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COLOMBO, Nov. 27. — 8ri
Lankan Prime Minister Mr
Ratnasiri  Wickremanayake
has ruled out a ceasefire with
LTTE and ridiculed foreign
peace envoys who had asked

the country to  adopt
+ experiences of other peace
processes.

Mr Wickremanayake was
quoted in the Press today
saying that he and President
Mrs Chandrika Kumaratunga
firmly believed that LTTE
must be “militarily defeated” to
have peace in the island.

In his first public appearance
after assuming duties as acting
defence minister in ahsence of
Mrs Kumaratunga whe went
abroad on Friday, he said the
Tigers wanted a truce hecause
they were weak.

In direct reference to his
meeting on Thursday with

 vigiting British junior foreign
minister Mr Peter Hain, Mr
Wickremanayake said Nort-

Mrs Kumaratunga: ‘Wants LTTE to
he defeated militarily’.

hern Ireland experience cannot
be “planied” in Sri Lanka.

“Srit Lanka cannot compare its
situation  with  that of
(northern} Ireland as Pirabh-
akaran is the embodiment of
brutality, killing even his own
comrades,” Mr  Wickrem-
anayake was quoted as saying
in the The Daily News.

He said there will be no let-up
in the military campaign aga-
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Norwegian special adviser
Erik Solheim: Efforts in vain.

secn as keen on pressing ahead
with peace talks.

His putburst against foreign
peace delegates came as the
government and the diplomatic
community here awaited a
policy speech today by Pir-
abhakaran. Pirabhakaran is
dite to make the speech as part
of his ‘Martyrs Week’ com-
memoralion of some 16,000 of
his cadres killed in fighting.



By Radha Venkatesan

CHENNAI, NOV. 25. The pro-1.TTE
activists in rthe State are
revving up once again to
blatantly celebrate the
birthday of Prabhakaran. the
leader of the banned L1TE
and the prime accused in
Rajiv Gandhi assassination
case, tomorrow and observe
the ‘Maaveerar day’ on
Monday.

Posiers featuring
Prabhakaran’'s photographs
have appeared in prominent
places in (he City including
Saidapet, Santhome and
T.Nagar, hailing the LTTE
chief on the occusion of his
birthday.

The posters, put up by a
little-known fringe outfit,
Tamil Youths Federation, near
the T.Nagar bus terminus.
unequivocally praises the
L1TE chief as the greatest
hero of the world and an epitome of
valour.

However, the posters hailing
Prabhakaran, which sprung up in various
parts of the City this mormning, do not
seem to have caught the attention of the
police yet,

Leading the pro-LfTL bandwagon in the
State is the Tamil Nationalist Movement
leader, Mr. P. Nedumaran, who has
planned a ‘Tamils awakening’ meeting on
the occasion of the "Maaveerar dav’ on
November 27 at suburban Avadi and
Thorapalkkam.

Amidst strideny criticism from the
Oppaosition parties in the State, Mr.

Postersvhall Prabhaka an S blrthday

The LTTE supremo, Prabhakaran’s birthday posters
pasted near T. Nagar bus terminus in|Chennai on

Saturday. — Photo: Vino John,
Nedumaran, a known LTTE supporier, had
undertaken a mission to the forest ps a key
emissary to negotiate with Veerapppn for
the release of Kannada actor, Mr.
Rajkumar.

Significantly, Mr. Nedumaran and fellow
emissary and another known LTTE
supporter, Mr, Kolathur Mani, will kick off
their campaign to ‘expose’ the S5TF
atrocities, at Kolathur tomorrow cqinciding
with Prabhakaran's birthday.

The LTTE commemorates Novernber 27
as ‘Maaveerar day’ in honour of it$ cadres
who died in the Eelam war.

While the Tamil Nationalist Movement
functionaries here confirmed the
‘Maaveerar day’ meetings in the Clity
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suburbs, Mr. Nedumaran
could not be contacted for
his comments as bhe was
away in Mysore to meet the
TADA detenus whose release
was one of the key demands
of Veerappan.

Though Mr. Nedumaran
has been observing the
‘Maaveerar day’ for the past
few years now, his pro-LTTE
activism has come into sharp
focus ever since the two
State Governments allowed
him to underiake the mission
to negotiate with Veerappan
and his Tamil ex{remist
associates.

Mr. Nedumaran had
planned a pro-LTTE
conference in Chidambaram
in May this year to celebrate
the Tigers’ triumph in
Elephant Pass. However, the
State Governmenti had
banned the meet and
arrested Mr,Nedumaran.

At the height of the Tigers' renewed
offensive in Sri Lanka during May this
vear, posters hailing LTTE 'victory’ had
come up prominenty in the City and the
police had taken 10 persons into custody
for allegedly pasting the posters.

The ban on LTTE was extended for a
period of two years by the Central
Governument in May this year.

Meanwhile, the police have stepped up
vigil along the Ramanathapuram coast and
armed police personnel have been posted
at all the 13 check posts in different parts
of Ramanathapuram district to prevent
possible infiltration of militants un the
‘Maaveerar day’.
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Initiative depends

P. K. Balachanddran M({f \'§ substantial dcm[un‘on,o?l(

Colombo, November 24

HE NEXT move in the
I international peace initiative
in Sri Lanka depends very
critically on LTTE chief V.
Prabhakaran's Hero's Day oration
over the Voice of Tigers radio on
November 27, The Tamil rebel
leader is expected to outline his
latest policy on war and peace. the
goal of a separate Tamil Eelam,
devolution of pewer within a unit-
ed Sri Lanka and foreign media-
tion.

The Norwegians. who represent
the Big Powers-the US, UK,
Europe and India in the interna-
tional peace bid-have made it clear
to both the warring parties that the
world wants them to sctile the
guestion peacefully through nego-
tiations, the LTTE should give up
its goal of an independent Tamil
Eelam and Sri Lanka should give

on

the Tamil Mosth East.

settle the matter peacefully,’ they
have blamed each other for pasi
failutes to find a peaceful solurion
and have continued the war. Ta

date. neither side has publically
said anything different. Hence the
cagerness with which the LTTE
supremo’s oration is awaited this
year. Depending on what he savs,
the Sri Lankan Government will
formuldte its policy and the inter-
national peacemakers will decide
on their next move.

However, according 1o British
Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs Peter Hain, the LTTE has
accepted that it cannof attain (ts

rab

akaraq/

goal |of an independent Tamil
Eelamn and that the war will not
help it secure Eelam, The majority
of Tamils even abroad thought that
peace and talks were @ bettey bet
than fwar, and the LTTE knew this,
Hainy told newsmen on Thursday.
LiKewise, most Sinhalas were for
and devolution and

deseribed the Sinhala
extremists as a fringe group of
“polltical dinosaurs”. The British
minjster  also  said that both
Colpmbo and LTTE had indicated
their Teadiness to talk withourt pre-
confditions, This itself is a major
brepkthrough.

Hain did not say that the UK
would slap sanctions on Sri Lanka
if i did not negotiate or did not
the Tamils a reasonable
degree of devolution. Nor would
he|say that the LTTE would be
banned in the UK if it proved to be
regalcitrant,
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P K Balachanddran
Colompo November.23

THE NORWEGIAN special
envoy Mr.Erik Solheim and the Sri
Lankafi Foreign Minister, Mr.
Lakshman Kadirga-mar, are in
regular contact discussing the
prospect of re-starting negotia-
tions with the LTTE to tesolve the
ethnic conflict and ending the war,
a highly placed source told The
Hindustan Times today.

“The Norwegians have pone
quite far, farther than dnyhocl) else
earlicr. They
have indeed
done a coro-
nary by-pass W .
to link the two sides,” the
saic, India is also constantly kept
in the picture, as seen in
Mr Solheim's visit to New Delni

However, the source made it
clear “that actual taiks, dircetly
bhetween the government and the
LTTE, were a long way off. But
there are rumeours that some con-
tacts between the government and
the LTTE have alrcady been estab-
lished in London. The LTTE's
international headguarters s in
London and its political advisor,
Dr.A.Balasingham. a  British
natienal, is also there, According
to the British Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs, MrPeter Hain,
the British too have been in 1ouch
with the LTTE.,

Lankan Peace Talks

Informjed diplpmatic sources
here are of the vigw that the LTTE
may come down jo accepting that
an independent Eelam is not possi-
ble in view of fhe international
community's explicit opposition to
it. In fact, Mr.8glheim had made
this clear to the LTTE supremo
Prabhakaran when he met the lat-
ter in Wanni jon Nov.l., On
Wednesday, the|British Minister,
Mr.Hain, also sgid the same thing
in a lecture here| The international

coufmu%’fy is putting pressure on
e Sri/Lankan povernment also -
4 to give an
acceptable
amount  of

i devolution to
the Tamil minority and to talk to
the Tigers, regatdiess of theie “bear-
barous assassjnations” to use
Mr.Hain's expression.

The Tigers fice the prospect of
being banned jn Britain under a
tough new law|and are losing tiio
many cadres o) the battlefield {5 13
dead since Sept. 3, 2000). And tl1e
Sri Lankans face the prospect of
some  arm-twisting at the A jd-
Consortium mpeting in Decembe i,
Mr Hain's almost ‘missionary’ ze al
in urging a cpasefire also puts a
heavy pressurg on the Sri Lankar s,
But Colombag will insist that o e
UK rake some action against tl 1
LTTE on Brtish soil if only 1o
demonstrate jts impartiality in ¢ i
Lankan eyes.
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Poll violence in Sri Lan@
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LECTORAL VIOLENCE has be-

comme an itegral part of the

detnocratic  process i most

countries, despite the inherent
contradiction, In Sri Lanka, no election
canipaign can escape an explosion of vi-
olence, With the campalgn picking up for
the Dctober 18 parliamentary elections,
there have already been a few explosions,
ipnumerable incidents of intimidation
and clashes in different parts of Sri Lan-
ka. Even if it is not yet clear if the tecent
helicopter crash was an accident or de-
Hiberately caused explosion, the death of
the Ports Mintister and St Lanka Muslim
Congress [SLMC) leader, M. H, M. Ash-
raff, has already provided a majar casu-
ality for this year’s elections,

The December 1995 Presidential elec-
fion withessed one of the bloodiest cam-
paigns, climaxing with the attemm on
the President, Ms. Chandrika Kumara-
tunga, on Decesmber 18 as electionecring
ended. There was 2 marching explosion
at an opposition United National Party
(UNP) rally the same night. But More
than tbe high profile cases, it is the daily
clashies and violence that have caused
concern all round, Over the years, the
party in power has managed fo tilt the
scales in its favour as etection day ap-
proaches. The Government machinery is
willv-nilly coopted in this enterprise;
theve are also officials who take it on
themselves to lead this effort in a bid to
curty favour with the powers that be.
Many officials, both in the bureaucracy
and the police, have perfecied thisinte a
fine art.

Since the 1970s, and particularly in the
1980s, Sti Lanka has lived with large scale
violence — beginning with the southem
uprising of the fanata Vimukthi Peramu-
na {JVPj and the rise of Sinhala chauvin-
ism. The 1980s witnessed the evolution
of Tamil militancy, terrorism and ihe
separatist war anleashed from northern
jaffna for Tamil Eetam. But, the violence
acquires an edge at the time of dections.
There is an added rension in the air: the
increase  national and  Guernational

"

o)
AVIRA
media focus increages t\\;} potentiai for
publicity for such bdazen aoes such as as-
sassinations.

The situation was guch in 1082 that the
then President, the ¥Yate J. R. Jayewar-
dene, held a seferendum o extend the
termn of Paliament and a second term pf
office for himself, to avoid holding a gen-
eral or & presidential election. Parlia-
ment's tenlre was also extended o six
vears and the next election was held only
in 1988, This period withessed both re-
noewed Tami) milnancy and a pro-active

i
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By V. Jayanth

Constitution adopted, though the drafi
was ready as carly ag in 1995, Tust before
the dissolution of Parliament two
months age, a revisgd draft was present-
ed to i, bus not voged upnn,

The future of thayConstitution and the
much-touted reforms in the systemn will
hinge on the out¢ome of the coming
elections. So it will be cruciaf for both the
PA and the UNP| It may be the last
chance for the UNP leader, Mr. Ranil
Wickremasinghe, 1o establish himself as
the undisputed chlef of the party, That he

If the security forces maintain strict neutrelity during the
campaign, much of the violence could jbe prevented.

IVP teading an anti-India campaign fol-
tewing the 1987 Inda-Sri Lanka agree-
mnent and the arrival of the Indian Peace
Keeping Force. Ranasinghe Prernadasa
was clected the second Executive Presi-
dent, taking office in Januvary 1989. He
was dssassinated in a May Day rally in
1993, even before completing his first
ferm.

After a year under a lameduck Presi-
dent, the next general elections were
hetd in Auguast 1994, followed by a presi-
dential ciection a few months later. (n
that victous campaign, one of the presi-
dential candidates, Gamini Dissanavake
of the UNP, was assassinated by a suicide
bomber at an election meeting in Ceniral
Colombo, That tilted the balance in fa-
vour of Ms. Kumaratunga, who became
the President on the plank that she
would abolish Executive Presidency in
Sl Lanka, Unable to push through a new
Constitution, she was elected for a sec-
and tenm in office last December.

The People’s Alliance, led by Ms. Kuimn-
aratunga and her St Lanka Freedam Par-
iy (SLFPL, rode (o victory in 1994 on a
pro-democracy platform, vowing 1 un-
do the anthoritarian systern that the GNP
and the 1978 Constitution had huilt over

7 vears. Withouwt a two-thirds majosity
in Parliament, she cowld not get the new

cartdo only it heleads the UNP to victory
in ihis election.|On the other hand, the
fate of the President, her PA and the new
Constitution will depend on whether she
can win a comfortable majority of her
own in the new Parliament. That is why,
tensions and yiolence been even more
exacerbatedd, Fach side wants to prevent
the other fromjemerging victoricus in the
battte of the ballot and tends o leave it to
hitelings and goons to battle it vut with
bullets and cpuniry bombs,

it has becosiie a custom now to invite a
team of foreign observers o monitor the
elections in §it Lanka. Retired diplormats
and officialy) from neighbouring South
Asian countries make up this team and
island for a few weeks to
oversee the [last phase of the campaign
and the actyal election in all the districts.
In additior), a Cenire for Monitoring
Election: Viglence has been set up as an
NGO 1o bring 10 the netice of the Clection
Commissigner and the Governinent, the
incidenits of violence across the country.
Last time,| the Centre submined a de-
taled report on all the incidents, blaming
bath the thain political parties for the vi-
plence.

Howew
police, wi
aversee

1, if the security forces and the
o maintain law and order ang
the arangements, maintain

strict neutrality during the campaign,
much of the violence could be prevented.
Quite often, the complaint is that the au-
thorjties intervene too fate ta coutain the
violence, or even look the other way so
that they do not earn the displeasure of
those in power. This is not something pe-
culiar 1o the §ri Lankan election scene.
But, this is why it becomes crucial to
have a statutary, independent mahti-
member Glection Commission which can
maonitor the electoral process without
fear or favour and can pull up any politi-
cal party for unleashing violence or -
dulging  in  electoral  malpractices.
Uunfortunately, Sri fanka does not have
such a body and tike the appotntment of
any other Secretasy to Government, the
Election Commissioner is also nominat-
ed by the President. Also, successive
Governments have failed to put in place
a regular civil service or even a foreign
service — though a beginning has been
made.

In the 1994 parliamentary elections,
the People's Alliance just abound man-
aged a majority, though Ms, Kumaramin-
ga went on to win the presidential
election with a thumping majority, poii-
ing over 60 per cent of the vote. But in the
December 1999 election, she secured just
over fhe mandaiory 50 per cent to win it
on the first count. it remains 10 be scep i
her alliance can manage a comfortable
majority this time 1o enable the President
to convert it inte a Constituent Assembhy
and adopt a new Constitwtion.

Uniess she is able to address the basic
sotio-economic prablems, provide a re
sponsive administration, solve the ethnl
problem and still keep the Stnhala major
ity happy, there can be no lasting peac
in the island. Only i Sri Lanka can find
political solution 1o the ethnic crisis an
remove the distrust between the variou
communities can it hope 1o find peao
As long as the teasions persist and a
anuosphere of hate prevails, the clima
remaing favourable for the perpetrato
of violence, .
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5 Problems Facing New Government | ©

| UTTING an end to all
_ kinds of uncertainty and
' speculation, President
Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga administered
* the oath of office to Ratnasiri
| Wickeremanayake on 13
Octeober. Wickeremanayake
had earlier assumed the office
" of the Prime Minister on 10
August, when the late Srimave
Ratwatte Dias Bandaranaike,
the first-ever woman Prime
I Minister of the world, resigned
this office rather reluctantly.
Significantly, though Mrs B —
as she was popularly known -
I resigned from the
prime ministership,
she did not give up §
the presidentship of
I the SL¥P, which her
i husband had formed
in 1951 after his
defection from the
UNP,
( The People’s
’ Alliance — a combi-
i natlon of varicus
political parties, the
; most prominent of
i them being the
¢ SLFP - could not
¢ secure a clear major-
i ity in the Z25-seat
unicamevral
Parliament in-the 10
October election. It
‘ is altogether a dif-
! ferent matter that it

|

By PARMANANKD

seats in the new Parliament
and had offered conditional
support to the UNP. It had
demanded that the UNP talk to
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam on the problems of deve-
lution and decentralisation of
powers — as promised in its
manifesto,

The UNP (formed in 19486),
the oldest among the Sri
Lankan parties, could secure
only 89 seats — five less than
earlier — in the new House, Its
percentage of votes also came

compared to 105 in
! the August 1994 parliamentary
i polls. Interestingly, it could
! poll only 46.50 per cent of the
i valid votes polled, as against
1 48.9 per cent in August 1994,
The PA did, however, emerge
as the single largest group, and
it got an assurance of support
from the Eclam Peopie's
Democratic Party, which has
zecured four seats. Significant-
lv, the party had nine seats 1n
the preceding Parliament,

RECOUNT

Kumaratunga alse succeeded
in procuring the support of the
National Unity Alliance, which
has four seats in the new

" house. She had a meeting with
the NUA leader, Rauff
Hakeem, whe won only after a
recount in Kandy. Earlier
Hakeem had said: “We are not
going to support the PA unless
they take action against those
who committed violence”.
Significantly, Anuruddha
Ratwatte, Deputy Defence
Minister and brother of Mrs B,
has been charged by the NUA
with indulging in violence and
rigging in Kandy. Hakeem has
promised support to the PA on
two conditions: the government
must take action against
Ratwatle, and effect reforms in
the election system within 100
days with a view to preventing
violence, With these manoeu-
vres, the PA government has
succeeded in securing the sup-
port of 116 MPs, including one
independent. The arrangement
may prove beneficial to all the
three parties invalved,

The United National Party,
led by former Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe, was
also manoceuvring for some
time to procure support of some
smaller parties to form the new
government. Indeed, the Tamil
United Liberation Front. which
is one of the oldest parties
articulating the interests of
Sri Lankan Tamils has five

!‘ secured two seats

The quthor is Hon. Director,
bmdh Astan Studies Founda-
i tion, New Delhi.
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dewn to 40.70 from 44 in

August 1994, The party con-
tested all the parliamentary
seals on its own. After the
results started (rickling in, it

tried to effect an alliance with

the NUA but did not get any
encouraging respanse. In any
case, cven if the TULF and the
NUA could have supported the
UNP, 1t would have remained
far behind the magic figure
of 113.

It should not be forgotten that
the Sri Lankan President is
better placed in cabinet forma-
tien than any other head of
state, or government. Article
43 states that the President
“can appoint as Prime Minister
a member of Parliament, who
in his opinion” is most likely to
command the confidence of the
House.

Wickremesinghe's manoeu-
vres, therefore, cannot be taken
seriously. By saying that had
the election been free and faiy,
the UNP would have equalled
the performance of the PA, the
UNP leader did not do well
politically.

PEACE

It is against this background
that Wickeremanayake became
the 16th Prime Minister of Sri
Lanka. The first and foremost
problem confronting his gov-
ernment is the establishment
of peace and tranquillity
against the background of the
ethnic war. Unlike India, Sri
Lanka did not have any experi-
ence of communal or even eth-
nic vielence at the time of its
independence in February
1948, It was only after 1956 —
when the “Sinhala only” Act
was passed by the SWRD
Bandaranaike government -—
the island began to witness
¢thnic clashes. And after 1983,
they escalated enough to
attract international attention.
More than 63,000 lives have
been lost in these clashes since
1983,

True, the largest and
strongest Tamil guerrilla out-
fit, the Liberation Tigers of

Tamil Eelam s losing popular
suppert — far the polling per-
centage in thelJaffna peninsula
this time, degpite the LTTE’s
threat, was more than 16 in
comparison tg 2.98 in 1994, It
is also losing ihternational sup-
port — both moral and finan-
cial — very fagt, But no perspi-
cacity is needpd to realise that
no proposal fof peace or develu-
tion or decgntralisaiion of
power in the North-East
province can be enduring with-
out the LTTE’s support or at
least honest endorsement.
Ever sincg the LTTE has
begome a significart
forpe in Sri Lankan
politics, it has
shpwn a unigue
3 capacity of keeping
qujet and bouncing
back. Its unpre-
ietability has al-
ways been its strong
point. But it is a pity
that the existing cir-
cu stances do not

3 wing inexp]icable
INP-LTTE relation-

dwindling reserves, and the
total foreigm debt at the end of
June standing at $6.8 billion or
roughly half the GDP forecast
for the year. On the other
hand, inflagion is rampant, the
currency unstable, and foreign
investors jare shunning the
Colomhe stpck market. A group
of influential Sri Lankan

traders had called for a nalion- |

al government’s formation —
comprising the PA and the
UNP — tg improve upon the
situation.

Bome |members of the
Opposition have blamed some
members ¢f the government of
corruptiopn. Most of their
charges relate to kickbacks
aileged ta have been made dur-
ing the sale of state assets by
the govermment over the past
s1x years. Prime Minister
Wickeremanayake has res-
ponded by saying: “We can't
discuss ecpnomic issues or the
cost of living in isclation. It is

tied up with the war. So long .

is on, we can never

the cost of living.”
In such p predicament only a

naive person would imagine

better pyospecis for the Sri |

Lankan people and pclity.
India would be happy to see
peace anfd tranguillity estab-
lished on the island. But the
NDA government at the Centre
1s quite different from the Rajiv
Gandhi gpvernment both strue-

turally and functionally. And .

even the Rajiv Gandhi gevern-
ment ang the Rajiv Gandhi-JR
Jayewardene Accord of 29 July
1987 did mot succeed in achiev-
ing the desired chjective. On
hopes sopething will happe
impreve the situation.
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Match-fixing: report today

By Our Special Correspondent functioning of the Board for Control of Cricket in
India (BCCH and pointed ouf certain “weak areas”
in the functioning of the Board. The agency had an
interaction with top BCCI officials during the course
of its investigation.
. S Apart from former caprains, Mohammad Azha-
Agency sources said the report is likely to name  pyddin and Kapil Dev, the CBilquestioned Ajit Wade-
some of the cricketers, administrators and bookies g, wicket-keeper Navan Mongia, Ajuy Jadeja,
who were allegedly involved in the conspiracy that  ~jikhil Chopra, Ajay Sharma and Manoj Prabhakar,
recked of malpractices and efforis to destroy the  who had blown the whistle gn charges of match-
¢ game. fixing and also secretly recorded video tapes of lead-
1t is learnt that the CB( has indicted at least five  ing cricketers wherein they reporiedly admitted to
cricketers. The agency had started its probe on May — malpractices in the game.
2 and exhaustively questioned nearly 170 persons, PTI reparts:
including administrators, officials, and cricketers, CBI sources said the report [eonfirms the manner
The report will be submitted to the Union Sperts in which malches were fived, ncluding last minure
Minister, Mr. Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa, agency sourc-  changes in the team made ar tHe instance of boukics,
- es said. The report was scheduled (o be submitted During the course of imestigation, the sleiths of
01 Wednesday but the agency was left with comple-  the special crime branch also|traced calls made to
tion of certain formalities. The go-ahead for submis-  and from cellular welephanes ysed by a cricketer ai-
. sion of the report was given by the CBI Director, Mr. legedly to contact bookies.
* RK. Raghavan, who Fas i(:ftfﬂ/f%twns for a meeting The CBI has also some boekies oprécord saying

NEW DELH1, OCT. 29. The much-awaited inquiry report
of the Central Burcau of Tnvestigation (CBI) into the
cricket match-fixing and betting scandal wiil be sub-
mitted to the Government tomorrow.

of the Interpol. that somwe of the ¢ricketers had befin paid monev in
~According lo SW“W CBI report has also foreign currencies und theiparivel expenses abroad
made a ruunbi; fupgestions for improving the  were met by diem, the ggfneyl sources claimed.

-

-~~~ Mourners cl
- !

By Nirupama Subramanian Hp dﬂ\}onsrraw :‘I)e
Talawakelle this pfternoon, offi-  eral strike on the cstates todav to
cial sources said. Ten otherswere  protest the| Bandarawela mas-
reported o be hart in the firing.  sacre, and 1p moumn one of the
Two persons were killed in other  victims, a teq estate vouth who is
incidents. said 10 have joined the LTTE, later

The demounstration was orga- surrendered| to  the security
nised hy the Up-Country People’s  forces, and was being rehabilitat-
Front to prolest the killing of 27 eod ar the cajnp. His funeral was
LTTE detainces last week at a re-  held today. The tension escalated
his morzingwhen UCPF activists
began forcihg all shopkecpers

 with police

finEa curfewar  UCPF annoynced a one-day gen-

COLOMEO, OCT. 29. Four persons
were killed and many others in-
jured as clashes broke out today
in the Tamil-dominated central
hills of Sri Lanka bewween police
and mourners proresting  the
massacre at (he Bindunuwewa
open prison last week.

