~Salman Haider for

v\ resuming dialogue

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

IstAMABAD, NOV. 22. The furmer in-
dian Foreign Secretary, Mr. Sal-
man Haider, today emphasised
the need for the inmediate re-
sumption of a dialogue between
{ndia and Pakistan for resohving
differences.

Presiding over a session on Vse-
curity and regjonal stability” at a
serainar on YSAARC in the new
mitlennium™ here, Mr. Haider
sabd that Indla blocking a dia-
logue bilaterally and multilateral-
[y, whatever the compulsions, had
gone ton far.

Responding to concern at the
adverse impact on the grouping's
goals on account of the [ndian at-
titude, he said itwas high time the
South Asain Association for Re-
gionat Cooperation was put back
an the rails. My, Haider concurred
with the view that the differences
between  India  and  Pakistan
should not be allowed to under-
mine the character of SAARC.

“A dialogue  between  two
neighbouring countries is neces-
sary and when there are differ-
ences 1t s all the more reason for
a dialogue. India and Pakistan
have gone on long enough with-
out a structure for dialogue,” he
said. On comments such as “[ndi-
an bloody mindedness” by some
delegates, Mr. Halder said such
characterisation would not help
carry forward the peace process.

There should at least be an ef-
fort to understand {ndia’s pusi-
tipp  even  if it was  not
appreciated.  In a separate state-
ment, the Janata Party president,
Dr. Subramanian Swamy, said In-
dia should recognise the ground
reafities in Pakistan and resume
dialogue at all fora.

“Gen. (Pervez) Musharraf today
is firmly in charge in Pakistan,
and the [ndian Government
ought to recognise thal reality
and resume dialogue at all fora.

The cancellation on india's in-

THE HINDU
7 3 x0v 200

sistence of the SAARC summniit
scheduled to the held in Kath-
manduy, and the ban on plaving
cricket  were wrong  decisions
based on knee-jerk reactions and
which decisions have not re-
ceived public approval in india,
judged by internet poifs conduct-
ed by the media”, it said.



Indian attitude damaging

SAARC

By B. MuSatidhar Readﬁla i

ISLAMABAD, NOV. 24. Pakistan 1s hit-
ter over the actions of dia vis-a-
vis SAARD particularty In the last
one-year and believes New Helbi's
attitude has severely Udamaged”
the grouping and is goal of eco-
nomic development and progress
thyough regional cooperation,

An Additional Secyetary in the

Ministry of Poreign Affaies, Mr. Asit
Ezdi, made no bones about his
country’s unhappiness i o papet
ot "SAARC-Achipvements and fm-
pediments- Pakistan's  perspec-
five' at a seminar here Wday,
- Qrganised by the Foundation foy
Research on Internaitotial Envi
romsnens, Nadonal Development
and Security (FRIENDS) and the
Islamabad Policy Besearch Insd-
tite (IPRD, the setiinar, "SAARC
in the new millennium”, is heing
attended by several emient per-
somalities Trom South Asia.

The Indiap delegation includes
the fanata Party president and for-
mer tinion Minister, Dr. Subracia-
nign  Swamy, and  the furmer

1’2}
Fdreign Secretary. Mr. Salman
Haider. AV 1

Qn the fivst day, severn s}neukers
tatked atrout the growing percep-
tion that tndia was losing interest
in the SAARC and that it did not
augut well for South Asian region.
D31, Swanyy, who presided over one
of the sessions. said that if the
vountries in the region expected
fdia to shoulder special respon-
sibiliry, they should be prepared 1o
grant it speciat privileges.

Mr. Haider said India did not
stand 10 gain anvithing by losing
interest in the grouping but added
that New Delhi shoolkd ot allow
the impression of lack of interest
in the SAAR 10 grow.,

In his paper, Mr. Ezdi pointed
out that a peaceful and stable
S5AARC had berome all the more
nnponaat in the wake of the nu-
clear tests of 1998, “In our view, o
peaveful and secure environment
in the region is of crucial impor-
tance for the promotion of eco-
nonic development.

H s therefore essentisl that the
member-states romove the under-
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says Pak. official

Iving causes of tension in the re
gion i order to faster frust,
friendship and guod-neighbouriv
relations™,

He complained that India was
alone i1 proposing the postparige”
men of the Kathmandu summit in
Novenmber 1999 in clear violation
af the SAARC charter. ndia's rea-
sons for secking the posgpune
ment  were purely wishin the
domain of Poakistan’s (nternal al-
fairs and therefore extraneous 1o
the Charter pravisions,

Fifteen vears experience of the
SAARC showed that meaningful
regional coopeTalinn in eeonGimic
and sacial matters could not tiake
place withour addressing the polit-
ical issues hat divide the member-
counsries. & conducive politicat
gnvirpmment was essential for pro-
motion of effective and harino-
nipus regional rooperation. in
the post-nuciear South Asia, this
has acquired even greater drgency.
We cannot ignore these realitios i
we are W evolve an effective coop-
evative framework i the regron,”
he satd, d

/.



" tension

By Nirupama Subramanian

COLOMBO. NOV. 19. Liclegates fraim
i wid Pakistan o the “evire
ordinary” sweting of SAVIC se-
nior afficials here last week were
Mg ug-of-war over ity purpose
ard mandate before agreving that
it had been aaseful” apporiuni-
e exchange views on the funge-
tioning ol the regional body.

The §ri Lankan Foreign Minis-
ter, Inan interview 6 The Flinda,
said he was “optimistic” tdhat ay
the meeting had gone off “rea-
sorabfy well, within s fimita-
tions™, 4 meeting of the standing
committee, comprising Foreign
secretarics ol the member-coun-
wics, could be held soon,

Mr. Kadirgamar, al whose per-
sonal mitiucve the niccting was
held. said that nowwithstanding
the “prophets of doem”, he had
found that both india and Pakis-
tan accorded high priorty 1o the
concept af Sowh Asinn reginna)
cooperation, The three-day meet-
ooing concluded earlier 1his week

with tenraiive daies for vanoos

meetings of technical comnsittees
of the SAARC.

A Foreign Ministry statemein
sald “firm targets” were set in re-
spect of negotiations on SAFTA,
the region's preferongial  wrade
agreement, of wiich a4 further
rownd s Jikely meat vear. Ttowas
also decided to carry Torward 1he
drafting process for SAFTA, pro-
posed regional free wrade agreoe-
ment, the weam for which has et
only onee so far despite the envi-
saged deadline of 2001 A meeting
will be held pext vear o take foe
ward the SAARC sociul charter,

troin the ofticial sorsions, it iy
difficuls ro determine whether 1the
meeting achieved its srared pur-
pose of “imparting momentum”
L SAARC atling since fast year for
want of political level mectings.
The kathmandu sumimit lase vear
was put off idetiniely, after fndia
objected to General Perver, Mush-
arrad reprresenting Pakisean.

The weeting bere reflecind the

ecisions, some
at SAARC meet

M — ey

niutual hostility between the two
COUTMRIes I some measare, Pa-
kistani delegates taok the position
that the “extraordinan ™ meeting
had no mandate 1o ke decisions,
and vould hold only “infonmal
consiuitations” to discuss the pos-
siivtlity of holding the long over-
due meetings of the standing
commitier of fareign secretaries,
the councll of mipisters, and the
SUMMit. 0 ,-\ 3\’

They insisied that 1his view find
mention in the docwnent of the
mecting, which is an biernal pa-
per, somewhat Yike minutes.

The Indian side was adamant
that it this went nto e docu-
tent, so o should its position
that the swomit could be held
tnee democracy was restored in
Pakistan, "‘1’/0

Finally. the Pakistani
refented, and the meefjug con-
cluded by recording thady U (ad
been a useful opportunity for an
exchange of views, pending the
achicvement of unanimity on
dates for the next summit which
will be held in Kathmandn™,

Telemates

Amidst the bickering, th
ing touk ne decision o a g
al by the secretary-general, Mr,
Nihal Rodrigo, for the early sign-
ing ol two aiready-finalised con-
ventions  on prevention  of
tralficking in women and chii-
dren, and the welfare of the child,
The conventions, finalised in Col-
ambe in 1998, were 1o be signed
ar the ill-fared Kathmandu sin-
mit [asi year by the heads of the
member-states.

The SAARC directorate pro-
posed that as the impasse over
the holding of the summit was
likely to continue, these conven-
tions conld be signed by other
representatives of the members at
Kathmandu carly next year,

While India did not objecr 1
this, Pakistan felt the conventions
conld be signed only by the heads
Gl state. Finally, the conclusion
was that this could he decided on-
v al a political level.
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_Fanka bid to revive SAARC summit

VAT i wiecs soliied . |
P. K. Baiachanddran \é(\’ £ N\ mit where political issues, especially the India-
Coicmbo, November 19 "’\}’ Pakistan conflict over Kashinir, could be discussed.
- India rules out 4 sumsmit bath for now and the imme-
SRI LANKA. which is the curreat chairman of the \ diate, foresecable, futurc. It has been forcefully resist-
South Asian Assaciation for Regional Cooperation  ing the convening of a summit on the grounds tha
[SAARC). is set to Jaunch a campaign 1o get India to nothing useful would come out of a summit now or in
porve toown o early summit of the Heads .of  the foresceable future. Its argument is that Pakistan
mment. . - - will first have to.stop propping up cross barder terror-
¢ Aweording o The Sunday Times. Sri Lankan  ismin Kashmir before any meamngful discussions can
,f‘!n)rcign Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar is to leave  take place ar the summit Jevel.
{ for New Delht and Islamabad soun to revive SAARC But the other members of SAAREC think that the
, at the polincal Jevel. a programine gencrally interpret-  grouping has to meet ar the highcsty,sort out

ed here as o bid to get New Dielhi to agree to a sum-  basic political questions.
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“SAARC opinion-makers’
meet next month

f -
By Hasan Suroor '

LONDPN. nNuv. 13, Opinion-makers
frenm) the SAARC region will meer
in Kgthmandu carly next month,
as part of the "track I effores, 1o
discuss measures to strengthoen
cooperation among the member
countries,  the  former  Indian
Prime Minister, Meo LK Gujral,
saidd here today.

