‘After the Dalai Lama, who?

ﬁi;""“*“‘""‘*"‘*"u—A—---—n~9}ﬂ -

it's been 60 years since Tenzin Gyatso was

enthroned as the Dalai Lama. Even as the
spiritual and political leader of the Tibetans

asks the community to contemplate a future
without him, questions are heing raised about

the direction of the Tibetan ~freedofp‘movement.
SHOBAN SAXENA reports |

HERE'S & Chincse saying:
“May you live in interesting
times”. It's a curse, actually.
Tast week, Tenzin Gyatso, the XIVth
Dalai Lama, seemed
1o, be thinking about
the times ahead as he
waiched  children
make brilliant calis-

—Tibetan  Chil- -
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and the Dalai Lama wgether. As the
drurs stopped beating, both the leaders
left the dais. The Tibetans, standing on

baoth sides of a narrow path, bowed with

hope and an implaca-
bleworry intheirg
Fhis—year marks

Tonzin Gyatso's en-
thronememt 1o the
seat of Dalal Lama.

dren’s Village School
in Dharamshala. As
the kids ran across the

foothal field displaying a banner which

read 6, the Tibetan leader’s eyes re-
mained stoicand silent.

Sitting a few feel away from the
Dalai Lama was Urgyen Thinley Dorje,
watching the formations made by chil-
dren of his age. The 1S-year-old
Karmapa Lama's eyes twinkled with
warmth as shuticrbugs tried to click him

~ TIBET

And an uncomfost-

_. able gquestion 8 grip-

: . ping the Tibetan com-
mumity in extle; after the Dalai Lama,
wha? Pose thisquestion to an elderly Ti-
betan and the response may be either o
biank stare or ascowt. But the question is
vory real,

And it's been initiated by none but
the Datai Lama timseif, whao asking the
community o thigk about the road
sheadafterhe’sgone. '

KN

the 60ih anmversary of

that the nest stage of
the Tibetan inove-
ment may be viokent,
perhaps even giwre
violent than the Mus-

s T ane tprising of the

19705 when the CIA
was fimding and back-
ing the Tibetan resis-
tance.,

Young Tibetans, ip
particular, scem o
favour & violen( strug-
gle agatnst the Chi-
nese, “lEs very de-
pressing ta thinkofaar
movement  without
His” Hotiness, it |
guess we have to think
aboit it,” says ag.ol

tadedeteE Tihetan gov-
emmentinexie,

This guestion
cropped up all of a
sudiden when the 17th
Kormapa arrived in
Dharamshada in Jany-
ary this year. The Ti-
hetans were rejoiced
i hear of his escape o
freedon, and when tfie
Diaaf Lama embraced
him i 2 public func-
tion,  Some  even
anointed  himn the

‘Phe Dalai Lama with the 17th Karmapa atDharamshala  Dalai Lama'gsygces-

And the times ahead donot look too
risy. The Dalai Lama is already 65. The
Chinese continue to cold-shoulder him.
And the voiees demanding = change m
strategy are growing londer. Some fear
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sor,  Smee  the
Karmapa camc to Dharamshala rather
than Rumtek in Sikkim, the traditional
seat of the Karmapas, it was suggested
that he might well be the next feader of
the Tite tans i exile.

There are two issucs bere: 1s the
Karmaps the third highest spiritual
feader after the Dalai Lama and
Panchen Lama as reported in the West-
ern media? This view is contested by
pusny, There are four major seeis of T
petan Buddhism - the Nyingma,
Sakya, Kagyu and Gelyg, inthat order,
There are differences aver the chroun-
logical order as weB, While the Dalai

{ama — who helapgs to Gelyug —- 8

both the spiritual and political head of
all Tibetans, the heads of all sects enjoy
cqual status. “If the Karmaps Lama bo-
comes the next head of Ti-
betans in exile, there willbe op-
position fromother fegh famas =
fike Sakya Tenzin,” says ap G
ficial. e

1e other guestion is: is
Urgyen Trinfey the reat 17th
Karmapa Lama?

Whilc theze is no doubt in’
the minds of the Tibetan gov-
erument and people on this.
the Indian povernment seems
tor have taken a serious note of

With the Karmapa

1y

fictul as the 10th Panchen Lama, ~“The
Chinese know thist Tibetan Buddhisp s
the basis of Tibetun nationalism, and if
theyconrrobour religion, they can check
our natienatism as well.” says the T
betan official,

Since the Panchen Lamais in Chi-
nese hands, they will use him to select
the next Dalai Lama.

The Dala Lami too had recently
suidd his reincarpation would logically
come {rom outside Tibet in 4 free
country. “His Holiness has made it
chear thas he woudd not be born in oc-

atrival in

¢ leaders of all four sects
of Tibetan Buddhism are in this
country. The Dalai Lama has
managed to keep the community
together. His absence can lead to
a situation where other sects
might assert their right to rufe

arrival in India as part of the Chines:
strategy.

But most Tibetans in India refuse fo
by it The day the Dalai Lammasad Ur-
gyen Thintey s the real Karmapa, every-
body believed it We have no umfug(}n
about the Karmapa,” says activist
Sonam Tsering. : i

With the Karmapa's artival in India,
the leaders of ait four sects of Tibetan
huddhism are n this country. This 1
both a sign of hope and confusion. The
Dralas Eama, becaose of his positios: He
managed to keepr e Conumunity -
gether. His absencee can jead
fo a siustion where othet
sects might assert thelr right
torule,

That's probably why the
Dakai Lama has been asking
the community to adopt a
democratic form of gover-
nanee as soon &% possible.

“This is 2 unique sitia-
tion. In other countries, peo-
pie have fought for demoe-
racy. In our case, the Jeader

doubds raised by Shamar Rin-
pache, n Kagyu sect Lama. that Urgyen
Thiney Dorjec s not the real Karmapa.

In fact. Shamar Rinpoche has his

-own candidaie for the Karmapaseat, 1
* dom't know what is holding the poverne-

ment of India hack from granting asy-
lum 10 the Karmapa, Its really fmstrot-
ing,” says a Tihetan official,

What's fuclling the frustration is that
Bening s tightening its grip aver Tibetan

 Buddhist, Some vears ago, the Chinese

kidnapped the Datat Lana's nomines
for the Panchen Lama scat and ap-
pointed the sorof a loeal communist of-

cupied Tihet,” says Thupten Sam-
phel, secretary in the department of
information and international rela-
tioms, '

I and when the Chinest appost
their own Dalad Lama, itwouldcreate a
situation where there would be two
Panchen Lamas, gvo Karmapa Lamas
and o Dafal Lamas.

“This i purt of a strategy to ceéate
confusion i the community,” says
Karma Yeshi, vice-president of Tibetan
Youth Congress.

That's why some saw the Karmapa's

ATT mAany YOUng mg o wop't falk
aboutit, /

js asking people to adopt it
but they have been shying away,”
pointed out Thupten Lungrig, vice-
chairperson of the Tibetan Pariament
in DYharamshata, While democracy may
sot be an sttractive option, vivlence has
jts charms for man in the commugity.

" The chances of the Tibetan move-
ment turning violent after the Dalal
Lama are “very high™, says Lhosang
Taering, scholar and a tormer guetrita
who fought the Chinese on the Tibot-
Nepal bordes. But at jeast for now, theve
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SEOUL, Gct. 29, ~ South

Korvea has decided not te per-
mit a visit by the Dalai Lama.
state-run Yonhap News Agency
said today.

Buddhists groups, led by a
dozen monks iz gray robes,
held an hour-
long rally at
temple in down-
town Seoul and
briefly marched
through nearby
streets to prolost
against the deci-
sion.

A Buddhist
group had invit
ed the exiled
Tihetan leader to
visit Seounl in
November.

Hawever China
warned  South -
Korea against hosting the
Dalai Lama, laheiling the
Buddhist leader as a sepa-
ratist wha should he denied a
forum to promete his campaign
for Tibetan autonoemy,

South Korean foreign min-
istry officials were not mmedi-
ately available ie make any
comment.,

The government had already
refused to issue the Datal
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The B

Dae-Jung: who won the
peace  prize
: himzelf winld

1o visit So
Koreo™

commi

asied,
Local media
fhad  eariier

reparted tha
the tepid reac
tion frowm th
Korean gov-
ernment  fo-
warts inviting
the Dalai Lama was due to
Sequl's concern about China's
responge and reaction 1o this
Ve issue.

“Ner only the members of the
uriveie citizens groups whe
inviled the religicus leadoer,
vt the general pubiic will
dosibe Lhe nation’s diplomatic
ability against the arrogant
pressures hy Chinese authori-
ties”, The Korea Times satd.
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TIBET S exiled spiritual leader,
the Dalai Lama, fears his death
would prove “a great setback” for
the Tibetan freedom movement,
with China seeking to control the
choice of his reincarnation.

Inaninterview in the [atest issuc
of Asiaweek, the 63-vear-old Dalai
Lama said his death would in-
evitably have astrong impact on the
Tibetan people inside and ourside
his homeland. “Tr will certainty be a
great setback,” he saidin the north-
ern Indian hill station of Dharam-
safa — the seat of the Tibetan gov-
ermment in exile.

“But our struggle is for the six
million Tibetans; their rights, thelr
welfare, their future. “This is a

alai Lama fears s
movement after his

P

struggle of a nation to survive.
Whether one particular leader re-
mains or not, the nation will carry
onthestruggle.” ’
One particular concern voiced
by the Dalai Lama was the role of
the boy picked by the Chinese fead-
ership as the Panchen Lama — the

demise

second most important figure in Ti-
betan Buddhism who is charged
with selecting the next reincama-
tion of the Dalai Lama.

The Dalai Lama recogmised an-
other bov as the reincarnation of
the Panchen Lama in 1995, but his
choice was spirited away by the Chi-
nese authorities and has been kept
in a secret location ever since. 1
made it clear that if ] passed away.
the (Palai Lama's) reincarnation
would Jogically come from outsicic
Titet, in & frec country,” the Dalai
Lamasaid.

“But China will choose a boy as
the next Dalai Lama. though in re-
ality he is not.” I recent years, Bei-
jing has frozen all contacts with him,
but the Dalai Lama said he had rot
given up hope of a breakthrough in
his liferime, :

-
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“Education in Tibet is orr:ingl%ﬁ to forg

+ Eva Herzer is a California-
based Mediator and Attorney at
Law, An active member of the In-
temational Committee of Lawyers
for Tibet she travels around the
world mobilising people who be-
fieve in the force of law:. She was in-
strumental in preparing a report —
Violence and  Discrimination
-Against Tibetan Women — that
-was submitted to the United Na-
tions Cormmittee on the Elimina-
ton of Discrimination Against
Women. As a mediator and inter-
national lawver she believes the Ti-
betan problem can be solved
peacefully. She spoke to SHOB-
HAN SAXENA about the legal as-
pects of the Tibetan problem. Fx-

cerpis; ( \r \WX

B What does the International
Committee of Lawyers for Tibet
do?

We want a peaceful solution
to the Tibetan problem. The or-
ganisation was formed in 1989
with the purpose of providing le-
gal helpto the Tibetan cause and
for the protection of human
rights and democracy. There are
more than 500 members of the
organisation around the world.
Some are lawyers and some are
not, but they believe in the force
of law. We formed the organisa-

INTERVIEW )\

tion with- the objective §f
strengthening the legal case of
Tibet. Our objective has been to
provide a legal framework and
perspective to the Tibetan gov-
ernment and leaders, Of course,
it'snot our objective to suggest
them whether they should seek
autonomy or complete indepen-

dence, QQ‘ , /X

M Have you made any progress
in this direction?

Recently, we sent two fact:
finding missions to Tibet to find
out about the condition of
women and children there. On
the basis of our findings we pre-
pared a report — the Fabric of
Fear — on their condition.

B What are the findings of the
report?

We found that in Tibet repro-
ductive rights of women are be-
ing openly violated. They are be-
ing forced to keep the number of
children down to one. There
have been many cases of forced
abortions and this is happening
when Tibet doesn’t have a popu-
lation problem. Tibet never had
any population problem. This is
being done to change the demo-
graphic profile of Tibet. In the
prisons women prisoners are tor-

turgd and the form of tor-
is very gender-spe-
—— most women pris-

t their religion, cul-

and language. In
marly cases children are
beirlg encouraged to spy
on |their parents and
there are many children
in ptrison who face most
horfendous forms of tar-
ture] And most Tibetan
children continue to suf-
fer from poor health and
maktutrition.

B What do you think was
Tibel’s legal status when
the Chinese forces occu-
pied §tin 19597

Tibet was an indepen-
dent| country in 1959.
There was no doubt that
at th¢ time of annexation
Tibet was an indepen-
dent}and sovercign na-
tion. {The reason, 1 say. it
was povereign is that it
had 4 government which
perfqrmed all governmental
functfons — it conducted its
homgd affairs, it took care of for-
cign affairs and it sent fo and re-
ceivefl delegations from foreign
sounﬁes. Itwas a soversign state

for all practical purposes.

M And what is Tibet’s status
now?

Today, Tibet is an occupied
nation which is under colonial

sion of t
and Chi
45 2 pio
that is t©
vant.

B Wha
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it their IEnguage, religion and culture’

rule becaunse it lost its

independence

through invasion. In

international law, in-

dependence of a na-
. fion can not be taken
" away by acts of ag-
[ gression as that vio-
fates the sovereignty
of the nation,

B But when the Chi-
uese forces moved
into Tibet and the Ti-
befan government
appealed for help, al-
_most ail nations, in-
cluding India re-
fused to help. It
seems they had cer-
tain doubts about Ti-
bet's legal status?
Yes, there were
some doubts. And
doubts came to their
minds because of
history. Let us not
forget that for avery
long period both Ti-
bet and China were
under the rule of the
Mongols, And this
gave a false impres-
he unification of Tibet
na. And Tibet was seen
tectorate of China. But
yally wrong and irrele-

t right do the Tibetan

people have to determine their
future? Is their a legal basis to
give them the right to self-deter-
mination?

