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Osama’s shadow, from Kandahar to New York

RITU SARIN examines the common thg%ad q[‘un%ibng through the

OR the Indian Government

and its agencies, the horror of

the WTC bombing has been

occasion to relive the trauma
of the 1999 Christmas-eve hijack of IC-
814 and the manner in which it exposed
chinks in its crisis management machin-
erv. It led, eventually, to the humiliating
release of three hardeore Kashmirl mil-
itants, one of whum, Maulana Masood
Azhar, is currently at large in Pakistan,
organising ‘jihad” for the liberation’ of
Kashmir. '

That two more of those released in
cxchange for the safety of passengers
are said to have been actively in touch
with Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaeda after
haing set free, has only added to India’s
discomfiture over the deal it strack to
end the 173-hour hijack drama.

Post WTC, Indian agencies are be-
ginning to discern similarities between
the men and methods employed in the
hijacking of JC-814 and the September
11 attacks. The Talihan regime was the
common stage for both over which the
same shadow leomed: Osama bin
Laden.

After being hijacked from Kath-
mantu and being routed throngh Am-
ritsar, Islamabad and Dubai, IC-814
was finally parked at Kandahar airport
and the Taliban entered the picture. It
was soon to become clear that the Tal-
iban were acting not as honest brokers
hetween the Government of India and
the hijackers but on behalf of the hi-
jackers. After four days of harrowing
negotiations, the Taliban actually
tricked New Delhi. They allowed the
five hijackers, and of course Maulana

Masood Azhar who had been pulled of
jail and flown to Kandahar in the com-
pany of foreign minister faswant Singh,
safe passage to freedom.

Negotiatars recall how ti)l the fag
end of their deliberations. they were
pleading that the hijackers be detained.
but their pleas fell on deaf egars. As it
turned out, the hijackers procecded to
Pakistan 10 resume their subversive ac-
tivities, most of them aimed at India.

In June 2000, the Central Bureag of
Investigation (CBI) filed chargesheets
against the hijackers and their accom-
plices who had been arrested in Mum-
bai. Red-corner notices were also is-
sued with the help of Interpol and
Pakistan was asked, through diplomatic
channels, to extradite them to India.
Says R N Savani, CBI's Joint Director,
“We have very good documentary and
corraborative evidence in the case and it
is the CBY's aim to apprebend the bi-
jackers who we believe are in Pakistan.
The CBY is making an alt-out effort to
bring them to justice.”

WHILE the scope and extent of
damage in the two cases are be-
yond comparison, investigators pomt
to common strains between the two
plots mounted by the terrorists. fis ev-
ident the planning and execution in
boih cases took long months; the hi-
jackers did painstaking and meticulous
groundwork, procuring false passports,
driving licenses and other documents
to perfect their false identities.

For the Indian Government, the pa-
per trail proved invaluable. Even be-
fore the hostages had been released in

Kandahar, th Mumbai police’s prize
catch, Abdul Latif, had confessed to
how the five hfjackers had gone about
arranging false identification papers,
Hours after the breakthrough, Jaswant
Singh flashed photographs of the hi-
jackers at a news conference jn New
Dethi.

i the four pilots of the doomed
United Airlines and American Airlines
flights had undergone extensive frain-
ing in flying, negotiators and crew
members of IC-814 were in agreement
that at Ieast the main hijacker, Ibrahim
Athar, bad a fairly good knowledge of
flying procedures. He was familiar with
the instrumentation in the cockpit and
the basics of flight engineering.
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This was a new breed of hijackers
the crew and security agencies were en-
countering. As Veeranna Advalll, the
Commissioner of Security of the Bu-
reaw of Civil Aviation Security {BCAS)
puts it, “There were similarities in the
two incidents which have brought us
face to face with skyjackers who are
now technically quite sound. We have
0 ensure better security and plug the
lnopholes which have come tolight.”
Following the New York bombings,
a crucial phase of intelligence sharing
appears 10 have been mitiated with In-
dia passing on details of activities of the
151 as well as the location of militant
rraining  camps in Pakistan and
Afghanistan to the FBI Thi, officials
- handling the bijack probe
recall, is also reciprocal ac-
tion sipce the US had
pushed bard through diplo-
matic channels 1o end the
Kandahar deadlock and ae-
cording to some reports,
even helped in tracking
down Abdul Latif in Mum-
bai. Mumbai Police, of
course, claim that Latif's
cell phone was already on
the monitoring list and he
was constanly calling Ab-
dul Rauf, Masood Azhar's
Karachi-based brother.
Hours after 1C-814 was
commandeered by Athar
and company and the
names of possible hijackers
had been picked from the
flight manifest, Jaswani
Singh is believed to have
spoken 1o Strobe Talbott,
the then US Deputy Secre-
tary of State. Talbott is satd
to have have used his influ-
ence with the Government

ag\_}@g of IC-814 and the WTC carnage

of UAE for allowing the distressed |
plane to land in their territory, They !
had, at one point, also discussed the |
possibility of storming the aircraft while |

itwas in Dubal.

By this time, however, the Taliban
had given permission for landing and
the hijacked aircraft had flown. Accord-
ing to one account written by 1C-814s

flight engineer Anil Yaggia, at thisstage
the US Government handed over de-
tails of the topographty of Kandahar air-

port to the Indian tean.

IN retrospect, officials maintain, these

were indispensable inputs but add
that similar cooperation from the

Americans was lacking after the hijack
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drama had ended; there was litde help

from them in pursuing the terrorists.

The subject of Pakistan providing shel-
ter to the hijackers is said to have been
raised at more than one meeting of the

Indo-U3S joint missions but it never
yielded results. As one official pointed

out, “The suspected addresses of the hi-
jackers i Karachi and Brawalpur are
with us and we were hoping that the US,
with all its leverage in Pakistan, would

help pursue the leads. That hasn't bap-
pened so far”

Almost two years after Kandahar, tis
the Osama link that evokes the most in-
texest. IC-814%s pilot, Captain Devi Sha-
ran and Jaggia have both given accounts
of how profusely the hijackers praised
the Saudi billionaire during the bijact
and how they all appeared to be unde
his ideological sway.

Osama himselt, according to report
shifted o a secret destination !
Afghanistan when the negoatio
were in progress. Once the hijacke
and freed militants had left Afghan s

Osama returned. We have a fair idea
what he’s been upto since.
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OR the Indian Government

and its agencies, the horror of

the WTC bombing has been

occasion to relive the trauma
of the 1999 Christmas-eve hijack of 1C-
814 and the manner in which it exposed
chinks in its crisis management machin-
ery. Itled, eventually. 1o the humiliating
release of three hardeore Kashmiri mil-
itants, one of whom, Maulana Masood
Azhar, is currently at large in Pakistan,
organising ‘jihad’ for the ‘liberation’ of
Kashmir. ‘

That two more of those released in
exchange for the safety of passengers
are said to have been actively in touch
with Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaeda after
“heing set free, has only added to India’s
discomfirure over the deal it struck to
end the 173-hour hijack drama.

Post WTC, Indian agencies are be-
ginaing to discern similarities between
ihe men and methods employed in the
hijacking of IC-814 and the September
11 attacks. The Talibap regime was the
commaon stage for both over which the
same shadow loomed: Osama bin
Laden.

After being hijacked from Kath-
mandu and being routed through Am-
ritsar, Islamabad and Dubai, 1C-814
was finally parked at Kandahar airport
and the Taliban entered the picture. 1t
was s00n to become clear that the Tal-
iban were acting not as honest brokers
between the Government of India and
the hijackers but on behalf of the hi-
jackers. After four days of harrowing
negotiations, the Talibap actually
tricked New Delhi. They allowed the
five hijackers, and of course Maulana

Masood Azhar who had been pulled of
jail and flown to Kandahar in the com-
pany of foreign minister Jaswant Singh,
safe passage to freedom.

Negotiators recall how till the fag
end of their deliberations, they were
pleading that the hijackers be detained,
but their pleas fell on deaf ears. As it
turned out, the hijackers proceeded to
Pakistan to resume their subversive ac-
tivities, most of them aimed at India,

In June 2000, the Central Bureau of
Investigation {CBI) filed chargesheets
against the hijackers and their accom-
plices who had been arrested in Mum-
bai. Red-corner notices were also is-
sued with the help of Interpol and
Pakistan was asked, through diplomatic
channels, to extradite them to India.
Says R N Savani, CBI's Joint Director,
“We have very good documentary and
corroborative evidence in the case and it
is the CBT’s aim to apprehend the hi-
jackers who we believe are in Pakistan.
The CBI is making an all-out effort to
bring them to justice.”

HILE the scope and extent of
damage in the two cases are be-
yond comparison, investigators poiut
to common strains between the two
plots mounted by the terrorists, It is ev-
ident the planning and execution in
both cases took long months; the hi-
jackers did painstaking and meticulous
groundwork, procuring false passports,
driving licenses and other documents
to perfect their false identities.
For the Indian Government, the pa-
per trail proved invaluable. Even be-
fore the hostages had been released in

1
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Kandahar, tht Mumbai police’s prize
catch, Abdul Latif, had confessed to
how the five hjackers had gone about
arranging false identification papers.
Hours after the breakthrough, Jaswant
Singh flashed photographs of the hi-
jackers at a news conference in New
Delhi,

It the four pilots of the doomed
United Airlines and American Airtines
tlights had undergone extensive train-
ing in flving, negotiators and crew
members of IC-814 were in agrecment
that at least the main hijacker, Iorahim
Athar, bad a fairly good knowledge of
flying procedures. He was familiar with
the Instrumentation in the cockpit and
the basics of flight engincering.
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This was a new breed of hijackers
the crew and security agencies were en-
countering. As Veeranna Aivalli, the
Commissioner of Security of the Bu-
reau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
puis it, “There were similarities in the
two incidents which have brought us
face to face with skyjackers who are
now technically quite soundd. We have
Lo ensure better security and plug the
loophales which have come tolight.”

Following the New York bombings,
a crucial phase of intelligence sharing
appears to have been initiated with In-
dia passing on details of activities of the
IS as well as the location of militant
iraining camps in Pakistan and
Afehanistan to the FBI. This, officials
handling the hijack probe
recall, is also reciprocal ac-
tion since the US had
pushed bard through diplo-
matic channels to end the
Kandahar deadiock and ac-
cording to some reports,
even heiped in tracking
down Abdul Latif in Mum-
bai. Mumbai Police, of
course, claim that Latif's
cell phone was already on
the monitoring list and he
was constantly calling Ab-
dul Rauf, Masood Azhar’s
Karachi-based brother.

Hours after 1C-814 was
commandeered by Athar
and company and the
names of possible hijackers
had been picked from the
tlight manifest, Jaswant
Singh is believed 10 have
spoken to Strobe Talbote,
the then US Deputy Secre-
tary of State. Talbott is said
o have have used his influ-
ence with the Government

e hijacking of 1C-814 and the WTC carnage

of UAE for allowing the distressed |

plane to land in their territory. They
had, at one point, also discussed the
possibility of storming the aircraft while
itwas in Dubai,

By this time, however, the Taliban
had given permission for landing and
the hijacked aircraft had flown. Accord-

ing to one account written by IC-814's
flight engineer Anil Jaggia, at this stage .
the US Government handed over de- |

tails of the topography of Kandahar air-
port to the Indian team.

N retrospect, officials maintain, these
were indispensable inputs but add
that similar cooperation from the
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Americans was lacking after the hijack -
drama had ended; there was little help -

from them in pursuing the terrorists.

The subject of Pakistan providing shel-

ter to the hijackers is said to have been

raised at more than one meeting of the !
Indo-US joint missions but it never .

yielded results, As one official pointed
out, “The suspected addresses of the hi-
jackers in Karachi and Bhawalpur are
with us and we were hoping that the US,
with all its leverage in Pakistan, would

help pursue the leads. That hasn’t hap- |

pened so far.”

Almost two years after Kandahar, it is
the Osama link that evokes the most in-
terest. {C-814's pilot, Captain Devi Sha-
ran and Jaggia have both given accounts
of how profusely the hijackers praised

the Saudi billionaire during the hijack
and how they all appeared to be under

his ideological sway.

Osarna himself, according to reports, |

shifted to a secret destination in

Afghanistan when the negotiations
were in progress. Once the hijackers |
and freed militants had left Afghan soil, -

Osama returned. We have a fair idga of |
what he’sbeen upto since. / ‘
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OR the Indian Government This was a ne

and its agencies, the horror of

the WTC bombing has been

occasion to relive the trauma
of the 1999 Christmas-eve hijack of IC-
814 and the manner in which it exposed
chinks in its crisis management machin-
ery. It led, eventually, to the humiliating
release of three hardcore Kashmiri mil-
itants, one of whom, Maulana Masood
Azhar, is currently at large in Pakistan,
organising ‘jihad’ for the ‘liberation” of
Kashmir. '

That two more of those released in
exchange for the safety of passengers
are said to have been actively in touch
with Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaeda after
‘being set free, has only added to India’s
discomfiture over the deal it struck to
end the 173-hour hijack drama.

Post WTC, Indian agencies are be-
ginning to discern similarities between
the men and methods employed in the
hijacking of IC-814 and the September
11 attacks. The Taliban regime was the
common stage for both over which the
same shadow loomed: Osama bin
Laden.

After being hijacked from Kath-
mandu and being routed through Am-
ritsar, Islamabad and Dubai, 1C-814
was finally parked at Kandahar airport
and the Taliban entered the picture. It
was soon to become clear that the Tal-
iban were acting not as honest brokers
berween the Government of India and
the hijackers but on behalf of the hi-
jackers, After four days of harrowing
negotiations, the Taliban actually
tricked New Delhi. They allowed the
five hijackers, and of course Maulana

Masood Azhar who had been pulled of
jail and flown to Kandahar in the com-
pany of foreign minister Jaswant Singh,
safe passage to freedom.

Negotiators recall how till the fag
end of their deliberations, they were
pleading that the hijackers be detained,
but their pleas fell on deaf ears. As it
turned out, the hijackers proceeded to
Pakistan to resume their subversive ac-
tivities, most of them aimed at India.

In June 2000, the Central Burcau of
Investigation (CBI) filed chargesheets
against the hijackers and their accom-
plices who had been arrested in Mum-
bai. Red-corner notices were also is-
sucd with the help of Interpol and
Pakistan was asked, through diplomatic
channels, to extradite them to India.
Says R N Savani, CBI's Joint Director,
“We have very good documentary and
corroborative evidence in the case and it
is the CBI’s aim to apprehend the hi-
jackers who we believe are in Pakistan.
The CB! is making an all-out effort to
bring them to justice.”

HILE the scope and extent of
damage in the two cases are be-
yond comparison, investigators point
to common strains between the two
plots mounted by the terrorists. Itis ev-
ident the planning and execution in
both cases took long months; the hi-
jackers did painstaking and meticulous
groundwork, procuring false passports,
driving licenses and other documents
to perfect their false identities.
For the Indian Government, the pa-
per trail proved invaluable. Even be-
fore the hostages had been released in

Kandahar, thg Mumbai police's prize
catch, Abdul Latif. had confessed to
how rhe five hijackers had gone about
arranging false identification papers.
Hours after the breakthrough, Jaswant
Singh flashed photographs of the hi-
jackers at a news conferenge in New
Delhi.

If the four pilots of the doomed
United Airlines and American Airlines
flights had undergone extensive train-
ing in flying, negotiators and crew
members of TC-814 were in agreement
that at least the main hijacker, Ibrahim
Athar, had a fairly good knowledge of
flving procedures, He was familiar with
the imstrumentation in the cockpit and
the basics of {light engineering.
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of UAE for allowing the distressed

plane to land in their territory. They |

had, at one point, also discussed the

possibility of storming the aircraft while '

it was in Dubai.

By this time, however, the Taliban
had given permission for landing and
the hijacked aireraft had flown. Accord-
ing 10 one account written by IC-8§14's

flight engineer Anil Jaggia, at this stage

the US Goverament handed over de-
iails of the topography of Kandahar air-
port to the Indian team.

N retrospect, officials maintain, these

were indispensable inputs but add
that similar cooperation from the
Americans was lacking after the hijack
drama had ended; there was little help
from them in pursuing the terrorists,
The subject of Pakistan providing shel-
ter to the hijackers is said to have been
raised at more than one meeting of the
Inde-US joint missions but it never
yielded results, As one official pointed
out, “The suspected addresses of the hi-
jackers in Karachi and Bhawalpur are
with us and we were hoping that the US,
with all its leverage in Pakistan, would
help pursue the leads. That hasn’t hap-
penedsofar.”

Almost two years after Kandahar, it is
the Osama link that evokes the most in-
terest. IC-8147s pilot, Captain Devi Sha-
ran and Jaggia have both given accounts
of how profusely the hijackers praised
the Saudi billionaire during the hijack
and how they all appeared to be under
his ideclogical sway.

Osama himself, according toreports,
shifted to a secret destination in
Afghanistan when the negotiations
were in progress. Once the hijackers
and freed militants had left Afghan soil,
Osama returned. We have a fair idga of
what he’s been upto since.
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FROM DOMINIC EVANS

London, Sept. 28 (Reuters):
British government ministers
warned that Osama bin Laden,
prime suspect in the US suicide
hijackings, was planning fresh
attacks in coming weeks.

Europe minister Peter Hain
said on a latenight television
programme vesterday that bin
Laden was “preparing already
for high-impact terrorist attacks
in the coming weeks if he’s abie
to”.

“There is evidence he is plan-
ning high-impact attacks in the
world and we have got to make
sure he doesn’t do it again,” Hain
told BBC television’s guestion
Time programme.

Hain did not say what the tar-
gets might be or what evidence
the government had of bin
Laden’s alleged preparations,
but foreign secretary Jack Straw
said there was every reason to
helieve the Saudi-borm militant’s
al Qaida organisation was still
functioning around the world
and remained a threat. “We
would be complacent and irre-
sponsible not to warm of the
risks,” Straw told BBC radio
today. A British newspaper re-
ported that “dozens of terror-
ists” allied to bin Laden were on
the run in Britain alone and
could be planning more violence,

The Times quotad intelli-
gence analysts as saying mili-
tants could send suicide car or
lorry bombs into London’s finan-
cial centre or against US installa-

- tions.

The United States and Britain
believe al Gaida was responsible
for the September 11 attacks on
the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon which left up to 7,000
people dead or missing,

Britain has lobbied hard in
support of US efforts to build a
militayy and diplomatic coali-
tion against bin Laden and his
presumed hosts, Afghanistan’s

Taliban rulers.

Straw said there was a pat-
tern of escalation in recent vears
in the attacks that bin Laden is
believed to have sponsoved.

“80 we have to work on the
basis that this organisation is
still there. And we have every
reason tothink itis —around the
world - and that there contin-
ues to be a risk of them making
further attacks,” he toid BBC
radio,

Straw said it was important
to stress that the threat persisted
because some quarters were how
urging talks rather than mili-
tary action against al Qaida.

“The answer is you can’t ne-
gotiate with these people. The
hest historical parallel is those at
the top of the Nazi regime. It was-
n't possible to negotiate with
Hitler,” he said. British police be-
lieve 11 men suspected of being
involved in the hijacking of the
planes had passed through
Britain before the aftacks and
may have planned the assault
while in Britaiu.

But a spokesman for Prime
Minister Tony Blair said there
was “no reason to believe there
was a significant British connec-
tion to the attacks”. He declined
to comment on reports that a
number of bin Laden allies were
still at large in Britain but said
there was no evidence of a specif-
i threat on British soil. “We
have said consistently there is
evidence of an ongoing threat
from these organisations world-
wide. Equally we have said we
have no evidence of a specific
threat here,” he said.

A 27-year-old man arrested in
London in connection with the
US attacks was due to appear in
court. Police said he was first ar-
rested under British anti-terror-
ism laws but was now being held
under a warrant from the US.

The suspect was one of four
people arrested last week, two of
whom have been released.

THE TELEGRAPE
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“Flash of smile at

allayed a full 24 hours latel?g Chechnya the officials added.
when government agencies dis- Al Rasheed provides al-

FROM SEEMA GUHA(\ A

New Delhi, Sept. 26: India’s
moaod lifted foday with the belated
realisation that the Al Rasheed
Trust blacklisted by the Bush ad-
ministration was a front for the
Jaish-e-Mohammed, a terrorist
outfit active in Kashmir.

Though New Delhi had con-
cealed its disappoiniment, pri-
vately there was a feeling of being
let down when the US announced
the list of 27 individuals and ter-
rorist groups whose accounts
wouid be frozen. The Harkat-ul
Mujahideen was the only Kash-
mir militant ontfit on the list.

Uncomfortable questions were
rajsed in some guarters abont the
gavernment’s rush to support the
US when Washington was paying
no heed to India’s concerns.

Some of these misgivings were

covered that the Karachi-based Al
Rasheed Trust has close links to
the Jaish-e- Mohammed.

The group was floated by Ma-
sood Azhar, one of the three mili-
tants freed in exchange for the
release of passengers on the hi-
jacked Indian Airlines flight on
New Year's Day last vear.

Indian officials said the Al
Rasheed Trust was founded
by Hyder M. Habib, owner
of the Habib Bank, Pakistan’s
most successful private bank.
The cash-rich trust is headed
by Mullah Khail and receives
funds from at least 57 Muslim
countries.

The trust, which does a lot of
charitable work, also uses its
funds to support jihadi groups
in Kashmir, Afghanistan, Bosnia

queeze on Jaish

lowances to families of “martyrs”
who die fighting infidels. Jihadi
prisoners are given legal and fi-
nancial assistance in India and
elsewhere.

The trust finances blood banks
and pays for artificial iimbs for
those crippled while fighting the
enemies of Islam.

It funds setting up of
magdarsas, the launching pads for
recruiting militants, and organis-
s religious programmes for the
young. Al Rasheed also helps
raise volunteers for jthad.

The trust has offices all over
the world, four of them in Ka-
rachi. The University Road bra-
nch, located opposite the P1A Pla-
netarium, controls foreign funds
and acts as a liaison between
Taliban and Jaish-e-Mohammed

leaders and field commanders.

Another branch of the Al

Rasheed Trust in Uzma Centre,
opposite Madina Masjid on Tarig
Road, is said tobe the centre for re-
cruiting Afghan nationals and
serves as a meeting point for
Jaish-e-Mohammed cadre,

However, officials say the trust
also does a lot of good work in
Afghanistan — repairing roads,
setting up bakeries and supplying
food to people inremote mountain
villages.

India has asked the US to ban
the Lashkar-e-Toiba and the
Jaish-e-Mohamimad, home minis-
ter LK. Advani said today.

“So far we have not received
any response from the US on
this,” Advani said, adding that
while Britain had banned the two
outfits, Washingtofi was vet to fol-
low suit.
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FROM TAHIR IKRAM AND
MICHAEL CONLON

Islamabad and Washington,
Sept. 26 (Reuters): Afghan-
istan’s Taliban gave the US a
taste of the ferocious hostility
it faces if it tries to unseat
them when thousands of
their supporters stormed and
torched the deserted US em-
bassy in Kabul today.

Cocking a snook at another
ultimatum to hand over Osama
bin Laden, Taliban spiritual
leader Mullah Mohammad
Omar discounted possibilities of
a US attack, ordering fleeing
Afghans to return.

On the borders of Afghanis-
tan, the United Nations and oth-
ers in the aid community focused
on the plight of civilians and pre-
pared for an exodus of up to 1.5
million refugees.

Britain, America’s staunchest
aily, told the Taliban the coalition
would treat them as its enemy if
they did not hand over bin Laden.

Witnesses in Kabul said tens
of thousands of Afghans turned
out to denounce any attack over
the Taliban’s failure to hand over
bin Laden. They sacked and set
fire to the US embassy, which
Washington abandoned in 1989
but whose diplomatic status has
been respected by all who have
controlled Kabul since.

“Death to Bush,” the protest-
ers, mosily government oificials
and students, shouted. “We will
support Isiam and hin Laden”.

They burnt an effigy of Presi-
dent Bush, ripped apart a US flag
and hurled stones at the gates and
offices of the embassy before set-
ting it alight. (Picture on Page 4)

Within hours of the assault,
Mullah Omar said: *“There is less
possibility of an American at-
tack” sinece the US has no evide-
nce of bin Laden’s involvement.

The Taliban said they had not
lost bin Laden but he had dropped

out of sight. “I think he might
have received the message re-
questing him tpdeave. What hap-
pens now will have to see,”
Mullah ul Zaeef, Taliban am-

_ attacks be?

" Sarin blocks
- transmission of nerve
. impulses. A tiny drop

" aftar contact with
- gkin or inhalation
_ of vapour

. Anthrax lsads to
 infection and
~ fever. Xilis in

- of the cases

causes haart failure

How can these weapons be usud?

 Planes that spray chemicals on crops can
be used fo sprinkle germs
A

Hdw deaillﬁ can such'

can kill within minutes

90 per cent

Cyanide atfacks
respiratory system,

bassador to Pakistan, said. He
ruled out a compromise.

Voices across the Islamic
world have urged the US to be cau-
tious, the latest being the UAE. *1
call on the US to pause for reflec-
tion and give a chance to diploma-
cy and all legal means,” its de-
fence minister said.

“The international communi-
ty must expect a human catastro-
phe whose features have already
started to emerge in the waves of
Afghan refugees flooding into
Pakistan.”

Cipro,a

Pakistan, the only country rec-
ognising the Taliban after Saudi
Arabiabroke ties yesterday, said it
had no plans to open its borders,
but did not rule out the idea. “Wi-
thin Afghanistan, if the situation
becomes untenable, or if there is
an attack, purely for humanita-
rian reasons, we will contemplate
that,” said Abbas Sarfraz, minis-
ter for the frontier regions.

Islamabad iterated that no gov-
ernment can be foisted in Afgh.
anistan from outside. “For many
years, the UN and the Organisa-

= Ys. memwmmm:

B ;_mmmmtmtem?
Wmm wmmmmm

Chemical weapons can be atfached to

medicina to
treat anthrax

/ What protection is available?
Does it work?

Gas masks are in

demand but they are
of {ittle use against
nerve agents.

{n US, people
are stocking

tion of Islamic Conference had
been calling for an end to the con-
flict in Afghanistan... and the for-
mation of a broad-based govern-
ment. Pakistan has always sup-
ported this position,” a foreign
ministry spokesman said.
Though Pakistan was part of
the global coalition against terror,
it would never join any hostile ac-
tion against Afghanistan, he said.
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair, firing the salvo in what is
still a war of words, said yester-
day: “Military conflict there will

conventional warheads

: : g On March 20, 1
Piagua causes faver, delirium and m; m
respiratory failure .Wm i

| Botwlism leads to respiratory aver 5,000 in th

. paralysis ) mmmm
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less the Taliban change and
nd to the ultimatum.”

; analysts say the signs —
iry buildup, coalition form-
and weather forecasts — po-
strikes on Afghanistan in
eeks. “How long can you sus-
_coalition behind our war on
rism, how long ¢an you sus-
\merican consensus behind
var on terrorism until they
omething happen beyond
' sajd Bill Taylor, an interna-
| security affairs expert.

1t the Pentagon has hinted

abul

Short of shots

Demand for vaccines against
small pox and anthrax — two
potential biological weapons —
have zoomed in the US, but it
may be years hefore America
can inoculate its soldiers or
build up a stockpile large
enough for the general public,

Capsule rush

Pharmacists in New York

have sold greater-than-normal -

amounts of antibiotics for treat-
ing anthrax, a potentially fatal
disease, Sales of Bayer's Cipro—
a draug the US military took with
them as a precaution during the
Gulf War — have soared.

Mask mania

In the UK, people are rushing
to buy gas masks and protective
clothing from army surplus
stores, The National Health
Service has started buying
decontamination units, protec-
tive clothing and vaccines
as part of its contingency plan.
(See Page4)

Not quite ready

In India, number two on
bin Laden’s hate list, prepara-
tions have yet to begin. A spokes-
person for ATIMS said the hospi-
tal was prepared for war, but not
chemical attacks. (See Page 10)

that a major land attack on Afgha-
nistan may not be in the offing.
US defence secretary Donald Ru-
msfeld spoke vesterday of an anti-
septic war, “There is not going to
be a D-Day, as such,” he said.

“The truth is this is not about
revenge. It's riot about retaliation.
This is about self-defence.”

As workers in New York remo-
ved the last shattered remnants of
the World Trade Center, Bush said
those responsible for the attacks

“may be planning further acts”. <
W See Pages 3-7, 8 /L
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WAR ON TERRORISM / ACTION AGAINST OTHER GROUPS LATER

‘Osama is not the end of the

AN
By Sridhar Krishnaswami 0 ’
WASHINGTON, SEPT. 26. The Bush administration
has made it clear that there is absolutely no
change in its relations with India; and that the
operations against Osama bin Laden and the
Al-Qaeda outfit he heads are not the end of the
story. After this is over, the U.S, will set its eyes
on other terror groups, including those oper-
ating in Jammu and Kashmir.

In the aftermath of the attacks on New York
and Washington on September 11, as part of
the determination to step up the war on ter-
rorism, a number of questions have come up
as far as South Asia is concerned. One of them
being the implications for Inde-U.S. relations
if Pakistan comes closer to the United States.
Besides, there is the question of Washington’s
commitment on fighting other terrorist out-
fits.

it is understood that many of these issues
came up for discussion in the last two days
when India’'s National Security Adviser, Mr.
Brajesh Mishra, was in town for meetings with
senior officials of the Bush administration. Mr.
Mishra held talks with his counterpart, Dr.
Condoleeza Rice, the Defence Secretary, Mr.
Donald Rumsfeld, his deputy, Mr. Paul Wolfo-
witz, the Deputy Secretary of State, Mr. Ri-
chard Armitage, and the 11.S8. Trade
Representative, Mr. Robert Zoellick.

There is concern in Indian circles whether
winning the war against Osama bin Laden and
the Al-Qaeda would be the end of the game.
The point being conveyed is that there could
be no distinction between the Al-Qaeda and
other extremist groups and that any tempta-
tion to make a distinction would lead to mis-
takes and long-term darmage.

stons; but at the same time Ythey are trying to
impress upon New Delhi tha compulsions of
the administration and Congress which for all
practical purposes are not glued w the prob-
lems of Jammu and Kashmir at this time. And
New Delhi, for {ts part, appears to be sensitive
tn the ground realities here.

Mr. Mishra's talks with senior officials and
top taw- makers in Capitol Hill have generally
been described as frank and forthcoming.
While not mentioning Pakistan directly, Mr.
Mishra is believed to have stressed cross bor-
der terrorism and India’s wholehearted coop-
eration in fighting the scourge. "“Mishra
reiterated [ndia’s unconditional offer of assist-
ance to the global coalition against terrorism,”

story

the State Department’s Deputy Spokesman,
Mr. Philip Reeker, remarked.

What has to be kept in mind in [ndia is that
there are reasons why certain outfits operating
in Jammu and Kashmir have heen omitted in
the White House [ist. [t is not because Wash-
ington is unaware of the happenings in that
part of the world. The executive order of the
President targeting 27 entities, organisations
and individuals are Osama and Al-Qaeda spe-
cific. In this current squeeze on the Al-Qaeda,
known terror outfits of West Asia such as Ha-
mas and the Hezbollah have been left out. The
immediate focus is on terror outfits with a
global reach.

J&K in next phase’?

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 26. The British High Commissioner, Mr. Rob Young, hinted today that
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir may be included in the next phase of the global fight

against the menace.

“We have to look at a number of phases, the first being to track and bring to justice the
perpetrators of the September 11 attacks on the U.S.,” he said after meeting the Union

Home Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani, here.

Replying to a query on cross-border terrorism afflicting Jammu and Kashmir, the British
envoy said: “The next phase will be a much bigger operation and broader exercise to
tackle issues of terrorism worldwide." He added the U.S., Britain and other countries were
determined that the campaign against terrorism was not allowed to be left by the side.

On his discussions with

t. Advani, he said a number of aspects came up which were of

crucial interest to the twg/countries. Some related to the current situation, global security
scenario and the agreepient between the two Prime Ministers, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee

and Mr. Tony Blair,
against terrorism.

Mr. Young's m
between Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. Blair.

close coordination for building an effective international coalition

ting with Mr., Advani came two days after a telephonic conversation

e
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U.S., NATO ALLIES MEET / NO EVIDENCE OF OSAMA LINK OFFERED

‘Prepare for lon ass(awj

BRUSSELS, SEPT. 26. The United
States told its NATO allies on
Wednesday to prepare for a long,
co-ordinated assault on terrorisim
but did not produce evidence
linking the Saudi exile Osama bin
Laden with the terror atiacks on
the Pentagon and World Trade
Center.

Since the September 11 attacks,
Washington has been calling bin
Laden a prime suspect. But the
Deputy Defence Secretary, Mr.
Paul Wolfowitz did not name a
specific perpetrator on Wednes-
day, and much remains unknown
about those who orchestrated the
attacks, a senior U.S. official said
on condition of anonymity.

Mr, Wolfowitz, subbing for the
Defence Secretary, Mr. Donald
Rumsfeld, told NATO Defence
Ministers that military action is
only one element it a range of up-
proaches needed to fight terror-
ism, a NATO official said, briefing
reporters, Mr. Wolfowitz empha-
siscd intelligence-gathering, co-
operation in logistical support
and following financial trails. He
said there was an alarming con-
nection between States that har-
hor international terrorists and
the States with active pro-
grammes to develop weapons of
mass destruction.

Military action might not be
imminent, and if the United
States does take action, it mighe
be only to gather more informa-
tion — at least initially, Mr. Wol-
fowitz said, according to ULS,
officiais. Breaking the network of
support that allows them to oper-
ate is key to the fight against ter-
rorist groups, he said. The 1.8,

did not present VATU it
timetable of specifics of the cam-
paign.

The NATCQ Secretary-General,
Lord Robertson opened Wednes-
day's session by recalling “our
own horror and the international
horror that was felt two weeks ago
yesterday in the terrorist attacks
that were perpetrated against the
United States in which so many
American citizens — and indeed,
citizens of most of the countries
represented around this table —
were to die and be injured.” He
then led the Defence Ministers in
a minute of silence.

“The savage acls which we saw
in New York and Washington two

nﬁ)
weeka ago represent an intolera-
ble assault on not just the Amer-
ican people and those who were
injured but humanity and the val-
ues we all share.”

The 19 NATO partners were to
meet in a separaie session with
the Russian Defence Minister, Mr.
Sergel Ivanov before Mr. Ivanov
and Mr. Wolfowitz were 10 meet.
The United States is seeking Rus-
sian support for its campaign
against terrorism, "1 do not rule
out a possibility of joint armed ac-
tions as the last means to be used
in the struggle against this evil,”
the Russian news agency Nar-
Tass quoted Mr. Ivanov as saying
in Brussels. — AP

The NATO Secretary-General, Lord Robertson {front left), shares a
word with the U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. Paul Wolfowitz (front
centre), during a group photo session after a meeting of
NATO Defence Ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels
on Wednesday. Standing (front right) is Britain's Secretary for
Defence, Mr. Geoffrey Hoon. Standing rear (from left to right)
are lceland’s Permanent Representative to the North Atlantic
Council, Mr. Gunnar Palsson, Italy's Defence Minister,

Mr. Antonio Martino, and Luxembourg’s
Defence Minister, Mr. Charles Goerens. — AP
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'US to target J&K terrorists

e (e

HT Correspondents

Washington/New Delhi, Seprember 26
THE UNITED States war on ter-
rorism wilt not stop with Osama
bin Laden but will also target
other terrorists, including Kash-
miri militants. Several Bush
Administration officials gave
this assurance to National Secu-
rity Adviser Brajesh Mishra
over the past two days. Mishra,
who is in Washington, was fold
that anv nation that harboured
teroriste woild not be allawed

to escape.
State Department spoResman
Philip Reeker described

Mishra's talks as “positive” and
sald they had centred on
Afghanistan and South Asia.
The US Ambassador to India,
Robert Blackwill, alse sent reas-
suring signals to India on
Wednesday. Speaking in New
Delhti, he said that Inde-US rela-
tions “have been transformed in
practical terms” by Black Tues-
day. He described the recent ter-

rorist blacklist issued by Wash-
ington as a “work in progress”.

Mishra held meetings with US
Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld and his number two,
Paul Wolfowitz. He also met his
US counterpart, Condoleezza
Rice, and the US Trade Repre-
sentative, Robert Zoellick.
Mishra also spoke to a number
of US legislators including Sen-
ator Sam Brownback and Con-
gressman Benjamin Gilman,

m fiiear conversations with

vishra. the US officials sought
tG dispel misgivings in New
Delhi about the path Washing-
ton's relations with Pakistan
was taking follewing Islam-
ahad’s promise to cooperate in
the hunt for Osama.

Mishra is believed to have
raised India’s disappointment
over the US's failure to include
Kashmir militant groups like
the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba and
Jaish-e-Mohammad in the
recently-released US terrorist
hlacklist. Mishra pointed out the

close links bemeen in Laden
Al Qaeda network and the Kash-
miri groups. all of whose mem-
bers were Afghan-trained.

Washington has reportedly
acknowledged the links. But the
present focus would have to be
on Afghanistan. Indian sources
say that the US will proceed
against the Kashmiri militant
groups Soon.

These  sentiments  were
echoed by Blackwill in New
Delhi. e said the blackiist
reflectad the Us's present focus
on Al Qaeda and would “evolve”
further He refufed claims the
US was moving away from India
towards Pakistan. “The US is
determined to treat South Asia
in a non-hyphenated way.” Bilat-
eral ties. he said, were “no
longer connected to events in
Pakistan.” They were based ona
secure foundation of shared
“democratic values.”

The US ambassador said the
“frequency and intensity” with
which the US and India were

orhav indiplo-
macy. militar ano imoi!igence
issties was now Cunrecognis-
able” from what it hiad been a
fortnight age. Back Tuesday he
said. had served to bring the
countries closer ogether

dealing with ¢

Mishra repeated l.smrl‘s offer
of overflight and turnarcund
facilities at aivhases for U8 war-
plancs. However I v unclear
wherhery th W wauid need such

sl Birreawill said

v jast su(h
sanse it we

Tits mlh

‘d(,lilt‘{

wad=o o ld Aishra
that the entites Tisr — Indian
institutes and companies with
links to the country s puclear
and missile programmes —-
would be drastieally nruned now
that sanctions had been lifted.
This would open the doar for US
technolagiral copperation with
these entities

More reports on pagcs 9 0& !I
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-“U.S. will target

Times News Network \r\\/ '
NEW DELHI The US. says the war against
terrorism has just begun. with Osama bin Laden
and his Al Qaida network being the primary
targets at present. In the long run, the US. will
work with the intermational community {057 (JQ

t

out lerrorism everywhere”. .

.S, ambassador Robert on Wednesday sp
out US. objectives when mediapersons raise
questions about Pakistan-sponsored terroris
in Jammu and Kashmir. Though, Mr Blackwill
parried specific querics on Kashmir, he was
quite categorical that there was an “over-
whelming consensus™ internationally to fight
“the scourge of ferronsm™ wherever i exists.
Al the moment, we are concentrating on those
responsible for the September 11 atlacks. the
key objective is to end the terrorist network in

terrorism glal{ally: Black

Afghanistan and stop the export of terrorism
from there.” said Mr Blackwill. But, he added,
this constituted just the first phase.“Dozens and
dozens of phases and actions™ will follow as the
world gets together to fight terrorism. Patterns
of collaborative bchaviour among nations are
emerging to thwart a variety of challenges.

On India’s stand that terrorist outfits like the
Lashkar-c-Totha and  Jaish-e-Mohammed
should also be included in the U.S. list of outfits
whose financial assets are being frozen, Mr
Blackwill said omly the first lot of outiits have
been identified as of now. “There is going to be
an evolution of that list without any doubt.
Washington will be scrutinising the entities
which should be on the list,” he said.

Mr Blackwill also tried to allay fears that
Pakistan would use the present opportunity to

will

literally turn the tables on India. “The US. is
determined to treat South Asia in a non-hyphen-
ated way, We arc treating U.S.-India relationship
separate from any other relationship,” he said.

The “umportance of stability in Pakistan is
obvious”, and Washington feels General Pervez
Musharraf “is managing the situation well™ in
that respect. “We arc preoccupied by Gen
Musharraf’s commitment to deliver what he has
promised,” said Mr Blackwill. The US., of
course, would like democracy to returm to
Pakistan as soon as possible.

The ambassador said the September 11 attacks
constituted “a transforming event” in global his-
tory. Both India and the US. have seized the
opportunity to redefine their relations and cstab-
lished “a degree of unprecedented cooperation”
to fight terrorism, among other things.

" ., "
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A U
WHO blo-war alarm

Geneva, Sept. 25 (Reuters): The
World  Health  Organisation
" (WHO) has urged all countries to
strengthen defences against bio-
logical weapons after the suicide
-hijackings that killed thousands
of people in the US.
“The key is quick detection of
any disease and that needs a good
v public health system,” David Hey-
l “mann, the WHO’s executive direc-
tor for communicable diseases,
said today.

The UN body was preparing a
repnrt on responses to the threat
posed by biological and chemical
weapons for the end of the year
but it has rushed out a prelimi-

ary version because of public

larm triggered by the September
11 attacks on New York and Wash-
ington.

ster Tony
piay down

British Prune
Blair today sought
the warnings.

“There is no evidence of a spe-
cific threat to the United King-
dom, as the prime minister has
said on several occasions,” a
spokesman for Blair’s Downing
Street office said in response to
the WHO warning.

The US has grounded all crop-
spraying planes out of fear they
could be used by guerrilla groups
— gimilar to those which crashed
planes into the World Trade Cen-
ter and the Pentagon — for attacks
with chemical or bioclogical
weapons. .

The WHO, which has posted
part of the report on its website,
ntoted that there had so far been

few examples of any country re-

sorting to the use of glolo;aca.l
weapons, perhaps because of the
difficulties involved in handling
such arms.

“Even sa, the magnitude of ‘
possible impacts on civilian popu-
lations of their use or threatened
use obliges governments both to }
seeK prevention and prepare re- (
sponse plans,” it said.

The report spells out possible l
agents for the transmission of dis- 1
eases — ranging from anthrax,
haemorrhagic viruses and other '
pathogens to biological toxins and t
noxious chemicals.

Hevmann said that the list had
been drawn up on the basis of ’
studies made by bioclogical |
weapons experts of the most l

likely agents and digeases to be !
used. g i
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HE TERRORIST artack of Septem-

ber 11 on the twin towers of the

World Trade Center in New York

and the Pentagon in Washington
and the U.S. response in the form of the
launich of a global campaign against ter-
rorism, heralds a new era in international
relations. [t has created a new divide in the
world, on one side are those who are with
the LLS. in the campaign and, on the other,
those who “are with the terrorists”. Every
nation has to decide an which side it wants
te» be. There is an avalanche of nations
wanting to be on the U.5. side. The Gov-
ernment of India has taken the right deci-
sion in casting its ot on this side of the
divide.

The U.S. lost no time in declaring the
September 11 attack a war against it. This
was followed quickly by the 1.8, Congress
formally adopting a resolution declaring
war and authorising its President to take
all necessary steps to win it. This naot only
reflected the widespread anger and revul-
sion at the unprecedented breach of U.S.
security and the resultant massive lass of
life and property and the resolve to pre-
vent its recurrence, but also paved the way
for the U.5. to act unilaterally in pursuit of
the campaign. In taking the contemplated
measures, the (LS. will be well within in-
ternational law. For. according to Article
51 of the U.N. Charter, it will be exercising

s “inherent right of .. self defence™ in the
event of an armed attack against it.

‘the 11.8. has left the world in no doubt
that the campaign will be on a global scale
and of a long term nature. It is busy mobi-
lising maximum support and forging a
global alliance. The U.S. has also defined
its objective in the broadest possible
terms. To quote the U.S. President: it will
not end until every terrorist group of glob-
al reach has been found, stopped and de-
teated”. Further, “our response involves
tar more than instant retaliation and iso-
lated strikes. Americans should nol expect
one battle, but a lengthy campaign’. Se-
nior American officials have defined the
objective as destroying “networks”, re-
moving systems’ and “‘ending states
which support terrorism, This should leave
no doubt that the contemplated assault on
the Taliban is but the first phase of the

By Muchkund Dubey

attempt should be niade to score points over

Pakistan as this will convey the wrong impression
regarding our intentions in joining the
coalition against terrorism.

campaign and that terrorist camps in Pa-
kistan from where the proxy war is carried
out in Kashmir, and which are indisput-
ably an extension of the global netwark,
cannat escape the sweep of the campaign.

There should also be no doubt regarding
the determination of the U.5. Government
to act decisively, comprehensively and
over the long haul, to stamp out the in-
ternational networks, systems and move-
ments of terrotism. The U.S. has amply
demonstrated its ability of a single-mind-
ed pursuit of its cherished value through
its 40-year campaign against "totalitarian-
ism’. Now that it has begun a new cam-
paign, there is no reason te doubt its
ability to sustain it. Like any other nation,
the 11.5. would, of course, deviate and de-
part from the main path for tactical rea-
sons and in its near-term interests, but the
main objective is likely ¢ remain intact.

Given its experiences, the U.S. is unlikely
to get bogged down anywhere. [1s targets
will be specific and achievable in the short
run. Each of its operations will be short,
swift and effective. The duration of the
campaign will be much shorter than that
of the Cold War because of the greater
clarity of its objective and the likelihood of
its eliciting near unanimmous support, The
U.S8. is not going to wait until there is a
foolproofl definition of terrerism. Is it not
envugh that you have identified the terror-
ists?

There is nu scope for an avercautious
approach towards supporting the cam-
paignt launched by the 4.5, on the ground
that even Russia, China and meost Europe-
an countries have made their support con-
ditional. This is based on a complete
misreading of these nations’ reactions. Af-
ter all, there cannot be a more emphatic
endorsement of the U.5. declaration of war
against terrorism than the invocation of
the NATO article which would regard this
war as a war against all other member-

states. Russia has agrecd to the movement
of hundreds of U.5. combat aircraft to the
skies and bases in the Central Asian Re-
publics adjoining Afghanistan. So far as
China is concerned, there has not been a
single instance since the end of the Cold
War of the Chinese opposing a U.S. resolu-
tion in the Security Council under Chapter
VI of the Charter. The fact is that after the
end of the Cold War a new alliance of ma-
jor powers has emerged, drawn from both
East and West and including China, which
sees [t§ common interest (1 maintaining
the status quo. The emerging coalition
against terrorism will, therefore, have the
full support of the new alliance.

Some experts and political parties in-
cluding the Left and the Congress have
suggested that India should join the cam-
paign only it it is mounted wunder the aegis
of the United Nations, This is totally unre-
alistic. The fact is that the campaign is al-
ready on and it is led by the 11.5 'This
cannot but be so. The U.N. haslong ceased
to carry put peace-keeping operations re-
quiring large scale deployment of furce or
involving the security of a permanent
member. It is a different matter that this
state of affairs has been brought aboutbya
conscious policy of the major powers to
prevent the UUN. from carrying out such
operations. The U.S. must be working be-
hind the scenes to have the Security Coun-
cil adupt an enabling resolution under
which the campaign will be carried out.
But U.N. is unlikely to insist on authorising
each operation under the campaign.

Those who are pleading for initiaiing in-
ternational action against rerrorism under
the framework of the Indian-sponsored In-
ternatianal Convention on Terrorism are
being even more unrealistic. The Conven-
tion wili be the lowest commen denam-
inator of the positions of 160-odd U.N.
members. Even after that, individual
countries will enter reservations. Then
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some countries, including perhaps the
major ones, would take years to ratify it.
And when the Convention enters into
torce, it will be difticult to ensure its imple-
mentation. Thus o predicate the lainch-
ing of a campaign against terrorism on the
proposed international Conventian on the
subject betrays a lack of desire to take any
action.

India has ne alternative to joining the
campaign. As one of the worst sufferers of
terrorism and consistent with our adher-
ence to the path of tolerance and non-vio-
lence, we cannot alford to be seen on the
other side of the divide. Besides, in what-
soever way the campaign unfolds itself it
will redound to India’s benefit. We do not
necessarily bave to compete with Pakistan
te be a frontline state in order to reap that
henefit. To take full advantage of our
membership of the emerging global coali-
tion we should supprort the campaign
without “ifs" and “huts”. For, credibility
and identification with the cause is the
crux of the matter. |lowever, we should
nat be in an indecent hurry to spell out,
even before we are asked, all the logistical
SUPPOIt we can give.

We should apply extreme caution and
restraint in pronouncing ourselves on the
subject. Our political leaders should resist
the templation of making pronounce-
ments out of turn. No atrempt should be
made to score poines over Pakistan as this
will convey the wrong impression regard-
ing our intention behind joining the coali-
tion. Over the coming weeks and months,
the most important rote that we can play
will be by way of coniributing to the defini-
tion of the over-all objeciive of the cam-
paign.

Some of the elements that should be
sought to be included in such a definition
are: Terrarism is a crime against humanity;
terrorism is indivisible; there should be a
comprehensive and integrated approach
10 dealing with it; that democratic govern-
ments are particutarly vulnerable 1o inter-
national terrorism which atcacks their very
way of life and freedom; terrorism cannot
be justified on the ground of jehad or
struggle [or freedom; no religion sanctions
terrorism. Therefore, a campaign against it
cannot be a campaign against any religion.

-
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DEFINING THE ANTI-TERROR AGENDA

THE U.S. DECISION to freeze the traceable fi-
nancial assets of 27 designated terrorist leaders
or groups has been generally portrayed as the
firse salvo in a challenging international cam-
paign to roll back and root out the politics of
terrorism around the world. However, it is of ut-
most importance that the anti-terror agenda be
adequately and credibly defined for the purposes
of a possibly long-term campaign with a glob-
alised reach. Today, a snapshot of the various
pockets of terror in the world, inclusive of Jammmu
and Kashmir, will surely reflect a complex mine-
field of diversity and not a simple matrix of uni-
formity. The rerrorist networks are often
distinguishable, one from the other, by their po-
litical goals or operational tactics or indeed bath.
Yet, it stands to reason that transnational politi-
cal terrorism of the cognisable kind can be iden-
tified in a definitive fashion. From India’s
standpoint, it is just as well that the 1).5. Secre-
tary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, has already ze-
roed on Jammu and Kashmir while outlining a
short list of conspicuous places that might ac-
tually attract America’s attention during its
stated campaign against international terror.
Useful in this context will be a nuanced amplifi-
cation of America’s macro-view as spelt out by
the National Security Adviser, Dr. Condoleezza
Rice, that there can be no categorisations of a
good terrorist and a bad terrorist. This will be
necessary for a truly concerted international.
drive against terrorism wherever it occurs —
Jammu and Kashmir, Northern Ireland, Sri Lanka
or West Asia and other places.

The 1).S. President, Mr. George W. Bush, has
made a tefling point that the list he unveiled on
Monday for a financial squeerze on specific ter-
rorist entities and persons is the equivalent of the
scrolls of wanted persons that the law enforce-
ment agencies across the world are so used to
preparing. ln a sense, Washington's list tor freez-
ing funde’in theAJ.S, does not supersede its own
currgrft scroll gl designated foreign terrorist orga-

nisations. The terrorist outfits so named by the
State Department, as distinct from the White
House in the present case of an economic
squeeze, are periedically reviewed. Of particular
interest to India and its neighbourhood is the fact
that the Harkatul Mujahideen, a group active in
Jammu and Kashrnir, figures prominently in the
reckoning of both the White House and the State
Department. Separately, the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam remains on the State Department’s
list without coming under the scanner for Mr.
Bush’s new anti-terror economic campaign. Mu-
tations, as distinct from static identities, pose an
additional problem in monitoring the terrorist
groups. Not surprisingly in the present context, a
micre-level concern of the Indian authorities
seems to be whether the hard core of the Harka-

tul Mujahideen has alregdy mutated ingg some
other identity. ; ’]/d
LA |
por s

On a different but related plane) as the U.S.
intensifies its conspicuous effortg to track down
Osama bin Laden in or near Afghdnistan so as to
avenge the recent terrorist offensive against
America, India should prudently assess the short-
term and long-term possibilities. Pakistan has
firmly lined itself behind the U.S., and New Delhi
is beginning to indicate some willingness to
come to terms with this geopolitical reality. A
scenario being skeiched out by the U.S, is that its
plan to go the whole hog in meeting the threats
from Osama bin Laden, the prime suspect in the
present case, may also extend to all collateral
threats to the entire region itself. While Pakis-
tan’s stability is in India’s enlightened interest,
any such stabilisation of South Asia can be a plus
for the international order. Appropriate defini-
tions of international terrorism, covering such
specific and larger issues of geography and poli-
tics, will doubtless enhance the overall cain-
paign. However, a distinction must be drawn
between legitimate activities of political self- ex-
pression and their terroristic pursuits.
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divided House delays

antl-terrons measures

TED BRIDIS, YOCHI J.
DREAZEN

" WASHINGTON, SEPFTEMBER 25

DIVIDED House Ju-
diciary Committee put
the brakes on the Bush
administration’s  ef-
forts to quickly approve anti-terror-
ism laws, despite warnings from At-
torney General John Ashcroft that
without them, the nation remains

i vulnerable to terrorist attacks.

After heated debate, during

"which some Republicans joined-
- nearly all of the panel’s Democrats

in sharply criticising the administra-
ton’s proposal as damaging to civil

* rights, Chairman James Sensen-

brenner (R., Wis.), agreed to delay
the vote until at least next week.

- Thevote ariginally had been sched-
- uled for earty Tuesday, but lawmak-
" ers from both parties agreed that
+ they needed raore time tostudy the

far-reaching plan. The broad pack-
* age of more than 50 anti-terrorism

- proposals would give law-enforce-

ment authorities More powers (o
imprison suspected immigrants

" and more efficiently eavesdrop on

" telephone and e-mail communica-
! tioms. After nearty two weeks of cor-
“dial relations between Congress
i and the White House, the tenor of
the debate was striking.
Lawmakers from both parties

* sharply questioned whether some
" of the proposed changes to US laws
»— especially changes affecting

wiretaps, Government property
" seizures and the detention of sus-
pected immigrants — infringed
upon civil rights. They indicated

A member of Pakistan’s Jamaat-e-Islami holds a terdunngananﬁ
American protest in Islamabad on Toesday. Rewters photo

that they could agree immediately
to more than one dozen of the ad-
ministration’s proposals, but cited
‘othersas problematic.

After the terrorist attacks, the
Bush administration wants quick
approval of steps to beef up investi-
gators’ ability to ferret out terrorists
on US soil and overseas. One of the
changeswould allow evidence from
wiretaps collected by foreign gov-
ernments inways that would violate
US laws to be used in American

d

Py Iy

criminat trials, Critics charged that
another provision could allow gov-
ernment investigators to search a
suspect’s home without notifying
the target of the search.

“We're deeply troubled,” Rep.
John Conyers (D., Mich.), told the
attorney generai. Asheroft sought
to assure skeptical lawmakers that
the package had adequate constitu-
tional protections, and dented that
the Justice Departrment was trying
to use the attack to push through a
wish-list of enhanced powers. The
head of the department’s criminal
division, Michael Chertoff, said
none of the proposed changes rep-
resents “arevoiution in the law.”

“We need to unleash every pos-
sible tool in the fight against terror-
ism and to do so promptly, because
our awareness indicates that we are
vulperable and that our vulnerability
is elevated as long as we don’t have
the tools we need to have,” Ashcroft
said. Still, he conceded that there
was noway of knowing if the sweep-
ing package of counter-terrorism
proposalscould havatzr prevented the
attacks. — The Wg Street.fym]
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China will choke

funds to
2hA

REUTERS & DPA

BELJING/MOSCOW, Sept. 257

terrorists
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¥ BUSH FOR NOBEL

— China is ready to help the y OSLO, Sept. 25. — Mr George

USA choke funds supply to the
terrorist group responsible for
the 11 September attacks while
Russia has ruled out partici-
pating in any military strikes
against Afghanistan.

“The Chinese government end-
orses the international comm-
unity strengthening cooper-
atton in cracking down on ter-
rorist activities, including pre-
vention and curbing of finan-
cing terrorist activities,” the
Chinese foreign ministry spo-
kesman, Mr Zhu Bangzao, said.
“We're willing to strengthen
cooperation with the USA.”

Mr Zhu didn't give any details,
but Chinese and US counter-ter-
rorism experts were scheduled to
meet in Washington today after
Beijing announced to exchange
mtelligence on terrorists.

