“Veerappan shadow over LTTE discussion

By Our Special Correspondent #\9 -1

NEW DELHI, NOV. 30. The handiing of the

* Rajkumar kidnapping case and the LTT
links of some persons associated with his
release overshadowed the calling-attention
maotion discussion in the Kajva Sabha toda
on the LTTE activities in the country.

The discussion, which generated heat
with frequent skirmishes between the DMK
on one side and the AIADMK and the TMC

{ on the other, also saw the Congress and
1 CPI(M) pitching in.

After Mr. Pranab Mukberiee of the
Congress moved the notice, Mr. Peter
Alphonse af the Tamil Maanila Congress

| said the probiem of LTTE was like a time-

¥ bomb and warned the situation could go
i the Kashmir way if not attended to.

¥ He charged that the Rajkumar
kidnapping was masterminded and
executed by Tamil Nadu Liberation Army

*{and Tamil Nadu Retrieval Force; and the

Government took no action even six
ys after the Kannada film star was

h\ \ released, to provide “‘safe passage” to the

extremisis. He alsp neted that the Tamil
Nationalist Movement leader, Mr. P
Nedumaran, was now being projected and
feted.

Mr. R. Margabandhu of the AIADMK
demanded the dismissal of the Karunanidhi
Government and soughl the arrest of
persens openly supporting the LTTE. They
must be prosecuted for treason, he said. He
referred to a political procession organised
by the MDMK leader, Mr. Vaiko, in support
of Eelam which was also attended by the
Union Hame Midster, Mr. LK. Advani
Like the TMC ieader, he too sought to
underline past association of Mr. Kolathur
Mani and Dr, Bhanu who took part in the
release of Mr. Rajkumar.

Mr, Cho Ramaswamy {nominated)
mocked at the efforts of Tamif Nadu
Government during the crisis by “sending
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ambassadors to Veerappananchal state”.
He also ridiculed efforts to show the State
Government was now preparing its police
to pab the forest brigand much after the
release. “Thank god they havernot started
recruiting people for it now.”

When his turn came, the DMK jeader Mr.
S. Viduthalai Virumbi, put up a spirited
defence and offered point-by-point rebuttal
to all the charges, However, at times
references Lo opposition and counter-
charges on where their sympathies lay, led
to immediate proiests.

in fact, at one point Mr. Virumbi stuck to
his guns forcing Mr. Alphonse to retreat
after the Deputy Chairperson, Dr. Najma
Heptullah, ruled against attempts of the
latter to raise a point of order. However,
she appealed to the members not to trade

charges but discuss the issue which was
serious and concerned the country.
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/A REALITY CHECK ON LTTE w

-

TIHE NUAN IS OF the latest political signals
being sounded by the Liberation Tigers of Ta-
mil Eelam (LKI'E) merit close scrutiny. The
LTTE appears td be wooing the international
cogmmunity at this stage by sending out some
encouraging signals about its intentions. A real-
ity check will however be required Lo assess
whether the militant group is sincere in its pro-

ssed interest in a peace alternative and is not
engaging in double-speak. At stake is a fully
negoltiated settlement of the lundamental ques-
tion about a righifui place for Sri Lanka's mi-
nority population of Tamils. Official Colombo
and the international convmunity, including In-
dia, rightly seem inclined to scrutinise closely
the suggestion of some emerging under-cur-
rents in Sri Lanka. Now, a fresh ‘offer’ by the
LTTE leader, Mr. Velupillai Prabhakaran, to
consider non-conditional talks with Colombo
should, of course, be read in the context of his
parallel insistence on the imperative of a propi-
tious climate for parleys. However, his ‘offer’ is
an interesting new development on the Sri
Lankan scene. The quesiion is how promising
will this be of a final settlement.

The larest flurry of diplomatic interlocution
with the 5ri Lankan Government by the UK.
and the U.S,, besides a Norwegian envoy's pre-
ceding talks with the LTTE as well, appears to
have alerted the larger international communi-
ly to the possibility of new nuances. Three as-
pects of the LT TE's perceived thinking, however
tentative or tactical these may be, deserve to be
critically examined in the interest of Sri Lanka’s
unity and territorial integrity. First, any such
exercise will necessarily be defined and circum-
scribed by the LTTE's ‘claim’ 1o be ready for a
negotiated and peaceful resolution of its dis-
pute with Colomba. The other major consid-
eration pertains m/{he LTTE’s ‘signal’ that it

s

may be willing to abjure pre- Londmmm for the

talks per se. Yer, the most decisive element of
any de nove analysis of the LTTE’S present
moaod will hinge on the question whether Mr,
Prabhakaran has indeed signalled at least a
vague intention of considering a tinal settle-
ment that will entail his giving up the demand
for a “Tamil Belam’. ) LL"""@\J

Mr. Prabhakaran’s“current "offer’ lends it-
self to an arguable interpretation that he has
delinealed preferences at two dilferent levels.
Certain pre-requisities have been spelt out by
him for the amelioration of the difficutt living
conditions of the population in the Vanni and
other arcas of direct concern to him. Nonethe-
less, if interpreted with an eve to genuine peace,
this need not necessarily block the commence-
ment of parleys. The reason is that the 5ri Lank-
an President, Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga, has
said time and again that the welfare of the Tu-
mils in the conilict-ravaged areas was aiready
high on her agenda, consistent with the ground
realities.

Alogical poser is whether Mr. Prabhakaran
will be prepared to bid farewell 1o arms and the
idea of a separate state if his conditions regard-
ing the plight of the war-affected people are
realistically addressed. At the orther end of the
Sri Lankan political spectrum, the mainstream
opposition United National Party can usefuily
ponder these discernible new nuances. The
need for bipartisan support for the substance of
the President’s political package of devolution
has not been greater than at present, There
might perhaps be some scope for discussion on
the nuances of the devolution proposals but
there is no question that the mainstreamn par-
ties need to coordinate closely with the Presi-
dent who has consistently been maintaining
that the Tamils must be given a fair (!eul////
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Chandrika ma
Blalr to take

ty ask

ction

against LTTF in UK

P.K. Balachanddran . \
Colombo, November 30 \/\\

ESPITE THE possibility of
Dpeace tatks with the LTTE,
Sri Lankan  President
Chandrika Kumaratunga is expect-
ed to ask British Prime Minister
Tony Blair to take stern action
against the Tamil rebel groups
activists and supporters in the UK
under Britain's
new anti-terror-
1st law when she
meets him on
December 4.
According to
sources close to
the Sri Lankan
Governmeit,

She s expected to explain the logic
behind this to Mr Blair.

President

Kumaratunga will

bring to Mr Blair's notice reports
in the British Press about the

objectionable  activities of
in UK. The

LTTE

the
Sunday

Telegraph had a story about the
LTTE® screening wur films por-
traving 1ts child soldiers and sui-

cide bombers.,

Truce for polio

LANKAN GOVERNMENT
and Tamil Tigers have agreed to
a temporary ceasefire to aliow
children in the war zones to be
vacemated against polio, mili-
tary officials said on Thursday.

the President | They said the United Nations
will try and cap- | Children's Fund had asked both
italise on the |sides to observe "Davs of
current  situa- | Tranquillity” on  Friday and
tion in which | Saturday. A similar truce was
the internation- | observed lale last month,

al community is
not 100 pleased
with the LTTE
and the Sri

although each side accused the
other of minor violations.
Reuters, Colombo

Lankan military has the upper
hand vis-a-vis the LTTE in Jaffna.
A former presidential advisor said
that easing the situation even to
facilitate talks would onlv work to
the advamage of the LTTE by
enabling them to move freely and
rebuild themselves.

Mrs Kumaratunga has already
rejected the LTTE's demand for
discussing economic and other

peripheral issues ahead of dis-
cugsthy substantive political issues,

to Tami! kids in
statc-run  British
schools 1o colleet
money for the war
back home. The
paper quotes Gary
Streeter, the shad-
ow spokesman for
inteynational
development  as
saving: "This is an
another nail in the
coffin in the so-
called ethical for-
elgn policy and we

demand an immes,
diate i11vesy4
rion.”

Earlier, there
were reports that

the British Charity Commission
(BCC) was probing several LTTE
tront outfits like Tamil Rehabilitar-
ion Organisation (TRO), which had
already been banned in Canada.
The BCC raided TRO and froze its
accounts, TRO had claimed that it
was working ¢lose with UNHCR,
CARE, OXFAM and Save the
Children, and even with the Govt
agencies in the war affected areas

[ . But these agencis
denied any such involvement. /

of l.anka
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7 Respite i Colomb

LTTE CHIEF Velupillai Pirabhakaran‘s\o fer

followed by talks with the Stri Lankan Government provides a

taift sign of hope after a long time for resolving the 17-year-old

ethnic tangle, The offer is a virtual reiterdtion of what the

i E supremo s believed to have told Norwegian envoy
i Eric Salheim a few weeks ago. Understandably, the 8ri Lankan
/ Government has been guarded in its response. There may be
genuine anxieties in Colombo that the LTTE will be uble to
secure some tactical advantages on the ground through
the suspension of combat operations, especially in Jaffna. It
is well known that the LTTE is not the most reliable of
|- negotiators, having often used such breaks in the fighting
to regroup. However, this is a kind of risk that every negotiat-
| ing party has to be prepared for, especially when dealing
with a militant organisation which has had some success
on the battlefield.

At the same time, one cannot fail to notice that there has
been a growing stridency in the rhetoric of many leading
Sinhalese paliticians, including those in the ruling party, after
the recent parliamentary elections which is untikely 10 help
int ereating the appropriate climate for a cessation of hostilities
followed by talks, Since Sri Lankan President Chandrika
Kumaratunga had earlier been urging o return to the negotiating
tuble, Pirabhakaran's gambit puts the Government in a bit of
a dilemma. It has to weigh its every move with care. The subject
is likely to come up when Sti Lankan Foreign Minister
Lakshman Kadirgamar visits New Delhi for talks, But having
just ventured upon a cease-fire against the Kushmir militants,
despite all the attendant risks, New Dethi's advice is bound
to be on similar lines,

It would help, however, if the 8ri Lankan Government were
"to rein in the hawkish elements in Colombo who have been
upping the ante as if 1 military solution of the Tamil problem
was the only way to deal with the situation, Apparently, they
are driven by purcly partisan and personal considerations
aimed at embarrassing Mrs Kumaratunga, Such diatribes are
likely to make it more difficult for the Government to mobilise
majority Sinhalese opinion in favour of o package deal to
meet the aspirations of the Tyarlls, as and when such an
%portunity presens itscll,




\V,

A \fl/ Talking g??:g_lge sy
Although the offer of “unconditidfhial” talks made by the Liberation
¢ Tigers of Tamil Eefam (LTTE) has not brought forth an explicit match-
ing response from Colombo, it signifies a qualitative shift that cannot be
ignored. Such a signal was being awaited not only in India and Sri Lanka
but in the international community too, particularly in Washington and
London, after Norwegian envoy Erik Solheim met LTTE chief Velupil-
tai Prabhakaran in Jaffna last month. Soon after the meeting, Mr Sol-
heim had talks with President Chandrika Kumaratunga and other politi-
cal leaders in Sri Lanka, and briefed Washington on the prospects for re-
viving the peace process. In the days preceding and following Mr Prab-
hakaran’s ‘Heroes Day’ specch where the talks offer was made. there
was a flurry of diplomatic activity in Colombo. Mr Solheim’s visit was
followed by those of British junior foreign minister Peter Hains and US
assistant secretary of state Karl Inderfurth to both Sri Lanka and India.
Meanwhile, Mr Solheim made a one-day trip to New Delhi — certainly
. not a coincidence with the LTTE offer of talks being expected. Mr Sol-
heim’s mission was, apparently, to prepare South Block for what was
coming; the LTTE had already put out a message that it viewed “India as
a friend”. However, there has been no change in New Delhi’s position
that the Tamil-Sinhala conflict should be resolved within the framework
of a united Sri Lanka which gave legitimate space to Tamil aspirations,
However, while indicating his willingness for talks, Mr Prabhakaran has
not budged from the LTTE’s avowed goal of an independent Tamil state.

In fact, he spoke of talks and “retaking Jaffna” in the same breath.

Five months ago, when this paper broke the news that the Tigers were
willing to talk, the report was greeted with scepticism. Subsequent devel-
opments have shown that the ITTE. as much as the Kumaratunga gov-
ernment, are looking for ways to resume negotiations, The international
players, who back New Delhi’s stand, are now motivated to facilitate
talks by putting pressure on both Colombo and the LTTE, since both
parties are distrustful of each other’s gameplan. While the government is
wary of the LTTE chief, who has in the past seemed amenable to talks
before launching an armed offensive, the Tigers want Colombo to end
the “military occupation” of Jaffna prior to negotiations. There are subtle
differences in the LTTE's present position from its past stance: earlier it

as demanding cessation of military action, withdrawal of the armed
forces and an end to the cconomic embargo in Tamil territory as a pre-
condition for talks. Now Mr Prabhakaran has not mentioned thesc as
‘conditions’. Instead. he has said that the government should create an
atmosphere “conducive™ for negotiations. In essence, the conditions re-
main and he has put the onus on Colombo to create a climate for dia-
logue. However, it is not easy for Ms Kumaratunga to grasp the nettle,
given the fact that the LTTE has reneged on its commitment in the past.
Moreover, the physical and emotional damage inflicted by the LTTE’s
assassination attempts, including on Ms Kumaratunga, are too recent o
be put behind without more evidence of carnestness. -

-
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Lankan Govt wary \'
of talks with LI'TE

P.K. Balachanddran
Celembo. December 1

THE SRI Lankan Government §
very caulious in its approach o th
possible taiks with the LTTE this
timg. having gone mer simijar
ground in 1994953 when an
attempt was made Lo talk to the
Tamil rebels group. As in 1994-95,
the LTTE seems to be trying to
consodidate and build itsell up,
making usc of some economic
issues to buy time tor that purpose.

Sources in Logdon sav that the
LTTE is telling the Lmjl expatri-
ates and refugees that its public
stance about unconditional 1alks is
noel to be interpreted to mean that
the gouls of recapturing Jatfna and
the establish-
ment of an inde-
pendent Eelam
have been given
up. The LTTE can achieve this if
the expats continue o give money
to buy arms to match the S
Lankan armed forees' newiy
acquired firepower.

In his Great Warriors' Day mes-
sage, Mr Pirabhakaran bad said
that he was prepared for peace
talks "without pre-conditions” but
he went on to say that he woukl
“insist” that the economic embar-
goes and other restrictions be
removed to create the atmosphere
for meaningfui talks. The same
ploy was resorted to in 1994-95
also. In September 1994, he
offered unconditional talks. But by
March-April 1995, he had laid
down certain "pre-reguisites” like
the removal of the Poonervi Army
Camp, the totel lifting of the

o\
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mhatrgo on fishing in the North
Fust. allowing armed LTTE cadres
1y frecly move about in the East,
and the total lifting of all embar-
s,

President Chandrika
Kumaratunga  viewed  these
demands as having "setious mili-
fary repercussions”. Nevertheless
she Jdoaded 1o Lift the cimbargo on
iuel aisd the ban on fishing except
near simy camps. The embargo on
otier gouds was already lifted, On
the Peoneyen army camp. she
pointed out that 1t had been
already been shifred back by 600
metres s per a 1993 agreement.

But insisting on action and com-
plaining that the lifting of embar-
goes had not becn implemented

% fully, the LTTE
set March 28,
1955,  as  the
deadline and
warned resumption of hostilities,

Due 1o the government's efforts,
the deadline was extended to April
149, 1995, Butl on April 6, 1993, 3
Pirbakuaran made it clear that the
LTTE would discuss only the
mimplemcntation of the economic
assurances and not a political set-
tlement, which., he said, could
await the restoration of what he
catled "normaley”.

Thy talks resumed, but the LTTE
said that the government had not
conceded the key demands. The
embargoes too had not been lifted
fully and effectively, it charged.
sixs-month-old  peace  bid,
cffcerively used by the LTTE o
rest, train and rebuild, finally
crashed on April 18, 1995, when it
sank two Lankan gunboalts. )

7./’/
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0 RARELY dods the LYTE
leader, Mr. Velupillai
Prabhakaran, say anvthing,
that his once-a-vear Heroes'
Day speeches are eagerly awaited,
and, once delivered, become the
subject of intense analysis. This year
tna, much hair will be split on the
nuances of his utterances and this
speech compared with those of
previous years, BDoubtiess, hi-linguals
will also compare the Tamil with the
English versions put cut by the
ETTE's London office to see how
much was lost in the translation.

But at the end of the day, one
conclusion is inescapable. Despite
the optimism generated by Mr.
Prabhakaran’s offer of “unconditional
ralks’” this November 27, the speech
is, at best, a bag of contradictary
signals, containing no bhard cvidence
of any shift in the LTTE's
fundamental position thart i stands
for an independent Lelam.

Those who advocate talks with the
LTTE said the Government in
Colarnbo should grab Mr.
Prabhakaran’s offer. They peinted to
the absence of a cryv for Felam in the
speech, as well as to the fact that
there was neither & demand for a
ceasefire nor for a withdrawal of
troops from the “homeland’ as
indication of a ciimb-down by the
LTTE.

There is no denying that this vear's
Heroes' Day speech was nat as
aggressive as last year's, which came
after a series of military victories. But
Mr. Prabhakaran is clear that the
offer of unconditional talks is
dependent on the creation of an
atmosphere of “goodwill’” by the
Government. Claritfying this, the LTTE
leader said this would involve a “de-
escalation” of the war, leading w0 a
cessation of hostilities. In other
words, a ceasefire, not immediateiy,
but eventually. He also wants the
Government to remove the economic
blockades imposed in the Vanni, the
LTTE-controlléd northern mainland.

There is no direct demand for
Eelam, but there is a lengthy
reference to a “just salution” to
Tamil aspirations based on the
understanding that the Tamils were a
“national forination” with a “nalional
consriousness’ with a “historical
homeland” and « deep desire for
guiding their own destiny through
self-rufe.

Shorn of the dressing, this seunds
like a reformulated version of the
Thimpu principles which have been
rejected by Sri Lanka as concessions
that could endanger its rerritorial
integrity. Moreover, even the offer to
talk seems grudging. “We have
doubts as to whether Chandrika's

The Norwegian envoy, Mr. Eric Solheim, with the LTTE chief,

~ Will the tiger change
v 1S stripes?

Mr. Velupiilai Prabhakaran... does peace have a chance?

Government will do justice w the
Tamils en the basis of understanding
the fundamentals of the Tamil
question,” Mr. Prabhakaran declared.
Fhen why, asked the daily, Sland,
does he want to talk av ali? The
answer to that is provided by Mr.
Prabhakaran himself, in the bitter
allusion to the "massive military
assistance” 16 511 Lanka by the
international community that forced
him to "delay the advance into
Jaflna”. Taken with the pledge that
he would “liberate™ Jaffna “whatever
the challenges, regardless of the
obstacies™, the conclusion is
incvitable that the offer to talk seems
tactical, not out of a change of heart,
but due to a change in the
circumstances af the LTTE.
Moreover. it could not have
escaped the LTTE that the
international community is tightening
the screws on it. The group laces a
possible ban in the UK. when that
country’s new anti-terrorism laws
take effect next April. The British

Despite the offer for falks,
Velupillai Prabhakaran’s
Heroes’ Day speech is, at
best, a bag of
confradictions containing
no hard evidence of any
Jundamental shift in the
LTTE's position, reports
NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN,

unior Foreign Minister, My, Perer
Hain. who was jno S Lanka days
before Mr. Prahhakaran imade his
speech, dechined to gredict it the
PATE would be on a Het of
organisations tao ban fron next year,
but sard it st give e ats Uhrutad
violence™ and come lorward for
negatiatinns,

His call was reiterated by the 1.5,
Assislant scereg - of =oue for South
Asia, M Karl Indertus i, who asked
the UUTE o abandos terrorism”,
and scek 10 achicve it political aims
peacetully. Vhe reaction fo the
speech by the intersational
community has been gaarded. Mr.
Inderfurth, whe swas i Colombe
then, said an initial reading showed
“signs of hope™ for the Norwegian-
backed peace process i Sri Lanka.

The Sri Lankan Government has
not teacted ver The Trresident, Ms.
Chandrika Kumaratunga, with the
memories of the 19495 tailed peace
taiks resh in her mind, has already
made clear she does not intend 1w he
rushed 1o the pegotiating 1able
naively.

Certainly, in the coming days, the
pressure on the Government 1o
respand 1o the CU{T ofter will grow.
Tlowever, as the Daily News
cautianed: The Government shouvld
leave no stone unturmed to bring
peace to S Lanka, bucic would do
well to read belween Prabhakaran s
lines. Peace moves should be
initiated with (the urmost discretion.”

For, though it is quite certain the
ETTE now wants to walk, it is far from

clear what it wants to talk about ang
how it wanis those talks to end,
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/Ramadoss for lasting solution'/

to Sri Lankan ethnic conflict

By Our Staft Reporter \/\?

TIRUCHI, DEC. 2.The intcrnational
community and India, in partic-
ular, shoutd exert pressure on the
§ri Lankan government to initiate
steps for a lasting and peaceful
solution to the country’s ethnic
crisis, seizing the opportunity
presented by the LTTE's offer to
hold unconditionat talks, the
PMK leader, Dr. 5. Ramadoss told
presspersons here today.

The Chandrika  government,
however, should first put all its
cards on the table so that the par-
ties concerned know what the
government had to offer, he said,

It would not be possible to find
a political solution to the crisis
unless a change of heart was
brought about among the Sinha-
lese people and the Buddhist cler-
gy, on conceding equal rights Lo
the Tamils living in the country,

Referring to the frequent at-
tacks on Indian fishermen by the
Sri Lankan Navy, he said the Cen-
tre should instruct the defence
forces to arrest the assailants and
seize the boats to serve a stern
warning to Sri Lanka, he said.

He also felt that it was the right
time for the state and Central gov-
croments 1o take sleps o retrieve
Katchatheevu,

The PMK leader supported the
Tamil Nationalist Movement
leader, Mr. P. Nedumaran's de-
mand for constituting a separate

commission of inquiry to probe
the alleged atrocities comimitted
by the Special Task Foree during
the operations against the sandal-
wood smuggler Veerapparn.

When asked about the demand
for a white paper on the kidnap-
release episede, he said the two
governments had already come
out with the details.

The state government could
consider granting amnesty to the
forest brigand if he sought it, he
said in response (o a query.

He accused the state govern-
ment of failing to pay adequate
altention towards “'rendering jus-
tice” to the familics, whose lands
had been acquired for the fJayam-
kondam Lignite Power project.

The families have been de-
manding adequate compensation
for the lands to be acquired from
them and guaranieed employ-
ment for a member of each of the
family. The compensation offered
by the government was (D0
meagre, he said.

He had afready taken up the is-
sue with the Chief Minister, Mr.
M. Karunanidhi. Yet, the official
machinery appeared to be more
mtent on “grabbing” the land
from the local population rather
than paying attention to their
rightful demands. The govern-
ment should have convened a
mecting with all concerned ta
thrash out the issue, he said.

He charged the governmecni
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with attermpting o credte a false
impression that the PMK was ry-
ing le stall the project. i

The PMK wanted the groject to
come up at the earliest as it was
essential for the ceconomic devel-
opment of the local population, a
majority of whanm were living be-
low the poverty line. The PMK
would 1ake up the issue with the
Prime Minister, he added.

Mr. Ramadoss also wanted ¢he
state government to enact a legis-
lation providing for 23 per cent
reservation for candidates from
rural areas in employment oppor-
tunities. The government should
also take stern action against se-
nior police officials who fail to
check the illicil arnack menage in
their respective districts.

Some senior police officials,
were responsible for the f
of illicit arrack in certajpis
the state, he alleged,
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COLOMBO, Dec. 3. — Norwa
which is mediating in the 17
year civil war between Tamil
Tiger rebels and the govern-
ment, has drafted a schedule to
de-escalate the conflict as a first
step in the peace process, The
Sunday Leader, an independent
English daily said today.

There is every possibility that
the direct taiks between the Sri
Lankan government and the

" LTTE will start within the next
couple of weeks in London.

Sources said the Norwegtans
have the complete support of
the UK, USA and India.

US assistant secretary, Mr
Karl F Inderfurth who was in
Sri Lanka last week said the
beginning of talks was one step

PIRABHAKARAN CONTROVERSY

COLOMBO, Dec¢. 3. — Sri Lanka’s Attorney General, Mr KC

Kamalasabyason has denied that an Indian team, which vigited
Lanka last month, had pressed for the extradition of LTTE

chiel V Pirabhakaran, local daily Sunday Leader said today.
Another Sri Lankan newspaper, Sunday Times, said Lankan
officials had “reviewed” an earlier Indian request for
Pirabhakaran’s extradition. Mr LK Advani told Parliament on
30 November that a team of officials from Multi-disciplinary
Monitoring Agency, had visited Sri Lanka to meet Sri Lanka’s
Attorney General to press for the extradition. — PTI

towards the building of con-
fidence The USA would back the
Norwegian initiative, he said.
Norwegian peace envoy Mr
Erik Sotheim, who made at least
four visits to 5ri Lanka this
year, has drawn up a mutually
reinforceable schedule to be
implemented on a staggered

basis within a specific time, said
the newspaper.

Quoting diplomatic sources,
the article said Mr Solheim had
formulated the document after
consultations with both sides
and would like to see it
implemented on a “step-by-step
reciprocal hasis.”
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A definite date has not been
fizxed for the first stage of the
conflict de-escalation schedule,
it said,

Mr Solheim who met V
Pirabhakaran on 1 November
said the rebel leader had not
laid any preconditions.

Mr Solheim also had an
extensive talks with the
government officials including
the President, Mrs Chandrika
Kumaratunga.

The Norwegian schedule
proposog that the government
would remove existing restric-
tions on the movement of food,
fuel, pssential goods and medi-
cines to northern rebel-held
territory, the newspaper says.

From the LTTE it expects the
release of all police and armed
service personmel.



: Kadirgamar told a new
. snce that the demand for the em-
n rebelcontrodled areas s
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__Confidence-building steps no

- substitute for tal

\2\\)\ By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, DEC. 16. Hinting at some flexibilify in its
approach to talks with the Liberation Tigers of Tamii
Felam (I'TTEY, Sri Lanka today said it was prepared
to cansider unilateral steps to promate a pcace
process provided these measures were not seen as &
substitute for immediate and substantive negotia-
tions.

Addressing a press conference here, the visiting
SriLankan Foreign Minister, Mr. Lakshman Kadirga-
may, reaffirmed his government's stated preference
for an ‘unconditional dialogue’ with the UTTL to end
the civil war in the island nation.

But Mr. Kadirgamar left the door ajar for some
unilateral confidence-building measures by his gov-
ernment to create a conducive atmosphere for the
talks. If these steps “‘can truly tacilitate a dialogue.
then yes, we can consider taking them,” he said.

The proposed talks are stalled by the tension be-
tween Colomba’s insistence on unconditional talks.
and the LTTE leader Mr. Velupillai Prabhakaran’s
demand late last manth for actions from Colembo to
‘de-escalate’ the military situation and ‘restore nor-
malcy’ in the Jaffna peninsula before the dialogue
begins. Colombo savs it is prepared to address the

. various concerns ot the LTTE in the walks once they

start. It argues that military de-escalation and a cea-
sefire can only follow from a serious, purposetul and
time-bound dialogue to resolve the conflict.

Colombo's past discussions with the LTTE on a 7

: Kadirgamar

‘ceasefire’ and ‘restoring normaley’ in Jatina were
‘not encouraging’, according to Mr. Radirgamar. in-
stead of wasting time on preliminaries. he suggest-
ed, the two sides move guickly te oot 1o grips with
the core issues of the dispute’.

M. Kadirgamar said the perceptions of an eco-
nomic blockade of Taffna were "off the mark’. He said
Colambo would soon be issuing a document to clar-
ify the situation on the ground. Conceding the deep
distrust that divides Colombo and the TTTE, Mr.
Kadirgamar said cfferts must be made "o overcome
it’. While insisting that the prospects of a dialogue
depend an the L7VE response. e believes that the
long-awaited talks "wiil take place’

But the Sri Lankan Foreign Minister denied there
was any specific end-ol-the-vear deadline for the
negoliations o start. He also dismissed speculation
about contacts between the Sri Lankan President,
Ms, Chandrika Kumaratunga. who is on vacation mn
London and the LTTE leaders huased there,

Mr. Kadirgamar briefed the External AlTaics Minis-
ter, Mr. Jaswant Singh. vesterday on the latest devel-
opments in Sri Lanka and the prospects for peace
talks being brokered by Norwvas

He said neither New Delhi i, seeking a role in
ending the civil war in Sri Lanka. nor is Colombo
asking for it. But Mr. Kadirgamar added. "India’s
views on the ultimate solution to the conflict are of

paramount imperance to us.”
LTTE charge}aé 8
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By Nirupama Subramanian H ulating conditions’ i r\ (Me

COLOMBO, DEC. 16. The LT{L today
accused Sti Lanka of atternpting
to scuttle the peace process and
asked 1he international commu-
nity to persuade (I to agree to a
de-escalation of the war and be-
gin 1alks In a climate of “peace
and goodwitl.”

In a statement issued two days
befure Sri Lanka will meet donor
countries at the Development Fo-
rum in Paris, the LTTE expressed
ite “deep disappoiniment” ay Syi
Lanka’s categorical rejection of its
call for de-escalation of the war,
and said talks could not rake place
in a climate of hostility.

Clearly aimed 1o entbarrass Sri
Lanka at the Paris mectings, the
slalement appeals to the interna-
tiony community (o persuade Sri
Lanka 1o “abandon its hard-line
militaristic position and to seek
the path of peace, rationaiily and
fair play to find a negotiated polit-
ical settlement to the Tamil na-
tional question.”

The 1TTY also said the govern-
ment offer ol ralks stipulated con-
ditions like a time-frame and
discussions on a Upre-conceived
permanent sofution.”

“These condildons are unac-
ceptable (o the { TTE, By refusing
Lo de-escalate the war and by stip-

Kumaratunga govdrnment  is
making a deliberatd attempi to
scultle the peace process,” it said,

A press release quoting the
statement, reportediy released in
Vanni today, was put out hy the
LTTE's London office and ap-
peared on 4 Tamil website late 1o-
night. It said the L'TTE welcomed
the “positive proposals’ suggest-
od by the government of Norway
as contidence building measures
to be mutually reciprocated hy
the twa sides that would facilitate
relaxation of the economic em-
bargo and gradually de- escalate
the conftlict.

The LTTE was seriously cansid-
ering the proposals hut the initia-
tive had 10 come from the
government, it added.

According to the statement, the
governmen! had “‘deliberately
distorted” ils call for de-escala-
tion as a pre- condition.

It said that the government had
misinterpreted the call for the
creation of conditions of normal-
cy as a demand tor the withdrawal
of troops ftom Jaffna.

“We did not dewnand the with-
drawal of e armed forces. Our
leader has explained that by nor-
malcy he meant the restoration of
normal civilian life in Tamil areas
by removng the siringent eco-

o T

13—(":';

overnment tfyin_g to scuttie
alleges LTTE

nomic bleckade imposed on the
Tamil people. We want the gav-
ernment to take this siep as a hu-
manitarian gesture, as a measure
of goodwill,” 1t said.

