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_Estrada in

a SPOt over

false hame
A6\ (7{,;,\?"&\#

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

MANILA) Dec. 24, —~ The
Philippinel President, Mr
doseph Estrada, had o face
- mounting pressure today to
explain the devastating alle-
gations that he had used a
false name on a bank account
allegedly built up from crim-
inal activities.

Prosecutor, Mr Joker Arrove,
said the “burden of pract” had
now shifted to Mr Estrada's
camyp at the leader’s eorruption
trial m the country's Senate,
whose members will decide if the

. President is still fit to govern.

He said the evidence of Mr
Estrada possessing wealth far
beyond his professed means,
leff him needing to explam
how 1t was acguired, increa-
sing the likelthood that the
leader will have to take the
witness stand at the trial.

Members of the defence panel
were nat available for com-
ment when contacted by AFP.

The bombshell for Mr Estrada
had come on Friday when a
senior bank official testified that
she had personally seen the Pre-
sident repeatedly sign documents
relating tn a 500 million peso ($
10 miflion) trust account using
the alias Jose Velarde.
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" It’s a trial for the nation

. T 15 not often that the trial of
a President is beamed into
the hemes of ordinary ¢iti-
zens. In the case of the Phi-

lippintes, every development in

the impeachment trial of the

President, Mr. Joseph Estrada, is

being closely watched and dis-

cussed by millions.

As the Senate sits as a trial courr
to try a clutch of charges
against the President, it is
clear that till a verdict be-
comes available, politics
it the country will contin-
e fo be dominated by
news of the wial. Almost
every day, there is some-
thing new  to report,
sumething new to com-
ment about for the Philip-
pines press. 5o far, as
witnesses come and pre-
sent their case, it is not
clear which way the 21-
member Senate will vote
— for or against the Presi-
dent.

A key picce of evidence
on which the prosecution
was relving seems to have
come a cropper. A cheque

repartedly signed by *Jose
Vathalla” or “Jose Vel
larde”, #  had been
claimed, was similar ta

the signature of the Presi-
dent. However, when afrer
days of wrangling, docu-
ments {rom the Equitahle
PCl Bank were opened,
the contents did not hold
out much for the prosecu-
tion. The specimen signa-
tures for the account bore
no resemblance either to
" that of the President or to
the writing on the cheque.
After the decuments be-
came available for scruti-
ny, prosecutors alleged
that account information
appearcd to have been
tampered with. The en-
tries in the documents,
said Mr. Romeo Capu-
Iong, onc of the prosecu-
tors, ‘“appear to be
recently  written”  and
contained “erasures”.
The presiding officer in
the Senate trial, the Chief
Justice of the Philippines,
My, Hilario Davide, said it
was unfair for prosecutors
to make evaluations or
pronouncements outside
the Sendte court that could cast
daubys on the integrity of the Sen-
ate tral, For their part, defence
lawyers have said the bank docu-
ments would have no effect on
their case. The documents only
proved that the account in ques-
tion did not belong to the Presi-
dent.

Anathier issuc that has rocked

o
¥
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he impact of the Istrada trial

oM on the Philippines’ economy has

“WN been severe, writes AMIT BARUAH.

Business confidence is low and the
peso has fallen sharply.

o
A\

Mr. Joseph Estrada... discredited.

the trial is the charge that the Es-
trada Government is responsible
for the tapping of tetephones of
Senator-judges, leaving out a se-
lect few whose pro-President pos-
ture was not in doubt.

Even as the drama continues
inside the Senate court, the Op-
position is not letting up in its
protests and demands that

“Erap” as Mr. Estrada is known,
must “go”.

At a recent public funciion, the
former President, Ms. Corazon
Aguino, dared Mr. Estrada w take
the witness stand in the case. "'If
the President has nothing to hide,
then he has nothing to fear.

if he has nothing to fear, then
why should he think twice about

taking the stand in his own behalf !

and giving the people his own
version of evenis?"

Mr,
quick.
Ms.,
i

Estrada’s rejoinder was
e President stated that
uino had no business dar-
him to rake the witness stand
since she was not his lawyer.
“How many times do ! have to tell
vou that I am ready to face (trial)

; anytime,” the President
was quoted asking re-
porters. "1 it were up (o
me, 1 am ready to appear
anytime.” Pressed for a
comment on the Senate
proceedings, Mr. Estrada
said he had decided to
keep silent about the is-
sues in the trial. "Let's
just wait for the results,
especially the verdict in
the case,”

While the Estrada trial
runs its coursc {the Sen-
ator judges will now take
a Christinas break), the
impact on the country
has been severe. Busi-
ness confidence s low;
top businessinen have
taken the lead in calling
for the President's resig-
nation.

The peso value to the
dollar has fallen sharply
since  October;  foreign
interest in the Philip-
pines cconomy appears
restricted to monitoring
the “news' from the
trial.

The Catholic Church, a
leading institution in the
country, has  openly
called for the President
to resign — something it
has  been  demanding
much in advance of the
Senate trial getting un-
derway.

[mportantly, the pro-
tests in the country have
not gotten out of hand.
The powerful military,
which staged several
coup atiempts during the
presidency of Ms, Cora-
zon Aquino, back in the
late 1980s, has heen sit-
ting and watching.

There have been state-

menis  and  counter-
statemenis  for  and
against the President,

but these have mercifully
been confined to newspapers and
teievision chanmnels. :
According to available informa-
tion, the Lstrada trial is likely to
continue through January and
may even go inta February,
Given such a prospect, Filipi-
nos are expected to be glued ro
their televisions or radio sets —

watching and hearing the unfold-

ing dramna.

THE HINDU
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/.y /ON THE MAT "+
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o\ Estrada faces impeachment

X-MOMIE star and current President of the Philippines, °
Joseph Estrada is adept at playing roles where despite
being thrashed by opponents he picks himself up and
eventually triumphs, but it remains to be seen whether he
can replicate the feat in real life. He is now on trial in the
Senate, having been impeached in the lower House of
Representatives on a number of counts including having
accepted $ 9 million from illegal gambling syndicates,
triggering the gravest political crisis the Philippines has
faced since the toppling of Marcos. Two leading lights of that
revolution are lined up against him, with both former
president Corazon Aquino as well as Cardinal Jaime Sin,
leader of the powerful Roman Catholie Church, calling for his
resignation. Pelitical opinion in the country is polarised, with
the media and the business elite against him, but the poor
still largely in his favour. Although Estrada has accumulated
considerable wealth and leads a lavish lifestyle, he retains his
appeal among ordinary Filipinos, who find his middle class
origins, populist politics and movie star image more
conducive than some former presidents like Ramos and
Aquino, drawn from the patrician, landowning classes.
© A recent poll found that 44 per cent of Filipinos are against
his resignation, against 29 per cent in favour, but that could
change if new evidence emerges against him at the trial
which is as much a political as a judicial process: 16 out of 22
senators have to voie against him for impeachment, and
senators in turnh are subject to a national poll and have to
refleet public opinion. Estrada is known to be a flamhoyant
wemaniser and the trial might display certain piquant
similarities with Bill Clinton’s impeachment ordeal as it
proceeds, except that, as a congressman is reported to have
said, there are at least “six Monicas” in this case. With Luis
Singson, the governor of a province who admits to having
collected and passed on gambling money, willing to testify
against Estrada, the dice appear to be loaded against him.
. The good part, however, is that the issue will be settled by :
. constitutional methods, with the military having no role. This
" has few precedents in Filipino history. ‘

THE STATESMAN
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Prosecution d

REUTERS Q}/ p
wanica oecr 97 T

HE Plilippine prosceu-

I tion dropped a homb-
sheil ot President Joseph
Eitrada’s impeachment irial on
Thursday, producing a cheque
for some $3 million as alleged
proof that he had amassed

wealth in office. '\ at the start of the his-
Prosecutaor Joker Arroyo  toric trisl, another of
showed the Senate jmpeach- the prosecutors ac-
ment court a copy of a cheqile  cused Estrada bf run-
for 146 miilion pesos which hg  ning a criminal syndi-
said was signed by Estrada, aly cate from  his .
beit in a false name. As tens 0] presidential palace. likeped Estrada to
thousands of protesters de- “The prosecutors 1 Juhus Caesar and de-
manding Estrada’s resignation  will expose the existence of a  cried the “lies and innuendo”

from the highest of-
fice of the land,”
prosccutor  Sergio
Apostol  fold  a
hushed court.

The defence

. marched on the Senate building  criminal  syndicate directed  which had led many to rush to

NOIAN EXPRESS
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judgment. Estrada is threat-
ened with removal from office
on charges of bribery, cotup-
tion, betrayal of public trust and
culpable violation of the conati-
tution. He has denied all the
charges and has said he will be
vindicated af trial. Prosecutor
Arrgyo suggested the cheque
was used to purchase a mansion

ops a $3mnfombshell as Estrada’s trial

for one of Estrada’s mistresses:

The cheque, Arroyo said,
was made out to Jose Luis Yulo,
a friend of Estrada, who in turn
nsed part of the funds to finance
purchases made by a company
called St Peter’s Holdings, of
which he was the owner.

The company bought a 86-
million peso mansion in Manila

begins

which newspapers have said is
occupied by former starlet
Laarni Enriquez, who Esirada
has acknowledged 1s the mother
of three of his children.

The reports have called the
mansion “Boracay” hecause it
has a Jarge swimming pool with -
artificial waves and surrounding
white sands,
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“Senate ‘N0’ on move ,
 to quash Estrada trial

By Amit Baruah \’\0 ‘(l?

SINGAPORE, NOV. 28. The Philippine
Senate, sitting as a tribunal, today
rejected a motion to dismiss the
impeachment proceedings
against the President, Mr. [oscph
Estrada, on corruption charges.
The presiding officer, the Su-
preme Court Chief Justice, Mr,
Hilario Davide Ir., announced the
decision to dismiss the motion on
“lack of merit”. The
impeachment tribunal, [ollowing
the rejection of the motion, ad-

. journed its sitting to meet again

on Dec. 7 when the formal trial
against Mr. bstrada will get under
way.

Some reports from Manila sug-
gest that the Estrada defence
team might now move the coun-
try's Supreme Court in a hid to
put a legal spoke in the wheel to
delay the commencement of the
trial.

In another development today.
the Science Soeerctary, Mr. Fil-
emoan Uriarte [r., announced his
decision to resign from the Cabi-
net, but said it did not have any-
thing to do with the current crisis
in the country.

A spokesinan for Mr. Uriarte Jr.
was quoted as saving in Manila
that the Science Secretary wanted
to return o the private scctor.

In turn, the President stated
thit he had requested the Science
Secretary to stay on for some
months and take feave of absence
if necessary.

It may be recalled that the Vice-

President, Ms, Gloria Macapagat-™

Arrovo, had resigned fropr” the
Cabinet after the sensagidnal alle-
gations thar Mr. Estragda accepted

U

‘é& §§
iR

The Phlllppmes President, Mr.
Joseph Estrada, speaks on his
mobile phone during a handing-
over ceremony of low cost
houses in Trece Martirez, south
of Manila, on Tuesday. — AP

over $ 8 millions in illegal [ottery
proceeds.

The pressure on Mr. Estrada
continues to be unrelenting as his
trial beyins on Dec. 7. A wide coa-
litian of forces — from the coun-
try's left-wing to big business to
the influential Catholic Chureh —
are ranged against Mr. Estrada.

Even it Mr. Bstrada manages
the cight votes in his favour in the
22-member  Senate during the
trial, the pubdic outrage against
this one-time  film actor may
prove difficult to handle. '

Days hefore the trial gets under
way, d serics of rallies and dem-
onstrations is planned in Manila
in a continuing effort to put pres-
sure on Mr. Estrada to resign. .

So far, he has given no indica- -
tion that he is prepared to resign
and has described the corruption
charges against him as false,

THE HINDL
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~Senate gives Estrada time to

By Amit Baruah £7

SINGAPORE, NOV. 20. The Philippinﬁ}\'

President, Mr. Joseph Estrada,
was given 10 days to reply to
charges of corruption, bribery,
betrayal of public trust and cul-
pable violation of the Comnstitu-
tion, as the Senate began the
formal trial against him today.

The Senate, whose 22 members
took oath as judges acting in a tri-
bunal, now has the Supreme
Court Chief Justice presiding over
the Upper House as a non-voting
member. The Upper House said
the President must “answer the
impeachment charges within a
non-extendable peried of 10
days”, Day-to-day hearings in the
trial are 1 begin in the first week
of December. Earlier, the Lower
House of Representatives had
“impeached’” Mr. Estrada on the
same charges and sent the case
against him to the Senate for trial.
A Senate verdict is final and can-
not be appealed.

A Senator and senior member
of the beleaguered President’s
party quit the group today hours
before the Senate trial got under-

[ XU}

The Phliippine Senate Presldent, Mr. Aquilino Pimenitel jr. {left),

and the Supreme Court Chief Justice, Mr. Hilarlo Davide (right),
browse through articles of Impeachment helng read by the Senate
Secretary, My, Lutgardo Barbo, at the formal start of the
Impeachment trla)l agalnst the embattied Phllippine Presldent, Mr.
Jaseph Estrada, In Manila on Monday. — AP

way. Mr. Francisco Tatad, Senate
majority leader, announced his
“neutrality” in the forthcoming
trial — stressing that he had not
joined hands with anti-Estrada
forces. The President, meanwhile,

THE HINDU

said he was ready to accept the
verdict from the Senate, which
will act as the court of impeach-
ment. “1 will accept whatever is
the verdict of the Senate...noho-
dy's above the Constitution. No-

2 1 NDY 20

ansWer charges

body's above the law,” Mr
Estrada was quoted. as telling re-
porters in Manila. “I leave my fate
to God and te the judgment of the
Senate,” the President said.

Al a time when the Oppaosition
needs 15 votes 1o convict Mr. Es-
trada, the announcement of neu-
trality by Mr. Tatad will definitely
come as a hlow to the President.
With Mr. Tatad's announcement,
the Oppasition could muster the
magical number of 15, the twn-
thirds strength required in the 22-
member Upper House 10 ensure
the exit of Mr. Estrada from office.
“Twill vote to convict if the prose-
cutors succeed in proving their
case. 1 will vote to acquit if they
fail to do so. Until that happens, [
will not know what my vote will
be,” Mr. Tatad said in a state-
ment,

Mr. Estrada’s troubles have
mounted after Mr. Luis Singson, a
provincial Governor, alleged that
he had personally handed over $8
milltont in bribes to the President

from illegal “justeng’ (lottery) ‘
proceeds. /Ll



Estragla loses ally
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& MANILA, Nov.
20. The
j Philippine
Senate
launched the
impeachment
' trial  of the
H President, Mr
Joseph Estrada,
on corruption
charges today hours after a key
ally deserted him.

With the defection of Senator
Mr Francisco Tatad from
government ranks, the trial
promises to be a cliffhanger
with no clear indication on
whether Mr Estrada will be
convicted or acquitted.

Mr Estrada has been under
tremendous pressure to resign
since a provincial governor said
in Qectober that he had handed
the President millions of pesos

’3

\\
REUTERS

Mr Estrada

from illegal gambling
syndicates.
The governor, Mr Luis

Singson, said Mr Estrada had
also diverted funds from excise
taxes to his personal use.
Prosecutors meanwhile have
gaid mistresses of Mr Estrada,
a self-confessed wemaniser,
will bhe summoned to iestify

ial begins N

who has funded the luxury
houses they are living in.

In an historic session marking
the first impeachment trial of
an Asian leader, Senate
members put on black robes
and formally  converted
themselves into a tribunal to
judge the former movie star.

The trial proper, when
prosecutors start presenting
evidence, is to begin in early
December. Mr Estrada has said
he is innocent of corruption
charges and has vowed to clear
his name.

“I will accept whatever is the

verdict of the Senate,” Mr
Estrada told reporters.
“Nobody's ahove the

constitution, Nobody's abave
the law. I leave my fate to God
and to the judgment of the
Senate.”

Earlier, Mr Tatad announced
his defection from Mr Estrada’s
coalition, but stressed he was
not joining the Opposition.

A two-thirds vote of the 22-
member Senate - or at least 15
- is required to convict and
remove Mr Estrada from office.

Mr Tatad is the seventh
member of the President’s
coalition to defect since the bri-
bery scandal broke last month.

AN
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If he does manage
cling on to power, Mr.
Estrada will bnly
prolong the chaos in
the Philippines, writes
AMIT BARUAH.

HE PHILIPPINES Presi-

dent, Mr. Joseph Estrada,

is on trial. Literally. After

being impeached by the
House of Representatives ol No-
vember 13, Mr, Estrada’s fate
hangs in the balance as the Sen-
ate begins his trial. As the end-
game played itself out in Parlia-
ment, protests mounted in the
streets. A united Opposition,
from left wing groups to business
organisations, was unrelenting in
its demands for the President’s
resignation. Mr. Estrada too has
taken to the streets — even get-
ting the former first lady, Ms.
Imelda Marcos, to speak up for
him at a pubflic rally.

There remained, for the Oppo-
sition, the fear that the 63-vear-
old Mr. Estrada may just manage
1o defeat the trial in the Senate. A
two- thirds vote is required in the
22-member Senate to ensure the
exit of Mr. Estrada. In the lower
House of Representatives aver 40
legislators, including the Speaker,
Mr. Mantuel Villar, had defected.

Earlier in the week, the Vice-
President, Ms. Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo, daughter of a former Phi-
lippine President, said recent
protest rallies clearly indicated
that people had lost faith in the
Head of State. Ms. Arroyo, who
will step into the shoes of Mr. Ls-
trada in case he resigns or is
forced out of office by the Senate,
told reporters in Manila: “He (Mr.
Estrada) will remain in office
tainted, ridiculed, distrusted and
protested against. He will no
longer be able to govern with any
degree of effectiveness.”

“For the sake of the people and
the economy, the earlier he re-
signs the better,” she said, adding
that the economy already ailing
from the onslaughr against Mr.
Estrada, “'will go into a tailspin, &
deep recession.”

