, JUNE 29 \

sacking of two ministers. In avote
taken during a plenary session, at-
tended by 431 members of the 500
member DPR, an overwhelming
332 MP’s voted in favor of sum-
moning Wahid. Sixty-three were’
against the questioning while 36
abstained. - )

With the vote the legistature
will exercise itsinterpellation rights
— the rights to question 2 member
of the government, including the
President, on a point of govern-
ment policy. '

The Indonesian Democracy
Party-Struggle (PDIP) faction, the
largest in the DPR, has spear-
headed -efforts to summon the
President over thessacking of Lak-
samana Sukardi as investmentand
state enterprise minister and Yusf
Kalla as industry and trade minis- .
ter.Sukardi is a PDIP. member,
while Kalla is a member of Golkar,
the ruling party when former Pres-
ident Suharto was in power and
currently accounting for the sec- -
ondlargest faction at the DPR. -

“Before the end of the week,
PDIP will summon its members,
both those who voted against and
abstained, to explain their stance
because it ran against the stand of
the party,” PDIP faction leader
Arifin - Panigoro said after the
vote, '

PDIP sources said that at least
one of its members had voted
against the interpellation: The
great majority of those who ab-
stained were from the military fac-
tion, which holds 38 seats at the
DPR.

INDIAM EXPTRESE
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AKARTA, May 4.
Indonesia and pro-indepe
d€hice guerrillas in Ace
province will sign a ceasefire
agreement this month,

The move raises hopes of a
peaceful solution to the long-
running cenflict which has
left thousands dead, disrapt-
ed the province's lucrative
respurces industries and
raised fears of a domino-effect
that could lead to the break-
up of Indonesia. The rebels,
however, said they would not
abandon their struggle for
independence in the resource-

rich province. — Reuters %
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ceasefire pact |

with Aceh rebel\s
Jakarta, Ma)@ \g\r\’\(\(,
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INDONESIA WILL sign a ceas
fire with pro-independence guer
rillas in troubled Aceh province
next week, Human Rights Minister |
Hasballah Saad said today.

The move raises hopes of a
peaceful solution to the long-run-
ning conflict which has disrupted
the province's lucrative resources
industries and raised fears of a |
domino effect that could lead to
the break-up of Indonesia,

Saad said the government and
Free Aceh Movement rebels would
sign a memorandum -of under-
standing in Geneva on May 12.

"The main agreement is not to
cantinue the violence and to put
down the weapons,” he told
reporters.

Pro-independence passiohs in
Aceh have been fuelled by ’;’k
spread human rights abuses by t
military.

Manv Acehnese also accuse the
Tentral Government of siphoning
off the province's resource wealth
wnd giving nothing in return.

Thousands, mainly civilians, have
died in the conflict. (Reuters)

R



Jakarta, Acehkrg
gn ac

\

set to si

By P. S. Suryanarayana V“} -

SINGAPORE, MAY 12, The Indone-
sian President, Mr. Abdurrahman
Wahid, said in Jakarta today that
an agreement on the cards be-
tween his Government and the
separatist Free Aceh Movement
(GAM in local parlance) would
not confer any status on the rebel
group as a representative of a po-
tential sovereign territory.

The memorandum of under-
standing, scheduled for signature
at a venue in Geneva later in the
day, was described by the Presi-
dert as a “humanitarian docu-
ment’".

The GAM activists and other
radical Islamist rebels have been
fighting for the secession of the
resources-rich  Aceh from the
Muslim-majority [ndonesia in a
context dominated by accusa-
tions of human rights violations
by Jakarta's armed forces in that
province. The progress towards

bel
“an accard was made posr‘kmzy

informal contacty between the
two sides in recent months. Al
though the docuiment might not
contain a specific provision for a
ceasefire, the President expressed
the hape that the “humanitarian”
complexion of the accord would
be significant. He claimed “exec-
utive prerogative’ for seeking to
sign the Mol in Geneva rather
than in Indonesia.

Mr. Wahid made it clear that
there would be na recognition of
either the GAM as a juridical enti-
ty or Aceh as a territory with pro-
spective attributes of sovereignty.

While he did not want to lower
guard against a possible domino
effect of the recognition of sep-
aratist sentiments in Aceh, the
President said the Mo, being fa-
cilitated by same external help
roo, was so drafted as to serve as a
breakthrough for restoring peace
in Aceh.

13 MAY 2D
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SINGAPORE, MAY 16. The former Chicf Di't%[,‘ In 47
donesian military forces (TN, Gen. Wiranto,
today resigned from the Cabinet of the Presi-
dent, Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid. Gen. Wiranro,
who recently retired from the TN, had cartier
been “suspended’ as the Senior Coordinating
Minister for Politics and Security Affairs.

Today's development is a sequel to the in-
terrogation of Gen. Wiranto by the Attorney
General's Office in Jakarta in regard to allega-
tions that he was responsible for the post-ref-
erendum carnage in East Timer last year by
his acts of omission and commission. Gen.
Wiranto's reasoning for his resignarion was
that he did not want to be seen as an obstacle
to the investigation of the Fast Timor crisis by
staying on in the Cabinet, even if only as a
decormmissioned Minister.

The political irony is thar Gen. Wiranto, who
had refused to budge from his Cabinet post
when Mr. Wahid repeatedly called far his re-
signation, has now chosen the same course at
time not chosen by the President. This ap-
peared to have suited both the President and
Gen. Wiranto if only because Mr. Wahid had
by now defanged the former TNI chief by first
suspending him from the Cabinet and later
entsuring that he bowled out of the Army as
well. However, there is more to the timing of
Gen. Wiranto's resignation than meets the
eye. He has resigned scon after the “historic”
accord on Aceh, .

The accord between Jakarta and the sep-
aratist Free Aceh Movement (GAM) on what
was described as a2 "humanitarian pause’ has
been hailed by the U.S. Sccretary of Scate, Ms.
Madeleine Albright, as she received the Indo-
nesian Foreign Minister, Mr. Alwi Shihat.

By P. S. Suryanarayana
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Gen. Wiranto éddr;asmg neWéperé.onS
in Jakarta on Tuesday. — AP

Ms. Albright called for a transformation of
the “pause’ into a permanent arrangement
for truce and peace. Mr. Alwi indicated that
the accord could serve as first step towards a
resolution of the problem of separatist vio-
tence and the military counter-action alleged
to be violative of the human rights of the peo-
ple of the province.

International attention has zeroed in on
Aceh and the suspicions of the TNI's involve:
ment of a negative kind there foilowing signs
of a stabilisaiton of the situation in East Timor.
Gen. Wiranto's resignation could also be seen
as an action designed to give the Wzhid ad-
ministration a frec hand to investigate the role
of the TNI in Acch. On a separate front, the
former Indonesian President, Gen. Suharo,
has once again heen interrogated at his Jakarta
home by the Attorney General's Office.



UNDER THE PRESIDENT, Mr. Abdurrahman
Wahid's initiative, there have been two positive
signals from Indonesia. A week ago, a ceasefire
agreement was clinched in Davos between Ja-
karta and the Free Aceh Movement (GAM), Lat-
er, varying sentences have been handed down
to 24 soldiers in connection with the massacre
of 58 civilians in the (roubled province last year.
By themselves, these two steps cannot deliver
peace or a movement forward in reconciling
differences between the Indonesian Govern-
ment and rebels in Aceh. They must be seen as
part of a larger initiative by the President to
reassure the Acehnese people that the days of
intimidation, massacre and the writ of the army
are over. The Wahid administration, in its des-
perate bid to prevent the secession of Aceh (af-
ter East Timor voted for independence last
vear), is trying to salvage the situation and pro-
vide greater political space to the provinces. A
Constitutional amendment is also in place to
delegate greater political and financial powers
to the provinces and encourage them to remain
part of the Republic. How far Mr. Wahid suc-
ceeds in this effort wifl depend both on how his
Government implements the promises and on
how the peaple of the troubled regions such as
Aceh and Ambon respond fo these measures. It
showld not be a case of too little, o late.
The ceasefire deal signed in Davos, with
the exiled separatist leadership of GAM, pro-
vides for a three-month cessation of hostilities
and the setiing up of two committees with rep-
resentatives from the Government and Aceh.
One group will look at development projects
and the other evolve security modalities to keep
the controversial armed forces out of the way of
the embittered Acehnese. In these three
months, there will have to be visible progress
an all fronis to inspire confidence and carry
forward the reconciliation process. Similarly,
the sentencing of 24 soldiers tried by a special
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NS DEFUSING THE ACEH CRISIS Y

courtin Banda Aceh sends out a strong sigral to
both the armed forces and the peopte — that
such atrocities will nor be condoned. But the
Acehnese and the famities of the victims are not
satisfied with this verdict, They feel that the real
culprits —~ the senior army officiais who or-
dered the massacre — have gone scot tree and
the poor soldiers who carried out the insfruc-
tions were made scapegoats. The soldiers will
go ont appeal and the last word on this trial has
not been said. Its final outcome will degermine
how genuine the trial was. (-%Wn\:r”
LY
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On another front, the 'formér chief of the
armed forces, Gen. Wiranto, who was suspend-
ed a few months back as Coordinating Minister
for Political and Security Affairs, has resigned.
This may well be an acceptance of the inevi-
table by a top military official who was all pow-
erful till a year ago. Ever since the President
called for his resignation and then suspended
him when that was not forthcoming, there has
been speculation in Indonesia of a coup. Some
senior military officials, perhaps with skeletons
in their cuphoards, were probably assessing
such a possibility. But they must have realised
that the Indonesians, even if they are not too
happy with their lof, will never tolerate or ac-
cept another coup in the archipelago. On the
contrary, they want the powers of the military
to be eurbed event more, so that it is confined
laoking after the security and defence of the
country, without interfering in is socio-politi-
cal processes — a role that the former Presi-
dent, Mr. Suharto, granted to the armed forces.
The rest of Southeast Asia and the internationat
community must strengthen the hands of Mr.
Wahid and assist him in sorting out these major
problems in Indonesia, so that he could get on
with the much-needed economic, political and
constitutional reforms. Economic recovery and
political stability are the need of the hour.
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/Suharto Jnter
v iy

-
By P. 5. Survanarayana 5(\

SINGAPORE, MaY 29, The Indane-
sian authorities today placed the
former President, Gen, Suhario,
under "house arrest” in Jakarta
for expediting his interrogation in
connection wirth allegagons that
he had amassed wealth dispro-
portionate to his known sources
of income as the country's chief
executive for 32 vears until May
15998 when he resigned in the fuce
of an uprising against his rule.

The word in political circles was
thar the decision was made dur-
ing a meeting that the Artorney
General, M, Marzuki Darusman,
held with the President, My, Ab-
durrahiman Wahid, in the Indone-
siany capital wday.

The initial indication was that

Gen. Suhano would be confined
to his restdence fon 14 days from
today, and this period would be
coterminous with 1Re exiended
duration of his “city arrest.” tUn-
der that previous order, Gen. Su-
harto could not leave lakarts’ so
that he could be thoroughly ques-
tioped by the Attorney General's
prosecutars in regard 1o altega-
tians of wrang-deoing concerning
some charitable trusts,

toaday's mose was a sequel o
the latest upsurge i student pro-
test, sometimes violent, in sup-
port of the demand that Gen.
Sutharto be brought 1o trial quick-
by,

With the former President de-
clining 1w wavel to the Attorney
General's Difice for interrugation,
the investigatars bave been gaing

to his residence, the latest such
exercise taking place shortly be-
fore the order regarding his
“house arrest.” Today’s Interro-
gation too was halted alter the
doctors, present during each such
sessiont, noted that Gen, Subarto’s
blood pressure rose considerably
at one stage during the exercise.

Anather major development on
the indonesian front woday was a
bormnl blast at Medan in Sumaira
for the second successive day.
The violence was suspected to he
af a sectarian nature and several
injuries were reported.

In the province of Aceh at
northern tip of Sumatra, a fresh
burst of violence was said 10 have
left four persons dead.
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ogation'to be expedited”

The former indonesian
President, Gen. Suharto, at the
wedding party of his
granddaughter in lakarta in
this March 28 fite photo.



hid wants ban on

Q\Q’

SINGAPORE. MARCH 31. The lndo%c—-
stan President, Mr. Abdurrahmun
Wahid. today sct himmself on a col-
lision course with political and re-
ligious leaders by asserting that a
34-year-old parliamentary decree
bamning comimunism must be re-
voked. On a separafe froni, he
bowed to mounting public pres-
sure and backed away from im-
posing a fuel price hike. lle
ordered that the move be de-
ferred.

The Indonesian aurhorities had
reaffinrned last might that the
planned fuel price hike would be
carried ouf even in the face of a
public protest that began yester-
day and as students, as also oth-
ers, threatened to launch a mass
campaign fromn April 1 on this po-
litically emuotive issue. An agita-
tion against fuel price increases in
1998, in the contexr of certain pre-
scriptions for Indonesia by the in-
ternational Monetary Fund, had
snowballed into & popular upris-
ing that led to the resignation by
the then President, Gen. Suharto,

Today's move in Jakarta by Mr.
Wahid to hold oft fuel price in-
creases was, however, punctuated
by a controversial decision to
raise the salary structures of high-
er civil servants by what the Presi-
dent's  critics  described  as
astronomical proportions,

The Wahid administration has
heen <o preoccupied with this ec-
onomic issue as also the legal
question of communism in the
context of civil liberties that Mr.
Wahid answered questions on in-
donesia's domestic agenda  of
concern to the IMF while address-
ing a press conference along with
the visiting Pukistani Chief Exec-
utive, Gen, Pervez Musharraf,

Coincidentally for the Mushar-
raf visit to Jakarta, the ndone-
sians carricd their new
democratic fe, vour (o the streets,
on one side, 35 N 1NE isoue o el
price hike and to the political cen-
trestage as on the question of
communism.  The Indonesian

By P. §. Suryanarayana

communism to go /

Commilnist Party was banned in

1¢ context of an abortive coup
attempt in the 1960's and a fierce-
Iy violent version of McCarthvism
was unleashed against the sus-
pected practitioners of that ideol-

agy.

After attending prayers at a
mosque in Jakarta, Mr. Wahid as-
scrted today that the prolonged
ban on the Communist Party
must go. He said; “This is related
ta legal and political rights devel-
opnient. The (old) decree (ban-
ning communism in Indonesia)
eliminates the political rights of
the people.”

Mr. Wahid called upon the anti-
communist Isfamic clerics and
scholars. to pause and ponder
whether it was right 10 have ex-
tended the sanctions of the [ndo-
nesian State against even 1he
children of suspected members of
that outlawed party. He was par-
ticularly aghast that the label of
“ex-political detaince” was af-
fixed to the identity cards of even
the relatives of suspected com-
munists, My, Wahid said: “If we
do not agree with {propagarors of)
comnumnism, we must teach the
people. That is all.”

Pointing out that Islamic theol-
ogists were looking at the com-
munism question from their own
standpoint of opposing an anti-
religion ideology, Mr. Wahid.
himself a cieric in the past, said it
was incumbent on him as Presi-
dent to uphold the country’s 1945
Censtitution which had not either
identified or banned the commu-
nists.

Reacting to Mr. Wahid’s move
lo restore the pelitical rights of
the communists, the Chairman of
the People’s Consultative As-
sembly (MPR), Mr. Amien Rais,
said the country might face a dan-
ger it the President’s call in this
regard were to be heeded. A pro-
visional MPR had passed a decree
in 1966 proscribing the propaga-
tion of communism in Indonesia.
Mr. Rais wanted Mr, Wahid to
consult the “ulemas” on (his is-
sue.
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lslamists

By P. S, Suryanara},'mnavg-’Ill tian half—islan& of

SINGAPCRE, APRIL 6. Radical Jsta-
mists of Mushm-majority indene-
sta have raised a war cry once
again in Jakarta against the mi-
nority Chyistians in the country’s
Spice Isles. The President, Mr. Ab-
durrahman Wahid, has frawned
on the cail for a crusade and
vowed 10 protect the minorities.

On a diffevent front, the Unired
Naitions  announced plans o
transform s existing Transitional
Administration  in Fast Timor
(UNTALT, into a dynamic “civil”
structure in that enclave, now un-
der the world body's (utelage
pending complete independence
in a few years. The UNTAET s lat-
est plans were unvellerd in the ter-
ritory’s capital by the head of the
Transitional Administration, Mr.
Vieira de Melle.

For the predominanty Chris-

‘as{ Timar, un-
til recently a dispiled province of
Mushim-dominant Yndonesia, the
LN, would now se§ up “district
advisory councils™ " that would
function under the overall super-
vision of the Narional Consulta-
tive Council.

The idea, according to Mr. de
Mello, was to enhance the recruit-
ment of native East Thinorese into
the top echelons of civil service
and sirengthen grassroots admin-
1stration.

The recruitment and training of
East Tisnorese as judges, too, were
being addressed on a priarity ba-
518,

The "Spice lsles,” an undisput-
ed integral part of Indonesia, are
home to the country’s Christian
minority, and the latest protest in
jakarta raised the political tem-
perature in regard to the politics

e e ——— e

again Il for ‘crusade’

of religion. The latest rally in laz
karta, organised by a radical outfit
identified as Ahlus Sunnah Wal
Jamagh forum, was featured by
surident calls to over an estimated
2000 militants, some of them
armaed as well, to carry out a “ji-
had” against the alleged “"Chris-
ttan insurgency in Maluku™ in the
Spice lslands. A “war command-
er” asked the Government to end
at once the alleged killings of
Muslims in Maluku.

Later, some representatives of
the protesiers were allowed to en-
ter the presidental palace in Ja-
karta to convey their views to Mr.,
Wahid. In the evem, though, the
protesters could not convey their
sentiments to the President as the
latter became furious over the ag-
itation itself, according to a ver-
sion in the political circles in
Iakarta,
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.~ Protests in —
Jakarta
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[ JARARTA, April 87 '
’ Thousands of Muslims took e i

the streets vesterday in |
L Jakarta to protest against 1
' President Abdurrahman |
P Wahid's plans to revoke a han !
" on Communism and resume !

{ irade ties with Tsrael. '
. About 5.000 protester AT

|
Indenesian Islamic Frant J
demanded that the President (
give up his plans to abelish the |
decree  of the People’s .
Consultative Assembly that |
bans the spread of Communist |
wdeniogy. The demonstrators |
included teachers, preachers |
and students j
The protesters held a rally in |
front of Merdeks Yalace after |
;o attending Friday %Jra_\-ers at 2
¢ imasque nearby,
The demonstvators. wha
denounced Zionism as the “roct |
;of Communism”, burnt an
i Isvaell flag in front of the pres
derdial palive.
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By P. 8. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, APRIL. 8. The United Nations Transitional
Administration in East Timor (UNTAET) and the 1n-
donesian Government have signed an accord on ju-
dicial cooperation in respect of the cases involving
human rights violations in that territory, which is
now under the world body's tutelage as a prelude to
complete independence in a few vears. East Timor
was, until recently, a disputed province of Indonesia,

Welcoming the accord, the LN, Secretary-Gernter-
al. Mr. Kofi Annan, drew attention ro the limited
scope of the cooperation, namely investigation and
prosecution of those responsible for onty last vear's
violence in East Timor,

The agreement provides for the wansfer of people
from the jurisdiction of one side to that of the other
for cooperation in regard (o the following aspects:
the provision of information as also evidence, the
participation in actual legal proceedings, besides the
pre-trial exhumation of bodies of suspected victims
of vinlence that took place before and after East Tim-
or voted for independence fram Indonesia last year.

