ON EXPECTED LINES

THE DELIBERATIONS at the consensus-build-
ing talks on Sri Lanka’s devolution package and
constitutional reforms have proceeded on pre-
dictable lines. For all practical purposes, the two
major Sinhala parties have agreed on the broad
contours of the devolution package and the set-
ting up of an interim council for the northeast.

~ The talks between the President, Ms. Chandrika

PO

Kumaratunga, and the Opposition United Na-
tional Party (UNP) leader, Mr. Ranil Wickremes-
inghe, which were supposed to wind up on June
30, have been extended up to July 7 to finalise a
few other aspects of the constitutional reforms.
Though it is still early to say whether the two
sides can agree on all outstanding issues by
then, the fact that they are negotiating with
some flexibility is a welcome development in
the island’s politics. What is unfortunate is that
even before the devolution package and the
constitutional reforms which will give it statu-
tory status have been finalised and sent to the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), its ide-
ologue, Mr. Anton Balasingham, has rejected
the proposals outright. For the LTTE, the ‘na-

' tional aspirations of the Tamil people’ centre on

the “right to self-determination and nation-
hood” — in other words, a separate Tamil Ee-
lam. This stand is also on expected lines, forcing
some Tamil parties like the Tamil United Liber-
ation Front (TULF) to reject the interim council
set-up and it may perhaps vote against the
package when it is presented to Parliament. It
will be unfortunate for parties like the TULF to
pull out of this exercise after one of its constitu-
tional experts, the late Neelan Thiruchelvam,
contributed so much to the process of constitu-
tional reforms. All that remains to be seen is
whether the President and Mr. Wickremesinghe
will agree on the whole package of reforms and
proceed to get it endorsed by Parliament.

Just as there are welcome features in the

oV sl

devolution package, there are a\i‘\ew sensitiv
issues that the Tamil parties will find difficult to
accept as they stand now. The proposed defini-
tion of Sri Lanka as a ‘Republic consisting of the
Centre and Regions’ marks a departure from the
controversial 1978 constitution which made it a
‘Unitary State’. The two Sinhala parties have
now agreed to set up an interim council to ad-
minister the north and the east for five years,
with a Board of Ministers. The Chief Minister is
likely to be from the Tamil community and
there will be two Deputy Chief Ministers from
the Muslim and Sinhala communities. But the
Tamil parties will oppose the time-limit set for
the interim administration, tied to the holding
of areferendum in the east to decide whether its
people want to remain with the north in a com-
mon regional council, or delink themselves to
form a separate region. The possibility of a de-
merger seems anathema to most Tamil groups,
though the time has probably come to go in for a
re-demarcation of boundaries for the provinces
and the proposed regional councils. There may
be time for the Tamil parties to add value to
these proposals before they are presented to
Parliament. But nobody can influence the Tamil
Tigers to participate in this re-building process.
The LTTE, which is now bent on re-taking Jaffna
at an opportune time, has ruled out any peace
talks until the Government troops withdraw
from the peninsula. It is unfortunate that Not-
way, which emerged as the chosen facilitator,
has not been able to persuade the LTTE to make
any compromise on its rigid positions, to at least
effect a ceasefire and resume negotiations. The
President has kept her word on evolving a basic
Sinhala consensus, even though her own 1995
proposals have been watered down. The inter-
national community must now realise that the
real roadblock to meaningful negotiations and
peace in Sri Lanka is the LTTE, which is bent on
a senseless, murderous course. /
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“Russia, China huddlds

on US.mussile plan
REUTERS %\\}pw Y\

DUSHANBE (Tajikistan), July 5. — The Presidents of Qussia and
China today discussed their opposition to US plans for a\new mis-
sile defence system which they fear could upset the global balance
of power, Kremlin officials said.

Mr Vladimir Putin and Mr Jiang Zemin met for nearly an hour
in the Tajik capital of Dushanbe on the sidelines of a regional
security summit which alse includes four Central Asian states.

“The leaders spoke about the fundamental importance of main-
taining the strength of the 1972 ABM (anti-ballistic missile)
treaty,” Kremlin spokesman, Mr Sergei Prikhodko told reporters
after the meeting.

China and Russia say the proposed US system, aimed at block-
ing attacks by what Washington calls “rogue states”, would
undermine existing arms control agreements by violating the
ABM treaty.

Mr Prikhodko said other countries were also concerned at the
destabilising impact of a new missile defence mechanism. “It is
not only Russia and China, but many partners of the United
States in Nato who have similar and sometimes coinciding views
on the need to maintain stability and not allow any distortions to
the balance of power,” he said.

The US President, Mr Bill Clinton, has said he will decide later
this year whether to go ahead with the $60-billion national mis-
sile defence system. The Pentagon has scheduled a crucial test of
the system over the Pacific Ocean for 7 July.

The morning’s meeting also touched on Mr Putin’s visit to China
on 18-19 July and came amid fresh talk of building a “strategic
partnership” between the neighbouring states, which were ideo-
logical rivals in the 1960s and 1970s.