The Opposition  campaign
snowballed into a major move-
ment after Mr. Luis Singson, a
provincial Governor and one-
time close friend of Mr, Estrada,
alleged that he personally paid
over 58 million in jueteng (an ille-
gal lotrery) bribes to Mr. Estrada.
The powetful Catholic church
and the popular former Presi-
dent, Ms. Corazon Aguino, joined
the carnpaign against Mr. Estra-
da, reminiscent of the “People
Power” movement which led to
the ouster of Ferdinand Marcos

Philippines’ Vice-President, Ms. Gloria

Macapagal-Arroyo, proclaims her solidarity at an oust-Estrada

rally. (Beiow) The President, Mr. Joseph Estrada... untenable position.

in 1986, Ms, Aquino’s involve-
ment lent considerable credibil-
ity to the campaign since she is
officially out of power politics.
and is looked upon as a pro-de-
maocracy icon in the country.

For Mr, Estrada, corruption al-
legations have dogged him ever
since he became President two
years ago. The official list of
charges mentioned in the im-
peachment moetion approved by
the House of Representatives
shows that the allegations are
wide and varied. According to the
House motion, Mr. Estrada re-
ceived 10 million pesos (US
$208,300) & month as bribe muan-
ey from the hosses of jueteng ille-
gal gambling operation
channelled through his friend,
provincial Governor Luis Sing-
son, from November 1998 10 Au-
gust 2000.7

The President, who is known to
have a string of mistresses and

several illegitimate children (Mr.
Estrada has ncver hidden this
side of his life from the Filipine
peoplel, was also accused of
“having unexplained weaith and
thereby committing perjan be-
cause records show that he and
his wife and mistresses and their
children have interests in compa-
nies outside of the rthree firms
listed in his statement of assets
and liabilities”,

The impeachment  motion,
which was approved by over one-
third of the strength of the lower
House, claimed that the Presi-
dent had betrayed the public
trust by “intervening in the Secu-
rities and Exchange Cominission
probe mto alleged stock manip-
ulation of gaming firm BW Re-
sources Corp on behalf ol a
Presidenrtial crony’.

The public trust had also heen
betrayed by Mr. Estrada “violar-
ing his own official pronounce-
metits  during  his  inaugural
speech when he declared that he
would not favour any relatives,
pals or friends in the running of
his Govermment.” My, Lstrada,
the impeachmem motion added,
committed culpable violation of
the Constitution, by “ordering
the Commissioner of Customs to
tirn over 52 luxury venjcles im-
pounded from smugglers to the
Presidential palace for distribu-
fien 1o Cabinet members and

other senior officials’” and “ap-~

pointing certain members of the

Cabinet, their deputies ar assist-

ants to another office or ernploy-
ment".

For his part, Mr. Estrada has
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stated that he will not resign and
wants a guick trial in the Senate.
While there is little dowbt thal the
President cannot he forced tn
step down, he certainly appears
imabice o contaie the talloat ol
the Singsan allegations. The Pres-
ident did not help Lis case when
he said that some of the money,
apparently  coming  frem M
Singson, was deposited in the ac-
count of a charity and had not
becn touched by hing,

However, as the senate pre-
pares to frame rules [or the trial,
Mr. Estrada’s fate will be decided
more by political lovalties than
the evidence against him. I s still
not clear which way the Senati
vote will go. In case Mr. Estrada
dees manage to hold on to pow-
er, he can only frustrate the Op-
position. which is anxious to see
him go. I the President is voted
ont by the Senate, then M. Ar-
rove will take over.

in a larger sense, the Philip-
pines, which was siruggling o
put the cconomic crisis of 1997
98 behined it, has been hit hard by
the  gambling  scandal  which
threatens o consume Mr. Estra-
da's Presidency.

The inffuental business com-
mumnity we is now ranged dgainsg
Mr. Estrada. The final noves in
the end-game are being made i
the Philippines. lts outcome, of
course, will depend on how the
Semate votes. If he does manage
to ching an to power, Mr. Estrada
will oply pralong the chaos in the
Philiprines and fuel further strect -

privtestshy he (Jppositian/'



/ Estrada ready to fae_; trial

MANILA, NOV. 17. In his most clear-
cut denial to date, the Philippine
President, Mr. Joseph Estrada,
swore today that he did not re-
ceive payoffs from illegal gam-
bling and said he was prepared
for a Senate impeachment trial.

1 repeat to all of you, 1 have not
received a single cent from any
kind of illegal gambling,’” he told
troops at a military medical cen-
ter where he visited wounded sol-
diers,

“As your commander in chief,
that is what 1 splemnly swear. My
conscience is clear. | am not hid-
ing anything from our soldiers
and our countrymet,” he said.

On Monday, the House of Rep-
rescutatives forwarded articles of
impeachment against Mr. Estrada
to the Senate for a trial.

The Senate plans to issue a
summons to the President next
Moenday instructing him to an-
swer the allegations in 10 days,
and expects to begin the trial early
next month.

Mr. Estrada i

being accused in
the impeachpfent trial - the first
in the coyrtry’s history — of hav-
ing acgdpted millions of dollars

E

A Filipino man and a woman, representing the United States and
the Philippines, mock-fight with their flags during a demonstration
demanding that the L.S. stay out of Philippine presidential
politics, in front of the U.S. embassy in Manila on Friday. — AP

from illegal gambling operators
and tobacco taxes, and of other
misdeeds.

“I am prepared for the im-
peachment process in our Sen-
ate,” Mr. Estrada told the soldiers.
“And 1 believe that in the end the

truth will prevail.” Mr. Estrada
did not refer directly to tobacco
taxes.

The allegations have plunged
the country into its worst political
crisis in at least a decade and bad- |
ly hurt financial markets. — AP
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PHILIPPINES / PRESIDENT MAKES COUNTER-CHARGE

/:/-/ Min S
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Estrada bracing for Senate trial

by Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, NOV. 13. The Philippine Presideni,

Mr. Joseph Esirada, who was impeached by

the House of Representatives in Manila mdav
will have to face a tria} by the Senate.

The Speaker of the House of Represenia-
tives, Mr. Manuel Villar, ordered the House
Secretary-General to “iransmit to the Senate”
the articles of impeachment, He said the im-
peachment motion had received the mini-
mum 73 votes in the 218- member House as
required to begin the Senate 1rial.

In the next stage of the process, which coutd
result in the President’s removal from office,
the Senate, which is the upper House, will
hear charges against Mr. Fstrada and decide
whether he is guilty of corruption. A Two-

- thirds majerity, at least 15 Senatars in a House
of 22, will be required to oust the one-time
film actor from office. Following the recent

U et s~

defection of aver 40 ruling party legislators,
including the Speaker, the result of the fm-
peachment process in the lower House was a
foregone conclusion. Today's proceedings
took just eight minutes.

Mr. Estrada, however, has resisted all pres-
sure being exerted by the Opposition and the
Catholic Church w guit office after a provin-
cial Governor accused him of saking over § 8
millions in legal gambling proceeds.

In a bizarre defence, the President has
claimed that § 4 millions was forced an him by
Mr. Luis Singson the Governor and one-time
friend, and went into a charity account and
had not been touched by kim.

“1 have told the Iower House, especially my
partymates, to speed up the process of im-
peachment and bring it 1o the Senhate so I can
face the trial and end the whole thing,” Mr.

L e

oo
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Estrada was guoted as saving, adding his con-
science was clear,

“Twill prove wrong those who have put their
personal and political interests above the in-
terests of our country by demanding my oust-
er.,” Mr, Estrada said. His six-year term as
President afficizlly ends only in 2004

Such a statement for expediting the im-
peachnent process in the Senate can only in-

dicate that Mr. Estrada is confident of the '
support of thase loyatl 1o him in the 22-mem-

ber upper House.

There have been a couple of defections ta

the Opposition, including thar of the Senate

President {a new one was elected today), but -
Mr. Estrada appears confident of the numbers !

for the moment.
If he is indeed eonfidemt of the majority,

then the President may weil like 16 have a .

quick rrial in the Senate and “'end” the contro-

versy once axd for all. Such a move, howe;:?f

is not certain. As far as the impeachment
tion approved by the House of Representa-

tives is concerned, it contalns a large number

of corruption charges.

1
'

|
)

{
!
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Mr. Estrada is accused of accepting 10 mil-

fion pasos (5 2,08,700 2 manth) as bribe fram
the “jueteng” or illegal gambling aperation
controfied by Mr. Luis Singson From Novem-
ber 1998 10 August 2000

The President is alsg accused of having un-
explained wealth and thereby committing
perjury becavse records show thar he and his
wife and mistress and their children have in-
erests in companies outside their three firms
listed 10 his statermeni of assets and liabiti-
ligs.”

According to the impeachment motion, Mr.
Estrada allegedlv participated in real estate

business thraugh a family- controlled corpo-
ration which censtructed 36 town houses in

Antipolo City, Manila.

The list of charges against Mr. Estrada is a |

long eone. The President, however, has been
unfazed by the charges. and has sought the
support of evangelist preachers to shoteup his |
public support by addressing one massive
rally,

The Upposition is slated to respond in the

same coin. As the process ta rermove My. Estra-

!
!

1
&
I

da moved into the trial stage in the Senate, the .

batile also continues in the streets of Philip-
pines — with hoth the ruling party and the

Oppasition siepping up their political cam- -

paign. ﬁ/



¥ cascading call for
he  resignation of
President Joseph
Estrada plunged the
country into its gravest polili-
cal erisig in October, since the
coverthraw of President Ferdi-
nand Marcos in the 1986
Peaple Power Revolution, and
the December 1989 military
coup attemptl on the govern-
ment of President Corazon
Aquino.
At stake in all these crises was
the survival of sitling govern-
ments. Marcos did not survive
the crisis. Aguino’s government
teetered on the edge of collapse.
The Estrada government is
just about holding, but it is
under heavy siege as pressure
from the streets and civil soci-
ely groups, sections of the busi-
ness community and the inter-
national press mounts for his
resignation.
It is a dangerous omen for the
Estrada government that the
discourse 1in the national
_ debate, sparked by charges
that he had received illegal
gambling payoffs in millions of
pesos is no longer about
whether he will go but how
$OOTL.
The debate focussed om possi-
hle exit scenarios, indicating
that there was widespread
belief hiz days are numbered.
This perception, that assumes
his fall is a foregone conclugion
is dangerous because it has a
bandwagon effect. and can be
self-fulfilling.
It has Jed to a dynamic politi-
cal mobilisation that has spun
a life of its own, independent of
whether the llocos Sur
Governor, Luis “Chavit” Sing-
gon, can back his charges
against President Joseph Est-
rada with evidence demanded
by lawyers,
It is important to put the
impeachment process in the
context of the criges faced by
previous Philippine govern-
ments in the post-war years to
appreciate the gravity of the
erigis enguifing the Estrada
government, and o under-
stand the nature of the crisis.
Mr Estrada is the first

Sllverlmmg for democracy

Fitipinos demonstrate in 2 Hong Kon
Estrada’s resignation gwer corruption allegations. — APIPTI.

President in the post-Edsa era
to face a broad-based public
dermnand for his resignation. He
is also the fourth President in
the post-war years against
whom impeachment charges
were laid in Congress. Before
him was Elpidic Quirino in
1949, Diosdado Macapagal in
1963, and Ferdinand Marcos in
1986, Qurino was charged with
corruption.

The Opposition Nacionalista
Party sought in 1963 to
impeach Macapagal, of the
Liberal Party, for allegedly cov-

g park ot Sunday, demanding President

ering up the Stonehill case
involving payoffs by Harry
Stonchill to many government
officials and legislators identi-
fied in StonehilPs nolorious
Blue Book, noting the payoffs.
Macapagal was not directly
involved tu the payefls but he
hastily deported Stonehill after
allegations  that Stonehill
financed the withdrawal of the
presideniial  candidacy of
Senator Rogelic de la Rosa,

averting the splitting of vetes of

the Opposition and allowing
Macapagal to defeat President

With the Filipino President’s impeachment by the House of
Representatives, AMANDQ DORONILA shows how history
repeats itself, albeit, in a different format. Joseph Estrada has
gained the distinction of being the first President of the
country whose faults, shortcomings and dubious ethical
standards are catching up on him swiftly

Carlos (xareia, Nacionalista, in
the 1961  election. But
Macapagal's integrity was ne-
ver seriously challenged, and
his adininistration was not em-
broiled in corruption scandals.
Although the Marcos adminis-
fration was under a cloud for
corruption and cronyism, the
impeachment complaint came
lale — in the twilight days of
his regime, in 1986, when his
poverament was mired in a
doep economic recession and
was shiding lowards political
collapse.

He was accused, among other
things, of corruption, crony
capitalism and buman rights
violations. Quirino, Macapagal
and Marcos had solid majori-
ties in the legislature during
the two-party system prevaient
from 1946 to 1972, The
impeachment complaints ne-
ver reached first base; they
were promptly thrown out by
their allies in the legislature.
In all these impeachment
cases, corrupfion was an
underlying threat, bul this
shouldn't come as a surprise.
Grafl has always been a key
issue in all Philippines elec-
tions, without precluding other
issues that contributed to the
exit of its Presidents, either
through elections or, as in the
case of Marees, removal by peo-
ple’s power.

Of all the corruptios charges
that plagued the Quirmo and

Marcos administrations, none
is more serious and sordid than
the payoff charges exploded by
Governor Singson.

In the articles of impeachment
filed by Lakas Congressmen
and endorsed by civil-socioty
groups, Mr Estrada stands
accused of not only taking
bribes in the gambling syndi-
cate kickbacks, the articles also
catalogued impeachable acts,
imcluding unexplained wealth,
interference in the gquasi-judi-
cial process in the investigation
conducted by the Securities
and Exchange Commission onr
insider manipulation of the
stock market in the BW
Resources scandal,

In the impeachment moves
against Quirine and
Macapagal, there was no clam-
our in the streets for their res-
ignation. The impeachment
move against Quirine was initi-
ated against the backdrop of a
Communist  (Hukbalahap)
rebellion that threatencd the
survival of the government and
an economy in shambles, In
Macapagal’s case, the economy
was robusi; it achieved its
highest growth rates during
his admmistration, but there
was relative calm in the law
and order situation.

In the case of Marcos, the
impeachment move came when
the economy had plunged to
negative growth, and political
turmoil sparked by the assassi-

nation of former Senator
Benigmp Aquino in 1983 was
intensifying,

Of all the administrations, the
Marcos and Estrada adminis-
trations ~ both plagued by cor-
ruption and cronyism charges
— stand cut for generating
mass protests building up to
demands for removal, either
through  resignation or
impeachment. In both cases,
they were bogged down by eco-
nomic ¢risis, In fact, it was the
Marcos regime against which
the efficacy of people’s power
was tested to lopple govern-
ments that have lost the peo-
ple’s confidence,

If it had taken 14 years before.

the people took 1o the streets o
bring down Marcos, it has
taken only less than three
years for people to be primed
for mass mobilisation in a
street-initiated call for his
removal. This should be a
healthy sign for the often tur-
bulent and unstable
Philippines democracy.

This means ihal the people
have quickly realised that they
have made a mistake in elect-
ing Mr Estrada President, and
are now laking action to cut

-short his term to correct a mis-

take before his corrupt and
inept presidency can inflict
more damage to the economy
and the nation.

Given that the presidential
system is a rigid structure giv-

ing a fixed term to the
President, the call for resigna-
tion is a movement towards
extra-constitutional change. It
is again a manifestation of peo-
ple’s power, although thg
mohbilisation in the streets 1s
not likely to repeat history in
its precise form. Nothing in his-
tory is repeated with the same
format.

This crisis s looking like it wall
be resolved soon by another
strect mobilisation stoked by
the flames of econuinic deterin-
ration and the outrage over the
payoffs scandal.

What's certain is that the
ceonomy is hecoming the deci-
sive factor in the present crisis.
The fate of the Estrada govern-
ment i8 being decided on the
foreign exchange counters and
the stock exchange floors that
can't be bribed or manipulated
by political authority, If the
dam erashes on the peso and
the stock market falls deeper,
impeachment may become
irrelevant,

But Mr Estrada has alveady
gained the distinction of being
the first Filipino President
whaose faults, shortcomings and
dubious ethical standards are
catching up on him swifily.

In fess than three years,
Estrada has not only been
engulfed in a series of scandals
over corruption, he has also
opened a war with the Muslim
separatists in Mindanao, and
the gambling payoffs scandal
blew up in his face even before
he could win his war in
Mindanao, which has exacted 2
heavy toll on the economy not
vet recovered from the 1997
financial crisis.

The people gave previous
Presidents, except Marcos, a
chance 10 complete their terms
and repudiated them at the
polls.

They are not giving Mr
Estrada that much of a chance.
That is the silver lining fuor
democracy in this crisis of con-
fidence in the Estrada presi-
dency.

--  The Philippine [
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i{ﬁoseph Fstradal
{ mpeached.

1o face Senate
irial for graft |

RHILIPPINE  PRESIDENT
Joseph Estrada was impcached
i the House af
Represemtatives on Monday,
paving the way for a Senate triaf
fur alleged corruprion. Hpuse
Speaker Manuel Vitlar said.
The 63-vear-ald  Estrada,
accused of raking 88 million in
bribes from @legal gatabling
operators, & the Grst Philippine
leader o be impeacked. He
would remain in officg but will
face a Senate trial § 4

( i
Villar ordered the Hiuse SLge
retury-general 1o Ctransmit to
the Senate”™ rhe articles of
impeachment,  saying  the
mnpeachment mation had
ajready reegived one  third |

majority fhom the 218-member
tower house. He said the
House's mask became “poyep-
tory” as By jestice commitioy
nad  wready eaderced by
impeachiment molion
Nuovember 6 after exhaustive
debaie. Villar's speedy upproval
vt the impcachiment mation
crght pro-Estrada legisfatoes
by surprise. _ g

Villar. who resigned  fefm
Tstrada’s Lamp coalition party
recently, took the podivm os
Monday, atter House membuers
sung the natiopal anthem and.
sgnoring attempic by Estrada
adlies to ratke a point of ordey.
proceeded 1o formally approve
the motion,

As hie approved the impeach-
ment resofurion, the House
glioyy broke ouwr in loud
applase. aat-Estrada [egisia-
rars crmbraced cach othor while
the President's adfies suse ap in
A an upToar. AFF. Manila

7
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MANILA NOV. 6. Phﬂlppmc legislators t()é4 Q&
gan debates on an impeachment motion
against the President, Mr. loseph Estrada, as
financial markets staged a dramaric rally on
expectations the chief executive would be re-
moved from office over bribery allegations.