Mast of the violence was cen- habilita(iffn camp in Bandarawe-

tred in Talawakelle, 40 ki from |5 P /
e

Nuwara Eliya town, where inci- Anal and motarists 10 flv the white flag,
+ dents of arson were reported Ul orched several bogies of a trainat @ traditional $ri Lankan mourning
Mthe evening. a Tailway station 10 km away  Syimbol.

Residents told The Hindi aver  when police attempted o stop The police plamped a curfew in
phone that the situation in the ar- them from boarding il to join the  Talawakelle §nd adjoining areas
ea was "very tensc.” The govern-  demaonstralion, at noon. However, the UCPF held
ment clamped a curfew effective 8 Inastatement, the Gavernment  jis demonstration in defiance of

-

pan. tonight to 5 a.m, tomorrow  expressed “sadness” over the in- the curfew. 'l was a peaceful

! ontheentire Nuwara Eliva district. cidents and said all steps had  demonstration, but at the last

- and the neighbouring district 6f  been taken to provide “full pro-  minute, somp outside elements

Badulla, and called out the army  (ection” to penple and property  that wanted o cause disruption,

to assist police. in the arca, hegan the violence,” said Mr. P,
Two persons were killed when Tension was mounting in the Chandrasekharan, parliamei:/

" police opened fire 10 disperse area from Saturday, when the ian of the Unjted National Party

THE HINDU
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'PRESS TRUST OF INDIA el
J AY

COLOMBO, Oct. 23. — Tamil
rebels launched simultanecus
suicide boat attacks on a
strategic naval base in eastern
Trincomalee and other eastern
coast areas today, killing two
sailors and shooting down an
army helicopter.

At least 40 people were
injured in today’'s attacks.
Army spokesman Brig. Sanath
Karunarathne said four LTTE
suicide boats packed with
explosives launched a dawn
attack on Trinco harbour,
which houses navy's Eastern
Command headquarters. But,
the harbour is safe.

While one hoat exploded near
a naval persounel carrier, the
ather three were destroyed by
naval gunfire, he said. A pas-
senger carrier and a fast gun
vessel were destroyed. The per-
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Brig. Kardnura
there were at {east
in each of the hoa
were killed 1n the atf

Simultaneous.y.
launched heavy mot
on naval detachmen
harbour.

Using anti-aireraft inissiles.
they shot down ar, Mi-24 heli-
copter, when it tried to engage
LTTE mortar positions. The
chopper. which flew over the
port area 1o asset |he ground
troops, fell like 4 firchall,
killing all its {our sopupants.

This was seeond Mi-24 to
have been shot down by rehels.
On 19 Oetolner, the LTTE
claimer! 1o have shiot down a
helicopter veith anti-aireraft
missiles in rorthern Jaffna.

Brig. Karunarathne said
LTTE voats and fast attack
naval cra’tt also cfas
at Kokiiai and Foy
the easteorn coast.,

Heavy fighting 1
betveerm a flotilla of
cavrying reinforce
northiern Jaffna and
eraft. ar Kokilai &nd|Fowlpoint
coasts, bevond Trincemalee.
The navy reported to have
destroved three LTTE hoats

Trincomalee was|the most
strategic harbour in Sii Lanka’s
east, from wheve the navy
attempts lo control the LTTE-
dominated eastern copat. It was
alsa the last majnr gort in the
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,1v. The only important visitor o

PM attends to
work from hom

By Our $pecial Correspondent

NEW DELHI, 0CT. 23. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee. is back at
work, though operating from his
residerice. Returning from Mum-
bai after a knee-joint surgery, he

was reported 1o be atiending to .
the backlog of files needing his at- !
tention. ‘The Prime Minister is |

attending to file work and also
taking telephone calls.”” accord-
ing to one of his aides.

Mr. Vajpavee is belicved wo have

walked for a few minutes without |

the aid of a walker. Officials who
met him since his return from
aMumbai are unanimous in assert-

ing that the Prime Minister is ;

fooking "rejuvenated” and that
he seems mare energetic and fo-
cussed than he was in recent
months. These officials say that
Mr. Vajpayee's worst medical

problem was behind him and that

the country has no cause 0 wor-

Mr. Vajpayec’s tesidence was the

‘Home Minister, Mr. LK, Advani.
i He was to have met the Prime |

“Minister on Sunday but got back

from Srinagar late in the evening,
iand therefore was advised 10
posipone his call on Mr. Vajpayee
‘1o this morning.
However, since Mr. Vajpayee is
‘under medical advice 1o resume

work gradually it will be a while :

before he is able to perform
_chores such as presiding over a
i Cabinet meeting.

By Nirupama Subramanian

COLOMBO, OCT. 23. Explosive-
packed boats of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam breached
the high-security Trincomalee
harbour early today and
destroyed at least one naval

~ craft, while rebel units on the

i ground shot down an Air Force
helicopter in the fierce land
battle that followed.

At least two sailors were
killed, three were injured and 40
other personnel treated for
“minor’ wounds, the Defence
Ministry said. A fast personnel
carrier in the harbour was
destroyed and an attack craft
. was damaged.

The navy destroyed three

i LTI'E boats inside the barbour
and two just outside. Casualties
on the Tigers' side were not
known.

The two-pronged artack began
around 5.30 a.m., when the
rebels began firing martars al
the dockyard from the southern
side of Trincomalee Bay while
their suicide boats
simultaneously attacked the
i naval ships.

The Navy fought back and
residents of Trincomalee town
! woke up to the sourds of
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LTTE destroys
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explosions, gunfire andL riars.
The fighting continued wel into
the morhing with the LTT
keeping|up the mortar offensive
on the harbour while the Army
launcheyl a search and clz2ar
operatign in the area.

An M|-24 helicopier gunship
was shot down over Koddiyar
Bay as it tried to provide cover
to saldiprs on the ground. There
is nn wiprd yet on the crew of
the helifopter, the second Air
Force cisualty in under a week.

One goldier was killed during
the groynd operation in a clash
withl the rebels in a hotel at a
beach 16 km south-west of
‘Irincornalee from where the
I.TTE ig said to have launched
the attgck on the harbour. The
attack followed heavy fighting in |
the Jaffha peninsuia where the
LTTE has been attempting to
breach [army defences at
Nagarkpvil on the easi codst.

An Mi-24 was shot down in
the fierce fighting at Nagarkovil
last wepk in which each side
claimed to have inflicted heavy
casaaltjes on the other. The
manpower-strapped army today
announced a fresh recruitment
drive fiom Qctober 25 which
will continue tili the end of
Noventher.
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BRAVING THE ODDS q,\\‘\n \'1(0"’
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THE NEW CABINET sworn in by the Sri Lankan
President. Ms, Chandrika Kumaratunga, is
widely expected to retlect a broad continuity in
basic policies despite its slim parliamentary
mrajority. The updating of the policies will obvi-
ously be undertaken by or under the directions
and political auspices of Ms. Kumaratunga in
her constitutional status as the Executive Presi-
dent. Yet, she may need 1o assess the evolving
political dynamics of the new parliamentary
scene Inr some time before crafting a strategy to
try and usher in constitutional reforms with the
abjective of addressing the paramount ques-
tion of a rightful place for the minority Tamils
among the other themes on her agenda. In this
perspective, the Jarger national cause can be
advanced suitably by a certain degree of flex-
ibility in the political styles of the President and
the Prime Minister, Mr, Ratnasiii Wickrama-
nayake, given especially the present Govern-
ment's wafer-thin majority  in the
newly-constiluted Patliament. This does not,
however, mean that the President, whose wil-
lingness 10 brave the political and security odds
remains undiminished, should change course.
The primary thrust of her priorities for constitu-
rional changes is quite conspicuously geared
fowards a fair ethnic-political deal for all in-
cluding the majority Sinhala community. In a
sense, though, this aspect of her initiative for a
future constitztional dispensation is almost in-
evitably entwined with the other proposals for a
re-architecturing of the polity itself. This larger
package, originally endorsed in broad principle
tw the major parties, had turned into some-
thing of a plaything in partisan politics in the
previous Parliament. Therefore, the present
Parliarnent, more or less evenly balanced as be-
tween the new Government and the Opposi-
tion, may prove to be a formidable arena for a
test of the political will of not only the Prime
Minister, acting on behalf of the President, but
also the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Rani
Wickremesinghe, With Mr. Wickremesinghe
nd the present Prime Minister, who assumed

the same office shortly befory the recent gencr-
al election, being no strangers to the issues an
hand, the ¢cqnventional wisdom is that the po-
litical bartle|lines are already reinforced.

A pusitive sign, nonetheless, is that the
President’s brother, Mr. Anura Bandaranaike
who belangs|ta the Opposition, has been unan-
imously elected the new Speaker. This event
has sparked gpeculation abowt the possibility of
a move by all concerned to explore the feasi-
bility of forthing a ‘national government’ of
same kind. Irtespective of the erystal-gazing on
that count, thg leasi that can of course be said is
that the new puling coalition, conststing of the
President's People’s Alliance and the Natjonal
Unity Alliance with its moorings in the politics
of minority Muslims too, has avaided a trial of
strength over the Speaker’s election. While the
continuing crisis in Sri Lanka calls for a bold
collective effort by its leaders to rise above the
considerationg of numbers in Parliament, the
nolitical configuration of the present House can
vet prove problematic for a copsgintional over,
haul.

{Qugside the pnria&s of normative pidtics,
the latest suicide-bombing in Colombo, shordy
before the new Cabinet swearing-in, served as a
grim reminder,|if that was necded at all, of the
powerful presence ol an extra-constiturional
actor. The relative faiture of the hombing, de-
spite its tragic foll, has given rise 1o guestions
whether the separatist Liberation Tigers of Ta-
mil Belam {L.TTE), the prime or sole suspect, is
peginning to bel less effective in its campaign.
On the wider Tamil front, the performance of
the Felam People’s Demacratic Party and its
leader, Mr. Douglas Devananda, in the new
Government willbe watched with interest. With
Mr, Lakshmen Kadirgamar retaining his old
portfolio, Sri Lanka’s cause on the external front
will continue to e articulated well. A quesiion
is whether Colombo will now seek to revive the
idea of an externpl facilitation of an end to the
nngoing war with the LTTE. A-
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‘more military hardwar
By V.5.Sambandan 119~ | & I.uukfl,

COLOMBO, APRIL 30.5r lanka is
“urgently seeking” greater sup-
plics of mititary hardware, local
media reports said.

The “fast-track, mudti-hitlion
rupec” effort comes as one of the
many steps in the iimmediate af-
termath of fast weekend's fall of
Elephant Pass, a crucial narthern
gateway garrisan, in an operation
irr which the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam overpowered the Ar-
my with artillery power,

The Sundeay Times, today said
[Jefence  officials  had  begun
meeting representatives of mana-
facturers from “Riwssia. Britain,
Pakistan, lran, Crech Republic,

. lsrael and Singapore.” immedi-

ately after the Elephant Pass de-
baecle, the S lanka  Army
Commander, Lt Gen. Sirital Wee-
rasaariva, wokd a press canference
that the Army would change its
tactics through “increased fire-
power’,

Another Sunday newspaper,
the Sunday Leader. said the deba-
cle was due to lack of cquipment.

Non-availability  of transport
areraft and the non- operational
status of the armour in faffna
have been cited as among the rea-
sons for the reversal,

India’s help sought

PTI repurts:
Desperate over the military re-
versals in the strategic Jaffna pen-

insula, the nationalist groups in

wiig had upposed the
presence of indian Army during
1987-1990in the country, arg now
calling for s return.

“Yes, [ was strongdy againgt the
IPKE then, but considering the
present situation, it is imperative
that we invite the indian Ay to
help halt the I.1TE's advante into
the Jafina peninsula,” Buddhist
monk. Elle Gunawansa, who had
led an anti-India campaign when
the 1PKF was deploved in §ri Lan-
ka, told a Sinhala lafiguage/weekly
‘hukbima’

Gunawansa, considered 1o be a
protege of late President] R Pre-
madasg, sought a full-scile tndi-
an  military  involvement  to
prevent the CTTE's onslaught in
laffna. Recently, the mair opposi-
tion, United National Pargy (LINP)
asked the Chandrika Kumaratun-
ga Government 1o seek foreign
military assistance t |stop the
LTTE from taking over Jaffna.

Minister sustai
burn injun

CALCUTTA, APRIL 30. The[West Best-
gal Industry Minisier. Mr. Bidyut
Ganguhy. was tonight rushed 1o a
city hospital after sustaining seri-
ous burn injuries in a fire at his
residence. ‘The polide said the
Jower portion of his bpdy, includ-
ing both the legs, |were badly
burnt. hi could not be ascertained
heaw the fire broke opr. — UN1
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_EU for tripartife talks

b ]

P.K. Balachanddran
Colombo, April 6
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IN A significant move this week, the European
Union (EU) has called for joint talks between
%m Sri Lankan Government, the Opposition

NP and the rebel LTTE to help end the war
and resolve the ethnic conflict in the country.

“A tripartite commitment to discussing pro-
posals for constitutional reform and devolution
of power could be an important first step,” a
demarche issued by the EU office here said.
Addressed to the Sri Lankan President, Mrs
Chandrika Kumaratunga, and the Leader of the
Opposition, Mr Ranil Wickremesinghe, it said
that the EU appreciated the cooperation of the
UNP in the on-going bilateral talks with the rul-
ing Peoples’ Alliance. It also appreciated and
supported the Norwegian Government's bid 1o
facilitate talks between the government and the
LITE. ~

AOn the need to end the war arid the ethnic

.

conflict quickly, the EUJ said that the deve|op-
ment efforts of the EU collectively, and] its
member countries individuaily, would ha
lasting impact on the ground only if they were
pursued in a secure and constructive envi
ment, “The EU is deeply concerned at the
tinuing violent confrontation between the |Sri
Lankan government forces and the LTTE which
continues to destabilise the country, to inflict
great loss of life and suffering on the civilian
population, and to slow down the urgently
needed social and economic development of Sri
Lanka,” the statement said.

The statement is being seen in differeni whys
in Sri Lanka, the “Daily Mirror” noted today
that it had come a month before countries
which aid Sri Lanka were to meet in Paris|to
finalise the quantum of assistance. The paper
went on to say that the statement reflected a
feeling in Europe that development assistarjce
given to Sri Lanka could well be wasied on
protracted war. A former Lankan Ambassador

on Lanka

to the EU, Mr Kalyananda Godage, told The
Hindiestan Times, that the statement stemmed
from the apprehension that if there was an
agreement only between the government and
the LTTE and the UNP was kept out, the latter
might sabotage the implementation of that
agreement. Hence the plea for a tripartite
agreement, Mr Godage reasoned.

While the Tamils have welcomed the agree-
ment, the Sinhala hardliners are disturbed by
the EU's initiative. The popular Tamil publica-
tion “Thinamurasu” said today that the EU’s
demarche was a warning to the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment that it could not take the aid givers for
granted or pull the wool over their eyes. The
support given to the Norwegian facilitation,
despite Norway's not being in the EU, showed
that in Europe there was no difference of opin-
ion on the issue. This is welcomed by the Tamils
because they are setting much store by
Norwegian facilitation and Eurcpean support
for it.
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SRI LANKA'S Deputy Defence
General

CLIT,

Minister,
Ratwatte, on
Thursday categor-
- ically rejected all

the conditions put !
up by the LTTE !
" THE/STATE owned Daily

for holding peace
talks with the gov-
ernment. The

Island newspaper
v RMisendrarajan, described as

, feported today.

Winding up the
. Finance Division, had smug-
; gled 17,060 Tamils out of
i Lanka in 1999, netting an 3300

Parliamentary
debate on the
extenston of the
state  of emer-
geiney in the coun-
try, General

Ratwatte said that -
. had been sent abroad through
" private banks  using 18,000

the government
would not agree
to any of the con-
ditions laid down
by Dr. Anton
Balasingham, the
chief negotiator
of the LTTE.

The Minister made particular
mention of the demand for the
withdrawal of the army from the
North and East and said that the

. Lankan

- allegedly
- tonnes of goid.

Anuruddh

In a recent
Tamil Guardian, Dr Balasingh

the army to

led

smugg

17000 Tanuls’

Newyd on Friday quoted Sri
law enforcement
agghcies as saying that one

e Head of the LTTE's

m to $340 m. They also
smuggled 1,800

Nearly $ 190 million of this

travellers’ cheques in the
name of Tamils, the report
added. MTC, Colombo

ed him as saying. In the on-goin
operations in the Jaffna peninsul

5 officers and

killed and 379 suffered sligh
injury, the Minister added.

barracks, an int
nationally mordi-
tored  ceascfite
and the lifting of
all the curbs arnd
embargoes applic-
able to the Nor
East and its peg-
ple, before talks
could begin.

The

"Though

LTTE wants
get control ov
certain parts
Jaffna, they will
never get it back)”
the state owne
Daily News quo

80 other ranks wer




Chandrika to dis

government stan

COLOMBO Amid mounting pres-

- sure from hard-
line Sinhata Bud-
] dhist monks op-
| posing the pro-
posed  povern-
ment—LTTE
peace lalks and
formulation of a
new constitution
1o grant autono-
C. Kumaratunga my o Yamil
provinces — President Chandrika
Kumaratunga has sought a meeting
with heads of two Buddhist seets on
Monday 1o clarify government’s
stand on the issues.

She has invited the influential
prelates of the Asgiriva and Mal-
watta chapters to join her for dis-
cussions at the official Temple Trees
residence here on Monday, the
Sunday Times newspaper repornted.
Officials were not immediately
available for comment,

The newspaper said the Presi-
dent informed the Mahanavakas, as
they are called by the devout Sin-
hala Buddhists, that she was unable
to meet them at Buddhist temples
in southern Kandy town due io se-
curity reasons. The Mahanayakas
Jed the protests by monks on April
6 here demanding the government

stead crush the outfil

Meanwhile, 16 saijors on hoard
the two Sri Lankan gunboats sunk
by LTTE have bekn presumed
dead while 19 otherd were rescued
i search operationy the navy said
on Sunday. Naval boats so far res-
cued 19 sailors, while the fate of 16
others, including fivg officers, is not
known, a navy spokdsman said.

Search operationd began soon af-
ter two Israeli-made Dvora-Class
fast moving navy gynboats with 33
personnel aboard were attacked by
the LTTE along the Jallna peninsu-
ta coast on Friday evening.

stroyed and sunk,
lost cantrol and
about 50 meters from the shore.

The LTTE cadre who directed
the fire, later togk control of the
gunboat and remgved the guns and
other equipment from the vessel.
Sri f.ankan navy extensively uses
Isracli and Chigiese fast moving
gunboais to conffont vast numbers
of LTTE’s suicide and transport
boats. The navy Jas 25 Dvora Class
punboats which patrol the western
and castern caasfs. (Agencies)

desist from taikmg to LTTE and in-

YHE TELEGRAPL.
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COLOMBO, APRJL 8. \With Increasing pressure on the Sri
Lankan Goverpment o call off the Norwegian initia-
tive to broker Negotiations with the separatist Liber-
atien Tigers of Tamil Lelam (ITTE), the President,
Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga, would be mceting in-
fluential leaders of the Buddhist clergy tomarrow,
Presidential secretaviat sources said.

By V. §. Sambandan

The meeting with the Mahanavaka of the Asgiriva

chapter. ane of the two most powerful orders of

Buddhism in the istend-nation, is slated 1o take place
tomuarrow in the backdrop of last Thursday's deman-
stration by Sinhala hardliners, led by sections of the
Buddhist clergy, during which a Norwegian flag was
burnt and a BBC's Colombo correspondent was as-
saulted.

During the pratest marcl across the streers of Cuol-
ombo, hardliners demanded that the proposed talks
with the Tigers be called off, opposed the Norweglan
initiative as one of interference and put out a seven-
point charter of “non- negadable” demands, which
included reraining the unitary state, the mainte-
nance of existing safeguards for the naticnal flag, the
national anthem and the Buddha Sasana and the
abolition of the Executive Presidency and the Pro-

_~Chandrika to meet nfluentialm
- " Buddhist leaders| todays 7

vincial Council $ystem. Opposition to an externally
mediated scttlement apart, hardliners have also
been calling for an intensification of the military of-
fensives against fhe LTTE in the north and east and
have been againgt changing the present constitution
o pravide for far-reaching devolution to the prov-
inces 10 2nd the leonflicr.

The hardiine ppsitions come in the backdrop of a
sharp escalat’on in the military offensives between
security troops and separatist rebels in the island’s
northern laffna (peninstula during the past few
months.

The latest offensive commenced on March 27,
with the rebels mounting an attack on the Jaffra
Peninsula, overrunning four military camps in the
southeasrern thedtre of the Peninsula and moving
closer to the erucifl Elephant Pass military complex,
which is the terresirial gateway o the Jaffra Penin-
stila,

The offensive has so fur claimed the lives of 121
soldiers, including|seven officers, The Sunday Times
reported, adding that a total of 16 officers and 361
soldiers have beer] killed i the northemn offensives
since December.

The fighting is npw focussed on north of the Ele-
phat t Pass comnlax ‘
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

COLGOMBO, April 9. — Mrs
Chandrika Kumaratunga has
sought a meeting tomorrow
with the heads of two Buddhist
sects to clarify the Lanka gov-
ernment’s stand on the pro-
posed government-LTTE talks
and formulation of a new con-
stitution to grant autonomy fo
Tamil provinces,

The decigion follows mount-
ing pressure from hardline
Sinhala Buddhist monks.

The Sri Lankan President
will meet the influential
prelates of the Asgiriya and
Malwatta chapters at the offi-
cial residence, the Suunday
Times reporied today,

Officials were not immediate-
Iy available for comment,

Mrs Kumaratunga informed
the mehaneyakas, as they are
called by the devout Sinhala
Buddhists, that she cannot
meet them at Buddhist tem-
ples in southern Kandy
because of security reasons.

The mahaaavakas led
Thursday’s protest by monks,
demanding that the govern-
ment desist from talking to the
LTTE and instead crush the
outfit militarily.

The monks urged the govern-
ment not to make any constitu-
tional changes over national
flag, anthem and the primacy
accorded to Buddhism.

deed proposed

intensify nego-
tiations to formjilate a new con-
stitution, which offered region-
al autonomy ag a political zet-
tlement 1o end fhe ethnic war.
The two met fr the sizth time
on Thursday] and agreed to
expedite the yrocess to finalise
the new constjiufion by May.
Rebel boat/destroyed: An
LTTE boat wias destroyed last
ight while attacking govarn-
ment troops gt sea off Maniivu
in Jaffna eten as the arwy
bombarded|haavily to neu-
iralise terrofist mmortars, a UN]
TEUOrL SAVS.
Three soigiers were iniured
and the refels ave believed to
have sufferdd heavy casualties.
the defencq spokesperson. Jol
RP Witanasaid today.
In two sdparate 1ncide

{roops fref at them.

The LTTE attacked 1wo {a=v
attack navy crafts on Friday,
killing at least 12 on board
including  two  captains,
Officials gt the navy headguar-
ters said [18 sailers and an offi-
cer were pescued.
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Did Colombo bow to L

P. K. Batachanddran . k
Colombo, April 15 .7

HE LTTE is boasting that it
has forced the Sri Lankan
Government to cancel plans

to hold a one-day conference with
Tamil expatriates in Canada on the
‘Develntion package and the search
for peave in 8ri Lanka’. The Islond
duily reported in a special front
page report today.

Though the  Sri
(GGovernment is silent on  this
episode,  seasoned  observers
believe that Colombo backed out
after the LTTE complained
through the Norwegians that it
would not tolerate talks with any
ather group of Tamils.

The 8t Lankan Government and
the LTTE are currently holding
“talks about talks” with Norwegian
facilitation.

Deputy Minister for Foreign
Affairs Lakshan Kiriella was o
address the meeting with  Sri
Lankans, including the Tamils, to
be held in Toronto on April 16, He

Lankan

was to answer all  guestions
patiently und candidly, with a view
to winning the Tamils™ hearts and
minds and alienate them from the
baneful influence of the terrorist
LTTE,

But at the last moment, Colomba
recatled Mr Kiriella saying that his
presence was urgently reguired in
Sri Lanka, The Isfand’s correspon-
deat in Toronto, Mr Dushy
Ranetunge, said in his report.
LTTE's front organisations like

the World Tamil Movement and
the Tamil publication Ulega
Thamilar had carlicr appealed to
the Tamils in Canada not 1o attend
the conference and give eredence
1o the Sri Lankan Government's
propaganda that it was sympathet-
ic to the Tamils and wanted to
sulve the ethnic guestion peaceful-
ly through devolution of power.
The LTTE’S  mouthpicces
reminded the Tamils that it had

‘TE’s

s diktat?

rgjected the deyolution }ML'\I“L\ t\;é\edll ldmum

and so they sho
conterence,
According to

Id not attend the

r Ranetlunga, the

conference orgapised by the S

Lankan High

Commission  in

Canada, bad 200jconfirmed partic-
ipunts, including{50 Tamils. A suc-

cessiul confere
would have bee
for the LTTE
Tanuls were a
motal and finan

Talks with Canadian Tamils off

LTTE. he said,
cancellation of
the Sri Lankag
organisers had
he noted.
Commenting
incident, The
golden opporty
the cxpal Tam
been missed. A

ce of this sorl
a major sctback
s the Canadian
major source of

dial support for the

But thanks 1o (he
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authorities. the
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editortally on the
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nity to penetrate
I ¢community bhad
gift from heaven
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According o Mr Ranetunge. Sri
Lankan Foreiga Secretary Lionel
Fernando had no convincing reply
when asked why Mr Kiriella was
recalled and why the conference
was not to be held,

But anavlst Davan Javatilleka
believes that the LTTE had in all
likelihood told Colombo that 1t
cauld not talk w any Tamils other
than the LTTE cespecially now
when there were “talks about
talks” with Norwegian tacilitation.
“The muessage might have been
conveyed through the
Norwegians,” he said.

