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HATHMANDU, DEC. 3. The first ynket-
“ing of the Citizens' Commissipn
for South Asia tiere today callag
~for the carly convening of th
postponed 11th summit of th
South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation {SAARC).

“The Commission stresses the

ced to reconvene the stmmil
and other meetings and for cre-
ating a conducive atmosphere for
this purpose... The Commissian is
of the view that the schedule of
the SAARC summit and other
meetings  as envisaged in the
charter should be maintained,” a
four-page press release said at the
end of the three-day mect. The
Y 1th SAARC summit, scheduied to
be held here in November last
vear, was put off at India’s request
following the coup in Pakistan.

Deputising  for  the former
Prime Minister, Mr. 1. K. Gujral,
vho was hospitalised after ~om-

aining of chest pain, the tormer
Pakistan Foreign Minister, Mr.
Sartaj Aziz, told reporters at the
conclusion of the CCSA meeting
that the “unilateral ceascfire an-
nounced by India in Jammu and

amzan and the announcement
of restraint on the Line of Control
by Pakistan are both good news.”

Twentythree persons from Ban-
gladesh, Bhutan, India, the Mak
dives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sni
Lanka met here over three davs
and unanimously adopted the
four-page declaraticn.

“The commission shares the
widespread concern over the
SAARC's slow progress since its
inception ... the SAARC has not
had a summit level meeting stnce
the 10th Colombo summit in July,
1998, the declaration noted.

“The Commission express
great anguish over the cor* 1uing

Kashmir during the haly month of

pelitical tensions”in the region
which have hampered purposeful
and cohesive cooperative  ef-
fores,” the statement said. The
Commission atso called for the fi-
nalisation and operationalisation
of the SAFTA (South Asian Free
Trade Area) by the agreed dead-
line of December, 2001.

It further asked the SAARC
member-states to “evolve com-
mon positions, where possible,
on issue in a globalised economic
order and a newly emerging eco-
nomic architecture.” “We want to
create a moral pressure by streng-
thening civil society,” Mr, Aziz
said. — UNI

Gujral hospitalised

KATHMANDU, DEC. 3. The former
Prime Minister, Mr, Inder Kumar
Gujral, here in connection with
the first meeting of the Citizen's
Commission for South .+ ", took
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SAARC summit soon: citizens’ panel

ilt early g?d\ and hospitalised.
Mr. Guijral, 81, arrived here on Fri-
day for the inaugnrad meeting of
the CCSA, ol which he is the
chairman. and had been main-
taining a hectic schedule since
then.

Doctors at the Norvic Heart and
Research Centre, where he was
taken after he complained of
chest pain, said he had high blood
pressure when he was admitted
but his conditon had “stablised”
and 'there is no cause for con-
cern’’. Cardiologisis Irom the Es-
corts  Heat  Institute and
Research Centre, New Delhi were
cxpected (o arrive late in the eve-
ning by a “special aircraft”,

According o the doctors, Mr.
Gujral, an old asthima patient, has
no history of cardiac ailment. The
farmer Prime Minister was sched-

uled to return home tomarrow al-
ternoon. — UINI //



N

Keshav Pradhan \ /)7
Kathmardu, December 4 \,\ N /\
PRESSURE IS mounting on "LARC nations 1o cor-
vene its eleventh summit. whch was cancelied in
November 1999 following teasign between India and
Pakistan over Kargil and arme cake-over in [slamabad,

The ficst meeting of the Cittzens” Commission for
South Asta that ended here vesterdm urged the
SAARC to adhere toits schedule

The meating. organised by the Coalition for Action
on South Asia, was chared by former Indian Prime
Minister [ K Gujral.

Bricfing mediapersons on behall of Gujral, who
was rushed back to Delhi following chest pain, for-
mer Pakistan foreign minister Sartaj Aziz said, "We'l
[Ethm'al pressure on SAARC nations to hold the
g

3 it in time” As regards the prevailing tension

~ SAARC nations urged to
Wancelled summit

between India and Pakistan that led to carlier can-
cellations, he satd,” Wohe some good news now,
Pakistan has ordered i3 troops 1o exercise restrain jn
view of Lthe ceaselire announced by India on the eve
of Ramzun.”

The commission's call for the summit comes about
a fortaight after Sni Lankan [caders started a similar
campaign after o high-ievel meering of SAARC offi-
cinls in Colomba,

At a reeent talk programme here. Indian ambas-
sador to Nepal Deb Mukharjl reatfirmed India's |
commitment to the SAARC, He said India had been
very fortheoming as fur in its mvolvement m SAARC
activities and had given maximum concessions to
other countries under SAPTA | and I

On the contrary, in Nepal, which was to host «the
eleventh surmmit, media had Blamed India for the stale-
mate, where as Pakistan was also equally responsible.