Mr Zhu also called for inter-
national efforts to lessen the
impact of the anti-terrorism
campaign on the US and
world economies. “The inter-
national community should
jointly take measures and en-
hance cooperation to face this
challenge.”

"W Bush should be awarded

the Nobel Peace Prize if he
can respond to the terror att-
acks without waging a war, 12
Norwegian university profe-
ssors said today. They have
nominated the US Fresident
for the award.

“We hope this will serve as a
preventive alert, a change of
tone from the simplistic talk
of revenge and retaliation,”
said Prof Inge Nilsen, head of
studies at Lofoten Istands
University, — AFP

The Russian defence minister,
Mr Sergei Ivanov, has iterated
his country’s stand of not part-
icipation in military strikes ag-
ainst Afghanistan. “This is out
of the question,” Itar-Tass quo-
ted him as having said.
President Vladimir Putin,
however, said that if necessary,
Russia might consider helping
“search and rescue operations
in Afghanistan.” For now, he
said, Russia would provide the
world community with air corr-
idors for “flights with human-
itarian aid to Afghanistan.”
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By Ashwani Talwar (| \,i
Times News Network ‘

NEW DELHIL The US. decision
to freeze the assets of the
Pakistani terrorist group Harkat-
ul-Mujahideen is a welcome sign
for India, but Delhi would like (o
see a few more names of terrorist
groups on the list.

By including the Harkat among’

the orgamisations whose assets
America has frozen, the Bush
administration might have allayed
some Indian fears about a possible
U.S.-Pakistan ‘deal’. Delhi could
choose to read into it an assurance
that the US. is not laying off
Pakistan-backed groups in return
for Islamabad’s support for its war
against the Taliban.

But the pew American execu-
tive order does nol mention the
two groups which are more active
than the Harkat in Jammu and
Kashmir- -the Lashkar-e-Toiba
and the Hizbul Mujahideen.

About the exclusion of the
Lashkar from the list, external

affairs ministry spokeswoman
Nirupama Rao said America had
made a beginning. “We hope that
we will see more of such organisa-
tions being targeted,” she added.

The Hizbu! Mujahideen, the
biggest among the militant groups
in Kashmir, might be dismissed as
not ‘global’ enough to be taken on
in the first phase of America’s war
against terrorism. The Hizbul is
more Kashmiri than the Harkat or
the Lashkar. But even this home-
grown group is headquartered in
the Pakistan-held area of
Kashrir. 1 lﬁ

The Lashkar-e-Toiba i§, howev-
er, cast in the same pab-Islamic
mode as the Harkatul-
Mujahideen. Although more for-
midable than the Harkat in the
Valley, the Lashkar had declared
that its interests extended beyond
Kashmir. Proving the point, it had
struck at the Red Fort in
December 2000,

And the Lashkar has Osama bin
Laden links. He is supposed to

have provided funds to help build
a sprawling complex, 50 km from
Lahore, the Markaz Dawa Wal
Irshad, a religious organisation of
which the Lashkar is the fighting
arm. There had been reports of
Bin Laden addressing the Markaz
annual meetings over the tele-
phore,

But the Lashkar's omission and
the Harkat's inclusion in the new
US. list were almost predictable.
While drafting the new list, the
administration seems to have been
guided by an earlier one—the
State Department [ist of foreign
terrorist organisations (F1Os).

That list was last updated in
Qctober 1999, Even then, the
Lashkar, which Delhi regarded a
prime candidate, was ignored.

The mam reason for the
Harkat’s inclusion then-—and
now-—could be that the group
directly targeted Americans. It 15
believed to have been behind the
abduction of five Western tourists
in Kashmir in 1995, although the

TING REVEALS HIS MOTIVATION FOR SPONSORING TERRORISM
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' India seeks freeze on assets of more terrorist groups

then unknown Al-Faran claimed
responsibility. Harkat leader Fazlur
Rehman Khalil is also supposed 1o
have finks with Bin Laden.

After the US ban on the
Harkat, the group then known as
Harkat-ul-Ansar renamed itself
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen. Gradually,
it was overshadowed by the
Lashkar-e-Toiba in Kashmir.

Reportedly, Pakistan's Inter
Services Intelligence (ISI) began
pumping in more support to the
Lashkar instead of the Harkat.
Many Harkat cadres shifted to the
Lashkar. And after his release
from prison in exchange for |
Indian hostages in Kandahar,
Harkat ideologue Masood Azhar |
floated a new organisation, Jaish-
e-Mohammed. India would like 1o
see the Jaish also listed.

The US. can claim that this is
only the first in a series of actions
it plans against terrorism. And not
all terrorist organisations on
which the U.S. keeps tabs in ofife
ways are on this list,
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ISLAMABAD: Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban was
under siege from the rest of the world and under
attack from within as expectations rose on Tuesday
that strikes by the United States were imminent.

The puritanical Muslim Taliban was effectively cut
off from the rest of the world when Saudi Arabia, the
birthplace of Islam, severed diplomatic relations that
had been little more than token since 1998

Announcing the kingdom’s decnsxon a statement
carried by the state-run news
agency said the Taliban “is con-
tinuing to use its land to harbour,
arm and encourage those crimi- §
nals who carry out terrorist
attacks that frighten the innocent
and spread horror and destruc-
tion in the world” These acts
“defame Islam and Muslims™ in
the world, it said.

Pakistan is now the only coun-
try to recognise the Taliban, even
though Islamabad withdrew its
diptomatic staff from Kabul on
security grounds con Monday.
Earlier, Pakistan foreign ministry
spokesman Riaz Mohammad
Khan said that maintaining
diplomatic tics with Kabul was a

~ Saudis pull the

Don’t foist new regime in Kabul, >,
Pakistan warns global commumty

Pakistan’s foreign minister Abdul
Sattar (right) shows the way to EU
foreign policy chief Javier Solana
(centre) and EU external affairs
commissioner Chris Patten prior to
talks in Islamabad on Tuesday.

plug ol

pity in its fight against terrorism.

Cautioning the global community against f(}lSt g
a new regime in Afghanistan in their efforts to replace
the Taliban regime, Pakistan’s foreign minister Abdul
Sattar said “the world should undersrand
Afghanistan. The Afghans are fiercely independent
people. Never liked anyone to impose a government
on them. Those who Wanted to plant leaders in the
past have pald a heavy price.”

The Taliban also had to deal
with a smail but emboldened
i opposition that has stepped up
{ %4 attacks from their northern

N strongholds. They responded with
a mass {roop mobilisation, seizing
ULN. food stocks and appealing to
the American people to avert a
“vain and bloody war.”

Meanwhile, the Al-Qaeda
organisation led by Osama bin
Laden issued a fiery new state-
ment warning Washingfon against
attacks  against him  or
Afghanistan. “Wherever there
are Americans and Jews, they will
be targeted,” said a statement
faxed to news organisations in
Pakistan's capital I[slamabad in

“geographical compulsion™ for Pakistan -—the main
conduit for interna*icnal humanitarian assistance to
Afghanistan.

He had previously described the Afghan embassy
in Islamabad as a vital “window to the world” through
which the Taliban's communications with the interna-
tional community were maintained.

Pakistan also issued a stern warning against
attempts to “foist” a new regime in Afghanistan say-
ing it would thrust disaster on the Afghans even as it
expressed ils continued support to the global commu-

the name of Al-Qaeda’s chief military commander,
Naseer Ahmed Mujahed. “We can defend ourselves.
The holy warriors are fully prepared.”

“Wherever there are Muslims, they should prepare
for jihad (holy war), and by the grace of god, the vic-
tory will be Islam’s,” the statement added.

Meanwhile, fighting raged across northern
Afghanistan on Tuesday as opposttion Io
emboldened by the massive buildup of the |18 might
aimed at the ruling Taliban, captured
in fierce overnight battles. (agencies)

Mllltants who sald they had recelved gl
Temargarh in Pakistan’s north-west pi
armies of tribesmen have begun to mot

By Rashmee Z. Ahmed

Times News Network
LONDON: In an indication of the first sig-
nificant shift in the Western stance on the

Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Britaip has
refused to apologise to Israel for '
remarks made by foreign secretary
Jack Straw in an Irapian newspa-
er article in which he called the }

alestinian territories ““Palestine”,
upgraded its chairman Yasser
Arafa¢ to “President” and offered
a sympathetic assessment of fer- §
rorism as bred “by the anger of
people in this (West Asia) region

over events in Palestine”.
Mr Straw’s use of the te

merel
terro

mént’s
for the

its key

UK foreign secy’s remark is’
straw in the wind for Israel

backed “war on ferrorism”.
. On Tuesday, British oﬂiua]s told this
paper, Mr Straw remgained firne that he had

| say he was conscious “Israelis had

4 to Esrael” even though, significant-

“stated the obvious” about why
m was bred. They guoted him to

to live with the daily consequences
of brutal terrorism but..developing
a broader-based international con-
sensus is of hnge importance affer

-] the attacks in the U.S,”

Prime Minister Tony Blair's
office said “no offence was meant

ly, no apology was offered either.
Analysts say the Biitish govern-

deliberate and changed vocabulary |

Israeli-Palestinian conflict may sig-

nal that Britain may be able to encourage

ally, the United States, to take a

more balanced view of the problem.
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~ o WHO cautions
n Tallban against use of
bio-weapons

Tirnes News Network

NEW DELHE The World Health
Organisation has advised countries
to prepare themselves for a possi-
ble use of biological or chemical
agents as weapons even as it
upgrades its own procedures for
meeting any emergencies.

WHO director-general Gro
Harlem Brundtland told a group of
health ministers in Washington on
Tuesday that countries “must pre-
pare for the possibility that people
are deliberately harmed with bio-
logical or chemical agents”.

Both proper surveillance and a
quick coordinated response are vital
if any deliberate use of agents such
as anthrax or smallpox virus are to
be contained before they infect
large numbers of people, she said.
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“Pak has told .+

J&K ultrasto ™"
fight for Taliban’,

HT Correspondent l(“' L«"’)‘
New Delhi, September 24 )
THERE HAS been a sharp dec-
line in terrorist violence in Ja-
mmu and Kashmir following a
Pakistan advisory to foreign mil-
itants to "join forces in Af-
ghanistan” after the September

11 terrorist attacks in the USA.
“As against 40 terrorist attacks
on security forces in Jammu and
Kashmir from September 1 to 7,
the number has declined to
about 10 since September 11,”
Defence Secretary Yogendra
Narain informed reparters today,
~ The information about the
“Pakistan advisory” o terrorists
is based on military signals
intercepts. “These have also
revealed instructions to have the
militants leaving Indian soil
escorted directly to the Afgha-
nistan border by the Pakistani
Army.” Narain said. Pakistan
does not want them to remain in
its territory

Communication intercepts in-
dicate “confusion” among terror-
ist ranks. “There are indications
of movement {(of terrorists) from
Jammu and Kashmir to Pak-
istan-Occupied Kashmir (PoK),
but the full picture is not clear
yvel. We're keeping a close vigil
and see how the situation devel-
ops over the next fortnight.” the
Defence Secretary said.

“Pakistan is in the process of
disbanding terrorist fraining
camps in PoK. We feel this is hap-
pening because of US pressure,
but is anyhow a welcome step.
Pakistan is anxious to show that
there are no training camps.
That's a gain for India, and we

hope this will reduce tension in
Jammu &Kashmir,” he said.
There were more intercepts on
the first four days after the World
Trade Center attacks of Pak-
istani authorivies asking mili-
tants to pack up and go te
Afghanistan. an officer added.
“These reveal Pakistan's an-
xiety to push cut such elements,
even from PoK (where they train
and prepare to launch operations
against India). We're concerned
that in case the Pakistan-Afgha-
nistan border is sealed before al
these militants are able {0 get
across, they may be pushed into
J&K. Hence, we're keeping high
vigil on the border,” he said.

Afghan protesters throw stones at the abandoned US embassy in Kabul on Monday.
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FROM MARK FINEMAN: \ ¢
AND STEPHEN BRAUN

New York, Sept. 24: The terror
soldiers of al Qaida move seam-
lessly from nation to nation, conti-
nent to continent, changing
names, passports, entire identi-
ties time and again.

Osama bin Laden’s men shed
their own devout sacraments {0
elude detection, shaving beards in
secular lands and carrying duty-
free cigarettes and cologne to
throw profiling border agents off
the scent. Some work in dead-end
covers as fishermen, grocers, or
purger flippers, while others
carry suitcases bulging with
down payments for Kalashnikov
rifles, night scopes, Stinger anti-
aircraft  missiles, enriched
weapons-grade uranium.

Their commitment is unyietd-
ing. They film their own suicide
videos hefore they hop into pickup
trucks loaded with hundreds of
pounds of TNT, turn on andio cas-
settes chanting praise to those
who will die for the cause, and
blow themselves to bits to weaken
the social foundation of their
worst enemy: The United States.

The profile of al Qaida, Arabic
for “the Base,” unreels in record-
ed testimony tucked away in the
federal courthouse here in lower
Manhattan. Largely unnoticed by
the public at the time, a trial that
ended last June generated in-
sights into the terrorist organisa-
tion that ultimately would be
linked to the deadly attacks on the
Warld Trade Center towers and
the Pentagon.

A jury found four al Qaida
members guilty of staging the Au-
gust 1998 suicide bombings of Us
embassies in Kenya and Tanza-
nia, which killed 224 people. Bin
Laden himself was charged in the
308-count indictment as the leader
of the conspiracy to kili US nation-
als in Africa, and for exhorting his
al Qaida followers to murder. A $5
million revvard was offered for in-
formation leading to his arrest.

The al Qaida depicted in the 76-
day trial is capable of relentless,
selfless efficiency and, at the same
time, amateurish dysfunction.
The same secret organisation that
succeeded in demolishing two em-
bassies in two different lands al-
most simulianecusly also was
proneto petty feuds and embezzle-
ment. capable of losing hundreds
of thousands of dollars in scams
and bad business decisions. But it
also is an al @aida of mind-bog-
gling commitment.

For David Baugh, who defend-
ed Mohamed Rashed Dacud ai-
Owhali — a would-be suicide
homber who survived the Nairobi
blast —- the testimony is woven
with clues to some of America’s
most-asked questions today.

“The issue is; Why is this hap-
pening? Why do they hate us?”’
Baugh said last week. Some an-
swers came through testimony
about al-Owhali, a young Saudi
who told an FBI interrogator why
he so wished to die for al Qaida at
the US embassy in Nairobi. Other
answers came from Jamal Ahmed

Pl

de story of bin Lade

%’\\C\

al-Fadl, a Sudani nearly twice the
age of the young Saudi. Al-Fadl
hagd defected from al Qaida with

many secrets. His testimony
formed an operative flow-chart of
al Qaida for US counter-terrorisim
officials. Al-Fadl knows more
about al @aida than most. He was
there when the group was hatched
in 1989 by bin Laden and a group
of like minded mujahideen free-
dam fighters. the ClA-backed {s-
jamic guerrillas who ground
down the Soviet army in
Afghanistan and drove it into re-
treat.

At age 38, the Sudan-born al-
Fadl ultimately would give 1JS in-
telligence agents and prosecutors
their first — and perhaps best -
blueprint of al Qaida: its origins,
ifs structure, its modus operandi -
and its petty human failings.

Al-Fadl offered little evidence
against the defendants in the trial.
His testimony was aimed square-
ly at bin Laden, buttressed bv sim-
ilar accounts by twn other al
®aida defectors and by lerror mis-
sion documents left on computer

£
G

discs that were seized by FBL
ugenis in Najrobi after the blasts.

For America, al-Fadl was a
gem. a secret federal witness
known tor five vears anly as CS-1,
“Confidential Source One.”

When he was finally unveiled,
wearing an [slamic skullcap on
the witness stand in the embassy
hombing trial last February,
Judge Leonard Sand granted pros-
ecutors' requests that courtroom
artists not sketch him.

He sketched his own early life
as that of a drifter, the sort of un-
fulfitled. dreamv existence that
suddenly found purpose when the
Soviet aymy invaded Afghanistan
in 1979. From his small town of
Ruffa. in Sudan, he went to Saudi
Arabia.

He was expelied in 1981 after he
was arrested for smoking mari-
juana. He headed to Atlanita,
North Carelina and Brooklyn,
where he worked as a grocer.

But in New York, he found reli-
gion at the Farouq Mosque, Wwhere
Emir Mustafa Shalabi was urging
all Muslims - - young, strong,

A 1989 file picture of Osama bin Laden (centre) in the Jalalabad area. (AFP)

male and able — to head to
Afghanistan and fight the Soviet
infidels. it was a holy call to arms
that would become bin Laden's
fertile recruiting ground. “We
have to make jihad out of them ...
you have to follow the rule of the
pmir,” al-Fadl recalled.

The siren song echoed in
mosgues across the globe. Fellow
Muslims were under attack. Islam
was perceived in danger.

Sa, like thousands of others in
the years to come, al-Fadl leit in
1988 for Peshawar, the dusty and
destitute Pakistani border town
that was home to hundreds of
thousands of Afghan refugees. It
was the launch pad for the jihad.

There, at gritty guerrilla-train-
ing centres that often doubled as
refugee camps, he learned tofirea
Russian-made Kalashnikov rifle,
o hit helicopters with rocket-pro-
pelled grenades and to slip in and
out of identities, His friends there
knew him only as “the Sudani.”

As the days passed, al-Fadl told
the jury, as his fervour honed, he
care to “follow the rule” of a new
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n’s al Qaida

emir, It was Osama bin Laden.

Al Fadl said he met ofien with
the ascetic Saudi exile in Pe-
shawar’s cramped wuest-house
chambers and gardens. Often they
spoke in veiled terms about the
nverarching reach of jihad. It was
in 1989, al-Fadl recalied, in an ex-
plosives-training camp in the bat-
tle-scarred Afghan town of Khost.
that helearned of al Qaida’s birth.

The group’s “general emir.”
was bin Laden. And when asked il
he wanted to be one of the fuund-
ing members, al-Fadl veadily
agreed. He was handed a docu-
ment by ah al Qaida commander.
“Iread it,” al-Fadi testificd. "and
after that [ swear in front of him
and I sign the papers.”

It was an oath of allegiance to
bin Laden and his licutenants
called the bayat — a basic and
once-secreirite of al @aidathaten-
durestoday -somethingakintoa
corporate-loyalty  oath, as it
turned out.

Bin Laden structured “the
Base’ as a cost-and-personnel-efti-
cient terrorist conglomerate. At

the top, al-Fadl explained, is a
“shura council,” veteran ¢lerics
and military leaders from Saudi
Arabia, Irag, Yemen and other na-
tions  all freedom fighters who
have proved themselves in jihad.

The council sunders into com-
mittees, al-Fadl said. A military
group is headed by field comman-
ders. There's a fatwa group of mul-
lahs and religious clerics who
mesh Islam with bin Laden’s jihad
battle plan. There's even a media
grroup that handles al Qaida’s pub-
lic-relations. Al-Fadi said he be-
came a key player in the fourth
committee: Finance, the trusted
aides whe would buy farms and
other husinesses to give cover for
Bin Laden’s terror operations.

Along with their weapons
training. they learned to cluster in
small cells, operate on scant bitsof
command information, hew to the
discipline of silence, And, always,
al @aida’s moles followed bin
Laden’s exhortation “to be pa-
tisnt.”

Thousands of motivated, root-
less young Muslims across the
globe flocked to al @aida’s core.
And as the bayats stacked up, bin
Laden's commanders enforced a
strict regimen: All recruits would
live furtively, slip in and out of
their enemy’s lands like ghosts.

“You need to be a normal per-
son.” al-Fad! was told by one com-
mander, “If vou go with beard and
[slaunie dress, the intelligence offi-
cor (in target countries) ... want to
ask a lot of questions.”

Leave the Quran and praver
books behind, Al gaida’s men
were told. On a trip to Egypt, al-
Fadl got the standard line from his
commanier, Abu Talal al Masry:
Buv colngne and cigarettes.

Al Qaida also began acquiring
ventures, mimicking Western
corporations. Al-Fadl bought
farms, one for $250,000 to grow
sesame seeds, peanuts and corn in
the Sudanese countryside. He sent
the crops te Afghanistan in planes
that returned with British and
American-made night goggles,
rifle scopes and other advanced
military gear, he said.

Bin Laden told al-Fadl: “Our
agenda is{, bigger than business.”
The companies were both fronts
for the terror cells and cash cows

for future operations. Al-Fadl was

given several unils 1o run.

Soon, the jihad found its natur-
al ecnemy - America’s huge Gulf
War military presence in Saudi
Arabia. The fatwa “cannot let the
American army stay in the guif
arca,” al-Fadl said.

Bin Laden and his clerics ex-
panded their American target list
in 1992 as the United States sent
peacekeeping troops to Somalia.
AJlY Americans. even innocent
civilians, were now at risk. Jihad
warriors no longer “had to worry™
about distinetions. one cleric told
al-Fadl. Bin Laden was even more
blunt a few days latler. “The snake
is America.” he lold al-Fadl and
other disciples. “and we have to
stop them. We have to cut the head
ol the snake.”

LOS ANGELES TIMES-WASHINGTON
POST NEWS SERVIC

Taliban
tokill
Islamabad, Sept. 24 (AP): Tal-
iban have threatened to execute -
any UN workers who use key
equipment in their offices in
Afghanistan, a move that has
nearly shut down the remaining
relief work being done in the
country, UN officials said today.

The militia began raiding GN
offices in cities such as Kabul
and Kandahar, where the Tal-
iban leadershipis based, over
the weekend and sealing their
satellite telephones, walkie-
talkies, computers and vehicles
to bar them from furthet use, )
said Stephanie Bunker, chief UN
spokeswoman said here,

They also seized 1400 tonnes |
of UN food aid.

“They warned our staff that
if they use these things they will
face execution,” said Gordon
Weiss, spokesman for Unicefin
Islamabad.

After the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks in the US, the UN
removed its foreign staffers in
Afghanistan for their safety but
left behind local Afghan employ- .
ees to continue their crucial re-
lief agency work and mine-clear-
ing operations.

“We are worried about the
safety of our remaining workers
there and concerned about the
fate of our programmes,” Weiss
said.

“Life will become more mis-
erable for the more than one
million people displaced hecause
of drought and civil war.”

US forces have begun mobil-
ising in the Gulf for an expected
attack on Afghanistan to punish
the hard-line Taliban govern-
ment for refusing to extradite
Osama bin Laden, prime suspect
in the deadly suicide attacks on
the World Trade Center in New
York and Pentagon in Washing-
ton.

“We condeinn this serious vi-
olation and call on the Taliban to
ensure the safety of our staff and
to allow aid workers to continue
their humanitarian work,”
World Food Programme (WFP)
spokesman Khaled Mansour
said.

“This is a serious develop-
ment which could disrupt, if not
completely stop, our food distrib-
ution,” said Mansour, adding
that the WFP office and ware-
house had also been taken over
by the Taliban

Mansour said the WFP had at
least three weeks’ supplies in
Afghantstan, but would not be
able to deliver most of it because
of curbs on local staff and lack of
transport.

“We are calling on the Tal-
iban to allow our national staff
to use the communications sys-
tem so that they can stay in con-
tact with us and carry out their
work,” Mansour said.

o

-

e ittt e



g afed (WSTHOYHAL 298 m EIUD[MA  EUIGLIEL JO SUDPIAUL sniowl A Yy ISP SUvdIed duefial ve
-8 JoIaquInu A U dodp ofqeeonou 8 o pajeddiolur Suleq aae sadussown osor],
-UL PRR{sURL $BY 1ey) ‘punocdd og) ug) Iapaoq Usistieysy oyl 0y

. yonur 003 Suiso] s¥SUT  TWIYSRY patdnoae jed yinon]) wei )

V&1 U3 ua torpeadoos Jo uotssaadxo
, ipoads s ZIpUf payuisni ‘pies fRIT0 4010
LUOITENIIY YoJEM PUR JTBM U 81T, TN -0 B UDTIUWeD 1BYJ, ‘WisLIoLIe) (surese

ATaU) SUTPIY 948 PUB JIHIYSEY] ojul o]

oy ssogou paddys sawy Avw pouled;
PRI 31 $1SLOLIDY Y], "PI0om 24 0] 3ar]
LJUBA, ¥ MOUS 01 adISap s uvlsiye - a3

1 uftedwed
[PUBLIRUIS]
-ur ayi Sururol

i1dldy ~
-Aepuopy #o (yoesey uf Ajjes & 1e

-10983, 0] pata)
-Jo Apayiod
-00  AARY S9N

Iesm 9y} W04 Papn[oxa aq jou prnom
QITYMIS[D PUR WL PUBBI] UIDUMON
ut funesedo suemesiueiio eyl uon
-BAIBS00 S (AM0J UTR[) [BADUN) 0] 2107

U2 JOTOUE 2 PINOD SNOMDS SI0UL UAAG] 01 J{98}1 9yt suefio)s gn-aue sinoys nuesi-leewer ay jo 1aqwaw y  -Lioyne Tue)st patjoeyte Fulod ST 2JuBMUSls gonpy

UBIURYATY U0 BUNRIIUSIGOD ST RID  -WO0Y 11 §8 HOAD . “¥ed Sy ueIs PIRS S[BLIFO JUOW
-9 A1 RUTS Aipggnd yanw wedye wu - ajgod Srieg / -TUeydly  a6]  -uldA0d 1ouas ‘Y u Furjeado sdnold
PINoM SUOTIOE AU UAYM - MOT 40] MO] B SULUBIULRW ¥ proy pue Jno awos Jo sARATNNE S030] 07Ul SULIq pINoa
dmky og pmoa Layg, -welsturysry spivm 10y panye nd 01 patoantp  uoriow ayy jo aseyd puedss sy} 4gImo

01 MWL ey Avhe sjuehipin jo quaw
-@AOUT [RFURISQNS 0 SUSTS M3] a1 219y)
STaAd] aaudfeta Uy doap oy ondse(]

o FISLINLIY Moeg
O] PANULIUCY RG] UOTE B J0 A[jB.UL SB
193¢ T0DY J0U DIN0D 1T ‘UBISINE] U IS

0T PITIOD uBIs
-DjE ] CAflaegod
=W} UMOP 250[7
sdwey Fururer

1Y) jey; puE

SHOM  Furuion

Buteq are sjue
- ‘sydesie
-ur grped o1 3ut

POy MRT

woay  Junjeue
-wa ae sjeudis

Bpanely-[y STY pUR UIPeT Uiq BUIBS()
Bg DInom 19348) 9jelpalul oY) S]IYM

WISTLOLLEY
1suteSe Jem [2qod po[-§[] oYl Ul BIpUfp
10f spo-uds oamsod £uv axe asey) Jou
10 Jay)eym ysijqeiso [[Im sysem Jo apd

-goad g Jo 9100IN0 8y aq pinod doap 1@ oy} FuLmp [ros  sanetlou  puk -nod yxeu oYJ, — ‘b 1908 THIA MAN

‘Y1, 07 UB) 1oma) Uoeq dATY a2aY) 1oq s} un aoudsard E oanrsod  ying

-traudag T [ JoYE ‘'qIUOLT S1y) Jo sAEP T I8¢ JUNR]] J0U § udted . FAAHIS SMIN NVWSIIVIS

1844 3 uz odeld N0} SIUIPIOUT () suley  op sdnodd 1suel i -wey eyl w / )I_.J AdOH HLTH
. <

mﬁmm eIpu] |

1 TN SUSL

0113) JSUTESE JeAN -

¢ et i



-~ TERRORISM:

{Continued from page 1) g‘(-\/ % v 3

a top defence official said. In a narrow militaty
perspective the time might be opportune for
India to launch a major offensive, “take out”™ the
training camps across the LoC. But diplomatic
considerations suggest otherwise.

“The external affairs minister's assurance to his
Pakistani counterpart that India will not seek to
exploit that country’s current difficulties displays a
maturity the international community will
appreciate”, the official said.

By doing nothing that would deflect attention
from Bin Laden, India will strengthen its case
, that the larger issue of terrorism will not he lost
once the immediate problem is tackled. There is
an understanding of India’s case that terrorism
cahnet be categorised or fragmented with
different levels of response, officials said.
Though India is not fully convinced that Pakistan
i8 cornmmitted to abandoning its backing of terrorists,

Time ripe for Indun?

to nit-pick at this stage would fall into the trap Gen
Musharraf set during his address, officials said, “If
US pressure works, good. If' it does not, there will be
opportunities to expose the duplicity.”

Should Pakistan fully cooperate with the USA to
hunt down Bin Laden and his associates, its
proximity to Afghanistan would reduce the need
for Indian involvement in this particular phase of
the campaign. New Delhi is fully aware of that.
However, if it becomes a long duration exercise,
the picture would change.

Specific requests are yet to come in but India is
thinking of ailowing the USA the use of iis
airspace, ports and refuelling facilities. The
government insiste ihis is in accordance with
standard procedure. As of now, India does not
see a threat to the present regime in Pakistan,
the anti-American demonstrations are not a
major index of trouble. “As long as the IST and
the bulk of the army back the decision to support
America, Gen. Musharraf remains safe.”
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\ Notes towards a
" definition of terror

ecalling the existing
R international conven-
tions relating to vari-

ous aspects of the problem of
international terrorism, in
particular the Convention on
Offences and Certain Acts
Committed on Board Air-
craft, signed at Tokyo on Sep-
tember 14, 1963; the Conven-
tion for the Suppression of
Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft,
signed at The Hague on De-
cember 16, 1970; the Conven-
tion for the Suppression of
Unlawful Acts against the
Safety of Civil Aviation,
signed at Montreal on Sep-
tember 23, 1971; the Conven-
tion on the Prevention and
Punishment of Crimes
against Internationally Pre-
tected Persons, including
Diplomatic Agents, adopted
by the General Assembly of
the United Nations on Decem-
ber 14, 1973, the Internation-
al Convention against the
Taking of Hostages, adopted
by the General Assembly of
the United Nations on Decem-
ber 17, 1979; the Convention
on the Physical Protection of
Nuclear Material, signed at
Vienna on March 3, 1980; the
Protocol for the Suppression
of Unlawful Acts of Violence
at Airports Serving Interna-
tional Civil Aviation, supple-
mentary to the Convention
for the Suppression of Un-
lawful Acts against the Safety
of Civil Aviation, signed at
Montreal on February 14,
1988: the Convention for the
Suppression of Unlawful
Acts against the Safety of
Maritime Navigation, signed
at Rome on March 10, 1988;
the Protocol for the Suppres-
sion of Unlawful Acts against
the Safety of Fixed Platforms
Located on the Continental
Shelf, signed at Rome on
March 10,1988; the Conven-
tion on the Marking of Plas-
tic Explosives for the Purpose
of Detection, signed at Mon-
treal on March 1, 1991; the In-
ternational Convention for
the Suppression of Terrorist
Bombings, adopted by the
General Assembly of the
United Nations on December
15, 1997; the International
Convention for the Suppres-
sion of the Financing of Ter-
rorism, adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly of the United
Nations on December 9, 1999,
Recalling also General As-
sembly resolution 49/60 of

Extracts from the
draft comprehensive
convention on inter-

national terrorism,
2001, submitted by
India to the US

December 9, 1994 and the De-
claration on Measures to
Eliminate International Ter-
rorism annexed thereto;
Recalling further General
Assembly resolution 51/20 of
December 17, 1996 and the
Declaration of supplement
the 1994 declaration on meas-

Fear is the key

ures to Eliminate Interna-
tional Terrorism annexed
thereto;

Deeply concerned about
the worldwide escalation of
acis of terrorism in all its
forms, which endanger or
take innocent lives, jeopard-
ize fundamental freedoms
and seriously impair the dig-
nity of human beings;

Reaffirming their un-
equivocal condemnation of
all acts, methods and prac-
tices of terrorism as criminal
and unjustifiable, wherever
and by whomever committed,
including those which jeop-
ardize friendly relations
among states and people and
threaten the territorial in-
tegrity and secarity of
States;

Recognizing that acts,
methods and practices of ter-
rorism constitute a grave vio-
lation of the purposes and
principles of the United Na-
tions, which may pose a
threat to international peace

M

security, jeopardize
frlendly relations among
States, hinder international
cooperation and aim at the
undermining of human
rlghts, fundamental free-
doms and the democratic
basis of society;

Recognizing also that the
financing, planning and in-
citing of terrorist acts are
also contrary to the purposes
and principles of the United
Nations, and that it is the
duty of the States Parties to
bring to justice those who
have participated in such ter-
rorist acts;

Convinced that the sup-
pression of acts of interna-
tional terrorism, including
those which are committed or
supported by States, directly
or indirectly, is an essential
element in the maintenance
of international peace and se-
curity and the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of
States;

Realizing the need for a
comprehensive convention
on international terrorism;

Have resolved to take ef-
fective measure to prevent
acts of terrorism and to en-
sure that perpetrators of ter-
rorist acts do not escape pros-
ecution and punishment, by
providing for their extradi-
tion or prosecution, and to
that end have agreed as fol-
lows;

Article 1: For the purpose
of this Convention: “State or
government facility” in-
cludes any permanent or
temporary facility or con-

- veyance that is used or occu-

pied by representatives of a
State, members of govern-
ment, the legislature or the
judiciary or by officials or
employees of a State or any
other public authority or en-
tity or by employees or offi-
cials of an intergovernmen-
tal organization in connec-
tion with their official duties.

“Military forces of a
State” means the armed
forces of a State which are or-
ganized, trained and
equipped under its internal
law for the primary purpose
of national defence or securi-
ty, and persons acting in sup-
port of those armed forces
who are under their format
command, contrel and re-
sponsibility.

70 BE CONCLUBED .~
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The terravist arfacks were major atroc-
ities. In scale, they may not reach the level
of many others, for example, Clinton's
hambing of Sudan wirh no credible pre-
text. destroying Ralf its pharmaceutical

supplies and &itling unkrown numbers of
people (no one knows, because the U5,

bivcked an inguiry at the UN. and no one
cares to pursue it} Not to speak of much
worse cdses, which easily come to mind.
Rut thar this was a horrendous crime is
not in doubt. The primary victins, as usu-
al, were working people: janitors, secretar-
fes, firemen, etc. It (s likely to prove ta be ¢
$hing blow to Palestinians and other
foor and oppressed people. [t is also {ikely
to lead te harsh security condrals, with
many possible ramifications for under-
mining civil liberties and internal free-
dorm.

— Noam Chomsky

HAT THE terrorist attacks an the

1.5, should not have happened,

and reprisal i3 awaiting those

who are suspected to have aided,
abetted, and perpetrated them might be
stating the obvious. What may not be so
ohvious is that the attacks and strategies
to avert them in future have not been in
perspective.

In terms of their execution, the atacks
remain ar the level of terrorise and nat
an “act of war” as made out by the (1§,
President, Mr. George W. Bush, imtasmuch
as no country has declared a war on the
U.5., and no country has claimed invol-
vement in the attacks. Obviously, the ULS,
President has given a twist to the mean-
ing of war apparently to overcome his
mortification that the world's “super-
power” which he heads has also been at
the receiving end, to appease the angry
and anguished Americans, and to justify
the  much-teuted  US. “retaliatory
strikes"

Stretching the 1.8, President’s claim to
ouT OWTL trausmatic experience, would In-
dia have termed Rajiv Gandhi's assassina-
tion an act of war by the LTTE and
attacked at least the LYTE-occupied areas
of Srf Lanka? If an LTTE suicide squad

The Taliban tai

By P. Radhakrishnan

were to smash the Muwnbai Stock Ex-
change building or Parliament House,
could India have seen it as an act of war
and Jaunched retaliatory strikes? As India
is not the 11.5,, it could not have done
these. [n any case, if india were to attack
Srt Lanka, as the global policeman would
the U.5. have remained a silent spectator?
1t has ane kind of moralism for itsett in irs
self-interest and other kinds of moralism
for developing countries.

If the fast-approaching retaliatory
surikes by the U.S. are not a “'clash of civ-
disations’’. as the .5 President has
claimed, there is every likelthood that

it, and those who sup
exterminated,

Two, the overzealo
dia’s ruling class {read
offering suppott to the
adversity inw oppor
sroubled waters, and
ominous. For one thi
may devastate Afghani
iatory strikes, by allow
Indian space for its n
India will be allowing
permanent .S, “Pan
through which it can hi:
all regions in this part

The strategies for a “global assault on terr:
fraught with dangers, paradoxes and cont

P

{“inent girls school in Cho

tant  in  Rajasthan,  »
suspended from service,
Rajasthan High Count was
formed.

A division bench of
court, comprising Mr. jus
MR, Calla and Mr. Jus
Prakash Tatia, taking co:
sance of a Jocal newspaper
purt, had directed the Dis
Callectar of Barmer to sub
a factual report on the i
dent.

The Colfectar in bis rey
informed the eourt thar
thvee teachers — Sang
Devi, Amirzeli Devi and ]
sna Uevi — were suspetu
A criminal case has been
istered against them,

The court ordeved
since a case had been re
tered against the teachers.
hearing in the case be key
aheyance till November ©
il

[

these strikes wilt generate a series of such
clashes. For, it is commonsense that vir-
tually alt the countries that the U.5. has
bombed. devastated, and ied to stran-
gulate through economic sanctions and
whatnot have been {slamic,

This is a very important fact which the
U.5. and other countries on its side ought
to remenibet. in this context, it is impor-
1ant to keep in mind at least three issues.

One, as the Western countries have
been acting in randem with the U5 on
niatters concerning the developing coun-
tries, especially military action and block-
ade, whether they are justified or not, and
this has been made easier by the hreak-
up of the Sovier Union which again was
the working out of the tandem strategies
of these countries (what Sartre character-
ised as the Master World) the divide be-
tween  them  and  the developing
countries, ne matter to which religion
and to which civilisation stage they be-
jong, is 1oo wide, which is intensely and
intrinsically used by the Master World 1o
its own gains. So, and given the elusive
nature of the enemy, it will be naive 10
assime that the evrorisis who artacked
the U.5. ate Taliban and Taliban alone
and thar as the Taliban is in Afghanistan,

For another, as Gene
#o and Pakistan will ¢
India's jmmmediate nei
ing that the BIP is H
outfit whose rabid relig
only too well known, a
India in the U.5, attac
which by all available
be deplored and even
lamic world, will mal
moTe aggréssive enet
Kashmir a still more o

Three, if the ctaim
Osama hin Laden s tt
WL misston” is aln
all that the U.S. Preside
bin Laden's head on }
and if Afghanistan is k
tated by the U.S. even
Osama hin Laden {(wh
Iy}, it is nalve on the
assume that the Muils
s¢ muddle-headed as
and ail,

i the purpase is to fer
ists and put an end 1
through a **glabal assaul
has larger ramifications
ethical dimensians coic
groups who have no ah
take on heavily armed i

24 ZEP 21

Manipur studeni
denied
admission to Ril

8y Our Corresponden

IMPHAL, SEPT, 23. The author
the Nonh Eastern Cooneil
have denied admission o 7
dests tromy Manipur in 1
gionat  lnstitute of M
Sciences (RIMS) as the Mg
Gavernmetit is unable to ol
debt. Though these sudent
selected this vear, there w
indication as 1w when they
be admitied as the classe
started since August.

The State's coffer is emnp
the Govermment is unable
salary for months togethe
NEC pays 30 per cent of 1
pences of the RIMS, while ¢
ance is shared by the
Fastorn Staies, oxeept Assd

Besides, a State Gover
has 10 pay in advance 50
of the fees at the time of
sion. But ir is impossible |
Manipur Government duc
fonged fnancial erupch.
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| Al-Qaidg,,
had Iinks\
with LTTE

By Rashmee Z Ahmet;lr
Times News Network ‘\\/\

LONDON: Western intelligence
agencies were investigating the
alleged close and growing links
between the Liberation Tamil
Tigers of Eelam {LTTE) and
Osama bin Laden’s shadowy Al-
Qaida network at the very time the
terrorist atrocities in the U.S. took
place, TNN has learnt.”y o
According to  confidential
sources, the LTTE’s relationship
with Al-Qaida was in focus to
understand the latter’s mastery of
suicide attacks “even though most
groups learn by trial and error”.
Before the September 11
attacks, Al-Qaida had executed
two successful suicide missions-—
the August 1998 East African
embassy bombings and the

October 2000 attack on the USS
Cole in Yemen.

The sources said the links, which
were first indicated in the early
“YHs, are the first instance of an
Islamist group collaborating with
an essentially secular outfit.

They said that the growing close-
ness was further confirmed in May
when the LTTE’ chief procure-
ment officer, Tharmalingam
Shanmugan Kwmraran, alias
Kumaran Padmanadhan or ‘KP’,
who is based in Thailand, visited
Afghanistan  via Dubai  and
Karachi.

It took two months for Western
intelligence to appreciate the
importance of this, but en July 24,
Interpol issued a Red Notice or an
international warrant for ‘KP'. He
has been wanted by the CBI for
vears in connection with the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination.

The LTTE-Al Qaida link is
helieved to exist in India as well,
although the extent and depth of
the relationship there is not well-
documented, the sources said.

Al-Qaida is known to gxist in 50
countries. /x’
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" Anti-terro

By Viniay Xumar

NEW DELHL SEPT. 22. The Centre is
contemnglating promulgation of an
ordinance to deal with tlerrorist
crimes, now that a new urgency
has asserted itself after the Septem-
ber 1) terrorist strikes in New York
and Washington.

A legal vacuum was being felt in
combating terrorism after the lapse
of the Terrorisis and Disruptive Ac-
tivities  (Prevention) Act (TADA),
1987, With Parliament nof in ses-
sion, an ordinance to combat ter-
rorism could be promulgated by
the President and it would have the
same force as the law duly enacted
by Parliament.

In the ahsence of TADA, the Law
Cormmission was requested by the
Government about two years ago
10 take a holistic view of the need
for a comprehensive anti-terrorism
law after looking into simifar legis-
lations enacted by other countries.
The Commission proposed several
amendrments in the Criminal Law

Amendment Bill, 1995, but a de-
bate has been simmering to pro-
vide more effective safeguards to

the accused. _

Highly-placed sources c}lca(ed
that the Government was, veering
around o the view that an ordi-
nance for the time being whuld be
able to tackle anti-national actv-
ities, combat terrorist crimes, par-
ticularly in view of the aid and
assistance being received by vari-
nus terrorist groups from across
the border. With the BJP-led coali-
tian at the Centre keen to shed the
“soft state” image of the country
and glebal efforts currently on 1o
cambat the menace of terrorism by
tough measures, there may be little
gpposition to stringent provisions
which could find their way into the
ordinance.

In the U.5., the list of “'federal
crimes of terrorism’’ covers a num-
ber of crimes like hostage taking,
bombings. biological weapaons, vi-
olence at international airports,

rism ordina

destruction  of communication
lines, manslaughter of foreign offi-
cials and providing material sup-
port to lerronst organisations.
After the September 11 ferrorist
strikes, the Bush administration
has hinted at even tougher anti-
terrorism laws.

In the recent past, the Chief Min-
isters had outrightly rejected the
Centre’s move o categorise some
of the crimes as “federal crimes”
and set up a federal crime fighting
agency. The Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment was forced to repeal the Pre-
vention of Terrorists Activities
(POTA) Act as certain "draconian
measures” in it attracted wide-
spread criticism.

The Government had been keen
on the States bringing in their own
legislation like the Prevention of
Organised Crime Act in Maharash-
tra. Legal circies pointed out that a
number of convictions had taken
place in Maharashira under the
Act. Those in favour of anti-terror-

nce likely,, ,

istn law have stressed on the need
1o enact a comprehensive law and
make criminal justice system and
procedures effective.

Though the indian Penal Code
{(1PC) has provisions to take care of
sedition, waging way against the
government, arson, {ool as well as
the Arms Act and Pxplosive Sub-
stances Act, nevertheless the need
has been fclt for a comprehensive
anti- terrorism law and special
cowrts to conduct specdy irials.

Provisions of the ersiwhile TADA
were tilted against the accused as
the Indian Evidence Act did not ap-
ply and the standard of proof was
quite low, puiting the accused at a
distinet disadvantage. The most
scathing criticisi of TADA was on
account of making confession by
an accused admissible before a po-
lice officer. In many cases, legal
sources pointed out, the provisions
of TADA were misused in States
like Andhra Pradesh, lammu and
Kashmir, Punjab and Maharashtra.

'mlhliﬁtﬁegratgéa approach to tackle terrorism

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 22. As law-enforcing agencies
and investigators probe into the terrorist strikes
in New York and Washington, there is a growing
feeling among security and intelligence agen-
cies here for developing a cooperative ethos and
reviving the “human touch” in intelligence-
gathering methaods.

With the easy availability of the latest gadgets
to gather intelligence inputs, the enfire scene
has undergone a change and every wing of the
intelligence apparatus appears keen on showing
off its supetiarity over the other.

Even with sophisticated phone tapping de-
vices and ability 1o scan the E-mail, the vast
intelligence apparatus in the U.8, as well as oth-
er agencies in the world failed to pick up signals
on the deep-rooted and widespread conspiracy
hatched to use civilian aircraft as missiles to hit
secure and safe targets such as the Pentagon,
intelligence experts said.

in the process, highly-placed Governiment

sources said, the casualty has been the collec-
tion of raw, field-level intelligence through op-
eratives. Collection and dissemination of
ground-level intelligence is of crucial impaor-
tance in launching any operation, a fact often
glossed over by intelligence agencies. Some of
the glaring examples of ignoring ground-level
intelligence had come to light during the Kargii
incursions in 1999. After the Group of Ministers
(GoM) on national security submitted its rec-
ammendations on overhauling and modernis-
ing the intelligence set up, the Government has
put its implementation on the fast-track. The
intelligence Bureau (iB), as the nodal agency for
counter-intelligence and counter tervorism, is
pressing ahead with time-bound implementa-
tion of the GoM recommmendations.

Tn handle the 1asks related 10 counter-terror-
ism and counter-intelligence, it is proposed to
set up an apex level Multi Agency Centre (MAC)
in New Delhi and Subsidiary Muiti Agency Cen-
ires (SMACs) in State capitals. In the first phase,
SMACs would be made operational at Srinagar,

Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai and Guwahati,

While the MAC will be represented by all the
intelligence wings of Central Para-Military
Forces, Service ntelfigence Directorates, the In-
telligence Agencies of Ministry of Finance and
the Delhi police, the SMACs will be represented
by the State Special Branches and the intelli-
gence wings of the security forces deployed in
ihat region. The Home Ministrny is processing a
working proposal on the structure. operating
system, technical and manpower requirements
in respect of MAC and SMACs.

The subject of adopting an inlegrated ap-
proach 1o counter terrorisim and preservation ot
national security came up during the closed-
door session at the recently-concluded two-day
annual conference of the 1eads of the State Po-
lice and Central Police Organisations, convened
try the Intelligence Bureau here.

The GoM had recornmended the constitution
of a Joint Task Force on Inteiligence (ITF(] in
which the IB, in associaiion with the Home Min-
istry, are expected to play the lead role. /
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J &K rises to militants’ strike call

Rashid Ahmad r "”’
Srmagar September 21 e

THE SEPARATIST ANl Party
Hurrivat Conference suffered a
major tlow when people in the
vallev ignored its advice and fell
in line with militant groups to
observe a strike today to express
scelidarity with the Taliban.

Al Badre Mujahideen, Harkat-
ul-Mujahideen, Jaish-e-Moham-
mad and Jamiatut Mujahideen
besides women's reformist group
Dukhtaran-e-Millat, had
described the Talibhan and
Osama bin Laden as “defenders
of Islam” and had called for a
general strike in protest against

the American threat to them.
The militant groups had aiso

criticised the Pakistani Govern-
ment’s pledge to support the US
Government.

The AIl Party Hurriyat Con-
ference, however, supported Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf’s policies,
saving that bin Laden or Taliban
were no issues with them. The
Hurriyat had asked people not to
observe any strike on Friday and
written letiers to transporters
and traders to continue with
their commercial activities.

However, people seemingly
rejected the Hurrivai call and
went on with the strike. AIl
shops, business establishments,
banks and educational institu-
tions remained closed. Trans-
porters alse joined the strike.
The strike was complete in

H s Q”‘”
almost all the importa townb
and cities, including capital Sri-
nagar. Shopian, Kupwara, Anant-
nag and Kulgam towns, which
usually remain open during
strike days, also witnessed com-
plete shutdown today.

Hundreds of agitated vouth
took out a protest march at
Jamia Masjid chanting slogans
against America and in favour of
militants and Taliban.

The youth set American flags
on fire and termed the superpow-
er as the “biggest terrorist of the
world”. Police lathicharged the
protesters and fired tear gas
shells to disperse them. In retali-
ation, the vouth pelied stones.
After a half an hour of pitched
battle, the situation was brought

v
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under controd. Stone-pelting inci-
dents also ook place at Maisum-
ma, Gawkadal, Budshah Chowk
and Red Cross Road.

Svedah Asiva Andrabi, the
chief of Dukhtaran-e-Millat, said
the strike proved that the Hur-
rivat had no public support and
the people in general supported
militants.

The Hurriyvat had used all its
means. including the Indian elec-
trotic media to oppose the shut-
down. “But the people have
slapped them right in the face by
observing the strike,” she said.

A Hurrivat spokesman admit-
ted that the people did not go by
their appeal but refused that i1
meant that the group stood dis-

credited. /
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HE credit for the suc-
cess of a theatre of
terror, given that a
terrorist acts for an
audience, goes as much to the
organisational structure as it
does to a terrorist’s motivation
and commitment to the cause.
Osama bin Laden. the cor-
porate czar of terrorism, runs
his Al Qaeda and subordinate
organisations in a well-defined
network of cells that inherent-
ly incorporates resilience and
retaliation.
This may sound outrageous,
but iz nonetheless true that
Bin Laden's leadership, des-
pite the religious motivation
he espouses, is only incidental
and not critical to its success.
The methed in the madness is
curious, complex and fas-
cinating, His vision of unieash-
ing the Islamic revolution is
founded on the principles of
guerrilla warfare where the
warrior is expected to be

" present and absent at the

same time, where he must
appear defensive while attack-

%ing and offensive while de-

fending,

These principles were laid
down 3,000 years ago by the
renowned Chinese general
Sun Tzu in Art of War and
have been followed to varying
degrees by terrorist, national-
ist, racist, Right-wing and
Left-wing underground struc-
tures ever since,

In India, the People’s War
Group, active in seven states
in the heartland, is the only
organisation that follows these
principles of “tech mechan-
ism” to perfection,

Guerrilla war is opposed to
methods of frontal combat,
especially when the enemy is
strategically and numerically
powerful.

And Bin Laden stresses this
theme. By heading Al Qaeda’s
apex consultative council, he

Paris of the Osam
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Guerrilla war is op osed to methods of frontal combat.
By heading Al Qaeda’s apex consultative council,
Osama bin Laden ensures his authority and
the organisation’s goal. The hierarchy seemingly
ends with the main committees for religious policy,
military affairs, administration and fund-raising.
But then come his cells, writes STANLEY THEGDORE,
where actions are decentralised and the art of
evasion, deception and surprise perfected

ensures his authority and the
organisation’s goal.

The hierarchy seemingly ends
with its three or four main
committees for religious
policy, military affairs, admi-
nistration and fund-raising.
But then come his four-
member cells, which function
under a deliberate policy
where planning, tactics and
actions are totally decentral-
ised wherein the art of
evasion, deception and sur-
prise are perfected.

A cell can comprise messen-
gers, errand-runners, suicide
bombers, fighters, ideological
supporters and even technical
experts. Its leader is in charge
of Intelligence and the others
responsible for logistics, sur-
veillance, support, planning
and execution.

The notorious Klu Klux Klan
leader, Louis Beam, dubbed it
“leaderless resistance” or
“phantom cell”, which concep-

BIN I.ADEN QUOTES

’ The rulmg ta kﬂl the Amencans and thelr alhes

.~ eivilians and military - is a duty of every Muslim who can

the al-Agsa Mosque and the hely mosque {Mecca) from. their
grip, atid for their ‘armies to meove out-of all the lands of Islam,

the Febroary 1998 fatwa. -

: #Then, kilhng hundreds of thousands of childrén in Iraq, and
| whose numbers (6f dead) continite to increase as a resuit of the
-anctions. Despite the continuing American occupation of the
| country of the two sacred mosques, Ameérica continues to claim
that it is upholding the banner of freedom and humanity,
‘whilst these deeds which they did, you would find that the
- miost ravenous of andmals would not descend to-— in Nida' ul
Islam magazine, 1996.

#They (Afghan fighters) are the ‘terronsts of the world’ But
pushing them against the wall will do nothing, except | zncrease
the terrorism. — warning in 1996 Time interview.

#Allak stood with the Muslims, the Afghani mujahideen, a.nd
these who fought Wwith them from other Muskim countries, We

non-esastent. There.is a lesson to leam ﬁ'om th}s for he whn
‘wishes to learn — ABC News. -
larger than our battle with the Russians...We anticipate a

it shall énd up separaied states and shall have to carry'the
| bodies of its ‘sons back to America. —-ABC News: - :

onl'um

.do it in any country in:which it 1s.possible to do it, to liberate

.defeated-and unable to threaten an, - Mushm Portmn from:

fﬂught against the Russians and the Soviet Union until, not to,
[ say we defeated them, but Allah defeateéd them, they hecarhe |

#We are sure of our victory. Our battle thh the Amencans lSI |

black fudvre for America, Inétead of remaining United Statea_ :

- #The battle has not yet begun — after 1998 US miééﬂe attat:k..
e ST’

tualises even a one-man-cell.
Such a situation is an Intelli-
gence nightmare for a govern-
ment bent on knowing every-
thing they can about those
who oppose them, explained
an expert of the Institute of

Counter Terrorism, Dr Ely !

Karmon, in his paper on
“Right-Wing Extremism”.

It is this unpredictable, lethal
and dangerous quality that
makes the  organisation
appear successful and even
invincible.

Secrecy of communication is
top priority. Messages are
relayed through a trusted and
complex courier network.

Bin Laden conveys his mes-
sage orally to his courier whe
rushes to Peshawar in Pak-
istan, where one of his de-
puties e-mails it.

“Dead drops”
method by which a letter is left
at a particular place at a
certain time to be picked up
later. The person who picks up
the letter will never know whe
left it there. And importantly,
will never ask.

One does not know how many
cells there are or who these
consist of.

The operating principle here
is “secrecy within secrecy”.
Each cell may know its task
but not the purpose for which
it is created. An individual cell
member may not know the
tasks of fellow cell members.

Members can keep a watch on
fellow members or go about
their individual tasks while
simultaneously carrving out
the task assigned to the unit.

For instance, a cell of three
members have the task of
procuring electric wire. But
they do not know for what
purpose; the wire could be
used to detonate a landmine or
simply for a bulb.

Similarly, another cell would
be asked to get batteries —
gither to spark the detonation
or for a transigtor. One cell
may not know the existence of
another.

A third cell assigned to
detonate a landmine would get
electric wires and batteries
but would never know who got,
it for them. This cell would

is  another |
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Nairabi, 5,500 in-
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Wali Khan Amin !
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know the purpose - to trigger
a landmine explosion - but
might not know the target.
The secret of their success
also lies in the cells having a
common agenda with
members having individual
agendas — again unknown to
fellow members.

If on the one hand the cells
appear disparate and uncon-
nected, on the other they are
capable of getting networked
and united.

A cell, depending on the
situation, can use its judgment
to either take the initiative or
act in concert with another cell
to launch an attack.

The cell structure in Islamic
fundamentalism was first
noticed in Egypt in the early
1950s when Gamal Abdul
Nasger cracked down on the
Muslim Bretherhood.

When Anwar Sadat took
over, an entirely new
fundamentalist underground
had come inte existence with
cells like the Islamic Libera-
tion Party, Al-Takfir wa al-
Hijra (Excommunication and
Emigration), Al-Najun min al-
nar (Saved from the Inferno)
and Jehad (Holy War), among
others.

Amang the reasons for this
highly secretive functioning is
precaution - even if one of
them were caught it would be
difficult for the investigating
authorities to grasp the pene-
tration power of the unit.

A trial in Jordan of an Al
Qaeda cell had only one link
with Bin Laden - a signature
on a piece of paper. by one
defendant, a Palestinian-born,
naturalised American taxi
driver from Boston called
Raed Hijazi, who underwent
his basic terrorist’s training at
one of Bin Laden’s camps.
About this scrap of paper
Raed says he signed his name
when asked to pledge allegian-
ce to Bin Laden, whe he never
met.