Analysts say the altered situation on the Korean peninsula
could undermine the US political and military role in northeast
Asia and even revive an alliance between North Korea, China and
Russia. Washington’s proposed missile defence system could also
give further impetus to Moscow’s ties with Beijing. China says the
proposal would oblige it to build up its small nuclear arsenal.
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SUMMIT / PUTIN'S BEIING VISIT TOMORROW

\/\/

By Vladimir Radyuhi

7
MOSCOW, YULY 15. The United States’ plan to
build a migsile shield are likely to dominate a
Chinese-Ru$sian summit in Beijing this week.

The Russian President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
is setting out on his first tour of Asia on Mon-
day during which he will visit China and North
Korea before proceeding to Japan for a G-8
summit. In Beijing, Mr. Putin will discuss pos-
sible'responses to the U.S. intention to deploy
a National Missile Defence (NMD), which
Russia and China regard as a threat to regional
and global stability.

The Rusrian Foreign Minister, Mr. Igor Iva-
nov, who arrived in Beijing on Saturday to pre-
pare for Mr. Putin’s visit, put ‘‘strategic
stability in the region” on top of the list of
issues to be discussed at the summit. He said
the talks would also cover *‘expansion of trade
and economic ties, defence cooperation and
interaction in the international arena.”

Russia and China co-sponsored a U.N. reso-
lution last year denouncing the U.S. proposal
to modify the 1972 Anti- Ballistic Missile Trea-
ty (ABM) between the U.S. and the Soviet
Union, to allow Washington build NMD. Both
countries warned a U.S. anti-ballistic missile
system would trigger off a new missile race.
Russia also said it could abandon both START
I and START Il treaties if the U.S. violated the
ABM accord.

Last week, Mr. Sha Zukang, head of the Chi-

\r" -INV nese Foreign Ministry’s Department of Arms

Control and Disarmament, said the NMD sys-
tem could push China and Russia closer to-
gether in a strategic alliance to protect
common security interests.

For their part, Russian defence sources sug-
gested the two countries may develop a joint
missile defense system if the U.S. ignored their
objections to NMD. “Such a development is
one of several possible counter-measures we
can take in case the United States violates the
ABM treaty,” a Russian Defence Ministry offi-
cer said in a phone interview.

The possibility of developing a joint regional
missile shield was considered by the Defence
Ministers of Russia and China in Moscow in
January and is expected to be discussed more
extensively during Mr. Putin’s visit.

The U.S. has been testing interceptor mis-
siles that could shoot down incoming missiles,
but its efforts suffered a serious setback last
weekend when the kill vehicle prototype failed
to intercept a Minuteman ICBM above the Pa-
cific Ocean. The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clin-
ton, is to decide later this year whether to
deploy a national missile defence.

China has shown keen interest in a joint
anti-missile system with Russia in view of U.S.
proposals to extend the American missile
shield to Taiwan. Experts have noted that Rus-
sia does not really need an ABM shield in the
Far East as most of its nuclear forces, includ-
ing sea-launched ballistic missiles, are de-
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Russm, China to discuss NMD ..\

ployed elsewhere. Moreover, Russia would be
reluctant to transfer vital ABM technologies to
China as they would enable Beijing to develop
its own national ABM system that could un-
dermine Russia’s ability to hit China. But by
discussing a joint anti-missile system with
China, Moscow seeks to put additional pres-
sure on Washington to abandon its NMD plan.

Russia has already succeeded in fanning op-
position to the American NMD system among
Washington’s European allies by proposing
building a joint missile shield in Europe.

Reuters reports:

Mr. Putin tried to break up a quarrel among
armed forces chiefs today, ordering the De-
fence Minister and head of the General Staff to
work together to draw up plans for reform.

The Chief of the General Staff, Gen. Anatoly /
Kvashnin, had called this week for the strate- -
gic nuclear rocket forces to be eliminated as a
separate branch of the military and nuclear *
missiles to be put under centralised com-
mand. The proposal was widely seen as an
attack on the Defence Minister, Mr. Igor Ser-
geyev, a former head of the rocket forces who
has backed their independent command.

The Kremlin said Mr Putin had met the two
men, along with the head of the Advisory Se-
curity Council, Mr. Sergei Ivanov, and ordered
the three to jointly prepare material for a Se-
curity Council meeting to discuss military re-
form. The meeting would be held at the end of
the month. %



ussia, Chinav

to reiterate
pposition to NMD

BEUING, JULY 17. The Russian president, Mr. Vla-
dimir Rutin, today left Moscow on his maiden
visit to €hina with an aim to build strong stra-
tegic partnerships between Beijing and Mos-
cow and step up their campaign against the

|

controversial U.S. National Missile Defence :

(NMD) system. W - fahta

While a senior Chinese Foreign Ministry offi-
cial declined to spell out details of the joint
statement to be issued by Mr. Putin and his
host, the Chinese President, Mr. Jiang Zemin,
tomorrow, diplomatic sources said China and
Russia would strongly reiterate their opposi-
tion to the U.S plans to deploy the NMD, vio-
lating the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM)
treaty.

