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By Hasan Suroor HQ ’

LONDON, NOV. 25. Scrious differences have erupted al
the top of the Tory leadership over the new Europe-
an Rapid Reaction Force just when it looked that the
party had finally found a potentially strong issuce o
put the Government on the defensive.

In an embarrassing development, two senior Con-
servative leaders, Mr. Michael Heseltine and Mr
Kenneth Clarke, have backed the Blir Govern-
ment's decision to commit British troaps to the new
torce, and questaned their party chief, Mr. William
Fague's criticism. They have, in fact, peinted om
that the Euro force was the culmination of @ process
which began under the Conservative regime and
with its support.

Mr. Heseltine, & former Defence Seeretary. said
the force made “absolute sense” ard contrary to Mr,
Hague's contention that it was not a threat ta NATO.
Nor were the Americans opposed to it, he told The
Times. He said it had been “welcomed by the Amer-
ican President and is consistent with what the Amer-
icans have been udvising us for decades.”

Mr. Tteseltine opposed Mr. Tlague's pledge 1o
withdraw Britain from the foree if Tories came to
power. He said it would be a 1ragedy for Britain to
have its influence on Furopean defence reduced.
Speaking in the Commuons, Mr. Clarke, a former
Chancellor of the Exchequer, reminded Mr Hague
and the former Prime Minister, Mr. John Major, that
the Furo force was the product of the Conservative
policy. “The last Government... embarked on a proc-
ess of evolving NATO towards a different shape that
also involved strengthening the Curopean element”,
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U OF BRITAIN;L

A \ By WILLIAM FRANKEL in LONDON

NTIL the middle of the

last century, Britain could
be described as 2 homogeneous
society. There always was
some immigration but the
numbers were small and the
newcomers were, without too
much difficulty, integrated into
the existing society. Hostility
by some who objected to immi-
graticn erupted from time to
time but, by and large, it was
not a serivusly disruptive
isgue,

That changed after World
War II when a substantial
immigration from the Wast
Indiea, from other former
British colonies and then from
Asia made a very visible
impact and that brought a
reaction. Some opponents of
immigration pointed to the
high rate of crime in the urban
areas populated by the Cari-
bbeans, cthers saw the immi-
grants as constituting a threat
to the British way of life and
there were also open and
unthinking racists.

Immigration has since devel-

i oped inte a hot political issue,

which the main political par-
ties cannot ignore and in hath
the Censurvative and Labous
parties, important eleienis
have urged the imposhion of
restrictions on new arrivals. In
1968, the late Enoch Powell, a
scholar and Conservative M.P.
made a notorious speech in
which he forecast “rivers of
blood” if mass immigration
continued. Mr Edward Heath,
then the leader of the party,
dismissed him from the shad-
ow cahinet but Mr Powell
received no fewer than 100,000
letters of support. Eleven vears
later, Mrs Thaicher, in her
successful election campaign,
expressed fears of the country
being “swamped” by immi-
grants.

Since then, the immigration
issue has been a permanent
feature of the political land-
scape, sometimes beneath the
surface, sometimes erupting.
Six months age, the publica-
tion of figures showing a surge
in the number of claimants for
asylum rang alarm bells. They
showed that last vear there
had heen 70,000 such appli-
cants, a huge increage on nre-
vicus vears, of which, accord-
ing to the present Home
Secretary, only 20 to 30 per
cent had a well-founded case.

Media reports continually
highlighted the burdens that
the pation was bearving in
housing and maintaining these
immigrants. From time to
time, harrowing news emerged
of the deprivations and fatali-
ties suffered by unfortunates
from all over the world who
wished to enter this cpuntry

only to be allowed to work for 2
better life, )
“RACE CARD”

After the 1997 election, Mr
William Hague, the new Tory
leader, took up the issue,
pledging to stop “organised
asylum racketeers whe are
fiooding our country with
bogus asylum seekers”. The
U.N. High Commissioner for
Refugees reproved him for
exploiling a racial issue and
Labour spokesmen accused
him of plaving the ‘race card' -
it they were saying much the
same thing themselves.

Mr Tony Blair, the Prime
Minister, had in the House of
Commons condemned “bogus

gavhim anal---

benefit, work and caryy on rip
ping off the system”.

Both parties are angious not
to be seen as soft on illegal

appearing racist which| neitheg
of them wanted. An indication

seekers as having “given|life to
the racists”.

OFFENSIVE

Two weeks age, the Labour
government was again in the
firing line as a result of the
publicatior of a repert of the
Commission on the Future of
Multi-Ethnie Britain. Thid is &
body set up by the Runnymede
Trust, a non-governmehntal
think tank on issues of tace
equality, which is supported by
charitable foundations.
{ummission consisted off 27
Peomners. :
idantified with New Labour,
The Chairman of the Cominis-
gion 1s Lord Parekh, a Labour
peer of Indian origin. He is the
Emeritus Professor of Polifigal
Theory at the Universitylof
Hull and was the Deputy
Chairman of the governmeht
Commission for Racial
Equality.

The new 400-page report
asserts that racism is stijl
endemic in Britain and that
Labour has failed to root it suy,
It makes more than a hundre
recommendations to brin
about racial equality, the on
receiving mosi attention bein
that Britishness has racial con
notations and that Britai
should declare irself to be 2
multi-cultural society whe se
history needs to be “revised,
rethought or jettisoned”.

Mr Jack Straw had personal-
iy launched and blessed the
newly appeinted Commission
three years ago and, when the
report was published last
week, the Home (ffice wel
comed it As “a timely report
which adds much te the cur-
rent debate on multi-ethnic
Britain”. But that was, it now
appears, before it had been
read and the government
seemed to be endorsing a view
of Britain which many citizens
would find offensive.

The papers were full of it,
British patriotism was ai stake
and, recognising its damaging
potentiat, both the Prime Mi-
nister and Mr Straw rapidly
dissociated themselves from,
this conclusion. The Home
Secretary welcomed the contri-
bution the report had madg,
but felt that it was “grudging%?
in its recognition of what had
been achieved and, in particu-
lar, he “strongly parted compa-
ny” with its views on British-
ness.

It had not been a good week
for Labour on the race issue
and the Tories have been con-
tent to sit back and watch’
their opponents’ embarrass.
ment,

The hostility te illegal immi-
grants, some of whom claim te
he asylum seekers, remains
widespread and the Tories are
likelv tn maie 7 )
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HE SUREST sign of impending
elections in any country is when
the Government starts “listening”
to the people, the Prime Minister
suddenly becomes “responsive’” to the
public mood, and the Finance Minister
begins to hand out goodies, particularly to
those sections which, if alienated, can do
irreparable damage to the ruling party’s
electoral prospects. So, when Britain's
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Gardan

U Brown, rose in the House of Commons on

November B to unveil a package of
wideranging concession and reliefs i
became “official” that only an expectedly
dramatic decline in the Labour Party's
fortunes could now come in the way of
mid-term elections next May,

The Opposition, of course, was quick 1o
call it the “great pre-election splurge”, but
even the normally pro-Labour

- commentaters thought that Mr, Brown had

saccunbed o the computsions of an
election year. The package, which would
cost nearly £5 billion, came after months of
tough talking by Mr, Brown on the virtues
of “econemic prudence” and the danger of
the policy of “boom and bust” pracrised by
the Tories when they were in power — and
which ultirnately proved to be their
undoing, Clearly, intimations of electoral
martality had something to do with it, and
as The Times remarked:Buat for all his talk
of rigour, his principles wax and wane in
uncanny harmony with British electoral
cycles™.

The fact that the Prime Minister, Mr.
Tony Blair, put off a potentally high-profile
visit to Russta to help his Chancellar. with
the package did not go urmoticed. Clearly
Mr. Brown had not acted of his own. jt had
been a command performance and Mr.
Rlair made sure that the beneficiaries of

-~ Scoring bro
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Britain’s Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, applauds the Chancefior of the Excheljuer, Mr. Gordon
Brown... populist gestures,

The ‘Brown package’ is a
response (o a wake-up cajl the
Blair Government could have

poll largesse in Britain

the Christrnas “gift”" knew whomn they
should thank for it. Mr. Blair's highty
publicised decision 1o be around whilel Mr.
Brown presented his pre-Budgel propogals
was a symbolic act of putting his own
signature on the largesse; it was his way of
telling the electorare rhat he had gone fhe
extrz mile ta intervene on their behalf,
With the Labourt's traditional supparters
pensioners. farmers, lorry drivers — up in
arms barely six months before the
electons, the Prime Minister had few
optiens but to humour them in the nnly
way they were willing to be humoured —
by giving them what they wanted.

5o, the “Brown package” had something
for evervone: increased pension, freeze of
fuel duty, vut in yoad tax for farmers,
reduction in duty on “green’ petrol
{pleasing matorists as well as the
environmental fobby! and concessions for
single parents, among others. Where Mr.
Brown did draw the line was the fuei
protestors’ demand for a 26 p-a-litre cut in
petrol prices, and he could afford 1o be
tough with them because he had already
bought peace with many of the groups
which had formed pan of the crippling
Septemnber protest. What was left now was
oy 2 rump lobby with few teeth, as
subsequent events proved. The threatened

nie points

November 14 “march on
Landon™ turned out to be a non-
event, thanks to Mr. Brown's
widely-distributed concessions. It
was a smart strategy which saw
the Guvernmenrt buy peace with
its traditional supporters without
giving the impression of
surrendering to the protestors.

Mr. Blair can claim that he
stuck to his theme that while the
Government would “listen” to
the genuine grievances of the
people it would not give in 1o
threats or be intimidated by
those who “shout the loudest”,
His critics of course maintain
that this is not rue: they point
out thar the pensioners’ lobhy
within the Labour Pariy had
nearly revolted and in fact a day
before My, Brown announced his
proposals a number of
pensioners protested in Lopdan
making it clear that if the
Government did not listen 10
them it could not count on their
continued support. Similarly,
concessions on fuet duty are
seen as & response 1o the
September protest, and no one
even in the Government is
prefending that Mr. Brown would have
chosen to be 80 generous if there was no
public pressure — and if elections were not
around the cormner.

For &l the brave spin which is heing
attemnpted, the message that has gone out
is vlear: the Governroent will not listen
nnless you protest. Already, the trade
unions of nurses and other Government
emplovees have begun to flex their muscles
anid a senior union leader, threatening
industrial action, said thar “the only thing
Gordon undersiands is force™. The
Government is reported to be tonsidering
announcing an early pay raise for “key
protessionals” such as nursing staff to head
off what a newspaper called a possible
winter of discontent — the last winter
pefore the next elections, it may have
added. In the event, a Governimeni led by
an avowedly “peaple’s party” has exposed
itself w the charge of electoral
opportunism, and what must be most
galling for is to be accused by the Tories of
being “out of touch with the public mood”
— & charge which Mr. Blair downwards
cannot entirely shrug off. They have to
simply see the TV replay of their speeches
and comments in the initial stages of the
September protest to realise that they acted
with 4 touch of arrogance that surprised
their own supporters, [t was nat untif the
apirion polls started showing a steady
decline in the Labour's popularity — at
one stage it was overtaken by the
Conservatives and even the Lib Dems were
beginning 1o dream of a better future —
that the leadership woke up to the
seriousness of the situation,

The "Brown package’ is a response o 4
wake up call which the Goverpment could
have ignored only at its own peril. In the
event, the £5 billion is well spent. /
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" Blair adopts
pro-E.U. line

W
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By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, NoV, 14. The British Gov-
erament has decided to go on the
offensive on the thorny issue of
the country’s integration with Eu-
rope, and in an explosive demon-
stration of its new aggressive line,
the Primie Minister, Mr, Tony
Blair, and the Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Rabin Cook, have come out
unequivecally in favour of Betain
playing a more active role in Eu-
rope while negotiating “toughly”
ta protect its national interests.

The strong pro-Lurope  fine
emerged even as serious differ-
ences were reported between Mr.
Blair and the French President,
Mr. Jacques Chirac, over some
key issues that are hkely to come
up at next month’s Buropean
Suramit in Nice,

France, which holds the E.1.
presidency, remafns firmly op-
posed to Britain's insisience on a
national veto on policies relating
to tax and social securiry. Britain,
on the other hand, is resisting at-
tempis o foist common pan-Eu-
ropean  faxation  and  social
security measures on all member
countries, and the Nice summit is
likely to see some tough posturing
on both sides, judging from the
repartedly frosty tone of the Blair-
Chirac telephone conversation on
Monday,

This did not, however, affect
Mr. Blair's pussionate advncacy of
the European cause and in what
was seen as an orchestrated per-
formance Mr. Cook threw his full
weight behind his Prime Minister.
Speaking on separate occasions
on  Monday but using what
sounded like the same songsheet,
the two led a sharp attack on the
critics of the Government's Eu-
rope policy.

“If we want ta stand up for Bri-
tain then we have to be in Europe,
active, constructive, involved all
the time. We have to negotiate
roughly and get our way, not
stand aside and let other Europe-
an countries make the decisions
that matter 1o us’’, Mr Blair said.

Mr. Cook was particularly crit-
fcal of the way the national media
had beeo reporting the issue and

VY

The British Prime Minister,
Mr. Tony Blair, at the annual
Lord Mayor's Banguet
in London on Monday. — AP

said it was failing in ks mission 1o
inform the public,

“From now on, the Govern-
ment will be rebutting all such
storfes vigorously and promptly.
You will be hearing the catch-
prase “facts, not myths " juntl that
is the way the E.t). is reported ™,
hie warned.