Mr Jayatilleka vecalled that in
the past o, the LTTE had broken
off talks with the Sri Lankan
Government saving that the later
wus talking (o other Tamils simul-
tancously,

President Premadasa’s bid to
mend fences with the EPRLF and
his agrecing to meet them was one
of the grounds for the LTTE’s
tacking out of the talks with him in
19w and restarting hostilities.



‘War costs Lanka 2 vears’ GDP

P. K. Balachanddran /\A
Colombo Aprii 18 Yy
WAR. over Tamil scparmism in S+
Lanka has cost the country the equivalent
of its GDP for two vears at 1996 rates,
says a study conducted by the Colombuo-hased
Institute of Policy Studies (IPS).

A report in The Sunday Times woday guotes
the IPS study to say that the problem of esti-
mating the cost of the war, which is i its 15th
vear, is highly complicated because it has to
grapple with a bewildering variety of parame-
ters, other than military expenditure by both the
Government and the Tamil rebels. It has to
include the destraction or debiliration of tactors
of production. the non-use of or under utilisa-

tion of factors of production snd the cost of

relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction. The
war has already resuhed in the death of 73,000
people, mainly in the Tamil north and cast. Tt

\ \ h‘as led to fakhs mlgj,mné to other parts of 54i
o } Lanka and abroad as refugees. The impact «

this has (o be accounted for. The IPS claimp
that it has tried to be as objective, accurate an
comprehensive as possible in estimating th
Cost.

The study says that defence expenditure in Sri
Lanka, as percentage of GDP had increased
from less that 0.5 % in the 1970s 10 an estimat-
ed 6% In 1995,

The more interesting part. however, is that
this increase had taken place when the average
defence expenditure for developing countries
had fallen from 7.1%% of the GDP in 1985 to0 37
in 1995,

From 1984 to 1996. the Sri Lankan
Government's military expenditure 1otalled SL
Rs 287 billion or 42% of the 1996 GDP. [u the
same period. the Tamil rebels would have spent
around 1% of it. To this must be added the
damage to infrastructure and the cost of reliet,

which came to about 13.3% of the 1996 GDP

Dr K. M. de 5ilva, in his paper entitled
"Demiliarisation to Militarisation” in the new
book "Pursait of Peace in Sri Lanka”, says that
Sri Lanka's military expenditure has gohe up
from USE 33.68 in (982 ta 1ISH 884,75 in 1998,
Giving figures on the delence expenditure as
percentage of Government expenditure, Dr de
Silva says that it had gone ap from just over 4%
in 1981 to just zbove 16 % in 1998,

The security forees had also increased in num-
bers epormously, from 37600 in 1986 to
1,43,013 in 1996. According w Prof de Silva, Sri
Lanka has a much greater proportion of its pop-
ulation in the armed forces. as compared 1o
other countries in South Asia,

In Bangladesh. just under 2% arc in the
security forces, while in India, it is slightly high-
er but stili under 0.2%.In Pakistan, it stands at
0.4%. Bur the percentage is highest in 31l
Lanka, where it is above 0.6%, Dr de Silva says.

——— .
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Fresh fighting
between Lanka

troops, LTTE ..

Colombe, April 17: Sri l.ankan
troops and Tamil rebels exchanged
mortur and artiblery fire in the
country’s north as the fatest round
of [ighting entered its fourth week.
military officials waid on Monday.

The artillery duel came as Inter-
national relief agency Medeving
suns  Fronbiers urped the  Sri
Lankan government to allow the
immediate re-supply of urgently
necded drugs 1o the war-torn north
where stocks were running out.

Miditary officials said suspected
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
rehels had planted a bomb on a
railway lrack in the northern gov-
ernment-controtied town of Vavu-
mva late on Sunduy. derailling two
compartments ol an empty train.
No one was wounded in the blast,
they said.

The defence ministry satd in a
statement rebels had fired mortars
at troops munping defences on the
novthern Jafma peninsula and the
military  had  retalimed  with
arbillery.

The peninsula has been the scene
of some fierce fighling in the past
three weeks  sinee the LTTE
launched a fresh push to caplure
Jaffna. theiv Tormer stronghold
they lost in 1996, ‘

Government lroops had killed at
least 20 LTTL rebels in various
clashes in the peninsula on Sun-
day. Two goverament socldiers
were wounded in the battles, 1t
sajd. The stutement said the two
sides ofso exchanged mortar aad
artillery fire in the northern Wanni
region, vast parts of which were
cuptured by the rebeis last Novem-
ber when they pushed the military
out of severul large camps in the
area. The LTTE has been fighting

for a separate homeland for minor-
iy Tamiis in Sri Lanka’s north and
east since 1983, Nearly 60,000
people have been killed in the
fishting.

MSF. or Doctors Without Bog-
ders. said in the past three months
dvug supplies had run low in the
northern Mullaithivu and
Kilinochehi distriets and attempts
by humanilarian agencies to renew
supplies had been thwarted by
secunity forces. Many patients in
the area were suffering  from
chronic. delntitating diseases such
as diabetes. asthina and cardiac
problems. and even basic medi-
cines such as paracelamol, antibi-
atics and anti-malarial drogs were
in short supply, the group said in a
statement,

“On two occasions within the Jast
week. MSF has been prevented by
security forces trom transporting
drugs  and medical  supplies
through the torward defence lines
o Mallavi hospial in the Mul-
Jaithivu district.” the group said.

A large part of Wanni region,
where  the  Mullaithiva  and
Kilinochchi districts are situated,
15 under LTTE conwol. Madical
supplies cunnot be sent there with-
out defence ministry permission.

“We are facing a situation where
chinies and hospitals have closed or
are po longer accepling patents
because they canpot provide treat-
ment for these civilians, many of
whom are women and children,”
fsabel Simpson, head of the Sri
Lankan mission of MSF (Nether-
lands) said in the statemnent. [t said
three months of supplies from the
ministry of health were also await-
ing dpproval for transport into the
northern region. (Reuters}

THE ASIAN AGE

1§ APR 208



ETTE claims major gains
ging battle; 56 ki led
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COLOMBOQO: The LTTE combat
formations on Thursday ¢laimed
to have overran several Sri
Lankan military camps and cap-

Yakachichi is situated in prox-
imity to the Elephant Pass cause-
way which connects Jaffna penin-
sula 1o the mainiand.

fured a guarter of the strategic

northern  highway
after two-days of
fierce fighting that |}
ieft 21 Sri Lankan
saldiers and 35 Tamit
guerrillas dead and 4
213 army personnel
myjured.
A formidable
force of the LTTE
consisting of several
commando  units, L

“Sri Lankan troops ﬂed in total

with the backing of made af mpregmbke Torteess by ey presidential s

heavy artillery,
launched a massive
offensive  assault.”
the rebels said in a

statement from
London on
Wednesday.

The LTTE said its
guerrillas had scorcd
a major military victo-
v in the two-day

ning several camps
and mihtary bases, Its
forces also surround-
ed the military com-

¢ Observer reported in its Jead story on. Thumhj '
ite the presence. of

Tha '
'-'-'mstmme fo the- po]lv.:e rauis b‘f ineal peop]e, who-shused poli
-men Tor resotting to armed action while: ﬁle nmvspaper ot
rapher was preventéd from taking pictires Kier,
offensive by over run- | Person:has been arrested. mlml wi ﬂw_case. :
The raid took piace )

plex at Yakachighi, |
where an a T
sion was letated.

emn weapons,” the state-
aid, addjng that the mili-

7 km highway used

by the army to
transport supplies
to its troops.

Meanwhile, an
army release stated
that heavy fighting
continued in the
Massar and
Soranpattu  areas
near the Elephant
Pass causeway,

) adding that troops

had adjusted their

defences in some
ol places while the air
éee | force enpaged the

LTTE targets in the
Maruthakerni area.
Both sides report-

v! edly  exchanged
¢ heavy artillery.

While the army

*1 {ost an officer and

200 soldiers, 213
others. including
13 officers, were
injured in the
fighting.  Thirty-
five guerrillas were
also killed in the
battle ey



~Top Army generaw lead
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By V.'S8. Sambandan

COLOMBO, APRIL 21, With intensi-
ficd fighting in Sri Lanka’s north-
ern Jaffna Peninsula and a vital
military comnplex coming under
threat from separatist LTTE re-
bels, a top army general was today
appointed to take command over
the island's security forces.

The former Sri lankan Army
Commander, Gen. {retd) Rohan
Daluwarte, was placed in charge
of the island’s three armed forees
as well as the Police.

Shortly before Gen, Daluwatte’s
appointment, the isfand’s Deputy
Chief of Stafl, Maj. Gen. Janaka
Perera, was put in charge of the
security forces in faffna, where
Government troopers were fight-
ing back a rebel offensive aimed
at isolating the strategic Flephant
Pass military complex, officials
said.

The President, Ms. Chandrika
Kumaratunga, who is the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the armed
forces as well as the Defence Min-

ister, is presently abroad for med-
ical treatment for injuries
sustained on her right eve after
she escaped an LTTE suicide
bomb attack on December 18.

The twin appointments of Gen.
Daluwatte and Maj.Gen.Perera,
come in the backdrop of the Ti-
gers cutting of a Main Supply
Route to Elephant Pass - the
largest military complex in the
Peninsula a few days agp.

In an operation today, the Gov-
ernmeni opened an alternate
coastal rouwte to maintain its sup-
ply lines to military installations
in the Peninsula.

With today's army appoint-
ments, the overall command of
the security forces comes under
the former Army Commander
wha is already part of the national
security apparatus by heading the
Joimi Operations Bureau, which
reparts to the President.

Troops deployed in the Penin-
sula come under Maj. Gen. Per-
era, one of the
Generals who led the thre

Sri Lankan security forces

in 1995 to regain the

Jaffna Heninsula {rom the LTTE |

and played a key role in crushing
the JVP |asurrections in the 1980
90. In anti-Viger oper-
the early 19905 he de-
fended a camp where at least 186

eastern Sri Lanka

The latest offensive in northern
Sri Lanka has been on since
March 27, when the Tigers

launched| a major operation on
military ipstallations in the Penin-
sula, ovprrunning four army
camps and wresting control over
an highway linking Flephant Pass
to governiment-held territory. The
Tigers already control a strereh of
the land |just south of the Ele-
pharnt Pass complex, thereby forc-
ing 4 siege situation on the army
positions [at Elephant Pass and
[yakacheh|. Sources say that the
Elgphant iPass military complex,
hich s teportedly manned by

of rations for a few months.

two divisigns, has adequate stock |
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ATTE capture;

Pass.

Elepl}a{ .

1,000 Lankan troops killed

HT Correspondent i
Colombo, April 22 ‘3(\( A q/q_é\k
THE LTTE today announced that it had captuked
Elephant Pass, generally acknowledged as the gatew
to the Jaffna peninsula. A statement from the Tamil
rebel group in the evening said that

1000 8ri Lankan troops were kilfed and the rest flec
in disarray," the LTTE statement said.
The Sri Lankan Defence Mimigtey said that it coulc
not comment on the LTTE'S ¢laim mmuediately.
However, military analysts sajid that government
troops had wjthdrawn from the

over 1,000 Sri Lankan troops have | ;

been killed ir & fierce battle which (jnpra 8

raged for 48 hours, : S

This is the first time that the LTTE |

has been able to take Elephant Pass.

Analyst Dayan Jayatilleka wondered

if the capture of Elephant Pass with

such a large body of men and munij- '

tions will be as strategically signifj- |

cant as Vietnamese General Giap's '
!

ff

capture of Dien Bien Phu from the
French in 1954, "Yakechchi and

na.

SRI LANKA

Yakachchi-Eleghant Puss hases and
were moving along the road hugging
the Jalfna lgogn towards Jaftna in
the north, But prew thousand had
been dcft hehihd and they were
trapped,
‘ The I.TTE w

5 forces and comn
Tacoraee o+ 1he Yakachehi military base in the
carly hours of [the morning in a
multi-pronged afsault and over ran

i
Muraitivu i

id that its special
ando units stormed

Elephant Pass bases, forming the

giant military complex of the Sri Lankan Army on the
gateway to Jaffna, fell to the combat formations of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamit Elam this aflernoon fol-
lowing 48 hours of fierce and bloody fighting, Ower

the hase sfter|several hours of
intense fighting] The Tiger eom-
mandos destroyed severad picces ofartillery, tanks and
armoured  vehicles  and  amthunitien  dumps,
Overwhelmed by the PTTE asshult] the defenders who
Fesisted Tor two davs, fled in wdal gonfusion,
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/MI roops pull ou'

By V. 8. Sambandan HD’

COLOMBO, APRIL 23. An estimated 14,000 Gov-
ernment troops pulled out of Elephant Pass
and lyakachehi in the Jafina peninsula, to for-
tify Jaffna town against a sustained attack by
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

In a communique, the Defence Ministry
said security forces “relocated their defences
in the northern sector of Elephant Pass” and
simultaneously “vacated the southern defenc-
es" of the vital Army complex to “make sure of
the security of juffna.” Severe fighting is re-
ported from Soranpattu, Settikadu and Massar
in the Peninsuia.

The Tiger flag was reportedly raised at the
Elephant Pass complex. Citing LTTE officials.
the TamilNet said the flag was hoisted by a
senior LTTE commander.

One hundred and twenty eight seldiers and
162 militants were reported killed and over

from EI

600 SOIdlC njured in the battles, the Defence
Ministry said. The latest acquisition of the vital
bases effectively swings the situation in fgvour
of the rebels!

Jaffna town, the epicentre of the decpdes-
long conflict, has come inta focus. With Ele-
phant Pass now under the control of the Tigers
the next step, observers feel, would bé the
takeover of Jaffna town and rhe Peninsua.

“A likely scenario is that the Tigers dould
move further in the Peninsula, confining the
Army o the barracks,” an analyst said, point-
ing out that the'low morale of soldiers” wpuld
work in their favour. “They would demarcare
new defence lines and continue with their
thrust towards laffna.”

Political analysts are of the opinion
with the fall of Elephant Pass, the time |has
come for locking beyond military develop-
ments,

Mr. Kethish Loganathan of the Centre|for

THE HINDU
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sphant Pass

Policy Alternatives says the present setting “'is
the most convenient for both the Government
and the LTTE 1o agree upon cessation of hos-
tilities as a prelude to a roore permanent cea-
sefire, paving the way for negotiations.”

Sinhale hardliners, who have been calling
for stepping up the offensive against the Tigers
have not yet reacted to the latest and most
serious veversal of the Aoy,

AFP reports:

The United National Party (UNP),
a’s main opposition party, called toda
emergency session of Parliament to dis
the massive rebel onstaught that forced thou
sands of troops to retreat amid heavy casu-
alties.

“The situation is so grave that we must have
an emergency reeting of Parliament to dis-
cuss the rragedy at Elephant Pass,”” UNP
spokesman, Mr. W. J. M. Lokubandara said.
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/KJumaratunga urged to seek
SAARC help against LTTE o<
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India can mediate, says Lanlk ’3 Jfo

COLOMBO: A demand has been made that the Sri
Lankan government should appeal to SAARC coun-
tries to assist in the battle to safeguard the country’s
territorial integrity.

The ‘Puravasi Peramauna’. a party formed by a for-
mer United National Party minister Sirisena Cooray,
said i1 a statement that with the withdrawal of the
troops from ELephant Pass, the country has entcred
one of the most eritical turning point in its history.

“Either we can take the undoubted setback we suf-
fercd at the Elephant Pass as a stern warning and
change our course. Or we can continuc in our usual
way in which case our beloved country may not remain
undivided for much longer™, the statement said.

President Chandrika Kumaratungu as the current
chairperson of SAARC should immediately appeal to
other member countries fo assist promptly and in
every possible way. our batile to safepuard our terrilor-
ial integrity. We should point out that if sceessionism
succeeds in oile country 1t will pose a threat to all other
countrics in the region™, the party suggested.

In a sequel to such calls, a former diplomat has

queried whether [ndia could help its neighbour to pre-

A N s

mer envoy

vent the divisign of the ¢ountry, 13r K Godage, Sti Lan-
ka’s former Euyopean U nion ambassador and deputy
high commissioker in India suggests India could, for in-
stance, demand Yhar thd LTTE enter into negotiations
with the government of Sri Lanka with the only pre-
condition that no separgte state be demanded.

Recognising its statu$ in the region and the perilous
situation Sri Lanka is fhcing after the I'T'TE captured
the Elephant Pass, the date way to Jaffna, the diplomat
says “India could evdn issuc an ultimatum to the
LTTE™. Dr Godage gioted external affairs minister
Jaswant Singh’s reaffirmation that India is committed
to the territorial integrify and unity of Sri Lanka. “The
significance of the statgment could be enormous as it
comes at a time when territorial integrity of the coun-
try is in serious jeopardp.”

The diplomant also points eut that India did not at
any time support the egtablishment of a4 separate state
in St Lanka as it was afid is not in her interest to do. It
is an accepted fuct in [hdia that a separate Tamil state
in Sri Lanka would create aspirations in the present
linguistic slates of Indig, that would be hard for the In-
dian armv to control, sapenciest
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COLOMED, APRIL 27, Gearing up To the possibil-
ity of LTTE attacks on the air passengers, civil
aviation authorities in Colombo have further
strengthened security at the international air-
part.

By V.S.Sambandan

An already tight security apparatus, which
was further strengihiened a couple of months
ago by barring visitors into the departure
lounge, has come in for an overall review. "We
have beefed np all security aspects,” a senior
airlines official said on conditions of anonym-
ity.

“Even after the Kathmandu incident, we
have stepped up secnrity and have undertaken
an overview of security measures. The seounity
measures are all beefed up and we are vigilant,
We have taken nne or two more steps.”

Though “security in Colombo is generally
tight”, airlines authorities have explored all
posstbilitics and have taken “additionaf steps™
as part of beeling up secarity, the sources said.
Aviation security experts have also discussed
passible scenarias with airline officials, an of-
ficial said.

No chances are being taken and recently an
Air Lanka flight frem London to Colombo was
delayed for neatly four hours at Heathrow air-
port following a hoax

Even before the latest security overhaul, se-
curity at the Bandaranaike international Air-
port remained tight, with ihorough checks
being carried out on all those entering the
preinises.

Avan- homb m] 1493, in which nd per-
son was killed and a p'jrcel bomb explosipn on
board an Air Lanka Tri Star aircraft headpd for
Maldives. in which 11 persons were killdd are
the twa ealier explosions at Sti Lanka’s anly
international airport.

Sri Lanka President holds
security review

The Sri Lankan President, Ms. Chanpdrika
Kumaratunga, today held an overall review of
the security situation in the immediate|afrer-
math of the lephant Pass military reversal

Ms. Kumaratunga, who cut-short her over-
seas visit for medical treatment in Londgn and
returned 1o the island today, summongd the
Chiefs of the Armed forces and held an|emer-
geney meeting of the National Security Coun-
cil, a senior presidential aide told The

Those present at the meeting inpluded
heads of the Army, Air Force and the Navy as
well as the Deputy Defence Minestef, Gen.
Anurudha Ratwatte and the Defence Seereta-
ry, Mr. Chandrananda I¥Silva.

The President, is undergoing medicdl treat-
ment for injuries sustained in her right eye
when she survived a suicide bom» aftack in
Colambo on December 18.

The President had left for Tondon|a fort-
night ago o undergo medical treatmént and
was originally scheduled to return only next
week.

In intensitied fighting during the lagl weck-
end, the LTTE gained control over the stron-

“hijack threat =

gest  military  garrison,
following pitched battles,

34 killed in clash

P reports:

Clephant  Pass,

In renewed fighting in northern Jaffna, ag-
least 34 aeople, including nine soldiers, were
killed as the Government's forces engaged re-
bel targets. The operational headguarters of
the Defence Ministry said that in the general
area of Vallimunai, troops attacked a bunker
line accupicd by terrorists, killing at least 15
uftras.

in the encounter, seven soldiers died and
twelve were injured. In an encounter at Nagar
Kovil, troops killed at least seven militants
while loosing two. Three more rebels were
killed in another encounter.

India alerted Chandrika on
Dec. 18 LTTE bid

[t has now been officially revealed here that
the Government of India had given a fairly
carly and accurate alert to Colombo about a
possible attempt on the Sri Lankan President,
Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga, by the LTTE on
December 18 last, Official sources here told
PT1that in the thick of the campaigning for the
presidential polls, India had informed Chan-
drika’s Government about a likely LTTE sui-
cide atrack on her on December 12, 14 and 18,
The assassin, believed to be @ woman suicide
be _nber, finallv struck during the midnight of
Decentber 18, when Ms, Kumaratunga was
leaving her last pall rally in central Colombo.




LTTE aim is OﬁTy to force
Govt for talks, say Tamils

Colombo April 27 /“ “ % ‘MW\,&“

P K Bafachanddran o) HNL

¢
SR LANKAS minority Tamils belicve that by ﬂele[gl
s military muscles, the ETTE s only teving o make
the government realise the futility of the military
option and come 10 the table for a peacetul setilement
of the Tamil question,

that would be imprudent, but privately they do nat
hide the fecling that the Tigers' displav of militiry
might will help them in terms of getting the govern-
ment to abandon the military option and come to the
negotiating lable.

The Tamils have consigtently feh that if the LTTE
were militarily crushed o marginalised. the Tamls as
a people would e

"The Tamils feel that
the LTTE has to dis-

play  ats military
prowess 10 gl aoy-
thing substantive

Chandrika back after eye eaime

AMID REPORTS of heavy fighting in porthern Jaffna pgnin-
suba, $ri Lankun President Chandrika Kumaratunga returmed

left with no lever and
as a result of thag,
there would be no
gains  either, They
fear that the majoniy
Sinhalas would merrti-

from the government
on the ethnic ques-
uon”  TULEF  MP
Mavai Senadiirujah
told The Hindusian
Times,

Unlike the majority

Colombo un Thursday after undergoing a 16-day eve treat-
ment at an undisclosed foreign destination. Stute radio) said
Chandrika has returned to the capital but gave no dijtails.
Media reports said that she went to Loddon tew weeks ago to
undergo further medical tests for her right eve damaged in a
suicide attack on December (8. PTH, Colombo

W brush their prob-
lems ang  demands
usder the carpet. per-
hups for gver.
However, tha
Tamifs” public posture

Sinhalas, who are maurning the Joxc of Dlephant Pass.
the gateway to the prized Jaltna peninsula. the Tamiks
are not unbappy, 1f they are worrted at adl it 15 ubout

is that, yiven the grognd situation in tie past few
vears. i would be prudgnt for the government w stop
the lighting and talk tofthe LTTE. They point out that

the effect of the tightng on the Tamil civilians in
Thenmarachechi now, and Jallna in the davs to come.
They would. of course, not show elation openly. as

events have proved thai
to militarily crush or e

“Government cannot hope
winalise the Tigers and force
them to come 10 Ll)/ﬁ gotlating table.



“Talk peac

PK Balachanddran ' /\
Colombo, Aprit 20 Y

S THE LTTE bundwagon
Aiol.ls down to its former
itadel Jaffna, the Sri Lankan
President Chandrika Kumaratunga
on Friday offered to hold talks with
the rebels. Bul she also said the gov-
ernment and the armed forces would
continue to pursue the military
option to bring peace to the war-rav-
aged island nation.

In a televised address to the coun-
try. Mrs Kumaratunga szid: "We
invite the LTTE te join the peace
process by renouncing viclence and
mayhem by laying down arms and
ammunition. If they are unwilling to
lay their arms down. as a strong gov-
ernment committed to safeguarding
human freedom and human kte, we
are not willing to compromise the
safety of all the citizens of this coun-

try. I wish to state on this occasion that ihe govern-
ment has unequivocally decided to protractedly and
relentlessly pursue the military operations.”

"We have continued with the war relentlessty with
the objective of ushering in lasting peace to the entire
nation. Therefore my government, the armed forces
and I have firmly resolved to unleash all our maximum

Raml invited for
talks on May 2

THE SRI Lankan President
has invited opposition UNP le-
ader Ranil Wickremesinghe for
tlks on May 2. The meeting is
expected to be stormy as Mr
Wickremesinghe had held the
government responsible for the
curient warlike situation in the
country and demanded that an
emergency session of Parlia-
ment be convened. The UNP
has also joined the bandwagon
in asking for foreign assistance
to save Jatfna from the LTTE.
The government, on its part, is
said 1o be working on some
purchases of military hardware
from overseas.  HTC, Colombo

\_~
e or face war,

Chandrikaltells LTTE

cnergies to gombat this menace and
usher in peace,” a combative
President sajd.