A number of bilateral agreements covering
defence, economic cooperation, banking and
trade are to be signed during Mr. Putin’s visit,
sources said.

During the summit, leaders of the two coun-
tries are expected to share in-depth exchanges
on important regional and international mat-
ters.

Also on the agenda will be matters concern-
ing strategic stability in the Asia-Pacific region
and the impact of America’s proposed anti-
missile shields, they said.

The Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr. Tang Jiax-
uan, and the Russian Foreign Minister, Mr. Igor
Ivanov, finalising the joint statement to be is-
sued after the summit, have already comment-
ed that Mr. Putin’s visit to China is a major
event in bilateral relations.

“President Putin’s China visit will play an
important role in pushing forward the Sino-
Russian strategic partnership in the 21st Cen-
tury,” a senior Chinese Foreign ministry offi-
cial told reporters at a briefing. — PTI
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Putin depa?ts on Key
China, Japan tour

FROM VLADIMIR WY

ISACHENKOV (
Moscow, July 17 (AP): Russian
President Vladimir Putin left
today for China, the first stop on
an Asian tour that will also take
him to North Korea and Japan for
a meeting of the Group of Eight,
Russian news agencies
reported.

The trip is intended to re-as-
sert Russia’s global clout, which
has shrunk due to the nation’s eco-
nomic decline.

By making high-profile stops
in China and North Korea en
route to the Okinawa summit,
Putin will try to bolster Russia’s
image as a world power, then fol-
low up by using the meeting with
western leaders to push Russia’s
global concerns.

He arrived in Beijing early
Tuesday, the Interfax news
agency reported.

Putin is expected to use his vis-
its to Beijing and Pyongyang to
register once again Russia’s deep
conhcern over the US. proposal to
modify the 1972 Anti-Bailistic Mis-
sile Treaty to allow construction
of a limited national missile de-
fense.

Putin and Chinesé, President
Jiang Zemin are to sifn a state-
ment that condemns the proposed
US system.

The two leaders are\also ex-
pected to take further steps to bol-
ster relations between the former
Communist rival states. They
plan to sign agreements on energy
cooperation, including a feasibili-
ty study for a gas pipeline from
Russia into China.

Bilateral agreements on edu-
cation and banking are also on the
agenda for the visit, which ends
tomorrow.

A Chinese official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said in
Beijing that Russia and China had
a new kind of partnership that
was “non-aligned, non-confronta-
tional, and non-threatening to any
third party.”

After decades of tension that
followed a falling-out in the late
1950s, relations between Moscow
and China have been steadily im-
proving since the late 1980s. Since
the 1991 Soviet collapse, China has
evolved into one of Russia’s major
trading partners and is the top
customer for Russia’s
ailing military industrial com-
plex.

Beijing has purchased&é

of dollars worth of jets, missiles,
submarines and destroyers.

Russian and Chinece leaders
have spoken much about the
“strategic partnership” between
their countries and their efforts to
build a “multipolar world” — a
term intended po underline their
joint opposition
to perceived US global domina-
tion.

Some Russian media and ana-
lysts have warned the Kremlin
against using political and mili-
tary ties with China as a tool to
blackmail the West, ,

“We need Chind and other !
Asian countries as economic part-
ners and additional markets, not
an alternative to the West,” politi-
cal analyst Yevgeny Verlin wrote
in the business newspaper Vedo-
mosti today.

The two nations have long dis- .
cussed plans for building oil and
natural gas pipelines from Russia
into China, but nothing has been
doneso far.

According to Russian media
reports, Russia couid export up to
$5 billion worth of energy re-
sources a year to China if the pro-
jects materialise.
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SlNO-RUSSIAN SUMMIT / BID TO SEEK SECURITY ADVANTAGES FLAYED

opposed U.s. plans td deploy missile shields
and urged the international community to be
vigilant against Washington’s unilateral at-
tempts to seek military and security advantag-
es.

The joint opposition to the proposed Na-
tional Missile Defence (NMD) and a regional
Theatre Missile Defence (TMD) in East Asia
were stated in a joint statement signed by the
Chinese President, Mr. Jiang Zemin, and vis-
iting Russian President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
here after their nearly three hours of talks.

“The American plan is a source of enor-
mous concern.”

China and Russia believe the “nature of the
NMD is to seek unilateral military and security
advantages" which will pose the most grave
adverse consequences not only to the national
security of Russia, China and other countries,
but also to the security and international stra-
tegic stability of the U.S. itself,” the statement
said.

China and Russia are “firmly opposed to
such a system”, it said.

The two sides stated that the 1972 Anti-Bal-

listic Missile (ABM) treaty remained the cor-
nerstone of global strategic stability and
international security.