12 soldiers killed

Sri Lanka's  security  forces
claimed to have captired morc
werritery in the northern Jatfna
peninsula  in an  operation
launched today, but resistance
from the LTTI killed at feast 12
soldiers and wounded over 30.

The Delence  Ministry  said
troops supported by armour and
artillery and the Sri Lanka Air
Force advanced at {irst light to-
wards Nunavil and Kaithady, west
of Chavakachchert “taking the
LTTE by surprise.” An afficer and
11 men were kiilled in the fight-
back by the LUTTE using artiliery
and mortar firi- However, there
was no information on LTTE ca-
sualties.

The militarv, which has becn
attempling to wrest control of ar-
cas in rthe peninsula from the
LTTE since June, Klemetre by
painful kilomerre, has added 11
sq kins more w s ally atter to-
day's operation, the Government
said. A small stretch of the high-
wiy connecting Chavakachcheri
to Jatfna town was now said to be
under Government control.

=
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1TTE Say's no tgtl I}s/

APV e

ar, violence

amid

COLOMBO: Sri Lhnka's Norwe
glan-backed pesce process hit a
fresh snay as the LTTE insisted on
a cansefire before entering tafks
and accused President Chandrika
Kumaralunga's government for
the deadiock,

The LTTE in a statemont isstued
from thewr London olfice musted
on a process of “de-oscalation”
and said senuine peace talks could
not be held under conditions of
war, violence and hosulity.

Sri Lanka's {oreign mister
Lakshman Kadirgamar had flatly
rejected rebel demands for a
ceasefire and said de-cscalation of
the conflict could be considered as
negotiations progressed under an
agyeed tme tabie.

The LUTTE's latest statement
accused the government of distort-
ing its positton on talks. “Though
the government proclaims its
readiness for uncondittonal talks it
relterates is previous conditions of
a limited thne frame and a precon-
ceived permanent solution {o be
worked out at the commencement
of talks,” the LTTE said.

For their part. they were not
demanding the withdrawal of scou-
aty forces from the Jaffna peninsu-
la.~The Sri Lanka government has
deliberately distorted our genuine
plea for a peaceful environment
{or peace talks as a condition. Sni
Lanka has misinterpreted our call
for the creation of conditions of
normaley  as a  situation  that

mcludes the withdrawal of srmod
torces trom Jatfna, We did ao
demand the withdrawal o1 the
armed forces.”

LTTE leader Velupilo
Prabhakaran had on Nosember 27
offered what he called unoopdr
tional walks but insisted o conds
tens of normaley.

“We want the government o
take this step as a humanitarian gos
wre, a8 a measure of goodwill. Ths
should not be viewed as precondi-
tion for ks the LTTE staternem
said. The statement came just as the
Sri Lankan  government  was
preparing for a crucial meeting of
ity international aid donors in Paris
on Monday. The LITE said basked
the international community o
pressurise Sn Lanka to accept o
truce 1o open peace ks

Mr Kadirgamar fad wed in Now
Delhi on Saturday that Colomba
was ready for punediate wks 2 ith
Tigers. but added that these coald
am start beitore next year Mr
Kadirgamar also ruled ow reduction
in the scale of government offen-
sives as a condition for poace taike

‘The munister said Tigers were not
10 be trusted as they regroupesd and
rearmed during truces wnd dwn
taunched  surprise oftensives
against S Lunkan forees, Seunitn
forces had faunchoed a frosh ofien-
sive against the DTTE (nothe s
peminsels on Satrday. The muhitan
claimed Kuling 26 1ebels Yo thie loss
of 12 of its own troopers
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-No talks amid
war, says LTTE

-

COLOMBO, Dec. 17. — Srl
Lanka's Norway-backed peace
process hit a new roadblock as
the LTTE insisted on a
ceasefire before entering talks.

In a statement issued from
LTTE's London office, the
rebels insidted on a process of
“de-egcalation” and  said
genuine peace talks could not
be held under conditions of
war, violence and hostility.

Sri Lankan foreign minister
Mr Lakshman Kadirgamar had
flatly rejected rebel demands
for a ceasefire. He said de-
escalation of the conflict could
he considered if negotiations
progressed under an agreed
timetable.

LTTE's latest statement
accused the government of
distorting its position on talks.
“Though  the government
proclaims its readiness for
unconditional talks, it
reiterates its previous
conditions of a limited time

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

frame ardd a preconceived

permanent solution to be
worked out at the
commencement of talks,” LTTE

said.

The rebel outfit said the
government had “deliberately
distorted” its genuine plea for a
peaceful environment for peace
talks as a condition. “It has
misinterpreted our call for the
creation of conditions  of
normaley as a situation that
includes the withdrawal of
armed forces from Jaffna. We
did not demand the withdrawal
of the armed forces.”

LTTE leader Velupillai
Pirabhakaran had on 27
Novemher offered what he

called uncenditional talks but
insisted on conditions of
normaley.

“We want the government to
take this step as a humani-
tarian gesiure, as a measure of
goodwill. This should not be
viewed as precondition for
talks,” the statement said.

The statement came just as

the government was preparing
for a ecrucial meeting of its
internationz]l aid donors in
Paris tomorrov..

The LTTE buxs wsked the
imternational comumunity  to
pressure Sri Lanka to accept a
truce to open peace talks

Mr EKadirgamar had said in

New Delhi vesterday that
Colembo  was  ready  for
immediate talks with the

Tigers, but added that these
could not start before next
year. He also ruled out
reduction  1n the  scale  of
government offensives as a
condition for pesce talks.

The minister said the LTTE
wera not to be trusted as they
regrouped and rearmed during
truces and then launchea
surprise offensives apainst the
Lankan furces.

Securilty forees had launched
a Tresh offensive against the
LTTE in Jaffnua yesterday. The
wilitary  ciaimed kidling 26
rebels {or the lsss of 12 of irs
OWN Trope s,
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Dalai Ldma k(fhlna talks

il’b

Luke Harding and John Gittings atents. “Tt is early days,” he said. |
Dharamsala gHong Kong. Decgé ‘DOOI’S Open’ COHcC s;id, hl:, t:t‘?ady rgé;ondi:csialto |
Beljing's overture by suggesting |

Negotiations berween th: | CHINA ON Tuesday said its| that a Tibetan delegation visit

Chinese Government and | channels of communication with China for further talks. There had
the Datai Lama about the the Dalai Lama remained open not yet been a reply.
future of Tibet have resumcd after | but refused to make any conces- Beijing’s formal position is that
a two-year gap following a secret | sion for restarting negotiations the door is still open to talks it
visit to Befjing last month by the  [to end the Tibet impasse. “I broke off in 1993 if the Dalai Lama
Dalai Lama’s elder brother, it was | would like to reaffirm that there |  explicitly “renounces indepen-

claimed on Monday night. are channels for contact dence”,

Speaking after celebrations to | between China and the Dalai Informal taitks briefly resumed
mark his 50th anniversary as tem- | Lama. The channels are open,” [ after  President Clinton mcet
poral leader of Tibet, the Dalei | Forejgn Ministry spokeswoman | President Jiang Zemin in China in
L ama said vesterday that his broth- Zhang Qiyue told reporters. 1998, but were terminated soon
er, Gyalo Thondup. had teld talk; PTl, Beijing |  afterwards.
with the Chinese consular officials, The Chinese Government

Mr Thondup, a former Tibetan Dharamsala, the north Indian  recently preferred to ignore the
envoy, had earlier received “ind;-  home of Tibet's government in  Dalai Lama, arguing that after hus
cations” that the Chinesc wantel  exile, bearing a message from the  death Tibetan nationalism would
1o see him. Chinese side, but last night, the disappear.

Mr Thondup returned 1t Dalai Lama refused to disclose its (Guardian News Service -
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~~China denies

Dalai con

Beijing, Dec. 5 (Reuters): China
declined comment today on re-
ports that it had re-established
contact with Tibet’s exiled spiritu-
al leader, the Dalai Lama, and re-
stated Beijing’s terms for future
talks.

Chinese foreign ministry
spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue side-
stepped reporters’ questions
about remarks the Dalai Lama
made at a news conference yester-
day that his brother had visited
Beijing in late October at the invi-
tation of Chinese authorities.

She told reporters that China
had “channels for contact and dia-
logue” with the Tibetan leader
who has lived in exile in Dharam-
sala since 1959, but any talks were
on condition he accepted long-
standing Chinese principles.

The Dalai Lama must also ac-
knowledge that Taiwan is part of
China and that Beijing’s Commu-
nist government is China’s only
legal governiment, she said.

China considers Taiwan to be
part of its territory and harshly

Ct

criticised the Dalai Lama for vigit-
ing it in March 1897, accusing him
of promoting separatism there.
The Vaoice of America reported
that the Dalai Lama told a news
conference in Dharamsala that
his brother, Gyalo Thundup, re-
turned from his October visit with
a message from China's commu-
nist leadership.

But the Dalai Lama would not
reveal its contents, the US-funded
international broadcasting ser-
vice reported. The Dalai Lama
said he responded to the message
by requesting that the Chinese
government allow him to send a
fact-finding delegation into Tibet,
VOA said, citing his remarks at
the news conference,

Asked by reporters whether
the renewed contact might repre-
sent a change in Beijing’s attitude
toward him, the Dalai Lama said
it was too early to tell, according to
the VOA report. The Dalai Lama
also said he asked his brother to

travel W during his
visitto Chi /
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XKanishka case: Witnesses threatened

B Canadian police warn Sikh groups to q*;:}’ A

stay away from witnesses who hold key
to the conspiracy angle in bombing cas
w §

‘\;_’1
UNITED NEWS OF INDIA ;>

VANCOUVER, DEC1

Roval Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP)
has warned radical Sikh

groups in Pakistan and Canada to
stay away from witnesses in the Air
Indiabombing case or face the full
wrath of the law.

The Air-India Boeing 747
‘Kanishka’, which took off from
Canada on June 23, 1985, had ex-
ploded off the Irish coast in a ter-
rorist act which was blamed on
Punjab militants. Al 329 people
on board were killed.

The RCMP warning came in
the wake of reports that a key wit-
ness was threatened with liquida-
tion if he testified against the two
accused — the city’s millionaire
Ripudaman Singh Malik and
Kamloops priest Ajaib Singh
Bagri—inthe court,

In an interview to alocal news-
paper Province, the witness, who

preferred to remam
said he was luredtoa
few days back where

somethmg that is so vital to in-
terest of the Sikh cause”. The wit-
ness claims his entire statement to
the Canadian police appears to
have been read by the militants,
They knew what he had told the
police, who he had implicated and
the police detachment where he
made his statement and the date.

.According to him, the militarits
also told him that the Crown
{prosecution) witnesses include a
man who lives in New York, two
former employees of the Khalsa
School in Surrey County, a lower
mainland businessman, a Sikh
journalist and avillager ih Punjab.

The militants later warned him
that itwas not a good idea to testify
incourts. “You are one of us, you
will be considered a traitor if you

The accused: Ripudaman Singh Malik and Ajaib Singh Bagri

depose,” hewas told.

.They also claimed to have seen
abriefease full of prosecution doc-
uments containing witness state-
memnts. The Crown’s case consists
of 132 large binders of evidence,
including surveillance pictures
taken by the Canadian police, This
information is now in the hands of
Sikh militants bent on intimidating
the witnesses, it was claimed in the

repont,
The newspaper also said some

INDIAN EXPRE9
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other wiltnesses named in the
Crown’s documents have received
mtimidating tefephone calls from
Sikh extremists in British Colurn-
bia, Pakistan and Indiz. RCMP
spokesperson Cati Galliford said
they have taken all necessary pre-
cautions to cnsure the safety of the
witnesses. “Anyone found threal-
ening or intimidating them would
be obstructing the course of justice
and would be prosecuted to the
extent of law,” she added.
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Palestlmau/protests pass off peacstm

JERUSALEM, DEC. 1. Palesni 1511?./

dematistrated in dront of dye Al

Avza mosgue in the old city df Je-
rusalum after the  fivst friday
prravers of the Ramzan, but lsraell
police positioned just outside the
mosgue compound did not incer-
vene, as fears of another flare-up
of viojenee eased.

Two months of Palestinian riot-
ing began ar the mosgue come-
pound alter the hard-line lsracl;
politician, My, Ariel Sharon, vis-
ted on September 23 o empha-
sise Isracl's claim 1o the sife
which is also the Tocation of the
hiblical Jewish temples.

Mr. Sharon and  the lsraeli
Urime Minister, 3r. Chud Barak.
have embarked o an election
campaign, with prospects for a
peace accord between Israel and
the Palestinians the main issue.

Police satd abous 100,000 wor-
shippers praved ai Al Aqsa after
Israel eased restrictions, permit-
ting all Muslims with tsracli iden-
tiy cards — those with lsraeli
citizenship and Palestinians wie
live in Jerusalem — w enter. But
witnesses  said  the crowd  was
nmch smaller. A Palestinian offi-
cial said ondy 15000 people af-
tended,

After  services,  Palestinians
marched in the plava in front of
the  masque, showing slogans,
Some threw rocks roward the po-
hee gathered just outside o gate
leading ta the compound, but the
potice did not respond. Muslhn
officials and Palestinian secusic
officers kept the demonstrators
wway from the Tsraeli forees.

Palestifftans  {rom the West
Bank a4 Gaza were banned from

A Palestinian woman banned from entering Jerusaiem is
allowed to sit behind a line of Israeli soldiers, as hundreds of /¢ 1104 0
Palestinians are stopped from entering Jerusalem at an army e the PAL:

checkpoint on the border with the West Bank town of
Bethlehem on Friday. — AF

fsraeti amny checkpoint soud

Suldiers closed o

the mosque. About 300 Palesti-

niais, shouling., “We want o pray

at Al Agsa.” pushed through an

Jerusatem

nearby invrsection
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Peace under siege: Lashk
militants kill 6 CRPF me |

Truce and Pak ‘restraint’ are not linked, savs Indm i"

The Times of India News Service
SRINAGAR: Six central reserve
police force (CRPF) jawans were
killed and several others wounded
when two militants belonging to
the fidayeen {death squad) of the
Lashkar-e-Toiba attacked a CRPF
camp at Ashajipora in Anantnag
district on Tuesday mortning,

The attack came close on the
heels of the Monday evening inci-
dent in which Lashkar militants
had stormed a CRPF camp, killed
one jawan on the spot and injured
seven others. One of the militants
was killed by CRPF men during
cross-fire, The militants also seized
two AK-47 rifles.

Police sources said that dozens
of CRPF personnel were taken
hostage by the militants but were
later rescued by a large contingent
of the army and the BSE The res-
cue operations came to an end on
Tuesday evening with the killing of
the two militants. Both were
i reportedly foreign militants,

+ On the diplomatic front, in New
- Delhi, in a carefully calibrated
© responsc to Pakistan’s statement
on ‘maximum restramt’ along the
Line of Control (LeC) and the

ceasefire initiative in Kashmir,
India on Tuesday emphasised that
the two issues were not connected.

In kecping with India’s general
scepticism  about  Pakistan's
motives, especially after the Kargil
conflict, New Delhi is keen to wait
and watch before waving the olive
branch.

Yes, India was keen on the
resumption of the stalled dialogue,
but only when Islamabad showed
a change of heart. “It is our hope
that with the initiative for peace
taken by Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee, Pakistan will be
persuaded to cease the promotion
of cross-border terrorism so as to
create an environment suitabie for
the resumption of a compasite dia-
logue.”

The spokesperson of the exter-
nal affairs ministry acknowledged
that the level of firing along the
LoC as well as the infiltration into
Kashmir had dropped. However,
he attributed this to greater vigi-
lance on [ndia's part.

The Vajpayee government pre-
dictably rejected suggestions of tri-
partite talks on the Kashmir issue,
sticking to its well-known position

"HE TINES OF INDs
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that it was Lm}rel\« up to the gov-
ernment and the people  of
Kashmir to sort out the mess in the
state. "The government has always
conveved its readiness to hold
tatks with all parues and groups in
Jammu and Kashmir. including the
militants.

The government’s desire in this
regard is reitcrated. The modalities
of these talks will be decided by
India. 1t is abundantly clear that
there is no room for what is
termed as tripartite talks”” the
external affairs ministry said in 4
statement.

Some of the Kashmiri militant
groups had urged u three-way dia-
logue between India, Pakistan and
the people of Kashmir. Pakistan
suggested that India could hold
discussions with the Kashmiri
groups and let the separatist outfits
brief Islamabad.

New Delhi repeated what Mr
Vajpayee said on Monday abowt
extending the Ramzan ceasefire.
“Upon conclusion of the month of
Ramzan. the government wall
review the situation and then
anncunce its further coursé of
action,” the statement read.
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N USA Russia seek
\ Osumu hand-over *
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PT1 & AFP

UNHQ/WASHIN KJTON, Dec. 8.
The USA and Russia
yesterday introduced a
resolution in the Security
Council for tough new
ganctions against the Taliban,

The resolution, expected to
come up for voteé next week,
demands that the Taliban shut
down 1its terrorist training
camps in 30 days and hand
over Osama bin Laden
immediatelv. It also calls for
arms embargo and freezing of
Taliban asseis.

The Taliban have condemned
the resolution, saying the
sanctions would only hurt the
common man and prolong the
ongoing civil war which has
killed and displaced hundreds
of thousands. Pakistan too
criticised the resolution. which
it said would scuttle the UN-led
peace process.

But  Russia
Islamabad's

rejected
coniention

asserting that ¥
Taliban have
never kept the-
ir promise and
the resolution
leaves ample
scope for talks
to coniinue.

Diplomats say
it would be
difficult to
moniior the
arms embargo
but it would bring Pakistan
under fresh pressure as most of
the weapons pass through that
country. Besides, the Pakistani
military actively supports the
Taliban.

Justifying the sanctions, the
UR security advisor, Mr Sandy
Berger, said; “We have aanct-
iong against the Taliban part-
icularly bhecause they have
provided safe haven for Osama,
responsible for terrorist acts
against the USA. There i a
prosecution and indictrment of
Qsama in the USAY”

i

0_sarna bin Laden

N\

T believe
here’li be a
izl, and we
vould ke o

learly at the
core of a netw-
ork of groups
hat are
threatening the
USA states,” Mr
Berger said.

But he said USA would con-
tinue ils role as peacemaker role
whoever 12 the nex! President.

Last vear, the Security Couneil
had imposed limited sanctions,
freezing foreign assets of
Taliban and banning its airlines
from flying outside the country.
It had warned against new
measures if the Taliban failed to
comply with its demand to close
terrorist training camps and
hand over Osama.

But the Taliban refused to
hand over the Saudi terrorist
leader, saying there is no evid-

K‘\’\J

ence of his invoivement. Bes-
ides, hie 1s a guest, they said,

America and Russia joined
hands in the stand against the
Taliban after Yemeni
investigators probing the U/SS
Cole bombing said the suspects
had contact with Osama.

Two suspects of the 12
October on the US navy
destroyer, that killed 17 people
and injured 39, had been in
cantact with members of
Osama’s East African organ-
isation. One of the suspects,
Jamal al-Badawi, allegediy
admitted he was trained at
Osama’s camps in afghanistan.
He also said he had fought with
Osama's forces in Bosnia.

Another suspect, Fhad al-
Quoso, reportedly told the
investigators that he recejved
over $5,000 from an Osams
aide to finance the Cole
hombing, Quose was to record

the attack on video for
propaganda purposes, but
missed his opportumty



Hurrivat welcomes

truce, offers to talk

r W
Press Trust of Indla "% LY
Srinagar, December 17

HE HURRIYAT Conference, a

conglomerate of 23 separatist out-

fits, today formally welcomed the
Ramzan ceasefire announced by Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpavec and
offered talks with the Centre at a stormy
meeting of its executive followed by vio-
lent factional feud.

A Hurriyat Conference spokesman
said after the meeting that the seven-
member executive council, the highest
decision-making forum of the organisa-
tion, discussed “the situation arising out
of the unilateral ceasctfire and unani-
mously reiterated its stand that the
Hurriyat will take part in any meaning-
ful and result-oziented political process
aimed at resolving the Kashmir issue
permancntly.”

A statement issued by the Hurriyat
said: “It considers the announcement of
Prime ‘Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
unilateral Ramzan ceasefire as a positive
change in the policy of Government of
India”.

“The Hurriyat leadcrship is of the

opinion that they be given a chance to
initiate talks with militant leadership
besides governments of India and
Pakistan so that a process for meaning-
ful and result-oriented dialogue for res-

Saudi Arabia mesting

LEADERS OF the pro-Pakistan Jamaat- &
e-Islamia from on both sides of the LoC §
are to meet in Saudi Arabia in the next
few days. Jamaat chief G.M Bhat is
. meet Pakistan-based Hizbul
- Mujahideen chief Syed Satlahuddin
i who, a report from Islamabad says, has
: already left for Saudi Arabia. !
PTI, New Delhi

olution of Kashmir issue and restoration
of peace in Kashmir is started,” the
statement said,

Stating that the “Hurriyat resolves to
work unitedly and with discipline to
reach its goal,” the statement warned the
forces “who want to create confusion and
division in the ranks of the Hurriyat” say-
ing these efforts “will fail”.

HTC adds: Moments after the key

APHC meeting ended , clashes broke out
between the “pro-Pakistan”™ and “pro-
imdependence” tactions. Six persons were
injured and the police intervencd to put
an end to the chaos.

The teouble started after APHC chair-
man Abdul Ghani Bhat and senior lead-
ers, Abdul Ghani Lone and Yasin Malik,
emerged from the session in a single file,
Sved Ali Shah Gecelani, a pro-Pakistan
leader, came out alone.

Soon after their leaders came out of the
venue, Malik’s supporters started raising
pro-freedom slogans. The pro-Pakistan
group, led by Geelani, ¢countered these
with cries of “Pakistan zindabad” and
“Kashmir banega Pakistan™.

The rival groups surged at each other
and traded blows. The police stepped in
and lathicharged the warring factions.

Bhat, however, dismissed the day’s
events as “not worth taking seriously”.
“Children do fight, don’t they?” He said
the meeting was a “cool, exchange-of-
views” session. “[ was in the chair.”

PM on ceasefire: L K Advani on Sunday
said A B Vajpayee will soon be making a

statement i Parliament on extending the
sefi d i an.
ceascttrcygen after Ramz /d/ )//
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 18. The Hizh-ul-
Mujahideen has denied reportsin a
section of the press that Kashmiri
leaders from both sides of the bor-
der are o meet in ihe next few days
in Saudi Arabia to chalk out a strat-
egy in the light of recent initatives
by India and Pakistan.

The Fizb spokesman, Mr. Salim
Lasluniold The Hindu that there
was no truth in the repors that
the [lizb chict, Syed Salahuddin,
has reached Saudi Arabia to take
part in the meering of Kashmir
feaders.

“sved Salabuddin is in Karachi
al the moment. Fven if he were (o
g0 to Sandi Arabia {t would only
e as part of his Haj trip. [ have
been wrongly quoted by some of
the newspapers as saving that he
has already left for Saudi Arahia,”
Mr. Hashmi complained.

The denial of the news by the
Hizb has not deterred the Pakista-
ni media from speculating on the
nature and significance of the
suppased meeting of the Kashmir
leaderss from both sides of the di-
vide.

The Urdu daily Jang has report-
cd that some important leaders
from the Indian side of Kashmir
have confirmed their participa-
tion in the meecting. The paper
said apart froom leaders from both
sides of Kashmir, some other in-
fluential Kashmiri personalities
might also take part.

Qunting sources, the paper said
the  Hizh-ul-Mujahideen  was
ready to respond positively to the
ceasefire if India was prepared for
tripartite talks on the Kashmir
dispute.

The paper gquoting diplomatic
saurces in Islamwabad has said
that Saudi Arabia could plav an
important role in making the on-
going offorts to resolve the Kash-
mir issue a success. I said Saudi
Arabia could influence the mili-
tant  orgamsations, particularly
the Jamaat-e-1slami backed Hizh,

The paper has pointed out that
the Lxternal Affairs Minister, Mr.
fagwant Singh, is also scheduled
10 visit Saudi Arabia and it could
he significant in the context of ef-
fores on Rashiir, Quoting soure-
es, the paper has hinted al the

izb denies reports
of Saudi meet:

)

possibifity of the Chief txecu
of Pakistan, Gen. Perver Mush
raf, making a visit to Saudi Arat
on his way back from bordars anld
Svrid.

‘Independent Kashmir’
demanded

The [ammu and Kashmir iber-
ation Frent JKLEY has urged Pa
kistan 1o concede o the
Kashmiris the option of @ unified
independent Kashimir.

The Policy and Planning Cons-
uwiittec of the JKLE at amecting in
Rawalpindi  on  December 18
adopted a resolution calling upon
Pakistan to publicly accept and
recognise right of Kashmiris 1o
upt for “re-unification and com-
plete independence” of the divid
ed Jammu and Kashmir State.
besides their accepted right o s
cede o India or (o Pakistan.,

Sharing the outcome ol the
meeting at a news conference
here the JKLID Chainman,  Mr
Amanuliah Khan, satd if frakistan
was not prepared o convede the
right of Kashmiris for an inde-
pendent state, then there would
be no difference between India
and Pakistan,

“One can only conclude tha
like India, Pakistan iy also only in-
terested in taking conmrol of the
Kashmir territory and is not bhoth-
ered about the wishes of ihe peo-
ple. i Pakistan docs not agree 1o
our demand, we would be forced
te adept any method 1o achieve
our goal”, he warned.

Mo Khan said the mecting o
the Padicy and Planning Comnnut
tee of the IKLE was heid to 1ake
stock of the current politeal she
uation in the wake of the meeem
initiatives by Indis and Pakistan
on Kashmir. He said that while
the ceasefire initiative by tndia
was appreciable, it was oot sudli-
cient to resotve the Kashmir cone
fiict.

Mr. Khan said the Indianinini:
tive was a well- calculated move
and to reject it outrightly wouid
bhe a blunder. "1t should be wei-
comed conditionally while insia-
ing that (ndia should concede the
right of Kashmiris o deterimin
theit own future ™.
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"'TTE move may force
mColombo s hands

\(\ By Nirupama Subramanian

’} \

coLoMBo. BeC. 21. The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam's surprie an-
uncement of & unilateral ceasefire may leave the Governmenh with
ttle choice but to reciprocate. Sri Lanka said last week that de-esealu-
ion of the canilict and the lifting of ecoenomic blockades on the LTTE-
held areas would be considered only alter peace talks hegan.

But the LTTE's larest move will bring considerabile pressure o the
Government to respond positively. “This is an answer by the [ T1F to ali
the scepticism expressed about s intentions in altering to talk.” said
Mr. R, Sampanthan, secretary-general of the moderate Tamil United
Liberation Front. The LTTE's declaration strengthened its positicn that
it was prepared to begin unconditional talks lor a negotiated, palical
settlement.

To the extent that it is easier for the Government to reciprocate by
taking steps 1o “normalise” life in the LTVE- cantroiled areas and begin
de-escalation, rather than be seen as initiating these steps, the LTTE's
latest move may present a wav out af the deadlock that the Norwegian-
backed peace precess seemied 10 have hil last week. The LTTE said tast
week that talks could not take place while the shooeting continued and
the imitiative to create & cordial atmosphere had to come froa the
Government — a condition the Government had already rejected.

“This is an apportunity for the Government (o take steps for talks 1o
Llake place in conditions of nermaicy. 1t is a move that must inexorably
lead to the commencement of peace talks,” said Mr. Samparthan.

The TULF vice-president and parliamentarian, Mr. V. Anandasanga-
rec, said motives should not be attributed ro the LTTE's announce-
ment. USo many people’s lives will be saved in this one month. This will
be welcomed by both Tamil and Sinhalese people. We must take tor
granted that they are serious and the Government must respond posi-
tively,”” he said. The ceasefire announcement came amid reports from
Jaffna peninsula that the Government troops were preparing for anoth-
er offensive in the region. The Air Force baombers pounded targets in
Kaithady, Navatkull and Arivalai sectors ail day today, a practice fol-
lowed by the military to soflen the LITE inmmediately prior to the
launch of a ground operation. After the L'TTE's declaration, it would be
difficult far the military to go ahead with such a plan, if there is indeed
one, even though the ceasefire begins onlv on Sunday.

The Opposition United National Party said earlier ioday that creating
a cordial atmosphere was important for conflict resolution. The UNP
parliamentarian, Mr. Mahinda Samarasinghe, said at a news confer-
ence that his party was for a de-escalation after talks commenced.

He said the Government must heed the signals given to it by the
donor comMmunity at the Paris Development Forum and take steps 1o
improve its record on governance by establishing independent coimn-
missions for pojite, judiciary, elections and the public service.

Sri Lanka etk a rap at the Forum eartier thls weelk for not achicving
the expected standards of * gnod governance.’

THE HINDU
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ﬁlka rebels declare
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month- loﬁg c
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easefire

M Move a goodwill gesture for peace process, claims LTTE

REUTERS
COLOMBOC, DECEMBER 21

AMIL rebels fighting for a

separate state in Sri Lanka

declared a month-long
ceasefire on Thursday, saying it
was a goodwili gesture 10 push for-
ward a peace process to end 17
years of ethnicwar.

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelamy's (LT TE) announcerment is
the biggest breakthrough in efforts
to end the war since 1995, when
the rebels broke a truce with an at-
tack on a navy base, and also
comes after a dramatic increase in
violenice over the past 12 manths.

The declaration comes almost
two rnonths after a peace indtiative
was kickstarted by a surprise teet-
ing berween a Norwegian envoy
and L'TTE leader Velupillai Prab-
hakaran.

“If Sri Lanka responds posi-
tively by ceasing armed hostilities
against our forces and takes steps
to implement the Norwegian pro-
posal of mutual confidence-build-

ing measures, the LTTE will be
prepated to extend the period of
peace to create cordial conditions
and direct negotiations,” a rebel
statement said,

The statement said Prab-
hakaran had issued orders for a
unilateral ceasefire from midnight
on December 24 to midnight on
Januvary 24.

“We make this declaration of
cessation of armed hostilities uni-
laterally hoping that the Sti Lanka
govermment will reciprocate posi-
tively and instruct its armed forces
toohserve peace duting the festive
season of Christmas, New Year
and Pongat {the Hindu Harvest
Festival),” the LTTE said.

Meanwhile, there was no im-
mediate reaction from the govern-
ment, which has been forced on a
diplomatic defensive since Prab-
hakaran cafled three weeks ago for
unconditional talks and dropped
previous demands for a truce and
troop withdrawat first, both politi-
cally impossible for the govern-
meit o meet.

President  Chandrika  Ku-
maratunga is in Europe where she

attended a meeting of Sti Lanka’s -

aid donors eathiet thisweek.

“Our desire 10 cease armed
hostilities should be viewed as a
genuine expression of goodwill in-
dicating our sincere desire for
peace and negotiated political set-
tlement,” said the statement,
which was faxed to Reuters from
the LTTE's London offices.