The other kev aspecty pertain to a pledge by In-
donesia and the UNTAET to pansfer persons de-
tained by one side to the other for eliciting evidence.
Cooperatinn is pledged in regard to scarches and
seizures as also the arrest of suspects living under
the jurisidiction of either side. The two will assist
each other in carrving out investigations and in the
transmittal of judicial documents.

©n a different front of relevance te Bast Timor,
three pessons were reported killed and two others

o VJakarta to cooperate
W\ on E. Timor cases”;

v
\V
o

seriously wounded as a result ofa gunfight in a refu-
gee camp on the Indonesian side of the border with
that U.N.-controlled enclave. Indonesian officials
made it clear that the unrest had nothing to do with
Jakarta's recent decision to suspend aid to the refu-
gees in the pocket now affected by violence. The
refugee camp in guestion housed a number of East
Timorese whao had earlier served in the Indonesian
armed forces and Jakarta had recently begun con-
fiscating the arms held by such persons.

As Tor alleged human rights violations inside In-
donesja itself over the past several decades, the Pres-
ident, Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid, is expcected to
discuss with the leaders of South Africa the finer
points of its truth and reconciliation commission so
as 1o ascertain whether that model could be adopted
in South-East Asia’s largest State.

Meanwhile, the Chairman of the Indonesian Peo-
ple’'s Consultative Assembly (MPR), Mr. Amien Rais
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
{DPR}, Mr. Akbar Tanjung, have scparately ex-
pressed their opposition to the President, Mr. Ab-
durrahman Wahid's plea for a revocation of an old
ban on the country's Communist Party.

Their argument, acquiring importance in the con-
text of vesterday’s rally by {slampic vadicals against
commrunism, is that the revival of an anti-religion
political idenlogy would go against the grain of ' Pan-
casila™ or the five principles of Indonesian State-
hood.

The ban was imposed in the 1960s by a provisional
MPR and the Communist Party of Indonesia had
participated in the 1955 general election, the coun-
try’s only free poll undl 1999,




< > Resentment over Wahid remarks

By P. §. Survanar'tyand“

SINGAPORE, APRIL 10. The Indone
sian President, Mr. Abdurrahman
‘Wahid, now on a foreign (our,
came under political fire a1 home
todav, with some of his critics
cven suggesting that he was run-
ning the risk of Deing “im-
peached” by the prople.

The Speaker of the House of
Representatives (DPR}, Mr. Akbar
Tandjung, said that Cabinet Min-
isters should not be sacked on
mere presemption of wrongdo-
ing. The President could dismiss
Ministers on grounds of corrup-
tion only il they ivere proven
guilty of such praciice, Mr. Akbar
suggested, in response to Mr. Wa-
hid’s assertions, while in Pretoria,
that some of his Ministers were
obstructing Indonesia’s ¢ccononi-
ic reforms by acting in their sell-
interest and not the public good.
- Although Mr. Akbar conceded

the President’s prerogative to re-

move Ministers, the Speaker cau-
ttoned Mr. W dhl(l that he and his
Government “may face a sort of
impeachment from the people if
(the present) social unrest contin-
ues to escalate” at home. The so-
cial unrest in focus is the rising
tide ol public anger, especially
from (he islamist quarters in
Muslim-majority Indonesia, over
Mr. Wahid's move to re-legalise
the countey’s proscribed Conrmu-
nist Purty (PKI.

Astrand of opinion in Jakarta's
political circles is that Mr. Wahid
has at present sought to play the
PK) card. as Wl were, in erder to
put bressure on the 1.5 and the
International Monetary Fund to
extend cconomic help te Indone-
sia. Ilowever, this (suspected)
tactic was only alicnating the
Muslims besides being contrary
to Indonesia’s State principles,
according to Mr, Wahid's critics.

As [or Mr. Wahid's jatest hint, in
remarks made in Pretoria, about

the possibility of some Cabinet
changes, a view amony his poliri-
cal opponents was that the Presi-
dent might effect the shulfle while
still heing abroad at this time in
much the same way as he had,
during a previcus long foreign
tour, asked Gen. Wiranto to resign
fromr the Cabinet. In the event,
Gen. Wiranto was  suspended
from the Cabinet, not sacked, al~
ter Mr. Wahid returned to Jakarta
on that occasion. The President's
critics have now argued 1hat he
could similarly “decommission”
Ministers suspected ol corruption
until they could be proved either
guilty or innocent in a due judicial
DIGCEess.

The main throst of My, Wahid's
anger with some of his Cabiner
Ministers, cspecially those deal-
ing with cconomic portfolies, is
that they have not done sufficiens
work te secure the release of sus-
pended aid from the IME.

O the positive side for Mr, Wa-

liid at this time, he won assuranc-
es from his South African hosts
abont help in organising an In-
donesian truth and reconciliation
commission.  This  idea  went
denvnn well with some of Mr, Wa-
Hid ~ cridcs including Mr. Akbar.

The Attorney General's Office
today went to the residence of the
former President, Gen. Suharto,
in lakarta ro pick up the threads of
interrogation rom where these
were left during o previous such
visit By State prosecutors to his
house.

Gen Suharto, now under pre-
liminary scrutiny for his alleged
arcumulation of ill-gotten wealth
through charitable foundations
linked to him and his tamily, did
not respond 1o summens from
the Attorney General’s Office for
quvs[lunmg As his lawyers cited
the failing health of the former
President for this, the new pra.-
tice of interrogating him at his
residence is being resorted te.

31 apR2m



QINING o) Uy suon
oo feruaplsaxd 12aMp 104 J[E0 S, piEMm
1N Junpoeq Lfesuodored moyim ssaId
-u03 jsaie] 54 pepnpuod ‘tnndouleng
nemeSe SW AQ PI] ‘(d-1dd) SpEnag
JO Auieg DUBIDOWAC] URISIUOPUL J{]
AITEd ISIUTMIUIOTY §, AHUnGD
BY) UQ UPqQ PlO-S3pEIAp 200l 01 A]
-quIassy aapeImnsuo s adoag i o1 (e
siy fummauas Ay UONBIIOUDIAL [PUOEU
F33s PUE HOOMINSUOT) SFET 2141 proydn oy
AAJOSAI S| PAULIJTER ‘BURAR] WL IWLLNG
PAnS a1 Julpusne mou priEpy Bl
-qeLMpY YA UapIsdad o) ‘ApymiEeapy
-10TUL] Iser o3 suoisinour tefalj dun
-1oqe pue Suipie sem ALIGIU UREIUAD

uoIjeuIpi00d 1o piodJe ug

-] a1 eyl suapeiajie JO UIEE) UEISLOD
att pua ue o1 SuLg pned sdas sy LS
-apis 0M3 a1 Aq Suijjoned eprog paleup
-3000 0] WSBISTIUA 10 Yoef s 'N'f) 21
sB mes o1 Jeym pazoidap oy uesy (e
1|1 punofdyoeg sup JsumEde sem 1

*SNO0} U anss| 15410
-UR §T Apls UIDISam A W0l PUrR@mIoy
IR 01 $2a8N)01 68210WI1], ISBY JO WINIAT
B 10 UONRH[OR} AL AIOII) PROHUGD
SN e onut mSuo asatowly ised Jo
sequur eueei-aid £g suosinout pasal
-1 1zasad 01 OSfE I ISIN0D [EWIOU 3}
ur asead urgidie 0y Afun 10U A1ESS3n3U
PRIBPISUOD ST IDWILY, U AU BUIPAIP 15aM
-15ua Ay Jo sapis ylog uo [dia AR

Y CSUCHESILIOE Ayl 1940 ARLUSID §1833ef
atp pue saueld LAVING o £q aoedsie
511 JO UOWEOIA UL INOYE IPIS UBISIUOP
-ul oY) Aq sUoUIES|e JO 1X3IU03 35038 a1
ut aovnrodiut saxmboe uosiaod sy Al
-RPUNGY SIY} 590538 SIUAPIOUI ATejypua Suy
-yefnsaau osge se Sunnodar ut mrradosd
01 poBpeld sapls omi agy puw Ipioq
[EOTIE] JADIUYAp $IU) SS0108 SUOUEaM
ALIBD 0] PAMOT]E 3 PJROM 9010] I9IBN

‘parninhal usym
pue se s1adaayasead N[ aYJ pue (FUUOS
-1ad AGIFY UB[SOUODUT SI1 U3AaMIaq s3w
-jaall 2)BH|IDB] PINOM SIAATISGO ST
‘puR[st 10wl ], &1 JO saafey UIdISem PR
WIAEEa Ayl uaamiag duy Buipup pouy

s

13 APR200

-ap ey uo siuied vonound, g1 ik pounn
“B)S ag PNoM SIALISGO ATRIIITT N
) g sageprdps piodoe Isarel Ayl

prsauopy jo ued pandsipun
‘[eI8a) UR S{ SOUILT ISIAN SIRAA MA v
w Ayudia1aa0s 20008y J0 Prayw adefpin
SN[ 9 I8pun juasald e s aieg man
e Apeorpunf jou ng Ajfedutea owi],
1583] AIUAL ,LOULL] 834 PUR JSBY] U3aM]
-aq Jatuay pasiudonas AjleuoneUIAILL AY)
SI 3UR,, PIES S} 1M 19AA0SIELM UORED
-geliss ow ARy pMoM AlRpuned € Jo ol
STUIfEP 91 TBYL PALLIERTY SUOREN Paiuf]
ayr ‘LIRIHALNI Iowy sey 0] aolod
TRUOQRUIGRI] PAIPURYSIP-mOU 3] pur
BISaUOpU cmuéw;.ﬁw

‘at B4 A

-dn yorym quatuaziBe ayl fupunouuy
QRSN PUTUEY 1A IE
-prap aauspusdapn renmaad s 101 ] 1585
Ag ‘siagio Juowoe ‘passolIm Seam 3t pue
ojeuyRAg DI Uon) TRI HAdL0 Ao
unisauopu| 401 ¥ PUE ‘SGjUes 50| 3p ute]
wan) 7 ‘Aum Butdasyaoead S 1AV
NPl Ay Jo 3apuRwwiod 2y Aq pauds
SEM (1O AL U181 19p10d 2Indas pue
RIS B LTRIUIEAL, 0 SIS OM) Ot Haam)
-3 MONBUIPIGOD [ILdR] ATRLIE, L0
SuIpURISIAPUN JO WNPUBIOWSLT MU B
pauis aaky { [AV.LN[1) F0LUILLISEH Ul U
“RASWUIWPY UOHISURL], SUONEN Panuf)
) PR RISAUOPUT TT UNdY ‘FHOJVONIS

43R LB palep n Q\w pueipIsuRAING ‘S g A9

S q,.\_.*u<._.z= ‘eisauopuj :owij jse3



T 15 once agaip a political crunch for

the indonestan President. Mr.

Abdurrahmak Wahid. As on the several

occasions since he assumed the
presidency last October heralding hopes of a
democratic resurgence, Mr, Wahid has been
able to hold the initiative {irmly without
getting buffeted by the swirling political
winds on the domestic front.

However, the task of enthusing the
International Monetary Fund to defiver
some goodies, no gifi-wrapped ones though,
t0 a financially- eroded Indonesia has not
yet been accomplished. During his latest
round of foreign tours, My, Wahid was able
to gain pledges of economic help from
fapan, but the fact remained that the IMF
would not be easily impressed by lakarta's
economic diplomacy of promises. The
question of a fuel price hike, linked to the
IMF’s view of Indonesia. may yet test Mr.
Wahid's ability to carry the people with him.

‘While the larger issue of a clean-up of
Indonesia’s economic house remains to be
addressed, be it the restructuring of the
banking system or the reform of the capital
market, Mr. Wahid continues to face a
prime reality check on the political front,
The latest chalfenges refate to a twist in the
tale of the military’s role in politics, a storm
of pratest over the elasticity of civil-political
liberties, and the doubts gver the fmite to
accountability in public life,

New nuances of power-play have come to
define the equation between the military
and the civilian elites following the latest
confirmation of the retirernent of Gen.
Wiranto. Although he had, as the overall
commander of the military forces (TN},
acted in a demncracy-friendly manner
during last year's historic elections that
marked a return of political pluralism, he
has also shrouded himself in several

+ cantroversies.

The relatively-new TN conunander,
Admiral A. 5. Widodo, originally picked for
that post by Mr. Wahid in consultation with
Gen. Wiranto, affirmed in Jakarta on Apeil
20 that the military would disengage itself
from active politics. There was no less
salience in a parallel statement by the Army
Chief, Gen. Tyasno Sudarta, that the TNI
“had merely expressed concern over the
present situation’ and that there was "'no
intention” to play politics, The fwo echoed
each other’s views but the difference was
that Gen. Sudarte was seeking 1o defuse a
crisis sparked by the perception that he had
pledged the army's support for Mr. Wahid
in the event of the President’s civilian
political critics launching a bid to wpple
hin.

Given 1ndonesia’s experience of military
dominance in civiian pofitics, the very
notion of an army prop for the President
has become anathema to Mr. Wahid's foes
and friends alike in the present clirnate of
opinion in favour of sustainable demoeratic
ethos. The latest focal point in the 1aje of a
military-civilian co-existence is that there is

As on several occasions since
he assumed Indonesia’s
presidency, Mr. Abdurrahman
Wahid has been able to hold
the initiative firmly without
getting buffeted by the
swirling political winds. P. S.
SURYANARAYANA reports.

{ndonesia’s President, Mr. Abdurrabhman Wahid, with hi

Wahid rides the waves

through civilised debates and persuasive
campaigns. His critics have not so far
agreed to yield ground on this issue, citing
the uniqgue circumstances in which the ban
was impased in the world's largest Mushim-
majority state.

However, Mr, Amien had played a pivotal
role in the election of Mr. Wahid as
President when he faced heavy odds in
overcoming the challenge of Ms. Megawati
Sukarnoputri, Not surprisingly, the MPR
Chairman has now indicated that he and
Mr. Wahid have agreed to criticise each
other in bid ta strengthen Indonesian

EIRL 8

&Y y, Ms. Megawatl )

Sukarnoputri... staying one step ahead of his detractors.

political resistance ta the idea of a
pratective military umbrella for the
President in the stated defence of
democracy itseif.

Leaders such as the Chairmean of the
People's Consultative Assernbly, Mr. Amnien
Rats, and others were guick to protest
against the perceived possibiiity of a military
intervention in the name of shoring up the
political position of a new messiab of
demacracy.

Prior to this alarm over the army’s
suspected agenda of drawing a cordon
araund even a democratic president, Mr.
Wahid had sparked the ire of Mr. Amien
and others of his line of thinking by
proposing that the MPR should Lift the ban,
imposed in the 1960s, on the Communist
Party of Indonesia. Mr. Wahid's reasoning
was that it would be a travesty of civil-
political liberties if an ideology were to be
proseribed instead of being thwarted

THE
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demaocracy. This was in keeping with the -
“fairy tales and familiar talks” that are  *
known to charactetise the “politics of €
consultation” in East Asia, b

£
On a related front, there is a new twist to

the “'fairy tale' of Ms. Megawati accepting: .

to serve as Vice-President under Mr. Wahid

after having lost the presidential race to him
in a transparent but indirect election last o
year, She bas now remained cool to the idga
of a direct presidential efection as proposegd
by Mr. Wahid at a recent convention of hey.
party, while he appeared to test her politicg
will by saying that he would relish a contest
with her in a direct poll next time.

Mr. Wahid had nat et been able to
resolve the case of the former President,
Gen. Suharto’s alleged corrupt practices in
the light of transparent accountabitity
norms. For Mr. Wahid, it is still a question
of translating his demacratic Government
into actual governance,

DRI &
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- UN troops fire at protesters

"Wabhid in landmark

visit to
(-5

FROM HEATHER PATERSON

Dili, Feb. 29 (AP): UN troops
fired two warning shots today
after protesters tried to block a
motorcade carrying Indonesian
President Abdurrahman Wahid,
who is on a landmark reconcilia-
tion visit to the devastated territo-
ry.
The President and his party
were not affected by the brief inci-
dent, and the head of state was
cheered by a crowd of about 12,000
East Timorese when he drove up
to UN headquarters afew minutes
later.

Wahid. a democratic reformer,
arrived in East Timor in a historic
attempt at reconciliation with a
nation destroyed by Indonesia’s
military during its savage, 24-vear
occupation.

He was met at Dili airport by

; Jose Alexandre “Xanana” Gus-

. mao, the territory’'s main indepen-
dence leader, Nobel laureate Jose
Ramos-Horta, UN chief adminis-
trator Sergio Vieira de Mello, and
other senior officials running the
world body’s transitional authori-
ty in East Timor,

Protesters demanding to know
the fate of resistance fighlers cap-
tured by Indonesian troops after
their 1975 invasion, attempted to
block the road but were pushed
back by Portuguese UN soldiers
who fired into the air to calm the
crowd.

Gusman welcomed Wahid say-
ing the visit was important for
both couniries. “You are a symbal
of the universal principal of peace,
justice, and democracy,” Gusmao
said. “You bring hope to East

L

ast Timor._

o R

Indonesian President Abdurrahman Wahid (left) with East

Timorese independence leader Xanana Gusmao in Dili. (AFP)

Timor because in your country
vou can create (conditions) for fu-
ture dialogue and democracy.”

Before being ushered into the
building for talks with indepen-
dence leaders and UN administra-
tors aimed at improving ties be-
tween East Timor and its former
master, Wahid briefly addressed
the crowd in the local Tetum di-
alect.

“1 feel T am still in my home-
land because Indonesia and East
Timor cannot be separated,” he
said. “We are also people who
have suffered.”

Wahid was also expected to
open an Indonesian representa-
tive office in Dili and lay wreaths
at an Indonesian military ceme-
tery and the adjacent Santa Cruz
graveyard where Indonesian
troops massacred 200 unarmed
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civilians in 1991.

His trip comes as Indonhesian
prosecutors prepare to lay
charges against military officers
and militia members for the mur-
der and destruction that gripped
the territory in the aftermath of
the August 30 independence vote,

Before Wahid's arrival, hun-
dreds of armed peacekeepers
lined the seven-km route from the
airport to the centre of town.

Though there is much resent-
ment among the East Timorese to-
wards Indonesia, intdependence
leaders have called on their people
to give Wahid a warm welcome, “I
am here because T want Wahid to
say sorry.” said Huanita da Costa,
a Dili housewife.
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“Wahid ‘sorry’ for .

|

|
!
|

E Timor wrongs

L)(,

ASSOCIATEDPRESS A\

DILL Fob 29 — Seckird to make amends for 24 vears of boEaT” |
occupation, the Indonesian President today solemnly apologised
for past human rights abuses that his country inflicted on the
small predominantly Christian territory of East Timor.

Mr Ahdurrahman Wahid is Indonesia’s first head of state to visit
the region sinee it broke away from the world's largest Muslim
nation last vear, triggering a wave of violence and devastation.
He laid a wreath at the Santa Cruz cemetery next to the graves of
about 200 Bast Timorese civilians slaughtered by Indenesian sol-
dl in 1991, He then paid homage to Indonesian soldiers baried
it an adiacent field.