PHE HINDUSTAMN TIES



By Nirupama SObramunian

COLOMBO,\DEC.8 511 Lanka’s efforls
1o kick-staft the SAARC hack 1o life
guthered  momentum  with  the
President, Ms, Chandrika Kumara-
tunga, reilerating her  country’s
commitinent to the grouping in a

message on the 15th aniiversary of

its charter tnday,

“As the chair of SAARC, srilanka
is commitied o moving the SAARC
process tonvard. it is with this ob-
fective in view that we initiated ac-
Hon io hold  on oxtraordinary
meeting of ihe SAARC member
countries at a seniae officials” level
in Cotamba st monih, she said.
sources said one of the
priority ey on the dgends of the
Sti Lankon Poreign Minister, Mo,
Lakshioan Kadireainar, when he
visits New Delln nexi week, would

~vColombo for early
AARC summit

be 10 explore the ground for hiold-
ing 2 meeting of the SAAVRC stand-
ing  commiltee  of  Farvign
Seeretartes carly next vear,

Ehnting that Sri Lanka woald Jike
the sumrmil o be held quickly, Mes.
Fumaratunga said she looked,
forward ta the next SAARC suimmnirit
in Kathmandu to work our new
strategies 1o bring peace and pros.
perity to our peoples in the near
future.” Meanwhile, a South Asian
“people summit” began here with
calls for peace and disarmament
and appeals to the Covernments of
the region 1o convene the el
nitely-postponed  meeting of e
SAARC heads of state. The meer
isgrganised by the South Asian
Partnership International, a privaie
body funded by the Canadian aid
agency CIDA. -
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possibilities
appear re

Qur Polit%cal Ure
NEW DELHI 15 DECEMBER
SUMMIT LEVEL meetings for
SAARC continues to be a distant
possibility as member countries
can only bring themselves to
agree to official meetings without
imparting any political force to
the process. Therefore, its likely
SAARC summits will be post-
poned indefinitely. As India
engages with Sri Lanka and
. Bangladesh, its clear that sub-
regional and bilateral arrange-
ments are taking precedence
over a multilateral forum like
SAARC. This was also evident
during India's talks with the
Bangladesh foreign minister this
week,

During their review of hilat-
eral relations on Friday, the Sri
Lankan and Indian foreign min-
isters, Lakshman Kadirgamar
and Jaswant Singh, dwelt on the
internal situation within Sri
Lanka.

The Norwegian facilitator 1o
the peace process, Erik Solheim,
has travelled to Sri Lanka and
India a number of times in the
past few months.

The peace process is hung on
two things, the devolutlon pack-
age being worked out by the gov-
erpment and a tactical problem
on whether the government
should suspend operations
against the LTTE before the
talks.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh and
India have decided to set up
working groups to undertake the
demarcation of the boundary in
the contentious areas. The
Dhaka-Agartala bus route will
see an early opening, they decid-
ed, which will be on the heels of

Ahe restoration of the Petrapole-

Benapole rail link.

Althongh member countries
continue to swear by SAARC, the
grouping has clearly gone into
deep freeze. Apart from India
having a problem  with
Pakistan’s military ruler, which
necessitated the first postpone-
ment last year, it is also unlikely
that Bangladesh will agree to a
summit with Pakistan given the
current state of their bilateral
relations.

However, to ohscure a gener-
al disinterest in the SAARC
grouping, the two couniries

ed that the official meetings
“cbuld be upgraded to the level of
foreign-secretary level standing
committee “on the strength of the
outcome” of the technical gom-
mittees’ meetings.

The Bangladesh foreign min-
ister and foreign secretary swung
by Delhi this week and there
appears to be no consensus on
reviving SAARC.

Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
India are members of Bimstec
and have concluded several
bilateral arrangemenis between
themselves, obviating the need to
resume the SAARC process.

The Indo-Sri Lanka free
trade agreement, operationalised
in March this year, has already
showed clear signs of success,
with a northwards move in bilai-
eral trade figures.

From January-September
2000, Indian exports were $453
million (up from $510 million
for 1999) while Sri Lanka's
exports went up to $22.5 mitlion
{up from $47 million last vear,
itself a 24 per cent increase).