The government over the past

week has also said it wanted an-
conlitional tatks but has ques-
tioned the sincerity of the LTTE,
poinitng £ recent rebel attacks.
Gowernment forces have also
faunched o offensives since

Prabhakaran met Norwegian en-

vay Exik Sotheim.

Kumarstunga said earlier this .
week that Srt Lanka was ready to
negotiate with the Tamil rebels, -

and was prepared 10 de-escalate
the conflict, but added no troop
withdrawals would take place untit
a negotiated settlement had been
reached.
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President,

g Wlll the new

OR HISTORIANS, time is
counted in decades, cen-
turies, eras. When schol-
ars study the history of S
Lanka in the years to come, the
events of the year 2000 may only
torrm a small part of the larger pic-
ture. But for those living through
it, this has been a momentous
vear, the tone for which was set by
the narrow escape of the
Mrs. Chandri-
ka Kumaratunga, from a
suicide assassin in De-
cember 1999, As Sri Lanka
tottered at the brink of a
stunning military defeat
at the hands of the LTTE
in May, few could have
anticipated the events
that followed.
1t was entirely in keep-
ing with the element of
surprise¢ that character-
ised all ol 2000 that, as the
vear drew to a close, the
LTTE declared a month-
long unilateral ceasefire

as a “'gesture ol good-
will”
As  the  Government

launched an offensive in
Jaffna peninsula hours af-
ter the announcement
bast Thursday evening, il
seemed as if Sr Lanka
was in no mood to reci-
procate the L1TE's
Christmins truce,  even
though there were still
three davs to go for the
ceasefire to take effect.

That and the absence of
any other immediate re-
action from the govern-
ment seemed 1o SUgEeS!
that the meeting ground
between the two sides
was still proving elusive,
despite efforts by the Nor-
wegian government, the
designated facilitator, to
bring them together to
the negotiating table.

Burt it could be equally
triee that in the postures
that the Government and
the LTTE adopt, they are
performing to a well-writ-
ten seript with pre-deter-
mined responses and that
even though it seems to obhservers
that gaps continue to dog their re-
spective positions, in fact. they
triay be rapidly moving towards
the negotiating table.

“This {the L1TE’s declaration of
a ceasefire) is a step that has to
inexorably lead  the com-
mencement of peace talks,” said
Mr. R. Sampanthan. secrciary-
general of the Tamil United Liber-
ation Front, which has for several
years been pressing for talks be-
tween the two warring sides.

The Norwegian Foreign Minis-
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There might well be peace talks Yetiveen
the Sri Lankan Government and the LTTE
in the new year. But at the moment, says
NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN, it is anybody's
guess how the plot will unravel next.

A Sri Lankan woman whose soldier-husband went missing in action
against the LTTE joins an anti-war protest in Colombo.

ter, Mr. Raymond Johansen, said
recently that while his Govern-
ment was pleased that both the
Sri Lankan Government and the
LTTE had expressed their willing-
ness for dialogue, their “state-
ments show there is a gap
between the posttions which may
prevent the parties from moving
into a process which may lead to
direct talks in the near furure”,
In a statement earlier this
month, he expressed the hape
that the parties would seize the
existing opportunities to bridge

any such gap and said his Govern-
ment would encourage them to
take the necessary steps to enter
mte a process leading towards di-
rect negotizlions’.

The cueasefire declaration could
be ane such step. At one level, i
can be secn as an independent
move by the LT1E 10 exert pros-
sure on the Government to reci-
pracate andg agree to talks inan
atmosphere of peace, as M.\ elu-
pillai Prabhakaran had wanted.

But at another, the triuce pre-
sents an opportunity for the Gov-

\Hx ”‘?"w‘; Al
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ernment to rake a similar step, to
the extent that reciprocation is
vasic: for il than to be seen as tak-
ing the initiative on this politically
sensitive issue. It i how easter (o
respond positively o the UU(E
withowut being seen as having
caved in to s conditions.

Last week, the Sinhalese har-
diine hational Movement Against
ey Terrorism held a demon-
stration against the peace
process  in Colombe,
burning an cffigy of the
UINE leader along with
those of the Norwegian
special envoy, Mr. Lrik
Snlheim. and the British
Junior Foreign  Minister,
Mr. Peter Hain,

The demonstratars
marched  to the  armoy
headquarters, where their
representafives  handed
over 4 petition to the army
chief, urging soldiers not
to be taken in by the talk
about peace taiks, and to
light on.

But Sri Lanka may not
be able to continue fight-
my the TTTE indefinitely,
and the pressure is grow-
ing on it to ralk, Mrs.
Kumaratunga oid & meet-
ing of Sri Lanka's donor
commuuity in Paris last
week that defence spend-
ing was 1ow at the “intol-
erably high™ level of six
per cent of the country’s
GDP. In recent months,
ihe Government has been
torced to borrow at high
levels ta support its de-
fenee expenditure, which
NS encalated  in mid-2000.
Vhe allocation for defence
in the interim budget for
January to March 2001 is
20 per cont of the (otal ex-

nenditure,
How much the donor
countries and organisa-

tions will pledge to Sri
Lanka  after the latest
round of the Paris Devel-
opment Forum coulid well
depend on the progress of
the Norwegian-backed
peace process, along with
refornss to strengthen demoporatic
institutions. Besides, as the army
chiel politely rold the NMAT dele-
gution thiat met him last week, the
military was fully capable of fin-
ishing off the LTTE, but first they
nist hoelp him find  another
17,000 soldiers.

e pessuares on the LITE are
well-known, Under the circum-
stances, there migtit well be peace
talks burween it and the Govern-
mient in the new year. But at the
mioment, it is anvhody's guess
low the plot witl imravel next.



Lankan govt,
LTTE’s truce

COLOMBO: 811 Lanka has reject-
ed a untlateral ceasefire offered by
Tamil Tiger guerritlas in a bid to
kickstart a  Norwegian-backed
peace process.

The Sr1 Lankan government
ended days of speculation by flatly
rejecting a ceasefire as called by
the LTTE to revive the peace
PrOCess.

Prime  minister  Ratnasiri
Wickremanakaye in 2 statement
said military action against the
LTTE will be kept up till they
agree to honestly engage in peace
negotiations with the government.

The Tigers had said that they
expected the government to recip-
rocate their one-month unilateral
ceasefire that goes into effect at
Christmas eve as a goodwill ges-
ture to help the Norweglan-
backed peace process.

“The government believes that
further gestures of goodwill are
unnecessary, when the govenrment
has clearly indicated its wish to
engage in talks with the ttte forth-
with on the substantial issues
mvolved. with a view to rc,t.olvmg

offer

the ethnic question, ending the wa
and constructing a durable peace,”
the govenrment statement said.

Shortly after the LTTEs truce
offer on Thursday, the milhary
mounted a major offensive against
the tigers in the northern peninsu-
la of jatina.

After two davs of fighting an
estimated 142 tigers and 25 gov-
ernment  soldiers were  kilied,
defence  ministry  spokesman
Sanath Karunaratne said.

“We have recovered the bodies
of 30 Tigers, but their radio com-
munications have admitted losing
124 cadres,” Mr Karunaratne said.
~Omn our side, we lost 25 killed and
47 wounded.” he said.

Mr Karunaratne said the mili-
tary also capatured alive scven
Tiger rebels after Saturday’s fight-
ing in Jafina peninsula.

Sri lanka’s rejection of the Tiger
truce was also seen here as a snub
to Britain’s junior minister Peter
Hain who had asked Colombo to
accept the truce offered by the
guerrillas. =
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2000

~~ A MATTER OF ‘TRUCE’ AND

THE ‘UNILATERAL CEASEFIRE' which the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) an-
nounced, in a virtuat public-relations blitzkrieg,
has been rejected by the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment with much political circumspection. The
‘truce’ is effective for a month from Christmas.
There is nothing in the LTTE's media-spin to
suggest that its “hope” of reciprocation by offi-
cial Colombo was a coded conditionality.
Viewed in this perspective, the LTTE seems to
have taken upon itself the unusual onus of sus-
taining a ‘truce’ on its part for the stated pur-
pose of facilitating new ‘“initiatives” by
Colombe for de-escalation of the prolonged
“armed confrontation” between the two sides.
In a purely technical sense relevant to their
equally imporiant ‘psycho-war', it is now clear
that the LTTE had not formally communicated
its decision to the Sri Lankan authorities
through Norway, which has been acting as an
intermediary in their recent dealings with each
other. Nonetheless, it was a good sign that Col-
ombo indjcated, in a preliminary cormment, that
its instinctive “caution” over the LTTE's decla-
ration should not be construed as an impedi-
ment to an eventual “positive view" if that
might be justifiable on serious second thoughts.
The Government’s “unhappy experiences” in
dealing with a mercurial LTTE were said to have
induced such caution and a sense of “inquiry”
at this stage. Not surprisingly, a dominant politi-
cal feeling among 5ri Lanka’'s majority Sinhala
population is that the LTTE’s offer of ‘truce’ in
its fighting with the armed forces would be real-
ly meaningful only if it is extended to the entire
country. The transparent suggestion is that the
LTTE must not also seek to strike "terror’ in
Colombo and elsewhere across the island-re-
public.

The LTTE's dramatic move, explicitly timed
for the festive season of Christmas-New Year-
Pongal, was in tune with the overall popular
mood on the current South Asian scene, which

RUS T&_.\O ,\)/

is marked by a sudden&s&:\.\ t in neighbourly feel-
ings despite the actions 6f some determined an-
ti-peace militants. With the LTTE affirming that
it could go beyond its ‘unilateral’ announce-
ment if the Government were to respond posi-
tively by ‘“ceasing armed hostilities,” the
President, Ms. Chandrika Kumaratuinga, may
still find that she will have to seize the moment
of hope sooner than later for the high stakes of
peace. There is of course no quesiion mark over
Ms. Kumaratunga's track record of vision-dri-
ven moves for a constitutional settlement of the
basic question of a righiful place for the minor-
ity Tamils in Sri Lanka as an indivisible state. Yet
the mainstrearn Oppeoesition United National
Party as also non-militant and formerly militant
Tamil groups have not rallied behind her for a
variely of reasons. While this still poses a del-
icate challenge to the President, she knpows that
dealing with the LTTE is a much more difficult /
maiter of trust. . ¢

)~ 2\
Brazenly disingenuousis the reported s&s}
gestion by a transparent \LTTE-lobby that a
specified military operajion, which was
launched well before the timye set for the com-
mencement of the ‘unilateral ceasefire,’ was
clear proof of Ms. Kumaratunga's alleged atti-
tude of pleasing donor-nations with insincere
promises of a peace initiative. What she needs (o
grapple with in the present situation is how
redefine the offer that she expounded at arecent
meeting held under the World Bank auspices in
Paris. She said that while the “"doors are always
open for negotiations” Colombo would “‘not en-
tertain any conditions imposed by the LTTE.”
This formulation, spelt out before the LTTE’s
‘unilateral’ move, may require fine-tuning in the
context of the militant organisation's promise to
create conditions for "'a stable ceasefire and di-
rect negotiations™ in the event of Colombo halt-
ing “armed hostilities” presumably without
pulling its troops out of the conflict-zone. But
confidence building is the {irst step.
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It is a paradox of thé Eri Lankan conflict that though both the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and the Kumaratunga govern-
ment ceaselessly talk of pursuing peace, the deadlock persists. Thus, we
have a situation where the LTTE declares a unilateral ccasefire and the
government asserts that the military operations would continue. Yet
both, the government and the Tamil Tigers, insist that their respective
positions are motivated by the concern to work for peace. Rejecting the
LTTE’s cali to reciprocate the ceasefire, Colombo has held that ne fur-

- ther goodwill gestures are necessary. The government believes that its

/.

desire to engage n talks with the LTTE on the substantive issues in-
volved has been made clear beyond any doubt; and this having been
done, it will continue with the military operations till the LTTE engaged
in negotiations. The only stage at which the povernment would consider
a ceasefire 1s after the talks are on track and some progress is achicved.
Even while announcing the decision to continue military operations, the
government reiterated its call to the LTTE “to engage honestly in this
opportunity for peace™ The LTTE’s case is that peace initiatives
can be promoted only when there are congenial conditions. specifically
de-escalation of the armed confrontation. Significantly, the LTTE scems
to be placing less emphasis on lifting of the embargo on Jaffna and
withdrawal of the government forces. These were part of the demands
articulated by the LTTE and its chief V Prabhakaran soon after the
Norwegian peace broker, Enik Solheim, had conveyed their willingness
for “unconditional talks”.

Hf there appears to be a softening in the LTTE stance, wherce it has
nioved from implicit conditions to a unilateral ceasefire for a month “as
a genuine expression of goodwill”, clearly, President Chandrika Ku-
marafunga is not buying 1. Her government’s perception seems 1o be
that evidence of ecarnestness must come in the form of actual negotia-
tions and unless these proceed to a credible point, it would be unwise ta
walk into the Tiger's trap. The government is convinced that the LTTE,
expressed desires for peace and negotiated political settiement are vet
another ploy. In the past, the LTTE had made moves tawards peace and
then used the apportunity to regroup and re-arm itself for fresh offen-
sives. Having been “betrayed™ more than once, the government cannot
afford to be hoodwinked again, especially now when the LTTE is on the
defensive. The LTTE’s peace posturing is attributed to its arms supplics
and sources having diminished in recent months; and the fact that gov-
ernments in Europe are threatening to crack down on the financial
transactions of the ETTE's sympathisers. This would further disable the
LTTE at a time when the S Lankan government has becfed up its
arsenal. Hence, the government is unwilling to accept that the LTTE is
any more serious about talks now than it has been in the past, but merely
seeking a breather to re-equip itself for a new offensive at a later date.
Regardless of the truth of these perceptions, political negotiations alone
offer hope of an enduring solution and, therefosd, both sides need 1a
review their positions for breaking the impasse. /e
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/Iﬁnka asks UN,
to recall diplomat

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE {%Q( accidentally hit civilians.

COLOMBO, Dec. 27. — Sri
Lanka has asked the United
Nations to withdraw its top
diplomat here, after accusing
him of meddling in the island’s
internal affairs, a
press report said
today.

The government
had stopped
short of expelling
Mr Peter
Witham, a
British National,
but asked the UN
to withdraw him,
The Darly Mirror

through

COLOMBO, Dec. 27. —
At least 75,000 families
were left homeless and
five people killed in Sri
Lanka following floods
and a cyclone that swept
the
northern and eastern
regions, the social ser-

LTTE breaks truce

LTTE guerrillas fired mortar
bombs at Sri Lankan army
positions, breaking their own
unilateral
ceasefire, adds
PTL

The  rebels
attacked the
Eluthumadduval
army camp ye-
sterday, killing t-
wo soldiers and
injuring severai
othera, defence
ministry spokes-

island’s

said gquoting % L ; man Mr Sanath
foreign ministry YIC€S ministry said lod- Karunaratne said
' . * ay. The cyclone left a tra- . ’
SOUTCes, No T of destruction behind here.

immediate  rea- lt‘no o8 I;u" 10&_1 _.._el‘nfl * Another soldier
ction was given 'de mldncr T Othmtd hbba was killed and
hy either foreign zlk’do:vn mign lcgmm;r? four others wou-

ministry or the
UN offices here
in Colombo.

There had been
tension between
Mr Witham and the
government over a UN
statement in September 1999
which expressed concern over
an air force bombing that
killed Tamil civiliang and a
retaliatory  massacre of
Sinhalese villagers by Tamil
rebels.

The Daily Mirror said that
the government was also
unhappy over Mr Witham’s
reported action to set up a
refugee camp for minarity
Tamils. At the time of UN
statement, Sri Lankan foreign
minister  Mr Lakshman
Kadirgamar said the UN must
“mind its own business.”

The government initially
maintained that it had bombed
a Tiger base but later ordered
an  investigation acknow-
ledging that it may have

lcation was hampering
relief operations. — PTI

nded in & bomb
explosion at Kai-
thady in Jaffha.
Three rebels were
also killed in two
separate encounters in the
peninsula, he said. Mortar
attack was a violation of the
rebels’  own truce,  Mr
Karunaratne said.

The rebel group had offered a
unilateral truce from
Christmas Eve. But the
Lankan government rejected it
until the Tigers entered Norw-
ay-backed peace talks.

In another statement on
Christmas Day., the LTTE
announced that they would
unilaterally  continue 1o
honour a truce till 24 January,

“The LTTE will not embark
on offensive armed operations
during the festive season
ending on the 24th January,
2001, but it reserves the right
te  armed “defence.”  the
organisation said from their
London office.
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PM will find Wé}y/gfi Lanka headed forﬁ

to reduce oll
prices: Naik
By Sushma Ramachandran

NEW DELHI, 0CT. 11. The Petroleum
Minister, Mr. Ram Naik, has said
that the Prime Minister. Mr. A.B.

Vajpayee, wotuld find a solution if

the Trinamool Congress leader,
Ms, Mamata Banerjee, persisted

- with her demand for a roll-back in

oil prices. .’ teel the Prime Minis-
ter will find 4 solution; it is not a
very big problem.”

[n an inlerview to The Hindu ,
My, Naik said, "l am not com-
menting intensionally because it
1s not my area.”” He felt that when
the Prime Minister explained the
situation te¢ Ms. Banerjec, “the
matter is over”.

Ministry sources said a possible
solution could be turther reduc-
tion in customs and excise dutics
if Ms. Banerjee stuck to her de-
mand. This would not aflect the
oil paol deficit but achieve the de-
sired effect of reducing retail pric-
es tor consumers.

Details on Page 15

»' hung Parliament

A
iBy irupama Subramanian

COLOMBO, OCT. 11. With Sri Lanka
heading for a hung Parliament.
the People's Alifance (PA) and (he
United National Party (UNP) were
today making hectic efforts to
rope in smaller parties to form the
next government.

After scrapping the polls in 22
centres in the south and in the
entire Killinochchi district in the
north following complaints of
large-scale rigging, the Election

¢ Commissioner, Mr. Thavananda

; Dissanayake, postponed the offi-
¢ cial declaration of the results till

I'ursday.

He said the final results would
be announced in consultation
with political parties at 11.30 a.m.
on Thursday. "“Please be patient,”
he told the nation, appearing on
State-run television. A curtew was
declared from 10 p.m, till 5 a.m.
on Thursday as a precautionary
measure.

Counting continued till late at
night in the Kandy district where

the election was marred by allega-
tions of widespread malpractice.
Available results indicated the PA
was leading in the seat count, but
rends showed that neither side
would be in position 1o cross the
half-way mark in the 225-seat
House tor an absolute majority.

In the results declared il 9
p.mm, on Wednesday, the PA coali-
tion of the President, Mrs, Chan-
drika Kumaratunga. had obtained
88 seats while the UNP had 72
seats, a fair indicalor thal the final
resulls may not be as close as pre
dicted earlier. The VP had cigin
seats. Fven betore the resuits be-
gan rolling in, both the PA and the
UNP had begun negatiations with
smaller parties, including the Ta-

mil parijes, in anticipation of

larming the next government,
From the reduced vote share of
the PA and the UNP conipared to
the 1994 elections, it was cevident
that both had suffered an erosion
of support.

Advantage JVP: Page 13
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/4 Dead end in Lanka , ,

Peace demands that the two main parties hang together

HE close outcome of a singuiarty bloody elec-
. tion leaves Sri Lanka almost exactly where 1t
was before. This does not augur weil for the
country. But for an increass in the vote share of small
* parties {including the radical Janata Vimuldi Peru-
" muna), the political status quo before the polls remains
essentially unchanged. That does not encourage the
hope of early restoration of peace on the island. Nej-
ther of the two main parties gets a clear majority and
eachhas suffered a fall in its share of the vote. President
Chandrika Kumaratunga's People’s Alliance has
nosed ahead of s rival, Ranil Wickremsinghe's United
National Party, and looks like being able to cobble to-
gether amajority from small parties and independents.
Two
fam Peopie’s Democratic Party and the STMC, both
" fromthe north-east. Buta PA-ledeoalitionisnotasyeta
sure thing. A period of uncertainty conpounded by re-
polling in some areas looms ahead during which a
resurgence of violenoe cannotbe ruled aut,

The verdict, not dissimilar to the 1994 poll result,
increases the prospect of contention and delay in push-
ing through key economic measures and paratysis on
the question of antonomy for the Tamils. The silver lin-
ing to these dark clonds, if the PA is able to form the
new gavernment, is that Kimaratunga will get a prime

minister she canwork with. Under the Sti Lankan sys-’

tem, in which an executive president has overriding
powers, political gridlock can develop very easily if the
presidentand prime minister come from twodifferent

partieswhich could line-upwith the PA are the Be-

parties and donot iearn to “cohabit”, 2 term the French
use to describe power-sharing in government. Ku-
maratunga said quite plainly in the run-up to the elec-
tions that she would find it very difficult to work with
Wickremsinghe if be became prime minister. Given
the rivalries and vastly diffecent political platforms that
isunderstandable.

Whether or notworking together umsout 1o be a
consgitutional necessity, it is certamly a political necessity
whoever forms the government. The leaders of the -
land’s two major parties need to narrow their diffey-
ences, The starting point for resolving the autonomy is-
sue and for dealing suctessfully with the LT TE isfor the
PA and UNP to find a common purpose. Otherwise,
ethnicconflictwhich has gone on for 17 years looks fike
poing on for many more. The election campaign
showed the PA and UNF's approaches tothe ethmic is-

sue are poles apart, Wickrernsinghe favours a ceasefire |

and negotiations with the TTTE while Kumaratunga
wants tocontinue toprosecute the war in the north and
topass the Constitution bill which she was compelled,
because of lack of support, to withdraw from the last

Parltament. Without an understanding hetween the |

two parties, there carmot be forward movement in the
months abead. The fear of a dead-end is probably why
some Sii Lankans are calling for a goverrynent of na-
tiorial unity. The country would have done better out
of amore decisive electoral result. The hopenow s that

its politicians will find a way to méke the verdict work
forpeace andstabﬂity./
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eople’s Allmhce sin
Iurgesi party in Lanka

PTIEUNI

COLOMBO,
Lanka’s ruling le's Allia-
nee led by President Chandrika
Kumaratunga today emer
ag the single largest party in
the parliamentary electinns
held yesterday, bagging 109
seats’ in the 225 -member
House, state radio announced
here.

The Opposition United Na#o-
nal Party, led by Mr
Wickramasinghe, won A0 seats,
while the ulira Left Janatha
Vimukihi Perumbhna and oth-
ers won 10 and 16 seats respec-
tively. the radio said.

Earlier, the two rivals looked

headed for a show-down aq pal
hamentaly electmn result

majority to form a
Since seats ap

entire district is

he Tamil United Libevatt
Front and the Tamil Eelam
Liberation Organisation had
already done well in the north
and east while the Janata
Vimukihi Perammuna did well
in the sputh. The ruling PA, 1
was thought, would have to
depend on their support to
form a government.

wait till counting of

N
' ~While the TULF had bagged

seven seats, TELO bagged four
and the JVP was expeciled 1o
pag eight sezts. The UNP toe
was aware that it could not
afford vo ignore the support of
these parties if it meant to
form a government.

The National Unity Alliance
of Mr MHM Ashraff, former
inister, had got four seats in
eastd ara and the Felam
People’s Demd i
Mr Douglas Devanands
secured four seats in Jaffna 1ill
early in the evening.

Ohbservers were speculating
whether a possible combination
of the TULF, TELO and the
JVP with the UNP could match

Party of

the PA which already had the
support of the NUA and EPDP.
Counting of votes in Kandy
was then in progress. Both
UNP and PA leaders then said
they were trying (o woo the
smaller parties for their sup-
port to form a government.

The Marxisi-oriented JVP or
People’s Liberation Front was
heing discussed as distant but
sighificant third with a poten-
tial 1o be kingmaker’ in case of
a hune Parhiament.

a nardeore Sihala
Uvurnaya, whoze candidates
mcluded a notorious hijacker
and a naval rating who had tri-
ed Lo assassinate Rajiv Gandhi
were routed oul
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By Nirupama Subramamﬁ

| COLOMBO, OCT. 10. An estimated 79

per et of Sri Lanka's 12 million
voters turned out to elect the 1Tth
Parliament today as politictans
kept up the pre-poll acrimony

+ with ajlegations of fraud and vote-

rigging. In the Jaffna peninsula,

" about &0 per cent of the three lakh

voters in the district, turmed up,
which immediately brought forth
allegations from the TULF and
the PLOTE that the EPDP had
stuffed the ballot hoxes.

Polling was poor in Jaffna town,
where only 5,000 people out of an
estimated 30,000 registered voters
exercised their franchise.

Residents kept indoors as the

Carmy and the UTTE exchanged

shells on the puiskiris of the t1own
from 7 a.m. tll noon. They said
over telephone that severat shells
fell clase to the district’s main ad-

¢ ministrative office.

In the central Kandy district, a

© senior Minister accused a Cabinet

colleague of vote rigging, as both
sought to corner the maximum
number of preferential  voles
there. The Agriculture Minister,
Mr. D. M. Jayarame. in an oblique
criticism of the Deputy Delence
Minister, Mr. Anuruddha Rav-
waite, 1old reporters that he was
“concerned aboul the hi
gree of vole rigging”.

The leader of ke Sri Lanka
Muslim Congresf (SLMC)L  Mr.
Rauff takeerp! seeking election

from the same L‘llbt fc : 0 ned the
chorus of charges agalnst Mr. Rat-
wartte and thieatened (o keep out
af the People’s Allianke coalitiun,

Sirimavo dies after |
| casting vote #

| By Nirupama Subramanian

COLOMBO, OCT. 10. Ms. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike, the world's
| first elected woman Prime
_f Minister, died today shortly
{ after voting in Sri Lanka's
j parfiamentary election.
Ms. Bandaranalke, B4, died
i of heart attack around 19.30
am. when she was returning
} to the capital after casting her
vote at Attanagalle, 36 km
* away, where her son, Mr. An-
ura Bandaranaike, is a candi-
‘ date of the United National
‘ Party
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urnout in Sri Lanka

“This is the worst violence we
have seen. H they behave like this
before the election, how will they
behave it they win? We will have
pothing to do with them after the
election,” he said.

The President, Ms. Chandrika
Kumaratunga, appeared to ac-
knowledge that the elections in
the district inight not have been
complerely fair. In a statemem,
she said she would support the
Electlum C()I’Tlml%HiO;lt roin
“whatever action’ he took on the
“irregularities that are reported in
have taken place in some polling
stations in Kandy district” The
Centre for Monitoring Election
Violence, a private watchdog,
urged the Llections Commission-
erto scrap the polls in 11 electoral
divisions across seven districts.

The death of the former Prime
Minister, Ms. Sirlmavo Bandara-
naike, plunged her supporters in-
to glaont. Voter enthusiasm was,
bowever, not aflected. The UNP's
cammpaign  managers saed her
death would not ke iy ditfer-
ence to the nuwcome, predicred as
a down-io-the-wire finish  be-
tween the two main partes.

P11 reporis:

Police said that sis persons
were killed in sporadic violence in
different parts, including two in
Kandyv. where clashes took places
between rival supporters of PA-

-See also Page 14
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7 The first woman PM
SIRIMAVD BANDARANAIKE, who \&i tpbin Colombo on )
Tuwschy, had been pictured as the shy wife §f o politicnt leader
et she was persuaded to enter politics llowing her hus-
rand’s assgssination in 1959, But like other wirmen politicians
m post-coloniul Asia, she soon demonstrated her Teadership
gualitios and ereated a place ter herselt i contemporary South
Asian history, Though her political carcer spanned almost tour
decitdes, it was the Sixties that cin be described os the time
when she was ot her best, Having led the SriLanka Freedoim
Party to o big victary in 1960, she becme the first woman
Prime Minister in the world, As one of the leading lights of the
won aligned movement, she also played an important role in
reeional and third world forums, [Cwas as o regional leader that
shie played a mediatory role in trying to mend fences between
Indiic and China in the wake of thel962 conflict, \Af.'\, \G

But despite stich suceesses, her domestic halance sheet has |
not been an unmixed ane, Many of the policies she pursued
hive sinee been averturned. It might have been a tribute to her
diplomatic skills that she had the Sirimavo-Shastri agreement
put in plice. But much of the wdverse impact of that agreement
on the island’s Indian Tamii populuation has been undone fol-
owing the political struggle waged by these people. She fol-
owed un ecconomic policy of controls and import curbs which
resulted in much public bardship and led to her defeat in the
1477 clections, These policies have since been reversed.

It is an irony of history that someone who had set out to pur-
sue socialist policics should have had to face the radical wrath
of the Janatha Vimuokthi Peramuna. Thus, she came under
atiack from both the Leftand the Right, But for *Mrs B, as she
wus called. the unkindest cut was when President LR,
Javewardene deprived her of her civice rights in 1977, For almost
the whole of the past deeade, she was confined e a wheet charr
white holding nominal charge as Prime Minister sincel994,
Flowever, as someone who dismantled the last vestiges of a
colontal connectton by turning Sri Lanka info a rggblic in 1972,
e will have an assured place in its history. /ﬂj
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PK Balachandran ’H/\-; \)7 w

Colombo October 8

WELVE MILLION  Sri

I Lankans will choose 225

members of parliament on
Tuesday amid gloomy forecasts of
a hung Parlianient, post-election
horse trading and a possible clash
between a Prime Minister belong-
ing to the United National Party
(UNP) and an Executive President
belonging ta the Peoples” Alllance
(PA).

President Chandrika
Kumaratunga has already said that
it would be “very difficult” to work
with  UNP  leader  Ranil
Wickramasinghe.

Mr. Wickramasinghe has warned
that if Mrs Kumaratunga was to
flout the Constitution, she would
neet the fate of Yugoslavia's
Milasovic.

With & kung parfiament, govern-
ment formation is expected to be
very tricky with small parties like
the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP), Tamil Uniled Liberation
Front{TULF),Eelam Peaples’
Democratic Party {EPDP),Ceylon
Workers' Congress (CWC), the

LU

uslimn dominated National Unity

liance (NUA) and even the new
Snhata party, Sihala Urumaya,
atquiring bargaining power and
playing a critical role.

With over 1,000 incidents of elec-
tion related violence, including 100
kitlcd in LTTE bombings and 30
killed in inter-party fights, there is
an undercurrent of fear. People
are talking of curfews and are
hoarding food.

The government, too is not tak-
ing any chances and has deployed
35,000 troops in addition to the
police and paramilitary forces
throughout the island.

According to the pre-poll sur-
vevs,the voters are divided on key
issues and a sizeable section (18%
to 45% ) is undecided. The unde-
cided vote could tilt the balance
eitherway.

The latest survey by ORG-
MARG-SMART found that 37.5%
favoured the UNP and 36.5% pref-
ered PA, The UNP scored better
on economic issues, though on the
issues of human rights, finding a
solution to the ethnic question,
fighting the war against the LTTE
and media freedom, the PA scored

higher.

While the UNP hopes that the
people will go by economic issues
like cost of living, unemployment
and lack of investment opportuni-

ties, the PA draws comfort from a’
Colombo University survey which’

shows that people consider the @
ethnic issue the most important * ’

one, and think that the PA has a't"

better solution to it.