Mrs Kumpratunga, who dubbed
the LTTE a ['curse” and "bang” of the
entire country, recalled that she had
invited the| rebels for talks twice
betore, But[the LTTE had rejected
the offer ouright.

While being hard on the LTTE, the
President sgid the military operation
was not aganst the Tamil people and
other minotities in the country. "It is
against the threat to the entire
nation posgd by LTTE terrorism”
pursuing the military
optien. shejsaid.

Mrs Kumaratunga described the
gvacuation |of torces from Elephant
Pass as a "setback” and blamed a sec-
tion of the armed forces and the
opposition| UNP for it. Some sec-
tions in thg armed forces had placed
their perspnal interests over the

country's interest, the President alleged.

She blamed previous UNJ governments for "weak-
ening” the military by "fontifying” the LTTE. The pre-
vipus Government had pfovided the LTTE with
cement to built bunkers, allgwed the occupation of the
Jaffna fort and gave the Tigprs the "option” of slaugh-
tering 600 policemen, Mrs

umaratunga alleged.
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o Bloodbath in the

MOKING GUNS seem sel tnag‘

scoreh slender olive branches

in sri Lanka. The Apsil 22 fall

of Blepliasn Pass. the gairison
which guards the northern Jating
Peninsuly, signifies 4 drastic shift in
the military balance in faovour of the
separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Felam (LTTE) in the decades of
fighting against Sri Lankan secuniiy
forees.

It also raises serious (uestions
about the direction the proposed
peact tatks between the rebels and
the Governnenr witl take. The guns
and roses strategy of the Sri Lankan
Government which followed the war
far pedce approach to contlict-
risolution has come under its most
serious challeage.

Custing ofl the well-fortitied
military complex which sits
imposingly on a narrow tauseway
Yinking the horthern Jalina Peninsuta
to the mainland, the LTTE forced «
pullout by Government troopers
trom the base - - fov the fivst tine in
17 vears of the conflict,

tram the hit-and-run guerritla
tactics of the h;,hnee and the
40 0 (he use

of suludv (uirf s to bust defenoe
tines and overrun military camps as
in the Mullaitiva (1996) and
Kilinochehi {1999) takeovers,

with the conflict gradually
escalating during the last fow years,
the warlare of the Tigers is now
based on long-range artillery fire.
Especially since late last vear's Vanni
debacte, That the Government bases
are manned heavily has, ironically,
tarned the tide in the tavour of the
Tﬁgers as pull-ouis are ordered o

“minimise casualties”. if an army
position is manned by say 10
soldicrs, those ol the Tlgers are said
to he manned by {ust three or four
mititants, Consequently, if the Tigers
and the Apmy were 1o score a
successful hit on cach other's
positivns, mare Governmuent roopers
would be killed.

In November 1999, for instance,
when the Vanui otfensive
commenced, the LTTE moved from
the eastern sector of the four Tamil
majarity districts and, cugting away
supply lines, bronght Government
defence positions within 1TTE
artitlery range, “We pulled out the
soldiers to minimise casualties,”” an
anmy officer had reasoned.
Consequuntly, the Tigers gaked
considerable territory which ronk
them to Paranthan, just south of the
ephant Pass garrison, i the second
phase of their operations.

The fall of Elephant Pass was
always on the cards. Military officers
werg “prepared for the worst',
though there was some scope {or
optimism tat the most-fortified
Government position in the entire
iskane would hold through a rebel
onslaught.

carly

ey Kb

e fall oj Elepimnr Puss
szgmﬁes a drastic shift
in the military balance
in favour of the LTTE...

The guns and roses

strategy of the Sri Lankan
Governmeni has come
under its most
serious challenge.
V. S. SAMBANDAN
takes a look at the
evolving scenario.

But, in a changed tactic, the Tigers
gained control over Elephant Pass
withaut Jaunching o diveet attack on
it but by cutring supph Yines 1o the
camp from Government-held

terrnory, solated from the mmainland,
the hpm\\hn;_, Elephamt Pass compliex
depended on an castera sea route
and @ nonhorn fand rouie for
supplics.

Since bHecember 11 the Figers
have been gaining vital positious in
faffra’s southeastern theatre. Rather
than taking Elephant Pass head on,
the LITE entered the Jaffna
Peninsula through a side-gate - - an
casterm coastad streteh whiclt would,
uitimately, take the Tigers to @
position Irom which they could
choke 511 banka's strongest miliary
base.

Gains made by the UTTE in the
souiheastern Jafina theatee --
especially beoween Chemiplvanpatta
and Vetrilikerni — were seriots
indiecations of the hurricane which
was (o hit the peninsula.

Havering about on the soutt-
castern theatre and consolidating the
arm which links the Peainsulia to

" 4

cinera

The father of a dead Sri Lankan soldier, killed in the fighting at Elephant
Pass, searches for his son’s coffin... a vicious cycle of vielence.

by

eastern Mullaitiva disticl inoa siring
of operationy since March 27, the
direction fn which the Tigers would
INOVE was anyonce's guess. A direey
move into laffnd, leaving behind
Elephant Pass, or o direct thrist an
Elephant Pass were ameong 1he
possibilities. The Tigers did neither,
but cut aeross a narrow lagoon and
took conrrol of o patch of the road
between Elephant Pass and
Lrovernment-held Jating wernitories.
Unecenainty prevailed over the
Tigers' next moves: to the north was
faffna and to the soud, Blephant
Jass.

The siege of Blephant Pass had
well and ruly hegum. Folfowsog the
Vanni debacle last year. 511 Lankan
security forces had relocated the
well-trained 53 Qivision fo the
Elephant Pass garrison. Comprising
four brigades, this division, which is
the main fighting force of the army,
was suppaorted by the 54 Division as
wedl as a brigade of the 55 Division,

While a direct attack by the Tigers
on_bBleph: wes -t oS

cansidered scenario, the LTTU clearly

had different ideas. Deploving their

conventional strength 1o (he north of

the garrison, the Tigers Loy nowait,
Gaining control over Verilaikerni -~
a key naval supply route for the
Army — the Tigers were choking ofl
supply fines to the Flephant Pass
camplex. Any divect attack on the
Clephant Pass by the Tigers vould
have becn repulsed effectively given
the terrain and munpower situation.

While intense fighting took place
around Elepham Pass, e Tigers did
not attempt an meursien into the
Government stronghold. Rather, they
trained the focus on Jvakachchi, the’
northern segment of the Elephunt
Pass complex, which was also a vitl
logistics base. ‘The Tigers lay in wait
narth of Elephant Pass giving their
prey the option to either vacate or
face a massucre.

Fighting along the road linking the
miditary complex 10 Goverrrment
territory further north had severed
the army's main supply route. An
alternate supply rowte was apened,
but that 100 was considered more
temparary and seen as o passage
through which troopers could pait-
Ot

Operation Oyatha Alaigal HE as the
Tigers had described their offensive
an Jaifna launched on December 1
reached a highpoint on April 22,
when the rebels claimed conirol over
Eiephant Pass. The Army
Commander said Lie ordered a pull-
out as prudent (o save the fighters
rather than face a sicge. I oiding
Jalfpa Peninsula is our priority. We
have to ensure rhat lhv LTTE is not
able to get Jalfna now,” the Se

Lankan Army Chict, LU Gen. Siyilal
Werasooriya, soid after the fadi of
Elephant Pass. “Iu is better to save
our forces and use them later,”

Phe EPVE chaned o
bive seized a hawl of
military hardware
wvhading five artiery
guns - - three Y52
guns and two 122 mm
guns. The Army Boss,
however, said that
“only ane gun was lust
to the Vigers™ as the
other guns were
“disabled” by
withdrawing troops,
The Army has not
sided out retaking the
Elephant Pass complex.

A cross-over point
for civilians from the
Sri tankan maipland to
norcherst Lalloa,
Elephant Pass gots its
name from ity pre-
coloniat days when
clephants were used to
varry goods across the
shaliow waters
ave since been
bridged by & narrow
ranseway. This bridge
has passed into LTTE
control, and changed
the military balance.
This also raises several
impaonderables ahout
the fledging peace
process which
recornmenced with an
international offort at

= Wﬁhme fall ot Vethlakeraiin DQC{‘mbuf 199G,

® From a minor detachmern in 1998 46 the mast
iertified miary complex in St Lanka, the
metamoi phosis of Elephant Pass coincides
mth the island’s hestory of ;mmamv

B In 1958, adetachment was stationed at Elephant
Pags under the command of the Seey rity Forces
hpadqua'mrs fafing following i

:3(’;65 Bai

an!y officiat Law

a The alifary camp yrew instrengih wnh the
cumrreuco*mwm it ancy tiytnc 19803

» E !e'mam Px 5 same under the m st maJ()rdﬂEka
Hythe LTTE in 1891, The sieos was watded of with

h e\pnant !—’aas %mkmg up to vp*zlldzker ni.

and tha tirust of the Tigars from lyakachchi,

afew km north of Blaghant Fass, the camp felf
tatha tYTE on Aprl 22,

brokering ralks
between the Governmeni and the
LTVE in Tebruary.

With the Norwegians accepting the
challenge of initiating direct tatks
betwoen the rebels and the
Government, attempts are on within
Sl tanka w forge @ bipartisan
consensus between the sharply
opposed political farmatiots - the
ruling People’s Alliance (PA) and the
Oppositiom United National Party
HINE). The differences betwoeen the
twir parties have been the higgrest
hurdle to peace, and the palarised
opigions expressed by the southern
parties had, in substantial measure,
contributed to the escalation of
Tamil demands from greater
pravincial powers in the 19505 16 5
fult-Nedged secessionist aggression
during the past two decades.

In this backdrap of a history of
scutted opporunities, the President,
Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga, offered
a sel of comprehensive canstitational
veforms to Parlisment in October
Y997, Phe draft proposals aimed at
providing greater devolution of
powers to the regions and attempuid
to move away from the unitary
nature of the Constitution,
HHerenees between the PA and the
UNE o1 the nature of devoiution,
however, scutted the offors and the
seforns were, tor all purposes,
unimnplernentdse as the Government

Graphcs by VARGHESE KALLADA

could not go abead without the
required support from the UNP for a
twe -thirds majority in Pariament.

Bipartisan bickering continued for
the past two years, while the U171
maintained s pressiire on the
security forees, Commimeing with
the bombing of the Temple of the
Tooth Belie in Koady — considenud
o be the most sacred 10 Buddhists
— 0 fanuary 1998, the Tigers
stepped up their avacks o boih
civilian and Goveriiment targets. The
assassinations of two Jaffng Mavaors,
s, Saro)ind Yogeswaran [May), who
was eleeted in the Mayoral elections
Tanuary, and Pon Sivapatan
Septemben, effeaively ook the
hattem out of the Govertnong's
attempts 1o restare a semblance of
civihian amhority iy the Peninsuli, In
1099, the assassination of the
renoawned Constitational expert,
Neolan Tienchelvam, dealt a
significans blow 10 1he path of peace
takens by the Government. The
unresolved killing of o Famil political
leader and vocal supporier of the
Tigers, Kumar Ponnambalam, in
Colombu this January also comes as
o matier ol coneern Tor Jamils,

Then the two politicn forimations
startud bilateral talks on nayrowing
differences, The thinking Lehined
these talks, which are contering
around brogdbasing powers in the

e : B A g e S

regions, Is 1o present the Tigers o sel
ol proposals accepted by the twao
major Sinhata partivs. This bipartisan
acceptance s important in that ay
carfier offers by ruling parties of the
day wene scutfied by the thep
Oppositions.

The nest round ol bipartisan wlks
s set W resurie on May 5. The UNP
ieader, Mr. Ranif Wn‘krcnu singhe,
white canfident of coniinuing talks
with the ruling party, sees the Latest
LETE gain as giving it considerable
“eloui™ at the bargaining rable — if
ad when talks are held,

Calls Tor cessation of hostitities,
from those who have been pushing
mo hne of ralks, 1o (hose for a

further escalation of the alitary
efforts, from bardiiners, mark the
mnnediate aftermath ot the Hophant
Pass debacle. A larger question also
arises - — would the Tigers be keen
on talking ar al) and, if they do. what
watld their demaneds be, There has
been no indication by the Vigers of o
seaking down from the demand for «
separate felain,

Now, more than ever belore, as
the separatist conflict enters a
delining mament with the Tigers
knocking at the dooys of laffoa with
militaly might, is the time (or Sy
Lanka 1o address in full nwasaroe,
more peditically than militacily, i
decades-lang battle for identities.
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Sinhala lobbies oppose

interim (:01; cil

Colombo, March 1 Y';.4 g

WITH THE Sinhala hardrgmer“
opposing any move to set up a
mterim Provincial Coungcil for th
minority Tamils, hopes  hav
receded of early talks between th
8ri Lankan Government and thi
separatist Tamil guerrillas unddr
Norwegian facilitation.

It now looks that there will
prolonged talks between the rulir
People's Alliance (PA) and varioys
political parties to arrive at a cog-
sensus before the rebe! ITTE |s
mmvited for negotiations aimed
ending the island's tong drawn ogt
gthnic conflict. A section of the
has joined the Sinhala hardliners
in opposing the establishment

J;Q}"/ Tami

as pr()posed by the main opposi-
tion UNE The North-Eastern
Provincial Council, set up under
the July 1987 Indo-Sri Lankan
accord, «has been defunct since
1990 and the region has been
administered by the provincial gov-
ernor appoeinted by Colomba.
Dinesh Gunawardane, leader of
the Sinhala nationalist MEPF, who
had supported President
Kumaratunga in the presidential
election in December 1999, said
the interim council idea was part of
a plot to hand over the north and
east to the LTTE,

"People of this country voted Mrs
Kumaratunga and defeated the
plans of (UNP leader Ranil)

Wickremesinghe  to  prevent
betrayal of the nation,” said
Gunawardane. {TANS}

THE HlND;.ISTAN TMES
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Chandrika Govt accused of
hindering peace p

P K Balachanddran
Colombo, March 2

THE SRI Lankan National Peace
Council (NPC} has expressed deep
dismay over the government's
refusal to respond to the LFTE's
latest overture for peace which has
comie in the' form of a request for
talks on the release of government
soldiers in its custody,

"The government's successive
refusal to engage the LTTE on the
issue of prisoner refease is another
example of withdrawal from the
conflict resolution process,” the
NPC said in a statement today. In
the past, the LTTE's initiatives had
led to several soldiers and police-
men being released, it pointed out.

The WPC charged that the gov-
ernment’s attitude also reflected
poorly on its concern for the fate
of voung men who had been called
upon to make the supreme sacri-
fice for the sake of their country.

According to the International
Committe of the Red Cross
(ICRQC), there were 21 Sri Lankan

-

servicemen languishing in LTTE
jails since 1993,

Unofficial figures, however,
range from 400 to 800 In
February, the LTTE earmarked 15
of the 29 for release and asked for
a government representative to
hold talks on the issue. But despite
the lack of response from the gov-
ernment side, the LTTE released
foar of them on Monday. As for
the rest 11, it said that they could
be released only if the government
cared to talk toit.

But the Sri Lankan Government
has ruled out talks with the LTTE
on this issue. "We have no plans to
send a political representative,
Atleast not yet," government mili-

tary spokesman  Brig.Palitha
Fernando told The Hindustan
Times.

Apparently, in the government
view, the LTTE's overture is a well-
laid trap to swing major conces-
sions. Analysts say that the LTTE
could ask for anything now,

because the government is com-
mitted to. talkiffg to it with
P

ocess ‘|3

Norwegian facilitation. Th fact, the
LTTE's chief negotiator,/Dr.Anton
Balasingham, has toid Norwegian
Foreign Minister Knut Volleback
that the Sri Lankans should clear
the decks for talks on a political
settlement by withdrawing the
army from the "Tamil Homeland”,
ordering 4 ceasefire and lifting the
embargoes and restrictions on the
movement of goods and people in
the troubled north-cast. But for
the government, these are impossi-
ble conditions.

The LTTE's confidence is boost-
ed by the fact that the opposition
UNP has already told President
Chandrika Kumaratunga, that she
should abandon the constitution
making exercise and instead de-
esculate the war, resfore normalcy
in the north-east, and talk to the
LTTE.

To add to this, the relatives of the
soldiers hield by the LTTE are now
going to make a plea to Mrs
Kumaratunga to send a political
representive  to  negotitate the
release of the 11 still in custody.

.
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Analysts rule out LTTE
contesting Lankan polls

P K Balachanddran 7
Cojombo, March 4 Y\ {7

HE WEEKEND Express,

I owned by a Tamil entrepre-

neur, said in a front page
lead story today that the LTTE was
planning to revive its dormant
political party, the Peoples' Front
of the Liberation Tigers (PFLT),
and fight the Sri Lankan parlia-
mentary elections due in August.

The report said that Pottu
Amman, the [TTEs intelligence
wing leader had contacted some
Tamil personalities in the eastern
district of Batticaloa in a search for
candidates and organisers.

But reliable sources in Batticaloa
told The Hindustan Times that
though a rumour to this effect had
been circulating there for about
two or three weeks, few believed
that the LTTE would contest elec-
tions before the ethnic question
was settled to its satisfaction, a
prospect widely believed to be
impossible, at least before Angust.

Those who believe in the willing-

O"/ ness of the LTTE to émbe

But others point out that the,
asked the EROS MPs 1o

the.dangers of being in Parli
in the democratic process,] i

swiftly, disregarding the ifnpact
this had on those who believ

directly or by proxy, means that the

LTTE gives credence Sri
Lanka's being one country,” said
the feader of a former Tamfil mili-

this could clash with its extremist
agenda. The LTTE's MPg would

also be sitting ducks for militant
groups opposed to the LTTE, said
a member of a non-LTTE militant
group. "These MPs cannot be hid-
ing in the hideouts of the Wanni,
unlike their leaders. Just as the
LTTE takes shots at us, we could
also take shots at them when they
are out in the open,” he said.

But what is not ruled out is
LTTE's posturing to make it
acceptable in the world, especially
now, with the Norwegians trying to
broker talks, Triggering a rumour
of electoral participation could
help send the right vibrations to
the West, where the fate of lakhs of
Tamil refugees is at stake. It is also
suspected that some politicians
who want to fight and win the next
elections in Batticaloa district are
floating the rumour in the hope
that the LTTE would indirectly
endorse them. These politicians
base their calculation on the
expectation that the Norwegian
initiative would work out and that
the LTTE wilt agree to fight the
elections even if only indirectly.
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.Role in Sri Lanka -

DESPITE OCCASIONAL suggestions fro Colombo urging
India to play a mediatory role between the Tami! Tigers and
the Sri Lankan Government, New Delhi has understandably
shown little inclination to take up that onefous responsibility.
Some of the moderate Sri Lankan Tamil groups have shown an,
interest in Indian intervention to ensure that Tamil interests
can be peacefully secured and the ethnic conflict ended. Now,
representatives of a couple of Sinhala orgdnisations have also
endorsed suggestions regarding an Indian role in bringing
peace to the strife-torn island. Piyasena Dissanayake of the
National Joint Council of the Sinhala|Organisations has
averred that India would be better placed|in playing a media-
tory role in the proposed peace talks tha Norway which, he
thought, would be “very, very partial” to|the LTTE. Dayan
Jayatilake of the Premadasa Peace Centrd has gone even fur-
ther in urging India and Sri Lanka to evolve a joint approach
to deal with the Tamil Tigers.
It is worth noting that even as these grojips seem to be seek-
ing Indian participation in the peace process, there are marked
differences in their expectations of whit such involvement
should actually mean. That by itself should be enough to warn
New Delhi of the risks of disappointment to the concerned
parties, Apart from the fact that India’s earlier experience in
this area has been far from happy, there are other equally
important reasons that should rule out a mediatory role for it.
Different ethnic entities in Sri Lanka have different expecta-
tions from what the mediator should be |able to do or not do.
There is lack of unanimity even on whether the third party
should enter the scene as a mediator or just a facilitator,
Even before the peace talks have reached a preliminary
stage, there have been strong hints of hardening of positions
among the Sinhalese Buddhist clergy, In fact, the Maha
Sangha has begun to voice its oppositign to any further con-
cessions to the Tamils. The absence of a national consensus on
the extent of devolution makes it appgar doubtful if the Sri
Lankan Government can actually deliver on a peace deal even
if one were available. Although it may be somewhat flattering
for India that even a section of the Sinhala leaders is beginning
to look towards New Delhi as a fair mediator, it should resist
any temptation to get involved in the upfortunate civil strife.




Chandrika, Ra
on new statut

PK. Balachanddran 3% -
Colombo, March 7

SRI Lankan President,
Mrs Chandrika
Kumaratunga, and the

United National Party (UNP)
chief, Mr Ranil Wickremesinghe,
seem to be going halfway to arrive
at an understanding on a new
Constitution for the country. Even
in the midst of acrimonious
rhetoric, some of their utterances
give rise to the hope that they will
reach an understanding when they
meet here on March 9.

In a significant interview to the
state  owned TV network,
Rupavahini, on Monday, Mrs
Kumaratunga quashed the contro-
versial potion that she wanted to
be both Executive President and
an Executive Pritme Minister under
a parliamentary system for her full
six year term.

Mrs Kumaratunga has now clati-
fied that she plans to combine the
wo offices only for a tyansitional
period to prevent a si i
which the country may be without
an Executive Presidept or an
Executive Prime Minjster. This
transitional period coulfl be short,
she indicated.

Lambasted by the UNP for trying
to cling desperately to the
Executive  Presidemcy, Mirs
Kumaratunga said that she "detest-
ed" the Executive Pregidency and
that as a committed dgmeocrat, she
preferred to serve the people from
Parliament, where there was a
"greater human touch”

The President als¢g came out
clearly on another controversial
issue which had raisdd hackles in
the UNP, namely, Minister $.B.
Dissanayake's that
Parliament or the courts would be

nil deal

likely

Ot passed, or was set aside by the
courts, Mrs Kumaratunga trashed
this threat by describing it as "a
load of rubbish.”

It 1s apparent that the govern-
ment is keen on swinging an agree-
ment with the UNP on the new
Constitution. The state owned
Daily News ran an edit on Monday
praising the UNP for agreeing to
meet the President on Masch 9,
and carried interviews with ermni-
nent persons hailing the UNP's
decision.

The UNP said that it will suppart
the October 1997 package and that
it is not in favour of the curreat
Presidential exercise of redoing it
through fresh discussions with
other parties. However, reliable
sources in the UNP say that the
party may not be dogmatic about
this, provided the transitional peri-
od for the Executive Presidency is
a mutually acceptable short one,




EOOST TO PEACE EFFORTS / TIME-FRAME FOR TALKS

Chandnka, Ranil a

By V.5. Sambandan\/iO \A{ Liberation Tklger

COLOMBO, MARCH 9. The cfforts to
resolve the ethnic conflict in Sri
Lanka today gained momenium,
with the Sri [ankan President, Ms,
Chandrika Kumaratunga, and the
Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Ranil
Wickremesinghe, agreeing on an
agenda and a time-frame for talks.
Ensuring a continuity in the proc-

Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga

ess, the two leaders also agreed to
meet again next week o take the
initiative further.

Today's talks are part of a politi-
cal process to arrive at a bi-parti-
san Consensus on the
Government’s  constitutional re-
forms proposed in 1297 aimed at
resolving the decade-long separa-
tist conflict.

The parleys are crucial, given the -

need to evolve a southern consep®
sus on t}l}*-offer 1o he made to

of Tamil Eelam
te end the con-

{LTTE) as a mean}
flict.

Ajoint communigue oh the talks
between the ruling People's Alli-
ance (PA) coalition and the Oppo-
sition  United Natiorjal Party
{(UNP), and chaired by Ms. Kum-
aratunga, said the parties “agreed
upon the agenda and the dates for
subsequent meetings fpr further
discussions in March™|and that
both parties “expressed satisfac-
tion" at the progress of {the meet-
ing during which “discussions
commenced on several dhapters of
the Draft Constitution.”

That the 1997 Constitlitional re-
forms continued to remjain at the
core of the discussions became
clear from the statemenlE made by
Ms. Kumaratunga and Mr. Wickre-
mesinghe, with both the leaders
referring to the importance of the
proposals in conflict rejolution.

Skirting an issue of recent con-
tention, the two leaders scaled
down the public postufes on the
Guovernment’s proposed revisions
to the 1997 reforms, providing for
the continuation of the Executive
Presidency. Ms.Kumararunga, in
her opening remarks [said: “we
have not amended the| draft pro-
posals of October 1297 in a serious
way.” And, Mr. Wickrg¢mesinghe,
reiterated his positior; that the
“cornerstone of any lasting solu-
tion”" required a bipdrtisan ap-
proach.

A Government spokesperson
described the tatks, held for nearly
gh-security
residence

THE H
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ree on agenda

of Ma. Kumaratunga, as “historic™
and rhat the "process will contin-
ue.”

Taiking to journalists after the
meeting.  Mr.  Wickremesinghe
quipped “both parties survived
the meeting and agreed to meet
again.”

Mr. Wickremesinghe also said
that he was briefed on the current
status of the Norwegian initiative,

Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe

which had accepted to initiate di-
rect talks between the Sri Lankan
Government and the Tigers.