Meanwhile, Bangladesh and
India spent this week ironing
out outstanding issues on
boundary demarcation and
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~India rules out early
v SAARC summit

!
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By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, DEC. 15 India today
rufed out an early summit of the
South Asian Association of Re-
gional Cooperation and put on
hold its decision on a meeting of
foreign secretaries of the mem-
ber-countries.

In a statement after the talks
between the visiting Sri Lankan
Foreign Minister, Mr. Lakshman
Kadirgamar, and his Indian coun-
terpart, Mr. Jaswant Singh, the
Forefgn Office said it was agreed
to continue meetings of the
grouping’s  “technical commniit-
tees.” Based on the ocutcome of
this interaction, a meeting of the
foreign secretaries who constitute
4 "standing committee of the
grouping” could be “consid-
ered.”

This decistun assumes impor-
tance in the light of Sri Lanka's
reported demand for an early
meeting of the standing commit-
tee. Mr. Kadirgamar later called

on the Prime Minister, Mr, A. B.
Vajpavec.

In a refated development, the
Foreign Office spokesman indi-
cated that New Delhi was unlikely
10 let its stated demand on the
extradition of Mr. V. Prabhakaran
come in the way of possible 1alks
between the Sri Lankan author-
ities and the L1TL. T¢ a question
on Mr. Prabkakaran, the spokes-
man said India’s approach was
"neither to impede peace and
reconciliation in Sri Lanka nor is
to suggest any change in its pol-
icy.” The statement reiterated In-
dia’s support for the ‘‘unity.
sovereignty and rerrirorial integri-
ty” of 81i Lanka and for bringing a
negotiated end to the conflict in a
mannet which would meet the as-
pirations of “all elements” of $r
Lankan society. On India’s stand
on SAARC, analysts say India’s
latest disposition towards the
grouping has been influenced by
its soured relations with Pakistan,
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Shrunken SAARC

HOSPITALITY RATHER than conviction fed Indin to grant
Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Lukshman Kadirgamar o joken
gesture regarding the revival of the moribund Soulh Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation, New Delhi’s agreeing
to poswibly hold a foreign secretary-level meeting at some
peint in the future is less than symbolic. India does not wish 10
dilute its overriding regional foreign policy goal of diplomati-
cally isolating Pakistan. And it is prepared to continue to apply
the brakes to the SAARC in pursuit of this goal. Since
SAARC's last standing committee meeting in November last
vear, India has vetoed all regional summits, This policy ful-
lowed the Indian Airlines hijack tast December and was
reinforced by Pakistan’s sabotaging of the autumn Kashmir
cease-fire, New Delhi believes holding a sumrmit will provide
an international forum for Pakistan and give Gen. Pervez
Musharraf undeserved legitimacy. Even the vague prommse
of a secretary-level meeting ensures Gen. Musharraf is
denied a platform. ,}H« D § \ J/

SAARC’s temporary closure has attracteé Iittle p\.‘fﬁl en-
tion, This reflects the meagre accomplishments of thk body.
The other side of SAARC’s recent paralysis has been the diver-
sion of diplomatic energy to bilateraf relations. New Delhi has
signed free trade agreements with Colombo and Kathmandu, It
is negotiating another with Dhaka. This has muted the protests
of Sri Lanka and Bangladesh, traditionally the strongest
supporters of South Asian regionalism. However, India needs
ta recognise that this is a poor substitute for a true regional
policy. Small countries baulk at negotiating agreements
with a much farger India. It doesn’t help that when it comes
to imports, New Delhi is like the proverbiat eiephant that
ran away from mice.

Note its absurd paranoia of Sri Laokan or Nepalese imports.
A collection of bilateral agreements does not allow for formu-
lating common regional economic positions that can influence
major global fora like the WTO. There may be good reasons to
keep Pakistan in a diplomatic pressure cooker. It can also be
argued that this policy requires SAARC to be temporarily put
on ice. However, New Delhi must avoid the iltusory hope thai

~

the present patchwork of neighbourly agreements can ever be
a truly substantive South Asia policy.



A Citizens’ Commission
Strengthen Civil Society in S Asia

(A

MINENT personaliticy from
India. Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakostan and 50
Lanka have formed a citizens' com-
nussion for South Asia and brought
out a joint declaration after their
first meeting in Kathmandu on De-
fember 1-3, 2000, The chatrperson
“of the group is former prime minis-
ter Inder Gujral and includes per-
sonalities with both stature and
credibility not only in their respec-
tive countries but also in the world
outside. The objective of the com-
mission is a very laudable one, to
stress the major role and responsi-
bilily of civil society in creating a
favourable opinion for promotion
of regional cooperation. It has
urged the governments, opinion-
makers and civil society of the
SAARC member countries 1o reaf-
firm their pohtical will o work
collectively for peace, progress
and prosperity with a view to
unproving the quality of life of one
fifth of humankind.