The PA is for a "tight to the fin-
ish" as far as the LTTE is con- ‘-

cerned, but it is touting a draft
devolution package to win over the
ordinary Tamil.

The UNP does not have a devo-
lution package, but is touting the

idea of an immediate de-escalation’

of the war,
While the PA's aggressive stend

w

appeals to the Sinbala south, the
‘Tamil North and East is dismayed *

by it

The anti-PA TULF may thus gain
in the North and East. So wili the
UNP among other Tamils and also
Muslims. The Muslims, being
traders, are expected to vote UNP
in most places, and the NUA in the
East because the NUA is essential
ly East-based. S

-
'

~JE HINDUSTAN TIME:
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Spectre of hung House looms*
as Lankans go to polls today
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,7 sm LANKA POLLS TRAL"T!\dN OF HIGH TURNOUT
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// ' Preferentlal votes hoid

COLOMBO, OCT. 9. Sti Lanka will vote on tuesday
to elect the DYt Parinment after @ month-
ong Clection canpaign which showed no dis-
cernible trend in favow of any political party

Orcer 12 million people aie ehigible s voe in
the clection, Witk o wadition of high voter
mrnowt ahout 7O per cent of the electorate are
kel to exercise their franehise, Poiling will be
hetween 7 and 1 pan avd resudis are ex-
pected o start conrng in by midnight,

in the vontest are 50077 candidates befong-
ing Lo 20 politica! pariies wnd 99 independent
grones. Vhe five districis of the Vanil dom-
fnared  narth-cast account tor aesrly 1,000
/umdlrlulm,

As oy as 2O AP the Z25-weat flotse
will be sefected withon contest bused on the
percenugie of votes natonally polied by each
purty, Vhese are the NSatona Tist MPs The
£orestwill be chosen through a sysiem of pro-
. sortional representation and preferential vot-
N ing from each of the 22 clecrorad disiricrs.

While the Prime Minister, Mo Ratnasin
o Wickrenmuasunake, s contesting from the west
coast district of Kabhotara, the Teader of the op-

: i i LH

Bailn{ boxes being brought under heavy security in Colombo
poasition United Nationad Par, Mro Ranil on Monday. — =0cln. brvaniha Walpo.s
Wivkremesinghe. is seeking elecdon frem Col- T o the LINP = star candidntes, e A
aniha. Bandaranaike. ostranged brother of dae Pross

Fhe Mindster tor Constitutional Miwvs, Mro dene and My. Rava Javasuriva, Toney Colone
Go L Pelris, nominated thvoueh the Natonal  bo Mavor, ave contesding feons Gompadie Voo oot e o eiivnent's invitadion,
List to the Tast !'2!E‘iicnlI)l.‘|]|.)% @ vontestant from disuict, making the parts forndebas i a e g abamges as rivals
Cofombe this time The S banka i dicional Si02 strovghoid. 5
Party strangman, Sy Malinda Bajan
voeal critie of Ya Chandeika K ?mlum',lf in 1
secking ve-clection from the sonthorm-most widy the PO belding as vsas s e seni

-

so bt Cenre For Maonatoring Hleciiom
v ciec o waiciedog, 151 in-
sopritars B rived, sl of

Ot ove of the olectiote, e D fe v e
et whied Bos mted candicdanes

oty ngninesT ene annther,

close coniest - dikel i ke

TR S |

district of Hanthaneta, wheee the UNE's Mreo Miisters, inchuciog the Depas Deornee M G e v celurtedow s o s
Sajith Premadasi, son of the e president, R ister, M Ananaddha Ratwvarte, ad Mool - Cion the Popde - AL e
Presivalisic has einerged as o powerful forees Amtnuganta, whe felt dhe UNE recoy, ‘,\‘.i cotcnbtnre Aaisies, Ay [0 AL |L,“.1 3
e ey i nwighburing o NS Kuimaiunea, \tm.j)ml i thiat o Labi-
v Py the et ((;{E st wvas planning woong the p.)i‘w.
Cevion Weorkers Both Slinierers are candidates in the mem-
(,f\'\.ilgu:\s nas iy B ke m(\ disirict Ao fovaradine fears b

sotbn e cnilengue, and

Ve it

prove 1o sult o
Torces b recReny it
alier the doath of dis

il g AR LN R U AU D O 1

Goes, lose s pasitioy as e beade

fotnder, sa ) GitihL

mootthy - Thonda- ot Tienrt of e probilenn s the elotiongde

i, e e “w «1!'W‘1'(a|$'1|1i1:!1.;' ;1,-;3‘.\\\'1;1;1"'.6/
! sod prelereniad vondng ety of dhe 22 elees
i :-;!‘:i disirnees, vaters nrasy chouse i, fos o
‘ et Bt abeo indionie thels prcforon e o

Searlv it S s e gy vt ooy s e e ha

Chievryeon il e O
Poplov Lo Photin s each parts naesis on
b oposied RISTER BN e thwee e vanes than she nomiber ot
boaane v, st Tron the aisteict Randy can send o
: Puosiches e voorhers ol Pahamenr o geCh pait noneis
: et Aot by andidanes, -



thandrlka rules out talks with LTTE

PK Balachanddran
Colombo September 30

RI LANKAN Presidemt Chanc}f\
SKumaratunga has said that her govern
) ment will not attempt to have any further

peace talks with the LTTE. Addressing leading
members of the Muslim community and profes-
sionals here on Friday, Kumaratunga said: “We
are not trying (to talk) any more. We are fight-
© ing their terrorism to the e¢nd.”

The President’s declaration fits in well with
Prime Minister Ratnasinn Wickramanayake's
announcement that the Army will take
Elephant Pass by October 10, the date of
polling in the Sri Lankan parliamentary elec-

" tions,

As the Army moved in to take Chavakacheri
and then went on to take Sarasalai (West) to

SN LTTE funds supply drop

IN A meeting with university teachers on
Friday, President Chandrika Kumaratunga
said that since she placed in Parliament a new
Constitution to devolve power to the minori-

Tamils had dropped by 53 per cent. Quoting
her, the state owned Dailv News said that each
one of the 700,000 expatriate Tamils had been
giving $6 a day on an average to the LTTE.
These collections plus the income from
human, drug and other kinds of trafficking
had amounted to SL. Rs 20 billion a vear, she
said. HTC, Colombo

keep the supply route from the airfield in Palaly
safe from the LTTE, the Tigers launched their

ty Tamils, funding of the LTTE by expatriate |-

“Operation Unceasing Waves IV” in the south
to push the Army further away from Elephant
Fass.

The LTTE now claims that Kilali, strategically
situated oo the Jaffna lagoon on the
Thenmarachchi side, and vital for the defence
of Elephant Pass, has been captured.

The Army, however, is silent on this, only
claiming that it has blunted the LTTE offensive
further north on the Eluthumadduval-
Nagarkoil axis straddling Thenmarachchi and
Vadamarachchi.

Meanwhile, following the LTTE's appeal.
about 6,000 people from Thenmarachchi tried
10 move to safer places in Vadamarachchi. But
the Army stopped them. However, upon an
appeal by the UNP candidate Maheswaran
Jatfna commander Gen Anton Wijendra had
agreed to allow the movement on Saturday.
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Hung Parliament likely in Sri Lanka

G \ By Nirupama Subramanian P Q \ ‘Ij]runmn have criuerged as strong contenders

COLO BO, OCT. 8 Sii Lanka appcars to be gear-
ing far a period of political uncer@ainty mune-
diately after Tuesday's general elections with
pundi¥s and opinien polls alike predicting a
neck-and-neck finish with neither of the two
main parties getting a clear majority,

At a pre-clection press conlerence oday,
the leader of the United Mationai Party, Mo,
Ranil Wickremesinghe, said he was confident
his party would obtain more than 114 seats in
the next Parliament and form the next Gov-
crnment. “On Gctoher 1, you will ltave o new
government and it will be a UNP govern-
ment.

The President, Ms. Chandrika Kumaratun-
ga, also expressed confidence last week that
her People’s Alliance would win a clear major-
iy,

An opinion pall conducted by QRG-SMART
and published in today's Sunday Times put
the opposition UNP ahead of the PA by just
one per cent. The PA was abead onissues such
as the war against the LETE, human righrs and
msedia freedom, while the UNPHed on issues of
£Conomy.

Large floating vote

Campaign managers in both camps are
hoping for a lust minute surge from the large
mumber of tloating voters ta give them the de-
cisive cdge. But smaller parties such as the
fanatha Vimukthi Peramuna_and the Sihala

for the undecided vote, which aceording o the
opinion poll may be as large as 18 per cent,

In this scenario, neither the PA nor the UNP
is expected 1o make 1 past the hallway mark in
the 225-seat House. Last tine, 1the PA got 103
seats with 48.9 per cent of the vote while the
NP had 94 seats with 44,06 per cent of the
vote share. The latter formed the Governiment
by cobbling together the remaining numbers
with smaller parfics,

This thne, the close finish will mean thart
both sides could lay claim 1o forming the next
govermment. Or, as Mro Dayan Javatilleke, a
writer on political affairs. pi i, cach side
might indulge in a game of “stritegie denjal™
to prevent the pther laiming the governnient.

But according to Mr. Jayatilieke, in a scena-
rio where neither side wins a clear majority,
the PA mighustill have an edge. The pull of the
execulive presidency would ensure that the
smaller parties aligned themselves with the
PA. The crucial vole could well be plaved by
the Folam Peaple’s Democratic Party (EPDHY.

The resultant coalition is expected o be
shaky. “The UNP will alwavs be fielding in a
position uncemfortably close 10 the batsman.
and just beyond them will be the (VP and he
SU said Mr. Javatilleke.

Plea for national govt.

[or some others, the sharp polavisation be-
tween the two main groupings has created the
belief that only a national government, in
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W huh the ]t_’dd(‘Ih uf these parties put behind
their differences and work together, can re-
solve the countmy's problems. Thal vearning
has grown with the prospect of a hung Parlia-
ment and was reflected in a comment in to-
dav's Sundey Iskand. which said: " our
leaders st be big encugh to seize the oppor-
tunity of atruby nationad government i vorers
signal no clear preference between Tweedle-
duny and Tweedledee, !

The traditionad hostility between the twuo
groupings tut makes a natinnal government
only aremote possibiline has also raised fears
of o constitetiogns] deadlock in the alternate
seenario of the NP fornming the next govern-
mueng.

Speaking o reporters last week, Ms. Kum-
aratunga <aid that as President, she held all
the powers, and i was upto her to create a
deadlock. She sad shewauld find it very dif-
Neult” to work with an opposition govern-
mient. The PA hopes this by itself may be
cncugh o swing the batunce in its favour,

In interviews published wday in the local
media. My Kunuaratunga asked the people ta
give her a govertniment with which she conld
work. “The people have given me o mandate
tex govern this country for seven more years...
I order £ carsy ciy the programmes that we
have started effecively, efficiently and honest-
o woule need g governiment with which 1
canwork. At the moment the only government
I can wark with is a PA governmert/
she said.




«+'Chandrika seeks fandate

“\for war as campaigning ends

By Nirupama Subramanian

COLOMBO, OCT. 7. Campaigning in
the bloody run-up fo the October
10 parliamentary elections in Sri
Lanka ended today after public
meetings by all the major contest-
ing parties. The final rallies of the
big three in this election — the
ruling People’s Alliance (PA), the
npposition United National Party
(UNPY and the Janatha Vimulkthi
Peramuna (JVI) — continued late
into the evening.

While the JVP, acknowledged
“third force”, hopes to tap inw
voter disillusionment with the
w0 main parties, the main plank
of the UNP throughout the cam-
paign has been the increase in the
vost of tiving under the PA Gov-
ernment.

For its part, the PA, in the last
few days, went on an afl-out of-
fensive against the UNP, accusing
its leader, Mr, Ranil Wickrems-
inghe, of having entered into a

. Umemorandum  of understand-

" ing” with the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE).
The President, Ms. Chandrika
| Kumaratunga, said al & news con-
terence on Friday that though the

i contest was between the PA, UNP

and TVP, the LTTE had emerged
as the "insidious fourth foree” in

. the election.

“There is another torce that is

participating in this campaign in
a bizarre way and that is the
LTTL," she toid reporters. Ms.
Kumaratunga hinted at the al-
leged link between the UNP and
the L1TE by emphasising that the
separatist group had singled out
her party and its candidates for
attacks in the rum- up w the eicc-
tion.

Ms. RKumaralunga. whose PA
rade 1o power in the 1994 general
elections on a peace plank, is
hoping that voters wili hand her
coalition a second term to wage
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war against the LTTE. “"We now
believe there is no alternative that
the LTTE Teaves for the Govern-
ment but thai of concluding the
war successiully,” she said,

Mr. Wickremsinghe, has dis-
missed asseriinons by PA members
that he had a “secret” agreement
with the 1TTE as election gim-
micks o put off Sinhala voters

from supporting him.  “This
force is not invelved in what we
know as elections, which is the
very essence of democracy. 1t is
abviously engaged in trving o
sabotage the demaocratic prac-
ess.”” she said.

In Jaffna. Government troups

thwarted yet another attempt by

the LUTE to break through de-
fence lines in Nagarkovil, accord-
ing to a Governmen: statement.

Campaiguing in the peninsula,
which picked up in the last few
days. is reported to have quic-
tened down after a grenade altack
on Thursday on a van carrving
sipporters of the Belam People’s
Oemocratic Party wr Kokkuvil,
Three civihans were wounded in
another grenade attack on a mil-
itary ambuiance in fatfna town on
the same day.

LTTE ‘feigning’ interest, TULF may
dominate Tamil parties: Pag7.1

'
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“_ERI LANKA POLLS / ‘ENTHUSIASTIC RESPONSE’ TO NEW LEADER

By Nirupamja Subramanian

KALMUNAI (AMPARA}, T. 2. White flags and
streamers, traditional 81i Lankan symbiol of
mourning, flutter fremyshoeps and houses. As
this town grieves the untimely death last
month of one of its favourite sons, MH.M.
Ashrafl, the sense of loss is palpable.

Ashrall was the founder of the Sri Lanka
Mushim Congress (SLMC which gave voice to
this sizeable but insccure eastern Muslim
poputation which fears Tamil domination.

Despite his recent efforts 1o give the party a
national and secular look, calling it the Na-
tongl Unity Alliance (NUAD and co-opting
politiciing aovoss religious boundaries, east-
erry AMuslimes still form the party's core.

Placed at the crassroads following Ashraff's
death. the future of the SEMC, will be decided
in the coming elections by its performance in
this region, under a new leadership which, for
G iest toe inits shor existence, does not
Belong here,

The party has nominated Mrs, Ferial Ash-
raft, a political novice, (¢ contest in place of
her husband. She has also been appointed
joint feader of the SLMC with Mr. Rauf Ha-
keem, arteudaie voung lawyer and Deputy
Chairman of Commitices in the last Parlia-
ment whoe toiled in Ashratt’s shadow. Both of
them are from kandy district in central Sri
Lanka.

i their succession o the leadership faced
auposttion rom aspirants in the cast, Mr. Ha-
ke s st visit to the area after Ashratl’s was
definitely encouraging. Men hugged  him,
women kissed i and there were farge turn-
outs al even inpromptu wavside meetings. 7l
e boeen absolutely unprepared for this re-
ception. What we are seeing hore is evidence
that there is absolutely no dispute as far as my
leadership s concerned.” said u visibly moved
Mr. Hakeem as he disembacked from his bul-
fet-prool Mercedes o press the flesh outside a
mosgue i Ashiratf's hometown Samanthurai.

MVrer the initial parabysis following Ashraff's
deatls, Moo Hakeemn's visit has sel the NUA
campaign in the district volling again. Bul Mrs.
wshraf, restricted by Istam’s four-maonth
maourning period for widows, has not visited
the region. Even her face does not appear on
clection pusters. Very few here know what she
louks ke as she was not a regular visitor here
even when her husband was alive. But NUA
supporters seid that would be no obstacle to
Rorvictory, Itis pot olear vet whether her jeint
feadership has been aceepted, but at least in
thiee elections, she is vxpecied to romp home
oi sympathy alone.

“laervbedy is very shocked by the sudden
deadh of our leader. Bat ichas united us even
more than before,” said Mr. Shah-ul-Tlamid,
an orgatdser for the party hoere,

to the Ampara electoral district, which has
siy seats i Patliament, the NUA s contesting

as a partner of Mrs. Chandrika Kumaracunga's
People’s Alliance(1’A).

Besides the 48-vear-old widow, therc are
twoe NUA candidares on the PA Jist. In 1994,
the SLM{, contesting separately, had two
seats, while the PA got one from the Sinhala
areas of the district. Under the system of pro-
partional representation, this dme, the NUA
hopes to benetit from the PA’s vote base in
Ampara district

There are over 1.3 lakh Sinhala vorers, be-
sides 1.47 Muslims in the district. For its part,
the United National Party (UNP), which had a
strong position among the Muslims in the dis-
trict before the SLMC came on the scene in
1969, sees a chance to regain lost ground in
Ashraff's absence. Bul the ¢lection in the dis-
trict could twrne on how 60,000 Tamils there
vote.

A parly, the Tamil Mahasabhai, made up of
members of two of the former Tamil militant
groups - the EPDP and TELO - is also coniest-
ing in the district. In the last clections, the
TULF polied 40 per cent of the Tamil votes,
bt this time, its nominations were rejected
for sechnical errors.

The UNP believes that these votes could be
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+SLMC at the crossroads

cast i1 ies tavour, The posidon is
it o fuvour, especially atter the d
raff, and with the rejection of the”
nations.” said Mr, MM Mohamin
a UNP candidate.

Wwith the election proving 2 ¢
between the PA and the UNP [sla
NUAS pertonmance in this distric
cial 1F it is 1o play amy meaningl
tional politics. Last time, it hetpe
the Government, and benelitted

This e, Mr. Hakeem said th
lhave to review s relationship v
ter the slection. Thoogh the fwo
under cne banner, Mo Hakeemn
that Mrs hwmaratunga did not
him the Cabinet portfolio held

But first, Mr. Hakeem has to
where the NUA s contesting in
first-time contestant. he s up a
Hined might of the PA and the

No ane can vet predict whett
will play any lasting role in the
party, b if Mr. Hakeem foses
w be a guestion pgark over b
the party as as the futur
SEMC,
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SOr
differences
withally

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

COLOMBQ. Aug. 31. — The
S Lankan ruling party led by
the President, Mrs Chandrika
Kumaralunga, taday linally
ironed out differences with its
key ally, the Sri Lanka Muslim
Congress. reaching an under-
standing to jointly contest
polis.

Difterences between Mrs
Kumaratunga's Srit Lanka
Freedom Party and the SLMC,
led by Mr MHM Ashrafi, over
sharing of seats has been sort-
ed out after a proionged meet-
ing between Mrg Kumaratunga
and Mr Ashraff last night that
continued till today, the SLFP
wgeneral secretary and minister
for eports, Mr SB Dissanayake,
said.

In view of the new agreement
between the two leaders, Mr
Ashralfl agreed to withdraw his
resignatich as minister for port
development. Consequently,
twa other junicr SLMC minis-
ters, the depuly minister for
media, posts and telecommuni-
cations, Mr MLAM Hisbullah,
and the deputy minister of
soeial services, Mr MLM
Mohideen, have also decided ta
withdraw resignations, SLMC
sources said.

Their resignations, forwarded
last week following differences

undrlku

lout.

between the two parties, were
not accepted by  Mrs
Kumaratunga.

Under the new arrangement,
the SLMC would contest alene
in four districts — Colombeo,
Southern Kandy, Northern
Jaffna and Vanni — under its
new banner, the National
Unity Alliance, and fight in
other places, including its
stronghold in castern Amparai
district, with People's Alliance.

SLMC, believed to he wield-
ing significant indluence among
Muslims, held seven seats in
the outgoing Parliament.

The firming up of the alliance
would prevent the division of
votes in several districts in
favour of the oppesition United
Natienal Party. contesting on
its own in all Parliament seats.

Of the total 225 seats, elec-
tion for 196 would be held on
a complicated proportional
representation system, while
the rest 29 would be allocated
to parties polling high aver-
ages.

The PA also got a boost yes-
terday with Supreme Court
temporarily recognising the
faction led by its ally, Mr
Armugam Thondaman, as gen-
eral secretary, Ceylon Workers
Congress, o contest the 10
Oclober general elections on its |
popular “roaster” symbol.
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ﬂ/ﬁ soldiers die as Army
- launches offenswe in Jaffna

4 By Nirupama Subramanian H 1)

COLOMBOL SEPT. 3. At least 26 soldicrs were killed and
hundreds wounded when the Sri lLankan Army
laundhed a fresh offensive against the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (L'TTE) in Jalina peninsula carly
Loday.

"“The operation was launched this moming and is
continuing,” said the military spokesman, Brigadier
Sarath Karunaratne.

He said some 200 soldiers were wounded in the
operation. Eyewitness reports from Jaffna said army
casualties were being transported in trucks to Palaly
dir-base, from where they were being evacuated 1o
hospitals in southern Sri Lanka. Late in the evening,
residents speaking on the phone said they could
hear the sounds of artillery.

This is the Army’s first major offensive since the
battles earlier this year in which it lost to the LTTE
the strategic Elephant Pass garrison on the isthmus
connecting the peninsula to the Sri Lankan main-
land, as well as territory in southern Jaffna pernin-
sula.

Heavy artiflery and recently-acquired bombers of
the Sii Lanka Air Force were backing ground troops
in the operation, Brig. Karunaratne said. The oper-

ation was launched south m Pullur, on the road to
Chavakachcheri, in an area near Madduvil.

The state radio Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corpora-
tien announced that the military had recapiured
Puttur and Chavakachcheri towns from the DUTE,
but army officials here were not able Lo condirm this.

The operation assumes significance in the light of
the coming general elections. Tt is widelv perceived
that the LI'TE may attempt a military push in Jaffna
peninsula hefore the elections

A military victory for the LTTE at this time could
politically damage the Government, and rhe present
offcnsive may be a pre-emptive step by the Army,
which would kecp the LTTE occupied and thereby
prevent it from planning anv fresh thrus: that could
embarrass the ruling People’s Alliance.

In recent weeks, the Army has also becn eriticised
for not being able to launch any majer offensives in
the peninsula even alter acquiring heavy weapons at
great cost 1o the country.

Responding to the criticisin, the commander, Ma-
jor- General Lionel Balagalle, told a press conference
after taking charge tast month that the Army was still
short of manpower, and that there was no use recap-
turing territory if it could not be held.

o mTeEo
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jiolent start

/ By Nirupama Subramanian

: LoMBO, SEPT. 5. With the filing of nominati
i gﬁer, the campaign tor Sri Lanka’s October 10 gen
1 election took off today, but was marred by vi

ence even before it began.,

A supporter of the United National Party (UNP)
was killed and five were wounded in a clash with
supporters of a rival group in Amparai en Monday.
In protest, shops and establishments in Akkaraipat-
w1, where the killing occurred, remained closed.

Al a press conference today, Mr. Anura Bandara-
naike, estranged brother of the President, Ms. Chan-
drika  Kwmaratunga, held the Government
responsible for the killing, “She must immediately
disarm all those who have been issued with weapons
by the Government to attack opposition support-
ers.

The Centre for Mouitoring Election Violence, a
private agency, said it had received 32 complaings of
poli-related violence since the dissolution of Parlia-
ment on August 18, “This does net portend well for
the 40 days of campaigning ahead,”” it said in a state-
ment.

in an incident which was an eye-opener on the
intra- party rivalries that the system of preferential
voting can engender, the Tourism Minister, Mr. H,
3. Semasinghe, was attacked by supparters of a rival
candidate from his own party in the north-central
town of Anuradhapura.

The Minister had to be hospitalised. His body~
guards also suffered injuries.

Sri Lanka has a mixed system of proportional rep-
resentation and preferential voting, in which the
electorate must choose three candidates from the
same party in order of prefercnce.

In all, 29 parties and 99 independent groups filed
nominations o¢n the last date vesterday, A record
number of 5048 candidates are contesting for the
225-seat Parliament compared ta 1,449 candidates
who were in the fray in the 1994 general elections.
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to campaign

The fighting in Jaffna over the last two days and
the consequent displacement of people have put a
hold on campaigaing in the peninsula for the mo-
ment.

Jail term for weekly editor

The editor of a weekly newspaper was today sen-
tenced to two years simple imprisonment for carry-
ing an defamatory article about the Presideni, Ms.
Chandrika Kumaratunga, in September 1995.

The High Court passed the sentence on Mr. [a-
santha Wickremetunge, editor of the ant-Kumara-
tunga Sunday Leader, but suspended it for five vears.

“1t was an expected verdict. When the complai-
nant is the President, it is unlikely that the defendant
will ger a favourable verdicy,” Mr. Wickremounge
safd.

The court held that certain references to Ms. Kum-
aratunga suggested that she was corrupt, and the
article was therefore defamatary.

“We are planning to contest the verdict,” said Mr.
Wickremetunge, Two stages of appeal are now open
to him, one in the appeals court, and if that fails, in
the Supreme Court,

Farlier this vear, the editor of the weekly Sunday

Times was also awarded a suspended semtenve for
carrying a gossip item about Ms. Kumaratungs's
personal life. The sentence is in appeal.

Ms. Kumaratunga promised more freedom of the
press when she led the People's Alliance campaign
in 1994, But her honeymoon with journalists of the
so-called free media {to distinguish them from the
Government-run newspapers) lasted barely a year
after her election.

The Government filed a raft of cases against pri-
vately-owned newspapers including the Leader and
The Times. Two cases, one against the editor of the
Isleenel and the other against the editor of a Sinhalese
language newspaper, are still 10 be decided.

Eatlier this year, the Sunday Leader was shut
down by the Government for vivlatian of censorship
on war news in the wake of the LI'TE military opet-
ation in laffna. The Leader contested the ban in
court and on a technical ground, won the right to
publish.




/ GOVT LTTE BEGIN COUNTING THE DEAD

Flghtmg st0ps, stalemate

By Nirupama $ubramanian

COLOMEO, SEPT. 5. Alter the blood-
letting in the Jaflna peninsula
over (wo days in which over 300
combatants were killed and more
than 1,000 wounded, the Govern-
ment and the Tiberation Tigers of
ramil Eelam loday got down (o
the business of counting the dead
and exchanging bodies through
the International Committee ol
the Red Cross. The fighting
ceased today.

The [TTL claimed over the
clandestine radio, Voice of Tigers,
that it bad repulsed the army ad-
vance, killing over 100 soldiers. It
said it was in possession of 50
bodies of saldiers and that its re-
sistance Lo the government offen-
sive had left over 600 troops
wounded. The radio, monitored

in Vavuniya, gave out names of 20
LTTE cadres killed in the fighting,
but did not specify the total num-
her of casuafties.

Govt. recaptures territory

The Government claimed that
over 200 LTTE cadres were killed
and over 300 wounded. The mil-
itary put its own losses at 130
dead and more than 700 injured.
It also claimed to have recaptured
some Llerritory in the offensive
that it launched on Sunday and
which provoked a lierce counter-
attack from the LTTE on Monday.

“We are in occupation of Cal-
ombuthurai on the oulskirts of
jaffna town. We have got where
we wanred to be and we will be
releasing a video-tape soon 1o
show where we are,” said a senior
military official. A government re-
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icase said its troops were in the
process of “constructing defences
and are consolidating in the new-
ly captured areas’.

It said the Army and the JCRC
were working out the modalities
of handing aver the bodies of 37
LITE fighters recavered by troops
from the battteficld on Monday.
The heavy casualties on both
sides, the nature of the injurics
end the multifated condiltion of
most of the bodies recovered
from the battlefield were evidence
of the devastation that the (wo
sides can now inflict on each oth-
er with their heavy weapons,

The Army made extensive use
of its newly acquired firepower.
especially the Multi-Barrel ocket
Launchers [MBRIs). The LITE,
for the Tirst lime, admitted facing
“superior” firepowcer {rom the

L
W \,‘;T L

persists in Jaffna

ground and air, but seems to have

put up a fierce resistance with its |

own beavy artillery. The rebels are
known to be equipped with at
least one MBRI.

Some residents of Jaffna town,

speaking over the telephone, said ‘
they had never before heard such |
ear-sharttering sounds in the last :
several vears of living through the !

war as they did vesterday and the
day before.

Changes in Army

Considering the number of ca-

- o [
sualties suffered by the military
and its inability to overpower the |

LTTE despite its enhanced fire-
power, and the fact that the offen-
sive ended withour breaking the
slalemate in the peninsula, was
an indication that this was by no
means a successiul offensive. The
operation, which resulted in a vir-
tual bloodbath, is likely to reopen
the debate on the recent contro-
versial changes in the Army’s tap
cchelons,

Maj. Gen. Janaka Perera, who
was sent as commander of the

jaffna peninsula at the height of

the LTTE assault, was credited
with halting the advance, but was
pulled out last month and ap-
pointed Chief of the Army Staff. I
is the number 2 slot, but it is an
adninistrative job, and Gen. Per-
era has gone public with his dis-
pleasure,

The failed offensive may alse
provide ammunition to hardline
Sinhala forves that disputed the
appointment of Gen. Balagalle as
the Army commander after his
due date of retirement, over the
claims of others.
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THE LATEST UPSURGE in the endemic fighting
between the Sri Lankan military forces and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTEj has bro-
ken a significant recent spell of low-intensity
confrontation in a war known for its ferocity. The
toll and other casualties on both sides in the new
wave of hostilities, reported to have ceased for
the moment at least, serve as yet another grim
reminder about the intractable proportions that
the war itself has acquired in recent years. During
this peried, both sides have also frequently dem-
onstrated their ability to pull themseives from the
brink on the battefieid {insofar as it is identi-
fiable as such), although the two are not always
evenly balanced in this regard. It bears repctition
in this context that the failure of the two sides to
force a decisive outcome on the ground has se far
been matched by the absence of a creative politi-
cal formula which they could bring themselves to
regard as a win-win deal. It is against this back-
ground that the timing of the latest flareup, out-
wardiy the result of a considered initiative by Ms.
Chandrika Kumaratunga's administration, can
be regarded an important part of her overali po-
litical calculations.

Several unanswered posers characterise the
sustained stalemate on the conspicuous war
front, which can be distinguished in the Sri Lank-
an context from the LTTE's own chosen theaue
of terrorism across the istand. While the LTTE's
agenda of terrorist deeds is not combat-action of
the traditional mjlitary kind, it is in a larger sense
related directly to the organisation's political
aims in its war on the Sri Lankan state. This hair-
line distinction is necessary, because official Col-
embo, despite being accused of state-terrorism
against the minority Tamil community at differ-
ent times, cannot legitimately plan to march or
outdo the LTTE in counter-terrorism of the non-
combat type. It is a sovereign right of the Sri
Lankan Government, though, to seek and secure
a ‘?ﬂlitary supremacy over the LTTE. A relevant
question, ther)éfore. is whether the primary focus
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O\A TACTICAL OFFENSIVE?

of Colombo’s latest offensive against the LTTE is
a test of the extent of ‘supericrity’ that the former
may have acquired over the latter in recent
months. The specific context is the new political-
military mood in Colombo following its acquisi-
tion of some sophisticated arsenal. The addition-
al military hardware is known to have been
ordered as a direct sequel 1o a severe scare that
Colombo suffered in the war zone itself a few
months ago at the height of the sweeping gains
which the LTTE made. Now, this organisation is
known for its resourcefulness in military tactics
despite its parallel image as a disgracefully fas-
cist, or more precisely Pol Potist, outfit. The cur-
1ent reports, based on the LTTE s media-feed, are
that it has acknowledged the superior fire-power
which Colombe displayed on this occasion.
Should there be no tactical disinformation by the
LTTE on this score, the question about Colom-
bo's own tactics of putting its new military fire-
power 10 a test will bold good.