Mr. Blair, speaking af a high-
prefile banquet a1 the Lord May-
or's Mansion House, describ
his Government’'s Europe policy
as one of “enlightened |patriot-
ism' which envisaged an active
“engagement” with Furdpe bur
on its owr terms, “Be at the cen-
tre of evepts, not a spectator, n
particular be a leading player, nor
a bit player’’, he said.

this was the true way of] stand-
ing up for Britain as ir strove to
hecome a bridge between Furope
and the Adantic.

The Blair-Coak offensive is by
far the strongest mounted gne by
the Goveryment in the fice of
growing Euro-scepticism gcross
the country, and with the Cgnser-
vatives detcrmined to make it an
election issue next surmimer|

{1t is seen both as a wamihg o
the Furophobics within the La-
bour Party to get thc megsage
stratght, and to the Tories|that
they would not be allowed tg hi-
jack the issiue.

THE :-leDiJ
1 g nov 200



. London, September 21

Missile attack at_
British MI6 Hqs'

MW

"SMALL missile” caused
the explosion at the head-
quarters of ME6, Britain's
foreign intelligence agency in
Centra! London, yesterday, said
the Head of Scotland Yard's anti-
terrorist branch, Alan Fry,

Fry said therc was "minimal"

. damage to the outside of the
" building on the south bank of the
©river Thames, less than a mile
- from the Houses of Parliament
- und Downing Street.

He refused to specnlate on the
ivpe of weapon used, but said it

. was unlikely it had been mortar,

which would have caused more
damage. Fry, addressing journal-

" ists outside the MI6 headquar-

ters today, said police investigat-
ing the attack were "keeping in

. mind" dissident Irish Republican

groups but were not ruling out
other possible perpetrators.

The work of the intelligence
service had not been disrupted

- hy the blast, which witnesses said

had becn immediately followed
by a second explosion.
Emergency services were called

N

N

the
s of

an explosion near to
Central London headquarte
116, police said.
A spokesman for the London
amqbulance service said last rfight
was no report of any dasu-
altics, but emergency senjices
had sealed off the area ardqund
the site of the explosion.
Sky News television reported
that army bomb disposal officers
were at the scene checking [that
there were no unexpladed
devices. The headquartery of
MI5, the domestic intellipgnce
service, are situated dirgctly
opposite the MI6 headquarters,
on the other side of the riven.
A spokesman of the forgign
office, which supervises MI6.
said: "We are aware of the gnci-
dent, but we don't know|any
details as yet.”
Alex Frank, an cyewitness
quoted by Sky News who fives
near the scene, claimed that he
had heard two separate explo-
sions. "There were definitely two
explosions, they were |oud
cnough to shake the building
where I was living,” he was quot-
ed as saying. (AFP)

LR el A U
Fhay

LA
{riz

B L i it
O Y N ket



Blair admits mista

S,

but seeks second term

Vijay Dutt I
London, September 27 ’]/(,n

GUSHING WITH sweat and trying to sound sinccie
| in his penitence and promises, British Prime Ministér
Tony Blair appealed to voters to give him a second
term, during his 35-minute speech at the
Labour annual party conference being held in
Brighton.

Perspiring profusely despite the sea-chilled air, Blair
oscillated between contrition and defiance. He admit-
ted that he had made mistakes, particularly over the
Millennium Dome and pension rate, and then went on
to promise to listen to the people.

This was something which he had never said in his
earlier speeches. Apparently, Blair was a much chas-
tened man and the delegates liked the change in his
attitude. He moved his delegates and won many in the
media.

He was applauded when he said, “And there are
things we have done that have made people angry and
we should be open enough to admit it,” and added
that he owed public an explanation.

His stress on making Britain a country of equal
opportunities to every individual whatever be his or

j{( i, \ .
\

her religion, culture and ethnici

, would definitely

help Labour secure the sympathy of over three million

ethnic community voters.

This was apparent when he got the delegates cheer-

ing wildly his promise to take Brit

end of which would be “j

in on a journey the

Britain where

every child born in this millgnnium, whatever
their background, race or creed, wherever they

live, whoever their parents, is

able to make the

most of the God-given abilities they bring into this

world”.

“That journey is worth making, & fight worth fight-

ing. A fight we must win.” This brc
on their feet. So did his scathingly
William Hague.

ught the delegates
worded attacks on

“He is always leaping aboard every passing band-
wagon. Opportunism always knocks for William
Hague. You want tax. cuts? Have them. Spending

rises? Have them too.”

Everyone, the ministers, delegates and commenta-

tors agreed that this Blair speech

was his best cver.

And it had its desired effect. His party men are willing

takes. s

aloof and authori-
admitted his mis-

to forget the fagt that he has been
tarian. Tth? Blad that he has

{HE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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~Britain resumes limite
~%, arms sale to Pak.-n\™

_\_*\{) ’ By Thomas Abraham

LONDON JuLy 6. British defence
sules to the military regime in Pa-

. kistan have resumced recently, the

' liamentary  question,

British government has reveaied.
Even though Britain had con-
demined the coup, it has main-
tained a policy of engaging with
the Musharraf Government, and
has now begun o clear licences
for a selected runge of defence
eguipment.

The Foreign Office Minister, Mr
Peter Hain, in response to a par-
had said
that 20 licences had been granted
for naval spares, bemb disposal
equipment and goods for civil
end users, while 26 other licence
applications had been rejected.

Because of the strong stand Bri-
tain had initiafly adopted against
the coup in Pakistan, it had been
widely assurned that there was a
ban on arms sale to the military
zovernment. In fact there had
heen no such ban, though Britain
had gone slow on clearing various
pending applications for export
licences. As a Foreign Office spo-
kesperson said, "We have nhever
accepted, or suggested that there
has been an embarge” on de-
fence sales to Pakistan.

After the military coup, and af-

ter the Kargil incursion, Britain
froze decisions an a number of
pending  export licences, Now,
rmore than a year later, Britain hag
clearly decided to resurne limited
defence sales. “'We were berter
able 10 assess the record and in-
wentions of Musharraf,” a Foreign
Office spokeswoman said. "This
does not mean we are cntirely
content with the  Government,
but we have made a fair judgmens
of the kind of licences which
should be granted.”

Mr, 1tain, told the British Par-
liament that export licences had
been given for © a narrow and
well-defined range of equipmert™ |
after raking time to consider "the
situation in Pakistan and the
wider region lollowing the coup
in Qctober 1999.7 Britain  re-
mained “concerned about de-
fertce cxports to Pakistan, in the
Hght o7 last year's incursion art the
Kargil sector of the Line of Cou-
trol in Kashmir, the military coup,
the possibility of diversion ta un-
desirable end-users and contin-
lied regional tensions,”

“We have refused licences for
certain military equipment to Pa-
kistan because we do not judge
that they meet our criteria,” he
added,

THE HINDU
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" British troops back in

BELFAST, JULY 6. British 1ronps whe
were rushed ono Belfast's streets
for the first time in two yesrs
helped quell a tourth night of Pro-
testant  hardline violence in
Northern Ireland, officials said 1o-
day. "‘( y \})
A huge show of [othe '\'vl'nigl‘h
by troops and police in thdBritish
province's troubiespols reNuced
the violence of jprevious niglats,
triggered by a ban on a Protest
march through a4 Roman Catholit
enclave. The army anneunced
last night it was deptoving troops
on Belfast's streets shortly after
the Royal Ulster Constabulary
chiel,  5ir Bonnie  Flanagan
wained that Protestant hardliness
plannied bomit and gun attacks.
Sir Ronnie said extreme loval-
ists were planning further atracks
following Tuesday s exchange of
gunfire in north Belfasl between
the RUC and Loyalist terrorists.
The shols came from o bousing
estate where the Ulster Freedom
Fighters leader Jonnny  Adair
holds sway. The RUC chiel said
the threar came from “the ex-
treme fringe of lovalism in terms
of what they intend to do, in
terms of the attacks that they in-
tend to carry out against my affi-
cers up to and ineluding the use
ot hlast bombs and fircarms.
The violence has rocked the
province's fragile peace process,
which appearcd 10 be making
headway recently with the re-gs-
tablishment of a power-sharing
governmenl! representing the Pro-
testamt majurity and Catludic mi-
nority. Last nignt's violenee was
largely confined (o Belfast where
witnesses reporied a petrol bomnb
attack on police, The nijacking of
vehicles which were then set on
fire as Darricades and sporadic
outbreaks of stone-  threwing.
Riot police in armoured vehicles
drove back 60 masked stone-
throwing vouths in a Prolestant
stronghold near Belfast's city cen-
tre afier they hijacked a bus. Po-
lice figures showed that 29
officers had been injured in the

o

Belfast

Troubled march through Portadown

OHicials ine Nuriln freland ace appedling lur Protestact hed-lrer
have caused ricling, fzar and destuection acins
¢ and stacks are ty lorce Brtish aulhonties tc carizel the bencr a
fraditioral Prozestart parade through a Gatholic neighbortaod

sieel pro‘ests th
The prates

| The Orange Order
g stant orednization in Narhemn Iretand
e members

et 1 1705 after 2 slash between Protestants anc

the Sattia of the Diamond near Postadown

Iz Protestant 1958
> i, every tuly e
1690 gefeat of Catolic
he Pratestant william of

ches egch
events. “he
af “otadnwn march every first o second Sunday in

in Warkd War |. its biggest
12 seleprates tre |
“irg James )l by

Lo calt ol
‘e region

et days. .
Ry forced have ;
fntec Protesiant | |

Profestant
* seelion

four nights ot vielence. The army
said in a statement there had
been more public disorder inci-
dents in the Northern lreland
capital in the 24 hours up (v last
night than in the whoele of last
vear.

"Tiefore long, if this goes on,
there will be ceaths.” the ¢church
of Iredand primate Robin Eames
said i a radio interview, British
army engineers erected a wall of
steel and razor wire at a bridge in
Drumeree, a hamlet that has be-
came the centre of a growing
storm over this year's “marching
scason’’ by the pro-British Proles-
tant Orange Order.

Last night, trouble was linsied
o Protestant hardiners throwing
fireworks at socurity Torces and
setring lire to 1y1es at Lhe base of
the steel wall,

General Sir Mike Jackson, one
of Britain's top military leaders
spoke wosoldicrs installing the
tortlications. An army  spokes-
man said Gen. Jackson, who com-
manded the NATO-led
peaceteeping furce that entered
Kosoro in June 1999, was on a
“pre-plarned routine visil” to the
province. Troops and police are

enfording an order barring next
Sunday's Orange Order parade
from marching from Drumcree
into the Garvaghy Road. a Catho-
lic englave in the nearby town of
Portadown. “the sccurity forces
will respond accordinglv. They
have the resources and they have
my full suppory,” sajd Britain's
Northern lreland Secretary, Mr,

Perar Mandelson,

The| Orange Dnler Hels
marchigs w mark e ald
taitlefield victories against Ca-

tholicy, The organisatioan's ruiing
body. [the Crand Orange fodoe,
distanged iself from the s -
the Grand Orange Lodge toally
sbhory and condemns the vio-
tenee |of the past \ foreagd
Lodas| calls Tor testraiii.

those who wish to suppert the Or-
ange Order. We shoukd not stoop

I

cx

Feloely
[ AN

s the | ways of ow cnemics, ot
said 1ioa statornent e frdder
says it has a treasured right o
walk the quecn’s highway'' but
Catholics brand the parades as
iriumphalist. Britain has  sent
2000 pxira roops Lo Northern

Treddiig
wicle

in the run-up o prevince-
arches on July 12. — Reu-

ters




EW POLITICIANS could
have had a worse week.
On Wednesday, e
British Prime Mirister,
Mr. Tony Blai, retved a
drubbing in Parliament totn
the Conservative Leader of the
Opposition, Mr. William Hagoe.
“Mr. Hapgue hauled the Frime
Minister aver the ceals o a
proposal Mr. Blawr had made
cutl down on public
- drunkenness and disarderly
‘behaviour by giving the pulice
D0Wers o Impose ca-ihe-sp
nes. Semior police ntlicers had
dismissed the schenie as
inpractical, deenly erabarassing
the Prime Miniser My, Hugne
ruhbed salt in the wonnd by
taunting Mr. Blair i Panianrent
over his differences of uptuion
with the police.

As the Prime Miniswer went
home that day re lick his
wounds, there was woerse news
to come, The polive bad found
his 16-vear-old ~on. . faw
ar night at Leice<ion Sgaare. o
popular centre ul
entertainment in London,
sitting by the side of the road
i a drunken state alter having
celebrated the end of his school
leaving GUSE exains a littie o
spivitedly, While (dere was
Hikelihond of the Oppositon
making political capital ot an
incident that couid have
happened to any parent of
teenagers, the media reported
the incident widely, and few
could cscape the wonv of the
Prime Minister's son bring
found drunk the day alter his
tather had proposed tough
Fines 1w discoutaye
drunkenness in puhiic. As M.
Blair pui it later, “Being a
Prime Minister can be a 1ough
job. being a pacent is
sometmaes iaugher, und vou
don’l alwavs suveeed)

Though being a Prime
Minister is undautnedhy tough
al the best of thines, vver the
past month, v, Biadr hos heen
finding it wugher thar usual,
Nothing seems 1o be gomg well
for him, and the wmedia bas
been carrving Hitde gulineai
noews ather theay e seties ol
citbarrassmiesis thut have
dogged My, Blair, Chie of bis
close suppotters, thy
milliennire noveliss, 3l hen
Follet, launched a scahing

3
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pubiic atack an Al 1
sivle of governisuce, which he
sald wvas characterised by
gossiping and backstabbing. A
lew weeks earlier, the Women's
{nstitute, a normally ki gronp
of middle-aged women, had
heckled him during a speech.
To compound his problems,

Tony Blair... a beleaguered Prime Minister.