711, Mr Wahid was warmiy welcomed by East Timer's long
- But hiz landmark attempt Lo foster reconcilia-
vred when UN peacekeepars fired shots over the

s prvap ol qsm Indonesian protesters. “I would iike
or the sine that have happened in the past, to the

an ‘ilira r'" Santa 1 Cruz and those friends who are
"iu Ck,mcmn " he said. “These are the victims

Lo ai‘r' IO
\WL ms or ihao

Alr ‘\‘s atnd’s 111p is ‘mm qbeled as symbolic and seis the tone
for fuitive relations hetween East Timor and its former master. It
slan prosecuiors prepare to lav charges against |
military oficers and miliiia members blamed for the mayhern. |

‘Tndsunesian Ltroops withdrew from East Timor last October, E
bringing it an end thoir accupation of the former Portuguese |
colony. Human rights groups estimate that more than 100,000
people were killed during that peried.- i

Although securuy in Dill was tight with armed UN troeps lining |
the sireets and sharpshocters posted on buildings, an angry mob f
attempted to block Mr Wahid's motorcade on the road from the |
irport. The demonstrators, demanding to know the fate of resis- L
itevs captured by Indonesian tronps after their 1975 |

\
i
!

were pushed back by Portuguese soidiers.

My \uaiL.,; and his party were unaflfected by the brief incident.
and the Prezident was cheered by a crowd of 12,000 East
Timorese as he arrived at the UN headquarters. !
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carnage.

By P.S. Suryanarayana “() -

SINGAPORE, MARCH. 1. Even as the
Indonesian President, Mr. Abdur-
rahman Wahid, today discounted
suggestions that he had master-
minded the latest shakeup of the
military hierarchy, the former
chief of the armed forces (TN,
Gen. Wiranto, testified hefore a
parliamentary panel in Jakarta
that he could not be held ac-
countable for the carnage that oe-
curred in  East Timor last
Septernher.

Mr, Wahid. speaking in Jakarta
after a fence-mending visit to East
Timor, said he had only recom-
mended that Maj. Gen. Agus Wi-
rahadikusumah, a {ield
commander, should be shifted to
the capital because he is a “think-
ing’ soldier. He was, however, not
associated with the decision that
Maj. Gen. Agus be made the chief
of the Army Strategic Rescrve
Command (Kostrad), a fulcrum
position within the TNL

The man being replaced by
Maj. Gen. Agus, 1Lt. Gen. Djadja
Suparman, was gencrally regard-
ed as an ally of Gen. Wiranto, who
was recently suspended by Mr
Wabhid from his presidential Cabi-
net, pending an official scrutiny
of the former TNI chicf's alleged
respansibility for acts of omission
and commission that had cither
sparked or sustained the Fast
Timor mayhem last year.

Lt. Gen. Djaja is now reported
to be angry that he was not even
informed of his shift by his supe-
riors ahead of the announcement

“Not responsible for |

A
|

<

Wiranto ~

Gen. Wiranto
by the military smﬂ&ﬁn j

The replacemment of Lt Gen. \
Djadja by Maj. Gen. Agus. a re- |
formist known for his criticism of |
the TNI's creed of “dwifungsi' or
the duality of roles as a sentinel of
the Statc apd as an architect of
State policy, was the highlight of
the latest military revamp.

The reformation of the TNI is |
now expected to cover @ more in-
rensive civilian auditing of the
businesses tun hy (he military,
while the Attorney-General and a
parliamentary panel will seek to
complete their separate investiga-
tions af the alicged responsibility
of Gen. Wiranto and six other TN
generals for the anti-independ-
ence violence in East Timor last”|

|
year. . i
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~Megawe
functions

JAKARTA, \ Murer
Indonesian Preoit
Abdurrahman Wah.ai.
sised on Wediiesday b
minatien to glve Vice Foerwent
Megawati Siukarpopastn & =g
nificant part in government
and even likened tier role to
that of a Primse Muisier

Speaking to reporters after
chairing a Cabrinei mecting af
Bina Graha presidevdial oifieg,
Mr Wahid Aald M-
Sukarnopulit was constaiiy
involved In decisivn-inakaog

Mr Wahid streszed that he
also conveved hix wish for Ms
Sukarnoputri’s involvenicnt
directly 1o the Cabinet so there
would be no apprehension from
the ministers.

“I need 1o eriphasise here
that in the Cabinet. 1 pointed
out that WVive President
Megawati alen lwhe 100 ax
Prime Minister, 1 sav dgain she
also acts tas Prime Mimster "

The President. popu
known as Gus Lur sard his
remarks were also a reuf
suggestions from sevovai e
lators of the need for g
appoint a Prime M-

Mr Wahid concegon
te his failing eves
Sukarnopulri pracis
most of Cabinet
already. “She ask
issues directly witn

clea, that ke w
traditio: s
\‘-':l,'f_',

YEST

seel The
vilh aore

Uiy Brday.

i that
she shiould Bey 3

(&

il t\
¢ratic STRRCTe

Mr Wahid said it war oiily by
a girk of taie and the in
wenee of People's Consultauve
Aszerably Speaker, Mr Amien

Rais, that he Dbecame
President. "I was lucky with
Mas Amicn ciherwae | woeuld

never have bocisne Prosident,”
hi joked

But it s uneleay
Wahid’s woiers
“hfk.ﬁ",:.,-‘_\;

: P e
Wivaiitin Lestifm.
AT S

'5
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_#Aceh: Maha

By P. 8. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, MARCH 9. The Mala}/—\

sian Prime Minister, Dr. Mahathir
Mohamad, today offered to help
Indonesia resolve the crisis in
Aceh if asked by Jakarta to do so.
Kuala Lumpur firmly helieved
that the restive Aceh province
must remain a part of Indonesia,
he said after holding talks with
the Indonesian President, Mr. Ab-
durrahman Wahid, in Jakarta.

Dr. Mahathir's current visit to
Jakarta was widely viewed across
South-East Asia as a major new
effort by the two countries to
strengthen bilateral ties in a con-
text in which the two leaders
themselves were seen as being
poles apart on the primacy of the
Western model of globalisation as
a sine qua non for economic
growth in the developing bloc.

While Mr. Wahid is known for
his petitics of the unconventional
kind in a South-East Asian con-
text and for his orthodox econom-
ic policies of the pro-West type,
Dr. Mahathir’s brave new world of
economic nadonalism is seen by
his critics to have no parallel di-
mension of 'liberal’ politics.

On the thorny political issue of
separatism in Aceh, a territory
hordering India’s eastern mari-
time flank, Dr. Mahathir reas-

thir’s of r\t(/: Jakarta

Gl

The Malaysian Prime Minister, Dr. Mahathir Mohamad (left), and

the Indonesian President, Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid, with their
wives in front of the Presidential Palace in Jakarta on Thursday.
Dr. Mahathir is on a two-day State visit to Indonesia. — Reuters

sured his Indonesian hosts that
his country had no intention of
stoking those tendencies. [Dr. Ma-
hathir said that he had held talks
with some religious leaders of
Aceh in Malaysia and impressed
on them the need to keep that ter-
ritory as an integral part of Indo-
nesia. If the disaffected Acehnese
leaders wanted autonomy, it was
upto them to 'negotiate’ that with
the Indonesian leaders, he main-
tained. However, Malaysia ‘at the
moment’ coutd be of ‘some help’

THE HINDU
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to Jakarta in resolving the Aceh
issue 'if asked’ by Indonesia.

On the pan-regional issue of a
renewed threat of haze spreading
from the land-clearance forest
fires of Indonesia, Mr, Wahid said
that he was being given 'different
accounts’ of the reasons for the

fires. Expressing Jakarta's political
will te stem this problem, he
thanked Malaysia for offering to
“help monitor the (Indonesian)
preparations to combat the fire.”



A pivotal aspect of the
U.N.’s agenda in East
Timor is to hold a
general election before
it can be granted
sovereign statehood.
P. S. SURYANARAYANA
on its transition to

democracy.

AST TIMOR is fast
turning inte the
plavground for new ideas
on “globalising” 4 model
being designed to put a hapless
people through their paces
towards self-governance. Not
surprisingly, the United Nations,
which has begun 1o do some

traditional peace-keeping

facing the challenge of playing(
the good samaritan of
democracy in East Timor.

East Timor, under the T).N.
tutelage at present ahead of full
independence in two or three
. years, has already received some

recognition for the perceived

talent of the native people o

manage their affairs step-by-
| step. One example of this is that

the U.N. seems willing to
" consider allowing East Timorese
. 1o participate in the prosecution
i of those responsible for
. suspected crimes against
" humanity last vear during
Indonesian rule. This contrasts
with the hesilation of the UN. to
allow the Cambodian lawyers
and judges to prosecute Khmer
Rouge leaders for the genocide
in the 1970s.

This does not, however, mean
that the U.N. does not face a
struggle in framing a coherent
message for not only the East
Timorese but also all those,
across the world, looking for
some form or other of Wilsonian
self-determination.Moreover,
given the reality that the U.S.
breathes down the neck of the
U.N. whenever it suits it, the
relevance of East Timor to
Washington's long-term
geostrategic calculus is a factor
in assessing the world body's
performance in the territory.

There is nothing new about
the overwhelming strategic
presence of the U.5. across East
Asia, including in particular the
south-eastern segment. Some
diplomat-iurned-authors such as
Mr. Bryce Harland have argued
that the U.5. could hope to
avaid a possible collision course
with East Asia only by resisting

soul-searching an the more g (o/fkw(
operations across the world, is U"‘/f)
P s C_’j

ing democracy

A

The East Timorese leader, Mr. ‘Xanana’ Gusmao, and the U.N. Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi
Annan, in Dili... aiming for a smooth transition.

the temptation of remaking Asia
in Washington's own image.
Varying images of a red star over
China and an eagle against the
sun, the latter one being a
perception of the tussle between
the U.S. and Japan, have also
provided period-specific
descriptions of the East Asian
situations for Washington's
strategic gamesmanship, If,
against this background, East
Timor has a relevance, the
reason is not complex as it
might appear prima facie.

A somewhat maverick view
among the community of
strategic analysts is that Last
Timor's location is its main
attraction under Washington's
prism. Lying somewhere
between Hawaii and Diego
Garcia, Fast Timor can, in the
hands of a U.5.-friendly regime,
be of obvious strutegic
significance to Washington. So
runs the argument which, in
some ways, will serve as a
context for assessing the UI.N.'s
agenda in East Timor, at least in
the reckoning of forces wary of
the Ammerican mood and
methods.

A pivotal aspect of the U.N.'s
agenda in East Timor, as
outfined by its Secretary-General,
Mr, Kofi Annan. is to hold a
general election in that formerly
disputed province of Indonesia
before it could be granted
sovereign statehoud. The idea,
according to him, js to identify
East Timor's first leaders in a

democratic process. As the
premier leader of East Timor's
struggle for freedom from
Indonesia, Mr. Xanana Gusmao
tops the popularity charts. Given
the presence of Mr. Jose Ramos-
Horta and Bishop Carlos Belo,
the tiny enclave is not short of
leaders, and the three have been
writing themselves off for the
future stakes.

Their levels of self-effacement
in doing so may carry different
degrees of conviction before an
international audience, but that
is not the central theme of
democratisation there.

For the present, though, the
future vision of & democratic
polity can become reaf only if
peace can be fully established in
the first place and the basic
needs of the propie are taken
care of in the short run, The
initial step in this direction was
the latest transfer of power [fom
the Australia-led international
force for East Timor (INTERIET)
to a U.N, peacekeeping outfit.

It was certainly not as if the
INTERFET had failed and
impelled the U.N. to tield a
separare peace force. The
INTERFET, which was mandated
by the U.N. {tsell as an
expeditionary as also an
interventionist force under
Chapter 7 of the world body's
Charter, has come in for much
commendation for having
restored peace in the wake of
the carnage of lust September.
However, the choice of a head

for the U.N. peace force is quite
instructive for two reasons.

First, Australia’s extruordinary
activism in visualising and
leading the INTERFET, although
carrying conviction with the
.. all the timie, has ruffled
Indonesia in more ways than
nne.

The choice of a non-
Australian for heading the new
peace force has obviously
pleased Jakarta. The ndonesian
President, Mr. Abdurrahman
Wahid, has lost no time in this
context for not only travelling to
East Timaor but also apologising
to its people for the sins that
Jakarta was suspected (o have
commilled.

The second message was
evident in the fact that a
Filipino, nat a Malaysian who
was also in the unorganised
“race,” was chosen to head the
new peace force.

The Philippines has recently
revived an old strategic equation
with the 1.8, although rthe
parameters thys tme are not as
intrinsically milizarisi as in the
jrast.

Malaysia. on the other hand,
has been wary of the 11.8s
intentions for some time
without, of course, treading on
its strategic toes. Indonesia,
known. for its relative sirategic
independence in the pasr, has
been quick to recognise this by
seeking (o make its presence felt
in Cast Timor in some positive
light.

v
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/Wahld raises cou oup..

\ spectre °’ ,qw

SINGAPORE, MARCH 14. The Indone-
sian President, Mr. Abdurrahman
Wahid, today alleged that a re-
gional army commander was mo-
bilising forces for possible action
against civilian authority. He,
however, did not identify the
commander.

The President, who disclosed
the possibility while participating
in a breakfast programme over
State television in Jakarta, said he
had nothing to fear as he derived
his political authority directly
from the people. He also spoke of
a plurality of military command-
ers gatning strength in posing a
possible challenge to the civilian
rule.

Mr. Wahid's sudden comment
came weeks after the speculation
of a possible military coup against
him had died down even as he
suspended from his Cabinet a key
military figure, Gen. Wiranto, and
stripped him of the post of Senior
Coordinating Minister for Politics
and Security Affairs. Gen. Wiranto
is now under the scrutiny of the
Attorney-General, who will have
to decide whether this former
ruilitary chief, whose formal ten-
ure with the Army will expire on
March 31, should stand trial for
alleged complicity in actions thar
either caused or sustained a car-
nage in East Timor last vear.

Suharto examined

Another key figure of the past in
the Attorney-General's watch-list
at this time is the former Presi-
dent, Gen. Suharto. On the Attor-

ney-General, Mr. Marzuki
Darusman's directive, Gen. Su-
harto was last night examined by
independent doctors to assess
whether he was in a stable phys-
ical and mental condition to be
interrogated in connection with
cases of alleged abuse of authority
and corrupt practices in regard to
charitabie foundations linked to
himn and his family.

Mr. Wahid today defended his
decision to grant clemency o
Gen. Suharto in the event of the
latter being found guilty in a court
of law following the Attorney-
General's current investigations.
According to Mr. Wahid, the offer
of a presidemtial pardon was de-
signed to induce the former su-
preme leader of Indonesia to
cooperate in carrving the due
process of law forward in regard
to the allegations against hin,

Mr. Wahid expressed a person-
al preference, too, for a proper
probe of the mass killings of sus-
pected communists in the 1960s.
But he said, he had already par-
doned, in a moral sense, all those
who were responsible for such
killings.

In East Timor, the premier in-
dependence leader, Mr. Xanana
Gusman, is reported to have ex-
pressed the view thar the UN.
transitional administration there
should co-opt natives, too, for se-
curity and other duties, despite
their unfarniliarity with English,
s0 that the tervitory's switch ro full
statchood, under the guidance of
the world body, could become
more meaningful.
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Suharto fit
s to face

questioning
pres  (A\Y

JAKARTA, Mar 23. —
Indonezsia’s foriner Yresident

Suharic is {it envugh to face
guesticmng in cemucction with
a worraption probe, the i
Attorncy-General said today. |
“It i3 possitze medicsily to call |
Suharte,”  Mr  Marzuki !
Darusman t¢ld & news confer-
ence, voemmenting on the
resulis of 0 wedical examina-
tion of the ailing fgrmer

strongman, L:! W a A
Mr Suharto) who ‘was twice

haspitalised last year after a
siroke, is under investigation
over alleged cerruption at
charitias ke formerly con-
iroiied.

Mr Darusisan said Mr
Sukaric’s famtly would be
informed ahout the result of
the invesugation and a subpee-
o wonid s00n be issusd to con-
tinue ihe inveasdgation.

When asked when the inves-
tigation would hegin again, Mr
Darusgman said, “seme time
next week hecause there are
siili sume technical considera-
tions.”

t
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IND\(/)NESIA / RIGHTS PANEL SUBMITS REPORT

~"Wiranto named in p)'obe

By P. S. Suryanarayana 9/ 1A
SINGAPORE, 1AN. 31. Gen, Wiranto, formerly the overall‘
commander of Indonesia’™s military forces (TN and
Senior Coordinating Minister for Politics and Securi-
ty Affairs, was Loday lformally cited by the National
Human Rights Commission as the officer whose
“failurve” to ensure securiry in East Timor in the wake
of its ndependence vole last year had “directly or
indirectly” resulted in a situation in which “crimes
against humaniny™ teok piace there.

Bul Gen. Wiranww was not legally implicated or
indicted in the sense that the commis-
sion, known as “Komnas HAM" in local
parfance. recommended that his con-
duct as alse that of five other Generals
during the relevant period should now
be investigaled by the Indonesian Attor-
ney General’s Office.

The findings ol a panel under Komnas
HAM, nameiy "KPP-HIAM™ which had
interrogated these Generals and others
on allegations of rights abuses in Fast
Timar, were submitted by the national
commission’s Chairman, Mr. Joko Su-
gianto, to the Attorney General, Mr.
Marzuki Darusmian, in Jakarta today.

While the findings were in conso-
nance with the spirit of the new demo-
cratic times in Indonesia where the TNI
had for Inng played a pivotal role in politics, “Kom-
nas HAM" left the final word to be said only afier a
detailed investigation that had now been suggested.

Today's unprecedented denouement preceded
the anticipated comments by the U.N. Secretary
General, Mr. Kofi Anpan, on the lindings of a panel
that he had constituted to investigate (he circum-
stances of the carnage in Bast Timor.

Mr. Sugiato and the "KPP-HAM' Chairman, Mr.
Albert 1asibuan, indicated that the primary finding
was that Gen. Wiranio was aware of the worsening
human rights situation in Fast Timor both before

Gen. Wiranto

and after t ~spon ‘pepular consulta-
tion” there 1 st August Further investigation under
the Attorney iGeneral's auspices was, therefore, rec-
ommended, especially because, as analysts and ob-

servers noted, the present evidence had not led o '

any conclusion about whether or not Gen. Wiranto
or others had indeed orchestrated or directed the
anti-independence violence. “Komnas HAM"™ sug-
gested detailed investigations in respect ot 40 peo-
ple, including the six TNI officers. Some of them are
said to helong to the pro-Jakarta militias of East Tim-
or. The latest findings, which could still ruffle the
TNI's feathers, came in the wake of affir-
mations by top military officers that
there was no room for speculation about
a coup against Mr. Wahid during his cur-
rent absence from the countty. Accord-
ing to the present TNT commander,
Admiral Widode, the President’s foreign
tour was jtself a lestimony to his faith in
the military.

Referving to Mr. Wahid's recent com-

of at least 90 per cent of the TNI cadre,
Adm. Widedo said the observation
should spur the military to strengten its
unity. The Army Chief of Staff, Gen.

tee” that “there will be no coup.”
Aceh MP found dead

AFP reports:
An [Indonesian Member of Parliament hailing fram

ment that he could count on the loyalty

Tyasno Sudarto, said he would “guaran- :

Aceh, who had campaigned for the prosecution of

military officers guilly of rights abuses in the trou-
bled province, has been found dead, the official An-
tara news agency said today.