A, Gujral, who was o1 his way
home after a visit o the s, old
ndian correspondents that the
rceting was likely o set up a Ci-
tizens' Commission for South
Asny, which would work as 4
think-tank.

Apart from hint, others whe
were expected o attend the Kati-
mandu meet included Dr. Man-
mohan Singh, Ms. Asma Jehangir
and Mr. Moin (Qureshi. The Nobel
Laureate, Prof. Amartva Sen, had
also been invied.

About his .S, visit, where he
was conferred an bonoerary doe-
rorate at St, Rose University in Al-
bany, New York, Mr. Guijral sajd
he noticed a sea-change in the
Americans’ attitude towards -
dia.

“India is suddenly at the centre
ol their thinking which was not
the case some vears agn’.

He said wherever he went, he
gut the impression that peoaplo
were inpressed by the strength of
Indian democracy. This was par-
ticuturly noticeable on American
campuses and the various think-

e

-!anks. The “broad  American
thinking” was in favour of India.
he said adding that he was re-
twrning home “very elated ™.

At the United Nations. the Pal-
estine issue dominated the agen-
da wixd there was concern over
the future of the peace process.
India had made His position clear
—- it wanted the peace process 1o
succerd keeping in mind the
rights of the Palestinian people,
Mr. Gujral said.

He was happy to note that dur
ing his interaction with Anerican
academics andd inrellectuals, the
controversies relating to Indo-Pa-
kistan relations did not figure anid
the emphasis was more on mu-
wial interests,

“Twas stiuck by the interest in
Indan  scholarship. More  and
more universitics are setfing cen-
tres for India stiudies™, he said.

The Institute of Srrategic Stud-
ics in Washingron had set ap a
group of emipent persons to
stucy the fimpact of ageing on in-
ternational reludarns and security
and he had becn invited (o attend
its meeting in Zurich in January,

There were concerns about the
problems which longevity had
thrown up in terms of old- age
pension and fall in productivity,
he said. Tndia with its large pop-
ulation, comprising a massive
youth component, was sCen 1o be
an asset in this context,~
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By Nirupama Subramanian S 5\_\«1/""‘

COLOMBO, NOV. 12. A 1heeting of senfor officiais
of the south Asian Association for Reglonal
Co-operaton (SAARC) began today arid reic-
erations that the regional grouping, derailed
by tensions between India and Pakistan, was
adive and fudl of plans for the future.

The three-day  evtra-ordinary’  mecting,
called on the initiative ol Sri Lanka, is being
described as an attempt o infect life nto the
grouping which has heen in lmbo sinee the
nmeeting of SAARC {nreign ministers at Nuvara
Eliya Fist March.

The scheduled heads ot state sununit in
Kathmandu last November was postponed in-
definitely following India's refusal to engage
with the Pakistani feader, General Perver
Musharraf, The last high-level contace be-
lween the miembers vas an informal meeiing
of the foreign ministess on e sidelines of (e
1999 UN General Assembly session.

Inauguraiing the meeting today, Sri Lanka's
Foreign Minister, Mr. Lakshman Kadirgamar,
ruled out a summit in the foresceable future
but said he remained “optimisetc’ abour the
future of SAARLU. describing the grouping as a
maturgl and inevitable’ coming together of
peoples joined by ancient ks

11e said the meeting of the officials would
Cinpart momentum to arcas of agreed coop-
cration which require some concerted acrion
threugh an exchange of views involving all
member states”

The SAARC Sccrctary-General, Mr. Nihal
Rndriga, exprossed conlidence that “wharever
the vagaries of the poiftical climate in South
Awig, the highesy Tevel of commitment to re-
vional cocnperation and - SAARC remains
siroag”

"l s on this basic foundation that the meel-
mg pfsenior oflicials must discuss and recom-
my}r{i a funciional frarmework for continued,

.

—_— N

SENIOR OFFICIALS MEET / PLANS APLENTY FOR SAARC

\2\Stress on continued, collective actlon

The Sri Lankan Foreign Minister. Mr. Laksman Kadirgamar, addressing the SAARC
senior officials meeting in Colombo on Monday. — Photo: Sriyantha Waipola

even accelerated activity to promote the wel-
Fare of the peoples of South Asfa and o con-
rribrite 1o mutual trust and understanding,
nending attainment of unanimity on the con-
VOTHNG nl e next summit in Kathmandu,” he
said in hiv introduction,

Mr Radirgarnar, the chairman of the SAARC
council of minisiers, said recommendations
from this meefing would be invaluable to the
facilitation of continued collective acnion.

Sri Lanka and the SAARC secretarial have
proposed that this meeting recormmend two

conventions - on combating trafficking of

weninien and children for prostitution and the
promation of child welfare - which were final-
ised ar the 1998 Colombo Sunmig#t and ready
o be signed at the jinxed Kathprfandu summit,

be adopted carlyv next vear. Admitiing thae the
economic integration of Seuth Asta envisaged
at the 1997 Male sumimit would nevd atlention
al Jeast at the mutsterial fevel, Mr Kadirgamar
said this meeting could proposc time-frames
for meetings on the SAFTA and SAPTA.

The minister smd for e rexe of the SAFTA
treaty o be dinalised by the 2081 deadline, a
number of issues had beer identdlied for more
decisive work”, includimyg those of the rules
of origin, revenuae mmpe nsaticn pechanisms
and gradoated time-frames for accessicn by
ndividual members,

Mr. Rodrigo said theeeild push activities
that had been copstfained or held back tor
“want of cle<str encounters ot o pracical

kind"”
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BY A curious coincidence, the first anniversarie§ of the
Vigpuyee Government and the Musharraf regime ar taking
place almost simultaneously in mid-October. But there the
resemblance ends. While Mr Vajpayee is beginning his second
yedr on a new footing, so to say, General Musharraf has had to
reiterate, if only for the sake of form, that he will step down
once the period allotted to him by the Pakistani judiciary is
over, It isn't that Mr Vajpayee's tenure has been free of trouble
or that he expects a smooth ride in the future. But despite the

Secasionil problems caused by restive allies obsessed with their
thatmlevel politics, there is little doubt that the Prime

Minister’s present term has been far more secure than his

previous one which he had lost by a solitary vote. For one thing,

his coalition is numerically more sccure and, for another, the
oppusition to his rule lacks focus.

The reason why Mr Vajpayee has managed his stint better this
time is not only that he has no serious challenger to his position
at the muoment, but also that there is a fair amount of support
for his cconomic and foreign policies. On reforms, for instance,

~despite the misgivings expressed by both the Left and the
| Right, all Chief Ministers, including in the states run by the
Leftists, have recognised the importance of foreign investment
and realised that the old autarkic system is obsolete. In foreign
policy, the sigoificance of India being on good terms with
hotl the US and Russia is too obvious to be missed since it
underlines a stature which was absent except in the very carly
days of the Nehruvian period.

If India, then, appears ready to play a role in keeping with its
size and importance, Pakistan is seemingly sinking into a quag-
mire. The coup by the army was only one of the many backward
steps it has taken in recent years, the most disturbing of which
is the country’s retreat into the medicval fundamentalism of the
Tuliban type. While Puakistan’s futile desire to match India's
nuciear ambition made it court economic sanctions, the return
of the military has ensured its diplomaric isolation. Besides
these factors, its harhouring of terrorist elements bent on
waging a jehudd against India has reinforced Pakistan's image as
a country where bigots rule both the social and political scene.
The result is that any satisfaction on this side of the border over
India’s stability is undermined by Pakistan’s degeneration into
a failed State which can ave deeply unsettling consequences
far the entire region,
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The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, with his Bangladesh countetpart, Sheikh Hasina, and Pakistan’s military ruler, Gen.

Pervez Musharraf... neighbours but not yet friends?

FEW cameos of a shadow-battle of
attrition berween India and Pakistan
came into considerable focus at the
latest United Nations millennjum

summit in New York. But it was Bangladesh
which showed thai the fault lines in Sputh Asia
run deep and acruss the entire region.

Sri Lanka made hardly any news at the UN,
show, almost confirming why Colombo had
been diplomatically relegated by the U5,
President and the Japanese Prime Minister
duripg their separate journeys to Souwih Asia in
recent months. This certainly was no sad com-
mwentary on the asually high-profile 8ri Lankan
Foreign Minister, My, Lakshman Kadirgamar,
who represented his President at the UK,
conference. But the big picture of the region
was dismal. No virual realities of diplomatic
gloss could conceal a South Asia in disarray.

In a sense, theve was also nothing that Sri
Lanka, the current Chair of the South Asian
Association  for  Regional  Cooperation
[SAARC), could have done o put its house in
order at the U.N. Vhe very notion of a SAARC
conclave on thie marging of the milleanial
event had suffered a gricvous biow prior to the
meeting. The reason was the dim view of Pa-
kistan's militarised polity by India which is
increasingly asserting its democratic image in
a new glabal context considered favourable to
the politics of pluralism.

Basking in this international environment,
the Bangladesh Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasi-
na, sought at the U.N. Security Council to cap-
italise an her country's present idensity as a
democratisitig polity vis-a-vis its economic
prospects bused on natural gas potential. As a
current nen-permanent member of the Secu-
ity Council. Bangladesh grabbed the oppor-
tunity to make its presence felt, and she called
for ULN. action agajnst usurpation of power
anywhere in ity member-states. This, in her
view, wis « st 10 promote democracy,
human rights and economic advancement
across the world.

Sheikh Hasine curifled Jater that she had
keptin puiine focus her own country's democ-
racy-destructive experiences which had, in the

past, included the assassination of her father.
Bui the Pakistan Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, a military ruler without the cush-
ion of martial law, reacted in a way which,
according to some Bangladesh diplomats, sur-
prised them. He “postponed” a meeting
which he himself bad spught with Sheikh Ha-
$ina an the margins of the U.N. exiravaganza,

It was quite obvious that Gen. Musharraf
would accept none of the aspersions, even if

"unintended, in the sensitive new comtext of a

pan-South Asia debate on the damning find-
mgs of the Hamood-ur- Rehman pane} on the
role of the Pakistan Army, or at least some of
its elements, in Bangladesh prior to its emer-
gence as a sovereign state in 1971, If, however,
Sheikh Hasina asserted on reaching horme that
Bangladesh's ties with Pakistan would not suf-
fer on account of the rumpus over her agenda
of democracy, she was banking on the fact
that she had actuzily scunded somewhat neu-
tral in her separate comments on the India-
Pakistan imbroglio. On the eve of the U.N.
summit, she called for a peaceful ambience tor
India-Paldstan  interactions so that South
Asin's primary challenge of poverty could be
addressed with the deserving attention.