The cell structure does not
conceive the operative ever
being in touch with the chief
as was evident in two of the
most daring attacks that were
foiled. S
Ahmed Ressam, who tried to

bomb Los Angeles airport,
idolised Bin Laden but never
had any direct contact with
him,

Ramzi Yousef, who (first
attacked the World Trade
Center eight years ago, had
never met Bin Laden. From
testimony during US embassy
bombing trials, it was evident
that Bin Laden had no contact
with any of the bombers.

The only exception was Al
Owhali who had met Bin
Laden 18 months before the
Aungust 1998 attacks.

The targets of attack are
cleared or identified by Al
GQaeda’s military leader, Mo-
hammed Atef, presumably in
consuitation with Bin Laden.
Once the task is done, the cell
may simply dissolve, with
members being absorbed into
pther cells in entirely different
arees,

Alternatively that cell would
be assigned ordinary tasks to
be done overground like fund-
raising or propaganda with
the help of some front organi-
sations.

A cel] can also remain idle for
long periods, called a “sleeper”
at that juncture, especially
wher the organisation is
facing a crackdown.

But it can activate itself at
short notice. Cells like these
have mounted attacks on the
USA  over several vears,
according to terrorism experts.
“Despite being continuously
on the defensive, they hold the
capacity to sirike back largely
because of this organisational
format,” explains an anti-
Naxalite officer.

Belligerence and jingoistic
statements by President
(George Bush — “smoking them
out” — his Secretary of State
Colin Powell’s “we will rip the
network up” are at best in-
tended to shore up a nation’s
devastated morale.

But they are a certain disas-
ter if they think their 50,000,
specially trained Army per-
sonnel can really do the job,
especially as the enemy, in a
single description, is nebulous.
It is another matter if their
words of aggression are cam-
ouflaging their method in the
madness.

Still, one wonders if the USA
and ite allies have fully
grasped the manner in which
its nrime enemy functions,
espectaily on noticing a former
CIA official’'s comment in The
Obgerver of 16 September.
“What went wrong was we
fitted bin Laden and al-Qaeda
inte existing paradigms of

tervorizm and terrorist organi-

But that doesn’t work. He is
something entirely different,
entirely new.”

The official has missed the
essentials entirely and is
WEONg.

There iz nothing new about
Bin Laden except that he has
widened and heightened the
theatre of terror to unimagi-
nable proportions.

{The author is Special Repre-
sentative. The Statesman,
Hyderabad.)
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD SEPT. 20. The gathering
of religious leaders (ulema) in Af-
ghanistan has asked the Taliban
regime to “encourage’’ the most
wanted man by the U.5, Osama
bin Laden, to leave the country
voluntarily, hut at the time of his
choice and for his preferred desti-
narion,

Ihe outcome of the much-
awaited conference of the clerics
is an inch forward in the context
of the threat by the U.5. to wage a
war if Osama is not handed over,
bur it is certainly not enough to
ward off the clouds of a conflict.
given the vague nature of the fat-
wa (edict).

Most important, the gathering
not only rejected the charges cit-
ed against Osama by the .S,
about his alleged involvement in
last week's terror attacks on
Amerijcan cities, but delivered a
threat (v wage a “jehad” against
the 11.5. if it was bent on retal-
iatory strikes against the people of
Afghanistan.

The U.N. resolutions of the last
two vears have specifically not
only sought the unconditional
surrender of Osama but also de-
manded the closurc of afleged ter-
rorist  trajning cumps  inside
Afghanistan. -There was not a
word of reference to either U.N,
resolutions or the terrorist train-
ing camps,

As the Pakistan President, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, pointed out in
his address te his people on
Wednesday, the primary target of

the U.S. was not anly Osama but
also the Taliban for providing him
the sanctuary. So the edict of the
Ulema does not respond to the
outstanding demands of the U.N.
or the latest terms of the 11.S, aris-
ing out of the terror attacks on its
cities.

Prabe sought

The ulema, while condemning
the dastardly attacks on American
cities, has appealed to the U.N.
and the Organisation of Islamic
Conference [OIC) to undertake a
“deep probe” to bring to book the
culprits behind the incidents. At
the end of the two-day deliber-
ations, the Taliban Government
led by Mullah Omar is believed to
have addressed a letter contain-
ing the outcome of the confer-
ence and an appeal for
intervention.

Everyone here is keeping their
fingers crossed on the conse-
quences of the decision of the re-
Higious leaders who met at the
behest of the Taliban supreme,
Mullah Omar. The Pakistan For-
eign Office spokesman declined
to comment on the edict on the
plea that he was in no position to
give any reaction without the
benefit of the actual text,

Diplomaric and political ob-
servers here believe that the edict
issued by the Taliban militia cler-
ics is not likely to help defuse the
tension and impress the .S, the
U.N. and others who have been
demanding the unconditanal
surrender of Osama to the appro-
priate authorities for his trail in

2
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Ask Osama to leave, cleric

Atghan clerics boarding a bus in Kabw on Thursday, In this
video grab. At a meeting they issued an edi¢t that Qsama bin
Laden should be persuaded to leave the country. — Reuters

cases cited against him.
However, the very fact that the
ulema made an appeal to the Tali-
ban regime to encourage Osama
to leave Afghan territory itself has
come as a surprise to experts who
have been keeping a close tab on
the fast changing situation. It is

i Hundreds of anti-U.S. demonstrators gather around a burning effigy of the American President, Mr.
George W. Bush, during a protest in Peshawar city on Thursday. — Reuters
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seen gs a limited success for the
Pakistan establishment which
sent a high-level delegation led by
the ISI chief, Lt. Gen. Mahmood,
in a bid to persuade Mullah Omar
to heed the advice of the global
commanity.

What difference the limited
success would make to the vola-
tile situation is a different stary,
particularly, considering that the
senior Afghan clerics along wich
the recommendation to the Gov-
ernment also send a fatwa which
may be applicable in case the .5,
launches an attack on Afghanis-
tan,

Reports from Kabul said that af-
ter hectic deliberations the Coun-
cil of Ulema proposed to the
Government to tetl Osama if it is
possible for him to leave Afghan-
istan voluntarily and select a new
destination or place for him.

The Council said that in case
the UJ.5. did not demonstrate pa-
tience despite the above deci-
sions and resort to an attack
against Afghanistan, then the fol-
lowing fatwa would be applicable
under the Islamic Shariah, It says
that in the event of attacks by the
1J.S. “jehad is obligatory for the
Muslims of a country which land
is attacked by infidels’.

‘Omar will act on edict’

An AFP report from Kabul, qu-
oting the Taliban Education Min-
ister, said Mullah Omar would act
on the clerics’ edict asking Osama
to leave Afghanistan, but that his
departure would take “some

time.”

"“"The Muslim nation of Afghan-
istan has always been true to the
order of ulema,” Mr. Amir Khan
Mutaai said.

"“We are sure that Amir-al-Mo-
mineen (commander of the faith-
ful, Omar) will act in accordance
with the edict of the ulema as he
has always intimated that he will
do so.”




HANISTAN’
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s tell Taliban
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| WASHINGTON, SEPT. 20. The White

House today demanded Afghan-

. istan’s ruling Taliban to tum in

“to responsible authorities” the
Saudi dissident, Osama bin La-
den, Washington’s prime suspect
in last weelk’s terror strikes.

The U.S. President, Mr. George
W. Bush, “has demanded that ...
Osama bin Laden be turned over
to responsible authorities and
that the Taliban close terrorist
camps in Afghanistan, and the
President stands by these de-

* mands,” the White House spokes-

man, Mr. Ari Fleischer, said.

“It's time for action not words,”
he said after Islamic clerics issued
an edict calling on the Taliban to
ask Osama to leave the country.
The edict “doesn’t meet Ameri-

* ca's requirements.”

‘Army ready for combat’

The Army is ready to conduct
“sustained land combat oper-
ations” as part of Mr. Bush's
promised war against terrorism,
the Army's top civilian official
said. The Army Secretary, Mr.

" Thomas E. White, told pressper-

sons at the Pentagon that a de-
ployment order signed by the
Defence Secretary, My, Donald H.

Iy

Turn him' in: U.S.

Rumsfeld, on Wednesday, includ-
ed the Army and the Air Force
troops. It was only the first step in
a broader military plan that
would unfold in the weeks ahead.
“A ot more will come,” he said.

Mr. White declined to say
which Army forces were included
in the deployment but made clear
that his service was gearing up for
a lengthy war that would involve
every aspect of the Army’s com-
bat power. Special operations
forces, such as the Rangers and
the Green Berets, almost certainly
would play an important role.

“We are ready to deliver it
across the whole array of force
structure — heavy, light, airmo-
bile, airborne, special operations.
All of the tombat capabilities.”

On Wednesday, the officials
disclosed that the Air Force was
taking the first steps to dispatch
dozens of warplanes to the Per-
sian Gulf area, setting in motion
“Operation Infinite Justice.”

Mr. Bush's National Security
Adviser, Ms, Condoleezza Rice,
had said “the U.5. is repositioning
some of its forces to support the
President’s goal.” She would not
elaborate. — AP, AFP

Taliban recalls figiiters
from Kashmir: Jaswant

By Atul Aneja
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 20. Kashmir is a definite target of the Taliban’s in-

i ternational terror network, the External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant

Singh, citing Intelligence reports, told a press conference here today.
The Taliban leader, Mullah Mohammed Omar, had exhorted his "“fight-
ers” in Kashmir to return to Afghanistan for a confrontation with the
U.S. The Intelligence agencies had received several “inputs” regarding
the appeal, Mr, Singh said but declined to elaborate, “Our information
based on intelligence resources of India is that Mullah Omar has issued
an appeal that all terrorists currently (operating) in Jammu and Kash-
mir should quickly move towards Afghanistan, come to Afghanistan to
stand up against what is apprehended.”

‘Musharraf under pressure’

Describing the Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s observa-
tions on India during Wednesday's televised address as “extremely

regrettable,” Mr. Singh said they could have been triggered by “intense :
. domestic pressure.”The current focus was not on Inde-Pakistan rela-

tions but on terrorism. Asked to comment on the General’s remarks
that India should “lay off”' Pakistan, Mr. Singh said he did not have to
react to “flambovant statements.” Answering gquestions on the fallout
of the growing interaction between the U.S. and Pakistan, the Minister
indicated that it need not have a negative impact on India.

He described Pakistan's readiness to join a counter-terrorism cam-

" paign as a “good development” — as Islamabad had nurtured the

Taliban and sponsored terrorist training camps not only in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir, but also in Afghanistan. On the reversal of its dispo-
sition towards the Taliban, Mr. Singh said it was as if “a parent con-
fronts his own child who has turned terrorist.” After a conversation
with Iran’'s Foreign Minister, Mr. Kamal Kharazzi, over the phone, Mr.
Singh was hoping to speak to his counterpart in Saudi Arabia.

PT1 reports:

*The Prime Minister has told me that till a clear picture emerges in
the region, it would not be advisable for you to go out of the country.
That is why I have postponed my visit."”

‘Will consider request’

The Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, has said that India would
“consider” a request from the U.S, to use its Air Force bases for possible
air strikes on Afghanistan but felt it might not be required.

“There has been no specific request in that regard and no specific
decisions have been taken by the Government. We will respond when
the time arises. Our assessment is that they do not need it. If any
request is made, it would be considered,” he told Mr. Karan Thapar on

BRC's ‘Hardtalk India.’
-—%g//
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Awadi {Aaj Kapoor, Shakila);
Armaan {Raj Babbar,
seta); 7.00 Angoor (Sanjeev
r, Deven Verma); 11.00

FROM IDREES BAKHTIAR
& REUTERS

Islamabad and Washington,
Sept. 20: Afghan clerics today
sprang a surprise by recom-
mending that Osama bin
Laden should be asked to leave
the country, fuelling specula-
tion that the move could be
aimed at buying time and de-
laying a possible US attack.

Washington rejected the over-
ture and demanded that bin Lad-
€1, prime suspect in last week’s
attacks on the US, be turned over
to responsible authorities.

“Tt does not meet America’s re-
quirements,” said White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer, “This is
about much more than one man
being allowed to leave voluntarily,
presumably, from one safe har-
bour to another safe harbour

“It is time for action, not
words. The President has deman-
ded that key figures of the a}

T a0 B0
dwild; 4.30 Movie: Atomic Train
art I); 6.30 Boardwild; 7.00 Re-
Huntar: Affair De Coeur: 8.00

Ek Nazar; 7.30 Hip Hip Hurray;
8.00 Ek Tukda Chand Sa; 8,30
Mujha Dor Koi Khinche: 9.00
Chhaoti Maa — Ek Anokha
Bandhan; 9.30 Koi Apna Sa;
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Kanyadaan; 1.30 Kaun Apna
Kaun Paraya; 2.00 Tujhpe Gil
Qurbaan; 2.30 Ghar Ex Mandir;
3.00 Saaya; 3.30 Aurat; 4.00 Hi-
haas; 4.30 Ajnabi; 5.00 Chartbu-

T TTOY
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Saeeda Khan}; 1.30 Saat
Sawaal (Naval Kumar, Heena
Kausar); 6.00 Junghaaz
(Govinda, Farha, Raj Kumar);
10,00 Paraya Gar (Rishi Kapoor,
Jaya Prada); AM (Saturday)
2.00 Char Darvesh (Feroz Khan,
Saeseda Khart}

SONY MAX

PA 9,00 Ghabrahat; 12.30
Kirayedaar; 4.00 Namkeen
(Sanjeev Kumar, Waheada
Rehman, Sharmila Tagore,
Shabana Azmi, Kiran Vairale)
9.00 Shahenshah (Amitabh
Bachchan, Meenakshi Sashadri))

SITI CINEMA

10.00 Anokha Pyar (Difip Kumar,
Nargis); 3.00 Aakhri Raasta
(Amitabh Bachchan, Jaya Prada,
Sridevi, Sadashiv Amrapurkar);
6.00 Love 86 {Govinda, Rohan
Kapoor, Neelam); 9.00 Hu Tu Tu
(Sunil Shetty, Tabu, Nana
Patekar, Suhasini Mulay)

SITI CHANNEL

10.00 Dushmani; 2.30 Prem;
5.00 Atattar Din Pare; 8.00

o Hogers, Pierre Dudry); AM
'urday) 1.00 Cenvicts; 3.30
il Oklahoma; 6.00 House on

oll Strest
AR GOLD

Anand Asheam (Uttam
r, Sharmila Tagore, Rakesh
1an, Meoushumi Chatterjee,
1 Dutt, Ashok Kumar, Asit
Anita Guha); 11.00 Shriman

S

1i Baazi {Shatrughan Sinha)

Saturday) 3,00 Armaan (Raj
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Thigeev Kumar, Deven Verma)
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below, rargi-1 5.3D Paisa Yeh Paisa
i4s £ Shroff, Meshakshi
B,rltlSh dri); 9.30 Judwaa {Salman
air-defeiKarisma Kapoor); AM {Sat-
Iraq but’ 2.00 Meri Dosti Tera Pyar

raids we:_ Agnisakshi {Jackie Shroff, Nana
Patekar, Manisha Koirala, ok
WAar O tehar parvesh (Feroz Khan, Nath)
Presi

address
gress late ™ Uy drifting party. Taiing them out one b i is oni
; ing parly. Taking them cut cne by one, it is oniy a
Al*memca_-surd matter of time befare Brody's sons become victims of
tient as tis until the great white death. Starring Roy Scheider HBO/
its first b}ff his 9.30 PM
she The Return of the Jedi: In the rousing conclusion to |
thefirst wsown  the Star Wars trilogy, Luke (Mark Hamill) has complet-
’I‘alibj'm PM  ed his Jedi training with Yoda and joins hig friends on
Fey and  a mission to free Han Solo (Harrison Ford) encased in
lah Mobriots. A carbonite and in the passession of Jabba the Hut,
daughter cape. After a spectacular rescue, the Rebels find themselves
sher th-  onee again at the mercy of the Empire; this lime with
now hasteac:the  Darth Vader at the helm of a new and impraved Death
ind o Star. The space slation is rumoured
J.[he cleric 10 be not yet operational and the
iban ed Rebels embark ¢n a mission to

Endor to permanently deactivate
the weapon. Howaver, Darth Vader
and the Emperer iry ance more 1o
convert Skywalker to the Dark Side
of the Force while simultanecusly

Khan Mu
was likel
The cl¢

Styte South Asia
CNNI; 10 PM

H Nissar and Amal
Allana teli their grip-
ping story. She was
15, going on 16, and
he was 16, going on
17. She left to study
theatre in East Germ-
any and he went to
meet her there on a
whim with 8§13 in his
pocket. It was there
that theatre became
the focal point of their
lives. On returning to
Delhi, they started on
a professionai as well
as a personal partner-
ship. That was nearly
four decades ago. Wh-
at is their driving spir-
it now? The program-
me also features why
yoga is still consid-
ered an effective dis-
cipline for complete
spiritual, mental and
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Pakistan arrests

Masood Azhar

‘Pross Trust of Indis

25 -
intense
to  act

ISLAMABAD, Dec.
Kneeling under
international pressure
against terrorist groups, the
Pakistan  government today
arrested Maulana Masood Azhar,
the chief of Jaish-e-Muhammad,
one of the outfits involved in the
attack on Parliament.

Azhar was arrested by the
Punjab provincial government for
“provocative  speeches  and
disturbing law and order”.

The arrest came close on the
heels of India’s recalling its High
Commissioner to Pakistan, Mr
Vijay K Nambiar, in protest
against Islamabad’s reluctance to
crack down on the Jaish and the
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba, the other
terrorist group involved in the 13
December attack.

The USA and Britain also sent
.demarches to Pakistan, asking the
regime to act against terrorist
outfits operating on Pakistani
soil.

Azhar’s arrest is the second
major step Islamabad has taken
against {errorist groups.

Pakistan’s  Central  bank
yesterday had frozen the assets of
the LeT.

Police had earlier briefly
detained Azhar on 23 December
and released him after a few
hours’ questioning, said Hamid
Mir, editor of the Urdu daily
‘Ausaf’, who spoke to Azhar. Mir
added that Azhar had informed
him yesterday of his detention two
days ago. He was questioned by
the Pakistani police about his
activities.

Azhar was freed by New Delhi

in return for the -safety of
passengers on board the Indian
Airlines plane hijacked to
Kandahar in December 1999.

The announcement of Azhar's
arrest followed General Pervez
Musharraf’s assertion .today that
“No bigoted extremists will be
allowed to derail us and the vast
silent majority should vow not to

LeT wings it
to the Web

HYDERABAD, Dec_ 25. - The
LeT continues fund-raising "on
the Internet through its fully
functional and_  up-to-date
website www.imarkazdawa,org,
which still carries its Lahore
address and telephone number
Markaz Ad-Da’'wa Wal
Irshad, 5-Chamberlane Road,
Lahore, Pakistan; telephone:
{92-42) 7231106. The page can
also be accessed from the LeT's
parent organisation, Markaz-
ad-Dawa Wal Irshad’s Pakistani

d o m a i n:g

www.markazdawa.org.pk. The
site was last updated at 1.18 am
25 Dec 01, It listed names of its
council members élected under
Maulana Abdu] ~ Wahid
Kashmiri’s leadership. — SNS

be voiceless passive onlookers to
our internal destruction. We must
act in unison”.

He was speaking at a function in
Karachi to mark the 125th birth
anniversary of Pakistan’s founder,
Mohammed Ali Jinnah.

Significantly, the  official
announcement of Azhar’s arrest
dida’t mention the local media

reports of his brief detention and
release.

The arrest of Azhar, though
made on different grounds,
partially meets the Indian
demand for a crackdown on the
JeM and the LeT.

Mr George W Bush, last week,
had asked Gen Musharraf to crack
down on the JeM, which,
according to him, fomented
discord between India and
Pakistan.

Gen Musharraf showed signs of
giving.in to mounting pressure
when he said recently that he
Wwould take action against both the
groups if there was evidence
against them.

Gen Musharraf said, “We are
confronted with internal and
external challenges. But let me
assure my countrymen that your
armed forces are fully prepared to
and capable of defeating all

‘challenges.” However, he didn't

name India.

The remarks catme a day after
he returned from 4 tour of China
and the top army brass met to
review the security situation.

During his speech, he made a
direct reference to India only
once, while repeating Jinnah's
interview to a foreign journalist in
which Pakistan’s founder leader
had said that the two countries
could come to a peaceful
settlement of  their  vital
differences and disputes provided
India shed its superiority complex
and dealt with Pakistan on an
equal footing.

He added that there was no
need for any despondency as
Pakistan was a “responsible state™
of 140 million people with nuciear
capability,
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S. issues battle-cry . as

Taliban sticks to it

ISLAMABAD: Taliban leader Mullah Mohammad
Omar asserted on Wednesday that alleged terrorist
Osama bin Laden would not be extradited without
evidence, He decried US. allegations against Bin
Laden as a pretext to wage war on Islam.

In a statement to a gathering of Islamic scholars, or
Ulema, from around the country, Omar said Bin
Laden could not have carried out last week’s terror
attacks in the US., the Afghan Islamic Press reported.

g '\’\/ﬂ\r !

e 1A

S guns

week’s attack on the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon. which claimed the fives of thousands of peo-
ple. But he made it clear that a major focus of the U.S.
effort would be to zero in on countries that provide
direct orindirect support to the terrorist network led by
Osama bin Laden. “We'll have to deal with the net-
works One of the ways to do that is to drain the swamp
they live in, and that means dealing not only with the
terrorists, but those who harbour terrorists,” he said.

The U.S. threats seemed to receive

“Islamn is a true way of life and our
encmies and those against our reli-
gion believe that we are their ene-
mics. They are trying to finish us on
various pretexts. One of these is
Osama bin Laden’s presence in
Afghanistan,” he said.

Omar's statement showed no
rocm for compromise with the US.
as he repeated the Taliban’s offer to
try Bin Laden in the Afghan
supreme court or allow his activities
to be menitored by the Organisation
of the Islamic Conference, both
options already rejected by
America.

“We have not tried {0 create prob-
lems with America. We have held

strong backing from the United
Nations. “There is one and only
message the Security Council has
for the Taliban— implement UN
Security Council resolutions, in par-
ticular..resolution 1333, immediately
and unconditionally.” The resolu-
tien, passed in December 2000,
demands the handing over of Bin
Laden and the closure of terrorist
training camps on Taliban territory.

Even as the countdown for an
American attack progressed, the
aircraft carrier USS Theodore
Roosevelt was to depart later in the
day from Norfolk, Virginia, at the

negotiations with former American
governments and we are ready to
hold negotiations even now,” he
said, and added, “We have conveyed
to America that we have snapped all
QOsama’s communications links and
he cannot talk to anyone in the out-
side world. We have also told
America that the Islamic govern-
ment of Afghanistan denies any
involvement in the recent incident.”

The Ulema meeting will continue

»U.S. refuses to say if it has proof
of Laden’s hand in attacks

» U.5. defence secretary vows ‘to
drain swamp’ of terrorists

»UN issues strongly-worded
statement to Taliban

» Pak accedes to U.S. request for
limited use of air bases

» Anti-Taliban forces will rally
against a U.S. attack

» Pak Ulema Gouncil issues call

head of an 11-ship battle group on a
scheduled six-month deployment
that was to take it to the Gulf, navy
offictals said,

A navy official said that the
departure of the Roosevelt was a
“pormal six- month rotation” to the
Mediterranean and the Guif that
had been scheduled long before the
attacks at the WTC and the
Pentagon. Two other US. carrier
battle groups, the USS Enterprise
and the USS Carl Vinson, are in the

for at least another day, a Taliban
minister said.

for ‘jehad’

area of the Indian Ocean. Deployed
with the Roosevelt will be a three-

In Washington, the U.S. too hardened its stance, opt-
ing not to provide the Taliban with evidence of Bin
laden’s involvement.

Dwring a press conference on Wednesday, defence
secretary Donald Rumsfeld said that the U.S. some-
times divulged secret information in court or (o per-
suade allies and friends, but it was “a dilemma™.

“You have to balance your national security inter-
ests in getting someone to stop a specific act against
your naticnal security interest in being able to contin-
ue to gather information and knowing what’s taking
place,” he said.

Mr Rumsfeid refused to say whether the U.S. had evi-
dence that any foreign governments supported last

ship amphibious ready group led by the USS Battaan,
an amphibious assault ship, with a contingent of about
2,000 combat ready marines.

Meanwhile, Pakistan has received indications from
American military officials that they want to make
“limited use” of air force bases in Peshawar and
Quetta, which border Afghanistan.

“The facilitics may be used by the airborne troops
carrier that may take off for various destinations in
Afghanistan from US. aircraft carriers off the
Pakistan coast of Mekran in the Arabian Sea and also
Bahrain, a regional base for the airborne division.”
The News said, quoting officials. agences;

/

P See Edit: Children of War, Page 10
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\C\\%y Lisa Getter, Richard A. Serrano
and Carol J. Williams
WASHINGTON: In a curious note to a carefully
planned and executed plot, one of the hijackers left
behind a piece of luggage in his Boston hotel room.
Inside were airline uniforms, a video of commercial

(Hijacker’s bag contained suicide
e Yo . et w7
note, airline uniforms

"\

for American Airlines Flight 77, the plane that
crashed into the Pentagon. Two more booked reser-
vations on August 26 for American Airlines Flight
11, the first plane to hit the World Trade Center. Two
more bought tickets on August 27 for United
Aitlines Flight 175, the second plane to hit the World

atreraft and a suicide note, records show.

The bag was left by Mohamed Atta, who is
emerging as one of the suspected leaders in
the terrorist takeover of four commercial
fets that crashed into the World Trade
Center, the Pentagon and a Pennsylvania
tield last week. The FBI has not revealed the
contents of the suicide note, .

But an FBI document obtained by the Los
Angeles Times reveals details of the luggage
contents and provides additional informa-
tion about when and how some of the 19 hijackers
made their ticket reservations for the fatal flights in
the weeks before the attacks. Some used their Visa
cards. Others paid cash,

Two reserved tickets on the Tnternet on August 25

Mohamed Atta
are,” said a high-level FBI
“We don’t know near enough about them, There are
other individuals out therc, and you'd think we’d be
able to catch them. But you don’t know what kind of
safe houses they have, if they have them.” ['urwpgfyf

Trade Center. Five hijackers each purchased
a one-way ticket.

On the FBI document detailing the purchas-
] €5 someone noted ‘1 Way Ticket!!” five dif-
ferent times. As more details of the 19
hijackers’ meticulous planning emerges, the
FBT’s massive investigation enters its second
week with growing pressure for agents to

; assemble a complete portrait of the hifack-

A crs and any associates they had in the U S,

“We now know who some of the people
official in Washington.
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PoK militants being ‘told

to leave camps

a/\ff{w'
v\

NEW DELHI, Sept. 17. - Militants in camps in
Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir and Pakistan have
got their orders to leave. Indian offieials today
said intercepts show that the militants are
being told to clear out, at least for a while.

“We have the intercepts to show that the
militants have been asked to vacate the camps
and merge with the people in the neighbouring
villages, but we cannot confirm it as the
situation in Jammu and Kashmir has not
changed,” a senior official said.

Despite the intercepts, there is still no
certainty that the militants are moving out of
the 70-0dd camps just west of the Line of
Control and the international border. Officials
said there eould be two reasons for abandoning
the camps, perhaps terporarily.

It would suggest to the United States and other

" countries that the Pakistanis are genuinely

keen to stop terrorist activities and also, ensure

that they are not “bombed by mistake” during

the possible strikes against Afghanistan in
future.

Thousands of militants are trained in the
camps. Then, they cross the Line of Control and
enter India.

This is done through the Rajdhan Pass and the

TMG Pass by militants who want to go to

- Kupwara and Baramulla or Doda respec
tively.

The Z Galli is another route to enter India,

-~ particularly Doda or Anantnag. Those militants

SRINJOY CHOWDHYRY £
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE \.

&

wha are trained in Aliabad and North Kahuta
enter from Kopra in Pakistan through the Kirni
and Betar nullahs in Poonch.

The militants trained in Nekyal or Kotli enter
through the Manderbol area. These trained at
the Zafarwal base enter through the Sunderbani
area.

Senior officials said that despite these
messages to close down the camps, the militants
in Kashmir have not slowed down.

“The activity has not come down, Maybe, there
will be a slowdown if the camps are abandoned,
tempaorarily or whatever. But right now, there is
no decline in action,” one official said, Even the
radio chatter levels, intercepted by the Indians,
has not gone down appreciably.

Meanwhile. there have been unofficial talks
hetween senior military officials in India and
their counterparts in the United States of
America.

‘Postpone trips: The Centre has asked top
military officials not to leave India for a while,
or at least till the crisis blows over.

The Navy chief and chief of staffs committee
chairman, Admiral Sushil Kumar, who was
planning to go to Vietnam, will delay his trip.
Other chiefs will also cut down on international
visits.

The Army chief, General 8 Padmanabhan, 15
just back from Japan and there was talk of his
visiting Sonth Africa.

The Air chief, Air Chief Marshal AY Tipnis, was
expected to leave for the United Arab FEmirates
and Oman tonight for a week. That trip will also

be postponed. /
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Opportunity but o rogm Jor complacency

AR in Afghanistan seems imminent. istan finds it-

self sandwiched between the US and the Taliban;
Musharraf has read the writing on the wall and appears to be
ready for a volte-face on the jehadi constituency he and his
predecessors have assiduously nurtured. But his India-and
Kashmir-obsession is intact and comes through in the conces-
sions he is trying to extract from the Americans: no place for
India (and Israel) in the military effort against the Taliban,
as well ag a commitment of US mediation on Kashmir. How-
ever, Colin Powell is doing commendable work in pulling to-
gether an international coalition against terrorism, including
even countries traditionally antipathetic to American inter-
ests such as China and Iran. It would be nonsensical if India
and Israel were to be excluded. What Musharraf appears to
be proposing is cooperation against one-half of terrorism,
gponsored by the Taliban in Afghanistan, provided that the
US overlook the other half, terrorism in Kashmir whereby,
for example, the Kashmiri Pandit minority has been targeted
and driven from the Valley. Fortunately, all the signals

intend ta take a comprehensive approach to it, including tak-
ing out terrorist camps, finances, drug connections and
measures against states which sponsor terrorism. Although

opinion that Pakistan is deriving significant advantages from
the deal vis-a-vis India, there is no room for complacency and

interests.

- emanating from Washington indicate that this time around
_there is recognition that terrorism is indivisible and they

. Musharraf's manoceuvrings may be to convince domestic '

. Indian diplomacy ought to go into overdrive to protect Indian

What tilts the scales in India's favour, however, is that :

' given the magnitude of the terror that struck the US, leaving

more than 5,000 dead, it is unlikely that it wili entertain ¢o-

"' operation with a significant number of riders, particularly

S S TIPS

when Pakistan’s role in nurturing jehadi networks and the
Taliban is widely known. Significantly, all Powell has pro-

' mised is that the US will “take into account” Pakistan’s

sensitivities, while Bush telephoned Vajpayee the same day
appreciating India’s role in fighting terrorism. Musharraf is,

however, manoeuvring boldly, which underscores India’s

wisdom in opening its military bases to American forces —
just beating Pakistan to it, when India has a far greater
interest in combating terrorism. There are many in India who
will carp that the US hasn't recognised hefore the role piayed
by terrorism in the Indian subeontinent. But the time for
recrimination is not now — if the US is currently offering to
help India in its fight against terrorism, India should
recognise it and take them at face wvalue. India can be

. recognised as a major nation only if it stands up clearly in its
- own interests — and New York’s pain is also Mumbai’s or

Kashmir's pain. Which iz why, on Solidarity Day against

- Terrorism today, we should all observe 2 jginutes silence at
. 10:30 am. //P)
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1w\ Wages of War ™9
ng htddlong

In our last editorial, we had cautioned against India jumpi
into any military offensive planned by the American alliance in
retaliation for the terrorist strikes op the US. Regrettably, the prime
minister’s televised address to the nation hints al precisely that kind of
overenthusiasm on the Indian government’s part. Not content with
demanding that the world jein hands militanly to “overwhelm the
terrorists and neutralise their poison™, Mr Vajpavec exhorted cvery
Indian “to be part of this global war on terrorism”. Though the prime
minister avoided detailing the exact nature of the ‘cooperation’ India
might extend in this war, reports increasingly suggest that India will allow
the US the use of specific facilities, including perhaps its airbases, in the
event the latter launches an offensive against the Taliban and Osama bin
Laden. Earlier, in an interview to this paper, foreign minister Jaswant
Singh made the startling admission that India’s offer of ungualified
support to the American action was a unilateral one. This gung-ho
approach is fraught with danger. Tervorism respects no logic, as India
which has had to pay a horrific price for it knows only too well. In this
case, the consequences are graver still because it is the subcontinent that
is to act as the theatre for the global war that America and its allies have
planned against terrorism. Unfortunately, rather than adopting a
measured and sober response, official India has chosen to echo the hyste-
ria and war-mongering resounding across major world capitals. There are
other reasons too to regard with caution, even reservation, the Indjan
government’s overeager resolve o join this global war.

To begin with, there is the minor matter of semantics. Before the latest
terrorist sirikes at the heart of American economic and military
cstablishment, the war against terrorism, {ar from being a global concern,
was the burden of individual countries, Now that mainland America has
fallen victim to terrorist violence, it has overnight become incumbent on
“all civilised countries™ to contribute their mite to the American quest for
retribution, In his address, the prime minister spoke of the global sweep
of this scourge as a justification for the American call for an international
war. “What happented in Mumbai one day is bound to happen elsewhere
tomorrow”, he said. Ironically, however, he failed to draw the full
implications of his own observations. The simple truth is that New York
matters, not Mumbai. “The New War™ will be fought 1o further American
strategic interests and not ours. Quite apart from this, there is a danger
that in extending our “exceptionally strong support” — as secretary of
state Colin Powell described it — India might unwittingly get sucked into
a war which is neither of its own making nor one whose course it will have
any control over, not to mention the costs it might have to bear. These
reservations are ali the more important 1o emphasise today because the
Indian government’s overhasty support for the American line has found a
strong echo amongsl the articulate sections in this country. A recent pall
in this paper suggested that as many as 93% rcaders wanted India to
make common cause with America in its war against terrorism. To be
carried away by cmotion in a war-like situation is easy, but individual
Indians would do well to remember that they will have to bear thyz—
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quences of this war long after the Americans have fought it and gon
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What kind of mind would W1111ng1y turn ts body into a g?\;
marksmen and.target are both annihilated to charred shreds? S

eathwish; Insnle

? Whi
me cal

fuel them? The Sunday Times attempts

TERRORISM IS NOT A WAR BETWEEN RELIGIONS, SAYS AMOS 0Z
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Training tomorrow’s hol

In the heart of Al Muhajiroun, a north London organisation, Rashmee Z A}
world’s question: what drives a terrorist to kill and be

LONDONXN: Those who might pilot the fly-
ing bombs of tomorrow walk these streets,
take the tube, work out at neighbourhood
gvms, go on rough camping holidays and
buy books from locat bookstores. They are
also likely to be receptive to the prescrip-
tions of Al Muhajiroun, a north
Londen organisation spread across 25
British cities and most often associated
with recruiting young British Muslims to
train for jihad in distant lands. Tomorrow's
boly warriors pay particular attention to
the last four activities, for these constitute
the basic tenets of the simple prescribed
training for jthad.

We have it on good authorily. notably
Anjemn Chaudhary, 34, who heads Al
Muhajiroun, which translates as The
Emmigrant. “We are the only organisation
in Europe to openly endorse jihad.”
Chaudhary said.

Kashmir, Chechnya, the Palestinian ter-
ritories, Al Muhajiroun is openly and out-
spokenly concerned ahout them all. Six
months ago. a spokesman for Russian
president Viadimir Putin. called on Britain
to ban Al Muhafiroun under its new ter-
rorism law. alleging, it was the European
hub of the waves of tighters converging on

the Caucasus to wage a holy war. India
should care as well An alleged Al
Muhajiroun recruit from Birmingham
blew himself up in & car in Srinagar on
Christmas Day. '

Al Muhajiroun is wary. Both its founder,
Syrian-born Muslim cleric Sheikh Omar
Bakri Mohammed and Chaudhary, the
current head, pronounce in favour of jihad
but deny they actually organisc training.

In the past, Sheikh Omar openly admit-
ted to being responsible for sending as
many as 700 British undergraduates to
fight abroad, mostly in Kashmir. Now, is he
more circumspect.

“Physical training is part of a Muslim
male’s religious obligation, but I do not
train anyone myself for jihad.” Sheikh
Omar told the Sundav Times. =1 am dis-
abled”.

Adds Chaudhary: “If you want to
describe us to your readers, we are a polit-
ical and ideolegical movement based on
the principles of the Quran”. However,
Chaudhary does not deny his own impulse
to jihad or indeed that of other members
of Al Muhajiroun. “Outside of the organi-
sation, we are individual Muslims, so ves.
there may be people inside and outside

ONE WANTS EELAM, ANOTHER THE DESTRUCTION OF AMERICA

he explains. ©

largest-circalating
dailics.

become u jihadi

the organisation who are preparing to go,”  of 1
‘It is the duty of young. male lega
Muslims to train for jihad. T myself would  prisc
hope to participate in a jihad®. use .
Sa bow do they do it? And does any of 1
this happen here in Britain, with its huge  tion
Muslim population, a traditional safe  mili
haven for political refugees from around Pak:
the world and rising tally of angry allega-  Muj
tions {rom as far afield as India. Egypt. S¢
Yemen and Russia to crack down on  elses
potential jihadis sporting a British accent?  loca
“There are no training camps here.” pert
stresses Chaudhary. Brit:
There is a reason for the over-empha-  jihac
sised denial. It keeps Al Muhajiroun with-  high
in the bounds of British law, And it is can
apparently true. Chaudhary’s unequivocal  Paki
claim is backed by Jihad al Khazen. he s
London editor of A/ Hayat, one of the jihac
Arabic-language B
mujz
More cruciaily still, it is affirmed by task
Azaam publications, which mainains a  Mus
London post box address and offers much  exce
useful. practical information on hew to  edge
“There arc NO live- bhe ¢
ammunition firearm tratning camps within -~ Exar
the UK. One can obain almost any type  orga

THE GENERAL

LTTE-leader Vellupiliai Prabhakaran sees
himself as a messiah. From a secret base
in north-east Sri Lanka, he heads the LTTE
fight for an independent homeland. A
schoof dropout, he is the fourth son of a
low-level government servant. He has the
reputation of being a ruthless guerritla
leader under whom the Tamil Tigers have
matured inte a highly-disciplined and
motivated force. He began his career as a
smali-fime activist and later formed a militant group called
. Tamil National Tigers. In the "70s when the Lankan govern-
;. ment introduced discriminatory laws against the Tamils, he
protested violently. In 1975, he killed the mayor of Jaffna and
went underground.He is also insecure and suspicious of peo-
. ple. His movements in the jungles of Jjaffna are a well-kept
secret. He is known fe carry a cyanide capsule.

THE FOOT SOLDIER

Dhanu alias Gayatri, the human bomb
who killed Rajiv Gandhi, and on whose life
Santosh Sivan hased his film 7he Terrorist,
is a typical example of a motivated, brain-
washed terrorist who trusted her leader
| completely. She saw in Rajiv Gandhi an
oppressor who was respensible for send-
ing the IPKF to Jaffna. Dhanu worked with
" Akila, the head of the LTTE's women's

intelligence wing. Like other suicide
: bombers, she was unmarried, in her 20s, and had Jost her

Y. Prabhakaran

father. Martyrdom and money motivated her. Dhany was *
unemational about her destiny. Before boarding the bus for
Sriperumbudur, Dhanu said she wanted to say her final .
prayers and was taken to the Pillayar Temple. She and her
accemplices then purchased a garland, had ice-cream and :

boarded the bus. To their deaths.

THE GENERAL
7

unigue position of being able fo finance
terrorism.His fight is against the West,

especially the US, which he sees as per-

Osamz?bm ﬂde

missive and toferating values utteriy ¢
destructive of the social fabric. His soft voice and mefanchaly
smile are said to leave a lasting impression on his followers. =

THE FOOT SOLDIER
Ramazi Yousef, the mastermind behind the

hence more difficult to deal with. Yousef's

Ram Yousd

for exproswes

S A0St fwn wrmaes wle o e

The 44-year-old millicnaire lives as a |
guest of the Taliban in Afghanisian. Osama |
4 J bin Laden is hardiy ever seen in public — |
= he sees himself as the saviour of (slam.
¥ Given that he comes from a billionaire :
construction family, bin Laden is in the :

original bombing of the Woerld Trade Center :
in 1993, typifies the new breed of terror- ;
ists: they have no ‘aftainable’ goals, like .
tand or the release of prisoners, and are .

plan was to build a huge bomb and topple ¢
one of the twin towers into the other. But :
= Nis plan bombed — he ran out of money

The

uicide teérrofism can be

{0 two ancient sects =
Sicairis and Islamic Hashi
Tts moderiiavigar appedn
the 15th century Suicide ¢
were used-in the Malabar
Atjehin forthern Sumaty
:Mipdanao apd Sul in the
- Philippines. Al were Muos|
© Attemipts (o Bight western '}
n the Iast Iwo deci

: can Iraops
.mS udiArabia - -
i so-far! Angust 1991

§ tiltaneols attacks agai
American embassies inNé
- and it Dar-e-Saldany; resul

300 fataliiés arid 5,000 wo
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the mind of a terrorist

1t kind of twisted but exalted motivation is at work in a suicide mission where

| them Satan’s agents, others call them martyrs. But what are the compulsions that
to look beyond the terrorist’s hood into his psyche

BETWEEN FANATIGS AND THE REST BF US FOH EVERY TWIN TOWER THERE IS.,.

‘ suh:i:le attack teft tlm

SRIPERUMBUDUR 1991
yin rums :_ SR '

ly Warriors

imed finds the answers to the
killed

nilitary training in some coumntries,
[ly, so there is no need to risk going to
n for years just for learning how to

computer sct-up and mainte-
nance, foreign languages. radi
sateliite and tele-communic

NEW YORK 2001: Fiames engutf&d ﬂm. we

‘Ewm waers aﬂ;er thay were lut

America was our
ultimale enemny

In 1991, Liyaqat Ali, a young Kashmm was
trained to be a militant. Todayv, this
freshly-minted prophet of peace and president
of the Jammu Kashmir Awami Conference,
tells Shabnam Minwalla the attack on the us

3 single firearm illegally™. .
he piece de resistance is the informa-
it offers to potential jihadis: “Jihadi
ary traimng is provided frec in
stan from the training centers of
ihidecn Lashkar-c-Taiba”.

urces say the prospect of free training
vhere. makes 1the UK an undesirable
tion for training camps. Morc
mently, as Chaudhary explains.
iin does not have conscription. so
lis are unable 1o obtain the law-cost,
ly-skilled military training they
easilv get abroad. “North Africa.
stan. Afghanistan, even the US
ays, “these are arcas where th
iwould go™.

it while still here. tomorrow’s
hideen undertake other. crucial j
i guided by Azzam: “Many
ims who are 1n the West have an
lent opportunity to gain knowl-
in a wide range of areas that can
f benefit to the Mujahideen.
aples of these are: management,
aisation, computer Operatmn,

’rraced : ‘Whai Ba ‘I’hey Want; C : ¢ks in Lanka ahd” © -
Jesish. - an mdependent hiarmc _Lebancm - India, iea'nng thousands dead or-
.hyun © and Guster of ‘anythiip western. :_:__woundgd_. S

din. . - - Targetsso farr Aprl 1983 e HAMAS: The 'Harii:a't é

whics: - Amherican Embassy inBeitut: = Mukawma ellslamiya or the:
coast "October 1983 IS Marines h;:ad» T 15131111(‘ Rasistance Movement

fmme minister Rajiv

Sn Laﬂiu; ;

i sumtdf aa‘racks z‘oH 29)
B . hy.amale su1c1de bomber whin” e
& infiltrated the president’s Inier - ippp fo ind sd in 1998 Upemt,_.
wo 0o dircle, afid even lived at HiS PIEm- - tyfarkey,
it «dses for a year before assasinat- ‘W t do th éy® "ﬂteu own’
robd . - g December 199% ‘assassination . ; =
ted | in attempt on President Chandyika ™ Targets so fur: Toenty oie

Februat)’ 2@0{] 1t Came

quarters afid French iultination- |

- al Forcg. (totai toll 300}, March =
fnbassy in Buenos

mg 29 eople, 250 hutt

e bom 1'; 1993_: .

» Kianaraturiga who survivedbut”

k ween July 1987-
Tost an everhe égut 1 6

tions. medicine, car mechanic
ate. The Jihad docs not on
consist of one person firing &
gun.”America’s 19 hijack
cr-pilots with ;
deathwish
obviously.
lislening.

inspiréd by the Hizbultah. -

“state and helpmg ather groups

i homeland.
' *Targe!s__so far: Israel.

' Taxgets sofar Israet (The two." :

15 attacks actilally- camcd ouL

t Do They Wank An Istani <

“such asthe PITin their fight tor a

“groupshave carried out aéouf 30 :

‘ cide aftacks or Attempted aftacks

had its genesis in the
men 11

n a tiny hotel room in Mumbai,
I Livaqat Al stares unbiinkingly

as the television replays the
now familiar sequence of devasta-
tion. As the aircraft hurtles to its
fiery fate, a sinister soundtrack
unspools in his head. “Jag jowana
Musalmana.. Nabke rakh
Amrikanu...”

“T remember @ Punjabi song we
lcarnt  while  traiming  in
Afghanistan which urged Mushm
youth to grab control of America,”
says Ali, seduced in his teens by
the glamour of the gun. “The
Arab-run camps. especially, saw
America as the ultimatc cnemy.
But in 1991, wc were merely
irained to handle Kalashnikovs
and conduct ambushes. What we
sec today s a full-

Ehllosophy instilled in

e him

dinned into our heads that martyr-
dom was a noble goal. ”

In Pakistan, All discovered two
types of training camps
run by the ISI and conducted by
retired armymen. and the more
rough-and- rcad) joints in
Atghmmtan ~There were thou-
sands of Kashmiris waiting 1o
enter the ISI camps. so we opted
for Afghanistan,” says Ali. Besides
information about mines and raids,
they were given a stiff dose of reli-
gious indoctrination. Nevertheless,
a few doubts began to assail Ali. A
casual dekhio at college textbooks
in PoK. for examplc. revealed that
standards ol cducation  werc
abysmal. For the first time, he
began to wonder where militancy
would take his  home-

fledged war conduct-
ed by an mternaiiona
nwtwork.”

Al was among the |
first militants to swilch
allegiance and assis
the Indian army.
Today, he explains th
conviction which
wranstormed  college
students into kidlers.

“Militaney in Kashmir %

Jand. Despite doubts, he
worked with the
Ikhwan-al-Muslimi  till
1994, Around this time,
the pro-Pakistan Hizb-
| ul-Mujahadeen began to
eliminate those groups
talking in terms of
autonomy for Kashmir,
.. | rather than accession to
5| Pakistan. 1 was picked
qup twice and told I

gained ‘wround  in

1989 “While Kashmiris had always

had ambiguous feclings about
accession (o India, the rigged elec-
tions of 1987 generated unprece-
dented rage. “We were never kal-
tar Muslims, But as the sense of
political frustration grew, outfits
like the JKLF sprang up, thosc
who joined were considered
heroes.”

He enrolled and spemt a year
carrying coded messages and mak-
ing arrangements for “the big bovs
with guns. He eventually under-
took a terrifying, treacherous
three-day-long trek into PoK.

“What drove us on?” muses Ali,
agreeing that the same cmotjons
probdbly motivated those in the
kamnikaze operat;ons last weck.

“Anger against India, and the
sense that we were performing our
refigious duty motivated us. it was

X should either promise
lovalty to Pakistan or get out.” He
SaYs he stll bears the marks of
those encounters on his back.
“During my months in hldlng I
began to yearn for normalcy” So
when the army sent feclers, Ali and
his comrades -in-arms decided to
help. “We playved a big role in
flushing out militants and creating
an atmosphere in which elections,
in 1995 and 1996, could be con-
ducted.” Even today he carries a
price of Rs 20 fakh on his head.
Ali has a message for India —
militancy flourishes amidst corrup-
tion and political intrigues.
Ofeourse religious fanaticism plays
a part. “At the moment, it just
doesn't pay for a Kashmiri Muslim
to be pro-Indian. Till the govern-

ment 15 able to send out a more
positive message. militancy will
fiourish in the Valley.”
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The attack on America
has spawned a
whole new clan of
bookworms \\r\f

G\
natics are believed to havg\
destroyed the symbol of Amer-

ican capitaiism last week, on
September 11, Now, it seems

the rest of us are turning believers;
even our scepticism is twinged with
a pinch of anxiety. Nostradamus’

O

Elizabeth Kuruvilla
New Delht

doomsday predictions are drawing . |

people towards bookstores in droves.

Along with e-mails enquiring
about family and friends living in
the US, there were a chain of mes-
sages spreading Nostradamus'
words:

In the year 1999 and seven months

From the sky will come the great
King of Terror..

The 16th century French physi-
cian and occultist was off the mark
by a whole two years, but he did get
the month right. Wasn't that reason
enough to read up on his prophecies
and see how much longer the world
had? John Hogue’'s Nostradamus:
The Complete Prophecies shot up to
the number one mark on the
amazon.com bestseller list. The
Seattie-hased Hogue had dedicated a
quarter of a century to researching
this hook and providing viable inter-
pretations to Nostradamus’ some-
what cryptic quatrains, in the
process studying the controversy
that the man is. But his is certainly
not the only book that people are
willing to rely on, At least four more
books on the same subject are being
voraciously consumed: Edgar Le-
oni's Nostradamus and his Prophe-
cies, David Ovason's The Secrets of
Nostradamus: A Radical New Inter-
pretation of the Master's Prophecies,
The Fingl Prophecies of Nos-
tradamus edited by Erika Cheetham
and The Complete Prophecies of Nos-
tradamus. "I never thought litera-
ture on Nostradamns would sell out
like this,"” said ah employee of Bahri

S T

Sons, a New Delhi bookstore.

But evidently any disaster, like the
one in New York and Washington,
like the ane in Gujarat or Orissa or
the brutal murder of Indira Gandhi
or Phoolan Devi, tickles man's imag-
ination. The grief, sympathy and
horror last but a few days, but for
that span it occupies his ming iike
nothing else. Booksellers don't have
reason to complain, for this is when
they clear their stock of books on
related subjects. In India. the main
point of intetest is the Afghanistan
connection. It’s closer home than the
twin towers which once framed New
York’s skyline, and roofed 50,000
emplovees. There are now more than
afew hands turning the pages of The
New Jackals: Ramzi Yousef Osama
Bin Laden and the Future of Terror-
ism. Osama bin Laden is the main
suspect of the latest terrorist act,
and was called by Bill Clinton as “the
pre-eminent organiser and financier
of international terrorism in the
world today”, Simon Reeve, a farmer
journalist with The Sunday Times of
London, shows how bin Laden’s

[ o

NOVEL IDEA: As America burned, people sought answers from various hooks, ranging from Nostradamus to the Taliban

story is intricateiy linked with that
of Ramazi Yousef, who'd first master-
minded a plan to turn the World
Trade Centre to dust, in 19893, and
failed. Funded by bin Laden, the
British-educated Yousef hombed an
Iranian shrine, tried to assasinate
Benazir Bhutto and planned the
assassination of the Pope and Presi-
dent Clinton. Another of his evil
designs was to attack the CIA head-
quarters with a plane loaded with
chemical weapons, a plan that
sounds eerily similar to ones which
were executed successfully last
week. While the book dwelves more
on Yousef than on bin Laden, it nev-
ertheless sheds light on the mentali-
ty of a new breed of terrorists: ane
that have no gualms towards mass,
innocent Killings, and one that have
immense resources in their hand.
For a closer look at how terrorist
networks operate, Yossef Bodan-
sky's Bin Laden: The Man Who
Declared War on America is highly .
recommended. It gives a fascinating
account of the subversive activities
of bin Laden-sponsored terrorism in

e i or )

the Middle East, India and in west-
ern Europe, The wvery fact that
Osama, who brought the wrath of
the US on Afghanistan and Sudan in
1998 by attacking US embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania, is now a very
popular baby name in Arab coun-
iries establishes his heroic status
with radical Muslim youth, says
Bodansky The author is publishing
another title, Bin Laden, on the same
subject and if you would like to wait
a year, Elaine Landau's Osama bin
Laden: A War against the West, might
provide an interesting read.
However, no reading on bin Laden
would be complete without getting
an account of the “harbourers” of
this terrorist, the Taliban. Michael
Griffin, an investigative journalist,
made three trips to Afghanistan,
conducted several intensive inter-

~ views and studied the situation in

the country. He wrote Reaping the
Whirlwind: The Taliban Movement
in Afghanistan. The book traces the
origins of the Taliban movement, its
beliefs and the impact of its conser-
vative ethos, especially on women.

Terrorism: The new bestseller

Angther journalist, Ahmed Rashid,
who's spent some 21 vears of his life
in Afghanistan, has recounted the
rise of the maovement in his book,
Taliban. He expliores the nature of
the movement vis a vis Islam.

But immediately on the field, there
is arevival of interest in the history
of the buildings that are no more.
Angus Kress Gillespie's Twin Tow-
ers: The Life of New York City's World
Trade Center is second only to the
seer’s prophecies in the amazon.com
list. The 110-storey skyscraper, hous-
ing several major financial firms,
was to become the cultural symbol
of the US and the obwious target of
attacks against the superpower.

After reading up on the entire his-
tory behind the suicide attacks and
the logic behind political violent
activity (an interesting book on this
might be Walter Reich’s Origins of
Terrorism. Psychologies, Idealogues,
Theologies, States of Mind), perhaps
you’'ll be tempted to write a political
intrigue yourself. Well, you can join
the ranks of Frederick Forsythe,
Tom Clancy and Dominigque
Lapierre among others. Interesting-
1y John 8. Powell takes off from the
much-talked about predication to
write his thriller, The Nossradamus
Prophecy, about a Russian mobster
waging a personal attack on the US.
Powell, dedicated to the occultist’s
saying, bases his novel on nuclear
terrorism in the year 1999. Doomsday
novels have always fascinated the
West, with each new writer digging
into his imagination for a fresh way
to end the world. Ken Foliet, in The
Hoammer of Eden, has a terrorist
commune threatering California
with a remote-contralled devastating
earthquake. Most chilling is perhaps
Tom Clancy’'s Executive Orders,
where a Japanese terrorist pilots a
plane into Capitol Hill, killing the
President, mast of the Cabinet and
the Congress. And the Dominique
Lapierre and Larry Collins co-
authored The Fifth Horseman has a
plot which could easily have been lifi-
ed for the present reality television.
Here, Qaddafi succeeds in construct-
ing a three-megaton nuclear device
and holds USA ransom against the
establishment of an autonomous
Palestinian state. Truth, it seems, is
no longer stranger than fiction.
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TH THE L5, finally

being goaded — and

goaded by a series of

deep wounds at that
— to lead a decisive war against
global jehad there is finally a
chance that the campaign will ac-
quire some coherence. So far, the
U.S. has been fighting terrorism
in its many manifestations and at
different points around the globe
but has done so piecemeal.

(ther nations confronting this
phenomenon  have  also  ad-
dressed it in the particular form in
which it manifests before each of
them. A net result is thal while
global jehad has been defined on
the basis of iis tactics its true na-
ture as a menace 0 civilisation
has been obscured.

There has been a hesitancy in
the West to apply the term jehad
to international terrorism in its
current form. This is probably on
account of a distaste [or provok-
ing the praoverbial clash of civil-
isations. However, it is possible to
use the term lo describe a rela-
tively new global phenomenon
while negating an inference that
the use af the term implies hostil-
ity to a religion.

In its true sense as une of the
five pillars of [slam, the obligation
for jehad, or struggle, is little dif-
ferent from similar obligations in
ather religious systems.  Lvery
person is enjoined 1o suuggle, or
wage jehiad, against his baser in-
stincts and sociat evils. This is an
imprimatur in any religious sys-
tem.

Used as a political term over
the past two decades, the term jo-
had has acquired a secondary and
altogether different meaning. As
used by its votaries jehad has be-
come a cover-lag for the activities
of a group of people filled with a
blind unreasoning hatred far any-
one else who does not subscribe
o their lifestyles, world views or
even dress and  behavioural
codes.