Yes, they have an absolute
right to determine their future.
This 1s based on two separate le-
gal pillars. First, every nation has
aright to territorial integrity that

M In his Strasbourg Proposals
the Dalai Lama offered a five-
point peace plan for Tibet which
plans to get an autonomous sta-
tus for Tibet. What are the mer-
its and demerits of this plan?

It has many merits. First it
Swill ensure the control of Ti-

Women in Tibet are being forced to
keep the number of children down to
one when it doesn’t have a population
problem. This is being done to change
the demographic profile of Tibet

protects it from any external ag-
gression. Second is the right to
self-determination which is guar-
anteed bythe Article 1 ofthe UN
Charter that guarantees right of
apeople to determine their own
political, economic and culturat
status.

Since Tibet was independent
at the time of Chinese invasion,
they have a right 10 self-determi-
nation, Even if we assume that
the Chinese are right in saying
that Tibet was never an indepen-
dent nation, the Tibetans have
the optibn to decide what they
want — total freedom, total inte-
gration into China or an au-
tonomous  arrangement with
China.

betan affairs by the Tibetan
government. Also they will be
able to manage their foreign af-
fairs in the fields of culture, sci-
ence and environment. Second,
it will lead to political stability
and peaceful coexistence in
China.

From the strategic point of
view it will be good as Tibetcan
be developed as a buffer state
between India and China. The

autonomous arrangement will -

also protect Tibetan culture and
illegal population transfer of
Chinese people from China to
Tibet will be stopped. -~

As far as demerits are con-

cerned I can see only one and-

that is the arrangement may fall

short of the expectations of those
Tibetans who want complete in-
dependence from the Chinese
rule.

B Is such an arrangement feasi-
ble?

I think it’s a viable option.
There are around 44 such
arrangements in different coun-
tries of the world and they are
working fine. I don’t see any rea-
son why such an arrangernent be-
ween Tibet and China won't
work.

i there is willingness on both
sides, autonomy for Tibet can be
successfully achieved. In the
1981(}s, Dreng Xiaoping told the
Dalai Lama that everything hut
independence was negotiable,
But unfortunately, the Chinese
have not taken any initiative
since then.

i How do you define autonomy?

Autonomy does not have a
precise meaning in international
faw. It can be defined as an
arrangement by which powers
are divided between the govern-
ment of the people of au-
tonomous region and the gowv-
ernment of the larger state.
Depending upon how these pow-
ers are divided, the autonomous
region can have limited self-gov-
erpance or substantial self-gover-

nanc%

r e
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China defends N
Tibet poli

iey,
BEIJING, June 22, < China

lashed out today at the Dalai
Lama and other critics of its
policies in Tibet, issuing a
lengthy report citing achieve-
ments in protecting the
region’s indigenous Tibetan
culture and {anguage.

The report follows protests by
Beijing apainst a meeting this
week between Mr Bill Clinton
and the Dalail Lama, who has
accused China of committing
‘enltural genocide’ in Tibet he
fled 41 years ago.

The report was issued to
“vefute the fallacy that Tibetan
culture has become extinet
clamored by the Dalai Lama
clique,” China’s state-run
Xinhua news agency reported.

It accused the exiled Tibetan
leader of fomenting separatism
and of trying to prevent devel-
opment by seeking o restore
the feudal theocratic system
that existed in Tibet before
China took control. — AP
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\/ghx 14 Warns
denmark over

s YR TTE e
O bADalar visit; ¢

REIJING, May 9. — (hina
today repeated its warning {n
Denmark over a schednlrid
meeting between the Danizh
Prime Minister and the Dalgd
Lama, saying it could harm
bilateral ties, (

& éw bepe

“We have expresied
that the Danish side Wwill han-
dle this igsue prudenily . so as
to prevent narmal development
of relations berween China ai:d
Denmark from being affectad.”
foreign ministry spokeswomen
Ms Zhang Qiyue said at a vez- |
ular news briefing. Ms Zharg=
cornments were a scftened vor-
sion of Beljing's -earlie:
damand that Copenhagen can
cels the meeting slated o 21
May at Copenhagen Inter-
national Airpert. — DPA

i
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FREETOWN: West African lead-
ers resolved on Monday to send
3,000 more troops to Sierra Leone
under U.N. supervision as rebels
freed the last of the peacc-kecpers
they had held hostage. ending a cri-
sis pitting pucrrillas apainy the
United Nations. ¢ ﬂiy

The heads of state decided 1o
send in forces under the command
of the United Nations Peace-keep-
ing Force in Sierra Leone. the exec-
utive secretary of the West Alrican
grouping Ecowas. Langana Kouy-
ale, announced, '"5,,‘

They also agreed tc vide secu-
rity for captured rebel leader Foday
Sankoh. now held in Frectown, Mr
Kouyate rcported. The summit of
the cconomic community of West
African states would ask the inter-
national community to fund the
troop deployment and command
would be [eft to the Ecowas mem-
ber state providing the greatest
number of troops, he said.

On Sunday rebels of the Revolu-
tionary United Front (RUF} freed
the last of the LLN. peace-keepers
seized earlier this month, raising
hopes that the country was pulling
back from the brink of civil war,

The U.N. mission spokgsman in
Sierra Leone said, “We believe that
all the peace-kcepers held hostage
by the Sicrra Leone rebels are now
free.”

The west leaders meanwhile also
decided to give “security” to RUF
[cader Foday Sankoh. in custody in
Freetown. A UN.-mediated peace
accord to end an eight-vear civil
wiar was torpedoed when the RUF
" seized nearly 300 UN. peace-keep-

ers earlier this month,
Ecowas executive

Leone... But that does npt mean
that we accepl massacres i
lation of the population.”
Fle added. “That does not mean
cither that he cannot be gried lat-
er... This is a decision taken unani-
mously, with Sicrra Leong’s Presi-
dent Ahmad Kabbah,”
President Kabbah said last week
he was considering placing rebel
leader Sankoh on trial |[for his
troops’ actions, despite an gmnesty
granted to him under lagt year's
peace accord, which also gave the
rebel a government post.
Kabbah appecaled at the summit
for the return of the West |African
peacc-keeping force (Ecomog) to
his country because it “has|a job to
do there™. Nigeria, which has 3,500
troops in Unamsil, was expected to
supply two-thirds of the| 3,000-
strong new contingent.
The Ecowas leaders would send a
defegation to Sierra Leone ta negoti-
ate a ceasefire, Mr Kouyate said. The
final group of 89 detained| peace-
keepers were freed in Foya on the
border with neighbouring [Li
and helicopfered to Monroyi
UiN. had demanded hostages be re-
leased unconditionaliy, UL
tary-general Kofi




(:huina accuses
Dalai of using
Karmapa to
separate Tibet

Beijing, May 30 ' Vv

CHINA TODAY accused Tibet's
spiritual leader, the Dalaj Lama of
coltuding with foreign forces to use
the 14-year-old Karmapa Lama to
split Tibet from China.

“The Dalat clique and some for-
cign forces have always tried to use
i to achieve their own goals,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Zhang Qiyue said while
buiefing reporiers on presidgnt K

gzit to

R Narayanan's op-gei
China, 9
Zhang Qiyue sald ia was

strongly opposed fo anybogdy using
the 17th Karmapa Lama, who fled
Hilret and arrived in Indik early
this yeur.

“We ate strongly opposed to the
efforts made by any people in any
way lo use the Karmapa to try and
sphit. China,” she said while con-
firming that Chinese President
Jiang Zemin and Indian President
K R Narayanan touched upon the
Karmupa Lama issue during their
1atks here yesterday.

A senior Indian official briefing
Fudian reporters here said that
Narayanan told Jiang that the
Kurmapa has been merely allowed
1o stay 10 {ndia but {t was up to him
to decide what kind of future be
saw for himself. (PTI}
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t\Sllence price of return to
\ China, says Dalai Lama "

TOKYD, APRIL 20, The Dalal Lama

says he could return any tme o
China but is unwilling to pay the
price — a vow of silence, The La-
ma has lived in exile for more
than 40 years but remains the
target of China's Communist
leaders, who fear bim as a rally-
ing point for the devoutly Budd-
hist inhabitants of bhis restive
Himatayan homeland.

“1 have already made the max-
imum concessions in spite of a
tot of criticisms from among our
awn people,” he told Reuters
shortty before winding up a
week-long visit t¢ Japan today.

“My approach is very realis-
tic.” Ching says it can return only
if he recognises that buth Tibet
and Taiwan are parts of China,
and ceases to engage in Separa-
tst activities. “But what conces-
stons are there left to make? 1
don't know,' he satd.

The Lama stressed that he had
long ago abandoned any preten-
sions to independence for the
poor and landlocked region but

. did want real aptonomy,

He dismissed the Taiwan inde-
endence issue as irrelevant,
saying Taipei should take a simi-

i lar realistic appreoach (o China. "

can return if [ make one beauti-
ful statement which the Chinese
Government wanis.

1 can return next week,” said
the Dalai Lama. However, he
stressed that his refurn alene
would be msufficiemt to end Ti-
het’s problems and urged Beijing
tg give up its policy of suppres-

sion. The Dalai Lama fled Tibet
for India after an abortive and
bloody uprising against the Chi-
nese rule in 1959 and has since
been locked in complicated on-
and-off negotiations with Beijing
on how to effect his retorn,

Infarmal channels of commau-
nication with Beijing were
abruptly shut down in late 1998,
soon after the V.8, President, Mr,
Bill Clinton's visit to China, he
said.

He held owut little hope of a re-
turn to Tihet, emphasising that
be best serves his people’s cause
— without compromising his
principles — by living outside the
region, which has been racked by
sporadic and violent and-Chi-
nese demonstirations since 1987.

The protests have almost all
heen led by monks, or Lamasg,
fram Tibet's once powerful mon-
asteries, which he described as
the focus of Beijing’s latest crack-
down on dissenting voices.

He cited restrictions on the
study of the Tibetan language,
arcests, terture — and even
deaths — and said tighter sup-
pression fn recent years made it
more difficult for him 1o cool the
emotions of Tibetans opposed to
Chinese rule.

“Actually the Government is
stepping up suppression and us-
ing force, Itis very difficult to tell
them.” Some of his younger fol-
lowers in India opposed his non-
violen! stand towards China, he
said.

g
.

j

China insists Tibet enjoys reli-
gious freedonm but has launched
a series of cackdowns, sending
work teams/ into monasteries,
limiting the/ pumber of Lamas
g and jailing bun-
unks and nuns op-

the interesis of Tibe-
tive in a landiocked

ce to the feudal theocracy
ad prevailed for centuries
unril/soldiers of China's People’s
Libepation Army annexed Yibet
in 1950. But he warned China
thay its policies could backfire,
resnilting in more unrest — and
aftér his death Beijing could find
itself with no influential individ-
ugl with whom to negotiate, The
sifuation on the strategic Hima-
ldvan plateau could then get out
f control.

“I think the Chinese leadership
nay eventually realise the cur-
rent policy i$ not wise,” the Dalai
Lama said. “Their top coneern is
stability and onity, but in Tibet
they use more force, more re-
pression,” he said. “Hesult —-
mare reseatment.”

He evaded questions as to
whether lie expected to be rein-

; u?”“ DU
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camated — thus continuing to
provide Betjing with an interloc-
utor on Tibet, “I have no full con-
trol over my own rebirth,” he
said.

Asked if he was holding back
from returning to Tibet to keep
one last card in his talks with
China, the Dalai Lama said,
“Yes”,

Sees Indian refuge
for Karmapa

The t4-year-oid Yiving Budd-
hia’ who escaped to India as he
could not endure to see the sup-
pression of his people, the Dalai
Lama said.

The 17th Karmapa Lama had
now won unofficial permission
to remain in India, the Dalai La-
ma added.

However, he feared thatanoth-
er boy, whom he had recognised
as the reincarnation of the sec-
ond highest Tibetan figure, may
be being tanght in China to
doubt the Buddhist faith.

Speaking for the firsi time
about why the 14-year-old Kar-
mapa Lama had decided to flee
China, he sald: “1 heard he had
left his own monastery and | was
very much worried. Then in one
or two days another report said
he had already reached Dharam-
sala.” The Karmapa Lama's es-
cape dealt a severe blow to the
attempts of China's Communist
Government (o control orga-
nised refigion through “patriot-
ic”  refigious  figures and
institutions, he said.



, 7
Karmapa’s parents

~Nd
REUTERS PN ks ~ \-ﬂr}}\
I e

BEIJING, March 1. — Chinesé-authorities have
gig, " detained thevparents of a
high-ranking Tibetan Lama
who escaped to India in
January, the Tibet
Information Network said.

The London-based group
said in a statement late yes-
terday that China has also
detained a Tibetan security
officer and a monk involved in
security at Tsurphu
monastery after the 14-year-
old 17th Karmapa Lama’s
escape to India.

The TIN statement was issued as UN Human
Rights chief, Ms Mary Robinson, arrived in
Beijing for two days of talks, and shortly after
the USA issued a damning report on China’s
human rights record, notably in Tibet.

TIN said Chinese authorities had taken the
Karmapa Lama’s elderly parents from their
home in Lhasa and moved them to Changdu pre-
fecture in eastern Tibet, where they were being
held under close surveillance.

The 17th Karmapa

detained

The whereabouls of the two detained security
workers from theg monastery was unknown, TIN
said.