Tine was when the ‘Indira Doctrine’ was
blamed in parts of South Asia for the failure of
SAARC 1o take off as an association for eco-

There is an evolving
argument about faith in
democracy as a possible

defining characteristic for
cooperation among SAARC
countries... But, says
P. S. SURYANARAYANA,
India-Pakistan equations
witl continue to determine
SAARC's future. '

IHE INDD

ﬁ?gw@m

nemic cooperation. Paraphrased, the doctrine
was that India could not remain unconcerned
about the domestic evenis in neighbouring
countries that could affect New Delhi’s vital
interests. The concept was first vagaely visual-
ised at the height of the essenvially indigenous
campaign for a restgration of democracy in
Pakistan in the early 1980s, But the outbreak of
the eth=at crisis in Sri Lanka at about the same
ti=ue lent a greater urgency tw the doctrine.
Much later, after the Babri Masjid was de-
m.olished in 1992, Bangladesh and Pakistan
carye together to outline a ransparent but un-
star.2d variant of the ‘Indira Doctrine’. The

_subs tance of the new thesis was that New Del-

hi's hnmediage neighbours, with overwhetm-
ing M. 1slim pepulations, could not but evince
concerN as also interest in India's domestic
falious Of communal tensions over the Babri
Masjid's destruction,

Seen in this contemporary historica) context
is the evolVINg new argument about the faich |
in democrz €y as a possible defining character- |
istic for friendly cooperation among the |
SAARC mem ber-countries in the future. To be |
sure, neither [ndia nor Sheikh tiasina’s Ban- I
gladesh has spelt this out in such stark terms (
in a pan-regio #at context, bur New Delhi’s |
aversion 1o interdcting with Istamabad within |
the SAARC forurn and Dhaka’s new suppart |
fur a globatisation of democracy are pointers i
which could. if nut reversed for whatever real- ]
politik reason. set a doctrine of democracy for !
a frue South Asian spirit. ‘

With or without this new lodestar of democ- |
racy, the india-Pakistan equations will contin- |
ne to determine SAARC's future, lfJ@gn/T
Musharraf has not impressed the Prives Sinis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayece, wich an offerof a
bilateral no-war pact and a pledge for South
Asian nuclear disarmament, New Delhi krnows
that islamabad is not resorting to a proverbial
Chinese ploy of ‘the empty fortress’ or a mere
feigning of military strength, as a strategy of
security. Nor has Gen. Musharraf unveiled «
comprehensive global nuclear disarmament
package comparable to Rajiv Gandhi's vision’
at a previous U.N. forum.
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DESHCAN THIRUNARAYANAPURAM
STATESMAN REWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON, Sept. 16. —
The USA and India yesterday
said tensions in South Asia can
anly be resolved by the region's
nations and by peacefu) means,
thereby once again rejecting
Pakistan's attempts to interna-
tionalise the

India, USA
snub .,
Pakistan

countries. Mr Clinton has lifted
several elements of the sanc-
tions. But on the question of
non-proliferation the progress
has been slow.

The joint statement says the
two countries agree to advance
their dialogue on security and
non-proliferation, building
upon the joint statement signed
during Mr Clin-

Kashmir issue,

In a further
rebuke of Pak-
istan’s indireet
support to Isl-
amic militants’
“jehad” in the
contentious ter-
ritory, India and
the USA “stre-
ssed the unac-
ceptability of
continued vie-
lence and blood-
shed as a basis
for salution to
the problems of
the region™.

A joint state-
ment released
by Mr Biil Clin-

genior

t— PTI

"No change in US
stand on Kashmir’

WASHINGTON, Sept. 15.
~ In a bid to assuage Indian
feelings, the USA has clari-
fied that Mr Bill Clinten's
remark that Kashmir was at
the “core” of Indo-Pak ten-
sions did not represent any
change in the US oosition on
the issune. Mr Bruce Riedel, a
directar
President’s national council
for the Near East, and Mr
Karl Inderfurth, assistant
secretary of state for South
Asia, made the clarification.

ton's visit to
India in March.

While they
iterated their
commitments to
forge nuclear
tests, india re-
affirmed that
“subject to its
supreme hation-
al intereats”, it
will continue its
voluntary morge
| torium until fhe
CTBT cuvies
into effect. Pas-
istan and Ching
have nuclear
weapons and
New Delhi arg-
ues that it needs

in the

ton and Mr Atal

{ ® Another report on page 0] 2

minimuam

Behari Vajpayee
also acknowledged the differ-
ences the two counties have
over the fall-out of India’s 1998
nuclear tests.

India’s hesitation to sign the
CTET and the remaining &co-
nomic sanctions continue to
haunt the otherwise improving
relations between the two

nuclear deter-
rent in such a hostile region.

The USA reaffirmed its inten-
tion o work for ratification of
the CTBT “at the earliest pos-
sible date”, India, on its part,
promised 1o “continue efforts 1o
develop a broad political

¥ See SNUB: page 10
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Saarc abreernent to g)ost%;{-de

HT Correspondent o
New Delhi, August 4 '\’\ - \S

4
SAARC countries have finalized a plan of action in order to)t:no()st inira
and interregional trade which includes harmonization of documentation,
procedures and steps to reduce transaction costs across the region.

The agreement also envisages simplification, alignment and harmoniza-
tion of trade and transport documents to be introduced in all member
countries, mostly on internationally accepted standards and tools.

This major agreement is expected cnhance share of international trade
from the region, attract foreign direct investment, augment foreign
exchange earnings and vitalize the domestic economy in memniber countries.

Briefing newsmen after signing of agreement between member-nations.
Commerce Secretary Prabir Sengupta said country level national trade
and transportation facilitation committees will be set up shortly which will
act as focal points for enhancing trade in the region.
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India forces
cancellatlon of

SAARC meetmg

By K.K. Kartyal )(‘0 \ \.lt a lower level (of Foreign Minis-

NEW DELHI, AUG. 16, 1 he customan
meeting of the SAARC Foreign
Ministers, held every vear in New
York on the sidelines of the LN,
General Agsembly session, will
not take place this time. [Chas be-
come o casually of the develop-

nieits in South Asia in the wake of

the coup in Pakistain.

This is primarily because of the
stand taken by India against polic-
ical-level  contacts W]tlnn the
SAARC framewaork, involving par-

ticipation of representatives of

the military regime in Islamahad,
It was on this very ground that the
SAARC summit. due some lime
apo, could not be held — India
had objected to the presence of a
military ruler, responsible for the
disimissal of o demaocratic Govern-
ment,

Under the SAARC charter, deci-
stons regarding the summit, as in-
deed on other matters, have (o he
taken with the consent of all
member-nations. A meeting of
the Foreign Ministers, ton, re-
quires evervbody's assent. I any
case. there is 1o paint in arrang-
ing such discussions in the ab-
sence of any one member — India
at that,

The question of the Toreign
Minjsters’ meeting has been the
subject of exchanges hetween In-
dia, sri Lanka, which is the cur-
rent chairman of the grouping,
and other member nations in the
last Tew weeks. The discussions
wuere initiated on the assumption
that the Indian objection may nom
operale with regard (o a conclave

ters), especially when such a
inecting was held last vear even in
the wake of the Kargil confiiet.

New Delhi, however, struck o
the earlier position against politi-
cal-level contacts, restricting the
SAARC business o experts and
technical hands. Such contacts
have not been interrupted so far
and have covered important sub-
jecrs in the areas of agriculture,
environment and technrical coop-
eration. The progress with regard
to the South Asian Preferential
Trade Arca, 100, has been main-
tained buat the advance owards
the next and ambitious pro-
gramisne creation of the free
trade area — has slowed down,
even halted.

New Delhi justifies its stand on
the plea that the participation of a
coup leader or his representative
would give respectability to the
miilitary regime, and the dismissal
of a democratically-clected Gov-
crnment may ook less appalling,
Muost SAARC members, however,
do noc share this view,

The cancellation of the SAARC
summit and other decisions b
New Delhi against any business
with  the military regime  had
caused sharp reactions in Islama-
had, as was evident from the pub-
lic  utrerances  of  the  Chief
Executive, {ren. Pervez Mushar-
raf. In a question-answer session
with visiting Indian journalists
last month, he called for revision
of the SAARC s charter (0 remove
what was pereeived as brakes in
its funciioning and for expansion
of the scope of the grouping,
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Dialogue with Pakistan
India Must Take the Initiativ

f\\/@

THERE are expectations that
President Bill Clinton will try
and persuade Prime Minister Ata]
Behari Vajpayee to enter into a dia-
logue with Pakistan when the latler
visits the US in September. Since
General Pervez Musharraf will be
it New York for the millennium
summit of the UN, the pressure will
be on to hold a meeting at that time.

On August 11-12, 2000, the Cen-
tre for International Security and
Cooperation {CT1SAC) of Stanford
University, USA, organised a semi-
nar on “Nuclear safety and security
in South Asia in Bangkok. The US
participanis included former de-
fence secretary William Perry, Pro-
fessor Scotr Sagan, former US am-
bassador to Pakistan, Thomas Si-
mons, Professor Sumit Ganguly,
Kent L Biringer from Sandia Cor-
poratien and Mr Lewis Dunn. The
Pakista.. delegation included It
General (retd) Talat Masood, Pro-
fessor Zafar Igbal Cheema, Profes-
sor Rifat Hussein, and a serving
brigadier from the National
Strategic Command Centre, Feroze
Hassan Khan who deals with arms
cutttrol issues,

The Indian participants were Am-
bassador Shanker Bajpai, Air Chief
Marshal (retd) S K Mehra, Lt Gen-
eral Raghavan (retd), A Gopalakr-
1shnan, formerly chairman of the
Atomse Energy Regulatory Board,
Prof Amitabhk Mattoo and this
writer. The subjects covered were
nuclear weapons safety and secun-
ty, deterrence in theory and practice
in South Asia, nuclear decision-
making in South Asia, arms control
verification technology, confidence-
building measures and last, lessons
learnt and future course of action.