The House of Representatives’ 51-member
Committee on justice was locked in heated
discussions on whether to immediately efe-
vate the impeachment complaint to the plena-
Tv session lor approval or to hold hearings on
the case.  Opposition legislators insisted that
the commitice must do away with hearings
because 99 Congressmen already had en-
dorsed the complaint, which charges Mr, Es-
trada with bribery, gralt and corruption,
betrayal of public trust and vielations of the
Constitution.

Only 73 votes in the 218-member House of

Representatives are needed to indict Mr. Ls-
trada and sibmit the Articles of Impeachment
1o the Senate for trial. In the 22-sedt Senate, 16
votes are required to remove Mr. strada from
ulfice. Bul some adiministration Congressimen
oppesed the move, which they claimed would

violate the rules of impeachment. The start of

the impeachment proceedings was welcomed
by the country’s stocks and currency markets.
Philippine stocks soared 16.5 per centina rec-
ord one-day gain of 212,25 points to close at
1,500.10. The peso surged to a midday average
of 44.219 to one dollar from 51.68 on Oct 31,
the final day of trading last week before the
market closed for public holidays.

Analysts said the remarkable performance
of the Philippine stocks and the peso was due
to expectations that the {mpeachment pro-
ceedings would result in the resolution of the
controversy, which has battered financial
markets. “The positive reaction was in antici-
pation of a change in government,” said Mr.
Astro del Castillo, research head at A & A Secu-

—TkE e

e on Estrada |m eachment beéi/ ns

Members of the Lower House raise their hands to vote on an issue as endorsement of the
impeachment procedure against the Philippine President, Mr. Joseph Estrada, over
allegations that he received millions of dollars from illegal gambling operations on Monday
at the House of Representatives in suburban Quezon City. — AP

The impeachment bid stemmed from alle-
gations that Mr. Estrada received more than
8 millions in bribes from illegal gambling op-
crations and pocketed $ 2.6 millions in tobac-
co taxes intended for the northern province of
Hocos Sur. Mr. Estrada, a 63-year-old former
movie action star, has insisted he did not re-
ceive “a single centavo” from illegal gambling
operations or steal money from the national

THE 1 INDU
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coffers. He vowed to answer all charges at the
Senale trial.

The expose fuelled mounting calls for Mr.
Esaada’s resignation and led his top allies in
Congress — the ttouse Speaker, Mr. Manuel
Villar and the Scnate President, Mr. Franklin
Drilon — as wel as more thin 40 Congress-
men and five Senators to desertthe chief exec-




Opposition
. Jaunches
post-Estrada
o\ agenda
|

o\
‘opagbeeRs GV
IMANILA.D Oct. 280 -
‘Philippine Opposition leaders
led by Vice-President. Mr
tGloria Macapagal-Arroyo, offi-
“cially launched a “new alterna-
‘tive agenda” for the govern-
;ment in anticipation of the res-
enation of Mr Joseph Estrada.
l Mr Arroyo with Oppaosition
ileaders Mr Renato De Villa
Eﬁnd Mr Lito Osmena, unveiled
lan action plan to force his
,ouster in the ceatral Phillipine

icity of Cebu. “It is imperative -

that the President resign
immediately to aveid irrepara-
ible damage 1o the economy and
| .
to restore the people’s faith
iand confidence in govern-
 ment”. Mr Arroye said.
i The “new alternative agenda”
lincludes programmes to revive
the country’s ailing economy,
‘atamp out graft and corrup-
‘tion. and maintain peace and
order, the Opposition leaders
<aid.

Ay Estrada has been accuset
Lol receiving millions of pesos ir
payoffs from illegal gambling
operations.

The accusation, made by ¢
self-confessed “bag man,” Mt
Luis Singson. governor of
liccos Sur provinge, fueled
what analysts say is Mr
Estrada’s worst crisis since he
assumed office in June 1998,

Mr Joseph Estrada, mean-
while called for a let-up in the
campaign for his resignation
gver a gambling payoffs scan-
dal, He said it was having a

disastrous effect on the econc- |

myv. But his call was to no
avatl.
In Maniia, supporters of Mr

‘Estrada staged a demonstra- -
tion before the official resi- :

ldence of Manila archbishop

Jaime Cardinal Sin and urged
him to drop his calls for Mr

Estrada’s resignation.

The supporters asked him to
respect the constitutional sepa-
‘ration af the church and state,
and cut his invelvement in the

country’s politics.
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQIIRER
ASHA NEWS RETWORK

MANILA, Oct. 25. — The Armed Forces of
. the Philippines is considering reduction in
the nuwber of troops taking part in a mas-
sive operation in Suly, The military is yet
- to complete its mission of crushing the Abu
Sayval rebels and rescue their remaining
five hostages,

“1 think the sitnation in Jolo has
improved a lot since we started that opera-
tion. So that is one thing we are looking
at”, AFP Chief Gen Angelo Reyes yester-
- day said in a briefing.

RBut Gen Reyes did net say how many
troops would be pulled out from the AFP's
Joint Task Force Trident which is spear-
. heading the missian. Nor did he give a
time-table for the downsizing.

More than 5,000 soldiers and policemen
were deplayed in Jolo for the operation
which began on 16 Sepiember to rescue 19
hostages, the remnants of a near five-

hilippine army to

reduce
N (U

month kidnapping spree by Abu Savyaf
rebels. The operation ingtuded air and
artillery bombardment of their positions,

About 600 members of the palice special
action force have already been pulled out.
The operation has led to {he recovery of
two French journalists and 12 Christian
evangelists.

But the Abu Sayyaf rebels suill hold cap-
tive three Malaysians, American Jef{rey
Schilling and Roland Ullah and a Filipino
who is the last of the hostages taken from
the Malaysian island resort of Sipadan,
fast April.

{1 had ransomed off more than a dozen
other hostages for miliions of dollars
according to independent accounts. The
government, however, has deniced paying
any ransom. .

Gen Reyes said the AFP “has all reasons
to believe” that Abu Sayvaf leaders and
their remaining hostages were not able to
slip through the naval cordon thrown
around the island-province and were stili

THE STATESKAN

troops 1n Jolo

in Suhu.

According to the “combat scoreboars
issued by Camp Aguinaldo, 74 armed
engagements have been recorded from 16
September up to 7 a.m. vesterday.

It said government forces had killed 136
Abu Sayyaf gunmen, wounded 11 and cap-
tured 144,

it added that 83 had surrendered. The
Abu Sayyat had lost 506 pieces of firearms
while the povernment lost only one radio,
the scoreboard indicated.

Sporadic clashes between troops and
rebels continue. On Monday. soldiers
encountered.about 20 Abu Sayyaf mem-
bers led by Ghalib "Robot” Andang, who,
alemg with Mujib Susukan, were said to
have received about $15 millien in ransom
for a group of hostages taken from
Sipadan.

Soldiers recavered ammunition, food and
personal belongings from the rebels after
an hour's ¢igsh. No casualties were report-

ad. M‘/



fmpeachment case moved
against Philippine President

—
MANILA: The Philippine lower
house has formally set in motion an
impeachment case against Presi-
dent Joseph Estrada on Monday,
and promised speedy hearings to
find out if it was truc he took bribes
from gambling syndicates.

“The nation cannol afford a cir-
cus-like exchange of bitter accusa-
tions from both sides so we have to
resolve this in the soonest possible
time,” said house speaker Manuel
Villar, a member ?‘f"Mr Estrada’s
ruling coalition. /

“We are here to get to thu bdttom
of all allegations, so the whole truth
may be known... Let us allow the
truth to come out so justice will pre-
vail,” he added.

Mr Villar has set the impeach-
ment case rolling, by formally in-
cluding it in the order of business of
the house of representatives, which

. means the house committee on jus-

) lxce could begin hearing the bribery

corruption charges againsi the

b leaguered former movie actor.

Lawmakers and analysts have

aid the impeachment proceedings

are certain to set off bitter debates
in the Congress that could last for

{ months, heightening political {ur-
moil, which could deeply divide the
country and further damage an al-
ready prostrate economy.

The bribery scandal has sparked
almost daily street protests against
Mr Estrada and calls for him to step
down. It has also savaged financial
markets.

“1 will not allow partisan political
interests to dominate proceedings,”
Mr Villar said in a statement. “It {s
not i the streets, in newspapers or
ont radio and television that this
very important issue, on which the
future of our country gdepends, will
be resolved™.

He urged the justipq committee
to hold sessions even\during the
Congressional recess frdm October
27 to November 12 1o speed up the
impeachment process.

Mr Estrada denicd allegations
that he took § 8.5 million in payoffs
from gambling svndicates running
an illegal numbers game called
“jueteng”™ and vowed to fight the
impeachment case. He also rejected
church ¢alks for him to resign.

On Sunday, Mr Estrada suggest-
ed he might agree to a snap presi-
dential election if there was public
support for such a poll. This is the
first sign the President has given
that he might be willing to easc up
on his uncoempromising stance
which has threatened to deeply di-
vide the country.

The constitution vests in the [ow-
or house the sole power of initiating
an impeachment action against a
President and in the senate the
power to try and unscat hin.

Under the tmpeachment ruies,
the 51-member house commitice
on justice, where only about a
dozen opposition lawmakers sit,

will decide if sufficient groupdex-
ists for impeachment. jAeyer
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Estrada ‘ready’ to face election

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, 0CT. 23. The Philippine
President. Mr. foseph Estrada,
has expressed his readiness (o
face a snap election w end the
puolitical crisis even as fresh alle-
gations of nepotism have been
levelled against him.

A report prepared by the Phi-
lippine Centre lor Investigative
fournalism (PCIJL claims that Mr,
Estracda's cronies have acquired
land and houses valued ar about
§2,5 millions in metropolitan
Manila’s “poshest and most ex-
clusive districts” during the last
three vears.

“Although none of these prop-
erties are registered in {Mr.) Es-
trada’'s name, the President or
one of his wives would later live
or be seen visiting the properties,
sormetimes  even  supervising
construction,” the PCH report ul-
leged.

The latest charges come ar a
tirme when the President is fight-
ing for his pofitical survival and
the lower House of Representa-
tives has formally taken up the
impeachment  madon  against

Mr. Estrada. His willingness (o
consider & snap election, a provi-
sion not permitted by the Consti-
ition is a gootl indicator of the
prossures the President is facing.

Many of those ranged against
him, inciuding the Vice- Presi-
dent, Ms, Gloria Macapagal Ar-
royo, are not in favour of snap
elections, They favour an out-
right resignation from Mr, Estra-

da Jor allegedly accepting over 38
millions in “jueteng’” (an illegai
lottery) proceeds from an ex-cro-
ny, Mr. Luis Singson, a provincial
Governor,

[t is Mr. Singson who fired the
first salvo against Mr. Estrada af-
ter the two reportedly fell out
over the collection of gambling
proceeds in the province.

In the present report, the PCIJ
claimed quoting corporate and
land record that over 18500
square metres of the country’s
choicest real estale had been ac-
quired by close cropies of Mr. Es-

trada. 24 LD
“The purcHasel ] were made

from the country's|oldest fam-
ilies....these  purchakes, if they
were indeed made &n !Mr.) Es-
trada’s behalf, raisd questions
about the sources ol the Presi-
dent’s wealth and the possibility
that the amounts used 1o buy
them werce illegally obtained....”

“The fact that none of these
three businessmen {the Tstrada
cronies named in the report) or
their families actvally live in
these houses and thar it is the
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President or his mistress’ who is
seen in thase areas raise ques-
tions about who the properties’
real owner is. Moreover, the
companies that own the land
and houses appeuar 1o be merely
convenient cover for the pur-
chases,” the report claimed.

Whatever be the truth behind
the latest rowxd of allegations,
the fact is hat such charges can
only add o the pressures on Mr,
Fstrada. \

The President's stalement that
he was not averse to a snap efec-
tinn shows that the pressure on
him from different sections of
the polity is beginning to tell. 1t
appears that the political uncer-
tainty in Philippines is unlikely to
dissipate in a hurry.

The s1aterments from the Cach-
olic Church and the former Pres-
ident, Ms. Corazon Aqunio, have
proved verv damaging. [t also ap-
pears that Mr. Estrada is in no
mood o give up without fight.
suggesting that those who were
calling on him to take a ‘vaca-
tien’ shoujd take the vacation in-
stead. ’




/ \e
4 ) By Amit Baruah

SINGAPO%, ocY. 21. The Philippine President,
Mr. Juseph Estdada, is fighting to stay in office
after being accused of accepting millions of
doflars from an illegal gambling lottery by Mr.
f.uis “Chavit” Singson, a provincial Governor
and close associate.

Larficr in the week, Opposition legisiators
brought an impeachment motion against the
President in the Lower House of Representa-
tives #s angry protesters from the left and the
right took to the streets demanding his resig-
natien. No siranger to controversy, Mr, Estra-
da, however, has never faced such serious
charges in the 27 months he has been Presi-
dent of the country. Several charges of “help-
ing” his friends have been made earlier, but
nane so grave as those levelted by My, Singson.

The dramatic resignation of the Vice-Presi-
aent, Ms. Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, the rising
clamour of voices from the Church and the
public standing of the former President, Ms.
(orazon Aquino, are all factors that Mr, Estra-
da has 1o contend with. Ms. Arrovo, a member
of Mr. Estrada's- Cabinet, had been silent
about Mr, Estrada, but the latest allegations of
accepting over $8 million from “jueteng’ {an
illegal lottery) procecds were too much for her
ta stomach. Daughter of a former President,
political analysts in Manila believe that she is
positioning hersell 1o take over the President’s
job in case he is forced (o resign or doesn't
finish the reminder of his term.

The President himself has said that he is
ready o face an impeachment motion “any-
time, anywhere” and said he will not resign his
office. Mr. Estrada also claims that he has not
accepted a single cent from illegal gambling
proceeds. While the Archbishop of Manila,
Cardinal Jantie Sin, the first to seek the ouster
of e Presidentt, said Mr. Estrada h.-d lost the

moral authority to govern, Ms. Corazon Aqui-
no, whao led the Philippines (o democracy in
1986, said Mr, Estrada should take a “leave of
absence” while the charges are investigated.

“The fear is that the righteous anger of dis-
cerning Filipinos, the outright disgust of the
moral authorities of our nation at such cor-
ruption so close to the highest office of the
land, will spark a ceaseless round of protests
that will write off the Philippine economy. And
yet that anger cannot be discouraged because
this country cannot live with the charges that
have been made. They must be answered.”
Ms. Aquino said in a speech in Manila. “*And,
finally there is the process which it is our hope
to avoid (the remarks were made before Octo-
ber 18 when the impeachment imove was initi-
ated)....this is impeachment. From this
process we expect the worst. It will be long
drawn-out; it wil! put the truth at the mercy of
numbers; and it will leave justice in the hands
of those whose single overriding concern is
their re-election,” she said. “The process may
yet surprise us by achieving a fair and just
result. Bul we think it will meet our worst ex-
pectations....” Ms. Aquino maintained.

With Mr. Estrada’s party having a brutal ma-
jority in the Lower House, it seems difficult for
the impeachment motion to reach the Senate
without a major chunk of the President’s sup-
porters voting along with Opposition legisla-
tars. The fears expressed by Ms. Aquine about
the impeachment process are grounded in the
reality of numbers. As of now, the Opposition
is in no position to get the motion passed in
the Lower House and then in the Senate. [n an
editorial, The Asian Wall Street Journal said:
“Simply no good will come out of a protracted

political wrestling match that misdirects Gov- +

ernmente’s attention for over a vear. Before this
crisis sinks the whole country in tl o mire, Mr.
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HERE 1s a strange, twi-
l ight-zone guality to the
goings on in the Philip-
pines these past few days.True
in the macho image he has of
himself, President Joseph
Estrada is fending off the US §
11-million pay-off allegations
made against him by a provin-
cial governor, Luis Singson.
But each time Mr Estrada
throws a punch -— for instance,
insinuating that friends and
assoclates of former Presidents
Corazon Aguino and Fidel
Ramos have had improper
dealings with government
banks — he diminishes bit by
bit the office of the President.
That runs counter to the sur-
vival handbook that zavs big
guys don't fight divt with dirt.
They wear down those who
mean harm with lordly con-
tempt, after having made the
standard denials.
Sadly, in thiz case, even Mr
lsirada’s most abiding sup-
porters do not think he has the
stature to pull that off. He
fighis the only way he knows
how, which 1s at gut level.
The bottomline is that the
media, the Church, influential
retired politicians,business
leaders and the chattering
classes are all baying for his
bloeed. They think Mr Estrada,
who is never one of them, is
bad for the country What a ball
the elite must be having in
Mamnila.
The matrons of Forbes Park
with their morning coffee,
hauling their unseemly
President over the coals. The
Makati business set, sensing
the tide is abaut to turn, peur-
ing on the vitriol. Opposition
politicians smacking their lips
in vengeful delight for the rout
they received in the congres-
gional elections. The greatest,
moral force for Mr Estrada’s
departure from office - by
falling on his sword — has
been supplied by two people,
Mrs  Aguine and Jaime
Cardinal Sin, Archbishop of
Manila.
Mrs Aquino is the virmual

Erap,

|'

Ctlem yturn
SN oS

Demonstrators shout slagans as they picket the Senate in Manila on Friday
over the testimony given against Joseph Estrada by his friend regarding
payoffs in gambling operations. — AFIPTL

patron saint of
the Philippines’
movement for
the acclamation
of the righteous,
She has enor-
moug prestige
as the person
who, with little
practice  and
lots of courage,
did what she
could 1o cleanse
the system of
Marcos toxins.
She chose the
Fdsa Shrine,
comunemorating
the Lidsa revo-
lution of 1986
which  drove  President
Ferdinand Marcos from office,
to ask that Mr Estrada make
the “supreme sclfsacrifice” of
resigning his office. It was the
“sordid company” he kept
which had brought the country
1 such a pass, she said.

This was strong language, but
Cardinal Sin's admonition of
the Philippines nation topped
that.

“May we all strike our breasts
and bow our heads in shame

The bottomline is
that the media, the
Church, influential
retired politicians,
business leaders and
the chattering classes
in Philippines are all
baying for Joseph
Estrada’s blood.
CHUA HUCK CHENG
says why

becaunze we
have brought
all this upon
ourselves. We
have no une to
blame but our-
selves for being
complacent,
easy-going and
uncaring.”
Filipinos
would not like
what that says
aof their person-
ality, bhul would
they have the
moral convic-
tion o 1ake on
their principle
churchinan?
The prelate is the consclence
of the Philippines, ws he was
when leading the erusade to
rid the vousdry of the Marcos
BCOUTE.