Today's talks, held primariiy to
discuss the agenda and the mod-

alities for further talks, are the first |

to be held between the twa arch
political rivals who were pitted
against each other in December in
a no-holds-barred race for the

Presidency. Ms. Kumaratunga
emerged successful, trouncing Mr.
Wickremesinghe. \




€handrika, Ranil vo

to contmju%' dl‘
HT Correspondent % \-Q )
Colombo, Mareh 9 g ;

THE ESTRANGED Sri Lankan

President Mrs. Chandrika
Kumaratunga and the Leader of
the Opposition, Mr Ranil

Wickremesinghe, broke the ice at a
critical meeting here on Thursday
and agreed to have a series of talks
to find a solation to the vexed eth-
nic question.

"Both sides survived the meet-
mg,” a relieved Mr
Wickremesinghe told the Press
after the meeting, In fact, he
looked smug and satisfied but
refused 10 go inte the details say-
ing that a joint communique would
be issued later in the evening.

To stress the seriousness of the
business, there were religious ser-
vices before the commencement of
. the meeting at Temple Trees, the

Presidential palace. The Buddhists

ook ‘pansil’, Mr M. H. M. Ashraff

eciled a verse from the Koran,
and Mr K. N. Choksy, a Parsi. said
his prayers from the Zorastrian

scriptures.
As Mr Ronnie de Mel of the
UNP  delegation told The

Hindustan Times earlier, both
sides had realised that time was
running out for Sri Lanka. "There

to get about solving the
. Both stressed the impor-

0 haved a bi-partisan approach to
any talks with the LTTE. It also
wanted any constitutional change
to be dpne with the approval of all
sections of the people of Sri
Lanka, The UNP wanted the gov-
ernment's October 1997 constitu-
tional pproposals to be the basic
documfpnt.
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Five ultras
themselves up

N

A

N
ASSOCIATED PAESS. PRESS TRUST
OF INDVA & REUTERS

COLOMBO, March 11. — With
anti-terrorist commandos clos-
ing in, five suspected Tamil
Tiger rebels hiding in an apart-
ment killed themselves voday
after failing in an apparent bid
to assassinate the country’s
deputy defence minister and
armed forces chiefs,

The five had taken shelter in
the building after the aborted
strike, in which 21 people
including a suicide bomber
were killed and 64 wounded

. The men appeared ta have
used explosives to biow them-
selves up just as serurity forees
were preparing an assault on
their hide-out, officials said.

Security forces commandos
fired teargas shells toc smoke
out the rebels. The fate of the
several families staving w the
flats was not vet known.

Police pressed in powerful
search lights to locate and fish
out the small band of rebels
holed up in the apartment by
cordoning off arca. Spnradie
shooting took place through out
the night.

“The terrorists had come very
well prepared.” =ald Defence
Ministry spokesman, Brigadier
Palitha Fernande.

“They had assorted weapons,
like machie guns and rocket-
propelled grenade Inunchers.”

A trail of violence that started
with a powerful cxpiosion ves-
terday continued for 13 hours
overnight and into the morn-
ing, killing a total of 27 peapie.

Police said in vesterday's
explosion a suicide bonber had
intended to target a motoircade
of government ministers and

. @
“ in Colo

maiurely trigeeved the device
strapped to his chest.

The bomb blast triggered &
gunbattle between th
bambers’ accompiices an
police. Two more rebel bodies
were found at the blast sit
early today.

The atiack came at a tim
when the 5S¢ Lankan govern-
ment and main Oppositio
party are holding talks on
peace plan (6 present to the
guerriilas, in an attempt to enl
the long-standing Tamil ethn
Criais, |

Norway iz playing the role of
a facilitator in an attempt
bring the wo warring sides to
the negotiating table,

Large aress in the Rugagiry

slons coild be heard fr
there.

be hiding.
Details were sketchy, but
ple had been advised to s

lawmakers were meeting fov a
meniily vole on sxiending|the

state of nallonal emergeney
angd Lo discuss the detence
wiry budget.

The Deputy Defence Minister.
Cremeral Anuruddha Ratwatte,
a prime target of the LTTE,
and several senior military and
police officers were in parlia-
ment at the time of ithe ekpla-
slor.

The sovernment information
departmernt said in a statement

blow

ho

had infermed a police check-
point that there was a suspi-
clous man armed with auto-
malic weupons in a nearhy
shop.

Twe policemen went to make
checks and then there was an
explosion followed by firing,
the statement said, adding that
special police commandos from
a nearhy camp had opened fire
at the suspecied LTTE guerril-
las, kilhng three of them on the
spot.

Tha statement zaid that
police had recovered sulcide
boml  jackets, sutomaiic
weapons, grenades, vocket-pro-
pelled grenade inunchers and
ammunifon from the biast
site,

Seniar miliwary officers said
ithey were ‘nvestigating how a
group of suzpected rehels car-
ryving such large guantity of
arms and ammunition could
move around the capital unno-
Liced.

Military helicopters with
searchiights hovered over the
area through the nighi to aid
hundreds of security forces per-
sounel ceinbing the distriet for
the fleeing rebels,

Anajvsrs aaid the rebels
spemed to be testing the gov-
ernment’s resoive for peace.

Theve were no claims of
responsibility {or the explosion
hizt previeus bemb biasts have
been blamed on the Liberation
Tigers of fami! Eelam,

Eigh! vehicies were damaged
in vesterday's sheot-out and
explosions.

One T-55 rifle. two hand
grenades. twe disposable rock-
et-pronelled grenades, one Lm-
ing device and fcur [-36 maga-
zine were recovered frem the
scene of the altack.
e
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~Chandrika keen
to resume talks

ERESS TRUST OF INDIA

COLOMBO, March. 13, — The
Sri Lankan President, Mrs
Chandrika Knmaratunga said
she still prefers to talk to the
LTTE to reach a negaotiated
settlement, but at the same
time would continue the war
with them if proposed talks
under the Norwegian facilita-
tion failed.
Speaking in
J a yphone-in
programime on
the state tele-
vigsion last
week, she said
the aim of her
government
was to reach a
negotiated set-
tlement with
the LTTE to
end the war.
But at the
same time
“the govern-
ment will have
to continue

Mrs Chandrika Kumaratunga

Constitutignal reform progess
even if the main opposition,the

United Nalional Party, refuses

to support it.

Responding to questions, she
said 12 of the 16 registered
political garties in Sy1 Lanka
supported her Constitational
propesals.[The UNP leader, Mr
Ranil Wickramasinghe has
already egpressed his partv's
support | to  the draft
Constitutional pro-
posals finalised by
the government in
1997.

But both leaders
have differed on the
new transitory pro-
posals enabling Mrs
Kumaratunga to
retain her presiden-
tial powers tiil the
end of her six-vear
term.

LTTE suspectis
arrested: Sri
Lankan police have
arrested 12 more

the war if negotiations with the
LTTE do not end successfully,”
she said.

Extracts of the programme
were carried teday by .the
state-run mnewspaper, the
v “Daily News”, Mrs
' Kumaratunga said peace was

in the hearts of all the people
’ in the country, irrespective of

the ethnic origin. On her part
I she had tried to work out a
|

ceasefire with the LTTE for the
last two-and-half years, but
gave up in the end as the rebel
group was not willing 1o agrec

i toit.
Mrs Kumaratunga also said
she would go ahead with the

LTTE shspects in connection
with last Friday’s bomb attack
by a rebel suicide squad and
shooting that left 29 dead.
Those |detained, include two
suspects, who attemnted to
provide|a hideout to rebels in
central| Colombo, where five
guicide bhombers exploded
themsdlves after waging a
night lgng battle with security
forces,
The gntire weaponry along
with suicide bombers were
transpprted in a van, which
made several rounds to that
place. But the plan went hay-
wire after a civilian tipped the
police dbout the movement

THE STA
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IT IS UNFORTUNATE that at a time when the Sri
Lankan President, Ms. Chandrika Kunaratunga,
is striving to create a consensus with the major
opposition United National Party (UNP) on
building a durable peace process, the Norwegian
Government should have fallen and unprece-
dented violence, with street-fighting, shoutd
have broken out in Colombo, with suicide bom-
bers on the prowl. Whatever the pravocation,
nothing should derail the present efforts to
evolve a bipartisan consensus between the two
major Sinhala parties. The historic meeting be-
tween Ms. Kumaratunga and the Leader of the
Opposition, Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe, after
such a bitter election campaign, must be wel-
comed. There are compulsions for both of them
to be seen talking, though it is very difficult to
envisage Mr. Wickremesinghe disregarding his
own political compulsions and responding con-
structively to the devolution package or the po-
litical and electoral reforms on the President’s
agenda. Just as the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) are likely to adopt delaying tactics
on the proposed resumption of direct talks with
the Sri Lankan Government, it does seem that
the UNP would tacticaily engage the President in
negotiations merely to delay the parliamentary
elections. But time is running out for Ms, Kum-
aratungs, who prelers early elections.

In these talks with the UNP leadership, the
President is trying to hammer out a Sinhala con-
sensus on the devolution package and the whole
lot of constitutional reforms she has been ad-
vocating since 1994. The life of the present Par-
liament expires in August and Ms. Kumaratunga
would like to push through the reforms and hold
the next election under a new Constitution, if
possiblie. Apparently, the UNP’s only point of
agreement now is to scrap the Executive Presi-
dency and curtail the powers of Ms. Kumara-
tunga, But the President wants to provide for a
period of transition from the present system to a
Westminster-type parliamentary democracy.

TMrw ckremesinghe would \jke to see the end of

her regime by the end of the present six-year
term. . she can come
back as Prime Minister. Similatly, she would like
to amend the electoral system by combining the
first-ppst-the-post election in a majority of con-
stituencies, with a small percentage of seats
through proportional representation. If the Pres-
ident seeks to undo the Jayewardene Constitu-
tion and enable the ruling party to secure a
rwo-tﬁ?rds majority in Parliament, the Opposi-
tion will try to stonewall this for now.,

The President and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion should recognise that solving the ethnic
problem is as important as pushing through oth-
er constitutional changes at this juncture. They
need to take on the whole gamut of reforms in
the polity, the electoral system and the sharing
of powers with the provinces, with the minor-
ities. The draft proposals on the reforms and the
devolytion package tabled by the Chandrika
Government provide the best starting point for
any negotiations with the UNP or the Tamil par-
ties, irjcluding the LTTE. Now that the President
has cammenced a political dialogue with other
parties. it is up to the people of S1i Lanka, espe-
cially (the Tamils, to ilaunch a campaign to
strengthen democracy and restore peace in the
island| It remains to be seen if the fall of the
Norwegian Government will really affect its facil-
itatiory role. But the LTTE will not be unduly
perturbed by the delay. Realising there can be no
lasting peace without the LTTE, Ms. Kumara-
tunga pwants to go ahead with the Oslo process. It
is for the UNP and Mr, Wickremesinghe to dem-
onstrale their seriousness. The explosions in
Colombo by suicide bombers, and the street-
fighting by suspected Tamil Tigers, obviously
waiting to target the Deputy Defence Minister,
Gen. Ratwatte, among others, carry a strong
message — the LTTE does not give up its targets
easily,| This is the grim scenario in which the
peace|process must go on.

THE HINDU
15 MAR 2000



Chandrika vows t

new Constitution h

P.K. Balachanddran
Colombg, March 15

AL,
DESFITE THE LTTE's contfnuing terr{ist

attacks and ihe opposition UNP's truculence,
Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga
has vowed to continue the talks with them to put in
place & consensual constitution for the country, But
she has warned that if the discussions did not vield
results within the next six months, she would unilater-
ally announce the new Constitution and put it before
the people for approval.
Addressing the foreipn press
corps  here  on  Tuesday,
Mrs.Kumaratunga said that
though she knew that the LTTE
was wedded to violence, murder
and terror and that it would make
another attempt on her life, she
saw a "softening” in its attitude to
talks with Norwegian facilitation.
It had accepted this after rejecting
it for two years. "There is a ray of &

s

yinalise
s (béﬁugust

by August, idTtime for parliamentary elections. She
quashed rumoyrs about plans to advance or postpone
these polls.,

But government had a contingency plan if the UNP
and the LTTE did not come on board and cooperate,
Mrs. Kumaratgnga warned. "We will implement the
package whether the UNP and LTTE join us or not”,
she said.

On the contoversial issue of the merger of the
North and Easl to form a single Tamil province, she
said that the cpnstituent units of the ruling Peoples'
Alliance had already reached agreement and she
hoped that the UNP would agree
toc.

About the LTTE future, she said
despite its belief in the efficacy in
| murder and mayhem, in the long run
it would be forced to agree to a nego-
tiated settlement "for practical rea-
sons”,

It was time that the LTTE realised
that violence would not solve the
Tamil problem, because the Tamil

hope now", Mrs.Kumaratunga
said. e

She hoped to figi ¥
April and thepyShe would send a draft "consensual”
iperto the LTTE for its inputs. But she would
t the LTTE come back with its comments
n & definite time-frame, so that the entire process
consultations could end within six months.
This means that the new constitution would be ready

Chandrika Kumarattinga

people might opt for peace.

As a reconcitiatory  approach
, the government has not put any
r the talks. But government would

towards the L

East during the galks. "There would be de-esg
as the talks progress and on its successfibrOnclusion

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
16 MAR 200



Devolution ‘no pa

acea’

for Lanka’s problems |-

HT Correspondent o
Colombo, aren 37 114

|
EVEN AS the Tamils clamour for
devolution of power to the Tamil
majority North and East and the
Chandrika Kumaratunga
Government thinks that all Sci
Lankan provinces, and not just the
North-East, are entitled to devolu-
tion, Sri Lankan scholar Dr
Tisaranee Gunasekera has used
~data from bome and abroad te
show that devolution is net a
panacea for iniguitous develop-
ment. It could even trigger iniqui-
tous development, she has warned.

In a monograph published by the
Kandy chapter of the International
Centre for Ethnic Studies, Dr
Gunasekera points out that Sri
Lanka with 4 unitary structure has
done better in terms of regionally
balanced development as com-
pared (0 many countries with a
federal structure.

According fo the Report on
Human Development in South
Asia, 75 per cent of the out of
school children in federal India
Hve in the six backward States of

Andhra  Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, UP and
West Bengal.

Out of 1,000 polytechnics, 70 per
cent are in just four States.

Kerala's Hurln 0 ‘bevelupmem
Index (HDI) i (.597, which is
equal to China’s, but Madhya
Pradesh’s HDI at 0.341 is equal to
Rwanda’s.

Explaining thjs, the UNDP says
that local elite| often seize power
that is devolved to the lower levels.
to the detriment of the poor. D
Gunasekera mentions the increase
in the hegemony of the Chiapas in
Mexijco.

In Sn Lanks, doctors in provin-
cial hospitals have struck against
the hegemony|of local administra-
tions and demanded that they be
made part of 4 national structure.

Decentralisgtion in Mexico and
Venezuela has led to increase in
costs due tolneedless multiplica-
tion of administrative structures.
Blockages have increased. Too
many layers of administration may
lead to loss Jof clarity in thought
and action.

Decentralisation might lead to
greater gragsroots participation.
but lack of [funds, awareness and
expertise copld lead o fall in stan-
dards, the

Lack of funds at the provincial
level due to|a small tax base, could
lead to failyre to meet the aspira-
tions of the| iocal people, which in
turn could frigger fissiparous ten-
deneies.

THE HINDUSTAN Tlfr-a
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA g

COLOMBO, March 28. — At
least 52 government soldiers
and 150 rebels have heen killed
and 275 others injured in the
two-day fighting for the control
of northern Jaffna peninsula
even as the Army had to pull
back from a strategic detach-
ment due to heavy overnight
fire from LTTE guerrillas, the
defence ministry said here
today.

Also the death toll of the civil-
ians killed due to artillery fir-
ing by beth sides has gone up
to five, veports from Jaffna
said.

A defence press release this
evening here said naval gun-
beats and helicopter gunships
destroyed five LTTE beats full
of its cadre when they attempt-
ed to land in southern Jaffna

1200
A}’my-

i

coasg todav

It said so far B0 Army soldiers
and two officers have heen
killed and 94 others along wik
nine officers injured 1n the
fighting. Anothey 172 soldiers
sustained minoy injuries in ihe
two-day battle.

Amid heavy colinier-atiacks,
the LTTE made everal unsuc-
cessful attempts Lo land a large
number of its padre on the
peninsula, the|release said.
adding that casualties on the
rebel side were

Earlier, the Ar

strategic supply route after it
came under heavy Dre from the
rebels last night.

Threc artillery guns starioned
in the Army cimyp were dam-
aged due to the fiving. The
Army also said it destroved a
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e ;irme “The LTTE
-d Lhe tank from the

ndustine LITE Radio,
hiie, today said only
3in cadres were killed. It
aimed ity guerrillas have
gained territory on many fronts
inflicting huge losses on the
Army. The fighting mainly con-
cemrated al Palay village,
focaled on the main highway
connaciing Jaffna peninsula
with the rest of the country,
Falay. by wirtue of its loca-
tion. formed the gateway to the
sninsuia and provided a key
plv route to 1,700 Army
trouns holed in the Army"s
izgeal gArvignn at Narrow
cavay, elephant pass,
(b Army and the LTTE
made conflicting claims over
{he control of Palay.
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No withdrawal of
troops for talks with

"

LTTE:

L

P K Balachanddran H:’ ;,

Colombo, January 31

SRI LANKAN President Mrs
Chandrika Kumaratunga has made
it clear that while she will give the
on-going peace process every
chance, there is 'no guestion’ of
withdrawing the security forces
from their camps and bases to
facilitate tatks with the LTTE.

According to The Sunday Times,
Mrs Kumaratunga told the com-
manders of the army, navy and air
force on Friday that the LTTE
would also have to renounce vio-
lence and lay down arms as part of
the peace process. Analyst Igbai
Athas understands that the
President has even ruled out she
possibility of the forces being “con-
fined to barracks” during the talks,
“When the security forces were
confined to their camps and bar-
racks during the peace talks in
1989 and 1994, the LTTE made full
use of the {reedom to move about
to build wp and regroup to the
utter detriment of the forces,” Mr
Athas pointed out.

Confinement to the camps, with
no offensive patroiling, would give
the forces a debilitating ‘defensive
mindset’, warned anaiyst Dayan
Jayatilleka. Peace talks would per
se weaken the government's nego-
tiating position because they send
out the signal that the guerrilias
kave, by thelr grit and determina-
tion, forced a weak government to

han
, 1

rika

hold ralkshe said. “Also, talks will
send out the signal 10 rebel groups
across theworld that by killing big
leaders {jke Rajiv Gandhi and
Premadasg or attempting to kil a
Presiden like Chandrika
Kumaratfinga, they can force &
government to come 1o its knees,”
ilkeka pointed out. He
d the current tendency to
state and the insurgent
an equal footing. “While
is expected to fight a lim

)

camgrafgt, Mr Jayatilleka said that
it was time Sri Lankan forces were
given | offensive weapons which
could) inflict “unacceptable levels
of capualties” on the cnemy. He
advogated the purchase of
AWACS, high flving ground attack
atrcraft with electronically driven
cannon and helicopter gunships.
“The security forces are now in a
good position to take on the LTTE
with such weaponry, because the
tatter is pow usiag the tactios of a
copventional force. deploying
large formations. The apen and
flay terrain in Jaffna and Elephant
Pags, where the next round of
ighting is expected to take place,




‘Join us, be a hero, new LTTE mantra

Recruitment drive to net-at Teast 30 pc o

— 3

PR

P.K. Balachanddran
Colombo, February 1

in the conventional battles fought in the

past five years, the LTTE is increasingly
tarning to school kids 1o replenish its strength,
says the latest report of the University Teachers'
for Human Rights (Jaffna).

Going by the vigour and scale of the recruit-
ment drive in Wanni, an area in north Sri Lanka
which the LTTE controls, the Tamil rebels may
be planning to entice or motivate at least 30 per
cent of the school boys and girls coming of age,
the UTHRYJ says.

The report points out that according to the
LTTE's own admission, it has lost 10,000 fight-
ing cadres in the past five vears or 2000 per
year.

Tt will therefore have to recruit 2000 a year at
least to maintain its past strength. Given the
demographic situation in the Wanni with a pop-
ulation of 300,000, this means that it has to tar-
get at least 30 per cent of the school kids com-
ing of age there.

The report says that the LTTE's recruiting
parties, spearheaded by powerful speakers,
barge into schools, and after getting the regular
classes suspended, deliver fiery speeches in a

HAVING SUSTAINED heavy casualties

bid to insbire the youngsters to
ment forthwith.

The propagandists, some of wh
scars, instil a sense of shame in th
sitting in front of them by rhet
them what they are doing for th

join the move-

m show hattle

12 young minds

orically asking
e Tamils' strug-

gle for freedom when fellow Tamils are being

killed, maimed and raped by "Sit

"They are given highly exagge
of the "brutality” of the Sinhaj
how food is denied to them,
women are raped and murdered
army control. "It is better to

nhala racists.

ese army, told
and how their
in areas under
fight such an

enemy and die as a martyr than to die having

done nothing, The Tamil nation
a martyr forever," the LTTE prg

Living in a battleground for th
of the ethnic conflict, with the

will remember
pagandists say.
e past 16 years
fear of death,

destruction and displacement stalking them day

in and day out, and with no ‘end
what the LTTE propagandisty
chord among the kids, and somg

to this in sight,
say strikes a
do join up, the

UTHRI says. But there is repistance too, it

adds. Resistance is triggered by
of the recruitment effort.

the magnitude

Two jhousand per year or 30 |per cent of the

school-goers in Class X and ab«

ve from a pop-

ulation base of just 300,000, is |a large propor-

tion indeed. So, schoolmasters

tell the kids to
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f school children coming of age

rated accounts
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obediently listen to the lectures but ask them
not to join up. Many kids are sent home if the
mastets get to know of the recruiters' presence .

The UTHRI report says that the LTTE lead-
ership is aware of this and they make it a point
to tell the kids that their educarion will not be
stopped if they join the movement because
classes teaching the regular Sri Lankan curricu-
la will be held for them in the camps.

LTTEL supremo Prabhakaran's commitment to
education is stressed very strongly to appeal to
the Tamils' penchant for education and some-
where appease the parents.

The recruiters also let the unwilling return if
they want to go back to their homes. Though
there is a fear that deserters may be caught and
taken back, there are cases of kids escaping and
not being chased.

At the same time, there are very reai pressures
on Wanni's people, the UTHRJ says. There is
compulsory military training three days a week
for everybody, not just for school kids. Unless
one is a participant in these training sessions, he
or she will not be able to get the LTTE card nec-
essary to make purchases in the Jocal market.

And a family which has ncbody undergoing
training cannot leave the Wanni unless it coughs
up a heavy fine running into half a lakh some-
times. e



% NORWAY AS FACILITATOR . \/

THERE APPEARS TC be some movement at last
on the Sri Lankan peace process as the country
celebrated its independence day. Recently, the
main opposition United National Party {(UNP)
offered to cooperate with the Government in fi-
nalising the devolution package. And now, Nor-
way has agreed to play the facilitator’s role to
broker talks between the Government in Col-
ombo and the rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (L.TTE}. Optimists may call it a break-
through. But this is only one side of the piciure.
Since you need rwo hands to clap, there can be
no meaningful tatks uniess the LTTE indicates a
real seriousness about finding a negotiated polit-
ical solution to the ethnic issue. Oslo has been
lucky in facilitating a peace process in other
strife-torn parts of the world, notably in West
Asia. It rernains to be seen if it can bring into play
the same magic and luck for the strangulated
peace process in Sti Lanka. Colombo had also
suggested the Norwegian initiative and the Pres-
ident, Ms, Chandrika Kumaratunga, made it
known last month that the LTTE had turned
down the good offices of the former Secretary
General of the Commonwealth. There has been
no formal communication yet from the Tamil
Tigers on whether they are prepared to accept
the Norwegian offer and if they are ready 1o
break the ice. .

More important perhaps is the UNP's offer
10 cooperale with the People’s Alliance Govern-
ment in wrapping up the devolution package,
which has been on the table for more than four
years now. 1t could not be pushed through the
Parliamentary Select Commiitee or Parliament
itself without the backing of the main Sinbhala
opposition party. 11 is not as though the UNP and
its leader, Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe, suddenly
see mmerit in the devolution proposals or on the
need for a national consensus now. The immi-
nent threat of a Bill to legitimise floor crossings
in Parliament has shaken the UNP, amidst per-
sistent rumours that the 16 or more party MPs

needed to prpvide the Chandrika degime with a
two-thirds majority in the House arg now ready
to change their loyalties. The offer\of cooper-
ation may be aimed more at preventing a split in
the UNP. But whatever the motive, it §s now in-
cumbent or the part of the Goverjyment to
evolve a ‘southern’ consensus on the dévolution
package. If the two Sinhala partics agree on the
core contents, the Tamil and Muslim parties rep-
resented in Parliament may be willing to consid-
er it more sdriously. It is the Sinhala political will
to find a solption that will now be on test, and ifa
nationai consensus emerges, the pressure will

ment as eldctions are due by August this year. If
the Government and the Cpposition agree on
the devolution package and constitutional re-

forms that have been talked about for five years
now, Parliament can vote the changes with the
required two-thirds majority before its term ex-
pires. Fresh elections will then be held on that
basis. Thongh Colombo wants to invite the LTTE
w a kind df round table discussion on the pack-
age, it is dpubtful if the Tamil Tigers will attend
such a meeting at this stage. But if they are made
to realise |that a national consensus is on the
anvil and the international community wants to
see an end to the ethnic strife in Sri Lanka, the
LTTE’s options will be narrowed down. If they
continue to shun the path of peace, reconcil-
iation and democracy, they will face greater and
greater isplation. Norway deserves all the sup-
port and |luck to get the two sides back to the
negatiating rable and to continue to talk tll an
agreement is reached. Oslo is taking on a chal-
lenging apd unenviable role, irying to bridge the
chasm between a Sinhala Government and the
dreaded militant outfit.
|
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

COLOMBO, Feb. 6. — The Sri
Lankan President, Mrs
Chandrika Kumaratunga, and
her ruling People’s Alliance
partners, currentiy discussing
the draft proposals on chang-
ing the island’s constitution,
have agreed to revert to parlia-
meniary democracy, a minister
said today.
» The justice and constitutional
9 | affairs minister, Mr GL Peiris,
a key figure behind the govern-
ment’s move to change the con-
stitution, told the Island news-
i paper that PA

leaders have
| | agreed on chang-
i ing the exeeutive
presidency and
devolving powers
to the regions.
He said the
devolution pro-
posals, specially

inated north and

comment on the reported plans
of the Norwegian foreign min-
ister, Mr Knut Vollepack, to
visit Colombo next week to
firm up his government’s role
as a tfacilitator in the peace
talks between the government
and the LTTE.