However, and this aspect is equally impor-
tant, Colombo’s political version is that its latest
operation against the LTTE is aimed at enhanc-
ing the level of security in Jaffna town. Towards
this end, it 15 said, Colombuthurai on the out-
skirts of Jaffna has now been recaptured and ‘oc¢-
cupied’ by the security forces. The phraseology
about the State’s forces occupying an integral
part of iis own sovereign territory is guite un-
fortunate. But Ms. Kumaratunga's transparent
objective in seeking to augment the level of gen-
eral security in Jaffna at this time is to enable the
constitutional authorities to assure the Tamils
across the country that they will be protected if
they participate in the parliamentary election
scheduled for October 10. 1t is another debate,
though, whether the panic that gripped the in-
habitants of Jaffna during this latest military of-
fensive i1s worth the price for both Colombo and
the Tamils or whether it could actually be cotn-
ter-productive,
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Emergency dec

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
COLOMBO. SEPT7  qafy

SRI Lankan President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga has declarcd a
nation-wide state of emergency
giving greater powers 1o security
forces and the police ahead of Par-
lamentary polls, officials said
Thursday.

She has issued a proc]
extending the state of emergen
by a further month requiring th
reconvening of the national Parlja-
. ment which was dissolved on Au-
gust 18, officials said. They said the
Constitution allows Kumaratunga
toreconvene a dissolved Assembly
for the specific purpose of having
emergency laws approved for a
further period. '

The President can impose
emergency laws only for 10 days
and thereafter must get Parlia-
mentary approval to keep the Dra-
conian laws going for one month.
However, since Parliament was
dissolved on August 18, she must
issuc a proclamation summoning
the same Parliament which can
funetion until the Parliamentary

e

Sri Lankan soldiers carrying out search opérations in Jaffna just before

lared in Sri Lanka

campaigning started for the October 10 general election — Rewters

elections are concluded on Octo-
ber 14.

The emergency whichwas frst
imposed on May 18, 1983 gives
wide powers to security forces and
the police to arrest and detain sus-
pects. The laws had been relaxed
for brief periods and limited to cer-
tain arcas of the country from
time-to-time.

‘The emergency is primarily
aimed at dealing with the sepa-

ratist Tamil Tiger rebels in the is-
land’s northeast but political par-
ties have accused the government
of using the laws to stiflc oppo-
nents,

Meanwhile, in a scathing attack
on journalists, Kumaratunga said
the country needed reporters who
could stand up to their bosses,
while defending the prosecution of
journalists under defamation laws,
the state-run Daily News reported

INDIAN EXPRESt

Thursday. The newspaper quoted
Kumaratunga as telling a group of
journalists at her Temple Treesres-
idence on Wednesday that she he-
lieved democracy could not be
achieved without media freedom,
“What we lack very much in this
country today are media persons
with a backbone who can stand up
towhat is right and wrong and not
heed every order of their bosses
whether they be in the state media
orinthe private media.” she said.

She was quoted as saying Sri
Lanka should take an example
from India where she claimed me-
dia morality was high.

1 is high time that we t
lesson from the high standardsof
media morality in our neighbour-
ing India.”

Kumbaratunga also defended
prosecution of journalists under
criminal defamation laws which
have seen two newspaper editors

“handed suspended jail terms. “I

can say that petitioning the courts
was the only right I had and the
only right 1 exercised as any
woman in the country,” Ky-

marafunga said. o




~“Bid to extend emergency

i Chandrlka
%l\ecalls House

Colombo, Sept. 7 (Reuters): Ina
surprise move, Sri Lanka’s Presi-
dent has recalled the country’s
dissolved parliament in order to
approve a national state of emmer-
gency, officials said teday.

They added that the parlia-
ment will then remain in session
until the Qctober 10 general elec-
tions, *The parliament will recon-

‘vene on September 14 to approve
the emergency and continue in
session until the elections,” Priya-
nee Wijesekera, deputy secretary
general of parliament, told
Reuters by phone.

The emergency regulations,
which have been in force almost
continually since 1983, give police
and the military wide powers of
arrest and detention and are
mainly used againsi the Tamil
Tiger rebels who are fighting for a
separate state for minority
Tamils.

President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga extended the emer-
gency by proclamation on Mon-
day, but the move would have to
he approved by parliament within
amonth.

Wijesekera said the house
would not function after approv-
ing the emergency but that law-
makers would continue to receive
their salaries and other facilities,
including vehicles, until the potl,

Kumaratunga dissolved par-
ilament on August 18 after failing
to secure a two thirds majority te
pass a new constitution designed
to end the country’s proiracted
ethnic war.

Sri Lankan troops and Tamil
Tiger rebels exchanged mortar
and artillery fire on the northern
Jaffna peninsula today as the air-
force attacked guerrilla positions
for a second straight day.

“These exchanges in Jaffna
are continuing and will continue
atleast until we have consolidated
our positions,” a senior military
official told Reuters.

He said troops were securing
territory captured in a brief offen-
sive earlier this week which
sparked the fiercest fighting on
the peninsula since a LTTE offen-
sive to re-capture the area ap-
peared to run out of steam three
months ago.

A government statement said
today its aircraft had attacked
rebel positions in the peninsula’s
Sarasalai area yesterday a day
after air force officials said heli-
copters had strafed a guerrillasea .
base in the northwestern Mannar |
district. It added that the navy had
apened fire on a flotilla of boats be-
longing to the LTTE off the Man-
nar coast on the same day as the
airforce attack.

The statement said LTTE had
fired mortars vesterday at de-
fences near the key town of
Chavakachcheri and other areas
in the peninsula. “Three soldiers
were injured due to terrorist mor-
tar fire during the dav,” the state-
ment said. There has been no
major confrontation on the
ground since Monday when the
LTTE launched two abortive
counter attacks.
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AD MS. CHANDRIKA
KUMARATUNGA
acled on her political
instinct way back in
December 1999, Sri Lanka
would have seen a
parliamentary election within
weeks ol her victory in the
presidential election, and the
People’s Alliance (PA) would
probably have been re-elected
with a comfortable majority in
Parliament.
1f a week is a long time in
politics, 10 months are an
eternity. In this peried, the
Kurmaratunga Government was
hit by an escalation of the war
against the Tamil Tigers and
political turmoil boiled over as
a consequence of its mave (o
introctuce a4 new Constitudon.
With the renewed fighting
pushing up the cost of living,
the government's popularity
when Parliament was dissolved
last month, was. arguably at its
lowest since it came to power
in 1994.

S0 much se, political analysts
believed that Ms, Kumaratunga
might extend the life of
Parliament through a
referendum, rather than hold an
election at this stage.

. But proving the doomsavers
wrong, the President wenl by
the baok. Parliament was duly
dissolved close to the end of its
six-year 1erm and general
elecrions are to be held on
October 10, I all, 29 political

nother battle a

# AL A

Ms. Kum atunga has called the
parliamentary elections in time, in the face of

low popularity o

ter PA Government, protests

against the Constitution Bill and the war wilh
the LTTE. NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN surveys
the Sri Lankan poll scene.

partics and 94 independent
groups have filed papers. A
record numbrer of 5,048
candidates are in the fray for
the 225-seat Parliament
compared to 1,449 candidates
whno contested the 1994 general
clections. The four parties
which have filed nominations in
all disteicts are the PA, the
United National Party (UNDP),
the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(WP} and the recently-formed
Sinhala hardiine party, Sihala
Urumava.

Thouglh the PA has not
released a manifesto or kicked
ol its campaign officially, it is
evident from ¢lectioneering that
at least as far as Ms.
Kumaralunga is concerned, the
alliance’s broad plank is peace,
sanie as it was in 1994,

While this lays the
government open (o the charge
that it faiied o deliver on a
promisc made at the last
elections, Ms. Kumaratunga has
at party conventions held the
UNP responsible for the failure,
accusing it of saboraging her

Bl LR
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efforts at {inding a political
selution to the conflict.

Though the President has
made it clear that her resolve to
change the Constinwion to
hring it more in tune with the
aspirations of the minoriry
communites remains s sirong
as before, ather PA politicians
are nerveus of going to town,
uncertaju of the impact that the
protests against the new
Constitution Bill, spearheaded
by Buddhist monks and Sinhala
hardliners, have had on voters.

Indeed, the new Prime
Minister, Mr. Ratpasiri
wickramanavake, has (]{‘{Llltd
that the Constitution would not
he changed without first
consulting the Buddhist
dMahasangha on “every para
and every line”. it secims likelv
that PA politicians will take
recourse to lacal loyalties and
alliances in order to bring off
the votes.

The UNP has meanwhile
zeroed in on the increase in
prices as an issue that will
strike a chord with the voters.

gainst ‘odds

Its manifeste, relensed last
week, Is a litany on the high
cost ol living under the
rumaratang: Govermment and
contains the promise ol a B,
2,000 payv hike to ali
government emplovees.

On the ethnge contlict, the
party has pledged not to change
the Constinnion until o nation-
wide consenstrs s built on a
=elution. buat has accepted that
such o solution would have o
he based on the devolution of
power. The manitesto says the
UNP will hold negotiations with
the LTTE, political parties,
imembers of the clergy and civii
society o arrive at a solution.

The UNDE has also said it
would “reduce war activity
avcording to proper plans and
gaals”. But manitestos and
promises may fall by (he
wayside if in the run-up t the
clections, one group, which has
not fielded any candidate but
has been known 1o tilt the
clectoral balance from tehind-
the-scines, plavs its cards right
ONce ilgliil].

The long shadow of the LTTE
is #s much evident in this poli
as it has been in all Sri Lankan
elections for more than a
decade, In Batticaloa in the
cast. it s had an influence on
the Hist of candidates, Bu it is
frow i lu laffna peninsula thal
vive 1370 has the most potential
o inﬂuence the outcome of the
clections.

Iullv conscinus of this, the
Army last work decided o pre-
empt M. Velupillai
Prabhakaran, and launched an
affensive in the Colombothuarai
area on the outskirts of Jatfha
twn to push back the LTTE's
iong-range ficld guns and
secure the 1own for the
eloctions.

But the oftensive turned into
a virtual bloadbath an both
sides. Despite the army’s
cnbanced fire-power, it could
not end the stalemate to grab
the military advaniage in the
peninsula, The failed offensive
is aimple demonstration of the
long- range desuuction that
cach side, armed with heavy
weapons, can now inflict on the
other.

A record nimber of 14
political parties and six
imdependeni groups are
contesting in Juffna, but
whoether they will be able 1o
c:umpaign is another matter. As
it is, last week's offensive drove
mast of the contestants indoors.
It another haule breaks out
closer to the polling day, it may
cven become impassible o hold
the clection in the peninsuia.




Sri Lankan mnister

P K Balachanddran
Colombo, September 16

E MINISTER for Ports

and founder leader of the

Sri Lanka Muslim Congress

{(SLMC) M H M Ashraff was killed

in a helicopter crash at Aranayake

in Kegalle district in Central Sri

Lanka at abour 13.15 am today, an
official communique said.

The MI-17 chopper of the Sri
Lankan Afr Force, which had a
Iwo-man crew, was carrying the
minister, his three body guards and
eight of his party colleagues from
Colombo to Amparai in the south
east. It lost contact with the base
while flying over Aranayake, 135
kms from Kandy at abour 10-135
am. A search party sighted the
wreckage and 14 bodies charred
beyond recognition, were recov-
ered. There were no survivors. The
reasan for the crash is not known,
but the charred bodies suggest a
fire.

Ahratf was a rising star in Sri
Lankan politics trying to graduate
from a Muslim communal [eader
ter a national leader sworn o eth-
nic accommodation and harmony.
Though he kept the SLMC, he had
floated the National Unity

l?illedrion copte

 eriish

Alliance (NUA) and had made it Alliance (PA}, but Pa's Genera

contest the parhamentary elections secret

Tigers on prowl

THE NEXT time a Colombo
motorist sees a beggar peering
through his car window at a
traffic light stop, he may be face
to face with an LTTE suicide
bomber, if police suspicions
about the city's beggars are well
founded. Following the discov-
ery that the LTTE suicide
bomber who wrought havoc
here on Friday was disguised as
a beggar, police on Friday
arrested 5B beggars in the busy
Fart-Pettah area alone.

§SP Gamini Wijesinghe said
most of those held swore that
they were only beggars, but the
suspicion was that many LTTE
spies could be roaming about as
beggars. He said that 7 1o 8
LTTE operatives might be in
Colombo fixing targets and
planning suicide attacks.

HTC, Colembo

this time in several maulti-ethnic
arcas of Sri Lanka. The NUA was
1o be allied with the ruling Peoples’

ary D M Jayaratne said or
“riday that the NUA was not par.
sf PA., This was partly a fall out o
Ashraff's turf war with anothel
viuslim minister and Sri Lanks
reedom Party (SLEP) leader, A
i M Fowzie, who did not approve
¥ Ashraffs trving to speak for
Auslims outside his pocket bor-
agh of Amparaj district ov the
“astern province, The SLFP is the
jain  constituent of the PA
resident Chandrika
umaratunge had had a tough
me trying to mediate between the
vao Muslim stalwarts.
Ashraff formed the SLMC in the
ite eighties becausc the Indo-3ri
anka Accord of 1987 had ignored
1e rights of the Muslims of the
amil North East, He allied him-
o to the UNP when President
remadasa was in power and then
jtched on to Mrs Kumaratunga
shen she was 4 winning horse in
94, He gready helped the
uslims of the South East get
‘ps, but lacking the patience, ver-
pl reticence, and tact of his men-

e o4l Taadlae ot oA ;;’ - _fﬂ .
tO1, wie towan el gader-a

Thondaman, he rubbed a lot of
people, among all the comniuni-
tics, on the wrong side.
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e
OLD CRISIS, NEW CHALLENGES |/

THE GENERAL ELECTION, scheduled to be held
in &ri Lanka on Octaber 10 under the gaze of
international observers, is widely expected 1o
underscore once again the sland-republic’s un-
wavering faith in the democranic process in the
face of a persistent political-ethnic crisis. In a
sense, the absence of a constititional finality
about the basic issues concerning the political
space for the minority Tamils within a united Sri
Lanka can be seen as a major distortion of the
oversll polity itself. Yet, Sri Lanka's track record
of holding polls, despire diverse manifestations
of the politics of assassination since its inde-
pendence, is quite commendable, Not surpris-
ingly, the violence that has so far marred the
campaign {or the October 10 polls will, if as-
sessed on the touchstone of this contemporary
history, induce a despaiting sense of deju 11 but
nat any alarmist conclusion that Sri Lanka is per-
haps a failed state. For some time now, Sti Lanka
has nat figured promivently on the subcoati-
nental centre stage despire heing the current
Chair of the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperaiion (SAARCH While this empirical real-
ity is inherent in the fact that the 1.5, and Japa-
nese leaders did not include Colombo in their
respective  South Asia itenarary in  recent
months, there has been no seripus suggestion
from any quarter that Sri Lanka is frrelevant to
the regional or wider issues of the 21st century.

The tatest hand grenade attack en a convay
of the Leader of the Opposition, Mr, Ranil Wick-
remesinghe, and the other instances of poll-re-
lated  violence, including  yet  another
“suicide-hombing” in Colombao that mmight have
been a plot against a Minister, deserve utmost
condemnation. Unexceptionable indeed is the
resuttant call that an umbrella of beightened se-
curity be unfolded so as w ensure 2 smooth pall
process, However, it is anvbody's guess abous
the elasticity of 511 Lanka’s resources in this re-
gard. Obviously, an international policing for en-
suting peace and lranquillity on Syl Lanka's

overall campaign trail is out of the qugstien\ this
being an issue qualitatively different from the
traditional poll monitoring by unarmed observ-
ers from outside that country. The poll-related
prablem in the Jafina peninsula is compounded
by the continuing fighting there between the Sii
Lankan military forces and the separatist Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelany (LTTE: At the politi-
cal level, the intensified campaign by the LTTE
against the Spi Lankan state is a factor that the
candidates and the poll organisers alike will have
10 contend with, deploying their wit and wisdom
as armour. It is 2 sub-texi that some anti-LTTE
Tamil groups are militants in their own per-
ceived “right'” — an aspect that suits the Si
Lankan state in its war with the LTTE. The war
itself is an issue in the current poll process. The
new upsurge in the conflagration in the laffna
peninsula, in particular the battle for Chava-
kachcheri, is perhaps a manifestation of a dual-
purpose effort by Colombo 1o engage the LTTE
on the battle field and to keep it away from the
elecroral arena where it could choose w play
havod. '

A
As another sub-theme of i Lanka's overall
dilemma of keeping its minorities happy, t
strategic pofitical space occupied by the coun
try's Mustim papulation in the south-eastern
sector has come into some prime reckoning. The
death of the Sri Lanka MusHm Congress (ST
teader, M. 1. M. Ashrait, in g helicopler disaster
is not being investigated al this stage as the pos-
sible handiwork of etther the LTTE or any other
saboteurs. That has helped turm the focus on the
narrow issue of the SEMCs political equation
with the country’s President, Ms. Chandrika
Kumaratunga, given the reports of an emerging
estrangement between her and Ashrafl on poll
issues on the eve of his death, More significantly.
the President may now need 10 nurse an "o
phanad"” section as a force that could in some
ways bind the diverse 5ri Lankan society.
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| ESPITE all kinds of cvn- /

i icism and pessimism 2>

often associated with the
political scene in Sri Lanka,
new and interesting dimen-
giong are being added Lo its pol-
itics as the election scene is
hotting up. Since its indepen-
gence from British rule on 4
February 1948, Sri Lanka —
known as Cevion till 1972 —
has conducted 19 nationwide
elections to its Parliament.
More impertant. the island has
enjoyved the privilege of univer-
sal adult franchise since 1931,

During the davs of the
J Donoughmore Constitulien
193147 the legislature con-
sluted of 61 members — 50 of
P ihem elected from various
i territovial constitnencies of
t the 1slaud. The Solbury

Consgtitution (19467 —
I which came inta force
immediately before inde- |
pendence — retained the
principle of universal adult
franchise, subsequently
strengthening democracy in
the covntry. Sri Lanka
showed that a two-party
political sysiem can emerge
and be retained in the
Third World too.

The mainstream but
Sinhala-centrie palitical ¢
parties — the United
Nationa! Party testahlished
in 1946) and the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party testablished in
1951 — have been coming to
power I1n the island since 1948
either independently or in
coalition with small parties.
This is nol unnatural in view of
the fact that the Sinhala
- Buddhists constitute 67.4 per

cent of the population.

CHANGES

Intevestingly. using the right
to depose a goverament in an
electoral exercize. Sri Lankan
. voters went on removing the
" gevernment of the day between

the third general election

{19561 and the eighth general

election 119771, Things changed

after 1977, Threugh constitu-
“tions! changes and otiher
means — for instance, by hold-
ing a referendum in 1882 to
extend the life of the existing
Parliament by annther 6 vears
— the UNP retaimed power
between 1977 and 1994, The
SLFP could regain power after
# long gap of 17 years in 1994,
The SLEP. since 1984, iz head-
ing what iz known as the
People’s Alllance.

Uring 118 strength of 83.73
per cent of seatz in Parliament,
the UNF formulated and wro-
mulgated the second Repub-
lican Constitution in the island
- the first Republican Cons-
titution was promulgated in
1972 -- which c¢reated an
“evermighty executive”™ in the
form of the President, Noted
Sri Lankan political analyst Ad
Wilson describes it as “Gaull-
ist” presidency. Provisions rela-
ting to the powers and func-
tions of the President under
the 1978 Constitution would
convinee even a casual ohserv-
er that the Sri Lankan presi-
deney 1z the strongest in the
world. The PA had promised to
remove this all-powerful execu-
tve presidency during its hus-
tings in 1994, But not only has
the status quo remained, but
President Chandrika Bandara-

naike Kumaratunga (19451 has
not lagged hehind in enjoying
the powers and privileges cre-
ated for this office by Junius
Richard Jayewardene (1906~
96: in his capacity as the
leader of the UNP.

Az the Bri Lankan voters are
preparing for the one-day

ionwide 10 October parlia-
entary polls, important

=

The author 1s Han. Director,
South Astan Studies Founda-

tion, New Delha.

e ————.

igsues and doubis are surfac
ing. Like the August 1994 par-
liamentary polls, the guestion
of a new constitution iz bourd
ta remain of utmost impor-
tance. The PA iz bound o

blame the UNP for thwarting
its attempt Lo promulgate «
new constitution giving more
powers to minorities and the
regions, The UNF. on its part.
is blaming the PA for not mov-
ing honestly and transparently.
By appointing a hardliner
Sinhala politician and Mimister
for Public Administration and
Plantation Industries, Ratna-
airl Wickremenayake, as Prime

Mmlqter on 10 August — the
day the 10th Parliamen: was
dissolved —  President
Kumaratunga has made many
liberal Sinhalese and Tamiiz
alike suspicious of ber inten-
tions.

Wickremenayake iz supposed
to have been maintaining very
cordial relations with the havd-
liner Sinhala Buddhists who
had opposed Chandrika's con-
stitutional proposal and had
threatencd to do evervihing in
their power to stap the bill
Significantly, 20,000-plus Bud-
dhist monks ave a powerful Jot
in the country’s politics.

Immediately before the
Parliament’s dissolution on 1t
August, Wickremenayvake hed
met 1mportant monks urd
assured them 1han no consti-
tional change would be af¥ecod
without their clear consent.
Needless to state, this leaves
much to be desired. Th
Buddhist monks had ouniy

recently gene to the extent of

asking for India’s help o defeat
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam.

ECONOMY

The UNP leader, Ranii
Wickremasinghe 11949, whao
was Prime Minister during
1993-94, has been emphasising
that the country’s economy
would be a very importan:
izsue during the campaigning.
The UNP has heen hlaming the
PA for ruining the country’s
economy. In August, the UNP
organised’ several strect
protesis against price hikes
and currency devaluation that
made imports costlier. In its
election manifesto released on
2 September, the UNP has
pledged to raise wages of gov-
ernment employvees, increasc
old-age pensions, reduce unem-
ployment and slash taxes.

Taking their cue from the
UNP, and not hindered by ans
restrictions in the electoral
code of conduct against the
governing party granting sops
to voters after the elections’
announcement, the PA has
hegun to dole out jobs and
money. On 5 September, Presi-
dent Kumarainnga declarved a
10 per cent increage in all gov-
ernment salaries and pensions
with effeet from 1 Ociober as
an “interim” measure, pending
the recommendation by a
Salaries Commission, Presi-
dent Kumaratunga chosc 1o
announce this measure after a
meeting with the government-
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New And Interestmg O

By PARMANAND 7.7

ensions
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In effect.
=eala-
pice will oo by aominimum of
Bx 1000 pensionecs wi i1 have
a minimum hike of Rz 300 a

acked trade
.-}.3‘&,’ VErTm

menthe On thie other hand,
fhere e 1eports tnat PA mine
Iters had 7.»,1111.5:(1 oLoTecriit-

ment drive uf['m'in,g tehs to
ihousunds of 53ri Lankans on
the cieetion-eve,

Im s election mamiesto, the
L NP PruRiEes 10 sirengthen
the S Lankan avmy. I voted
Lt puwor in the 10 October
pells, the UNP savs,
Lpoa war cannct! consis
vy officers
oro advise ibe guvern-
o the conduct of war
cugainst the LTTE. The
L UNP - Ceus on sirengthen-
? ing the anmy and lmprov-
Ping way stralegy is expect-
: win support of the
. s 1R gerwm and
i ¢ the Boddhist clergy. in par-
! ilcuiar, who stress that the
| rebels must bie crushed mil-
“itavily. At any rate. the
Esinhudese Buddhists re-
: vl buth pelitical spec-
T = Le naim voiebank to
RIS [{ vendd,
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heiore uhmgmg the

mare pow-
Nons, As the U[ﬂ\'
pariy winch is centesting all
the parilamentary seals on its
own, the UNP has suggested
an intevim councii in the north
and Loe east as a {irsy step
tows npthe war, It alse
wondd set up an inde-
Lo purchase
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Yameus election-eve permuta-

cund comb nations of polit-
cees in the island suh-
e the =aving that poli-
tics - the are 57 the possible.
Sl Lankan v oters have not
abwavs exever-ed thelr fran-
chize nn predicied and expected
fines, Presiders Kumaratunga
had 4 landslice victory in the
ential efection of Nov-
T894, Dhut her PA was
cure only & razor-thin
voin the August 1994
parliamentary poils. Fears
abour the LTTE s modus
opeegadt on the election day or
imnediately before that are
alwm. lm}mlg in the minds of
v Crere
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Ans partiels
tens overwhehminglv, but the
polling percentage in Jaffna in
1994 was onis 2.05,

Some anaivsts also visualise
an unplensant scenario where
the parlismentary majority
does not belong v the Presi-
dent's PA - giving rise to more
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& Lull before the storm

With Sri Lankan elections slated for early next month, the LTTE will be making

another round of scrious attempts to capture Jaffna, writes AsHok K. MEHTA

AS JAFFNA gone off Delhis radar
H'\L‘ICUH'.’ One should bope oot judging

by the three-moenth long uneasy ll in
Jattna which was broken thrice this montly by
the Sri Lankan Army (SLAY with disastrouy
consequences. The army's only success has
been thu recapiure ol the ghost town,
Chavakacheri.

But the threat of another crisis m India’s
Backvard is very much on the cards, With clec-
tians around the corner on October 10, tench
wartore in Taltna s dikely o explode inte o lasi
diteh etfort by both sides o Gaim the mitiative
i 1he decisive battle for the Tamil heartland.

While the Government has a Jiimited objective
to a1 least hold on to as muech of Jaffna penin-
suli whilch it now controls, the LTTE are deter-
mined to capture Jaftna town, if not the entire
peninsula. The lmitcd but costly operations
launched recently by the SLA huve shown that
the I TTE is tirmly dug in around Jaffna and the
army will need to think twice before trying any-
thing mare ambitious than gauning additional
elbow room fur the elections for the nine par-
fiamentary seats in Jatfna district,

President Chandrika Kumaratunga bus himt-
ed that in order to climinate the threat to
Jutina, 1he key positions at Elephant Pass and
Pooneryn have 1o be taken back from the
LTTE. This is & tall order for the military —
scriously depleted of morale and the will
to fight despite the recent augmentation
of firepower.

The LTTE, which has also suffered heavy
casualtics, requires additional cadres o break
through the Jaffoa  defenees and  fulfil
Prabhukarun’s pledge of recapturing Jaftna
before the end of the year. That timetable
could get linked with the October elections.

Can the LI'TE do it? They came so close 10
taking Jattna in May that panic bells began
ringing in Delhi and Colombo. But unusually
for the LTTE, caution, bud strategy and over-
confidence robbed them of their ultimate prize.
There was also no resonance from the people
of Jafina. Instead of outtlanking the withdraw-
ing Elephamt Pass garrison, the LTTE chose to
place s main effort along the highway, Had
they done what they are good at — bypassing
the muain defvnces — they would have taken
Jaffna without a fight as there were no troops
defending it at the time.

_PLATFORM

Four months on, the growad siicaten in
Jaffna has changed. But even now, with o
retreat-prane SEA, o name withdeawal can be
trigee red by the most mnocuous of cvents like
arumonur of desertions. 1 thint happens, the
LTTE will romp home.

Past wmie, their cadres wore shaer Jaffna-
aoine repiment’ sashes o il e soon, Their
Gk may tive been made casier now by the
hafliing turnaround lTast month of senior com-
manders in Jaflpa, Two highly respected and
decarafed Generals -~ Janaka Pereirn and
Sunath Fonacka = who were

seitote sive

Jaffna at the beight of the crisis were suddenly
but mysteriously recalled, This was bhizarre
and has led people in Colombo 1o say that
the Government is not sertous aboul lighting
the war.

The threat to Jaffna is alive and the repeat of
an SOS from Sri Lanka toe India for an evacua-
tion is tiot ruled out. In viher words, if the SLA
defences collapse, the LTTE flag will fluttes
trom the Jaffna fort and the LTTE will give an
ultimatum for surrender 1o the military gar-
risons at Kapakesanthurai and Palaly. The last
time they offered o safc passage it was sum-
marily rejected by the Government,

If one were to 'wargame’ the outcome of the
stand-off in Jaffna — 35,000 Government sol-
diers versus 3,500 LTTE guerrillas —- there is
no way ong could credit LTTE with a victory
given the military’s overwhelming superiority in
fircpower on land, at sca and in the air. Bug

there s oo imangible, 4 quirk in the case of
SEA - the deep-rooted fear of the LTTE that
can turn the tables,

What is necessary in Delhs is to try and avoid
repetition of the May crisis, when the Vaikos
and Subrantanian Swamys were suggesting dia-
nretrically spposite courses of action. While
swamy winted [ndia to send one division of the
array to Colombo and finish off Prabhakaran,
Vako urged that the LITE be provided mili-
tary assistance so that not only could they take
Faifna but also achieve Eelam. Both are mili-
tarily absurd as they do not factor India's
national interests and political constraints in
the region — which is to keep the LTTE out of
the Jatfha peninsula for the foreseeable future
i it Jdecides 1o join the democratic process
in Sri Lanka,

It hardly needs stating that the conseqyuence,
of Eelam in Jaffna would be horrend
Tanu) Nadu. The Tigers have proved they are
the world’s most formidable guerrifla force. But
they lack political sense. One of the reasons
they could not march into Jaffna in May thiy
year is their failure to realise that they are
losing support of the Tamils by the day.

The October 1 elections in Sri Lanka will be
1the bleadiest in its history. Alrgady LTTE has
threatened to assassinate top leaders, especial-
ly those campaigning in the Tamil areas. If
Kumaratunga's Peoples Alliance is not
returned 10 power with the mandate for a
constitutional resolution of the ethnic conflict,
the LTTE  will never get politically margin-
alised 1o give the moderate Tamils a chance
to savour autonomy, however imperfect it
might be at present.

Sri Lanka’s well wishers in India must Rop
that Kumaratunga is defeated neither militarily
in Juffna nor politically in Colombe. 1t is in the
overall regional interest that she remains in
power. As for the LTTE, while they are vital
for peace in Sri Lanka, they are not necessary
for starting the democratic process in the
northeast.