With a general election expected next vear, the

British Prime Minister, Mr.

ony Blair, and his

aides will be desperately seeking to stem the
tide of bad news, says THOMAS ABRAHAM.

repores of divisions within his
Government dominated news
neadlinegs, confirming the
impression in the public miud
of ¢ Prime dinisuer who was
using ks grip.

Toar entent, it B nevitable
it any Govermment, oven ane
ds populur as this Labour
Sinisty was when it was
elected threy years ago, will
siifer reverses. Bul Mr. Blair's
tull from gruce appears o be
starker becavse it also cleady
marks the end of his fong
honeymoon with the British
media. The rash of adverse
headlines and news stories

markgd the failure ol a straiegy
that Mr. Blair had successfully
followed since his davs in the
Dppasition — using the inedia
w prbject Bimsell and his
partyfGoverameni in g positive
light

Buth as Leader of the
Opposition snd as Prime
Mingster. Mr. Blair hes been
ecutely aware how important i
15 id have a constant stream of
positive headlines and news
sturies Lo help consolidate his
parfy’'s and Goverrument’s
position. Until a few months
ago, Mr. Blair appeared 1o be
sugeecding supremely, 1t was

Or ' -

rafe to} see stories unfavourabic
wr the €overnment on the (ront
pages of the British press.
Pxcept for the staunchly
Conservative Ixily Telegraph
and the Daily Mail, Mr. Blais
and his advisers had succeeded
in winning over most of the
other major Britsh newspapers,
A key aide who has
implemented Mr. Biair's media
strategy, has been his press
secretary, Vi Alistair Campbell.
A former tabloid journalist, Mr.
Campbell has combined a
shrewd anderstanding of how
to mould the news agenda with
a combative personal style
which has allowed him o
ensure a flow of positive stories
about the Government, But Mr.
Campbell, after facing
Increasing criticism for his
“spin doctoring™ of the media
has retreated to the
background, and is clearly
plaving a less active rofe in
day-to-day press tanagement,
This has cleasly had an impact
on the Government.

The lack of an active press
managenient strategy bas led to
a string of disastrous headlines,
and the impression is growing
of & Government which is
increasingly ineffectual and at
odds with itself. Earlier, the
occasional bit of had news
wontld he drawned out by some
skiltfully planted news about
some new Government
initiative or the other. This no
longer seems to happen, and
the resudt hias been a series of
disasters fur Mr. Blair.

Normaily, the Tack of a media
strategy s not a fatal flaw in o
Governument, But Mr, Blair's
“new Labour” project has
based the success of its
political strategy on its media
strategy more than most other
paolitical parties. Britain is a
naturally Conservative country,
and the Blairite strategy has
been to use the media to win
uver a public which is
instinctively ani-Labour, The
media was also to be used to |
win enough time for the :
Government ta push through !
deep political and econnmie |
reforms, which over the long
term would make Labour the .
natural party of Government in
Brirain. i

The sceming breakdown of
fh Government's media
strategy. i unchecked, could be
a serious setback for My, Blais's
ambitions for a second lerm in
Government. With a gencral
election expected next yeas, the
Prime Minister and his aides
will be desperately seeking to
stemn the tide of bad news,

THE HINDU
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MARTIN FLETCHER
THE TIMES, LONDDN

LONDON, June 1. — Workers
would have the right to de-
mand shorter hours and time
off with their families under a
draft Eurapean charter of
rights that has been drawn up
in Brussels.

The draft, obtained by Th&
Times, promises Eurcpean citi-
zens B0 hasic rights relating to
employnment, family life, dis-
crimination, liberty and med-
ical advances.

They include an emplovee’s
right to join a unien, to strike
and to be protected against
nnjustified” dismissal; a ban
on cloning human beings; and
the outlawing of capital pun-
ishment and the extradition of
criminals to countries includ-
ing America where they might
be executed or tortured. Chil-
dren would have the right to be
treated as equals and consulted
oh matters relating to them.

The European Parliament,
Commissien and several EU
rembers, including Germany,

want the final version incarpo-
rated into European law, mea-
ning it would override national
law. European integrationists
describe it as a “building block
for a European constitution,”
and predict that Tony Blair
will find himself isolated if he
seeks (o veto it. But ecrities
denounced the draft, saying it
would lead inexorably to a
European superstate and hob-
ble business with workers’ enti-
tlements that are seen as a
direct challenge to Britain's
free market philosophy and
trade union reforms.

“If the draft charter ever
became law it would be deeply
damaging for Britain,” Francis
Maude, the shadow foreign sec-
retary, said. “It threatens to
impose significant costs on
businesses and the real agenda
here is not to protect peoples’
rights which we would strongly
support but to create a Euro-
pean constitution leading to a
European superstate. The
British people emphatically do
not want this.”

The so-called Charier of

ir go

Fundamental Rightd was com-
missioned last Jund to “make
their {the rights’
impertance and relevhnce more
visible to the Unien's citizens.”
The draft has been drawn up
over six months by a p2-strong
convention of MEPs, |nationat
parliamentarians anid repre-
sentatives of the 15 heads of
governments. The final version
will be presented o the heads
of government before |Decem-
ber's Nice summit, whith must
decide whether it should be
legally binding. The British
government says it phould
merely pull together|rights
enshrined in existingidocu-
ments, rather than create new
ones. It should be a “shojvease,
not a launchpad,” Keith Vaz,
the Europe minister said. And
the foreign office said the gov-
ernment was confident it wonld
not have to exercise its veilo.
Andrew Dufl, a Liberal
crat MEP invoived in the draft-
ing process, said he bhelibved
Britain would be isolated|if it
sought to prevent the charter
acguiring legal status. Pebple

ms‘[ﬁlm
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Workers’ draft charter

puts Blai in a fix

were fed up with grand
declaratory statements from
Brussels, he said. The Prime
Minister should weicome an
attempt to strengthen citizens’
rights and protect them from
abuses of power in Brussels.
The draft charter proseribed a
“reformed Europedan social mo-
del.” not an old-style statist Fr-
ench or Gerinan model, Tt was
written “on the presumption
that it will be mandatory.” and
was certainly a “building block
for a Buropean constitution.”
Most of the charter is. in fact,
based on existing entitlements,

with the the articles dealing |

with economic and secial rights
the most contentious. Besides
having the right 1o join unions
and strike, workers would alse
be able demand a limit on their
working hours, and to enjoy
“the right to reconecile their
family and professional lives”
through measures such as
parental leave. The draft also
says member states must pro-
vide enough social assistance o
guarantee their cilizens a
“decent existence”



«+ Now Blair’s lab

HE SATIRICAL magazine Privare Eve
said it all with an Hlustration on its
cover the week before the British
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair's new
son was born. It showed Mr. Blair watking with
his expectamt wife, Mrs. Cherie Blair, urging
her to move faster with the words: “Hurry up
dear, we need to get to the hospiral before it

. gets shut down"', Mrs. Blair did ger to the hos-
* pital on time, and luckily for her, it was a flag-

! ship hospital n

the Government-funded
National lealth Service, and so in ro danger
of being shut down. But the magazine cover
effectively made the point that for many in
Britain, the state of the crumbling, underfund-
ed health service is a more urgent issue than
the birth of Leo Blair.

But despite this, the birth of baby Leo, the
first child to be born to a serving Prime Minis-
ter since the rime of the Liberal Prime Minis-
ter, Lord fohn Russell, 150 years ago, has
clearly had some small impact on Mri. Blair's
fortunes. The front pages of newspapers and
radic and TV news bulleting were full of the
new arrival, and the Blairs were flooded with
messages of congratulation from all over the
country. For a few days at least, jt diverted

L atrention from the flood of bad news that had

hit the seemingly infallible Mz, Blair. He had
faced the humilitation of seeing his hand-
picked candidate for the post of Mayor of Lon-
don trounced by a rebel candidate, Mr. Ken
Livingstone, and had seen his party do dis-
mally in local government elections.

Opinion polls also indicated the party's
standing was falling, while the oppositicn
conservatives were slowly creeping up. A poll
in the Guardian newspaper in mid-May
showed a pronounced anti-Government
mood amoeng voters, with Labour down to &
seven-point lead over the conservatives, its
lowest since the last general election in May
1997. Asked how they would vote if there was
an immediate gencral election, 41 per cent
said they would vote for Labour, compared to
34 per cent for the conservatives. Labour sup-
port had fallen four per cent gver the previous
maonth the poll showed, while the conservative
support had risen by two per cent.

This fall in support for the Government has
worried the Labour Party, because Mr. Blair
plans to call a general election either in the
spring or the autumn, even though his term
does not end till May 2001. Labour Party strat-
egists and political analysts blare the Govern-
ment's falling popularity  on the
disenchantment that its traditional supporters
feel. :

This grassroots unhappiness flows from two
reasons. The first is due to the direction in
which that Mr. Blair has taken the party since
he became its leader five years ago. The La-
bour Party upder Mr. Blair is far more to the
certre of the political spectrum than it has
ever been. The party has abandoned many of
its traditional policies on issues such as taxa-
tion, public ownership of industries, and the
role the Government sitould play in the econ-
omy. Mr. Blair's pro-business, laissez faire pol-
icy helped to attract mitlions of middle class
voters who would normally have voted for the
conservatives, and this helped the Labour Par-
ty 1o its landslide victory in 1997. But in the

| process, many traditional Labour supporters,

who kept the party alive during its 17 years E'n
the wilderness when the conservatives were in
pawer. have been alicnated. There is a wide-

il

Guwen the level of unhappiness

recennect Mr. Tony Blair
his grassroots supporters,
writes THOMAS ABRAHAM.

spread feeling among party traditionalists that
Mr. Blair has abandoned the core values ofjthe
party, and this in turn bas led to apathy. Griss-
roots party workers no longer seermn be motjva-
ted enough tu go out and campaign for tBeir

candidares, or even to vole on election dayl as.

the experience of the local government elgc-

tions, and the European parliamentary elec-

tions before than demonstrated.

A second factor causing grassroots unhappi-
ness is the alienation that many party workeérs
and hackbench MPs feel from the leadership.
Mr. Blair runs an extremely centratised paity
vrganisation, with powel concemrated in the
hands of a few trusted advisers. Dissent and

dehite is rarely tolerated. This has given the

ur starts

party a disciplined image, but it has also led Lo
disenchantment among its core supporters.

The party leadership clearly realises " the

‘problem it faces, and has started trying to win

back the suppart of the grassrools. Some of
the moves it has taken have been clearly pop-
ulist. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr.
Gordon Brown, for example, launched a
broadside against Oxford University, often
scen as a symbol of elitist privilege, accusing it
of discrimipating in jrs admissions policy
against students from Government schools
from the poorer parts of the country,

Other Government initiatives promisc to he
more substantial. Mr. Blair has for example
made it clear that the reform of the National
Health Service through the injection of fresh
funds is going 1o be one of his priorides. The
state of the health service is a major eoncermn
not anly for traditional Labour vaters, but fer

‘the public at large, and will be a vote winner.

Similarly, pensioners, who form a sizeable
chunk of both the voting population ag well as
Labour supporters and have felt particulary
neglected by the Government, can expect pen-
sion increases and other bhenefits, Given the
level of unhappiness within the Labour Party,
itis clearly going to take more than the birth of
a baby to reconnect Mr. Blair with his grass-
root supporters.

The British Prime Minister, Mr. Tany Blair, cradles his newborn
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son, Leo... the least of his worries?



UK military attache in Athekn/s killed

' M Cops suspect Nov 17 terrorist group in attack t

ATHENS, JUNE 8

AGENCE FRANCE PRESTE \Q
¥
v

B
WO gunmen On a mo-
torcycle shot and killed
the military attache at
Britain's cmbassy in
Athens on Thursday in an attack
police said bore the hallmarks of
the November 17 terrarist group.
Brigadier Stephen Saunders
was shot four times in the ab-
domen by gunmen on a motorcy-
cle as he drove between Athens
and a northem suburb, the hospi-
tal said. Saunders, aged about 50,
was married and the father of two
daughters, the embassy said.
Speaking before the an-
nouncement of Saunders’ death,
British Foreign Secrctary Robin
Cook condemned the attack as
“pointless”. “We are all shocked by
this brutal, totally pointless attack.
We feel very deeply for the defence
attache and our thoughts must at
this time be with his relatives,”

{

Stephen Saunders

Cook told the BBC, speaking from
Freetown, thc Sierra Lconean
capital, where he is visiting Brtish
troops. :

Police said the gunmen opened
firc on Saunders witha 45 mm pis-
tol around 8 am as the British offi-
cial drove a white Rover belonging
to the embassy along a major
boulevard linking central Athens
with the city’s upscalc northem

suburbs. The gy
there was ne imi
responsibility ford

But police sa
suspected that th
known as Noven
hind the shootin
uscd, the weapar
believe that the a
to November 17,
tion we are lookiy
itns Efsthathiadig
in the ministry for

Police said t
spent cartridges at
45 mm pistol, the
November 17 in 3
nations attribute)
since 1975, The

whose members has ever been ar- .

rested, has killed 17
ple over the past 2
US officers, Turk]
ures.