A Changdu government official said the
Karmapa Lama’s| parents had been moved there
for their own prptection, but declined further
comment. Local dfficials said they knew nothing
of the other two reported detentions, i

TIN said China had launched a full investiga- !
tien into the Karmapa Lama’s zzcape, which
threatened a diplomatic tangle between China
and India after éxiled Tibetans urged Delhi to -
grant the boy political asylum.

The Dalai Lama has asked India to protect and
shelter the boy hut Indian officials say he has
not formally applied for agylum.

The Karmapa Lama, the highest Tibetan Lama
whose authority is recognised by Beijing and the
Dalai Lama, arrived in India on 5 January after
a 1,400 km journgy across the Himalayas.

The Tibetan goyernment-in-exile in India says
he fled to avoid religious repression and human
rights abuses in Tibet.

China says the hoy left Tibet to collect symbolic
ritual tmplements which belonged to the previ-
ous Karmapa Lama, leaving the door open to his
return.
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Ch;na detains

armapa’s

r%ents Tibet omedqj

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
GANGTOK, MARCH 1

THE Tibetan government-in-
exile has expressed concern over
reports of detention of 17th
Karmapa Unen Trintey Dorjee’s
parents by the Chinese govem-
ment.

Speaking over the telephone -

from Dharamshala on Wednesday
Tibetan gavernment-in-exile’s Min-
ister of Culture and Religion Ke-
long Tashi Wangdi said: “We have
received reports from various
sources that the Chinese authorities
in Tibet have allegedly forced the el-
derly parents of the Karmapa to
leave their home in the Tibetan cap-
ital of Lhasa and move to Changdu
prefecture in castern Tibet, the
parental home of Tibet’s third high-
est spiritual ieader, the Karmapa.
There they were kept under close
“surveillance”. The Tibetan minis-
tersaid: “We are greatly concerned
about the well-being of His Holi-
ness’s parents. We strongly protest

thus act of the Chmcsc government
and request them not to ke such’
reprisals against the famf{ly memn-
bers and close associatds of the
Karmapa staving back in Tibet.”
Wangdi said, “There arg also re-
ports of detention of a Tibetan se-
curity officer and a monH involved
in the security at the sdat of the
Karma Kagva sects | Tsurphu
monastery, from where the
Karmmapa had escaped. The where-
abouts of the twowasnof known.”
Karmapa Lama, whose author-
ity is recognised both by Beijing
and the Dalai Lama, arfived in In-~
dia on January 5 after 3 1,400 km
trek across the Himalayas, The Ti-
betan government-ingexile had
asked India to give refuge to the

Karmapa. The Indian huthorities, |

the

. Dharamshala.

vided with a heavy security
arrangement here. He igcatrying
out all his religious activitics and
spiritual studies under TibeYan spir-
itual teachers at the \Gyato
monastery on the outskkts of
Many pilgrims
come to pay their homage 1 lim
daily and so far no onc has asked
him to leave. He s fo stay at
DPharamshala for the time being.”
When asked about the possible
visit of the teenaged monk to the
Rumtek Dharma Chakra Centre
(DCC, the seat-in-cxile of the
Karma Kagyu sect, Wangdi said:
There is no possibility at present.
But he cay always come here ata
later stage.” Meanwhile, the Lon-
don-based Tibet Information Net-
worx in astatement handed over to
UN Human Rights chief Mary
Robinson said, “The Karmapa's
escape has dealt a severe blow to
the attempis of China's Commu-
nist government to control organ-
ised religion through patriotic reli-

pious figuresand institutions.”



{BALANCING ACT &

L . . . .
' Karmapa Lama in diplomatic crossfire QL\*

OW serious is Beijing when it tells Delhi that the “boy”

Karmapa Lama couid split China, and [ndia ghould desist
from offering him refuge? Beijing had harboured hopes that 1t
could groom the boy Lama to succeed the ageing Dalai Lama,
and thus secure its centrol over Tibet in a post-Dalai Lama
era when Chinese pelicies in Tibet are hound to pome under
increasing international serutiny., With the Karmapa Lama’s
flight to India, as well as the Dalai Lama’s recent |statements
aboeut the cultural genccide in Tibet, the fears that Tibet may

be bath firm and accommadating. Delhi should make it clear
to Beijing that India’s political system malkes il impossible to
muzzle the Dalai Lama or turn back the Karmapa Lama,

That Delhi is considering a mature response is evident in its
engaging China in a security dialogue, evan though kharp dift
ferences remain, These have historical reots and |will take
some time to resolve, but it is important to begin the process.
Nehru thought that Mao and Zhou en Lai were his ideological
soulmates, and was amazed to discover that the latter didnt
think so. Since then the pendulum has swung foo i
other direction, with commeon interests in trade and
being obscured by the question of control over sever,

iplomacy
1 square

Fernandes wittingly or unwittingly revealed during the run-
up to Pokhran II. China’s response has heen to tie down Ind}l;a
ow the

ment of disputes, If it makes belligerent sounds, il Is Lsually
to measure how far the other party will bend. In dealidg with

ple by George Fernandes’s attitudes. At the same time i} must
old the line where its real interests are invelved.
e Karmapa goes, it should give him shelter

As far as _
if tn become a bargaining ploy with the Chinese,

allow h
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“Karmapa shoul
head Rumtek, war

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA ¢ ! \

t

Buddlyst leader \

NEW DELHI, Feb. g, ——Allowmg Ugyen Trinley Dorjee, th
Karmapa who recently fled from China and surfa
Dharamshala, to head the Rumtek Monastery in Sikkim ¢
ate a "Kashmir-like situation” in the state, a senior Bu
leader has warned.

Kunzig Shamar Rimpoche (Sharmarpa), the second H
leader of the Kagvu school of Tihetan Buddhism, =aid tke R
Monastery could become an “extension” of China and that,

e 17th
ed in
ATl Cre-
ddhist

ighest
umtek

of the

Tsupphu Moaonastery in Tibet which was headed by the Karmapa

before he fled.
The Sharmarpa alleged that the Karmapa had come w

ith an

“assurance” for the people of Sikkim that China would shpport

their fight for independence if he was allowed tqg
Rumtek. “If the Indian government doesn't want troy
Si1kkim, they shouldn’t allow the Karmapa to hed
Rumtek Monastery.”

He ridiculed claims by the 14-vear-old monk that h
sneaked cut from the window of the monastery, trekked ¢
in snow-bound Himalayas for a week before req
Dharamshala.

“The room from which the Karmapa claims to have sneal
is on the sixth floor of the monastery. How could he jump fr|
sixth floor, fool the Chinese security and reach Dharan
unnoticed?”

The Rumtek Moenastery, 25 km from Sikkim, was construg

head
hle in
d the

e had
00 km
ching
ed out
om the
nshala

ted on

74 acres given by the then Chogyal. Monks at the monastery are

divided into two groups.

One is headed by Tai Situ Rimpoche who recognises the 14-vear-

old monk as the 17th Karmapa and head of the monastery,
the other faction is headed by Shamar Rimpoche (the Shary
who opposes the former’s claim and recognises a 17-year
Trinley Thive Dorjee — as the 17th Karmapa.

Both, Tai Situ Rimpoche and Shamar Rimpoche (Shary
were banned from entering Sikkim after the Rumtek D
Chakra Centre, the seat-in-exile of the Karma Kagvu seq
nessed violent clashes between factions in 1993,

The Sharmarpa claimed that nearly 240 monks were
out” from Rumtek in 1993. Those who were chased out in

while
marpa}
told —

narpa)
harma
t, wit-

“rhased

ciuded

the Sharmarpa.
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Dalai Lama sure of
his return to

YR
Wasnhington, February 28 \:R \” Z\

IBETAN SPIRITUAL leader the Dalai Lama,

| living in exile in India, has said he is certain of

his return to Tibet and expected that India

would allow the voung Buddhnist monk Karmapa
Lama to stay in the country,

"The duv of our return (to Tibet} with a certain
degrec of freedom will definitely come. T will definite-
Iv achieve that within my lifetime, T think," he was
quoted as saving in an interview to the Newsweek
magazine,

Stating that in the long run his approach to peace
and non-violence was the best, the Dalai said, "we suf-
fer because of China's violent policies. If we ourselves
toldow  that path, it is illogical. The Chinese
Communists have not tearnt this. They still think the
oua is the nltimate solution.”

The Dalai said he was surprised when the 17th
Karmapa, 14- vear-old Ogyen Trinley Dorje who fled
Tibet in the first week of January, appeared before his
government-ji-exile in Dharamsala.

The Karmapa's first werds to him was he that want-
ed to serve Buddha Dharma as well as the Tibetan
people which was difficult in Tiber.

There was no other alternative except escape, in
spite of great risks, the Dalai said, adding that the
voung monk did leave a note saying that he was not
against his monastery and his people.

The Dalai Lama said he thinks that the Government
ol Tndiz will allow the Karmapa to 'remain here.
Certainky he wants to stay here and study,”

The Karmapa. the Dalai Lama pointed out, is one of
the highest Latmas having a large number of followers.

Tibet ")

"Once he joins me here (Dharamshala), naturally it
will strengthen my hand. He can be a boost to Tibetan
aspirations.”

The Karmapa {s 2 young Lama who wants to study
Buddhism propetly. That is why he escaped. “That is
the reality.”

"(But) on the Chinese side, they think every move Is
political. Karmapa's escape was, to them, political.
Even my retreat jis seen by the Chinese as political.
There is too mucgh politics, too much suspicion,” he
told the magazin

Asking the Chigese povernment to think seriously
about Karmapa's dscape, the Dalai said his was not the
first (defection).

Another high Lama from the Kumbum monastery
{in Tibet), who was supported by China, escaped last
year to south erica, he said, adding "these are
symptams of sométhing gonte wrong” (with China's
approach).

On the state of religious freedom in Tibet, the Dalai
Lama said that superficially, there is some religious
freedom, but there are restrictions on serious practice.

The Chinese waint religious peopie to be patriotic
towards the Communist Party. "But how can that hap-
pen? The Communjsts destroyed Tibetan Buddhism.
A religious persom should be faithful towards the
destroyer of religior]? That is difficult, " he said.

On the reported fecling among pecple that China
had tried to manipulate the tradition of reincarnation,
the Dalai Lama said| "it is a totally senselgss thing.”

"How can someong who does not believe in religion,
specifically Buddhism, foist a reincarnation?... The
aspirations of the Tibetan people cannot be changed
by manipulations.” | (PTI)




Tibet issue has \/
hina in a spot,
savs Dalai Lama

The Times of India News Service

SARNATH  (Varanasi): The
supreme Tibctan
spiritual  leader,
the Dalai Lama,
said on Saturday
that on the ques-
tion of Tibet the
Chinese govern-
ment faced an em-
barrassing  situa-

wlE flon whenever the
Dalaitama  josue was raised as
their leaders had to opt for False-
hoad to justify their stand.

He said that the Sino-Tibetan re-
lationship had witnessed many ups
and downs over the last 50 years,
i but of late the Chinese attitude to-
wards the Tibetans had become
much harder and this had fed to &
communication problems since
1998.Talking to a group of mediz
petsons at the library of the Central
Institute of Tibetan Higher Studies
here, the Dalai Lama said that in re-
cent years the Tibetian issue was
' becoming more sensitive and diffi-

cult for China and that their incon-
venience was increasing day by day
with the increase in the peaceful
protest by the Tibetan sympathis-
ers, P

He said that Chins
icy was harmiui for both Chj
the Tibetans asit was not o
aging China’s image in the \world
but alsv posing problems for the Ti-
betans. He said that he had been
talking ahout the adoption of ‘mad-
hy- marg’ (middle path) for the
meaningful solution of the Tibetan

. erisis s it would not only protect
the cultural heritage and life-style
of Tibetans but also ensure better
prospects for the Chinese.

The Dalaf Lama, replying fo a
query, said that the Indian govern-
ment had been ‘over-cautious’ in
maintaining its relationship with
China on the question of Tibet.
**There is no need of being ‘over-
cantions® to such an extent as i
think that India is a democratic
country and the people have a sym-
pathetic role as they are concerned
about the Tibetan people.”

He, however, said that the Indizn
government had provided the max-
imumn level in rehabilitation and ed-,
ucation of refugee Tihetans. “We
are fully satisfied with the sympa-
thetic role of the government of In-
dia”, the PYalzi Lama said. Talking
about the institutional position of
the Dali Lama and the Panchen
Lama, he said that it was in the
hands of the people of Tibet,
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- Boy Lama recovering

.- after epic t

BEINING. JaN. 7 I'he boyv Lama. who
escaped from Chinese Communi-
st rule to India, reached Dharam-
sala after an cpic wek across the
Himalayas at the worst tine of the
yuear, The [d-yvear-old is now reco-
vering.

[Uis not clear how he started his
900-mile journey from his remole
monastery home, 30 miles north-
west of the capital, Lhasa.

The Lama started the trek last
week on foot. crossing mountain
passes and heavy snow, before ar-
riving at Dharamsala, “lie's ex-
tremety exhausted.” El
Dharamsala source said.

The Karmapa is being shielded
fromvisiors and Chinese author-
ities, who are enraged at losing a
religious leader they had been
grooming as ¢ palriotic” tool in
their 50-yvear campaign to sup-
press Tibetan independence.

Ihe situanon is so fragile that
the liletan Government-in-exile
has not yver confirmed whether
the Karmapa is in Dharamsala,
though an announcenent is x-
pected in the next twvo days

[he vaung Karmapa is the head
of the powerful RKagyupa sect. of-
ten nicknamed the “Black Hat”
sect, which wzs one of the first Lo
attract Western devotees in large
numbers. There are major mon-
asteries and centres in places as
far as Woodstock, in America, and
Eskdalemuir in Scotland.