The declaration deplores the in-
terruption in SAARC summit-level
meetings and advocates that im-
pediments to purposeful and con-
struclive  regional  coeperation
should be removed through appro-
priate confidence-building mea-
sures, dialogue and peaceful means
The declarstton has stressed the
need to finalise and operationalise
the SAFTA (reaty and 1o take a
common stand on globalisation is-
sues, [t draws atteation to the op-
puriunities offered by information
technology and the need for good
democratic povernance and 1ecom-
mends measures 10 enhance the
role of civil society. It has also un-
dertaken a number of studies 1o be
asstgned to various think-tanks in
the region, There can be no two
opinions on the timeliness and
desirability of this initiative.

It is quite obvious to everyone in
the South Asian region that all
these measures of cooperation are
dependent crucially on matuai con-
fidence and trust among the gov-
ernments and populations of the
concerned countries. Nor can it be
disputed that last year’s initiative
undertaken by Indian prime minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee to devel-
op confidence-building through the
Luhors process and the Kargil mili-
tary adventure which came in the
immediate wake of it had done
grave damage to confidence-build-
ing. While it would be appropriate
to attempt o move bevond Kargil
and to Initiate pew confidence-
building measures it is unrealistic to

ANV

By K SUBRAHMANYAM

ignore the events in Kargil and to
talk of ecooperation as though
Kargil did not happen and more
than 1,200 lives were not lost on
both sides. Therefore, mere advoca-
¢y of confidence-building and re-
gional cooperation without agd-
dressing the problem of why Kargil
happened and how to avert its re-
currence is not likely to take us far.
This is pot to advocate an exervise
in apportioning blame but to instil
optimism and faith that confidence-
building can be sustained.

We have before us the experience
of detente between the East and the
West and the confidence-building
measures undertaken by two sides
of divided Europe through the
Helsinki process that finally led to
the end of the Cold War, the estab-
lishment of the Organisation for Sc-
curity and Cooperation in Europe
{OSCE). The Europeans were able
to overcome the animosities creat-
ed through two world wars and cen-

IN BRIEF

* The newly-formed citizens’
commission has urged
SAARC nations to work
together to improve the lives

© of their cilizens

+ Cooperation is crucially
dependent on building trust
among the counirtes

= The non-acceptance of the
value nf secularism by states
is another sause tor tension
in the region j

turies of intra-Furopean wars. Un-
derlying this developinent was the
basic commitment of two adversan-
al sides to renounce the use of force
o alkter the borders and bines of con-
trol inherited from World War I1. Si-
multaneously, Germany under the
leadership of Chancellor Willy
Brandt initiated the Ost Politik
which involved the expansion of
trade and tourism between the two
sides. Some 15 years later, the Cold
War ended,

In this region, we had the Simia
pact of 1972 which enjoined on
both sides that irrespective of the
positions adopted by each side on
the Kashmir issue, they should re-
spect the line of control and not re-
sort to use of force. In other words,
the Simla agreement was an carlier
analogue of the Helsinki agree-
ment. If confidence-building is to
be sustained in this region and co-
operation should be nuriured, there

should be a commitment not 1o vio-
fate the existing lines of control bus
respect them. Though this 1mpor-
tant and basic point has not found a
direct reference in the declaration,
the commission’s efforts to study
the remova) of impediments te par-
poseful and constructive regional
cooperation would inexcrably lead
it to the conclusion that without the
countries of the region renouncing
the use of violence to alter borders
and lines of control, there is ab-
solately no chance of the process
starting. As long as there are fears
of violence being used against each
other in the region, no ciforts either
at the state level or citizen’s }ovo!
will succeed.