“It forms the basis of key international
agreements on reduction and limitation of of-
fensive strategic weaponry and prevention of
proliferation of massive destructive weapon-

“It is of vital importance to maintain and
strictly observe the ABM treaty,” the Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman, Mr. Zhu Bang-
zao, told reporters while commentifg on the
statement.

Quoting the statement, Mr. Zhu said the
U.S. proposal to establish the NMD had made
the people of the two countries “deeply wor-
ried.”

Washington argues that the NMD is re-
quired to protect the U.S. mainland from at-
tacks from ‘“‘countries of concern” while the
TMD is needed to guard U.S. troops in Asia as
well as America’s allies in the region from mis-
sile attacks.

Howevet, China and Russia have refused to
accept this reasoning, calling upon the inter-
national community “to heed continuously

Y;.lomt opposition to NMD

the activities of a certain country to develop a |
missile defence system, which is detrimental
to global strategic balance and stability.

Steps should be taken to do ‘‘what is 1eces-
‘sary to prevent such a dangérous situation
from continuing,” the joint statement said.

It said the proposal to amend the ABM trea-
ty would trigger a new arms race and lead to
an about-face in the positive trend that ap-
peared in world politics after the end of the
Cold War.

“This is clearly not in the fundamental in-
terests of any nation in the world,” it said add-
ing the country that proposed an amendment
to the ABM, a basic document in the area of
disarmament, must ‘“‘take all responsibility"
for undermining international stability and se-
curity.

“Analysis of the international situation
shows that the demand of a certain nation to
amend the ABM on the pretext of missile
threat is totally unjustified. The proposal to
revise the ABM is actually a ruse to cover its
attempt to violate the ABM," it says. — PTI




axis Vul

Beijing, July 19: Like any part-
nership founded more on a com-
mon adversary than on shared val-
ues, China’s vaunted “new type of

cooperative  relationship”  with
Russia is vulnerable to their
diverging interests, analysts said
on Wednesday.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
and China’s President Jiang Zemin
capped off a summit in Beijing
with a joint statement brimming
with resentment and suspicion of a
“certain country” Chinese
shorthand for the United States.

“China and Russia call on the
international community to heed
continuously the activities of a cer-
tain country to develop a missile
defence system, which is detri-
mental to the global strategic bal-
ance and stability,” said the joint
statement. :

In addition to registering their

pique at US plans for a anti-missile

defence systems for North Ameri-
ca and Asia, China and Russia
stressed their opposition to inter-
national intervention in domestic
conflicts on humanitarian grourds.

Both giant countries are modern-
day empires rife with restive, inde-
pendence-minded ethnic groups,
and both have come under human
rights criticism for their treatment
of such groups.

Despite the cosiness between
states that were bitter rivals for
decades following the 1960 Sino-
Soviet split, ‘analysts saw nothing
alarming in this new axis. .

“A lot of it is just hype and it’s
worth keeping in perpective their

€

* said a Bei-

bottom-line interests,”

‘jing-based Western diplomat.

Yan Xuetong, an international
security expert at Tsinghua Uni-
versity in Beijing, said the “new
Sino-Russian relationship falis
between neutrality and mutual
alliance.”

China and Russia could be virtu-
al allies on US missile shield plans
but differ on Nato’s expansion,
trade and regional disputes, he
said. On the surface, the two lead-
ers made good on the waming by
Beijing’s top disarmament diplo-
mat last week that US pursuit of a
National Missile Defence system
could push China and Russia into a
closer alliance. “But if you look at
it closer, there’s not necessarily a
community of interests,” said the
diplomat. Potentially  divisive
issues ranged from South Asia,
where China backs Pakistan and
India is a traditional Russian
friend, to Japan, where Russia’s
territorial dispute with Tokyo
pales in intensity beside China’s

“enmity. And while the potential for |

cooperation on NMD remains sig-
nificant, even there interests
diverge between heavily nuclear-
armed Russia and China with its
modest arsenal. Diplomats noted
that Tuesday’s joint statement did
not rule out Russia's eventually
accepting amendments to the 1972
Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty. And
in a move that would be anathema
to China, Russia is thought to be
open to minor revisions to ABM
to allow an arms-cuts-for-missile-
shield trade-off. (Reuters)
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he\first visit of the new Russian president, Mr
I VlaNimir Putin, to China has reassured Beijing
that Mr Putin looks eastward as much as his pre-
decessor, Mr Boris Yeltsin. When he took office, Mr Putin
seemed to see Russia’s Asian neighbour as a future rival.
However, the United States’s talk of building a national
missile defence that could reduce the credibility of Rus-
sia’s and China’s nuclear arsenals has led Mr Putin tore-
think his position. US missile defence was the theme of
the summit between Mr Putin and his Chinese counter-
part, Mr Jiang Zemin. Their joint statement warned of
“grave adverse consequences”. It dismissed Washing-
ton’s concerns about missile firing rogue states like
North Korea as a “ruse”. China and Russia also talked
trade. Mr Putin sees opportunity in selling raw materials
to China’s expanding economy. Among the big ticket
items on his agenda are two huge gas pipelines that
would provide China some 40 billion cubic metres of gas
a year. Beijing has another trade interest: advanced aeri-
al weaponry. Tensions over Taiwan have led China to buy
Russian fighters. It is also in the market for an airborne
warning and controls system after the US scu aplan
to buy an Israeli AWACS. W,