Thoese who disernbowel chil-
dren in Algeria, or behead poar
shepherds in Jammu or bomb in-
nocents in New York buildings
can by no means be described as
followers of the tenets of any reli-
gion. Yet since they themselves
describe their activities as being
jebhadi in nature there should be
na difficulty in using this term, in
its secondary sense, in relation o
them,

The above exercise in seman-
tics is necessary to mark out the
distinction between jehadi terror-
ism and tferrorist activities of an
earlier vintage. The Hizbollah in
Lebanon has used terrorism — in-
discriminate attacks on the un-
suspecting with the sole intention

»"Merchants of terr

Osama bin Laden... prime suspect.

Jehadis are an extremely loose bunch of

fanatics that cannot be pinned to either a

territory or an objective, says Kesava Menon.

of instilling terror — in the past.
So did the 1sfamic Salvation Army
in Algeria and so does Hamas and
Islamic Jehad in Palestine even
now.

But in each of these cases the
use of terror tactics was and is
linked to specific goals. Tf the AlS
wanted their country to becorne
move Islamic in its political orien-
tation, 1lizbollah, Hamas and Ts-
lamic Jehad are fighting for the
liberation of their homelands.
While the tactics they use, or have
used, are deplorable there is at
least scope for the thought that
they would abandon these prac-
tices once their goal was
achicved.

On the other hand, the jehadis
display no such relieving features.
Neither the members of the
Armed Islamic Group in Algeria,
nor those who attacked Amarnath
pilgrims, nor those who attacked
the World Trade Center in 1993 or
on Terror Tuesday state that their

actions had a connection with
any specific objective.

They might vaguely sav that
they want to promote the cause of
Kashmir or Palestine but thev also
make clear that their millennial
movement will not stop once
these objectives are achieved,
More nebulously they might taik
of destroying American imperial-
ism or re-conquering India but
even they seem o recognise that
such statements are mere slo-
gans. The only true objective they
seem 1o pursue is destruction for
its own sake.

The U.S., probably because its
world view on terrorism had so far
heen moulded by Israel and its
own experience in the Middie
East during the 1980s, had thus
[ar not drawn any distinction he-
tween terrorism of an earlier vin-
tage and the new jehadism.

While it may be necessary to
use all means to dissuade all
those who indulge in terror tactics

or

g
to desist from doing so the failure !
to draw a distinction between je-
hadis and terrorism of the older
vintage can lead to difficulties.

For instance, if the 1.5, were to
move against Hamas or Hizbollah |
it could jeopardise the prospeces |
for drawing moderate Muslim
states into the coalition against |
jehad. To lump both forms of ter- |
rorism together could also lead tg ¢
confusion about the choice of
methods to use against jehad.

Terrorist organisations of an ol-
der vintage have a territorial base
and identifisble objectives. The
jehadis on the other hand are an
extremely loose bunch of fanatics
that cannot be pinned to either a
territory or an objective. At pre-
sent, it would appear that the only
way of identifying them is by their
connections to the Al Qaeda net-
work of Osama bin Laden.

But Al Qaeda is itself a loose fra-
ternity of the like-minded and not
a structured organisation with lo-
catable offices or branches. Jehad
is a phenomenon whereby a
bomb-maker from Tunisia, a
speed driver from Egypt, a pilot
from the UAE or a financier from
somewhere else can pool their ef-
ferts for a specific operation, dis-
perse after that and then form
completely new teams for the
next operation down the line.

Besides the facts that it encom-
passes a large and widely dis-
persed range of operatives and
financiers the only other matter
that can be pin-pointed about je-
had is that it has a readily avail-
able basc in Taliban-controlled
Afghanistan. There is no other
place in the warld where the jeha-
dis can go for rest and recuper- |
ation between operations, or plan
and prepare for the next one, with
no worry aboul being disturbed.
That automatically leads to the
question of the jehadi establish- |
ment in Pakistan — the only
country in the world where the je- |
hadis have worked themselves in-
to atl levels of the power structure
to the extent that the non-jehadis
are unable to take action against
them despite enjoying co-equal
power.

Would jehadis from all over the
world for instance be able to ac-
cess their base in Afghanistan
with such ease if Pakistan did not
readily provide multiple-entry vi-
sas and untrammelled transit. If
the current campaign is to stop
with merely an attack on Osama
and the Taliban the world will
have to confront jehad for a long
time to come,
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Osama’s hate
agenda: The
1993 fatwa

War against US
and Saudi Arabai

® On August 23 (996, three

mission

He sleeps little, eats little and is believed to be
the world's biggest sponsor of terrort

Judith Miller
Washington

ith his gentle
eyes, skeletal
frame, long black
beard and habitu-
al  Kalashnikov,
Osama bin Laden
has become the
wortd's most reviled symbol of ter-
ror., -
While his connection to last
week’s devastating attacks in New
York and Washington has vet to be
definitively established, his image
has evolved in the last decade from
that of financier of terror to its
most prominent promoter, catalyst
and mastermind. .
His goal has been consistent I’c'fr a
decade: victory in a self-proclaimed
Jihad, or Tslamic holy war against
the United States and its alljes,
Now he is suspected of having
added thousands of new deaths to
an already impressive terrortst toll.
As he has done before, bin Laden
summoned Arab reporters on

Wednesday to a compound in
Afghanistan to deny responsibility
for the stunning strikes while
praising those who conducted
them.

US. intelligence officials dismiss
such denials and have officiaily
declared him the prime suspect.
While they once hotly debated bin
Laden’s specific connection to the
terrorism  his networks have
spawned, they now acknowledge
that this frail, squeaky-voiced Sau-
di has mobilized hundreds of Mus.
lims in far-flung countries to fight
and die for his embittered vision of
Islam, if not for him.

But while government experts
no longer dispute his influence,
they do take issue with many of the
myths that bin Laden and his asso.
ciates have carefully cultivated
about him,

Though he styles himself as a
humble man of the Muslim people,
he is, in fact, an unlikely
spokesman for the oppressed and
dispossessed. Born in the mid
1950s, the youngest of some 20 sons

 Hows je HC dnine $e avomesmn

B his macabre

imnmensely generous. He is also
sm and the man behind the US attacks

of & Yemeni-barn Saudi construc.
tion magnate, bin Laden enjoyed a
youth of wealth and privilege,
While many Saudis of his era swel-
tered in the desert sun, Osamsa bin
Laden had air-conditioned houses
and private stables, and was pam-
pered by servants, His father's
close ties to King Faisal won the
family business rich contracts to
rebuild mosques in Mecca and
Medina. After his father’s deuth in
1964, bin Laden inherited some $300
million.

Bin Laden, who graduated from
King Abdul Aziz University in Jid-
da in 1979 with a degree in civil
engineering, was not always inter-
ested in religious politics. Associ.
ates portrayed him ag a freguent
visitor with Saudi royalty to
Beirut, where he drank heavily at
night clubs and wound up in bar
hrawls.

Bin Laden has said he was gl
vanized by threc events in the late
1970s: the American-brokered
Camp David peace gecords between
Egypt and Israel, the overthrow of
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the Shah of Iran in a radical Islamic
revolution, and the Soviet incursion
in Afghanistan. "I was enraged,” he
told Al Quds al Arabi, an Arabic-lan-
glage newspaper long sympathetic
to him, “and | went there at once,”

He actually spent the first years of
the war between Soviet forces and
Afghan guerrillas traveling
throughout the Persian Gulf raising
money for the jihad against the Sovi-
ets. He did not move to the Pakistani
horder town of Peshawar until 1984,
by which time Soviet forces were
encountering fierce opposition from
the Afghans.

Bin Laden’s money earned him
instant access and popularity.
Atlullah Anas, a former Algerian
ally who later fell out with him, said
that while he was not “very sophisti-
cated politically or organizational-
ly.” he was an activist with “great
imagination.

“He ate very little,” Anas said.
“He slept very little.” And above all,
he was very generous, he said, “He'd
give you his clothes.”

Anas  said that while in

Afghanistan, bin Laden fell under
the influence of Egyptian Islamic
Jihad, a group of seasoned Egyptian
militants who had helped assassi-
nate President Anwar Sadat. They
eventually persuaded bin Laden
that the iihad against the Soviet
Union had to be expanded to other
Muslims in the Middle East and
elsewhere who were living under
autocratic “infidel” regimes.

in 1886, bin Laden established the
first of more than a dozen training
camps he would eventually sponsor
in Afghanistan, Anas and intelli-
gence officials sald. About a year
later with the tide turning against
the Russians, bin Laden and the
Egyptians founded Al Qaeda, the
base from which they hoped to stage
their global Islamic crusade,

Euphoric about their victory over
the Soviets, bin Laden and his
extremist allies concluded that no
secular state could defeat holy war-
riors. He opened more camps and
spent more of his personal fortune,
much of which the United States
and its allies have now frozen, to

help finance training and indoctri-
natton to produce militants for the
new borderless jihad.

While the United States had
worked alongside him to help oust
the Russians, bin Laden turned vio-
lently anti-American in 1990 after
King Fahd invited the US and its
allies to station forces in Saudi Ara-
bla to help defend the oil-producing
kingdom against an invasion by
Iraq. The presence of American sol-
diers in Saudi Arabia, the birth-
place of the Prophet Muhammad
and the home of the two most holy
Muslim shrines, enraged bin Laden
and other Arabmilitants. Over time,
they increasingly came to blame the
United States for Muslim woes,
ampng them, the oppression of
Palestinians by Israel.

After Saudi officials caught bin
Laden smuggling weapons from
Yemen, his father's homeland, they
withdrew his passport and pres-
sured him into leaving the country,
Bin Laden made his way to Sudan,
where, once again, his money got
him a warm welcoma,

After the 1993 bombing of the
World Trade Center by Muslim mili-
tants, some of whom had ties to Bin
Laden’s network, 11.8. intelligence
began focusing more intently on the
renegade Saudi financier,

Increasingly worried about bin
Laden’s money and growing influ-
ence, the Saudis rescinded his citi-
zenship in 1994, Bin Laden intensi-
fied his anti-Saudi invective and
anti-American activities,

With the militant Taliban com-
ing to power in Afghanistan, hin
Laden once again found fertile
ground for his jihad. Three
months later, he and his entourage
landed in Afghanistan in a C-130
military transport plane, In May,
1996, he declared war on.the Unit-
eq States, :

Two years latér; his Al Qaedaand

a half a dozen other militant Mus-
lim movements formed an interna-

tional militant Muslim coalition °

that formally declared it was "the
duty” of Muslims everywhere to kill
Americans.

(The New York Times)

months after he was
expelled from Sudan under
US pressure, Osama bin
Laden issued his chilling
Declaration of War fatwa
from his hideout in the
Hindukush meountains of
Afghanistan.

@ in it he said "there i no

more important duty than
pushing the American ene-
my out of the holy land” - a
refarence ta the US troops
stationed in Saudi Arabia.

® He called on the dispos-

sessed youths of the Mus-
lim world to take up arms,
and warned the US: "They
have no intention except
to enter paradise by killing
you. An infidel, and enemy
of God like you, cannot be
In the same hell as his
righteous executioner ...
Terrorising you, while you
are carrying arms on our
land, is a legitimate and
morally demanding duty.
These youth are different
from your soidlers. Your
prablem will be how to
convince your troops to
fight, while cuir problem
will be how to restrain our
youths to wait for their
turn in fighting and in
operations.”

® The fatwa aiso called for

the overthrow of the Saud}
government and for sup-
port for Islamlie revolution-
ary groups around the
waorld.
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Goaneat, 4 new breed of terror
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The long-range Tomahawks will not do. The ground froces will have to be - :
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Michael R Gordon
London

F THE terrorist attacks this week, as George
W Bush says, mark the first war of the 21at
century, waging that fight will require new
military thinking and bolder tactics, allied
experts say

For the last decade, the use of American might has
been shaped by several principles; emphasising air
power angd long-range precision arms, avoiding
ground combat whenever possible and using over-
whelming ground forces when it is not,

The use of Americon military force has also been
redctive. Pre-emptive action was ruled out, partly
because American law prohibits assassination as
state policy. The United States waited to be hit
hefore striking back, and American casualties weve
ta be avoided at all costs.

Allof those principles wére at work when the Cline
ton administration struck at Osama bin Laden, the
architect of the 1998 bombing of the American
Embassies irr Kenhya and Tanzania and the suspect-
ed sponsor of the attacks against the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon.

The United States fired several dozen Tomahawk
cruise missiles at his itraining camps in
Afghanistan. There was no risk to American per-
sonnel; unfortunately for the Pentagon, there was
little risk to the terrorist leadership aither.

That approach is now clearly in the process of
being abandoned. The analogy between this week's
terrorist attacks and Pearl Harbour is apt in one
sense. The attacks have shaken Yhe American public
and the Pentagon Jeadership. Strategies and tactics
that seemed unthinkable just weeks ago are think-
able now.

"Forget about the criise missiles," said Francois
Heishourg, a French military expert and the incom-
ing chairman of the International Institute for
Strategic Studies. "The only thing that is worth

In August, 1998 Prasident Bili Clinton ordered cryjse missit
sitikas against Afghanistun andSugan in retuliation far the
oariior bimitings of US dmbazsies in Mairobi and Dar ag Salgam,

Pragidant Clinton also prdarad A sirlke against rag in June (993
* for an alieged pliot o assassinate fotmer President Genrgs Bush
i6 Kuwalt vwo monivs oarlier. The oruiae tissite strike demaged
: thir Bughdad hoadguacters of tw (raqi infefiigence sarvice.
ud The Pentagon dascrinad the strike 25 a “dobilitating fiaw” (o the
| nerve cantre of Saddam Husswn's torrodst agtivities abroad.

The US aleo used British baes to taunch a raid on Libya in 1936,
6 respansa ta the bombing of a Berlin discothegue in whigh an -
. hmerican soidier was killed. On orders ab Pregident Ronald

thinking about niow is how to dismantle ang eradi-
cate the organization that brought the terrorism
about. You can use air power in support of joint mii-
itary operations. But the coalition that takes on the
terrorists has to actually send in people with ;s
and that means taking high risks."

For the better part of & year Secretary of Defense
Donald H. Rumsield has been overseeing one review
after another as the Pentagon struggled to define a
compelling post-cold-war mission and force §tryc.
ture for the American military Now the devastating
attacky this week have given if a mission: stopping
terrorist attacks and eliminating terrorist eells
around the world. The Pentagon will likely have
most of the resources it wants. Congress seems cer-
tain to give the Pentagon the money it wants ta
update its conventional furces, at the very least.

It is certainly wrong to think that the threat of ter-
rorism can be addressed through military force
alone. There is a role for diplomacy in marshalling
international pressure against regimes that shelter
terrorists. There s also a need for iImproved securt-
ty at home, But it seems cortain that the Pentagon
will develop plans to punish state sponsors of ter-
rorism with air strikes. air and sea cinbargoes and,
in extreme cases, the use of ground iroups.

Punishing terrorist groups in the remote terrain s
af distant countries like Afghanistan will reguire i
rapid military operations to maintain some element
of surprise. It may require repeated raids as they
mave from country to country

Conventional hombing of military headguarters
and furces - the strategy the United States employed )
with considerable success during the Kosove cam-
paien - may not work because terrorist cells often
have no permanent headguariers or armour ahd
their forces can easty disperse. So taking on the ter-
rorists may mean the use of groting troaps support-
£d by air power,

Because speed may be crucial and infrastructure
may be sparse, thase ground forces will need top be
more mobile than the heavy armour divisions rhat
took months to deploy for the 1991 war with Iraq.

Paratroopers, lelicopter assault units and special
forces could have a eritical role. Their aim would be
strike fast and tiven withdraw,

Such attacks could well mean casualties. "Forget
about aveiding casualties," said John Keegan, the
British military historian. "Air power can play its
part, but this is not a conventional enemy”

There has been a lIong-standing assumption at the
Pentagon that the American public would not toler-
ate significant casualties. The Pentagon boasied
that it did nat lose a single soldier in combat daring
the Kosove campaign as if that was as {mportant as

the mission of evicting Yugoslav troops from the
province, With the palitical stakes so high, the United States may

The loss of just 18 United States soldiers durtngan be obliged tc  seek  unconventiohal partners,
ill-planned operation to capture clansmen in Soma- Afghanistan is remote from NATO's bases. Access to

lia Jed the United States to abandon its mission in bases or aitfields in Russia, once untthinkable, or Pak-
istan, problematic because of its relations with the Tal-

perhaps even UNNEcessary.

Now that terrorism has reached the American politi-
cal and economic centres, inhabiting the minds of
Americans in 4 way that is altogether new, the stakes
have soarved. Terrorism is ne longer a foreign policy
issue; it is centrai domestic issue.

take the fight to the terrorist cells in Afghanistan.

Military raids might not succeed in capturing a ter-
rorist like Mr bin Laden. But they would show that there
are few sanctuaries and would disrapt his terrorist net-
work, at least for a while. In that sense, the advocates of
using force acknowledge that the military option is also
a test of wills,

“The terrorists think democracies are soft,” Mr Kee-
gan sald, "And of course they are soft most of the time.
But when they get aroused they are far more resolute

* and harsher than an authoritarian system."

Text of US juint resolution
allowing malitary action

Following is the text of a ragolution aporoved by the
House and Senate Friday authorizing military action
against the tesrorists who attacked the Unitad States
an Tuesday: :

JDINT RESDLUTION

To authacize the yse of United States Armed Forces
against thase raspopsible for the recent attacks
taunched against the United States.

WHEREAS, on September ((, 2001, acts of treachsr-
ous violence were committad against the United States
and its citizgns; ang

WHEREAS, such acts render it both necessary ang
apnropriate that the United States exercise its right to,
self-dafense and to protect United States citizens beth
at heme and abroad, andg

WHEREAS, in light of the threat to the nationa) segy-
rity and foreign poficy of the United Stafes possd by
these grave acts of violence, and

WHEREAS, such acts confinue to pose ah unusyal
and extraordinary threat to the national sscurity ang
fareign poficy of the United States.

WHEREAS the president has autharity under the
Constitution 10 take actlon to deter and prevent acts pj
fnternationaf terrorism against the United Srates,

Hesoived by the Senate and the Houas of Reprasen-
tatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled,

Section {.

SHORT TITLE

This joint resolution may be cited as the “Authoriza-
tion of Use of Military Force”
Jection 2.

AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OF UNITED STATES
ARMED FORCES

(2 That the President iz authorized to yge alf neces-
sary and approgriate force against those natians, arga-
nizations, of persons ha determines planned, autho-~
rized, committed, or sided the serrorint atsacks tha
oucurred on Segtember i, 2001, or harbored such arga-
nizations or persans, in order to prevent any future acrs
of international tervorism against the United Stateg by
such nations, ofganizations or persons.

{b} War Pawers Resolution Requirements

(13 SPECIFIC STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION: Consig-
tent with Section 8(a) (1) of the Way Powars Rasofution,
the Congress daclares that this sectien is intended tg
<onstitute specific starutery autharizattan within the
meaning of Section 5(b) of the War Powers Resolution.

(2) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER REQUIREMENTS:

Simon Reeve and Giles Foden
London

cell In the “Supermax” prison
Yust outside the little town of Flo
rence, Colavado, is the Youhg terrorist
mastermind who may have provided
much of {he inspiration for the

Behmd bars in a small conceete

appalling serles of attacks on the US,

Ramzi Yousef, the British-educated
extremist who planned the 1993 homp-
ing of the World Trade Centre, is held

on the Most secure wing of the mast

secure prison in the US. His leader-

ship of the previous atfack on New
York guarantees him his place in the
dark annals of history Yousef buillt a

vast bomb and haoped to topple one of

the twin towers of New York's most
heavily populated office complex into
the other, aiming for 250,000 fatalities -
equivalent ta thase inflictad an Japan
by the American atomic attacks on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

His plan failed when he ran out of
money for explosives and hig conspir-
atovs planted the homb hext to the
wrong suppart structiure within the
basement of the building, But Yousef
alsa masterminded the Bojinka plat,
an audacious plan to simuitaneously
destroy 12 airliners over the Pacific
ocean and fly a syicide bomber in a
plane into the side of the CIA head-
quarters in Langley, Virginia. The
Kuwaiti-harn  terrorist developed
undetectable liquid nitroglyeerine
bombs that could be hidden in contact
lens bottles, and plotted to kill the
Pope and President Bill Clinton.

L}}re the recent attacks, Yousef's
Bolinka plot was supposed to be &
series of bombings marked by metiow.
tous planning and preparation,

But the plan was discovered when
chemicals Yousef was mixing In g
Manila kitchen caught fire and he had
to flee to Pakistan. Eveniually he wag
caught and extradited back 10 the 1S,
As an FBI helicopter tack him to a cel
ot Manhattan, Bill Gavin, the head of
the FBI in Mew York, leant forward
and eased Yousef’s blindfeld AWAY
from his eyes. “Look down there,” he
said to Yousef, gesturing towards the
twin towers. "They're still standing.”
Yousel squinted and looked out of the
window. “They wouldn't be if 1 had

ist Task Force assembled to hunt for
the perpetrators of the carpage, they
will doubtless have recalled Yousef
and wonder whether his squnrter‘S'
are continuing his fight pven ag Yousef

is held behind bars,

To Yousef and other terrorists, the
WTC had huge symbolic vahie. Stand.
ing tall at the southern tip of Manhat-

tan island, dominating the New York
skyline, the buildings symbolised
bommerclal power and the core Amer-
fcan values of hard work ang SUCCRSS.
Mare than 150,000 People work in pr
visit the complex every day For any
terrorist wanting to inflict 4 devastar
Ing blow on the US psyche and cause
Vast numbers of casualties, there is no
better target,

The attacks have many similarities
with Yousef's WT¢ hombing and his
campaign of terror. Both required an
ERormous amount of preparation and
p}apmng. To hijack one plane in the
United States js difficult, but to hijack
two or three simultaneously is not
twice or three times as hard, byt 100
times as difficuit. To further link the
hijacks with other explosions will
have required numerous terrorists ali
willing to give their lives o thetr cho-
sen cause.

In the immediate aftermath of yes.
terday’'s attack much attention was
paid to a supposed claim of responsi-
bility made by a smal) Palestinian
group. Just as in 1993 (when the
authorities recefved 69 claimsg within
seven hours) dozens more will be
made, and most of them can be dis-
counted. Given the scale of planning
and resources required for the
attacks, the likeliest perpetrators are
a renegade state or a large terrorist
group. But the apparently suicidal
nature of the airline attacks reduces
the list of the likeliest perpetrators to
Just one: the supporters of the Saudi
disgldent Osama bin Laden, now liv-
ing with the Talivan in Afghanistan.

Although Bin Laden s now more of
a cult leader, inspiring terrorists to
commit acts rather than actually con-
trolling them, his followers view mar-
tyrdom &8s an essentia) element of
their struggle. Back In the gard ¥ 19905
it was Bin Laden who, FBI and Pak-
Istan! investigators believe, provided
financial agsistance ang guidance to
Yousef before sending him off to
Arnerica to lead the World Trade Cenr-

Int truth, the Americans dg
no
know how to stop By Laden anér:&ll{
lar terrorist attacks. “In the t, we-
were fighting terrorists wity an
organisationa) structure and some

release of potitic] risp »
Oliver Revel], for!ger FPP?IF sfieggjtw
director. According to Reveli Youse¥
and Bin Laden are the firgt of a new
breed of tarrorists Who are more diff)
cult to dea] with, ~ ey Wwant nothin :
less tpan the overthrow of the WBstg
and sinee that's not £0ing to happen
they just want to punish,” '

and Israell Mossad, and

agents, is that the world 1§°:5“£§s§:?3
the da»gn of 3 new age of “stupertey.
rorism o when men with no mora)
restrictions op mags killing wil) use
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Don't equate

uate te

ITOriSm

with Islam, says Govt
=

HT Correspondent W ) _
Netw Delhi, September 15 7\ LT

THE GOVERNMENT today em-
phasised that terrorism sheould
not be equated with Islam as
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
pavee assured an all-party meet-
ing that the Centre would keep
“national interest” in mind
while dealing with the unfolding
scenario following the terrorist
strikes in the United States.

“Qur action will be guided by
this consideration.” he reported-
1y told a meeting of 30 leaders
representing 22 parties, includ-
ing Congress and the Left, which
wanted to know the Govern-
ment’s stand and preparations
over two critical issues -— a pos-
sible US request for logistical su-
pport and the implications of a
probable war in India’s neigh-
bourhood.

Dispelling their apprehen-
stons that his Government had
given a blank cheque for an
American operation from India
ta root gut terrorism, the Prime
Minister urged the leaders not to
go by media speculations.

Other than stating that the US
has not scught Indian heip in wa-
ging a war against terrorism, the
Government gave little away dur-
ing the 85-minute meeting. The
PM as much as said this when he
said it was not possible to speak
in detail at a gathering aimost
the size of a public meeting.

Briefing reporters about the
meeting, where the leaders urged
the Government to adopt strate-
gies in consonance with national
interests and international laws,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pramod Mahajan admitted that
“the parties said the situation is
very complex and it can get even
more complicated in the days to
conme and urged the Government
to be careful in reacting to the
scenario as it unfolds™.

Asked if the meeting had
“authorised” Vajpayee t¢ handle
the situation, Mahajan said hoth-
ing of the sort was sought by the
Government. But he stressed the

nvb

AP PHOTO

Schoolchildren at a peace march in New Delhi on Saturday.

parties had supported the Gov-
ernment’s initiatives so far — a
point immedjately discounted by
CPI(M) leader H 8 Surjeet, who
said the Left had opposed the
Government’s move to offer
logistical facilities within India
and to participate in the pro-
posed US military action.

But in a signal that all were
united in battling terrorism, the
country would observe Septem-
ber 18 as a nationat solidarity day

against terrorism with a twoe-mi-
nute silence at 30.30 am — the
time the WTC towers collapsed.
Since September 11. Mahajan
said, India was in constant touch
with US, China, Russia, France
and UK. While the Congress,
Left, RJD and SP pointed ta the
far-reaching implications a war
could have on the economy, NDA
allies like the JD(D) and the
INLD were ready to authorise the

PM to take any necessary action. -~
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Osama not to_blame: Tallban

By B. Muralidhar Reddyr M

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 14. Striking a tough posture against
any passible retaliation by the U.S., the Taliban to-
day not only denied the involvement of Osama bin
Laden in the attacks in the U.5. on Tuesday but also
maintainted that it would take revenge in the event of
strikes against Afghanjstan.

The Taliban Ambassador in Pakistan, Mullah Ab-
dut Saleem Zaeef, released a three-paragraph state-
ment issued by the supreme leader of the Taliban,
Mullah Mohammad Ormar, at a crowded news con-
ference here giving a “'clean chit” to Osama.

The burden of the statement, the first by Mullah
Omar since the horrific incidents, sought to argue
that it was unjust to link Osama with the attacks as
he lacked the capacity to do so. “The event itself is
indicative of the acquittal of Osama because he has
no pilots. Where did he train them? Training of pilots
is the work of a running Government and only such
Government has the capacity to do so. [n Afghan-
istan, there is no possibility for the training,” the
staternent said.

The defiant mood of the Taliban regime vis-a-vis
Osama is bound to put the military Government in
Pakistan in a spot. It is a clear indication that the
time of reckoning has arrived tor Islamabad. As the
pressure from the U.S. and the rest of the world
mounts, the Musharraf Government may be left
with little option but to rethink about its closest ally,

Taliban.
Mu]la%s based his defence of Osama en-

-1

tirely on this argument dnd d” ged that any effort to
link the Saudi fugitive withodt justification to the
incidents of Tuesday would be an ‘international of-
fort”, The staterment did not deal with any other
aspect related to the demands of the international
community vis-a-¥is Osama or the Taliban, 1 ended
with an appeal that “everyone should be wise
enough to think [independently)”.

In response to quesfions by international media
personnel who have descended on Islamabad in the
last two days, the Ambassador reiterated the well-
known position of Taliban on subjects such as the
extradition of Osatna or his alleged activities of ex-
porting jehad. He ruled out the extradition of Osama
unless conclusive evidence was provided on the
charges against hir.

Mullah Zaeef also denied reports that Osama was
under house arrest. He, however, said the Taliban
had restricted his contact with the outside world,
making it difficult for him to run any kind of global
network. Osama had no fax, Internet connection ot
sateilite phones.

This has been the stated position of the Taliban
for some time now. In the past, whenever the media
published purported statements of Osama, this was
the argument advanced by the Taliban.

In a related development, a spokesman of Mulialh
Omar has been quoted as saying in Kabul: “We are
ready to pay any price to defend ourselves and to use
atl means to take revenge.” It was in response to o
question whether the Taliban was anticipating any
attack by the U.S.

T™™FE HINDOD
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ough days ahead,

warns Vajpayee y
d |

¢
HT Correspondent }U\/v
New Delhi, Septemnber 14
ATAL BIHARI Vajpavee today
said Governments supporting ter-
rorism and offering terrorists
their territorv as bases shouid be
held “whelly accountahle”, Tn his
address to the nation, he asked
Indians to brace for the economic
fallout of the coming internation-
al response to terrorism that
“conld take place in our vicinity™”.
Without naming Pakistan or
Afghanistan, the Prime Minister
said India’s neighbeurheood is a
terrorism hub where religious
war has been proclaimed as an
instrument of state policv. He
called upon the world community
to unitedly face this “scourge”.
While preparing the nation for
the consequences of the US
tragedy in the region, Vajpavee,
however, steered clear of commit-
ments of an operational nature in
the event of Washington seeking
help for its avowed sirike on the
Taliban. He merely reiterated
India’s cooperation in the investi-
gations into the unprecedented

A\

OIL SURCHARG

THE PRIME Minister did not dabo-
rate on the “harsh measures”, but
Petroleum Ministry sources said one
option could be a surcharge on
petroleum products to limit the sub-
sidy burden and cut the oil pool
account deficit. A similar surcharge
was imposed during the Gulf War in
18991 HTC, New Dathi

terrorist strikes.

The warning signals sounded
by ihe PM in terms of possible
economic and security implica-
tipns for the region indicated a
deeper Indian involvement in the
event of a multilateral campaign
against Afghanistan.

New York trip off:Vajpayee's
visjt to New York for the UN Gen-
eral Assembly was officially
called off on Friday India has
decided not to add to the strain of
the US authorities by asking for
security for the PM at a time
when its resources are deployed
in search and rescue operations.
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(I/ dia pledges support 1o f|ght terrorism

._1_ .

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 14. The Govern-
i ment today strongly signalled that
India was willing to help “in every
poussible way” the global fight
l against terrorism  even as it
| pressed Its long-held view that
. terrorist acts agdinst any one
I country cannot be seen as prob-
! lems of that country alone.
| The increasing overlap of inter-
I nal security matters with external
| issues in relation to terrorism was
| significantly undertined when the
new J.S. Ambassador, Mr. Robert
| Blackwill, met the Union Home
Minister, Mr L.K.Advani, at his
i North Block office this evening.
i Earlier, he presented his creden-
j tials to the President, Mr. K.R. Na-
| rayanan.
Hours before Mr. Blackwill met
I Mr. Advani — where the faltout of
the horrendous events of Tues-
day’s terrorist attacks on the 11.8.
I was discussed — the Home Min-
| istee received the Israeli envoy,
Ir. David Aphek.
| At the 45-minute meeting with
i Mr. Blackwill, the entire gamut of
issues relating to security where
the two countries could cooper-
ate closely came up for discus-
' sian. Emerging from the meeting,
b M. Blackwill said he “welcomed
the closer cooperation’ between
the two countries te combat glob-
al terrorism’™ and Mr. Advani
' stated that “‘there was no ques-
' tion of holding back”.
i Coincidentally, today was ob-
" served as the American National
. Day of Remembrance for the vic-
1 tims of terrorist attacks on New
York. Mr. Blackwill had remarked
there that by “working together”,
Indiz and the 11.5. could prevail
against rerrorism. He has post-
poned his return te Washington
for consultations and jndicated
that he would remain here “to
work with my Indian colleagues
to counter the terrorist scourge’ .

The President, Mr. K.R. Naravanan, receiving credentials from
the Ambassadowdemgnate of the U.S., Mr. Robert D. Blackwill,
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Friday. — PTI

Both at the level of the Govern-
ment and at the level of the main
ruling party, the BJP, there were
strong indications that India
would do everything possible not
to aliow loss of momentum to the
new global determination to fight
terrorism ‘‘together.” At the same
time, there was a note of 'sadness’
that for many yvears India’s voice
against the dangers of terrorism,
especially when it is practised in
the name of religion. was not
heard as well as it should have
been. It was emphasised again
and again by the Government and
the party thaf not only those di-

rectly involved in terrorist acts,
but also those (countries) har-
bouring and aiding terrorists
should be punished.

It was indicated that already
there was active sharing of intebli-
gence over terrorist activities, ter-
rorist training camps across the
border and groups that were op-
crating in Jammu and Kashmir
and elsewhere. Whilc the Govern-
ment was willing to participate in
any global action against terror-
ism, it was made amply clear that
this should not be seen as a sign
of weakness, for India had been
single-handedly  fighting  the

de'udl\ proxy war in the Valley for
over 2 decade and was capable of
carrving on its own hattle. Al
though the serial blasts in Mum-
bai in March 1993 may not have
been as deadly as the strikes in
New York. it was a poinrer tn the
chaos that the terrorist groups
tried to bring abour in the heart of
India’s commercial capital.

Top <ources in the Govermmeng
today indicated that india was
waiting to sce what concrete ac-
tion the .5, was planning, While
India would have no hesitation in
coaperating, it would like to see
“the situation handled in a man-
ner that would alse be beneficial
to us”. Fven before the New York
tragedy India had set up joint
working groups to eombat terror-
ism with several countries.

By going along with America,
Indiy would not be putting all ity
eggs in one basket, it was hinted.
After all, terrorism had now dem-
onstrated that even the super-
power was not invineible. The
situation had changed dramat-
teally and it was no longer a ques-
tion  of some ugly incidents
happening in some part of the
Third Warld which could casily be
ignored by the First World.

The BIP leaders were more di-
recl. The party general secretary,
Mo Narendra Madi, said, CAmer-
ican  President  George  Bush
should ask Pakistan why it har-
boured thase responsible lor the
Mumbai blasts of 1993 and why
the hijackers of the Indian Air-
lines plane 1w Randahar also
feund shelter there” The parnty
wanted the LS, to Uspecify how it
will punish Pukistan”. Another
general  secretary,  Ms. Maya
Singh, said the terrorist attacks on
the U.S. presented a grim chal-
lenge to humanity “which we
have to accept™, 1t is for ¢vervone
to strengthen international o
ion agains! {errorism  at
root it out.
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HE TERRORIST attack on the

United States will evoke a me-

dley of emotions — anger, sor-

row, disgust, hatred, fear and the
like. At this juncture, it is best to recall the
words of Abraham Lincoln. In a memora-
ble speech he said that a potentate sent
his finest scholars in search of the great-
est words of wisdom. They went to the
East {India?) and came back with the
words “This too shall pass away’’, mean-
ing however great or horrific anvthing
may be, that too will come to an end.
This wave of terrorism too (and the rage
and hatred behind it) will come to an
end. [n the ultimate analysis, the terror-
ists will not succeed.

Evidently, people in Palestine do not
agree, They have been jubilant. Similar
feelings must be widespread in many
parts of the Islamic world. At the same
time, even the Taliban has found it expe-
dient to disassociate itself from this at-
tack. That is interesting.

On the ane hand, most Islamic funda-
mentalists, particularly, the hotheads
among them, are tikely to become more
enthused about terrorism. On the other,
Islamic rulers, even those who have been
patronising terrorism, are likely to hold
back. Distressed at the lack of enthusi-
asin on the parts of their leaders, with
faith in the power of terrorism magnified
by the success of this attack, extremists
may like to take over the reins them-
selves.

History has shown again and again
that those rulers who patronise terrorism
themselves fall victims to the same brand
of terrorism. So, it is probable that rulers
of extremist [slamic countries who have
been promoting terrorism are in greater
danger of their lives than Western rulers
are. :

There is much admiration for the skill
with which the attacks werc carried out.
However skilied and coordinated the at-
tacks might have been, it is nevertheless
a skill of a very low order — it cannot
design, even build a 767 aircraft. These

terrorists, their supporters have not yet
realised that destruction requires a far
jower order of intelligence than creativity
does.

So, they do not deserve the praise that
has been heaped on them. Islamic fun-
damentalists may think rhey have done
well. They need look no farther than Af-
ghanistan to know that destructive skills
do not make a nation prosperous.

World terrarism is not divisible. If in-
dia is attacked by terrorists, it is the world
that is attacked; ultimately evervone in

. Dealing with 1|
W \<\°\

]_3_¥_ P. V. Indire§§1n
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At this juncture we are liable to for
must not forget that the antidote to
is not more violence but curir

the underlying disease.
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the world including those in the U5, will
suffer. If the West had been sensitive 1o
what India has been going through for
the past several vears, it would not be
suffering as much as it is doing now.

However, if Islamic fundamentalists
have their blind spots, so do have the
rulers of the West. They are unkikely to
take Pakistan-sponsored terrorism seri-
ously,

Ostensibly, property disputes, in Pal-
estine, Kashmir and elsewhere are the
justification for lslamic terrorisi. Will
peace be established if Ralestinians are
given the territory they want and Kash-
mir is handed over to Pakistan? It is more
than likely that such concessions will on-
ly whet the appetire of Islamic funda-
mentalists.

For instance, in the Fconornic and Po-
ltical Weekly (December 2, 2000), Samar
Abbas has written: “Indeed, within the
Kashmir Study Group proposal for the
communal trifurcation of Kashmir lies
the seed for a final solution to the Hindu-
Mosiem problem all across South Asia,
Perhaps, the Hindus may wish to set
aside 12 per cent of the territory of the
Indian Union for Muslims who form 12
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India already fighting
w0 aterrorism: ‘Advani

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH:, SEPT. 14. Asserting that
the country had been making sys-
tematic efforts to counter the
threat of terrorism, the Union
MHome Minister, Mr., L.K. Advani,
today said that India had already
set up Joint Working Groups
(JWGs) with five countries, in-
cluding the 11.5., to fight the men-
ace.

“Threat of terrorism is not
against one particular country. [t
is a menace against the entire civ-
ilised world. Democracies across
the globe are threatened by ter-
rorism,” the Home Minister told

presspersons after launching a
Hindi learning software here.

“We have forged ties with other
democracies and made systernat-
ic efforts in the past few years 10
counter the threat of terrorism,
We have already set up JWGs
against terrorism with the U.S.,
the UK., Canada, GGermany and
Israe).”

" India already fighting

He said the first war of 21 st cen-

tury possibly began on Seprember
11 for the U.5., but India had been
facing terrorism for the past sev-
eral vears. “"We saw a trailer in
Mumbai in March 1993 when 253
innocent people lost their lives in
serial blasts.”




* DESIKAN THIRUNARAYANAPURAM
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

. WASHINGTON, Sept. 14. -
The CIA has been authorised
i since 1998 to use covert means
to disrupt and pre-empt terrorist
operations planneq by Saudi ex-
tremist Osama bin Laden under
a directive signed by President
Bill Clinton and reaffirmed by
. President George W. Bush this
' year, government sources here
told The Washington Post.
Several times this year, US in-
telligence has observed the
. Sandi multimillionaire and ter-
rorist who is thought to be hid-
ing in the mountains of Afgha-
nistan, a source told the Post.
But pointing to Bin Laden’s

I TS

Hell of a targeting problen’

\

exact location had been diffi-
cult. “We have a hell of a tar-
geting problem,” the source
said, adding that Pentagon aun-
alysts are attempting to match
current intelligence with mili-
tary capabhilities contained in
contingency plans for striking
terrorist groups.

Those analysts, the source said,
are trying to determine whether
to attempt to strike Bin Laden
directly, or to target military ac-
tion against his aides, training
camps, or the broader globhal
network known as Al Qaeda,
which has connections to other
West Asia terrorist groups.
Another source said last night
that intelligenee gathered since
Tuesday's attacks indicates

that Bin Laden’s camps in Ai-
ghanistan, and his other train-
ing ecentres throughout West
Asia, are now virtually empty.
The information on Bin Laden
came as the Bush administra-
tion on Thursday singled out
the Islamic militant as a prime
suspect in Tuesday's cata-
strophic terror attacks and
vowed a comprehensive milita-
ry campaign to demolish terro-
rist networks and topple re-
gimes that harbour them. .
“It’s not just simply a matter of
capturing people and holding
them accountable, but remov-
ing the sanctuaries, removing
the support systems, ending

W See OSAMA: page 8~

THE STATESMAR
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AS A victim of terrorism for more than a
decade, India has reasons to welcome the
recognition of this menace by the interna-
tional community after the devastation in
America. That the acknowledgement of a
peril which has long been evident in this
country should have come at such a terrible
cost is something to be regretted. But India,
too, has paid a heavy price in the last 10 years
in Kashmir, which has lost its reputation as a
tourist paradise because of the insurgency.
Other parts of India have also borne the
brunt of terrorist attacks. Both the civilians
and the security forces have suffered.

None of this, however, had an impact on
world opinion presumably because the terror-
ist outrages in Kashmir were seen as a con-
tinuation of the kind of disturbances which
India has experienced in the North-east and
for a time in Punjab. It is also possible that
since India has witnessed many other kinds
of violence as well, such as communal riots
and casteist feuds, apart from the depreda-
tions of the Naxalite gangs, the international
community was not bothered too much about
what was happening in Kashmir. There was

wiu e politics of hate.

2 & Seize the moment

\A\C\‘

also a misperception abou\st e events in
Kashmir being a struggle for self-determina-
tion. It was believed that all would be
well if only the Indian security forces
withdrew After what has happened in the
US, however, the nature of the subversion
in Kashmir should become apparent to
the rest of the world.

The jehadis, however, have never made any
secret of their objective, which has nothing to
do with ‘freedom’ for the Kashmiris, Their
aim is the establishment of a Taliban-style
rule, The threat posed by them is manifold —
to democracy, to multiculturalism and even to
the concept of a ‘moderate’ Islamic state
which Pakistan claims to represent. Now,
however, India's cry in the wilderness is like-
1y to he taken more seriously. New Delhi
should seize the moment and present to the
outside world the information it has atout
the terrorist training camps in Pakistan and
Afghanistan and the militants’ modes of
operation, including the support provided by
the 1SI. Since the menace has been identified,
no effort should be spared to ensure its

complete eradication. S

HE HINDUSTAN Taey

14 Sep 2



AN

response to

By Rashmee Z. Ahmed \ ()
Times News Network ‘A \ \

LONDON: The day after th
world stopped work and play to
watch America under attack,
Britain began leading the interna-
tional effort to build a cousensus in
support of any responsc consid-
ered by the IS L W\ -

“The 11S. may have been singled
out, but the attack is aimed at afl of
us,” declared a stern British Prime
Minister Tony Blair minutes before
he spoke to ULS. President George
Bush, Mr Blair announced that he
had been speaking to the leaders of
Frapce, Ruassia, Germany and
Belgiwim to coordinate a response
from the “whole free and demo-
cratic world to the new menace of
mass terrorism”.

Referring to the “close coopera-
tion of British intefligence agen-
cies” with their American counter-
parts in identifying the “machinery
of terronism, where and how they
operate  and how they are
financed”, Mr Blair repeated that
Britain would walk shoulder-to-
shoulder with the US. 10 “tackle
this attack on the whole world™.

Wracked by fears that it will be
the nexi target, Britain has virtual-
1y gone into war mode, stopping all
flights across central London, put-
ting the capital's government and
financial buildings on maximum
alert, and, more crucially, recalling
Partiament from its summer break.

Mr Blair's Downing Street office

UK will support U.S.

terrorism

—
was ovacuated on  Wednesday
morning on account of a security
alert even as he convened an emer-
gency meeting of senior govern-
ment ministers along with the
heads of British intelligence agen-
cies MI3 and MI6 to discuss practi-
cal offers of help and expertise to
the US.

Toby Dodge of the Royal
Mstitute of International Affairs
told this newspaper, “Britain's
msistence on coilectivisation of a
response looks as though it is play-
ing for time. They want to make
sure that 3t is not seen as a civilisa-
tional war, which could be disas-
trous.”

Meanwhile, British foreign sec-
retary Jack Straw attended an
emergency European Union meet-
ing in Brussels to discuss his call for
*much, much further co-ordinated
international action.” Bound 1o the
Trans- Atlantic ragedy not just by
wall-to- wall television coverage
but ties of blood, politics, econom-
ics, rhetoric and a heightenad per-
ception of threat, Europe’s finan-
cial hub, London, went to work in a
sombre mood. A minute’s silence
was held across financial institu-
tions with no one daring to reckon
up the human cost.

The atmosphere was especially
grime in the London offices of
Moipan Stanley and Citigroup,
both of which suffered in the
attacks on the World Trade Cenure
in New York.

.- -
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Afro-Asian Games
HT Correspondent \b‘\o\

New Deihz Sep.tember 13
THE AFTRO-ASIAN Games that
was to be held in New Delhi
between November 3 and Novem-
ber 11 has been postponed indefi-

Security (CC8) taok this decision
at a meeting held today to take
stock of the situation foliowing
terrorist strikes in the US.

As for Indian participation in
the SAF Games in Pakistan, the
meeting considered the question
but held back a formal
announcement on the matter
until it was clear whether the
host country itself was inclined
to go ahead with the event.

At the CCS meeting, Finance
Minister Yashwant Sinha is
understood to have briefed the
participants on the impact of
the events in the US on the coun-
try’s economy Sinha pointed cut
that the Indian economy was
stinrdy enough to withstand such
a crisis,

The CCS meeting was attend-
ed among gthers by Home Minis-
ter LK Advani, External Affairs

» Minijsier Jaswant Singh, Plan-
ning Commission Deputy Chair-
man KC Pant and Finance Minis-
ter Yashwant Sinha. National
Security  Advisoer  Brajesh

Mishra, the three service chiefs
and heads of intelligence agen-

cies were also present, “

\ e

r AP FRTO
{ Two American soidiers stand guard on Thursday outside a ¢closed New York store that displays a poster
capturing the national mood.
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in Laden @ Dlplomats flee Kabul, Islamabad

ljackers were
) Laden men
trained in US’

ington, Septernber 13

IRAL AGENCIES have said
Jackers who engineered the
1 Trade Center and Penta-
drikes were followers of
-4 bin Laden and at least
ijacker on each of the jets
-ained in the UJS.
record 4000 FBI agents
1out across the nation lock-
r accomplices of the 20-odd
ers, raiding hotel rooms,
g records frem pilet train
100ls, searching rental cars
ternet servers, and check-
wres of eredit carrd records
rhine: prssmnger lists
Wobundght, 2everal poople,
the auursrities declined to
fv. bad been detained an
s of immigration viola-
nd were being questioned.
Us said the hijacking
were coordinated by one
ising commander who
been identified yet.
¢ 50 accomplices of the
rs have been identified. Of
7are from West Asia. Offi-
iid they knew who these
were, but declined to pro-
;ir names or nationalities.
hijackers have been
ed. Among them are Md
1) and Marwan al Shehli
#th were students at a
shool in Venice, Florida.
o are believed to have
Germany for some time.
ittas in Hamburg have
at apartment linked to

t five men are under
atien in Union City Offi-
id they had apparently
ameras near the Hudson
nd panned them cn the
‘rade Center. They pho-
ed the attacks and were
wave congratulated each
er the strikes.

lington. Texas, hunt is !

Moatuz
cleric who was Imam
lamic Society of Arling-

has been linked to
front groups for at least

s are homing in on leads
1. At a hotel in Boston’s
square, pelicemen and
s experts swarnied the
*just after 1 pm and took
¥o men in custody

s New York Times and
USA Today

al-Hailak, an |

HT Correspondents
Washington/Islamabad,
September 13

THE US ambassador to Pakistan
today met Gen Pervez Musharraf
and bluntly told him to pressure
the Tatiban into handing over
Osma bin Laden to her Go‘,ern
ment.

Ambassador Wendy Chambet-
lain painted a grim picture of the
consequence of not heeding the
US request. sources said. In what
could be perceived as a panic
reaction to the US plainspeak,
Musharraf went on TV for a sec-
ond time and pledged “unstinted
ceoperation with George Bush,
All countries must join hands in
the struggle against rerrorism.”

Later. talking to Pakistan TV
journalists, Chamberlain said:
“The discussions were direct and
to the point. The President
pledged his cooperation.”

Even as the General, caught
between a rock and a hard place
by Tuesday’s terror strikes in the
1S, intensified efforts to persuade
Kabul to extradite Osama, con-

flicting reports emanated from
Afghanistan saying the terror
mastermind had been put under
house arrest. BBC too ronfirmed
this. There were also reports of a
heavy build up of Pakistani
troops on the Afghan border.

A day before Chamberlain met
Musharraf, US Deputy Secretary
of State Richard Armitage sum-
moned Pakistan's Ambassadorto
Washington, Maleeha Lodhi, and

r

PAK PRESIDENT PERVEZ MUSHARRAF

US HELPLINE

A PARTIAL list of NRIs
and persons of Indian ori-
gin admitted to hespitals in
New York can be accessed
at www. indiacgny org, post-
ed by the Indian consulate
in New York.

lectured her on US expectations
from Isiamabad. “We thought it
would be appropriate 1o poine out
to Pakistani leaders that we
expect their fullest cooperation.
Reflecting the tough stance
Washington has taken against
Islamabad, Foreign Relations
Committee Chairman Joe Biden
warned: "Pakistan.., is going to
have to make a verv difficult
choice, very scon, for we are
counting. We are counting and we
are looking. Words will not be suf-
ficient. Actions are demanded.”

The General. desperate to get
out of the bind. has held as many
as five stratepv meetings with
his top Generals, Today, he went
into a huddle with his aides
apain. The last thing Pakistan
wants is to come in USA's line of
fire. For, it knows that if it tries
to play its “no-infiuence-on-the-
Taliban™ card again, it would
invite trouble.

It is common knowledge that
as many as 40 per cent ¢f the Tal-
than's fighting machine is com-
posed of fighters from Pakistan,
India has ali along been saying
that Afghan militia ranks are
packed with retired Pakstani
military officers

Musharraf is acutely aware
that close ties with Washington
are the cornerstone of his for-
eign pelicy, at the same time he
can't go against the strong wave
of fundamentalist opinion swee-
ping iz country

A S strike on Afghanistan
cordd ioad fo a surge of protests.
ihings could spin out of
contro! if he opened his bases to
the £°5. Such a situation could
mean the end of Musharraf. Pak-
Istan-warcher B Raman said.
Recourse 1o such action could
evenl spark a rebellion among his
commanders. who prop him.

), 10 & 11

W Sikhs targetted in the US

N Few survivors in debris

N Taliban under pressure

1 Will Britain be next target?

And.
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 200i

STRATEGIC MOVES TO FIGHT TERROR

INDIA'S GENUINE EMPATHY for the United
States int its long hours of agony. wrought by the
latest terrorist strikes against New York and
Washinglon, can enhance the wne and quaility
of the intensifying relationship between the two
countries. As pluralist societies, India and the
U.S. share profound democratic vatlues, The ex-
panding bilateral finkages have not so far ac-
guired the dimension of any definitive strategic

bond. Yer these ties are no less strengthened by -

the substantive and sustainable inputs of many
Indo-Americans and non-resident Indians in
American society. It is also feared that the vic-
tims of Tuesday's carnage in New York may in-
clude people with such Indian connections.
These aspects underpin New Delhi’'s expecta-
tions that Washington will in its present state of
mind recognise India as a kindred soul. Unde-
niably, New Delhi hopes that a badly shaken
Bush administration will count upon India as a
proactive altv if an international coalition
against terrorism can be formed. The reasoning
has to do with India’s long exposure o many
forms of terroristic violence, including those in-
spired by or on behalf of Pakistan in ifs strategic
gamesmanship. It is therefure that the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, has assured
the U.S, of India’s readiness 1o help advance the
ongoing investigation of an obvious anti-Amer-
ica terror campaign. Yet, if the Vajpayee admin-
istration still finds itself somewhat on the
margins of a new American thrust against in-
ternational terror, Pakistan seems to be getting
its act rogether after having made some uncon-
vincing meves tp-woo a grief-stricken America.

AN g 1;\ :\
The centrality of Pakistan to Washingtgnls

plans for a comprehensive war against interha-
rional terrorism cannot be exaggerated. Liven as
the U.S. investigators have zeroed in on the Tali-
ban-hosted Osama bin Laden as the chief sus-
pect, the Bush administration has lost no time to
stan, an old 1.5, ally. Washington’'s
persuade or coerce Islamabad to coop-

erate in the investigation of and inn a possible
retaliation against the Saudi fugitive who is also
the Taliban’s “guest” in Afghanistan. In focus at
this time is Pakistan’s perceived capability to ex-
tend intelligence and logistical support to Wash-
ington as it seeks to track down Osama bin
Laden and obliterate his suspected anti-iJ.S. ter-
ror network. Now, Pakistan’s patronage of the
Taliban in neighbouring Afghanistan is viewed
by the international community as a strategic
ground reality. Not surprisingly, therefore, Pa-
kistan’s President and Chief Execurive, Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf, is reported to have agreed to
assist Washington. Surely, it is unclear how he
might be able to do so without triggering a fun-
damencalist backlash at home. The Vajpavee ad-
ministration must not make the mistake of
reckoning that its credible attempt to join a J.S.
crusade against international terrorism may ac-
tually justify any move by India to wrn cool to-
wards Pakistan at this juncrure. Given some
signs of New Delhi’s hesitation to re-engage
Gen. Musharraf now, it needs to be underlined
that India simply cannot afford to eschew the
well-conceived efforts to build bridges with-sla-
mabad for murual benefit. -HP'H /LM

The impact of America’s new mood on West
Asia has been of a different salience. The [1.5. has
made no secret of its desire to bring under its
anti-terror umbrella some “responsible’’ Arab-
Muslim states. However, the Arab-Muslim spec-
trum, sensitive to the U.S.-Israel warmth and the
11.S.-lIran ties, has not witnessed any strategic
jockeyings similar to those that seem to have
varyingly characterised the separate moves by
New Delhi and islamabad to woo a traumatised
Washington. Any new strategic equations be-
tween West Asia and Washington might only be
determined by rhe latter's ongoing assessment
of the role of groups like the Hamas and others
in the latest terrorist outrage against Amnerica.
Washington may then comb the region to make
new friends and influence the old ones if pos-
sible.

gl
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21st centy

“WE are seeing the definition of the Z1st
century bottlefield. This is a different
kind of conflict and in a major sense
new.”

- US Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld.