The Americans highlightcd their
cold war experiences, the risks in-
volved in operating nuclear arse-
nals, especially the dynamics of con-
[rentational situations. They urged
the slowing down and cessation of
arsenal build-up, de-alerting of
weapons, non-deployment and con-
tinuing institutionalised dialogue
between India and Pakistan. Both
the US and Pakistan were not pre-
pared to accept that the Indian no-
first-use policy encompassed many
of the measures that were being ad-
vocated. While the Indian side ar-
gued that no- first-use was a policy
wimed at exercising deterrence, the
scenarios of the US and Pakistan
were modelled on western strategic
thinking. The Americans empha-
sised the risks of unauthorised and
accidental uses. At the end of the
seminar, it was suggested that the
Americans should enumerate all
the risks they have come across in

By K SUBRAHMANYAM

the last 55 vears of the nuclear era
and the rewedial steps they had
adopted to reduce and eliminate
those risks.

Both the Indians and Pakistanis
pointed out that the American con-
cerns and anxiety about South
Asia’s nuclear situation were not re-
flected in the American denial of
technology cooperation with both
India and Pakistan on safety and se-
curity measures -- espectally those
that mvolved interaction among sci-
entists and sale of equipment relat-
ed to nuclear safety. There was no
satisfactory explanation on why the
US and western nations opposed
the UN resolution on de-alerting
nuclear weapons, Nor was there any
agreement that the best way of pre.
venting nuclear weapons being used
and eliminating to a large extent
tisks of unauthorised and accidental
use was 10 declare that use and
threat of use of nuclear weapons
was a crime agamst humanity.

» Atarecent conference, India
asserted that the no-first-use
nolicy is meant to exercise
deterrence

¢ Pakistan and india fee| that the
situation in South Asia is not
as unstable as the US tends
to think

» Pakistan would prefer to leave
Kargil behind and restart
a broad-based dialogue

« India needs to finalise its
nuclear doctrine and then
engage Pakistan in falks

While the Americans tended to
consider the nuclear situation in
South Asia as potentially risky, the
Pakistanis fel€ it was not as unstable
as the Americans tended to think.
According to the Pakistanis, the risk
lay in not settling the Kashmir jssue.
The Indian side felt that the situa-
tion was stabler than what the other
two sides assessed and Kashmir was
only a symptom of a deeper malaise
-- the two-nation theory, which
needed to be addressed.

There was general agreement on
all sides that there was no alterna-
tive to resuming the dialogue on the
nuctear issue. The Indian side point-
ed out that such a dialogue was en-
visaged in the Lahore process but
was wrecked by the Kargil intru-
sion. While the Kargil intrusion was
sought to be explained by one or
two Pakistani participants as the re-
sult of the frustration of Pakistanis

A

on the Kashmid issue and Siachen.
there was no vigorous defence of
the Kargil intrusion, The Pakistanis
argued that Kargil should be left be-
hind and the Indo-Pakistan dia-
logue resumed, not only on the nu-
clear issue bui on all political issues.

The Indian participants peinted
out that Kargil had destroved the
credibility of the Pakistani regime,
particularly the military and since
the Indian prime minister went to
Lahore taking significant palitical
risks;, this time appropriate condi-
tions must be created to restart the
dialogue. the onus for which was on
Pakistan. While the Americans ac-
cepted the Indian grievance on
Kargil destroying mutual confi-
dence, they felt that the nuciear
risks were sp sericus that India
should agree to a dialogue on nu-
clear confidence-building with Pak-
istan without any conditions. While
it was not the contention of any In-
dian that there should not be any re-
sumption of dialogue, no impression
should be creared that the nuclear
issue could be used o strike
bargains or to blackmail.

It was clear that the rationale of
the Indian no-first-use strategy had
not been understood by the Pak-
istani and western strategic commu-
nities. UIndoubtedly, they have a
vested interest in fighting the no-
first-use stratepy since ifs accep-
tance wiil build up enormous pres-
sures on NATO and particularly the
US to adopt the same strategy. The
Germans and Canadians tried hard
to persuade the TS to accept the
no-first-use strategy but the US and
other nuclear weapon powers are
not willing o start the process of
delegitimising nuclear weapons,
This continued emphasis on the le-
gitimacy of nuclear weapons poses
the greatest nuclear threat to the
world since all other risks like unau-
thorised and accidental use etc. anisc
from this. The most liberal of Amer-
icans are yet to decondition them-
selves out of their acceptance of nu-
clear weapons as a legitimate instru-
ment of policy and security,

It would be in India's interest for
the government to not only finalise
its nuclear doctrine early but atso to
come out with a strategic policy
statement on the rationale of (he
no-first-use strategy. Second. the Ju-
dian leadership should get ready to
start an early dialogue on the nu-
clear issue with Pakistan without
linking it to other political issues.
Perhaps India's offer to initiate a di-
alogue on nuclear issues at the ex-
pert level before Mr Vajpayee goes
to Washington may help to relieve a
Iot of avoidable pressure on him.
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J |AT A TIME whyn the political processes in the

South Asian Assdgiation for Regional Coopera-
tion (SAARC) have\been derailed, the husiness
leaders from the region have held 2 summit in
Bangalore. They see the advantages, the prob-
lems and the compulsions for greater regional
cooperation or even integration, to take on the
challenge of globalisation. The ultimate gl
might be a South Asian economic union, but the
more immediate necessity would be 1o get in
place a Regional Tree Trade Arca called SAFTA,
Unfortunately. hecause the political process has
come to a grinding halt, there are no chances of
SAFTA materialising in the near future. Even the
Preferential Trade Arrangemeni (SAPTA) has not
been completely implemented as discussions
could not crystailise in a politically surcharged
environment,

Only a few days earlier, india ruled our a
routine meeting of SAARC Foreign Ministers in
New York next month, on the sidelines of the
U.N. General Assembly, This has heen g regular
meeting point for the Ministers to discuss both
regional and international developments, be-
sides working on the regional road map. With
the military coup in Pakistan last October, India
virtually halted the SAARC process. The regional
sumrmit was the first casualty and now New Del-
hi has taken the positien that potitical-level
meetings cannot take place with a militan re-
gime in Islamabad. This is an unfortunate devel-
opment that can hurt both India and the region,
Even if the summit has to be put on hold for a
couple of years, it makes little sense to abandon
al] political exchanges or ronsultatioms in the
regional framework. By CODIINNE SAARD acriv-
tties to the official level, perhaps till democracy
is restored in Pakistan, India will only make sure
that no key decisions are taken and SAARC as a
regional trade bloc will remain stunted and irrel-
evant.

When all the regional associations ase Tryving

I ~ //'
~A\b  THE DERAILED SAARC w{ﬁ;ﬂ/

to speed up the process of integration ahead of
the WTO deadlines, South Asia will be left far
hehind in the race. As the SAARC Secretary-Gen-
erai, Mr. Nihal Kodrigo, has said, a collective ap-
proach wouid ensure a degree of protection for
regional Interests in the face of other global col-
lective entities. The Karnataka Chiel Minister,
M. 5. M. Krishnia, went a step Farther to call for a
strong political will fur regional economic wnion.
Itis not as though the political leadership of the
seven South Asian countries does not know this.
Bur India and Pak tnust realise that they are
hoiding the process of regional cooperafion and
integration to ransom, isiamabad must realise
that its already collapsing ECONUIMY Tieeds re-
suscitation at feast at the regional level before it
can rebound te face globalisation. New Delhi tno
Iust accept that there can be no SAARC or SAFE
FA without Pakistan and bilateral arrangem
cannot be an affective alternative to o e
free trade area.

=il

If India and Pakistan cannot soft out their
mess in time, the gther member-states of SAARC
and the business community in the region must
step up the pressure to make them see reasorn.
Without the two "big bovs’ in South Asia, SAARC
cannot move forward and the ather fve cour-
tries may be further marginalised in the proce
of g]ubalisation/’F(}gether; they must influence
New Dethi and Tslamabad to keep their bilateral
problems aside and move ahead with the SAARC
process. Afler 15 years, this infant remains mal-
nourished, perhaps disoriented. Unless it can
mave ahead swiitly, it cannot emerge as the re-
gional voice of South Asia in a global platorm.
The business leaders, who have called for en-
hanced intra-SAARC trade. must now start influ-
encing their political leadership to hasten
regional integration and a {ree trade area. 1 they
cannot face regional competition, they wiil he
swept away in the Noed of global eompetitinn.
That is the real danger ahead.
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Pakistan’s N-capabilities are far

By Ramesh Chandran @
The Times of India News Servide

WASHINGTON: After the embar
rassments of May 1998 when th
Pokhran-II nuclear tests caught the
U.S. intelligence agencies off the
guard, South Asia‘has been under
an unwavering focus of American
military and intelligence agencies.

In this period, they have now re-
assessed carlier estimates of India
and Pakistan’s nuclear capabilities.
In a dramatic re-evaluation, U.S, of-
ficials told a television news chan-
‘{ nel that Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal
is vastly superior to that of India's
with up to “five times the nuclear
warheads” and far more accurate
and effective delivery sysiems.

Quoting intelligence sources and
diplomats, NBC News reported
that their original estimates had
becn that Pakistan was estimated
to have 10 and 15 nuclear weapons
in its arsenal while India had be-
tween 25 and 100. However, 24
months later they bave allered
these estimates and suggest they
may have overstated TIndia’s
“hemegrown™ arsenal and under-
stated Pakistan’s programme which
had been beefed up with “generous
Chincse assistance®.

One official made a starting
comment 1o the network that Pak-
istan is more likely to have “those
numbers than the Indians” (5 1o
100 warheads). What several of the
officials, unidentified mostly, tald
the network is that the crucial ele-
ment in the revised scenario is the
question of delivering nuclear pay-
loads in which Islamabad is said 1o
be [ar more advanced than New
Delhi, especially concerming ballis-
tic missiles.