Considered b
be one of the moy
rotist organjzatic

y 2 gunmen on motorbikes

nmen fled and
nediate ciaim of
he attack.

d they strongly
e terronist group
nber 17 was be-
0. “The method
used, lead us to
ssailants belong
that is the direc-
ag in,” said Dim-
L a senior official
publicorder.
hev found four
the scene froma
weapon used by
about 2() assassi-
d to the group
group, none of

norc than 20 peo-
b years, including
k and Greek fig-

y Washington to
t dangerous ter-
ns in the world,

November 17 appeared for the
first time in December 1975, when
the head of the US Central Intelli-
gence Agency’s Athens burean
was murdered. November 17 also
claimed responsihility for the May
1999 rocket attack on the Athens
residence of German Ambassador
Carl Heinz Kunha, as well as a
rocket attack in April on the
Athens headquarters of the Social-
ist Party. The group’s name is
taken from the student revolt
against Greece’s 1967-1974 mili-
tary dictatorship, which ended in
bioodshed on November 17,1973,

The US State Department
sharply criticized the Athens’ gov-
emment handling of the terrorist
problem in a report issued last
month. The report drew an angry
denial from Greece.

“This is a big issue in our rela-
tionship,” one US official said at
the time, pointing to the unsolved
assassinations of US diplomats in

Greece.
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HE manner in which 58 people of Chinese
@ origin, trying to sneak into Britain, died on
" the way is horrifying. From the reports, it
looks like they were asphyxiated to death when the
ventilation system in the refrigerated container in
which they were travelling failed. The incident is a
pointer to the extent to which illegal immigrants
from Third World countries risk their lives in their
" search for greener pastures. There may not be
much public sympathy for these people, given the
fact that they were circuraventing the immigration
{aws of Britain. But, then, there is another flip side to
the macabre story. Had the mishap not occurred
and the customs authorities not checked the con-
tainer, they would have reached Britain and would
have found some jobs. It’s only because there isde-
mand for workers of certain kind that the under-
. worldis able to trade in hurnan misery, Otherwise,
the hapless victims would aot have paid enomnous
sums of money to the racketeers concerned for a
place in that refrigerated container. The tragedy
may induce the British customs authorities to check
every container that passes through Dover, the
‘main port of entry to Britain, Political leaders may
also use it fo highlight the problems illegal immi-
gration catises o the country. But all this amounts to
treating the symptoms rather than the disease.
Attherootof the problemis the demand that ex-
ists for certain kinds of workers in European coun-
tries. Thanks to improvement in the standards of liv-
ing, unemployment doles available and negative
population growth, there are not enough people to
provide certain services and do certain jobs. In the
farming sector, for instance, there is acute shortage

aths in a container,

\?}@First admit that demand for labour exists W AN

/

developed countries are not attracted o certa
which they consider tedious or less-paying. B
the immigrants, who are prepared towork ha
an alien country than they would have done

cougntries do not realise the need for such ia
and political parties are not comfortable, eif
dernanding legalised immigration:

‘War, are naturally enough more realistici
gard. Theyhave in place a work permit 3
whereby foreigners are given work permit$, which |
enable them to work in the country withput the
rights and privileges of a citizen. There have been
suggestions that India, too, should intrg¢duce a
work-permit system to effectively mosnitor the |
movement of illegal immigrants from, say
Bangladesh. In any case, the first step to tackle a
problem is to recognise it. t

INDIAN EXFRESS




_Bfitain VOWS

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE

DOVER, JUNE 20 ﬁl! s
BRITAIN promised on Monday to

wage war on the “evil” traffic in human be-
ings after the corpses of 58 stowaways from
the Far East were discovered aboard a
truck trying to enter the country. -

Police, meanwhile, were stiil trying to
determine out they 54 men and four
women got in there,
when, and who was
behind the smug-
gling operation. Al-
though their nationality has not been con-
firmed officially, the BBC was reporting
that they were of Chinese origin, However,
the Chinese embassy satd earlier it had not
been contacted in refation to the incident.

Key to the mystery are two men who
were discovered alive among the corpses in
the truck, which arrived in the English port
of Dover just before midnight on Sunday
from the Belgian Portof Zeebrugge.

An interpreter who was taken to a local
hospital to find out the condition of the sur-
vivors told hospital staff they were distressed
and traumatised. The interpreter said they
were badly dehydrated and barely able to

IMMIGRANTS’ DEATH

A A S S B

VR

to wage a war|
against ‘human trafficking’ |

speak, but indicateld they had tried to getout

of the container without success. Medically, |
d comiortabie,” police .
said. The driver of the Dutch-registergd

they were “stable

jorry was arrested and questioned,
Although the lorry’s refrigeration unit
was nat switched on, the coutainer was her-

meticallysealed. “The 38 who perished

must have died the most terrible death,”
British Home Secretary Jack Straw told
Farliament in a
staternent.
Police said suffo-
cation or intoxica-
tion from carbon dioxide fumes were the
likeliest causes of death, but the results of
post moriems were not expected until the
moreing. ’ s
EU leaders meeting for a summit in
-Feira, Portugal, voiced “shock™ at the
deaths of the foreigners and pledged “in-
tensified cooperation” to defeat such hu-
man trafficking. They said Europe must
take sanctions against “this serious and de-
spicable crime.” British Prime Minister

Tony Blair-said the gruesome discovery |

only served to highlight the need “to tryand
stamp out what is an evil trade trbringing
people into thiscountry.”
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THE DEERSHOCK over the discovery that near-
ly 60 men and women of Chinese origin have
perished while atternpring to illegally smuggle
themselves into Britain will only be matched by
the revulsion felt for the criminal racketeers in
human trafficking whe are behind such recur-
ring tragedies. An international search has been
statted to locate the gang that packed them into
a containet lorry and sent them o their death. A
manhunt will be launched to race the route
that these Chinese took so that the authorities
can plug loopholes in custorns and immigration
procedures in westerm turope, which has
proved to be a fertite ground for international
critmninal networks Lo operate. The chaos of the
end of the Cald War and the collapse of the
communist regimes in eastern furope opened
the floodgates to would-be immigrants and at-
tracted criininal operatives who moved in with
their willing cargo of humans. From container
lorries ta cargo holds in ships to death boats, all
modes of fransport have been put to use for this
clandestine operation. For much of the pop-
ulations of Asia, Afvica and Latin America, no
risk has been 106 high, no danger avoidable.
The prosperity in the West is an irresistible lure.

There dre already calls for tightening im-
migration laws in the West 1o check the flow of
these refugees of poverty. The British Home
Secretary, Mr. fack Straw, while condemning
legal trafficking, bas described the latest trage-
dy as a “'stark warning” to other would-be im-
migrants, and spokesmen of the opposition
Conservative party have blamed official laxity at
ports. The human cargo would have passed the
gates at Dover without so much as a check but

for the suspicign aroused by the action of the
lorry driver. But Britain and the European
Union bhave legislative measures that are cer-
tainly draconian enough and are enforced in
the most ruthless manner. If these measures
and others that seek to raise a wall have not
deterred men and women, mosily innocent,
from placing their fate in the hands of the hu-
man tratfickeys, the remedy must lie elsewhere,

What lures these humans to undertake of-
tent hazardous jouraeys from their homes is the
opportunity for economic betterment that they
sce [ the wealthy West. Na barriers can seem
insurmourigble. or be an effective counter to
stitle the {low, Precisely because this pertains to
the fundamental queslion of degrading pover-
ty, such man-made tragedies will continue to
take place, defying rules and regulations as long
as economif inequities persist. Men and wom-
en will confinue to let themselves be sealed in
airtight comfainers and be ready to suffer suffo-
cation and death for half a chance to cross the
paverty bajgriet. India witnessed such tragedies
with sickening regularity in the earlier decades
and has foynd it impossible to stemn the flight of
refugees: gince the beginning of this year 141
indians hgve been found trying to get into Bri-
iain at Dover against 198 Chinese. There have
been as npany Sri Lankan and Pakistani illegal
immigrants. Such iragedies are waiting to hap-
pen, said| s member in the Commons, in re-
marks [hat  required  no  extraordinary
presciende to make. it is a {act of life that the
unspeakdhle horror of the deaths at Dover will
soon be forgotten and gangs of human trafiick-
ers will dontinue with their lucrative job.

THE HINDU
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PROMISED LAND

G\ Death ride to Britain ¢ *¥*

agents dupe clients and run away with the money without so
much as the sniff of a visa. Hopefuls are left high and dry.
Having lost everything, they cannot even take recourse to the
law as the whole deal is illegal.

in the host countries, illegal immigrants equal cheap labour.
Immigrant businessmen pay agents to bring in others)from
their home countries, who pay off the agent’s fees hy working
for free in their host’s factories and restaurants. Apart) from
statutory deportation of illegal immigrants caught during
raids, the British government has introduced fines for people
caught trying to smuggle in asylum-seckers in a bid 1o stamp
oul the lucrative practice. This may be a step in the| right
direction bul what 1s required is a concerted effort to catph the
agents and middlemen who deal in illegal trade of Human
lives. They are the real culprits who benefit the most ang have
nothing to lose.



AMNED if you do,
damned if you don*t.
In a world of har

Tluﬂ.:i,};
annuunced this week
\ nd g 5,000 b

i Sierra Leone, the scene
wuld have been set for news-
tanwy cartoons of a mad-eyed
Elair asiride a rocket.
fon LU0 paramilitary person-
sob digployed with the ostensi-
e of merely organis-
cvacuation led to carica-
lapicting a pathetic My
th a peashooter.

+ with the exception of
Sireet newspapers are
iy consistent about inter-
. There is a right wing

hould intervene only
: vavn narrowly defined
{ interests are threat-
Zwectly. Then there is its
cunterpart on the leff,
helizves the British are
riatistic themselves that
ipititary action the country
v will, by its very nature,
g. kxcept in East Tim-
. of e¢ourse, where even
riiain eould not be worse than
- Indonesians,
tional newspapers in
zupporting the Labour
vernment went gaga over the
Lign of a “moerat duty” to
fie day for UN armed
who were kneedeep in
: attar their failure to
it the rebel forces in
 Leone. However, the
i of the moral duty proved
. i1 the battlefield where
ah army has made UN
> coane hack with a bang.
weretary-General Kofi
desperate to make a
of intervention, earbier
d his peace-keeping foree
iy trained and badly
The eriticism added
o zense of confusion
hondguarters where a
srupted whether the
1% shauld he toughened.
© some of the countries
“obosuch as India, were
st cenecerned about the
oot thedr troops. The UN
{ slmest 9,000 soldiers
d 2 series of humili-
rra Leone over the
. About 500 of its
heing detained by
. The Jordanians,
+d Bangladeshis ara
4 zerious soldiers by
diplomats who are pri-
king about the stap-
roining and eguip~
~ Jibe Zambians, Guin:
o+ o ond other nationalities
v wish the UN foree,
i iy Annan even told
: Council: “Let us
v Leone. Let us not
. This time, in thig
i uz back words with
i mandates with the
thut work.”

ER%

iz v shimmer of hope
#ith the arrival of
forces in Sierra Leone,
chis) complete with a naval

.24z, iz the higgest deploy.

* sinee the Kosovo conflict,
; formidable presence
. forees battle-hardened
avn and Kast Timor, As
: paratroopers, there are
furces, marines andd

nlingent has added
tr the UN force com-
{ndian General Vijay
. who was highly deco-
5 aervice in high-alti-
wre in Kashmir.
. turces are expected to
i~ crucial support with
and logisties, although
i1, officially at least,
of direct combat.

the deployment of the
1 army has helped uplift
ring standards of war-
mg UN forces, Britain's
ision to intervene in this

"' question

" The London dailies said the -

In essence, the debate surrounding the
decision of the British government to send
forces to Sierra Leone is growing murkier
day by day, writes AYANJIT SEN

British Avmy paratroopers manning & YN military checkpoint tirm away wetl-
armed Sierra Leonean "Kamajor” militia members layal 1o the cirrent govern-
ment, at & checkpoint on a bridge separating most of the capitel Frestown
from the highly-secured tip of Aberdeen peninsula, where the cuprent Brittish
contingent is based. — APIPTL

conflict is vehemently debated.
The intervention follewed stat-
ed Labour policy, as set out last
January by Mr Cock: “When
faced with an overwhelming
humanitarian catastrophe and
a government that has demon-
gtrated itself unwilling or
unable to prevent it, the inter-

not whether My Cool: is person-
ally enhanced or dintinished by
a particular course of action,
ot whether he taket the right
action. In 1998, thel Sandline
case was discussed in Britain
as thoogh i was a or scan-
dal akin to the Mdndelson
mortgage, rather thah a ques-

. matienal community should, . fion.of howbeshdnenye a peo-

act.” Ly~ Ple facing the kindof cyisis that
few Britishers could i
army deployment served
Britain’s national interest in  Such attitudes ereaje cynicism,
holding the authority of the  and cynicism kills,
% and democratic values. *It  Britain's action yet again hegs
he deployment) fulfils Brit-  a much bropder quastign now
ain’s responsibility as a former — about the principle of inter-
colonial power, largest aid vention in the affairs of apother
domor, and joint mediator of state and “global governance”
last year’s Sierra Leone peace through the agency of il
accord. Most of all, the inter- These iszues pose a problem for
vention is the duty owed by & the political lefl with its ¥
wealthy and powerful nation  al distike of big, rich countries
10, in this case, one of the apparently telling amdiler,
world’s poorest countries” —  weaker ones what to d¢. In
read a editorial of one newspa-  Africa, this dilerwma is expreer-
per. bated by the legacy of Euro-
Another artiele said: “In an  pean colonisation and mis
ideal world, Sierra Leone would  On the political right,
have been uble to sort out its  intervention is apposed for ide-
problems by itself. But in nine  ological reasons. This tendency
vears of war, it has become the  has gathered fullest expresson
archetypal failed state.” The moest recently in the UBA
phrase that is almost always where a conservative Congréss
used is “missien ereep”. and a President who lacks
Shadew foreign seerefary strong convictions have off¢n
Francis Maude raised its spee-  been combined, as now, to give
{re in the Bouse last week after  a distinetly disengaged flavo
the announcement that, al-  to American foreign policy.
though most of the evacuation  Interventions like that in Wedt
was over, the paramilitary Africa also raise issues of com
forces were staying on. “You,”  sistency which trouble peapl
he said to the government, right across the political spec
“have committed the UK to  trum, Ifin Sigrra Leone, the
something that is more than an  why not in Sri Lanka, anothe
evacuation ¥ * less than a  former British colony, wheve
fullscale w”  ~  dervention. appalling clvil war rages
As a con % ce, we risk unchecked? Or Chechnya or
being sack® 2 > Slerra Leo-  Tibet? In the case of Sri Lanka,
' RN there is no satisfactory answer,

% +3 Leone is  When it comes to territory ton-

trolled by nuclear-avmed siates
which also have UN security
council vetoes, like Russia ang
China, brute political snd mili-
tary reality trumps any am-
ount of humanitarian concern.