RRORISM and state security
ike got a new dimengion and

vantage when Hizbollah suicide

bombers blew up the US Marine
Corps barracks and the French
paratroopers’ headquarters in Lebanon
in October 1983, killing at least 300
people and leaving scores injured. The
world woke up to a new reality - evil and
apparently invincible.
Importantly, this was distinet from an
earlier suicide incident in 1981 where 10
Irish Republic Army starved themselves
to death in 50 to 60 days. But Tuesday's
attacks on America that have surely
claimed tens of thoussnds of lives have
changed the face of terror forever. Never
did any analyst or war zone simulation
ever imagine that a passenger aircraft
would be converted into an absolute
precision-guided lethal weapon.
Here it was not one, but four aireraft
targeting not only that country's
gymbeols, but also the nerve centre of its
very establishment — the White House.
Now, while atate security faces an
unprecedented and unimaginable
challenge of suicide terrorism, the
success of the attacks comes as a shot in
the arm for terrorist and extremist
organisations.
According to Boaz Ganer of the
International Policy Institute for
Counter-Terrorism (ICT), terrorism and
guerrilla warfare often serve as
alternative designations of the same
phenomenon. The concepts of terrorism
largely draw from the concepts of
guerrilla warfare, despite the main
difference being that the former makes
no distinction between civilian, mijitary
or political targets.
For both types of perpetrators, the bible
is Chinese military strategist Sun Tzu's
3,000-year-old treatise The Art of War.
The fundamental aspect in guerrilla
warfare is the element of retreai or
withdrawal or escape after a strike.
None of the three has any negative
connotation nor imply a loss of face to
these organisations. When organisations
abandon this principle element, the
nature of this terror game changes
dramatically with the suicide mission
paradoxically attaining an invincible
quality. The perpetrators ensure that
death is a precondition for the success of
their misston, Mr Ganor explained.
This being underscored to the current
awesome extent, militant organisations
will draw from this and
change their nature of war lc make
suicide terrorism a critical and
undeniable component of their idealogy.
When introduced in West Asia, with the
1983 aftacks and to some extent the
1968 aircraft hijack - first of its kind - it
was expected to heavily change the
equations between terror groups and
rival states. But it did not happen as fast
as it was thought. Now it is destined o
impact faster than anyone dare imagine,
especially, with this kind of past - till
July 2001 there have been 300 suicide
attacks in 14 countries from 17 terror

Eroups.
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The nature of the terror gam\; changes dramatically
with the suicide mission paradoxically attaining an
invincible guality. This being underscored to the
current awesome extent, militant organisations will
draw from this and change their nature of war to
make suicide terrorism a critical and
undeniable component of their ideology,
writes STANLEY THEODORE

President Bush examines the devastation at Pentagon in Arlingtos, Virginia on Wednesday,
With him is Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. — APIPTI

While this appears to be 2 con-
temporary politico-military  develop-
ment, suicide mmissions are almost a
millenniwn old. In the 11th century, two
sects, the Jewish Sicairiz ard the Islamic
Haghishiyun were notorious for snicide
attacks. In the 18th century, they were
documented on India’s south Malabar,
northern Sumatra, in Mindanao and the
Philippines. In all these placez. Muslims
carried out suicide attacks in their fight

apainst Weslern  bhegemony and
colonialism, sevs WOT eupert Yornm
Schweitzer,

The present CENAro takes on snister
overtones in view of present-day suicide
missions. On corming to power, Avatollah
Khoment  alteved the Iranian
Constitution, the highest pricrity being.
“trying to perpetuate (the Islamicl
revolution both at home and abread”
Soom his expectation that kermnded
Muslim fundamentalists and. perhaps,
cven countries would qu s slep antn
the same plunle cazue a cvopper. 1o 1495,
Iran unleashed a new approsch by
funding and arming subversive groups
wherever available and willing m the
Muslim world, {rom Egvpt 15 the
Philippircs.

fran's offort had cuch suceese that other
major sponsers of ferrerism in West
Asia, Muammar Gaddafi of Lilna and
Yasser Arafat quickly began to imilate
these methods, explained Daniel Pipes,
commentator on West Asia.

The Islamic Jihad first observed in the
early 1980s, was largely suspected io be

i
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a front of the official Iranian Intelligence.

Then the Iranian Opposition released
documents that their government had
official  organisations devoted to
premoting suicide terrorism — the first
known instance of a stale directly
involved in this concept.

By then. terrorism in general had
acquired lethal proportions with states
offering  money, arms, training,
Intelligence and even personnel to terror
groups, Such assistance and incutpora-
tinn of the suicide element is the mix
that has  been  shattering  world
confldence w dote. For instance, the
1923 US Marine bombing was done with
an unbelievable 12000 tons of TNT
packed in a Mercedes.

The Amencan Conunission that went
into the modeat wrote, “This is the
largest conventional blast ever seen by
the exp]osi ve experis comununity.”

Yuarther, to maks it absolutely devast-
ating. the TNT was mixed into awmple*i
i gas wod elhcr substances. To top it
such highly contrelied explosive material
ax hesopen and PETN were also found.
The difficult and delicate gas-
enhancement task requires the sort of
specialized  skiils  and  wealth of
cxperic EEEOE sedd by a stale, not an

cutlew crgapmaiion, wrote P]pe:

Over the past 20 yoars. it may not have
become a winning card in the hands of
terror groups mor has it turned the
balance in their favour and away from
the target states.

Sornetimes il did work to its advantage

ﬂ"ﬁ‘,
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n groups succeeded in
el from its territory,
at country was not known
her cases it has forced
¢ LTTE and the Sinhalese
and in recent years Israel

Palestine  Liberation

. is that suicide terrorism
ative connotation adversely
lic opinion and morale. The
i, after the World Trade
‘entagon is that it is bound
riven the high imitation
: of militant groups.

y may not imply another
raft ramming itself into a
nly envisages a scene from
ter Die Hard, where the
ks into a restaurant, opens
ring bombs strapped to the
highly religious words and
utton into blood, smoke and

‘st~case scenario, according
an explesive packed plane
0 the World Trade Center.
mber had taken any worst-
ic to unimaginable and
listic levels. A combination
sal terror tactics with

instances of suicide
will have a shocking
. effect on public confidence
experienced by the world

)], suicide terrorism would
fenuine strategic threat and
bly be confronted as such,
er said. This is essentially
imsfeld meant by the 21st
tlefield. There can be no
it suicide terrorism has
ol of statecraft. While the
vet to be caught, there can
g the extensive involvement
tes and their Intelligence
rrorists who carried out the
ittacks, Without that, it
yeen impossible for such ex-
rdinated and highly precise

g8, however, to concentrate
the suicide bomber afler a
e when he is eliminated, he
se replaced. Pipes says, it is
ar such states and groups to

the UBA’s responsibility to
m but India’s to extend
il support to those actions.
erhaps is here. The incident,
degrees of spectacle, will
and India cannot wish itself
raying that it be spared.
is on the psychological plane
ant as preparedness in the
and operational fields.
nment needs to tell the
nphatically and unambi-
vith the knowledge of
wnsored  terrorism and
remism from groups such as
i War Group, that suicide
ne wild nightmare.

s unfortunate but essential -
, India has to be made ready
ind later respond, with its
rietism, to suicide terrorism
itude. The time has begun.

- is Special Representative,
an, Hyderabaed.)

> .
‘ether groups, active in the 1980s; aiengmde
‘are relatively quiet now — the Natz

Party and Baath Party of Lehanon

. The leerat.wn Tlgers of’ Tamﬂ Eelam of Sri Lanka ]
cgrried oul the largést number of suicide attacks in its |

-claimed the Tives of the largest number of Ieaders in a
short time. - : .

-joperat;om Hawng'pioneer
: ts

e Kurdistan Worker’s Party (PKK) of Turkey,

Revolution or sim
Syria, Syriari Natiénalist' Party; Lebdnese
quest for statehood. It's the only group to have killed two -

world leaders ~ Rajiv Gandhi and Sri Lanka President
Ranasinghe Premadasa. Their - suicide hombers: have

83 suicide
litary

The USA wants to .tn y. ehmmate the gmup and 1ts
mlssﬂe attack on Lad Tig ]

instead sending h1s w:m::
diktats are relayed.
. Islam Res:stance

Israel”.
Arafat.
* Pale-atuuan Islamic. Jikad {PLI a(.ta in the SaIe areHs
and i4 alse contrelled by Mr Arafat. With Hamas, it vows.]
to-destroy the “Zionist state of Israel”. Israeli Inte}hgeme
and clandestine operatives haye regulatad the efhcacy of
these two groups by - :

: eliminating theit-key operatlves and military 1eaders o
stands .
fourth in suiside vperations. Until PKK leader Abduliak

It 1s ctmtrolled by Palestunan Premdent Yassez

Qcalan’s captute,. the PEKK fought fm‘ an mc{ependenhl

‘Kurdistan in south-éastern Turkey. *

" Today, it is demandinhg autonamy and equal -eultural -
rights: Women carry out most of their suicide operations.
+ Barbar Khalsa Jmerpational fBKI? in, India for“
Khatistan™ 1 has & sydall presénce in its target country
-+ India- it enjoys 4 dignificant presence m the UK and:
Canada. In Jannary .2000; when BKI ‘was planning to:

‘conduct its second suicide nperatwn the Indlan seeurity.:

forces apprehended the bember.
- « Egyptian Islamic-Jikad tELT ' :
* Gamava 1:.lamwd Jslamic {xroupj of Egypt Ib an({ hi}

are fighting for an Islamic statein Egypt. E1J leader Dr |
Ayman. AlThawahier] lives i Afghamstan and wmks'

closely with Bin Laden,
¢ Armed Islamic Group of Algerla It has staged only one .
suicide. operation as part of its ﬁght to establlsh an :
Islatnic state in A1gena i

| |
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) %{Z‘iThink it through \

Y'S terrorist attacks in the US have triggréf(l off

a clamour for a concerted global effort against terrorism
and for a massive crackdown on terrorists and states that
abet them. Well-intentioned though these appeals mav be,
governments across the giobe — and in the US in particu-
lar — would do well to examine their merits before being
carried away in the tide of outrage. Evolving a global con-
senisus on the need to combat terrorisin is easier said than
done. Such a consensus can at best be limited. For, one
nation’s “terrorists” are another’s “freedom fighters” as the
recent Indo-Pak talks highlighted only too dearly. As long
as nation states exist, they will retain their distinctive geo-
political interests and hence differences in the way they
took at the same group of people and their activities. This
is not to suggest that September 11, 2001 will make no dif-
ference to the way governments view the menace. Nations
that have thus far chosen to take a passive stance are more

likety now to take sides. That will mabilise more force and
resources against some terrorist groups, but it is nowhere
near the same thing as a concerted global effort to wipe out
the menace of terrorism, of whatever shade it may be,
The demand for a crackdown is an emotional rather than
a rational response. True, the use of force against terrorism
is unavoidable. What is questionable is the assumption that
force alone will suffice. The truth is that merely cracking
down on terrorism without addressing the question of why
it thrives is like cutting off branches of a tree while leaving
the roots alive. The roots of terrorism are, more often than
not, found in the tendency to alienate entire populations as
punishment for the crimes of a few among them. Thus all
fragis are alienated by the sanctions imposed because Saddam
Hussein ‘necds to be taught a lesson”. All Afghans have to
face the wrath of the US because they happen to be ruled by
the Taliban, which shelters Osama bin Laden. An alterna-
rive, indeed far better solution is to tackle terrorism by win-
ning over the people and isolating the terrorists. Lumping
the people’with the terrorists is to do the latter a favour. Let
us noydﬁihese merchants of terror any favours. P ;
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12 October 2000 Teprorist
bombing kills 17 US aailors
on USS Cole as it refuelled at
Aden, Yemen. Osama bin La-
den is prime suspect.

7 August 1998: Car bombs
explode outside US embassies
in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar-es
Salaam, Tanzania, killing
224 people and wounding

- thousands. Osama blamed.

25 June 1996: Truck bomb
explodes in front of Khobar
Towers in Dahran, Saudi Ara-
bia, killing 19 US servicemen

 and wounding hundreds. Sau-

di group, Hizbollah, indicted.

" 183 November 1995 Car

bomb detonates at US milita-
ry headquarters in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, killing five
American servicemen.

19 April 1995 Bomb rips
through Alfred P Murrah Fe-

. deral Building in Oklahoma
- City, killing 168 and wound-
ing more than 500. Former

US soldier Timothy McVeigh

“is convicted of carrying out
" the attack. McVeigh executed

earlier this year,

26 February 1993; A bomb
explodes in a parking garage
below the World Trade Center
in New York, killing six people
and injuring more than 1.000.

/Before the Black Tuesda

(an

A woman consoles her mother at
the Oakland international airport in
Oakland. California. — AP/PTI

Six Islamic militants convic-
ted in the bombing and sen-
tenced to life impriosonment.

21 December 1988: Pan Am
Boeing 747 explodes over
Lockerbie, Scotland, on a
flight from London to New
York, killing 270 people, in-
cluding residents of the town.
5 September 1986: Hijack-
ers seize Pan Am Jumbo jet
with 3568 people at Karachi
airport; 20 killed when secur-
ity forces storm the plane.

l_\()/Yi

8 October 1985: Crippled |
American Jew Leon Kling- '
hoffer killed by Palestinian i

militants who seize Italian ||

\

|
l

cruise liner Achille Lauro.

14 June 1985 Shia gunmen ‘\
seize a TWA Boeing 727, fore-%
ing it to Beirut, Lebanon.
They demand release of 700
Arabs held by Israel. A Us |
Navy diver is killed and 39 |
Americans are held tili they
are released on 1 July 1985 af- |
ter a Syrian mediation.
20 September 1984: Car
bomb at US embassy annexe
in east Beirut kills 16 and in- |
jures the ambassador.

|
|
|

12 December 1983: Shia ex- |,

tremists set off car bombs in |
front of the US and French em- !
bassies in Kuwait City, killing

five people and wounding 86. | |

23 October 1983: Shia swi-
cide bombers blow up French '
military headquarters and a |
US Marine barracks in Bei- '
rut, killing 241 Marines and |
58 French paratroopers. |
18 April 1983: Suicide car- |
bomber blows up US embassy '
in Beirut, killing 17 Americans.
4 November 1979 Islamic |
students storm US embassy in
Teheran; hold 52 Ameticans
hostage for 444 days. — AP
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{Terrorists

h-t

own pilots

WASHINGTON: The terrorists
w h o
crashed
planes into
t h e
Pentagon
and World
Trade
Center
(WTC)
were prob-
ably able
to over-
come the
flight crews and then fly the airlin-
ers themselves, aviation safety
experts said.

“It’s just incredible that you
have these four apparent breaches
of security,” Republican John
Mica, chairperson of the house avi-
ation subcommittee, said following
Tuesday’'s attacks, “We've seen
from today that a determind ter-
rorist isn't going to be stopped by a
metal detector and a couple of
quick guestions about who packed
their luggage,” he said.

Attorney gencral John Ashcroft
said American Airlines flight 11
that left Boston’s Logan airport for
Los Angeles “was hijacked by sus-
pects armed with knives.”

Television commentator
Barbara Olson told her husband
by cellular telephone minutes
before her flight was forced to
crash into the Pentagon that
attackers had used kunifelike
instruments to 1ake over the plane.

Current airport security systems
are desipned to catch people carry-
ing metal weapons such as guns
and knives, said David Stempler of
Air Travelers Association. And in

recent years, much effort also has

u

ised th

their

')tM

p \KA;l
been expended on developing
devices to sniff out bombs.

Darryl Jenkins, director of
George Washington University’s
aviation institute, agreed that the
easiest way 1o hijack a plane is to
board it without weapons.

“I'm a pilot,” he added. “None
of us would ever fly a plane into
the Trade Center. We would take
that bullet first. Terrorists flew the
plane instead.”

That view was shared by Jim
Burnett, a former chairman of
national transportation safety
board, who said a commercial
pilot, “even under duress, would
not do that. It would have taken
some skill on the part of whoever
was able to take over the plane.”

Gene Poteat, president of
Association of Former Intelligence
Officers, added: “They flew the
planes themselves. No pilot, even
with a gun to his head, 15 going to
fly into the World Towers.”

The Boston Herald, quoting a
source it did not identify, reported
that authorities had seized a car at
Logan airport that contained ara-
bic-language flight training manu-
als. The source said five Arab men
had been identified as suspects,
including a trained pilot.

The luggage of one of the men
who flew to the airport on Tuesday
didn’t make his scheduled connec-
tion. The Boston Globe reported
the luggage contained a copy of
the Koran, an instructional video
on flying commercial airliners and
a fuel consumption calculator,
FBI refused to comment on the
reports. (ap)

P For more stories, log on to
www.timesofindia.com
/-.J
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India hopes attacks
will unite world »*

against terrorism

“5\‘1

—————

HT Correspondent & PTI ~
Neiw Delhi, September 12

HOME MINISTER L K Advani
today hoped that the terrorist
attacks in US would help
strengthen the resolve of the
international community to
unitedly face and combat “more
effectivelv” the challenge posed
by terrorism.

In the past two vears, India
had made systematic efforts to
mobilise world opinion against
cross-border  terrorism, the
biggest challenge facing the
country “This country has been
avietim”.

The Home Minister said he did
not think a change in approach
in fighting terrorisin was need-
ed. “What is required is greater
vigilance. This matter has been
engaging our concern for quite
some time now,” he added.

Describing terrorism as “a
challenge to humanity” and “a
threat toe civilised society™,
Advani said it could be a “dan-
gerous mix” if it was combined
with religious fundamentalism.

“If a state sponsors terrorism,
then it is more dangerous,” he
added.

“This is not madness. After

sreat deal of thinking, the ter-
rorists chose the Worid Trade
Centre. the Pentagon and the
State deparument as targets. Ter-
rorisn has been used as a polisi-
val weapon and the attacks were
part of a well-planned conspira-
ey, ™ Advani told reporters here.

While watching the horren-
dous attacks on television,
Advani said he recalled the serial
homb blasts during the 1993
Mumbai riots when the siock
exchange had been targeted.

“Nobody will be able to forget
the attacks in the US, In Jammu
and Kashmir. over 10.000 tnno-
cent people have been Kkilled
since 1989 but [ will not be sur-
prised if the toll in the strikes in
New York and Washington in a
day i mare than that” the min-
ister said.

Left denounce attack: PATHO-
LOGICAL AND ideological crit-
irs of the US, the CPI(M), CP1
and the CPI-ML (LY today con-
demmned the terrorist attacks on
New York and Washington as
“inhuman, barbaric and mind-
numbing”. But while doing so,
they also emphasised that there
were lessons to be drawn from
the recent events.



“Osama bin Laden is prime suspect

By Mahendra Ved

2]
VB

Times News Network
“If instigation for (a) jehad against (the) Jews and
(the) Americans is a crime then let history be a wit-
ness that I am a criminal..our job is to instigate, and
by God'’s grace we did that and some people respond-
ed to it.”

—Osama bin Muhammad bin Laden to Tine maga-
zine when asked about his rofe in the 1998 bombings
of the U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania.

NEW DELHI: The US. suspects that Bin
Laden. a Saudi Arabijan millionaire, has done
just that. Of the entire phalanx of Islamic
extremist outfits, only he is credited with the
brains, resources and claborate network 1o
plan and carry out such attacks in the heart of
the US.

Scion of one of the wealthiest Saudi g
Arabian families, he is known to collect funds
from sympathisers across the world. With 8

his stay in Afghanistan.

Being a personal friend of Taliban supremo Mudlah
Omar, who 1s reported (o have married his daughter
to Osama, has helped. Both go fishing together in the
ponds hear Farmihadda, south of Jelalabad on the
Kabul-Peshawar road.

From Morocco to Oman, Osama carries a mes-
merising effect on the Arab populace and ameng mil-
lions of Muslims elsewhere in the world. In Palestine,
he is described as a “beloved of God™. In Pakistan, he
is “The Lion” and he isconsidered a “Soldier of

g .
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money, his critics allege, he is able to “buy™ QEEiuERdRREL G

by a Gulf channel in May 1999, had millions glued to

their television sets.

The principal Osama outfit is known as Al Qaida.
But he is known to seek help from numerous organi-
sations. The jehad against the secular Central Asian
Republics, moderate regimes in the Arab nations and |
in Kashmnir runs on the funds and motivated merce-
naries provided by Bin Laden. Harkat Jihad Islami, a |
mix of Kashrniri, Pakistani and Afghan cadres of the
Pakistan-based Harkat-ul-Ansar, is one such group- |:
ing. And although Harkat leaders insist they belong to | ;
a separate organisation, they believe “QOsama | -
{ is the hero of Islam™.

To motivate his cadres to avenge the killings | -
in their training camps in Afghanistan in 19981 =
after Bill Clinton had ordered cruise missile | :
strikes there, he had said, “We will avenge |-
every martyr by killing 100 Americans.” K

Bin Laden is no family man. He has been
disowned by his relatives and has been
stripped of his citizenship by Saudi Arabia,
where he is now wanted. Yet. it is believed
that his ability to support the Taliban cause in
Afghanistan is linked to a nod from Prince Turki al
Faizal, brother of King Fahd and chief of Saudi
Arabian intelligence. ;

Jeddah has scaled down its support to Kabul and so | &
has the UAE. The two, along with Pakistan, are the |
only ones who recognise the Taliban. But this interna- | |
tional isolation has not prevented the flow of funds to | -
Bin Laden.

A $5 million prize on his head put out by the FBI
after his suspected role in attacking U.S. instaliations

Islam” in Afghanistan.
Bin Laden’s interview by Pakistani

» Log on to www.timesofindia.com
for Today our nation saw evil; Bush

has led to “a torrent of donations™ l
from rich Saudi and Persian Guif
residents.

journalist Rahimullah Yusufzai, telecast

———
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ILL the fateful September 11,

2001, when the World Trade
Center towers were brought down,
the Bombay blasts of March 1993
were the worst act of urban terror-
ism. Bomb blasts occurred in eleven
places including the Bombay siock
exchange, Air India building,
Centaur Hotel and Zaveri Bazar.
Some 250 died in the biasts that wok
place between 1.20 and 4 pm on
March 12 and several times that
number were injured.

The western world has never
acknowledged Bombay's day of hor-
ror — the US barely mentioned the
evenht in its Patterns of Global
Terrorism report — Nor given any
credence to India’s charge that
Pakistan played a major hand in the
attack. In bis address to the nation,
yesterday, President George W Bush
has now set clear standards for ret-
ribution— not only would the per-
petratars be punished, but also
countries that harboured them.

Though the Mumbai underworld,
led by Dawood Ihrahim and Ibrahim
Abdul Razak Memon aka Mustag
aka Tiger Memon were held respon-
sible for this ghastly event, the gov-
ernment of India has clear evidence,
through confiscated passport docu-
ments and confessions, including
that of Yakub Memon, one of
‘“Tiger's” brothers who was captured
and retumed to India, that Pakistan
was involved in the training of the
terrorists as well as in supplying shel-
ter 10 the fleeing Mermon family. The
most damning evidence came [rom
the movement of some 20 opera-
tives invalved in the blasts who lelt
Mumbai for Dubai in various dates
in February 1993. From there they
went in three groups on February
9, 13 and 20, 1993 to Islamabad
I where they were whisked through
- the airport without going through

o F1ght against terrorism

immigration formalities. After three
weeks of training comprising of
physical exercises, use of explosive
devices, firing AK-47s and grenades,
they returned to Dubai, again with-
out going through Islamabad immi-
gration.

However, their entry and exit were
recorded in their passports in Dubai,
the visas they got had been pinned
1o their passports. The terrorist lead-
ers made an etfort to destroy these
passports, but some of them sur-
vived and were recovered by the
authorities from some of the sus-

GUEST COLUMN
MANOJ JOSHI

pects, Additional evidence came
from the escape of the Meman fam-
ily which is still facing tria! for the
blasts. Subsequently some of the
family returned and are facing trial
in Mumbai courts, but the ring-
leader, ‘Tiger” Memon remains in
Pakistan and has affiliated himself
with the Kashmiri Tkhwan-ul-
Muslimeen. Yakub Memon, his
brother who was arrested a year lat-
¢r, had on him a Pakistani idenrity
card and a passport which had been
used for twavelling 1o Bangkok,
Dubai and Karachi.

Ironically, despite the Bombay
blasts, the new  Clinton
Administration that took office in
January 1993, made it a point to
remove the Damocles sword of
being declared a state sponsor of ter-
rorism hanging over Pakistan.
Indeed, through 1992, the George
Bush administration had been
warning Pakistan to clean up its act.
But the new administration thought
otherwise, it played down India‘s
charges of Pakistani involvement

has to be indivisible

and TS officials told their Indian
counterparts that they could not go
by Indian evidence alone and that
they needed to independently con-
firm Pakistan’s complicity. That vear,
instead of moving along that direc-
tion, the Clinton administration
sought to question India’s bona fides
in Kashmir, and worse, piay an
active role in creating the Taliban.

It is important to recapitulate this
recent history if we hiave to see what
India’s attitude cught to be to
Tuesday’'s outrage. Undoubtedly it
has to be one of condemmation of
the terrorists and condolences 1o
those who lost their near and
dear.ones Apart from this india
ought to urge the new Bush JTunior’s
administration to take ofl where
Bush Senior left off and pinpoint
the role of terrorists and their
patrons living in Pakistan and
Afghanistan. This dues not mean
that India should avenge the
Pakistani complicity in the blasts
eight years afier the eveni. But it
does mean that it can join the US
in forging a coalition of like-mind-
ed states to fight an unyielding bat-
tle against terrorism.

This coalition need not comprise
just the so-called tree world and
democradies. Autocracies ke China
and semi-democracies like Russia
abhot terrorisin as well. But the key
element in this battle has w0 be an
acceptance that the fight against ter-
rorism is indivisible and absolute.
There canniot be any “ifs” and ‘buts’.
In other words, the target has 1o be
any individuals or organisations that
seek 10 make a political point by tar-
geting innocents and non-combat-
ants. There can be no exceptions in
this battle because for tou long ter-
rorists have sheltered under the cov-
er of being this or that country™s
“freedom fighters.”




Terrorist attacks on U.S. targets |

* laam, Tanzania, within minutes

. explodes

Oct, 12, 2000 - Terrorist
bombing kills 17 U.5. sailors
aboard the USS Cole as it re-
fuelled in Yemen's port of Aden.
1.5, says Saudi exile, Osama bin
Laden, is prime suspect.

Aug. 7, 1998 — Car bom‘hs X
plode outside U.S. embassics fin
Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar-es-Sa-

of each other, killing 224 people
and wounding thousands of ath-
ers. Osama is again blamed.

lune 25, 1996 -— Truck-bomb
outside the Khobar
Towers, Dharan, eastern Sandi
Arabia, killing 19 American ser-
vicemen and wounding hun-
dreds of various nationalities.
Members of a little-known Saudi
militant group, Hezbollah, were
indicted for the attack.

Sept. 13, 1995 — Rocket-pro-
pelled grenade pierces wall of
.S, embassy in Moscow, but
causes no injuries.

Nov. 13, 1995 — Car bomb det-
anates at U.S. military headquar-
ters in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia,
killing five American service per-
sonnel.

April 19, 1995 — Bomb rips
through the Alfred P. Murrah
Federal Building in downtown
Oklahoma city at 9:02 a.m., kill-
ing 168 and wounding more than
500, Former (LS. soldier, Tim-
othy McVeigh, is convicted of
carrying out the attack; he was
executed earlier this vear.

Feb. 26, 1993 — A bomb ex-
plodes in a parking garage below
the World Trade Center in New
York, killing six people and
wounding more than 1,000. Six
Islamic militants were convicted
in the hombing and sentenced to
life in prison.

Pec. 21, 1988 — Pan Am Boe-
ing 747 explodes over Lockerbie,
Scotland, on a flight from Lon-
don to New York, killing 270 peo-
ple, ivcluding residents of the
Lown.

Sept. 5, 1986 — Hijackers seize
Pan Am jumbo jet, carrying 358
people, at Karachi airport. Twen-
ty people killed when securily
forces storm the plane.

Oct. 8, 1985 — Crippled Auner-
ican Jew, Leon Klinghoffer, killed
by Palestinian militants who

seized the ltalian cruise lincr,
Achille Lauro.

June 14, 1985 — Shiite gunmen
seize a TWA Boeing 727, forcing
it to Beirur, Lebanon. They de-
mand the release of 700 Arahs
held by Israel. A U.S. Navy diver
is killed and 39 Americans are
held until they are released on
July 1 after Syrian mediation.

Sept. 20, 1984 — Car bomb at
U.S. embassy annex in east Bei-
rut, Lebangn, kilis 16 and injures
the Ambassador.

Dec. 12, 1983 — Shiite extre-
mists set off car bombs in front of
the U.5. and French embassics in
Kuwait City, killing five people
and wounding 86,

Oct. 23, 1983 — Shiite suicide
bomber blows up 1L5. marine
barracks in Beirut, Lebanon, kiil-
ing 241 marines.

April 18, 1983 — Suicide car-
bomber blows up 11.5. embassy
in Beirue, killing 17 Americans.

Nov, 4, 1979 — Islamic stu-
dents storm U.S. embassy in Teh-
eran, Iran, holding 52 Americans
hostage for 444 days. — AP

e



Ku

Cupwara finng sparks tension

Hizb blast.

kills six
Armymen in

' Udhampuor

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

JAMMU, Sepl. 9. — Six
Armymen were killed when
militants blew up a vehicle in a
convoy in Udhampur disiricl
toddy, police said.

A defence spokesman, how-
ever, put the toll at five, inclu-
ding a junier commissioned
officer (JCO). Two simul-
taneous blasts threw the 2.5-
ton vehicle in the rear of the
convoy into a deep gorge at
Angarala around 10. a.m.

A Hizbul Mujahideen spokes-
man in Islamabad said its
militants had carried out the
the attack. The attack comes a
day after six BSF men were
killed in two separate IED
explosions in Udhampur.

Two persons were killed and
seven injured in two powerful
blasts triggered by militants
and subsequent police firing in
Kupwara district this evening,
a report from Srinagar said.
Ulfras threw a grenade at a
security patrol in Kupwara
town around 4.30 p.m. and
within five minutes set off a
powerful improvisad ovplosive
device in a mavketplace. A
security  jawan  and  some
civiliang were njured Sevorn:
shops were damaged

Security forces opened  Die
after the blasts, killicy two
persons and injuring three. The
retaliatory action of the security
forces sparked tension in the
town. People assembled near
the police station and raised
anti-security forces slogans.

In another blast, militants
detonated a cyele bomb in
Gosia colony of Srinagar when
a BSF vehicle was passing by,
Five BSF men and four

civilians were injured.
Elsewhere in the valley, 12
pecple, including six militants
and two securitymen, have
been killed and an Army Major
injured in separate incidents
since yesterday.

A Lashkar-e-Taiyaba militant
was killed when security forces
returned fire after ultras
attacked an Army post at
Warnay, Kupwara districet, early
today, A jawan was killed and an
officer, Major Bhushan Mehta,
was injured in the gunfight.
Two ultras and a jJawan were
killed in another encounter at
Kraligund in Kupwara today.
Security forces shot dead two
militants during search oper-
ations at Ishkote in Badgam. A
militant was shot dead by
security forces at Bondari forest,
Shabir to meet Pant: The
J&K Democratic Freedom
Party president, Mr Shabir
Shah, will meet Mr KC Pant
tomorraw at the latter’s
residence as part of the
continuing process of dialogue
between the governmeni and
Kashmiri groups, officials said,
# report from New Delhi adds.
The JKDFM chief had given
some suggestiens to resolve the
Kashmir issue to Mr Pant at
their earlier meeting. Mr Shah is
itkely to meet Mrs Sonia Gandhi.
Sena reaction to fatwa: The
Shiv  Sena todayv reacted
sharply to the Laskar-e-
Jabbar's fatwa asking Hindu
women to wear bindi and Sikh
women to wear saffron-
coloured dupattas for identi-
fication, adds UNI from New
Delhi. Such a diktat would be
resisted, the party said.

B Editorial: Soft target, page 6
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cant 1rnagme him worrymg about

“J&K blasts clalm schoolgirl,

PRESS TRUST OF INDFA LN
i

SRINAGAR, Sept. 8. — Six Border Se-
curity Force men, including a comman-
dant, and an 1l-year-old schoolgirl,
were Kkilled in separate IED explosions
set off by militants in J&K today.

Six persons, two of them Pakistani
militants and a National Conference ac-
tivist, were killed and seven Armymen
wounded in separate incidents since
yesterday evening.

The schoolchildren were on their way
to Pahalgam resort for a picnic in four
buses. An IED explosion on Srinagar-
Pahalgam road around 11 a.m. ripped
apart one of the buses, killing the girl.

Twelve of her classk ¥1 and a teacher
were injured. Dr Faroog Abdullah has
condemned the killing of the schoolgirl,
Six BSF men were killed and five woun-
ded when ultras detonated an IED at
Dhamkund in Udhampur district aro-
und 10.30 a.m.today, police said.

Seven Armymen were wounded when
militants ambushed their convoy at
Arampora in north Kashmir this after-
noon. An NC activist was shot dead by
militants in Ganderbal area on the out-
skirts of Srinagar.

Geelani plea turned down: Hurrivat
leader, Syed Ali Shah Geelani's request
to be allowed to attend the third Gener-
al Islamic Conference in Saudi Arabia,

‘Lata mnerg) ILEBTAL CLd saawrvmn o .

6 BSF men

to have been turned down, adds
S from New Delhi. The conference :
began today. Mr Geelani had written to
Mr Jaswant Singh. Hurriyat officials
sald there has been no response from
the government. ‘
Dress code: The Lashkar-e-Jabbar today
asked Hindu women in Kashmir to apply
bindi and Sikh women to don saffron-col-
oured duppritas for identification.
J&K polls: Dr Abdullah today said
leaders like Mr Abdui Gani Lone, Mr
Shah and Mohammad Yaseen Malik
might participate in the Assembly polls.

® Photograph, another report -~
on page 11



% to policemen fighting terrorism

By Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHL, SEPT. 5. Stressing the need for up-
holding human rights in a democratic society,
the Union Home Minister, Mr. LK. Advani,
today argued in favour of granting legal pro-
tection to the policemen, who acted without
any mala fide against terrorist elements in the
cause of national dugy.

“Nobody will accept viclation of human
rights. We have to see that no policeman who
acted in a bonafide manner, without any mala
fide, is hounded out for extraneous reasons.
Suitable changes in legislation may be neces-
sary tor the purpose,” Mr. Advani said.

Inaugurating the 36th annual conference of
the Directors-General of Police and Inspec-
tors-General of Police here, he said that con-
sultations with the Law Comimission wete on
to examine amendments for giving protection

under the law and the Constitution to the se-
curity personnel engaged in anti-terrorist op-
erations.

Mr. Advani’s proposal for giving relief to the
police perscnnel who had fought terrorism in
Punjab was first made at a public meeting in
Jalandhar recently. He rebutted reports that
he had favoused amnesty to policemen who
had crushed terrorism in Punjab. "I never
used the word ‘amnesty’, but only said that
some relief under the law and the Constitu-
tion to the policemen who fought terrorism
should be given. But it has stirred a debate in
the media and evoked protests from some
quarters,”” he said.

Pointing out that there were safeguards for
securitymen in the event of an open, declared
war in the form of laws like Emergency provi-
sions or the Disturhed Areas Act, he said there

was no such protection during proxy-war and
acts of terrorism. “Tn an abnormal sitwation of
proxy-war, there are no legal provisiens to
give protection to a policeman who has done
something in a bonafide manner without any
extraneous consideration’.

Referring to the recommendations of the
Group of Ministers (GoeM] on national securi-
ty, Mr. Advani announced the setting up of a
Multi-Agency Centre for counter-terrorism
and a joint task force on intelligence, both
under the umbrella of the Intelligence Bureau.

Earlier, in his opening remarks, the Intelli-
gence Bureau Director, Mr. K.P. Singh, said
security, police and intelligence officials did
not seek a “general amnesty” for violation of
human rights, but they needed profection in
genuine cases against vexatious hitigation and
witch-hunting.

THE HINDU
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Militants behead 2 priests

1} h d
Times News Network 'ﬁ\ \’[
JAMMU: In a major strike, militants beheaded two
priests after kidnapping them from a temple and shot
dead five members of a trader’s family in Poonch dis-
trict of Jammu and Kashmir, official sources said.

As tension gripped the area, the authorities
imposed an indefinite curfew on Poonch and
Surankote towns to guard against the possible out-
break of communal violence.

A group of unidentified militants abducted the two
priests from a temple near
Dhundhak on the Surankote-
Poonch road on Monday night
and beheaded them. The bod-

wn D mn Poonch

» Major fragedy averted as explosive devices
are detected on time

Y

q' IR N

As news of the killings of the two priests spread in
Poonch, groups of people held protest demonstra-
tions, forced the closure of shops and pelted stones at
police vehicles,

A bandh was enforced in Sunderbamni, Kalakote and
Rajouri 1o protest the killings of the priests. However,
no violence was reported from these 1owns.

Meanwhile, in a bid ta counter the growing attacks
by foreign mercenaries in Doda district in Jammu. the
armv will launch ‘surgical operations’. with the
emphasis on targeting the top
brass among these mercenar-
ies.
“We will soon launch “surgi-
cal opcratiens’ to eliminate

ies of the priests were recov-
ered by the police near the

» Protests mark killing of priests

foreign mercenaries, and their

temple.

The militants had planted towns

» Curféw clamped on Poonch and Surankate

commanders in particular. and
other militants in gencral
across this mountain-locked

explosive devices in the tem- B
ple with a view to causing casualties among devotees
the following morning. But these were detected and
defused by experts on time, the sources said.

In another attack, militants stormed the house of a
shopkeeper in Surankote on Tuesday momning and
shot dead five members of his family.

The shopkeeper was not present in the house at the
time of attack. Two persons belonging to the Gujjar
community were also killed by militants at Pamrote
village of Surankote tehsil on Monday night. One of
the victims was the ‘numberdar’ of the village.

woodland,” sector commander Brigadier G.ID. Bakshi
said during a “situation assessment’ media tour.

A plan has been devised to target this section of for-
eign mercenaries under a special mission besides the
normal counter-insurgency operations, Brigadicr
Bakshi said, adding, “We will strike at their roots now
and pin them down” Specialised troops will be
assigned the job of mformation pathering, network-
ing, planning and striking at these outfits, Brigadier
Bakshi said, adding, “About 70 per cent of the totul
militant strength comprises foreign mereers= =7
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/}\ ‘Address o

W cross-border
terrorism first’" |

-—— 4
NEW DELHI, AUG. 13. India has con-
veyed to Pakistan that it needed
1o address cross-border terror- i
ism for normalisation of rela-
tions between the (wo countries.

Replving io queries on the re-
cent meeting between the For-
eign Secretaries of the two
countries in Colombo, on the
sidelines of the SAARC standing |
committee meeting, the Foreign
Office spokesperson, Ms. Nirupa-
ma Rao, said “cross-border ter- !
rorism occupies paramount
position in bilateral relations”™. |

The matter was raised by the
Foreign Secretary, Ms. Chokila
Iyer, with her Pakistani counter-
part, Mr. Inamul Hag. | 3 naghes

Pakistan had been rhade well
aware of the need to address
cross-border terrorism if pro-
gress had to be made towards
normalisation of relations.

The spokesperson said both
countries were committed o
continue the dialogue process.

On the next summit between
the leaders of India and Pakista}/

. the spokesperson said no timé-
© frame had been fixed.

The U.S. has not given a ciear

. indication of any time- frame for

lifting of unilateral sanctions im-
posed after the 1998 Yokhran nu-

* clear tests.

“There is no clear indicg
any time-frame o h
acwually going to
tions,” the spokésperson said. —




Govt plans crackdown-
‘on Kashmir militan

® Four districts to be declared disturbed

- ® More powers fo

HT Correspondent

New Deihi, Aug. § \,\(‘\}‘
WITH MILITANTS in Jammu
and Kashmir taking the battle to
the Government’s doorsteps, the
Centre today decided to arm
security forces, the Army in
particulay, with greater powers.

The decision was taken at a
lengthy meeting chaired by
Union Home Minister L K
Advani. Defence Minister
Jaswant Singh and other senior
Army, paramilitary, State police
and Intelligence officials were
present,

Jammu and Kashmir Goever-
nor G C Saxena and Chief Min-
ister Farooq Abdullah too
attended the conclave, held
against the backdrop of the
series of Killings in Doda and
Jammu over the past few days.

It is understood that some
parts of Udhampur, Doda,
Jammu and Kathua districts
have been declared “disturbed”
under the Armed Forces {(J&K)
Special Powers Act (1990). The
Home Minister will make a for-
mal announcement in the Lok
Sabha tomorrow.

This will allow the Govern-
ment arm the security forces
with greater teeth to combat the
renewed threat posed by Pak-
istan-backed militants operat-
ing in the Jammu region.
Search and cordon operations,
given up after the declaration of
a five-month ceasefire in

%

HOME MIMISTER LK ADVAN!

November, will now resume in
these districts.

Rajouri and Poonch districts
were earlier declared disturbed.
Anantnag, Baramulla, Kup-
wara, Pulwama and Srinagar
districts had likewise been
brought under this Act to givea
freehand to the security forces.

Conceding that there was
slackening of Jammu's security
grid after troops were pulled out
for the Amarnath Yatra,
sources said that directions will
immediately be given to sector
commanders to plan counter-
terrorism operations for “‘area
domination”.

A senijor official claimed that
tollowing the withdrawal of
“non-initiation of combat oper-
arions” since June, the security
forces have put “enhanced pres-

r security forcesﬁ e

sure”” on terrorists and
“notched up significant sitccess-
es'. The official described the
recent spurt in militant attacks
on ‘“'soft civilian targets’” in
Doda and Jammu as an “act of
desperation’” aimed at biunting
the effectiveness of the counter-
terrorism measures.

During the meeting, a hum-
ber of steps were discussed to
“refine the methods being used
by the security forces”. Abdul-
lah is understood to have placed
some demands before the Cen-
tre to "strengthen’ the security
network, not only in Jammu but
also in the Valley,

The Chief Minister indicated
that he was in favour of addi-
tional troops being dispatched
to the troubled State. The State
Cabinet, he said, would meet
tomorrow and appraove the deci-
sion to declare the four districts
disturbed.

Some battalions of the
Rashtriyva Rifles would be quick-
iy redeployed in Doda and
Jammu districts to heef up secu
rityy The Special Operations
Group (S0G) of the State police
would be given powers to “go
after the militants”. The State
administration has been asked to
set up more village defence com-
mittees (VD)Cs) in the inaccessi-
ble areas of Jammu where the
difficult terrain blunts the effec-
tiveness of the security forces,

Related reports on Page 9
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3 LeT miliian\is behind

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, Aug. 7. - Security
forces today claimed having kil-
led three Pakistani militants,
who were behind the Atholi
massacre in two separate gun-
battles here today.

An Army spokesman said the
militants behind the Atholi
massacre of Friday night had
broken into small groups and
had escaped to the hinterlands
as the security forces had star-
ted a
masagive
them.

After a chase of three days and
three nights, the Army jawans
and STF men killed one of them,
Abu Ghulam, the district
commander of Lashkar-e-Taiya-
ba in an encounter in Atholi for-
ests. Two other militants of the
same group were killed in for-
ests south of Thatri, a few kilo-
metres from Atholi.

operation against

GOVT TO ISSUE WHITE PAPER ON IS o B

' NEW DELHI, Aug. 7. - The government is likely to come out
" with a white paper on Inter State Intelligence activities in the

country. The white paper is expected to be issued by the end of -

. this year,

Highly placed sources in the Union Ministry of Home Affairs
- said that preparation of a joint action plan is also on the cards
! to prevent more bloodbaths by militants in Jammu and Kash-
mir. An MHA official said: “In view of the mounting clout of
. Pakistan's ISI and their involvement in aiding, abetting and

supporting terrorism in various parts of the country, it is nec-
. essary to come out with an official document on their activi-
: ties.” Mr LK Advani, is personally examining the documents,

sources added. The MHA official who refused to divulge the
* contents of the documents, however, said: “Majority of the work
" has been completed. It will contain all aspects of their activi-
, ties, their involvement with India-based organisations and

the1r fundmg to underground outfits.”

Mr RV RaJu, the 1nspector
general of police Jammu, told
The Statesman that the forces
who had launched massive
search operations after three
massacres in Doda district,

- SNS

came across a mﬂltant hideout
where Abu Ghulam had taken
shelter. When asked to surren-
der, the militant opened fire and
in the

retahatory ﬁnng he was killed.

from Abu Ghulam indicated
that he, along with others, was
the mastermind behind the kill-
ing of 13 Hindus in Luddhar-
Sharoti Dhar area of Kishtwar
in Doda district on Friday night.

An AK 47 rifle with some am-
munition and a wireless set
were also recovered from his
possession. One AK 47 with 4
magazines and 6 handgrenades
were recovered from the posses-
sion of the other two militants,

The Army spokesman said
there were two more militants
of the same group who however
managed to escaped due to bad
weather and heavy rains. \

The IGP also said security had
been beefed up in Jammu fol-
lowing the massacres and in .
view of Indeperidence day. Addi-
tional forces are also being de-
ployed keeping in view the se-
curity threat from across the
border.

Terrorist violence on the rise in J&K

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, Aug. 7. - Pakistani troops have
intensified firing on the border and step-
ped up terrorist viclence in Jammu and
Kashmir.

According to officials sources, during the
menth of July, Pakistani troops resorted to
firing on the border including the Line of
Control for at least 690 times while only
854 such incidents took place in the first
six months of the current vear. So far,
1.539 border firing incidents have been re-
ported since January this year in which 13
persons were killed and 34 injured.

An official spokesman said that the in-
crease in militant violence was quite
evident from the fact that 2,506 militant
incidents have been reported in J&K since

e E— -

January this year as against 1,632 inci-
dents during the corresponding period last
year. Last month alone witnessed 404 inci-
dents while 237 such incidents took place
in the corresponding peried last year.

This year, incidents of hand grenade
throwing and explosions have also in-
creased.

Against 537 such incidents during the
year 2000, as many as 4,876 incidents of
IED explosions and hurling of grenades
have been reported in the first seven
months of the year. The corresponding fig-
ure of last year is 276 only. Militants have
also killed as many as 527 civilians this
year as compared to 398 during the corre-
sponding period last year.

“Unable to fight security forces on one
hand and realising the unachievable objec-

S

tive of their so called jehad on the other,
the pro-Pakistan militants, particularly
foreign mercenaries, are picking up soft
targets and killing more and more inno-
cent people,” the spokesman added.

Meanwhile, militants contihued to ab-
duct people and harass them. They abduc-
ted 235 persons this year of whom 91 were
killed. While 76 abductees managed to es-
cape or were set free after mutual settle-
ment, whereabouts of 68 are not yet
known.

However, in the post-ceasefire period, the
security forces have intensified anti-mili-
tancy operations and have succeeded in
eliminating 450 militants during the past
two months.In the first five months of this
i were killed in dif-

T™HE STATESMA-
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By Shujaat Bukhasi

SRINAGAR, AUG. 7. In a surprise at-
tack on Tuesday evening a group
ol militants, suspected to be a sui-
cide squad, struck at the highly
guarded Jammu railway station
and opened indiscriminate fire.
killing at least nine persons includ-
ing a BSF personnel and an Army
jawan and injuning 25. One mili-
tant was killed in retaliation.

Official sources told The Hindu
that the militants appeared at the
station around 830 p.m and
opened fire on the waiting passen-
gers, killing at least four on the
spot. A number of passengers were
feft in a pool of blood.Police,
caught unawares, recovered fast
and opened fire in retaliation kill-
ing the militant, identified as Nis-
sar Ahmed, resident of Achabal in
Anantnag district, from an 1D card
found on him. The injured were

aved 10 hospital and five of the
seripusly injured died on way o

hospital. The condition of most of

o 9 killed as mllltants strike _
Y at nglgmu rly. station "

W-&‘”

came from an overhead bridge and
opened fire.

A red alert has been sounded in

the injured is said to be critical,

the entire Jammu region. The Ar-

my has been calied in to assist the |

[t was not known from which di-
rection the militants came. One
version was that three militants
had boarded Malwah Express
somewhere at g less guarded stop,
while another said the militants  cordoned off.

" Central team for all-out actlon

NEW DELHI, AUG. 7. The Central team, which visited Doda district in Jam-
mu and Kashmir following the massacre of 13 Hindus by Pakistan-
backed terrurists, today recornmended all-out operations by security
forces to flush vut militants operating in the region.

The team led by the Union Minister of State for Home, Mr. L1}, Swami,
stbmtitted its report to the Home Minister, Mr. LK. Advani, this morning
suggesting the strengthening of Village Defence Comntittees (VDCs) and
the appointment of more Special Police Officers (5POs) armed with
sophisticated weapons. The report was of the view that the three recent
massacres had taken place in higher mountainous reaches which were
not covered by VDCs or SPQs, official sources said.— PTI /

investigation.

the spol. Soon after the attack

Scnior police and |
paramililary forces have rushed 1o

chaos and confusion prevailed at
the station which was immediately
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UNFTRD NEWS OF INDIA

J ISLAMABAD, Aug. 4. —

| Pakistan today gave a green
| signal to the law enforcement

1 agencies for an “all-out

' offensive” against terrorists
and terrorist groups.

This was decided at an int-
er-provincial conference, whi-
ch met here today under Pres-
ident Gen, Pervez Musharraf.

Addressing the conference,
(Gen Musharraf said there
should be no inhibition against

.- use of every available force and
' resources to combat terrorism.

He directed the provinces to

make use of the police force,

tEe rangers and other para-

military troops to track down
the terrorist groups and bring
them to justice.

“We owe it to this nation and
we shall give them peace and
security at every cost,” Gen
Musharraf said and asked the
law enforcement agencies to
be firm and act without fear.
US move welcomed: The
finance minister, Mr Shaukat
Aziz, today welcomed a US
review of its relationship with
Pakistan, including the possi-
ble lifting of sanctions, saying
it would help revive the
flagging economy, adds AP.

My Aziz made his comments

Pakistan to crack down

g on terrorist groups

following a five-day Pakistan
trip by US assistant secretary
of state for South Asia. Mr
Christina B Rocca.

Mr Roecca said the US
administration was reviewing
sanctions imposed against
both India and Pakistan in
1998 after tit-for-tat nuclear
explosions by the South Asian
neighbours. The sanctions
have been particularty difficult
for Pakistan to bear because of
its dependence on foreign aid.

Pakistan faces a separate
round of sanctions imposed
after the civilian government
was thrown out and the
military took power.




Ultras gun down

15 more in Doda

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & AGENCIES

JAMMU, Aug. 4. — Militants last night
kidnapped 22 people from Shruntidhar
village near Kishtwar, Doda district,
and killed 15 of them. Five villagers
have been seriously injured while two
managed to escape.

(According to one report, 17 villagers -

fell to the ultras’ bullets.) Curfew has
been imposed on Kishtwar and security
forces in Doda, Udhampur and Jammu
have been put on alert.

A magisterial probe has been ordered
into the massacre. The chief minister,
Dr Farooq Abdullah, said tonight: “The
inquiry will look inte security lapses, if
any, that may have led to the killings.”

The IGP {(Jammu), Mr Radha Vinod
Raju, said the injured have been taken
to a hospital at Atholi. The state gov-
ernment has sent a helicopter to Doda

to bring them to Jammu’s Government

Medical College.

After being abducted, the villagers were
taken to a nearby jungle where the ultras
fired from automatic weapons. Thirteen

vﬂlagers died on tf?g &t and seven were
injured. Two of them died later.

A police party, led by the Atholi SHO,
was first to reach the spot and recovered
the bodies. Army and police have
launched a search operation in the area
since early this morning. No militant
group has claimed responsibility for the
killings, but intelligence sources suspect
the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba to be behind it.

The Governor, Mr GC Saxena, and
the DGP, Mr AK Suri, visited the mas-
sacre site and reviewed the situation.
The Doda MP and Union minister of
state for civil aviation, Mr Chaman Lal
Gupta, too visited the massacre site.

On 22 July, militants gunned down
eight villagers at Chirjee village, Doda.

The Union home minister said the gov-
ernment would plan a “proper response”
to deal with the spurt in civilian killings
in J&K. He will discuss the state’s situ-
ation with the defence minister,” Mr
Jaswant Singh, and chief minister, Dr
Abdullah on Wednesday.

"~ Mr LK Advani has asked his minister
of state, Mr ID Swami, to visit Doda

along w1th the spemal secretary (J&K),
Mr A Bhandari, to make an on-the-gpot
assessment. The team will submit its |
report on Monday. i
Dr Abdullah said the killings have
again exposed Pakistan’s apathy towards
peace. Ultras, at the behest of their men-
tors across the border, are picking up soft
targets td quench their thirst for blood, he
said. “They've spilled a lot of blood but :
the people of the state are determined to
foil their nefarious agenda.”
Hurriyat demand: The Hurriyat has
condemned the killings and demanded a
judicial probe to identify the killers:
“We forcefully demand that a highest !
judicial inquiry should be instituted to
identify the killers and their master-
mind,” Hurrivat leader, Mr Abdut Gani
Lone, said over phone from Chennai.
Ultras killed: Two Hizbul ultras were
among three persons killed in the valley
since last night. Militants shot dead a
civilian in Sopore, Baramulla district.
® Rakshabandhan saves a ‘
brother: page 10 /
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‘Militants, behead four more

MANILA, AUG 4.L1ltﬁi(im extremists havd beheadad d?ll’ more captives,
bringing to cight the number killed since they rhided a village and
abducted 36 persons two days ago, an official said on Saturday.

Four decapitated bodies were recovered on Saturday morning and
on Friday night as police, soldiers and militiamen pursued Abu Sayvaf
guerillas who raided a remote village of Lamitan town on Basilan is-
land, said the Lamitan Mavor, Mr, inocente Ramos. Social workers said
47 families, mostly relatives of the victims, had fled their homes in fear
of more artacks. Mr. Ramos, interviewed by Radio Mindanao Network,
said the four victims were among those abducted on Thursday from
Balobo village on the outskirts of Lamitan. He said a fifth body, already
decomposing, was recovered on Friday night but the victim was be-
lieved to have been seized by the Abu Sayyaf from another village
eatlier. — AP
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~'Dawood had left Pakistan during summit’

‘

Terrorism will

- be crushed,
'says Advani

AGENCIES

ALIGARH (UP), Aug. 5. - India
today said it would not tolerate
cross-border terrorism in Jam-
mu and Kashmir and would
crush it with a heavy hand.

Mr LK Advani said killing of
innocent people is not a “free-
dom struggle” as has been
termed by the “leader of the
neighbouring country.” Terror-
ism in J&K is the biggest prob-
lem facing the country, he said.
The Union home minister con-
demned the killings in Doda late
on Friday night. “Which govern-
ment will tolerate it? If you have
to fight a freedom struggle, fight
it with security forces. Killing in-
nocent people after kidnapping
them amounts to spreading ter-
ror,” he said. Mr Advani was ad-
dressing a gathering after un-
veiling a statue of freedom fight-
er Mohan Lal Gautam. Ensur-
ing security of the people in J&K
was the government’s “supreme
duty”, he said.

Mr Advani said India had infor-
mation that Dawood Ibrahim
left Pakistan during the Agra
summit and returned after it.
India had demanded that Da-
wood be handed over to India.
But General Pervez Musharraf
had denied that he was in
Pakistan.

Cremation amidst protests:
Fifteen persons gunned down
in Doda on Friday night were
cremated today amid protests
by people demanding a visit by
Mr LK Advani. Security forces
intensified search operations
for the assailants. Curfew re-
mained in force in Kishtwar
and Baderwah towns. A bandh
was observed in Doda town and
some parts of the district in
protest against the killings.

NO HONEYMOON

: NEW DELHI, Aug. 5. - The
. JKLF vice-president, Mr Javed ;
Ahmed Mir, and his wife were
prevented by immigration au-
thorities from going to Kath-
mandu for their honeymoon.
; The couple arrived at the In-
' dira Gandhi International Air- |
port this morning to board an :
; Indian Airtines flight to Kath- |
mandu.
But after the initial check-in :
procedure, Mr Mir was de-
tained inside a room for an
hour. The couple was aliowed .
i to go out of the airport prem-
lises only after the plane lefi |
for Kathmandu. -~ PTT

N o
Demand for Amnesty probe:
Kashmiri separatist organisa-
tions demanded a probe by Am-
nesty International into the slay-
ing of 15 civilians at Kishtwar, a
report from Srinagar says.

Former Hurriyat chairman, Sy-
ed Ali Shah Geelani, condemned
the massacre and called it a
handiwork of eriminals. “There
was no scope for such misadven-
ture in Islam,” he said.

A JKLF spokesman said, “Had
the government accepted our de-
mands for probing the massa-
cres, the situation would have
been different today.” The Hizbul
Muyjahideen expressed sympathy
with the bereaved families.

The Panun Kashmir said Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee should
review the policy on J&K and
firmly assert India’s protest
against the incident in Doda
with Pakistan, a report from
Delhi says. “This incident is
unfortunate, but it was expec-
ted. The Lahore diplomacy
brought us Kargil incursion

| Bid to storm Army post

and Agra summit the Doda kill- -
ings, convener, Dr Agnishe-
khar said. He urged the Prime
Minister to call off his proposed
visit to Pakistan.

Sonia condemns massacre:
Mrs Sonia Gandhi today con-
demned the massacre of 15 per-
sons in Kishtwar. She asked
the Centre and the state gov-
ernment to combat the “nefari-
ous designs” of forces trying to
destroy the secular heritage of
Jammu and Kashmir.

CPM reaction: The CPI-M ex-
pressed shoek at killing of inno-
cent people in Doda and
blamed the government for not
providing adequate security af-
ter the first attack in the same
area a fortnight ago.

R

foiled: The Army today foil
an attempt by two Laskhar-e-
Taiyaba militants to storm its
post at Keegam in Kupwara dis-
trict, a report from Srinagar
says. The militants were gunned
down. Elsewhere in the state, 13
people, six of them ultras, have
been killed in separate incidents
since last evening.