One voice of authority quoted
was Manine Corps General Antho-
ny Zinni of the U.S, central com-
mand who is familiar with the re-
gion and who has met with Pak-
istan’s military commanders, in-

superior, sa

comments seemed to suggest that
longtime assumptions that India
had the edge in South Asia’s strate-
gic balance was questionable ai
best. “Don’t assume that the Pak-
istan nuclear capability is inferior
to the Indians,” he said.

The nub of the NBC story citing
various inteHigence analysts and of-
licials was that both India and Pak-
istan have nuclear capability but
the latter is far better prepared. A
recent U5, defence department
analysis of Tndia’s capability and
readiness, quoted by the network,
suggests that New Defhi is now
“aware of its shoricomings™ and is

®  Pak has five times more
N-warheads than India

® India’s capabilities overrated

® India is aware of its
shoricomings

seeking to address the problem. It
refers to the minimum deterrent
force “comprised of a triad of nu-
clear delivery svstems—air, mohile
land-based launches and sca-based
platforms” and adds, “the air com-
ponent of its triad is the only one
that may be in place already.” The
report maintains that India may
have a “handful of nuclear
bombs”— maybe about five—and
its delivery systems needed to
launch them is “seriously lagging .
The document quoted by NBC
also apparently states that India
has no nuclear capable missiles and
fewer aiteraft capable of defivering
nuciear payloads than Pakistan.
New Delhi has twice tested the in-
termediate range Agni missile
“which might eventually provide
the basis of a nuclear missile force.”
However, several analysts quot-
ed in the propramme maintain that
‘Agni’ will not be fielded with no-

y U.S. officials 5"

gcludin g Gen Pervez Musharraf, His

clear warheads for another 10
years! Besides India appears to
only “have begun work™ on missile
warhead and on the miniaturisa-
tion of weapons—two eritical hur-
dles 10 the actual use of weapons.
On the other hand, U.S. have al-
tered their estimates on Pakistan’s
capabilities whose missile and air
deiivery systems are now ready “if
something happens™,

Islamabad's F-16s and its French
Mirage fighter bombers, according
to these analysts, are “superior at
penetrating enemy airspace” than
India’s “Soviet-designed MiGs and
Sukhois™. Crucially, Pakistan is now
estimated 1o possess 30 nuclear ca-
pable missiles —the Chinese-made
M-11 short-range missiles and its
Pakistani variant the Tarmuk as
well as the North Korean Nodang
intermediate range missile, which
the Pakistanis call the Ghauri.

One undertlying theme of the re-
portis the grave “hair-trigger” con-
cerns in Washington of a possibie
nuclear exchange in which “150
million Indians and Pakistanis
cauld perish—three tinics the
itumber of pcople who died in
Waorld War IT, Gen Zinni is quoted
ay saying: “Kargil scared both sides.
It cscalated with mobilisation on
different (ronts—tit for tat.”

He argued that the (1S, inter-
vened in the nick of time during
Kargil.  Although Washington
might not exert influence on the
“daily level of fighting,” it did hold
SOmMEe sWay in terms of escalation
since neither side “really wants an
all out war”

Meanwhile, the Pakistani ambas-
sador in Washington Malecha Lod-
hi, in a speech to the Woodrow Wil-
son International Centre for Schol-
ars, warned that her country was
left with no other options but 1o
build a “nuclear force™ as India em-
barks on a huge conventional arms
build-up,
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SAARC writers for word power to break barriers

=By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, APRI. 30. Authors and poets from
the “seven sister”” countries bonded by the
South Asian Association for Regional Cooper-
ation (SAARC) today vowed to use the power
of the word to ensure the barbed fences at the
borders were not extended to the hearts.

The commitment was made part of the New
Delhi Declaration, adopted by the participa-
nts at the valedictory session of the three-dav
SAARC Writers Conference, which offered
writers and poets of the region a platform for
interaction and understanding.

Recognising the special role such a con-
clave can play in ushering in peace and social
justice in the region, the Declaration made

(-1

ut a strong case for the Conference becom-
ng an annual event to be followed by regular
exchange of views, OS

Tuned as the writers are|to the realities of
the modero age. they favoufred a more inten-
sive use of the Internet by sfarting a website (o
give writers their due share of recognition so
that they are more widely read, The Declara-
tion has called for a machinery for regular
exchange of views on creative writings and
harnessing creative writing to work for peace
in the region. “"This can be achieved through
writer exchange programumes, writers of all
seven SAARC countries visiting the neigh-
bouring coutaries for exchange of views, writ-
ers-in-residence pProgramnimes, and
interactions with creative writing faculties in

L1 MAY 1B

universities.” Since the Academy of Fine Arts
and Literature took upon itsell the: initiative of
hosting the first ever SAARC Writers Confer-
ence, the writers were of the view that it
should make efforts o keep alive the contin-
uous process of cultural dialogue.

“The Academy should follow up this con-
ference with an ongoing programme to en-
sure the smoeoth and unhindered flow of
literature — particularly contemporary writ-
ings — from one country to the other espe-
cially through  creative  panslations  and
publishing of anthologies of outstanding con-
temporary writings,”

Neither the Declaration nor the organisers
gave no indication of where the sccond Con-
ference would be held.



ras US

with terror rap

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, April 30: Armed
with a US state department report
blaming Pakistan for harbouring
terrorists, India today tilted the
talks see-saw battle back in its
favour and stuck to its conditions
toreswme dialogue.

The US report, made public
by The New York Times, has for
the first time identified South
Asia as a crucial hub of interna-
tional terrorism, accusing Pak-
istan and especially Afghanistan
of providing safe haven and
support to international tervorist
groups.

However, the report stopped
short of adding Pakistan to the
terror black list. The US conceded
that Islamabad’s record badly
needs improvement, but added
that “it is a friendly state that is
trving to tackle the problem”.

The disclosure of the report
cosnes close an the heels of an ap-
peal by US under-secretary of
state Thomas Pickering to India
to restart talks and a day after
Pakistan’s junta leader, Pervez
Musharraf, repeated his desire to
meet Pritne Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee in a “neutral” West
Asian country,

The two statements had raised
eyebrows in New Delhi. which
had been Insisting that talks
would be resumed only after “con-
crete evidence” of a cessation of
cross-border terrorism.

Pickering is scheduled to visit
the sub-continent next{ month
and it was felt that e was testing
the waters to make the resump-
fion of talks the cornerstone of
his tour,

However, buoved by the state
department report. Delhi slipped
back into the post-Clinton visit
high ground, questioning the sin-
cerity of Musharraf’s offer made
during an interview to CNN.

This afternoon, national secu-
rity adviser Brajesh Mishra told
reporters in Patiala that the ques-
tion of adialogue with Musharraf
and his regime did not arise be-
cause he had gone on record ques-

tioning the Simla Agreement.

Foreign ministry officials in-
sisted that unless Pakistan agrees
to talk on cross-border tervorism
before Kashmir there was no
scope for u meeting ground.

In the same interview, the
officials pointed our, Musharraf
had hinted at possible involve-
ment of Indian forces in the mas-
sacre of Sikhs in Anantnag dur-
ing Clinton's visit. The design, he
suggested, was to impress upon
Clinton the severity of terror
strikes.

However, diplomats conceded
that [ndia will have to find a way
to resume talks, either direct or
through Track 11, before Vajpayee
pays a return visit to Washington
in September.

In its 107-page report. the state
department was seveyely critical
of Pakistan, saying that while it
has arrested and extradited sever-

al terrorists, it has refused to end -

support for groups that {rain ter-
rorists  in neighbouring
Afghanistan and in Pakistan it-
self, and has declined to close
“certain Pakistani religious
schools that serve as conduits for
terrorism”,

It said there are also “credible
reports” that Pakistan continues
{0 support militant groups like
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen, which
had one of its leaders freed from
an Indian prison in exchange {or
hostages taken during the Indian
Airlines hijack.

Informed of the state depart-
ment report, Zamir Akram, the
deputy chief of mission at Pak-
istan’s embassy in Washington,
vigorously denied that his coun-
{ry was supporting or tolerating
terrorism.

Washington, he asserted, had
refused to present evidence to
support such charges, “If they
have evidence, they should share
it with us,” Akram said.

“We are more of a target and
victim of terrorism than the US
has even been. We heed to jointly
fight against terrorism.
like this simply geto
he added.

THE TELEGRAFT
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threat to

v

peace in S Asia’

Russia calls for global effort to fight terrorism

WY A\
RUSSIA ON Friday said that the LTTE was a\real
threat to the securily of the South Asian region bnd
called upon the international commupity fo bind
together to fight terrorism. which it stressed, wab a
global phenomenon.

A statement issued by the Russian Foreign Ministry
in Moscow and abtained by The Hindusian Times, said
that Russia had received with “concern” the aggrava-

P K Balachanddran

A
Cofombo, May 6

Lankan troops has improved on the ground. Kilai, on
the fatfna lagoon, is still with the security forces aud
the LTTE's bid to move forward from Palai or
Nagarkovi] Kas been stailed.

The suspension of talk on evacvation from Jaftna
has also stirred the will to stay put and fight, diplo-
matic sources said.

Informed sources now do not expect Jalfna to fail.
They also say that heavens would not fali if Jaffua feil.

‘India toe willing; Key sections of the Sri Lankan
leadership are aware that India too has offered to con-
tribute to the effort o secure

tica of the situation in Sri
Lanka by the military activi-
ties of the LTTE. "In Moscow
it has been noted that pro-
longed armed coaflict in Sri
Lanka and the accompanying
extremism and terrorism not
only create a real threat to
the security and territorial
integrity of this country, but
are also a destabilising factor
in the general context of the

-
Concern ovey

THE SRI Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC), a
key partner in the ruling Peoples’ Alliance, has
expressed "deep concern” about the govern-
meit's decision to re-establish diplomatic refa-
ttons with Israel in the context of that country's
"past role in the ethnic conflict". But there
seems to be littde or no chance of the SLMC's
walking out of the povernment on this issue.

peace, Mr. Wickremesinghe.
for example, pointed to the
fourth and the last point in
Mr. Jaswant Singh's state-
ment on May 3, which said:
"It is India's hope that the
pedace sought by all S
Lankans will soon return to a
country that is a ¢lose and
friendly neighbour. India js
ready to coutribute to nak-

ties with Israel

HTC, Colombo

rather difficult situation in
South Asia.”