In asking Mr Estrada to do
the “heroie”
vuilt or imnezence, Unrdinal
Hin wes avbicedating an iwooen-
trovertible traism aboeat his
country: The peopla deserve
the leaders they get. The real-
ty check for Mr Estrada is this:
The miasma of dishenour is so
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thing, regardlees of

strong that, fo thinking
Filipinos, it hardly matters
anymore whether he did or did
not take the gaming bribes of
US$ 5.6 willion and the USH
2.8-mllivn cut of the tebacco
tax. Thiz is the people’s real
travma.

But out in the provinces and
the slun gquariers of the metro-
politan areas of Luzon, the
man they vall Erap (Mr
Estradal has substantial sup-
port. He i= une of thern.

It was an their backs that My
Estrada won the presidency in
1998 wilh a showing that swr-
prised the pundits, In another
assaull E-trada-style, he had
spoken of vilering them titles
1o governmen! land the state
did not have @ use for. He must
pray that the value of the peso
doe= not fall much further. It
has dippeddl per cenl against
the US dollar since the begin-
ning of the year.

Interest rates ave rising and
ihe Azion Tevelopment Bank,
with ils Mamla headquarters,
warned thal the fundamentals
supporting the ceonamy would
be lost il the morality crigis did
not have a clear conclusion.

I that happens, rising prices
of food, petrol and transport,
which woeuld hurt the masses
nmost, could aiter the political
geenario.

Mr Yetrada will not be trou-
bled by the congressional move
to impeach him, as the govern-
menl. tnajority in both cham-
bers can see off the threat.
Neither hos be said anything
abuvul suing Covernoy Singsal.
[hat has obnvious couriroom
rizks, hot hiz handlers will
probably plead gravitas and
say it s beneath the President
to take just any scallywag to
wourt. Why, Mr Singson him-
self has allegedly been imphi-
cated! Mr Estrada means-to
ride out the storm, from ail
indivedizne, But if the peaple
take o hand, as happened in
1986, he might rue the day he
ever became a film actor.
~ The Straits Times/{ Asiv
News Network.




/ C)% »}\r’ By Amit Barvah \" 3 ?)
SINGAPORE, OCT. 13. In what appeared 1o be a long 3hdt, Opposition

tegislators brought before the House of Bepresentatives an impeach-
ment motion against the embatded Phitippine President, Mt Joseph

istrada. today. \C.
Actusing the President of receiving bribes amounting tl)\)?xr hel vl
lions frams gambling profits. the 12-page mpeachmient motiag said:
“The respondent committed bribery....committed graft and coruprion-
..hetrayed the public trust (and)...culpably violated the Constitution.”
If the impeachment imove is 1o pass muster in 218- member Lower
House, 72 legislators must approve the measore, 11 then goes o ihe |
22-member Senate or Upper House, which acis as a jury. in tam, for the
President 1o be impeached, wo-thitds of the Senare must voie in favour
of the motjon. Today, 431 members of the lpwer House — 39 Yrom the
Opposition and two defectors from the raling party — moved the mo-
tion. The fact that just two ruling party members joined ap with the
Opposition indicates the rulitg group is stidl behing My. Ustrada.
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strada accuses Ramos of terror

@By Amit Baruah }(\D P

S\lGn ORE, OCT. 17. {aced® with
growintg pressures woguit. the
Philippines President, My, faseply o 78
Lstrada, has accused the formed ™Y
President, Mo Pidel Bamos, n}g

planning a campaipn of bunbing
and arson e foree his resignation.

MM Estrada’s statemment came
evert as the head of the infhiental
Catholie Chureh, Cardinal Jamic
Sin, renewed his call for the Presi-
dent's  resignation. May God
show him the hereie value of re-
Hogeeishing his grost far the sake of
o peopte” Cardinal Sin, wha
plaved a major vole in the 19486
uster of e Perdinatd Mateos,
said al a mass m Manila today,

& 3o

The former Philippine President, Ms. Corazon Aquino {second from
left), and the Vice-President, Ms. Gloria Macapagal-Arrayo (left],
Mr. Butch Abad (second from right), a congressman, and an
unidentified supporter hold hands during a “‘mass for
enlightenment™’ celebrated by the country’s teader of the Catholic
Church, Cardinal Jaime Sin {not in picture} at suburban
Mandaluyong on Tuesday. — AP

In his statement. a defiant My,
tsmrada mainwined he bad re-
ceved  tormatian that  there
were forces --- expecially i the
erstwhile administration - whe
wanicd to 7 destabilise” the coune-
try. “They are plaging (o bum,
throw bombs i k@ streets to sow this,” the President was quoted as el in destabilising the gefiniry.
ierror and copflsion in our coun- saying, These groups, he claimed, The Presidens sla that he
ey, We shaitld be carefad about would use the "indonesian mod- was not afraid ofAhe ing

< e
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demands for his resignation, g4t
ing the heavy mandate that he re-
ceived my the 1998 elections,
“They can go ahead in their ym-
peachment {nitiativel. T will face
( anvtme, anvwhere, Um nat
afraid. 1'm not nevvous,” Mr, Bs-
trada said. "But they should not
say 1 should resign because J am
net a dictator. | did not cheat in
the elertions,” he stared. Accord-
ing to him, the people should
simply “prav and work”, adding:
“The people do not need o dem-
onstrate. We have a procedure in
the Constinution 1o follow. The
peapte should just stay calm.”

tn a related development, Mr.
Lufemio Domingo, outgoing chief
of the Presidendal Commission
Against Grait and  Corruption
PCAGRET has said M Estrada
should set an example among
public officials by disclosing his
weglth, Me. {lomingo was quoted
as saving in Manila that the Presi-
dent shouid “behave in a manner
befining the highest magistracy of
the land. now that he is Presidphit
of 75 mithion Filipinoes. /
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MANILA, Oct. 15. — The

Philippine Opposition will file
an impeachment complaint
against the President, Mr
Joseph Estrada, despite his
apclogy for a scandal over
alleged gambling payoffs,

The impeachment complaint
and a separate eriminal suit
will be filed this week, said a
lawmaker Mr Ernesto Herrera,

Mr Estrada apologised yester-
day for the escalating scandal
involving allegations by a
provincial Governor, Mr Luis

ASSGCIATED PRESS
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Estrada

att ntlon from
Herrera said. On Thursday, Mr
Estrada issued a statement,
denying he received “even a
cent” from illegal gambling, Mr
Estrada’s wife, Loi, denied in a
separate speech accusations by
Mr Singson that shopping bags
filled with gambling payoeffs

President’s house and that 2
million pesos ($420.000) ha
been given to her.

The government’s gambling
operations have expanded

administration, and gambling

Hegatlons Mr

rapidly under Mr Estrada’s .

Singson, that the President
received more than 400 million
pesos ($8.6 million) in payoffs
from illegal gambling opera-
Lors.

The President promised to
end the government’s extensive
involvement in gambling oper-
alivns by privatising the
Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corp, or Pagcor, the
governmeni agency that con-
trols legal gambling and runs
casinos.

“I'm sorry it had te come to

Mr Joseph Estrada

this,” he said in a television
Speech “Obviously the Filipinos
do not approve of having the
povernment itself involved in
any form of gambling, no mat-
ter what its intentions may be.”

Mr Herrera said the
President’s vague apology and
decision to privatise Pagcor
didn’t address the question of
whether he received the pay-
offs. “He skirted the issue and
was trying to divert public

dominates prime-time broad- |
casting on the government’s |

television mnetwork. Last
month, Pagcor introduced a
numbers game designed to
replace a highly popular iliegal
game called jueteng’.

Mr Singson said he had
delivered at least 10 millien
pesos ($215,000) a month from
‘jueteng’ operators to Mr
Estrada. He also alleged Mr
Estrada had received 130 mil-
lion pesas ($2.8 million! as a
cut from tobacco taxes .

Bomb threat lingers
after hijack ends

AFP & PTI

BAGHDAD, Oct. 15. — The Jeddah-London
Saudi Bocing 777 hijack, which ended here late
last night after all the 103 passengers and crew
members were released unharmed, is still carry-
ing a pombh.

The two hijackers were arrested, but one of
them said: *T have a detonator in my pocket
which I can activate to trigger a bomb placed on
the plane”

The warning from the hljackers who declined

to give their names but who Iraq ssid wére both .
Saudis, was backed by an Iraqi official following

the end of yesterday’s high drama.

“They threatened to blow up the plané and the
threat is still valid,” interior ministry official Mr
Tahar Jali Habbush said in the contrel tower of
Saddam International Airport.

The other hijacker, concealing a part of his face
with a scarf, said their aim was “to demand jus-
tice and equality in Saudi Arabia”.He also

called for an inquiry into alleged corruption and
human rights abuses in the kingdom.

They also denounced “the presence of US and
British armies” in Saudi Arabia, echoing a com-
men theme of protest from Traqi authorities.

The hijackers said they ordercd the plane ta fly to
Baghdad because Iraq rejects “US hegeniony™.
According to the hijackers, the passengers had
been treated well during their seven-hour
ordeal. “We treated them like brothers.”

State television and airport officials said the 7-
and-a-half hour crisis ended after top govern-
metit officials negotiated with the two hijackers,
who then surtendered peacefully.

The hijackers said they hadn't asked for politi-
cal asylum, countering an earlier report. They
also said they din't intend to stay in Irag. Word
of the hijacking first emerged in Cairo.

Egyptian civil aviation officials said the pilot
informed them that the hijackers had taken over
the plane and were insisting that it fly to
Damascus.
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GRAFT SCANDAL / PRESSURE MOUNTS ON PRE

/" Estrada Deputy quits -
wY,, Cabinet post

\B

SINGAPORE, OCT. 2. The Philippines Vice-Presi-
dernt, Ms, Gloridy Macapagal Artovo, whao also
holds the post of Social Wellare Secrctary in
the Cabinet, today resigned from the lawer
pos{, adiding 1o the mounticg political pres-
sures on the President, Mro Joseph Ustrade,
accused of taking britres from an illegad Totten.

3y Amit Baruah

Ms. Artoyo continies 1o be Viee-President,
and if Mr. Ustrada is not alile 1o complete bis
stx-year term, she will step o the President’s
shoes,

“Much as | apprecigte the chanee tha the
President gave me o sevve the poor throngh
the Cabinet posiidon o which he appointed
e Eregret that § can no longer comtinue to
serve as aonember of the present Cabinet”
the Vice-President said in a stafement.

AMs. Arrovo s at present abroad, but is ox-
pected to return to the Philippines somn.

As it e cue, two allies of the President, Sen-
ator Rammon Magsavsay e, and Me Roilo Go-

ey, resigned  from the mting  coalition,
bringing to bear further pressure on Mr, Estra-

da, TWe have to ger oar of the culture of cor-
rupiian. We bave hecome the lavghing stock
of the world, ™ Mr, Magsin say staied toda,

“Yhe President s inoa difficalt position,”
saud Mo Aguilinon Punentel Senate Teader
heading o Congressicnal probe into the cor-
ruptian charges against Mr. Estrada, wha s
alleged o bave received § 8.6 millions in
britres from o provineial Governor, XMr Lois
Singsor UYou knew the saying — rats desert @
sinking ship,” Mreo Poinomel was quoted as
saving in Manila today,

Frather comppounding M. Lsirada’s praly

fems s statement from the Archbishop of
Manila. Cardinal Jaime S, and a couneil of

sonne 7a Roman Cathaolic pricsas,

Lrging the President w guit, the Cardinal
and the priests said Mro Tstrada “has fost the

Ms Gloria Macapagat Atroyo

o

muorad ascendancy wogovern”T They said
the goed of the people, e oasg celipauish his
oftice”.

nan address over nadonmal wlevision, e
President calied on the Vilinine peaple s o
fumn ro hesny conclesions 7 ls miy conv,
tion that she cofi for my impeachiment o re -
vation is anfaiy as 3 s hasty I e empts the
present inguiries being conducied oot fue-
foopge vdre Mo lotteryy rasee” Ae Dstiaads
RIS

“fhave boen elected and given the mnndate
buoowr jeople to setves 1 hanve sweorn o lulill
i mandae and ask ouy peeple pot monp
Ly Bty eanchtsions, e said,

in testmony before o Corgressjonaf o
e vesterday, the Governor, Vi
so whe made the chiarges

fntraudin, U”:‘i‘“}“d A eduer contatning e
aid of prvnefdaliegedh made to e Presi-

et
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roops free 12
Filipino kg)stages
REDTERs 1 ’
MANTLA/KUALA L MPUR\,

Oct. 2. — Governmerk forces
have recovered all 12 Filipino
evangelists held for more than !
three months by Abu Sayyaf
rebels on Jolo island in Philip-
pines, defence secretary Mr
Orlando Mercado said today.

The rebels still hold Mr Jef-
frey Schilling, three Malay-
sians and another Filipino,

The recovery of the evange-
lists occurred on the 17th day
of the military assault on the
jungle hideouts of guerrillas.

Earlier today, the military
said its forces had found one of
the evangelists who had appar- |
ently escaped from his captors. |

Malaysia today said it had |
detained two gunmen off the
eastern state of Sabah since
stepping up patrols to hlock
the entry of rebels operating in
the southern Philippines.

Two men with M-16 rifles
were among 200 foreigners
detained since 16 September
for encroaching inte Sabah'’s
waters, navy chief Mr Abu
Bakar Abdul Jamal said.

He said it was not known if the
gunmen were part of the Abu
Sayyaf group. Malaysia has
ordered troops on Sabah to shoot
suspected armed foreign intrud-

ers on sight to prevent any ﬂe}

! ing rebels entering its waters.
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MANILA, Oct. 31. — The
Philippine President, Mr
Joseph Estrada, will not resign
over a corruption scandal
despite Opposition leaders’
rejection of his offer to them to
participate in refoerms, his
spokesman said taday.

The Vice-President, Ms
(Floria Macapagal Arroyo, who
heads an Opposition coalition,
turned down Mr Estrada’s
offer that she head a powerful
Cahinet ecanomie policy group.

Ms Arrovo, who resigned
from a Cabinet post several
weeks ago because of corrup-
tion allegations against Mr
Estrada, said it wouid be use-
less for her to tak®Meadership
of the Economie Coordinating
Council if he remains in office
because of the lack of business
confidence in him,
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"AFTER THE CARROT
" NA Abu Sayyaf gets the stick ./

Y AN

AST madnth, Ronaldo Zameora, executive secretary to the

Philippinag government, said military action against Abu
Sayvaf would be envisaged as soon as the hostages taken from
the Malaysian resort of Sipadan were released, irrespective of
what happened to the other hostages taken subsequently. The
thinking was that the latter had gone looking for trouble
despite warnings from the government. There were aboul a
dozen evangelists, two French journalists who got a bit too
close to the action and an American Muslim crackpot whose
wife is related to one of the Abu Sayyaf and who now lies teth-
ered in the space beneath a traditional house on stilts. If we
go by what President Estrada said on television. the military
action is being undertaken mainly to instil in the rebels a
degree of respect for the state. This is all to the good because,
as chief negotiator Robert Aventajado said, hostage taking
had become a revolving door with peeple constantly coming in
and going out. The idea is to simply let Abu Sayyaf know that
the government means business and leave the door to negotia-
tions slightly ajar, just in case.

The problem is one of logistics. The Abu Sayvaf are deep in
the jungles, divided into several groups all of whom hold some
hostage or the other. They are not necessarily in communica-
tion with each other. For instance, Jeffrey Schilling, the
American Muslim, was released by one faction and promptly
captured by another who say he is a CIA agent. Also their
hideouts are surrounded by villages whose inhabitants have
already taken shelter in the Jolo town hall. There are going to
be more civilian casualties and, if things get too hot for Abu
Sayyaf, they may not think twice about beheading a few peo-
ple as they have done in the past. That may not bother the
Philippines too much. This time round the release of the
remaining hostages is a relatively low priority. It is being
reported that Abu Sayyaf grew from 200 to 3000 during the
four month long hostage crisis and the $ 15 million from Libya
must have helped. The Filipinos are right in concluding that it
has shown too much courtesy to what s essentially a bunch of
extortionists masquerading as Islamic rebels.
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37;3 greedy group of
guernllas has not only
kidnapped more
hastages for more
ransom but also to
use them as human
shields and bargaining
chips. President
Estrada realised he
had to do something
besides talk if he was
to retain the respect
of the international
community, says
NEAL H CRUZ

M ———
Tﬂy that the Philippines

rresident, Joseph Est-

rada, has given his green

signal and the much-awaited
attack on the Abu Sayyaf has

i}
/,\

0\Abu Sayyaf reaplng th

Joseph Estrada salutes as he is escorted by the Army chief, General Narciso
Abaya during an arrival ceremony at Zamboanga City in southern Philippines.
The President was there to attend a command conference on the ongoing mili-

tary eperation in Jolo against the At Sayyaf. — APJPTI.

been unleashed, we can only
pray that the casuyalties remain
at a minimum and that the
hostages are rescued
unharmed.

It was a hard ‘decision for any
commander in chief to make.
One can understand the dilem-
ma that faced the President.

On the one hand, the lives of
foreign and Filipino hostages
and those of government sol-
diers and innocent gdvilians will
be put at risk. On the
other,members of the Abu
Sayvaf have shown that the
millions of dollars in ransom
paid them for the released
hostages have not satisfied
them. That only made them
greedier.

They have kidnapped more
hostages not only for more ran-
scm but also te use them as
human shielda and bargaining
chips with the government
when the attack came.

Obviously, the cycle of kidnap-
ping, negotiations and payment
of ransom will continue. When
will it all end? The Philippines
leadership has been exposed to
the world as wealk and helpless
against a small group of ban-
dits.

This heiplessness and the huge
amount of ransem so easily
paid, have only spawned a cot-
tage industry of kidnappings for
ransom,

Agreeing to pay ransom was a
mistake in the first place, even
if it was Libya’s money. Now
more people would be put at
rigk of being kidnapped.

The vicious cycle had to be
stopped. President Estrada had
to do something. His choices
were: Lo continue giving in to

the demands of the Abu Sayyaf,
or risk lives to put an end to the
reign of terror of the bandits.

It was to show the people that
either crime pays or i doesn’t.
The choice was ohvious. A
majority of citizens have grown
tired of the arrogance and greed

“of the Abu Sayyaf and govern-

ment weakness.