Mr. Nashiruddin Daud, 58, vice-chairman of the °

Parliamentary Commission of Inquiry into rights
abuses in Aceh, was found dead last weck in the
north Sumatra capital of Medan. His body bore se-
vere wounds.
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. Wiranto defies Wahid,
‘attends Cabinet

~

FROM GEOFFSPENCER

Jakarta, Feb. 2 (AP): A standoff
between I[ndonesia’s President
and the military over human
rights abuses in Eagt Timor inten-
sified today when the powerful se-
curity minister attended a Cabi-
net meeting despite the Presiden-
t's demand that he quit.

Although concerns grew about
the direction of Indonesia’s new-
found democracy, a military
spokesman discounted lingering
coup rumeurs,

The conflict highiights the
simmering power siruggle be-
tween democratic reformers in
the three-month-old government
and army hardliners linked to au-
thoritarian ex-President Suharto.

Security and political affairs
minister Gen. Wiranio showed up
at the presidential palace for a
weekly Cabinet discussion held
while President Abdurrahman
Wahid visits Europe on an official
tour.

Wirante smiled at reporters
but did not comment as he strode
into the Cabinet room. Later,
soine Ininisters expressed sympa-
thy for his stand.

From Europe, Wahid has in-
sisted repeatedly that Wiranto
must quit because a government
report holds him uttimately re-
sponsible for the killing and de-
struction that broke out iy the ter-
ritory of East Timor last year afier
its people voted ta break free from
Tndonesia.

A

General Wiranto prepares for
the Cabinet meefing. (AYP)
Wiranto., who was military
commander at the time, denies
any wrongdoing and shows no
sign of resigning.

In East Timer, UN officials
said today they dug 10 badies from
a grave believed to contain the ve-
mains of up to 60 people killed by
anti-independence militias
hacked by Indonesian troops.

UN spokesman Manoel de
Almeida de Silva said the bodies
were recovered near the border
town of Pasabe, in the isolated en-
clave of Qecussi.

Human rights groups and East
Timor's independence leaders
want the UN security council to
set up a tribunal to try those re-
spansible for the violance.
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meeting

e NI

"Bt UN secretary-general Kofi
Annak, the US, and other coun-
tries Have backed Wahid's posi-
tion that Indonesia should be al-
lowed to prosecute the culprits.

Speaking in London yester-
day, Wahid warned that f Wiran-
to refuses to quit, he will “remove
him from office” when he returns
home on February 13.

Wahid has instructed defence
minister Juwong Sudarscno to
ask Wiranto to step down immedi-
ately. Wahid dismissed specula-
tion that a coup could be launched
in his absence.

Juwono was il today and did
not attend the Cabinet meeting
with Wiranto.

Other ministers declined to
commient on the impasse, though
one suggested that Wiranto
should be given mare time to step
down.

“It would be fair and good far
Wiranto,” said human rights min-
ister Hasballah Saad.

Attorney-general harzuki
Darusman said he would need
three months to decide whether to
file charges against Wiranto and
five other generals.

Wiranto and his lawyers have
slammed the report and its au-
thors as biased against the mili-
tary.

Military spokesman air vice-
marshal Graito Usodo dismissed
the possibility that the army
might stage a coup in support of
Wiranto, saying the military
would respect Wahid’s decision.




Wiranto tells Cabinet .

to ignore inquiry

Jakarta, February 2
INDONESIA'S GEN. Wiranto
today asked Cabinet colleagues to
ignore that he was under investiga-
tion over violence in East Timor, a
minister said,

"We discussed the security situa-
tion. No one questioned him
(Wiranto) about what he is going
to do,” the minister said.

COvernight in London, President
Abdurrabman Wahid demanded
that Gen. Wiranto resign immedi-
ately after he was named in an
Indonesian inquiry into the mass
violence in East Timor last
September. Wiranto, who was the
armed forces chied, refused.

Gen. Wiranto still holds the
Cabinet post of coordinating
Minister for Political and Security
Affairs. Another Cabinet Minister

Soave

AN

said he believed Gen.
wished to discuss the resignation
call with Mr Wahid directly.

"Wiranto needs time to consider.
I think there has been no direct
instruction. He wants to meet the
President to make sure about the
instruction,”  Human  Rights
Minister Hasballah Saad said.

Attorney-General Marzuki
Darusman, whose depariment will
investigate 33 peopie named in the
report, said the issue of Wiranto's
resignation was not immediately
refevant to his inquiry.

Meanwhile, medical workers in
castern Spice Islands have called
for immediate military reinforce-
ments 1o protect thousands of
Muslim refugees. In Aceh, at least
two people were killed in a shoot-
out between troops and separatist
rebels. (Agencies)
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-Lawmakers press
. Wirranto to qult

REUTERS - N\ R

JAKARTA, Feb. 3. — Leading Indoneman lawmaklers today |

pressed embattled senior minister General Wiranto to ghit for the
good of the country and its fledgling democracy.

The parliament Deputy Speaker, Mr Muhaimin Iskandar, said |

Gen Wiranto must follow President Abdurrahman Wahid’'s order
and give up his ministerial job after an inquiry linked him to
abuses in East Timor, in the “spirit of patriotism”.

“The willingness of Gen Wiranto to step down would be a great ;
contribution towards an effort to build fair and civilised legal :

processes,” Mr Iskandar, secretary-general of Gen Wahid's Nation
Awakemng Party, tcld reporters at a news conference by several
legislators. f Q WVM

Gen Wiranto himself has disappeared from pubhc view, leaving
the country guessing whether he will bow cut gracefully or fight
to keep his post as coordinating minister for politics and security
affairs.

Indonesia’s financial markets continued to shudder at the
thought of a scorned general on the rampage.

The uncertainty sent the rupiah to its lowest since Mr Wahid
won power last October — 7,600 against the dollar. The stock
market was also nervous and volatile though it edged up in thin
trade.

But political analysts — and the military itself — dismissed
fears troops might mount a coup against Gen Wahid, who is cur-
rently out of the country.

“It's fantastic to even contemplate such a pessibility,” retired
General and political analyst, Hasnan Habib, said.

Mr Wahid, speaking in Paris yesterday, insisted he was in
control of the country and that he did not have personal
enemies.

He has made no public comment since a Cabinet meeting yester-
day where he refused to step down. A palace official today said no
resignation had been received.

Mr Wahid has come under domestic criticism for the way he dis-
missed Gen Wiranto — in an interview with a television channel
during an oversecas tour — but analysts said the General could do
little more than try to salvage a little dignity.

He was lold to go after an official report linked him and |
five other Generals to the internationally-condemned violence

in East Timor after the territory voted for 1ndependence in

August,
“Gen Wiranto has nowhere else to go. It’s the end of the road.
He'll just wither away,” said analyst Wi itoelar.

Some also questioned whethes GenMViranto carried enough loy-
alty within the military. /e:
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Wahid warns
wgenerals to

THE HAGUE, FEB. 3. Speaking %;2/

The Netherlands today, the Intlo-
nesian President, Mr. Abdurréhf
man Wabid, warned his couniry’'s
restless armed farces not to cause
himn anv trouble. C} O e

He was responding?rhhe refus-
al by the former armed forces
chief, Gen., Wiranto, to resign
from his Cabinet post as Coordi-
nating Minister for Politics and
Securiry Affairs. Mr. Wahid had
called for the resignation after a
human-rights  inquity  blamed
Gen. Wiranto for brutality and
kiltings in East Timor.

Mr. Wahid said he understood
there had becn a meeting of the
generals in Jakarta vesterday.

“We have made it clear to them
that they bad better be careful.
We have the situation under con-
trol,” he said after a meeting with
the Dutch Prime Minister, Mr,
Wim Kok, to discuss a major
Dutch aid programme to advance
indonesia's reforms.

A former Dutch Prime Minisrter,
Mr. Ruud Lubbers, refected over-
night Mr. Wahid's appeal to act as
4 mediator between Christians
and Muslims in the Spice Islands.
Mr. Lubbers said he did not see
how he could help because there
were no clearly defined opposing
sides in the disovder.

Pressure on Wiranto

In Jakarta, leading Indonesian
lawmakers today pressed Gen.
Wiranto to quit for the good of the
country and its fledgling democ-
racy.

The Parliamentary Dy, Speaker,
Mr. Muhaimin Iskandar, said
Gen. Wiranto must follow the
President, My. Abdurrabman Wa-
hid's order and give up his minis-
terial job after an inquiry linked
him to abuses in fast Timor, in
the “spirit of patriotism™.

“The willingness of Gen, Wi-
ranie to step down would be a
great contribution towards an ef-
fort to build fair and civilised legal
processes,’” Mr. {skandar, secreta-
ry-general of Mr. Wahid's Nation
Awakening Party, told reporters at
a news conference by several leg-
islators. Gen. Wiranto himself has
disappeared from public view,
leaving the country guessing -
whether he will bow out graceful-
v or fight to keep his post.

But political analysts — and the
military itself — dismissed fears
troops might mount a coup
against Mr. Wahid. “it’s fantastic
fo even contemplate such a possi-
bility,” said retired general and
leading political analyst, Mr. Has-
nan Habib.

Mr. Wirante has made no pub-
lie comment since a Cabinet
meeting yesterday where he re-
fused to step down. A palace offi-
cial today said no resighation had
been received.

Gen, Wiranto, who says he did
nathing wrong in Last Timor, in-
sisted he won't step down from
the Cabinet without a direct order
from the President. — Reuters
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resident’s order
quit served
n Wirantos,

JAKARTA, FEB. 4. The Indonesia
Defence Minister, Mr. Yowono Su
darsono, said today that he had
delivered an instruction from the
President, My, Abdurrahman Wa-
hid, to the former armed forces
chief, Mr. Wiranto, who is now a
Minister for Security, 0 resign
from the Cabinet.

Mr. Sudarsona said he wld M.
Wirante yesterday of the order
from Mr. Wahid, whe is on an ex-
tended overseas trip. but there
. was no response from the Gener-
al.

“Yesterday morning, | fulfilled
" {the) Presiderd’s instruction fo
convey to Mr. Wiranto that he
should resign,” Mr. Sudarsono, a
civilian, said at a press conference,
in his office in_the Ministry of De;
nee. v
&’Tie}’ _ % A }:;)\J
wave alreddy carriedidut the
task to deliver the messdge,” he |
said. “There was no response '
ffrom Wiranto)... .We have agreed
to wait for Mr. Prestdent. { urge all
of us to wait patiently untit Mr.
President returns hosme on Febru-
ary 13, he said.
- Gen. Wiranto has so far refused
to bhudge from office, though
many analysis say that although
the military is unhappy with the
treatment meted out T Wm, i
lacks the strength and the will
faunch a coup and that the once-
pawerfal General's days in politics
appear to be aumbered,

Rumaours of a possible coup lin-
gered in Jakarta wday, a day after
Mr. Wabhid actused some army
Generals of holding secret meet-
ings while he was overseas.

Spesking in the Hague, the
Nethwrlands, Mr. Wahid said a
group of army Generals had met
in the Chinatowan districi of Jakar-
fa, not far from the presidential
patace.

“We fully control the situation,
so they have to be careful abeut
what they are doing,” Mr. Wahid
said during a joint news confer-
ence with the Dutch Prime Minis-
tey, My, Wim Kok.

The President said he had or-
dered the armed forces head,
Adm, Widode Adisuijipte, and the
national police chief, Gen. Rusdi-
hardjo, ta crack down on any at-
tempt 1o disrupt public order.

Meanwhile, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, an army Gen-
eral, among several senior sificers
co-accused with Gen. Wiranto,
denied any meeting of Cenerals
had taken place.

The military's top spokesman,
Air Rear Marshall Graita Usodo,
also denied it. — Reuters, AF, AFP

t
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Sltuatlon becoming dangerous, says gelicial

Wahid threatens to
&deﬁant Wiranto

Jakarta, Feb. 4 (AP): Indonesia’s
President will deal with his in-
transigent, powerful security
minister when he returns from an
averseas trip later this month, a
senior official said today.,

Wahid has threatened to fire
Wiranto if he does not quit before
the President’s return from a Eu-
ropean and Asian tour on Febru-
ary 138,

Todav defence minister Ju-
wono Sudarsono told reportets he
had persanally canveved the Pres-
ident’s request to Wiranto.

But Wiranto did not react to
the nrder, he said.

“Let us be patient and wait
until the President returns,” Su-
darsono said.

The military top brass denied
lingering coup rumours, but one
general warned that the situation
was “now becoming dangerous”.

President Abdurrahman
Wahid is in a deepening power
struggle with Gen. Wiranto, a for-
mer mijitary commander accused
by government investigators of al-
lowing pro-Indonesia militias to
devastate East Timor after the ter-
ritory’s August referendum for in-

dependence, /)/

~Wiranto, w ed the armgd
forces at the timg, denies any re-
sponsibility for atrocities cotmmit-
ted. He has ignored repeated calls
this week from Wahid to resign
from the Cabinet.

An Indonesian government re-
port condemning Wiranto and
five ather senior gen-
erals echoes the find-
ings of a UN inguiry.
The attorney-general
will decide whether
to progecute or hot
within three months.

Attempting to dis-
pel persistent ru-
mours that comman-
ders loyal to Wiranto
might try to over-
throw the President,
army chief of staff
Gen. Tyasno Sudarto pledged sup-
port for Wahid today.

“I guarantee as an institution
the Indonesian army will not
launch a coup,” Sudarto said.
Later the Antara news agency
quoted him as saying: *In princi-
ple, the sifuation now is becoming
dangerous, (it is) uncermain.”

Wahid assumed office in Octo-
ber as the first freely elected head

THE TELEGRAPH
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Wahid: Cracking dowi

\,"-“(ff state in 44 years Fe hns antago.

nised the military elite by whit-
tling away at their posivion and
POWET.

Wahid has replaced Wiranto
as armerd forces ehief and has in-
sister that he becoime a civilian.

Many anulvsts sav the mili
tary is too divided! ©~thze o coup
ard ths seetions

wihinat  partic-
ulariy the nirforee
and vy

strongly  support

Waiid's demovrat-
ic reforms.

In The Hague.
Wabhid waid vester
dav thar aoroupof
army cenersls had
met in the China-
town st of the
Indones<inng caph-
tal, not far from the poesidential
palace,

“We fully control the situation.
so they have 1o be careful about
what they are doing.” Wahid said.

The President zaid he ordered
armed torces head Adm. Widodo
Adisutiipto and nadional police
chiet Gen. Rusdihardjo w erack
down on any-Atiemut to disrupt
order. /

ra
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NEW DELHI, Feb. 5. — When
President Abdurrahman
Wahid of Indonesia makes a
brief wvisit here on §-9
February, India would hope
that it results in much more
than the routine expressions of
goodwill, Extracting the hilat-
o eral relationship from the
lethargy of the past few vears
is what South Block is aiming
Loat.

The changed
palitical climate
in that country,
according to the
Indian percep-
ticn, has creat-
«d conditions
that could facil-
itate a return of
“vthe bhilateral
cooperation and
interaction (o
semewhere
akin Lo what §
prevailed in g
the Sukarno |
days. Even

Mr Abdurrahman Wahid

as counlirie$ of imnportance in
his schetne of things.

New Delhi would be more
than happy to respond. It has
been talking about a “look ~
East” policy and would view
Indonesia as an important ele-
ment in that equation. Though
that country does have domes-
tic problems, the turnaround in
regional economic fortunes
would make the time oppor-
tune for revitalising the ties —
the formal mechanisms are
. already in place
i for a range of
| bilateral activi-
ty.

Of much
importance is
| the mneed to
i boost economic
ties, which like
political links,
have tended to
stagnate.
@ President
Wahid wiil be
visiting here on
his way back
home from

though it s
admitted that the spirit of the
Non-Aligned Movement, of
which both naticns were
founder-members, has clearly
waned,

Theugh no real disputes were
evident during the Suharto
era. India had seen Indonesia
as placing more emphasis on
its interaction with the devel-
eped nations of the west, at the
cost of iis regional ties.
President Wahid has deciared
a policy shift, and mentioned
India, China and South Korea

Davos, a large
business delegation is accom-
panying him. Their meeting
with Indian business leaders, it
is felt, could help break new
ground.

President Wahid’'s having
regquested for a meeting with
the Speaker of the Lok Sabha,
Mr GMC Balayogi, is being
interpreted here as a sign of
Indomnesia’s looking to the
Indian experience in the work-
ing of democratic institutions.
A heppy augury in South
Block's estimation.
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e eranto hits back
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JAKARTXFEB 8. Indonesia's for-
mer military chief, Gen. Wiranio,
has broken his week-long silence
te hil back at a National Human
. Rights Commission which impli-
cated him in atrocities in Fast
! Timac.

In an interview with The Straits
Fimes in Singapore published to-
day, Gen, Wiranto said he would
 not accept personal or legal re-
sponsibility for any crimes com-
mitted by his troops.

He has resisted pressure from
! the President, Mr, Abdurrahman
. Wahid — who is on an overseas
| tour — to resign from the Cabinet
after the panel, set up to probe
the violence that flared in the for-
mer Indonesian territory in Sep-
i rember 1999, implicated him in
. the terror.

He cited as an example the in-
famous My Lai massacre of inno-

@t richts panel

P

cent v1llagen in \lemfr“n h\ L.
troops.

“When one of the 1.5, officers
in Vietnarn during the war killed a
number of innocent villagers, the
My Lai incident, | don’t think the
commander-in-chief  of U5,
woops in Vietnam, or the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, was asked ta be
legally responsible,”” he said.

A LLN, eommission of inguiry
has also Implicated Gen. Wiranto
in crimes against humanity in
East Timor ang called for an in-
ternational tribunal ro 1y him
and five other Indonesian gener-
als.

But Gen. Wiranto insisted the
buck did not stap at the top where |
unlawfil  activities by soldiers |
were concerned. but with their
imniediate platoon or company
commanders. — AFP
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“Wahid promises pardon for
if found guilty ./

~ Wiranto

L5\

LISBON, Feb. 7. — The
Indonesian President, Mr
Abdurrahman Wahid was quet-
ed today as saying that he
would pardon the Cabinet min-
ister and former armed forces
chief General Wiranto if he
were found guilty of rights
abuses in East Timor.

But he said in an interview
with Portugal's Diario de
Noticias there would be no
gsuch amnesty for other mili-
tary chiefs, soldiers and militi-
amen involved in the killings
and destruction that followed
last August’s vote for indepen-
dence in the former Portuguese
colony.

“The armed forces chief, how-
ever guilty he is, however
wrong he has been, was the
supreme commander and we
will respect him,” Mr Wahid
said.

“He will be given an amnesty,
pardoned, after being judged
guilty,” he told the newspaper
during a recent visit to Rome.

Mr Wahid has tempered

REUTERS

demahds for his intransigent
security minister to quit by
praising his character and
revealing that the general once
saved him from an assassina-
tion plot, adds AP from
Jakarta.d: 6  Aeeis ~

In a Weekend speech to
Indonesians living in Rome,
President Abdurrahman Wahid
said, in the mid-1990s General
Wiranto, now blamed for mur-
der and destruction in East
Timor, tipped him off about a
military plan to kill him and
Megawati Sukarnoputri, now
Vice-President.

The disclosure was widely
reporied by Indonesian news-
papers today but was subse-
quently denied by a former mil-
itary commander allegedly
involved in the plot.

It was the latest twist in a
drawn-out and bizarre power
struggle between Mr Wahid
and Gen Wiranto, who like
many Indonesians uses only
one name.