"The Russian stde views with understanding the Sri
Lankan government's steps for the resolution of the
conflict, We are convinced that today it is impossible
to suppress the wave of terrorism which has spread to
many countries of the world, without pooling the
efforts of all the states in countering this common
evil."

In the background of explicit pledges, especially
from Russia and Israel. the performance of the Sri

ing that hope a reality.”

Asked what might happen
to the Norwegian effort to facilitate, in case India
came on board, Mr. Wickremesinghe said that India
could well supplement the Norwegian effort. But
observers wondered if India would not insist on play-
ing solo in a matter like this. However, diplomats teel
that a dialogue or even a ceasefire does not seem like-
ly now because the LTTE thinks that it (s on a winning
streak and the Sri Lankans too, of late, lave begun to
feel that they can dislodge the LTTE.

E HINDUSTAN THES
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Marine security |

network to bci/
set up inG\*,
SQI_IEh AsiaQ\%'

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, May 8. - The
first steps are on towards for- |
mation of a regional network to J
take on piracy in the South-east
and South Asian seas. Sixteen 1
coast guard agencies have
reached a pact on sharing infor-
mation and coordinated action, |
against pirates and in respond-
ing to SOS calls from ships.

A reeent meeting in Tokyo
took note of piracy and armed
robberies involving merchant
vessels. India was represented :
by the Coast Guard director !
general and the director gener- !
al of shipping.

Bince instances of piracy
went far beyond the jurisdie-
tion of any single state, coordi-
nated responses should be
ensured at the earliest. The
agencies that adopted a frame-
work of action represented the
administrations of Brunei,
Cambodia, China, Hong Keng,
India, Indonesia, Japan, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philip-
pines, South Korea, Singapere,
Thailand and Vietnam,

The agencies have decided to
identify operational contact
points to transmit information
about ships under or appre-
hending pirate attacks and
pass on details.

Each state is to boost its own !
law enforcement activities at !
sea, and have agreed to render
immediate assistance to ships
under attack. They have also
decided to take action to inter-
cept or seize vessels suspected
to have been hijacked or
involved in piracy.

Since guch action may some-
times take place in areas
beyond the jurisdiction of a
particular state, the agencies
will consult each other through
diplomatic channels so that
the legal technicalities do not
frustrate the efforts of the law
enforcement units,

While as of now no plans have
been firmed up for joint action
or a preventive action, those
possibilities would be explored
on the basis of experience
gained from the cooperative
responses to situations, There
was also a certain agreement
on the need for upgrading the
training and technology avail-
able to each agency. Japan is to
explore the scope for providing
support to such upgrades.

The 16 agencies have also
decided to hold regular meet-
ings to give more teeth and
specific expression t0 the broad
agreements that were reached
at Tokyo. During that meet
there was high pruise for the
action by the Indian Coast
Guard and Navy in detecting
and seizing the hijacked MV
Alondra Rainhow last year..

Though there are ho f’-fi}lorts
of pirates or armed ro. ers
operating off Indiam [ rts,
there is increasing evide e of
such activities now stret:Ling
out westward of the waters
around Indonesia and the
Malacea Straits, Indian author-
ities now suspect that some of
the cargo taken by pirates is
being off-loaded at small ports
on the Indian coastline.



A South Asian Force

Join Hands

(\\’\D\ \

ITH the Liberation Tigers of

Tamil Eclam (LTTE) all set
to partition Sri Lanka along ethnic
lines and establish a separate state
by force of arms. the unity and in-
tegrity of India and of cvery other
South Asian state could be affected
in the tong term. South Asian gov-
ernments cannot stand by idly and
let an outlawed group vivisect onc
of the member states of SAARC
(South Asian Assaciation for Re-
gional Cooperation).

Jaffna’s 5,00.000 Tamil civilians,
trapped betwcen the vicious as-
saults of the LTTE and the Sri
Lankan army, are in dire need of
protection. If Jaffna falls 1o the
LTTE, President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga’s relatively level-head-
ed leadership could be overcome
by hardline pressures from Sin-
halese hotheads to crack down on
Tamils living outside northern Sri
Lanka, further aggravating the eth-
nic conflict.

Global Ranking

Despite Sri Lanka’s abject tail-
ure to resolve its domestic Sin-
halese-Tamil confrontation over
the last 17 years (which was en-
couraged in the early 1980s by Indi-
ra (Gandhi’s reckless assistance to
Sri Lankan Tamil separatist
groups), Sri Lanka can by no niea-
sure be dismissed as a [ailed statc
which should be lefl to suffer its
fate, Despite its cruel internal war,
Sri Lanka remains the only South
Asian state which has becn abie to
provide its 18 million pcaple, both
Sinhalese and Tamil. with a wide
spectrum of human welfare bene-
fits. Sri Lanka’s standards of social
welfare are far ahcad of the rest of
South Asia, with the exception of
the Maldives.

Sri Lanka stands at 90 in the
global ranking of 174 countries in
last year’s UN Human Develop-
ment Index, compared to India at
132, Pakistan at 138, Nepal at 144,
Bhutan at 45 and Bangladesh at
150. Sri Lanka’s average lifc ex-
pectancy at birth is 73 years, com-
parcd to India’s 63 vears and Pak-
istan’s 64 years. Sri Lanka’s adult
literacy percentage rate is 91, while
Indija's is 54 and Pakistan’s is 41, In
the women’s empowerment index.
Sri Lanka ranks 80 while India
ranks 95 and Pakistan 101. Sri Lan-
ka must be saved by its South Asian
neighbours.

Sri Lanka’s current internal secu-
rity situation is clearly desperatc
and its government has sought ex-
ternal intervention. India alone
cannot intervene through the des-

\ By JAWID LAIQ

te remedy of sending its armed
forcks once again lo confront the
[.I'TE on the battlefield after its
bitter experience in 1987-90. India
cannot also be the sole external
participant in any forceful move to
resolve the complex ethnic conflict
in Sri Lanka. In this hazardous sce-
nario, New Delhi cannot react in an
ad hoc and impulsive manner to
the fast moving daily developments
in Sri Lanka. It must act with cool
[oresight and imagination to save
Srt Lanka from its disastrous
predicament. As any prudent and
experiences  insurance  broker
would envisage. we must seek to
spread the risk liability and widen
the medical insurance cover for the
threatened life condition faced by
Sri Lanka,

We must immediately launch a
serious initiative to rally all the
members of SAARC in 4 joint mis-
sion Lo halt the fighting for a start to
be {ollowed by negotiations to find
a pofitical solution. This can only be
done by a show of overwhelming
military force. The armed forces of
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal and
Pakistan along with our own forces
should be inducted into Sri Lanka
under the banner of a South Asia
Arbitration Force (SAAF) to
cleanse northern Sri Lanka of vio-
lence. The Maldives can also con-
lribute a couple of patrol beats
from its marine police force as a to-
ken of participation in SAAR

SAAF would be more palatable
as an intervention foree 1o Sin-
halese political groups and to the
LTTE leadcrship than a solely [ndi-
an military mission. It should be
made clear to our own Tamil DMK,
MDMEK and PMK parties that
SAAFs basic mission would be to
establish a cease-fire. SAAF would
be explicitly forbidden from partic-
ipating in any aclion to suppress
the legitimatc aspirations of Sri
Lanka’s Tamils, so leng as these as-
pirations remain within the consti-
tutional bounds of the Sri Lankan
state. SAAF's induction would pre-
clude exira-regional powers like
the United States. China and Israel
from gaining a possible military
tochold in Sri Lanka and, more sig-
nificantly, would pre-empt Pakistan
from independently establishing a
military presence on the island.

Nepalese Battalion

Pakistan is reporied to have ai-
ready dispatched a shipload of mul-
ti-barrel rocket launchers, rockets
and small arms to Sri Lanka which
is secking emergency military assis-
tance from all and sundry. Pakistani

to End Lankan Crisis

army officers to train Sri Lankan
soldiers in the use of these weapons
are likely to follow, These Pakistani
personnel will be free to carry out
their own agenda if they are left un-
supervised. Under the umbreHa of
SAAF they would have to function
under the orders of a multinational
command.

As Sri Lanka has ancient Bud-
dhist tics and very cordial relations
with Nepal. it would be diplomati-
cally appropriate for a Nepalese
general or licutenant-general to be
the overall commander of SAAF.
Many WNepalese  officers  have
served as colenels commanding
Nepalese batialions which have ap-
erated as part of UN forces in
places like Lebanon. Some of the
colonels have attained the rank of
ficutenant-general. One amang
them would be best suited to com-
mand SAAF. To assist him, the op-
erational commander could be an
Indian major-general as India
would be expected to provide the
largest component of SAAF. To
maintain the deticate balance with-
in SAAF the deputy operational
chief could be a Pakistani
brigadier.

Beyond Kashmir

During the past decade, Indian
and Pakistan units have served fair-
v amicably together under the UN
in far-flung areas of the giobe. in-
cluding Somalia, Angoia and Cam-
bodia. Bangladeshi contingents
have atso served alongside Indian
and Pakistani units under UN com-
mand. There is no reason why they
cannol cooperate in Sn Lanka
which is on their doorstep. A small
bonus for india would be that any
Pakistani brigade or battation with-
drawn from duty in its home coun-
try would mean a slight depletion
in the Pakistans foree levels on In-
dia’s borders.

A joint military operation in Sri
Lanka could be the first practical
lesson in cooperation for SAARC
which atl the moment is the wortd™s
most moribund regional organisa-
tion. NATO forces have intervened
in Bosnia and Kosovo, Russian and
CIS forces in Tajikistan and Uzbek-
istan, and West African ECOMOG
forces in Liberia and Sierra Leone.
SAAF could bring SAARC to life
and, hopefully, may even break
the logjam in Indo-Pakistan
relations if (en-
eral Musharraf’s
tactically  fertile
mind can be per-
suaded to look
bevaond his Kash-
mir absession.