The second important factor that
is creating tension in the region is
the non-acceplance of the value of
secularism by states and societies Ir
is unrealistic 1o talk of civil sucieties
unless they are comumitted to a ba-
sic secular approach in governance.
A majority of states in South Asti
have very serious internal tensions
arising out of religious and <cctars
an factors. Seculansm doa non
mean itrreligiosity but ihat religion
is a purely personal and private
matter and should not interfere i
one’s relationship with another citi-
zen of the same country or a neigh-
bouring couniry. A common afiir-
mation of the valuc- of secularism
is a basic Imperative for coopera-
110R AMong 1atons,

These are very basic issues that
need to be debated and on which
consensus needs to be evolved. In
most Track-11 discussions, there s a
tendency to avoid tackling these
basic tssues and to skirt around
them fo keep the process poing.
While that is good for the process. it
docs not help in making aay
progress towards solving the issues.
Some people argue that the break-
down in peace and resulting vio-
lence has some underlying causes
that should be tackied. If that is to
be done through confidenee-inspiz-
ing dialogue. the first step is to re-
nounce violence and accept the 1er-
ritorial statns quo while atiempting
to find a solution, One hopes the
citizens’ commission will come to
grips with this basic question if it Is

. 1o be any more successful than oth-

er Track-1I attempts. It has to be
recognised that in all those areas in
the world which have prospered in
the last half a century, interstaie vi-
olence has been collectively ab-
jured. Regional cooperation and
the implicit threat of violence,
direct or proxy, cannot go together.
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Prospects for SAARC summit bleak

By K. K. Katyal  1|{ Y
3

NEW DELHI, DEC. 18, A SAARC summit in the
near futtire is not on the cards, There is e
doubt about if, givens New Delhi's tough line,
but the lingering hope of second thoughrs on
its part vanished when Sri Lanka’s latest hid to
resnive the deadlock tailed 1o work,

Revival of the summit process was one of
the twee major subfects of discussion between
the Sri Lanka Foreign Minister, Mr. Lakshman
Kadirgamar. and his Indian counterpart, Mr.
Faswant Singh, during his visit fast week, Srif
Fanka, which had hosted the last summit in
Colomboein Tuly 1998, and in that capacity was
the chairman ef the grouping since then, was
keen to pass on this responsibility to Nepal,
the next host. With that end in view, Mr. Ka-
dirgamar took up the issue with Mr. Singh but
there was no advance, with the two sides res-
tating the known arguments.

The Kargil-bitten Dndia. it was clear, was not
inclined to change its stand in the abscence of
evidence of Pakistan ending cross-horder ter-
rorism. {t was on this count that India did not
wiit 1o be in the campany ol Pakistan and
decided against participating in the Decermnber
stmmit dast vear. Another reason, adduced
then, was the Army action of dismissing the
democratic Government in Pakistan with In-
dia not quite relishing the prospect ol an Anmny
general o the summil, Under the SAARC char-
ter, all decisions, ineluding thart on holding the
summit neetings, are to be taken by consen-
s,

[t was an these twao counts that New Delly
also chose not to resunte the bilateral dialogue
with Pakistan. With the passage of ime, can-
tacts with the military ruler were not consid-

cred a tahoo: besides, Tndia had dealt with
military dictators in Pakisian in the past, from
Field Marshal Avub Khan 1o General Zia-ol-
1. With the improvenient in the ground sii-
uitiom in the wake of New Delhi's cease-fire in
Taanmiu and Kashmir, talks with Pakistan, atan
official-level, to begin with, are considered in
the realm of possibility. Bui it is ditficalt m e
cqually optimistic about the SAARG summiit

Same months ago, India did not accept the
idea ol a SAARC ministerial mecting ot New
York, a customary get-together at che e of
the U.N. General Assembly session. Mro Ka-

a meeting of the “standing committee”, comp-
prising foreign sccretaries of the memibey-
countries. India was not quite enthusiastic b
agreed 1o consider it in the light of the experl-
cnce in the meetings of the technical conumit-
tees, relating to different subjects, which had
not been suspended. The review couold be
hield, as seen by New Delhi, if the progress of
the rechnical comrmittees in the lirst quarter of
the next year is considered satisfactory,

According to India. Pakistan had even nsed
the technical committees o push foenwvard its
agenda, with suggestions for changing the
SAARC procedure and the charter and widen-
ing the scope of its functioning. It was only at
the last officials-level meeting that Pakistan
did nor volee the lamiliar objections bui that
get-together was informal,

In India. an important section of non- offi-
cial opinion favoured an early resumption of
the summit process which was considered
necessary for a desirable objective -— of gener-
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ating o new menwentum for coaperative acriv-
jdes in varions wrcas, particulariy in trade and
ceonomic matters. At the Colombo sumimit,
the South Asia preferential trade regime re-
ceived a big prsh, while some decisinons were
tuken on pretiminary steps for the next stage
= of 4 free rade regime. That progress has
siovedd dosen, The change in New Delhi's line
a1 the susamit eould revive the earlier inter-
(S