Last week, Mr Wahid, who is
on an official European tour,
repeatedly asked Wiranto to

THE STATESMAN
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resign from the Cabinet over
the East Timor tragedy.

A government investigation
held Wiranto responsible for
violence and destruction after
the territory voted for indepen-
dence from Indonesia last year.
Gen Wiranto has denied any
wrongdoing and ighored Mr
Wahid's calls to step down.

Although at loggerheads, both
men and the military have
denied coup rumors fueled by
the impasse,

In what appears to be a soft-
ening of his stance, Mr Wahid
said in Rome that he trusted
Wiranto. He did not believe, he
said, that the four-star general
would move against his new
reformist government, which is
eroding the military’s once-
unchallenged power.

Gen. Wiranto telephoned him
recently to deny that a coup
was planned, the President
said.

The newspaper Kompas quot-
ed Mr Wahid as saying that if
Gen Wiranto “were found
guilty by a court, then I would
forgive him.”

A3
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WHILE ON A foreign tour, the Indonesian Presi-
dent, Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid, was forced to
handle an explosive politico-military problem
back home. Both a U.N. panel and a national
Hurnan Rights probe held the former chief of

the armed forces, Gen. Wiranto, along with a-

team of senior officers, responsible for the
atrocities in East Timor afler the people in that
former Portuguese colony voted for independ-
ence from Jakarta. There was a specific recom-
mendation that Gen. Wiranto and the top army
brass be investigated for their role in the orches-
trated violence in East Timor last year. The for-
mer armed forces chief is now the Coordinating
Minister for Politics and Security Affairs. The
President, who met international investors at
Davos and is currently on a visit to some Eu-
ropean States, announced that he would call for
the resignation of Gen. Wiranto from his Cabi-
net, so that he could be investigated. This mess-
age from Mr. Wahid was subsequently conveyed
to the General through the Defence Minister.
But Gen. Wiranto refuses to budge. He will
probably wait for the President’s return before
announcing his plans. It has been his argument
that the army, under him, was responsible for
the peaceful conduct of the ‘popular consulta-
tion’ on the status of East Timor. The violence
that erupted after the vote was spontaneous.

Unfortunately, mass graves have been un-
earthed in both East and West Timor. U.N. in-
vestigators have found evidence of the atrocities
of the pro-Jakarta militia in East Timor and al-
leged that these groups enjoyed the backing of
the Indonesian armed forces. What is worse, till
the arrival of the multinational peacekeepers,
the army did precious little to contain the vio-
lence or protect the innocent East Timorese
from the militia. But the guestion is what was
the Government in Jakarta and the then Presi-
dent, Mr. B. J. Habibie, doing? If it was a lame
duck regime whose writ did not run in the coun-

THE INDONESIAN TANGLE,

try, then the armed forces were the only author-

ment, it can alter the picture. A fair and detailed
investigation is certainly called for, But the in-
ternational community must remember that
anything that can undermine the authority of
the new President or create conditions for a mil-
itary coup must be avoided at this juncture. The
military is too powerful to be antagonised. The
U.N. has done well to decide against an interna-
tional tribunal, so that Jakarta can handle the
problem on its own. Mr. Wahid must return to
the country and deal with the crisis in person.

On his way back from Europe, the Indone-
sian leader will visit India. Soon after assuming
office last year, Mr. Wahid mooted the idea of an
‘Asian five’ league, which will include India and
China. Having visited the U.S. and China al-
ready, and now parts of Europe. he will be in
New Delhi to forge a2 new equation between two
of the four most populous countries of the
world, Despite a warm and personal rapport be-
tween late President Sukarno and Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru, ties between India and Indonesia
have remained lukewarm since the mid-1960s,
when Mr. Suharto took over. Indonesia may be
in turmoil now and will take a few years to sta-
bilise. But now is the time for India to build a
new and strategic partnership with Jakarta. Both
Mr. Wahid, and his Vice-President, Ms. Mega-
wall Sukarnoputri, have sent out the right sig-
nals for forging such an equation. During this
week's visit by Mr. Wahid, both the Centre and
Indian industry must initiate the first step to
build a new relationship and follow it up
through meaningful measures that can drive
home the message. New Delhi needs a political,
economic and military partnership with Indo-
nesia as it strives to rebuild its polity and econo-
my.
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‘Wahid rules out possibility

of Wilﬁqp
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INDONESIAN PRESIDENT  Abdurrahman

Jakarta, February 7

Wahid said he was sure a coup would not be staged

by Cabinet Minister and former military chief
General Wiranto, who is refusing orders to resign,
local newspapers said today.

They quoted Mr Wahid, touring Europe, as telling a
gathering of Indonesians in Italy that Gen Wiranto
had saved his and Vice President Megawati
Sukarnoputri's lives when they were Opposition fig-
ures under former President Suharto's rule. "I trust
Gen Wiranto," Mr Wahid said.

He said the General, then head of the Kostrad
Strategic Reserve, called him in 1997 to say he had
received an order to "terminate" Mr Wahid and Mr
Megawati.

"Gen Wiranto was told that the order had come from
the top," Mr Wahid was quoted as saying.

"Gen Wiranto said he checked with Mr Suharto
about the order, and Mr Suharto said he never gave
it." President Wahid last week ordered Gen Wiranto to
resign from his Cabinet post of Coordinating Minister
for Political and Security Affairs, after an official
investigation into last year's violence in East Timor

staging cou

implicated the former military chief.

But a defiant Gen Wiranto appears ready fo hang on
to his post until Mr Wahid returns from his overseas
tour on February 13. i

With relations between the Government and mili-
tary deteriorating, some observers have warned of the
possibility of a military coup.

President Wahid has repeatedly said he sees no
chance of a coup. although he has conceded not all the
military is loyal to him.

"Of course there is a rogue element in the military
which is not happy. They want to break out, but have
no guts. But if there is a generalisation that the mili-
tary is to stage a coup, then that is not true," the
Kompas daily quoted Mr Wahid as saying in Italy.

The Jakarta Post reported that Mr Wahid also said
he would "forgive" Gen Wiranto if he was found puilty
of wrongdoing over East Timor. "If Gen Wiranto is
judged guilty by a court, I will forgive him,” Mr Wahid
was quoted as saying.

Meanwhile, nine persons have been killed in sepa-
ratist and communal violence in Indonesia during the
weekend, officials said today. The deaths came
despite repeated assurances from the government that
it would soon secure peace. {Agencies)
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“Wiranto bad for

‘economy: Wahid
ASSOCIATED PRESS g ' A%mlc uphei@% toitjl;e

SEQUL, Feb. 10. — Indonesia
stands no chance of an econom-
ie recovery if its security minis-
ter persists in his refusal to
rezsign, President Abdury-
ahman Wahid =aid today.

The minister and former
armed forces chief, General
Wiranto, was undermining
Indonesia by his refusal to step
down over human rights viola-
tions by the military in East
Timor, the President said.

“It is because of him. his
refusal to step down, to resign
voluntarily, that the country
will lose the oppoertunity to
have investors, the chance to
have an economic comeback.”
Mr Wahid said during an
overnight trip Lo South Korea.

Downplaving fears of a coup.
he said an assistant in Jakarta
told him by relephone today
that several military generals
had expressed their support for
him. He said the generals also
planned to ask Gen, Wiranto to
resign.

Indonesia was hardest hit by
the Asian currency crisis that
swept the region in 1997, and

downfall of former authoritari-
an Prestdent Suharto and free
elections.

Mr Wahid’s trip to South
Korea, one of the world’s
largest economies, has been
largely devoted to fostering
business.

Indonesia’s path toward
democracy has been turbulent,
and Gen. Wiranto's intransi-
gence shows how uncamfort-
able politics can be in a nation
where the military had long
dominated the government,

Recently, an Indonesian gov-
ernment investigation held
(Gen. Wiranto, as military com-
mander, ultimately responsible
for the mayhem that enguifed
East Timor last year when the
territory voted to break away

from Indonesia in a UN- -super-

vised ballot,

General Wiranto has said he
will not address demands for
his resignation over the car-
nage in East Timor until the
President returns home on
Sunday.

Mr Wahid has indicated Gen.
Wiranto will be treated gently
if he resigns.

“ESIAW
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Qﬁit immediately:
Wahld to eranto

Seoul, February 11 W \’\é\ \

INDONESIAN  PRESIDENT
Abdurrahman Wahid said in an
interview published today that for-
mer military chief Wiranto should
resign from the cabinet immedi-
ately or face a temporary suspen-
SI0TL.

"I believe it would be in General
Wiranto's best interest to resign as
soon as possible,” Wahid told the
Korean-language Chosun llbo
newspaper in an exclusive inter-
view.

"T have a plan, in case Wiranto
does not step down upon my
return. I can apply a regulation
that suspends him of his duties
temporarily,” he said.

Wahid said 'ad interim' rules
allow a minister to be suspended
during an investigation, a trial or
for any suspected wrongdoings.

The Indonesian  President,
locked in a showdown with
Wiranto, arrived in South Korea
yesterday on a two-day state visit
aimed at expanding economic and
political ties,

Wahid, Indonesia's first democ-
ratically elected leader, is on a 13-

on Friday.

nau tour that
has  sparked
cCOonfroversy

amid political
and separatist
crises at home.

Wiranto has
repeatediy
refused Wahid's |
order to quit
the Cabinet after an official
inquiry implicated him in last
year's violence in East Timor.

His refusals have sparked fears
of a coup while Wahid was on his
foreign tour, but many analysts say
it has more to do with the General
trying to bargain immunity from
prosecution.

Pro-Jakarta militias went on the
rampage in East Timor last year
after the former Portuguese colony
voted for independence from more
than 20 years of often brutal
Indonesian gule.

Wahid is scheduled to return, to
Jakarta on Sunday.

He met South Korea's President
yesterday and was scheduled to
meet business leaders and visit a
KIA motors auto assembly plant

(Agencies)
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—~The general’s last battle?

B TE) N O A
The Wahid-Wiranto tug-
of-war is for the present
going the Indonesian
President’s way, writes
P. S. SURYANARAYANA.

HE SHOWDOWN between

{ndonesia’s unorthodox

civilian President, Mr.

Abdurrahman Wahid, aud the
former military supremo with a new
civilian job, Gen. Wiranto, has
acquircd several complex dimensions,
While Mr. Wahid, better known as
“Gus Dur” or “Elder Brother”, is the
undisputed champion of Indonesia’s
emerging new pluralist politics, Gen.
Wiranto has heen staking claims to
the role of 4 futurist leader with the
mind of a “democrat” and the heart
of a guintessentially-disciplined

military man., 7 : R .
aty I3 () '?tf)u-\ —‘?LWLM

Even as Gen. Wiranto has remained
firm In refusing to quit as Senior
Minister for Politics and Security
Affairs, Mr. Wahid has remained
releniless n pressing for his
resignation. [noone sense, it s an
irony, suited though o the emerging
new democratic ethos, that Mr.
Wahid shouid demand Gen.
Wiranto's resighation for suspected
culpability inv alleged crimes against
humanity in Last Timor. It must,
however, be said 10 Gen, Wiranto’s
credit that he is not ¢iting in his
delence any notion of the relative
unimportance of East Timor o a
democratising [ndonesia.

A human rights panel, sponsored
by the Jakarta Government during
the recent transition to democracy
from Gen, Suharto’s autocracy, has
very recently found evidence to
sustain the aliegation that Gen.
Wiranto's failure to ensure peace in
East Timar last year. when it was still
a part of Indonesia, had in fact paved
the way for "crimes against
humanity™” in that territory. It is on
the basis of this finding, which will
now be investigated by the new
Attorney General's Office, that Mr.
Wahid has lelt Gen. Wiranta with the
Hobson's Chaice of quitting the
Cabinet.

In Mr. Wahid's political calculus,
the principle being sought w be
upheld is more important than the
persan at the centre of the
controversy. The idea simply is that
Gen. Wiranto could be politically
rehabilitated if he were to clear his
name i a due legal process,

Although the latest crisis broke out
even as the human rights panel made
its views public during Mr. Wahid's
absence from the country. the
President chose not to rush back
home if only to try and prove that
the military weould not dare strike
against the new and evolving

democratic “order” even if he were
1o be away,

Now, in the new Indonesian public
disceurse, the part-fictionalised
“Freedom Square’ is slowly
becoming synonymous with the
struggle for demaocracy. “Freedom
Square” has of course much fo do
with the events that brought Gen.
Suharto to power in the mid-1960s in
the context of a certain
disiifusionment with the earlier
Sukarno era of Indonesia’s first and
failed experiment with political
freedom. However, internal freedom,
as an aspect of the present
experiment in democracy, is the
trophy that Mr. Wahid and Gen.
Wiranto are tighting for.

Gen. Wiranto's latest words and
actions are indicative of his unstated
beliel that hoth he and Mr. Wahid
can be winners in this democracy
game, while the President is of the
view that civilian supremacy has to
be first established beyond doubt. Tn
making this clear, Mr, Wahid has nnt
ceased to regard Gen. Wiranto as a
representative of the military
establishment (TNL. This is so
despite Mro Wahid's recent vrders
retiring Gen. Wiranwo from active
Army service with effeet from March
31 this year. In this sense, Mr, Wahid
is firtn that there should be a single
winner, namely the civilian
esiablistunent.

The objective is to completely do
away with dwifungsi or the system
thal got enwenched under the
Subharto era and gave the TNT a dual
role as the country's saviour from
external aggression as also internal
trouble and as a decision-making
participant in national political
affairs,

If, however, this pristine ohjective
has not yet won universal

THE HINDU
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Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid and Gen. Wiranto... at loggerheads.

acceptability in today’s Indonesia, the
reason has something do with the
fact that the TN tor its carlier
incarnation of ABRE had not steered
absolutely clear of politics even unde
the country’s first leader, Sukarno.
The ABRI's reasoning was rhat il was
a national military force b jnitio as
distingt fron: being an institution
created by the Stale e se.

Acquiring a new meaning in this
context of contemporary history is
Mr, Wahid's latest willingness 1o
purdon Gen, Wirante if and when he
were to be convicted for human
rights abuses.

I M Wahid's agenda simply is
that of civilian primacy, Gen. Wiranio
has raised the stakes by citing the
parallel presumption of his innocence
unless proven guilty and by pointing
10 the democratic heart thal he has
been sporting on his military sleeve.

Gen. Wiraiio's contention s that
fis catalytic contributions as a
mifitary officer to Indoncsia’s present
democratisution and o the holding of
a free volte in Last Timor should also
define the present power struggle,

If the TNT itselt, under Adm.
Widoda as its new leader, has largety
tavoured a proper Lassle hetween
Gen. Wirante and NroWahid, dhe
reason is rooted in the genceral
unpopwlarity of the military
establishment. whose continting
actions in restive arcas such as Aceh
and Ambon have not dove 1 proud,
The latest wave of violence in Aceh,
in particular, has becn gailing o the
new demograts,

The Wahid-Wiranto tug-ofwar,
invalving the language of democracy
itself, is for the momem going the
President’s way. Mr. Wahid can
sustain this ascendancy if the issues
are de-personalised



Wuhid Iétg Wiranto
in Cabinet

‘stay

ASSOCIATED PRESS

JAKARTA, Feb. 13 —
President Abdurrahman Wahid
hacked down today from his
repeated demands that
General Wiranto step down as
security minister immediatelv
over his alleged involvement in
the bloodshed 1n East Timor.

The Cabinet Secretary, Mr
Marsilam Simanjuntak, said
the President had ordered ihe
Attorney-General to launch a
formal investigation of Cen.
Wiranto’s role in the viclence
that shook the former
Indonesian province last
September. Pending the out-
come, the former military chief
will retain his Cabinet post.

“Wiranto will remain at his
present position uantil the
President makes a decision
after reviewing the report of
the team,” Mr Simanjuntak
told reporters at the presiden-
tial palace. He added that the
probe would probably be com-
pleted within a month.

Gen. Wiranto met with Mr
Wahid just hours after the
President returned from a 16-
day foreign tour. The trip was
largely overshadowed by Mr
Wahid's long-distance publie

¢ 6 e -9

IOW with the defiant general
who has been accused by
Indonesian and UN human
Tights panels of overseeing vio-
lence 'm East Timor in his for-
mer role as armed forces com-
mander,

Mr Wahid's latest {lip-flop has
forestalied a showdown
betwsen him and army hard-
liners linked to Indonesia’s for-
mer dictator Suharto. “T asked
(Wirante) to resign, but he said
he preferred ro be investigated
by law and 1 said "Okay’,” the
President told reporters after
the meeting.

“T have ... the vight to change
my ministers.” he added. “After
he is inspected by law, then I
will exercize myv prerogative.”

“The President agreed today
to let the Attorney-General
forn a special team to imeati
gate Gen. Wiranto’s case,” Mr
Simanjuniak said.

Mr Wabid “will not take any
decision about Wiranto before
the team reports the results of
the investigations to the
President”. During hig overseas
trip, Mr Wahid continually
emphasized that Gen. Wiranto
must either resign or he sacked
from the Cabinet for his role in
last vear's bloudshed, which

.ngs-uﬂ‘ﬁsﬂﬂ'
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wracked the former Indonesian
province following an over-
whelming vote for indepen-
dence.

The UN Secretary-General,
Mr Kofi Annan. who vesterday
briefly met Mr Wahid on the
sidelines of a Unctad confer-
ence in Bangkok, said he was
following “very closelv” ihe dis-
cussians between My Wahid
and Gen. Wiranto.

Mr Annan tald a press confer-
ence in the Thai capital he
would have a “long seszion”
with Mr Wahid when he visiis
Indonesia this week,

Two weeks ago — after Mr
Wahid had left for Saudi
Arabia on the first leg of his
tour — a government-spon-
soved human rights probe into
the crisiz in East Timor recom-
mended that Gen, Wiranto be
formally investigated by state
prosecitors.

Soon after the report was
made public, Mr Wahid
announced he would suspend
Wiranto. But Gen. Wiranto has
defied 1ept'ated calls to step
down,

He denied any wrongdoing
and insisted he would presemt
his case to the president in per-
son.




ngmto stays

IAKARTA, FEB. 13. The Indm1e<‘.ra11
president, Mr. Abdurrahman Wa-
hid, has today apparently backed
down in a two-week battle of wills
with the former military chief,
General Wiranto, allowing him to
keep his cahinet job — al least for
now. Gen. Wiranto, wha has re-
peatedly rejected Mr. Wahid's de-
mands to resign, will remain in
the cabinet until the special probe
of last year’s violence in East Tim-
or is complete, a government offi-
cial said.

Asked whether Gen, Wiranto
would  remain  Co-ordinating
Minister for Politics and Security
Affairs while the investigation was
being carried out, the Cabiner
Secretary, Mr. Marsilam Siman-
junrak said: “'yes.” His statement
contradicted Mr. Wahid's asser-
tion yesterday that Wiranto would
he removed from his cabinet post
. if he persisted in his refusal to re-
¢ osign.

Mr. Simanjuntak said, though,
that Mr. Wahid had not changed

for now
his opmlon tmr Gen}%&)

should resign. But follpwing a
three-hour meeting between Mr
Wahid, Gen. Wiranto, the Vice
President, Ms. Megawati Sukar-
noputri, and the Attorney- Gener-
al, Mr. Marzuki Darusman, it
appears a comproemise may have
heen reached allowing Gen. Wi-
ranto to stay in cabinet for now.