But the miliion dollar question is: what will
India do in case Sri Lanka again makes a
request for evacuation? New Delhi has already
said this can only be done with the
consent of the LTTE. India has agreed to
give humanitarian assistance. Isn't evacuation
humaniarian assistance?
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By Nirupama Subramanian \ %

COLOMBG. JULY 31, Sri Lanka's Cabinel today
approved a draft new Constitution Gl rhai
seeks to resolve the country’s protracted oth-

C e conflict and is to be tabled in Padiaimernt

on Thursday. a full five vears after the Presi-

Cdeni, Ms Chandrika Kuamaratunga, first pro-

posed consiitutional  reforms o address

minorily aspirations.

The proposed new Constitution, in which
devolution of powers to Tumil and Muslim mi-
norities forms the crucial centrepiece, is 1o he

 brought to Parliament as a Bill wrgent in the
; national inicrest.

To ensure there will be no legal challenges
ta il, the Government is expected to send it to

i the Supreme Courl for a final clearance before
; tabling i

“The Cabinet met oday and considered the

fnew draft Constitution in full, After a lengthy
© discussion i unanimously approved the draft
cand decided 10 present it to Parliament on
S August 32000, the Government announced

in g statement.

it is cxpected that the Bill will be debated
from August 8, when Parliament meets agair,
Voting st take place belare August 24 when
the term of this Parliament ends.

The UNP said last weck thal it would not
support the new Constitution il it was brought
in this session of Parliament, as rushing it
through would hinder a wider consensus on it
[t said the Government must [irst consult (he

! Buddhist ¢lergy and the Tamil Tigers on the

proposed relorms.

The party chainman, Mr. Karu Jayvasuriva,
said the UNF was scheduled to have ane more
meeting with the President and a delegation of
the ruling People'salliance (PA) coalition on

SRI LANKAN CONSTITUTIONAL R

Wednesday, “We are not buing negative,” he
said, Bur be argucd that besides huilding a
consensus, the UNP's other concern was with
the transitional provisions in the draft that al-
lowed for the vontinuation of the executive
presidency.

Without Opposition support, the only way
in which the Government can obtain a two-
thirds majority in the 225-member Farliament
is by breaking the UNP. According to present
calculations, the Government needs 10 voles
more to make up the magic number of 150.

Tumil parties represented in Parliamen:
said they would need o first read the wext of
the Bill o decide whether 1o support it

A senior Minister told e flindu that the
Bill was a “fine-1uned’ version of the Govern-
ment proposals presented in Parliament in
October 1997, incorporaing most of the con-
sensus reached recently between the PA and
the United National Party (UNP),

The Bill is understood o have incorporated
same modifications sitiggested by the Tamil
tinited Liberaton Front (TUJFj (o the nature
of the state o make the formudation more
quasi-federal than that arfived at between the
PA and the UNP Last month.

Referendum on merger

On the issue of the unit of devolwion, the
Bill lays dawn that a referendum to decide the
merger of northeast Sri Lanka will be held atter
10 years, instead of five vears agreed upon be-
nrveen the PA and the UNP.

On the issue of lands, all land except re-
served forests will be the subjeci of the region-
al council.

“We have had severad discussions with the
President during which we pointed out vari-
ous shortcomings in the so-called PA-UNP
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EFORMS / CABINET APPROVES DRAFT

o\ Bill seeks to solve ethnic crisis

consensus. We will have (1o wail and see i
those concerns have been addressed in ihe
legaliext,” said Mr. R, Sumpanthan, secretary-
general of the TULLE. He said the TULEF palit-
bura would meet 10 ake the final decision on
support 1o the package after the Bill was made
available to the pary.

Meanwhile, the VIND issued a statement
that ignored today’s most important develop-
ment and instead focussed on recent allega-
tions in state-owned media that its leader, Mr.
Ranil Wickremesinghe, had forged secrei links
with the LTTE. {

in a move calculdaied to raise dust on Ms.
Kumaratunga as she prepares to ke the new
Constitution 1o Parliament, the siatement in- J
sinuated that while running the “smear cam-
paign”  against Mr. Wickremesinghe, the
Government had begun tadks with the LTI

“1could have engaged in o simear campaign
when the President met the theoretictan of the
LUTE, D Anton Salasingham, in Landon and
Bidd taiks with bim, | never did dha kind of
politics .. the President bas the righe to alkeo
Do Batasinpgham because she has already
started disctissions with the LT the staie-
ment guoted Me Wickremesinghe as ielling a
party mecting,.

PTI reports:

Ms. Chandrika tonight denied allegations by
the Opposition Uniied Nadonal Party (NP}
feader, Mro Ranil Wickramasinghe, that she
bad met he DUVTEs spokesman, Mro Anion
Balsinghan. during her last week's visit Lo
London, Stite teievision quoted hoey as saying
that she visived Fondan jast week only o an-

dergo a medicad check-ypfor her right eye-?
which was injured M} LTTE suic Yorrh
attack Tast Decemiar.
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~ Colombo ignores monks protest, -
c:

<. sends statute Bill to S

By Nirupama Subramanian

COLOMBO. AUG. 1. As Sri Lanka's
Buddhisi clergy vowed once again
nol to allow the Constitution 1o be
changed, the Governinent oday
moved swilily to block legal chal-
lenges 1o (he Constitution  Ke-
forms Bill and sent it o the
Supreme Court seeking approval
for its presentation in Parliament
on Thursday as an "Urgent Bill”.

The Supreine Ceurt should give
its opinion within 24 hours. Those
whe seek 1o challenge it must
move the courtwithin ihis period.

The  Constitutional  Heforms
Bill, which provides for exlensive
devolution to the Tamil and Mus-
lim minorities, was certificd as ur-
genl i the national interest by
the Sri Lankan Cabinet on Mon-
day.

Once the Cabinet deems a Bill
urgenl, the Supreme Court has 1o
determine that it is not inconsis-
tene with the Constitudan, After it
gets the approval of the highest
court, the Bill cannot be legally
challenged. With it also goes the
requirement of gazetting the bill
at least seven days in advance.

With the term of the presem
Parliwment due o expire on Au-
gust 24, the ime available to the
Kumaratunga  Government to
push the B through s limited.

After the Bill is tabled at a spe-
cial  session of  Parfiament on
Uhursday, it wili be debaled over
three days next week hefore it is
takein up for voling, official soure-
s said.

While

the Government  pre-

Buddhist monks meeting in Colombo on Tuesday to denounce Government plans to change the
Constitution. Photo: Srivantha Walpoia

pared far the 1abling of the Bill,
hundreds  of  Buddhist monks
vonverged  this aflernoon in a
suburb of the capital and urged
the Sinhala peaple to sally behind
them to stop the constitutional
reforms.

The attempt to change the Con-
stitulion would lead to a separa-
i of the north and cast frogn
the rest of the country, the monks

warned, Several Sinhala navonal-
ist groups alsa participated in the
demonsiration.

The government countered the
demonstration by organising a
well-attended pro-reforms meet-
ing of trade unions sympathetic
to it, Meanwhile, alter a long si-
lenfe on the constitutional re
‘fms, the Janatha  Vimukihi
crumenai)VPl,  which  spear-
weaded violent pratests against
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the 13 Amendiment in 1987, (o-
day said 1 would mobilise sup-
porters  to demounstrate  helore
Farlinment on Thursday demand-
ing the Bill not be wabled in the
interests of the Sinhala people.

The United Natonal  Party
(NP, which will hold a meeting
with the People’s AllianceiPA) on
Wednesday on the constitational
reforing, midy notsupport the Bill.




» Numbers

game on .

as deadline nears "'

By Nirupama Subramanian

. COLOMBO, AUG 1. Pocket calculators are out as

politicians in Sri Lanka frantically add and

i subtract numbers o determine whether the ruling

People's Alliance (PA) coalition has the numbers
1o push through Parliament the Conslitutional
Reforms Hill, on the fate of which rests the tuture

t course of the lang-drawn-out ethnic contlict.

The Bill is w be presented at a special session
on Thursday and may be taken up for debate next

- week. Voting could follow soon after.

The passage of the Bill requires the support of
100 of the 225 members. The PA alliance, to begin
with, had 113 members. Later, two of its
pariamentarians aligned themselves with the
opposilion United National Parly [UNP). But
recently, it wooed seven UNP members into its
fold, so it can count 118 on irs side.

So far, the Government was being supported

from oumtside by Tamil parties. which between

them account for 24 parliamentarians. The
Constinutional Reforms Bill will directly impact on
both Tamil people and politicians, and their
support cannot be taken for granted.

Of the parties representing the northeast, only
the Eelam People’s Democratic Party (EPDP), with
six members, has openly declared its support for
the Bill.

The Tamil Uniled Liberation Front (TULD),
which has five MPs, is vet to make up its mind.
The secretary-general, Mr. R, Sampanthan, said a
decision would be taken after the meeting of the
executive cammiitee. The two-member People's

prae—

= N
il mi—

Liberation Organisation of Tamils (PLOT), has also
not made known its stand. The one-member
Tamil Eelam Liberatian Organisation, will not
stpport the reforms.

The eight parliamentarians of the Cevion
Warkers Congress {CWC) have declared that they
will back the Bill, because it promises citizenship
(o 85,000 stateless Tamils of Indian origin.

According to pessimists, the Goverment has
onfy 133 votes. This number doces nat aceount for
those in the PA who know that they will be
sidelined in the coming clections and hence mav
vote against the reforms, Considering all
contingencies, the Government might necd more
than 23 votes to get a two-thirds majority.

Optitists, however, believe (hat the $LOT and
the TULF will (inaily weigh in with the
governnient, so the votes could go up 1o 144,
leaving the PA 10 short of the required numbes. Tt
is expected that a court ruling on a dispute within
the EPDP might give the party three more MPs,
That would add to the government numbers.

Though the President, Mrs Chandrika
Kumaratunga, may enly be short of a few MPs, it
could still prove a gap too wide to bridge unless
she has an ace up her sleeve, like engineering a
split in the Opposition.

Tamil leaders who met Mrs. Kumaratunga
yesterday and last week, said she appeared
confident. “She seemed positively buovant,” said
a Tamil palitician.

If she is unable 1o gather 1340 votes, the Bill may
not come 1o the voting stage, predict both ruling
and Opposition politicians.
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Tﬂbunalseﬁés
notice to LTTE

| By Our Special Corregpondent
. Lyre N

GHENNAL, AUG. 1. The Tribunal con-
stituted under the Unjawlul Activ-
ities Prevention Act, 1967, 1o
adjudicate the ban order against
the LTTE, has sent a showgause
notice to the rebels. A0 .4

The Tigers' London office had
received the notice and has re-
portedly sent it to a lawver in
Chennai, who will represent ihe
organisation belore the Tribunal.

The outfit was declared a
banned organisation in India in
1992, The ban has been extended
periodically every lwo years, with
the Tatest notificetion being is-
sued by the Union Home Ministry
on May 11 this year. As per the
stalute, (he ban order would have
t0 be referred to the specially con-
stituted Tribunal to adjudicate
and review the order, Mr. Justice
S.K. Mahajan of Delhi has been
named for the Tribunal, vV

As por the procedure envisaged
under the Act, the LTTE has been
sent a notice seeking to send in its
reply before August 28. as (o why
it should not be declared &
banned outfit in India. The LITE
which received the notice, has
i sent a ‘vakkalat” naming the ad-
. vocate, Mro N, Chandrasckaran, |
Lo appear before the Tribunal on -
its hehalf, The advocate had rep-
U resented the Tigers the last tme
around too.

i The Tribunal would hear the |
¢ Union Home Secretary and the
Tamil Nadu Government, during
iwo sittings one in Delhi and an-
ather in this State. The LTTE's
counsel would be allowed to cross
examine the officials. The adjudi-

cation would have to be compliet-

ed within six months ol the

original notification.
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‘Lanka to be federal
in all but nameé”

P K Balachanddran
Colombo, August 3

THE CONSTITUTION Bill p\e

sented to the Sri Lankan Parli

ament by President Chandrika
Kumaratunga today, envisages a
basic structure which will be feder-
al in all but name. The devolution
of power promised by this Bill goes
far beyond any given so far, includ-
ing the 13th Amendment, which
brought into being the Provincial
Councils in 1988.

year period, the merger of the
North and East would cease,

The provinces, as such, would
have their own judiciary, public
service and police force. They
could themselves negotiate for for-
eign investment and loans though
within the national policy and with
the sanction of the Centre. State
land, except those coming under
the Reserved or Central list, would
vest with the provinces. Any dis-
pute would be

'H’:J lVﬂot be held at the end of the ten-
A

The Tamils,
who have been
the ones clam-
ouring for devo-
Jution, will be
getting an Inte-
rim Council for a
TR Nt
Province for

period of five
years. The coun-
cil will not be :

Chandrika offers
talks with LTTE

PRESIDENT CHANDRIKA
Kumaratunga said on Thursday
that she would discuss the con-
CeevverdAL LW OraT T onsss
tion Wifh the LTTE,Ib:..l'lOg;&:-
to continue the war if the rebe
Broup rejected her proposals,

settled by a tri-
bunal. There is a
Central and Pro-
vincial list but no
cancurrent list to
create confusion
and conflict.

But the Consti-
tution has enou-
gh  safeguards
apainst disinte-
gration and sec-

PTI, Colombe

elected but nominated
Pres_ldemfrom among the ptz))iititcl;
Parties of the Northeast for a five
Year penicd as it would not e pos-
sible for elections g be held here
due to the war. Election would be
held at the end of five years. Ten
years-down the line there would be
a rcfercpdum in the multi-ethnic
East to find out if the people there
want the merger with (he Ver-
whelmmg_]y Tamil North to cdhitin.
. ve. But if the referendum could

ession and it thus
addresses the main concern of the
Sinhala Buddnist majority, which is
afraid that devolution may well be
the first step towards secession of
the Tamil ateas. Secession is
banned and the Centre can take
aver a provinc al administration if
there is a sigr . of rebellion. In an
effort to gautisfy the Sinhala
Buddhists ang the powerful clergy,
the Constityytj, 1 ensures the “fore-
most" place te Buddhism and
promises to fc ster Buddha Sasana.

{HE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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ri Lankan statute

" Bill introduced4 s

By Nirupama Subramanian

COLOMBO, AUG. 3. The Sri lankan
President, Ms. Chandrika Kuma-
ratunga, today presented the his-
toric but controversial new
Constitution Bill to Parliament,
exhorting the Oppasition to sup-
port it for the sake of peace in the
istand amidst noisy protests both
inside the House and outside.

White the Janatha Vimukthi Pe-
rumana held a protest demon-
stration near Parliament,
members of the Opposition Unit-
ed National Party burnt copies of
the Bill inside the House, shout-
" ing slogans throughout Ms, Kum-
- aratunga’s speech that [aunched
. the debate on the Bifl. The debate

will continue on August 7, 8 and 9,
Titled “The Constitution of the
Republic of Sri Lanka”, and de-
scribed as “a Bill to repeal and
i replace the Constitution of the
; Democratic Socialist Republic of
* Sri Lanka”, it will put te vote on
August 9.

Undaunted by the din created
by the Opposition in the House,
the President said the proposed
Constitution would lay the foun-
dation for a lasting peace in Sri
Lanka by giving the Tamil and
Muslim ethnic minorities their
just rights for the first time in the
country’s history.

After the new Constitution was

. -
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adopted, she would send g copy
to the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) and was prepared
to discuss it with the rebels.

They were welcome 1o join the
democratic process, but if they
chose not to, then Sri Lanka was
also prepared to wage war against
them, Ms, Kumaratunga said.

“Five thousand armed mili-
tants have launched a brutal war
which they say is for the liberation
of the Tamil people. Sri Lankan
Tamils exceed 1.2 million and
these peaple do not want war.

They want their reasonable
rights. The dav the new Constitu-
lion is passed and comes into op-
eration, Tamils and other
minorities will decide to support
the Government and Prabhaka-
ran will be attacked by these peo-
ple.” she said.

Elaborate security

A blanket security cover pro-
tected Ms, Kumaratunga's pres-
ence in Parliament. Helicopters
hovered overhead, anti- aircrait
guns were positioned on the
lawns and police boats patrolled
the lake in the middle of which
the imposing Japanese- style
building stands. Only a pro-Gov-
criunent rally was allowed close
to the complex, locared in a sub-
arb of the capital.

What the Bill sayWE
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The tabling of the new

the culmination of five years
of efforts to find a just and
consensual solution to the

long-standing demands of the
Tamils and of the smaller

Musilim community.
NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
reports.

HL HISTORY of Sri Lanka’s ethnic

condlict is a story of missed

apportunities, of solutions that

have been abandoned by
successive Governments for narrow
political gain, of sell-seeking leaders who,
in the process of cutting ene another, led
the country to an cver-growing spital of
violence and war,

Lasl Thursdayv. the President, Mrs.
Chandrika Kumaratunga, demonsurated
that she was determined to learn from
history. Despite growing hostility from
Sinhala-Buddhist nationalists led by the
country’s influential monks on one side,
from the Opposition United National Parey
(LUUNP} on anotber, and with the menacing
shadow of ine Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Fetam (LT TEY looming over the entire
country, Mrs. Kumaratunga brought to
Parliament a Bill to repeal the existing
Constitution and replace it with one that
seeks to wddress the aspirations of the
minority Tamil and Muslim communities,

The Constinution of the Republic of Sri
Lanka Bill secks to grant greater autonomy
to the two ethnic minorities within a quasi-
federal set-up, changing the unitary and
cenralised character of present-day Sri
Lanka. In one sense, the wabling of the Bill
represented the culmination of live vears of
efforts to find a just and consensual
solution to the long-standing demands of
the Tamils, and of the smaller Muslin

- communily, who have in the last decade,

become a dominant farce in 5ri Lanka’'s
politics.

Bui because the consensus, when it
finally came, was in bits and pieces, the
Bill represents only the first step on the
long and tough road ahead for Mrs.
Kumaratunga. From Monday to
Wednesday, the Bill will be debaled in
Parliament, and on the final dav of the
debate, it will be put to vote. It can be
passed only if two-thirds ol the
partiamentarians in the 223-member house
support it, Had the UNDP supported the Bill,
this would have been a nan-issue. But as
the UNP has announced that it will not,
Mrs, Kumaratunga will have to do some
hard work to cobble twgether the magic
nunber of 120 parliamentarians to vote for
the reforins.

In this, the votes of the Tamil pasties will
prove to be crucial. While the Eelam
People’s Democratic Party (EPDDM and the

PO (- Lols

good sense prevail?

Cevlon Workers' Cangress (CWC) have
declared their support for the Bill, and the
People’s Liberation Organisation of Tamil
Helam (PLOTE) may also decide in favour
of it, it is the Tamil United Liberation

"Front (TULT), with its non- militant,

moderate character, whose backing is most
importam for the Government, At the
moment, this group is still to make up its
mind, torn between its fear of the LTYT
which has dismissed the autonomy
proposals as “ludicrous”, and the
recognition that ihis is the maximum offer
that any Sinhala leader can make within
the framework of a unjted Sri Lanka.

mdeed, the fence-sitting is only proofl
that the proposals are not fundamentally
flawed. [ it were so, it would have heen far
egsier to reject them. But if the TULF
decides 1o back the Bill. the fear is it will
once again be branded as “"quislings™ and
“traitors” of the Tamil cause, labels which
the party has been trying to live down tor
the fast 15 vears. The greater fear stems
from memories of the 1998 killings of
Saroiint Yogeswaran and Pon Sivapalan,
who defied the TTTT to participate in the
Jafina municipal council, and those of
other slain colleagues.

On the other hand, there is also the
realisation that by not supporting the Bilt,
it would be letting down the Tamil

A chance for peace

Anti-war banners on display in Colombo... wilt

community which it
claims o represent. The
defeat af Mrs.
Kumaratunga over the
Bill would symbuolise a
defewt Tor all moderate
Tamils whao wish to live
as S Lankans, becavse
it is cerlain that no
other Sinhala leader
will offer anything more
than what is contained
in this Biil. In fact, if
this is rejected, there
may not be another
offer.

That would only be
in the interest of the
[FTE. For this reason,
uniess Velupiliag
Prabhakaran undergoes
a sudden and dramatic
change of heart, there
15 a high probability of
the group allempting to
sabotage the exercise in
the coming days. The
cimpraign that will
precede the coming
general elections could
prove te be one with
the tightest-ever
security witnessed yet
in this country,

Without doubt, the
Tamil politicians who
will form the proposed
interim council for the
north-cast, if the Bill is
adopred as the new
Constitution of Sri
Lanka, would he
exposing their lives to
grave risk. Even those who suppost Lhe new
Constitution share the view that the
interim caouncil many remain on paper, as
the ground siuation, which is favourable
to the LTTLE may not allow its
implementation. Before all that, if the
Govermument manages io win the vote on
Wednesday, the next step s a referendum
where it would have 1o win a simple
IMEAjOTity.

The President, in her speech to
Parliament while tabling the Bill said she
wils confident of securing the peaple'’s
mandate because it was on a ticket to
change the Constitution that the people
had clecied her in the first place, and
reiterated their faith in hev party in
conseculive cections since 1993, But first,
all eves on Parliament, The UND has said it
will pull our of the debate after a4 statement
by the party teader, Mr. Ranil
Wickremesinghe, on Monday.

Meanwhile, in order 10 jure UNP
members o vole in favour of the Bill, Mrs.
Kumaratunga's Government has
announced a change in the clection system
that will increase the number of MPs in
Parliament. enabling the ruling coalition to
guarantee UNP defectors that they will
retain Lheir seats, That is a juicy enough
carrol. Will they rise to the hait? The next
three days will tell.
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t\f'l‘] JITTONAL REVISION has long been
the favouredygenda ol the courageous Sri Lankan
President, Ms.Chandrika Kumaratunga, for a res-
olution of her countrny's prolonged crisis of polity.
Fasy to blame indged but difficult to reverse has
been the tangled history of broken promises and
ferocious backlash. Several salienmt pledges were
not honoured by the leaders trom the majority
Sinhala community over time — a phenomenon
that only outraged Sri Lanka’s minority Tamils. A
violent strategy of reprisal was first triggered by
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Lelam (LTTE) in the
name of the victims ol discrimination but it was
later sustained in terroristic ways that would just
not foster their considered collective interest. In
many ways, the skewed Sri Lankan system, as it
evolved through choice and c¢hance, has so far
repiresented a certain degree of majoritarian su-
premacy without nuch evidence of a sustainabte
sub-system of minority-riendly saleguards. Not
surprisingly, therefore, Ms. Kumaraiunga, pre-
senting the latest Constitution Bill wo the Parlia-
ment on August 3, sought to mollify  the
Sinhala-Buddhist meajoricy by aifirming that she,
as one from the same spectrinm, would simply not
barter away its primacy while sceking 1o render
justice (o the minoritics. Wanting Lo translale the
“reasonable rights” of the Sr Lankan Tamils and
others into enforceahle stalutory privileges. she
expressed the hope. too, that the passage and im-
plementation of this Bill would isolate the LTTE
leader, Mr. Velupillai Prabhakaran.

Constitntionatl engineering is not o novel
event in post-colonial Sti Lanka. In Ms. Kumara-
tunga’'s caleulus, che latest Bill, the product of a
broad ‘hipartisan’ consensus between the ruling
Pcople's Alliance and the opposition United Nea-
tional Party, is in this chequered context an em-
bodiment of intentions of unprecedented
gondwill towards the minorities. [n one sense, the
document reflects the invariably meticulous and
often creative ctlorts of the now-slain Neelan Thi-
ruchelvam and the indetfatigable Sri 1 ankan Min-

- \} ABILLOF INTENTIONS 9"

ister, Prot. (. L. Peiris. Yet, in the end, as the UNP
leader, Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe, and his sup-
porters decided o cold shoulder Ms, Kumaratun-
ga as she commiended the Bill ro Parliament, it
became clear that competitive mistrust, o hall-
mark of the mainly-Sinhala politics of the main-
stream parties, eould not be wished awayv, The
draft Bill had, at one stage, been substantially
agreed to by the President and the Leader of the
Opposition, In the eveni, though, their sharp
ctash over the proposed provisions for a transi-
tion from the existing near-Gaullist dispensetion
1 a possibie new constitutional order proved 10
be s divisive as to cast doubts on the fate of the
Bill itself. 1t remains to be seen whether both sides
could still muster accommodative statesmanship
hefore the vote is taken.

[Uwill be a pity if the qualitative work on this
Bili is to be sacrificed ar the altar of a political
numbers game, especially so after a consensus
had been amnounced betfore its introduction in
Parliament. In spite of its current status as just an
article of intentions, the Bill is noteworthy on five
counts — the move to transform a unitary State
into a matrix of the Centre and regions, the recoy-
nition of the need for a composite St Laikan
identity, the plans for a measure ol power devedu-
tions to the regions, the proposed experimental
merger of the northern and eastern ‘regions’ of
prime interest ta the Sri Lankan Tainils as also an
‘interim’ council thereof, besides a formula to ad
dress the lingering statelessness of many Indian-
origin inhahitants, While most of these subjects
van still evoke some contoversy, the targel
groups for Ms. Kumararunga’s tast-dicch hard-sell
include the Buddhist clergy, the Tanata Viroukii
Peramuna and of course the L1TE. White she is
firm in wanting to deny the LTTE any virtaal veto
over this package, a thorough reality check must
span such aspects as the Pol Potist group's appar-
ent prelerence for war as a perpetual end-means
proposition and the lull over Norway's facilitato-
ry' diplomacy.
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e to a major convulsion in society

\  HAL
Call @aven

P.K. Balachanddran
Colombo. August 7
% GRENADE ntlack:liainst
.,.N«iu prominent anti-devolu-
4 ation Buddhist monk and
defections from bath the govern-
ment and the opposition side
marked the controversy over the
making of a new quasi-federal con-
stitution for Sri Lanka in the [ast
two days.

On Sunday. a gang of three
Sinhala men tried to sel off a biast
at a meeting of the Jathika Sangha
Sabhawa  (National  Sangha
Council) in Narahenpita, in south
Colombao,

This Buddhist monk's organisa-
tion is headed by Ven. Sobitha
Thera, an outspoken opponent of
the new coustitution. especially the
devolution package offered to the
Tamils in the istand’s North and
East. An assailant’s bid to chuck a
grenade from the car park into the
second floor room where the meet-
ing was being held failed. and the
device went off where he and two
of his accomplices stood,

;-

All three were injured and two
cars were damaged. The police
took them into custody and admit-
ted them at the Colombo National
Hospital.

Last week, Ven. Thera had
organised a2 meeting In
Maharagama, in the outskirts of
Colombo. where a call was given to
Buddhist monks to join a fast unto
death agitation against the pack-
ages "Iin their thousands”. The new
constitution would be implement-
¢d only "over our dead bodies”, the
monks at the conference declared.

Afraid that the monks would
carry out their resolve w go o
every MP's house 1o dissuade them
from voting for the Constitution
bill on August 9, the ruling
Peaples' Alliance (PA) has been
keeping at least 30 of its MPs in
five star hotels and a government
guest house in the capital and a
tesort in Kalutara, south of bers.
On Moenday morning, thirty MPs
were hrought to parliament by Air
Force helicopters.

But still, one PA MP. Dixon
Perera, defected 10 the opposition

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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;10 monks to join ‘fast unto death’™ agitation

United National Party (UNP) and
Harindra Correa defected 1o the
ruling Peoples' Alliance (PA), both
on Monday.

Some more  defections  are
expected to take place in the next
48 hours. Minister for Fisheries
Mahindra Rajapakse has already
spoken against the devolution
package.

Leader of the Opposition and
UNP chief Ranil Wickremesinghe
told parliament that UNP was
opposing the bill because govern-
ment had not incorporated what
had been agreed to at the hiparti-
san talks in the past four months.

The govesnment had agreed that
there would be a referendum in
the multi-cthnic east on the ques-
tion of merger with the Tamil
North in five years time.

But the bill said that the reteren-
dum would be held in ten years’
time. Also the povernment had
agreed that  the Transitional
Executive Presidency would have
time frame of less than six years,
but the hill stated six years as the
time trame. he said.
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Sri Lankan -
Constitution, ,

6t \ &
COLOMBO, July 31. — A'rpw
Constitution develving more
powers to the regiens aimed at
ending the ethnic conflict in
the country will be presented
in Srt Lankan Parliament on,
3 August.
Mrz Chandrika Kumaratun-
ga's Cabinet today unanimous-
iy approved the draft of the
new Constitution after a *
marathon five-hour discussion. |
Since it is a Constitutien am-
endment, a two-third majority |
is needed for the Bill's passage.
Theveafter, a referendum has
o be held before adopting the
new Constitution. — UNI
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B% upama Subramanian

COLOMBO, AUG. 8. The Sri Lankan
Governmient’s ambhitious plan to
©introducd a new Constitution
aimed at sesolving the ethnic con-
flict sutfered a setback today when
it decided to adjourn the debate
¢ and put off the vote on the contro-
" versial Bill, an admission of its tail-
ure 1o muster the neecessary
~ two-thirds parliamentary support.
The Biil was to come up for a
| first-stage vote this evening, in
i which the Governinent had to get
150 of the 225 votes in the House
" to move to the committee stage
and the final vote scheduled for
tomorrow. At the end of today's
proceedings, the Government
moved a motion to adjourn the
debate, effectively putting off the
vote.

Putting up a brave face, senior
members of the ruling People's Al-
liance coalition asserted that the
Government had no intention of
jettisoning the Bill, and said (he
option of bringing it 1o vote later
in the session remained. Parlia-
ment has to be dissolved on Au-
gust 24. “We have not abandoned
the Bill, it is only the debate that
has been adjourned. It could very
“well come up later in this ses-
sion,” Mr. Ratnasiri Wickrama-
navake, Leader of the House, told
The Hindu.

With this, the fate of the Electo-
ral Reforms Bill, approved by the
Supreme Courl for constitutional
validity today, also hangs in the
balantce. Tn Parliament, Mr. Sa-
rath Amunugarma, a Cabinet Min-
ister, was emphatic as he said:
“We will present the Biils, we will
present the Bills, we will present

Vote on\ﬁ;i "Lah kan
vy statute put off

the Bills.”” To do that, the Govern-
ment has to first get the numbers.
Cabinet Ministers had hoasted
last week that scveral UNP mem-
bers were waiting (o break ranks
and vote tn favour of the Bill. Even
yesterday, the Government Min-
ister, Mr. M. H. M. Ashraff, de-
clared in Parliament that the Bill |
wouid be passed with a majority
of 25 votes.