The state-run Daily News
said today the PA partness
have reached consensus on the
kev issues of devolution and
executive presidency and pro-
posals would soon be put for-
ward to the main Oppasition,
United National Party, and
moderate Tamil parties.

-

MESIA

-1 EER

| COLOMBO, F¢b. 6, —
Lankan troops blasied a | LTTE a con-
rebel bunker with rockets in ;| sensual docu-
Jaffna peninsuly, kilting five ( ment to en-
Tamil rebels,| and killed 1 hance  the
seven more militants in other ! prospects of
skirmishes, the |defence min- |
to the Tamil dom- / istry reported today. The

bunker was in Muhavil, ncar
! east, would be | Elephant Pass on the penin-
put forward to|sula that has|once again | cess after the
the LTTE in the | become the baftleground in | discussions

two-thirds majority, followed
by| a simple majority in a refer-
erjdun,

! My Peiris
said the gov-
ernment will

Sri| present the

its implemen-
tation. “The
LTTE will
join the pro-

forthcoming | the war between government | with the
peace talks. He, | forces and LTTE. — AP :UNP.  The
however, did not - IPresident is

Keen on a breakthrough of
achieving consensus with all
other parties o be presented to
the LTTE.”

The LTTE, meanwhile,

reportedly issued leaflets in
rorthern Vanni saying it was
willing to hold tulks with the
overnment provided army
sithdrew its troops in the
orth and east to the positions
eld before 1995 and a third
arty is involved as mediator.

It also oxpressed its oppusi




power. President Francois Mitterrand of France rode ta victe-
ry in the 1981 elections pledging that if elected. he would cut
the seven year term of the French presidency to five. He left
the Elysee Palace only after he had [completed two full seven
year terms. Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga
won the elections in 1994 on the mardate that she would abal-
ish the executive presidency and r¢vert to the Westminster
style of parliamentary democracy.| With the parliamentary
elections due later this vear, she has been repeatedly remind-
ed by her critics of the unkept promise. Morcover, several
smaller parties, including the one donstituted by the former
JVP rebels, had pledged their suppprt to her in 1994 on the
specific assurance that she will see through the constitutional
change. They set up their own canflidate against her in the
presidential elections, last October, o underline their unhap-
piness over her failure to deliver on the promise,

Mrs Kumaratunga is now keen to salvage her credibility by
conveying her earnestness in pursuing the proposal. Several of
her partners in the ruling alliance top have been insisting that
the couniry shoukd be returned to the parliamentary system.
They fee! that the rise of insurgency, especially in the south,
has been a consequence of concentration of all constitutional
power in one person. The oppositign United National Party,
which had ushered in the presidential form of government in
1978, has also shown its inclination|to support the move for
such a constitutional change. Now [that Mrs Kumaratunga's
coalition partners have reached an agreement on the detailed
proposal, it is to be taken up with the Tamil parties next week.
Most Tamil parties have been of thp opinion that the ethnic
tangle could have been sorted out mfuch earlier under a more
horizontally spread out power strucfure. So, there appears to
be a broad consensus emerging in favour of a return fo the
Westminster style of government. However, difficulties could
arise if this proposal is combined with other suggestions for
constitutional change such as the one concerning sharing of
power between the Centre and the rggions. That is one of the
issues on which the views are sharply|divided. So, if all the pro-
posals for constitutional reforms arg put up as a single pack-
age, it is likely that the move will agpin get stuck. It would be
far more practical to use the emerging consensus for abolition
of the executive presidency in the first place, and leave the
mere controversial issues to be deall with subsequently. Such
an approach will also be indicative of the government’s
earnestness in seeing through the long-awaited change.
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arrives 1n Colombo

for peace t

COLOMBO: The proposed peace
tatks between the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment and the LTTE are expect-
ed o formally begin on Wednesday
with the arrival of Norwegian for-
cign minister Knut Voileback here
1o brief leaders in Colombo about
lus recent discussions with LTTE
representatives in London.

During his visit. Mr Volleback will
also be firming up Norway's role as
a third party facilitator in talks be-
tween the Sl Lankan government
and the LTTE. He is scheduled to
mect President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga. foreign minister Laksh-
man Kadirgamar and leader of the
opposition United National Party
(UNPY. Ranil Wickramasinghe,

Significantly, the Norwegian min-
ister is visiting Colombo afier his
reported meeting  with L1TTE
spokesman Anaton Balasingham in
London last week. 'The talks be-
tween the two were confirmed by
toreign officials here. [t was still not
clear whether LTTE has 1aid dow
any conditions for resuming talks,
The Sri Lankan government. for jts
part, insists the rebel group should
give up its demand for ‘Eclam’. 4

“ ’/
n)
separate state fog Timils,

Leaders of maderate Tami) pyr-
ties here speculgte that as a p
rondition for talks. the LTTE ha

cen insisting on a pull-back by the

i Lankan army 1o pre-1994 posi-
tions, which includes the withdraw-
al of soldiers from government-
controlled northern Jaffna.

Announcing Mr Volleback's vis-
it. a foreign office press release said
here on February 11 that he would
he coming 1o discuss “the possibili-
1y of Norway assisting discussions
to take place between the govern-
ment and the LTTE aimed at re-
sofving the ethnic problem,”

President Kumaratunga receatly
said that a similar initlative by the
Norwegian government had been
turned down by the LTTE last year,
stating that it would talk only after
the December 21 presidential polls.
which she won.

Besides the army pull-back to
pre-1994 positions, the TTE has
also becn insisting on an interna-
tional third parly mediator who
could provide guarantees for the
iplementation of any future
agrecment. (p1)
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that; criticism of its affuirs |
[:uufq be reduced by proh ibiting
ail irs emplosees from dis.

e govern-

By AG NOORANI

(44 ou
ment deny the Press lie. Such information should -
acceds to all public pormally be chanrelied 1o the

institutions any prohibit inter-
vicws with all' governmental
emplovees™? Justice William
Douglas of the United States
Supreme Court asked. On 1
February, Sri Lanka’s govern-
ment answered the gquestion in
an arrogani alfirmative. It, in
effect. barred public servants

consider

Press through the Directer of
Information.

“They may., however, issue
such information direct if they

The author is a lawyver and

commentator on current

affairs.
that the circum-

from speaking 1o the press and stances make it heecessary to do

also gagged the citizen. For. his
anlv source of information is
the press. judicially recognized
as "surrogates for e public”,
Beprived of informaiion. the
citizen cannet subject official
acts to his scruriny.

What Chief Justice |
Warren E Burpger |
gatd of the role of'J
the press in repur- |
ing trals in courrs 13
all tuo true of its
function in relation
1o the enive process
of the covriey's sov-
ernaice. He wrote
1980 in the fameus
Richmond News.
papers case, “Ins-
tead of acquiring
information ahout
trials by firsthund
ohservation or by
word uf mourh from
thase who attended.
peuple now acquire .
it chiefly through the print and
electronic media. [n a zense.
this validates the media claim
of functioning as stvrogates far
the public,”

COLONIAL ETHOS

The Cabinet decided to
enforee the old Establishment
Code of colonial times “strict-
Iv". A highly respected political
scientist. Javadeva Uvanpgorda,
aptly characterised it as an
“arcnaic and ourdated piece of
legislation” which hitherto, did
nat prevent goverament offi-
cials from speaking to the
media freely, albeit discreetly.
The letter of the code must be
read in the context of the clime
of constraints which the gov-
ernment is building up.

Not surprisingly, a fierce con-
troversy has erupted since that
day. 1 Februarv, when the min-
igtey for posts, telecommunica-

Ctions and the medin, Mangala
Samaraweera, brought the
Establishment Code to the
notice of the Cabinet and said
it weuld, hereafter, be enforced
strietly; in particular, section 3
of chapter XXX of volume T and
secticn 6 of chapter XLVII of
volume 11 of the code. The for-
mer bans interviews by offi-
cials to the press “in order to
criticise the government”.

It 1z section 6 which concerns
“release of information to the
press or the public”. It says: “A
Secretary or Head of Depart-
ment may usge his diseretion in
supplying to the Press or the
! Public, information regarding
Government and Departmental
activities which mayv be of

S S

interest and value to the pub-

80, The information should
all cages be confined to facts.
statisties, etc., and on no
account should any exprossion
of opinion be preferred. No
information, even wien con-
" fined to statements of facts.
v should be given where ite pub-

lication may embarrass the
Government as a whoele o any

' Government Department or

officer. {n case of doubt, the

Minister concerned should he

consuited.”
Not seldoem a bare recital of
facts and statistice can be mis-
leading. Giving the complexity
of modern governmenti the
media relies on officials to pro-
vide the bavkground and
describe the nmplications ol «
decision, The two build up «
rapport based on mutual cordi-
dence. This is of the easence of
the relationship between the
state arad the media in presera
times.

The minutige that folluw
reflect the eolonial ethos faith-
fully. The head of the depart-
mert is directed to inguire
“from every staff officer”
whether he was the source of a
press report which attributes it
tn an official source,

FREE MEDIA

Only the secretary or head of
department may speak to the
presz (para B:2). Uthers, unless
“specially authorized”, ave
barred from doing so. Para 6:5
adds: “An Officer, not specially
authorised in that behalf, other
than those referred 1o in sec-
tion 6:2, is forbidden to allow
himself to be interviewed on, or
communicate, either directly or
indirectly, any information
which he may have gained In
the course of his official duties
to any person, melusive of the
press, who is not offically enti-
tled to receive such informa-
tion.”

How many of these havried
top officials will have the time
to meet the press? The “special-
v authorised” officer will be ne
more than an official spokes-
mah dighing cut the official
spin, with extra crumbs for
favourites who toe the govern-
ment’s line,

This will have what the
courts characterise as “a chill-
ing effect” on the flow of infor-
mution 1o the government’s
masters, the people, and be a
gag on their right to know. As
duatice Douglas pointed out.
while posing his rhetorical
guestion, “A state might dectde

/QSRI LANKA GAG

Ban On Informing The, People

THE STATESMAN

CUSSING wovernmental opera-
Lons 1 1nrerviews with che
media. leaviug criticiam of the
state to those with the time.
=nergy, ability and inclination
Ly comimunicate through the
tiedls,”
CSuch gugs might wel] vome
mto vogrue in India if we do not
wateh out. In 1981, MGR s
regime in Tamil Nadu made an
order forbidding its officials
from fu riishing any informa-
Hen 1o the press. Gujarai fol-
,}'.’We{i suit shortly therealter.
the police control room in
—————— Ahmedabad rasg
instructed nat o
’ give any information
’ to the press in the
i wake of the palice
} tevoli. The Shiv
Sera-BIP govern-
} { ment of Maharash-

i tra made an arde;
/# ot 3 November 19G7
/, | on the same [ines ne

y

MGRs ediet.

i
J
i
f
) ment on the opening
; of Parliament on 6
’ J_anuar}' 1895, Pre-
sident Chandrika
[ maratunga
lamenred: "Our
CAPACItY to protest
—————1 had became blunted;
a dissenting view was seldom
heard: and our ability to feel
aid b express outrage was no
lonzer capable of effeciive
expression. No greater tragedy
car Lefull a society which

LR
respects even the basic ele. |

ments of the democratic trod;-
i T 1o | .
o, L The media in our coun-
v have operared fur too fong

drbIions and pressures. We
3\'1:3:"1. ta bring into existency
conditions which will enable
vhe media o operate withous i
hindrance.”

BROKEN PLEDGE

That pledge has been broken.

Article 14(1)(2) of the Constj.
tution of 81 Lanka guarnntees
to every citizen the fundamen-
tal right to “the freedom of
speech and expression includ-
ing publication™. Article 13
Lzstions the grounds on which
the right can be restricted by
Yaw — racial and religious har-
mony; parliamentary privilege:
contempt of coury; defamation:
mcitement to an offence:
national security: public order
and the protection of public
health oy morality; respect for
the righits of ethers: ar “the just
requirements of the general
welfare of a democratic spei.
ety”,
Nene of them covers the code,
It is saved ouly by Articie 16
Whichq exempts existing laws
even if they are violative of the
rights. The first working draft
of a new Constitution, which
ithe wovernment placed before
the select committee of Parkia.
ment o 25 January 1995, and
the rew draft, which it pub-
lished on 26 March 1997, alsa
retained the exemption clause
for existing laws (lause 24),

Of what avail the fundamen-
Lal vights if they are to he sub-
lect to colonial laws? The
Constitution of India declares
{(Article 13) existing laws to be
void if they are inconsistent
with fundamental rights.

Mt an atilesphere pervadea b {
I

1
|
i
i
i
!
l
i
!
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ETTE: Pre-1995 position

not a condi iOI}

P K Balachanddran
Colombo, Febrary 17

Wy \

“rfHE LTTE has told the

% Lankan government through

A a Norwegian facilitator, that
it would not insist that the security
forces withdraw from the Jaffna
peninsula o pre-1995 positions as
a pre-condition tor talks, reliable
sourees 1oid The Hindustan Times

today,
Observers here view this as a
"significant  ¢limb  down.” But

appatently, it was not a unilateral
step. As a quid pro quo, the
Lankan government is understood
to have assured the LTTE that it
would not insist that the LTTE lay
down arms ahead of talks.

The LTTE's offer was conveyed
by its political advisor, Dr Anton
Batasingham to the MNorwegian
facititator, Foreign Minister Knut
Vollebaek, when the two met in
London fast Saturday. The LTTE
demand that the Lankan govern-
ment to withdraw its armed forces

to pre-Operation Rivisesa or pre-
1995 positions had been a major
stumbling block in any effort 1o
hold talks.

Now realising that the govem-
ment would not, on ary account.
give up the gains made in the 1993-
96 operations in the peninsula, and
given the difficulty of recapturing
Taffna milditarily, the LTTE leader-
ship  has now  sidglined  the
demand. But such a climb down
can be justified without loss ol
face, becanse the govgrnment has.
on its part, also climbed down
from its earlier stang that there
can be no talks undeps the Tigers
lay downa arms and| eschew via-
lence. However, weighing the two
steps, imdependent gbservers con-
sider the LYTE's clispb down o be
maore significant. The Sri Lankans
think that the LTS new attifude
stems from us inabpiity 10 recruit
enough people tofcarrv on the
armed struggle in e way in which
it is being condudied now. The
LTTE s now fighiing a conven-

Eg&talk§%

vonal war, thrwing farge jumbers
it hattle 1o captur e carhips aond
hotd territory especially in castern
Wanni, iis "heertlund” and the
jocaton of Frabhakaran's commu-
nivation and commend centre. the
so ealled "On Four Base”

The trophaes that o conventional
WAL COn SeCuTe 2IVe rise W Visluns
of arandeur and power, which in
i, are oxcellent grist W the
Tigers propagaeda mill, Buy con-
senziens’ we D b meant the
deplovnam of hrge number mey
and the st v af Tosamgelaree
migphes ot e LT does
not fires e wnpos et o throw
sty ek b ple Nur can i hose
i P orow ot onctations it s
takeny ey coaaabiies,

The FUVE S recruitment pool s
very srmil Pl contiiuous nis-
fon of famis boas resalted mthe
dwinditng of tie communmty. it s
also shundindy elear that the pea-
ple ~0il v ahe Jaffnas peniosata
Lappresinatiy SNy do ot
WUD Lo .
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LTTE Wauts

rJV

before" resumlng ialogue ™

COLOMBO: The Liberation
Tigees of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) will
demand withdrawal of all troops
fram the north and east, before re-
suming negotiations with the pov-
ernment that were being facilitated
by Norway. the local media guoting
the LTTEs Anton Balasingham re-
ported.

Another condition the LTTE
would insist on, is the removal of all
check points and the smooth flow
of food and medicines to the areas
under LTTE control. Mr Balasing-
ham. however, is reported to have
said that the LTTE would talk to
the government. though it did not
believe President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga was sincere. it would do
so, simply to prove to the western
world that the LTTE was prepared
for a negotiated political settle-
ment, he said.

Ms Kumaratunga last week held
talks with Norwegian foreign min-
isier Knut Volleback who was
asked to use the good offices of his

gavernment {o bring the LTTE be-.

fore the negotiating table.

According to a report in The
Surday Ieader. foreipn minister
Lakshman Kadirgamar is expected
to meet Dr Balasingham and
ETTE's international spokesman V.
Mancharan shortly, to facilitate
talks with the Sri Lankan govern-
ment.

A government official said that
India will be kept privy to the peace
troves. as 1t had belped St Lanka
0N NUMETOUS 0CCAsons.

Mr Balasingham, who had an-
nounced the LTTE's conditions for
tatks last week, during an address to
' a large number of Tamils in Eng-

land said that Ms Kumgratunga was
not sincere in her effprts to solve
the ongoing conflict. An audiv tape
of his speech had repgriedly been
s2nt to Ms Kumuaraturiga v the Sri
Lankan mission in London.
Mcanwhile, i1 agreement is
reached for talks petween the
LTTE and the |government.
through the good dffices of the
Norwegian government. the taiks
will in all probabilityfbe held in the
Norwegian capital Oslo. informed
sources said,
“A government delegation will
not be keen to go tofthe Tiger con-
trolled territory, noy will an I1TE
delegation be prepared to meet in
government contrdiled arcas,” a
top government seyree is reported
ta have said.
The Sundav Leudpr also said that
in the wake of the current develop-
ments. the dradt constitution will
not be passed into lpw until the out-
come of the peage negofiations
with the LTTE is known, A ministe-
rial source has reportediy said that
in such a sitwation. the general clec-
tion will be held upder the present
constitution and grevalent system
of proportional representation.
The Norwepian/foreign minisier,
who was in Sri Latka on a day's vis-
it on Wednesday has thrown his
country's hat intg the ring. to bring
about a negotiated settlement to 8o
Lanka's two dacade msurgency
that has claimed jmore than 56.000
hves
A governmentlofficial is reported
to have said that prehiminary dis-
cussions on exploring the modali-
ties of peace negotiations between
the government and UTTE may
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troops withdrawn

vk

take place in Oslo with Ngrwegian

sovernment facilitation. *We will
move very cautiously, It will be a
tong and painstaking process,” he
said.

Mcanwhile, a brief hint of oppo-
sition to the peace process came on
friday. when a small group of Sin-
hala activist groups hastile to peace
moves, demonstrated outside the
Norwegian embassy. Some partici-
pants who attempied to enter the
embassy premises were warned
and dispersed by police.

Norwegian sources are  tight-
lipped about the immediate foilow
up to the visit by their foreign min-
ister. His one day visit was to for-
mally mect president Chandrika
Kumaratunga and other govern-
ment teaders besides opposition
teader Ranil Wickremesinghe.

Diplomatic sources in Cotombo
said that Norway’s style of facilita-
tion of such difficult negotiations
between conflicting parties wasof a
persuasive nature and did not rely
on the use of political pressure.

Mr Vollebaek himself observed
that the conflict in Sri Lanka “can
only be solved by polinical means.”
He has afso stated that he was “en-
vonraged by the expressed willing-
ness to seek a political solution,
but warned that it would take
time.”

Tamil partics have welcomed the
initiative taken by the Norwegian
forcign minister, “11is encouraging
o see the Nerwegian minister with
his vast experience in dealing wiih
serious global issues offering his
services Lo bring an end to the Sri
Lankan ethnic crisis,” one Tamil
party teader said. umn
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By V. 5. Sambandan \’(t A

COLOMBO, FEB. 20. In what is scen as a “'long,
painstaking process’’, preliminary discussions
on the latest Norwegian initiatives towards
conflict- resolution in Sri Lanka are likely to
take place in Oslo, the state media reported
today.

The presence of the Sri Lankan High Com-
missioner to India, Mr. Mangala Mocones-
inghe, during the Norwegian Foreign Minister,
Mr. Vollebaek's mectings is also secn as an
acknowledgement of “kceping India in-
formed.”

The state-run Surday Observer today re-
ported that the preliminary discussions ex-
ploring the modalities of peace negotations
between the Government and the I'TTE may
take place in Oslo with Norwegian facilitation.
No time has been set for the talks,

While Sri Lankan political observers see the
need for confidence-building measures be-
tween the Government and the rebels, a se-
nior British Conservative parliamentarian,
Lord Naseby, has heen reported as calling for
the accommodation of the Thimpu principles
in the process.

Mr. Ketish Loganathan of the Centre for Pol-
icy Studies, who was involved in the 19385
Thimpu walks, told The Ifinduthar the more
immetliate focus prior to the talks was likely (o
be on “military martters” such as the “mod-
alities of ceasefire troop-positioning.”

Comparing the present situation to the
Thimyd sefiing, he said "“the state has moved
further from Thimpu. There is a need to de-
mystify the Timphu principles. But, to give ita

"/ Preliminary talks with

Yy h
concrete Shl}' K’A(‘ burden lies on the|LTTE.
Take out the emotive content from the Thim-
pu and replace jt with a Constitutional and
political form,” he said.

He said “the most serious confidence-
building measure is some mutual assurgnce fo
the safety of the respective leadeyships.”

On the southern reaction tw an citernal
player, Mr. Loganathan said the presence of
an “international peace-keeping force[would
strengthen the hardliners.”

Mr. Sunil Bastian, researcher at the Ipterna-
tional Centre for Ethnic Swdies, Colombo,
points out that the present initjative rejquired
“a concerted effort over a long-term and
would have to be a continuous process.”

The Norwegian interest in world |affairs

HINDU
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LTTE in Oslo

apart, pressure from Furopean countries,
which provide refuge 1o the Sri Lankan Tamils,
Is also seen as a factor pointing to a larger
effort behind the present initiative.

The possibilities of hardline Sinhala opinion
upsctting the applecart “wilt happen only if
the two main political parties take their lines.
By themselves they would not mean much.”
The present situation did not envisage a sce-
nario in which the southern polity would ac-
commodate hardline opinion, he said.

The Secretary General of the Lelam People’s
Revolutionary Liberation Froni, Mr. Suresh
Premachandran, pinned much of the outcome
of the latest initiate on narrewing the chasm
between the Tigers and the Government.
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By V. §. Sambandan

¢eLOMBO, FEB. 24. Sri Lanka's Op-
position, the United National Par-
& (UNP} has decided to work for
dbolishing the Executive Presi-
déncy - an office it introduced 22
¥ears ago.

:Abolition of the Executive Pres-
ncy, which has come to the Sri
kan political centrestage,
Hireatens to derail fresh efforts to-
wards forging peace in the island
With the two major parties taking
pqsmons which are poles apart.

l"I'he ruling People’s Alliance
CPA), which wanted to abaolish the
high office, prefers its continua-
fion at least till the end of the term
of the incumbent President, Ms.
Ghandrika Kumaratunga. The
P, which until a few days ago
faid that there was nothing wrong

th the Executive Presidency but
wanted a President answerable to
Parliament, has now vowed 1o
work for its ‘complete abolition.”
A decision to this effect was taken
at a high-level joint meeting of the
UNP Parliamentary group and the
party’s policy-making working
committee yesterday.

The immediate significance of
the reversal of positions is that it
has set out the sharp differences
between the PA anc the UNP dur-
ing efforts to forge a southern
consensus on the Government's
devolution proposals, aimed at
solving the island's separatist

S

““presidency '

NP agamst xecutolvz\e

. “'If has pushed the devo-
issue it thel bhack-
d,”" a Tamil ParliameRtarian

conflic
lutinh
grou
said.
was introduced, among othér rea-
SONS| 45 @ Measure o overcome
majoritarian pressures on politi-
cal decision- making, minority
politfeal leaders  contend  shat
therg is some advantage in retain-
ing the office. bur with lesser
powers of immunity and greater
accouniability to Parliament.

As the Executive Presldency

Talks between the PA and the '

UNP are ta be held to discuss re-
visiops planned by the Govern-
ment 1o its October 1997 draft
congtitution proposais which pro-
videlfor the abolition of the Exee-
utive Presidency post and gicuter
devgiution of powers. But. with
the pwo parties adopting sharply
opppsite views on the Executive
Presidency, the possibilities of a
southern consensus remain dis-
tant

The UNP's decision to work for
the abolition of the office is in the
bachdrop of the PA's thinking (o
coniinue with the office for six
years, tu enable the President to
conmplete her term of office.