However, Washington has rightly said it is uncon-
cerned about Sino-Russian talk of balancing US global
power. The strategic partnership announced by Russia
and China in 1996 has not gone beyond words. Bilateral
trade has actually declined from $ 10 billion in 1994 to less
than § six billion last year. Cut out oil, gas and weapons,
and economic relations barely exist. The two have three
common interests. First is a broad but diffuse desire to
hinder the US from throwing its weight around. This de-
sire tends to wax and wane depending on events. It de-
clined with the end of the Yugoslav bombings but picked
up again with missile defence. Second is a concern for re-
gional stability. This common worry about ethnic sepa-
ratism and Islamic terror was visible in this month’s
“Shanghai five” summit which also included three cen-
tral Asian countries. Finally, the two countries have a
cozy arms sales relationship. But these are all short
term, relatively shallow bases for cooperation. For exam-
ple, there has been little joint work against secessionists
because there are few links between China’s Uighurs
and Russia’s Chechen. Both countries also have econom-
ic and political relationships with the US, which they are
unwilling to damage. Mr Putin has already indicated
that if the US goes ahead with missile defence, then
Moscow would like to be a partner to such a system. This
would leave China out in the cold. This shows up the es-
sentiaily negative nature of the Sino-Russian axis. They
oppose similar things, but remain too wary of each other
to allow more constructive wedding of ways and means.



WD\QY A STRATEGIC

THE STRATEGIC FLUX in big power relatior%
triggered by the latest move by the United States
towards the development and deployment of a
national missile defence (NMD) shield, has pre-
dictably been exploited by China and Russia to
voice concern over Washington's suspected
game plan of reaching the skies for an absolutist
military supremacy on planet Earth. Prima facie,
the joint statement which the Russian President,
Mr. Vladimir Putin, and his Chinese counter-
part, Mr. Jiang Zemin, signed in Beijing last
week is notable for their concerted opposition
to the perceived “unilateral military and securi-
ty advantages” that the U.S. has set its sights on.
In prime focus is the enthusiasm of the outgoing
U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, for the NMD
option as a sequel to the Reaganite Strategic
Defence Initiative, or the quest for a protective
prototype of the so-called Star Wars genre.
However, the virtual reality inherent in the Chi-
na-Russia joint statement — a depiction of the
U.S. itself in its present mood as some sort of a
‘state of concern’ for the wider international
community — will be nothing more than the
manifestation of a rhetorical resistance if the
two aggrieved countries do not take steps to
counter the perceived new American dream.
There is a hint in some reports from Beijing that
China and Russia may think of joining hands in
a practical manner if needed.

A truly cooperative endeavour by China
and Russia to checkmate the U.S., in regard to
its NMD-related experiments as also the future
scenario of a Washington-orchestrated theatre
missile defence system in East Asia, will require
much more than a congruence of strategic in-
terests aimed at ensuring a muitipolar world.
While Russia and China have attained a great
deal of normality in bilateral ties since the by-
gone period of Sino-Soviet rift, it is very much
debatable at present whether their equation
pulsates with the impetus required for a defin-
itive joint move for competing with the U.S. in

W, \/ |
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space-oriented military garhiesmanship. The
U.S., on its part, has quickly sought to mollify
Russia and China in the wake of their joint state-
ment by reaffirming that they are not the “states
of concern” (a new usage for ‘“‘rogue states”) on
Mr. Clinton’s radar screen. The threat percep-
tions on Washington’s horizon, the technical
feasibility as also the cost of a planned NMD
shield and the possible impact of such a system
on international strategic stability are said to
figure in the calculus that will determine a firm
decision by Mr. Clinton. Moreover, the U.S,, by
keeping the door ajar for some form of cooper-
ation with the other major powers, most notably
Russia as was evident during the latest Clinton-
Putin meeting on the margins of the G-8 con-
clave in Okinawa, Japan, is still trying to contain
the shock waves that its actions have generated.

China and Russia are not merely posturing
for a multipolar world. But they must also har-
ness the emerging international consensus,
which encompasses India, that the 1972 Anti-
Ballistic Missiles Treaty should not be trifled
with in haste. A diplomatic counter-attack by
like-minded countries with a stake in the globat
strategic balance is an option that should be
fully explored before the U.S. decides, one way
or the other, on the NMD as a long-term strate-
gic device. Somewhat related to this is the po-
tential contour of a strategic partnership that
Mr. Putin will seek with India during his pro-
spective visit to New Delhi later this year. Of no
less interest to India is the totality of the improv-
ing Sino-Russian ties. An array of agreements
that Mr. Putin and Mr. Jiang have now endorsed
in sectors such as energy, the East Siberia-
Shanghai pipeline proposal being in some fo-
cus, can bind the two countries in ways unfore-
seen till now. It is a moot question whether the
dust-wrapped proposal ofa strategic triangle in-
volving Russia, India and China will merit a sec-
ond look in this new and changing context.
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~China wary of

Russian plan

BEMING, JUNE 6. China reserved
judgment on a Russian proposal
to erect joint missile defences
with NATO and Europe, but in-
sisted that any change to an anti-
ballistic missile treaty would trig-
ger a new arms race.