/ S. Asian meet

¢, on human m*’a\

@\’development
By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DKLHI, MAY 18. A four-day con-

ference of South Asian countries
\ on 'Legacy of Mahbub-ul-Haq -
Human Development’ will begin
here on Friday. Organised by the
institute of Social Sciences, the
conference will stress the need to
defuse conflicts and tensions in
the region by creating public
opinion in favour of developmen-
tal issues.

The conference has been de-
signed o encourage intensive in-
teraction on various aspects of
human development.

“it will seek to constitute a
mechanism to monitor, report
and evaluate the human develop-
ment policies of the Sourh Asian
Governments as well as to en-
courage civil society initiatives in
setting the devefopment agenda,”
said Dr. George Matthew, director
of the Institute of Social Sciences,
at a press conference here today.

i The conference will also come

up with a ‘Dethi Declaration’ set-
ting out its objgcrive and strate-
gies.

v g May 20



~Early Saarc |‘
N summit |

W? Sunlikely U
lNleu BROAD NEWS SERVICE i

NEW DELHI, May 24. — The
Seuth Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation, which
went into hibernation after
strains i India-Pakistan rela-
tiong last year spilled aver into '
the regional grouping, is
unlikely to hold its pestponed !
summit in the near future.

“Not only the summit, but
even the ministerial and for- L
2ign secretary-level meefings
are still a long way off because
India i3 still unwilling to sit
dawn with Pakistan,” a senior
Saarc official said.

But he said the various Saarc
techrical committees which toe
had not met for some time are
to be reactivated shortly,

A technical committee deal-
ing with the social sector is to
meet iu Sri Lanka shortly and
this will be followed by meet-
ings of other technical commit-
tees dealing with issues like
health, education and human
resources development.

The official said though mxt
member countries were unhap
py when India refused to take
part in the summit scheduled
to be held in Kathmandu in
November, necessitating its
indefinite postponement, most
had since understood New
Dethi's position.

“Even after Kargil, India was
willing to take part in the sum-
miit, but after October its stand
became rigid,” the official said,
riferring to the 12 October 12
coup in Islamabad.

Senior Indian officials said
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee could not be expected
to 51t with Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, known to be the
brain behind the Kargil intry-
sion. '

Gen. Musharraf, they noted,
is seen as a “wrecker of peace”
with a deep sense of enmity
towards India.

hY
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Kashmlr issue affects region’s growth Clinton

?Lw L? By Sridhar Krishnaswami e ti

WASHINGTON, APRIL 45. The U.S. President, Mr.
Bill Clinpn, has reiterated that if the conflict
over Kashmir was resolved between India and
Pakistan, there was no limit to the potential of
South]Asia. Speaking at a fund-raising func-
tion in Atlanta — where the audience included
a number of Pakistani Americans and several
Sikhs — he said the region was being kept
back from the modern world by this ancient
tension’.

“The situation in Kashmir is inter. sting
from an American point of view for the ajlow-
ing reason. Indian Americans and Pakistani
Americans, of the 200 ethnic groups thar exist
it Americe today, rank i the top 10 in per
capita income and education.

Obviously i the difficulties over Kashmir
could be resolved, people from South Asia

would explode. There is literally no limit to the
potenrial of the life that coutd be had there,”
Mr. Clinton said at the fund-raising lncheon
organised tor the democratic member in Con-
gress, Ms. Cynthia McKinney, on Friday.

“But they are sort of kepr buck from the
madern world by this ancient tension — or at
least the tension that grew out of the founding
of the nations of India and Pakistan. [ say that
to make this point only — 1'm basicaily, you
know, a very optimistic person. And [ always
have been, and | remain so today,” he said,

The President had referred 1o his trip to
South Asia ont many occasions, especially on
the different facets of his visit to India. On
Friday he again referred to the warm reception
he received in a village in Rajasthan. ... You
may have seen the pictures on television of me
dancing with the village women and they were

r

6 AP 20

pelting me with flowers, {t's better than other
things [ could be pelted with,” he said amid
laughter.

The President soon turned to another in-
vident during his trip to {ndia — the massacre
of Sikhs in Kashmir. ""The maost hearthreaking
thing thar happened on my trip to the Indian
sth- continent is thar 35 Sikhs were murdered
in Kashmir. And I'm sure they were murdered
becanse | was there, Those people lost their
lives because 1 went to India and Pakistan,”
the Presideni said.

“and the people who don't want their tur-
moil te be eased used my trip there as a pre-
text o Thighlight the difficulties.  And
somebody, we don't know wha, killed 35 per-
fectly innocent people -— who, | might add,
had never before been targered in all the con-
flicts in Kashmir,” Mr. Clinton said.



India lukewarm to Dhaka offer

HT Correspondent \

New Delni, April 21 %W Y(\’
INDIA HAS cold-shouldered the Bangladeshi pro-
posal to hold the SAARC Summit that was due to be
held between November 26 and 28 last year at
Kathmandu.

An External Affairs spokesman said here today that
India is for continuing with the meetings of the various
SAARC techmical committees and
official-level talks but is against the
idea of having a summit at this stage.

Bangladesh, along with India and
Bhutan, had opposed the convening of the SAARC

\ Summit on the grounds that the October 12 military
coup in Pakistan had created an atmosphere of "con-

‘cern and disquiet' in the South Asian region.
Subscquently, Sri Lanka, which is presently in the
SAARC chair, announced the indefinite postpone-
ment of the summit which could have been the first
time the Indian and Pakistani Prime Ministers assem-
bled on the same forum since the Kargit war.

SAARC Summit

Sri Lanka glongq\{'lth akistan and Nepal were ini-
tially opposed to the id&a §f a postponement. But a
technicality tilted the Ajtuation in India's favour.
SAARC works by consendus that was remote with the
forum divided over the colip question. Pakistan's mili-
tary chief executive, General Parvez Musharraf, had
made it clear that he was eager to interact with his fel-
low South Asian leaders,

With Bangladesh departing from its earlier position,
Dhaka has sent out the signifi-
cant, even if familiar, message
that smaller partners in the
SAARC have had enough of the
impasse created by a stand-off between India and
Pakistan. As founder of the SAARC, it has been
Bangladesh's consistent position that the two big part-
ners should wrap up their problems and keep the sum-
mit process going, keeping in mind the economic ben-
efits that could accrue from regional co-operation.

The three-nation summit in Dhaka in January 1998
had produced visions of not just free trade, but also
better infrastructure linkages.




/

outh Asia is a distinctive

civilizational entity and,

therefore, at that level, the

logical basis for a south

Asian vegional identity. Bul
at virtually every other level, south
Asian cooperation is programmed to
salf-destruct, as most recently evi-
denced by the A.B. Vajpayec govern
ment allowing its childish quest for re-
venge to sabotage the South Asian As
sociation for Regional Cooperation
surmmit,

The ncgative India-Pakistan bilat-
eral relationship sooner or later leach-
es almost all moves for mecaningful
south Asian cooperation. And India’s
averwhelming pre-

(ﬂ\r

\/Lj
Y

the patential forytrans-south Asian re-
zional cooperation is considerably
more than the promise of intra-south
Asian or even sub-regional south Asia
caoperation.

The single most significant sphere
for re-conceiving regional coopera-
tion, in terms other than the classical-
Iy south Asian, is in the sphere which
impinges most decisively o the lives
of our people and our prospects for eco-
noniic growth-energy.

-—the Lovraj Kumar memorial lec-
ture — former petroleumn secre-
tary, Vijay Kelkar (now our executive
director at the World
Bank), delivered

I n an important speech back in 1996

dominance makes
India an uncomfort-
able partner for
many of our smalter
south Asian neigh-
bours.

That is why a
good 20 years after
Ceneral Zia-ur-Rah-
man mooted the idea
of SAARC, and all of
15 years after
SAARC as a vehicle
for regional coopera-
tion was officially
launched, SAARC
remains a paper )
pussy-cat. South Asian regional coop-
eration is mired in grandiose dreams
and trivial achievements, every sum-
mit being furned into a nightmare ob-
stacle race, no interaction botween
parliamentary or people's representa-
tives, not even a sensc of genuine re-
gional identity or shared common in-
terosts, let alone cooperation for intey-
nal or external security.

Regtonal economic cooperation is
almost non-existent, whatever cco-
nomic relations therc are being pri-
marily bitateral, not regional, in na-
ture. No wonder south Asian regional
cooperation has not penetrated public
awareness in any of the six SAARC
member states.

3 there a way out? Yes, perhaps, if
we were to recognize that India and
her neighbours do not belong to
south Asia alone; most south Asian
states, arguably all of them, belong to
gseveral other regions too. Moreaver,

& Regional economic
cooperation is almost
non-existent, what-
ever ecanomic rela-
tions there are being
primarily bilateral. No
wonder SAARC has
not penetrated public
awareness )

himself of an apho-
rism which should
be written in letiery
of gold above Ragc
Course Road, she
‘prime minjsterss res-
idence. He sgid nai-
ural gas wodld be to

the century

what pejfoleum had

been tofhe 20th.
worlid's

angladesh. All the other

posit i
underground natural gas lakes arc
north and west of the Hindukush, in

central Asia (specifieally, Turk-
menistan) and in an arc through the
Persian Gulf region from ran to Qatar
and Oman.

Yet, hoth central Asia and the Per-

_ sian Gulf have become virtually no-go

areas for us owing to the constricted
vigion of India’s foreigu policy. Turk-
menistan gas can be acecessed mly
through Afghanistan and Pakistan.
We have no relations at all with the for-
mer and the worst possible relations
with the latter.

And we are yvet to come to diplomat-
ic terms with the fact that Iranian or
Persian Gulf gas can be accessed onty
via a pipeline through Pakistan. Alas.
our Pakistan paranoia etfectively seals
that off. So with electricity. The only
surplus available for the power-
starved north of India is from Pak-

| IS SAAR’(E/{he answ

MANI SHANKAR AIYAR

Wind in new sails

istan. Procrastination let that opporta-
nity start slipping on economic
grounds: politics has given it the qui-
etus,

Natural gas from central and west
Asta is, however, of hardly any import
to the east or northeast of the country.

