Militancy Without Borders

Secular Nationalism as an Antidote
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HE Lahore declaration of Feb-

ruary 20, 1999 was effectively
torpedoed by Kargil and the com-
plexities that bedevil the Indo- Pak
relationship are reflected in a relat-
ed development. Masood Azhar,
the Pakistani cleric and ideologue
released by the Indian government
on December 31 in exchange for
the safe release of the hostages
trapped in Kandahar is back in the
news. Returning to a hero’s wel-
come in Lahore and Karachi, his
public statements warrant notice
and reflection in terms of the impli-
cations for India.

Semantic Minefield

In Lahore on January 26 Azhar
announced the formation of a new
Lashkar-i-Muhammadi, a six-lakh
force that would wage jihad, such
that ham India ke ang, ang ko tor
denge — we will break every part of
India. Later in Karachi, (February
4) Azhar called upon all mujahedin
to come under one banner — this
time the Jaish-e-Mohammad Muja-
hedin-e-Tanzeem, or the movement
of the army of the holy warriors of
Mohammad.

While the turbulence generated
by whipping up such frenzy will be
monitored by the Indian security
apparatus, the conceptual under-
pinning to what is happening to
warfare in the Indian subcontinent
warrants scrutiny and tentative
comment. Two broad observations
are in order to contextualise the
current development. One — that
the activity of warfare and the enti-
ty of nation are linked in a complex
yet inevitable manner. Two — that
the military strategy shaping war
has a symbiotic relationship with
the phenomenon of nationalism.
Many of these terms — such as na-
tion, nation-state and nationalism
and what they convey, or how they
are interpreted are currently at the
core of an intense academic debate.
In the language of critical discourse
— they are “contested”, and any
kind of generalisation would be in-
advisable and perhaps invalid.

But within these constraints, the
threats to India from the Harkat ul
Mujahedin or other new banners
warrant closer scrutiny to relate
them against the larger canvas of
war and nationalism. Nationalism
as a term is the veritable equivalent
of a semantic minefield and evokes
many interpretations of equal per-
suasiveness and divergence and the
debate on the subject continues as
history is either re-visited or exca-
vated to fill in the gaps. Among the
many scholars who have con-
tributed to the discourse, Edward
.Carr offers an interesting point of
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departure — with the caveat that
his formulation is more relevant
in a classical sense to the western
xperience.

Nationalism, he avers has three
phases — the first a dissolution of
the mediaeval unity of church and
empire in the 18th century; the sec-
ond from the Napoleanic wars to
the advent of World War I in 1914
when there was a democratisation
of nationalism and finally the 20th
century which witnessed what
Carr describes as the socialisation
of nationalism.

Extrapolating from Carr, the fol-
lowing proposition may be made in
relation to war per se over the last
few centuries. Religion has a certain
centrality in the conduct of war, and
in the long cycle of history, Chris-
tianity, Islam and Hinduism have
differently jostled with each other
in the annals of the history of Asia
and Europe. Thus the major wars in
the early part of the last millennium
were essentially religious wars and
we have the long drawn-out Cru-
sades (11th-13th centuries) that pit-
ted the defenders of the Christian
and Islamic faith against each other
as a case in point. Subsequent wars
such as those between the major
European powers culminating in
the two World Wars were based on
nationalism, and patriotic fervour
replaced religious zealotry. The
politico-military strategy underpin-
ning the Napoleanic wars was de-
rived from the unleashing of latent
nationalism that revered country
and flag and this fervour is evi-
denced in the killing of thousands in
World War 1.

Elaborate Networks

A significant transmutation takes
place in the mid-20th century — the
invoking of a supra-nationalism
that is a complex mix of religious
empathy, cultural affinity and politi-
cal ideology. At one level, this is a
return to the religious supra-nation-
alism of the mediaeval period that
gave way to an imperialistic trans-
mutation from the Renaissance on-
wards. The Cold War was ostensibly
predicated on bipolarity but this in
turn was packaged in the form of a
liberal “Christian West” pitted
against the evil empire of commu-
nism. The major powers were divid-
ed along this fault line and the
amassing of almost 60,000 nuclear
warheads with missiles to boot de-
fined the strategy and contours of
warfare in the menacing Cold
War decades.

Paradoxically, as the Cold
War was going through its last
phase in terms of the Soviet ‘imperi-
al over-stretch’ getting mired in-

Afghanistan, another kind of supra-
nationalism was being nurtured by
the West. From 1979 onwards, the
US and its allies stoked the fervour
of jihad among the Islamic muja-
hedin in Afghanistan and empow-
ered them to take up arms against
the Soviets. This was sustained
through an elaborate network and
the Pakistani ISI became the con-
duit for funnelling aid that ran into
billions of dollars over a decade.
The Afghani mujahedin was ex-
tolled as the moral equivalent of the
founding fathers of the US by no
less a personage than US President
Ronald Reagan, and Islamic supra-
nationalism, Kalashnikov in hand,
became an abiding symbol as the
world lurched into the uneasy post-
Cold War years.

Sense of Nationhood

Sustained by narcotics and an in-
tense inter-Jslamic political rivalry,
this dynamic was forgotten as the
detritus of the Cold War in southern
Asia, but it acquired a politico-reli-
gious sheen between the Shia and
Sunni faiths with competing ethnic
fissures as noticed in the Arab-Mus-
lim world from Saundi Arabia
through Iran to the Pakistan-
Afghan-Central Asian region. Is-
lamic militancy of this gene pool
recognised no political borders and
saw itself as a supra state entity
waging war against state entities
from the Maghreb to Bosnia to the
southern Asian region. Pakistan
and Afghanistan are perceived to
provide support to such Islamic mil-
itancy/terrorism and hence the anx-
iety about the Osama bin Laden
factor that led to the US raining
missiles on the Pak-Afghan border.

This phenomenon impacts the
nature of warfare, as evidenced in
Kargil, as also in the high incidence
of foreign mercenaries among the
terrorists who continue to be appre-
hended by Indian security forces. In
effect, the cleric in Azhar is able to
stoke the complex distillation of
these determinants in a vast con-
stituency and unleash them, against
the Indian state and society. Para-
doxically, in the process of “bleed-
ing” the adversary, Pakistan whose
sense of nationhood is ill-defined,
runs the risk of being swept away by
an undercurrent that has acquired
its own autonomy. This kind
of supra-nationalism and the
violence it spawns needs to be
recognised in its complexity and
dealt with, most importantly by
strengthening the pos-
itive elements of sec-
ular nationalism that
are enshrined in the
Indjan Constituion.
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UNITED NATIONS: The UN has decided to
slap fresh tough sanctions against
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban and ban arms sale
| to them unless they close terrorist-training
camps and surrender Saudi terrorist Osama
Bin Laden within a month even as the militia
condemned the move saying it would wreak
havoc on the Afghan people.

The 15-member council on Tuesday night
voted a joint American- Russian resolution,
imposing sanctions over objections openly
voiced by secretary-general Kofi Annan only a
few hours earlier at a press conference.

Thirteen members voted in favour of the res-
olution, a rare joint effort by two former rivals,
and China and Malaysia abstained, arguing that
the new measures would only harm the people
already burdened with two decades of civil war
and a crushing drought.

The resolution calls for withdrawal of all for-
eign military and security advisers who, diplo-
mats says, are mostly Pakistanis.

(UN imposes tough sanctions «

A report fr Islamabam the a\1ban
immediately denounced the new sanctions,
threatening to walk out of the UN-sponsored
peace talks. The new measures would lead to
further deterioration in the situation. ')/L

“America takes a whole Afghan nétion
hostage for one person, Osama Bin Ladpn.
Under which law 1s it justifiable to victimise}18
million people of Afghanistan using the excpise
of one person,” Taliban ambassador to
Pakistan Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef said.

Mr Zaeef claimed that the “Taliban had
made several offers to solve the Osama Issue
through peaceful means of negotiations”.

“Sanctions are starvation tactics used for self-
ish political goals,” he said.

Pakistani diplomats and Taliban representa-
tive expressed distress that the arms embargo is
sought to be imposed only against Taliban
while leaving the northern alliance untouched.

“The UN is playing politics because the arms
sanctions are only on the Taliban and not on

amsi“Tallban

the opposition alliance. The UN is trying to
interfere in Afghanistan’s internal affairs and
siding with one party which hold little territory
and has no popular support,” director-general

i(/ of the state-run Institute of Strategic Studies

Shireen Mazari said.

The resolution says if Taliban does not com-
ply with twin demand of closing terrorist-train-
ing camps and surrendering Bin Laden, the sale
of arms, ammunition and military vehicles and
equipment will be banned.

Besides, it calls for immediate closure of all
offices of Taliban worldwide, limit travel by
Taliban officials and freezes all funds and other
financial assets of Bin Laden, his associates and
his Qaida group. Diplomats say it will be diffi-
cult to monitor the ban but assert it will send a
strong message to Taliban as the resolution
clearly says they are not only harbouring Bin
Laden but other terrorists also.

The UN has already withdrawn all foreign
aid workers, fearing reprisals against them. o7y
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~Taliban greets UN ban

with vow to keep Os

.
FROMSAYEL.  TUDDIN | \

Kabul, Dec. 20 (Reuters):
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban
movement today rejected new UN
Security Council sanctidns as un-
just and said it was closing a UN
mission to the country and would
boycott US goods in retaliation.

Taliban officials said their Is-
lamic movement would not be
forced to surrender Saudi-born
militant Osama bin Laden, who is
wanted for trial by the US, but re-
peated offers for a settlement of
the issue through talks. A Securi-
ty Council resolution adopted yes-
terday imposed an arms embargo
on the Taliban and limited travel
by senior Taliban officials.

There were no immediate re-
ports of any protests against the
sanctions, imposed until the
purist Islamic Taliban surrenders
bin Laden and closes “terrorist”
camps. In an apparent move to
avoid any violent backlash, Tal-

a0

iban leader Mullah Mohammad
Omar urged people to remain pa-
tient and not to hold any demon-
strations.

Taliban information minister
Qudratullah Jamal called the Se-
curity Council an enemy of Islam
which was using bin Laden as an
excuse to stop the Taliban’s Islam-
ic movement. Jamal said
Afghanistan had no “terrorist”
camps and repeated the Taliban’s
defiance against handing over bin
Laden.“We will not change our Is-
lamic regime for America’s sake.
Even if Osama’s case is resolved
they will find other excuses
againstus.”

The 13-0 vote in the 15-member
council was sponsored by former
Cold War rivals, US and Russia,
despite objections from UN Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan who
said the move would not help
peace efforts. China and Malaysia
abstained. Bin Laden has been
charged by the US for master-

|
|
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mihdirg the 1998 bombings of US
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania
that killed more than 200 people.
Taldpan ambassador to Pakistan
Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef said
that the UN was no longer neutral
in Afghanistan and his Islamic
movement would reject any UN
mediation in peace talks against

its opponents.
“In the meantime, UNSMA
(UN  Special Mission to

Afghanistan) will be closed in re-
taliation to the closure of our of-
fices outside the country,” he said.

“We will ban all American
goods produced in America and
exported to Afghanistan and con-
nected to American interests,” he
said. “We ask all other Islamic
countries also to do the same”. He
said the boycott was necessary to
break what he called US arro-
gance and said a similar boycott
could apply to Russian goods if
that were considered to be in the
Afghan interest. '

But Zaeef said although Wash-
ington had rejected Taliban offers
for talks in the past to settle the
bin Laden affair, it still wanted
talks.

“We still insist on negotia-
tions,” he said. “We are ready to
settle this dispute in accordance
with the laws of Islam. We are not
terrorists and we are not happy
with terrorist acts of others.”
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- Lashkar, Hizb apprised

w
By Shujaat Bukhari

JAMMU, DEC. 21. Three leaders of
the All-Party Hurriyat Conference
(APHC), including its chairman
Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat, have talk-
ed to the Pakistan- based Lash-

kar-e-Taiba (LeT) chief, Hafiz
Mohammad Sayeed, and the
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen  supremo,

Syed Salahuddin.

According to an LeT press re-
lease here, Prof. Bhat, Mr. Yaseen
Malik and Syed Ali Geelani talked
over the telephone “to the Amir of
the Lashkar-e-Taiba, Hafiz Mu-
hammad Sayeed, in Islamabad
and the Hizb supreme command-
er and chairman of the United Je-
had Council, Syed Salahuddin, to
take them into confidence.”

The two militant leaders were
assured that the APHC would not
compromise over the blood of
Shuhaida (martyrs), the release
said adding “‘they (Hurriyat lead-
ers) said that in order to achieve
their objectives talks were inevi-
table”. The militant leaders, on
the other hand, made it clear that
they would not allow the Kashmir
issue to become a victim of poli-

! tics and asked the Hurriyat lead-

ers not to give any promise to

. ~of APHC move ™"

The Hurriyat leaders, Mirwaiz Umer Farooq, Mauivi Abbas

and Mr. Abdul Ghani Lone, having a talk before going to
the APHC executive meeting in Srinagar on Thursday.
— Photo: Nissar Ahmad

India on the ceasefire. They also
said the mujahideen in the Kash-
mir Valley could not be left at the
mercy of the “Indian forces”.

The APHC chairman, Prof. Ab-
dul Ghani Bhat, confirming the
talks with the Lashkar and the
Hizb chiefs, said a new process
had been set in motion because of
which “it is imperative for us to

——
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have face to face meeting with
them”. “If and when we are al-
lowed to visit Pakistan, we won't
be going there for sight-seeing.
That is why we thought it advis-
able to inform them.” The mili-
tant leaders welcomed the
Hurriyat initiative and were “ea-
gerly waiting for the Hurriyat
leaders”, he said.
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9 Killed in militant attaek
m

near Srinagar

Attack first of its kind after

Ramzan ceasefire offer

The Times of india News Service and Agencies

SRINAGAR: In yet another attack targeted against
army installations, militants on Monday blew up an ex-
plosives-laden car outside the Indian army’s 15 corps
headquarters in Srinagar, Killing nine people including
five security personnel, and injuring 26 others.

According to information available, a suicide
bomber drove the car, bearing aDelhi registration
number and stuffed with explosives, to the headquar-
ters and blew it up outside the main gate. The attack is
the first of its kind since the Ramzan ceasefire came
into force on November 28 and the second in eight
months.

A defence spokesperson said that the militants deto-
nated the car bomb at Batwara in front of the main
gate of the army headquarters at about 2.20 p.m.

Security sources, however, said five
securitymen, three civilians and the
suicide bomber were killed and 26
others were injured in the attack.

Eye-witnesses, on the other hand,
said that the guards posted at the
gate opened indiscriminate fire,
killing two passengers and injuring at
least 22 people in a bus bound for
Pampore. The eye-witnesses also said

TERROR TACTICS

@ Suicide bomber blows up
explosives-laden car

@ Twenty-six people, including
civilians, hurt in the atta

© Jamiat-ul-Mujahideen claimsg
responsibility for the blast

army| hq.

City police put on red alert
after Lashkar threats

By Our Crime Reporter

MUMBALI: The city police has been put on red alert by
the central intelligence agencies following the recent
incident at the Red Fort in Delhi involving Lashkar-e-
Toiba (LeT) terrorists. Three men, including two civil-
ians, were killed in the firing.

Sources in the Mumbai police said there were indica-
tions that the pro-Pakistani Lashkar group would try
to create a law and order problem here. Following a
tip-off from the Intelligence Bureau (IB), the city po-
lice has stepped up its vigil since Sunday evening and
has deployed additional forces from the State Reserve
Police (SRP).

Plainclothes policemen have been deployed in sev-
eral parts of Mumbai to keep a close watch on the situ-
ation and security has been tightened in a number of
sensitive areas. Security for several
VVIPs, including Bal Thackeray, has
been beefed up and they have been
advised 1o restrict their movements.
Officers from the crime branch are
ing to track down persons who
may have links with the Lashkar. It
may be recalled that the Thane police
had raided a Lashkar hideout on

that several shops in front of the cantonment were set
on fire. Denying the allegations, the defence
spokesperson said two shops and a house caught fire
due to the blast and army fire-tenders were pressed
into service to extinguish the blaze.

Unofficial sources said that some military police per-
sonnel were among the soldiers killed in the blast.

. Pro-Pakistan militant outfit Jamiat-ul-Mujahideen,
which dubbed the Centre’s ceasefire a “bluff”, claimed
responsibility for the attack, saying that its activists had
set off the car bomb with a remote-controlled device.

In a related incident, two scooter-borne militants
killed a pedestrian in the Court Road area of Lal
Chowk. The militants also threw a hand-grenade near
the KMD bus stand at Budshah Chowk, injuring sever-
al pedestrians, official sources added.

Kashmiri Pandits in New Delhi, expressing scepti-
cism about the success of the government’s peace ini-
tiatives in Jammu and Kashmir, on Monday criticised
the Centre’s moves to hold talks with separatists who
did not recognise the Indian constitution.

Seven organisations of Kashmiri Pandits adopted a
resolution asserting, “The five-lakh-strong minority
community of Kashmir will not remain a silent specta-
for if it is not involved in talks on the future of the Val-

ey.”

Godbunder Road in Thane (West)
on November 23 and had arrested four terrorists who
had planned acts of sabotage in the metropolis. The po-
lice had recovered an AK-56 rifle, two magazines, three
hand grenades and maps of several vital defence instal-
lations, as well as a detailed sketch of the RSS head-
quarters in Nagpur. The police had also recovered
maps of two vital installations, including the Bombay
High oil rig,

The police have also alerted the Coast Guard as they
have information about explosives reaching the west-
ern coast to aid terrorist groups, sources stated.

Incidentally, among other places, the SRP has alsc
been posted to guard the police commissionerate situ-
ated near Crawford market. The commissionerate
houses several important buildings, including the po-
lice commissioner’s office, the main control room, the
crime branch, the police statistics and computer wings
and the police museum. Policemen are also maintain-
ing a high alert at prominent business centres and at
the stock exchange building, which was targeted during
the bomb blasts of March 1993,

A year ago, the country had witnessed the Hijacking
of an Indian Airlines aircraft, IC-814, at Kathmandu.
The city police had then arrested four alleged Inter-
Service Intelligence (ISI) agents from Jogeshwari for
allegedly being involved in the hijacking conspiracy.
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Accomplice escapes; arms seized

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: A Lashkar-e-Taiba
militant, allegedly involved in the
Red Fort shootout, was killed in an
encounter in the Jamia Nagar area
in south Delhi early on Tuesday.

An AK-56 rifle, two hand

grenades and 30 live cartridges
were recovered from the rented
accommodation of the militant,
identified as Abu Shamal, a
Pakistan national, aged about 20.
The police claimed that the other
militant involved in the Red Fort
shootout, Abu Sadd, had escaped
' from the capital.
The police have also arrested an
| accomplice of the Red Fort raiders,
Ashfaq Ahmed, his wife, Rehmana,
and another unidentified woman.
The trio has been remanded to 14
{ days in police custody.

The encounter took place
between 5-5.30 a.m. when the
police raided the Jamia Nagar hide-
out of Shamal after receiving spe-
cific information from Ashfaq, who
was arrested from the Ghazipur
area in east Delhi on Monday
night.

Nearly 74 rounds were fired dur-
ing the encounter, which left the
doors and walls of the flat riddled
with bullets. Special commissioner
(administration) R K. Sharma said,
“Shamal was seen entering the flat
at about 5 a.m. When the police
team knocked at Shamal’s door, he
i opened fire from his AK-56 rifle.”

The police returned fire and he
was hit by three bullets. No one
from the raiding party was injured.
Shamal had fired 28 rounds from
his rifle, said a special cell official,
who headed the raid party.

Some of the bullets fired during
the encounter, went through the

window panes in the kitchen and

incident,” he said, =~

hit the wall of a house across the
lane. . ‘

Shamal’s body was recovered
from the floor of a room next to the
main door. A quilt, a mattress and a
pillow lay in a pool of blood on the
floor of the room. Blood stains
could also be seen on the walls. A
khaki uniform, similar to the one
used by the police, was also recov-
ered from the room.

Other residents of the Batla
House area building, in which the
encounter took place, said the fir-
ing made them think that a robbery
had taken place in the flat occupied
by Shamal. “We didn’t dare to
come out,” said one of the resi-
dents.

G.M. Bhatt, who lives in a flat
adjacent to Shamal’s, said he had
moved into it on December 3. “We
never had any interaction with
him,” he said. “We only know that
three of his friends used to come to
meet him regularly,” a neighbour
said. The police are questioning the
owner of the building and have also
launched a hunt for a property
dealer, Rasheed Khan, who had
helped the militant get this rented
accommodation.

Area residents said Rasheed had
moved into the flat about three
months ago and handed over pos-
session to Shamal on December 3.

The Delhi police on Tuesday
recovered an AK-56 rifle from
marshy land behind the Red Fort.
Four magazines, hand grenades
and a knife were also recovered
from the spot.

Special commissioner R.XK.
Sharma said the rifle and ammuni-
tion were recovered from a ditch
behind the Fort. “These were
dumped there. after the Red Fort

2
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IN A breakthrough to five-day-

old sensational shoot-out

inside the Red Fort premises,
Delhi police have arrested one
militant of Lashker-E-Toiba
(LET) and his wife besides killing
another militant in a brief
encounter.

“After thorough investiga-
tions into the case, police with the
assistance of other central agen-
cies, arrested one person Ashfaq
Ahmed from Ghazipur area in
the wee hours of today,” special
commissioner R.K. Sharma told
reporters here.

Ahmed, after crossing over
through Kupwara border in
Jammu and Kashmir in May
2000, had been living in Delhi
clandestinely and had also
married a woman Rehmana,
who was helping him in his anti-
India activities.

Police also recovered a pistol,
some cartridges along with
other relevant documents from
the arrested militant, Mr
Sharma said.

Ahmed revealed during
interrogation that he was part of
a six-member team, which
stormed the army camp inside
the Red Fort on Friday night. Out
of this team, two entered the bat-
talion headquarters of 7th
Rajputana and shot dead three
persons, Mr Sharma said.

At Ahmed’s instance, a team
of Delhi police kept a close watch
at the Batla house, a residential
complex at Jamia Nagar, where
the other militant, Abu Samaal,
was living.

At the break of dawn, police
knocked at the door of the flat in
which he was living. On seeing
the police, Samaal opened fire,
which was returned resulting in
his death.

Meanwhile, Ashfaq Ahmed
and his wife Rehmana were pro-
duced before chief metropolitan
magistrate Sangeeta Dhingra,
who remanded them to 14-days
of police remand.

Sharma said Samaal fired 28
rounds from his AK-56 rifle at
the police party. Cops also recov-
ered 30 live cartridges and two
hand grenades from the site of
the encounter.

Sharma said Ashfaq had also
helped police in identifying a
place outside Red Fort where the
militants had burried their sec-
ond AK-56 rifle.

Besides this, the police party
also recovered four hand
grenades, two magazines and 32
live cartridges from a marshy
land behind the eastern side of
the historic complex, he said.

With this, the total recovery
of arms and ammunition since
Saturday morning is three AK-56
rifles, six hand grenades, eight

FEAR NOT, FEAR NOT: Locals shop for Eid under heavy security in Srinagar following
Monday’s blast in the army cantonment. — AFP

magazines with  cartridges
and pistol with bullets, Mr
Sharma said.

According to Mr Sharma,
Ahmed was sent by Lashker-E-
Toiba with a specific instruction
to set a base in Delhi for carrying
out terrorist activities.

He had set up a computer
institute in Okhla area and had
also married a local girl this
month only.

Ahmed was joined in by five
terrorists Abu Samaal, Abu Saad,
Abu Shakar, Billal and Haider for
carrying out the subversive acts
at the Red Fort, Sharma said.

While Samaal was killed, the
other four have apparently man-
aged to flee.

MaskED: Ahmed

Giving details of the Friday
night shoot-out, Mr Sharma said
Ahmed along with the other five
LET militants had conducted
reconnaissance of the Red Fort
area for quite some time.

On the fateful day, the
six persons entered the his-
toric monument on the pretext
of watching the “light and
sound show” and carried the
weapons with loaded maga-
zines and grenades camou-
flaged on their body.

After the show, two of the six
militants sneaked into the mili-
tary area under the cover of dark-
ness while the other four came
out of the premises and took posi-
tions around the Red Fort. — PTI

SNOWBALL EFFECT: Army jawans play with snow on the Siachen Glacier on Monday. — PTI

Decision on
Hurriyat leaders
soon: Advani

New Delhi
26 DECEMBER

THE GOVERNMENT will soon
decide on the issue of allowing
Hurriyat Conference leaders to
travel to Pakistan for parleys in
connection with the peace process
in Kashmir, home minister LK.
Advani said here on Tuesday.

“Jaldi nirnay hojaega (A deci-
sion will be taken soon),” Advani
told Zee News in an interview.

The home minister asserted
that while the government is not
averse to holding talks with
Hurriyat, it will also hold dia-
logues with the National
Conference, BJP, Congress and
leftists who are fighting cross-
border terrorism.

“At times, the Hurriyat tries
to give an impression that it is the

. lone representative of the people

of Jammu & Kashmir. This is not
true,” he said. On the ceasefire,
Advani lamented that the term
was being “often used loosely.”
“I will repeat what Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee has
already said: That our jawans will
not open fire first. But if the mili-
tants are taking shelter in some
hideouts and planning some
assaults, they (jawans) should go
and do their job,” he said.
“Humne banduke rakh nahi
di (It is not that we have put
down our gunms,)” the home
minister added. —PTI

Security net
around PMO,
sensitive areas

New Deihi
26 DECEMBER

SECURITY AROUND Prime
Minister’s office and residence
and all other sensitive areas in
the New Delhi has been beefed
up following threats by mili-
tants to carry out fidayeen (sui-
cide) attacks. :

“We have beefed up securi-
ty in all sensitive places,
including the office of Prime
Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee,” special commission-
er (security) R.S. Gupta told
reporters when asked about the
Lashker-e-toiba threat to carry
out suicide attacks on the PMO.

“After successful intrusion
of the Red Fort on Friday it is
not impossible to sneak into the
PMO,” amir-e-alla (supreme
commander) of the outfit, Abu
Baker Bhai, told local newspa-
pers in Srinagar. — PTI




By Hasan Suroor \&0 ,\(\7

LONDON, DEC. 29. Pressure is mounting on the British
Government to/crack down on expatriate terrorist
groups such as those involved in anti-India activities
and, on Thursday, a Member of Parliament’s Select
Committee on Home Affairs said a line must be
drawn between democratic political campaign and
terrorism.

Mr. David Winnick, who is also a Labour MP, said
Britain “should not under any circumstances be a
safe haven for any sort of terrorist activities”. He
said while he agreed that people had a right to put
across their point of view, *I draw the line at actively
promoting activities that could be described as ter-
rorism.”

His statement followed a spate of media stories
highlighting the activities of terrorist groups based
in Britain amid reports that the suicide-bomber re-
sponsible for the killings in Srinagar on Christinas
day was a British citizen.

While there was no official confirmation of his
identity, newspaper reports gave his name as Mo-
hammad Bilal (who operated under the assurmned
name, Abdullah Bai), a Pakistani boy brought up in
Birmingham and recruited by a Pakistani terrorist
outfit. He carried out the Srinagar attack on behalf of
a new splinter group Jaishe-Mohammed, it has been
reported.

Sheikh Omar Bakri Mohammed, a Muslim cleric
who claims to recruit volunteers for “jehad’’ around
the world, has claimed “credit” for “discovering”
Bilal.

Terrorism: pressur

o .

on Thursday that Bilal’s par
‘sacrifice”, but did not want to
disclose his identity for fear of police action. “They
worry that their hotse will be attacked... it is not safe
for them to reveal their son’s true identity,” he said
pointing out that the family did not want to be iden-
tified as Muslim fundamentalists.

He also claimed that Bilal’s brother and several of
his cousins were also working for the same outfit.

Sheikh Mohammed, who carne into prominence
for recruiting ‘‘Mujahideens’” for Afghanistan,
Chechnya and West Asia, said Mohammed Bilal was
not the real name of the bomber.

He described him as a ‘‘conscientious student”
and he was recruited by a group called al-Maddad
which he (Sheikh) finances.

Over the years, Birmingham, a predominantly
Asian area, has become a major centre of terrorist
groups’ activities and in recent months a number of
people have been arrested in police raids.

But under the existing laws, fund-raising and
recruiting volunteers for political or religious cam-
paigns does not constitute an offence. However, a
new and more stringent terrorism law is in the offing
and the Government is said to be preparing a list of
groups which would be targetted once the new law
comes into force in February.

Under the Terrorism Act 2000, fund-raising and
recruitment of volunteers would constitute a breach
of law, if it is proved that such activities are part of a
conspiracy to ‘export’ terrorism. The Home Office
has vowed to enforce the new Act strictly.

H
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US warns Pak on jehadi utflts

W Su] Supports India’s peace move in Kashmir Il Condemns threat a

CHIDANAND RAJGHATTA
WASHINGTON, DEC 30 [ A
AR ¢/
HE United States on Satur-
day warned Islamabad
against the runaway terror-
ist activities directed against India
by organisations based in Pakistan
and said the Government of Pak-
istan had the responsibility to rein
| injehadi outfits that preached and
practiced violence.

Senior Administration officials
told The Indian Express that the US
government condemned “in the
strongest terms” the recent terrorist
attacks in Srinagar and New
Delhi’s Red Fort, and the threats
against the life of Prime Minister
Vajpayee issued by the Lashkar-e-
Toiba.

“Such attacks and threats do
nothing to advance the resolution

of the Kashmir issue and are in-
consistent with recent steps in this
direction,” Bruce Riedel, Special
Assistant to President Clinton and
Senior Director at the National Se-
curity Council, told this correspon-
dent.

Riedel said the US Govern-
ment was fully supportive of Prime
Minister Vajpayee’s declaration of
cease-fire in Kashmir. Pakistan’s
response in holding its fire on the
border was also encouraging.
However, the activities of terrorist
organisations in Pakistan are “rep-
rehensible” and would make it
much more difficult to arrive at a
solution, Riedel said.

Administration sources said
Washington had made it clear to
Islamabad that threats made
against the Indian Prime Minister
from Pakistani soil was “unaccept-

able.” Since the threats are being
issued from Pakistan, the Govern-
ment of Pakistan has to take the re-
sponsibility of reigning in the je-
hadi outfits, the sources added.

The United States’ stern warn-
ing to Islamabad comes in the fad-
ing days of the Clinton administra-
tion after it failed to designate the
Lashkar-e-Toiba and other outfits
as terrorist organisations despite
their acts of violence in India. Ad-
ministration officials said on Fri-
day that the process was still under
review and it takes a “fair amount
of time” to put together a fool-
proof case.

The officials suggested it could
still happen before January 20 --
before the current administration
bowed out — and even if it did not
“there will be continuity in the
process,” i.e. the Bush Administra-

inst Vajpayee

tion'cpuld quickly nail the process.

However, The Indian Express
has learned that the issue of desig-
nating Lashkar-e-Toiba and other
jehadi outfits as terrorist organisa-
tions has been the subject of an in-
ter-agency battle within the Clin-
ton administration for several
months now. Although there is
broad support in the White House
and the State Department to go
through with the designation,
some influential policy makers
have held up the process.

The argument they are putting
forth is based on the plea from the
Pervez Musharraf regime that
such a step would undermine the
current regime in Pakistan and
spell further trouble in the country.

The reasoning has not gone
down very well with New Delhi,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

INDIAN EXPRES.

0€C 200




thnic

FROM MUKHTARAHMAD

Srinagar, Nov. 24: In a chilling
response to the government’s de-
termination to go ahead with the
peace initiative, suspected
Lashkar-e-Toiba militants today
kidnapped and killed five people
in scarred Doda district.

Police said the five men were
abducted from a bus in Tali area of
Kishtwar town by a group of four
Lashkar militants this evening.
Their bodies were recovered from
forests in Kishtwar, around 200
km from Jammu.

Though no group has claimed
responsibility, Jammu police
chief R.V. Raju blamed the
Lashkar for the attack.

The guerrillas entered the bus
and after segregating the passen-

~ gers,on religious lines, pulled out

three men — driver Raj Kumar,
conductor Prakash and Romesh
Kumar, an employee of the state
food supplies department.

The militants dragged the men
towards the nearby jungles. On
their way, they stopped a group of
labourers and kidnapped them as
well.

The driver and one of the
labourers, who knew the moun-

, Wl‘;,it by

G\
tainous terrain well, managed to
escape and inform residents in
Patimhalla village.

Once they reached the forests,
the militants lined up the men and
opened fire. Police have identified
the victims as Bhushan Lal,
Sudesh Kumar, Ashok Kumar, Ro-
mesh Kumar and Prakash.

The killings come two days
after five truck drivers were shot
dead on the Srinagar-Jammu
highway. The incident had trig-
gered howls of protest from the
Shiv Sena, an ally of the Vajpayee
government, which said the Cen-
tre must withdraw its offer of a
Ramzan ceasefire. The Lashkar
has rejected the truce.

Tension gripped the area as
news of the massacre spread. Po-
lice have stepped up vigilance in
Doda district and a general alert
has been sounded. Senior police
officials have rushed to the spot.

The government has decided
to post armed police guards on
every bus plying in the remote
areas of Doda district, sources
said.

Most militant groups have dis-
missed the truce offer as a ploy to
win international sympathy and
vowed to intensify attacks on mili-

LashKar

~ W
tary cafr\ng, cross Jammu and -
Kashmir.

Chief minister Farooq Abdul-
lah met Union home minister L.K.
Advani and defence minister
George Fernandes in Delhi. Ab-
dullah later told reporters that the -
attacks by militants were aimed at
provoking the security forces in
the run-up to the ceasefire.

Abdullah said amagisterial in-
quiry has been ordered into the
highway massacre. The probe, he
added, “will determine how mili-
tants managed to surface on the
highway, committed the crime
and disappeared in to the woods”.

Abdullah said vigilance on the
highway would be increased and
movement of vehicles regulated.
No vehicle will be allowed to ply
on the highway after 6 pm without
clearance from the government.

Earlier on Thursday, five Kash-
miriboys abducted by guerrillas a
week ago, escaped from a militant
hideout to a security unit in
Poonch district.

Police said unidentified mili-
tants also attacked the office of
the People’s Democratic Freedom
Party separatist group in Srina-
gar with a grenade on Friday, but
the explosion caused no damage.
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USA, Russia plan

strikes against Laden
| THE TIMES, LONDON o 9/”] L ; @“v /\/\/)‘“A th/\

LONDON, Nov 26. — The USA, in cooperation with Russia, is
considering military action against Osama bin Laden after
finding links between the|bombing of the US warship, USS Cole,
~ and his group’s attacks on'the Americay embassies in East Africa.
. Gen. Henry Shelton, chairman of thé Joint Chiefs of Staff, said
" an attack with cruise missiles or other weapons was possible.
- “That is an option.” US investigators have found links between
the 1998 bombing of US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania which
killed over 200 people, including 12 Americans, and last month’s
attack on the USS Cole in Aden, which killed 17 US sailors.
. Mr Vince Cannistraro, former CIA anti-terrorism chief, said.
“There is some dispute over the execution. Some people feel a
state is involved.” Intelligence officials suspect Iran may have
used the Hezbollah (Lebanon) in supplying the explosives and
training the bomb-makers.

Osama was spotted at Russia’s former air bases in Afghanistan,
such as Bagram, before taking refuge in Hindu Kush. Analysts
feel Osama wouldn’t tie himself to such a static target, which the
USA could easily attack, but would rather retain his flexibility.

The air bases, however,.could be among the 1,000 training sites
for Islamic ﬁ%hters hgsted by the Taliban. Moscow would be .
delighted if Washington would help to take up the cudgels |
against a threat the President, Mr Vladimir Putin, identified to |
Mr Tony Blair when they met in St Petersburg in March.
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Vijay Dutt
London, November 26
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THE BRITISH anti-terrorism intelligence units

are hoping that the proposed US and Russian
deal for a joint operation against Osama bin
Laden would fructify soon. They fear that if he is not
cornered, Osama could make greater use of Britain
for plotting his operations, specially against the
Americans here.

UK pins hope on
Joint hunt for Osama

US-Russian

\\lran and Pakistan would not allow any intrusion

from the south. China is also said to be reluctant to
open the entry from the east for hunting Osama. So
Russia is the key, says Beaver.

Russians have the necessary knowledge of the
Afghani territory and also have their own counter-
terrorist units. The Kremlin is increasingly getting
worried about the Afghani support to Chechen
rebels and for encouraging militant Islamic groups
in Central Asia. For the US Osama has

The Yemeni Prime Minister Abdel-
Karim Ali Iryani, has bolstered the
chances of the US and Russian joint.
campaign to catch Osama by stating that
those behind the attack on the USS
Cole were veterans of the Arab war to
oust Soviets from Afghanistan. Osama
is a by-product of the same jihad. His al-
Qaeda was set up at that time in the 80s.

The defence analysts here agree that
the only way to catch the - Muslim
Pimpernel -- is to mount a joint US-
Russia offensive against him. So far a]l S
attempts including the US Tomhawk cruise missile
attack have failed to curb Osama's activities. He has
indeed grown more dangerous for both Russians and
Americans.

Paul Beaver of Jane's Information Group has been
quoted in the Times saying that the only practical
route in for an American special forces team would
be from the north which would require overflight

approval from Russia, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan.

been the number one enemy sincé the .
bombing of its two embassies in 1998,

Reports are that officials of the two

countries have met to swap intelligence
-] about Osama. Significantly on last
] Thursday, the Russian Defence Minister
hinted that some action against Osama
was imminent. He said, "Today, they
(Islamic separatists) are not individuals
terrorists but a powerful army with cen-
tralised control, well armed- and
financed."

The reports mdlcate that Russians
have already stationed more aringd forces in south-
west Russia and on the borders of Central Asia. The
men are being armed with latest weapons. The US
then could attack with its cruise missiles. But they
realise that Osama has more than half a dozen hide-
outs-and its-difficult to pinpoint his location at &’
given time. The intelligence of both the countries
are concentrating, according to sources, on the for-
mer Soviet air bases in Afghanistan.
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NEW DELH!, NOV. 27. A joint mechanism may not be
there but there is no mistaking a strong tripartite
understandjng among India, Russia and the U.S. on
the urgency of countering the Taliban menace in
Afghanistan’ and on the approach to achieve this
objective. This is what the sum-total of recent bilat-
cral discussions - between India and the U.S,, India
and Russia and the U.S. and Russia and the public
positions taken on these occasions - amount to.
What stood out was the agreements at the bilateral
levels and in the resultant three-nation accord, on
tough international sanctions against the Taliban.

4 Taliban

By K. K. Katyal

The specific measures envisaged by them includ-
ed a call, through an appropriate forum, notably the
U.N., to the world community to have no interaction
with the Taliban, no financial dealings, no trade and
other economic contacts, an embargo on the move-
ment of Taliban leaders and on setting up offices by
them abroad.

These steps, it was hoped, would yield concrete
steps. Also, it was considered necessary to extend
support (it was not publicly specified) to the ele-

NEWS ANALYSIS

ments in Afghanistan which are in a position to re-
buff the Taliban - the most important being the
force, led by Commander Ahmed Shah Masood,
whose Northern Alliance, though literally driven to a
corner, was seen as having the potential for revers-
ing the Taliban tide. Of late, there was evidence on
the ground of a beginning in that direction.

Meeting of JWG

The latest in the bilateral series was the meeting of
the India-Russid Joint Working Group on Afghan-
istan on November 20-21, agreed to be set up during
the recent visit here of the Russian President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin. It was led by Mr. V. Trubnikov, First
Deputy Foreign Minister, who some time back, heid
detailed discussions with the number three in the
U.S. State Department, Mr. Thomas Pickering, on
ways to coordinate their efforts in dealing with the
Taliban.

On their part, India and the U.S. considered ways
to enhance their cooperation to combat internation-
al terrorism at the Joint Working Group on the sub-
ject here some two months ago. The JWG, set up
early this year, to institutionalise bilateral contacts,
was later included in the architecture of institutional
dialogue, agreed upon by the two sides during the
U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton’s visit here.

During the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-

ndla Russm US. and

menace

payee’s trip to the U.S. it was decided to\¢xph
mandate so as to include Afghanistan and narco-
terrorism.

The tripartite understanding on the Taliban threat
stemmed from their principled positions against in-
ternational terrorism as also from the convergence
of compulsions created for each one of them by the
Taliban-engincered violence - for India in Jammu
and Kashmir, for Russia in Chechnya (apart from the
CIS countries), while the U.S. had identified the Tali-
ban as the source of major threat to its interests,
manifesting through the activities of Osama bin LA-
den (based in Afghanistan) who had gained integha-
tional notoriety and had been on Washingfon's
“most wanted” list.

Russia’s concern

India and Russia, at last week’'s working group
meelting, reiterated their view that the Taliban
movement presented an ever-increasing threat in
the region. The Russian side was gravely concerned
at the advance of the Taliban forces to areas, 50 km
from the CIS border, and though there was no armed
incursion so far, its possibility was not ruled out.
Because of this “alarming” turn in the situation,
Russia, of late, intensified its consultations with the
CIS. countries, feeling threatened, and agreed to be
“in ‘a state of preparedness,” to quote a Russian
source.

In the joint statement issued after the group's
meeting, India and Russia noted that ““direct foreign
intervention in the Afghan affairs has exacerbated
the civil conflict and is preventing the return to
peace “‘and called upon” those states which give the
Taliban all kinds of assistance, including military
one, to cease their interference in Afghan affairs’".
This was an obvious reference to the role of Pakistan
- an issue that was reported to have figured pointed-
ly in the Russia - U.S. talks as well. As a matter of fact,
both these countries had agreed to exert their influ-
ence on Islamabad to give up its negative role in
backing the Taliban regime. Mr Putin’s envoy to Is-
lamabad too had strongly impressed on the military
ruler there to stop this support, while drawing atten-
tion to the danger, posed by Talibanisation of Pakis-
tan's civil society.

India and Russia, on the one hand, and Russia and
the UJ.S., on the other, have agreed to coordinate
+heir activities in the international arena, in partic-
ular, firm support to any anti- Taliban move at the

.M. - possible renewed efforts in the Security Coun-
cil for sanctions against the Taliban and support to
the India-sponsored move for a convention against
international terrorism. At the same time, they_ will
be closely watching the military situation in Afm

istan. //
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By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), NOV. 27. Yeme
had been among the group
Arab countries which not only op
posed some of the major element
of the U.S. policy on West Asia but
was also not unafraid to express
its views.

Now, the Government of Yemen
has espoused one of the U.S. ad-
ministration’s theories about the
ubiquitous role that Osama bin
Laden plays in international ter-
rorism. This change in Yemen's
attitude dovetails with reports
that the U.S. is preparing for some
hard action against Bin Laden and
his hosts Taliban in Afghanistan.

After the naval vessel, USS Cole,
was struck in a suicide bomb at-
tack, killing 17 servicemen in Aden
harbour, the Yemen Government
sought to play down the possibil-
ity that it could have been an act
of terrorism. Yemen has been in
bad light internationally for the
frequency with which tribesmen
in the country kidnap foreigners
for ransom. There is also a strong
Islamic movement in the country
which is a partner in the otherwise
secular coalition Government. In
lieu of these factors and the fact

\

that Yemen has opposed several
of the U.S. policy postulates on
West Asia, it is understandable
that Yemen should try to avoid the
impression that it had become a
place where terrorist attacks
would also be staged.