The Lashkar men tried to
storm the Ten Madras Regi-
ment post early today when the
troops were returning to the
camp after a search operation.
A Lashkar spokesman said the
two militants were killed after
several hours of gunfight inside
the Army camp. But a defence
official said the militants were
killed outside the camp and the
troops suffered no casunalties.
Three Pakistani militants
were killed In an encounter
with security forces at Chingus
in Rajouri district. Three AK ri-
{les, two pistols, 12 grenades, a
wireless set and a large quanti-
ty of ammunition were seized.
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WMD TERRORISM-

The Spectre That Haunts The 21st entury

“WITH advenced technology
and a smaller world of porous
borders, the ability to unleash
mass sickness, death and
-destruction, today has reached
a far greater order of magni-
tude. A lone madman or a nest
of fanatics with a bottle of
chemicals, a batch of plague-
inducing bacteria, or a crude
nuclear bomb can threaten or
kill tens of thousands of people
in a single act of malevolence.
These are not far-off or far
fetched scenarios. They are real
 here and now” — William 8
Cohen, US Secretary of Defence.

By AK LAL L{\r

attack was an act of despera-
tion by the lone superpower.
Such is the effect of terrorism.
Their intellectual and spiritual
role models have been a gallery
of heroes featuring Marx,
Lenin, Trotsky, Sorel, Marighe-
lla, Mao, Giap, Fanon, Mar-
cuse, Malcolm X, Guevara,
Debray, Guillen and now bin
Laden. What conld this tangled
skein of programmes and parti-
cipants possibly have in
common? -

In the South Asian region, one

fanaticism which is
transcending state houndaries
and polarising nations based
on religious cultures. ;
To properly understand the
decisional calculus of terrorist '
groups, we must identify cer-
tain core issues and attributes. :
Is there a particular attribute
common to all terrorists
groups, or is there significant
variation from one group to
another? If it can be deter-
mined that many or all terro-;
rist groups actually share a\
basic hierarchy of wants, a |
general strategy of “Counter- i

WMD-Terrorist |«

! HE concept Operations” can ! i
| and nature of begin to be shaped. ! 1
clagsical Alternatively, if 1]

significant varia- | ¢

terrorism is being
tion in preference . :

re-shaped in the
modern era. An
analysis of the
historical perspec-
tive and the emer-
ging irends indi-
cate the fructifi-
cation of the chang-
" ing nature of such

a threat. The ans-
| wer therefore lies
. in & critical appre-
ciation of the B
threats and there-
after establishing a
| response mechan-
ism at national and
global levels.

In fact, there is an

ongoing “Revclu-
- tion in Terrorist Affairs” due to
. the impact of modern techno-
' logy, globalisation and the
proliferation of Weapons of
Mass Destruction, However,
! the classical definition of terro-
vism and its causal factors con-
tinue to be the same as before.
| Az we enter the new millen-
nium, we can see the transfor-
mation in the changing nature
and shades of terrorism.

SEMANTIC TOOLS
The words “terror” and “ter-
rorism” have become. semantic
toole of the powerful in the wes-
tern world. The dictionary
definition is “intimidation” by
the “systematic use of violence”
as a means of both governing
and opposing existing
governments. The current
| western usage has restructured
-‘ the sense, on purely ideological
" grounds, to the retail violence
of those who oppose the
established order. Historically
speaking one can trace certain
aspects of the traits of
terrorism to the ancient
civilisations of Greece and
Rome. Even the Vedos and
Mahabharate have glimpses of
terrorist acts. It thrives on fear
| psychosis By manipulating fear
in a apecial way, terrorists
| have always been able to effect
| human behaviour in a fashion
_ disproportionate to their effort.
All viclence, as Hannah Aren-
dt has reminded us, is unpre-
! dictable. Unlike power, force or
| strength, violence is always
| applied with unforeseeable ef-
| fects. The turn of the century
has distinctly seen a resur-
| gence of religious (Islamic)
| oriented terrorist groups (like
Taliban ete) trying to fulfil a
pan-Islamic agenda. Recently
Osama bin Laden's threatening
. overiures have only
psychologically unbalanced the
i Americans without tangible
| results. The Tomahawk missile

The aquthor is a Fellow at the
Institute of Defence Studies
and Analysis, New Delhi.

can flag the historical text

along three distinct phases.
Firstly, during the colonial
period in the 20th century,
anti-establishment or terrorist
movements were related to
independence. In the India-
Pakistan context, there was
comparative amity between
Hindus and Muslims during
the struggle. Secondly, the
post-colonial period upto 1972,
which saw the emergence of
sub-nationalistic movements;
and thirdly the period
thereafter (including the Af-
ghanistan embryology) in
which, both the varieties of
terrorist movements, one based
on religion (Islamic jihad type)
and the other with roots in
ethnic sub-nationalism (Sri
Lanka, North-East India etc)
have surfaced and even sus-
tained, to now grow into seri-
ous threats. Contemporary ter-
rorism is replete with examples
of the threat and use of chemi-
cal and biological (CB} agents,
Of late even use of radiation
weapons had been reported and
so also nuclear hoaxes,

PROLIFERATION

At the global level, the clas-
sical definition of terrorism and
the causal factors bear the
same roots as over the centu-
ries. However what is percep-
tibly changing is the nature of
terrorism and its tools due to
multifarious factors. The new
millennium is ushering many
scientific revolutions.
Simultaneously, after the de-
mise of the former Soviet Union
there is a new world order,
which is emerging and causing
reconfigurations in internat-
jonal alignments, coupled with
the proliferation of WMD
technology. For example there
are ho more communist spon-
sors for leftist movements.
There is yet another revival of
the phenomenon of societal and
religious fundamentalism giv-
ing rise to the theory of civi-
lisation related clashes. This in
turn is causing neo-religious

Bl orderings can be

} detected between |
terrorist groups, |
myriad strategies
of an individually .
tailored nature will *
have to be iden-
tified. A panorama
of global terrorism
hotspots and their
analysis will show
the pattern giving
 the existing grada-
tion of terrorist
infested  contin-
| ents. Globalisation
§ is making WMD
terrorism a loom-
s ing threat in
today's society, necessitating
mock response practice.

HORROR GAME

The topic of terrorist acqui-
sition and use of mass destruc-
tion weapons appears a remote -
possibility to those who are not
aware of the unfolding realities
of the future threat. However
among those who study war-
fare and terrorist behaviour,
weapons proliferation, and i
national and international .
gecurity matters, there is &
concern of great magnitude. In .
1989, terrorist scholar Robert
H Kupperman gave a forebod- |
ing assessment: “Speculation
about whether terrorist groups .
would ever dare to use extreme
weaponry such as nuclear ex-
plosives or biological, chemical
or radiological agents that can
inflict mass destruction is often
dismissed as sensationalist. It
is argued that the lack of
availability of nuclear
materials and the universal
horror surrounding the use of
chemical or biclogical weapons
would deter their use. The
unfortunate reality is that the
materials for such weapons
have proliferated widely, that
the expertise required is
actually within their grasp, .
and that horror is the name of '
the terrorism game.”

The sithject got validated very
soon, after Aum Shinrikyo’s
1995 poison gas attack in
Tokyo, when rapt media cove- -
rage ensured that policy mak-
ers and the public could hardly !
avoid it. Much of what was said
had doomsday overtones. For
example, terrorist expert Wal-
ter Laqueur stated that some .
terrorists “almost. certainly -
will” use WMD, and a Harvard
study accentuated the USA's
vulnerability to unconventional .
terrorist attack, concluding
that several thousands could
perish in a bieo-terrorist attack
and many could meet a similar _
fate in case of a chemicgﬁ‘{
attack. 4

(To be conclu.;{_’?



By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JULY 25. Rejecting the
charge of ‘cross-border terrorism’
as a ‘misperception if not a delib-
erate distortion’ the Pakistan For-
eign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar,
has said that at Agra both sides
did not engage in frontal debarte
on the subject.

In an interview to CNN here,
Mr. Sattar has said that “India
fails to take into account the fact
that 75,000 Kashuniris have per-
ished in the freedom struggle over
the last 12 years. Now, if anybody
calls the freedom struggle a ter-
rorist movenient, this is certainly
a distortion’".

In the course of the interview,
he hoped that the murtual accusa-
tion by India and Pakistan blam-
ing on what led to the failure to
sign a joint declaration at Agra
Summit would not vitiate the at-

Pak. refutes charge of
‘cross-border terrorism’ *

mosphere and woukd not prove
counter-productive  for  future
talks.

"1 personally hope that state-
ments that seem to point fingers
of accusation at cach other will
not vitiate the atmosphere. [ think
such an exercise will be counter-
productive and cerrainly will not
achieve the objective that the two
leaders shared at Agra.”

Mr. Sattar told the television
channel that the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Gen. Perves Musharraf, and
the Indian Primic Minister, Mr. A
B. Vajpayee, had achiceved a meet-
ing of minds in their summit.
“They understand each other bet-
ter than they might have in the
past.”

He has said that Gen. Mushar-
raf had invited Mr. Vajpayee to
visit [slamabad and the offer had
been accepted. He expressed the
hope that duting the proposed

India was never serious about

09\

visit the two Ieaders[\\’oul pick
up the threads of the inconcjusive
meeting at Agra and reach an
agreement so that the procegs of
addressing  outstanding  issues
and improving relations could be-

gin.
Pak. charge

By B. Murali¢dhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JULY 25. Pakistan con-
tinues to accuse India of ‘unpro-
voked' firing along the ‘working
houndary’. The Pakistan Govern-
ment has alleged that one person
was critically wounded in the in-
termittent firing along Tounder in

Zafrwal sectar.

One of Pakistan's news agencies,

Y

NNI has reported from Sialkot that .
intermittent firing by [ndian troops

conlinues in various areas of the

‘working boundary’. According to |

the report, one person was injured
in the ﬁring.it suid.

dialogue: Lashkar chief

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JULY 25 The Lashkar-e-
Taiba chief, Prof. Hafiz Moham-
mad Saeed, has said that it was
through ‘jehad’ (holy war) alone
that India could be forced to with-
draw from Kashmir.

In a statement issued here,
Prof. Saeed has claimed that Indi-
an troops bad now been rendercd
‘totally helpless’” in the {ace of ac-
tions by the militarus and time
was not far off when India would
have to ‘vacate' Kashmir.

He said that he had predicted
that the Agra summit would not
reld any result as India has “nev-
-1 been serious about dialogue on
ashmir. Instead it always tried to

sabotage the talks”, Prof. Saeed,
who had opposed the visit of 1the
Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, to India has paid rich
compiiments to Gen. Musharraf
for “adopting a firm stand during
the summit and truly represent-
ing the aspirations ot Kashmiris'.

In a related development, the
chief of the Jamaat-e- Islami, Qazi
Hussain Ahmed, has said that giv-
ing importance to other bilateral
issues, without finding a solution
to Kashmir problem would be a
futile exercise.

Commenting on the decision of
the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee, to accept the invitation of
Gen. Musharraf to visit Tslama-
bad, he told Radio Teheran, that

he had no objection to the invita-
tion if the two leaders discussed

Kashmir problem during their

talks.

“1 want that the two leaders
concentrate on the main problem
and there is no need for any cele-
brations or reception with pomp
and show. Farlier | had raised ob-
jection not to Gen. Musharraf's
talks with Mr. Vajpayee when it
appeared as if they were going to
ignore the Kaushmir problem. We
saw that the two sides were high-
lighting other matters instead of
Kashmir, We want that the two
sides focus on Kashmir as it has
disturbed the security situation in
the entire region,” he told the gaf
dio.

.
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ye wyb LITE strikes, with vengeance v

THE TAMIL Tigers' surprise attack on the
Bandaranaike International Airport at
Katunavake was perhaps the most serious
incident of the civil war in recent years. The
fact that an LTTE suicide squad could pene-
trate a high security zone in a predominantly
Sinhala area north of Colombo must be high-
lv demoralising for the Sri Lankan forces.
That this happened while the government
had led the Sri Lankan public to believe that
it had humbled the LTTE and was in control
of the situation in the north must be even
more unsettling for the army and the ordi-
nary people. Perhaps, airport security person-
nel toc were taken in by the official stories of
military success and had lowered their guard.

President Chandrika Kumaratunga must
now cope with the fallout of this debacle. Air
Lanka, the national flag carrier, which lost
half a dozen of its planes in the attack, might
not be the worst sufferer The damage to the
Sri Lankan tourism industry, the country’s
principal foreign exchange earner, is likely to
be far more extensive. Furthermore, with the
national referendum barely a few weeks away,

Fa | b

she wouid be called upon to explain why her
strategy in the north has not worked. The fact
that the attack has come at a time when her
parliamentary support has been thinning and
a no-trust maotion against her government is
awaiting consideration in Parliament - - since
provogued — adds to her difficulties.

It is not easy to figure out how the rebels
could strike so close to Colombo when they
are receiving a battering in the north. It evi-
dently speaks of the high-level of resilience
among the LTTE cadres despite the military
setbacks they have suffered in recent months.
The Sri Lankan government had appeared so
certain of winning on the military front that
it had rejected suggestions from several
friendly countries, including India, against
its recent bombing raids in Jaffna. Hopes
about the dwindling effectiveness of the
Tamil Tigers may have been prematurely
articulated because it is obvious yet again

that there can be no military solution to the-

ethnic tangle. The two sides will ove ﬁf]y
have to get back to the negotiating table if
they want a durable solution. -~

.
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By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JULY 22. Barely 24 hours after the killlng of
13 persons near the famous Amarnath shrine inflam-
mu and Kashmir, a group of unidentified militants
gunned down 15 persons, including three children
and two women, in a remote village of Doda district
last night. In another incident in Kishtwar tehsil of
the same district, five members of a village defence
committee (VDC) were abducted and feared killed.

Repoits revealed that 15 people from the minority
community were gunned down by militanis in
Cheergi village of Kishtwar tehsil. Confirming the
incident, the DGP, Mr. A K. Suri, said, “Further de-
tails are awaited”. Independent sources in Kishtwar
told The Hindu over phone that a group of around 15
heavily-armed persons descended on Cheergi ham-
let in the Tagot forest area of Madwa-Dachan around
11.45 p.m. on Saturday. After asking the villagers to
come out of their houses, the gunmen fired indis-
criminately. According to the only survivor, Deepu,
15 persons died on the spot. Decpu, who was in-
jured, later informed the other residents and began a
long tr .k to Kishtwar on food.

After being admitted to hospital in Kishtwar, Dee-
pu informed the police about the incident. Cheergi
has only 12 houses, all belonging to Hindus, and is
around 45 km. from Dool. The identity of the de-
ceased is yet to be ascertained, but sources said three
children and two women were among the dead.

A police party has left for Cheergi and is expected
there by tomorrow morning. Derails are expected
only after the team reaches the village

- ver it, the innocent people whosoever they are...
In another incident, five members of a VIDC, mo will continue to be victims.”

gunned down in Doda

Hp-
Iy comprising Hindus, were abducted by some mil-
itants in Udharna village of Kishtwar tehsil on
Saturday. Locals said the five were taken ar gunpoint
to an unknown destination; police sources said the
militants could have taken the five to (the nearby
woods and killed them, “But untl we recover the
bodies it cannot be confirmed,” a police source said.

The Governar, Mr, G.C. Saxena, and the Chief
Minister, [Dr. Faroog Abdullah, expressed shock and
said the incidents spoke volumes abouc the mili-
tants’ frusiration.Some Ministers and organisations
also condemned the incident

Hurriyat sees link
PII reports:

Meanwhile, the All-Partvy llurrivat Conlerence
(APHC) has linked Friday night’s atlack on Amamath
pilgrims in south Kashmir to the “unresolved Kash-
mir issue’”.

“The need of the hour is t¢ accepr political real-
ities and find an ever-lasting and fair solution to the
Kashmir issue as per political aspirations of the
Kashmiris,” a Hurriyat spokesman said today, reac-
ting to the killing of 13 persons, including six Amar-
nath pilgrims, at Sheshnag. Every citizen had a right
o know why such incidents were occurring, the
spokesman said.

The incident was “regrettable and mysterious’™
and the Hurriyat had always condemned the killing
of innocent personsand described itas “cowardly
and anti-human’' acts, he said. ""Till we don’t think
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_m Pak stand on cross-border terrorism to summut fail

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICER _
AGENCIES I
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JAMMU/NEW DELHI, July
22. - Barely 24 hours after the
killing of 13 people in Shesh-
nag, the Pakistan-backed mili-

. tants gunned down 15 Hindus

and abducted five in two sepa-
rate incidents in Doda district.

The Prime Minister, in his
first public statement after the
Agra summit, today said the

talks broke down because of
Pakistan’s adamant attitude |

against making any reference
to cross-border terrorism in the
draft document.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee said
Islamabad insisted there could

Uliras

: o

be no normalisation of bilateral =

relations till Kashmir issue
was resoived and that Pakistan
described terrorism in J&K as
“ffeedom struggle”.

The Doda massacre toll could .

be higher as unconfirmed re-
ports put it at 30. Militants
swooped on some houses in

Cheerji village, around 45 km r
from Kishtwar, this morning - {

and forced the residents to come
out. After making them to stand
in a row, the militants fired

from automatic weapons, kill-

ing 15 people, the IGP (Jammu
zone), Mr RV Raju, said.
Though there was confusion

about the number of deaths, *

the IGP said their information
was based on the statement of a
surviver, Dipu.

In the second incident, ultras

abducted five members of a vil-
lage defence committee from
Chatroo, 15 km from Dhul. The
Army and police have launched
an operation to rescue them.

Speaking te reporters at
Rashtrapati Bhavan after Mr
Ajit Singh’s swearing in as a
Cabinet minister, Mr Vajpayee
blamed Pakistan for the Agra
deadlock and accepted respon-
sibility for “any shortcomings”.

Rejecting Pakistani claim that
he and General Pervez Mush-
arraf had come close to inking a
draft document, Mr Vajpayee

~Zaid: “No draft came before us.
It was discussed only at the del-
egation level™,

On reports that a section of
the BJP had blamed Mr Jas-
want Singh for the Agra “fias-
co”, Mr Vajpayee said: “This is
wrong, I want to deny it”,

“All Aecisions were taken

unanimoeusly. Members placed
their views freely till a final de-
cision was taken. As external
affairs minister, Mr Singh had
a special responsibility but ev-
erything was done on the basis
of collective responsibility,” he
said. “There were several sit-
tings at the Cabinet lavel dur-
ing the talks”.
He said: “If there was any
shortcoming, then as leader of
the council of ministers, it was
my shortcoming”.
“The talks broke down because
of Pakistan’s adamant attitude
against making any reference
to cross-border terrorism in the
draft document which they re-
peatedly termed as a freedom
struggle”, Mr Vajpayee said.
Mr Vajpayee said there was

3

Undaunted hy Saturday's militant strike at Sheshnag, & busload of pilgrims arrives at

agreement between the two
sides on “some points” but it
was “wrong” to suggest that the
two sides had almost agreed on
signing the document.

The Prime Minister ruled out
third-party mediation when
asked about the US offer of ex-
tending its good offices for reso-
lution of differences between
India and Pakistan, including
Kashmir and nuclear issues.
Even the Pakistani leadership
had rejected mediation for now,
saying this might be required
only if both the countries failed
te resolve the issue, he said.

The Prime Minister remained
non-committal on when he pro-
posed to visit Pakistan. “They
have extended an invitation to
me, I have accepted it. There is

strike again,

S i

no time limit. A decision on it
will be taken according to con-
venjence and taking into con-
sideration other factors.”

No weakness: Jaswant

Mr Jaswant Singh has told Aqj
Tak: “We are committed to the
Lahaore process, But it will be a
big mistake if anyone thinks
that we decided to talk to Paki-
stan from a point of weakness,”
On whether Mr Vajpayee went
for the Agra summit without an
agenda, Mr Singh said four ba-
sic documents - the Simla
Agreement, Lahore Declara-
tion, the eight-point composite
dialogue process and a written
agenda szent to Islamabad by
New Drlhi before the talks — al-
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h Commissioner, Mr
thangir Qazi, for “op-
orting” terrorist activ-
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/0 had heated argu-
the course of discus-
Star TV on the sum-
High Commissioner
tever was happening
as “freedom struggle”
terrorism. The [&B
reacted, saying both
Musharraf and Mr
: “openly supporting”

nder the watchful eyes of a soldier. - AP{PTI

Governor, CM express
shock: The J&K Governor, My
GC Saxena, and chief minister,
Mr Faroog Abdullah, teday con-
demned the incidents in Doda,
sayving Pakistan cannot succeed
in its designs over Kashmir
through such inhuman acts.
Security reviewed: The se-
curity situation in J&K was
discussed at a high-level meet-
ing chaired by the Governor in
Srinagar. The meeting also re-
viewed security arrangements
for the Amarnath pilgrims.
Yatra resumes: The Amar-
nath yatra, suspended since
yesterday after the Sheshnag
killings, resumed today.

A two-member Central team,
headed by the minister of state
for home, Mr ID Swami, visited

Sheshnag.
Hurriyat: The Hurriyat has

- linked vesterday's attack on

Amarnath pilgrims with the
“unresolved Kashmir issue”.
“The need of the hour is to ac-
cept political realities... and
find a lasting... solution to the
Kashmir issue as per the politi-
cal aspirations of Kashmiris,” a
Hurrivat spokesman said.
Salahuddin’s denial: The
Hizbul Mujahideen chief, Syed
Salahuddin, today condemned
the massacre of 15 Hindus in
Doda and rejected the involve-
ment of his outfit, & report from
Muzaffarabad  said.  “The
Mujahideen have nothing to do
with this tragic incident,
because we do not believe in
killing innacent civilians.”
Minister’s house attacked:
Militants threw a grenade at
the house of J& K works minis-
ter, Mr Ali Mohammad Sagar,
and two Hizbul militants were
among five killed in other inei-
dents in the vallev since last
night. The grenade fell short of
the target and exploded outside
the wall of Mr Sagar’s house.
Security forces smashed some
militant hideouts atDardpora,
Lelab and Choga forests in
Kupwara and seized arms.

‘No Indian POWS’

After a week-long search in
the prisons of Pakistan's four
nrovinces following orders from
General Pervez Musharraf,
Interior ministry officials today
said in Islamabad that they
had not found any Indian
prisoniers of war of 1871,

An official said in Islamabad
that records of the prisons do
not mention any Indian POWs.
The ministry officials express-
ed surprise over reporis that 25
Indian civilian prizeners would
be released shortly as a good-
will gesture by Gen Musharral
“We have not received any
such orders till now,” they said,
A section of the Indian press
first reported that 35 Indian
prisoners were being released
and later modified the numbers
ta 25, The only Indian so far
released was peace activist and
globe-trotting  cvelist  Vikas
Singh.

B Govt for debate on

Indo-Pak ties, w
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Authorities suspend yatra @ Two pilgrims killed are from West Bengal

Two of the victims, Ashim Kumar. the Dsp on duty there,  beep suspended and the entire demned the incident and visited

HT Correspondent

Srinagar, Juiy 21 ) Ghash ang Surojit Konar, are along with othor policemen angd yaira route was being re-sani-  the site to take stock of the gitua-
— o o T from West Bengal. Sme vabels rushed to the site of tised. No batch of pilgrims was  tion, Chief Minister Faroog
A BLOODY plash between miij- Anthorities said that one miti-  the Blase. allowed to proceed from dJammu  Abdullah, who was in Jammu,

tants and security forees left 33 rant was alsa Killed in the inei- Fyewitnesses said that the mil today; the spokesman said. has rushed back to Srinagar,

bersons, including two police dent. The pro-Pakistan AlTmar  itants hurled another grenade at A calier, identifying himself as In Delhi, Home Minister LK
offfcers, six vatris ang four civil- Mujfaltideen. headed by Mushiag  this Juncture and opeped fire, the spokesperson of Al-Umar Advani met senior officials o
lans, dead and 17 others serious- Zargay, who was Feleased in Killing rwo policemen, including Mujahideen, sajd that activists of  decide on the course of action.

ly injured at Sheshnag transit
camp on the 48-km Amarnath
cave route fram the fameous
health resors, Pahalizam, in the
wee hours of Saturday. The
authorities have temporarity
called off the yatra in the wake pf
the killings.

g

LETSr S I
i,

exchange for the vassengers of
the bhijacked Indian  Airlines
plane at Kandahar, g)aimeg
responsibility for the attack.

An official spokesman said
that militants hurled a hand
grenade near the Sheshnag vatrg
camp araund 1.30 am. Praveen

the ISP and injuring six others.
An official spokesman gaid that
the militant, who was hiding in
the area. opened fire again at 7.00
am, while attempting ta escape
and caused more casualties,

The spokesman sajd that the
pilgrimage to the holy cave has

his outfit carried the attack. He
said the target were the security
forces. Authorities suspect that
the militant might have intruded
in the guise of a sadhw.

State Governor GC Saxena,
who is also the chairman of the
Amarnath Shrine Borad, con-

Later, Advani directed 10 Swamy,
hisjunior in the ministry, tu go to
the s5pot along with a team of offi-
cials. The team is likely to meet
senior State Govermment offi-
cials to review the entire Security
apparatus before a decision to
open the route again is taken,

TW0 BOMB BLASTS
iN SHESHNAG
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NEW YORK: Calling guilty verdicts
against four men implicated in the bomb-
ings of U.S. embassies in Africa “a tri-
umph for world justice,” prosecutors
must now try to convince a jury why two
of the men should be put to death.

The same panel that convicted the four
accused followers of Osama Bin Laden
will decide the death penalty part of the
case, which was to begin on Wednesday in
the federal court in Manhattan.

In Kabul, Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban
said the convictions were “unfair” and
vowed never to hand over Bin Laden, ac-
cused by the U.S. of masterminding the at-
tacks.

“He is a great holy warrior of Istam and
a great benefactor of the Afghan people,”
Abdul Anan Himat, a senior official at
the Taliban information ministry, said of
Bin Laden, who remains in hiding in
Afghanistan.

“We won't hand him over to America
under any circumstances. It is our stated
policy,” Himat said.

Four men were found guilty on Tuesday
of a global conspiracy to murder Ameri-
cans, including the 1998 bombings of US.
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania that
killed 224 people — 201 Kenyans, 12

nbassy bombing trial
in death penalty phise

Americans and 11 other Africans —and
injured thousands of others in a hail of
rubble and shattered glass.

The verdicts capped three months of
testimony and 12 days of deliberations as
jurors meticulously worked on the daumt-
ing task of completing the 61-page, 302-
count verdict. The four men were convict-
ed of all 302 counts. Two could be sen-
tenced to death, while the others face a
maximum of life in prison.

“Taking into account what these men
have done, they should have to pay,” said
Adadi Rajabu, director of criminal inves-
tigations for Tanzania, who headed his na-
tion’s investigation of the bombing, “They
should be hanged.”

The four convicted were Wadih El-
Hage, 40, a naturalised U.S. citizen born in
Lebanon; Mohamed Sadeek Odeh, 36, of
Jordan; Mohamed Rashed Daoud Al-
*Owhali, 24, of Saudi Arabia; and Khalfan
Khamis Mohamed, 27, of Tanzania,
Attorneys for Al-'Owhali and Khamis
Mohamed, who face the death penalty,
have admitted their clients were involved
in the bombings. But they have argued

that their roles wereminimal compared
to other defendarits who will not face
death.cam

r

THE Tisin s o Ui

BRI B



Indla, US Russia draw closer

A

(\f—& Our Political Bureau ====""""
NEW DELHI 27 JUNE

INDIA'S COMPREHENSIVE convention on lefror-
ism, being discussed in the sixth committee of the
UN General Assembly, is likely to see a smooth pas-
sage . with re-confirmed US support. This was
affired at the third meeting of the counter-terror-
ism joint working group (JWG) in Washington this
week.

India, the US and Russia will also wark together
“to neutralise” the activities of Taliban, which was
instrumental in fostering terrorism and the allied
activities of drug-trafficking and “separatist” warfare
in several countries. India gave a strong signal that
despite its engagement with the Pakistani leadership,
there would be no let-up in its fight against terrorism
and religious fundamentalism.

In a week when India engaged both the US and
Russia in discussing how to combat the terrorism
emanating from Taliban-held Afghanistan, there
appeared to be a remarkable consonance of
approach amongalt three countries, officials familiar -
with the discussions said. While foreign secretary
Chokila Iyer led the Iiidlan delegation to Mascow for
discussions or Afghanistan, Jayant Prasad from MEA

_terrorism and peace-keeping issues with an inter-

anti-terrorism platform

led the delegation to Washington to discuss counter-

agency delegation of the US.

The US will also enhance its assistance to anti-
terrorism training programmes to help India build
counter-terrorism structures throughout the coun-
try. For this, the two countries have agreed to con-
duct a joint survey later this year.

The focus of the three countries has sharpened to
an exchange of intelligence and information and
building combat strategies to tackle terrotism, which
affects India in Kashmir, Russia in Chechnya and the
US in the numerous threats by Osama bin Laden.
This-was the driving impetus behind the three coun-
tries coming together to co-sponsor the UN Security
Council Resolution No. 1333, reinforcing sanctions
against Taliban.

The India-Russia JWG “called on all states which
provide extensive assistance to the Taliban, including
military assistance, to cease their interference in
Afghan affairs” — an overt reference to Palustan and
its Talibah aid programme. % -

Pakistan has been repeatedly oppdsmg the curbs
against the Taliban and questiehshaverbeen raiséd
abouyt.its commitment to enforcing sanctioms. |

]
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WASHINGTON, JUNE 26. The third
round of the India-United States
Joint Working Group on counter-
terrorisin, scheduled to begin lai-
er teday, is the first such meeting
- since the Bush adminfstration
" came to office early this year. A
range of issues, including Afghan-
istant and Osama bin Laden, are
_ likely to figure in the talks.

| The Indian delegation, headed

i by Mr. Jayant Prasad, Joint Secre-
tary of the Americas in the Minis-
try of External Affairs, includes
Home Ministry officials and ex-
perts on the subject.

India’s proposal to set up a
Centre for Counter- Terrorism is
likely to be discussed and it re-
mains to be seen what kind of in-
terest the Bush administration is
willing to give this, Washington,
for instance, would want to know
more about the Centre, its nature
and scope. The U.S. response to
the Indian idea would come
about only after a clearer under-
standing of the parameters of this

he assessment is that both
New Defhi and Washington have
travelled considerable distance

\
!
i
|

ndia, U.S. to disciss fight against terrorism

By Sridhar Krishnaswami MO )m 11,11’ sdues of terrorism and

oo

counter-terrorism with the laiter
increasingly appreciative of the
kind of threat India faces in its
neighbourhood; and in the real-
isation of the gains of cooperative
mechanisms regionally and glob-
ally.

The coaperation between the
two countries an terrorism would
also involve looking at finetuning
and further coordinating intelli-
gence gathering and sharing
Aside from the regional realities,
Washington has especially been
concerned in recent years of ter-
rorists passessing or trying to pos-
5€55 weapons of mass
destruction.

The meeting of the JWG on
counter-terrorism is only one of
several such inleractions taking
place here this weck. India and
the U.S. will continue the dia-
Jogue on peace-keeping oper-

—
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ations while the Joint Secretary
dealing with United Nations af-
fairs in the Ministry of External
Affairs, Mr. Arun Kumar Singh,
will hold talks with his U.S, coun-
terparts. The meetings on lerrot-
ism and peace keeping operations
will be foliowed by consultations
on energy and the environment.
The two countries will com
plete the full complement of
meetings as envisioned in the
Dialogue Architecture within six
months of the Bush administra-
tion coming to office. This shows,
among other things, the desire to
maintain the momenturn put in
place during the lasi two years of
the Clinton administration. cul-
minating in the visit of Mr. Bill
Clinton to India in March last vear
and the requrn visit of the Prime
Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, herc
in September the same year.

The Congress president and

Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Ms. Sonia Gandhi,
scheduled (o artive here tomor-
row on a two-day visit, is expected
to meet the Vice- President. Mr.
Richard Cheney, and the National
Security Adviser, Dr. Condotecza
Rice, among others. ’

' vongress leader is also ex-
pected to meet the Deputy Secre-
tary  of  Stute, Mr.  Richard
Armitage, and several lawmakers
of the Congressional Caucus on
India and Tndian Americans. She
will also participate in a luncheon
arganised hy the Confederation of
Indian Industry where she will
comment on her vision for India
and on Indo-11.5, relations.

Dr. Rice's Indian counterpart,
Mr. Brajesh Mishra, is also cx-
pected to have a full round of dis-
cussions with senior officials of
the Bush administration.

e
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~India on Osama alert

|

N\
MOHAN SAHAY (\ L sought Iran’s help to prevent

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELH], June 23. - In-
dia, like the USA, is reported-
ly on “high alert” against pos-
sible strikes by Osama bin La-
den’s terrorists. But officials
have not made the fact public.

Intelligence agencies have
information about the threat
of a Bin Laden strike on Indi-
an diplomatic establishments
in Iran, officials said. That has
prompted the government not
only to put Indian diplomatic
residences but also the inter-
nal security agencies on alert.

On 14 June, there was a
blast near the Indian consu-
late at Zahedan, Iran. Though
no casualties or major dam-
age to the consulate building
was reported, India had

such blasts. Iran had respon-
ded positively, officials said.
Today, senior diplomats
gaid: “The government is
alert and vigilant about the
security of embassies.”
During his visit to Iran, the
foreign and defence minister,
Mr Jaswant Singh, reported-
ly discussed with Iranian offi-

B US forces on alert in W
West Asia, page 11 |
cials the possibility of aiding
Ahmed Shah Masood, rebel
Afghan leader fighting the
Taliban in Afghanistan. For,
despite the periodic hiccups,
Bin Laden still has close ties
with the Taliban. Senior offi-

ciais had told a US defence
magazine about such a move.

Though most officials re-
fused to enumerate the cause
of the latest' Bin Laden
threat, others said the Vaj-
payee-Musharraf summit
was a good enough reason.

What added to the Intelli-
gence agencies’ threat per-
ception was the recent arrest
of some people planning a
strike on the US embassy in
Delhi on Bin Laden’s instruc-
tions.

Delhi Police declined to com-
ment on whether they had
been put on a special alert,
though officers said policemen

were always on the look-out

for terrorists because the city
had become a prime target.
Also, the arrest of a Sudanese
suspected to be plotting the

* strike has raised fears of a re-

prisal, a senior police said. ~
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A
AN 'AMERICAN TERRORIST', as the maverick
Timothy McVeigh came to be characterised in
some circles within the United States, has been
subjected to the ultimate death penalty. The
capital punishment meted out to him in a mega
media event is in ling with the sombre provi-
sions of the .S, criminal jurisprudence. More
importantly, the American authorities seem
satisfied that the convicted perpetrator of the
worst act of internal terrorism (as distinct from
international horrors of a similar kind) has been
suitably brought to book and executed under a
due process. In the event, McVeigh died with-
out expressing any remorseful afterthoughts
over a crime he actually confessed to carrving
out. 5ix years ago, he had taken the lives of 168
persons, including 19 children, by triggering a
truck-bomb explosion at a federal building in
Oklahoma City. With that, McVeigh not only
erased his record as a soldier who took part in
the U.S." military operation of Desert Storm
during the 1991 Gulf War but also raised the
banner of a macabre revolt against the Amer-
ican Government. It took the U.S. federal au-
thorities some time to piece together the saga of
McVeigh's act of unparalleled domestic terror
on American soil. The story that soon gained
currency and credence was that his hate-agen-
da had been fuelied by his cynical perceptions
of a raid by federal agents on the Branch Davi-
dian premises in Waco, Texas. A picture that
emerged on the whole, as the U.S. adminis-
tration prosecuted McVelgh, was of a megalo-
maniac killer who sought to place himself
above the state itself without the philosophical
armour of a dissident-intellectual.

With McVeigh's legal execution being the
first in U.S. federal history in nearly four dec-
ades, the President, Mr. George W. Bush, has of
course sought to place it in a contemporary
perspective. Aware of the general international
outcry [especially in the West) against capital
punishment as an anachronistic aspect of juris-

- WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13, 2001
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prudence, Mr. Bush maintained that the lethal |
injection administered to McVeigh was a mea- |
sure of justice and not vengeance on behalf of
his victims and the society. The President’s |
considered view is that the “‘reckoning” has )
been made only after the rights of the accused
were fully protected until the completion of the
due process. Mr. Bush's statement can be seen 5
as an answer to the opponents of death penalty |
at home and abroad. McVeigh's sentence was
effected only after the execution was delaved in \
order to give his lawyers time to process several
relevant documents which the 1.5, Federal Bu- |
reau of Investigation (FBI) had failed to pro-
duce in the first instance in what was clearly a
lapse in prosecutional rectitude. It is this aspect
of a postponed execution that supports the
contention of fair play until the end. \6\&.}

The final stage of the case was d})mi ated |

by a judicial ruling that the FBI's initial lapse .
was not proven to be an attempt at committing
a fraud on the courts. McVeigh is also said to
have voluniarily ended his judicial battle for
life, while his attorney is gquoted as apologising
ta the survivors of the Oklahoma City hombing
(as also the relatives of those killed in it) for
having failed to convince McVeigh of the wis-
dom of a parting reconciliation with them. Tt
was in this poignant context that a montage of
McVeigh's last moments was relayed ‘live’ on a
closed circuit television channel so that those
directly traumatised by his deed could witness
his executdon. Now, questions whether
McVeigh had acted alone as the bomber might
still linger, while the U.S. authorities seem to
calculate that the episode can serve as a testi-
mony to their will to frustrate international ter-
rorists as well. Yet, the U.S. is likely to come
under international pressure to consider mod-
ernising its system of retributive justice by rec-
ognising death penalty as an affront to
profound humanism and to civilisational de-
Cency.
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Ultras target | mosques for publicity

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 9 44 b

SRINAGAR, June 12. — 31 May 2001:
Two militants take refuge in a mosque at
Kharwar village in Shopian tehsil of Pul-
wama. After a heavy exchange of fire, they
are given a free passage by security forces,

8 June 2001: Militants lob a grenade on
a Friday congregation at Chrar-e-Sharif.
Six civilians are killed and 50 injured,

10 June 2001: Six Lashkar-e-Taiysba
militants take refuge in Jamia Masjid at
Wanagam village, Sahngus, Anantnag, af-
ter being chased by securitymen . Heavy ex-
change of fire damages parts of the mosque.

11 June 2001: All the militants in Jamia
Masjid are killed.

Pakistan-backed mercenaries taking ref-
uge in mosques and giving a tough fight to
security forces is a new trend in the 12-
vear-old J&K insurgency. And if Intelli-
gence agencies are to be believed, the val-
ley will see many such incidents, The ul-
tras aim to gain international prominence
by attacking places of worship.

The security forces claim to be preparad
to face any eventuality but their main wor-
ry is the collateral damage to mosques
which hurts people’s religious sentiments.

Conversations between the mercenaries
intercepted suggest they have been direc-
ted from across the border to target places
of worship before the Vajpayee-Musharraf
summit. Security has been beefed up in

_ the valley, especially at shrines.

The fact that more and more militants
are taking refuge in mosques or targeting

civilians at religious places indicates they

ParamHitary men inspect the spat where a suicide squad member of the Lashkar-g-Taiyaba was killed
during a gun-fight after he stormed a Special Operations Group camp at Shoptan, 60 km south of
Srinagar, on Tuesday. Two paramilitary men too were killed. The suicide squad member’'s shoe was
plat:ed on a window pane by pnllce as emdentn APIPTI

are losing public support, the IGP (Kash
mir zone), Mr Ashok Kumar Bhan, said.
There are two reasons, he said, for the mil-
itants taking shelter in mosques. “One, peo-
ple aren’t giving them shelter any more.
Two, they want to tell the world before the
summit that everything is not well in Kash-
mir.” Almost every Kashmiri is looking for-
ward to the summit and is quite hopeful.
Why were the militants in Shopian mos-
que given a safe passage? Mr Bhan said it
was better to do so than to suffer collatér-

S —

al damage and face people’s wrath.

A security officer said that with more mil-
itants taking refuge in shrines the forces
would have a tough time because they've
been ordered to exercise restraint to avoid
public wrath. “Things become pretty hard
for us when separatist groups such as the
Hurriyat try to exploit the people’s senti-
rents after such incidents.”

In such a situation, he said, it was better
not to lay siege on the mosque, but allow
the militants to leave quietly.
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-mark eve of McVeigh death

MICHAEL CONLON q?}g
TERRE HAUTE (INDIaNA) b7 %
LAY
RAYERS and protfats

on Sunday marked the

eve of Oklahoma City
bomber Timothy McVeigh’s ex-
ecution, as the mastermind of
the worsf act of domestic ter-
rorism in US history counted
the hours to his death.

Said by his lawyersto be both
prepared to die and facing it
without apparent fear, he re-
portedly said goodbye to family
members in telephone conversa-
tions. And while he reémained
publicly tnapologetic for the
deaths of 168 men, women and
children in the cataclysmic 1995
federal building bombing, newly
released letters said to have
been written recently offered
another hint of remorse.

“I am sorry these people had
to lose their lives,” McVeigh
said. “But that’s the nature of
the beast. It’s understood going
in what the human toli will be.”

The letters were addressed to
reporters Dan Herbeck and
LouMichel of the Buffalo News,
authors of a book based on
prison interviews with McVeigh,
who grew up near Buffalo, New

“York, that have provided much

of the recent insight into his his-
tory and motivation. They were
published in'Sunday’s edition of
the newspaper.

The apology was only incre-

mentally stronger than others he -

has made in interviews or that
have been characteriscd Dy his
lawyers, and like the others was
accompanied by a justification.
It remained to be seen whether
he would offer a direct and un-
qualified expression of regret

* just before he is executed, when

allowed a final statement in the
presence of victims of his ¢crime
who will witness his death.
Prison officials said they
would move the decorated Gulf
War veteran to a bare cell in the
windowless death house on the
prison grounds, where he will
spend his last hours, steps from

‘the room where he was to die by

lethal injection. .

In this Indiana college town
some regular Sunday church
services were devoted to the exe-
cution. - The First Unitarian
church brought in a speaker to
discuss capital punishment.

At nearby St. Mary of the
Woods College, nuns from the
Sisters of Providence order
planned a silent prayer vigil for
the victims of the bombing and
the man who brought it about.

His execution by 4 lethal in-
jection of three chemicals —

rayers, protest meetings

7 Y

Flehotl;Eone of the rooms at the LS;e_nitentiary where lethal .

injections are administered. (Inset) Timothy McVeigh

scheduled for 7am (1200 GMT)
on Monday—has sharpened the
debate on capital punishment in
the United States, where the
death penalty is under a re-
newed scrutiny.

The Pope carlier this year
asked President. George W
Bush, a strong propuocut of
the death penalty, to halt the
execufion.

But a recent Gallup-CNN
poll found that the horror
McVeigh unleashed made him

. an exception even for some peo-

ple who generally oppose the
death penalty. Eight out of 10
questioned said they thought
McVeigh should die. ’

Prison officials gave both
sides separate but equal forums,
on the green meadows sur-
rounding the US Penitentiary
just south of Terre Haute.

Those protesting the execu-
tion and those supporting
McVeigh's death were allotted
fenced-in areas with portable
fiood lights and temporary toilets
where they could begin to gather
at midnight, seven hours before
the execution. Prior to that, they
could assemble at two city parks.

McVeigh’s death was to he
witnessed at the prison by 10
victims or survivors of victims.,
10 media representatives and
four people McVeigh had in-
vited, including two of his
lawyers. The fifth of McVeigh's
guests, novelist Gore Vidal, said
he could not attend.

A request by lawyers repre-
senting a man about to go on
trial for murder to videotape the
execution, so it could be used to
dissuade jurors from imposing it,
in his case, was pending befors

- the Supreme Court. But that

rufing will not impact the timing
of McVeigh's execution.

The United States govern-
meiit has not carried out an exe-
cution since 1963 when a kidnap-
murderer was hanged in Towa.
Executions at the state level are
commonplgce, with more than
700 occurring since the US
Supreme Court reinstated capi-
tal pitnishment in 1976.

During the 1997 trial in
which McVeigh was convicted of
killing eight federal officers who
died in the blast, he did not ad-
mit to the bombing; but in a
number of interviews since then
he has, saying he acted alone out
of anti-government rage
prompted by the federal raid on
the Branch Davidian cult com- -
pound in Waco, Texas, in which
nearly 90 people are believed to

“have met a fiery death.

In the book written by the
Buffalo reporters he said he re-
gretted the “collateral damage”
that came with the deaths of 19
children who were among tod-
dlers inside the Murrah federal
building when he drove a one-
ton fertilizer truck bomb up its
entrance. i

His execution was originally
scheduled for May 16 but was
delayed by the revelation that
4,000 pages of FBI documents

“had not been turned over to

McVeigh's -lawyers before his
1997 trial. McVeigh launched a
court appeal but dropped it after
being turmed down on two levels
of federal courts.

He is to die by an injection of
sodium pentothal, pancuronium
hromide and potassium chloride
that stops the heart and hings
and results in death within 10to
15 minutes. — Reute
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WASHINGTON, MAY 16. The United States is to
announce on Wednesday that the Real IRA,
the splinter group that carried out the
Omagh bombing, will be outlawed in
America and its supporters denied visas.

British and Irish officials who have
lobbied for the group to be added to the
State Department’s list of “foreigh terrorist
organisations’” hope that this will enable the
American authorities to clamp down on
fund-raising activities and attempts ta buy
weapons. A British Government official said:
“This is something we have heen waiting for
some time. The announcement will be
welcomed.”

Security sources believe that many
Provisional IRA members in South Armagh
and County Louth in the Irish republic have
defected to the Real IRA. An American
official said the ban would alsa cover the
32-County Sovereignty Movement, the Real
IRA’s political wing. “We will prevent any
front groups from doing the Real IRA's
business,” he said.

Sinn Fein and its Ivish-American
supporters say the move will be counter-
productive because it will “'glamourise’” the
Real IRA and boost its claim to be the only
true lrish republican group. The Real TRA

murdered 29 persons in the 1998 Ojagh
bombing. Since then it has fired a rdcket at
the MI&'s headquarters in London add made
several bomb attacks in the capital. Mr.
Martin Galvin, the Northern Aid leadet who
hroke with Sinn Fein after the [RA’s 1997
ceaselire, said this month: “Any ban would
indicate that the British Government
recognises the Real tRA as the main threat
to British rule in Ireland.”

The Provisional {RA has not heen banned
in America because of its ceasefire. Mr.
David Trimble, Northern Ireland’s First
Minister and the Ulster Unionist Party
Ieader, said in Washington recenty. “[t is
guite remarkable that the organisation
responsible for the largest single atrocity in
Ireland in 30 years has not been listed as
terrorist.”

Mr. Andrew Mackay, the Conservatives'
spokesman on Northern Ireland said: ©'1 am
delighted that at last, under George Bush's
presidency, the United States is banning the
Real IRA and contirming that they are \
dangerouss terrorists. 1t is now important
that the U.S. authorities clamp down on any
fund- raising for these evil people.” — |
©Telegrapk Group Limited, London, 2001.
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on IndiaRy Shujaat Bukhari /'y

SRINAGAR, MAY 21. The Hizb-ul-Mujahideen t}-
day warned of intensifving attacks on Indi
and the Jammu and Kashmir administration i
the “killings in custody’ were not stopped. In
the latest incident of custodial death, one of
the activists of the Jammu and Kashmir Dermn-
ocratic Freedom Party (JKIDFP], whose chiel,
Mr. Shabir Ahimad Shah, has been actively in-
volved in the peace process, was allegedly
killed on Sunday. Nine custodial killings have
heen reported in the last one week.

In a statement, the [lizh's supreme com-
mander, Syed Salahuddin, took strong excep-
tion to the “custodial killings™ and said his
outfit would intensify attacks. “We will carry
out attacks which will shake the Indian cap-
ital,” he said in Muzaffarabad, capital of Pak-
Occupied Kashmir,

Mr. Salahuddin said that Hizb could strike
anywhere and claimed “‘we achieve the sup-
post of the local populace ai different places™.
Terming the ceasefire a “fraud™ he said those
who were taking part in the peace initiative
were sabotaging the “freedom movement'.

The JKDFP received a setback when its ac-

Hizb warns of attacks on India

( tivist, Aijjaz Ahmed Kitab, was allegedly kilted

in custedy by the Special Operations Group
(SOG) of the State police. Kitab was a close
associate of Mr, Shabir Shah and was arrested
on May 19 outside the JKDFP headquasters
and his body thrown in Malabagh on Stina-
gar's outskirts.

Mr. Shah said the killing of Aijaz was an
attempt to sabotage the peace process. llow-
ever, police said Aijaz was a militant of the
Harkat-ul-MUjahideen and was killed in an
encounter with a joine patrol of the BSF and
the 500C.

General strike

Meanwhile, a general strike was observed
across the Valley in response to a call given by
the All-Party Husriyat Conference to com-
memorate the death of late Mirwaiz Moham-
mad Faroog who was gunned down by
unknown assailants in his house on the same
day in 1990,

All shops and business establishments were
closed and traffic was disrupted. Qver 10,000
people, mostly followers of the Mirwaiz fam-
ily, thronged his cemetery at Lid Gah to pay
tributes. :

Hurriyat leaders, including the late Mir-
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waiz's son and former APHC chairman, Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq, addressed the gathering
and pledged to take the movement to its log-
ical end.

Shah continues talks

PT1 reports:

On the peace talks front, Mr. Shabir Shah
held separate meetings with top Kashmiri
leaders even as former Pakistan Foreign Min-
ister, Mr. Aga Shahi, and the Muslim World
Congress weicomed Mr. Shah's initiative.

The JKDEP chief met prominent Shia leader
and president of Anjuman-e-Sharie-Shian,
Agha Sved Mustata Almoosvi, the president of
the People’s Political Front, Mr. Fazal Hag Qu-
reshi, and the chief of the Mahaz-e-Azadi Mo-
hammad Azam Inquiabli to seck their support
for his bid to enter into a dialogue with the
Centre, a party spokesperson said.

The Agha assured Mr. Shah of tull cooper-
arion and support for the steps taken by him
for the “restoration of hasic rights” of the peo-
ple of Kashmir, ie said.

llowever, the spokesman remained silent
over the response of Mr. Qureshi and Mr. In-
quilabi.



BY B. Muralidhar Reddy
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! ISLAMARAD, MAY 5. The Taliban re-
{ gime i} Afghanistan is believed to
be working on a strategy to agree
to the thial of the Saudi billionaire
wanted by the United States to be
? tried in America.
| A news repart in the Pakistani
| English daily, The News, said here
!' today that the Taliban appears to
‘ be ready for trial of the dissident,
| now hiding in Afghanistan, in the
| Us. or any other country, under
| the Shariat (lslamic) Law.
| It said the Taliban is prepared
for the trial in absentia in which
| the Saudi billivnaire woutd restify
! but would only through satellite
. technology. The paper said the
position and mode of wrial of Osa-
ma are being finalised at the spiri-
tual headquarters of the Taliban
ar Kandahar.
The report gives an impression
that the Taliban is working out a
strategy to meet the concerns of
the U.S. on the subject. America
has been asking the Taliban to
hand over Osama for trial for his
alleged role in the bombings of
1‘ the American Embassies in 1998.
f There have been several rounds
) of informal discussions between

the 11.5. authorities and the Tali-
{ ban over the demand for handing
Levér of Osama. The Taliban has

aliban may agree
o Osama trial

been consistent in its stand that i
would not allow trial of the Saudi
dissident in any non-Mushim
COURNErY,

The newspaper repert said un-,
der the strategy being considered
by the Taliban the trial of Osama
st take place under the Shariat
law. The judges of the coust in
which Osama is tried should be
“well-versed” in Shariat law and
the appeintrment of judges should
take place with mutual censent of
both sides.

“"The Taliban leadership main-
tains that Osama's physical pres-
ence in his trail will undermine
his physical safety since somc
governments have already con-
cluded that he js guilt. This pre-
trial conclusion of the guil, they
argue, will risk his life if he is in
the hands of those who are al-
ready convinced that he needs
punishment’’, the paper said.

The paper said the Taliban was
keen to evolve a formula under
which all principles of a fair rait
should be observed. Both prose-
cution, the U.S. Government and
the defendant, Osama, would he
free to appoint their own lawyers.
“Befure the beginning of the trail
the prosecution side and the Gov-
ernment of Afghanistan should
both undertake to honour the ver-
dict of the court.”
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Rift between U.S..

India co

fore over

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Despite an ongoing security
dialogue and a joint working group on
counter-terrorism, there are serious differ-
ences between India and the U.S. on the role
of terrorist groups operating from Pakistan.

While the US. State Department has
failed to designate the Lashkar-e-Toiba a
terrorist organisation, India is of the view
that the tangible evidence available in this
regard leaves no room for doubt.

The U.S, State Department, while indict-
ing Pakistan for continuing to encourage
and support terrorist groups operating on s
soil, has not added any new names to the list
of terrorist organisations operating out of
Pakistan, ’

Maintaining a cautious approach, the
Indian government has pointed to the fact
that several countries have already designat-
ed the Lashkar a terrorist organisation.
Referring to this and also the activitics of
the Lashkar, an external affairs ministry
spokesman expressed the hope that this
body of tangible cvidence would leave no
doubt about the organisation’s terrorist cre-
dentials.

India and the U.S. had set up a joint work-
ing group on counter-terrorism following
the visit of Prime Minister. Atal Behan
Vajpayee to the US. last year. Referring to
this institutional framework, the external
affairs ministry spokesman said India

es to ;be
ashkar

shared U.S. concerns about terrorism.

Meanwhile, the Centre's negotiator for
the Kashmir talks, K.C. Pant, met home min-
ister LK. Advani on Tuesday and apprised
him of the progress on the peace dialogue
with terronist groups in the Valley.

Asked about the Hurriyat Conference’s
condition for involving Pakistan in the talks,
Mr Pant said, 1 have not recejved any for-
mal communication from them and, there-
fore, I have no commentis to make.”

Mr Pant had sent the 23-party Hurriyat
Conference a written invitation for the talks
without any pre-conditions, following which
the Hurriyat leaders met several times.

On April 26, the Hurrival Conference
responded by saying “a just, ever lasting and
honourable soiution to the Kashmir issue
can be found omly through tripartite talks
involving Pakistan™. .

Regarding the statement of senior
Kashmiri separatist leader Shabir Shah
seeking certain clarifications, Mr Pant said
the Centre had an “open mind” on the
peace process.

Mr Shah, who heads the Jammu and
Kashmir Democratic Freedom Party, had
said his party was not opposed to holding
talks with the Centre but was seeking “cg

Kashmir issue and whether Pakistin should
be involved in the dialogue.
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-/ﬁ.S. in no hurry to dub

"Pak. terrorist sponsor

By Sridhar Krishnaqwamiffp" Shed in the Padferhs of Global

WASHINGTON, May 1. Even if the

' lInited States has used some

bhmt words while condemning
Pakistan’s role in global and re-
glonal terrarism, the Bush admin-
istration. has said in plain terms
that it is neither inclined nor in a
hurry to bring Pakistan into the
list of States sponsoring terror-
ism.

The State Department’s Pat-
terns of Clobal Terrorisi 2000
Report took Islamabad o task
both for its links with the Taliban
in Afghanistan and support for
groeups that indulged in terrorism
in Kashmir. But at the late after-
neon briefing, the distinction was
made hetween Foreign Terrorist
Organisations and Siate Sponsors
of Terrorism.

Mr, Edmund Huil, the Acting
Couordinator for Counterterrorism
was repeatedly asked why it was
that countries that should have
been on the list — like Pakistan —
were not there. "o we're dealing
with two lists here and [ think we
ought to keep that straight in our
mind. As regards State sponsor-
ship though, we designate a
country as a state sponsor based
on the totality of its actions in the
area  of counterterrorism,” he
said.

Mr. Hull explained the “total-
ity" as it related to Pakistan, a
challenging case, as he put it
“..on the one hand, the Paks. do
provide significant assistance in
the area of counterterrorism.
they have been instrumental, for
example, in some of the legal
prasecitions and renditions for
crimes against Americans.”