Even Mindanaoans, including
Muslims, and the Catholic bish-
ops wanted the bandit group
taken to task. And so the
President took his decision.
Chances of casualties among
soldiers and civilians have been
considered. One can only hope
the Abu Sayyaf bandits surren-
der rather than getting killed.
The President’s popularity rat-
ings will depend on the out-
come. It rose when he ordered
the capture of all 46 camps of
the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front. A civilian and maligned
as a mere film actor, Me
Estrada has proved that he can
be a stronger and braver com-
mander in chief than his prede-
cessor, Fidel Ramos, a profes-
sional soldier and a General no
less, It was the latier's weak-
ness and refusal to fight that
allowed the MILF and the Abu
Sayyaf to grow.

The Abu Sayyvaf made several
mistakes in this crisis. The
mest important is that it
thought that with all the money
it had collected, the high-pow-
ered weapons it bought, and the
thousands of mercenaries who
flocked to their camp because of
the loot, it is now in a position
to challenge the Philippines
armed forces. True, the moun-
tainous jungle terrain that the
bandits know like the back of

THE STATESILD

their hands WOlk‘s to theu:'
advantage.

But they forgot that the Armed
Forces of the Philippines would
surely field elite, battle-hard-
¢ned, specially trained combat
units. Against them, the Abu
Sayyaf has thousands of new
members with high-powered
firearms. But these are raw
recruits with hardly any train-
ing. Most likely, they didn’t
even have enough target prac-
fice.

Automatic firearms are partic-
ularly inaccurate and hard to
handle. Most of these raw
recruits will probably run when
the going gets tough.

And one doubts if they have
been able to build bunkers and
other defences arcund their
camps, They have been husy
spending their loot in Jolo.
Another mistake is that the

e whirlwind |

/‘%WWW

Abu Sayyaf thoughtThat the

AFP will not dare attack while
they are holding hostages. Or
that no attack will come while
they are still talking with gov-
ernment negotiators. It was
obvious that Mr Estrada’s
statement that he would opt for
peaceful negotiations, even
while the AFP was putting its
forces in place, was only to mis-
lead the enemy. This iz stan-
dard practice in war.

A third misiake is that it was
the Abu Sayyaf that forced the
President’s hand by kidnapping
three more Malaysians. The
President had to do something

‘besides talk if he was to retain

the respect of the mternational
community. Now the Abu
Sayyaf is reaping the whirl-
wind,

— Philippine Daily [rzquz
rer{Asia News Network.




e W0 \V PHILIPPINES / ENOUGH 1S ENOUGH, SAYS ESTRADA

Massive raids on Abu Sayyaf b

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 16. The Philippines today
faunched a massive military operation against
the Abu Sayyaf group on the southern island
of Jolo, deploying infantrvinen, helicopter
gunships and bombers in the battle against
the rebels.

Though reports {rom Jolo said scores of peo-
pie were killed or wounded, a senior Filipino
official claimed that |7 Abu Sayyvaf men had
been nabbed duting the course ot the oper-
ation. One of the objectives of the military op-
eration was the recovery of two French
journalists, three Malaysians, one Filipino and
one American being held as hostages by the
Abu Sayyaf. However, there is little news on
the fate of the hostages while the French Gov-
ernment in a statement said it would hotd Ma-
nila responsible for the safety of jts kidnapped
nationals.

Following the kidnapping of three Malay-
sians from Sabah province on September 11, a

military operation had looked imminent
though Filipina negotiators, along with Libyan
intermediarics, were still trying to free the two
Frenchmen. Earlier, all the forcign nationals
taken captive by the Abu Sayyaf on April 23
from the Malaysian resort of Sipadan had
been freed following ransom payments in the
range of $15 million.

In a broadcast over national television, the
Philippines President, Mr. Joseph Estrada,
said foday: “Fnough is enough. I make this
difficult decision to authorise the military op-
eration aware of the great tisks that the hos-
tages and our soldiers will face.

"It is clear that the efforts of our Govern-
ment towards a peaceful, long-term resolution
of the problem are being scoffed at by the Abu
Sayval group....this situation cannot last one
second longer. 1 will not allow this to contin-
ue,” Mr. Estrada said.

The Philippines, which had to negotiate for
several months and finally oversee the pay-

i
ses

ment of millions of dollars for the release of
fareign hostages, could not stomach the latest
kidnapping of the three Malaysians by the Abu
Sayyaf. In what has proved to be the prover-
hial fast straw, the kidnapping has forced Ma-
nila to use the military option against the
rebels who have turned kidnapping into a
flourishing business.

Reports trom Jolo stated that thousands of
troops took up positions in and around Jolo
town last night, a signal that the crackdown on
Abu Sayvat strongholds was imminent. "The
Abu Sayval crossed the line when they raided
again a resort in Malavsian and brought in
fresh hostages.” Mr. Robert Aventajado, ull re-
cently the Philippines negotiaior, said. "There
is a price for this action but 1 am sure overall
therc must have been some risk assessment
done and perhaps the final advice was pre-
sented to the President and the President opt-

ed to take military action,” Mr. Aventajado
said. /
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u Sayyaf frees four hostages

\&9’ y Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 9. The foul-
month-long kidnapping crisis i
the southern Philippines lurche
to a near end, with the Abu Sayya
group handing over four Europe-
an hostages to go-betweens on
Jolo island.

A Frenchman, Mr. Stephane
Loisy, two Finns Mr. Seppo Fa-
renti and Mr. Risto Vahanenand a
German, Mr. Marc Wallert, were
later flown from Jolo to the Philip-
pine city of Zamboanga, from
where they will travel to Tripoli
fomorrow,

Millions of dollars are reported
to have changed hands with
Western Governmenis being re-
portedly invoived in ‘“‘purchas-
ing" the freedom of their

nationals through Libyan mter-
mediaries, Flush with funds, the
Abu Sayyaf have purchased new
weapons.

Six other hostages, of the origi-
nal 12 captured on April 23 from
the Malaysian resort of Sipadan,
had been freed on August 27.

Today’s release comes amidst
reports of a internecine shoot-out
between Abu Sayyaf factions over
ransom money. One bodyguard
of the go-betweens was reported-
ly killed in the shoot- out while
Abu Sayyaf leaders escaped un-
hurt.

Following today's release, two
French journalists, one American
and ancther Filipino, are being
held by the Abu Sayyaf. The jour-
nalists (one woman crew member

IS I
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was freed on Am 27Y were tak—

en hostage while covering the
original, April 23, kidnapping.

Though a ‘“composite deal”
had been worked out for the re-
lease of all the 12 hostages in the
hostages-for-dollars deal, the Abu
Sayyaf refused to free all their
eaptives in one go, fearing a mas-
sive military operation.

Western Governmerts ha\rc.J
however, ensured that no such
operation was launched.

In any case, the fact that two
French nationals and one Amer-
ican are still in the custody of the
Abu Sayvaf, which specialises in
“serial” kidnappings, will ensure
that no immediate military action
will ensue against them.
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ZAMBOANGA, Sept. 2. —~
Muslim extremists in the
southern Philippines today
said the American, they are
holding hostage, had gone on a
hunger strike, and reiterated a
threat to kill him warning the
Philippine government io open
negotiations soon. Jeffrey
Schilling, (24), was seized in
the southern city of Zambe-
anga by a faction of the Abu
Sayyaf group.

he spokesman for the sepa-
ratist Abu Sayyaf rebels, Abu
Sabaya, however denied
reports that his group was
demanding $ 10 million in ran-
som for the youths. He howev-
er said an anidentified anti-US
group had offered them money
to kill him.

In an interview with loeal
radio station, he said: "Wae're
waiting for an emissary (from
the government)”

Sabaya was referring to earli-

: er threats to behead Ametican
hostage Mr Jeffrey Schilling
who was taken by the extrem-
ists on Monday, reportedly
after entering their hideout in
the southern island of Jole
with his Filipina fiancee, who
iz related to Sabaya.

"The delay in sending the
negotiator here is just making
things better for us because
other foreigners have come in.
These anti-Americans hava
offered to us ... They will give
us money and arms (if we) just

kill this CIA {agent) here,’'
Sahaya said.

The Philippine government's
chief hostage negotiator, M
Robert Aventajado, and an offi-
ctal at the US embassy in
Manila said they could not con-
firm that Mr Schilling had
begun a hunger strike.

Philippine officials have said
Mr Sehilling, a Musglim from
Qakland, California, suffers
from asthma, an eye ailment
and could have some heart
trouble. Release on the cards:
Chief Philippine government
hastage negotiator, Mr Robert
Aventajadg, today said he
hoped six Europeans and a
Filipino held for months by
Muslim rebels would be
released next week. "By next
waek, by God's grace, we can
get the six foreigners and one
Filipino out," Mr Aventajado
told a local radio station.

Mr Aventajade said Mr
Schilling’s seizure had not
affected negotiations for their
release, All but twe of whom
were kiduapped by Abu Sayyaf
gunmen from the Malaysian
diving resort of Sipadan in
April. They include German
Mr Marc Wallert, Frenchman
Mr Stephane Loisy, Mr Finn-
ish Seppo Juheni Franti and
Mr Risto Mirce Vahanen and
Filipino Mr Raland Buago ulah.
They were among 21 mostly fo-
reigners kidnapped on Sipadan
and whisked to Jolo Island in
the Philippines, 960 km south
of Manila,



Phlhppme govt hopeful of end to crisis

THE STAR
ASIA NEWS NETWORK

hD ” \ @
ZAMBOANGA CITY, Aug. 31. — Philippi

government negotiators are confident that
the release of the remaining hostages taken
from Pulau Sipadan 132 days ago are on
track after receiving written assurances
from their Abu Sayyaf abductors.

Chief government negotiator’s media con-
sultant Robert Manangil said Abu Sayyaf
leader Ghalib Andang Comm. Robot sent a
letter to the negotiating panel stating that
he would be releasing the remaining four
European captives.

Mr Manangil today said this was stated in
Rohot's letier to Mr Aventajado that was
breught by emissary retired Army Col
Ernesto Pacuno wha went to the Abu Sayvaf
hideout in Bandang, Talipao, Jast Friday.

“In that letter, Robot and Mujib
tSusukan, another Abu Sayyaf leader)

stated that they had nothing to do with the
kidnapping of American (Jeffrey)
Schilling,” he said.

Mr Mananqgil said Mr Aventdjado was
waiting for the return of former Libyan
envoy Dr Rahjab Azzarouk from Tripoli to
Manila on Thursday evening to discuss the
releases of the remaining Sipadan captives
expected within the next 10 days.

He said the reported abduction of the son
of Talipac mayor Mr Tambrin Tulawi.
Abdul Aziz Tulawi, outside a discotheque
in this svuthern Philippine city early
Thursday moerning would not affect the
release of the Sipadan caplives,

“These latest abductions have nothing to
do with the Sipadan hostages.” Mr
Manangqil said, adding that the Sulu
provincial peace and order council headed
by governor Mr Abdusakur Tan had heen
delegated by the government to handle
Schilling’s abduction.
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Abdusakur had also ordered the Philippine
National Police to probe into Mr Abdul
Aziz's reported abduclion while defence sec-
retary Mr Orlando Mercadoe had also asked
the military to verify the incident.

The gunmen have to date released 16 of
the 21 people they snatched from Sipadan
on April 23, including all nine Malaysians.

Those being held by Robot are a German,
2 French, two Finns and two journalists of
a French television crew abducted on July
9 apart from twelve Filipino evangelists.

A Filipino resort worker on Sipadan
Rolland Ullah was freed by Robot but later
held by ancther Abu Sayyaf leader
Radullan Sahiron in Patikul where
Schilling has been sighted by villagers.

In Manila, execulive secretary Mr
Ronaldo Zamora said the government
would take a stronger stance against the
gunmen once the European captives were
freed.



/ \(\[),-\}o THE PHILIPPINES / ABU SAYYAF TAKES AMERICAN HOSTAGE

WA D
Rebels want U.S. to release conJict

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, AUG. 29, After releasing six hostages
held for the last four months, the Abu Sayvaf
guerilla group, which operates in the southern
Philippines, announced today that it had taken
an American hostage.

An Abu Sayyaf spokesman told a Filipino ra-
dio station that Mr. Jeffrey Craig Schilling, who
he claimed was a CIA agent, would be killed if
the United States did not release Ramzi Yousaf,
convicted of the 1993 World Trade Centre
bombing in New York, and two other convicts,
Mr. Schiliing, who was kidnapped in the city of
Zamboanga, has reportedly been taken by boat
to Jolo island, the hideout of the Abu Sayvaf.

While Philippine authorities stated that a
man who matched the identity given by the
group had entered the country in March, a .5,
embassy spokesman said the report was being
checked. "We have heard of this (kidnapping)
report and obviously we are checking it. But we
can’t confirm it yet,” a U.S. Embassy spokes-
man was quoted as saving i Manila. The other
two convicts, whose release is being demanded
by the guerilla group. have heen identified as
Abdurrahman Omar and Abu Haider.

The group’s spokesman also told the local
radio station that two more demands would be
made in the next three days. *“We will not hes-
itate to execute this American guy if the Philip-
pine and U.S. Governments don't listen to our
demands. If the Philippine President, Mr. Jo-
seph Estrada and the U.S. President, Mr, Bill
Clinton do not listen to our demands, we will
shame the Governments,” the spokesman
maintained. According to him, one American
was “equivalent” to 10 Europeans, the spokes-
marn said ransom was not the main objective
behind the kidnapping. He said the Abu Sayyaf
group wanted to “iry’’ the super power,

The guerilla group still holds six Western
hostages, whose release is expected in the

coming week. The released hostages, who have
arrived in Tripoli, were freed following Libyan
mediation. The new kidnapping, if true, could
also have a bearing on the release of the re-
maining Western hostages. In the past, the
Americans have taken the position that the
Abu Sayyal group was a bunch of terrorists
with whom there could be no negotiations,
A spokesman for the Philippine President
said in Manila: “If it is true that there is really
an American (taken captive) and if he is really
CIA, they (the Abu Sayyaf) should not gloat.
They're going to galvanise international opin-

THE HINDU
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inn against them. The world will unite in the
realisation of what a big problem the Abu Say- .
vaf poses,” Mr. Ricardo Pune said,

Yet another angle o the capture of the Amer-
ican could be the Abu Sayyaf fear that a mas-
sive military operation would he launched
against the group the moment the last Western
hostage is freed. However, today's develop-
ment could mean that the Estrada Govern-
ment may have to be more circumspect in the
short-term in giving the military the go-ahead
for an operation to hunt down the Abu Sayvaf,
who are flush with funds and weapons.



Abu Sayyat

frees another

g\}\ hostage ;@&6

DPA & THE STRAITS TIMES/ANN

JOLO ISLAND/MANILA, Aug.
98. — A South African hostage,
held for more than four months
by Islamic extremisis was freed
today in time to caich a plane
out of the country with his wife
and four other captivesJ
released ahead of him, (¥, ™
Mr Carel Strydom/d 36- I
vear-old accountant, said, "I
was very sad to leave the
other hostages”, but added, “I
am really everwhelmed with
joy. I am excited to see my
wife now”. His was wife,
Monigue, was freed yesterday
with French mechanical engi-
neer, Sonia Wendling, France
2 Television peolitical cerre-
spondent Maryse Burget,
Franco-Lebanese Marie-
Michel Moarbes and German

geagraphy teacher Werner
Wallert. !

Muslim extremists vesterday
freed five Westerners among
31 hostages held in the
dense jungles of southern Jolo
— the same day a voluptuous
starlet cffered the rebels a
“week of pleasure” in an
unuscal bid to liberate the cap-
tives,

Although government nego-
tiators insisted no ransom was
paid, sources said that money
—~ at least US $1 million per
person — did change hands.
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Libya offeré\fﬁelp
/ in Philippine

- hostage crisis

| PHILIPPINE DALY INOUIRER ¢ ~ \7
ASIANEWS RETWORK (1) 7

MANILA, Aug. 19. — Libya
has reportedly offered to
extend some USH25 million in
livelihood assistance to Abu
Sayyal  strongholds in

exchange for the release of the

ostages. Q6

Althongh the Presydent want-
ed Libya to seek tha release of
all 20 captives of\the Abu
Sayyaf, the arrangement even-
toally covered only the remain-
ing 13 hostages abducted from
Sipadan, Mr Zamora said.

Other reports said Libya

hostages.

But Business
World yesterday
quoted Mr Pre-
sident Joseph
Estrada as say-
ing that the Mu-
slim rebels wou-
Id not be able to
avail of the
Libyan  offer
unless they rele-
ased all host-
ages taken from
a Malaysian di-
ving rezort in
April, as well as
the three Fre-
nch journalists
the group abd-
ucted last

RELEASE DELAYED

JOLO, Aug. 19. — Negot-
iators returned empty-hand-
ed today from an attempt to
win the release of 25
hostages held by Muslim
rebels in the Philippine jun-
gle and said they would
have to pegotiate further.
The Abu Sayyaf guerrillas
insisted on freeing the
hostages in two batches
instead of one because of
security conceras, said for-
mer Ligyan ambassador Mr
Rajab Azzaroug, 2 member
of the negotiating panet who
traveled to the rebels’ camp.
“We have to re-negotiate,”

wanted France
10 pay separaie
ransom for a
three-member
French televi-
sion crew that is
in the rebels’
hands.

The Sipadan
hostages include
two French
nationals and a
Lebanese-born
womah who was
granted French
citizenship dur-
ing her captivi-
ty,

A Libyan jet-
liner in the
Philippines to

involved in working out an arr-
angement with the president of
the European Union, Mr
Jacgues Chirae, to end the
four-month long crisis.
Execusive secretary Mr
Ronalde Zamora confirmed
that the leaders had been coor-
dinating with “our leaders and
emizsaries” including former
Libyan ambassador and nego-
tiator Mr Rajab Azzaroug.

He also said Mr Estrads was
in “constani contaci” with the
former Libyan diplomat and
had had several phone discus-
sions with Gen Gaddafi and Mr
Chirac on the safe release of all

month. Mr Azzarouq said. evacuate foreign

Libyan leader | — AP hostages on
Gen Muammar their release by
Gaddafi was said to be Muslim extremists, has

received diplomatic status and
fee exemption, airport officials
said yesterday.