In the initial days after the at-
tack on the Cole, there was a di-
vergence between the initial
hypotheses drawn up by the U.S.
administration and the Yemen
Government. While U.S. investi-
gators appear to have quickly
adopted the theory that the attack
was a terrorist act and probably
masterminded by the loose global
network that has grown up in the
last 10 years, Yemeni authorities
were talking of the possibility of

an accident. However, Yemeni
officials did co-operate with the
U.S. investigators and have finally
allowed them to question the sev-
eral dozen suspects who have
been taken into custody. They
have finally come around to the
theory, favoured almost from the
outset by the U.S. that Bin Laden
probably had something to do
with the attack. Yemen’s Prime
Minister, Mr. Abdul Karim al Irya-
ni, has told a Landon-based Ara-

bic paper that, although hard
evidence had not been found as
yet, Bin Laden was at least in-
volved indirectly in the attack on
the Cole. From what has been dis-
closed about the investigations so
far, it appears that the two men
who carried out the attack were
natives of Yemen. At least one of
them was, like Bin Laden, believed
to be a Yemen native who had tak-
en on Saudi nationality.

Another UAE-based suspect is
believed to have provided the ex-
plosives while a native of Morocco
was believed to be the engineer
who put the explosive device to-
gether. All of them are believed to
have linkages with the Afghan-
based “jehadi” forces and there is
also said to be proof that they had
connections with Bin Laden’s Al
Qaeda organisation. U.S. and Ye-
meni investigators are now trying
to find whether Bin Laden was di-
rectly involved in planning, fi-
nancing and providing the
explosives or had merely given a
general directive.

Many of these allegations and
pointers have been provided to
the Pakistani daily The Nation by
U.S. officials who have more or
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~»* Yemen joins chorus against Osamas.

less directly warned that retalia-
tion against the Taliban and Bin
Laden is imminent. But what is
surprising is that the Yemen Gov-
ernment should also have spoken
out about the Bin Laden angle af-
ter the U.S. had made its position
and intentions so evident.

The Government of Yemen has
been articulate in its opposition to
the economic embargo imposed
on Iraq and it has, in direct con-
tradiction of U.S. views and desir-
es, called on the Arab world to

confront Israel militarily so as to

stop Israel’s current action against
the Palestinians. (The Yemen Gov-
ernment's agreement to provide
supplies and fuels for the U.S. na-
val ships that enforce the lIragi
embargo sits ill with its expres-
sions of anguish at the plight of
the Iragis but the Government
had apparently not disclosed to its
people that the U.S. ships calling
in their prime port of Aden were
indeed carrying out this policy).
The fact that one of the more
staunchly nationalistic Arab Gov-
ernments has begun singing the
U.S. tune on global terrorism gives
the distinct impression that the
noose is about to tighten on sone-

one. /



Day one of truce:
17 dead, 30 hurt

HT Correspondent
Jammu, November 28

 EVENTEEN  PERSONS,
including five soldiers, were
killed and nearly 30 others
injured in a landmine blast and
four encounters on the first day of
the month-long unilateral cease-

fire declared by the Central

Government.

P 2N

Militants blasted an Army vehi- - |

cle with an improvised explosive
device killing five soldiers at”
Dooru in Anantnag district abppt

70 kms away; from Srinagar  this
afterpoeq. i

Police soutces said that sucljw
the impagtf the explosion i
the bus in which the Arp
were travelling went up’
feet high. -

The

pro-Pakistan

Mujahideen has claimed responsn-\

bility for the blast. Its Pakistan-
based spokesman, Salem Hashmi,
told newsmen in Srmagar that this
was part of the group's plan of
action,

Five mlhtants, two soldiers and
two civilians were killed in a fierce
encounter in Saujian in Poonch
district. Five soldiers and seven
civilians were also wounded in the
gun fight. Reports said militants
belonging to the Tehreek-ul-
Jehad-i-Islami entered the border
village close to the line of control.

Among the dead is Ashraf
Ahmad, chief commander of the
Tehireek group. In other incidents
in Poonch district, two militants
were killed in Surankote and one
in Mendhar.

Srinagar, however, remained

. peaceful till late this evening.

Director General of Police

CEASEFIRE CORRIDOR

 HEMACHAL
- PRADESH
MWNEY

Gurbachan Jagat said Pakistan-
based militants would attempt to
step up violénce in the State.

People offered prayers and the
rush in the markets was normal.
There was a sense of relief among
the people in Srinagar and other
towns in the Kashmir Valley as no
operations were carried out by the
security forces anywhere.

However, after reports of the.
landmine blast in Dooru came in,
there was panic among the people
in the nearby villages. Security
forces intensified vigil in the area
after the incident.

Dooru is one of the worst-affect-
ed areas by militancy. It was here
in May this year that the state's

Power Minister, Ghulam Hassan
Bhat, and four others were killed
in a blast. The Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen had owned up that
attack also.

NEW DGP: Meanwhile,
Additional Director General of
Police (CID) Ashok Kumar Suri
has been promoted and appointed
as the new Director General of
Police, succeeding Mr Jagat, it was
officially announced today.

The Government also promoted
two other Additional Director
Generals, S.S. Ali and R. Tickoo,
as Director Generals. Mr Ali will
be DG, Prisons, while Mr Tickoo
will take over as DG, Vigilance.
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U.S. may brand
ashkar a

terrorist outfit
Atul Anejaljﬂl?l/}

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 29. The United
States!may declare the pan-Is-
famic Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) a
foreign terrorist organisation
as part of its rejuvenated cam-
paign to counter terrorism
originating from South Asia.

Highly placed sources in the
Government here said the U.S.
authorities were completing
the necessary formalities for
declaring the LeT, main suspect
in the recent massacre of pil-
grims in Pahalgam, a terrorist
outfit. The subject of pan- Is-
lamic terrorism and the orga-
nisations involved in it were
discussed by the U.S. coordina-
tor on counter-terrorism, Mr.
Michael A. Sheehan, and Indi-
an authorities here earlier this
week.

During the talks, the two
sides agreed to .create a data
base on all fundamentalist or-
ganisations operating in India,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh.

They also agreed to deny
“liberated zones” or areas out-
side the control of law enforce-
ment agencies to terrorist
outfits. It was felt that the exist-
ence of such zones were being
used for narcotics cultivation
and were therefore central to
funding terrorist activity. Not
surprisingly, the U.S. side inter-
acted with officers of the Nar-
cotics Control Bureau. In fact,
the U.S. will pump in Rs. 91.8
lakhs for equipping and train-
ing Indians from this set-up.

Determined to cut the finan-
cial links of terrorist outfits, it
was agreed that all contribu-
tions coming from Europe,
West Asia and Canada be care-
fully scrutinised. Special atten-
tion should be paid to tracking
the end-users of these funds
who may be connected to in-
ternational terrorist networks.

It was also decided that thg

activities of foreign terrorist or
ganisations, which change
their names should be moni-
tored and intelligence related
to their current activities
shared. For instance, the Har-
kat-ul-Ansar which was operat-
ing from Pakistan changed its
name to Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
after the U.S. declared it a ter-
rorist organisation. The Harkat,
according to leading Pakistani
scholars, shifted its key bases
and training camps to Afghan-
istan in the mid-nineties.
Sources here feel the LeT too
may migrate to Afghanistan.
Such a shift, however, is likely
to benefit the Jaish-e-Mo-
hamined, led by the cleric Ma-
sood Azhar, released by Indian
authorities to terminate the hi-
jacking of the Indian Airlines
' plane in Kandahar. The Jaish-e-
i Mohammed is believed to have
'taken over most of the infras-
- tructure vacated by the Harkat
in Pakistan. The likely “vacu-
um’” after the LeT’s departure
may al

/‘filled in by this out-
fit.
e




aliban-US meet to dlSCllSS

Bin Laden extradition |0

BY T.V.ParasuraM Y - L\

Washington, Sept. 30; A Taliban
delegation met senior US officials
and discussed, without making any
progress, the issue of extradition of
international terrorist Osama Bin
Laden from Afghanistan.

Other issues discussed between
the Taliban delegation, led by
deputy foreign minister Abdurrah-
man Zahid, and under secretary of
state Thomas Pickering and assis-
tant secretary of state Karl F.
Inderfurth on Friday included
peace, narcotics, human rights,
especially those of women and
girls. It was a “frank, and straight-
forward” discussion, US states
department spokesperson Richard
Boucher said.

“The issue of Bin Laden was dis-
cussed. We raised it in terms of the
UN resolution, which calls for his
expulsion for trial.” Mr Boucher
said.

“l cannot characterise anything
as being in progress,” the
spokesperson said commenting on
the talks.

Each side explained clearly its
position and looked forward to fur-
ther talks in the future, he said.

“They explained their position. 1
wouldn’t say whether we accepted
it or not. I think it is quite clear we
don’t agree on those subjects,” Mr
Boucher said.

He said the Taliban did not raise
the issue of recognition to its gov-
ernment in Afghanistan. Forces of
the ruling Taliban movement have

driven opponents\loyal to com-
mander Ahmad Shah Masood from
a strategic position in the north-
east of Afghanistan, Opposition
sources said on Saturday.

Taliban fighters captured Farkhar
gorge to the east of Talogan town
after two days of fierce fighting,
they said. Farkhar gorge lies on the
main highway linking Talogan
with’ Badakhshan provinee, “the
political heartland of ‘the«Opposi-
tion. With its fall. the Takiban have
managed to further tighten their
grip on Taloqan. The Taliban can
also target Farkhar Valley, the
strategic entry point 10
Badakhshan, and the last region
where the retreating Opposition
forces have been entrenched after
Talogan’s loss. (Reuters)
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ZUS. will proﬂv\'gie classified \
terrorism-reldled info to India

WASHINGTON: In the strongest
indication yet of the significant
level of cooperation that the U.S.
intends to pursue with India to
combat international terrorism,
intelligence agencies here have
agreed in principle to provide New
Delhi with highly classified intelli-
gence information that Washington
would have usually kept to itself.

Senior intelligence sources said
that as a tangible manifestation of
the mutual concern between the
U.S. and India about the situation
in Afghanistan and India’s con-
cerns about the Taliban and its con-
nection with international terrorist
organisations, particularly those
sponsored by Saudi renegade Bin
Laden, the U.S. would share with
India intelligence and satellite pho-
tos about terrorist camps in
Afghanistan and Pak’s borders
where anti-U.S. and anti-India con-
spiracies are allegedly hatched.

By passing on the information
to India, New Delhi would also be
in a position to get a sense of the
type of weaponry and the modus
operandi that they would be up

against in dealing with the terror-
ists that launch attacks in Kashmir
fter being trained in Afghanistan
and the camps bordering Pakistan,
the sources said. . :
These sources said that the USS.
intelligence  agencies ! have
obtained CD-ROM copies of a six-
volume manual allegedly used by
the bin Laden-sponsored groups to
train hundreds of recruits in terror-
ist camps in Afghanistan to launch
anti-American terrorist operations
and also forays into the Indian
state of J&K. They have said they
would pass on this information to
India “for whatever preventive
action they may want to take.”
Intelligence  officials  have
described the manual as “a gold
mine” on Bin Laden’s tactics and
said they hope to use it to help slow
or distupt terrorist operations over-
seas. The officials had recently given
the manual in CD-ROM form to
the CIA and the FBL They had
seized it from one of the 16 men
arrested in Jordan in December for
allegedly planning New Year
attacks in Israel and Jordan. ians)
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7 Vajpayee warns against terrorism

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 4. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to-
day cautioned against the use of
terrorism as an instrument of
state policy saying that thjg cap:
not be aliowed. Y\D A »i%

It was an indirect referency to
Pakistan's use of terrorism a a
foreign policy instrument. In the
only other indirect reference M
Vajpayee made to India’s prob-
lems with Pakistan, he said ‘“‘we
have desired friendly and cooper-
ative relations with the countries
in our neighbourhood,” relations
which should be based on “mu-
tual respect and civilised norms
of behaviour.”

But the rest of the speech was
devoted mostly to recalling the

_ great historical ties of friendship

between the two countries. India
and Russia were not simply fair
weather friends, their friendship
had withstood the “twists and
turns of history and pelitics,” Mr.
Vajpayee said. He was speaking
after the Russian President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, at the joint ses-
sion of Parliament today.

Complementing the Russian
people for their legendary bravery
— Mr. Putin himself belonged to
Petersburg, which withstood a
siege of 900 days during the Sec-
ond World War — Mr. Vajpayee
noted the “mutuality of interests
and shared perceptions” between

~i vy
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the two countries and the “signif-
icant overlap and intersect” on a
host of international issues.

Both countries recognised the
need for multipolarity, respect for
sovereignty and territorial integr
ty of states, and non-interference
in internal affairs. He also wel-
comed Russia’s “continued sup-
port” for a permanent seat for
India in the Security Council.

In fact the theme of the long
friendship between India and
Russia was picked up by the Rajya
Sabha Chairman, Mr. Krishan
Kant, in his welcome address as
well as by the Speaker of the Lok
Sabha, Mr. G. M. C. Balayogi, who
said the ties had been maintain
“through thick and thin”




linton vows

US warshiﬁquc%ackers

Needle of suspicion on Bin Laden

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, October 13

PRESIDENT BILL Clinton has
ordered the US forces and mis-
sions in the Middle East to be on
high alert and vowed to get at the
perpetrators of Thursday’s bomb
attack on the warship, USS Cole,
at the Aden port that killed at least
six sailors.

Saudi terrorist Osama bin Laden
appears to figure prominently in
list of suspects, although the US
authorities say that pending inves-
tigations, it is too early to say any-
thing in the matter,

Only last week, the US had asked
a visiting Thliban team to extradite
Laden to a third country to stand
trial for the terrorist attacks on US
missions in Africa two years ago.

FBI agents, apart from defence
and State department officials,
have been despatched to Yemen to
uncover the terrorist plot.

Soon after the blast, Mr Clinton
called a meeting of the National
Security Council and decided to
order a pullout of US ships from
ports in the region and a step-up in
the security for the land forces.
The Pentagon deployed a group of
70 marines from the US Navy’s
Fifth Fleet headquarters in
Manama, Balirain, for the anti-ter-
rorist support operations.

“If, as it now appears, was an act
of terrorism, it was a despicable

to get at

m - \/5 and cowardly act. We will find out

who was responsible and hold
them accountable,” Mr Clinton
said.

“If their intention was to deter us
from our mission of promoting
peace and security in the Middle
East, they will fail, utterly,” he
added.

On a day when the Middle East
crisis escalated, Mr Clinton made a
renewed appeal to leaders on both
sides to undertake an immediate
cease-fire. He spoke to Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli

Prime Minister Ehud Barak.
Egyptian  President  Hosni
Mubarak, according to a

Washington Post report today, has
made an offer to Mr Clinton to
host a summit of US, Israeli and
Palestinian leaders if only Israel
halted its military activities in Gaza
and the West Bank. Mr Clinton
himself had put forth this very pro-
posal three days ago, but Mr
Mubarak reportedly remained
lukewarm to it then.

“The Israeli-Palestinian conflict
may be one of the most difficult
problems of our time, but it can be
solved,” Mr Clinton said. He
reminded the two sides that the
progress of the last few years (for
Israel the hope of peace with true
security and for Palestinians the
hope of a sovereign state recog-
nised by the whole world) was not
made through violence.
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Militants’ threat casts shadow on I-Day in J&K

By Shujaat Bukhari ,\

SRINAGAR, AUG 15. Again% the
backdrop of repeated threats
from militant groups, particularly
the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, Inde-
pendence Day was celebrated in
the, State phder the blanket of an
recedlented security cover.
afternoon no untoward
t was received from any

Early in the morning\amniid the
tightest ever security \arrange-
ments, the Chief Ministeg, Dr. Fa-

rooq Abdullah, unfurled the
national flag in an almost empty
Bakshi Stadium here. A few Min-
isters and senior civil, police, pa-
ramilitary and Army officers were
present along with some media-
persons. The senior BJP leader,
Ms. Uma Bharti, present on the
occasion, tied a Rakhi on Dr. Ab-
dullah’s wrist. At various district
headquarters, the Ministers con-
cerned took the salute and unfur-
led the national flag.

As part of the nation-wide red
alert, security forces began the ex-
ercise of sanitising the areas sev-
eral days in advance. On Monday,
large contingents of police and

paramilitary forces descended on
the city forcing the general public
to rush inside their houses. All
roads leading to the Bakshi stadi-
um were sealed and a three-tier
security cover enveloped it.

An eerie silence prevailed in the
city today with not a single civil-
ian on the streets.

Shops, business establishments
were closed and vehicles were off
the roads in response to a general
strike called by the All-Party Hur-
riyat Conference in protest
against the Independence ‘day.
Reports from major towns sug-
gest that the strike was corhplete.

In the capital, no one was al-

,
"
wd

lowed to venture near the Bakshi
stadium or areas near Radio
Kashmir, Doordarshan and the
Civil Secretariat. When this corre-
spondent visited the Tourists Re-
ception Centre on Monday,
where the senior officials live be-
sides housing some other offices,
the authorities refused permis-
sion saying all special passes for
vehicles had been cancelled.

In Jammu the Minister for Edu-
cation, Mr. Mohammed Shafi Uri,
unfurled the national flag at thé
mini-stadium at 9 a.m. amid tight
security.

More reports on Page 13



THE BRAZEN ATTACK on a warship, USS Cole,
at the port of Aden in Yemen last week appears
to bear the hallmark of a terrorist operation,
although the political signature of the suspect-
ed “suicide bombers’ has not been deciphered.
The incident, which occurred while the de-
stroyer was still at anchor for refuelling on its
journey to the Persian Gulf for deployment on a
routine operational alert against Mr. Saddam
Hussein’s Iraq, deserves to be condemned.
Tragic as the loss of the lives of 17 U.S. military
sailors was, the latest flare-up of utter ferocity
in the historic Israeli-Palestinian war may com-
plicate not only the search for clues but also the
process of bringing the unidentified perpetra-
tors to book. It was while making comments on
the current brinkmanship in West Asia that the
U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, first took note
of what the American naval officials described
as an external blast that damaged a portion of
the guided-missile destroyer. If this seemed to
place the Aden episode in a specific regional
context, the U.S. will certainly look beyond
West Asia, too, in tracing the suspected terror-
ists and holding them “accountable”. In the
absence of an authentic word on Mr. Clinton’s
prescription of accountability, a precedent is
that of the missile strike that Washington car-
ried out against the suspected bases of Osama
bin Laden in Afghanistan in the wake of the
bombings of the U.S. diplomatic missions in
Kenya and Tanzania in 1998.

Osama bin Laden is transparently regarded
by the U.S. as an international terrorist whose
moorings are not necessarily traceable to the
near-archetypal West Asian milieu of Arab-Is-
raeli divide. His rise as a wealthy Saudi disside-
nt and the political lore about his links with the
fundamentalist Taliban of Afghanistan can
pose new questions if, as expected, the U.S.
seeks to evaluate the suspicions of his possible
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ism by Saudi Arabia, and this is an aspect that
could arguably suit the alleged anti-American
purposes of a militant dissident of that country.
In any case, the U.S. military has had the morti-
fication of an explosion at one of its facilities in
Saudi Arabia in the mid-1990s. However, more
to the point now are the reports of competing
claims by obscure or new outfits — “Moham-
mad’s Army”’ and ““Islamic Deterrence Forces”
— about their having targeted a U.S. warship at
this time. In the absence of a proper establish-
ment of the identities of these groups, the in-
vestigative spotlight may be turned on the
entire gamut of anti-U.S. groups and interests.

A political riddle of relevance to the current
initiative by India for a comprehensive interna-
tional convention against terrorism is the defi-
nition of circumstances in which an assault on
a military vessel can be deemed a heinous act of
terror. The USS Cole was not actively engaged
in combat duty at the time of the suspected
attack. However, the ongoing process of spell-
ing out war crimes in a new international ambi-
ence must be matched by a careful updating of
the meaning of terrorism in regard to military
resources and interests as well. On a different
plane, the international efforts to roll back the
spiralling religious-political passions in West
Asia need to be intensified at this juncture. The
U.S. is taking the lead once again and there is a
point in Mr. Clinton’s assertion that Israel’s vi-
sion of “‘a final peace” with “true security’’ and
the hopes of the Palestinians for sovereign
statehood were in the first place madegdssible
only by negotiations and not war.

~—4



_AJ'S. planning
- strikes against
Osama?

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 15. Is the United
States planning to strike once
again at the bases of the Saudi
dissident, Osama bin Laden, in
Afghanistan? q w‘(\/vw‘
Quoting diplomatic sources,
several Pakistani papers have }
speculated on the possibility in
the wake of the attack on the
USS Cole and an attempt to
destroy the British Embassy in

Yemen. HD' '

The papers said the suspicion
about involvement of an
organisation linked to Osama in
the attacks have triggered fears
that the U.S. mi§ht once again

launch strikes on the alleged
hideouts of the Saudi,
millionaire. | | )]

The U.S. attacked sugpected
bases of Osama in Augpst 1998
following the bombingjof the
American embassies il North
Africa.

The decision to close
embassies in several countiés
including Pakistan till further

* orders has strengthened the
impression that America could
be planning to retaliate.

In a report from Washington
the English daily, The News, said
that if investigations established
that Osama was behind the
attack on the USS Cole, the U.S.
would strike a “hard blow to
deter elements from such
activities in future”.

In a report from Peshawar,
the Frontier Post said the
ongoing presidential election
campaign and the growing
public opinion in favour of
stringent action against
fundamentalist groups could
tempt Washington into
launching another operation
against Osama.

The refusal of the Taliban
regime to hand over the Saudi
disgident to the U.S. and comply
with the sanctions imposed hy
the United Nations could

_provide a “legal excuse” for the
U.S. to “act” against the Taliban
and Osama. |

Experts leave for Eden: PaV
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Aftershocks may be felt in India

Pramit Pal Chaudhurl AL A
New Delhl, October 17 MV \%’A
b

THE WEST Asian event most likel §0

impact on Indians is getting the least
- attention. The main suspect in the bomb
attack against the US warship, 'USS Cole/, is
FSama Bin Laden. If Washington proves his
Anvolvement, the repercussions will be felt in
/ South Asia,
Two Islamic terrorist groups in Yemen are
ﬁrime suspects. Both are linked to Bin Laden,
imself of Yemeni origin. One is the Army of
Aden-Abyan. This outfit, filled with Afghan war
veterans, claims responsibility for the blast.
When Yemen tried to close its training camp, a
Bin Laden representative stepped into mediate.
The other is the Islah Party. Its military
leader, Abdul Majid Zandani, is said to have
fought alongside Bin Laden in Afghanistan. Bin
Laden's first known terrorist act was the bomb-
ing of a Yemen hotel used by US servicemen in
1992, probably with Islah's help.
Bin Laden was known to be on the prowl. A

US counter terrorism official had warned in
May: "Bin Laden needs to hit US targets to
restore his credibility. If the US investigators in
Aden prove Bin Laden's culpability,
Afghanistan will be bracketed with cruise mis-
siles.

First, the US has said it will hold the Taliban
responsible for Bin Laden's attack. After
Washington scuppered an attempt to smuggle
explosives into the US in December 1999, the

Bombing of US warship

e
US counter terrorism coordinator, Michael
Sheehan, phoned Kandahar and threatened
retaliation.

Second, the US Vice-President Al Gore, will
take flak from the Republican Presidential can-
didate George W Bush, if no action is taken
about the 'USS.Cole'. The rightwing Heritage
Foundation has accused the Democrats of
being soft on Afghanistan.

Islamabad and Kandahar see the danger.
‘Jang' carried a Bin Laden statement on

THE HINDUSTAN THE

18 00120

loo i
AN AA \/‘
Tuesday warJing the US not to attack. The
Taliban issued a similar glea. Pakistan's press
sa%;the buzzword in Washington is 'retaliation’.
e end result could be to bring US Afghan
gglicy closer to India's, Differences remain.
ashington declines to mili support the
Northern Alliance. Many US diplomats are still
misty-eyed about the 'Mujahedin', their Cold
War allies,

Also, the US puts Kandahar and Islamabad in
separate boxes regarding Islamic terrorism.
Pakistan distinguishes between terrorists who
strike at the West and 'jihadis' who fight in
Kashmir. It helps the US fight the former, but
not the latter.

The US foiled Bin Laden in 1999 because of a
Pakistani tipoff. One senior US diplomat
excused the Pakistan-Thliban axis last month
saying "Pakistan is rightly concerned about sta-
bility on its northern border."

Washington is inching towards a tougher poli-
cy. This year, counterterrorism specialists
wrested US Afghan pglify away from area

diplomats. /
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TODEAL
OWITH
TERRORISM

hile addressing the United
s ’\ / Nations general assembly

at the millennium sum-
mit held in New York recently, the
prime minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, said that India has been a
victim of cross-border terrorism
for more than a decade. He also
pointed out that international ter-
rorism is the most dangerous of the
many threats to peace and democ-
racy in the world today.

According to Vajpayee, terror-
ism feeds on violence against inno-
cent people and seeks to under-
mine a plural society. He reacted
sharply to General Pervez Mushar-
raf’s diatribe against India and
termed the general’s speech in the
UN as “an Orwellian mockery.” He
pointed out that Pakistan’s acquisi-
tion of nuclear weapons and deliv-
ery systems and its vigorous terror-
ist campaign has claimed over
30,000 lives in India and sabotaged
the historic Lahore peace process.
The prime minister has made an
appeal to the international commu-
nity to adopt and implement India’s
proposal for a comprehensive con-
vention against terrorism.

The pact signed between Vaj-
payee and Bill Clinton at Washing-
ton laid emphasis on combating
terrorism and outlined a strategy
for bilateral cooperation to deal
with this matter.

Security alarm

India’s major problem today is how
to meet the steady rise in terror-
ism. At present it faces a three-fold
threat. First, terrorism in Kashmir
has assumed nightmarish propor-
tions. Militants have been demand-
ing a separate state on the basis of
historical, religious and geographi-
cal differences. Second, India also
faces a threat from the insurgents
in the Northeast. Dissatisfied with
the Centre’s “discriminatory poli-
cies” they have been demanding
more autonomy. Last, there has
been a tremendous upsurge in at-
~ tacksoncivilians.
| Another threat to India’s securi-
ty comes from political terrorism.
The agents of political terrorism
are many — individuals, combat
groups and state apparatuses. The
target can be the individual, a
group, a city or even the whole
country. Of the different types of
political terrorism, state sponsored
terrorism is the most dangerous be-
cause of its wide reach and because
it is unidimensional.

On August 20, 1998, US military
strikes on terrorist bases along the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border and
in Sudan drew attention to the
grave and complex challenge that
state-sponsored terrorism posed to
the global community. These raids
and the growing influence of
Osama bin Laden, highlighted the
contradictions in the US Cold War
policy towards terrorism.

Global terrorism is a post-Cold
War phenomenon. Many undercur-
rents and subterranean forces dri-
ven by religious fervour and fac-
tional subnationalism have sur-
faced with vengeance in the after-
math of bipolarity.

Remains of the day

State terrorism has been abetted by
the remains of the erstwhile super-
power rivalry — as in the case of
covert US military aid to Afghan
mujahedins on the one hand and
monetary support made available
through the global narcotics net-
work on the other. Rapid technolog-
ical advances, particularly in the
range of arms and explosives, has
further given a fillip to it.

After the Cold War and the US
victory over Iraq in 1991, the reli-
gious zealotry espoused by militant
Muslim groups took on a pan-Is-
lamic sheen. While the US is aware
of Pakistan’s support for terror-
ism, it is unwilling to brand it a
“terrorist state”. The attack on US
embassies has nevertheless
changed the outlook and after the
joint statement issued by Clinton
and Vajpayee in New Delhi last
March, areview of US policy on
terrorism has become more likely.

For effective containment and
elimination of terrorism, a serious
analysis of the roots, causes, and a
comprehensive strategy involving
the media and security forces is
necessary. An updated intelligence
network through collaboration
among the security forces can be of
immense help in providing infor-
mation about terrorist targets and
sites in advance. Also, public sup-
port should be built up against ter-
rorism.

The fact that states often spon-
sor terrorism as part of their for-
eign policy is bound to complicate
matters. The challenge for India
however is to capitalize on the posi-
tive turn in US policy, while insist-
ing that international terrorism
cannot be fought selectively,
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" End to terrorism holds the key

By C. Raja Mohan }26) s \/>

NEW DELHI, Nov. 20. India hopes that its latest
initiative for a ceasefire in Kashmir will ex-
pand the constituency for peace in the valley
without letting up in any way its demand for
an end to cross-border terrorism from Pakis-
tan, according to highly placed sources in the
Government.

Pakistan, however, remains skeptical about
the Indian move. And its reaction today re-
flects the deep apprehensions in Islamabad
that New Delhi may be attempting to divide
the militancy in Kashmir and marginalise Pa-
kistan from the incipient peace process in the
valley.

India has good reasons to be pleased with
the positive international reaction to its uni-
lateral ceasefire, but it is not entirely con-
vinced that Pakistan is ready for a substantive
engagement with India to resolve the out-
standing disputes.

Some in the Government are convinced that
like in the earlier move by India to negotiate
with the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, Pakistan will
only try and scuttle any attempt by the mil-
itant groups to negotiate with New Delhi. The
initial response from Pakistan today tends to
confirm the worst-case analysis in India.

The prospects for a peace process in the
valley are going to be determined by three sets
of issues that are in play — modalities of a
peace process, de-escalation of the violence in
Kashmir, and the perceived motivations of the
three actors involved — India, Pakistan and
the militant groups.

The Indian initiative a few months ago to
engage the Hizb collapsed at the insistence of
the group’s leadership based in Pakistan that
f[slamabad must be a party to any dialogue
between New Delhi and the militants.

“To % reaction W, Y
In its reaction to’ thg Indian move today,

Pakistan has emphasisey the importance of a
dialogue between the twg nations in which the
leadership of Kashmiri myitants must partici-
pate. Indian officials, howeyer, say there is “no
hope in hell” that New Delhi will ever agree to
a ““tripartite dialogue’’ to resolve the Kashmir
dispute.

India says it is ready to alk to any militant
group that puts down the gun. Its unilateral
ceasefire is a demonstration of its political
good faith. New Delhi has aiso proclaimed
that it will engage Pakistan the moment there
is evidence of a cessation of cross-border ter-
rorism.

In short, India is prepared for two different
tracks of dialogue when there is a conducive

NEWS ANALYSIS

climate — one with the militant groups and
the other with Pakistan. Pakistan says it wants
a single table for the negotiations that involves
all three parties.

Can this hurdle be overcome? If Pakistan
ends cross- border terrorism and allows the
militant groups to negotiate with India, it
should be possible for every one to proclaim a
victory on the question of modalities. India
will be engaging both Pakistan and the mil-
itant groups; and Islamabad, in any event, is in
direct contact with the insurgents.

All three tracks can proceed ahead, when
there is a reduction of cross-border terrorism.
Islamabad and the militants can declare that
there is a “triangular” engagement, and India
can insist that they are two different tracks of
dialogue.

That brings us to the question of de-escalat-
ing the ground situation in Kashmir that in-

volves quietening military exchanges on the
line of control, ending cross-border infiltra-
tion, and reduction of violence in the State.

India wants to see credible evidence of a
change in the ground situation on these three
elements. But Islamabad today appears to
have tied its willingness to deescalate cross-
border terrorism to moves by New Delhi to
reduce the “repression” in Kashmir. India, on
the other hand, points out that the large Indi-
an military presence in Kashmir has been ne-

cessitated by Pakistan’s support y

cross-border terrorism.

Can the two sides finesse the question of
“sequencing” and take steps that facilitate a
movement forward? If Pakistan can rein in the
militant groups during Ramzan, India would
have no problem in redeploying its military in
the valley. In short, reciprocal steps by both
could change the overall dynamic in Kashmir.

The third set of issues relate to motivation.
Given the deep distrust of each other’s inten-
tions, India and Pakistan will have to find a
way to signal the intentions behind their
moves and not allow the peace process to be
derailed by bald statements. The question of
sincerity can be only addressed by intensive
communication and letting the process go for-
ward, without prejudice to their long-standing
positions on the Kashmir dispute.

The key to a successful peace process may
lie in Pakistan controlling the Jihadi groups
during the month of Ramzan from engaging in
cross-border terrorism. If the signals come
through clearly, India will be in a position to :
take the necessary reciprocal steps to further “
deescalate the situation. And that could open |
up diplomatic space for exploring a credible |
and durable solution to the Kashmir dispute |
between the two nations. |




Afgha}téan a
real threat,

says Russia.«~
G Ot

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE .\ . .
AT

NEW DELHI, Nov. 20} —
Russia sees a ray of hope with
jrilateral cooperation ampng
New Delhi, Washington and
Moscow to fight against
international terrorism.

Russia’s deputy minister for
foreign  affairs, Mr VI
Trubnikov, said that the
Taliban-controlled Afgha-
nistan is a real terrorist
danger.

He further said that there
was a ‘ot of scope’ for trilateral
cooperation to combat the
terrorism menace including
the threat posed by Osama Bin
Laden.

Mr Trubnikov said the area of
cooperation should not be
confined to Laden’s activities
alone. Its scope should be
much wider.

“Without internal peace in
Afghanistan, we will see every
now and then the threat of
terrorism and narcotic drugs
emanating from the territory
controlled by the Taliban,” he
said. Russia would also talk to
the US on the issue of
terrorism.

Mr Trubnikov, leading a
high-level Russian delegation,
attended the first meeting of
the Indo-Russian joint working
group on Afghanistan.
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Vancouver, Oct. 31 (Reuters
More than 15 years after the death
of 329 people in history’s deadliest
act of aviation sabotage, two sus-
pected Sikh extremists appeared
in court on Monday to face mur-
der charges.

Ajaib Singh Bagri and Ripu-
daman Singh Malik entered no
pleas, but Malik’s attorney denied
his client was responsible for the
1985 bombing of Air-India’s Kan-
ishka over the Atlantic and an ex-
plosion at Tokyo’s Narita airport
that killed two people.

“There is no evidence at all,
other than a few people who don’t
like Malik,” Terry LaLiberte told
reporters outside the Vancouver
‘Provincial . courthouse after a
judge ordered the suspects to re-
main in custody.

The Royal Canadian Mounted
Police said they have arrested a
third person in the Vancouver
area late on Sunday in connection
with the bombings.

Media reports in Vancouver

FROM ALLAN DOWD \

on Monday said the latest suspect
to be arrested was Hardial Singh
Johal, a prominent member of the
Vancouver Sikh community and
outspoken advocate of an inde-
pendent Sikh homeland in Pun-
jab. Police said more arrests were
expected, and Monday’s hearing
marks only the start of what is ex-
pected to be one of the longest and
most complicated court cases in

Canadian history.
Malik, a wealthy Vancouver
businessman, and Bagri, a

British Columbia sawmill work-
er, appeared separately before the
judge in hearings that lasted less
than a minute.

LaLiberte lashed out at what
he said was mistreatment of his
client because he appeared in
court wearing a cloth bag to cover
his hair rather than with a turban
headpiece that is required of de-
voted Sikhs.

“It is an insult to Malik and his
religion,” Laliberte told the court-
room, which was packed with sup-
porters and relatives of the defen-
dants who were arrested Friday.

The bombings were hought to
be intended, in part, to avenge the
army’s 1984 storming of the Gold-
en Temple — Sikhism’s holiest
shrine. The bombing was thought
to have been planned in British
Columbia, which has one of the
largest Sikh population outside of
India.-

Air-India Flight 182 was blown
out of the sky June 23, 1985, off the
Irish coast while on route from
Toronto and Montreal to India via
London by what was believed to
be a suitease bomb.

The Tokyo suitcase bomb had
exploded in the airport about an
hour earlier while being trans-
ferred to another Air-India plane
that carried more than 170 people.
Two luggage handlers were Killed
and four other people injured.

Malik and Bagri were both
prominent members of the funda-
mentalist wing of the Sikh reli-
gion in western Canada. They are
also alleged to be connected with
Babbar Khalsa, which has waged
a violent campaign for a Sikh
homeland.

o«Kamshka suspects facg trial’

Talwinder Singh Parmar, a
founder of the Babbar Khalsa who
was killed by Indian police in 1992,
was named by Canadian authori-
ties on Friday as an unindicted co-
conspirator.

Authorities also named Inder-
it Singh Reyat as an unindicted co-
conspirator for the Air-India
bombing. Reyat, of Duncan, B.C.,
was convicted of building the
bomb that exploded in Tokyo and
is in the last year of a 10-year sen-
tence.

Police have said the arrests on
Friday have prompted a number
of witnesses to come forward with
information they had been afraid
to provide before.

Security was tight at the court
in downtown Vancouver.

Plans by a Punjab chief minis-
ter, Parkash Singh Badal to make
an official visit to British Colum-
bia have been scuttled in the wake
of the arrests. Officials have de-
clined to say why Badal’s visit has
been cancelled, but reports in
Canada and India said it was be-
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Prakash Bedj lost his entire family when Kanishka, th¥ plane carry-
ing them burst iy mid-air. Like him, there are parents, brothers and sis-
ters who mourn their loved ones. For all of them, the only good news in
a long time has been the completion of investigation into that grue-
some tragedy. Indeed, the government of Canada and the Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police deserve to be complimented on finally getting to
the bottom of the worst-ever terroristic act perpetrated against a pas-
senger airliner, The 1985 mid-air explosion of Kanishka which killed all
aboard did not receive as much global attention as the sabotage of the
PanAm 103 flight over Lockerbie in 1988. From the beginning it was .
suspected that the 747 airliner went down over the Irish sea as a result
of a bomb planted by Khalistani terrorists based in Canada. What made
investigation far more difficult in the case of Kanishka was that it went
down an ocean. Again, unlike in the case of the US airliner where the
relatives of the passengers formed an association and lobbied hard to
put pressure on investigators to get at the truth; the Kanishka explosion
could not generate and sustain analogous pressure. That makes it all the
more creditable that the Canadian police pursued the case toits end. In
both cases, unlike in other cases of aerial hijacking, the motive appears
to be vendetta. The Khalistani extremists wanted to take revenge for
‘Operation Blue Star’ while there are allegations that PanAm 103 was
brought down to avenge the mistaken shooting down of an Iranian air-
bus over the Gulf by the US navy. The Palestinian hijacking of airliners
in 1970 initiated the era of frisking and hand luggage search of air
passengers. The Kanishka tragedy brought in the X-raying of checked
baggage as a routine necessary precaution in air travel.

Kanishka was one of the high points of separatist terrorism which as-
sumed international dimensions because of the subcontinental diaspo-
ra in North America and Europe. The long and bitter campaign of ter-
rorism that followed in Punjab, in turn, encouraged Pakistan to unleash
the proxy war, first in Kashmir and then in the north-east. Dealing with
international terrorism and successfully countering it in this globalised
and integrated internatiorfal environment requires long-term anticipa-
tory planning and intelligence-gathering capability on the part of na-
tional authorities and collaboration with other friendly intelligence or-
ganisations sharing similar interests. The lesson from Kanishka is that
the war against terrorism will be long and sustained. There are various
national and international elements who are opposed to India’s emer-
gence as a pluralist, democratic, secular and economically strong coun-
try. The cyber age may unfold new forms of terrorism. We can no
longer afford to be reactive in our decision-making as that will place
the country at a disadvantage vis-a-vis the advances in techniques
available to terrorists. We should not be paranoid. At the same time,
though, we need to develop skills that will protect us from future per-
petrators of Kanishkas. We have, however, a history of evading harsh
realities. The price for security, as for freedom, is eternal vigilance. /
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lice have made the first arrests in relation to the
conspiracy to blow up Air India’s ‘Kanishka’
Boeing 747. It was one of the worst disasters in
aviation history, killing 329 passengers and

crew, off Ireland, as the aircraft was readying for

landing at London’s Heathrow airport on its
way from Toronto-Montreal in June 1985. A
similar plot had also been hatched to blow up
another Air India aircraft scheduled to fly the
Tokyo-Bangkok sector, but the explosives blew
up earlier killing two loaders. The Canadian au-
thorities launched a global investigation to get
to the bottom of the conspiracy and finally de-
tained at least two Sikhs based in Canada. Con-
sidering the time taken, one can only hope that
the investigators have completely tied up the
case to ensure that justice is finally delivered.

The Kanishka bombing shook the entire
aviation world, raising basic questions on secu-
rity and also throwing an open challenge to In-
dia in the aftermath of ‘Operation Bluestar’ in
Punjab and the assassination of Indira Gandhi

‘soon after. It was a sad end to the lives of over

300 people — mostly Canadian citizens of Indi-
an origin. They were on the flight to meet up
with relatives in India when the aircraft explod-
ed before landing in London. The investigations
into the crash proved conclusively that it was a
mid-air explosion. It was, thereafter, left to the
Canadian authorities, from where Air India’s
flight 182 took off, to unravel the conspiracy
and nab the culprits behind the bombing. It
may be difficult to explain why it took the Cana-
dian investigators so long, but when it involves
several countries it takes time. In a majority of
the aviation crashes involving sabotage or
bombing, countries have been able to track
down the culprits. A case in point relates to the
blowing up of a PanAm flight over Lockerbie in
1988 for which two Libyan suspects were finally
handed over for trial in the Netherlands just last

 BETTER LATE THAN NEVER 9~V

AFTER FIFTEEN LONG years, the Canadian po-

Y 4

year. It is only the air crashes where technical
and manufacturing flaws are involveg.that the
mystery remains unsolved .
yerery d(\ rad
In the Kanishka case, two of the accused
have been named while a third person was ar-
rested but not charged. Ripudaman Singh Malik

" and Ajaib Singh Bagri, both now in their 50s,

were part of the Sikh diaspora in Canada that
was affected by ‘Operation Bluestar’ and the
ugly phase of terrorism that rocked Punjab in
the 1980s. It was one of those dastardly acts of
terrorism which have now become common-
place acquiring a trans-national character.
What wrong did those innocent passengers, in-
cluding women and children, do that they
should have been so brutally killed in mid-air?
One of the accused seems to have been a fairly
influential ethnic leader in his community and
this could spark fresh problems for Sikhs there.
S\

Having arrested the accuse a}ld charged
them under eight different counts, including
first-degree murder, the Canadian\investigators
must bring to book all the co-congpirators in
the double conspiracy. Only the sternest of sen-
tences can assuage the families of the Kanishka
victims. With international terrorism posing a
major challenge to Governments around the
world, it is imperative to act together. Be it in
the aviation sector or in the bombing of high-
profile targets/buildings, the international
community must launch determined action to
nab all conspirators and bring them to justice.
Countries proviging them refuge or a safe
haven to escape from the long arm of the law
must also be dealt with firmly. Now that they
Canadian police have laid the charges, thad
must move swiftly to bring them to trial¢d to
produce all the evidence they have gathean do
prove them guilty. That is the least they/~
in memory of the innocent victims

THE: Hins

"8 N0y 2@




India, U.S. to intensi \fv

Oanti-terrorism drive

GTON: The US—Tas—

WAS
pledged tull support of G-8 nations
to an Indian proposal for a UN con-
vention on terrorism and agreed
with New Delhi to take their coop-
eration against it to a higher plane.

At a meeting between foreign
secretary Lalit Mansingh and U.S.
under secretary of state Thomas
Pickering at the State Department
on Friday, the U.S. also shared In-
dia’s concerns about the growth of
narcotics traffic “in our neighbour-
hood, especially in Afghanistan,”
Mr Mansingh said.

The talks, which combined a
third round of regular Indo-U.S.
consultations at the foreign secre-
tary level with the agenda for
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpay-
ee’s visit to Washington, also in-
cluded discussions on the possibili-
ties of renewing the Fulbright
agreement.