The Government's argument
for fhe continuation of the office
is (Hal Ms. Kumaratunga had re-
cengly won a six-year term of of-
fice pnd that the new Constitution
shod not deprive her of the
marndate she has been given,

-
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Kumaratunga’s peace proposal not

likely to get backing from UNP

Cotombo, December 31 ‘3&” .

Parliamentary elections afrer President

Chandrika Kumaratunga's failed to get a
Presidential mandate sirong enough to press
abead with her peace proposals.

The main opposition Upited National Party
(UNPY, whose support in Parliament is crucial
for Kumaratunga to implement her proposals
to restore peace in the Indian Ocean island torn
by sthuic violence, is unlikelv to lend ber sup-
post.

With UNP leadey Ranil Wickremesinghe,
Kumaratunga's main rival m the December 21
Fresidentinl  clection,  virtually  rejecting
Kumaratunga's overtures 10 the party after her
narrow victory, she may be feft with no option
but to go for early Parliamentary elections, ana-
[ysts said.

The correat six-vear term of Parliament
expires in August.

Kumaratungs, in her victory address, had
invited Wickremesinghe to join ber in forming a
national government to resclve the ethnie con-
fiict. She also invited the Liberation Tigers of
Tami Eclam (LTTE) for talks.

Kumaraturaa started peace negotiations with
the rebels - o afier she won power in 1994, bag
the talks «  wed aftey the LTTE unilaterally

SRI LANKA could be headmg tor early

'& ) broke 'fhe\ aseflre accusing

serious.

Kumaratunga retaliated by launching what
she called "war far peace” agdinst the guerrillas.
marking a sharp escalation jn the conflict thar
has claimed more than 35,000 lives in the last 17
years.

Analysts sald by inviting Wickremesinghe to
join a national government| Kumaratunga was
trying to drive a wedge in the UNDP.

The calewlation was that|if Wickremesinghe
rejected the call a sizeable section of the party
would defect to her ruling People's Alljance
(PA),

They mentioned how five UNP lawmakers
had crossed over 10 the Government's side just
before the Presidential ¢leftions.

"There may be one or two individuals in the
party who want to dross over to the
Government if the UNP opposed the formation
of a national governmjent,” said Javalath
Jayawardena, a member pf the UNP Working
Committee.

He ruled out any split iy the party because the
Presidential elections proved that over 3.6 mil-
lion voters were behind| Wickremesinghe. He
said the party would do better i the
Parliamentary clections.

Al the first meeting of fthe UNP's policy-mak-
ing workihg committee,| Wickremesinghe, who

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

- 1IAN 20

hcr%f Gﬂeiﬁg”"‘wun mast of the Tamil votes in the election,

demonstrated his authority aver the party, thus
belying reports aboutl a possible threat 1o his
leadership.

Wickremesinghe, however, said he was not
apposed to any move towards a peaceful sctife-
ment of the ethnic problem, but wanted more
clarification on Kumaratunga's offer.

‘T am ready to discuss with her on her return
from London,” he told party members, who
were keen to know his response.

"Tt was my proposal that the Government and
the Opposition adopt a bi-partisan approach on
the national issue and then talk to the LTTE on
the setting up of an interim commitiee (o gov-
ern Tamil majority north and east until a per-
manent solution is found,” he said.

"How can 1 not support my own proposal,” be
asked. However, Wickremesinghe expressed
doubts if the LTTE would come for conditional
talks as offered by Kumaratunga wnd said her
Government was likely to continue the military
campaign against the guerriifas. \

No action could be taken va the President's:
offer until her return from London. where she
is underpoing treatment tor mjuries sutfered
during the attempt on her tife, The incident had
left 24 people dead and more than 160 wound-
ed. She is expected to return next week.
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Investigators i

Mother and sister of huma
are questioned by CID sleut

By Charu Lata Joshi
The Times of India News Service

COLOMBO: A crack team of CID
steuths which went to Batticaloa in
castern 8ri Lanka to investigate
into the assassination attempt on
President Chandrika Kumaratunga
on December 18, has taken a
woman and her daughier, suspect-
ed to be the mother and sister of
the female suicide bomber, for
questioning, The attack on the Pres-
ident killed 23 while mjuring her.

While police sources were un-
avaitable for commeant, the director,
information, Arya Rubasinghe, said
the identity of the assassin had
been established. “Parts of ber
clothes and body organs were
pieced together along with the
DNA and other tests to firmly es-
tablish her identity,” he said.

The bomber has been identified
as 33-year-old Gunanayagam Leela
Lakshmi and was apparently a resi-
dent of Thalankuda in Batticaloa.

it is believed that she is a former
student  of Tholankuda Vin-
nayagam Vidyalaya and reportedly
joined the LTTE around 10 vears
back. The CID team also ques-
tioned the present and former prin-
cipals of the school,

In the past, the Tigers have been
accused of assassinating top politi-
cians. including former president
Ranasinghe Premadasa and India’s
former prime  minister Rajiv
Gandhi. The Tigers have, however,
denied the charges.

The rebels reportedly targeted
Ms Kumaratunga because of her
military campaign against them in
the past tive years.

Meanwhile, Ms Kumaratunga al-
feged that Tamils in the north and
east, except in faffna, had voted for
the opposition largely fearing the

tify
bomb
o \‘
v \\ -
LTTE. “If not fyr those threats, |
would have got dround 56 per cent
vates.” she said, ypeaking about the

reduction of hef vote base in Jast
month’s election, She had won the

1994 presidentigh election with 62.5
per cent votes. . LQM[W

“Even then gne &nnot compare
the 1994 victoyy. That victory was
during a very significant time. It
was a time when the people want-
ed a change from a cruel UNP
regime,” she sgid.

In a widely publicised two-hour
interview on the national television
on Monday, the President came
down heavily ou certain private
media and warned that she would
take legal aclion against them for
carrying defamatory stories agatnst
her during the efection campaign.

“I will not allow the media, in
coalition with the opposition UNP,
to sling mud against me ot my chil-
dren 1n the future,” she warned.
“People shpuld bave the right to
know the uuth after paying a price
for a newspaper, Our government
is abliged ko protect this right of
the reader,” she added.

Meanwtjile, a fresh, inter-depart-
menial coptroversy appears to be
brewing within Sri Lanka's inves-
tigative agencies.

Sources from the country’s Na-
tional Injelligence Bureau (N1B),
speaking jon condition of anonymi-
ty. said the Bureau had passed on a
photograph of the suicide bomber
to the pplice department a week
before the incident occurred.
iB team had apparently
progured some photographs of
members of the ‘Freedom Birds' —

puted Yo create trauble during the
presidantial 2lection campaign,




- PRO LTTE TAMIL LEADER SHOT T DEAD

By V.8.Sambandan V\o

COLOMBO, JAN. 5. Colombo rever-
herated to violence today with a
suicide hamber explading herself
near the Prime Minister's Office
and a prominent Tamii pofitical
leader being gunned down in two
separate incidents.

The toll in the suicide blast,
triggered by a woman suspected
to belong to the separatist Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Lelam
(LTTE), has been put at 13 kilted
and 22 injured.

{On December 18, sulc;de
hbomber triggered an explosion at
an election rally addressed by the
President, Ms. Chandria Kuma-
rttunga,  al  the  town  hall
grounds.)

Taday's suicide bomber carried
a National Identity Card with the
name entered as Tillakaratne Ya-
soda of either Kalmunai or Akka-
raipattu in the Eastern Batticaloa
district, the island’s Defence Min-
istry said,

The suicide bomber exploded
herself arcund 9.10 a.m. Six per-

sons, inchlpding the suicide bom-
ber, four palice personnel, two of
them wojnen, and a Sinhalese
woman iffterpreter were killed on
the spot Investigators reco-
vered a metal implant from the
suicide bpmber's severed leg, in-
dicating (that she had suffered
passible battle injuries.

The bomber’s age is estimated
to be hetween 16 and 22 years,

While hospital sources placed
the numper of dead at 11, the De-
fence Ministry said seven per-

S1i Lankan policemen survey the scene of the bomb biast outside the Prime Minister’s office
at Colombo on Wednesday. — Photo: Srivantha Walpola

sons, six of whom
constables, were killed.

A couple of hours [ater, Mr. Ku-
mar Ponnambalam (61), the lead-
er of the All-Ceylon Tamil
Congress (ACTC) and a well-
known lawyer, was shot dead by
unidentified gunmen in a Tamil
residential area in  Colombe
around 11. a.m.

Versions differ on the circum-
stances leading to the killing of
Mr. Ponnambalam, known for his
pro-LTTE pronouncements. Ide-
ologically attuned to separatism,
he was a fierce advocate of the
cause of separation both within
Sri Lanka and abroad.

One versian was that he was
shot dead by unidemtified gun-
men who knew his movements,
while another said he could have
been killed by a person who could
have been travelling with him in
his car. Two hine-mm cartridges
found at the site of the killing are
the only evidence available.

The suicide blast near the PMO
is seen by tne palice as a possible
attesnpt on the life of a Cabinet
Minister, “‘muost probably” the
Deputy Minister for Defence,
Gen. Anuraddha Ratwatte. As th
aged Prirhe Minister, and mother
of the President, Ms. Sirimavo
Bandaranatke, rarely attends of-
fice, it is unfikely that she was tar-
geted, police said, adding that the
explosion occwrred on one of the
routes taken by Cabinet Ministers
to attend the weekly Cabinet
meetings sctheduled for Wednes-
days.

were

Another report, photograph
on Page 14
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THERE HAYS BEEN another round of vielence in
the Sri Lankan capital, Colombo. Another hu-
man bomb exploded, taking a toll of over a doz-
en lives, and unidentified gunmen shot dead a
Tamil leader, Kumar Ponnambalam, in a Tamil-
dominated suburb the same morning. The Sri
Lankan police have no doubts that the woman
suicide bomber was from the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and her targel could have
been the Deputy Minister for Defence, Gen. Rat-
watte. He was supposed to pass through that
road. Itis quite possible that over the years there
has been an improvement in the quality of secu-
rity and a deterioration in the quality of the LTTE
reciuits. What is tragic is that there is just no
value for human life. Except for registering its
continued presence in Colombo, the L'TTE gains
little by these explosions, which kill innocent ci-
vilians too. There have been various theories on
who killed Kumar Ponnambalam. He was known
to be a voice tor the LITE in Colombo. Like the
assassinations of Vijaya Kiunaratunga and Lalith
Athulathimudali, this too could rernain an un-
salved ‘political murder’.

The continuing vielence compounds the
crisis in the island and the President. Ms. Chan-
drika Kumaratunga, is back to square one. She
may have lost her vision in the right eve in the
December 18 blast and shocked the nation with
her recent interview and then her speech on tel-
evision with a closed evelid. Unfortunately, her
swearing-in speech and the address to the na-
tion have not exaclly inspired any confidence.
After preaching against hatred, she has gone on
1o lambast the appasition, the LTTE and even a
section within the military establishment. This
does not make it any ecasier to work towards a
negotiated settlernent to the ethnic crisis. The
President must make up her mind on the kind of
approach she needs to take. Does she want to

KILLING FIELDS

e

call a parliamentary election soon o secure a
maore comfortable majority? is she going to en-
courage defections to engineer a two-thirds ma-
jority in the present House? Or will she set up a
Constitugnt Assembly to take up a full-fledged
reframing of the Constitution? Ms. Kumaratunga
has admifted thart two ‘facilitators’ have tried to
bring thel LITE back to the negotiating table, in
vain. Thdre may be another attempt soon.

‘her approach and plan,
be take the opposition
be clear that there can
be no sdlution (e the Tdmil question without a
broad bjpartisan consehsus between the two
major Siphala parties. Instead of making a public
appea! for the opposition to “join hands™ with
her and|then going hammer and tongs at it, she
might as well invite it for talks to hammer cut a
consengus. Without taking that step, she cannot
get to the LYTE or the nation with a package.
Unless the two Sinhala parties agree to put the

Belore she finals
the best|course woul

icg, she must take some meaningful steps to
wards that solution. Enough lives have
been lost on both sides of the ethnic divide and
the people, despite all the provocations, have
preferyed peace to war and violence. If Ms. Kum-
aratunga is serious about going down in history
as the leader who solved the probiem, she needs
to do|more than criticise the opposition and
blame past leaders. At least in the new millenni-
umm, gne ferventy wishes there is peace in the
troubled island.
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_~—Police cite taped convers#ition as proof

- Whiff of coup in bid
+” on Chandrika, ,

Colombo, Jan. 10 (Agencies). In-
vestigators have found a link be-
tween the atterapted assassina-
tion of President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga last month and a
wider coup conspiracy hy mili-
tary officers, businessmen and
Tamil Tiger vebels, a state-run
newspaper said today.

The Daily News, quoting re-

ports from the Criminal Investiga-
tion Department, said the wife of a
wealthy Tamil banker was being
guestioned in connection with the
alleged ploft.
"~ The newspaper, which named
no source, claimed police had evi-
dence of the conspiracy from
taped telephone conversatians. It
also said the businessmen alleged-
Iy involved in the conspiracy
furned against the President be-
canse they were denied govern-
ment cohtracts.

Government officials declined
{o comment on the report.

Kumaratunga was wounded in
an attempt on her life on Decem-
ber 18 when a suicide bomber det-
onated explosives strapped to her
body at an election rally in Colom-
bo, kiiling 26 people. The Presi-
dent returned to office for a sec-
ond term in the glection held two
days later.

Two newspaper editors, sin-
gled ont for criticism by Ku-

maratunga in a speech last week,
called the allegations of a conspir-
acy ludicrous. Although | they
were notnamed in the report, they
sald they had learned thiough
other channels that thev|were
under suspicion.
The coup allegation “isjan at-
tempt to undermine demdcracy
and is the first step towardsestab-
lishing a police state”, said Victor
Ivan, editor of Ravaya, a Sinhala-
language weekly.
The Daily News said the al-
leged conspirators celebrafed the
news of the bomb attack against
the President, and that army per-
sonnel had planned to seize power
in a military coup if the President
were killed.
On national television last
week, Kumaratunga acenged sev-
eral businessmen of supporting
the LTTE. Elaborating onjthe alle-
gations aired over state radio and
television last night, the Daily
News said the plot came to light
with arrest of Renuka Shanmu-
ganathan, the sister of Golomho-
based Tamil businessman
Thirukumar Nadesan.
An unnamed party
south and a few jouynalists were
involved in the plot,it said, quot-

there had been plans to capture
power through a military coup if
the President was killed in the
townhall bomb blast,” it said.

Defence spokesman Brigadier
Palitha Fernando, however, re-
fused to comment on the allega-
tions saying he had no informa-
tion on the subject.

The paver said police had un-
earthed “vital information” point-
ing to involvement of a “southern
hand” along with other business-
men sympathetic towards the Op-
position United National Party
{(UNP), whose leader Ranil Wickr-
masinghe was defeated by Ku-
maratunga in last month’s presi-
dential elections.

The IINP denied the charges
and criticised the government for
making “irresponsible” state-
ments. UNP secrefary-general
Gamini Athukarale told reporters
that the allegations were partofa
conspiracy by the government to
discredit the party.

“The government is trying to
destroy democracy by implicating
opposition parties inneedless con-
troversies,” he said. The paper
said the businessmen have been
funding both the UNP and the
LTTE. Several other [eading pet-
sonalities connected to this al-
leged plot were to be taken in for
questioning by the CID soan.
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Lanka |

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
COLOMBO,JAN2C _ = Y\

; THE ruling Peokpﬁe ‘s Alv\.ince
*A) said on Thursday it would
nvite the Liberation Tigers of
/ Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to discuss
, its proposed peace package,
which it has decided to present
in Parliament within three
months, .

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the PA chaired by
- President  Chandrika  Ku-
maratunga. A senior Parliamen-
tarian said the President was de-
termined that the package should
go before Parliamient as quickly
as possible.

The peace package, which is a

ovt to invite L

Chandrika Knmaratunga

maratunga three days before the

Presidential election last month.
Today morning, the LTTE

taunched a moitar attack on a

sccé of police pass-
cw PEACE PACKAGE =™ ™
reforms, s Moraweva,
reguires in the east-

~ two-thirds support from Parlia-\"Eé district of

ment to take effect. The Govern-
ment has only a one-member ma-
jority.

It is not known how the ITTE
will respond to the Government’s
invitation when it is made, but
Velupillai Prabhakaran, the [eader
of the group, is set against Ku-

maratunga.
A ITTE suici mber at-
tempted to ~#fssassinate. Ku-

-

Trincomalee,
killing four civilians and one po-
liceman. At least 58 others were
injured in the attack,

A Deputy-Inspector-General
of Police who was inspecting the
parade escaped unhurt.

A large number of civilians,
including parents and relatives
of new recruits, were at the pa-
rade when shells hit the
ground.

E for talks

“Wickremesinghe too backs
move to keep ﬂock together -

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
COLOMBO, JAN 20 \ o

~t

e

IN A desperategamble to&'ep the United National Party (UNP)and _
his leadership of it intact, 0ppositi0n leader Ranil Wickremesinghe hasun-
expectediy announced the party’s support to the Government’s peace
package after dppasing it for five years. "

1In a letter to President Chandrika Kumaratunga on Wednesday,
Wickremesinghe shid that despite reservations, his party would extend
parliamentary support to the constitutional reforms that include contro-
versial measurds for devolution of power to the embattled north-east.

lckremesfn e’s overtly conciliatory offer came amidst reports that
the govemment wys planning to introduce a bill that would enable Op- §
position members {0 cross over to the Government without losing their
i i | Chandrika Kumaratunga is pushing the “cross-over”
emment can muster the mandatory two-thirds sup- .
ss the canstitutional reforms through Parliament,
tulated that a number of UNP members werereadvto |

switch alleglance ta

ducements, but could not as theywould lose their seats in Parliament under

existing provisions,

By extending UNP support to the package, Wickremesinghe is trying to

blunt the ratiorjale
and threaten

for a proposed legislation that will splinter his party |

i$ leaership of it. It is now to be seen if Kumaratunga will *

the ruling People’s Alliance (PA) for a variety of in- )

T

call Wickremesinghe’s bluff or steam on ahead with the cross-overbill.
The fate of four) UNP parliamentarians who crossed over to the PA' |

before the Deckember Presidential clections and were expelled by the

party hangs on the spiccess of the bill. '

At a meeting of

he PA chaired by Kumaratunge today to discuss the -

constitutional refor/ns package, Wickremesinghe's peace offer was dis- |
cussed. “The President was surprised byit. But we will take it up, and give

D
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an appropriate reply,” said a seniarpartiamentarian from the coalition"
pprop pb,, 'seniarp /)/



/ﬁhandrika’s reform \{/

package gets support
\

P. K. Balachanddran ’ ’f\;\
Colombo, January 20 ‘(K N

AT LONG last
the decks bave
been cleared for e
the passage of the
Sri Lankan
Government's rad-
ical Constitutional )
reform package in Parliament with
{ the Opposition United National
i Party (UNP) saying that it will
| unreservedly support it for the
j sake of solving the vexed ethnic
I problem. This was stated in a letler
b from the UNP chief, Mr Ranil
Wickremesinghe, to  President
\(’handrika Kumaratunga on
Wednesday,

"Tt is our position that your
course of action is not the solution
to this preblem. Bat since you dn
not have any other solution, we will
not stand in the way of the course
of action vou wish to adopt.
Therefore, in vrder to ensure that
it 1s suceesstully introduced, we will
extend  you our support in
Parliament. My party will support

the government's| Constijutional
proposals despite its reservations,”
Mr WickremesingHe said.

The support of the UNF, which is
the largest individual party in
Parliament and | is the main
Opposition, will gnsure that the
package gets the required two-
third majority. The UNP leader's
sudden about-turh, on the ques-

the package pajsed so that the
bloody war is ended and ethnic
harmony returns|to the island.
Then there wak the threat from
the proposed Cross Over Bill.
Many UNP MP4 had been on the
verge of defectinjg to the UNP for
various reasons. [[ypically, they saw
no future for them in the UNP

after Mr Wickremesinghe Jost the
Presidentiai elections/y
7

{

n-mumnustmm#:

2 1 JAN 700



(apadoag uSiato. dautiof v sy 1apam o)
: ...ﬂ:;..:Cu m
punog s1 0183ns 2119 041 ‘Araeieu as3)
-BYULS 1)) U0 SUMBD UOHBESITRIL LG ([}
'SUDZLID S8UD PUUIIE S8 DAL 3q (01 aarde
taanu (v ‘ueurinded eyury ug Jo U0
1od Oz 1040 218 OUM 'SIILUIR Y dY L | STILEL
pue sadeniuu] ‘suotd)al sy ur Appiv L)
JEY SUOLEU OM) ASIL], " PURIST DI ji& uDIs
~sassod gl wall uaamig popialp polad
IUDLOUT AL3A B QOL JARY SKOITRU [USTI[IP
OM[,, IBBLT UL 31004 “‘Uofiary Jo Amiuaeg
[rruoja) genag oydor) yangy ng sy

SROUBIIW (IR ], O 2DUDZATSI 3 01
aAsaeUIg Ay A pal
& 2 RG SIRUGRT i}

U0 PIYSESRIN J2UAUNA APIM-A1N0D |

updn pafouor piam STUNUIHAIER ayy ‘Kip

SEMOJU) BU) O10Ja0 UDAD ANG SISyl o)
SIYBLL O8I J0 UL POPAIUGD PR 5041 JO
JUBWAAIBY W ELRURAJIYD-DYBATURUN
AU ST (]3M ST LGHT J0 108 W RARIUA[DL )
-Preurlepusy Ay { Alroely 3sauug oyl
Aq wsyl 1 patuap Appareadal usag nany
$JALE asoLyy ejUR ) LS YO sUavnLd jenbo s
s1yd1s et Ea] 191 JO UOL RIS dG) 10)
S| . 2yl o addnns a0 oyl aanoads
-1ad un aawid m punoByseq saoge iy,

PAN siaYInielo) NG 1Ry puej
INC IRAG AN ([RYS 2UO[B M 1B IPIINI0L
pur Aueuy o dureis sl yns wigold
0 51 JBUY) PUEB aALRUIN B auo Uo ST aim] |,
FULNBISLAAD JO qULIG NJY 01 UDALIP JOsT
spuy pue AIUap! si1 1og yaep g1 ug sodosd
B3 USOPN [HUEL Y1 01 aanBWIayR uv
$1 3510 DIBLYAA SAIBIS SBY) JO S3DHY ALINIDG
a1y Aq pue aoer Fuyna agqy Agq powBus
UL SURRI 001 &4 PO{IY PUE PII0O] 'DO3Nes
-5k Bulaq s1 1L s ssoday so1) eyy uoneu
B 01 3ALBUIGIE Y] St 1eyp srasrdopdiun
Jo aryds sul up sapunutadda w Apenbo
ST puR UGHRSIpJUIIES, 4U3noayy ooy
-eanpa 1aydng o) sanimptoddo 911150y sey
18] UOTIEU B 0} 1Ja] MOU 3AHBLLIDI|E o))
1EYM, JUOLBSIUO0 O5a[RULLG 0 PITOLLOL
TELIOMIPEAL 51§ a50| 01 fep-AgQ-Aep $anUnuos
pue suo@al sy o) sygdn dgsunzin sy
01 sagfus efendue] s o) sigdu sit 180y sey
18R4T QOOEU Y OF 5] MOU aAl TR k)
1BUAL,, (SJ910A [JUIR ] ]h POYSE ARDLIG I
Q)SaJIURUL U002 7411 YL pukist 241
J01sEY 21 pUR 110N 33 Inoy3non|) woy
JTUDWRTHEY JO SIGWIAN LT (B Ul $uiiin)
=91 AL AW Yism arnaenads osam simsos
Ay, ANUNOd 2 (o .._m,oma Jupeads-(ha

s

2

1], a1 JO PURAUIGY [RUODIPRIL B UdH]
pey eyl seaun snondnuas {emgdedond
QU ([ pagnpru I e JIe) 1o e
wapuodapul ue ysamss o) aepaely B
Furyaos ajdoad s 01 luam L o suon
-390 [vlaund 2261 aul up Apuedigasg

L oapdoad jlure ] ag 3o pooyuonEl (0 $93ng
-H1E ag) [ duliodsap Agaiog) pue uoy
-eanpa pue amAgpdund jo sauntioddo
A Mwet0d diysuezng afundury ‘Aol
-L142] SI§ JO vopey e g ospdop m po
s Affuoam oary Aoy 2amod oip Fugsn
23 ogm 'BEBIRIULRY DL 'SIDISRUW JRIUO[0D
MO QUL AQ PAIL ILDIRL BAE[S ¥ ]I | 3]
apew sEY 7G]0 uonniisuoT)y ueolqndoy
A Byl pom Al O] $aduUNOUUR ‘uonny
IO asARYUIS ay) oty Livde
PUe DUBsIp uoied ¢ oaae oiis umo
JSGUT soaTasmaTy - Sunny Haus siaedas
B 52 1503 0 gm 1ey) Ag e asoqe ‘pue
slapeaul weadam: agl Jo wuduu paum
A3 A palanibund JIoMm AJI [j13 SALINNIRD
243435 10) ALOILLIOL JOUNSTP B 1940 3108
memdas v s anu@isd Juapuadopur o
A1o1SiL st afeiuay pure aorigig aradedas
Hatgr suaddipn oy adenduw wald dmy)
10 M A LUOJADTY JO SPUIR L O3, TRYL DI
L3U] PRAIRDAP YANYM UONN0sas v passed
oyl pey ‘9 61 ui powlog ‘(1N 1) 1uord
UDNRISBAT] PRI [IWE ] 94 ] TUBUIUIAACTY
FSDELUIS AL AQ S)IER ] DU U0 pagseal
-Un 10450 0 uS@ Oyl 0 anp pasyeMp
auesdq sounod @uey ey g1 W1 Ajun
SEm M QB DIIR UE U pOIOU sey asun|
UEYUR) LIS LURBQUUIRULOJ YIRS 21sN(