The Official alse pointed out
that Islamabad had cooperated in
making officials from that country
whao were important in the ongo-
ing trials of accused in New York
for the Africa Embassy bombings;
and that Pakistan provided “con-
siderable amount of security” for
American  missions and  other
presence in that country. That
said, Mr. Hull went on to describe
the problematic areas with Pakis-
tan and ones that have been pub-

Terrorism Report,

“'But as the Pattbrns make clear,
we have 4 numper of areas in
which wt have prpblems with Pa-
kistan's position; their support for
groups engaged in ferrorism i
Kashmir, the HUM {Harkat ul
Mujahideen) and other groups
that we are watching, and i think
probably most  significant  in
terms of 1.8, terrorism probiems
is Pakistan's traditional support
far the Taliban and the result that
has in Afghanistan,” he said.

Washington has alse made it
known that there is another factor
that weigh in favour of Pakistan
on the tetrorism front — the for-
mal undertaking of Islamabad to
respect United Nations Scourity
Council Resolution 1333 with re-
spect to the sanctions against the
Taliban.

“I think that's an important
commitment on Pakistan's part
and we want to do cverything we
can to enacourage Pakistan to ful-
fill that commitment.” Mr.Hufl
remarked. At the United Nations,
however, there is a strong feeling
in seme circles that Pakistan is in
viotation of Reselution 1333.

Asked if the Bush administra-
tion is indicating that Pakistan
and Lebanon are at a 'stone’s
throw away™ from being placed
on the list of State Sponsors, Mr.
Hull responded, “I don't think we
characterised it as such in the Re-
port.”

Presenting  the  Patterns  of
Global Terrorism Report at the
State Department, Gen. Colin Po-
well. mentioned India in che list of
countries the United States has
cooperative relations in the coun-
ferterrorism strategy.

“We maintain strong working
relationships with many of our al-
lies in the Middle East, including
Jordan. Lgypt and Israel and we
look to expanding partnerships in
the Arabian Peninsula. We are re-
aching out tn the Central Asian
States, We continue to work
closely with India. And we work
through multilatersl organisa-
tions such as the N, the -4

and a nuimber of athers,” hc;/ 261
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Osama seeks base in Gaza’

!
REUTERS TS

JERUSALEM, April 24. - Osa-
ma hin Laden is trying to estab-
lish a “terrorist” infrastructure
among Palestinians in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, a spokes-
man for Israeli Prime Minister
Mr Ariel Sharon said today.

A senior Palestinian security
official denied the allegation,
voiced after Israel arrested a
Gaza lawyer it suspects of in-
volvement with the Afghani-
stan-based Saudi dissident on
the USA’s most wanted list.
“This is not the first time that
Bin Laden has been attempting
to influence or to establish an
infrastructure {in Palestinian
areas}),” Sharon spokesman Mr
Raanan Gissin said.

Last August, a month before the
outbreak of the current Palesti-
nian uprising, Israel arrested 23

Dsama bin Laden

suspected Palestinian guerrillas
whom it said were linked to Bin
Laden and planned to carry out
bombing attacks on Israelis.

A US Congressional report, is-
sued on the same day Israel an-
nounced the group had been de-
tained, said the presence of Bin
Laden operatives in neighbour-
ing Jordan and Lebanon sugges-

nEsT ATESMA)

25 APR 2@

/‘;usco%z\%‘ tion may be plan-
ning attatks in the Jewish state.

“His fingerprints are really
here. We'll do all in our efforts,
and I think it’s incumbent on
the Palestinian Authority to do
everything, that these finger-
prints don’t turn inte a massive
infrastructure of terrorist ac-
tivity,” Mr Gissin said.

The Palestinian security offi-
cial accused Israel of dissemi-
nating propaganda.

“As far as we know, Osama
Bin Laden's organisation has
no extensions in Palestiman
territories,” said the official.
Another Palestinian official de-
nied that the man Israel arres-
ted on Monday, Adnan al-Hajjar
(33), was Yinked to Bin Laden.
Israel detained Hajjar, a mem-
ber of a Palestinian human
rights group, as he returned
from a visit to Egypt.




YNaj'nTa for global action to
combat tel_]prism

o\

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

Washington, APRIL 13. ihe Depuly
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha,
Dr.Najma Heptulla, has stressed

«the need for global action to com-

bat terrorism and AIDS in a con-
versation with the Sccretary
General of the United Nations,
Mr. Kofi Annan.

Dr.Heptulla discussed a wide
range of subjects with Mr. Annan
in New York when she called on
him to bring him up to date on
the deliberations of the 1U5th
Conference of the Inter- Parlia-
mentary Union which Dr. Heptul-
la presided over in Havana last
week. "

She informed Mf. Annan that it
was the decision ol the 1PU to fo-

cus primarily on AIDS, as also the
concerns about the welfare of
children at the next meeting in
Burkino Faso in September.

The Executive Director of the
UNICEF, Ms. Carol Bellamy, met
Dr. Heptulla and the discussion
was on the IPU’s
focus on children’s welfare and
the dangers to children from
AIDS, especially in Africa.

In conversations with both Mr.
Annan and Ms.Bellamy, Dr. Hep-
tuila discussed the scourge of ter-
rorisn and how this affected
India; the destruction of the
Buddha statutes at the Bamiyan
in Afghanistan by the Taliban;
and the adverse impact of the Ta-
liban regime on women, children
and education.

A\/

Dr. Heptulla is saifg to have
pointed out the suppory the Tali-
ban was getting from Pakistan
and how tefrorisin was being per-
petrated in India over the past
decade. At a press conference, it
was apparently pointed out that
40,000 Muslims had been killed in
Kashmir in the name of [slam and
that Pandits in the area were be-
ing killed and evicted. “Islam
means peace and they arc making
it war,"”" she remarked.

VA

Brushing aside the criticism of
the Indian Government’s cease-
fire in Jammu and Kashmir, Dr.
Heptulla argued that this showed
the “sincerity” of the Govern-
ment and that New Delhi had

- done more for peace, even after

R N

Kargil.
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US rests its
cases against
Bin Laden .,

followers gﬁé\?@

New Yoﬁ?pr il 5: Federal pros-
ecutors on Wednesday rested their
conspiracy case against four fol-
lowers of Osama Bin Laden after
two months of testimony dimed a
proving the Saudi dissident head-
ed a broad conspiracy to kil
Americans.

Prosecutors closed their sidc\Qf
the case by reading out loud com-
munications clatming responsibil-
ity for the deadly 1998 bombings
of two US embassies in Fast
Africa.

The messages were sigrell Bv an
organisation  that  prosdciliors
allege was made up of members of
Bin Laden's militant Al Qaeda
group. The claims by the “Islanmc
Army for the Liberation of the
Holy Places” were sent from Lon-
don to various news organisations
on August 7 and 8, 1998,

Translations of the communica-
tions said the organisation
“declares ifs absolute co an inter-
ests  everywhere,”  Prosecutors
read the claims to the Manhattan
Federal Jury at the end of testimo-
y ammed ar showing the defen-
dants were part of Bin Laden’s
long-running plot.

Testimony against the men
began on Febmuary 5. with the
government calling more than 80
witnesses, far fewer than it had
initially planned. {(Reuters)

THE AsiAN AGE
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\3 India, Iran for global
e

CALL FOR BROAD-BASED GOVT. IN AFGHANISTAN

gime against terrorism

By C. Raja Mohan

TEMERAN, APRIL 10. Proclaiming a
significant political convergence,
tndia and Iran today condemned
international terrarism, called lor
a broad-based Guvernmenr in Af-
ghanistan, supported tolerance
and pluralism, and agreed 1o
quickly find a viahle mechanism
to transport natural gas from the
Gulf to the Subcontinent.

In the I'cheran Declaration is-
sued here tonight, the Prime
Minister, Mr, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and the [ranian President,
Syed  Mohammed  Khatami,
minced no words in denouncing
international terrorism “in all its
Torms”. Going a step turther, the
two leaders castigated those na-
tions which “aid, abet and direct-
ly support” international
terrorism,

Demanding a stronger interna-
tional tegal regime against terror-
ism, the two sides endorsed the
Comprehensive Convention on
Terrorism curiently being con-
sidered in the United Nations.

‘Path-breaking
declaration’

The External Affairs Minister,
Mr. JTaswant Singh, who briefed
the press here called the Declara-
tion a “path-breaking one'". This
was the first time India and iran
had issued such a statement, he
said,

Mr. Vajpavee, who arrived here
this afternoon to a warm wel-
come, held talks with Mr. Khata-
mi in the evening. The wwo
leaders met without aides for 40
minutes, and were joined later by
the full delegations.

The Prime Minister, Mr. A_B. Vajpayee, with the Iranian

President, Syed Mohd Khatami, at the Sadabad Palace
complex in Teheran on Tuesday. — PTI

Mr. 5ingh called the ineeting “a
turning point in the relations be-
tween India and fran”. The dis-
cussions  between  the  two
leaders, Mr, Singh added, were
marked by “cordiality and a de-
termination (o move the relation-
ship  forward”. Besides the
Declaration, the two sides signed
a number of agrecmenss for
couperdtion on energy, trade, in-
formation technelogy and cus-
wimns.

The broad agenda for cooper-
ation between the two countries
sharing an oil-rich and politically
volatile region could send power-
ful political signals all around.

The agenda is rooted in the
joint commitment tg/a dialogue
rather than conflictamong civii-

L

< FINDU

L ARR2D

isations and their shared opposi-
tinn t forces of extremism.

The emphasis on political plu-
ralisim, tolerance and the celcbhra-
tion of diversity is part of Mr.
Khatami's attempt Lo redetine
Iran’s internal and external ori-
entation. India has enthusiasti-
cally endorsed Mr. Khatuni's
political charter.

Deuling squarely with the com-
man threat they faced from the
Tailiban. the two leaders called for
a broad-based Government in Af-
ghanistan to replace the present
regime. At the same time, India
and Iran came out in strong sup-
port of the independence, unity,
sovereignty, and territorial integ-
rity of Afghanistan.

On the key question of trans-

porting natural gas from Iran to
India, the twa sides emphasised
the importance of “accelerating”
the efforts to find the most “ap-
propriate” option, Iran favours
an overland  pipeline  running
through Pakistan.

Expressing reservations on this
idea, india wants more studies on
ather options such as an under-
witer pipeline.

The two leaders called on the
joint commitice of cxperts to
come up with a final set of rec-
ommendations in the near fu-
ture. India and Iran also agreed to
commission a feasibility study,
funded by both sides, of the vari-
ous aptions.

In the Declaration, Indiz arid
Tran called for the total abolition
of weapons of mass destruction,
including nuclear weapons, and
insisted that international coop-
eration in peaceful uses of nucle-
ar energy  should not  be
constrained in the name of con-
trolling nuclear projiferation.

The two countries have an-
nounced plans for civilian nucle-
ar cooperation  with  Russia,
which has come under some crit-
icism from the Western nations.

Mr. Vaipayee will conclude his
substantive talks with the leader-
ship here when he calls on the
supreme religious leader, Avatol-
lah Khamenei. who has a very
powertul standing in the pojitical
systen.

Mr. Vajpayee will address the
Maijlis  (Parliament),  omorrow
and interact with a group of fra-
nian and Indian businessmen the
day afer,

Iran diary: Page 13
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HT Cotrrespondent
Jammi, March 28
IN ONE of its higgest successes,
police shot dead Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba chief Salahuddin in an
etncouniter at Nowgam in central
Kashmir this afternoon.

Salahuddin, who operated
under the aliases of Nadeem.
Abdul Rehman, Ubeda and Tariq,
was a Pakistani anhd carried a
reward of Rs 5 lakh and guided
Lashkar's operations In the
State. This was the highest
reward placed on any militant in
Jammu and Kashmir.

According to a Government
spokesman, Salahuddin and his
associates attacked a police
patrot party in Nowgam. He died
aon the spot when police fired
back. Police have launched a
hunt for his associates in the
nearby jungles.

AFP PHOTO

Body of Lashkar chief Salahuddin

This attack came close on the
heels of Lashkar's suicide attack
on a CRPF camp in Wazir Bagh
in Srinagay. Four CRPF men and
a civilian were killed in the
attack. Two of the attackers were
also killed in the crossfire.

The Lashkar chief had entered

ashkar chief gunned

1N encounter o,

Kashmir about two vearsfago. He
was from Sheikhpora fn Pak-
istan’s Punjab and h been
guiding Lashkar operations in
the State. He had recently
declared a war against the secu-
rity forces and police.

Praising his force, DGP Ashol
Kumar Suri said the police
had done an “excellent jo¥
repulsing the attack on the paftrol
and killing the most dreaded mil-
itant™.

Meanwhile, one Major and two
jawans were injured in a land-
mine explosion in Kanachak, a
border area in Jammu. Their
vehicle was extensively damaged
in the explosion, This after:
noon's counter attack by police
appeared as if the force had
avenged the death of its men
killed in Lashkar’s suicide attack
at the police control roomih Sri-
nagar on February 9.

THE HINDUSTAN Th&s
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/USA accused of
double standards |
on terrorism \

——

MOSCOW, March 27. —
Rugsia today termed as
“immoral” a senior US official’s |

. meeting with a separatist
Chechen envoy and accused
the Bush administration_of |
adopting “double gtandards” in -
combating globa] terroris 3

“The pompous receptio &
the representative of thel: \

_ Chechen militants by USA has | |
shown which side it supports,”
a Russian foreign ministry spo- \
kesman said. - h

He was referring t the 3.
meeting of the foreign minister . |
of Ichkeria, Iliyas Ahmadov —
an envoy of the Maskhadov-led .

. geparatist Chechen regime — °
with the special US aide on |
CI8 in Washington yesterday.

The spokesman rejected the -
US stance of gathering “first ©
hand” information from all the .

- conflicting parties, saying the
US was gathering information
from “hands soaked in blood”.
Russian authorities have
made arrests relating to bomb -
blasts in three north C%,l'll(‘:asus
tawns on Saturday. — I/

f—"-————!
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“India cautioned against '
threat of bioterrorism

By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHi, MARCH 15. Quoting a
Nobel laureate wha said “Man’s
only competitor in this world was
virus..."”, the distinguished service
professor and Director of the
Centre for Civilian Biodefence
Studies at the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, the U.5., Dr. Donald A.
Henderson, today cautioned In-
dia against the threat of bioterro-
rism from terrorist organisation
having access to biological weap-

ons. !
i’bg in-

With India  wilt
creased instances of teryorist ac-
tivities, threat perceftion of
extremists using non- \conven-
tional methods of attacksisuch as
use of biological weapons could
not be ruled out, said Dr. Ander-
son while addressing a press con-
ference here today.

Dr. Henderson, who
worked as the Scientific Advisor
to the President of U.S. and spear-
headed the World Health Organi-
sation’s global programme of
immunisation in 1974, said bio-
logical weapons. which meant
use of microorganisms in the
form of virus, bacteria or fungus
to inflict damage to human life,
could prove to be much more
dangerous than traditional weap-
ons or nuclear or chemical weap-
ons as it takes some time to detect
any biological weapon attack.

“An attack with biological
weapons could initiate an epi-
demic that sickens or kills a large
number of citizens.” he said, add-
ing by the time it could even be
recognised what really had hap-
pencd, the damage would have
already been done.

Referring to his country's pro-
gramme for developing a com-

prehensive defence mechanism *

against the biological weapons
threat, Dr, Henderson said, “The
present U.S. Secretary of State,
Mr. Colin Powell, considers bio-
logical weapons a greater threat
compared to nuclear or chemical
weapaons. On these lines, the U.S.
was spending an annual budget of
billion dellars developing com-
prehensive security mechanism.”

He said that at present, Libya,
Tran and North Korea were pursu-
ing the biological weapon pro-

gramime. _‘,\9 P UC

Arguing that biclogical weap-
ons were atfracting the attention
5t groups across the
r, Henderson said devel-
opihig biclogical weapons re-
uired no big infrastructure as it
could be done in small laborato-
ries. Besides, it was a cheaper

-mode of destruction having far

more lethal and widespread re-
percussions compared to other
Wegpons,

While on the global front noth-
ing much was being done except
for a meeting convened by the
United Nations, the positive as-
pect was that countries had start-
ed noticing this danger of the 21s¢ |
century, he added.

Virus know no horders and ey-
ery country should act urgently |
befure this menace gains alarm- ’
ing proportions, Dr. Henderson
warned, adding strong intelli-
gence  network,  cooperation
among nations in dissemination
of information and knowledge
and making preparations to tack-
le any eventuality were the three |
most important steps that should [
be taken to tackle any bioweapon

threat. /




Nemesis overtaking Gsama?”~

\
WD
CCORDING TO reports published
in the media on February 10,
2001, datelined Islamabad, Af-
ghanistan's Taliban militia has re-
iterated its willingness to discuss sending
Osama bin Laden for trial by Muslim cler-
ics in an Islamic country. A spokesman of
Pakistan's Interior Ministry was quoted as
saying that the Taliban’s readiness to con-
sider such a proposal was conveyed to Pa-
kistani’s Interior Minister, Mr. Moinuddin
Haidar, during his visit to Kabul during
the past few days. In another report pub-
lished the same day, Pakistan's military
ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, was quoted
as having told the Khaleej Tirnes in an in-
terview that,the Taliban would never hand
ovet Osama to the Americans and sug-
gested that he be tried by a court in a third
country: “‘The U.S. is demanding that La-
den be handed over to it... This is impos-
sible.” Gen. Musharraf added that
Osama'’s trial in a third country by Islamic
judges was not an impossible option.
This is the beginning of the end of Osa-
ma Bin Laden. So long as the Taliban had
taken the position that he was an hon-
oured guest and that it would never con-
sider handing him over to anyone, there
was some hope, however faint, for him.
Now there is none. The case of the two
Libyans wanted by the Americans for the
bombing of the Pan Am flight 103 over
Lockerbie in 1988 explains why.

India was a member of the Security
Council when the Libyan drama unfolded
and concluded with the imposition of
mandatory sanctions against Libya in
1992. We first saw a report in the Washing-
ton Post in December 1991 that the U.S,,
the UK and France were preparing to
bring to the Council their case against Li-
bya for its alleged responsibility in the two
civil aviation disasters involving Pan Am
flight 103 and the UTA flight crash over
Niger. The three Governments had asked
Libya to hand over to them certain sus-
pects as well as for compensation. Libya
refused, hence the decision to raise the
matter in the Council. Even though the
1J.S. mission in New York initially denied
the story, most of us in the Council were
inclined to give full credence to it. In the
first week of January 1992, the three coun-
tries circulated documents detailing re-

By Chinmaya R. Gharekhan

of Libyan intelligence.

The Libyans feared that, before long,
these three permanent members would
ask the Council to impose mandatory
sanctions against them. This was indeed
the intention of the three countries as they
explained to the other members of the
Council. The Libyan Ambassador met the
Non-Aligned members of the Council on
January 8 and suggested that the Council
was not a proper forum to deal with such
legal issues. However, Libya could agree
to the Secretary-General being asked 1o
investigate the matter and suggest ways of

to seek Libya’s cooperation to provide a
full and effective response to the Council's
demands. Resolution 731 was adopted
unanimeously on January 21.

The U.5,, the U.K. and France, antici-
pating that Libya would not surrender the
suspects, kept up the pressure for sanc-
tions. The then .S, President, Mr. George
Bush 5r., the then British Prime Minister,
Mr. John Major, and the then French Pres-
ident, Francois Mitterand, used the occa-
sion of the first-ever summit meeting of
the Security Council on January 31 to lob-
by other leaders. The then Prime Minister,
Mr. P. V. Narasimba Rao, told Mr. Major
that, as a lawyer, he found it difficult to
accept the proposition that the Council

Taliban and Pakistan will look for a formula to save
some face and leave Osama bin Laden to his fate.

solving it. Alternatively, the Council could
set up a commiitee to look into the matter
in an impartial manner.

The Libyan situation was very embar-
rassing for the Non-Aligned. We were
most unhappy at the attempt of the three
countries to use the Council to settle their
bilateral scores with Libya and to punish a
country on the basis of allegations made
by their domestic agencies and not an im-
partial international body. The three
countries argued, with some logic, that it
was better from the international commu-
nity’s viewpoint that they bring such mat-
ters to the Council rather than take
unilateral punitive action. They picked a
country which did not have too many
friends at that time and they picked an
issue — international terrorism — which
no country would want to be perceived as
defending.

Things moved fast. On January 13, the
three countries circulated a draft resolu-
tion which did not contain threat of sanc-
tions but merely said that the Council
would remain seized of the matter in case
Libya did not comply with the demands of
the Council. The cause of the three had
become the cause of the Council! The
Non-Aligned managed to obtain a role for
the Secretary-General by rec 'esting him

should act on the basis of allegations by
one or two states.

On February 14, the Libyan Ambassador
told the Non-Aligned caucus in the Coun-
cil that Libya was prepared te surrender
the suspects, but a mechanism was re-
quired to deal with Anglo-American re-
quests since Libya did not have
diplomatic relations with them. He sug-
gested that the Secretary-General could
provide the mechanism. Boutros Boutros-
Ghali, who knew his Libyans, was relue-
tant to get involved but agreed to help if so
asked by the Council. Everyone was look-
ing for a way out to avoid sanctions. A few
days later, the Russian Foreign Minister,
Andrei Kozyrev, claimed that Libya was
willing to hand over the suspects to a third
country. Libya filed a case with the In-
ternational Court of Justice on March 2.
This introduced a new important element,
since many in the Council thought that it
should not act while the Court was siezed
of the matter. The three permanent mem-
bers absclutely rejected any such suggest-
ion and even the Legal Counsel of the U.N.
agreed that the Court and the Council
were principal organs of the U.N,, each
with its own competence and neither was
subordinate to the other. At one stage, the
Libyan Ambassador said that his Govern-
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ment would hand over the suspects to the
UNDP office in Tripoli and it would then
be up to the Secretary-General to decide
the further course of action. On March 22,
Major Jalloud, the No.2 man in Libya, in-
formed the Indian Ambassador in Tripoli
of Libya's decision to hand over the sus-
pects to the Arab League. A seven-mem-
ber Arab League delegation went to
Tripoli on March 24, but returned empty-
handed; it was even ridiculed by the Li-
byan media for having gone on such an
unholy mission in the holy month of Ram-
zan!

Eventually, the Council adopted resolu-
ton 748 on March 31, imposing Chapter
VII sanctions in respect of civil aviation,
arms embargo and diplomatic presence in
and of Libya. India, along with China, Mo-
rocco, Zimbabwe and Cape Verde ab-
stained. The Libyans till the end were
counting on a Chinese veto. It took several
years, and dozens of hours of patient and
persistent work by the present Secretary-
General, Mr. Kofi Annan, to get Libya
agree to the arrangement whereby the two
suspects were tried by a Scottish Court.
The Court's judgment a few weeks ago ex-
onerated one accused and found the other
guilty of some of the charges, enough to
sentence him to 20 vears imprisonment.

Compared to the two Libyans, Osama is
in a hopeless situation. The international
community teday is much more united
and determined to deal severely with in-
ternational terrorism. Osama’s involve-
ment in terrorist acts is more readily
believed than were the allegations against
the Libyans. There is no mention any-
where of a third country being involved in
the acts alleged to have been commitied
by Osama. And it is not just the U.S. —
Russia, China, India and many others are
interested in bringing Osama ta justice.
The Taliban, like the Libyans, is keen to
avoid further sanctions and Pakistan
would want to give, for potitical and eco-
nomic reasons, concrete evidence of its
commitment to fight international terror-
ism. Having conceded the principle of giv-
ing him up, the Taliban and Pakistan will
look for a formula to save some face and
leave Osama to his fate in the hands of a
court which will not necessarily be to his
liking.

-



Bodies of Lashkar-e-Talyaba militants killed in a

*Fidayeen (suicidal) attack on an Army camp in
Baramullah on Sunday being taken in a police
vehicle. — APIPTI

HE British decision
to move towards
proscribing a number
of extremist groups,
among them many whose
baleful impact is all too well-
known in India, has rightly
heen welcomed here.
Terrorism has long drawn
succour from international
networks that are difficult to
identify and expose, and
London has been one of the
key centres for groups that
target India.
It is only fitting that they
should be unmasked and
shown in their true colours.
In recent times, groups that
may be prepared to use
violence in pursuit of their
aims have taken advantage
of the relative liberality of
British laws about political
activity.
In the 1980s, India was
dismayed to find during the
insurgency in Punjab that
Bl}tain had become

something of a haven for
hostile groups formed .and
financed within the Indian
diaspora in that country.
Their activity brought India-
UK relations to a low point
and it took quite a while for
something hetter to ernerge.

India found that it had
become the target of a
ceaseless  campaigg  of
vilifieation by UK-based par-
ties, which was disagreeable,
but what became insup-
portable was that funds were
raigsed in the UK to support
violent groups in Punjab.
Some of those involved had
fled from India to the UK,
from where they conducted
their hostile activity with
considerable freedom. India
wanted the offenders to be
extradited to face the law in
India but could do little to
force the issue, for the legal
processes in the UK were not

helpil.
As the difficulties mounted,
India sometimes felt that the

UK whs not doing all it
gshould to deal with a
dangerous problem. Britain
had devised tough mnew
measures to deal with its
difficulties in Northern
Ireland and there seemed no
good reason why similar
measures could not be
applied to India’s concerns.
The issne created consi-
derable unhappiness at the
time. Since then, matters
have been rectified. Co-
operation at all levels on
terrorismm  has improved
egnormously. An extradition
treaty between the two
countries has come into
effect. The traditional good
relations have been restored,
and the latest measures will
no doubt serve io improve
matters further.

The UK has & uniguely
significant part to play in
India's fight against
terrorism. A good deal of the
anti-national, often violent,
activity against the country
has come out of its extensive
diaspora, a significant part of
which is concentrated in the
UK. QOther South Aglan
countries, most notably Sri
Lanka, have similar prob-
lems.

The newly prosperous South
Asian emigrant community
in the UK is often generous
in the donations it gives for
gocial and religious purposes.
Unfortunately, unscrupulous
persons have been able to get
their hands on some part of
these funds to divert them
into totally different chan-
nels. In some cases, regular
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denations are squeezed out of
the emigrant community to
support dissenting causes
back home.

Promoters of such
enterprises can stir up strife
and viglence, fanning the
embers of old grievances and
keeping alive causes that
may be fading in the home
country. Till now, groups of
this deseription have been‘;!
able to pursue their
disruptive course without!

undue trouble, being E
shielded from risk and.
exposure. The  tougher

could make an important
difference to their method of!
operation. |
Where India is concerned, f
the most significant impact|
of these measures will be in]
Kashmir. It is here that]
externally-hased, foreign—)
aided groups are most active.
They draw material support |
from many sources, and if
some of the most pmminentg
of them have been identified
and are headed for)
proscription in the UK, that |
can have a salutary effect.
These groups trade inl
violence, have caused untold!
human misery and cannot be )
permitted 10 disguise
themselves as fighters for aj
higher cause. It comes as no!
surprise that the groups,
have responded aggressively |
to the British announcement, ;
insisting that they willl
continue on their murderous |
course no matter what. One |
raust diseaunt their hravadoe: .
international cersure and’

measures adopted in the UKi
i
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practical steps to back jt up
will cut at their support and
will encourage those who
oppese thajr purposes and
their methods.

The pressure should also be
felt in Pakistan where three
of the maest active groups are
based. Pakistan has heen
ready enough to give
munificent support for what
these groups do across the
border, vet it is wary about
what they . could do in
Pakistan. They only have to

look at their erstwhile
creature, the Taliban, in
neighbouring Afghanistan to
know what could come about
if'the religious extremists are
given their head,

Pakistan, and the rest of the
world, can only sjt idly by
while the sickening
destruction of Bamiyan takes
place and one of the glories of
the world's eivilisation is
reduced to rubhle, Ope ean
expect that after the naming
of several of its proteges in
the UK lst, Pakistan may
find it a more complicated
matter to maintain  the
obvious fetions and duality
of its poliey.

As international sensitivity

to the issu# terrorism
strengthens, it should not
expect to be immune from
the pressure.

No immediate impact of this
latest development should be
expected on the ground in
Kashmir. The struggle there
is bound to continue, against
vislence and terrorism, in
favour  of peace and
reconciliation. India's
initiative for ceasefire and
dialogue sets the seene for
new developments jn the
State, and needs ta  be
pursued  with  renewed
application. .

(The author is
Foreign Secrefoary. )

« former
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THE INTERNATNONAL TIDE of opinion against
political terrorismi is gathering pace, if the latest
move by the British Government (o proscribe as
many as 22 organisations, including a flercely
inotivated anti-India outfit like the Lashkar-e-
/Taiba {LeT), is a definitive indication. An ohvious
question, especially from New Delhi's stand-
point, is whether the U1.S., already poised to un-
dertake soon its periodic monitoring- review of
the worldwide scene of terrorism, will bring its
legal axe down upon the LeT this dme. The fero-
cinus group has either claimed responsibitity for
ur is suspected to have masterminded most of
the recent heinous crimes in Jammu and Kash-
mir. Not surprisingly, the LeT looms as a larger-
than-life practitioner of strategic terror insofar as
the psychological war between India and Pakis-
tan is concerned. In a sense, the LeT, like the
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen (IfuM), has come to occu-
py a critical centrality in New Delhi’s distilled
view of Islamabad. Onlv the All Party Hurriyat
Conference {APHC) as a collective political enti-
ty, whose credentials and ‘cause’ Islamabad
tends to espotise, receives equai or greater atten-
tion in New Delhi as the Vajpayee administration
constantly carries cut a litmus test of Pakistan’s
‘hostile’ intentions at this time. To ride the cross-
currents of international politics, which deter-
mine the proscription of terrorist nrganisations
by major powers at anyv given time, New Delhj
will need to fine-tune its diplomacy to their spe-
cific apprehensions.

Mr. Michael Sheehan, 1.8, Coordinator for
Counterterrorism under the previeus Clinton ad-
ministration, quite categorically indicated as far
back as last July that a legal procedure had been
sct in motion to determine whether the LeT
should be desighated a foreign terrorist organisa-
rion under the relevant American laws. Globally,
the manifestations of pelitical terror have only
magnified since then, and two key U.S. congres-
sional restimonies last year by Mr. Sheehan still
retain much resonance of relevance to the India-

s
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Pakistan context today. Zeroing in on a “shift in
the locus of terrorism to South Asia”, he por-
trayed Pakistan as being toleranl of terrorists
who were well disposed towards it. Noting that
Pakistan, itself a “victim"’ of some forms of terror,
was being used as a “‘base” by “‘numerous Kash-
miri separatist groups”, including the HuM
which the 1.5. labelled a terrorist group, he drew
attention to the “continuing reports of Pakistani
material support for some of these militants’".
Apparently high on the U.S. agenda still is what
Mr. Shechan had identified as the need o “dis-
rupt the financing of terrotist groups and activ-
ities” through a mix of measures ranging from
unilateral o multilateral  sanctions  and
diplomacy.

For India, the moot guestion now is not
about the undoubted fervour of the international
outcry against terrorism. [t is simply about the
steps that New Delhi could take in order not only
to persuade major powers to ban the LeT and the
others like it but also to contain them in the face
of Pakistan's rejection of the related charges
emanating {rom the U.S. and elsewhere. Pakis-
tan's Chicf Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, has
argued in recent months that India might expect
to see a lowering of what is portraved as Islama-
bad-inspired terrorism if only the Vajpayee ad-
ministration  could bring itself 0 begin
meaningful talks with the various Kashmiri
groups including the APHC, New Dethi has been
no less quick to ignore such arguments as either
clever logic or simply disingenuous diplomacy.
However, it stands repetitive scrutiny thal New
Delhi should do all that is politically feasible to
reverse the sense of alienation among large sec-
tions of the people of Jammu and Kashmir. As for
the existential reality of politically-motivated ter-
rorisin in the State, the Vajpayee administration
will do well to heighten the security vigil without
negating the ‘spirit’ of the ongoing ceasefire it-
self. Tn addition, suitable cooperation with the
security and intelligence agencies of Iriendly
countries will be in order.



e
/ - Striking at Terror ¢ -

Britain has finally joined the fight against intemational teryorism.
Though the British have been victims of terrorist acts carried put by
various groups of the Irish Republican Army for well over \three
decades, the anti-terrorism legislation in the United Kingdom oniy
targeted the IRA till now and permitted various international terrorist
organisations to raise funds and operate freely from British soil.
Unscrupulous terrorists took full advantage of this to pursue their ter-
rorist campaigns against countries like India and Sri Lanka even while
abiding strictly by the anti-terrorism laws enacted by London. Britain
has a long tradition of giving shelter to dissidents but today’s terrorists
waging internationalist terrorist campaigns are not in the category of
Kossoth and other non-viclent liberal dissident leaders. [n terms of
technological capabilities 21st century terrorism is very different from
15th century terrorism. Today, there is increasing recognition that inter-
national terrorism is a common security problem that needs to be tack-
led collectively by the international community. The usual obfuscation

{that one man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter is no longer
acceptable, The core of terrorism is that it deliberately targets
innocent civilians and not security forces. There is today a very well
defined and well 'understood differentiation between terrorism and
freedom struggle. Blowing up aircraft, bombing civilian targets |j
buses, trains and marketplaces cannot, m}der any definition
confused with freedom struggles. LR

International terrorism today combines nar(]ci'ﬁc trafficking, foney
laundering, and illegal arms running with extortion of funds from expa-
triates and collaboration with organised crime syndicates to sustain its
campaigns against targeted countries. Religious fanatical groups have
not hesitated to employ terrorism to wage war against other religions

' and sectarian groups. Russia has complained that some of the higher in-

" stitutions of learning in Britain have become recruiting grounds for fun-
damentalist religious groups. Britain as one of the leading centres of
trade, commerce, international finance and with large expatriate popu-
lations vulnerable to subversion and extortion became a very coave-
nient hub for various international terrorist organisations to operate
from. The upgradation of communication technology enabled them to
keep in close touch with their field organisations in target countries and
effectively manage the terrorist campaigns. The current British ban on
21 identified international terrorist organisations shows how widely the
British liberal values had been abused by them. The Lashkar-e-Taiba,
Jaish-e-Mohamed, Babbar Khalsa International, International Sikh
Youth Federation and Harkatul Mujahideen now banned are terrorist
organisations targeting India. LTTE primarily targets Sri Lanka but
also operates in India. Excepting LTTE all others are based in Pakistan
but use British soil for their international terrorist operations. Five out
of 21 terrorist organisations named and banned by London have their
headquarters in Pakistan. The infamous Taliban also originated in Pak-
istan and was unleashed on Afghanistan and the rest of the world. The
US is to release its new list of international terrorist organisations in the
state department’s publication, Patterns of global terrorism, in the next
few days and, hopefully, organisations like the Lashkar-e-Taiba will fig-
ure in it. These are all still early steps in the long and hard struggle
against international termrism/-
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U.K. to,ba
LTTE, Lashkar

3(\0/\ By Hasan S rog}'\/ﬁvf"

LONDON, FEB. 28. Th i[Ifiberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
the Lashkar-e-Taiba and Bab-
bar Khalsa are to be banned in
the United Kingdom under its
new Anti-Terrorist Act. They are
among the 22 organisations
which the Home Office has de-
cided should be banned, it was
officially announced this eve-
ning but the decision would
needs approval by Parliament.

It is highly unlikely that Par-
liament would not give its ap-
proval, as the Home Office

decision follows intensive dis-
cussions and consultations with
MPs cutting across party lines. *
Among other groups which
India wanted proscribed, the
axe has fallen on the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen and the Interna-
tional Sikh Youth Federation.
As many as 15 of the 22 orga-
nisations, identified for the ban,
are Muslim extremist groups
which led officials to allay fears
that Muslims were being target-
ed. They said the Government
had explained the situation to
the representatives of the Mus-
lim communities and they ap-
preciated its viewpoint. The
move was directed against in-
ternational terrorism irrespec-
tive of religious affiliations.
Officials said that while a
number of governments had
given representations and lists
of groups they wanted banned,
ultimately the decision was tak-
en by the Home Secretary Mr.
Jack Straw, independently on
the “best advice” of British se-
curity services. It was not influ-
enced by outside pressure.

The list includes the Abu Ni-7

dat organisation, the Kurdistan
Workers' Party, Al-Qaida, the
Egyptian Islamic Jehad, the Hiz-
bollah External Security Orga-
nisation, the Palestinian
Islamic Jehad-Shagai and the
Armed Islamic Group.

Once they are -effectively

banned, their members would
be liable to prosecution.




Help against
terrorism Wi
continue @*’ﬁ\

By OvR CORRESPONDENT

Kolkata, Feb. 27: [sraeli ambas-
sador David Aphek said in the city
on Tuesdzy that his country will
continue to help India fight terror-
ism by rendering professional
assistance.

Mr Aphek said: “Terrorism is
plaguing the world. We want to
help the Indian government crush
this menace.” Isracl intends 1o ful-
fil this missinn by sharing its expe-
rience and cxpentise with [ndia.

Mr Aphek satd his country’s pol-
icy with regard to Palestine and
India’s policy in Kashmir are simi-
far

“India cannot let violence and
negotiation co-exist . Kashmir.
Prime Minister Atal Behari- Vaj-
payee was justified w his stand
that peace negotiations with Pak-
istan would be started only when
the terrorism is over. We 1n Israel
follow a similar pehey with ‘our
neighbours.” Mr Aphek said.

“Perhaps this has delayed the
peace process and we are yet to
achieve peace. But we cannot
compromise on issues like giving
up ovur right to Jerusalem and
allowing Palestinian refugees 1o
setle.  lsracl’s  ecconomy had
stowed down due o tie continu-
ous contlicts with neighbours and
it cannot sustain the burden of the
Palestinian refugees, who would

double the total population of the
country. India also had not aflowed
Pakistani refugees to come back,”
he added. '

Israel has 50 years of experience
in combating terrorisn. It is. there-
fore, well-equipped to provide
consultative services to [ndia.

Mr Aphek said: “We will not
provide India with troops to fight
terrorism. We aiso don’t intend to
intervene in the India’s conflicts
with any country or group. We are
helping the home ministry with
our expertise, technology and
guidance with tegard to security
1ssues. We would like an [ndian
delegation to visit Isract and see
the actual impact ol terrorism in
our counity and the meihods we
have adopted w combat it.”

With regard 1o the pcace process
in his country, the ambassador
said, with the Labour Party joining
the united government in Israel.
the country expects that the new
prime  minister will not make
“painful concessions” 1o peace.

Mr Aphek said: “We feel Mr
Sharon will bhe able to handle
peace and security well as he has
military background.”

Mr Aphek cmphasised ihat ter-
rorism has an adverse eflect on
cconomy of a country. Due to leg-
rorisin. the tourism industry in
Istael has suffered a major sethack
in the last five months.

TRADE TALKS: Isr:aeli ambassadeor David Aphek at the Indian Chamber of Commerce. With him are
industrialist Harshavardhan Neotia (left) and ICC president C.K. Dhanuka. An Astax AGE photograph.

Israel wants to invest in state

By OuUrR CORRESPONDENT

Kolkata. Feb. 27: Isracl plans to
enter inta several joint venture pro-
jects with the West Bengal govern-
ment in the agricultural, fishery
and information technology sec-
tors.

A two-member Israely delegation
comprising of ambassador David
Aphek and embassy economic
department head Gil Shaki along
with industrialist and honorary
consui of Israel Harshavardhan
Neotia met chief’ minisier Bud-
dhadeh Bhattacharjee to discuss
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the prospective Istach investment.

lsracl wanis to set up a‘smodel
demonstration  tishery project in
the siate. Mr Aphek said: “The
state can  utilise our technical
expertise.” He also mel state con-
merce  minister  Banshagopal
Chowdhury., Mr Neolia said the
details of the fishery project have
not heen finatised.

Mr Bhatacharjee said: “lsrael s
interested in investing i informa-
tion technology, agro-based indus-
tries and other scctors. We may
have joint ventures 11 all these.™ ©l
inaugurated an Indo-lsrael joint

venlure project, Agrodev, in Puru-
lia a few days ago. Two other agro-
hased companies witl be set up in
Bankura and Jhargram,” he added.
Mr Shuki said: “Qur companies are |
interested in long-term joint ven- .
tures in India” Mr Aphek feels -
trade between the two countrics-
will increase lo over $1 billion in
the coming financial year.

A 3.5 muibon-dollar joint venture
commercial project under West
Bengal  Industrial - Development
Corporation 15 on the anvit. The

leasibility study has been done and,.
WBIDC is Tooking for a parl}(/




~crackdown -

New York, Feb, Lt The police in :
Britain and Gerynany have recent-
ly arrested moye than a dozen
Islamic radicals following grow-
ing internatiorfal alarm- about
Osama Bin Laden’s militant net-
works, 2 media report said here on
Wednesday. The New York Tintes
quoted American officials as say-
ing that some of those arrested
wcere plotting terrorist attacks in
Europe and elsewhere. Americin
and foreign officiais said the
arrests were part of an intensified
effort to crack down on a network
with ties to Bin [#den, a wealthy
Saudi accused of masterminding
the bombings of two American

* embassies in East Africa in 1998

which killed 224 people. Last
week British police officers, the
Times said, raided several houses
in London and arrested 10 men,
six of whom have been charged -
with preparing to engage in “acts
of terrorism.” Among the four
arrested was Omar Mahmood Abu
Omar, who American and Jordan-
ian officials say is a key agent for
Laden in Europe. . Jordanian
courts, the Times said, have twice
convicted Omar. who is known as

Abu Qatada. on terrorism charges
in Absentia, in 1998 for hi in
hombings. (PT1)
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“Igliban agrees to hand ov
n Laden to Saudi Argbia’

Islamabad, February 19 LL‘ \A(’lrb\-m actaities o hgme mwd abroad.
B Sinew ll:..lw e b staaved put in Atghanistan
AFGHANISTAN'S RUTING Taliban mili- uuder

b patronoes,

fia has told Pakistan that it is witling 10 hand Heoebor ar at Kandahar during his
over Saudi dissident and terronst pusler-  recuhe st e nde war nivaged country, He
mind Osama bin Laden to his native country was e Tosi oneside official a0 visit

o face trial. a  leading Afphamstan after Ul sanc-
Pakistani daily reported today. Fm™ ain=b Talibun regime
The offer to send Bin Laden s et efleet sinee Junuary
to Saudi Arabia was made by &
Taliban's  supreme  icader
Multa Mohemmad Omar 10
Pakistan's Interior Mimister
Moainuddeen Haider during,
the latter’s recent visit o
Kabul, The Dgwn quoting
authoritative sources said.
Omar offered to hand over
Bin Laden to Saudi Arabia
even without Haider raising
the issue. the newspaper said.
"We never raised the Osama
issue, It was raised by Mulia
Omar during the talks.” it gquoted o high  the newsgy s
ieve} Pakistani official. Uiy i ret o publicly
The paper quoted the official as saving  acknow ooce o dears to mediate over the
that Omar told Haider that if Saudi Atabin  Osamio s oo o160l spokesman recently
was not willing to accept Osama because of  said Pasisin was nan verse W the idea i
political repercussions in the country. Kabul  both Us s gizhanisian reguesied it

LRI

E ~ Secunty Council hag
s satwlians apainst
B for its relusal 1o hand
aney B Laden whom it has
acciscd ot acts ol terrorisny,
e bombing of several
Crival cmituissivs in 1948,
Conewspaper said the
;-;EL\' fivitows Washington's
4 st o Poukistan to use s
e with the TTaliban ta
me sy Bin Laden either
: <0 o third country.,

Osama bin Laden

was ready to shift him to another Mustim RHITRTEO I thint i was willing o

country, He however did not nume any par- hand caov §3 duen e uuy third Muslim

ticular country, the official said. Ca ; e wis wied under the
The Saudi Government has already  Islamie e

stripped Bin Laden ot his cm/unhlp fur his P

THE HINDUSTAN TIME:
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UK. law to check export -

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, FER. 19. The assorted terrorist groups, oper-
iting out of the Uniced Kingdom, wolke up to a more
lnerable existence this morning as a new stringent
amtti-terrorism Act quictly came into force giving the
Home Office vastly more powers to crack down on
extremist aclivities.

For the first time, raising funds and recruiting val-
unteers for political or religious “'struggles” in
other countries could become grounds for declaring
an organisation a terrorist outfit if it is established
rhat such mobilisation is intended to destabilise
forcign Government,

The Terroristni Act 2000 has raised expectations in
countries, targetied by thesc groups, that the British
Government would move quickly to ban them. India
and Sri Lanka are among a host of countries who
have given lists of organisations which they wanr
proscribed but before taking any action, the Govern-
ment would make its own assessment on the basis of
inputs from its securily scrvices.

The decision to ban an organisation would also
take into account its political implications. In the
case of the LTTE, far instance, a factor which is likely

«" of terrorism in place

to be considered is its impact on the ongoing peace
process.

After the Home Office determines that a group
falls within the scope of the Act, the decision to ban
it would be taken to Parliamoent for approyal, Mem-
bers of the banned organisations wouid be prose-
cuted and could face imprisonment. Any direct or
indirect association with a proscribed body would
be deemed an offence under the new Act, the most
significant feature of which is that it removes the
distinction between actions aimed against the Brit-
ish Government and foreign Governments.

Until now, extremist groups could thrive so long
as they did not break any domestic law and thus,
innumerable organisations have proliferated over
the years claiming to be victims of religious or politi-
cal persecution. They
have been openly running recruitment centres and
raising funds to support “liberation struggles” or
“jehad™ in other countrics. From new on, such ac-
tivities could be construed as a “conspiracy’’ 1o ex-
portt terrorism.

The list of groups, which India wants banned, in-
cludes the Lashkar-e¢-Taiba und the Harkat-ul-Muja-
hideen, while Sri Lanka wants a ban on the L'lyf



XK to let LTT}Z
the hook for'n

HT Correspondent
Cofombo, February 18 \z\ 'v

THE NEW British anti-terrorism
law will be comiag into force on
Monday but there will he no simul-
taneous announcement of apy st
of banned foreign terrosist organi-
sations, Londen correspondents of
Sri Lankan Sunday papers say,
guoting British officials.

In effect, this means that several
foreign terrorist organisations,
including the LTTE, are being let
off the hook. at least for the time
heing,

Political observers here attribute
this stance to the delicate stage in
which the Norwegian brokered
peace process in Sri Lanka is at the
moment. Thanks to the British
interest in keeping the peace
process here going, the other for-
eign terrorist groups in tline for
proscription will also be let off the
hook, albeit for the time heing
only.

By refraining from proscribing
any foreign terrorist organisation
now, the British government will
be seen as being even-handed and
neutral in the Sri Lankan context.
This is because, a ban on the LTTE
will alicnate the Tamils even
though i1 will please the Sri
Lankan govermrment. On the other
hand, not banning the LTTE while
banning other foreign terrorist
organisations will give the impres-
sion that the LTTE is being

favoured and Colombo iy nn
poing to like it. The British may
want to avoid being caught in such
CONLIOVETsICs.

The British have a role to play in
finding a solution to the 5ri
Lankan ethnic problem, especially
after the consesrvative junior minis-
ter. Dr Liam Fox, had brokered a
bi-partisan Sri Lankan approach to
the LTTE in April 1997, The UK is
also home to many Tamil refugees
and International Headquarters of
the LTTE.

Britain can and wants o play &
suppertive role in the Norwegian
peace bid. Its clout and potential
role could be jeopardised if {t 18
seen to be biased by any one of the
two sides in the conflict,

The peace process in Sri Lanka is
now at a delicate stage, Despite
periodic sabre-ratding from both
the Sri Lankan government and
the LTTE, the Norwegian peace
bid is going on with visible signs of
progress.

The two sides are discussing
Confidence Building Measures
{CBMs) ahead of direct talks.
Norway is even working on a group
of countries which will monitor the
implementation of Any
Memorandum of Understanding
{MOQOU) that may be signed in this
regard.

Ahove all, the government is now
observing an unofficial cegue-fire
in response ti the LTTE sdnilater-
al cease-fire.
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AFG ISTAN'S RULING
Taliban militia is considering a new
proposal to resolve the issue of
international terrorist Osama Bin
Laden, foreign minister Wakil
Ahmad Mutawakel said today, urg-
ing the US not to shut the doors on
reaching an understanding.

"We call upon the US not to close
the doors to understanding. We are
comsidering to work out a fourth
proposal on the issue of Osama Bin
Laden," Mutawakel told AFP. He
¢ said the latest proposal had not

been yet chalked out,

"We are just prepared to consider.
,‘i’[)he said, speaking from the
southern city of Kandahar. The US

has ordered the Taliban 1o closc is
New York office in line with the
UN sanctions slapped last mwonth
to punish Taliban rulers for refus-
ing to hand over Laden,

The Taliban had cariier said
Washington should provide to the
Taliban Supreme Court evidence o
Laden's alleged involvement i ter-
rorist attacks. It later offercd 10

keep Laden under surveillance of

monitors from the Orgamisation of
the Islamic Conlerence.

The third Taliban proposal wus
that a panel of clerics trom imree
Islamic states should come to
Afghahistan to deal with the Laden
issue. AFB, Kabul

-
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‘Britain’s anti-terrorist
law will stifle dissent:, .,

LONDON: The sweeping anti-ter-

=rorist legislation that comes into

*force in Britain this month, is being
hailed by the government as a pow-
erful weapon against international
violence. But opponents say the law
will stifle dissent, making it illegal
{o post information on the Internet
or wear a subversive T-shirt.

The Terrorism Act, which takes ef-
fect on Monday next, empowers
Britain to outlaw groups that com-
mit acts of violence both at home
and abroad — and to crack down on
supporters who channel funds and
Tecruits to terrorist organisations.
Potential targets are already react-
ing sharply. “It’s goodbye to the
peace talks” if Britain bans the
Tamil  Tigers, London-based

spokesman Anton Balasingham was’

quoted as saying in a Tamil-language
newspaper published in Sri Lanka.
An animal rights activist com-
. plains that someonc who frees bea-
" gles raised for experiments will
have fewer rights than murderers.
Governments have pressed the
British to outlaw organisations such
as the Tamil Tigers, the Islamic resis-

tance movement, or Haafas, and the
Kurdistan Work arty, the PKK.

The home office says that it has
nol vet decided which groups to
ban. It plans to issue a list some
time after the new law takes effect.

The law was created to plug holes
in the existing legislation, much of

which was rushed into effect in [

1974, after the Irish Republican
Army bombs killed 19 people in
Birmingham. Unlike the United
States, Britain does not maintain a
list of foreign organisations banned
from operating on its soil — the
only outlawed groups are Northern
Irish patamilitaries, including the
IR A and the pro-British Ulster De,

fence Association. }’A
Conspiring to comrnit YertOrist
activities abroad was only fnade il-
legal in Britain after the 1998
bombing at Omagh in Northern
Ireland, which killed 29 pecple.
Critics say the legal gaps have
made Britain a haven for terrorist
groups. “Most major citics of the
world have support groups for ter-
rorist organisations, and London has
often been criticised for not doing
anything about it,” said Paul Wilkin-
son, director of the Centre for the
Study of Terrorism and Political Vio-

~

lence at St Andrew’s University. ae) _J

-
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Sri rinagar

stormed

HT Correspondent
Srinagar, Feoruary 9 43 \r"\/}/\

N

SUSPECTED Lashkar-e-Tayycba
militants today stormed the main
police control room (PCR) com-
plex in Srinagar on Friday evening.
Initial reports said two policemen
and a militant were killed and six
police personnel wounded in the
attack. The gunfight was coniinu-
ing till last reports came in.

Folice sources ssid that SP
{South) R K Jhala was among the
injured. The PCR complex has
about dozen offices of the police.
As many as 100 policemen were
presumed to be inside the complex
at the time of the militant attack.

Sources said a group of militants

A

the Lashkar appearcd at itie main
entrance of the coniral room in
Batamaloo around 7.15 pm. The
militapts Hired on the policemen
guarding the complex. The mili-
tants then rushed inside and ook
up pasition inside s building near
the office of the 38 Control Room,

The Army and the BSF Luve
been culled in und the catire arca
nas beenn sealed. BSE bus sent in
twa bulletproof vehicles to identity
ihe exact place where the militants
are holed up. A spokesman of the
Lashkar told newspaper offices in
Srinagar oo phone that four mili-
tants—-Sajahuddin, Abu Halfiz,
Abdullah  Omar and  Abu
Mawiya-—were behind the attack.

lice complex

“ashkar blamed’

pelouging 1o the suicide squad of

This is the first major militant
atlack after the ceasefire was
extended for the third 1me on
January 23.

in a related development, the
Centre finaliscd a two-pronged
strategy to wstil confidence among
the Sikh community in Kashmir.
The strategy inctudes deploying
additional paramilitary forces,
especially  in Sikh-dominated
arcas, and extending support to
the State in providing fresh
avenues of emplovment to Sikh
vouths. The strategy was finalised
at a high-level meeting chaired by
the Prime Minister, who is under- .-
stood to have deputed Defe
Minister George Fernandes t
Srinagar tomorrow.
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. AGENCE FRANCEPRESSE

| ISLAMABAD, Feb. 9. — Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban militia has
 reiterated its willingness to discuss sending indicted derrorist -
" Osama bin Laden for trial by Muslim clerics in an Islamic coun- |

‘ spokesman Mr Tahir Khushnood said. | ‘
i “They are prepared to talk if the USA is prepared to talk.” TK

aliban ready for
Osama tr1al 1in
Islamic fpguntry

try, a Pakistani official said today.
An interior ministry spokesman said the Islamic militia vmced :
its preparedness to consider such a proposal in talks with visit- |
ing Pakistani interior minister Mr Moinuddin Haider in Afgha- |
nistan this week.

“They are prepared to talk about handing over Osama to a thlrd
country .., if they are convinced that he will be given a fair trial,”

USA has previously rejected the idea, which the Taliban has sug
gested in the past as a way of breakmg the bitter deadlock over
the Laden issue.Mr Khushnood said Pakistan was prepared to '
“mediate” between the Taliban and Washington on the third-par- ‘
ty idea, but not on other matters. ! i
Mr Haider this week became the first high-level Pakistani offi-

" cial to visit Afghanistan since military ruler General Prevez

Musharraf seized power here in & coup in October 1999
Musharraf suggestion: Gen. Musharraf has said that the Tali- |
ban militia will never hand over Osama bin Laden to the USA ;
and suggested the indicted terrorist be tried by a court in a third
country, PTI adds from Dubai.“The USA is demanding that La-
den be handed over to it. ...This is impossible and the Taliban
will never hand him over,” Gen. Musharraf told Arabic daily the
Al Khaleej. He said Laden’s trial in a third country by Islamic
judges is not an impossible option, given that two Libyan sus-
pects in the Lockerbie mbing case were tried in a Scottish court
m the Netherlands. 2'hey (Taliban) also do not mind if the trial
takes place in Pgjefstan or Egypt. But they also say there is no
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REUTERS

WASHINGTON, Feb. . - Mus-
lim extremists, including the
Saudi dissident, Osama Bin
Laden, are posting encrvpted,
or scrambled, photographs and
messages on popular websites
and using them to plan attacks
against the US and Its allies, a
newspaper report sald here to-
day.

The USA Toduv quoted US
law enforcement officials and
experts as saving that exirem-
ists were using e-mail. compu-

Terrori

IR, — T am a human being
pJObut human rights are not
applicable to me, because [ am
an Indian Musiim woman.

The entire Muslim law of suc-
cession discriminates against
women. Even if T am the sole
surviving child of my parents,
as a daughter, T will get only
half of my father's inheritance
while the other half goes to his
brothers and sisters, no matter
what kind of relationship they
had with him. 8o, also, of my
mother's possessions, I will get
only half and the rest go to her
siblings.

If an inheriting brother and
in Adis hefane Flo

terised files, a
hide maps anc
their targets,
for carrying
gports chat roc
ic builetin b
web sites.

The interne
new form ot 1!
cold war-era
spies left infe
per quoted off

They said ih
scrambled us
tion programs
that advocate

siatpr wava

T ST ATESW

MUSLIM WOMEN

It shocked my conscienc
this is the law as adminis
by the Indian Court
Muslims,

The makers of the [
Constitution  directed
endeavour to secure fo
citizens a uniform civil
But the secular parties de
to  allow this kind
discrimination to continue
the BJP-led coalition p
decided to leave the matt
of the national agenda
proposal for a common
code may he a controy
matter but certain chan;
existing Muslim law as

T7 Ep 21
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Tashkar behind Sikh killings

Shishir Gupta ‘ \ @[\ﬁ

New Deiht, February 7

HE PAN-ISLAMIC
I Lashkar-e Tuyyeba  (LeT)

has been identificd as the
group behind  last  Saturday's
killings of Sikhs in Srinagar.