Pakistan which has been crving hoarse over
India’s “obstructionist’ role needs (o rethink
its attitnde, Going by its past approach. it had

inyariably been litkewarm 1o suggestions for
picreased coonamic cooperation and a hassle-
J{ free rade regime, 10 had sot been apologetic

ahoutmining politics and economics and had
sought 1o fnk an advance on the economic
front to a ~olutiait of political problems, in
ather words, to the soladon of the Kashmir
issue fan irs terms), That being its record, it
does nod lie in Pakistan’s mouth to blame In-
dia for the sethack in SAARC aflairs,

Pakistan has nat fullilled even an clemen-
tary requireiment of multlateral trade rela-
tions under the W0, and withheld a decision
on according the most-favoured-nation tfreat-
ment to ndia which, because of its misleading
mishormer, i not paiatable to maost palitical
partics, and comes hatdy o them in spread-
ing misundesstandings about whatis a routine
arrangement for economic dealings.

In Pakistan, India’s opposition to a SAARC
sunmnit s ascribed By the ruling establish-
ment, inclticing General Perves Musharraf, to
India’s “design™ to leny Jegitimacy to the mil-
iary regime. New Delhi's stated willingness w
deal with e preseot rulers in the bilateral
field should serve 1 remove such feclings. s



Pak yvont insist on
its involvement 11}/
initial talks: Satta

ISLAMABAD/NEW DELHIL In
an dpparent sofiening of stand.
nakistan has indicated that it will
not insist on its involvement in
talks with India on the Kashmir
sssue right in the ininal stage and
siggested Indian leadership first
hold rtalks with the Hurrivat
Conference (HC.

“india should invite Huorriva
keaders for a discussion which will
be preparatory to the Pakistan-
India dislogue.” Pakistan foreign
minister Abdul Sattar wld The
Voiee  an Islamabad-based English
Linguage magazine.

Pakistan had carlicr demandad
frifateral talks among it, Indiz and
Hurriyat leaders on Kashmir issue,
an idea firmly rejected by India,

Mr Satiar said Pakistan has been
cencouraged”
hv Indian goy-
crnment’s jndi-
cations that it
might allow
Hurriyat lead-
Lrs e travel-to
iskimabad.

framework’

@ Sattar suggests a ‘three-stage

® Talks with ultras possible: Advani
® ‘Ceasefire would be reviewed'

ing the extended ceasefire peace
initiative in Jammu and Kashmir,
“That possibility is there.” he said
when asked abour the chances of
the Centre starting a dinlogue with
militant groups in the state in the
wake of its bold peace measures.

[n a free-wheeling hour-long
interview 1o PTIL. the minister said
the sttuation with regard (o the
ceasefite would be reviewed after
the Republic Day. when the exten-
s100 15 set fo ond.

On the possibility of talks with
militant groups. Mr Advani said, =1
would like 1o emphasise that dia-
logue with our people in J&K
would naturally have to include all
sections like the ruling Nationat
Conference. the mamn opposition
Congress, the BIP and Ieftists and
representatives
from  Jammu
and Ladakh.

“And if mih-
tanl  organisa-
tons like the
Hizbul
Mujahideen

He termed as

“welcome half- step” ndian gov-
crnment’s
Ramzan ceasefire and said the
“{ul] step would be to abandon the
wse of force once and for all.™

Mr Sattar spoke about "a three-
siage framework” of talks. “First.
siahilising the ceasefire at the Line
of Condrol (LoC). Secondly. a
preparatory process that involves
the HU in a process of dialogue
with Pakistan and India. The third
15 i dialogue to find a solution 1o
the Kashmir probiem acceprabte
o the people of Kashmir”

Meapwhile, home ounister LK
Advant on Sunday indicated the
possibility of talks with militant
arganmsations - like Hizbul
Mujahideen and did not rile out
dislowue with Pakistan after an
Cassessgrent’ of s hehaviour dur-

annpouncement  of

are prepared to
lay down arms and become part of
the dialogue. they are also wel-
came” the home mimster said.

Mr Advani said. “The Hurrivat
Conference must realise this. They
have heen issuing statements as if
they are the sole representatives of
the people of J&K™.

He mamtained that resumption
of the stalled dialogue with
Pakistan was contingenl upon
Islamabad stopping the support
and assistance 1t has been giving to
cross-border terrorism in India.

In 2 relaed  development,
Hurrivat Conference denied play-
ing any "mediatory role” between
India and Pakistan o resolving the
Kashmir issue but said it wants to
apply the “keys with « purpose of
uvnlocking the doors of goodwill
and understanding.™ 1o
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Clinton ‘may VISIt Pak too !