CSHEPURLE $14) 100
AL1ED A 0M IRUL DOURINSSE Wojos Al
nod A | s penary guet ol jo jey
-aq Q) wag) owodag pue sdoad puie eyl
Ul pasaa Apradit AINFIHNLEA0S U H81I19X:
PINOYS WOHTRN WRET [(Ue ], Ayl 18yl aiep
SURLL B ST HOGTHD s11 18 1P ) LoPLs
~0O3 ey) Anunes mp o) pus aptoad Aw
0 OUNGHUE 0] USIM ] "SJLIWUEL D] pUB 253|
SRUUIS al) 0] BOUnD s11Rg1 AUE0maos
M ospe ] o asutede dusn Ag Ajuo os
Op 01 2|1 120 JATY] SIUDUILIDACGE) asnt] [
“apdoad1aafans v Jo qoilsod ag ug st a3

~1aayoad 03 apess oy b_o...b:_, ) g [[RYS 1,

-al pue sy8u [Eustiepuny ne sn Auap
o) souspuadapul wog smol 1B 1amod
HJ) PASD SARY SVUAWILIIAGH) 3RS JALS
-$R03NS 1B 307 9qenalBod B sL 1| "UO[4Aa))
Papum ©oul asapepg o gum Augenba
Jo sIseQ Ayl uo sigdi eonijed mo ams
3% 0} LOJ)Y AXdad ojunid saead ©F Ise) ayup
107 JARY 3N, Halpaoyy Ajagripeuna Fug
-Ip[2ap suonIa@Ag ay uy Awndla apyspue]
B uom o1 1aje) siead om] less Anusw
RIIR 518 poudisor ey e Ay pm)
AR pelopad a1 Wyl sanseall A0l
SIWILIISED 3L IsuImEe 1521cud 1 seam )

onduo
Joioul ayl se (puel syuads  yig-sun
PUR “URLSUU) PO WISTUA TIPUG] §i U0D
-jdod @y jo yunop-sun alogm Anuno
vl ST ; :

[y a L
ey Frgeap ¢ 20r[d 150WII05 @) WS
-ppng,, aard par (g Y adenduey pigo
AYL elRyWS aprW H]-GF WYY SME| lBl
Spanqhs syew ol adaoxa samnod jo voned
-aEp go Argssod Aup popmpoxa (g My
51016 Apngurt B og o1 BYUR| 1S 10) Papa
-ud Ajjeaads $ajon1y S11 I9A0AL0 N Al
-0l BUIUIMDAD LR POINIRSUG) S01)
alaym sy Al pUe oy ot Jo afend
-uE| (B[ F0 YL $° LT L, JO UOISO[Iu Yy
WAyl patudp se |[@m se tiamad jo doinos
-ap [euotda lue pue {ulouone (v1aps) 30j
spuztuop 1oy 3o paznaly Buneys
Lamod Aue wng sjuue 9yl PADROXA 2261
Jo uonmustosy aedjqnday mau ayl

Juanieall jenba jo spum]
Y 01 adurmsse oyl SwiAnny eouapuad
~apul padene opday a0k 1A Fuy e
AljeonewoIsAs uaad pey sisiyppng eey
Ui ) sues o1 Sulepnosuan 1g pole
sem 1L poae(dad teq vegnmisuey urgng

-ay G uenpmnsuesy o pardanoe Aayl
A5 AKY YIM UG UCIIPUOD JRIUSLUEPUNY
O3 UOFAD) JO SUDZIND AL udasiag s1Bu
JO BN EQ UWD|0S aU),, PANSUI 1] 20uls
DRRLEUN SEM LoInsuo) ) 10 67
UDILIOE DU IRYL T8 [1MN0)) AALLY atf] Ag
UBAE BUL I 34T fO SPaom a1 U] 'S g o)
e 2821EUWE T LDIMIN] LU0 013 10)

AMIU0D 0) punog S1 a]33n13s J1uyl2 ayy ‘Anofvuu
ASIPIYUIS Y] UO SUMPP UOPVSVAL JPY] L) SUIZILO
SSV]O PUOIIS SV payvadl aq 01 29430 4aau i ‘wonvndod
S, YUY 1S fo juad sad gz 1200 2.4v oym ‘S AYf

ueq 11§ Ul 1em

URIEMSDIBYUIA ‘g 'V Ag

ﬁw >MU .\.\r

aldes ay) 198 snyg, sarnseau AIOIRGIMILY
-sIp Aue 1surede psdjueiend pey ynym
Jos) gz uolnag Burdosiyal ‘ouspuad
-ApuT §,UDIARY) 10 AL 3 1k parednwrosd
nonmusuoy  Angmog sy s AR
a1 pajeadar pey eyl zz61 W I8ty
WL SB HIPURIEPURG OARLLILIG 'SUA Ylm
JURUILIIAOLY JUOL] PpaNU() [RI0h) SEM )]
TUMOD 801G SR 2] 181 $20URISTIND
110 B[] Ul JApUOM DU SEM 1] "SjIUIR | 9} ot
arqerdanoe vonnos ® puyy o) pey AR
aARL 14N WBpIsald A4} [I1m (ronifod 13aa
-jeym Apynu ol afiuolls Juanigng aged
m padvuvew Aenpar ap pue Aopioneal
-1 ISB[RYUIS AY? 1SIUDKIE S19U)-pieY Y]
‘possed 1IID e APILS, SPWR ] 91y 10) A0
-ouoine pue siamod jo nonnjeisp m pred
-2l Ul \UapIsald ayl Ag UDALR sa0umInsse
[eaa  fugw ol Spaep MUl
-SUEI UL @PIS 9SMEYUIS Y] U0 UGS
-OL JO JVUISUR SNOMHASUOT v sem alay)
Kfpuoous Iayao 311 w118 jo aa1dap les
-sad2u alp F0IMmoYs apis 18119 JO Aem Ayl
uf dunsod wday yorygam aem fae ol Butinp
siead o) 18s0 dn yng ‘uorrdsns Eninw
4O IBLMEQ IQEIUNOWLINSUL AU SBM J1)
‘ARSI SUOSEAL JO IBQUINY B I0f UOMISE
-IP JEU Ul BAUUE 1M Pip $1U3A 'EXUT] IS
Ul ajts e ey 03 pua Apasds e upind
0 wanned FRIeldafd ay) U0 WAl 151y Iay
uoMm pey egumerewny siy ydnogyy
‘paySIuRA N [k pey
‘PBBT AL 2DIO0 UL LI 3511 $ EFumie ey
sl jo Bulmuidag Ayl ye “waqqoxd o
-39 3y 0] UOLNIAS AlIRa LR INOYR BofR[n
-dod jeiaual syl 1sBuowe pasies ussg pey
sadu(] TaAd3BHM -—— 18310 sBm BTN Puo Up
~AGMOL | TSPAIPSILBIN PUNGY BYUR'] LIS Ul S52
-30A O] YOTYM UL BLIUWB|LP 3Y) 21BNIUa30R
0} paalas Al uomsoddo ayl re ueisodxe
qUIOQ 1T9IINOU0D ISOWTE JY ], “IN0AR) Tay
Ul BUTHIoM 152 qLLIOG Y] Fu1mo[jo) 10198
Agiedwss sy 10y 10 FIMOLIET Uaad Udag
aapy Avwt wigrewd ayp 30B] Ul CUOHIIYD
s8] oows Auemdod s edunmereony
sip ul doap daoys ayy Buldagal ‘panad
-Xa URy) WBIBW IaMeLIBU Yot e Ag 180]
(N AR d [RUODEN POILUN 31 Jo ‘ayBut
-SRIIRDP [TUey "1y yusuoddo eonyod
w19 CIaquiaq opoms € Ag durape
QO BUISSESSE UL GMQMUWU ‘.:?«C‘:mﬁ Qz.m Ja]
-J2 9oyJ0 U1 1ay Japoue Suluim (J47S)
Alie]  wWopadl] Bjuel LS a4yl
0 E3UDIRIBWINY BYLUDURYTY "SI
Ul Palnsa1 ‘yuowl Jse| pla ey
-urf IS Ul sTonaaa TWHANUD HI11

WO A
Vo g

ouTIe]

THE HINDU
2 1JAN 20D



“Separatism will not work in Sri Lanka’

ﬂ/] ( By Prasad Kariyawasam Lu\ /1 )
“Ihe L

current political and security sitfiation
in Sriflanka has been a subject of foeus by
many pnalysts and writers in The Hinduw, In
keepinfg with the highest journalistic stan-
dards, fhost such contributions have been un-
biased "and factual. However, the op-ed
feature of January 21 by the forimer Foreign
Secretagy, Mr. AL P Venkateswaran, enritled
“Civil War in 5ri Lanka™ is a conspicuous de-
parture from the wradition of balanced views
expressed by others who contribute regularly
te The Hindno His article cordained inaccu-
rate facts, selective guotes and inisrepresenra-
tions, making his contribution appear as a
justification for separatism tn Sri Lanka. The
following comments are a respose to some of
his tendentious remarks.

[t has been widely accepted by many politi-
cal analysts that the drop in the percentage of
votes in the viclory for the President, Ms.
Chandrika Kumaratunga, was primarily due to
the anti-incurnbency Tactor and due io the
tactics used by the LTTFE to ¢nsure her defeat,
Yet shie pained more votes than the Opposi-
tian leader in the all-imporiant Tamil area,
Taffna district. in an editorial comment follow-
ing her vicwory, T Hindu stated, “yet even if
a number of Tamils may not have voted {or the
President in her re-election bid, she remains
their best bet to usher in an era of peace of-
fering as she has, the first non- chauvinist dis-
pensation in Sri Lanka.”

The commitment shown by the President
foltowing her previous massive electoral victo-
ry in 1995 to find a political solution to the
ethnic issue is well known. She not only sent
emissaries to Jaftna to talk (o the leaders of the
LITE, but the group comprised trusted and
committed personalities close to her, manifes-
ting the President’s earnesiness to reach a po-
litical settlement. This hand of friendship was
repudiated by the L1TE leaders who simply
refused to talk on substantive political issues.
Despite pleas to tocus on issues of relevance,
the LTTE harped on tactical issaes like with-
drawal of woops, etc. Finally, the talks col-
fapsed when the 1ITE sank scveral Naval
ships in a surprise attack in violation of the
ceasefire agreement, and not allowing the
Government to talk on the devalution of pow-
er proposals with the LTTL.

Justifying the current grievances of Tamils
o1 the basiy of the 1972 Republic Constitution
is not only anachronistic but also down right
absurd. This Constitution has been replaced
by the 1978 Constitution for which there are
no less than 16 other amendments primarily
introduced to placate the grievances of the Ta-

mils. Among those amendments, provisions
wete made (o declare Tamil and Sinhala as the
languages of administration throughout Sri
Lanka. Moreover, several provisions were also
introduced 1o guarantee the fundamental
rights of citizens of Sri Lanka without preju-
dice 1o thelr ¢thinicity or religion.

Since the advent of Buddhism in Sri Lanka
at the time of King Ashoka in India, the Sri
Lankan state had vaditionally provided a pro-
tective wimbrella to this religion. However, this
provision has never been at the expense of
other religions in the island. It was only (o
sifeguard to e practitioners of Buddhism
perhaps lrom the forces of religious coercion
that was sweeping through the sub-continent
from time to time against the will of the peo-
ple. Perhaps this may be the reason why
Buddhism survived only in §ri Lanka i the
stib-continent since its birth in India 2,500
years ago. n this contexy, provisions were re-
intraduced in the 1972 Constituton and were
retained in 1978 which state that, it was the
duty of the state (0 foster Buddha Sasana while
asstiring to all refigions, the rights granted by
Articles 10 and 14, Jt must be emphasised that
Buddhism is not a state refigion under the
Constitution. Tn fact no religious group in Sri

OPINION

Lanka has compiained against such provisions
in the Constitution, manifesting that they en-
joy all the privileges and facilities to practice
and foster their religions without any hin-
drance. Only those who promote separatism
are ostentatiously aggrieved by this provision
on refigion in the Constitution.

The population by ethnic composition in Sri
Lanka 1s "Sinhalese — 74 per cent, Sri bankan
Tamils — 12 per cent, Indian Tamils — 6 per
cent, Muslims — 7 per cent and Others — 1
per cent.” Homay be noted that 6 per cent of
the so-called “Indian Tamils” are of recent
Indian origin and five predominantdy in the
central province of Sri Lanka among Sinba-

lese. They and their lcaders who have been

Cabinet Ministers in the Government, have al-
ways disassociated ihemselves from violence
and the separatist Tamil lobby. Most of their
demands have heen won primarily as a result
of peaceful agitation by their leaders, in par-
ticular the Tate Mr. 8. Thondaman, the cmi-
nent. Tamil leader born in India and who
became a well- known natienal figure in Sn
Lanka.

Many Vamil separatists in the past and pre-
sent continue o use Cleghorps Minute ol
1789 as a iustificaton o a O-nation theory
in 8ri Lanka. However, J1s well known that

P
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gh Cleghorn lived in Sri Lanka only for
a brigf period befure being interdicted from
his official dulies on charges of corruption.
Governor North, the first Governor of the Col-
ony af Ceylang indeed dismissed the work of
ClegHorn in the following termis: “"the greatest
part pf what he (Clegharn] wrote after the
coup|d’aeil which he teuk of the country dur-
ing the few days he was inicin 96 (17961 was
absurd.” In fact, if one is to go by the interpre-
tations given by some Colonial administrators
on tHe situation i1 aur region. it would lead to
greater irony.

instance a statement ol another of

(sic)

guesce first arrived in the island, the whale ol it,
with the exception of the woods inhabited by
: wild Bedas (Veddas) was possessed by one
¢ lnterestingly, no mention of the Tamil
ic group at all, which is equally absurd as
ghomn's minute,

the post-independence erd, most Tamil
parties had used Tamil nationalism as a vehi-
1t capture votes in the clections. Perhaps
was a reaction and a response io such

tic

Mavor of Jaftna and manv other TULF Teaders
like Dr. Tiruchelvain had been brutatly mur-

ifm will not work in our region. Responsible
citizens of India should notbe swayed by their



~ Deadline for
 Lanka’s draft

constilution sef

\\3‘ Ny

By Charu Lata Joshi

The Times ot India News Service
COLOMBO: Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga’s ef-
torts to resolve the ethnic dispute
moved a step forward as the ruling
People's Alliance (PA) executive
committee set a deadline of two
weeks to finalise the constitu-
tion. "\dm:ﬁ\\

The draft which will sitbs q\lent-
ly be tabled in Pariiament, will in-
clude proposals for amendmeqt to
bring in devolution of power\for
the norih-eastern provinces. PA
general secretary, agriculture and
lands minister, DM, Jayeratne said
future discussions would be held
under an agenda based on subjects
such as state, Parliament, executive
and legistative powers and the de-
volution of powers therein. Atter
these issues had been discussed

threadbare, the draft will be pre-

sented to the party executive com-
wittee and subsequeéntly presented
10 the opposition United National
Party (UNP) and the LI'TE among
other parties.

The decision to set a deadline for
the draft Constitution comes in the
wake of a letter of support sent by
lcader of opposition, Ranil Wick-
eramasinghe to the President re-
cently. Political pundits say that
having got such an assurance from
the main opposition party, Ms Ku-
maratange has also given up an
idea to introduce a ‘cross-over bill®
in Parliament, which was a step to
legitimise the entry of disaffected
members of the UNP into the rul-
ing PA and thereby secuve a two-
thitds majority for the passing of
the draft Constitution in Parlia-
ment.

PA insiders said the government
was now in the process of trying to
secure a two-thirds majority in Par-
liament through a method of dia-
logue and consultation. Govera-
ment sources also say that the rul-
ing party is likely to formally invite
the UNP to join the peace process
and nominate three members to
he commitiee appoinied to make
changes to the draft Constitution.
While the UNP denies having been
approached on an official level yet,
there is a sense of renewed opti-
mism in both camps.
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\ By V. & Sambandan

COLOMEO, 23. The Sri Lankan Justice and Consti-
tutiona} Affaifs Minister, Prof. G. [.. Peiris, has ex-
pressed confidence that the proposed constitutional
Feforms would gain a Parliamentary majority,
¢ amidst increased hopes on a Norwegian initiative to
play a “'third-party role"” in resolving the ethnic con-
flict. Inn addition, the Government's plan to talk to
the Liberation Tigers of Tami! Eelam (LTTE) is also
seen as part of the latest initiative to end the conflict,

In tune wirh hesjtant hopes of a coming together
of the island’s two main political parties — the rul-
ing People's Alliance and the Opposition United Na-
tional Party (UNP) — sections of the Sri Lankan
media have highlighted the need for a consensus
between the southern political parties in resolving
the conflict.The State-run Sunday Observer has
quoted Prof. Peiris as saying that he was “confident
that the Gavernment could muster the twao-third
majority in Parliament to see the Bill through since
the UNP has piledged support.”

After arriving at a political consensus, the propos-
als would be discussed with the LTTE, the newspa-
per said, adding that the Government was keen on
securing "“the widest possible consultation with all
shades of political opinion” including the LTTF,
“before the final presentation of the proposalis in the
form of a legislation before Parliament.”

On the possibilities of the Norwegian involvement

’? Talks with LTTE on

eiris \/

in resolving the crisis, the Sunday Island said wday
that "governmental sources contirmed that Norway
will play a third-party role” in the talks w be held
with the LTTE on the draft constitutinn.

"The LTTE has favoured a Norwegian mediation
role and has presspd for it,”" the fsland said, adding
that a visit by the Norwegian Foreign Minister, Mr.
Knut Vollebaek,to broker peace telks “'was paost-
poned” because the Syi Lankan Foreign Minister,
Mr. Lakshman Kadirgamar,was not in the country,

There has been mo official word from the Foreign
Ministry en the reports on the Norweigian Foreign
Minister's visit. The Sunday Times. commenting on
the stand taken by the UNP to extend support to the
reforms said, the growing bipartisan support to push
forward the political package, which secks to turn
the country to a| de-facto federal state in alf but
name, gave a ray of hope. Tracing the history of
opposition betwepn the two main parties, the Daify
Mirror on Saturdgy said “the fact of the matter is
that neither of these two leaders {Ms. Kumaratunga
and the UNP Leader, Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe) are
chauvinistic. But. for narrow partisan considera-
tions to either remain in power or come O power
they have prevented a solution to this conflict in the
past. But this time around, can the counuy torn
asunder by petty party politics in the past 50 years
hope that these fwo leaders would arrive at a con-
sensus on the political package? This mpef be the last
real opportunitelfar neace.”
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- Clergy renews peacé effdi'ts

By V. 5. Sdmhcmdanl'5 f "\

COLOMBO, JAN. 24. [ tune with the
overall mood of optimtisim on a
resolution of the decades-lang
separatist conflict, the 5ri Lankan
clorgy has rencwed its efforts to
support the Government propos-
als to seek a peacetul solution.

A clergy organisation, the Inter
Religious  Peace  Foundation
{(IRPF}, represented by a majoricy
of Buddhist clergy proposes 1o
call a meeling with its members
and other religious organisations
to discuss how the clergy could
co-operate with the Government
and the Oppositien in bringing
about peace, the State- run The
Cibserper reported today,

The role of the clergy was sig-
nificant in the conflict resolution
process as attempls o give grea-
ter powers to the minority Tamils

in the past wero met w1rh resist-
ance by sections of the Buddhist
clergy, who apprehend such
changes as a threal to the Sinhala-
Buddhist identity. Eariier. the
Bandaranaike-  Chelvanavakam
Pact could not be impicmented

due to pressure from sections of

the Buddhist clergy.

The recent efforts by the clergy
tiad been an emphasising the piu-
ralistic nature of the Sri lankan
State and on serving as bridge-
buitders between the conflict-rid
Narth-Fast and southern Sri Lan-
ka.

In this backdrop, the IRPEF had
plans to write to the President,
Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga. and
the Opposition leader, Mr. Ranil
Wickremesinghe, seeking meet-
ings with the two leaders to dis-
cuss how the clergy could
co-operate with the Governiment

THE HINDU
25 JAN20D

dnd ‘thL Opposition in bringing
aboutipeace.

Police releasec a photograph of
the suigide-bamber behind the
Decembér 18 essassination  at-
tempt on- Ms. Kumaratunga, and
announced a Rs. 2 million reward
for those providing information.
I'he photegraph was published by
the State-run Paily News, bur no
name or other identitication de-
tails were given.

LINT reports:

The former indian Prime Min-
ister, Mr. I. K. Gujral, the former
Chicef justice, Mr. P, N. Bhagwati,
and scholars Mr. Upendra Baxi
and Mr. Ashish Nandy are among
the 100 international participants
wha will attend a series of evenis
being organised to commemorate”
the late Dr. Neelam: Thiruchel-
vam'’s hirthday herc on fanuary
31.




Bilateral talks will not

be effective now, say
Lankan minister "

\

4
By Charu Lata Joshi 7& f
The Times of India News Servigé *

NEW DELHI: Mixed reactions:
have greeted a Norwegian delega-:
tion's recent efforts to broker a |
peace deal between the $ri Lankan !
government and the militant
LTTE. “In the prevailing atmos-
phere of mistrust. bilateral talks be-
tween the two sides will not work.,
We welcome facilitation,” said
G.L.Peiris. minister of justice and
constitutional Atfairs. The opposi-
tien United National Party (UNP),
which has been trumpeting the
cause of a brokered settlement, is

welcoming but wary. % ko
Says party geners !ecretary.

Karu Javesurva, “ We have agreed
to provide conditional support to
the government's peace initiatives.
While the delegation has not yet
met us. this is a good start.”

The start involved broad discus-
sions between Norwegian state sec-
retary, Lelv Lunde and leaders of
Tamil partics.

“They (Norwegians) wouldn't in-
dicate anvthing because whatever
thev are engaged in is very sensitive
and they are doing it very discreet-
ly. But it is clear that their initiative
continues and nobody should do
anvthing to hinder the process giv-
cn their expertise,” says R. Sam-
panathan, general secretary of the
Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF).

The reference point obviously is
the historic peace deal between the
Istaelis® and the Palestinians in
1993 and the Norwegian deputy
foreign minister Wegger Stroem-

S

3

men’s earlier statement that Nor-
way would attempt the same solu-
tion in Sri Lanka.
It was in view of these develop-
ments that the Norwegian Foreign
Minister Knut Vollebagk had
planned to visit Sti Lanka lhst week
but the trip was cancelled as his Sri
Lankan counterpart Lakshman
Kadirgamar was not in the|country.
The Norwegians have majntained
that no cffective solutior] can be
worked out without the complete
participation of the militanf LTTE.
The initiative comes in the wake
of LTTE lzader Prabhakaran’s an-
nual birthday address on Novem-
becr 26, last vear. in which he had
emphasised the need for a {foreign,
third party mediation,” Bu} there is
little euphoria among foreign min-
istry insiders who feel thatit would

be difficult to get the LTTE on to -

the negotiating table. Says
er, “President Kumaratur
volution proposal was
three years back and rejected by
the LTTE, there's little refason for
thermn to agree now.”
However, there are reasc
lieve that the situation is sli
ferent today than it was three years
back. The ruling People’s |Alliance
{PA) coatition has obtained the con-
ditional support of almost 2
in introducing a new constj
Parliament within the ne
months that would aim to
power to the regions, incly
north and cast administes
with a tangible mediator in

ga's de-

ns to be-

xt three
devolve

greater optimism for the dgves.
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US, Lanka foréiﬁg

loser ties

But decisive ed)%% over LTTE still eludes armed forces

PK. Balachanddran M\/_ Vi
Colomno, January 30 L\

THE UNITED States and S
Lanka are forging closer military
ties together. However, 1l s felt
that the emerging Washington-
Colombo politico-military axis may
not give the $ri Lankan armed
forees what it should have: A deci-
sive edge over the LTTE.

The Sunday Times revealed
today that the US has agreed to
sell Sri Tanka lwo more Hughes
AN/ATQ36 Fire finder locating
radar (worth over $22 million) and
three new Bell 412 helicopters.

Another transaction is the pur-
chase of high calibre ammunition
from Spain, where these are made
under license from the US. Since
the banning of the LTTE by the US
in October 1997, the US had
stepped up its military cooperation
with Sri Lanka.

The Special Operations
Command {Pacific) has been train-
ing Sri Lankans in intelligence,
handling of explosives, casualty
evacuation, aitcraft safety hn
maintenance and the law of arme
conflict. A US forensic team has
been in Colombo studying the
LTTE bomb attacks here on Dec
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18 last and Jan. 3.

The United States defense
attache in Colombe, Lt-Col Frank
Rindone told the Sunday Iimes
that the US-Lanka military coop-
eration was founded on a "shared -
interest in democracy, peace keeff
ing, human rights and regional sta-
bility".

But analyst Davan Jayatilleka
feels that the US input will not
shift the strategic balance in favour
of the Sri Lankan forces even in
the long term.

This was because the weapons to
be sold were dcf;a,si\{g, not offen-

§ive. e
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