The president of the North
Amencan branch of the sect, Ten-
zin Chonyi, said today that the
news of their leader’s escape was
“like a miracte.”

Chomvi, who was the personal
attendant ol the 16th Karmapa
and fled widh him from Tibet in
1954, received “reliable informa-
tdon' on Wednesday from disci-
ples in Dharamsala that  the
Karmapa had arrived with four
companions, "We have received
tnformation that he has moet the
Dalai Lama,” added Chonyl

He described the young pricst
as a great religious leader and the

reincamation of the 16th Karme-
pa. “From the tirsc dme Tomdt
him, when he was cighl years old,
vou could tell,” he said.

The Dalai Lama is fabelled as b
“terrorist” by the Chinese authott
itics. O %

oot

The Dalai Iu-]:;kmt set foat i hig
homeland since he fled during 4
failed uprising in 1959, cight years
atter his capital Lhasa was “libuerp
ated” by Chinese forces. In conp
trast. the 17th Karmapa has been
seen as a valuable ally of Beijing
until his escape. The boy was the
first high Lama ever to be officialt
Iy appreved in 1891 by the Chit
nese authorities.

He has been a guestat stale cer
emonies in Beijing. In 1845, hig
remate monastery was declared
“oputstandingly  patriotic’  ang
“law-abiding” by the authorsities
The voung Karmapa appears 19
have left his family behind in i
bet, unlike the Thalai Lama, whosg
mother and siblings stay in Dha
ramsala.

The Datai Lama’s brother, Ten
vin Choegval, who is known aj
TC. still runs a guest house in the
small Indian hill town. The 17
Karriapa was born in 1985 to noy
madic parents in the Lhathok red
ginn of Tiber. He was nicknaimee
Apo Gaga, or “happy brother * by
his aolder sister.

His carly life was divided hed
tween his Family and a monastery
where he was given the specia
education befitting a bov belicved
to be the reincarnation of a previy
ous Lama. In 1992, a party of
monks. using & leter handed
down by the Lsth Karmapa beford
his death in 1981, reputedly found
him with his parents in a camp he
had chosen. The letter had been
lost but was mysteriously found
inside an amuler 17 vears after thy
death. This fed 1w o bitter disputg
over che child's  authenticity
Howeser, ina gesture of cn-aper-
aticn that has never been repeaty
ed, the Dalal Lama and Beljing
both approved the young Lama.

THE HINDU
“g JANIID

rek

%) ‘

The Karmapa's au‘{[hemi('ir}’ in
the eves of the Tibetans made
him an asser in Beljing's fight to
destrov the Dalal Lama’s author-
ity. by aggressive “atheism cam-
paigns”, and by raising their own
Upatriotic’” Lamas under Com-

munist control,  When the Dalai
Lama, who is G4, dies, there will
be a fierce battle over kis rightful
reincarnation. The row will prob-
ably dwarl anvthing seen before,
as Beijing strives w find its own
credible candidate.

However, the Dalai Lama has
already said that he will not be
rehorn in territory under Chinese
control. Leading Lumas like the
Kartmapa, and the Panchen Lama,
will carry nmense sway.

The Telegraph Growyr Limii-
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s
Lama defection
a Chinese plot,

says Rumtek
Rimpoche

Qo o]
STATESMAN msys%e‘nwca

NEW DELHI, Jan. 8. — The
14th Sharmapa Rimpoche of}
the Karma Kagyu sect has|
denounced the arrival im;
McLeodgany of Urgyen Trinlay !
Derji, recognised as the 17th!
Karmapa by the Chinese gov-
ernment in 1992, i

The Rimpoche today said the
Karmapa's arrival inf the seat
of the Tibetan government-in-
exile and home of the Dalai
Lama was a Chinese ploy to
take possession of the black
crown and other spiritual
belongings of the sect, now in
safe-keeping at Sikkim’s
Rumtek monastery.

“Urgyen Trinlay is an inno-
cent boy who should not be
used far political purposes.”
According to him, the lama

® Another report
on page 12

came here with Chinese sup-
port. “I don't believe he
escaped or came without their
permission. The flight was
designed {0 divert attention
from Thaye Dorji {the other
Karmapa} who was recognised
according to our sacred tradi-
tions.”

Thaye Dorji had begun his
teaching and received world-
_wide recognition from the fol-
lowers of the Karma Kagyu.

India reacted cautiously to
the defection, saying it was
inguiring into the circum-
stances of his reported arrival
and its consequences. China
has go far plaved down the
flight, saving that if it was
indeed. an escape, it would
expect India not to harbour the

® See LAMA: page 10

LAMA:

_ {Continued from page 1)

lama and add to its embar-

\
[/rassment.
The Karmapa, who is always

a reincarnation of his prede-
cessor, is “discovered” on the
basis of a prediction made by
the latter. Four regents had
been appointed for the purpose
hy the last Karmapa.
Differences ensued between |
them after his death, which
ultimately led the Shamarpa
Rimpoche — the second most
important dignitary of the sect
— to enthrone another boy
from Tibet, Trinlay Thaye
Dorii, as the 17th Karmapa, in
March 1994. The Dalai Lama
had earlier approved the con-
secration of Urgyen Trinlay.

The Shamarpa said he recog
nised the Tibetan government
in-exile and didn’t think th
Dalai Lama's support to th
“*Chinese” Karmapa te b
whalehearted. He expected t
Indian government to take cog-
nisance of the seriousness
ihe gitnation and take app
priate measuresg

89 for a lorensic examina-
on, but refrained from doing
£0, and added that hiz talks
with the Dalai Lama in June
1992 had been brought forejbly
w0 an end because some gaid
there was a risk of a “blpod-
bath”.

On whether he expected|any

violence now, he said: {Nat
from our side. From their side,
I don’t know.” He said the
Chinese governmwent wag try-
ing to revive the old imperial
law in Tibet, whereby Bpijing
would be able to manipulate
high religious functions in
Tibet to its gwn advantage.

The Tibetan government-in- |
exile today confirmed that the .
third highest lama of Tibetans |
had indeed defected and
reached Dharmashalajat the
end of a clandestine and tor-
tous journey acroys the
Himalayas, adds UNL
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e Wt Out of Tibet o,

|
THE ESCAPE of the 14-vear old Karmapa Lama flom Lhasa
will not only revive memories of the Dalai Lama’s flight to
freedom from the Tibetan capital four decades|ago but also
underline the point that nothing really has changed in the
Himalayan country. For all the efforts of the Chinese to bring
up the boy lama as a “patriot”, as opposed to the Dalai Lama’s
categorisation as a “terrorist”, the Karmapa Lama chose to

what he probably considered his prison despite all the facili-
ties. The Dalai Lama’s presence in India must have also acted
as a beacon. Besides, it could not have been a secret to the 14-
vear old that the Dalai Lama’s status as the spirityial leader of
Tibet is acknowledged all over the world whereas the name of
Panchen Lama, who stayed back in China, is nearly forgotten.

For the Chinese, the escape is an obvious embarrassment if
only because it will further encourage the pro-Tibgtan iobbies
in the US and elsewhere which have pever accepted the
Chinese “conguest” of the roof of the world. The Chinese
claim that all is now well in Tibet, and that the atfocities dur-
ing the cultural revolution in the Jate sixties and eatly seventies
were an aberration, will again be regarded with deep scepti-
cism. Whether there is a Chinese “conspiracy”,
suggested by some Buddhist groups in India, is still unclear,
India, of course, has no role in this matter, and will have to say
so in reply to any complaints that Beijing might jmake. The
problem is between Tibet and China and if the Tibetans want
to escape from Chinese “suzerainty” and seek refuge in India,
we cannot turn them back just as we could not deny any hospi-
tality to the Dalai Lama. Not only will it be against|the Indian
cuttural tradition, the Chinese occupation of Tibet|is also not
quite the fait accompli as Beijing tends to believe.| A suppos-
edly “legal” presence in a country with the help of the army is
no longer deemed adequate. The consent of the local people is
also nceded. The latest escape from Lhasa suggests that this
may not be the case.

THE HINDUSTAN TMES
10 JAN 200



was often extolled as an example of the benevolence of
Beijing’s minorities’ policy, Five yvears ago the dal
and Beijing backed different candidates for the

counter to the dalai lama. Along with this has/come a

contact with his India hased spiritual teacher: ]
attempts to use him against the dalai }Jama did
matters. Ny

N
That the 14 year 01d karmapa \ﬂed }rom Tibet to

ideological moorings and the social dislocation caused
by economic change. The Indian governm
silent about the karmapa’s arrival. New Delpi
is complicated by the existence of a rival karmapa who
lives in Tndia. India’s position should be consistent on
two points. First, that it unofficially accepts the dalai
lama as Tibet’s leader in exile and wiil foilow his lead in
intra-Tibetan squabhbles. Second, until the story behind
his departure is clearer, India will providethe karmapa
sanciuary in the same way it has done to thousands of
other Tibetans. India’s suceour to Tibetan refugees has
long helped conirast the country’s demogratic creden-
tiais to China's totalitarianism. India’s gelations with
China are on the mend. But it does not owe Beijing any
special faveurs, especially when it comes to a problem
that 7{35 from the brutality of China'd internal poli-
cies.
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I China were India, the authorities in Bek1j' g\"would have [appointed
an inquiry commission € probe the ‘intelligende failure” which allowed
Ugven Trintey Dorje, the 17th Karmapa of Tibdtan Buddhism, to leave
his monastery in Lhasa undetected and travel oser 1,000 kilometres all

the way across Tibet and into India. Then again, if China werg

India, the

Karmapa might never have embarked upon such a dangerous journey, a
jeurncy reminiscent of the one undertaken by the Dalai Lama 41 years

carlicrin the wake of the Chinese invasion of Tibet. For all the

supposed

chunge in Beijing's traditionally hostite policy towards Tibetan religious
and cultural practices. the Karnapa's flight 1s proof of the fact that the
Chinesc authorities still feel profoundly threatened by the region’s au-
tonomous temper. The excesses of the Cultural Revolution — when

monasteries were desecrated and ransacked by Maoist zealp
have given way to greater tolerance and faux mass produced

s — may
Buddhist

relics for sale to international tourists, but Tibet today remains a tightly
controlled zone of unfreedom. The political intolerance of State Social-

ism and the excessive freedoms of the market economy have

come to-

gether to undermine the spiritual plenitude and tranquillity $f the land.
By travelling to India in a dramatic manner, the boyish Karmapa has
sent an unmistakable message to the Chinese government. If{Tibet is re-
ally an integral part of China. Beijing should stop feeling so threatened

by the region’s desire for autonomy.
While New Delhiis embarrassed by the sudden arrival of th

e Karma-

pa —— the H-vear-old is the third most revered figure in the Tibetan
Buddhist clerical hierarchy and the only one officially recogq'ivsed by the

Chinese government — there is, in fact, no reason for disco
dia has always given sanctuary to those who have crossed jit
looking for help. The Vajpavee government is reportedly |p

fiture. In-
s borders
ondering

over a request for political asvlum made by the Dalai Lama on the
Karmapa’s behalf The feeling in South Block is that humanitarian con-

siderations must be balanced by the need to keep bilateral

rclations

with Beijing on an even keel. After the chill which followed Mr George
Fernandes’ pronouncements on China in 1998 and the Pokhran IT nu-

clear tests which came shortly after, relations between the tw

countries

have been on the mend. Having said that, there is no reaspn why the
Karmapa issue should come in the way of a further improvement. The
vnly glitch is the presence in India of the Clinton administration’s spe-
cial envoy on Tibet; Beijing is bound to suspect the US has played a part
in the Karmapa’s flight. While granting the Tibetan lcader the right to
stay in India for as long as he likes, the government should gvoid politi-
¢ising or internationalising the matter. New Delhi should also tell the
LIS in no uncertain terms that while its envoy is free to do whatever she
likes om behalf of the Tibetan causc, she need not exert herself while on
Indian soil. However. the most important lesson trom the efitire drama

is one Beijing nceds to learn. The Karmapa’s place is with his
Tibct but he fled because he was not allowed to travel or enjoy
mocratic freedoms. While India is honoured to have himas p

people in
other de-
guest, it is

cssential that the Chinese government create the conditions for hi?o/

return to his hometand. where he is much needed by his flock.
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Uncertainty lovins

over Karmapa
Rimpoche’s fu

o

ute

O Police lighten security for 14-yr-old Lama
QLJAC eriticises Shamar Rimpoche faction

By Jagdish Bhatt and Agencies

SHIMIA: It had all the trappings
of a great escape. But having
reached Mel eodgan on January 3
from Tibet along with his entourage
ol six, Ugyen Trinley Dorje, the 14-
year-old Karmapa Rimpoche. now
remains in jsolation at the Tibetan
centre here. close to the headquar-
ters of the Tibetan government-in-
exile.

There is a virtual clamour at the
offices of the Tibetan government-
in-exiic from the press and others
requesting an audience with one of
the highest Lamas of the Kargyu
school of Ti-
betan Bud-

nol have any adversg effect as this
1 a humanitarian issye,”

On its part, the [gdian govern-
nicnt said no formal request had
been received for -ipelitical asy-
lum™ from the Karmapa and that
his status in India wag still to be de-
termined. To a questign on whether
the Chinese government had con-
tacted India over the defection of
the sevenleenth Karmapa, an ex-
ternal affairs spokedperson said,
“MNot that [ am aware ¢f”

“There is a lot of uncertainty
about the Karmapa’s|plans. Initial
reporls said he might fike to move
to Gangtok in Sikkim, where the

arp maorlastery of his

dhism. Appre- =] predecessor, tthic
hending a “seri- sijteenth
ous throat” (o Karmapa err;-
the life of the poche, was es-
voung spiritual tablished al:te_r
leader. the po- hit] duf:om ( I'I|1xt
lice on Monday na. rece
tightencd secu- {gp t‘.SeSﬂOyt &hﬁl
rity around they pre ot will-
Karmapa Rim- ing tp have him
pocbg Superin- ;?i‘lelrx’ r:lglgxi .:i’rg
Iiecnxqitt'nl[)h?f,p(" Karmapa Rimpoche poses for a|sourde said.

e 4 AN | picture on Monday at an undisclosed | Thére  were
sala KL ocati Dharantsala. N
Shadyal  said. [_ocooonnear S also reports that

“We are taking all possible mea-
sures to ward off threats to his life.”