“There is an agreement that
there will be an opportunity for
the Attorney-General to conduct
a deep investigation, and the At-
torney-General will form a team
to investigate,” M. Simanjuntak
added. "The result will be report-
ed to the President on whether
Wiranto should be brought 1o
court.”

Mr. Wahid, whe returmned from
a 16-day trip abroad in the early
hours of this morning, has repeat-
edly told Gen. Wiranto to resign
after an officis! Indonesian inqui-
rv implicated him in the violence
that ravaged East Timor last year.
— Reuters

THEH‘NDU
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. p-ﬂop Wahid
suspen s Wiranto

ASSOCIA D PRESS, REUTERS and
AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE

JAKARTA, Feb. 14. — In a
surprise reversal. President
Abdurrahman Wahid today
suspended his powerful securi-
tv minister. General Wiranto,
from the Cabinet over his
alleped role in last vear's hlood-
shed in East Timor.

The {urmer military chief sald
he ameptpd Mr W &hldb deci-
qlon L) . ¢" KW
Mr Wahid, who met Gen.
Wirantoe after returning home
from a 16-day overseas tour.
announced vesterday that the
security minister would remain
in the Cabinet while the atlor-
nev-general conducted an
inguiry into violence that fol-
lowed East Timor's vote for

independence.
But late in the night, the
President —— known to fre-

quently make strong state-
ments enly to ignare them later
or change his stance told
reporters that Gen. Wiranto
would be suspended from the
Cabinet.

“While waiting for the attor-
ney-general’s special team to
investigate Wiranto, 1 have
taken a decision to deactivate

Oy v

General Wiranto at a press conference after his suspension from the Cabinet, in
Jakarta on Monday. — APJPTI

him from duty, and (appoint}
Taterior Minister Surjadi
Sudirdja as interim coordinat-
ing minister for security and
political affairs,” he was quoted
as saylng by papers.

The Cabinet Secretary, Mr
Marsilam Simanjuntak, today
confirmed that the decree con-
{irming Gen. Wiranto’s sngpen-
sion, pending the ouscome of
the new probe, had already
been signed.

(Gen. Wiranto accepted the
President’s decision. “He took a

decision and it is his right and ‘
whatever the decision we have |
to accept it, hv rold a press
conference soon after ntrending |
the swearing-in ceremeny of

his replacement as coordinat- |
ing minister for political and
security affairs. He showed no
apparent emotion as Mr
Surjadi took the oath.

In Singapore, the UN chief
expressing his pleasure said
those responsible for the East
Timor mavhem should be made
to account for their actions.
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ByP §. Suryanarayana

BANGKYK, FEB. 14. The developments in Indonesia
over the supremacy of the democratically elected
leader dpok a decisive turn today in Jakaria as the
President, Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid, placed Gen.
Wiranto under ‘suspension’ as the Senior Minister
for Politics and Security and installed Mr. Suryadi
Sudirya, in his place.

The development was & sequel to a decision an-
nounced by Mr., Wahid yesterday that Gen, Wiranto
would be allowed 1o stay on in the Cabinet on the
principle that he should be presumed innocent un-
less proven guilty of the allegations that his acts of
omission and commission had led to a carnage in
East Timor last year. It was also said then that Gen.
Wiranto would first be investigated by the Attorney-
General, Mr. Marzuki Darusman, in that regard be-
fore the President could exercise his 'prerogative’ to
either retain or send out the Senior Minister.

In reversing that step today, Mr, Wahid and his
associates maintained that there had been no U-
turn if only because Gen. Wiranto would still be left
with the opportunity to clear his name. The door for
Gen. Wiranto’s political rehabilitation in one form or
other was still being kept open in the event of his
innocence being proved in the inquiry. Gen. Wiran-
to’s “suspension” as a Senjor Minister with respon-
sibilities for salient aspects of State policy would also
enable the Attorney General and his Office to not
only act in a neutral manner but alsc appear to be
doing so while carrying out the probe, it was argued.

It was against this background that Gen. Wirante,
too, attended today's ceremonies for the swearing in
of Mr. Suryadi. The presence of the President as also
the Vice-President, Ms. Megawati Sukarnoputri, and
the present commander of Indonesia’s collective
military establishment {TNT}, Adm. Widodo, also sig-

It’s Wahid’s right: Wiranto

nalled that there was at this moment a certain de-
gree of cohesion and unity of purpose in giving the
new democratic order a chance to succeed.

ﬁ
Reuters, AFP, AP report from Jakarta L
%

Gen Wiranto said he accepted Mr. Wahid's deci-
sion. “He took a decision and it is his right and |
whatever the decision we have to accept it,” he told a .
news conference.

Gen. Wiranto was talking shortly after attending 5
the swearing-in ceremony of Mr. Sudirya. He i
showed no apparent emotion as Mr. Sudirya took I
the oath,

“When the President was abroad, he asked me to
resign but I needed time to give the President a clear
explanation about my case,” he said. “'I explained
about my position including about the human rights
violations in East Timor and he took a decision.”

Earlier, the military chief, Admi. Widodo Adi Sut-
jipto, said the military backed Mr. Wahid's decision.
“All the TINT are loyal and are going to safeguard that
decision so it can be implemented.” Adml. Widodo
said. “‘We are all convinced that Mr. Wiranto with his
wisdom will accept and follow what has been decid-
ed by the President.”

The East Timorese leader, Mr. Jose Ramos-Horta,
applauded Mr. Wahid's decision

Mr. Ramos-Horta said the credibility of Indonesia
and Mr. Wahid would be strengthened by the seri-
ousness about handling atlegations of crimes against
humanity “perpetrated by senior Indonesian offi-
cers including Wiranto.”

In Singapore, the U.N. Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi
Annan today welcomed the suspension of Gen. Wi-
ranto saying those behind the mayhem in East Tim-
or should be made accountable for their actions.

THE HINDU
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Wiranto was sus

learnt he had milit:f(&yws

By Harvey Stockwin L
The Times of Indiag News Servi
HONG KONG:

R

In armed forces
chief of staff Ad-
miral Widodo's
statement  one
can possibly find
the reason for In-
donesian  Presi-
{ dent Abdurrah-
man Wahid's
amazing  volle
- " face., when he
A. Wahid suspended  for-
mer armed forces chief General
Wiranto as a cabhinet minister and
sworc in a replacement. The presi-
dent it appears had given into Gen-
cral Wiranto till he found oul that
he had strong support within the
military.

The geaeral was suspended with-
in hours of Mr Wahid acquiescing,
to his refusal to resign. In the wake
of that reversal, Mr Wahid's aides
and supporters spent a few uncom-
fortable hours trying to explain to
the global media, for the most part
unsuccessfully. the President’s ap-
parent backdown in the [ace of
Gen. Wiranto's obstinacy.

However, a fow of them did ven-
ture to suggest that Mr Wahid re-
mained consistent with his views
expressed in Bangkok on Saturday
when he said he would reform his
cabinet if necessary. The minister of
home affairs Surjadi Soedirdja was
sworn in on Monday as (Gen.
Wiranto’s interim replacement as

ovordinating minister for political
affairs and security in a ceremony
attended by both Mr Wiranto and
Mr Wahid. Swiftly thereafter, Mr
Viranto accepted his removaf ad-
itting that he was disappointed
t said “the President took a deci-
sion and it is his right and whatever
the decision we have to acceptit™.
Shortly after that, the Armed
Forces Chicf of Staff Admiral Wido-
do issued a politically-significant
statcment on behalf of himself and
the chiefs of the Army, Navy and
Air Force saying they believed
“what has been decided by the Pres-
ident has of course been through a
comprehensive process of consider-
ation. The President’s decision was

e NEWS ANALYSIS e

intended for the interests of the na-
lion. Afl branches of the armed
forces arc loyal and will make sure
the decision is implemented in a
good manner. We arc sure that
Wiranto will accept and foliow what
has been decided by the President™.
This statement should finally put to
rest any lingering fears that this
episode might end in a mililary
coup. The last sentence carries the
distinct connotation that Mr Wiran-
to would be opposed by the military
chiefs if he were to try and muster
military opposition to MrWahid.
Mr Widodo's statement also sug-
gests one possible reason for Mr
Wahid’s latest volte face: the Presi-
dent first gave in to Mr Wiranto on

pended after

e

Wahid
upport’!

Sunday untif he had time to sound
aut other military opinion. Finding
that he had strong suzpport. he pro-
ceeded to reverse himself once
again and to suspend Mr Wiranto
from office.

It is tempting 1o assume that a
tidal wave of critical comment at
home and abroad also prompted
Mr Wahid to change his mind. But
in fact, Mr Wahid acted to suspend
Mt Wiranto long before he had a
chance to seec Monday's newspa-
pers in Jakarta or in the region,

Mr Wahid's most compelling ex-
planation of his motives came, when
he showed that he was well aware
that many Indoncsians saw Mr
Wiranto's retention of cabinet rank
as Hkely to affect the investigation of
his involvement in, and responsibili-
ty for. the violence in East Timor.

“Wiranta's case is about law, We
have 1o uphald the sovercignty of
law as truly as possible.” Mr Wahid
reportedly said. “Therefore | did
this te calm the situation and more

impartantly, o prevent any as- .

sumption that the attorney-gener-
al’s team has been influenced by
some partics” But this does not ex-
plain the circuitous and very public
route which Wahid has taken to get
rid of Mr Wiranto. Indicating the
clite’s mystification at the way in
which Mr Wahid is going about his
job, the Jakaria Post on Monday
ended its editorial on a wistful note
— "Hopefully (Wahid) will Jand on
both feet again this time ™.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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AVIRANTO SCAPEGOAT
f\f President Wahid had ps-choice \’(\\/

bC%PEGU%[ was needed for East Timor and General
Wiranto. till vesterday minister for security and political
affairs in the Wahid Cabinet, has heen suspended under inter-
im regulations that apply to members of government underga-
ing official enquiries. Even according to Jose Ramos Horta
most Initiatives in the pngrems that followed the UN referen-
dum on Timorese independence was taken by Kopassus, the
special forces created by Suharto, and not so much by regular
troops, although they too were involved. Wiranto is being held
responsible because he was overall in-charge of security in
East Timor. This seems to have been the substance of
Wiranto's defence and Wahid seemed to have taken the point,
initially, when he asked Wiranto to continue till investigations
were completed. Wahid probably changed his mind on the con-
sideration that a minister, the most powerful in hig Cahinet
after himself and the Vice-President, to be investigated for
human rights abuses by his own attorney-general would
undermine his frail democratic regime and send out wrong
signal to international investors and to the IMF. The latter, in
particular, are interested in seeing Wahid in charge so that
their prescriptions are not subverted by the corrupt crony net-
works that are well entrenched in the Indonesian economy.
and which are responsible for Indonesia’s huge external debt,
Wiranto has nothing to do with all this, but he is a symbol of
the Suharto past who has to leave as part of the process of
ending the army’s role in civilian matters. Wahid also has to
reassure Indonesia’s troubled provinces, many of whom fear
Timor-like situations through brutal army action. He has to
tell them that Indonesia has changed, that it iz ruled by law
and is sensitive 1o people’s sentiments. The army chief has
izzued a statement that the forces stand by Wahid. Sections of
the army may be sympathetic towards Wirante and towards
the hegemonic vision that held Suharto’s Indonesia together.
Only time will tell if there is a reaction from that gquarter,
Also, Wahid will have to decide what he wants to do with
Kopassus and the Kostrad, units within the old Abri that were
directly at Suharto’s beck and call for quasi-political missions,
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Annan to help tébiild

East Timor’

By P. S. Suryanarayana \\ 9 }lc;

BANGKOK, FEB. 17. The U.N. Secretary General,
Mr. Kofi Annan, today assured the people of
East Timor during a visit to the region that the
world body would help them recover from the
trauma of their partition from Indonesia. East
Timor was a disputed province of Indonesia
until last October, when the People’s Consul-
tative Assembly in Jakarta endorsed the pro-
independence vote cast by the inhabitants of
that territory in the U.N.-held referendum in
August 1999,

Mr. Annan, who received a tumultuous wel-
come from the Fast Timorese, pledged to help
rebuild the shattered economy of that enclave.
He held talks with Mr. Xanana Gusmao, the
premier East Timorese indepedence leader,
among others.

The visit by Mr. Annan, who was occasional-
ly mobbed by people in an emotional show of
gratitude, came zhead of East Timor's transfer
ta the protective stewardship of a peace-keep-
ing force under the U.N.'s direct auspices, The
half-island, presently under the jurisdiction of
the United Nutions Transitional Administra-
tion in Last Timor (UNTAET], is being policed
by a multi-national force. The [ntcrnational
Force for East Timor (INTERFET), now being
disbanded in a de jure sense, was mandated by
the U.N, Security Council lust September to
bring peace to the territory in the wake of the
carnage that followed its vote for independ-
ence in the "popular consultation” hetd under
the world body's auspices.

While the INTERTET was empowered to
take offensive military action if needed under
Chapter 7 of the U.N. Charter, the lalest ULN.
peace-keeping force, which willin a short time
replace the duties of the former, will be a more
conventional outfit, It will be likewise funded
by the U.N,, and most of the INTERFET troops
will be technically demobilised, oaly to be ab-
sorbed as members of the prospective peace
force. However, Filipino will assume duty as

s economy

!
the overall cummandLr fYhepast-INTERFET
force, while Australia, whigh acted as a prime
maover in piecing togethet the old multi-na-
tional force, will no longer head the peace op-
erations in East Timor. .

[t was against this backdfop that Mr. Annan
travelled to Dili, the East Timorese capital, and
toured other parts of the territory as well, in
order to evaluate the ground realities ahead of
an operation that might potentially keep the
U.N. engaged for the next two or three years. It
will be the first such U.N. operation of this
millennium, which too lent added importance
to Mr. Annan's visit, given the fact of East Tim-
or's present state — a near-total devastation,
which wiil require much funding to repair.

Simultaneously, the U.N. would need to
oversee the establishment of civil institutions
in East Timor, inclusive of a judiciary, while
putting the territory through its paces towards
independence aver about two vears' fime. Mr.
Annan said in Bangkok, which he visited
ahead of his present tour of indonesia and
[ili, that the TJ.N. would organise a general
election in East Timor before its formal emer-
gence as a sovereign State of its own right.

On the question of a trial of the Indonesian
military and civilian officials accused of grave
human rights abuses in East Timor, Mr. Annan
said he would like those responsible to be
brought to justice. Mr. Annan indicated this
after holding talks with the Indonesian leaders
in Jakarta prior to his flight to Dili. Mr. Annan
further hinted that he would, for the present at
least, teave the definition of {ustice in this re-
gard to the discretion of the democratically
elected Indonesian President, Mr. Abdurrah-
man Wahid, and his Cabinet.

Ahead of Mr. Annan’s arrival in Jakarta yes-
terday, Mr. Wahid suspended from his Cabi-
net Gen. Wiranto, the man at the cenrtre of the
controversy over last year's anti-independ-
ence carnage in East Timer.
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Brawl at Tlmor reunion camf

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE Q]E@
MOTA AN, EAST TIMOR, FEB 19

INDONESIAN troops firedin
the air on Saturday to halt fighting
that broke out among East Tima-
rese refugecs and residents at ap in-
formal reunion at this border cross-
ing point between East and West

} Timor, witnesses said.

No one was injured in the
shoating, which triggered panic
among some 13,000 refugees and
residents crowded onto a beach in
a neutral zone on the border. But
an AFP photographer said at keast
four people were hurt by rocks
thrown in the Zi-minute brawd,
which involved people identificd as
members of the pro-Jakarta militiz,
“People were just kind of running
in alt directions, and during the
mavhern some famlics got split
up,” said Chrstopher Lowy, press
officer of the Ioternational Office
of  Migrmion (FOM),  which
arranges the reunions. “TNI (In-
donesian Army troops) let off a
sustained burst of fire forubout 15
seconds,” and although they were
cleardy firing in the air, people dived

I3

An Indonesian soldier holds a rife during clashes between pro-
Indonesian vefugees:and pro-independence refugees while 3 refugee
hides behind a tree at the boder at Mota®ain on Satwrday — AFP

fto the sand at the sound, fearing
they worg being shatat,

[om, who was on the Indone-
sian side of the border. when the
fighting broku out said he believed
the disturbance was premeditated
and designed to disrupt the Teunion
prograrn. “Our feeling is that it was

INDIAN EXPRESS
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something orchestrated by militia.
Tewas promeditated, Obviously the
militia’s intention to disrupt the
thing,” Lom said-“The last thing
they need is reconciliation.” The re-
unionsare aimed to cnable refugees
from the West to learn about the sii-
uationin the East first hand.
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Which way, brother-in-arms?

g
SV

The acceptability of the Indonesian military by the
people of the country has perhaps reached its lowest

he evolving civil-military equa’

tion in Indonesia has for quite

some time now been the subject

of close serutiny and intense
speculation. The armed forces, known by
the acronvm ABRI, have been preeminent
in Indonesia for well over three decades.
But the question was, what wonld their
role int the post-Suharto period be? Suizhar-
to’s fall made the future uncertain for the
armed forces. The political and social
roles of the armed forces came to be reex-
amined and their docirines redefined.
Having lost their prestige and public trust,
the armed forces are, in the words of
Wiranto, at a strategic turning point. They
have been driven ta this peint by political
events,

Wiranto’s initial refusal to siep down
from his cabinet position in spite of the re-
peated demands of the president, Abdur-
rahman Wahid, for his resignation over
human rights abuses in East Timor had
notonly raised political temperajures, bitt
also sharpened the focus on civil-military
relations in Indenesia. There is hope for
the future of demdcracy in Indonesia now
that Wiranto has finally been suspended.
But it remains to be seen how this matter
affects the ongoing debate about the social
and political roles of the forces.

ABRT's so-called “dual function”,
which in Indonesia is called dwifungsi,
has been a principle enshrined in law and
practice. It is not a rationalization, but a
fullfledged ideology. Tt designates the mili-
‘gry as both the guardian of national secu-

"e1ty and a key participant in the govern-
ment, In short, it means ABRI is a political
plaver. Thirty-eight seats, down from 100
at one time, are reserved for the ABRI in
the 500 member Indonesian parliament. It
also maintains a large representation in
the nation’s electoral college, which meets
every five years. Officers can be found in
the highest echelons of government. ABRI
members also serve at all the levels of local
administration.

The scale of such involvement, critics
say, is an obstacle to the development of
civil society. Critics maintain that dwi-
fungsi gives many in the ABRI an un-
avoidable interest in preserving the séatus
quio — wholesale reform could endanger
its status and privilege. Supporters of dwi-
fungsi, on the other hand, point out that
without the military’s close involvement
in governance, Indonesia could collapse
into chaos.

Long before the economic and political
turmoil that toppled Suharto in 1998, the
ABRI had said that change must be car-
ried out slowly and steadily. But the mili-
tary leadership took time to address the
shortcomings. Its long association with
Suharto, as both the instrument and foun-
dation of his authoritarian system, tainted
the service and also caused public dissent
and anger to snowball, especially in the
last few years of Suharto’s reigi.. Follow-
ing the change of government in 1998, the
atrocities perpetrated by the armed forces

were revealed.
I Jayaand Aceh, the 1984 riots in Tan-
jung Priok, the crackdown in Lam-
pung in 1989, the kidnapping and torture
of student protestors at Trisakti Universi-
ty on May 12, 1998, the violence in the capi-
tal the same month and other events shat-

he “dirty wars” in East Timor, Irian

tered the prestige of the armed forces and .

public trust in them evaporated. It became
evident that under Suharto, the armed
forces had acted as if the indonesian peo-
ple were the enemy. As a result, the politi-

point, writes Rabindra Sen

ceptahle to the wider public.