There, the great white hope is the
hydro-electric potential of one of the
most water-rich regions of the world.
That potential can be harnessed
only by bringing in China, since the
Brahmaputra rises as the Tesang-po in
Tibet and flows a thousand kilometres

T

THE TELEGRAPE

er?

through China before tarning south
through Arunachal Pradesh te arrive
in Assam as the Brahmaputra,

Further downstream, the Brahma-
putra becomes linked to the basins of
the Barak (Meghna) and the Ganga,
the Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna
basins (including the crucial Teesta
tributary) being shared by ne less than
five countries — Bangladesh, Bhutan,
China, India and Nepal {to nanic them
in alphabetical order).

Viewed in the larger cconomic per-
spective, it would also be necessary to
incorporate Myanmar in promoting
eooperative development in the re-
gion, the opening of the World War 11
“Burma Road” to
south China being

cal entities, has any prospect of trans-
lating into meaningtul cooperation.

or coastal Bangladesh and east-
F ern coastal India, stretching
through the Sunderbans of West
Bengal to Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and -
Tamil Nadu, as also the Andaman and
Nicobar islands, and further south to
ramil-majority Jaffna and the east
coast of Sri Lanka, SAARC is remote to
the point of irrelevancy. But a Bay of
Bengal community would link this
long siretch — among the poorest re-
gions of south Asia — with the fast-
growing ASEAN eastern littoral states
of Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore and
: the western islands
of the Indonesian

an indispensable ele-
ment in creating a
hexagon of growth,

& Vajpayee and
Jaswant Singh are so

archipelago, notably
Sumatra. Inexplica-
bly, a Bay of Bengal

with Calcutta, Chit- i community has

E?gong, Al}ayab and Obgessed with aveng- never teen even en-
angon {Rangoon) . visaged.

as the principal ng themselves on For western

%ﬂrts. tg this };;vere Pakistan that they coastal India — Gu-

done, the northeast . jarat to Kerala-—and

of India, at present cannot dlsplay the down to Sri Lanka

the poorest and nost
backward corner of
the country, would
pertorm its own lit-
tle “Asian miracle”,

“thus also building

the vital economic and geographical
link to the Association for South East
Asian Nations.

et, India is so wary of bringing

even Bhutan and Nepal into

water-sharing, water-augmen-
tation and water-resouree develop-
ment arrangemeonts with Bangladesh
that the mere mention of China is like-
1y to kill any further consideration of
the issue. It wonld bede us well to re-
member that the European Coal and
Steel Community, precursor to the Eu-
ropean Union, would not have kicked
off were it not for the joint presence of
France and Germany as the giant
cguntervailing powers within this
commmunity of unequals.

So alsg, it is net until China is
brought in as a counteyvailing power
to the disproportionate size and influ-
ence of india that regional coeperation
in southern Asid, involving as it does
80 many unegual but sovereign politi-

imagination required
to pursue regional
cooperation?

and the Maldives, it
is the Indian Qcean
Rim that holds the
highest premise of
regional  coopera-
tion. But here too we
are so busy keeping Pakistan out that
the TOR community is being killed in
the wommb,

We are thus stuck with a region —
south Asia — which is riddled with dis-
pute and holds little potential for com-
plementarities, while not even looking
at the scope for trans-south Asian re-
gional cooperation that hus an cco-
nomic — as distinet from a purely civi-
lizational — character. Worse, Vajpay-
ee and Jaswant Singh are so absessed
with avenging themselves on Pakistan
that they can hardly be expected to dis-
play the imagination or vision re-
aquired to pursue these alternative
courses of regional cooperation.

ut perhaps while we wait for th

breaking of a less mottled daw

(the phrase is not mine but F
Ahmed Faiz's), we can start thinki
of ways in which eooperation, not e
frontation, becomes the leitmoti
our foreign policy.
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Clinton to don mantle of peace
messiah on South Asia tour’.

By Ramesh Chandran
The Times of indis News Service

WASHINGTON: President Bilt Clinton is headed for
South Asia as a messiab of peace to spread the “mes-
sage of vestraint and dislogue™. the ULS. administra-
tion has tevealed. Shouldering a responsibility ta
hath his country and the world, he wants to do his bit
to prevent a flare-up in the subcontiment since ten-
sions between India and Pakistan have reached a
flashpeint. Indeed. in his opinion the situation is moTe
grim than it was in 1971 when the twoe countries weat
10 war which led to the dismnemberment of Pakistan
and the birth of Bangladesh.

The President’s decision (o make a stopover in
Istamabad hasn't heen an casy one. It apparently
came after weeks of fietce debate within the admin-
istration. between terrorisim specialists who believed
My Clinton would be at risk. and those who felt it was
politically imperative to engage Pakistan's nulitary
rulers.

The fact thar Mr Charen will not mediate on
Kashmir — much as slanabad’s mifitary brass may
Want it — was repeatedic sivessed by White House
and state department spokespersons. Both dismissed
the notion that the stopover would confer legitimacy

on Gen Musharaff's regime.

But wouldn't Mr Clnton's [slamabad stopover
have an adverse reaction in India? State department
spokesman James Rubin had an answer to that. The
U5, has the ability to play a role in the region. ke it
did tast summer at the height of the Kargit crisis, “This
was welcomed by the Indian governmem which saw
it in their interest to have the kind of communication
between the 115 and the leader in Pakistan,” he said.

Singe administration officials kept repeating that
Pakistan was a “friend”, Mr Rubin was asked i such
a friendship was not 2 Cold War phenomenon and
whether he could cite any recent acts of Pakistan
which could be interpreted as “friendlv” to the
Linited States.

Though Mr Rubin singled out cooperation in
counter-terorisi and counter-narcotics hetween the
two countries, ke reiterated the theme of keeping the
“channels of communication” open with Pakistan,
something which may prove invaluable during any
future Kargl

However, administration sources concede private-
jyv there has been virtually rero progross on the three
issues Washington had put up w kslamabad -— a
timetabie for the restoration of civilian rule. progress
on non-profiferation issues, and terrorism.
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Clinton’ss /Sllt to Dhaka r&l}l
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DHAXA: The issue of defence co-
operation between Dhaka and
Washington will figure during US.
President Bill Clinton’s visit to
Bangladesh on March 20, a news;
paper reported on Monday. 1A
The report on Humanitarial
Assistance Need Assessment an
the Status of Forces Agreemen
will also be discussed, leading
English daily Daily Star reported
on Moaonday, quoting reliable
sources. Taiks between Mr Clinton
and prime minister Sheikh Hasina
will also focus on training pro-
grammes for the Bangladesh mili-
tary and joint military exercises
between the two countries, the
daily said quoting the sources.
The ULS side is expected to insist
Banpladesh purchase more mii-
tary hardware from Washington,

There has been cons;derabia COn
cern over Dhaka's earlier rejectio
of 8OFA and purchase of milita
equipment from Russia and China.
There bas also been considerable
increase i equipment purchase

* from India in recent tumes, the

sources were quoted as saying,
Bangladesh had earber in July
1988 communicated to the US
that it did not want to sign SOFA
with the U8 government. This
provision will allow movement of
American military personnel in
emergencies on the Bangladesh
soil without travel documents. The
LS, defence department had also
undertaken an assessment study
for preparing a five-year plan for
providing possible humanitarian
and disaster assistance to
Bangladesh in times of need. ;i
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‘Osama threat

on Bangla t

FROM BOB DROGIN \E“g

Washington, March 23: Several
terrovist groups have directed
threats at President Clinton in
contection with his weelt-long
visit to South Asia, including an
assassination plot directly linked
to accused terrorist Jeader Osama
Bin Laden. officials here said
Wednesday.

On Monday, the Secret Seyvice
abruptly  cancelied Clinton's
scheduled trip to Joypura, a vil-
lage in rural Bangladesh, after In-
tethigence indicated that Islamic
zealois were planning to fire a
shoulder-launched missile at the
President's helicopter, officials
said, Several hundred villagers
instead werebussed to the US Em-
hassy in Dhaka, the capital, to
meet with Clinton,

“We were watching this for
several weeks,” said a senior ad-
minisiration official who declined
io be identified. “Then we picked
up something specific last week-
end. and the Secret Service said,
“That's it.” They were already
sweating”

The Joypura threat highlights
the potential danger Clinton faces
as he travels this week in a region
that is home (o some of the world's
most aclive and dangerous terror-
ist groups. Several havbour dis-
tinct grodges against the Presi-
dent, according to US officials.

“Clearly there are higher secu-
rity concerns on this trip,” the ad-
ministration official acknowl-
edged. “No guestion about it.”

'\M

"

The Bang\adth episode also
marks another worrisome round
in America’s grim cal-and-maouse
game with Bin Laden. the Saudi
fugitive who faces US charges for
aliegedly masterminding the 1998
bombings of US embassies in
Kenva and Tanzania that Killed
224 people. I was at least the seo-
ond plot by Bin Laden to assassi-
nate Clinton. US officials satd.

[twas nof immediately olearif
the plot in Bangladash was
hatehed by Harkat Jihad. an ex-
remist  group financed by Bin
Laden. The group {irst drow atten-
tion in Janvary, when three ynem-
bers allegedly tried {o kill a jead-
ing Bangladeshi poet becanse of
his beral hetiefe, Atr least 1§
Harkat members were arrosterd
or detained in the attack.

US officials eaid Bin Laden
supports  other  groups  in
Bangtadesh. Thev trace the con-
nection 1o the 19805, when many
Bangladeshis joined him i the
struggle to oust the Soviet mili-
tary from Afchanizian. The link
between many of today’s terrar
ists, especially those allegpdhy ba-
cked by Bin Laden. is the extrem-
st ideclogy and veligious belicfs
forged during the Afghan war.

Whiie House aides decliner 1o
disenss security practioss “We're
atways queasy when it canes to
talking about that.” satd one na-
tionat security aide in Clinton's
entourage.
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