Highly-placed Government
sources said the Sikhs were being
targeied by the LeT to derail the
peace process, The objective s to
vitiale the atmosphere so muoch
tirt NDA purtners. notably the
Akali Dal, chalienge the ceasefire,

It was on February 3 that two
LeT activists opened tire on #
group of Sikhs in Mahjoor Nagar,
gunning down six of them and
grivvously injuring ¢ight.

On Japuary 19, the Government
way informed at the highest level
about the possibidity of the Sikh
commuzitty being targeied by the
militynts, The infopsiation was
bascd on radio_aftereepts from
Pukistan-Oceupied Kashmir

, A\
{Pal). \ r

According to ihe sources, tinn-
munication  butween the PoK-
based LoeT camps. code-rnaimed
"Salahbuddin® and "Khyber”. was
picked up by the Indiai listening
posts. The massacre was ordered

aatiiched probiems findioy

Bired for the opecation,

THE SECOND rnost dgeadly militant outhit i1zk-ul-Mommin has neen
wiped out in Jammu and Kashmir by the Siate Police.,

This is the second group to nave bean wipgu out from the inan of
Kashmir milttancy in the past less than a month. The police had arrest-
ed the entire 1op ieadersfin of the Jamai-uk-Muahadeen group thrae
weeks ago. Director General of Polce A« Suri said that the asnhmir
Police have arrested &ii the top ieaders of the group in Sningjzar. "The
group had deadiy plans and the arrest of its leaders has heipod us in
preventing those actions by the group”.,

The Hizb-ul-Mommin that had ¢laimed responsibiiity for assassinat-
ing Shia Musiim ieader Agha Sayed Mehdi and also fwo attempts on
the fife of ancther Shia leader Mouivi Ifikiiar Hussain Ansari, Tound its
tap teadership in the net of the State Police. HYC, Jammu

within davs but was delaved as the
“volun-
teers”, The assessment here 1 that
the Lo paid 4ty suny o3 Hitmen

While the security torees w» ere on
tigh aiert and were keeping: o vigil

by a LeT commander identified as
Mawl,
The order was to be exceuind

the Line of Contral,

Y

on the Sikh-inhahited viituges near
the outfit
struck at Srinagar. The security

establisiiment kept its calm and did
oot resort ey any retalitory action
like the onc prompted by the
Chhittisiwoghpara killings.

The killings did anger the com-
munity, which took to the streets.
The Aren had 1o be called out in
Jammu alter one person was killed
and two were injured o police fir-
ing on an agitated mob, To guard
against any "over-reaction” from
the sccurity forces, the Army has
since stepped up vigil,

In fact, Chiet of Army Statf Gen.
S. Padmanabhan and senior offi-
cials flew to Srinagar yesterday to
size up the situation. They also
mect Lt General R.EK Nanawati,
the newly appointed Northern
Army Commander, to  review
developments. .

The Army Chicfs visit will help
iy in gelting first-hand account
of the massacre, His advice to the
ficld eommanders” Regardless of
the provocation, there s no need
to press the panic button.
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FROMED CROPLEY

Edinbtirgh, Feb. 2 (Reuters): The
American families of victims of
the Lockerbie air disaster are to
sue the Libyan government for up
to $10 billion in damages, their
lawyer said today.

Jim Kreindler told BBC Radio
Scotland the conviction of Libyan
secret service agent Abdel Basset
al-Megrahi for the murder of 270
people over the Scottish town in
1988 gave them sufficient grounds
tolaunch a civil action.

“With the conviction of
Megrahi and a very detailed ex-
plicit finding that he was an agent
and employee of the JSO —an arm
of the Libyan Government — we
are in a position to hold Libya re-
sponsible as his principal or em-
ployver,” Kreindler said.

*“This finding should facilitate

our abilityﬂtain a very large

]udg‘ment against Liby a this
year."

He said it could involve dam-
ages totalling $10 billion.

“Qur suit against Libya not
only seeks additional compensa-
tion, but it seeks punitive dam-
ages to punish Libya, the JSO and
its emplovees for the intentional
murder of a plane (1oad) of its vie-
tims.”

Megrahi was sentenced to 20
years in a Scottish prison on
Wednesday for committing
Britain's biggest mass murder, He
has two weeks following the con-
viction to lodge an intention to ap-
peal.

Now that the main criminal
trialis over — bar an appeal — the
way is ciearer for the families to
push ahead with a civil case
against Libva.

THE TELSG® &
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Jim Kreindley’ s father Lee,
whois lead counsel and chairman
of the 150 families of f.ockerbie
victims, said the conclusions of
the special Scottish court in the
Netherlands supported their cagse.

“The written judgment con-
cludes that what Megrahi did was
in concert with the Libyan gov-
ernment,” he told the UAE’s Eng-
lish language Gulf News.

“He was a fairly high-ranking
officer in the Libvan Intelligence
Agency and his activities ap-
peared to have, and can be rea-
soned to have, government in-
valvement,” Lee Kreindler said.

“But we have to prove that
now,” he said, adding that it
waould take six months to pat facts
together,

“We are no longer prevented
from getting evidence so we will
move forward irrespective of

to sue leya

!W\"V‘-’

whether there is an appeal.”
Yesterday, Scotland’s top legal
officer, Colin Boyd -— the man
who decides whether further pros-
ecutions can go ahead — pointed
an accusing finger at Colonet
Muammar Gaddafi and his
Libyan government, saying it was
clear Megrahi hadnot acted alone.
However Boyd, the Lord Advo-
cate, said there was insufficient
evidence to lJaunch eriminal pro- |
ceedings against any other per- |
s0ns or parties at present.
Afederal jury was selected ves-
terdayv in the case against four
(sama bin Laden allies charged
with conspiring with the Saudi
dissident to bomb US embassies in
East Africa in twin 1998 atiacks
that killed more than 200 people.
Opening statements are due to

begin Monday in } hattan fed-
eral court.




" EU supports Delhi’s propobél
on g /K -terrorism conventlorg

The Times of india News Service

NEW D HI: The Evropean Union on Monday extended\strong sup-
port to New Delhi’s proposal for a comprehensive UN convention agajnst
temmsm
This was conveyed by visiting Enropean comuuissioner for exteraal re-
Iaimns Chris Patten during meetings with exfernal affairs minister
Jaswant Singh and national security adviser Brajesh Mishra, Counter-ter-
rotism experts from the two sides are likely to meet soon to discuss joint
measures to combat fercorism, Mr Patten told reporters adding the gues-
tion of financing of terrorism also needed to be discussed threadbare.
“We are deterroined to raise the profile of our relations with India,” Mr
Patten said. Now that India-EU relations are on firm ground, there was
the need fo “put refations between EU-India on a businesstike basis.” The
EU, Mr Patten said was keen to “broaden and deepen ties with India.” ..
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Camp Zeist (Netherlands), Jan.
31 (Reuters); A Libyan intelli-
gence agent was convicted today
of murdering 270 people in the
bombing of a Pan Am jumbo jet
over Lockerbie in Scotland 12
years ago.

In a dramatic climax to the
nine-month trial at a heavily
guarded court in the Netherlands,
Abdel Basset al-Megrahi was
found guilty, but co-accused Al-
Amin Khalifa was acquitted and
set free. In an 82-page written
judgement, the court said it ac-
cepted evidence that Megrahi
“was a member of the JSO (Jama-
hariya Security Organisation), oc-
cupying posts of fairly high rank”.

FROM DOUGLAS HAMILTON \

-

latives of the victims said
this verdict made it plain that the
Lockerbie bombing wak a case of
state terrorism and that Libyan
leader Muammar Gaddafl was be-
hind it. Jim Swire, who lost his
student daughter in the suitcase
bombing of the Pan Am jumba jet,
collapsed after the verdict was is-
sued by presiding judge Lord
Sutheriand.

Relatives, including many
who had flown in at short notice
from the United States, gasped
then broke into sobs, holding each
other, They had waited 10 years to
see the Libyans handed over for
trial, and two more years for a ver-
dict. A spokesman for American
families said the conviction of
Megrahi

pointed directly to

Al-Amin Khalifa and Abdel
Basset All el-Megrahi. (AFP)

Gaddafi as the author of one of the
worst terrorist outrages of mod-
ern times, Megrahi's lawyer said
his client maintained his inno-
cence.State-run Libyan televisiony
reported that he would launch an

appeal, and Libya’s UN envoy told
CNN that Libya *had nothing to
do with this tragedy at all.”

President George W. Bush ap-
planded the conviction and said
the government of Libya must
take responsibility. The White
House also issued a statement say-
ing that the delivery of the verdict
against suspects in the Pan Am
flight 103 hombing was not enough
to signify an end to UN sanctions
against Libya.

In a unanimous verdict, three
Scottish judges found Megrahi, 49,
guilty of planting the bomb
aboard a flight in Malta which
connected via Frankfurt with Pan
Am’s London-to-New York flight,

The judges were also unani-
mous in acquitting co-accused

—

Aibyan coggeted in Lockerbie case

Libyan Al-Amin Khalifa of caus-
ing the explosion, which de-
stroyed the Boeing 747 at cruising
altitude over Lockerbie. It killed
all 259 aboard and 11 people in the
town.

“In view of the verdict of the
court, you are how discharged and
free to go,” Lord Sutherland toid
Fahima, who immediately left the
courtroom. “He maintains his in-
nocence, so there is nothing I can
say by way of mitigation,” said
Megrahi’slawyer Bill Taylor. The
verdijct took Jess than five minutes
to announce. Megrahi andKhalifa
sat side by side in the dock as they
have done for the past 85 sessions.
They were dressed in traditiona
swhite robes, Khalifa in a dar,
and Megrahi a white one.

THE TELEGRAPK
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 *Pak. training militan

By B. Muralidhar Redtly\r;‘{gw

ISLAMABAD, JAN, 30 The Pakistani
military establishment is deeply
involved in the funding and train-
ing of the militant groups en-
paged in Kashmir operations, an
article in the latest issue of Tirne
magazine has claimed. In a report
from Islamabad and Muzarrabad,
the magazine has given concrete
instances of encouragement to the
military outfits from the Musharraf
regime and said [ndia’s allegations
of involvement of Pakistan in fo-
menting rrouble in Kashmir ‘rings
a let ruer”.

"Despite a decade of denials —
Islamabad insists it provides only
moral and pelitical support, not
training or tangible aid — Pakistan

_ is fuelling militant activity in Kash-

mir,

Budget session
from Feb. 19

By Qur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 30. The session of
Parliament would start on Febrii-
ary 19 and subject to exigencies of
Government business would con-
clude on May 11.

It would start with an address
hy the President, Mr. K.R, Naraya-
joint sitting of the two
s at the Central Hall of Par-
Mment House at 11 a.m.

Of the five main militant grougs
operating in Kashmir, four are
based in Pakistan. where open
recruiting and fund- raising are
commonplace. Training of mili-
tants is also dene on Pakistani soil.
The Pakistani military is deeply in-
volved, especially in the smuggling
of anti-Indian militants across the
Line of Control”, the article said.

It begins on a dramatic nofe
containing the alleged conversa-
tion hetween the Lashkar milizants
and a Pakistani Army Colonel min-
utes after the Srinagar airport at-
tack on January 16.

The magazine has said in re-
sponse to a telephane query by the
Colonel as spon as the Lashkar
militants had wireless information
ahout the attack the militants in
Islamabad told him “why don’t
you tind out from your side?” as

t gr})u/ps’

liLe}«' are not the only one's here to
receive the radio transmission.

“Militant groups have roots all
gver Pakistan, from  their weli-
equipped fraining centres i Mu-
zaftarabad — the capital of Pakis-
tant’s slice of Kashmir ~- and the
country’'s  Northwest  Frontier
Province to the nice, middle class
hauses in Lahore and Jslamabad.
Those houses may look no difter-
ent from their ncighhours at the
first giance, but what about thy
strange antennas on the roofs, the
international phone lines and the
transient occupants,” with un-
kerupt hair, camouflage jackets

and hiking boots? And what of

thase unmarked four-wheel drive
vehicles pulling up at dawn with
clock work precision”, the article

said. / -
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~Help stop J&K'V wolence Vijayarajé p: passes away
U.S. tells Paklstan

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \L

WASHINGTON, JAN. 25. The Bush
administration has welcomed
the extension of the ceasefire in
Kashmir by the Indian
Government and has called on
Pakistan to use its influence
with the militant groups "very
soon” to halt the violence.

At the State Department, the
spokesman was asked about the
extension of the ceasefire,
whether the peace process was
moving forward or stagnating
and about India's insistence on
deciding which of the Kashmiri
leaders should go (o Pakistan
for talks.

On the extension of the
ceasefire, the spokesman Mr.
Richard Boucher, said,
“Certainfy we think it’s a good
thing. We welcome the
announcement by the Indian
Government. This followed on
earlier steps, positive steps that
we have seen from both India
and Pakistan. We believe the
peace process would be greatly
enhanced if the Kashmiri
militant groups responded
positively to India’s

...,h‘

announcement by t%ng teps
to halt the violence. We would
encourage all the parties to
take initiatives to reduce
violence and foster peace to
end the conflict in Kashmir”.

The spokesman said that he
did not have any ideas on what
the composition of the
delegation to the talks should
be. “... our general view has
been that all the groups, that
everybody involved should halt
the violence and be involved in
the process, that the
Government of Pakistan as well
should use its influence with
the militant groups very soon
to halt the violence”,
Mr.Boucher said.

EU hails decision

PTI reports from New Delhi:

The European Union (EU}
today welcomed the extension
of ceasefire by India and hoped
there would be an
“encouraging response’ from
Pakistan to pave way for a
peaceful settlement of the
Kashmir issue.

*Kashmir only h% 13

By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELH!, JAN. 28. The senior Bha-
radya Janata Party leader, Vijava-
raje Scindia — popularly known

s "Rajmata’” — died here early
this morning atter a prolonged ill-
ness.

Ailing from meningitis and oth-
er medical complications, the
“Rajmata” was admitted 1o the
Apollo Hospital an January 2. She

breathed her last at about 3.20,

a.m., doctors said. She had bech
in deep coma for the past few
days.

She is survived by three daugh-
ters — Ms, Usha, the Union Min-
ister., Ms., Vasundhara, and Ms.
Yasodhara — and a son, the se-
nior Congress leader, Mr. Mad-
havrao Scindia. The last riles will
be performed at her Jai Vilas Pal-
ace in Gwalior on January 27,
family sources said.

The Rajmata’s body was taken
to Gwalior by a special plane later
in the afterncon from her Scindia
Villa residence here, where it was
kept for a couple of hours for peo-
ple 1o pay their respects.

Besides Mr. Scindia, Ms. Va-
sundhara, her two sisters and im-
mediate family members. the
Union Home Minister Mr. [.K.

zAdvani,  who
. was amaong the
- first few to rush
to the hospital

7 body fram New
Dethi to Gwalior.

Her body was taken from Apol-
lo Hospital to the All [ndia Insti-
wite of Medical Sciences where
cmbalming was done.  From
there. her body was taken to Scin-
dia Villa, where the Presidens, Mr.
K.R. Narayanan, the Vice- Presi-
dent, Mr. Krishan Kant, the Prime
Minister, Mr. A.B, Vajpavee, and

on hearing
about her !
death, accom-
panied the

the Congress president, Ms. Sonia |
Gandhi, were among the first to |

pay floral (ributes.

Vijayaraje was one of the lead-
ing tigures of the BJP and the erst-

while Jan Sangh. She was the |

vice-president, when the BJP was
Tormed in 1980, and continued to
hold the post till her health re-
ceived a setback a couple of vears
agn. She formed the core group of
the party and played a leading
role in the decision-muking proc-
s,

Obit, tributes on Page 13




#"India, Britain .»
discuss terrorism

By Our Special C rx ondent
NEW DELHI, JAN. 23.zdia al:d Bri-
tain have concluded fhe first
meeting of their Joint {Working
Group (JWG) on international ter-
rorism and its nexus wilth drug

trafficking. ~1
The (k‘lega[ion}éo?n thcindiem
side was led by the Joint-Seeretary

(West Furope), Ms. Bhaswati |

Mukherjee, while the British side
! was headed by the Direclor, Secu-
rity, in the British Foreign Office,
Mr. William Ehrman. The deci-
sion to set up a JWG was taken
during the visit to Britain by the
Home Minister, Mr. 1.K. Advani.

Visa for Dubai féte

i DUBAJ, JAN. 23. Indians helding the
¢ International Visa credit card can
get a wvisiting visa to Dubai
through the Emirate Airlines dur-
ing the Dubai Shopping Festival
2001 beginning March 1.
“Indian shoppers are very cru-
cial and important to us and we
are very pleased to offer this spe-

cial facility to allow Indians to vis-
it Dubai,” the CEO of the festival, |

Mr. Tlussain Ali Lootah, said.
The visa, valid for 60 davs in-

cluding exit day, would cost $ 45 3.

passport, he said. — PTI
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“Terrorists’ bombs’klll 9 in J&K

Bla b1d on g"f&” :

] u NC
head oftice

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
AND AGENTIES -

SRINAGAR/JAMMU, Jan. 21
— Militants today blew up a
- government bus and targeted a
security vehicle, killing nine
peopie and injuring 41 in Jarm-
mu and Kashmir. Pakistan-
backed- militants also exploded
a bomb just outside the Natio-
nal Conference headquarters in

Jammu this morning.
A State ERoad Transport

Corporation bus, carrying
civilians and Armymen, was
blown up in a landmine

explosion near Kreeri at Pattan
in Baramulla district around
10 a.m,, killing six passengers
and injuring 19, an official
spokesman said.

The dead included two of the
10 soldiers travelling in the bus
from their Watergam camp to
Pattan. The injured - 11
civilians and eight Armymen —
were admitted to hospitals
where the condition of maost of
them was reportedly critical.
About 20 kg of RDX was used
ta blow up the bus on its way to
Pattan from from Kaw-check
~ilage, the spokesman said.

]w Jammu. militants planted

o t\p’om e device ir a munici-
padiis dusthie outside the Sher-

wenmir Bhavan in Residency
Foad, the NC headquarters in
the winter capital.

Though there were no
casualities, the impact of the
blast was so powerful that
window panes of nearby houses
were shattered, SRTC buses
suffered damage, and a few

7T»h§ r[rqngled remains of the bus hiown up by militants at Kreeri in Baramulia on Sunday. — PT!

buildings developed cracks.

Soon after the blast at 7 a.m.,
police covered the area and a
search operation was started
but no arrests were made.

Another grenade explosion in
Pulwama town killed two
civiilans and a policeman, and
injured 19 people, including
two policemen. The grenade
was hurled towards a security
patral, but it migsed the targer
and exploded on a busy road.
causing the civilian casualties,
the spokesman said.

Another greup of terrorists
attacked an Indo-Tibetan
Border Police camp and gunned
down two surrendered
militants in the Kashmir valley
where police repulsed attacks

by uitrf'on their posts and a
R~

bridge since last evening.

An official spokesman said the
militants fired two rifle gren-
ades towards the ITBP.camp at
Gazigund, seme 80 km from
here on the Srinagar-Jammu

National Highway around
8.45 a.m.

Paolice killed <ix militants in
Arnin, Tom: - o ftornoeen.

+ has been
fnllowing
Inteiin that Pak-
\})Unw s i~ are bent on
disrapring peace process and
may strike in 2 bigway on the
Republic Day.

Though the security had been
intensified in Jammu in the
last week of December follow-

Alert: &

S0

-ing the reports that the four

Lashkar militants, involved in

THE STATESMAN

the Red Fort shootout, had
sneaked inte the area,
emphasis had now been laid on
security in Srinagar city.

All entry peints to Srinagar
are being constantly monitored
and vehicles regularly frisked
along with the commuters

Police said more bharmcades

have been erected < - uds
leading to Srinave:r. *lice
have got reports ihs' the
Jamaiat-ul-Mujahidecs  vith

the help of the [Lash .
Taiyaba may carry out ac
on Republic Day.

The main venue for Republic
Day celebrations in Jammu —
Maulana Azad Stadium — has
been declared gpt of bounds for
everybody uding journal-
ists.




SIX MILITANTS, FOUR JAWANS AMONG 12 KILLED - .

«5rﬁ

By Shujaat Bukhari

JAMMU, JAN. 16. Twelve persons,
including six Lashkar-e-Taiba fi-
dayeen (suicide squad) members,
and four CRPF jawans were killed
in a fierce gunfight at the gate of
the highly-guarded Srinagar air-
port this afternoon. The attack,
first major strike of the year, was
another atiempt by the Lashkar to
storm the airport on the outskirts
of the Siate capital after a similay
bid was foiled on January 7

Reports said that a stolen jeep
of the State Forest Department
(JK.C 7338) halted some distance
from the airport’s main gate
around 2,45 p.m. Immediately, six
heavily-armed militants in police
uniforms alighted and began fir-
ing at personnel of the CRPF's 8th
battalion manning the gate, 1 ki
from the main complex. The mil-
itants had followed a Minister's
car going to the airpoart.

The CRPFE jawans returned the
fire killing two militants instantly.
The others sped o a shopping
complex nearby. Two militants
continued firing from there while
the others reached another gate,
closer to the airport, and engaged
the security forces there, All the
four militants were killed in the
battle. By then, at least 20 persons
including two civifians had faced
the brunt of the firing.

Official sources, however, said
the six militants were killed at the
first gate itself The operation
ended around 5.30 p.m., police
said. The Minister of State for
Home, Mr. Mushtagq Ahmed
Lone, told The Hindu that 11 per-
sons, six of them militants, three
CRPF jawans and two civilians.
were killed and 13 injured. "The
security forces have successfully
foiled the militants’ attempt to
storm the airport.” Late in the
evening, police sources con-
tirmed the death of four CRPF ja-
wans taking the toll to 12, Three
warmen constables and nine {a-
wans of the CRPF and a State po-
lice constable are being treated at
the Air Force haspital,

just 10 minutes after the attack,
a Lashkar spokesman telephoned
the [ocal news agency CNS and
claimed responsibility. He said
“ouy of the-€ix militants were in-

Lashkar bid to storm
gar alrp

{
1
1

ort foiled

Security forces rushing towards the Srinagar airport after Lashkar-e-Taiba militants
attempted to storm the compiex on Tuesday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

volved in the January 7 attack. e
identified the militants as Abdu
Ubaida Tariq, Abu Hanzal, Abu
Abduilah, Abu Abdullah Sayaf,
Abu Khubaib and Abu Osama, all
said to be Pakistani nationals.
Soon after the incident, security

was further tightened at sensitive

installations in the cify. The Cliief

Mipister, Dr. Faroog Abdullah,
along with the Idrector-General
of Police, Mr. Ashok K. Suri,
rushed to the spot.

Talking to reporters later, Dy

Abdullah said such attacks would
not deter the Government from A
the task of restoring peace. {:

cording to a PTI report, Dr. Ab- |
dullah later left for New Delhi to
apprise the Centre of the situa- |

3 . Yi(]f}).\é ‘
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Concern,

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 18, Notwithstanding the seriousness
of the attack by militants on the Srinagar airport
complex, the Centre has reasons to be satislied with
the response of the security forces, which by eve-
ning had managed to kill all the six members of the
Lashkar-e-Taiba suicide squad. Asserting that there
was ne “security lapse”, those in know of the "op-
eration” at Srinagar, believe that the CRPF person-
nel did a “splendid job” in responding to the
attack.

In fact, while there was a sense of concern, there
was no panic among senior policy-makers. The
Union Home Minister, My. L. K. Advani, did nor
deemn it necessary to make any change in his travel
plans to Mumbai, The “review” was only ar the
official level,

However, the officials were suggesting that after
today’s failed attempt at the Srinagar airport com-
plex, those wanting to reconsider the peace-proc-
ess would gain an upper hand. In any case, there is
bound to be further delay in taking a decision
about granting passports to the Hurriyat delega-
tion wanting to ga to Pakistan.

‘Reprehensible’ says Brajesh ra
PTI reports;
The Government tonight teripéd as “reprehen-

—_—————— et
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not panic

sible” the abortive bid by militants to storm the
Srinagar airport and accused Pakistan of failing to
rein in terrorists operating from its tetritory and
sabotaging the peace process in Jammu and Kash-
mir.

“The attack is reprehensible,” the National Secu-
rity Adviser, Mrt. Brajesh Mishra, said adding,
"while India is trying for peace, Pakistan is not
reining in the militant groups and sabotaging the
peace efforts.”

PTI reports from Srinagar:

The J&K police had prior specific information
that miiitants would carry out an attack on Srina-
gar airport, the State Director-General of Police,
Mr. A.K. Suri, said today.

“We had specific information that the militant
group would be indulging in a Fidayeen attack. So
we had erected additional barriers leading to the
airport and ensured thai militanis did not get past
them,” he told Star News.

Mr. Suri said the 16-~vear-old girl who was killed
in the gun battle between security forces and mil-
itants near the airport was suspected (o be an asso-
ciate of the ultras.

“There are suspicions that she may be an associ- {.
ate of the militants because she was noticed trav-

eliing in the area three tmes.”
were investigating the matter, he said.

However, police !



/ OMETIMES, a more fright-
- Sem'ng mutual enemy can
drive two enemies to each
other's arms. Perhaps the rising
of a new horror inspired the
recent peace parleys, ghmmering
bleakly like the winter sun over
the mountains and valleys of
Jammu and Kashmir,
With the exploding growth of
terrorist groups like Lashkar-i-
Taiyaba ("Army of the Pure"),
perhaps both Atal Behari Vaj-
payee and General Pervez Mu-
sharraf sense the new Frank-
enstein monster now threatening
to run amok in two countries,
Perhaps both the embittered
nations, particularly Pakistan,
sensge time is skating on thin ice,
The Lashkar-i-Taiyaba variety of
monsters tends to go the scripted
way of other engineered mon-
sters. Like Bhindranwale's ghost
devouring Indira Gandhi, they
tend to first live off and then
destroy their creator.
So, Pakistan has reasons to feel
nervous. The Lashkar-i-Taiyaba
is spinning out of Gen. Mush-
arraf's control. Hounded by a
doomed economy, psychopathic
fanatics masquerading as reli-
gious leaders, and his nation's
tradition of replacing one mili-
tary dictator with the next, the
perspiring General may have felt
the heat hot enough to try coal
things along the LAC.
That his army sven announced
a pull-out recently from the

F rapkens

border was significant enough,
whether it actually happened or
not. That Mr Vajpayee hasn't
ruled out meeting his shaky
counterpart in neutral territory
was significant enough, whether
he actually does se or not. The
factors that force an event are
often more telling than the event.

At this point in history, Indo-
Pakistani peace parleys are des-
tined to go the same indeter-
minafe way as the preceding
peace pow-wows. The radical and
linatic fringes on both sides
ensure that. But keep squeezing
the factor, and who knows, some
magic may flow out of the event.

One factor, the economic pum-
bers, is old hat. In 1998, the
Pokhran vear, India spent two
per cent of its $463 billion GDP
on defence. Pakistan spent about
five per cent of its $61 hillion
GDP on defence, including an
army hardly half the size of the
1.1 million-personnel Indian
Army.

With an increasing foreign debi,
a failed economy and a hungry
army, Pakistan stares starkly at
a bankrupt future.

India, according to estimates,
has nearly half a million troops
in Kashmir. 1t can't afford the

THE STATESW
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tein monsters

Arrested militants of the Lashka:-2-Taiyaba in Srinagar ot 7 January, inset: Geners

costs of a few hundred crores in
rupees daily and neither can it
afford the Inevitable negative
backlush such a massive army
presence has on the local popu-
lation, For Pakistan, the terrorist
groups it alds and abets are a
nice ciieap way of keeping a huge
chunk of the Indian Army tied
down and bleeding in Kashmir.

New a new kid on the block is
changing those old =guations.
With a recent series of terrorist
strikes, the Lashkar-i-Taiyaba is
¢.aorging quickly with a different
dimension of threat. For one, it
doesn't depend on Pakistan for
funding. Money from non-gov-
ernmental organisations in West
Asia and anonymous contri-
butions through the Internet has
reporiedly bloated this group's
belly to the extent it is now
reportedly considering open-ing
its own bank. It's Jehad Inc, on a
new high.

¥or over a decade, Pakistan hag
nurtured and fed a host of
mercenary groups rendered job-
less after the Russians pulled out
of Afghanistan. Promineni Kash-
nir-based groups like the Hizbul
Mujahideen were born cut of
parent groups like Maulana
Abdul Ala Maududi's Jamat-e-
Islami that were partly spon-
sored by Pakistan,

With the recent rise of further
offsprings like the Lashkar-i-
Taiyaba and Harkat-ul-Muja-
hideen, the centre of power gra-
vity shifted out of Kashmir into
Pakistan.

Now Pakistan is increasingly
finding theve are two sides 1o the
anti-ludia sword it crested. The
biggest backlash is coming from
the new wave of redigions schoots
or madrasas that are sprouting
i hundreds ail over Pakistan. In
a country with a 40 per cent ifli-
teracy rate, these madrasas
provide not just free edueation,
hitt frrns £ 3 1 .

A dangerous new
dimension of terrorism
makes the current
peace parleys on
Kashmir a window
both India and
Pakistan cannot
afford to shut, writes
RAJAM

some madrasas funded by the
Sunni poiitical party Sipah-e-
Sahaba Pakistan (SSP) report-
edly even pay parents for
sending their chidren.

These madrasas teach gnly thetr
version of the Quran. They don't
teach mathematics, science or
any form of secular education.
The result is a brainwashed
product that thinks life is bes:
spent in loging it in a jebad. Gen,
Musharraf recently wanted’ the
world to distinguish between a
jehad and terrorism.

But first, he may have to
distinguish between the genuine
meaning of jehad and the psyche-
pathic version of it. Istamic
scholars say the real jehad,
meaning “striving for justice”,
actually means the inner striving
te purify the seif.

Blowing up innocent children to
bits or tossing hand grenades
into crowds ismt part of any
refigion, except the perverted
version of it as practised by the
likes of the Lashkari-Taivaba
Now the relgion anpgle s
becoming unwanted haggsge in
ihe emerging version of jehad.
BResearchers siudying the terror-
ist groups are reporfing a dan-
gerous hew mindset, Kashmir is
710w Pecorming irmalarant
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| Pervez Musharraf, — AP{PTI

Haoly Grail is Islamising
b Asia, starting with a
an-siyle regime in Pa-
n. Gen. Musharraf has good
n to feal nervous. Out of the
ated 40,000 to 50,000
asas in Pakistan, only
4,300 are registered with
‘akistani goverminent. The
s are free radicals running
promoting and celebrating-
rdom. Any funeral of a

killed in Jammu and
wir becomes a rmajor public

with honours and rewards

ed on the swrviving fa-

sther aspect is economic,
ehad Ine booming. Money
{ in 1s making jehad the
growing home business in
in. A mid-level operative
L.ashkar-i-Taiyaba report-
ans about Hs 15,000 a
several tirdes more than
wage monthly Pakistani

ot result i1s that Gen.
raf is now beginning %o
e contrel levers fast
out of his hand. One
e fallout is the radicals
on minerity groups like
as, also <lubbed In the
category, and turning
1 into a blood bath of
1 violence that's already
g to burst around that

Maybe the General
taking bus rides to New
1t he knows it's time to

question is how strate-
«dia can use the current

ne hand, a Taliban-like
with nuclear weapons
i a not-ie-be ignored
= On the other hand,
8 before him, the Gen-
nly using talks with
‘ay for time, play to the
‘he West his country so

' .

exit warrant. The time
may have come for the
b General and his army to
¥ have very little or no
e control over the marniacs
¥ they have unieashed.
Even if very little or no
tangible results emerge
from any peace talks
F with Pakistan, Mr Vaj-
payee and Co, may have reach-
ed a situation in time when they
have to play out the charade.
The Pakistanis respect him,
see him as a statesman and
distinguish him from R53
rabble-rousers. Mayhe the talks
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not reach the flurry of
iplomatic activity, also ulti-
mately futile, that happened
from May 1997, paused after
Pokhran. and resumed from
October 1998 until the historic
bus ride to Lahore in February
1999,

But it may have to be seen
through like a ritual, to pull the
situation back from skating on
thin ice.

The Kashmir conundrum
might take many more genera-
tions to be ultimately solved.
But these little windows, that !
pop open from time to time, are
little openings to the future.
They cannot be ignored. Maybe
it's time to pick up that phene,
Mr Vajpayee.

(The author is o freelunce writerﬁ
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/ Moral low grol%n%w

THE SHOCKING part of the grenade attack on ; gathering in
Srinagar on Sunday in which Farooq Abdullah had a narrow
escape is not that it actually happened. After the attack on Red
Fort and a series of other acts of violence since the Prime
Minister’s announcement of a unilateral cease-fire in Kashmir,
it was expected that the subversives would be looking for a high
profile target. What is disturbing is that it was not one of the
foreign-funded groups such as the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba that did
it, but a group that is one of the main militant interlocutors in
the proposed dialogue that the Hurriyat leaders are itching to
initiate. Shortly after the grenade attack in downtown Srinagar,
the Hizbul phoned an AFP correspondent in Muzaffarabad,
capital of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, claiming responsibility
for the act. Worse still, they have threatened that they will con-
tinue to treat the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister as a
target in the days to come. /{,\ O \

The incident raises the question whether this aiistan-based
group, which holds a prominent position among the armed
outfits spawned with Islamabad’s backing, is genuinely interest-
ed in talks at all. Irrespective of the many failings of Mr
Abdullah’s Government, the fact remains that in any discussion
on the future of Kashmir, he remains a crucial factor. Besides,
he is the elected head of the state Government. It’s true that
the 1996 Assembly elections that sent him to office were not
held in the best of conditions, but that exercise was still better
than what has been happening in the PoK. As for the Hurriyat
leaders, they have yet to seck an endorsement of their claim to
leadership through a popular vote. Moreover, in any engage-
ment seeking to evoive a way out of the current impasse, all
groups and leaders have a right to be consulted.

Just because some outfit flaunts the gun, it does not give it a
natural right to silerfce others who have a different position on
Kashmir. This militates against the idea of a democratic solu-
tion. Ironically, even while the grenade attack was on, Hizbul
chief Salahuddin was telling an interviewer in Islamabad that
he wanted to see more “tangible proof” of New Delhi’s sincer-
ity behind the cease-fire offer. The sheer temerity of this posi-
tion is amazing. Here is a group that continues to persist with

high ground. The brazenness of it all will make
urriyat leaders feel the awkwardness of the
ey seem set to undertake. n
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The Times of India News Service
SRINAGAR: Militants made an abortive attempt on

the life of Jammu and Kashmir chief minister Faroog :
Abdullah on Sunday. Two rifle grenades were fired at |
¢ the venue of the function the CM was attending, offi-

cial sources said. No one was injured in the attack.

The Hizbul Mujahideen has claimed responsibility
for the attack. Inspector-gencral of police A K. Bhan |
wld The Times of fndia News Service the militants :
fired the gremades at the pewly-constructed Haba !
Kadal bridge while the CM was addressing a gather-
ing after inaugurating the bridge about 12.30 p.m. The !
grenades were fired from the Khanvar side in down-
town Srinagar. While onc grenade fell imto the |

Jhelum. the other exploded in
the air, 200 metres from the
venue, the I-G said, :
Security forces in the area
fired several warning shots in -
the air after the attack. The
function. which was disrupted
tor a short while. resumed and
the CM continued his speech.
Undeterred by the attack,
Mr Abhdullah said he work for =
his objective to restore peace -
in Kashmir undeterred by -
“bullets and  bombs™. Mr
Abdullah s one of the 12 VIPs
who have been provided with
“Z-Plus™ sceurity cover in the !
country. The attack has come -8
barely 20 hours after the CM %
said the police had been - |
ardered to kill militants wher-
ever they werc. ~1 do not want -
to fill the jails)” he had told a =
meeting  at  Rafiabad in
Baramulla district on Saturday.
The solution to the Kashmir
problem lies in the restoration
of autonomy to the state and
the conversion of the Line of

esca
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Hurrivat’s breakthrough
must be i Delhi: Hizb

By Siddharth Varadarajan
The Times of India News Service
RAWALPINDI: Even as the much tom-tommed visi
10 Pakistan by a delegation of the All Party Hurg

{

real place (for the Hurriyat leaders) o ¢ a break-
through is Delli™.
{n his first extensive interviey_tofan Indian newspia-

per  since  the ceasefire
announcement. he told The
= Times of India that he wanted
to see tangible proof “of the
. Vajpayce government’s sincer-
ity before hc considered
entering into any kind of polit-
- tcal process with Delhi. Even if
- the APHC lcaders made cer-
7 tain peace proposals that bad
< Delhi’s blessings, Salahuddin
o said he would not be inclhined
. to accepl these unless they
. were backed up by actual
i changes in oificial policy.
. “Hava mein koi cheez gubool
o nahin karenge (We need to be
- convinced about the sincerity
- of the offer before accepting
<ty Unless we see that the
process has started, we cannot
trust the Indian government.”

He said the Hurriyat's visit
was the result of Pakistan's
positive response to India’s
cease-fire: “There has been &
significant de-escalation alony
the Line of Control and noy
the Musharraf regime ha
invited the APHC to com.

Controlinto a soft internation- BALL Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee has said here. My wish is that Tndi
al border so people on both that India will manage its ties with China in grant them the pecessary trav, -

oeople hving there.” he said.

achieve by talking to us.”
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i sides can move about frecly. he the context of the present era, where old ten- ¢l documents, but [ dont sei =
said. “This will allow the peo- siens and coaflicts are giving way to pewer any benefit of them coming;
ple of the slate to visit relationships. Mr Vajpayee, who is scheduled here unless there is some
Pakistan and PoK and see for to meet Chipese leader Li Peng on Monday, breakthrough in India first. ¥
themselves the plight of the said efforts to resolve the border dispute were don’t see what they will
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INALLY NEMESIS seeys
about to catch up with
the 1J.K.-based expatria
terrorist groups who
have, for years, abused British
hospitality and exploited legal
loophales to export terrorism
abroad. Beginning next month,
however, life for self-proclaimed
“mujahideen” and other
extremist elements should
become a lot more difficult as a
new Act seeks Lo seal their
conventional escape routes. The
Terrorism Act 2000 which comes
inte force in mid-February
radically redefines terrorisin to
include activities ot such
organisations that until now
have managed to stay beyond
the pale of the law by
ghquerading as religious or
man rights movements.
I-or the first time, the police
vould have the powers to crack
down on groups suspected to be
using religion or political
victimisation as a cover for
carrying out activities thar can
be construed as a conspiracy
against another country. At
present, no questions are asked
if an organisation is not in
breach of domestic laws but
once the new Act is in pluce
actions directed against the
“puhlic of a country other than
UK. would also be deemed to
be an offence. The definition of
what constitutes a conspiratorial
act has also been broadened ro
include fundraising, organising
meetings and recruiting
volunteers, [t would not be
enough for an association t
claim that it is raising money or
recruiting activists for a religious
or 4 “just” political vause; once
it is suspected of using the
money or activists for conspiring
against another country the
onus of proving its inhocence
would be on the organisation or
individual concerned.

If a group is classified as a
terrorist body it would be
proscribed, and anyone found to
be asseciating themsclves with it
woilld be liable to prosecution.
Muobilising support for a
proscribed organisation or even
atiencling a meeting which it is
known weuld be addressed by a
memher of a banned
organisation would be an
offence,

I'he Act has a very
comprehensive tist of grounds
which would be deemed to
constituie an offence, and
amount 1o an act of terrorism. 1t
is by far the most stringent anti-
terrorism legislaton and has
heen compared to the tough
American laws against terrorisn
The British Government, which
has faced criticism for being

The empire strikes

Nemesis seems about to catch up with
expatriate terrorist groups who have for years
abused British hospitality. HASAN SUROOR
on the U.K.’s Terrorism Act 2000.

“soft” on expatriate extremists,
has decided to take off the
gloves and made it clear that it
is determined to ensure that
Britain is not used as a safe
haven by terrorist organisations.
Indian diplomats in Britain have
welcomed it describing it as a
“step in the right direction.”
They expect that it would lead
to more "robust” extradition
procedures.

[ndia, along with Sri Lanka,
have borne the brunt of
Britain’s hitherto liberal anti-
terrorism regime, and there is
clearly a view, though not

officially articulated, that a more
stringent law was overdue.

Several West Asian countries
including Saudi Arabia and
Eevpt had also complained of
Britain’s “‘lenient’” approach and
pressure had been building up
on the British Government (o
take a tougher line. To some
extent, the success of the Act
would depend on the ability of
the “targeted” countries 10
convince the British authorities
of their case against
prganisations or individuals they
suspect to be running terrorist
networks. India is lkely to work
clasely with Britain in
identifying anti- Tndia terrorist
groups though eventuatly it
would be for the British
Government to determine
independently the nature of

each case. On the basis of
information supplied by
countries which are victims of
extremism, the British
CGovernment would prepare a
list of potentially mischicvous
putfits and watch their activities
in terms of the scope of the new
act.

Even if, in coming maonths,
everything does not work
entirely to the satisfaction of all
one thing is certain: the big
noliday enjoyed by groups such
as Jaish Mohammed and Al
Mahajiroun with links stretching
back to Pakistan is over. Not

Fundraisirg and Tecruit
construed as aidingan

The definition of consiprs
of activities at presantbeyo

The usé of threat for th
idecloglicat cause wil

aoffence.. -

' The scope of asse
or member of & proscri £

every organisation cngaged in
exporting violence may be
nailed immediately but the fact
that they would know they are
being watched is likely to serve
as a deterrent. The Act comes
amid reports that militants
operating out of Britain have
stepped up their activities and
in recent weeks Muslim
extremists have been publicty
talking ahout their
“achievements,”

it would be interesting 1o see
how the new law atfects men
like Sheikh Omar Bakri
Mohammed who have publicly
proclaimed their commitment {0
rerrorism in the name of
fighting ‘jehad.” For instnue
would the Government take suo
motu notice of their pubtic
pronouncements and flush them

out? Or would procedural
niceties allow them to get away
with i? Britain has long
experience of fighting terrorism
in Northern kreland but soon it
might realise that dealing with |
backroom terrorists — trying to
pass themselves off as victims of
political persecution by
“intolerant” regitnes in their
pwh countries — is perhaps
mote difficult than tackling
hands-on gunmen. The task
becomes more difficult when
cthnic and racial sensitivities
come into play as happens to be
the case with expatriate
extremists. The authorities
would need to tread very
cautiously to avoid charges of
racism which are bound to be
hurled at them as they start
pursuing non-white offenders.

[t is a paradox that Britain,
despite its deep-seated
ronservatism, has a long

tradition of playing host to |
radical activists of different hues

ranging from the exrreme Left to {
the decadent Right. |

The fact that the world's most
famous revohutionary, Karl Marx,
is buried here shows how far
back the tradition stretches, not
to mention Lenin's long and \
eventiul association with Britain
in the build-up to the Bolshevik
Revulution.

Meanwhile, even as the
Terrarism Act is to be
welcomed, it is a pity that a
land- where “gentlemen”
radicals could once seek refuge
and quietly pursue their affairs
is now lost to hired kitlers
masquerading as religious

warriors. Gooybye, Karl Mg,
hello Mohammed BEIM
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Aerrorism poses thre

Jay Raina -~ \’)}
Hanai (Vietnam), January 8 H v

INDIA AND Vietnam are to strengthen their collab-
oration in defence. especially in the training of their
military personnel in each other's countries, This was
revealed here this evening by Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpavee while addressing a joint Press confer-
ence with his Vietnamese counterpart PhanVan Khai
Replying to a pointed query over reports of Indian
forces being trained here in "jungle warfare”, Mr
Vajpayee stated that it was an ongoing programme.
However, he did not elaborate further on the issue.

Significantly. in his banquet speech later in the
evening, the Prime Minister made a pointed reference
to the recognition of two countries to the challenges
impinging upen the "security of Asia, stemming from
terrorism, religious extremism and subversive and sep-
aratist activities.”

The issuc of cross-border terrorism is also under-
stood to have come up for detailed discussions during
the formal meeting of the wo Prime Ministers this
morning, According to a senior Indian official, the dis-
cussions that were spread out to over ninety minutes
were comprebensive covering a large gamut of bilat-
eral relations including greater collaboration in the
areas of peaceful uses of nuclear energy, oil and nat-
ural gas exploration and agriculture. India and
Vietnam also signed threc agreements on the exten-
sionl of the Cultural Exchange programme, utilisation
of Atomic Energy for peaceful purposes and greater

el
»

.

.
t to Asia: PM
cooperatiqn \n travel and tourism. Mr Vajpayee's
remarks rdgarding training of Indian troops in jungle
warfare cofies close on the heels of Vietnam's unam-
biguous stapce over New Delhi's stand on Kashmir,
New Delhi & understood to have shown interest in
“jungle warfare” training in the light of considerable
experience gained by the Vietnamese troops during
their decades-long combat with the US troops.

On lus part, the Vietnam Prime Minister reiterated
his country's support to India's claim to a permanent
seat in the expanded UN Security Council, besides
membership in all the important economic and politi-
cal fora of the 1egion.

In his banauet speech, Mr Khai sought New Delhi's
help in software technology given the emergence of
India as a major power in this frontier technology.
Significantly, the MolJ on peaceful uses of nuclear
energy commits India to continuing coliaboration with
Vigtnam in the training of its scientists and explo-
ration and exploitation of uranium. India has offered
Vietnam assistance in the form of equipment for a
nuclear science laboratory at Dalat. To be set up with
the Vietnamese investment compaonent of 200,000 US
dollars, Hanoi expects India to chip in with at least an
assistance of 400,000 US dollars in the form of graut
by way of equipment and other inter-related back-up.

Even as India's dialogue partnership with ASEAN
came up for discussions between the two Prime
Ministers and their subsequent talks at the delegation
level, New Drelhi is reported to have offered massive
help in the modernisation of Vietnam’s IT-sector.

THE HINDUSTAN TIES
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‘ xtremism fuelted by the
Afghan  Talibar  move-
ment continues to spread
across the post-Soviet
countries  and  beyond.
‘hechnya, Dagestan and the

North Caucasus in Russia, the
Fergana Valley region in Uzbek-
istan, hordering Kirgizia and the
mountainous  regions ol Tajik-
istan, are all tacing Islamic msur-
gencies that threaten the region.
The Uigar secessionist movement
in the Xingjrang-Uigar
autonomens area of China and the
terrorist movement in Kashmir
have links with this region. How
big is this threat and are the moves
to counter this threat adequate”

The Alghan nijahidecns have
plaved a pro-active rale in ulinost
alt contlicts that bave involved
Islamic forces in the post-Soviet
countries. I e Ninesies,
government of Azerbaijan asked
the Atvhun rugatidesns tor help
against Armentan forees i the
Nagarmo-Karabakh region. It is at
this point that the Arab militunt
Khattab entered Baku. Chechen
rebels including their * leader
Shamil Basayev participated in
this fight with the Afghans, and
General Jokhar Dudayev the
leader of the Chechen rebellion
who became President, estab-
lished contacts with them.

Planeloads of militants were
hrought in from  Afghanistan
between 1990 and 1994 and
return flights took Chechens to
training camps near Kunduz and
Talogan that also served as hases
for the Tajik as well as the Uzbek
Opposition and rebels, who had
been pushed out by the Russian
Army from Tajikistan. The Tajik
rebels established contacts with
the Chechens and the militant
Khattab, who joined the Tajik
Opposition for some time, before
going to the Balkans.

In _Tajikistan, a civil war
between the Islamic Opposttion
and the ex-Communists led to
over 100,000 Tajik refugees tak-
ing shelter in North Afghanistan.

. These refugees were repatriated.

but the Islamic Opposition estab-
lished connections with the Tal-
iban movemeni, Daspite support
from Moscow, the Tayik President
has little control of regions beyond
the capital. Extremist leader Juma
Namangani's detachments have
been launching attacks on him
from the mountainous regions.

As Presjdent Islam Karimov

outlawed Islamic groups in
Uzbekistan, its members fled 1o
Tajikistan ~ and  then 1o

Afghanistan. Taliban territory is
now used as a training ground for
Chechen and Uzbek extremists,
whao plan to penetrate areas of
Kirgizia and Uzbekistan and cre-
ate an Islamic state in Fergana
Valley. Small groups of fighters
:ngage Kirgiz border guards and
izhek forces. Linked with the
xtremists are [slamic rebels in
irgizia's Osh region.
Armed units of the Islamic Tal-
w movement have been push-
r back the Northern Alliance,
ose leadership  includes

BO
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5 Talibans are fuelling a series Af extremist movements in Central Asia
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A map of Sowth-Central Asia which is plagued by militancy

deposed Afghan leaders like Rab-
bani, Mascod and Dostum, The
Talibans have in the last few
mouths, claimed towns like Talo-
gan and Hajaghar barely 20 kilo-
metres from the Tajik border that
is guarded by over 10.000 Russian
troops. The theeat is further
increased because the rebel fight-
ers of the Islamic Movement of
Uzbekistan (IMLU) are assisted by
the Talibans who consider them
brethers in anms. These groups are
persistently building a corridor
from Tajikistan through Kirgizia's
Batken region, that will give them
access to Tashkent where the
Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan
is increasing its comtrol. This
Afghan military expansion is tak-
ing place against the backdrop of
the worst drought in 30 years in its
southern and northern parts,

Reports from the Central Asian
and Russian press indicate that a
centre fof training militants for
these regions ~functions from
Kandahar. Among its trainees arc
Chechens, Central Asians and
the Uigurs. The radical wing of
the Uigar movement is connect-
ed with the Islamic groups in
Central Asia. And they feel the
route to independence can come
through Afghanistan and Fer-
gana.

The Taltbans are concentrating
some of their armed detachments
at the Uzbek and Tajik borders
but the Afghans are clear that an
armed invasion of Central Asian
Republics (CARs) would be dis-
astrous. Pakistan gets implicated
with the Taliban movement

chorts from Central
Asian and Russian
press indicate that a
centre for training
militants for these
regions functions from
Kandahar. Among its
trainees are Chechens,
Central Asians and the
Uigurs. The radical
wing of the Uigar
movement is connected
with the Islamic groups
in Central Asia. And
they feel the route to
independence can come
through Afghanistan
and Fergana

because the Taliban roots go
back to the madrassa stadents
trained there. These students
emerged as armed detachments,
escorting caravans  travelling
from Pakistan to Turkmenia.
Moreover, Pakistan continues to
retain the concept of jikad (holy
war) as part of i security para-
digm.

he states facing threats
from extremist movements
have taken some steps 1O
counter these. President
Islam Karimov who so far had

stayed away from close alliances
with Moscaw has uoderstood the
problem and done a turnaround
in favour of a collective security
treaty, and has called neighbour-
ing stares to paol in their etforts
and appesl for Muscow’s mili-
tary assistance. Russia alone can
unite the Central Asian leaders
and neutralise their relapses of
unlimited sovereignty ot person-
al conflicts. The former quarrels
between the Kirgiz and Uzbeks
have been put aside to coordinate
actions against terrorist threats.
Joint military groupings have
been set up.

The Central Asia FEconomic
Community {(CAEC) signed an
agreement to coordinate efforts
in combating extremism. The
Uigar problem has  brougit
China into the picture and the
Shanghai 5 {China, Russia,
Kazakhstan, Kirgizia and Tajik-
istan) was created to deal with
border problems. But this agree-
ment has already outgrown its
mandate and the Shanghai §
along with Uzbekistan (which
does not share a border with
Chita) have to work on the chal-
lenge of extremism. Russiu and
India set up a joint working
group 1o specifically monitos
problems of cross-border terror-
ism. in October, after Putn’s
India visit.

Does this mean that CARs,
Russia and China will support
the Northern Alliance of Masood
against the Talibans? Moscow is
cemainty keen o do So, but any
direct support to the Alliance is

As is evident, the Talibans and extremism are only part of the problem. 1f

security for this region is restricted to m

ilitary operations against the

extremists, the crisis can only continue. Economic deprivation, po_litic_al
oppression and ethnic mobilisation play significant roles in these rebellions

untikely, especially since it goes
against the United Nation's reso-
lution banning military supplies
to armed groups in Afghanistan.

Moreover, as is evident, Tal-
ihans and extremismm are orly
part of the probiem. And if secu-
rity for this region is restricled 0
militury operations against the
extremists, the crists can only
continue. Economic deprivation.
political oppressions and ethmc
mubitisation also play significant
roles in these rebelbons, or
example. Fergana Valley has o
tangle of problems. High fevels
of youth  unemplevment  are
pushing  youny., juexpericnied
people  towards  these move-
ments, Some reports claim ik
70 per cont of local resicents sup-
port Isiamic extremists.

w Uzbebisian, the President

has evolved o highly authur

tarian systeth and suppressed

dll politicud opposition. In
these conditions, the tslumic par-
tics are seen as the only opposi-
tion to the regime. In Chechnya,
an  ultra-chauvinist  militant
nationalism based on Islam was
constructed on the memories of
the Chechen deporiation to
Kazakhstan during the time of
Stalin, and the fuiure of a greater
Chechen nation. This helped the
Dudayev regime overcome inter-
clan hostility by mabilising peo-
phe on this platform. Instead of
cxposing Chechen ultra-nation-
alisni, their violation of the Can-
stitution  and  choking  off
Dudayev's support base, Russia
resorted to military tactics that
caused passive civilian caspal-
ties throwgh an indiscriminate
use of military power. The
slaughter on both sides started
the vicious circle of vengeful
killing on both sides, making the
disengagement of Russian troops
dJifficult. The bitter war fought
between the Chechen rebels and
Moscow  between 1994 and
1946, killed 80,000 people made
thousands refugees. The expen-
diture incurred by the war was
estimated at $4.5 billion, much
of which was misused from an
IMF loan by Moscow, The first
Chechen  president, Dzokhar
Dudavev, was kilted during the
war that refuses to end. Moscow
has used the threat of Islamic
fundamentalism to scurtle the
jssue of ethnic and minority
rights.

Clearly  then.  movements
caused by religious extremism
and militant Islam are not the
cause but the  consequence of
deeper and more tangled proh-
lems. The attempt to control
extremism  through  military
agreements cannot be the only
solution. The issues of alten-
ation, political democracy, €co-
nomi¢ rights and social justice 1o
people will have to be simuitane-
ously addressed, Otherwise.
extremism of infinite varieties
will only continue and floutish.
ANURADHA CHENOY 5 & fro-
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Hizb wants a full Hurriyat team

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 21. The pro-Pakistan militant outfit,
Hizh-ul- Mujahideen, has insisted that if all the sev-
en executive council members of the All-Party Hur-
riyat Conference did not travel to Pakistan it would
be an “exercise in futility”. P Q\ i i

“1f some (leaders) are allowed a;ﬁ nme  §re
barred (from travelling to Pakistan), it will credte
doubts about the Hurrivat. Rather, it can create an
impression that the alliance is divided into moder-
ate and extremist people,” the Hizb’s supreme com-
mander, Syed Salahuddin, said in an interview to
The Dawn newspaper.

Mr. Salahuddin’s remarks come in the wake of
reports that the trave] documents to Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, a hardliner in the APHC, were not being
issued by New Delhi.

1 will advise the (Hurriyat) leaders to avoid a visit
to Pakistant uniess all of them are allowed to travel.
And if all of them get permission, then they should
first it together and evolve an agenda in consensus
with each other for the tour,” Mr, Salahuddin said.

Our headache: Umar
In Srinagar, senior Hurrivat leader, Mirwaiz Umar

Farooq, said the Centre should issue passports to all
the seven executive council members and leave the
composition of the team to the Hurriyat.
\f )’t\u“\f“"' ~
“It is our headache who will go and who will not
go,” the Mirwaiz told a foreign radio network. “No-
bedy has a right to decide on our behalf.”

Lashkar man admits to
Chattisinghpura massacre

NEW YORK, DEC. 31. A Pakistani militant, arresied in
connection with the March massacre of 35 sikhs in
Chattisinghpura in Kashmir, has admitted to beinga
member of the attackers’ team and his affiliation to
the Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba outfit.

Suhail Malik of Sialkot, interviewed by a New York
Times correspondent in an Indian prison, said he
had no regrets for participating in the massacre,
which coincided with the visit of the U.S. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, to India from March 20. Malik said
he had opened fire because he had been ordered to

do so. — PT1
Detalls on Page 13
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