Referring to Mr Vajpayee’s visit,
Mr Mansingh said his schedule
would be expanded in Washington
to enable those he was to have met
on the West Coast to interact with
him but, in New York, “we will have
to provide some period of rest after
the hectic programme” before his
visit to Washington.

W

The foreign secretary al@r/uled
out any meeting between Mr Vaj-
payee and Pakistan’s military ruler
General Pervez Musharraf in New
York, adding there was also no role
for Islamabad in the discussions on
Kashmir between “our authorities
and our people in Kashmir. We
have given our assessment to the
Americans of the prevailing situa-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir.”

On the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty, he said that India’s stance
that a consensus had to evolve on
.1e issue remained the same,
adding on both the CTBT and the
Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty the
gap between the the countries’ po-
sitions had been narrowed but not
yet bridged. The subject of U.S.
sanctions against India was, howev-
er, not brought up in the two-day
talks, Mr Mansingh said, pointing
out that the Americans “very well
know our opposition to sanctions.
We consider them to be counter-
productive and ineffective but we
bave not appealed to them to re-
move them.”

Despite sanctions, he said, there
was extensive cooperation between
India and the U.S. especially in the
field of science and technology. ey
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Pak to c'1p wmgs of th ts

favourin

Our Political Bureay~

NEW DELHI 3 SEPTEMBER | ¥
CONTINUING WITH its sabo-
tage of the efforts to put an end to
violence in Jammu and Kashmir,
Pakistan has mounted a major
campaign to marginalise the pro-
peace sections within the Hizbul
Mujahideen and Jamaat-i-Islami.

A plan for clipping the wings
of those militants who favoured
the ill-fatéd peace process in
July-August, was approved by
the new chief of the ISI, Brigadier
Usmani, on last Thursday.

It was based on the inputs
provided by Dr Ayub Thokar,
UK-based ideologue of militancy
in Jammu and Kashmir, who was
called to Islambad for “urgent
consultations.”

The strategy is not restricted

to just the “usual suspects” like

the deputy commander of Hizbul
Mujahideen, Majeed Dar, or G.M.
Batt, the chief of Jamaat-i-Islami,
who favoured the peace process
disregarding Islamabad’s known

,\/\ﬁgmeferences to the contrary.

It also seeks to check the
Hizbul Commander, Shaikh
Salahuddin. Though Salahuddin
played the trusted pupil, obliging
his mentors by calling off the
ceasefire on August 8, his recent
statement that Hizbul could con-
sider sliding into a political role
has not gone down well with the
ISI establishment.

Reports reaching here have it
that the ISI sees in Salahuddin’s
statement a longing for political
power which has remained
unfulfilled since he, contesting as
a MUF nominee, was made to lose
the 1997 assembly election by
what is widely perceived to be
fraudulent methods.

The ISI’s notion is that
promises of honourable accom-
modation in a re-launched politi-
cal process could bring that
desire back on the surface. In any
case, Salahuddin cannot be stoic
to the limelight he has basked in

announced.

The pre-emptjve plan seeks to
debar the Hizbul from playing
any political role by laying down
the line that it is a militant organ-
isation and should remain so.

The diktat is to come from the
United Jihad Council where Kazi
Hussain, Amir (chief) of Jamaat-
i-Islami, Pakistan, and Abdul Ra
shid Turabi, Amir of Jamaat-i-
Islami, PoK, are expected to read
out the riot act to Salahuddin.

Indications are that the
entire United Jihad Council
could be revamped to ensure
that the Hizbul and Salahuddin
are disabused of their desire to
consider any option other
than jihad.

The inclusion of Batt and Dar
in the ‘hit list’ is no surprise. Batt,
known for his hardline views on
theological matters, has remained
a major disappointment to
Islamabad since he took the line
that peace takes precedence over

since the ceasefire was everything else.
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#ndia, UK to
: A e

\ 8

NDIA AND Britain are to set\uf)ra Joint
orking Group (JWG) to ensure close co-ordi-

nation over a large number of issues ggpecially

terrorism and drug trafficking.

Senior officials of the two countri
expected to meet in London in Octobkr to
fihalise the composition and other paramagers

f the proposed JWG. The visiting Brijsh

ome Secretary, Mr Jack Straw, made
announcement to this effect here today after
meeting with his Indian counterpart LK.
Advani.

Mr Straw said the establishment of the JWG
was illustrative of the deepening and strength-
ening of rejations between India and the United
i 'As a sequel to over-connection and
ount of mutual interest between the

Kirgdo
huge
untries, it has been decided that the pro-

Correspondent
w Delhl, September 4

set up JWG on terrorism

British Home SBI retary Jack Straw with Home
Minister L.K. Adv/ani in the New Delhi on
Monday. Photo: P rakash Singh

posed JWG should function as a permanent
mechanism to counter terrorism and drug traf-
ficking that would give currency to our bilateral -
relations," he emphasised.

As regard to the proposed improvements in
the existing visa-regime for Indians, Mr Straw
said the changes are being contemplated for
smooth issue of transit papers. "A new visa-
regime for Indian entrepreneurs in information
technology and. e-commerce has come into
force from today," he added. He further elabo-
rated that the new regime was expected to
ensure immediate visa-papers for the entrepre-
neurs in the two sectors without the necessary
proof of substantial wealth,

Official sources said that Mr Straw and Mr
Advani in their 90-minute meeting had covered
8 large gamut of bilateral relations. On his part,
the British Home Secretary indicated that the
had taken up the thread from where it was left
during Mr Advani recent trip to the UK.

THE HINDUSTAN TIME.



U.S. set to brand

Lashkere-Toiba

a terrorist group-

WASHINGTON: The extremist
group Lashker-e-Toiba (LET) is on
the verge of being designated a for-
eign terrorist organisation (FTQ)
by the US. and Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright may possibly
announce its blacklisting during
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s visit to Washington,
according to informed sources.

If indeed it happens next week, it
would be a gift for India and a tan-
gible manifestation of Washington
and New Delhi’s joint efforts to
combat terrorism, and a slap on the
face of Pakistan, particularly at a
time when military leader General
Pervez Musharraf is in the U.S. par-
ticipating in the UN Millennium
Summit. It is well-known that the
LET, which is active in Kashmir, is
a Pakistan-sponsored group, which
receives significant support from
the ISL

The sources said that during the
past few months there had been
intense inter-agency deliberations
among the U.S. State Department’s
terrorism bureau, its legal affairs
office and the departments of jus-
tice and of treasury regarding the
legal ramifications of such a desig-
nation. Also being debated is the
question whether such a listing
could justify the criteria that this
group was a threat to U.S. security,
which the legislation required for
an organisation to be listed a FTO.

The sources said that apparently
the inter-agency panel that had
been working on this issue believed
it could be justified, considering the
anti-American fervour this group
had and its links with Afghan
groups, some of which were aligned
with Saudi renegade Osama bin
Laden.

Consequently, the sources said,
the Clinton  administration
believed it had an iron-clad case

court if the designation was chal-
lenged.

The administration believed it
had sufficient independent evidence
collected through its own intelli-
gence that linked the LET to recent
massacres in Kashmir that were
essentially aimed at torpedoing the
negotiations between the Hizbul
Mujahideen and the Indian govern-
ment following the former’s unila-
eral cease-fire in late July.

Evidently, the LET’s involve-
ment in the recent massacres,
according to the sources, were what
had tipped the scales vis-a-vis a con-
sensus within the inter-agency panel
that the group’s activities clearly
made it eligible for the dubious des-
ignation, which meant that any sup-
port—either financial or material—
by any one or any group in the US

could result in civil and cfiminal
penalties. < /

Meanwhile, dreaded mihtdnt
Farooq Ahmed Bhat alias Farooq
Ansari was killed in an ecounter
with security forces, while one per-
son was injured and another
abducted by militants in Doda dis-
trict on Wednesday, an official
spokesman said.

Rashtriya Rifle (RR) troops,
after a three-hour gun battle in
Kalamat forests, eliminated Ansari,
who was the provincial chief com-
mander of the Hizbul Mujahideen
for Doda and Udhampur districts
and had masterminded the August
13 blast on the national highway in
Kud in which several BSF person-
nel were killed.

Ansari had recently returned
from Pakistan after being con-
ferred with a “prestigious” ISI
award, the spokesman said.

Troops were continuing search
operations to track down another
high-ranking mtilitant and the slain
militant’s-brother Shakeel ,
he said. ians & Agencies) "

which it could strongly defend in
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to task at

“lerrorism anl dialogue
do not go togrher’c

By Ramesh Chandran
"~ The Times of India News Service

NEW YORK: Echoing the theme of inten..uons’
terrorism from his earlier speech to the Asia Society,
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee in his address to the
United Nations Millennium Summit said “terrorism
and dialogue do not go together” and that the “acid
test of sincerity of purpose is not words but deeds”.

In a thinly-veiled reference to Pakistan’s General
Pervez Musharraf’s remarks to the gathering on
Thursday, Mr Vajpayee with razor-sharp rhetoric said
that “many statesmanlike words have been delivered
from this high tribune — unfortunately, some of them
are an Orwellian mockery””.

The Indian Prime Minister’s
contention was that “those who
stifled democracy at home, speak
of freedom from this forum™ and
those who have “engaged in the
clandestine acquisition of nuclear
weapons and delivery systems talk

\

N

THUS SPAKE VAJPAYEE

4 PM slams Pakistan for
cross-border terrorism

# India was forced to go nuclear
+ We are committed to dialogue
5 U.S. and India are natural allies

ee takes Pak

UN meégt

MDon’t cloak eross-border

terrorism as jehad’

The Times of India News Service

NEW YORK: In one of his toughest speeches he has
made at a public forum, Prime Minister A.B.
vajpayee warned Pakistan not to “cloak cross-border
terrorism as jehad’ and not to misread India’s “gen-
erosity of spirit and desire for friendly relations as
weakness".

Addressing a select gathering at Asia Society on
Thursday within hours of his landing in New York, Mr
Vajpayee said that Pakistan had “consciously” opted
to pursue the path of hostility by promoting terrorism
in different parts of India.

Mr Vajpayee told an audience of 500 at the Waldorf
Astoria’s Grand Ballroom that in
the “face of extreme provocation,
we have shown patience and
restraint” and that the “proh
tion of practioners of
religious ism J
bourhood
tors that havd cofributed to cross-

of ridding South Asia of these”.

In this scathing vein, he continued that those who
had “repudiated solemn covenants talk of new agree-
ments to prevent war” and that the authors of a
“vicious terrorist campaign that has claimed more
than 30,000 innocent lives in India and who had
actively sabotaged a historic peace initiative” were
now offering new initiatives for dialogue.

Mr Vajpayee made no overt references to Kashmir
but instead focussed on the violent cross-border
terrorism exported from the neighbourhood and
spoke on expansive issues ranging from the need
of a new financial architecture to strengthen
multilateral institutions, the universal concern over
the debt burden, the need for economic interdepend-
ence to be based on the principle of non-discrimina-
tion and of course the universal demand for nuclear
disarmament.

Mr Vajpayee told the UN gathering that India had
been compelled to conduct nuclear tests because the
spread of nuclear weapons in the neighbourhood had
made it “especially vulnerable”. But he added,
“Nevertheless, our policy is based on responsibility
and restraint and we continue to press for universal,
verifiable nuclear disarmament with undiminished
commitment even while safeguarding our strategic
space and autonomy in decision-making.”

border terrorf§m™. However, he
said, it had provided a “convenient cloak to disguise
the aggression on our civil society —the cloak of
jehad”. The Prime Minister pointed out that India
had repeatedly taken new initiatives for dialogue with
Pakistan, including his bus diplomacy to Lahore —
and Pakistan had responded by sparking off the
Kargil conflict.

Mr Vajpayee reminded his audience: “The history
of that episode is well known—- Pakistan had suffered
a military and diplomatic defeat.” The Prime Minister
also listed a catalogue of Pakistan-sponsored atroci-
ties in its “painful record” of cross-border terrorism
—the hijack of an IA airliner, the massacre of 40
innocent Sikhs during U.S. President Bill Clinton’s
visit to India in March, the savage slaying of more
than 100 pilgrims. Mr Vajpayee told the Asia Society
fund-raiser, which was a $ 1,000 a head event and
comprised of a number of eminent Americans and
prominent Indian-Americans, that Indians were a
“patient people and have persevered in the search for
a peaceful settlement with Pakistan in the conviction
that war is in nobody’s interest” but it was deter-
mined to “preserve and protect our national inter-
ests”. He warned that none should “doubt that India
has the means and the will to protect her territorial
integrity, secular unity and communal harmony".

. -
-

-
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Focus on terrorism,br\,\’\’

AS IS evident from some of the points made by Atal Behari
Vajpayee in his address to the UN millennium summit, few
Pakistint leaders have had lesser credibility in recent times
than that country’s present Chief Executive. It is not only the
corporate-style designation which underlines General Pervez
Musharraf’s unconstitutional position, his coup was also known
to have been conducted as a measure of self-preservation. It
was his sacking by the then democratically elected Pakistani
Prime Minister which made the army chief take the reins into
his own hands, implicate the political leaders in all kinds of
cases and handpick a judiciary to give a verdict approving of the
coup. For such a man to shed tears about the absence of
freedom’ in Kashmir is ridiculous.

[t was this telling point which Mr Vajpayee made when he said
that “those who have stitled democracy at home speak of free-
dom”, Similarly, the Indian Prime Minister’s castigation of
“those who have actively sabotaged a historic peace initiative”
arc now talking of “new agreements” effectively exposes the
treacherous policy which Pakistan is following, for it is no secret
that when the Lahore declaration was being drafted, General
Musharraf was feverishly engaged in his Kargil misadventure
behind Nawaz Sharif’s back, as the latter has revealed. No
less damning is Mr Vajpayee’s reminder of Pakistan’s “clandes-
tine acquisition” of nuclear weapons while he, mocked at its
current advocacy of disarmament. \\ X

But perhaps the most significant reiteration of\Indja’s stan
was Mr Vajpayce's reference to the fact that “terroyism and dia-
logue do not go together”. Although the point ha
before, it needed to be mentioned in front of a world audience
to underscore why India, whose Prime Minister went out of his
way to visit Lahore, should now be reluctant to talk to Pakistan.
The reason is that Pakistan is now in the grip of elements whose
,rule not only lacks legitimacy but who seem to be driven by the
medieval concept of jehad or holy war against infidels. The
open manner in which various jehadi groups operate in
Pakistan, uttering dire threats against India, and the close
involvement of these militants with official Pakistani agencies
like the ISI in organising acts of terrorism in Kashmir and
elsewhere in India leave little scope for any purposeful dia-
logue with Islamabad. Talks by themselves are meaningless
Yunless there is a genuine desire for peace. Of all the
i Governments in Pakistan, the present one shows the least
i inclination in this respect.
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PM turns the spotlight on

Pak-sponsored terroris

('\
S. Rajagopalan ‘(X H ‘/‘
Washingon, Septembdr 1

PRIME MINISTE\; Atal Behari Vajpayee

today began his official US visit by turn-
ing the spotlight on Pakistan’s cross-bor-
der terrorism and making out a case for redou-
“td Indo-US efforts to combat the menace
"ser a broad front.
\’ Addressing the US Congress, Mr Vajpayee
said no country had faced as ferocious an attack
- of terrorist violence as India over the past two
decades: 21,000 were killed by foreign-spon-
sored terrorists in Punjab alone; 16,000 have
been killed in Jammu & Kashmir.

Without naming Pakistan, he spoke of the
fashioning of terrorism into an instrument of
state policy in the name of religious war in
India’s neighbourhood. Unlike his address to
the Asia Society in New York last week, Mr
Vajpayee did not use the word YJehad’ as such.

The forces which seek to “unravel India’s ter-
ritorial integrity” through terror are doomed to
fail in their efforts, he said to cheers from the
assembled members of the House of
Representatives and the Senate. “You know
and I know: Such evil cannot succeed.”
_Hitting out at countries seeking to “redraw
boundaries and settle claims (historical or imag-

US Cong for lifting curbs

iIN A heart-warming curtain-raiser to PM
Vajpayee's visit, the US Congress on
Wednesday passed a resolution urging the
lifting of all the remaining sanctions against
india. But, the Clinton Administration remains
firm that New Delhi sign the CTBT before it
can possibly lift the punitive measures.

Detailed report and picture on Page 12

inary) through force”, Mr Vajpayee said India
itself favoured an Asia “where cooperative
rather than aggressive assertion of national self-
interests defines behaviour among nations”.

Mr Vajpayee, who delivered his lines halting-
ly, also went into length on the turnaround in
Indo-American relations and complimented
President Bill Clinton for his leadership and
vision in steering the dialogue and the US
Congress members for supporting and encour-
aging this process.

Mr Vajpayee also proposed a comprehensive
“Global Dialogue on Development” in a bid to
improve the economic conditions of all. “A situ-
ation that provides comfortable living standards
to one-third of the world’s population but con-
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demns two-thirds to poverty and want is unsus-
tainable,” he said and offered New Delhi as the
venue for the dialogue.

The Prime Minister’s remarks on the contri-
butions of the 1.5 million strong Indian commu-
nity to the advancement of American society

“drew a prolonged applause.

“We are two nations blessed with-extraordi-
nary resources and talent. Measured in terms of
industries of tomorrow, we are together defin-
ing the partnerships of the future,” he said,
adding: “But our two countries have the poten-
tial to do more to shape the character of the
global economy in this century.”

Dwelling on India’s economic buoyancy and
the reform process, Mr Vajpayee said India held
its course when much of Asia was convulsed by
the economiic crises two years ago. India is now
among the 10 fastest growing economies of the
world, having recorded 6.5 per cent. growth
annually. And over the next 10 years, India will
strive to double the per capita income by grow-
ing at the rate of 9 per cent. ‘

While " important infrastructure areas like
power, insurance, banking and telecom are
being opened to the private sector, bath domes-
tic and foreign, India will remain committed to
the State’s primacy in fulfilling its social obliga-

tions to the poor and the weak, he said.

What some of the

CMs told Gates

0.P. Chautala (Haryana): “Gur-
gaon is a good IT investment desti-
nation because it is “poliution free,
the law and order is very good, it is
not far from the national capital
and its International airport”.
Vilasrao Deshmukh (Maharash-
tra): “e-commerce initiatives could
take off effectively in my state
because there is considerable
industrial and commercial activity
is taking place. Mumbai ieads in
commerce, industry and financing
and therefore it is it has the maxi-
mum potential for e-commerce.”
S.M. Krishna (Kamataka): “Mic-
rosoft should look at Bangalore as
a centre for software development,
specially for a ‘scalablity’ laboratory
for the software needs of Intemet-
linked next generation of systems”.
P.S. Badal (Punjab): “Microsoft
should collaborate with us in set-
ting up an e-governance centre at
the Mahatma Gandhi Punj
institute of Public Inistration
and establish a
ment centre |




Pakistan accuses India of
) . >

cross-border terrorisni.;
“&‘g_l;.nistan?” Unlikely, beca\ﬁ}

By Mahendra Ved
The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: It is “an act of ter-
rorism” and of “cross-border ter-
rorism” — only the accuser is Pak-
istan and the accused, India. The
terms used are not new, but they
gain a greater currency after the
just conctuded United Nations Mil-
lennium Summit. They do not in-
clude “counter terrorism.”

The authorities and media in.

Pakistan have expectedly blamed
India and its “secret terrorist organ-
_isation, RAW” for the latest round
of bomb explosion in a fruit market
in Islamabad that killed 15 and in-
jured over 75 persons on Tuesday.
A high-level inquiry has been or-

dered on the directions of Chief -

Executive General Pervez Mushar-
raf. But civil and military officials
and “sources” in the Pakistani es-
tablishment “do not rule out the
foreign hand.”

However, this is the 49th explo-
sion in Pakistan within the current
year, according to Indian intelli4
gence sources. And although the
Indian connection is routinely al-
leged, inquiries in at least some of
them haye shown them to be the
result of ethnic or religious vio-
lence, between Shias and Sunnis, or
by armed mercenaries who abound
in Pakistan thanks to the seminar-
ies that train thousands of them for
the “jihad”.

A blast in Qﬁetta last month was

blamed on “Indian agents”. But the
Baluchistan Liberation Army for-
.mally claimed responsibility. That
the grapes-laden truck carrymg the
explosive had come from
Afghanistan has not in any way de-
flected the Indian “hand”.

if that country has a friend it is P:
istan. India? The finger must poin!
in that direction because India ha;
a well-proven record in this
sphere,” says an editorial in The
Dawn.

It says: “The Indian connection
with terrorism within Pakistan is
thus no figment of the imagination.
Tt is real, it has been happening for
some time and its purpose is clear:
To settle scores with Pakistan.
Cross-border terrorism...what oth-
er name to give to this deadly
game? India portrays itself as a vic-
tim of cross-border terrorism. The

evidence in the form of civilian
Pakistanis dead and wounded sug- !
gests that it is the perpetrator.

The truck came from Khurram
Agency, an area in the North-West
Frontier Province governed by spe-
cial laws. However, The Dawn
laments; “Travelling the length and
breadth of it without papers or oth- .
er forms of identity is easy. At road-
blocks, cops are used to smelling
the breaths of passersby to see
whether they have imbibed any-
thing. If they see a couple they will
want to see their marriage certifi-
cate. Anything to make an extra
buck.Islamabad’s head of army -
monitoring team Major General
Faheem Akhtar “apprehended the
involvement of Indian terrorist
agency, RAW,” The Nation report-
ed. However, information minister
Javed Jabbar cautiously told BBC:
“The route which has been adopted
by enemy elements has nothing to
do with the particular location or
the origin of the vehicle. Until we
have precise indicator from the sus-
pects, it would not be appropriate
to give more specific direction.”

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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on Tuesday, agreed on a range

' INDIA AND the United Staté&Y,})

of measures to combat inter-
national terrorism, as
Washington joined New Delhi in
unequivocally condemning ail
acts of terrorism, including reli-
gious considerations, to justify
such acts.

This ‘was decided at the sec-
ond meeting of the Indo-US joint
working group on counter-terror-
ism, during which, India con-
veyed its serious concern over
Pakistan’s sustained attempts at
sponsoring cross-border terror-
ism in the name of jehad (holy
war). It was agreed that inter-
agency teams would share their
experiences, exchange informa-
tion and coordinate approaches
and action to deal with the men-
ace.
The US team was led by
Michael A. Sheehan, US coordi-
nator for counter-terrorism,

USto

»

VALITANGY IN ALL ITS MANIFESTATION
jointly combat terrorism

ALL FOR ONE: US coordinator for counter-terrorism

Michael A. Sheehan (right) and US envoy Richard Celeste
(second from left) come out of the external affairs ministry
after talks with the Indian officials on Tuesday. — PTI

while the Indian delegation was
headed by Alok Prasad, joint sec-
retary.

The two sides unequivocally
condemned all acts, methods and

practices of terrorism as criminal
and unjustifiable, whatever the
considerations — be it political,
philosophical, ideological, racial,
ethnic, religious, or of any other

nature — that may be involved to
justify them, a joint statement
issued at the end of the two-day
talks said.

The Indian delegation com-
prised officials from ministries of
external affairs and home,
besides CBI and other law-
enforcement agencies.

For the first time, an inter-
agency group of counter-terror-
ism and narco-terrorism law
enforcement officials were
included at the delegation-level
talks, a senior foreign official told
reporters.

During his recent visit to the
US, Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee and President Bill
Clinton had reaffirmed the
importance of this working grour
to combat international terror-
ism. The leaders also decided to
expand the mandate of the group,
to include discussions on issues
like  narco-terrorism  and
Afghanistan, the largest producer
of opium in the world. = — PT]
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UK Hom
Hon

ment delivered at the Old

Bailey on Monday, the Special
Immigration Appeals Commission
(SIAC), has over-ruled the Home
Office order to deport two suspect-
ed Sikh terrorists. The two,
Mukhtiar Singh,27, and Paramjit
Singh,26, were alleged by British
authorities to have been involved
in supplying weapons from
Pakistan to India for terrorism.

They were greeted boisterously
by their supporters and allegedly
pro-Khalistanis as they walked out
free from the Old Bailey premises .
They are now at liberty to go on
living in Britain, as per ‘exception-
al leave to remain' order by the
Commission.

Mukhtiar Singh and Paramjit had
entered Britain illegally ,hiding in
a lorry, some time between 1994
and 1996, according to the Home

IN A highly controversial judge-

Office. They & detained, while
living and pieaching Sikhism in
Birmingham jrea, in November
1998 on the charge of being threats
to national security. Ian Barnett,
QC for the Home Office, contend-
ed that they had conspired to ship
15 kilos of explosives, detonators
and other weapons from Pakistan
to India.

They had applied for asylum but

Deportation Case

\I

their plea was rejected last August.
They were told that they would be
deported "in the interest of nation-
al security".

Under the provisions of the new
Terrorism Bill any action which
leads to terrorism outside the UK
is also violative of national securi-
ty. The two, however, appealed
against the deportation order.
Justice Potts, with two judges,
ruled that if sent back to India the

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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two faced a "real risk of being sub-
jected to torture", contrary to the
European Convention on Human
Rights.

The judgement has put the
Home Office in a quandary. The
judges have refused the deporta-
tion but not granted the refugee
status to the two, on the ground
that they are a threat to national
security . Sources in the Home
Office said that the order has led
to the perplexing question, why
was the refugee status refused. The
Home Office is slated to appeal
against the ruling.

The commission had in another
high profile case over-ruled the
deportation of a Pak cleric
Shafiqur Rehman, 28, who was
alleged by the MI5 and MIG6 to be
leader of the British wing of
Lashkar-i-Tayyeba. The MI6
agents had testified that he recruit-
ed young British Muslims for train-
ing in Mujahideen camps near
Lahore and also collected funds.



contact
with "
/ Delhi

FROM MUKHTARAHMAD IN SRINAGAR AND OUR DELHI BUREAU

Aug. 1: After several rounds of shadowboxing, the Hizbul Muja-
hideen today claimed the first direct contact with the Centre and said
home ministry officials were expected to reach Srinagar tomorrow.

The Hizbul’s nominee for negotiations, Fazal Haq Qureshi (picture
above), said in Srinagar that officials from the home ministry spoke
with him on phone this morning. “They told me they were coming to
Srinagar tomorrow to meet me,” said Qureshi, a veteran separatist
leader who heads the Jammu and Kashmir People’s Political Front.

While Delhi did not respond to Qureshi’s statement, the govern-
ment clarified that officials from the home ministry and the security
forces will comprise the team that will negotiate with the Hizbul.

Qureshi refused to disclose details of his talks with the officials, but
said: “I told them that I am available for anybody.” Qureshi added that
he was waiting for “guidelines” from the Hizbul on the peace initiative.
“I told them that since I did not have any brief from the Hizbul yet, I
cannot discuss anything much with them,” he said.

Qureshi disclosed that Hizbul leaders got in touch with him in the
afternoon and assured him that “they would send the details of what
I have to discuss with the offictals”. The separatist leader described
himself as an “intermediary” whose job is to “work out modalities of
the ceasefire between the Hizbul and the military”. He said the outfit
will name a few of their commanders for the negotiations and “I will
then rednest the Centré to rush an expert”.

The Vajpayee government has already stated that home secretary
Kamal Pande would be its principal interlocutor in any negotiation.

Government sources said today that the proposed negotiations
will be carried out within the country and the first meeting will most
likely be held in Srinagar.

Officials feel the Centre’s team should comprise serving officers
because of the “experience” in the Northeast. They believe that serv-
ing officials would be better placed to hold negotiations because the
Hizbul’s truce offer is temporary. “Details like disarming the Hizbul
cadre and surrender of weapons will crop up during the initial talks
in which ranking officers from security forces can play an important
role,” a senior official said.

Delhi is approaching the peace initiative by the Hizbul “very cau-
tiously” and work on preparing the ground rules to enforce the
ceasefire will start as soon as representatives of the Centre and the
Hizbul have their first formal meeting.

In Islamabad, the Hizbul’s new spokesman, Saleem Hgshmi,
urged Delhi to “immediately” start the tripartite meeﬁV
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"Big words, little actiorn .,
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India’s diplomatic concern about terrorism has been confined to sheer thetoric. It isqtﬁme
it stops dealing in double-speak and initiates real action, writes NILOFAR SUHRAWARDY

RRORIST THREATS compeiled

I the United States embassy in Jordan

to cancel this year’s Independence

Day celebrations in Amman. The message

was obvious. Despite the US carrying out

military exercises against the sponsors of

terrorists, militants have not been cowed

down. It would thus be wrong to view US
anti-terrorist measures as a success.

Likewise, the hype raised about India’s
‘success’ in projecting its diplomatic stand
against terrorism is questionable.

‘Diplomatic success’ demands attention
because inflated rhetoric appears to have
assumed new levels with Indian politicians.
It is only a bid to impress the global com-
munity about this country’s concern about
terrorism as opposed to a genuine con-
cern that signals this trend. Of late, the
European Union has supported India’s
move in the UN for a comprehensive
convention on international terrorism.

Earlier, India and Portugal agreed to
cooperate at the multilateral level to
combat terrorism. The menace  was
discussed with Italy too. France and
Turkmenistan have also shared India’s
concern about terrorism. The US and
India have agreed on a joint committee
to fight terrorism.

Can such agreements be a major indi-
cator of India’s diplomatic success?
There is no evidence about different
countries understanding terrorism. as

India would want them to. It would be Arrested Kashmiri militants: Just window-dressing?

wrong to presume that they view terrorism
through the same lens as does India.
If in India’s understanding, EU’s
“unreserved condemnation of terrorism
in all forms” refers to ‘sponsored’ terrorism
in Kashmir, others may relate. it to the
anti-Christian attacks being carried
out in this country.

Also, differences prevail over the very
definition of the word terrorism. If accord-
ing to France, international terrorism is a
heinous act of barbarism committed in a
foreign country, for Greece, terrorism is
quite different from what it sees as
‘freedom fighting’. «

Double standards maintained by the
Vajpayee Government regarding terrorism

PLATFORM

perpetrated in India cannot be missed. The
recent attacks against Chrisiians can also
be labelled as anti-national and terrorist
acts as they question ‘secularism’ and
religious freedom laid out by the Indian
Constitution. Yet, the Indian premier
has chosen to dismiss them as ‘isolated
incidents’,

Perhaps, India’s latent desire is to pro-
mote the stereotype image of terrorism in
its Islamic variant. Chances of this tactic
paying off are fairly limited, Of late, in the
West, the Muslim elite’s efforts to counter

this image have been given due importance
by the international media. The Oklahoma
bombing case forced the Western
media to start questioning the stereotype
they were presenting about
Islamic terrorism. .
Initially presumed to be an act of Islamic
or Arab terrorist, the Oklahoma bombing
turned out to be the act of a former
American soldier. Besides, it has been
pointed out that a greater number of anti-
US terrorist acts have taken place in Latin
America than in Muslim countries.
Without doubt, India’s primary motive
has been to campaign against Pakistan’s
role in the spread of terrorism related to

THE HINDUSTAN TIME:
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the Kashmir issue. Little attention has
been paid to differing conclusions that can
be drawn by other nations and observers
from India’s diplomatic posture regarding
terrorism. From one angle, the tone
suggests that India has been forced to
raise the issue at the diplomatic level.
This is also a tacit acknowledgement of
India having failed to combat terrorism
within its own borders. Should India be
gloating about - this shortcoming in
diplomatic circles?

Besides, what kind of cooperation does
India actually envisage from nations willing
to combat terrorism with it? Definitely,
Portugal, Italy or Turkmenistan is not
expected to provide troops to guard India’s

borders. The US armed forces are known
to be engaged in ‘peacetime’ military
activities to prevent conflict as and
when diplomacy demands. Expecting
other nations to come to India's
help is equivalent to India limiting its
own options.

This argument can be perhaps coun-
tered by projecting that strategically
India wields a double-edged ‘sword,
diplomatically and militarily. If this
approach had helped India score diplo-
matic points against Pakistan or crush
terrorism at home, it would have been
accorded some credibility. India has so
far only succeeded in dangling this sword
in the air, To date, Pakistan has not been
declared a terrorist state by the US,

At its recent meeting, the Islamic
Conference of Foreign Ministers dwelt on
taking “necessary measures to convince

" India to put an immediate end” to the

alleged human rights violations in
Kashmir. Evidently, Pakistan has been
isolated only in India’s diplomatic under-
standing of global affairs. India’s diplomat-

ic jargon appears to have had negligible -

impact on militants too. It has also not
restrained the non-political elite in the
subcontinent from exchanging cordial
notes with each other.

In other words, the actual significance of
India’s diplomatic concern about terrorism
has been confined to a solitary level: that
of inflated rhetoric.
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Aalks with Hizb militalgg

open on positive no

te qq VA

Vajpayee says a vehement ‘No’ tAValks with
Pak till cross-border terrorism in J&K ends

By Law Kumar Mishra
The Times of India News Service

SRINAGAR: A formal dialogue between the Hizbul
s Mujahideen, Kashmir’s largest mili-
tant outfit, and the Centre opened at
the historic Nehru guest house in the
fortified Raj Bhavan complex here
on Thursday morning, with the two
sides agreeing to identify and isolate
forces hostile to the ceasefire. The
two sides also set up a negotiating
committee, which is expected to meet
“very shortly”, in their endeavour to
take the peace process to its logical

A.B.Vajpayee
conclusion.

In a surprise development, Union home secretary
Kamal Pandey arrived here from New Delhi on Thurs-
day morning by a special plane since the Hizb had
threatened to withdraw its ceasefire and had even set a
deadline for the start of the talks. Mr Pandey was
joined in his talks with the Hizb ‘commanders’ by two
special secretaries in the home ministry, T.R. Kakkar
and M.B. Kaushal, and two other officials who had
been telephonically talking to the Hizb representative,
Fazal Qureshi, for the last couple of days.

The Hizb side comprised Fazal Qureshi, Ghulam
Mohammad Nayakoo, Mushadiq Adil (both formerly
of the Al Fateh Tanjim), and four ‘divisional comman-
ders’— Reyaz, Farooq, Masood and Zafar.

Abdul Mahjid Dar, who had announced the cease-
fire on July 24 here, was, however, not present. One of
the Hizb ‘commanders’ came to the guest house in a
Maruti car with his face masked.

However, he spoke to reporters and said the core is-
sue would be discussed only by Hizb chief Salauddin,
who is in Pakistan. “We have come here to discuss the
modalities for implementing the ceasefire.”

All the Hizb leaders were unarmed and urged the
gathered reporters not to ask them any questions.
Home ministry officials also requested mediapersons
not to question the Hizb leaders. They had come over-
ground for the first time. These are the Centre’s first
talks with the Hizb in 11 years.

The militant leaders were not allowed to meet the
media after the 90-minute meeting ended. However,
video camerapersons and photographers were allowed
to shoot them, minus interviews. The two special secre-
taries in the Union home ministry were virtually escort-
ing and providing cover to the Hizb leaders right from
the point at which they alighted from their vehicles.

One of the Hizb leaders repeatedly asked the pho-
tographers and videographers not to shoot. “Our life is
in danger. Do not expose us. We have not met anyone
as yet.” When the camerapersons refused to oblige, he
threatened to smash the cameras with a stick he was
carrying. However, he was pacified by the other mili-
tant leaders, who further said they would also talk to
the Hurriyat leaders. All the Hizb leaders said they
were at a “very delicate stage” in the talks and, hence,
should not be “harassed”.

The talks were to start at noon, but the militants ap-
peared on the scene only after 1.35 p.m. while the se-
nior home ministry officials were kept waiting. The
corps commander of the 15 Corps, Lt Gen JR.
Mukherjee, was also waiting for the ﬁizb leaders, who
came to the Nehru guest house in different vehicles. Mr
Kamal Pandey was seen watching the drama unfold on

the ground floor lawns from the balcony, while the spe-
cial secretaries were escorting the militants with due
courtesy for the talks.

The Hizb militants had come with a 12-point charter
which sought, among other things, modalities for the
ground rules of the ceasefire, a removal of bunkers, an
end to crackdowns, the release of prisoners, the revoca-
tion of the Special Powers Act and an end to the al-
leged harassment of civilians.

After the talks were over, Mr Pandey said the meeting
had been held in a cordial atmosphere. The negotiating
committee of the Centre would be led by Mr Kaushal
and assisted by officials of the state government, the In-
dian army and other security agencies. From the Hizb’s
side, it would be led by Khalid Shaiullah.

Members of the committee agreed to work in a spirit
of cooperation and understanding to finalise the
modalities for the effective implementation of the
cease-fire. Mr Pandey said the talks would be taken to
their logical conclusion—restoration of peace in the
state. The Hizb leaders were congratulated by the
home ministry for their “bold and timely decision”. Mr
Pandey said the modalities would be pursued seriously
to isolate and identify the elements opposed to the
peace process.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee, rejecting
a suggestion for third- party mediation in Kashmir,
held Pakistan squarely responsible for the recent mas-
sacre at nine different places in Jammu and Kashmir.
Mr Vajpayee declared that there was no possibility of
any talks with Pakistani ruler Parvez Musharraf.

The PM, who led an all-party parliamentary delega-
tion to Pahalgam, where 30 pilgrims were gunhed
down on Tuesday night, said there was no scope left for
talks with Pakistan after these mass killings in the state.
The silence of the Pakistani ruler on these killings was
all the more intriguing. “I don’t see any possibility of
talks with Pakistan,” the PM said.

The PM said Gen Musharraf should openly con-
demn the killings in Pahalgam and other places. On the
one hand, Gen Musharraf wanted talks with him, while
on the other, his forces were encouraging mindiess
killings in J&K, Mr Vajpayee said, and-alleged that Gen
Musharraf’s silence was proof of Pakistan’s direct in-
volvement in the recent killings.

The delegation, which consisted of opposition leader
Sonia Gandhi and senior leaders Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav, Somnath Chatterjee, Yerran Naidu, Mamata
Banerjee, George Fernandes and Chaman Lal Gupta,
spent about 90 minutes in Pahalgam. Governor G.C.
Saxena, chief minister Farooq Abdullah and Congress
MP Ghulam Nabi Azad were also pti;g_nt.

The PM felt that the administration should have
been more alert about the safety of the Amarnath pil-
grims and added that the security lapses were being in-
vestigated at the executive level.

The PM termed as ridiculous the Pakistani media’s
accusation that the recent killings in J&K were the
handiwork of Indian agencies. He said there was no
need for any inquiry as it had been proved beyond
doubt that the Pakistan-sponsored Lashkar-e-Toiba
was behind these deep-rooted and well-executed mas-
sacres. The militant organisations which were hostile to
the Hizbul Mujahideen’s ceasefire were angry as they
felt that their game was over. “I don’t see any immedi-
ate provocation other than this,” Mr Vajpayee said.

P See Edit War by Other Means, Page 10
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE _ (1

SRINAGAR, Aug.‘ 4. -
Contrary to denials by Union
home ministry officials, the
Hizbul Mujahideen chief com-
mander (operations), Abdul
Majid Dar, was present during
yesterday’s negotiations with
Mr Kamal Pande, sources said.

Dar, who announced a cease-
fire on 24 July, was one of the
two who covered their faces
with handkerchiefs during
talks with the Union home sec-
retary, the sources said.

Dar (40) did not wear the
Pathan suit in which journal-
ists had seen him at the Ni-
shat Bagh hideout where he
announced the ceasefire. Yes-
terday he wore a shirt and tr-
ousers, and covered his face
with a striped handkerchief.
He also wore a Karakoli cap
and spectacles.

When Hizbul commanders
arrived for talks at Nehru
Guest House near Raj Bhavan,
Fazalul Haq Qureshi, Hizbul
negotiator, told journalists that
Dar was not part of the negoti-
ating team. Mobbed by jour-
nalists, the four commanders
said they had come to discuss

" the modalities for future rounds
of talks with the central team. *

The man with the Karakoli
cap shouted at photographers
and said: “Don’t take our pho-
tographs, our lives are in dan-
ger.” This man has been identi-
fied as Abdul Majid Dar.

Dar, whose pictures had been
published in newspapers and
magazines after he announced
the ceasefire, has stopped dye-
ing his beard which is now

grey.

Dar has been in the valley for
some time and had met almost

11 Hizbul field commanders
and Hurriyat leaders. He will
be the “main negotiator”
though Fazalul Haq Qureshi
has been named the Hizbul
re;:iresentative, the sources
said.
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Hizbul doves tell Pak-based
t to insist’on riders

groups

Anil Anand QO \/\Q \

Srinagar, August 6
CAUGHT 1IN a cleft stick over the
August 8 ultimatum given by
Hizbul Mujahideen's supreme
commander Syed Salahuddin for
involving Pakistan in Kashmir
talks, the outfit's local leaders have
sought the Pak-based Kashmiri
leaders' intervention for creating a
congenial atmosphere for the
Centre-Hizbul talks on ceasefire.
Mr Fazal Qureshi, chief of the
People's Political Front (PPF) who
was recently nominated by the
Hizbul Mujahi-deen (HM) to work
out modalities for the talks, had a
long telephonic conversation this
morning with the People's League
chairman Farooq Rehmani in
Pakistan. He reportedly conveyed
to Mr Rehmani the local senti-
ments attached to the peace
process and asked him to use his
influence to drum up support in
Pakistan for the peace initiative.
Meanwhile, the talks between
the HM commanders and the
Government's representatives are
likely to resume with the arrival

here tomorrow of
Secretary (Home) M. B. Kaushdl.
The talks were postponed yestex-
day as two of the six Hizbul com!
manders could not reach the desig
nated venue.

While categorically stating that
public opinion favoured peace

Hizbul Hardliners

THE HIZBUL Mujahideen on
Sunday asked India to get into
tripartite talks to resolve the
Kashmir issue, saying New
Delhi should not waste the
“golden opportunity” provided
by its declaration of unilateral
ceasefire. “If India does not
enter into tripartite talks and
the situation gets further wors-
ened, the entire responsibility
will rest with New Delhi,” chief
of the group Salahuddin said.
PTl, Islamabad

endeavour, Mr Qureshi is under-
stood to have told Mr Rehmani to
convey in clear terms to the Pak
based Hizbul leaders that attach-
ing any condition at this juncture

ecihl &) (read Pakistan's participation in
“talks), will derail the process.

Measscribing the efforts to set up a
ceasefire monitoring mechanism
as aumere 'ipitiation' towards the
mo?e\Crueidl political dialogue
which will follow subsequently, Mr
Qureshi even offered to step down
in favour of the All Party Hurriyat
Conference (APHC), if it helped
bringing peace to the Valley.

In response, Mr Rehmani is
reported to have indicated that a
decision regarding ejher the
extension of the August
or its withdrawal will be t
the Pakistan chapter of the .

In a more forthright assertion of
the local sentiments, PPF secretary
general G, M. Naiku, who also
spoke to Mr Rehmani alluded to
the APHC's "serious reservations”
about the ‘“hasty" ceasefire
announcement. He said the PPF
was willing to be "marginalised". "If
it helps the peace process, we will
not mind anybody, including the
Hurriyat, representing Kashmir's
political spectrum in the (ongoing)
negotiations,” he told Mr
Rehmani.
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Dar and other J&K leaders go Underground

Ilizbul calls off
v ceasefire

PTI & UNI \_
ISLAMABAD, Aug. 8. — The

- Hizbul Muyjahideen withdrew
its unilateral ceasefire this
evening, accusing New Delhi of
not responding positively to its
call for tripartite talks involv-
ing Pakistan.