The Russian President, Mr. Vla-
dimir Putin, proposed the joint
anti-missile defence system on
Monday as an alternative to a uni-
lateral anti-missile shield Wash-
ington wants to build to ward off
possible attacks by hostile coun-

tries. “0\)’\30 ! &O
Mr. Putin’s prdposal follpwed a

summit with the U.S. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, in Moscow last
weekend at which defence analy-
sts say Russia effectively reversed
its opposition to adjusting a 1972
anti-ballistic missile (ABM) treaty.

The ABM treaty, originally
signed by the United States and
the Soviet Union, forbids the de-
ployment of a national missile de-
i fence system. — Reuters
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Russia, China all set to
discuss strategic ties .49

Beijing, February 27 H’} \’i

IN A bid to boost Sino-Russiz\m
strategic tics and co-ordination of
policies on major international
issues, Chinese Foreign Minister
Tang Jiaxuan is going to Moscow
on a three-day visit tomorrow.

"The visit aims at further deepen-
ing of the existing strategic and
cooperative relations between the
two natons”, a Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman said.

Tang would be visiting Moscow
from February 28 to March 1 at the

invitation of Russian| Foreign
Minister Igor Ivanov. Tang and
Ivanov are expected to discuss
Sino-Russian relations.

There are also likely to be discus-
sions on recent Sino-US strategic
consultations during which the US
made presentation on its attempt
to amend the Anti-Ballistic Missile
treaty and set up a National
Missile Defence for itself and a
regional Theatre Missile Defence
for East Asia. Russia and China
are against US plans to establish
NMD and TMD. (PTI)
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;l@'t\nam, China
sign landmark
bord\ r treaty, o

HANOL: "|Vietnam and China
signed an Ristoric 11th-hour land
border treaty here more than two
decades after the two communist
neighbours clashed in early 1979,

Chinese foreign minister Tang Ji-
axuan inked the accord with his
Vietnamese counterpart Nguyen
Manh Cam in the international
centre in a signing ceremony at-
tended by diplomats, journalists
and government officials.

It fulfilled a mutual pledge to
reach an agreement before 2000,
first mooted by then Vietnamese
communist party general secretary
Do Muoi during a visit to Beijing in
1997, and reiterated by his succes-
sor, Le Kha Phieu.

The agreement settles all out-
standing border disputes along the
two countries’ common 1200 km
berder, eight years after normal re-
lations were re-established in 1991,
ending more than 11 years of diplo-
matic frost following a bloody bor-
der clash in February-March 1979.

“This demonstrates that when
secretary generals set a deadline,
the cadres of both sides can be bent
to meet it,” said Carl Thayer, a pro-
fessor and expert in Sino-Viet-
namese relations in the Asia Pacific

centre for security studies in
Honolulu. (4rp) /y
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/" Jiang hopes ties
will flourish with
Putiri\ut thé helm

BEIJING: Chinese Pr sidem

Jang
thanked
Russia’s
Yeltsin for

building friend-
ly ties between
the once hostile
neighbours and
appealed to his
= successor  to
JiangZemin  paintain  the
partnership, China’s Xinhua news
agency reported on Saturday.

In a telegram sent on Friday,
Jiang praised Mr Yeltsin for mak-
ing “a historic contribution” in
developing relations between
their countries. “In making cease-
less efforts for the development of
Chinese-Russian relations, the
strategic partnership that we ini-

tially built together is strengthen- *

maintain stability and develop-
ment,” Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Zhu Bangzao said.

In  Washington, President
Clinton learnt of Mr Yeltsin’s res-
ignation from his security adviser
Sandy Berger at 5.00 am. Mr
Clinton then telephoned Mr
Yeltsin to thank him for their work
through tough times and pledged
to work with Mr Putin, White
House spokesman Joe Lockhart
said. He said that the conversation
lasted 20 minutes. Mr Clinton then
told reporters in a brief press con-
ference that he had found Mr
Yeltsin to be honest in his dealings.

“He was always very forthright
with me.” Mr Clinton said. “He
always did exactly what he said he
would do. He was willing to take
chances and to try to improve o
relationship with Russia, to try to

ing daily,” Jiang said. %1{ Qenr* improve democracy in Russia.”
hi H\“p

Jiang added that ed to
cooperate with Vladimir Putin,
whom Mr Yeltsin named as acting
president. By quickly reaching out
to Mr Putin, Jiang sought to initi-
ate the kind of personal rapport
that he developed with Mr Yeltsin
through five years of annual sum-
mits. Their personal diplomacy
allowed China and Russia to use
the ties to counteract what they
see as US global dominance.