The Dalai Lama, who is reporied
to be in retreat. is said to have met
the ld-year-old on two occasions.
'The firsl was on January 5, when the
entotrage landed at McLeodganj,
and the second on January 8, a day
before the Karmapa was shifted to
the Tibetan centre.

Although it is not known what
transpired between the Dalai Lama
and the Karmapa. sources told this
newspaper that the temporal and
spiritual head of the Tibetans told
the 14-year-old of the likely reper-
cussions of his arzival in India.

Sources said efforts were on to
scek  political asylum  for  the
Karmapa [rom the government of
India, at least until such time as he
can take a decision on his future
plans, The Tibetun government-in-
exile's self-styled minister for reli-
gion and culture, Tashi Wangdi,
said, “If the Karmapa makes a
strong request for asylum. India
wil! definitely consider it on hu-
manitarian grounds as the country
has historically given asylum to all
refugees.” Askcd whether granting
him asylum would affect Indo-Chi-
na relations. he said. ! hope it will

he mlight move
to the Sherabling mongistery near
Baijnath. about 70 |km from
Dharamsata, Sherabling s the
monastery of Tai Situ Rimpoche. 4
close associate and disciple of the
l1ath Karmapa Rimpoche, who was
also instrumental in searching for
and cstablishing that Ugyen Trinley
Dorjc was the seventeerth reincar-
nation of Karmapa Rimgoche.
[.ocal government officials said
that as far as they were doncerned,
the matter now lay betwcen the
government of India and the Ti-
betan government-in-ekile. "We
will abide by the instructions we get
from the Centre,” an offidial said.
Meanwhile. in Gaitglgk, a joint

issuc. Shamar Rimpoche had earli-
ersaid in Delhi that Ugyef’s “flight
1o freedom” was stage-managed in
conmivance with Chinesc feaders in
order to claim the ‘black crown’
and other belongings of tHe Karma
Kagyu school. which werejpresent-
Iy with Thaye Thinley Dorjge, based
in West Bengal's Kalimpong.

|
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China issues ve

) .. W
‘Pohitical asylum to Karmapa

RIS |
Beijing, January 11 - A

=HINA TODAY issued a
Q veiled warning to India not

“to give political asylum to
the 14- vear-old Tibetan spiritual
leader who escaped to India lasy
week, Foreign Ministry spokesman
Zhu Bangzao indicated that any
political asylem granted o the
Karmapa Runpoche would violate
the “five principles of peaceful co-
existence” which form the basis of
bilateral relations between New
Delhi and Beijing.

A

pledged allegiance to Beijing's rule
and was recognised by both China
and Tibetan leader the Dalai
Lama.

“The Indian side has said in
explicit terms thal it recognises
Tibet as an inalienable part of
Chinese territory and that the
Dalai Lama cannot engage in
political activities in India. I think
the Indian side is well aware of
this,” Zhu said.

Governmen
musical

and Buddhist

Indian side,” he said.
Meanwhile In

India circumspect

McLeodgan;,

police were
ment

lama, the 17
Trintey Dorie
waiting for =

begin the i

him as
Superintend.
Sadyal said
monk "canr: -
v withou:

cate", he ~u -

time being

" Gyatso Mo

go-aben
process of 1o

ed threat

UMt
will g%vm ative of Panchshee! leals’

Zhu reitgrated the Chinese
‘s official view, stated
last week, that the Karmapa had
gonie abroag to collect a "black hat
tnsiru-
ments,” refprring to the black hat
ibetan Buddhism. "It is
reported that be (the Karmapa) is
aow in India, but we haven't yet
had any gonfirmation from the

01T poaverit-

~ - begin the

qg the hoy
“mapa Ugven
fugee . T am
sient nod {o
of registering
2ee.”  Senior
Police X C

+ year-old boy
rere indefinite-
ration certifi-
ul said "for the
sapa 8 safe at
v {about 17 km

the

"China and India have stated in from here:
explicit terms that they will devel- THERE WAS no change today in India's highly circumspect position Asked w1 - . there was any
op and imprave bilatersl refations | on the young Tibetan Lama's continuing pregence in its territory even move o the monk o
and on relevant issues the India | as China cautioned against granting politscal asylum to him. The offi- |  Sherabin:, astery at Tashi
side has made commitments,” Zhu cial spokesman for the MEA said that the Tgdian Government was yet Jong villee. . Baijnath, 70 km
satd. "We hope that the Indian side | to take a decision on the status of the 17th Karmapa Ugyen Trinley |  from bers Ad "may be subse-
will sivictly observe their commit- Dorje, adding that there was stil! no formd} request to prant the boy quently b - moved there, but
ments so as to further improve and monk political asylum. Asked ta specily thd time required by the Govt | nothiny ¢ )t
develop China-India refations.” to dectde the Karmapa's status, the spokesman said, 'T don't know how Mean SOUrces i

The Karmapa arvived in long it would take." He also sidestepped] questions on the Chinese |  Tibeian wvernment-in-exile”
Dharmasala last week after an Govermment's veiled warning against granting political asyhom to the here W entire registration,
arduous weck-jong trek over the Karmapa " HIC, New Delhi which - month or two, will
Himaiayy.«— He had previously < _/q begin - - {Agencies)
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/Same diet, greatef odds
- in Tibetan escape.sequel

FROM SUJAY GUPTX .r\'N/
{

McLeodgunj, Jan. 12: In 1959,
the Dalai Lama, then 24, accompa-
nied by Buddhist clerics and pro-
tected by Tibetan resistance tro-
ops, escaped the marauding Chi-
nese army to trek across rugged
mountainous terrain into India.
Forty years later, a teenage
spiritual leader, evading Chinese
guards, followed the Dalai Lama’s
foatprints across the Himalayvas
on his more arduous flight to free-

dom. A
A\ai Lah‘l‘a‘é and the

“If

Karmapa’s flights were recorded
as marathon races, the hoy would
have won hands down both in te-
rmsof time and speed,” Lhasang
Tsering, a Tibetan leader, said,
gueting a scholar who is one of
the few persons in touch with the
14-year-old Urgyen Trinley Dorje.

Slipping past the guards at
Tsurphu monastery — the seat of
the Karmapa's Kagvut sect — on
December 28, the teenage leader,
dressed in civilian clothes, made
his way to Nepal and crossed into
Uttar Pradesh, reaching Luc-
know,

From there, he went to Delhi
and then headed ; north to
Dharamshala via Chandigarh. He
changed vehicles thrice — once at
the Tibet-Nepal botder, next at the
Nepal-Uttar Pradesh frontier and
finally at Delhi.

During their eight-day trek,
the Karmapa, his sister and five
followers survived on tsampa, a
Tibetan speciality made of crush-
ed roasted barley The Dalai Lama
was on a similar dief during his
flight.

To the

avoid suspicion,

Karmapa and his followers shed

their monk's attive for denim jack-

ets and trousers while hig sister
wore a loose robe. The Dalai
Lama, during his escape, had

dressed as a soldier.
The young leader, despite re-
quests from his 24-year-old sister,

refused to contact the Tibetan re-

ception centre at Kathmandu as
he felt that Nepal “would be easily
bullied by China" and he would be
tracked down.

Tashi Tsering has afairideaof
theroute taken by the Karmapa as

he had fled Tibet around the same
time as the Dalai Lama. Though
he is not allowed to speak to the
media, The Telegraph gotin tou-
ch with his close friend, Lhasamg.

According to Lhasang, Tdashi was

“surprised and shocked” when he
heard the Karmapa's tale.

The Karmapa chose to escape

in winter for two reasons. First,
the Chinese guards are not as
alert and the checks are not that

|

Urgyen Trinley Dorje. (AFP)

stringent. Second, most of the
mountain lakes are frozen and
can be crossed on foot.

The group of seven set out in
two jeeps from Tsurphu. Before
every checkpost, they got off and
headed for the mountains.

After the jeeps crossed the
checkpoints, the Karmapa and his
companions would join the vehi-
cles. They followed this ritual
nearly 20 times until reaching
west Nepal through Mushtang.

Here they abandoned the vehi-
cles and hired two other jeeps.
The fleeing clerics told the
Nepalese drivers to first take
them to Kapilavastu and then pro-
ceed to Sarnath, near Varanasi.
The party probably entered Uttar
Pradesh through the Barni bor-
der in Sidharthnagar.

Once in India, they changed
vehicles again, but hired one jeep
which took them to Dethi. Here,
they shifted to an Ambassador
taxi and, posing as Tibetan stu-
dents, left for Dharamshala.

Tashi, whe has recorded the
Tibetan struggle, was sought out
by the Dalaj Lama’s administra-
tion the day the Karmapa arrived.
He, however, is yet to figure out
how the Buddhist leader got Indi-
an currency to pay for his journey.

The Karmapa, who is believed
to be staying at a Buddhist temple
15 km from Dharamshala, has
been reading rhe latest literature
published by the Dalai Lama’s ad-
ministration. “He (the Karmapa)
is very restless and wants to know
all about polities and the official
stand of the government-in-exile
on the solution to the Tibet eri-
sis,” Lhasang said.

B Another report on Page 6

o
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EITNG might have én e sophxsncatcd
than publicly to raise sovereignty issues in the
context of the young Karmapa Lama finding

refuge in India. His flight from Tibes, not hispresence in

india, raises questions about the extent of Chinese au-
thority in Tibet and the chatlenge to it from Buddhist
religious institutions and leaders. Those questions
would have arisen wherever the boy lama sought
refuge. His “defection” would have been just as em-
barrassing for the Chinese leadership if he had sur-
faced in Europe or the US. But the Chinese Jeader-
shipdoes notseem to have thought this one through.
anycase it has always been excessively sensitive about
Tibet and the Dalai Lama in itsdealings with India. So
it is not surprising to find the Chinese leadership reit-
erating the principlesof panchsheel and India’s stated
positionon Tibetat at this juncture,

Had India-China relationsbeen warmer than they
are it wouid not have been necessary 1o state the obwi-
ous, This suggests somne reassurance is required. It may
be wise to assert that India is asinterested in Befjing in
improving the bilatera! relationship but mustbe left to
decide the Karmapa issue taking into account many
other important factoss as well. Perhaps Beijing does
not quite appreciate how complex is the probler pre-
sented by the boy Jama tuming up one moming. In
finding a sotution the Indian goverrument must iook for
what s in the best interests of everyone concerned. The
India-China relationshipis onlyone, albeitverv impor-
tant, faclor. Others ate the boy farna himself, the Kagyo
sect, the Tibetan diasporain India and Indiasrelation-

Wasitvoluntary? How much did the Jocal Chinese au-
thorities know about § 7 Is the boylama, his adult sister
or monks from Tsurphu menastery in Tibet answer-
able for hiswelfare? Furthermore, the impact must be
consicered of any dedision not only on Indian domestic
opinion but also on 1,50,000 Tibetans who rightly en-
Jjoviull freedom fo edpress themselves.

India has three pptions: hand the Karmapa back
to Chinese authoritles, give him asylum in India or al-
low him to seck asylum in anather country. Beijing’s
oppressive policies are responsible for the alienation
of Tibetans. No miatter how vital the Karmapa is to
China’s programanpe of pacifying the monasteries, 1o
return the boy langa to China & areption India must
not exercise. Todg sowould be toretumhim o a state

!

of perpetual imprisonment. He must be given the -

. To provide him & home in this
ordwith Indian traditions and maost

a powerful Buddhist sect with deep
and powerful links in the West or

here. Tn any case, it is high time that
has actively espoused the Tibetan
cause thus far, glep intohelp the Karmapa Lama.