Libya has insisted it had no
role in the hostage mission, but
“the parking fee has been
waived based on an adminis-
trative order exempting for-
eign-owned aircraft on diplo-
matic missions,” said an air-
port official. Press secretary Mr
Ricarde Puneo, justifving
Libya’s key role in the negotia-
tions said, “Libya has a history
of helping the Philippines.”

Mr Azzaroug has said Libya
was helping purely for humani-
tarian reasons.
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SIMiAPOR AUG 1. The Philippine dmbasaador
i Leonides Caday, was
two others were killed ina pow-
ast that rocked Jakarta today.

istians were slaughtered in the
oubled Indonesian island of Ambon, the In-
onesian President, Mr. Abdurrahrian Wahid,
sinted the finger at Muslim separatists bat-
ing the Government in the southern Philip-
mes.

“This, [ think, is related to the problem in
ne sauthern Philippines, mayhe related 1o the
idnapping in Jolo or the problem of the MILF
Moro Islamic Liberation Front),” My, Wahid
vas quoted as saying.

The injured ambassador, meanwhile, was
said to be in a “stable condition’". He was be-
ing treated for broken thigh hones and facial
injuries,

The blast is said to have taken place some
1.5 ke away from the official residence of the
{ndopesian Vice-President, Ms. Megawat Su-
karnoputri,

Wwhile the MILF has densed any role in the
bomb attack, a senior Philippine Government

functionary described the blast as a “senscless
terrorist act that will achieve nothing for s
perpetrators”,

Reports from Ambon today said thar 23
Christians were killed by Muslim attackers in
the disturbed Meluccas. A Christian activiss
said that the killings took place between Mon-
day and Tuesday morning in the jungles near
Waai village.

In a separate development. the “'big five” of
Indonesia met at Yogvakarta and pledged 1o
“rebuild the spirit” of solidarity between all
componems of the country.

Mr. Wahid, Ms. Sukarnopuiri, the National
Assernbly Chairman, My, Amien Rais, the Par-
limment Speaker, Mr. Akbar Tanjungand, and
the bost, the Yogyakarta Sultan Hamengkubu-
~aito X, met to tackle the mounting opposi-
ion against the President.

A joint statement issued after two hours of
talks stated that the feaders realised that the
sharpening conflict amoug palitical elites was
crippling efforts to improve the welfare of the
peaple, "Therefore, we agreed ta rebuild the
spirit of solidarity between all components of
the natian in safeguarding the erritorial integ-
rity of the unitary State of the Republic of In-
donesia, while being aware that differences

voy hurt ;wo killed m Jakarta blast

The Philippine Ambassador to Indonesia, Mr. Leonides Caday, is pulled out
of the wreckage of his car, parked in front of his residence in Jakarta,
atter a bomb went off, — AP

uation, That is something [ndonesia must do if
it is to achieve the necessary fong-term sup-

are essential 1o the attainment of progress,”
the statement said,

"Overcomting the worsening socio-econom-
ic conditions of the people has become the
main priority and the remedy is the joint re-
spensibility of all components of the nation,”
it added.

As the warring Indonesian leaders made an
effort to work rogether, the U8, ambassador to
Indonesia, Mr. Rnbert Gelbard, launched a
sharp attack on Jakarta for its fallure to crack
down on West Thnor-based militias operating
in East Timor.

“What is particularly worrisome is that en
June 2t when there were attacks against Aus-
trafian soldiers and now with the ragic killing
of (New Zealand Private Leonard Manning) we
have seen increasingly well-planned, well-os-
ganised attacks with sophisticated automatic
weapons,” Mr. Gelbard said in remarks pub-
lished in an Australian newspaper tbday.

“What that demonstrates to my Govern-
ment is thai the Indonesian Government is
still not prepared to take control of the sjt-

port for its own situation,” he stated.

“There are still elements within the TN (the
Indonesian military) that are continuing o
support the milidas. it is lamentable and in-
excusable that they do not take measures 1o
enforce the territorial integrity and sovereign-
ty of East Timor...."" the ambassador remarked.

Reuters reporis:

Three persons were killed and dozens
wounded  when  unidentified  attackers
bombed a town festival and a commercial
centre in the southern Philippines, police said
today. The bomb went off in the mmddle of a
crowd in Monkayo town, 930 km from Mantla,
Police said two of the victims died on the spot
while one died in hospital.

An houar hefore the Mankaya blast, a busi-
nessmain was injured when a grenade expl
ed at a commercial section in Jolo to in
Sulu Islands. Police said thev did nof-fee any
connection between the two bla#s, The at-
tackers escaped, police said.

< 7 AUG 200




A anila envoy
©  1jured
Jakarta blast™

Jakarta, Aug. 1 (Reuters) A
bomb exploded outside the Jakar-
ta residence of the Philippines am-
bassador to Indonesia today,
killing a woman and wounding

dozens of people, inclugi ani-
lasenvoy. & & W}@
Reuters reportets at th ne
in central Jakarta said the resi-
dence had been partially de-
stroyed, while nearby homes and
government buildings were also

damaged in an attack that adds to

political tensions irt,&be mba
country. '\ ,ﬁ? ﬁ%

Paulus Waterpauw, polie
chief for Jakarta's Menteng dig-
triet, sald Philippines Ambagy-
sador Leonides Caday and his dri
ver had been taken to hospital. Po-
lice said the two had been in a
Mercedes car that was virtually
destroyved outside the residence.

When asked if the envoy was
badly injured, he said: “Tt seems
sq.”

He gave no details on their con-
dition. Police refused to say if the
biasi was caused by a bomb i the
vehicle or what the motive toy the
attack might have been.

The bomb exploded in a street
l which is home to a number of am-

bassadors and other senior diplo-
mats. The Bulgarian ambas-
sadoyr’s house next door was dam-
] aged, while the official residence
' of Indonesian Vice-President
" Megawati Sukarnoputri is a few
biocks away. The National Klec-
tion Commission was damaged.
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Jolo rebels declare jihad agamst nil

Negotiators say talks to free remaining hosmge 5t

Jolo (Philippines), July 28 Muslim rebels
holding hostages in the southern Philippines
have declared a phad, or holy war, aguinst the
goverament bt negotiators smd or Friday that
tadks 10 free the captives were continuing.

The Abu Sayvaf rebels said in a statemient sent
w repotiers that they supported a call for a jihad
by a lurger Muslan rebel group fighting fov an
independent Muslim state in the southem
Phitippines, the Moro Istamic Liberation Front.
“This (jikad) has already been overdue.” the
statement said, winhout any reference o the
hostages. The MILF declared 2 jihad two wecks
age, Saying it was not a true war gzainst other
refigions but a strugele against oppression.
exploitation and injustice.

Robert Avenlzjado, the government's rop
negotistor working for the release of the
hostages. said the call for a jihad would not
affect his talks with the rebels. “We cannot dic-
tate to them,” he sad, “But {from my point of
view, it will not affect the regotiations.”

The rebels are holding three Malayvsians, two
Germans, three French nationals includiag a
Lebanon-borm woman who was given French
citizenship while In captivity, two Finng, two

South Africans and two Filipinos kidnapped
from Malavsia more than three months ago.
From a group of 24 kidnapped on Aprij 23 and
spirited o their hideouts .on lole, they have
released a Gerrmon woraan and six Malavsians.
They have also reteased thiree Filipino hostages
kidnapped on nearby Basttan istand. On Thurs-
<y, the rehels sot free o Germian reperter who
was kidnapped earbier in fuly while covering
the hostage saga. They however st hold five
other Journalists  similaly  abducted.  three

PHILIPPINES CRISIS

French and two Filipino,

Mr Avenajade renewed appeals w journalists
o leave Jolo, a rugged 1sland 960 km south of
Manita. and report on the hostage ciisis from
the nearby city of Zamboanga because of the
danger of more kidnaps. *1 appeal 10 people in
medta 1o voluntarily go o Zamboanga so tha
you wili not be exposed to this kind of siina-
tion," he said. About a dozen jonmalisis, mast-
ly Filipinos working for local and international
news organisations, remain in Jolo.

Local officials have said large ransoms of up

Zrz

to $1 miltion per person have heen pded Yor the
freedom of those aircady refeased hd thiw the
rebels are n talks for more mones.

denied that cash has beon pud fory
releases. A ' q

Meaawhile. the Philippiue i(rl{:'
Estrada has secured 2 new bach ol \mditary
supplies including o Coast Guard paurpl bom
andd eight helicopters after wadkes with US\seure-
tary of defense Williom Cobien.

Peatagan  spokesman Ken Bavhn (ol
reporters on Thureday that amony other ssues,
the two mea discussed terrorism ad he possi-
bility that Philippine forees conld he oftered U5
training on Bosiage resoue apelaions.

Mr Estruda is visiting the United Swates as
sequrily forces in the southem Phifippines wre
focked in a slandefT with Abu Sayvaf Mushm
extrernists hoiding more than 20 mostiy foreign
hostages. Philippine officials said before the
visit they hoped the United States. 3 close ally.
would help bolster their forees 1o denl with g
costly Mustim fnsurgoncies raging i the south
of the country. Mr Bacor said the surpius mili-
tary equipment being transis

el tor the Philip-
pines. {Retters. AP}
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Presidential aide to hold

tq/lg

R

»~¢=\HE PHINPPINES' chief
% Government negotiator
. today took Rersonal charge
of efforts to win the reiease of 21
hostages from seven nations held
by Muslim extremist rebels in a
steamy southern jungle.

Roberto Aventajado, a senior
adviser to President Joseph
. Estrada, travelled to the designat-
ed venue for formal talks with the
Abu Sayvaf extremists upon arrival
in Jolo island, Sulu province, 1,000
km south of Manila.

Aventajado was not accompa-
nied by four other Government
negotiators, who have held face-to-
face meetings with the Abu Sayyaf
in past weeks.

He was escorted by the Army and
police, backed by an armoured
prersonmnel carrier.

"It will just he me," he told 2
Manila radio station before flying
into Jolo from consultations with
Fstrada in Manila.

with Filipino rebels

W
Jqfo {Philippinek), May 22

"T have to personally talk with the
Abu Sayvai commanders so 1 can
Iook into their eyes and find out
which amang their demands are
hard and soft and I can advice the
President," he added,

A total of 500 armed policemen
was earlier deployed to secure the
village of Taglibi in Patikul town,
which sources have identified to be
the venue of the talks.

Sulu provincial police chief
superintendent Candido Casimiro
said 70 special action forces from
the nearby island of Basilan have
arrived in Jolo and were also on
standby "just in case additional
security is necessary”.

With the Abu Sayyaf demanding
that the military be kept out of the
sile, Army brigadier general
Narciso Abaya said soldiers will
only escort Aventajado up 1o a cer-
tain point,

While Aventajado was alveady an
his way to Patikul town, it was not

clear if the formal negotiations on Apgl23. ¢
with the Abu Sayyaf will immedi- i

ately start. He told reporters he
still has to be briefed by "my peo-
ple”.

Asked what was Estrada’s direc-
tive, Aventajado said, "the word of
the President is to release -the
hostages”.

Aventajado said he would priori-
tise the release of two ailing
Furopean hostages - German,
Renate Wallert, who is suffering
from hypertension, and
Frenchman, Stephane Loisy, who
has a urinary tract infection - in
talks with the Abu Sayyaf.

"I am confident we will have
results in the next few days.” he
said.

Wallert and Loisy are being held
captive with two other Germans, a
French woman, two Finns, a South

African c¢ouple, a Lebanese
woman, nine Malaysians and two
Filipinos. -

They were abdugfed fram the

(DPA}
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/Blasis kill 5 in

JOLO, May 18. — Bombs ex-
ploded today in two southern
Philippine cities, including the
capital of an island where Mus-
lim rebels have kept 21 hosta-
ges, killing five people and
injuring 57.

Three grenades exploded in a
public market on Jola island,
where Abu Sayyaf guerrillas
are holding the 21 captives. for-
eigners. At least four people
were killed and 37 injured in
the explesions, police said.
Many of the injured were ven-
dors in the Jolo city market.

Abu Sayyaf rebels are holding
nine Malaysians, three Ger-
mans, two French, two South
Africans, two Finns, two Filipi-
nos and a Lebanese in hills
above Jolo town, where two of
the three explosions occurred.

The rebels were reported to
have demanded a ransom of $2
tnillion for the release of an ail-
ing German woman, Mrs Ren-
ate Wallert, among their cap-
tives but negotiators rejected
it, saying the Philippines and
the hostages’ government were
unanimous in adepting a no-
ransom policy.

Negotiators earlier said they
were hopeful the talks would
start today but later said they
might not be held until tomor-
row or Saturday.

Jolo police chief said three
men threw the grenades from
the market’s second floor. Two
of them exploded in a rice stall
and the third in crowded alley.

Argund the same time, anoth-
er bomb exploded in a confec-
tionery shop in front of an
unoccupied police station in
Zamboanga city on neighhoring

S Philippines’

Volunteers rush a woman to haspital after she was injured in grenade
explosions at a public market in Jelo on Thursday. — APIPTI

Mindanao island. A woman
was killed and at least 20 peo-
ple were injured. The explosion
gouged a one-metre hole in the
wall. Police were investigating
the type of explosive used.

" In Jolo, many of the injured,
some unconscicus and some
with serious head wounds,
were taken to hospital,

Malaysian doctors: While

the governmpent team was pre-
paring to begin full-scale nego-
tiations, a team of Malaysian
and Filipino doctors headed
today for the rebel lair to
examine the hostages.

Besides medicine, food and
¢lothing, a four-member med-
ical team from the Malaysian
Red Creacent and three local
doctors brought two ambu-

lances but didn’t say why.

Government negotiators too
brought ambulances with them
when they drove up to the
rebel stronghold last week,
hoping the guerrillas would
free Mrs Wallert. But the
rebels refused to do so.

The hostages were kidnapped
from a Malaysian diving resort
on 23 April and.taken to Jolo,

Abu Bayyaf is also holding
nine Filipinoes, mostly school-
children, on the nearby Basilan
island. Fifteen of their other
captives were rescued by the
military but six were killed by
the guerrillas; two beheaded.

On Tuesday the rebels said.
their “struggle” was to force
Manila to sign a peace deal and
recognise an Islamic state.
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u rebels, govt set
new terms for talks

AL S
ASSOCIATED PRESS Y \ k(f\ C
i
JOLO, May 15. — The Philippine governmen%d Abu Sayyaf

rebels today set new conditions for starting talks 4n the release
the 21 hostages being held in a southern Philippine jungle.

The military must stop all operations in provinces where the
rebels are holding caplives and allow them to meet the armed
forces chief of staff and the national police chief face to face, Abu
Sayyaf spokesman, Abu Ahmad, said. The government must also
allow Abu Sayyaf leaders on the Basilan island to travel to Jolo so
that they can take part in the talks, Ahmad said.

The government, meanwhile, insisted on a single written set of
demands from the rebels rather than the piecemeal, informal
demands they have been making. “We want them to make collec-
tive decisions ... otherwise how can we hold negotiations,” Mr
Robert Aventajado, one of the negetiators, said. Mr Aventajado
who flew to Manila late yesterday to consult President Joseph
Estrada, said he has the President's blessing to return to Jolo
tomorrow and hopes to begin formal talks based on written
demands from the rebels the following day.

Mr Estrada, who is to fly to China on an official visit tomorrow,
has heen criticised for leaving ithe country at a time of crisis.

The Moro Islamic Liberation Front announced today that it
would withdraw its forces from the highway, bordering its main
camp, so that negotiations could resume,

The Abu Sayyaf is vet to present formal demands for the

hostages’ release but has indicated it will put forward several con-
ditions already rejected by the government.
Scribes warned: The Philippine foreign secretary today warned
that his government cannot take responsibility for the safety of
journalists who attempt to visit the hide-out where the hostages
are being held. “We informed the journalists’ respective ambas-
sadors that if there are additional hostages, we carnot really be
responsible,” Mr Siazen said. \
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COTABATO (Philippines), May
14. — Moro Islamic Liberation
Front guerrillas today with-
drew from a village they had
seized yesterday in southern
Philippines and abandoned 183
civiliang they had taken hos-
tage, an army spokesman said.

“Our troops are now occupy-
ing the area and all the 183
hostages are

REUTERS and AFP

Moro rebels

\S\¢

Muslim rebdls on a Philippine
island returngd to the regional
capital today.

Officials said the remaining
two might not have been
abducted.

After a day of conflicting
reports, President Joseph
Estrada’s office in Manila
said earlier today that 13
journalists had gone missing
yesterday on Jolo island where
Abu  Sayyaf
rebels are hold-

safe,” Captain
Naoel Detoyato
said. The esti-
mated 100
guerrillas of the
More Islamic
Liberation
Front, who had
accupied the
village of
Pamantingan
vesterday,
retreated in two
groups  into
nearby moun-
tains when sol-
diers moved in
early today.
The village
lies about 390
km northeast of
Jolo island,
where the Abu
Sayyaf guerril-
las have held
21 mostly for-

eign hostages —

ABU HOSTAGES

KUALA LUMPUR, May 14.
— Nine Malaysians, who are
among 21 people held
hostage by Filipino Muslim
rebels, have urged the
Malaysian government to get
the Philippine army to halt
attacks against Abu Sayyaf
rebels. They have alse
appealed to Manila to ask its
troops not to attack the
rebels so that talks for their
release may begin.

Meanwhile, negotiators who
were holding talks with the
rebels on Jolo island left
today for consultations with
President Joseph Estrada
and warned not to expect a
quick settlement to the cri-
sis. Libyan negotiator Mr
Rajab Azzaroug said “it could
be a long-drawn session of
talks.” — DPA

ing 21 hostages
from various
countries. Sulu
police chief, Mr
Candide Casi-
miro, said secu-
riiy has been
stepped up to
prevent foreign

journalists from

reaching the
Abu  Sayyaf
hideout.

The journal-
ists were am-
ong the many
who have con-
verged on the
island since the
21  hostages
were seized on
23 April.

Presidential
adviser Mr
Robert Aven-
tajado, who is

for three weeks.

Both the Milf and the Abu
Sayvyaf are fighting for an inde-
pendent homeland in the large-
ly Catholic nation.

‘Missing’ journalists return:
Eleven of the 13 foreign jour-
nalists feared captured by

one of the negotiators, said “We
tried fo control the journalists’
movements but they managed
through sheer rescurcefulness
to get there, It has happened in
the past. Perhaps they are
still doing their journalistic
work.”
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~Abu rebels flee
with hostage

Q& P

/‘
DPA & AFP d, l*’

JOLO, May 11. — Abu Sayyaf
rebels again gave the army the
slip, moving 21 hostages —
most of them foreigners — to a
new hideout late yesterday, as
the military and police prepared
to re-deploy forces around the
guerrillas. Negotiators are set
for a second round of talks with
the rebels today.