Intervention, both in theory
and practice, iz plainly a
imperfect science, But prog
is discernible. The self-gofvi
opposition of Mos
Beijing to any inffeement of
sovereigh bordepd gives solace
a few undemoeratic, rene-
g inTes, such as Siberia
and Iraq. Increazingty, howey-
er, the prineiple of UN inter-
vention is accepted, as shown
by Mr Kofl Annan's speech to
the UN Generol AssembBly last
autumn and, for ezample, posi-
tions taken by the laxt Organ-
isation of African Unity sum-
mit. But if the end is largely
agreed, the means remain con-
troversial and fiendichly diffi-
cult.

Is there any casy sclutiom to
Sierra Leone? It any, not only
Sierra Leonc but alse the
Congo and Angula ieauies would
led, Cut off

€ , 30me
sdy. Yet there are self financing
wars in which the warring par-
ties use diamonds and othar
regoiirees from : they con-
trol to buy arms, And in the
arms trade, willing buyers
invartably find willing sellers.

It has also {5 be vemembered
that intervention by the West
African Ecomog group did not
bring lasting peacs in Sierra
Leone. In the €
ple, it is the country’s very
neighbours who are feasting en
the carcass. Yet in diplomacy,
also, we are addicted to the
guick fix, the notion that
resolving eontlicts must be as
gsimple as breadoesting their
horrors on ocur talevision
SCTEENSs.

But history’s leszon, to para-
phrase Bismarck, holds that
more coulitries ara bhorn from
blood and iren than #from
speeches and artificielly set
borders. When the United
Nations intervenes, it should
either nurture a peace or
impose one by overwhelming
strengtly,

In essence, the dzhate sur-
rounding the decisicn of the
British governmant to send
forces to Sierva Leons i grow-
ing murkier day by day — the
manifostations of which have
been highlighted. In the long
run, only Afvicane can end
Afrfcan wars. Not g0 long ago
Mozambique wus smbroiled n
a murderous civil war of its
owr. Then the countey put its
house in order and strugaeled
free of its crippling dabts, enly
to be devastated by the recent
floods. Yet about = forinight
ago — long afier the tolevision
cameras had departed to cover
fresh African disasiers in
Fthiopia, Zimbabwe and now
Sierra Lecone Western
donors actually oversubseribed
2 $450-miltion request from tha
country for reconstructicn aid.
The trachle 15 that for every
Mozambique, theve seems o a
dozen Sierra Leones.

{The authcr is on the staff of
The Statosman ¢ i currently
en Waies on a scholarsiip)
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'S A phenomenon most

often seen ar matches

involving the English

fonthall 1eany: English fans
waving the white and red flag of
St. George, tngland's almost
uitknown tlag, their taces
painted with red stripes. yelling
their lungs out for England.
Often, this upsurge of emotion
crupty inte the violence, so
much so that the words English,
tootball and hooligan have
become almost inextricably
Tinked.

Until now, English
nationalism has been largely
canfined to the football fictd.
While the other nationalities
thal make up the United
Kingdom — the Welsh, the Scots
and the people of Northern
Ireland — have strong political
and cultaral identities, the
English, who make up the
majority of the population do
not, Except for the eftorts of the
extreme right-wing outfits such
as the British Narional Party,
nolitical parties have rarely used
Eaglish nationalism to whip up
suppart — patriatism and
natjionalism have tended to be
British ratirer than English.

But the Blair Government's
devolution of power to Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland is
producing a siow backlash of
English nationalism. With
parliaments and assemblics
established in the other
conslituent parts of the U K,
voices in England ton are
beginning tu demand more
explicil political righrs,

This growth in English
natiopalism has alarmed
politicians — no one seems to
be in any doubt that it will be
an ugly phenomenaon,

A senior Labour minister, Mr.
Jack Straw, stirred & hoinet's
nest when he warned in a BBC
radio prograimme that the
English were “potentially very
aggressive, very violent”. Mr.
Straw drove home his point by
saying that the English had in
the past violently sublugated
Ireland, Wales and Scotland,
and warned that alter the
devolution of power to Scotland
and Wales, the English would
“increasingly articulate their
Inglishness™.

In & rare cxample of cross
party unity. the Conservative
party leader, Mr. William Hague,
agreed with Mr. Straw. te too
felt that devolution would be
the spark that would ignite the

producing a slow backlash of English nationalism, says

now

les and Northern Ireland is
THOMAS ABRAHAM.

L England fang with intellifence needed for Sule 2000

Ce Zervie

i is e sirdinatinn that

gngiand needs you

One of the posters for the new “‘hooligan hotline” laufiched in

London... fears of growing unrest.

tire of English nationalisin.
“English nationalism is the most
dangerous form of nationalism
of all that can arise within the
United Kingdom, becaase
England is five-sixths of the
population of the U.K.,” he said.

He also warned of the
potential of English nationalism
te: destroy the UK “Once a part
of the united country or
kingdom that is so predominant
in size beeomues nationalistic,
then teally the whole thing is
under threat,”” he said.

Despite all these warnings,
there has been linle visible
upsurge in Fnglish nationalism,
and the phenomenoun still
appears largely confined to
loothall stadinms.

This is partlv because no one
seems 10 be quite ¢lear about
what the English natjional
identity is. The former English
Prime Minister, Mr. lohn Major,

once famously described
ngland as being abont cricket
on the village green, warn beer,
and old ladies cveling[tn church.
He was quite rightly derided for
this picture pesteard fmage of
an idealised England which, if it
had ever existed, was [several
decades out of date. But though
no oie took My, Majgr's
definttice seriously, np one has
heen able t¢ come up with a
better ane either.

This scemming empfiness at
the heart of English natonalism
is because it has elwavs been
identified with Biitisl
nationalism, an identhy which
was forpged during Britain’s
imperial past, Bot with the
empire gone, and thy Scots. the
Welsh and the lrish inereasingly
going their own way,|the
concept of Britain appears to be
coming apart at the Jeams. This
leaves the Tnglish vefy Tittle to

identify with, or describe as the
cote of their nationhood. This
confusion over national identity
has led to attempts to define
Englishness in terms of essential
values, rather than particular
symbols, or national
characteristics.

Mr. Bill Firth, chairman of
the Roval Society of 5t. George,
an organisation devoted te all
things English, described
Engishness as being ''proud,
confident and comfortable with
who you are.” This is a neat
definition, but suffers from the
deficiency of being applicable to
people the world aver regardless
of whether or not they are
English.

Despite the fuzziness that
seermns to lie at the heart of the
English identity, the loosening
aof the ties that bind England,
Wiles, Scotland and Northern
Ireland is creating an as vet
nascent English nationalism.

This has led to political
demands to create onc or more
English regional assemblies, on
the pattern of the Welsh
Assempbly and the Scottish
Parliament. A newly-formed
campaign has demanded
devolution of power to the
English regions in order 1o
assuage resentment at the
power that was being given to
nther parts of the 1J.K.

In a palicy statement, it
warned that the current
constitutional arrangement was
“unstable with a growth in
tension between the English
regions and the rest”. Withous
such devolution, there would be
“hitter resentment’” among the
English, leading to “narrow and
xerphobic English nationalism’.

This visien of the ugly,
sleeping giant of English
nalionalism stowly stirring
awake under the impulse of
Seottish and Welsh nationalism
is a little difficult to square with
reality — there is as vet no
serious political movement
demanding greater devolution,
no- is there any marked rise in
xenophobia among the English.

“he English identity still
scemns overwhelmingly linked to
the larger British identity. But
there is clearly a danger that if
the British identity gets
weakened through devolution,
then a phenomenon that has till
now been confined o [oatball
might well spill out on to the
sireets.
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Bush sweeps thr uéﬁ

w* three State

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON. MARCH. 1. in what
must be seerns as a shot in the arm
tor the Texas Governor a week
ahead of the Super Tuesday pri-
maries of March 7, Mr. George W.
Bush has scored convincing wins
in alt the three States that went ta
the polls vesrerday. He won Vir-
ginia cominrtably and seems to
have done the job m a creditable
fashion in North Pakota and
Washington. The Arizena Sen-
ator. M John McCain, knows the
stakes meat week but is not vet
throwing in the towel.

For the Democrats, the real bad
aews is for Mo Bill Bradlev. After
having pitched so much n the
“heaury contest” {n Washington
where no delegates were up for
grabs, the fonmer New Jersey Sen-
atng was treunced by the Vice-
Preswdent. Mr. Albert Gore, by a
two to one marging With Super
Tuesday around the corner and
13 States staging their events that
day, e thinking is that Mr. Bra-
diey will finally fold his carnpaign
without even winning a single
State in s fight for the nomipa-
tion.

The attention, again, was not
on the eatry contest of the Dem-
wcrats. It was on the Grand Old
Party  which 1s  seeing  some
heightened rhetoric and a biver
campaign berween  the “from
runner” M Bush and his closess
vival, My, MeCain, One day after
his blistering attack on the reli-
gious right saving hasically thas
leaders like Mr. Pat Robirtson
and M. ferey Fabwell ure nnt good
for the Republican Party, conser-
vatives and the political righ
turned out in extra strengih i
Virginia to deliver the gnods |
Mr. Bush.

The wdea of the Avizova politic-
lan attacking ithe religons leaddrs
ant that too on their very do
step obviously did nor go dgwn
well, ghaivsts maintaine. More
than this. the primarics e Viggin-
b, Norih Dakota and Washingron
proved once agam that My, Bush

B

2l

wrns out the Conservitive Re-
publicans withfiz the GOP, and
that 100 fn regord pumbers, Mo,
MeCain is il gtultracting the inde-

pendents ang the Demograts,
something: that is unlikely he |

astractive within the Partv of in
facing a Dentocratic rival this No-
vermber 7.

M MceCain may be winning

the popular vote mateh ups; and
may evenr pe seen as the candi-
date 1o bgat Mr. Gore, i latest

apinion pells are {0 go by, Butthe !

uphitt tasy for the Arizona Senator .
is in the delegate count nex: week |

tor tost Of the Szates havirg their |

primaries in the East, South and
the West are open to onlv egis-
wered Hegpublicais, More than 809
delegates are at staxe for the Su-
per Tuesday, or more than one
half of the total nmber of defe-
gates freeded to win the Bepub-
ficaw [ Party nomination. As of
now, Mr. Baish bhas abost 170 det-
egatgs and My, MeCGain o litde
over] 100, 1 takes 1033 delegates
1o clinch the GOP nomination,

The contest in the Democratic
Pagry seenus to be a toregone con-
clysion vow with M. Bradley in
the final stages of his campaign.
Manty are seeing the beginning of
the end of the Bradley campaign
gnd media reports have i that the
-andidate is being told by his top
dvisors to get out of the Super
Tuesday contest 20 avoid an em-
barrassinent which is in store.
But, officially, the Bradlev cam-
paign is maintaining thar the can-
didare will go on.

The taraer issue for the Repub-
lican Party in Uie attermath of the
next Super Tresday and another
big event of March 14 s o close
ranks and repaly some of the
damage that has alreadv been
brought about as a result of the
intense and at times vicious cavi-
ronmenrt. Whether the top candi-
dates would be able fo sink their
differences and ~ort out some of

the personal ill-will after sceing

the writing on the wall renaing 1o
be seen.

YHE HINDU
- TMAR2IM
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The party that Keir
Hardie and his
colleagues started to
represent the trade
unions in Parliament
has distanced itself from
the unions and remade
itself as a party that
represents the British
middle classes.
THOMAS ABRAHAM
traces the evolution of
the Labour Party.