But the incieasingly shrill pro-
tests from Sinhala hardliners
backed bv Buddhist monks
seemed 1o have caused potential
defectors (o change their minds,

A few hundred Buddhist monks
staged a sit-in on the road to Par-
liament this morning, and burnt
copies of the Constitution. They
traded slogans with some sup-
porters of the Government, who
were holding their own demon-
stration nearby, jeered at MPs on
their way 10 the House, and held
placards denouncing those who
would vote for the Bilt as traitors
of Buddhism. ““This new Consti-
tution will divide the country. [t
will create ethnic ghettos,” said
Madulawave Scbitha Thero, a
leading member of the Buddhist
Maha Sangha, who was also in the
forefront of opposition to the In-
do-Sri Lanka Accord in 1987. -

Opposttion to the Bill came
from even within the Govern-
ment. Mr. Mahinda Rajapakse,
Minister for Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources and strongman of the
5ri Lanka Freedom Party from the
deep scuth with a loyal Sinhala-
Buddhist following, had made
known his disagreement with sev-
eral aspects of the proposed Con-
stitution, and urged  the
Government not (o put it lox/l.e

e,
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 11, 2000

A SQUANDERED OPPORTUNITY >

IN FORCING THE withdrawat of Ms. Chandrika
Kumaratunga's constitutional inidative, Sri
Lanka has squandered an opportunity it should
have seized. The draft Constitution tabled in
Parliament is on the whole a radical improve-
ment on the existing Constitution marking a
paradigm shift in Sri Lanka's constitutional
evolution. Adopted in 1978, the existing Consti-
tution concentrates power in the executive
Presidency, rather than the lLegislature; despite
a measure of devolution introduced by the 13th
Amendment, its strongly unitary {(and, by impli-
cation, majoritarian) features were out of place
in a multi-ethnic and multi-religious country
such as Sri Lanka. Apart from abolishing the
executive Presidency, the new Constitution
proposed by the Kumaratunga Government
was underlined with features which consider-
ably strengthened the devolution of power to
the provinces. Given this, it is regrettable that
the United National Party (UNP) — which, like
other political parties, was closely associated
with the formulation of the draft — declared it
would not support the new Constitution. Given
the political arithmetic in Sri Lanka's Parlia-
ment, it was virtually impossible to muster up
the required two-thirds majority to pass the
new Constitution. The UNP’s change of heart
left Ms. Kumaratunga's People's Alliance (PA)
Government few options but to declare it was
deferring the vote on the Constitution Bill,
Since the island’s Parliament is scheduled to be
dissolved later this month, deferment is but a
thinly-veiled eupnemism for withdrawal. The
Bill of course could be re-introduced after the
Parliamentary election which will be held with-
in the next few months.

In recent weeks, the UNP had raised a
number of objections against the Constitution
Bill. Although there were some differences on
substantive points, theit main objection related
to procedure — namely, the so-called unseemly

N

11

aste with which Ms. Kumaratunga's Govern-
1ent was pushing the Biil threugh. The UNP,
and others of similar persuasion, have a point
when they ciaim that two days is hardly cnough
time to debate something as complex and im-
portant as a piece of legislation to alter the Con-
stitution. But in many ways, the arguments that
the process was “‘too hasty” were flawed. The
principal features of the present draft Constitu-
tion were introduced as early as 1995 and the
UNP and other political formations were party
to the various amendments made to succes-
sively tevised drafts since then. As far as the
substantive features go, the UNP may have a
gemiine grievance with respect to the transitory
provisions, which permit Ms, Kumaratunga to
remain President and assume all the powers of
Prime Minister under the new Constitution un-
til the end of 2005. There is also no denying the
fact that some of the Tamil parties were appre-
hensive and entertained serious reservations
about certain sections relating to the devolu-
tion of power. It would have been far more sen-
sible and statesmanlike il those who opposed
specific features of the draft had maoved amend-
ments during the Parliamentary debate rather
than choose to reject the Bill in toto. It is 1o
accident that the strongest opponents of the
Bill were those at the very end of the political
spectrum — the Sinhala Right (backed by har-
dline sections of the Buddhist clergy) and Tamil
exiremnists (represented by the LTTE). 1tis these
very forces which resist the idea that constitu-
tional reform is an important part of finding a
solution for the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka. All
those who genuinely want this conflict resolved
will hope that the Sti Lanka’s next Parliament —
whatever its political composition — will exer-
cise its collective mind on the question of con-
stitutional reform as spon as it is convened. The
aborted Bill could be satisfactorily altered. It
should not be allowed to die.
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‘Bandaranaike

steps down

_ Wirs Sirimavo Bandaranaike I

T l
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 5[\_’ A

CCOLOMBO, Aug. 10, — Bri
. Lanka's oclogenarian Prime
! Minister, Mrs Sirimave Ban-
_darvanaike today retived from
P office ahead of a proposed cab-
" inet reshuffle by her daughter,

FPresident Chandrijka
. Kumaratunga, E’.W
Parliament wa¥t that

Mre Bandaranaike, who turn-
fed 84 this April, will be
; replaced by minister for public
“administration and home

aifairs, Mr Ratnasiri Wick-
Cramanayake.

Mrs Bandaranaike, who
hecame the world's first
woman Prime Minister in

1960 following the assassina-

tion of her husband and Prime

Minister. SWRD Bandara-
naike. decided to relire after

Mrs Kumaratunga announced

a Uabinet revamp ahead of
. ceneral elections in November.

My Wickramnanavke has been

picked to succeed her due to

his proximity to vight-wing
Psirhalese Buddhist monks
doguedly vpposing the drafi
“canstitution Bill

Commenting on Mrs Band-

aranaike’s decision, sources in

the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
said hey retirement would cre-
ate “a major vacuum”.

——— -
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The parliamentary poll

A couple of days before the vole Was sched-
uled on Ihc new Constilution, one ofthe Gov-
ernment’s legal advisers unveiled a st ategy in
the event the Bill failed 1o muster the required
two-thirds majotity. Mr. Jayampathi Wick-
ramaratne told an independenc television
channel that if this were to happen, the ruling
Peaple’s Alliunce would contest the parlia-
merdary election on a mandale that il be con-
verted info a consiituent assembly, Such g
“constituent assembly” would then pass the
Bill passed with a simple majority,

It was a starding pian, but his comments,
although extremely revealing, were more or
less lost in the political din. On the ane hand,
they betrayed the Government's lack of confi-
dence in getting a two-1hirds majority. On the
other, they implied that the Government
would go ahead with the Bill, never mind the
CONSenstus.

Mr. Wickramaratne's comments on lelevi-
sion are now official strategy, with the Presi-
dent, Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga, sayving
prelly much what he did on Aug 12, [t scemed
ta suggest that, irrespective of her loss of fuce
over the Bill's withdrawal, she was prepared to
set the agenda of the imminent parliamentary
poll around her constitutional reform pack-
age.

The delences for such a strategy are lwo-
fold. First, a kind of consensus has alrcady
been achieved over the Bill and the reserva-
tions at the tail-end of the process were only a
result of sheer political bloody-mindedness.
Second, a victory in the parliamentary election
would lemd the ruling People’s Alliance the
propular legitimacy to adopt the new Constitu-
tion by a simple majority.

However, lht‘[’i' arg.etiite clearly botl flaws
and risks with gasTipproach, To begin with, il

¢ and beyond v

was only earlicr this month when Sri Lanka's
Supreme Court ruled that the new Constitu-
tion be adopted with a two-third majority and
must be further ratified by a referendum. How
does a parliamentary mandate alier this legai
position?

And then quite obviously, parliamentary
elections are determined by a variety ol lac-
tars; @ victory for the People’s Alliance is not
necessarily an affirmation of the constitution-
al relorm just as a defeal is nor proof of its
rejection.

As things stamd, the Tuture of the consltite-
tional reformy package depends on the out-
come of the electinn. 1iie only cerlainty here is
that neither side. given the proportional repre-
sentaton (PR system introduced during the
reign of former President o R Jayawardene,
will receive o two-thirds majority. Ms, Kum-
aratunga’s Electoral Reform Bill, which was
based on a mix ol the 'R oand the first-past-
the-post syslems, was specilically aimed at in-
creasing the probability of bagging a two-
thirds majority.

SRI LANKA'’S CONSTITUTIONAL CONUNDRUM - IV

Finally, and perhaps most imporiantly, it
abrogates the consensual approach adopted
since 1995 (owards the whote process of con-
stitetional reform. Such an approach mayv not
have been followed when adopting cither the
1972 ar the 1978 Constilutions. But having put
the draft up for discussion and debate, resort-
ing to the stratagerm of ramming it through
wilth a simple majority would not enly be le-
gally suspect bul also undermine the spirit
with which Constitutions ought to be adopied.

Ms. Kumnaratlunga has already signalled tha
she is willing 1o risk a ot on her constitutional
package and that she may 1y to sel the agenda
of the election over the UNT's betrayal over
this, Few, cven among her detractors, disagree
that it was a bold initiative and one puat for-
ward at the cost of some polilical risk, Iaving
sutfered a loss over the Bill, the political stakes
are going to be higher at the parliamentary
election which many, such as Dr. P, Saravana-
mutya, executive director of the CPA, fear may
be even,more violent and disorderly than be-

fore, /

—
e
o -
£
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With this Bill having gone the way of the
Cansiitutional mre. the options before the PA
Government - assuming il wins the election -
has the choice between trying to muster a two-
thirds majority or seuling for a simple onc.
The former approach will require some mod-
ifications in rhe aborted drafi Constitutional
Bill but it may be the more prudent one for
amny Government o tike.

Ma. Kiamaratungn has reason 1o feel frus-
trated by 1the UNP's shitting positions on the
Bill but the seareh for @ difficult consensus is a
more pradent approach than an easy but un-
justifiable stratagem o push the Bill through.
Referring to the closwre ol the political gap on
the Bill, the UNP's nwoderate and articulate
Mr, Milinda Moregoda urges that the aborted
process s treated as an small intermption as
not as a final brexakdown. But how many peo-
ple in his purty and on the other side of the
political divide are genuinely prepared to see
it this way?

Corctiided)
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Sri Lankan Parliament dissolved

By Nirupama Subramanian HD~

COLOMBO, AUG. 18. The Sri Lankan Government today
snnounced the dissolution of Parliament and said
general elecucns would be hald on October 10. The
President, Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga, passed the
vrder far the dissolution of the 225-seat House frem
inidnight on ¥riday, a Government statement said.
[ts six-year term was due o end nexl week,

I'he stage is set for a political batde between the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party-led People’s Alliance (PA)
coalition, and the opposition United National Party
fLUNPI on the twin themes ol peace and the cost of
living.

The PA will set the pace on the first. telling voters
that its efforts ro bring about & political settlerment
through a devolution package o resolve the ethnic

i conilict were blocked by the UNP in Parliamenl. The

i Opposition will use the spiralling prices of essential
i comimodities to accuse the Government of econom-

ic mismanagement.
With security restrictions on Ms, Kumaratunga's

movements. the SLFP campaign would be led by the

Prime Minister, Mr. Ratnasiti Wickramanayke, an

old seidier of the party, along with the new gencral
secretary, Mr. S, B. Dissanayake.,

The UNP feader, Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe, is ex-
pected (o lead his party’s campaign., = *

“The PA will make its peace package the mair,
election issue, the UNP will tocus on cost of livi:
but for the Tamils, it will be » solution to the war
said Mr. Dhamalingam Sithadthan, leader of i
People's Liberation Organisation of Tamil Eelar:.

Unlike in the Presidential election, whichi is a one
to-one contest, the SLTT and the UNT must concen
trate on the majority Sinhala community. The can:
paign, thus, would witness the two parties vying with:
each other to prove who has the better Sinhala < re
dentials. With the recentlv-formed hardline Sinha
group. the Sihala Urumaya, accorded official sta
the SLFP and the UNP will be under greater pressure,
The nominations process will begin on August 25
and continue (ll September 4, after which the cown-
paign wiil officially begin.

A new Parliament, with 2% neminated mentboers
will convene on Qciober |

e
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~ "XTTE shadow over
| ,b ¢ 3ri Lankan elections

ama Hubramdnmn

J19. Like every other
election in Sridlanka’s recent his-
tory. the Octaber 10 general eler
tinns oo will Be fought under the
long shadow of the Liberation 1i-
vers of Tamil efam.

Without ever contesting, the
VTTE has often used elections 1o
further its agenda by trying to in-
direetly influence the owtcome
through a combination of military
and political strategies as well as
ferror tactics.

In the 1994 elections, the LTTE,
then in total control of the Jaffna
peninsula and running a de thcte
Lelam, mocked at the whole proc-
eys by ensuaring that anly 2,497 per
cent of the nearfy BU3.000 vlecto-
vate in the district, wrned out on
clection day. Though faftha bhas
since slipped out of its hands, the
recent military victories in o the
peninsula will ensure that electio-
necring in the district is jow-key,

Cerzain parts of the peninsuln,
which are back with the LTTE. will
he no-go arcas for the contesting
political partics, and the large
scale displacement ol civilians
due to the fighting wounld trn the

o abready outdated clectorad regis-
" ters upside dovwn.

Analysts feel than the T17TE may
aim ' grab the peninsula abhead
ol the clections. Jafing is now in a
delicate stalemate between the
LTTE and Government  troops,
butif the LTTE manages 1o break
i, the Government could face se-
vere embarrassment at the polls.

The month before the 1999
presidential elections saw a series
af suvcessful LITE atracks on mil-
itary  positions i northern Sri
Lanka. A former Anny general de-
seribed the tension of the days be-
fore the election as the security
forces tried w stave off an attack
on the Elephant Pass, which tinal-
Iv fell five months later.

The LTTEs military campaign
mare or less set the agenda for the
presidential  election, and  Ms,
Chandrika  Kumaratunga,  rua-
ning fur a sccond erm, had wo
push her way out of a politically
damaging situation by fafling
back on @ hardline Sinhala posi-
tion. That, in twm, was reflected
in the dramaiic fall in her pop-
ularity among Tamil voters.

My, Kamaratunga's diminished
Famil suppoert base in 1999 also
had o 1ot to do with a sustained
campaign by the LUOVE against her
in the notth-cast imainiv in Bati-
caloa, where people were threat-
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ened with dire consequuenues i
thes voted for hey.

Iowever, the main concern is
wilth regard o lite, and the deci-
mnated ranks of the cotnin's po-
tical leadership will have 1o
balance the desire o go all out w
wint with the desite 1o live.

The LTS nlan o ensure that
Mso Kmnaratungs would oy re-
trn for @ second term backfired
when a suivide bomber sent to as.
sassinate her on the eve ol the
1999 presidential elections, nar
rowly missed. But others were less
foruinate, In the 1994 presidensia
clection, the LTTE had sucvecded
N assassinating the United Na
tional Panv’s candidate, Mr. Ga
mini - Dissanivake,  then Ms
Kumaratungil's main opponent.

since the atempt oo her dife,
My, Kumaratunga's  public ap
pearances have been kepr 1o a
mintmun, I the 1994 parfismen-
tary  vlections,  her  charisma
pulled voles for the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party-led Peaple - Alle-
ance (PAS, But rthis dme, hemimed
in by security restrictions, the
PA’S star-campaigines w il ot play
an active role v the campaigi

[ that sense, the LTTE Das ol
ready begun to play a role in this
etectian.
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Ranil confident of consensus

P K. Balachanddran
Colombo, At{ﬁust 20

r‘{\: ;
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LEADER OF the Oppositio
United National Party (UNP)
Ranil Wickremesinghe has said
that an "intelligent” leader can
bring about an understanding
between the apparently irreconcil-
able Tamil Tiger (LTTE) rebels
and the Buddhist Maha Sangha
and that be is confident of bringing
about such an understanding if
voted to power in the October 10
Sri Lankan Parliamentary elec-
tions.

"If you are an intelligent leader,
you can do it. [ think [ can do it,”
he told the media here today. The
LTTE wants much more autonomy
than the Sri Lankan Government
has offered, and the Maha Sangha
considers what has been offered to
be toc much, making the people

- wonder if the UNP's demand that
" both be taken into confidence is
only a clever means to scuttle
efforts to solve the ethnic conflict.

3 Chetaks for
Lankan Navy

INDIA IS in the process of sup-
plying three Chetak helicopters
to the Sri Lankan Navy's new air
arm, The Sunday Island newspa-
per reported today.

The choppers ate to be part of
the facilities on board a Sukanya
class Ocean Patrol Vessel
{OPV), which India is now retro-
fitting for delivery to the Sri
Lankan Navy.

“The Chetak carries a crew of
itwo pilots, with room for up to
five passengers. This capability
will make it useful for other
tasks such as casualty evalua-
tion,” the paper said.

HTC, Colombo

But Mr Wickremesinghe's con-
tention is that a national consensus
is both imperative and possible, if

sought intelligently.

On the ruling Pecoples' Alliances’
(PA's) decision to convert the next
Parliament mto a Constitutional
Assembly (CA) and ger #s unilat-
eral constitution passed with a sim-
ple majority, Mr Wickremesinghe
said that it would be an "fllegal" act
because the present constitution
had prescribed a way to change the
constitution. Even the Supreme
Court had ruled that a two-thirds
majority was needed. The 1972
and 1978 Constitution wete passed
with more than two-thirds majori-

1y
The UNP leader justified his

party’s decision to scuttle the gov-
ernment's constitutional proposals
in Partiament by saying that the
government had not given in on
the guestion of limiting the term of
the transitional Executive
Presidency and had not stuck to its
promise of discussing the draft
with the Maha Sangha, the LI'TE
and the Tamil parties before
tabling it in Parliament.

"We were not drafting a party
constitution, but a national consti-
tution," he pointed out.

Mr Wickremesinghe said that he
was asking the voters to reject the
ruling party because President
Chandrika Kumaratunga had
declared that the constitution
should be torn to bits. Giving proof
of the PA's violent tendency, he
alleged that on Saturday, a Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (TVP) worker
was killed in Colombo by men
allegedly owing aliegiance to
Minister S. B. Dissanayake. "This
is the election’s first victim," the
UNP chief noted.

On the allegation that as minister
in the late 80s, he had ordered the
torture and kithog of political per-
sons in the guise of tackling JVP
insurgency, Mr Wickremesinghe
said that the affidavit presented by
SSP Douglas Peiris was doctored.
Mr Peiris was specially brought
from Madras to malign him and his
party ahead of the elections, Mr
Wickremesinghe charged.
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A LEGISTATIVE POLL is rarely a defining event
under any system of executive presidency. How-
ever, Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga, quite an in-
novative  President  of  Sri Lanka, whose
Parliament has now been dissolved in the normal
course for the purpose of a fresh general election,
seems Lo be Tooking for a mandate with a4 mess-
age. She had already hinted, ahead of the an-
nouncememnt of dissolution on August 18, that
expert legal advice had been obtained by her Gov-
ernment on the highly controversial option of
transforming the prospective new Partiament in-
to a ‘constitutent assembly’ for the passage of an
already-crafted basic statute. However, it was not
withouwt significance that she had also, by and
large,/kept the operative legal counsel to herself,
except to the extent of her reported comment that
a siinple majority would suffice tor the approval
of A new constitution by a (hypothetical) parlia-
ni-turned-constituent- assembly. The inevita-
e impression, therefore, is  that  Ms.
umaratunga appears intent on sending a strong
olitical signal to the electorate in this regard
without really going the whole hog ar this mo-
ment at least. In her transparent calculus, the
constitutional retorm bill, which her administra-
tion was forced to shield from a feared fatal vote
in the now-disbanded Parliament, can perhaps be
given a new lease oflife on the floor of a ‘constitu-
ent assembly’. But, quite apart from her seeming-
ly confident assumption that her People's
Alliance will comfortably win the general election,
scheduled for October 10, she knows that the le-
gality and, more importantly, the political legid-
macy of a short route to constitiational reform
should be fool-proof. Now, this critical aspect is
still highly contentious, whatever be the Hima-
lavan hurdles which she, in her own reckoning,
might have so far laced on this path.

By definition, any constitutional reform
process in the contemporary S1i Lankan context is
primarily a device to address, as satistactorily as
possible, an intractable political-ethnic crisis.
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Ciiven the wssle between the majoritarian Sinha-
la-supremacist tendencies and the reactionary
passions with a devastating potency from a singu-
lar minority outfit, any new constitutional archi-
tecture must be acceptable to all sides. While the
President is convinced that she has been able 1o
evolve the necessary critical mass {in a positive
sense of the term) for precisely such reforms, the
opposition United National Party, mainly of Sin-
hala orientation, is still keeping itself and the
Government guessing on this count. [t is in this
context that Ms. Kumaratunga will need (¢ mea-
sure her steps as she begins to figure out how far
the planned parliamentary poll could be canvert-
ed into a referendum on the constitutional pack-
age on view. For ohvious reasons of presidentiai
security and the weighted importance of a parlia-
mentary poll, she cannot also strain her political
resolve beyond a point, given her assessment too
that she had already received a mandate lor a
political solution of the fundamental question in
several previous elections. \\ q\

Disagreeing with those seen o e pressing
for a decisive military solution to the phenomenal
menadce trom the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam, Ms. Kumaratunga has reportedly argued that
a (presumplive) victory in the battlefield wouid
stilt necessitate a political formula for addressing
the primary issue concerning the rights of the
Tamil population. Otherwise, in her view, “anoth-
er (Mr.) Prabhakaran” could well emerge in such
a scenario. A seeming platitude of this order is not
without its political meaning, and it remains to be
seen how the UNP leader, Mr. Ranil Wickremes-
inghe, and his political seul-mates will respond to
this aspect of the President’s parliamentary calcu-
lations. The economic situation and the cost of
living, in particular, can ol course be a relatively
obvicus agenda for the Opposition, despite the
latest emergence of a radical Sinhala outfit in the
name and style of Sihala Urumaya. But the overall
mood of the campaign may depend considerably
on the tactics of the new Prime Minister, Mr Rat-
nasiri Wickramanayke, too.
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O Igader has striven as
valiantly to do justice to
the Tamil minority in

Sri Lanka as President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga has ever
since she was voled to pewer in
1994 as Prime Minister. She
made two pledges. First, to dis-
mantle President Julius Jaya-

| wardene’s presidential system,
. embodied in his 1978 Consti-

tution and replace it with one
based on the parliamentary
model. The other was to settle
the Tamil issue by parleys with
the LTTE and others.

Through no fault of hers, suc-
cess has eluded her. The LTTE,

By AG NOORAN

get the new Constitution to be
adopted by a bare majority.
The suggestion is cynical and
self-destructive. Bare majori-
ties do not respect minorities.
The Constituent Assembly
would be an “extra-constitu-
tional” body as the scholar,
Rohan Edirisinghe, has pointed
out. The Supreme Court iz cer-
tain to strike it down as void.
Constitutional amendments
need a two-thirds vote and rati-
fication in a referendum. This
suggestion was made by the
President herself in an-inter-

the Constitution shall be
deemed to hive been elected by
Parliament as the First Presi-
dent under this Clanstiiuticon
and shall, unless the President
earlier vacates office .. hole
office for a period of six veais
calculated from 22 December
19597,

Incongruity degenerates inio
gross absurdity in the next
Clause: “{b) The first President
shall, notwithstanding, the
appeintment of a Prime Minis-
ter under this Constitution,
exercise, perform and dis-
charge, the powers, duties and
functions conferred or imposed

encouraged by friends
abroad, not excluding

mood to accept anything
less than independence,
But on the first, she has
cynically backtracked.
The President has re-

o 0

- on, or assigned to, the

- i President by this Consti-
1 tution as well as the pow-
ers, duties and functions
| conferred or imposed on
4 or assigned to the Prime
Minister under this Cons-
titutien, and the Prime
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//Non-issues to the fore

AFTER THE S8ri Lankan Government's failure to mobilise
support for the proposals to amend the Sri Lankan
Constitution in Parliament before the House was dissolved, it
would have appeared logical that the question of amendment
would push evervthing clse to the background during the
run-up to the October 10 elections. What has been happening
instead is that alf the partics are trving to obfuscate the issue
by raising a variety of secondary concerns, While President
Chandrika Kumaratunga had taken a principled stand on
the need to get the devolution package passed in un attempt
to resolve the ethnic issue, she appears less certain about
the extent to which the Opposition will be able to exploit
the matter to turn the majority Sinhalese voters against
her. The fact that the Buddhist clergy has been uncompromis-
ing in their opposition to the devolution proposals has
not made her job any easier, &\I@

Even carlier, demanstrations of inNeéxibility by the*Sighalese
parties, especially the Buddhist Mahasangha, has abortdd any |
chance of a resolution of the ongoing conflict whenever suck an
opportunity presented itself. That is not to suggest that
main Opposition party, UNP, is on any surer ground. its las
minute decision to back out of its commitment to support the
constitutional amendment was indicative of its own fears while
the parliamentary elections were round the corner. The result
is that the level of debate in an election in which issues should
have been clearly defined and lines clearly drawn has actually
got mired in all kinds of non-issues,

Mrs Kumaratunga's attempts to rake up cases against her
main political rival, Ranil Wickramasinghe, over acts allegedly
committed by the UNP Government during its para-military
campaign against the JVP rebels a decade earlier, is liable to be
seen more as a step motivated by electoral considerations than
as one inspired by a sense of justice. It is not surprising that her
pioy has not earned her friends among the JVP either, who
have accused the ruling party of involvement in the murder of
one of its workers engaged in electoral work. All this promises
an election in which the issues have not only been getting
murkier but also have little to do with the grave threat posed
by the LTTE facing the country.

* ] 1
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NP leader’s defection

boost to Chandrika’s p:

gl

P K Balachanddran
Colombo August 30

Kumaratunga's Peoples’

Alliance (PA) got a further
boost ahead of the Oct 10 parlia-
mentary elections when a United
National Party (UNP) leader and
member of the dissolved parlia-
ment Sarath Kongahage resigned
from it on Tuesday accusing the
party leadership of being in
cahoots with the LTTE.

"You have advocated a very
lenient policy towards the fascist
LTTE murderers, who killed
President Premadasa. other lead-
ers of the country and simple civil-
fans, T could never approve of your
actions in this regard.

It is clear to me that anti-LTTE
altitudes apparent in my specches
in parliament during the past five
vears. you have viewed with dis-
favour, considering these state-
ments as being against you and a
certain section of the party.” Mr

PRESIDENT CHANDRIKA

Kongahage said in his resignation
letter addressed to UNP chief
Ranil Wickremesinghe,

Mr Kongahage told  The
Hindustan Times that a section of
the  party, including  Mr
Wickremesinghe, bad  acted
according to the dictates of the
LTTE on Mrs Kumaratunga's
devolution package.

The devolution package and the
consensus secking provess initat-
ed by President Kumaratunga had
given the country the first real
chance to find & solution to the
ethnic question, Mr Kongahage
said. The UNP had ditched her
afier agrecing to 95 per cent of the
package, he pointed out.

The PA acquired further clout on
Tuesday when Mrs  Srimani
Athulathmudali of the Lalith Front
{a breakaway group of the UNP)
re-hitched her party to the PA after
a period of cstrangement. A dis-
trict court order barring the Suresh
Premachandran faction of the
Eelam Peoples’ Revolutionary

a |
ty

Liberation Front (EPRLIE) from
filing nominations 6ll Sepu |
when the deadline for filing nomi-
nations had been set tor Septd, o
also going (o help the PA because
Mr Premachandran s anti-PA
while his rival A
Varatharagaperumal 1s pro-PA.

The Cevlon Workers' Congress
{CW(a party of Indian Chrigin
Tamils, has split into pro-PA and
pro-UNP factions.

The dominant laction icd by M-
Arumugam Thondaman would by
supperting the PA in all regions
cxeept the Central provinces and
Colombao,

The Catholic Bishops
Conference (CBC), an influential
body among the Catholics. has
thrown {15 weight behind M
Kumaratunga on the guestion of
devolution.

Its call for "sufficient devolution
of poelitical power ta all the
regions. while maintaining the
unity and integrity of Sp Lanka.” i«
right up Mrs Kumuaratungi's street.
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/ljevblution package to be in‘,{
place --bef%&?e, July 12: Lanka-

HT Correspondent) |\ / g)LQJW

New Delhi, July 5

THE SRI Lankan Government
plans to push its devolution pack-
age through the Parliament before
its scheduled dissolution on July
12, ahead of elections next month,
This will be done "with full support
of the Tamil mainstream political
parties,” said Mr Lakshman
Jayakody, special envoy to
President Chandrika
Kumaratunge.

He disclosed that the Norwegian
{acilitation of talks between the Sn
Lankan Government and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Elam
(LTTE) had met with no headway
till date. Norwegian special envoy,
Mr Eric Solheim, admitted ta both
Governmenss that though his talks
with the LI'TE were at a "delicate
stage”, he could not foresee any
chance of the underground organi-
sation coming to the table in the
near future.

"However, we are confident that
the political pracess can yvietd suc-
cess. The country is tired of war
and everybody wants peace,” Mr
Jayakody, who 15 minister for
Culture and Religious Affairs in
the Kumaratunge cabinet, said. He
however did not comment on the
anti-foreign intervention (India)
stand taken by the Buddhist clergy
of the country. [#his Aswant Singh, Proien Prakash Siegh
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People’s Alliance concludes,,

T
By Nirupama Subramanian

COLOMEQD, JULY 7. Sri Tanka's raling
Penple’s Alliance (PA) and the op-
position United National Party
(UNP) today conciuded talks on
the proposed constitutional re-
forms with a4 historic agreement
on a draft document that will now
be presented to the Tamil politi-

i c¢al parties for their concurrence,

“The talks conciuded on an ex-
remely happy note. Both the
President and the Leader of the
Opposition feet it is a historic
achievement and they tecl they
have laid the foundation for a new
chapter,” Mr. M.H.M. Ashraif,
Teader of the Sri Lanka Muslim
Congress (SLMC), who was pre-
sent at the talks as a coalidon
partner of the People’s Alliance,
said.

Huwever, an outstanding issue
that remains to be resolved be-
tween the two sides 15 about the
transitional provisions to the new
Constitution. The PA wants to re-
tain  the exccwlive presidency
while the UNP wants it to he
scrapped immediately.

“The UNP has told us they will

talks with UNP

get back to us on this issue,” Mr.
Ashraff said. The PA is keen on
tabling the reforims before the
term of this Parliament expires on
August 24, The Government plans
to seek a direction from the Su-
preme Court on whether a na-
tional referendum held on the
new Constitution after the disso-
lution of the present Parliament
will be legally hinding after a new
house is clected.

Before the two delegations met
today, agreement bhad already
heen reached on the more con-
roversial aspects of the proposed
reforms, particularly those deatl-
ing with develution of power ta

g .~
e

the Tamil aitd Mustim minorities.

The PA and UNP have agreed wo
set up an interim councit to ad-
minister north-eastern Sri Lanka
for a maximurn of Five vears after
which a referendum will be heid
to decide whether the two prov-
inces will merge or separate.

An agreement was also reached
that 5ri Lanka would be known as
a republic comprising a Centre |
and regions, instead of the unitary
State that it is now,

It is expected that the PA will
table the new docurnent before
the end of this month seeking the
support of two-thirds of Parlia
ment for it.

v
("

‘Historic feat’

cOLOMBO JULY 7. The Sri Lankan President, Ms. Chandrika Kumara-
tunga, speaking briefly over the national television tonight, said she
had successfully completed a “historic feat’” to achieve a broad con-
sensus on formulation of a new draft Constitution which promises 1o
grant autonomy to the Tamil dominated north and eastern province.
“We have been able to start a new chapter and we have been able to

work out an agreement,” she said.

In his brief comments over the same television, the UNFP leader, Mr.
Ranil Wickramasinghe said the two of them discussed devolution of

powers in order to avoid division of the couniry. — PT1
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By Nirupama Subramanian

COLOMBO, JuLY 7. The defection of
the senttor parliamentarian, Mr
Ronnie de Mel, from the United
National Party ((INF} 1o the ruling
People’s Alliance (PA) has once
again turned the spotlight on the
crisis within 5S¢ Lanka's main Op-
position party.