A police Intelligence officer
said the extremists left an
encampment on Mount
Tunggol in the coastal town of
Patikul, Jolo island late vester-
day. The hostages are now
being held on the adjacent
Mount Gasam, 8 kilometres
from where Filipine and
Libyan negotiators yvesterday
held the first face-to-face meet-
ing with the kidnappers.

“The hostages are being
guarded by an estimated 400
fully armed Abu Sayyaf guer-
rillas,” the officer said. “The
rebels are very mobile to pre-
vent the military and police
from setting up another drag-

N ¢

net arpund them.”

Aby Sayyaf men had on
Mondhy eluded ancther mili-
tary cqrdon in the nearby town
of Talipao, when they drove
through & post manned by for-
mer Muslim rebels working
with government forces.

The rebels are expected to
meet negotiators for a second
round of talks today, amid con-
flicting signals about the fate of
a German captive who needs
urgent medical attention.

The Abu SBayyaf had told
Philippine negotiator Ghazali
Ibrahim and retired Libyan
diplomat Rajab Azzarouq at a
groundbreaking meeting yes-
terday that they needed 24
hours to decide on a request to
release 57 year-old teacher Mrs
Renate Wallert. Mrs Wallert,
who is believed to have suf-
fered a stroke, is being held
along with her husband and
01,

Just hours after the negotia-
tors raised hopes for Mrs
Wallert’s release, an Abu
Sayyvaf spokesman said in a

g m(,»/jmu

surprise announcement over
radio that she was feigning ber
illness and would not be freed.
Philippine officials, hawever,
are confident of her freednm.
“If we are lucky we should win
her release this afternoon,”
President Joseph Estrada’s
adviser, Mr Roberto
Aventajado, said. Mr Estrada
has sent Mr Aventajade with a
jet to fly the hostage to hespital
in Manila if necessary.
{Reuters guotes Mr
Aventajado as fsaying that
Philippine troops on patrcl
may have discouraged the
rebels from responding ts a
government request to free the
ailing German woman. “It’s
possible the 24-haur deadline
was not followed because of
some kind of misundersianding
by the military,” he said. Mr
Aventajado said the military

. had patrolled the wrong area

today. “That may have sent the
wrong signal. We have asked
the military to go somewhere
else while we are doing the
negotiations.”)
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"Abu men breach
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
JOLO (Philippines), May 9. —
A group of Islamic rebels have
broken through a military cor-
don in the southern Philippines
i taking three of their 21
hastages with them.

Details of Sunday’s breakout
i were only released today after
the new government negotiator
headed for the Abu Sayyaf
camp, and special European
envoy Mr Javier Solana arrived
in Manila to try to end the 16-
day hostage crisis.

The armed forces said in a
statement that Abu Sayyaf ter-
rorists with “three Caucasian-
looking hostages™ — two
women and one man — broke
through a section of the cordon
controlled by forces allied with
government troops. There was
no word on the fate of the other
18 mostly foreign captives.

The cordon was being manned
by former Islamic guerrillas
who are helping government
forces surround the rebels on
Jolo island. The army report
Pamed the former rebels of the
Moro National Liberation
Front for not taking “appropri-
ate action or put up resistance
against the Abu Sayyaf, allow-
ing the latter to escape from
the dragnet put up by govern-
ment forces”,

Defence secretary Mr Orlando
Mercado said he was trying to
confirm the report. The army
said two Abu Sayyaf rebels
were seen passing with three
hostages near a MNLF camp in
a village in Talipao town on
Jolo island. They were seen
running towards the adjacent

~‘army cordon

AGENCE FRANCEPRESSE _\ | 3\ '

Former Muslim rebels, now integrated into the Philippine armed forces, on
Monday with residents, as they guard a road that leads to the hideouts of the
21 hostages in Patikul, Sulu province. — AP{PT]

town of Patikul. “The group
even destroyed the perimeter
fence of the camp,” the report
said,

The MNLF signed a peace pact
with the government in 1996.
Since then, some 7,000 ex-
guerrillas have been integrated
into the military and the police.
Mr Nur Misuari, who was
appointed as chief government
negotiator, is a former MNLF
chieftain. Earlier, he had
deployed at least 3,000 non-
integrees to the area to rein-
force the entrapment aimed at
preventing the kidnappers
from moving their captives to

another hideout. A report on
the breakout was sent to the
armed forces chief of staff last
night, the statement said.
Former Nato secretary-general
Solana arrived in Manila with
biankets, food and medicines
for the hostages. He is to meet
Philippine President Mr
Joseph Estrada and other
senior officials late today, and
is expected to convey the Ells
support for Manila’s efforts to
free the hostages.

The 21 hostages were kid-
napped from a Malaysian div-
ing resort on 23 April and
taken to delo island.

!
|
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Hostages run as army
< shell Abu hideout

o W\
I RICHARD BEESTON L.-
.. THE TIMES, LONDON

.
JOLO, May 8 -- Twenty for-
eign hostages held outside a
southern port in the
Philippines were caught up in
a battle yesterday after their
jungle hideout was sheiled by
soldiers and they ran for cover.
f Harrowing pictures taken by
! two Filipino journalists showed
the hostages looking exhausted
and scared as they raced for
safety beneath trees, surround-
ed by scores of armed rebels.
One middie-aged German
woman appeared to be unable
to endure her ordeal much
longer. Writhing in agony and
laid out on a makeshift stretch-
er, Mrs Renate Wallert, who
: has a heart condition, was

tended to by her father and
S0, {who could only comfort her
usmg tree leaves as fans, A

f; #ilipino reporter who met her

gsaid he doubted that she would
survive much longer.

At least five mortar rounds

’ landed close to the hostages,

i who are believed to be held

near Mount Daho, a wooded

volcagzx antain 13 km east
of the pott qf Joio.
Sunday nkzht's TV pictures

President Esfrada to resolve
the crisis. Jusk as the shootout
was taking place, he arrived in
the nearby city of Zamboanga
wearing combat fatigues and
promising to take charge of the
crisis personally, before it caus-
es further damage to his presi-
dency.

Abroad, foreign governments
are running out of patience
with Manila's handling of the
hostage-taking, in part because
the negotiations have failed to
make headway while the army
has been pressing te resolve
the stand-off by force.

On Sunday, Mr Estrada said
he was willing to make peace
with the rebels operating
across the southern province of
Mindanao, but if not he would
"give them the full might of the
armed forces".

The hostage drama is by far
the most sericus international
crisis he has faced since coming
to power two years ago and the
general upsurge in violence

across the southern Philippines
is turning into his greatest test
at home, :

Part of the problem is that
the negotiations have been so
badly handled it ‘s still not
clear what exactly he kidnap-
pers want. Mr Nur Misuari, the
loecal Governor and chief nego-
tiator, has been accused of hav-
ing his own personal agenda in
the talks and appears to be at
odds with the military.

A military document, seen by
The Times at an army base in
Jolo at the weekend, left little
doubt that the army is itching
to finish off the rebels in hattle.
After a detailed description of
clashes last week between the
abductors and army special
forces, the report ended with an
appeal from a seniar officer ask-
ing for permissior to order "the
final assault” on the rebel base.

Local seldiers and politicians
agree that the primary objec-
tive of the kidnappers is to
secure a large cash ransom and
that their political demands
are irrelevant.

The lack of any sense of move-
ment has prompted foreign

governments whose nationals
are being held to take their’
own initiative. Over the week- -
end a delegation from Malaysia
arrived in Jolo, and made it
clear that if it could negotiate a
deal for Malaysians it would do
g0,

The European Union also’
seemed ready to take its own
initiative. Javier Solana, its
foreign policy representative,
will fly to Manila "to convey to’
the Philippines Government
the EU's message concerning
the safety of the hostages".

The German, French,:
Finnish, Lebanese, South -
African and Malaysian nation-..
als were on a diving holiday in
a neighbouring Malaysian
island when they were seized
by Muslim rebels of the Abu
Sayyaf group two weeks ago. - 7

Since their captivity the¥
have been forced to endure
primitive conditions in Jolo's
thick forest, where food and
water are scarce. They have
heen attacked repeatedly by .
the army, while their kidnap-
pers have refused appeals tev
free the two sick hostages.



ilippine troops try to-head

off escaping kidnappers '

ASSOCIATED PRESS
| TALIPAD, PHILIPPINES, MAY &
i

HILIPPINE troops on Sat”

through military lines and are be-
lieved to be escaping with 21
hostages, including 10 foreign
-tourists, military officialssaid. -
The officials confirmed that at
least some Abu Sayyaf rebels had
been able toescape through a mili-
tary cordon around the area on
Jolo istand in the southem Philip-
| pineswhere they had been holding
| theircaptives. ,

The Muslim extremists were
believed to be taking the hostages,
abducted April 23 from a resort is-
fand in neighbouring Malaysia,
into the hills of Patikul town, the
officials said. A group of escaping
rebels clashed briefly fast night
with Army troops, but there were
no casualties, 1 t Hassam Laquian
said.

A team of negotiators at-

urday attempted to head off
! Muslim rebels who broke.

tempted to meet with the kidnap-
perslate on Saturday, but were un-
able to_reag;h them because of the
rising tensions in the area. Repre-

sentatives of the negotiators who -

visited the rebelson Thursday said
the guerrillas were already outside
he military cordon and had all 21
captiveswith them. :
Contacts between the kidnap-
pers and the negotiators were cut
earlier this week-after hundreds of
troops encircled the area where
the hostages had been held in a
simple bamboo hut. A series of
clashes erupted on Tuesday and
Wednesday as the rebels at-
tempted to escape. The rebels

- have threatened to behead two
foreign hostages if the military

does not remove its troops from
the area.”

AFP adds: COMMERCIAL
flights to this southern Philippine
island, where 21 hostages are being
held by Muslim extremists, are to
be suspended due to seeurity prob-
lems, an official said on Saturday.

Asian Spirit, the sole carrier
running flights out of Zamboanga
to the islands of Jolo and Tawi-
Tawi, will suspend operations in-
definitely from Sunday, Cesar
Ventura, the airline’s station super-
visor, told AFE This is “because of
the escalating Mindanao crisis,” he
said, as the last fhight left here for
Zamboanga early on Saturday.

Abu Sayyaf Mustim rebels kid-
napped 21 people from a
Malaysian resort on April 23 and
brought them across the sea bor-
der to Jolo. The rdilitary has tight-
ened its cordon around the abduc-
tors.  “The  ATO  (Adr
Transportation  Office] cannot
guarantee our security so the com-
pany decided to stop flight opera-
tions indefinitely, We cannot take
any nisk,” Ventura said. Asian
Spirit used a turbo-prop YS-11-
500 aircraft for its flights to Jolo
and Tawi-Tawi four Times a week,
Without the Asr link, travellers to
and from Jolo will be confined to
ferries.

MNDIAN EXPRISS®

=7 MAY 200



dectare 48-hour

ceaseﬁr? 7
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ASSOCIATED PRESS

COTABATO, May
Muslim separatist rebels who
battled government troops i
the snuthern Philippines this
week today declared a 48-hour
ceagefire.

Wy Al Haj Murad, vice-chair-

nan for military affairs of the

ore Islamic Liberation Front
({MILF), said the cease-fire
would take effect tomorrow
Morning.

Mr Murad said the unilateral
cease-fire was a response te
public appeals, inclnding from
Manila Archbishep Jaime,
Carginal Sin, former president
Mrs Corazon Agnino, and
Muszlimn religious leaders, to
halt armed hostilities and
return to the negotiating table.

The MILF is the larger of two
Muslim groups fighting for an
independent Islamic natien in
southern Philippines, Separa-
tely, the governmment i8 trying
o {ree two groups of hostages
held by a smalley Muslim rebe)
group, the Abn Sayyaf.

Ahilippine rebels %
!
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ment reafffirmed
its resolve to tredg the hostage cri-
sis as a fight against ‘terrorism,’
irrespective of thd political com-
plexion of the separatist group
suspected to. be behind it, Manila
today came under international
pressure to refrain from using
force to ensure a safe release of
the captives.

The Malaysian Prime Minister’s
special envoy, Mr. Amin Mulia,
today visisted the Filipino city of
Zamboanga where he held talks
with Mr. Nur Misuari, the desig-
nated chief negotiator appointed
by the Philippines Government to
try and secure the release of 21
international hostages, including
10 Malaysians, being held by a
suspected faction of the Abu Say-
yaf group of Muslim separatist re-
bels. Mr. Amin Mulia had earlier
met the Philippines President,
Mr. Joseph Estrada, in Manila,
and Malaysia indicated its prefer-
ence for non-military means of
resolving the crisis.

A representative of Germany,
whose nationals were among the

N

Relatives cry over the body of hostage Editha Lomame, a
school principal in the Basilan island, during a church service
on Thursday in Isabela, the capltal of the province. Lomame
was found dead along with a Roman Catholic priest and two

other teachers following a riverside firefight between
Government troopers and the Abu Sayyaf rebels (who held him
as hostage) on Wednesday. — AP

intermational hostages, today em-
phasised the need for an avoid-
ance of force which could
‘jeopardise the security’ of the
captives.

Mr., Nur Musuari, who is also

the Governor of the Muslim Min-
danao Autonomous Region, indi-
cated to the Malaysian special
envoy that the negotiators were at
present trying to re- establish
contact with the band holding the

THE HINDU
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ssure on Mamla not to use force

éerm hostages These !

contacts snapped during the |
clashes between the Filipine mil-
itary units and the hostage-takers.

Mr. Nur Misuari, who had earli-
er wanted to give up the job of
chief negotiator if the captors in
question would not like to deal
with him, today indicated his in-
clination to renounce the man-
date of an intermediary and a
peace emissary if a military solu-
tion were the option preferred by
the Filipino authorities to tame
these captors operating in the Jo-
lo island in southern Philippines.

As for the logistical ground real-
ities, there was no official word
even today on whether or not two
of the international hostages had
died as suspected in the wake of
reported claims by the rebels.
There was also no confirmation
about the ‘escape’ of two other
hostages.

Regarding the other batch of
all-Filipino hostages in the hands
of the Abu Sayyaf group in the
Basilan segment of southern Phi-
lippines, at least four adult cap-
tives, out of an estimated 27, were
reported to have been found exe-
cuted by the rebels.

I
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.+  captors

DEUTSCHE PRESSE AGENTUR

JOLO (Philippines), May 2. —
Government troops today
clashed with Muslim extremist
rebels holding 21 ailing
hostages in a southern
Philippine jungle, but there
was no immediate information
about the captives, police said.

At least one soldier was
killed, while four others and an
undetermined number of Abu
Savyaf extremists were wound-
ed in the skirmish in the
remote village of Tiis Kuttong
in Jolo island, Sulu province,
1,000 km south of Manila, a
police report said. There was
no immediate information on
the hostages, since fighting
raged between the two sides.

The report said the firefight
was triggered by “a chance
enceunter” between the sol-
diers and the guerrillas in Tiis
Kuttong, one km away from
Bardang village where the
hostages were being held in a
small bamboo hut.

But a wounded stetfer said
the troops were just resting in
their camp when two Abu
Sayyaf groups attacked them.

The clash erupted amid an
appeal by the hostages for the
Philippine government to puil
out some 1,000 soldiers and
policemen patrolling around the
Abu Sayyvaf’s hideout. The
hostages also said that the
Philippine government must “not
undertake any stupid action”.

“We do not want to die here,”
said German hostage Werner
Wallert, echoing sentiments of
the other captives from France,
South  Africa, Pinland,
Lebanon, Malaysia and the
Philippines, seized from the
Malaysian island resort of
Sipadan by the Abu Sayyaf.

“We are in a very serious situ-
ation,” added an exhausted
Wallert, a 57-year-old teacher.
“This is not an adventure. We
are risking our lives here. If the
philippine government should
try to march in, this will be a
bloodshed, nothing else.”

SIMa I
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REUTERS

ZAMBOANGA, April 30, —
The Philippine government’s
chief hostage negotiator today
said soldiers had surrounded
the Islamic rebels holding 21
captives on sgouthern Jolo
island but repeated his warn-
ing against military interven-
tion.

Mr Nur Misuari, a former
rebel, alse threatened to end
negotiations unless the guerril-
las started releasing the cap-
tives. “These people...are
already encircled from all
sides,” he said, adding that this
was a tactical move intended to
limit the movement of the
guerrillas.

“Hither we expedite the
release of these people or we
terminate the negotiations,”
Mr Misuari remarked.

He also repeated his threat to
resign as negotiator if the mili-
tary launched an attack. The
military have said they are not
planning any intervention.

Mr Misuarl’s emissaries have
reported that most of the
hostages have diarrhoea and
cne of the Finnish hostages
was “sick with bleeding ulcer.”

BEarlier, one of the emissaries
who met the rebels said the
latter had submitted a fresh
list of demands but Mr Misuari
denied having received them.
Asked if the demands included
a ransom, Mr Abdurahman
said, “T don't know".

He said the written demands
were “additional” to the previ-

Negotiator
. says no"’
Hack

ous demands, which

full autonomy for Muslim
areas in the country’s south
and a ban on fishing by big for-
eign vessels in the Sulu sea.
Indonesia help: Indonesia
today offered its help to rescue
the 21 people kidnapped from
the Sipadan island resort,
adding that it considered the
island an Indonesian territory.

“The Indenesian government
is deeply concerned over an act
hy a suspected Filipino armed
rebel group that makes
Sipadan island an arena of
achieving political gains,” the
foreign ministry stated,

“The kidunapping of innacent
persons at the island is a danger-
ous act which threatens human
lives and therefore should not be
tolerated. Indonesia is prepared
to co-aperate to immediately save
the hostages.”

A journalist who saw the cap-
tives vesterday said they were

all still alive but many had fall- =

en sick,

Peace talks suspended: |

Reports from Cotabato say
that the biggest Philippine
Muslim rebel group have sus-
pended peace talks with the
government today after weeks
of fighting with the military
on the southern Mindanao
igland. The Moro Islamic
Liberation Front, one of two
groups fighting for an Islamie
state in the south of
Philippines, accused the mili-
tary of violating a 1997 cease-
fire agreement by attacking
several of its camps.
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POLITICAT Jagenda of
separatism with
internationa

implications is behind
the twin hostage crises facing
the Philippines President, Mr.
Joseph Fstrada, as also the
affected citizens of different
states and their Governments.
At stake are the passions
defining the lslamic identity of
the ‘Muro’ peaple in a
predominantly Catholic
Philippines and the relevance
of the United States as both a
hate-target of the abductors
and as a powerful friend, not
master, of the Filipino state.