NE HUNDRED vears ago, on

February 27, 1900, an eclectic

group of trade unionisis, so-

cialists and working class
tepresentatives gathered at the Metho-
dist Memaorial Hall in Faringdon, cen-
tral  London, and formed an
t organisation to get more working class
‘people elected to the British Parlia-
meni. The Labour Representation
Commuttee, as this forerunner of the
modern Labour Party was known,
achieved an early success in the genes-
al election that foillowed six months lat-
er with the election of Keir Hardie, a

Scottish miney, as s first MP.

A century after its founding, the pre-
sent Labour leader, Mr. Tony RBlair,
beads a party that would be unrecog-
nisable to Hardie and Labour’s other
founding members. For one thing, the
party’s single seat v 1800 has heen
transformed into a parliamentary ma-
jority of almost two thirds. Mr. Blair al-
50 seems set to take his party into a

* second term of office; if he succeeds it
could become the first time a Labour
Government will complete twa full
terms of office. This would no doubi
please Hardie, as would the fact thart
Mr. Blair's Govermment has realised
gne of the historical goals of the Labour
Party by intreducing a minimum wage
in Britain for the first time.

But there are many things that La-
‘bour's first MP would find unrecognis-
able in the modern Labour Party, The
movement Hardie started was a party
for the working classes and the trade
unions. The doughty Scottish miner
would be hard pressed to find more
than a handful of union mep or werk-
ing class representatives in today’s par-
lamentary Labour Party. lustead he
would find large numbers of bright,
middle class university educated young
men and women, a far oy from the
miners, industrial workers and a hand-
ful of middle class intellectuals who
were the early Labour members of Par-
liament. Hardie would also be puzzled
about many of Mr. Blair's policies. The
party that Hardie and his colleagues
started to vepresent the trade unions in
Parliament has distanced itself from

i

7100 years of Labour . -

the unions, and remade [tself as a party
that represents the British middle
classes. 1ts policies tend 1o favour busi-
nesses as much as workers, and instead
oi nationalisation and state ownership,
the emphasis is on getting the privale
scctor to take over areas of the econo-
my rhat were once a state monopoly.
While the Blair Government has intro-
duced g minimum wage, it has also cut
business taxes to their lowest level.

Labour traditionalists would arguc
that these changes represent @ betrayval
of the party's [ounding values. Burr Mr.
Blair and his fellow modernisers would
argue that the party's core value of so-
cial justive — “its great and universal
goal” ay he described it — has oot
changed. All that have changed has
been the methods used te achieve this
gonal. In a speech to commemorate the
party’s centenary, Mr Blair set out whar
he saw as the Labour's historic mis-
sion: harnessing collective power 10
recognise the equal worth of all, and to
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The British Prime Minister, My, Tony Blair..
of the Labour Party.

-century i impnssible to predict. Given

el

. changing the face

develop the potential of each individu-
al. This aim of using the collective pow-
er of sociely 10 help each individual is
perhaps as good a definition of modern
day social denmocracy as on¢ can get,
though ir is still argnable whether the
founders of the Labour Party would
have recognised it as their crecd. One
hundred vears ago, the Labour Party
was aworking class party, and its policy
was focussed on creating befter condi-
tions {or the working classes. Its aim
was to harness the power of the state
not to help every individual, but expli-
citly the poor and the exploited. |

Wwhether Labour wilt in fact be Bri-
rain’s dominant party in the coming

the way history tends w work, it is
maore likely that some small recently-
formed party wili grow to became a
ajor political force as the century
rwogresses, inomuch the same way as |
he newiy-born Labour Party grew o
ecome a major force in the last centu-
y.

|
|
|
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BOQURKE {NEW S0 ALES), MARCH, 23. Quecen Eliza-
beth went to the §ack of beyond on Wednesday and
met the residents 4f what is belicved ta be Australia’s
maost rayalist comgnunity,

Having spent thejfirst four davs of her royal tour in
cities, she wenr to the opposite extreme on Wednes-
day — a trip to Bourke. When Australians want to
describe somewhere as remote, they say itis "back o'
Bourke'. Known as the gateway to the outhack — if
an culback can have a gatewasy — Bourke is a very
long way from anywhere. And it had never enjoyved a
royal tour before. So the entire population of 3,600,
along with some adjacent communities, turned out

* to see the queen and the Duke of Edinburgh.

The neighbouring town of Coolabah, a mere 100
mtiles away, was virtually empty. At last November's
referendum it had 50 vorers, of whom 46 voted 1o
retain the menarchy. Now ali 46 had chartered a bus
for the trip e Bourke, the local metropolis. The four
republican vorers stayed at home. “Theyv're down
the puby,” gloated the rovalist leader Colin Watson.
On Thursday, the tiny town will celebrate the royal
encounterin traditional style — with a goat race. The
queen was evidently aware of the Coolabah con-
tingent. “We're from the rown with the highest vote
for the monarchy,”” pensioner Marie Norris told her
during a walkabout. “"Yes, { know,” said the queen,
diplomatically.

Bourke itself was rather less united on the issue,
but the queen was given a euphoric welcome by all,

bar one Aborig
tralia’s indigen
to Bourke in tl
twao-thirds whi
racial unrest. R
queen visited
programmes ai
dience. As she

show, The Pow

auspives of leag
a veteran hroag
grand old age

At the real b
which has mad

demic standard
achieve the san
pils also achieve
have never mania

“Have you bro
Warren Turnbu
plied.
lives there.'
ry — extremely

The really tri
seven: “How m
Palace?” The q

ing: 'Some peo

- o

that is.

Queen gets a welcome
nd tough questions .

™
s

inal protester. The problems™of Aus-
s people had brought the monarch
e first place. One-third aboriginal to
¢, the town has often suffered from
ut equality is filtering through. The
local radio station that broadcasts
med specificallv @t an aboriginal au-
arrived in the studio, the lunchtime
er Hour, was in {ull flow under the
ing local disc jockey, Tara McKellar,
lcaster of five veirs' standing at the

of 13.

wck of Bourke is its primary school
e great strides in smproving the aca-
s of aboriginal children: they now
e results as white children. The pu-
d something that Fleet Street’s finest
ged — an iniervicw with the queen.
ight your crown with you?”" asked
I nine. “No 1 didn’t,” the queen re-

“T ean’t get it out of the Tower of London. It
“Ang

ther child asked if it was heavy. “Ve-
heavy.”

cky one came from Zukdekea Kerr,
iny roams are there at Ruckingham
fieen looked unsure before answer-
nle say 600, | don't know how true
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“Ulster

By Thomas Abraham

LONDON, FER. 3. The British apd
Irish Prime Ministers held empr-
gency talks today to devise a plan
to rescue the Northern lrelgnd
peace process. The two Premiers
are anxious to avoid the retum of
Westminster rule and the suspen-
siaon of all political institutions cre-
ated by the Good Friday
agreemaoent.

According o the BBC, the
Northern Ireland Secretary, Mr,
Peter Mandelson, will make a
statement to the House of Com-
mons and could introduce legisla-
tion suspending the fledghng
Northern Ireland Assembly and re-
impose direct rule from London
within days, Mr. Blair (old Partia-
ment vesterday that there had
been “insufficient pyogress” by
the [rish Republican Army (IRA) on
decomissioning and said, “'Unless
there is substantial progress there
is seripus difficuity.”” Both Britain
and Ireland are trying te persuade
the [RA to make some gesture that
will assure the nionists of its
commitment to decomimissioning
but have made little headway.

The Taoiseach, Mr. Bertie Ah-
ern, who met the Sinn Fein leader,
Mr. Gerry Adams vesterday, asked

)/the IRA to give “an indi

Jster_peace process
back t6, nought?

sation that
decommissianing is going to be
dealt with in some ordered way.”
Mr. Adams has indicatpd that he
was trying to persuade [the TRA to
make some gesture. “We are in in-
tensive discussion with ll sides to
try and avert disaster,” he wrote in
Irish News. He added that he be-
fieved that “the whole issue of
arms can be satisfactofily resolv-
ed” but warned thar diffolving the

Northern lreland Assgmbly was
not the right way to|bring this
about,

Sinn Fein is for all practical pur-
poses the pelitical wing of the [RA
but maintains that it CI:’HI](H speak
ar act for the [RA. Mr. Adams and
Mr. Martin McGuiness are be-
lieved to be trying to gef the TRA to
move towards disarmament but
have apparently heen et with re-
sistance from hardlinefs.

Technically, the peace agree-
ment has set May 22, P0O00 as the
deadline  for all paramilitary
groups to disarm. But|the Protes-
tant Ulster Unionists| wanted to
see the first steps towards decom-
missioning before that and the
First Minister, Mr. Dayid Trimble
had threatened to quit in the event
of no progress by Janyary 31.
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Britain prepares for
falks with Afzhan pl

STANSTED: British authorities
negotiating with hijackers holding
at least 150 hostages on an Afghan
airliner at an airport outside Len-
don prepared for protracted nego-
tiations. They warned that the
standoff could fast “for days.”

“Negotiations  remain  our
favourite option,” Joe Edwards, an
assistant chief constable of the Es-
sex Poltce, said on Monday. *I will
say 1t could be a very protracted
technigue. It could go on for days.”™

However, what exactly the hi-
jackers were pegotiating for, is un-
clear. But a diplomat Tamiliar with
earlier negotiations when the plane
landed at Moscow, said that those
helding the plane sought to free a
prisoncr held in the Afghan city of
Kandahar.

Afghan media speculated that
the hijackers were dissidents who
want the release of Ismail Khan, a
former regional governor who has
been held since 1997 by
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban move-
ment. Khan is a member of
Afghanistan’s opposition alliance,
which stil rules roughtly 10 per cent
of the war-shattcred country.

Mr Edwards said that police
were in contact with the plane
throughout the night and that both
the hostages and the hijackers re-
mained calm. “The people we are

talking to are remarkably cal
that's really importan:,” h

people behaving rationally.”
going to help an awful lot.”

“The fact that people haven't
been hurt, that there isn’t a sepisc of
panic on board the plane _.|" Mr
Edwards said, “thesc arc really im-
portant points that allow us to|press
ahead with the negotiation option
wilh some confidence.”

According to some of the 31 pas-
sengers Lthey have so far let go, the
hijackers include eight young men,
armed with pistols, grenadey and
dapggers. They are believed to be
still holding 157 hostages of un-
known nationality.

“They were all young — ar¢und
25-30 years old. dressed in tradi-
tional Afghan costume — and Lo
begin with they were threatening,”
Mohammad Bashir Mahal. orjc of
the 10 passengers set freg i
Moscow, said at a news conferénce
on Monday.

“But slowly, their aggression sub-
sided and they {rcated us quite well.
No one was beaten or insulted.|Re-
lations were good.” he said. The hi-
jackers appeared to be Afghan be-
causc of their language and clothes.
he said. Another released hostage
said that 20 minutes after taking off
fram the Afghan capital Kabul. ¢ar-
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Iv on Sunday moming, the hijackers
calmly asked passengers o put
their hands on their heads.

John Broughton, another assis-
tant chief constable of the Essex
Police. said that cight captives re-
leased Monday at Stansted Adrport
tald officiais: “They were very well-
treated while they were onboard™.

Since they landed at Stansted, 25
miles north of London. the hijack-
ers have requested only food, wa-
ter, unspecified medicat supplies
and that the lavatories on the
Afghan state- run Ariana Airlines
plane be emptied. police said, They
freed eight hostages on Monday.

Meanwhile, the brother of
Afghan opposition lcader Ahmad
Shah Masood, on Tuesday denied
allegations hy the ruling Taliban
militia that the opposition was be-
hind the hijacking of an Afghan
Adrliner to Britain.