INDIAN EXPRE*E.
19 JAN 2T
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iy Beware of a

THE GOVERNMENT needs to be commended for exercising
cautiof on the sudden arrival last weell of the 14-year-old
Karmaga Lama. Equally commendable s the government's
endeavour to probe all possibilities surnounding the China-
sponsored Karmapa’s mystifying flight from Tibet. For one
thing, it is not yet clear how the boy lama and his associates

escaped from their heavy Chinese security
his coming to India can only exacerbate t

based Karmapa against China’s claimant,
gered violent clashes between rival Tibe
particularly in Sikkim where the Karma K
has its exile headquarters. Given that the
extent been stoked by foreign interests a
to be concerned about the larger impli
development for its internal and extef
China pursued its Karmapa strategy by
influence in the Kagyu school, based at §
Rumteck monastery, some rival clerics
Taiwan’s support. While all this was

cover, For another,
he row over who the

real Karmapa is. The eight-year-old dispute, pitting an India-

has in the past trig-
tan groups in India,
[agyu religious order
discord has to some

nd money, {ndia has
cations of the latest

nal security. While

¢ supposedly buying

ikkim’s 270-year-old
reportedly received
happening, India’s

approach was characterised by apathy, with local authorities
treating the increasingly fierce dispute as § law and order prob-
lem and national policy-makers oblivious jof its long-term ram-
ifications and their potentially central roje in finding a settle-
ment. Just as India was beginning to appreciate the signifi-
cance of its role, it has been confounded by the China-backed
Karmapa’s unforeseen arrival.
With both claimants on its territory now, India has to try and
use its good offices to resolve the dispute {n a way that its inter-
ests are best served. If two of the three Tibetan “living
Buddhas” are seen to be on India’s side and on the side of free-
dom -— the Dalai Lama and the Kammapa Lama — the
Chinese Communists will be hard put to credibly use their pup-
pet Panchen Lama as a symbol of their| repressive rule over
Tibet. India and the Dalai Lama have to be wary of any trap .
and perhaps coordinate their moves to) settie the Karmapa -
issue. Until the official investigations ar¢ complete, it will be

premature to conclude that the boy lam
eluding Chinese security. Beijing knew wi
claim to the title was incomplete without

facts as it seeks to put India on the defe

really accepted Tibet as “an inalienabl
Reijing claimed on Tuesday. India’s polig
is an autonomous part of China, which hg
a vag$al state. In referring again to the B
Beijing will do well to remember that it b
/th¢m from the 1930s. India needs to be
( lyeal asylum to the boy lama.

sacred “black hat” in India. Instead of ac
Karmapa has taken refuge in India, China continues to fudge

defected to India by
cli that its Karmapa's
the lama securing the
knowledging that the

nsive, While continu-

ing to be circumspect, India should point out that it has never

¢ part of China”, as
v has been that Tibet
swever treats Tibet as
anchsheel principles,
1as repeatedly abused
in no hurry to grant
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Resume dialo
al La

with D
US urges

Washington, fanuary 12 W !

E US$ has called upon
China to resume dialogue
with Tibetan spiritual leader

Dalai Lama 1o preserve Tibet's
unique cuttural heritage following
reports that Beijing had launched a
crackdown on the Tsurphu
monastery in Lhasa which the 17th
Karmapa fled.

"We call on China 1o enter into a
dialogue with the Dalai Lama to
preserve Tibet's unique religtous,
cultural and ethnic heritage,” state
department spokesman James
Rubin told reporters at a Press
briefing yesterday.

The US, he said, has been dis-
turbed about the human rights sit-
uation in Tibet and restrictions on
Tibetan Buddhism.

The US is also concerned about

€
a,

China .

£
monks arrested, he said. lWe All
be trying to confirth this repprt.
"We have seen rgports,” said
Rubin, "that offigials of the
Tibetan governmentin-exile have
requested the Indian Foreign
Ministry to grant him asylum. We
have no information gbout the sta-
tus of any asylum request,”

The Indian Government in New
Delhi said yesterday that it had
received no "formal| request” for
asylum but that any decision would
be viewed in the context of histori-
cally close ties with Tibet. An
External Affairs Ministry official
said he was "not aware” of any
communication from Beijing on
the issue.

In a veiled warnipg yesterday,
China, which has odgeupied Tibet
since 1951, had said [politicat asy-
lum to the Karmaga would be
inconsistent with the |principles of
Panch Sheel.

reports that the monastery in the
Tibetan capitaf, which the Lama
fled, cen raided and two

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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By Sujay Mehdudia . \ o
DHARAMSALA, (H.P.}, JAN. 12. The Tibetan gov-
ermnment-in-gxile is pow lobbying to mount
pressure on the hiwdian Government to recog-
nise the presence of the 17th Karmapa and
grant him political asylum.

The assistaiice of the U8 has also, report-
edly been sought for the purpose. Though it
may be a coincidence, the visit of the 11.5.
Assistunce Secretary of State for Population
and Migration Affairs, Ms. Juia Tafi, who also
happens to be the Specizl Secretary for Tibet,
is also being watched with great interest. Ms.

fTaft, whao is here (o overlook the scheme initi-

ated for Tibetan refugees, is reported o have
held cansultations with senior Tibetan offi-
cials last evening over dinner.

The Tibetan government-in-exile is still as-
sessing the situation. It seems the Kashag (Ti-
betan Cabinet) which met here Jast evening, is
divided on how to formally request the tndian
Government for political asylum.

Senior Tiberan officials said the Govern-
ment-in-exile had been rattied by the sudden
artival of the 17th Kurmapa. Some officials
have reportedly got in touch with their people
in Lhasa to gauge the mood there and ascer-
tain the circumstances which led to the flight
of the Karmapa. Struggling to come round to a
firm stand on the issue, the Tibetans, il seems,
arc now waiting for the Indian Government to
make the first move before anything is taken
up formally at the highest level.

Some senior officials of the Intelligence Bu-
reau have also arrived in Mcleodganj and have
held consultatinns with the Tibetan officials. A
Joint Secretary rank official of the Ministry of
txternal Alfairs also met senior officials of the
Tibetan Catwnet and discussed the issue.

Lo WA ;
(‘g State officials here‘a}e

':lltrigued why he iy
not being put up in the spiritual leader Dalai
Lama’s palace in Mcleodganj which enjoys
the highest protection as the [4-vear-old faces
a security threat. When the issue was raised by
police officials with the Tibetan Cabinet mem-
bers, they are learnt to have replied that protn-
col does not allow this. However. under the
given circumstances, should things like proto-
col get precedence over the security of the
“Living Buddha'™?, a senior official asked.

The State authorities are still awaiting ward
from the Central Government on how to deal
with the extraordinary situation. 1n normal
circurastances, any Tibetan niigrant coming
to Himachal Pradesh without valid documents
is treated as “illegal person” and is deporied
afrer registration of a police case against him.
Officials said on an average, around 15 to 20
Tibetan refugees walk into Dharamsala every-
day without wvalid documents. Many have
been deported but sormehow manage to get
back. But in the case of the Karmapa and his
six other associates, the ball is in the court of
the Central Government.

Tibetan officials feel that international opin-
ion in the coming days would force the Indian
Government to take a decision noiwithstand-
ing the threat from China which has asked
India not to grant political asylum tc the Kar-
mapa.

Declared ‘out of bounds’
The Gyuto Fameche Tantrik monastery in
Sidhbari, where the Karmapa has been
housed, presents the picture of a fortress as it
has been declared “out of bounds” for the
Tiberan people and other visitors,

A visit to the monastery by this reporter not
only confirmed the presence of the Karmapa

THE HINDU
13JAN 200

from Delhi

but also gave an insight into the kind of securi-
ty provided to hin in view of the serious threat
to his life. After climbing uphiit 1o the foot-
steps of the monastery, one is greeted by the
sign “closed”. Along the steps Tibetan security
officials stand grard to prevent any unwanted
person gaining entry.

The first 1ing of security consists of Tibe-
tans. Under strict instructions not to allow
anyone inside, their duty is to frisk unwanted
people. The local Tibetans have been told not
to visit the monastery as it is still under con-
struction”. Some senior officials of the Tibetan
Cabinet arc the only ones apart from officials
from the State Government and Ingelligence
Bureau who are allowed to go inside.

The second ring comprises armed guards
from the Himachal Pradesh police. They keep
a check on all incoming visitors and are armed
with automatic rifles and SLRs. They stand
guard at the side gates which have now heen
made the main entrance.

Assisting them at the side entrance are the
Tibetan officials and plain-clothesmen of the
CID. Mertal detectors, walkie-talkies and other
electronic gadgets have been installed rto
check all visitors. A register is being main-
tained of the VIP visitors.

This reporter managed to sneak in and have
an inside view of the monastery. One could
see another ring of [nrelligence officials keep-
ing an eye inside the various ronms with etec-’
tronic gadgets amd walkic-talkies in their
hands.

The Karmapa is learnt lo be reading scrip-
tures most of the time, He is said to be in fine
health and doctors of the Tibetan Govern-
ment-in-exile ar(-/undersmod to have exam-

ined him. / ‘
-




_No need to consult Dalai
over reinca‘ﬁnations: China

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE #{

BELJING, Jan. 13. — Chinese
authorities, who vesterday
announced the discovery of a
reincarnated “living Buddha”,
today further opened up a live-
ly debate with the Dalai Lama
by asserting their supremacy
in discovering reincaynations.
The Chinese authorities
affirmed their right to super-
vise the Intricate reincarnation
ritnals of principal Tibetan
gpiritual leaders and said it
wag Unaecessary to consult the
Dalai Lama.
“The role of the government 18
to supervige the work of the
searchers in order to verify
that the deceased lama has the
- qualitias required for being
~ reincarnated and that he is

really dead.” an official al the
~ Religious Affairs Bureau in
© Beijing said.

The official said it was up to

¢ the regional government in

Dalai Lama

Tibet to anncunce Tibetan
reincarnations and that it was
“not necessary to ask for advice
from the Dalai Lama®,

“'The Dalal Lama) left dozens
of years ago and he is unaware

THE STATESMAN
14AN 2T

of the|internal situation in
Tibet.| Besides there are
enough Buddhist dignitaries in
Tibet tp make the decigion.”

The| Chinese Communist
Pariy's control over soiritual
reincarhations hags been under-
lined qnee again with yester-
day’s announeement of the dis-
covery iof a reincarnated “living
buddha”.

Ne details concerning the
identitly of the spirtlual child
that hias been chosen as the
seventh Reting Rimpoche and
the reincarnation of the sixth
Reting Rimpoche has been
reveal

The

ixth Reting Rimpoche
1997, while the fifth

1940,
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v ‘Future destination’ of
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DHARAMSALA (H.P.), JAN. 13. With reports pouring in of
a serious threat to the life of the 17th Karmapa,
Ugyen Trinley Dorje, by some people said to be of
Chinese agents whe have infiltrated the ranks of the
Tibetan community here, Tibetan officials and secu-
rity agencies are exploring the possibility of shifting
the Karmapa to an isolated abode rill a final decision
is taken on his status in India. <7\ Ay

The 14-vear-old Karmapa is 110“1 housed in the
Gyuto Tantric monastery at Sidhbari, about 8 km
from here.

The local police picked up Namgval Gompo, a
Tibetan holding German passport, for questioning
on Wednesday. He was intercepted at the Gyuto

By Sujay Mehdudia

- Tantrick monastery while trying to meet the Karma-

pa.

Namgyal, police said, was among a few persons
who were scheduled to meet the Karmapa in the
evening.Namgval is claimed to have identified him-
self as a distant relative of the Karmapa. A letter,
reportedly urging the Karmapa to inform China
about his stay in India as he had only come to leamn
musical instruments and take possession of black
hats, was recovered from him.

Further, he urged the Karmapa and the Tibetan
government-in- exiie to infurm the Chinese author-
ities that the Karmapa wruld be returning back to
China soon after completing his education, This, he
said, would avoid embarrassment to the Indian Gov-

Karmapa under study

ernment and also help the cause of Tibet. Namgyal
was fater left off after they satisfied themselves about
his credentials,

Tiberan officials,| in close coordinatien with the
State police and thie Central securitv agencies, are
exploring the possible "future destinations”™ to kezp
the Karmapa under protection.

Various possibillties are being discussed.The
most-talked about |destination is the Shera Biling
monastery near Bedd at Baijnath in Kangra district.
It i5 locared about 45 km from here and is headed by
the 46-vear old Tai Situ Rinpoche, who was instru-
mental in selecting the 17th Karmapa.

Another destinatign which is being considered is
the lonely Bodh temple in the hills of Kallu district.
About 4 km from Bhunrtur, this temple is of great
significance and enjpys a good following among Ti-
betans. Located am|d the imposing “cheer trees”,
the monastery is aljo said to be witmessing hectic
activity just in case the Karmapa is taken there. Offi-
cials also do not rulg out the possibility of the Kar-
mapa being taken fo a monastery in Manali.Yet
another venue which is being talked about is Palwal
in Haryana where thg government-in-exile is report-
ed to be coming upi with & huge Tibetan cultural
centre and monastery.

The Karmapa, whg is yet to get political asylum,
has started meeting penple. Delegations of the Indo-
Tibet Friendship Socipty and the Bharat-Tibef Samaj
called on him on Wednesday.

Tibetan officials’ dilemma: Page 13
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~Govt informs Beljing of Buddhist leader

Karmapa
whisked ¢
off for : A

Dalai date

FROMSUJAY GUPTA

McLeodgunj, Jan. 14: In a clear
indication that the Tibetan gov-
ernment-in-exile is becoming con-
cerned about thedelay in securing
the 17th Karmapa's future, the 14-
vear-old Urgyen Trinley Dorje
was whisked away fram his hide-
out amid heavy snowfall for anun-
planned meeting with the Dalai
Lama.

The Karmapa, holed up in his
heavily-curtained room in the
Gvoto monastery for eighi days.
was very busy this morning. He
travelled in a car through heavy
snow from the monastery to
MecLeodgunj, about 30 kKilometres
away, trekked across the moun-
tain slopes when his vehicle got
stuck in the snow and made his
way back as the snowfall intensi-
fied.

Local Tibetans and monks
were in for a rare treat when the
Karmapa's car ---a dark green Es-
teem — got stuck in the heavy
snow a kilometre from the Dalai
Lama’s palace. His guards asked
him to get off and walk to the
palace. A few journalists who
managed to track down the con-
voy gave chase.

But the Karmapa and eight
others walked swiftly through the
snow and then climbed to the
Dalai Lama’s palace via a short-
cut. By the tirhe the media arrived
at the Dalai Lama’s palace, the
Karmapa was already inside the
walled compound.

1t is learnt that home ministry
officials accompanied the Karma-
pa from the Gvoto Rinpoche
monastery to the Dalai Lama’s
palace in Mcleodgunj, where he is
inretreat. The Dalai Lamamet the
Karmapa for over two hours, a ra-
re occurrence during his reireat.