Treating one of the two
chalienges as un ugly
manifestation of an insurgency
against the Philippines, Mr,
Estrada has opted for a mititary
solution after failing through
parleys to secure the release of
an estimated 27 surviving
captives from the hands of the
dreaded "Abu Sayyaf group.”
As for the other trauma — rthe
abduction of 21 persons of
various nationalities by a band
of suspected pirates with links
to "Abu Sayyal” — Mr. Estrada
has appointed a leader known
for his erstwhile links o the
anti-Manila rebellion itself for
negotiations.

The Estrada administraiion’s
prime concern is to secure the
release of all hostages in both
cases without agreeing to the
demands which, in Manila's
view, will cormpromise the
international fight against
terrorism. Maniia's message (o
the "Maro® militants in
southern Philippines is that
their distinctive Islamic identity
can be fostered in other ways,

Mr. Estrada’s chief negotiator
— Mr. Nur Misuari who
formerly headed (the Maoro
National Liberation Front
{(MNLF) and signed a peace
accord with Manila in
September 1996 — said on
April 28 that he would use his
skills at “Islamic persuasive
diplomnacy’ to 1ty and secure
the phased release of the 21
taken hostage from Sipadan
island off the Sabah cnastline of
Malaysia on the night of April
23. Malaysians and foreign
tourists (including Western and
West Asian holiday-makers) at
a hotel in the diving resort of
Sipadan were kidnapped and
ferried to Sulu islund in
southern Philippines. Manila
and Kuala Lumpuy, acting in
Conecert 1o rescue these
hostages, zeroed in on their
location through uerial and
naval suiveillance.
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Significantly, with Muslim-

A political agenda

of separatism with
international
implications is
behind the hostage
crisis the Philippines
is facing. At stake
are the passions
defining the Islamic
identity of the
‘Moro’ people.
P. S, SURYANARAYANA
reports.

nationals, has for the present
gone heyond the option of
negotiations. The captors,
clearly identified as an 'Abu
Sayyaf’ band, snared their
victims in the southern Basilun
island nearly a month ago and
demanded thar the 11.S. release
three prisoners including Ramuzi
Yusuf who had been convicted
of masterminding the World
Trade Centre bombing in New
York in 1993. The (1.5, and
Manila would not oblige. The
group was reported to have
executed at least two of the 31
persons it took captive,

Mr. Estrada, already
witnessing a rising tide of
prolest at home over his

Hostage to separatism

brandishing a sword, was
founded in 1991, According to
those who haid known him, the
‘Abu Sayyaf founder, Adul ,
Rajak Janjaiani. since killed in a
police ambush in Basilan, was
acrually renowed for bearing a
string of beads for [slamic
pravers and for maintaining
that he was engaged in “a
sacred struggle” which would
he carried forward hy someone
else in the event of his death as
Ta martyr.”

The rise of ‘Abu Sayyaf’,
despite the existence of the
MNLF since 1469 and the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front (MILE)
since 1980 [ollowing a split two
vears earlier, is in itself a telling
comimentary on the disaffection
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Ultras belonging to the ‘Abu Sayyaf’ teil the press of their demands... maximalist posturing.

majority Malaysia secking to
explore all search-and-rescue
aptions and indicating its
disinclination to strike a
unilateral deal with the Islamist
captors, Manila has felt
embroldened to seek
negotiations wilh those who
raided Sipadan as the first
methad, As the present
Governor of the Autonromaous
Region of Muslim Mindanao
which was sanctitied by the
1996 Accord, Mr. Misuari has
also sent a signad to the
Sipaidan raiders that e would
deal with them in a “brotherly”
fashion.

The parallel case of the 27
surviving hostages, all Filipino

actions on various fronts,
vielded some grouod to "Abu
Sayyal at that stage by sending
a film star to negotiate with it

The movie actor had earlicr
embraced Islam during a brief
prisan term, and this had
endeared him to the group. But
the (alks made no headway and
the Filipino military launched
an offensive, soll on, against
nne of the bases of the group
where the hostages were
suspected to be held.

Beyond these aspecis of high
drama with explosive overtones
lie the Filipino politcal
undercurrents with wider
diplomatic ramifications. "Abu
Savyaf'. meaning the one

a5y

of the "Moros', or Muslims of
the Philippines, with Manila
and on the power struggle
among themselves.

For the Philippines, arguably
a frontiine State in :
Washinglon's calculus of
“constraining” communist
China, the "Abu Sayval’ issue is
not just un aspect of “global -
terrorism”. On the politics of -
Muslim discontent within its -
borders, the Philippines is
exploring a possibility of
diplamatic irervention by the
Crganisation of Islamic
Conference. In this, it is a
question of capitalising on the
expanding frontiers of Islamic
politics,

TE 1w

30 Arg (il



Philippines for t
( \)(l’\\ ariite hideoogs pn folo istand in the

Sulu sei a sfronghold of separatist
Abu o Savvall guerrillas 960 km

Jolo (Philippines), Aprii 27

THE PHILIPPINES today suught
talks with Islamic

s to frée 21 hostages

gang was 4 mixture of Abu Sayvaf
rebels and former guerriflas turned
handit. "We have a military contin-
gency although our

gunmen holding 21
hostages. including
foreign tOuFIsts,
while the military
fine-tuned  contin-
geney rescue plins

] -
Faulty hoat blocks hostages

TEN MALAYSIANS ameng 21 hostages held by gunmen i the
southern Philippines were to have been released but a boat due to
take them home broke down, o Filipino moslem leader said on

president (Juseph
Estrada) s
urdered us to nego-
tiale.” acting armed
Torees chiet
General Jose
Caltimiim said i s
radin interview,

release

should negotiutions Thursday. Manila. Reuters
fail.
Officials  said  the  hostages,  south of the Philippines capital

abducied from a Malaystan diving
resort on Sunday. were held in sep-

Muanila. Delence  Secretary
Orlande Mereado said the kidnap

“We are looking at an carly solu-
tion of this problem.
{Reters:
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“Hostages safe,

W

eld in.

S. Philippin&'prévince’

A GROUP of hostages abducted
last weekend from a Malaysian
tesort island are being held in the
remote southern - Philippine
province of Sulu, Philippine offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

"They're safe. I can assure you of
that,” said military intelligence
chief Maj. Gen. Jose Calimiim.

Sulu Governor Abdusakur Tan
said the 21 hostages, including at
least 10 foreigners, are probably
being held by local members of the
Abu Sayyaf, a Muslim extremist

group.

The Abu Sayyaf is the smeller of
two grou ting for an inde-
pendent Islamic state in the pre-
dominantly Catholic Philippines.
They are currently under attack at
their stron%hold in nearby Basilan
province by Philippine troops
attempting to rescue 27 other
hostages kidnapped more than five

weeks ago. H'ff i

The kidnappings, the worst the
Philippines has experienced in
years, have drawn attention to the
country's long-simmering Muslim
rebellion.

Tan said he would meet later
today with military officials,
including Defence Secretary
Orlande Mercado, to discuss
whether to negotiate for the
hostages' release.

A military report said the kid-
nappers were on Thlipao in Sulu
province. They include 12 Malay
speakers, two speakers of Tausug,
a Philippine language, and one
Caucasian-appeating person, the
report said.

Abu Sayyaf leader Gatid Andang
is suspected of masterminding the
kidnappings of three Hong Kong
fishery workers in 1998,

AP, Zamboanga (Phllippines}
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REUTERS

. MANILA, April 15. -—
‘ Philippine President Joseph
l Estrada today rejected Muslim
. rebels’ demand that he inter-
| cede for the release of five

Islamic extremists in exchange
| for the freedom of 28 hostages.

“It is impossible. We will not
compromise with them,” Mr
Estrada told reporters in
response to the five-point
demand of the fundamentalist
group Abu Sayyaf.

‘T'm warning them; they wili
be met with the full force of the
law and full force of the mili-
tary,” he said in nearby Taga-
vtay city, where he attended a
golf tournament.

In a letter to Mr Estrada,
‘[ Aabu Sayyaf had demanded
the release of five of their
: “brothers”, whe are in jail in
| the USA and the Philippines,
including a “Youseff Ramsy™.

[t was unclear if the Abu
Sayvaf, which is fighting for a
separate Islamic stale in the
Philippines’” southern Mind-
anac region, was referring to
' Ramzi Ahmed Yousef, a guer-
rilla convicted of the 1993 US
World Trade Centre bombing.

Sayyaf was sent to movie star
Robin Padilia, who converted

The demand letter of the Abu "

At Islam a few years ago,

He Arekked to the mountain
lait of the guerrillas in Basilan
isla’pd earlier this week to hear
the demands of the Abu Sayvyaf,

The hostages were among
more than 70 people, mostly
children, abducted by the Abu
Sayvaf from two Basilan
schools on 20 March. More
than 40 were later released.

Meanwhile, the Philippine
defence chief, Mr Orlando
Mercado today said the dem-
and for the release of three
militants from US jails were
“llogical,” adds AFP,
Rebel camp busted: Defence
officials today hoisted the
Philippine flag over a major
Muslim camp in southern
Philippines, signifving the offi-
cial government takeover of an
area that has long been clai-
med by the country’s largest
Muslim rebel group, adds DPA
from Amboanga city.

About 4,000 marine and army
iroops vesterday overran Camp
Bilal in Lanao del Norte provi-
nce, some 920 km south of
Manila, after a week of contin-
ued offensives on the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front. The
military also cleared out nine
Milf satellite camps.

“Soldiers are flushing out
guerrillas in the province, and
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mopping-up operations are
going en after government
forces overran Camp Bilal,"

- . Estrada rules out host

-
salid Col Hilaria Aten
military spokesman. “
1s now hoisted and ther



Talks postponed amid
fighting in Phﬂjpgine

Manila, February 20 *'\Tfﬂ

\

FORMAL PEACE talks between
Muslim separatist rebels ancl the
Philippine government have been
put on hold amid escalating h.ostil-
ities in the south, where at least 33
people have been killed, officials
suid today.

Defence Secretary  Orlaindo
Mercado said he was told by
retired Lieutenant  General
Edgardo Batenga, the chief jzov-
ernment negotiator, that the talks
with the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF)} tomorrow have
been cancelled.

"The resumption of talks will 1701
push through,” Mr Mercado saill.

According to Mr Batenga, the
talks with the MILF had to be
postponed until "a more conducive
environment" prevails in the sout h-
ern region of Mindanao.

The two-day talks would haswe
been the second round of formal
peace negotiations bhetween the
MILF and the government aimed
at reaching a political settlement

1o the rebel gmup’s/;l t for inde-
pendence.

The postponement of the ralks
follows five days of fierpe fighting
between the MILF and the mili-
tary, during which soldiers overran
critical  rebel  positions  in
Maguindanao province, 960 kilo-
metres south of Manila.

Colonel Rafael Romero, a mili-
tary spokesman, said at least 31
bodics of slain MILF rebels have
been recovered from at least five
towns in Maguindanao, the site of
the clashes. At least two soldiers
were also killed in the fighting.

Mr Romero said the rebel death
toll could be higher as soldiers con-
tinved clearing operations in the
area. Despite the postponement of
the talks, Mr Mercado said he and
armed forces chief of staff (General
Angelo Reyes would still fly to
Cotabato city in Maguindanao
tomOoITow.

"We will be briefed on the situa-
tion there as well as the prospects
for the resumnption of talks,” Mr
Mercado said. (UNI)
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For the present, the
Philippines hgs come
back to playing Man
Friday to Unclg Sam.

P. S. SURYANARAYANA
on the recent joint
military exercises by the
two countries.

HE CENTREPIECE of the

strategic calculus in South-

liast Asia is often belicved to be

cconomic security. Japan is
active in promoting this, as evident
once again on the sidelines of the 10th
session of the (Jnited Nations
Conference an Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) that ended in
Bangkok on February 20. However, the
recent resumption of military exercises
involving the (1.5, and the Philippines,
besides a diplomatic offensive that
China embarked upon some time ago,
have now brought into sharper focus
the criticality of longer-term political
securfty issues.

The strategic mindgames of the U.5$,,
as alse China and Japan, in relation to
the larger Asia-Pacific spectrrum, in
general, besides the South East Asian
segment, in particular, can be
discerned hehind the scenes. These
games may assume greater visibility as
the 21st century wears on.

Outwardly, the mainstreamn ASEAN
members, as distiner from Vietnam
and Myanmar on certain occasions, do
not contend with the bogey of a U.S,
militarist hegemony. This is so despite
the frequent anti-West jibes by the
Malaysian  Prime  Minister,  Dr.
Mahathir Mohammad. However, the
Indonesian President, Mr.
Abdurrahman Wabhid, surprised the
West at the UNCTAD meeting by
endorsing Dr. Mahathir’s economic
philosophy, which in the South-East
Asian context, is the other side of a
pristine  but undefined political
ideology.

Indonesia, in particalar, needs to be
wary of a possible atiempt by the 115

. to press for a  Wilsonian  self-
determination in Aceh or elsewhere.
For Indonesia, there is also the

lingering apprehension that the West
might yet impose an international
human rights tribunal to prosecute
Iakarta’s gencrals for atleged arrocities
in East Timor, now under the U.N.'s
tutelage.  Historically, independent
Indonesia. the lurgest South-East Asian
State, has not become a frontline State
for Washington's strategic games in the
Far East. Jakarta's "‘non-alignment”
and also its failure to capitalise on its
resources were the reasons.Yet, the
.5 and Jakara are aware of new
possibilitics of a strategic synergy.
But, for the present, the Philippines
has come back to the forefront of
playing Man Friday to Uncle Sam in the

Protests in front of the U.S. Embassy in Manila against the military
exercises... geopolitics at work.

strategic  sphere.  Simple is the
explanation tor the move by the
Filipino President, Mr. joseph Estrada,
to opt for facilitating Washington’s
strategic presence in the Far East at this
time. Givert the lingering memaries of
the Filipino opposition in the early
1990s to the .5 presence and
Washington’s withdrawal from the
Suhic Bay naval facilities, Mr. Estrada’s
latest action is no less controversial
even in his own country, However, his
portrayal of Beijing as the bogeyman
sailing across the South China Sea
within Manila’s geopolitical zone is not
without acceptance in the Philippines.

Mr. Estrada’s recent proposal for the
formation of an East Asia Security
Forum is seen by the West as an aspect
of his penchant for promoting the
strategic interests of the Filipinos. The
composition of the proposed forum
has not been properlv spelt oug
although top Filipino eofficials indicate
the possibility of including
Washington. In essence, the forum,
visualised as a reality in the 2lst
century, does not exclude China, the
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dipiomatic  compulsion  being  the
ASFAN policy of seeking engagement
with  Beijing, in addition to  u
cottainment of China through the 8.
military presence in the Far East. -,

At a different cchelon, even a country
such as Thailand, which has close
political ties with the LS., is ina
strategic dialogue with China. Another
new trend is that of enlarging the scope
of Washington's hilateral military
exercises in the region, the example
being that of Thaland co-opting
Singapore, Should the US.-Filipino
military exercises, o sequelto last year s
Visting Forces Agreement, be similaply
extended  to  other countries  (as
observers  or  otherwisel, a ngw
confidence-building measure will take
shape. "

With the 1.S. no longer seeing the
Great Weall as China's symbolic barrier
against the West, the increasing
complexity of the new matrix cof
strategic possibilities  in South-East
Asia requires to be tempered by a
Western sensilivity to Japan's mogds
and, methods.
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By P. 5. Sfryanarayana

SINGAPORE, JAN. 8. The Phllippines President, Mr. jo-
seph Estrada, today went batk on his much-publi-
cised pursuit of constitutional reforms. Addressing
his nation of nearly 80 million people, Mr. Estrada
said in Manila today he would instead constitute a
new economic coegdinating council to tone up the
economy. gig ﬁ‘uf . L '

The stated objective of his nowiﬁ flved 'CON-
CORIY (Constitutional Correction for Development)
plan was to catalyse the flow of foreign investments
inta the Philippines which, with a recently estimared
‘GDP per head’ of about $ 900 was far behind some
other key South Fast Asian countries such as Singa-
pore with an index of § 27,181 and Malaysia with §
2,772,

However, Mr, Estrada’s critics had vehemently op-
posed his 'CONCORD' idea. The primary suspicion
was that the plan, with an outward economic focus,
was a smokescreen (o further his hotd on the presi-
dency. The limitation of a one six-year term {or the
President might be annulled to fachlitate a return to
the old system of a concentration of powers as under
the dictatorial Marcos, it was widely alleged.

While one reason for the move was the recent dip
in his popularity yatings, Mr. Estrada sought 10 sus-
taig his pro- poor image by announcing the forma-

A 1 bin

" Estrada puts constitutional

on hold

tion of what immediately came to be dubbed a super -
econormic Cabinet. He removed from key positions
saome ot his advisers who had come in tor public
criticism on grounds of alleged “'cronvism.”

Seme important Cabinet changes were also made
public. Mr. Jose Pardo. Trade Secretary until recent-
Iy, was made the new Finance Secretary int the place
vacated by Mr. lidgardo Fspiritu a few davs ago to
give the President a free hand. Mr. Espiritu had, |
however, presided over some recent economic re-
covery. I that factor had to be suitably contended -
with, Mr, Estrada. whose political agenda included a
people-friendly law-and-order approach, sought to
project himself in good light by appointing Mr Alfre-
do Lim ta the key post of Interior Secretary. Mr. Lim
is said to have the necessary credentials for the jub
among those the President could count on.

Despite the many domestic contruversies, Mr. Lis-
trada has already pushed the Philippines closer to
the V.8, since his assumption of office over a year
and a half agn. The latest comments by the LS.
Assistant Secretary of State Tor East Asian and Pacific -
Affairs, Mr. Stanley Roth, on the Spratlyvs issue were
inline with Mr. Estrada’s broad agenda, Yhe idennifi- |
cation of security issues and economic refurms as
miatters of concern o Washington in the Fast Asian
region would suit Mr. Estrada.
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