“We have never committed such
things before, we will never commit
them in the future,”” Wali Masood
told BBC Radio. “That’s clear for
everybody except for the Taliban,
who arc just blaming others for
what they are doing themselves.”
The Taliban had accused Masood
of having at Icast indirectly organ-
ised the hijucking in a bid to secure
the release of charismatic leadgr [s-
mail Khan. cagencies) /




ey n:.-m—
-PRap B Aq pUnoq ag 1ou [{ia 1ng 3oead omn
-uad € Jo red se jusweuLesip jdaooe Ao Aes
se(jurand [ ojnu ysuuag ysurede Jea Jeok
VL S ULLOOT V9135830 B P8 W] 2L
"APIAID LRLIRODS
241 850408 Jsn.) FuIpjing o) [B)IA S SAIINIIND
Fuureys-aamod sy Ars AJLIouIuI dIOYIE) uEw
-oz of Ecﬁ ...:m_o::on_ h:to v:v AEE:Q
3 : £1 Iay
ﬁ_mm ay , 'ansSI SULIR 21 o>_o£h E: {1 suol
-mpsut ayy Fuipuadsng,, sses01d aovad Ll
124 1eaa) 15218213 oY) SEM 11 SUIAES ‘UOTIR[S
-§3] 2JT1 19211p 24 POLLIIPUOD SWEPY A
dn 125 sem aannoexs Jupreys-1omod oy
oLy I9PUN PUR[34] UWIAYIION J0] PI0d0Y
0B ABPLL] POOL) 866 | 241 YIlw dul ut Fu
~ULIBSIP JIE3S 0] ¥} 2y ssaid 01 susnijod
JuR)SS10U] Aq SPUBWP )M POE] ST LRI
‘Aepin] Aq 20e|d u1 oq pinoa ‘oe sy2am 14T
10l poutol sanued Fupnay s.00waoad sy
gorgm aarnoaxa Jueys-ramod e Suipuadsns
‘311 19901P PIES UOS[IPURA I O) 3pie Uy
«SABP 201} 10 OM] IX3U SY3 JIAO
Ajwielras pue Aqipaads aoseld aye) 01 pasu
PInNOM yoym g ‘aor|d Uaye] 184 10U oAy

1B Ing,, PIes uospapuely JA (1 jusweldun
o} Agessaoauun saoad (1w 31 adoy s 1.,

SARP UIY) M SUTLLIRSID P2

~HRIS WY [ J11 SSAUN 210F OJUL W0 PINoM
s1amod 2in1 1291p B PIES VOSIIPUBY J2)
-ad ATEIRIDAS PUTRIT WALIlON DI0A O §pI0OT
0 asnol  payale

-ABPSINY, U0 UOPUO'T I A1Eqgy AUO ], IASTUTIA] SIWILLJ IIAs SHIE) SISLID
Sutppovy 1a)ye ApIS 1) WO HIE[ UOTU[) & )i Froye 18D S1 ul 1990
Burimo(] wogg £uas S1Y SANRHI SWIRPY A1130) Juapisaid wia] nmg

-un 2yl Ajue Fulael)
‘UIAIS 01 SPI0A 97 AQ
uolksida) anl yoaap
ay) possed sUoWLIO))
J0 asnoy s umIyg

Jo 1opea[siIepy I[N 18] andie Alaofew wey

-§2301] S PURLA LIAIION WL SURIDTH O]
"JJoyssjag
AJsnonunuod oym I33U0ssau g, 941 39 3Y
Fuippe Aepson| U0 OIPRY 5] PIOT SWEPY
I 150 emadiad woag o1 8uod s 1ep
ssa00ud v dn aao0ys 01 duidn ajp A Jo 1801
ayl puads o) puaju Luop 1., ssaoosd asead
POIGNOT] 3] WO ABME Y[BM O] PAUIIRII]

SAOIRTY ULl
-0y UM JUSWGIaA0E
ajra-swoy  SuyFpay
e woi} epinies uo
udisas 01 pauslEaIyl
aary suepyied jue)
-53101 pue ‘asdejjon
JO yunq ayj o1 ssas01d
aoead s, 20u1A0ud
ysnug oy jgdnolqg
sy WLIBSIP 01 WH]
24l jo nhﬂ—mﬂ.- YT,

“Buunesip uidaq
01 dwoad ejparong agy
operisiad o] asuan(
-Ul olft SRy CUIA] aug
Ape feoajod s Auny

Swepy Allan lopes] aeongndoy] Cuede
IR} [|US $2PIS {2 pue SUINDE 32019 34T YIIA
surodot
U1 U0 IO S AIEJ§] WIOL] I[R[IBAT SEA JUILT
-twoa ajeipawill op $59001d a0uad pueyary
U2 LION DU U1 20881 YBAIG-10 -OYBLU B “FUO]
10J- - JudwRMLRSIp uo ssausoad o) ydwo
-1 [BUL B Ul WYY anlag Imsiu sured
apqnday ysuy 1991 01 Apear aq o3 paliod
-1 st dlepg Auo] 1St ownad gsnugg
Buiaresip uvidag vy | 2yl
s$2]Un ABPLE4 ST £}1U0 ST PUBL] YI2YLION
I3A0 2RI 12201 210)82] 01 vonEesI§o| ssed
0] pasiod sem Uiejrg Aepsaupasy uo pauod
24 si 2y) Suunesip dnord gjpaiand agp
03 Jeys Aue peudis o] Ajay1un st Ing Ajaoys
JUBLIDIEIS M3U B ansst 1 paadxo st (W)

THE TIMES OF INDIA

10FE82M

yorya sjusdofaaap ‘eafueys wo spusdap Ny Md :aav_ ysLy .: ;ﬁ:_d, uesngnday ysup 2y INOGNOT

WLIBSTP 0} SQUL[OIP VY JI O[LIDAIIP 10)591 [[IA ureyag




UK suspe
-~ Norther

Ireland go

REUTERS Lfl’ 5
T

BELFAST, FEB. i1 — Britain
has suspended today Northern
Ireland’s power-sharing gov-
ernment of the Catholics and
the Protestants for the IRA's
failure to start disarming.

"We have decided to suspend
the executive and the institu-
tions,” Northern Ireland secre-
tary. Mr Peter Mandelson, said
in an announcement. With this
Northern Ireland returns to
direct rule from Britain.

The move after two weeks of
palitical turmoil which saw the
Protestant first minister, Mr
David Trimble, threatening to
resign over the guerillas’
refusal to serap their arsenals,
was the worst sethack vet to
the landmark Good Friday
pzace accord.

Tre agreement ended 30
vears of sectarian bloodshed in
which more than 3,000 people
cied.

“We have got to clear up this
1zsue of decommissioning (dis-

v

ds

armament} once|and for all, 1t
has dogged the process
throughout. It hhs sapped the
confidence of the institutions,”
Mr Mandelson declared.

Just minuted before his
announcement, {the Sein Fein
chief, Mr Gerryv|Adams, said
there had been a Pmajor break-
through™ on the disarmament
issue after exhaustive talks
with the British and Irish gov-
ernments, politieal parties and
the Irish Republicin Army.

THE STATESMAN
17 €800



dy :0l0ud "WBWILIBADY s aoumoid a papuadsns uosjapuely 19lad AE19IDRS pUeBISl] LIaYLON
aye Aeply uo ‘oWl ‘SRnpIng ustigIled 341 1R BIpoW &) Sassalppe swepy AUy lapes| Wied luig

Joulqey Jsejjagq spud

(117} “Aupor aatiauajuoo Aled
P DAOPIYDS SR HIUM sISTUOIIN
s ap Aued yumsmog
Tofewr suorHEoD 2] po sinssard
Jool &nsoying Jo uondwnssg s
HATM XU WA pnoa
SLONENOEAU JU PUNOT mau B SOl
‘PIUS WOS[ApURIY f1egy uo ppng
$197 ‘sIouy $7 15%) a1 Ul ssa3oad
T 023G SNy 3L, pusya
‘08 T1 pue Y] 9Y3 Ag Surgorssym
-lzoaop suodeom 2q o1 Surod atom
SU ipalamsur Ajiwopy oIe, suoi)
-sonb Aay oml asxuo  Aeme uoye;
M Al se AppRInh se, asens-
01 arq pauRIsuteIy o . o)
s1amod eyl pasisegdwa oy yngg
AT wanp, jo uondwnsar raae
01 a1e] 00} FWEI TULIJJO Y [-Wa ]
uurg 1sa3ef 3U1 pies UOS[APHE
"proaoe aovad
AupTl3 poos) oul jo suus} Japun
dewl Aq wrestp o3 pasoddns sum
1 pardonow mou W1 o ueaw
STI 1ag1aym Aus LupnoM SuTepy
| 0SS SUIR QY] DA[OS3T 0]
uomsodord juesguds pue mod v,
212350 1snf pey yf] 21 asneday
siomad  puadsns 03 o Ajed

ura Mg PNV 943 Jo 1apes)

®>OE

s

Sm.ﬁwﬂ Pu Iag_ uiJe

ot

smepy Ailary wWoxl U0Siepuey
o1 rajd swnurar-1se; AFUR B pomoy
-103 s1udan 1o uIng zadoy suyp
", 20uap
-uey ougnd WIRWNEm  Jinsu
O} SE IDUUEWN & U] ‘9sn punhag
swre ind 01 ssanoxd assuagazd
-WI0D B MBIIET [[I4 WY 24l yargm
IXONIOT YT ABPOL SN 0] pajed
-IPUL, UOISSIUTNOY AY) O3 SAHPIUSS
-0udal ygi o1 pres wodar s
“usmnaide ue
30 wadsord (ra1 3yt 1no sproy, toy
~1sod 1597] s3] SU1 pres ey uots
-SIwLE0d 313 Aq wodat mau-pueq v
paystgnd simommaand omy syp
‘SIS JUSI
-IN2 91 O [BILAD §) YUOM IS0LM
‘UMISSITIRIOD  JONURGLIESID JUAp
-tradapur ve Yim sToSmOsIp 121398
sq9am sed s Bunng Aimpgivagg
punol-smau passaxdya pey vy oyl
BY) POOUNOUTE SIUIWITIOACT [SLI]
PR 4siiag Yl ‘19| sInoy ng
ol
-BULIOY $31 10} UOHIPUOD IR0 ]
B 'LTESIP 01 [RSNJ21 S QT Pame(ing
) Jo asresnq asdefjoo 1amgRd
v jueastd 01 Aesseoou sem f Sul
“moddesip Aidoap, apym esiany

eyl pandre  uosjapuny
i)
-m0d [BNUELSQIE POAIDIAL - PIOIOE
azead gea[ s22umaold o1 Jo aums
-IAUIOD papuulL - uoniEed Alred
-0} 241 1R sAep 7z 150l jonuos
USHAY 100D PAtENSDI UOS|SPURJA
. TISTIION
‘suonenodau  saUaas-041-pultjeq
J0 ¥aom Sutstuoie ue Furmojfoq
ISEIoq
01 wnoL 01 Iawmnd mO[e  pinod
LY ounaiudis (BAs Jo Ut
-doaaap e, aact s poqes Aoyy
TRAIAINS S 12U a1y Suusiesiy;
ANSST 2Y] WAUREIRSTP uo uonisad
I pouayios pey Alury uesgndoay
UsuT 241 JBU1  pasunouuw
Aol siuawwiaaod  ysoy  pue
ysnilg o1 ‘Aeplarsof aInswow g)e
-10dsap g jo sanoy ungyim ng
sed Apooiq . 2001a01d
AU 1apun aur B meap ;) pasoddns
FBAL TR UOnmISUr Suneys-1amod
1 ‘UONRNSNOWPE  MNOYIRD)
-Nurisajeag 1ol s puepol)
uWPyuoN woy Lmompne
SVH NIVINI

*, o

zT Aerugad "seyed

JI.1 f%\m—

MHE HINDUSTAN TIMES

13FE8 200



_Talks to

By Thomas Abraham \~4%~
LONDON, FEB. 17. After a day of tense
meetings, the British and [rish Gov-
ernments failed 1o find a way aut of
the latest deadlock in the Northern
Ireland peace process.

The rift between Sinn Fein, the po-
litical wing of the Irish Republican Ar-
my (IRA) and the British Government
was evident when the Sinn Fein lead-
er, Mr. Gerry Adams, left a meeting
with thw British Prime Minister, Mr,
Tony Blair and the Taoiseach, Mr. Ber-
tie Ahern, declaring that “the Good
Friday agreement has been worm up”
after the British Government suspend-
ed the Northern Ireland Government
and the other institutions set up under
the Good Friday peace agreement.
The British Government had hoped
ger all the parties 10 sit down o a re-
view of the implementation of the
agreement. But Sinn Tein made it
clear it had no intention of doing so.

Differences were also apparent be-
tween the British and Irish Govern-
ments over what should be done. Mr.
Ahern let it be known that he favoured
a speedy restoration of the Northern
Ireland Assembly and the other insti-
tutions. He told a press conference
that both the work of the devolved As-
sembly and Government and nther in-
stitutions should proceed along with
the layving down of paramilitary weap-
ons.

The current crisis stemmed from a
difference of opinion between the Ui-
i ster Unionists, the main Protestant

The British Prime Minister,

r. Tony Blair (centre), the Irish Prime

Minister, Mr. Bertie Ahern (right}, and Britain’s Minister for Northem

Ireland, Mr. Peter Mandels
Downing Street, in London
agree

party and Sinn Fein en when the
should begin decommissioning,
Ulster Unicenists lsad wanted the
to begin disarming by January 31
its leader, Mr. David Trimble

threatened to resign as First Minig
this did not happen, With the
showing no sign of agreeing
Unicnists’ demand. the liritish

ernment suspended the Norther
land Assembly and Governmer
forestall Mr. Trimble’s resigna
This pacified the Unionists but

riated Sinn Fein. The IRA retaliatg

IRA
The
IRA
and
had
ter it
IRA
the
rOV-
Ire-
[ in
K101,
nfu-
d by

THE HINDU

AR R34

n, addressing newspersons at No. 10
on Wednesday following further peace
ent tatks. — AP

pulling out of talks with the interna-
tional body set up to oversee paramil-
ftary decommissioning  and  also
withdrew the proposals it had imade to
the comimission.

Mr. Adams said British pressure on
the TRA was not going to work., “Any
notion that cajoling or coaxing or
pressuring people like us Lo try and get
the tHA 1o do something only 1o have it
rejected is jost nonsense  He also in-
dicated that he had gooe as far as he

could to try and bring about a com-
promise. )




/ Britain to deliver blunt”
< message to Pakistan "

By Thomas Abraham

LONDON, JAN. 9. Britain is to deliver
a blunt message 1o Pakistan that
its support for terrorism in Kash-
mir and the recent hijacking of the
Indian Airlines aircraft are unac-
ceptable. The British Foreign Of-
fice Minister, Mr. Peter Hain, told
the BBC that the British Chief of
Defence Staff, Gen, Sir Charles
Guthrie, was being sent to Islama-
bad next week to deliver ** the
blunt message that the {Pakistan)
coup was unacceptable and that
Pakistani toleration and accept-
ance of cross-border terrorism in
Kashmir or incidents such as the
Indian aeroplane hijacking was
totally unacceptable.”