Asthe couniry plunged deeper into cri-
sis, the armed forces moved cautiously to-
wards a rethinking of their place in soci-
ety. Worries about dras{ic reforms led to
soul searching. After years of intolerance
of opposition, the ABRI now tried to re-
gain the initiative by proposing its own
ideas for reform — including its awn con-
troversial role in society. It took cog-
nizance of the ground realities and popu-
lar demands for change and accordingly
changed its attitude.

The urban reforms hero and modernist
Muslim intellectual, Amien Rais, said, “1
see a strong will on the part of ABRI to lis-
ten to the people and heed their aspira-
tions.” Wiranto was a key figure in the
ABRT's reformist orientation. Despite
being a handpicked Suharto loyalist, he
stood apart from the corrupt, heavy hand-
ed ways of his mentor’s administration.
Sympathetic to the cause of reforin — as
long as it proceeded constitutionally -—he
gave passive support to student protesters
by not cracking down on them.

Though Suharto had sanctioned the
use of “repressive measures” by the ABRI
in March 1998, the military, by and large.

held back. That, as also his telling Suharto
on May 20 that it was best for him to relin-
quish power, ensured a relatively peaceful
political transition. Long considered a po-
litical novice, he skilfully managed a
volatile presidential transition from
Suharto to B.J. Habibie in June 1998.

This was of crucial importance be-
cause when power finally slipped away
from Suharto’s grasp, the responsibility
for the country’s stabilify largely fell into
the hands of the military.

After the changeover to the new admin-
istration on May 21, 1998, Wiranto started
to consolidate his control over the armed
forces. His departure from the old order
was marked by the removal on May 21 of
Suharte’s son-in-law, Lieutenant General
Prabowo Subianto, as head of the army
strategic reserve, Kostrad. Prabowo was
rumoured to have had a hand in instigat-
ing unrest and in kidnapping activities.
His removal was a boast for Wiranto, who
did not get along with him.

Wiranto was not alone in his prore-
form leanings. However, there were inter-
nal disagreements over the pace, direction
and shape of the reforms. The crucial
question is how far those who have willv

nilly taken to the path of reform are pre-
pared to stretch themselves to meet the
people's aspirations.

Perhaps at no other time in the past 30
years has the ABR[ leadership been as re-
sponsive to demands for change. One rea-
son for this change in attitude is that many
of today’s top ranking generals graduated
from the military academy {as opposed to
generations who did revolutionary ser-
vice). They are, therefore, far more likely
to consider the army as a strictly profes-
sional body, as a career rather than a way

to influence in peolitics.

B mean that the military will soon re-
: treat to the barracks? Such a thing
is most unlikely to happen overnight un-
less pressure on the military becormes in-

ut does this commitment to veform

PR .
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“surmountable. Dwifungsi has worked so
well for the military that reform minded
generals may well run into stiff resistance
should they proceed faster. N

The military leadership now seems 4
prepared to loosen its grip, to allow space
for change while at the same time keeping
it tight enough to prevent ihe archipelago
from fragmenting. The ABRI considers
uncontrofled reform dangerous and seems
tobe pushing for a measured and managed
change. One day, ABRI maintains, it will
let go its grip on polities — but only when
it thinks society is ready to take on the re-
sponsibility.

But tension remains because the social
momentum for rapid, wholesale reform is
strong. At the moment the popular mood
in favour of democracy is at its peak and
revelations of the excesses of the army
during the Suharto years and afterwards
have been black spots on the reputation of
the armed forces that will not fade away
even with the passage of time. “At this
point, ABR] is the most disliked compared
to any time in its history,” says General
(retired) Syamsuddin, who is also a mem-
ber of the national human rights commis-
sion. N

It is too early to say whether the winds.
of change in Indonesia will force the mili-
tary to return to the barracks against its
will or whether the military will do so of
its own acoord, realizing that the only way
it can refurbish its battered image and be-
come acceptable once nore to the people is
by submitting to the control of a legitimate
government, In the meantime, it seems,
the political role of the armed forces will
gradually diminish.

1t is not just that the armed forces do
not want to abandon their social and polit-
ical functions. Wahid himself announced
on Qctober 12, 1998, that his Nahdlatul
Ulama supported the dual function of the
armed forces. On November 9 the same
year, ahead of the special session of the
MPR — the people’s consultative assem-
bly, Megawati Sukarnoputri, Wahid, Rais
and Sultan Hamengku Buono X met and
released a statement which infer alia ap-
proved of dwifungsi over the next few

Vears.
I present is that it lacks legitimacy
and, therefore, its authority is
at a low. Top military leaders must have
learnt from past experience that power
does not necessarily flow from the barrel
of a gun. The possibility of a mititary
takeover, therefore, seems extremely
remote. Such a course of action will
amount to pouring ¢il on the fire of
anti-military feelings of the Indonesians
and also alienate the external support .
tAe country badly needs.

he problem with the military at
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k The “dirty wars” in East Timor, Irian Jaya and Aceh,
the 1984 riots in Tanjung Priok, the crackdown in
Lampung in 1989, the kidnapping and torture of student
protestors at Trisakti University on May 12, 1998, the
cal role of the armed forces became unac- violence in the capital the same month and other events
shattered the prestige of the armed forces and the

public trust in them evaporated ?



~1.N. takes over in

«'* East Timor:4| )
East Ti

By P. 8. Sury@narayana

SINGAPORE, FEB. 23. The United
Nations today took East Timar
under its protective wi ngs at a for-
mal ceremony in Dili, the territo-
y's  capital,  even as the
multinational farce (MNF) which
restored order there under an ear-
lier U.N. mandate was disbanded.

This transfer of power is a prel-
ude to the U.N.’s new assignment
of nursing the territory to full in-
dependence in two or three years'
time. East Timor was, unfil re.
cently, a disputed province of In-
donesia.

Today’s ceremony in Dili was
featured by the lowering of the
flag of the M, also known as the
International Force for East Tim-

- or {INTERFET), and a drum-beat
| acclamation of the advent of 2

new L. N. peace force, among oth-
er formalities.

On a different but related
plane, Indonesian authorities in-
dicated that talks would soon take
Place between the pro-independ-

t ence and anti-freedorm leaders of
¢ East Timor under international

- Security

auspices.

For an altogether different rea-
son of anticipated "“mass demon-
strations” and other forms of
unrest within Indonesia, the Pres-
ident, Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid,
today told a business seminar in
lakarta that the potice and other
personnel had been
placed on a state of high alerr.

However, indonesia's military
and civilian officials sought to
play down the significance of this
new alert on the ground that pub-
He and political protests have
been nothing new in Jakarta for
the past many months, But the
President’s note of caution came
in the midst of unabated specula-
tion about a possible backlash for
his recent action of suspending
Gen. Wiranto from the Cabinet
over his alleged responsibility for
the carnage that occurred in East
Timor last September before it
was formally allowed to secede.

Peace and security in the half-
island of Fast Timor will hence-
forth be the mandate of a new
peace-keeping outfit under the
aegis of the United Nations Tran-
sitional Administration in East

Timor (UNTAET), a body in exist-
ence for some time now. Nearly
four-fifths of the now-disbanded
INTERFET are expected to be
drafted for peace-keeping duties
under the new outfir.

The overall commander of the
Australia-led  INTERFET, Maj.
Gen. Peter Cosgrove, roday an-
nounced that the force stood
“dissolved” after it had “accom-
plished” the task assigned to it.
He noted that peace had been re-
stored in East Timor, which had
sunk to its anarchic ebb last Sep-
tember, with a remarkably “low
cost” of human lives on both
sides — the INTERFET and the
suspected merchants of violence,
namely the anti-independence
East Timorese militia and their al-
leged patrons such as “rogue ele-
ments” within the Indonesian
Army.

In a farewell speech yesterday
to the troops from 23 countries
under his command, Maj. Gen.
Cosgrove expressed satisfaction
over the success attained by the
force in a “complex” and “‘chal-
lenging” envirenment. The Unit-
cd Nations Peace-Keeping Farce,
which is replacing the INTERFET,
will be initally drawn from 19
countries, and headed by a Filipi-
no commander, Maj. Gen. Jaime
de Los Santos, being elevated to
the rank of a lieutenant general
on assumption of his new duties.

The INTERFET was originally
5€1 up as a muliinational force
with a ILN. mandate last Septem-
ber ahead of the constitution of
the UNTAET. The INTERFET was
autharised to use force, il re-
quired, under Chapter 7 of the
U.N. Charter in order to bring
East Timor to normality. The ter-
ritary had slipped to anarchy in
the wake of its pro-independence
voting in the “popular consulta-
tion” or referendum that the
world body organised on August
30 last year.

The new UN. peace-keeping
force for Bast Timor will be a
more traditional outfit, although
its personnel too are being armed
for self-defence and, apparently,
certain categories of offensive ac-
tion.
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Wahid an

Jakarta, February 23 'W\" ‘)A\W

INDONESIAN  PRESIDENT
Abdurrahman Wahid today said
Jakarta's police were on the high-
est level of alert against a feared
protest even as security officials
majntained the city was safe.

"For today, Jakarta is on number
one alert by the police because
there is a plan for a big demonstra-
tion,” Mr Wahid told a seminar at
the presidential palace. "The
power is used only to monitor the
situation and to guard freedom of
speech and so on."

Mr Wahid, {famous for his confus-
ing and contradictory statements.
did not say who was organising the
protest, what it might be about, nor
where it was to take place. There
was no sign of increased security
on the streefs.

The warning follows this week's
Government announcement of a

0

P}{‘ i fuel and cfcctricity p'giu

hich one union group has atready
said would further hurt Indonesia's
impoverished masses.

The last major price increase -- in
1998 - sparked riots shortly before
the ouster of Subarta. Lt Gen, Arie
Kumaat insisted the situation was
under control and the capital was
safe. "There is a plan for a demon-
stration. We are taking action to
prevent it from developing into a
major  security  disturbance,”
Kumaai said. "The (statement)
may he a warning from the
President for us to be ready. There
will be no disturbance in socicty.”
he assured. There was no immedi-
ate word on who was organising
the protest or where it would take
place. But a senior military officer
said the armed forces were respon-
sihie for declaring such an alert

-and had not been natified of anv

deeision o do so. {Rewsiers)

un(ﬁs&wsegwumrlty art in Jart

S ' F &

indonesian riot police rush out of the Attorney General's office to con-
trol demonstratars, in Jakarta on Wednesday. Photo: AP
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Premdent hails army for withdrawing from Parliament

VV ahld returns with reforms

FROM. DANIEL COO\IEY xndones In various 1ssues

Jakarta, 17eb. 26 (AP): Indonesi-
a’s reformist President today an-
nounced sweeping changes to the
bureaucratiic elite and praised the
military fo.r promising to with-
draw from Parliamert,

Presiderit Abdurrahman
Wahid abolished a range of advi-
sory posts a s well as several rov-
ing diploma tic positions created
during deca.des of authoritarian-
i ism and corruption.

“I have alolished the appoint-
ments of our roving ambassadors
because this contradicts the for-
eign ministyy,” he said at a news
conference ar. the state palace.

Roving arnbassadors are diplo-
mats who are: not posted overseas
but travel the world representing

Wahid said he would do away
with a number of national com-
mittees, including one that was
tasked with recovering money
from government loans that has
since been superseded by the In-
donesian Bank Restructuring
Agency.

Several advisors, who wielded
influence over former Presidents
B.J. Habibie and Suharto, were
also made redundant.

Wahid, who is blind and has
had two strokes in recent years,
was diagnosed with a viral infec-
tion two days ago.

He spoke quietly and coughed
frequently, but said that he was
“feeling very good.”

He also welcomed the state-
ment made yesterday by armed

{7?\

/ forces commander Adm. Widodo

Adisutjipto that the military
planned to relinguish all its seats
in Parliament when elections are
next scheduled to be held in 2004.

“Widodo's statement is good,”
he said. “It shows that the wish of
the many political parties as well
as the government is heard by the
army of Indonesia.”

8ince taking office last October
Wahid has slowly eraded the
power of the military and voiced
his desire to see them out of poli-
tics, For several decades the mili-
tary has participated directly in
the government while maintain-
ing its responsibility for national
security.

Since Suharto’s 1998 resigna-
tion amid protests and riots, the
450,000-member military has

THE TE\_EGRAP“
77£¢8200

promised to becotne more demog;:
ratic and has acknowledged that it
committed past human rights
abuses.

The number of seats reserved
for it in the legislature has been
gradually reduced over recent
years from 100 to the present 38.

Nearlyv five months after the
last Indonesian soldier withdrew
from East Timor, Presidemt
Wahid said today he would open
an Indonesian representative of-
fice ithere when he visits next
week.

Wahid said the purpose of
the office will be to bolster rela-
ticns hetween East Timor and its
former master and to develop
trade ties. Relations between In-
deonesia and East Timor remain
troubled.



INDONESIA / KISSINGER APPOINTED WAHID AIDE

/y&) b
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SINGAPORE, FEB. 28, The Indonesian President,
Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid, today appointed
the former 11.5. Secretary of State, Mr. Henry
Kissinger, as a political adviser. [n an unrelat-
ed but significant move, Mr. Wahid played a
significant part in changing the complexion of
the “strategic posts” in the Indonesian mil-
itary establishment (TNI).

The TNI1 spokesman, Air Rear Marshal Grai-
to tsodo, acknowledged that the President
was, as “‘usual”, consulted in regard ta today's
military shuffle. However, according to the
spokesman, the shuffle involving 74 top offi-
cers across the entire spectrum of the Army,
Navy and the Air Force could not be seen as a
purge ordered by either the President or the
military leadership. The changes would be ef-
fective from March 1.

By P. §. Suryanarayana

The appointment of Mr. Kissinger as a key
political adviser was announced shortly after
he called on Mr. Wahid in Jakarta today. The
former 1.S. foreign policy wizard accepted the
position in the context of his keenness to see

Indonesia sustain itself as a unified, strong
and democratic State, it was stated. The im-
mediate indication was that Mr. Kissinger
would hold talks with Mr. Wahid on the politi-
cal and social palicies of the nation at least
Once & year.

Announcing the military shake-up, the TNI
spokesman said it was but a “matter of tech-
nicality” and organisational improvement. It
encompassed twn positions at the Defence
Ministry, 19 at the TNT {or the coilective mil-
itary) headquarters, 14 in the Army, 18 in the
Air Force and 21 in the Navy. The changes
affected officers ranging in rank from one-star
generals to three-star gencrals. Institutional
“dynamics” as also the "needs” of the current
situation and the exigencies of retirements
had caused this swecping array of changes, it
was said.

The maost conspicuous of the shuffle was the
promotion of an officer known for his open
criticism of the TNT's traditional role in poli-
tics, This was seen in political circles as the
direct result of a sleight of hand by Mr. Wahid,

THE HINDU
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NF's top brass overhauled

who had recently observed that the anti-TNT

comments by this officer, Maj. Gen, Agus Wi- |
rahadikusumah, should be seen in the context

of a “clogging”’ of "communications” within

the military hierarchy over a long period. Mr.

Wahid had also said that he was not sure of the |
loyalty of nearly 10 per cent of the TNI top ‘
brass and the civilian overlords of the new
political dispensation.

Maj. Gen. Wirahadikusumah has been ele-
vated to the post of Chief of the Army Strategic
Reserve Command, an elite corps, in the place
of Lt. Gen. Djaja Supratman, an acknowledged
ally of Gen. Wiranto, who was recently sus-
pended by the President from his Cabinet.

Gen. Wiranto, whose active military service
would end by March 31, was the Senior Minis-
ter for Politics and Security Affairs. The Wa-
hid-Wiranto tussle over Indonesia’s recent
track record in East Timor had prompted Maj.
Gen. Wirahadikusumah to demand that Gen.
Wiranto, formerly the TNI's helmsman,
should give up his Cabinet post in deference
to the President's wishes. The comment had
raised a furore within the TNI ranks but it was
soon contained.

The elevation of Maj. Gen. Wirahadikusu-
mah was seen by analysts as another manifes-
tation of Mr. Wahid’s ascendancy, despite the
official line that the shuffle was apolitical,
Most of the other key changes in the Army
hierarchy were a question af chain reaction.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Kissinger held talks
with the Defence Committee of Indonesia’s
House of Representatives (DPR). Mr. Yasril
Ananta Baharuddin, chairman of the DPR de-
fence panel, later said Mr. Kissinger had as-
sured the parliamentarians that the U.S. was
never supportive of the separatist movement
in the [Indonesian province of Irian Jaya (now,
Papua). Mr. Kissinger is said to he associated
with the policy planning echelons of Freeport
McMoran which has a significant mining stake
in Irian Jaya, and his comments acquired ad-
ditional impoartance in this context.

On yet another front, Mr, Wahid’s planned
visit to Dili tomorrow has been welcomed by
the United Nations Transitional Administra-
tion in East Timor (UNTAET) and the inde-
pendence leaders of that territory as an
opportunity for beginning the process of
bringing the half-island, formertly a disputed
province of Indonesia, and Jakarta together,
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INDONES]A HAS BEEN engulfed by one crisis
after another. For more than two years now, the
arcHipelago has been gripped by violence, street
fights, communal flare-ups and calls for separa-
ion. The latest in this spiral bas been the com-
munal fire in Ambon and the whole of the Spice
Islands. This was considered to be an oasis of
commuinal harmony in the country, even during
the height of the showdown between the major-
ity Muslimus and the minority ethnic Chinese at
the height of the economic crisis in 1997, Obvi-
ously, the virus is spreading and the Spice is-
lands have also been infected by this deadly
poisen. Ambon and its environs are mostly dom-
inated by the Christians, but they have tradition-
ally mainfained a harmonious relationship with
the Muslims, Reports suggest that a religious
flare-up now and then over the past few months
ignited new tensions. A similar upsurge during
Christinas has apparently resulted in this spurt
in violence. Masques and churches have been
torched and close to a hundred people have
been killed in sectarian violence this month. The
toll is estimated at around 700 for 1999, In a bid
to contain the violence, the military (TN) bas
taken over control of the Spice Islands, but even
it will need time to quell the rebellion and douse
the fires.

Starting from the economic crisis that
gripped Indonesia in September 1997, there
have been crises galore. Many expected the vio-
Ience to subside when the former President, Mr.
Suharto, stepped down in May 1998 and let his
Vice-President, Mr. B.]. Habibie, 1ake over the
reins. But the agilated youth, who were on the
streets across the archipelago, were not satisfied.
They demanded and got fresh elections — first
to parliament and then for the presidency. In the
meantime, the crisis in East Timor climaxed with
a '‘popular consultation’ under the U.N. auspic-
es, which led to the vate for independence. That
process is still in progress. Before the new Presi-

STOP THE VIOLENCE .1k 1\,

dent, Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid, could)settle
down in office and complete a round of visits to
his neighbouring countries violence erupted in
Aceh, for the right to self-determination and in-
dependence. [n addition to the undercurrent of
a divide bevween the dominant race from Java
and those living in Sumatra, the new adminis-
iration has also to deal with the simmering prob-
tems in a host of istands, particularly Irian }aya.
During the three decades of the Suharto regime,
the armed forces had acquired enormaus clout
and some of the regional commanders were a
law unto themselves. Their actions and the
alienation of the people from Jakarta seems 1o be
largely responsible for this upsurge in violence
and the trend towards separation in a more
democratic environment.