Sources in the Tibetan govern-
ment here said that a<ecision was
reached lale last night to arrange
4 meeting hetween the Dalai
Lama. the Karmapa and home
niinistry officials. At about 11.36
am, the Karmapa left in a four-car
convoy, including a Gypsy
carrving four home ministry offi-
clals.

Shartly after 12 pm. the
Karmapa ontered the Dalai
Lama's palace. The cars, stuck in
the snow. reached much later.

Though Tibetan government
officials and senior police officers
refused to disclose details of the
meeting, sourees said “one matter
of caoncern for the home ministry
officials was that there might be
moves to shift hiin to the Rumtek
monastery in Sikkim™. Rumtek is
the headqguarters of the Karma
Kagyu sect of the Harmapa. How-
ever, it seems that such maoves
have been dropped for e me-
ment.

But the reception given to the
Karmapa has undermined the
claims of the rival faction of the
Kagvu sect headed by Sharinapa
Rinpoche.

The Karmapa left the pulace a
littie after 2 pm in a vellow Range
Rover, accoinpanied by a senior

monk. A little later, he changed
cars and shifted to a blue Cielo,
which took him back to the Gyoto
monastery.

Tibetans lined the snow-cov-
ered road to catch a glimpse of the
teenager believed to be the succes-
sor to the Dalai Lama and a cen-
tral figure in future relations be-
tween India and China.

The Karmapa sat upright in
the back seat of his car, looking
straight ahead. Monks and locals
stood next to the road, heads
howed and hands folded. The
Karmapa, however, did not make
eve contact with them.

But for those who caught a
glimpse of the Karmapa, 1t was a
moving experience. One of the
lucky few, Lobsing Tsering, said
his “life was inade”. “T have wait-
ed so long to see the man who is
going to guide cur lives. I have
been blessed,” he gushed. For Ten-
zing Orgyen “itwas like seeing the
Buddha himself. Therc is a
strange and great feeling of peace
and calm. Just one glimpse was
enough”™.

The uncertainty about the
Karmapa's future continued with
a¢ word from the Tibetan govern-
et here as to when he will for-
inally seek asylum.

purpose’ of visit

arrival, questions

Delhi replies
o China
with query

FROM PRANAY SHARNMA

New Dethi, Jan. 14: Brealjing its
week-long silence, India today in-
formed China about Urgyen Trin-
ley Dorje’s arrival to the cquntry,
but sought clarificatioms on
whether the 14-year-old Karmapa
had defected from Lhasa
here to acquire “musical Instru-
ments and black hats”.

China, though keen tHat the
Karmapa is not given asvlum in
India, has maintained that/he left
Tibet to gel musical instryments
and black hats and that his|depar-
iure should not be seen as g defec-
iion or “betrayal” to the stdte and
the monastery.

Beijing had vesterday deman-
ded that Delhi inform it abput the
Karmapa’'s arrival in Indja. But
India refused since China had so
far not formaily approached it on
the tssue.

The Chinese ambagsador,
Zhou Gang, today held a meeting
with T.C.A Rangachari, joint sec-
retary in charge of China|in the

that Lama Urgven Trinle
accompanied by six others
in Dharamshala on January
and his entourage are curr
a monastery near Dharamshala.
They are in good health. The lama
is provided with appropriafe secu-
rity cover.”

That India has avoided using
the term Karmapa, while describ-
ing Dorje, indicates that| Delihi
wants to maintain a distange from
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az1 issue it considers purely religi-
ous and that it would like to treat
the monk like any other Tibetan
refugee. Jassal added the *Chinese
side has been asked to share with
us detaits regarding his departure
from Ti2et, route taken and other
relevant details”. Though he did
not specify it, this was a signal to
China to clarify how the Karmapa
managed tc escape from the Tsui-
phu monastery in Lhasa.

“Both india and China have
noted with satisfaction the sound
movemsant in bilateral relations
and the process of improvement
and development of these rela-
tions on the basis of Panchsheel
principles by the concerted efforts
of the two countries,” Jassal said.

Chira has frequently fallen
back on the Panchsheel either to
lodge its protest against some Indi-
an action or to justify a decision
taken by Beijing. The principle of
“peacefil co-existence” has not,
however, prevented China from
building close military 1ies with
Pakistan.

India appears t¢ be using the
same logic. “The question of clari-
fying his status at this juncture to
the Chinese does not arise since
they are vet to make it clear
whether he (the Karmapa) is here
on a visit or has defected from
Lhasa,” a senior foreign ministry
official said.

For the Chinese government, it
is embarrassing to publicly admit
that the Karmapa has defected to
India. When Urgyen was identi-
fied as the reincarnation of the
16th Karmapa in Tibet in 1992, the
Dalai Lama and the Chinese lead-
arship had supported the claim.
Subsequently, he was groomed
and tutcred by the Chinese.
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THE LAMAS: WHO'S Wi

The four main Tibelan Buddhlst orders of
lineages:

@ Geiugpa: Founded in the 14th cemury
Headed by the Dalai” Lama. The Panchen
Lama is-its next mest important laader. Fxile
headguarters at Bharamshala,

@ Kagyupa: Founded in the Tth century.
Headed by Gyalwe Karmagpa, who is head-af
the sub-order Karma Kagy:l. Exile headasar-
ters & Rumtek, Sikkim. -~

® Sakyapa: Founded inthe sams-period.as
¥agyupa. Meaded by the cument hereditary
successor, Sakya Trinzin, Exite headguariers
in Dehracun. The enly school whose leader
marnies and produgss an heir.

& Ryingmapa: The oldest school, which
was universaily accepted in Tibet tilf the 11th
century, i has no designated head,

Thers is no Rierarchy of impértance among
the heads of the various sects: The Dalat Lama,

by virlue of being the political lsader, howsver,

does have miorz influence over the oftrers.
The first Lama rGler of Tibat was kom the
Sakya school, who in 1244 caplured power

with the help of the Mongol Khans., This ling

retained power till 1369, Since then, Beijing
has always piayed a rale in Tibetan politics.

During 1369-1642, it was the Kagyu peri-
od when the Kamarpas’ representalives riled.
They were viclently overthrown by the
Gelugpa, who enthroned the fifth Dalai Lama,
The present Dalal Lama is the 14th, .

The Karma Kagyu conflict
Atter the 16th Karmapa, Raniung Rigpe
Dorje (1924-1981) disd, the order's foyr

high priests —HKunzig Shamar Rinpoche, Tai

"16 AN @

“alsy led o

Situ Ainpgche, Jamgon Kengtst Rinpoche
and Gialisph Rinpoche — began fooking for
his remcamation.

. Shamar [Rinpoche was accuaeﬁ of eng&-
neermg a feincarnation in the royal family of
Bhutan, which the Bnulanese government
denied. Tai Situ then “found” the reincarna-
ton in Tibet. Just before this claim, Jamgon
Kenglﬂi Rinpache died in & car crash in April
1992
¢ Shamar jaccused Tai Silu of colluding with
the Chi
Karmbpa's |

se and- of forging the 16th
etter {the basis of identitying the

'remc&maon) But both the Dalai Lama and
‘China rechgnised Tal Siu's candidate. Soon

violznce grupted at Rumlek.

Shamarfieft Rumitsk and is now in Deihl In
1994, he-grthroned a rival Karmapa Tms had
tid slash ’
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~Excitement &
concern over™’
Karmapa

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE L;f?l

DHARAMSALA, Jan. 16, —

While the Tibetan community

here is excited about the
. prospect of the 17th Karmapa
i deciding to stay on at
i Dharamsala, there is also
growing concern that the
- divide hetween the refugees
and the locals could widen fur-
ther.

Relations between the two
gections have heen troubled
| over the vears for various rea-

sons which

move

A
Dalai Lama. \ :
When the Statesipan ppoke to -
people here therd appears a
mixed reaction jcould be
gauged, in the 2vent of the
Karmapada deciding to stay on
here along with thg Dalai
Lama.
While most feel there would
he a rise in the influx of
Tibetan refugees in Dhara-
msala and other nearby cen-
tres in Himachal,. some| feel his
stay may further distaince the
locals and the refupees.
The rpasans
attributed for

include » clash [NYTID AL IHLE |
of interests ever the tension

since the Dalai | DHARAMSALA, Jan. 16. —

Lama [led from

between the
two sedctions

China and made
Dharamsala his
© home In 1959.
" In the mid-90s,
Dharamsala

witnessed clash- ;

es between the
Tibetan and the
Gaddi shepherd
communities.
Tibetans domi-
nate the entire

The journey of the 17th
Karmapa who marched
acrogs high mountains and
the sensitive Indo-China
border could embolden
hordes of other Tibetans to
follow the footprints of the
"Living Buddha' into India.

Engquiries here reveal that
around 500 Tibetans are
currently crossing over from
Tibet into India after pass-
ing through Nepal.

are quite obvi-
ous.
With| huge
amwounts of
international
aid pouring in
for the Tibetan
government in
exile, locpls feel
deprived.
Another com-

i plaint is that

! township  of
. Mecleod Gunj.

—_

Tihetans look

As a result of these clashes
which left a local vouth dead,
there was talk amidst tension
by the Tibetan government,
including the Palai Lama, to
shift the headquarters to
| some ather part of the coun-
try.

But the state gnvernment has
sinee been pacifying the Dalal
Lama with reassurances. But
the talk of shifting some of
their offices to the outskirts of
Delhi have continued while
shifting the headquarters have
heen ruled out recently by the

down upon
Indian tourists who vislt Dhar
amsala. "Often the Indians are
treated shabbily by shgpkeep-
ers and hoteliers at Tibetan-
controlled Mcleod Gunj, while
in sharp contrast the foreign
tourists are favoured,”|said a
long-time Dharamsala {nhabi-
tant.

Another group savs authori-
ties pamper refugees.

Added to this is the flleged
rampant deforestatigqn and
encroachment on forest land,
with authorities looking the
other way. .

THE STATESMAN
17 AN 200



—_—

|

‘Lama’s stay won't violat Panchsheel’

New Delhi, January 16 \:\ N

DEFENCE MINISTER George
Fernandes today said the 17th
Karmapa Utrygen Trinley Dorje
could be allowed ta stay in India.

“If people walk in and wanm to
stay on for a while they can be
aflowed to stay. What is there,”
fernandes told reporters when
asked whether allowing the 14-
year-old Tibetan menk to stay in
India would be violation of
Panchsheel.

He was speaking on the sidelines
of a seminar on “Governance and
Social Justice™ here.

Asserting that Karmapa's defec-
tien to India and allowing him to
stay here would not “impinge on
relations™  with  China, Mr
Fernandes said “if one has come to
our country anid wants to stay there

is no vmlauon o \mythmg And [
dop’t think we
over anvthing related to that.”

However, the Defepce Minister
claritied “as far as | Know, nobody
has asked for politica} asylum.”

Mr Fernandes said he was not

ould be upset

On whether granting asylum had

Rabi Ray seeks asylum for Karmapa

FORMER LOK Sabha Speaker Rabi Ray on Sunday 4ppealed 1o
Prime Mimster Atal Behari Vajpayee to grant asylum to fhe Tibetan
Buddhist leader Urgyen Trinley Dorje. “It will be in keepjng with the
country’s age-old tradition of religious tolerance,” he said in a
release here. Mr Ray, president of the Indo-Tibet Friendship Society.
said the Chinese government had installed him as the 17t Karmepa
and held him as a living Buddha while he was in Tibet.

PTI, 8hubaneshwar

any potential 1o upset Sino-India
relations. he said “1 don't think
there is any need to look at this
issue, which can impinge on our
relations.”

aware that Beijing hpd issued “any
veiled threat” to Mew Delhi on
granting asylum to |the Karmapa.
“This s not a matter on which
threats can be made,” he added.

Mr Fernandes said the circum-
stances in which the Karmapa hod
come were still not known,

The Karmapa arrived  at
McLeodgan] near Dharamsala in
Himachal Pradesh on January 5
with six of his followers after flee-
ing from Tsurphu monasicry in
Tihet.

A member of the Tibuetan
Parliament-in cxile on January L3
requested India to consider granti-
ng puoiineal asvlum to the
Karmapa.

Besides him. monks of three
Buddhist monasteries i sonth
India have requestcd the govers-
ment tor  granting -mmv t
the  Karnwpa il
prescoce of the nun xl\ TR
benefit the Buddhists and herald
peace and happiness throughout
the world. PTl;




Karmapa should

pl

RAJNV K PHULL ) [
DHARAMSALA, JAN 16 [ O '\ T\
by

E 17th Karmapa Lama, *
Orgyen Trinley Do, re-
portedly expects the Dalai

Lama to plead hiscase for political
asylum with the Indian Govern-
ment, but the Tibetan povern-
ment-in-exile, it is leamt, wants
him toset the ball yolling himself.

The Tibetan government also
made it clear on Saturday that the
Karmapa will have no meeting
with mediapersons until his “status
inIndiawasclear”,

However, the Karmapa
obliged photographers, who had
been following him ever since he
armved here on January 3, by com-
ing out on the balcony of his room
located on the top floor of Gyuto
Tantnk Temple, Sidhbari, 7 km
from here.

According o sources, the
Karmapa, during his meeting with
the Dalal Lama yesterday, had re-
portedly urged him to take up the
matter of political asylum with the
Government of India.

The Tibetan government, how-
cver, had described the hour-long
meeting 4s a ‘routine one’, saying

quire about the progress of the reli-
gious studies of the Karmapa. The
Dalai Lama, wha is in retreat these
days, had to come out twice to
meet the Karmapa.

According to Tashi Wangdi
minister for religion and culture i
the Tibetan government-in-exile
“The Karmapawill have towrite t
the Indian Government for ppliti
cal asylum, and the Dalai Lama
and the Tibetan government wil
plead his case.”