“We withdraw the unilateral
ceasefire. We direct all the com-
manders and the Mujahideen in
the field to break the ceasefire
and go ahead with target-orient-
ed mission,” said Hizbul’s
supreme commander Syed Sal-
ahuddin at a Press conference
here after the expiry of the out-
fit'’s 5.30 p.m. deadline to India
to agree to a three-way dialogue.

“India has failed to respond
categorically to our offer of
peace and has dilly-dallied in
giving peace a chance, squan-
dering an opportunity,” he said.

The Hizbul chief, however,
said the outfit’s options were
open and it could review its
decision once India “breaks the

" barrier of rigidity .. if it does,
we can persuade other armed
resistance movements to join us
for a peaceful resolution”.

He warned that another war
in the region was possible
unless the issue was resolved.
“The next war over Kashmir
could be nuclear.”

“We put our credibility of 12
years at stake for our desire to
facilitate a peaceful resolution,”
said Salahuddin. “This has not
been reciprocated by India, who
have demonstrated their tradi-
tional intransigence.”

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee,
while agreeing to hold talks
with Hizbul leaders in the
state, had categorically ruled
out baving Pakistan at the
negotiating table.

Salahuddin alleged that Mr
Vajpayee had been issuing con-
tradictory statements. “In one
breath he talked about dialogue
on the basis of humanity and
also the need to keep the negoti-
ations within the framework of
the Indian Constitution.”

There was no immediate res-
ponse from the Hizbul com-
manders in Kashmir who had
initiated talks with the central

team to chalk out the modali-
ties of the three-month unilat-
eral ceasefire announced by
Abdul Majid Dar on 24 July.

Hizbul’s Kaghmir commanders
who represented it in the first
round of talks with the govern-
ment, including Dar, went
underground soon after Sala-
huddin’s announcement.

The Cabinet Committee on
Security reviewed the situation
in the wake of the ceasefire
withdrawal. The meeting,
chaired by Mr Vajpayee, was of
the view that the government
should be prepared to face any
eventuality in the post-cease-
fire scenario, sources said.

The Hurriyat executive com-
mittee will meet here tomorrow
to discuss the development. Its
spokesman refused comment.

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Mr Farooq Abdullah
regretted the Hizbul’s decision
despite India’s “flexible” stand.
He blamed vested interests
inclined towards Pakistan for
sabotaging the peace process.

The BJP said the Hizbul deci-
sion was “influenced by Pakis-
tan” and the move showed
Pakistan did not want peace.

A new element of uncertainty
gripped Kashmir as the news of
ceasefire withdrawal spread.
Even before Hizbul’s announce-
ment, the state witnessed six
major encounters. Eighteen peo-
ple, including 14 militants, and
three security personnel were
killed in the encounters. A top
security officer escaped a mili-
tant bid en his life in Bag .

The police and the CRPF scut-
tled a militant plan to strike at
Sonmarg, base camp for Amar-
nath pilgrims, by arresting
three  Lashkar-e-Tayiaba
ultras.

Welcoming the Hizbul deci-
sion, various Pakistan-based
groups said it would boost the
“freedom struggle” in Kashmir.
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen said it
was “a timely decision” while
Lashkar said “India’s hollow
slogan” now stood “exposed”.
Pakistan Muslim League(N)
also welcomed the move,

B More reports on page 8

India alk,gcs
Pak sabotage

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aug. 3. — Reg-
retting the withdirawal of the
ceasefire offer, India has
accused Pakistan of sabotaging
the peace process, but iterated
its appeal to miiitants to
return to the path of peace.

“Pakistan’s objéct has been to
derail the peace process by
seeking to involve itself as a
party in discussions.” the gov-
ernment said in & statement
hours after the flizbul ann-
ouncement.

Maintaining that it was “evi-
dent since 24 Juiy that the
ceasefire did not {1t in with
Pakistan’s design of abetting
terrorism,” the government
said Pakistan’s Inielligence
had put “intense pressure on
the Hizbul leadership in PoK
to sabotage the crasefire”

Pakistan had also put pres-
sure on other grouyy in the
state to intensify scoies. lea-
ding to the massacres on 1 and
2 August, the g0ov Nt said.

Maintaining t Ind.a
remained “commitied” to the
peace process, the Cenire said
dialogue with Pakistan war a
different matter. ‘India ‘s will-
ing to talk to Pakistan ¢n-all
matters of bilateral concern
when it puts an end tu cross-
border terrorism”.

Defence sources sa:d there
was unlikely to be any immedi-
ate impact on the ground situ-
ation, which had no' really
changed in the last fortnight or
80. The armed forces are. how-
ever, awaiting signals from the
local Hizbal commanders: who
might not be too keen o follow
the leadership in Pakistan.
Pak reaction: Pakistan held
India responsible for the devel-
opment. A government spokes-
man said the insistence on talks
within the constitutional frame-
work and withoui Pakistan
“exposed India’s insincerity”,
adds Reuters from Isiumatad.
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Srinagar, August 9
THE ALL Parties Hurrivat Conference
of

(APHC) today exhibited itself as a neutral

party in the collapsed talks between
Centre and Hizb-ul-Mujahideen by refusing to
comment on the development even after having
deliberating on the issue for almost three hours
this afternoon. ,

The Hizb-ul-Mujahiadeen, at one point of
time, was understood to be working under the
direct influence of Jamait-i-Islami, one of the
constituents of this secessionist combination.
But today, APHC leadership sought to show as
if the development was distant to it.

Sources said that the Hurriyat leadership
found it difficult to lay blame on the
Government for then it would have supported
the Hizb version. Any such observations would
have amounted to accepting the ceasefire call by
the Hizb and its talks offer and at same time,
shutting it off as well. That is one of the reasons

why the Hurriyat chose silence over comment-
ing on the talks.

Hurriyat has been maintaining that it had
nothing to do with Hizb on its ceasefire and
talks offer and had charged the militant outfit
with having taken the decision in haste. Any pro

The Hurriyat leadership found it

difficult to lay blame on the Govt
for then it would have supported

the Hizb version and any pro or

anti comment would have gone
against its stand vis a vis the Hizb

or anti comment today would have gone against
its stand.

It was only Syed Ali Shah Geelani who com-
mented on the situation on his arrival at the
APHC headquarters at Raj Bagh. He blamed

THE HINDUSTAN THES
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the Government for being immune tq reality
and having allowed the peace talks to dgrail. "It
is Government of India that has lost its{chance
to talk by refusing to accept Pakistan ash party
to the Kashmir dispute.”

"India has shied away from talks. It should be
clear to India that without talking to Pakistan
and people to Kashmir, no lasting solution can
emerge," Mr Geelani said ahead of the meeting.
But at the end of it, he too maintained a rigid
silence like his other colleagues.

Abdul Ghani Lone, the first to emerge out of
the meeting into the glare of the TV camcras,
said, "No comments", much to the shock of wait-
ing reporters who had been waiting for an offi-
cial reaction from the APHC since yesterday.

The words "No comments” were echoed by all
the Hurriyat leaders, including JKLF chairman
Yasin Malik, Syed Ali Shah Geelani and APHC
chairman Abdul Ghani Bhat. It seemed as if all
of them had unanimously decided not to reveal
anything of their three-hour deliberations to the
outside world.
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and AGENCIES A ,‘ ]
SRINAGAR, Aug. 10. — Within
48 hours of the truce Hreak-
down with the Hizbul Miujahi-
deen, militants struck in the

heart of Srinagar this after-
noon, killing 12 people with one
of the strongest blasts ever in
the valley. Both Lashkar-e-
Taiyaba and Hizbul have
claimed responsibility.
Militants first lobbed a
grenade in the busy Residency
Road at 12.30 p.m. outside
State Bank of India. The area
is frequented by security per-
sonnel for banking transac-
tions. As journalists, mainly
photographers, security and

' police personnel gathered at

the spot, a car bomb was trig-
gered within 15 minutes of the
grenade blast,

Ten people were killed on the
spot, of which seven were
policemen, one was Hindustan
Times photographer Pradeep
Bhatia, and two bystanders.
Around 25 people were injured.
The journalists who were
injured were Amin War (Daily
Excelsior — The Tribune),
Fayaz Kabli (Reuters), Irfan
Ayub (Zee TV), Habibullah
Nagash (The Asian Age) and
I Tariq (Srinagar Times).

Bhatia’s body will'be taken to
Delhi tomorrow around 3.00
p.m. and kept at the Press Club
of India.

Sources said the bomb was
planted in an Ambassador of
Jammu and Kashmir Bank,
which was carkjacked this
morning along with its driver.
Militants released the driver in
the evening after the blast.

Srinagar wore the look of a

;. ghost town after the blast as

i shops downed shutters and

vehicles remained off the roads.

"Hizbul has threatened to
intensify its operations by tar-
geting military installations all
over India. Its supreme.com-
mander Syed Salahuddin said
this in an interview published
today. However, civilians would
not be targeted, he added.

Higbul *1r
breaks W

An injured policeman cries for help while his colleague runs for cover seconds after the blast in Srinagar on Thursday. — AP/PTI

Forces in Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh and Chand-
igarh have been beefed up. .

The incident is being viewed
as a clear signal from militants
that Amarnath was not an iso-
lated incident, fuelling fears of
further strikes. It also dashes
the Centre’s hope of a divide
between the Hizbul's Kashmir
and Islamabad leaderships.
Home ministry officials were
hoping that Hizbul comman-
ders in Kashmir were under

_intense pressure from the local

populace to give up violence
and pursue peace, a hope
belied by the Hizbul’s claim
today, adds SNS from Delhi.
Union home ministry officials
said they were still awaiting a
detailed report and that it

would be premature to.con-

clude that Hizbul had returned

to the-path of violence. They-

felt it was more likely to be the

handiwork of the Lashkar. -
After the dramatic ceasefire

announcement. by the Hizbul,
intercepts of radio messages

from across the border had-
indicated that foreign merce-’

. ism”.

naries were being directed to - ._

step up the strikes.

The Army also appears to be
in two minds on the brain
behind today’s blast. One sec-
tion believes the Lashkar or
another foreign outfit master-
minded it. “This is Lashkar’s
handiwork. They are trying to
blame the Hizbul. I don’t think
Hizbul would kill its own peo-
ple,” a senior officer said. He felt
Hizbul would have mined a
road for Army vehicles, attacked
a convoy or a military post.

By tarnishing Hizbul, Lash-
kar may be trying te scotch any
further chance of Hizbul-
Centre talks. But again, as the
Hizbul statement claiming
responsibility came from
Islamabad, some Army officers

-feel the hawks within Hizbul
*1pay be trying to do same thing

even if it was not actually

Z,responmble

"Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee said

“the blast was “executed at the
behest of Pakistan”. Mourning
“the deaths, he promised to con-
-tinue the ‘battle against terror-

»
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Chief Minister Mr Farooq
Abdullah, also blaming Pakis-
tan, described the attack as
barbarie. “Killing people and
engineering blasts will not take
militants anywhere. They
might be obliging their mentors
across the border, but their
acts are against the tenets of
Islam and humanity.”

Condemning the blast, the
Congress asked the govern-
ment to take adequate precau-
tionary steps. The BJP said
Pakistan was trying to derail
the peace process with such
heinous acts. ¢ A

Pakistan also condemned
the explosion and demanded
an “impartial” investigation
to uncover those responsible.

Britain condemned the inci-
dent and expressed disappoint-
ment over Hizbul’s ceasefire
withdrawal. British Foreign
Office Minister Mr Keith
Vaz said: “I am horrified,”
adding that Britain fully sup-
ported India’s increased peace
efforts. .

The USA condemned the blast
and cautioned Hizbul that such

acts would do nothing to adv-
ance a settlement of the Kash-
Inir issue.

Pak shelling: At least seven
houses were razed and five par-
tially damaged in artillery and
mortar shelling by Pakistani
troops in Karnah early this .
morning. No one was hurt as
the villagers had fled to safer
places.

Security forces killed a Hizbul )

militant and arrested another -
with explosives last evening.
This is the first time a Hizbul
man has been killed following
the'talks collapse.
Hurriyat in Geneva: Moulvi
Omer Farooq and Mr Altaf
Hussain are among the several
Hurriyat leaders who reached
Geneva today to participate in
the first International Confe-
rence on Self-determination. It
is being organised by the
International Human Rights
Association of American Mino-
rities. Mr Yasin Malik will
inaugurate the conference.

N Another photograph,
more reports on page 8
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THE SLIDE BACK INTO TERRORISM O\

THE CAR BOMB blast in Srinagar on Thutsday,
wherein over 10 persons including a photo jour-
nalist were killed and twice that number injured,
proclaims loud and clear that it is back to square
one on the insurgency front in Jammu and Kash-
mir, what with the Hizbul Mujahideen also back
in subversive business after a two-week ceasefire
and a brief, even if palpably tentative, engage-
ment with the Government of India in a ‘peace’
process. The savage attack mounted by the Pa-
kistan-backed militant elements has, not sur-
prisingly, invited vehement condemnation from
all sections of public opinion who have high
stakes in seeing the end of turbulence in the
Valley and the resolution, ultimately, of the
vexed Kashmir problem in the overall geopolit-
ical context. Interestingly, both the Hizb and the
Lashkar-e-Taiba (which is suspected to have had
a hand in the anti-peace initiative massacres
earlier this month) have claimed “responsibil-
ity” for the horrendous episode; it is likely that
the HM is overly anxious to re-establish its ‘cre-
dentials’ as a group of the Jamaati persuasion
and demonstrate its ‘striking’ power.

Whichever outfit was culpable, going by the
timing of the explosion, it looked as if the crafti-
ly-designed attack employing a combination of
hand grenade and timer-linked IED was the mil-
itants’ answer to the Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani’s authoritative statement in Parliament
only the previous day on the ‘post-ceasefire rev-
ocation’ context. He had asserted that the secu-
rity forces were ready to “‘face the challenge and
threat of renewed militancy’’ and went on to
claim that “it is the militants who should worry”".
And elsewhere, the Defence Minister, Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes, had held out the assurance that
the Army’s “preparedness remained un-
changed”, implying there was no lowering of
guard on its part. A disturbing aspect of the offi-
cial responses at the Central level to such terror-
ist killings in Jammu and Kashmir — or for that
matter, militant attacks elsewhere in the country
— is that they have almost invariably been re-

stricted, by and large, to deploring the incidépts
and seeing the hand of Pakistan or its ISI\n
them. True to pattern, the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, has declared emphatically
that the car bomb blast was executed ‘“‘at the
behest of Pakistan” and termed it “yet another
example of Islamabad’s sustained campdign of
cross-border terrorism”’. }\ﬂ) /\

The Government’s anxiety to expose Pakis-
tan’s role in ‘exporting’ terrorism in the name of
‘jehad’ and build up international pressure
against that country does make a lot of political
and diplomatic sense. Given the volume of hard
evidence that is already available on this count,
one wonders whether the political establishment
in New Delhi should need to be pressing that
point at every conceivable opportunity as it
seems to be doing and, in the process, let that
objective become an obsession of sorts. The
rhetoric of the kind being dished out by the pow-
ers that be will not amount to much in fighting
the militants on the ground. From this stand-
point, it is imperative to evolve an effective
counter strategy, which envisages a judicious de-
ployment of the Army and other security forces,
strengthening of the intelligence system and bet-
ter coordination among the various agencies in-
volved in the anti-insurgency operations, not to
speak of keeping proper vigil on the borders. Of
relevance here are the gaping holes the Kargil
conflict had exposed in the country’s intelli-
gence, reconnaissance and surveillance net-
works. With Independence Day — an occasion
the subversive forces look forward to for mount-
ing a major strike — just a few days away, the
civil administration and the defence authorities
need to get their act together if the nation is not
to witness the likes of the Pahalgam and Srinagar
episodes or worse yet again. The multi-pronged
endeavour to frustrate the militants’ attempts to
kill or otherwise strike terror should continue
alongside the moves for finding a political solu-
tion through a constructive dialogue with vari-
ous groups and interests concerned.
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Hizbul apologises
-~ for lensman’s
s‘death in blast

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
and AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, Aug. 11. — The
Hizbul Mujahideen today
regretted that a photojournalist
was killed in its car bomb att-
ack yesterday. “Our target was
Indian security forces, not jour-
nalists,” Hizbul spokésman Sal-
eem Hashmi said in Islamabad,
offering the outfit’s condolences.

Hizbul’s supreme commander
Syed Salahuddin said India’s
refusal to tripartite talks on
Kashmir would prove fatal.
“Over the next few days,
Hizbul will undertake bom-
bardrhent to, the extent never
witnessed in the last 10 years
of the liberation struggle,” he
said in an interview yesterday.

A special JAF plane took the -

nine injured in the blast to
Delhi today. The condition of
Irfan Ahmed of Zee TV was
said to be “very critical”, with
60 to 90 per cent burns.

In a new twist, the Lashkar-e-
Taiyaba has denied involve-
ment in the explosion. Its chief
spokesman contacted a local
English daily last evening and
said the reports of its involve-
ment were incorrect.

“We do not believe in striking
at public places that could
endanger the lives of civilians.
We have never done it and we
will never do it,” he said. He
also iterated that the outfit was
not involved in the Pahalgam
massacres. Lashkar was at war
with the Indian forces, not with
innocent civilians, he added.

The US state department’s
coordinator of counter-terror-
ism, Mr Michael Sheehan, how-
ever, said Washington was
reviewing whether Lashkar
could be designated a foreign
terrorist organisation,

Sixteen people, including five
niilitants and three BSF jaw-
ans, were killed and four inju-
red today in the continued spell
of escalated violence in Jammu
and;Kashmir as the valley
observed a bandh in protest
against yesterday’s blast.

SONIA BACKS GOVT

HYDERABAD, Aug. 11. —.
Mrs Sonia Gandhi has
assured complete support to
the government in its han-
dling of the Kashmir situa-
tion. “We support the govern-
ment in whichever initiative
they take to restore peace in
the valley,” she said today.
On whether the Centre was
hiding details, she said: “I
don’t think I can say that.”
She said it was not always
possible for the government to
share all information with the
Opposition because of the cir-
' cumstances. “I am sure it will
| do so at an appropriate time.”
She refused comment on
the government’s stand that
talks were not possible un-
less Pakistan ended cross-

border terrorismn; — SNS

Three BSF personnel were
killed and two wounded when
militants ambushed a security
patrol at Kanitar Nallah in
Poonch late last night. BSF
troops fired back, but the mili-
tants managed to escape.

In another incident, Tanvir
Ahmad, a Class X student, died
and another student, Nazia
Akhtar, received bullet injuries
when their bus was caught in
cross-fire between militants
and security forces in Saner-
wani. The students, of Marig-
am High School, were return-
ing from an excursion trip.

Today's bandh was almost
total in Srinagar, but had little
impact in Baramulla, Kupwara,
Budgam, Anantnag and Pulwa-
ma. It was called by an alliance
of anti-insurgent groups, Rash-
triya Suraksha Sangathan.

s Kashmir returned to its
bloody self, three militants and
a village defence committee
member were killed in a fierce
encounter at Chawara-Ram-
kote village in Kathua,
Jammu, last evening, a securi-
ty spokesman said.

A counter-insurgent was

killed when militants opened
indiscriminate fire after storm-
ing into his house at Nadihal
village in Baramulla last night.

The spokesman said security
forces shot dead two militants,
one each at Rangwar-Chowki-
bal in Kupwara and Bran
Khudu in Baramulla last
night. Rifles, wireless sets,
grenades and some ammuni-
tion were recovered from them.

Militants also shot dead two
persons at Shahdara Sharief
Nallah and Behrote-Thana-
mandi in Rajouri last night.

Two persons sustained splin-
ter injuries when militants
made ap abortive attempt to
target a security picket at
Amirakadal in the heart of
Srinagar yesterday. Militants
had hurled three grenades in
quick succession at a picket in
central Srinagar. ‘
Diplomatic war: India and
Pakistan clashed over the situ-
ation in Kashmir in Geneva
today, with New Delhi declar-
ing that the root cause of the
problem was cross-border ter-
rorism backed by Islamabad.

The heated exchanges took
place after a Pakistan diplomat,
Mr Farooq Igbal Khan, criticised
a report for ignoring alleged
atrocities in Kashmir at the
ongoing 52nd session of the sub-
commission of the UN Human
Rights Commission. The report
was prepared by an independent
study to look into wagtime rape
and sexual abuses. '

Mr R Prasad of India ques-
tioned the moral authority of a
military dictatorship to speak
on such matters. Several NGOs
also condemned Pakistan for

“supporting violence in Kash- -

mir in the name of religion”.
Farooq slams RSS: Chief
Minister Mr Farooq Abdullah
today warned the RSS for sug-
gesting the state’s “trifurca-
tion", saying it would lead to
balkanisation. “If RSS talks
about trifurcation, they must be
ready for separate Khalistan.”

® More reports on page 8
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Clues point
to Lashkar
hand in

STATESM EWS SERVICE
Yo\ & ;bflﬂ

SRINAGAR] Aug. 12. — Some
vital clues fdund by J&K police
suggest thatl Lashkar-e-Taiya-
ba, not Hizbul Mujahideen,
may have triggered Thursday’s
blast that killed 12 people,
mostly policemen on the busy

" Residency Road at Kothi Bagh.

Senior officials 'told The
Statesman that a Hizbul mili-
tant was arrested from Raj
Bagh in the heart of the city.
He had parted ways with
Hizbul because he didn’t sup-
port Abdul Majid Dar’s cease-
fire call.He assisted Lashkar
militants in carrying out “a

" meticulously planned mission.

Police claim to have specific
information on four militants
on motorcycles, too, who
stopped the Jammu &
Kashmir Bank Ambassador
car at Maisumé Bazar around

i 11.30 a.m. on Phursday, blind-

folded the driver and took him
to an unknown place.

The J&K director-general of
police, Mr Gurbachan Jagat,
told The Statesman that they
were certain the Kothi Bagh
blast was not triggered by
Hizbul militants. “We have
specific information and we’re
working on it. I hope we'll be
able to show you results within
two days.”

Mr Jagat said Hizbul’s com-
manders and activists hadn’t
reacted violently to the cease-
fire call. Also, “Hizbul so far
hasn’t gone for any big action,”
and that has disappointed the
ISI to a great extent. .

That’s why at first, Lashkar
too claimed responsibility for
the blast, but later it wds said
the Hizbul was behind it, Mr
Jagat said. The Lashkar back-
tracked from its claim because
it was instructed by the ISI to
do so, thereby making Hizbul
seem responsible.

“The Lashkar did so to create
the impression that Hizbul had
become active after the unilat-
eral ceasefire was withdrawn,”
Mr Jagat said. Hizbul com-
manders in Kashmir valley
still appear inclined towards
peace, he said.




CEASEFIRE AGAIN IF INDIA RELENTS: SALAHUDDIN

5 BSF men killed in bla

By Shujaat Bukhari (\ Q)N

SRINAGAR, AUG. 13. Ahead of the Independence
Day, militants struck in a major way today by
triggering two blasts in Udhampur district on
the Srinagar-Jammu National Highway killing
five Border Security Force (BSF) personnel
and injuring 51 others. One CRPF jawan was
killed when militants attacked a patrol

Baramulla. . &

J

The Inspector General of Police,
Zone, Mr. Radhavinod Raju, told The Hikdu

convoy of security forces passed through th
area, they detonated it. The convoy was on its
.+ way to Srinagar.

The Hizb-ul-Mujahideen (HM) was behind
the blasts, according to Mr. Raju. (An AFP re-
port from Islamabad quoted the HM spokes-
person, Mr. Salim Hashmi, as saying that Hizb
militants planted a mine to effect the blast.
“Until India accepts our demand (for tripar-
tite talks) we will intensify our attacks on Indi-
an security forces and military installations,”
he said.)

The explosion, which occurred at about 8.30
a.m., threw one of the 15 vehicles in the con-
voy several metres away. Three BSF personnel
were killed on the spot and 38 injured. En-
forcements were rushed to the spot immedi-
ately for removmg the injured to hospital and
opg more jawan succumbed on the way. The
condwon of at least seven personnel is crit-
ical. Many of the injured have been shifted to
Udhampur Army Hospital. The IGP said 19
soldiers were later discharged.

The second blast
Even as additional forces were rushed to the

The BSF vehicle which was the target of a landmine biast by militants
in Kud, 100 km east of Jammu, on Sunday. — Reuters

area, the militants effected another blast at
around 2.20 p.m. in Chenani, half a kilometer
away from the first blast site. One BSF jawan
was killed and 13 others injured, many of
them critically. This time the convoy on its
way to Doda.

In Baramulla, militants fired at a CRPF pa-
trol last night. One jawan died on the spot and
another was injured. At least six youth were

THE HINDU
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picked during a crackdown which followed
the attack.

|

Security tightened ]

Security arrangements on the eve on the |
Independence Day have been further tight- '
ened in the Valley, particularly in Srinagar.
Heavy deployment of police and paramilitary
forces was witnessed around the Bakhshi Sta-
dium, venue of the main function where the
Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, would be
taking salute. All roads leading to the stadium
have been sealed.

PTI reports:

Salahuddin’s offer

In Islamabad, the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen
chief, Syed Salahuddin, said the outfit could
again declare a ceasefire if India accepted the !
participation of Pakistan in tripartite talks.

Mr. Salahuddin said, ‘“There is a possibility
of ceasefire again if India accepts our logic
that talks should be tripartite. Our doors are
open.... India should demonstrate flexibility in |
responding to the basic reality that discus-
sions will only be for the ultimate resolution of
the Kashrait prgl:}eg&j;sbg, told PTI in an in-
terview Here. . .

Mon teports on Page 13 f
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Possibility of Kashmlr d1alogue bleak

"' STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, Aug. 16. — The
. possibility of talks between

New Delhi and Hizbul leaders
- seems bleak though the outfit's
emissary, Fazal Qureshi, has
hinted at resumption of the
stalled dialogue.

Hizbul leaders in Kashmir
have gone underground and
snapped links with the govern-
ment.

(Eighteen people were injured
in a powerful grenade explo-
sion in Anantnag district today
ag elsewhere in Jammu and
Kashmir five militants, includ-
ing two top Hizbul Mujahideen
members, apd a village head
were among eight killed since
last evening, adds PT1.)

Mr Javed Shah, National

Conference legislator and a for-
mer militant leader, said today
that lack of coordination among
government agencies and their
misconception that “they have
won the game” led to the fail-

| HIZBUL LEADERS GO INTO HIDING

included later in the team, has
very little understanding of the
Kashmiris, Mr Shah said.
Instead of Mr Phunsong, a
Ladakhi, a person with an
understanding of the dispute

ure of the djalogue. and the Kashmiri psyche
Mr Shah, who should have
played a signifi- | @ Another report on page 8| peen roped in,

cant role in br-
inging about normalcy in
Kashmir valley in 1995 after
his surrender, said the Centre
could not handle the situation
after the Hizbul announced
ceasefire since nobody in the
government team could feel the
pulse of the Kashmiris,

Even the state home secre-
tary, Mr C Phunsong, who was

he said.

Mr Shah, who had predicted
that the dialogue would fizzle
out, said though there were dif-
ferences between Hizbul
supreme commander Syed
Salahuddin and chief opera-
tions commander Abdul Majid
Dar, the latter won’t make it
public. That's why Dar has not
made any statement after the

lebul 1eadersh1p in Isl mabad
announced withdrawal of the
ceasefire.

“If Dar splits the Hi bul at
this crucial juncture,

maximum possibility
would be dubbed an ikhwani

‘(surrendered militant). And he

certainly would not like that,”
Mr Shah said.

The government has madéd a
mistake by inviting the med
to the Nehru Guest House
where home ministry officials
and the Hizbul leaders, includ-
ing Dar, interacted for the first
time, the NC legislator said.

Though Dar has the support
of the Tehreek-e-Jehadi Islami
(the outfit he floated and later
merged with the Hizbul

& See DIALOGUE: page 8
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Hitants gun
down six 1\
in Rajour1 ¢

HT Correspondent :
Sringgar, August 18 G Mf(

MILITANTS KILLED six persons
of a community in the Kotdhara
village of Rajouri district last night.
An indefinite curfew has been
imposed in the area.

The incident took place at
around 8 pm when heavily armed
militants descended upon the vil-
lage and started firing. The mili-
tants’ main targets were members
of the village defence committee
(VDC). While five men and one
woman died on the spot, six others
were injured in the incident.

While a massive manhunt to nab
the militants has been launched,
the Army has been called in to
stage a flag march in Rajouri town
to stem any backlash to the killing.

VDC members have been the
prime targets of militants in the
hilly areas of Doda, Rajouri and
Poonch since the force was first
raised in 1994 as a local resistance
to the militants.

Meanwhile, in Jammu, two secu-
rity personnel and a special police
officer (SPO) were killed and two
others injured in militancy-related
incidents in Jammu division, while
two Hizbul Mujahideen militants
surrendered, reports PT1.

Sources said the two Rashtriya
Rifles personnel were killed and
two others injured in a landmine
explosion in Buzla area of
Banihal tehsil in Doda district on
August 16.
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Hurriyat offers tl%
L

co-ordinate

Hish chief Salahuddin disowns b

HTC and Agencles (“
Sringlglar. August 18 '

HE HURRIYAT Conference

today offered to constitute

two groups of Hurriyat lead-
ers for holding talks separately with
the Indian and Pakistani Govern-
ments to hammer out a sofution to
the Kashmir problem.

"The seven-member executive
committee of the Hurriyat proposes
to break into two groups. The big-
ger group of four will talk to leaders
in New Dethi and the smaller one
to the leaders in Islamabad. I trust
this can take shape,” Hurriyat chief
Prof Abdul Ghani Bhat said here.

"This will meet the stand taken by
India, which is opposing tripartite
talks. At the same time, it would
also satisfy Pakistan which wants to
be a party to any final decision on
Kashmir," he said.

Prof Bhat, who recently succeed-
ed Syed Ali Shah Geelani as the
chairman of All Party Hurriyat
Conference (APHC), said the mee-
ting of Hurriyat leaders with the
Indian and Pakistani Governments
will ultimately result in bridging the
gap between the two countries.

He said India, Pakistan and the
people of Kashmir should sit
together and engage in positive

political thinking, activity and plan-
ning. "To presetve nuclear peace,
you cannot talk in a vacuum, much
jess abolish it in war,"” the Hurriyat
chief said.

When asked about the response
to the offer, he said the proposal
was made informally and so far the
Centre has not responded to it. Prof
Bhat said the Hurriyat had occa-
sional informal interaction with
"individuals from Delhi".

"Back channel or Track II talks
are on. A quiet political exercise is
being undertaken...What is needed
is a sincere effort to improve rela-
tions between India and Pakistan.
Build bridges of understanding and
goodwill for the resolution of dis-
putes," Prof Bhat said.

On the ceasefire in Kashmir, the
Hurriyat chief said: "I had said
India, Pakistan and representatives
of Kashmiris (Hurriyat) in a joint
statement should just say one thing
- cease-fire. Then the ceasefire will
hold. But when a group is involved,
it may not work."

The APHC has convened an
emergency meeting to deliberate
on its chairman’s proposal. "I would
like my colleagues to discuss it
threadbare. 1 hope they will
approve of the same," Prof. Bhat
told The Hindustan Times.

tal

ssary Qureshi

Meanwhile, the Hizbul Mujahi-

een today disowned the Kashmiri
emissary, Fazal-ul-Haq Qureshi
who claimed the group would
resume its collapsed dialogue with
India.

Hizbul's supreme commandet
Syed Salahuddin said in a statement
in Islamabad that the group had
only two spokesmen, Saleem
Hashmi and commander Masoss.
"Nobody else has either the right or
authority to speak on behalf of the
Hizbul Mujahideen,” he said.

Qureshi was a go-between after
the Hizbul declared a unilateral
ceasefire on July 24 and arranged
the talks the group offered to India.

Qureshi claimed in an interview
published in Kashmir Monitor of
Srinagar on Wednesday that the
Hizbul would soon resume the dia-
logue with India. Other secessionist
groups operating in Kashmir would
also join the dialogue once the
negotiations reached a "certain
point”, he said.

Qureshi said without Pakistan the
process of resolving the Kashmir
"dispute” could not be carried for-
ward. He, however, said "it is not
practical for Pakistan to be involved
in the process initially. There are
some difficulties in it. Pakistan
should realise that", Qureshi said.




~Hizb headed for a split?

ﬂ\ &b By B. Muralidhar Reddy J‘Lw

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 20. Does the decision of the Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen to declare a ceasefire and revoke it later
indicate a split in the militant organisation?

Yes, if an analysis in the weekly, Friday Times, is to
be believed. The article by the Consulting Editor of
the paper, Mr. Khaled Ahmed, has argued that there
was nothing surprising about divisions in the mil-
itant outfits waging ‘jehad’ (holy war)

“Now that the Hizb has decided to go its own way
under Commander Majeed Dar, further splits are

. being feared on both sides. It is said that Dar was

able to announce the ceasefire after ‘breaking’ a
number of commanders belonging to the clique of
Syed Salahuddin, which forced the later to accept
the ceasefire on the pain of being without any fol-
lowing.”

“But the Kashmiri side of the Hizb too is under
pressure. One split that has happened among the
Kashmiris is the revolt of Commander Masood of the
Pir Panjal regiment. He has declared that he will not
abide by the ceasefire and will continue to fight,”
Mr. Ahmed said in his piece.

He said the rapid pace of developments, begin-
ning with the announcement of the unilateral cease-
fire to its revocation had led to speculation in
Pakistan that the split in ‘jehad’ had been engi-
neered by the ISI because the Musharraf Govern-
ment ‘“‘wished to bring India under international
pressure before the Musharraf-Vajpayee meeting in
New York” in September.

In another development reports from Karachi
said that the authorities had stopped Maulana Ma-
sood Azar, who was freed from an Indian jail in
December last in exchange for the passengers of the
hijacked IA plane, from speaking at an anti- India
rally and banned him from the Sindh province for
three months.

Maulana Azar had broken up with the Harkat-ul-
Ansar after his release and had floated a new outfit
—- Jaish-e-Mohammad. The reports said he was
stopped on Saturday when he was. on his way to
Sukkur to hold a ‘jehad’ rally.

PTI reports from Srinagar:

The Hizb today threatened to use force to scuttle
any move aimed at dividing Kashmir valley on com-
munal lines.

“We are eager to see those who have migrated
from Kashmir to return to the Valley as they are
permanent residents of the State. We will not allow
division of Kashmir on communal lines,” its spokes-
man, Commander Masood, said in a statement.

Reacting to the Jammu and Kashmir Govern-
ment’s plan, which envisages setting up transit set-
tlements and camps at three different places in the
Valley to rehabilitate Kashmiri migrants, he said,
“We reject the plan and will use force, if necessary,
to thwart such a plan which is aimed at dividing
Kashmir on communal lines.” The plan was ap-
proved by the State Cabinet on Friday.
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Aug. 22: In what may be fur-
ther evidence of a faction of
the Hizbul Mujahideen lean-
ing towards New Delhi at the
risk of a split, the command-
er-in-chief of Hizb forces in
the Kashmir Valley, Abdul
Majid Dar, today said “inter-
national efforts” were under-
way to break the deadlock in
the talks.

He also expressed the hope
that a ceasefire will become ef-
fective within the next “couple of
months”.

Dar’s announcement came on
a day when the Hizb in Pakistan
claimed responsibility for the
Kupwara landmine blast, which
Killed a brigadier and a colonel.

Indeed, just as Dar was mak-
ing conciliatory noises from Sri-
nagar, Islamabad-based Hizb chief
Syed Salahuddin appeared to be
apologising for the ceasefire ini-
tiative. “We should have taken all
groups into confidence before an-
nouncing the ceasefire,” he was
quoted as saying at a function in
Islamabad today. “But we could
not do so because of circum-
stances that I cannot talk about at
the moment.”

Dar’s statement today was his

first public remark since
ceasefire was called off on Augu
8 by Salahuddin. He was talking t
a littleknown Srinagar-base
news agency, the Central News
Service, believed to be close to
Hizb commanders in the Valley.

Dar iterated that no dialogue
could succeed without the in-
volvement of Pakistan but did not
make an issue of talks being held
within the Indian Constitution, a
big bone of contention between
Delhi and the Pakistan-based
Hizb leaders. Dar, in fact, said
even a solution “favouring Ingdia”
would be acceptable to him if itca-
me as a result of tripartite talks.

But the most significant thing
about Dar’s remarks is his praise
for Indian intelligence agencies,
who, he said, had been making ef-
forts to settle the Kashmir issue.
Security and intelligence agen-
cies have been hate objects for
Kashmiri militant outfits and
Dar’s open praise for them is per-
haps an indication that he is cosy-
ing up to Delhi. There is a wide-
spread view that Dar has made a
deal with Delhi and has constant-
ly been in touch with intelligence
agencies on ceasefire talks.

Dar’s tone and tenor are re-

- markably similar to that of Fazal

Hag Qureshi, the man who led

hope again

r ,u\l\ﬂv

Hizb commanders to the first and
only round of talks with the Cen-
tre on August 3. Qureshi, too, has
been claiming that dialogue with
Delhi will soon be resumed.

Earlier this week, the Hizb
headquarters in Pakistan dis-
owned Qureshi and said he had no
right to speak on its behalf. Dar,
on the other hand, is believed to
have had several meetings with
Qureshi in the past few weeks.

Both government and Kash-
miri militant sources have hinted
in the past few weeks that Dar is
ready to lead a team of local Hizb
commanders to the negotiating
table even at the cost of breaking
away from the Pakistan-based
umbrella militant organisation,
the United Jehad Council.

Dar did not blame the Indian
government or its agencies for the
talks failure, something that his
Pakistani bosses have been open-
ly doing. Asked who was responsi-
ble for the breakdown, he blamed
“some vested interests”.

Salahuddin has repeatedly
pointed a finger at the “intransi-
gence” of the Government of
India on the issue of Pakistan’s
inclusion and its insistence on a
solution within the framework of
the Constitution.

R More reports on Page.§
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denies Dar
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MUZAFFARABAD (PoKVYNEW
DELHI, Aug. 23. — A day after
Abdul Majid Dar declared that
a new ceasefire would be in
place in the next two months,
Hizbul supreme leader, Syed
Salahuddin, said the outfit’s
Jammu and Kashmir-based
leader had been “misquoted”.

In New Delhi, Hurriyat chair-
man Abdul Gani Bhat said a
ceagefire with an individual
outfit could only provide a “tem-
porary solution” — the Kashmir
issue could be resolved only
through tripartite talks bet-
ween India, Pakistan and repre-
sentatives from the Valley.

What Dar meant was that the
“situation will be clear within
two months,” Salahuddin said
in Muzaffarabad, Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir. “The cease-
fire will be resumed only after
India accepts our basic
demands, whether in two days,
two months or in ten years.”

If India agreed, Hizbul
Mujahideen would take a step
“bigger than the ceasefire”,
Salahuddin said. And “Pakis-
tan will back us in that step.”

In an interview to a Srinagar-

| based news agency yesterday,
| Dar had said that international
| efforts were on to break the
| deadlock, and that a new

ceasefire in the state would

| come into force within two
| months. On 8 August, Salah-

siuiemeni
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1tants including a Pakistani
national and a member of the
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba, were arres-
ted today for the 10 August car
bomb blast that killed 15,
including Pradeep Bhatia, The
Hindustan Times photograph-
er, in Srinagar.

From Rajouri in the Jammu
region, security forces recov-
ered a huge cache of arms and
ammunition last evening, an
official spokesman said in
Srinagar today.

Ghauri 1 tested: Stratfor, a
prestigious US Intelligence con-
sultancy firm, was today quot-
ed by a Pakistani daily as hav-
ing said Islamabad might have
tested its Ghauri III missile on
India’s Independence Day.
Seven objects streaking
through the Baluchistan sky on
15 August ware perhaps Ghauri
III missiles, tested deliberately
on India’s Independence Day,
The News quoted Stratfor as
saying. The report said Pakis-
tan’s air force has a major base
west of Quetta, which it uses as
a missile test range. -

A report from Islamabad today

quoted Gen. Pervez Musharraf

"as saying any attempt to vio-

late Pakistani territory would
be repulsed “with full force”.

~ Pakistan, he told troops at a

training area outside Lahore,

was “fully capable of thwa:tm,g
any aggressive design of the
adversary”.

mhﬁduﬂedoﬂ'them ldetonnLlial'thome,
| wlSixmﬂ-,‘ -Am&erpz?:amms I
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SRINAGAR, Aug. 24. — Inter-
group and intra-group rivalry
among militant outfits operat-
ing in J&K is not a new trend.
But, security agencies are kee-
ping a close watch on the Lash-
kar-e-Taiyaba and Hizbul Muj-
ahideen clashes in the post-
ceasefire period.

After the Hizbul chief Syed
Salahuddin called off the uni-
lateral ceasefire on 8 August,
many developments involving
the two important militant out-
fits have taken place. The
Lashkar comprises mainly
youths, and the Hizbul has for-
eign militants.

Immediately after the cease-

Vigil on

\/V

ngm-L%sh\fa/r clashes

fire was withdrawn, the Lash-
kar triggered a car blast on
Residency Road, killing 14 peo-
ple, including photojournalist
Pradeep Bhatia. On 17 August
a Lashkar militant was gunned
down at Mehrot in Poonch by
Hizbul militants. And a couple
of days ago, two Hizbul com-
manders surrendered before
the Romeo Force in Rajouri.

Mr Gurbachan Jagat, J&K
director-general of police, told
The Statesman: that group
rivalries “came to the fore when
the ISI handed over the reigns
of militancy to foreign merce-
naries sidelining the local ones”,
When everything from money
distribution to arms and opera-
tions came under them, local
militants felt cheated by the ISI

and giving rise to serious differ-
ences among the outfits.

Durinf the past few months,
the main cause of clashes was
Jaish-e-Mohammadia, the out-
fit floated by Moulana Masood
Azhar. Most militants from va-
rious groups have joined Jaish
leading to differences within
the cadres, said the DGP.

Abu Hijrat, Lashkar instruc-
tor who recently surrendered to
the Army in Jammu, has said
relations between the two out-
fits were never good, for Hizbul
always considered Lashkar “a
threat to their dominance”.

Lashkar cadres operating in
J&K have direct instructions
from Ameer Hafis Sayeed to tar-
get Hizbul men in the state “as
they committed treason by
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announcing the ceasefire”.

Though security agencies
have launched a massive hunt
for Lashkar cadres, observers
feel that had the ceasefire
remained in force they would
have been able to eliminate
“almost the entire Lashkar
cadres as Hizbul knows most of
the hideouts and infiltration
routes from where they sneak
into Indian territory.”

Though Hizbul has withdrawn
the ceasefire, security agencies
fear a bloodbath between the
two militant outfits, primarily
because Lashkar cadres have
clear cut instructions from
across the border to go for
Hizbul activists. The unified
command of security agencies

|

!
|

has put all the forces on %}



| Osama plot to
 target Sydney

N-site foileg:~
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AUCKLA\)D, Aug. 26. — A
terrorist plot targeting a
nuclear reactor in Sydney dur-

ing the Olympic games has
~ been thwarted, New Zealand
police said today.

Osama bin Laden sympathis-
ers planned to attack the 42-
year-old Lucas Heights reactor
in Sydney’s south, New Zea-
land detectives said.

The report comes just a day
after the International Olym-
pic Committee withdrew an
invitation to the Taliban mili-
tia to send two official obser-
vers to the Olympics.