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA ™~ f) -
WASHINGTON,FEB4 K

S President Bill Clinton h
indicated that he has ndt
ruled out a visit to Pakist
during his South Asia tou
nextmonth, ’

“Well, I probably will visit Pakistan,”
Clinton told former Pakistani premier
Benazir Bhutto during a prayer break-
fast meeting here yesterday.

Bhutto who was one of the invitees
to the meeting urged Clinton to visit
Pakistan during his tour to India and
Bangladesh beginning March 20.

Clinton’s advisers, it is learnt, are
wrestling with the problem whether he
should go or not go to Pakistan. On one
side is the argument that he will cut a
sory figure ifhe seems fobe “coddling™
adictator.

However, the CIA and defence in-
telligence chiefs have warned publicly
that the subcontinent may explode into
another war on present trends.

Congressman Dougtas Bereuter has
also advanced the argument that Clin-
ton must go in order to ¢nsure that the
USwill remain influential there.

" Clinton also said the Ind1 subcon—

Mment has become “the most dangerous

place in the world because of the con-
frontation between two nuclear—dnncd
neighbours over Kashmir”.

Clinton, however, spoke about the In-
dian subcontinent in the context of other
seemingly intractable ethnic problems in
the world and differences among people
within nations, those who attended yes-
terday’s breakfast meeting and who met
with the President later told PTT,

Chinton said he was troubled, look-
ingaround the world, at the “resurgence
of society’s oldest demon, the inability to
love our closest neighbours as ourselves
if they look or worship differently from
the restof us.

“Today, the Irish peace process is

strained by a fack of trust between Re-

publican Catholics and Protestant
Unionists. In the Middle East, with all its
hope, we are still having to work very
hard to overcome the profoundest of
suspicions between Tsracli Jews and
Palestinian and Syrian Arabs,” Clinton
was quoted by them.

He also cited discord between India
and Pakistan and between Christians
and Muslims in Bosnia and Kosovo.

NDIAN EXPRESS
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The lnvltees included members of
Congress and prominent officials and |
non-officials and dignitaries from
abroad, who this year included Lok
Sabha member Margaret Alva and for-
mer Pakistani premier Benazir Bhutto
as well as representatives from
Bangladeshand Nepal.

Meanwhile, the US Congress will
press the Clinton administration for
scrappmg the remaming post-nuclear
sanctions against India. US Congressman
Senator Sam Brownback. during a meet-
ing with Lok Sabha member Margaret
Abvavesterday, said “] wanted tosuspend
all of them (sanctions) but President (Bill)
Clinton insisted on keeping the levers in
his hand through waiver authority.”

Brownback said he was one of those
responsible for the legislation which re-
sulted in the partial scrapping of the
sanctions,

Alva said that many of the key policy
makers in Washington have become
“remarkably pro-India” under the cur-
rent circumstances.

Earlier, Alva met Clinton and re-
quested the first family to visit Banga-
lore on his trip to India, whic )zwﬂl com-
mence on-March 20. /



“Najpayee pegs

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE S r

JALANDHAR, Feb. 6. —
Flanked by the chief ministers
of the country’s four northern
states, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee today told Islamabad
that Kashmir — the “only
problem” it wanted resolved —
was really the problem of
Pakistan’s unlawful oceupation
of a third of the state.

The Prime Minister laughed
off General! Pervez Musharral's
threat of using nuclear
weapons on India — Pakistan’s
ruler did not know what he
was talking about, he said.

And Jammu and Kashmir is
not, and will never be, a the-
atre where third parties can
hope to F,hase peacemaking
dreams. SR po~sr

One of Mr Vajpay
strongest-ever attacks on
Pakistan came at a function
where the Hind Samachar
group presented him with Rs
10 crore for the Kargil War
Heroes” Shakti Fund.

The function was attended by
Union ministers of state, Mr
Arun Shourie and Mr Chaman
Lal Gupta, and the chief minis-
ters of Jammu and Kashmir,
Punjah, Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh - Dr
Farooq Abdullah, Mr Parkash
Singh Badal, Mr Om Prakash
Chautala and Mr PK Dhumal.

Mr Vajpayee took off as Dr
Abdullah beseeched him to
take “decisive action” in
Jammu and Kashmir: “How
long will we allow this
{Pakistani terrorism} to go on?”

It was a “valid queatmn, the
Prime Minister said.

“The Kargil war is over but
the battle is still on. This battle
will continue till Pakistan
leaves its designs of capturing
Jammu and Kashmir. Kargil
was a sudden war, bt now we
are fully prepared. The hattle
has been continuing for the last
50 years and will go on till we
live, till we win”.