The minister denied that the Ti
betan government had sent feele
to any other counitry for deportin,
the Karmapa there, in case he w:
denied political asylum in India.

INDIAN exprEsS
17 AN U0

that the Dalai Lamawanted toen-| -

When as[\ed why the Karmapa
was being kept so closely guarded
till now, the minister said: “Given
the circumstances under which he
had come to India, we have to give

him time. Moreover, [ cannot go

and tell him that enough is
encugh.”

Wangdi hoped that the Union
Government would take a deci-
sion in this regard on merit. He
added that the Tibetans were not
unduly warried as India could not
be pushed intoa comer and forced
to take a wrong decision, as was ev-
ident from history. He, however,
evaded guestions regarding the
time and the route taken by the
Karmapa for his escape from Ti-
bet. 1 cannot comment on any-
thing based on partial informa-
tion,” he said.

He also questioned the authen-
ticity of MNamgyal Gompu, re-
ported to be the maternal uncle of
the 17th Karmapa, saying that he
was a “Tibetan residing in Ger-
many, who has no position in Ti-
betan society.” A few days ago,
Gompo had reportedly urged the
Karmapa to return to Tibet and
had described his escape “a mis-
take”.

y




China orda ns

Beijing, January 17 V\f}

, HINA TODAY announced
‘ that it had ordained a two-
vear-old boy as a new "living
Buddha” in a face-saving measure
after one of the highest leaders in
Tibetan Buddhism escaped to
India.

The anncuncement came in a
brief dispatch on the
official Xinhua news
agency saying the lit- §8
tle boy was enthroned
vesterday as the 7th
reincarnation of the
+ Reting Rinpoche.

- The sixth Reting,
i Dandzim Jigme, who |
i played a role in the
¢ administration of %
* Tibetinthe 1930s and
¢ in the search for the
. present Dalai Lama, [

advocated y YI&mqen living
Buddhas,” it daid.

Despite his pro-communist stand
the 6th Reting Rinpache was per-
secuted duping the Cultural
Revolution (1966-76).

But the bqy's most renowned
predecessor was the Sth Reting
Rinpoche, whp was designated the
regent to run Tibet
after the death of the
13th Dalai Lama in
1933-2 post he held

1 current  Dalai
Lama in 1940.
The 5th  Reting

Rinpoche was also
head of the search
party for the present
Dalai Lama and his
senlor tutor before
belng arrested in 1947
the  Tibetan

February bum—s

Gavernment for co!l-

‘died in ~ il
| 1997, Xinhua said the ~ Soinam Puncog
new living Buddha, Soinam luding with China.

» Puncog, was born in Lhari, north
of Lhasa, on Qctober 13, 1997,

But his legitimitacy is contested
by the Tibetan spiritual leader, the
Dalai Lama, who has lived in exile
in northern India since he fled
Tibet in 1959 after China brutally
suppressed an uprising against
Chingse rule.

The ordination ceremony was
held vesterday in the Johkang tem-
ple in Lhasa, and attended by the
leading authorities from the city
and the Tibetan autonomous
region.

Xinhua described the Reting
Rinpoche as "one of the highest-
rapking positions in  Tibetan
Buddhism" and said the region's !
vice president had presented an
official certificate approving him .
as the 7th Reting.

"The tradition of patriotism and
the spirit to preserve the unity of
the Chinese nation have long been

He died a mdnth later in prison,
four years befgre Chinese troops
marched into Tibet.

The enthrongment of the 7th
Reting Rinpoche comes just weeks
after the 17th Karmapa, the only
Tibetan Buddhist leader to be
recognised by both the Dalai Lama
and Beijing, fled to India.  (AFF;
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PaIpUng monaste y all set to

L recelve Karmapa w-c.

By Sujay Mehdudia

BAIINATH (KANGRA). JAN. 17. The
outer walls are being decorated
by artisans of Tibet, the interiors
are being decked up, the entrance
has been embellished colourfully
and the gold-plated throne is in
place. The monks pecp out of
their rooms on the arrival ol any
vehicle, eagerly awaiting the 17th
Karmapa, Ugyen ‘Trinley Dorjee,
at the Shera Biling Palpung mon-
astery, about 8 km tfrom here.

Hectue preparations are on to
welcome the 14-veur-old Karma-
pa. This moenastery is run by the
“controversial’”  Tai Site Rin-
ponche, said to be close to the
Karmapa and who plaved a major
rule in his installation. The Pal-
pung monastery at Beed village
houses around 250 manks and is
considered a major learning uni-
versity of the cauntry. People ol
the adjoining monasteries and
the Tibetan  community  have
been asked to make preparations
for his welcomming the Karmapa.
Rebearsals are already on Lo pre-
sent Tibet's cultural programmes.
including the tamous lion dance.

The Palpung muonastery, still
under consiruction, is  being
cleaned up. Ariists from Tibet are
giving last-minute touches to the
main cntrance. Al work, includ-
ing cooking, cleaning and wash-
ing, is being done by the monks.

(1 the other hand, Vai Situ Rin-
ponche has confined himself to
his room and mects people there.
He is conducting all behind-the-
scenes operations and is keen on
bringing the Karmapa to Shera
Biling. He recently came under
fire for his out-of-turn statements
and has been asked 1o mnaintain a
low-profile by the government-

in-exile. The Palpung monastery
is named after Tai Situ Rinponch-
e's original monastery, which was
once the major Kagya monastery
in Eastern Tibet. Palpung i
easy to translate bt the

People are Cultivated™
surnmarises it.

where the resident monks rain
tor the ritual Lama dance.

A multi-media room, still under
construction, wili produde teach-
ing videos, audio cassettes and
educational CI) Roms.

The top floor of the mpnastery
houwses the room of the Karmapa.
[t has a full-fledged library, a bed-
room, a study, a terrace garden
and a meditation hall, Nobody ex-
cept a single attendant will be al-

lowed into his room when he
occupies it
According  to the | praying

morks, the Karmapa's throne has
already been kept ready. A ook at
the throne, which stands under
the shadow of the 42-foot high
gold plated statue of the “Future
Buddha ", suggests that|the Kar-
mapa is coming only to phera Bil-
ing.

A huge portrait of the |Karmapa
has been placed on the golden

THE HINDU
108 JAN 2(0)

throne. Sitting on it, he will meet
the people and bless themn, say
the manks. The wooden flger hall,
the exquisitely painted wall mu-
rals and elaborare wooden furni-
ture add a touch of ¢lass to the
entire surroundings. The monas-
tery itself is located amid pine
trees and thick forests. The ap-
progch read w the munascery, full
ot slush and mud, is still under
constructian.

Officials inside the monastery
said rhe project of the monastery
began in 1977 whea the need was
felt to provide an opportunity to
the people to study and practise
Buddhism in the traditicnal mo-
nastic environment. The project
encompasses four independent
aspects —ithe  spiritual, educa-
tional, health and culture. The
project lost its momentum in
early "90s when Tal Site was
banned from entering Endia for
alleged anti-fndian activities, The
ban was only lifted last year and
since then the project has becn
taken up.

Aceording to Tal Siw Rin-
ponche, the idea of the project is
to prescrve the Tibetan people's
culture I a complete self-suffi-
cient vnvirenment where every
once can study and practise,

The Tihetan people in the ad-
jaining villages have already start-
ed wvisiting the monastery with
offerings and are praying for the
carly arrival of the Karmapa. He is
likelv to be put up in Shera Biling
monastery as the Indian Govern-
ment is not inclined Lo send him
ty the Rumtek Monastery in Sik-
kim. I'he Karmapa is expected to
be shifted anytime elter a deci-
sion on his status in India is taken
by the Government.

|
|
l
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China upgsel over
Dalai’s proposed
visit to Thai &l;zd

BANGKOK: Chinese authorities
have expressed
their concerns
over reparts that
Tibetan spiritual
leader-in-exile,
the ralai Lama,
has been invifed
t0 Thailand to at-
; tend a religious
- conference later

Dalai Lama this vear, a news
report said on Wednesday.

Diplomats from China’s embassy
to Bangkok recently met Thai for-
eign ministry officials 1o seek an ex-
planation about the upcoming visit,
said the Nation newspaper,

“China’s expression of concern
over the possible visit of the Dalui
Lama is not unexpected. We under-
stand their feelings,” a foreign min-
istry official told the local newspa-
per

Thailand’s decision to grant the
Dalai Lama a visa to enter the king-
dom in February 1993 as part of :
group of touring Nobel Peace Priz
faureates, drew stromg protest
from Beijing and vuffled Sino-Th:
relations.

Sulak Sivaraksa, a remowne
Thai scholar and social critic, has
invited the Dalai Lama to attend
seminar on religion. He has ngt
specified the exact date of the semf-
aar for fear of drawing Beijings
protests to the visit. Mr Sulak said
the Thai government had given hi
& “green Jight” to invite the Dalpi
Lama to participate in a relgiops
function on the precondition that
his visit renfained apolitical. (ora)
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URITED NEWS OF INDIAC/ \\H/ tion soﬁﬁmt both benefit.

THIRUVANTHAPURAM, Jan.
24. — The Chinese ambas-
sador to India, Mr Zhou Gang,
today strongly advised India
not te use the presence of the
17th Karmapa in the country
for “anti-political and anti-
social activities against China”.
“We hope India would not use
the presence of Karmapa for
anti-political activities against
our soil,” Mr Zhou said.
Instead of trying to damage
the bilateral relationship
between the two countries on
the issue, it should further fos-
ter the growing relationship,
he said, and affirmed that his
country firmly believed in
Panchsheel for better relations,
Earlier, he recalled the strong
association between both coun-
tries and felt the relationship
had improved tremendously
from the beginning of last year.
“India and China have a com-
- mon task, especially in the
post-globalisation era of build-
ing the economy and eliminat-
ing poverty,” Mr Zhou said,
and ealled for mutual co-opera-

{There was no immediate
reaction from the Ministry of
External Affalrs on the hope
expressed by the Chinese
Ambassador, Mr Zhou Gang,
that India would not use the
presence here of the 17th
Karmapa for “anti-political and
anti-gocial activities against
China”, adds SNS from Delhi.

(Nor was
offered by the
that the Dalai Lama had
pleaded for India te grant asy-
lum to the boy lama, Orgyen
Trinlay Dorji| There was no
change in the [ndian govern-
ment’s positipn that it had
sought from China details of
the lama’'s movements out of
Tibet, and thatiit was awaiting
a response frorm China, the offi-
cial spokesman of the MEA
said here this evening.}
Tibetans' appeal: Leaders of
Tibetan organfisations today
urged the Cent e to grant per-
mission for a “germanent stay”
to the Karma a and hoped
“good sense” would prevail over
Beijing who wpuld give reli-
gious freedom tg Tibetans.
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Tibetans’ appeal
—
NEW DELHI, JAN. 24. Leaders of vari-
ous Tibetan organisations today
urged rhe Centre to grant permis-
sion foy~permanent stay” of the
17th - Karmapa, Ugyen Jrinley
Detje, in India.\‘ () A ul
. "We thank the Governmeny of
India for giving adequate secudity
to Karmapa Dorje and vurge that
he he given permission fur pgr-
manent stay in India so that he
could continue his spiritial edu-
cation and spread the message of
peace.” the Tlimalayan Buddhist
Cultural Association  president,
Lama Chosphel Zotpa, said at a
special cerernony hetd here 1o cel-
elrate the arvival of the Karmapa.
lama Yotpa regretled specula-
tions in media about “differenc-
es' amaong Tiberan groups and
the law and order threat due to
the arrival of the Karmapa.

The BJP's Rajye. Sabha member,
Mr. T. N. Chaturvedi, said, “he
(the Kartpapa) is an honoured
guest and people and the govern-

ment should accord hisd ali re-
spect.” — PTI
! o
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BHUBANESWARJAN; 28. The Tibetan spiritual head,
Dalai Lama, has said that i1 would be “a terrible
mistake on the part of the Governunent of India, both
in respect of countny's image as well as in subs-
stance,” if Karmapa Urgyen Trintey Dorje, who es-

ccaped from Tiber, was not allowed 10 stay in the

country. In a letter written to the former Lok Sabha
Speaker, Mr. Rabi Ray, the Dalal Lama, however, said

he understood to some extent the cautious stand of

the Government of India on this issue.
The reincarnate 17th Karmapa, l4-year-old Ur-
gyen Trinley Dorje escaped from Tibet with his sis-

©ter, Ms. Ngodup Palzam, 4 nun and five others and

reached India on January 5.

The Dalat Lama, in bis lerter dated January 18, alsa
thanked Mr. Ray for his stand on the issuc of granl-
ing asylum 1o the Kannapa. The copy ol the letter
was released by Mr. Ray 1o the press wday

Stating that he was convinced that the Karmapa

)

Karmapa must be allowed
. to stay: Dalai

Lama ”’M

had escapell from Tibet because hie did not find it
possible to pursue his religious studies and practices
satisfacrorily there, the Daai Lama said he had evi-
deace that gontracy to appearances, there was much
restriction and suppression of religious freedom in

Tibet, Mearpwhile, the escape of the monk from Tibet

ta India had triggered off controversy among the
threc living regents of Sikkim's influendal Rumtek
Muonastery kvith the ruajority supporting him.

The Tibefan leader said in s letrer to the Prime
Minister, M. A B. Vajpavee, he had mentioned that
the conduct of the Karmapa in the past clearly in-
dicaied ia strong character and correct stand on is-
suas relating to his religious practice and the welfare
of the llibetan people.

Untorminfately, there was fuctionalism within the
Karma Kagjyu sect itsell which had complicated the
matter, the[Dalat Lama said referring to the Shamar
group and the Sia group, — 111
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