The Weekly Herald said its
sources revealed members of
what appeared to be a clandes-
tine cell of Afghan refugees in
Auckland granted New
Zealand residency “continue to
maintain direct telephone

links with suspected terrorist
organisations in their KX

torn homeland.”
Detectives in Auckland s
bled on the apparent reactor
conspiracy during an investi-
gation into people-smuggling |
by organised crime syndicates.
They conducted house raids
in March and found evidence
suggesting a conspiracy to
attack the reactor, situated in

a dense residential area. /‘/
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» India may join

“X By Viadimir Radyuhin (- \ yﬂ‘ﬁ

Jury s.india may join the Shanghai
ional summit devoted to security
le against international terrorism
Russia, China, Kazakhstan, Kyr-
Tajikistan.

India, Iran and Uzbekistan were seeking
membership of the Shanghai Five, the Mayak
Radio said in its broadcast from Dushanbe,
capital of Tajikistan, where the presidents of
the Shanghai Five held a one-day meeting on
Wednesday. The President of Uzbekistan, Mr.
Islam Karimaov, for the first time took part in
the summit as an observer.

Speaking after the summit the Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, said the
Shanghai Five was not ‘a closed club’ and was
open for other countries to join. He proposed
renaming the Shanghai Five into the Shang-
hai Forum, because discussions had gone far
beyoud the original agenda of the summit set

up in 1996 to resolve border issues along the
old Sino-Soviet frontier.

“This organisation has become a signifi-
cant factor for stability in the region and has
a serious influence on the international sit-
uation,” the Russian leader told press
persons in Dushanbe.

The presidents of the Shanghai Five adopt-
ed a Dushanbe Declaration which called for
coordination of efforts in combating interna-
tional terrorism and regional extremism,
agency reports said. The Russian Foreign
Minister, Mr. Igor Ivanov, said the Shanghai
Five had been forced to shift their attention
from border issues to terrorism because of
the ‘activisation of international terrorism’ in
the region. The declaration singled out Af-
ghanistan as the chief source of instability
outside Central Asia’s borders.

The Uzbek leader, Mr. Karimov, suggested
that Russia and China, as members of the UN

i | ?,r"
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‘Shanghai Five’

Security Council, should propose the es\gb-
lishment of a single anti-terrorist centre at
the UN Millennium Summit in September.
For his part, Mr. Putin announced that Rus-
sia would set up a military base in Tajikistan
on the basis of the Russian 201st army divi-
sion deployed in the republic for the past sev-
eral years.

The summit supported a proposal by Kyr-
gyzstan to set up a joint anti-terrorist centre
on its territory, which last year was invaded
by fundamentalist rebels trained in Afghan-
istan.

The Shanghai Five also urged preserving
the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty as a cor-
nerstone of global strategic stability and
came out in favour of banning all use of force
in international relations without UN sanc-
t.ons.

The five presidents strongly backed the
Russian military operation in Chechnya.
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Ei(isting Iﬂv can deal
with terrorism: NHRC

NEW\ DELHL, JULY 12. Even as the

‘ ‘2%; By J. Venkatesan \“) A

. Goveérnment is keen on enacting a

new law to tackle cross-border
terrorism and insurgency, the Na-

| tional Human Rights Commission
i 1is totally against any such “draco-

nian” legislation.

At a meeting yesterday, the
Commission, presided over by
the chairperson, Mr. Justice J. S.
Verma, felt that there was no need
for enactment of the Prevention
of Terrorism Bill, 2000 or a similar
law and that the existing laws
were sufficient to deal with “any
eventuality, including terrorism”.

During a meeting last month,
the Chief Secretaries of States fa-
voured the introduction of the
new law. The NHRC's decision
has come as a shock to the Gov-
ernment which planned to intro-
duce the Bill in the monsoon
session of Parliament.

The meeting, convened to seek
the NHRC'’s opinion, reviewed the
draft Bill and the relevant judg-
ments and the views of NGOs.The
Commission was unanimous that
there was no need for a new law.

The Commission felt that un-
less there were “‘compelling rea-
sons to depart”, its earlier
opinion should prevail. “The real

need is to strengthen the machin-
ery for implementation and en-
forcement of the existing laws and
further for this purpose, the work-
ing of the entire criminal justice
system requires to be strength-
ened.”
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Jethmalani agaln t enactment

of spem\a anti-terrorism law

New Dethi, July 16 Wy

LAW Minister Ram
Jethmalani is opposed to the pro-
posed Prevention of Terrorism Bill
2000 recommended by the Law
Commission and intends to take it
up with the Cabinet.

"I am personally agamst enact-
ment of any special law against ter-
rorism as it is bound to be misused
by the police," said Jethmalani,

"Now that the National Human
Rights Commission has reacted
against the enactment of the
Prevention of Terrorism Bill, I will
soon write a detailed note against
the proposed bill recommended by
the Law Commission and forward
it to the Union Cabinet."

The Government had said in
response to the NHRC objection

that the proposed law "strikes‘a
very good balance" between the
requirements of combating terror-
ism and protecting the essential
human rights of the accused.

Asked whether the NHRC could
reject a bill and advice the
Government not to enact a partic-
ular law, the Law Minister said,
"The NHRC has no such mandate
to advice the Government to either
enact a particular law or not. It was
a body set up to deal with the
human rights violation cases
alone."

The NHRC on Friday rejected
the Government's defence on a
draft bill on the lines of TADA and
catedgorically said, "There is no
need to enact such a law."

However, Jethmalani said the
NHRC was supposed to react to all

legislations which it felt would vio-
late citizens' human 'rights or
would he an instrument in the
hands of the authorities to abuse

OWET.

"The NHRC feels the provisions
in the proposed Prevention of
Terrorism Bill will be inconsistent
with the human rights of the citi-
zens. That is why it has reacted in
this manner,” the Law Minister
said.

He said existing laws were
enough to meet any untoward inci-
dents arising out of insurgency,
militancy and terrorism.

The NHRC had taken a similar
view and said there was no need to
enact the new terrorism law as
solutions to the problems could be
found under the existing laws, if
properly implemented. (PTI)
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Goyt. to consult NHRC

A7
W,

By Our I\¢gal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 17. The Home Min-
ister, Mr. L.K Advani, has told the
consultative committee of Mem-
! bers of Parliament that the Gov-
- ernment  would consult the
National Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) on the proposed an-
ti-terrorism legislation.

(The NHRC had earlier rejected
the proposed law, saying that the
! existent laws were sufficient to
deal with any situation, including
insurgency and terrorism).

Mr. Advani told the members
that the Government was yet to
take a decision on the legislation
and the views expressed by the
NHRC would be taken into ac-
count. Before bringing in any
such law, the Government would
like to have wide-ranging debates
and consultations.

He said the conference of the
Chief Ministers on internal secu-
rity, to be inaugurated by the
Prime Minister next month,
would provide an opportunity to
assess views on the need for the
anti-terrorism law. Various politi-
cal parties might also be consult-
ed, if need be.

The Law Commission had
drafted the Prevention of Terror-
ism Bill, 2000 as there were de-
mands from several quarters. He
recalled saying earlier that while
Central legislation in this regard
was not being considered, the
States might do so.

Following persistent demands
from the States, the Government
had asked the Law Commission

‘on terrorism law

to draft the legislation in con-
formity with similar legislation in
other democracies, and incorpo-
rating enough safeguards. He said
the Government had not taken |
any decision.

The members were unanimous
that terrorism was posing a grave
threat to national unity . Though
there was divergence of views
with some members saying that
existing laws were sufficient, a
majority felt there was a need for
special legislation to tackle terror-
ism.

About the provision on the obli-
gation to furnish information and
the apprehension that it would
cover journalists too, Mr. Advani,
said existing laws of the IPC also
had similar provisions. In any
case, before taking any view on
the draft Bill it would be discussed
with journalists.

The meeting was attended
among others by Mr. Indrajit
Gupta, Mr. Somnath Chatterjee,
Mr. Shivraj Patil, Mr. Ghulam Na-
bi Azad and Dr. Karan Singh.

Indian peacekeeper
dies

FREETOWN, JULY 17.An Indian pea-
cekeeper died on Saturday from
wounds suffered during the oper-
ation to free the remaining U.N.
troops held by rebels in eastern
Sierra Leone, the U.N. force com-
mander, Gen. Vijay Jetley, said
here today. Seven troops were
wounded. — AFP, PTI
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N April this year the Law Com-
mission — an expert non-statu-

~ tory body — submitted to the

~ Central government its unani-
mous report recommending adoption
of the Prevention of Terrorism Bil] 2000.

the National Human Rights Commis-

l sion — an expert statutory body —

opined that the Bill as pro-

posedbenotenacted’IheBlll,xtsald, .

would have the ill-effect of providing un-
intentionally a strong weapon capable of
_ “grossmisuse” which must be avoidedin
_fiew of the past experiences of misuse of
TADA, and earlier of MISA of the

Emergency days. The voice of mature -

experience should have prevailed. But it
has not — not yet. Instead, a govern-
ment spokesman has said that it is detér-
mined to press ahead with the Bill, al-
though the Law Minister says he is
opposed to it. Amidst all this disputa-
tion, the publicis left confused.

The proposed Bill is drastic. It per-
mits custodial detention during investi-
gation for as long as six months, Special
Courts are set up, empowered to sit in
“any place, and to order that its proceed-
ings be not publicised, bail is to be ordi-
narilydemedlfﬂlepubhcpmsemtorop-
poses it; - then there ‘is a statutory
abrogation of the presumption of inno-
cence contrary to the mandate of the IC-
CPR (1966) which India ratified in 1979;
and,tocmwnit,all,thesafeguardihme
-?v%;ldenoe Act 1872 is removed — the

nfession of an-accused recorded by a

uperintendent of police is made admis-
sible in evidence: almost an invitation to
custodialtorture. -

"But all this may well have been
“small change”, if the public could be as-
sured that a harsh law was really neces-
sary to put an end to “terrorism”., Past
experience showsitisnot.

The TADA Acts of 1987, which
lapsed in May 1995, were even more

| stringent than the proposed Bill, but
“terrorism” did
tire period of their operation. The pow-
ers exercisable under TADA Acts were

nothbate during the en-

N L
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7§ Spectre of oppressive laws

ase against a new

made more borrendous by the official

statistical revelation that not more than

one per cent of those tried before the
designated courts were convicted —the
rest were acquitted for “want of evi-

~ dence™: that is, in 99 per cent of the
On July 14, after careful consideration, -

cases, the accused (who was invariably
denied bail before trial) was wrongly
prosecuted under TADA. The Law
Commission overlooked th-
is vital piece of informa-
tion when making its rec-
ommendations, as also
the fact that the successful
working of the proposed
new law depends entirely -
o the proper functioning
of police officers and of
public prosecutors: nei-
ther of whom have func-
tioned “properly”. Vari-

FAEJSNARIMAN‘

ence of Andhra sate lawyers at Raja-
mundhry in August 1975: Justice Kr-
ishna Iyer was to inaugurate the confer-
ence: it was expected that 2,000 lawyers
would attend. Despite the proclamation
of the Emergency, they did: When we
arrived, the organiser (a senior lawyer of
the district) informed us with anguish
that his son, a law student at Vlsakhap-
atmam, who was assisting
him in the arrangements,
had been arrested under
MISA the day before our
arrival. He was a conscien-
tious student — almost

turer had announced in
class that they would all
‘march jn procession on a
particular week-day - in
support of Indira Ga-

A vital fact ignored by those arguing for a new
anti-terrorism Bili: in 99 per cent of the cases the
- accused was wrongly prosecuted under TADA

AL
-

obtusely so. When hislec-

ous reports of police commissions,
backed by the experience of the NHRC,
show that constant interference with the

police force has seriously impaired its.

ability toinvestigate crimes freely and in-
dependently. Besides, the absence of
proper training and the lack of forensic
skills has thus far prevented effective in-
vestigations by the police, even when
thereisnoocutside interference.

. Thereisalso nocompetent machin-

.eryto prosecute, with efficiency and ex-

pettise, terrorist-related crimes: the
public prosecutor who is to be assigned
this job belongs to the same class of pub-
lic prosecutors who have not proved to
be highly successful even when prose-
cuting ordinary crimes.

- And above all there is the problem
of oppressive laws creating a climate of
oppression. Never ynderestimate this. I
was witness to its manifestation during
the period of the Internal Emetgency. [
hadbeen invited to preside at a Confer-

ndhi’s 20-Point Programme, Akkhe sug-

gested that time was better spent study-

ing in college — that the session should -

be postponedto a Saturday!

The restof the students shouted him
down-—marching in a procession would
be far more fun than attending classes!
There the matter rested. But then a dis-
trict magistrate, in whom wide powers of

the detention were.conferred, chose to

exercise them when he heard of the
“misdemeanour”! He promptly issued
anorder of detention on the ground that
the boy was a “danger to the security of
the state” — the order of detention was

served at Rajamundhry at the same time -

ashe waswhisked off in the night!
Fortunately, the then law minister

of Andhra Pradesh was one of the prin-

cipal guests at the conference, and

some of us requested him to personally -
lookmtothematter,whlchhegra- :

mouslydxl’lheorderofdetennonwas
revoked afew days later. '
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But, after:this, the boy simply could
not be found! No one knew where he
was put away; he was ultimately located

- after some weeks, in some jail in a re-

mote part of the state, and ultimately (af-
ter many anxious moments) returned to
his parents. No one in Delhi instructed

- the district magistrate to act as he did —

in fact, North Block, even in those law-
less times, would have been aghast at
such irresponsibility. But, once laws are
passed which enable untutored officials
toact, then in this country (and possibly in
every other country) they will do so, with
hobnailedboots!

With the prospect of a repressive law
being oppressively implemented, the
people could of course turn to the
oourts. But unfortunately the courts can
do little -— especially after the constitu-
tional validity-of the TADA Acts have
been upheld (by a majority ofjudges) in
Kartar Singh'’s case (1994); a truly re-
grettable decision, as regrettable as the
earlier one in ADM Jabalpur (1976)
during the Emergency era— in which
Chief Justice Ray infamously said that
Tiberty itself was the gift of the law and
may by law be forfeited or abridged!

In the wake of acute differences in
perception between the Law Commis-~
sion and the NHRC, the citizen’s plight is
somewhat akin to the exasperation of a
JudgeoftheoourtofappealmEngland
who many years ago (when examining
two conflicting opinions of the House of
Lords) made the plaintive plea: “Over-
rule us if it please you, but at least say

something clear to guide us in the fu-’

ture”. The two commissions, the one set
up by the t and the other by
Parliament, must ﬁi“ their collective

* heads together and tell us whether, in
.the wider public and national interest,

individual human rights safeguarded

under our Constitution really doneed to

be sacrificed at the altar of a fierce anti-

, ist law. Say something clear, good
m@ toguide us: but

pleasesayltmmkon.
Ihemlsanemw@”q
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Jethmalani meets Verma%
‘explain’ Govt stand on bill ;)

J. Venkatesan ( U,,,vb

NEW DELHI, JULY 19. The Union Law Mlmster, Mr. Ram
Jethmalani, today called on the Chairperson of the
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), Mr.
Justice J. S. Verma, and discussed with him the pro-
posed bill on terrorism.

During the hour-long meeting, Mr. Jethmalani re-
portedly explained the Government's stand vis-a-vis
the NHRC'’s views on the need for such legislation.

At the Parliamentary Committee meeting, the
Union Home Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani, had assured
the Members of Parliament that the Government
would take the NHRC into confidence before bring-
ing in the legislation. No final decision had been

taken on enacting the law and the issue would be -

discussed 'with the Chief Ministers and a consensus
arrived at.

It was in this context that Mr. Jethmalani met Mr.
Justice Verma. The meeting assumes significance
because the NHRC had rejected the Government’s
move to introduce a special law to tackle terrorism
and insurgency.

According to sources, the Minister: assured Mr.
Justice Verma that the Government would try tolar-
rive at a consensus in favour of the proposed legis{a-
tion. (Mr. Jethmalani has already aired his personal
view that he was against the introduction of a special
law to deal with terrorism).

He reportedly assured the NHRC Chairperson that
provisions ensuring human rights of detenus as also
greater accountability of police and other security
agencies would be incorporated in the new law.

In the perception of NHRC, “there is no need to
enact a law based on the draft Prevention of Terror-
ism Bill, 2000.” If the proposed legislation was enact-
ed, it would result in gross misuse and violation of
human rights.

* According to Law Ministry sources, this view was
hailed worldwide by human rights organisations/ac-
tivists, including Amnesty International, and the
Government was put in an embarrassing situation.

Mr. Jethmalani ~ neeting with Mr. Justice Verma
was intended to mollify the Commission and explain
that its sentiments would be honoured.
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Hizbul announces
three-month ..

ceasefire

in J&K

Centre hails ™ | JKLF leader

o o . 1

decision “\

By Law Kumar Mishra

The Times of India News Service

SRINAGAR:In an unexpected de-
velopment, Hizbul Mujahideen, the
formidable pro-Pakistan militant
outfit, announced a unilateral
ceasefire for three months in Jam-
mu and Kashmir. The announce-
ment was made at a hurriedly con-
vened press conference called by
Abdul Majid Dar, “chief comman-
der” of the outfit, on Monday.

Although the Centre welcomed
the decision of the Hizbul Mu-
jahideen, a state government
spokesman said, “The chief minis-
ter considers it below his dignity to
comment on the militants’ an-
nouncement. He would have react-
ed had the announcement been
made by Pakistan’s CEO, Gen
Parvez Musharaff.”

Even as the Hizbul leader was
making the announcement, a rock-
et-propelled grenade landed at a
BSF bunker in downtown Srinagar.

The Hizbul Mujahideen shot into
the limelight in 1990 when it virtu-
ally hijacked militancy from the
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front (JKLF). Its first target was
Mir Mustafa, an independent
MLA, who was killed in captivity.

Reacting to the announcement,
Abdul Gani Bhatt, the newly elect-
ed chairman of the All Party Hur-
riyat Conference (APHC), told this
newspaper that his party was await-
ing the details of the announce-
ment and would make a statement
on Tuesday.

According to Mr Dar, the outfit’s
‘supreme  commander’, Syed
Salahuddin alias Mohammad
Yusuf, who is.also chief of the
Jehad Council (an umbrella organi-
sation of militant outfits in PoK),
had given his approval for the
ceasefire.

sees U.S. hand

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Top leaders of the
Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF) went into a huddle in
Rawalpindi on Monday evening to
decide on a response to the Hizbul
Mujahideen’s move to order a
ceasefire and seek talks with New
Delhi.

“Yeh kaisa bam phat gaya (What
a bomb has exploded!),” was the
first reaction of JKLF chief Aman-
ullah Khan when he spoke to The
Times of India from his residence
in Rawalpindi. Mr Khan said he
would “neither condemn nor wel-
come” the move. He, however, ad-
mitted that it had taken the JKLF
by surprise. “At a meeting yester-
day, these communal-minded
groups accused the JKLF, saying
that it had no one in the field. Now
look what they’ve done,” he said.

Asked whether the Hizbul Mu-
jahideen could have made the
cease-fire decision without clear-
ance from the authorities in Islam-
abad, Mr Khan said, “This is possi-
ble.” But he hastened to add that
the top bosses of the Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi of Pakistan had been having ex-
tended discussions with represen-
tatives of the State Department in
the U.S,, including especially Karl
Inderfurth. “Everyone here (in
Pakistan) is saying that the U.S. has
found a new ally,” he said.

Asked what possible steps the
JKLF would now take, Mr Khan
said that for quite a while, his organ-
isation had been arguing that mili-
tancy had to be brought down—but
not entirely abandoned—in favour
of a diplomatic and politicat sotu
tion. He said the JKLF would also
be prepared to talk to the Indian
government on the “basis of our
ideology and our formula”.
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_Army suspends

Hurriyat Conference welcomes
xN\,m"'\/—

HTC and Agencies
Srinagar, July 29

Y

. (::1 ARRYING FORWARD the Centke's ini-

tiative of opening talks with the \Hizbul
-~ Mujahideen (HM), the Army today
suspended all operations in Jammu and
Kashmir against the outfit, reciprocating its
unilateral ceasefire as Home Minister L. K.
Advani expressed hope that HM leaders would
come overground for parleys with the
government.

However, the army operations against other
militant outfits would continue as before, Lt
Gen. J. R. Mukherjee, Commander 15th Corps,
told reporters.

"In keeping with the directions given by the
government, 1 have instructed all field com-
manders of all security forces in Kashmir to sus-

end all operations against the Hizbul
Mujahideen," he announced a day after the
Centre asked the leadership of the Pakistan-
based outfit to come overground for talks. The
army order would also apply to foreign militants
cadres of HM.

The Hizbul Mujahideen have welcomed the
government's offer of talks for resolving the
kashmir issue but said a formal reaction would
emerge only after the meeting of its supreme
council ended.

As Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah met Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee in Delhi, Mr Advani told

) . . .
reporters in Chennal that the Centre might

have reservations talking to Pakistan but had no
hesitation in talking to "our own people even
though they have strayed to the path of militan-
cy." The leaders and cadres of Hizbul were all
Kashmiris and "there should be no hesitation in
talking to our own people, who strayed onto the

& Hizbu! Mujahideen weicomes talks offer but
says formal reaction only after a meeting of
the outfit's Supreme Council.

& Army suspends all operations against the
militant organisation.

# Hurriyat welcomes government's decision
for talks without any pre-conditions.

# Home Minister L K Advani hopes Hizbul will
respond positively to talks offer.

& Farooq Abdullah meets Prime Minister
Vajpayee, says Pakistan should ask other mil-
itant organisations to shun violence.

® The J&K Council for Human Rights wel-

comes govemment's peace overtures.

path of militancy," he said. Mr Advani was opti-
mistic that the Hizbul leaders would respond
positively to the Government's call for talks.
The Home Minister the Hizbul's ceasefire
offer was an outcome of the Government's

three-pronged strategy 10 tackling militancy in

Kashmir. The strategy involved defeating mili-
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Hizbul chase

talks offer; Govt optimistic

tant violence overground, engaging those who
strayed towards militancy in talks to resolve
their genuine grievances, and speeding up the
developmental process. )

He pointed out that militant-sponsored vio-
lence in the Valley had come down after the
Hizbul's ceasefire and the security forces had
also been asked to respect the ceasefire.

Mr Advani said that the Centre was dealing
with a "measure of caution” the declaration of
the ceasefire by Hizbul Mujahideen.

In a major shift of stand, the Hurriyat
Conference has termed as "welcome change"
the Centre's decision to hold talks without any
pre-conditions with the Hizbul and expressed
the hope that the change of attitude may lead to
a permanent resolution of the Kashmir prob-
lem. Hurriyat had initially criticised HM for
declaring the ceasefire.

When contacted, a spokesman of the Hizbul
Mujahideen said from Islamabad that "it was a
welcome step as the Indian Government was
not sticking to its earlier stand of holding talks
within the indian framework." However, he
said, "our high command is in session to discuss
the Indian response following our ceasefire
offer in Kashmir."

j&K Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah has
said the announcement of ceasefire by HM was
a "welcome step” but more such steps were
needed from Pakistan before India could enter

into any dialogue. " See alsow




Hizbul names team
for talks Wlth Govt

Militant ou(tflt dets

Muzzafarabad, July 30

) AKISTAN-BASED  MILI-
TANT group Hizbul
Mujahideen on Sunday named

a three-member team which it would
like to be present in the proposed
negotiations between the Indian gov-
ernment and the "Kashmiri leader-
ship,” reports AFP.

Hizbul spokesman Kalim Siddiqui
said that the group's top leader Syed

Salahuddin named Ghulam Ali,
Mushtaq Gillani and Mohammad Ali
Saqib for the talks.

"There can be other people as well
but these three have raised the issue
around the world and we want them
in any negotiations between India
and the Kashmiri leadership,”
Siddiqui said.

Earlier, the Hizbul
Mujahideen  central
command, which met in
Islamabad on Sunday,
asked the Indian gov-
ernment to bring "flexi-
bility" in its stand
towards Pakistan.

Salahuddin, in a state-
ment, said his outfit had
already made it clear
that the Kashmir issue
could be settled "only
through tripartite talks
that include Kashmiris,
India and Pakistan”.

The pro-Pakistan mili-
ant-eutfit also threat-
7@ned fo review its cease-
fire if the government
sets conditions for the

Syed Salahuddin

Ceasefire modality talks

Talks have begun between the security forces in Kashmir
and the Hizbul Mujahideen which made a shock cease-
fire offer one week ago, a top police official said on
Sunday. "There is a contact that has been made to sort
out the modalities of a formal ceasefire," said the official,
who spoke on condition of anonymity.

“We are confident that acceptable modalities will be
worked out within a week or 10 days," the official said,
stressing that the initial talks were "not at the political
level." Hizbul Mujahideen, the largest of the indigenous
Kashmiri militant groups, made their surprise unilateral
ceasefire announcement on July 24. :

Above all, the ceasefire must be adhered to. But certain-
ly this has the potential to mark a turning point in the mil-
itancy in Kashmir," he said.

Ind1 to be more ‘flexible’

announced by the Hizbul, other mili-
tant outfits should follow suit for
lasting peace.

Dr Abdullah, who later left for
Srinagar, said his government has
extended full support to the Centre
for its current initiative to restore
peace. "When I took oath in October
1996, I had made it clear that [ will
knock every door that could lead me
to peace and prosperity for the peo-
ple of the State.” he said.

He said he was in favour of talks
between India and Pakistan but
echoed the Centre's stand that dia-
logue could not be held until
Islamabad stopped "abetting cross-
border terrorism.”

Dr Abdullah and Mr Advani also
discussed the autonomy issue for
which the former has
been meeting several
political leaders to gath-
er support. He reiterat-
ed that the Centre
should set up a group of
ministers (GOM) to
avoid further alienation
of the Kashmiri people.

"We have formed a
GOM and we want the
same from the
Centre..let this forum
discuss and make neces-
“sary amendments in our
report after convincing

"The ceasefire is an extremely important step," the | us,” he said.
police official said. "It's too early too say what form a for- Asked whether the
mal ceasefire would take. Let's see what they want first. | autonomy = resolution

was to stall the dialogue
between the Centre and
the Hurriyat
Conference, Dr

AFP, Srinagar

propobcd talks.

"The beginning of the talks process will be impossi-
ble unless India categorically announces to hold
unconditional talks. The Hizbul Mujahideen will have
no other option but to review its ceasefire declara-
tion,” Salahuddin said.

The Hizbul leader said his organisation had created
a "conducive” atmosphere for talks by announcing a
unilateral ceasefire.

Even as the Hizbul announced the names of the
team for the tatks with the Government, Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah met Home
Minister L K Advani in New Delhi today, adds HTC.
They agreed that operations against militant outfits
other than the Hizbul Mujahideen would continue
unless they too announced a ceasefire and showed
readiness for talks with the Centre.,

Dr Abdullah said while he welcomed the ceasefire

Abdullah said, "Why should I stall it when I have
expressed my desire to talk to them."

He denied that he had locked horns with anyone in
the bureaucracy at the Centre over talks with the
Hurriyat.

Dr Abdullah said grant of greater autonomy would
bring mlsgmded youths back to the national main-
stream. "These youths have understood that neither
the State would be annexed to Pakistan nor will it
become independent..and I have information that
they would be content with the resolution. There is a
need for all political leaders to put their heads togeth-
er and sort out the issue," he said.

Dr Abdullah, who met Finance Minister Yashwant
Sinha also yesterday, said he had asked him to release
plan funds for the State at one go as the working sea-
son for utilisation of such funds was very hmxted




; Asian neighbourhood. This has been interpreted in diplomatic

- some of the loose ends of which were sorted out through dis-

wWEven Beljing agrees,\,

CHINESE PRESIDENT Jiang Zemin’s forceful condemna-
tipn of international terrorism during his talks with Indian

esident K. R. Narayanan in Beijing should help consolidate
upport for a concerted effort to tackle this menace. Though
China is also concerned over the rapid rise of Islamic funda-
mentalism along its western periphery, it has often stopped
short of openly condemning international terrorism, including
the kind promoted in the various training camps in the south

circles as a concession to its longstanding friend and ally,
Pakistan, which is now widely regarded as o country with estab-
lished links with terrorist outfits which are active in the south
and central Asian region.

Mr Jiang’s assertion that there can be no justification for
using terror as a political tool is particularly significant since
political disputes have often been used as a pretext for propa-
gating a series of unlawful and trans-border activities ranging
from drug trafficking to gun-running. It is quite possible that
the strong position adopted by the United States on this issue
and the signals given by President Bill Clinton during his visit
to India in March this year, could have persuaded the Chinese
leadership to spell out its position for the Nfﬁi‘gt(wne in such
unequivocal terms. (N

India has worked long and hard oh a new draft o}\gp/
International Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism,

cussions with US officials in Washington last month. This draft |
sceks to put together a comprehensive framework for tackling -
terrorism by combining the relevant points made in earlier leg-
islations and conventions, including the Montreal and Hague
conventions. It also includes provisions for dealing with hijack-
ings and “nuclear terrorism”. India and the US have agreed to
lobby support for adoption of the convention at the UN
General Assembly session later this year. Besides, several
European countries and Japan have already indicated that they
will back this proposal.

That is why, a clear enunciation of its position by Beijing
should make it even better for the global community to formu-
late a lucid response. It will not only provide more value to its
international endorsement, it will also raise hopes regarding its
influence on the conduct of India’s western neighbour, from
where a substantial part of the problem originates. Indeed, that
makes the import of Mr Jiang’s words doubly welcome.

L] - - -
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JUNE 4. A bipartisan commission on ter-
rorism hds called on the United States Government
to take mre ‘“aggressive” steps to combat the men-
ace. The National Commission on Terrorism has
suggested ® number of steps including removing re-
strictions on the Central Intelligence Agency, mon-
itoring foreign students and slapping sanctions on
“friendly countries” such as Pakistan and Greece.

The Commission’s 64-page report will be formally
released tomorrow but excerpts have appeared in
the Sunday editions of The Washington Post. A
pointed suggestion has been that the U.S. military,
and not the Federal Bureau of Investigation, be the
nodal agency in event of an attack on American soil.

The Commission, appointed by Congress in the
wake of the attacks on U.S. Embassies in Africa two
years ago, called for increased funding to fight ter-
rorism, tightening the screws on suspected terrorist
fund raising in the U.S. and increased pressure on
other countries for cooperation on the terrorism
front. The proposals, The Post maintains, will stir
controversy among civil libertarians, parts of the
Arab-American community and those who will
question expansion of the anti-terrorism efforts
which is already costing $ 10 billions a year.

The Commission, chaired by Mr. Paul Bremer,
Ambassador at Large for counter-terrorism at the
State Department, has concluded that global terror-
ist networks such as the Al Queda posed exceedingly
difficult problems for domestic law enforcement
and intelligence agencies. One of its recommenda-
tions, which is certain to raise many eyebrows, is the
repeal of a regulation that requires senior CIA offi-
cials to approve the recruitment of any counter-ter-
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steps against terrorism

rorist informant with a criminal record. “The CIA
has created a climate that is overly risk averse. This
has inhibited recruitment of essential, if sometimes
unsavoury, informants and forced the U.S. to rely
too heavily on foreign intelligence services,” the
Commission said. A CIA spokesman, Mr. Bill Barlow,
disputed the finding that the agency’'s rules on
recruitment hindered counter-terrorist operations.

“The bottom line is, CIA headquarters has-never
turned down a request to use someone — even
someone with a record of human rights abuse — we
thought could be valuable to our overall counter-
terrorist programme,” Mr. Barlow told The Post. The
FBI has not commented on the findings of the Com-
mission, which has six Republicans and four Demo-
crats as members.

Another recommendation expected to generate
opposition, perhaps even within the administration,
is a separate classification for countries “‘not coop-
erating fully” on the terrorism issue. In this category
would be nations such as Greece and Pakistan, both
friends of Washington. If implemented the recom-
mendation would stop short of adding such nations
to the “‘state sponsor” category, a list that currently
has seven nations.

The Commission said that while Pakistan cooper-
ated on counter-terrorism ‘‘at times”, it had not

been consistent. Further, Islamabad ‘“‘provides safe !

haven, transit and moral, political and diplomatic
support to several groups engaged in terrorism”.

It was suggested that a nation “‘not cooperating
fully” should be barred from buying U.S. military
equipment; removed from the visa waiver pro-
gramme that allows people from friendly nations to
travel to the U.S. without visas.




No sanctions against Pakistan

over terrorism, says Albright \

By Ramesh Chandran 9 \
The Times of India News Service
WASHINGTON: In her typically
forthright man-
ner, Madeleine
Albright, US.
secretary of state
told a cable net-
work station that
there would be
no immediate
. imposition  of
sanctions against
Madeleine Albright p,y iqran dgspite
concerns expressed over terrorism
by the National Commission on
Terrorism. Never mind that she had
not read the Congressionally ap-
pointed panel’s report and recom-
mendations but “sanctions” were
not being considered although the
administration was “pressing” Is-
lamabad on Afghanistan.
The Washington Post had first re-
ported that a 64-page report sub-
mitted by the National Commission
on Terrorism a blue ribbon com-
mission created by the U.S. Con-
gress two years ago in the wake of
the bombings of two U.S. embassies
in East Africa had specifically rec-
ommended that the American mili-
tary and not the FB] or the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
which ought to lead the govern-
nent’s response in the event of a
Torist attack on American soil. It

Iso said that a “well-financed, fa-
natical and global terrorist network
such as “Al Qaeda” (run by Saudi
dissident Osama Bin Laden) posed
“exceedingly difficult problems”
for U.S. law enforcement agencies.
It also suggested that terrorist fund-
raising within the U.S. ought to be
directly targeted. And it quite cate-
gorically said Washington ought to
consider imposing sanctions against
Pakistan and Greece since both
were nations, which were allies, that
were not “fully cooperating” with
the United States against terrorism
under a statute Conggess passed
four years ago.

The commission at Pak
istan has cooperated on ¢ounter-ter~4.
rorism “at times” but “hot consis-
tently” adding it provides a “safe
haven, transit and moral, political
and diplomatic support to several
groups engaged 1In terrorism”.
Whilst Greece was considered as be-
ing “disturbingly passive” in re-
sponse to terrorist activities. At pre-
sent Afghanistan is the only country
listed by Washington as not being
fully cooperative on terrorism. The
commission, headed by Paul Bre-
mer 111, a former state department
ambassador-at-large for counter-ter-
rorism, is composed of six Republi-
cans and four Democrats as well as
other prominent analysts such as
Fred Ikle, and James Woolsey.
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fﬁiploxnat murde;
- Greek group
claims hand

ONZIT v
\ Yt
ATHENS, Jdune 9. — Greece’s
November 1\ guerrilla group
today claimed responsibility
for the murder of a British
diplomat Defence attache,
Stephen Saunders, was target-
or his key role in Nato’s
ombing campaign against
ugoslavia last year, the Left-
wing group wrote to the Athens
newspaper, Eleftherotypia.
The group said Britain’s role
; during the Nato raids was
more provocative than that of
the USA and accused the
Greek government of playing
an active role in the bombings.
Two men shot dead Saunders
as he drove to work along a |
busy Athens avenue yesterday.
Ballistic tests of four spent car- |
tridges found at the scene of |
the murder link the shooting !
to November 17, police said.
Terming Saunders’ murder |
as a barbaric act, the Prime
Minister, Mr Costas Simitis,
pledged to protect public
safety. Among other world ¢
leaders, Mr Tony Blair called |
the act contemptible, The EU
expressed its “utter abhorrence”
of the murder. The group also
said Britain’s role during the
Nato raids was more provoca-
tive than that of the USA.
November 17 also admitted
its involvement in a series of .
attacks attributed to it by |
police in the spring of 1999 in
which no one was killed, adds
AFP.
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Fresh evidence of Pakistan’s

° ™ ° \’( \(\
role in Kashmir terrorism

Vijay Dutt
London, June 10

N INTERVIEW of three
Aécrrorists in police custody,
L ut without the presence of
afy Indian official, by the Times
correspondent Stephen Farrel has
helped convince some more
British MPs and the people here of
Pakistan's complicity in keeping
the valley on bolil.

The three-bearded Muslim
youths admitted to have been
sneaked across mountains separat-
ing the divided Himalayan State
says the report in the daily. The
threg, Abdul Rehman Dar, 23,
Mushtaq Ahmad Parray, 18, and
Manzoor Ahmed Shah, 16, have
clajmed that they were among
8,000 to 10,000 disaffected locals
who received religious and
weapons training in remote forest
camps in Pakistan.

Another 6,000 foreigners, includ-
ing Sudanese, Iranians, Pakistanis
and Arabs are also being trained in
such camps in Pakistan, according
to the three.

Pakistan might be embarrassed”
by these disclosures, but the fact is

that Islamabad stopped caring
about such revelations since a long
time,

The military rulers know the US
and British intelligence have
enough proof about its active sup-
port to terrorists and their bloody
activities in Kashmir, say sources
in the British counter-intelligence.
Many MPs also concur.

The report says that the three
detained terrorists looked sullen
but became animated, during the
two-hour long interview, when
talking about their hatred of the
security forces,

They accused the forces of killing
and harassment,

Shah told the daily that he had
crossed over to Pakistan on August
2 after being approached by a
Hizbul Mujahideen  militant
known by his code-name Ishtag,
He along with 20 others were
taken across by five Pakistani
guides and then onwards to
Muzaffarabad. From there they
were escorted to a Mujahideen
camp near Manshera.

The three also affirmed that at
eve stage Pakistanis were
involved, including during the bor-

N\

der crossing. But, apparentl
formed Pak armymen were ¥ept
out of sight as they say that they
never saw any military man.

Fellow  Kashmiri  teachers
instructed them in the teachings of
the Koran and ‘jehad’.

Shah was then sent along with 75
others to a forest camp for training
by foreign Urdu-speaking instruc-
tors.

They trained them in the use of
small arms and light and heavy
machine-guns.

He was sent back into the valley
on May 25, that is after about 10
months.

Parray and Dar  from
Halmatpora confessed they too
received similar trainings as Shah
but at a camp known as Safirda,
They too were then sent back with
instructions to recruit more
Kashmiris.

But, once their fourth accom-
plice was captured they surren-
dered believing that their hide-out
had been compromised.

The methods employed by fun-
damentalist groups in Britain for
luring the young for terrorism arc
not very different.
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Terrorlsm

By Our Special Correspondent @/ \&9

NEW DELHS, JUNE 22. At the first-ever India-Eu-
ropean Union summit schedule in Lisbon on
June 28, India is expected to bring up its strong

oncerns about terrorism — with its inter-

“#,1kages with drug trafficking — posing a ma-

jor threat to regional and international peace
and security. On the economic front, while the
progress achieved in bilateral trade and eco-
nomic cooperation would be reviewed and
strengthened, the concerns about labour stan-
dards and other non- tariff trade barriers
would also be discussed.

The Indian delegation being led by the

{ Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, is to

include the External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, the Finance Minister, Mr. Yash-
want Sinha, the Commerce and Industry
Ministry, Mr. Murasoli Maran, and the Infor-
mation Technology Minister, Mr. Pramod Ma-
hajan. From the E.U. side, the Prime Minister
of Portugal, Mr. Antonio Guterres, in his ca-
pacity as the E.U. president, would lead the
delegation which would comprise the Europe-
an Commission president, Mr. Romano Prodi,
and Mr. Javier Solana, Secretary- General of
the Council of the EU and High Representative
for Common Foreign and Security Policy of

| the EU.

Briefing reporters on the summit, the For-
eign Secretary, Mr. Lalit Mansingh, said that
while the economic aspect of India’s relation-

gll flgure at E.U. summit

p with the E.U. had been invigorated by the
on-going economic reforms programme here,
the EU was now acquiring a political person-
ality too. ““It is with this new identity that we
would like to interact,” Mr. Mansingh said.

Consequently, a joint declaration at the end
of the summit is expected to be illustrative of
the depth and dimension of the relationship
between the two partners. ‘It will be a broad
statement of India-E.U. relations and will pro-
vide a blueprint for upgrading the relationship
to a qualitatively higher level. The summit will
also finalise an agenda for action which will
include joint initiatives in the political, com-
mercial and economic fields,” the Foreign
Secretary said.

Asked whether India apprehended any
“pressures” to sign the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty during the summit, Mr. Mansingh
said, “‘our views on CTBT are well known and
there is no question of any pressure on us. If
the issue is raised during the summit, we will
put our views very strongly.”

On the issue of India still being out of the
Europe- Asia forum while it was having a sum-
mit with E.U., Mr. Mansingh said New Delhi
was still interested in joining the Asia-Europe
Meeting (ASEM) but declined to go into details
whether there was opposition from some
Asian blocs to India’s entry.

Asked whether India would lobby for sup-
port for its claim for a permanent membership
of the UN. Security Council, Mr. Mansingh

said India had been effectively campaigning
for its candidature, but clarified that the E.U.
as a body did not decide on such issues.

It was left to individual member-countries
to do that and the issue would possibly be
raised in the bilateral meetings.

On trade and economic issues, Mr. Mans-
ingh said the E.U. was India’s largest trade
partner, a major contributor of development
assistance, an important source of technology
and a major destination for Indian service pro-
viders. There was immense untapped poten-
tial for further building upon the relationship,
he said adding that the India-EU Civil Aviation
Financing Agreement would be signed during
the summit.

Asked about any possible agreement on ter-
rorism, he said it would be discussed by the
leaders and further progress would be decided
later.

Mr. Vajpayee would also pay state visits to
Portugal and Italy. He will be in Italy from June
25 to 27 and in Portugal visit from june 27 to
29. In Rome, the Prime Minister would ad-
dress a business meeting jointly organised by
FICCI and its Italian counterpart while in Lis-
bon, he will address a meeting being orga-
nised by the Confederation of Indian Industry.

During the visits, an agreement with Italy on
tourism promotion will be signed while an-
agreement on investment promotion and pro-
tection would be initialed with Portugal.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

NEW YORK, APRIL 30. South Asia has
emerged as a hub for internation-
al terrorism with Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan providing support to
international terrorist groups,
says the U.S. State Department in
its report on terrorism, a copy of
which was given to The New York
Times. The report, to be released
tomorrow after a briefing by the
administration’s top counter-ter-
rorism official, Mr. Michael Shee-
han, says Pakistan has sent
“mixed messages” on terrorism
by harbouring and aiding terror-
ists including many who are fight-
ing in Jammu and Kashmir.

The U.S. apparently has tough
words for Afghanistan, primarily
related to Osama bin Laden, but it
stopped short of adding Afghan-
istan or Pakistan to the list of na-
tions  sponsoring  terrorism.
Adding a country to the list entails
some sweeping penalties, primar-
ily on the economic front. Mr.
Sheehan said Afghanistan was not
added to the list as Washington
did not recognise the government
there; and Pakistan was excluded
even if its record badly needed
improvement because ‘it is a
friendly state that is trying to tack-
le the problem”.

The report on terrorism is one
of the many “report cards” the
U.S. issues every year. This year,
South Asia has earned the du-
bious distinction of being the ma-
jor hub of international terrorist

activi\ .“The 107-page report lists
the same seven nations the U.S.
has accused since 1993 of aiding
and abetting terrorism — Cuba,
Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Su-
dan and Syria. According to the
paper, when informed of the State
Department report, the Deputy
Chief of Mission at Pakistan’s Em-
bassy, Mr. Zamir Akram, denied
his country had supported or
even tolerated saying Washington
had failed to present evidence to
support such charges.

“If they have evidence they
should share it with us. We are
more of a target and victim of ter-
rorism than the U.S. has ever
been. We need to jointly fight
against terrorism. Charges like
this simply get our backs up,” he
said. A spokesman for the Taliban
in New York also said the admin-
istration had not presented evi-
dence of Afghanistan’s
involvement in terrorism.