. AR 4
For the Pregagflf,m W}ﬁmq depu-

ty, Ms. Megawati Sukarnoputrd, who would like
to succeed him, the challenge that lies ahead is
daunting, to say the least. After promising a rei-
erendum in Aceh, Mr. Wahid is now arguing that
independence will not be a choice. His Govern-
ment is now planning to hold a conference of
representative delegates from that province to
evolve an acceptable solution. Unforfunately,
the representation given to the regions and prov-
inces in the Indonesian parliament has never
been enjoved by the people or their genuine
leaders. They have gone to cronjes and hand-
picked friends of the erstwhile first family, It is
now up to the Presideni to undertake a serious
reform of the Constitution and the electoral sys-
tem te enstre that the People’s Representative
Assembly truly becornes represeitative of the
peopie from across the archipelago. This erup-
tion of violence around the country will be part
of the process of democratisation and the atmo-
sphere of new-found freedoni. The success of
the Government will lie in finding soiutions, in-
troducing democracy at the grassroots, not in

suppressing these voices of dissent. //
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 JAKARTA, Jun 1._‘ . T \[
‘ pcopwe were killed Nd fn
vere missi
botween -
Muslims ted
Spice Islands,
Malik Setan
tor at Al Fa
Ambon, capital ¢
province. said ¢
oceurved 1n Mazo
town an the
Nine Muslims wore
said Dozens of &
mosque were set ablaze,
Five Chrattans were
slain in the claxh md three
were missing, sard o Chvistinn
clergyman in Ambun, some
9,400 km east of hove He
dec hned ta be named for fear of

ki;:iﬂ

reprisal.
Both sources satd mist of the
casualties were caused hy secu-

rity forces firing indiserimi-
nately into battling mahs,

A wotal of at least 1.200 people
have perished in the e
known as the Spice [slands
during Dutch rule — sinee soc-
tarian clashes first erupled a
year ago. In the werst outhreak
of religious viclence in
Indonesia's 30-vear hustory,
about 350 people were kilied

t{
last week. g Ch

Yesterday, the Ar \J‘f;/
natehed more reinforcemdnts to
end the fighting. About 500

*.mop: landed on Morotai
istand in North Maluku
pl ovince, iecal commander Li.

C 1, Slamet Rivadi said.

On Thursday, two battalions

o Indonesia's Strategic
Reserve Foree, arrived in
Ambon. The troops have con-
iributed to calming the situa-
tion in the main towns, but
sporadic clashes continued on
outlying islands.
Reuters adds: Residents toe
blamed the shonting on
Indonesian police, saying eight
were killed around Masohi
town on the remote island of
Seram and Muslim boarding
schools, houses and mosqués
were set ablaze overnight.

According to witnesses, the
vietims were shot dead by
members of the mobile brigade
police.

An Ambon-based policeman
denied the shooting, adding
that the fighting on Seram had
stopped vesterday afternoon.

Phone links to the island were
cut today. The hospital official,
who did not want to be identi-
fied, said the clashes broke out
yvesterday as local Christians
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ie in Spice
. Islands clash

retahated against RMup
after the earlier destruction of
a church in Ambon.

According to police, absut
1.500 people have died this
year in the violence in the
Moluccas, at the eastern end of
this multi-ethnic nation.
Meanwhile, thousands of terri-
fied refugees fled the island
and security forces imposed a
curfew on parts of the region, a
top general said today.

Maluku commander. Brig.
Gen. Max Tamaela said the
measure came after 350 people
died in five davs of sectarian
violence.

Back to Papua: Meanwhile
President Wahid has agreed
that his country’s eastern-most
provinee should change its

rame from Irian Jaya back

to its traditional name of
Papua, but he ruled out the
possibility of independence far
the region, media reports said
today.

Speaking yesterday in
Javapura, the province's capi-
tal, President Abdurrahman
Wahid also apologised for
human rights violations com-
mitted against civilians by
Indonesian forces in their bat-
tle against a pre-independence
insurgency.




/Wihid-Wigranto discord again?

By P. S. Suryanarayana HD

SINGAPORE, JAN. 4. The sudden re-
placement of Indonesia’s nation-
al police chief today fuelled
speculation in Jakarta about new
tensions between the President,
Mr. Abudurrahman Wahid, and
the highest ranking Minister in
his Cabinet, Gen. Wiranto.

Meanwhile, 18 more people
were unofficially estimated to
have died in sectarian clashes in
Spice islands. But this represent-
ed an improvement because of
troop reinforcement.  Uncon-
firmed reports put the toll at over
1200 in Muslim-Christian clashes
in the predominantly Christian
Maluku region in the Muslim-ma-
jority Indonesia in 1999,

It was officially announced to-
day that a pelice investigation
was being held in respect of the

-

alleged massicte of at least 200
Muslims in a dillage in Halmahera
in northern Maluku sector. The
main town of the Maluku region,
Ambon, was however, limping
back to normaljty. It was officially
stated that an additional deploy-
ment of 8,000 troops had helped
edse the situation.

Wwith the police and the military
establishment, which still has
strong links with the former, be-
ing so much in focus, the change
in the police hierarchy assumed
unusual importance. Maj. Gen.
Rusdi Hardjo was nominated to

replace Gen. Roesmanhadi.  The
change has attracted attention al-
so because Gen. Roesmanhadi is
a close associate of Gen. Wiranto.
Mr. Wahid and Gen. Wiranto, for-
mer military chief who still retains
his service rank, have in recent

THE HINDU
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weeks ditfered on issues such ad
the Army’s alleged human rights
abuses in several pockets of In-
donesia over a period of time. The
change has only served to height-
en speculation that Mr. Wahid
may soon shuffle his first Cabinet,

Mr. Wahid has held consulta-
tions with the Vice-President, Ms.
Megawati Sukarnoputri, whom he
had asked to rush back home
from Hong Kong, and he himself
dropped a hint about some im-
pending Cabinet changes.

Meanwhile, Maj. Gen. Zaki An-
war Makarim today testitied be-
fore the human rights panel on
East Timor (KPP-HAM) about a
contingency plan that the Indo-
nesian military estabtishmeut had
drawn up to meet the eventuality
of a vote against Jakarta in the re-
cent U.N.-sponsored referendum,
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_~"House summons "
Wahid on violence

By P. 8. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, JAN. 6. | he Indoncesian House of Representatives (DPR) de-
cided in Jakarta today to summaon the President, Mz, Abdurrahman
Wahid, to expiain the Government's handling of the latest communal
carnage in Ambon and elsewhere in the Spice Islands. The President,
on his part, indicated that he might shift the Governor and the military
commander of that region so that officials nor belonging to either of the
warring comnrunitics — - Christians and Muslims — could be posted to
usher in peace.

At another level, several thousand Islamic activists of Muslim-major-
ity Indonesia teday took out processions in Jakarta demanding justice
far the predominant religious group in the Christian-controlled parts of
Maluku or Spice isles. The agitalors wanted action to be taken against
the Vice-President, Ms. Megawati Sukarnaputri, for failing to prevent
an alleged mass massacre of Muslims in Halmahera sector jast week.

The military authorities, who continued their security sweep across
Maluku for vet another day. contradicted the claims that thousands of
Muslims were killed in Halmahera. The Senior Minister for Politics and
Security Affairs, Gen, Wiranto, even said the treubled areas would be
insufated by the military forees so that disinformation and misinforma-
tion could be avoided to foster peace.

The President, finding himself increasingly under fire for the current
wrmaoil, appeinted staunch critics of the Government as his advisers.
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‘Muslims for jehad i

assooATEDPRESS LN A VAN
JAKARTA, Jan, 7. — At least 50,000 Muslims
staged a demonstration in central Jakarta today,
shouting for a jehad to avenge the bloodshed in
sectarian violence in the Maluku is'ands.

Waving hundreds of banners saying "We are
ready to die in defence of Maluku Muslms”
"Tolerance is nonscense, siaughter Christians™,
the crowd chanted “jehad” (holyv wari: and
"Allahi Akbar" (God is gireat). The people were
drawn to the square by calls and newspaper
advertisements taken cut by Muslim politicians
and activists.

Leading politicians. including Mr Amien Rais,
Speaker of the country's iop legislative body,
described the engeing conilict in the Spice
" Islands as a hid to weaken Islam in Indonesia,
adds Reuters. Mr Rais shouted: "Return Ambon
o its normal situation as snon as possible.”

"We give (President Abdurraliman Wahid) one
month to stop the killings of Muslims,” said Mr
Husin Ali al Habuy, one of the speakers at the
rally. "Otherwise, we are ready to send at loast
10,000 people there te defond the Muslims "

Muslims were urged to register as volunteers

n Maluku

b G
who will be sent to tHe eglon L

Up to 1,000 people have reportedly died in
clashes between Christians and Muslims in the
past two weeks in Maluku and North Maluku
provinces, some 2,600 km northeast of here. The
two provinces, known as the Spice Islands dur-
ing Dutch colenial rule, have been wracked by
such clashes for the past year,

Many of the dead nr injured have been shot by
security forces using heavy-handed tacties te
ward off the warring mobs. Both Christians and
Muslims have accused security personnel of bias
towards the other side.

Thousands of troops have been sent to the
islands, and violence is said to have subsided.

Meanwhile, the navy said that vesterday nine
warships and five aircraft werc operating
around the eastern Spice Islands. "The water
blockade is to prevent ships with unclear mis-
sions entering the waters," navy spokesman
Commedore T Ontowirve zaid in 2 statement
received by Reuters loday.

The navy said it would still allow ships on
humanitarian missions to sail through. It follows
ciaims that the warring sides have received sup-
port from outside.
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_—» Braving the brasshats

rd

AS IT a prescient pre-emption of

a possible military coup against

the democratically-elected _

President of Indonesia, Mr, */
Abdurrahman Wahid? Or, was it simply a
whistle in the dark thar served as a wake-up
call for the new civilian political elite in
South East Asia’s largest State?

Either way, the warning by the U.S. to the ;

Indonesian generals against any power-grah

- artempt set the stage for a flurry of reality

checks in Jakarta, despite Mr, Wahid's
characteristic twin moves of appreciating
Washington’s concern and asserting that
Indonesia’s politics would remain its own
internal matter.

By this weekend, as some key [ndonesian
military commanders pledged their
allegiance to Mr. Wahid's civilian
administration, the U.5. could evidently pat
itself on the back for playing a constructive
role in South East Asia as a “preponderant
power” (scholar Stephen Walt's phrase),

Not long ago, the Clinton Administration
had revealed an accurate sense of
anticipation in regard to the recent military
intervention in Pakistan. Indonesia had of
course shown itself to be better versed than
Pakistan in the past in practising the art of
cohabitation between the military top brass
and the civilian elite. , 3

At present, however, ail the lndonesia[{
players have so far indicated openlv that
they would like o regard the armed forces

" and the democratically-elected leadership as

mutually exclusive institutions that should
allow the ultimate authority of the State to
vest in the latter.

While the last word has certainly not been
said on the durability of an cmerging
democratic ethos in Indonesia, the rumours
of a possible putsch by the army waned as a
result of a few deft moves by Mr. Wahid and
the circumstantial challenges of toppling an
untested butr democratically-elected
Government, if that had really been the
design of the Indonesian military
establishment (TNI}.

The latest guessing games in Indonesia
began in the context of a bold,
unprecedented, action by a Government-
backed human rights panel on the alleged
atrocities in East Timor. Known in Jocal
parlance as KPP-HAM, this panel, working
within the framework of the National
Human Rights Commission, took the
extraordinary step of interrogating Gen,
Wiranto, formerly the TNI's overall
commander and al present the Senior
Minister {or Politics and Security Affairs
under Mr, Wahid.

Gen. Wiranto was asked questions on his
alleged acts of “omisstan” as the TNT chief
that had, in the panel’s view, sparked or at
least sustained the anti-independence
mayhem in East Timor in September last
vear.

Significantly now, Mr. Wahid has said that
he would ask Gen. Wiranto to resign from
the Cabinet if the KPP-HAM were to
pronounce him a “culprit”. This move by
Mr. Wahid fully reflected Indonesia’s
popular sentiments at this time, despite
Gen. Wirantoe's singular contribution of

i

!

/

Indonesia’s President, Mr. Abdurrahman Wabhid ... reining in the military.

While the last word has certainly not been said on the

durability of an emerging democratic ethos in Indonesia,
the rumours of a possible putsch by the army have
waned, writes P. S. SURYANARAYANA.

having acted in a demecracy-friendly
manner in allowing what purists regarded as
that country's first “genuine” general
election last June,

Mr. Wahid chose to put Gen. Wiranto on
notice in this manner after ordering the TNI
o change an outspoken militarv spokesman,
Maj. Gen, Sudrajat. No clairvoyance was
needed to recognise that the spokesman was
being shifted in the context of his essay in
constitutional interpretation to the effect of
denying to the President, the authentic
Supreme Commander of the armed forces,
even a putative role of interfering in the
TNTI's internal affairs.

The TNI, with its earlier nomenclature of
ABRI, had of course remained until recently
an integral part of the Indonesian power
structure under the doctrine of “dwifungsi”.
But the President had remained the neminal
head of the armed forces even under that
principle.

At a different level, however, the present
Defence Minister, Mr. Juwono Sudarsano,
the tirst civilian te hold the past, cautioned
the new democrats, some time before the
current debate on the probability of a

military coup, against angering the INI by
seeking te hound it from the centre stage.

The significance of that warning is now
being acknowledged in a social milieu
defined by the angst of the avant-garde
democrals in regard 1o the suspected
human rights violations by the TNI across
Indonesia in the past and Lhe fears about
the military's potential for similar acts in the
future.

Beyond these concerns of the past and
the present. [ndonesia has now come under
international serutiny in terms of
“democtacy-war theory”, namely the
potential for internal conflicts in newly-
democratising socteties as explained by
Stephen Walr and others.

A counterpoint is that nascent
demecratisation in a few countries in recent
vears has been free from the kind of
violence thar had featured the earlier advent
of dictatorships in certain other states.

It is still too cariy to judge which of these
theories will he proven right in Indonesia,
where the I'NI does not enjoy the kind of
support thar Gen, Pervez Musharraf claims
among the people of Pakistan.
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REUTERS

JAKARTA, Jan. 24. — The
Vice-President, Ms Megawati
Sukarnoputri, set off today for
the Spice Islands, where 25
Christians died in a weekend
attack by Muslims on the
island of Haruku.

Militayy officials said the vic-
tims were preparing for mass
yesterday.

“They were attacked from two
directions — the mountains
and the shore,” a military offi-
cial based in Ambon said.

He added that the situation
was quiet there and in other
parts of the islands today, with
no fighting being reported.

The viclence in Haruku is the
latest eruption in the Malukus,
where religious violence first
broke out in early 1999.

The army says more than
1,500 people have died since.
Human rights groups say the
toll might be move.

Ms Sukarncputri, appointed
by President Wahid to selve
the Maluku problem, leads an
eight-member delegation of
ministers and senior police and
army officers on the two-day
vigit,

She, however, stands accused
of doing nothing to solve the
problem. Her first visit in
December, with the President,
was followed by some of the
worst killings in the religious

Megawati
on peauce
missio)

£

v*/') g
.
War. o

Wahid confldent President
Wahid is confident that trou-
bles in Aceh and the Maluku
Islands, will be solved by
March, AFP added today.

“I expect the problems in
Aceh to be solved by March
and I hope Ambon will be
solved sooner,” he said.

He said a resolution to the
Aceh problem, where violence
involving security forces and
separatist rebels and their sup-
porters has mounted amid calls
for a vote an self-rule, will
depend on the people’s wishes.
“Referendum, fine. No referen-
dum, all right,” he added.

He denied ac¢cusations that
the government had been slow
in handling the trouble spots.
“It has never heen easy. It
takes time,” he declared.

Nine more people were killed
in Aceh in the past two days,
ahead of talks between Wahid
and Acehnese community lead-
ers in Sabang, tomorrow.

Fresh violence also erupted in
Maluku yesterday, leaving at
least 22 dead, a day before Ms
Sukarnoputri’s scheduled visit
there.

President Wahid has ruled
out a vote on independence for
Aceh, saying a referendum
would only address whether
people want te implement
Sharia and a broad autonomy
scheme.
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‘Wahid holds talks
with Aceh leaderg-

By P. S. Snryanﬁayaqi -
SINGAPORE, JAN. 25.)(\f e/ l}l one-
sian President, Mr. Abdurrahman
Wahid, todav sought to bring a
healing touch to the Aceh prov-
ince, the theatre of a separatist
struggle, by travelling to the re-
gion and holding ralks with the
local authorities and representa-
tives. He also unveiled a proposal
for a “frec port” in the area to
boost the economic prospects of
the people there.

The enormity of the President’s
agenda was underscored by the
clashes thai ovcurred on the eve
of his visit to Aceh. Several sep-
aratist militants and security per-
sonnel were reporigd killed in
those incidents. ;

At another level, th cd-Presi-
dent, Ms. Megawati Sukarmgputri,
continued her peace missipn to
the riot-ravaged Spice lsles Yor a
second straight day. Overnight,
her convoy was briefly held up at
a point by some people affected
by the communat carnage there,
but there was no disruption of her
visit itself. On the East Timorese
front, a clash was reported at a
market place in Dili today, but the
U.N.-mandated security forces
moved in to restore order.
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“Wahid’s visit to |
- boost regional
cooperation &L,

By P. 8. Suryanarayana. "‘[

I
SINGAPORE, JAN. 28B. ‘Agtm;w-

sian President, Mr. Abdurrahman
Wabhid, today left on a 17-day for-
eign tour that would cover Saudi
Arabia as also Europe and a few
Asian countries including India,
the Foreign Minister, Mr. Alwi
Shihab, indicated thar Jakarta
would like to fashion a political-
strategic partnership with Beijing
as well as New Defhi.

It should be made by Indonesia
even while striving to intensify re-
gional cooperation among the
East Asian countries, he reported-
ly said in Jakarta, unveiling it as a
foreign policy option prefore his

country. g~V N
The Presiden himse]fm \)t

make any such proposal thoagh
he bad suggested sometitme ago
that a five-power Asiatic “entity"”
— comprising Indonesia, India,
China, lapan and Singapore —-
should be created. However, Mr.
Wahid has not said much about |
this in public since then.

Nonetheless, according to in-
formed sources, the accent on In-
dia and China could be seen as a
counter to the bid by Australia to
establish a new working relation-
ship with Indonesia in the wake of
the recent rift between the two
over the Last Timor issue.

Now, as seen from Jakarta, Can-
berra tends to regurd itself as a
Western power with an Asia-Pa- |
ctfic locus standi. Relevant to this
context is the reported paraliel
move by Mr. Alwi of alerting the
Indonesian Foreign Ministry (o
the “increasing tendency” of the
Western States to “impose their
political agenda on developing
countries.” :

This was indicative of Indone-
sia's move to interact with the
West while keeping in mind the
latter’s perceived agenda of “po-
litical pressure and sanctions” in
relation to the Third World.

In some contrast, the- Philip-
pines today began a major joint
military exercisc with the United
States. Manila’s  internartional
compulsions being different from
Indonesia's, though both belong
to the Associatinn of South-Fast
Asian  Nations, the exercise
opened a new chapter in the re-
ginn.

It is the first major bilateral
event on the U.8.-Filipino front
since the closure of American
bases in Subic Bay in the early
1990s.
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