Mr. Hain denied that there was
any shift in British opposition to
the coup, but said that London
was ready to help Pakistan reform
its institutions and return to de-
macracy.  Sir  Charles  Guthrie
would also pass on the message
that *“ if Pakistan embarks upon a
course, as there are signs that it is
doing, of ridding the country of
corruption which has been so cor-
rosive, or economic modernisa-
tion or democratic rebuilding,
that is to say a new voter regis-
tration systent and so on, then we
will help.”

M. lain said that Britain want-
ed to test whether Pakistan's mil-
itary ruler, Gen. Musharraf, was
committed to restoring democra-
cy, and sce “thal he pursues that
path irreversibly.”

Gen, Sir Charles Guthrie's is the
first official visit to Islamabad by a
senior British leader, leading to
speculation that Britain was|pre-
paring to return to businegs as
usual with the military regime.
‘Fhe British Chief of Defence |Staff
is being sent to Islamabad| be-
cause he knows Gen. Mushprraf
from various earlier contacts

Mr. Hain said that Pakistan
faced a dim future unless derhoc-
racy was restored. “"The futurg for
Pakistan is very bleak otherdvise,
Continued military rule, acgom
panied by massive regional inpsta-
bility over Kashmir. the activities
of the Taliban which Pakisian) has
supported in terrorist activitigs in
Afghanistan, incidents like the In-
dian Airlines hijacking and|the
fact that India and Pakistan hayve a
nuclear capability.”

Britain was not exporting |any
arms to Pakistan at present, |but
did not rule out future arms sales.
“We will consider any licences
that we have in for arms expprts
on their merits as we have dong in
the past but we will not support
anything which is used for exter-
nal aggression or internal oppres-
sion, not least ovver Pakistan's
activities in Kashmir,” he said.

Saeed Sheikh may
face action in U.KL

LONDON, JAN. 9, Britain has indi¢al-
ed thar Ahmad Omar Saged
sheikh, a Pakisran-born Brifish
national and one of the three mil-

T
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jitants released by India in return
for the hustages of the hijacked In-
dian Airlines planc, may be tried
under the Indo-British Extradition
Treaty or under the Anti-Terror-
ists Act, according to official
sources.

The British Government also

said it had no desire, to show any ¢

“favourable treatrnent’ to Sheikh,
and will allow relatives of une of
his victims to file a case against
the militant in Britain, the sources
said,

Britain, which earlier offered
consular assistance to Sheikh., (old
the [ndian Acting High Commis-
sioner, Mr. Hardeep Puri. that il
was not aware of the fact that
Sheikh, arrested in 1994 for of-
fences relating to the kidnapping
of three British and one 1.8, na-
tionals from a hotel in Delhi, was
convicted.

Sheikh was sentenced by a Scs-
sions Judgs in an Indian court to
three years rigorous umprison-
ment and Rs. 53,000 fine under Sec-

tion 332 of TPC and also two vears

RI and fine under Seclion 127 of
. The judgment was delivered
on November 19, 1998,

While the other two freed Pa-

kistani militants Maulana Masood ©

Azhar and Mushtag Ahmed Zargar |

made their presence in Karachi
and  Muzaffarabad.the  where-
abours of Sheikh, who carries a
Britisly pirss port, is not yet known,
— T

Dipiomats slug it cut: Page 14
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“Join efforts to eradicate
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|
terrorism ¢ a |
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islamatad, January 14 ﬁ\ power fast October bidaterglly the issue that divides
y He waied they were of the view  them. ;
RITAIN HAS made cear to that "tetronsm (s o scourge in the Repliig 1o a guestion, he said )
Pakistan its "deep concern”  world” and agresd on the need to he was “deeply worried over the
on developments in Kashimir - bring “the perpetrators of terror-  sjtuatiod in Kashmir which some- |
and asked Islamabad to join the  sm 1o justice.” according to iimes adsumes dangerous propor- !
miernational efforis 0 eradicate Pakistan's official news ageacy  tions.” '
terrorism in all its forms. APP “We think the situation became ;_
Britain's  position  was > dangerous following |
made ctear by it visiting RV INE N Al ae s ear b thed nuclear tests in 1998 by
Chiel of Defence Staff Sir Aol {l!‘ h‘l” Ol '\/:h(“ > i ‘Nh both India and Pakistun.” he j
Charles Guthrie during his e s . T adged !
meeting with Pakistan's mil- p_\M‘JA‘!\ HAS no '.mp”f"_'d‘ any TeSIrIcons Guthrie described
itary ruler Gen. Pervez ‘U“,l]_“f ;.nm—L:S ':”m;m“‘md!f‘ diairibes f’t tr.c\;d the purpose of Ris visit o ask !
Musharras here yesterday, p lo1T0TE! ‘\,‘jf”"_““'“ ?\'T"f"'m?d Azhar, Lllsrr'm'njug;.\- Ger). Musharral 1o take |
The British general said he “"_w_ lﬂf Bh_;m:zipg: (Punjab), _j”,‘:“_i AH]W .7£»ljfl' Pakiptan down the path of ;
also discussed the recent M_: ‘"\h‘h['” ru!&% ;'“;‘%lr‘”},} daily. The _D"\\\_jl‘_lf)‘lt demperacy and  peace. |
hijacking of the Indian ."\"’h"‘{ s n}‘_“”_"f"hdc\cf;\”j_ﬂ“ an If}._f“.“f“’,]?g‘.”.“m Statihg thar London would
Airlines wirerait with Gen, | 1 Bhawalpur he gave & cal tor th(_J AZSSL o Drurn it back o i
Musharraf. I“ijh.if.i aud the fepst '\;-l?(-i,"?,{,n_; S hid volin- | plbad, he swid, Briain ;
"I made clear our deeply teered o goin his cali of Tichad. . .. like United States. |
felt concerns on Kashmir UNL Islamabad | - bein Union and |
and emphasised the urgency Commonwealth wanied |
for Pakistm 10 join the ioerna- Expressing disappolmiment over  restoration of full-fledged democ- )
tional efforts to eradicare imerna- ahe contnucd slalemate over the racy in Pakistun at the earliest ;
tonal terrorism i all s forms” vresumption of dalogue between “Turning oyr kack on Pakistan is |
Gen. Guthric wold s sefect group of fidie and Pakistun, Gen Guthiie net enough! APP gunied him as l
jonrnalists afier the meeting. Hue v Doped that the two vountres  saving, He alko declared that there i
the first foreign dignitary w visit would fing wavs Lo revive e was po Britikh arms emburgo on |
Islamabad after military took over  Lahore Declustion and address  Pakistan. ern
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Reforming the
English upper house
by expelling most
hereditary peers is
part of New Labour’s
modermizing binge

owards the end of last vear,
659 hereditary peers were ex-
petled from the House of
Lords, the upper chamber of
parliament at Westminster.
The abolition of hereditary voting
rights in the Lords was mooted many
times during the 20th century. But the
question that always bhedevilled ihe at-
tempts to reform the chamber and to
abandon the hereditary element was,
how to replace it? Or rather, who would
replace these august representalives of
a bygone age who had. in the popular
imagination, got there by the guile orthe
gumption of their ancestors? To do so
would be to decide who precisely the
British had become, a question the
Hritish have diffictlty addressing.

Most countries elect both their first
and second chambers. British govern-
ments have successively avoided elect-
ing the latter because prime ministers
find it convenient not to be overruled by
a madernized second chamber which,
once elected, would have as much legiti-
macy in the eves of the public as the
Commeons. The irony was that no gov-
ernment was prepared to reform the
Lords because that would lend it legiti-
macy and give jt influence. The heredi-

tary element kept it wealk, justas it keeps ™

the monarchy weak.

Llovd George had passed the Parlia-
ment Act as long ago as 1911 which pre-
vented the Lords from being able to
block government legislation initiated
in the Commons. As a result the Com-
meons held full sway, the authority of the
prime minister was the stronger and
radical legislation could be eiasily
steered through parliament. 1

\3&

ut increasingly, the view gained
B ground that it was unacceptable

for an old guard of landed nobs, as
they were caricatured, to be having any
gay on government legislation. Much
was made of the dawn of the 21st centu-
ry and how this made it imperative 1o
modernize. The reform became a key
plank of New Labour’s modernizing
binge.

Tony Blair eventually took the gam-
ble and abolished the “hereditaries™ In
November 1999, Because Blair has had
less to do in terms of reorganizing the
economy, being in many respects a re-
constructed Thatcherite, he has per-

_ formed a number of token measures to
assuage the left wing of his party, 1
order to make them still feel left-wing.

The hill to ban fox-hunting, the arrest of

general Pinochet and the reform of the
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-« Trainers in the

E Hereditary peers
introduced a maverick
character as they had

not bent over backwards
to get into the Lords ,

House of Lords were all “designer™ poli-
cies, Blair has been generally keen to
take action which, in his own words, “is
not merely fair, bt which is seen to be
fair”. (It is sometimes said that he em-
phasises the latter over the former)

Bur the government has so far got
round the problem of how to replace the
hereditaries by not deciding how to re-
place them. They have banished the
hereditaries but kept on the so-called
“life peers”. a category begun in the
1950s which ennobled you for your life
but did not allow you to pass the tille on
to your descendants — a kind of non-
contagious ennoblement.

The current arrangements are what
the government calls a “iransitional
house”. In a bizarre move, 92 hereditary
peers were allowed to stay on for the
transitional siage partly as a compro-
mise with the Conservatives: the 92 were
elected by the 7a0 former hereditaries. A
roval commission has been appointed to
sort out how the upper chamber might
look.

Some wryly comment that the transi-
tional house will stay put because no one
wili agree on how the House of Lords
should be composed. For the time being,
the lords are left with the odd conun-
drum that the only elected peers are the
hereditaries. Thal gives them kudos.

The life peers — the “day boys™ as
they were dubbed by the hereditaries —
were allowed to continue since they had
supposedly got there on their own merit,
But life peers are ali appointed by the
prime ministers of theirday They range
from the law lords and the hishops to for-
mer cabinet ministers and politicians,
writers, academics and others at the top
of their professions from hospital ad-
ministrators to miitary officials. They
are hand-picked from amongst the
fricnds. and the friends of friends of the
prime minister.

The dominance of these people inthe
upper chamber means that it is now
merely an appointed chamber. There are
many admirable people amongst them.
But there are also placemen chosen
through the uneditving channels of po-
litical patronage. As the Sun puts it, they
are “Tony's cronies”.

The paradox ahout the hereditaries
was that they were the antithesis of the
the ambitious social climber prepared to
do anvthing to get ahead on the slippery
slope to political advancement, They
were often independent-minded; some
were highly intelligent; others were
thoroughly stupid. They came from di-
varse backgrounds: they were certainly
not all landed, nor necessarily nobbish
or snobbhish. Thoy were a mixed bag. A
lottery even. Tronically enough they in-
troduced an independent strain and a
maverick character to the parliamen-
tary process because they had not bent
over backwards to get there.

A greater paradox is that Blair ap-

Pﬁmimed Baroness Jay to steer the contro-

ersial hill through the Lords itself.
Baroness Jay herself isa fine example of
the survival of the hereditary principle.
Though a life peer, she is the daughter of
the former prime minister, James
Callaghan, and was ennobled by Tony
Blair. There can be little doubt that she
got to her position using the influence of

her father. ‘The inconsistency was ot
lost on the opposition who often mock-
ingly drew attention to Jay's parentage.

Others complained that the way the
hereditaries|were dispensed with was
done with a ghocking lack of gracious-
ness. The Labour front bench in the
Lords, headdd by Jay, were rude and
blunt. Perhaps this was explained by
their sheer determination to push the
bill through parliament, in view of the
impasse that| other attempts had met
with.

At al] evengs, the tall, blond Baroness
Jay became |known as the “wicked
witeh” for her cold, supercilious man-
ner; she sloped around the corridors of
the Lords at a4 measured pace striking
fear into the Conservative ranks. The
impeccably cordial atmosphere at the
House — famausly contrasting with the
raucous House of Commons — was dis-
rupted, and a mood of distrust and ani-
mosity settled pn the place.

ew Laljour has now appointed
Nmore life peers in the first two

and a hhlf vears of its rule than
any other government in the 20th centu-
rv. The place i5 now heaving with new
peers who are hewildered by the rituals
which still prevail in the gilded halls.
Many were sgen to snigger during
so0lemn moments,

Others occasionally wear training
shoes into the chamber — and get away
with it. But the #laborate manners of the
dcormen in their unchanged uniforms
and breeches insist on certain elements
of continuity Ahd the ceremonies of the
place are famonsly enthralling — and
contagiously so

Those who start off cynical become
proud of the place very quickly There
were many Labour peeresses in tiaras at
the opening |of parliament, and
Baroness Jay was seen conversing mer-
rily with the arch hereditary, the Duke of
Norfolk, and seemed mesmerised by the
Dummery of the Yeomen of the Guard.

The new peens, the majority of whom
are Labour, are 4 very different breed to
the ¢ld. There are television presenters,
like Lord Bragg (who presents the South
Bank show on I'TV), and Lord Birt (the
former director|of the BBC} as well as
representatives |of trades unions and
non-governmenial organizations. Al-
though the government insists this is a
transitional howse, they do, in some
ways, befit the |New Britain of New
Labour. The writer Anthony Sampson

riting in the Independernt, he

V‘/ said that “the TV networks
try houses as thecentre of communica-
tions and social ambition”. It is only a
short distance to the celebrity politics of
the United States| The Baronesses Spice
(of the Spice Girls) are waiting in the
wings. It is now the Conservative peers
who are pressing for a more fully elected
House of Lords.

Lords