Criticised by the West for
Russia’s military campaign in
Chechnya, Mr Yeltsin travelled to
Beijing last month and picked up
Jiang’s unqualified support. Both
countries opposed NATO’s war
with Yugoslavia over Kosovo. “As
a friendly neighbour of Russia, we
whole heartedly hope Russia can

Mr Clinton, who received a
warning from Mr Yeltsin recently,
not to take a nuclear-armed Russia
for granted, praised the Soviet
leader for extricating Russia from
Communist rule. “He genuinely
deplored Communism,” Mr
Clinton said. “He lived with it. He
saw it and he believed that democ-
racy was the best system. It was in
every fibre of his being.”

On the telephone to Mr
Clinton, Mr Yeltsin expressed
hope to stay in contact with Mr
Clinton, Mr Lockhart said. “I am
very glad that I was your friend,
and [ will continue to be your
friend,” Mr Lockhart quoted Mr
Yeltsin as saying, while Mr Clinton
said that Mr Yeltsin’s leaving wa
“*sad day” for him. (4p)
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_China-Vietnam accord marks
s« another milestone w-¢

By P. S. Suryanarayana A\ \

SINGAPORE, JAN. 3. The “historic}
land border agreement betwee
China and Vietnam, signed in Har—\
noi on December 30, capped a
year of momentous political
events heralding the new millen-
nium in South-east Asia.

Vietnam is still in the process of
integrating fully with the Associ-
ation of South-east Asian Nations
(ASEAN), especially with the
mainstream countries such as In-
donesia, Malaysia and Singapore.

China, on the other hand, is of
paramount geo- strategic impor-
tance to all the ASEAN States, not
merely because Beijing’s territo-
rial disputes in the Spratlys with
several South-east Asian coun-
tries, including Vietnam still re-
main unresolved. Viewed against
this collective security conscious-
ness, the latest Sino-Vietnamese
land border accord brought cheer
to the entire South-east Asia even
as the year-end recrudescence of
inter-religious violence in Indo-
nesia's eastern Spice Islands com-
pletely eclipsed the region’s
frenetic preparations to be Y2K
ready.

The border accord — signed by
the two Foreign Ministers, Mr.
Tang Jiaxuan of China and Mr.
Nguyen Manh Cam of Vietnam —
relates to a delineation in over 100
disputed sectors. This now sets
the stage for intensified negotia-
tions for an accord on their mar-

itime boundary in the Gulf of
Tonkin.

The foreign policies of the
ASEAN countries led to a flurry of
new ideas such as an East Asia Se-
curity Forum ({proposed by the
Philippines President, Mr. Joseph
Estrada), an East Asia Monetary
Fund (the Malaysian leader, Dr.
Mahathir Mohammad'’s initia-
tive) and a five-power “entity”
comprising China and Japan, be-
sides India as also Indonesia and
Singapore (a concept visualised
by Indonesia’s new President, Mr.

Abdurrahman Wahid).  Singa-
pore’s Prime Minister, Mr. Goh
Chok Tong, had played a stellar
role several years ago in architec-
turing the Asia-Europe Meeting
(ASEM) as a trans-continental as-
sociation and in facilitating In-
dia's entry into the ASEAN
Regional Forum (ARF), a high-
profile political-security-oriented
association.

Tumultuous events in Indone-
sia and Malaysia during 1999 set-
tled questions regarding the
legitimacy of the rulers beyond a
shadow of doubt, although Dr.
Mahathir’s status was never ques-
tioned in law despite the efforts
by his key opponent and former
heir-apparent, Mr. Anwar Ibra-
him, to do so. Mr. Anwar’s convic-
tion and imprisonment in April
1999 did not, in the end, affect Dr.
Mabhathir’s triumphal return to
power in a snap general election
that he called in November.

However, the rise of Islamic
fundamentalism as a political
force in the latest Malaysian elec-
tion is being resisted in that Mus-
lim-majority country (in striking
contrast to the experiences of Is-
lamic States in South and South-
west Asia). In Indonesia, an ep-
ochal sequence of elections — a
direct parliamentary poll in June
1999 and the indirect presidential
selection in October, both regard-
ed by the natives as the first truly
democratic exercises — brought
Mr. Wahid to power.

The interlude of a U.N.-spon-
sored “popular consultation” or
plebiscite in East Timor, the death
and destruction that followed it
and the territory’s separation
from Indonesia ranked as the
foremost events of self-determi-
nation in the world this year. The
lingering and related human
rights agenda in Indonesia, a
theme that applies to its prov-
inces such as Aceh and Irian Jaya
as well, is a sign of a new awak-
ening in South-east Asia.