In 1947, the Prime Minister
said, “Jammu and Kashmir

WASHINGTON, Feb. 6. —
The US President is ponder-

ing a “formula” to visit
Islamabad daring next mon-
th’s South Asia tour after
Gen. Musharraf wrote to US-
Senator Tim Johnson his
government would wage an
“unequivocal fight” against
terrorism and held local elec-
tions before vear-end, The
Washington Post has said.
Mr Clintor, “backed by the
state department’s South
Asia Bureau, is eager to find
& formula that would allow
him tq touch down in

Isla ad, if only for a few
hgufs”, for talks with Gen.
usharraf, the daily said.

But “counterterrorism offi-
cials are sceptical... because
they fear it would reward
Musharraf without reason
and also because of concerns
for Clinton's safety in
Pakistan”. — PTI

gided with India of its own free
will. Pakistan now says Kash-
mir is the only issue, but we
have been talking of Kashmir
for the past 50 years. We too
want to talk of Kashmir, but
when we talk, it will be about
the one-third of Kashmir which
is under Pakistani occupation.
And they will have to vacate it.
We do not buy the argument
that Kashmir is a Muslim-
majority area. There are more
Muslims in India than in the
whole of Pakistan.

“Pakistan’s attempis to build
international pressure on India
will not suceeed. Kashmir is
not the issue today, terrorism
from across the border is, and
Pakistan is in the dock. We are
building international opinion
as well as preparing for ihe
worst eventuality. But India
will not take any decision
under international pressure.

“Those threatening a nuclear
strike on India, do they under-
stand what that means? We

THE STATESMAN
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Kashmir talks
fo PoK

are comrmtted to a no-first-use
of nuclear weapons, hut if any-
ohe uses those weapons against
India, we will not wait to.be
destroyved. Let Pakistan
announce like us that it too is
committed to a no-firse-use ...
But its intentions are different

..(and) we are prepared for
any eventuality”. |

Mr Vajpayee took his attack
to the core of Pakistan’s raison
d’etre in Kashmir: the two-
nation theory,

He said he was toid byiihe
Pakistanis during his LdHore
trip that Partition hadﬁj;‘een
based on the dlffeléhces
between the Hindu: and
Muslim nations, but h# had
informed them the} were mis-
taken. Muslims had stayeé on
in India of their own frée:will
— India is a “mila Jula‘i@om—
posite)” nation belongmgxi,t) all
communities.

On the Pakistani obsession
with  “referendum,” Mr
Vajpayee said the Indian condi-
tion for agreeing is that
Pakistan first withdraw all ity
forces from PoK. “Did Pakistan
occupy one-third of Kashmir
after a referendum or after con-
sulting Kashmiris residing
there?”

Speaking before the Prime
Minister, it was Dr Abdullah
who fired the first shots.

“Pakistan hasn't understood
India’s language of friendship

. how long wiil w¢ tolerate
thic? They (the Fakistdnig)
think that Pres:gent Bill Clin-

ton will bring a gift for them

during his visit. Buf :'s we who

" will decide (on J&Ki not the

USA. The'time has come for the
General (Musharrafi to be told
that enough is enough, stop
your terrorism. Nobady should
have any doubts that we will
always remain a part of India”.
His views were eckoed in the
speeches of Mr Shourie, Mr
Gupta and Mr Dhumg}/-’”



" India denies
Pak. accusations

By Our Special élur{espondent

fi5mas

NEW DELHI, FEB. 7. Tndia has reject-
ed the accusation by the Pakistan
military ruler, Gen. Pervez Mush-
arraf, that New [Delhi was creating
tensions between the two neigh-
bours and said that Islamabad
was responsible for making South
Asia volatile by supporting cross-
border terrorism and indulging in
anti-India propaganda.

A spokesman of the External Af-
fairs Ministry said that Pakistan's
armed aggression in Kargil and
unabated support for ¢ross-bor-
der terrorism had generated ten-
sions in the region. e said it was
ironic that Pakistan had blamed
India for increasing tensions and
pointed ous that the military re-
gime had unleashed a barrage of
hostile propaganda against New

Delhi. ’ki Y | ’ Lh
The spokesmah gvus readti

remarks by Gen. Musharal that
the recent observations by the
Prime  Minister, Mr. AB. Vaj-
payee, and other Indian leaders
had increased twension between
the two countries.

The spokesman pointed out
that India had always maintained
that Janumu and Kashmir was an
integral part of India.
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