The Times says the report is
“severely critical” of Pakistan, a
traditional ally of the U.S. The
Clinton Administration, through
the report, has said that while Is-
lamabad arrested and extradited
several terrorists, it has not stop-
ped support for groups that train
terrorists and refused to close cer-
tain religious schools “that serve
as conduits for terrorism”.

The U.S. has also said there are
“credible reports” that Pakistan
continues to support groups such
as the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen, one

indicts Pak.

of whose leaders was freed fro
an Indian prison in exchange fo
hostages aboard an Indian Aiy
lines plane last year.

The report points to the chang-
ing trends in terrorist activities.
which are increasingly turning re-
ligious and ideological. Besides,
terrorists are now seeking biolog-
ical, nuclear and chemical weap-
ons of mass destruction as also
practising cyber-terrorism.

LTTE claims Pallai

By V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO, APRIL 30. Taking Sri
Lanka's northern offensive closer
to Jaffna, the LTTE today claimed
control over Pallai, a crucial town
north of Elephant Pass.

The rebels, in a statement, said
the well-fortified garrison town
fell this evening around 6 p.m. af-
ter 12 hours of fighting,

“The special commando units
of the LTTE, backed by heavy ar-
tilery and mortar bombard-
ments, launched a multi-pronged
attack on the central military base
at Pallai in the early hours of the
morning,” the release said, add-
ing “after intense fighting, the
commandos stormed into the
military base.”

There has been no comment
from the Government on the lat-
est situation and telecommunica-
tion links with Jaffna have
remained severed for over a week.
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Pallone for UWdeclare

Pakistan a téﬁyrist State

N C'Menon
Washington, May 4

\
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“4ONGRESSMAN FRANK PaNone,
Jr., New Jersey Democrat
- founder of the Congressional IAdia
Caucus, yesterday welcomed the clear
established in the latest State Departmeyt
report on terrorism between Pakistan and

official support for terrorist activities.

Pallone stressed that the US Administra-
tion must be prepared to follow through
with the threat of declaring Islamabad a
State sponsor of terrorism.

“One of the most dramatic findings of the
report is that Pakistan, traditionally an ally
of the United States, is guilty of providing
safe haven and support to international ter-
rorist groups,” Pallone said. “At the begin-
ning of this year, I introduced legislation
calling on the State Department to declare
Pakistan a terrorist State. I believe that the
information made public this week gives
added urgency to that effort.”

The Congressman hoped that reason
would prevail in Islamabad and that the
Pakistani Government would see that the
result of its present course would be
increased isolation from the world commu-
nity. “If not, then we must be prepared to
follow through and declare Pakistan a State
spsonsor of terrorism with all of the stigma

nd isolation that goes with such a declara-
tion,” he said. Pallone also drew particular
attention to a warning issued this week by
Ambassador Michael Sheehan, State
Department Coordinator for Counter-ter-
rorism that “for State sponsorship or the
designation of foreign terrorist organisa-
tions, you can do it any time of the year.”

President Clinton, during his recent trip to
South Asia, had tried to appeal to the
Pakistani military junta to cease support for
terrorist organisations and activities, Pallone

noted. “The pressure on Pakistan must be -

maintained and strengthened. Pakistani .
leaders should be reminded that the threat

that their country could be designated as a .

terrorist State is a real one that could be -
invoked at any time.”

Pallone pointed out that India had been
the prime victim of terrorism emanating
from or supported by Pakistan. “Thus, in
keeping with the State Department’s stated
policy, we should strive to work much more
closely with India, a democracy, on countert-
errorism efforst,” he urged.

The State Department report points out,
incidentally, that last November, after the
UN authorised sanctions against the
Taliban, terrorists launched a coordinated
rocket attack against the US embassy, the
American Centre and the UN offices in
Islamabad.
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Congress hearing on

Pak, Afghan terrori
threats demanded "\

N. C. Menon ( U\)\m’v—
Washington, May 5 \\ \

CONGRESSMAN ROBERT
Wexler, member of the House
International Relations

Committee as well as the Asia
Pacific sub-committee, has joined
the rising ranks of those seeking a
full Congressional hearing on the
terrorist threats emanating from
Pakistan and Afghanistan, as
detailed in the latest State
Department terrorism report.

"I am increasingly concerned
about the developments in
Pakistan, including the prolifera-
tion of terrorist organisation that
threaten the US, India and our
allies in the. region,” the
Congressman said in a letter to
House International Relations
Committee Chairman ‘Benjamin
Gilman. "It is deeply troubling that
the Government of Pakistan allows
terrorist organisations to operate
training camps and bases unhin-
dered in its territory and provides
political and logistical support for
several of these rogue groups,
including Harkat-ul-Ansar, which
the State Department declared a

Ny e

"

foreign terrorist organisatidp in
1997, and which has been linked to
the Indian Airline hijacking."

Wexler wrote that he believed a
full committee hearing would pro-
vide the proper forum to review
the threat of terrorism in S. Asia.

Meanwhile, State Department
spokesman Richard Boucher said
yesterday in a response to a ques-
tion that the US policy on South
Asia, with regard to "the issues and
the situation there", had been quite
clearly explained and articulated
during President Clinton's visit to
the sub-continent, both by the
President and others. There was
no change in that position.

In response to another question,
Boucher also recalled that when he
was in Bangladesh, President
Clinton had told Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina that the US had
been seeking the removal from the
US of the three indivduals, who
had been convicted in the 1975
murder of Bangladesh President
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The case
was still being adjudicated. Clinton
had also proposed that the US and
Bangladesh negotiate an extradi-
tion treaty to handle such issues.
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Hostage to terror, ..
G g o

Q-

THE RHILIPPINES is no strghg\er\/z guerrilla violence and
separatit movements. What is intriguing is that while the guer-
rillas of \the Left, Right and various religious persuasions in
neighboukng countries have either been marginalised or co-
opted in the national mainstream, in the Philippines just the
opposite hay happened. New separatist groups have emerged.
Some of thedn are heavily armed. Besides, Muslim separatist
groups are active in southern Philippines fighting for the estab-
lishment of an Islamic state in the Mindanao region.

At this moment, the Estrada government is wrestling with
three kinds of hostage crises. However, what has grabbed inter-
national attention is the kidnapping of 21 people, mostly
Malaysians, Europeans and South Africans on April 23 from the
Malaysian holiday resort of Sipadan. Masterminded by the
dreaded Abu Sayyaf rebel force, the extremists have demanded
the release of three Islamic prisoners, including Ramzi Yusaf,
who was responsible for the 1993 bombing of the World Trade
Centre in New York. Muslim guerrillas are also holding 27
Filipinos hostage since March 20 on the island of Basilas and
the separatist Moro Islamic guerrillas kidnapped 70 civilians
after abandoning peace talks last Sunday. Despite this three-
pronged attack, military operations have failed to achieve a
breakthrough and the government is under intense pressure.

Muslim separatists say they are fighting for the establishment
of a separate Islamic identity in a predominantly Catholic coun-
try. But the high profile which the guerrilla groups have main-
tained and the kind of nexus they have forged with an interna-
tional network of Islamic terrorists have added an ominous
dimension to the recent events. By all indications, Islamic terror-
ism seems to have moved east, with India, Russia and the Central
Asian republics all wrestling with religion-inspired terrorism.

Meanwhile, the prime concern of the Estrada administration is to
secure the release of the hostages. It is under considerable interna-
tional pressure not to use force. The authorities have done well to
reject the kidnappers’ demand seeking the mediation of a UN rep-
resentative, but the deadlock has become all the more difficult to
break. As of now, an early end to the hostage crises appears unlike-
ly. While President Estrada is facing severe odds domestically,
there is no doubt that if his government fails this acid test, its cred-
ibility might hit a new low.
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COMPETITIVE TERRORISM
S Hostages in the thppmes Ly ed

H ‘heskage crisis unravelling in the southern Philippine
1s nds o Jolo and Basilan has come to acquire a larger

ings, is the smaller of two separatist Islamic guerrilla
ps and, judging from its behaviour pattern, far less
regponsible. This may actually be competitive terrorism. The
Mpro Islamic Liberation Front is bigger, better organised and
has the ear of the government. Abu Sayyaf wants a piece of
e market and is, obviously, willing to go to greater lengths
than its bigger rival. The group was founded in 1991 by an
Afghan veteran and is said to receive money from Osama bin
J Laden. Their speciality is bombing buses and shops and
| rolling grenades down the aisles of cathedrals, the idea being
to kill indiscriminately to attract maximum attention.

Their demands are incoherent. There was some talk of a
ransom of $2 million and release of three people, probably all
of them radical Islamists, in the United States, among them
Ramzi Yousef of the World Trade Centre fame. But the main
objective in seizing foreign tourists from the Malaysian island
of Sipadan on April 23 was to get the whole world involved in
their desperation. They have succeeded. Media coverage so far
has been lavish, especially on the plight of the foreigners.
Harrowing tales of water-borne diseases, cramped living con-
ditions and bad food are coming out of Jolo daily. Filipinos
. would be expected to weather all that much better. This is not

being uncharitable. There are schoo!l children being held in

Basilan, the camp was under attack from government troops,

but less attention has been paid to it so far.

Army action so far has been counter-productive. Some
hostages have escaped, some have also been killed. Abu
Sayyaf is a small, nasty group with no big political stake,
which is what makes them dangerous. They have nothing to
lose and wun’t hesitate to kill. This probably calls for a clean,
commando operation, instead of a full-scale Army offensive,
unless the governments in question have decided that lives
can be sacrificed in order to defend a principle.
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Russia, US tell Taliban

to hand over Bi
WD RN

Moscow, May 27 U (N

% ™4 USSIA AND the US today
s called on Afghanistan's rul-
bing Taliban militia to hand
over suspected terrorist master-
mind Osama Bin Laden and dis-
mantle 'terrorist' training camps.

In a joint statement issued by the
Russian Foreign Ministry, Moscow
and Washington expressed 'serious
concern' at the Afghan conflict and
the 'taliban's support for terror-
ism',

The declaration followed talks in
Moscow between Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister  Alexander
Losyukov and Us Assistant
Secretary of State for South Asian
Affairs Karl Inderfurth.

Bin Laden is blamed by US for
the 1998 twin bombings of
American embassies in East Africa
in which more than 220 people
were killed, The US has been
demanding the Taliban to expel

= -

him to stand trial. A

\\ Moscow accuses Bin Lader and
the Taliban of training Cheghen
rebels fighting Russian forces in
the breakaway republic of
Chechnya.

This week it threatened to launch
pre-emptive air strikes against sus-
pected terrorist camps on Afghan
soil, but the US has urged Moscow
not to widen the Chechen conflict.

Both countries said the Taliban
militia, who control 80 per cent of
Afghanistan and are fighting a
northern opposition alliance head-
ed by Ahmad Shah Masood, must
respect UN resolutions on a 'polit-
ical solution to the afghan crisis',

1f the Taliban “continue to ignore
the opinion of the international
community, this could require the
UN Security Council to look at
fresh measures,” against Kabul,
they said.

Russian warning: Russia has
warned Afghan Thlibans to either

n Laden

stop training militants to send
them to Chechnya or face
reprisals,

Russian news agency Interfax,
quoting a high ranking Kremlin
source said the strike will follow as
soon as political decision is taken
by the Kremlin. It hinted the oper-
ation will be carried out by the Air
Force. It added that the use of land
forces is not planned.

"Russia is now ready to cope up
with international terrorism, The
General Staff of the armed forces
has already selected its first foreign
target - the Taliban bases in
Agghanistan," daily Izvestia report-
ed.

But the general staff is well
aware that the Talibans possess up-
to-date air defence systems that
can knock down any aerial tar-
get.Besides, the taliban pilots fly
russian made 'mikoyan-gure-
vich'mig fighters, defence sources

have said. (AFP y)/
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ittery bin Laden

«~ replaces guards "

Peshawar, May 28 (Reuters):
Saudi exile Osama bin Laden,
fearing infiltration by US intelli-
gence, has replaced his Arab body-
guards in Afghanistan with Pak-
istanis and Bangladeshi mili-
tants, according to Pakistani offi-
cials.

They said bin Laden, one of
America’s most wanted men, re-
cruited about three dozen Pakista-
nis and Bangladeshi militants be-
longing to  Harakat-ul-Mu-
jahideen, a Kashmiri militant out-
fit itself accused of involvement in
terrorism.

Bin Laden, accused of master-
minding the 1998 bombings of US
embassies in Africa which killed
more than 200, made the changes
after the arrest in Afghanistan
last month of a Syrian and an Iraqi
who said they were working for
US and Israeli intelligence.

The Taliban said that 22-year-
old Syrian Abdur Rhaim and an
Iragi known only as Arkan con-
fessed that they were recruited in
the United Arab Emirates.

“Our mission was to collect in-

formation about Arabs in
Afghanistan, bin Laden’s where-
abouts and his ties with the Tal-
iban,” Rahim told journalists who
met him in jail where he and his
Iraqi colleague await trial under
Taliban Islamic law.

Pakistani officials said the ar-

but there were no restrictions on
his movements. Witnesses said he
moves between Logar and War-
dak provinces and rarely visits
the Taliban’s spiritual capital of
Kandahar. “He is a man on the
run,” said one official.

According to Pakistani gov-

rests prompted bin
Laden to dismiss a
bodyguard formed of
Arab militants and re-
place them with men
from a training camp
he helped set up at

Rishkor, south of
Kabul.
“The Pakistanis

and Bangladeshis are
more committed ideo-
logically and it would
be a year at least before
they too are infiltrated or ap-
proached by the various intelli-
gence agencies seeking informa-
tion,” said a Pakistani official.
They said bin Laden had been
rendered ineffective by a commu-
nication ban placed on him by the
Taliban to deflect US criticism,

Osama: ‘Ontherun’

ernment officials, he
has recovered from a
kidney ailment with
the help of an Iraqi
doctor and two assis-
tants who reached
Afghanistan in Janu-
ary. They said bin
Laden was now beset
by depression and
poor nerves because
he feared his Taliban
hosts might surrender
him to stand trial.

Afghanistan’s supreme ruler,
Mullah Mohammad Omar, whose
failure to hand over bin Laden to
stand trial prompted UN trade
sanctions last November, strongly
denied at the weekend that there
were any terrorist training camps
in Afghanistan.
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« global terrorism

By C. Raja Mohan

BEUING, MAY 29. Recognising that
they are not political rivals, India

and China today agreed to take a -

longer view of their bilateral rela-
tions and move towards greater
cooperation on global issues, in-
cluding the war against interna-
tional terrorism.

In their meeting here today, the
President, Mr. K. R. Narayanan,
and the Chinese leader Mr. Jiang
Zemin, were one in asserting that
there can be no justification for
using terrorism as a political tool.

After a formal ceremonial wel-
come to Mr. Narayanan at the

China agamst

the tone for his intensive consul-
tations with the Chinese leader-
ship beginning today.

Mr. Jiang focussed on the im-
portance of the two nations tak-
ing “a strategic perspective” of
bilateral relations. He repeatedly
stressed the need for a longer
view by “scaling heights and a
looking afar.”

Mr. Narayanan’s emphasis was
on moving Sino-Indian relations
away from the notion of “‘compe-
tition” towards “cooperation.”

He raised India’s concerns
about international terrorism and
called for Chinese support to the
Indian diplomatic efforts to get

The President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, inspects a Guard of Honour
with the Chinese President, Mr. Jiang Zemin, (left) at the
Tiananmen Square in Beiling on Monday. — AP

Tiananmen Square, the two lead-
ers went into talks that lasted well
beyond the scheduled two hours.
T met initially with a few se-

ct aides and later with full dele-
gations. Briefing the press here
after the talks, senior officials in
the Indian delegation said the
talks were “‘very warm and friend-
ly.” They added that the personal
chemistry between the two lead-

ers, who have met twice before,

was “‘excellent.”

Mr. Narayanan enjoys a very .

special position here as an “old
friend of China,”

and this has set -

the international community ac-
cept a comprehensive convention
on international terrorism.

Although the Chinese position
is similar to that of India, Beijing
had been somewhat reluctant to
stand up in opposition to interna-
tional terrorism along with India,
given the context of India’s poor
relations with Pakistan and the
“all weather friendship”* between
Beijing and Islamabad. But today,
China for the first time at the
highest political level came out
forcefully against terrorism and
called -for greater international

cooperation in combpting the
menace. Mr. Jiang, hovever, was
measured enough not| to make
any specific references to Pakis-
tan. The discussion on terrorism
was part of a broader discourse
on international issues, where
both India and China have many
converging interests. One of them
was the need to create a world of
many powers and limit the dan-
gers of dominance by just one
state, the United States.

India and China also agreed on
the need to reform the structures
of the United Nations and expand
the Security Council to make it
more representative. Mr. Naraya-
nan reaffirmed India’s claim to a
permanent seat in the UNSC; but
the Chinese leader stopped short
of extending support.

Sources in the delegation said
the two sides were honest enough
to express their respective con-
cerns. Mr. Narayanan conveyed
India’s sense of urgency in find-
ing an early resolution of the
long-standing boundary dispute
between the two nations.

Mr. Jiang, counselled ‘“pa-
tience” in dealing with a problem
that has been “left over by histo-
ry.” Mr. Narayanan insisted that
inherited problems need to be re-
solved and ““must not be left over
for history.”

Mr. Jiang referred to the Chi-
nese concerns on the “splittist”
activities of the Dalai Lama, the
spiritual leader of the Tibetan
people who has taken shelter in
India more than four decades
ago. Mr. Narayanan reaffirmed
the Indian position that Tibet was
a national autonomous region
within China and that New Delhi
did not allow political acnvmes by
the Dalai Lama.

Mr. Jiang appreciated New Del-
hi’s “prudent attitude and proper
handling” of the unannounced
arrival of the Karmapa from Tibet
late last year. But he was appre-
hensive that the Dalai Lama and
other anti-Chinese groups would
“exploit” the presence of Karma-

pa in India. The Chinese Presi- -

dent did not raise the question of
India’s nuclear tests that derailed
bilateral ties two years ago. The
very fact that China has decided
to roll out the red carpet for Mr.
Narayanan is being seen here that
China is ready to put the nuclear
issue aside despite the contmumg
differences Bn the subject. On its
part, the Indian side, too, did not
touch upon the issue of Chinese
support for Pakistan’s nuclear
and missile programmes. These
issues are already under consid-
eration in the bilateral dialogue
that began earlier this year.

U.S. shadow: Page 13
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o
crap this clause

draft of the Prevex% errorism Bill, which is

supposed to succeed the outlawed Terrorist and
Disruptive Activities (TADA) Act, has draconian mea-
sures which must be scrapped immediately. The draft
asks journalists to inform the police, ‘as soon as reason-
ably practicable’ any information'he or she might have
about terrorist activities. A failure to report is punishable
with imprisonment of up to one year. It also gives the
police the power to demand from journalists any informa-
tion deemed to be related to terrorist activities. If this is
withheld, journalists can be summarily jailed for a period
up to three years. People voluntarily disclose information
about impending terrorist acts, without being obligated by
law to do so. In any case, abetting crime is a punishable
offence under existing law. So the new wrinkle in the draft
Bill is unnecessary and possibly dangerous. Indian judi-
cial processes are slow, administration corrupt and dis-
cretionary. So the law will be vulnerable to abuse, imper-
iling media freedom.

That can happen because of several reasons. One, pro-
tecting a source who wishes anonymity is a cornerstone of
good journalism. This way, media builds up trust, break-
ing more stories than it would have been able to without
the cooperation of these sources. The draft Bill erodes the
foundation of this relationship of trust between source
and reporter. Two, it confuses the roles of administrators
like the police and investigating agencies, with that of
journalists. The latter is supposed to get information and
broadcast or publish i, so that society is better informed.
It is the job of the former to investigate crimes, including
terrorism, and bring culprits to book. The two roles are
mutually exclusive. Mixing them up by forcing journalists
to collaborate with the police is a mistake. The police and |
investigating agencies are paid by taxpayers to enforce the
law, not to encroach on the freedom of individuals or the
press. The draft, now circulating among parties and state
governments, has to be sent back. And the offending sec-
tions deleted. J

L
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l ‘must’ hold direct talk

with Taliban on Osama 4

-
Islamabad, April 13 ¥4 ‘

PAKISTAN HAS asked the United
States to directly hold talks with
the Taliban Government in
Afghanistan on the issue of hand-
ing: over of international terrorist
Osama Bin Laden to stand trial for
boambings of American embassies
ig"Nairobi and Tanzania.

Interior Minister Lt Gen (Retd)
Mainuddin Haider, who returned
from a visit to the US and Britain
yesterday, told reporters that "the
FBI officials raised Osama's issue.
1 told them to hold direct talks with
the Afghan Government."

He said that he assured them
that Pakistan would help them in
the talks. "Osama Bin Laden is not
in, Pakistan but he is living in

Afghanistan, which i an
Independent and sovereign| coun-
try," he said, adding he woulll raise
the issue of terrorism \ with
Afghanistan Interior Minister

when he ViSI}s Pakistan later this

month. g na

He said J Mould vidit
Afghanistan next month for follo
up talks on host of issues.

"I will urge Afghan Government
to close down all kind of training
camps for  Pakistanis in
Afghanistan," Haider said. (PTI)
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_Andia, France may join}lyj/'ight W

P/:\RIS: India and France are con- over the present status of New Del-  relations with China and Russia.

templating setting up of a joint
wdrking group on terrorism.
e matter was discussed
talks President K.R. Narayanan
hafl 'with his French counterpart
Jagques Chirac and Prime Minister
Lionel Jospin, official sources said,
adding that the French side was
willing to consider the matter.

Sources said during the talks th
French leaders expressed concer

Sy

hi’s relations with Islamabad but
did not press for any specific dia-
logue with Pakistan.

Mr Narayanan informed the
French leadership that India was
willing to resume dialogue with
Pakistan provided Islamabad
stopped cross border terrorism to
create an atmosphere conducive
for talks. The President also briefed
he French leadership about India’s

On Sino-India relations, the Pres-
ident said that “They are at ease
and fairly stable” especially after
the visit of external affairs minister
Jaswant Singh to Beijing recently.

The entire gamut of bilateral and
international relations came up for
discussions between the two sides
with Mr Narayanan favouring a
multi-polar world, a view endorsed
by the French leaders, the sources

said. The French side urged India to
sign the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) and supported New
Delhr’s claim for a permanent seat
in an enlarged UN security council.

About U.S. President Bill Clin-
ton’s recent viSit to India; the Presi-
dent informed the French leader-
ship that it would benefit Indo-U.S.
relations. ety
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/Vgorists gun down J:
ikhs in Anantpur .

Our Political Bureau ’\ﬂ/
NEW DELHI 21 MARCH

KASHMIRI MILITANTS on

Tuesday sent a “we are here
to cleanse Kashmir” mes-
sage to the visiting US President
by gunning down 35 Sikhs in
Chhattisinghpura  village of
Anantnag district hours before he
commenced his five-day tour of
the country.
The incident brought the Indo-
US dialogue on countering cross-
border terrorism into sharp focus
with Mr Bill Clinton expressing
outrage at the brutal killings and
acknowledging the “tremendous
suffering” that India had been
undergoing.
Violence broke out a little after
9 p.m. on Monday night when as
many as 50 heavily-armed mili-
tants — suspected to belong to the
two leading terrorist outfits,
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) and Hizbul

The Economic Times
7 2MAR 2D

mideen — swooped down on
the Sikh-dominated village and
opkned fire on the menfolk after

militants have targeted
the Sikh families residing in the
Jammu region. Until now, the
“ethnic cleansing” of Kashmir
was limited to eliminating the
Hindus including Kashmir
Pandits.

The minority community was
massacred in several incidents
including the one at Wandhama
(25 Kashmir Pandits killed),
Udhampur (27  Hindus),
Champnari in Doda (25 Hindus)
and Rajouri and Udhampur (20
Hindus killed in 3 separate inci-
dents). The timing of the latest
massacre — the worst in terms
of the casualty figures —
ensured that it got the utmost
international attention.

President
condemns
killings, Oppn
attacks Centre-

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELH! 21 MARCH (R
PRESIDENT K.R. Narayanan, on
Tuesday, led the country in edn-
demning the massacre of 35 Sikhs
in Anantnag district of Jammu
and Kashmir on Monday night
even as Opposition parties, while
joining in, also made a strong
attack on the Union and state gov-
ernments for their “inability -and
incompetence” to provide safety
and security to residents of
Jammu and Kashmir. .

The pre-meditated incident,
obvisusly timed and carried dut
meficulously with the intention
of /coinciding with US President

11  Clinton’s  visit "/to
attracted international
attention with world leaders
strongly condemning the killings.

Expressing her anguish at the
barbaric act, leader of Opposition,
Ms Sonia Gandhi, said the carnage
had exposed the inability of the
governments at the Centre and
state to provide security.

“It is obvious that in spite of
tall claims, the militants have
succeeded in unleashing a
reign of terror and seem to be
sowing death and destruction
at will.” The Congress party
also called for a probe by a judi-
cial commission to fix responsi-
bility for the security lapses.

. The President also made a
public appeal to the internation-
al community for recognising

. P

¢ the dangers of terrorism.



Terrorism tops his Pak. agenda

y Amit Baruah 0 f\//\’as saying that Mr. Clinton would

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 24 The “core”
issue of Pakistani support to ter-
rorism will occupy centre-stage in
talks between the visiting U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, and
the Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, tomorrow.

Mr. Clinton, who arrives in Isla-
mabad around noon tomorrow
from Mumbai, will be the first
American President to visit Pakis-
tan, albeit for five hours, in the

| last 31 years. Apart from terror-

ism, the U.S. President’s agenda
includes non- proliferation, re-
gional peace and respect for the
Line of Control (LoC).

The U.S. President's recent
statement on the involvement of
some elements of the Pakistani
Government in violence in Kash-
mir and the remarks made by his
National Security Adviser, Mr.
Sandy Berger, reflect the very, ve-
ry serious concerns that the U.S.
has about Pakistan.

“It’s a dangerous area, and
we're worried about Pakista-
n...It'’s a country with deep-seat-
ed problems. It has terrorist
groups that are operating out of
Pakistan, and 1 think in some
ways one of the great dangers in
this region is the potential failure
of Pakistan...” Mr. Berger was
quoted as telling American re-
porters in Jaipur. The message
from Mr. Clinton will be : “You've
got to decide what’s important
here in terms of your own future.”

The U.S. official stated that Pa-
kistan’s military rulers “obses-
sion” with Kashmir could prove
“very, very damaging’ to their
country and could possible lead
to its collapse. He was also quoted

urge the Pakistani leadership to
“create some conditions” to
bring India back to the negotiat-
ing table.

After arriving at the Pakistan Air
Force (PAF) base at Chaklala near
Islamabad, Mr. Clinton is sched-
uled to visit the Aiwan-e-Sadar to
meet the President, Mr. Rafiq Ta-
rar. The U.S. President will then
have a working lunch with Gen.
Musharraf where the two will
hold talks and in which each side
will raise their concerns.

The State-run Pakistan Televi-
sion reported this evening that
Mr. Clinton will be addressing the
people of Pakistan live on PTV as
per an agreement with the Mush-
arraf Government. There is no
scheduled press event — the di-
rect address to the people will,
presumably, reflect the Presi-
dent’s concerns. At 5.45 pm to-
morrow evening, the President is
scheduled to depart Islamabad
for Geneva.

Interestingly, an “‘open letter”
written to Mr. Clinton by an
American Task Force on South
Asia had recommended that the
President find an opportunity to
“address the Pakistani people di-
rectly over local media”. Like Mr.
Sandy Berger, the Task Force
stated that Pakistan was a country
in danger of failing.

Among other recommenda-
tions of the Task Force (many of
them seem to have been imple-
mented by the Clinton Adminis-
tration in respect of Pakistan), it
said that privately the President
“should let Pakistan's leaders
know that the United States will
have little option but to designate
their country as a State sponsor of

terrorism (with all that entails in
the way of sanctions under law) if
they do not act more decisively
against this threat.”

It said that Mr. Clinton should
“voice strong criticism of their
(Pakistan’s) provocative posture
toward the Kashmir insurgency,
making clear that they and their
country would not be better off if
Pakistan foments a war over
Kashmir or anything else’".

The depth of American concern
towards Pakistan should come as
an eye-opener for the country’s
military leadership. However, if
recent statements are any indica-
tion Islamabad is unlikely to re-
duce its rhetoric on Kashmir and
will persist in giving vent to the
feeling that it has been “let
down" after the Afghan war by
the U.S.

Protesters arrested

MUMBAI, MARCH, 24. The RPI fac-
tion leader and MP, Mr. Ramdas
Athavale, the city unit Samajwadi
Party chief Mr. Abu Asim Azmi,
the Communist Party’s Ahilya
Rangnekar—all members of rul-
ing Democratic Front alliance in
Maharashtra, were among 1000
arrested today in separate inci-
dents when they staged protest
demonstrations against the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton’s visit
to the metropolis.

Five demonstrators including
two women members belonging
to ‘Clinton Chale Jao committee’,
a Leftist forum, were injured
when police lathicharged them
during a protest demonstration at
Hutama Chowk in south Mum-
bai— PTI
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lﬁnka urges

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, FEB 1

q

IN'IELLECI'UAI.%'
diplomats from several countries
on Tuesday sought enhanced inter-
national cooperation, especially
within the South Asian region, to
jointly combat terrorism and im-
pose sanctions against states spon-
soring militancy.

“Some governments allow ter-

rorist groups to operate within
their countries..... they are not con-

cerned about the lives of people in-

and\

A

y country,” Sri Lankan

Seeking increased cooperation
between India and Sri Lankain this
regard, Moonesinghe  said,
SAARC nations, to begin with,
should exchange information and
intelligence focusing on the move-
mentof terrorists and cross-border -
terrorism. “India, Sri Lanka and
the United States have declared
LTITE a terrorist organisation.

Why can’t we get together (to fight
it)? India has requested extradition
of (LTTE chief) Prabhakaran, we

7 also want him and so do the Tamils

as he has got the Tamil political
leadership eliminated,” he said.

In the samé vein, former Indian
High Commissioner to Britain, L
M Singhvi suggested heightened
international cooperation and
drafting of a “world charter”
against terrorism.

Singhvi also sought “punitive
sanctions” including confiscation
of properties of terrorists and even

NDIAN EXPRESS

~ 1768 1M

C'group to combat terrorism

“those states whlch sponsor them”.
Singhvi said there was “an
emerging common resolve”, the
world over to fight terrorism and
called for “political will of the
world community and support of
the world powers” in this direction.
Castigating “certain govern-
ments” for aiding, abetting, financ-
ing and sponsoring terrorism, he
suggested creation of an interna-
tional court of justice to specifically
deal with terrorist crimes. “Peace
cannot be secured without free-
dom from fear.” Singhvi said.
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India to brief US about Pak

support to terrorism

Shishir Gupta
New Delhi, February 3

GAS
v \
ALY

INDIA IS going to furnish the United States dgtails of
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism in Kashmir and other
parts of the country during the first meeting pf the
Joint Working Group (YWG) on counter-terrorism, to
be held in Washington on February 7-8.

Government sources said the Indian delegation will
share with their US counterparts the extent of "proxy
war" being waged by Pakistan in the state of Jammu
and Kashmir. The Indian officials will also give
exhaustive details about the activities of pan-Islamic
terrorist groups such as the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
and Laskar-e-JToiba, who are involved in subversive
activities. The US side will also be apprised about the
increasing involvement of foreign mercenaries,
including those from Afghanistan in terrorist violence
and recent suicidal attacks on the Indian security
forces in Kashmir.

The Indian delegation will be lead by Mr Alok
Prasad, Joint Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs,
while the US delegation will be headed by
Ambassador Micheal Sheehan, Chief Coordinator on
Counter-Terrorism.

The Indian team includes Mr Dinkar Srivastava,
Joint Secretary, MEA, Mr Rakesh Hooja, Joint
Secretary (Internal Security) and two other counter-
terrorism experts. .

Indian Foreign Secretary Lalit Mansingh will arrive
in Washington on February 8 to hold talks with Under
Secretary (Political Affairs) Thomas Pickering. He
will leave for New Delhi on February 10.

It is understood that the Indian side will also share

/

intelligence on the activities of groups operating in
Kashmir that are sponsored by Saudi fugitive Osama
bin Laden. There is evidence that terrorists group
such as Al Qida, that is reportedly financed by Osama
bin Laden, has been operating in the Valley. Al Qida
was reportedly behind the rocket attack near the
United States embassy in Islamabad last year.

There is an obvious convergence of interest of the
two sides on this Afghanistan-based leader of terror-
ists for it was Osama bin Laden who openly called for
Jehad (holy war) against United States and India. This
statement was made during the hijacking of the Indian
Airlines Flight 814 to Kandahar.

It is believed that India is keen to reach some sort of
understanding with the US on sharing intelligence
related to activities of pan-Islamic terrorist groups
that are operating out of Afghanistan and Pakistan.
During the JWG, India will also produce evidence to
pinpoint the role of Pakistan and the Taliban in the
recent hijacking of the Indian Airlines flight 814.
Inflammatory anti-India statements made by Harkat
ideologue Maulana Masood Azhar, who was swapped
for the hostages in the hijacking, in Pakistan will also
be put forth by the Indian side to strengthen their
case.

Officials sources said the Indian side will bring to US
notice the problems of cross-border terrorism and ter-
rorist violence so that US President Bill Clinton has a
balanced overview in case he makes a brief stopover at
Islamabad during his forthcoming visit to South Asia.

"It is believed that the terrorist training camps in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and Afghanistan that are
used for directing subversive activity against both the
countries will also feature in the JWG meeting.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
- 4 FEB 200



CIA dubs Pska breeding

ound for terrorism”
gl' -‘flicrg;wsse groupsjr SM

WASHINGTON: Pakistan is a
prime breeding ground for extrem-
1sts and Saudi dissident Osama bin
Laden is still the most wanted
among terrorists “because of the
immediacy and seriousness of the
threat he poses”, the CIA has
warned.

CIA director George J. Tenet told
the senate committee on intelli-
gence on Thursday that “there is
now an intricate web of alliances
among Sunni extremists worldwide,
including North Africans, radical
Palestinians, Pakistanis and central
Asians.” Some of these terrorists, he
said, were actively sponsored by
governments that harbor great an-
tipathy towards the U.S.. Mr Tenet
mentioned Iran as the most active
state sponsor of terrorism.

“Although we have seen some
moderating trends in Iranian do-
mestic policy and even some pubhc
criticism of the security apparatus,”
he said, “the fact remains that the
use of terrorism by official Iranian
organs has not changed since presi-
dent Mohammad Khatami took of-
fice.” He said, “Bin Laden is still
foremost among these terrorists, be-
cause of the immediacy and serious-
ness of the threat he poses. Every-
thing we have learned recently con-
firms our conviction that he wants
to strike further blows against
America.” Indeed, said Mr tenet,
Bin Laden’s organisation and other
terrorist groups were putting in-
creasing emphasis on developing
surrogates to carry out attacks in an
effort to avoid detection. For exam-
ple, the Egyptian Islamic Jihad
(EL]) is linked closely to bin
Laden’s organisation and his opera-
tives located throughout the world,
including in Europe, Yemen, Pak-
istan, Lebanon and Afghanistan.

“We remain concerned,” said Mr
Tenet, “that terrorist groups world-
wide continue to explore how
rapidly evolving and spreading
technologies might enhance the
lethality of their operations. Al-
though terrorists we have preempt-
ed still appear to be relying on con-
ventional weapons, we know that a

chemical, biological, radiplogical,
or nuclear (CBRN) agent$. We are
aware of several instancesfin which
terrorists have contemplated using
these materials.

“Among them is bin Laden, who
has shown a strong interest in
chemical weapons. His operatives
have trained to conduct attacks
with toxic chemicals or biological
toxins,” he added.

Meanwhile, US assistant secre-
tary of state Karl F. Inderfurth has
described India “an emerging eco-
nomic power house and world
power, a dynamic nation forged
from amazing diversity, and a suc-
cessful democracy with over a bil-
lion people” in a lecture. Mr Inder-
furth said Clinton’s planned visit to
South Asia signified a policy of
greater US engagement with coun-
tries of the region but warned that
this would depend a lot on progress
in crucial areas such as nuclear dis-
armament and terrorism.

PTI adds from Islamabad: Gen.
Musharraf said on Thursday that
Indo-Pak tension would escalate if
Clinton skipped Islamabad from
his tour to South Asia, a media re-
port said. Gen. Musharraf, howev-
er, did not elaborate on his state-
ment. The Pakistan foreign office
has also said that an opportunity to
promote peace and stability in the
region would be missed if Clinton
skipped Pakistan.

However, Karachi’s Business
Recorder paper quotes sources as
saying that gen. Musharraf was
planning to hold the referendum
next month. The paper wrote on
Wednesday that preparations for
the event had already begun. It said
“the referendum is planned for
March and aims to acquire the
stamp of public approval to its am-
bitious programme of reforms and
accountability.” The paper said the
basic objective of this referendum
was to deflect international de-
mands that Gen. Musharr.
nounce a time frame
restoration of demo
istan. (agencies)
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terroris

BERLIN: India, on Sunday, dau-
tioned the world commugity
against the growing influence px-
erted by terrorists due to globalia-
tion, and asserted that these “non-
state actors” along with narcotics
and rising small arms trade, posed
the “biggest threat” to peace and
stability in the world.

“Non-state actors have emerged
on the scene, fired by ideologies of
extremism and fanaticism and
equipped with more lethal power.
Globalisation has enabled these ac-
tors, whom I would describe as ter-
rorists, to develop linkages across
continents,” national security advis-
er Brajesh Mishra said.He was re-
ferring to changes in the nature of
armed conflicts at the 36th confer-
ence on security policy at Muniot.

Speaking on the theme “Rising
World Powers in Asia: Implications
for Regional and Global Security”,
Mishra said non-military threats
have assumed “greater salience” as
part of the effects of globalisation.

Noting that challenges facing
Asian countries would be more
complex, Mr Mishra said forces that
brought them together in the global
market place also rendered them
“more vulnerable” to problems that
spanned national borders such as
transnational crime and terrorism.

Ambassador Ronen Sen and Lt
Gen Satish Nambiar, involved in
UN peace keeping operations in
Bosnia, were the other members of
the Indian delegation at the confer-
ence. Mr Mishra told delegates that
the traditional balance of power ap-
proach in Asia, which has never en-
joyed any overarching security
framework would not work. He
suggested evolving a “cooperative
security order” in Asia rooted in
pluralism. “Asia is the crucible in
which a new security order will be
fashioned: an order that will be rele-
vant not only for this continent but
for the rest of the world,” he said.

As New Delhi rediscovers its ex-
tended neighbourhood, central
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and narcotics trade

Asia, the Persian Gulf, the Indian
Ocean and south east Asia, through
greater economic and defence en-
gagements, the role of a secular and
democratic India as a factor of sta-
bility in the Asian continent be-
comes increasingly apparent, he
said. Mr Mishra said within Asia he
would today place China, Japan
and India as the rising “Asian world
powers” with an increasing role in
both economic and security mat-
ters.

While Japan was already a pow-
erhouse, China and India have at-
tributes that would make them sig-
nificant players. That he said was
“The fundamental reason behind
the assessment that the 21st century
will be an Asian century was be-
cause of the rapidly expanding role
of these countries in global affairs.”

Stating that both the U.S. and the
EU have a “vital stake” in Asia, Mr
Mishra said regional and giobal se-
curity is dependent on ties among
rising world powers. 1)



~India, U.S. may devise .,
strategy against terrorism ., -

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, FEB. 7. Terrorism will be the topic
of discussion here today and tomorrow be-
tween senior officials of the Clinton adminis-
tration and India. On a broad scale there is
determination by the United States and India
to join forces and fight the scourge with the
two sides apparently working on details on
how this could be effectively done regionally
and on a global fashion. Terrorism or counter-
terrorism is expected to be high during the
J.S.President, Mr.Bill Clinton’s visit to India
next month.

~ The meeting between senior officials of the
two countries is said to be unprecedented in
the sense that different branches of the gov-
eérnments are interacting on a comprehensive
and serious basis for the first time. This, the
argument here goes, could lead to greater
cooperation on the counter-terrorism front by
way of training and ‘sharing of experience’ in-
ding perhaps on the intelligence front.
‘%0n Tuesday the talks between India and the
United States take on a different level. India’s
Foreign Secretary, Mr.Lalit Mansingh will be
holding formal consultations with very senior
members of the Clinton administration and
&abinet. India’s Foreign Secretary will be
eeting the Under Secretary of State for Polit-
fcal Affairs, Mr.Thomas Pickering;the Depu/ty"'

Secretary of State, Mr. Strobe Talbott, will be
hosting a lunch.

Mr.Lalit Mansingh will also be having a
meeting with the President’s National Security
Adviser, Mr. Sandy Berger. Although the Indi-
an Foreign Secretary’s visit has been passed
off as ‘normal Foreign Office consultations’, it
assumes special significance in the light of
President Bill Clinton’s visit to India. The tast
time there had been official Foreign Office-to
Foreign Office consultations was just prior to
the nuclear tests of May 1998.

In a different context, terrorism is high on
the agenda between the United States and Pa-
kistan as well. In the immediate context the
administration has asked for meaningful steps
to be taken by Islamabad on terrorism, de-
mocracy and non- proliferation if Mr. Clinton
is to include Pakistan in his South Asia pro-
gramme. The Clinton administration wants
official Islamabad to rein in the extremist
groups operating in the area as also putting a
squeeze on the Taliban to deliver Osama bin
Laden.

For the record the administration here has
not formally responded to the distinctions the
top Pakistani General has been making in the
last few days on terrorism and ‘jehad’. Having
said this it also has to be pointed out that
while Washington shares New Delhi’s con-
cerns on the terrorism front on a broad level,it

has not completely signed on to thie BJP agen-
da on this, especially as it pertaine{l to the role
of Pakistan.

For instance the Clinton adminigtration has
been very careful in how it has chhracterised
the brutal hijacking of the Indidn Airlines
Flight 814 from Kathmandu and the sordid
drama that was played out for about a week.
While Washington may have identified groups
such as the Harkat which has definite pro-
Pakistan leanings and backing as having had a
role in the hijacking, the Clinton administra-
tion has made it very clear that there was no
direct evidence of the hand of official Pakistan
in the incident.

Terrorism and the steps Gen. Musharraf is
willing to take will be a factor in deciding
whether Mr.Clinton drops by Pakistan during
his South Asia trip. But what is being empha-
sised in many quarters is that the United
States may not wish to jeopardise its longer
term interests in the region by skipping Pakis-
tan. In fact the Newsweek magazine, quoting
official sources,is making the point that Mr.
Clinton may visit Pakistan irrespective of
whether Islamabad meets American concgsfs
on terrorism fearing that a ‘snub’ might add to
the region’s instability. This is precisely what
many in Pakistan — generals, politicians, angd-
bureaucrats — have been saying, and foy”a
long time.
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U.S. wants Pak lo
take action

WASHINGTON: The Clinton ad-
ministration has made quite clear
to Pakistan its concern about activi-
ties of some terrorist groups which
operate out of or within its territo-
ry, secretary of state Madeleine Al-
bright said. “We have that under
continual review..We have been
concerned about the fact that
groups like the Harkat-ul-Mu-
jahideen which, we believe, was in-
volved in the recent hijacking of In-
dian Airlines (flight) 814, operate in
Pakistan and that they have been a
transit point for terrorists,” she said
during a hearing of the House in-
ternational relations committee
Wednesday.