Mr. De Mel vesterday vored
with the Government on a fmotiaon
to extend the Emergency for an-
other month. The cross-over had
heen expected for many months
and it is being speculated that at
Yeast six or seven more NP MPs
may seon tollow him.

While Mr. De Mel's departure
by itself may not make a signif-
fcant impact on the UNP because
of his reputation as & habitual
“nole-vaulter” — he has switched
between the (two parties three
titmes so tar —, political analysts
say it points to a deeper malaise
within the party.

“Such defections are normal
just before an ¢lection, bur the
problem for the UNP is thar it i«
becoming a one-way sireet. Peo-
ple are going away, but no one is

coming in,” said Mr. Sinha Rat-
natunga, editor of the weekly,
Sunday Tim

"It bails do. Rani! Wick-

temsinghe’s [leadership. It's so
weak and lacklustre, there is no
magic in it he said.

But the UNP has no alternative
leadership either, with the LTTE
having eliminated the party's
heavyweights.

Mr, De Mel is the seventh par-
llamentarian to part ways with
the UNP since last November.
Five MPs decided to align them-
selves with the PA shortly before
the Presidential polls fast Decem-
ber. Tatking to the local media,
Mr. De Mel said the UNP was in
“complete disarray”, “The UNP iy
going down the slope tw destruc-
tion, " the 75-year-old parjiamen-
tarian told The fsland.

Specitically, many UNP mem-
bers say the party feadership mis-
handled the issue of ethnic
conflict.

Its game of one-upmanship on
the Government’'s devolution
proposals might have gone down
well with the party had it proved
to be a vote-winner. That did not
happen, with the UNP losing the
local government, provincial gov-
ernment and presidential elec-
tions, alt itt a raw.

Much to the dismay of its menr-
bers, the leadership only secmed

2 he painting itself inte - corner

. - Spotllght on UNP crisis

5

with every inove it made. Fidst,
oppuosed the devolutio pd(,kdg,c
and called for 1alks with¥he L1VE,
but got labeled as a fellow-1rav-
eller of the separatist group.

Then it agreed to sit in ralks 1o .
reach agreement on the proposals
when it seemed as i the party ¢
mighti split on the issue. it ex- |
posed the fact that the UNP was
playing with limited opiions.

While there has heen tremnen-
dous iternational pressure on
the UNP o forge a bipartisan po-
litical solution to the contlict,
there is also pressure trom within
the party not 1o go along with the
Government ahead of the general
clection. “There is an expectation
from the UNP in India and else-
where, and if we back out of the
process uow, it will not go down
well inernativoally. We are well
and truiy trapped,” said a pardia-
mentarian who participated in
the constitutional referms cone
suitations.

1t is being predicted that in s
present shape, the UNP will find
the going tough in the general
clection due before the first week
of November, even though there
is much discontent against the
Government because of the e
cent price hikes of caser faks.




andrika-Ranil devolution
plan runs into Tamil wall

years and the extent OM

20

COLOMBO, July 8. — Mrd
Chandrika Kumaratunga and
the Opposition United National
Party leader, Mr Ranil Wickra-
mansinghe, yesterday reached
a broad jagreement on self-rule
and a new draft constitution
that will give wider powers to
the Tamils; but the plan ran
into trouble today with a Tamil
party rejecting it.

The Tamil United Liberation
Front, while rejected the agree-
ment, called it a “setback” to
Tamil aspirations for greater
political autonomy.

The LTTE has already reject-
ed the devolution of power pro-
posal.

The President and the UNP
leader, however, couldn’t agree
on the transitory provisions to
shift from the presidential to
parlismentary democracy.

The two leaders ended their
nine-week-long talks {ast night
with the broad agreement on
powers to be devolved to
regions but differed on the
modalities to get it ratified by
Parliament.

Later, Mrs Kumaratunga told
the national television that the
agreement was “a very historic
accasion and I trust this will be

PTI & UNI

QA >ghe- forerunner to the peace i gx
-this country.”

Mr Wickramasinghe said;
“We in the UNP will do what-
ever possible to help bring
peace to Sri Lanka within a

Mrs Chandrika Kumaratunga

united country with more pow-
ers devolved to the regions.”
The two leaders agreed on the
unit of devolution to the Tamil-
dominated north-eastern
province, constitution of inter-
im council to run it for five

K

Tiial

to be devolved to administer it.

They also agreed to set up
independent commissions for
election, police, public service
and judiciary.

To attain legal status,
the Constitution has to be rati-
fied by the Parliament with
two-thirds majority followed by
an approval vote in a referen-
dum.

UNP leaders argued the
Constitution can’t be ratified
by the present Parliament as
its term ends on 24 August.

Officials said the President
would refer the approved draft
1o the Supreme Court and also
moderate Tamil parties before
submitting it to the Par-
liament.

On the transitory provisions,

UNP sources said Mrs
Kumaratunga proposed to
retain the powers of presidency
for the rest of her six-year

term., |
The UNP, however, wanted
her to relinquish the presiden- l

cy immediately after the next
round of Parliament polls
scheduled to be held in October

this year. |
The two leaders have agreed |
to meet at a later date vo dis- |
cuss the issue again. |
1
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By Nivupama Subramanian

" zoLomBo, ULy 10. The Sri Lankan
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President, Ms. Chandrika Kuma-
ratunga, told European Union
ambassadors and the head of the
Luropean Commission here to-
day (hat she intended tabling the
constitutional reforms package in
Parliament early next month.

She also said that Sei Lanka was
ready 1o talk to the LTTE anytime.
“{Shey stressed that in respect of
the LTTE, the door remains open.
The Government continues (o be
ready to offer for discussions (o
the LTTE the consensus that has
evolved  through  consultations
amaongst all other parties,” a
statement from the Presidential
Secretarial said.

Member-states of the EU, are
important to Sri Lanka as they ac-

count for a significant chunk of

financial aid that it receives.

In the past, some members
were critical of the Government's
approach to the ethnic conlflict,
especially its pursuit of the war
against the UTTE which has had
consegquences for these countrics.,

Lhe recent agreement between
Te ruling People’s Alliance (PA]
and the Opposition UNP formed
an impartant part of the state-
ment. Ms. Kumaralunga told the
.U delegation that “on the hasis
0f these consulsations whicly had
Lheen preceded by discussions
within the PA and thereafter with
the Tamil parties, the Govern-
ment intends 1o present its pro-

oy
e
[ PN

PacRa7ge by Aug.,
“\* says Chandrika“,

Nerpld
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posals for L(matlllmmml reform
to Parliazment by the beginning of
next month.”

Another statement from  the
Government said the Media Min-
ister, Mr, Mangala Samaraweera,
was in the Czech Republic on a
three-day visit as Sri Lenka's spe-
cial eavoy.

He met the President, Mr. Va-
clav Havel, and thanked him “for
the understanding  shown and
support given by the Crech Re-
public in the recent past’”. 5ri
Lanka recently hought heavy
weapons from that country.



\A
W
WAy

One of the stratégic
successes of the LTTE
is that it has
managed to seli
suicide to its cadres as
something to aspire
to. NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN on
the fact and fiction
which surround
this issue.

N SOCIOLOGICAL and legal

discourse, suicide is

alternatively a crime against

saciety, the last resart or, if
you like, the last revenge of the
weak, the extreme manifestation
of human inability to cope with
life’s ups and downs. One of the
strategic successes of the LTTE
is that it has managed to sell
suicide to its cadres as
something to aspire to, a life
choice that brings the highest
honour to self, family and the
“Tamil nation”,

Earlier this month, the LTTE
observed its annual ritual
marking the death anniversary
of ity first-ever suicide cadre. On
July 5, 1987, “Captain’’ Miller of
the LTTE drove an explosives-
faden truck into an army camp
at Nelliady it Jaffuia peninsida
and with that one act, laid the
foundation for an entire cult of
martyrdam built around suicide.

Since then, the LTTE has
perfected the use of suicide as
strategy, equipping its suicide
cadres with RDX-lined Lelts or
jackets that they wear on their
bodies, and that explode art the
tug of a detonator. The vital
twist, stunning in its cynicism, is
of course that valour flaws not
just from the act of faking one’s
own fife, but simultaneously
taking the life of one more
person or several others, who
may either be chosen or
accidental targets, depending on
the circumstances of that
“supreme’’ nanosecond.

Suicide cadres of the LTTE,
hand-picked by top leaders and
known as Black Tigers, enjoy the
highest status within the group.
Stories abound of Black Tigers
invited around by LTTE leader
V. Prabhakaran for a grand last
supper before they set out on a
mission, The anpouncement by
the LTVE this year that 188
Black Tigers had died so far in
"land and sea atracks’ had
almost a note of triumph 1o it.

In essence, what the LTTE
does through events such as

Young women have been especially

susceptible to the LTTE's cult of violence.

Black Tigers” Day is celebrate
suicide, goading — abetting
would be the legal term —
cadres to take their own lives.
because suicide, as practised by
it, is a potent weapon of war.

Mourmning the Tamil
moderate, Neelan Tiruchelvam,
assassinated by a suicide
bomber a year ago, the
Adelaide-based Sci Lankan
sociologist, Mr. Michael Roberts,
wrote that while a political act
of suicide, such as self-
immolation — of which Tamil
Nadu provides many instances
— breaks the law, it is an act
that does no physical harm to
others. But the LTTE had taken
political suicide 1o a new realm.
..t 1s an instrument of state, of
terror, of cold-Blooded killing.”
he wrote,

So why do LTTE cadres allow
themselves to be geaded into
taking their own lives in order
to kiil others? It has to be more

camplex than just the romantic
notion of a suicide bomber
driven purely by a cause, which
has been offered by Indian
cinema tecently in “The
Terrorist” by Santosh Sivan, and
in Mani Ratnam's "I} Se™.

Mr. Roberts speaks of the cult
of filial piety and devation to
God among Tamils, apparent in
Sangam literature, as one
possible egpilanation for the acis
of self-immolation in Tamil
Nadu and suicide bombings by
LYTE cadres in Sri Lanka.

“You cannot get converts to a
group such as the Black Tigers
untess there is already a cultursl
hedrock on which such wtal
commitiment ¢an be hased. The
LTTE has used that,” he told
The Hindw over telephone trom
Auvstralia. 1t helped that the
LTTE's leadership was itself
totally commined to its cause,
he added.

Other explanations have been

offered. 1n a repart published
last week, the Jaffna University
Teachers' for Human Rights said
the militarisation of children
frustrates their normal
aspirations and makes “them
part of an argantsation where
becoming a suicide bomber
becomes the outlet for despair’”.

A disproportionately large
number of suicide bombers are
women, Daes that mean women
believe in causes more readily
than men? In her forthcoming
book, “Engaging Difference:
Gender and Nationality in Sri
Lanka”, the $ri fankan
academic, Ms. Neloufer de Mel,
like Mr. Roberts, places her
argumment in the context of
cultural tradition, bur with
reference to gender.

... the cult of martyrdom is
so ingrained, and the concept of
sacrifice already gendered in
that it is within the normative,
prescribed roles for women, the
female suicide bomber's choice
can be sec as already cultaraily
predetermined,” Ms. De Mel has
argued,

A play, Litled “Forbidden
Area’, staged recently in
Colotmbo portrayed sexual
frustradon as the driving force
hehind women suicide bombers,
pravoking angry response from
feminist critics. In contrast to
the portrayals in Indian cinema,
the play tried to show the
female suicide bomber us not
“anud-lonking” in the
conventional sense of the word,
infatuated by her supremo,
driven by the longing for
physical contact with him,

One critic argued thar this
was @ “trivialisation” that did
not take into account “female
agency’. By choasing to become
4 terrorist, @ woInan coming
from a traditional society feels
libgrated, emmpowered and able
to influence events.

Hawever, as Ms. D¢ Mel has
pointed aut, the discavery after
an attack in March this year in
Colombo that the explasive-
faden jackets of the suicide
cadres were wired to go off
automaticalty, has raised a
whole new set of guestions
about the motivation of Black
Tigers and how much control
they have over their actions.

In the restricted space for
vublic discourse in S Lankan
society today. the ongoing
debate on such a complex
phenomenon, that is so little
understood becavse of the
ahsence of access and the
overpowering propaganda, is
like a breath of fresh air and will
certainly help sirip the LTVE's
cult of suicide of a least sume ol
the myths that surround it
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g Devolution deal: too little for
R wwTamils, too much for Sinhalese

By Nirupama Subramanian

COLOMBO, JULY 16. A bleuk future secms to be
ahead for the People’s Alliance (PA)-United
Nationai Party (UNP) agreement on devolu-
tion with the Tamils calling it a denial of their
rights and Sinhalese extremists dubbing il a
sellout to the minorities.

All the Tamil parties have rejected the
agreement as too litde, too late. The threc
rain parties, the Tamil United Liberation
Front, the Eclam People's Democratic Party
and the People's Liberation Organisation of
Tamils that represent northeast Sri Lanka in
Parliwment, have said the draft document was
“unacceptable” because it denies the merger
of northeastern Sri Lanka and vests contral of
state land with the Centre.

According ta them, it also fails 1o clearly
specify that Sri Lanka is not a unitary state,

On lop al that, seven other Tamil parties
including the Ceylon Workers' Congress, the
Tamil Eelam Liberation Organisation and the
Cetam  People’s  Revolutionary Liberation
Front issued a joint statement on Saturday de-
scribing the agreement as a “sinister design™

“The fact thar this agreement, contrary to
(our; basic stand that our homeland consist-
ing of the northeast provinee is indivisible un-
der any political settlemnent of the ethnic
contlict, contains a proposal to hold a referen-
dum in the castern province to shater the wer-

ritorial unity of eur homeland and (ensures)
that the Sri Lankan state would not shed its
unitary character, makes it crystal clear that
this agreement cannot in any way contribute
Lo the resolution of the national question,” the
joint statement declared.

It pointed out (hat e provision enabling
the Central Government to intervene in the
regions through emergency powers was “‘to-

tally contrary” to the concept of autonomy of

regions. The parties demanded that the Gov-
ernmenti stop the war and initiale negotiations
with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE).

0n the ether hand, Sinhalese extremists
are baving against the PA and the UNP for
giving away 0o much to the Tamil minority.
Reealling the ‘little now, more later’
the late Tamil leader, S.J. Chelvanayakam, the
hardline outfit, Sihala Urumava, asked in a
statement: Tl regional councils are now cs-
tablished, can anybedy of snund mind and
reasomable intelligence fail 1o realise that
those regional councils will be the linle now’
and a separate state of Tamil Lelam the ‘more
later’, and not very much later at that?”

The Sthala Urumava general scevetary, Mr.
Nihal Karunaratne, slammed both the Presi-
dent, Ms, Chandrika Kumaratunga, and the
Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe, for not consuiting the Buddhist
clergy of the country on the agrecd proposals.
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palicy of

“Why s it thae the end resull of the conspir-
acy between the PA and UNP tofahdicate the
powers of Parliement and divide this country
is being commmivared only to racist Tamil
parties and not t any other party or segment
of the populace incliding the Maha Sangha to
which both these partics are ever ready o pay
homage in front of caomeras,” Mr, Karunaratne
wondered.

It was evident that "new-found partner-
ship™ between the President and the Leader of
the Oppositien was a plan 10 keep the draft
dacument a4 seovet and “foist it as a faif gc-
enimnpli on the people. Mo Kartnarme fumed.

Swnming up the political noise that the
agreement has created, the Sunday Tintes said
different political players in the exercise had
widely varying vxpectations from it

“The hurried consultations that the Presi-
dent has had with the leaders of Tamil parties
indicate that she is in o desperate hurry to
show (e Tt consttuency that she is mak-
ing certain ‘concessions’ an their behalf. Ranit
Wickremesinghe, on the other hand, lives in
the hope that the combined forees of the Ta-
mil partics and Sinhala interests spearheaded
by the Maha Sangha will cancet each other
out, bringing the whole political exercise con-
verning the package 1o a hall,” the newspaper
said in an cditarial today,
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~Lanka pollls in Nov under new Constitution \

P K Balachanddran
Colomba, July 17

w7

l“‘\LECTIONS FOR the Srii Lankan

Parliament would be held it the first

week of Novemiber this vear arid under a
new Constitution, President Mrs (Thandrika
Kumaratunga said herc on Sunday.

Most political leaders considey this an impos-
sible task given the shortage of time, bt at least
one  political commentator, Dr B
Saravanamuttu, Dircctor of Centre for Policy
Alternatives, felt that the President could be
posturing to get the opposition UNI” and the
Tamil parties to hurry up and come to a consen-
sus, on the plea that time was running out.

Apparcntly under instruction from the
Presidential Secretariat, the state own ed "Daily
News" carried a front page story toda'y quoting
the President as teiling the couniry’s top
bureaucrats that the general elections wauld be
held after passing the new Constitutionn.

Later, at a meeting of organisers of t he ruling
Peoples’ Alliance (PA) from some patis of the

country, Mrs Kumaratunga said that the elec-
tions would be held in the first week of
Movember.

She said that she would go in for elections
only after strenpthening the democratic institu-
tions in the countty and rectifying the priev-
ances of the Tamil minority. These have been
interpreted here to mean that the polls would
be held under a new Constitution, now in the

-making.

" Determined to give a good devolution pack-
age for the Tamil minority against all odds, Mrs
Kumaratunga said: "There would be no country
for anyone if onlv the Sinhalese were protected.
Come what may, we are committed to the
cause.” .

Mrs Kumaratunga had alfready announced
that the present Parliament would be dissolved
as scheduled on August 24, This means that the
process of inter-party consultations on the draft
Constitution, its legal vesting by draftsmen, its
placing on the table of the House, the discus-
sion on it, its securing a two-thirds majority in a
vote, and the mandatory holding of a referen-
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dum on it, will all have to be over and done with
by August 24. "She can't go through the process
in view of the shortage of time,” said Mr Mavai
Senathirajah, TULF MP

Mr Douglas Devananda MP and Secretary
General of EPDP, also felt that time was 100
short. Mr 5. Thavarajah EPDP MP said that
while the deadhine conld be met if there was a
will to do so, the ground realities made it an
uphill task.

He said rhat the discussions with the Tamil
parties were not over vet, And once that was
over, the amendments suggested by them would
have to be discussed with the UNE

Its depials notwithstanding, the UNP had
forced the government to water down its pro-
posals. And the Tamil parties had refused to
accepr these watercd proposals, putting the
OVEInment in a tight spot.

The EPDP has proposed a tripartite meeting
between the government. UNP and the Tamil

5 R e

parties to thrash out differences ! .
to meet the UNP for a prelimina: n
have not borne t‘ruyx.’w/ .




A chance fog\ peace ..+

WITH JUST aboutla\ month ™t go for the §ri Lankan
Parliament’s current terty to be over on August 24, the Sri
Lankan Government and the Opposition are racing against
time to enact the necessary constitutional amendments that
include a devolution package for the Tamils in the north-east.
The devotution package itself, however, seems to have run into
same rough weather. The Tamil Tigers' outright rejection of
the proposals was only to be expected, It is the moderate Tamil
groups' dismay with the final package that should concern the
Sri Lankan Government. For it is these groups thar have
ultimately to sell this package to the Tamils as 2 final solution
to the ethnic conflict,

While working out a consensus on the package of constitu- |
tional amendments, the opposition Unpited National Party
(UNP) appears to have pressed for modification of some fea-
tures of the devolution package. The two Key issues on which
the dispensation as offered in the new draft now appears 10
have been whittled down pertain to the permanent merger of
the northern and eastern provinces, and the devolution of the
land rights to the provincial governments, These have been the
core issues for the Tamils all through their interactions with the
Sri Lankan Government, and it would be unrealistic to expect
them to accept the modifications. And even if they did, it would
only lend credence to the LTTE line that the Tamils have been
taken for a ride vet again.

Having said that, it would be somewhat churlish on the part
of the Tamils and other ethnic groups to raise the issue of the
position of Buddhism in the country. Buddhism has enjoyed a
certain primacy in Sri Lanka, but so far as the state is con-
cerned, much of it in practice is of a nominal character. What
is important is that the state does not discriminate on the basis
of religion, and the freedom of religion is generally respected.
However, the issue is so sensitive in the Sri Lankan context that
it alone is capable of derailing the whole process of working out
a durable solution to the ethnic tangle. The other ethnic groups
should not, therefore, discover these new issues, nor should the
opposition UNP act fussy and upset the devolution apple-cart
in mid-course. All parties concerned should realise that this is
a historic opportunity to put aside a rancorous past and turn a
blood-stained page in Sri Lanka’s history.
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Sri Lanka faces
Tamil wrath © )
on Constltutlo

By Ramel Soarva

Coiombo,  July 23 Presidewt
Chandnka Komaratunga’s winbi-
bous drafi Constituion, wted us
the  slimae  panacez o 5n
Laika's long ethnic war, seems
doumed unless she can quickly
pull  tagether  diverzent  pubiic
RO,

The Tumils call the draft a deniw
al their poﬁ‘iuﬂ asprrations and
e mdmm\ Sinhaicse Hu\_dn'sta
san s o sell out to minorites

The constitutional reforms wins
e devolve powers to the sland's
regicos. inciuding one  admins-
tered by Tamils, in an effon w
wean  the nminorilty  awdy  from
Tami) Viger rebels buutling for a
seprarate hameband in the nonh and
cast since 1983

Wi ahe past month o Ms
Kotnaralenga's  government s
pariaily sgceeeded in getunyg the
main Oopositon Untied Nutioual
Paty woaawes o mony ol the
Jrid s nekhabh ssuee

But there are sull o s croactad
preces missing before the poiitaal
aw ean b mple SETI
ro1, there are the hordline Sin-
Baby nafiopalist grovps and e
Bustdhnst maonks whis wicld vone
.«rd\k:\zh!g influenee i S Lanha
T per cont of whese people Tol-
low Buddhismn,

With gencia! clections c!uc iher
August. the parormaent cannol
dﬂm‘d o have ’l'\LILlllllLd NGRS

Vite Bands, The monks say the
oy Cowstitution. witch atms o
ey St Loanka to 2 tederal state.
docs nol give o prime place W
Buddinem

And the government’y ellorts o
cominee them hane wvieided vo
rostdls. (Rengerd

Statute talks
heading for
a deadlock

Coltbo, July 23 Discussions
on  propuscd  constitutiooad
reforms aimed at ending the eth-
nic erisis i Sri Lanka are head-
ing for a crisis amid protests
from  Buddhist monks  and
minority Tamils and rhe with-
drawal of {be feader of the
Opposition,  political sonrees
said on Suaday,

Buddhist clergy informed the
governingst of their opposition
to the proposed reforms, which
fhe ruling People’s Aliance was
phmning 1o intredace i the
Parliament on Auvgust 8.

The Buddhist monks' protest
came fess than 24 hours after
fwo main Famil parties reiterat-
ed that they could nowaccept the
proposed reforms as they did
not pieet the teeds of the minag-
ity Tomils,

The sovernment s making a
desperate attempl 16 push
throuply  the  constitutionad
reforms before the parlianwen-
Lavs jesnn oo Jate pext mentl,

Lriapoing otk brtween the rud-
ing I'A zndd the tanin Oppesition
United Natienal Parts saffered
treic biggest biow on Friday
when  the  Opposthian deader,
Ranid Wicknumasinghe, sabko
o,

Mr Wickramasinghe withdrew
on the grounds that the stute
media were making an atiemut
o (ink him with the ool
vibels, (OPA;
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Sri Lanka editors want
censorship removed " .

By Cumistine JAvASINGHE

Colombe, July 23: 51 Lankan
editors have called for the removal
ol censorship ahead of the parlia-
mentary clection, campaigning for
which 1s expected to get increas-
ingly acrimonious.

At a meeting with editors, gov-
ernment censor Ariva Rubasinghe
wiy bombarded with requests for
the curbs on lacal media to be lift-
cd. saving it was not in the pation-
al imerest, the Ivland newspaper
said on Tuesday.

The meeting hetween Mr Rubas-
inghe and the cditors was called
tollowing a Supreme Court order
on a petition fited by 10 newspaper
chiefs challenging the censorship.

“The editers told Rubasinghe
that with the President (Chandnka
Kumaratun-

PRl WAR IN LANKA
geting  Into

the efection campaign, censorship
wontld be against the public inter-
esl.” the Isfand repouted.

Mr Rubasinghe replied that he
thought censorship would be hited
when the election campaign gels
officially under way, although he
did not say when that would be
Elections to the 215-seal legisia-
tre are due to be hed by early
November.

The censorship cams into force
on July [ and puts the burden of
deciding what can be printed or
hroadeast on the editors them-
seives.

Despite being given alist of pro-
hibited subicets, editors have com-
plaed that 1t 1s difficult for them
v decide what should be kept oul

ot the daily newspapers and news
builetins.

Among the taboos on reportage
are mililary operations, the con-
duct ol security persomnel, pur-
chase of arms and anything (hat
would  adversely  affect  toop
morale.

Jo a trenchant editorial, the
Istand poinfed out that “terms such
as navonal security and morale of
the troops could be used 1o cover
up shady deals in armaments and,
the like. The military canflict can-
not bz separated from the coun-
1ry’s politics or economic affairs.”

The lsland also decried what u
called the “apariheid aspect of this
censorship where the foreign press
1% exempted.”

Saving that censoring the locul
medis was advantageous to the
overn-
ment,  the
edirorial
said  with  communications a3
advanced as it 1s lodoy, 1 reduced
the censorship to the pomt of
absurdity where nationa) security
is concerned.”

The controversial muszling of
both the foreign and local media
was first introduced in early Mav
following several defeats suflered
by troops at the hands of Tamid
Tiger separatists in (he north,
However, the restraint was eased a
few weeks fater for the joreign
media. In early June, the Supreme
Court quashed the ceasor's order
of sealing (wo newspapers for six
months for having violated the
censorship. The ruling effectively
nullificd thg censorship,

{india Abrodad News Service }

- —— - -

New clashds
break out
in Jaffna

Colombo, July 25: Sri Lanka
froops and Tamil Tiger rebels
exchanged artillery and mortar
homb fire in the northern Jalina
peninsula  after  launching
attacks on each other's posi-
fions, a povernment Stutetnent
said on Tuesday.

The statement said the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Febam
rebels lannehed a mirtar bomb
attack o a forward defence line
of the Army in the Ssrswabii
area ol the peninsublr fuic on
Monday and trooeps relabiated
with artillery hre.

“Une sofdier was killed and
wwo  others  received  nainor
injuries due o the terrorist maos-
tar (ire,” the statement sid.

It sald woops moanted an
attack on Sunday vsing rocket-
propelled grenudes and newtar
hombs on UTHE diwes 50 the
Colombuthurai area, kiliing ot
least three rebeis, Colomhaihue-
vai iv o the sast of Jaffna «ity,
which fies some 440 kim north of
the capital Colombo. The Yatna
peninsula was the scenc of fierce
fighting until My uw the T UL
tried to recapiure theiv tormen
stronghold. But fighiing b
ased since then and onh spo-
radic clashes and exchunges ol
artillery and maortar  boe
have been reported, (Reusery)
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UNP ‘distancing |tself

- from reforms? <\,..

By Nirupama Subramanian

€OLOMBO, JLY 26, Alter reaching
arr agreement with the S Lankan
Government on many of the key
provisions in the proposed new
Constitution,  the  Opposition
United National Party (UNP) s
now secking to distance itseif
from the document,

Yhe party spokesman, D, Ka-
nmasena Koditnwakku, was 1o-
day quoted by local media as
saying that the party watld not
support the proposed Constite-
gon in Parlimment it the Govern-
mient tried to rush it through,

The UNP support is vital Tor the
mandatory two-thirds votes re-
quired  to pass  constitutional
amendments in Parliament.

Fireworks are expected at a cru-
cia) meeting of the UNP working
commitiee  and  parliamenmary
group  scheduled fomorrow 1o
distuss suppott for the new Con-
stitution.

The UNP members are angry
that the Government did not con-
cede the party's demand {or set-
tng up an independent election
cammission before the next gen-
eral election and instead was try-
ing o push electoral refonns to
change the present proportdonal
reprosentation system,

The party is also expected to re-
ject sunpart for a package that in-
cludes the continuation of the
Executive Presidency. The mod-
tications to the dralt suggesied
by Tamil parties will also be dis-
cussed ar tomorrow's mecting,

But besides all this, the UNP s
also concerned about the rising
voice  of  Sinhala  nationalism
againat the package. Sri Lanka's
wo most important Buddhist
priests, the heads of the Malwaite
and Asgitiva chapters of the Siam
Nikaya, have veportedly  asked
parliameniarians w vole againse
the proposed changes tothe Con-
ST,

Dr. Kodituwakku is reporied to

/’€ 3
have told a news conference ¢
the Government and Gppositign
acting on their own could n
adopt @ new Constitution that Jdad
not enjoy wider approval.

"The other sections of tha
country showdd also agree to the
Constirution. Now, even the Ta-
mil parties have rejected the pro-
posals,  The  Mabha  Sangha
{Buddhist clergy} has rejecied 01,7
Dr. Koditawakku was guoted as
saving by the daily newspaper The
Islaned.

He said the process !1E_,‘t?dil\

mare time and could not be hur-
ved through Padiament as the
Government was rying to do.

Another UNP parliamentarian,
My. John Amaratunga, was quot-
ed by the newspaper as saving the
country would head towards de-
strucdon  if  the  Government
rushed through with the reforms.

It s not yer clear if a mecting
scheduled for tomorrow hetween
the ruling People’s Alliance (PP
and the UNP wifl be beld, with the
SH Lankan Presidesit. Mes. Chan-
drika Kuwmaratunga. abroad.
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Lanka formally asks
Britain to ban LTTE"

Coiombo, July 28

SRI LANKA has formally asked
Intain to ban the rebel Liberation
Viaers of Tamil Eelam {LTTE)
=hose international headquarters
arein London, the  country's
Ioteign Ministry said today,

Foreign - Minister  Lakshman
Kadirgamar met  Peter  Hain,
furtish  Minister of State  for
Tarcign  and  Commonweslth
aftairs. vesterday and made a for-
“al request to proscribe the ITTE
wrder the new terrorism Bill of the
United Kingdom, a Ministry state-
inent said.

“T'he State Minister for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs agreed
te vongider all matiers pertaining
o the requoest made by Foreign
Mindster Kadirgamar and to main-
win a contuiuous dialogue with the
si0Lastkan aatherities,” the state-
tizeni said.

Sri Lanka has long ureed the
British Government 1o curtail the
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but it is the first time a
diplomatic request has been
to ban it.

The Foreign Ministry statement
said that the New Terrorism Law
had put in place a comprehensive
legal framework in the United
Kingdom to effectively deal with
actwvities of foreign terrorist groups
on British soil.

The LTTE have been fighting for
a separate homeland for minority
Tamils in Sri Lanka's north and east
since 1983, More than 60,00 peo-
ple have been killed in the conflict.

The LTTE was banned in India
after it was accused of using a sui-
cide bomber to assassinate former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi dur-
ing an election rally in 199%.

The United States in 1997 includ-
ed the LTTE on its list of foreign
terrorist organisations, making it
difficult for the group to raise
money there and for its members
to get visas. fReuters)