The economic crises in various
ASEAN countries were, by and
large, brought to manageable
proportions by the year-cnd, ex-
cept in Indonesia. The shining ec-
onomic success stories were
those of Malaysia and Singapore.
They brought into focus the idea
of “‘a virtual State”’ as enunciated
by Richard Rosecrance in a new
theory of international relations
for “the coming century.”
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_Russia moots joint missile

defence system with China

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, JAN. 23. Russia may go for a joint mis-
sile defence system with China and allow it to
use a Russian space-based navigation system
for military purposes. {Af) .jb '

The two proposals, which would extend fle-
fence cooperation between the two natioh$ to
outer space, were discussed during a visif to
Russia by China’s Defence Minister, Mr. Chi
Haotian, last week.

The development of a joint regional missile
shield is “‘one of several possible counter-
measures we can take in case the United
States violates the ABM treaty,” a senior offi-
cer at Russia’s Defence Ministry told the Mos-
cow Times daily.

The 1972 U.S.-Soviet Union treaty bans de-
ployment of a national missile defence by ei-
ther of the two nuclear powers, allowing each
side one limited system protecting one site.
Washington has been pressing Moscow to
have the treaty amended to allow the U.S. mil-
itary to expand its anti-ballistic missile system
50 it could shoot down lone missiles fired by
“rogue states” such as North Korea.

Russia fears that the U.S. is, in fact, seeking
to deprive it of the capability to deliver mas-
sive retaliation. Moscow says it will abandon
both START I and II nuclear arms reduction
treaties if the U.S. violates the ABM accord.
The threat has not impressed Washington,
which thinks Russia will have to scrap much of
its aging nuclear missile arsenal anyway and
does not have money to replace them with
new missiles. Washington has a far better rea-
son to feel concerned over Russia’s initiative
to build a joint missile defence system with
China and share with it its advanced space-
based navigation system, GLONASS.

GLONASS, or Global Navigation Satellite
System, like its U.S. equivalent NAVSTAR, en-
ables ships, planes and ground vehicles to pin-
point their location anywhere in the world.
The difference between civilian and military
applications is in the degree of accuracy. The
military uses satellite navigation to guide mis-
siles and rockets to their targets.

Russia’s Deputy Prime Minister in charge of
the military-defence complex, Mr. Ilya Kleba-
nov, said he had offered the visiting Chinese
defence chief the use of GLONASS for civilian
purposes. But according to the Izvestia daily,
the two sides discussed “possible joint use of
GLONASS in the interests of the defence agen-
cies of the two countries.”

Access to Russia’s ABM technologies and
global satellite navigation could dramatically
enhance China’'s defence capability. This
would be a far more worrying development for

the U.S. than Russia’s sales to China of the
S-300 anti-aircraft system or the SU-27 and
SU-30 fighter jets.

However, analysts said Moscow was prob-
ably using its new offers to China as a bargain-
ing chip in its talks with the West over
Chechnya, economic aid and debt restructur-
ing. Russia made new defence offers to China
a week after vowing to resume ‘‘military-tech-
nical cooperation” with Iran suspended under
U.S. pressure four years ago.

‘“(The acting President, Mr. Vladimir) Putin
is a pragmatic politician and he may be ready
for a trade-off with the West,” said Mr. Ruslan
Pukhov, head of the Moscow-based Centre for
Analysis of Strategies and Technologies.

Moscow is anxious to keep the West from
introducing economic sanctions against Rus-
sia over its military campaign in Chechnya, to
persuade the IMF and World Bank to unfreeze
their suspended loans and to get Western
creditors to write off or restructure Russia’s $
160-billion debt.

Mr. Pukhov says the West appears to be re-
sponding to signals from the Kremlin, making
conciliatory statements and sending a string
of envoys to Moscow. The U.S. Secretary of
State, Mrs. Madeleine Albright, set the tone
last week by describing Mr. Putin as a ‘‘model”
Russian President ‘‘determined to move re-
form forward.” Mrs. Albright will meet Mr. Pu-
tin later this week, hot on the heels of the
Italian and German Foreign Ministers who
were in Moscow last week.

The NATO Secretary-General, Mr. George
Robertson, is also expected in Moscqw next
month. After visiting Chechnya last week, a
fact-finding delegation from the Council of
Europe backed away from demanding an im-
mediate suspension of Russia from the Coun-
cil.

Moscow insists no formal agreement was
reached with the Chinese Defence Minister,
Mr. Chi Haotian, during his visit to Moscow
last week on a joint ABM system and joint use
of GLONASS. The Russian proposals are likely
to be further discussed in Beijing, where the
Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Klebanov, is
scheduled to go in February. Moscow gives the
West a choice: either ignore Chechnya and re-
vert to normal economic and political interac-
tion or face the threat of Russia supplying
China, Iran and other Third World countries
with more arms and high-end defence tech-
nologies.

“Unlike India, China is a recognised nuclear
power and there’re many nuclear and missile
technologies that Russia could hand over to
Beijing,” Mr. Pukhov of the Centre for Analysis

of Strategies and Technologies, said.
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