“We are concerned and we hope
that we can see some action, both in
terms of democracy and dealing
with the terrorist threat,” she said.
Ms Albright said the U.S. had dis-
cussions with the Musharraf gov-
ernment “as we had previously
with the Sharif government. And it
is obviously with our concern about
terrorism and the way that it effects
the whole region, it is something
that has been very important to us.”

“We have been concerned about
Pakistan’s support for the Taliban
who are, in turn, closely linked to
Osama bin Laden. So, we are ac-
tively addressing these issues,” she
stated.

Ms Albright recalled Washing-
ton’s “very important” relationship
with Pakistan and one that, unfor-
tunately, had been interrupted by
the May 1998 nuclear tests as well
as by the action of Gen Musharraf
in toppling the elected government.
“We have consistently urged Gen
Musharraf to move in terms of
some measurable milestones, of a
return to civilian government. We
are watching very carefully how he
reforms the electoral commission
and holds local elections. We want
to see some kind of a public show,
and not just show but real action in
terms of returning to democracy.
And we will continue to support
grass-roots democracy in Pak-
istan,” she added.

Ms Albright said President Clin-
ton had made no decision about in-
cluding Pakistan in his South Asia
visit next month. She was replying
to Congressman Sam Gejdenson
(Democrat) who wanted to know
the U.S. reaction to Gen Mushar-
raf’s action of removing and trying
the elected prime minister. Robert
Wexler (Democrat) asked about
the assurances Pakistan had given
about its efforts to deal with terror-
1S, (UNY)
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Delhi smells

Pak-Taliban Kargil
revenge plot
s e v |

indian Arlines flight iC 814 from Kathmandu to New Dethiis ki-
jacked at <+ 55 prry with 189 passengers on board. The hijackexs
want the plane taken to Lahore. Pakistan initially refuses to ajldw
itto land. The piane lands at Amritsar at 7.20 pm with the pilot
informing ground control that four passengers have been killed.
The hijackers demand fuel. But the plane takes off suddenly
when the tanker approaches. It forcelands at Lahore and after

being refuelled, proceeds to Dubai.

“he hilackers kill Rupin Katyal
Decauss he discbeys them
and e twice They re-
tease 2 angers, alt
womean aid chilldren, and the
Rodv of Rupin Katyal at 6.30
Lt leaves Dubai air-
southiern Afghan city
har ana iands at 8.33
acial aircrat to carry
J passengers arrives
1, leaves and reaches
15 prvi. The hijack-
21 1release of jailed
miiitani eader Masood Azhar. . @
FROM CHANDAN NANDY

New Delhi, Dec. 31: The plot to
hijack the Indian Airlines plane
was hatched by the Pakistani
intelligence and terrorist groups,
with the cooperation of the
Taliban, according to security
agencies.

Two kidnappings of top Indian
politicians or their near ones were
also lined up for the same day.

The plan was worked out over
one month and was aimed at
avenging the Kargil defeat and
publicising the Kashmir issue like
never before.

Indian security agencies have
now largely been able to figure out
how the operation was planned.

Two friendly Western nations
provided intelligence back-up
in the form of communication
intercepts between a Pakistani
station, Kandahar and the hi-
jackers.

The Pakistani Intelligence Bu-
reau, which along with the ISI
carries out intelligence opera-
tions abroad, the top Taliban
leadership and terrorist groups
such as Lashkar-e-Toiba and
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen worked
out the scherpe to hold India to
ransom. Aol

They had planned to hijack
an Indian aircraft originating
from foreign soil and kidnap
either two important personali-
ties or groups of well-known
people from the national political
establishment.

Five of the best terrorists from
the two Pakistan-based outfits
were handpicked for the job. They
were trained to hold out against
international pressure, go with-
out food in extreme circum-
stances and, most important, to
bargain.

For maximum impact, all
three operations were to be con-

A three-member UN teamled
by Erick de Mul leaves for
Kandahar to provide humani-
tarian assistance to the
hostages. A diabetic passen-:
ger, Anil Khurana, is released
by the hijackers after his
health deteriorates. Others are
provided food, water and blan-
kets. The UN delegation, ex-

the airport. There, one hijacker
made a call over a mobile phone,
possibly to the Pakistani
“handler”.

Having sorted out the travel
details, including air tickets and
fake identity documents, the hi-
jackers returned to the airport
and sneaked into the departure
lounge.

Tamrakar’s contacts among
airport authorities helped them
bypass security checks. The tick-
ets were purchased-from Hi-
malayan Travel and Tours and
Gorkha Travel and Tours.

Two Pakistani intelligence
officers, Mohammad Arshad
Cheema and Minhas, working
under cover from the Kathmandu
embassy, provided the back-up.
Cheema, a first secretary in the
mission, visited the airport on
Friday and stayed there for an

hour before rew
embassy. —

Atal puts
forth
36-t0-3
defence

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 31: It was a de-
fensive Prime Minister who ad-
dressed the nation this evening.
Atal Behari Vajpayee lost no
time in using the occasion of mil-
lennium-eve to ensure that his
image, improved since his han-
dling of the Kargil crisis, did not
take a beating due to the hijack.
His speech, delivered with a
tinge of sadness, was largely to
Jjustify the crucial decision of let-
ting off three hardcore militants
in exchange for the hostages.
The Prime Minister told the
nation that he had not paid too
heavy a price. He said his govern-
ment was able to “substantially
scale down their demand” and

cept de Mul, leaves Kandahar
for slamabad. External affairs
minister Jaswant Singh hints
that a team will go to hold ne-

otiations with hijackers.

ducted on the same day.

However, the Kkidnapping
plan was dropped by the Pakis-
tani intelligence possibly because
past abductions in Jammu and
Kashmir had failed to evoke
the desired response from the
Centre.

The sustained militant attacks
on security forces, including the
army, were a precursor to the
hijacking.

After the Kidnappings were
aborted, the initial plan to hijack
an aircraft on December 27 was
advanced to December 24. The hi-
jackers were informed of the
change in plans at “very short
notice”.

“The Pakistanis passed on the
message to the hijackers and di-
rected them to launch the opera-
tion. After all, the logistics
were ready and the plan solid,” a
security official said.

Officials are tightlipped on
whether the hijacking was
brought forward because the Pak-
istanis had found out that an
important Indian official was to
fly to Delhi on IC 814. Travel plans
of the official should have been
secret.

On December 24, five hijack-
ers — identified as Pakistani
nationals, at least one of whom
is an intelligence officer — board-
ed the Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) flight PK-804 and
landed at Kathmandu’s Tribhu-
van International airport at
9.30 am.

They were met at the airport
by a Nepali national. most proba-
bly G.M. Tamrakar. It is bein
checked whether the intelligenc%
officer sneaked out of the hi-
jacked plane either in Dubai or
Kandahar.

Tamrakar, two of whose broth-
ers are top smugglers, took the
five to Kunal Guest House near

reminded people that the hijack-
ers had asked for the release of
36 terrorists. He did not go into
the details of the importance of
the militants released.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed satisfaction with the fact
that the hostages would soon be
back with their families to
“usher in a new year”.

“While dealing with the hi-
jackers,” he said, “the govern-
ment was guided by two con-
cerns: the safety of the passen-
gers and the crew, and the long-

~—term, overall interests of our

country.”

Vajpayee could not avoid giv-
ing this explanation for the mili-
tants’ release. Even before for-
eign minister Jaswant Singh had
returned with the freed hosta-
ges, the Congress and the Left
had started making noises.

The Opposition had said they
would withhold criticism tili the
drama was over. This evening it-
self, they started blaming the
government for compromising
on the nation’s security.

Vajpayee’s message was also
meant for staunch BJP support-
‘ers who swear by national pride.
It was important to dispel possi-
ble misgivings among BJP work-
ers who might have felt that the
government fought shy of tough
decisions in the face of an emo-
tional outcry.

The speech also had a hint of
fresh determination to face the

. menace of terrorism. Vajpayee

described the hijacking as “dia-

, bolic and evil” and insisted that

HE TELEGRAP
= VJAN 20

India would not “spare any ef-
fort to thwart the phenomenon
of terrorism itself”.

This implied the government
would reconsider its anti-terror-
ism programme and make it
much tougher. -

Playing on the sentiments of

e world community, Vajpayee
described terrorism as a “crime
against humanity” and said the
time had come for the world to
“confront this evil to act in con-
cert and crush it”.
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NEW DELHI, Dec. 31. — The
three terrorists whom India
exchanged for the passengers
and crew on board 1C-814 were
instrumental in reviving and
leading the militancy in
Kashmir valley. :

The first secretary-general of
Harkat-ul-Ansar, Mohammed
Masood Azhar was arrested in
early . 1994

~The men India

, U\/\/6N rpn

ased \

| the now defunct 1-Umar. He
i was instrumentil in giving

, boost to violence in the valley

" before being arrested in 1993
» from central Srinagar. Zargear
used to tie hand-grenades on
the bodies of his victims before
blasting the grenades.

One of the five founders of the
terrorist movement in. Kash-
mir, along with JKLF leaders
Yasin Malik and Javed Mir, he

later parted

when he came
to India on a
Portugese pass-
port. He had
sent several
batches of Ka- |
shmiri youths
to Pakistan and |
Afghanistan fo
training.

His visits to B
UP cities were
followed by
communal riots
in Kanpur and
Benaras. He
played a key

role in the
merger of
Harkat-ul-
Mujahedeen

and Harkat-ul-
Jehad-e-Islamia

A Taliban official escorts two of the
hijackers to a car at Kandahar airport
on Friday. — AP/PTI.

ways to form
| his own group.
He is said to
have visited
4 Pakistan and
PoK twice bet-

February 1990.

The 28-year-
old Harkut-ul-
P Ansar topgun,
i Ahmed Umar
Saeed Sheikh
was a British

national of
Pakistani ori-
£ gin. He was

sent to Delhi to
kidnap foreign-
ers to secure
the release of
Masood Azhar

to set up the Harkat-ul-Ansar
in June 1993.

In November 1993, Masood
went to Kenya at the behest of
the Pakistani authorities to
assure Somalian Muslims that
Islamabad would withdraw its
troops from the UN peace-
keeping force, and urged them
to continue their jehad.

Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar (33),
better known as Mushtaq
Latram, is the founder-chief of

and Nasarullah Langaryal.
Sheikh was arrested in October
1994 and lodged at Tihar Jail.
He had masterminded the
kidnapping of three Britons
and an American in 1994. He
had undergone special training
in Pakistan and Afghanistan,
the last being a four-month
special arms training at a
camp near Miransar where his
instructors were from the elite
SSG of the Pakistan Army.

THE STATESMAN
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Hijack reflects terrorist threat
to democracies, says Pallone

q-
N C Menon ny
Washington, December 31

THE HIJACKING of the Indian
Airlines aircraft and the holding of
passengers and crew as hostages is
a reminder of the threat of terror-
ism faced by all democracies,
Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr,
has said. > Y

"T hope this incic*e t'will alert th
world of the threat India faces
from this terrorist movement
(Harkat-ul Mujahedeen),” the
New Jersey Democrat and founder
and former co-
chairman of the
Congressional
India  Caucus,
said. "I believe
Pakistan must be
held accountable for contributing
to this violence and instability.
There should be more pressure
brought to bear on Pakistan to be
part of the solution, instead of
continuing to exacerbate this prob-
lem."

Pallone, who has been one of the
most outspoken voices in Congress
warning of the danger of the
armed separatist movement oper-
ating in Jammu and Kashmir, said
that the hijacking demonstrated
the need for the US to upgrade its
cooperation with India to counter

terrorism. \ |
"At this time, ‘pur foremost
thoughts are with the hostages and
their families," he said. "I appeal to
the hijackers to release the passen-
gers and crew, and I urge the
Taliban authorities to play a help-
fulfole in bringing this crisis to a
aceful conclusion.”
"India and the United States
have both been particularly target-
ed by Osama Bin Laden and the
loose network of militant forces
who share his goals,” Pallone said.
"This is a further indication of the
= need for
increased part-
nership between
the US and India

GHT OF TERROR FiyuEurtvgee

shared threats we
face and devising ways to protect
our citizens in ways consistent with
open, democratic societies.”
Pallone pointed out that the cur-
rent hostage situation was linked
to the militant movement waging a
campaign of terror and violence
against both military and civilian
targets in Kashmir. , :
Although Pakistan has acknowl-
edged its "political and moral” sup-
port for the separatist movement,
Pallone has frequently charged

that Pakistan’ pport goes far

THE HINDUSTAN TiMEd
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Media coverage
unfair: Envoy

AMBASSADOR NARESH
Chandra has expressed disap-
pointment with the reporting in
the US of the Indian Airlines
hijacking and with the media
allowing itself to be used as a tool
in the armoury of terrorists.

The US is the media capital of
the world. It had been said that the
terrorists's best friend is the media
-- without it they were only crimi-
nals, he said. The media had
reported about the demand for the
release of 36 "Kashmiri sepa-
ratists". Except for a Kashmiri
named Zargar, who is a member of
the Harkat-ul Ansar, the others
are Pakistanis.

The demand for money was an
effective propaganda ploy, ensur-
ing that the story hogged front-
page headlines. He said the men-
tion of the hijacking being done by
Sikh terrorists was intended to
manage the media. "It was diaboli-
cal to point the finger at Sikh ter-
rorists," he said. "The hijackers are
in the aircraft, but have a good
earth station which put out these
details. The media should not
swallow everything that is dished
out. HTC, Washington

- 1 1 )



India sharpens
attack on Pak

A third force was
guiding hyjackers™»

'\n/

SO

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 1

-4 termed Pakistan the real perpetrator of the ter-
Arorist act and came out with some more chill-
ing details of the all-Pakistani hijack squad's intention
to blow up the plane with the deadly explosive, RDX.
External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh said that
New Delhi would take up with Islamabad the issue of
extradition of the five hijackers "in an appropriate
fashion at an appropriate time".

Mr Singhsaid that all the five hijackers and the three
freed terrorists had headed for Pakistan after attend-
ing an Iftar at Kandahar. Initial enquiries, he said, had
revealed that all the hijackers were Pakistani nation-
als. The hijackers, the Minister said, had in place plans
to blow up the Indian Airlines aircraft if it was to be
air-borne from Kandahar in the absence of India con-
ceding their demands.

RDX along with other explosives had been placed in
the hold of the plane, he said. It was pointed out that
the lone hijacker to have checked in his luggage, a
suitcase, insisted on retrieving it before leaving the
plane at the end of the hijack drama.

There was a "quantitative and qualitative” change in
the arms the hijackers were carrying, and "AK47s, pis-
tols and grenades also appeared inside the plane," Mr
Singh said while responding to questions.

Significantly, Mr Singh said a "third force” seemed to
be guiding the hijackers. He said it was quite intrigu-
ing that the hijackers were calling off negotiations
time and again and entering "consultations with some-
body, not from the Taliban, as if a third force was
advising them on how to proceed".

The Minister's revelations imply that the Indian
Government had absolutely no choice but to enter the
deal with. the hijackers as a failure of the negotiations
would Have led presumably to the aircraft being air-
borne followed by its blowing up with the hostages.

\DAY after the hijack drama ended, India today|

e’ll arrest them,
says Islamabad

Islamabad, January 1

PAKISTAN TODAY said it would arrest and try the
hijackers of the Indian airliner if they entered the
country. Interior Minister Moinuddin Haider, quoted
by the official APP news agency, said the five hijack-
ers and the three militants freed yesterday, had not
entered Pakistan.

All the eight are, however, believed to have crossed
over to Pakistan from Afghanistan. AP quoted a
Taliban official as saying that the hijackers have
crossed over to the neighbouring country.

Pakistan was almost certainly the destination as it is
realistically the country where they can reach within
10 hours, the deadline given by Taliban to leave the
country. ‘

Leading Pakistani Urdu daily Jung quoting Taliban
Information Minister Abdul Hayee Mutmaeen said
the hijackers had started their journey for Quetta, a
six-houy drive from Kandahar, after sun-set yesterday.

Meanwhile, UN special representative to
Afghanistan Erick de Mul, who was in Kandahar dur-
ing the eight-day crisis said: "I am sure you will hear
something in a few days. They will be spotted some-
where."

Condemnations pour in: The United States, Japan
and some other countries whose nationals were
among the passengers freed, have appreciated the
handling of the crisis by India and said all efforts
should be made to bring to book those responsible for
the act of international terrorism.

No body found: India today denied that any dead body
was recovered from the hijacked plane after it
returned from Kandahar.

Hijacked plane back: The 1C-814 Kathmandu-Delhi
Indian Airlines plane, which endured the eight day-
long hijack drama, finally reached its destination by
touching down at Indira Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA) at 12.20 p.m. today, a report from New Delbi
said. (Agencies)
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PM pushes
for Pak
terror tag

\ /
FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 3: Kicking off
the campaign to isolate Islamabad
internationally for its alleged role
in the hijack, Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee today urged key
world players to chlare Paki
aterrorist state. |

“Pakistan’s ac!ive and sus-
tained role in fomenting terror-
ism in India is now too obvious to
be overlooked by the internation-
al community. India, therefore,
strongly urges major nations of
the world to declare Pakistan a
terrorist state. Qur government
will work systematically towards
this objective,” PTI quoted Vaj-
payee as saying in Pune.

This is the first time that the
Prime Minister has publicly stat-
ed that Pakistan should be tagged
a terrorist nation. The statement
indicates that Delhi, smarting
under the humiliation of having
to release three hardcore milita-
nts, is bent on turning up the heat
on Pakistan for what it perceives
as its complicity in the hijack.

Islamabad scoffed at Vajpay-
ee’s call, saying it was intended to
build a strategic relationship with
the US. By doing so, Pakistan for-
eign minister Abdus Sattar said,
“India no doubt wants the world
opinion to ignore its abhorrent
record of state terrorism”.

The five hijackers and the
three released militants reported-
1y crossed over into Quetta, the
Pakistani town six km by road
from Kandahar.

Coinciding with the Prime
Minister’s global appeal, US De-
mocrat Congressman Gary Ack-

erman sald the hijack form
part of a ‘“hegemonistic” cam-
paign by certain sections in Islam-
abad to “dismember” Delhi.

“It is time the US sent a clear
message that the administration
will not tolerate terrorism of any
variety or hue in any part of the
world,” he said.

Washington, in the past, has
kept Pakistan on its terror watch-
list — which includes countries
suspected of encouraging or sup-
porting terrorism. But so far it
has not declared Pakistan a ter-
rorist state.

India has claimed it will short-
ly table direct and circumstantial
evidence to establish that the hi-
jack trail leads to Pakistan. Na-
tional security adviser Brajesh
Mishra has said that Delhi will
make public some of the mes-
sages intercepted during conver-
sations between the hijackers and
Pakistani officials.

During the standoff, foreign
minister Jaswant Singh had
pointed the needle of suspicion at
Islamabad, saying all the hijack-
ers-were Pakistani nationals.as
were the militants whose release
they had demanded.

Officials are also trying to
trace the role played by a Pak-
istani first secretary in its em-
bassy in Kathmandu. The diplo-
mat, who heads the consular sec-
tion in the mission, was reported-
ly seen entering Tribhuvan air-
port when passengers of Flight IC
814 were called to check in. The of-
ficer was reported to have entered
the check-in zone with a suitcase.

terrorists.
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Declare Pak a rogue statc: i PM

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA 5\ \

PUNE, Jan. 3. — Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee today said
India would work towards get-
ting Pakistan declared a terror-
ist state.

In the city to inaugurate the
87th Indian Science Congress,
the Prime Minister urged
major nations to declare
Pakistan a terrorist state for
its role in fomenting terrorism
in India. “I hope the US would
take an initiative.”

On the hijack crisis, he said
all the available information
made it clear that it was an
“integral part of the Pakistan-
backed campaign of terrorism”.
The hijackers and their “men-
fors”, he said, had planned to

\

ommandos in alr

CALCUTTA, Jan. 3. — The
gowernment started deploy-
ing\commandos in several
Indign Airlines flights from
today, said a Calcutta
Airport official. Commandos
have also been positioned at
the airport and will be put
aboard Air India flights, say
officials. The Prime Minister
today said in Pune that the
government was considering
such a move. — SNS

internationalise the Kashmir
issue and isolate India diplo-
matically, but failed miserably.

“If anything got internation-
alised, it was not Kashmir, but

/g\go PM: [\\

the brazen resort to terrorism
by those seeking to break
India’s unity,” he said. “The hi-
jacking has been universally
condemned around the world.
Now the anti-India forces have
got isolated in the eyes of the
world community, vastly fur-
thering India’s long-term inter-
ests.”

He said: “It has strengthened

sthe legitimacy of India’s stand

on Kashmir and simultaneous-
ly shown the world that'
Pakistan’s Kashmir agenda is
not only baseless, but is being
pursued by recourse to terror-
ism which constitutes a patent
threat to global security.”

Even as he took apart

W See PM: page 6
N\ /

(Continued from page 1)

Pakistan for having eNgi-

neered the hijacking, he
on Taliban’s

mum

roie

throughout the crisis. Their
role is yet to be “evaluated;
properly”, he said, but the
Taliban were “helpful” at
Kandahar Airport.

He said there was no dissen-
sion among the ministers ovér

the militants’

release in

exchange for the hostages.

All decisions were taken
unafiimously in the Cabinet
Committee on Security.

Home Minister Mr LK
Advani had also participated
in the decision-making process,
the Prime Minister empha-

sised.
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Freed militants
K: rachl and

Karachl/Muzaffarabad January 5

¥ "3 AKISTANI CLERIC
* Maulana Masood Azhar and

Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar, a
terrorist, who were freed by India
in a deal with the hijackers of an
Indian Airlines plane, have
returned to Pakistan, a source in a
militant group and witnesses said
today.

Maulana Masood Azhar, who
emerged as a central figure in the
hijacking saga, has returned to
Pakistan and spent hours with his
friends at an Islamic seminary in
Karachi, the source at the Harkat-
ul Jihad-el Islami said. The group
was at one time a part of Harkat-
ul-Ansar.

"It is a great feeling to have him
back. He deserved to be back as he
did not commit any crime and is a
Pakistani citizen," the source said.

The source said he knew nothing
about the whereabouts of the five
hijackers, who seized the Indian
Airlines jet on Christmas-eve and
held the passengers and crew
hostage on board for a week.

The hijackers escaped after India
gave in to their demands and
released Azhar, Zargar and

G ‘»M‘"’

hmed Umar Syed Sheikh, a

ritish passport holder.

Azhar's return came two days
after Pakistan's top military
spokesman said the cleric could
return if his Pakistani ldentlty is
established.

"He has a right to come back to
Pakistan but only if he is the gen-
uine one. He has not committed
any offence," Brig. Rashid Qureshi
told reporters here on Monday.

Witnesses in Muzaffarabad, the
capital of Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, said Kashmiri militants
greeted Zargar when he arrived
last night.

Zargar was greeted by members
of the Al-Umar Mujahideen group
(one of several Muslim militant
organisations), the witnesses said.

Zargar, the founder of Al-Umar
Mujahideen, made no comment to

reporters, who had been tipped of

his imminent arrival after the
hijack ended in Kandahar on
December 31.

"No retreat, no surrender is the
slogan of Mushtaq Zargar," said
one banner held aloft by a band of
waiting militants, who had been
expecting his arrival for the past
three days.
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"l cannot express my joy upon
seeing the courageous commander
here among us on this blessed
night. He is really a source of inspi-
ration for us," one militant said.

Tehran: A top foreign ministry
official here has said the hijackers
are not in Iran.

"Rumours about the presence of
the hijackers in Iran are only trying
to deceive the public,” ministry

spokesman Hamid-Reza Asefi said
yesterday, quoted by the official

IRNA news agency.

He did not elaborate about the
rumours.

Meanwhile, in  Islamabad

Pakistani military ruler General
Pervez Musharraf claimed that the
hijackers were not in Pakistan and
termed as “smear campaign"
India's assertion about Islamabad's
involvement in the hijacking.

"The hijackers are not in
Pakistan" and Indian charges are
"baseless”, state-run television
quoted the general as saying.

An External Affairs Ministry
spokesman had, earlier in the day,
said in New Delhi that Pak was
obligated to act to apprehend and
try the five hijackers even if they
made their way to PoK. (Agencies)



Time to declare Pakistan
a terrorist State: Pallone

" ~
N.C. Menon W
Washington, January 5 \v\ V
NOW IS the time for the US and
other major nations to declare
Pakistan a state sponsor of terror-
ism. asserted Congressman Frank
Pallone. Jr, New Jersey Democrat,
here yesterday.

The recently concluded Indian
Airlines hijacking crisis is only the
latest in a long series of incidents
that points to Pakistan's role in
promoting violence and instability
in the region, added Pallone, who
has repeatedly cited Pakistan's
active role in supporting the mili-
tants who have been waging a cam-
paign of terror in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Pallone.  founder of the
Congressional India Caucus, said
he would formalise his request in a
letter to  Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright. Pending a
response  from  the  State
Department, he might draft legis-
lation calling on the State
Department to declare Pakistan a
terrorist state.

Noting  that  the  State
Department had reacted cautious-

ly to Prime Minister Vajpa e&'s call
for Pakistan to be designatdd a ter-
rorist state, Pallone said hq would
continue to press for that status to
be reviewed.

"Besides the terrorist organisa-
tions themselves, those countries
that harbour terrorist organisa-
tions or provide them with techni-
cal, financial, political or other
support should also be held
accountable,” Pallone stated.

There had been reports that a
significant number of the individu-
als involved in the terrorist camps
in Afghanistan are Pakistani
nationals, the Congressman added.
"In recent years, we have seen
some of the most notorious inter-
national terrorists - including those
responsible for the World Trade
Center bombings and the shoot-
ings at the CIA Headquarters -
turning up in Pakistan. Pakistan
actually protested the U.S. military
action against terrorist training
camps in Afghanistan.”

In what he described as "the last
straw” in terms of Pakistan's associ-
ation with terrorist activities,
Pallone cited the recent statement
from National Security Adviser

Brajesh Mishra that Indian intelli-
gence had intercepted radio con-
versations between militant groups
in Kashmir that confirmed
Pakistan’s links to the hijackers.
“Pakistan's response to these seri-
ous charges is to make the absurd
allegation that India engineered
the hijacking of its own citizens,”
Pallone said, adding: “Yet the evi-
dence once again points to at least
some level of association between
Paki and this terrorist incident.”

“The history of the past few years
points to the obvious conclusion
that Pakistan is deeply involved in
the ongoing campaign of terror
afflicting Kashmir, and in terrorist
acts elsewhere,” he continued.

“The military junta that recently
took over in Islamabad has only
acted to increase that widespread
perception.

“I believe that the global struggle
against terrorism may have the
longer-term effect of more closely
uniting India and the United
States, since both of our countries
have been victims of the interna-
tional terrorist movement with
which Pakistan has been ascne’
ed,” Pallone said.
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.
hehijacking of IC 814 has brought
into focus many important is-
sues. The anxiety of the relatives
of the hijacked passengers is un-

derstandable. But it would be better to ed-
ucate the public through the media about
the ways and means of dealing with hos-
tile situations such as these. Offering sym-
pathy and assurances is not enough.

Many people are not aware that during
such events, time is the most important
factor. Gaining time creates opportunities
for gathering information about the ter-
rorists and for developing rescue plans. In-
deed, the first few minutes in hijacking in-
cidents are crucial. Both hijackers and
hostages remain in a very unstable and ex-
citable frame of mind. The reaction of the
terrorists can be extremely unpredictable.
Gradually, they regain some mental equi-
librium. Hence it is essential for the law
enforcement personnel or groups sent for
rescue operations to avoid steps that
might infuriate the hijackers.

Further, the passage of time also helps
in the development of some rapport be-
tween the hijackers and their hostages. A
twist in the relationship between captors
and hostages is often referred to as “Stock-
holm syndrome” (after such an incident
occurred in a Stockholm bank in August
1993). In this phenomeneon, it becomes dif-
ficult for the terrorists to view the
hostages as pawns in their hands with the
passage of time.

They begin to feel concerned about the
wellbeing of the captives. In some cases,
hostages too develop complete sympathy
for the cause of the terrorists. This oc-
curred in the case of Patsy Hearst, the
daughter of the American press baron,
who was abducted by a terrorist outfit.
Thus the chances of the hostages’ survival
improve over time.

However, each such incident is always
different from another. The dynamics of
situations may demand new approaches.
During the seizure of the Iranian embassy
by Arab terrorists in London in May 1980,
the British Special Air Service did a su-
perb rescue operation by storming the
Iranian embassy, thereby releasing 19
hostages. Since the Stockholm syndrome
did not set in, many of the hostages were as
fanatical (in this case, Iranian diplomats
loyal to Ayatollah Khomeini) as the terror-

..///f \\ On
€

ists and were not prepared to yield any

ground. This changed the dynamics of the
situation completely.

Many terrorist groups today are be-
coming aware of this possibility and they
try to stop the development of an under-
standing between themselves and the vic-
tims by blindfolding the hostages or wear-
ing masks themselves.

s abduction and hijacking have be-
A come a major form of terrorist ac-
tivity throughout the world, it is
absolutely necessary for every govern-

ment to have a well rehearsed mechanism

W

the plane of unreason

{ Terrorist activity demands a well informed public

response. The government needs to educate people
about the real nature of terrorism, writes Sankar Sen

in place to deal with such situations in a
trice. Indeed, the police and security
forces in different countries over the past
decade have had to develop special negoti-
ating procedures to cope with such situa-
tions. But no two hostage situations are
alike and there can be no standardized for-
mat, but only guidelines. Each situation
has to be treated as it gradually unfolds.

After the Olympic tragedy in Munich
in September 1972 in which 11 Israeli ath-
letes, five Black September Arabs and one
Munich policeman lost their lives, the
New York police department formulated
elaborate plans and guidelines for dealing
with this new form of criminality. This
was done because of the possibility of sim-
ilar confrontations taking place in New
York City, the headquarters of the United
Nations.

The New York plan, as it has been
called by law enforcement agencies, has
been used effectively in many places in the
US and Canada. The
British police have also

improved and perfected

the techniques for deal- Many terrorists try
to prevent the
development of a
rapport with the

ing with such situations.

It is important to
keep in mind that the ne-
gotiators play a very im-
portant role in the

havioural patterns. 'l‘hén?otlators can
keep the captors occupied of distract their
attention, if assaults become necessary.
An important principle to go by is that the
captors should not be promised anything
till they are ready to give something in
turn. Also, some demands should be con-
sidered as non-negotiable, such as
weapon, drugs or hostage exchanges.

The special operations and research
unit of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
Academy has conducted a lot of research
into the issue of hostage negotiations and
upheld that an exchange of hostages is
never to be permitted. This may encour-
age the terrorists to launch similar opera-
tions in future.

the primary goal of the captors is not to

harm the hostages, because they are
aware of the authorities’ access to force
which may be used if they themselves take
to violence. Fortunately most of these
cases have been resolved peacefully as the
captors’ urge to survive outweighs their
need to have their demands met. It is bet-
ter to avoid deception and to promise what
will not be delivered.

Captors mostly treat hostages as pawns
and not as individuals. However, respons-
es and reactions of the hostages have a sig-

I t must be worth keeping in mind that

hostage-seize situations. captives by wearing nificant bearing on the outcome of the sit-

The negotiator must es-

tablish a positive and masks or b"ndfOIding
supportive relationship Q?tages J

with the captors so that their viewpoin
can be related to the decisionmakers. The
negotiator should normally be a middle
ranking officer who would report to the
decisionmakers. This saves time. Further,
though unfavourable decisions may have
to be accepted, this should neither be the
negotiator’s responsibility nor effect the
negotiator’s understanding with the ter-
rorists.

here should also be secondary nego-
tiators on the scene, especially be-

cause the primary negotiators may
get stressed out. The chief of the security

forces should not intervene in the negotia- .

tion, as this might prevent him from re-
ceiving other directions while decisions
come up.

In some hostage situations, there has
been use of non-police negotiators like the
families of victims. This involves high
risk. The untrained will not be able to bar-

gain properly and will be
overwhelmed by the sit-
uation. Thus, negotia-
tors should be drawn
from trained officers
with professional con-
sultants to back them up,
ifnecessary.

Inany such situation,
the negotiator is one of
the best sources of infor-
mation on the captors’
mental situation and be-
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uation.

It may be easy to conclude that a physi-
cally unharmed hostage has been treated
well. But his inner trauma cannot be fath-
omed. Once 14 correctional officers were
held as hostages by the inmates during a
prison riot at the New Mexico peniten-
tiary in the US on February 2, 1980. One of
them recalled “a terror that affects both
mind and body whose lingering effects
like nightmare, anxiety and a certain
jumpiness may never disappear”.

Today, many governments have taken
a stand not to yield to the extortion at-
tempts of the terrorists and adopt a firm
“no ransom policy”. Proponents of this
policy contend that consistent failure to
extract and extort ransom will go on to
convince the terrorists that these tactics
will not pay dividends and will dissuade
them from similar attempts. No ransom
policy will be a deterrent against hostage
seizures.

But this can only be adopted by a gov-
ernment that is confident of its ability to
abide by it under utmost stress and strain.
The terrorists are now seeking to put this
policy of the government through an acid
test. The government’s chances of success
depend upon factors like faith and confi-
dence of the public in their decision. This
is allied to the government’s capacity to
educate the public so people can see terror-
ist activity in its real colours.

It has to be admitted that so far the gov-
ernment has failed to educate the public
and help it to place the problem in the cor-
rect perspective.



S warns Pak on

Azhar’s activities

P

Al
- HE US yesterday wakned
- Pakistan about some of the
intemperate utterances
made by Harkat-ul Mujahideen
chief Masood Azhar, who was
released from prison in India in
exchange for the hostages aboard
the hijacked Indian Airlines plane.
State Department spokesman
James Rubin said Washington

would hold Pakistan responsible if
Azhar’s  activitigs threatened

N.C. Menon
Washington, January 7

American lives. ! s~
The warning waL %y trig-

gered by Azhar’s pronouncements
in Karachi at a gathering of the
faithful that Muslims “should not
rest in peace until we have
destroyed America and India”.
Azhar had also revealed his glob-
al terrorist ambitions when he
called on all Muslims to “join the
jihad for the people of Kashmir,
Bosnia and Chechnya”.
Meanwhile, a South Asia think-
tank specialist pointed out that the
militants released in exchange for
the hostages were not making it
easy for Islamabad to maintain its

innocent demeanour.

“India is pressing ahead with new
evidence of Pakistani complicity,”
the expert noted.

“At the same time, the released
militants obviously had no prob-

~ ‘Pak obligated’

INDIA ON Friday said
Pakistan was obligated to take
action against the hijackers of
IA flight IC 814 now that they
were in its territory. “The
; moment the hijackers entered
Pak territory, the onus was on
: Pak to take action against them
under international law. It :
should either prosecute or .
extradite them,” the official i
spokesman for the MEA said. |

Detailed report on page 12

lem entering Pakistan from
Afghanistan, despite Islamabad’s
claims of having beefed up border
security.

“And the US continues to main-
tain its stand that the hijackers
must be brought to justice.”

Referring to the threats by
Azhar, a State Department official
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has been quoted as saying that the
US would expect Pakistan to meet
its responsibilities to prevent the
threatened attacks.

In fact, the US yesterday urged
Pakistan to investigate Azhar and
his incendiary rabble-rousing.

“By calling for the destruction of
the United States and India, the
militants are ensuring that the two
democracies will come closer,” the
think-tank expert noted.

“And that cannot be palatable to
Islamabad, which already fears
that the United States and the rest
of the Western world are beginning
to lean in favour of India. I only
hope Pakistan does not begin
another misadventure in sheer des-
peration,” he noted.

AZHAR RETURNS HOME:
Maulana Masood Azhar has
returned home to Multan to an
emotional wel¢ome, witnesses said
today, according to an AFP report.

A crowd of 200 relatives and
friends met Maulana Masood
Azhar when he arrived late yester-
day in his hometown Bahawalpur,
in central Pakistan, about 100 km
south of Multan, gecording to wit-
nesses. //
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Tashkar, Harkat merge
to form suicide squads

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Under the directive
of Pakistan’s Inter Services Intelli-
gence (ISI), the Lashkar-¢-Toiba
and the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen have
merged and formed small groups of
suicide squads to attack the security
forces in Jammu and Kashmir.

The pew outfit has been desig-
nated as ‘Fidayan’. Official sources
said on Friday that this information
was got from the interrogation re-
ports and wireless intercepts.

They said that after General Per-
vez Musharraf had taken over the
reins of power in Pakistan, the ISI
authorities had forced those Kash-
miri militants who had been camp-
ing in Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir
(PoK) for several years to launch a
major offensive against the Indian
forces.

Most of these militants, who were
arrested in December, had re-
vealed during interrogations that
the ISI had told them to form sui-
cide squads which would carry out

their tasks in the spirit of “do or
die”, sources said.

They said the ISI objective was to
keep “the Kashmir pot boiling” un-
til U.S. President Bill Clinton ar-
rived in the sub-continent.

It was also disclosed that thou-
sands of Kashmiri youths were
waiting in the PoK’s Bagh district
to cross over to the state in order to
carry out subversive activities.
Sources said an alarming trend had
emerged in the second half of last
year as several batches of Kashmiri
youths were arrested at the border
while attempting to infiltrate it.

The arrested youths have revealed
during questioning that they were
brainwashed by the ISI conduits op-
erating in the valley. These conduits
had been directed by the ISI to re-
vive militancy in the state, which ap-
pears to have been flagging.

After the military take-over in
Pakistan, sources said the ISI had
been promoting the Harkat by pro-
viding it with sophisticated
weapons and money.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
-8 JAN 20D



MUZAMIL JALEEL profiles the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen, which is back in the reckoning
after the release of Maulana Masood —

-who unified the movement in Kashmir —in

exchange for the hijacked hostages QQ

Y call themselves the
Army of Allah and fight
and die in the name of the
Prophe. Eclipsedinrecent
times by the Lashkar-e-Toiba, the
Pan-Islamic Harkat-ul-Mjahideen
is back in the limelight thanks to the
hijack drama. The hijackers de-
manded the release of Harkat
leader Maulana Masood Azhar in
exchange for the hostages? 3
Now the Harkat suicide a éck
and the 24-hour siege on the hgad-
quarters of the J&K Police’s
counter-insurgency wing— the Spe-
cial Operations Group (SOG)y—at
Srinagar is being seen as an attémpt
to consolidate its position. Ten po-
licemen including an officer were
killed while three Harkat militants
who had stormed th?complex died
inthe attack. ' W‘G\W
The Harkat first came into the

" limelight in Kashmir, when it

banned the Amarnath Yatrain 1993
“in retaliation to the demolition of

.the Babri Masjid.” It demanded the

reconstruction of the mesque and

wanted other closed mosques Z)X

reopened.

The group again made news
when it kidnapped two Britons from
Aroo, Pahalgamon June 6,1994 and

wasalsosuspectedtobeuwolvedm ‘

in July 1995, allegedly by “mas-
querading as Al-Faran”. The two
Britons were released unhurt after
the intervention of the Mirwaiz of
South Kashmir, the late Qazi Nisar.
However, the Harkat denied any
rolein the latter abduction. Of these
western tourists, one escaped, a Nor-
wegian national was beheaded,
while on Thursday, the police an-
nounced that DNA tests had con-
firmed that a body exhumed insouth
Kashmir in 1997 was of Paul Wells,
also among the tourists abducted.
The fate of the other two remains
unknown. (See box for details of
Harkat activities).

The Harkat-ul- Ivfu]ahldeen
emerged in 1985 as a splinter group
of the pan-Islamic militant outfit
Harkat-e-Jehadi-Islami (HEJI).Itis

* learnt that a senior leader of HEJI,

Motivated. dedicated,
and dreaded

NI TERRORISM

Maulana Fazlul Rehman Khalil,
parted ways after problems cropped
up between him-and HEJI Amir
(chief) Qazi Saifullah over the
launch -of the Harkat-ul-Mu-
jahideen. Qazi was succeeded by
Maulana Irshad Ahmad as HEJI
Amir but died fighting in
Afghanistanin 1991. .

The parent HEJI was launched
in 1980 with its headquarters in Pak-
istan and Afghanistan and its focus
on the Afghan war. Aligned to the
Deobandi schoot of thought, HEJI
emerged as the armed wing of the
Jamiat-e-Ulemai Pakistan, an or-
ganisation of Islamic clergy fighting
the SovxetUmonmAfghamstan‘S'e-
curity agencies in the Valley believe
itwas involved in the Kashmir insur-

Major Haraation
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gency as early as 1989. However, its
role was then limited to training
Kashmiri youth. Around 1,000
Kashmiri youths belonging to the
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front (Farooq Haider group) were
trained in camps run by the outfit in
AfghanistanandPoK. =

Sources said Maulana Shaha-
datullah took over as HEJI Amir af-
ter the killing of Maulana Irshad in
1991. It is said that Shahadatullah
wanted to reunite the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen with HEJY so that “by
combining the sources of finance,
weapons and cadre, the outfit can
operate effectively and make its
presence felt.” Irshad sought the
help of the clergy and following the
efforts of Maulana' Qaleemullah,
Chancellor of Darul-Uloom Jamia
Farooqi, Karachi, Mufti Rasheed
* Ahmad, Chaneellor, Darul-Ifta-
Wal-Irshad, Karachi and Maulana
Rafi Usmani, the two factions fi-
nally agreed to merge as Harkat-ul-
Ansar. The unification process took
a few years and according to police

soutces in Srinagar, Maulana Ma-

sood Azhar, general secretary of the
unified outfit, was specially sent to
implement the merger on the
ground in Kashmir. The Police
claim Azhar sneaked into Indiaona
Portuguese passport, identifying
himseifasIssa WaliAdam. -

- Agzhar had flown from London

to New Delhi via Bangladesh and
entered Kashmir on February 9,
1994. But he was arrested along with
senior Harkat commander Sajjad
Afghani at Khanabal on April 13,
1994 by the Army, though the date

of his arrest was later shown as July

16, 1994. The duo were booked un-
der TADA (FIR 1/9) in the Police
Station  (Counter-Intelligence),

But police sources believe that
two months before his arrest, Azhar
had re-organised the two factions as
Harkat-ul-Ansar. “A strong motiva-
tor, he was able to boost recruitment
oflocal youth,” said a senior security
forces officer, who had been one of

: Azhar’s interrogators. “Being an
ideologue, he was involved in indoc-
trination of the pan-Islamist ideol-
ogy and Jehad (holy war), besides
fund-raising, rather than carrying
outattacks.”

Sources in the security agencies
here claim that these Harkat recruits
were imparted arms training in
Yawar camp in Khost province of
Afghanistan. This camp was said to

be run by the Afghan Mujahideen

group Hizb-e-Islami (Yunis/Khalid
faction). Before the Yawar camp,
the outfithad already set up another
" training camp’ in Allag-e-Gare
(Liza)area,sourcessaid. -

According to a police officer who

has been questioning the arrested
Harkat militants for years now, “this
fundamentalist pan-Islamic outfit is
extremely selective in choosing re-
cruits, who are generally taken from
theological schools worldwide to en-
sure a high level of motivation for Je-
had” Harkat's strategy has “three car-
dinal components—tableeg (religious
discourse), publicity and jehad (Holy
war)” toachigve its pan-Islamist ambi-
tions. The jail atthorities admit that
being cadre based, the foreign mili-
tant-dominated Harkat and Lashkar
have more conviction than other
groups. “Harkatand Lashkar militants
have justone motivation —religion—
and are always dreaded,” a senior jail
= official said. .
- After the US declared Harkat-ul-

INDIAN EXPRESS
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Chain of command

Ansar a terrotist group along with the
LTTE, the outfit started functioning as
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen. The group
is not only active in Valley but inter-
nationally also, with a presence else-
where in India (See box). In fact, the
group has a well-knit structure, with
Salahuddin alias Salar of Gujarat as
chief, while Tasleem of Muzaffarna-
gar, Utter Pradesh and Jameel of
Assam are its No 2 and 3, respec-

-tively. Harkat, according to sources, is

being nin by a five-member
‘Markaz’ or Command Council in
J&K, which includes Nayeem
Khalid alias Nayeem Lohar alias
Sonaullah of Karachi (aschief), Abu

Gazialias Peer Baba (deputy chief),

Azam Kashmiri alias Imtiaz, Amir
Kashmiri alias Zahoor Ahmad Dar’
of - Nawakadal, Srinagar, Parvez -
Baba of Nayi Basti, Anantnag and
Jehangir of Mirjanpora, Srinagar.
Nayeem and Abu Gazi are believed
to have been killed while Baba, who

- isanelectrical engineer, isinjail.



Pakistan under. -
U.S. scrutiny, but

\\*

escapes watch-list

By Seema Guha \C \

NEW DELHI: Representativ

Sam Gejdenson, now on a visit t

India, said on Sunday tha
Pakistan might not be in the offi-
cial watch-list of the U.S. adminis-
tration, but its actions in the next
few months would be under close
scrutiny by the Clinton adminis-
tration.

India wants US. to declare
Pakistan a terrorist state and
hopes the rest of the world to fol-
low Washington. It also says
Pakistan is behind the hijacking of
the Indian Airlines plane. Home
minister L.K. Advani provided
photographs, names and addresses
of the five hijackers to prove they
are Pakistani nationals.

Most countries have not pub-
licly reacted to the evidence pro-
vided by Mr Advani. Mr
Gejdenson said, “The U.S. will wait
for a more complete picture
before rushing into action or com-
ment. Instant reaction may feel
good, but it is always wiser tg act
after ascertaining all the facts\.

“We are certainly going to look
at the evidence provided by India,
it will also be looked at by our
intelligence agencies.” he told
reporters. His point was that
Pakistan’s “intervening action’,
meaning what they do in the next
few months, would be vital.

The Clinton administration
have conveyed these facts to
General Musharraf and his men.
The yard stick would be, stop sup-
port to terrorist groups, turn in the
hijackers. in case they are in
Pakistan. and give a time-frame
for the return of democracy to that
country. Mr Gejdenson has been
calling for Pakistan’s quick return
to democracy.

Mr Gejdenson, a Democrat, is a
ranking member, meaning the

number two in the influential
house international foreign rela-
tions committee. He hopes to take
over the committee’s chairman-
ship in case the Democrats do well
in the next year’s elections. At
least, 20 vacancies are scheduled
to come up in the House of
Representatives,

The fact that Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee. external
affairs minister Jaswant Singh and
defence minister George
Fernandes made time for him is an
indication of his influence. Mr
Gejdenson said that dubbing a
country as terrorist state often
leads to loss of leverage with thosc
in control in that particular coun-
try. Without actually saying so. he
made it clear that the U.S. admin-
istration will not go along with
India’s suggestion.

The visitor was keen that India
sign the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty and said, “If the nuclear
issue gets resolved it will give a
tremendous boost to all-round
development of ties between the
two countries.” He said President
Clinton would visit India in March
and Washington would be happy
to have New Delhi come onboard
on non-proliferation before the
President came. However. he has-
tened to add. there were no links
between the two. An important
visit could be turned to a memo-
rable one if India obliged by sign-
ing on. He said the President was
unlikely to visit Pakistan.

Meanwhile, the special Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
team, probing the recent hijacking
of an Indian Airlines plane, is like-
ly to visit Kathmandu and Dubai
soon in search of evidence on -
Pakistan’s suspected role in the
eight-day ordeal. :
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Terrorist

aro

H-

ups using Canada

as a safe haven, says report |

Washington, January 15 ){,/) }
INTERNATIONAL

TER-
RORISTS are using Canada's
immigration system to snqak

into the country, and set up bakes
and raise funds for their activities
abroad, the ABC News reported.

"With perhaps the single excep-

_ tion of the United States, there are

more international terrorist groups
active here than any other country
in the world,” Mr Ward Elcock
Director of the Canadian Security
Intelligence Service (CSIS), which
produced the report, was quoted
as saying by a ABC News.

This report comes today amid
accounts thaj the US will not toler-
ate terrorist activities and that the
Pentagon is creating anti-terrorist
teams to tackle terrorist emergen-
cies.

On Thursday, the 'Los Angeles
Times' citing intelligence sources
and experts, said terrorists were
shifting their activities to North
America following a massive
crackdown on their bases across
Europe.

The Canadian  Intelligence

report, written in July 1999 and
accessed now by a freedom of
information request, said, "this
(terrorism) is of chief concern for
Canada's national security."

According to the report over 50
terrorist groups are believed to be
operating from Canada and promi-
nent among them are the Sikh
extremists, Tamil tigers, Algerian
Armed Islamic Group (GIA), the
Egyptian Islamic Jihad, the
Hezbollah, the Kurdistan Workers
Party and Extremist Irish Groups.

The GIA has been linked to
Ahmed Ressam, who was arrested
last month by US officials while
allegedly trying to smuggle explo-
sives into the Washington State
from Canada.

ABC News, quoting an expert,
said Canada was especiaily suscep-
tible to terrorists entering, either
legally or illegally, because it
accepts hundreds of immigrants
and refugees. For instance, in
1997, it took in 216,039 immigrants
and 24,101 refugees.

"Canada's immigration system,
because it is both open and acces-
sible, is vulnerable to exploitation
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and abuse," the report said.

The report, titled "Exploitation
of Canada's Immigration System:
An  Overview of Security
Intelligence Concerns”, said the
country was being used as a safe
haven by terrorist groups to raise
funds, plan or support overseas
activities and also as a way to
obtain Canadian travel documents
which makes it easier for them to
criss-cross the globe.

In related developments yesté(i_

-day, CIA Director George Tene

was quoted in the media as saying
that the United States would never
forget an act of terrorism against
its citizens and would bring those
responsible to justice no matter
how long it took.

In aﬁ interview with \Lhr/
Discovery Channel to be aired
tomorrow, Mr Tenet said, terror-
ismn was something "that's getting
closer and closer to most
Americans." Pentagon officials :
were quoted as saying that 17
national guard teams were being
created to help State and local offi-
cials respond to chemical and bio-
logical attacks. ——(UNI)



(La) *pappe modai
“sqe| [eonnaseuLreyd ueliAL
PUE SILI9MIIQ-0ID1U 0} UOWILOD
sa1npao0.1d pue sargojouysal Juisn
ssnnuenb ssew ur paonpoidal
usy}] pue sonIde] asn-[enp
‘[rews ut pasnpoid aq ueds suodeom
-01g “I9AI[P O} IISED JUW023q
03 A[231] 91e pue ‘[ey}d] 210W
Iey ‘suodeom [eorwayod se dojoasp
0] Asea se Ajeau a1e A9y, "pres
11 ‘sdnold pue sa1els pajoojJesip 10§
HA\ sueaur Jo ao10Yd A[9Y1] 1SOW oY) 218
suodeam [eo13o101q 1oy} Sune)s
‘PoPPE 11 ‘SonI0 211U 3UISLIOLID)
10§ J00} paiajoid B 0q 03
Apayijun a1e suodeam yong pres it
‘A[oAI103JJ2 asn pue 2101s 0} Iapiey
ale Aoy} Inq suodeam [esidojorpel
pue 1eajonu uey) 9anpoid o) 191se
yonw a1e suodeom [esruay))
«pourad
Papu2IXa Ue J0J BIJe FUIPUNOLINS
o3re| B 9JRUIWRIUOD PUE
uorso]dxa Jofew e yjoq 91eIouad
pinod uodeam e yons ‘wnruoynid
1] S[ELI9JEW SATIOROIPEL
im saAIso]dxa [euonuaauod
Buured Ag,,"1odeayd pue 1s1ses 9q
pinoo suodeom [eds13ojo1pel Jo asn
pue juawidojoAsp pres uoISSIod
3} ‘UONOIP JO SYSII AIB
210y} pue y3iy st suodeom 1eapPNU
Sunpoid 3o 3500 a3 yey) unels
"aseq [eLisnpui 31| © onnbol
j0u seop suodeasm yons Guidojoasg
-asodind siy) 9A19s pjnom
uononnsap sseut Jo suodespy
‘fuotradns [ed13o[ouysd) Him

S)RdX9 G WSLIOLIA) [BILSO[OI( JO dIRMAG

SNID0R AJjRInjed 18Y) safejueape

Y} 'S’ AUap 01 papudIUL SW)SAS

aa1suadxaul A]9A13R}S1 UT JSOAUT
[l souresyoApe fenuajod asayy,,

s1omod

Jolews jsurege AjjeoLnowuAse

oyadwion 03 sa13ojens

uonisinboe asooyd jjim saels

jueproduwr oWos,, \WOISSTLITIOD

Iy} shes  YsLiq Uiewol

(14 suodeam [euUOnHUAUOD KINJU0D

Guimolrn),, ‘pres 31 ‘WISLIOLId)
woJ 193uep oY) Suissansg
suodeam [BUOIIUIAUOD
pUE IB3[ONU SE [[oMm SEB Sjuade
[e2130]01q pUE [EIIWYD JO PJIOM
B JOPISUOD 0} 9ABY [[IM WISAS
A)LInoas [euonjeU INO ‘aImny 2y} uf,,
‘pres *asnoL YA\ Y3 AqQ PasIopua
pue a)jepuBw [EUOISSAIZUO))
Jopun AIBJ21098 90UIJIP 'S
oY) Aq dn o5 ‘UoISSTUWOD Y [,

Y10z 10} s1oylew ‘sdnoig
ot1 S[UM,,, pa10a)Jesip
SIS Yons %——Q&N?‘ \ME paJoused
01 3|qeIaufnA [isea aq ued

squmgnoyr, —[CUORUIAUOI PUB  \\51igng001 0

P o TEOPMUSE oM SE 00001 890 70

‘sousep  SPUIZE E%Q—Qma— pue  oqueosuoiw

e Zuiaeq Jo : Junpiy Jo s1qeden
souepodun oy [BIIUIdY JO pHIOAM SOSIIIA A[peop
Sumuopun € IIPISUO) 0) dAey pres 3 suodeom

. uornonassp * [ea13ojo1q
ssew jo suodeam  [IMA Eﬁﬁm%m %ﬁm\—-ﬂw@m woly Jea1y)

Buisn puepawioy
s) jsurede
$YOB}IR ISLI0LID)
Jo1a8iey e oq M
11 7eY] SWNSSE
PINOYs 'S 2] ‘2I0JAIY ], SULIO]
yons Jo [eyso] Affeniuajod jsowt oy}
2q 01 s1eadde ‘1oAamoOY ‘WISLIOLIA],
‘suLIo] Auew 9)e) Ued jeyj)

ysepoerq e 3uipasaiq St ‘oouegorre
ym 1amod sy1 Fuisioroxa

se 'S} 9Y1 2A12010d uayjo

1910 1By} 108 o) SE [[9M SB ‘plIom
ay3 jo sired QwWOos UIsanjea pue
2IM){ND UIISOM JSUTESR JUSLUIUSSIL

[euoneu ‘g7 )
A ‘axmyng vy uf,

sk JO gj0u

jooy podare u

‘A3no8s feuonEU

UO UOISSTUITIOD
ST™YL

'SUEX0} [e0130[01q Ylim

‘S Y1 UT A110 B 19516 S)S1I011D)

pinoys poiedaidun Afjnjoom,,

arom Aoy 1ey Suides se sysiersads

aseosip snonoajut pue spradxe
yireay onqnd pajonb raded ay |,

. SWIIdIA JO SpUBSNOY}

Jo spaipuny ui yonbif suedio

[euIaUL 94) Sk sso[d[ay s10100p

9ABI] P[NOM SNLHA B[OqD IO IngIew

Y1 Yum Yorje Sjeiaqiop v
-owydonseies Ajjenbo
aq p{noo 1a1snp doo Suikfj-moj e
woly pazaalep andeld 1o enuasen)
pasapmod jo spunod jo apdnod y
‘saauy s)1 01 £310 & Suliq 0} fenuajod
oy sey,, pies A[lep ay1  Aemqns
Papmold e ul 9f130q swnyiad
e wolj suad xod[[ews Io saiods

xeypue jo nbs o@uis v, -

Jowoy juaned
o4} juas pue ezuanjjui pawmnsad
A3y, oUWy JO A191008
SOSBASIP SNO1I09JUI 9y P[O} Na[Meg
1 .‘oses ayj pajuasaid pue

WwoOo. A2U93IaWo 34 03 JUdM [,,
1 osouTerp
0] pa[Ie] $I0300p INQ pajeaiun
JUS[IIY Ajjensn aseasip 2y} ‘xelyjue
o swoyduwiAs Js1iy 9Y3—y3noo e pue
angye] ‘aste[ell ‘1242 yIm Juoned
SNONNDI B 10] 1IBYD [EIpoW

/ © dn 2)o1m 119[11RY 18Y) pIES )]
a1 UOIBUIYSDA Y] UT JOTIR
1u9031 € Ul 3urAes se pajonb sem
rendsoy ajeALd umouy-jjom e 3E
JIUN SISLASIP SNONIIJUI Y} JO JOIYD
‘yopregq uyor I(J ‘Syoelle uixo)
Ajpesp 01 30821 03 pasedaidun are
SN0 'S 150w ‘suodeom [eo130]01q

A/\/ woj Jea1y syl aidsacy
, -oydoaiseses e juaaaxd
03 ooejd ut nd 2g 0} swisjuBYOIW
aanuaasid yusdin 10y pojjeo
pue UonONXISOP sseut Jo suodeom
Jayo pue suodeam Jesrdofoiq
y3noayy ‘S 2Y) A01)S9p 0 A1} Avwl
SISLIO119) ey} patrem aaey spradxa
Uedtouw Y INOLONIHS VM

THE TIMES OF INDIA

18 JAN 20D



‘din pasodouid s, uoyun)
"I JO 8Ad 3] UO JUAUNUOI-qNs 3y} 01 Yyoeoxd
“de uesudWY 3Y) JO SINOIUOI Y] [RIASIT [[IM
¥9oMm SIY} URISDIEd O} 1ISIA UBYHIIYS -1inyiap
-ui Y1 pue uopuo] ut sjer '§’()-opul YL
‘ua
-SH Aj[eoriewelp aaey 01 1eadde jusupuoo-qns
3y spremo) Asewofdip S'(} Y Ul sayels Ay
“$18-D1 W81y duIlry uepu) ayr jo unpehy
ayl Iaye YINos peay suone(al Ye4-opuj sy
: ‘ue)sp|
-4 W01 SUOISSIDOUOD Jofewl JOBIIX3 01 °S'(] 3yl
10 Aiorded Ayl pue sansst asay3 Jo ([ 10 Aue uo
IBAT[3p 01 Jeireysnpy ‘uan jo Anjiqe ayl noqe
suonsanb palamsueun 31q are a1yl Ing
‘ueISp
-4 Ul 3[NI URBI[IALD JO 3DUB|QUIIS B JO UOLIRIOL
-$a1 9y} 10} swey-owin € Juieyo pue ‘Aeali]
ueg 159, aarsuayardwon ay utudis ‘sdnoid
ISI[EJUSLLEPUN) PUE ISLIOLId) O} U0 UMOP
-jorId e ‘uelstueysy Ut ueqie L ayi 03 1ioddns
$,peqeuiels] JO UuMop 3uleds B apndul 3say],
‘sansst 1olewr 10 1se3] 1B U0 UBISHRd 28pnu
01 sjuem "G} Yl ‘sI1aAd] asayy Suisn uj

‘UISTIOLI9) [RUOT)

WISLI0113) U0 “jed Ssal

T 1osuods yorym suoijel Jo 18y a3y uo
uefSped ind pue aduejsisse J[WOUOID [RUOH
-BUIBIUI JJO IND 0) SJBAN) Yl asn A[ny 0) po
-109dxa g 1snWw UOHEISIUIWPY UOIUI[D) d
‘dup e uo Awouodd fueISHiEg Sufjie
oy iaday sey ey ‘punyg ATeISUON [BUONEUIS]
-Uj 9Y1 JO UOISSIW A9 B JO 9A3 9Yl UO SIUWIOD
OS[e S[BIDYJO URILIDWY IOMAsS AQ )SiA 9y
"YoIeA-PIW Ul BIPU] 0] S[@
-ABI} PR3pUI Y Ji UBISDIBJ YISIA P[NOM ‘UOIUID)
1id "IN “2UapIsald 2y} I9YIaUM UO UOISIOap [eu
-y o1y pue swdal Jelreysnpy 8y} o1 yoeoidde
uedLIWY djeIpawiw 9y} Surdeys ut [eronId aq
0] PaAdI[aq St 1ISIA UBYIDYS-YIINHIdPU] oYL
'S 3y} ul maraal Aorjod
Buiod-uo ue s1 Apuaredde a1oyy ‘aieys 1s1101
-191 © urISDiRd SULIR[DAp UO S93BIS paliuf) oY)
ul UOISIISP [eMUIA3 9} aq AWl I9AdIBYM
-diys1apea] [aeispied oY) a3edua 0} prqewue|sy
10§ 1ySrens peay {[iM S[RIOYJO ‘SN Y3 ‘UopuoT]
ul opIs ueipu] ay) 01 3uUULISH ISPV ‘WIS
-10119) [euoneuIdul 0} 1oddns syt 10] ueIsyy
-4 Isurede uonoe jpuopBUIIUI 3UoNS 10) 958D
B 3w 01 A[9Y1] SI BIpU] ‘syfe3 asay) uumn(g
1.1
jo Arelamag Amndag 'S ‘Noqel 2qons IW

€ e i sy siepy

O} USaM1aq Jaam SIY3 UCpuUO] Ul sY[e)
n-opu] a1 ui Sunedoired aq [fm ueyaayg
N pue ylnLepul I yoq ‘Apuedsyiudig
‘uelstueydry
pue ueisped woly 3uneiprel uIsLos) jo adug]
ey 3} Wpm Suneap uo MeYap "S[} UALIND
ay) 01 pale[al aq Aewl 1[ JB} PUB PBQRWE[S]
0] [9ARI] O] UOCISIIAP S,UBLAAYS 1N JO douR)
-1oduur oy Suidpamounde s1 ‘19A9MOY ‘IUdWL
-UI3A05) 9y, "swodIno si 1oipald 1o 3isia ayy
9s11910BIRYD 0] pasnjar vewsayods syl Ing
‘ueispied 01 ‘UBYa9YS
[OBRUDIN JOpESSBqUIY ‘WISLIOII3)-13JUNOD UO
1018UTPI00Y) 31} PUR ‘YLINJIDPU] [IBY "IN ‘BISY
Inog I0J 31e1S Jo AIR13193S 1UBISISSY 'S'(] oY)
10 1SIA 91 0] ABPO) 910y UONUIIIR MIIP SIie]
-]V [RUIBIXY JO ADSTUTjy oY) Jo urwsajods v
‘ueispied aprsut Sunerado sdnoid isuoriay
U0 UMOP YIEID 0] SSIUIPEI S} PUE JRIIBYSDA
ZaARRd "UaY) Jo dwidal p[o-YIuow 3313 JY] JO
uonpaalp [eonjod peoiq 3yl $sasse 01 peqewt
~B[s{ 01 Y99M SIU3} S[RIDIJJO I01USS OM) SUIPUSS S1
UONRISIUIWIPY UOUIND) YL "LT 'NVI ‘IH13a M3IN

| \  ueyow efeu 0 4a :.\QS

d o} Ay *s'"n

THE HINDU
181N 200



"warqoid 3uidrows sty 01 1yInoy)
Snouds 2ald 01 — so1els Junmnoqyudiou
woJy aoudora Is110119) pajesnsiydos AFur
-SBIOUl 0] Padalqns — erpuy ayI[ $aIUNCD
103 3w STY} 18 JUBAS[SI AJUOWIOD URY} I0WI
9Q pinom 11 jeyy 1qnop 3] 3q p[noys arayl
OS[V "9]qepueIsIdpun st AWOU0I3 INO JO SI0]
-0928 [e)1A 31, 193)01d 0] pUR WSLIOLII}-13GAD
121unod o3 ued UOIIW 6§ S,UOLIRIISIUIWIPE
SN 3YL "d[qejieae Sutwooaq sjudwarnbal
SlejIem [eJIWAYD pUER S[BLISIBW J[QRUOISS]
yusm pue ‘Ases urwodsaq £Jojouyoa) quioq
-9ynu Yiim ‘[eIn3osfuos Ajaraw 1a8uof ou sis
-¥orY SUIA[OAUI WSLIOLI}-I2GAD YIim ‘armng
oy} noge Laxue ssaidxa pnoys 1uaprsarg
SN oy eyy ‘woyy ‘Sursudins Aprey
‘A3otouyoay a[qe[ieae
pUE [elI0JEW QUWIOQ IBS[ONU UO Spuey Iay)
Ae{ 01 Ases 31 puy JySrew , Jesuy-[n-1eyle
Suipnput sypno ysuorrs) Surwoorysnu,
sueisped eyl reoy Juissardxs paytodor
sem 93pup[y ugor radxa Iespnu ysnug
‘ueispjed pue BIpU UT $)S9) JBAONU 66T
Ayl 1913y onqnday Y9z 213 pue Aueuwan
‘elssnyy ur s1o[83nws woiy pazies Apajeador
dIom wniueIn payYouud pue wnruoinid
Pa19j[1d 's194nq umouun o3 pa[dsnws useq
pey wnruein paydLus pue wniuoind jo san
-nuenb enuesqns pres srodar YSSry 241 Jo
dn-yealq oy} Isyye ‘A[puossg ‘quoq Iespnu
e ojyew o3 ySnouds ‘sossouuqy e juerd
Suissasord respnu uimIg Syl woly udjols
u23q pey wniueIn payduus AYSiy jo spunod
0T 1eys uoiBulysepy wory pajrodor 1oinoy

Pl

‘SIY) S10IM ISTUOUODT Y Jeyl dwn oY)
moqe ‘3811 -syuswdo[aaap s[qelosuuos pue
1URAS[II Y0 UIIQ dARY I3Y] ‘66T 20UIS
« wIniueIn pagduua Aysiy 1o waiu
-omnid 3y Jo pioy 3un1a3 st squiog-y Suryew
uo jurensuod feonoeld urewr oy, — AemAue
J[MOIJIP 10U Sem qUIOQ © yons Junjew eyl 100
pajutod 11 "aponIe ayj jo uonearqad oy 0
suo02[qo s AJLIoyINe §) PAMOIPLI USY) USAS
UOpuoTg Jo Jsuuouodsy ayy [any uagorphy
Aaeay suodeom oY) 01 Jo38u3 oarsordxa
uorssyy s.quoq uagoIpAy e 9idnod jey; spe
-193ew pue syusuodwod £9y Jo juswoueire
pue odeys oy Suipnpur ‘usop suodeam
lespnuourayl  jo  sqrelop  Surreourduo
pue [enjdoouos,, pauTEIuOd YOIYM PUBLIOIN
pIemol] Aq J[pouie ue — sonuoymne §n
Aq suonoalqo andsep — Jurysiiqnd pazodar
SeM  Pa1S5248044 ‘UISUOISIAY ‘uosipejy ut
aurzeSew [eontjod uedLIAWY ISSpOW B ‘66T
UoIR U 19432801 [[e jou ySnoyy — po
-110da1 uasq aaey syuswdolsasp ajqedauucs
SWIOS SIPBIIP OMm] ISB] 3] UT ‘ale sJuly) sy
"$321A3p pue suodeom
Ieaonu Jo spupy mau o1 A[[emjusas ‘pappe
2Aey S oy ‘puy suodeam [estwoyd
pue [es1do[orq 01 Adde [ uonesunjeruru
oures oy} ‘|[9p\ [lBW-2 Op pue I19jumadA] ®
10 suoyda[a} B se asn ued noA yorym s1agpes
3s3Y) 308 9ANOA MON],, :MIIAIIUI §E)) © JO
9SINOD Ul pres oy — AInuad Yiog dY) Jo skep
IS8 Yl — I9QUIAOA(] JO SO I SpIEMQI,

S ém.um:.ﬂom._w.ﬁ@mﬁo A

N IVHSIVY
\

boSToIMdwoo pazis-urted purysq £Sojouyoay
3Y3,, Inoqe palLIom Aepol st JudpIsaLd ) oyl
ey asudins Aue 1 sy sjqeurseun sdeyrod
Iou uay} paurdewlt ISYNU Aem B Ul ‘prem
-103 sdea] Auew uaye) sey £3ojouyos) uonewr
-1oyut ‘opostda 18y 20UIs s1eak INOJ I uf
219 SUONBIIUNUIWO)
SIUOIID3[3 3} JO 3SED 1J3Y) dNBUIAQAD 159551
Ay, 1 paf[ed ‘u1alg pleuo( ‘1sanbar uoy
~IpEIIXD 93 aprW Oy 10In33s01d uedrroury
9UL *SPWLD UOHERULIOJUL,, OPN[IUI JOU pIp
SN 2Y1 yum £1eo1) uonIpenxs Y} Isnedaq
wry Junipenxs o1 payoalqo ing ‘enpry
PaIsalie saNLIOYINEG SUNUISIY 9 |, ‘JUAUINID
-A03 aunuadry ay) jo 1sanbal uonipenxs ue
spew os[e §() Y[, *,IJuapnIs dunussIy oy
221 01 JowInuf oyl 3nq o1 woy) Jummore
I3pIO 1MOd IdA? 18I 9y, pasn sioledn
-SOAUT S YIIYm UT 35D YIRWPUER],, & SBM 1]
«'SAITY souang U1 Woolpaq sIy wolj
S3[1J 20UIJAP UeOLISWY 331038 doj ajerjouad
0} padeuew oym,, IOYoeY Y} JO UOHIPEIIXD
Sunpeas a1om ‘panunuod jrodas oyl ‘son
-uoyine §n Yy, * sswwerdord sousyep pue
Suone[[eIsul 1ed[onu INOQe UolewLIOjul ul
-ure1qo ‘safiy AABN §N) pue YSYN ‘uofeiusg
03 $s909% uied o) Jey sjuared siyg je 1oindwod
JIseq € pasn,, pey ‘elpIy Iesa)) orny ‘ginok
QUnULSIy p[o 182417 E pres yomgm 11odor
€ POILIEd UOPUOT] Jo sawil] ayJ ofe sieak
InOJ "IX9JU0d AIRUONN[OA? UE JNOYNIM jou
St plom 2y SUD{RIISA0 WSHIOIIN}-19G4D JO
sanIIqissod I9A0 UOWI) (I 1USPISIIg
SN 4q pessaxdxs  NYFONOD mmrH

\ .
AN

ou puy -

R SN

13JAN 20D



‘Faden will end hostility

if U.S. withdraws army,
from Saudi Arabia’ %,

KABUL: A Taliban-controlled
% newspaper re-
ported on
Wednesday that
suspected terror-
| ist Osama bin
Laden  would
end his “hostili-
ties” towards the
US if Washing-
ton withdrew its
soldiers

\lam’s holiest places. V]
“If the United States wit
its forces from Saudi Arabla, Bin
Laden will stop opposing it, give up
his hostility and offer his hakd in
friendship,” the Taliban’s official
Pashtu- language weckly newspa-
per, the Shariat reported. The arti-
cle did not identify the source of
the information. Bin Laden has de-
clared a jehad against the US to
protest the presence of US soldiers
in his homeland.

Washington accuses Bin Laden
of masterminding the bombing of
its embassies in Africa in August
1998 and is pressing the Taliban to
hand him over to the US or a third
country to stand trial.

But the Taliban says Bin Laden is
a guest and tradition forbids hand-
ing over a guest to enemies. Taliban
members also say the US has not
given evidence of Bin Laden’s in-

volvement in terrorism. Thav also

human rights,” it said. e

say that if Bin Laden is to stand tri-
al, it should be in an Islamic court.

“We cannot hand him over to a
court of infidels which cannot give
him justice. If we do that, the name
of Afghan people will be blotted
forever,” the newspaper said.
“America has no proof of Bin
Laden’s involvement in terrorism.”

However, the newspaper article
also assured Washington that Bin
Laden would not be allowed to us
Afghan soil to conduct acts of ter- }
rorism. The newspaper article says
Bin Laden is not alone in his oppo-
sition to US troops in Saudi Arabia.

The continued presence of
American troops in Saudi Arabia is
provoking anger among Muslims
and hurting their religious senti-
ment, the article said. The newspa-
per also assailed the relentless criti-
cism from the West of the Taliban’s
human rights record and treatment
of women, which denies them ac-
cess to jobs and education, beyond
eight years old.

“Why do they want us to leave Is-
lam and adopt their system?” the
newspaper article asked. “They |
should leave us with our own sys- !
tem.” It said, “Women and human |
rights are more safe in Afghanistan
than in the West. In fact, the ram-
pant prostitution in the western
and eastern countries is the rea
abuse of women and undermi
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“India, U.S. to
set up panel to
counter terrorism

LONDON, JAN 19. India and the
United States today decided to es-
tablish a Joint Working Group
(JWG) to counter terrorism and
work together to ensure that the
perpetrators of the recent hijack-
ing of the Indian Airlines aircraft
were brought to justice.),&

The decision, taken at the|two-
day 10th round of parleys be-

ter, Mr. Jaswant Singh, and the
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State,
Mr. Strobe Talbott, here is seen as
an implied endorsement of New
Detlhi’s concern over cross-border
terrorism sponsored by Islama-
bad although it comes close on
the heels of Washington's rejec-
tion of India’s plea to declare Pa-
kistan a terrorist state. \4{) ‘

The first meeting of the JWG
will be held in Washington early
next month, said a joint state-
ment, issued after their talks on
security, non-proliferation, disar-
mament and related issues be-
sides bilateral relations, regional
developments and other global is-
sues. On the hijacking, the state-
ment said the two sides ‘‘agreed
to work together to ensure that
the perpetrators of the hijacking
of IC-814 are brought to justice as
part of their joint efforts to com-
bat international terrorism.” —
PTI
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'Report on Pak’s
terrorist hnks

under

Vijay Dutt \/\/\‘7’
London, January 20

outright rejected India's

charge that terrorism in
Pakistan is being State-sponsored,
as has been made out by the media
in the US. The impression gained
during the 10th round of talks
between Mr Jaswant Singh and Mr
Strobe Talbott in London was that
the US authorities are studying the
evidence, both circumstantial and
direct given by India, in support of
its charge against Istamabad.

Indian Ambassador Naresh
Chandra, when asked, explained
that the process of declaring even
Harkat-ul-Ansar as a terrorist
organisation took time. The legal
aspects are studied before any
decision is reached. It's not easy to
declare a State terrorist without
full examination of all aspects,
which include the national security
concerns of the US as well.

The Americans are aware of the
global reach of terrorists who are
operating from either Pakistan or
Afghanistan. The problem is not
just India's alone. Masood Azhar,
who was released by the Indian
authorities in exchange of the

Jhostages, had planned the murder
of the Pope in Manila five years
ago andm had been to Saudi
Arabia and Sudan for raising funds
and recruiting volunteers.

It is significant that Assistant US

THE AMERICANS have not

US study

Secretalylof State Karl Inderfurth
is being adcompanied on his trip to
Islamabad by State Department
co-ordinator for counter-terrorism
Michael Sheen. Mr Sheen would
also head the discussions at the
Joint Working Group on Counter-
terrorism, which has been set up
following an agreement between
Mr Singh and Mr Talbott. This is a
very positive development at the
meet.

The first meeting of the Group is
scheduled for February and Joint
Secretary Alok Prasad will lead the
Indian side. The Americans have
promised to take all steps to help
India apprehend hijackers of the
IA Flight 814. It is said that both
sides have inkling about the where-
abouts of the hijackers. The visit of
President Clinton has almost been
finalised but the official announce-
ment will be made later simultane-
ously from Delhi and Washington.

Mr Chandrahowever, did not
comment on whether the President
would go to Islamabad as well but
sources said that the Americans
are well aware of the adverse
impression the visit would have in
South Asia. It will give legitimacy
to the coup.

The various aspects of non-pro-
liferation were discussed in detail
at a three-hour session. The Indian
side explained that it has not yet
been possible to discuss the issue
of non-proliferation in Parliament
for reaching a consensus.
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)‘We trust our messages have been received’

US cites hijack to get
Pak 1nt0 tgrrp; ﬁght

Islamabad, Jan. 21 (Agencies):
The United States told Pakistan
today to crack down on terrorist
groups operating from its soil
which, it said, were giving the
country a bad reputation.

Assistant secretary of state for
South Asia Karl Inderfurth said
after talks with army chief Pervez
Musharraf that the hijacking of an
Indian Airlines plane last month
“dramatically illustrated” the
need for such a crackdown.

“We trust that our messages
have been received and under-
stood,” said Inderfurth, who was
accompanied by Michael Shee-
han, coordinator for anti-terror-
ism at the state department, for
the first talks with Pakistan since
the October 12 coup. |

“We hope that the government
of Pakistan will take steps against
such extremists...who give Pak-
istan a bad international reputa-
tion in the world community and
work against Pakistan’s national
interests.”

Inderfurth declined to say
what steps Musharraf’s 100-day-
old government might take
against militant groups such as
Harkat-ul Mujahideeh, which is
suspected of carrying out the
eight-day hijack which ended on

December 31 after three m111tants
were released.

But he said Paklstan gave his
delegation assurances that it
would take “every step” to arrest
the hijackers, who were last sight-
ed driving from Kandahar in
southern Afghanistan, close to the
border with Pakistan.

Pakistani commentators have
warned successive governments
that action against the militants
could lead to a backlash by radical
Islamic groups and foment domes-
tic violence and unrest.

Inderfurth’s visit coincides
with a concerted campaign by
India to isolate Pakistan for its
support for Kashmiri militant
groups. (Inderfurth’s statement is
the first time the US has men-
tioned the hijack in the context of
terrorist activities being conduct-
ed from Pakistani soil.) .

New Delhi has accused Pak-
istan of involvement in the hijack

.and has refused to resume talks

until Pakistan ends its support for
the militants.

Inderfurth said he believed the
hijackers would be caught. “I be-
lieve they simply can’t vanish off
the face of the-earth.”

Pakistan foreign minister
Abdus Sattar told Inderfurth that

THE TELEGRAPH
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the region w ul\i remain “mired
in conflict” soJong as the Kashmir
dispute remained unresolved.

In a speech broadcast by Pak-
istan television, Musharraf urged
President Bill Clinton to broker
peace peace in South Asia by re-
solving the dispute.

Inderfurth said he also pressed
Pakistan to use its key influence
with Afghanistan’s Taliban reg-
ime to get Osama bin Laden expel-
led to face charges of mastermind-
ing the August 1998 bombings of
two US embassies in Africa which
killed 200. But he acknowledged
that little progress was made in
more than two hours of talks with
aTaliban delegation which restat-
ed its demand that Washington
provide proof of Bin Laden’s in-
volvement in the bombings.

Masood in Afghanistan

Masood Azhar, one of the three
Pakistani militants freed to end
the Kandahar standoff, has left for
Afghanistan, his father Allah
Bakhsh Sabir said in Multan.

A day after getting married on
January 17 at his héme in Ba-
hawalpur, Masood left for Afg-
hanistan to meet Mullah Omar,
the supreme leader of the Taliban
militia. Omar lives in Kandahar.
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“’[ﬁaden sod relief

241
organisation as cover
for terrorist activity’

S
NEW YORK: Federal prosecutors
say Osama bin Laden used inter-
national companies and a relief or-
ganisation as covers for what they
describe as a worldwide terrorist
conspiracy, the New York Times re-
ported on Saturday.

Bin Laden, an exiled Saudi fi-
nancier, is charged along with 16
others of conspiring to attack
Americans in the 1998 embassy
bombings in Tanzania and Kenya
that killed more than 200 people
and injured thousands. In court pa-
pers obtained by The Times, U.S.
prosecutors say Bin Laden’s or-
ganisation obtained blank pass-
ports from the Sudanese govern-
ment and recruited people living in
the U.S., communicating with them
by fax, satellite phone and coded
letters.

In one letter, according to the
prosecutors, group members re-
peatedly referred to Bin Laden by
the code name “Mr Sam” or “O’
Sam” and called the group’s mem-
bers in Kenya “The Fish People,”
The Times reported.

In 1997, after the FBI questioned
a Bin Laden associate in Texas, a
warning went out that the man had
been confronted by an “opposition

| company called Food and Bever-

age Industry, based in the U.S.,” the
court papers state. The Times cited
a portion of the alleged letter that
said the man “has given an exten-
sive interview.”

“Give my regards to Sam and
tell him to take extra precautions
because business competition is
very fierce,” it added. Prosecutors
in New York had to reveal some of
the evidence against Bin Laden
and his alleged associates after one
of the defendants in the embassy

bombings, Wadih el-Hage, sought
bail, denying the government’s
claim that he was dangerous or
likely to flee the country.

El-Hage was arrested in 1998 af-
ter Kenyan police and American
investigators seized personal pa-
pers and a computer in a raid on
his home in Nairobi. The prosecu-
tors claim that El-Hage, 39, a natu-
ralised American citizen from
Lebanon, is one of Bin Laden’s
most trusted and dangerous aides.
Until his arrest, he lived with his
American wife and children in Ar-
lington, Texas, a suburb of Dallas.

El-Hage, like the other defen-
dants in the case, has pleaded not
guilty. The Times quoted his
lawyers as saying that he wotked
for Bin Laden but only in legiti-
mate businesses. The paper report-
ed that the documents taken from
El-Hage’s home in Nairobi depict-
ed Bin Laden as using a Kenyan
charity, Mercy International Relief
Agency, as a front for terrorist op-
erations.

The paper said the prosecution’s
documents also appeared to link
Bin Laden’s group to unspecified
violence in Ethiopia. The prosecu-
tors contend that their documents
contain a coded reference to the
Taliban, the fundamentalist Islamic
movement that governs
Afghanistan, and information
about Bin Laden’s network in the
US.

But the court papers “still do not
make clear whether the govern-
ment has any direct evidence that
Laden actually ordered the em-
bassy attacks™ in 1998, The Times
reported. (Reuters)
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By C. Ryja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JAN. 35. Asserting that
India’s neighbouYhood now pro-
vides the “singld largest gene-
pool of terrorism” in the world,
the External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, today called for
collective Asian action against the
forces of extremism.

In his address to an interna-
tional conference on Asian securi-
ty here, Mr. Singh pointed to the
rise of non-state actors “fired by
ideologies of extremism and fa-
naticism, and equipped with ever
| more lethal firepower”.

“Globalisation enables these
terrorists to develop linkages
across continents,”’ he added.

Arguing that deepening of de-
mocracy was the critical imper-
ative of Asian security, Mr. Singh
said, ‘“‘narco-terrorism, extre-
mism and small arms prolifera-
tion constitute the biggest threat
to plural societies” in the region.

A

P

Mr.Singh declared that not only
was India “a factor of stability in
Asia”, but it also had a big stake in
the region’s security.

“Instability, extremism, narcot-
ics, arms smuggling and terror-
ism,” Mr. Singh said, “are the
common threats that stand in the
way of the Indian and Asian peo-
ple realising their true destiny”.

Pointing to the enormous di-
versity of economic and political
systems as well as civilisations in
Asia, the External Affairs Minister
argued that stability in the region
cannot be built on the traditional
notions of balance of power, but
within a framework of ‘“cooper-
ative security’’.

He also referred to the threat
from weapons of mass destruc-
tion and called for “regional ini-
tiatives” in Asia
for “de-legitimising”
weapons and reducing the risks of
an accidental atomic wa

Measures to reduce jHe readin-
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~. Jaswant for joint action
against terrorism

ess of nuclear arsenals and joint
agreements on the “no-first-use”
of nuclear weapons, Mr. Singh
said, “‘suggest themselves as evi-
dent first steps”.

Speaking at a session on “limit-
ed local wars” during the confer-
ence, the Chief of the Army Staff,
General V. P. Malik cautioned the
Government against an over-re-
liance on the Army to combat ter-
rorism and counter-insurgency.

Gen. Malik said the Armed
Forces were the ‘‘ultimate instru-
ment” of national power and
their “‘early employment” in low-
intensity conflicts reduced future
options.

Arguing that the armed forces

ist be reserved for ‘‘the higher
end” of the conflict spectrum, he
made a case for raising additional
forces or upgrading the existing
paramilitary troops to effectively
combat terrorism.
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Stop supporting
terrorism, U.S.

)

G

\ \ .
warns Pakistan

WASHINGTON: The United
States warned Pakistan on Friday
that it could be branded a sponsor
of terrorism—and become ineligi-
ble for virtually all US. aid—if it
gave direct support to a terrorist
group that operates in Kashmir.

The warning was coupled by the
state department with sharp criti-
cism of the military-run govern-
ment of Gen Pervez Musharraf for
requiring judges to take a loyalty
oath. “This move by Gen Mushar-
raf undermines the integrity and in-
dependence of the judiciary in Pak-
istan,” spokesman James P. Rubin
said.

Six supreme court justices re-
fused on Thursday to take the oath,
which would shield the military
from legal action.

“Gen Musharraf needs to make
clear in a comprehensive fashion
how he intends to return Pakistan
to an elected government with a
functioning legislature and an inde-
pendent judiciary under a democ-
ratic constitution,” Mr Rubin said.

President Bill Clinton is expected
to decide soon whether he will visit
Pakistan in March on a trip that will
take him to India and Bangladesh.

Earlier this week, Mr Clinton and
the state department declared
there was no evidence that Pakistan
supported the hijacking of an Indi-
an Airlines plane in December.

However, at the time, Mr Rubin
said that the hijackers might have
been linked to a terrorist group that
operates in Kashmir.

The group, known as Harkat-ul-
Mujahedeen, was placed on the de-
partment’s list of terrorist organisa-

tions in 1997 when it was called
Harkat-ul-Ansar.

On Thursday, the U.S. official
said, “That is a matter of extreme
concern to U.S.” and that senior ad-
ministration officials had taken it
up with top Pakistani officials.

“If the secretary of state deter-
mines that a government has re-
peatedly provided support to inter-
national terrorism directly, then she
would be prepared to designate
that country as a state sponsor of
terrorism,” Mr Rubin said. He said
that was not a threat but rather “a
comment about the realities.”

Assistant secretary of state Karl
Inderfurth and Michael Sheehan—
the co-ordinator of the depart-
ment’s office to counter terror-
ism-—conveyed U.S. concerns about
terrorism and anti-democratic ten-
dencies in talks last week in Pak-
istan, Mr Rubin said. d/

The hijacking incident ended
with 155 hostages freed in exchange
for the Indian government’s release
of three members of the group.

The seven countries listed by the
state department as sponsors of ter-
rorism are ineligible, under federal
law, for virtually all U.S. assistance
and for U.S. support in internation-
al lending institutions.

“Let me be clear,” Mr Rubin
said, “we are not conducting busi-
ness as usual with Pakistan, in light
of the October coup there.”

Meanwhile, President Bill Clin-
ton said that working to defuse
crises between “India and Pakistan
is one of the fundamental chal-
lenges” the U.S. must meet globally
in the 21st century. (agencies)
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